
Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/03/2023 6:11:05 PM

High-tech endeavor Auspicious creature

WORLD, PAGE 7BUSINESS, PAGE 8 LIFE, PAGE 15

CHINA DAILY
S«&GLOBAL EDITION WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2023

Institutional reform plan adopted
Ensuring success of two sessions key in efforts to build modern socialist country, says meeting

Opinions on draft heard

By XU WEI
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In seventh heaven
States seek to ban Chinese from owning property

r

/INN

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/03/2023 6:11:05 PM

7

L’T?’

IJ//

ri

1

The upcoming reform of the institu

tions of the Communist Party of China 
and the State will seek to tackle some 

difficult major issues of public con
cern and exert significant influence 

over socioeconomic development, 
said Xi Jinping, general secretary of the 

CPC Central Committee, on Tuesday. 

The reform will give priority to key 

sectors and areas and come up with 
targeted and strong measures that 
are wide-ranging and touch upon 

deeply vested interests, he added. 
Xi, who is also Chinese president 

and chairman of the Central Military 

Commission, made the remarks while 

presiding over a consultative meeting 
to hear opinions and inform non-CPC 

political parties, the All-China Federa

tion of Industry and Commerce and 

personages without party affiliation 

of a draft plan on the reform of Party 

and State institutions. 
Xi reiterated the need to follow the 

Chinese socialist path of political 
development, preserve the organic 

unity of Party leadership, the running 
of the country by the people and 

law-based governance, and bolster 

the work of the National People's 

Congress and the National Commit
tee of the Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference. 

He expressed his hope that the 
non-CPC political parties, the All-China 

Federation of Industry and Commerce 

and personages without party affilia

tion can extend strong support to the 
reform and ensure that the preset 
tasks of the two sessions can be com

pleted successfully.

innocuous restriction in the name of 
economic or national security can be 
the start of a slippery slope in violat
ing civil rights of our communities, 
just like we have seen before.

“It also serves as just one of the lat
est examples in a historical pattern of 
shameful anti-Asian fearmongering 
and discrimination against our com
munities,” she added.

The bill in Texas has received more 
attention since it became known 
through a tweet by Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott in mid-January.

In Georgia, a few state representa
tives in early February proposed HB 
246, which is essentially a copycat of 
the Texas SB 147. It would ban gov
ernment entities, companies and citi
zens of China, Iran, North Korea and 
Russia from purchasing land related 
to roads and highways, energy and 
other infrastructure, as well as land 
with multiple residential properties. 
If passed, it will become effective on 
Sept 1 this year.

In Virginia, identical HB 2325 and 
SB 1483, both proposed in late Janu
ary, have been passed in both legisla
tive chambers in less than a month. 

The bills, with China specifically in

who want fewer taxes and con
demn the poor.

Facts mean little in this raw, 
unadulterated and juvenile con
test to smear, since Democrats 
and Republicans alike justify US 
exceptionalism on their own 
terms. Still, perceptions matter. 

Or, should I say, the carefully 
constructed management of per
ceptions that serve vested inter
ests matter.

The balloon, the White House 
argued, was part of a larger 
Chinese surveillance balloon 
program, and this violated US 
sovereignty. The Chinese coun
tered that the US was sensa
tionalizing nothing more than a 
weather balloon.

The truth is not important to 
Washington politics, for a won
derful opportunity arose for the 
US to reclaim its global leadership 
— by shooting first, and asking 
questions later. They had to take 
the shot.

The whole fanfare of the United 
States’ twists over a Chinese civilian 
airship is just what the political 
doctor ordered.

After all, US President Joe Bid
en’s Republican detractors were 
ridiculing him for quite some 
time. His predecessor and rival 
in the 2020 presidential elec
tion, former president Donald 
Trump, as well as others are 
exploiting his incoherent ram
blings, which have provided all 
the ammunition that conserva
tives needed to have a field day. 

But, truth be told, this is what 
Republicans and Democrats 
have always done: grossly carica
tured each other by name-call
ing and stigmatization. 
According to the Pew Research 
Center, many Republicans and 
Democrats associate negative 
characteristics with members of 
the other party — and positive 
traits with their own. 

But the specific criticisms 
that Democrats and Republi
cans have of each other vary. 
The Democrats have the unfor
tunate stigma of being “doves” 
— a synonym for being “weak” 
and “soft on terror”. On the oth
er hand, Republicans are derid
ed as “hawks” and warmongers

mind, prohibit any foreign adversary 
from acquiring or transferring any 
interest in agricultural land. They 
also require the state’s Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Ser
vices to give a report of agricultural 
land under foreign ownership to the 
governor and the General Assembly. 

Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin 
told Fox News on Sunday: “We’ve got 
a bill now through a bipartisan basis 
that I will sign that will keep China 
from buying our agricultural farm
land. Particularly next to our nation
ally strategic assets like the Pentagon 
and Quantico [Marine base] and the 
largest naval base in the world.”

However, local PBS TV affiliate 
VPM reported that the latest US Agri
culture Department records — which 
include information through the end 
of 2021 — indicate that only about 
14,000 acres of Virginia farmland 
are owned by Chinese companies or 
individuals, and no new purchases 
have been made in the past 10 years. 

The data also show that foreign 
investors own about 3.1 percent of 
US farmland nationwide and Chi
na owns less than 1 percent. That 
makes China’s ownership of total US

ByMAYZHOU in Houston 

mayzhmi@diinadailyusa.com

In Georgia, it’s HB 246. In Virginia, 
HB 2325 and SB 1483. In Tennessee, 
SB 0122 and HB 0040. And in New 
Jersey, Senate Bill 3534.

And though it doesn’t yet have a 
number or title, Florida Governor 
Ron DeSantis has said he will follow 
those states.

What each state has done or 
plans to do is basically follow what 
the Texas Legislature is considering 
with bill SB 147: Ban government 
entities, companies and citizens of 
China, Iran, Russia and North Korea 
from purchasing any real property 
in Texas.

US Representative Judy Chu, a Cal
ifornia Democrat, recently warned 
that the Texas measure is “blatantly 
discriminatory” and could start a 
“slippery slope” to violation of Asian 
Americans’ civil rights.

“I know that many in our com
munities worry that we will be col
lateral damage in the escalation of 
our competition with China,” Chu 
said. “And our history shows us that 
what starts with one supposedly

By XU WEI 

xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

Digital push to enhance nation’s 
core competitiveness, experts say
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VITAL ROLE PLAYED
BY CONSTITUTION

n front of nearly 3,000 depu
ties to the National People’s 

— Congress, and watched by 
tens of millions of people live on 
television, President Xi Jinping 
placed his left hand on China’s 
Constitution, raised his right 
hand near his temple, and made a 
fist to signify solidarity.

Wearing a dark suit, Xi, who is 
also general secretary of the Com
munist Party of China Central Com
mittee, said after he was reelected 
Chinese president by a unanimous 
vote, “I pledge my allegiance to the 
Constitution of the People’s Repub
lic of China.”

Xi pledged to safeguard the 
Constitution’s authority, fulfill

<31

his legal obligations, be loyal to 
the country and the people, com
mitted and honest in his duty, 
accept the people’s supervision, 
and work hard for a great mod
ern socialist country that is pros
perous, strong, democratic, 
culturally advanced, harmonious 
and beautiful.

The ceremony, held during the 
NPC session in March 2018, 
marked the first time a Chinese 
president had taken such an oath 
upon assuming a term of office.

The meeting also reviewed and 
adopted a list of proposed candidates 
for the leading positions of State 
institutions to be recommended to 
the NPC session, as well as a list of 
proposed candidates for the leader
ship of the National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference to be recom
mended to the first session of the 
14tli CPPCC National Committee, 
which will open on Saturday.

The two lists will be recommended, 
respectively, to the presidium of the 
first session of the 14th NPC and the 
presidium of the first session of the 
14th CPPCC National Committee, 
according to the communique.

The plenary session highlighted the 
major significance of ensuring the 
success of the two sessions — the 
annual meetings of China’s top legisla
tive and political advisory bodies — in 
rallying the whole Party and nation to

A key meeting of the Communist 
Party of China has adopted a draft 
plan for the reform of Party and State 
institutions as part of broader efforts 
to enhance the Party’s leadership over 
the nation’s socialist modernization. 

A communique released after the 
second plenary session of the 20th 
CPC Central Committee, which was 
held in Beijing from Sunday to Tues
day, said the meeting agreed to sub
mit part of the draft plan for 
deliberation to the first session of the 
14th National People’s Congress, 
which will open in Beijing on Sunday. 

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the 
CPC Central Committee, made an 
important speech at the meeting, 
which was presided over by the Polit
ical Bureau of the CPC Central Com
mittee and attended by 203 full 
members and 170 alternate members 
of the CPC Central Committee.

fermland less than 0.03 percent. 
In Tennessee, a bill has been pro

posed in both the House and Sen
ate. Called SB 0122 and HB 0040, it 
would prohibit a nonresident alien, 
a foreign business or foreign govern
ment, or an agent, trustee, or fidu
ciary from purchasing real property 
in Tennessee if US citizens are pro
hibited from acquiring real property 
in the corresponding country.

The security concern primar
ily over China at the state level is 
expanding to another level in some 
states.

In New Jersey, the state Senate 
proposed Bill 3534. It would gener
ally ban any foreign government, 
entity or foreign person from acquir
ing any agricultural land in the state, 
and land acquired by foreign enti
ties or persons before the effective 
date of the bill wall have five years to 
dispose it.

DeSantis, Florida’s Republican 
governor, said in January that he 
intends to ban Chinese entities from 
purchasing property in Florida, and 
that the state Legislature was looking 
at ways to further restrict China’s 
influence in Florida.

Police detain protesters in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Monday during a demonstration against an attack on a Palestinian town by Israeli settlers. Dozens 
of Israeli settlers torched homes and cars in the northern town of Huwara after two settlers were killed by a Palestinian gunman on Sunday, 
when Israeli-Palestinian talks were held in neighboring Jordan to quell escalating tensions. On Feb 22, Israeli forces launched their deadliest 
West Bank raid in nearly 20 years, which left 11 Palestinians dead in the northern city of Nablus, jack guez / afp See story, page 6
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Argentina’s Lionel Messi holds FIFA's best men’s player award on 
Monday after receiving it from FIFA President Gianni Infantino 
during a ceremony in Paris, France. After steering his team to 
World Cup glory in an epic final against Kylian Mbappe's France 
last year in Qatar, Messi won the best player vote against Mbappe 
and Karim Benzema, and secured the FIFA prize for the seventh 
time in 14 years. The award is voted for by national team coaches 
and captains, journalists and fans, michel euler / ap
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Oath: Interests of public safeguarded
From page 1
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“An oath of office for officials 
will help ensure that power is put 
in an institutional cage.”

Zhu, from East China University 
of Political Science and Law, said 
the oath-swearing ceremony has 
become an important part of Chi
na’s “whole-process people’s 
democracy”.

He said the NPC Standing Com
mittee has conducted effective 
constitutional reviews of regula
tions, enabling more people to see 
the huge role played by the Consti
tution in restraining power and 
guaranteeing rights.

“More and more people are join
ing ranks to uphold die authority of 
the Constitution and perform over-

Primary school students in Taizhou. Zhejiang province, take a 
course on the Constitution in December, wang huabin / for china daily

from the people, and thus such pow
er must serve the people.”

Wang Lei, a professor of consti
tutional studies at Peking Univer
sity’s Law School, said promoting 
the practice of taking the oath of 
office will help officials develop 
stronger awareness of the need to 
respect the Constitution and avoid 
unconstitutional behavior. 

“Such ceremonies will also ena
ble the public to supervise civil 
servants in observing the Consti
tution. The public is being told 
that all actions that contravene the 
Constitution and the law must be 
held accountable, and no organi
zation or individual shall be above 
the law,” he said.

High hopes
Analysts have expressed high 

hopes for this year’s NPC session, 
which is scheduled to begin on 
Sunday, when deputies are expect
ed to elect the nation’s president 
and vice-president, and decide on 
the choice of premier of the State 
Council upon nomination by the 
president.

According to the Constitution, the 
deputies are also expected to choose 
vice-premiers, state councilors, min
isters and the auditor-general and 
secretary-general of the State Coun
cil upon nomination by the premier. 

Ma Liang, a professor of public 
administration at Renmin Univer
sity of China, said this year’s annu
al legislative session comes at a 
pivotal time following the 20th 
CPC National Congress as the 
nation embarks on its path to 
modernization.

The oath of office taken by top 
State leaders could draw even 
more public attention as a new 
government is unveiled, he said. 

“It will be an occasion to 
strengthen legal awareness among 
officials and the public, and reaf
firms China’s commitment to the 
rule of law,” Ma added.

ft

Experts overseas have lauded 
die progress made by China in 
advancing the rule of law over the 
past decade.

The consistency and predicta
bility offered by an improved legal 
system help provide a better envi
ronment for businesses and a 
more harmonious society for citi
zens, one expert said.

Koh King Kee, president of the 
Center for New Inclusive Asia, a 
Malaysian think tank, said China 
has made significant progress in 
judicial reform by amending and 
enacting new laws, setting up 
legal institutions and improving 
the legal system in its efforts to 
realize law-based governance. 

“This is a reflection and testi
mony of China’s relentless efforts 
to deepen its reform and modern
ization,” he said.

China’s economic progress is “in 
no small way predicated on law
based governance, which provides 
a business-friendly environment 
conducive for growth” he added. 

Mei Gechlik, founder of SINOT- 
ALKS, a repository in the United 
States of knowledge about Chinese 
law and policy, said China lias tak
en key steps to ensure the rule of 
law and uphold its Constitution.

For example, she said the 
national legislature has worked to 
implement a mechanism ena
bling any citizen who feels that a 
local regulation issued by a pro
vincial legislature is inconsistent 
with the country’s Constitution to 
request the national legislature to 
conduct a review.

‘If, after the review, the local 
regulation is found to be inconsist
ent with the Constitution, it will be 
revised accordingly  ̂Mei said.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Peo
ple’s Court has released more than 
200 guiding cases, or de facto 
binding precedents, to provide 
guidance on various legal issues, 
including contracts, criminal law, 
intellectual property rights, and 
enforcement of arbitral awards 
andjudgments.

“Judges handling cases similar 
to guiding cases are expected to 
render their judgments in accord
ance with guiding principles stat
ed in the guiding cases,” Mei said. 

The efforts contributed by legis
lators and judges through the 
review mechanism and guiding 
cases help ensure consistency of 
legislation with the country’s Con
stitution and the courts’ uniform 
application of legislation nation
wide, she added.

These efforts are cause for opti
mism that “the Chinese legal sys
tem is evolving to become a solid 
system through which all legisla
tion will be in line with the Consti
tution, and such legislation will be 
applied uniformly across the 
counttty’ Mei said.

“The resulting consistency 
and predictability7 offered by 
such a legal system will help 
provide not only a better envi
ronment for businesses, but 
also a more harmonious society 
for citizens,” she added.
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Employees from the public security bureau and judicial department in Haian, Jiangsu province, instruct local factory workers on the Consti
tution in January, zhou qiang / for china daily

Leading by example
Analysts said the emphasis 

placed by China’s top leader in 
ttpholding the Constitution first 
became evident in 2012, when he 
was elected general secretary of 
the CPC Central Committee.

Xi delivered his first public 
address after taking office as Party 
leader on Dec 4, 2012, at a grand 
meeting marking the 30th anni
versary of China’s current Consti
tution being enacted in Beijing.

The president published an arti
cle in December last year as the 
nation marked the 40 anniversary 
of the Constitution being enacted. 

In the article, Xi wrote, “The 
fundamental purpose for the Party 
to lead the people in making and 
exercising the Constitution is to 
safeguard the interests of the peo
ple, reflect their wishes, protect 
their interests and enhance their 
well-being.”

Highlighting the position of the 
Constitution as China’s fundamen
tal law, Xi reaffirmed the need to 
ensure that the Constitution 
enjoys supreme legal status, legal 
authority and legal validity in the 
country.

Swearing allegiance to the Con
stitution upon assuming office is 
among key measures taken by the 
nation to ensure the law is upheld. 

In 2015, the NPC Standing Com
mittee, the nation’s top legislature, 
decided that all those in public 
office must swear an oath to the 
Constitution upon formally taking 
up their positions, starting the fol
lowing year.

According to this decision, the 
oath of office covers those elected 
or appointed by the NPC and its 
Standing Committee, the State 
Council, the Central Military Com-

Five years on, Xiao Shengfang, 
who was then a deputy to the 13th 
NPC and is president of the 
Guangdong Lawyers Association, 
recalled his excitement on wit
nessing the ceremony at the Great 
Hall of the People.

“The oath of office was of monu
mental significance to the rule of 
law in China,” he said.

“By taking the lead in swearing 
the oath, the president is telling 
the public that everyone is equal 
before the law, and there is no 
exception. This also speaks vol
umes for the commitment of Chi
na’s top leadership in exercising 
the rule of law.”

Zhu Yingping, a professor at 
East China University of Political 
Science and Law in Shanghai who 
studies the Constitution, said the 
first oath of office taken by Xi was 
designed to show the public that 
the Party and State leader would 
remain faithful to the Constitu
tion. The oath also gave promi
nence to the authority of the law. 

“This means the ruling Party 
must act in accordance with the 
Constitution, all senior officials 
must be bound by the law, and 
they must all observe the Constitu
tion and remain faithful to it,” he 
said.

The authority of the Constitu
tion has since been unprecedent
edly strengthened, and “the people 
have seen the resolve of the top 
leadership to exercise the Consti
tution in a large number of 
actions,” he said.

Zhu Yingping, professor at East China University of Political 
Science and Law in Shanghai

Left: A police officer in Haian, Jiangsu province, shows part of the Constitution document to workers at a clothing factory in January, zhou qiang / for china daily Right: Judges from a district People’s Court in Zaozhu- 
ang, Shandong province, explain the Constitution online, sun zhongzhe / for china daily

mission, the Supreme People’s 
Court, the Supreme People’s Proc
uratorate and other central gov
ernment organs, as well as 
equivalent local government 
organs at or above county level.

The decision was revised by the 
top legislature in February 2018 to 
expand the oath-taking requirement 
to members of the newly created 
National Supervisory Commission. 
The legislature also required the 
national anthem to be played at the 
oath taking ceremony.

The amendment to the Constitu
tion in 2018 also required all state 
functionaries to take a public oath 
of allegiance to the Constitution 
upon assuming office.

The oath of office taken by Xi in 
2018 was followed by those taken 
during the NPC session by Premier 
Li Keqiang and other senior’ offi
cials from the State Council as well 
as the top procurator and the top 
judge.

In September 2016, the State 
Council, China’s Cabinet, held its 
first constitutional oath of office 
ceremony. Two such ceremonies 
have since been held each year to 
swear in new officials.

The premier said at a ceremony 
in July he hoped officials could 
remember this solemn occasion 
and act on their oaths and promis
es. He also called on them to 
assume their duties in accordance 
with the Constitution and the law. 

Wang Wenhua, head of the 
department of justice in Wulian 
county, Shandong province, 
described the ceremony he took 
part in in December as an “awe-in
spiring moment”.

“It gave rise to a strong sense 
that the Constitution must be 
respected and upheld, and 
enhanced my sense of duty and 
responsibility,” Wang said. 

“As a civil servant at grassroots lev
el, I realized more keenly that taking 
such an oath was an oath to the peo
ple. All the power of the office comes
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This (the oath of office) means the ruling 

Party must act in accordance with the 
Constitution, all senior officials must be 

bound by the law, and they must all observe 
the Constitution and remain faithful to it.”

•4

sight of civil servants,” Zhu said. 
Xiao, the former NPC deputy, 

who is a lawyer at Sino-Win Law 
Firm, said he has experienced 
firsthand the remarkable progress 
made bj7 China in advancing the 
rule of law over the past decade.

He said the rule of law will be a 
vital guarantee for the Chinese 
path to modernization — a key 
vision put forward by Xi at the 
20th CPC National Congress in 
October.

“By exercising the rule of law, 
the legitimate rights of the people 
will be better protected and the 
business climate will be improved. 
These are key factors to ensure 
success of the Chinese path to 
modernization," Xiao said.
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China’s GDP surpasses
121 trillion yuan mark
NBS data points to steady recovery trend despite economic shocks
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It is in this context, of US culture 
wars, economic woes, societal frac
turing and Biden’s dismal approval 
ratings, that the mysterious bal
loon was a godsend. There’s noth
ing like cold-hearted destruction to 
reaffirm caricatures of masculinity. 

That is how the international 
mainstream media twisted Biden’s 
balloon moment with gladiator
like heroism. Channel after chan
nel ran the balloon escapade at the 
top of every hour. CNN, BBC, Sky 
News and even Deutsche Welle all 
scrambled to get the latest on die 
balloon incident. Others, not so 
amused, privately giggled at the 
buffoonery of making a mountain 
out of a molehill.

To be clear, some in Washington 
argued that it wasn’t enough to 
shoot it down. China needs to be 
taught a lesson, they said, and the

The author is an associate professor 
of political science and international
affairs at Qatar University. The
views do not necessarily reflect those 
of China Daily.

US safety measures against such 
supposedly dangerous balloons. 
Another balloon soon appeared, 
but over Canadian airspace, and 
then two more. Again, without 
hesitation, they were all blasted 
out of the sky.

However, the mainstream media 
is fickle. There was no sensational
ist outcry, no dramatic footage of 
the downing of the balloons and no 
mass outrage. This balloon story 
lost steam.

Here’s some advice to the Ameri
can people: Your welfare is not 
threatened by a balloon. It is threat
ened by mass shootings and by a 
ruling class that denies access to 
healthcare and affordable housing. 

You are also threatened by the 
transportation crisis across the 
countiy, unlivable rages, disenfran
chisement of voting rights impacting 
people of color, and astronomical 
levels of violence against women and 
girls. Know your enemy.

fl

US must not back down. Biden 
was dutifully playing that role of 
the unapologetic, no-nonsense 
tough guy who was guarding for
tress America and would call out 
China’s misdeeds.

The media coverage of the 
so-called Chinese “spy balloon” 
dwarfed that of the toxic spill 
from a train derailment in the US 
state of Ohio, the bombing of 
Gaza Strip, and even the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict. It was 
unbelievable.

Was it really that important? 
Apparently so, since Biden’s 
approval ratings ticked slightly 
upward after the dramatic down
ing of the Chinese balloon by a 
Sidewinder missile costing around 
$400,000.

Following that, there was a mas
sive US campaign and outrage 
over the Chinese balloons, with 
over 40 nations being briefed on

By OUYANG SHIJIA

ouyangshijia@chinadaily£om

By WANG QINGYUN

wangqingyun@chinadaily.com.cn
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ing market confidence will be key 
for stabilizing the overall growth. 

While facing a more complicated 
and grimmer external environ
ment — as well as multiple pres
sures from shrinking demand, 
supply shocks and weakening 
expectations — Sheng, of the NBS, 
said that China’s economy, charac
terized by strong resilience, tre
mendous potential, great vitality 
and long-term sustainability, will 
remain sound.

He said the necessary produc
tion factors for quality develop
ment remain unchanged.

According to data released by the 
NBS on Tuesday, China has main
tained its position as the world’s 
largest manufacturing hub, with 
the value-added output of the man
ufacturing sector hitting 33.5 tril
lion yuan in 2022.

Notably, China’s gross domestic 
expenditure on R&D reached 3.1 
trillion yuan last year, surpassing 
the 3 trillion yuan milestone for the 
first time, the NBS said.

