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By XU WEI 
in Wulian county. Shandong 
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

By MA SI
masi@chinadaily.com.cn

eng Yuchen, a 33-year-old 
financial magazine editor in 
Beijing, has frequently 
trawled mobile apps and

filled her e-shopping carts with a 
range of products since the COVID- 
19 pandemic emerged.

Her purchases include a yoga 
mat, a treadmill, sportswear, high- 
end skincare products and nutri
tion supplements.

“I prefer to buy what is needed via 
online shopping, which is a lot of 
fun. I like to buy all sorts of fitness 
and healthcare products for my 
family," Feng said.

Her main goal is to maintain her 
quality of life as much as possible, 
and she has downloaded several fit
ness apps. She also exercises at home 
to stay in good shape, and improve 
her image and temperament.

Like Feng, hundreds of millions of 
Chinese consumers can vouch for 
the efficiency and reliability of the 
burgeoning e-commerce sector. The 
nation’s middle- and high-income 
shoppers demand increasingly 
high-quality, diversified and person
alized products and services via 
online marketplaces, according to 
industry insiders.

Online shopping has injected new 
impetus into China’s consumption, 
which plays a fundamental role in 
the country’s economic develop
ment and is the main driving force 
boosting economic growth, the 
insiders added.

During this year’s Spring Festi
val, many people were reunited 
with their families by taking the 
ferry between the coastal areas of 
Fujian province and the outlying 
islands of Kinmen and Matsu of 
Taiwan.

The ferry routes from Fujian’s 
Xiamen to Kinmen, and the pro
vincial capital Fuzhou to Matsu, 
resumed from Jan 7 to Feb 6 after a 
suspension of nearly three years, in 
order to facilitate travel during the 
holiday.

Many' people from Kinmen and 
their mainland spouses took the 
ferries on Saturday, Chinese New 
Year’s Eve, to spend the holiday in 
Xiamen, while some people from 
Kinmen who work in Xiamen 
returned to their hometowns.

A video released by China News 
Service showed passengers with 
heavy luggage arriving at the fes
tively decorated Xiamen Wutong 
Wharf. Staff at the border check
point gave them Spring Festival
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and hearing the accent of our Tai
wan compatriots,” said Dai Na, 
who was greeting cross-Straits pas
sengers at the wharf.

From Jan 7 to Sunday, there was 
one round trip between Xiamen 
and Kinmen every day, with a total 
of 1,111 outbound passengers and 
851 inbound passengers, according 
to Xiamen Wutong Wharf.

The ferry services, which were 
launched in 2001, were suspended 
by the island’s authorities Demo
cratic Progressive Party in Februa
ry 2020 as part of its COVID-19 
pandemic prevention and control 

measures.
By February 2020, over 22 mil

lion passengers had traveled via 
the routes since the services start
ed in 2001.

Xiamen and Kinmen, with their 
close distance and tight bonds, also 
held a dazzling fireworks display 
on Sunday evening, the second day 
of the Spring Festival holiday, to 
celebrate the festival.

Craftswoman brings new splendor 
to ancient technique people, page 5

Meng Fanjin placed two 
scarecrows in his field last year 
to discourage migratory birds, 
especially the Eurasian coot, 
from feeding on the wheat 
seedlings.

The move by the 57-year-old 
farmer, who lives in Xiyunmen — a 
village in Wulian county, Shand
ong province — was in response to 
a growing number of various 
migratory bird species, including 
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en by about 8 percent since the 
beginning of the year, closing at 
4,181.53 points on Jan 20, the last 
trading session before the Spring 
Festival holiday, according to 
Wind Info.

In terms of specific reform 
measures, experts said adminis
trative and legal measures to 
punish major shareholders’ ille
gal behavior related to selling 
their stake to take profits should 
be intensified, while imposing 
additional taxes on legitimate 
holding reduction could be con
sidered.

Holding reduction refers to die 
behavior of big shareholders, exec
utives or actual controllers of list
ed companies to reduce their 
holdings in the companies, which 
usually leads to drops in stock pri
ces and losses among smaller 
shareholders.

Dong Dengxin, director of 
Wuhan University of Science and 
Technology’s Finance and Secu
rities Institute, said it is necessa
ry to step up punishment of 
those accountable for illegal 
holding reduction by filing rep
resentative actions and leverag
ing big data to strengthen the 
supervision and detection of 
such behavior.

In order to maximize their 
gains from holding reduction, 
listed firms’ major shareholders 
sometimes resort to improper 
information disclosure and stock 
price manipulation, which are 
serious illegal acts that hurt 
smaller shareholders’ interests 
and should be severely punished, 
Dong said.

China’s capital market needs 
more market-oriented reform 
measures to further unleash its 
great potential and better support 
the real economy, experts and 
market analysts said.

Looking at the increased oppor
tunities arising in China’s capital 
market, they said the measures 
should include better regulating 
the behavior of listed companies’ 
major shareholders, in order to 
strengthen the foundation of a fair 
market environment.

“The A-share market is actually 
offering more opportunities for 
investors from both home and 
abroad,” said Yang Weiyong, an 
associate professor of economics 
at the University of International 
Business and Economics.

Foreign inflows into China’s 
A-share market have increased 
recently as northbound trading of 
stock connects between the main
land and Hong Kong bourses saw 
net capital worth 103.28 billion 
yuan ($15.21 billion) flow into A 
shares from the beginning of Janu
ary to Jan 19.

The amount marks the highest 
single-month net foreign inflow 
since the connect mechanism 
started in 2014, according to mar
ket tracker Wind Info.

Hong Kong’s stock market ended 
higher on Thursday with the 
benchmark Hang Seng Index up 
2.37 percent and the Hang Seng 
China Enterprises Index rising by 
2.98 percent

The CSI 300 index, which cov
ers the top 300 stocks traded in 
Shanghai and Shenzhen, has ris-

wild geese and egrets, choosing 
the small island in the Qiangku- 
ang Reservoir near his village as 
their winter habitat.

However, it was only a decade 
ago that the water quality in the 
reservoir had deteriorated to such 
a low level that its terrible odor 
permeated the village.

Now, the water is so clear 
that the bottom of the reservoir 
can be seen, and the quality 
more than meets drinking 
standards.
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Huang Ping (center), the Chinese consul-general in New York, 
rings the opening bell of the Nasdaq stock exchange in 
New York on Wednesday in celebration of Spring Festival. 
LIAO PAN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

Employees dressed as Caishen, the "God of Wealth" in traditional Chinese culture, interact with tourists on Thursday at the Grand Baoen 
Temple Heritage and Scenic Area, a major tourism attraction in Nanjing, Jiangsu province. On the fifth day of the first lunar month, it is a
tradition to welcome Caishen amid hopes of prosperity in the year ahead, yang bo / china news service

couplets and candies and spoke 
with them in the local dialect.

“It is full of a festive atmosphere,” 
Dai Cuijuan, a passenger who took 
the ferry from Xiamen to Kinmen, 
said in the video. “I haven’t come 
back for three years, and feel excit
ed, so I think everywhere looks 
great.”

Tsai Meng-te, who took the ferry 
back to his hometown in Kinmen, 
said, “I missed my home very 
much.” He has been working in 
Xiamen for about 18 years, and his 
wife and children live in Kinmen. 

Taking heavy suitcases with him, 
Tsai had prepared many gifts for 
his family.

“Sunflower seeds, nuts, snacks, 
children’s toys ... The corn flour is 
for my wife. She likes cornmeal 
porridge,” he said.

Dai Na, a border official at Xia
men, said in the video: “During fes
tivals, we always create an 
appropriate atmosphere in the 
wharf to welcome travelers on 
their way back home.”

“This year, I felt very familiar 
seeing the wharf being busy again

Winter sports get popularity 
boost from legacy of Games

ByFANFEEFEI
fimfeijei@chinadaily.com.cn

As Wandering Earth II, the 
sequel to China’s most successful 
sci-fi epic, is well received in cine
mas, the seemingly omnipotent 
industrial robots, a recurring pres
ence in the film, offer a glimpse into 
the country’s plan to be a global 
innovation hub for robotics.

The automatic mobile robots 
that appear in the film, for instance, 
are being increasingly used in the 
real world to facilitate industrial 
production. Youibot, a startup 
based in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
province, provided such robots and 
technical support for the film.

Meanwhile, the patrolling robots 
seen in the movie also undertake 
important tasks in reality. At off
shore oil-drilling platforms, off
shore wind-power stations and 
open-pit coal mines, the robots are 
used to operate and maintain 
equipment, according to Youibot.

Such uses of robots are part of 
China’s broader push to cope with a 
graying population and leverage 
cutting-edge technologies to 
advance industrial upgrades.

The country will enhance its 
efforts to promote the use of robots 
in 10 sectors such as manufactur
ing, agriculture, construction, ener
gy, and logistics, according to a plan

. 1

ByZHOULANXU
zhovlanxv@chinadaily.com.cn

Online channels 
spur sales, with 
shoppers more 

concerned about 
safety and health
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Experts: Measures would unleash 
great potential, support real economy

jointly issued earlier this month by of China said innovation will 
the Ministry of Industry and Infor- remain at the heart of China’s mod- 
mation Technology and 16 other ernization drive, and the country 
government departments. will accelerate the implementation

China will strive to double its of its innovation-driven develop- 
manufacturing robot density by ment strategy to achieve greater 
2025 compared with that of 2020, self-reliance and strength in sci- 
the plan said. ence and technology.

The manufacturing robot densi- As one of China’s strategic 
ty, a metric used to measure a coun- emerging industries, the robotics 
try’s level of automation, reached sector has made remarkable 
246 units per 10,000 people in Chi- achievements in recent years, 
na in 2020. The number hit 322 in According to the Chinese Institute 
2021, surpassing the United States of Electronics, the country’s robot- 
for the first time and ranking fifth ics market is estimated to reach 
globally, according to a report $174 billion in 2022, with a five- 
released by the International Fed- year average annual growth rate of 
eration of Robotics. 22 percent. In 2024, the number is

China is by far the fastest-grow- expected to hit $25.1 billion, 
ing robot market in the world, with Song Xiaogang, executive director
the highest number of annual and secretary-general of the China 
installations, and it has had the Robot Industry Alliance, said robots 
largest operational stock of robots are important carriers of emerging 
each year since 2016, according to technologies. As key equipment for 
the IFR. modern industries, robots can drive

“Robot density is a key indicator an industry’s digital development 
of automation adoption in the and upgrades of intelligent systems, 
manufacturing industry around Deng Xiaobai, co-founder and 
the world,” said Marina Bill, presi- CEO of Dorabot, a Chinese AI-pow- 
dent of the IFR. ered robotic solutions provider for

China’s rapid growth shows the logistics and other industries, said 
power of its investment so far, he is optimistic about the prospects 
but it still has much greater for future development.
potential in terms of automation, Thanks to technologies such as 
Bill said. 5G and artificial intelligence,

The report to the 20th National robots can play a bigger role in 
Congress of the Communist Party boosting efficiency, Deng said.
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Major soccer club quits league games

Magnitude-5.6 quakeDoctor couple serve as
frontline health guards hits county in Sichuan

Zhang Kun contributed to this story.
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lagers’ medical fees and sell medici
nes at a low price.

After decades of working in the 
village, they are treated like family 
members by the villagers.

“Our daughter, who is a primary 
school teacher, and our son, a college 
student, respect us for working as 
village doctors. We have strong emo
tional connections with the villag
ers,” Cao said. “I hope that I can stay 
longer at this post and that all the vil
lagers will lead healthier lives.”

4
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Group took over the club.
For the past 12 years, the group 

invested over 3 billion yuan ($450 
million) in the club, according to the 
announcement. It later renamed the 
club Wuhan Yangtze River due to 
changes in naming rules.

Zall also pledged in the statement 
to pay all salaries owed to its players 
and coaches and help them find 
positions with other teams.

For the past few seasons, survival 
has become a problem for a number 
of clubs in all four of China’s soccer 
tiers, including the recently relegat
ed eight-time CSL champion

Contact the writers at
zhangyue @chinadaily.com.cn

By WANG JIAN in Nanchang 
and ZHANG XIAOMIN

“The quality' of the air and water is 
getting better, as is the quality of 
life,” he said.

The monumental shift in the ecol
ogy' and environment in Xiyunmen 
and the Qiangkuang Reservoir epit
omizes the green transformation in 
Wulian and across die country.

From 2012 to 2021, China planted 
64 million hectares of trees, carried 
out efforts to prevent and control 
desertification on 18.53 million hec
tares of land, and restored 800,000 
hectares of wetland as part of broader 
steps in its green transitioning efforts, 
according to a white paper on China’s 
green development tiiis month.

In Wulian, local authorities have 
ramped up efforts to green its bar
ren mountains over the past decade, 
with over 25,000 hectares of land 
being afforested and the acreage of 
orchards increasing to 36,000 hec
tares. The county’s forest coverage 
reached 40 percent by the end of last 
year, higher than the national aver
age of 24 percent.

The idea of “lush mountains and 
lucid waters as invaluable assets”, a 
philosophy of development long

By SHI FUHAN
shijutian@chinadaily.com.cn

“We never had to worry about the 
sales of our produce. We had buyers 
arriving immediately after the liar
vest,” he said.

In a bid to build a beautiful coun
tryside, China has worked to 
improve life in rural areas, advanc
ing the construction of modem and 
livable homes with sanitary toilets 
as well as the treatment and recy
cling of domestic waste and sewage. 

Meng said many of his fellow vil
lagers had a difficult tune adapting 
to new rules that require them to sort 
their trash to boost recycling, as pre
viously they would simply drop their 
daily garbage near their houses.

After years of adhering to the rales, 
Meng said that now villagers don’t 
like throwing away trash arbitrarily. 

The development of a rural sew
age system has also played a key role 
in the improvement of the quality of 
nearby water bodies and of the 
area’s environment.

Chen Honggang, deputy' head of 
the county department of water 
resources, said the sewage system 
now covers about half of the coun
ty’s 632 villages, including Xiyun
men, and another 55 will be covered 
by the system this year.

By HUANG ZHILING in Chengdu 
huangzhiling@chinadaily.com.cn
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Figures highlight strong resilience 
of Chinese economy, say analysts

SB

trending topic on Chinese social 
media. Related news had been 
viewed over 100 million times on 
Weibo by Thursday afternoon, with 
most fans expressing frastration 
about the status of Chinese profes
sional soccer.

Wuhan Yangtze River, formerly 
known as Wuhan Zall, was recently 
relegated from the nation’s top-tier 
CSL to its second tier. The club won 
only eight matches during the 2022 
season and ranked 16th among the 
18-team CSL.

