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President Xi Jinping extended 
Spring Festival greetings via video 
link on Wednesday to members of 
the People’s Liberation Army, the 
People’s Armed Police Force and 
the militia and reserve forces as he 
inspected the combat readiness of

The recent revelation of Elon 
Musk on Twitter is perhaps the 
most damaging one so far. 

On Dec 20, Musk, who is Twit
ter’s new CEO, released the latest 
of what have been designated the 
“TWitter Files”. In a tweet, Musk 
wrote, “In 2020, (the United 
States) government paid Twitter 
millions of dollars to censor info 
from the public”

Musk was referring specifically 
to the FBI, and the information in 
question was die files from the lap
top of then presidential-candidate 
Joe Biden’s son, Hunter. Polls sug
gest those files would have severe
ly damaged his father’s campaign. 

The IWittei' Files themselves are 
getting harder for the legacy 
media to ignore, as each revelation 
seems more damaging than the 
previous ones.

By OASIS HU in Hong Kong 
oasishu@chinadailyhk.com

The damaging totality of these 
internal documents and emails 
from Twitter’s various depart
ment heads is proving what many 
saw happen in real time during 
the 2020 US presidential election, 
in which Democratic candidate 
Biden beat Republican Donald 
Trump, the incumbent. 

The files show Twitter’s complete 
corporate duplicity then: outward
ly maintaining that its punitive 
actions against some users were to 
ensure compliance with the plat
form’s ambiguous Community 
Guidelines. In actuality, Musk’s rev
elations show, Twitter's previous 
leadership was politically biased 
against journalists and users who 
did not align with the platform 
leadership’s subjective biases. 

This was despite Twitter’s con
tinued assertion that the platform 
is merely an objective “public 
square” where all are welcome to 
share their opinions, even after 
they banned a sitting US president 
from their supposed public square.

By LUO WANGSHU in Beijing 

and QIU QUANLIN in Guangzhou

By LIA ZHU in San Francisco 

liazhu@chinadailyusa.com

several military units.
Xi, who is also general secretary of 

die Communist Party of China Cen
tral Committee and chairman of the 
Central Military Commission, made 
a video call at the CMC headquar
ters in Beijing with officers, soldiers, 
sailors, pilots and special operations 
commandos who were on duty.

The commander-in-chief first 
talked with troops from the Xin
jiang Regional Command guarding 
the Khunjerab Pass, China’s highest 
border checkpoint, located on the 
China-Pakistan border.

he topic of intangible cul
tural heritage, or ICH, is 
as crucial to Hong Kong 

as a cup of milk tea, one of the 
city’s favorite beverages.

Milk tea holds clues to cultural 
history in Hong Kong, and sever
al generations have worked to 
bring this drink to the public.

Wong Ka-wo, the founder of 
Kampery Group, a company 
mainly selling products such as 
Hong Kong-style milk tea bags, 
coffee bags and milk tea and cof
fee machines, has tasked a robot

Residents practice traditional customs 
around nation during year’s coldest period
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He asked about the effect of chang
ing situations in neighboring regions 
on the border defense force’s patrol. 
The troops’ commander told him 
that they have increased patrols and 
strengthened surveillance of border 
areas. The soldiers also work more 
closely with local police and resi
dents, the commander said, adding 
that the border region’s security has 
been secured through these methods. 

Xi also asked whether the troops 
received sufficient cold-resistant 
materials and fresh vegetables. He 
was told that multiple measures have

After listening to a report from 
the head of a PLA Air Force fighter 
jet unit, Xi said: “Being on duty 
means those involved must be very 
vigilant and be ready to engage in 
battle at any time. The troops must 
remain on alert during the festival 
and be sure they can handle any 
given situation and win.”

At die end of the video call, Xi 
ordered all military personnel to get 
prepared to assist local governments 
in handling possible emergencies 
during the Spring Festival and 
remain vigilant during the holiday.

An economist and an entrepre
neur in the United States said 
they have confidence in the Chi
nese economy in the long run 
and that misunderstandings 
about China’s private sector in 
the US won’t be a drag on the 
country’s economy.

The optimization of China’s 
COVID-19 response measures “is 
going to be a significant positive 
for consumption in die months 
ahead”, said Tom Orlik, chief 
economist at Bloomberg Eco
nomics. “They (Chinese consum
ers) are sitting on a bunch of 
savings, so consumption is going 
to come back strongly from 
around the end of the first quarter 
and heading into the rest of the 
year,” Orlik said.

been taken to ensure the warmth 
and nutrition of soldiers.

When speaking with sailors and 
naval aviators attached to a flotilla 
led by CNS Changsha, a Type 052D 
guided-missile destroyer, Xi asked 
the flotilla’s commanding officer 
what plans they had prepared to 
respond to possible emergencies.

The commander answered that 
officers have made plans for all likely 
scenarios and the flotilla has 
arrangedtargetedtrainingin defense 
maneuvers, countermeasures and 
joint strikes.

Transportation hubs across China 
have regained their familiar hustle 
and bustle as they reached the peak 
of the Spring Festival travel rush.

This year’s 40-day Spring Festival 
travel rush began on Jan 7 and will 
end on Feb 15. It is the first since the 
country optimized its COVID-19 
response measures and eased travel 
restrictions.

Data from the Ministry of Trans
port showed that the number of pas
senger trips has been increasing 
since the first day of the holiday rush. 

On Wednesday, the 12 th day of the 
travel rush, 45.7 million passenger 
trips were made, a year-on-year 
increase of 53.9 percent. On Jan 7, 
the number was 34.74 million, up 
38.9 percent from last year.

The figures were in line with the 
ministry’s estimate that, compared 
with last year’s travel rush, the num
ber of passenger trips this year is 
expected to double.

About 2.1 billion passenger trips 
are expected to be made during the 
period, a year-on-year increase of 
99.5 percent, Vice-Minister of Trans
port Xu Chengguang said at a news 
conference earlier this month. The 
volume of passenger trips is expect
ed to be around 70.3 percent of the 
number in 2019, he said.

“There’s still reason for optimism 
about the Chinese consumer story 
relative to the rest of the world,” 
Orlik said during a recent webinar 
hosted by the Asia Society North
ern California that looked at the 
Chinese economy for 2023.

Orlik said that Washington and 
Wall Street failed to understand 
China’s “common prosperity 
agenda” and the relationship 
between the authorities and the 
private sector.

Like policymakers in the US 
and Europe, China’s policymakers 
face a similar set of social and eco
nomic problems, such as inequali
ty and low fertility rates, he said, 
adding that it’s “regulators doing 
their job”.

“Here in the US, we tend to frame 
the relationship between the State 
and the private sector in China in 
terms of conflict,” said Orlik.

with making milk tea for thou
sands of fans of the drink.

With one mechanical arm 
holding a cup and another pour
ing tea from a pot, KamChAI, the 
city’s first robot based on artifi
cial intelligence to make the 
local style of milk tea, can brew 
nine cups using different teas 
and methods in 12 minutes.
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Wan Xiangdong, chief pilot of the 
Civil Aviation Administration of 
China, said that about 11,000 flights 
will be provided on average daily 
during the travel rush, about 73 per
cent of the volume in 2019.

Meanwhile, the railway network 
capacity has increased by 11 per
cent compared with 2019, said 
Huang Xin, director of the passen
ger service department of China 
State Railway Group.

“As a result, we can better cater to 
passengers’ travel needs.”

Huang added that the railway 
network will arrange services flexi
bly in accordance with passengers’ 
travel needs.

Spring Festival will fall on Sunday, 
and travel peaks have been witnessed 
in many transportation hubs across 
China in the run up to the holiday:

The number of travelers at rail
way stations in Beijing peaked on 
Wednesday, with a total of 539,000 
trips made, according to China 
Railway Beijing Group, the regional 
railway operator.

Shanghai Railway Station was 
expected to see the number of trav
elers peak on Thursday with an esti
mated 475,000 trips.

The travel peak at Beijing’s two 
major airports — Beijing Capital 
International Airport and Beijing 
Daxing International Airport — is 
expected to start on Friday. A total 
of 7,700 aircraft are expected to be 
handled at the two airports from 
Saturday' to Jan 27, a year-on-year 
increase of 47 percent, according to 
the Civil Aviation Administration 
of China’s North China Regional 
Administration.

On Wednesday, 275,000 passen
ger trips were made at Shenzhen 
Railway Station in Guangdong 
province, the most in a single day 
since the travel rush began and an 
increase of 25 percent over 2019, 
according to China Railway 
Guangzhou Group.
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The last 20 years isn’t the story 
of the State advancing and the 
private sector retreating, but the 
story of “the emergence of a 
bunch of really dynamic, really 
innovative and in many cases, 
world-beating private-sector 
Chinese companies”, he said.

“I don’t think that’s the right 
way of thinking about the success 
of all of the entrepreneurs in 
Guangdong and Zhejiang (prov
inces) following China’s entry 
into the WTO (World Trade Orga
nization) in November 2001,” 
said Orlik.

“They had entrepreneurial 
endeavor, but who built their fac
tories, who ensured they had 
reliable access to power, who 
built their telecommunication 
systems? It was all State-owned 
companies.”

The example of entrepreneur
ial success in China is an exam
ple of successful collaboration at 
the macro level between the 
State sector and the private sec
tor, he added.
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TikTok bans by some US 
states raise questions

By ZHAO LEI
zhaolei@chinadaily.com.cn

Commander-in-chief
orders armed forces 
to remain vigilant
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Due to the 
Spring Festival 
holiday, China 
Daily will not 
publish a 
Global Edition 
from Jan 23 
to Jan 25. We 
will publish a 
special holiday 
edition on Jan
26-27, and will 
resume normal 
publication on 
Monday, Jan 30.
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Children dressed in rabbit-themed costumes participate in an event on Thursday 
celebrating Lunar New Year at a community in Hefei. Anhui province. The Year
of the Rabbit starts on Sunday, xie chen / for china daily
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City’s treasured lifestyle preserved 
as intangible cultural heritage

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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President Xi Jinping, who is also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, greets military units
on Wednesday while inspecting the combat readiness of armed forces via video link from Beijing, ahead of Spring Festival, photos by li gang /xinhua
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billion
passenger trips are expected to
be made during this year’s
Spring Festival travel rush.



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2023 11:54:39 AM
GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY2 | Friday, January 20,2023

PAGE TWO
1

IIJ

-I

From page 1

f

Traditional culture
shines in new era

FT

'•4
-*

fl

r-u

-1 [I*
4

r

Er
F

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2023 11:54:39 AM

I-

S!
•5 '

■ ' I

Howard Wong, Hong Kong-style 
milk tea promoter

apprentice to a craftsman making lion cos
tumes. Hui had a passion for lion dancing, 
a traditional Chinese dance form in which 
performers wear such costumes to mimic 
the animal’s movements.

Earning only HK$4,000 a month, Hui 
honed his skills for a decade.

When he was about 20, he launched his
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walked at the head of his team and the per
formers surrounded by thousands of local 
residents, who called him “Father of the 
dragon”

“It was one of the most unforgettable 
moments of my life, and I’m glad so many 
foreigners appreciated the craft from 
Hong Kong,” he said.

The performance made headlines in 
many newspapers, with one saying it sig
naled that “Hong Kong traditions are 
going global”.

Inventory launched
In 2004, the Hong Kong government 

accepted the Convention for the Safe
guarding of the Intangible Cultural Heri
tage adopted by UNESCO.

The Convention stipulates that ICH, 
such as oral traditions and expressions, 
performing arts, social practices, rituals 
and festive events should be safeguarded 
in numerous ways, including launching 
one or more ICH inventories, and updat
ing them regularly.

In June 2014, the Hong Kong govern
ment launched the city’s first ICH invento
ry, which comprised 480 items.

To prioritize resources for ICH, the gov
ernment chose 20 items, including Can
tonese Opera and a paper-crafting 
technique, and in August 2017, it launched 
the first Representative List of the Intangi
ble Cultural Heritage of Hong Kong.

From 2006 to 2021, a total of 12 Hong 
Kong ICH items were inscribed as nation-
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Wong, in cooperation with the Hong 
Kong Productivity Council, spent HK$2 
million ($256,000) and one year develop
ing KamChAI, before launching die robot 
in 2019. He aims to use technology to pre
serve the city’s traditional tastes.

Three generations of Wong’s family 
have devoted their lives to milk tea, which 
typically costs HI<$10 a cup in restaurants. 

When Wong was young, his father often 
took him to a cafe he opened in the city’s 
Sheung Wan district. Wong was fascinated 
by the way in which milk tea brings people 
together and revitalizes them.

Britons brought black tea to Hong 
Kong, but as it was expensive, the bever
age could only be found in high-end West
ern restaurants and hotels. After World 
War II, it was used by traditional street 
food stall holders to make Hong Kong- 
style milk tea.

The stall holders bought cheap black tea 
from local grocery stores, and replaced the 
fresh milk with condensed milk to pro
duce milk tea, which quickly became pop
ular among the public.

Wong’s father used to run a grocery 
store that supplied black tea to the stall 
holders. His cafe also helped popularize 
the local style of milk tea.

In 1993, Wong carried his father’s career 
on by founding the Kampery Group. Influ
enced by his family, he wanted not only to 
profit from the beverage, but also to pre
serve it.

In 2008, he founded the Association of 
Coffee and Tea of Hong Kong, a nonpoliti
cal and nonprofit organization that pro
vides a platform for interaction among 
practitioners in the coffee and tea indus
tries. The association now has more than 
6,000 members.

To unify the taste and brewing method 
for Hong Kong-style milk tea, Wong 
launched the KamCha Competition in 
2009, which attracts tea masters from 
around the world. The annual competi
tion draws thousands of participants, and 
has been held not only in Chinese cities 
such as Hong Kong, Shanghai, and 
Shenzhen and Guangzhou — both in 
Guangdong province — but also in over
seas countries, including Australia and 
Canada.

In 2010, Wong began promoting Hong 
Kong-style milk tea as intangible cultural 
heritage. After preparatory work that 
included handing out milk tea bags in the 
streets and collecting signatures from the 
public, the craft of making Hong Kong- 
style milk tea was listed in the city’s First 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory.

Howard Wong, Wong Ka-wo’s son and 
general manager of the Kampery Group, 
said: “Hong Kong residents now drink 1 
billion cups of milk tea annually. However, 
many restaurants struggle to hire tea mas
ters, as making this drink is tiring, dirty 
and labor-intensive.”

To train tea masters, the Kampery Group 
has hosted various types of training work
shop since 2017, which Howard Wong said 
have been attended by at least 5,000 peo
ple over the years.

“People are attending the workshops at a 
younger age. In addition, our workshops 
have attracted more than 200 foreigners to 
learn the craft,” Howard Wong said.

“My son is now learning to make the 
local style of milk tea at home. The drink 
holds memories for our family, and is also 
a collective memory for Hong Kong. We 
hope to preserve its cultural and spiritual 
values,” he added.

Angela Siu Po-yi, who heads the city’s 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Office, said 
the craft of making Hong Kong-style milk 
tea embodies a combination of East and 
West.

Like the Wong family, the Hong Kong 
community, including the government, 
district organizations and artisans, are try
ing to protect this heritage and realize the 
potential of local culture.
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A lion's head made by paper-crafting 
master Hui Ka-hung provided to 

CHINA DAILY

Artists perform Chiu Chow Opera in Hong Kong during the Yu Lan Festival, which is traditionally held in the seventh
lunar month to comfort the spirits of those who have died, provided to china daily

al ICH. In 2009, Cantonese Opera was 
added to UNESCO’s Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity, becoming a world-class cultur
al item.

Many people believed it was a waste of 
time to preserve ICH. However, Siu said it 
was not about a particular industry or art 
form, but passing down the value of an art 
form.

Siu said Japan was the first nation to 
protect ICH through legislation.

In Japan, artists with unique craftsman
ship are regarded as “national treasures”. 
In giving them higher social status and 
economic support, the country preserves 
many traditional crafts, such as carving, 
ceramics and the kimono, at a high level. 

Hong Kong paper-crafting master Hui 
Ka-hung is a good case in point.

For a long time, he was known as Zhi 
Zha Lao, a disparaging term for those 
working in the paper-crafting industry.

Dating back hundreds of years, this art 
involves using simple materials, including 
bamboo splints, rice paper strips, colored 
papers and silk fabrics, to make objects 
such as paper lanterns, floral tributes, 
dragons and Chinese unicorns. Paper
crafting products are commonly seen at 
traditional festive celebrations and reli
gious rituals.

During the 1950s and ’60s, the paper
crafting industry peaked, with numerous 
artworks being exported to countries such 
as the United Kingdom, the United States 
and Canada. As Hong Kong’s economic 
structure changed dramatically in the fol
lowing years, the industry gradually 
declined.

Hui started his career in the 1970s at the 
age of 8, and two years later, he became an

paper-crafting business, Hung C. Lau Ltd. 
Making products by hand was highly inef
ficient, and Hui often spent five or six days 
on a small item. However, despite the low 
pay, he enjoyed the work.

For more than a decade Hui struggled to 
keep the business going, until 2017, when 
Paper Crafting Technique was inscribed 
onto the first Representative List of Hong 
Kong’s ICH.

Hui’s career and life changed dramati
cally as more attention was paid to his 
craftsmanship. He was invited to exhibit 
his work in front of San Francisco City 
Hall in the US to mark the 20th anniversa
ry of Hong Kong’s return to the mother
land.

It took Hui several months to make half 
a dozen 6-meter-high paper vases, which 
were displayed in San Francisco for three 
months.

More unexpected opportunities came 
his way. In 2019, several foreigners visited 
Hui’s store. They were from the Golden 
Dragon Museum, an institution in Bendi- 
go, a city in the Australian state of Victoria 
that is dedicated to the culture and history 
of Chinese Australians. The visitors invit
ed Hui to make a gold dragon for them, as 
the museum traditionally collects such 
items every 50 years.

One month later, the governor of Victo
ria visited Hong Kong to sign the contract 
with Hui.

Hui formed a team of more than 20 peo
ple, who spent seven months making a 
paper dragon with thousands of gold 
scales on its body.

After the dragon was completed, the 
museum invited Hui and his team to take 
part in a dragon dance performance in 
Bendigo. Holding the golden dragon, Hui

Community bonding
Some ICH, such as the Yu Lan Festival in 

Hong Kong, helps bring a community 
together.

Johnny Ngan, director of the Tai Kong 
Po, Pat Heung, Kam Tin Chiu Kiu Yue Lan 
Association, a non-profit charity organiza
tion, aims to preserve the festival, which is 
organized by die city’s Chiu Chow commu
nity.

The festival was brought to Hong Kong 
more than a century year ago by members 
of this community who left their home
town in Guangdong’s Chaozhou area to 
work mostly as coolies across the border.

Chiu Chow people traditionally hold die 
Yu Lan Festival in the seventh lunar month 
to comfort the spirits of those who have 
died. In 2011, the festival was inscribed 
onto the third national ICH list.

Ngan said the Chiu Chow community is 
losing this tradition, with only three such 
rituals held this year. In 1980s and ’90s, 
about 80 of the rituals were held annually. 

It costs at least HK$800,000 to hold die 
festival. Despite raising funds from neigh
bors, and attempting to obtain a govern
ment subsidy, Ngan and his colleagues had 
to reach into their own pockets.

There is also a shortage of festival per
formers in Hong Kong. With COVID-19 
travel restrictions precluding the appear
ance of quality artists from the Chinese 
mainland, Ngan settled for senior local 
Chiu Chow Opera performers.

Last year’s festival was staged from Aug 
7 to 9. The only problem was that no seats 
were provided due to government objec
tions to granting a licence. Despite die lack 
of seats, the event was attended by more 
than 1,000 people.

Ngan plans to continue staging the festi
val, as he believes it is important to bond 
with his community.

Value appreciated
After the ICH list was introduced, peo

ple learned to appreciate the value of cul
ture and art — evidenced by die change in 
paper-crafting master Hui’s clientele, 
which has grown in numbers and now 
includes younger customers.

For many years, Hui’s regular customers 
were local traditional cultural organiza
tions and funeral homes, as his work was 
mosdy used for worshiping the dead, or for 
tomb-sweeping activities.

His clientele now includes young cou
ples who want to decorate their homes 
with his lanterns and lampshades to pro
vide touches of Chinese culture. Shopping 
centers also use his artworks to celebrate 
Chinese festivals.

Hui’s work, which has brought him 
international acclaim online, lias attracted 
rising numbers of buyers on social media 
from countries such as the US, South 
Korea, Japan, Malaysia and Singapore. For 
example, for Spring Festival this year, he 
has received 20 overseas orders for paper 
lion heads costing HI<$ 8,000 to 
HK$70,000 each.

For Howard Wong, the Kampery Group 
general manager, culture is the story of a 
region. Coupled with good storytelling 
skills, it can be sold to anyone, anywhere. 

“As hot dry noodles represent Wuhan, 
and Dan Dan noodles represent Sichuan, 
the biggest benefit of inscribing the craft of 
Hong Kong-style milk tea onto the ICH list 
is that it ties this drink firmly to Hong 
Kong, making it a symbol of the city,” he 
said.

Siu, from the Intangible Cultural Heri
tage Office, said: “Traditional culture is a 
local characteristic with significant com
mercial potential, which could provide 
numerous opportunities for a region. For 
example, it can help develop related indus
tries or bolster the tourism industry, thus 
boosting the local economy.

“The 14th Five-year Plan (2021-25) sup
ports Hong Kong’s position as an interna
tional hub for arts and cultural exchanges 
between China and the rest of the world, 
and the city has the dual advantage of 
importing culture and exporting it, provid
ing the local cultural industry with more 
possibilities and opportunities.”

The implications of culture vary among 
different people. For Ngan, it bonds his 
community, while for Howard Wong’s fam
ily, it is about roots and inheritance.

For Hui, who is now an artist, culture 
embodies a passion for craftsmanship that 
has brought him not only fame, but also 
food to his table.

IIK:

r

I

J

People are attending 
the workshops at a 

younger age. In 
addition, our 

workshops have 
attracted more than

200 foreigners to learn 
the craft.”

Students learn paper-crafting 
techniques, provided to china daily
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By YIFANXU in Washington

yiftmmi@chinadailyusa.com

The Twitter Files show the plat
form behaved more like an edito
rializing publisher and not an 
objective public square. This is a 
legal distinction whose impor
tance cannot be understated, as 
other social media platforms also 
navigate this distinction to con
sciously avoid being considered 
“publishers”

Here’s why: Section 230 of the 
Communications Decency Act of 
1996 says, “No provider or user of 
an interactive computer shall be 

of this corrupt and nondemocratic 
corporate culture and its collusion 
with government agencies have 
been more damaging than they 
initially appear.

