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Xi urges earnest efforts to end conflict WORLDWATCH
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Give Peace a Chance is one of the 
world’s most iconic anti-war songs. 
Written by John Lennon and 
released in 1969, it quickly became 
the anthem of the anti-Vietnam 
War movement.

The song raised international 
awareness of the tragic futility of 
the Vietnam War, which exacted an 
enonnous human cost — estimates 
of the death toll range from 1.4 mil
lion to 3.8 million. Despite its name, 
the Vietnam War also laid waste to 
large parts of Cambodia and Laos. 
United States troops withdrew from 
South Vietnam after peace talks in 
1973, but the war did not end until 
1975, resulting in the reunification 
of Vietnam a year later.

Unfortunately, in the 21st centu
ry, Lennon’s song remains as topi
cal as ever. The first 22 years of the 
new millennium have seen an 
astonishing raft of armed conflicts, 
including civil wars involving rival 
outside powers and major wars. 

Many of the armed conflicts in 
the 21st century have directly or 
indirectly been interfered with by 
third parties, resulting in violations 
of territorial integrity and sover
eignty. As always, innocent civilians 
and young recruits have been the 
main victims.

Wars are often triggered by histor
ical grievances and the perception 
that one’s own legitimate security 
interests have been breached and 
red lines have been crossed. 

Able leaders try their utmost to 
avoid and prevent the outbreak of 
war by detecting powder kegs wait
ing for a spark, pro-actively taking 
remedial action and accepting the 
fact that politics is the art of the pos
sible. The idea probably dates back 
to antiquity, but it is generally asso
ciated with German statesman Otto 
von Bismarck (1815-98), who said 
that “politics is the art of the possi
ble, the attainable — the art of the 
next best”
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NBA star calls student who 
was hurt in mass shooting

hotels was close to 32 percent, up 4 
percentage points from a year earli
er,” he said.

The Lhasa tourism development 
bureau also hosted various activities 
during the Losar holiday, including 
organizing events for tourists to 
experience local Tibetan customs 
and taking them to exhibitions of 
intangible cultural heritage.

Tibet has launched a new round 
of its winter tourism campaign to 
attract more visitors to the region 
between Jan 1 and March 15, aiming 
to encourage more visitors to appre
ciate the region’s scenery. It offers

By PALDEN NYIMA 
and DAQJONG in Lhasa

be unveiled at the gatherings, which 
come at a critical juncture as China 
pursues high-quality development 

Achieving stable, sustainable 
economic growth will be vital for 
the nation this year.

In October, the 20th National 
Congress of the Communist Party 
of China determined that the com
ing five years will be crucial for 
getting the country’s efforts to 
build a modern socialist country 
in all respects off to a good start.

and songs to attract more tourists. 
Norbu Tsering, a Tibetan Opera 

performer, said the village received 
more than 100 tourists during the 
first few days of Losar, bringing 
additional income as well as happi
ness to his fellow villagers.

“A total of 14 tourists stayed in my 
family inn during the first three 
days of Losar, where they enjoyed 
homemade cuisine,” he said on 
Wednesday.

“It was the first time for many 
tourists to stay with a Tibetan family 
and spend New Year together, and 
they all enjoyed our unique customs 
and cultures,” he said.

‘The Tibetan opera in our village 
attracts many tourists every year 
and, therefore, more than 70 out of 
120 households in our village oper
ate family inns,” he added.

“With the COVID-19 pandemic sit
uation turning better everywhere, I 
hope more tourists will come to our 
village to observe the beautiful land
scape and our culture.”

hina is expected to maintain 
stable macroeconomic poli
cies this year with optimized 

structural support to strengthen its 
economic rebound amid lingering 
external challenges, according to 
economists and policy advisers.

With the annual two sessions 
approaching, markets are closely 
watching how the nation will cali
brate its fiscal and monetary poli
cies when the country’s top 
legislature and top political advi
sory body meet.

Headline policy targets such as 
annual GDP growth, the fiscal defi
cit, inflation and employment will

free entry to some scenic spots as 
well as off-season prices on flights 
and star-rated hotels.

Zhang Feiyan, a tourist from Bei
jing, said she spent three days in 
Lhasa and visited the Tibet Museum 
and Norbulingka Park.

“We have tasted a lot of local cui
sine, and we had the opportunity to 
tour Potala Palace. We are enjoying 
our time here,” she said.

Other parts of the region also saw 
an influx of tourists.

In Tashi Choten, a village in the 
city of Lhokha, villagers performed 
Tibetan Opera, traditional dances

Lhasa, the capital of the Tibet 
autonomous region, has witnessed a 
rebound in tourism, with visitors 
flocking there mainly because of 
cultural activities during the Tibet
an Losar New Year holiday period, 
which ended on Sunday.

The uptrend is expected to con
tinue, however, as the holiday cele
brations continue to be observed in 
some parts of the region and a win
ter tourism campaign continues 
through mid-March.

During the seven-day holiday, the 
city recorded more than 261,000 vis
its by domestic and overseas tour
ists, an increase of 18 percent year- 
on-year, Lhasa Daily reported.

Losar New Year is one of the most 
important festivals for Tibetans. Peo
ple who work for the government 
were given a seven-day holiday start
ing on Feb 20, but the celebrations 
can last for 15 days in rural areas.

During the seven days, Lhasa took 
in tourism revenue of more than 183 
million yuan ($26.6 million), up 
17.31 percent year-on-year, accord
ing to the city’s tourism develop
ment bureau.

“Of the total tourists, 193,000 
chose a one-day-trip tour, and more 
than 68,000 spent nights in Lhasa,” 
NgakwangTrinley, a bureau official, 
was quoted as saying by Lhasa Daily 
on Tuesday.

‘The average occupancy rate of

totally agrees with and supports 
China’s position and a proposed 
political resettlement of the 
Ukraine crisis, which are signifi
cant to resolving the crisis.

On bilateral ties, Xi said that 
against the backdrop of increasing 
instability and uncertainties in the 
international landscape, China 
stands ready to work with Belarus 
to advance the high-level, healthy 
and stable development of the 
countries’ relations.

China-Belarus friendship is 
unbreakable, and the two coun
tries should constantly enhance 
political mutual trust and treat 
each other as a true friend and 
good partner, he said.

Xi appreciated Belarus’ firm sup

port for China’s position on the Tai
wan question as well as issues con
cerning the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region and human rights.

He said that both countries 
should support each other in pur
suing a development path of their 
own choice and in upholding their 
own core interests, and oppose 
external interference in domestic 
affairs to safeguard both countries’ 
sovereign and political security.

Xi called for expanding economic 
and trade cooperation between the 
two countries and promoting the 
building of the China-Belarus 
Industrial Park.

China appreciates Belarus sup-
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By ZHOU LANXU, ZHANG YUE 
and OUYANG SHIJIA

A horseback rider and partner perform during the Tibetan Losar New 
Year holiday in Lhasa, Tibet autonomous region, on Feb 23. 
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M ■ t

porting the Global Development 
Initiative and Global Security Initi
ative, and is willing to strengthen 
coordination and cooperation with 
Belarus within the multilateral 
framework, including the United 
Nations, to jointly cope with global 
challenges, he added.

Lukashenko said Belarus will 
always stand with China and firmly 
supports China in safeguarding its 
core interests.

He commended China’s impor
tant role in upholding world peace, 
saying Belarus is ready to boost 
coordination with China on major 
international and regional affairs 
and work together to promote 
regional and global security and 
stability.
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I Nation’s new energy vehicle industry 
revs up after lackluster start of year

President Xi Jinping called on 
Wednesday for a political settle
ment of the Russia-Ukraine con
flict, urging relevant countries to 
stop their attempts to politicize 
the global economy and make ear
nest efforts to contribute to a 
cease-fire and peaceful resolution 
of the crisis.

Xi made the remarks in talks in 
Beijing with visiting Belarusian 
President Alexander Lukashenko, 
who started a three-day state visit 
to China on Tuesday.

The two presidents pledged to 
strengthen bilateral cooperation in 
a wide range of fields and 
exchanged views on the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict

They signed a joint statement 
on further developing the all- 
weather comprehensive strategic 
partnership between China and 
Belarus, and witnessed the sign
ing of an array of bilateral cooper
ation documents in the fields of 
the economy and trade, industry, 
agriculture, customs, science and 
technology, health, tourism, 
sports and subnational-level col
laboration.

Regarding the Ukraine crisis, Xi 
said that China’s position on the 
issue is consistent and clear, with 
facilitating peace talks at its core. 

He stressed the need to adhere to 
a political settlement of the crisis, 
abandon the Cold War mentality, 
respect the legitimate security con
cerns of all countries, and strive to 
build a balanced, effective and sus
tainable security architecture in 
Europe.

Relevant countries should stop 
politicizing the global economy 
and using it as a tool, and instead 
do something that is conducive to 
ceasing hostilities and help find a 
peaceful resolution of the crisis, 
Xi said.

On Friday, China issued a 
12-point position paper on the 
political settlement of the Ukraine 
crisis.

Lukashenko said that his country

Solutions to resolve
Russia-Ukraine crisis 
discussed with visiting 
Belarusian president

INSIDE

China responding to security threats 
Global Views, page 13

By CAO DESHENG
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping meets with Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Wednesday. 
FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY

Cultivating talent 
seen as a key way to 
meet carbon goals

Before the official talks, Xi held a 
grand welcoming ceremony for 
Lukashenko at the Great Hall of the 
People.

Lukashenko’s visit comes as China 
works toward economic recovery 
after the country’s top leadership 
announced on Feb 16 a “major, deci
sive victory” in the fight against 
COVID-19. It also takes place at a 
time of increased tensions between 
the West and Russia and the West 
and Belarus over the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict

Lukashenko also met on 
Wednesday with Premier Li Keqi
ang and Li Zhanshu, chairman of 
the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress, the 
nation’s top legislature.

261,000
visits
The number of trips by domestic 
and overseas tourists to Lhasa 
during the seven-day Losar New 
Year holiday

STABLE ECONOMIC
POLICIES LIKELY

TO REMAIN
------------------♦-------------------

Rebound to be consolidated 
amid external challenges, experts say

give peace 
a chance
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making companies unwilling to 
increase investment, expand pro
duction and hire more employees,” 
Zhu said.

Data from the National Bureau 
of Statistics, or NBS, show exports 
of goods fell by 0.5 percent in Chi
na year-on-year to 2.16 trillion 
yuan ($310 billion) in December, 
indicating the downside risk fee
ing external demand.

Zhu said direct support for con
sumers can help “start the engine 
of policy transmission”, adding 
that consumption stimulus for 
specific sectors, including big-tick
et items such as home appliances 
and automobiles, is likely to be 
announced at the two sessions.

A less likely but still advisable 
option would be to provide nation
wide cash subsidies or consump
tion vouchers, including those in 
the form of the digital yuan, or 
e-CNY, to low- and middle-income

x •
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At home, China has entered a 
new phase of COVID-19 contain
ment, with increased population 
mobility and consumer activity. 
Fine-tuning policy regarding the 
real estate sector and platform 
enterprises has added confi
dence to economic recovery.

However, external challenges 
remain as global economic 
downward risks mount. Experts 
caution that this station could 
lead to negative growth in Chi
na’s exports. Risks also linger 
regarding geopolitical tensions, 
supply chain fragmentation and 
interest rate rises in the United 
States.

For the Chinese economy to 
sail through these external 
headwinds, the experts said the 
nation’s macroeconomic policies 
are expected to extend steady 
support for economic growth — 
avoiding either sharply tighten
ing policy stance or overstimu
lating the economy.

