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By MAJINGNA in Lanzhou 

and ZHANG XIAOMIN

On Jan 8, thousands of support
ers of former Brazilian president 
Jair Bolsonaro stormed the Square 
of Three Powers, the seat of political 
power in the capital, Brasilia.

Their aim was to trigger a state 
of emergency that would allow 
the country’s military to, in effect, 
stage a coup against the demo
cratically elected president, Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, and reinstall 
Bolsonaro.

In the days leading up to the 
events, Brazilian intelligence offi
cials warned of the possible out
come of such an openly violent 
gathering. Given that this was 
known so widely, many in Brazil 
question how it was so easy for the 
rioters to organize and then barge 
into the country’s Congress, 
Supreme Court and presidential 
palace in die face of almost no initial 
opposition by security forces.

The International Monetary Fund 
has raised its forecast for China’s 
economic growth to 5.2 percent in 
2023, up 0.8 percentage point from 
its projection in October, as it said the 
country’s recent reopening has paved 
the way for a faster-than-expected 
recovery.

In an upside scenario, growth is 
expected to pick up in China with 
its full reopening in 2023, which 
came after the relaxation of COV
ID-19 restrictions in November and 
December, the IMF said in its World 
Economic Outlook Update released 
on Tuesday.

Pent-up demand also could fuel a 
stronger rebound in China, according 
to the report, titled “Inflation Peaking 
amid Low Growth”

“The restrictions and COVID-19 
outbreaks in China dampened activ
ity last year. With the economy now 
reopened, we see growth rebounding 
to 5.2 percent this year as activity and 
mobility recover^’ Pierre-Olivier Gou- 
rinchas, IMF chief economist, wrote 
in a blog TUesday.

“All the indications are that we 
are witnessing a rapid reopening 
of the economy^’ he said at a press 
conference on the launch of the 
IMF report in Singapore Tuesday 
morning. The reopening will have 
an impact on the supply side, mean
ing there will be less supply chain 
disruptions as witnessed in 2022. 
“Also we’re going to get an increase 
in domestic demand as Chinese

fiery movement that almost top
pled Latin America’s largest 
democracy? And can it light other 
violent events?

Certainly, many factors were 
behind the Jan 8 violence in Bra
zil. However, central to its rise is a 
culture of intolerance that finds its 
roots in the United States and has 
spread to the rest of the world. 

The US touts itself as an open 
and tolerant society, but the rhetor
ic and actions by figures on the left 
and tiie right have shown that this 
only goes so far.

Historically, the limits of US toler
ance have revealed themselves in 
Latin America, where the US has 
continuously staged or backed move
ments against governments that do 
not correspond to its economic and 
political preferences.

The shock victory triggered heat
ed discussion on social media, with 
several related topics trending on 
various platforms.

Despite having professional 
players, the club competes in the 
fourth-tier CFA Member Associa
tion Champions League, or CMCL, 
which is an amateur division.

Once inside, the angry mob van
dalized the buildings, defaced 
national treasures and attempted 
to set furniture on fire, all the 
while calling on the military to 
intervene. As the day unfolded, 
the federal government stepped 
in, only to see participants run to 
the headquarters of the Army, 
where officials were blocked from 
arresting participants. 

Brazilian authorities are now 
investigating the intricacies of the 
riots, including possible connivance 
by pro-Bolsonaro officials and 
financing by various interest groups. 

But a greater question lingers: 
What was the spark behind this 

This time around, the global eco
nomic outlook hasn’t worsened. The 
road back to a full recovery with sus
tainable growth, stable prices and 
progress for all is only starting, he 
concluded in the blog.

By ZHAO HUANXIN in Washington 

huanxinzhao@chinadailyusa.com
For advanced economies, the 

slowdown will be more pronounced, 
with 9 out of 10 advanced econo
mies likely decelerating, according to 
Gourinchas.

For example, US growth will slow 
to 1.4 percent in 2023 as Federal 
Reserve interest-rate hikes work their 
way through the economy, and the 
growth is expected to bottom out at 
0.7 percent this year in the eurozone, 
where conditions are more challeng
ing despite signs of resilience to the 
energy crisis, a mild winter and gen
erous fiscal support

Gourinchas noted that India and 
China will account for half of global 
growth this year, versus just a 10th 
for the US and eurozone combined. 

In the report, the IMF warned of 
the lisk of growing forces of geopoliti
cal fragmentation, as the conflict in 
Ukraine and the related internation
al sanctions are splitting the world 
economy into blocs and reinforcing 
earlier geopolitical tensions, such as 
those associated with the US-China 
trade dispute.

“We must buttress multilateral 
cooperation, especially on funda
mental areas of common interest 
such as international trade, expand
ing the global financial safety net, 
public health preparedness and 
the climate transition,” Gourinchas

ingchuan Wenhui, an ama
teur soccer team registered in 

_ a small county m Gansu prov
ince, made headlines after sending 
Chinese Super League giant Bei
jing Guo’an crashing out of the 
Chinese Football Association Cup 
in mid-November.

In one of the competition’s big
gest upsets, the team held four-time 
Cup winner Guo’an to a 2-2 draw 
after 90 minutes, before winning 
the penalty shootout 7-5.

households are going to be able to 
resume activities and start spend
ing. We’re going to see that in a 
number of dimensions, including, 
for instance, tourism, that’s going 
to be an engine that will benefit 
other countries as well,” he said. 
Gourinc has said that based on 
estimates computed in the Fund, 
for every percentage point higher 
growth in China, there is a spill
over effect to the rest of the world 
that is about 03 percentage points, 
which he said is “quite significant’! 
The spillover effect is stronger for 
countries that are closer trade part
ners of China, he added.

China’s multipronged pushes for 
innovation will accelerate produc
tivity growth and give rise to more 
emerging industries, in turn consol
idating the momentum of the coun
try’s high-quality development, 
economists and executives said.

They commented after China 
recorded 4.5 percent average annual 
growth from 2020 to 2022, which is 
projected to outrun global growth of 
about 2 percent during the same 
period as well as the growth of other 
major economies, including the 
United States and the eurozone.

Hating shown such resilience 
despite COVID-19 disruptions, 
China’s economy is expected to 
achieve average annual growth of 
above 4 percent through 2035, as 
innovation powers the country’s 
modernization drive under the 
guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialist Economy with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era.

Wang Qian, chief economist for the 
Asia-lticific region at the US-based 
Vanguard Investment Strategy 
Group, said, ‘If the spirit of entrepre
neurship and innovation (of the Chi
nese people) can be fully tapped, the 
long-term outlook of China’s economy 
is expected to be upbeat.”

Wang said innotation is of great sig
nificance because China’s population 
is projected to decrease in the coming 
years, and this means that growth 
momentum will come from labor pro
ductivity improvement, which relies 
on innovation as a key driver.

As China is expected to gradually 
overcome COVID-19 disruptions, the 
focus is shifting to how the nation 
will boost growth in a new year of its

Traditional paper art bears deep 
connotations of Chinese culture

Electric vehicle maker says its flying car 
model has received official certification
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Policymakers expected to spur high-tech, 
emerging sectors with targeted measures
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By ZHOU LANXU, LIU ZHIHUA 
and OUYANG SHIJIA

Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas, 
International Monetary Fund 
chief economist 

The forecast is almost 1 percentage 
point higher than projected by IMF’s 
sister agency, the World Bank, which 
predicted on Jan 10 that China’s econ
omywill grow by 43 percent thisyear, 
then rise by 5 percent in 2024

The IMF, however, forecasts Chi
na’s growth to fall to 4.5 percent in 
2024.

On the downside, severe health 
outcomes in China could hold back 
the recovery, so accelerating COV
ID-19 vaccinations in China would 
safeguard the recovery, with posi
tive cross-border spillovers, the IMF 
noted.

In addition, a sharper-than-expect- 
ed slowdown in the property sector 
could also stall China’s recovery, Gou
rinchas noted.

The IMF said that globally, the rise 
in central bank rates to fight inflation 
and the conflict in Ukraine continue 
to weigh on economic activity, with 
global inflation expected to fall from 
8.8 percent in 2022, to 6.6 percent in 
2023, and 4.3 percent in 2024, still 
above pre-pandemic levels of about 
3.5 percent.

It noted that world economic 
growth will slow from 3.4 percent 
in 2022 to 2.9 percent in 2023, then 
rebound to 3.1 percent in 2024

The anticipated growth for 2023 
is 0.2 percentage point higher than 
predicted in the October 2022 World 
Economic Outlook.

That growth will remain weak by 
historical standards, as the world 
economy7 grew by 3.8 percent on 
average between 2000 and 2019, the 
IMF said.

journey to build a modern socialist 
country in all respects, tackling growth 
challenges such as demographic 
changes, a real estate slowdown and a 
harsher external environment

A key report delivered at the 20 th 
National Congress of the Commu
nist Party of China in October 
stressed innovation as being at the 
heart of China’s modernization drive 
and as the primary driver of growth. 

Citing the report, Lan Zongmin, a 
researcher at the Development 
Research Center of the State Council, 
said that Xi’s economic thought 
serves as the key guidance for China’s 
innovation-driven development, 
which has highlighted the crucial 
importance of innovation as well as 
the methodology to boost innovation. 

To get the country’s new journey of 
modernization off to a good start, 
policy efforts will be stepped up on 
multiple fronts this year to accelerate 
innovation, including strengthening 
macroeconomic policy adjustments, 
vitalizing private enterprises and 
boosting international technological 
exchanges, experts said.

Policymakers are expected to ease 
macroeconomic policies in a target
ed manner this year to spur high- 
tech and emerging sectors, while 
keeping cautious about launching 
broad-based, large-scale stimulus, 
said Wang at Vanguard. “One should 
spend the policy space where it can 
generate the biggest effect.”

In a sign that policymakers are 
focusing on structural stimulus, the 
People’s Bank of China, the country’s 
central bank, said on Sunday that it 
will extend the use of lending tools to 
boost carbon reduction and ensure 
the stability of logistics.
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The restrictions and. 
COVID-19 outbreaks 
in China dampened 
activity last year. 
With the economy 
now re-opened, 
we see growth 
rebounding to 5.2 
percent this year as 
activity and mobility 
recover.”

People attend a job fair in Bozhou, Anhui province, on Sunday. Job 
fairs around the nation after the Spring Festival holiday have attracted
a large number of job seekers, liu qinli / for china daily
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as crisis continues
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Cup triumph in Gansu gives sport 
major boost at grassroots level
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A 76-year-old woman carries food and clothing given to her by humanitarian aid volunteers near Kherson, Ukraine, on Sunday. The 
Russia-Ukraine conflict has taken a toll on people and the economy, with Ukrainian businesses suffering direct losses of $13 billion, the 
Ukrinform news agency reported on Friday citing a recent study, nacho doce/ Reuters
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Wang Zhen, president of the Jingchuan Football Asso
ciation in Pingliang city, Gansu, said, “Rumors spread that 
our team comprises deliverymen, sports teachers and 
high school students, but that’s not the case.

“Soccer is no joke. Our players are professionals, or have 
had some professional experience. They train for at least 
two hours each day under instruction from the coaching 
staff members.”

Wang, 35, who also plays for and is an assistant coach at 
Jingchuan Wenhui, wanted to be a professional player 
since childhood.

In 2013, supported by the local sports bureau, Wang 
and other grassroots players registered the Jingchuan 
744300 soccer club, named after the county’s postal code. 

‘At that time, the team had more than 30 members, all 
of them amateurs, including sports teachers, doctors, civil 
servants and people running their own small businesses,” 
Wang said.

“During weekends, we trained and played on school 
playgrounds, as we had no training field of our own.”

Since being formed, the team has won the local league 
in Pingliang each season.

With some adjustments and restructuring, the club 
gradually became more professional. In 2021, it was 
renamed Jingchuan Wenhui FC, and represented the 
Gansu Football Association for the first time in the CMCL. 

‘We now have 150 players from across China, including
80 youth players from Gansu. In addition to our first 
team, which plays in the CMCL, we have an under-19 side 
and an under-17 team,” Wang said.

A

Jingchuan Wenhui 
player Liu Yi heads the 
ball during the match 
against Beijing 
Guo’an. jiang xu / for 
CHINA DAILY

COVID-19 epidemic prevention and control measures, 
but he watched the game online.

“After our victory, I looked back to the days when my 
friends and I played soccer as kids. After 20 years, we still 
love the game and have finally gained recognition,” Li 
said.

The team was formed due to local soccer enthusiasts’ 
love for the game, Li said, adding that he and a group of 
friends have played soccer together since they were at pri
mary school and junior high school.

“I think the 1998 World Cup in France planted the seeds 
of a soccer dream for myself and my schoolmates. Some of 
us had to give up the game due to health issues, work, or 
family problems. But as long as we can get a team togeth
er, the rest of us will stick at it, even if we need to foot the 
bills from our own pockets,” he added.

After the victory over Beijing Guo’an, more parents 
approached Li to inquire about youth soccer training.

He said that over the years, there has been a noticeable 
rise in the number of people talking about and developing 
a love for soccer.

The Chinese Football Association said in an article pub
lished on its website: “Soccer fans are enthusiastic, and 
they encourage and motivate the players. Supporters can 
no longer ignore the name Jingchuan Wenhui.”

The association sent the club a congratulatory letter, 
describing the team as an “important name card” for pro
moting the image of the county, Pingliang and Gansu.

‘We will increase support for the construction of match 
facilities, events arrangement, and training services,” said 
Mu Dongmei, head of the sports bureau in Pingliang.

Pingliang Sports Park, which is expected to open by the 
end of this year, will serve as a free training base and home 
ground for Jingchuan Wenhui. With estimated invest
ment of 1.6 billion yuan, the park covers about 30 hectares 
and has two standard-size soccer fields.

Special cooperation
The victory against Beijing Guo’an brought a wave of 

publicity to Jingchuan, a small county with a population 
of about 350,000.

However, the players in the Cup match were mainly 
from Beihai Jichi FC, a club in Guangxi Zhuang autono
mous region. In 2021, Jingchuan Wenhui and Beihai Jichi 
signed athree-year cooperation deal. The clubs registered 
with the Jingchuan civil affairs bureau to play in the CFA 
Cup.

Yao Jun, a representative of Beihai Jichi, said: “Jichi has 
good facilities and good players. We needed the opportu
nity to play in the CFA Cup, while Wenhui wanted more 
professional players.”

Sixteen teams qualify for the final round of the CMCL. A 
team can win a CFA Cup place only when it has qualified 
for the final round for two consecutive years.

Jingchuan Wenhui finished in 15 th place in the league 
in 2021 and in 14th position this year, winning entry to the 
Cup competition.

However, Beihai Jichi did not rank in the top 16 last 
year, so to avoid losing players, and to compete at a higher 
level, it turned to cooperation with Wenhui.

Yao attributes his team’s achievements to hard work. 
“In the past year, we played more than 80 matches, far 

more than teams in the Chinese Super League, or CSL. As 
long as there are registration channels and we have quali
fied players, we will definitely compete,” Yao said.

When their club was drawn against Beijing Guo’an, 
Jingchuan Wenhui players showed no signs of nerves. 
Members of the coaching staff drew up a detailed plan for 
the Cup match, and the club’s players had 54 percent of 
possession during the game.

Du Zexin, 19, who had just made the first team from the 
under-19 side, scored the first goal in the match.

Yao said: “These matches are like tests. Only 
through a continuous examination and review pro
cess can we continue to progress. As long as we strive 
to pursue our dreams, grassroots players can become 
heroes.”

By promoting cooperation between the two clubs, Yao 
aims to cultivate more young players, help professional 
players from Gansu broaden their horizons, and take soc
cer in the province to a higher level.

He said it was sad to see many professionally trained 
players in the 18 to 20 age group failing to land contracts 
with professional clubs, or being dropped after not mak
ing the first teams.

Yao wants to help these young men continue playing 
soccer, or to make the transition to coaching and referee
ing. ‘We want to assist them in pursuing their soccer 
dreams. Even if they don’t turn professional, they can still 
do work related to soccer,” he said.

Chasing a dream
Although Jingchuan Wenhui is gradually transforming 

into a professional club, it still faces problems such as a 
lack of funds, a permanent sponsor and a home ground.

“Despite these difficulties, I think our love for soccer 
will help us overcome such hurdles. Everyone is enjoying 
the sport and trying to realize their dreams,” Wang said.

The club receives an annual donation of 200,000 yuan 
($28,660) from an avid soccer fan who owns a local 
school

“It’s not much money, but without his support, the club 
cannot operate,” Wang said.

Even if they don’t get the chance to play, the club’s older 
players always accompany the team to away matches as 
substitutes, assistant coaches, or team doctors.

Li Xin, a player and founding member of Jingchuan 
Wenhui, missed the match with Beijing Guo’an due to

Training sessions
Jingchuan Wenhui will also conduct training sessions 

and other activities to promote soccer, with support from 
the Pingliang sports bureau, Mu said. Together with the 
local education department, the bureau will encourage 
the club to stage public activities aimed at promoting soc
cer in primary and secondary schools.

In recent years, the authorities in Pingliang have enthu
siastically supported the development of soccer, including 
setting up fields and staging campus leagues. Each year, 
up to a dozen schools in the city include soccer among 
their sports activities.

Training for soccer coaches and referees has also 
been strengthened in Pingliang, which now has more 
than 50 qualified coaches and over 140 registered ref
erees.

Mu said, ‘We are gradually supplying one professional 
soccer teacher for each school where the sport is played.”

With support from government institutions in Jing
chuan and Pingliang, the Jingchuan Football Association 
organized Pingliang’s first “super league” in 2019, which 
comprised eight teams. The following year, 12 teams com
peted in this league.

Wang, the association’s president, said, “To promote the 
overall development of soccer in Jingchuan and Ping
liang, we chose different areas in which to play the game 
every weekend.”

He said that since it was established in 2017, the associa
tion has promoted training for young players.

‘We start by cultivating children’s interest — mainly 
helping them with basic soccer skills, as well as teaching 
them fundamental tactical knowledge about the game,” 
Wang said.

Gansu, which has no top teams or star players, is rarely 
mentioned in the world of soccer, but the province made 
headlines in 2003, when local club Gansu Tianma signed 
former England midfielder Paul Gascoigne.

With support from education, sports and other depart
ments, conditions for soccer in Gansu have gradually 
improved in recent years.

In Lanzhou, the provincial capital, numerous primary 
and secondary schools conduct regular training sessions 
and compete in matches.

At Zhonglianchuan Primary School, located at an 
altitude of 2,300 meters in Yuzhong county, dozens of 
potential players have been selected by professional 
training organizations, and schools and clubs in China 
and overseas.

Zhang Xin, secretary-general of the Gansu Football 
Association, said: “Soccer is not a sport solely for those 
living in developed areas with good economic conditions. 
It is a mass sport with wide participation among people 
living in urban and rural areas.”

However, due to a lack of funds, venues, full-time 
coaches and teachers, as well as other problems, the 
development of soccer in remote areas of western China 
was restricted for a long time, he said.

Zhang added that officials in Gansu are calling for a 
series of soccer activities to be staged in the province’s vast 
rural areas. Soccer associations and sports departments 
in counties and county-level cities are being encouraged 
to conduct these activities.

The province aims to help more villagers, especially 
young people, play soccer to strengthen the sport’s 
development.
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Jingchuan Wenhui players toss goalkeeper Cui Tonghui in the air to celebrate the team’s shock 
Chinese Football Association Cup victory against Beijing Guo’an in Rizhao, Shandong province, 
on Nov 17. jiang xu / for china daily
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Current wave of COVID
infections nearing end
No spike in cases or virus mutations detected over holiday, experts say

Fiery French protests
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Chen Cao, a researcher
at the China CDC

by Pew found that Republicans 
and Democrats alike viewed 
members of the other party as 
more closed-minded, unintelli
gent, lazy, dishonest and immoral 
than average Americans at high
er rates than in 2016. The average 

circle of former US president 
Donald Trump.

Outside of Brazil, other leftist 
leaders have been targeted by US 
conservatives. For instance, US 
Representative Maria Elvira Sala
zar of Florida, a Republican, 
called Colombian President Gus
tavo Petro “a thief, a terrorist and 
a Marxist”, while warning that the 
country would follow the path of 
Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua 
with his victory.

The insurrection in Brazil may 
have failed, but the intolerance 
that spurned it in the first place 
remains. It may in fact have 
become emboldened. 

Rather than embracing this pol
itics of division and blocs, socie
ties in Latin America and 
elsewhere would do well to adopt 
a more tolerant posture, one that, 
as China has called for, advocates 
an open dialogue of civilizations.

of those who used four or more of 
these traits to describe members 
of the other party climbed from 
26 percent to 48 percent. 

As polarization has grown, dis
trust has spread. When 61 per
cent of Republicans polled by 
Monmouth University said they 
believed that Biden didn’t win 
die elections fairly in 2020, it’s no 
wonder thousands of them hit 
the streets of Washington, DC, on 
Jan 6,2021, attacking the US Cap
itol. Intolerance, disinformation 
and violence have advanced 
hand-in-hand, as the anti-com- 
munist rhetoric used by Biden 
has been turned on its head to be 
used against the Democratic 
president himself. 

As the investigations into this 
year’s protests in Brazil unfold, 
the strong links between the far- 
right movement in the country 
and the US are coming into plain 
sight. For example, Bolsonaro’s
son, Eduardo — who blamed Chi
na for the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020 — has been known to have 
close relations with people in the 

Contact the writers at
fanfeifd@chinadaily.com.cn
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The embargo on Cuba since 
the 1960s, the toppling of Chile’s 
Salvador Allende in 1973, and the 
support given to the ouster of 
Bolivian President Evo Morales 
in 2019 stand as examples of that 
intolerance.

More recently, the US has taken 
aim at China, warning other 
countries about getting too close 
to Beijing. Specifically, the 
administration of President Joe 
Biden has framed its vision of 
international politics today as a 
contest between democracies and 
autocracies, in which great pow
ers struggle “to show which sys
tem of governance can best 
deliver for their people and the 
world” according to the National 
Security Strategy.

This vision is not only false, but 
also has backfired. In the US, the 
inability to respect and listen to 
other perspectives internationally 
lias resulted in an unprecedented 
state of polarization domestically. 

An August 2022 poll conducted

*

Lin Jianhai, vice-president of the 
International Finance Forum and 
former secretary of the International 
Monetary Fund, stressed the impor
tance of leveling the playing field for 
State-owned and private enterprises, 
which can go a long way to enhancing 
productivity growth by boosting tech
nology development and application. 

With the pushes for innovation fil
tering through, technological advan
ces, digital transformation and green 
economy — among other priorities of 
innovation-driven development — 
will inject strong impetus into China’s 
modernization in the coming years, 
according to experts.

Hu Yifan, head of macroeconomics 
for Asia-Pacific at UBS Global Wealth 
Management, said investments in 
such high-tech sectors as microchips, 
new materials, high-end equipment, 
robotics and artificial intelligence 
will likely register resilient growth 
this year, helping the country’s annu
al GDP growth rebound to about 5 
percent from 3 percent in 2022.

Contact the writers at
zhoidanxv@chinadaily.com .cn

The author is a researcher and pro
fessor at UniversidadExtemado de 
Colombia. The views do not neces
sarily reflect those of China Daily.

“By late January, the overall epi
demic had waned, easing the strain 
on the nation’s medical systems,” 
the report said.

No significant rebound occurred 
during die Spring Festival holiday 
from Jan 21 to Friday, and no new 
viral mutation was detected. “This 
wave of die epidemic is drawing to a 
conclusion,” the report said.

Before the weeklong holiday, con
cerns over the impact of CO VID cen
tered on rural areas as millions of 
migrant workers traveled home.

According to the Ministry of 
Transport, 226 million trips were

By WANG XIAO YU
wangxiaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

The Central Economic Work Con
ference, which concluded in 
December, called for stronger sup
port from financial institutions for 
such key areas as technological 
innovation, while highlighting the 
principal role of enterprises in tech
nological innovation.

As the country ramps up efforts to 
boost enterprises’ innovative capaci
ty, platform enterprises may receive 
favorable financing conditions in 
terms of research and development 
investment and overseas business 
expansion, Liu Li’nan, head of macro 
strategy for Greater China at Deut
sche Bank, said in a research note.

V

By FAN IEIIEI, MO JJNGXJ 
and MA SI

People huddle by a roadside fire on Sunday after an earthquake hit Khoy county in northwestern Iran. The 5.9-magnitude quake struck 
on Saturday night, killing at least three people and injuring more than 800 in the country’s northwestern region near the border with 
Turkiye, state officials and media said, soheil faraji / isna/wana via Reuters

made during the holiday, a year-on- 
year increase of 71.2 percent, but 
lower than the same period in 2019. 