Mao Xinsheng, chairman of Bei
jing-based Al medical company 
Shukun Technology, spoke highly 
of China’s intensified efforts to fos
ter innovation-driven growth, say
ing the development of the high- 
tech sector and the digital 
economy will add fresh impetus to 
the economy.

“We will continuously increase 
investment in R&D. ... We will 
work with more partners to jointly 
promote the digital and smart 
transformation of the healthcare 
sector,” he said.

than-expected fourth quarter data 
and the “green shoots of recovery” 
emerging in recent economic 
activities.

“For the first quarter of 2023, we 
expect growth to accelerate 
sequentially,” Loo said. “As China is 
giving priority to reviving the econ
omy and stabilizing growth, we 
expect to see more stimulus policy 
measures highlighted in the annu
al Government Work Report (to 
be) released during the upcoming 
two sessions.”

Loo said that exports will also 
continue to be a major drag on the 
outlook for 2023, given the soften-

human rights of primary impor
tance. Civil and political rights, and 
economic, social and cultural rights 
should be accorded equal attention 
and advanced in a holistic way."

Comprised of 47 member states 
elected by the UN General Assem
bly, the Human Rights Council holds 
at least three sessions every year.

China has urged the council to 
avoid becoming “an arena for politi
cal confrontation” where some 
countries make false accusations 
against China’s policies in its Xin
jiang Uygur and Tibet autonomous 
regions and the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region.

Reaffirming China’s position on 
Monday, Qin said the council should 
facilitate constructive dialogue and 
cooperation and added the UN 
human rights system should uphold 
impartiality, objectivity, non-select- 
ivity and non-politicization.

China’s stance was shared 
by other countries partici
pating in the event.

Tran Luu Quang, deputy 
prime minister of Vietnam, 
said each country may 
adopt a different approach 
suitable to its particular cir
cumstances, and it’s vital to 
understand and respect par
ticular details and seek com

monalities, instead of politicization, 
imposition or interference.

The council must guard against 
politicization of human rights, 
including as a tool for geopolitical 
rivalry, Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Retno Marsudi said.

Finger-pointing and double 
standards would divide the coun
cil, and the organization should 
avoid the “us versus them” mentali
ty, she said.

On Japan’s decision to discharge 
nuclear wastewater into the sea, 
Qin said that countries should urge 
Tokyo to take the international 
community’s concerns seriously 
and ask it to treat the wastewater in 
an open, transparent, science-based 
and safe manner.

Qin is also scheduled to attend the 
G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in 
New Delhi, India, on Thursday, For
eign Ministry spokeswoman Mao 
Ning announced on Tuesday.

The meeting reaffirmed the 
nation’s unwavering commitment 
to reform and opening-up, pledg
ing to adopt a host of “strategic, 
innovative and guiding” reform 
measures and work toward new 
breakthroughs in key areas and 
procedures.

The communique said the meet
ing stressed the need to adhere to 
and improve the basic socialist 
economic system, improve the 
modern enterprise system with 
distinctive Chinese characteristics, 
strengthen and refine modern 
financial regulation and promote 
high-level opening-up.

The plenary session called for 
continuous efforts to tackle point
less formalities, bureaucratism, 
hedonism and extravagance and 
take simultaneous, coordinated 
and comprehensive steps to ensure 
that officials do not have the 
audacity, opportunity or desire to 
become corrupt, in an effort to win 
the tough and protracted battle 
against corruption.

improved in institutions and 
mechanisms, and more efficient in 
operation and management, the 
communique said.

It highlighted the need to further 
boost domestic demand, improve 
the level of resilience and security of 
industry and supply chains, foster a 
world-class business environment 
that is market-oriented, law-based 
and internationalized, and prevent 
and defuse major economic and 
financial risks.

The meeting pledged to step up 
efforts to ensure the public’s well-be
ing, including steps to put in place 
the employment-first policy, guaran
tee the firing standards of vulnerable 
groups and strengthen weak links in 
healthcare, especially in relation to 
sendees in rural and urban areas.

It reiterated the need to improve 
the policy system to encourage 
childbirth, move forward with rural 
vitalization across the board, con
solidate the outcomes from poverty 
alleviation and prevent the recur
rence of poverty on a large scale.

unite in the endeavor to build a mod
em socialist countiy in all respects 
and move forward with the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

In deepening institutional 
reform, the meeting stressed the 
imperative need to bolster the cen
tralized and unified leadership of 
the CPC Central Committee and 
promote the modernization of the 
national governance system and 
governance capabilities.

The communique said the meet
ing underscored efforts to coordi
nate die institutions of the CPC 
Central Committee, die NPC, the 
State Council and die CPPCC 
National Committee, and coordinate 
die central and local authorities.

Efforts are needed to deepen 
institutional reform in key areas 
and ensure tiiat the Party’s leader
ship over socialist modernization 
becomes more refined in institu
tional setup, more optimized in the 
division of functions, more 

China remains the world’s sec
ond-largest economy as the coun
try’s GDP surpassed 121 trillion 
yuan ($17.44 trillion) in 2022, 
pointing to a steady recovery trend 
despite economic shocks, the 
National Bureau of Statistics said 
on Tuesday.

While facing pressures and 
challenges from a gloomy global 
outlook, slowing external demand 
and a weak property sector, China 
will be able to buffer headwinds 
and post notable growth this year, 
making a good start for building a 
modern socialist country in all 
respects, officials and analysts 
said.

“We have the conditions, confi
dence and capabilities to ward off 
multiple risks and challenges,” 
Sheng Laiyun, deputy head of the 
NBS, said in a statement.

China has managed to deal with 
economic shocks in 2022, posting a 
3 percent year-on-year growth, the 
statement said.

Louise Loo, a senior economist 
at British think tank Oxford Eco
nomics, highlighted the stronger-

ing global demand conditions, an 
eventual run-down inventories 
across key advanced economies 
and the ongoing global manufac
turing and semiconductor down
cycles.

Wu Chaoming, deputy director 
of the Chasing International Eco
nomic Institute, voiced optimism 
for a robust 2023, given the opti
mized COVID-19 measures and the 
stronger macroeconomic policy 
support, despite pressures and 
challenges ahead.

Wu said he expects the country’s 
GDP to grow by about 5.3 percent 
year-on-year in 2023, with a robust 
recovery in consumption, especial
ly as the increase in household sav
ings over recent years may partially 
translate into a rebound in con
sumer spending.

Deutsche Bank is also bullish on 
the Chinese market and has 
revised its 2023 economic growth 
forecast for China from 4.5 percent 
to 6 percent.

Luo Zhiheng, chief economist at 
Yuekai Securities, said the country 
may set this year’s national GDP 
growth target at around 5 percent 
year-on-year, adding that expand
ing domestic demand and boost-

China will keep following its 
own path of human rights develop
ment and opposes using human 
rights as a pretext for interference 
and containment, Foreign Minis
ter Qin Gang said in a UN address 
on Monday.

China has found a path that 
meets the trend of the times and 
suits its national conditions, which 
is key to its historic achievements 
in human rights, Qin said in his 
address to the high-level segment 
of the 52nd Session of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council.

“The right of all countries to 
independently choose their own 
path of human rights development 
should be respected,” Qin said in 
his address delivered via a video 
link from Beijing, as he also dis
missed attempts to “blind- 
ly copy” the model of I 
others or impose one’s own 
model on others. 

Emphasizing that no 
country is qualified to act as 
“the judge on human 
rights” Qin said that coun
tries should carry out 
exchanges and cooperation 
on the basis of equality and
mutual respect, and oppose some 
countries’ acts of politicizing and 
weaponizing human rights issues. 

Scheduled to last for more than 
five weeks, the 52nd Session of the 
UNHRC opened on Monday as the 
world faces a number of major chal
lenges, including the threat of reces
sion, food and energy crises and 
climate change.

Qin said more attention should 
be paid to the human rights chal
lenges and needs of developing 
countries and called for immediate 
and unconditional lifting of “meas
ures of unilateral coercion” which 
violate international law and the 
basic human rights of people of tar
geted countries.

Countries should commit to pro
moting and protecting all human 
rights, the foreign minister said. 
“Human rights are indivisible,” Qin 
said. “The right to subsistence and 
the right to development are basic
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High school students sit at a bus stop surrounded by floodwater in 
Bekasi, West Java province, Indonesia, on Monday. Heavy rain
caused flooding that inundated a number of residential areas with 
water levels reaching 40 to 100 centimeters in the area, adityairawan / 
NURPHOTO VIA GETTY IMAGESJiang Xucqing contributed to this

story.

£
We have the 
conditions, 
confidence and 
capabilities to ward 
off multiple risks 
and challenges.” 
Sheng Laiyun, 

deputy head of the National 
Bureau of Statistics

A resident leaves flowers on Monday outside a makeshift morgue in a sports arena near Cutro, southern Italy, where the bodies of drowned 
migrants are being kept. The death toll, which includes children, rose to 62 after rescue crews recovered three more bodies. A wooden boat 
crowded with migrants smashed into rocky reefs and broke apart before dawn on Sunday off the Calabrian coast, authorities said. At least 80 
people survived, but officials fear the final death toll could top 100. jack guez / afp
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Campaign targets more graduate jobs

Mexicans impressed by digital economy
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Rural delivery network
to be farther expanded/3
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Lyu Zhihua, official from 
China National Intellectual 
Property Administration

By MA ZHENHUAN in Hangzhou 

madwnhuan@chinadaily.com.cn
In the past few years, prejudice 

against employees in their late 30s 
has attracted attention both from 
die government and the public.

Jiang Shengnan, a deputy to the 
National People’s Congress and a

r -5’By CAO YIN 

caoyin@chinadaily.com.cn

By LUO WANGSHU

hiowangshu@chinadaily.com.cn

job fairs on their campuses, to hold 
livestreaming activities promoting 
jobs and to share opportunities for 
work with other universities. They 
should also guide college graduates 
to think objectively about their indi
vidual capabilities and societal 
demands, choose realistic careers 
and take action as soon as possible, 
the notice said.

Special assistance should be given 
to students from once-impoverished 
families, as well as those with finan
cial difficulties and disabilities, and 
school administrators, teachers and 
counselors should offer them one- 
on-one guidance.

Local authorities are required to 
establish a special task force on 
employment for new college gradu
ates, and coordinate resources from 
different government departments 
so more public employment resour
ces are geared toward college grad
uates, it added.

According to a survey by educa
tion consultancy MyCOS, the aver
age monthly salary for college 
graduates in 2021 was 5,833 yuan 
($841), a 10-year high.

Only 6.1 percent of the surveyed

For example, selling molcajete, a 
three-legged mortar and pestle, is 
an important source of income for 
fanners in Guanajuato. “In the past, 
they could only sell them to inbound 
tourists on the side of highways,” Liu 
said. The onset of COVID-19 signifi
cantly curtailed their revenue.

Situated in central Mexico, Gua
najuato state is the main food pro
ducer in the country, according to 
Global Water Partnership, an inter
governmental organization.

After joining the “digital village” 
projects, local villagers learned to 
sell their products online and prices 
and sales of molcajetes witnessed a 
significant rebound, said Liu.

One of the Chinese case studies 
they have closely watched is Xin- 
changle village, Zhuji city, known as 
China’s largest freshwater pearl pro
cessing and trading center.

“With a permanent population of 
a little over 2,000, almost every 
household in the tillage grows pearls 
and three-fourths of the residents 
work in e-commerce livestreaming, 
selling pearl products,” said He Lixin, 
Party secretary of the village, popu
larly called the “Pearl Village”

In 2022, online and offline sales 
reached 6 billion yuan ($864 mil
lion), 4 billion of which came from 
e-commerce livestreaming, accord

The Ministry of Education has 
launched a special campaign to 
boost employment for new college 
graduates during the spring recruit
ment season, according to a notice 
issued by the ministry on Tuesday. 

A record 11.58 million college stu
dents are expected to graduate this 
year, about 820,000 more than last 
year, according to the ministry.

The ministry has asked adminis
trators of universities and colleges 
to continue to visit companies to 
expand employment opportunities 
for new graduates.

Administrators of departments, 
teachers and student counselors are 
also encouraged to visit companies 
to assist in the effort, the notice said. 

For universities that had a 
below-average employment rate 
last year, administrators should 
visit more than 100 companies, and 
deans of departments that saw 
below-average employment should 
visit more than 10.

Universities are being encour
aged to invite more companies to

and increasing benefits.
As almost all administrative vil

lages across China have access to 
bus services, the bureau said it has 
encouraged placing parcels on 
scheduled buses to rural areas to 
reduce logistics costs.

Hou said there will also be a 
greater focus put on improving the 
protection of couriers’ legal rights. 

Enterprises have been asked to 
ensure that they sign work con
tracts with couriers and make 
social insurance contributions in 
accordance with the law. The 
bureau has also asked companies 
to come good with their promises 
to increase delivery fees in order to 
boost couriers’ incomes.

Delivery companies have been 
encouraged to better handle com
plaints filed by customers, estab
lishing a system for couriers to 
defend themselves against unfair 
complaints, and setting up a coun
seling hotline for couriers.

China’s parcel delivery business 
has boomed in the past decade. 
Last year, the country handled 
110.5 billion parcels, die most of 
any country in the world in terms 
of volume. Among them, about 
one-third of parcels were collected 
and delivered in rural areas.

Thanks to the expansion of the 
parcel delivery network, agricul
tural produce from rural areas can 
be delivered and sold more easily 
in cities, benefiting farmers and 
their businesses.

researcher at Wenzhou University 
in Zhejiang province, proposed 
last year removing the age limit for 
civil service applicants.

She said in her proposal that die 
limit delivers a negative signal to 
society that once people reach 35 
they may lose the chance of fair job 
competition.

She added that people may have 
a difficult time at around 35 years 
old if they have children to raise 
and older parents to support. It’s 
neither scientific nor fair to exclude 
these people in recruitment, and it 
is ahuge waste of human resources. 

Guo Sheng, CEO of recruitment 
portal Zhaopin, said: “People aged 
between 35 and 45 years old are vul- 
nerable and have the lowest capa
bility of bearing risks. They usually 
have children in education and eld
erly relatives to support, as well as 
economic pressure from housing 
loans. Also, people at these ages 
have weaker learning ability while 
die quickly developing industry 
requires them to learn fast”

He added, however, that people 
over 35 have advantages such as 
rich working experiences and 
intense energy. “It’s important for 
them to enhance their learning 
ability to find the right life, rather 
than going with the flow?’

The report delivered to the 20 th 
CPC National Congress in October 
clarified that it’s necessary to elim
inate the shortcomings of systems 
and policies hampering the mobil
ity of labor forces and talent, and 
to remove improper restrictions 
and prejudices influencing fair 
employment.

While planning to curb 
improper behaviors in trademark 
registrations, Lyu Zhihua, an offi
cial from tiie administration’s 
department of treaty and law, said 
that the administration will con
tinue helping to amend the Trade
mark Law this year, “so as to give 
stronger trademark protection by 
rale of law' and respond to public 
concerns in this regard”

The current Trademark Law' 
came into force in 1983, and is 
tiie country’s first law focusing 
on the IP field. It has played a big 
role in protecting the rights of 
trademark owners and promot
ing market vitality over past dec
ades, “but it’s difficult to solve 
new problems in the new era, 
including inadequate use of 
trademarks and abuse of trade
mark rights, so it’s urgent to be 
improved”, she said.

She revealed that the adminis
tration has been helping review 
tiie law' since last year, adding 
that a draft amendment to the 
law lias been formed and is 
receiving public opinion. 

“In the draft, we’ve further 
specified situations of malicious 
trademark registrations and 
highlighted the principle of pro
hibiting the abuse of trademark 
rights,” she said. ‘We’ve also add
ed content on cracking down on 
those fabricating or concealing 
important facts and providing 
false materials w'hile registering 
trademarks to improve the build
ing of a credit system in this field.” 

In addition, the draft will 
intensify the protection of legal 
prior rights and well-known 
trademarks, with resolute action 
against trademark infringements 
and unfair competition activities, 
such as copying famous brands, 
she added.

The time ittakes to review trade
mark registrations and applica
tions for invention patents will be 
continuously shortened this year, 
according to Heng Fuguang, a 
spokesman for the administration. 

He added that more online IP 
services wall be provided to 
ensure innovators and appli
cants can have easier access to 
dealing with their IP-related 
affairs at the administration.
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students had a monthly salary of 
more than 10,000 yuan, an unoffi
cial benchmark for a “decent job”. 

A separate survey conducted by 
51job, an online recruitment plat
form, showed that almost half of the 
respondents said they prefer jobs 
with lower pay and fewer tasks, and 
only 23 percent said they w'ould 
choose more demanding jobs with 
higher pay.

Liu Yiyang, a senior undergradu
ate student at North China Univer
sity of Technology, said the 
university has been very helpful in 
offering students guidance in find
ing jobs and inviting companies to 
the university for job fairs.

He has secured three job offers 
with monthly salaries ranging from 
8,000 to 14,000 yuan and is looking 
for more opportunities, he said.

However, the employment situa
tion is not good, with many stu
dents from well-known universities 
vying for internships, which do not 
promise to turn into full-time jobs, 
he said.

He said he wants to work in Bei
jing as the city has more opportuni
ties than most other cities.

China will maintain higli pres
sure on malicious trademark reg
istrations this year to strengthen 
intellectual property' protection 
and serve high-quality develop
ment, officials from the country’s 
top IP regulator said.

“We’ll keep up the fight 
against malicious trademark 
registrations, especially those 
involving national and public 
interests, with greater and sus
tained efforts to combat trade
mark squatting,” Li Chang, 
deputy head of the China Nation
al Intellectual Property Adminis
tration’s Trademark Office, told a 
news conference last week.

Malicious trademark registra
tions are applications that violate 
the principles of legitimacy' and 
good faith, such as trademark 
squatting, appropriation and 
imitation, infringements of oth
ers’ prior rights, misuse of public 
resources and massive or repeat
ed registration in bad faith.

Pledging to increase reviews 
on historical materials of geo
graphical indications, Li added 
that geographical indication 
applications suspected of fraud 
must be rejected.

Some provinces and regions in 
China have relaxed age restrictions 
for candidates registering for civil 
servant examinations, sending a 
positive signal to middle-aged peo
ple who may be experiencing 
employment anxiety.

Over the weekend, 27 provinces 
and regions — out of the 30 that 
recently started their civil servant 
recruitment campaigns — orga
nized written examinations. 
Among these provinces, 10 of 
them, including Henan and Hubei, 
as well as Tianjin municipality, 
raised age restrictions for candi
dates to 40 years old, up from 35. 

Henan clarified in a recruitment 
notice that those born after Janu
ary 1982 and holding a master’s or 
doctoral degree can apply for civil 
servant positions, except for some 
vacancies that have strict age lim
its. Previously, these vacancies 
were only open to candidates 
under 35 years old.

The Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region raised its age limit from 35 
years old to 40 for some glassroots 
positions in remote areas.

The Henan Civil Service Bureau 
said that the relaxation was due to 
changing requirements for certain 
positions, while it’s not sure if the 
bureau will keep relaxing age lim
its in the future.

A State-level regulation for civil 
servant recruitment released in 
2007 said that candidates should 
be between 18 and 35 years of age. 

“The age relaxation shows the 
nation’s resolve to promote 
employment,” Zhu Lijia, an associ
ate professor at the National Acad
emy of Governance, said in an 
interview with the news outlet 
Shanghai Observer.

He said that the age limit caused 
many companies to follow suit, 
while relaxing it can help promote a 
feirer job market and avoid preju
dice against middle-aged job seek-

Guo Sheng, CEO of recruitment 
portal Zhaopin 

ing to He, who added the village’s per 
capita GDP now stands at $30,000. 

Arroyo said he only knew about 
China’s “Pearl Village” from his 
training materials, and when he 
eventually came in person, it was 
even more amazing than he imag
ined.

‘We want to learn from you and 
replicate the success in Mexico,” he 
said, revealing that so for, graduates 
from Alibaba’s Global Digital Talent 
program in Mexico have helped dig
itally transform more than 1,500 
small and micro businesses in his 
country.

Miguel Cuevas, strategic projects 
and innovation chief at the Ministry' 
of Education of Guanajuato, who 
led the delegation, concurred. 

‘We want to encouiage our uni
versities to learn from these villages 
and entrepreneurs,” he said, adding 
that his task after returning to Mexi
co is to integrate more cases like the 
“Pearl Village” into Mexico’s tertiary 
education so that Mexican people 
can benefit more from the develop
ment of the digital economy.

The latest figures from the Mexi
can Association of Online Sales 
show that Mexico’s e-commerce 
sales jumped by 23 percent year-on- 
year in 2022, growing to 528 billion 
pesos ($28.7 billion).

After a three-year push by the 
State Post Bureau to expand the 
nationwide delivery network to 
include even the most remote 
parts of the country, some 95 per
cent of Chinese villages now have 
access with the rest to follow, the 
bureau said recently.

With over 100 billion parcels 
delivered in China last year, the 
bureau said that it intends to con
tinue its expansion into rural areas 
this year, and also ensure that the 
rights of couriers are improved 
and protected.

China has 990 large parcel deliv
ery centers in rural counties and 
278,000 parcel delivery stations 
located in villages.

The bureau will focus on 
improving the parcel delivery sys
tem in rural counties, towns and 
villages to consolidate the 
achievements of the three-year 
campaign to promote the parcel 
delivery network in raral areas, 
said Hou Yanbo, spokesman for 
the bureau.

It will continue to build parcel 
delivery' centers in counties and 
tallages, and encourage various 
parcel delivery companies to share 
more resources in raral areas, he 
said.

In some raral areas, a single 
courier can handle parcels from 
different companies, saving costs
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It’s difficult to solve 
new problems in the 
new era, including 
inadequate use of 
trademarks and 
abuse of trademark 
rights, so it’s urgent 
to be improved.”

It’s important for 
them (people aged 
above 35) to 
enhance their 
learning ability to 
find the right life, 
rather than going 
with the flow.”

Job seekers talk with employers at a career fair in Harbin. Heilongjiang province, on Sunday. More than
30 State-owned enterprises and institutes offered jobs to more than 2,000 people, many of whom are 
graduating soon, su qiang / for china daily

Daniel Gonzalez Arroyo from Mexico tries his hand at a livestreaming 
session selling necklaces in Xinchangle village. Zhuji city. Zhejiang 
province, lastweek. jiang liben / for china daily

40-year-olds now eligible to sit exams 
in bid to relieve employment anxiety

“Geilil” repeated Daniel Gonzalez 
Arroyo excitedly at the moment his 
Chinese hostess sold a dozen neck
laces in less than a minute during a 
livestream session in the village of 
Xinchangle in Zhejiang province on 
Thursday.

Literally meaning to “give 
strength”, geili is a phrase commonly 
used by e-commerce livestreamers 
in China.

Arroyo, director of the Irapuato 
State Training Institute in Guanaju
ato, Mexico, was part of a Mexican 
delegation of officials and educators 
that visited Zhejiang last week.

“It’s really good to see firsthand 
how the Chinese are doing e-com- 
merce and building all the necessa
ry infrastructure,” Arroyo said.

Hosted by Alibaba Group’s digital 
economy training program Global 
Digital Talent, the group took the 
weeklong trip to learn more about 
the transformation brought by Chi
na’s digitalization, and in particular, 
how rural residents have enriched 
and empowered themselves 
through e-commerce livestreaming. 

Part of the electronic World Trade 
Platform, an initiative launched in 
2017 to help small businesses and 
entrepreneurs build globalized 
businesses through cross-border 
trade, the talent program currently 
operates in more than 15 markets 
across the world and helps “upskill” 
educators who, in turn, pass the 
knowledge along to their students. 