While the overall strength of 
macroeconomic policies may be 
kept stable and moderate, they 
said the structure of support will 
likely be optimized to spur a con- 
sumption-led recovery and 
accelerate economic upgrading 
to increase the country’s poten
tial for high-quality develop
ment.

Robin Xing, Morgan Stanley’s 
chief China economist, said, 
“Macroeconomic policies are 
expected to stay relatively 
accommodative throughout this 
year to ensure a steady economic 
recovery from COVID-19 with
out a sharp tightening of policy 
stance.”

In the run-up to the two ses
sions, the country’s leadership 
vowed at the tone-setting Cen
tral Economic Work Conference 
in December that proactive fis
cal policy and prudent monetary 
policy would continue to be 
implemented this year.

At the meeting, it was decided 
to place the focus on boosting 
domestic demand by prioritiz
ing the recovery and expansion 
of consumption, while underlin
ing moves to improve public 
expectations and boosting confi
dence for development.

A detailed macroeconomic 
policy agenda in line with these 
priorities is expected to be 
announced at the two sessions, 
which may set the GDP growth 
target for this year at more than 
5 percent, or about 5.5 percent 
year-on-year, up from last year’s 
GDP expansion of 3 percent, the 
experts said.

Signaling a proactive fiscal 
stance, the nation may raise its 
deficit-to-GDP ratio — the short
fall in a government’s income 
compared with its spending as a 
percentage of GDP — from 2.8 
percent last year to about 3 per
cent or even slightly higher at 
the two sessions, they said.

While a deficit-to-GDP ratio of 
3 percent is traditionally consid
ered a technical red line, the 
experts said it is unreasonable to 
rigidly adhere to the 3 percent 
rule as long as China’s economic 
growth is sufficiently fest to pay 
for the deficit.

Su Jingchun, an associate 
researcher at the Chinese Acade
my of Fiscal Sciences, or CAFS, 
said: “I do not see 3 percent as a 
line in the sand. When macroe
conomic conditions permit, 
increasing the deficit ratio can 
actually generate positive out
comes in economic activities.”

Zhu Haibin, JPMorgan’s chief 
China economist, said the 
nation’s budget deficit-to-GDP 
ratio may be raised to about 3 
percent as an expansionary fis
cal policy is maintained this 
year, although the overall

Consumption focus
Compared with last year, when 

COVID-19 control measures, infra
structure investment, and tax 
refunds and cuts for businesses 
dominated China’s fiscal expan
sion, fiscal policy this year may 
feature increased direct support 
for consumption, Zhu said.

He added that in contrast to the 
previous policy focus of providing 
aid for businesses, it is advisable 
for China to directly support con
sumers this year, because busi
ness-oriented stimulus measures 
could face obstacles in driving 
employment and wage growth as 
external demand weakens.

“If domestic demand cannot be 
fully unleashed while external 
demand sours, the goods pro
duced by companies may not sell,

strength of fiscal support may 
edge down from last year.

kt
Monetary support

There is still room for cutting 
interest rates to spur invest
ment, reduce household costs 
and ease the government’s abili
ty to sendee debt, said Zhang, 
who is also deputy director of 
the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences’ Institute of World Eco
nomics and Politics.

Cheng, from ICBC Internation
al, agreed that an interest rate cut 
could be adopted this year if eco
nomic growth needs to be consoli
dated, but he expects overall 
interest rate levels to remain sta
ble to maintain steady support for 
the real economy.

Structural monetary tools, 
such as a targeted reduction in 
the reserve requirement ratio, 
are expected to be further used 
to support key areas and opti
mize economic structure, Cheng 
added.

With monetary policy to be 
held steady, experts said the two 
sessions may, like last year, set a 
target for social financing 
growth to be generally on par 
with nominal GDP growth, 
while the annual inflation target 
may also remain unchanged at 
about 3 percent.

This forecast is in line with the 
latest monetary policy report 
from the People’s Bank of China, 
which on Friday vowed to 
ensure stable, sustainable sup
port for the real economy, main
tain effective credit growth, and 
heed changes in inflation.

Structural monetary tools will 
focus on providing reasonable, 
moderate support for key areas 
such as inclusive finance, tech
nological innovation and green 
development, the report said.

Joong Shik Kang, deputy mis
sion chief for China at the Inter
national Monetary Fund’s Asia 
and Pacific Department, said 
further monetary accommoda
tion and neutral fiscal policy are 
necessary for China, and such 
policies can help protect the 
nation’s consumption-led recov
ery from the risks of slowing 
global growth and real estate 
weakness.

“The recovery is good news 
not only for China, but for the 
rest of the world,” he said.

IMF estimates suggest that for 
every percentage point of high er 
growth in China, activity in oth
er economies rises on average by 
0.3 percentage point, with those 
economies with deeper trade 
links with China benefiting the 
most.

households, whose income levels 
were hit by the pandemic, Zhu 
said.

With the rate at which consum
ers save falling, the contribution of 
consumption to China’s GDP 
growth this year — which is fore
cast to reach 5.6 percent — may 
rise to 4.1 percentage points, up 
from 1 percentage point last year, 
Zhu added.

A consumption rebound has 
already started. Sales revenue of 
consumption-related industries 
during the Spring Festival holiday, 
which ended in late January, rose 
by 12.2 percent from a year earlier, 
and by 12.4 percent compared with 
the same period in 2019, the State 
Taxation Administration said.

Cheng Shi, chief economist at 
ICBC International, said it is rea
sonable to increase the number of 
items eligible for personal income 
tax deductions to raise consumers’

disposable income, adding that 
measures to tap the rising spend
ing power of rural residents may 
also be on the way.

While consumption will emerge 
as a major driver of growth this 
year, the experts called for policy 
efforts to maintain resilient 
growth in investment, which is key 
to expanding consumption while 
setting the stage for future expan
sion.

Xing, from Morgan Stanley, said 
this year’s quota of local govern
ment special bonds — a key fund
ing source for infrastructure 
construction — may be expanded 
modestly, but not aggressively, at 
the two sessions, underpinning 
annual growth in infrastructure 
investment of about 10 percent.

Property development is expect
ed to stabilize as policy adjust
ments filter through, helping this 
year’s combined fixed-asset invest

ment growth in property and 
infrastructure rise to about 4 
percent year-on-year, Xing add
ed.

Last year, while government- 
led infrastructure investment 
registered a buoyant 9.4 percent 
growth, property development 
investment fell by 10 percent 
and fixed-asset investment 
made by the private sector — 
mainly composed of smaller 
businesses — only expanded by 
0.9 percent, the NBS said.

Su, from CAFS, said that to 
facilitate the growth of smaller 
businesses and anchor market 
expectations, the scale of tax and 
fee cuts this year will likely be 
held steady compared with last 
year, with a focus on securing 
the operation of market players. 

Zhang Bin, a member of the 
National Committee of the Chi
nese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference, said, “The 
biggest challenge feeing China’s 
recovery is the lukewarm 
momentum of private invest
ment — a key determinant of 
growth in employment, income 
and consumption.”
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Macroeconomic policies are expected to stay relatively accommodative throughout 

this year to ensure a steady economic recovery from COVID-19 without a sharp 
tightening of policy stance.” 

Robin Xing, Morgan Stanley's chief China economist
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China expected to focus on
stabilizing relations with US
Greater communication, collaboration can ease tensions, experts say
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eign Ministry recently released 
the central government’s Global 
Security Initiative Concept Paper, 
which already had expressed Chi
na’s determination to “support 
political settlement of hotspot 
issues such as the Ukraine crisis 
through dialogue and negotia
tion”.

The detailed concept paper 
starts by pointing out that “the 
issue of security bears on the well
being of people of all countries, 
the lofty cause of world peace and 
development, and die future of 
humanity”.

It reaffirms six core concepts and 
principles, among diem to “stay 
committed to respecting the sover
eignty and territorial integrity of all 
countries”

It also expresses support for the 
ASEAN-centered regional security 
cooperation mechanism and 
architecture, as well as regional 
peace efforts by African, Latin 
American, Caribbean and Middle 
Eastern countries. It mentions 
China’s willingness to leverage the 
roles of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and the BRICS 

By YIFAN XU in Washington 

yiftmxu@chinadailyusa.com

Of course, politics — ultimately 
involving the existential question of 
war and peace — is always a huge 
challenge.

Albert Einstein (1879-1955), 
who would probably have loved to 
hear Lennon’s peace song, said 
that “politics is more difficult 
than physics.”

China’s military theorist Sun Tzu 
(544-496 BC) noted that war drains 
resources and, consequently, 
should be minimized as much as 
possible. Therefore, any war should 
be as short as possible.

This is one more reason that die 
fighting in Ukraine should be 
brought to an end as soon as possi
ble, as the conflict that led to Rus
sia’s “special military operation”, 
which started a year ago, actually 
goes back to 2014.

China formally announced its 
Position on the Political Settle
ment of the Ukraine Crisis on Fri
day, coinciding with the first 
anniversary of Moscow’s “special 
military operation”.

The 12-point position paper is a

reasonable effort to give peace a 
chance by listing a dozen recom
mendations: respecting the sover
eignty' of all countries, 
abandoning the Cold War mental
ity, ceasing hostilities, resuming 
peace talks, resolving the humani
tarian crisis, protecting civilians 
and prisoners of war, keeping 
nuclear power plants safe, reduc
ing strategic risks, facilitating 
grain exports, stopping unilateral 
sanctions, keeping industrial and 
supply chains stable and promot
ing post-conflict reconstruction. 

The paper stresses, quite right
ly, that “the legitimate security 
interests and concerns of all coun
tries must be taken seriously and 
addressed properly”. It also 
emphasizes that “nuclear weap
ons must not be used and nuclear 
wars must not be fought” and 
reaffirms that China opposes uni
lateral sanctions not authorized 
by the United Nations Security 
Council.

Unlike some Western leaders’ 
cool response, Ukrainian Presi
dent Volodymyr Zelensky has cau
tiously welcomed the 12-point 

peace plan put forward by Bei
jing. He stressed at a news confer
ence in Kyiv on Friday that the 
plan was “not bad” adding that 
there were points in the Chinese 
proposals that he agreed with and 
“those that we don’t”

Zelensky also said, “I am plan
ning to meet with (President) Xi 
Jinping,” adding, “This will be 
important for world security.” 

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres has welcomed China’s 
position paper through his spokes
man, Stephane Dujarric. 

“I think the plan put forward by 
the Chinese government is an 
important contribution,” Dujarric 
told a regular media briefing on 
Friday, adding, “I think the call on 
the need to avoid the use of nucle
ar weapons is particularly impor
tant."

Let’s hope that the West — in par
ticular Washington as well as Brus
sels (where both the European 
Union and NATO have their head
quarters) — will have a second look 
at Beijing’s peace plan.

The position paper did not 
come out of the blue. China’s For

cooperation mechanism. 
BRICS will possibly expand its 

membership by adding countries 
such asTurkiye, Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and Indonesia in the near 
future.

It already represents some 40 
percent of the world’s population, 
and with its likely enlargement, 
more than half of the world’s 8 
billion inhabitants would come 
under its umbrella. 

The Ukraine bloodshed must be 
brought to an end through diplo
matic efforts as quickly as possi
ble. This would require a 
willingness by both sides to com
promise, so that world leaders can 
finally work together again, free 
of ideological shackles, to come to 
grips with the world’s most press
ing issues, such as climate-friend
ly development, poverty 
alleviation, international migra
tion flows and the prevention of 
epidemics and other global health 
threats.

HOUSTON
1001 South Dairy Ashford. Suite 100
Houston, TX 77077 
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China is expected to place “sig
nificant importance” on stabilizing 
its relationship with the United 
States during this year’s two ses
sions, a foreign policy expert in the 
US said, as other analysts called for 
improved dialogue between the 
two nations.

