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More Anns Center helps promote mutual understanding

seek to boost
inti presence

See Civilizations, page 3

Victims mourned
By ZHONG NAN and LI JIA YING
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US House’s new panel on China should look inward

See Overseas, page 3

Death toll rises
See Panel, page 3
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In appropriate triumphalist 
mode, the newly minted United 
States House select committee on 
China met in an unusual evening 
first session on Tuesday, eager to 
command attention so that the 
widest possible viewing public 
could hear their weighty argu
ments.

The bipartisan committee, 
pulled together by Representative 
Mike Gallagher, a Republican 
from Wisconsin, who has made a 
career of China-bashing, was 
meant to increase the scope of leg
islation in the US Congress to sup
press China’s economic and 
technological growth. 

Gallagher depicted the competi
tion between the US and China as 
“an existential straggle over what 
life wall look like in the 21st century” 

Tuesday’s hearing was inter

help build the transcontinental 
railroad.

They came in an era in which 
free market euphoria led to a 
depression and a surfeit of labor. 
The thinking back then was that 
too many Chinese laborers were 
taking US jobs, and Chinese immi
gration had to be stopped. 

Of course, the Gallagher hear
ings claimed that they are not 
directed against “the Chinese peo
ple” but only against the ruling 
CPC, which has around 97 million 
members and is supported by die 
large majority of China’s 1.4 billion 
citizens.

The committee dutifully' parad
ed a number of Chinese dissidents 
to prove their point that the moves 
were not racist.

Editor’s note: This series of stories 
looks at local enterprises in special
ized sectors that have a share in
global markets.

rapted by two protesters, one of 
whom said, “This committee is 
about saber-rattling, it’s not about 
peace.” Both were removed from 
the hall.

A spokeswoman for China’s For
eign Ministry called on Wednes
day for the committee’s members 
to “discard their ideological bias 
and zero-sum Cold War mentality” 
and “view China and China-US 
relations in an objective and 
rational light”

The spokeswoman, Mao Ning, 
also said the committee should 
“stop framing China as a threat 
by quoting disinformation, stop

denigrating the Communist Par
ty of China and stop trying to 
score political points at the 
expense of China-US relations”. 

Listening to some of the rhetor
ic from Gallagher and from wit
nesses like Matthew Pottinger, 
former president Donald Trump’s 
“whisperer” on China policy, and 
General H.R. McMaster, former 
national security adviser, you 
would have thought that you were 
in a hearing in the 1950s chaired 
by Senator Joseph McCarthy. 

It also hearkened back to the 
discussions that led to the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882, which put a 
10-year ban on the immigration of 
Chinese laborers to the US.

There was also a similarity of 
arguments, blaming China for the 
US’ economic woes. Chinese 
laborers came to the US largely' to

In the spring of 2020, eight uni
versities at the two ends of the Eur
asian region, in Greece and China, 
launched a common mission to 
establish the Center’ of Chinese 
and Greek Ancient Civilizations.

Last week, the center was offi
cially inaugurated in Athens after 
three years of efforts, despite the 
difficulties resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

For Stelios Virvidakis, a profes
sor at the University of Athens, it 
was a particular honor to receive 
congratulations from President

mental problems mentioned in 
my proposal had been solved. I 
could also contact them to 
exchange ideas about an issue 
online or by phoning them,” said 
Fu, who is also an environmental 
engineer from Sichuan province. 

She said that compared with 
offline meetings, which involve 
travel costs, the chat group has 
greatly improved communication 
efficiency and contributed to dep
uties’ work.

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 
faces challenges at home and abroad

After much trial and error, porcelain 
maker’s efforts are paying dividends

By MO JINGXI

mojingxi@chinadaily.com.cn
Xi Jinping after he and four other 
Greek scholars introduced the 
preparatory work to Xi in a recent 
letter.

“We know that President Xi must 
be very busy and we couldn’t be 
sure that he would find the time to 
send us a reply. It showed that he 
recognized the importance of the 
values we wanted to promote,” he 
told China Daily.

In his reply, Xi underlined the 
importance of deeply understand
ing the age-old origins and rich 
content of different civilizations 
and allowing the essence of all civi
lizations to benefit the present gen
eration and all mankind.
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and global peace,” he said, adding 
that Greece and China have a lot to 
learn from each other.

The center was the outcome of 
the consensus reached by Chinese 
and Greek leaders during Xi’s 
state visit to the European country 
in 2019.

After visiting the Acropolis 
Museum accompanied by then 
Greek president Prokopis Pavlo
poulos, Xi said the tour left him 
with a beautiful and memorable 
impression, and deepened his 
understanding of ancient Greek 
civilization.

“We share the (Chinese) presi
dent’s conviction that the legacy of 
both civilizations can once more 
provide spiritual guidance help
ing us deal with the serious prob
lems humanity is facing,” 
Virvidakis said.

Pantelis Golitsis, an assistant 
professor at Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki and one of the 
authors of the letter to Xi, said he 
was grateful to the president for his 
generous support for the scientific 
activities of the center.

“I completely share his vision 
about the importance of mutual 
learning among civilizations, 
which drives human prosperity

IP protection 
to keep up with 
technology

Selling products abroad used to 
be simple for Chinese exporters two 
or three decades ago.

They would receive orders from 
foreign trade agencies, long-term 
foreign clients and new customers 
they had met at trade events, such as 
the China Import and Export Fair, 
also known as the Canton Fair, and 
the China-ASEAN Expo.

Then they would manufac
ture and ship the goods to x 
other parts of the world. A
Many business owners *
then had more time to play | 
golf and sip tea with friends. 

Today, however, such a man
agement and business mode is no 
longer’ tenable for those hoping to 
remain competitive.

Due to disruptions of the COVID- 
19 pandemic, softening global 
demand, geoeconomic shocks and 
fierce competition from countries 
such as Vietnam and India over the 
past three years, Chinese manufac
turers, especially those in coastal 
provinces such as Jiangsu, Zhejiang, 
Fujian and Guangdong, have boost
ed their presence at international 
exhibitions. They also have expand
ed their market channels in emerg
ing markets to drive growth tliis year. 

For instance, East China’s Jiangsu 
province plans to support its export
ers’ participation in 206 overseas 
business exhibitions this year, 
including the International Sour
cing Expo Australia in Sydney in 
July and Manufacturing World Osa
ka in Japan in October.

While assisting companies in the 
province in the new energy vehicle 
and battery industries to expand 
their sales channels in overseas 
markets, Jiangsu’s provincial gov
ernment will bolster export activi
ties of used cars in Nanjing and 
Suzhou, in order to cultivate new 
growth points this year.

Furthermore, to help companies 
get more overseas orders, the govern
ment of Wenzhou, an export hub in 
East China’s Zhejiang province, offers 
subsidies to encourage companies in 
the city to take part in overseas trade 
foil’s this year. It set a goal to assist the 
participation of more than 300 
exporters in more than 50 exhibi
tions abroad in the first quarter. 

After participating in the MIDO

www.chinadailyglobal.com
A member of

includes NPC deputies such as 
Fu, but also has officials from the 
NPC Standing Committee and 
those in charge of environmen
tal protection from government 
agencies and judicial authori
ties.

“Joining the group enabled me 
to read reports provided by offi
cials to see whether the environ-

oon after presenting sugges
tions on strengthening wet
land protection to China’s 

top legislative body in March last 
year, Fu Yuhang was invited to 
join an online chat group.

The group updates information 
on how government bodies han
dle proposals made by Fu, a depu
ty to the National People’s 
Congress.

The chatroom, which is simi
lar to a WeChat group, not only

TECHNOLOGY HELPS LEGISLATORS
WORK MORE EFFICIENTLY

--------------------------------♦-----------------------------------

NPC deputies, CPPCC members benefit from introduction of online chatrooms

Eyewear Show, an annual interna
tional event of the optics, optome
try, ophthalmology and eyewear 
industry, in Milan in early February, 
Pan Aimei, general manager of 
Wenzhou Tangfeng Songrain 
Industrial Co, along with three 
employees, sealed $600,000 worth 
of business orders at their booth in 
Milan. The eyewear manufacturer 
also plans to send representatives 
to Brazil, Singapore, France and 
other countries to participate in 
various optical exhibitions later 
this year to gain more orders. 

“Geopolitical tensions have push
ed many European clients to place a 
small number of orders. So we have 

, altered our market strategy)’ 
. j said Pan. “We have already 

y booked booths at optical 
shows to be held in Rio de 
Janeiro and Singapore later 

this year to establish our mar
ket presence in nontraditional 

markets, like some economies in 
South America and Southeast Asia.” 

Yu Baocai, a sales manager at Shu- 
angtong Daily Necessities Co, a plas
tic product manufacturer based in 
Yiwu, Zhejiang, said that applying for 
an Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera
tion Business Travel Card, confirming 
meeting schedules with overseas cli
ents and developing a travel itinerary 
for the coming months have become 
priorities after he secured a number 
of orders at the company’s booth at 
Ambiente 2023, a major consumer 
goods trade fair held in Frankfurt, 
Germany, in early February.

An APEC Business Travel Card is 
issued to business travelers who are 
citizens of economies that partici
pate in APEC. It eliminates the need 
for a visa when visiting other APEC 
economies, according to China’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Apart from introducing its latest 
environmentally friendly straw prod
ucts to European customers, Yu said 
the company will explore emerging 
markets, especially in North Africa 
and the Middle East, as well as in 
countries that have signed the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership pact, to further diversify 
its sales channels in the years ahead. 

Given the increasing risks of a 
global recession and a notable slow
down in external demand, Li Xing- 
qian, director-general of the 
department of foreign trade at the 
Ministry of Commerce, said that the 
government will optimize existing 
trade policies and introduce new 
measures this year.

INSIDE

Chinese democracy
meets people’s needs

Comment, page 12

Chinese manufacturers pursue overseas 
footholds to cultivate new growth points
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Mourners attend a public viewing on Wednesday in Crotone, Italy, of the caskets of dozens of migrants who died in a shipwreck on Sunday 
in rough seas off the southern coast of Italy. Wailing and other expressions of grief echoed through the sports complex as viewing of the 
closed caskets began on Wednesday, remo casilli / Reuters
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Rescuers stand next to the wreckage of trains after a collision near 
Tempe, Greece, on Wednesday. The toll from Greece’s worst rail 
accident rose to 46 on Thursday after a head-on collision blamed on 
"human error" that has sparked angry protests, giannis papanikos/ ap
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Yuan Haibo, third from right, a deputy to the National People's Congress, visits a farm in Qujing, Yunnan province, on Feb 23 to find jobs for farmers, jiang wenyao / xinhua

Tech: More virtual meetings introduced
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and deliberation of State affairs.
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NPC deputies
Deputies sen/e a term of five years.

while the number of deputies among 
workers, farmers and technicians has 
also risen.

Chinese People's Political Con
sultative Conference 

The CPPCC is a patriotic united 

front organization for the Chinese 
people, serving as a key mechanism 

for multiparty cooperation and politi
cal consultation under the leadership 

of the Communist Party of China. It is 
China's only national political con
sultative body and an important 

channel for socialist consultative 
democracy, a key component of the 

national governance system, and an 
institution designed with Chinese 

characteristics.
The main functions of the National 

Committee and local committees of the 
CPPCC are political consultation, demo

cratic supervision, and participation in

Contact the writers at
caoyin@chinadaily.com.cn
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jing and elsewhere via video link. 
During the five-minute broad-

CPPCC members
Members of the CPPCC comprise the 

main body of the organization. Setving a 

five-year term, they are encouraged to 
reach out to the people they represent 

to hear their opinions and suggestions, 
promote State policies and guidelines, 
and help the Party and government 
explain policies, dispel misgivings, 

address concerns and problems, and 
enhance unity.

A total of 2,172 members of the 14th 

National Committee of the CPPCC were 

elected ahead of its first annual session, 
which is due to begin in Beijing on Sat
urday. The nation's top political advisoiy 

body has set up a new group of 85 
members focusing on the environment 
and natural resources.
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already submitted five proposals 
via the app, including one on low
ering the legal age for marriage, as 
part of efforts to address an aging 
society.

Zhang Yuezhuo, deputy director of 
the CPPCC National Committee’s 
Secretary Bureau, said, “With these 
online methods, our activities are 
not restricted by time or location. 
For most members, this is a part- 
time job. They also have their own 
work to do, so they don’t have 
enough time to meet offline.”

Information skills have helped 
political advisers improve their 
work, Zhang said, adding that vid
eo consultations have also become 
an innovative way to expand par
ticipation by CPPCC members in

various meetings and surveys. 
“By using video links, more grass

roots situations can be presented in 
detail to people in the meeting 
rooms, and these links also allow 
more political advisers from various 
areas and even the public to join the 
discussion,” he added.

Data show the CPPCC has held 
17 discussions via video link in the 
past five years, enabling political 
advisers to join the meetings via 
their computers or mobile phones. 
It also used video technology for 
about 350 activities during this 
period, with 211 of these events 
taking place last year.

Online meetings have also been 
introduced for NPC deputies.

Over the past five years, Fang Lan, 
vice-president of Shaanxi Normal 
University’s Northwest Institute of 
Historical Environment and Socio- 
Economic Development and a depu
ty to 13th NPC, submitted five 
motions. They mainly covered Yel
low River protection, food safety and 
carbon neutralization. Fang also put 
forward 24 proposals covering simi
lartopics.

Before COVID-19 struck China 
in 2020, she visited rural areas to 
talk with villagers and conduct 
surveys, but Fang said the frequen
cy of her field visits declined in the 
past three years.

“I tried my best to conduct 
research in Shaanxi and contact 
enterprises and residents by phone 
to understand their situation, even 
though it was sometimes difficult to 
travel to meetings due to the epi
demic,” she said.

To her surprise, the NPC Stand
ing Committee quickly put many 
of its activities online.

On Aug 22, Fang attended an 
online seminar on carbon neutrali
zation with other national legisla
tors after they submitted related 
motions. During the meeting, offi
cials from the NPC’s Environmental 
Protection and Resource Conserva
tion Committee explained to the 
deputies how their motions are tack
led, and shared ideas about the car
bon issue with them.

Fang said she has taken part in 
several online seminars organized 
by the NPC Standing Committee. 

“Even conferences were held via 
video link, and the quality of the 
meetings was fully guaranteed 
with the inclusion of solid content 
and strict procedures,” she said.

Fang added that before an 
online meeting was held, she usu
ally received a text message from 
the NPC Standing Committee, 
which included the conference 
time and the online room number. 

“I was also told to fully prepare 
material and summarize the main 
points of my proposals to ensure I 
expressed myself accurately and effi
ciently during the online session. In 
short, every participant must take 
going online seriously?’ she said.

Fang added that she expects the 
top legislature to continue using 
online methods and offline sur
veys to help new deputies better 
perform their duties and play a 
bigger role in serving the people 
and submitting high-quality 
motions and proposals.

7/-

,4

J*

National People's Congress 
The NPC is the highest organ of 

State power and China's top legisla

ture. It is composed of deputies elect
ed from 35 electoral units in 

accordance with the law. Each Con
gress is elected for a term of five 

years, and holds a plenary session 
annually.

Only the NPC has the power to 
amend the Constitution and supervise 

its enforcement. It is given the power to 
enact and amend laws governing crimi
nal offenses, civil affairs, State organs 

and other matters, as well as to elect, 
decide to appoint and remove from 

office members of central State organs. 
It also determines major issues con

cerning national economic and social 
growth.

They meet in NPC plenary sessions 
every year to review annual work 
reports of the central government, the 

NPC Standing Committee, the 
Supreme People's Court and the 

Supreme People’s Procuratorate. They 
also deliberate each year on plans for 

socioeconomic development and cen
tral and local budgets.

At the annual session, they review 
important pieces of legislation. They can 

submit motions and suggestions.
A total of 2,977 deputies were elected 

to the 14th NPC before its first full ses

sion, which is scheduled to begin in Bei
jing on Sunday. They comprise a broad 

cross-section of society, with every 
region, ethnic group and sector having 

an appropriate number of representa

tives.
Among the 14th NPC deputies, over 

26 percent are women, a rise of 1.64 

percentage points from the 13th NPC,

cast, Fan introduced the process 
involved in rebuilding roads 
washed away by flooding in 2016, 
and his suggestions on improving 
the rural road management sys
tem. A number of political advisers 
also joined the broadcast from 
other areas of the country.

CPPCC members nationwide 
logged on to the livestreaming plat
form and sent messages to voice 
their ideas. Their advice was submit
ted to related departments for refer
ence.

In addition to livestreaming, 
CPPCC members can now submit 
proposals via a smartphone app.

Fan, who has been elected a 
member of the 14th CPPCC 
National Committee, said he has

Submitting motions and sugges
tions to the NPC, the country’s top 
legislature, is a major task for dep
uties, who are elected by the peo
ple to represent the public’s 
interests.

At the upcoming annual ses
sions of the NPC and the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, 
China’s top political advisory body, 
NPC deputies and members of the 
CPPCC National Committee will 
submit more motions and propos
als. They will also make sugges
tions and give their opinions on 
issues concerning the nation’s 
social and economic development 

In recent years, new technolo
gies have helped NPC deputies and 
members of the CPPCC National 
Committee improve their work.

In February last year, the NPC 
Standing Committee’s General 
Office launched an information plat
form to put all the steps involved in 
handling motions and proposals on 
the internet, including submissions, 
communication and feedback.

Introducing such a platform — 
the initiative of Yang Zhenwu, sec
retary-general of the NPC Stand
ing Committee — had been in the 
works for a long time.

Yang said at the launch ceremo
ny for the platform, “We’d like to 
optimize technologies to offer dep
uties comprehensive, accurate, 
convenient and efficient services 
to perform their duty.”

The NPC Standing Committee 
quickly set up online chat groups 
to tackle proposals presented by 
deputies to the 13th NPC during 
the fifth session of the Congress in 
March last year. Other measures, 
including video calls and video 
conferences, were also introduced 
to increase communication with 
deputies.

In addition to joining the online 
group, Fu attended seminars via 
video link several times from 2018 
to 2022 — her five-year term as a 
deputy to the 13th NPC.

“All these online methods meant 
I could perform my work more 
efficiently, especially during the 
COVID-19 epidemic,” Fu said.

Official data show that deputies 
to the 13th NPC submitted 9,203 
suggestions during its fifth ses
sion, mainly covering technology, 
education, healthcare, develop
ment plans and social affairs.

To ensure deputies could track 
the entire process involved in han
dling their advice, the NPC Stand
ing Committee set up an online 
chat group for each proposal and 
invited government officials to 
take part in this work.

‘Tn short, the deputies, including 
myself, were provided with a ‘bridge’ 
to directly contact those handling 
our proposals — accelerating our 
exchanges of information, and giv
ing us more time for further research 
and to offer new advice,” Fu said.

Li Zongsheng, another deputy to 
the 13tli NPC and a lawyer from Lia
oning province, said he has also ben
efited from such online groups.

‘T could follow and be told which 
stage my suggestions had reached 
while I made my way from the law 
firm or court, which meant I could
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perform my duties as a deputy any “valuable assistant”, Fan Sheling, a 
time and anywhere,” he said. member of the 13th CPPCC

“Compared with carrying written National Committee, who is well
documents to Beijing while attend- versed on rural affairs, was invited 
ing annual sessions of the NPC and to share during a livestream 
waiting for calls from its Standing broadcast a survey he conducted 
Committee after the sessions closed, on rural road construction. It was 
die online method is more efficient the first time he had taken part in 
and convenient, helping us use the a livestreaming session.
time saved to fulfill our duties.” The 57-year-old political adviser

used a tablet to conduct the ses- 
Livestreaming applied sion from a mountaintop in Shex- 

While deputies to the 13th NPC ian county, Hebei province, where 
were encouraged to use the internet he showed a winding mountain 
for their work during their five-year road behind him.
terms, technology also helped mem- Several other advisers and gov-
bers of the 13th National Committee ernment officials took part in the 
of the CPPCC give suggestions and session at meeting rooms in Bei- 
attend activities.

Regarding the technology as a
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Top left: Yuan Haibo talks with farmers in Qujing. jiang wenyao / xinhua Top right: Dong Caiyun, an NPC deputy, holds a course on Feb 23 at 
Chuimatan Primary School, where she used to work, in Gansu province, fan peikun/xinhua Above left: NPC deputy Wang Mengmeng, left, 
packs strawberries with a villager in Chuzhou, Anhui province, feng zailei / xinhua Above right: NPC deputy Li Xianlan. center, talks with her 
colleagues at an auto company in Beijing lu hanxin / xinhua
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the general tenor of the operation. 
The irony is that the real perpe

trators of the “decline” of the US 
economy have sat in the very rooms 
occupied by this select committee 
— members of the US Congress. 

For decades, US lawmakers have 
passed legislation to send jobs 
overseas, to dismantle critical 
infrastructure and to depend on 
the strength of the almighty dollar 
to buy what was needed from 
cheap-labor countries. 

In pursuing its modernization,

China copied some of the better 
aspects of the older, more tradi
tional US system, such as industri
al policy, which disappeared from 
the US decades ago and was 
replaced by laissez faire — ‘let the 
market decide” — capitalism. 

It was not China that caused US 
economic woes, but a succession of 
US administrations and the Con
gress. Even some of the more guilt- 
ridden Democratic participants in 
this whole charade seem to want to 
focus on improving competitiveness

rather than bashing China, but in 
the present climate, they will proba
bly be dragged along by the more 
vociferous China hawks. 

In die 1950s, there was a great 
debate in the US that led to die 
question, “Who lost China?” 

Today, the debate should be 
“Who lost America?” And with 
that debate, there will have to be a 
lot of soul-searching among 
present and former US legislators.

But a previous attack by a 
Republican congressman against a 
Chinese American congresswom- 
an, Judy Chu, a Democrat from 
California, accusing her of being a 
security risk, indicated the hear
ing’s hidden agenda.

While Gallagher and Represent
ative Raja Krishnamoorthi, a Dem
ocrat from Illinois, distanced 
themselves from those comments, 
the remarks clearly underscored

The author is the chief of the Wash
ington bureau of the weekly news
magazine Executive Intelligence 
Review. The views do not necessa
rily reflect those of China Daily.
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zhongnan @chinadaily.com.cn

governance and bolster interna
tional development cooperation.

The foreign minister said that 
China has suspended more debt 
service payments than any other 
G20 member, and participated in 
debt treatment under the Common 
Framework.

“We hope that multilateral finan
cial institutions and commercial 
creditors will be actively involved 
in the debt treatment of developing 
countries,” he said.

The foreign ministers’ meeting, 
as a preparatory meeting of this 

ByMOJINGXI

mojingxi @chinadaily.com .cn

Greek studies at Beijing Foreign 
Studies University.

Virvidakis, from the University of 
Athens, said that exchanges of intel
lectuals, academics and scholars 
could also provide a basis for devel
oping friendship among people who 
speak different languages and have 
their own particular historical expe
riences and cultural legacies.

He noted that what is most 
important is the possibility of high
lighting shared and similar values 
that reveal the common core of 
humanity.

Wang Yong, the Chinese secretary
general of the newly established cen
ter and an associate professor at 
Southwest University in Chongqing, 
said that the best approach to fur
thering the mutual understanding 
between China and the rest of the 
world is to promote exchanges 
among different civilizations.

companies are expected to partici
pate in these events.