Musk’s recent release of the 
Twitter Files, which everyone is 
pretending isn’t an elephant in the 
room, shows exactly what type of 
actions that Molly Ball, writing in 
Time magazine in 2021, referred to 
as “fortifying” the 2020 presiden
tial election. This included actions 
such as the FBI giving millions of 
dollars to keep some content from 
spreading on social media.

Former president Trump is 
polarizing, and people usually 
either hate him for his words or 
love him for his actions, with peo
ple in the middle starting to qui
etly focus more on his actions 
than his words.

But we also now have hindsight, 
and if we’re honest, we see clearly 
that military action was his least 
favorite political tool as president. It’s 
important to remember that the only 
time the legacy media had a kind 
word to say about Trump was when 
he ordered an airstrike in Syria. 

Hindsight shows us something 

The author is a writer and histori
an based in Hong Kong. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

Jacob Rothman, founder and 
co-CEO of Velong Enterprises, 
echoed Orlik’s comments by telling 
of his experience running factories 
in China.

He went to China in 2006 and 
established a design-focused trad
ing company in Shanghai. Then he 
merged his company with Velong 
in Yangjiang, Guangdong.

engagement with Africa.”
Qin said that Africa is a big stage 

for international cooperation rather 
than an arena for major-power rival
ry, as he and Moussa Faki Mahamat, 
die chairperson of the AU Commis
sion, jointly met the media on Jan 11. 

Gupta said that the greatest inter
est of the African people is to be treat
ed respectfully as people who “seek 
development and prosperity”, not 
“pawns in a larger political game” or 
“an epicenter of global contestation’.’ 

“And they’re looking for partners 
who are will i ng to be trustworthy 
and willing to stay the course in 
helping them develop. And they will 
be loyal development partners also 
reciprocally with those countries,” 
said Gupta.

Gupta also said that there should 
be room for the US and China to 
cooperate on climate change or even 
infrastructure in Africa.

However, those prospects do not 
seem feasible now.

“The feet of the matter is, the senti
ment in the US in Washington is that, 
even if we have a chance to cooperate 
with China in Africa, we will not do it 
We would rather seek to do whatever 
we do ourselves and with our allies 
and partners. And it ultimately ends 
up boiling down to a zero-sum game,” 
Gupta said.

“And it does not help Africans, 
and it does not help any of the par
ties involved. And especially because 
there is no need to really compete for 
Africa in this day and age geostrategi- 
cally” he said. “Unfortunately, though, 
that’s how matters are playing them
selves out at this point of time. ”

Vines said that there is “a Cold War 
atmosphere currently developing, of 
which most African countries are dis
interested in taking part — preferring 
to be nonaligned and not becoming 
pigeonholed by great-power rivalry”. 

But he also believes that “there is 
an opportunity for cooperation and 
managed competition in Africa”

“There are potential opportuni
ties, including in business from FDI 
(foreign direct investment) to quality 
appraisal, such as what happened 
with the Catembe bridge from Mapu
to, which was constructed by China, 
but the quality appraisal was con
ducted by US firm Bechtel and sub
sequently a German firm,” said Vines. 

At the news conference, Qin rebut
ted the allegation that China is creat
ing a “debt trap” in Africa.

Gupta said die charge is “very dis
honest” for the most part.

“At the end of the day, it’s not what 
China says or the United States says 
(about the situation in Africa). It’s 
what the Africans say. And the Afri
cans welcome the financing, the man
agerial know-how, and the infrastruc
ture buildup, and they seek more.” 

else: The very presence of Dump 
was indeed a massive threat — but 
not to the normal, globally minded 
citizens who pay attention to geo
politics and just want to live 
peaceful lives. With the release of 
the increasingly damaging Twitter 
Files, we see that his presence was 
a bigger threat to the illusion of 
the inherent evenhandedness of 
the US democratic process.

treated as publisher or speaker of 
any information provided by 
another information content pro
vider.” This means that online 
platforms hosting the written 
speech of users are protected 
from the legal ramifications of its 
platform being used for libel, def
amation or hate speech. Identify
ing as a “public square” affords 
social media platforms this legal 
protection.

The Twitter Files show conclu
sively that Twitter was not acting as 
an objective public square.

The consequences of the revelation 

Crowds of people were seen at 
Beijing South Railway Station on 
Wednesday and Thursday, but the 
situation remained orderly, with 
travelers carrying suitcases and gifts 
as they lined up for security checks. 

Zhang Shifeng, 40, arrived at the 
station an hour ahead of schedule. 

“I have not been to my hometown 
for three years due to COVID-19,” said 
the native of Anqing, Anhui province. 

Li Yuan left Beijing on Thursday 
and was headed for Qingdao, 
Shandong province. Compared 
with her last journey in June, Li 
said the station was busier, but still 

Rescue workers search for survivors after a four-story building collapsed in La Vega, Dominican Republic, on Wednesday. The company 
that owns the building said six workers were inside when it collapsed during renovations. A woman’s body has been recovered from the 
rubble, local media reported, luis rosario / afp

A recent visit by Qjn Gang to Africa 
to introduce himself as the new Chi
nese foreign minister reflected the 
continuity of China’s policy on the 
continent.

“This visit has been designed to 
introduce a new Chinese foreign min
ister to key African partners of Beijing 
and important multilateral institu
tions like the AU and Arab League,” 
Alex Vines, die director of die Africa 
Program at Chatham House, a policy 
institute headquartered in London, 
told China Daily.

Qin, appointed as Chinese foreign 
minister in late December 2022 after 
serving as ambassador to the US 
starting in July 2021, recendy con
cluded a trip to Africa as his first offi
cial overseas visit after taking office. 

From Jan 9-16, he visited Ethiopia, 
Gabon, Angola, Benin, and Egypt as 
well as the headquarters of the Afri
can Union (AU) and die League of 
Arab States (LAS).

For 33 consecutive years, Chinese 
foreign ministers have started the 
year with a visit to Africa.

Vines said that the tradition is a 
recognition that the votes of Afri
can states were instrumental in the 
People’s Republic of China winning 
a seat in the United Nations General 
Assembly and on the UN Security 
Council in 1971.

Sourabh Gupta, a senior fellow 
at the Washington-based Institute 
for China-America Studies (ICAS), 
described the tradition as a “tremen
dous thing’:

Gupta told China Daily that the 
tradition demonstrates three tilings. 

The first is tiiat China keeps its 
promises, and the promises are kept 
for decades, he said. “So, it commits to 
its promise. That’s the point”

Second, Chinese foreign ministers’ 
trips to Africa include visits to a wide 
of range of African countries.

“Small, big, west, east, every
where,” said Gupta. “China does not 
discriminate between small countries 
and big countries or play favorites in 
Africa or elsewhere.”

Third, he said that China lias com
mitted to the continent’s develop
ment while Africa also seeks prosper
ity and growth.

“The Chinese foreign minister 
going to Africa every year for the last 
33 years is a symbol of that commit
ment to China and Africa’s develop
ment,” Gupta said.

“There is no single playbook 
regarding how China engages Africa. 
Instead, what China does is try to 
adapt to local circumstances and 
be adaptive to local strategies,” he 
said, “and that’s what I see as the 
most important factor of China’s

By MA SI
masi@chinadaily.com.cn

users, according to the ministry. 
The internet of things refers to a 
network of devices, vehicles and 
other objects that contain software 
or sensors allowing them to con
nect and exchange data.

China’s mobile IoT connections 
account for 70 percent of the 
world’s total and have covered the 
45 major categories of the national 
economy, said Zhao Zliiguo, 
spokesman for the ministry.

Wang Zhiqin, vice-president of 
the China Academy of Information 
and Communications Technology, 
said China has built a good telecom 
infrastructure, which will lay a 
sound foundation for the high- 
quality development of China’s 
digital economy.

Previously, China’s digital econ
omy was chiefly driven by consum
er-oriented internet applications 
like e-commerce, but now busi
ness-oriented applications like 
industrial internet are playing a 
significantly bigger role. This 
shows tiiat improvements have 
been made in the digital economic 
structure, Wang said.

Related stocks surged on Thurs
day as the digital economy was 
highlighted in multiple local gov
ernments’ plans for boosting 
growth in 2023.

Shares of nearly 10 companies, 
including China National Software 
and Sendee Co, surged by the daily 
limit of 10 percent on Thursday, 
showcasing investors’ optimism 
toward the development of the dig
ital economy in 2023.

China’s digital economy is 
expected to surpass 60 trillion yuan 
($8.84 trillion) by 2025, according 
to a forecast by die China Academy 
of Information and Communica
tions Technology, a government 
thinktank.

Shanghai and provinces such as 
Zhejiang, Fujian and Hebei have 
mapped out their tasks for econom
ic development this year. They pri
oritized the development of the 
digital economy and called for 
efforts to make blueprints for 
future industries, such as the

“Things are fine for the private 
sector in the manufacturing field.” 

When asked about his biggest 
worries, Rothman said his prob
lems and challenges started during 
the presidency of Donald Dump.

He said it’s necessary to have 
frank discussions with partners 
and competitors, but the approach 
of the US government has led to 
hostility toward and attacks on 
China.

metaverse, an immersive virtual 
world facilitated by virtual reality 
and augmented reality.

Zhang Yunming, vice-minister of 
industry and information technol
ogy, recently called on telecommu
nications companies such as China 
Mobile, China Unicom and China 
Telecom to beef up the construc
tion and application of new infra
structure, deepen efforts to 
promote an innovation-driven 
development strategy, and advance 
the integration of the digital and 
real economies.

By the end of 2022, more than 2.3 
million 5G base stations had been 
built in China, and the country 
boasts a capability to connect over 
500 million households with a 
gigabit optical network, data from 
the Ministry of Industry and Infor
mation Technology shows.

Moreover, the digital connec
tions for the mobile internet of 
things in China reached 1.84 billion 
in 2022, making China the first 
major economy in the world to 
have more mobile IoT connections 
than the number of its mobile

not as crowded as it was before the 
epidemic.

A woman sumamed Liu, along 
with her husband, son and daugh
ter, took a bullet train on Wednes
day from Beijing to Xingtai, Hebei 
province.

‘We arrived at the railway station 
pretty late. Fortunately, it was con
venient to enter the station and pass 
the security and ticket checks. No 
health code or nucleic acid test 
results are required,” she said.

Cheng Qiong, 29, who runs a nail 
salon in Hong Kong, said, “It was 
really convenient to travel from Hong 
Kong to my hometown in Hunan 
province after the resumption of 
high-speed train services between 
the Chinese mainland and the special 
administrative region.”

The market size of China’s digi
tal economy reached 45.5 trillion 
yuan in 2021, the world’s second- 
largest after only the United 
States, according to a report 
released by the Cyberspace 
Administration of China.

Vice-Premier Liu He said in a 
speech at the World Economic 
Forum’s annual meeting in Davos, 
Switzerland, on Tuesday that China 
“must always make establishing a 
socialist market economy the 
direction of our reform. We must 
let the market play a decisive role 
in resources allocation, (and) let 
the government play a better role. 

“Some people say China wall go 
for the planned economy. That’s by 
no means possible,” Liu added.

The comments were in line with 
the tone-setting Central Economic 
Work Conference, which ended in 
December and emphasized that it 
is important to work “unswerving
ly” to consolidate and develop the 
public sector and to encourage, 
support and guide development of 
the private sector.

Xu Yan, vice-president of Ten
cent Holdings, said: “In recent 
years, we have deeply felt that the 
government has stepped up efforts 
to create a first-class business 
environment for private compa
nies. Tencent will ratchet up 
efforts to drive the integration of 
the real and digital economies via 
innovation.”

Xu said tiie company has invest
ed 150 billion yuan in research and 
development over the past three 
years.

“I’ve never felt uncomfortable in 
China. I’ve never felt more than 
welcomed, appreciated. I’ve never, 
ever in 20 years felt in China the 
type of negative attitudes that we 
have here toward Chinese people,” 
said Rothman.

‘We need to return to a time 
where we can have frank, open, 
respectful conversations and allow 
for China to develop as an equal 
partner in the world.”

_

He said he started with a facto
ry in China almost 20 years ago 
and now his company has 
become a major global manufac
turer of grilling and kitchen 
tools.

“I don’t have anything but grat
itude and respect for a govern
ment that’s managed the longest 
economic advancement in almost 
the history of the world,” said 
Rothman.

Travel rush:
Convenience 
felt at hubs

The consequences 
of the revelation of 
this corrupt and 
nondemocratic 
corporate culture 
and its collusion 
with government 
agencies have been 
more damaging 
than they initially 
appear.

* J
9^’ X -- -- ■£*
SV ■ .. tii 

4

* b
-



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2023 11:54:39 AM
GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY4 | Friday, January 20,2023

CHINA
BrieflyOversight to Feathering nests

ensure better .w

r.

1 '* ■

I

&
n

Chinese scientists find mass
distribution of new stars variable

Avalanche kills 8, rescue work underway
By CHINA DAILY

XINHUA - CHINA DAILY

FROM THE FRONT LINE | TIBET

School provides a safe harbor for disabled in Tibet
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and DAQIONG in Lhasa

Contact the writers at
palden_ nyima@chinadaily.com.cn

Manling county, Xinhua News 
Agency reported.

The regional authorities are 
responding to the accident, and 
monitoring and early warning 
measures have been intensified.

The Nyingchi City Emergency 
Management Bureau on Wednes
day said it is taking measures to 
attempt to prevent damage from 
secondary disasters.

The Ministry of Emergency 
Management sent a working group 
on Wednesday to oversee the res
cue operation.

sag

It is winter on the Tibetan pla
teau. The air is chilly with the tem
perature dropping as low as -30 C in 
Nagchu city, where winter arrives 
early and leaves late each year.

Students at the Nagchu Special 
Education School, which is located 
in die north of the Tibet autono
mous region, barely feel the cold as 
their classrooms and dorms are all 
equipped with heating and air con
ditioners.

Established in 2013 by the local 
government, the Nagchu Special 
Education School has become a safe 
harbor for children with disabilities 
from Nagchu and outlying areas, 
and it was the first such school in 
the city.

Located some 4,500 meters above 
sea level, die school lias around 100 
students and 40 teachers.

It offers nine-year compulsory 
education to students who are visu-

in Jilin province in 2022.
“As it’s located on the roof of the 

world, my hometown’s landscape 
and environment are both beautiful 
and harsh,” said the visually 
impaired student. “But thanks to 
the school and my teachers, I had 
the opportunity to receive an educa
tion just like other students.”

Sonam Wangdu said he enjoyed 
studying massage and music when 
he was at the special school, and 
that his favorite musical instrument 
was the African drum.

The 20-year-old is now majoring 
in traditional Chinese medicine. He 
is working hard toward a medical 
certificate and wants to start his 
own clinic after graduation.

“I always wish to express many 
heartfelt thanks to all my former 
and present teachers,” he said. 
“Without their help, my dreams of 
the future would not be possible.”

and large stars are created in these 
stellar nurseries.

The concept describes the distri
bution of stellar masses in a large 
cluster of stars, and is one of the 
foundational empirical tools for 
explaining why high-mass stars 
are so much rarer than low-mass 
ones.

Astrophysicists often use initial 
mass function in their research 
because they believe it applies to 
all clusters of stars. It is so univer
sal that astronomy textbooks have 
been teaching it for decades.

But in recent years, scientists 
have begun to suspect this corner
stone of stellar theory is not as sol
id as it seems, and that initial mass 
function may change depending 
on other factors, such as metallici- 
ty — the content of elements that 
are heavier than helium — or the 
temperatures of the gas clouds in 
which stars are born.

To put the debate to rest, Chi
nese astronomers used the Large 
Sky Area Multi-Object Fiber Spec
troscopic Telescope, also known as 
LAMOST, and the Gaia satellite of

Apart from cultural courses, the 
school teaches vocational skills and 
hobbies, among other things, mas
sage, music, tailoring, making car
pets and baking.

“We are not only teaching them 
knowledge and skills, but also play
ing the role of parents. Our daily 
tasks include nursing, helping stu
dents shower, doing their laundry, 
feeding them and helping some use 
the toilet,” she said. “This job has led 
to many first-time experiences for 
me, including taking one of the stu
dents for medical help in another 
province, and many others.”

Thanks to the school’s efforts, 
more than 200 students have 
received an education over the past 
10 years. Many of its graduates have 
found jobs or started their own busi
nesses, and 17 have been able to par
ticipate in the National Special 
Olympics Games.

Sonam Wangdu studied for nine 
years at the school before he was 
admitted to Changchun University

the European Space Agency, to 
analyze over 93,000 red dwarfs, 
which are small, slow-burning 
stars that can last for tens of bil
lions and even trillions of years.

They discovered that more high- 
mass stars and fewer low-mass 
stars were forming in the early 
ages of the universe than the initial 
mass function predicted. In addi
tion, the higher the metallicity of 
tiie stellar cradle, the more low- 
mass stars are formed.

Liu Chao, a researcher from the 
National Astronomical Observato
ries of the Chinese Academy of Sci
ences, said that the new discovery 
shows that the mass distribution of 
newly born stars is far more com
plex than previously anticipated.

Pavel Kroupa, a professor at the 
University of Bonn in Germany, 
said the results are very important 
to addressing the universality of 
stellar initial mass function, and 
allow researchers an in-depth 
understanding of the possible 
shifts in stellar populations that 
formed at different times and 
under different conditions.

ally impaired, deaf-mute or who 
have special needs.

All their expenses, including 
accommodation, food, uniforms 
and study materials are covered by 
the government.

Tsering Lhamo, headmistress of 
the school, lias contributed greatly 
to the development of special educa
tion in her hometown over the past 
decade.

After she was appointed in 2013, 
Tsering Lhamo and her colleagues 
toured nearby counties, identifying 
eligible children and persuading 
their parents to let them join the 
school. Nagchu covers a vast area 
and most parents were unaware of 
the importance of special education. 
In the end, the school enrolled 60 
children that first year.

To communicate with speech-im
paired students, Tsering Lhamo 
taught herself sign language, and 
even provided teaching at home for 
some of the more severely disabled 
students.

IJ

First ice-breaking buoy 
tender put into service 
China’s first ice-breaking buoy 
tender Hctixun 156 was recently 
put into service in Tianjin. The 
Haixun 156, or Sea Patrol 156, is 
operated by the Northern Naviga
tion Service Center, Maritime 
Safety Administration of the Min
istry of Uansport. Chai Jinzhu, 
director of the center, said that the 
vessel will be mainly used for the 
maintenance of navigation aid 
facilities in frozen ports and 
waterways in northern China, and 
is also useful for emergency search 
and rescue, and cleanup tasks. 
The Haixun 156 has a displace
ment of2,400 metric tons with a 
length of 74.9 meters and a width 
of 14.3 meters. The electric vessel 
can break through ice as thick as 
half a meter at a speed of 5 knots, 
or 9.3 kilometers per hour.

Senior soccer officials 
under investigation
Two senior officials of the Chi
nese Football Association are 
under investigation, said China’s 
top anti-graft watchdog. Chen 
Yongliang, executive deputy sec
retary-general of the Chinese 
Football Association, and Liu Yi, 
CFA’s former secretary-general, 
are both under investigation for 
severe suspected violations of the 
law, according to an official state
ment on Thursday. The two offi
cials are being investigated by a 
disciplinary inspection and 
supeiwision team stationed at the 
General Administration of Sport 
of China. The Hubei provincial 
commission of supervision is also 
involved. Former head coach of 
the Chinese men’s soccer team Li 
Tie was initially placed under 
investigation by the national dis
ciplinary inspection team and the 
Hubei supervision commission 
for serious suspected violations of 
discipline and the law in Novem
ber. It was during Li’s tenure that 
the men’s national team foiled to 
qualify for the recent World Cup 
in Qatar, despite the association’s 
considerable budget for foreign- 
bom player naturalization.
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Chinese astronomers have made 
a remarkable discovery that chal
lenges the basic understanding of 
large-scale star formation that may 
have wide applications in astro
physics, according to a study pub
lished in the journal Nature on 
Thursday.

They discovered that time and 
metal content in a stellar cradle 
can affect the variation in the mass 
of newborn stars.

The formation of stars doesn’t 
sound very complicated — a big 
molecular cloud of atoms gathers 
into a spherical shape under its 
own gravity to a point where nucle
ar fusion takes place and the star 
starts to glow.

In reality, stars do not form 
alone, but in stellar nurseries 
which create stars of different mas
ses, from tiny red dwarfs to mas
sive blue giants. To study star 
population, scientists use a con
cept known as initial mass func
tion to estimate how many small

“Satisfaction and recognition 
are continuously rising,” Wang 
said, adding that there were many 
problems found during the sur
veys.

For example, installing eleva
tors in old residential buildings is 
a common issue because of the 
varying needs of residents on dif
ferent floors.

They also found problems with 
daily facilities used by the elderly, 
such as squat toilets, narrow 
doorways for wheelchairs, long 
and steep slopes in nursing 
homes, and large gaps between 
bus stops and station platforms, 
he said.

Based on the surveys, they com
piled a report with opinions and 
suggestions to solve the problems, 
which was delivered to the Com
munist Party of China Central 
Committee for reference.

Wang said that the suggestions 
in tiie report prompted govern
ment sectors to make improve
ments.

For example, the State Adminis
tration for Market Regulation has 
led the establishment of a joint 
working group for strengthening 
unified standards and norms for 
the renovation of facilities.

The report also prompted the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban- 
Rural Development, the Ministry 
of Civil Affairs and a number of 
provinces to take measures of 
their own.

The CPPCC National Commit
tee held a meeting of the Chair
person’s Council in November to 
hear reports on democratic over
sight work delivered by a number 
of committees, and to discuss the 
focus of supervision work during 
the next steps.

At the meeting, Wang Yang, 
chairman of the 13th CPPCC 
National Committee, called on 
political advisers to raise the 
capabilities and quality of demo
cratic oversight, and give full play 
to the CPPCC’s role as a special 
consultative body in State govern

Eight people have been con
firmed dead and the rescue of 
missing people and stranded vehi
cles is in full swing after an ava
lanche hit Nyingchi city in the 
Tibet autonomous region on Tues
day.

The accident occurred at around 
7:50 pm, with police in Nyingchi’s 
Metog county receiving reports of 
an avalanche at tiie exit of a tunnel 
on a highway connecting Metog 
with Pad township, in Nyingchi’s

The working group has been 
tasked with providing guidance to 
local emergency services as they 
carry out search and rescue to con
firm those affected and the state of 
buried vehicles as soon as possible. 

As of 5:30 pm on Wednesday, res
cue teams had dug a 350-meter res
cue tunnel, Xinhua reported.

As of Thursday morning, 1,000 
rescuers and 30 large earth-mov
ing vehicles had been deployed, 
unblocking three bends, Hongxing 
News reported on Thursday after
noon.