The National People’s Congress, 
China’s top legislature, will hold 
its annual meeting on Sunday, 
while the meeting of the National 
Committee of the Chinese Peo
ple’s Political Consultative Con
ference, the country’s top political 
advisory body, will take place on 
Saturday. Both meetings will be 
held in Beijing. The annual two 
sessions will unveil China’s poli
cies in areas including the econo
my, military, trade, diplomacy and 
the environment.

China is expected to seek more 
constructive ties with the US, said 
Sourabh Gupta, a senior fellow at 
the Washington-based Institute 
for China-America Studies.

“The first step toward making a 
constructive relationship is to sta
bilize that relationship,” Gupta told 
China Daily.

He said the administration of 
US President Joe Biden seems to 
be competing “very strongly and 
maybe unfairly” in the trade and 
technology fields, however, “in

The People’s Liberation Army 
Navy could soon have a new carrier- 
borne combat aircraft, named by 
observers as the J-35, a recruitment 
video published by the Navy suggests. 

In the video, released on Monday 
evening, a young Navy pilot from an 
aircraft carrier aviation unit is 
ordered to undertake a new, chal
lenging task and walks toward what 
appears to be a stealth fighter jet.

Due to secrecy considerations, 
the presentation is blurry, but the 
stealth aircraft appears to have a 
typical radar-evading aerodynamic 
design and a feature used only on 
carrier-based planes — folding 
wings. Its appearance is quite dif
ferent from that of the J-15, a con
ventionally shaped fighter jet 
currently deployed on Chinese air
craft carriers.

This is the first time the Navy 
has hinted at a new carrier-borne 
fighter jet since the J-15 came into 
service a decade ago.

Song Zhongping, a military affairs 
commentator and retired officer 
from the PLA, said on Tuesday that 
judging by the aircraft’s features seen 
in the video, the new jet is the J-35.

Military observers have long 
been speculating about the possi
ble features of a new-generation, 
carrier-borne combat plane. The 
aircraft, whose design work was 
finished in Liaoning province at the 
Shenyang Aircraft Design and 
Research Institute, a subsidiary of 
Aviation Industry Corp of China, is 
undergoing test flights, according 
to observers.

Several pictures of a medium
sized stealth fighter jet circulating 
on Chinese weapons websites have 
reinforced reports that the new 
plane is nearly ready for delivery.

The J-15, built by AVIC Shenyang 
Aircraft Corp, is nowtheonly carrier
based fighter jet in China.

Though the jet has strong capa
bilities comparable to those of Rus
sia’s Su-33 and the United States’ 
F/A-18 Hornet, analysts have said it 
is not good enough to confront

University, told China Daily that 
there had been insufficient com
munication between the US and 
China in addressing the balloon 
incident and the fallout from it

An opportunity was missed to 
solve the problem quietly and 
calmly together, and matters were 
made worse, Midgley said.

“Conversation is what col
leagues do. It’s what partners do. 
And conversation is more impor
tant when there are differences, 
when there are problems,” he said. 
“That’s tiie time to talk. It’s not the 
time to retreat.”

Midgley stressed there was a real 
opportunity for the US to work 
with its most important global 
partner not only in economic areas, 
but also on security.

Rorry Daniels, managing direct
or of the Asia Society Policy Insti
tute, said the balloon incident 
showed the US-China relationship 
is in a relatively fragile state.

She said the decision by US Sec
retary of State Antony Blinken to 
postpone rather than cancel a 
planned trip to China because of 
the incident was a positive sign. 

“Perhaps this incident can serve 
as a learning example for both 
sides to improve coordination and 
communication in the future,” 
Daniels told China Daily. “We need 
to build sustainable relationships 
between people, officials and 
experts from both sides in order to
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better understand the opportuni
ties for collaboration and to man
age risk and competition.”

Douglas Paal, a former US diplo
mat and scholar at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace, told China Daily that “there 
are many smaller things that can be 
done or not done that might lower 
the temperature” between the US 
and China.

His suggestions include improv
ing issuance of visas, reopening 
closed consulates, improving coop
eration on international economic 
issues, such as least developed 
countries’ debt, choosing not to 
berate each other, and supporting a 
strengthening of international 
institutions such as the World 
Trade Organization.

On trade, Gupta said he did not 
foresee the US deficit with China 
coming down, noting the US trade 
deficit with China in 2022 was the 
second largest on record, at 
$382.9 billion.

Meanwhile, US-China trade vol
ume hit a record high last year, 
according to the latest official data. 

“In spite of the many tariffs and 
many controls, and border barriers 
that the US has erected against 
China, I think the US will still run a 
very large trade deficit with China,” 
Gupta said.

The goal for China, regardless of 
what the US does or doesn’t do, is 
to keep becoming a more promi
nent player in international trade, 
both in terms of imports and 
exports, he added.

“Part of that also is deepening its 
engagement with other partners by 
way of comprehensive trade agree
ments such as the CPTPP (Compre
hensive and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership) or 
getting tiie Europeans to pass the 
comprehensive agreement on 
investment,” he said.

the broader US-China relation
ship, they want to add stability to 
it, and I should think China wel
comes it”.

“I think the Chinese side values 
the feet that the White House is 
interested in not adding to the ten
sions but in trying to ameliorate 
those tensions and have a more sta
bilized relationship,” he said.

US-China relations had “derailed 
a little bit because of the balloon 
incident” Gupta said.

On Feb 4, the US shot down an 
unmanned Chinese civilian air
ship, despite China’s repeated 
explanations that its entry into US 
airspace was an unintended and 
isolated incident caused by force 
majeure.

Gupta said he saw the incident as 
a passing phenomenon and a tem
porary setback to the relationship. 

“So, coming out of the two ses
sions, I foresee China placing, not 
overriding importance to the US 
relationship, but significant 
importance in stabilizing the US 
relationship. And I think that will 
be a good thing.”

Jack Midgley, principal of global 
consultancy Midgley & Co and an 
adjunct associate professor of 
security studies at Georgetown

stealth aircraft, and therefore China 
needs a new type to handle chal
lenges from navies equipped with 
stealth jets.

“Upon its deployment, the J-35 
can team up with the J-15, like the 
combination of the US F/A-18 and 
the F-35. The J-35’s biggest edge is 
its stealth capability, and it also has 
strong combat capability in air and 
sea operations. The combination of 
the J-15 and the J-35 will enable each 
of them to give play to their advanta
ges in operations,” Song said.

Wang Ya’nan, chief editor of 
Aerospace Knowledge magazine, 
said it is widely believed among 
observers that the new carrier- 
borne jet must have been designed 
based on the FC-31, the nation’s sec
ond type of stealth combat aircraft 
designed by the Shenyang Aircraft 
Design and Research Institute for 
the export market.

The FC-31 was unveiled in Octo
ber 2012, when its first prototype 
made its debut flight, becoming Chi
na’s second fifth-generation fighter 
jet following the J-20.

“It is a good decision to design the 
new carrier-borne fighter jet based 
on the FC-31, because the latter has 
stealth capability and a medium size 
suitable for large-scale deployment 
on an aircraft carrier,” Wang said. 

“I’m sure that the new jet will be 
capable of connecting with multiple 
operational platforms such as 
ground weapons, unmanned air
craft and even ballistic missile units 
so it can operate in accordance with 
information from various domains,” 
Wang added.

The Navy now operates two carri
ers — the CNS Liaoning and the 
CNS Shandong. The Liaoning was 
commissioned to the Navy in Sep
tember 2012 after being refitted in 
China for several years from an 
imported Soviet-era vessel; the 
Shandong, which was domestically 
designed and built, entered service 
in December 2019.

The CNS Fujian, China’s third air
craft carrier, is in tiie final stage of 
construction at a shipyard in Shang
hai and will undergo sea trials this 
year, according to its commanders.
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The Ukraine 
bloodshed must 
be brought to an 
end through dip
lomatic efforts as 
quickly as possi
ble. This would 

require a willing
ness by both 

sides to compro
mise, so that 

world leaders can 
finally work 

together again, 
free of ideological 
shackles, to come 
to grips with the 

world’s most 
pressing issues.

By ZHAO LEI
zhaotei@chinadaity.com.cn
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An aerial image taken on Tuesday shows a mudslide that damaged homes in La Canada Flintridge in Los Angeles County, California, the 
United States, following heavy rain and winter storms. The US National Weather Service forecast that a powerful weather system would 
affect several states on Thursday. Patrick t. fallon / afp
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Chinese doctors treat Africa’s ill
Embassy lauds medics for ‘saving the lives of the wounded and dying’ in Ghana
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With innovation, young inheritors see future for traditional arts
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By ZHENG CAJXIONG in Guangzhou 

and ZHOU HUIYING

Contact the writers at
zhengcaixiong@chinadaily.com.cn

Hu Dongmei in Yinchuan and Li 
Wenfang in Guangzhou contributed
to this story.
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said. “In the past, the art was mostly 
used to create feather and chrysan
themum patterns. Now, landscapes, 
figures, flowers and birds can also 
be twisted into finished pieces.”

Chai and his fellow craftsmen are 
also working with universities to 
improve both the clay used and the 
techniques to glaze it, and have reg
istered a number of patents.

“Intangible cultural heritage can 
best be appreciated and passed 
down to future generations only if it 
integrates modem aesthetics and is 
suited to today’s life,” Tian said.

According to Chai Zhanzhu, an 
inheritor of jiaotai ci, or “twisted 
clay porcelain”, the vitality of intan
gible cultural heritage lies in inno
vation.

Jiaotai ci is listed as a national
level intangible cultural heritage. It 
is made by using porcelain of two or 
more colors and is known for its del
icate twisting and firing techniques. 
Once lost, the technique was 
retrieved through the efforts of 
skilled craftsmen and scholars.

“Innovation is our focus in carry
ing forward the technique,” Chai

Born into a family of potters in 
Shanxi province, Qiao Lin returned 
to her hometown to produce fahua, 
a kind of glazed porcelain, after 
studying in the United States

“When I saw the enthusiasm peo
ple in the US had ior fahua work, I 
thought about passing on the skill 
and even invigorating it,” she said. 

Qiao has been exploring new 
designs including innovations in 
color glazing, and her pieces are par
ticularly popular with young people. 

In central China’s Henan prov
ince, 32-year-old Chang Yangyang is 
a papercut artist and a vlogger with 
over 340,000 followers on Douyin, 
the Chinese version of TikTok.

“Social media has created a bridge 
between young people and the tra
ditional culture in which they have 
an interest,” Chang said.

Apart from livestreaming himself 
making papercuts, Chang also sells 
papercuts online, with pieces 
depicting everything from tradi
tional Chinese customs to interna
tional soccer stars.

‘This precious folk art of paper 
cutting should not be allowed to 
fade away from modem life. I hope 
to show the art to more young peo
ple and instill a love of paper cut
ting, and further promote the art,” 
he said.

He said that his tallage now has 
six companies, one professional 
cooperative and 20 family work
shops engaged in the production, 
processing, sale and research into 
the tradition, and sells around 
300,000 pieces a year, and more 
young artisans are learning tradi
tional skills and reaching larger 
audiences with their art.

Li Furong said she has devel
oped deep feelings for Benin after 
serving as a medical aid worker in 
the western African nation three 
times over the last two decades. 

“Many people there have 
become my friends,” said Li, head 
of the 26th Chinese medical team 
sent to Benin. The group left Yin
chuan, Ningxia Hui autonomous 
region, on Aug 3 for an 18-month 
stint in the country.

The senior ophthalmologist 
from the First People’s Hospital of 
Yinchuan previously joined the 
team in 2002 and 2016.

“I am hoping I can help treat 
more people this time,” Li told 
media via a video link from Benin. 