Even though the global economic 
downturn and uncertainties have 
created challenges for many coun
tries in maintaining stable foreign 
trade and investment, China has 
responded by upgrading its indus
trial structure and further deepen
ing its reform and opening-up 
policies, said Chen Jianqi, a profes
sor at the Party School of the Cen
tral Committee of the Communist 
Party of China (National Academy 
of Governance).

In addition to resuming offline 
exhibits at trade fairs like the Can
ton Fair and stabilizing economic 
and trade cooperation with all par
ties, China has sought to join high- 
standard economic and trade 
agreements such as the Compre
hensive and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership and 
the Digital Economy Partnership 
Agreement, said Zhang Jianping, 
head of the center for regional eco
nomic cooperation at the Chinese 
Academy of International Trade 

Xi said he felt the impact of histo
ry and further realized that China 
and Greece, as two ancient civiliza
tions, have much in common.

After the visit, the two sides start
ed to build a center dedicated to 
what the two leaders proposed.

George Papandreou, who served 
as Greek prime minister from 2009 
to 2011, lias met Xi many times.

He told reporters in a recent 
interview that in his eyes, Xi is a 
leader who lias a good understand
ing of the essence and mission of 
civilization.

“In both the Chinese civilization 
and Greek civilization, we have 
concepts which provide us with 

Over the years, various types of 
exchange activities between Chinese 
and foreign civilizations have 
occurred in different places across 
the world.

In the Belgian city of Ghent, musi
cal pieces by Belgian composer 
Johan Famaey were performed and 
sung in Chinese by Belgian artists to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year in 
February.

In Siem Reap province of Cam
bodia, Chinese and Cambodian 
experts are working together to 
restore the Royal Palace of the 
Angkor Thom after successfully 
restoring the Chau Say Tevoda 
temple and the Ta Keo temple at 
Angkor Wat.

In Saudi Arabia, an ancient and 

year’s G20 Summit to be held in 
September, comes at a time of deep 
global divisions.

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning said on Thursday that 
China looks forward to working 
with fellow G2O members to stay 
committed to solidarity and cooper
ation, focus on its mandate and 
main function, and play a bigger 
role in addressing major global eco
nomic and financial challenges, 
bringing about a stable global eco
nomic recovery and promoting 
global development.

prosperous seaport, known as al 
Serrian, was unveiled in 2018 
thanks to a joint Chinese-Saudi 
archaeological team’s discovery of 
more than 100 ancient tombs and 
dozens of cultural relics.

hi Iran, a total of 100 scholarships 
will be provided by the Chinese gov
ernment to Chinese-language teach
ers there over the next five years as 
agreed upon by the two sides during 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi’s 
recent visit to China.

“Mutual learning and exchanges 
among different civilizations can 
help dispel misgivings and enhance 
mutual trust, thus laying a solid 
cornerstone for the stable develop
ment of state-to-state relations,” 
said Qian Yingchao, a professor of

be secured and attempts to decou
ple or sever supply chains should 
be opposed, Qin said.

In November, leaders of the G20 
met in Bali, Indonesia, at a time of 
unparalleled multidimensional cri
ses and agreed on the necessity of 
collective efforts to tackle global 
challenges.

Noting that the outcomes of the 
Bali Summit must be delivered, Qin 
called on G20 members to enhance 
macroeconomic policy coordina
tion, safeguard food and energy 
security, improve global economic 

Foreign Minister Qin Gang has 
called for greater efforts from Group 
of 20 members to practice true mul
tilateralism and reject unilateralism 
and protectionism in order to make 
global development more inclusive, 
resilient and beneficial for all.

Qin made the remarks on Thurs
day at the G2O Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting in New Delhi, India. He is 
taking part in the event for the first 
time since being appointed China’s 
foreign minister at tire end of last year. 

“The G2O is a premier forum for 
international economic coopera
tion. Faced with a volatile interna
tional situation and rising global 
challenges, the G20 must rise to the 
occasion, enhance cooperation, and 
contribute its share to global devel
opment and prosperity,” Qin said at 
a session during the meeting.

He stressed the importance of 
dialogue on an equal footing and 
consensus-building through consul
tation, saying that global affairs 
should be handled by all through 
discussion and no one should 
engage in power politics or even 
bloc confrontation.

To promote the sound develop
ment of globalization, the stable 
and smooth operation of global 
industrial and supply chains must

ply and they may also be joined by 
writers and artists,” he said.

In a speech delivered in 2014 at 
the headquarters of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, Xi for the 
first time elaborated on his view 
that civilizations will become richer 
and more colorful with exchanges 
and mutual learning, thus provid
ing an important drive for human 
progress and global peace and 
development.

He later stressed on different 
occasions that closer people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges and mutual learning 
of civilizations are a sure way to 
eliminate estrangement and misun
derstanding and promote mutual 
understanding among nations.

guidelines to more harmonious 
cooperation in our world,” he said, 
noting that, through their 
exchanges, the two countries could 
set an example of equal dialogue 
between civilizations.

According to Virvidakis, the Cen
ter of Chinese and Greek Ancient 
Civilizations will implement a 
series of projects this year, includ
ing academic exchanges, joint 
workshops and education pro
grams, and summer and winter 
schools for students, as well as a 
major conference on issues related 
to the study of the two philosophi
cal traditions.

“Thus, exchanges between aca
demics, researchers and scholars in 
the two countries will soon multi

way Co, tiie service’s railroad opera
tor, said his company will intensify 
efforts to boost the cargo volume of 
the intermodal express service. It 
aims to ensure that the service can 
operate at least once per week.

Wenzhou had opened direct car
go flights to 11 countries, including 
Vietnam, Thailand, the Philippines 
and Russia, by the end of 2022, 
while its near-sea shipping network 
covered a number of major ports in 
member economies of the Associa
tion of Southeast Asian Nations.

Eager to promote its products in 
the ASEAN market, Quanzhou, 
Fujian province, established a tex
tile and garment exhibition and 
sales center in Bangkok, Thailand, 
in mid-February.

The city plans to leverage its 
export-oriented industry structure 
and organize more than 19 over
seas business trips by delegations 
in the first quarter, in order to seek 
opportunities and expand global 
market share. Quanzhou govern
ment officials have said that more 
than 330 people from 230 local 

and Economic Cooperation.
These efforts support foreign 

trade and investment and have 
contributed to securing the global 
supply chain, said Zhang.

Yang Fan, spokeswoman for the 
Beijing-based China Council for the 
Promotion of International Trade, 
said that as China’s economy con
tinues to recover and cross-border 
exchanges gradually return to nor
mal, the council will host and par
ticipate in hundreds of trade and 
economic activities, such as exhibi
tions, forums and mutual visits of 
delegations this year.

She said the council also will 
organize high-level economic and 
trade delegations to visit the US, 
Europe, Australia, Russia, South 
Korea, India, Saudi Arabia, Brazil 
and other countries and regions 
this year. By late February' the agen
cy had received 519 applications for 
exhibitions in 47 countries from 50 
domestic exhibition organizers.
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Foreign Minister Qin Gang (left) meets with India’s External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar 
before the start of the G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi, India, on Thursday. Qin delivered a 
speech at a session at the meeting, which was held on Wednesday and Thursday. India holds the G20 
presidency this year. India’s ministry of external affairs via Reuters

Rescuers evacuate a person trapped by floodwater in southern
Johor state, Malaysia, on Wednesday. Emergency workers in boats 
lifted people trapped on rooftops to safety and rescued others from 
surging water as incessant rain submerged homes and villages. 
Over 26,000 people had been evacuated as of Thursday. 
NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY VIA AP

This will help businesses cut 
operational costs and raise their 
efficiency while stabilizing and 
improving the structure of the 
country’s foreign trade.

Attracted by Wenzhou’s well-de
veloped transportation infrastruc
ture and geographical advantages, 
34 twenty-foot equivalent container 
units loaded with various exported 
goods, such as lamps, suitcases and 
car parts, were shipped by train from 
Nanchang, the capital of inland 
Jiangxi province, to Wenzhou on Feb 
18 as part of the Wenzhou-Nanchang 
sea-rail express sendee.

The cargo will be shipped to 
ports in the United States, Thailand 
and Vietnam via various shipping 
companies through the port of 
Wenzhou. The shipment also 
marks the gradual normalization of 
the operation of the Wenzhou-Nan
chang sea-rail service, according to 
Wenzhou’s bureau of commerce.

Yue Chen, general manager of the 
Jiangxi branch of Ningbo Port Rail-

The latest proposed US sale of 
military hardware to Taiwan has 
spurred concern on the Chinese 
mainland along with some vocif
erous opposition on social media 
about an escalation in tensions.

The US State Department has 
approved a $619 million sale of 
hundreds of missiles to equip new 
American-made F-16 jet fighters 
that the island is expecting to 
receive by' the middle of this decade. 

The proposed sale — which the 
Pentagon’s Defense Security Coop
eration Agency (DSCA) informed 
Congress of on Wednesday — 
comes amid heightened tensions 
between Washington and Beijing 
over Taiwan and other issues, such 
as a slew of legislative measures 
put forth recently by the US House 
of Representatives that are aimed 
at restricting China across a wide 
range of areas.

The main US contractors for the 
latest arms sales are Raytheon Mis
siles & Defense, in Tucson, Arizona, 
a subsidiary of Raytheon Technolo
gies Corp in Arlington, Virginia; 
and Lockheed Martin Corp, based 
in the Washington suburb of 
Bethesda, Maryland, which is also 
building the F-16 jets.

Both companies have been sanc
tioned by China for their role in 
arms sales to Taiwan.

The first of the 66 aircraft is on 
schedule to be delivered in the mid- 
20205, reported The Wall Street 
Journal, citing people familiar with 
the order.

“Such sales undermine China’s 
sovereignty and security interests, 
and harm China-US relations and 
peace and stability across the Tai
wan Straits,” Mao Ning, a Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman, 
said Thursday.

“I need to stress that Taiwan is 
an inalienable part of China’s terri
tory,” she said, adding that “the US’ 
calculus to use Taiwan to contain 
China (is) the root cause of the ten
sions in the Taiwan Straits”.

Globalnews.ca, a Canadian news

r

I

Foreign minister 
calls for handling 
of global affairs 
through dialogue

1 outlet with 838,000 followers on 
Twitter, said Wednesday that the 
sales “are likely to further sour 
already tense ties between Wash
ington and Beijing, which has 
repeatedly demanded such deals 
stop”

The Sirius Report, a Twitter 
account that supports a multipo
lar world, tweeted to its 137,000 
followers on Wednesday: “As ever 
China just needs to ignore this US 
provocation. They are desperate for 
China to invade or attack Taiwan 
to justify sanctioning Beijing and 
to say, see we told you China is an 
aggressor.”

Tom Fowdy, a foreign policy ana
lyst on China and North Korea, 
tweeted to his 82,500 followers, 
“The US can arm Taiwan how it 
likes but any Chinese arms to Rus
sia are threatened with coordinated 
G7 sanctions.”

Mario Nawfal, CEO of Interna
tional Blockchain Consulting, said 
to his 379,000 followers on IWitter: 
“There is no formal requirement for 
the US to ‘protect’ Taiwan. So the 
reason is probably strategic, and 
Taiwan’s microchip manufacturing 
is likely a big part of this strategy.” 

Danny Haiphong, a Twitter user 
in the US, told his 57,000 follower's: 
“The US is sending more weapons 
to Taiwan after claims that China 
has crossed the Air Defense Iden
tification Zone (ADIZ). A reminder 
that the ADIZ is a US creation. It 
is not recognized by international 
law and significant portions of the 
lines drawn cross (the Chinese 
mainland).”

Bevin Chu, who is on Twitter in 
Taiwan, wrote: “Instead of squan
dering billions meddling in the 
internal politics of China, risking 
WWIII, how about reallocating 
it at home, in Philadelphia? God 
only knows it is needed in America 
more than it is in Taiwan.”

Twitter user Wendy Patterson 
wrote to her 24,800 followers of the 
missile sales, “You can’t view their 
actions and tell me with a straight 
face that they’re not trying to start 
WW3.”
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Chongqing builds globe s largest rail transit network in a mountainous area
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Chongqing municipality com
pleted the construction of a 500- 
kilometer urban rail transit line on 
Feb 27, said to be the world’s largest 
rail transit network in a mountain
ous area.

It also became the eighth domes
tic city to operate a rail transit line 
over 500 km, following Shanghai, 
Beijing, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 
Chengdu, Hangzhou and Wuhan.

China lias led die world in rail 
transit construction and operation 
in recent years. By the end of2022,53

By HE QI in Shanghai 

heqi@chinadaily.com.cn

were built simultaneously in early 
2000 to save space. It uses special
ized noise reduction equipment to 
isolate station noise from the sur
rounding residences.

It is a must-visit for tourists in the 
city, and a viewing platform was 
specially built near the station for 
tourists to admire the trains.

Chongqing has the deepest sub
way station in China — Hongyan Vil
lage Station of Line 9 — with its train 
platform located 116 meters, or 39 
stories, underground. It is one of the 
deepest in the world, taking about 10 
minutes and eight escalators to reach 
the platform from the entrance.

the doctor who did the CT scan 
thought zriongnwzo — meaning pan
da — was an unconventional human 
name when it popped up on the 
queue and didn’t realize that it was a 
real giant panda until they met the 
special patient

A group consisting of veterinari
ans and medical experts from the 
China Conservation and Research 
Center for the Giant Panda, Renji 
Hospital and the park decided to 
cany out the operation on Qi Qi. 
Three medical personnel from 
Renji Hospital were sent to the 
park to assist with the surgery.

On Thursday, the hospital con
firmed the operation was over. Fol
low-up information about Qi Qi 
will be released by the park.

By WU YONG in Shenyang 

and ZHANG XIAOMIN

Procuratorates have intensified 
the comprehensive judicial protec
tion of intellectual property rights 
via specialized case handling, with 
about 13,000 people being prose
cuted for IP infringements last 
year, according to the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate.

They also intensified the supervi
sion of civil administration litiga
tion, which refers to a citizen or 
organization initiating a lawsuit 
against administration depart
ments for violations. Procurator
ates handled 937 cases of IP civil 
administration litigation last year, 
up 72.2 percent year-on-year.

LiuTaizong, director of the SPP’s 
IPR Procuratorial Office, said that 
IPR cases often involve cutting- 
edge and professional problems, 
especially technical cases involving 
patents and trade secrets, requir
ing a team of prosecutors with pro
fessional knowledge and skills.

To meet those needs, in Novem
ber 2020, the SPP set up the IPR 
Procuratorial Office to coordinate 
resources from the criminal, civil, 
administrative and public interest 
litigation departments to carry out 
IP protection.

ByYANGZEKUN

yangzekun@chinadaily.com.cn

In 2004, Chongqing built its first 
urban rail Line 2 in the densely pop
ulated downtown area with rugged 
terrain, which was China’s first 
monorail and the first rail transit 
line in western China. The heavy
monorail technology imported 
from Japan can leverage the ability 
to negotiate steep grades and tight 
curves and rapid transit capacity.

Liziba Station on Line 2 became 
one of the most famous stations in 
the world after videos of the metro 
train passing through a 19-story 
residential building went viral on 
social media in recent years.

The station and the building

on activities that infringe on com
panies’ core technologies and 
strengthening the protection of 
trade secrets to stimulate innova
tion. Measures have also been tak
en to prevent secondary secret 
leaks during prosecution. About 
220 people have been prosecuted 
for infringing on trade secrets in 
the past two years,” he said.

Liu said that IPR procuratorial 
departments are actively carrying 
out legal supervision over big data 
and expanding data sources for 
IPR protection, and making full 
use of local platforms to obtain 
judicial judgment and administra
tive punishment data in accord
ance with the law, so as to make an 
in-depth analysis to get evidence.

The SPP is encouraging procura
torial organs to set up IPR depart
ments or specialized case-handling 
organizations in light of local condi
tions to integrate the resources 
from different procuratorial depart
ments. Meanwhile, it will promote 
the system of assisting case han
dling by technical investigators and 
expert approval to ensure the quali
ty of case handling.

Procuratorial organs will also 
pay close attention to frontier IP 
issues in the fields of metaverse, 
non-fungible tokens, databases 
and short videos, and strengthen 
in-depth research on different 
types of IPR, protection methods 
and legal risks, he said.

By the end of last year, 29 provin
cial-level procuratorates had set up 
IPR procuratorial departments with 
professional personnel. In 2022, the 
SPP also issued a guideline to clarify 
the principles, tasks, specific meas
ures and case-handling procedures 
for IPR procuratorial work.

As a basic system for protecting 
scientific and technological inno
vation, the IPR protection system 
plays an irreplaceable role in pro
moting scientific and technological 
progress and high-quality econom
ic and social development, said Liu. 

“The protection of IPR is a sys
tematic project, while strengthen
ing the legal protection of IPR, 
procuratorial organs actively inte
grate into the national IPR protec
tion system, and their work is not 
limited to handling cases, but to 
put forward timely suggestions on 
social governance problems found 
to make up for the loopholes in gov
ernance,” he said.

In the process of case handling, 
the procuratorates have focused on 
the key national innovation sec
tors, highlighting the protection in 
emerging technologies and in areas 
such as information technology, 
artificial intelligence and biomedi
cine, he said.

“We are severely cracking down 

cities have operated 290 rail transit 
lines with a total 9,584' km, according 
to the Ministry of Transport.

“With innovative designs and 
advanced technology, Chongqing 
Rail Transit lias achieved many firsts 
in the country, even in the world, 
and become one of the city’s fea
tures,” said Yue Shun, director of the 
Chongqing Commission of Housing 
and Urban-Rural Development

By 2025, Chongqing’s rail transit 
system in operation or under con
struction is projected to exceed 
1,000 km, with daily average pas
senger traffic in major urban dis
tricts exceeding 6 million travelers,

A five-year-old giant panda raised 
at Shanghai Wild Animal Park has 
undergone surgery and is currently 
in treatment after being diagnosed 
with an intestinal obstruction, 
according to the park and the hospi
tal facilitating the surgery.

The panda, named Qi Qi, is the 
14th offspring of the giant panda 
Princess, the first successfully bred 
to survive at the China Giant Panda 
Protection and Research Center.

Qi Qi was sent to hospital on 
Monday after displaying abnormal 
symptoms including fatigue, low 
activity and poor appetite since last 
Friday. The park’s veterinary team 

1

carried out a clinical examination 
and took some action to address 
her symptoms.

Based on Qi Qi’s body tempera
ture, heart rate, blood work and clini
cal manifestations, veterinarians 
from the wild animal park with 
experts from the China Conservation 
and Research Center for the Giant 
Panda formalized a preliminary 
diagnosis of intestinal obstruction. 

Qi Qi then had a CT scan, which 
confirmed the diagnosis.

Intestinal obstruction is a rare 
condition in giant pandas and its 
pathogenesis is unknown. In an ear
lier incident last March, giant panda 
Ya Ao, also at the park, died of intes
tinal obstruction at the age of 18. 

According to China Youth Daily,

March 5 has flourished as Lei Feng 
Day. For the past 60 years, it has 
been marked by countless volun
tary acts of service to others.

Fushun alone lias cultivated a 
large number of Lei Feng enthusi
asts. More than 40,000 citizen 
groups volunteering to learn from 
his spirit have emeiged.

Lei Feng’s diary, deeds and 
image have accompanied the life 
and growth of several generations 
of Chinese people. People often 
refer to those who love doing good 
deeds as ‘living Lei Feng’!

Recently, President Xi Jinping 
called for carrying forward the Lei 
Feng spirit, which embodies the 
pursuit of lofty ideals and high 
moral standards, to enable it to 
“shine more brightly” in the new

Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman 
of the Central Military Commis
sion, made the remark during 
instructions on further carrying 
out activities to learn from Lei 
Feng.

Xi said that for six decades the 
Lei Feng spirit has been nurturing 
the outlook of generations of Chi
nese people. It has been proved 
that whatever changes take place 
as time goes by, the Lei Feng spirit 
will never be outdated.

The concept of Lei Feng spirit is 
advancing with the times. Its con
notations have been constantly 
enriched and developed, said Xiao 
Yu, former deputy director of the 
Lei Feng Academy in Fushun.

“Lei Feng spirit has become a 
symbol of China,” Xiao said. “Ordi
nary people may not be able to tell 
what the specific connotation of 
that spirit is, but they know it’s 
about being good people and 
doing good things.

“This is a spiritual value of uni
versal significance and should 
become the common spiritual 
wealth to serve the people of the 
world.”

Pakistani student Amjad Nawaz 
from Liaoning University said he 
became really inspired by the Lei 
Feng spirit after learning about his 
stories.

“I also want to follow Lei Feng 
spirit for great humanity. Helping 
others makes me a more kind, 
humble, diligent human being, 
and I feel more loyal and passion
ate about the human community?’ 
he said.
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With multiple provinces in China 
seeing an increase in flu cases and 
some people stocking up on antivi
ral treatments, a medical specialist 
has warned of potential health 
risks and drug safety concerns.

According to the Beijing Center 
foi' Disease Prevention and Control, 
the intensity of seasonal influenza 
in Beijing is showing an obvious 
upward trend. Last week, flu cases 
increased by 78 percent compared 
with tiie same period in 2019, and 
H1N1 accounted for 64 percent of 
all cases.

The Zhejiang Provincial Center 
foi' Disease Control and Prevention 
said on Tuesday that flu cases had 
appeared in multiple schools.

In Hebei province, the Langfang 
Center for Disease Control and Pre
vention said on Feb 19 that similar 
to the national picture, most flu 
patients in Langfang have caught 
H1N1.

On Feb 20, the Anhui Provincial 
Center for Disease Control and Pre
vention said flu cases are rising and 
most patients are infected with 
H1N1.

In response to the high incidence 
of influenza, an increasing number 
of fever patients and growing pres
sure on pediatric departments, Bei
jing is working to optimize medical 
resources and improve treatment 
capacity, the Beijing Health Com
mission said on Thursday.

The capital is also stockpiling 
medical supplies and improving 
pediatric services by extending 
clinical hours and expanding pedi
atric training to meet people’s med
ical demands.

Meanwhile, driven by the sharp 
statistical jump, some residents are 
rushing to buy oseltamivir, an anti
flu medication, putting it out of 
stock in some stores.

Wang Yimin, a doctor in the 
department of respiratory and crit
ical care medicine at China-Japan 
Friendship Hospital in Beijing, said 
his department now receives 600 to 
800 patients per day, the hospital’s 
daily maximum.

He told China Daily that pre
scription drugs like oseltamivir 
should be taken under a doctor’s 
guidance.

“Antiviral drags are used mostly 
for high-risk groups, including the 
elderly, children, patients with 
underlying diseases and the 
immune-deficient. Oseltamivir is 
not just a cold medicine and con
siderations should be given to drug 
allergies and its impact on the func
tions of the kidney and liver. It 
should be taken in an appropriate 
dosage and by suitable people,” 
Wang said.

Wang added that the seasonal 
switch from COVID-19 to flu has led 
to a later flu season than last year, 
and this is consistent with overall 
trends.