Congress report issued 
in other languages
A booklet of the report delivered 
by Xi Jinping, general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, to the 20 th 
CPC National Congress, and the 
CPC Constitution adopted at the 
Congress, have been published in 
10 foreign languages. Published 
by Foreign Languages Press, they 
are now available in English, 
French, Russian, Arabic, Spanish, 
Portuguese, German, Japanese, 
Vietnamese and Lao, according 
to an announcement on Thurs
day. A bilingual version of the 
books, consisting of both Chinese 
and English texts, has also been 
issued for the convenience of 
readers at home and abroad. Xi 
delivered the report on Oct 16,
2022. The report was titled “Hold 
High the Great Banner of Social
ism with Chinese Characteristics 
and Strive in Unity to Build a 
Modern Socialist Country in All 
Respects”
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senior spaces

By ZHANG YI 
zhangyil (gjchinadaily.com.cn

By ZHANG ZHIHAO
zhangzhihao@chinadaily.com.cn

National political advisers will 
continue to supervise the renova
tion and refurbishment of public 
facilities for the elderly, and to 
ensure issues related to an aging 
population are addressed so that 
senior citizens can live fulfilling 
and happy lives.

To ensure the implementation 
of major national plans, the 
National Committee of the Chi
nese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference, the country’s top 
political advisory body, launched 
a five-year program in 2021 to pro
vide oversight of major govern
ment projects.

In line with the 14th Five-Year 
Plan (2021-25), work committees 
under the CPPCC National Com
mittee supervise various areas, 
such as advancing elderly-friendly 
renovation projects, the construc
tion of a modern industrial system 
in tiie Guangdong-Hong Kong- 
Macao Greater Bay Area, and tiie 
opening-up of China’s western 
region to the outside world.

Among them, the Committee 
on Social and Legal Affairs under 
the CPPCC National Committee 
focuses on inspecting the age-ap
propriate renewal of facilities and 
services to provide better care for 
senior citizens, a key part of Chi
na’s response to its aging popula
tion.

At a recent briefing given by the 
committee in Beijing, Wang 
Ercheng, its deputy head, said, 
“Adapting our social system to an 
aging society is a serious chal
lenge we are facing.”

According to the Ministry of 
Civil Affairs, it is estimated that 
during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period, the number of people aged 
60 or above will exceed 300 mil
lion, accounting for over 20 per
cent of China’s population.

Wang said that launching five- 
year supervision of the issue gives 
full play to the advantages of tiie 
CPPCC’s talent pool and its uncon
ventional status to ensure full 
consultation and oversight over 
the problem.

For the past two years, national 
political advisers in the social and 
legal affairs sectors have traveled 
to 26 districts and counties in 
eight cities in three provinces to 
conduct surveys, said Wang, who 
participated in all the surveys.

The teams visited old neighbor
hoods, seniors’ households, nurs
ing homes and public 
transportation stations to check 
whether the measures taken have 
improved elderly accessibility, he 
said.

They spoke to more than 400 
people to collect opinions. A sur
vey covering 1,000 elderly house
holds and 300 urban and rural 
communities was launched to run 
over five years. An online survey 
was also carried out to canvass 
more suggestions from netizens, 
Wang said.

4

A tourist takes a picture with plum blossoms at the Chaoshan sce
nic area in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, on Thursday. The scenic 
spot launched a plum blossom festival to encourage visitors to 
appreciate the flower and its culture, lin yunlong / for china daily

Villagers receive free chickens in celebration of Chinese New Year in Mapang village, Sanjiang Dong 
autonomous county, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, on Thursday. The village has developed a 
free-range chicken cooperative in recent years to increase incomes. More than 5,000 chickens were 
raised last year, gong pukang / for china daily

Top political advisory body will inspect 
major projects related to aging society
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Wang Ercheng said, “Through 

the practice and exploration of 
supervision work in the past two 
years, we have understood that 
the CPPCC’s supervision is con
sultative and works in the same 
direction as the Party and the gov
ernment.”

Key to supervision is a focus on 
problem orientation and helping 
the government meet the needs 
and solve difficulties of the peo
ple, he said.

“The advisers should have a 
long-term vision, not be divorced 
from reality, and put forward prac
tical opinions and suggestions. 
The work requires persistent 
effort carried out in the spirit of 
‘driving the nail home ”’ he added. 

In the next three years, tiie com
mittee will intensify its oversight 
to promote tiie implementation of 
the tasks set out in the 14th Five- 
Year Plan, to enhance the public 
sense of fulfillment, he said.
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Some rebound seen in HK 0

travel, but boom still elusive

National plan aims to
push back desertification

SAR seeks to show world it is back open for business
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After overcoming a COVID-19 
infection, some people still suffer 
from symptoms of discomfort and 
some are now turning to traditional 
Chinese medicine for help.

Liu Naigang, chief physician of 
the TCM department at the China- 
Japan Friendship Hospital in Bei
jing, said that he is receiving 5 to 10 
such patients every day.

“Most are suffering from rhinitis, 
fatigue, headache and lumbago. To 
relieve their discomfort, we prescribe 
a TCM decoction. Needle-knife, acu
puncture and sphenopalatine gangli
on stimulation, three external TCM 
therapies, can also be used in treat
ment, depending on diagnosis. These 
methods are helpful to dissipate cold, 
improve breathing and adjust the bal
ance of nerves,” he told China Daily. 

With standardized treatment, for 
most patients, discomfort will dis
appear but rest, keeping warm and 
avoiding overexertion are also 
important, Liu added.

Xu Xinyi, a 35-year-old suffering 
from back pain for unclear reasons 
after overcoming a COVID-19 infec
tion, turned to Liu for TCM when 
X-rays showed no sign of abnormality. 

After receiving needle-knife ther
apy five times, her backache disap
peared. She said that TCM really 
worked in her case.

Liu, the doctor who treated her,

Contact the writers at
wilUanwu@chinadailyhk.com

government is working hard with 
the mainland to increase the daily 
quota of return passengers, with 
the goal of full resumption of cross
boundary travel as soon as possible. 

Currently, travelers need to pro
vide a negative COVID-19 nucleic 
acid test result taken within 48 
hours of departing. Lee said the 
government’s goal is to replace 
nucleic acid tests with self-adminis
tered ones in the long run, but this 
still needs further negotiation with 
mainland authorities.

He added that about 20,000 
cross-boundary students may be the 
first to benefit from the new policy. 
On Wednesday, Secretary for Edu
cation Christine Choi Yuk-lin said 
the government is seeking to free 
the students and their companions 
from the daily quota restrictions for 
cross-border travel starting from 
Feb 1 when they return to Hong 
Kong for face-to-face classes.

In tire new year, Lee said the gov
ernment will continue to remind 
the world that an open Hong Kong 
is back. Lee said that he and other 
senior officials are planning visits 
outside Hong Kong over the follow
ing months, including to Guang
dong province as soon as possible 
to strengthen connections and col- 

With more than a quarter of its 
surface area covered by desert, deser
tification is a major issue for China, 
and the National Desertification Pre
vention and Control Plan, recently 
approved by the State Council, aims 
to do more to address the issue.

According to the plan, 6.7 million 
hectares of land affected by deserti
fication will have been treated by 
2025. By 2030, that figure is projec
ted to reach 12.4 million hectares.

The plan has identified seven key 
areas where spreading deserts need 
to be pushed back, including the 
mountains of the Beijing-Tianjin- 
Hebei region, the areas around the 
Kubuqi Desert in the Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region and the Mu Us 
Desert in Shaanxi province.

In order to tackle desertification, 
the process through which once-fer- 
tile land turns into desert, the plan 
calls for recourse to science and tech
nology to address the issue at its root, 
and for farmers and herdsmen to get 
involved in green means of utilizing 
light, heat, wind and remediating soil

By WILLIAM XU and OASIS HU 
in Hong Kong

Hong Kong Chief Executive John 
Lee Ka-chiu has placed the full 
resumption of travel with the Chi
nese mainland and restoring nor
malcy after COVID-19 at the top of 
the special administrative region 
government’s agenda for the new 
year, and his administration plans 
to organize more visits to the main
land and abroad in the following 
months in a bid to convey the mes
sage that Hong Kong is back on the 
global stage.

Lee revealed the plans when 
explaining to the city’s legislators 
what the SAR government’s priori
ties will be in the first half of the 
year, during a Q&A session at the 
Legislative Council on Thursday.

Hong Kong resumed quarantine- 
free travel with the mainland on 
Jan 8, enabling over 80,000 people 
to enter the mainland per day in the 
period before the Chinese Lunar 
New Year, which begins on Jan 22. 
Lee said that an average of 20,000 
Hong Kong travelers have visited 
the mainland every day since Jan 8, 
and land crossings are operating 
smoothly so far.

He added that the Hong Kong

Mainland residents visiting for family 
reunions; tourism uptick has to wait

laboration, and to meet provincial 
leaders and officials of the cities in 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area.

As this year marks the 10 th anni
versary of the Belt and Road Initia
tive, Lee pledged the Hong Kong 
government wall make full use of 
the oppoitunity to strengthen ties 
with other BRI economies.

In early February, he will lead a 
delegation of government depart
ment heads and local business 
leaders to Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates and will 
attend the Boao Forum for Asia in 
Sanya, Hainan province, in late 
March.

In addition to the large-scale 
“Hello HK” promotion campaign 
scheduled for February, the city will 
host many events with internation
al participants and with interna
tional appeal in the coming 
months, among them the Standard 
Chartered Hong Kong Marathon, 
Art Basel Hong Kong and the Pop 
Culture Festival — which will be 
held for the first time in the city.

A number of cultural, spoils and 
transportation infrastructure pro
jects will either be completed or 
begin construction this year. Lee 
said he hopes they wall help diversi-

hotels in Hong Kong have also shot 
up, according to travel agencies. 
On-demand retail portal Meituan 
said that as of Jan 15, hotel book
ings for the Spring Festival holiday 
had risen 300 percent month-on- 
month on its platform and book
ings for tourist attractions had 
surged by 1,000 percent

Trip.com said that as of Jan 15, 
hotel bookings for the holiday bad 
witnessed a year-on-year rise of 557 
percent on its platform, with the 
average price of hotel bookings 
increasing by 109 percent.

Cathrine Chan, a 34-year-old 
Shanghai resident, said that she 
wall visit her grandparents in Hong 
Kong this holiday. “I applied for the 
pass on Jan 3. It has been three 
years since we last saw my grand
parents because of the pandemic.”

She said that it is necessary for 
mainland residents to make a res
ervation before traveling to Hong 
Kong and they must produce proof 
of a negative nucleic acid test result 
taken within 48 hours.

However, some industry insiders 
are taking a more cautious attitude 
to the region’s tourism recovery.

Steve Huen Kwok-chuen, execu
tive director of travel agency EGL 

to improve their incomes.
This is the third desertification 

prevention and control plan 
approved by the State Council, Chi
na’s Cabinet, since 2002.

The current plan includes adjust
ments to ideas and general methods 
of desertification reversal and con
trol, derived from the experience 
and results of previous plans, 
according to the National Forestry 
and Grassland Administration.

The latest national survey show's 
that areas suffering from desertifica
tion fell by 3.8 million hectares to 257 
million hectares between 2014 and 
2019. As a result, sand and dust storms 
have reduced to an average of 8.5 
events from an average of 12.5 previ
ously, the administration said.

Sun Guoji, head of the administra
tion’s desertification control depart
ment, told a news conference recently 
that the tasks ahead are more challeng
ing than those that came before. 

“Our challenges are regional water 
shortages, damage from human activ
ity and climate change. In addition, 
maintaining the achievements we’ve 
already made while tackling new ones 
is an arduous and urgenttask,” he said.

described TCM as a precious wealth 
passed down by the ancestors. “TCM 
treatments are quite effective in 
relieving post-COVID-19 discomfort 
We should be confident of tliis time- 
honored, ancient medicine, exploit its 
advantages in clinical practice, and 
devise standard treatment methods 
to benefit patients all over the world.” 

In addition to Beijing, hospitals in 
other cities are opening up special 
TCM departments to help with post- 
COVID-19 rehabilitation.

Zhang Minyu, director of Dinghai 
Community Health Service Center 
in Shanghai, told Jiemian, a local 
news portal, that their clinic had 
begun trial operations last August. 
“We sent two doctors to study at the 
Yueyang Hospital of Integrated Tra
ditional Chinese and Western Medi
cine to bring back their experience 
and prescriptions.”

On TUesday, the China Association 
of Chinese Medicine and the Tianjin 
University of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine released an expert consen
sus on the use of TCM for common 
p ost-COVID -19 short-term symptoms. 

It proposed the concept, etiology, 
pathogenesis, clinical manifestation, 
TCM treatment and precautions of 
diseases common after tests turn 
negative, to facilitate recovery and 
provide clinicians with a reference.

that there would be 600,000 cross
boundary trips per day during the 
seven-day holiday at border check
points on the mainland, which rep
resents twofold growth year-on- 
year. The figure is still only about 33 
percent of that in 2019, before the 
onset of the epidemic.

Allowing for surging mainland 
travel demand, the Transport and 
Logistics Bureau of the SAR’s gov
ernment recently announced it 
would increase the number of rail
way tickets to Hong Kong from 
14,000 per day to 20,000 per day 
from Wednesday. The line resumed 
operations on Jan 15 and initially 
offered 10,000 tickets per day.

The prices for attractions and 

Tours, said that Hong Kong’s tour
ism sector won’t see a big jump in 
the number of mainland tourists in 
the near future, as current travel 
policies still hold mainland visitors 
back.

He said the sector would see a 
greater rebound if online registra
tion and COVID-19 nucleic acid 
tests were no longer required for 
travel between Hong Kong and the 
mainland.

“At the moment, mainland tour
ists are coming to Hong Kong 
mainly for family visits or business, 
and we w'on’t see many tour groups 
for the time being,” Huen said.

He doesn’t expect a significant 
rebound in mainland tourists at 
least until this Fall, in time for the 
October Golden Week holiday.

Tourism to Hong Kong has been 
very badly hit for the last three 
years. According to the Hong Kong 
Tourism Board, the city received 
only 91,000 overseas travelers in 
2021, a 974 percent drop from the 
3.56 million who came in 2020. 
Back in 2019, the region received 
nearly 56 million visits.

fy Hong Kong’s development in the 
longterm.

He also reviewed the key achieve
ments of his administration in the 
past year, such as better dovetailing 
with national strategies and 
attracting leading enterprises and 
individuals to Hong Kong.

The government also released 
blueprints for innovation and tech
nology, primary healthcare and 
youth development, in a bid to 
strengthen the city’s competitive
ness and tackle deep-rooted issues. 

He also announced the end of 
quarantine for people with COVID- 
19 from Jan 30, as one of the latest 
measures to bring Hong Kong’s 
social and economic activities back 
to normal. The requirement to sub
mit personal data through the gov
ernment’s online self-reporting 
platform wall also be canceled.

As the risks posed by the virus are 
now' significantly lower, the govern
ment wall gradually establish a new 
system to manage COVID-19 as a 
common upper respiratory infec
tion disease, w'hich is a necessary 
step to ensure life in Hong Kong can 
return to normal.

A traditional Chinese medicine doctor treats a recovering COVID-19 
patient at the Department of Rehabilitation Medicine in Peking Univer
sity Shougang Hospital in Beijing on Thursday, zhu xingxin / china daily

Wang Songsong contributed to this
story.
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The desire for overseas travel 
among mainland travelers is expect
ed to drive a recovery of tourism in 
the Hong Kong Special Administra
tive Region tliis Spring Festival holi
day after the slump caused by 
COVID-19 border controls.

Travel agencies have released 
encouraging reports, saying that 
tiie upcoming seven-day holiday — 
from Saturday to Friday, will see a 
boom of outbound travel to Hong 
Kong thanks to the optimized COV
ID-19 control policies initiated on 
Jan 8.

The latest figures from the online 
travel portal Trip.com show that 
flight ticket bookings over the past 
week from the mainland to Hong 
Kong surged tenfold compared 
with the same period in the previ
ous month. Travel bookings to the 
region doubled during the period. 

The National Immigration 
Administration recently estimated
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cross-boundary trips 
are expected to be made by trav
elers at border checkpoints on the 
Chinese mainland every day dur
ing the Spring Festival holiday.
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Minlu Zhang in New York
contributed to this story.

To navigate China-US relations safe
ly and soundly, it is more important to 
set guidelines than build guardrails, 
and the two countries should work 
together to dial up dialogue and coop
eration in 2023, a top Chinese envoy 
said at a Chinese Lunar New Year 
reception in Washington.

Early last month, White House Indo
Pacific Coordinator Kurt Campbell said 
the dominant characteristic of the US- 
China relationship will continue to be 
competition, but Washington wants 
to build guardrails and a foundation 
that will prevent the relationship from 
moving into a destabilizing place.

Xu Xueyuan, charge d’affaires of the 
Chinese embassy in the United States, 
offered a different perspective.

“For our relations to go steadily for
ward like a giant ship, our priority is 
not building ‘guardrails’ to prevent 
accidents, but setting ‘guidelines’ for 
safe navigation,” Xu said Tuesday at the 
first in-person embassy celebration of 
the Chinese New Year in three years. 

“These guidelines must contain 
basic elements such as no conflict or 
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confrontation, mutual respect and 
win-win cooperation. Only with the 
guidelines and only when they are 
followed can we ensure that there will 
be no loss of direction, no deviation, 
and no bumping into the ‘guardrails!’ 
she said.

The envoy said the face-to-face 
meeting between the two countries’ 
leaders in Indonesia’s Bali lias charted 
the course for China-US relations, as 
the two heads of state agreed to tamp 
up communication and exchanges, 
advance practical cooperation, and 
bring relations back to the right track. 

“In the new year, we look forward 
to working with people from various 
sectors in the US to implement the 
important common understandings 
of the two presidents, reduce as many 
differences and frictions as possible, 
and build as much dialogue and coop
eration as possible,” Xu said.

Also speaking at the reception, Kin 
Wah Moy, principal deputy assistant 
secretary for the Bureau of East Asian 
and Pacific Affaire at the State Depart
ment, said that although China and 
the US have differences, those differ
ences “make us unique and beautiful” 

During the annual Lunar New Year

4
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gala of the China General Chamber 
of Commerce-USA in New York on 
Wednesday, Xu said: “China’s devel
opment will create conditions for the 
win-win cooperation between Chinese 
and American companies and inject 
impetus to the development of the 
world economy.

‘We need to have a sense of urgency, 
engage more frequently, and substanti
ate the dialogue in a bid to enhance 
mutual trust, promote cooperation 
and show the world that dialogue can 
deliver.”

In a video sent to the gala, former US 
secretary of state Henry Kissinger said 
each nation needs to understand the 
other more fully, and leaders need to 
realize that conflict and confrontation 
“can only lead to ultimate disaster’! 

“Neither nation can be defeated. 
There is no shortcut, and there is no 
clever diplomacy that can get a deci
sive advantage,” he said. “The only 
thing that will avoid humanity destroy
ing itself by its own achievements is to 
make use of its intellectual, true politi
cal and historic visions.”

Several universities in Texas 
have joined a growing list of 
public institutions in other US 
conservative states to ban TikTok 
on campus Wi-Fi networks, cit
ing security concerns. But such 
actions have met with criticism 
for their potentially overbroad 
effect.

The University of Texas at Aus
tin, a campus with more than 
52,000 students, has blocked the 
social media app TikTok from its 
networks and is in the process of 
removing the app from all uni
versity-issued devices, including 
cell phones, laptops, tablets and 
desktop computers.

“You are no longer able to 
access TikTok on any device if you 
are connected to the university 
via its wired or WIFI networks,” 
Jeff Neyland, adviser to the uni
versity’s president for technology 
strategy, told students in an email 
on Tuesday.

The decision came after Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott banned 
the use of TikTok on state-owned 
devices over security concerns 
last month.

Neyland copied the gover
nor’s words in the order, saying, 
“TikTok harvests vast amounts 
of data from its users’ devices ... 
and offers this trove of potentially 
sensitive information to the Chi
nese government.”

But students and faculty still 
can access the app on their per
sonal Wi-Fi or by using cellular 
data on personal devices. Both 
UT Austin and the UT system 
declined to respond to China Dai
ly’s request for comment.

A few other universities in 
the state, including UT Dallas, 
the University of North Texas, 
and the Texas A&M Univer
sity system have made similar 
announcements.

Public universities in other 
conservative states, including 
Auburn University in Alabama, 
Boise State University in Idaho, 
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under the guise of their own and 
the university’s safety, wall no lon
ger be allowed to access TikTok 
via university WiFi ... they can 
still carry a firearm on campus 
and in classrooms,” said an article 
published in Rolling Stone.

Texas’ “campus carry” laws per
mit students to carry concealed 
handguns on campus, including 
in classrooms.

The state has seen some of the 
nation’s most brutal mass shoot
ings in recent history, including 
massacre of 19 children and two 
teachers in Uvalde, Texas, on May 
24,2022.

Faculty members also criticized 
the ban for hampering research 
and education activities and shut
ting down their outreach efforts 
through the app to educate young 
people.

“Without access to TikTok, 
those at state agencies — includ
ing researchers and state uni
versity professors like us — are 
limited in their capacity to pro
vide relevant information,” wrote 
Natalie Jomini Stroud and Samu
el Woolley, two professors in the 
Center for Media Engagement at 
the University of Texas, in an Jan 
15 opinion piece in the Austin 
American-Statesman newspaper. 

“The blanket ban also ties 
the hands of experts working to 
understand the platform and the 
complexities of genuine privacy 
and safety concerns online,” they 
said.

Due to the ban, the profes
sors said they must now advise 
students not to write about “the 
most dominant communication 
platform in many of their lives” 
for a case studies program, and 
they have to ask students and 
staff to use personal devices for 
their university jobs.

“An insufficiently detailed 
security threat is not the same 
as evidence of consequential 
security breaches,” wrote the two 
professors, warning that prohib
iting the platform altogether 
has “broader societal and global 
repercussions”.
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the University of Oklahoma, the 
University of Montana, and 
schools in the University System 
of Georgia, also have banned the 
app.

TikTok, which is owned by the 
Chinese company ByteDance, has 
repeatedly asserted that it does 
not share information with the 
Chinese government and that it 
does not store the data of Ameri
can users in China.

TikTok has revealed a $1.5 bil
lion reorganization plan to con
vince US lawmakers it can oper
ate independently of its parent 
company, according to a report 
by The Wall Street Journal. The 
plan includes a system to let 
third-party companies monitor 
the app’s video recommendation 
algorithms to detect whether its 
code has been manipulated in 
some way.

In contrast to the government’s 
tightening restrictions on TikTok 
use, the app has continued to 
grow in popularity among Ameri
can young people.