Mexico is the electronic World 
Trade Platform Americas’ first stop, 
according to Liu Qiang, who is in 
charge of the Global Digital Talent 
program. It has trained over 1,400 
educators and tens of thousands of 
students worldwide in the past five 
years, and some 400 lecturers and 
8,000 students are from Mexico.

In addition, six states, including 
Guanajuato, have collaborated with 
tiie program and set up eight “digi
tal tallage” projects, which have 
greatly promoted the development 
of local economies.
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Judicial campaign gives 
assistance to rural poor
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honored brands in livestreams to 
display their craftsmanship and 
culture “in an interesting and 
trendy way”.

Shang Xiping, president of the 
major domestic retailer Wangfu- 
jing Group, said the success of rel
atively few laozihao brands means 
there is still plenty of potential to 
be tapped in overall development 
nationwide.

He stressed that brands must 
retain their core competitiveness 
and cultural identity.

“They have their own formulas 
for success, which they can use to 
create new avenues of consump
tion to meet the cultural demands 
of young people,” Shang said.

Renowned brands should con
sider systematic reform, product 
innovation, packaging design, 
cooperation with other brands and 
livestream promotions to boost 
business, experts said.

“They will gain renewed vigor 
after fully tapping their existing 
technology and adapting to the 
new market environment,” he said. 

The Wangfujing Group will con
tinue working with time-honored 
brands in various fields and devel
op a series of distinctive goods that 
take young consumers’ consump
tion habits into consideration, 
while helping spread laozihao cul
ture, he said.
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has been growing, said Liu Tao, a 
researcher with the market econo
my research institute at the Devel
opment Research Center of the 
State Council, China’s Cabinet.

Time-honored food, clothing and 
daily necessity brands that have 
adapted to consumer trends 
through changes to their technolo
gy and business models have 
become important drivers of con
sumption, Liu added.

Liu Shuai, an assistant research
er with the macroeconomic 
research center at the Chinese 
Academy of Fiscal Sciences, 
believes that making brand history 
and culture available online will 
play a positive role in expanding 
areas of consumption such as 
pedestrian streets and will help 
boost domestic demand.

Experts concurred that laozihao 
should take advantage of the 
opportunities presented by the 
new policies to develop an accurate 
understanding of customer needs 
and adjust product design, func
tion, packaging and positioning 
according to feedback.

Shu Jueting, spokeswoman for 
the Ministry of Commerce, said 
efforts will continue to be made to 
push for laozihao to fall in line with 
national consumption develop
ment, roll out new products and ser
vices, and create new sites for 
consumption.

“So that shoppers can experience 
the customs of different regions 
when they buy time-honored 
brands and experience the charms 
of the traditional culture,” she said.

enhance the global influence of 
Chinese culture while stimulating 
sales,” he explained.

He suggested that laozihao 
maintain a balance between tradi
tion and modernity while finding 
ways to innovate. Furthermore, 
digitalization can be used to 
present insights into a brand’s 
business operations and crafts
manship so that buyers can better 
appreciate them.

The Supreme People’s Procura
torate and the National Rural 
Revitalization Administration 
have decided to carry out a joint 
campaign to help advance rural 
totalization by providing legal 
assistance, according to a notice 
issued on Feb 24.

The campaign, which starts in 
February, will ran through the 
end of 2025. It aims to provide 
greater assistance to poor rural 
residents as cases are handled to 
prevent those involved from 
experiencing further financial 
hardship.

According to the notice, the 
assistance will cover six catego
ries of rural residents, including 
veterans, children and women 
living in poverty.

Many are already making their 
presence known on the internet.

During the nationwide Double 11 
shopping festival last year, 50 time- 
honored brands reported sales 
exceeding 10 million yuan ($1.4 mil
lion) each on major e-commerce 
platforms like Taobao and JD, while 
15 brought in 100 million yuan.

During the New Year holiday, 
online consumption of laozihao 
products rose by 30 percent year- 
on-year, the Ministry of Commerce 
reported.

Goubuli, a company in Tianjin 
renowned for its buns, has started 
livestreaming its products, which 
has endeared it to consumers.

The company has also learned to 
tailor production to demand via 
online data analysis.

On Jan 10, historical brands in 
Zhejiang province, including rice 
dumpling maker Wufangzhai and 
Zhufu Copper Art, saw their prod
ucts snapped up during a live- 
stream on Taobao.

Zheng Yongbiao, deputy director 
of Hangzhou’s business bureau, 
said that livestreaming can fully 
empower laozihao enterprises, tap 
their potential in the expanding 
consumer market and boost con
sumption.

The city has 500 laozihao accred
ited at the provincial level and 90 at 
the national level.

“All of them are die best products 
to drive consumption,” said Ding 
Huimin, secretary-general of the Chi
nese laozihao e-commerce alliance. 

Ding said her organization will 
endeavor to include more time-

Thousands arrested for 
wildlife-related crimes

Chinese police arrested over 
90,000 suspects in the course of 
handling 70,000 wildlife-related 
cases between 2020 and 2022, a 
public security official told a news 
conference on Friday.

Approximately 1.37 million 
wild animals have been rescued 
and 180,000 kilograms of wildlife 
products have been seized during 
the period, according to Lyu 
Wuqin, head of the food and drag 
crime investigation bureau under 
the Ministry of Public Security.

The official said 150 cases were 
major, and all had been resolved. 

Among the animals rescued, 
120,000 had nationally protected 
status, according to Li Jiantao, 
deputy head of the food and drag 
crime investigation bureau.

The figures were reported fol
lowing a three-year nationwide 
campaign launched by the minis
try in 2020 to crack down on 
wildlife crimes.

The campaign targeted prima
ry areas, including national 
parks, nature reserves and key 
venues such as zoos and circuses.

Pan Helin, co-director of the 
Digital Economy and Financial 
Innovation Research Center at
Zhejiang University's Interna
tional Business School

School-related criminal 
cases continue to decline 

Last year, the number of 
school-related criminal cases was 
30.7 percent lower than in 2021, 
according to the Ministry of Pub
lic Security.

A notice published on the min
istry’s website on Thursday said 
it was the 10th consecutive year 
in which there was a decline in 
cases.

In 2022, public security 
authorities made special efforts 
to ensure campus security. As a 
result, 720,000 hidden risks were 
eliminated, and 22,000 school- 
related disputes were resolved.

According to the notice, the 
Ministry of Public Security and 
the Ministry of Education jointly 
conducted a 100-day special 
campaign last summer to crack 
down on school bullying. Those 
involved were held accountable.

he evolution of consump
tion in China has created 
both great opportunities 
and challenges for time-

honored — or heritage — brands, 
which are known as laozihao in 
Chinese.

Some have evolved into out
standing representatives of dis
tinctive tradition and culture in 
their regions of birth, attracting 
tourists and playing an increasing 
role in the consumer market. How
ever, many others are straggling to 
adapt to changing times.

The Ministry of Commerce, the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
and the National Cultural Heri
tage Administration issued a poli
cy notice in January suggesting 
that market players and other 
related parties tap into the history 
and culture of laozihao to boost 
consumption.

The hope is that this will lead to 
more creative products being 
developed and that consumers will 
be able to better appreciate the her
itage and cultural essence of time- 
honored brands.

The Ministry of Commerce said 
that the policy’s ultimate goal is to 
respond to consumption trends 
nationwide and better cater to pub
lic demands.

Plan in place to ensure 
harvest this summer

The central government will 
step up efforts to combat 
drought and ensure the success
ful summer harvest of grain and 
rapeseed, the Ministry of Agri
culture and Rural Affairs said on 
Thursday.

All localities are required to 
implement preventive measures 
to ensure water is available for 
irrigation, according to a plan 
issued by the ministry and three 
other government agencies.

As precipitation lias been low 
since winter began, drought may 
occur in some areas this spring, 
which could have an impact on 
summer harvests.

The plan called for the early 
implementation of preventive 
measures to ensure the normal 
growth of both crops.

Furthermore, water sources 
should be identified for drought 
relief; and water conservancy 
facilities should be built or 
repaired promptly, the plan stat
ed, adding that efforts should also 
be made to stockpile and distrib
ute supplies for agricultural pro
duction such as seeds and 
fertilizers.

Livestream potential
Industry insiders also hailed the 

call to host laozihao carnivals and 
shopping festivals and help brands 
perform better on online platforms.

□

Stronger support
Authorities will increase the pro

tection of more than 12,000 histori
cal artifacts owned by 
approximately 1,100 nationally 
accredited laozihao, according to 
the policy.

Land use rights and tax support 
will be given to laozihao with 
lengthy histories for them to open 
museums to display artifacts that 
reflect socioeconomic changes over 
time. The brands will also be 
encouraged to stage events and 
activities to help pass on their tra
ditions, and to create new venues 
for consumption.

Moreover, efforts will be made to 
push forward the construction of a 
digital laozihao museum that will 
preserve and display the develop
mental histories of brands through 
e-books, pictures and videos.

Traditional blocks and clusters of 
ancient architecture will be 
advised to set up facilities that 
showcase local laozihao elements 
to reflect commercialization and 
folk customs, the notice stated.

At the same time, authorities will 
help time-honored brands make 
inroads in the international mar
ket through major events such as 
the China International Import 
Expo, the China International Con
sumer Products Expo and the Chi
na International Fair for Trade in 
Services.

The notice clarified specific 
objectives and policy initiatives to 
strengthen the brands’ efforts to 
explore their historical and cultur
al resources and stimulate con
sumption, said Pan Helin, co
director of the Digital Economy 
and Financial Innovation Research 
Center at Zhejiang University’s 
International Business School.

“Currently, China is at a key 
point of consumption recovery, 
and it would be very efficient and 
effective to grow laozihao (influ
ence),” Pan said.

He added that the relaxation of 
COVID-19 control policies has 
accelerated the resumption of 
social activity and has provided an 
outlet for people’s pent-up desire to 
go out and shop.

Therefore, efforts to tap into the 
history and culture of time-hon
ored brands come at an opportune 
time.

“The initiatives will promote the 
release of pent-up consumer 
demand by improving buyers’ 
experiences.”

They will also put laozihao in a 
key position to drive a short-term 
surge in regional tourism and 
demand, which will give rise to 
positive feedback between die 
brands and regional consumption, 
according to Pan.

“The deep integration of laozi
hao with historical and cultural 
resources will help the brands fur
ther explore their value and

Driving consumption
With the development of the dig

ital economy, consumption of Chi- 
nachic goods — the trend of 
consuming domestic products —

6
The deep integration 
of laozihao with 
historical and 
cultural resources 
will help the brands 
further explore their 
value and enhance 
the global influence 
of Chinese culture 
while stimulating 
sales.”
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Laozihao seen as 
key to promoting 
culture, boosting 
consumption
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lies, Birgun estimated that about 5 
million people were displaced.

One significant influx occurred in 
Mersin, a city in the south with a 
population of nearly 2 million. It has 
received about 400,000 survivors, 
adding to the 237,466 Syrian refu
gees already living there.

A string of recent suicides among 
US sailors has raised questions about 
mental health issues in the Navy, 
particularly at a school that trains 
for nuclear operations.

In April 2022, three junior sailors 
committed suicide within six days 
of each other while serving on the 
aircraft carrier George Washington. 
Later that year, four more sailors 
died by suicide at the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Maintenance Center in 
Norfolk, Virginia, the Navy Times 
reported.

Five sailors and instructors at the 
Naval Nuclear Power Thaining Com
mand in Charleston, South Caro
lina, have taken their own lives since 
2018, with an additional 24 suicide 
attempts during that same period, 
according to a recent report by NBC. 

Some present and former sailors 

who trained there, along with fam
ily members of those who have died 
by suicide, told NBC News that the 
demands and stresses of their jobs 
have caused some to experience seri
ous mental health problems starting 
from their training and continuing 
long after graduation.

The Naval Nuclear Power Train
ing Command is a rigorous, nearly 
two-year training program to learn 
how to operate the nuclear reactors 
that power submarines and aircraft 
carriers. The program is “widely 
acknowledged as having the most 
demanding academic program in 
the US military”, the Navy says on 
its website.

To entice participants, monetary 
bonuses offered by the program are 
among the most substantial by the 
Navy, NBC News reported.

According to an NBC News 
analysis, which was based on data 

provided by the Navy, the training 
command had an average of 150 sui
cide attempts and 31 suicides per 
100,000 individuals from 2018 to 
2022. That rate is more than two 
times higher than the national sui
cide rate of 13.5 per 100,000 in 2020, 
as reported by the most recent fed
eral data available.

Captain Scott McGinnis, the com
manding officer of the Naval Nuclear 
Power Training Command, said in a 
statement to NBC that officials at the 
school “take every suicide very seri
ously and seek to learn from every 
one of these sad events”

“Our curriculum is rigorous, and 
the nature of our work is difficult, 
but our country’s national security 
depends on the performance of our 
aircraft carriers and submarines,” 
McGinnis said. “However, nothing 
is more important than our sailors’ 
health, especially mental health.”

Douglas Bainbridge, a former 
Electrician’s Mate First Class who 
taught at the Naval Nuclear Power 
Training Command from 2017 to 
2021, said people are “terrified” to 
admit they may be suffering from 
mental health issues because they 
fear they could lose a job they’ve 
invested years in. “No amount of 
counselors is going to address the 
underlying issue,” he told NBC News. 

Not just in die Navy, suicide deaths 
among service members have been 
a long-standing problem since the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq and 
have continued to rise steadily over 
the past few years.

A Department of Defense report 
shows that there were 287 suicides 
in 2017 among active-duty members 
in all branches of the military; 326 in 
2018; 348 in 2019; and 383 in 2020. 
The number of suicides dropped in 
2021 to 328, and 243 in 2022.

inhaling chemical irritants, 
according to John Balmes, a pro
fessor of medicine at the Univer
sity of California, San Francisco, 
and spokesman for the American 
Lung Association.

He said the severity depends on 
the volume of chemicals inhaled 
and whether people have preexist
ing conditions, such as asthma. 
Most people see their symptoms 
resolve within a few weeks to a 
couple of months, and long-term 
effects are unlikely except in high- 
risk patients.

Prospects for easing tensions 
between Israel and Palestine follow
ing a security summit of the two sides 
with Jordan, Egypt, and the United 
States have been dampened by set
tlers’ attacks in the occupied West 
Bank and remarks by Israeli officials. 

Four people died and more than 
100 were injured in renewed vio
lence after the five parties in Jordan 
said they were ready immediately to 
work to end unilateral measures for 
three to six months, something 
some Palestinian factions oppose.

In a joint communique of the Aqa
ba summit on Sunday, the Israeli and 
Palestinian sides affirmed their com
mitment to “all previous agreements 
between them” and the necessity of 
committing to de-escalation on the 
ground to prevent further violence. 

The five parties also recognized 
the importance of upholding the 
historic status quo at holy sites in 
Jerusalem, including the Al-Aqsa

r”
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“primarily on the consequences of 
the Israeli occupation” and “was 
driven by the concern of the Israeli 
government and Washington” 
regarding increased instances of 
Palestinian resistance, particularly 
in the West Bank.

“The root causes of the Palestini
an issue, such as the military occu
pation and the denial of basic rights 
to Palestinians, were not addressed,” 
Alakhras said.

“The Israeli government benefits 
from these measures as they shift 
the focus to security concerns and

By EDITH MUTETHYA
in Nairobi, Kenya 

edithmutethya@chinadaily.com.cn
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Mosque compound, “in word and 
practice”, emphasizing Jordan’s spe
cial role as custodian.

At the summit, Israeli delegates 
committed to ceasing talk of any 
new settlement units for four 
months and to stop authorizing any 
outposts for six months.

However, Belal Alakhras, a politi
cal analyst and Palestinian research
er at the University' of Malaya in 
Malaysia, said the summit, held 
under US auspices, provides “no 
effective solution to the situation in 
Palestine” and can “divert attention 
from the real issues currently feeing 
the Palestinians”

DinaYulianti Sulaeman, director of 
the Indonesia Center for Middle East 
Studies and lecturer in international 
relations at Padjadjaran University in 
Indonesia, said: “Ending the violence 
in Palestine can only be realized with 
one solution: giving the Palestinian 
people their right to independence. 

“I believe Israel’s promise to delay 
the construction of new settlement 
units for six months is only an

Symptoms reported
Apart from breathing issues, 

some residents have reported 
headaches, nausea and rashes, the 
report said. These can be symp
toms of chemical exposure, accord
ing to the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, which sta
tioned a team in East Palestine on 
Monday to interview residents and 
investigate potential health issues. 

On Friday, environmental activ
ist Erin Brockovich warned of long
term health and environmental 
dangers from chemicals.

“You want to be heard, but you’re 
going to be told it’s safe, you’re going 
to be told not to worry,” Brockovich 
said. “That’s just rubbish, because 
you’re going to worry. Communities 
want to be seen and heard.”

‘1 feel worse,” said Brooke Hof- 
meister, a mother of two young chil
dren who said she feared for their 
health. “The truth is pretty scary” 

ISTANBUL — The devastating 
earthquakes that hit southern 
Turkiye last month have caused 
major internal displacement, put
ting a significant strain on resour
ces in major cities.

Twin earthquakes on Feb 6 killed 
at least 44,374 people. They also left 
164,321 buildings either “collapsed, 
on the verge of collapse, or with 
severe structural damage” amount
ing to about 520,000 apartments, 
the Ministry of Environment and 
Urban Planning said.

Many survivors in the 10 provinces 
hit hardest have since left and moved 
to neighboring cities or large urban 
centers. The Disaster and Emergen
cy Management Authority has relo
cated 528,146 people in the past 
three weeks, but countless more 
have relocated by their own means. 

Local media Birgun reported that 
2.5 million cell phones active in the 
affected provinces the day before the 
quakes were detected in other cities a 
few days later. Factoring in the num
ber of phone-less children who 
would have also left with their femi-

do not bring about any substantial 
changes on the ground.”

On Sunday a Palestinian gunman 
killed two Israeli brothers, both resi
dents of the Jewish settlement of 
Har Bracha, in a drive-by attack 
near Hawara, south of the city of 
Nablus in the West Bank. A Palestin
ian man was later shot dead, and 
homes in Palestinian tillages were 
set on fire. On Monday suspected 
Palestinian gunmen killed an Israe
li-American motorist.

The Palestinian Red Crescent 
Society in the West Bank said more 
than 100 Palestinians were injured 
during clashes with Israeli soldiers 
and settlers.

Alakhras said: “The Aqaba summit 
has further weakened Palestinian 
national unity, as most Palestinian 
factions rejected it. To address the 
fundamental issue of occupation, 
positive involvement from relevant 
regional and international powers is 
needed, without relying on the biased 
role of the United States.

Persistence in repeating the same 
thing without taking any further 
action is unlikely to produce a result.”
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to the coastal province of Antalya, 
according to figures given by its gov
ernor, Ersin Yazici. With nearly 
75,000 people staying in hotels, 
motels, and other guest facilities, the 
popular destination is overcapacity. 

One major concern is education. 
Yazici said that they had identified 
12,000 school-aged children among 
the survivors and are figuring out 
how to incorporate them into the 
academic semester.

While there are no specific num
bers on migration to Turkiye’s three 
largest cities — Istanbul, Ankara 
and Izmir — all have taken in large 
numbers of survivors. According to 
experts, Ankara, the capital, which 
is in the center of the country, has 
taken in most of any Turkish city.

In addition to increased demand 
from newcomers, many people 
already residing in major urban 
centers have begun moving out of 
quake-prone districts to newer, saf
er buildings, which has seen rents 
skyrocket
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Belal Alakhras, political analyst 
and Palestinian researcher at
the University of Malaya in 
Malaysia 

attempt to buy time, considering 
that the escalation in the West Bank 
is troublesome for Israel.”

A day after the agreement was 
reached at the Aqaba summit, Israel’s 
Minister of Finance Bezalel Smotrich 
had said he refused to stop building 
settlements, Sulaeman said.

Building settlements by expelling 
Palestinians from their land and 
homes shows that what Israel is 
doing is “colonization” she said, and 
that “without stopping colonization, 
violence will continue”.

Hours after the summit, Israel’s 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said the approval and construction of 
new housing units in the Israeli set
tlements in the occupied West Bank 
“will continue according to the origi
nal planning and construction sched
ule, without any changes” Xinhua 
News Agency reported.

‘Social disaster’
Last week, organizations belong

ing to the Mersin Commodities 
Exchange released a statement call
ing on Ankara to provide aid. “The 
unplanned but unavoidable reloca
tion to Mersin in the wake of the dis
aster has strained the city’s 
resources, particularly with regard 
to infrastructure, shelter, and trans
portation, turning the migration 
wave into a social disaster,” they said. 

The statement requested that the 
central government factor in the 
influx of new arrivals when distrib
uting emergency relief and speed up 
projects to strengthen the city’s 
industrial, economic, and transpor
tation capacity.

Another 140,000 survivors flocked 

Call for clear policies
To transition effectively from 

consumer Africa to producer Afri
ca, he said governments must 
have clear policies, give tax incen
tives, and have measurable objec
tives in their development plans.

Habi Mahamadou, Niger’s min
ister for secondary and higher 
education, research and technolo
gy, said science, technology and 
innovation is a crosscutting theme 
that depends on policy frame
works, education and infrastruc
ture. “The biggest challenge of 
science, technology and innova
tion in Africa is the lack of human 
and technology capacity?’ he said. 

Mahamadou said that, despite 
the importance of science, tech
nology and innovation in achiev
ing the continent’s Agenda 2063 
and sustainable development 
goals for 2030, African govern
ments are still lagging behind in 
their commitments.

“Science, technology and inno
vation can only be accelerated by 
human capital infrastructure 
development,” he said.

Agreement disowned
Several Israeli cabinet ministers 

have also disowned the agreement, 
with Smotrich saying construction 
in the settlements will not halt, “not 
even for one day1:

Alakhras of the University of 
Malaya said the summit focused

Persistence in
repeating the same 
thing without taking 
any further action is 
unlikely to produce a 
result.”
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You want to be 
heard, but you’re 
going to be told it’s
safe, you’re going to 
be told not to worry.”

People on Sunday take belongings from their destroyed homes after an earthquake in Kahramanmaras, 
Turkiye. aziz karimov / getty images

EAST PALESTINE, Ohio - The 
removal of contaminated waste 
from the site of Ohio’s fiery train 
derailment has restarted amid res
idents’ concerns about their 
health.

The work restarted on Monday 
after it was temporarily halted 
due to concerns over how it was 
being shipped over the weekend, 
federal officials said.

Officials ordered the rail opera
tor Norfolk Southern to suspend 
shipments on Saturday to allow 
additional oversight measures. 
Some liquid and solid waste had 
already been taken to sites in 
Michigan and Texas.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency, or EPA, is getting close to 
having enough certified facilities 
to take all the waste from the site of 
the Feb 3 derailment in East Pales
tine, said Debra Shore, a regional 
EPA administrator.

About 6.8 million liters of liquid 
waste have been collected from the 
derailment site, according to the 
Ohio EPA.

Some of the remaining liquid 
waste will go to a facility in Vick
ery, Ohio, for disposal in an 
underground injection well. Solid 
waste is being shipped to inciner
ators in East Liverpool and Graf
ton, Ohio.

Federal and state officials have 
repeatedly said air testing inside 
hundreds of surrounding homes 
has failed to detect any concerning 
levels of contaminants. The state 
has also said the municipal drink
ing water system is safe.

Despite assurances, many resi
dents are worried about what they 
were exposed to and how it will 
impact the area.

NBC News reported that resi
dents and workers near the site 
have been diagnosed with bron
chitis and other conditions that 
doctors and nurses suspect are 
linked to chemical exposure.