The medical workers have devel
oped a deep respect and care for 
Benin’s people after years of con
tact and treatment.

Li said that some people in 
Benin think of Chinese doctors as 
their most trusted friends. 

“Each time they receive treat
ment, they say: ‘Thank you, my 
friends. Chinese doctors are 
great’,” she said.

Since 1978, Ningxia has sent 26 
medical aid teams and 616 medical 
workers to Benin based on a proto
col signed between the Chinese 
and the Beninese governments.

Making use of their wide range 
of expertise, they have successfully 
performed around 100,000 opera
tions and saved millions of lives. 

Chinese doctors have won rec
ognition and praise from local gov
ernments, the Beninese people 
and Chinese embassies. Thirty- 
three former participants have 
been awarded Benin’s Medal of 
Honor.

The doctors are not just mem
bers of medical teams, but also

.’■k

People swarm to the Nanmen Night Market in Haikou, Hainan 
province, on Feb 2. provided to china daily

J*

thanks from a Beninese hospital in 
recognition of his dedication.

Chen Zhanlong, a senior doctor' 
at the General Hospital of Ningxia 
Medical University’s emergency 
department, said that his team 
had treated some 100 overseas 
Chinese, including entrepreneurs 
and embassy staff members infect
ed with COVID-19, and served 
about 13,000 Beninese over the 
previous two years. Chen was head 
of the 25th medical team, which 
arrived in Benin in 2020.

His team carried out numerous 
major operations, including reat
taching severed fingers and 
removing tumors in the neck and 
the abdominal cavity, and broke 
medical and health records in 
Benin over the past two years.

The Chinese embassy in Ghana 
has also spoken highly of the 11th 
Chinese medical team, which 
arrived in Ghana in March last 
year.

In a recent letter of commenda
tion, the embassy said that the 
team from Guangdong province 
fully embodied the spirit of Chi
nese medical foreign aid, “fearing 
no hardship, being willing to sacri
fice, saving the lives of the wound
ed and dying”.

The 11-member team, organized
by the Guangdong Provincial Peo
ple’s Hospital, includes senior anes
thesiologists, general surgeons, 
cardiologists, radiologists, neurolo
gists, acupuncturists, obstetricians, 
gynecologists and ophthalmologists,
among others.

They have organized free clinics, 
provided security to Chinese-fund
ed enterprises, helped embassy 
staff members with medical issues 
and saved the lives of many over
seas Chinese.

Their skills and ethics have won 
the affirmation and welcome of 
Ghana’s health ministry, the Chi
na-Canada Friendship Hospital, 
Chinese-funded companies and 
institutions and overseas Chinese 
residents, the letter said.

In addition to clinical work, the 
team trains Ghanaian medical 
staff through lectures, special 
training courses and clinical diag
noses and treatment to improve 
medical care and raise health
standards.

The team also carries out pre
vention and treatment for infec
tious diseases in the West African 
country, it said.

Its general surgeons have carried 
out 300 operations, including 40 
orthopedic and 200 obstetric sur
geries so far.

orations and having stall holders 
don period costumes. “It is inter
esting to experience traditional 
culture in an ancient-style mar
ket,” said Lou Hanbin, a tourist 
from Henan province who rented 
a costume to attend the market. 

Fei Luyuan, a local resident, 
said: “We are happy with the 
increasing number of night mar
kets in Haikou in recent years. 
They are appealing to a new dem
ographic and are enjoyed by 
more young people.”

Many cities have endeavored 
to boost spending and employ
ment, both negatively affected 
during the COVID-19 epidemic, 
by encouraging night markets. In 
Chongqing, one night market 
teems with temporary stalls set 
up in the trunks of cars.

“Shoppers enjoy the night mar
ket, and at the same time, it 
boosts the confidence of vendors. 
Its flexibility creates employ
ment alternatives for jobseek
ers,” said Liu Jiangyong, deputy 
director of the commerce com
mission of Chongqing’s Nan’an 
district.

Wang Ke, director of Haikou’s 
bureau of tourism, culture, radio, 
television, and sports, said that 
the government supports the 
emergence of creative night mar
kets, which can make use of cul
tural themes and cater to the 
demands of young shoppers. 

“Hainan is turning itself into 
an international tourism and 
shopping center and is encourag
ing new forms of purchasing,” 
Wang said. “Next, we will recruit 
people to help develop and 
upgrade market culture.”

HAIKOU — As night falls, the 
Xixili commercial street in Hai
kou, capital of Hainan province, 
comes to life.

An array of handmade orna
ments and snacks can be found 
in the many tented stalls at the 
night fair, attracting crowds of 
local residents and tourists.

Wang Hongyu was busy mak
ing hamburgers at a snack stall 
one evening recently. Running 
an internet technology company 
during the day, he sells burgers at 
night as a second business and 
for fun.

“Stall owners either see being 
here as a full-time job or as a way 
to make a bit more money,” Wang 
said, adding that he can make up 
to 10,000 yuan ($1,449) on a busy 
night.

Since the beginning of this year, 
new kinds of night markets have 
sprung up in the city, boosting 
spending and injecting momen
tum into the economic recovery 
from the COVID-19 doldrums.

Some of the markets have reg
ular opening times, while others 
operate on a pop-up basis. Inte
grating the latest fashions or imi
tating ancient Chinese markets, 
they have become particularly 
popular with young shoppers. 

“They are more diverse and 
inclusive, different than the tra
ditional night markets,” said 
Wang Yaqi, a sophomore from 
Hainan University who visited a 
pop-up fair selling toys, hand
made items and snacks on a 
weekend last month.

“You can see pet culture, hand
made culture and other subcul
tures popular with young 
people.”

Xu Dongjie, the owner of a pet 
stall at the market, said foot traf
fic there was higher than at her 
brick-and-mortar pet shop.

“They get to know us through 
this market and might become 
customers later,” she said.

For Xu, being part of the mar
ket is also a way to network and 
make friends. “Pets have their 
own friends, and we also need a 
new social life.”

At another pop-up market held 
one recent weekend, 30 stalls 
reproduced the atmosphere of 
the Song Dynasty (960-1279) 
period by putting up archaic dec

Tian Sheng, an inheritor of the 
tradition of Jiaonan New Year 
prints, was pleased to find himself 
surrounded by young visitors 
admiring his exquisite creations at a 
recent exhibition.

“In recent years, we have incor
porated some of the elements of 
Jiaonan New Year prints in our 
products, and they have become 
instant hits,” he said, picking up a 
porcelain tea set decorated with 
vivid scenes of planting and har
vesting.

The exhibition was held at China’s 
first annual conference on the pro
tection of intangible cultural heri
tage, which wrapped up in Xi’an, 
capital of Shaanxi province, last 
week.

As an example of municipal-level 
intangible cultural heritage from 
Qingdao, Shandong province, Jiao
nan New Year prints incorporate the 
features of traditional Chinese New 
Year paintings with the artistic 
touch of Gongbi paintings and 
paper cutting.

The elements all come together 
to create vibrant art populated 
with flamboyant figures, and the 
distinctive style is appreciated for 
its elegance.

Wang Yaqi, a sophomore from
Hainan University 

envoys of friendship. In addition 
to treating patients, they help 
train local staff and teach them 
how to use advanced medical 
technology.

They also tell China’s story 
through practical action, embody 
the spirit of Chinese foreign aid 
and contribute strength and wis
dom to the cause of human health. 

Ma Jie, an anesthesiologist at 
the First People’s Hospital of Yin
chuan, said that he was satisfied 
and proud to be able to help 
patients, and often remains in the 
hospital for long hours.

He said that Benin suffers from 
shortages of equipment and medi
cines, and some medical technolo
gies commonly used in China are 
unavailable.

“General anesthesia is usually 
administered during surgery on 
patients in shock, or in a critical or 
urgent condition,” he said. 

Ma once received a letter of
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Members of the 11th Chinese medical team in Ghana conduct a type-B ultrasonic check on a boy having hepatomegaly in a local orphanage 
during a treatment session, photos provided to china daily
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They(pop-up 
markets) are more 
diverse and 
inclusive, different 
than the traditional 
night markets.”

From left: Papercut artist Ge Ying (center) from Fengrun district in Tangshan city, Hebei province, teaches two local women her craft at her 
studio on Dec 31. zhu dayong/ for china daily Couple Rong Weichen (left) and Zhang Guihua make traditional woodblock New Year prints at
home in Liaocheng city, Shandong province, on Jan 4. zhang zhenxiang / for china daily
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Qiao Guangwei, head of the Chinese medical team in Benin, con
sults with a Beninese doctor in a local hospital in March 2020.

ii

*

i

N1



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/03/2023 6:11:09 PM

GvSuING GREENCHINA DAILY I GLOBALEDITION Thursday, March 2,2023 I 5

***• *•#•*•*•

Development of ‘green talent' essential
to help nation meet carbon goals
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September 2020: China announ
ces that it will peak carbon dioxide 

emissions by 2030 and achieve car
bon neutrality by 2060.

March 2021: The post of carbon 

emissions manager is recognized by 

the Ministry of Human Resources 
and Social Security.

July 2021: China’s carbon market 
starts trading online. 

April 2022: The Ministry of Edu
cation releases a plan to train peo

ple to work toward the nation's peak 

carbon and neutrality goals.

June 2022: The post of consult
ant of saving energy in buildings

national average of 10,558 yuan per month 
for that period.

energy-saving technologies in build
ings and the equipment installed in 

them, as well as in the surrounding 

environment.
Carbon neutrality: The state of net- 

zero carbon dioxide emissions, which 

can be reached by balancing emissions 
with carbon offsetting, usually by sav-

Contact the writer at
chengsi@chinadaily.com.cn

ing energy and afforestation programs. 
Carbon emissions manager: A per

son who is responsible for monitoring 
and calculating carbon dioxide emis

sions for government bodies and com

panies, and who also undertakes 

carbon trading and provides consultan

cy services.

Carbon emissions peak: After they 
reach a peak by a specified date, the 

volume of emissions begins to decline. 
Consultant for saving energy In 

buildings and emissions reduction: 

A person who provides related servi

ces. including trial runs of facilities, 
renovation and maintenance. They use

and emissions reduction gains offi
cial recognition as a new profession. 

September 2022: The Ministry 
of Human Resources and Social 

Security publishes the revised ver

sion of the nation’s list of occupa

tions, including 134 jobs related to 
the green economy.

9

hina needs more talented individ
uals who have knowledge of and 
skills related to the reduction of 
carbon emissions to help the coun

try achieve its carbon peak and neutrality 
goals, and to create a more livable environ
ment, according to experts.

In September 2020, the government 
announced plans to peak carbon dioxide 
emissions by 2030 and achieve carbon neu
trality by 2060. The targets have produced a 
“green change” in economic development, 
offering both opportunities and challenges, 
they said.

To achieve the goals, government depart
ments and authorities at all levels have in 
recent years made efforts to formulate guide
lines for green finance, low-carbon transpor
tation and construction of the carbon market 
Most important is the ongoing development 
of education and professional qualifications 
for people working toward the reduction of 
carbon emissions and carbon neutrality.

Shanghai Huantan Environmental Protec
tion Technology, said her company switched 
its focus to the carbon-related industry from 
die environmental protection sector in 2020. 

“We have a permanent recruitment cam
paign for green talent and have tailored 
training courses for such people. For exam
ple, the carbon emissions managers we hire 
offer services to help our customers reduce 
their emissions and pursue greener develop
ment,” she said.

“Specifically, a carbon emissions manager 
helps customers control and optimize their 
emissions reduction costs and avoid market 
risks by managing and evaluating their emis
sions data and carbon assets, and also by calcu
lating and analyzing their carbon footprints.”