The club was established in 2009. 
Two y'ears later, industrial giant Zall

The revised Securities Law, 
which took effect in 2020, has 
stipulated that if holding reduc
tion violates laws and regula
tions, such as in terms of the time 
and amount of reduction and rel
evant information disclosure, it 
will be punished with fines.

Dai Guanchun, a senior capital 
markets lawyer, said the tax bunden 
facing major shareholders’ holding 
reduction is relatively low, and it 
could be reasonable to appropriate
ly raise related taxes to encourage 
more responsible behavior among 
major shareholders and protect the 
rights of small investors.

Liu Junhai, director of the 
Business Law Center at Renmin 
University' of China, said that any 
potential tax mechanism regard
ing holding reduction should be 
designed in a way that provides 
incentives for big shareholders 
to maintain a steady holding in 
listed companies, avoids damp
ening their willingness to invest, 
and therefore helps to promote 
common prosperity.

The calls for better regulating 
the behavior of listed companies’ 
major shareholders came as part 
of China’s deepening capital mar
ket reforms, which aim to create a 
rales-based, transparent market 
environment that is appealing to 
global investors and more sup
portive of the real economy.

“Capital market reforms in Chi
na are likely to further improve 
market dynamics and transpar
ency, bringing more high-quality 
investment options,” said Senan 
Yuen, head of investment for Chi
na at Fidelity International. 

“Strengthening the crackdown 
on illegal securities activities is 
essential to create a fair and 
transparent marketplace that 
attracts capital at home and 
abroad, which will, in turn, help 
real economy enterprises get 
more financing,” said Dong from 
Wuhan University of Science and 
Technology.

town at the epicenter, and in the 
Luding county seat are normal, and 
no reports of casualties, house col
lapses oi' property damage have 
been received,” said Luo Chukai, 
deputy head of the publicity depart
ment of the Luding county commit
tee of the Communist Party of China. 

The earthquake was strongly felt 
in Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan, 
which is 220 km from the epicenter, 
as well as in the Aba Tibetan and 
Qiang autonomous prefecture, the 
Liangshan Yi autonomous prefec
ture and the city of Ya’an in Sichuan. 

The Sichuan Earthquake Admin
istration and the CENC had an emer
gency meeting, where experts said 
that the earthquake was an after
shock of the magnitude-6.8 earth
quake in Luding on Sept 5, that 
killed 93 people, with the two epicen
ters 8 km apart.

Mountainous Sichuan is prone 
to earthquakes. The 2008 Wench- 
uan earthquake killed 69,226 peo
ple, with 17,923 others reported as 
missing.

fl

Guangzhou FC, whose future is 
clouded by financial problems.

Moreover, before the 2021 season 
started, six clubs, including 2020 
CSL champion Jiangsu FC, had 
been disqualified from the profes
sional leagues due to financial diffi
culties.

For Wuhan Yangtze River, the 
problem appears to be concerns 
over the club’s playing ability. 

“We are not professional enough 
in soccer, and the overall Chinese 
professional soccer environment is 
now very problematic,” Yan Zhi, 
CEO of Zall Group, was quoted as 
saying by Sina Sports. “The manage
ment and the results of our club are 
also not ideal. So please forgive us 
for making this decision."

A magnitude-5.6 earthquake 
strack Luding county in the Ganzi 
Tibetan autonomous prefecture in 
Sichuan province at 3:49 am on 
Thursday, according to the China 
Earthquake Networks Center.

The epicenter was 11 kilometers 
underground at 102.01 degrees east 
longitude and 29.63 degrees north 
latitude in Luding. There have been 
no reported casualties or other 
damage as of late Thursday.

The center detected more than 
100 smaller earthquakes in the 
nearby area in the following hours. 

After the earthquake, the Sich
uan Fire Rescue Corps sent 184 
people, 34 vehicles and three dogs 
to the scene to cany out disaster 
investigation and search and res
cue work, and the Sichuan Forest 
Fire Brigade sent 100 people, 22 
vehicles and three dogs to the 
scene, according to the Ministry of 
Emeigency Management.

“Transportation, communication 
and power supplies near Moxi, the

championed by President Xi Jinping, 
has been instrumental in the trans
formation of the county, said Wu 
Guangfeng, Party secretary of 
Wulian.

Wu said Wulian had been feced 
with major challenges for its green 
transitioning, including recurring 
droughts, barren landscapes and 
low incomes for rural residents.

One of the solutions, he said, was 
to encourage joint input from State- 
owned and private businesses, a 
move that eventually led to the 
greening of over 1,300 hectares of 
barren mountains.

Supported by 50 million yuan 
($7.37 million) from the public wel
fare lottery fund that was allocated 
by the central government, Wulian 
was able to encourage farmers to 
grow yellow peaches.

The farmers reaped rewards as 
canned yellow peaches flew off 
shelves across the nation during the 
peak of the COVID-19 epidemic.

Yu Jiacheng, a 58-year-old peach 
grower in Yuli township, said his 
family was able to rake in over 
120,000 yuan last year from their yel
low peach farms, which were estab
lished on unused mountain land.

By ZHANG YUE 
and ZHOU LANXU

Performers gather to sing the Dong ethnic group's “Grand Song" in Congjiang county, Guizhou province, 
on Wednesday. The song was recognized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization in 2009 as part of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, long tao / for china daily

Cao Hehuai and Ke Dongfeng, 
both village doctors in Nanchang, 
Jiangxi province, have specially pre
pared medicines to treat fever, cold 
and diarrhea as the area braces for 
potential COVID-19 cases during 
tiie Spring Festival holiday.

Since 1994, the husband and wife 
team has been working as the only 
staff members of a clinic in the vil
lage of Shangban.

In recent weeks, the couple and 
their small clinic have become a life
line for about 3,000 villagers amid a 
surge of COVID-19 cases.

“We have weathered the initial 
wave of infections, with about 90 
percent of villagers getting infect
ed,” said Cao, 51. ‘We saw about 80 
to 100 patients each day, mainly peo
ple with sudden fevers.

“The biggest problem we had 
then was a shortage of medicines, so 
we are better prepared this time,” he 
added.

They have also taken steps to 
ensure that critically ill patients can

be transported to hospitals in a 
timely manner.

Village doctors, who are deemed 
as frontline health guards, know 
their fellow villagers well and play a 
pivotal role in sending severe cases 
to large hospitals for intensive medi
cal care.

Experts said that since 80 percent 
of medical resources in China are in 
urban areas, the collaboration mod
el helps optimize the allocation of 
such resources and better ensures 
the health of rural residents at a 
time when COVID-19 cases are sur
ging.

With their decades of experience, 
Cao and Ke have been doing well in 
their battle against the pandemic.

With strong knowledge about the 
health status of the villagers, they 
have provided care for those who 
are dealing with chronic diseases. 

“In recent years, we have been 
regularly paying visits to poor villag
ers and people over age 60,” Cao 
explained. “Some have high blood 
pressure, diabetes, chronic cardio
vascular and cerebrovascular dis
ease. We show them how to take

their medication and what symp
toms to watch out for.”

For nearly 30 years, the couple 
have been working almost every 
day.

In the small clinic, which covers 
about 150 square meters, they treat 
most common diseases, such as 
fever and stomachaches, and con
duct routine blood tests, blood sug
ar tests, urine tests and 
electrocardiograms.

They receive an annual subsidy of 
about 30,000 yuan ($4,422) for their 
work

The couple always waive the vil-

S.

At least eight provincial-level 
regions in China saw their total 
GDP exceed 5 trillion yuan ($737 
billion) in 2022, with both Guang
dong and Jiangsu provinces reach
ing over 12 trillion yuan, according 
to provincial government data.

The figures have once again 
proved the resilience of China’s 
economy — the world’s second- 
largest — and show potential for 
growth, analysts and company 
executives said.

While multiple cyclical and 
structural headwinds — from a 
gloomy global outlook to China’s 
weak property market — may 
weigh on the country’s near-term 
outlook, macro policy easing will 
help stabilize the economy, with 
targeted property sector support, 
relief measures for households 
and infrastructure spending being 
tiie preferred policy tools, they 
said.

Local statistics authorities 
nationwide are revealing their 
GDP figures for 2022, following 
tiie National Bureau of Statistics’ 
announcement of last year’s 
national GDP, which grew by 3 
percent, last week.

Guangdong’s total GDP is the 
nation’s largest for the 34th con
secutive year. Official data show 
that last year, its GDP came in at 
over 12.9 trillion yuan, up by 1.9 

percent year-on-year.
Peng Peng, executive chairman 

at the Guangdong Society of 
Reform, a think tank, said that con
ventionally, the service sector 
played a major role in Guangdong’s 
economic growth. Though the sec
tor underperformed last year 
mainly due to the evolving COVID- 
19 situation, he expected a rebound 
in the industry this year, which will 
drive local economic vitality.

Jiangsu had tiie nation’s second- 
highest total GDP, reaching 12.29 
trillion yuan in 2022. The province 
accounted for about 10.2 percent 
of China’s overall economy and 
has been an anchor of national 
growth.

When it conies to the growth 
rate, Fujian and Jiangxi provinces 
tied for first place, with both 
reaching 4.7 percent year-on-year. 

Ding Changfa, associate pro
fessor of economics at Xiamen 
University, said that Fujian saw 
success mainly because its eco
nomic activity was less severely 
impacted by the epidemic. The 
prominent growth of the new

Recently relegated Chinese Super 
League club Wuhan Yangtze River 
on Wednesday' announced its with
drawal from the Chinese Football 
Association in the latest blow to Chi
na’s efforts to build itself into a soc
cer powerhouse.

“After careful consideration, 
Wuhan Yangtze River has decided 
that the club will not register to join 
any of the CFAs soccer leagues,” the 
club’s statement said.

The news instantly became a

_______________
Cao Hehuai (left) takes the blood pressure of a patient in Shangban 
in Nanchang, Jiangxi province, on Jan 13. wan xiang / for china daily

energy industry and new econo
my notably catalyzed overall 
growth in Fujian. In addition, he 
said the province’s outstanding 
coastal port resources have 
made it possible to develop 
industries such as petroleum 
refining and chemical industry, 
making its industrial structure 
more balanced.

Ten provincial-level regions 
saw growth of more than 4 per
cent last year — Fujian, Jiangxi, 
Hunan, Gansu, Shanxi, Hubei, 
Shaanxi and Yunnan provinces, 
and the Inner Mongolia and 
Ningxia Hui autonomous 
regions.

Zhou Maohua, an analyst at 
China Everbright Bank, said that 
these regions have prioritized tiie 
expansion of domestic demand, 
with more efforts to be made this 
year to spur consumption, con
tinuously deepen reforms, accel
erate industrial upgrading and 
promote high-quality develop
ment.

In fact, tiie provincial govern
ments are optimistic about this 
year, as they expect a gradual 
recovery in domestic activity.

China’s provinces, autono
mous regions and municipalities 
have set their growth targets for 
this year within a range of 4 to 
9.5 percent, with most around 6 

percent.
The top four provinces in terms 

of economic volume last year 
were Guangdong, Jiangsu, 
Shandong and Zhejiang. This 
year, Guangdong, Shandong and 
Zhejiang have set their growth 
targets at above 5 percent, while 
Jiangsu is seeking a rate at 
around 5 percent.

China will likely post above 5 
percent economic growth in 2023 
due to the further implementation 
of optimized COVID-19 control 
measures and a package of stimu
lus policies that are taking effect 
gradually, Zhou added.

Kang Yi, chief of the National 
Bureau of Statistics, said China’s 
economic performance remained 
stable last year despite many 
challenges both at home and 
abroad.

Kang said China’s economy 
this year is bound to see an over
all improvement, adding that 
economic activity is gradually 
normalizing as the country 
enters a new phase of COVID-19 
control.
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and townships lias increased in 
recent years. Chinese consumers 
have demonstrated rising demand 
for diversified, personalized and 
niche products from abroad.”

Online shopping via livestream- 
ing is highly popular among the 
post-8Os and post-90s generation of 
consumers, Chen added.

According to a report from Chi
nese e-commerce platform JD’s

products to better meet consumers’ 
diversified needs.

Market consultancy iiMedia 
Research said that with China’s fur
ther opening-up, gradual improve
ment in logistics and deliveries, and 
people’s rising incomes, demand for 
imported goods will continue to 
increase and provide a big boost to 
upgraded consumption.

Zhang Tianbing, head of Deloitte 
Asia-Pacific’s consumer products 
and retail industry, said: “With 
expanding domestic demand and 
advances in emerging retail tech
nologies, China has introduced pref
erential policies, such as lowering 
import taxes and expanding the 
range of goods allowed to be import
ed. This has prompted a surge in 
cross-border e-commerce imports 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic, 
underlining a period of rapid 
growth for the nation’s imported 
goods market.”

The boom in celebrity livestream- 
ing has spurred cross-border e-com- 
merce purchases by domestic 
consumers. Moreover, overseas 
brands are moving to cross-border 
e-commerce platforms as they 
expand their distribution channels 
following disruptions to offline 
retail, Zhang said.

accelerating steps to boost con
sumption by distributing shopping 
vouchers.

For example, the authorities in 
Shenyang, capital of Liaoning pro
vince, have launched a 100-million- 
yuan ($14.8 million) voucher 
campaign from Jan 10 to Feb 28 to 
boost sales of automobiles and 
home appliances.

On Jan 11, the authorities in Tianjin 
began distributing shopping coupons 
worth a total of 115 million yuan, 
while Beijing’s Fangshan district 
announced die issuance of 1 million 
consumption vouchers to encourage 
spending in the cultural and tourism 
sector from Jan 11 to Feb 2.

major force driving the growth of 
new products.

Brand owners and manufactur
ers are increasingly placing great
er emphasis on purchasing 
demand among the post-1995 gen
eration, and are customizing new 
products especially for this group, 
Liu said.

At last month’s tone-setting Cen
tral Economic Work Conference in 
Beijing, it was decided that this year 
China will focus on boosting domes
tic demand by prioritizing the 
recovery and expansion of con
sumption.

Analysts said the consumption 
recovery will be the main force 
boosting the nation’s economic 
rebound in 2023, with local govern
ments across the country recently

demand from Chinese shoppers in 
recent years, Li said.

He added that orders for online 
cross-border shopping are still 
mainly being placed in first-tier cit
ies. However, residents in second- 
and third-tier cities have shown 
rapidly growing purchasing power. 
Amazon will further enrich cross- 
border shopping scenarios based 
on consumers who share similar 
interests and hobbies, Li said.