Bronchitis is characterized by 
inflamed airways that often lead 
to coughing and wheezing. It is 
usually caused by a virus, but 
chemical bronchitis is caused by
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Leaders and experts have called 
on African countries to invest in 
research and development if the 
continent is to realize sustainable 
development, industrialization 
and economic diversification.

Experts who spoke at the fifth 
African Science, Technology and 
Innovation Forum held on Sun
day and Monday said many 
nations had underfunded 
research and development.

Antonio Pedro, acting execu
tive secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Africa, or ECA, 
said the allocation for R&D was 
just 0.5 percent of GDP in most 
African states. Many countries 
have fewer than 100 researchers 
per million inhabitants.

Pedro said investing in 
research and development would 
harness technology for a green, 
inclusive, and resilient Africa. 

‘To build on the innovative 
spirit, we need to strengthen the 
enabling environment through 
informed policies, increase 
investment in R&D, and harness 
the support of the private sector 
more effectively?’ he said.

Emma Theofelus, Namibia’s 
deputy minister of information 
and conununication technology, 
agreed that African countries 
should increase funding for 
R&D, particularly in science, 
technology and innovation.

Jean-Paul Adam, ECA director 
for technology, climate change 
and natural resources manage
ment, described science and 
technology as the catalysts of 
innovation. He said countries 
need to upscale what they are 
doing in these areas in the con
text of Africa.

“We must have human capital 
development linked to the diaspo
ra to transform innovation in Afri
ca and leverage the opportunity' 
provided by the African Continen
tal Free Trade Area,” Adam said.

Continuing violence raises doubts 
over peace prospects in Middle East to growth 

for Africa

- U -
*** A —
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Fire 
misery

The ministry cited John Sulli
van, a former US ambassador to 
Russia, as saying that “Russian 
troops plan to use chemical weap
ons in the special military opera
tion area”

Igor Kirillov, chief of radiation, 
chemical and biological defense 
troops of Russia’s armed forces, 
said: “We regard this information 
as the intention of the United 
States and their accomplices to 
carry out a provocation in Ukraine 
using toxic chemicals.” 

Russia “will identify and punish 
the true culprits” he said.

In Finland, a parliamentary 
debate aimed at accelerating the 
country’s application to join 
NATO was expected to begin on 
TUesday.

That was to coincide with a visit 
by NATO Secretary' General Jens 
Stoltenberg, who was due to meet 
Finland’s Prime Minister Sanna 
Marin and its President Sauli 
Niinisto. A final vote was expected 
on Wednesday.

— ’’-t’Tl

Hungarian Prime Minister Vik
tor Orban has voiced his support 
for China’s 12-point proposal for a 
political settlement in the Russia- 
Ukraine crisis issued on Friday, 
the one-year anniversary of the 
conflict.

In his opening speech at Parlia
ment’s spring session on Monday, 
Orban said “we need a cease-fire 
and the start of peace talks” 

“I see that most states support 
peace, and Hungary cannot iso
late itself from most of the world. 
... We consider China’s peace plan 
important, and we support it,” he 
told lawmakers.

Orban, who won a fourth con
secutive term in April and is the 
country’s longest-serving prime 
minister, said his government is 
concerned about the European 
Union’s efforts to arm Ukraine 
with tanks and possibly fighter 
jets. He warned that “the whole of 
Europe is sliding step by step 
toward a war ’

He called on the lawmakers to 
advocate for peace. “They want to 
drag us into this war, but I am call
ing on you not to yield to provoca
tion,” he said.

China’s peace proposal for 
Ukraine represents the “perspec
tive of a majority of the world’s 
population” which nominally sup
ports Ukrainian territorial integri
ty while wanting a cease-fire and 
an end to sanctions, Ian Bremmer, 
president of the Eurasia Group, a 
political risk consultancy in New 
York, tweeted on Friday.

Nathan Robinson, the New 
Orleans-based editor of Current 
Affairs magazine, said that the US 
claims “we follow Ukraine’s lead 
on terms for ending the war, but 
Ukraine gave a positive reaction to 
China’s peace plan while the US 
dismissed it” “US would prefer 
continuation of the conflict over a 
peace brokered by China,” he said 
in a tweet on Friday.

Georgi Gotev, a former Bulgari
an diplomat, and now senior edi
tor of the Euractiv news website, 
wrote Monday that “if Ukraine 
and Russia are to end up at the 
negotiating table, China could 
indeed be a precious partner”.

“It is also in the EU’s interest if 
China could succeed, sometime 
soon, in bringing together inter
locutors who would never sit at 
the same table in other circum
stances,” he wrote in a newsletter’ 
on China’s proposal.

Avoiding hard border
After the UK left the EU in 2020 

politicians said they wanted to avoid 
a so-called hard border by, in effect, 
creating a new border for trade 
between the British mainland and 
Ireland. Unionists said that created 
a kind of united Ireland.

Sunak insisted on Tuesday that 
the Windsor Framework can deliv
er “smooth-flowing trade” as well 
as “protect Northern Ireland’s 
place in our union and safeguard 
sovereignty for the people of North
ern Ireland”

Items sent from the British main
land to Northern Ireland will travel 
through a “green lane” and not be 
checked, he said. Items destined to 
continue on into the EU will be sent 
through a “red lane” and checked.

Sunak said that, as a result, 
Northern Ireland will only have to 
follow about 3 percent of EU laws. 
Its devolved government, the 
Northern Ireland Assembly, will be 
able to block EU laws it does not 
like, he said.

“In practical terms, something 
that is important to people in North
ern Ireland is not having a border 
between Northern Ireland and the 
republic. I think that’s important to 
everybody?’ he told the BBC.

United States President Joe Bid
en, a strong critic of the previous 
deal, hailed the new framework as 
an “essential step” in “ensuring that 
hard-earned peace and progress ... 
is preserved and strengthened”.

He has said in the past he will not 
talk to London about a US-UK trade 
deal without a functioning devolved 
power-sharing government in
Northern Ireland, something that 
looks more likely now than it has for 
some time.

F
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Orban has expressed his opposi
tion to arms supplies, escalation 
and sanctions, posting on TWitter: 
“If the #RussiaUkraineWar goes 
on, more and more people rail die. 
If the war goes on, the threat of 
hyperinflation and economic tur
moil rail continue to haunt us. If 
the war goes on, it can spread 
around the world. The solution: 
if ceasefire «PeaceTalks.”

His positive response to China’s 
position stands in contrast to 
comments from leaders of the 
United States, NATO and the 
European Union, who cast doubt 
on the proposal.

“We also discussed the continu
ation and effectiveness of sanc
tions on the supply of high-tech 
items to be used in the military 
sphere of Russia,” Shmyhal said.

A year after the outbreak of hos
tilities in Ukraine, all of Russia’s 
critically important banks, with 
the exception of organizations 
with foreign capital, have in some 
way been sanctioned. The most 
recent sanctions include restric
tions on three Russian financial 
institutions, Alfa-Bank, Tinkoff 
Bank and Rosbank.

The Russian newspaper Kom
mersant quoted Artyom Kasumy- 
an, a lawyer, as saying that new 
restrictions do not look so bad 
against the backdrop of a year of 
sanctions pressure.

“The EU discussed the 10th 
package of sanctions for so long 
that everyone knew ahead of time 
who would be sanctioned. Banks 
had plenty of time to prepare.”

Russia’s Defense Ministry 
alleged on Tuesday that the US is 
planning a provocation in 
Ukraine using toxic chemicals.

British Prime Minister Rishi Sun
ak traveled to Northern Ireland on 
Thesday to sell his revised post
Brexit trade deal with the EU, as he 
aims to resolve issues stoking sec
tarian tensions in the country.

Brussels lias agreed to the pro
posed deal, known as the Windsor 
Framework, but it still needs the back
ing of the UK Parliament Many law
makers have said they will wait to see 
what people in Northern Ireland say 
before deciding whether to support it 

The Windsor Framework, if 
approved, will replace the Northern 
Ireland Protocol negotiated by former 
prime minister Boris Johnson when 
the country left the European Union. 

That deal proved to be deeply 
unpopular with many in Northern 
Ireland, as it slowed trade, created 
shortages, and triggered a boycott of 
the country’s devolved government 
by unionist politicians.

Sunak called the new deal a deci
sive breakthrough and told North
ern Ireland business leaders and 
politicians that it solves the prob
lems they had with the protocol.

European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen said it could 
mark the start of a stronger EU-UK 
relationship.

Some members of the UK’s ruling 
Conservative Party who strongly 
criticized the Northern Ireland Pro
tocol have backed the new deal.

Northern Ireland Office Minister 
Steve Baker said Sunak had “pulled a 
blinder” He told the BBC that the 
framework “should be good enough 
for any reasonable unionists’? refer
ring to those in Northern Ireland who 
want to remain part of the UK, the 
group most opposed to the protocol. 

The Democratic Unionist Party, 
Northern Ireland’s largest unionist 
group, acknowledged the frame
work made “significant progress” 
on the protocol but held off on fully 
supporting it until its lawyers had 
analyzed the small print.

The party dislikes the protocol 
because it treats the country differ
ently to the rest of the union, as if it 
were still part of the EU, something 
that was done to avoid the reesta
blishment of a hard border between 
Northern Ireland, which is part of

the UK, and the Republic of Ireland, 
which is part of the EU.

The border lias been a flashpoint 
for sectarian violence between 
unionists and those wanting North
ern Ireland to become part of a unit
ed Ireland, known as republicans.

When both the UK and the 
Republic of Ireland were members 
of the EU, sectarian tension eased, 
in part because customs arrange
ments on both sides of the border 
were the same, and people and 
goods could move freely.

JAPAN

Lower house approves 
record $836b budget
Japan’s lower house of parliament on 
Thesday approved a record 114.38 
trillion yen ($836 billion) budget for 
the fiscal year 2023, with record allo
cations for social security costs while 
controversial defense spending has 
been factored in despite the country’s 
grim fiscal health. The government’s 
budget includes 6.82 trillion yen in 
defense spending. This is part of the 
government’s plans to bolster its 
defensive capabilities, with the 
broader five-year plan drawing 
staunch criticism from the public, 
opposition parties and scholars. After 
passing the lower house, the budget 
will automatically come into effect 30 
days after deliberations begin in the 
upper chamber of parliament.

UNITED STATES 
Tesla, Musk sued over 
self-drive safety claim 
Tesla and its Chief Executive Elon 
Musk were sued on Monday by 
shareholders who accused them of 
overstating the effectiveness and 
safety of their electric vehicles’ auto
pilot and full self-driving technolo
gies. In a proposed class action filed 
in San Francisco federal court, share
holders said Tesla defrauded them 
over four years with false and mis
leading statements that concealed 
how its technologies, suspected as a 
possible cause of multiple fatal crash
es, “created a serious risk of accident 
and injury” The National Highway 
TYaffic Safety Administration began 
investigating the technologies.

* JW

BARCELONA, Spain — A political 
expert in Spain says he is “increas
ingly convinced” the Nord Stream 
pipeline blast was caused by the US, 
with the aim to break Germany’s 
dependence on Russian gas.

Josep Puigsech, an expert on Rus
sian affairs and professor of contem
porary history at Barcelona’s 
Autonomous University, said the 
incident last September dealt a 
severe blow to Moscow and to its 
relationship with Western Europe. 

“As there’s a clear profit to be 
made by the United States and at 
the same time a strengthening of its 
geopolitical influence over Germa
ny, and given the international 
dimension of the conflict, I’m 
increasingly convinced this was an 
action by the US,” he told Xinhua 
News Agency on Monday.

“There were NATO operations in 
the Baltic in 2022 and a few months 
later this incident happened, so the 
general perception is that this was 
an action most likely had something 
to do with the NATO maneuvers 
rather than with the Russian Feder
ation,” he said, referring to initial 
reports that Moscow was responsi
ble for the incident.

The consequences of the incident 
are long-term, as it increased Ger
many’s dependence on the US and 
forced Russia’s energy out of 
Europe, Puigsech said.

After leaks were reported in the 
Nord Stream pipelines, Sweden and 
Denmark, in whose jurisdiction the 
leaks occurred, said the pipelines 
had been deliberately sabotaged, 
although they did not say who was 
responsible.

Since then, speculation that the 
US may have been behind the explo
sions has grown, culminating this 
month in a report by' Pulitzer Prize
winning investigative journalist 
Seymour Hersh, who alleged that 
the bombing was carried out on the 
orders of the White House.

The Joe Biden administration has 
denied the allegations, but Puigsech 
said he believes the US had the most 
to gain from the destruction of the 
pipelines, arguing that one of the 
most important benefits to the US 
was that it could sell natural gas 
from fracking to Germany.

An article published on Saturday 
on the Modern Diplomacy website, 
which cited former Indian diplomat 
M.K. Bhadrakumar, said Norway 
had been attracted to the sabotage 
project “like a fly to the honeypot” as 
it stood to gain financially if it 
helped the US military destroy the 
Nord Stream pipeline and replace 
Russia as Germany’s principal 
source of piped natural gas.

Hersh also told German newspa
per Berliner Zeitung that Norway 
was particularly interested in pull
ing off the plot, according to the 
article.

At a joint news conference with 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in 
August 2022, Norwegian Prime 
Minister Jonas Gahr Store claimed 
that “Norway delivers as much gas 
as possible to Germany”, he noted. 

“Of course, what he didn’t tell 
Scholz was that Norway was about 
to execute a project to transform 
Germany, Europe’s largest consumer 
of natural gas,” added Bhadrakumar.

Trade agreement seen as breakthrough 
after Brexit despite issues remaining

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak (left) and European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen shake hands after a news conference 
in England on Monday, dan kitwood via associated press

A woman, 90, sits in 
her burned house on 
Monday as residents 
search for household 
belongings after a fire 
in the Korail Slum 
area of the 
Bangladeshi capital, 
Dhaka, on Sunday. 
As many as 60 
houses were caught 
in the fire, and the 
extent of damage 
was still being 
determined, local 
media reported. 
SYED MAHAMUDUR RAHMAN 

/ GETTY IMAGES
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People work on a tram in Mariupol, Donetsk, on Monday. Tram 
services in the city are to resume on May 1. sergey baturin / sputnik

‘Good’ efforts
French President Emmanuel 

Macron has also welcomed the 
proposal.

“I think the fact that China is 
engaging in peace efforts is good. I 
myself will go to China in early 
April,” he said on Saturday.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky has said he agrees with 
some points in die Chinese propos
al, while the Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said on Monday 
that “any attempts to develop plans 
that will help transfer the conflict 
to a peaceful course deserve atten
tion”

The US Treasury Secretary Jan
et Yellen has paid a surprise visit 
to Kyiv to reaffirm support for 
Ukraine, and has committed to 
providing more than $10 billion in 
budget support by September.

Yellen met President Volodym
yr Zelensky, Finance Minister Ser- 
hiy Marchenko and other key 
government officials on Monday, 
and reiterated assurances Presi
dent Joe Biden delivered in Kyiv 
on Feb 20.

“America will stand with 
Ukraine as long as it takes,” Yellen, 
flanked by sandbags at the cabi
net ministers’ office, told 
Ukraine’s Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal in a trip also aimed at 
shoring up support in the US for 
continued aid.

In a private meeting with Zelen
sky late in the afternoon, Yellen 
commended him “for his leader
ship and resolve in the face of Rus
sia’s illegal and unprovoked war”.

She welcomed Zelensky’s 
actions to strengthen governance 
and tackle corruption, actions she 
said were needed to ensure that 
US economic aid is spent respon
sibly. She reiterated the message 
when she met Marchenko.

Shmyhal said after talks with 
Yellen that the country’s budget 
deficit this year is forecast to be 
$38 billion, and the US is commit
ting to providing more than $10 
billion in budget support by Sep
tember.

A new platform is being intro
duced to help coordinate the work 
of the G7 countries and interna
tional financial organizations, 
including the International Mone
tary Fund and the World Bank, 
with regard to financial support 
for Ukraine, Shmyhal said.

He and Yellen also discussed the 
impact of sanctions on the Rus
sian budget.
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As an economist, Li was one 
of China’s earliest policy advo
cates for economic reform, and 
is respected for being a leading 
voice for advocating State- 
owned enterprise reform, his 
advocacy for better leveraging 
the role of China’s private busi
nesses and his help in establish
ing China’s stock market in the 
early 1990s.

During the preliminary 
phase when China’s market- 
oriented economic reform took 
early shape in the 1980s, Li was 
among the first to put forward 
the idea of introducing a joint- 
stock shareholding system to 
rev up the economy and solve 
pressing employment issues at 
the time.

In the late 1990s, he led the 
drafting of China’s first version 
of the Securities Law and was a 
major advisor for its subse
quent revisions.

According to a previous report 
by China’s Caijing Magazine, Li 
summarized his major achieve
ments in participating in China’s 
policymaking on four fronts: 
participating in legislation, pro
moting reform of China’s stock 
market, poverty alleviation and 
encouraging growth of private 
business.

“It falls on our generation to 
make scholarly contributions to 
China’s reform agenda and the 
wider, ambitious modernization 
drive,” Li said during an earlier 
interview with Caijing.

According to public informa
tion, Li was born in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu province. He graduat
ed from the department of eco
nomics at Peking University in 
1955 and stayed at the universi
ty as a teacher. His major field 
of research included compara
tive economic history, China’s 
macroeconomic issues and 
socialist political economy.

In 2018, when celebrating the 
40th anniversary of China’s 
reform and opening-up, Li — as 
an active advocate of economic 
system reform — was among 
100 figures awarded “reform 
pioneer” medals.

the widest variety of commodities
— one that is bound to attract the 
largest number of buyers, sellers 
and visitors from all over the 
world,” he said.

According to Harisharan Puda- 
saini, consul general of Nepal in 
Guangzhou, government delega
tions from Nepal and business 
communities based in both Nepal 
and China have attended the Can
ton Fair for years.

“We have worked closely with 
the fair’s organizing committee to 
promote the fair in Nepal and Chi
na, which is the most prominent 
platform to develop relations for 
international trade, exchange of 
technology, tourism and other 
industries,” said Pudasaini.

The fair’s exhibition structure 
will be optimized this year, with 
three new categories to be included
— industrial automation and intel
ligent manufacturing, new energy 
and smart vehicles, and maternal 
and baby products.

Additionally, three new zones for 
intelligent life, silver economy, 
detection reagents and pandemic 
protective equipment will be set 
up, according to the fair’s organiz
ing committee.

Li Yining, a pioneering econo
mist renowned for his contribu
tions to China’s economic 
reform, passed away on Monday 
night in Beijing at the age of 92, a 
statement on the official website 
of Peking University said late on 
Monday.

Hie revered economist, who 
was a senior professor at PKU and 
honorary dean of its Guanghua 
School of Management, passed 
away at Peking Union Medical 
College Hospital at 7:31 pm on 
Monday, die statement said.

Li was also a member of the 
Communist Party of China, and 
a former member of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference’s National Commit
tee. His passing away is being 
widely mourned, particularly by 
those familiar with his contri
butions to China’s economic 
reforms.

education, medical services, trans
portation and energy sectors, said 
die plan.

The plan also stated the construc
tion of a digital China will be includ
ed in the assessment and evaluation 
of government officials. Efforts will 
also be made to guarantee capital 
input, as well as encourage and 
guide capital to participate in the 
country’s digital development in a 
standardized manner.

Chen Duan, director of die Digital 
Economy Integration Innovation 
Development Center at die Central 
University of Finance and Economics, 
said, “Against the backdrop of an 
increasingly complicated internation
al situation and geopolitical tensions, 
stepping up digital infrastructure 
construction is of great significance to 
bolster industrial upgrade and foster 
new growth drivers.”

The plan sets clear direction for 
China’s digital development in the 
future, and will drive local authori
ties to actively participate in the 
construction of a digital China 
under the guidance of new incen
tives, Chen said.

The scale of China’s digital econo
my reached 45.5 trillion yuan ($6.6 
trillion) in 2021, ranking second in die 
world and accounting for 39.8 per
cent of the country’s GDP, according 
to a white paper released by the China 
Academy of Information and Com
munications Technology.

Yin Limei, director of the digital 
economy research office, which is 
part of die National Industrial Infor
mation Security Development 
Research Center, said more efforts 
should be made to strengthen the 
enterprises’ prominent role in tech
nological innovation, make break- 
tiiroughs in die integrated circuits 
sector, and cultivate a batch of high- 
tech enterprises with global competi
tiveness.

' 1

ship agreement with the China 
Foreign Trade Center in 2021, the 
American Chamber of Commerce 
in South China will continue to 
work closely with the center to 
help companies from the US 
exhibit and sell their products 
throughout China and at the Can
ton Fair, according to Harley 
Seyedin, president of the chamber. 

“The Canton Fair is very crucial 
to US-China business relations as it 
enables the American buyer of any 
size to visit and purchase commod
ities for sale within their opera
tions,” he said.

Members of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in South 
China account for nearly 40 per
cent of all US-China business, trade 
and investments. China’s trade 
with the US hit a record $690.6 bil
lion in 2022, Seyedin said.

Following China’s COVID-19 pol
icy adjustments, there has been a 
sharp rebound in economic activi
ty, with demand for business, trade 
and investment also increasing, 
Seyedin added.

“With tiie resumption of offline 
exhibitions this year, we expect to 
see the grandest Canton Fail' that 
occupies the largest area and offers 

China conducts
central bank bills swap 
The People’s Bank of China, the coun
try’s central bank, conducted a bills 
swap operation on Tuesday to 
improve the liquidity of perpetual 
bonds. Hie swap, valued at 5 billion 
yuan ($719.2 million), is open to pri
mary dealers for bidding at a fixed 
rate of 0.1 percent, the central bank 
said in a statement. The swap will be 
due on May 28, according to the state
ment. The move allows dealers to 
swap the perpetual bonds they hold 
for central bank bills, which will boost 
market demand for perpetual bonds 
but have a neutral impact on liquidity 
in the banking system.

RMB strengthens
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chinese 
currency renminbi, or the yuan, 
strengthened 53 pips to 6.9519 
against the US dollar on Tuesday, 
said the China Foreign Exchange
Hade System. In China’s spot foreign 
exchange market, the yuan is allowed 
to rise or fall by 2 percent from the 
central parity rate each trading day.

Experts: Guideline sharpens focus on 
high-tech as a means to global edge

Reduced energy7 consumption 
and rapid development of renewa
bles helped accelerate China’s 
transition to a green and low-car
bon economy last year, the Nation
al Bureau of Statistics said in a 
report on Tuesday.

Energy consumption per 10,000 
yuan ($1,441) of GDP decreased by' 
0.1 percent in 2022 compared to
2021. Power generated from clean 
energies, including hydropower, 
nuclear power, wand pow'er and 
solar power, reached 2.96 trillion 
kilowatt-hours in 2022, up 8.5 per
cent year-on-year, the NBS said.

Sheng Laiyun, deputy head of 
the NBS, said in a written com
ment published on the bureau’s 
official website, that China has 
actively and steadily promoted the 
w'ork of peaking carbon emissions 
and achieving carbon neutrality 
last year, besides accelerating the 
green transformation of indus
tries’ development. The country 
also continuously improved its 
ecology and environment. Efforts 
were also made to reduce energy 
consumption and control emis
sions.

Data from the National Energy' 
Administration showed that in
2022, China’s wind and photovol
taic power generation exceeded 1 
trillion kWh for the first time, 
reaching 1.19 trillion kWh, an 
increase of 2073 billion kWh com
pared to 2021 or a yearly increase 
of 21 percent.