“There are two flu peaks every 
year: winter and spring in the north 
and summer in the south. General
ly, our country carries out vaccina
tions in autumn, ahead of flu peaks. 
In tiie past five years, flu vaccina
tion has covered H1N1, H3N2 and 
other variants. Right now, we have 
no data about last year’s flu vacci
nation, particularly among the eld
erly, children, tiie pregnant and 
those with immune deficiency,” he 
said.

‘We carry out awareness-raising 
activities on flu each year, and the 
country’s response, including clini
cal treatment guidelines and vacci
nation strategy, was soundly in 
place. As we just went through 
COVID-19, people are afraid of ris
ing flu cases. But flu exists all the 
time. We want to tell tiie public that 
flu is a seasonal disease and is dif
ferent from the common cold,” 
Wang said.

“Vaccination is the most effective 
approach. We should vaccinate 
every year and as soon as possible. 
Special attention should be given to 
protect high-risk groups. Other
wise, it may lead to pneumonia and 
a rising number of critical patients. 
Patients infected with the flu virus 
should rest at home to avoid infect
ing others. If their condition deteri
orates, they should go to the 
hospital. A mask is not mandatory 
if patients recover from flu,” he add
ed.

Systems established to ensure rights 
remain safe in changing landscape

A medical worker explains the result of a CT scan to a patient 
during a "learn from Lei Feng" free clinic event in Nanjing, Jiang
su province, on Thursday, provided to china daily

___
A produce procurer weighs cauliflowers from an agricultural cooperative in Ruian, Zhejiang province, 
on Thursday. Some 1,000 farmers joined the cooperative and adopted unified techniques and stan
dards for growing the vegetable to increase their incomes, su qiaojiang / for china daily

A song calling for people to learn 
from the selfless spirit of Lei Feng
— an ordinary soldier who became 
a national icon of earnest sendee — 
is remembered in households 
across the country. The song has 
been sung for six decades:

“Learn from Lei Feng — be loyal 
to the revolution and the Party...” 

It all started in Fushun, Liaoning 
province, touted as the birthplace 
of “Lei Feng spirit”.

“I grew up listening to this song,” 
said Li Delu, 50, who works at a 
subsidiary of China National 
Petroleum in Fushun. “The idea of 
learning from Lei Feng to do good 
deeds has been deeply implanted 
in my heart.”

Li joined the Fushun Jusha 
Social Work Service Center as its 
director and has volunteered for 
many public welfare activities. 
Since 2020, he has donated more 
than 400 hours of voluntary ser
vice, mainly assisting 13 senior 
people who live alone through 
their daily difficulties — helping 
them bathe, for example.

“Learning from Lei Feng means 
to help others and serve the people
— to fill the world with love,” Li 
said.

One of the people that Li and his 
fellow volunteers visit frequently is 
82-year-old Qiao Anshan, one of 
Lei Feng’s former colleagues.

Qiao and the legendary soldier 
joined the People’s Liberation 
Army together and were assigned 
to the same squad. They became 
partners driving the same truck. 

“I remember once we were driv
ing up a steep slope,” Qiao said in 
an interview with People’s Daily. 
“Lei, who was our squad leader, 
offered to help someone push a 
cart up the slope first, while I was 
just thinking of driving our own 
truck. He told me to start with 
small things to help others, then I 
would be able to see more things to 
help with. I miss him so much.”

Li said Qiao often tells stories 
about Lei Feng, encouraging peo
ple to learn from him and better 
serve the people.

Lei was bom to a farmer’s family 
in Changsha, Hunan province, in 
1940. Fushun was his second 
hometown, where he lived and 
worked. He died in an accident on 
Aug 15,1962, at age 22.

Being a farmer, a worker and a 
soldier, Lei devoted his whole 
heart and soul to being “a screw 
that never rusts” and performed 
extraordinary deeds in ordinary 
posts.

On March 5,1963, People’s Daily 
published an article by Chairman 
Mao Zedong — “Learn from Com
rade Lei Feng’! Since that tribute, si

Doctor urges 
caution on

accounting for more than half of the 
city’s public transportation, accord
ing to tiie local government’s plan. 

Currently', the city’s urban mass 
transit system is composed of 12 
lines, including two monorails.

Due to the geography of Chong
qing — a densely populated and 
mountainous city with multiple riv
er valleys — transportation can be 
challenging and creative.

Chongqing boasts the country’s 
longest rail transit mountain tun
nel — the Tongluoshan Tunnel of 
Line 6 — and tiie deepest subway 
station in the country — Hongyan 
Village Station of Line 9, Yue added.
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An aerial photo shows a bullet train passing the Huanghelou (Yellow Crane Tower) scenic area in Wuhan on Feb 24. photos by zhu xingxin / china daily
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Customers choose a wedding veil at a store in a shopping center on Feb 
23.
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From left: People enjoy food at a snack bar on Liangdao Street in Wuhan, Hubei province, on Feb 23. Pedestrians walk along Hanjiang Road on Feb 23. A resident passes the Hankow Customs House, one of 
Wuhan's landmarks, on Feb 23.
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Three years ago, Wuhan, capital of 
Hubei province, was the main 

battleground for China’s war against 
the novel coronavirus. As a result of the 

optimization of COVID-19 measures, 
the city has regained its former vitality 
and glamor. China Daily photographer 
Zhu Xingxin, who covered Wuhan’s 

fight against the virus during its 
lockdown in 2020, recently returned to 
the city to record scenes of bustling city 

life through his photos. A visitor enjoys plum blossoms in the Donghu Plum Blossom Gar
den on Feb 24.
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Residents stroll through Baochenglu Night Market on Feb 23.
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From left: Chefs cook at a snack bar on Liangdao Street on Feb 23. Passengers cross the Yangtze River on a ferry boat from Wuhan Port on Feb 23.
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Finland votes to speed
up bid to join NATO

XwzAua contributed to this story.

BrieflyRussia reports sabotage raid on border
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AGENCIES VIA XINHUA

Deepened exchanges pledged with Uganda
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Vo Van Thuong (center) is sworn in as Vietnam’s new president at the National Assembly in Hanoi on 
Thursday, nhan huu sang / vna via associated press

The writer is a freelance reporter 
for China Daily.
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Bogomaz said the Ukrainians had 
shot and killed one person.

“Today, a Ukrainian sabotage 
and reconnaissance group pene
trated die Klimovsky district in the 
village of Lubechanye,” Bogomaz 
said on his Telegram channel.

“Saboteurs fired on a moving car. 
As a result of the attack, one resi
dent was killed and a 10-year-old 
child was wounded.”

The Russian state news agency 
TASS said the Ukrainians had 
infiltrated two villages, taking 
local residents hostage in one of 

By XU WEI

miwei@chinadaily.com.cn

TUesday with Marin, Stoltenberg 
said membership for Finland and 
Sweden was a “top priority”. Both 
Scandinavian countries meet 
NATO’s entry criteria, he said.

“My message has been for a long 
time... that time has come to final
ize the ratification process. The 
time is now to ratify in both Buda
pest and in Ankara,” he said.

Stoltenberg urged Turkiye and 
Hungary to approve urgently the 
accession of both Nordic nations. 
He said the Hungarian Parlia
ment has “made it clear” that it 
would deliberate ratification in a 
few days, and that he hoped for 
an imminent and “positive” vote.

assigned by the CPV, the state, and 
the people. He will serve until the 
term ends in 2026.

Thuong, who was born in 
December 1970, is the youngest 
member of the CPV Politburo.

In his official biography, his home
town is listed in Vinh Long province, 
part of the Mekong Delta. He has a 
master’s degree in philosophy and 
an advanced degree in political theo
ry from the Ho Chi Minh National 
Academy of Politics.

Thuong started his political career 
in 1993, working on student and 
youth affairs, and became secretary 
of the Ho Chi Minh City’s Commu
nist Youth Union in 2003. 

He was elected as an alternate
By JONATHAN POWELL 

in London 

jonathan@mail.chinadailyuk.com

that you discussed the moderniza
tion of common property, modern
ization of material and cultural 
advancement, and modernization 
between humans and nature. This 
is crucial for us because we are bat
tling climate change. We shall bor
row a leaf from China on how to 
preserve and protect our environ
ment,” he said.

Todwong added that the NRM is 
ready to work with the CPC in areas 
of peace and development while 
upholding the principle of nonin
terference in the affairs of the other 
countries.

“These are values that we cher
ish, these are values that we 
uphold. And we look up to China 
because some of these critical areas 
are where we believe we should 
have mutual respect,” he said.

President Xi Jinping and Cote 
d’Ivoire President Alassane Ouat
tara exchanged congratulations 
on the 40th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic rela
tions on Thursday, with both 
leaders pledging to bolster bilat
eral cooperation.

In a congratulatory message to 
Ouattara, Xi said that since the 
establishment of diplomatic ties 
four decades ago, China and Cote 
d’Ivoire have always been sincere 
and friendly toward each other, 
proriding mutual support on 
issues concerning their core inter
ests and major concerns.

The two countries have become 
important friends and partners 
on the path of development and 
revitalization, he added.

Xi recalled a telephone conver
sation with Ouattara at the end 
of last year in which they reached 
new consensus on deepening 
bilateral cooperation in various 
fields.

Noting that he attaches great 
importance to the development of 
China-Cote d’Ivoire relations, Xi 
said he is willing to work with 
Ouattara to take the anniversary 
as an opportunity to consolidate 
mutual support, strengthen all- 
around cooperation between the 
two countries, and push bilateral 
relations to a new level to deliver
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was elected as a member of the 
committee for the third time and 
became a member of the Politburo 
for the second time. He was also 
assigned to serve as permanent 
member of the CPV Central Com
mittee’s secretariat

Nguyen Xuan Phuc resigned as 
Vietnam’s president on Jan 17 for 
personal reasons, and his mem
bership of both the Politburo and 
the 13 th CPV Central Committee 
were revoked.

The following day the National 
Assembly appointed Vo Thi Anh 
Xuan, Vietnam’s rice-president 
since 2021, as the acting president.

‘Outright lies’
Hungary’s ratification process 

has been stranded since July. 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban aired 
concerns about Sweden and Fin
land’s NATO membership for the 
first time last week, Reuters 
reported. Among his criticisms, 
Orban has accused both countries 
of spreading “outright lies” about 
the quality of democracy and rule 
of law in Hungary.

Finland’s ruling party wants to 
move ahead with the bid and avoid 
any potential political vacuum, 
with elections due on April 2, 
Euronews reported.

In a preliminary vote last 
spring, there was near-unani
mous support in the Finnish Par
liament for joining NATO, and the 
legislature has now approved a 
law permitting the country to join 
the organization.

Finland announced on Thesday 
that it has started construction of 
a fence along parts of its 1,340- 
kilometer border with Russia “to 
boost security” A 3-km pilot 
project in southeastern Finland 
will be completed in June, with 
more construction planned 
between 2023 and 2025.

member of the CPV Central Commit
tee in 2006 and was appointed first 
secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union in 2007.

In 2011, he was elected as a 
member of the CPV Central Com
mittee and then appointed secre
tary of the Quang Ngai Provincial 
Party Committee, serving from 
August 2011 to April 2014.

He was the standing deputy sec
retary of Ho Chi Minh City’s 
Municipal Party Committee from 
2015 to 2020.

Thuong was reelected to the CPV 
Central Committee in 2016, when 
he became a member of the Polit
buro for tiie first time. In 2021, he

ITALY

Police seize weapons 
haul from mobster
Italian police said on Thursday they 
had seized a large stash of weapons 
from the home of Raffaele Imperia- 
le, a detained mafia boss who previ
ously made headlines for possessing 
a couple of stolen Vincent van Gogh 
paintings. According to a statement 
by the Naples prosecutor’s office, 
police found more than 80 weapons 
hidden under the garage floor of 
Imperiale’s house, including three 
Kalashnikov rifles, a grenade, and 
5,067 rounds of ammunit ion of vari
ous calibers. In 2016 police recov
ered two Van Gogh paintings, stolen 
from an Amsterdam museum in 
2002, from one of Imperiale’s prop
erties near to Naples. Each was 
worth an estimated $58 million.

between China and Uganda has 
reached new heights, with bilateral 
trade standing at $1.4 billion last 
year, up by 6.6 percent year-on- 
year. China has also granted duty- 
free privilege to 98 percent of the 
products Uganda exports to China. 

“We are forging ahead to realize 
the grand blueprint set by the 20th 
CPC National Congress as Uganda is 
making enduring efforts to realize 
Vision 2040,” Li said. “This has 
brought a bright future for our coop
eration, and China stands ready to 
work with the Ugandan side to 
enhance cooperation at all levels.”

He asserted that China remains 
committed to common develop
ment in a peaceful environment for 
the benefit of every country.

NRM Secretary-General Richard 
Todwong congratulated the CPC 
for the success of its 20th National 
Congress, held in October.

“We learned during the congress

UNITED STATES 

‘No adversaries’ behind 
Havana syndrome
US intelligence agencies cannot link 
a foreign adversary to any of the inci
dents associated with so-called Hava
na syndrome, the hundreds of cases 
of brain injuries and other symptoms 
reported by US citizens around the 
world. The findings released on 
Wednesday by US intelligence offi
cials cast doubt on the long-standing 
suspicions by many people who 
reported cases that some countries 
may have been running a global cam
paign to harass or attack US citizens 
using some form of directed energy.

TURKIYE

Trapped dog rescued
weeks after quake 
Rescuers pulled a dog alive from a 
collapsed building in southern 
Turkiye three weeks after last 
month’s deadly magnitude-7.8 
earthquake, local media reported 
on Thursday. Tbams from a local 
municipality in central TUrkiye 
saved Aleks the dog on Wednesday 
and delivered him to Haytap, a
Turkish animal protection associa
tion in the city' of Antakya. A video 
from DHA news agency shows res
cuers reaching between two large 
concrete slabs and calling to the 
trapped canine. Images then 
showed the rescuers embracing the 
dog, who appears to be alert and in 
good health, and offering him 
water.

them. The RIA news agency said 
several people had been taken hos
tage in a store in the village of 
Lubechanye, less than a kilometer 
from the border with Ukraine.

Russia has accused Ukrainian 
saboteurs of infiltrating Bryansk 
before.

Putin told the FSB this week that 
it needed to step up its guard 
against espionage and what he 
called terrorist threats emanating 
from Ukraine and the West.

Finland moved a step closer to 
joining NATO on Wednesday 
when lawmakers ratified the 
nation’s bid for membership, with 
a parliamentary vote ending 184 to 
7 in favor.

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna 
Marin’s center-left government 
initiated the vote, seeking to 
secure the approval of her coun
try’s lawmakers before an April 2 
general election.

Public opinion in Finland sup
ports membership, and Helsinki 
wants to progress with its bid 
before the general election in April, 
Agence France-Presse reported.

Haring held neutral status for 
decades, both Sweden and Finland 
applied to join the military alliance 
last year at the start of the conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine.

NATO requires unanimous 
approval from its member countries 
to approve accession, but two of its 
30 members, Turkiye and Hungary, 
are yet to formally endorse the bids 
from Sweden and Finland.

Turkiye has opposed Sweden’s 
application and accused the 
North European nation of sup
porting the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party, which it considers a terror
ist group. Talks between the two 
nations stalled after an activist 
burned a copy of the Quran in 
front of the Turkish embassy in 
Stockholm in January.

Finland is said to face fewer diplo
matic hurdles and wants to push 
ahead with its effort to join the alli
ance rather than wait to make a joint 
bid with Sweden, AFP reported.

Finland’s vote to speed up the 
accession process coincided with a 
visit to Helsinki by Jens Stolten
berg, the NATO secretary-general. 
In a joint news conference on

President Xi Jinping extended on 
Thursday a congratulatory mes
sage to Vo Van Thuong on his elec
tion as president of Vietnam, 
expressing his readiness to make 
joint efforts with Thuong to enable 
the sustained, healthy and stable 
growth of bilateral relations.

China and Vietnam are socialist 
friendly neighbors connected by 
mountains and rivers, the president 
said in the message.

Xi noted that he had reached key 
consensus with Nguyen Phu Trong, 
general secretary of the Commu
nist Party of Vietnam, or CPV, Cen
tral Committee, over consolidating 
traditional friendship, enhancing 
strategic dialogue and deepening 
win-win cooperation last year.

He underscored that he attaches 
great importance to relations with 
Vietnam and is willing to work with 
Thuong to move toward the joint 
building of a bilateral community 
with a shared future that bears stra
tegic significance.

Thuong, a member of the Politbu
ro of the CPV, was elected as Viet
nam’s president on Thursday, 
Vietnam News Agency reported.

The country’s top legislature con
vened a special meeting and elected 
Thuong with an approval rate of 
98.38 percent, the report said.

In a statement, Thuong vowed to 
be absolutely loyal to the nation, the 
people, and the Constitution of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and 
to work hard to fulfill the duty

A man walks past damaged cars next to a five-story building 
destroyed after a missile strike in Zaporizhzhia on Thursday. 
KATERINA KLOCHKO / AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

hr.

MOSCOW/KYTV - Russia said 
on Thursday it was fighting off a 
“terrorist attack” in the southern 
Bryansk region bordering 
Ukraine, where the local gover
nor said a Ukrainian sabotage 
group had killed one person and 
news agencies said hostages had 
been taken.

Ukraine accused Russia of stag
ing a false “provocation”

Amid reports of shelling and 
sporadic sabotage, Russia’s border 
regions have become increasingly 
volatile since Moscow' started its 
special military operation in 
Ukraine one year ago.

“We are talking about a terrorist 
attack. Measures are now being 
taken to destroy these terrorists,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pes
kov told reporters.

He said law enforcement agen
cies w'ould determine who was 
responsible, and President Vladim
ir Putin was being briefed by secu
rity chiefs on the situation.

Russia’s FSB security service 
said in a statement issued to Rus
sian news agencies on Thursday 
that its own forces and the army 
were trying to liquidate what it 
described as “an armed group of 
Ukrainian nationalists” w'ho had 
crossed the border.

Bryansk Governor Alexander
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Greater progress
Cote d’Ivoire is willing to 

strengthen cooperation with Chi
na and push their friendly and 
cooperative relations, featuring 
solidarity, mutual assistance, 
close exchanges, and fruitful 
results, for greater progress in a 
new era, he said.

China-Cote d’Ivoire relations 
have maintained sound develop
ment for bilateral ties and good 
partnership under the frame
work of tiie Forum on China-Afri
ca Cooperation.

When conducting cooperation 
with Africa, China stays commit
ted to following the principles of 
sincerity, real results, amity, and 
good faith, and upholding justice 
while pursuing shared interests. 
It has been taking practical 
actions to implement the Global 
Development Initiative and the 
action plans of the Forum on Chi
na-Africa Cooperation and help 
Africa’s development.

By CAO DESHENG

caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

By NELSON KIVA 

in Kampala, Uganda 

For China Daily

Beijing vows 
healthy and stable 
growth between 
socialist neighbors

more benefits to the tw'o peoples. 
In his message, Ouattara hailed 

the development of bilateral ties 
and said that the countries’ rela
tions have maintained high-level 
development over the past four 
decades.

Ouattara expressed his grati
tude for China’s consistent sup
port for his country’s 
construction in infrastructure, 
energy, and other sectors.

China will continue to provide 
unwavering support in helping 
Uganda attain its development tar
gets, a senior Communist Party of 
China official has said on a visit to 
the East African country.

Li Mingxiang, vice-minister of 
the International Department of 
the CPC Central Committee, made 
the remarks at a meeting with lead
ers of the ruling National Resist
ance Movement, or NRM, in the 
capital Kampala on Wednesday.

A CPC delegation led by Li is 
making a three-day visit to Uganda 
to implement a series of consensus
es reached between the countries. 
The visit is also intended to deepen 
exchanges and cooperation 
betw'een tiie CPC and the NRM. 

Li said that the friendship
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International alarm
The unusually forthright reaction 

from Washington underlined the 
increasing international alarm at 
the escalating violence. Israeli forces 
killed one Palestinian and arrested 
six in the West Bank on Wednesday. 

After making the Huwara com
ments, Smotrich said the media had 
misinterpreted them.

Netanyahu formed a government 
two months ago, promising his coali
tion partners to limit the Supreme 
Court’s ability to strike down legisla-

By WANG XU

wangxu@chinadaily.com.cn

tion or rule against the executive and 
to entrench Israeli control of the 
West Bank.

The protests have been going on 
for weeks. The overhaul has yet to 
become law but it has already affect
ed the national currency.

Israeli police on Wednesday fired 
stun grenades and water cannons at 
demonstrators who blocked a Tel 
Aviv highway, and protesters scuf
fled with police near Netanyahu’s 
private residence in Jerusalem as 
weeks of anti-government protests 
turned violent for the first time.

Thousands across the country 
took part in “national disruption 
day” activities, the latest in a string 
of mass protests against the plan to 
overhaul Israel’s judiciary and weak
en the country’s Supreme Court. The 
plan has drawn heavy criticism from 
wide swathes of Israeli society.

In Tel Aviv, protesters gathered 
outside a salon where Netanyahu’s 
wife had gone to have her hair done 
late on Wednesday.

military to deploy its troops, weap
ons and equipment at Philippine 
military bases.

The objective of the US is clear, 
the experts say: to preserve US dom
inance in Asia even at the cost of 
provocation or war, from which the 
Filipinos, who will be caught in the 
crossfire, will suffer the most 

“Participating in any war does not 
serve our national interest,” the 
former Philippine presidential 
spokesman Harry Roque said in the 
Daily Tribune. “We must never 
allow our territory to become a 
launchpad for an offensive attack 
against another state.”

Echoing Roque’s remarks, Mario

Japan’s record-low births last 
year caused a global stir, pointing to 
the problem relevant to a host of 
countries that despite extensive 
efforts, it is just hard to reverse fall
ing birthrates.

Just 799,728 babies were bom in 
Japan last year, the lowest since 1899 
and the first time the number has 
ever dipped below 800,000, accord
ing to the country’s Health Ministry. 

The news prompted Prime Minis
ter Fumio Kishida to warn that it is 
“now or never” for Japan in solving 
its population crisis.

In a speech in January, Kishida 
said low fertility rates had pushed 
the country to the brink of dysfunc
tion. The pension and healthcare 
systems were sliding to insolvency, 
and the national debt was soaring, 
he said.

To tackle the issue, his govern
ment has reportedly allocated 4.8 
trillion yen ($35.3 billion) in the fis
cal 2023 budget to a new agency 
dedicated to children and families. 

Yoshihiko Isozaki, the deputy chief 
cabinet secretary, said the Japanese 
government will lay out its child and 
child-rearing policies by June and 
will double the respective budgets. 

“We recognize that the falling 
birthrate is a critical situation,”

By BELINDA ROBINSON 

in New York 

belindarolrinson@chinadailyusa.com

Isozaki said. “My understanding is 
that various factors are intricately 
intertwined, preventing individu
als from realizing their hopes for 
marriage, childbirth, and child- 
rearing.”

Shocked by a record-low fertility 
rate of 1.57 in 1989, Japan intro
duced a series of emergency meas
ures to lift the birthrate. The fertility 
rate, however, lias continued to 
drop, reaching 1.3 in 2021, although 
the country has received praise for 
policies such as those to promote 
fathers’ involvement.