Amazon Global Store’s first front
end bonded warehouse will start 
operating in Ningbo, Zhejiang 
province, this year to better serve 
Chinese consumers’ demand for 
imported products.

In 2021, China became the larg
est market among Amazon Global 
Store businesses worldwide, with 
sales surging more than ninefold 
compared with 2015.

The company stepped up its 
localization push in China by 
launching its WeChat mini pro
gram in 2019. This program is spe
cially designed to build a social 
commerce experience for Chinese 
consumers, and covers fields such 
as livestreaming, social media net
works and content.

Cross-border e-commerce in Chi
na has grown exponentially in

Chinese consumers have shown 
vibrant purchasing power for exqui
site and premium consumer goods, 
with their spending on imported 
and foreign-branded products 
becoming a key driver for upgraded 
consumption, according to industry 
insiders.

Li Yanchuan, head of Amazon 
China Global Store and Prime, said, 
“Young Chinese consumers, espe
cially Generation Z, use independ
ent thinking and judgment when 
choosing brands, and they prefer to 
pursue niche lifestyles and person
alized products.”

The “stay-at-home economy” has 
activated more consumption sce
narios and needs, and shopping for 
healthy quality-of-life products lias 
become the new norm, Li said.

“Beauty, personal care and cloth
ing have been the most popular cat
egories among consumers in online 
cross-border shopping,” he added.

Sales of fishing, skiing, camping 
and other outdoor sports products 
have witnessed rapid growth, while 
virtual reality equipment, hand
drip coffee products, and tableware 
and kitchen utensils with unique 
designs have seen increasing 

fully reviewing their needs, with a 
key focus on the quality and value of 
the products they buy, as well as the 
feelings that services bring to them, 
Wang said.

With the adoption of continuous
ly optimized COVID-19 prevention 
and control measures, China’s con
sumer market has witnessed a nota
ble recovery, Wang said, adding that 
she is optimistic that consumption 
momentum will be maintained this 
year, with the growth rate expected 
to reach more than 6 percent.

Liu Hui, director of JD’s Con
sumption and Industry Develop
ment Research Institute, said tech- 
sawy members of Generation Z — 
people born between the mid-1990s 
and the early 2010s — are emerging 
as mainstream consumers and the

ter of this year, which is expected to 
help boost leisure and business 
travel both at home and abroad.”

A report released by global con
sultancy Accenture showed that 
with rising living standards and 
the availability of more services, 
Chinese people tend to pursue a 
better work-life balance and will 
pay for convenience, which has 
accelerated the growth of online 
shopping channels.

When making a shopping deci
sion, consumers are inclined to care 
about their own needs and preferen
ces, rather than the perspectives 
and comments of others, the report 
stated.

Consumers have a strong desire 
to try new things, as they are open to 
using digital technologies — evi
denced by the way in which they 
have embraced a variety of intelli
gent devices, ranging from smart
phones to smart homes.

The report noted that in the long 
run, fully tapping consumption 
potential and upgrading channels 
and services in lower-tier cities and 
rural areas will remain key meas
ures to fuel China’s consumption 

recovery.
Eric Hor, managing director of 

Accenture Strategy and Consulting 
Greater China, said the pandemic 
has fundamentally altered Chinese 
consumers’ consumption philoso
phies by making them more 
restrained and pragmatic.

“In addition to restraining their 
shopping impulses and reducing 
unnecessary expenditure, people 
have begun to conduct in-depth 
research and thorough compari
sons before deciding what to buy, 
and they regard the selection pro
cess as an integral part of the con
sumer experience,” he said.

Jennifer Ye, consumer markets 
leader for PwC Chinese mainland, 
said the “stay-at-home economy” has 
spurred rapid growth in online shop
ping and digital enablement. This 
growth has propelled the integration 
of online and offline consumption 
scenarios in China, with personal
ized, high-end and trendy brands 
and products favored by shoppers.

With the transformation and 
upgrading of China’s manufactur
ing industry, the guochao trend, 
which features fashionable designs 
mixed with elements from tradi
tional culture, is gaining popularity 
among young Chinese consumers, 
Ye said.

Zhao Ping, deputy head of the 
Academy of China Council for the 
Promotion of International Trade, 
which is based in Beijing, said: “Chi
na boasts a sizable consumption 
market, with immense develop
ment potential and resilience. The 
top priority to stabilize economic 
growth lies in maintaining stable 
consumption growth.”

She called for efforts to encourage 
enterprises to use new-generation 
information technologies such as 
big data, cloud computing and arti
ficial intelligence to create new 
types of green and intelligent con
sumer goods and cultivate new con
sumption growth points.
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According to a report released 
by e-commerce platform JD, Chi
nese consumers tend to pursue 
flexible and sustainable lifestyles 
to better cope with mounting 
uncertainties, and they expect 
online shopping to bring spiritual 
comfort and forge emotional con
nections with others.

The report said more young peo
ple in urban areas have started to 
grow vegetables on their balconies 
as a hobby to help alleviate pressure. 
Sales of intelligent vegetable plant
ers and vegetable seeds on JD’s 
online marketplaces surged by 70 
percent and 60 percent year-on- 
year, respectively, in 2022.

Demand is growing fast for spe
cialized food storage and manage
ment products among this group of 
consumers, with the turnover of vac
uum sealers, which remove air from 
food storage bags to ensure flavor 
and freshness, rocketing by 250 per
cent year-on-year, the report said.

Consumers are also paying more 
attention to their personal feelings 
by aiming to establish stronger 
emotional ties, especially with pets. 
The transaction volume for pet 
training treadmills rose more than 
eightfold last year, while sales of cat 
houses with a small coffee table 
quadrupled compared with a year 
earlier.

During the pandemic, sales of fit
ness equipment have risen, with 
people who are staying at home 
keener to remain in shape.

Turnover of intelligent fitness mir
rors that detect body movements 
and gestures through artificial intel
ligence-powered technology, and fit
ness mats soared by 160 percent and 
650 percent, respectively, on a yearly 
basis last year.

Consumption and Industry Devel
opment Research Institute, import
ed brands, including mobile 
phones, personal care products, 
cosmetics, watches, eyeglasses, 
infant and maternal goods, nutri
tion and healthcare products, have 
gained popularity among Chinese 
shoppers.

People in the 26 to 35 age group 
are the main consumers of import
ed products, accounting for nearly 
50 percent among all age groups. In 
addition, consumers aged from 46 
to 55 have contributed to the fastest 
growth in purchasing imported 
products.

Imported items gained traction 
among consumers during the Sin
gles Day shopping carnival last year. 
In the first 10 minutes of the promo
tional campaign, which began at 8 
pm on Oct 30, turnover of products 
in JD’s virtual national pavilion, cov
ering overseas brands from more 
than 90 countries, rose more than 12 
times year-on-year.

Liu Hui, director of JD’s Con
sumption and Industry Develop
ment Research Institute, said 
overseas brands should pay more 
attention to lower-tier cities, speed 
up digital transformation, and 
design and launch more different 

Health concerns
The JD report said Chinese 

shoppers are also attaching great
er importance to health and per
sonal image management, with 
personal care, beauty, smart-home 
and healthcare products gaining 
popularity.

For instance, sales of scalp 
scrubs that help cleanse and calm 
an itchy scalp, and intelligent prod
ucts such as special headphones 
designed to induce sleep, rose by 
200 percent and 150 percent, 
respectively, last year compared 
with 2021.

Wang Yun, a researcher at the 
Academy of Macroeconomic 
Research, which is affiliated with 
the National Development and 
Reform Commission, the country’s 
top economic planner, said: “Chi
nese shoppers are more concerned 
about safety and health, and they 
prefer to buy high-quality products, 
as well as enjoy services that make 
their life safer and more comforta
ble. Health-related commodities, 
including nutrition products, medi
cine and fitness equipment, have 
been increasingly favored by con
sumers.”

Chinese consumers have also 
become more rational, and are care-

recent years. Statistics from the 
General Administration of Cus
toms show the import and export 
scale of such e-commerce reached 
1.98 trillion yuan ($292.8 billion) in
2021, a rise of 15 percent year-on- 

year.
Chen Tao, an analyst at internet 

consultancy Analysys in Beijing, 
said: “The penetration of cross-bor
der e-commerce in lower-tier cities

Wang Yun, researcher
at the Academy of
Macroeconomic Research

Top: Visitors check out an 
indoor rower during the 
fifth China International 
Import Expo in Shanghai 
in November. 
ZHANG HENGWEI / CHINA NEWS 
SERVICE
Left: A dog runs on a pet 
treadmill during a trade 
fair in Chengdu, Sichuan 
province. 
LIU HAIYUN / FOR CHINA DAILY

Back on track
Wu Chaoming, deputy director of 

the Chasing International Economic 
Institute, said the continued optimi
zation of COVID-19 policies will sig
nificantly bolster consumption 
growth and stimulate residents’ 
appetite to travel and spend this 
year.

Per capita consumption expendi
ture among Chinese residents is 
expected to grow between 8 percent 
and 12 percent this year compared 
with 2022, while retail sales of con
sumer goods, a vital consumption 
indicator, v.rill increase between 7per
cent and 11 percent, Wu estimates.

Justin Koh, senior vice-president 
at global consulting company Alix- 
Partners, said: “We anticipate the 
resumption of travel, starting with 
the Chinese Lunar New Year holi
day. The number of international 
flights will rise in the second quar-
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Consumers view ski equipment at a shopping center in Beijing on 
Jan 2. zhao jun / china news service
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Chinese 
shoppers are 
more concerned 
about safety and 
health, and they 
prefer to buy 
high-quality 
products, as well 
as enjoy services 
that make their 
life safer and 
more 
comfortable.”
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manuals or training guidance and had 
deliberately sought to downplay the 
impact of the system in its commu
nications with the Federal Aviation 
Administration.

In 2021, the US government brought 
fraud charges against Boeing, and 
both parties eventually reached a 
settlement. Boeing agreed to pay $2.5 
billion in damages and fines and to 
tighten safety compliances. If Boeing 
complied with the terms of the settle
ment, the federal government would 
drop fraud charges three year's later. 

The negotiation process was kept 
secret until the settlement. Many of 
the relatives of those killed in the 
crashes strongly objected.

“It was a sweetheart deal. It wasn’t 
justice,” Naoise Connolly Ryan of Ire
land, whose husband Michael, 39, was 
killed in the Ethiopian crash, told NPR 
last year'. ‘And by giving this immunity, 
basically, the decision makers have not 
been held to account”

ended, NOW. So easy to do!”
Americans also took to Twitter 

to express concern over a seeming 
escalation of the conflict in Ukraine. 

US Representative Eli Crane, a 
newly elected Republican from Ari
zona and a former US Navy SEAL, 
wrote on Wednesday: “This is so 
foolish. We are over 31 Trillion in 
debt, escalating a war that could 
quickly turn nuclear, and depleting 
our own weapon stockpiles.”

Clint Ehrlich, a foreign-policy 
analyst and lawyer, wrote on Thurs
day: “The American people have no 
idea that the White House is gim- 
bling with their lives. Sending Ml 
tanks to Ukraine puts us on a path 
towards fighting a nuclear war with 
Russia.”

Medea Benjamin, co-founder of 
US peace group CODEPINK, wrote 
on Wednesday: ‘If you think send
ing tanks is going to give Ukraine 
the ability to take back all of Donbas 
and Crimea, you are unrealistic. The 
escalation makes nuclear' war-not 
victory-more likely. And that is a 
lose-lose for all of humanity:’

Journalist Michael Tracey posted 
on Tuesday: “If deploying a huge 
squadron of the US military’s main 
battle tanks to Ukraine doesn’t 
constitute an act of war, would the 
deployment of *any* armament 
constitute an act of war? How about 
nuclear warheads? Anything?”

In a statement Thursday, Krem
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said: 
“There are constant statements 
from European capitals, from Wash
ington, that the sending of various 
weapons systems, including tanks, 
to Ukraine in no way means the 
involvement of these countries or 
the alliance [NATO] in the hostili
ties that are taking place in Ukraine. 

“We categorically disagree with 
this ... everything that the alliance 
I mentioned and the capital (Wash
ington) does is perceived as direct 
involvement in the conflict, and we 

■ llripingrihildim irarn

in 2017. In October 2018, a MAX jet 
flown by Indonesian carrier Lion Air 
crashed into the Java Sea during a 
routine flight. Atotal of 189 passengers 
and crew died.

Less than six months later, in March 
2019, a MAX jet flown by Ethiopian 
Airlines crashed a few minutes after 
takeoff, killing 149 passengers and 
crew, including 21 staff members of 
the United Nations.

An investigation showed that both 
accidents were triggered by design 
flaws, in particular die flight-control 
software MCAS. It was designed to 
assist pilots femiliar with previous 
generations of the 737 and eliminate 
the need for costly extra training.

However, erroneous data from a 
single sensor caused the system to 
malfunction. The jets went into a nose
dive that the pilots couldn’t correct

US investigations revealed that 
Boeing hadn’t included informa
tion about the MCAS system in pilot

see tliat it is growing,” Peskov said. 
Meanwhile, any countries that 

are prepared to provide Kyiv with 
F-16 fighter jets would face no 
shortage of supply, US weapons 
manufacturer Lockheed Martin 
has said, adding that it is able to 
meet new demand.

In an interview with the Finan
cial Times on Wednesday, Chief 
Operating Officer Frank St John 
said there is “a lot of conversation 
about third party transfer of F-16s’! 

Although Lockheed, which is 
based in Bethesda, Maryland, is not 
directly involved in any talks regard
ing potential deliveries of military 
aircraft to Kyiv, St. John said that 
the company plans to increase pro
duction so it will be able to “backfill 
pretty capably any countries that 
choose to do third-party transfers 
to help with the current conflict” 
the FT reported

US President Joe Biden said 
Wednesday that the US will send 31 
Ml Abrams tanks, following Germa
ny’s agreement to send 14 Leopard 2 
A6 tanks from its own stocks. 

“There is no offensive threat to 
Russia (itself),” Biden said.

Peskov called the tank shipments 
“a completely obvious overestima
tion of the potential” benefit to the 
Ukrainian military. ‘It is yet another 
fallacy, a rather profound one.”

Peskov predicted that the tanks 
“will burn down just like all the 
other ones.... Except they cost a lot, 
and this will foil on the shoulders of 
European taxpayers.”