Pew Research finds that two- 
thirds of 13-17-year-olds have used 
the platform. More than a quarter 
of 18-29-year-olds report that they 
regularly get news on the plat
form, and many young people 
have used it as a search engine. 

Following UT Austin’s 
announcement, some media 
reports have expressed skepti
cism about the ban’s effect, believ
ing that it’s unlikely most stu
dents at those schools will quit 
the app.

“When you tell a college stu
dent not to do something, they’re 
probably going to find a way to 
do it. Tech-sawy undergrads are 
skirting the bans by using their 
own data plans or personal Wi-Fi 
to access the app,” said an article 
published by Morning Brew, a 
tech news website.

Others point out that such 
solutions are too general for a 
specific problem, and the states 
just ignore the real campus safety 
problem — gun violence. 

“While students and faculty, 

Zi'.W* ■

NEW YORK BRANCH I 1045 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS, NEW YORK, NY 10018 I 1 (212) 935-3101 EXT. 3103 

QUEENS BRANCH | 42-35 MAIN STREET, FLUSHING, NY 11355, I 1 (212) 925-2355 EXT. 8823 OR 8825

rY<♦



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2023 11:54:39 AM
CHINA DAILY | GLOBAL EDITION Friday, January 20,2023 | 7

BUSINESS
MORE NEWS WHENEVER YOU WANT IT ■ CHINADAILY.COM.CN/BUSINESS

OfficialsChina trims 4

k ■ assure
US Treasury 5

bond holdings pricesA

pJ? - __

Exports of photovoltaicBriefly

equipment on the rise

XINHUA - CHINA DAILY

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2023 11:54:39 AM

I
V

G

By SHI JING in Shanghai 

shijing@chinadaily.cmn.cn

ByLIUYUKUN
liuyukun@chinadailyjcom.cn

By LI FUSHENG
lijusheng@chinadaily.com.cn

tinue to exhibit robust demand, 
and global new installed capacity is 
expected to maintain rapid growth, 
which is the continuous driving 
force for China’s export of PV facili
ties,” Jiang said.

“However, with ongoing geopoli
tical conflicts and trade uncertain
ties, Chinese exports of PV 
products have been challenged by 
trade protectionism such as tariffs, 
and measures to protect local PV 
facility manufacturers,” she said.

In 2023, there may be more new
ly increased production capacity in 
India, the United States, Southeast 
Asia, Turkive and other markets. 
However, over the short term, they 
still cannot replace China’s leading 
position in global PV facility manu
facturing, Jiang added.

The international market may 
formulate more standards such as 
carbon emissions requirements, 
which will also be a challenge for 
relevant companies, she said.

Employees work on the production line of a carmaker in Yuncheng, Shanxi province. 
YAN XIN / FOR CHINA DAILY

China is expanding rapidly in the 
global new' energy market with a 
ramp-up of product exports includ
ing solar modules and lithium bat
teries, buoyed by increasing global 
demand amid green energy transi
tion, experts said.

The country will keep up with the 
trend as its manufacturers are ren
ovating technologies for lower cost 
production and use and enhanced 
performance to raise competitive
ness, and they are able to respond 
quickly to the need for customized 
products from overseas, they said. 

The remarks came after the Gen
eral Administration of Customs 
released trade data, which stated 
that exports of solar cells and lithi
um batteries in 2022 increased 67.8 
percent and 86.7 percent year-on- 
year, respectively.

Zhou Mi, a senior researcher at 
the Chinese Academy of Interna- 
tionalTiade and Economic Cooper
ation, said that the growth of 
China’s exports of new energy prod
ucts was the result of rising world
wide demand for such goods, and 
the trend is likely to continue, 
buoyed by the transitioning of glob
al energy structures and recovering 
economies.

“China’s new energy industry is 
developing rapidly. Its products, 
especially solar panels and lithium 
batteries, are competitive in the
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Sales of new energy vehicles in 
China may hit a speed bump in ear
ly 2023 following the withdrawal of 
yearslong subsidies, but the sector 
will maintain rapid growth for the 
whole year, said experts.

In the first half of January, auto
makers sold 187,000 NEVs at 
wholesale prices, which was up a 
meager 3 percent year-on-year, but 
marked a 38 percent slump from 
the same period last month, the 
China Passenger Car Association 
said on Thursday.

Car dealers’ retail sales stood at 
184,000 units during the same peri
od, up 20 percent year-on-year' but 
down 33 percent month-on-month. 

Cui Dongshu, secretary-general 
of the association, said the weaker 
demand was primarily the result of 
car buyers’ rush to place orders late 
last year to be eligible for the NEV 
subsidies, which w'ere completely 
gone from Jan 1.

China initiated the subsidies in 
2009 to foster the sector’s growth. It 
started to phase out the financial 
stimuli from 2017 as the segment 
gradually learned to stand on its own.

Jiang Yali, a solar analyst at 
energy research provider Bloom- 
bergNEF, said that as a major 
photovoltaic product manufac
turing country, China is responsi
ble for more than 75 percent of the 
global PV supply chain, and its 
export volume of such products 
has increased significantly in 
accordance with global growth of 
around 47 percent or about 268 
gigawatts.

Jiang said that China has a com
plete life cycle supply chain in PV 
facility manufacturing with an 
obvious scale effect. Meanwhile, 
the technology of PV power genera
tion is developing rapidly, which 
greatly promotes cost reductions, 
giving the country a leading role in 
the global PV supply chain.

“In the process of achieving car
bon neutrality, solar power — as a 
clean energy source that can be 
adapted to a wide range of scenari
os at relatively low cost — will con

tainers to adopt a wait-and-see atti
tude,” said Cui.

But he expects the market to 
take a turn for the better starting 
from February. The CPCA esti
mates passenger NEV sales in Chi
na will reach 8.5 million units in 
2023, up from 6.5 million units in 
2022.

Zhang Yongwei, vice-president 
of China EV 100, an automotive 
think tank, is sanguine on the sec
tor. He said car buyers in smaller 
cities are emerging as a new cus
tomer group, which is a sign of 
such vehicles’ rising popularity.

In the first 11 months of last year, 
54 percent of China’s NEVs were 
sold in non-tier-one cities, and the 
figure is expected to rise further 
this year, said Zhang.

A growing number of available 
NEV models will help boost sales as 
well, he said. A survey by China EV 
100 shows automakers will launch 
at least 100 NEV models this year in 
the country.

Paul Gong, an automotive ana
lyst at UBS, said: “More people will 
be attracted to NEVs as they see 
more such vehicles on the road.” He 
estimates their sales will reach 8.8 
million units this year in China.

foreign exchange reserves has 
been more widely adopted by cen
tral banks, said CICC experts.

Some economies have sold US 
Treasury bonds to maintain the sta
bility of then' own currencies when 
the US dollar was soaring over the 
past few months, they said.

However, Japan, the largest 
creditor of the United States, 
stopped its four-month selling that 
started in July 2022 and increased 
its US Treasury bond holdings by 
$17.8 billion in November, making 
the total sum exceed $1.08 trillion. 

Cao Yubo, a financial market 
researcher from China Construc
tion Bank, said investors tend to 
decrease their US Treasury bond 
holdings at a time of rising yields 
to lower their losses in asset value. 
They will increase such exposure 
when yields rise.

Data in the public domain 
showed the 10-year US Treasury' 
bond yield came in at 3.366 per
cent on Thursday, the lowest since 
September 2022. The 2-year US 
Treasury note yield touched 4.07 
percent, the lowest level since 
October 2022.

Hawkish expressions have been 
made by Fed officials recently. 
James Bullard, St. Louis Fed presi
dent, said the Fed should not “stall” 
on raising its benchmark rates until 
they are above 5 percent.

While admitting signs of easing 
inflation thanks to the Fed’s sharp 
interest rate hikes, Loretta Mester, 
president of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Cleveland, said that fur
ther rate hikes are still needed to 
decisively crush the worst inflation 
in four decades.

Steve Blitz, chief US economist of 
TS Lombard, a global economic and 
investment strategy research firm, 
said the market will start to assimi
late the negative impact of econom
ic recession in the US later this year, 
which will exert downward pres
sure on US Treasury yields.

The next TIC release, which will 
disclose data for December 2022, is 
scheduled for Feb 15.

China continued to lower its 
holdings of US Treasury bonds as 
the US Federal Reserve is expected 
to maintain its hawkish stance 
over the following months, market 
observers said on Thursday.

According to Treasury Interna
tional Capital data released by the 
US Department of Treasury on 
Wednesday, China decreased its 
holdings of US Treasury bonds by 
$7.8 billion in November, marking 
the third consecutive month of 
selling. With this, China holds 
about $870 billion worth of US 
Treasury bonds, the lowest 
amount since June 2010.

In October, China cut its hold
ings of US Treasury bonds by $24 
billion, according to TIC data.

Yu Yongding, a member of tire 
Academic Divisions of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, said 
China’s reduction in its holdings of 
US Treasury bonds is a measure to 
adjust the country’s balance sheet of 
overseas assets, which can enhance 
the security of its overseas assets 
and increase the net returns on 
overseas investment.

In November, foreign official insti
tutions sold $12.2 billion of medium- 
and long-term US securities like 
Treasury notes and bonds, according 
to the latest TIC numbers.

Past TIC data show that several 
central banks sold US Treasury 
bonds for 49 months since October 
2017 Analysts from China Interna
tional Capital Corp interpreted 
such selling as a worldwide trend 
of “de-dollarization”

While the US dollar used to be a 
global safe haven, economies have 
been reducing their US Treasury 
bond holdings over the past few 
years to lower their over-reliance 
on the greenback. Such risks of 
over-reliance became apparent 
last year during the geopolitical 
tensions in Europe that w'ere fol
lowed by Western financial sanc
tions on Russia. Diversification of

Anhui posts record 
high foreign trade 
Anhui province saw its foreign 
trade hit a record 753.06 billion 
yuan ($111 billion) in 2022, said 
Hefei Customs. Of the total, 
Anhui’s exports hit 476.37 billion 
yuan, w'hile imports totaled 276.69 
billion yuan. In 2022, Anhui’s for
eign trade with the European 
Union and the United States, die 
province’s top tw'o trading part
ners, reached 10253 billion yuan 
and 101.53 billion yuan, up 13 per
cent and 12.8 percent year-on-year, 
respectively. The province exported 
mechanical and electrical products 
worth 299.49 billion yuan, up 18.5 
percent year-on-year.

EV charging points 
see rapid expansion 
The number of charging points for 
electric vehicles in China grew' at a 
rapid pace in 2022, official data 
showed. The country had 5.21 mil
lion charging points at tire end of 
2022, including over 259 million 
built in 2022, said Tian Yulong, 
chief engineer at the Ministry of 
Industry and Information Technol
ogy. The country had 1,973 battery 
swapping stations at the end of 
2022, including 675 built in 2022, 
he said, adding that China had over 
10,000 power battery recycling ser
vice outlets at the end of2022. The 
rapid growth in charging facilities 
is in line with the country’s boom
ing new' energy vehicle sector.

Cui said other factors include 
price hikes following the with
drawal of the NEV subsidies and 
the earlier-than-usual Spring Festi
val holiday, which will begin on 
Sunday.

Over a dozen companies includ
ing BAT), Chery and Changan as 
well as Volkswagen’s two joint ven
tures — FAW-Volkswagen and SAIC 
Volkswagen — raised prices of their 
electric models from the start of the 
year.

In a Dec 31 statement, BAT) 
announced that it w'ould hike pri
ces of its models by between 2,000 
yuan ($291) and 6,000 yuan from 
Jan 1, claiming the removal of the 
subsidies resulted in a rise in its 
manufacturing costs.

“Those changes have caused cus-

PaulGong,
automotive analyst at UBS

global market with low prices and 
high quality, and relevant compa
nies have gained increasing recog
nition and relatively high 
reputation in the international 
market, which is also an important 
driver of the export growth,” Zhou 
said.

“Going forward, global demand 
for low-carbon energy, especially in 
energy-intensive areas like con
struction, will continue to boost 
China’s exports of new energy facil
ities, which is an opportunity for 
Chinese companies provided they 
can ensure supply capacity and 
advancement of technologies. 
Meanwhile, further efforts are also 
needed to reduce costs and 
increase production efficiency?’ 
Zhou said.

The National Energy Adminis
tration said China will work to pro
mote international cooperation in 
the area of clean energy this year by 
establishing the China-ASEAN and 
China-Arab clean energy coopera
tion centers, and by facilitating 
cooperation with European coun
tries in areas like hydrogen energy, 
energy storage, wind pow’er and 
smart energy.

“China’s promotion of clean ener
gy cooperation in these regions, 
which has huge demand for new 
energies, will offer great business 
opportunities for companies. Chi
nese new energy products’ foray into 
such markets will also promote local 
firms’ green transition,” Zhou added.

Technicians check solar panels in Zhenjiang, Jiangsu province. 
SONG WEI / FOR CHINA DAILY

Amid a revival of demand for con
sumer goods in the offline market, 
the weeklong Spring Festival holi
day wall see both sufficient supplies 
rich in variety and price stability, 
officials said on Thursday.

Sheng Qjuping, vice-minister of 
commerce, said at a news confer
ence in Beijing that the authorities 
concerned have stepped trp efforts 
to promote consumption while also 
increasing supplies of goods and 
services.

“We will deal with the developing 
situation and tasks related to COV- 
ID-19 prevention and control, and 
work relentlessly to ensure supply 
and promote consumption during 
the Spring Festival holiday, so that 
people can enjoy a happy and peace
ful break,” he said.

The Ministry of Commerce has 
guided major local distribution net
works to strengthen coordination 
with production bases and expand 
sourcing channels to increase sup
ply.

Combined daily vegetable sup
plies in the eight largest wholesale 
marketplaces in Beijing have 
reached 22,000 metric tons, while 
that for pork exceeded 600 tons. The 
combined vegetable inventory of 
the five major wholesale marketpla
ces in Jiangxi province has reached 
9,000 tons while in Shenyang, Lia
oning province, the inventory of its 
three major wholesale marketpla
ces has exceeded 7,000 tons, Sheng 
said.

Shaanxi province, Jinan in 
Shandong province and Yinchuan 
in the Ningxia Hui autonomous 
region have released 23,500 tons, 
18,000 tons and 10,000 tons of veg
etables, respectively, from their 
reserves recently. Yinchuan has 
also released 500 tons of meat 
from local reserves.

Chen Zhijiang, a senior official 
with the State Administration for 
Market Regulation, said the SAMR 
has taken several measures to stabi
lize prices.

The SAMR will keep a close eye on 
any unreasonable changes in prices 
of key goods like foods and energy 
and travel-related services, in order 
to counter market-disrupting 
behaviors that may undermine mar
ket stability, he said.

The MOC is encouraging trading 
and distribution enterprises to 
maintain normal operations during 
the holiday, and wholesale market
places, supermarkets, e-commerce 
platforms and delivery enterprises 
are expected to provide services as 
normally as possible over the holi
day.

Municipalities like Beijing and 
Shanghai, and provinces like 
Guangdong, Jiangsu and Zhejiang 
have rolled out measures to encour
age working during the holiday. 
Special subsidies will be offered to 
people working during the holiday. 

Operations of various markets are 
currently stable. The Commerce Min
istry is prioritizing works related to 
retiring and expanding consump
tion, and has also made plans to hold 
300 events together with various 
authorities and industry associations 
to promote consumption throughout 
the year, said Sheng, the vice-minister 
of commerce.

He also said holiday inventories 
of daily necessities at large whole
sale markets and supermarket 
chains in various places have 
increased bj' 20 percent to 30 per
cent compared with the average lev
el of normal periods. The increase is 
about 10 percent year-on-year.

On Wednesday, prices of edible 
oils and grains stayed flat from a 
week ago, and the prices of meats 
fluctuated only marginally. The 
price of pork, for instance, declined 
2.7 percent, while that of beef 
increased 05 percent and mutton 
remained unchanged.

The average price of 30 varieties 
of vegetables rose 9.2 percent from a 
week ago but declined 5 percent 
year-on-year in the context of Chi
nese Lunar New Year.
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$870b figure in Nov lowest since June 
2010, shows financial management
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More people will be 
attracted to NEVs as 
they see more such 
vehicles on the road.”

supplies,
stable
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End of subsidies won’t put brakes on
2023 EV sales as demand revved up
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related to themes based on client 
requirements, while arranging for 
the production of the correspond
ing products.

“After completing the prepara
tions in China, we will ship the 
products and display equipment, 
as well as organize technicians to 
go to the site to install the equip
ment and display the fireworks,” 
said Li, adding the company has 
conducted several large-scale pro
jects in overseas markets including 
Malaysia and the United Arab 
Emirates since last year. There lias 
been a significant increase in for
eign orders for this kind of service. 

As 2022 marks the 60th anniver
sary of Algeria’s independence, the 
company sent 127 professional fire
works operators to travel to more 
than 50 Algerian cities and towns 
to carry out the displays at the 
same time on the same day in July 
last year.

Along with the team to Algeria, 
there were 760,000 rounds of vari
ous fireworks products, which 
were produced by the company 
within one month, he said.

Relying on the advantages of 
production, as well as the mastery 
of the characteristics and effects of 
fireworks products, many compa
nies in Liuyang have begun to pro
vide fireworks planning and 
display services for overseas clients 
in recent years, said Xiao Xianjun, 
director for technology at the over
seas business unit of Liuyang Jee- 
ton Fireworks Group Co Ltd.

“Foreign clients have booked 
more than 120 fireworks shows 
from us in 2022, up 20 percent 
from the previous year. These 
orders are mainly placed by clients 
in the Middle East, Central Asia 
and Europe,” Xiao said.

No 301, Zhoujiazhai, Zhoubei brigade, Linjiang village, Sanlin township, Pudong New Area, Shanghai 

[Farmers’ Residence Land Certificate of Hu Ji Zhai (Shangsan) Zi Di Linjiang-659; Sanlin Township Farmers’ 

Construction Land Certificate No 0005373], with Qian Mingyan as the farmers’ residence land user; No 262, 

Wangjiadu, Wangjiadu brigade, Linjiang village, Sanlin township [House and Real Estate Property Rights 

Certificate of Hu Fang Di Pu Zi (2007) No 017110; Sanlin Township Farmers’ Construction Land Certificate 

No 0004585], with Jin Huifang (deceased) and Wang Danming as the property rights owners; No 253, 

Wangjiadu, Wangjiadu brigade, Linjiang village, Sanlin township [Farmers’ Residence Land Certificate of Hu 

Ji Zhai (Shangsan) Zi Di Linjiang-330; Sanlin Township Farmers’ Construction Land Certificate No 0006693 

and No 0004261], with Xing Jinxian (deceased) and Ju Huifen as the farmers’ residence land users; No 240, 

Wangjiadu, Wangjiadu brigade, Linjiang village, Sanlin township [Farmers’ Residence Land Certificate of 

Hu Ji Zhai (Shangsan) Zi Di Linjiang-331], with Yin Linjuan (deceased) and Wang Huiming as the farmers’ 

residence land users; No 60 and No 61, Wangjiadu, Linjiang brigade, Linjiang village, Sanlin township 

[Farmers’ Residence Land Certificate of Hu Ji Zhai (Shangsan) Zi Di Linjiang-869], with Wang Maodi as the 

farmers’ residence land user.

According to the expropriation schemes approved by the document Hu Fu Tu [2017] No 815 and the “Notice 

on the Compensation Schemes for Houses on the Acquired Land” of Hu (Pu) Zheng Di Fang Bu Gao [2022] No 

71, the above mentioned properties have been included in the range of expropriation for the Binjiang Nature 

Park project of Sanlin township, Pudong New Area.

At present, the project has entered the compensation phase for the properties on the expropriated land. 

Related rights holders of the above properties cannot be contacted, so related property expropriation 

documents cannot be sent and negotiation cannot be conducted with you. Related rights holders of the 

above mentioned households are required to contact the expropriation implementing unit within seven 

days from the date of the publication of this notice and provide a valid property ownership (property rights) 

certificate, identity certificate, contact address and contact number to ensure the delivery of relevant 

property expropriation documents to negotiate compensation for the expropriation. If you fail to contact 

us within the time limit, this company will announce relevant affairs concerning the expropriation and 

compensation of your properties in accordance with the regulations through the bulletin board of this base.

Qian Mingyan (household); Jin Huifang (deceased), Wang Danming (household); Xing Jinxian (deceased), Ju 

Huifen (household); Yin Linjuan (deceased), Wang Huiming (household); Wang Maodi (household):

According to the expropriation schemes approved by the document Hu Fu Tu [2017] No 815 and the “Notice 

on the Compensation Schemes for Houses on the Acquired Land” of Hu (Pu) Zheng Di Fang Bu Gao [2022] 

No 71, the above mentioned properties have been included in the range of expropriation for the Bingjiang 

Nature Park project of Sanlin township, Pudong New Area.

It is hereby noticed that relevant documents will later be directly delivered to the co-owners to whom 

documents are able to be sent directly. The co-owners that receive the documents should transfer the 

documents to other co-owners of the same household. Co-owners of one household should negotiate 

relevant affairs as a whole.

has installed over 100,000 sensor- 
connected facilities, covering 
entire infrastructure, energy 
management and intelligent 
buildings.

The computing power support
ing the IoT port is stronger than 
traditional terminals, and has 
helped the terminal slash cargo 
loading and unloading times by 
26.2 percent, and increase anchor
ing time for ocean vessels by 28 
percent, said Yang Rong, general 
manager of the Tianjin Port No 2 
Container Terminal Co.

Yang said that since its zero-car
bon port was launched in 2021, many 
other ports globally have shown 
interest in the smart terminal.

“Some ports in the United Arab 
Emirates and Thailand have con
tacted us about visiting the terminal 
and believe that the terminal is 
expected to bring changes in the sec
tor,” Yang said.

Answering questions on its eco
nomic return, Yang said: “Last 
year the terminal did slow its 
pace to guarantee smooth opera
tion. This year, the port will be 
profitable.”

Tianjin Port reported that its 
wind and photovoltaic power 
installment hit 280,000 kilowatt- 
hours, generating green power of 60 
million kWh, saving 18,000 metric 
tons in coal equivalents and slash
ing carbon dioxide emissions of 
more than 50,000 tons.

At the factory of Liuyang Ding- 
teng Fireworks Co Ltd, a Liuyang, 
Hunan province-based pyrotechnic 
maker, workers are busy moving 
boxes into tracks. Some low-explo
sive de wees, used for entertainment 
and ceremonial purposes, are to be 
shipped and lit at events from 
K-pop music concerts in Seoul and 
movie festivals in Cannes, France 
and Venice, Italy to National Day 
celebrations and university gradua
tion ceremonies in many interna
tional locations later this year.