Mao Dezhi, deputy head of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs’ rural cooperative economy 
bureau, said rural areas saw no 
major increase in new infections 
during the holiday thanks to con
certed efforts in protecting vulnera
ble groups and supplying key 
medical equipment and oral medi
cations to grassroots clinics.

Fu Wei, an official with the 
National Health Commission’s 
department of primary health, said 
rural clinics and community health
care centers made nearly 9.9 million 
visits to people age 65 and older 
throughout the holiday. About 
40,000 infected patients at risk of 
becoming seriously ill were trans
ferred to higher-level hospitals.

“Monitoring data shows that over 
94 percent of grassroots clinics have 
been supplied with sufficient tradi
tional Chinese medicine and pills to 
reduce fever and coughing pills to 
last at least one week, and some 
have stocked up on COVID-19 oral 
medications,” she said.

Despite the waning epidemic, offi
cials said rural areas remain the pri
ority for disease control work. With 
increasing cross-border travel, regu
lar surveillance to assess the trajec-

The company said it will continue 
to engage with the authorities to 
inform them about potential impacts 
of any proposed rale in order to 
assess the impact on the global semi
conductor supply chain. “What we 
need light now is stability and relia
bility in our industry to avoid further 
disturbances in the global semicon
ductor industry ’̂ ASML said.

Li Xianjun, an associate researcher 
at the Institute of Industrial Econom
ics, which is part of the Chinese Acad
emy of Social Sciences, said the 
stricter export controls will jeopar
dize the global semiconductor indus
try and impede international 
technological cooperation, given Chi
na’s role as the world’s largest chip 
market and its growing presence in 
semiconductor manufacturing.

Data from the China Semicon
ductor Industry Association shows 
that the revenue of China’s integrat
ed circuit industry reached 476.35 
billion yuan ($70.56 billion) in the 
first half of 2022, up 16.1 percent on 
a yearly basis.

The US government’s attempts to 
coerce other countries to restrict 
exports of advanced machinery that 
make semiconductors to China will 
harm thousands of chip companies 
around the world and increase 
political pressures and uncertain
ties, said Zhong Xinlong, a senior 
consultant at the China Center for 
Information Industry Development 
Consultancy.

According to a forecast by World 
Semiconductor Trade Statistics, the 
global semiconductor market will 
decline by 4.1 percent this year to 
$557 billion — the first annual con
traction since 2019.

The move aimed at suppressing 
China’s semiconductor segment will 
push Chinese enterprises to step up 
investments to develop their own 
advanced semiconductor technolo
gies and equipment, such as lithog
raphy machinery, in an effort to 
improve self-sufficiency in chip
making, said Xiang Ligang, direct
or-general of the Information 
Consumption Alliance, a telecom 
industry association.

Xiang added that the self-suffi
ciency rate of China’s chip industry 
is estimated to rise from 10 percent 
in 2020 to 25 percent in 2023.

China’s current wave of the COV- 
ID-19 epidemic is nearing an end, 
with rural and remote areas getting 
through the Spring Festival holiday 
without spikes in infections and no 
new virus mutations detected, offi
cials and experts said.

Mi Feng, a spokesman for the 
National Health Commission, said 
at a news briefing on Monday that 
the epidemic is at a low level nation
wide and in steady decline.

China ended the 
Inside requirement for mass 

testing on Dec 8 and 
downgraded its man
agement of the disease 
from Class A to Class B 

on Jan 8.
Following the optimization of the 

antivirus strategy, the epidemic 
peaked in late December and then 
declined. The number of severe cas
es and deaths at hospitals lias con
tinued to trend downward, 
according to a report released 
recently by the Chinese Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

The number of COVID-19 deaths 
at hospitals peaked at around 4,270 
on Jan 4, and fell consistently to 
reach less than 900 fatalities on 
Jan 23.

Editorial,
page 11

tory of the epidemic as well as virus 
mutations will also be ramped up. 

Chen Cao, a researcher at the 
China CDC said the dominant 
strains driving the latest wave were 
BF.7and BA.5.2, and no other novel 
coronavirus strains are circulating 
widely.

“During the holiday, we received 
1,421 genome sequences submit
ted by local authorities,” he said. 
“They consisted of 11 types of line
ages ... and no new mutation was 
identified.”

Chen added that China will con
tinue regular surveillance of outpa
tients, emergency room visits, 
severe COVID-19 cases and deaths, 
as well as inbound travelers, to keep 
a close watch on viral mutationsand 
take precautions.

According to National Immigra
tion Administration data, more 
than 2.87 million cross-border trips 
were made during the holiday, 
including 1.43 million inbound 
trips and 1.44 million outbound 
trips, a 120.5 percent year-on-year 
increase.

The World Health Organization 
said in a statement on Monday that 
COVID-19 continues to constitute a 
public health emergency of inter
national concern — its highest alert 
level.

However, the pandemic may be 
approaching a transition point, the 
statement said. While expanding 
vaccination programs can limit the 
disease’s threat, the WHO said it is 
almost certain that the virus will 
remain “a permanently established 
pathogen in humans and animals 
in the foreseeable future.”

Careful and long-term public 
health plans should be made to 
mitigate the disease’s devastating 
consequences on people’s lives, it 
added.

A worker throws a tire into a fire during a protest on Thursday in the 
port of Saint-Nazaire, France, against the government’s pension reform 
plan. Mass strikes and protests have been held across France over the 
government’s proposal to raise the minimum retirement age from 62 
to 64. STEPHANE MA HE / REUTERS

sectors set to 
boost rebound

An August 2022 poll 
conducted by Pew 
found that Republi
cans and Democrats 
alike viewed mem
bers of the other 
party as more 
closed-minded, 
unintelligent, lazy, 
dishonest and 
immoral than aver
age Americans at 
higher rates than 
in 2016.

Washington’s reported move to 
clamp chip export limits on China 
by securing deals with the Nether
lands and Japan will undermine the 
stability and security of the global 
semiconductor industrial supply 
chain, and hurt the interests of chip 
companies from all over the world, 
officials and experts said.

Their comments came after 
Bloomberg reported on Saturday 
that the United States has reached 
an agreement with the Netherlands 
and Japan to restrict exports of 
some advanced chip-making 
machinery to China.

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning said on Monday that Chi
na firmly rejected the US abuse of 
export controls, by coercing or allur
ing other countries, to build small 
cliques to contain China and to 
defend its own hegemony and self
ish interests. Mao said the US politi
cization and weaponization of 
economic and trade issues seriously 
violate market principles and the 
international trade order.

“Such practices hurt others with
out benefiting it (the US) and under
mines the stability of global 
industrial supply chains, which has 
triggered concerns around the 
world,” she said, noting that the US’ 
attempts to block the paths of others 
will only lead it to a dead end.

China will continue to closely 
monitor the latest development and 
will firmly defend its legitimate 
rights and interests, Mao added.

Bloomberg quoted anonymous 
sources as saying that the agreement 
will extend some expoit controls the 
US adopted in October to companies 
based in the Netherlands and Japan, 
including ASML Holding NV, Nikon 
Corp and Tokyo Electron Ltd. The 
governments of the three countries 
declined to comment

“Based on what has been said by 
government officials and our under
standing of the timelines of the leg
islative process and the effective 
dates of the different provisions, in 
combination with the current mar
ket situation, we do not expect these 
measures to have a material effect 
on the expectations that we have 
published for 2023,” Dutch semicon
ductor equipment maker ASML 
said in a statement.
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During the holiday, 
we received 1,421 
genome sequences 
submitted by local 
authorities. They 
consisted of 11 types 
of lineages... and no 
new mutation was 
identified.”
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Chartered train carries 
migrant workers to jobs
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Tourists watch an acrobatic performance in celebration of a Tibetan festival in Baoxing, Sichuan province, on Monday, he haiyang / for china daily

Holiday travel springs back to life

i Ml

j

Passengers enjoy resumed ferries to Kinmen, Matsu

Sichuan changes rule
for birth registrations

Xinhua contributed to this story.

‘Rabbit commander’ marches to expand furry army

XINHUA
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Migrant workers prepare to board the first chartered train of this 
year to their work destinations at Qiqihar Railway Station in Hei
longjiang province on Friday, u nan / for china daily

By ZHOU HUTYING in Harbin 

diouhuiying@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHAO RUIXUE in Jinan 

and MA ZHENHUAN in Hangzhou

I

ing that goes: “Three rabbits keep 
your belly full, 10 keep your body 
warm and 100 bring you the road to 
wealth.”

“I’m looking forward to expand
ing my business as this year marks 
the Year of the Rabbit — a gentle and 
beloved animal that signifies good 
luck in the Chinese zodiac,” Ma said. 

Besides Youfang, other villages in 
and around the city of Guyuan have 
also seen a growing number of vil
lagers engaged in the rabbit busi
ness, including many young people, 
and Mu Zilong is one of them. 

Mu, from Chen’ershan village, 
grew up in the countryside.

He gave up his job in the city and 
decided to return to his hometown 
to start his own business and devote

percent. The average per capita 
spending of tourists during the 
weeklong holiday was over 1,300 
yuan, the report said.

More than 400 scenic spots in the 
province offered free admission to 
visitors, and more than 500 million 
yuan in vouchers for stimulating 
consumption were issued.

More than 8.4 million tourists 
were received in all 258 important 
scenic spots across Zhej iang, almost 
three and a half times the same 
period in 2022 and an increase of 
nearly 77 percent over the same

Tourists have fun at a ski resort in Changchun. Jilin province, on 
Saturday, wang qiang / for china daily

YINCHUAN — Even during the 
Spring Festival holiday, Ma Xili nev
er fails to wake up early and take 
care of Iris bunnies.

“Our family spent the festival at 
the rabbit farm this year, hoping for 
good luck during the Year of the 
Rabbit,” said Ma, who is in his 60s. 

Ma’s success in operating a rabbit
breeding business for nearly 20 
years has earned him the pet name 
of “Rabbit Commander” in Youfang 
village in Northwest China’s Ning- 
xia Hui autonomous region. 

“Rabbits are highly reproduc
tive and have short gestation peri
ods. They breed rapidly with each 
capable of giving birth to 40 bun
nies. I can make 100,000 yuan 
($14,800) in pure profit from them 

himself to rural vitalization in 2019, 
when Mu bought 80 rabbits at an 
average price of 150 yuan each, and 
learned to raise rabbits from 
scratch.

Mu initially suffered some finan
cial losses and a blow to his confi
dence due to low survival rates, but 
he did not give up.

By taking classes online and 
learning skills offline, he gradually 
became an expert. Now, Mu runs a 
farm with 2,000 rabbits earning 
90,000 yuan a year.

“Rabbit breeding demands metic
ulous work. One must follow very 
strict rules when taking care of 
them,” Mu said.

Southwest China’s Sichuan 
province has taken an exploratory 
step to relax birth registration, 
aiming for a more sound popula
tion surveillance system and bal
anced population growth.

The new rule by the province’s 
health commission, released in 
late December, canceled restric
tions that people can only get their 
babies registered in a marriage.

The new rule applies to resi
dents holding a Sichuan hukou, or 
household registration, or who are 
permanent residents without a 
hukou.

The rule will take effect from 
Feb 15 for five years.

According to the rule, people 
should get a birth registration 
before delivery, though those who 
miss the registration are allowed 
to do so after giving birth.

With the registration, pregnant 
women can have better access to a 
series of medical services.

The rule has also streamlined 
registration procedures, under 
which the registry officials can 
acquire the applicant’s digital 
identity card to help complete the 
registration.

spot in the province, welcomed 
302,500 tourist arrivals during the 
festival, hitting a record high for the 
period in the past decade, according 
to statistics from the Shandong Pro
vincial Department of Culture and 
Tourism.

It added that during the week
long holiday, the province’s 14 
5A-rated scenic spots, China’s high
est-ranking tourist attractions, 
received 3.51 million visitors, up 
90.6 percent year-on-year.

The boom in tourism is believed 
by many to bode well for steady 
growth in the year ahead.

People’s desire for travel was 
unleashed after China optimized 
COVID-19 response measures, 
which laid a foundation for the 
high-level and steady growth and 
recovery of the tourism economy 
throughout the year, Dai Bin, presi
dent of the China Tourism Acade
my, was quoted as saying by Xinhua 
News Agency on Sunday.

A total of 308 million domestic 
trips were made across China dur
ing the holiday, a year-on-year 
growth of 23.1 percent. These trips 
generated total revenue of 375 bil
lion yuan, a year-on-year growth of 
30 percent, according to statistics 
released by the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism. r -nJ .

From Jan 7 to Sunday, more than 
3,200 passengers took the ferry 
between the coastal areas of East 
China’s Fujian province and the out
lying islands of Kinmen and Matsu, 
which are administered by Taiwan, 
according to the Taiwan affairs 
authority of Fujian.

The ferry routes — which 
resumed on Jan 7 after being sus
pended for nearly three years — are 
important for residents of the outly
ing islands to travel to the mainland. 

Ferries operating between Fu
jian’s Xiamen and Kinmen carried 
more than 3,000 passengers on 46 
trips, and ferries between the pro

vincial capital Fuzhou and Matsu 
transported over 230 passengers on 
10 trips, according to the Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macao Affairs 
Office of the Fujian provincial gov
ernment.

Over the weekend, Song Tao, head 
of both the Taiwan Work Office of 
the Communist Party of China Cen
tral Committee and the Taiwan 
Affairs Office of the State Council, 
visited Xiamen to learn about the 
ferry operations.

He also met representatives of 
Taiwan compatriots working in 
Fuj ian to listen to their opinions and 
suggestions.

“Peace, development, exchanges 
and cooperation are the common 
aspiration of people on both sides of 

each year,” said Ma.
Over the past 20 years, Ma’s rabbit 

farm, with a population of 3,000 
rabbits, lias seen its income steadily 
increase, with Ma and his wife 
mainly selling them to customers in 
Southwest China’s Sichuan prov
ince

As a kid from a poor family, Ma 
did not have the opportunity to 
attend school.

He had worked as a vendor and a 
grocer previously, but with rabbit 
breeding Ma has personally devel
oped his own methodology, and has 
since been hired by the local govern
ment to teach other farmers how to 
breed the animal.

Rabbit breeding is so popular in 
Ma’s village that there is even a say- 

period in 2019, the report said.
A rebound in tourism during the 

weeklong holiday has been 
observed in many regions across a 
range of activities. For example, ice 
and snow leisure activities in 
Shandong province proved popu
lar.

“There were so many people play
ing on the ski slopes. My two kids 
had a great time playing the ice and 
snow sports,” said Xu Jie, a Jinan 
local who took his kids skiing.

In addition, Taishan Mountain, 
an internationally renowned scenic

Wang Jingyun and her husband 
Hua Mingtian, together with 
around 110 migrant workers, 
boarded a train at Qiqihar Railway 
Station in Heilongjiang province 
bound for Ningbo in Zhejiang prov
ince on Monday, hoping to earn a 
satisfactory income to give their 
family a better life.

The chartered train departed 
Heilongjiang and will pass through 
several major labor-import regions 
in Zhejiang, such as Ningbo and 
Wenzhou, according to China Rail
way Harbin Group.

The first chartered train of this 
year set off on Jan 27, the last day of 
the seven-day Lunar New Year holi
day, to help workers return to their 
jobs.

This year’s travel rush stalled on 
Jan 7 and will end on Feb 15. The 
festival itself fell on Jan 22, and 
travel usually peaks before and aft
er the seven-day holiday.

The 60-year-old couple from 
Gannan county in Qiqihar have 
manufactured insulation parts for 
high-speed rail and subways at a 
factory in Ningbo since 2018. 

“Despite our age, we can handle 
the work easily?’ Wang said.

“My husband and I can save over 
10,000 yuan ($1,480) each year, 
which is a really large amount for a 
rural fam ily.”

Affected by the COVID-19 epi
demic, the factory suspended pro
duction in May 2022 and the couple 
returned to tlieir hometown.

“Wien we received the call from 
my boss in late December to ask us 
to return to the factory, we immedi
ately applied to the labor transfer 
service station of Gannan county to 
reserve the train tickets,” she said. 

‘It is much cheaper by train than 
by plane and I hope to start work
ingas early as possible.”

In 2017, the group introduced 
special trains to carry migrant 
workers from rural parts of Qiqihar 
and set up a long-term contact 
mechanism to provide services in 
ticket purchase, station entry and 
other travel details.

“The number of migrant workers 
returning home for this year’s holi
day was twice that of last year,” said 
Tian Yuan, director of the sendee 
station in Gannan.

“Many enterprises in Zhejiang 
have a huge demand for workers 
due to the saturation of orders after 
the holiday, so every day there are 
over 100 workers taking the train to 
their jobs.”

In consideration of the fact that 
there is no train access in rural are
as where some migrant workers 
live, Qiqihar Railway Station has 
combined bus and railway trans
portation for passengers.

Passengers can take the bus at a 
designated site and get to the sta
tion directly.

The station has also set up a 
green channel for migrant workers 
to help with ticket purchasing, trav
el information and baggage han
dling.

Since COVID-19 management 
was optimized and travel restric
tions were lifted last month, nucleic 
acid test results and health codes 
are no longer required.

However, the railway station 
continues to implement epidemic 
prevention and control measures, 
including having proper ventila
tion and disinfection, improving 
public health information and 
opening more gates for ticket and 
security checks to avoid bottle
necks.

Travel demand across China 
recovered significantly during this 
year’s seven-day Spring Festival hol
iday following the implementation 
of various promotional campaigns 
and the introduction of preferential 
policies, according to statistics 
released by local tourism authori
ties.

The number of tourists in some 
provinces from Jan 21 to 27 includ
ing Yunnan, Zhejiang and Jiangsu 
surpassed that of 2019, the year 
before the start of the COVlb-19 

pandemic, according to the statis
tics.

Zhejiang received 25.3 million 
visits during this year’s Spring Festi
val, a year-on-year increase of 43 
percent, according to the 2023 
Spring Festival Holiday Tourism 
Situation Analysis Report released 
on Saturday by the Zhejiang Provin
cial Department of Culture and 
Tourism.

The province’s tourism revenue 
reached 32.9 billion yuan ($4.88 bil
lion), a year-on-year increase of 36.1

“I feel happy but with mixed feel
ings. The ferry’s partial resumption 
was temporary, and we hope it 
won’t stop again,” she told Xiamen 
Daily.

Before the epidemic, Lu often 
took the feny to Kinmen from Xia
men to take care of her child. She 
said that in the past three years, she 
had to fly to Taiwan and then head 
back to Kinmen, which cost her a lot 
of money and trouble.

“Many people said I should return 
to Kinmen because my child is still 
young, but I don’t want to give up 
my efforts on the mainland. I want 
to continue my development in Xia
men,” she told the media.

On Monday, an official from the 
Sichuan Health Commission told 
Jiupai News that the rule is 
designed to help protect the rights 
of unwed mothers rather than 
encouraging unmarried people to 
have babies.

According to the Sichuan Health 
Commission, the rale is a response 
to the central government’s opti
mized policy on population 
growth.

The rule aims to improve popu
lation surveys and create a better 
and more sound childbearing and 
care system, as well as balanced 
population growth.

In June 2021, the central govern
ment released an optimized popu
lation and birth policy, taking into 
consideration the nation’s popula
tion structure and aging problem, 
to build a sound system of encour
aging childbirth and reducing 
costs for childbearing and educa
tion.

Last year, the nation saw its first 
negative population growth in 61 
years.

According to figures from the 
National Bureau of Statistics 
released earlier this month, the 
nation’s population decreased by 
850,000 last year, and sits at about 
1.41 billion.

By ZHANG YI
diangyil@chinadaily.com.cn

By CHENG SI
chengsi@chinadaily.com.cn
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Many enterprises in 
Zhejiang have a huge 
demand for workers 
due to the saturation 
of orders after the 
holiday, so every day 
there are over 100 
workers taking the 
train to their jobs.” 
Tian Yuan, director of the labor 
transfer service station of Gan
nan county

Boom in tourism 
bodes well for 
further growth
in year ahead

the Straits,” Song said.
Now that the epidemic has been 

put under control on the mainland, 
Taiwan compatriots can feel at ease 
studying, working, starting busi
nesses and living on the mainland, 
he said.

“Compatriots on both sides of the 
Straits have a strong desire for 
exchanges. We attach great impor
tance to this and are fully prepared,” 
he added.

Song condemned Taiwan’s 
authorities for using the epidemic as 
an excuse to obstruct cross-Straits 
exchanges, saying it went against 
public opinion.

Lu Li-li, who comes from Kinmen, 
took the ferry on Saturday to return 
to Xiamen for work.
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Role models raise environmental awareness
Editor's note: As protection of the planet’s flora, fauna and resources becomes increasingly important, China Daily is publishing a series of stories to illustrate the country’s commitment to safeguarding the natural world.

Riverside ranger keeps
on riding to the rescue
ByHOULIQJANG
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Bird lovers NGO takes flight
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Early experience prompts dedication to the cause
ByHOULIQJANG
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Yuan Rishe in 2008.
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Fan Yunting, farmer
and protector of 
migratory birds

Liaoning Shuangtai River Estuary 
National Nature Reserve in fenjin to 
conduct a field survey in 1990.

The survey, lasting more than 100 
days, concluded that the coastal area 
of fenjin was home to about 70 per
cent of all Saunders’s Gulls around the 
globe, and was therefore the bird’s 
biggest breeding ground.

As a reporter who followed the 
group of experts, Liu never expected 
that his life would later become close
ly linked to the bird.

His first sight of the gull, through 
binoculars, remains fresh. Fascinated 
by the bird he describes as “an adora
ble elf with a clear call that can be 
heard from far away”, he was deter
mined to help protect the species. In 
April 1991, Liu started the Saunders’s 
Gull Conservation Society, which was 
the first independent environmental 
NGO to be registered in China.

In 2019, China Environment News 
described Liu as “a smart environ
mentalist who is good at using the

Yuan’s consistent passion for the 
environment has seen her involved in 
a range of protection activities, 
including water conservation, bird 
protection and the control of plastic 
pollution. Moreover, in 2013, she 
started a program to donate books to 
schools that teach the children of 
migrant workers.

In 2011, determined to cany on her 
passion, she chose to study at the Cap - 
ital Normal University in Beijing, 
hoping to become a primary school
teacher and plant the seeds of envi
ronmental protection in future 
generations.

After graduating, she followed her 
heart and became a teacher at Deng- 
shikou Primary School in the capital’s 
Dongcheng district

Under her lead, in addition to set
ting up “green bank” boxes, her stu
dents have supported the “Clean 
Your Plate” campaign (which aims 
to prevent food wastage) and tree
planting activities in the capital, 
according to Beijing News.

Yuan said she feels happy every 
day' as she sees “the children change 
little by little and learn from every 
environmental protection activity’:

The money they earned by selling 
the wastepaper was then used to 
buy saplings to plant.

After the initiative gained media 
attention, it was quickly echoed by 
other children, not just in the capital 
but in other cities nationwide.

Only a year after the initiative was 
launched, roughly 90,000 pupils had 
participated and collected more than 
650,000 pieces of paper for recycling. 

That helped prevent 130 trees of 3 
meters in height from being cut down 
to make paper, according to an intro
duction the Beijing Publicity Depart
ment wrote about Yuan when she was 
nominated as a candidate for the cap
ital’s role model in 2014.

The initiative made her the only 
school student to win a Ford Conser
vation and Environmental Grant in 
2001.

At the award ceremony, Yuan met 
many environmental enthusiasts. As 
she held their business cards and not
ed the names of their organizations’ 
websites, she got the idea to start her

ByHOULIQIANG
houliqiang@chinadaily.com.cn
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own online platform to promote envi
ronmental protection.

Supported by her father, she quick
ly brought the idea to fruition by 
using the 5,000 yuan ($740) prize she 
had received. In 2004, she devised a 
more ambitious plan: to afforest a 
plot of wasteland together with other 
children ahead of the 2008 Beijing 
Summer Olympic Games.

However, after the plan was 

For the past 22 years, Yuan Rishe 
has devoted her days to environ
mental protection, spending more 
than 16,400 volunteer hours on 
related activities.

So far, a paper-recycling initiative 
she launched in 1999 has seen more 
than 1.2 million trees planted, and in 
2021, the 29-year-old was selected as 
one of China’s 100 model environ
mental protection volunteers.