At a recent news conference, 
Wang Dapeng, deputy' head of the 
new energy and renew'able energy 
bureau of the NEA, said that as the 
proportion of new energy in the 
overall energy mix continues to 
increase, it is necessary to pay' 
more attention to the consump
tion of electricity generated from 
renewables, in order to promote 
the high-quality development of 
new energies.

Wang also said China is pushing 
to amend relevant laws and regu
lations, further improve the green 
electricity certificate system to 
support renewable energy devel
opment, and establish a mecha-

China’s latest efforts to promote 
the country's digital development 
are expected to lay a solid founda
tion for long-term economic growth, 
bolster digital transformation and 
upgrade of industries, and enhance 
the country’s core global competi
tiveness, industry experts said.

In recent years, China has been 
accelerating the construction of dig
ital infrastructure and a data resour
ces system, they noted.

They made their comments after 
reviewing a related guideline that 
was jointly released by the Commu
nist Party of China Central Commit
tee and the State Council, China’s 
Cabinet, on Monday.

The guideline stated that building 
a digital China is important for the 
advancement of Chinese moderni
zation in the digital era. A digital 
China, it said, will provide solid sup
port for the development of the 
country’s new competitive edge.

Important progress will be made 
in the construction of a digital China 
by 2025, with effective interconnec
tivity in digital infrastructure, a sig
nificantly improved digital economy, 
and major breakthroughs achieved 
in digital technology innovation, 
according to the plan.

By 2035, China will be at the glob
al forefront of digital development, 
and its digital progress in certain 
aspects of economy, politics, culture, 
society and ecology will be more 
coordinated and sufficient, the plan 
said.

“The country’s latest move to 
build a digital China will not only 
inject strong impetus into the high-

A robotic arm is in use on the production line of a carmaker in Xi’an, Shaanxi province. 
YUAN JINGZHI / FOR CHINA DAILY

quality development of the digital 
economy, but also bring about new 
business opportunities to compa
nies engaged in fields like telecom
munication, computing power, 
digital government affairs, and 
information technology applica
tions,” said Pan Helin, co-director of 
tiie Digital Economy and Financial 
Innovation Research Center at Zhe
jiang University’s International 
Business School.

According to him, the guideline is 
comprehensive and sets a clear direc
tion for the country’s digital transfor
mation in the coming years. 
Emerging digital technologies repre
sented by 5G, big data and Al have 
played a critical role in enhancing 
operational efficiency, cutting costs 
and speeding up digital and intelli
gent upgrades in enterprises amid 
economic downward pressure, he 
said.

China built 887,000 new 5G base 
stations last year, and the total num
ber of 5G stations reached 2.31 mil
lion, accounting for more than 60 
percent of the world’s total, data 
from the Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology showed.

On Tuesday, digital economy-relat
ed stocks rose sharply in the A-share 
market, with shares of software 
developer Shenzhen Hezhong Infor
mation Technology Co Ltd and opti
cal communication company 
Nanjing Huamai Technology Co Ltd 
surging by the daily limit of 10 per
cent.

China will strive to promote the 
in-depth integration of digital tech
nologies and the real economy, and 
accelerate the application of digital 
technologies in key areas including 
agriculture, manufacturing, finance, 

nism to guarantee consumption of 
power generated from new ener
gies based on the green certificate 
system to reduce wastage of elec
tricity.

Green power certificates are the 
“electronic ID cards” for the green 
electricity generated by renewable 
energy companies. They are used 
to calculate and verify new energy 
power generation and use. Each 
green power certificate represents 
an amount of 1,000 kWh of elec
tricity generated from renewables 
that has been connected to tiie 
grid and consumed.

Use of renewable energy in the 
industrial, transportation and 
construction sectors will be pro
moted. The layout of pumped 
storage hydroelectricity facili
ties will be optimized, Wang 
said.

Jing Chunmei, director of scien
tific research and information at 
the China Center for International 
Economic Exchanges, said that 
accelerating the development of a 
network that integrates wind, solar 
and coal-fired power with power 
storage and hydrogen power is of 
vital importance to support new 
energy development and coordi
nate economic development with 
low-carbon transformation. 

“To establish tiie network, more 
efforts are needed to cope with any 
potential problems arising from 
transmission and consumption of 
power generated from new ener
gies. This can be done through 
measures such as smart grids, vir
tual power plants and power stor
age systems,” she said.

“Differing from fossil fuels, pow
er generated from new energies 
has higher requirements for the 
safe and stable operation of power 
systems. That is because most new 
energies are intermittent resour
ces, which undergo sudden or ran
dom fluctuations. This makes it 
difficult to realize stable and 
steady power generation. In addi
tion, it presents challenges to grid 
stability, such as voltage fluctua
tions, during power transmission,” 
said Lin Boqiang, head of the Chi
na Institute for Studies in Energy 
Policy at Xiamen University in 
Fujian province.

Li Yining,

pioneering economist
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Businesses and government 
organizations are increasingly con
fident of boosting trade and com
mercial activities during the 
upcoming China Import and 
Export Fair, as the trade event is 
scheduled to fully resume its offline 
activities in April.

The trade event, widely known 
as the Canton Fair, will resume 
physical exhibitions after three 
years of COVID-19 prevention and 
control measures, setting off a new 
chapter in China’s global trade, 
said Chu Shijia, director of the Chi
na Foreign Trade Center.

The fair will include a venue 
expansion for the first time, with the 
accumulated exhibition area 
increased from 1.18 million square 
meters to 1.5 million square meters. 

‘The latest progress of industrial 
development and technological 
advancement will be displayed to 
present the best of China’s manu
facturing to global buyers,” Chu 
said during a news conference to 
promote the fair on Monday in 
Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong 
province.

on our 
genera
tion to 
make scholarly 
contributions to 
China’s reform 
agenda and the 
wider, ambitious 
modernization 
drive.”

By ZHANG YUE

zhangyue@chinadaily.com.cn
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spurring economy

Resumption of the fair’s offline 
exhibitions after three years of 
COVID-19 measures could help 
boost the recovery and develop
ment of China and the global econ
omy, said Zou Yu, a public relations 
manager with Lotus, a retail brand 
under Charoen Pokphand Group, 
which has more than 100 stores in 
the Chinese mainland, carrying out 
omnichannel sales.

“We participate in the Canton 
Fair each year and select many 
high-quality products as it is a com
prehensive international trade 
event with the largest scale in 
terms of both exhibitions and 
transactions,” Zou said.

Goods selected from the fair — 
for example, olive oil from Italy, 
oatmeal from New Zealand, red 
wine from Chile, figs and dried 
apricots from Tirkiye, avocados 
from Mexico and rice and condi
ments from Thailand — have 
become popular items among Chi
nese customers, Zou said.

“We will continue to partici
pate in the upcoming spring ses
sion of the Canton Fair and 
believe we will have more gains,” 
Zou added.

Having signed a global partner
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Fall in use, renewables 
power green energy push
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Visitors check out Nestle products during the fifth China International Import Expo in Shanghai in November, provided to china daily

Nestle expands efforts as consumption recovers

Carriers flying more planes to tap demand surge

Tech-fueled economic momentum delivers solid rebound

XINHUA
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“The growth in international busi
ness personnel exchanges and the 
growing international travel demand 
from tourists and students will con
tribute to recovery’ Shang said.

Zhou Xuhui, vice-president of
State-owned shipbuilder GSI 

growth rate for high-tech manufac
turing was 22.2 percent and the rate 
for high-tech services was 12.1 per
cent

Another Tianjin-based company, 
TCL Zhonghuan Semiconductor Co 
Ltd, is working on its new project, 
producing a solar ultra-thin single 
wafer of 25 GW used for the transfor
mation of light into electricity Zhang 
Xue nan, deputy chief engineer of the 
company, told Xinhua that once in 
full operation, the project could gen
erate a revenue of billions of yuan 
and create thousands of jobs. 

“This project is another example 
of China’s economic growth 

expected to further increase,” said 
Shang Kejia, deputy director of 
the transport department of the 
Civil Aviation Administration of 
China.

nese economy after the country 
relaxed its COVID-19 restrictions 
late last year.

According to statistics by the Chi
na Association of Automobile Man
ufacturers, in 2022, output and sales 
of new energy vehicles in China 
were 7.06 million and 6.89 million 
units, up 96.9 percent and 93.4 per
cent, respectively.

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has lifted its forecast for Chi
na’s economic growth this year to 
5.2 percent from a previous predic
tion of 4.4 percent.

Suppliers for Lishen are mostly 
domestic companies. Last May, 

By WANG ZHUOQIONG

wangzhuoqiong@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHU WENQ1AN

zhuwenqian@chinadaily.com.cn

batteries for the Dongfeng Motor 
Corp four years ago, delivering 
about 53,000 sets by the end of 
last year. In 2023, however, it is 
estimated that 45,000 sets will be 
supplied.

“We didn’t stop working even dur
ing the Spring Festival holiday,” said 
Zhao Xiaojun, deputy head of Li- 
shen’s power battery manufacturing 
department.

“Now that we are no longer wor
ried about order shortages, we fear 
that we can’t complete the orders on 
time.”

Lishen is just one of the examples 
that show the resilience of the Chi

3

Guangzhou Shipyard Interna
tional Co Ltd, a unit of State-owned 
China State Shipbuilding Corp, said 
on Tuesday that it has completed 
building work for the double-ended 
roll-on roll-off hybrid passenger 
ship for buyer P&O Ferries in die 
United Kingdom.

The deluxe cruise ship will leave 
Guangzhou for Europe within the 
week, the shipbuilder said.

Apart from traditional fossil fuels, 
the hybrid ship will be powered by 
large-capacity batteries, and mainly 
sail between the Port of Dover in the 
UK and the Port of Calais in France. 

The ro-ro passenger ships built by 
GSI have reached customers in 
many nations and are seen on 
waters including the Mediterranean 
Sea, Baltic Sea, South China Sea and 
Bohai Bay, said Chen Zhongqian, 
chairman of the Shanghai-listed 
company.

“And now, die ships we built will 
soon sail across the English Chan
nel,” Chen said at a ceremony held in 
his shipyard in Guangzhou, Guang
dong province, on Tuesday.

“As a major ro-ro passenger ship
builder in China, we have seen sound 
performance in bodi ship delivery 
and shipbuilding orders,” Chen said. 

The hybrid cruise ship built by 
GSI, which is designed to be both 
cost-effective and environmentally 
friendly, will provide its passengers 
with a full sense of the future and 
technology, he said.

“The ship is the first fruitful result 
of the cooperation and joint devel
opment between China and the UK 
in the field of passenger ferries and 
helps lay a solid foundation for fur
ther expansion of ties between the 
two time-honored companies,” 
Chen added.

Ross Barrett, a director of P&O 
Ferries, said he was happy to see the 
“great ship” soon set sail for its desti-

when consignments were hindered 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, local 
authorities in Tianjin helped to 
arrange for closed-loop delivery to 
ensure production in Lishen. 

“If we stop our production, the 
loss per day would be as much as 30 
million yuan ($4.32 million),” said 
Zhao.

In 2022, despite die pandemic, 
the revenue of power batteries in 
Lishen soared by 76 percent.

According to China’s State Coun
cil Information Office, last year’s 
investment in high-tech industries 
witnessed rapid growth, up 18.9 per
cent from the previous year. The 

Double-ended hybrid passenger vessel 
to offer services between UK and France

posted high single-digit growth, led 
by Nescafe instant and ready-to- 
drink coffee.

In the confectionery category, Hsu 
Fu Chi reported high single-digit 
growth, helped by innovation includ
ing the launch of savory snacks. Culi
nary recorded mid-single-digit 
growth, helped by increased distri
bution and innoration. Sales in Puri
na PetCare grew at a double-digit 
rate, with strong growth in specialty 
channels and e-commerce.

Zhang said this year the compa
ny will continue to drive more 
efforts on premiumization and 
health-related products while 
developing major categories with 
plans to roll out more than 200 new 
products.

The company is leveraging its 
internal strict food safety and qual
ity procedures to speed up the “idea 
to launch” process to meet the 
changing demands of local con
sumers, said the executive.

On high-end products, the CEO 
said, in the world’s fastest-growing 
food and beverage market, it is vital 
to provide Chinese consumers with 
high-quality products that are safe, 
healthy and relevant.

Coffee is considered a develop
ing sector for Nestle China, with 
the main focus on growing market 
share, said Zhang. Petcare, adding 
health science and infant nutri
tion are priorities on his work 
agenda.

Jason Yu, general manager of 
Kantar Worldpanel China, agreed 
with Nestle’s direction, saying that 
Chinese consumers’ aspirations for 
health and well-being remain 
strong. “Although consumers are 
more rational about their brand 
choices when it comes to consump-

TIANJIN — In a science and tech
nology park in North China’s Tian
jin municipality, dozens of 
mechanical arms move along a pro
duction line while busy robots car
rying components weave about

Each day more than 2,000 sets of 
power batteries are churned out, 
which are used for nearly 200 elec
tric vehicles.

The scene is a sharp contrast to 
three years ago when production of 
the line was intermittently suspend
ed in the Tianjin Lishen Battery 
Joint-Stock Co Ltd factory due to 
order shortages.

Lishen started providing power 

r
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UAE-based earner Emirates will 
further ramp up its operations in 
China to satisfy surging travel 
demand after China optimized its 
COVID-19 measures, aiming to 
resume flight capacity in China to 
the level seen in 2019 by the end of 
this year, the airline said.

On March 15, Emirates will 
resume daily direct flights 
between Dubai and Beijing, using 
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft. The 
company has begun the process of 
hiring more ground staff at Beijing 
Capital International Airport and 
more sales employees at its Beijing 
office, which will bring Emirates’ 
operations in China to 21 weekly 
flights.

In January, Emirates resumed its 
twice-weekly service that connects 
Shanghai and Dubai. The airline will

Jason Yu, general manager of
Kantar Worldpanel China 

increase the frequency of daily non
stop service from Wednesday. Emir
ates began operating nonstop flights 
between Guangzhou, Guangdong 
province, and Dubai from Feb 1. 

“The occupancy rates of flights 
that connect Dubai and Shanghai 
have been satisfactory and sales of 
inbound flights to China have been 
booming. The China market has 
resumed 50 percent to 60 percent of 
volume compared with the period 
before the pandemic,” said Adam Li, 
vice-president of Emirates’ China 
unit

“After China reopened its borders, 
the number of tourists who took 
flights from China grew rapidly, 
accounting for 40 percent to 50 per
cent of all passengers. The rest of the 
passengers are mainly business 
travelers and government officials,” 
Li said.

Following the pandemic, Emi
rates has upgraded in-flight meals

province and Hong Kong, providing 
more choices for leisure and busi
ness travelers in Hainan traveling to 
and from Hong Kong and via Hong 
Kong to other parts of the world. 
This will be the 15 th route that Cat
hay Pacific resumed on the Chinese 
mainland.

Tianjin Airlines said starting 
March 24, it will resume flights that 
connect Tianjin, Zhengzhou in He
nan province with Sydney, which 
will become the first intercontinen
tal regular route resumed by the air
line. It is of great significance to 
support daily business, tourism and 
cargo transportation between Chi
na and Australia, Tianjin Airlines 
said.

“After China’s air travel market 
enters its new flying season in late 
March, the capacities of carriers, 
especially foreign carriers, will 
gradually adjust. The number of 
international flights available is

An Emirates aircraft takes off from Guangzhou Baiyun International
Airport in Guangdong province in July, provided to china daily

nations and start operating in the 
English Channel.

The ship does not need to turn 
around when entering and leaving 
ports, as tiie ship includes two pilot
houses at both the bow and the 
stern, with the same operating 
equipment. The crews can navigate 
the ship using both pilothouses.

A total of 1,160 large-scale batter
ies are set up in four rooms on 
board, and the capacity of the bat
teries reaches 8.8 megawatt-hours. 

Equipped with entertainment 
and dining venues such as bars, res
taurants and gyms, the ship is 230.5 
meters long and 30.8 meters wide, 
and can hold 1,500 passengers and 
more than 700 vehicles.

The ship has a service speed of up 
to 20.8 knots, equivalent to more 
than 38.5 kilometers per hour.

“The ship is purely homemade, 
from the ship design and manufac
turing of various parts to equipment 
installation,” said Zhou Xuhui, vice- 
president and senior engineer of GSI. 

GSI will deliver the other such 
ship to P&O Ferries in June, Zhou 
said.

Zhou said the construction of the 
“advanced luxury ship” is a mile
stone for GSI and the domestic ship
building industry' and that “the 
high-standard and environmentally 
friendly vessel demonstrates Chi
na’s shipbuilding strength and tech
nologies”

tion, they are still willing to pay pre
mium for innovative products with 
unique benefits,” Yu said.

To win big bets, fast-moving con
sumergoods players like Nestle will 
also have to focus on categories 
with broad consumer bases, Yu 
added.

Over the past years, Kantar’s 
report has witnessed strong 
growth of some multinational con
sumer brands in China, as they are 
constantly increasing their rele
vance to Chinese consumers by 
building strong innovation pipe
lines, said Yu.

With consumers becoming more 
sophisticated and divided in their 
needs, market leaders, regardless 
of their origin, will have to develop 
more holistic insights in winning 
new markets and develop clear 
strategies to stand out in digital 
commerce channels as well as pen
etrate lower-tier cities to unlock 
future growth, he said.

“In 2023, consumers will have 
few'er stocking-up needs but will 
spend more on categories improv
ing their quality of life,” said Yu. 
“Even with infant milk formula, 
there are opportunities to grow 
market shares with new regulation 
coming into force.”

and introduced a variety of cuisines 
and vegetarian options. It will also 
install high-speed in-flight Wi-Fi 
service onboard 50 new Airbus 
A350 aircraft, scheduled to enter 
service in 2024.

Globally, Emirates hired some 
6,000 flight attendants last year 
and has increased flights from 
Dubai to popular destinations 
including London and South Afri
ca. The airline plans to invest $135 
million in building a new pilot 
training center in Dubai, which is 
expected to be put into operation 
in 2024.

With China’s easing of entry 
restrictions, the global air travel 
market is on track to further recov
ery and more carriers plan to 
resume flights or boost frequencies. 

Cathay Pacific Airways 
announced that on March 26, it will 
resume twice-weekly passenger 
flights that connect Haikou, Hainan

Global food giant Nestle lias 
ramped up efforts since January on 
its businesses of coffee, infant 
nutrition, pet and health science 
through innovation, localization 
and digitalization, encouraged by a 
strong rebound in consumption, 
said its top executive.

Zhang Xiqiang, CEO of Nestle 
Zone Greater China, said since 
January, consumption levels have 
returned to nearly 90 percent of 
that in the years before the COVID- 
19 pandemic and he is very opti
mistic about returning 
consumption capacity given the 
resilience and vitality of the Chi
nese economy.

The China unit of Nestle gained a 
growth of 3.5 percent in the 2022 
fiscal year, supported by strong 
operational execution, e-commerce 
momentum and continued innova
tion, compared with that of a year 
earlier, according to the annual 
report from Nestle.

In the past year, of its product cat
egories, infant nutrition saw high 
single-digit growth with improved 
market share trends for baby for
mula NAN and Illuma. Coffee also

By ZHENG CAIXIONG 
in Guangzhou 

zhengcavMng@chinadaily.com.cn

£
The ship is purely 
homemade, from the 
ship design and 
manufacturing of 
various parts to 
equipment 
installation.”
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Although consumers 
are more rational 
about their brand 
choices when it 
comes to 
consumption, they 
are still willing to pay 
premium for 
innovative products 
with unique benefits.”
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potential,” said Bo Wenguang, 
vice-president of the Binhai Devel
opment Research Institute of Nan- 
kai University. “The potential is 
gradually expanded and 
unleashed.”

l\vo new projects are under con
struction in Lishen with invest
ment for each topping 10 billion 
yuan. A third is being discussed. 
Once in operation, their combined 
production capacity could be at 
least 10 times the company’s cur
rent capacity.

“I’m sure that constant innova
tion, research and development will 
keep injecting impetus into our 
company,” said Lishen’s general 
manager, Zhang Qiang.

3
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Canned food quality

captures market share
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“This variety of yellow peach has a good 
look and tastes juicy said Lian Shidong, a 
fanner in the village of Xinzhuang, as he 
trimmed the branches of a peach tree. “This 
variety produces more fruit than other vari
eties do.”

Lian has been cultivating fruit trees for 
three decades. He is now an expert in culti
vating new varieties of fruit and tending 
trees to maximize the harvest.

Farmers in this area of Difang town, 
Pingyi county in Shandong province, have 
found an agreeable environment and fer
tile soil to grow fruit, making possible a 
robust canned fruit industry. The town’s 68 
canneries produce one-third of the canned 
fruit sold in China.

“This mountainous area has no air pollu
tion, and there is abundant sunlight here,” 
Lian said.

“The big temperature gap between day 
and night ensures a high sugar content in 
the fruit,” he said.

to use any of the pesticides that are not 
allowed.”

Attracted by the improved rural environ
ment and the promising canned fruit indus
try, many young people have returned to the 
town to develop careers, with some selling 
both fresh and canned fruit via e-commerce 
and some offering rural tourism including 
visits to orchards where people can pick 
their own fruit and enjoy beautiful moun
tain scenery.

Wu Zheng is one of the young people who 
returned to his hometown to run the 
canned fruit business for Qiwei Canned 
Foodstuff Co Ltd after quitting his job at a 
bank in Shanghai in 2013.

The 34-year-old has expanded the mar
kets for the company by selling online.

Wu, now general manager of Qiwei, has 
been training local formers to use e-commerce 
to sell their produce and canned products. 

“By expanding their marketing options, 
farmers in our town and nearby towns 
have earned more income. Some earn 
20,000 to 30,000 yuan more every year,” 
Wu said.
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Peach growers in Difang town, Pingyi county, Shandong province, sell their
produce to canned food producers, provided to china daily

In mid-February, days after Spring Festi
val, workers were busy at a canned fruit fac
tory in Difang town, Pingyi county, 
Shandong province, keeping production 
lines humming to meet a rise in demand.

Companies in this important center for 
the canned fruit industry typically sell some 
60,000 metric tons of product during 
December. But in the same month in 2022, 
they sold 160,000 tons, cleaning out a good 
portion of their stock, according to town 
officials.

The companies’ production for the first 
quarter subsequently has been sold out as 
their canned fruit began flying off the 
shelves. The fruit, especially canned yellow 
peaches, is said to strengthen the body 
against disease as well as be delicious.

As the fruit becomes more popular, 
Difang, which produces a third of the 
canned fruit sold in China, has also gar
nered more attention.

A visitor driving through town on a main 
road sees all kinds of related businesses, 
including factories making glass and metal 
containers and shipping providers.

The business is the source of a great deal 
of civic pride. Residents boast that if you go 
to any supermarket that sells canned fruit, 
there will be products made in their town. 

“With more than three decades of devel
opment, we have formed a complete indus
try chain for canned fruit and vegetables, 
covering cultivation, canning and dealing 
with waste from the process,” said Qi Bing, 
who supervises the town’s governmental 
affairs.

That includes companies making con
tainers and packages, those providing infor
mation consultation and logistics services, 
as well as e-commerce players, said Qi, who 
added that almost every household has at 
least one person working in the canned food 
industry.

The town has 115 companies producing 
canned foods and providing support send
ees, and three of the canneries are among 
the top 10 in China.

Difang’s companies produced 720,000 
tons of canned foods last year, mainly yellow 
peaches, pears, hawthorns, tangerines, 
grapes, pineapples and fish, officials said.

The town’s canned foods have been 
exported to more than 40 countries and 
regions, including the United States, Russia, 
Japan, South Korea and Germany.