Even though the COVID-19 pan
demic and geo-economic head
winds have created operational 
difficulties and slowed business 
growth for many industries across 
the world in 2022, fireworks pro
ducers in China saw soaring over
seas orders as demand rebounded 
in both developed and developing 
markets.

As “the world’s fireworks capi
tal” Liuyang — which manufac
tures more than 60 percent of the 
fireworks for global markets — saw 
its exports surge 84.9 percent on a 
yearly basis to 6 billion yuan ($885 
million) in 2022, statistics from the 
city government showed.

“After exporting 400,000 boxes 
of fireworks in 2022, we are still 
holding more than 200,000 boxes 
of overseas orders in hand, 
thanks to the rebound of the 
European market,” said Peng 
Xuejun, president of the export 
unit at Liuyang Yihelong Fire
works Group Co Ltd.

Shanghai Pudong No 1 Property Expropriation Service Firm Co Ltd 

Jan 19, 2023

Office hours: 09:00 to 17:00, Monday to Friday

Contact address: Building 2, No 1500, Zuchongzhi Road, Pudong New Area, Shanghai, China 

Contact: Xu Jianzhong

Tel: 86-1358-5948-092

Supervision Hotline: 86-1391-6838-578

Property expropriation implementing unit: Shanghai Pudong No 1 Property Expropriation Service Firm Co Ltd 
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Last year, Tianjin Port saw its 
overall container throughput hit 21 
million twenty-foot equivalent 
units, creating a four-year record in 
terms of growth rate among the top 
10 ports globally.

Its zero-carbon ro-ro terminals 
are recognized by the China Clas
sification Society, which granted 
the port its carbon neutrality cer
tificate.

Tian Wei, general manager of 
the CCS, said: “We have complet
ed stringent and complicated 
examinations of the terminals 
and the port has taken the lead in 
China in advancing carbon neu
trality.”

Tianjin Port said its IoT port 

Tianjin Port said recently that 
one of its container terminals, 
which is powered by many 
advanced and green solutions, such 
as the internet of tilings, has been 
put into use.

The launch of such a terminal is 
a result of the port’s wholehearted 
efforts in answering the nation’s 
call in 2019 to further build the 
port into a pioneer among its peers 
in applying advanced technologies 
of IoT, big data and artificial intel
ligence technologies, and helping 
the nation achieve its carbon 
goals.

The container terminal marks 
the port’s latest achievement after 
its zero carbon terminal — section 
C of the Beijiang port area, Tian
jin Port, was launched in 2021.

The Tianjin Port’s zero-carbon 
roll-on roll-off, or ro-ro, terminals 
are also its three leading terminals. 
The list of such terminals is expect
ed to expand in the next few years, 
the port said.

Building such terminals is also to 
fulfill its commitment to carbon 
reduction and carbon neutrality, 
said Chu Bin, Party chief of theTian- 
jin Port Group.

Chu said the port has witnessed a 
series of achievements amid efforts 
to build itself into a top global port 
in the years to come.

He said that major festivals and 
national events in overseas mar
kets, such as Christmas, military 
parades and diplomatic activities, 
are the main drivers pushing fire
works orders to his company.

For instance, major foreign cit
ies, including Sydney, Bangkok, 
New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Miami and Las Vegas, all held vari
ous forms of fireworks displays on 
New Year’s eve of 2023, according 
to information released by Liuy- 
ang’s fireworks business associa
tion.

To ensure the safety of produc
tion and transportation, many 
companies in Liuyang have invest
ed heavily in upgrading their pro
duction lines and warehouses with 
more digital tools in recent years, 
said Kong Xiangquan, deputy 
director of Liuyang’s fireworks 
development center, a part of the 
city’s bureau of fireworks manage
ment.

With these changes, large and 
small parts of various fireworks 
can be automatically filled and 
assembled at their factories, said 
Kong.

In addition to exporting fire
works products, Liuyang’s fire
works display services have also 
gone overseas. Many companies in 
Liuyang have been receiving ser
vice orders for fireworks displays 
in foreign countries, he noted.

Li Wei, head of the overseas busi
ness unit at Liuyang Fengxin Fire
works Co Ltd, said that before the 
final lighting, the company’s engi
neers, designers and workers need 
to customize the fireworks display

Yang Rong, general manager 
of Tianjin Port No 2 Container 
Terminal Co

An increasing number of foreign 
enterprises have shown interest in 
expanding investment in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area in the next few 
years, a recent survey said.

According to the survey released 
by international banking corp 
HSBC, some 70 percent of overseas 
businesses indicated an intention 
to invest more in the GBA in the 
years ahead, while 27 percent 
would scale up business signifi
cantly.

In particular, respondents from 
markets involved in the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partner
ship are more optimistic about eco
nomic prospects in the GBA, with 
60 percent saying the economic 
growth of the GBA would exceed 
China’s average level in the next 
three years.

The RCEP agreement, which 
took effect at the beginning of 
2022, provides overseas enterpris
es with more convenience and 
opportunities to expand their 
businesses in China, the survey 
said.

The RCEP covers 15 Asia-Pacific 
countries, including 10 member 
states of the Association of South
east Asian Nations.

The survey covers six new mar
kets this year, including South 
Korea, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia, 
Thailand and the Philippines. 
About 3,400 enterprises in 16 mar
kets participated in the survey. The
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continuous and is planned for the 
long term, as local authorities have 
pledged to encourage more high- 
quality foreign investment.

According to Guangdong’s gov
ernment work report at the annual 
session of the local legislative meet
ing, which concluded on Monday, 
the province will further optimize 
its foreign trade structure, encour
age more foreign investment and 
develop closer international eco
nomic relations.

“The consumer market in the 
GBA is one of the biggest and most 
vibrant markets in China, with a 
large population of young consum
ers,” Lee said.

Carlsberg China is now building a 
brewery in Foshan, a city located in 
the GBA. The brewery is scheduled 
to open in 2024 and become one of 
the company’s largest production 
bases in the country.

The production base in Foshan 
will be a flagship brewery of 
Carlsberg in terms of intelligent 
manufacturing and green produc
tion, with investment in the first 
phase worth about 3 billion yuan 
($442.6 million) and a planned 
production capacity of 500,000 
kiloliters.

“Our investment in Guangdong 
was never meant for the short 
term. In the future, we will take 
full advantage of the preferential 
policies the local government 
offers to transnationals and pur
sue high-quality development 
while meeting consumers’ 
increasing need for high-quality 
products,” Lee said.

respondents are either currently 
operating in China or seeking to 
enter the Chinese market in the 
near future.

For respondents from RCEP mar
kets, Guangzhou, capital of Guang
dong province, is their top 
destination for investment followed 
by Hong Kong and Shenzhen, the 
survey said.

The GBA covers nine cities in 
Guangdong and the Hong Kong and 
Macao special administrative 
regions.

Boasting many geographical 
advantages and a sizeable market 
closely linked to many other for
eign markets, the GBA is set to 
become an important hub with 
strong ties with ASEAN members 
under the RCEP agreement, said 
Daniel Chan, head of the Greater 
Bay Area of HSBC.

“Our survey shows that techno
logical advancement and the large 
scale of the consumer market in the 
GBA are major attractions for over
seas enterprises. The region will 
serve as a gateway for the Chinese 
mainland to open its markets wid
er and drive further growth of 
cross-border trade and invest
ment,” Chan said.

Some 31 percent of surveyed 
enterprises from RCEP member 
countries aimed to significantly 
grow their presence in the GBA in 
the next three years, approximately 
10 percent more than those from 
other countries.

Lee Chee Kong, president of 
Carlsberg China, said the company’s 
investment in Guangdong would be 

Some ports in the 
United Arab Emirates 
and Thailand have 
contacted us about 
visiting the terminal 
and believe that the 
terminal is expected 
to bring changes in 
the sector.”

Major cities worldwide look to Liuyang 
to spark displays at big celebrations
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BUSINESSFOCUS

WORLD ‘BUZZING’ OVER CHINESE PRODUCTS
Maker of beekeeping gear, like other small, medium-sized businesses, finds sweet success in exports
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Zhang Kuo, president of Alibaba.com Apiarists collect honey in Haian, Jiangsu province, in April, zhai huiyong / for china daily

Big gains overseas highlight laser equipment firms
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By ZHAO RUIXUE in Jinan
zhax)ruixue@chinadaily.cmn.cn

industrial park nowunder construction has 
attracted eight equipment development and 
production companies, including top play
ers Penta Laser’ and HG Laser. The park 
expects to attract 50 companies and create

1,500jobs, local government officials said. 
The industry is expected to continue to 

develop rapidly as China encourages intelli
gent and high-quality manufacturing, 
according to Huaon.com.
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laser technologies to produce customized 
and high-end products.

Raytu is one of the hundreds of Shan- 
dong-based companies targeting the laser 
industry for both domestic and overseas 
markets.

China’s transition to new, high-tech 
industries has boosted demand for laser 
equipment domestically, experts said. 
Laser cutting and welding machines are 
used in many factories to improve prod
uct quality, reduce costs and enhance 
competitiveness.

To tap the market, Jinan has built a com
munity of 45 companies and organizations 
dedicated to laser equipment innovation 
and entrepreneurship. It has developed an 
industry chain that covers research, devel
opment and production of crystal materials, 
chips, laser sources and other laser equip
ment, officials said.

Laser equipment produced in Jinan is 
sold in more than 180 countries and regions. 

In Linyi, Shandong, a laser technology

By ZHU WENQIAN
zhuwenqian@chinadaily. com.cn

been put into mass production, substan
tially bringing down prices of laser cutting 
machines,” said Ma Tongwei, general man
ager of Shandong Raytu Laser Technology 
Co Ltd, a high-tech enterprise based in 
Jinan, Shandong province.

In 2020, Ma entered the laser equipment 
market, mainly laser cutting machines, which 
fell in price from 1 million yuan ($147,400) to 
300,000 yuan over several years.

Raytu’s exports have continued to grow 
over the past three years. Sales in 2022 were 
expected to double those of 2021, Ma said.

Laser cutting machines are widely used 
across the world, including in developing 
countries like Brazil and Thailand, said 
Alibaba.com.

The business-to-business platform that 
helps facilitate foreign trade expects China 
to have a 30 percent share of the total global 
laser equipment supply in five years.

Ma is betting big on die field, spending 20 
percent of the company’s annual sales 
income on research and development of

X’>■

Russia and Ukraine, we have gained 
more orders and business growth 
opportunities,” said Meng Shaowei, 
company president.

Facing global market uncertainty. 
Multi-sweet said it plans to keep improv
ing product quality and accelerate its 
overseas expansion, especially in mar
kets involved in the Belt and Road Initia
tive and the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership agreement.

The RCEP agreement, which took 
effect on Jan 1,2022, includes 15 Asia-Pa
cific countries. It is expected that over 
tiie next two decades, the pact will 
reduce up to 90 percent of tariffs on 
goods traded among its members.

Alibaba’s recent report also listed the 
top 10 export products in 2022. The list 
included laser cutting equipment, 
FIFA World Cup derivative products, 
camping tents, electric bicycles, false 
eyelashes and self-adhesive nail stick
ers, household solar energy systems, 
electrothermal pads, prefabricated 
houses and wall-mounted charging 
equipment.

In the past year, sales of nail stickers 
and false eyelashes rose significantly, as 
more overseas consumers looked for 
easy and less expensive ways to improve 
their looks and express themselves. The 
popularity of camping tents and bee
keeping equipment is indicative of a 
back-to-nature trend, Alibaba said.

The list also indicates new trends in 
overseas consumption, and highlights 
the responsiveness of China’s industrial 
chain, which rapidly fulfills foreign 
demand. Many domestically produced 
consumer goods feature good quality at 
attractive prices. They have become a 
key driver for exports, as cost perform
ance has become a more important con
sideration for overseas consumers due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Alibaba 
report said.

Wei Jianguo, vice-chairman of the 
China Center for International Econom
ic Exchanges, said with the implementa
tion of a series of high-level opening-up 
measures, China’s foreign trade volume 
is expected to continue to grow. 

“In the long term, as enterprises put 
more emphasis on digital technologies 
and their operational capabilities con
tinue to improve, their sensitivity and 
responsiveness in capturing changing 
demand in the overseas markets will 
improve even more,” Wei said.

The increasing popularity' of beekeep
ing overseas has meant a growing export 
market in the past few years for Henan 
Multi-sweet Biotech Co Ltd, a profes
sional beekeeping equipment manufac
turer that is mainly an exporter.

In the past four years, the Zheng
zhou, Henan province-based company 
has seen its orders jump more than 30 
percent annually, with exports 
accounting for about 80 percent of the 
total, company officials said. It is 
involved in beekeeping management, 
the development of beekeeping equip
ment and machinery, animal husband
ry and consultation services for 
apiculture development.

Multi-sweet, founded in 2003, began 
cross-border e-commerce trading on Ali- 
baba.com in 2009. By 2017, it was trading 
products on five cross-border e-com- 
merce sites. Next, it plans to set up over
seas warehouses in some areas of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America to provide 
products that are of good value and at 
lower costs, the company said.

In early December, Alibaba released a 
report that reflected the export success 
of goods produced by private small and 
medium-sized companies in China, 
demonstrating the connectedness of 
China’s economy with the world.

The foreign trade market faced big 
fluctuations in 2022, said Zhang Kuo, 
president of Alibaba.com. But Chinese 
merchants showed their resilience, and 
China’s foreign trade sector demonstrat
ed the potential for high-quality growth. 

“Products that are made in China 
have become the most reliably availa
ble part of the world’s supply chain. The 
list of popular domestically made prod
ucts, which is constantly growing, indi
cates that China’s supply is playing an 
increasingly important role in the glob
al industrial chain coordination,” 
Zhang said.

Multi-sweet has expanded its business 
to more than 190 countries and regions, 
including North America, Europe, Aus
tralia, Africa, the Middle East and South
east Asia.

“Leisure beekeeping has increasing
ly become a way to relax, just like fish
ing in some countries. Ukraine used to 
be a big supplier of beekeeping equip
ment, but due to the conflict between
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Delicate metal flowers made by a laser-cutting machine are displayed during a
machinery expo in Qingdao, Shandong province, in August, u ziheng / xinhua

Beekeepers check hives in Yichang, Hubei province, in April. 
ZHENG JIA YU / FOR CHINA DAILY

X

- O-- ’

£ The list of popular domestically made 
products, which is constantly growing, 

indicates that China’s supply is playing an 
increasingly important role in the global industrial 
chain coordination.”
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Laser-cutting machines made in China 
are gaining a greater share of overseas buy
ers. For that, business executives largely 
credit domestic development and produc
tion of laser sources, the core part of the 
equipment.

Over 326,300 laser cutting machines were 
sold to overseas markets during the first 
three quarters of 2022, a year-on-year 
increase of 76.4 percent, with sales amount
ing to $1.23 billion, according to Hua- 
on.com, an information consulting 
platform.

The United States, South Korea and Rus
sia are the top three markets by export value 
for laser cutting machines made in China. 

“Domestic companies have made break
throughs in developing and producing the 
core parts, such as the laser sources, which 
were once dependent on buying from over
seas producers, and the core parts have
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Ruud beaten as Open loses another top seed
Tournament’s No 1 and 2 men fail to make it past Grand Slam second round for first time in 20 years
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before he was supposed to fly over
seas.

AGENCIES

SOCCER

Man United halted by Palace ahead of Arsenal showdown
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AGENCIES

Who could buy Manchester United and how much is it worth?

REUTERS
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Jim Ratcliffe's company INEOS for
mally entered the bidding process to 

buy Manchester United on Tuesday, 

months after the club owners, the Glaz

er family, said they were considering 
selling the club as they explore “strate
gic alternatives".

If the Glazers decided to follow 
through with a sale of the Premier 

League club, here are some of the pos
sible buyers:

are fears he might be priced out with 
some analyst estimates putting the 

club's worth at more than $4.5 billion.

Middle Eastern Investors 
United's local rival Manchester City 

are bankrolled by the Abu Dhabi United 

Group, while Saudi Arabia’s Public
Investment Fund completed a 300 mil

lion pound buyout of Newcastle United 
in 2021.

Paris St Germain is owned by 
Qatar Sports Investments (QSI) and 

rumors have swirled that investors 

from another Gulf country may be

bidding, said that interest from the 
United States and Asia is also expected.

Jim Ratcliffe
British billionaire Ratcliffe, a long

standing fan of the 20-times English

United’s unlikely title challenge, but 
the improvement in his team lias 
been evident on the back of nine 
straight wins before Palace, includ
ing a 2-1 victory against second- 
place Manchester City last weekend. 

“When you’re winning with two 
minutes to go and Palace don’t create 
anything except one from a corner 
and one from the free kick, you don’t 
expect to drop points,” Ten Hag said. 

“We have to invest more to get 
that second goal and then not be in 
that situation that a lucky moment 
costs you.

“In the second half we had a lot of 
space to kill them and go for die sec
ond goal.

“I never saw we really went forthe 
second goal. It’s difficult to say why. I 
have to criticize my team. Go forthe 
second.”

United remains the only team to 
have beaten Arsenal in the league this 
season and a repeat performance at 
the Emirates Stadium would have 
been a major statement of intent.

It still could be, but the draw with 
Palace will feel like a missed oppor
tunity after Bruno Fernandes had 
opened the scoring in the 43rd. 

United, who hasn’t won the title

since 2013, can still put a little pres
sure on Arsenal if it beats the Gun
ners in north London.

“We have to take the lesson. You 
can’t change it (the end of the win
ning run). We’re looking forward,” 
Ten Hag said.

“Look to Arsenal and make a

topping Shelby Rogers 6-3,6-1 after 
trailing 3-1 early, and No 19 Ekateri
na Alexandrova beat Taylor Towns
end 1-6,6-2,6-3.

“I literally have the chills, because 
the fans here are just incredible,” 
said Volynets, who reached the third 
round of a Grand Slam tournament 
for the first time. “I’ve never played 
in a stadium this packed and with 
that many people keeping the ener
gy up for me. It was awesome.”

Brooksby was supposed to enter 
the Australian Open a year ago but 
came down with COVID-19 the day

Red Knights
In 2010, the Red Knights, a group 

involving former English Football 
League chair Keith Harris, then Gold

man Sachs chief economist Jim O'Neill, 
and British investor Paul Marshall put a 

plan to buy the club on hold due to 
"speculation in the media of inflated 

valuation aspirations.”
O'Neill and Marshall wrote to United 

co-chairman Joel Glazer in 2021 seek

ing immediate corporate governance

m ri

dick at the 2003 US Open. 
By reaching the third round, 

Brooksby joined countrymen Ben 
Shelton, Tommy Paul and J. J. Wolf, 
who also won Thursday, along with 
McDonald, No 16 Frances Tiafoe 
and No 29 Sebastian Korda, who all 
won Wednesday.

Shelton beat qualifier Nicolas Jar- 
ry of Chile 7-6 (3), 7-6 (3), 7-5; Paul 
came back to edge No 30 Alejandro 
Davidovich Fokina of Spain 6-2,2-6, 
6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-4; and Wolf breezed 
past No 23 Diego Schwartzman of 
Argentina 6-1,6-4,6-4.

former pro player.
The biggest problem for Brooksby 

was closing this one out. He held a 
trio of match points while trying to 
serve for the victory at 5-3 in the 
third set but could not cash any of 
them in.

Ruud raced through the end of 
that set, but Brooksby righted him
self in the fourth, jumping out to a 
3-0 lead. Brooksby finished things 
off 1 hour, 15 minutes after his first 
chance.

When tiie match ended, Brooksby 
said, “The first thing that popped to 
my mind was I was just proud of my 
mental resolve just to stay focused 
out there.”i4

fourth round match with Boreham 
Wood or Accrington Stanley after a 
5-2 rout of Cardiff in their third 
round replay.

“Hopefully this is the first of 
many, many good years here to 
come,” Brooksby said.

His unusual playing style, includ
ing his two-handed backhand vol
leys, and ability to track down 
opponent’s shots, were trouble for 
Ruud, who took a medical timeout 
after the second set because of a 
bothersome abdominal muscle.

“He was annoyingly good today,” 
said Ruud, a 24-year-old Norwe
gian coached by his father, a

proper plan. The players have to 
make sure they’re ready.”

United moved up from fourth to 
third in the league — level on points 
with Manchester City.

While Ten Hag and his United 
players were left frustrated, Leeds 
can look forward to an FA Cup

MANCHESTER, England — Man
chester United’s title momentum 
was dramatically halted Wednesday 
ahead of its visit to Premier League 
leader Arsenal on the weekend.

Leading Crystal Palace 1-0 after 
90 minutes at Seihurst Park, United 
looked set to rack up a 10th straight 
win in all competitions and move up 
to second in the table, just six points 
off the top.

Michael Olise, however, com
pletely changed the mood of the 
night by scoring a free kick in the 
first minute of stoppage time to earn 
Palace a 1-1 draw.

“We were 1-0 up. In the second 
half we had a lot of space to kill them 
and go for the second. I never saw we 
really went for the second goal,” 
United manager Erik ten Hag said. 
“It’s difficult to say (why). I have to 
criticize my team. Go for the second.” 

Ten Hag’s frustration was evident 
after a result that changes the narra
tive going into the game against 
Arsenal.

Now, instead of being able to cut 
tiie Londoners’ lead to three points, 
defeat would leave United 11 points 
adrift having played a game more. 

Ten Hag has so for talked down

Leeds relief
Leeds put its league straggles 

behind it with a morale-boosting 
win in the FA Cup.

The 5-2 victory against second- 
tier Cardiff ended a seven-game 
winless streak in all competitions.

“A lot of Americans doing really 
well right now, and we’re all pushing 
each other,” said Brooksby, who now 
will face Paul. “Just looking forward 
to the next one.”

There was also a big win for an 
American woman Thursday: 
21-year-old qualifier Katie Volynets 
defeated No 9-seeded Veronika 
Kudermetova of Russia 6-4,2-6,6-2. 

Volynets next plays China’s 23 rd 
seed Zhang Shuai, who demolished 
Croatia’s Petra Martie, 6-3,6-3.

Elsewhere, No 5 Aryna Sabalenka 
improved her 2023 record to 6-0 by

Zhang Shuai of China plays a forehand return to Petra Martie of Croatia during their second round match at the Australian Open in Mel
bourne, Australia, on Thursday. Zhang, seeded 23rd, eased past Martie 6-3,6-3. ap

champions, declared his interest in 
August but said two months later he 

was told by the Glazers the Premier 
League side was not for sale when he 

contacted the family.
On Tuesday, his company INEOS for

mally entered the bidding process. 