The Beijing native’s passion for 
the environment was triggered by a 
story about a German woman she 
saw in a newspaper as a child. Hav
ing failed to find a way to recycle 
batteries in China, the woman took 
her used cells back to Germany 
when she left the country for good. 

After she learned that battery 
leakage can cause pollution, Yuan 
started saving the used cells from 
her toys in a plastic bag, instead of 
throwing them away.

When she heard that a children’s 

announced on Yuan’s website, many 
students threw cold rater on her pro
posal, rather than encouraging her, as 
they doubted she could find a plot of 
land to implement her project.

Yuan decided to turn to Wei Gui- 
ying for help. Wei, a noted environ
mentalist, had already planted nearly 
370 hectares of trees without any gov
ernment funding.

When Yuan contacted Wei by 
phone, the environmental guru 
offered a 0.7-hectare plot without any 
hesitation.

In 2005, when Yuan participated as 
a representative in the Chinese Young 
Pioneers Congress, she made friends 
with many of her peers from across 
the country. With their help, her initi
ative was promoted in even more 
schools.

For example, by selling wastepaper 
stored in “green bank” boxes, 12 pri
mary schools in Nanning, capital of 
the Guangxi Zliuang autonomous 
region, donated 1,180 saplings in 
March 2006 to help afforest the plot 

The project was so successful that 
even before the Games started the 
area the students had covered with 
trees had already beaten the target.

power of the media, environmental 
experts and the government to pro
tect the Saunders’s Gull”

The society is allowed free perma
nent use of an office in the Panjin 
environmental protection bureau, 
and the Chinese characters on the 
association’s wooden plaque were 
written by Qu Geping, who was chair
man of the Environmental Protection 
and Resources Conservation Com
mittee of the National People’s Con
gress when the NGO was established, 
the newspaper noted.

In an article about his bird-protec
tion story that Liu shared on Sina 
Weibo, China’s Twitter-like platform, 
he stressed the importance of govern
ment support for his organization in 
times when people had no clear 
understanding of environmental pro
tection.

“Back then, a civilian organization 
sounded strange, especially in a small 
city like Panjin. As something new, 
the association had neither power nor 
money, so its voice could hardly be 
heard,” he said.

In 2011, after learning that a compa
ny had illegally builta number of gara
ges in an area named Nanxiao near a 
river that is a key habitat for the Saun
ders’s Gull, Liu exposed the violation in 
Panjin Daily, his employer. The com
pany demolished the garages immedi
ately after the report was published.

In 2014, when Liu discovered that 
the local government was planning to 
introduce a project that would cover 
20,000hectares of wetland, he invited 
the head of the Panjin environmental 
protection bureau and a number of 
journalists to visit the area. Eventual
ly, the project was abandoned.

He lias also undertaken environ
mental education. The NGO’s related 
programs have benefited more than 
160,000 school students, according to 
the Ministry of Ecology and Environ
ment, which named Liu as one of Chi
na’s 100 model environmental 
protection volunteers in 2019.

The past three decades have also 
witnessed Liu’s devotion to building a 
Saunders’s Gull culture via folktales, 
poems, songs, paintings, photo
graphs, dances and paper-cutting 
activities to promote its protection.

Moreover, he has directly engaged 
in the restoration of the gull’s habitat 
by initiating a program to artificially 
incubate alitta succinea — a marine 
species also known as the pile worm 
or clam worm — which is a major 
food for the bird.

From 2015 to 2017, he and his col
leagues scattered about 1.1 billion pile 
worm larvae they had incubated over 
34 hectares of coastal mud flats.

Originally, the Saunders’s Gull Con
servation Society had just 47 mem
bers, but now the number is more 
than 40,000.

“Though it is still named after the 
Saunders’s Gull, the organization is 
no longer merely engaged in protect
ing the species. Broadly speaking, it’s 
a society for the conservation of habi
tat and biodiversity  ̂Liu told feople’s 
Daily late last year.

In 2015, the society changed its 
black-and-white logo to a more color
ful one.

“Previously, the situation with 
regard to protection of the Saunders’s 
Gull was grim. With good progress in 
protection work, the world of this gull 
has become bright and beautiful,” Liu 
said.

A’Z

organization was recycling such 
items and that children who sent 
used batteries to it would receive toy 
military rank badges as a reward, 
she collected 120 cells.

Excited by her endeavor, Yuan 
couldn’t wait to send the batteries to 
the organization. “I became a lieu
tenant platoon leader,” she recalled. 

Beyond her expectations, the 
organization sent a letter of com
mendation to her, which put her 
firmly on a path of environmental 
protection.

“The letter was broadcast in my 
school,” she said. “All children are a 
little vain, so — motivated by the 
knowledge that I could get a com
mendation if I contributed to envi
ronmental protection — I embarked 
on that path, and I still adhere to it.” 

In a move to protect trees, Yuan 
started a paper-recycling initiative 
when she was age 6. Her team 
placed a box they named the “green 
bank” in the back of their classroom 
and put rastepaper into it

Top: Liu checks a Chinese black-headed gull chick, provided to china 
daily Above: Researchers examine a gull at a nature reserve in Liao
ning province in June, pan yulong / xinhua

I have told my 
family members 
that after I pass 
away I want my 
ashes to be 
scattered in the 
river.”

Liu Detian, head of the Saunders's Gull Conservation Society, talks with a group of students during an
environmental education program in June, provided to china daily
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Every autumn and winter, a 
large number of migratory birds 
seek shelter in the area surround
ing Fan Yunting’s home village of 
Daxinzhuang in Kaifeng, Henan 
province.

It is always the busiest time of 
the year for the 66-year-old farmer. 

Braving bitterly cold wands and 
occasional heavy snow, he often 
patrols more than 10 kilometers a 
day by bike along the banks of the 
Yellow River, dubbed “The mother 
river of the Chinese nation.”

Fan has been doing this unpaid 
work for more than 20 years. To 
date, he has helped over 500 wild 
birds that have been trapped, 
injured or even poisoned, and pre
vented illegal hunting more than 
200 times. His devotion has seen 
him wear out five bikes. 

His avian enthu
siasm dates back 
to his childhood. 

As a small boy, 
he often fed wild 
birds with whatev
er food he could
get. In early adult
hood, he not only 
maintained the 
habit, but also sold 
crops for money to 
treat any injured 
or sick birds he 
came across. He 
even occasionally 
bought meat to 
feed wild eagles. 

Back then, 
when few people 
were aware of the 
need to protect 
birds, his actions 
won him the 
derogatory nick
name “Idiot”.
However, he just 
smiled when he was called the 
name and continued his protec
tion work without complaint.

Fan’s regular engagement with 
bird conservation began in 2000, 
when he was shopping in urban 
Kaifeng and he met a group of offi
cials who were promoting the pro
tection of flora and fauna.

While carefully listening to one 
of the officials who was using a 
loudspeaker, he couldn’t resist 
interrupting occasionally to share 
some of his avian knowledge.

Astonished by the farmer’s 
expert views, the officials invited 
him to work as a voluntary ranger 
for wildlife protection. He accept
ed without hesitation.

Since then, from October to 
March, when many migratory 
birds arrive to overwinter, Fan 
usually gets up at about 5 am to 
patrol the shores of the Yellow Riv
er near his village.

The freezing temperatures are 
not the only challenge he has had 
to face. In 2001, he even got into a 
physical conflict with hunters.

“I tried to persuade a group to 
stop hunting. But they refused and

together they' started to beat me,” 
he recalled.

Instead of shrinking back, Fan 
tightly gripped the clothes of one 
of the men to prevent him from 
running away until rangers he had 
called arrived from a local wildlife 
protection station. Luckily for Fan, 
he was only slightly injured.

On learning that some people 
were hunting birds on a snowy 
night in 2008, he rushed to the 
site, but he broke his right arm aft
er falling off his bike on the une
ven, slippery road.

Fan stalled his patrols again as 
soon as he recovered. For a short 
time, he even shared a makeshift 
house a goatherd had made to 
allow him to oversee his livestock. 
That meant Fan could patrol with
out having to trek for too long in 
darkness to the riverbank.

When he finds injured or sick 
birds, he always 
takes them home 
for treatment.

Over the years, 
he has become 
experienced
enough to diag
nose some of the 
most common avi
an ailments, such 
as various fevers 
and influenza.

“Most of them 
can be brought 
back to life,” he 
said with a smile.

Fan’s persever
ance lias brought 
him many honora
ry titles. In 2011, he 
received 5,000 
yuan ($740) after 
winning the Suba
ru Ecological Pro
tection Award. He 
used the money to 
erect 100 bill

boards along the riverbank to 
advertise laws and regulations 
related to wildlife protection.

In 2017, he was honored as a 
model worker of Kaifeng, while 
Henan bestowed the same title on 
him in 2019. He became a model 
worker of China in 2020.

In 2021, he was selected as one 
of the country’s top 100 model vol
unteers in the field of environmen
tal protection.

Despite his hair turning gray, 
Fan has no plans to quit. “I enjoy 
much better working conditions, 
now. In addition to getting some 
binoculars from the Kaifeng 
authorities to facilitate my work, I 
have bought myself a camera and 
an electric bike,” he said.

As his health is still good, Fan 
said he believes he can continue to 
patrol for a few more years. Even 
after he dies, he wants to stay at his 
post in spirit.

“I have told my family members 
that after I pass away I want my 
ashes to be scattered in die river. I 
want to continue to accompany 
the birds and safeguard the land,” 
he said.

.’ A
Liu Detian compares solving envi

ronmental problems to saving some
one who lias fallen into deep water: 
it’s necessary to shout for help, but if 
no one responds, the person will 

drown. 
As an 

environ
mentalist, 
the 72-year- 
old from 
fenjin in the 
northeast
ern province

of Liaoning has been a “shouter” and 
“doer” for more than 30 years.

Before he retired, Liu worked as a 
newspaper reporter, making full use 
of his post to deter developments that 
could potentially jeopardize die habi
tats of birds. He also started the coun
try’s first environmental NGO, 
motivating tiiousands of people to act 
to save die environment

Thanks to die efforts of Liu and 
many other people, the number of 
Saunders’s Gull — aka the Chinese 
black-headed gull — in fenjin rose 
from about 1,200 in the 1990s to 9,896 
in 2018.

The bird was once a mysterious 
species. It is named after a French 
missionary who collected a specimen 
in Xiamen, Fujian province, in 1871. 
For more tiian 100 years, tiiough, 
researchers failed to identify any 
breeding areas in die world.

Despite being placed on the Inter
national Union for Conservation of 
Nature’s Red List of Threatened Spe
cies, the gull did not feature on Chi
na’s roll call of wildlife tinder national 
protection when it was released in the 
1990s. It was first mentioned when 
the list was republished in 2021, after 
a break of about 20 years.

After Chinese researchers discov
ered the species’ nests and eggs in 
1984, a group of experts from the 
World Wildlife Fund arrived at die
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The writer is a freelance journalist 
for China Daily.

A historic business in Chinatown 
in India’s eastern Kolkata city is 
serving as a culinary bridge by 
making popular Chinese sauces 
and other food products for more 
than 70 years.

Owned by an Indian of Chinese 
origin and located along the Lu 
Shun Sarani road, the iconic Pou 
Chong is known for making and 
selling a wide array of sauces such 
as garlic chili and Szechwan.

Pou Chong, which means “har
monious and safe journey in life”, 
was founded by Lee Shih Chuan in 
the late 1950s when he was a young 
man. His granddaughter Janice 
Lee said Pou Chong produces more 
than 40 varieties of sauces and now 
caters to restaurants and locals.

Its products are supplied to five- 
star restaurants and major hotels, 
among other clients. And they are 
also popular among households in 
Kolkata.

The family traces its roots back 
to a Hakka Chinese community 
that arrived in Kolkata by ship 
from a village in Guangdong prov
ince, one of the early Chinese set- 

tliat they’ll get taken away.”
The latest chapter in the relent

less gun violence crisis in the Unit
ed States reignited an old debate 
on firearms control.

Yet again, US President Joe Bid
en called for a federal ban on mili
tary-style assault rifles, the kind 
of gun often used in these mass 
killings.

But with Republicans in Con
gress steadfastly opposed, the idea 
has no chance of becoming law.

“Targeting specific styles of 
guns is not the right answer,” said 
Brett Reeves, a 34-year-old air con
ditioning salesman who wore a 
cowboy hat.

By NDUMISO MLILO 
in Johannesburg

For China Daily

ber but had been rising again since 
the start of December, he said.

The WHO first declared a public 
health emergency of international 
concern, or PHEIC, in response to 
what was then called the novel coro
navirus on Jan 30,2020.

Though declaring a PHEIC is the 
internationally agreed mechanism 
for triggering a global response to 
such outbreaks, it was only after 
Tedros described the worsening sit
uation as a pandemic on March 11, 
2020.

Globally, over 752 million con
firmed cases of COVID-19 had been 
reported to the WHO as of Monday.

ONTARIO, California - With 
ammunition, rifles and bullet
proof vests on display, business 
was brisk at a Los Angeles area gun 
show — so much so you would nev
er know a mass shooting unfolded 
nearby just a week earlier.

Thousands of people turned out 
over the weekend in the city of 
Ontario to view dozens of stands at 
the trade fair called the Crossroads 
of the West Gun Show.

Women pushing baby strollers 
looked at small pistols while strap
ping young men examined mili
tary-style semi-automatic rifles 
that can handle several calibers of 
ammunitions. The vibe was cheer
ful. And children aged 12 got in free. 

Most people did not want to 
address the elephant in the room, 
though, even as the state mourns. 

A mass shooting at a dance hall 
in Monterey Park, a 30-minute 
drive away, left 11 dead on Jan 21. 
Two days later, another shooter 
killed seven people at forms in Half 
Moon Bay, near San Francisco.

“Nobodj' talks about these inci
dents, but there is a spike in pur
chases (last) week,” said Crystal 
Markanson, a vendor at the show. 
“Every time that the media talks 
about a mass shooting, people 
buy guns because they’re afraid

Senior officials from South 
Africa have conveyed their best 
wishes to the Chinese communi
ty in celebration of the Chinese 
New Year, wishing for closer 
Sino-South African friendship 
and cooperation that will bring 
common prosperity to the peo
ples of the two countries.

“It (New Year) is pivoted on 
longevity, prosperity, interest 
and common good for the Chi
nese people,” said Alvin Botes, 
deputy minister of internation
al relations and cooperation of 
South Africa. “We value our 
relationship which is premised 
on our mutual respect and 
cooperation with our historical 
friends.

“This is an occasion for deep 
reflection on South Africa’s 
future relations with China with 
regard to the program of bring
ing common prosperity into all 
Chinese people and ours.”

Botes said South Africa will 
continue to learn valuable les
sons from China such as lifting 
people out of absolute poverty 
and good governance. He said it 
is also celebrating the 25th anni
versary of diplomatic relations 
with China, which were estab
lished on Jan 1,1998.

Lindiwe Zulu, chairperson 
for the African National Con
gress Subcommittee on Interna
tional Relations, said the 
Communist Party of China has 
invested so much in building 
relations with many parties 
around the world.

She said the congress is learn
ing lessons from the CPC about 
governance, lifting people out of 
absolute poverty and improving 
people’s livelihoods. Thisyear, she 
expects ANC’s friendship with the 
CPC and relations between the 
two countries to grow.

South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa also sent his best 
wishes to the Chinese govern
ment and Chinese people all 
over the world for the Year of the 
Rabbit.

“My dear brothers and sisters 
from China and all Chinese com
munities around the world, I 
wish you all a happy Lunar New 
Year and a prosperous Spring 
Festival 2023,” Ramaphosa said. 
“On behalf of the government 
and people of South Africa, I 
wish the government and the 
people of China, including here 
in South Africa, a happy and ful
filling time of goodwill, celebra
tion and friendship, as you renew 
the bonds between friends or 
reunite with family during this 
period.”

(paratha wraps with fillings) and 
most importantly, the chili chick
en. It became almost indispensable 
to Kolkata Chinese food.”

Hunan sauce and oyster sauce, 
which are produced using ancient 
techniques, are extremely popular 
sauces to make Hunan chicken and 
Hunan fried rice. Hunan sauce, 
originating from Hunan province, 
has a distinctive taste.

‘We use Indian spices and mix it 
with a traditional way of making 
chili sauce, which was learned by my 
ancestors from China,” she said.

After Lee Shih Chuan founded 
Pou Chong and grew the business, 
it evolved from being just a sauce 
company to making many more 
Chinese food products like dump
lings, spring rolls and Chinese sau
sages. In 2017, the company 
launched its KIM range of prod
ucts, establishing a premium 
brand for authentic Hakka prod
ucts. Kim in Chinese means “gold” 

The Lee family's ancestors came 
from a Hakka Chinese village 
called Meixin. ‘We are carrying the 
same language and customs,” Jan
ice said.

tiers in Kolkata. Lu Shun Sarani 
and its adjacent area in central 
Kolkata is one of the oldest market
places in the city where the Chinese 
community first settled in the late 
18th century. Since then, the place 
is widely known as Chinatown.

Lee Shih Chuan’s father and 
grandfather were traditional Chi
nese medicine practitioners. In 
1958, he took over an old sauce fac
tory to make signature sauces with 
Chinese herbs. Eventually, he 
began mixing Indian herbs with 
Chinese ones to create fresh blends 
and invented new varieties of sau
ces, including a green chili sauce 
that is now widely popular in India. 

Lee Shih Chuan’s green chili 
sauce was inspired by the many 
locals, especially Bengalis, who 
loved to eat green chilies dipped in 
salt while eating rice.

Washington has a long history of 
trade bullying. Though it used its 
right of appeal as a WTO member, 
its action amount “to effectively 
blocking” WTO rulings, according 
to a statement by the EU on Friday. 

The EU noted that the panel 
reports have been appealed, but 
these appeals cannot be currently 
heard by the Appellate Body, given 
that it cannot function.

The US tends to appeal every 
unfavorable panel report and refuse 
to comply with the results of any 
proceedings of tire DSB, China’s 
Ambassador to the WTO Li Cheng- 
gang told a DSB meeting.

“These troubling behaviors of the 
US have clearly depicted an image 
of the US as a unilateral bully, a rule 
breaker and a supply chain disrupt
er,” Li said.

So for, 127 WTO members have 
attempted on 61 occasions to start 
the selection process for filling vacan
cies on the Appellate Body. Still, the 
US blocked the proposed decision.

Continued cooperation
Chen Xiaodong, China’s 

ambassador to South Africa, said 
economic cooperation between 
the two countries continues to 
grow, with trade volume last year 
reaching $57 billion, making 
China the biggest trading part
ner of South Africa.

Chen said the rabbit symbol
izes kindness, beauty and peace 
in Chinese culture, and wished 
for the continual deepening of 
Sino-South African friendship 
this year.

“Let us all join hands and 
move forward together to write a 
new' and glorious chapter of the 
China-South Africa community 
with a shared future,” he said. 
“May China-South Africa and 
China-Africa cooperation flour
ish and achieve new glories. 
Long as the journey is, we will 
reach our destination if we stay 
the course. Difficult as the task is, 
we will get it done if we keep 
working.”

“People-to-people exchanges 
are important for a common 
future, which we should build 
collectively together as nations 
and as peoples of South Africa 
and China,” said Mzwandile 
Thakhudi, national secretary of 
the Young Communist League of 
South Africa.

rey Park shooting was illegal. That 
is because it is considered an 
assault weapon.

“Restrictions are only pushing 
people to go underground,” said 
Reeves, who described himself as 
big on guns for self-defense.

Garen Wintemute, director of the 
Violence Prevention Research Pro
gram at the University of California, 
Davis, noted that the country is 
awash with 400 million guns. The 
US population is about 330 million. 

Unlike other places in the US, 
people cannot just buy a gun at 
the Ontario show and take it 
home. Buyers must prove they 
are at least 21, undergo a back
ground check and, if they clear, 
wait 10 days to take delivery of 
the weapon.

Thanks to restrictions like these, 
Californians, compared with citi
zens of other states, are about 25 
percent less likely to die in mass 
shootings, says the Public Policy 
Institute of California.

‘These tragedies need to stop. 
People should be safe and not get 
shot,” a man named Adolfo Garcia 
said as he left tire fair after stocking 
up on bullets for his semi-automat
ic rifle.

Health workers, with oxygen 
at the ready, take a child from 
Brazil's Yanomami 
indigenous group for 
treatment in Boa Vista, 
Roraima state, on Sunday. 
The child was suffering from 
malnutrition and pneumonia. 
Dozens of indigenous children 
weakened by malnutrition
and acute diseases have been 
hospitalized in northern Brazil 
as a public health crisis 
unfolds. 
AMANDA PEROBELLI / REUTERS

Future focus
In an effort to be better prepared 

for future global health emergencies 
after COVID-19, the agency’s Gene
va meeting, which was scheduled to 
start on Monday, sets the program 
for the agency this year, as well as its 
future budget.

At the executive board’s annual 
meeting from Jan 30 to Feb 7, coun
tries will give feedback on Tedros’ 
global strategy to strengthen readi
ness for the next pandemic, which 
includes a binding treaty currently 
being negotiated.

“I think the focus is very much on 
the program budget, then sustaina
ble financing,” Timothy Armstrong, 
WHO director for governing bod
ies, told journalists when asked 
about the agenda.

The WHO is seeking a record $6.86 
billion for its 2024-25 budget, saying 
that approving this stun would be “a 
historic move” toward a more 
empowered and independent WHO.

Kolkata staple
“When he first began making the 

green chili sauce, he would literally 
sell it for very little,” Janice Lee 
said. “Roadside cucumber sellers 
would use this sauce as a dressing. 
Eventually, there was a growing 
demand for it and the green chili 
sauce became a staple for Kolkata- 
style Chinese noodles, kathi rolls 

California ban
In California, which has some of 

the country’s toughest gun laws, 
assault rifles have been banned for 
more than 30 years.

“And yet we keep hearing about 
mass shootings,” Reeves added.

The self-described libertarian 
owns a dozen or so guns, from 
pump-action rifles to pistols, and 
none of them are registered with 
authorities. He has built them him
self with gun parts he buys at shows 
like the Crossroads of the West.

Reeves said he was not surprised 
to learn the gun used in the Monte
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By APARAJIT CHAKRABORTY 
in New Delhi 

For China Daily

An Afghan man begs in the snow in Kabul on Sunday. At least 166 
people have died in a wave of bitterly cold weather sweeping 
Afghanistan, exacerbating hardships, ali khara / Reuters
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COVID-19 remains global emergency, 
health body says with eye on next crisis
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Firearms and accessories attract plenty of interest at the Crossroads of the West Gun Show in 
Ontario, California, on Saturday, apu gomes / agence france-presse
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GENEVA — Members of the 
World Trade Organization have 
denounced the United States for its 
abusive series of appeals against the 
global trade watchdog’s panel rul
ings over its import tariffs and 
flawed labeling of goods origins.

Pressing for a changed stance 
from Washington, they have urged 
the US to fulfill its obligations as a 
WTO member and stop its unilater
al and protectionist moves.

At the latest Dispute Settlement 
Body, or DSB, meeting held on Fri
day, five WTO members — China, 
Norway, Switzerland, Turkiye, and 
Hong Kong — required the plenary 
meeting to pass five panel rulings 
regarding duties imposed by the US 
on steel and aluminum imports 
and the US origin marking require
ment applicable to goods produced 
in Hong Kong.

Before the meeting, Washington 
had appealed four panel rulings 
regarding duties imposed by the US 
on imports of steel and aluminum 
products from China, Norway, 
Switzerland and Turkiye.

GENEVA—Three years to the day 
after the World Health Organization 
sounded the highest level of global 
alert over COVID-19, it said on Mon
day that the pandemic remains an 
international emergency.

The UN health agency’s 
announcement came as it tries to 
push for an expanded role in tack
ling the next global health emergen
cy after the coronavirus.

The WHO’s emergency committee 
on COVID-19 met on Friday for the 
14 th time since the start of the crisis. 

Following that meeting, WHO 
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
“concurs with the advice offered by 
the committee regarding the ongo
ing COVID-19 pandemic and deter
mines that the event continues to 
constitute a public health emergen
cy of international concern” the 
organization said in a statement.

Tedros, it said, “acknowledges the 
committee’s views that the COVID-19 
pandemic is probably at a transition 
point and appreciates the advice of 
the committee to navigate this transi
tion carefully and mitigate the poten
tial negative consequences’!

Even prior to the meeting, Tedros 
had suggested the emergency phase 
of the pandemic is not over, pointing 
to surging numbers of deaths and 
warning that the global response to 
the crisis “remains hobbled”

“As we enter the fourth year of the 
pandemic, we are certainly in a much 
better position now than we were a 
year ago, when the Omicron wave 
was at its peak, and more than 70,000 
deaths were being reported to WHO 
each week,” he told the committee at 
the start of Friday’s meeting.