Anatoly Antonov, Russia’s ambas
sador in Washington, said delivery 
of the tanks would be “another bla
tant provocation”

And on Thursday, Canada said it 
will send four Leopard 2 battle tanks 
to Ukraine after Germany this week 
allowed other countries to re-export 
the German-built tank.

Boeing’s chief safety officer pleaded 
not guilty Thursday on behalf of the 
aerospace giant to a criminal charge 
of conspiracy' to commit fraud related 
to the crashes of two737MAX jets that 
killed 346 people.

The company officer, Mike Delaney, 
who made the plea in a federal court in 
Texas, said that Boeing was not guilty 
of concealing information about flighPt
control systems.

US District Court Judge Reed 
O’Connor of the Northern District 
of Texas last week ordered Boeing to 
be publicly arraigned on the felony 
charge, finding that the US Justice 
Department violated a victims’ rights 
law by not including the fomflies in a 
settlement between Boeing and the US 
government

In a court brief, families of the 
crash victims requested that the judge 
require Boeing to cooperate with an 
independent monitor, who will evalu
ate the company’s compfiance with a 
deferred prosecution agreement with 
the Justice Department in 2021.

“Only an independent monitor — 
the proverbial second set of eyes—can 
begin to restore confidence in Boeing 
and ensure safety of the community?’ 
the families wrote in their court filing. 

The MAXjets first went into service

The supplying of tanks by the US 
and Germany to Ukraine in its con
flict with Russia has raised the stakes 
in a war scenario that could become 
increasingly perilous for the world.

Ted Galen Carpenter, in a post 
Thursday on antiwar.com, wrote: 
“A dramatic escalation of US and 
NATO involvement in the Ukraine 
war is taking place — and that move 
is yet another reckless provocation 
toward Russia.

‘The Biden administration and 
NATO are playing a very dangerous 
game by engaging in such an escala
tion of its assistance to one side in an 
increasingly emotional and destruc
tive conflict,” wrote Carpenter, who is 
a senior fellow in defense and foreign 
policy studies at the Cato Institute. 

“Washington’s approach is to use 
Ukraine as a pawn (a proxy)... with
out NATO ending up in a direct war 
with Russia. It is a replication of the 
strategy Washington used in Afgltan- 
istan, providing military aid to the 
rebel mujahidin to harass, bleed, and 
eventually force the Soviet Union to 
execute a humiliating withdrawal.”

Carpenter wrote, however, that 
“using the same strategy in Ukraine 
is vastly more dangerous. By virtue of 
its greater size and more important 
location, Ukraine is a crucial strate
gic stake for Moscow in ways that 
Afghanistan never was.

‘Washington and its allies have 
sought to maintain such an impos
sibly precarious status, but they are 
now' careening toward becoming 
full-fledged belligerents, regardless 
of attempts to preserve the legal 
fiction to the contrary?’ Carpenter

Former US president Donald 
Trump, in a post Thursday on his 
Truth Social site, wrote: “FIRST 
COME THE TANKS, THEN COME 
THE NUKES. Get this crazy war 
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Weaving a brighter future for traditional craft
Young straw-plaiting craftswoman aspires to bring new splendor to ancient technique
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Innovative former livestreamer assembles striking pieces of electronics art
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By ZHAO JIA in Beijing 
and HU DONGMEI in Yinchuan

and taught herself how to use digi
tal design software.

“Another thing I did before offi
cially starting my business was to 
survey my followers to understand 
their gender ratio and age distribu
tion to see whether they would be 
interested in buying electronic dis
assembly art,” Lin says.

It is important to know who your 
target audience is when running 
social media accounts, she explains. 

The survey showed that about 95 
percent of her followers are men, 
most of whom are over the age of 30 
and have spending power.

Since initiating her business, Lin 
lias received an old phone from one 
of her followers that had witnessed 
a successful entrepreneur’s days of 
struggling to start a company, a 
game console that had accompa
nied a boy from a child to adult
hood and a camera that started a 
professional photographer’s career.

months, to complete. 
“You need to sketch the piece on 

paper, which requires drawing 
skills, and also conceive its three- 
dimensional structure. Next comes 
the weaving, shaping and finally 
the preserving of the work,” Wu 
adds.

“Even by adhering to that pro
cess, it does not mean that you will 
always create a good piece of work, 
and the hardest part is to make it 
lifelike and solid,” Wu says, adding 
that, to this end, she will take pie
ces apart and try again.

weaving: “When the wheat is ripe, 
pick the top part of the straw, the 
one with the ears of wheat, as it is 
longer. Then tie them up and dry 
them. Before knitting, the wheat 
straws need to be soaked in warm 
water to make them more flexible 
and avoid them breaking.”

A layman might think that the 
work is just about the actual weav
ing. According to Wu, however, 
selection of materials is the first 
step of a complicated, time-con
suming and labor-intensive pro
cess that can take weeks, or even

By MO JINGXI
mojingxi@chinadaily.com.cn

job was to be a TV host,” Lin says. 
Graduating from university, she 

went to the United Kingdom to 
study for a master’s degree in social 
media & society at the University of 
Westminster.

She paid for her own tuition with 
the money she had earned through 
livestreaming.

During her one-year stay abroad, 
Lin visited many museums and 
visited exhibitions on different sub
jects, varying from insects to dolls. 

She was so fascinated by an 
exhibit of used light bulbs, it gave 
her the inspiration to disassemble 
electronics and present the compo
nents like a decorative painting.

“I’ve grown up with an interest in 
electronics, so I ended up keeping 
many that I no longer use. I 
thought that disassembly would be 
a good way to present them,” Lin 
recalls.

She returned to China in 2019 

Wu recalls that, when she was a 
child, woven straw items could be 
found almost in every household in 
the countryside, such as straw hats 
and straw shoes, because they were 
practical in everyday life. 

“Due to the impact of industriali
zation, manufactured goods have 
replaced such products, which 
yield low profits, and there are only 
about 100 individuals engaging in 
the work across the country,” she 
notes.

“The world lias changed, and 
craftsmen need to transcend prac-

Wliat’s the first thing that pops 
into your mind when you think of 
wheat straw? Most people would 
probably just see it as a pile of waste 
in a former’s field. However, Wu Cui, 
an intangible cultural inheritor, can 
turn the straw left over from har
vested wheat into beautiful and eye
catching functional artworks. 

“The most common materials, 
such as wheat stalks, corn husks and 
reeds, once processed by the hands 
of craftsmen, can be magically 
transformed,” says Wu, a straw plait
ing craftswoman from Helan coun
ty, Northwest China’s Ningxia Hui 
autonomous region.

Straw plaiting is a method of 
manufacturing daily items or art
works by braiding straw. It was list
ed as a national intangible cultural 
heritage in 2008.

“The technique enjoys a pro
found history in China and has 
played a significant role in the dai
ly lives of common people, whether 
it’s wearing slippers or hats made 
from straw, or using a straw basket 
or a straw mat,” explains Wu, 28, a 
sixth-generation inheritor of straw 
plaiting.

The earliest straw-woven prod
ucts were unearthed at Hemudu 
Cultural Ruins, a Neolithic cultural 
site located in East China’s Zhe
jiang province. The Book of Rites, 
one of the classical works of Confu
cianism, also records that there 
were already mats made of cattail 
grass and professional straw-weav
ing craftsmen during the Zhou 
Dynasty (c.llth century-256 BC).

For Wu, her family have provid
ed a lot of support, while the coun
tryside, where she got involved 
with the craft, is a source of inspi
ration.

“Immersed in an atmosphere 
with a passion for the technique, I 
made the straw-plaiting my job 
and started from scratch after 
graduating from university two 
years ago,” Wu says.

Now, she is working at a compa
ny in Beijing that focuses on the 
promotion of traditional crafts, 
such as straw plaiting and clay 
sculpture.

Wu also described her uncle, the 
fifth-generation inheritor of straw 
plaiting, as her first teacher.

“As a child I had a penchant for 
catching grasshoppers and remem
bered how my uncle taught me to

Then comes the disassembly. “It’s 
like performing surgery on digital 
products, with different types of 
screwdrivers and tweezers,” Lin 
explains.

The components, after being 
carefully cleaned, will be laid out 
on a piece of white paper in the 
desired order.

The final step is to use graphics 
software to draw and print a base 
plate based on that layout and affix 
the components to it.

It took Lin around half a year to 
fulfill the initial batch of orders, 
but, as she continued to post new 
videos, orders kept coming.

In late 2020, she had to hire some 
helpers and opened a business in 
Weifang, Shandong province, to 
grasp the opportunity.

Now her company, with more 
than 10 employees, has an annual 
turnover of more than 3 million 
yuan ($446,500).

Besides digital products, Lin has 
also received some special items 
with touching stories that moved 
her. In 2021, she received a request 
to disassemble a watch, but a dia
mond ring was delivered to her 
together with the timepiece.

It turned out that a man sur- 
named Liu, whose wife had passed 
away due to illness, hoped to com
memorate what would have been 
their 10th wedding anniversary.

“I felt so touched, but it was also 
quite stressful trying to present 
such a sad but tender story,” Lin 
recalls. “My solution was to present 
the components of the watch in the 
shape of a tree which ends at the 
diamond ring.”

She also received a set of barber’s 
tools from a client surnamed Yu. 

Yu’s father was a veteran barber, 
but had passed away in his 40s.

They had shared a close bond, 
and his father’s sudden death dealt 
a heavy blow to Yu, who was only 18 
years old at the time.

Going against his father’s wishes, 
while he was still alive, Yu had ini
tially refused to become a barber. 

After being mired in grief for sev
eral years, Yu finally decided to take 
on a career as a barber, so he want
ed to mount his late father’s tools in 
his memory.

“I feel a lot of trust when people 
send me the items of their loved 
ones. I’m glad that I can help them 
present a cherished memory, once 
hidden in their mind, in this way,” 
Lin says.

Speaking of the future, she notes 
that there are no big plans, but she 
will keep focusing on her daily 
work. “Opportunities cannot be 
predicted, but they do sometimes 
appear when an effort is being 
made,” she says.

make a grasshoppei' cage, my first 
straw-weaving work,” she recalls.

To complete a work, Wu says she 
is meticulous about planning, pro
duction and revision, a practice the 
young woman adheres to with 
every piece.

Different pieces need different 
materials, Wu says, adding that 
products modeled after insects are 
usually made using leaves from 
palm trees or reeds, while hats, 
small baskets, and big animals are 
mostly made using straw.

Wu explains the process of straw
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Lin Xi, a 26-year-old entrepre
neur engaged in electronic disas
sembly art has proved with her 
experience that no effort is in vain. 

Lin’s work is to tear apart used 
electronic products, such as 
phones, tablets, game consoles and 
computers, and then present the 
components in an artistic way.

“After being reassembled, the 
once dust-laden items will become 
exhibition pieces that remind the 
owners of their childhood experi
ence, a period of hard work or a 
deep-rooted memory,” she says.

Lin gained her popularity on 
short-video platform Douyin, the 
Chinese version of TikTok.

In 2020, she posted two videos 
introducing an iPhone 4 and a Play
Station Portable (PSP) console that 
she had disassembled.

Through her videos, many peo
ple realized, for the first time, that 
idle, but classic, electronic prod
ucts can be framed like art.

People were also attracted by the 
smiling girl, who wore an apron, a 
pair of rimmed glasses and talked 
them through the process.

“The two videos quickly received 
more than 10,000 likes and then 
nearly 200 orders poured in, most 
of which were for the disassembly 
artworks of the iPhone 4 and PSP,” 
Lin recalled.

Electronic disassembly is intri
cate work that needs both a delicate 
touch and aesthetic sensibility.

Lin has to check the condition of 
the items she receives, and she 
communicates with her customers 
to learn the stories behind each one 
and the type of presentation they 
prefer.

However, it was not luck that 
brought Lin her current success.

She first tried her hand at lives
treaming in 2017 as a performer 
singing popular songs on Douyin. 
At the time she was a senior at Bei
jing Foreign Studies University 
majoring in Turkish and interna
tional journalism.

Being talkative with a natural 
on-camera demeanor, she quickly 
attracted more than 400,000 fol
lowers, earning more than 1,000 
yuan a day from digital gifts and 
rewards. Most other college stu
dents at the time were only earning 
150 yuan a day from their part-time 
jobs.

“At that time, some people 
thought livestreaming was not a 
decent job, while others felt it was 
energy-sapping and emotionally 
draining work that could not be 
sustained over the long term. But I 
enjoyed it a lot, because my dream

ticality and pursue the beauty and 
artistry of straw culture to help the 
craft survive and thrive,” she says. 

From her perspective, straw 
plaiting should respond to people’s 
needs and preferences, while still 
drawing inspiration from tradi
tional culture.

In today’s fest-paced modern 
life, people have a desire to 
embrace nature and find pleasure 
in it, she says, adding that straw 
plaiting can meet people’s spiritual 
and cultural needs.

“For instance, intangible cultur
al heritage has growing impor
tance on campus, and I used to be 
invited to teach students about the 
history of, and demonstrate, the 
straw plaiting technique,” she 
says, adding that students were 
very engaged and eager to learn 
about it.

“We also exhibit works that are 
popular in the market at our office, 
which always draws people’s atten
tion,” she says.

“By occupying a position in the 
market and winning the hearts of 
consumers, more people will 
understand the culture behind the 
techniques, and more craftspeople 
will be encouraged to devote 
themselves to it as a career,” she 
adds.

“Thanks to government’s empha
sis on precious folk crafts, straw 
plaiting will have a larger public 
profile,” she says.

At present, China has established 
a tiered system of intangible cultur
al heritage, spanning the national, 
provincial, municipal and county 
levels, and it lias identified more 
than 100,000 representative items 
of each one.

“For straw plaiting to blossom, 
craftspeople should make a concert
ed effort to grasp the trends and 
opportunities of the times to create 
new and relevant products,” she 

says.
When asked about her plans, Wu 

says she aspires to dig deeper into 
local traditional culture and create 
cultural creative products by fully 
leveraging the straw plaiting tech
nique.

“I will try to make products mod
eled on the rock paintings of Helan 
Mountain, which have a profound 
history, and take measures to bring 
new splendor to the ancient tradi
tional craft,” she says.
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Clockwise from left: Wu Cui makes a straw-woven dinosaur at a studio in Beijing in October. Straw-braided cranes are arranged to form an 
artistic scene. The two straw cranes made by Wu. provided to china daily
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From left: A disassembled watch and a diamond ring created by Lin Xi for a client to commemorate a touching milestone. Lin hangs one of
her works on the wall of her studio in Weifang, Shandong province, provided to china daily
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Coach Xu Zhaowei explains tactics during a soccer game at Yuanbao Primary School in Dafang county, Guizhou province, zhou xungui / for china daily

Soccer helping them realize goals
Two footballs and an untrained coach chart a course out of Yuanbao’s mountainous terrain for its students
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Students enjoy their meal at Yuanbao Primary School. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Contact the writers at
zhaoruixue @ chinadaily.com .cn
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Two footballs, Nine Bends 
Nestled amid a range of moun

tains, Yuanbao village has just one 
winding road leading to the outside 
world. Because of the bends in the 
winding road through the moun
tains, the road has earned the name 
“Nine Bends”.