Quality wins markets
Difang, nestled in a range of mountains, is 

built on soil more suitable for growing fruit 
instead of grain, Qi said.

Canning technology has meant a big 
increase in income for farmers. Only four 
decades ago, a lack of speedy transportation 
options meant their fruit would often go bad 
before it reached markets.

Tilings changed when Liu Guangwen, a 
farmer, learned about canning technology 
and, in 1984, founded the town’s first cannery. 

“Many fanners followed suit because they 
already had enough fruit for canning and it 
was easy to learn the techniques,” Qi said.

In five years, the number of canneries in 
the town mushroomed to over 100. The 
number continued to grow, surpassing 400 
in the 1990s.

The town government started to more 
closely manage the sector in 2004 and 
closed those that had not maintained ade
quate sanitary conditions in their work
shops or those using additives that were not 
allowed.

“Quality is the life of the canned food 
industry. We value it,” Qi said.

Now the town has 68 canneries. “There 
are fewer producers, but the quality level 
lias earned us a greater market share,” Qi 
said.

To ensure quality, the companies now use 
automated machines for most of the pro
cess, including sorting, cutting, peeling, 
steaming, sterilization and sealing the fruit. 
Coring and trimming are still done 
manually.

Wang Zhimeng, assistant general

The soil in the town is good for growing 
fruit because of its high sand content, Lian 
said.

“Almost every household in our town 
plants fruit trees. Farmers can now earn 
10,000 yuan ($1,440) from each mu (0.067 
hectares) by growing fruit,” he said.

The town now has over 4,466 hectares of 
land for fruit cultivation, mainly peaches, 
pears, hawthorns and grapes, town officials 
said.

“We are not worried about the markets 
because most of us have signed agreements 
with canned fruit producers, who will buy 
our fruit at a price no lower than the market 
level,” Lian said.

“But a strict requirement for us is that our 
fruit has to be safe, which means having no 
pesticide residues that are harmful,” he said. 

To assist farmers, Lian has set up a 
WeChat group that now has more than 300 
members.

“These people are the elites of fruit culti
vation. I show them how to tend the trees 
and they wall teach other people,” he said. “If 
we tend the trees properly, there is no need

Above: Workers process sliced peaches 
on a production line of Qiwei Canned 
Foodstuff Co Ltd in Difang town, Pingyi 
county, Shandong province. 
Left: Visitors check out canned fruit 
during a food expo in Moscow, Russia, 
in February. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Innovations in the can
To meet consumer demand for healthier 

and more varied diets, canneries have con
tinued to upgrade their products and offer 
greater variety.

“Before, canned fruit that had sugar add
ed was considered good, but now those that 
offer good flavor in their original form with
out additives are the good products,” Wang 
said.

The town’s fanners have been improving 
the varieties of fruit they grow, aiming for 
those that are naturally sweeter.

Companies are also using techniques that 
shorten processing times. Most companies 
need only five or six hours from the time 
fruit is picked until it is canned.

Companies are working with universities 
and other institutions to develop new prod
ucts that are more nutritious.

Yuquan Food Co Ltd, in cooperation with 
the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Scien
ces, has a research and development staff of 
80 people focusing on developing new prod
ucts. The company has developed more 
than 100 new kinds of canned products.

manager of Qiwei Canned Foodstuff Co Ltd, 
said the company uses pasteurization and 
vacuum cooking to maintain canned fruit in 
good condition for two to three years with
out using preservatives.

The quality of the town’s products has also 
earned producers a greater share of the 
global market

Qiwei sold more than 11,000 tons of 
canned foods, mainly canned fruit, to Euro
pean countries and the US last year, a year- 
on-year increase of 20 percent, town officials 
said.

The company sold 2,000 tons last year in 
Russia, a new market the company has been 
exploring in recent years, representing an 
annual increase of 50 percent Wang pre
dicted Qiwei will have a 30 percent annual 
increase in Russia this year.

Wang just returned from the 30th Inter
national Exhibition for Food, Beverages and 
Food Raw Materials in Moscow held Feb 
6-10. “Many people showed an interest in 
our products at the exhibition,” he said. “Our 
quality has sharpened our competitiveness.” 

The canneries are also working with local 
fanners to ensure the fruit is of high quality 
and has a better taste.

“Our agricultural technicians will go to 
the fields to work with fanners on best prac
tices for managing fruit trees, like when and 
how to trim branches,” Wang said. “Hie use 
of pesticides is also regulated,” he added.

The town now has over 4,466 hectares of 
land for fruit growing to supply the canner
ies, according to town government officials. 

“The abundance of quality fresh fruit in 
the town guarantees the quality of our 
canned foods,” Wang said.

Waste becomes useful
Facilities have been built in the town to 

deal with waste from producing canned 
foods, such as fruit cores and peels, chang
ing die waste into new' products whenever 
possible.

“The peels and cores are rich in pectin and 
fructose, providing us with good materials 
to produce pectin, fructose and protease 
products,” said Zhang Qingdong, general 
manager of Jiayun Biotech Co Ltd. Pectin is 
a starch used in jams and jellies, and fruc
tose is used as a sweetener. Proteases are 
enzymes that break dowm proteins, which 
can aid in digestion.

Zhang said one ton of bromelain can be 
made from 70 tons of pineapple peels. Bro
melain is an enzyme that can help fight pain 
and swelling and has other benefits. Zhang 
said the company could then extract four 
tons of fructose from die liquid created from 
producing bromelain.

The facilities can deal with 100,000 tons 
of fruit waste a year, solving a problem the 
town’s canneries had with organic waste.

1

By ZHAO RUIXUE
in Pingyi, Shandong province 

zhaoruixue@chinadailyzom.cn

By ZHAO RUIXUE 
in Pingyi, Shandong province

Shandong town finds formula for fruitful sales 
expansion at home and abroad

ini

metric tons
total volume of canned foods
produced in Difang town, Pingyi 
county, Shandong province, last year
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Opinion Line

US continues to spread lies
TikTok target of anti-China paranoia

to continue its hegemony
T

- PEOPLE’S DAILY

TSMC s Arizona project result of political coercion
Two Sessions

Contributions to help solve global challenges

u na.

What They Say

Allies’ actions small but nevertheless malicious
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Months after Taiwan’s pioneer 
chipmaker TSMC moved to Arizo
na under pressure from the United 
States, The New York Times 
reported a series of problems it 
faces such as high maintenance 
costs, mismanagement and short
age of raw materials. Some of its 
staff members even alleged they 
were being paid less than their US 
colleagues; there was disparity in 
leave too.

All this has prompted a former 
member of Taiwan’s “legislative 
yuan” to express anger. Alex Tsai 
Cheng-yuan, who served in the 
“yuan” from 2008 to 2016, even 
feared that the US might bomb 
TSMC if its employees refused to

Monday was an ordinary day, but 
some moves by Japan and the Unit
ed States could not help but cause 
heightened alarm.

Fumio Kisliida, Japan’s prime 
minister, announced on Monday 
Japan’s purchase of 400 US-made 
Tomahawk cruise missiles to 
acquire so-called counterstrike 
capability to attack the missile 
launch sites of “enemies”. 

This is the fifth batch of Toma
hawk missiles purchased by Japan. 
Reportedly, they are the most 
advanced ones, with a maximum 
range of 2,414 kilometers and capa
bility to fly at subsonic speeds and 
low altitudes, making them difficult 
to detect by radar.

The question is whether Japan’s 
massive arms purchases, especially

these medium- and long-range mis
siles, constitute a proliferation of 
advanced cruise missiles. Is Japan 
breaking its pacifist Constitution by 
buying offensive weapons in bulk 
with the intention of attacking oth
er side’s bases first? Countries in 
the region cannot but be vigilant 
toward Japan.

Also on Monday, a P-8A anti-sub
marine patrol aircraft of the US 
Navy sailed through the Taiwan 
Straits. The US Seventh Fleet said it 
demonstrated the US’ commitment 
to a “free and open Indo-Pacific” 

However, it is clear to all that 
what the US has done deliberately 
disrupts the regional situation, 
jeopardizes peace and stability 
across the Straits and is a deliberate 
provocation against China.

Sadly, the local leader on the 
island fails to realize this. Tsai Ing- 
wen always stands by her US boss
es and is proud of being their 
stooge in attempts to contain Chi

shift to the US, echoing a report in 
the US media in October that said 
the US plans to bomb TSMC if the 
Chinese mainland reunification 
with Taiwan happens.

Tsai has in a way pointed out how 
the US treats the island - like a sac
rificial pawn. TSMC is Taiwan’s 
most valuable asset, but for the US 
that’s something dispensable. If 
needed, the US will move it to its 
own territory; if the move doesn’t 
help, it won’t think twice before 
dumping it.

This is how the US does business 
anyway. The Nord Stream pipelines 
were so crucial to Germany and 
other US allies, but the US wanted 
to disable them nevertheless.

China Dally UK
90 Cannon St, London EC4N 6HA, UK
+44(0)207398 8270
edltor@chlnadallyuk.com

end to the Ukraine conflict at an early date is in line 
with the common interests of the two sides as well as 
that of the rest of the world—the US excluded.

That both Beijing and Minsk have maintained 
smooth communication channels and healthy rela
tions with Moscow also highlights their potential to 
act as mediators between Moscow and the West, par
ticularly after China made its position on the Ukraine 
crisis crystal clear in the paper it published last week 
promoting a political settlement of the crisis.

That should be the takeaway of Lukashenko’s visit 
for the West. Yet coincidentally, US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken is on a trip to Kazakhstan, where he 
will meet with the foreign ministers of all five Central 
Asian states in Astana on Tuesday, before visiting 
Uzbekistan, ostensibly to help ease the “pressure that 
the economies and societies of this part of the world 
are under” due to the US-led sanctions on Russia.

In reality, he will press the five countries to join the 
US club against Russia and to participate in its China 
containment strategy, as the US wants to drive a 
wedge between the region and Russia, its largest 
neighbor, as well as China, the region’s largest trade 
partner. After Uzbekistan, Blinken is scheduled to fly 
to India to attend a Quad meeting targeting China.

While Beijing and its partners are making full 
use of every minute to strive for peace, Washington 
is wasting no time in demonstrating that it will hin
der any such efforts and that it is the biggest threat 
to world peace and stability.

Some “internal Twitter docu
ments” recently disclosed by an 
investigative journalist from the 
United States have exposed how 
multiple US government agencies 
are manipulating social media to 
further their agenda. 

The US government lias long 
been creating a web of rumors in 
order to manipulate public opinion, 
demonize other countries and con
tinue US hegemony.

During the Cold War, the US 
launched “Operation Mockingbird” 
buying over at least 400journalists 
and 25 large organizations around 
the world to propagate false infor
mation. The US continues to fabri
cate lies, from using laundry 
detergent as evidence to bomb Iraq 
for “weapons of mass destruction”, 
to using video staged by ‘White 
Helmets” to similarly bomb Syria, 
and to float “presumption of guilt” 
on the origin of COVID-19. Former 
US secretary of state Mike Pompeo

nder the shadow of hot and cold wars, 
with the post-World War II global gov
ernance regime in danger of collapse 
amid intensifying geopolitical rivalry,

there are increasing concerns about major coun
tries rolling back commitments to international 
cooperation on global challenges such as poverty 
eradication, climate change and biodiversity loss. 

As Western nations drag their feet on honoring 
their commitments, China has shown the world it is 
doing the opposite. And nothing has distracted the 
country from its dedication to multilateral coopera
tion. It has kept its nose to the grindstone, faithfully 
fulfilling international commitments, showing the 
rest of the world its vision of a community with a 
shared future for humanity is no empty talk.

Over the past four decades, by the World Bank’s 
poverty line prior to September 2022 of $1.9 per per
son per day, the number of poor people in China 
declined by nearly 800 million. Lifting so many peo
ple out of extreme poverty has been a tremendous 
contribution to the global cause of poverty alleviation, 
as it accounted for almost 75 percent of the people lift
ed out of poverty over the same period worldwide.

As the world’s second-largest economy and big
gest developing country, China has undertaken its 
due responsibilities as a major country in coping 
with climate change, participating in global cli
mate and environmental governance.

he furore in the United States over so-called 
Chinese spying, sparked by the Joe Biden 
administration’s botched response to an 
errant Chinese meteorological research

balloon, has been given a new lease on life, with the 
White House on Monday giving government agen
cies 30 days to remove the Chinese video-sharing 
app TikTok from all federal devices and systems, 
alleging that it poses national security risks.

Canada, which always toes the US’ line in its anti
China strategy, also announced it is banning Tik- 
Tbk from all government-issued mobile devices.

Some US agencies, including the departments of 
defense, homeland security and state, already have 
restrictions on the Chinese app in place, as Con
gress passed the “No TikTok on Government Devi
ces Act” in December, which requires the social 
media app to be removed from the information 
technology of federal agencies. The ban does not 
apply to entities not associated with the federal 
government, or to the millions of US people who 
use the hugely popular app.

While the Biden administration claims the ban is 
due to its intensifying scrutiny concern and data pri
vacy, it is nothing more than an ideologically motivat
ed move. It is another instance of the US using 
national security as an excuse to abuse state power in 
its clampdown on Chinese high-tech companies.

The ban, in addition to many other restrictions tar-

estern countries that have formed a 
gang led by the United States to wage a 
proxy war against Russia deem any 
country that refuses to stand on their 

side as being on the wrong side of history, as if becom
ing an accomplice or cannon fodder for the protec
tion of the US’ hegemony puts them on the right side. 

That is how they are trying to smear and distort the 
state visit of President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashen
ko to China from Tuesday to Thursday, although the 
diplomatic interactions and economic and trade coop
eration between China and Belarus have never target
ed any third party. The two countries’ productive 
economic and trade cooperation over the past more 
than three decades testifies to the win-win nature of 
bilateral cooperation. Agreeing to upgrade bilateral 
ties to an all-weather comprehensive strategic part
nership in September, duringthe Samarkand Summit 
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the leaders 
of the two countries vowed to deepen bilateral 
exchanges at various levels. Lukashenko’s visit will 
help materialize that consensus in concrete projects. 

Beijing and Minsk’s shared belief in multilateral
ism and the United Nations’ central role in interna
tional governance constitutes a solid foundation for 
their mutual trust and coordination on hotspot 
issues. Lukashenko’s visit is therefore conducive to 
securing a political solution to the Ukraine crisis, 
which has direct spillover effects on Belarus and indi
rect trade and economic impacts on China, lb put an

After announcing its ambitious carbon peaking 
and neutrality schedule, and fulfilling its climate 
action goals for 2020, China has set new Intended 
Nationally Determined Contributions targets. It is 
steadily proceeding with its energy structure 
adjustment, strictly controlling carbon emissions, 
and building the world’s largest carbon market. 
More important, it has also assumed the role as a 
proactive advocate for building a fair and just glob
al climate governance system featuring win-win 
cooperation.

The country’s achievements are equally conspic
uous when it comes to biodiversity. More than 20 
laws and regulations have been enacted or revised 
over the past decade to boost biodiversity protec
tion. While aggressively implementing the Conven
tion of Biological Diversity and the corresponding 
Protocol, the country has been the biggest donor to 
their implementation since 2019.

Meanwhile, the government has incorporated 
the philosophy of green development into the Belt 
and Road Initiative, promoting environmental and 
ecological awareness and good practice all over the 
world. One step at a time, the country is creating 
all-win scenarios in tackling global challenges, 
demonstrating the benefits of real multilateralism. 

And how to better sustain these efforts is expected 
to be a key agenda of this year’s two sessions that will 
kick off over the weekend.

geting China’s high-tech sector, including advanced 
semiconductors, has been introduced based on the 
spurious claim that the popular app is being used by 
the Chinese government to “manipulate and moni
tor its users while it gobbles up Americans’ data to be 
used for their malign activities” There has been noth
ing to support this allegation except the anti-China 
hysteria of some US politicians.

It is the app’s Chinese ownership that is the app’s 
“original sin” The ban in December was passed 
without any deliberation, and unfortunately that 
approach has served as a blueprint for other world 
governments, as TikTbk spokesperson Brooke 
Oberwetter said, describing the ban as being “little 
more than political theater” The ban has also 
drawn criticism from within the US. “Americans 
have a right to use TikTok and other platforms to 
exchange our thoughts, ideas, and opinions with 
people around the country and around the world” 
the American Civil Liberties Union said on Monday. 

It said that the ban will “limit Americans’ political 
discussion, artistic expression, free exchange of 
ideas and even prevent people from posting cute 
animal videos and memes”

It is sad that despite the world becoming 
increasingly interdependent and interconnected 
economically, the ghost of McCarthyism still 
haunts the US, riding on the paranoia about any
thing related to China.

/i,
XU

even admitted: ‘We lie, we cheat, 
we steal. This is the glory of Ameri
ca’s continuous exploration and 
progress”

The US has frequently launched 
“public opinion wars”, using false 
information as a tool against other 
countries. From plotting “color rev
olutions” across the world, to using 
“national security” as an excuse to 
suppress foreign companies, to 
fabricating lies such as “genocide” 
and “forced labor camps” in Xinji
ang, the US has always passed off 
its attempts at subversion as “pro
moting democracy” and at tram
pling life as “protecting human 
rights”.

The unprincipled use of disinfor
mation in cyberspace has become 
the US’ favorite weapon in this new 
Cold War. According to a report by 
Australia Institute’s Center for 
Responsible Technology, 5,752 Twit
ter accounts, many of them remote
ly controlled by “bots” in the US,

If a civilian balloon that is blown 
to the US can be hyped up to the 
extent we have seen by the US side, 
what if a Chinese military aircraft, 
at a sensitive moment, runs into the 
sensitive waters of the US and 
makes a similar flight for a “free 
and open” Atlantic or Pacific? 

The moves of Japan and its 
patron on the same day may be 
coincidental. But neither is up to 
any good. China should carefully 
monitor the situation. Although it 
does not seek a war, it must prepare 
for war in advance in the face of the 
two countries’ persistent provoca
tions.

Japan and the US are the real 
security threat to the region, not 
China.

- NIUTANQIN WECHAT ACCOUNT

Maybe she doesn’t realize that if 
attempts at peaceful reunification 
of the Chinese nation fail and a mil
itary operation becomes necessary, 
TSMC will be a target of US aircraft 
carriers.

The island can’t protect TSMC 
from their “friend” The TSMC needs 
a motherland strong enough to pro
tect its interests, and that can only 
come from early reunification with 
the mainland.

- ZHANGZHOUXLANG, CHINA DAILY
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Two visits highlight divergent approaches of 
Beijing and Washington to Ukraine crisis

went viral for a short period in
2020 to re-tweet rumors on the ori
gin of COVID-19. The US has estab
lished disinformation networks 
that launch targeted attacks on 
countries it dislikes in multiple lan
guages.

Such fabrication of lies has 
harmed people’s trust in the US. A 
recent Gallup/Knight Foundation 
survey found that 50 percent of US 
citizens believed that most national 
news organizations intentionally 
mislead the public. A survey con
ducted by US News and World 
Report and the Wharton School at 
the University of Pennsylvania and 
other institutions found that global 
trust in the US has dipped 50 per
cent since 2016.

Concocting and spreading lies 
cannot help the US win real influ
ence. The US should stop deceiving 
the world and slandering other 
countries with lies.

balloon
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China still growth engine of world economy
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Zhou Fei

Exotic pets may be fascinating, but they are also risky
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t the beginning of 2023, China 
“re-opened” its borders to all for
eign visitors by doing away with 
.the health code check, and lifting 

the other strict pandemic prevention and 
control measures such as central quaran
tine. China’s decision signified that China is 
back on the world stage amid the gloomy 
global economic outlook, fear of global eco
nomic recession and slowing down of 
domestic growth.

Tliis has prompted many to ask whether 
China can still be a growth engine for the 
world economy like it had been since the 
2008 global financial crisis. The answer is 
“yes” This time, China’s economic (especial
ly macroeconomic) policy and digitalization 
will pave the path to sustainable domestic 
economic growth and help boost global 
growth by, for instance, unleashing the sup
pressed demand of the middle-income 
group in China, globalizing Chinese brands 
and pursuing high-quality economic devel
opment.

It is important to state here that a stable 
macro policy is most critical to help China 
break out of the slow growth circle.

(according to purchasing power parity). As 
China’s middle-income group is one of the 
largest in the world, it tends to lead global 
growth. Thanks to China’s vast and still fast
growing e-commerce market, the Chinese 
people are the second-largest group of con
sumers globally. And China’s innovation- 
driven e-commerce market and business 
models will help increase the demand of the 
middle-income group in Asia and beyond.

as Sulcata Tortoises (or African spurred 
tortoises) or amphibians could prompt 
their owners to abandon or release them in 
the wild, which could have a serious 
impact on native biodiversity and ecosys
tem services.

Third, exotic pets pose a safety risk given 
that they can transfer zoonotic diseases by 
contact. People may not pay enough atten
tion to the quarantine inspection that pets 
need to undergo before being sold in the 
market and thus increase the chances of 
infection. Also, an unhygienic environment 
and/or the lack of risk awareness could 
expose exotic pet owners to zoonosis. 

Against this backdrop, the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
approved 46 proposals. This will bring 
species of, among others, lizards, turtles, 
fish, birds, and frogs under CITES regula
tions.

China, on its part, has implemented an 

players in the field. By 
using local influencers, Chi

nese brands have been attracting more 
and more consumers on the strength of 
their quality products and services. 

In fact, the globalization of Chinese 
brands has been made possible by some 
competitive advantages enjoyed by China’s 
manufacturing industry: the industry clus
ter advantage, the system integration 
advantage, capital intensity advantage and 
technological innovation advantage. China 
has more than 100 industry clusters that 
are high on efficiency and productivity and, 
to top it all, make goods at relatively low 
prices and offer fast delivery, leveraging 
China’s advanced infrastructure, relatively 
high productivity and manufacturing 
know-how.

The author is the founder and chief execu
tive officer ofIMTManagement Tech Con
sultancy and chief growth officer of Smart 
Factory Kunshan.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The author is chief program officer ofWWF 
China. The views don’t necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

certain degree, by people’s fascination for 
some exotic species such as some rare tor
toises. The increasing demand can threat
en some endangered species and their 
habitat.

Second, escaped or unlawfully released 
exotic pets could become invasive species, 
posing a major threat to biodiversity and 
the survival of native species. Especially, 
the difficulty in raising large tortoises such 

owned Chinese companies increasing their 
profit margin and consolidating their foot
hold in foreign markets.

Digitalization is another quality growth 
engine, and consumer brand companies are 
using the data-driven marketing technology 
to create “Hot SKUs” (Hot Stock Taking
Units — a popular item with a high volume 
of requests during a specific period of time) 
to quickly build new brands. Beverage 
brand Chi Forest and cosmetic brand Per
fect Diary are among the new brands that 
quickly expanded to Southeast Asian and 
other foreign markets through both online 
and offline sales channels.

They have also increased 
their brand value.

According to a Kantar BrandZ report, 
Chinese brands have been steadily ascend
ing to the top 100 global brands list in the 
last 15 years — from one brand in 2006 to 
18 brands in 2021. In fact, only the United 
States has more brands than China on the 
2021 list of Kantar BrandZ’s Top 100 Most 
Valuable Global Brands. However, due to 
the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
only 14 Chinese brands — including Ten
cent, Alibaba, TikTok, Pinduoduo and Ping 
An Insurance — made it to Kantar 
BrandZ’s top 100 global brands list in 
2022.