Tedros said the weekly death rate 
had dropped below 10,000 in Octo-
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6th Memphis officer suspended
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drugs, according to researchers 
from Brigham and Women’s Hos
pital and Harvard Medical School 
in Boston.

Priscilla VanderVeer,
Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America 
spokesperson

beating, and Hemphill has been 
cooperating with the investigation. 

Hemphill “was relieved of duty 
with the other officers” involved 
in the Jan 7 encounter with Nich
ols, Memphis police spokesperson 
Karen Rudolph said Monday.

Hemphill has been on adminis
trative leave since the beginning of 
the investigation, Memphis police 
spokesperson Kimberly Elder told 
CNN. Elder declined to say whether 
Hemphill is being paid or whether 
any other officers were put on leave. 

Body cam footage reveals Hemp
hill fired a Taser stun gun at Nichols 
and saying, “One of them prongs 
hit the bastard.” Later, Hemphill 
says to another officer: “I hope they 
stomp his ass.”

Memphis Police Department offi
cers used a stun gun, a baton and 
their fists as they beat Nichols dur
ing the nighttime arrest. Footage 
shows Nichols running away from 
officers toward his house after he 
was pulled over on suspicion of 
reckless driving.

ByAIHEPING in New York

aiheping@chmadailyiisa.com

A sixth Memphis Police Depart
ment officer has been disciplined 
in the arrest, beating and death of 
Tyre Nichols, the department said 
Monday.

Preston Hemphill, who is white, 
was relieved of duty shortly after 
Nichols’ Jan 7 arrest, the depart
ment said. He hasn’t been charged. 

Five other Memphis officers, all 
black, have been fired and face 
charges of second-degree murder in 
connection with the beating death 
of Nichols, also black. The video 
released by the Memphis police in 
Tennessee has sparked nationwide 
peaceful protests about the use of 
force by police, especially against 
people of color.

Hemphill was the third officer 
at a traffic stop that preceded the 
arrest and beating of Nichols. 
Hemphill’s lawyer Lee Gerald said, 
“He was never present at the sec
ond scene” that escalated to the 

By MAY ZHOU in Houston 

mayzhou@chinadailyusa.com

If someone were to exploit your 
name and life story for entertain
ment and profit, how much would 
it matter?

Night Angels, a new novel by Wei- 
na Dai Randall, is being aggressively 
marketed as historical fiction “based 
on the true story” of my father, the 
Chinese diplomat Dr Ho Feng Shan, 
and his rescue of Jews in Vienna.

I’ve just read this book, which 
was sent to me unsolicited. It’s a 
potboiler that exploits real names, 
real people, real events and places, 
in what is essentially a Holocaust- 
themed melodrama.

In her disclaimer, Weina Dai Ran
dall, a Chinese native married to an 
American Jew, says the “names, char
acters, organizations, places, events 
and incidents are either products 
of the author’s imagination or used 
fictitiously” (whatever that means). 

Yet in large type on the title page, 
it says this novel is “based on the true 
story of Dr Ho Fengshan”.

Apparently, she wants it both 
ways.

The true story is that on the eve 
of World War II, despite daunting 
obstacles, my father helped thou
sands of Jews escape certain death at 
the hands of the Nazis. It has taken 
me, a professional journalist, more 
than two decades of painstaking 
research to uncover, to document 
and to understand this very complex 
period of history.

How much responsibility does an 
author of historical fiction have to 
honestly present the historical truth 
upon which she claims her fiction 
is based?

The wholesale distortions of

Nichols, a father of a 4-year-old 
son, was originally from Sacra
mento, California, and was living 
in Memphis when he died. He was 
heard calling for his mother and 
seen struggling with his injuries as 
he sat helpless on the pavement, 
video footage released Friday 
showed.

Besides the five officers, there 
were other authorities on the scene. 
Two Shelby County sheriff’s dep
uties have been relieved of duty 
without pay while their conduct 
is investigated. Two Memphis Fire 
Department workers were also 
removed from duty over Nichols’ 
arrest.

The police department is respon
sible for internal disciplinary mea
sures, such as firings, while the 
Shelby County’s district attorney 
handles criminal investigations.

On Monday, lawyers for the Nich
ols family asked why the depart
ment didn’t disclose Hemphill’s 
discipline earlier and why he hasn’t 
been fired or charged.

Rudolph said information on 
disciplinary action taken against 
Hemphill wasn’t immediately 
released because he wasn’t fired. 
The department generally only 

gives out information about an 
officer’s punishment after a depart
ment investigation into police mis
conduct ends, Rudolph said.

“The news today from Mem
phis officials that Officer Preston 
Hemphill was reportedly relieved 
of duty weeks ago, but not yet ter
minated or charged, is extremely 
disappointing. Why is his identity 
and the role he played in Tyre’s 
death just now coming to light?” 
attorneys Ben Crump and Anto
nio Romanucci said in a statement 
Monday.

“It certainly begs the question 
why the White officer involved in 
this brutal attack was shielded and 
protected from the public eye.”

Memphis Police Director Cere- 
lyn “CJ” Davis told The Associated 
Press in an interview Friday that a 
‘lack of supervision in this incident 
was a major problem”.

“When officers are working, you 
should have at least one supervi
sor for every group or squad of 
people,” Davis said. “Not just some
body who’s at the office doing the 
paperwork, somebody who’s actu
ally embedded in that unit”

history on which Weina Dai Ran
dall has built her melodrama are 
too numerous to list Here are a few 
egregious examples:

In the book, the central character, 
named after my father’s then-wife 
Grace, helps convince my father’s 
character “Fengshan” to save Jews. 

In feet, my father sent Grace and 
my brother Monto away for their 
safety to Grace’s hometown of 
Brooklyn, New York, shortly after 
the Anschluss — the union of Austria 
and Nazi Germany in March 1938. 
Neither Grace nor Monto were in 
Vienna to witness die Nazi reign of 
terror, the Kristallnacht pogrom, or 
my fedier’s rescue efforts.

In the book, “Fengshan” is initial
ly reluctant to help Jews because 
he has been ordered by “Chinese 
ambassador Chen” in Berlin not to 
jeopardize relations with Germany 
due to arm sales. In fact, there were 
no initial instructions from Chinese 
ambassador Chen, because Chen 
was not assigned to Berlin until six 
months after my father initiated 

As part of her relentless promo
tion of this book to Jewish survivors, 
organizations and museums, Weina 
Dai Randall tracked me down by 
mail and phone to solicit my bless
ing for her book.

When I did not respond, she 
tracked down another member of 
my family. She dedicates her book to 
“Dr Ho Fengshan, his family” in an 
attempt to appear as if she has our 
endorsement, which she does not

In the United States, using a per
son’s name, image or life story in 
“expressive” work is protected by 
the First Amendment to the Consti
tution. That means an author can 
write anything under the guise of 
fiction.

In her preface, Weina Dai Randall 
says it is her “honor and privilege 
to re-imagine” my father’s life in 
Vienna.

But what is lost when an author 
takes it into her head to “re-imag- 
ine” history?

In proclaiming that a work is 
“based on a true story”, is there not 
some responsibility for presenting 
things as they are known to have 
happened?

Accuracy is important, especially 
if a work claims to be based on a true 
story, because it can shape percep
tions of history. If those who cannot 
remember history are condemned 
to repeat it, what can we say about 
those who remember history that 
never happened?

Such shameless exploitation of my 
father’s name and misuse of history 
is not only offensive to our family. It 
is an insult to my father’s memory, 
to the thousands of survivors whose 
stories are well known, and to Chi
nese and Jewish history.

Disciplined in fatal beating of Tyre Nichols 
in which five other officers were charged

The experts predicted that drag
makers likely will launch new 
drags with more expensive prices 
before Medicare can bargain for 
more affordable prices, a trend that 
has lasted for more than a decade. 

A study by the Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
(JAMA) found that between 2008- 
21, the median launch price for new 
drugs has increased from about 
$2,000 each year to $180,000, or 
about 20 percent a year.

The growing power of middle
men called pharmacy benefit 
managers also plays a role in the 
drug-price increases. They influ
ence whether a drag gets on an 
insurance plan. In exchange, the 
managers demand concessions 
from drug companies in the form 
of rebates or drag discounts.

However, insurance companies 
and pharmacy benefit managers 
often don’t pass rebates and dis
counts on to consumers, according 
to the Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of America 
(PhRMA).

Drug companies also raise prices 
to offset discounted drug programs 
such as Medicaid, the federal gov
ernment program for low-income 
families.

“More than half of what’s spent 
on medicines goes to entities that 
don’t make the medicines,” Priscilla 
VanderVeer, a PhRMA spokesper
son, told USA Today.

“These entities, including insur
ance companies and middlemen 
like pharmacy benefit managers, 
are profiting at the expense of 
patients.”

A group of demonstrators protest outside a police precinct in response to the death of Tyre Nichols, who died after being beaten by Memphis 
police officers, in Memphis, Tennessee, on Sunday, gerald herbert/ap

rescue activities in Vienna on his 
own.

The Germans blindsided China by 
canceling their contracted arm sales 
in June 1938. Nothing my father did 
in Vienna had any bearing on that 
cancellation.

In the book, “Fengshan” has to 
be told what Dachau concentration 
camp is, does not know Sigmund 
Freud is a Jew, and is shocked by 
what befalls his friend “Rosenburg” 
(misspelled) at the hands of the 
Nazis.

In fact, my father was prescient 
about what would happen to Jews, 
urged his Jewish friends to leave, 
and rescued the real Rosenberg after 
a tense face-off with the Gestapo on 
Kristallnacht.

My father had to be well informed 
in order to devise an effective rescue 
strategy, which he initiated as soon 
as he was appointed consul general 
a month after the Anschluss, saving 
thousands of Jews and creating a 
refuge of last resort for 18,000 of 
them in Shanghai.

In the book, “Fengshan” has sev
eral run-ins with a cartoonishly vil
lainous “Adolf Eichmann”, the first 
in May 1938, when he tries to get 
“Grace” released from detention at 
the Gestapo headquarters at the 
Hotel Metropole. She had been 
arrested for sitting on a park bench 
reserved for Aryans, with her Jewish 
tutor, a fictional character named 
Lola.

None of this is based on anything. 
In fact, my father never met Adolf 
Eichmann, the architect of the 
Final Solution, who did not arrive 
in Vienna until August 1938 on his 
first assignment to set up the Central 
Office for Jewish Emigration at 22

Prinz Eugen Strasse.
In the book, “Eichmann” blows up 

the Chinese Consulate building with 
a tank. One of his minions threat
ens the character named after my 
then-ll-year-old brother Monto in 
a park, causing “Grace” to fall and 
have a miscarriage and a subsequent 
hysterectomy, which leads to a mor
phine addiction.

None of that is based on any actual 
history. In 2015,1 stayed in the for
mer consulate building, now part 
of the Ritz Carlton Hotel, when a 
commemorative plaque was placed 
there.

In the book, Lola attempts to 
assassinate “Eichmann” at the Hotel 
Sacher. “Fengshan” witnesses the 
attempt and Lola’s immediate execu
tion. Because of that, he is fired from 
his post by “Chinese ambassador 
Chen”

Again, none of that happened. In 
fact, my father was given a demer
it for disobeying the orders of his 
ambassador to stop helping Jews 
and was subsequently removed 
from his post in Vienna in Febru
ary 1940.

Over the years, I have ignored 
many such ludicrous renditions of 
my father’s story, including a 2015 
film depicting my father fighting the 
Nazis with kung fu (because he was 
Chinese, after all).

But not this time. Amazon has 
already distributed digital copies 
of Night Angels and is promoting 
it as the “#1 Bestseller in Jewish lit
erature” In online reviews, readers 
say that they are thrilled to learn of 
my father and this history — except 
of course, what they have learned 
is not really history, my father’s, or 
anyone else’s.

In the first three weeks of Janu
ary, prices have risen on almost 
1,000 drugs in the US, the most 
increases in January since at least 
2011, according to a nonprofit orga
nization that tracks drag prices.

The price increases on 985 drugs 
ranged from 1 percent to 26 percent, 
rath median increases of 5 percent, 
according to data from 46brooklyn, 
a nonprofit organization.

Affordability of drugs has been 
a major concern in the US. A 
poll conducted by nonprofit KFF 
(Kaiser Family Foundation) last 
October showed that 60 percent of 
Americans are taking at least one 
prescription drag, and about 30 
percent of those patients said that 
they haven’t taken their medicine 
as prescribed due to costs.

Those patients reported that 
they tried to cut the cost by not 
filling the prescription, using over- 
the-counter drags as alternatives or 
reducing dosages.

Industry analysts said it is too 
early to tell whether the price 
increases were influenced by a new 
federal law requiring drug com
panies to pay Medicare a rebate if 
they increase prices above the rate 
of inflation, USA Today reported. 

“Inflation lias been running high
er than recent historical trends,” 
Ryan Urgo, managing director of 
health policy at health consulting 
firm Avalere, told the newspaper. 
“This may certainly create opportu
nities for manufacturers to raise list 
prices higher in percentage terms 
than in the past, given that this 
could be done without triggering a 
rebate penalty.”

Another new law, as part of the 
Inflation Reduction Act passed 
by Congress last year, will allow 
Medicare to bargain with drug 
companies on the prices of 10 of 
the highest-priced drugs in 2026 
before adding 15 more in 2027,15 
more in 2028 and 20 more each 
year after that.

The government will be able to 
negotiate the prices of drugs that 
have been on the market for nine 
years or that have been available 
for 13 years if there are no generics 
or other comparable alternatives. 

If such policy were in place from 
2018 to 2020 for 40 drags, it would 
have saved the US $26.5 billion, 
about 5 percent of all spending on 
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Liu Jinglan, paper-cutting artist
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Liu Jieqiong is a master of paper-cutting from Yanchuan county, 
Shaanxi province, provided to china daily

Above and below: Two paper-cut artworks created by Beijing-based 
painter Li Zhengming.

Contact the writer at 
xulin@chinadaily.com.cn

Liu Jinglan, an inheritor of 
Baotou-style paper-cutting, 
shares her passion and skills with 
the younger generation.
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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By Amy

Opera was once a highlight of life in 
Yuxian, and thanks to a local handi
craft, the memory is being protected.

In the early 20th century, highly 
anticipated events for people in 
most villages of Yuxian county, 
Hebei province, were the opera per
formances to celebrate the harvest 
or festivals.

“Back then, most villagers didn’t 
have the chance to receive an educa
tion, but they could learn about life 
through stories told in operas,” says
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Editor’s note:
There are 43 items inscribed 

on UNESCO’s Intangible 
Cultural Heritage lists that 
not only bear witness to the 

past glories of Chinese 
civilization, but also 

continue to shine today. 
China Daily looks at the 

protection and inheritance 
of some of these cultural legacies. 

In this installment, we talk to 
scholars and inheritors at the 

cutting edge of Chinese paper craft.

In many regions, the traditional 
skill is often handed down from gen
eration to generation of women with
in the family. Liu’s mother gave her an 
old pair of scissors that was once used 
by Liu’s great-grandmother.

In China, different paper-cuts are 
used for weddings, funerals and 
births, as well as specific designs for 
old age and sickness. They’re also used 
to invoke spirits for the frightened 
and the sick — even those of the dead 
— and to pray for good weather.

Liu says that, in the past, when a 
child was sick, the mother would 
make a paper-cut of dolls holding 
hands to act as a substitute to lure the 
“bad spirits” away from the child.

She explains that in northern 
Shaanxi, while the man’s most impor
tant tool is a hoe for plowing the fields 
to feed the family, the woman’s is her 
scissors, used to make clothes and 
keep the family warm. They are cul
tural symbols and ensure an agricul
tural society’s ideal of peace and order.

She recalls that, during her child
hood, at Spring Festival, children 
would go to see the paper-cuts deco
rating the traditional cave dwellings,

By WANG RU
wangrul @ chinadmly.com.cn

ByLIYINGXUE
liyingxue@chinadaily.com.cn

Paper-cut Factory with his brother, and 
organized local villagers to learn and 
produce paper-cuts.

Two years later, he went to Beijing 
to sell his paper-cuts and became one 
of the first artisans to promote the 
Yuxian art form outside the county. In 
the 1990s, his works were used as 
national gifts for visiting dignitaries 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

According to Gao, there are more 
than 30,000 people working in paper
cutting in Yuxian.

Since 2012, supported by the local 
government, paper-cutting has gradu
ally developed into a cultural pillar 
industry of the local economy, with an 
annual output valued at more than 500 
million yuan ($74 million).

Different from many other paper
cutting techniques, which mainly use 
scissors, the Yuxian type is made by 
carving. At first, the craftsman draws 
patterns on a piece of rice paper, and 
then starts to carve.

Artisans are required to carve a 
smooth and clean line. “When we 
carve an opera mask design, like the 
one of Guan Yu, a general in the late 
Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220), we are 
required to carve each hair of the 
beard as thin as one millimeter. This 
can hardly be accomplished by a 
machine,” says Gao.

“For us, the carving tools are like 
paint brushes. With sophisticated

Most of Liu Jinglan’s works 
feature auspicious patterns, 
such as rabbits, fish, flowers 
and Chinese character fu. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

skills, one can carve a strong three- 
dimensional effect, and thus enrich 
the visual result,” he adds.

After creating the patterns through 
carving, the craftsman dyes the pieces 
different colors. Dyeing materials and 
skills have been improved continuous
ly, and now they can ensure the colors 
do not fade, even after many years.

As well as opera, other popular pat
terns include flowers, birds, insects 
and fish. ‘Yuxian paper-cutting reflects 
people’s love for life and eagerness for 
beautiful things,” says Gao.

He re-creates famous paintings, like 
the 12th-century scroll artwork, Along 
the River During Qingming Festival, 
using the paper-cutting technique.

Gao’s version depicts the several 
hundred people found in the original 
painting. Although each figure seems 
small, their expressions are displayed 
vividly thanks to Gao’s skills.

Gao Yang, son of Gao Tianliang, 
learned the craft when he was a prima
ry school student, and is working to 
promote it. He regards his father as his 
role model, and says the diligence, per
severance and integrity his father has 
demonstrated have exerted a great 
influence on him.

Gao Tianliang helped to establish a 
school to cultivate more talented peo
ple to become qualified craftspeople, 
all while continuing to develop new 
patterns with his team.
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to cut pieces for their weddings and 
other auspicious occasions.

Her daughter, Zhao Yifan, remem
bers that, when she was in middle 
school, every day she would return 
home to find her mother sitting at a 
desk, practicing.

Zhao, 41, has followed in her moth
er’s footsteps, and since middle school 
has mastered the scissors herself, 
majoring in arts and crafts in college 
and later becoming a paper-cutting 
teacher at a local children’s activity 
center.

“I think my mother’s paper-cuts are 
particularly graceful and exquisite,” 
Zhao says.

“Her pieces look so pretty because 
all the elements match one another 
and contain folk symbolism. It has 
taken her years of practice and 
patience to master the skill.”

After retirement in 2005, Liu set up 
a stall at a local art market to sell her 
works.

Ten years later, she expanded it into 
a 30-square-meter studio, where she 
teaches young students the craft of 
paper-cutting.

She often visits her village to collect 
samples to better preserve them. At 
the same time, she is working on using 
Baotou-style paper-cutting in innova
tive ways.

One of her favorite works is named 
Auspicious Grassland, which records 
the lives of the Mongolian people.

The inspiration for the piece was a 
trip to the grasslands of Inner Mongo
lia. The piece connects flowers, grass, 
nomads and sheep with auspicious 
signs from Mongolian culture. It took 
her two years to complete.

“I believe that paper-cutting is not 
only a craft, but also conveys good 
wishes for families and the country as 
a whole. I inherited this skill, and I will 
pass it on to the younger generation,” 
Liu says.

J

Fold it 
diagonally

and they all believed that the most 
beautiful ones were made by their 
own mother. There are rules about 
which patterns should be displayed as 
window decorations on different days 
of the festival.

Liu attributes the different types of 
paper-cuts to the indigenous cultures 
and topography of the country.

Painter and paper-cutting artist Li 
Zhengming, 70, agrees.

“The themes vary between regions. 
While many paper-cuts in northern 
China are about figures and folk sto
ries, there are more flowers and birds 
in the paper-cuts of southern China,” 
says Li, from Beijing, who started to 
collect paper-cuts from all over China 
in 1976, before taking up the art form 
himself when he retired in 2014.

“In all art forms, including paper
cutting, it’s essential to have continu
ous innovation, which originates from 
life. You should not be restricted with
in the framework of traditional 
themes,” he says.

His paper-cuts are mainly about dif
ferent aspects of social life, based on 
his careful observations.

He uses painting to design paper
cuts, and it takes at least a week to fin
ish a piece. He combines traditional 
folk images with other Chinese cultur
al symbols, such as seal script and ora
cle bone inscriptions, in his paper-cut 
designs.

Every Spring Festival, he makes a 
paper-cut on the theme of whichever 
of the 12 Chinese zodiac animals the 
new year ushers forth. He also creates 
paper-cuts to record festive scenes, 
such as family reunions and temple 
fairs.

He creates a design at first and uses 
a burin to carefully carve out the com
plicated patterns. He often folds the 
76-centimeter square paper several 
times, to ensure a symmetrical design 
which adheres to traditional Chinese 
aesthetics. Finally, he puts in some dif
ferent elements to add a little contrast 
to the symmetry.

Tai Gaodi, associate researcher at 
Chinese National Academy of Arts, 
says: “Chinese paper-cutting is closely 
related to the nation’s original culture 
and religious beliefs, such as repro
ductive worship, praying for bless
ings and warding off disasters. It 
contains deep cultural value, as well 
as traditional Chinese philosophy 
and morals.”

In Chaozhou, Guangdong province, 
paper-cuts are pasted onto sacrificial 
offerings at such rituals and local 
craftspeople also chisel patterns in 
copper or gold foil. In Yueqing, Zheji
ang province, it’s a tradition to paste 
paper-cuts with intricate patterns on 
large dragon boat-shaped lanterns 
during Lantern Festival.

Tai adds that the paper-cuts of eth
nic groups in China have different 
characteristics, showcasing their 
ancestors’ stories and mythology, as 
well as religious and folk traditions.

Liu notes that development is need
ed for future inheritance. She recently 
worked on a collaboration to make sil
ver ornaments based on her paper-cut 
patterns.

Liu, as president of Yanchuan coun
ty’s Women’s Cultural Artists Associa
tion, often delivers speeches at 
colleges to promote the culture of 
paper-cutting among youngsters.

Tai says: “Like other folk arts, paper
cutting has less practical use than 
before — there are fewer people using 
them nowadays. But paper-cutting can 
be revived in other ways. Its patterns 
can be used to make creative cultural 
products and cartoons, for example, or 
even to be printed on clothes.”

Within a dozen seconds and using 
only a pair of scissors and a piece of 
paper, Liu Jinglan cuts out the shape 
of a rabbit. A few minutes later, she 
has finished, the rabbit’s ears and 
body crisscrossed with ornate pat
terns. When the rabbit is pasted on the 
window, sun shines through the thin 
cuts, lighting it up.

To master paper-cutting, 68-year- 
old Liu has been practicing for six dec
ades. She is an inheritor of Baotou- 
style paper-cutting, named after the 
city in Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region where it originated.

The style incorporates themes of 
nomadic grassland life, traditionally 
followed by the area’s inhabitants, and 
has been designated a national-level 
intangible cultural heritage by the 
government, earmarking it for protec
tion and development.

Liu is an accomplished teacher and 
practitioner of the art form, and has 
won multiple paper-cutting prizes. 
Her designs are used on stamps, post
marks and commemorative coins. 
They are also featured in collections of 
the National Art Museum of China 
and the National Museum of China, 
and have even been used by UNESCO 
as representative examples of Chinese 
paper-cutting.

Liu is also a member of the Chinese 
Folk Literature and Art Association, 
and has visited many countries 
including Japan, France and Australia 
to present Chinese paper-cutting 
skills as part of cultural exchanges.

“Spectators are quite fond of my 
paper-cutting skill and they always 
gather around to watch me,” Liu 
recalls.

Born in Gaojia village in Ulaanqab, 
Inner Mongolia, Liu grew up in a set
ting where paper-cutting culture was 
very much a part of everyday life. 
When she was a child, each family 
would paste paper-cuts on their wood
grid windows to celebrate Spring Fes
tival.