Fertility rates are used globally to 
measure the average number of 
babies a woman is projected to have in 
her lifetime. Demographers say that if 
the number falls below 2.1, the size of a 
population will start to fall, meaning a 
country’s population can only grow 
without net inward migration if cou
ples have at least 2.1 children on aver
age. And that needs to be higher to 
maintain replacement in nations with 
a high child mortality rate.

universities are having a hard time 
finding students.

Although some people argue that 
a population decline can ease pres
sure on natural resources, experts 
say the negative consequences are 
starker, as it can lead to an inverted 
age structure, meaning a majority of 
elderly people in a society.

“The structure threatens to upend 
how our societies are organized,” 
said Yu Qiang, a professor at Beijing 
Technology and Business University. 
“We assume that in society, a surplus 
of young people will drive economic 
growth and pay for healthcare for 
tlie elderly. But that concept needs to 
be changed in countries with a popu
lation decrease.

“A lot of things we are now familiar 
with will have to be changed, such as 
streets, houses, offices, traffic sys
tems, and our ideas on consumption 
and retirement,” he said.

Takuya Hoshino, a senior econo
mist at Dai-ichi Life Research Insti
tute, has predicted that Japan’s 
working population will shrink to 
below 63 million in 2040, down from 
about 69 million in 2019, which in 
turn will “pull down the GDP growth 
rate to under 0J5 percent in the 2030s” 

Yu said that as falling birthrates 
become a global issue, governments 
can better prepare by getting more 
involved in childbearing and in chil
dren’s socialization.

Transboundary harm
“How can the Japanese govern

ment, which lias experienced the 
same brutal experiences of nucle
ar weapons in both Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, wish to further 
pollute our Pacific with nuclear 
waste? To us, this irresponsible 
act of transboundary harm is just 
the same as waging nuclear war 
on us as Pacific peoples and our 
islands.”

A year ago, the Pacific Islands 
Forum formed a panel of global 
experts on nuclear issues, the aim 
being for it to provide independ
ent technical advice on dialogue 
with Japanese officials and the 
owners of the power plant, a 
forum spokesperson said.

When the earthquake struck the 
region around Fukushima on

Dispersal from Fukushima likened 
to ‘waging nuclear war’ on islands

When Jimmy Carter, the old
est living US president, 
announced last month he was 
entering hospice care, he joined 
about 1.7 million people receiv
ing this type of end-of-life service 
nationwide, according to data 
from the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The 98-year-old Nobel Peace 
Prize wanner, who served as pres
ident from 1977 to 1981, has bat
tled a series of health problems 
in recent years but has made the 
decision to stop seeking hospital 
treatment

The announcement that Cart
er will instead receive hospice 
care at his home in Plains, Geor
gia, surrounded by his loved 
ones, threw a spotlight on the 
growing demand in the United 
States for this type of care. 

“People who opt for hospice are 
usually seeking caregiving assist
ance and symptom management 
for end-of-life illness or disease 
that allows them to remain at 
home, wherever that is,” said 
Angela Novas, a palliative and 
hospice care consultant for the 
Hospice Foundation of America, 
a nonprofit that educates the 
public and healthcare profession
als about death, dying, and grief. 

“Hospice is not a place but a phi
losophy that supports the patient, 
their caregivers, and family mem
bers in allowing patients to die in 
their own home, with dignity and 
autonomy, and free from painful 
or distressing symptoms,” she said.

WASHINGTON/HUWARA, West 
Bank — Israel’s closest ally the Unit
ed States has demanded that Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
repudiate a call by his Finance Min
ister Bezalel Smotrich for a Palestin
ian village to be “erased”

Putting more pressure on Netan
yahu were images unseen for years 
in Tel Aviv of police firing stun guns 
and scuffling with Israeli protesters 
on a main road during a national 
“day of disruption” over government 
plans to overhaul the judiciary.

Smotrich, the head of a party in 
Netanyahu’s coalition, made the 
comment at a conference on 
Wednesday' amid a spate of deadly' 
Palestinian attacks and Israeli settler 
violence in the occupied West Bank. 

Asked about a weekend settler 
rampage through the Palestinian vil
lage of Huwara, which an Israeli gen
eral on TUesday described as a 
pogrom, Smotrich said: ‘I think that 
Huwara needs to be erased. I think 
that the state of Israel needs to do it, 
but God forbid not individual people.” 

A US State Department spokes-

z

man, Ned Price, called the com
ments irresponsible, repugnant and 
disgusting, telling reporters: “We 
call on Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and other senior Israeli officials to 
publicly and clearly reject and disa
vow these comments.”

Palestinian leaders welcomed the 
State Department’s reaction.

The call by' Smotrich to erase 
Huwara is “racist terrorism” said 
Hussein al-Sheikh, secretaiy-gener- 
al of the executive committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization.
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Japan’s push to discharge nucle
ar wastewater from the crippled 
Fukushima nuclear power plant 
into the ocean has drawn criti
cisms from Pacific islands, and 
questions over the safety of the 
dispersal remain.

The wastewater is the byprod
uct of cooling the plant’s nuclear 
reactors following the strong 
earthquake and tsunami in March 
2011. More than 1 million metric 
tons of radioactive water is now' 
stored in 1,000 tanks at the site.

T\vo years ago, when Japan first 
announced it w'ould release the 
water into the ocean it raised con
cerns from its neighbors, particu
larly Pacific island countries that 
have suffered greatly from decades 
of nuclear wreapons testing by 
France and the United States.

At the conclusion of the Pacific 
Islands Forum in Fiji on Saturday, 
Pacific leaders agreed that science 
and data must guide any future 
decision on wastewater disposal. 

The forum’s outgoing chairman, 
Fiji’s Prime Minister Sitiveni 
Rabuka, and other leaders there 
said the decision is not just a 
domestic issue for Japan, but con
cerns South Pacific island coun
tries and beyond.

Motarilavoa Hilda Lini of the 
group Nuclear Free and Independ
ent Pacific said recently: “We are 
people of the ocean; we must 
stand up and protect it.”

The advocacy group Youngsol- 
w'ara Pacific has said the release 
from the Japanese power plant is 
tantamount to nuclear war.

MANILA — Filipinos are voicing 
concern about their country moving 
closer to the United States militarily 
and strategically as the US does the 
same with Australia and Japan.

Many are wary of a flurry of activi
ty among the allied militaries, 
including more extensive joint mili
tary exercises involving a great 
number of US troops in the Philippi
nes, seen as being at the center of the 
“Indo-Pacific” region.

The expansion of the 2014 
Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement, or EDCA, sites in the 
Philippines has alarmed experts. 
Four new locations, on top of the 
five existing bases, wall allow the US

l\

Common misconception
This kind of care helps people 

with an anticipated life expect
ancy of six months or less, Novas 
said, adding that a common mis
conception about hospice care is 
that a patient is assisted in dying. 

Hospice care has been availa
ble in the US since the 1970s. In 
1982, a federal bill enabled Medi
care to cover the costs of home 
hospice care for anyone expected 
to die in six months or less. Presi
dent Ronald Reagan signed the 
bill into law' in 1983.

The cost of care varies, starting 
at $150 a day for the first 60 days 
for routine home care, and can go 
up to $63 an hour if a person needs 
continuous home care, according 
to AgingCare, a website that helps 
families looking for carers.

People with Medicare and pri
vate insurance can have most of 
the cost covered, and military fam
ilies can get hospice coverage 
through Tricare. In 2018, at least 
1.55 million Medicare beneficiaries 
received hospice care, up 4 percent 
from 2017, according to the non
profit National Hospice and Pallia
tive Care Organization.

Over the next decade, the hos
pice care sector in the US is 
expected to grow 7 to 8 percent 
annually, making it the second- 
fastest growing healthcare sec
tor, according to Hospice News, 
an industry website.

Novas said some people who 
opt for hospice care are referred 
w'hen they “do not wish to pursue 
new or further potentially cura
tive treatments or significant 
medical interventions intended 
to prolong life, such as mechani
cal ventilation”

Ferdinand Pasion, director of the 
Philippine-BRICS Strategic Stud
ies organization, said that expand
ing the number of EDCA sites in 
the Philippines will endanger the 
country.

The Philippines must learn from 
countries destroyed by US military 
occupation and interference, such 
as Afghanistan, Syria, Libya and 
Iraq, Pasion said.

“Almost all unconstitutional, anti
democratic, and chaos-resultant 
regime changes all over the world 
have been orchestrated by the Unit
ed States and its allies or both 
through their obedient local mili
tary in that country.”

Activists speak out against expanding military ties with the US outside 
the gates of a military camp in Manila, Philippines, on Feb 2. 
JES AZNAR / GETTY IMAGES

Population stagnation
Some countries continue to see 

their populations grow, especially in 
Africa, but population stagnation 
and a declining fertility rate have 
occurred almost everywhere else. 
Ghost tallages are appearing in 
Japan, maternity wards are shutting 
down in Italy, and South Korean 

March 11, 2011, it sent a 15-meter- 
high tsunami along the coast, kill
ing thousands and destroying the 
power supply used to cool the nucle
ar power plant’s three reactors.

For the next two years cooling 
seawater and later groundwater 
flowed through the destroyed 
reactor and was dumped directly 
into the Pacific Ocean.

“Those first two years were die 
most dangerous time because long- 
lived heavy nuclei like cesium-137, 
strontium-90 and iodine-131 ended 
up in the atmosphere and ocean,” 
said David Krofcheck, senior lectur
er in physics at die University of 
Auckland in New Zealand.

A way of reducing die number of 
nuclear fission nuclei released was 
to develop and employ in 2013 an 
advanced liquid processing sys
tem, or ALPS, he said.

“A series of filters were designed 
to remove all fission nuclei except 
for tritium and carbon-14. The 
ALPS partially worked.”

Both the Tokyo Electric Pow'er 
Company and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency agreed 
that about 70 percent of the 
stored water could contain the 
original nuclear fission nuclei, 
Krofcheck said.

Professor Jamie Quinton, who 
heads the school of natural scien
ces at Massey University in New 
Zealand, said: “If the release of 
wastewater into the ocean is to 
proceed, getting the process cor
rect and widiin regulations is of 
particular importance to Japan’s 
aquaculture-based industries.

“It is in Japan’s economic inter
est to ensure that die waterways 
remain below internationally 
acceptable levels for background 
radiation so that food safety is 
assured, and their capacity for 
international trade remains 
unaffected.”

Remaining tritium and carbon-14 
from die Fukushima reactor may 
find tiieir w'ay into die food chain, 
but they have a 10-day half-life, Krof
check said.

The Pacific has had a long associ
ation with nuclear contamination, 
he said.

After the US tested nuclear devi
ces in the Marshall Islands in the 
1940s and 1950s, large amounts of 
cesium-137 and strontium-90 are 
still in die lagoons of numerous 
small islands.

“These radioactive isotopes can 
build up in the food chain and lead 
to cancers in human muscles and 
bone,” Krofcheck said.

Rigoberto Tiglao of the Manila 
Times warned that allowing a 
greater US military presence in the 
Philippines endangers national 
security, and that a strengthened 
EDCA may produce a “severe eco
nomic backlash”.

Anna Malindog-Uy, senior 
research fellow of the Global Gov
ernance Institution and vice-presi
dent of external affairs of the 
Philippines Strategic Studies Insti
tute, said Filipinos “must ponder 
whether the nine EDCA sites and 
tlie EDCA are beneficial or detri
mental to the Philippines”

An official demonstrates the marine organisms rearing test 
facility of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant in Okuma, 
Fukushima prefecture, on Jan 20. philip fong / afp
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Protesters clash with members of Israeli security forces during a demonstration against the
government’s justice reform bill, in Tel Aviv on Wednesday, jack guez / afp
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Visitors look at a Hualong One model during an expo in Yantai, 
Shandong province, tang ke / for china daily
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While many foreign and domestic 
ports face pressure to raise contain
er throughput, Beibu Gulf Port in 
South China’s Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region is bucking the 
trend after seeing growing contain
er throughput in January, said its 
operator.

The port’s container throughput 
during the month amounted to 
558,100 twenty-foot equivalent 
units, up 15 percent year-on-year, 
according to the latest information 
released by Beibu GulfPort Group, a 
Shenzhen-listed company.

With advances in new land-sea 
transit routes in western regions of the 
country as well as the Regional Com
prehensive Economic Partnership 
agreement, the port lias been making 
efforts to explore supply sources in 
western China, said the group.

Disrupted by the COVID-19 pan
demic, softening external demand 
and geopolitical shocks, container 
throughput at major foreign ports 
like Singapore fell by 4.9 percent 
year-on-year to 2.99 million TEUs in 
January, while the Port of Los Ange
les in the United States processed 
726,014 TEUs, dropping 16 percent 
on a yearly basis, according to infor
mation released by global shipping 
and port news provider PortNews. 

China’s major port cities in both 
the Yangtze River Delta and Pearl 
River Delta regions are also con
fronting similar challenges. For 
example, Ningbo-Zhoushan Port in 
Zhejiang province and Guangzhou

More than 10 units of Hualong 
One, a third-generation nuclear 
reactor designed and manufactured 
in China, will be put into operation 
by the end of 2025, injecting fresh 
impetus into China’s green push, 
said one of the technology’s develop
ers on Thursday.

Yang Changli, chairman of die Chi
na General Nuclear Bower Corp, said 
that 11 Hualong One units are under 
construction in provinces like Guang
dong, Zhejiang, Fujian and Hainan. 

Unit 3 of the Fangchenggang 
nuclear power plant in China’s 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
region, the first Hualong One nucle
ar unit built in western China, lias 
been connected to the grid for the 
first time at the beginning of this 
year. It will be put into operation in 
die first half of this year, CGN said. 

Jointly designed by CGN and Chi
na National Nuclear Corp, two Chi
nese nuclear power giants, die 
Hualong One pressurized water 
nuclear reactor is seen as a big step 
in the development of China’s 
homegrown third-generation nucle
ar power facilities. It boasts full pro
prietary intellectual property rights, 
and its development is said to help 
China achieve its green goals.

According to CGN, a single Hualong 
One unit can generate nearly 10 billion 
kilowatt-hours of electricity per year, 
which can provide enough electricity 
to around 1 million people for a year. 

By providing clean energy, a single 
unit can help reduce consumption of 
over 3 million metric tons of coals 
and reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
by 8.28 million tons per year. 

Yang said that after more than 40 
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in Guangdong province both recent
ly announced that they lowered 
their expectations for container 
throughput in January. Their final 
operational figures for the month 
have not yet been published.

Domestic ports in these two 
regions have more routes to mar
kets in Europe and North America. 
The current decline of goods 
demand in these markets has 
caused a decrease in container 
throughput, said Lei Xiaohua, a 
researcher at the Guangxi Academy 
of Social Sciences in Nanning.

Lei said new containers manufac
tured over the past three years have 
also increased overall container 
supply. This has resulted in large 
container pileups at ports in many 
parts of the world.

Compared with other key ports in 
China, Beibu GulfPort has been able 
to capitalize on growing trade vol
ume between China and the Associ
ation of Southeast Asian Nations. 
China’s trade volume with ASEAN 
has been soaring after the RCEP 
agreement came into force in Janu
ary 2022, he added.

Comprising the ports of Fang
chenggang, Qinzhou and Beihai, 
Beibu Gulf Port serves as an impor
tant transit point in the New' Inter
national Land-Sea Trade Corridor, a 
trade and logistics passage jointly 
built by western Chinese provincial 
regions and Singapore.

The port currently runs 75 contain
er routes and has access to 335 ports 
in 113 countries and regions across the 
world, according to Guangxi’s region
al department of transportation.

University in Fujian province.
According to CGN’s head Yang, 

aside from generating electricity, 
nuclear energy has broad prospects 
of development in fields such as 
heating and hydrogen production. 

China has put into operation 
three nuclear power heating pro
jects. The first nuclear heating 
project in Northeast China started 
operations in November last year, 
serving Hongyanhe township in 
Dalian, Liaoning province and pro
viding clean heating for nearly 
20,000 residents. Shandong Hai- 
yang Nuclear Power Station and 
Zhejiang Qinshan Nuclear Power 
Station also started nuclear heating. 

Also a member of the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, the 
nation’s top political advisory body, 
Yang submitted a proposal to the 
CPPCC National Committee that the 
government should approve more 
than 10 units of nuclear reactors each 
year to ensure energy security.

years of development, China has 
evolved from a novice to an expert in 
the global nuclear power industry'.

Data from the National Energy 
Administration showed that 53 
nuclear power units, with an 
installed capacity of 55.57 million 
kilowatts, are in operation in China, 
generating electricity that accounts 
for nearly 5 percent of the total.

In addition, 28 units, with an 
installed capacity of 32.72 million 
kW, have been approved for con
struction, the administration said. 

“As a stable and reliable type of 
clean energy, nuclear power is an 
important source boosting China’s 
green development However, safety 
of nuclear power reactors and adverse 
impacts once accidents occur still 
remain key concerns that restrict its 
wide installation in largely populated 
cities. Further efforts are still needed 
to advance technologies in both con
struction and operation,” said Lin 
Boqiang, head of the China Institute 
for Studies in Energy Policy atXiamen

China’s manufacturers should 
transition from exporting prod
ucts to exporting industrial 
capacities, ramp up localized 
operations abroad and avoid 
trade barriers, as part of a broad
er push to expand their footprint 
overseas, said Li Dongsheng, 
founder and chairman of Chi
nese consumer electronics mak
er TCLTechnology Group Corp. 

The high-tech manufacturing 
sector has become an important 
driving force for China’s high- 
quality development, said Li, 
who is a deputy to the 14th 
National People’s Congress, Chi
na’s top legislature.

He highlighted the signifi
cance of technological innova
tion and capital input in 
bolstering the development of 
high-tech manufacturing.

In his proposal to this year’s two 
sessions, the annual meetings of 
China’s top legislature and the top 
political advisory body, Li called 
for efforts to step up support for 
high-tech manufacturing enter
prises in research and develop
ment input, improve financing 
environment, lower production 
costs and alleviate existing bur
dens on enterprises.

Against the backdrop of an 
anti-globalization wave, Chinese 
enterprises, Li said, should 
improve layout in global industri
al and supply chains, speed up 
localization efforts, and leverage 
cutting-edge technologies to 
strengthen competitiveness in 
high-end manufacturing globally. 

Noting most of Chinese manu
facturing enterprises still face mul
tiple challenges, such as trade 
frictions, compliance manage
ment and patent lawsuits in the 
process of going global, he suggest
ed the country should offer sup
port for Chinese enterprises that 
have expanded their presence 
overseas in aspects of legal aid, pol
icy advisory, patent litigation send
ees and cross-border investments. 

Data from the Ministry of 
Industry and Information Tech
nology showed China accounted 
for nearly 30 percent of the glob
al manufacturing output in 2021, 
up from 22.5 percent in 2012, 
and maintained its title as the 
world’s largest manufacturing 
country.

TCL is accelerating steps to 
strengthen its capacity in global 
operations, with a focus on three 
core business segments covering 
intelligent terminals, semicon
ductor displays and new energy 
photovoltaics.

“Currently, our intelligent ter
minals unit has established pro
duction bases in Vietnam, 
Poland, Mexico, Brazil and India, 
and we will further improve 
localized production and opera
tions. In terms of semiconductor 
displays, the plant owned by TCL 
China Star Optoelectronics 
Technology Co Ltd in India has 
started operations. We plan to 
strengthen our global layout in 
industrial chains, marketing and 
R&D in the future,” Li said.

TCL has set up photovoltaic 
cell and module factories in 
Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Mexico through joint ventures, 
and it will explore the possibility 
of expanding the photovoltaic 
industry in overseas markets.

Jie Meijuan, general manager 
of the consumer electronics 
department at Beijing-based 
market consultancy All View 
Cloud or AVC, said, “It is an irre
versible trend that Chinese con
sumer electronics and home 
appliance makers are stepping 
up their operations in the global 
market to improve competitive
ness and foster a new growth 
engine for their longer-term 
development”

Enhancing global operational 
capacity will help Chinese high- 
tech manufacturing enterprises 
better utilize global resources, 
and promote the upgrade of Chi
na’s manufacturing, she added.

release of pent-up household 
spending and a low' comparison 
base the previous year, he said 
notable growth of over 5 percent 
in China’s retail sales may be 
achieved this year. That will be 
well above the 0.2 percent decline 
in retail sales in 2022.

“Promoting steady growth in 
consumption plays a crucial role 
in stabilizing and shoring up the 
growth of the entire national 
economy,” Wang said.

He said the country will contin
uously expand employment and 
increase the household incomes, 
especially take-home pay levels of 
low-and middle-income earners 
with a high marginal propensity 
to consume. “Only by keeping 
payrolls (stable) can w'e ensure 
the enhancement of spending 
power.”

More efforts will also be made 
to improve the consumption envi
ronment, remove barriers that 
may constrain consumption, 
build international consumption 
center cities, reduce purchase 
restrictions to boost automotive 
consumption and encourage off
line consumption, traditional con
sumption and new types of 
consumption.

Notably, the country will mainly 
focus on boosting the purchase of 
both goods and services, especial
ly in fields including new energy 
vehicles, housing, green home 
appliances as well as services 
related to sports, education, 
healthcare and elder care, Wang 
added.

On concerns that China’s reopen
ing may push up global inflation, 
Wang said China will likely keep 
inflation tame and stable amid a 
steady recovery of demand in 2023, 
which will instead help cool the 
global inflation.

He expects China’s consumer 
price index wall rise by 2 percent in 
2023, thus staying within a reason
able range.

Meanwhile, Wang warned of 
pressure from insufficient domes
tic demand, difficulties faced by 
small and medium-sized enter
prises as well as a more compli
cated and grimmer external 
environment.

Wang said he expects to see the 
government stepping up both fis
cal and monetary policy support 
to spur growth, including taxes 
and fees reductions, further easing 
burdens for enterprises and 
increasing financial support for 
key fields such as technological 
innovation, new energy and green 
development.

BSE govt bond sales
top 1.4 trillion yuan
Hie Beijing Stock Exchange said it 
assisted in issuing government 
bonds worth around 1.42 trillion 
yuan ($206.4 billion) by the end of 
February. Treasury bond issuances 
amounted to 1.17 trillion yuan, 
while local government bonds 
were worth 243.11 billion yuan. In 
February alone, the BSE issued
223.64 billion yuan of government 
bonds, of which treasury bond 
sales reached 148 billion yuan and 
local government bond sales 
totaled 75.64 billion yuan.

Chinese yuan up at
6.8808 vs greenback 
The central parity rate of the Chi
nese currency' renminbi, or the 
yuan, strengthened 592 pips to
6.8808 against the US dollar on 
Thursday, according to the China 
Foreign Exchange Hade System. In 
China’s spot foreign exchange mar
ket, on each trading day, the yuan is 
allowed to rise or fall by 2 percent 
from the central parity rate. The 
rate is based on a weighted average 
of prices offered by market makers.
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China’s economy will likely see 
an overall recovery and improve
ment in 2023, providing a strong 
boost to global economic growth, 
said a senior economist.

The nation’s GDP is forecast to 
expand over 5 percent year-on- 
year in 2023, said Wang Yuan
hong, deputy director of the 
Department of Economic Fore
casting at tiie State Information 
Center. The center is affiliated 
with the National Development 
and Reform Commission, the 
country’s top economic regulator. 

“The revival of the world’s sec
ond-largest economy will boost 
global growth, playing an increas
ingly important role in stabilizing 
the world economy and driving 
global economic recovery?’ Wang 
said.