There are very few young adults in 
the village as most of them have left 
to earn a living in die cities. Yuanbao 
Primary School has about 300 stu
dents, half of them staying with their 
grandparents. The children hardly 
ever get a chance to venture for away 
from die mountains.

At 6:30 am on any given day in 
December it is still dark in the 
mountain village of Yuanbao in 
Dafang county of Southwest China’s 
Guizhou province. But Wu Yujie, 12, 
and her teammates were already at 
the playground of the Yuanbao Pri
mary School for routine half-an- 
hour exercises and soccer training 
under Xu Zhaowei, their Chinese 
teacher and coach.

The soccer team consists of more 
tiian 50 girls of varying ages, all stu
dents from the second to the sixth 
grade at the school, die youngest one 
just 8 years old and the oldest 12.

Wu, the team leader, is the most 
skilled, knowing her way around 
with the ball. Anyone who is not 
good at passing the ball or making a 
particular move observes Wu.

The girls attend three training ses
sions five days a week. They train for 
two and a half hours, from 4:00 pm 
to 6:30 pm, after school; for half-an- 
hour after 9:00 pm; and then again 
in the early morning.

The rigorous training has helped. 
They have won several soccer cham
pionships including national-level 
ones, earning a reputation as the 
Yuanbao girls’ soccer team.

Their good performance has 
earned some girls seats in famous 
schools in big cities. Eight of die girls 
go to the China Football School of 
Beijing Sport University in Zunyi, 
Guizhou province, and five to 
Guangzhou Polytechnic of Sports in 
Guangzhou, Guangdong province.

In a way, the sport lias paved the 
way for these girls from the moun
tains to see a bigger world outside 
and realize their dreams.

“It’s not that soccer is the only way 
for these children to walk out of the 
mountains to a better future, but at 
least, currently, playing soccer offers 
them a way,” said Xu.
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Role models
In 2020, five players of the Yuan

bao soccer team secured a chance to 
get professional training at the 
Guangzhou Polytechnic of Sports. 
The school has trained several 
world champions such as diving 
champion Quan Hongchan.

The selected girls will complete 
their education from primary 
school tiirough college in Guang
zhou, and represent the city in soc
cer, Xu said.

Five months after training in 
Guangzhou, the five girls went back 
to Yuanbao to join their home 
school’s soccer team and play a 
game in Kunming, capital of Yun
nan province. The Yuanbao team 
won the championship, a victory 
that Xu treasures the most

Exchanges with the five girls 
motivated younger players in

middle school in the county rath her 
good performance on the field and is 
now studying in a senior middle 
school in Chongqing.

This brought hope to Wu’s moth
er, who believes playing soccer cre
ates opportunities for people in the 
village.

To accompany Wu, and also help 
the soccer team, she stopped work
ing in tiie cities and returned to the 
village in 2020 to cook for the soccer 
players, even though the pay is 
much less than that she earned in 
the cities.
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Forty-two-year-old Xu came to the 
school in September 2013, as a teach
er volunteering to assist with rural 
education. He teaches Chinese to 
students of the third and sixth 
grades.

The school didn’t have a play
ground until 2017.

Xu played with his students on an 
uneven ground in front of the school 
building.

In 2017, when somebody donated 
two footballs to the school, Xu began 
playing it with the students.

“At the beginning, they had no 
idea how to play the game, but they 
showed great interest,” said Xu.

The two footballs were among the 
few pieces of sports equipment they 
had on the campus.

Some days later, schoolmaster 
Wang Guangwen managed to get a 
public welfare organizer to build a 
soccer ground for the school. T\vo 
months after the field came up, they 
began holding a sports festival for 
primary and junior middle school 
students in the county.

“Footballs, a playing field and then 
a sports festival, it was time to orga
nize a soccer team next,” said Xu.

In less than a week, 30 students 
applied to join the team. And their 
unofficial training began.

As a soccer fan, Xu has some basic 
knowledge about soccer. He spends 
a lot of time learning from videos.

He didn’t expect the girls to play so 
well and win laurels for the school. 

“The idea was to just play together 
and exercise. Besides, I wanted them 
to learn teamwork by playing soc
cer,” said Xu.

But the girls surprised Xu during 
the county’s sports festival by 
becoming champions among prima
ry schools in the county.

“They demonstrated a tenacious 
spirit and a pure thirst to succeed,” 
said Xu, adding that he was 
impressed by that.

Good performance in the games 
won recognition for the Yuanbao 
soccer team. Several players got 
admission into good junior middle 
schools in the county with their out
standing soccer playing ability.

Xu and Wang realized that soccer 
could give the children better chan
ces of getting quality education. 
They started putting more efforts on 
developing the school’s soccer team. 

In 2019, the two applied success
fully for their school to become a 
demonstration school for campus 
soccer and won more support for 
developing soccer courses from local 
education authorities and social 
organizations.
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Xu’s expectations
When he organized the soccer 

team, Xu never expected it would 
pave the way for children in the 
mountainous region, especially the 
girls, to realize a better future.

In the beginning, he was able to 
play soccer with his students with

out any pressure.
However, as the school’s populari

ty increased because of the soccer 
they were playing, Xu’s pressure 
kept mounting. He now needs to 
shoulder the hopes of more chil
dren, and their parents too.

Some girl students transferred 
themselves from other schools to 
Yuanbao in order to be able to play 
in the soccer team and get admis
sion into a better junior middle 
school.

Some soccer players were spend
ing more than an hour walking to 
school, which was affecting their 
training. The school came to their 
aid by converting two classrooms 
into dormitories. The players now 
live on the campus and get more 
time to train.

Until 2020, it was Xu who cooked 
three meals a day for the players. 
But now, Wu’s mother takes care of 
the same, thus reducing his load.

Despite the satisfaction of doing 
his job, Xu feels “very tired” easily as 
he was diagnosed with diabetes two 
years ago.

‘When I came to Yuanbao, I didn’t 
have a plan on how long I will stay 
here, but now I have to make a lot of 
plans, from daily training to chart
ing the soccer team’s development 
in the following years,” said Xu.

Xu feels bad that he is not a pro
fessional football player who can 
offer' optimum training to the young 
players. He hopes some professional 
players will come forward to train 
them and help them learn better 
playing techniques.

Members of a girls' soccer team train at Yuanbao Primary School. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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By YANG JUN in Guiyang 
and ZHAO RUIXUE
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The school now has a new soccer 
ground, measuring 25 meters by 4G 
meters, which is large enough for the 
students to train in. They even have 
new jerseys. The school team lias 
selected more students.

In addition to some 50 girls in the 
girls’ team, there are 30 boys in the 
boys’ team, accounting for one-third 
of the total number of students in 
the school.

“Some students have quit, but 
most others are slogging on. They 
have all the good qualities of Chinese 
women football players — they are 
strong, they like to train very hard 
and have an indomitable spirit,” said 
Xu.

The students are proud to have 
become soccer players. The sport is 
helping them fulfill their dreams 
such as flying by aircraft and seeing 
the sea.

Yuanbao a lot. Wang Jiayue, one of 
the five girls, became the “Top 
Campus Scorer”.

A player recalled that Wang 
showed them how to find their way 
with a ball on the ground, how to 
warm up before a match and what 
to do after a match, and all these 
were techniques they had never 
heard of before.

And the younger players saw that 
the five girls’ Mandarin is much bet
ter, and they speak some English 
too.

However, it has not been easy for 
the five girls to adjust to life and 
training in Guangzhou. After all, the 
youngest was just 10 years old and 
the oldest 12 when they went to 
study around 1,000 kilometers away 
from home.

After training in Guangzhou, 
Wang realized they knew so little 
earlier. “The training here is much 
harder. Their technique and speeds 
are much better than ours,” said 
Wang.

The five girls also face difficulties 
learning Mandarin, mathematics 
and English.

‘We don’t understand what they 
are saying in English,” said Wang. 
Also, the girls were often homesick 
as the food in Guangzhou is very dif
ferent from that back home.

In such moments, they thought of 
Xu and texted him. He, in turn, 
encouraged them to be strong and 

stay on.
“It’s normal to be homesick. After 

all, they are so young. It takes time 
to get used to a new environment,” 
said Xu.

The young players who have 
walked out of the mountainous 
regions are contributing to the 
development of their hometown 
school in their own ways.

Wang, who attended the Union of 
European Football Associations 
Nations League, took the story of 
the girls’ soccer team to the world 
stage last year, and Zhang Ziyan, 
who became the champion of a soc
cer match in Guangdong province 
donated her medal to Yuanbao Pri
mary School to encourage her 
younger brothers and sisters.

The residents of Yuanbao village 
feel tiie five girls have walked out of 
the mountains to a bigger world 
with their good performance and 
become an inspiration for other 
girls.

The team leader, Wu, looks for
ward to getting a chance to study in a 
bigger city. Her elder sister, who 
joined the Yuanbao soccer team in 
2017, got admission into a good junior 
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Locals and tourists alike experience ice sports at the Shichahai ice rink in Beijing, on January 10,2023. zou hong/china daily

A winter sports wonderland, inspired by die Olympics
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he 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympic Games have 
integrated ice and 
snow sports into peo

ple’s lives. As the heritage of the 
Winter Olympics, the sports 
venues have become a popular 
choice for citizens to experience 
ice and snow. With the optimiza
tion of COVID-19 control proto
col, the ice and snow events have 
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Fireworks burst over the Snow and Ice World Park in Harbin, Hei
longjiang province, on January 5,2023. zhang shu/for china daily
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From left to right: Locals enjoy the ice and snow at the Beijing Water Cube Blizzard Carnival on Jan 9,2023. feng yongbin/china daily People participate in the snow tug-of-war at the Cuihua Mountain Ski Resort in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, on Jan 10,2023. yuan jingzhi/for china daily A snow sheep competition is held on the snowfield in Fuhai county of Altay prefecture, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, on Jan 9,2023. liu xin/ 
CHINA NEWS SERVICE

Tourists experience skating in Beijing Olympic Park, on Dec 8. 
CUI JUN / FOR CHINA DAILY

From left to right: Tourists experience the fun on the ice at Beijing Olympic Forest Park on January 2,2023. wang jing/china daily People participate in the ice dragon boat race at the Ninth National Mass Snow and 
Ice Activities in Harbin, Heilongjiang province, on December 24,2022. zhang shu/for china daily People experience skiing at the Beijing Shougang Ski Jumping Platform on January 8,2023. zhu xingxin/china daily

been integrated with folk cus
toms and tourism in many 
regions of the country. The ice 
and snow festivals as well as the 
popularity of rinks encourage 
people to participate in winter 
sports with enthusiasm, making 
snow and ice sports a new fash
ion.
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Chen spots a used table and is ready to take it home.
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Chen Jiaorong, Shanghai
resident and "stooper"

An abandoned clothes hanger on a street is Chen's 
latest discovery.

Contact the writer at
heqi@chinadaily.com.cn
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Growing industry
The lifestyle of “stooping” also relates to

1

Shanghai anymore and would leave after 
the lockdown was lifted. But because I like 
Shanghai so much, I wanted to attract more 
young people back through doing meaning
ful things.”

With more people taking part in “stoop
ing”, Chen’s groups on Xiaohongshu have 
expanded to five, with 500 people per group. 
She has also set up WeChat groups in 16 dis
tricts across the city, so people can share 
information on their used goods or provide 
“stooping” resources.

Chen said “stoopers” in Shanghai seldom 
work together. They simply take the items 
they need or share on related online groups. 
Believing that valuable items can be found 
along any road in the city, Chen has suggested 
that “stoopers” pay attention to spots under 
trees, garbage-collection sites and trash bins. 

She said she now only picks up unused 
goods and posts about them, as they are easy 
to clean up and use.

Some of the used items "stooper" Chen Jiaorong has 
collected from the streets of Shanghai.
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A used Vespa scooter and a piece of painting on the roadside 
in Shanghai, photos provided to china daily

New concept
The word “stoop” means to bend forward, 

but in the United States, for example, it also 
refers to a platform or entrance stairway to a 
house. The term “stooper” was coined in the 
US after a lot of people put their used or 
underused belongings in front of their door
steps to be taken away for free by those in 
need. Later, “stooping” was extended to 
loosely mean “picking up discarded items 
and recycling them.”

The term “stooping” first appeared online 
when two young New Yorkers posted dis
carded objects they found on the streets on 
Instagram. Named “Stooping NYC”, the 
account made 15,000 posts and gained over 
424,000 followers within three years. After 
getting more attention, similar accounts 
appeared from different countries.

Many believe that Chen is one of die first 
people to introduce the concept in China. 
On July 1, Chinese netizens saw a rare 
“stooping” post, which Chen called “Mikiko 
in Shanghai” on social media platform Xiao
hongshu, posting her first “stooping” note — 
an abandoned Vespa found by the roadside. 

So for, she has posted more dian 400 
“stooping” notes, sharing information about 
the abandoned goods she found in street 
comers in downtown area over the past six 
months. Her account now has over 35,000 
followers.

Chen explained that the idea of becom
ing a “stooper” started with her obsession 
with overseas videos in which she saw 
people picking up spare or unwanted food 
to eat. Chen then went to a bakery on Nan
jing West Road in June to see if there was 
any unsold food that needed to be dis
posed of.

“The lockdown (due to the COVID-19 pan
demic) had just been lifted and I wanted to 
know how they would deal with excess 
bread. It turned out that domestic bakeries 
would not throw the bread, instead, the staff 
would take away the leftovers,” Chen said.

Chen said she realized that it was difficult 
to pick up spare food in Shanghai or in other 
Chinese cities, but she became curious 
about picking up “useful garbage” from the 
roads.

On the night of June 28, Chen and her 
roommate started “stooping’: They found 
nothing at first, but more idle goods showed 
up later in the night. Besides finding a table 
and a scooter, they saw a cabinet and a fold
ing bed.

“Many passersby stopped and consid
ered taking them home, including us,” 
said Chen, who gave up later since they 
were unable to carry the goods home by 
themselves.