“The paper-cuts were so pretty. 
Some families would fill all the win
dows of their homes with paper-cuts 
so that together they would form a 
whole pattern,” Liu recalls.

Gao Tianliang, a paper-cutting arti
san in Yuxian.

Since local people loved opera so 
much, but were not wealthy enough to 
watch it often, many villagers who 
were good at paper-cutting attempted 
to re-create opera characters and their 
distinctive masks themselves, and 
pasted them in their windows. “In this 
way, people could see opera every day,” 
says Gao.

That has made opera an important 
aspect of Yuxian paper-cutting, a 
national-level intangible cultural heri
tage. Gao, 57, a provincial-level inher
itor of the craft, has been dedicated to 
it for decades, and has tried to imbue 
the craft with new connotations.

Yuxian’s paper-cutting has a history 
stretching further than the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644). The art form 
developed from the tradition of past
ing up paper-cuts to bring good for
tune to the family, as well as to 
decorate windows.

People often hang paper-cuts during 
Lunar New Year and change them at 
Mid-Autumn Festival since frequent 
rain in the summer often damages the 
paper. Such a turnover ensures a busy 
market for exponents of the craft.

In the 1970s, when Gao was a child, 
he started to learn the skill from his 
parents, not out of interest or curiosity, 
but to help make a living for his family. 

In 1984, he established the Danhou
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Li Zhengming,
painter and paper-cutting artist

Mythological figures like 
Zhong Kui are popular 
subjects in Chinese paper
cuts. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Paper-cut patterns include bucolic 
scenery, references to ancient tales, 
flowers or fruit, animal or human fig
ures, and the Chinese characters for 
happiness or luck. They generally 
have auspicious meanings, express
ing gratitude for a good life or hope 
for the future in an aesthetic way.

The technique is passed down 
through the generations and is usually 
taught to youngsters by older women 
in a village. The patterns and designs 
are inherited, too.

Girls practice with previous pieces 
as templates, preserving meaning and 
technique.

Liu describes this process in detail. 
As a child, the paper-cuts on the win
dows of her home were all cut by a 
woman named Aunt Guo.

When she was 7, Guo was too busy 
to cut for Liu’s family, so Liu tried it 
herself. “My first paper-cuts were not 
pretty. I even broke some. But my 
mother loved them. She pasted them 
on our window, and told me that they 
looked pretty when seen from far 
away,” Liu says.

From then on, she was the one who 
made all the paper-cuts at home, and 
she even cut for her relatives.

At that early time, paper-cutting 
was just a hobby. However, in 1983, 
when she was working at a factory in 
Baotou, she entered into a painting 
and calligraphy competition held 
among the employees.

“Only then did I realize that paper
cutting is considered a folk art,” Liu 
says.

She submitted a flower pattern, 
painted by one of her colleagues, and 
they won first prize, which encour
aged her to find more outlets for her 
skill beyond just celebrating Chinese 
New Year.

From then on, paper-cutting 
became a part of her daily life. For 
instance, her colleagues would ask her
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pair of scissors and a piece 
of paper — that’s all 
55-year-old Liu Jieqiong 
needs to create delicate 

works of art. What’s more impressive 
is that it’s done off the top of her head 
without the aid of, or need to refer to, a 
drawn pattern.

This is the unrivaled skill of paper
cutting, an art form found all over 
China, from the unrestrained and 
abstract varieties in the north to the 
intricate and vivid pieces in the south. 

Like Liu, craftspeople with dexter
ous hands cut and carve various pat
terns and images with scissors and 
burins, such as birds, animals, flowers 
and fruits, as well as mythological and 
historical figures, each with their own 
cultural connotations.

The art form takes inspiration from 
the daily lives of Chinese people, who 
have long used paper-cuts as a facet of 
different folk activities and to deco
rate their homes.

The earliest known unearthed 
paper-cuts in China — featuring hors
es, monkeys, flowers and geometric 
figures — were found in Turpan, in 
today’s Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region, during the Southern and 
Northern Dynasties (420-581).

In 2009, Chinese paper-cutting was 
inscribed on UNESCO’s Representa
tive List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity.

“The patterns are all in my heart. 
You can understand life through 
paper-cutting. Life is the script of art, 
and art is reflective of life,” says Liu, 
from Yanchuan county, Shaanxi prov
ince.

Under the guidance of her mother 
Gao Fenglian, a national intangible 
cultural heritage inheritor of the craft, 
she gradually mastered the technique 
and understood the cultural meaning 
behind the paper-cuts.

“My mother rarely shared her per
ception of paper-cutting. She just said 
that only when I grasp the subtlety on 
my own, can I understand its deep cul
ture and philosophy,” Liu says.

“When you have a thorough under
standing of the formulas and the pat
terns, you will know the essence of life 
and how you should live it.”

Through ups and downs, it took a 
long time for Liu to understand that 
with such a traditional folk culture, 
“you have to find your own path to 
enlightenment” It’s not something 
that can be taught. She’s now familiar 
with the folk customs behind the local 
paper-cutting patterns.

She says it’s mainly about the totem 
worship of animals and plants, repre
senting people’s pursuit of abetter life. 

Different pattern combinations 
have various auspicious meanings, 
such as the continuance of a family 
line, a bumper grain harvest or pros
perous life. For example, the classic 
pattern of a rabbit with a snake wound 
around it is an indicator of a rich and 
happy life, and is often used to deco
rate the bridal chamber at a wedding.

million yuan
The annual output value 

of paper-cutting in Yuxian 
county, Hebei province, 

where the craft has 
developed into a cultural 

pillar industry.

Understanding the deep cultural connotations of traditional designs 
is its own path to enlightenment, Xu Lin reports.
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I believe that 
paper-cutting is not 
only a craft, but also 
conveys good wishes 
for families and the 
country as a whole. 
I inherited this skill, 
and I will pass it on 
to the younger 
generation.”
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The themes vary 

between regions. While 
many paper-cuts in 
northern China are 

about figures and folk 
stories, there are more 

flowers and birds in 
the paper-cuts of 
southern China.”
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Chinese civilization runs deep, but how deep exactly?
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gular, pointed ears, suggesting that 
they were possibly meant to demar
cate ethnic difference. The Shu 
script, which postdates Sanxingdui, 
is still undeciphered.

The Shu occupied a protected geo
graphical location surrounded by 
mountains, and the pre-Qin cultures 
that developed there were strongly 
idiosyncratic in nature. Though they 
borrowed extensively from the cen
tral plains, they were ultimately of 
local origin. It was the Qin, who con
quered the Sichuan basin, comman
deered its rich resources, co-opted 
the Shu aristocracy and enlisted 
local people in its armies to fuel the 
creation of China’s first centralized 
empire, that put the Shu on the path 
toward true assimilation. 

Sanxingdui is a small piece of the 
wider puzzle scholars will have to knit 
together to trace the historical process 
by which Chinese civilization was 
forged; it is not a timeless object wait
ing to simply be dug out of the ground.

Contact the writer at
conradanthony @
chinadaily.com .cn
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ing the lack of source material, and 
represents the Shu kingdom as a dis
tant, wild periphery through stock 
tales common to descriptions of dif
ferent frontier areas.

There is some contemporary evi
dence that points to the Shu being 
in contact with early-stage Chinese 
states along the Yellow River basin, 
in particular serving as allies 
of the Western Zhou Dynasty (c. 
Uth century-771 BC) in their strug
gles against the Shang Dynasty (c. 
16th century-llth century BC). 
Many of the artifacts uncovered at 
Sanxingdui show' signs of deep cul
tural influence from the central 
plains, especially the bronzes, the 
casting of which was an imported 
technology, initially limited to cere
monial and military use. 

However, objects with heavy 
influence from the central plains 
only appear in large numbers in the 
archaeological record when the 
founders of the Shu state knit 
together surrounding villages and 
made Sanxingdui their political and 
ritual focal point; Neolithic cultures 
in the region appear largely uncon

nected. Furthermore, these bronzes 
were for ritual, not daily use, sug
gesting that their function was pri
marily to bolster elite prestige by 
displaying connections to the cen
tral plains. Additionally, they bear 
the marks of extensive hybridity. 

Take for example one of the most 
breathtaking finds from the site: a 
stunning sculpture of a mythical 
beast with a human head and the 
body of a snake, featuring bulging, 
manic eyes and sharp tusks and 
horns. The creature also doubled as 
a wane vessel, and functionally bears 
resemblance to those found in the 
central plains. The naga-like snake, 
though, does not Its origin seems to 
be in the Shu kingdom’s local cul
ture, still poorly understood, though 
the excavation lias yielded tantaliz
ing hints of what it was like. 

Characteristics that have been 
inferred from the finds include 
heavy social stratification, a system 
of dual rule by aristocrats and 
priests, and worship of the sun, 
birds and eyes. Images of eyes in 
particular stand out — large and 
round, often accompanied by trian

And it’s also their duty to promote 
ecological protection, rescue wildlife 
and prevent fires and poaching. In 
the past few years, with the support of 
the government, the facilities of the 
station have been much improved, 
and it is now equipped with nine 
motorbikes and a pickup truck

Also, many custodians developed 
photography skills.

“We are excellent photographers 
who are also good at riding horses 
and motorbikes. When we see rare 
species during the patrol, we capture 
and show the beautiful moment,” 

care over the past 10 years, and the 
creation of the Qilian Mountain 
National Park as a pilot project over 
the past five years.

It’s also a result of people’s rising 
awareness of environmental protec
tion. It is now clearly and deeply 
appreciated by the local residents that 
harmony between man and nature is 
counting on everyone’s input.

During the day, custodians focus 
more on patrolling the 15,874 hec
tares of nearby forest.

massive fortification wall, one of 
the largest still intact from the time. 
The site w'as first occupied many 
centuries before the area was con
quered by China’s founding imperi
al dynasty, the Qin (221-206 BC). Its 
rediscovery is one of the great 
archaeological success stories of the 
20th century, conducted by archae
ologists from universities, research 
institutes and government bodies 
across China. Starting in the 1980s, 
they excavated sacrificial pits con
taining thousands of precious arti
facts, torched and buried as part of 
a decision to abandon the site for 
reasons still unknown. 

Historical information on the Shu 
is hard to come by. They left behind 
no known records, and using Chi
nese records is problematic, as most 
references to them were written at a 
long distance, or in later periods. 
One of the earliest mentions of the 
kingdom in Chinese records, for 
example, is in the Records of the 
Lands South ofHuashan, written in 
the Jin Dynasty (265-420), centuries 
after the founding of the Qin Dynas
ty. It is partly mythological, reflect-
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n the front yard of Qingyang- 
gou Ecological Management 
and Protection Station, in Qili
an county, Haibei prefecture,

Qinghai province, a row of red 
motorbikes are parked neatly. 
Beside the clean and well-main
tained motorbikes, a little girl plays. 

Established in 2016, the station 
employs 32 female custodians, with 
the oldest being 45 and the youngest 
21. Among them, 27 are mothers. 
Most of their children spent their 
preschool childhood in the embrace 
of Qilian Mountains, following their 
mothers on the patrol.

“The concept of ‘loving the moun
tains and forests as much as loving 
ourselves’ was buried deep in the 
children’s hearts like a ‘seed’ through 
the day-to-day patrols,” says Yang- 
motso, 44, the head of the station.

In the Qilian Mountains, there are 
many places named gou, which 
means ratine in Chinese. Most of 
the places that hide in the folds 
between peaks have sufficient water 
resources and healthy grassland, 
and they provide a perfect setting 
for both people and animals.

The farmers, herdsmen, wildlife 
researchers and ecological custodi
ans attribute the beautiful scenery 
and the growth of the wildlife popu
lation to the persistent ecological

says Dekyi Sangmo, 27, who proudly 
pats the camera in her hand.

Most custodians have husbands 
who are either away working in a 
city nearby or busy elsewhere, and 
their children are left at home for 
them to look after.

It’s a tradition developed for 
female custodians to bring children 
to work.

Sonam Kyi, 37, lias been working 
as a custodian for more than 10 
years and has two daughters.

Lhamo Tsering, Sonam Kyi’s 
younger daughter, is just 1 year old, 

One gets the impression some
times that Chinese civilization is 
something that has simply always 
been there. For example, in recent 
reports from the Sanxingdui 
archaeological site in southwest 

Sichuan province, 
which display enig
matic figurines and 
burial masks that 
seem as though they 
w'ere fashioned by 
an alien civilization. 
In public accounts, 
the striking unique
ness of this cultural 
complex is seamless
ly incorporated into 

dominant narratives of the diversi
ty of Chinese civilization. In the 
scholarly literature, however, the 
picture is more complicated. 

The 3,000-some-year-old San
xingdui, which sheds light on the 
ancient Shu state, the earliest large- 
scale political entity in Sichuan, is a 
sprawling, trapezoidal urban area 
replete with labor-intensive infra
structure such as palatial living 
quarters, religious centers and a

Yudron, one of the custodians, with her 1-year-old daughter. Many of 
her fellow female colleagues take care of their children while work
ing at the protection station.

Some of the 32 female custodians at the 
Qingyanggou Ecological Management and
Protection Station set out on patrol in the Qilian 
Mountains, photos by xu haoyu / china daily

and has been growing up on her 
mother’s back for eight months. She 
often pokes her head out from 
behind her mother’s shoulder and 
quietly stares at the vibrant world 
in front of her.

“When it’s raining or snowing, I 
patrol up the mountain driving a 
pickup truck; and when the weather 
is fine and pleasing, I ride the motor
bike with the child on my back on 
patrol,” Sonam Kyi says shyly.

Sonam Kyi claims that when the 
child is crying because of the burn
ing sun or the bumpy road, she will 
shade the baby with an umbrella, 
comfort her by fondling her head or 
pick a beautiful Galsang flower to 
distract her.

“When this naughty little girl is 
given free access to nature, she can’t 
resist putting flowers and plants into 
her mouth, trying to taste them. I 
had to carry her all the time, often 
for over an hour straight.”

Almost every holiday, Sonam 
Kyi’s 16-year-old daughter, Lhak- 
dron, comes to the station to accom
pany her mother, following her 
around on patrol as she used to 
since she turned 4.

“Seeing my mother contributing 
her force to the protection of the eco
logical environment in our home
town, I’m also encouraged to protect 
the plants and animals on Qilian 
Mountains that I grew'up with,” says 
Lhakdron.

Tsering Drolma, 22, joined the sta
tion in 2019. Her grandmother used 
to be a custodian, and she filled the 
place after the grandmother retired. 
She feels her colleagues are very 
united, and the local scenery “mas
sages” her eyes every day.

She’s deeply attached to her home
town.

“It was a wonderful and proud 
feeling to take over the job from my 
grandmother,” she says.

Yudron, 29, who wished to earn 
more money to cover family expens
es, joined the custodian team at the 
beginning of 2020. It was never 
expected that she would become 
pregnant with her second child 
within a few' months after starting 
the job.

“As I became a custodian, I felt the 
responsibility on my shoulder, and I 
didn’t w'ant to stop working just 
because I w'as pregnant,” Yudron 
says.

Yangmotso specially assigned her 
to cover the area near her home. She 
didn’t miss one single patrol until 
the very day before the expected date 
of pre-birth care, and returned to 
work one month after giving birth. 

Her daughter is now over 1 j'ear old, 
and won’t stop smiling at people 
when she is in her mother’s arms. 
When Yudron is talking to others, the 
little girl quietly plays with her phone. 

Sitting on the grass, Yudron pulls 
her shirt up and starts breastfeeding 
twice in half an hour.

Female custodians, who patrol 
with their children, carry many 
items in their backpacks every work
ing day, including milk powder, feed
ing bottle, diapers, toys and bread. 
Sometimes, when they go on patrol, 
custodians take turns to share the 
sweet burden of climbing the moun
tain with the children on their backs. 
“We mothers often help each other’ 
out,” Yangmotso says happily.

“My mom is doing a very mean
ingful job,” Lhakdron says with a shy 
smile but firm eyes.
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When it’s raining or 
snowing, I patrol up 
the mountain driving 
a pickup truck; and 
when the weather is 
fine and pleasing, I 
ride the motorbike 
with the child on my 
back on patrol.” 
Sonam Kyi, custodian at 
Qingyanggou Ecological 
Management and Protection 
Station 

Wildlife returns as patrols ensure the 
protection of a scenic national park in 
Qinghai, Xu Haoyu reports.
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SYDNEY - While lion dances 
heated up the festive mood in 
Melbourne’s Chinatown, a 
memory-keeper of Australia’s 
Chinese community offered a 
tranquil comer for visitors to 
explore histories, traditions, 
mythical stories and mouthwa
tering cuisines related to 
Spring Festival, one of the most 
important dates for Chinese 
people.

This year, bunnies leaped into 
the level-one gallery of the Muse
um of Chinese Australian Histo
ry. A Lucky Rabbit temporary 
exhibition was held here to 
observe Lunar New Year, which 
would run until March 14.

With red lanterns raised high, 
yellow lion dance costumes sit
ting straight, and written tags 
hanging down from a wishing 
tree, visitors walked into a famil
iar setting of Chinese New' Year 
celebrations after being wel
comed by a rabbit print at the 
entrance.

For Claire Martinez, who 
dropped by the exhibition dur
ing her midday break, some tra
ditions and cultural taboos that 
she read on the display boards 
were already nothing new'to her. 

Though Martinez has never 
been to China, celebrating Chi
nese New Year is a family tradi
tion starting from her 
childhood.

“We always came as a family 
to (celebrate) Chinese New Year 
when I was growing up. I’m the 
youngest of four. My parents 
would alw'ays bring us to the 
Chinese New Year celebrations,” 
Martinez says.

Raised by her parents who 
“embrace all sorts of cultures”, 
Martinez and her siblings grew 
up absorbing a mixture of Chi
nese, Croatian, Spanish and 
Irish customs.

When Martinez noticed the 
“unlucky things to do” section 
at the exhibition, a sense of deja 
vu pulled at her heartstrings. 
“My sister always reminded me 
of not cleaning the house and 
not showering. I just was 
refreshing my memory,” she 
says.

Moving through the gallery 
with one hand often resting on 
her belly, Martinez w'as drawn to 
the Lucky Rabbit exhibition not 
only for her long-term interest in 
Chinese culture, but also for the 
reason that her baby will be born 
in the Year of the Rabbit. 

“I’m 28 w'eeks pregnant, and I 
have a baby rabbit. So I really 
wanted to come here and put a 
wish in the wishing tree for the 
baby,” says the mother-to-be.

Only days after the exhibition 
kicked off on Jan 22, the wish
ing tree was already loaded 
with wash tags for a promising 
new year, mostly written in Chi
nese and English.

Two of those tags came from a 
couple in their 20s, Leanne and 
Derrick, who migrated to Bris
bane from Malaysia.

“We celebrated the day' (Chi
nese New Year) while we were 
in Malaysia. We ate ‘Yee Sang’” 
says Leanne, whose great- 
grandparents moved to Malay
sia from China.

“It’s made out of a lot of stuff, 
like ginger and some other dish
es, and then we just put them in 
one corner, one corner in one 
plate. After that, we will mix it 
together with chopsticks again 
and shout out some nice words 
and wishes like ‘good health,’” 
Leanne says.

For Leanne’s partner Derrick, 
the Year of the Rabbit is a bit 
different from others. “My zodi
ac is the rabbit,” says Derrick. 
“It’s pretty interesting to see 
tilings especially about the race 
and how the zodiac came to be.” 

From the past when his Chi
nese grandparents settled down 
in Malaysia to the present when 
his parents moved to Australia, 
reunion still remains a critical 
part of the New Year celebra
tions in Derrick’s family. Before 
heading to Melbourne, Derrick 
just had a family gathering in 
Canberra.
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The central authorities’ recent 
emphases on consumption and for
eign trade show how the country’s 
decision-makers attach great impor
tance to the recovery of both domes
tic and external demand. 

Both the rapid rise in travel by 
Chinese people and the soaring 
sales of local business supermar
kets in the week-long Lunar New 
Year holiday demonstrate that Chi
na’s consumer market has bid fore
well to winter and is ushering in a 
vibrant spring.

The issue of demand is in essence 
the issue of expectations. Wien 
people hold expectations of income 
growth in the future, effective 
demand recovery will become inev
itable. The robust consumption 
growth during this year’s Spring 
Festival holiday reflects people’s 
optimism.

To stabilize economic growth and 
promote economic recovery, the 
country must boost effective 
demand. The previous lack of 
demand and confidence was clear 
in people’s increasing willingness to 
save, the decline in their willing
ness to buy houses and the contrac
tion of corporate investment. This 
is why the State Council executive 
meeting emphasized that the coun
try will accelerate the recovery of 
consumption, such as in die auto
mobile and real estate sectors. 

In the past, when feeing down
ward economic pressure, how to 
stabilize cash flow was the key to 
die development of enterprises. 
When the economy starts to go 
upward, enterprises want to 
increase investment and expand 
production, meaning they have 
increasing demands for funds.

should be taken as an encouraging 
sign by Chinese filmmakers who 
are uncertain about die prospects 
of the industry. It clearly shows that 
after three years of dormancy the 
Chinese film market can recover as 
long as die stories are well told. 

Since people are increasingly 
glued to their mobile phones, going 
to the cinema has become a new 
way for families to celebrate the 
Lunar New Year as a communal 
activity. That’s why filmmakers are 
paying more attention to die Spring 
Festival season, and why the com
petition in the season will only 
become much fiercer in die future. 

However, it cannot be ignored tiiat 
it is the strict quota on imported 
films that has saved domestic film- 
makers from feeing even fiercer com
petition witli foreign movies. The 
system was originally set up to strive 
for more time and space for the Chi
nese film industry to realize leapfrog 
development so tiiat it could catch up 
with that of die developed countries

not constitute racism because it was 
five black policemen who beat him 
up. However, it only goes to show 
tiiat colored people, African Ameri
cans in particular, suffer discrimina
tion not only from white people, but 
also from people of the same color. 

Racial discrimination is so deeply 
rooted in US society that it is impos
sible to end it overnight Despite the 
civil rights movement in the 1960s 
and colored people’s rising sense of 
equality in recent years with the 
popularity of social media, the status 
of colored people in the US remains 
below that of their white counter
parts, be it in economy, opportuni
ties, development and everything. 

According to the Mapping Police

The overall box office earnings of 
the Chinese mainland hit 6.76 bil
lion yuan ($1 billion) during the Jan 
22-27 Spring Festival season, com
pared with 6.04 billion yuan of the 
same period last year. 

Full River Red, a film telling a 
patriotic story of the Song Dynasty 
(960-1279) from the angle of com
mon soldiers, and 77ze Wandering 
Earth II, a science fiction film, were 
the tw'o most popular movies, both 
directed and produced by Chinese, 
with their box office receipts reach
ing 2.61 billion yuan and 2.16 billion 
yuan respectively.

Apart from the dazzling visual 
effects that have almost become a 
standard configuration of all block
busters today, the plot of the first 
and the imagination of the latter 
were their biggest draws. 

As the film market in many coun
tries has languished to varying 
degrees even after their previously 
strict virus controls were lifted, the 
performance of the two films

and go to the world market. 
Yet, it has become increasingly 

obvious that Chinese filmmakers 
have become reliant on this safety 
net. As a result, few seek to go global 
any more, preferring to compete 
with each other at a low level for 
domestic market share, which is all 
about contracting big-name per
formers and investing in expensive 
postproduction, rather than explor
ing the possibilities of the cinematic 
art and telling Chinese stories to the 
world in an appealing way. 

With the protection mechanism in 
place, movies have inevitably 
become a comfort zone for specula
tors in China. As a result the Chinese 
film industry is drifting farther from 
the center of the world stage. The 
industry always pretends to be blind 
to the poor performance of Chinese 
movies in the overseas market And 
tiie high box office revenues at home 
are really nothing for domestic film
makers to brag about.

- IJ YANG, CHINA DAILY

he first overseas plant of Chinese power 
battery giant Contemporary Amperex 
■technology in Thuringia, Germany, 
which started the mass production of

lithium-ion battery cells as scheduled recently, 
serves as a good example of the pragmatic cooper
ation between China and Germany.

The 14 gigawatt-hour plant, with an investment 
of 1.8 billion euros ($1.96 billion), is currently 
capable of producing enough batteries to power 
up to 350,000 electric vehicles each year. The 
world’s largest EV battery manufacturer hopes to 
create around 2,000 new jobs in Germany while 
streamlining the battery delivery process for its 
European customers including major carmakers 
such as BMW, Volkswagen and Daimler. Previous
ly, EV batteries had to be shipped from China to 
Germany by sea. While the win-win project ena
bles CATL to bring its cutting-edge battery tech
nologies to Germany, the European country’s 
manufacturing and R.&D prowess will also con
tribute greatly to the company’s future develop
ment in Europe.