“China’s economy contributed 
to around 18 percent of the 
w'orld’s GDP last year. And the 
contribution of China to world 
economic growth remained 
around 36 percent between 2020 
and 2021.”

Despite economic shocks from 
international geopolitical ten
sions and COVID-19 outbreaks, 
China’s GDP exceeded 121 trillion 
yuan ($17.55 trillion) in 2022, post
ing a 3 percent year-on-year 
growth, according to a report on 
the accomplishment of major tar
gets set by the 2022 Government 
Work Report, Xinhua News Agen
cy reported on Thursday.

While China’s 3 percent growth 
came below its preset annual 
growth target of around 5.5 per
cent, the country remains one of 
the fastest-growing economies, 
especially compared with some 
major economies.

In 2022, China created a total of 
12.06 million new urban jobs, 
exceeding the annual target of 11 
million. And the country’s consum
er price index, a main gauge of infla
tion, rose by 2 percent year-on-year 
in 2022, well below the country’s 
annual inflation target of around 3 
percent, the report showed.

Looking ahead, foreign finan
cial institutions such as Deutsche 
Bank have turned bullish on the 
Chinese market, with the German 
lender revising its economic 
growth forecast for China from 4.5 
percent to 6 percent this year.

Wang said that while exports 
maybe a drag on China’s 2023 out
look, given softening global 
demand conditions and a gloomy 
global outlook, domestic demand 
— including both consumption 
and investment — will be key driv
ers propelling China’s growth.

Given the optimized COVID-19 
control measures, the gradual 
normalization of activities, the

In addition to opening 11 new 
container routes, Beibu Gulf Port 
handled 7.02 million TEUs of con
tainers in 2022, up 16.8 percent on a 
yearly basis.

Since ASEAN has become China’s 
largest trading partner, Beibu Gulf 
Port — backed by its well-developed 
shipping routes to various ASEAN 
member economies — will help 
alleviate the pressure on China’s 
foreign trade this year, said Li 
Muyuan, vice-president and secre
tary-general of the Beijing-based 
China Container Industry Associa
tion.

Wang Guowen, director of the 
center for logistics and supply chain 
management at the China Develop
ment Institute, a Shenzhen-based 
think tank, said many Chinese ports 
will face pressure from slowing 
external demand from European 
and North American routes. Howev
er, China’s increasing shipping 
activity to and from ASEAN will 
continue to grow' this year.

He said that closer trade ties will 
also boost cooperation in various 
fields such as tourism, digital econo
my, green energy and healthcare, 
promote regional connectivity, and 
enhance the resilience of supply 
chains between China and ASEAN 
in the next stage.

Trade between China and ASEAN 
grew some 15 percent year-on-year 
to 6.52 trillion yuan ($943.97 bil
lion) in 2022, said the General 
Administration of Customs.

HP 

id

Deutsche Bank hikes forecast to 6%; 
other foreign lenders also bullish

i I

\ IF

IP!



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/03/2023 6:11:03 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBALEDITION Friday, March 3,2023 I 9

BUSINESS

Feb sales surge
to boost real'X

distance for
eVTOL

estate recoveryX

I 1
-1

•-I

Guangdong moves to further unleash economic vitality
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Bj' LI WENFANG in Guangzhou
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By WANG YING in Shanghai 

wang_ying@chinadaily.com.cn

The move is aimed at stabilizing 
external demand while further 
expanding domestic demand and 
providing a sound business envi
ronment for market players, Hu 
said, adding that though an accel
erated economic recovery has been 
witnessed recently, there are quite 
a number of enterprises still facing 
difficulties.

Tire policy package on foreign 
trade includes the full resumption 
of land transport between Guang
dong and Hong Kong to pre-COV- 
ID-19 levels and efforts for 
increasing sea and air routes, said 
Sun Bin, deputy director of the pro
vincial commerce department.

“Apart from the full resumption 
of hosting the China Import and 
Export Fair, or the Canton Fair, off
line, 242 overseas trade shows are 
planned this year to help enterpris
es achieve more orders,” Sun said. 

Lending to foreign trade compa
nies will be facilitated and expoit 
credit insurance will be significant
ly expanded, he added.

Ni Quanhong, deputy director of 
the Guangdong Financial Supervi- 

projects in seven key sectors and 
reducing highway tolls.

In addition, 12 measures are 
extensions from previous effective 
policies, including reductions of 
value-added taxes for some taxpay
ers and support for major foreign- 
invested projects.

Experts bullish on future performance 
as soaring growth will lift confidence

r» 
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excited to continue working 
toward our next goals all the way 
to EASA certification in 2025,” 
said AutoFlight President Omer 
Bar-Yohay.

Conveyances classified as 
eVTOL, which require no fixed 
facilities such as airports and 
runways, are widely considered 
the future of transportation. 
Compared with helicopters, they 
are quieter, more environmental
ly friendly and more affordable,

wirctiTi;/
k *

An AutoFlight eVTOL is on display at a company facility in Kunshan, Jiangsu province, in August. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

AutoFlight, an electric vertical 
takeoff and landing (eVTOL) air
craft developer, announced on 
Thursday that it accomplished die 
world’s longest eVTOL flight ever 
with a distance of 250.3 kilometers 
on a single charge of the aircraft’s 
lithium-ion batteries.

The flight, which took place at 
AutoFlight’s eVTOL testing facility 
in Jining, Shandong province, on 
Feb 23, consisted of 20 circuits on a 
predetermined flight path, with the 
plane remotely piloted from die 
ground by AutoFlight’s flight test 
team, the company said in a news 
release.

The flight was recognized as the 
longest fully electric aircraft flight 
in history, where the aircraft both 
takes off and lands vertically. The 
previous longest flight for an 
eVTOL was 248.8 km set by Joby 
Aviation, another eVTOL company 
based in California, the United 
States, in 2021.

AutoFlight said this long-range 
test flight is a key milestone in die 
development of its Prosperity I air
craft, as it undergoes continued 
testing toward the company’s goal 
of airworthiness certification in
2025 with the European Aviation 
Safety'Agency.

“This flight is a remarkable 
achievement that shows our air
craft’s capability, and we are

Sun Bin, deputy director 
of Guangdong provincial
commerce department 

Many cities in the country 
reported double-digit monthly 
growth in housing transaction vol
ume in February, which experts 
said is expected to further fuel mar
ket confidence and boost market 
recovery.

According to China Real Estate 
Information Corp (CRIC), a unit of 
E-House (China) Enterprise Hold
ings Ltd, transaction volume 
recorded in the 30 cities it tracked 
saw significant growtii in February 
compared to January.

Residential property transactions 
in tiie cities have seen a strong 
rebound, rising more than 40 per
cent month-on-month in February 
and reaching the level of December. 
Housing supply in the cities report
ed a growth of 7 percent from a 
month earlier, suggesting the over
all market recovery is underway, 
CRIC said.

Backed by the market warm-up, 
the nation’s top 100 developers 
reported a combined sales surge of 
29.1 percent in February from the 
previous month to 461.56 billion 
yuan ($66.9 billion), a year-on-year 
growth of 14.9 percent. In the first 
two months, developers reported 
818.95 billion yuan in sales revenue 
and the y'ear-on-year decline was 
also narrowed to 11.6 percent, it 
added.

Lin Bo, general manager of Chi
na Real Estate Information Corp’s 
research center, attributed the 
market rally to the optimization 
of COVID measures, recovery of 
supply chains and a low base in 
January.

Further revival in the sector 
depends on various factors includ
ing supply, demand and overall pur
chase capability, Lin said.

Though the market is generally 
recovering, developers’ perform
ances in the first two months dif
fer, with some smaller developers 
with insufficient competitiveness 
seeing their sales shrinking, Lin 
said.

Referring to the existing home 
market, in the 100 key cities 
tracked byZhuge Real Estate Data 
Research Center, pre-owned 
homes were traded at an average 
price of 15,701 yuan per square 
meter in February, up 0.03 percent 
month-on-month and 0.04 percent 
from a year ago.

“This is the second straight 

sory Authority, said new social 
financing in the province is expect
ed to amount to 4 trillion yuan 
($580.2 billion) this year, a year-on- 
year increase of500 billion yuan.

Guangdong is seeing more posi
tive signs of economic recovery in 
sectors such as cultural and tour
ism consumption and investment 
projects, according to a report by 
the provincial statistics bureau.

However, the contracting exter
nal demand and domestic con
sumption restrained by the 
recovering employment and 
income levels are still challenges in 
need of solutions, the report said. 

The rebound in offline con
sumption and services scenarios is 
expected to outpace that of the 
manufacturing sector by the first 
quarter of this year, it added.

The industrial sector is projected 
to continue to pick up in the second 
quarter thanks to related suppor
tive measures and a low compari
son base last year. The sector is 
expected to get back on a normal 
track in the second half, the report 
said.

and are expected to be widely 
used in air travel within cities and 
intercity travel scenarios in 
urban areas.

Safe and reliable, eVTOL tech
nology is also considered to be an 
important solution to solve ground 
traffic congestion, reducing hours 
stuck in traffic jams during peak 
hours.

Around the world, all kinds of 
eVTOL are being developed includ
ing cargo carriers, air ambulances 
and fleets of air taxis, some with 
pilots, some without.

AutoFlight is one of the few 
eVTOL developers to have mas
tered tiie challenging transition 
phase from vertical to horizontal 
flight.

Its Prosperity aircraft uses

Mb
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month that existing home trans
actions saw a steady upward 
trend, indicating rising interest 
among homebuyers thanks to an 
eased credit environment and 
improved market confidence,” 
said Chen Xiao, senior analyst 
with the center.

In the 10 cities tracked by the cen
ter, a total of 62,804 closings in pre
owned residential apartments were 
recorded in February, surging 
108.42 percent year-on-year and 
53.64 percent month-on-month, 
Chen said.

“The pent-up housing demand 
may lead to a rise in both prices and 
trade volume in March.”

Seen from various regions, home 
demand in the Yangtze River Delta 
region remained active, particularly 
in Shanghai and Hangzhou in Zhe
jiang province. Demand recovery in 
Jiangsu province’s Nanjing, Suzhou 
and Changzhou and Zhejiang’s 
Ningbo also revived steadily, CRIC 
said.

In the Guangdong-Hong Kong- 
Macao Greater Bay Area, Guang
zhou, Shenzhen, Foshan and 
Dongguan — all in Guangdong 
province — reported a month-on- 
month transaction growth of more 
than 50 percent.

In Beijing, housing purchases of 
new and pre-owned homes saw an 
evident pickup after the Chinese 
New Year and transactions in Tian
jin, and Jinan and Qingdao in 
Shandong province saw steady 
growth.

Home trading volume in Central 
China and Western Chinese cities 
also grew significantly, thanks to 
steady market confidence recovery, 
the report added.

“The eased policies on the prop
erty market since January have 
activated home transactions in 
some second-tier cities and lifted 
market expectations as well,” said 
Liu Shui, corporate research 
director with the China Index 
Academy.

Liu said he believes the demand 
recoverj' in major Chinese cities 
is expected to bring about an 
overall market confidence recov
ery and will possibly lead to a 
small transaction peak in the 
spring.

“The hotspot cities’ better-than- 
expected performance will be 
passed on to cities across the nation, 
boosting the overall confidence 
recovery and market stabilization,” 
Liu added.

£
Apart from the full 
resumption of 
hosting the China 
Import and Export 
Fair, or the Canton 
Fair, offline, 242 
overseas trade shows 
are planned this year 
to help enterprises 
achieve more orders.”

Guangdong province announced 
on Thursday new measures and 
policy updates to boost market con
fidence, economic vitality and high- 
quality development.

Offering more support for local 
enterprises, the move covers vari
ous fields including manufactur- 

foreign trade, rural 
vitalization, self-employed busi
nesses and finance, said Hu Hong, 
deputy Party secretary of Guang
dong, at a news conference in the 
province’s capital Guangzhou.

Hu said there are 22 updates in 
tiie policy package targeting enter
prises, including suppoiting indus
tries paying value-added taxes, 
reducing financing guarantee costs 
for smaller enterprises and further 
exempting taxes on new energy 
vehicle purchases.

It also contains 25 new meas
ures, including incubating more 
quality enterprises, pushing for
ward standardization of prelimi
nary work among investment

AutoFlight
sets record

250.3
kilometers 
distance that AutoFlight's 
eVTOL flies on a single charge 
of its lithium-ion batteries 

Every, animal, plant and tree.

ilihat4s^bio.divertsit¥

rotors to lift the aircraft vertically 
for takeoff, then transitions to hor
izontal flight on tiie wing like a 
traditional airplane. AutoFlight 
built and flew its first proof-of- 
concept aircraft in Shanghai at the 
end of 2021.

The aircraft used in this record
setting flight was AutoFlight’s 
newest Generation 4 model, 
which involved legendary design
er Frank Stephenson, whose vehi
cle design portfolio also includes 
iconic successes from brands 
including Ferrari, Maserati, 
McLaren and Mini.

The aircraft, which has a capacity 
to carry four passengers in addition 
to a pilot, is capable of speeds of 
over 200 kilometers per hour, with 
ranges greater than 250 km.
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China’s international trade soars in 2022
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totaling $210 million, up 7.4 percent 
year-on-year, among which actual 
utilization of foreign investment in 
high-tech industries accounted for 
76.27 percent.

This year, the zone will continue

to develop high-end foreign-invest- 
ed industries and key foreign-in- 
vested projects, and cultivate 
advanced industrial clusters.

Growth impetus
Looking ahead, many institu

tions and analysts are optimistic 
about the prospects for China’s 
foreign trade, and believe that Chi-

A

BEIJING — Many top economies 
have reported significant growth in 
trade with China in 2022 rath some 
figures even setting records, show
ing ever-closer trade links and sup
ply chain cooperation between 
China and the rest of the world.

Analysts believe the annual 
import and export tallies will 
boost global confidence in the Chi
nese economy and bolster win-win 
cooperation with Beijing, showing 
that the world rejects the decou
pling theory hyped by some US 
politicians.

China’s dynamic market, sound 
business environment, complete 
supply chain system and sufficient 
talent pool,” Ma said.

Takehiro Ebihara, director-pres
ident of Japanese company Zhe
jiang House Foods Co Ltd, said: 
“After China optimized its COVID- 
19 response, the offline brick-and- 
mortar catering industry is 
picking up. We are starting to 
build a new curry production line 
to further meet demand from the 
Chinese market.”

It will be the third curry produc
tion line at the company’s Zhejiang 
plant, and it will become an impor
tant growth engine for the company 
in the next few years, he said.

Pinghu’s economic and techno
logical development zone has so for 
attracted more than 300 foreign 
enterprises, mainly in the advanced 
equipment, intelligent manufactur
ing and biotechnology sectors.

In 2022, the zone recorded actual 
utilization of foreign investment

that have gradually increased 
investment in China, according to 
a report by the German Institute 
for Economic Research.

Automobiles have been a high
light in bilateral trade between 
Mexico and China over the past 
year. The National Institute of Sta
tistics and Geography of Mexico 
said Chinese cars accounted for 
nearly a quarter of Mexico’s import
ed cars in 2022. China has sur
passed the United States, Japan and 
other countries to become the main 
source of imported cars in Mexico.

Lugli added that: “China is our 
most important market. Our pro
duction scale will continue to 
expand this year, with the output 
value expected to increase by 5 per
cent to 10 percent year-on-year.”

Nidec Read Machinery (Zhejiang) 
Co Ltd, a subsidiary of Japan’s Nidec 
Group, recently launched a project 
in Pinghu. It is the group’s latest 
effort to build a new energy vehicle 
parts industry base in the Yangtze 
River Delta region.

Upon completion, the project will 
have an annual output of1,000 units 
of test-drive equipment for NEVs. 
The equipment will also be supplied 
to the flagship factory of Nidec 
Automotive Motor (Zhejiang) Co 
Ltd, another unit of Nidec Group in 
Pinghu.

Total investment in the flagship 
factory exceeds $300 million — 
Nidec Group’s largest single over
seas investment — said Wang Fuwei, 
general manager of the electric 
drive system department of Nidec

Win-win results
The price spikes in international 

energy and raw materials have 
exacerbated inflation in Germany. 
Therefore, affordable commodi
ties produced in China are more 
favored by the German market. 
China has also become a preferred 
market for German companies

For Argentina, China has 
become the country’s second-larg
est export destination and largest 
source of imports in 2022. Com
pared with 2021, Argentina’s 
imports from and exports to China 
in 2022 increased by 29.4 percent 
and 27.4 percent, respectively, 
according to the latest data from 
the Argentine National Institute of 
Statistics and Census.

Pablo Levinton, a professor of 
economics at the National Univer
sity of Lanus in Argentina, believes 
that the economies of Argentina

HANGZHOU - In the bustling 
intelligent production workshops 
operated by Italian firm Comer 
Industries (Jiaxing) Co Ltd, 14 pro
duction lines are running at full 
steam.

The intelligent workshops cover 
an area of more than 23,000 square 
meters and are located in the 
national-level economic and tech
nological development zone in Ping
hu, a major manufacturing hub in 
Zhejiang province.

The firm is engaged in the pro
duction of power transmission sys
tems and components, and its 
products are mainly used in con
struction and farming machinery as 
well as wind power generation.

“The production lines started 
operating before the Spring Festival 
holiday was over in late January?’ 
said Mattia Lugli, the company’s 
general manager. “This year, the 
company plans to rent its fifth facto
ry and introduce new intelligent 
production lines in Pinghu.”

Employees work on a production line of gas spring manufacturer 
Stabilus (Zhejiang) Co Ltd in Pinghu, Zhejiang province, in April 
2022. YIN XIAOSHENG / XINHUA

Visitors check out TCL products during an electronics expo in Sao Paulo, Brazil, in July. 
CHEN HAOQUAN / XINHUA

Visitors gather at the booth of Argentina Food & Wine during the fifth China International Import Expo in Shanghai in November. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

it
number of foreign enterprises 
attracted to the economic and 
technological development
zone in Pinghu, Zhejiang 
province, so far

and China are highly complemen
tary. “Argentine high-quality beef, 
red wine and other products are 
welcomed by the Chinese market. 
Mineral resources such as lithium 
and copper in Argentina are also 
needed by China’s renewable ener
gy and other industries,” Levinton 
said.

In 2022, bilateral trade between 
Indonesia and China increased by 
nearly 20 percent compared with 
the previous year. China remained 
Indonesia’s largest trading partner 
and largest export market, demon

Ivan Marambio, president
of the Chilean Fruit Exporters 
Association

Volume hits new highs
Newly released US official data 

showed that trade between the 
United States and China hit a 
record $690.6 billion in 2022, indi
cating robust trade growth despite 
decoupling rhetoric.

The data showed that despite US 
government decisions to add tariffs 
and impose export curbs and some 
politicians calling for decoupling, 
trade growth between the two 
major economies remains robust.

Meanwhile, total trade volume 
between the EU and China last 
year grew about 23 percent from 
2021, hitting 856.3 billion euros 
($910.6 billion), another new high, 
according to statistics released by 
Eurostat on Feb 15.

In 2022, total trade between Chi
na and Germany grew 20.9 per
cent year-on-year to 297.9 billion 
euros, according to the Federal 
Statistical Office of Germany. Chi
na has been Germany’s most 
important trading partner for sev
en years in a row.

“The Chinese economy is too big 
to decouple from completely,” 
Juergen Matthes, an expert at the 
German Economic Institute, said 
earlier last month. “No one wants 
that, and it would not make sense.” 

Data from the General Adminis
tration of Customs of China 
showed that China’s total trade 
volume with Africa, the Associa
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
and Latin America in 2022 
reached $282.0 billion, $975.3 bil
lion and $485.8 billion, respective
ly, representing year-on-year 
increases of 11.1 percent, 11.2 per
cent and 7.7 percent, shattering 
previous records.

Ljubo Jurcic, former Croatian 
minister of economy, said 
although the COVID-19 pandemic 
took its toll on China’s economy, 
it’s expected to resume strong 
growth after the government 
improved its pandemic response. 
Due to strong economic growth 
and its huge size, China is already 
the “locomotive” of the global 
economy, said Jurcic.

na’s economy will gain greater 
vitality, which will bring more 
market opportunities and devel
opment dividends to the world.

Chilean Customs statistics show 
that in 2022, Chilean exports to 
China amounted to $38.11 billion, 
accounting for 38.9 percent of the 
country’s total exports. China has 
been Chile’s largest trading part
ner since 2009, with nearly 90 per
cent of Chile’s cherry exports going 
to the Chinese market.

“The Chinese market is so 
important for us,” said Ivan Mar
ambio, president of the Chilean 
Fruit Exporters Association.

After China eased travel restric
tions for incoming visitors in early 
January, Marambio led a delega
tion to visit several Chinese cities 
to meet business partners.

“We are optimistic about the resil
ience and consumption vitality of the 
Chinese market and hope to achieve 
greater development through the 
Chinese market,” he said.

In 2022, China was Brazil’s largest 
trading partner for the 14th consecu
tive year. Last year, Brazilian exports 
to China amounted to $89.43 billion, 
accounting for 26.8 percent of the 
country’s total, according to official 
Brazilian figures.

The deepening economic and 
trade partnership between Brazil 
and China has driven the develop
ment of Brazil’s agriculture, infra
structure, science and technology, 
e-commerce and other fields, said 
Jose Ricardo dos Santos Luz Jun
ior, CEO of LIDE (Group of Corpo
rate Leaders) China, a Sao Paulo
based company that connects 
Chinese and Brazilian entrepre
neurs, in a recent interview with 
Xinhua News Agency.

Bilateral trade has been hitting 
new highs, contributing greatly to 
Brazil’s economic growth, and will 
surely boost bilateral exchanges in 
various fields, he said.

In a report released in January, 
the African Development Bank 
raised its economic growth fore
cast for the African region to 4 per
cent in 2023.

According to the report, after Chi
na optimized its COVID-19 
response, Asia — as an important 
export destination for Africa — will 
achieve steady growth, thus expand
ing Africa’s development space.

Ralf Klein, managing director of 
Harting Electronics Co Ltd in Ger
many, said that China has great 
market potential, and its economy 
has a huge influence on die devel
opment of German enterprises in 
China.

“We expect China’s economy to 
grow foster,” Klein said.

China was Britain’s second-larg
est trading partner in imports and 
fifth-largest in exports in 2022, 
according to data released by the 
UK’s Office for National Statistics 
earlier last month.

Gordon Cheung, a scholar at 
Durham University in the UK, said 
that driven by diversified trade 
demand, British exports to China 
have increased.

The British business community 
is actively promoting economic 
and trade exchanges between Brit
ain and China, and bilateral trade 
is expected to grow further this 
year, said Cheung.
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Nation already 
‘locomotive’ of 
global economy, 
official says
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We are optimistic 
about the resilience 
and consumption 
vitality of the Chinese 
market and hope to 
achieve greater 
development through 
the Chinese market.”
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strating the high degree of correla
tion and complementarity 
between the two economies. “Chi
na’s rapid economic growth will 
greatly promote Indonesia’s eco
nomic and social development,” 
said Bambang Suryono, chairman 
of the Indonesian think tank Asian 
Innovation Research Center.

Automotive Motor (Zhejiang) Co 
Ltd.