He said that the job is complicated and 
requires sound, professional knowledge 
because different companies have their own 
ways of calculating carbon emissions.

“The carbon emissions data include some 
commercial core data such as consumption 
of energy and raw materials, and product 
output. So, many companies have concerns 
about giving us access to their raw data,” he 
told Changjiang Daily.

According to Yu, when companies are cal
culating precise emissions data, they can add 
the value of their carbon assets — which can 
directly or indirectly affect cash flow — and 
improve their competitiveness in the low- 
carbon industry.

Ding Wenqing,

Experts are calling for better education and training of individuals in related new 
professions to ensure the success of China’s climate targets. Cheng Si reports.

Work details
Yu Siyang has worked in the carbon indus

try for almost 10 years. The 37-year-old is a 
carbon emissions manager in Wuhan, capital 
of the central province of Hubei, providing 
solutions for government departments and 
companies.

He told Changjiang Daily, a news outlet in 
Hubei, that he uses a company’s carbon emis
sions data to calculate its carbon footprint in 
accordance with national standards, and 
then plans the company’s emissions reduc
tion targets and provides trading options 
with carbon sinks.

Standards, regulations
Recently, the nation has made steady 

efforts to improve the education system to 
produce more green talent and stepped up 
efforts to publish standards for the new pro
fessions to regulate career development in 
the process of fulfilling the carbon peak and 
neutrality goals.

For example, in July, the Ministry of 
Human Resources and Social Security start
ed canvassing public opinion for a draft of 
professional standards for carbon emis
sions managers, which should provide a 
clear definition of the job and its evaluation 
standards.

Moreover, in April, the Ministry of Educa
tion released an action plan to encourage the 
education of talented people in fields such as 
new energy, energy storage, hydrogen energy 
and carbon capture, which will encourage 
universities and colleges to update majors 
such as transportation and materials.

Under the guideline, universities will be 
helped to establish carbon neutrality col
leges to explore a range of new methods to 
develop green talent. For example, Zhe
jiang A&F University set up a carbon neu
trality college in October that offers majors 
on carbon sinks and environmental scien
ces. Talented individuals with knowledge 
of carbon monitoring, trading and use wall 
be produced through systematic educa
tion, it said.

Official recognition
In September, the Ministry of Human 

Resources and Social Security approved and 
published the latest version of the State-level 
list of occupations by recognizing 134 profes
sions related to the green economy.

Five related professions — such as carbon 
emissions manager and consultant for ener
gy saving in buildings and emissions reduc
tion — were included on the list.

“Countries and regions of the world are 
paying more attention to climate change, and 
they have released policies and measures to 
reduce carbon emissions, which requires 
more people to work on carbon-related 
research and practices to help implement the 
policies and the low-carbon goals,” said Fu 
Demin, founder of China Carbon Gold 
Wealth Communication, a company based in 
the southwestern province of Sichuan that 
provides technical services for the reduction 
of carbon emissions.

Fu said people with knowledge of the low- 
carbon sector and the skills to drive emis
sions reduction are of great importance to 
China’s industrial upgrading because new 
technologies, products, sources of energy and 
lifestyles have emerged in the field in recent 
years.

“These talented people and new profes
sions enjoy promising prospects because the 
world has raised the requirements and stan
dards for carbon emissions reduction and 
there is great demand for qualified workers,” 
she said.

“It’s estimated that tens of millions or even 
hundreds of millions of ‘green talents’ will be 
needed for the global market in the future.”

According to the China Association of 
Building Energy Efficiency, people working 
in the carbon peak and neutrality sector offer 
products or services that are beneficial to the 
protection of the environment and natural 
resources. They also make a contribution to 
saving energy or reducing the cost of natural 
resources in terms of production and envi
ronmental damage.

The association said these talented people 
are the key drivers for the nation’s fulfillment 
of the carbon peak and neutrality goals, and 
their recent development is a result of the 
green economy.

In addition, figures provided by industry 
organizations and recruitment agencies 
show that the market is in dire need of green 
talent. According to the China Petroleum and 
Chemical Industry Federation, from 2021 to 
2025, the country will need between 550,000 
and 1 million people working toward the car
bon peak and neutrality goals.

Using the job of carbon emissions manager 
as an example, the recruitment platform 
Zhaopin said that the number of vacancies 
offered by companies saw a notable rise after 
the profession was officially recognized by 
the Ministry of Human Resources and Social 
Security in March 2021.

Zhaopin said that by the fourth quarter of 
last year, the number of vacancies had risen 
fourfold compared with the first quarter of 
2021. Meanwhile, the average recruiting sala
ry for the position is about 15,300 yuan 
($2,205) a month, which is higher than the

Development outlook
However, experts said the nation still 

faces a labor shortfall in the carbon-related 
sector, especially workers with deep skills 
and knowledge. The profession’s certifica
tion and standards are also lagging behind 
the sector’s development, hampering career 
promotion.

Wu Yong, chairman of the China Associa
tion of Building Energy Efficiency, empha
sized the professionalism of green talent.

He used the example of the position of 
consultant for saving energy in buildings 
and emissions reduction, which gained offi
cial recognition as a new profession in June, 
saying that such employees should have 
strong knowledge of how to evaluate a 
building’s carbon emissions via profession
al tools, and should also know how to debug 
and operate installed equipment to make it 
more efficient.

“It’s their job to help maintain the build
ing’s facilities and know how to design or 
update it into a facility that can reduce energy 
requirements,” he said.

“These jobs all require strong professional 
knowledge and skills, but such knowledge 
may not be available on campuses because 
many universities and colleges don’t have 
related courses.”

Wu said he is bullish on the profession’s 
development and the association has drafted 
a standard for the job with assistance and 
guidance from government bodies and 
experts.

“We hope that students from different edu
cational backgrounds will be able to obtain 
systematic training at college in the future to 
improve their skills and ensure promotion in 
line with professional standards,” he said.

Ding, from Shanghai Huantan Environ
mental Protection Technology, is also bullish 
about the development of green talent, even 
though such people are currently in short 
supply.

“The central government lias delegated 
the task of carbon emissions reduction to 
local authorities, which have employed a 
range of companies. So, both the government 
and the companies have a growing demand 
for carbon-related talent. I think those people 
will share good prospects as we work toward 
the carbon peak and neutrality goals,” she 
said.

She added that her company is cooperat
ing with Shanghai International Studies Uni
versity to organize training programs on 
international communication of carbon neu
trality issues to help improve China’s ability 
to discuss climate management.
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By HENG WEILI in New York 
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spinal cord and critically injured 
his lungs”, leaving him paralyzed 
from the waist down.

“His parents from China are 
mentally crushed and traveled 
to Michigan to see him without 
being able to speak English,” wrote 
Qian, who acted as the translator 
for the family from Harbin, in 
Northeast China’s Heilongjiang 
province. “As he remains stabi
lized in the ICU with a breathing 
tube inserted in his lung, his fam
ily is facing significant financial 
burdens.”

Netizens expressed their con
cern in comments posted to a 
WeChat article seeking donations 
for Hao in China.

“Now that I am a mother, I 
understand how difficult it was 
for my mother to let me study 
abroad in the United States to 
realize my dream. I hope Hao can

visited New Delhi in March last year. 
Swaran Singh, a professor of 

diplomacy and disarmament at 
Jawaharlal Nehru University in 
New Delhi, said it is good that Qin’s 
first trip to India as foreign minis
ter is on the occasion of “a multilat
eral event when there is no 
pressure to resolve bilateral issues”

ByMOJENGXI
mojingri@chinadaily.com.cn

John Hao was in the hospital 
with catastrophic injuries suf
fered in the mass shooting at 
Michigan State University when 
he received a video call to lift his 
spirits.

The call came on Feb 22 from 
none other than NBA superstar 
James Harden, who counts Hao 
as a fan.

“Everything will work itself 
out. You’re strong,” Harden said 
during their conversation. “Keep 
pushing and keep fighting.”

Hao, 20, an international stu
dent from China, was among sev
eral people shot on the Michigan 
State campus in East Lansing late 
on Feb 13. Three students were 
killed, and at least five others 
were wounded. Another of the 
wounded students also is from 
China.

“I know it’s tough right now, 
but you have to stay physically 
strong, you know what I mean?” 
said Harden, 33, who plays for the 
Philadelphia 76ers. “You just got 
to think positive things and keep 
pushing and keep fighting.”

Harden concluded the Face- 
Time call by telling Hao, “Let me 
know if you need anything else.” 

Argent Qian, Hao’s col
lege roommate, explained in a 
GoFundMe.com campaign set 
up to help pay medical expenses 
that when Hao was shot in the 
back, “the bullet severed John’s

ed to upgrade the bilateral rela
tionship to a strategic partnership 
upon the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic ties.

In recent decades the two coun
tries have always understood and 
supported each other and achieved 
progress in promoting political 
mutual trust, practical collabora
tion in various areas and coordina
tion in multilateral organizations, 
among others.

The value of trade between Chi
na and Cyprus was $1.2 billion last 
year, 34.3 percent more than in 
2021, the General Administration 
of Customs said.

Christodoulides, 49, was sworn in 
on Tuesday as his country’s presi
dent, promising that finding a solu
tion to the long-lasting Cyprus issue 
will be his top priority.

The swearing-in ceremony in a 
special session of parliament 
marked the beginning of his five- 
year presidency, after he won a run
off election with 52 percent of the 
vote on Feb 12.

‘Good opportunity’
The visit “will give him and his 

Indian interlocutors a good oppor
tunity to get to know each other in a 
relaxed atmosphere” he said.

India lias said that during its G20 
presidency this year it will be the 
voice of the global south to address 
the challenges they face.

On Sunday Russia alleged that a 
G20 finance ministers’ meeting in 
Bengaluru, southern India, ended 
without a joint communique because 
of tlie “confrontational” approach 
toward Moscow by the “collective 
West” over the conflict in Ukraine.

The meeting of finance ministers 
and central bank governors on Sat
urday was unable to produce a joint 
declaration because of objections by 
Russia and China.

The G20 is an intergovernmental 
forum of the world’s major devel
oped and developing economies. Its 
members account for nearly two- 
thirds of the world’s population, 
more than 75 percent of global 
trade, and about 85 percent of the 
world’s GDP.

increasing investment in renewa
ble energy, green building con
struction, decreasing energy loss, 
and innovative practices such as 
green finance and other measures.” 

Calling the CPEC a game chang
er and a green corridor, Shakeel 
Ahmad Ramay, chief executive 
officer of the Asian Institute of 
Eco-civilization Research and 
Development in Islamabad, said 
the flagship project of the BRJ is a 
people-centric, environmentally 
friendly, inclusive and green and 
sustainable initiative.

China has been using new tech
nologies and investing in BRI 
countries to support green devel
opment. Pakistan can learn from 
the Chinese experience and tech
nology to realize its vision of high- 
quality green and sustainable 
development, Ramay said.

“The CPEC has changed the 
landscape of Pakistan and has 
accelerated growth while bring
ing about socioeconomic benefits 
for the people of Pakistan.... Chi
na’s commitment to promoting 
carbon-free global economy is 
commendable.”

President Xi Jinping pledged on 
Wednesday to work with his Cypri
ot counterpart to promote a more 
productive China-Cyprus relation
ship that serves the benefits of their 
peoples as he congratulated Nikos 
Christodoulides on assuming office 
as the president of the country.

China and Cyprus have been 
deepening political mutual trust 
and advancing exchanges and col
laboration in various fields, with 
their friendship growing ever 
stronger, Xi said.

Xi said he holds in high regard the 
development of bilateral relations 
and stands ready to work with 
Christodoulides to push for more 
outcomes of the China-Cyprus stra
tegic partnership so as to deliver 
more benefits to the two peoples.