Ratcliffe failed last year in an attempt 
to buy London club Chelsea, ultimately 

bought by an investment group led by 
American Todd Boehly and Clearlake 

Capital.
Ratcliffe's name was widely men

tioned among United fans as someone 

many would welcome, although there

keen on buying United.
Bloomberg News reported this week 

that United, Tottenham Hotspur or Liv
erpool were being targeted by QSI for a 

potential acquisition.
Spurs, however, said: "there is no 

truth in reports that a meeting took 

place regarding the sale of equity in the 
club':

Saudi Arabia Sports Minister Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Turki Al-Faisal confirmed 

to Sky Sports his country’s intention of 
taking over United.

The Times newspaper, which first 

reported Ratcliffe's INEOS entering the

I

Casemiro blow
As if a trip to high-flying Arsenal 

on Sunday isn’t daunting enough, 
United will be without one of its 
most influential players.

Casemiro picked up a fifth yellow 
card of the season against Palace, 
meaning tiie midfielder will be sus
pended for Sunday’s game.

“He’s a really important player for 
us and a reason we’re in this posi
tion. But last time we beat Arsenal 
without Casemiro. We need to do it 
again,” said Ten Hag.

Casemiro has been one of United’s 
best players this season, losing just 
two of the 18 games he’s started 
since joining from Real Madrid in 
the summer.

reforms, after the club's ill-fated plan 
last year to be part of a European Super 
League was met with widespread criti

cism.
The Manchester Evening News 

reported in November O'Neill may con
sider pursuing a takeover but only if the 

Glazers lower their current "unrealistic" 
demands.

Asked by the BBC at the time if he 
needed to raise four billion pounds to 

buy United, O'Neill said: "I'm not sure if 
it'll necessarily be that much, but let's 

see.”

I?
Nadal out for 6 to 8 weeks 

Spanish world No 2 Nadal said 
on Thursday he will be sidelined 
for up to eight weeks after suffering 
a left hip flexor injury during his 
shock exit from the Australian 
Open.

The 36-year-old wrote on Twitter 
that scans showed a moderate mus
cle tear.

“I have carried out medical tests 
after the defeat yesterday," the 
22-time Grand Slam winner said, 
adding that they showed “a grade- 
two lesion in tiie iliacus psoas of the 
left leg”.

“Normal recovery time six to eight 
weeks,” he said, adding that he 
would now rest and undergo anti
inflammatory physiotherapy.

The projected timeline puts his 
participation at the ATP 1000 Indi
an Wells and Miami events in March 
in doubt, which would see him 
plunge down the rankings.

Nadal will more likely target 
being ready for the clay-court sea
son in mid-April, leading into the 
French Open in May where he will 
be chasing a 15 th title.

The defending champion 
slumped out of the Australian Open 
on Wednesday to 65th-ranked 
American Mackenzie McDonald in 
the second round - his worst Grand 
Slam result in seven years.

MELBOURNE, Australia - 
Oh-so-close to completing a 
straight-set upset of No 2 seed Cas
per Ruud at tiie Australian Open, 
Jenson Brooksby frittered away 
three match points, sat down at a 
changeover and began yelling at 
himself.

“How?! How?! God!!”
His face was flush, his emotions 

unhidden, his game unraveling. 
Soon enough, that set slipped away, 
as Ruud’s confidence seemed to 
surge and Brooksby’s collapse 
momentarily continued. And then, 
in a blink, Brooksby was back in 
charge, taking command immedi
ately in the fourth set along the way 
to a 6-3,7-5, 6-7 (4), 6-2 victory over 
Ruud and a spot in a surprisingly 
American-filled third round at Mel
bourne Park.

“I was getting a little more frus
trated out there that I didn’t close it 
out, and my mentality was changing 
a little bit,” said the 39th-ranked 
Brooksby, who is making his Austra
lian Open debut. “Those are the situ
ations you have to handle 
sometimes in matches, and you’re 
going to face. I think the biggest 
question is: How do you respond? I 
just told myself to reset.”

So leave it to a pair of 20-some- 
thing Californians to rid the men’s 
bracket of its two highest seeded 
players: Brooksby, 22, delivered his 
unexpected triumph at the same 
stage and in the same stadium that 
Mackenzie McDonald, 27, defeated 
No 1 seed and defending champion 
Rafael Nadal a day earlier. That 
makes this the first Grand Slam 
tournament since the 2002 Austra
lian Open that the Nos 1-2 seeds 
lost before the end of the second 
round.

These exits are a big deal. Nadal 
owns a men’s-record 22 Grand Slam 
titles. Ruud was the runner-up at 
the French Open to Nadal last June 
and at the US Open to Carlos Alca
raz last September.

Also a big deal: The progress of US 
men through the year’s first major 
championship. None has won a 
Grand Slam title since Andy Rod-

1

It took a 90th-minute goal from 
Sonny Perkins to salvage a 2-2 draw 
in the original game but the replay 
was a much more one-sided affair. 

Leeds led 3-0 after 36 minutes 
with two goals from Wilfried Gnon- 
to and another from Rodrigo. Gnon- 
to gave Leeds a flying start with a 
stunning volley inside the opening 
minute and fired home his second 
after Rodrigo had struck his 11th 
goal of the season.

Patrick Bamford struck twice in 
the second half, while Callum Rob
inson pulled two back for Cardiff.

Premier League survival remains 
Leeds’ priority as it sits just two 
points clear of the relegation zone. 

“I felt very strongly before tiie 
game that we were ready for a 
strong performance. I told the team 
that. This was obviously an impor
tant moment for us, but it’s just 
another moment in the develop
ment we’re trying to create,” Leeds 
manager Jesse Marsch said. 

“An important moment to gather 
momentum, but hard to say valida
tion because we still have so much to 
do.”
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Michael Olise (unseen) scores a Crystal Palace's equalizer during a 
Premier League draw against Manchester United at Seihurst Park in 
south London on Wednesday, afp
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Cool new pastime on the rise
More people in China are pitting their wits against sheer walls of ice, reaching new personal heights in the process
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ment. In order to grow, Chinese ice climbing 
athletes will need to compete in more high- 
level international events, and always keep 
their passion.

“But there are more people starting to dis
cover the sport, and I’m confident in its quick 
growth hi China. The sport needs more pro
motion and we want people to know that ice 
climbing is very safe. We are also working on 
holding more grassroots events for the pub
lic to attend.”

BySHIFUTIAN
shifutian@chinadaily.com.cn

Although it’s still a young sport in China, 
ice climbing is attracting a greater number of 
people to pick up ice axes and put on cram
pons in bid to test their strength and perse
verance against the trickiest of terrains.

Among the enthusiasts is Yu Kaiyi, who, 
since 2014, has been head of an ice climbing 
club in Beijing. He and his fellow club mem-

tliey must carefully choose the route of their 
ascent. So, ice climbing can change a people a 
lot. Participants, regardless of age group, 
become stronger, physically and mentally”

Eleven-year-old Xu Mingxie is one of the 
youngsters who has gained confidence and a 
passion for the sport since joining Yu’s club. 
This is the third winter on the icefalls for Xu, 
who is also a rock climber.

“I used to believe ice climbing was easier 
than rock climbing, because it seemed that it 
didn’t require as many skills and more tools 
could be used. However, I was wrong,” Xu 
told China Daily.

“For ice climbers, we need to control both 
our body and the tools. I cried a lot at the very 
beginning, and I thought about giving up. 
However, I persuaded myself and kept try
ing. After three years of training, I have 
gained courage and confidence. Now I real
ize that we can only truly trust ourselves aft
er we overcome our doubts.”

Witnessing the growth of a younger gener
ation of ice climbers is always an encourage
ment for Yu to maintain his passion for the 
sport. Yu had his first taste of ice climbing at 
an event in Sichuan province in the winter of 
2010, when he was instantly attracted by the 
great views of the icefall and the cool equip
ment.

“Using this gear to climb the ice is an expe
rience that no other sport can provide. The 
most important motivation for ice climbers 
is that we always want to climb higher and 
reach a point that others haven’t, so that we 
can be die first to see the great views,” Yu 
added.

Ice climbers can be found in cities across 
China. One example is a three-day ice climb
ing festival hosted at Siguniang Mountain in

bers are now seizing every opportunity to 
level up their skills, as there are only about 
three months in the year when conditions 
allow for ice climbing in the capital.

“Recently, we have been holding training 
sessions every week, as the window for us to 
practice is quite short Time is the most valu
able thing,” Yu, who is also a referee at inter
national ice climbing events, told China 
Daily during one of the club’s training ses
sions at Yunmengxia Valley in Beijing’s 
Miyun district.

“Despite the pandemic, the ice climbers 
have returned to the icefalls this year. For 
them, tills is more than just a sport. If s an 
activity that can bring you a great sense of 
achievement and positive energy.

“It’s also a sport for sharing. All the partici
pants, be they rivals or teammates, can share 
and grow together through training sessions 
and competitions. They might face the same 
challenge, which will unite them in a shared 
experience, and in the way they solve these 
problems.”

However, ice climbing is not an easy sport 
for the beginner. Yu said that not all mem
bers in his club showed a great amount of 
passion and confidence the first time they 
tried the sport, but most will gradually begin 
to enjoy the challenge of attempting reach an 
even higher point on the icefall.

“There are both children and adults in our 
club. Their passion towards the sport grows 
as they keep practicing. To be honest, it’s not 
an easy sport, because the environment is 
harsh, given the cold temperature, as are the 
challenges provided by the shape of the ice
falls,” Yu added.

“It’s a tough test of people’s physical 
strength, mentality and strategic thinking, as

Ice climbers in Beijing have only about 
three months each winter to practice on 
the icefalls, usually between December 
and February. Most of the climbers will 
switch to rock climbing during the 
summer months, wei xiaohao / china daily

Sichuan province.
The 13 th edition of the festival was held on 

Dec 31 and, alongside competitions, the festi
val also featured ice climbing experience ses
sions and themed parties, attracting 
newcomers and regular exponents of the 
sport, alike. Over 40 competitors took part 
this year, while more than 200 ice climbers 
have visited the mountain this winter.

Wu Pengcheng was one of the visitors 
attracted to try the sport at Siguniang Moun
tain. The 32-year-old was in awe of the ice
fall’s beauty when he decided to pick up the 
axes 5 years ago.

“I started ice climbing back in 2017 at Sigu
niang Mountain. I was shocked by the differ
ent shapes, colors and conditions on the 
icefall. When you hit the ice with the ax, you 
can feel the different textures under the 
blade.” said Wu.

“Some parts are fragile, but others are sol
id. You just think about trying to find a way 
to ascend such a slippery and unstable, but 
beautiful, surface. Climbers are cautious, 
and use all the skills they can. Even the 
sound of the tools hitting the ice is part of the 
sport’s charm.”

More grassroots activities and more par
ticipants are what the sport needs to grow in 
China. As a club owner and a competition 
referee, Yu hopes that more people will get a 
taste for ice climbing, and is confident in the 
sport’s future in China.

“Ice climbing is still a very young sport in 
the country, although we have hosted some 
high-level events here. Honestly speaking, 
on a professional level, there is still quite a 
gap between us and the global powerhouses 
of the sport,” said Yu.

“There is still a lot of room for improve-
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Every weekend since late December, a group of ice climbers of different age groups challenge themselves on an icefall at Yunmengxia Valley in Beijing's Miyun district, wei xiaohao / china daily
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Most countries have welcomed 
China’s move to optimize its pan
demic prevention and control 
measures, but some have adopted 
discriminatory entry measures 
against Chinese tourists in violation 
of science and facts.

The United States, Japan and 
the Republic of Korea are among 
the countries that have taken dis
criminatory measures against Chi
nese tourists, with Japan imposing 
new quarantine requirements on 
travelers from China from Jan 8, 
and the ROK suspending die issu
ance of short-term visas for Chi
nese citizens from Jan 2 to 31 as 
well as the plan to increase flights 
from China.

As neighbors, Japan and the ROK 
enjoy close economic ties with Chi
na and there is no reason for them 
not to welcome China’s resumption 
of normal personnel exchanges.

China’s State Council Informa
tion Office released a white paper 
titled “China’s Green Development 
in the New Era” on Thursday. 

The white paper aims to present 
a full picture of China’s ideas, 
actions and achievements in green 
development in the new era, and to 
share with the world the country’s 
experience in this regard. 

Green development promotes the 
harmonious coexistence between 
humanity and nature. It seeks to 
obtain the maximum social and 
economic benefits at the minimum 
cost of resources and environmen
tal impacts. It is sustainable and 
high-quality development that not 
only recognizes the value of the 
ecology and the environment but its 
vulnerability to over-exploitation. 

Over the past 10 years, China has 
firmly upheld the belief that lucid 
waters and lush mountains are 
invaluable assets. The people-cen
tered philosophy is a governing 
principle of the country, and a 
sound ecological environment is

However, as major US allies, it is no 
surprise that they have set restrict
ive entry measures against Chinese 
tourists given the Joe Biden admin
istration’s intensified attempt to 
advance the “Indo-Pacific strategy! 

Over the past three years, China’s 
strict epidemic containment meas
ures have contributed to stopping 
the global spread of the pandemic. 
Whatever measures China adopted, 
there was no discrimination 
against foreigners. Even the lifting 
of nucleic acid testing 48 hours 
before traveling to China applies 
equally, without leaving any coun
try out

Infections are peaking in many 
places in China, but health experts 
point out that the virus strain circu
lating in China has already spread 
around the world, which means the 
restrictions imposed by Japan and 
the ROK on Chinese tourists are

“I will sign it,” Greg Abbott, 
freshly re-elected Texas governor 
for the third time, tweeted on Mon
day. He was referring to a bill filed 
in the state legislature, which if 
passed will ban citizens, govern
ments and entities from China, 
Iran, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and Russia from 
purchasing land in Texas. Its mov
er, Republican state Senator Lois 
Kolkhorst, specifically said that 
“the past several years have seen 
more Texans alarmed by the 
increased acquisition of land by 
primarily Chinese interests”. 

Her admitting that she was 
against China makes one wonder 
where that hatred comes from. A 
local Texas media outlet, The Cen-

are all necessary to defuse risks in the process of 
opening-up, and plug loopholes in the market 
supervision so as to prevent monopoly practices 
and encourage healthy market competition.

It is a distortion to ignore the inherent connections 
of these moves with other macro-adjustment actions, 
and overgeneralize the overall trend of the Chinese 
economy as becoming more introverted and closed, if 
not the intention of the Party, from that partial obser
vation. That prejudiced analysis caters to the China
bashing forces in the US, and serves their push to 
decouple the US economy from that of China, as well 
as their attempts to pervert the goals of the CPC.

Those parroting that biased appraisal are simply 
disregarding the crucial role the private economy 
plays in China. The private sector accounts for 
more than 50 percent of the government’s tax reve
nue, over 60 percent of the country’s gross domes
tic product, over 70 percent of innovations, more 
than 80 percent of jobs and over 90 percent of the 
number of enterprises and businesses.

The difficulties the private economy feces origi
nate from multiple factors, as well as some institu
tional restrictions, rather than the Party or the 
government, which instead have remained stead- 
fest in supporting its healthy development and 
maintaining its dynamism through deepening sys
tematic reforms and using suitable policy tools in 
ways that comply with both the actual situation in 
China and the practices of the world market.

That is why the connections between China and 
the world economy have only become stronger and 
closer, and China remains a magnet for investment

the fairest public good and the 
most inclusive public benefit. 

China lias prioritized conservation 
and green development awareness, 
promoted the comprehensive green 
transformation of economic and 
social development and achieved 
modernization based on seeking har
mony between humanity and nature. 

In that process, the country has 
applied a systematic approach to 
the whole process of economic and 
social development. It has taken a 
sound approach to the relation
ships between development and 
conservation, between overall and 
local interests, and between the 
present and the future. 

It has taken a scientific, moderate 
and orderly approach to the use of 
geographical area, and promoted a 
sound economic structure that 
facilitates green, low-carbon, and 
circular development It has fos
tered an institutional system that 
combines both constraints and 
incentives to coordinate industrial 
restructuring, pollution control,
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+44(0)2073988270
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admitted that the Dutch government had been 
talking “with the Americans for a long time” but 
Washington “couldn’t say that because they have 
put pressure on us for two years”, now that it had 
introduced its new restrictions, the Netherlands 
had to agree, “we will not”

Nonetheless, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida reportedly had “very productive” talks last 
week on semiconductor-related export controls on 
China, when he met with Biden in Washington on 
Jan 13. Japan’s Ambassador to the United States 
Koji Tbmita said after their meeting that it was a 
complicated issue that required coordination with 
the industry, but that both Japan and the US 
expected progress on the issue in coming weeks.

And following his conversation with Biden, Rutte 
said that “step by step we will be able to reach a good 
outcome in cooperation” Which should serve as a 
reminder to China that it cannot pin its hopes on oth
ers. It must reinforce its resolve to secure self-reliance 
in science and technology.

Contrary to what the US seems to believe, China is 
not trying to usurp the US’ technological hegemony 
per se. The country’s sights are firmly set on the global 
frontiers of science and technology as that serves 
national economic development and thus people’s 
well-being. In doing so, that will also produce benefits 
for the world. Collaboration and cooperation are the 
driving force for scientific progress, the US attempts 
to dictate who can have dealings with who are van- 
dalous spanners being thrown into the works.

ntemational efforts aimed at reviving the Irani
an nuclear deal were largely stalled in 2022, and 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s remarks 
on Tuesday thatthe United States no longer con

siders reaching an agreement with Iran over its 
nuclear program a priority paint a gloomier picture 
for the prospects of the multilateral agreement

At a news conference in Washington alongside 
United Kingdom Foreign Secretary James Cleverly, 
Blinken again put the blame on the Iranian side, 
alleging that Iran had long rejected the possibility 
of reviving the 2015 agreement, and warned Teher
an of “consequences” for its actions.

Obviously, the Joe Biden administration is allow
ing the US’ political differences with the Islamic state 
to overshadow international negotiations on keep
ing the nuclear deal alive. When US President Joe 
Biden took office in January 2021, he announced he 
had decided to reverse his predecessor’s decision to 
withdraw from the Iran deal, formally known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, and would 
rejoin it through rounds of indirect negotiations 
with Iran, alongside other relevant parties, starting 
in Vienna in April 2021.

But the Vienna talks were suspended in March 
due to political discord between Teheran and 
Washington and were only resumed after a five- 
month hiatus in August. In the most recent round 
of talks, the European Union put forward the final

ter Square, recently quoted a 2022 
National Association of Realtors 
report as saying that Chinese inves
tors accounted for 6 percent of for
eign buyers who spent over $6 
billion on US real estate between 
March 2021 and March 2022, with 
the top foreign buyers being from 
Canada and Mexico.

Chinese people around the world 
are benefiting local economies with 
their action. They open restaurants 
that provide jobs, grow vegetables 
that green the environment, and 
befriend locals by sharing their 
culinary skills. It is the US politi
cians’ constant efforts to propagate 
the “China threat theory” that is 
driving a wedge between locals and 
Chinese people in die US, especially

ith the refining of the COVID-19 pan
demic prevention and control meas
ures, the Chinese economy is set for a 
robust rebound in growth, and Chi

na took the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, as an opportunity to consolidate the 
world’s confidence that the rebound will be sus
tained and to welcome foreign investment.

For that purpose, in his speech, Vice-Premier Liu 
He touched upon almost every key strength of the 
Chinese economy — its potential and openness in 
particular — and the Communist Party of China’s 
resolve to let the world continue to share the develop
ment dividends of the second-largest economy.

Yet it was his assertion that the Party is not return
ing the country to a planned economy, which as he 
said, is “by no means possible” that has caught the 
most attention, as it represents a direct rebuttal to 
growing speculation to that effect

In the first place, it should be seen that almost all 
major economies have given more play to the gov
ernment’s role in adjusting the market and econo
my over the past three years to cushion the impacts 
of the pandemic, the spillover effects of the 
US-manufectured inflation and the shocks of esca
lating geopolitical tensions. China is not only not 
immune to any of these factors, but also bears the 
main brunt of the United States’ decoupling and 
containment attempts.

Be it the efforts to form a dual-circulation eco
nomic paradigm or the probes into malpractices of 
some big-name private companies, such moves 
should be observed against that background. They

text of its draft proposal for reviving the JCPOA. 
Indirect exchanges of views between Washing

ton and Teheran on the EU proposal have so fer 
failed to produce any favorable outcome. Worse, 
new developments in the international arena and 
inside Iran itself have been driving the two parties 
even further apart.

Not only Iran’s close ties with Russia but also the 
protests in Iran have drawn the ire of Washington. 
The latest US stance on the Iran deal sent a worrying 
signal thatthe US is backpedalingffom its previous 
commitment that it would rejoin the multilateral 
agreement. The now-they-are-on, now-they-are-off 
talks in Vienna have already raised international 
concerns that the Iran nuclear deal is now dead in 
the water. But the Iranian foreign minister said on 
Tuesday that an agreement on the revival of the 
nuclear deal is within reach if the US stops setting 
new conditions and acts realistically.

As the party which imperiled the international 
agreement in the first place, the US should put inter
national denuclearization above its political calcula
tions and engage with sincerity in talks with Iran.

For the process of reviving the Iran deal to go 
smoothly in the new year, the bickering parties 
should honor the commitments they have agreed to 
and refrain from taking reckless and unilateral 
moves so as to create the right conditions for the talks 
to achieve a breakthrough and yield positive results.

lthough US President Joe Biden has dis
carded almost all the policies of his pre
decessor, one that his administration 
has picked up the baton on is the 

attempt to squeeze the space for China’s develop
ment of high-technology.

The Biden administration has ramped up those 
efforts. In October, it introduced measures aimed at 
nobbling China’s ability to make its own advanced 
microchips. It has also stepped up the pressure it 
has been putting on Japan, the Netherlands and 
other allies to expand export restrictions to China. 

The Dutch company ASML, the world’s largest 
lithography enterprise, is atthe center ofthese efforts. 
Under pressure from the United States, ASML, which 
owns the world’s largest lithography enterprise, has 
had to suspend exports of its extreme ultraviolet 
lithography equipment and export only earlier gener
ation equipment with less accuracy instead.

Although Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
claimed that he has not felt pressured by Washington 
to adopt more restrictions on semiconductor exports 
to China, that pressure is being applied nonetheless. 

According to a Bloomberg report, US officials 
have been lobbying the Dutch authorities to fur
ther expand the scope of the ban on the exports of 
EUV equipment to include the latest generation 
deep ultraviolet lithography equipment.

In a television interview two days before Rutte’s 
meeting with Biden, Dutch Trade and Develop
ment Cooperation Minister Liesje Schreinemacher

in Texas where they keep propaga
ting the lie that “Chinese steal your 
jobs”

Those falling for such slogans 
need to know that such relentless 
demonizing of the Chinese will not 
only hurt ties with China, but also 
deal a blow to the local economy by 
curbing tourist inflow and trade. 
Therefore, it is not the Chinese, but 
their demonizing that steals jobs. 