Of course CATL’s move to strengthen its foot
hold in Europe has not been without controversy. 
The feet that China makes more than 70 percent of 
the world’s lithium-ion batteries and CATL is on 
the way to becoming the largest battery maker in 
Europe has prompted some politicians in Germa
ny to warn against an over-reliance on China for a 
key technology, while calling on the government to
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some who claimed that the largest scale and most 
intensive population mobility in such a short period 
over the past three years would be a happy hunting 
ground for the virus, enabling it to mutate.

After a quick adaptation of the nation to the rise 
of infections after the latest adjustment to the pre
vention and control measures, the country is swift
ly regaining its equilibrium by putting its 
socioeconomic activities back on track as evi
denced by the robust growth in consumption and 
traveling over the holiday season.

Those China-bashing politicians in the United 
States who were prominent in making alarmist 
claims that China’s lifting of its strict virus control 
measures represented an immediate threat to 
global public health have been left to swallow their 
words.

The Spring Festival holiday has demonstrated 
the effectiveness of the country’s virus control poli
cies, which have been repeatedly adjusted over the 
past three years in light of the actual epidemic situ
ation in the country.

The latest CDC report is of great significance to 
the world, as it provides meaningful information 
for the World Health Organization as it continues 
to assess the pandemic situation. The world health 
body decided to maintain the global health emer
gency over the virus on Monday, and the country 
must still maintain a watchful eye on the epidemic 
situation to see how it develops.

As a white police officer in Min
neapolis choked George Floyd to 
death by kneeling on his neck in 
2020, the African American cried 
out “I can’t breathe” but that didn’t 
move his oppressor one bit. 

Worse, even the nationwide pro
tests that followed Floyd’s death in 
the United States could not deter 
similar crimes from taking place, as 
police violence claimed another 
African American, lyre Nichols, 
this month. According to a CNN 
report, Nichols’ family attorney 
claimed he suffered “extensive 
bleeding caused by a severe beat
ing” from five policemen. 

On social media platforms, some 
argue that the Nichols incident does

devise a confrontational strategy toward China 
that aims to reduce economic dependence on the 
country’s largest trading partner.

Such a view reflects a zero-sum mentality and will 
prove harmful to the common understanding and 
mutual trust that the two sides have worked to build 
over the past five decades. Economic and trade 
cooperation has always served as the pillar of Sino- 
German relations, and it will be in the interests of 
both countries if they can jointly resist disturbance 
from calls for bloc confrontation and attempts to see 
everything through the prism of ideology.

Fortunately, many German businesses such as 
BASF have continued to expand their investments 
in China, attracted by its huge market size and the 
great opportunities that are set to arise as the 
country pursues higher-level opening-up and 
higher-quality growth, with German companies’ 
direct investment in China hitting a record high in 
the first half of 2022. As German Finance Minister 
Christian Lindner admitted, “decoupling our 
economy from the Chinese market would not be in 
the interest of jobs in Germany’!

Thanks to the vision and courage of the top lead
ership of both countries, China and Germany have 
seen their bilateral trade grow nearly 1,000 times 
over the past five decades, benefiting both coun
tries and contributing to world peace and develop
ment Hopefully the two countries will continue to 
work together to achieve new progress in bilateral 
relations.

he world is full of obvious things that 
many choose not to observe. Such as the 
feet that, despite all its cries of alarm 
about this or that country being a threat

to peace and stability, it is the United States that is 
the most gung ho and habitual destroyer of both. 

This has been once again laid bare by the reck
less talk from Washington of a coming “war” 
between China and the United States over Thiwan. 

According to reports, Michael McCaul, the new 
chairman of the House of Representatives’ Foreign 
Affairs Committee, said on Sunday that the odds of 
a conflict with China over Taiwan “are very high”. 
His remarks came two days after a rabidly blood
lusting memo by US Air Force General Mike Mini
han was made public. In it, Minihan said he 
believed that the US would fight a war with China 
in the next two years, directing all troops under his 
command to undertake firing practice “with the 
full understanding that unrepentant lethality mat
ters most. Aim for the head.”

Considering that the US has been constantly 
stoking tensions across the Taiwan Straits through 
such tricks as colluding with pro-independence 
forces on the island, selling arms to it and hollow
ing out the one-China principle with various politi
cal stunts, it is not hard to deduce that the US 
military is actually gunning for such a conflict, or 
at least hyping it up for a bigger budget 

Meanwhile, those politicians in Washington her

alding an imminent war with the Chinese main
land over Taiwan already have their eyes on 2024 
and are early players in the “let’s show who’s the 
toughest on China” game the two parties always 
play in the run-up to a presidential election.

US President Joe Biden has said on more than 
one occasion that the US does not seek a new Cold 
War, does not seek to revitalize its alliances 
against China, does not support “Taiwan inde
pendence”, and has no intention to have a conflict 
with China.

Yet, at the same time, there can be no mistaking 
the subtext of the message the US is sending, 
which is that it will have no qualms about sacrific
ing world peace and stability in order to maintain 
its hegemony.

Nonetheless, US officials hyping up the possibili
ty of a war with China should take some time to 
reflect upon their warmongering words and the 
potential consequences of emboldening the seces
sionists on the island. No one should underesti
mate Beijing’s determination to resolve the Taiwan 
question and realize China’s complete reunifica
tion, nor believe that it can be intimidated.

But, having said that, nor should they ignore its 
consistency in stating that national reunification 
by peaceful means is the preferred choice, as it best 
serves the interests of the Chinese nation as a 
whole, and works best for the long-term stability 
and development of the country as a whole.

hat there has been no surge in novel coro
navirus infections and no new variant of 
the virus has appeared on the mainland 
before and during the Chinese New Year

holiday as of Jan 23, according to the latest China 
CDC Weekly report, is welcome news.

Published by the Chinese Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention on Wednesday and based 
on data provided by all provincial-level regions on 
the Chinese mainland from Dec 9 to Jan 23, the 
report says that the epidemic peaked in late 
December, and then continued to decline, with 
similar trends in all provincial-level regions and in 
both urban and rural areas.

That’s a positive development given the warn
ings of some that there would be a likely burst of 
infections in the rural areas as migrant workers 
returned to their hometowns to celebrate the festi
val. That prompted action plans to be drawn up to 
cope with the expected uptick in infections in villa
ges.

Few of these plans, which essentially tilted more 
medical care resources to villages, have had to be 
implemented. But it is always better to err on the 
side of caution, and the process acts as a rehearsal 
for addressing any public health crisis that might 
emerge in the countryside in the future.

And although it can perhaps be attributed to prob
ability, it is certainly good to see that no new variant 
of the virus has appeared, defying the predictions of

Therefore, whether the country can 
continue previous financial, fiscal 
and other supporting policies is of 
vital significance to them.

Given multiple uncertainties in 
external demand, boosting domestic 
demand should be the key task. The 
strong recovery of consumption dur
ing the Spring Festival holiday 
undoubtedly offers an opportunity 
for China to accelerate the transfor
mation of consumption into the main 
driving force of the economy.

The rise in China’s per capita dis
posable income has slowed over the 
past few years. Therefore, the key to 
increasing people’s consumption 
willingness lies in easing their con
sumption misgivings. This also has 
a bearing on whether the good 
momentum of China’s economic 
development can be maintained. 

-BEIJING NEWS
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Reckless warmongering words point to 
gung ho generals and politicians in US
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Violence website, of the 1,186 people 
who lost their lives to police violence 
in the US in 2022, African Americans 
accounted for 26 percent, although 
tiie community accounts for 13 per
cent of the country’s population. 
From 2013 to 2022, an African Amer
ican has faced 2.9 times greater pos
sibility of encountering police 
violence than a white American. 

Fifty-five years ago, renowned civil 
rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. 
was killed in Memphis. Now Nich
ols, another African American, suc
cumbed to violence in the same city. 
It is time the US curbed its racial 
inequality as tiie number of killings 
continues to grow.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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al integrity of all countries, and stresses 
the importance of non-interference in 
the domestic affairs of other countries. 
It respects the right of countries to 
choose their own development path, 
opposes power politics, upholds the 
principles of cooperation and fairness, 
and focuses on establishing partner
ships, rather than alliances, with other 
countries.

The United Nations is the most 
important organization for global secu
rity governance. The UN Charter advo-

he Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China and the central government 
are expected to issue its No 1 document of 
2023 within weeks. If it follows past prac

tice, the document will focus on the important poli
cies and measures for rural development this year, 
with the aim of ensuring the country’s food security 
and further improving the quality of life for rural res
idents.

The central government has focused on agricultural 
development in the No 1 document for 18 years, since 
2004. The first document it lias released each year 
since then has always been about rural development. 
Its efforts have paid off with the country announcing 
the eradication of extreme rural poverty in 2020 while 
keeping its grain output at above 650 billion kilograms 
for eight consecutive years.

Although agriculture makes up only about 16 per
cent of die national GDP, the feet diat it feeds more 
than 1.4 billion Chinese people makes it a sector of spe
cial importance. The frequent famines worldwide as 
well as the cutting of food supply chains because of the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict give the Chinese more good 
reasons to safeguard its food security.

President Xi Jinping’s metaphors of “To hold the rice 
bowl in our own hands” and “Well off or not, the key 
lies in villagers” have become a consensus of govern
ments at all levels.

While the No 1 documents in the past years all cen
tered on rural development, their focus has been 
adjusted in light of die changing situation. In the early 
years, policies were issued to encourage farmers to 
invest in the collectively-owned land. Then the agricul
tural tax was canceled to remove that burden on farm
ers. That was followed by a series of policies aimed at 
eradicating extreme poverty.

Cao Jing is an associate researcher at 
tiie Academy of Military Sciences; and 
Yu Zewen is an assistant researcher at
the same academy. The views don’t nec
essarily represent those of China Daily.

tors and the machines that produce 
them — aimed at starving China’s econ
omy of advanced technologies and 
components. That is why China’s lead
ers have signaled support for private 
business and State-owned enterprises, 
including the easing of regulatory 
actions that disrupted business confi
dence in various sectors.

US policies targeting China point to a 
bigger problem: international econom
ic cooperation is becoming increasingly 
difficult to sustain. But the GBS shows 
that, while policy mistakes in large, sys
temically important economies can 
push down the entire global economy, 
no single economy today can lift it. In 
other words, cooperation is vital to pre
vent a classic balance-sheet recession 
(when asset markets deflate, and 
liquidity is tightened).

Editor’s note: China has established a food security 
guarantee system at a very high level characterized by 
quality, efficiency and sustainability. China’s food secu
rity has a stronger guarantee, along a steadier and wid
er path with Chinese characteristics, writes a veteran 
journalist with China Daily.

The author is former deputy editor-in-chief
of China Daily.
kangbing@chinadaily.com.cn

Au.

$39 trillion in new currency and depos
its were minted, asset prices skyrocket
ed. Meanwhile, debt liabilities grew by 
about $50 trillion, and equity liabilities 
by $75 trillion.

Since the beginning of the 21st cen
tury, the expansion of the financial sec
tor, mainly through debt creation, lias 
played a major role in boosting net 
worth (assets minus liabilities), mostly 
via tiie price effect. In the 2000-21 peri
od, 50 percent of the increase in net 
worth came from asset-price increases 
above inflation, 29 percent from gener
al inflation, and only 23 percent from 
net investment. So, although global net 
worth grew, investment in the real 
economy remained relatively low. 
Excessive financialization thus under
mined productivity growth. 

The picture changed significantly in 
2022. While financialization continued, 
the GBS shrank relative to GDP for the 
first time in decades.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict, which 
has driven up energy and food prices, 
exacerbated inflation, spurring major 
central banks to hike interest rates. 
Real global equity and bond prices 
declined by about 30 percent and 20 
percent, respectively, sapping net 
worth in many countries, especially 
Australia, Canada, China, Germany, 
and Sweden. Meanwhile, a declining 
real-estate market reduced not only net 
worth (wealth), but also consumption,

ust as a corporate balance sheet 
can provide insights into a com
pany’s financial health, a “global 
balance sheet” (GBS), tallying

the assets and liabilities of govern
ments, corporations, households, and 
financial institutions, can do the same 
for the world economy. That logic drove 
the McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) to 
begin compiling, and regularly updat
ing, a GBS covering 10 countries that 
together represent more than 60 per
cent of the world GDP.

MGI’s first GBS, released in late 2021, 
showed that during the first 20 years of 
this century, global assets grew fester 
than output. In 2020, assets on the 
world’s balance sheet totaled more 
than $1.5 quadrillion (about 18.1 times 
their GDP) — about triple the total in 
2000 (when assets amounted to about 
13.2 times the GDP). The growth of 
global wealth also outpaced (rather 
tepid) GDP growth, implying that 
wealth became increasingly concen
trated among those with real estate 
and financial assets.

In 2020 and 2021 — the first two 
years of the COVID-19 pandemic — 
these trends accelerated, with the glob
al balance sheet swelling even as GDP 
growth stalled. In fact, despite billions 
of dollars in income losses, $100 trillion 
was added to global wealth during this 
period, fueled largely by unprecedent
ed fiscal and monetary expansion. As

Andrew Sheng, a distinguished fellow 
at the Asia Global Institute at the Uni
versity of Hong Kong is a member of 
the UNEP Advisory Council on Sus
tainable Finance. Xiao Geng, chairman 
of the Hong Kong Institution for Inter
national Finance, is a professor and 
director of the Institute of Policy and 
Practice at the Shenzhen Finance Insti
tute at The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, Shenzhen.
Project Syndicate 
The views don’t necessarily represent 
those of China Daily.

cates that all countries maintain peace 
and security. Therefore, the interna
tional community must follow the UN’s 
principles, uphold multilateralism, and 
oppose the pursuit of absolute security, 
because one country’s security is as 
important as another country’s security. 

The GSI believes that security is a 
precondition for development, and 
opposes zero-sum relations, because a 
zero-sum relationship can’t take into 
account the needs of all parties, and 
only through win-win cooperation can 
the world achieve sustainable develop
ment.

Besides, the China-proposed security 
initiative focuses on dialogue, rather 
than confrontation, to achieve inclusive 
cooperation and resolve differences. It 
supports the peaceful settlement of cri
ses, and opposes the arbitrary use of 
threat or force against other countries 
to settle disputes, and urges countries 
to seek more common interests to 
reduce conflicts.

Moreover, the international land-

At present, the emphasis is on ensuring that those 
just out of poverty will not slip back into it at a large 
scale because of unforeseen events, on the vitalization 
of rural areas and on producing sufficient grain to 
ensure the country’s food security.

Rural areas deserve the government’s attention. 
While being the world’s biggest agricultural country, 
the foundation for the country’s agriculture is anything 
but solid. Feeding nearly 20 percent of the world’s pop
ulation on merely 7 percent of the world’s cultivated 
land, China can tolerate no mistakes in its agricultural 
development.

To ensure that the cultivated land is all planted with 
crops and not abandoned, measures such as satellite 
screening and on-the-spot inspection are employed. 
Those using land intended for cultivation for other 
development purpose are strictly punished. 

To improve the efficiency of agricultural work, fann
ers who can make little from their small plots are 
encouraged to transfer their land to skillful farmers or 
investors so that modern agricultural technologies can 
be employed. Thus the farmers become shareholders 
who can also get an income by working on the new 
farms.

Believing that national rejuvenation can’t be realized 
unless the vulnerable rural population fully enjoys the 
benefits of the country’s development, the central gov
ernment has been introducing medical insurance and 
pension systems for the rural areas. So far, 95 percent 
of rural residents have joined the medical insurance 
mechanism especially designed for rural areas. 

Though the pension system is still in the trial stage 
and the pension rural seniors can get is still small — 
about 2,000 yuan ($298) per year and about 10 percent 
of the average urban pension — it is anticipated that 
the sum will keep rising and this year’s No 1 document 
will include arrangements to that purpose.

To create enough jobs for rural laborers is a big chal
lenge for the country. Nearly half of the about 600 mil
lion rural population works in non-agriculture jobs 
either' near their homes or far away in cities and towns. 
The introduction of modern farming technologies will 
liberate more farming hands which means creating 
jobs in other sectors.

Adding to the challenge, the COVID-19 pandemic of 
the past three years slowed down the country’s econo
my, and millions of jobs were lost. The central govern
ment has taken a series of measures to support 
companies, especially the small and medium-sized 
ones. Such companies provide 80 percent of the coun
try’s jobs, particularly the low-end jobs that fit rural 
migrant laborers.

Given the central authority’s strong governance abil
ity and the CPC’s consistent prioritizing of rural issues 
and ensuring our food security, we should have confi
dence that the country will have a stable foundation on 
which to emerge from the present difficulties.

scape is changing because of the rise of 
China and other emerging economies. 
Although Western developed countries 
have been in relative decline for some 
time now, they still have the capability 
to create and control systems, so the 
power of China to influence developing 
countries’ discourse is limited. As a 
result, even the genuine demands of 
developing countries are ignored by the 
developed world.

Hence, China and other emerging 
and developing economies have to 
boost their persuasive power and pro
tect their interests by establishing a fair 
global security system, and non-govem- 
ment organizations and civil society 
groups should play a bigger role in 
global security governance. 

China has always adhered to the Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, and 
pursues friendship and cooperation 
with other countries. It is committed to 
promoting a new type of international 
relations, strengthening global partner
ships based on the principles of equali
ty openness and cooperation, and 
broadening the convergence of inter
ests with other countries. An increasing 
number of countries are praising Chi
na’s efforts to make global governance 
fairer and more equitable, as well as 
expand developing countries’ interna

tional influence.
While some countries are trying 
to maximize their own political 
interests at the expense of other 
countries, the GSI provides a 
new framework for global 

security governance and 
maintaining world 

peace, in order to help 
safeguard develop
ing and emerging 
economies’ security. 
China advocates 
sincerity, amity and 

good faith in its 
pursuit of com
mon greater
good. And it 
will work with 
other develop
ing countries to 

promote democ
racy and rule of law 

in international rela
tions, enhance mutual 
respect and win-win 

cooperation, and 
uphold true multilater
alism.

Along with other 
emerging economies, 
China will also help 
the UN to consolidate 

its position as the most 
important organization 

safeguarding global secu
rity, and share its develop

ment dividends with other 
countries.
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particularly in China, where real estate 
constitutes some 60 percent of house
hold assets.

As 2023 begins, the obvious question 
is: Will 2022 mark a turning point, aft
er which the GBS will continue its slide, 
or will global assets and wealth resume 
their climb relative to GDP? The 
answer depends significantly on poli
cies in China, which accounted for 18 
percent of world GDP and global net 
worth in 2021.

Judging from the recent Central Eco
nomic Work Conference — where the 
economic-policy agenda is decided 
each year — Chinese policymakers will 
focus on stimulating demand, stabiliz
ing tiie housing market, and support
ing growth using fiscal and monetary 
tools. For example, Vice-Premier Liu 
He announced plans to boost fiscal 
support and increase liquidity for the 
stressed real-estate sector. 

A global slowdown may also be a 
drag on global aggregate demand, hurt
ing Chinese trade, while continued sup
ply-chain disruptions will compound 
the damage. And then there is the 
demand-crushing impact of natural dis
asters, which are becoming increasingly 
likely as climate change progresses. 

Making matters worse, economic 
relations with the United States are 
becoming increasingly fraught, with 
the US implementing measures — such 
as restrictions on sales of semiconduc-

Rural areas deserve the govern
ment’s attention. While being the 
world’s biggest agricultural country, 
the foundation for the country’s 
agriculture is anything but solid.

An increasing number of 
countries are praising 
China’s efforts to make 
global governance fairer 
and more equitable, as 
well as expand 
developing countries’ 
international influence.

Pertinence of 
rural priority 
has grown

he world is undergoing rapid 
changes because the COVID- 
19 pandemic is yet to be con
tained, the global economic

recovery remains sluggish, and the 
industrial and supply chains are still 
unstable. And the Russia-Ukraine con
flict has accelerated the pace of global 
changes.

Amid all this, some countries’ Cold 
War mentality and unilateral policies 
pose both traditional and non-tradi- 
tional security threats to emerging and 
developing economies. In the face of 
such global changes, crises and challen
ges, developing countries are becoming 
more vulnerable.

Most developing countries want to 
explore development paths that suit 
their national conditions rather than 
being forced to follow Western develop
ment models or choose sides in major 
country conflicts. For example, mem
bers of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations uphold ASEAN’s central
ity, stress tiie importance of dialogue 
and promote regional stability through 
various platforms, while African coun
tries are focused on economic integra
tion and refuse to become pawns in the 
geopolitical chessboard of Western 
powers.

In fact, developing countries’ pur
suit of strategic autonomy plays an 
important role in international rela
tions, which in turn helps ease rela
tions among major countries. 

The world has reached a histori
cal crossroad, and to meet the 
expectations of developing coun
tries, China has put forward the 
Global Security Initiative, offer
ing Chinese wisdom and new 
ideas to help solve their security 
and development problems. 

As an alternative for the West
ern geopolitical security theory, 
the Global Security Initiative is 
committed to promoting the 
common well-being of 
humankind and opti
mizing the basic rules 
of international law 
by advocating peace
ful cooperation over 
power politics,
openness and
inclusiveness over
alliances, and
win-win coopera
tion over unilat- "
eralism.

While some 
countries insist 
on pursuing uni
lateralism and j

maintaining their 1
hegemony, and fan- 
ning the flames of 
discord and divisive
ness, thus creating 
global security prob
lems, the GSI emphasizes 
the importance of national 
security of all countries as 
well as global common security. 

The GSI is also aimed at helping 
safeguard the sovereignty and territori-

• r :
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rom the perspective of global 
industrial chain development, Chi
na is feeing both new opportunities 
and challenges in economies of

scale, the innovation economy and eco
nomic opening-up.

Innovation is closely linked to opening- 
up. Over the past few decades, the global 
innovation framework could be summa
rized as a “G2” model — developed coun
tries, such as the United States, lead global 
technological innovation, and innovation 
outputs are rapidly commercialized in Chi
na as it has a huge talent base and an enor
mous market. The entire world has 
benefited from such cooperation between 
China and the US and enjoyed new tech
nologies at low costs.

However, such a model has encountered 
new challenges, including the latest geopo
litical competition. First, situated at the 
downstream of the global value chain, Chi
na is facing technological bottlenecks posed 
by the supply bans from the US, especially 
in hi-tech areas. Second, there has been a 
tendency to decentralize China from global 
supply chains. In 2000, die world’s three 
major production centers were Germany, 
the US and Japan, but China rose to 
become the largest production center for 
finished goods in 2019. Moreover, since the 
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak, China’s sta
tus has not been undermined, but rather 
strengthened. Fears of overreliance on Chi
na for finished products have prompted 
developed countries, the US in particular, 
to speed up the decentralization process of 
production.

Against this backdrop, to achieve higher- 
standard opening-up and promote innova
tion-driven economic development, the 
following measures could be considered. 

First, China should continue to open up, 
especially remaining committed to opening 
up to the developed world. Opening-up and 
economic cooperation will eventually bring 
about win-win outcomes, although geopoli
tical competition has increased economic 
costs for international cooperation. Look
ing ahead, as the two largest economies in 
the world, China and the US still have the 

initiated in 2018 to hinder access 
to industrialized goods from China in 
its market are worth mentioning. The wide
spread imposition of import tariffs has 
penalized bilateral trade and US household 
consumption and hurt Chinese producers. 
Equally harsh were the restrictions imposed 
by Washington on the sale of semiconduc
tors to China and the protectionist policies 
that are redesigning economic globalization. 
The US is exchanging the logic of efficiency 
provided by globalization for the logic of 
domestic security, even if it means higher

scale. On the one hand, data are non-rival 
with the benefits of economies of scale and 
economies of scope. On the other hand, dig
ital technologies could be exploited by the 
government to tighten up controls over the 

economy, especially when geopolitical 
factors are becoming more and more 
important nowadays. If so, economic 
globalization could turn into economic 
fragmentation. Therefore, the devel
opment of the digital economy calls 
for not only antimonopoly and anti- 
unfair competition endeavors, but also 
a better-regulated digital governance 
system that rises to the challenge of 

how to fully utilize economies of scale in 
opening-up and international coopera

tion. The US, Europe and China each has 
their own distinctive supervision model, 
and the entire world is exploring new solu
tions.