In a phone conversation 
between Xi and then Cypriot presi
dent Nicos Anastasiades in 2021 
the two heads of state jointly decid-

A two-day G20 foreign ministers’ 
meeting in New Delhi will look at 
reducing risks to the global econo
my and at other common issues of 
concern, Indian authorities say.

The country’s Foreign Secretary 
Vinay Kwatra said: “Questions 
relating to food, energy and fertil
izer security, the impact that the 
(Russia-Ukraine) conflict has on 
these economic challenges that we 
face” among others, would receive 
“due focus”.

India’s External Affairs Minister 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said on 
Sunday that a major concern of the 
meeting would be to find ways of 
“de-risking” the global economy.

“Today the world has learned a les
son that security means not only 
physical security, not only economic 
security. It also means health security, 
food security. So today we have to find 
a way of de-risking the global econo
my, the way we would de-risk a sector, 
the way we would de-risk a business. 

“That is a very major debate, and I 
would say a very major concern of 
what the G20 would be looking at.” 

India is also seeking the support 
and collaboration of all die group
ing’s members for the success of its 
G20 presidency, Jaishankar said, 
adding that the G20 meeting would 
be “one of the highest-profiled inter
national gatherings” hosted by India. 

Jaishnkar is expected to chair two 
sessions of the meeting in New Del
hi on Thursday. The first session will 
focus on multilateralism and issues 
related to food and energy. The oth
er will discuss four or five key issues 
including new and emerging 
threats such as terrorism and nar
cotics, and global skill mapping, 
focusing on global talent pools.

About 40 delegations, including 
13 from international organiza
tions, are taking part. A number of 
foreign ministers from non-G20 
countries, including Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh, are attending at 
India’s invitation.

China’s Foreign Minister Qin 
Gang will attend, and his attend
ance is expected to draw a great deal 
of attention, Indian political observ
ers said. His predecessor, Wang Yi, 

recover soon and live strong so 
that his parents can feel at ease,” 
said “Xun”.

“I wish him a speedy recovery. 
While his parents take care of 
Hao, I hope that they will also 
take care of themselves,” wrote 
“Windline”.

The GoFundMe page, which as 
of Monday evening had received 
nearly $415,000 in pledges — 
approaching double the goal 
of $230,000 — mentions that 
Harden is Hao’s favorite player, 
which is how he learned of Hao’s 
situation.

Harden has sent gifts to Hao, 
who is pursuing a career in sports 
management, including a pair of 
NBA game-worn sneakers, which 
were personally delivered to him 
by members of Harden’s team at 
the hospital in Lansing, Michigan. 

“John is a beloved member of 
our Spartan community, a leader 
in a student organization, and 
a passionate sports enthusiast,” 
wrote Qian.

“He is a little brother to me, 
and also my beloved roommate 
since his freshman year,” Qian 
told Michigan website mlive.com. 
“I watched him grow, I taught him 
to drive, and I helped him get his 
driver’s license.”

“There’s things like that, where 
you sit back and think about just 
real life and things bigger than 
basketball,” Harden told ESPN 
after Philadelphia’s 110-105 home 
victory over the Memphis Griz
zlies on Feb 23. “I heard that he

CHINA

Premier holds phone 
call with IMFchief 
Premier Li Keqiang on Wednesday 
held a phone conversation with 
Kristalina Georgieva, managing 
director of the International Mone
tary Fund. Li said China’s coopera
tion with the IMF not only benefits 
the two sides, but also helps deal 
with challenges faced by the inter
national community. China is will
ing to help certain countries relieve 
their debt burdens under multilat
eral frameworks, Li said, but noted 
that Beijing also proposes joint 
actions and fair burden-sharing by 
all parties. Georgieva said she 
believes the Chinese economy will 
continue to be the major driver of 
world economic growth.

NIGERIA

Tinubu declared winner 
of presidential vote
Bola Tinubu of Nigeria’s ruling All 
Progressives Congress party has 
won Nigeria’s presidential election 
with more than 8.79 million votes, 
the country’s electoral body said on 
Wednesday. The 70-year-old presi
dent-elect defeated his closest rival, 
former vice-president Atiku Abu
bakar, candidate of the main oppo
sition Peoples Democratic Party, 
said Mahmood Yakubu, chairman 
of the Independent National Elect
oral Commission. The election was 
one of the most hotly contested in 
the country’s history. Outgoing
President Muhammadu Buhari on 
Wednesday hailed Tinubu’s victory, 
saying the results revealed democ
racy in Africa’s largest economy. “I 
congratulate His Excellency Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu on his victory. 
Elected by the people, he is the best 
person for the job.”

hydropower have been completed 
in Pakistan in the past few year's, 
reducing carbon emissions, con
tributing to economic development 
and environmental protection, and 
helping improve the living stan
dards of locals, Alam said.

Citing the example of the 
recently completed 720-megawatt 
Karot hydropower project, Alam 
said a comprehensive biodiversity 
management plan was developed 
for construction and operational 
stages of the project to protect the 
environment, including wildlife 
around the project site.

Pakistan and China have stepped 
up their collaboration in green 
energy for the benefit of the region 
under the CPEC, helping Pakistan 
mitigate the adverse impacts of cli
mate change, said Hassan Daud 
Butt, senior adviser at the China 
Study Center of the Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, a 
think tank in Islamabad.

“Pakistan is one of the most vul
nerable countries to climate 
change,... feeing the worst climate- 
induced catastrophic floods 
recently. As the CPEC is making 
progress, it can help the country to 
tackle the climate change issue by

Chinese leader stands ready to push for 
more productive strategic partnership

An Indian man walks past a poster depicting the logo of a G20 meeting
in New Delhi on Monday, kabir jhangiani via getty images

James Harden, who has 
reached out to John Hao, an 
international student from 
China who was wounded in the 
Michigan State mass shooting 

was a fan of mine, so I wanted 
to get up on that ASAP and just 
see what I could do, anything I 
could do.

“That’s what I have this plat
form for, so hopefully, he can 
recover and bounce back out of 
that sooner than later,” Harden 
said. “I gave him my number so 
whenever he feels like he needs 
anything, he can call me to check 
up.

“I’m just fortunate and blessed 
to be in a position where I can 
make an impact in people’s lives,” 
Harden said. “That’s what I really 
care about. ... It’s a tragedy. He 
wasn’t expecting that. It’s some
thing that he can’t control, and 
that’s the craziest part about it.” 

Harden scored 31 points and 
had seven rebounds and seven 
assists in the Memphis game to 
help the 76ers bounce back from 
as many as 17 points down. He 
also passed 76ers legend Allen 
Iverson for 31st on the NBA’s all- 
time scoring list in the game.

On Feb 3, 2017, when Harden 
was playing for the Houston 
Rockets, he scored 42 points in a 
121-117 overtime win over the Chi
cago Bulls. Before that game, the 
Rockets retired the jersey num
ber of China’s basketball legend 
Yao Ming. As the players lined up 
to congratulate Yao, the 6-foot-5 
Harden memorably leapt into the 
arms of the 7-foot-6 Yao.
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Today the world has 
learned a lesson that 
security means not 
only physical 
security, not only 
economic security. So 
today we have to find 
a way of de-risking 
the global economy.”

I’m just fortunate 
and blessed to be in a 
position where I can 
make an impact in 
people’s lives.”

By APARAJn CHAKRABORTY
in New Delhi 

For China Daily

Nikos Christodoulides (left), new president of Cyprus, shakes hands with the outgoing President 
Nicos Anastasiades outside the presidential palace after a transfer of power ceremony in Nicosia, 
Cyprus, on Tuesday, petros karadjias / associated press

ISLAMABAD — The China- 
Pakistan Economic Corridor, or 
CPEC, a flagship project of the 
Belt and Road Initiative, or BRI, 
has been playing a pivotal role in 
promoting green development in 
Pakistan, highlighting China’s 
commitment to harmony 
between humans and nature, Pak
istani officials and experts say.

Romina Khurshid Alam, con
vener of Pakistan’s National Par
liamentary Task Force on 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
said collaboration between the 
two neighbors under the CPEC in 
energy, transport, agriculture and 
industrial production lias helped 
Pakistan boost green, low-carbon 
sustainable development.

In addition to helping Pakistan 
tackle the energy crisis and pro
moting infrastructure upgrading 
through the CPEC, Chinese com
panies in Pakistan have strictly 
adhered to international and local 
standards on safety and environ
mental protection, Alam said.

In proceeding with infrastruc
ture projects, ecological factors 
have been fully considered, and a 
number of green and clean energy 
projects including solar, wind and

THAILAND 

Cobra Gold military 
exercises resume
The multinational exercise Cobra 
Gold 2023 was launched in U-Ta- 
paoThai navy airfield in Thai
land’s eastern Rayong Province on 
Tuesday, marking the return to its 
pre-pandemic scale after three 
years. In his remarks at the open
ing ceremony, Thai Armed Force 
chief General Chalermpol Srisawat 
said more than 7,000 personnel 
from 30 countries took part in the 
drill this year. According to the 
Thai Armed Forces, the exercise 
will last until March 10, with the 
core exercises including command 
post exercise, humanitarian civic 
assistance and field training exer
cise. The Chinese military has dis
patched a contingent to participate 
in the humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief exercise.
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Diplomat stresses role of young
it generations in bilateral relations

Japan’s military buildup
meets strong opposition

European entry rules postponed again
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People protest against the high military budget passed by the 
House of Representatives in Tokyo on Tuesday, guo dan / xinhua

By YIFAN XU in Washington 

yifiinxu@chinadailyusa.com
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Representatives’ tough stance on 
China, to make the US administra
tion hesitant to improve relations,” 
said a commentary published by 
The Beijing News in January. “It will 
cast a shadow over nonnal trade 
between China and the US.”

Michael Swaine, a Washington
based analyst focusing on Chinese 
security issues, said of the House 
committee, “It’s another indication 
of the negative slide, the downward 
spiral, in the US-China relationship.” 

The hearings will add to the polit
ical pressure on US President Joe 
Biden, who has continued to stress a 
desire for limited dialogue with Chi
na, to take a harder line, he said.

Xu Xueyuan, the charge d’affaires 
at the Chinese embassy in Washing
ton, is encouraging the younger 
generations in China and the US to 
enhance communications for the 
sake of the bilateral relationship. 

“The world looks to China and 
the US to step up, shoulder their 
responsibilities, stabilize the bilat
eral relationship and advance glob
al cooperation,” she said.

Xu made keynote remarks via 
video Sunday during the final con
ference of the first Fudan-Harvard 
China-US Young Leaders Dialogue. 
It was organized by the Center for 
American Studies at Fudan Uni
versity in Shanghai, and the Har
vard Undergraduate Foreign Policy 
Initiative.

James Heller, the US consul gen
eral in Shanghai, also gave a key
note lecture.

The two-day dialogue focused 
on artificial intelligence (Al), the 
internet, space and biotech.

Xu, an alumna of Fudan, said

countries can properly manage the 
bilateral relationship.

“President Xi Jinping has made 
many important observations 
about this relationship and has 
provided us the key to handle it 
well,” she said.

Xu listed four key points about 
the relationship.

First, history is a fair judge. The 
China-US relationship must devel
op well and not be mishandled. 
This is not an optional choice but a 
compulsory question.

Second, China-US cooperation 
benefits both sides and beyond, 
while confrontation harms both 
and the rest of the world.

Third, China-US relations should 
not be a zero-sum game where one 
side outcompetes or thrives at the 
expense of the other. The success 
of the two nations presents oppor
tunities, not challenges, for each 
other.

Fourth, the world is big enough 
for the two countries to develop 
themselves and prosper together. 