In 1882, the then US Congress 
passed the Chinese Exclusion Act 
and it was not until 2012 that the 
US House of Representatives 
passed a resolution expressing 
regret for such act. We hope that in 
2023, Texas learns from 2012 to not 
repeat the mistakes of 1882.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAI LY

US should make Iranian nuclear deal 
a priority as agreement within reach
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ecological conservation, environ
mental protection and the response 
to climate change.

China has endeavored to cut car
bon emissions, reduce pollution, 
expand green development, and 
pursue economic growth. It has pri
oritized conserving resources and 
using them efficiently and is accel
erating its low-carbon transition. It 
has developed spatial configura
tions, industrial structures, and 
ways of work and life that help con
serve resources and protect the 
environment, and promoted green
er economic and social develop
ment in all respects.

These are all valuable experience 
China has explored for the rest of 
the world, particularly the develop
ing countries. China will keep to the 
path of green development, contin
ue to build an ecological civiliza
tion, and strive to realize 
development with a higher level of 
quality, efficiency, equity, sustaina
bility and security.

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY
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not “scientific” Data released by 
Japan itself shows that only 3 per
cent of travelers coming from Chi
na had tested positive for COVID-19 
in the week that ended Jan 12. Epi
demic prevention authorities in the 
ROK admitted that no new strain, 
not even XBB.1.5, had been detect
ed among Chinese tourists. 

Instead of targeting tourists from 
China, Japan and the ROK should 
raise a high alert against the 
XBB.1.5 strain that is spreading fast 
in the US.

In the context of a global eco
nomic downturn, it is not wise for 
the two countries to impose 
restrictive entry measures against 
Chinese tourists that will cause 
losses to their tourism sector. 
Respecting science, they should lift 
discriminatory restrictions against 
China as soon as possible. 

- CRI .ONLINE
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a shared future.
To suppress China’s rise, the US 

has been courting China’s neigh-

Editor’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. Enhanced dialogue between scholars from China and overseas is needed to build mutual understanding on many prob
lems the world faces. For tills purpose, the China Watch Institute of China Daily and the National Institute for Global Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, jointly present this special column: The 
Global Strategy Dialogue, in which experts from China and abroad will offer insightful views, analysis and fresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

n 2022, Asia consolidated the 
trade architecture in the Asso
ciation of Southeast Asian 
Nations region. In 2023, this

achievement is threatened by US 
and European military coercion, 
supported by an increasingly 
aggressive Japan.

The improved trade environment 
was supported by China and 
reflects China’s belief in the global 
rules-based order as administered 
through the United Nations. This 
approach stands in contrast to the 
methods used by the United States, 
which rest on developing military 
alliances rather than cooperative 
trade relationships.

The statement of cooperation in 
the ASEAN meeting hosted by 
Cambodia was a rejection of those 
who seek to divide the region into 
supporters and opponents. The 
meeting identified three important 
elements, namely the strengthen
ing of ASEAN capacity and effec
tiveness, ASEAN unity, and ASEAN 
centrality. The practical application 
of this cooperative approach is pro
vided by the Regional Comprehen
sive Economic Partnership 
agreement, which unites the region 
in the world’s largest trade agree
ment

Asia’s ability to maintain a 
peaceful and stable development 
environment depends first on 
avoiding armed conflict This is 
achieved by building sound rela
tionships based on trade and 
mutual respect. These are relation
ships free from the ideological 
straitjacket that disfigures the 
US-led solutions.

China supports this approach 
through active participation in 
regional forums and organizations. 
This includes the Regional Compre

hensive Economic Partnership, 
ASEAN and Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation regional forums and 
the inclusive objectives of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza
tion summit. These are all consist
ent with the Global Development 
Initiative which rests on the equali
ty of trade. These mechanisms set 
the trade context.

Another challenge which lies in 
the way is that the US uses ques
tionable “security” grounds to lim
it, prohibit and constrain trade. 
Many of these actions have been 
ruled illegal by the World Trade 
Organization, but the US has 
ignored these observations as it 
does its best to undermine the 
WTO’s role in the global rules- 
based order.

This US-led destruction is coun
tered by the growth of trade pacts 
and agreements created in the spir
it of the UN, which deliver a more 
powerful role in setting the trade 
environment. The ASEAN/China/ 
India region is home to about 65 
percent of the world’s population 
and the cooperative agreements 
encompass about 46 percent of 
international trade.

The region is in no mood for a 
return of Japan’s expanding mili
tary aspirations. The region sup
ports the wide adoption of 
standards and processes in a way 
that is consistent with the WTO 
and the UN.

The sheer growth in population, 
economic activity, and wealth deliv
ers a powerful alternative to the 
stagnating markets of the US and 
Europe. The growth of this region is 
undeniable and facilitates trade 
that is not distorted by unilaterally 
imposed sanctions. 

The US counter response with

the “Indo-Pacific Economic Frame
work for Prosperity” is poorly fund
ed and a thinly veiled cover for 
coercive activity. The IPEF offers lit
tle economic advantage and threat

ens the freedom of trade and devel
opment necessary for regional 
development.

The battle for influence in these 
regional organizations will be

countries. Guided by the principles 
of “sincerity, real results, affinity, 
and good faith and with a commit
ment to the greater good and 
shared interests” China also 
endeavors to strengthen solidarity 
and cooperation with other devel
oping countries and safeguard the 
common interests of the developing 
world.

It is undeniable that China’s rap
id rise has triggered some anxiety 
and a sense of insecurity among 
certain neighboring countries. 
Meanwhile, the US continues to 
spread the “China threat theory” 
among China’s neighboring coun
tries, which exacerbates the strate
gic concerns of certain countries 
toward China. Therefore, when 
pressing ahead with its strategic 
engagements with its neighbors, 
China should take a comprehensive 
approach from the perspectives of 
soft power and closer people-to- 
people ties. China should better 
communicate the idea to the world 
that “the Chinese path to moderni
zation is the modernization of 
peaceful development” which is 
emphasized by the 20th CPC 
National Congress, so as to squeeze 
the space for public opinion created 
by constant provocations by the US. 
Only in this way can China deepen 
mutual trust and affinity' with its 
neighbors.

The author is a member of the Aca
demic Committee of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, the 
director and a researcher of the 
Institute of Chinese Borderland 
Studies and a seniorfellow of the 
National. Institute for Global Strate
gy, CASS. The author contributed
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

The author is an international 
financial technical analyst and a 
national board member of the Aus
tralia China Business Council. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

bors, putting together exclusive 
“small circles” and “small groups” 
in its effort to create an anti-China 
camp. Boasting great political, eco
nomic cooperation and geographi
cal advantages, China abandons 
the “small circles” and “small 
groups” mentality, and instead 
wants to share weal and woe with 
its neighbors by building a neigh
borhood community with a shared 
future.

Third, China should have net
worked cooperation with its neigh

bors under the Belt and Road Initi
ative. The initiative has been serv
ing as a significant platform for 
building a community with a 
shared future for mankind, as well 
as for building a neighborhood 
community with a shared future. 

The six international economic 
corridors under the Silk Road Eco
nomic Belt and the several routes 
under the 21st-Century Maritime 
Silk Road should serve as impor
tant channels for China to strength
en policy, infrastructure, trade, 
financial and people-to-people con
nectivity with its neighbors.

China should attach greater 
significance to treating its 
neighboring countries as 
important partners for imple
menting the Belt and Road 
Initiative and deepening prac
tical cooperation under the 
principles of extensive con
sultation, joint contribution 
and shared benefits. As the 
year 2023 marks the 10th 
anniversary of the launch of 
this initiative, China should, 

on the basis of past experience 
in cooperating with neighboring 

countries, explore new space and 
areas of cooperation, seek new 
potential, and broaden the conver
gence of interests with neighboring 
countries.

Fourth, China’s diplomacy with 
its neighboring countries should 
strive for closer people-to-people 
ties. The report to the 20th Nation
al Congress of the Communist Party 
of China reaffirmed the principles 
of China’s diplomacy with its neigh
boring countries — acting on the 
principles of amity, sincerity, mutu
al benefit and inclusiveness and the 
policy of forging friendships and 
partnerships with its neighbors. 
The vast majority of China’s neigh
boring countries are developing

As the US tries to queer the pitch for its economy, China should offset its plan 
and build a sound environment to realize its development goals

hina is currently feeing an 
increasingly complex inter
national situation in its 
surrounding areas with 

mounting uncertainties — coopera
tion and dialogue coexist with dis
putes and local conflicts. When 
discussing the situation in China’s 

neighborhood, 
we should pay 
special atten
tion to the fact 
that the prob
lems are not 
caused by 
regional coun
tries, but rather, 
external inter
ference and 

provocations. Behind the rough 
winds is the United States. The 
international situation in China’s 
surrounding areas is being strongly 
interfered in by the US. 

The US has unveiled a slew of 
strategic measures to contain Chi
na, from its “Pivot to Asia” to 
“Rebalance to Asia”, to the “Indo
Pacific Strategy’; the “Indo-Pacific 
Economic Framework for Prosperi
ty” and eventually to the formation 
of Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, 
or QUAD — a strategic security dia
logue among Australia, India, 
Japan and the US. The ultimate 
goal is to contain China’s rise and 
hinder the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation.

The conflict in Ukraine has 
turned into a crisis and is spreading 
across Europe. Besides, the US is 
relentlessly stoking confrontation 
and instigating its allies to destabil
ize China’s surroundings to brew 
new crises. Therefore, in the fece of 
new circumstances and new chal
lenges, China needs to focus on cre
ating a better international 
environment in its surrounding

shared future, which should be the
fundamental goal and means of
further improving the environment
in the region.

China has put forth initiatives on
building a closer China-ASEAN
community with a shared future,
and a closer China-Central Asia
community with a shared future.
Furthermore, under the framework to jointly create a co nununity with 
of the Shanghai Cooperation Orga
nization, China has put forward ini
tiatives for building an SCO

\ 1 a 
1

The challenge in 2023 is for the region to avoid, being provoked into 
a conflict that undermines the improvement of trade relationships
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about standards for the digital 
economy as they are used in the 
region. Some, like Australia and 
Japan, will try to impose US stan
dards with their inherent limita
tions created by security-based 
sanctions and prohibitions. China, 
where necessary, will offer alterna
tives in cross-border transactions, 
Chinese digital currency settle
ment, blockchain certainty in trade 
processes and other advanced 
aspects of the 5G and Al digital 
economy.

China already shares this digital 
operating environment, facilitating 
cross-border Chinese digital cur
rency yuan transactions with speed, 
efficiency, and with less political 
risk. The Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial Telecommuni
cations dollar settlement system in 
contrast has been weaponized by 
the United States and can, at a 
stroke of a presidential pen, stifle 
free trade.

That’s a risk ASEAN is not pre
pared to take, so the impetus is for 
the development of freely available 
and unconstrained digital process
es that do not depend on a few 
ultra-rich persons. These are 
designed to deliver real benefits to 
the region, not just in trade, but in 
the provision of sendees to the vast 
numbers of the “unbanked” in the 
region. These are the poor who rely 
on the cash economy because they 
have no access to the formal bank
ing system.

China was successfully active in 
building the regional trade and eco
nomic architecture in 2022. China 
delivered elements of the Global 
Development Initiative and the Belt 
and Road Initiative free from the 
shackles of military alliance and 
ideological compliance. This is an

approach which counters the 
unbalanced global order by offering 
friendship rather than requiring 
military alliances. 

These are perhaps the most 
important pieces in a fully func
tional regional trade architecture. 
China laid firm foundations on 
which to expand this in 2023. The 
US, as former Australian prime 
minister Kevin Rudd points out, is 
wedded to a military-style solution 
that largely ignores trade and econ
omy.

The US has launched three secu
rity policy documents including the 
National Security Strategy by the 
end of 2022. Japan has followed 
with concerted attacks on its paci
fist constitution.

Asia has placed its faith in the 
global institutions of the rules- 
based order and this faith is backed 
by expanding markets and eco
nomic power. In 2023, China will 
continue to build these regional 
and global relationships on the 
basis of free trade that is consistent 
with the objectives of the UN and 
the regulatory' structure of the 
WTO.

The challenge in 2023 for Asia 
and China is to avoid being pro
voked into a conflict that under
mines the improvement of trade 
relationships needed to maintain a 
peaceful and secure regional envi
ronment.

To start with, China’s enduring
development during the past dec
ades is, to a great extent, dependent
on creating and maintaining a
sound, peaceful and stable environ
ment within its neighborhood. Chi
na’s fest development
demonstrates that its reform and
opening-up leads to benign interac
tions with its neighbors and the
outside world.

At the same time, the neighbor
ing countries and the region,
too, have benefited from Chi
na’s reform and opening-up.
Therefore, in the face of the
new problems and challenges
being created by the US, Chi
na should continue to create
a sound environment in the |
region to crush the US’ plan,
which is to pressurize China’s
neighboring countries to take
sides or sow discord between
China and its neighbors. An
upgraded sound environ
ment in China’s neighbor
hood is the most important
external environment for Chi
na to realize its development
goals and the most critical means
for China to break the US plan to
contain it.

Second, China needs to create a
better environment in its surround
ing regions from a broader perspec
tive of building a community with a community of health, security,

development and cultural 
exchanges.

From a historical perspective, 
China and the vast majority of its 
neighboring countries share similar 
development process and prob
lems. They have a common vision, 
mission and task in the pursuit of 
development, which requires them
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Greater Cold signals end of solar cycle
Preserved meats and customs are an essential part of the celebration as Lunar New Year commences, Zhang Lei reports.
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AND SUN YUE

In Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces, 
people steam glutinous rice with red

&

reater Cold, or dahan, like the the downtown market is buzzing with 
previous Minor Cold, is a solar people who are looking to buy glutinous 
term that expresses the degree rice, as it is the local custom to eat it on 
of severe chill. Dahan, span- dahan. Although this custom sounds 

ning 15 days, is in the period of the third simplistic, it contains the life experience 
and fourth “nines” chart, a folk observa- accumulated by the ancients. Glutinous 
tion method of seasonal changes start- rice is a type of food with relatively high 
ing from Winter Solstice, in which every calories, which is good at keeping out 

the cold.
The customers, mainly middle-aged

X

Greater
Cold

p

Top: A tourist enjoys snow 
tubing at the Happy Magic 
Watercube in Beijing on 

Jan 9. FENG YONGBIN/CHINA DAILY 

From left: Waves of 
seawater frozen on fences at 
the beach in Yantai, Shan
dong province. A volunteer 
helps a villager decorate the 

window with auspicious 
paper-cuts for Spring 

Festival. Winter swimming 
enthusiasts in Langfang, 

Hebei province. Cured meats 
hang on racks to dry in 

Shaoxing, Zhejiang 
province. 

PHOTOS BY TANG KE. ZOU ZHONG AND 

CHEN YOUZHU / FOR CHINA DAILY

chang’s recollection of his childhood is “year” are homophonic in Chinese, both 
quite the opposite. “I was born in as sui. Folklore expert Wang Laihua says 
Chengdu, Sichuan province. Greater these interesting folk customs during 
Cold rings the bell for Lunar New Year, the Greater Cold season reflect people’s 
Every corner of the city is filled with the desire to pursue a happy life and good 
lively festive atmosphere, and the health in the new year, and also add rich 
strong flavor of Spring Festival blows in and diverse color to China’s folk festi- 
our feces,” Liu says. “No matter how
cold the weather is, it can’t stop the

i V
V ’
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nine days count as a period until the
“ninth nine”, the 81st day, heralds the
official arrival of spring. During dahan, and elderly people, bring three or four 
the cold waves frequently move south- catties (a catty is a Chinese measure equal 
ward, making it the coldest season of the to 500 grams) to eat with the whole femi- 
year. Greater Cold arrives when the sun ly. Many neighbors chat with the stall 
reaches 300 celestial degrees. In ancient owners, discussing how to cook glutinous 
times, it meant that the break in farming rice on the morning of the dahan day to 
in winter is coming to an end. make it tastier. An owner of a grain store

Greater Cold, the last of the traditional in Longjin Market, surnamed Liang, says 
Twenty-Four Solar Terms, fells on Friday the supply in his small shop lias fallen 
this year, one day before Lunar New short of demand since Minor Cold, so for 
Year’s Eve. As eating cured meat is one of dahan, he deliberately stocked more 
the customs of dahan, the demand for than 200 catties. All have been sold, 
preserved food, in these more prosperous The Cantonese put a special emphasis
times, is more than in previous years. Sta- on dietary' tonic. Glutinous rice has the 
tistics from Ele.me, one of China’s nation- effect of toning the spleen and replenish- 
wide food delivery platforms, show that ing qi, the body’s innate intelligence 
in the past week, sales of preserved meat, according to traditional Chinese medi- 
such as Sichuan-style sausage, Hangzhou cine. Glutinous rice is sweet in taste, 
seasoned duck and Cantonese-style sau- warm in nature, and has the effect of 
sage, rose by more than 20 percent year- protecting against cold. People in 
on-year. The meat is marinated with salt Guangdong steam it, adding a variety of 
or sauce, and then placed in a ventilated cured meats to enhance the flavor. The 
place to dry during Major Snow, three cured meat usually includes sausage, 
solar terms prior to Greater Cold. There chicken and duck. They take a little of 
have been records about the tradition of each, put diem into a clay pot, cook them 
eating preserved food as early as in the with die rice, and add a spoonful of soy 
Rites of Zhou, a publication documenting sauce when serving, 
bureaucratic systems during the Western
Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 BC).

Greater Cold is divided into three sub- bean, barley, lotus seeds, goji berries, 
terms according to phenomena record- longan flesh and red dates over a high 
ed by folk observations. In the first five heat, and then add sugar to make it into 
days, hens start to hatch chickens; dur- the “eight-treasure rice” It tastes sweet 
ing the middle term, falcons and eagles and is regarded as a good treat for guests 
are in a state of extreme predation; and on dahan. Equally, the Beijing custom of 
the last five days see ice in a lake freeze eating cakes made of glutinous rice 
from the edge to the center, where it is embodies the same auspicious goodwill, 
strongest and thickest. not only because glutinous rice has high-

Altiiougli the wind is blowing outside, er sugar content, it also lias the effect of 
Yang Xiaobo, a Beijing resident, who sits dispelling cold, moisturizing the lungs 
comfortably, binge-watching TV soap and strengthening the stomach, 
operas in his warm home, expresses his In this cold winter season, stews and 
satisfaction. “It’s just in time for the cold, soups are added to the daily diet of Nan- 
The temperature dropped suddenly a jing people in Jiangsu province. The tra- 
week ago before dahan" says Yang. “I ditional “one chicken every nine days” 
come from a rural family. Back in my custom since Winter Solstice is still 
hometown, we all know that if it is partic- respected by many families. Nanjing 
ularly cold during dahan, the crops will people mostly choose old hens, which 
grow extremely well in the coming year.” are either stewed alone, or cooked with 

Ye Chunsheng, a doctoral supervisor ginseng, wolfberry and black fungus, 
of the Chinese Department at Sun Yat- Chicken soup in the cold winter is a real 
sen University, explains the folk wisdom, treat. However, perhaps more character
saying the severe cold at this time of the istic of Nanjing is the stewed pork hock 
year is a good sign, which means that with pickled vegetables made during 
pests and disease wall not be able to sur- Greater Cold, a delicacy rarely found in 
vive the winter, and there will be a good other places across the country.
harvest next year. Although the Greater Cold refers to a

In Guangzhou, Guangdong province, solar term, folklore expert Liu Xiao-

__________
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Dahan also collides with weiyaji, or 

enthusiasm of the people for celebrat- the year-end dinner, a traditional annual
ing Spring Festival. We often say ‘it’s not celebration for tudigong, or the “earth 
cold when it’s cold? god” Weiya originated from the custom

The Kitchen God Festival, or Little of worshipping the earth god by count-
New Year, the 23rd day of the 12th lunar ing ya (tooth) as one period and offering 
month usually collides with Greater sacrifice every ya. The second day of the 
Cold, so the custom of offering sacrifices second lunar month is the first ya. From 
to the Kitchen God is naturally indispen- then on, ya will be counted on the sec
sable. Legend says zaoshen (or “the god ond and 16th day of every lunar month, 
of stove or kitchen”) w'as sent by the Jade The 16th day of the 12th lunar month 
Emperor to every home to monitor peo- happens to be the final ya, called “tail 
pie’s daily good and evil. He returns to tooth”, or weiya.
the Heavenly Palace at the end of each Doing “tooth” means that, on these 
year to report the people’s behavior to days, people must worship the earth god
the Jade Emperor so that he can reward with various offerings on the table, so 
or punish them. that he can enjoy the banquet. The offer-

Therefore, when honoring zaoshen, ings include meat (chicken, fish and 
people put candies, purified water, pork), four fruits, among which citrus 
beans and hay on the table in front of and apples are a must, and spring rolls, 
the kitchen god’s statue, the last three On the day of weiyaji, businessmen 
of which are offered to prepare his hold a banquet, and sliced cold chicken 
mount for the ascension to heaven, is an indispensable dish. It is said that 
When offering the sacrifice, the candies whomever the chicken head feces will be 
should be melted with fire and applied fired in the next year. Therefore, some 
to the mouth of the statue. The purpose bosses generally point the chicken head 
of this is to prevent him from speaking toward themselves, so that employees 
ill. Commonly used written couplets can enjoy the delicious food with peace 
often contain words and sentences and have a prosperous year after return- 
such as “kitchen god speaks good ing home.
things, return to the palace to bring “These activities collide with dahan. 
auspiciousness” and “kitchen god Their formation is not necessarily relat- 
speaks good things, and the lower ed to this solar term, but it enriches the 
realms on earth keep safe”. cultural content of the Greater Cold,”

As the season often coincides with the says An Deming, vice-chairman of the 
end of the year, it naturally has a little Chinese Folk Literature and Art Associa- 
more meaning when saying goodbye to tion.
the old and welcoming the new. In addi- An says the Twenty-Four Solar Terms
tion to doing farm work in accordance are like memos, reminding people to fol- 
with the solar terms, people in rural low nature and go with the times. They 
regions also have to run around for contain culture and common sense. 
Spring Festival, catching up with the They also reveal the philosophical wis- 
temple fair, buying New Year’s goods, dom of “harmony between man and 
writing Spring Festival couplets, prepar- nature” and require respect for nature, 
ing various sacrificial offerings, sweep- which is still applicable today, 
ing dust and cleaning things, and “The traditional concept of healthcare
preparing various Lunar New Year dish- pays attention to ‘autumn harvest and 
es, such as chicken, duck and fish. At the winter storage’, which also reminds peo- 
same time, they worship ancestors and pie that when Greater Cold comes, we 
various gods and pray for good weather must follow the laws of nature, especial
in the coming year. ly in winter, to recuperate and not con-

In the old days, there were often lines sume too much energy and physical 
of people scrambling to buy sesame strength,” An says.
straws on the streets, as people believe He believes that with the develop- 
in the old saying “sesame blossoms, for- ment of the times and people’s needs, 
tunes up and high” On New Year’s Eve, some customs related to solar terms 
people sprinkle sesame straws on the will be strengthened, while others will 
road for children to crush, an auspicious gradually fade. At the same time, new 
token for “stepping on the year” because customs may also slowly form and 
the pronunciation of words “crush” and become popular.
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If you go

New rendition of La Boheme to present a post-apocalyptic Paris
Bj ZHANG KUN in Shanghai

If you go
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brandt and Monet, but more impor
tantly, it traces the development of 
the art history,” she adds, noting that 
it is the responsibility of a museum 
to guide and educate the public.