Second, a new development model is 
needed for the housing sector. The scale 
effect of land is the least significant. China’s 
housing sector should avoid the old path 
and strive to build a new development 
model. On the supply side, the government 
should increase the supply of government- 
subsidized housing and promote both 
housing purchase and renting; on the 
demand side, the government should cor
rect the distortions in resource allocation 
caused byover-marketization of the hous
ing sector and impose a property tax. 

Last, since finance plays a crucial role in 
promoting economies of scale and a market 
economy, it is necessary to constantly 
improve the financial structure, with a spe
cial focus on the banking behaviors under 
government guarantee. Government guar
antee here refers to general guarantee 
schemes represented by the deposit insur
ance scheme and lender of last resort setup. 
To improve the financial structure, a strict 
separation of financial and commercial 
activities should be required to prevent the 
government’s guarantee for banks from 
extending to the real economy, in order to 
avoid unfair competition. As for the finan
cial industry, separated financial opera
tions can restrain the government’s 
guarantee for banks from getting into the 
capital market, so as to enhance the role of 
capital market in facilitating technological 
innovation.

basis for cooperation in areas such as the 
green transition and public health that 
matter to the human community with a 
shared future.

Second, China should make full use of its 
“new advantages” in economies of scale. 
The diversified demand of consumers helps 
to achieve economies of scale by asking for 
specialization of labor and market 
exchange of goods and sendees. This idea 
first appeared in The Wealth of Nations by 
Adam Smith — the term “invisible hand” 
illustrates the division of labor and 
exchange of goods and services in a free 
market. This constitutes the foundation for 
China to fully exert its advantages in econo
mies of scale as a major country in the years 
to come.

In addition to the more specialized dixri- 
sion of labor, a major country can better 
share the costs of public services among its 
people. A simple example is that youths in 
many small-sized economies need to fulfill 
compulsory military service, but such a 
problem does not exist in China, because its 
large population can share the costs of 
national defense.

The advantage in economies of scale 
used to be underappreciated, because in 
the era of globalization small-sized econo
mies can also enjoy economies of scale by 
participating in the global division of labor. 
For instance, benefitting from globaliza
tion, the Taiwan region of China has a semi
conductor industry which accounts for 
roughly 20 percent of its GDP, which is 
inconceivable for a closed economy. How
ever, such a development model is facing 
new challenges as the US demands to relo
cate part of the advanced semiconductor 
production capacity from the Taiwan 
region of China to the US. In the future, it 
remains to be seen whether small-sized 
economies can still enjoy economies of 
scale by participating in global division of 
labor. Conversely, in the international com
petition environment, major countries’ 
advantages in economies of scale will be 
further strengthened by opening-up. 

Third, China needs to build a favorable 
market ecosystem to foster innovation-

driven economy and knowledge-based 
economy, further enhancing its scale effect 
as a major country. Innovation is to a cer
tain extent a public good, offering more 
benefits with a larger-scale economy and 
population. In this sense, major countries 
are naturally endowed with innovation 
incentives.

According to the report to the 20th 
National Congress of the Communist Party 
of China, Chinese path to modernization is 
the modernization of a huge population. 
On one hand, achieving modernization 
with more than 1.4 billion people is a chal
lenging task. Once China accomplishes the 
task, the economic aggregate wall be gigan
tic, profoundly changing the global eco
nomic, social and political landscapes. On 
the other hand, a large population also 
translates into great development poten
tial, innovation capacity and advantages in 
opening-up. A production center is usually 
located at a place with the largest popula
tion and consumer demand, cashing in on 
proximity to the large market — the saved 
cost exceeds transportation cost Therefore,

lost their lives. The World Bank estimates 
the total damages will exceed $14.9 billion, 
and the total economic losses wall reach 
about $15.2 billion. Estimated needs for 
rehabilitation and reconstruction in a resil
ient way are at least $16.3 billion, not includ
ing much-needed new' investments beyond 
the affected assets, to support Pakistan’s 
adaptation to climate change and overall 
resilience to future climate shocks. 

Considering all the previously-mentioned 
factors, it is necessary to think that the eco
nomic slowdowai projected for 2023 affects 
countries unevenly. The World Bank projec
tions indicate that for the US, growth is 
forecast to fall to 0.5 percent in 2023 —1.9 
percentage points below previous forecasts 
and the weakest performance outside of 
official recessions since 1970. Eurozone 
growth is expected at zero percent — a 
downward revision of 1.9 percentage points. 
China’s growth is projected at 4.3 percent — 
0.9 percentage points below forecasts. East 
Asia and the Pacific are cited for GDP 
increases to 4.3 percent. Europe and Central 
Asia are expected to grow slowly, by 0.1 per
cent. For Latin America and the Caribbean, 
growth is projected to slow' to 1.3 percent. 
The Middle East and North Africa are 
expected to slow to 35 percent. For South 
Asia, it is projected to slow to 5.5 percent. 
Finally, sub-Saharan Africa is expected to 
grow at 3.6 percent.

Despite the World Bank’s pessimistic pro
jections for China, it is important to empha
size that the country’s growth potential is 
being underestimated, especially if we con
sider the change in the policy to face COVID- 
19. Furthermore, unlike Western countries, 
China is less susceptible to US monetary pol
icy and had the lowest inflation rate in 2022 
among the G20 nations, with only 1.8 per
cent, while in the US, it was 6.5 percent and 
in Germany 8.6 percent. It is essential to pay 
attention to the performance of the Chinese 
GDP, as a variation above the World Bank 
projection can positively affect developing 
countries with a robust commercial relation
ship with China. A good China performance 
can help clear up die current gloomy horizon 
of the world economy.

interest rates in the US is rising mortgage 
rates. It is worth considering that food and 
housing are part of the central core of the 
price index. Housing represents about one- 
third of the consumer price index. Specifical
ly, the cost of housing, such as mortgage or 
rent payments, is often the most significant 
monthly expense fora family.

Two other factors have influenced the 
w'orld economy’s performance: geopolitical 
pressures and extreme w'eather events. 
Regarding geopolitical events, apart from 
the conflict in Ukraine, the actions the US 

he prospects for the world economy 
for 2023 are challenging. The World 
Bank and the International Mone
tary Fund agree on the possibility of

a slowdown but disagree on how deep the 
crisis will be. According to the latest Global 
Economic Prospects report released by the 
World Bank on Jan 10, the global economy is 
projected to grow by 1.7 percent in 2023 and 
2.7 percent in 2024. The sharp downturn in 
growth is expected to be widespread, affect
ing 95 percent of advanced economies and 
nearly 70 percent of emerging and develop
ing economies.

On Jan 12, IMF Managing Director Krista- 
lina Georgieva said the oiganization wall 
maintain its forecasts for global growth at 2.7 
percent, as predicted in the IMF’s October 
report.

Regarding deceleration, it is essential to 
mention the recessive impact of the ongoing 
inflationary'process, which affects mainly 
the United States and the European Union. 
It is worth remembering that rising prices 
cannot be explained by a single factor, such 
as the Russia-Ukraine conflict, as that began 
in 2022, while the COVID-19 pandemic dis
organized global value chains. However, the 
shock to the supply of food and energy that 
occurred from February 2022 potentiated 
the inflationary effects.

A direct consequence of inflation was the 
decrease in the aggregate demand of fami
lies, which began to spend more on food, 
electricity and fuel, and less on consumer 
durable goods and new properties. Inflation 
is behind the great social unrest in the Unit
ed Kingdom, the European country most 
affected by the economic crisis. Brexit did 
not bring its population the economic bene
fits expected; instead it increased prices 
because of increased customs fees. The wave 
of workers’ strikes in the UK can only be 
compared with the events of the early 1980s. 

Inflationary growth is also reviving anoth
er economic problem characteristic of that 
time: the abrupt rise in interest rates on US 
debt securities, considered the most signifi
cant monetary contraction carried out by the 
Federal Reserve since the chairmanship of 
Paul Volcker between 1979 and 1987. Consid
ering the dollar’s central role in the interna
tional financial system, the increase in 
Treasury rates forces a generalized rise in 
global interest rates since other countries 
need to adjust their rates to compete for 
resources with the US.

One of the immediate effects of rising

The author is a professor of international 
political economy atSao Paulo State Uni
versity. The author contributed this article 
to China Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

production costs. Lower integra
tion means a lower global growth rate. 

As regards extreme weather events, 
intense heat, forest fires, floods, hurricanes 
and typhoons, and heavy snowfall are 
becoming increasingly frequent, whether in 
the US, Australia, Pakistan or the Caribbean. 
In addition to harming the lives, climate 
events compromise public budgets and 
destroy productive capacity, worsening eco
nomic prospects worldwide. For example, 
the floods in Pakistan in 2022 affected 33 
million people, and more than 1,730 people 

The author is chief economist of China 
International Capital Corporation Limited, 
and dean ofCICCGloballnstitute. The
author contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by China Dai
ly. The views do not necessarily reflect those 
of China Daily.
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Major countries’ advantages in economies of 
scale can be further strengthened by opening-up

Although global outlook seems gloomy, a slight variation from what the 
World Bank projects for China would positively affect developing countries

I*

the economies of scale brought by a large 
population are critical to the division of 
labor in the global industrial chain. 

With regal'd to innovation factors, more 
than 200 million Chinese people have 
received higher education, followed by 
India and the US (both less than 100 mil
lion). The talent base constitutes an advan
tage for China to advance innovations. 
Another advantage lies in the thriving digi
tal economy. The history of human society 
development shows that the non-rival fea
ture of production factors — from land, 
productive capital, to science and technolo
gy, and data — has become more and more 
evident. Therefore, from the perspective of 
innovation economy, the digital economy 
can magnify economies of scale to the 
greatest extent.

To promote innovation, the key is to com
bine economies of scale with a market 
economy, thus creating a favorable market 
ecosystem.

First, the digital economy should play a 
bigger role. The digital economy is a dou
ble-edged sword in achieving economies of 
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Xpeng Aeroht's X2 is displayed during an auto expo in Guang
zhou, Guangdong province, on Jan 6. provided to china daily

Chinese stocks are clearly in a bull 
market thanks to the ongoing eco
nomic recovery and buoyant inves
tor mood, and A-share indexes’ 
positive show on Monday, when 
trading resumed after the weeklong 
Spring Festival holiday, is the latest 
sign of the uptrend, experts said.

The benchmark Shanghai Com
posite Index climbed 0.14 percent to 
close at 3269.32 points while the 
Shenzhen Component Index gained 
0.98 percent to close at 12097.76 
points. The technology-focused 
ChiNext in Shenzhen also closed 
1.08 percent higher.

Anhui’s 2022 GDP 
rises 3.5% to $671b 

Tire 2022 GDP of East China’s Anhui 
province reached 4.5 trillion yuan 
($671 billion), up 3.5 percent year- 
on-year. Impressed by the positive 
growth, observers said this will help 
usher in sound economic and social 
progress and build a “beautiful 
Anhui”. Hefei-based China Railway 
No 4 Engineering Group Co Ltd 
contributed over 120 billion yuan to 
the province’s GDP, showcasing the 
gr owing role of the centrally admin
istered State-owned enterprise. In 
2022, CREC4 won new contracts 
worth 276.6 billion yuan in all and 
earned 152.6 billion yuan in reve
nue. It also received an honor as the 
only enterprise to win the title of 
“China Built” for railway engineer
ing in China.

“Latest data showed the number 
of travelers during the Spring Festi
val holiday recovered to 89 percent 
of the pre-COVID level. This seems 
to suggest the impact of the pan
demic on the economy, society and 
markets has been largely mitigated,” 
said Qiu Xiang, co-chief strategist of 
CITIC Securities. The outstanding 
performance of the Hong Kong mar
ket over the past week has indicated 
investors’ stronger confidence in 
China’s economic recovery, he said. 

The Hang Seng Tech Index, where 
a large number of Chinese mainland 
technology companies are listed, 
surged 5.35 percent when it traded 
on Jan 26 and 27 during the Spring 
Festival holiday.

An overall A-share market recov
ery can be predicted given the cur
rent level of adequate liquidity, said 
Qiu. Industries showing faster 
growth rates, including healthcare 
and digital economy, will be more 
highly pursued by investors, he said. 

Offshore China assets rallied from 
Jan 23 to Jan 27, a period when 
A-share trading was suspended for 
the Spring Festival holiday.

The Nasdaq Golden Dragon Chi
na Index, a tracker of US-listed Chi-

Xpeng Aeroht, electric vehicle 
maker Xpeng’s flying car unit, said 
on Monday its X2, a two-seater EV, 
has received a special flight permit. 

With this, the X2 has become the 
first of its kind in China to have an 
official certification for flight safety. 

Typically, the permit, issued by 
the Civil Aviation Administration 
of China, certifies that a certain air
craft is capable of carrying out safe 
flights under stipulated condi
tions.

Xpeng Aeroht said the X2 is the 
first electric flying car model to 
apply for the permit in China and 
also the first one to receive it.

Flying cars, usually powered by 
batteries, have less complicated 
parts than airplanes and helicop
ters and can offer quicker and 
cheaper point-to-point personal 
travel.

They are usually' known as 
eVTOL vehicles, with the acronym 
standing for electric vertical take
off and landing.

“The X2 winning the special 
flight permit marks an accelerat
ing development for flying cars 
and will propel the whole eVTOL 
sector forward,” said the company 
in a statement.

The X2, the fifth-generation mod
el of Xpeng Aeroht, has finished 
over 3,000 experiments and test 
flights since its debut in July 2021. 

Designed for low-altitude urban 
scenarios, it weighs 560 kilograms 
and can fly up to 35 minutes, with a 
maximum flight speed of 130 kilo
meters per hour. It can be flown 
manually or on autopilot mode. 

“It will be suitable for future low-

altitude city flights and is perfect 
for short-distance city journeys 
such as sightseeing and medical 
transportation,” said the company. 

Last year, it finished the first 
overseas test flight in Dubai, the 
United Arab Emirates, after receiv
ing a special flight permit in the 
country.

Xpeng Aeroht said it is working 
on its sixth-generation model, 
which can run on roads as an ordi
nary car as well as fly as an eVTOL 
vehicle. Like the X2, it will have 
both manual and autonomous 
modes.

Xpeng Aeroht is Asia’s largest 
manufacturer of flying cars and 
employs over 800. According to 
McKinsey, more than 250 compa
nies worldwide are developing and 
producing flying cars, and the list 
is growing.

Last year, Volkswagen Group 
China unveiled a flying car proto
type, powered by eight rotors for 
vertical lift and two propellers for 
horizontal propulsion.
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nese companies, jumped 4.79 per
cent during die period. The main 
contracts of FTSE China A50 index 
futures, which track the Shanghai 
and Shenzhen listed companies, 
reported price gains for five consec
utive days during the period and 
rose nearly 3 percent in all.

Yang Delong, chief economist of 
First Seafront Fund, said the notice
able rises in China assets in over
seas markets during the Spring 
Festival holiday show high probabil
ity of a bullish A-share market after 
the holiday.

Some market observers expressed 
a view that the A-share market’s 
spring rally appears to have started 
at the beginning of the year, thanks 
to the central regulators’ resolve to 
stabilize market confidence and 
China’s on-track economic recovery. 
The upward momentum is expected 
to carry on in the following months, 
with consumption, new energy and 
technology companies leading die 
market rebound, Yang said.

Foreign institutions are positive 
about the A-share market’s future 
performance. The northbound capi
tal, the amount that foreign inves
tors pump into A shares via the stock 
connect program linking the Shang
hai, Shenzhen and Hong Kong 
exchanges, reported a net inflow of 
20 billion yuan ($3 billion) on Mon
day, taking the overall figure for the 
year so far to over 132 billion yuan. 

Analysts from Goldman Sachs said 
they hold an optimistic attitude 
toward the A-share market perfonn- 
ance after Spring Festival. In a report 
released on Jan 27, they said that sea
sonal reasons, supportive policies 
and companies’ improving profitabil
ity will all help drive up the indexes. 

The US investment bank has also 
upgraded its China stock targets for 
a third time in two months. It raised 
its year-end target for the MSCI Chi
na Index to 85 from 80 and that for 
the CSI 300 Index to 4,800 from 
4,500.

While valuations of Chinese equi
ties have sharply rebounded since 
November, they remain relatively 
neutral, said Julien Holtz, emerging 
markets strategist at Pictet Wealth 
Management, a Swiss firm. “We 
therefore see room for further 
expansion, if not an overshoot.”

While the issuance of global 
depositary receipts in major Euro
pean markets was a hot topic in 
the Chinese capital market in 
2022, the heat continues this year 
as more listed companies are 
banking on this financing channel 
to better reach overseas markets. 

Process automation technolo
gy and solutions provider Zhe
jiang SUPCON Technology Co 
Ltd, a STAR Market-listed com
pany, said in an announcement 
on Sunday that its GDR issuance 
application has received condi
tional approval from the SIX 
Swiss Exchange.

Shenzhen-listed commercial 
coke and coking coal producer 
Shanxi Meijin Energy Co Ltd said 
on Sunday that its Swiss GDR 
issuance application had been 
approved by the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission, the 
country’s top equities watchdog. 

Globally, GDRs refer to certifi
cates issued by a depositary bank 
that represent shares traded on a 
foreign bourse in two or more 
overseas markets. GDRs in China 
represent certificates of A shares 
traded on offshore stock markets. 

STAR Market-listed CanSino 
Biologies Inc, a biopharmaceuti
cal company well known for its 
COVID-19 vaccines over the past 
few years, announced on Jan 11 it 
will issue GDRs on the Swiss 
exchange. The company aims to 
elevate its brand recognition in 
overseas markets by establishing 
connections with offshore capital 
markets. The GDR issuance will 
also provide adequate capital 
and financial resources, it said.

On Jan 4, solar energy compa
ny LONGi Green Energy Tech
nology Co Ltd said in an 
announcement that it has 
received approval from the CSRC 
to issue GDRs in Switzerland. 
The Shanghai-listed company 
submitted its GDR issuance plan 
in late October.

In a regulation related to GDR 
issuance under the stock market 
connectivity programs released 
in February last year, the CSRC 
included Switzerland and Germa
ny as GDR issuance destinations. 
The London exchange used to be 
the only GDR listing venue prior 
to the latest inclusions.

As calculated by UBS, a total of 
10 A-share companies saw their 
GDRs launch trading in 2022 
while another 30 A-share firms 
announced their GDR issuance 
plans last year.

Sun Lijun, co-head of global 
banking at UBS Securities, said 
that GDRs have become impor
tant financing tools for A-share 
companies as related policy gui
dance and execution processes 
further mature.

Both State-owned enterprises 
and private companies, which 
are industry leaders in their 
respective sectors, have been 
active in GDR issuances. Compa
nies from new energy, chemicals, 
medicine, consumption, technol
ogy, media and telecommunica
tions have been the major GDR 
issuers, said Sun.

More Chinese companies will 
tap into the overseas market by 
issuing GDRs, which will be a nor
malized overseas financing chan
nel. The stock connect program 
between the Chinese and Europe
an stock markets will thus see its 
scale expanded, he added.

The first A-share company’s 
GDR issuance on the Frankfurt 
Stock Exchange is expected to be 
completed this year, said Mandy 
Zhu, head of China operations 
for global banking at UBS Invest
ment Bank AG.

One advantage of GDRs is that 
they can be freely converted into 
corresponding A shares after 120 
days of trading on European 
boards, Zhu said.

The liquidity of the A-share 
market, which is higher than that 
in Hong Kong and on a par with 
that in the US stock markets, can 
reduce investor concerns over 
future liquidity, she said.

2022 revenue up 9%, 
expenditure up 6% 

China’s fiscal revenue in 2022, 
excluding the impact of value-added 
tax — VAT — credit rebates, grew by 
9.1 percent to 20.37 trillion yuan 
($3.01 trillion) while fiscal expendi
ture rose by 6.1 percent to 26.06 tril
lion yuan, the Ministry of Finance 
said on Monday. Total revenue from 
VAT was 4.87 trillion yuan, up 4.5 
percent, after excluding the impact 
of VAT credit rebates. Revenue from 
consumption tax was 1.67 trillion 
yuan, up more than 20 percent.

Trade in services 
grows to nearly $884b 

China’s trade in services grew 12.9 
percent year-on-year to 5.98 tril
lion yuan ($884.44 billion) in
2022, the Ministry of Commerce 
said. Service exports expanded 12.1 
percent to 2.85 trillion yuan, and 
service imports amounted to 3.13 
trillion yuan, up 13.5 percent year- 
on-year, resulting in a deficit of 
275.71 billion yuan, the ministry 
said in an online statement on 
Monday. Travel services continued 
to recover in 2022, as trade in this 
sector grew 8.4 percent to 855.98 
billion yuan, the ministry dis
closed.

Shenzhen, Guangdong province 
soared 86 percent, said Li Yujia, 
chief researcher at the Guangdong 
Planning Institute’s residential 
policy research center.

“Apparently, potential homebuy
ers are becoming active again,” Li 
said.

After a two-month decline, the 
pre-owned housing market staged 
a positive growth month-on- 
month for home prices in January, 
as the average trading price in 100 
major Chinese cities edged up 0.15 
percent to 15,697yuan ($2,324) per 
square meter, said the Zhuge Real 
Estate Data Research Center, a 
market tracker.

The mild recovery is attributable 
to the optimized COVID-19 
response and a handful of suppor
tive measures announced at the 
end of last year, which helped boost 
homebuyer confidence, said Chen 
Xiao, senior analyst with the center. 

Although pre-owned home trad
ing prices were still below the aver
age level of the previous year, 
meager growth is projected to 
appear in February, Chen said.

Amid the rising activity in the 
pre-owned housing market, the 
new home sector has yet to show 
signs of a nascent recovery.

New home transaction volume 
remained at a low level during the 
week between Jan 21 and Friday, 
down about 21 percent from the
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$3
billion
amount that foreign investors 
pumped into A shares via the 
stock connect programs on 
Monday

Online retail sales 
up 4% at $2 trillion 
China’s online retail sales rose 4 
percent to 13.79 trillion yuan 
($2.04 trillion) in 2022, said the 
Ministry of Commerce. Online 
retail sales of physical goods 
reached 11.96 trillion yuan last 
year, up 6.2 percent and account
ing for 27.2 percent of China’s total 
retail sales, the ministry said in an 
online statement on Monday. Chi
na’s foreign trade via cross-border 
e-commerce surged 9.8 percent to 
2.11 trillion yuan in 2022, the Gen
eral Administration of Customs 
said.

It said that the vehicle is likely to 
be pitched initially as a premium 
product for high-net-worth individ
uals and tech-savvy Chinese cus
tomers using VIP air shuttle 
services.

China is gradually opening up its 
lower-altitude airspace for civilian 
use, and is thus seen as a market 
with big potential for flying cars.

According to a guideline 
released by the Ministry of Trans
portation, research and develop
ment of flying cars is listed as one 
of the industry’s major tasks from 
2021 to 2035.

The flying vehicle sector is grad
ually being viewed as a serious 
solution to urban traffic conges
tion, said Xiang Changle, an acade
mician of the Chinese Academy of 
Engineering, at an industry forum 
in December.

Global financial services compa
ny Morgan Stanley expects the 
global flying car market value to 
reach $1.5 trillion by 2040, with 
China seizing a 28 percent share.

Stocks of consumption, new energy firms 
may shine as mood buoyant on recovery

The Spring Festival holiday, nor
mally a slow season for home sales 
in China, saw transactions pick up 
for pre-owned homes in some 
major Chinese cities, which 
experts said signals a potential 
rebound in the sector.

In the 50 key cities tracked by 
Beike Research Institute, trade vol
ume of existing homes soared 57 
percent year-on-year during the 
holiday, and sales in terms of trad
ed area recorded in the first 27 days 
of January approached that of the 
previous month, according to the 
research institute of KE Holdings 
Inc, a housing transaction and ser
vices platform.

Among them, transactions in 
four major cities situated in the 
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region — 
Beijing, Langfang, Tianjin and Shi
jiazhuang — continued their recov
ery after December, with total sales 
already surpassing December’s 
total, it added.

Similar recovery signals 
appeared in terms of visits made by 
potential homebuyers to check 
apartments. Beike said visits made 
to existing homes rose 28 percent 
in the 50 cities. Visits in Chengdu, 
Sichuan province, and Chongqing 
increased by 15 times and 100 per
cent, respectively, while those in

ByLIFUSHENG
lifusheng@chinadaily.com.cn
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same period of last year, although 
visits made to home projects in 
major cities including Beijing, 
Hangzhou in Zhejiang province, 
Xi’an in Shaanxi province, and 
Chengdu saw a year-on-year 
growth, said the China Index 
Academy.