“When we follow the strategic 
guidance of our leaders and work 
together in the same direction, 
we will find the way to get along 
and promote world peace and 
prosperity. This won’t be easy. It 
requires concerted efforts by all 
sectors of the two societies, and 
in particular, the active partici
pation of the young generation,” 
Xu noted.

as a threat by quoting disinforma
tion, stop denigrating the Commu
nist Party of China and stop trying 
to seek political gains at the expense 
of China-US relations, Mao said.

Opponents among the Democrats 
largely voiced concern that the com
mittee could stir an even greater rise 
in anti-Asian hate crimes.

The first half hour of Tuesday’s 
hearing was disrupted by two protest
ers holding signs reading “China is 
not our enemy” and “Stop Asian hate” 

“We need cooperation. Warmon
gering is the greatest threat to this 
country. You’re all about war,” one 
protester shouted before they were 
removed by security and arrested.

Both signs were labeled by Code 
Pink, an activist group focused on 
ending foreign wars. The protesters 
disrupted the opening remarks of 
former national security adviser 
H.R. McMaster, who resigned from

The newly formed US congressio
nal select committee on competi
tion with China, which met for the 
first time on Tuesday, risks stoking 
the so-called China threat theory, 
escalating Sino-US tensions, and 
creating an unfriendly atmosphere 
toward China in the United States 
and the Western world, analysts say. 

The committee’s inaugural hear
ing began at 7 pm local time, an 
apparent attempt to draw a prime
time audience, and included old vid
eos used to portray modem China in 
a negative light. Representative 
Mike Gallagher, the committee 
chairman, declared in his opening 
remarks that “this is not a polite ten
nis match”, adding that “the most 
fundamental freedoms are at stake” 

While some in the US see the hear
ing as a way to “selectively decouple” 
the US and Chinese economies, it is 
likely to have a significant impact on 
US-China relations, said Shen Dingli, 
a professor and former executive dean 
of the Institute of International Stud
ies at Fudan University in Shanghai. 

“It will no doubt further intensify 
tensions,” he said. “Though the com
mittee has no legislative power, it 
could provoke negative sentiments 
toward China among the US public 
and Washington’s allies.”

On Wednesday, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning 
called on “relevant US institutions 
and individuals” to discard their ideo
logical bias and Cold War mentality, 
and view China and China-US rela
tions in an objective and rational light 

They should stop framing China

travelers planning to travel to the 
EU this year,” The Times quoted 
Julia Lo Bue-Said, chief executive of 
the independent travel agents’ body 
the Advantage Havel Partnership, 
as saying. “One less hurdle and cost 
to have to consider.”

By CAO DESHENG
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

By WANG XU
wangxu @chinadaily.com .cn

those are topics critical to the 
future.

“This global perspective and 
future orientation are required in 
handling the China-US relation
ship,” said Xu. “Indeed, the topics 
of your discussion are exactly the 
global issues that demand joint 
efforts by China and the United 
States.”

Xu said the recent incident 
involving a Chinese balloon that 
drifted into US airspace “epito
mizes the US misperception about 
China”.

She said the balloon “might be an 
unwelcome guest, appearing at a 
wrong time and a wrong place” and 
“it is an accident caused by force 
majeure. Despite that, we made all 
this clear to the US side; it still char
acterized the airship as a ‘spy bal
loon’ of the PLA and shot it down 
with missiles,” said Xu, adding that 
it was an “overreaction that put the 
US in an awkward position”, and 
“the perception of some US politi
cians about China and the policies 
thus adopted are outrageous”. 

“To bring this relationship back

such as education and social secu
rity, and in helping small and 
medium-sized companies recover 
from the pandemic.

At the same time, the Democrat
ic Party for the People lias said it 
will not support the budget, citing 
as one of its reasons its opposition 
to government plans to raise taxes 
to increase defense spending.

However, with a majority of 
seats in the lower house controlled 
by the ruling coalition of the Liber
al Democratic Party and its smaller 
partner Komeito, the budget will 
nowr go through deliberation by 
the upper house but will automati
cally take effect in 30 days regard
less of its attitude to the plan.

Hiromori Maedomari, a profes
sor at Okinawa International Uni
versity, criticized the budget as “a 
first step toward a wartime regime” 

“If we left the parliament alone 
to decide, Okinawa could be 
turned into a battlefield,” he said.

With delays caused by contractors, 
another proposed new travel regula
tion, the Entry-Exit System, or EES, 
will be introduced later than the orig
inally intended date of May.

The EU’s IT projects committee was 
told by Rene Vihalem, head of the EES 
management board, that a revised 
timetable should be available this 
month, with the aim of introduction 
before the end of the year.

Travelers will have their finger
prints and fecial biometrics checked 
on entry and departure, with passp ort- 
reading machines replacing manual 
stamping of travel documents, which 
the European Commission’s depart
ment for Migration and Home Affairs 
said was “time-consuming, (and) does 
not provide reliable data on border 
crossings and does not allow a system
atic detection of overstayers”

that position in 2018 after disagree
ments with former president 
Donald Dump on foreign policy.

The committee appears to serve 
as a catchall aimed at condemning 
China on past events and current 
disputes concerning the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region 
and Taiwan.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
sent condolences to Greek Presi
dent Katerina Sakellaropoulou on 
Wednesday over a deadly train col
lision in Greece.

In a message of condolence to 
Sakellaropoulou, Xi said that he 
was shocked to learn of the acci
dent, which has caused major 
casualties.

On behalf of the Chinese gov
ernment and people and in his 
own name, Xi expressed deep con
dolences for those killed in the 
accident and sincere sympathies 
to the bereaved families.

He wished the injured a quick 
recovery.

Greek officials on Wednesday 
said a train carrying hundreds of 
people collided at high speed with 
an oncoming freight train in a 
fiery wreck in northern Greece, 
killing at least 36 people and injur
ing dozens.

Multiple cars derailed and at 
least three burst into flames after 
the collision near the town of 
Tempe on Tiiesdayjust before mid
night. Rescue crews illuminated 
the scene with floodlights before 
dawn on Wednesday as they 
searched through the twisted, 
smoking wreckage for survivors.

Survivors said several passen
gers were th rown through the win
dows of the train cars due to the 
impact. They said others fought to 
free themselves after the passen
ger train buckled, slamming into a 
field next to the tracks near a gorge 

British passport holders have 
been given a reprieve on needing to 
apply online to a “pre-travel authori
zation system” before they travel to 
the continent, after the launch of the 
European Travel Information and 
Authorisation System, knowm as 
Etias, was put back from the end of 
this year until an unspecified time 
next year.

The Times said the program will 
require an estimated 1.4 billion peo
ple from 60 countries who now 
enjoy visa-free travel in the Europe
an Union, including the United 
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Japan’s former prime minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone once promised 
Washington that Japan was the 
US’ “unsinkable aircraft carrier” 
and his present-day counterpart 
Fumio Kishida is now building it 
at lightning speed.

As Japan’s House of Representa
tives approved a record 114.38 tril
lion yen ($840 billion) budget for 
this fiscal year on Tuesday, includ
ing 6.82 trillion yen in military 
spending, experts said the country 
is going all-in on Washington, 
forging itself to stoke conflict in 
the region.

“It appears to me that ‘good lis
tener’ Kishida is not very good at 
listening to the voice of the people,” 
said Liu Qjngbin, former professor 
at the Institute of Advanced Scien
ces at Yokohama National Univer
sity, citing stories that Kishida has 
always credited himself with his 
ability to listen to the public.

Liu’s words resonated strongly 
as opposition parties and groups 
rallied against the increase in 
defense spending.

Days before the lower house’s 
approval, more than 70,000 people 
throughout Japan signed a peti
tion demanding that the govern
ment retract its plan, concerned 
that more defense spending intro
duces the possibility of preemptive 
attacks on enemy bases.

In a protest outside the coun
try’s parliament on Tuesday, Mizu
ho Fukushima, head of the Social 
Democratic Party, said that 
instead of military spending, 
Japan should invest more in areas

Kingdom, to pay 7 euros ($740) for a 
three-year travel pennit.

Residents of the 27 EU member 
states and other non-EU countries 
in the Schengen visa-free travel 
zone, including Norway and Switz
erland, will continue to be allowed 
to cross borders.

This is the third time the system, 
similar to the Esta program allowing 
widespread visa-free entry to the 
United States, has been delayed, hav
ing first been due to take force at the 
end of last year, then May 2023, and 
then November 2023.

“This latest announcement of a 
further delay to the rollout of Etias is 
one small silver lining for British 

to normal, we first need to bring 
mutual perception back to normal,” 
Xu said.

Xu proposed four qualities — 
broad-mindedness, curiosity, empa
thy and aspiration — necessary for 
students to play a critical role with 
a global vision and a future-ori
ented mindset for the China-US 
relationship.

She suggested that the younger 
generations from the two coun
tries be willing to recognize and 
even appreciate their mutual differ
ences; be ready to learn more about 
each other; be more understand
ing toward each other; and to take 
up responsibilities for humanity’s 
future.

Xu said that China and the US 
fece die daunting task of econom
ic transition and more balanced 
development, which is an impor
tant reality confronting the world, 
among many other challenges, such 
as public health, climate change, 
peace and development deficits.

She also said it is a question tiiat 
China and the US “must answer 
well” whether or not the two 

Travel regulation
The proposal for the system pre

dates the UK’s withdrawal from the 
EU, and The Guardian reported that 
when David Cameron was UK 
prime minister he enthusiastically 
backed the idea when it was first 
floated by the European Commis
sion, three montiis before the 2016 
Brexit referendum.
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Atrocities recorded
Liu said the Japanese military 

committed some of the worst 
atrocities in recorded history 
before and during World War II so 
it is reasonable that Japan reas
sures its neighbors that its military 
buildup is for defensive purposes. 

“However, Japan’s actions belie 
its claims as it seeks first-strike 
capabilities against enemy bases 
in a potential conflict,” Liu said.

What is worse is that US policy 
cognoscenti have turned a blind 
eye to the legitimacy of Asian 
objections, and as a result, it 
threatens Japan’s greatest bulwark 
against fascism, its constitutional 
commitment to pacifism, he said.

Semiconductor in focus
Panelists also spent significant 

time discussing the competition in 
the semiconductor industry, 
expressing concern about China’s 
technological advancement.

Critics have long argued that the 
establishment of the select committee 
is an outdated product ofthe Cold War 
mindset that will hamper internation
al cooperation in the post-COVID era. 

‘The purpose of establishing the 
body is to show the US House of

A protester disrupts a hearing of a special House committee dedicated to countering China, on Capitol 
Hill in Washington on Tuesday, kevin dietsch via afp

Congressional 
panel an outdated 
effort to show
tough stance on 
China, analysts say

about 380 kilometers north of 
Athens where major highway and 
rail tunnels are located.

‘There were many big pieces of 
steel,” said Vassilis Polyzos, a local 
resident who was one of the first 
people on the scene. “The trains 
were completely destroyed, both 
passenger and freight trains.”

Dazed and disoriented people 
were escaping out of the train’s 
rear cars as he arrived, he said. 

“People, naturally, were scared 
— very scared,” he said. “They were 
looking around, searching; they 
didn’t know where they were.”

Costas Agorastos, the governor 
of Thessaly, told Greece’s Skai tele
vision that the two trains crashed 
head on at high speed.

Rescuers wearing headlamps 
worked in thick smoke, pulling 
pieces of mangled metal from the 
cars to search for trapped people. 
Others scoured the field with 
flashlights and checked under
neath the wreckage. Several of the 
dead are believed to have been 
found in the restaurant area near 
the front of the passenger train.