Guo Liang, a professor of Western 
art history at the Academy of Fine 
Arts of Shanghai University, was 
among the first visitors to the exhi
bition. He claims that the exhibition

Contact the writer at
zhangkun @chinadaily.com.cn

Botticelli to Van Gogh: 
Masterpieces from the National 
Gallery, London 
Jan 17-May 7.9 am-5 pm, 
Tuesday-Sunday. 
No 1 Exhibition Hall. IF. the Shang
hai Museum. 201 Renmin Avenue. 

Huangpu district, Shanghai. 
021-6372-3500
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ing for the singers, too, Yang notes. 
“Hating sung celebrated arias 

such as Che Gelida Manina thou
sands of times, the singers already 
know the opera very well, but that 
was not necessarily good for their 
performance. We wanted to ignite 
new creative passion in them, and 
inspire their desire for fresh expres
sion,” he adds.

According to Carniti, he had 
been remotely collaborating with 
the Shanghai Opera House and 
Yang for more than a year because 
of the pandemic.

As soon as he learned about Chi
na’s loosening of travel restrictions,

, J’

phers in a post-apocalyptic futur
istic setting.

“Although Paris is frozen, these 
surviving artists are still full of

ince its establishment, the 
Shanghai Museum has had a 
reputation for showcasing 
some of the rarest artifacts

in the world, and the venue recently 
wowed visitors again with not just 
historical artworks but also a rare 
display of showmanship.

It engaged a string quartet from 
the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra 
to accompany its latest exhibition 
Botticelli to Van Gogh: Masterpieces 
From the National Gallery, London. 

The quartet played a carefully 
selected program in front of four 
major artworks: Raphael’s The Gar- 
vagh Madonna, Caravaggio’s paint
ing Boy Bitten by a Lizard, Van 
Gogh’s Long Grass with Butterflies, 
and The Parting of Hero and Lean
der —From the Greek ofMusaeus by 
TUrner.

Featuring 52 oil paintings from 
the period spanning the Italian Ren
aissance in the 1500s to the Post-Im
pressionism era in the late 19th 
century, the highly anticipated exhi
bition opened on Tuesday and will 
run until May 7.

This is the first time the National 
Gallery in London has had such an 
event in China.

One of the 10 most visited muse
ums in the world, the gallery is cur
rently undergoing renovation in 
preparation for its bicentenary cele
bration next year.

Gabriele Finaldi, director of the 
National Gallery, described the exhi
bition as “the National Gallery in 
miniature”

The 52 artworks were transported 
in seven batches to Shanghai unac
companied by staff of the British 
institution. The most expensive 
piece, Long Grass With Butterflies 
by Van Gogh, which has an estimat
ed insured valuation of 1 billion 
yuan ($147.7 million), was the last to 
arrive on Jan 12 due to flight cancel
lations.

Since die outbreak of COVID-19 
in early 2020, the Shanghai Muse
um has made artwork transactions 
via web conference with foreign 
counterparts multiple times.

For example, the museum held a 
large exhibition titled West Encoun
ters East: A Cultural Conversation 
Between Chinese and European 
Ceramics, which featured ceramic 
objects from the Guimet Museum in

is “the best in Shanghai in the past 
10 years”.

“Seeing oil paintings in print is 
very much different from seeing 
the original artwork,” he tells China 
Daily. “Standing in front of the 
actual piece, you will find intricate 
changes between light and shade, 
the depiction of different textures, 
details and a lot more. ... I would 
definitely recommend my students 
to this show.”

Guo says that one of the artworks

the Italian quickly took a flight 
from Rome to Shanghai on Jan 9. 

He plans to spend a month in the 
city directing La Boheme and expe
riencing his first Spring Festival in 
China.

Despite the pandemic, the 
Shanghai Opera House has been 
constantly collaborating with 
international artists and directors 
via the internet to create produc
tions such as Don Giovanni, Caval- 
leria Rusticana, The Land of Smiles 
and Turandot.

“The Shanghai Opera House has 
worked resourcefully to tackle a 
host of challenges since 2020, and 
we have never neglected interna
tional collaborations and communi
cations,” says Zhao Lei, Party 
secretary of the opera house. 

“Now that we have easier interna
tional travel, I believe there will be 
more efficient and frequent interna
tional collaborations, and we will 
forge closer ties with the global 
opera world, which will bring more 
happy surprises to the theater scene 
in China,” Zhao adds.

A new opera production of La 
Boheme will premiere at the Shang
hai Grand Theater on Feb 10.

The performance, which will take 
place up to Feb 12, will mark the 
opening of the Shanghai Opera 
House’s new season this year.

La Boheme and another produc
tion tided Tosca, which will be per
formed from Feb 24 to 26, will 
feature leading singer Shi Yijie as 
the tenor. Sopranos Zhou Xiaolin 
and Yang Qj will play the heroine in 
La Boheme while He Hui will take 
on the role of the title character in 
Tosca.

Both productions will be conduct
ed by Xu Zhong, president of the 
Shanghai Opera House.

La Boheme’s Italian director Mar
co Carniti is the first foreign theater 
artist to visit Shanghai since China 
scrapped quarantine for interna
tional arrivals on Jan 8. Carniti 
arrived in Shanghai on Jan 10.

This is die second time Carniti is 
working with the Shanghai Opera

House. The first was in 2015 when 
he directed an outdoor production 
of La Traviata that was presented 
on the Bund.

The set for this production of La 
Boheme, which features a post-apoc- 
alyptic Paris covered in ice, was 
designed by Chinese director Yang 
Jingze himself and reflects the cli
mate change issues the world faces 
today. Yang is also the artistic 
designer of the production.

According to Carniti, two impor
tant elements — coldness and pov
erty — form the background of the 
story, in which love is created and 
destroyed by these elements.

First performed in 1840, La 
Boheme was created by Italian 
composer Giacomo Puccini and is 
today still one of the most fre
quently performed operas around 
the world. Artists have throughout 
the decades been constantly look
ing for new' designs, expressions 
and ideas for the classical artwork, 
and this was why Yang decided to 
place the characters who are paint
ers, poets, musicians and philoso-

that impressed him the most was 
Boy Bitten by a Lizard by Caravagg
io. According to him, Caravaggio’s 
ingenious use of contrast, emphasis 
on details of gesture and facial 
expression and strong emotions and 
theatrical effects in his painting had 
an enduring influence on Western 
art. Caravaggio’s style had even 
inspired many artists such as Rem
brandt and Velazquez, whose work 
are also on display, he adds.

The Shanghai Museum has also 
created an immersive digital show
case featuring 20 treasured pieces 
from the National Gallery that could 
not be shown in Shanghai. These 
works include Sunflowers by Van 
Gogh, 77te Virgin of the Rocks by Da 
Vinci, and Waterlilies by Monet.

The museum is also planning to 
showcase a series of about 10 docu
mentaries in its lecture hall during 
the exhibition period so that visitors 
can learn more about the stories 
behind these masterpieces.

Since its establishment in 1952, 
the Shanghai Museum has carried 
out in-depth cooperation with more 
than 182 institutions of arts and cul
tural relics at 105 cities in 28 coun
tries and regions across Europe, the 
Americas, Asia and Oceania.

“We have stayed at the frontier of 
international communications for 
art and culture, and this exhibition 
is the latest initiative of this mis
sion,” says Chu Xiaobo, director of 
the Shanghai Museum.

The museum is currently plan
ning to put together the exhibition A 
History of China in 100 Objects, 
which will go on international tour 
later this year.

This year marks the 10th anniver
sary of China’s Belt and Road Initia
tive, and the Shanghai Museum will 
give priority to collaborations with 
important museums in the coun
tries involved in the BRI, Chu Xiao
bo says.

“We are also aiming to open inter
national branches abroad. We have 
kicked off feasibility studies before 
the pandemic, and this year we 
intend to resume the work, and 
maybe start from opening a Chinese 
exhibition hall in foreign museums,” 
he adds.

La Bohemds Italian director Marco Carniti and Chinese director 
Yang Jingze. provided to china daily

hope for the future, with the flame 
of love burning inside them,” he 
says.

The new setting has been inspir-

Paris, dedicated to Asian arts, in 
2021.

The significance of international 
exhibitions not only lies in the 
exchange of artworks, but also the 
communications between museum 
staff, says Chu Xin, deputy director 
of tiie exhibition department at the 
Shanghai Museum.

“We long for face-to-face commu
nications with international col
leagues,” Chu says. “This will help us 
to improve our professional prac
tice, learn about different cultures 
as well as distinctive working 
styles.”

Now that China has adjusted its 
policies regarding international 
travel, the Shanghai Museum has 
extended an invitation to the 
National Gallery in the United King
dom, hoping that their British coun
terparts can visit the exhibition in 
Shanghai, notes Chu.

“This exhibition is like a textbook, 
because it not only presents 
renowned artists’ works, such as 
those by Botticelli, Raphael, Rem-

Top: V iolinist Yu Haifeng performs in front of The Parting of Hero 
and Leander —From the Greek ofMusaeusby British Romantic art
ist Turner during the exhibition in Shanghai, provided to china daily 
Above: Venice: Entrance to the Cannaregiohy Italian painter Canal
etto. COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL GALLERY. LONDON

1

La Boheme
7:15 pm. Jan 10-12. 
Lyric Theater of the Shanghai 

Grand Theater, 300 Renmin 
Avenue, Huangpu district. 

021-6386-8686
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London’s National Gallery displays priceless artworks in the city as it undergoes 
renovation and sets up a “miniature” version of itself, Zhang Kun reports.
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From left: Self Portrait at the Age of 63 by Dutch artist Rembrandt. Three Miracles of Saint Zenobius by Italian painter Botticelli. The Garvagh Madonna (The Madonna and Child With the Infant Baptist) by Italian 
Renaissance master Raphael, photos courtesy of the national gallery. London
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and crabs which the waterside 
eateries would fry up for us,” says 
the 38-year-old.

“All those makeshift amenities 
have been cleaned up and 
cleared, but the greening efforts 
have certainly enhanced the nat
ural environment.”

Yeyahu National Wetland Park 
continues to be a popular spot for 
bird-watchers and it is consistent
ly lauded as one of Beijing’s most 
successful environmental conser
vation efforts. It hosts more than 
360 bird species, including migra
tory flocks and a significant num
ber of threatened species, which 
can be spotted via at least six 
observation towers. 

The park is part of a long
term plan for wetland protec
tion with specific goals set over 
the next decade and beyond. In 
the next two years, at least 70 
percent of wetlands in the city 
will be protected, and more 
than 50 smaller reserves are 
expected to be restored, with 
the protection rate hitting 80 
percent by 2035.

Beijing’s wetlands now cover 
more than 62,000 hectares, offer
ing habitats for up to half of its 
plants and much of its wildlife, 
according to the municipal 
authorities.

The flora in Yeyahu alone has 
flourished so much that the park 
is introducing native Chinese 
milu deer to eat and help control 
overgrowing reeds in the wet
land. The move promises to 
change the local landscape fur
ther, as it steadily reaps the bene
fits of better biodiversity. 

As I ambled my horse along 
the shores of the reservoir in 
winter, flocks of wild geese roost
ed at the fringe of the wetland 
behind the fences. Some of the 
birds took wing, flying against a 
deep blue sky'. Their calls reso
nated through the crisp, clear air, 
warming up comfortably in the 
midday sun.

Director Song Pengfei shares the inspiration for the screenplay and anecdotes from behind the scenes of the short film Guo Wu Guan
(Through the Five Passes) that celebrates the coming Lunar New Year, photos provided to china daily
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Lunar New Year film explores the perseverance of Peking Opera performers 
during the art form’s 1980s decline, Fang Aiqing reports.

HOUSTON — Texas, the second 
most populous US state, is 
embracing Lunar New Year cele
brations, which are popping up 
more fabulously than ever 
before, in places ranging from 
public libraries to children’s 
museums, local bars and Asian 
restaurants in both big cities and 
some small towns.

Post Houston, a downtown 
entertainment and cultural hub 
in the state’s largest city, hosted a 
massive Lunar New Year festival 
on Sunday with eye-catching 
performances, a carnival-like 
Asian pop-up market featuring 
food vendors, games, crafts and 
other cultural activities, as well 
as a grand party in the night.

Lion and dragon dances, 
accompanied by the booming, 
rhythmic beating of drums and 
gongs, whipped up a festive 
atmosphere, gaining rapturous 
applause and cheers from a 
crowd of more than 1,000 spec
tators.

“It was beautiful... Everyone’s 
getting so excited. My daughter 
especially loves to see that,” 
Courtney Brooks, a full-time 
mother wearing a gorgeous tra
ditional Chinese dress, said after 
watching the performance. 
“We’ve never seen that or been 
around that, so it was a great 
experience for us.”

Across the state, a variety of 
celebrations to welcome the Year 
of the Rabbit will last for up to 
two weeks.

In Chinatown, the Houston 
Chinese Community Center’ 
invited all to join their 2023 
Lunar New Year Festival on Sat
urday. The free, family-orientat
ed outdoor event includes 
exciting cultural performances 
and delicious food, inspired by 
Lunar New Year traditions 
across Asia.

For Dallas and Fort Worth resi
dents, the Asia Times Square
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opportunities to perform. 
“It’s my responsibility to pass it 

on,” he says.
“It is not only the Peking Opera 

practitioners, but people from all 
walks of life that have experienced 
various hardships over the years and 
are striving to overcome the difficul
ties,” Song says, adding that, by 
showing the perseverance of Gu, the 
Peking Opera performer, he hopes 
the audience rail stick to their ideals 
and achieve success.

Just as Gu’s teacher in the film 
says, “you won’t present Guan’s loy
alty and righteousness well if you 
haven’t met troubles in life.”

Things are, however, getting bet
ter. Wang has noticed an increasing 
number of young audience mem
bers in the theater, and he himself 
has accumulated a sizable fan base 
on livestreaming platforms.

And those who left have got the 
chance to come back.

In the film, when warming up 
backstage, Gu’s former Peking Opera 
colleagues are astonished and a bit 
envious that the youngster has been 
given the opportunity to play the 
lead role. With only their nostalgia, 
they leave to embark on new careers. 

However, in reality, more than 
three decades later, Song’s mother is 
thrilled to have been invited to teach 
Peking Opera. She reviewed the 
opera excerpts she used to play, 
copying the lines down and learning 
them by heart.

Song was touched seeing his 
mother reciting the lines on the sub
way while commuting to the school. 

“She was forced to give it up, but 
when it came back to her, she took it 
very seriously,” he says.

can’t let go of it,” young 
Peking Opera performer Gu 
Zhaohui says, when asked 
why he stuck to the tradi

tional art form, which saw' a signifi
cant decline in its appeal during the 
late 1980s.

That was a time when many of his 
fellow' troupe members turned to 
disco, pop music and break dancing 
to make ends meet. However, Gu 
stayed, even though the showtime 
was cut to only 5 minutes one night 
to make way for those more popular 
forms of expression.

When the other performers felt 
too angry or humiliated to go 
onstage, Gu, in his 20s, but already a 
veteran, insisted on completing his 
one-man show, playing Guan Yii, an 
ancient general known for his cour
age and feith.

Based on his childhood experi
ence, director Song Pengfei wrote 
such a story for Guo Wu Guan 
(Through the Five Passes), Apple’s 
now traditional Lunar New Year 
fihn, shot entirely using iPhones and 
released on Jan 12.

The title, a proverb meaning over
coming many hurdles, is the name of 
a classic Peking Opera excerpt.

Song’s previous works include 
Tracing Her Shadow, a Golden Gob
let Award winner for best film at the 
23rd Shanghai International Film 
Festival in 2020.

The director, born in 1982, was 
raised in the dormitory of a Peking 
Opera troupe in Beijing. His grandfa
ther used to play erhu (a two-stringed 
traditional instrument) and his 
mother specialized in the perform
ance othuadan (young female role). 

It wasn’t long before his mother 
became one of the Peking Opera 
actresses who tried their hand at dis
co dancing, dressed in miniskirt. 
The audience cheered.

Song still remembers the texture 
of her mom’s headwear and the 
troupe’s prop broadswords that he 
played with, out of curiosity, and has 
managed to bring the settings, the 
hue and atmosphere of the theater, 
and also people’s looks and hair
styles of the time, to the short fihn. 

And by shooting with the phone, 
he was able to set the lens to simulate 
the visual perspective of the opera 
performers and shoot the film while 
moving amid a crowd of actors and 
actresses on the stage. This creates 
an alternative expression compared 
to his former works, while soothing 
the anxiety of the opera performers 
in front of the camera, he says.

For Song, cinema and Peking 
Opera are both about humanity and 
storytelling. However, the traditional 
opera, as a form of stage drama, is 
more abstract in that the performers 
have to convey charm of the charac
ters with nonphysical acting.

For example, when “riding a 
horse” the performer would only 
wave a w'hip. It is through the move
ments of waving — such as its fre-

a

Above: Chen Wei (middle), Peking Opera consultant for the short film, poses for a photo with young 
performers during the launch ceremony in Beijing on Jan 12. Below: A young Peking Opera performer
paints his face for the role of ancient hero Guan Yu. Bottom: A poster of the short film.

quency and strength — that the 
character’s emotions are expressed. 

This, apparently, involves estab
lished patterns and exaggeration to 
help the audience understand the 
plot.

Yu Xiaobin, starring as Gu in the 
film, recalls the first time he listened 
to the drums and gongs on the set. 
The 26-year-old was strack by the 
volume of the sound effects, which 
was a totally different experience 
from watching Peking Opera shows 
on TV.

Getting to know' more about the 
traditional opera during the shoot, 
he became more interested in it, and 
developed a great respect for those 
practitioners, who abide by unwrit
ten rales handed down from centu
ries ago and hold on to the industry. 

Laosheng (elderly male role) per
former Wang Ning, who also plays 
Gu, but only during the parts where 
the character is onstage, says Gu’s 
persistence with Peking Opera 
reflects his own true heart

Wang started learning Peking 
Opera at 5 years old and has been in 
a movie that won him an interna
tional title. He considered turning to 
the big screen or theatrical dramas 
that would bring more fortune and 
feme, but as he said, he couldn’t let 
go of the old art form.

A femous saying goes: “One min
ute on the stage takes 10 years off the 
stage.” But to Wang, 10 years is fer 
too short.

“Once I make a mistake during a 
performance, I blame myself for not 
practicing enough.”

One of his teachers, Ren Dechuan, 
was in his 70s when he took Wang on 
as a student in 2016. Ren passed 
away last year, leaving Wang as the 
only inheritor of the Yan school of 
laosheng in Beijing that lias frequent

I first visited the Yeyahu 
National Wetland Park on the 
outskirts of Beijing 15 years ago. 

Located in the capital’s Yanqing 
district, the park next to the 
Guanting reservoir was a stomp
ing ground for horseback riding 
enthusiasts like myself. Against 
the backdrop of the imposing 
Songshan mountain range, w'hich 

was reflected on 
the surface of the 
glistening reser
voir, the area 
offered a perfect 
weekend getaway 
to give free rein to 
our horses and get 
up close to nature. 

Over tlie years, 
the rising waters of 
Guanting were

redirected to satiate the growing 
demands of the city, also feeding 
awareness of the need to preserve 
and protect the nearby ecosys
tem, with less land available for 
the horse stables. Many of them 
have since closed or moved away 
from the area.

On a recent trip there, I found 
the few riding paths to the wet
land finally fenced off. It seemed 
to mark a definite end to a free
wheeling equestrian era for us 
recreational riders.

While a few patches of the 
cornfields are still open for out
door riding once the crops are 
harvested, the changes in the area 
are increasingly obvious. A high
speed railway, running through 
the district toward the 2022 Win
ter Olympics site in Chongli in 
neighboring Hebei province’s 
Zhangjiakou city, promises to fuel 
tourism options such as farm 
stays and hiking. An expanding 
network of ski slopes capping the 
mountain peaks behind the reser
voir is also set to attract an 
increasingly savvy sports and lei
sure clientele.

Beijing engineer Zhang Di is a 
regular visitor to the area with his 
family.

“I used to bring my son here, 
we would catch small fish, shrimp

Alexis 
Hooi 
Second 
Thoughts

Development, one of the largest 
Asian markets in Texas, is ready 
to fuel a festival of fun with 
treats, including lion and dragon 
dances, cosplay contests, chil
dren’s activities, culinary offer
ings, as well as a firecracker 
show on the coming weekend.

On select nights over the com
ing two weeks, a boat parade car
rying lanterns in the shapes of 
animals of the Chinese zodiac 
will float along San Antonio’s 
famed River Walk attraction.

In the state capital, Austin 
Public Library will run educa
tional activity stations with Chi
nese cultural themes on 
Saturday, ringing in the Year of 
the Rabbit.

The Lone Star state “has never 
really gone all out for the cele
brated Chinese festival, not like 
people over on the West Coast. 
But thankfully, times are chang
ing,” said a recent report from 
the Thrillist, a US online media 
website covering food, drink, 
travel and entertainment.

In recent years, Texans have 
seen more festivities take place 
in the big cities and, now, even 
the smaller towns have at least 
some kind of “red and gold” dec
orations, the report observed.

“We didn’t have a lot of that in 
the past in Houston, drawing 
people in from many back
grounds,” said Brooks. “It’s a 
great representation of the cul
ture ... It’s just a great way for 
people to accept it, respect it, 
and also embrace it.”

Getting into the spirit of Lunar 
New Year, the woman said her 
hope for the Year of the Rabbit is 
“health, happiness, prosperity 
and peace for everyone, and 
equality for everybody and every 
culture. It’s what everybody 
deserves to have in this world, in 
America and everywhere.”

6
People from all 
walks of life have 
experienced
various hardships 
over the years and 
are striving to 
overcome the 
difficulties.”
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Texas cities play host 
to Chinese festivities
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