Nidec Group has opened 16 sub
sidiaries since its launch in Pinghu 
24 years ago, and made three invest
ments in 2022 alone, with its busi
ness scope covering 
telecommunications, home appli
ances, automobiles and related 
services.

Neo Ma, operations director at 
German company Stabilus (Zhe
jiang) Co Ltd, said that with the 
increasing penetration rate of NEVs 
in China, the Chinese market has 
become the main driving force for 
the company’s profit growth. 

“This cannot be achieved without
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Left-behind children have not left
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China’s contributions to trading system undeniable
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We have taken note of the report 
and the baseless allegations. The 
US side ignores China’s great 
achievements in fulfilling its WTO 
commitments, distorts China’s 
remarkable achievements in build
ing a market economy, denies Chi
na’s important contribution to the 
multilateral trading system and 
world economic development, and 
at the same time uses the US’ crite
ria forjudging a “market economy” 
to judge other members of the 
WTO. This lacks both a legal and a 
factual basis. It fully exposes the 
unilateralist thinking and persist
ent bullying practices of the US. 

Over the past 20 years and more 
since its accession to the WTO, Chi
na, as the largest developing coun
try, has always firmly supported the 
multilateral trading system, prac
ticed true multilateralism, fully ful
filled its WTO commitments,

them behind with their grandparents 
when they go to the cities to work. 

With more smartphones and 
greater internet penetration in rural 
areas now, it was only a matter of 
time before the left-behind children 
got hooked on to the new technology. 
Besides, because of the monotonous 
life in rural areas, the virtual world 
appears very attractive. Also, left-be
hind children lack effective supervi
sion from their guardians. Their 
grandparents often have no clue 
what the online world is all about. 

It is not easy to say whether it is 
right or wrong for the left-behind 
children to spend so much time on 
smartphones. At least, society 
should not blame the children or 
theft families. Besides, online 
games and short videos are not 
always that bad. The problem lies

in the children devoting too much 
time to them. The platforms and 
families should exercise due 
responsibility by regulating their 
use of smartphones.

The platforms must improve the 
system and implement features 
such as verification of user identity 
and setting a time limit on usage. 
The authorities need to set relevant 
rules. At the same time, parents 
should know that they are their 
children’s primary teachers. They 
should spend more time with them 
and avoid wasting too much time 
on smartphones.

Society should ponder on how to 
reduce people’s dependence on elec
tronic gadgets and not let them 
become obsessed with the virtual 
world.

double standard in its industrial 
policies, disrupted global indus
try and supply chains, and seri
ously undermined the authority 
and effectiveness of the multilat
eral trading system. The WTO 
Dispute Settlement Body has 
ruled that relevant US measures 
violate WTO rules, and the US 
has not only failed to implement 
the WTO ruling, but also para
lyzed the WTO appellate body. 
China is deeply disappointed that 
the core values and basic princi
ples of the multilateral trading 
system have been severely weak
ened. We call on the US to correct 
its wrong words and deeds in a 
timely manner, earnestly abide by 
WTO rules and its commitments, 
and play its due role in upholding 
the authority, integrity and effec
tiveness of the multilateral trad
ing system.

the train derailment, and there is 
no plan for US President Joe Biden 
to visit the site. Former US presi
dent Donald Trump was there 
though, doling out bottled water 
belonging to his own company, 
Trump Ice Natural Spring Water, 
which his opponents claimed had 
been discontinued since 2010. 
They even circulated photographs 
showing the water was yellow in 
color, but AP Photos ran a fact 
check to say the water was clear 
and the photograph had been 
altered.

Ina nutshell, while the Republi
cans were busy blaming those in 
power, those in power were busy 
fighting back, but nobody had a 
minute to spare for the victims.

improved the socialist market eco
nomic system and legal system, 
expanded institutional opening-up 
at a high level, enhanced policy 
transparency, and participated fully 
and deeply in WTO reform negotia
tions and activities.

China has actively helped more 
developing members, especially the 
least developed countries, integrate 
into the multilateral trading sys
tem, which has been widely recog
nized by WTO members. During 
the 12th WTO Ministerial Confer
ence, China, acting in the common 
interests of all WTO members, 
played a constructive role and con
tributed to the conference achiev
ing more positive results than 
expected, which were highly recog
nized by all parties.

It is worth noting that in recent 
years, the US has engaged in uni
lateral trade bullying, employed a

he House Armed Services Committee hear
ing on Tuesday, regarding the transparency 
and effectiveness of the military assistance 
the United States has given Ukraine over

the past year, came as some Republicans are openly 
questioning whether further aid to Ukraine should 
be slowed or stopped entirely, amid allegations of 
corruption in the Ukrainian government.

In early February, a group of 11 House Republicans 
unveiled a “Ukraine Fatigue” resolution urging 
Ukraine and Russia to reach a peace agreement and 
stating the US must end its military and financial aid 
to Ukraine. Republican Mike Rogers of Alabama, the 
committee chairman, said Congress has appropriat
ed more than $100 billion in military, economic and 
humanitarian assistance to Ukraine and NATO 
allies, with more than $75 billion doled out so for.

That unprecedented amount of aid has sparked 
scrutiny by some lawmakers, who want to ensure 
Ukraine is using that aid properly. Although there 
remains a bipartisan consensus in Congress to con
tinue the program, that consensus is weakening as 
the Ukraine conflict has now entered its second year, 
and as Pentagon officials admitted in the hearing, 
there is no telling how long it will grind on for and for 
how long the US will need to provide assistance.

The underlying reason for that is the Joe Biden

In demonstrating its unswerving will to safe
guard its national sovereignty and security inter
ests, China has firmly countered the United States’ 
containment strategy while upholding regional 
stability and balancing its relations with other 
major countries and regions.

The Chinese diplomacy has markedly intensified 
since late last year when President Xi Jinping visit
ed Central Asia, Southeast Asia and the Middle 
East. At the same time, China has received visits of 
many state leaders from around the world.

At the beginning of the year, Foreign Minister 
Qin Gang made a trip to five African countries as 
well as the African Union Headquarters and the 
League of Arab States Headquarters, upholding for 
the 33rd consecutive year the tradition in which 
Africa has been the destination for the first over
seas trip of the year for Chinese foreign ministers. 

Senior Chinese diplomat Wang Yi just concluded 
an eight-day trip to Europe, including a visit to Rus
sia, during which the two sides reaffirmed their 
shared commitment to deepening the China-Russia 
comprehensive strategic partnership of coordina
tion. And Foreign Minister Qin is attending the G20 
foreign ministers’ meeting in New Delhi this week 

All these diplomatic overtures show China is 
increasingly confident in interacting with the 
world and contributing both its wisdom and solu
tions to tackle crises and challenges. In stark con
trast to the US and some other Western countries’ 
penchant for stoking confrontation and tension, 
China’s diplomacy seeks to promote solidarity and 
cooperation.

unless they were ready to risk decades in prison. A 
double standard is in full play on this as “they had 
absolutely nothing to say when random people 
were saying Russia blew their own pipeline”, as 
writerand media critic Bryce Greene said.

Hersh is not somebody whose reporting can be just 
brushed aside as clickbait The veteran Pulitzer Prize
winning journalist has proved his credibility with his 
revelations in the past, and is known for his ability to 
attract “whistleblowers because he has a perfect 
record of protecting their identities and accurately 
publishing what they reveal after due diligence”

Aside from being an act of terrorism, the sabotag
ing of the pipelines was also one of the world’s worst 
ecological disasters, constituting the largest single 
leak of methane in history, two elements that would 
have easily enabled Hersh’s report to dominate the 
news had he accused Russia or any other party in 
the West’s bad books of being the culprit

It is thus telling that this bombshell news has 
been collectively marginalized by the Western 
media. One only has to look at their inflating of a 
Chinese weather balloon into a spy-in-the-sky 
threat to the US to see how the media can blow up 
something sensational from nothing.

This cannot but prompt people to question 
whether the Western media, deemed to be the 
“fourth estate” can still play the role of a watchdog 
to check on the power of the government.

espite the global turbulence, China contin
ues to maintain its diplomatic composure, 
with its head-of-state diplomacy playing a 
key role in this regard. And the two ses

sions this year are expected to provide the world with 
indications of the future development of this aspect 
of diplomacy with Chinese characteristics.

China’s head-of-state diplomacy was “immensely 
successful” last year, highlighted by the successful 
hosting of the Beijing Olympic and Paralympic Win
ter Games and the concomitant talks with the 
attending heads of state, government and interna
tional organizations. These were the first in-person 
talks since the onset of the pandemic, and they set 
the tone for China’s diplomatic work over the past 
year by seeking to foster a consensus on rejecting 
the Cold War mentality, opposing unilateralism, and 
saying no to clique politics and bloc confrontation. 

This has been given further impetus with the 
recent release of the Global Security Initiative Con
cept Paper. It lays out 20 priorities for security cooper
ation, all highly action-oriented, which can be 
summarized as upholding the United Nations’ cen
tral role in security governance, promoting coordina
tion and sound interactions among major countries, 
facilitating peaceful settlement of hotspot issues 
through dialogue, tackling traditional and non-tradi- 
tional security challenges, and strengthening the sys
tem and capacity for global security governance.

Based on these priorities China has also issued a 
position paper on the Ukraine crisis in a bid to 
push forward efforts to promote a peaceful solu
tion to the year-long conflict in Europe.

early one month after investigative 
journalist Seymour Hersh claimed in a 
report that the United States planted 
remotely triggered explosives during a

covert operation in June 2022, that subsequently 
damaged three of the four Nord Stream pipelines 
in September, there has basically been an eerie 
silence in the West on the matter, except for a per
functory dismissal by the White House stating the 
report was “utterly false and complete fiction”

The collective silence of the United States and its 
allies, including their media outlets, who have 
always taken it as their supposed duty to find out 
“the whole truth, nothing but the truth”, is strange 
given the significance of the attack Especially after 
the furor they created in pointing the finger at Rus
sia when the blasts were detected.

The US mainstream media have overwhelmingly 
ignored Hersh’s report, according to a study by Mint- 
Press News, an independent watchdog journalism 
organization, which analyzed the 20 most influential 
publications in the US including The New York 
Times and The Huffington Post, and found only four 
mentions of Hersh’s in-depth report.

The mainstream Western media have justified 
their shunning the report by raising doubts about 
Hersh’s source, who has remained anonymous. But 
it is a no-brainer that no source revealing this sort 
of information would ever disclose their name

administration, the main promoter of the conflict, 
has been throwing too many objectives into the 
Ukraine basket without revealing what the criteria 
are for their achievement. It is the speculation of 
the Biden administration on the crisis that ren
dered the hearing on Tuesday into a dialogue 
between a chicken and a duck.

Questioned whether the US can replace its 
assistance by selling weapons to Ukraine, Celeste 
Wallander, US assistant secretary of defense for 
international security affairs, said: “It is a very 
good point that we also need to transition them to 
start their own defense spending planning as well 
as everything else we will do to support them.”

That caught people’s attention. When most have 
taken the US’ military assistance as a lives-for- 
weapons program, the US is hinting that its assist
ance has been priced beforehand, and when 
Ukraine will need to start paying for it depends on 
when it has achieved the Biden administration’s 
opaque objectives.

It is predictable that before that becomes clear 
the US will continue to up the ante in the conflict 
But no matter how seemingly fierce future hear
ings on this matter appear, both sides are in tacit 
agreement that as long as US lives are spared, hav
ing proxies to do the dirty work is a good bargain.
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A recent report by a research 
center on rural issues at Wuhan 
University shows that 90 percent 
of left-behind children in China’s 
rural areas spend a long time on 
smartphones every' day; nearly 70 
percent are hooked on short videos 
and 30 percent are playing online 
games.

In some extreme cases, a child 
was found playing games without 
sleep for five days. More than half 
the students in the sixth grade 
spent more than 10 hours on their 
phones during weekends. As a 
result, children’s physical fitness, 
learning abilities and interests have 
all declined, the report said.

Teenagers’ addiction to smart
phones and the internet is not a new 
problem. But this time it is affecting 
left-behind kids, whose parents leave

A month ago, a train carrying 
toxic chemicals derailed in East Pal
estine, a small town in Ohio, United 
States, releasing gallons of toxic 
gases.

But even a month later, the US 
government is far from solving 
the problems that have cropped 
up. While some local residents are 
complaining of a sore throat and 
are coughing blood, almost 
44,000 aquatic animals have died 
there, but the US Environmental 
Protection Agency insists the 
water and air there are “safe” and 
“normal”.

Besides, US Transportation Sec
retary Pete Buttigieg showed up in 
leather dress boots instead of pro
tective work boots while surveying

All this points to the failure of 
governance in the US. Politicians 
can put on a brilliant performance 
asking for votes, while doing little 
to solve the problems of residents. 

On March 1, the US Department 
of Justice was trying to compel a 
controversial manufacturing plant 
in Louisiana to curb its emissions. 
The authorities have finally woken 
up nearly 36 years after a local 
stretch of the Mississippi River was 
nicknamed Cancer Alley in 1987 
Who knows how many more such 
problems exist in the US and how 
much longer it will take to address 
them. After all, the country seems 
more interested in covering up 
problems rather than solving them. 

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

Studied silence on Nord Stream report 
belies freedom of the press in the West
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Editor’s Note: Last week, the Office of the United States Trade Representative published its 2022 Report to Con
gress on China’s WTO Compliance, which details “the scale of China’s non-market policies and practices” and is “a
reminder that the international trading system must continue to work together to defend our shared interests 
against these harmful actions”, as the office said in its accompanying news release. The following are excerpts of the
comment on that report the person in charge of the departmentfor WTO affairs of the Ministry of Commerce 
shared with die media on Wednesday.
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Western sanctions aggravate post-quake suffering
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A

he 7.8-magnitude earthquake 
that struck Turkiye and Syria in 
early February has claimed more 
than 50,000 lives and left many

more injured while causing huge loss of 
property. All this will seriously affect the 
economic and geopolitical structure of 
not only the two countries but also the 
whole of Middle East.

Since the beginning of the civil war in 
Syria in 2011, Turkiye lias adopted a hos
tile policy toward the Syrian government, 
which is in line with the Western powers 
and Sunni-majority Gulf countries such 
as Saudi Arabia. As a result, Turkiye and 
Syria share a very tense relationship. 

However, the Syrian government has 
gradually stabilized the situation. And 
Turkiye, on its part, has somewhat soften
ed its stance against Syria.

After the quake, many countries pro
vided relief materials for — and/or sent 
rescue and relief teams to — both TUrkiye 
and Syria. In fact, many expect post
quake Turkiye-Svria relations to further 
improve and the two sides to cooperate 
on humanitarian aid and post-quake 
reconstruction.

The earthquake has also had serious 
impacts on die economies of both Turkiye 
and Syria. Turkiye is an emerging econo
my and a major economic power in the 
Middle East, with a well-developed textile 
industry and large exports of textiles and 
clothing, and the quake is likely to reduce

ed because die Party, the National People’s 
Congress (the country’s top legislature) 
and the National Committee of die Chi
nese People’s Political Consultative Con
ference (China’s top political advisory 
body) work together to serve the people 
and the country. More important, the sys
tem is designed to meet the needs of all 
the people, not just the rich and powerful, 
and uses a process to select, train and 
evaluate die performance of officials of 
the Party, the NPC and the CPPCC Nation
al Committee.

While the CPC holds a national con
gress every five years and the CPC Central 
Committee holds at least one plenary ses
sion every year to take stock of die politi
cal, social, economic and other

of civil war. Different parts of the country 
are controlled by forces as different as the 
government, army, opposition forces, and 
the Kurdish forces, leading to large num
ber of refugees both witirin and outside 
the country. Also, the country’s infrastrac- 
ture is severely damaged, and the basic 
necessities of life, such as fuel and other 
essential goods, are in short supply. In 
particular, there is massive shortage of 
housing, food, medicines, medical equip
ment and fuels.

In terms of the region’s economy, Turki- 
ye’s Bosporus Strait is an important glob
al shipping trade route, which could see 
disruptions due to the quake. This in turn 
could disrupt the international supply 
and value chains as transportation of 
Russian and Ukrainian grain through the 
Strait and supply of Russian natural gas 
to Europe could suffer. The quake will 
also affect international flights that fly via 
Turkiye’s airports.

But the US seems to have withdrawal, 
strategically, from the Middle East and is 
even competing with Gulf countries in 
energy, prompting Gulf states such as 
Saudi Arabia and its allies like Israel to 
gradually adopt a relatively independent 
foreign policy to safeguard their interests, 
strengthen relations with Russia, ease 
tensions with Iran and Syria, and not take 
sides in US-China disputes.

Ironically, the quake could help ease 
the hostilities among Middle East coun-

This is something Americans will not 
readily understand. And perhaps they 
need a long time to adjust to the 21st cen
tury reality of China being a highly suc
cessful socialist country with a unique 
system of governance, designed to serve 
the people.

But since global economic growth and 
the global financial system’s viability, to a 
large extent, depend on the US and China, 
and tiie way they deal with each other, the 
world’s two largest economies should 
learn to coexist peacefully and continue 
contributing to global development. 

Only when the US and China build 
mutual trust and the American people, 
especially politicians, accept that a coun
try can be an economic powerhouse 
despite having a non-Western form of 
government and political system can the 
two sides help boost the global economy 
and enrich international relations.

The author is chairman of the America 
China Partnership Foundation. 
The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

developments, and make key decisions on 
important issues, the NPC and the CPPCC 
National Committee hold their annual 
sessions in the first quarter of the year to 
deliberate economic, social, diplomatic, 
educational, scientific and technological 
and other important issues and make 
important decisions.

Each of the three organizations — the 
CPC, the NPC and the CPPCC — has some 
members or delegates that are also dele
gates and members of one of the other 
organizations, and come from all walks of 
life and across the social, religious and 
ethnic divide.

China’s governance model benefits 
from having diverse sources of informa
tion and good feedback, which help the 
country’s leadership to identify the Chi
nese people’s needs, and listen to people’s 
policy suggestions and take action accord
ingly, if they are valuable or helpful. The 
governance model also makes the Chinese 
government accountable to the people.

The author is chief of China Daily 
EU Bureau based in Brussels.
chenweihua@chinadaily.com.cn

he three-hour first hearing by the 
new US House Select Committee on 
China on Tuesday was nothing but 
another anti-China force staged in

Washington, with clowns such as former US 
national security adviser H.R. McMaster and 
his deputy Matt Pottinger, who was sanc
tioned by the Chinese government, in attend
ance.

That the people invited to testify are 
known for their hate speeches and baseless 
remarks against China shows that US law
makers are not interested in hearing dif
ferent voices on any issue or in 
understanding the real situation. Instead, 
they are interested in deliberately mislead
ing the US public.

Perhaps the only sensible voice was heard 
21 minutes into the three-hour hearing when 
two protesters from peace group Code Pink 
stood up to interrupt a virulent speech by 
McMaster. One woman held a slogan “China 
is not our enemy”, followed by a man holding 
a sign “Stop Asian hate” Both of them were 
quickly taken away, and subsequently cuffed 
and arrested.

US politicians like to project such biparti
san committees as if they are a proof that 
they are doing the right things. Yet the disas
trous Iraq War launched 20 years ago was 
overwhelmingly approved and zealously 
supported by both the Republican and Dem
ocratic parties. The war not only ruined Iraq 
and the lives of its people but also destabil
ized the whole region.

The author is head of the Institute of Mid
dle Eastern Studies, Northwest Universi
ty. The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

tries, and prompt them to cooperate in 
disaster relief, and resolve differences and 
conflicts. Israel and Greece, which have 
serious differences with Turkiye, have 
sent relief and rescue teams to the quake
hit areas of Turkiye. The European Union, 
too, has provided emergency funds for 
Syria, and the Syrian government has 
opened the roads to the opposition-held 
areas to enable the UN to bring aid to the 
people there. But Iran and the UAE are 
the main regional players that have come 
to the aid of Syria.

But despite the devastating quake and 
the loss of precious lives and property, the 
US and the EU refuse to lift the sanctions 
against Syria, which has prevented rescue 
and relief teams from reaching all the dis- 
aster-stricken areas. This is tragic, 
because local organizations lack the nec
essary funds and equipment for such 
large-scale relief and rescue operations, 
exacerbating the humanitarian crisis 
there.

And the fact that the EU and the US 
have said that aid to Syria should be 
channeled only through local NGOs lias 
exposed the designs of the Western pow
ers to politicize even the greatest of 
humanitarian crises.

Unlike the US administration, 
most governments in the
world do not indulge in such 
political farce.

hina has demonstrated that 
“socialism with Chinese charac
teristics” can bring huge econom
ic and social benefits to the

Chinese people and those beyond. 
The world is still adjusting to the 21st 

century reality of a unique system of gov
ernance practiced by 18.47 percent of the 
world’s population producing economic 
and social miracles unequaled in human 
history, and greatly contributing to global 
economic growth.

China’s unique system of governance 
has helped the country’s GDP to increase 
from a paltry 3679 billion yuan in 1978 to 
121 trillion yuan ($1744 trillion) in 2022. 
China’s governance system has created 
the world’s largest economy in terms of 
purchasing power parity and the second- 
largest economy in nominal GDP terms 
according to the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund. 

The World Bank has said that over the 
past 40 years about 800 million people 
have been lifted out of poverty in China. 
“China has contributed close to three- 
quarters of the global reduction in the 
number of people living in extreme pover
ty?’ the World Bank said.

How did China’s system of governance 
achieve such miracles?

Socialism with Chinese characteristics 
focuses on serving the Chinese people and 
facilitating their economic and social 
development. The Communist Party of 
China has more than 96.7 million mem
bers, and for more than 100 years of its 
existence, it has been the vanguard of 
the Chinese people, leading them 
toward a better future.

In feet, a survey by Harvard 
University published in 2020 
found that the percentage of 
the Chinese people support
ing the CPC increased 86 
percent to 93 percent dur
ing the 13-year study.

How did this happen? 
The CPC leads one of 

the most advanced and 
successful forms of repre
sentative governments in 
the world: socialism with 
Chinese characteristics 
and whole-process peo
ple’s democracy.

The word “democracy” 
comes from the ancient 
Greek words “demos” 
meaning “people” and 
“kratok’ meaning “rule”, 
that is, people’s rale. And the 
constitutions of both the US 
and China say sovereignty lies 
with “the people”, so the over
330 million people in the US and 
the more than 1.4 billion people in 
China both need representatives in 
the government for it to operate. 

However, a big challenge of practic
ing “democracy” is selecting “the peo
ple’s” representatives and making them 
accountable to the people. Achieving the 
goals of a government of the people and 
for the people is very difficult. But China’s 
government system can do so, because it 
is effective and designed to integrate rep
resentative and responsible governance 
with accountability to the people. 

China’s governance system has succeed-

both textile production and exports. It 
will also affect Turkiye’s agricultural prod
ucts, transportation, tourism, power gen
eration, and oil and gas sectors to varying 
degrees.

Turkiye’s financial sector, too, will be 
affected, as the country’s currency, lira, 
has hit a historic low against the US dol
lar and tiie stock index has slumped. 
Before the quake, Turkiye’s financial 
market was already battling high infla
tion, and straggling with geopolitical 
tensions. The quake has now added to 
market uncertainties, with Turkiye likely 
to face a series of problems including 
high reconstruction costs, rising current 
account deficit, and declining foreign 
investment, although reconstruction 
efforts can create new opportunities for 
some industries, especially the construc
tion industry.