But the experience made Chen realize 
that there might be people who really need 
such abandoned items and are willing to 
take them home. Therefore, she posted her 
first blog about the Vespa on Xiaohongshu, 
which helped to find a new home for it and 
another item within a day.

“At that time, I was not sure if people 
would accept ‘stooping’ or had prejudices 
against picking up garbage. But the result 
surprised me, the younger generations like 
it and stalled to join me,” Chen said.

recycling and sustainable development. 
The social media platform Xiaohongshu 

released its 2023 “life-trends” report in 
December. The number of notes related to 
the circulation of idle goods in 2022 
increased by 814 percent year-on-year, a 
major trend. Instead of buying useless 
things, people are shifting to secondhand 
goods and replacing underused or unused 
objects.

According to the 2021 China Idle Goods 
Trade Carbon Emission Reduction 
Report, jointly issued by Tsinghua Univer
sity and other institutions, trading in idle 
goods covers almost all kinds of consumer 
goods, and the market size is estimated to 
reach 3 trillion yuan ($443 billion) by 
2025.
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Chen's rented house is full of secondhand items that 
she collected from the streets of Shanghai.

Other than Shanghai, "stooping" groups 

from Beijing. Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Suz

hou, Ningbo, Wuhan, Changsha and Zhuhai 

can be found on Xiaohongshu.
Wu Kaisi, a youth who graduated from the 

South China University of Technology, is a 
well-known "stooper" in Guangzhou. Guang
dong province. Wu hasn't bought new goods 

in seven years since collecting secondhand 

items.
"I pick up what I need or something of 

a certain age and design. My mattress, 
bedsheets, even supplies such as shower 
gel, shampoo and detergent all come 

from ‘stooping’," said Wu, adding that 

some garbage can be "turned into trea

sure" as long as it is properly trans

formed.

Wu's passion for used goods started after 
he visited the US earlier where he saw local 
flea markets. He now runs two 300-square- 

meter stores in Guangzhou and Foshan, 
Guangdong province, where he sells the 

goods that he has recycled, bought or 

found.

Li Ling, a 28-year-old from Taizhou, 
Zhejiang province, lives alone in Beijing 

since graduating from college. During 
her seventh home-moving in Beijing, Li 

learned about "stooping" on Xiaohong

shu. Instead of throwing away her sec

ondhand furniture due to the 
inconvenience of moving around, she 

chose to post about them in a “stooping” 
group and attached photos and her loca
tion. About 10 minutes later, she 

received a private message, asking for 
her carpet and stool. She said although 

the money people pay is little, the old 

items may be of value to someone com

pared with just discarding them. 
"This industry is relatively new in China, 

and people even have no concept of it... 
Most of us still think that secondhand goods 

are dirty and it is humiliating to buy them," 

said Wu.

"But now, more young people (in China) 
are working in the secondhand goods indus

try, and retro style is becoming popular 
among the post-2000 generation. Some 
people around me have even quit their jobs 

to become full-time 'secondhand goods 
hunters:' he added. 

Wu said the slowing economy and the 

increasing living pressure caused by the 

pandemic have also prompted the develop

ment of the used-goods industry. 

" People are gradually advocating a sav
ings-based consumption and environment

friendly lifestyle, instead of blindly pursuing 
luxurious consumption," Wu added.ing bowls and pans when ‘stooping: I picked 

up all kinds of beautiful tableware from vari
ous places to be used for a long time,” she said. 

Chen added that her expenses now are only 
rent and meals. “I can often pick up items 
(from the street) instead of buying so I can 
save 50 to 60 percent of my monthly salary?’ 

“‘Stooping’ is a healing process for me. I 
enjoy the scenery along a road, and that 
helps to manage my emotions. Also, I feel 
happy when I can pick something up,” Chen 
said.

The first time she realized that sense of joy 
was when she found a fire hydrant that was 
left from the concession period but well-pre
served on a roadside. “The act of ‘stooping’ 
gets you to notice things that you would not 
notice otherwise, and these things are a part 
of the beauty of a city?’

In addition to enjoying a “stooping” lifes
tyle, Chen had another initial intention. “I 
want to do something that was niche and 
could only happen in Shanghai, proving 
that the city is very interesting.

“Some friends told me that they don’t like

‘Healing process’
About 90 percent of objects in Chen’s dai

ly life come from “stooping” or are second
hand. She has found many useful goods for 
her home, such as mattresses, baskets and 
even Christmas trees. But what she likes the 
most is tableware.

“My only two bowls were broken during 
the lockdown, which led me to focus on find-

’ j
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I imagine these 
abandoned, goods on 
the roadside as ‘living 
creatures’, which 
have vitality but are 
not being fully used. 
They wait for 
someone to take 
them.”

rn

The trend of reusing secondhand goods is picking 
up in the country, He Qi reports in Shanghai.
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ince summer, 26-year-old Shanghai 
resident Chen Jiaorong has been 
walking along Julu Road in Shang
hai’s downtown area once or twice a

week, looking around and picking up “gar
bage”

After her action was noticed online, she 
was described by others as a “stooper” 
While seemingly affected by a culture of col
lecting abandoned items in some foreign 
countries, Chen has her own approach — 
she picks used goods to help find suitable 
new owners for some items and decorates 
her rented apartment with others.

Abandoned furniture, mattresses, table
ware, electric scooters, clothing and decora
tions make the list of Chen’s “collection”. 
When she spots such unused goods, she puts 
a pair of eyeball-shaped stickers on them 
before publishing notes on her social media 
accounts, and guiding others to pick them 
up from the streets.

Chen says usually someone comes to col
lect within a few hours of her posting about 
them, because the goods are removed as 
trash after cleaners start to work on the 
roads.

“I’ve seen videos of garbage disposal, like 
sofas that are taken to sites and smashed 
into pieces. I’ve thought, ‘What a pity!’” said 
Chen, who graduated from University Col
lege London.

“I imagine these abandoned goods on the 
roadside as ‘living creatures’, which have 
vitality but are not being fully used. They 
wait for someone to take them. I feel sorry 
for those goods, so I put the stickers on 
them,” Chen added.

J

‘Treasure’ hunt

Chen Jiaorong, who graduated from University College London, is one of the first people to introduce "stooping" in China, as 
many believe.
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Pinduoduo’s US storefront makes big splash
Temu offers bargain-basement prices on plethora of consumer goods

FF
SH'PP'HCFREE

A|VIl»lM

Q

v* t.

Online shopping platform Temu, a subsidiary of PDD Holdings, offers deep discounts on a range of products, chen yihang / for china daily
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By MENLU ZHANG in New York 
minhizhang@chinadailyusa.com

are used to a certain type of quality 
and design, and they’re okay with 
buying lesser-known brands."

She added that: “If you think 
about it, 10 years ago in the US, it 
was kind of weird to go online and 
buy a product with a brand that you 
can’t even pronounce. But Amazon 
lias done such a good job like edu
cating the American public because 
they’ve brought so many of these 
merchants online, and people have 
bought it because they trust Ama
zon, and then they realize, oh, the 
product is fine.”

1

Bene Neumann bought some 
toys, shoes and a bathroom rug from 
Temu during the holiday shopping 
season. “I don’t think Amazon lias as 
many good toys on it. I have looked 
for toys like these on Amazon,” he 
told China Daily.

In 2021, Chinese sellers account 
for a substantial percentage of over
all vendors on Amazon. According 
to the e-commerce research firm 
Marketplace Pulse, China-based 
sellers represented 75 percent of 
new sellers on Amazon in January 
2021. In 2021,38 percent of the top- 
selling brands on Amazon are based 
in China.

Temu offers an alternative to 
Amazon as a path to US consumers 
for Chinese suppliers. Temu’s busi
ness model is to remove the middle
man from the equation, allowing 
Chinese suppliers to sell directly to 
US consumers and ship directly 
from China, instead of building a 
network of US warehouses.

The shopping platform has about 
30,000 merchants with 300,000 to 
400,000 items for sale in 24 top cate
gories as of October, TechNode 
reported.

“I think Temu is coming to the US 
at a really good time because Ama
zon has spent basically the last five 
to seven years really educating the 
American public about made-in- 
China products,” Ma said. “People

300,000 pairs have been sold on 
Temu.

On Amazon, the same Lenovo 
Bluetooth earphones go for $14.49, 
nearly twice as expensive as on 
Temu.

Sherri White paid less than $4 for 
the pods.

“I love them! The sounds are clear 
and crisp. It is exactly as shown on 
the website,” White wrote in a recent 
product review. “I did buy some sim
ilar to this make and model in the 
store, but it cost between $10 to $20. 
I’m thinking about buying a few for 
my family and friends as gifts even 
after Christmas.”

During the Black Friday promo
tion that just passed, Temu’s prices 
were 10 to 20 percent of those of 
Amazon, 36 Kr said. In addition to 
rock-bottom prices, Temu also offers 
customers free shipping and full 
refunds if they’re not satisfied.

The shopping platform’s sales in 
November were roughly four times 
its sales in October, peaking during 
Black Friday shopping when daily 
sales hit $7 million in seven days, 
according to research company Yip- 
itData, The Wall Street Journal 
reported.

Some customers believe Temu’s 
business model could pose a new 
challenge to US e-commerce leader 
Amazon’s third-party marketplace 
and other Western online stores.

Optimal arrival
Temu came to the US market 

when US customers are more will
ing to buy China made products, 
said Ma. ‘Teople don’t even think 
about it. People are like, I’ve already 
done this a million times on Ama
zon. If Temu was coming in like five 
years ago, I think it would be a 
much, much tougher sale.”

China’s cross-border e-commerce 
lias made great steps in recent years. 
Data from the General Administra
tion of Customs showed that the 
import and export scale of the coun
try’s cross-border e-commerce seg
ment reached 2.11 trillion yuan in 
2022, up 9.8 percent year-on-year.

Globally, China is the largest 
online retail sales market, with the 
e-commerce industry contributing

Amazon has a very high share of 
e-commerce in the US, said Ma, add
ing that share is just unlikely to be 
maintained by only one platform. 
“Of course there are going to be oth
er competitors coming in, but they 
all have to be doing something dif
ferent. No one can compete against 
Amazon doing the exact same thing 
as Amazon,” she said.

“Temu comes in with different 
offerings than Amazon. It’s gonna 
come in and eat away at Amazon’s 
market share. However, I don’t see 
Temu really shaking the foundation 
of Amazon,” Ma said.

What Temu can be most success
ful at vis-a-vis Amazon is going to be 
the low-end or middle-end com
modity products where people don’t 
really care about brands, said Ma.

At Pinduoduo’s earnings confer
ence in November, Chen Lei, the 
company’s chairman and chief exec
utive, also acknowledged that com
petition in the industry is currently 
fierce.

‘We fully respect that there are 
many differences across different 
markets. And we also understand 
the need to constantly experiment 
and we expect that the process will 
be full of challenges. So we will be 
patient and work together with our 
partners to create long-term value 
for consumers,” Chen said.

“Currently, we are still in the early 
stages of exploration. And we have 
many areas to improve in terms of 
the services that we provide. We 
need to learn and also optimize,” 
Chen said during the earnings con
ference.

still going through constant trials 
where we focus on how to create 
unique value,” Liu Jun, vice-presi
dent of finance at Pinduoduo, said 
during the company’s third quarter 
2022 earnings conference call in 
November.

‘We believe that financial metrics 
are the natural results from the val
ue that we create. As the interna
tional business is still at a very early 
stage, the current impact on our 
financial numbers is small,” Liu 
said.

Previous attempts by some Chi
nese companies to break into the US 
e-commerce market also met with 
limited success. Shein has been criti
cized for the environmental impact 
of selling clothes so cheap that they 
are almost disposable.

Temu’s website says it “will offset 
carbon emissions from every deliv
ery” and prominently displays its 
intellectual property policy.

Temu’s shipping process is also 
slower than that of Amazon. 
According to the company, orders 
take seven to 15 business days to 
arrive, longer than Amazon’s deliv
ery time, which averages three to 
five business days. Amazon also 
offers same-day or next-day deliver
ies via its Prime subscription servi-
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more than half of the retail sales in 
2021, said Business Wire.

“China’s cross-border e-com- 
merce market lias remained on a 
fast track since 2015,” said a report 
published by global consultancy EY, 
which gave credit to the country’s 
supportive policies.

Still, there are huge business 
opportunities in China’s cross-bor
der e-commerce field. Although 
cross-border e-commerce has 
grown rapidly in China in recent 
years, the trade value of cross-bor
der e-commerce in China only 
accounts for around 36.32 percent 
of the total import-export transac
tion value, according to a report 
from the China E-Commerce 
Research Center.

Many Chinese enterprises started 
to seize opportunities. In May 2021, 
China’s cross-border online shop
ping app Shein surpassed Amazon 
to top the list of US shopping apps. 

Shein focuses on the small but 
fast-growing field of cross-border 
e-commerce logistics, one of the rea
sons it has become a dominant fast 
fashion brand in the US. Shein’s rev
enue exceeded 100 billion yuan in 
2021, up from 1 billion yuan in 2016. 

Compared with Shein, Temu 
started relatively late in the US 
market.

“Our international business is 
currently in a very early stage. It is

‘Every day Black Friday’
Temu’s “every day is Black Friday" 

approach and its strategy of giving 
free stuff and coupons to users who 
promote the app on social media 
appeared to be resonating with con
sumers in the US — amid inflation 
and recessionary fears, US consum
ers haven’t seen prices this low' for a 
longtime.

A pair of Lenovo wireless Blue
tooth earphones, one of the best
selling products on Temu, is $7.59 
with no shipping fees. The delivery 
time is less than 10 days with free 
returns within 90 days. Nearly

Temu’s "every day is Black Friday" approach and its strategy of giving free stuff and coupons to users who promote the app on social media 
appear to be resonating with consumers in the US. Stephanie keith / bloomberg via getty images

During the recently concluded 
holiday shopping season, the most 
downloaded shopping app in the 
United States w'as not Amazon, eBay 
or Etsy, but an online shopping plat
form launched about five months 
ago — Temu.

Temu has seen more than 16 mil
lion installs in the US since its 
launch in September, according to 
App Intelligence, and it has been the 
most downloaded app in all catego
ries in the US for most of the time 
since November.

When you open Temu, prices 
seem almost too good to be true. 
Examples include a men’s quartz 
watch for $3.59, a magnetic wireless 
charger goes for $5.49 and an eyelin
er sets you back just 71 cents.