In 2023, Chinese brands are likely to fur
ther globalize their products through an 
efficient brand delivery system, thus 
unleashing the middle-income group’s 
consumption potential worldwide. And 
China’s e-commerce platforms, mobile 
hardware, 5G network, and the country’s 
push to improve infrastructure connectivi
ty worldwide will create an ever-expand
ing platform for Chinese brands to 
consolidate their presence in foreign mar
kets and offer better products and services 
to win over more consumers. Alibaba, 
Xiaomi, Oppo, Vivo and Huawei are all 
global brands.

Chinese brands’ appeal lies in the feet 
that they are more innovative and reliable 
when it comes to using digital technology. 
They have increased their data-driven 
e-commerce and social media network 
capability, and are able to meet local peo
ple’s needs and demands. With more Chi
nese brands investing in improving their 
image and enhancing their appeal, the 
number of Chinese brands in the global 
market will continue to increase. 

Moreover, Chinese social media, gaming 
and AdTech networks have also been help
ing Chinese brands reach the new middle
income group worldwide, with TikTok, 
Tencent and Kuaishou being among the top

hinese people’s demand for pets, 
for their emotional needs, is rising 
along with the country’s fest-paced 
economic development. Thanks to

the increase in pet ownership, the country’s 
pet economy is booming, and the choice of 
pets is becoming more diversified. In feet, 
the demand for exotic pets, along with tra
ditional pets such as cats, dogs and ham
sters, is rapidly increasing.

Exotic pets refer to pets from exotic pla
ces or non-traditional pets. Usually, exotic 
pets include lizards, frogs, snakes, turtles, 
beetles, parrots, even crocodiles, foxes, pri
mates, etc.

Although most people keep pets for com
panionship, they mostly are unaware of 
potential ecological and public health risks 
associated with exotic pets.

First, weak supervision of the exotic pet 
market could threaten some already 
threatened species. For example, the 
demand for exotic pets is stimulated, to a

With China’s open market 
policies, more international 
investment is likely to flow 
into the fields of “industrial 
internet of things”, automa
tion and smart factory, 
which will help manufac
turing companies become 
efficient and competitive.

fl

Rising demand of new 
middle income group

China is the world’s second-largest con
sumer market and the largest e-commerce 
market, and although its GDP growth in
2022 was a relatively low 3 percent, its econ
omy has grown to 121 trillion yuan ($17.42 
trillion).

Also, China’s retail sales reached 44 tril
lion yuan and internet sales totalled 12 tril
lion yuan last year. And a McKinsey report 
issued in 2021 said consumers in the upper- 
middle-income brackets are likely to drive 
the lion’s share of growth in China in the 
next decade.

By 2030, about 60 percent of urban con
sumption is projected to be driven by 
upper- and middle-income consumers (with 
annual household incomes ranging from 
160,000 yuan to 345,000 yuan in real 2020 
terms), compared with 35 percent in 2021. 
Another 20 percent of consumption could 
come from the segment above them, as the 
“affluent” (with annual household income 
of345,000 yuan or more) double their cur
rent 10 percent share.

All this means rising demand and con
sumption.

lack of proper governmental regulations to 
abide by and technologies for mass video 
screening.

Finally, it is also necessary to increase 
public awareness of the law and regulations 
about exotic pets, and help people realize 
the potential health risks of raising such 
animals.

As such, all sections of society, including 
individuals, corporations, governments, 
and law enforcement agencies, should 
work together to deal with the complex 
issues. The World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) will continue to follow up on exotic 
pets, strengthen cooperation with local gov
ernments and law enforcement agencies, 
and related industries, and support 
demand reduction for wild and exotic ani
mals.

array of laws and regulations to prevent 
and restrain illegal trade in exotic pets. 
More specifically, the government’s offi
cial “No 1 document” for 2023 advocates 
cracking down on the illegal trade of 
exotic species, tightens the supervision 
on exotic pet trade, and strengthens the 
regulation on the release of such ani
mals.

Therefore, it reveals the urgency to 
address issues regarding exotic pets. And 
efforts should be made in the long chain of 
trade.

First and foremost, there are many 
online and offline trading channels, and the 
corresponding management system needs 
to be further strengthened.

Second, the relevant trade platforms with 
videos containing regulated exotic pets 
need to be improved. Those videos stimu
late the public demand for illegal species, 
but it’s extremely hard for the companies to 
manage properly and instantly given the 

Management tech 
driven by data

Data-driven management technologies 
will also help companies to learn more 
about as well as reach out to users, and pro
vide real time support for decision-making 
on new, innovative products and invest
ments.

However, the digital transformation of 
China’s manufacturing industry will be a 
long process. With China’s open market pol
icies, more international investment is like
ly to flow into the fields of “industrial 
internet of things”, automation and smart 
factory, which will help manufacturing 
companies become efficient and competi
tive.

The Year of the Rabbit is known to bring 
good fortune, and if China achieves healthy 
economic growth this year, it wall bring 
good fortune for the world economy, by 
accelerating the global economy’s recovery 
and creating a peaceful, friendly and more 
open international environment.

Chinese consumers 
choose home brands 

Chinese consumers demonstrated their 
demand potential in 2022 at a time when 
consumption was severely affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While the Chinese 
people’s consumption in 2022 was less than 
in 2021, they did not reduce their spending 
much. Rather, they behaved more like 
smart, sophisticated consumers by choos
ing diverse brands and discount channels. 
The consumers chose Chinese brands 
because they respond fester to market 
needs and emergencies, give timely feed
back on the products, and can increase 
R&D to make smarter and innovative prod
ucts.

Besides, the fact that the savings rate in 
China is one of the highest in the world 
makes Chinese consumers more resilient to 
economic shocks and more likely to tap into 
their savings to unleash demand in the 
future.

Chinese consumers will be the trendset
ters for the new middle class worldwide. 
According to Brookings’ research, by 2030 
there will be 5.3 billion middle-income 
households worldwide, with 1.7 billion of 
them being in Asia, accounting for 65 per
cent of the total.

The World Economic Forum describes 
middle-income households as those having 
per capita income of $10 to $100 per day

The need to globalize 
Chinese products

Chinese brands, too, have risen along 
with the Chinese middle-income group. 
According to McKinsey’s 2023 China con
sumer report, Chinese brands (including 
Chinese-owned foreign brands) occupy 
more than 60 percent of the value shares of 
the top 20 brands in fields such as infant 
formula, mobile phones, apparel and “quick 
sendee restaurants” in China. Another 
McKinsey report in 2021 showed Chinese 
brands have leading market shares in 
domestic consumer-packaged goods, elec
tronics, automobiles, apparel and footwear. 

Globally, too, Chinese brands lead the 
market share in many categories, particular
ly in e-commerce, electric vehicles, mobile 
phones, consumer electronics, electrical 
appliances, solar energy and white goods.

Quality growth of
China’s economy

Since 2020, Chinese companies have 
dominated the Fortune 500 list. On the 
2022 list, for instance, die number of Chi
nese companies would be 145. For the first 
time, the aggregate revenue of Fortune 
Global 500 companies based on China 
exceeded that of US companies, accounting 
for 31 percent of the total, reported Cision. 

However, the profits of the Chinese com
panies were much lower than the global 
average — about 66 percent of the world 
average and 40 percent of the US compa
nies’ average. And although privately- 
owned Chinese companies were better 
managed, dieir profit was still lower than 
the global average.

Also, improvement in management is 
playing a big role in brand building. The 
policy of adding value to “made in China” 
products to transform them into “created in 
China” products will significantly improve 
Chinese companies’ growth quality, fetch 
higher prices for the products, and increase 
die profit margin.

This year is likely to see more privately-

Ilk

As such, all sections of 
society, including individu
als, corporations, govern
ments, and law enforcement 
agencies, should work 
together to deal with the 
complex issues.
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ince the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic rela
tions between China and Germany, 
Sino-German relations have led the

way in Sino-European relations. However, 
against the backdrop of the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, Germany’s Zeitenwende, a historic 
turning point, not only facilitates the trans
formation of the country’s security policy 
but also exerts an impact on Sino-German 
relations.

On the one hand, value-based diplomacy 
has been put in a more prominent position 
in Germany’s China policy. Since President 
Joe Biden took office, the US has increased 
its efforts to build an “exclusive” value
based club to contain China. With the influ
ence of the United States, Germany is also 
attaching growing significance to value
based diplomacy. Amid the ongoing Russia- 
Ukraine conflict, inside Germany’s 
coalition government, the Green Party’s 
“value-based diplomacy” approach lias 
been constantly hyping the “democracy 
versus authoritarianism” narrative. Germa
ny’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs, run by the 
Greens, is also formulating Germany’s Chi
na Strategy, placing value issues at the cen
ter of China-Germany relations. 

On the other hand, the German political 
initiatives to reduce dependence on China 
have increased. In the wake of the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict, the effectiveness of “wan- 
deldurch handef, meaning change through 
trade, is being questioned by Germany’s 
politicians, with growing cries for “reduc
ing dependency on China” Germany’s Min
istry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development is formulating new trade pol
icies with harder lines on China, such as 
lowering the government’s investment 
guarantees for German companies looking 
to invest in China and further expanding 
the scope of its foreign investment regime 
to screening Chinese investment in Germa
ny.

Although the Sino-German political rela
tions have undergone challenges in a vola
tile international environment, Germany’s 
business circles have widely differing views 
toward China. According to a survey con
ducted by the Mercator Institute for China

fill international development. The Chinese 
delegation proposed that all countries 
uphold the United Nations Charter and 
principles, respect sovereignty and aban
don the Cold War mentality. Some Western 
countries, such as the US, keep proposing 
decoupling from “authoritarian countries”, 
advocate geopolitical competition and con
frontation, and seek to build blocs of con

frontation. In the future, international 
order could either veer toward a Cold War 
confrontation or cooperation under the UN 
system.

Cold War confrontation will force many 
small and medium-sized developing coun
tries to get involved in confrontation incit
ed by the US and other Western countries. 
The international community will see

the principle of “Shared responsibility” Chi
na has been vigorously bolstering coopera
tion with Germany in climate action. 

Therefore, China and Germany should 
view bilateral relations from a more ration
al perspective. When meeting with German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz in November, Chi
nese President Xi Jinping quoted former 
German chancellor Helmut Schmidt, who 
said that political leaders should have the 
serenity to accept the things they cannot 
change, the courage to change the things 
they can change, and the wisdom to distin
guish between the two.

Scholz also reiterated his position that 
China’s rise does not warrant “isolating Bei-

77ze author is the deputy director and an 
associate professor of the Centerfor China- 
Europe Relations at the Institute of Interna
tional Studies atFudan University. The
author contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by China Dai
ly. The views do not necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

increasing confrontation and instability. 
The West dreams about gaining the upper 
hand in the global economy and security 
through confrontation. But cooperation 
based on respect for sovereignty could pro
mote economic globalization and address 
bilateral and multilateral issues based on 
mutual benefit and win-win cooperation, 
driving the building of a community with a 
shared future for humanity.

In view of the history, culture, philosophy 
and practices of China, reconciliation and 
win-win cooperation have always been the 
only sound path to peace and the develop
ment of human society. A life-or-death con
frontation will only lead to mutual 
destruction. Wang’s commitment to dia
logue, win-win cooperation and opening- 
up at the Munich Security Conference has 
provided the international community with 
a more practical and promising alternative 
to achieve peace and development of man
kind beyond confrontation and conflicts. 

It is wise of the conference organizers to 
invite the Chinese representatives to the 
conference this year, meaning that it has 
not become an exclusive conference of the 
West, and that Europeans still expect to 
shake off the shackles of US hegemony. Chi
na’s voice, solutions and wisdom will once 
again reach the world through the multilat
eral platform, and will be understood by 
minds thinking alike in the West. 

The Chinese government released the 
Global Security Initiative Concept Paper on 
Feb 21, which is the latest effort at continu
ing China’s determination for peaceful 
development and making contribution to 
global security, stability and prosperity. On 
the first anniversary of the outbreak of the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, China issued Chi
na’s Position on the Political Settlement of 
the Ukraine Crisis calling for the peaceful 
resolution of the conflict. In the future, Chi
na will become more open and stronger as 
it makes efforts to pursue, promote and 
uphold international peace, gain greater 
understanding and support from the inter
national community, and make greater 
contributions to peace and the develop
ment of the international community.

he Chinese delegation participated 
in the 59th Munich Security' Con
ference in February, bringing feasi
ble ideas to the conference filled

with empty talk.
Apart from China, not many non-West- 

em countries could add new thinking at 
the conference. China’s participation 
restored confidence about peace in the 
world.

The Chinese delegation led by Wang Yi, 
director of the Office of the Foreign Affairs 
Commission of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee, called for peace, 
stability and development in the interna
tional community amid conflicts and con
frontation incited by the United States. 
China’s participation shows that it is a 
strong force for guarding peace in the 
world and there are alternatives beyond 
military confrontation and geopolitical 
competition.

While the US and other Western coun
tries have been containing China, China 
does not choose eye for an eye or tooth for a 
tooth or refuse to interact with the West 
Despite the US instigating military con
frontation, China’s sincerity for peace and 
dialogues with the West shows its pursuit 
of peace and increases global confidence in 
peace.

China’s participation can be partly attrib
uted to the support of Germany and the 
Munich Security' Conference. The German 
media even named China as a participant it 
had most expectations from at the confer
ence. The trust between China and Europe 
makes China’s participation in promoting 
international peace significant. 

China’s participation also shows its will
ingness as a major country to take the initi
ative to uphold peace. The Chinese 
delegation proposed resolving the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict both inside and outside 
the Munich Security Conference venue — 
during its visits to France, Italy and Hunga
ry before attending the conference, and in 
talks with leaders of other countries and 
the keynote speech at the conference. Chi
na wants to settle international disputes 
through peaceful means as the UN Charter 
advocates.

The Chinese delegation urged Western 
countries not to further incite conflicts, and 
pledged that China will focus on promoting 
peace talks to restore regional peace. While 
the European countries have seen chaos, 
China has firmly assumed its responsibili
ties as a major power in the international 
community.

Studies, from 2020 to 2022, Tl percent 
(2020), 63 percent (2021) and 61 percent 
(2022), respectively, of the surveyed Ger
man general public and experts on China 
policy expect China-Germany economic 
relations to remain stable or improve. 

German companies that operate in Chi
na, especially large multinationals, have 
become increasingly dependent on the Chi
nese market. According to Handesblatt, 
Germany’s foreign direct investment flows 
into China accounted for 46 percent of the 
Ell’s total FDI flows into China in 2021, an 
increase from 32 percent in 2019. During 
the first half of 2022, Germany’s FDI in Chi
na reached around 10 billion euros ($10.7 
billion), a year-on-year increase of 21 per
cent. The country’s three largest car manu
facturers Volkswagen, BMW, and 
Mercedes-Benz, and chemical group BASF 
account for approximately one-third of the 
EU’s total FDI flows into China. 

As a matter of fact, despite the growing 
political outcry for “reducing dependency 
on China” Gennan business finds it is diffi
cult to “decouple” from China. Instead, 
according to the German Chamber of Com
merce, 70 percent of German Companies in 
the Business Confidence Survey 2022/23 
have chosen to use a dual strategy to hedge 
the risks tied to geopolitical tensions. Ger
man companies are localizing operations 
and supply chains inside China, diversify
ing in Southeast Asia, or simultaneously 
doing both. And the number of German 
companies that choose to promote “locali
zation” of production and R&D in China far 
outweighs the number of those that opt to 
promote “diversification” of supply chains 
in Asia.

German businesses cannot afford the 
cost of “decoupling” from China. As an 
export-oriented nation, “de-globalization” 
measures would substantially increase Ger
many’s manufacturing costs and reduce its 
competitiveness. According to data from 
the Bavarian Industry Association, the relo
cation of production back to Germany 
(reshoring) and to the EU-27 member 
states, Turkiye, and North Africa (nearshor
ing) would reduce German GDP by 9.68 
percent and 4.17 percent respectively. For

The author is an assistant professor at the 
Institute of European Studies at the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences and a German
chancellor fellow. The author contributed 
this article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

ZF
the German
economy, the
negative effects
of a trade war
between the EU
and China would
be almost six times
higher in terms of Ger
man GDP than the costs of 
Brexit.

Thus, the pragmatic course remains 
an important recipe for Sino-German rela
tions. Since the launch of reform and open- 
ing-up, China has had a coherent policy 
toward Germany and treats Germany 
mainly as a partner. First, China lias been 
promoting cooperation with Germany 
based on respect for its social, economic, 
and governance systems. Second, China lias 
been deepening economic and technologi
cal ties with Germany, by constantly reduc
ing the regulatory hurdles and making 
efforts to introduce a more transparent 
legal framework to improve its business 
environment, introducing Germany’s dual 
system of vocational education, and placing 
equal emphasis on attracting investment 
from German large companies and small 
and medium-sized enterprises, which are 
regarded as “hidden champions”. Third, in 
the area of global governance, guided by

jing or curbing cooperation” recently in the 
US Foreign Affairs magazine. Thus, the 
pragmatic leaders from China and Germa
ny have the willingness and capability to 
maintain exchanges, reduce misjudgments, 
and ensure that bilateral ties make sus
tained progress and achieve long-term 
goals.

Promoting peace talks means warning 
against the use of nuclear weapons and the 
launch of nuclear wars, which shows great 
concern that die current military conflict 
may escalate into a nuclear war. China’s 
insistence on promoting peace talks is a 
stern warning to the international commu
nity.

China is playing a leading role in peace-

A.

Although the value-based diplomacy has been put in a more 
prominent position in Germany’s China policy, economic 
ties between China and Germany remain resilient

The voice of China at the Munich Security Conference has increased 
confidence about restoration of peace in an otherwise hostile world
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Rescuer returns from Turkiye quake devastation
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teams, jointly extracted a survivor 
who had been trapped in a collapsed 
building for 180 hours. “It was a mir
acle,” Liu says.

The operation in Turkiye, Liu’s 
first in a foreign country, has been 
an unforgettable experience. 

“When people in other countries 
encounter disasters or hazards, we 
should help them to the best of our 
abilities,” says Liu, explaining his 
eagerness to help. “Our efforts will 
pay off even if only one life is saved.” 

While in Turkiye, Liu and other 
Chinese rescuers were often warmly 
greeted by locals on the streets.

an dressed in hanju (a style of tradi
tional Chinese attire) is shown to be 
dancing, with the incense burner 
floating in midair above her hand. 

“At the time, a few of my followers 
mentioned this artifact to me, so I 
started researching it. Not only does 
it look particularly intricate and 
exquisite, but it also moves me 
greatly with the history connected 
to it,” she says.

The Old Book of Tang records that, 
after Yang Yuhuan, known as Yang 
Guifei, an imperial consort of 
Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907), was sentenced to 
death, the emperor sent an official 
to check her tomb, who reported 
back that “the skin has decayed but 
the incense burner remains”

When the object was featured on 
National Treasure, archaeologist Qi 
Dongfang said that the incense 
burner artifact is of the same kind 
that belonged to Yang.

Intrigued by the incense burner’s 
stability, Wan thought the best way 
to represent it would be through 
the motion of dance, and there was 
no more fitting option than to 
depict one of the most famous 
dances in Chinese history, Nishang 
Yuyi Qu (song of a rainbow and 
feather garment) — which, accord
ing to legend, was composed by 
Emperor Xuanzong and performed 
by Yang herself.

“Because of these connections 
with Yang, I drew a Tang Dynasty 
noblewoman that resembles her. 
The character appears to be danc
ing, yet her posture and the position

branch in Qianxi city in Guizhou in 
May 2020.

After devastating earthquakes 
jolted Thrkiye and Syria on Feb 6, 
several Chinese rescue teams wast
ed no time in heading to the affected 
regions. Liu had initially planned to 
join his teammates in Guiyang on 
Feb 7 before heading for Turkiye. 
However, Jiang persuaded him not 
to go out of concern of his safety. 

“I couldn’t stop thinking about 
the disaster at home and watched 
the news about the quakes every 
day. The more I watched it, the sad
der I felt,” Liu recalls. When Liu

A-

Some even expressed their appreci
ation in newly learned Chinese, 
which was heartwarming for the 
team.

“He is very enthusiastic and dedi
cated to public welfare, and I am 
proud of him,” Jiang says.

Before the operation in Thrkiye, 
Liu had taken part in 35 rescue mis
sions. His first mission was to 
search for a missing 75-year-old 
man in the mountains back in 
December 2018.

After successfully finding and res
cuing the old man, Liu realized the 
impact of his outdoor skills and his 
capacity to save other people. “That 
was when I made up my mind to 
make public welfare my career.”

Inspired by traditional artifacts and elements, young artist 
breathes life into history and legends, tapping into a growing 
confidence in Chinese heritage, Cheng Yuezhu reports.

,Y
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of the incense burner exude a sense 
of poise and balance,” she says.

The ornaments worn by the danc
ing figure also incorporate the 
motifs found on the incense burner, 
including the patterns of grapes and 
birds.

She also sought inspiration from 
the murals in the Mogao Caves at 
Gansu province’s Dunhuang, as 
Dunhuang culture was in its prime 
during the Tang Dynasty, merging 
clothing elements of the flying 
apsaras and the dark golden hue of 
the murals into her illustration. 

“It’s really a process of constant 
brainstorming, searching for and 
selecting elements with connections 
to the artifacts. For each painting, I 
start off with a draft based on a sim
ple idea of the character, their pos
ture and their clothing. I try out 
different possibilities, and then, step 
by step, present an aura that in my 
mind matches with the character.” 

From a more poetic way of think
ing, she sees her creation process as 
an intuitive one, almost as if the arti
fact or object she’s portraying pos
sesses a “spirit of its own”.

“When I am drawing, it seems 
that my subjects are tacitly guiding 
me to portray the impression they 
leave on me. It’s not as if I am creat
ing something new, but rather 
transferring their essence to paper,” 
she adds.

Since her Chinese tea culture 
series helped her to make her mark 
online, she has gained more than 2 
million followers on social media 
platforms such as Sina Weibo, Bilibi- 
li and Xiaohongshu, winning plau
dits on the beauty of her artworks. 

Xiaohongshu user Youbai says: 
“I’m absolutely stunned by her 
drawings that embody the breath
taking Chinese sense of beauty. 
Those cultural artifacts and mytho
logical creatures, which I once felt 
detached from, come alive in her 
drawings. Each character of hers 
has their own unique story, and 
these stories make the drawings 
more vibrant.”

Over the years, Wan observed that 
most of her followers are students at 
schools or universities, and that Chi
nese traditional culture is increas
ingly popular among young people. 

“Students are at the forefront of 
these new trends. As youngsters 
become more interested in tradi
tional Chinese styles, the market is 
placing a greater emphasis on prod
ucts that meet that demand. I think 
this is a symbol of growing confi
dence in our own culture,” she says. 

She is now working on a book that 
compiles her illustrations, as well as 
her own online courses, to share her 
knowledge and techniques with 
more people who may be interested 
in illustration and traditional Chi
nese aesthetics.

“I feel a sense of responsibility 
and honor to contribute, in my own 
meager way, to the promotion of 
traditional culture,” she adds. “I 
have always been an ordinary per
son, and I’m humbled by the fact 
that my hobby can influence so 
many people.”

- *
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GUIYANG — Clutching a bouquet 
of flowers, Jiang Zhaohua’s heart 
raced with anticipation as she wait
ed for her fiance Liu Zhengling at a 
railway station in Guiyang, capital 
of Southwest China’s Guizhou prov
ince, earlier last week.

As Liu exited the station with 12 
other members of die China Blue 
Sky Rescue Team returning from 
quake-hit Turkiye, Jiang rushed 
forward and gave her fiance a big 
hug.