“This year is supposed to be a 
year of recovery for the property 
market, especially given the exist
ing supportive measures,” said 
Chen Wenjing, director of research 
at the academy.

In recent months, the nation’s 
financial regulatory departments 
have launched a wide range of 
policies one after another cover
ing credit, bonds, presale supervi
sion funds, mergers and 
acquisitions of real estate devel
opers among others to ensure the 
property market’s stable and 
healthy development.

In addition, the nation’s finan
cial regulators earlier in January 
released an action plan that mainly 
focuses on 21 tasks to enhance the 
operating cash flow of prime devel
opers, guide their balance sheets 
back to a safe range and promote a 
steady transition of the sector to a 
new development mode.

The recovery may appear in first
and second-tier cities initially, with 
strong housing demand, while it 
may take more time to spread to 
smaller cities, Chen added.
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Potential homebuyers check out housing projects at a real estate agency in Huizhou, Guangdong 
province, in December, zhou nan / for china daily

Housing sector showing signs of 
spunk with pre-owned units popular
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Brands up guochao to attract young consumers
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moted the transformation of 
Wuyutai Tea in recent years.

In 2021, Wuyutai Tea embraced 
guochao, a consumer trend among 
young people meaning “China
chic” It features products designed 
with traditional cultural elements, 
and Wuyutai Tea launched an array 
of “tea plus” products, including tea 
drinks, dim sum and mooncakes.

Wuyutai Tea is among 223 time- 
honored brands in Beijing that are 
recognized by the Beijing Municipal 
Commerce Bureau. These brands 
are jumping on the guochao band
wagon, developing products to catch 
the attention of young consumers.

During weekends, the Jiaodaokou 
branch of Beiping Ice Factory, locat
ed in Beijing’s Dongcheng district, is 
always crowded with people.

It is a concept store operated by the 
brand Beibingyang, a much-loved 
soda drink brand rooted in Beijing 
since 1936. Beibingyang, also known 
as Arctic Ocean, is firm in the memo
ries of generations of Beijingers.

“The store holds strong appeal for 
customers of all ages, with a daily 
turnover on weekends reaching over 
70,000 yuan ($10,367),” said Li Hao- 
chen, head of the store.

“What we want to do is to com
bine the time-honored brand with

CHINA 
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guochao to attract young consum
ers and enhance brand recogni
tion,” said Du Weiwei, vice-general 
manager of Beijing Yiqing Food 
Group Co Ltd, parent company of 
Beibingyang.

These time-honored brands 
have thrived, banking also on the 
support of the municipal govern
ment. The commerce department 
in Beijing has been providing 
financial support for the heritage 
protection and development of 
such brands for over 10 consecu
tive years.

BEIJING — At Wuyutai Tea shop 
on Qianmen Street, a landmark 
commercial thoroughfare in Bei
jing, customers are lining up to buy 
specialty tea ice cream.

Well-known for its jasmine tea, 
Wuyutai Tea is a time-honored tea 
brand with a 135-year history in the 
capital city. It owns over 500 outlets 
around the countiy.

‘We have long noted the market 
changes and developed tea ice 
cream in 2008. It is popular with our 
customers,” said Zhao Sliuxin, chair
man of the board at Wuyutai Tea.

The strong consumption power 
of die younger generations has pro-

ByZHUWENQIAN
zhuwenqian@chinadaily.com.m

Chinese tourists have shown a 
strong enthusiasm for traveling 
abroad during this year’s Spring 
Festival break, following China’s 
quarantine-free cross-border travel 
since Jan 8 after nearly three years, 
with Southeast Asia being the big 
winner during the holiday.

The weeklong Spring Festival 
served as the first long holiday after 
the government optimized COVID- 
19 control measures. The most pop
ular overseas destinations for 
Chinese tourists include Bangkok 
and Chiang Mai in Thailand, Singa
pore, Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia, 
Manila in the Philippines and Bali 
in Indonesia, according to 
Trip.com, China’s largest online 
travel agency.

During Spring Festival, the vol
ume of outbound travel orders 
surged 640 percent year-on-year. 
The number of orders for over
seas hotels and international 
flights booked by Chinese main
land tourists both increased by 
more than four times the figure 
from the last Spring Festival, 
Trip.com found.

“The outbound travel market is 
expected to see a more apparent 
boom during the May Day holiday 
with the gradual increase of inter
national flights and improved travel 
convenience. This year’s travel mar
ket is set to see a remarkable recov
ery,” said Shen Jiani, a senior 
researcher at Trip.com.

Meanwhile, starting Feb 6, Chi
na will resume outbound group 
tours to 20 selected countries, 
according to the Ministry of Cul
ture and Tourism. Those coun
tries are Thailand, Indonesia, 
Cambodia, the Maldives, Sri Lan
ka, the Philippines, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Laos, the United Arab 
Emirates, Egypt, Kenya, South

Hai Yang Shi You 301, the 
world’s largest liquefied natural 
gas carrier and bunkering tanker, 
successfully filled the dual-fuel 
container ship CMA CGM CON
CORDE with 6,000 cubic meters of 
bonded LNG at Yantian Port in the 
Shenzhen Special Economic Zone 
earlier this month, indicating the 
completion of the first bonded 
LNG refueling operation in the 
southern Chinese region.

It was the first time Yantian 
Port realized bonded LNG refuel
ing after completing LNG refuel
ing for international vessels 
earlier, according to a statement 
released by Guangzhou Shipyard 
International Co Ltd, a subsidiary 
of China State Shipbuilding Corp 
listed on the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange.

It will greatly enhance the com
prehensive competitiveness of 
Yantian Port, an international 
shipping center, and is of great 
significance for Shenzhen in 
building a global LNG filling and 
marine center in South China’s 
Guangdong province, the state
ment said.

Hai Yang Shi You 301, with a 
total length of 184.7 meters and a 
molded breadth of 28.1 meters, can 
load more than 30,000 cubic 
meters of LNG.

The vessel owned by State-owned 
CNOOC Ltd uses LNG for power 
and is the first LNG bunkering tank
er in China with a filling function in 
the wake of its reconstruction, said 
the statement.

It can provide ship-to-ship 
refueling services for large LNG 
fuel-powered ships berthing in 
domestic coastal ports, taking into 
account international LNG short- 
haul transportation, it said.

Hai Yang Shi You 301 was deliv
ered for use in November after 
completing reconstruction in 
Nansha district, located at the 
mouth of the Pearl River in the
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By ZHENG CAIXIONG 
in Guangzhou 

zhengcaixiong@chinadaily.cmi.cn
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Chinese tourists 
boost overseas 
travel recovery 
during weeklong 
Spring Festival

Guangdong provincial capital. 
Xie Junpeng, general manager 

of Guangzhou Wenchong Dock
yard, said LNG has now become 
the first choice to replace fuel oil as 
marine power.

“Therefore, providing LNG 
refueling services for ships powered 
by LNG is an important basis for 
boosting the development of LNG 
fuel ships,” said Xie, whose company 
handled the reconstruction of Hai 
Yang Shi You 301.

With the increasing require
ments by tiie International Mari
time Organization on the carbon 
emissions of new shipbuilding, the 
use of LNG can reduce carbon 
emissions by nearly 25 percent, Xie 
said at the vessel’s completion and 
delivery ceremony.

He said the completion of the 
LNG bunkering retrofitting 
project will help to achieve the 
country’s carbon dioxide emis
sions peak and carbon neutrality 
goals and make contributions to 
the development of China’s new 
energy marine industry.

Xie promised his company would 
further advance cooperation with 
CNOOC Ltd and related companies 
in building and reconstructing LNG 
refueling vessels and related LNG 
bunkering retrofitting projects in 
the months to come.

Before it was reconstructed by 
Guangzhou Wenchong Dockyard, 
Hai Yang Shi You 301, which was 
officially put into operation in Sep
tember 2015, was the first LNG car
rier independently designed, built, 
managed and operated by the 
country.

CNOOC Ltd decided to recon
struct Hai Yang Shi You 310 into the 
world’s largest LNG carrier and 
bunkering tanker to help meet the 
growing LNG bunkering market 
demand in 2022.

kA*

Africa, Russia, Switzerland, Hun
gary, New Zealand, Fiji, Cuba and 
Argentina.

After announcing the notice in 
late January, the number of search
es for overseas group tours surged 
on various online travel platforms. 
The search for group tours to Thai
land, Vietnam, Indonesia, Singapo
re and Cambodia was the highest 
on Tip.com.

“With the notice, we have rap
idly launched hundreds of over
seas group tour products, 
including private small group 
tours, semi-self-service group 
tours and joining local group 
tours in various destinations,” 
said Jiang Wen, CEO of group 
tours at Tip.com.

The Tourism Council of Thailand 
said tiie announcement is good 
news for the local tourism market 
of Thailand and the change is fester 
than expected. The trend also fits 
with the early marketing plans of 
travel agencies.

Budget carrier Thai AirAsia said 
between late January and March, it

will gradually resume direct flights pore and Malaysia. During 
that connect Thailand with eight Spring Festival, the most popular 
Chinese cities across the country, outbound hotels booked by Chi- 
The airline is preparing its pilots nese mainland travelers include 
and cabin crew for the return of hotels in Macao, Hong Kong, 
Chinese tourists, its largest custom- Bangkok and Pattaya in Thailand, 
er group previously. and Dubai, according to Tong-

Currently, Thai Lion Flying Char- cheng Travel.
ter is operating chartered flights “The domestic outbound tourism 
between Bangkok and Nanning, market will enter a recovery cycle, 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous and the recovery pace of different 
region. In February, the carrier destinations varies. Chinese tourists 
plans to launch flights that connect will first consider destinations that 
Bangkok with Nanjing, Jiangsu are more open and friendly. Cities 
province and Zhengzhou, Henan with warm weather in Southeast 
province. Asia and South Asia have become

In addition, Tongcheng Travel, a preferred choices for Chinese tour- 
Suzhou-based online travel agency, ists during the winter season,” said 
found that during Spring Festival, Cheng Chaogong, a senior research- 
the most popular outbound routes er with the research institute of 
include flights from Guangzhou, Tongcheng Travel.
Guangdong province, to Phnom Tmiu Corp, a Nanjing-based 
Penh, Cambodia; Guangzhou to online travel agency, has also seen 
Bangkok; Shanghai to Bangkok; growing volumes in international 
and Xiamen, Fujian province, to flights and hotel room bookings. 
Bangkok. Hong Kong, Macao, Maldives, Phu-

Visa inquiries have also ketofThailand,andBaliofIndone- 
increased, with the most inquir- sia were among tiie most popular 
ies for travel to Thailand, Singa- destinations on tiie platform.

25
percent
expected amount of reduced
carbon emissions due to use 
of LNG

-r.

An Egyptian dancer takes photos with Chinese tourists at Cairo International Airport on Jan 20. 
During the Spring Festival holiday, Egypt has once again welcomed Chinese tourists. 
SUI XIANKAI / XINHUA
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The world’s largest liquefied natural gas carrier and bunkering ves
sel, Hai Yang Shi You 301, successfully fills 6,000 cubic meters of 
bonded LNG for the dual-fuel container ship of CMA CGM CON
CORDE at Yantian Port in Shenzhen, provided to china daily
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Younger customers backbone

of novel consumption trendBy ZHENG YIRAN 120
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Famous roast duck chain joins
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in spirit of Chinese New Year 1 *rr—flE

By ZHENG YIRAN

2

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2023 11:54:50 AM

X ■'I
L

lll'l

-• 
B *

5

■

%

-

At a rose-decorated, love-themed 
romantic restaurant, waiting staff 
wearing hanfu — a traditional Chi
nese style of clothing — are serving 
a steady stream of customers. 
Many diners also choose to wear 
hanfu themselves, and take fancy 
pictures near a palatial-looking 
photo backdrop.

This is a typical scene at the newly 
opened branch of the time-honored 
brand China Quanjude Group. The 
specially decked-out restaurant is 
located in Wangfujing in downtown 
Beijing, along the city’s most famous 
shopping and pedestrian street. Not 
far away in Hepingmen, the Peking 
roast duck giant launched an open
style restaurant after major renova
tions that provides panoramic views 
of Beijing’s greenery. The concept is 
a brand-new undertaking for the 
group. Using the famous restaurant 
chain’s traditional gold and Chinese 
palace red color motif, as well as 
ornate metal, wood, leather, cloth 

Zhou added: “We are in a trans
formational process, and have 
made great changes in products, 
business models and targeted con
sumers. We aim to offer better ser
vices to locals, presenting a 
restaurant full of warmth to young 
consumers and expanding our 
food business. I believe we are on 
the right track, as the efforts are 
injecting new vitality and momen
tum into our business.”

dishes accounted for 30 percent of 
its total product offerings.

“Although premade dishes are a 
popular concept currently, we try not 
to make our premade dishes taste like 
fast food. As a time-honored brand, 
we have the advantage of making the 
premade dishes as tasty as dine-in 
options, offering consumers a better 
dining experience,” Zhou said.

Lai Yang, a member of the Expert 
Committee of the China General

Chamber of Commerce, said: 
“Catering enterprises should keep 
pace with the times, as the lifestyle 
of the main consumption group has 
constantly been changing. This is 
especially important for time-hon
ored brands. The secret behind 
Quanjude’s success is that it keeps 
innovating, trying to be in tune with 
the consumption habits, consumer 
preferences and consumption struc
tures of consumers.”

and black brick decor, the dining 
establishment demonstrates the 
ingenuity of the time-honored 
brand.

With China’s catering industry 
constantly changing, the traditional 
Chinese old brand of Quanjude is 
taking on a new look.

Zhou Yanlong, Party chief, board 
director and general manager of 
China Quanjude Group, who has 
also been a catering sector expert for 
over a decade, said, “I firmly believe 
that demand in China’s catering 
industry is rigid and tremendous, 
and the development of the industry 
is unstoppable.”

Zhou said the influence of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the catering 
industry' has been undeniable, but 
with the optimization of the epi
demic prevention and control meas
ures, the catering industry will 
certainly roar back to life.

“It is expected that the indus
try will embrace clear, balanced 
and steady growth, containing 
more business opportunities and 

and third-party takeaway, enabling 
full-time operations and adding 
more catering categories.

“When single category and single 
business mode encounter growth 
bottlenecks, compound business 
modes and full-time operations offer 
more possibilities,” said the report.

Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed that in November, 
sales revenue of China’s catering 
industry totaled 443.5 billion yuan. 
In the first 11 months of last year, 
total catering sales revenue was 3.98 
trillion yuan.

Another trend is low-carbon 
catering. As an increasing number of 
consumers prefer greener lifestyles, 
catering enterprises are embracing 
low-carbon business models.

For example, during this Spring 
Festival, Chinese snack and candy' 
maker Hsu Fu Chi International Ltd 
gave some green thoughts to its 
nianhuo — special goods consumers 
buy to celebrate the festive occasion. 
Its crispy peanut candy container 
and Chinese New Year candy jar both 
acquired recyclable certification 
from the China Synthetic Resin Asso
ciation and Beijing Pro-eco Material- 
Tech Ltd. Its lollipop products are 
also expected to acquire such certifi
cation soon.

Apart from using fewer primary 
plastics in its packaging, its Austra
lia-imported Kit Kat chocolates will 
use 100 percent recyclable paper 
wrappers. In addition, with its low-

2*

mation of the catering industry. The 
wide application of intelligent 
robots, Software-as-a-Service sys
tems and ordering systems increas
es the production and service 
efficiency of the industry. Mean
while, online takeaway platforms 
and big data help catering enterpris
es further extend their service radi
us, lower customer acquisition costs 
and increase profits.”

Wang Dongfeng, president of the 
Digitalization Specialized Commit
tee of the China Hospitality Associ
ation, said: “Digitalization has 
become one of the core competitive
ness requirements for catering 
enterprises. If they want to enhance 
their efficiency, digitalization is a 
must. In addition, market competi
tion in China is so fierce that com
petition in promotion and 
marketing makes enterprises 
embrace digitalization.”

A report from Beijing-based con
sultancy iResearch Group showed 
that in 2021, the digitalization rate 
of China’s leading catering enter
prises was 60 percent, and that of 
small and medium-sized companies 
was lower, demonstrating the huge 
growth potential.

Guo said that currently, digitaliza
tion levels in the online marketing 
and delivery links of the catering 
industry are relatively high, so more 
efforts are needed in whole-process 
management, including purchas
ing, stock, sales and logistics.

more vitality,” he said.
For the just-concluded Spring Festi

val holiday, Quanjude launched its 
premade Chinese New Year’s Eve din
ner packages, which encompassed 
the major regional cuisines of Beijing 
and Sichuan and Shandong provin
ces. The premium version of the pack
age included a 1,800-gram king crab, 
Peking roast duck andfotiaoqiang, or 
“Buddha jumps over die wall" The 
special holiday menu also included 
dry boiled yellow croaker, stewed 
beef, fried vegetables and rabbit
shaped desserts to celebrate the Year 
of the Rabbit, while more family- 
themed packages contained a variety 
of delicacies suitable for sharing 
among a party of three to four people. 

As early as in 2020, Quanjude 
threw its hat into die premade dish 
sector. It renovated its duck catego
ry production lines to better pro
duce premade dishes. So far, 
Quanjude’s premade dishes across 
30 categories have been launched 
both online and offline. By the first 
half of 2022, delivery of its premade

carbon packaging, Hsu Fu Chi has 
joined Alibaba’s “88 carbon 
account” a system that covers more 
than 1 billion consumers who can 
use digital platforms to trace the 
amount of carbon emissions they 
save. In this way, die company is 
encouraging its consumers to lead 
low-carbon lifestyles.

According to Guangdong prov
ince-based online research consult
ancy ChinaIRN, China’s catering 
industry has been growing at a com
pound annual growth rate of 8.6 
percent during the past decade. 
Between 2020 and 2025, the indus
try is expected to surge from 3.9 tril
lion yuan to 7.6 trillion yuan. Major 
reasons behind die growth are the 
increase in GDP, rising disposable 
incomes and the development of 
digital platforms.

“The key for catering enterprises 
to stand out from the crowd is digi
talization,” said the report from 
EqualOcean.

Industry experts said complete 
digital infrastructure construction 
is key to catering to enterprises’ 
transformation, as digital technolo
gies help enterprises lower costs 
and increase efficiency, and help 
them solve the dilemma of high 
rent, high labor costs, high raw 
material prices and low profitability. 

Guo Tao, deputy director of the 
China Electronic Commerce Expert 
Service Center, said: “Digitalization 
effectively promotes the transfor-
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A view of a Heytea store in Changzhou, Jiangsu province, in 
October 2021. wang qiming / for china daily

billion yuan
China’s milk tea market 
estimated value for 2023, 
according to the Qianzhan 
Industry Research Institute 
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Post-1995 buyers 
account for 40% of 
catering sales in 
China, generating 
diversified demand
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With mounting market compe
tition, China’s tea beverage brands 
are stepping up efforts to build 
deeper connections with consum
ers and create more consumption 
scenarios to win the hearts of tea 
lovers.

China’s milk tea market has 
grown rapidly in recent years. 
The Qianzhan Industry Research 
Institute said that by the end of 
2023, the country’s milk tea mar
ket is likely to surpass 120 billion 
yuan ($17.7 billion). Currently, 
there are roughly 500,000 milk 
tea stores nationwide, with the 
top 50 milk tea brands operating 
100,000 outlets.

Xie Zongbo, an independent 
financial columnist and a mem
ber of the Caixin Global Young 
Leaders Forum, said: “With 
years of rapid development, Chi
na’s tea beverage market is 
almost saturated, market com
petition has become increasingly 
fierce, and there is homogeniza
tion competition. With new 
brands emerging one after 
another, the growth rate of lead
ing enterprises, such as Heytea, 
has slowed down. To realize 
healthier growth, tea beverage 
brands should create better con
sumption experiences for con
sumers, and expand market 
scale on a broader scale.”

On a typical afternoon, at a 
Heytea outlet in CapitaLand Mall 
in Xizhimen, Beijing, through a 
transparent window, customers 
can vividly see how a persimmon- 
flavored milk tea is prepared.

A worker skillfully removes the 
top leaf of a washed persimmon, 
cuts it into several pieces, scrapes 
the black seeds from the persim
mon, digs out the persimmon 
flesh with a spoon, and stirs it to 
form persimmon mash.

Chinese boutique teahouse 
chain Heytea is opening fruit 
preparation windows in its outlets 
so that while consumers are enjoy
ing their milk tea, they may have a 
look at how the fruit inside their 
milk tea is peeled, cored, cut and 
tamped.

So far, Heytea’s fruit prepara
tion windows have been 
launched in more than 50 of its

outlets in cities including Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangdong prov
ince’s Shenzhen, and are con
stantly expanding. “The fruit 
preparation window enables us 
to see the production process of 
milk tea, making us feel more 
secure while drinking it,” said a 
consumer surnamed Wang, who 
bought a bottle of milk tea from a 
Heytea outlet.

Other milk tea brands are also 
bringing new thoughts to their 
business. Jinhua, Zhejiang prov
ince-based milk tea maker xsqtea 
has introduced a fried chicken 
side business to supplement sales, 
while other brands have adopted 
plant-based milk tea, ginseng milk 
tea and Chinese herbal milk tea to 
satisfy diverse consumer 
demands.

Data from Heytea showed that 
in 2022, members registered on its 
WeChat mini program Heytea Go 
increased by 13 million year-on- 
year to surpass 63 million. Since 
June 2022, its daily sales volume 
lias surged 20 percent year-on- 
year on average.

Also, according to its report, in 
2022, Heytea opened new outlets 
in 37 cities nationwide, among 
which the highest sales record in a 
single day in a single store 
reached 5,400 units. It has 
explored new store layouts that 
are suitable for cities of varying 
sizes. So far, Heytea has entered 
90 cities worldwide.

“Currently, most of our outlets 
are located in first- and second- 
tier cities. There are many pla
ces where consumers are still 
not able to buy milk tea without 
powdered creamer. We want our 
consumers to drink real milk 
tea. In the coming year, we plan 
to bring Heytea outlets to more 
cities. It is our responsibility to 
bring high-quality tea beverages 
to consumers who need them,” 
said the spokesperson of 
Heytea.
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Consumers buy Hsu Fu Chi candies for Spring Festival at a supermarket in Beijing in December. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

People dine at a Quanjude restaurant in Beijing in December, provided to china daily
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On a sunny afternoon, Wang Fei- 
fei, a 28-year-old office clerk in Bei
jing, invited her friend to a raccoon- 
themed dessert shop in Beijing.

She and her friend ordered a 
peach oolong-flavored tiramisu, 
coconut milk jelly and a pot of Long - 
j ing osmanthus black tea. After plac
ing their order, they headed upstairs 
to play with the raccoons in the 
store.

“We spent around 200 yuan 
($29.6) in total. Maybe the price is 
slightly higher than that of a regular 
dessert shop, but I think the idea of a 
raccoon-themed store is fun and 
novel. Spending some quality time 
with a friend, having delicious des
serts and playing with the raccoons 
— it is definitely worth the extra 
cost,” Wang said.

Wang and her friend’s experience 
is a vivid glimpse of China’s rapidly 
evolving catering industry. The sec
tor is undergoing key transforma
tions, featuring a focus on younger 
consumers, boundless catering and 
digitalization, said a recent report. 

The report, issued by Beijing
based think tank EqualOcean, said 
that the post-1995 generation is cre
ating demand in China’s catering 
market at lightning speed, quickly 
shaping the industry.

The China Cuisine Association 
said that currently, making up 18 
percent of the population, the post- 
1995 generation accounts for 40 per
cent of sales revenue in China’s 
catering industry. It has become the 
largest consumption group in the 
sector.

“For most catering enterprises, 
not winning the post-1995 genera
tion is losing the future. It’s worth 
mentioning that diversified 
demand from post-1995 consumers 
is constantly generating diversified 
business models, and the trend has 
been specifically prominent in the 
past one to tw'o years,” said the 
EqualOcean report.

For example, snack brands Luxihe 
Taosu and Dim Sum Bureau of 
Momo have featured guochao — a 
consumption trend wherein young
er consumers prefer products with 
Chinese cultural elements — while 
traditional noodle restaurants like 
Wuyebanmian, or Wuye Noodles, 
and Chen Xiang Gui have upgraded 
their stores to better cater to youth
ful consumers.

Another characteristic of China’s 
catering industry, according to 
EqualOcean’s report, is boundless 
catering. Companies are exploring 
more dining scenarios, including 
dine-in, self-supporting takeaway
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with market saturation
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