As for Syria, it has suffered from years 

The hysterical smear campaign against 
China is reminiscent of the days when the US 
manufactured the biggest lie of tiie century 
to fool the world into believing that Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein possessed weapons 
of mass destraction and thus justify its inva
sion of Iraq. Colin Powell, then US secretary 
of state, made the case at the United Nations 
Security Council holding a tiny vial of white 
powder in hand.

Now, without any solid evidence, senior 
US officials, from the US Energy Department 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, have 
again become busy, spreading lies about the 
novel coronavirus “probably” leaking from a 
Wuhan lab, a conspiracy theory first floated 
by the administration of previous US presi
dent Donald Tramp but never supported by 
leading epidemiologists and medical scien
tists, including those at the World Health 
Organization or Anthony Fauci, the top US 
public health expert who has served as advis
er to every US president since Ronald Rea
gan.

The latest US strategy to smear China is 
using words such as “likely” “probably’? 
“may” and “if” to make irresponsible and 
libelous accusations against, and spread dis
information about, China.

The US’ purpose is clear: To paint China as 
an evil and aggressive nation, one that does 
not abide by established international rales. 
But none of these are supported by facts, 
especially given China’s good track record of 
not hating engaged in any war for decades 
and its huge contribution to tiie global econ
omy.

Should China return the favor by making 
similar unsubstantiated and speculative alle
gations against the United States? The 
answer is “no”.

Unlike the US administration, most gov
ernments in the world do not indulge in such 
political force.

When one witness at Tuesday’s hearing 
blamed China for the US’ trade deficits, like 
Tramp did as US president, I wondered why 
the committee didn’t invite an economist to 
educate them about the real cause and 
meaning of trade deficit

The hearing started like a sham when wit
nesses took oath, pledging they would tell 
nothing but the truth but almost all of them 
violated the sanctity of the oath.

In a speech at the Brookings Institution on 
Feb 15, US Deputy Secretary Wendy Sherman 
accused China of spreading disinformation, 
but then bragged “we are doing better”. It is 
an extraordinary confession. 

The US is a master at feeding the world 
disinformation due to its powerful diplomat
ic presence across the world and powerful 
propaganda machines. But even people who 
were duped by the US’ claim that Saddam 
Hussein possessed WMDs have woken up 
and become more skeptical about Washing
ton and its claims.

US campaign to 
smear China 
knows no limits

The governance model also 
makes the Chinese govern
ment accountable to the 
people.

This is tragic, because local 
organizations lack the nec
essary funds and equip
ment for such large-scale 
relief and rescue opera
tions, exacerbating the 
humanitarian crisis there.
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rules that the US has launched an 
all-out strategic competition with 
China, and has roped in its allies to 
encircle and contain China. 

In feet, despite China having a 
political system different from that 
of the West, the country has partici
pated in nearly all international 
organizations that came into being 
after the end of World War II, and is 
a key stakeholder in the current 
global system. Western countries 
should prioritize solving their 
domestic problems, rather than 
curbing the rise of other nations, 
and make adjustments in light of 
the changing international land
scape to enhance their own 
strengths by seizing the opportuni
ties brought by the development of 
other countries.

China was once the most power
ful country in the world, and had 
been at the center of the interna
tional relations in the East of the 
world until its decline began in 
modern times as the Industrial 
Revolution led to the rise and 
expansion of the West. It was not 
until the establishment of the Peo
ple’s Republic of China that the 
nation reversed its falling trajectory 
and ushered in a new era of nation
al rejuvenation.

In 2010, China became the 
world’s second-largest economy, 
and it is expected to overtake the 
US as the largest by 2035. The 
growing overall strength and eco
nomic clout of China has significant 
implications for the world.

China’s rapid development has 
been underpinned by its system of 
socialism with Chinese characteris
tics and its joining the current 
international system. China has 
adopted a path of development and 
modernization that is different 
from that of Western countries, and 
thus, the country’s rise has trig
gered concerns among the Western 
countries. But at the same time, 
China is an important participator 
of the current international system, 
and its development is of great 
importance to the whole world. 
This reflects two seemingly contra
dictory characteristics of today’s 
world: diversity and coexistence. 

With the ascendancy of the West 
in modem times, the influence of 
Western politics, ideology, culture 
and development paradigm has 
also been on the rise. After the end 
of the Cold War, there was the argu
ment of “the end of history” and the 
“universalization” of Western liber
al democracy as the final form of 
human government. But as history 
has proved, the world has become 
more diversified instead. China’s 
political system and its develop

ment path are just one example of 
this diverse world. 

Given the sheer size of China’s 
economy, the country’s develop
ment has immense influence on the 
world. In this sense, China’s eco
nomic growth over the past dec
ades has made great contributions 
to the development of the whole 
world. And the country has chosen 
a political system that is different 
from the Western model, which 
offers an alternative to the world. 

It is inevitable that China, as an 
emerging power, will push for 
reform of the current international 
system and the reshaping of the 
global political and economical 
landscapes. However, as a key stake
holder of the current international 
order, China doesn’t seek to scrap it 
and start all over again. Instead, it 
will endeavor to play a larger role in 
the world by advancing new initia
tives and make more contributions 
to the world’s development. 

After the end of the Cold War, 
China has been seeking to forge 
partnerships with all countries fea
turing “dialogue rather than con
frontation, friendship rather than 
alliance” which has helped the 
world avoid confrontations. China 
advocates a new type of major
country relations that are charac
terized by non-confrontation, 
mutual respect and win-win coop
eration, to avoid the conflicts and 
wars caused by great powers seek
ing hegemony.

China is committed to the path of 
peaceful development, and will not 
seek hegemony when it grows in 
strength. China pushes the reform 
of the current international system 
based on the principle of consulta
tion and joint building. The coun
try’s efforts to build a new type of 
international relations are reflected 
in the Belt and Road Initiative, an 
inclusive cooperation mechanism 
that welcomes the participation of 
all countries. China also envisions 
the forging of a world that features 
harmonious coexistence and joint 
development as embodied by its 
call for countries to build a commu
nity with a shared future for 
humanity. The realization of this 
vision depends on concrete actions 
as well as a sound international 
environment

ing 20,133 yuan. Furthermore, the 
income gap between urban and 
rural areas has been gradually nar
rowed.

Based on these remarkable 
achievements, China is widely 
regarded as an example of success
ful development. Its rich agricul
tural knowledge and practices are 
viewed as a useful reference for the 
developing world, particularly for 
other developing countries facing 
similar economic and environ
mental constraints.

For example, smallholder farm
ers in rural areas have universally 
been at a major disadvantage in 
accessing modem value chains, 
because of lower sales volumes, 
difficulties to reach markets and 
inability to meet the standards of 
many high-value commodities. To 
tackle this issue, the Chinese gov
ernment piloted and promoted 
various mechanisms and 
approaches to integrate small- 
scale producers into modem agri
cultural industries. Among the 
successful ones, the “digital agri
business” and “Internet +” projects 
drastically expand the market of 
smallholder productions beyond 
rural areas; and e-commerce 
direct procurement and e-com- 
merce live broadcast directly con
nect producers with consumers by 
increasing visibility and accessibil
ity, which also reduces transaction 

Editor’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. 
Enhanced dialogue between scholars from China and overseas is needed to build
mutual understanding on many problems the worldfaces. For this purpose, the China 
Watch Institute of China Daily and the National. Institute for Global Strategy, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, jointly present this special column: The Global Strategy 
Dialogue, in which experts from China and abroad will offer insightfid views, analy
sis and fresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

The author is a member of the Chi
nese Academy of Social Sciences 
and dean of the Institute of Interna
tional Studies of Shandong Univer
sity. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
ChinaDaily.

The author is head of South-South 
and Triangular Cooperation and 
Global Engagement Unit and spe
cial adviser to the president of 
International Fund for Agricul
tural. Development. The author 
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
ChinaDaily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

chain in Congo and Tanzania; 
enhanced the food and nutrition 
security of communities in Ghana 
and Nigeria through the develop
ment of cage aquaculture; and 
promoted climate-resilient value 
chains in the Mekong region. 

Despite the opportunities 
offered by investing in agriculture 
and in smallholders to tackle 
on-going and emerging global 
challenges, there has been a signif
icant shortage of global invest
ments for this sector. Although the 
international community has 
pledged to end hunger by 2030, 
support from the donor countries 
for agriculture has been stagnant 
at just 4 percent of total Official 
Development Assistance for at 
least two decades. This situation is 
mirrored to a more severe extent 
in our food systems and rural live
lihoods, as poverty and hunger 
have increased since 2019, revers
ing a long downward trend. 

Smallholder farmers are on the 
frontlines of compounding hard
ships, including poverty, food inse
curity and malnutrition, climate 
change, COVID-19, biodiversity 
loss, environmental degradation 
and social exclusion. The current 
global food crisis underscores the 
urgent need to transform local 
food systems and rural livelihoods. 
To this end, the international com
munity must unite and mobilize 
the needed resources to effectively 
promote agricultural develop
ment, building on the success sto
ries that can inspire and accelerate 
the achievement of a world with
out hunger and poverty. It is esti
mated that by 2030, with the right 
policies and investments, agricul
ture could unlock an extra $2 tril
lion in rural growth. IFAD, as the 
only international financial insti
tution and the United Nations spe
cialized agency with a dedicated 
mandate on transforming rural 
economies and food systems, will 
continue its close collaboration 
with development partners locally 
and globally to unlock the poten
tial of smallholder formers and 
leave no one behind.

, A

Er

he end of World War II 
ushered in a new era, and 
saw the establishment of a 
new international order.

On Jan 1,1942, representatives of
26 countries signed the Declaration 
by the United Nations, and three 
years later, the UN was established. 
It marked the formation of an inter
national system with the UN as its 
core. In the following decades, 

nearly all sover
eign countries 
in the world 
have been 
included in the 
new global sys
tem, and die 
UN Charter has 
become the cor

nerstone of contemporary interna
tional relations.

However, the UN-centered inter
national system faces many con
straints in fulfilling its mission to 
preserve peace. The shift in the 
global balance of power is the 
major factor shaping the global 
order. The early decades of the UN 
saw the Cold War between the Sovi
et Union and the United States, and 
after the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union, the US became the sole 
superpower. The US, along with 
other Western countries, has been 
playing a dominant role in estab
lishing international organizations 
and rules. That’s why the Western 
countries have repeatedly asked 
other nations to obey the current 
international rules. 

Today, the dominance of the 
US-led West is waning as the 
strength of the rest of the world is 
growing. In the coming decades, the 
strength of the Global South will 
grow fester than that of the Western 
states. China, as the world’s largest 
developing country, and other devel
oping nations, such as India and 
Indonesia, will also join the ranks of 
the world’s largest economies. 

The international system should 
be reformed in response to the 
changes in the global landscape. 
Today, the reform is aimed at cur
tailing the dominance of Western 
countries in international relations 
and global rules, and increasing the 
say and influence of other nations 
in the international system. The 
US-led West is reluctant to accept, if 
not resistant to, the reforms, and 
they are bent on preserving their 
current status.

The West remains vigilant 
against rising powers, and takes all 
measures to contain the growth of 
countries they view as competitors 
and adversaries. It is out of their 
fear that Beijing seeks to change the 
current international system and 

mallholder farmers, deliv
ering one-third of food con
sumed globally, have a 
particularly important role

to play in local food systems and in 
ending rural poverty and hunger 
as well as improving nutrition in 
developing countries, where food 
insecurity is most acute.

China is 
characterized 
as a large coun
try with 
numerous 
smallholder 
farmers. 
According to 
data from Chi

na’s third agricultural census con
ducted in 2020, smallholder 
farmers account for 90 percent of 
the agricultural workforce and cul
tivate over 70 percent of arable 
land in China. Given their impor
tance, smallholders are the corner
stone of the people-centered 
approach of the Chinese govern
ment in solving the “agriculture, 
rural areas and formers” (three 
rural) issues, which led to the erad
ication of extreme poverty in 2020 
and the rapid social-economic 
growth in the past 40 years. 

Investing in agriculture and 
small-scale producers has proved 
to be one of the most effective 
means for transforming rural live
lihoods and creating demands for 
investment and consumption. It 
increases production, stimulates 
private partnerships and contrib
utes to higher incomes, ultimately 
providing strong support for sta
ble growth and employment This 
has long been recognized by the 
Chinese government, as proved by 
its prioritizing the “three rural” 
issues on the agenda of the “No. 1 
Central Document” for 20 consec
utive years since 2004.

This year’s document reempha
sizes the government’s commit
ment to giving top priority to the 
development of agricultural and 
rural areas, in the attainment of 
food security and shared prosperi
ty.

Over the past decades, the Chi
nese government has made signifi
cant efforts and gained extensive 
experience toward attaining these 
goals. The results have been 
impressive, with Chinese farmers 
experiencing rapid income growth 
in recent years. For instance, in 
2019, farmers’ income had dou
bled the 2010 figure, and in 2022 
the per capita disposable income 
of farmers surpassed 20,000 yuan 
($2,898) for the first time, reach-

China is pushing for reform of the current 
international system, not the building of a new one
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The current global food crisis underscores the urgent need 
to transform local food systems and rural livelihoods
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costs.
These innovative solutions and 

practices focusing on small-scale 
producers can be readily adapted, 
technologically and economically, 
to other developing contexts to 
transform their agriculture sec
tors, rural economies and local 
food systems. As such, China has 
partnered with the International 
Fund for Agricultural Develop
ment to promote South-South and 
Triangular Cooperation in support 
of shared prosperity. This collabo
ration led to the establishment of 
the China-IFAD SSTC Facility in
2018, with a contribution of $10 
million from the Chinese govern
ment to facilitate the exchange of 
best practices, proven technologies 
and conducive policies among 
developing countries. 

Since its establishment, the 
Facility has impacted over 50,000 
smallholder farmers through a 
variety of initiatives. It has contrib
uted, among others, to the adop
tion of drip and solar irrigation 
systems to address climate change 
in Ethiopia and Rwanda; 
improved the productive capacity 
of farmers in the cassava value
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Wang Junzi, inheritor of 
Ru porcelain making

Contact the writer at
yangfeiyue @chinadaily. com.cn

1

400 types of raw materials, making a 
record of each of the thousands of fir
ing sessions and setbacks, eventually 
overcoming various challenges, such 
as combining the sky blue glaze with 
the porcelain body in 2000.

Wang still remembers his excite
ment on seeing his first successful 
work, a meter-long, azure-glazed 
implement for rinsing brashes. 

“It was like seeing my newborn 
son,” he says.

helped with their work. 
“In my childhood, children in the 

village used to dig into the ground in 
search of porcelain shards for fun,” 
Wang says, adding that he took 
some home in the 1970s.

He would carefully listen to what 
the experts said about these pre
cious artifacts and study their char
acteristics. He would also pick up 
discarded items, such as agate beads 
and cow bones. He wouldn’t even 
miss the seemingly ordinary clays 
from the archaeological site.

“I tried to sift through them and 
figure out their relationship with 
porcelain wares, such as how they 
influenced their glaze color,” he says. 

After the first archaeological team 
left, Wang stayed behind and kept 
going around the neighborhood. 
That was when he realized a part of 
him had left with the team.

The excavated porcelain and 
experts’ explanations fueled his 
curiosity toward Ru porcelain 
wares, a treasure in his veiy own 
neighborhood. He was motivated to 
come up with an ambitious plan: 
creating porcelain items that shine 
with the same stunning color as 
their ancient predecessors.

In 1987, Wang began learning the 
art of porcelain-making from expe
rienced artisans at the county’s pur
ple clay factory. He started with 
material selection and went on to 
study kneading, shaping, glazing 
and firing skills, which laid a solid 
foundation for his craftsmanship 
before he got started on learning to 
make Ru porcelain.

“I believed that since the Ru por
celain kiln site sits at Qingliangsi, 
most of the raw materials must be 
nearby," he says. “So, I rode my 
motorcycle, with plenty of food 
packed, to search everywhere, and I 
traveled across mountains in a radi
us of about 200 kilometers.”

Wang climbed the mountains to 
collect the materials, even injuring 
his waist and legs in the process. The 
raw materials for firing Ru porce
lain, including gangue and glaze, 
were all sourced from these trips to 
the local mountains.

He then carried miscellaneous 
specimens to research facilities in 
Zhengzhou, capital of Henan prov
ince, and Beijing for analysis. From 
the data, Wang started to sort out 
possible methods for creating the 
special glazed porcelain.

After collecting enough informa
tion, Wang started to try his hand in 
firing Ru porcelain in his home
built kiln in 1998.

He experimented with more than

Top: Wang Junzi explains the essence of Ru porcelain making to Song Zhaobing, one of his disciples, at his workshop in Qingliangsi village, Henan province. Above left: Wang 
etches his signature on the bottom of his work. Above right: Wang polishes a bull-shaped work with a brush before applying glaze. Center from top: Wine vessels and a lotus 
flower-shaped bowl, photos provided to china daily

Qingliangsi, has evolved into a Ru 
porcelain master and runs his own 
porcelain company, under Wang 
Junzi’s guidance.

“He helped me to work out the 
glaze shrinking problems that had 
persisted in my firing of the tradi
tional narcissus-shaped pot,” Shang 
says.

Wang Junzi was named an inher
itor of national intangible cultural 
heritage for his skill in firing Ru por
celain by the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism in 2018.

The title has granted him a 
strong sense of obligation to pass 
Ru porcelain craftsmanship onto 
more people.

He has provided his decades of 
trial-firing data from Ru kilns to var
ious scientific research departments 
and wrote a book on them. He lias 
also summarized a catchy rhyme 
that reflects the characteristics of 
Ru kilns in layman’s terms, which 
has enabled more people to appreci
ate the charm and culture behind 
this ancient porcelain.

In addition, Wang Junzi has also 
held cultural exchange activities 
with primary and middle schools, 
arranging for students to visit his 
facility to observe the production 
process.

Under his leadership, more than 
100 households in die village are 
now firing porcelain.

When asked if he worried about 
potential competition, Wang Junzi 
says the more people who make it, 
the better.

“It would be good for the overall 
development of Ru porcelain,” he 
says.

Wang Junzi has also called for 
orderly and legal clay digging to pro
tect raw materials.

Local authorities have put a pre
mium on Ru porcelain development 
in recent years.

Baofeng county has earmarked 10 
million yuan ($1.44 million) every 
year as a porcelain industry devel
opment fund and invested more 
than 1.5 million yuan improving 
conditions at 40 porcelain inherit
ance sites.

“With the increasing support 
from the government and rising 
public appreciation, now it is the 
best time for the development of Ru 
porcelain,” Wang Junzi says.

“I will keep carrying on the Ru 
porcelain technique and strive to 
help the porcelain industry in Bao
feng get bigger and stronger.”

Inheriting a legacy
Wang was on the scene when the 

big ancient kiln site was unearthed 
and was stunned by the large quan
tity of porcelain shards. “Most of 
them had an azure glaze,” he recalls. 

Driven by his fascination with 
porcelain, he viewed the archaeolo
gists as teachers and voluntarily 

Student becomes teacher 
The initial success impelled Wang 

to make his work more delicate, and 
it began to verge on that created by 
ancient craftsmen.

He went on to explore approaches 
to restoring other glaze colors, such 
as bluish white and pinkish blue.

In recent years, Wang has deliv
ered Ru porcelain works in more 
than 50 classic forms, including 
string-patterned zun (vessels) and 
narcissus-shaped pots, as well as 
more than 70 novel wares in the 
shape of auspicious items and ani
mals, such as the dragon turtle.

His works have made their way to 
various exhibitions at home and 
abroad, such as the Chinese tradi
tional craft invitational exhibition 
held by the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism and the Shanghai govern
ment last year.

It didn’t take long before his prod
ucts were being sought after.

“I didn’t think of making a busi
ness out of it at the beginning. It was 
just out of pure interest,” he says, 
adding that the positive market 
feedback and recognition from peo
ple in the industry have given him 
motivation to carry on.

The increased business has 
allowed Wang to take on apprentices 
since 2002. He established a Ru por
celain research institute and an 
industry association in the village in 
2005 to boost research and standard
ize inheritance of the ancient craft.

His three sons are also engaged in 
various porcelain businesses under 
his influence.

“My father was obsessed with Ru 
porcelain firing and he asked us to 
help when he conducted experi
ments almost every day,” his eldest 
son Wang Xiaolei says.

“It was annoying at first, but grad
ually we saw the beauty of the craft 
as he pushed us to immerse our
selves in the field,” he adds.

Many of Wang Junzi’s apprentices 
now have their own kilns and are 
engaging in Ru porcelain produc
tion.

Shang Liuqun, a villager from

I believed that... 
most of the raw 
materials must 
be nearby. So, I 

rode my 
motorcycle, with 

plenty of food 
packed, to search 
everywhere, and I 
traveled across 
mountains in a 
radius of about 
200 kilometers.”

XI’AN — While rice and wheat 
are the two most commonly con
sumed cereal grains worldwide, 
a study covering more than 
100,000 people in Northwest 
China has revealed that choosing 
rice as a staple food may result in 
a lower risk of obesity.

Researchers from Xi’an Jiao
tong University collected data 
from participants aged 35 to 74 
who are residents of five north
western provincial-level regions 
— Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai prov
inces, tiie Ningxia Hui autono
mous region and Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region.

The participants responded to 
questionnaires via face-to-face 
interviews, providing informa
tion about their medical history 
and lifestyle, such as alcohol con
sumption, smoking, dietary sta
tus and physical activity.

The researchers divided the 
participants into three groups 
according to their weekly rice 
and wheat intake. The first 
group eats rice as their staple 
food, consuming it either daily 
or four to six times per week, 
while consuming wheat less 
than four to six times per week. 
The second group’s staple food is 
wheat, and the third group con
sumes both rice and wheat as 
their staple food, with similar 
frequency.

The results show that rice 
preference may be associated 
with a lower risk of certain obe
sity types in the population of 
Northwest China. Higher wheat 
intake was associated with high
er risks of excessive body fat and 
central obesity (stomach fat) in 
men and central obesity in 
women, according to the study 
findings published in the jour
nal Nutrients.

When wheat lovers changed 
their staple food to rice five 
times per week, the participants 
showed a 36.5 percent lower risk 
of normal-weight obesity in men 
and a 20.5 percent lower risk of 
normal-weight central obesity 
in women. Normal-weight obe
sity refers to people with normal 
body weight but a high body' fat 
percentage.

According to the researchers, 
previous animal studies show 
that wheat gluten, a kind of pro
tein, promoted weight gain by 
reducing heat production and 
energy expenditure, while rice 
protein shows the potential for 
anti-obesity and triglyceride- 
lowering effects.

Moreover, wheat flour 
absorbs less water than rice 
when cooked, partly resulting in 
a higher energy density of wheat 
than rice. According to the sixth 
edition (2020) of the Chinese 
Food Composition Table, the 
energy content of noodles or 
steamed bread is twice or three 
times that of cooked rice of the 
same weight.