Liu, 28, joined the civil relief 
squad in November 2018. He took 
up the role as captain of the squad’s

Liu Zhengling, 28, captain of 
China Blue Sky Rescue Team's 
Qianxi branch in Guizhou 
province

brought up the plan again, Jiang 
agreed.

“I knew from the news how devas
tating the disaster was. As he was so 
eager to help, all I could do was to 
ask him to take good care of him
self,” Jiang says.

On Feb 10, Liu and six other team
mates headed for Turkiye. After 
arriving in the disaster area, they 
were tasked with detecting signs of 
life and demolishing collapsed 
houses.

At 2:50 pm on Feb 14 local time, 
Liu and his teammates, together 
with members of other rescue

■

Clockwise from top: Wan Yue’s digital Illustrations, including one centered on a silver incense burner 
that is kept at Shaanxi History Museum; a piece featuring a phoenix coronet from the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644); a piece themed on A Panorama of Rivers and Mountainsby Wang Ximeng from the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279) and another featuring a mythological beast, Baize, photos provided to china daily
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or the general masses, cul
tural artifacts may often 
seem antiquated and dis
tant, yet a gifted few are

able to exert their imagination and 
bring the objects vividly to life by 
capturing their essence through 
artistic expression.

Illustrator Wan Yue, as one of 
them, has found her own way of giv
ing traditional cultural elements a 
modern touch with her ability to 
transform static objects into aes
thetically pleasing characters.

From the different varieties of tea 
leaves, she sees a group of youths 
from ancient China, each with a 
unique appearance and personality. 
And from China’s abundant resour
ces of archaeological artifacts, she 
envisions ethereal, gallant or impe
rial characters, inviting viewers to 
explore their captivating stories, all 
grounded in Chinese history'.

Known better as Yuyuqing on her 
social media accounts, she lias been 
posting her digital illustrations, 
winning millions of followers and 
many requests for collaboration or 
to use her works in cultural mer
chandise, including China’s well- 
received archaeological TV 
program National Treasure.

Wan says that, although she 
always loved animation and draw
ing from an early age, for years she 
kept her passion at bay and chose, 
instead, a stable job working in a 
bank.

In 2018, her son’s kindergarten 
hosted a drawing competition. 
Helping her son with his entry 
rekindled her love for the art form, 
and she stalled taking courses in 
watercolor and portraiture.

She resigned from her job in 2020 
with the goal of becoming a free
lance illustrator, taking illustration 
courses and creating several series 
of paintings to accumulate experi
ence and build her portfolio.

“Drawing a series of works on spe
cific topics is a great way to practice 
my skills. These pictures use similar 
techniques, so I get to practice one 
technique intensively. Also, they fea
ture different characters and allow 
me to exercise my imagination and 
creativity,” Wan says.

So far, her subjects include tea, 
mythical creatures, ceramics and 
cultural artifacts, all representative 
elements of traditional Chinese cul
ture.

‘1 have always been captivated by 
traditional culture, and this interest 
led me to start painting about it. It’s 
a natural and serendipitous process 
of mutual attraction,” she says.

One of her iconic illustrations is 
from her cultural artifact series, fea
turing a relic unearthed in 1970 — a 
silver incense burner with patterns 
of grapes, flowers and birds, now 
kept at Shaanxi History Museum in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province.

The incense burner is ingeniously 
designed with a gyroscopic struc
ture, comprising a three-axis gimbal 
(pivot) that is set so that it keeps the 
hemispherical incense holder at the 
center of the burner horizontal at all 
times. Even if the ornament is dan
gled from a belt, the incense inside 
would not spill out

In Wan’s rendition, a young worn-

£
For each painting, I 
start off with a draft 
based on a simple 
idea of the character. 
... I try out different 
possibilities, and 
then, step by step, 
present an aura that 
in my mind matches 
with the character.”
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Left: An artistic performance re-creates the grandeur of a renowned Tang Dynasty painting. Right: TV host Chen Yi shows children how bronze ware was used, photos provided to china daily
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Bi Wei, show director

Chinese program inspires Malawian students

4

Gu Mu, MD of Huawei Technologies in Malawi
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about the creatures, as well as poems 
and literature inspired by the ani
mal,” says Bi, adding that the legacy 
made his team believe that a program 
about rabbits would appeal to chil
dren.

Aside from culture, ancient China’s 
scientific knowledge, such as the time
keeping system, is also featured in the 
show.

In the first episode, two hostesses 
perform gengfu, equivalent to night 
guards on watch. In ancient China, 
their job was to patrol the streets at

BLANTYRE, Malawi — Seeds for 
the Future, a youth empowerment 
program founded by Chinese tech 
giant Huawei has become a game 
changer for young people in Malawi. 

Since 2017, Huawei has managed 
to train 190 students in Malawi by 
equipping them with various skills, 
knowledge and information to suc
ceed in a fast-changing world using 
information and communication 
technology (ICT).

For Martin Manyozo, 24, who 
attended the program in 2022, the 
initiative has given him a wider per
spective on solving various social 
problems in his community using 
ICT and various social skills.

Manyozo, who lives in Malawi’s 
commercial city of Blantyre, is a 
business administration student at 
Malawi University of Business and 
Applied Science.

“Seeds for the Future program has 
helped me in many ways: I learned 
how to network with other people, 
how to build business relationships, 
leadership, and the use of technolo
gy in business. These things have 

CCTV program for children explores cultural ideas 
in the Year of the Rabbit, Xu Fan reports.

training to implement this project 
including the use of ICT to engage 
my fellow youths.”

Evans Makawa, now the owner 
and founder of a consultancy busi
ness called Mac-Hour multimedia, 
has also benefited from the Hua
wei program through some books 
that a friend, who attended the 
program in 2020, gave him as a 
gift.

In an interview with Xinhua, 
Makawa said since he started read
ing one of these books, his percep
tion for business has risen to a 
higher level.

“My favorite story was one by Hu

A CCTV-14’s program offers a fun and informative way to explore history and culture surrounding 
rabbits, provided to china daily
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Gu also noted that Huawei’s liter
ature contains essential informa
tion for young people to embrace 
entrepreneurship and become 
even more enterprising in many 
things.

“Tian Tao and Yin Zhifeng have 
been doing a commendable job in 
terms of telling Huawei stories 
across the globe,” Gu said.

“That literature often brings out 
the human face of Huawei and its 
unique challenges and strengths,” 
Gu added.

He further observed that at the 
time the job market is declining, 
the books can act as a guide to 
young people looking to make their 
way in the world of business, in par
ticular, starting up their own enter
prises.

Huawei has, for the past years, 
done several projects with the Mala
wian government, including the 
implementation of the National 
Data Center initiative, and the 
National Optic Fibre Backbone that 
is now in phase II.

Wei who narrated in the book how 
he worked hard, and against all 
odds, penetrated into the industry 
by creating competitive products,” 
explained Makawa.

“I was inspired by the idea that 
hard work and dedication can 
always bring a positive impact when 
things seem to be impossible," he 
added.

Makawa, who has a registered 
multimedia company with three 
employees, hopes to grow a reliable 
creative company in Malawi. 

“ICT skills are essential to every 
business, especially during this time 
when everything is going digital. As 

night and strike a large gong to mark 
the hours of the night, reminding peo
ple to be aware of the time.

“We also showcase various time
keeping methods and tools in the pro
gram, such as water clock and sundial, 
with the hope of sparking more inter
est in the Chinese civilization among 
young audiences,” says Bi.

The veteran director says he is most 
impressed by a cultural relic — an 
iconic caisson featuring three hares 
with a total of three ears — with a 
tricky design that indicates ancient 
Chinese people’s love of the number 
three.

Discovered in a cave at the Mogao 
Caves in Dunhuang in Northwest Chi
na’s Gansu province, the caisson is 
believed to have been constructed dur
ing the Sui Dynasty (581-618).

Referring to a quote from the 
ancient classic Tao Te Ching, which is 
about the special meaning of the num
ber three, Bi explains that san, or three, 
symbolizes the cyclical nature of life, 
reproduction and growth.

“Rabbits were regarded as auspi
cious animals in ancient times, often 
seen as a sign of blessing, so that a fam
ily could have many offspring and 
become prosperous," Bi adds.

Noticing the current trend of young 
audiences becoming more interested 
in traditional culture, Bi concludes 
that he and his fellow TV industry 
workers have made a concerted effort 
to explore fresh and creative ways to 
retell Chinese history and cultural sto
ries.

He says this has shaken off die pre
viously “rigid and dull” approach and 
shifted it to a more “vivid and lively” 
way of capturing the younger audi
ence.

kA

enabled me to progress further in 
my day-to-day business,” he told 
Xinhua in an interview.

“As a business administration 
student, I never knew that I would 
use ICT as a tool to develop and 
implement various projects, but 
after attending the program I real
ized that there is more to ICT,” he 
added.

The young man is currently 
co-running a youth-empowering 
organization known as “Creative 
Minds” that helps young people 
with various social skills, including 
entrepreneurship, financial literacy, 
and ICT skills to explore their poten
tial.

Manyozo believed that ICT skills 
are essential in changing social 
problems in Malawi.

“During the training, we were 
also encouraged to do our very best 
for the government rather than 
expecting the government to do lots 
for us,” continued Manyozo.

“As someone who is geared to 
change the community that I live in, 
I use skills which I gained from the
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In addition, Seeds for the Future has 
allowed Malawian students to learn 
about Chinese culture, which is an 

enriching experience.”

Rabbits were 
regarded as 

auspicious animals 
in ancient times, 

often seen as a sign of 
blessing.”

sculpture wearing an official’s outfit 
displayed at Shaanxi History Muse
um, which is believed to have been 
made during the Tang Dynasty (618- 
907).

Bi Wei, the show’s executive chief 
director, recalls that the crew stalled to 
brainstorm about the program in Feb
ruary last year.

“The ‘rabbit culture’ in China lias a 
long and profound history, ranging 
from the formation and evolution of 
tiie Chinese character tu (rabbit) to 
tiie mythological stories and legends

■J
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any programs featuring 
the rabbit have been 
shown on Chinese televi
sion channels and

streaming sites in the first month of 
the traditional lunar calendar.

For those eager to dive deeper into 
the rich history and culture surround
ing the creature, as part of the Chi
nese zodiac, Tu Nian Tu Bao Bei 
(Bunnies in the Year of the Rabbit) — 
a seven-episode program that pre
miered on CCTV-14 and now available 
on CCTV’s website — offers a fun and 
informative way to explore related 
archaeological and ancient knowl
edge.

Produced by CCTV-14, the children’s 
channel owned by China Media 
Group, tiie show gathers seven fami
lies, dividing the children, aged 
between 6 and 11, and their parents 
into two groups. Interweaving games 
with quizzes, the program highlights 
seven of China’s major cultural relics, 
all inspired by rabbits.

Among them is the country’s oldest 
“jade rabbit”, a little palm-sized 
object unearthed at the Lingjiatan 
relic site in Ma’anshan in East China’s 
Anhui province.

Believed to be the earliest such 
antique found in China, experts esti
mate it was created around 5,300 
years ago during the Neolithic peri
od.

Liu Yaxuan, an 11-year-old girl, 
serves as a “relic guide” for the show, 
introducing the rabbit carved in a run
ning posture with its head tilted 
upward and tail curled up. It’s an 
image dating back centuries that 
always amazes her.

Other highlighted “protagonists” in 
different episodes vary from a bronze 
rabbit head from Beijing’s Yuanmin- 
gyuan Park, or the Old Summer Pal
ace, to an anthropomorphic rabbit

a creative company, we use ICT 
expertise everyday in times of devel
oping ideas and execution.”

Gu Mu, managing director of 
Huawei Technologies in Malawi, 
believes that the program lias made 
a significant impact on local talent, 
mainly because of how the youth 
have been exposed to current trends 
in the ICT sector.

The program has also enabled 
the Malawian youths to exchange 
knowledge with other students that 
are making wonderful innovations 
across the globe, according to Gu. 

“As a result of the program, sever
al beneficiaries have pursued entre
preneurship and started 
businesses,” Gu told Xinhua 
through a questionnaire.

“In addition, Seeds for the Future 
has allowed Malawian students to 
learn about Chinese culture, which 
is an enriching experience.”

“The students have also been able 
to get globally acclaimed Huawei 
certifications and this gives them an 
advantage in terms of increasing 
their employability”
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An eye for businessT

More youngsters choosing to dress with cultural confidence
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form Bilibili and posted videos fea
turing herself wearing die tradition
al attire.

Thousands of comments and likes 
pour in to her channel as viewers

158*

herself different aspects of the trade. 
Most of the steps of making an 

artificial eye require careful hand
work and a high level of patience.

First, she creates a mold, based on 
the patient’s eye socket, which she 
uses to craft a custom-fitted prosthe
sis. She usually uses a macro super 
high-resolution camera to take a pic
ture of the client’s functional eye to 
re-create the eye’s shape and color. 

“At the corners of the eye, there’s a 
little pink part, which I will paint 
onto the artificial eye, as well as the 
blood vessels, so that it looks more 
realistic,” she says, adding that com
fort is another key aspect.

find her videos attractive and crea
tive — blending traditional culture 
with modern dance movements.

“Social media has made hanfu 
culture popular in China and

Contact the writer at
liyingxue@chinadaily.com .cn

abroad,” says Liu. “Traditional cul
ture has no national or ethnic 
boundaries.”

Savvy companies and factories 
also smell the massive potential in 
fazn/iz-related industries.

Caoxian county, Heze city, East 
China’s Shandong province, is one 
of the major hanfu manufacturing 
centers, gathering over 2,000 
upstream and downstream enter
prises and creating jobs for nearly 
100,000 people. Over 600 clothes- 
processing companies have their 
own designs with intellectual prop
erty rights.

In addition to domestic clients, a 
number of companies in Caoxian 
reported a surge in foreign orders 
this year.

Yang has a collection of around 30 
hanfu outfits, suitable for different 
seasons and occasions. She says cus
tomers now have many choices 
when selecting hanfu, ranging from 
economical to high-end collections. 

The hanfu market in China was

estimated to reach 12.54 billion 
yuan ($1.81 billion) in 2022 and is 
expected to rise to 19.11 billion yuan 
by 2025, according to research firm 
iMedia Research.

Yang’s cousin Lu Siqing, who 
works for a consulting agency, says: 
“My work requires me to keep up 
with the newest changes in the mar
ket, and my experiences with hanfu 
culture and related businesses help 
me better understand the mindset 
of the consumers.”

As China relaxed its COVID-19 
prevention and control measures, 
the recovery of the cultural and 
tourism industry has seen a quick 
rebound. Yang says she looks for
ward to participating in more 
in-person Aan/iz-themed events this 
year in Beijing.

“It will be a rewarding experience 
to participate in events in the For
bidden City and other historical pal
aces in the capital city,” says Yang.

Prostheses made by talented ocularist aim to provide a comfortable solution for 
people with monocular issues, Li Yingxue reports.

rarely very realistic.
Liu started to wonder whether 

she could make better artificial eyes 
for herself and others like her. She 
says that she knew w'hat the availa
bility of a comfortable and realistic 
prosthetic eye would mean to those 
in the group: It would be the key to 
rediscovering their confidence and 
fully return to society.

In 2020, Liu quit her job and 
decided to be an ocularist, despite 
opposition from her family.

“They think I will straggle to 
make a living from the new'job, but I 
believe it’s a profession in w'hich I 
have unique experience, and there-

BEIJING — Dressed in long robes, 
a crowd of young people wanders 
around pavilions and royal gardens, 
with their flowing sleeves and heavi
ly embroidered skirts gently sway
ing in the breeze. They are not 
actors on a movie set, but hanfu 
enthusiasts at a themed event in 
Beijing.

“Over a decade ago, hanfu fashion 
was an obscure subculture, but rele
vant activities now'adays often draw 
thousands of participants,” says Liu 
Xiang, an organizer of the event.

Benefiting from the growing pop
ularity' of social media and a craze 
for traditional culture, hanfu, a tra
ditional style of clothing once worn 
by the Han people, has enjoyed a 
fresh lease of life thanks to a new 
w'ave of young Chinese devotees, 
including Liu.

The 1980s-born rocket scientist 
Liu is also a cofounder of a hanfu 
community in Beijing called Hua 
Yan Hui.

The community was founded in

2011 following a hanfu revival move
ment that emerged from the desire 
to express national identity and 
growing cultural confidence. Since 
then, Liu has been volunteering to 
support the group.

“My passion for hanfu came from 
two of my friends who are fens of 
traditional Chinese clothing,” Liu 
says. Her interest grew as she 
learned more about the culture 
behind it and acquired her first han
fu costume.

At first, people w'ho wore hanfu in 
public were occasionally greeted 
with derision, while more passersby 
asked about their clothing style, says 
Liu.

More young people are taking to 
w'earing adapted hanfu as they 
believe the best way to preserve tra
dition is to adapt it to modern life. 

Yang Running was born in the 
1990s and works in public relations. 
She is fond of sharing her love for 
hanfu online. She opened an 
account on the video-sharing plat-

fore, it will provide me with more 
room for future development,” she 
says.

It took her more than a year to 
learn how to make a prosthetic eye, 
w'hich is still a niche field in China. 
From fully understanding the struc
tural characteristics of Asian peo
ple’s eyeballs to a knowledge of art 
and sensitivity for color, Liu had to 
w'ork on each aspect to make pros
thetic eyes, practicing thousands of 
times to perfect the necessary skills. 

As well as learning from experi
enced professionals as an appren
tice, she also sought information 
from foreign courses and taught

he room was dark. As Liu 
Siyao w'aved her finger in 
front of her right eye, her 
pupil instantly lit up with a

beam of blue light.
The effect, akin to something 

from a sci-fi movie, appears in a vid
eo made by Liu, w'hich quickly 
gained popularity after she posted it 
online. The 27-year-old ocularist 
made the cyberpunk accessory her
self by implanting a small chip into 
her own prosthetic eye and holding 
a magnetic switch in her hand.

Liu, who goes by the handle Xin- 
tong on social media, has been busy 
since her ocular prosthesis studio 
opened last year in Beijing, with 
constant orders coming in from 
people across the country with 
monocular visual impairment

She aims to make ocular prosthe
ses that look as natural as possible, 
are comfortable to wear and able to 
bring confidence to the lives of peo
ple in China with monocular issues. 

Liu’s dream was to be a dancer, 
and she began learning at 8 years 
old. However, she lost her right eye 
in a car accident in 2013, w'hich shat
tered her dream of commanding the 
stage and reveling in applause.

She implanted an ocular prosthe
sis to replace her right eyeball, 
w'hich w'as removed in a surgery aft
er the accident, but the artificial eye 
w'as neither comfortable nor looked 
natural.

She also had to make adjustments 
to the way she lived her life, particu
larly having to walk slow'ly and care
fully, one step at a time, as following 
the accident and subsequent sur
gery, she would often stumble on 
stairs and trip while walking in the 
street.

It took time to adapt to her 
impaired spatial awareness and 
depth perception — she had to turn 
her head a full 180 degrees when 
crossing a road and she often found 
herself banging into things while 
dancing.

The first three months after the 
accident w'ere the worst, a period 
she describes as her darkest time, 
during which she was irritable and 
sensitive.

“For a long time, I couldn’t face 
the reality that I now' have only one 
eye, and I was afraid of looking at 
myself in the mirror and seeing the 
w'ound,” she recalls.

It was around half a year before 
Liu started reaching out to friends 
and dancing again. It really took 
time and patience to accept her new 
situation and her own sensitivity, 
she says.

After graduating from college, Liu 
became a dance teacher for chil
dren.

On one occasion, during dance 
practice, her prosthetic eye fell out 
of its socket because she was pirou
etting so fest. Her first reaction was 
to cover her right eye as she was 
w'orried about the terrified reaction 
of others seeing the empty eye sock
et. “I was embarrassed, it was like 
being naked in the middle of the 
room,” she recalls.

Liu joined some chat groups for 
others with the same issue, and 
found that many of their experien
ces were similar. They encountered 
many problems in life, at work and 
in relationships. In society, it 
seemed, some people understood, 
while others were repelled.

Prosthetic eyes manufactured in 
China are currently divided into two 
categories — large-scale production 
and custom-made. Each person’s 
eyes are different in size, color and 
even the distribution of blood ves
sels, so a finished prosthetic eye is

Each artificial eye takes from 
three to five days to make. Creating 
the prosthesis is not the end of Liu’s 
work, however, as she provides 
ongoing care and adjustment to 
ensure that the prosthesis remains 
in good condition, as w'ell as answer
ing questions from her clients.

After she opened her studio last 
year and started sharing her story 
and information about her ocular’ 
prostheses on Douyin (the Chinese 
iteration of TikTok), many people 
with monocular vision impairment 
contacted Liu online for a consulta
tion.

Liu needed to see pictures of their 
eyes first, but some were embar
rassed to send her the photos. 

“They worried that I would be 
intimidated. Some of them had atro
phied eyes, some of their eyes were 
removed and some had pupils that 
had turned blue, which are all quite 
common conditions for people with 
a single working eye,” she says, add
ing that the consultations became 
more of a process to get them to 
open up.

She has received many letters of 
thanks from her clients and their 
families, many of w'hich have moved 
her, and she says that she is glad to 
see them find their w'ay back into 
society with confidence.

Shi Bochong, 28, who had an acci
dent 20 years ago that caused him to 
lose the sight in his right eye, saw 
Liu’s videos on Douyin in November’ 
and immediately decided to contact 
her about making him a prosthetic 
eye.

“I was excited when I saw that her 
artificial eye could move with the 
other eye and that it looked quite 
natural,” Shi recalls. He got his fami
ly's support and flew to Beijing to 
meet Liu and get his prosthetic eye 
made.

His right eye has been half-closed 
for the past two decades and the 
moment the artificial eye was 
implanted, both his eyes opened. “I 
feel so happy, and so does my family, 
they made a video call to Liu to 
thank her,” Shi says.

Shi says he is an optimistic man 
and he likes to take photos and vid
eos, even though he was unable to 
open his right eye before. With the 
new prosthetic eye, he says that he 
feels more confident and looks in 
the mirror more often.

“People around me say that I have 
become more handsome and ener
getic,” he says.

For Liu, one advantage of being 
an ocularist is to achieve a kind of 
freedom of expression with her 
prosthetic eyes. She now has around 
a dozen, each with a different pat
tern, or that can light up in different 
colors. She describes them as ‘large 
cosmetic contact lenses”.

A customized prosthetic eye costs 
around 6,943 yuan ($1,000), which 
is a bit of a burden for some families, 
so Liu launched a charity event, 
through which she is making 10 
prosthetic eyes for free to help peo
ple that are burdened with financial 
difficulties.

Liu read in the news that there are 
currently around 5 million people 
with monocular vision impairment 
in China, so she plans to open more 
branches of her business in other cit
ies, such as Shanghai and Guang
dong’s Guangzhou, so that some of 
her clients won’t have to travel as far. 

She says that she also hopes to fur
ther improve her skills by studying 
abroad, so that she can make better 
prosthetics to help more people.

£
I believe it’s a 
profession in which I 
have unique 
experience, and 
therefore, it will 
provide me with more 
room for future 
development.” 
Liu Siyao, ocularist

Tourists clad in traditional hanfu pose for a photo in a tourist area 
inspired by the Tang Dynasty (618-907), in Qujiang New District in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, in January, uu xiao / xinhua

Clockwise from top left: Liu 
Siyao makes a customized 
ocular prosthesis, which takes 
from three to fives days to finish; 
an artificial eye she has made; 
Liu at work making an ocular 
prosthesis; the tool she uses; 
and she checks on a customer's 
eye condition. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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