By mid-November, Temu had 
reached $90 million in average daily 
gross merchandise value, according 
to news website 36Kr. Temu plans to 
reach total sales of $30 billion in five 
years, an achievement that Shein, a 
Chinese company which created a 
successful business model by selling 
fast fashion clothing at ultralow pri
ces, took 10 years to attain.

Boston-based Temu is a subsidi
ary of PDD Holdings, which is the 
parent company of China’s e-com- 
merce giant Pinduoduo. As the first 
US storefront of Pinduoduo, Temu 
offers deep discounts on a range of 
products, mostly shipped directly 
from factories or warehouses in 
China.

PDD Holdings has recorded suc
cess in selling heavily discounted 
products in China over the past few 
years, and it had a market cap of 
$122.65 billion as of mid-January. 
Given the success of Temu, its stock 
— listed on the Nasdaq exchange as 
PDD — has gained more than 32 
percent in three months.

Temu can offer unbeatable low 
prices because the company is “for
tunate to have the support of our 
parent company, PDD Holdings, 
whose global network of suppliers 
and logistics partners has helped us 
to offer US consumers a wide selec
tion of quality products at the most 
competitive prices” a Temu spokes
man told China Daily.

Temu can grow fast because it’s 
“using the same playbook Pinduo
duo is doing in China — having 
these best-selling, very low cost 
items on sale to attract eyeballs. 
They also do a lot of paid advertising 
and I think they’re doing better 
quality control”, Rui Ma, a tech ana
lyst and founder of Tech Buzz China, 
told China Daily.

Temu is paying top dollar for mar
keting. It had an advertising budget 
of 1 billion yuan ($1476 million) in 
September, and the company has 
reportedly earmarked more than 7 
billion yuan to help push the Temu 
brand this year, according to Tech- 
Node.

Temu’s strategy has gained 
returns especially in the recent holi
day shopping season, when US cus
tomers were facing the highest 
inflation levels seen in a generation. 

In the US, inflation peaked at 9.1 
percent in 2022, marking a 40-year 
high. The high prices are squeezing 
household budgets, affecting con
sumer confidence and driving up 
the cost of living. A recent report by 
Morning Consult shows that 56 per
cent of US consumers are willing to 
shop less overall.

Data from Citigroup, Mastercard 
and Bank of America released in 
October showed that US consumers 
had cut back on buying luxury 
goods and accessories before the 
holiday shopping season.

In a recent consumer community 
survey made by research agency 
Gartner, more than 30 percent of 
consumers in the US said they are 
utilizing digital price comparisons 
and coupon tracking tools.
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The Dengchigou Catholic Church in Baoxing county, Sichuan province, is a blend
of Chinese courtyard and Gothic architecture.

Wild goats gather near the steps leading down from the summit of the Dawa Genza nature spot in Sichuan’s Baoxing county.

Contact the writers at
huangzhiling@ chinadaily.com .cn

4

imen and mailed it to the Museum of Natural 
History’s Henri Milne-Edwards in Paris. In 1870, 
Edwards published a paper declaring the panda 
to be a new species.

The specimen, kept at the Museum of Natural 
History, aroused Westerners’ initial interest in 
the bear unique to China.

The church, where David worked and lived, is a 
blend of Chinese courtyard and Gothic architec
ture. Located deep in the mountains, it draws in 
visitors and is connected to David’s hometown. 

To mark the 100th anniversary of his death, 
some 40 people from Espelette led by its mayor 
Andre Darraidou went there for the first time in 
November 2000. Espelette and Baoxing estab
lished ties as sister cities.

Darraidou visited Baoxing four times before he 
passed away at 75 in 2019, says Sun Qian, former 
vice-mayor of Ya’an which administers Baoxing. 

In April 2019, 47 Frenchmen from David’s 
home city visited the church to commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of his scientific discovery 
of the panda.

A descendant of David, 72-year-old Jean David, 
was amazed to find out that the church, where 
Armand David lived and worked 150 years ago, 
was so well preserved. He stood for a long time in 
front of David’s photos in a newly-opened hall on 
the panda’s origin. “I saw many of the materials 
on display for the first time”, he says.

The year 2014 marked the 145th anniversary of

David’s scientific discovery of the panda and the 
50th anniversary of the establishment of diplo
matic relations between China and France.

On March 18 that year, Luo Weixiao, a 64-year- 
old citizen of Ya’an, set out from the Dengchigou 
Catholic Church, and spent nearly four months 
cycling about 15,000 km to arrive at Espelette on 
July 10 that year. Because of his promotion of the 
panda culture along the way, Luo was referred to 
as “Grandpa Panda”

Just 3 kilometers from the Dengchigou Catholic 
Church is the Baoxing County Giant Panda Cul
tural Publicity and Education Center, which cov
ers more than 20,000 square meters and has two 
residents — Xing Rui, a 14-year-old male panda, 
and Ying Mei, a 20-year-old female. Seeing them 
frolicking and drinking water during his recent 
visit to Baoxing organized by the county govern
ment and Vision Sichuan Magazine of Sichuan 
Daily Group for expatriates in Chengdu, Sichuan, 
Dariusz Wanatowski, pro-dean of the University 
of Leeds and Southwest Jiaotong University Joint 
School in Chengdu, says that he had not seen pan
das so close before, and they were cute.

Baoxinghas the Dawa Genza scenic spot in Yaoji 
Tibetan town, which is home to a mountain boast
ing Asia’s largest 360-degree viewing platform. On 
top of the mountain, which is 3,866 meters above 
sea level, visitors can live in a tent hotel so that ear
ly risers can see the sunrise, the sea of clouds, the 
snow-capped Jiajin Mountain and wild goats on 
the boardwalk down the summit.

American associate professor Shi Wenyuan, 
who is Wanatowski’s colleague, recently took 
photos of the starry sky at night and the sea of 
clouds during the daytime, and felt that it was 
worth the trip, especially when the sunrise came. 

Yaoji has a population of more than 5,000 peo
ple, 95 percent of whom are Tibetan villagers. 
Visitors to the township can feast on Tibetan 
meals and join the famous guozhuangwu, a style 
of traditional Tibetan folk dance that is per
formed by a group of people dancing in a circle, 
around a bonfire at night.

Isaac Owusu Asante from Ghana has visited 
Baoxing with Wanatowski and Shi. A young 
expert in architecture, he says that he had seen 
the achievements of rural revitalization when he 
came across the houses in Yaoji.

From 1957 to 1982, China sent 24 pandas as 
national gifts to nine countries. Seventeen of 
those animals were from Baoxing.

After 1982, China no longer sent pandas as 
national gifts abroad, but adopted the way of 
cooperative research. More than 50 pandas and 
their descendants went abroad in this way, 
according to a display in the Dengchigou Catho
lic Church.

China’s fourth panda census, the results of which 
were released in 2015, tallied 1,864 wild pandas as 
of the end of 2013. Of those, 181 were in Baoxing.

In July 2006, Sichuan’s giant panda habitat 
was included in the World Natural Heritage List 
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization. Covering 9,245 sq km, the 
habitat includes Baoxing.

The giant panda species has lived on earth for 
around 8 million years. But the West only learned 
about it in 1869 thanks to a French missionary 
trying to convert people in China to Catholicism. 

Jean Pierre Armand David (1826-1900) was 
born in Espelette, France. A Vincentian priest 
and a naturalist with an extensive knowledge of 
ornithology, zoology and botany, he started 
working in the Dengchigou Catholic Church in 
Baoxing in March 1869. Soon afterward, he was 
invited to tea at a local hunter’s home where he 
saw the skin of a giant panda.

Suspecting it to be a new animal species, he 
had the hunter capture a live panda, made a spec

ny mention of Baoxing county in 
Southwest China’s Sichuan province 
would likely remind history bufis of 
.June 1935, when soldiers of the Red 

Army crossed die snow-capped Jiajin Mountain 
in the county during the Long March.

The Long March began in Ruijin in East Chi
na’s Jiangxi province, where the Provisional Cen
tral Government of the Soviet Republic of China 
was established in 1931.

The central Soviet area had to be abandoned in 
1934 after the Red Army failed to break through a 
yearlong blockade launched by Kuomintang lead
er Chiang Kai-shek, who built blockhouses with 
machine guns to obstruct all routes out of the area. 

The Red Army managed to find a way out and 
traveled thousands of kilometers, enduring 
unimaginable hardship, before arriving at the 
northern part of Shaanxi province to join the rev
olutionary base.

Jiajin was the first snowy mountain the Red 
Army crossed during the Long March.

Being more than 4,000 meters above sea level, 
it is covered with snow all year round and the air 
is very thin. The weather on the mountain is con- 
stantiy shifting. According to a book on the Long 
March published by the Party History Press, the 
weather could quickly change from cloudy to 
sunny, rain to snow, with hailstones and strong 
winds a constant menace.

Most of the Red Army soldiers had no experi
ence navigating icy terrain and their footwear 
consisted of either cloth shoes or straw sandals, 
according to the book.

Despite it being June, a blizzard swept through 
the heights and the soldiers’ thin clothing was 
quickly soaked. The biting cold and great difficul
ty in breathing wreaked havoc.

From the base of Jiajin to its final peak, several 
hundred people perished during the 40-km hike. 
Some who were so exhausted that thej' had to 
rest were unable to get back on their feet, Dong 
Biwu, a Long March veteran, told American jour
nalist Agnes Smedley in Yan’an, northern 
Shaanxi, in 1937

Despite the awe-inspiring Jiajin, the more tem
perate Baoxing is known to visitors as the habitat 
of the giant panda, one of the most iconic animals 
in the world. Located on the western edge of the 
Sichuan Plain, Baoxing is an important ecologi
cal area in the upper reaches of the Yangtze River. 
It covers 3,114 square kilometers, 99.7 percent of 
which is mountainous. Three quarters of the land 
is in the core area for the protection of pandas.

“IfFl J

A snow-capped mountain peak 
seen in the Dawa Genza scenic 
area in Baoxing county, Sichuan 
province.

Isaac Owusu Asante (middle) 
from Ghana chats with reporters 
amid majestic peaks.

The majestic sea of clouds seen 
from the top of the Dawa Genza 
scenic spot.

A panda quenches his thirst in 
the Baoxing County Giant Panda 
Cultural Publicity and Educa
tion Center in Sichuan.

With history and heritage, including a famous Red Army 
maneuver and the panda, Baoxing county offers visitors a 
stunning experience, Huang Zhiling and Li Ning report.

B iiwJ,

The breathtaking height of adventure
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Visitors can admire and be inspired by “peak viewing" in Dawa Genza, Baoxing county, Sichuan province, which is home to a mountain 
boasting Asia’s largest 360-degree viewing platform, located 3,866 meters above sea level, photos by liu lanying / for china daily
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6. Courting breakthroughs
2022 marked a progressive year of Chinese tennis on both 

the men’s and women’s professional circuits. Teen star Zheng 
Qinwen made international headlines after reaching the 
fourth round at the French Open in May, joined by youngster 
Wang Xiyu and veteran Zhang Shuai to bolster the revival of 
the female contingent. Men’s top ace Zhang Zhizhen became 
the first Chinese mainland player to crack the world’s top-100 
ranking in October while former US Open junior winner Wu 
Yibing finally proved his potential by advancing into the third 
round of the US Open main draw to become the first Chinese 
mainlander to do so in the Open era.

7. Historic leap
With his 8.36-meter leap in the sixth and final round, Chi

nese long jumper Wang Jianan claimed the country’s first gold 
medal in any horizontal jumping events at the world champi
onships on July 17 in the United States to deliver another boost 
to China’s track and field community following sprinter Su 
Bingtian’s 100m final appearance at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

1. Exceptional Beijing 2022
A defining moment of the year, the 2022 Winter Olympics 

closed on Feb 20 in Beijing to international acclaim for the 
stunning action, safe and smooth organization amid the pan
demic and the Games’ rich legacy for the host areas. Beijing 
went down in history as the world’s first city to host both the 
summer and winter editions of the Games while China is 
expected to benefit from the facility upgrades and an increas
ing number of over 346 million winter sports fans to build 
itself into a world power on ice and snow.
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3. Rise of Su-per star
A fine product of China’s own winter sports program, young 

snowboarder Su Yiming etched himself into history at Beijing 
2022 after claiming the host’s first ever Olympic gold in the 
sport in men’s big air at the age of 17, building on a silver from 
slopestyle to make him one of the brightest stars on a Chinese 
delegation that won a record nine gold medals to finish at its 
highest ever position at third on the Winter Games’ medal table.

8. Dominance consolidated
China won all eight matches to claim its fifth consecutive 

women’s team title at the 2022ITTF World Team Table Tennis 
Championships held in Chengdu on Oct 8, before the all-con
quering Chinese men’s side swept aside Germany 3-0 in the 
final one day later to lift the men’s team trophy for tire 10th 
time in a row.

9. Going beyond the bar
With near-perfect displays of strength, balance and compo

sure, the Chinese men’s artistic gymnastic squad cemented its 
return to top of the sport by reclaiming the world team title on 
Nov 2 in Liverpool, England. A total of 257.858 points in the 
final saw China fend off longtime rival Japan by 4.463 points — 
the biggest winning margin since the 2007 worlds — to collect 
a record-extending 13tli gold and 10th consecutive medal in 
the team showpiece.

10. Legal support reinforced
A revision to China’s sports law was passed in June at the 

session of the country’s top legislature and has taken effect 
since Jan 1. This was the first comprehensive and systematic 
revision since the law’s initial enforcement in 1995. The 
revised Law on Physical Culture and Sports added four new 
chapters, aimed at providing stronger legal support and pro
tection in areas, such as anti-doping, sports arbitration, sports 
industry and supervision and management of sporting events, 
to facilitate China’s ambition of building a world-class sport
ing powerhouse.

4. Hoops heroics
Counting on its resilient and tenacious team play, the Chi

nese squad battled past Olympic bronze medalist France and 
host Australia to return to the final of the FI BA Women’s World 
Cup on Oct 1 after its last appearance in 1994. Despite an 83-61 
final loss to 11-time winner United States, a silver medal had 
tied the best outcome of China’s women’s program at the show
piece tournament while delivering a huge inspiration on the 
National Day holiday.

2. Sensational Gu
As a face of Beijing 2022, women’s freestyle skier Gu Ailing 

shot to international stardom in Beijing after winning two 
gold medals (half-pipe, big air) and a silver (slopestyle) at her 
Olympic debut representing China, her mother’s home coun
try. The California-born prodigy has drawn massive interest 
from across the sports and fashion worlds for her inspiring 
feats and bi-cultural background.