Meanwhile, rice-based dieta
ry patterns often have more 
fresh vegetables, legumes, meat 
and fish servings. People with 
wheat preference in Northwest 
China tend to eat large bowls of 
noodles with fewer vegetables 
or less meat, and sometimes 
even with a large amount of oil. 
For instance, the gist of “hot oil 
noodles” in Shaanxi province is 
pouring a couple of tablespoons 
of hot oil over a bowl of chewy 
noodles seasoned with salt, raw 
garlic and chili flakes.

The researchers concluded 
that compared with a prefer
ence for wheat, a preference for 
rice, or changing from wheat to 
rice, could be associated with 
lower risks of overall and 
abdominal fat accumulation, 
especially for individuals with 
normal weight.

They also noted that given the 
vast territory and diverse ethnic 
groups present in Northwest 
China, further studies may be 
necessary to fully understand 
the regional specificity and 
potential underlying reasons for 
the observed links.

After much 
trial and error, 
a Ru porcelain 

producer sees his 
determination 
pay dividends,
YangFeiyue 

reports.

ang Junzi just 
returned a few days 
ago from a porcelain 
exchange meeting in

Japan. “I shared our Ru porcelain 
culture with artists from abroad 
and also got a better look at what 
has recently been going on with 
porcelain development,” says Wang, 
who is from Qingliangsi village, 
Baofeng county, Pingdingshan city, 
Central China’s Henan province.

He believes that these exchanges 
will help Ru porcelain thrive. Ru is 
one of the top five porcelains in 
China. It gets its name from the 
location in which it has been made: 
Ruzhou in Henan.

As life has returned to normal aft
er the pandemic policy was relaxed, 
so has Wang’s trade.

“I receive thousands of orders for 
Ru porcelain now,” Wang says.

The man, who is in his 60s, 
spends most of his time around the 
kiln and is teaching his disciples to 
grasp the finesse required to pro
duce impeccable porcelain works so 
they can carry forward the Ru por
celain firing craft, which was listed a 
national intangible cultural heri
tage by the State Council in 2011. 

The Ru porcelain ware was first 
produced for the Song Dynasty (960- 
1279) imperial court for a brief period 
around 1100 and features a distinc
tive pale blue glaze. It can be found in 
dishes, small vases and incense burn
ers, among other goods.

Fewer than 100 complete original 
pieces have been found intact.

In the 1950s, archaeologists dis
covered a kiln site in Qingliangsi. 
Shards resembling Ru ware were 
found there in 1977.

In 1986, porcelain experts from 
the Shanghai Museum conducted 
two surveys on the site. They collect
ed more than 40 porcelain speci
mens and kiln items and confirmed 
Qingliangsi as home to official Ru 
porcelain kilns.

This led to extensive investiga
tions at Qingliangsi between 1987 
and 2002 by the Henan Provincial 
Institute of Cultural Heritage and 
Archaeology, revealing a complex of 
workshops that still contained the 
remnants of production.
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A growing trend in urban farming
Eager for a quick escape from hectic city life, more and more people are picking up hoes and shovels

to grow their own vegetables in the countryside, He Qi reports.
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Musical festival showing foreign, Chinese productions
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By ZHANG KUN in Shanghai 

zhangkun@chinadailyaom.cn

their replies to questions form part 
of the play.

With no stage or light, the experi
ence is a “message of imagination 
and aromatherapy, and deconstruc
tion of theater1!

Weng says the pandemic made 
theater producers in China turn to 
small-scale shows for better control 
of the risk against investment.

Tang says he has noticed small 
immersive theater productions 
sprouting around Shanghai.

Another actor featured in the two 
shows is Xu Rui, who is also a thea-

Both shows were adapted into 
Chinese and produced by Shang
hai-based Tempest Projects and 
Fairchild Theater Production.

Weng Shihui, producer of the Chi
nese shows, says A Game of You is a 
“30-minute participatory experi
ence blending theater and game” 
and “a psychological game of 
manipulation, ego, judgment and 
self-conscience” while during The 
Smile off Your Face, members of the 
audience are blindfolded and taken 
individually to a room after being 
put in a wheelchair. In the room,

ter director. She says the perform
ance brought her unprecedentedly 
close to the audience and allowed 
her to observe their response to her 
every move.

“This experience has helped me to 
break away from my preconceived 
ideas about theater, and gave me 
confidence that audiences in China 
are ready formore cutting-edge con
temporary theater experiences. We, 
theater workers, should be better 
prepared,” she says.

The venue plans to present thou
sands of shows of A Game of You and

Shanghai Culture Square theater 
announced the launch of a new 
musical center and its first foreign 
musical production in three years at 
the opening of this year’s Shanghai 
International Musical Festival on 
Monday.

Fei Yuanhong, deputy general 
manager of the theater, says French 
musical Romeo and Juliet by Gerard 
Presgurvic will be shown at Shang
hai Culture Square in May. Now 
that China’s communication with 
the international musical theater 
sector has resumed, the Shanghai 
theater has pledged to present 
major foreign shows without com
promising its support for original 
Chinese productions.

Located at Gate No 4 of Shanghai 
Culture Square, the new musical 
center is an underground area of the 
theater, with refurbished offices, 
rehearsal rooms, a recording studio 
and conference halls.

Zhang Jie, general manager of the 
theater, says the center will be “an 
incubation and creative center, a 
performance venue for experimental 
productions, an information center 
about musicals and a place for musi
cal and theater lovers to meet up”

The gate used to be the backstage 
door of the theater where fens would

plots, and the rest is made up of a 
picking garden for strawberries and 
seasonal vegetables.

Members work on the sowing, fer
tilizing and harvesting themselves, 
but Li provides shovels and other 
common tools, water and irrigation 
equipment. Rental rates range from 
1,500 to 5,000 yuan per year. The 
farm currently has more than 100 
members.

Confident that the farming trend 
will only pick up, Chen is now plan
ning to open four more forms in 
Shanghai this year. The farms, he 
adds, will be located only about 30 
minutes from the city center. 

“When I was working at State- 
owned enterprises, my colleagues, 
friends and relatives would always 
discuss food quality and talk about 
how much they like organic pro
duce. More people are paying atten
tion to their health after the COVID- 
19 pandemic,” says Chen.

‘This has in part made farming 
popular because people can see for 
themselves where their vegetables 
come from and be assured of the 
quality”
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by the farm’s 14 workers. 
The watering of plants and pro

fessional farming guidance is pro
vided for both options.

Chen notes that many of his cus
tomers are parents who rent plots 
primarily to teach their kids about 
science and nature and how farm
ing works.

At present, 30 to 40 percent of 
Chen’s farm area is used as a shared 
vegetable garden, while about 40 
percent is a public area for picking 
fruit and vegetables. The remainder 
is used to host leisure activities.

Business has been relatively brisk. 
Chen says nearly 80 percent of the 
shared vegetable gardens have been 
leased to customers.

To facilitate interactions between 
customers, Chen has made sure that 
the farming plots are located near 
one another.

“This way, forming enthusiasts 
can share not just their experience 
with like-minded peers but their 
crops, too,” says Chen.

Another farming community in 
Minhang was set up by Li Xiaoqing 
in August. Located in Xujing village, 
this form spans about 6.9 hectares, 
of which 3.33 hectares of farmland 
is reserved for shared vegetable

wait for performers to emerge after 
shows to request autographs.

‘We hope after the opening of the 
new center this backstage-door 
experience will be reserved for 
musical lovers,” says Tang Yuze, a 
musical lover, and one of the actors 
for the first two innnersive theater 
productions presented in the new 
space since Saturday.

The Smile off Your Face and A 
Game of You are one-on-one theater 
experiences produced by Ghent
based theater collective Ontroer- 
end Goed from Belgium.

____

hanghai is known as a highly 
urbanized megacity that is 
home to futuristic skyscrap
ers, but behind this modern

facade lies a growing movement 
that hearkens back to its past

In recent years, shared vegetable 
plots have been sprouting in the 
city’s suburban districts of Min
hang, Baoshan and Qingpu as more 
white-collar workers turn to farm
ing to unwind and escape the pres
sures of city life.

Among these individuals is Yang 
Rui, who, on weekends, drives his 
family from their home in down
town Shanghai to the All-Happy 
City, a shared ecological farm in 
Minhang, where he has rented a 
20-square-meter vegetable plot for 
1,600 yuan ($233.6) per year.

The family tends radish, lettuce 
and other vegetables they have 
planted.

When they aren’t around during 
the week, professionals take over 
the reins and perform whatever 
chores are needed.

This farm has about 200 mem
bers, some of whom even rear chick
ens and ducks that roam in the 
fields.

Founded by Chen Yougui in Octo-

The Smile off Your Face in the com
ing four months, Weng says.

This is the fifth year that the thea
ter is hosting the annual musical 
festival since the Show Life project, 
initiated by the city’s Huangpu dis
trict’s government, which started to 
sponsor the festival in 2018, Zhang 
says.

This year, the festival consists of 
six Chinese musicals showing at the 
venue’s main theater from February 
to May. Among diem is a musical 
rendering of Hamlet in Chinese by 
Shanghai-based director Xu Jun.

One popular event at the festival 
is the musical singing competition 
that has been held since 2019. More 
than 1,900 people in China partici
pated in the competition for the past 
two sessions, and 22 award-winners 
have turned into professional musi
cal performers.

In May, an international forum on 
musical theater will be held as the 
closing event of the festival. During 
the forum, industry insiders will dis
cuss the rebooting of the market 
and further international communi
cation.

Last year, the Shanghai Culture 
Square presented 115 shows in its 
main theater, 74 percent of which 
were musical theater productions. It 
also held 94 shows for six of its own 
productions in 14 Chinese cities, 
Zhang says.
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ber, the shared farm spans about 
13.33 hectares and comes with 
shared vegetable plots, barbecue 
pits and leisure areas.

The rental fees of farming plots 
can range from 199 yuan for a 
5-square-meter plot for six months 
to more than 10,000 yuan, depend
ing on the size and sendees provided. 

According to Chen, the monitor
ing system covering the entire farm
land allows members to view their 
vegetables and fields remotely 
through their phones.

Members can also arrange for the 
farm manager to send the ripe fruit 
and vegetables to their homes. At 
present, more than 50 types of vege
tables and fruits are planted at the 
form.

The form also leverages technolo
gy to ensure that the chickens and 
ducks reared by customers don’t go 
missing or end up in someone else’s 
plot — each animal comes with its 
own QR code.

Those looking to be fully involved 
in the growing of their crops — 
mostly from the older generations — 
can choose the self-planting pack
age, while young customers, like 
Yang, usually opt for the package 
that comes with additional services

Old
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Shared vegetable plots have been sprouting in Shanghai’s suburbs as more city dwellers, including white-collar workers and students, turn to farming to interact with nature. At one
project consumers make a financial investment directly to the farm in exchange for a share of the harvest, photos provided to china daily
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Managers and guest of the Shanghai Culture Square announce the launch of a new musical center and its first foreign musical production
in three years at the opening of this year's Shanghai International Musical Festival on Monday, photos provided to china daily
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Chinese parents find support in sharing Rett syndrome experiences
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derful experience to be able to 
understand different things about 
myself, about who I am in my past, 
and why I think in a certain way. 
And it certainly helped me get 
through this film.”

Known for his versatile suite of 
talents, both onstage and on the sil
ver screen, with iconic roles such as 
Peter Allen in the Broadway musi
cal 77ze Boy from Oz, and Wolverine 
in the popular X-Men and Wolver
ine movies, Jackman has estab
lished himself as one of the world’s 
top actors.

It may come as a surprise that he 
volunteered to play the role in this 
drama. As per the production notes 
provided by Sony Pictures, Zeller 
recalls receiving a self-recommen
dation letter from Jackman while 
the director was writing the script 
for The Son.

“He (Jackman) wanted to con

around the world. In recent years, 
China has increased investment in 
medicine and health.

There are now more than 4,800 
prenatal screening institutions and 
some 500 prenatal diagnostic insti
tutions nationwide. Authorities are 
also making efforts by cutting value- 
added tax on imports and domestic 
production of drugs to treat rare dis
eases and illnesses, and increasing 
the number of such treatments 
included in China’s medical insur
ance catalog.

Thanks to a State bulk-procure
ment program, which stalled on Jan 
1, 2022, the price of a single jab of 
Nusinersen, a medicine used to treat 
spinal muscular atrophy, a rare neu
romuscular disorder, fell from 
700,000 yuan to 33,000 yuan in Chi
na, while the national health insur
ance will cover many such expenses. 

“This news has given us great con
fidence. Now, Zhizhi can also receive 
living and rehabilitation subsidies 
from the government. I have faith 
that we wall overcome all the obsta
cles we fece,” Tang says.

who has been married to his wife 
for 27 years, Jackman has put a 
great deal of effort into researching 
and preparing to accurately portray 
the character, who is vastly differ
ent from himself.

“My brother is a lawyer. I was 
originally enrolled in law school 
before I went into acting, so I have 
always been interested in it, but I 
knew that a New York lawyer is a 
different type of thing. So, I man
aged to get in touch with a lawyer in 
New York,” he recalls.

Explaining that he was “gener
ously allowed to sit in the corner” of 
the attorney’s office and observe 
him work, Jackman recalls that he 
had asked a lot of questions and 
read some books, in order to help 
him gain a more profound under
standing of the “pressure, excite
ment and adrenaline” involved in 
such a demanding job.

requests either from media organi
zations or college researchers.

Wang Nan is mother to 4-year-old 
twins, both of whom were diag
nosed with Rett syndrome when 
they were 15 months old. Like Zhi
zhi, they are also receiving rehabili
tation training.

“Now, the rehabilitation cost of

Tang Dafeng began livestreaming 
on Douyin, the Chinese version of 
TikTok, at 10 pm, saying hello to the 
audience and introducing the story 
of her 3-year-old daughter, who two 
years ago was diagnosed with Rett 
syndrome, a rare disease that many 
people have never heard of.

On Douyin, many mothers of 
daughters with Rett syndrome like 
Tang are sharing stories of their kids 
fighting the disease, and, as a result, 
more helping hands are being 
extended to families in need.

Rett syndrome is a rare genetic 
neurological and developmental 
disorder that affects the way the 
brain develops. It particularly 
affects speech, purposeful hand use, 
and coordination, leaving individu
als understanding more than they 
can communicate.

Caused by a gene mutation, this 
disorder is first recognized in infan
cy and occurs primarily in girls. 
According to statistics, one in every 
10,000 to 15,000 girls is born with 
this syndrome.

Austrian medic Andreas Rett 
originally described the syndrome 
in 1966. The first case in China was

wouldn’t live long. I was left trem
bling,” Tang recalls.

On March 9, 2021, Tang came to 
Bao’s clinic with 18-month-old Zhi
zhi, and reserved a genetic test for 
her. About a month later, Tang 
received the result of the report, 
which finally confirmed that Zhizhi 
had Rett syndrome.

After Zhizhi initially showed 
symptoms of Rett syndrome, Tang 
quit her job in Beijing and the whole 
family moved to Cangzhou, a city in 
North China’s Hebei province, also 
the hometown of Tang’s husband.

Tang says it was hard for her to 
make the transition from office 
worker to a stay-at-home mother, let 
alone the mother of a child with spe
cial needs.

In May 2021, Tang established an 
account on Xiaohongshu, China’s 
lifestyle-focused social media plat
form, to share her knowledge about 
Rett syndrome and details of her 
daughter’s daily rehabilitation 
training. She has also been con
stantly answering questions for 
those parents who suspect their 
kids might have such a syndrome, 
and she readily accepts interview

vince me that the part was for him. I 
was really surprised and touched by 
his humility and his honesty. I felt 
very strongly that he would be 
extraordinary in this part — he was 
already so connected with the emo
tions that I wanted to explore,” says 
Zeller in the production notes.

Jackman recalls that, around 6 
years ago, he almost performed one 
of Zeller’s plays, but it didn’t happen 
because of a scheduling conflict.

He says he was drawn to the 
project after watching Zeller’s 
award-winning movie The Father 
and reading the tale of The Son. 
“When I read The Son, I thought it 
was brilliant. The movie takes you 
inside the experience of someone 
suffering from depression,” Jack
man says, adding that he feels a 
sense of empathy and connection to 
the themes being portrayed.

As a devoted father and husband

s China’s movie industry 
rapidly recovers, Holly
wood’s biggest stars are 
.also returning to domestic 

two children is 80,000 to 100,000 
yuan ($11,500-14,400) a year,” says 
Wang, adding that, in China, there is 
no rehabilitation institution that is 
exclusively set up for children with 
Rett syndrome yet, and this means 
her twins are receiving treatment 
together with people diagnosed 
with autism.

Currently, there are no drugs on 
the market globally to treat Rett 
syndrome. However, families like 
the Tangs and the Wangs are not 
simply waiting. Instead, they persist 
in communicating on social media, 
sharing information about this rare 
syndrome with the public.

“I used to worry that people 
would discriminate against nty chil
dren, but now I don’t. I truly feel the 
value of my daughter as a child with 
a rare disease and our value as par
ents of a child like Zhizhi,” says 
Tang. In her view, “it is most urgent 
for patients with Rett syndrome to 
be noticed and understood by the 
public.”

Rare diseases can be hard to diag
nose and treatment can be difficult, 
and this is a major public health 
problem commonly faced by people

Interestingly, Jackman says that 
his special “internship” went unno
ticed as it took place during die pan
demic, and he wasn’t easily 
recognized.

He was able to blend in and 
observe without being noticed 
because the office was not as busy as 
usual, and a lot of meetings were 
held online. The experience allowed 
the veteran actor to delve into the 
lawyer’s intense work routine, 
which often required him to work 
80 to 90 hours per week, a career 
schedule he has maintained for 
around 30 years.

In the movie, the eponymous lead 
character, Nicholas, who couldn’t 
escape his childhood trauma result
ing from his parents’ separation, 
struggles with severe depression, 
and hides a knife in his bedroom, 
believing that self-harm can allevi
ate his pain. The situation takes a 
turn for the worse when his parents 
ignore a doctor’s advice to keep him 
in the hospital.

Speaking about the impact of 
depression, Jackman expresses his 
hope that the film will spark conver
sations around mental health and 
encourage more people to care for 
the well-being of young individuals. 

Now, with the movie being 
released across Chinese mainland 
theaters, the 54-year-old actor’s wish 
to get that message to more parents 
lias been realized to some extent

Li Songwei, a psychological con
sultant from Peking University, 
states on his Sina Weibo account 
that he heard sobs and sighs during 
a screening where most of the audi
ence consisted of parents.

“Based on my years of experience 
in providing family counseling and 
working with troubled teenagers 
and their parents, I feel that this 
movie is quite accurate in terms of 
its realism,” says Li.

“Jackman’s portrayal of the 
father is very relatable. The middle- 
aged man constantly tries to solve 
problems with a ‘correct’ attitude. 
That’s why most Chinese viewers 
can empathize with the character. 
You can feel how difficult it is for a 
middle-aged person — he is really 
trying to be a good father, but at the 
same time you can fully under
stand the son’s perspective and feel 
that his real needs are not being 
seen,” concludes Li, suggesting par
ents spend more time with their 
children.

“Even from professionals, there 
are a lot of unanswered questions. 
There is so much shame, ignorance, 
guilt and secrecy around it (mental 
health). But as it says in the movie, 
love isn’t enough,” says Jackman.

screens.
They rarely come bigger than 

Hugh Jackman. The Australian actor 
has a huge fan base in the country, 
and has been appearing on thou
sands of screens affiliated with the 
Nationwide Alliance of Art-house 
Cinemas, China’s largest network 
specializing in artistic movies, in his 
latest film The Son, since Feb 24.

The film marks the latest and sec
ond installment of French director 
Florian Zeller’s trilogy that explores 
family issues in depth. The fran
chise’s first movie, The Father, won 
the best actor and best adapted 
screenplay awards from six nomina
tions at the 93 rd Academy Awards 
in 2021.

A heartfelt story touching on mul
tiple facets, ranging from coping 
with mental health issues to family 
ties and proper parenting, The Son, 
adapted from Zeller’s namesake 
play — which premiered in Paris in 
2018 and was staged in London the 
following year — revolves around a 
struggling son and a weary father. 

In the tale, Jackman plays Peter 
Miller, a busy and successful New 
York attorney who has a chance to 
join a senator’s presidential selec
tion team. However, when he dis
covers that his 17-year-old son, 
Nicholas, is struggling with depres
sion and has been skipping school 
and self-harming, he decides to pri
oritize his son’s well-being above his 
career ambitions.

Despite living with his second 
wife and their newborn son, Miller 
arranges for Nicholas to move in 
with him at his apartment, hoping 
to provide a stable and supportive 
enviromnent for the boy. However, 
even as they share some sweet fami
ly moments, the situation spirals 
out of control.

The stellar cast also stars actress 
Laura Dern as the ex-wife, Vanessa 
Kirby as the second wife, and veter
an Anthony Hopkins as Miller’s 
father.

For most audience members, the 
film serves as a poignant reminder 
of the dangers of acute depression 
and the importance of raising pub
lic awareness.

During the filming of The Son, 
Jackman also started seeing a ther
apist, partly due to the film’s heavy 
subject matter, combined with the 
stress of returning to work after 
pandemic lockdowns and the pass
ing of his father in September 2021. 

Recalling that he started to visit 
the clinic around 18 months ago, 
Jackman says in an online inter
view with China Daily: “It has really 
helped. For me, it has been a won-

reported by Peking University First 
Hospital in 1988.

“My doctoral supervisor Wu Xiru 
was the first to diagnose this disease 
in China. In 1991,1 became a clinical 
doctoral student under the gui
dance of Professor Wu and began to 
do research on Rett syndrome,” says 
Bao Xinhua, an expert in pediatric 
neurology at Peking University First 
Hospital.

Bao says that, on average, she 
diagnoses about five Rett syndrome 
cases monthly. “These children had 
usually been diagnosed with brain 
dysplasia and autism before,” says 
Bao.

Tang’s daughter Zhizhi is one of 
Bao’s patients.

At the beginning of 2021, after dis
covering that her daughter showed 
signs of autism, as well as degrada
tion in hand function and language, 
Tang arranged all kinds of examina
tions at a hospital in Beijing, but the 
results showed that everything was 
fine with her daughter.

“In a WeChat group for parents of 
autistic children, a father suggested 
that Zhizhi might be a ‘Rett child’, 
and added that this meant she

Top and left: A thought-provok
ing story examining the issue of 
youth depression, The Son, stars 
Hugh Jackman (top left) as a 
New York lawyer, Laura Dern 
(top center) as the character's 
ex-wife and Anthony Hopkins 
(top right) as his estranged 
father. Australian actor Zen 
McGrath (left) plays the teenage 
son struggling with depression. 
Above: The poster of the movie, 
which was released in Chinese 
mainland theaters on Feb 24. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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I truly feel the value of 
my daughter as a 
child with a rare 
disease and our value 
as parents of a child 
like Zhizhi. It is most 
urgent for patients 
with Rett syndrome to 
be noticed and 
understood by the 
public.”
Tang Dafeng, mother of a 
daughter with Rett syndrome

Hugh Jackman returns to China’s movie theaters with a heart-wrenching tale of 
family ties, parental love and emotional struggle, Xu Fan reports.

£
There is so much 
shame, ignorance, 
guilt and secrecy 
around it (mental 
health). But as it says 
in the movie, love isn’t 
enough.”
Hugh Jackman, actor
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