5. Re-blooming Steel Roses
Unexpected yet urgently needed, Team China beat South 

Korea, 3-2. They recovered from two goals down in the final of 
the AFC Women’s Asian Cup on Feb 6 to bring home its ninth 
crown from the continental tournament after a 16-year title 
drought. The resurgence of the female squad, known as the 
“Steel Roses”, on the world stage had resulted in several key 
players landing contracts to ply their trade in overseas leagues, 
raising hopes for a strong campaign at the 2023 World Cup.
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As we bid. farewell to remarkable 
year of action-packed thrills, 

China Daily looks back 
at the nation’s biggest 

sports achievements in 2022.
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Shanxi’s environment delivers the feel-good factor

China Shanxi
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Meng Ting contributed to this story.

Technology harnessed to improve lives in countryside

By YUAN SHENGGAO
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is one of the major contributors to the 
growth of Shanxi’s rural economy.

Chen Yijun is the operator of a 
forming company based in the tallage 
of Danao, Shouyang county.

He was happy that he had a bump
er harvest at his com farm of360 hec
tares. “The per-hectare corn output 
reached a record 17.28 tons,” he said. 
“And per-hectare income was 48,375 
yuan, which can translate to 1742 mil
lion yuan for the entire farm.”

Backing the growth of his opera

tions are researchers from the Shanxi 
Agricultural University and other 
research institutions throughout the 
country. They are helping him culti
vate new' crop varieties with higher 
yields and higher quality, as well as 
developing new forming techniques. 

Throughout Shanxi, the agricultur
al industry is being supported by 
research facilities and scientists.

In 2022, the Shanxi Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
launched a high-quality seedlings 

operation can resume only after the 
problems (that caused abnormal 
emissions) are identified and 
solved.”

Taiyuan Iron and Steel Group is 
another example of a company 
reducing its waste gas, wastewater 
and solid waste discharges.

According to Shi Lairun, an exec
utive responsible for environmental 
protection at the company, the dis
charge reductions are made possi
ble with its wide-ranging recycling 
practices.

At the group’s coal-fired power 
plant, for instance, the coal ash and

________ I MM________ _____________________________________________ =_________ -11— 4 ____________________

The Fenhe River runs through Taiyuan, Shanxi province, adding luster to the city’s landscape, wang jing / for china daily

Farmers drive combine harvesters across a field of wheat at a village
in Yuncheng, Shanxi province, zang yansheng / for china daily

ing small businesses because these 
entities are the most vulnerable to 
economic uncertainties caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The administrations hold regular 
meetings with small and micro busi
ness owners to hear about their diffi
culties and their expectations. 
Through these meetings, the author
ities learned that market exit is as 
important as market access.

“Canceling operations and quit
ting from the market in a timely 
manner can help struggling business 
owners avoid further losses,” an offi
cial at the Shanxi Administration of 
Market Regulation explained.

For this purpose, the provincial 
administration has released new reg

prise in the country to release a cor
porate emission standard, which 
was stricter than the national stan
dard, in 2020.

According to Wang Junliang, dep
uty general manager of Guangda, 
the company has installed multiple 
monitoring devices for the emission 
of polluting gases and volatile 
organic compounds.

“If emissions surpassed our stan
dard, the monitoring system will 
report the emission data and the 
location to the operations center 
and a halt of operations at the loca
tion will follow,” Wang said. “The

ulations on market exit, with simpler 
procedures for businesses to cancel 
their operations.

The market regulators have 
noticed small businesses have diffi
culties in applying for loans, so they 
have collaborated with local financial 
institutions to address this concern.

The provincial market regulation 
administration forged an alliance 
with the Shanxi branch of Postal Sav
ings Bank of China in June 2020 to 
offer loans to small and micro busi
nesses. They jointly launched a 
“10-billion-yuan lending program” 
promising to lend 10 billion yuan 
($1.48 billion) to small and micro 
businesses in the period from June 
2020 to December 2021.

The program was later scheduled 
to continue, with 5 billion yuan of 
loans available in 2022. The total 
lending amount is expected to reach 
24 billion yuan by the end of2025.

Liu Jiaqi, a small hotpot restau
rant owner in Taiyuan, is a benefici
ary of the lending program. He 
recently borrowed 300,000 yuan 
from the bank.

He said the loan has relieved him 
from many concerns, so he is opti
mistic about his business in the 
future.

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the North China province of Shanxi 
has maintained remarkable econom
ic vitality over the past three years, 
evidenced by the growing number of 
market entities.

The latest data released by the 
Shanxi Administration for Market 
Regulation show that the number of 
market entities in the province 
reached 3.98 million by the end of 
2022, representing a 26.1 percent 
increase from 2021.

Local businesspeople said the 
enthusiasm for entrepreneurship 
and the confidence in the local econo
my are a result of support from the 
government and financial institu
tions.

Ren Feng is a deputy general 
manager of Jintian Real Estate 
Development based in the central 
Shanxi city of Jinzhong. On Jan 4, 
he took a business license and oth
er permits to create a subsidiary 
company at a business registration

The provincial government of 
Shanxi released an action plan for 
improving the air quality over 2022- 
23, requiring local environmental 
protection departments in Taiyuan 
and another 30 counties and cities 
in its neighborhood to halt the 
approval of polluting industrial pro
jects like coking facilities and con
ventional steelmaking furnaces.

Local businesses had implement
ed strict pollution control measures 
before this ban. Shanxi Guangda 
Coking and Gas Resources based in 
the county of Xiangfen, for 
instance, was the first coking enter-

other solid waste are recycled to 
make bricks and other prefabricat
ed construction components.

“Apart from solid waste recycling, 
we are also making the maximum 
use of other wastes,” Shi said. ‘The 
exhaust gases are turned into fuel 
for power generation, the surplus 
heat is used at heating plants, and 
the wastewater is disposed to be 
reused in the production process.”

The corporate efforts have led to 
decreases in almost all kinds of air 
pollutants, according to the Shanxi 
Department of Ecology and Envi

ronment
Its statistics show that 2022 saw 

the concentration of PM2.5 — partic
ular matters with a diameter of 2.5 
micrometers or less — decrease by 
2.6 percent from 2021. Discharges of 
sulfur dioxide and carbon monoxide 
also dropped by 20 percent and 6.7 
percent respectively.

The Fenhe River is a prime exam
ple of Shanxi’s efforts to improve 
water quality. The provincial 
department of ecology and environ
ment’s recently released data show 
that 57.1 percent of the river’s water 
body reached good or excellent 
water quality level in 2022, growing 
9.5 percentage points from 2021.

With sustained efforts in control
ling pollution, repairing ecology 
and increasing water supply, the riv
er’s ecological system is expected to 
improve in the years to come, 
according to Wang Yanfeng, head of 
the department

The official predicted that 80 per
cent of the river’s water' body could 
reach a Class III water quality stan
dard by the end of the year. Class III 
refers to water that can be used for 
irrigation and aquaculture.

He also predicted that the entire 
river could reach Class III by the end 
of2024 and surpass the standard by 
the end of 2025.

court Many people in the city made 
a living by operating vineyards. 
Today, the suburbs of Taiyuan and 
the nearby Taigu district and Qing- 
xu county remain key regions for 
grape production.

The techniques for brewing 
liquor varieties including zhuye- 
qing, which literally means bam
boo-leaf green, were brought to 
Italy via R>lo. The medicinal liquor 
quickly gained traction among Ital
ians for being appetizing, healthy 
and helpful to improved digestion. 

Today, in some food stores or 
health products stores in Rome, 
Paris and San Francisco, one can 
easily spot healthy liquors made 
from bamboo leaves.

Herb-based health products 
made in natural food markets and 
restaurants in the US city of Fort 
Lauderdale sell well. This herbal 
powder or liquid is put into baijiu, a 
type of Chinese alcohol, or fruit 
juice. It is believed that these herb- 
infused drinks can provide human 
cells with nutrients and increase 
vitality. For this reason, these drinks 
have come to be known as “smart 
foods”.

With the efforts of Xinghuacun 
Fenjiu, fenjiu liquor and its history 
and culture have been gaining rec
ognition around the world, accord
ing to a representative of the 
company. Since 2020, Xinghuacun 
Fenjiu created the cultural brand 
of “If our language is fenjiu". It is 
aimed at combining /eTyzu’s histo
ry and culture with the pursuit of a 
better life. It also highlights fenjiu’s 
uniqueness as well as what it 
shares with other liquors from 
around the globe.

I U.

Guests celebrated the historical 
connection between Chinese 
liquor and Italy at a recent recep
tion held in Milan by the Qingtian 
chamber of commerce to ring in 
the Chinese Lunar New Year.

Qingtian, a county in East Chi
na’s Zhejiang province, is the 
hometown of 381,000 overseas 
Chinese, who have settled across 
146 countries and regions, accord
ing to figures released by the East 
China Normal University in 
December. More than 100,000 
Qingtian natives live in Italy.

Chinese and Italian officials, rep
resentatives of organizations for 
Chinese living in Italy and mem
bers of the Qingtian chamber of 
commerce in Italy were among the 
more than 500 guests who attend
ed the reception.

A representative of Xinghuacun 
Fenjiu, a time-honored distiller 
based in North China’s Shanxi 
province, shared with guests the 
historical connection between fen
jiu, or traditional liquor made in 
Shanxi, and Italy. The story traces 
back to the Yuan Dynasty (1271- 
1368) and the famed Italian explor
er Marco Polo.

At die age of 17, Polo embarked on 
a journey to China with his father 
and uncle, arriving in Beijing — 
then called Dadu — in 1275. He 
recorded his experiences in his cele
brated book, Travels of Marco Polo. 

The book contains descriptions 
of lujiu — medicinal liquors mixed 
with edible animal and plant mate
rials — such as zhuyeqing, and wine 
from Taiyuan, which is now the cap
ital city of Shanxi province.

Wine made in Taiyuan had been 
made in tribute to the imperial

With a steadily growing rural econ
omy and an improving environment, 
Shanxi province’s countryside has 
become a better place to live in.

The forming sector is the mainstay 
of Shanxi’s rural economy. It main
tained an increasing rate on a par 
with or higher than the national aver
age in recent years.

Statistics from the Shanxi Depart
ment of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
show that the province’s grain output 
totaled 14.64 million metric tons in 
2022, up430500tons from 2021. The 
per-hectare output reached 4.64 tons, 
about 119 kilograms more than the 
figure in 2021. During the first three 
quarters of 2022, the added value of 
Shanxi’s agricultural industry — 
which includes farming, forestry, ani
mal husbandry and aquaculture — 
amounted to 92.47 billion yuan 
($13.65 billion).

The per capita disposable income 
of Shanxi’s rural residents reached 
11,471 yuan during the same period, 
growing 6.7 percent year-on-year. The 
increase was 0.3 percentage point 
higher than the national average.

Agricultural modernization driven 
by new technologies and innovations 

Xinghuacun Fenjiu executives show their high-end product at a 
recent reception held in Milan, Italy, to ring in the Chinese Lunar 
New Year, wen zhaoyan/ for china daily

About 74.5 percent of the days in 
2022 maintained good or excellent 
air quality, representing a 2.4 per
cent improvement from 2021.

The monitoring stations of 
Shanxi’s surface water bodies 
showed that 86 percent of the moni
tored sections reached good or excel
lent level in 2022, increasing 13.7 
percentage points from 2021 and 
30.8 percentage points from 2017.

The remarkable improvements 
are a result of the concerted efforts of 
governments, businesses and resi
dents, the department’s officials 
said.

Pictures of blue skies dotted with 
white clouds, and rivers and lakes 
with clear waters were a hit on 
social media in the North China 
province of Shanxi on New Year’s 
Day.

Guo Lilan, a resident of Taiyuan, 
the capital of Shanxi, had a walk 
along Fenhe Park in the city that day. 
The park is part of a scenic belt 
along the Fenhe, the second-largest 
river in the province.

“To be bathed in the warm winter 
sunshine and to see the crystal-clear 
water in the river can always put 
people in a good mood,” Guo said.

She added that these pleasant 
days are no more unusual as they 
were years ago. “But as the environ
ment is improving, I can tell you this 
New Year’s Day is the best in my 
memory and you can expect even 
better days in the future.”

Guo’s feeling was supported by 
the latest environmental data. The 
Shanxi Department of Ecology and 
Environment announced on Jan 2 
that the province achieved break
throughs in both air and water qual
ity in 2022, with several indexes 
reporting their best in history.

For instance, it said the compre
hensive air quality index was 4.49, 
improving 2.4 percent from 2021. 
The improvement rate was 31.7 per
cent over the past five years.

A machine operates at a new 
energy company in Changzhi, 
Shanxi province.
WANG RUIRUI / FOR CHINA DAILY 

cultivation program. As a part of the 
program, more than 100 researcher's 
from Shanxi established a seedling 
cultivation base in the southernmost 
Chinese province of Hainan. There 
they developed varieties of higher 
quality and bigger profit potential.

Along with the growth in agricul
ture is the fundamental transforma
tion of rural environment One prime 
example showing the improvement 
in rural environment and living con
ditions is the promotion of flush toi
lets.

You Yinghua, a resident in the vil
lage of Dongzhuang in the county of 
Yushe, said she is happy to have a new 
flush toilet in her home. “We used to 
use old-style public toilets in the vil
lage, which were always dirty and 
smelly” You said. “Now with a flush 
toilet in my home, I just feel life is as 
comfortable as that of city dwellers.” 

The promotion of modern toilets is 
part of a rural infrastructure project 
launched by the Shanxi government 
in recent years. The renovation and 
construction of such toilets involve 
investments from both governments 
and residents.

and approval center in the city. 
“We registered the subsidiary to 

vie for a property development 
project, for which the bid will open in 
the near future,” Ren said. “We didn’t 
expect the approval process would be 
completed in three days. Everything 
is now in place, including a business 
license, a corporate seal and all kinds 
of permits.”

The improved efficiency in busi
ness registration and approval is a 
result of Shanxi authorities’ efforts to 
create a better business environ
ment. Their efforts include trans
forming local governments into 
service-oriented organizations, 
streamlining administrative approv
al procedures and offering whole
process assistance for enterprises.

The market regulation adminis
trations at various levels in Shanxi, 
for instance, are offering businesses, 
whether they are State-owned or pri
vately run, all kinds of assistance for 
market access.

Since 2020, the administrations 
have focused their efforts on assist- 

Zhao Qjngyuan contributed to this

story.

WangXiujuan contributed to this

story.

Province’s air and 
water quality 
registers a record 
improvement in 2022
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small business owners
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