Sakellaropoulou said on 
Wednesday she was cutting short a 
visit to Moldova to return to 
Greece following die collision. She 
announced her decision at a news 
conference in Moldova.

The cause of the collision was 
not immediately clear. The station 
master in die nearby city of Larissa 
has been arrested and another two 
people have been detained for 
questioning.

to Greek counterpart 
over fatal train collision
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An employee works on a chip production line in Suqian, Jiangsu province, fang dongxu / for china daily

“While China-US trade has con
tinued to grow throughout the pan
demic, bilateral relations have 
become increasingly complex for 
the US business community in Chi
na to navigate,” said Colm Rafferty, 
chairman of AmCham China.

About 74 percent of the chamber’s 
members are maintaining opera
tions in China, emphasizing a long
term commitment to the Chinese 
market.

They said that improved China- 
US relations are seen as ratal for 
business growth and both the US 
and the Chinese governments have 
a critical role to play. Their priority 
suggestions for the US and China 
governments are to refrain from 
aggressive rhetoric and tit-for-tat 
actions toward each other to estab
lish a floor under the deteriorating 
relationship.

China-US economic and trade 
cooperation is in line with the inter
ests of consumers and companies 
in the two countries, and is also 
important for world economic 
growth. Any moves toward “decou
pling from China” would make it 
difficult for US companies to oper
ate in the Chinese market, enjoy its 
benefits, and seize the opportuni
ties to expand their innovation

Xin Guobin, vice-minister of 
industiy and information technol
ogy, said on Wednesday that the 
ministry is confident that “the NEV 
momentum will continue” this 
year, based on an array of surveys 
and symposiums that the ministry 
conducted recently.

Jin added that the ministry will 
also provide greater support to pro
mote high-quality development of 
small and medium-sized enterpris
es this year, as smaller firms still 
face tough development challenges. 

To boost development of SMEs, 
China will strive to ensure that the 
number of SMEs that specialize in 
niche sectors, command a high 
market share and have strong 
innovative capacity and core tech
nologies tops 80,000, and the num
ber of special clusters for SMEs 

_
A car owner in Lianyungang, Jiangsu province, charges her new
energy vehicle, geng yuhe / for china daily

of core technologies and construct 
independent and manageable 
industrial chains.

“More measures will also be 
implemented to cultivate strategic 
emerging industries, such as artifi
cial intelligence, biological manu
facturing, intelligent connected 
vehicles, the internet of things and 
low-carbon development,” he said. 

Jin added that the country will 
strengthen its leading status in 
industries where it excels, like new 
energy vehicles, and take steps to 
ensure the NEV industiy flourishes. 

Last year, China sold some 6.89 
million NEVs, up more than 93 per
cent year-on-year. NEV production 
also soared nearly 97 percent to 
about 7.06 million units, said the 
China Association of Automobile 
Manufacturers.

ed international trade and business 
exchanges as well as the move
ments of international citizens, and 
the country’s connections and com
munications with the outside 
world will become closer and more 
frequent,” said Zhang Jun, head of 
distribution, wealth and personal 
banking at HSBC for China.

The interviews were conducted 
with over 7,000 international citi
zens across nine host locations, 
including Australia, Singapore and 
the United States.

More than three quarters of 
those who have relocated to the 
Chinese mainland, or are planning 
to do so, are interested in making 
long-term investments in their new 
host location. This is about 10 per
centage points higher than the 
average across the nine host loca
tions covered in the survey.

The China Council for the Pro
motion of International Trade said 
last week that 98.2 percent of the 
390 foreign companies and busi
ness chambers in China that were 
recently surveyed have expressed 
confidence in China’s economic 
development in 2023.

an NEV, citing a better driving expe
rience and lower costs as the top 
reasons, said Deloitte in an annual 
report in late February.

The findings were based on a sur
vey of 1,012 respondents in late 
2022. The figure was 17 percent in 
the previous year.

Along with rising demand come 
more choices. Deloitte said there 
were 280 electric models available 
in the Chinese market last year.

Most of the US-based companies 
operating in China have no plans to 
relocate their supply chains, even 
though bilateral tensions continue 
to pose a significant business chal
lenge for them, a survey released on 
Wednesday revealed.

The document, titled the 2023 
China Business Climate Survey 
Report, is based on a survey conduct
ed by the Beijing-based American 
Chamber of Commerce in China 
(AmCham China). It said a positive 
bilateral relationship is extremely 
important to the businesses of its 
member companies in China.

The study found that half of the 
chamber’s member companies are 
pessimistic about the future of Chi- 
na-US relations in the coming year 
with three-quarters of members 
reporting their businesses have 
been impacted by trade tensions.

For instance, about 24 percent of 
AmCham China’s company mem
bers from technology, research and 
development sector said that dete
riorating China-US relations were 
the primary cause of lower mar
gins, worse than the impact of 
COVID-19 in that sector.

capability, said Fang Ning, a 
researcher at the Institute of Politi
cal Science of Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences in Beijing.

Following China’s COVID-19 pol
icy adjustments, there has been a 
sharp rebound in economic activi
ty, with demand for business, trade 
and investment also increasing, 
said Harley Seyedin, president of 
the Guangzhou, Guangdong prov
ince-based American Chamber of 
Commerce in South China.

Seyedin said China’s economy will 
be a crucial locomotive in promot
ing global economic growth in 2023. 

As more markets resume normal 
travel after three years of combating 
COVID-19, a third of international 
citizens plan to relocate to another 
destination or return to their home 
market within the next 12 months, 
whereas 75 percent of survey 
respondents in the Chinese main
land said they would stay in their 
host location during the same peri
od, according to findings of a survey 
announced by HSBC on Tuesday.

Tliis proportion ranks among the 
highest across the nine host loca
tions surveyed, demonstrating that 
the Chinese mainland market is 
attractive to international citizens. 

“China’s reopening has promot- 

reaches 100, by the end of this year. 
Wei Qijia, head of industry econ

omy research at the State Informa
tion Center, said: “With gradual 
recovery of market confidence, the 
industrial economy in 2023 is 
expected to remain stable. Overall 
growth will see a steady recovery” 

However, Wei also pointed out 
that more efforts should be made to 
boost domestic and overseas 
demand, especially for major man
ufacturing and foreign trade-de- 
pendent provinces.

“Big projects in early stage plan
ning are expected to be implement
ed as soon as possible to stabilize 
bulk consumption such as NEVs 
and smart home appliances. Some 
new industrial consumption 
should also be encouraged to boost 
market confidence,” Wei added.

China’s new energy vehicle mar
ket, despite a lackluster start, will 
maintain its rapid growth momen
tum thanks to rising demand and a 
cornucopia of new models, said 
experts and industry executives.

In January, sales of electric vehi
cles and plug-in hybrids fell 6.3 per
cent year-on-year in the country to 
408,000 units, ending the 30-month 
growth span unbroken since July 
2020, according to the China Associ
ation of Automobile Manufacturers. 

The fall was primarily the result of 
NEV buyers’ rush to place orders in 
late 2022 to be eligible for financial 
stimuli and the earlier-than-usual 
Spring Festival, which took place in 
January this year, said Chen Shihua, 
CAAM’s deputy secretary-general.

China introduced subsidies for 
NEV buyers in 2009 and ended 
them on the last day of 2022 after 
several rounds of cuts since 2017 

“The fall in January was expected 
and there is no need to read too 
much into it. If you really want to 

CNOOC discovers big 
oil field in Bohai Sea
China National Offshore Oil Corp 
said it has discovered another
100-million-metric-ton level oil 
field in the Bohai Sea. The oilfield, 
named Bozhong 26-6, has an esti
mated energy reserve equivalent 
of over 130 million tons of oil.

even more ambitious. CEO Li Xiang 
said die company has set a goal to 
seize a 20 percent share of China’s 
300,000-500,000 yuan SUV seg
ment, including both gasoline-pow
ered and electric vehicles.

Li said the segment, which 
includes rivals like the Audi Q5 and 
BMW X3, has a volume of 1.4 million 
to 1.5 million units. That means Li 
Auto is aiming to sell 280,000 to 
300,000 units in China this year, up 
from 130,000 in 2022.

Leading brands like BYD and Tes
la did not see falls at all in January. 
BYD sold 151,000 units in the 
month, up 62.4 percent from a year 
earlier.

Tesla’s Shanghai plant delivered 
66,000 units in January, registering 
a 10.3 percent growth year-on-year, 
according to statistics from the Chi
na Passenger Car Association.

Analysts at Cinda Securities wrote 
in a research note that January 
would be die lowest point for the 
year and vehicle sales will rise again 
starting from February to April.

Up to 27 percent of car owners in 
China said their next vehicle wall be

Nanyang speeds up 
transport projects
Nanyang, a city in Central China’s 
Henan province, is speeding up 
construction of 10 transport pro
jects this year to better serve the 
travel needs of its over 12 million 
residents. The city will see a surge 
in project works in its two dis
tricts, 10 counties and one coun
ty-level city of Dengzhou. One of 
them is the Nanyang-Dengzhou 
Expressway, a 67-kilometer road 
being partially built by China 
Railway No 4 Engineering Group 
Co Ltd and aiming at fast links 
with Hubei province.

Zhang Yongwei, vice-president of 
China EV 100, a major think tank in 
the industry, said at least 100 EV 
models will hit the market in 2023 
based on an in-house domestic sur
vey.

Charging infrastructure helps 
encourage potential NEV buyers as 
well. China now boasts 5.2 million 
charging pillars, the most in the 
world, said die National Energy 
Administration.

1- “<■make a comparison, it will be more 
appropriate to wait and compare 
the first quarter’s performance,” 
Chen said.

CAAM’s estimate for NEV sales in 
China this year is 9 million units, up 
from 6.89 million in 2022.

Many automakers saw year-on- 
year sales declines in January. Lead
ing electric car startup Nio sold 
8,506 cars, down 11.87 percent year- 
on-year and 46.22 percent from 
December.

“Spring Festival tliis year fell in 
January, which means we had one 
less working week than usual,” said 
the New York-listed startup.

Nio CEO Li Bin said the first 
quarter, if not the first half, wall be 
tough, as some car buyers placed 
orders late last year for the subsi
dies that could reach over 12,600 
yuan ($1,818).

But Li said he is confident of Nio’s 
performance for the year, adding 
that it should outsell Toyota’s premi
um Lexus models in China, which 
wall require Nio to double its sales 
from 2022.

Another NEV startup Li Auto is 

China is capable of preempting 
systemic fiscal risks, Minister of 
Finance Liu Kun said on Wednes
day.

China’s government debt to GDP 
ratio was about 50 percent last year, 
a relatively low level by global stan
dards, Liu said.

However, the distribution of 
local government debt in the coun
try is uneven, with some regions 
having higher debt risks and great
er pressure to repay principal and 
interest, Liu said at a news confer
ence held by the State Council 
Information Office.

“We have already urged relevant 
local authorities to take primary 
responsibility and effectively 
defuse government debt risks to 
ensure that no systemic risks 
arise,” he said.

As China has optimized its COV
ID-19 containment policies and 
has been making continuous 
efforts to provide a package of eco
nomic stabilization policies and 
follow-up measures, which are 
taking effect, the overall Chinese 
economy is expected to recover 
this year, and the local fiscal situa
tion is expected to improve gradu
ally, he said.

However, it should also be noted 
that the foundation of China’s eco
nomic recovery is not yet solid, 
and there is uncertainty in fiscal 
revenue this year, he said.

Last year, local governments’ 
general public budget revenue 
reached 10.88 trillion yuan ($1.58 
trillion), up 5.9 percent year-on- 
year after deducting the factor of 
value-added tax credit refunds. 
Local governments’ general pub
lic budget expenditure was 22.5 
trillion yuan, increasing by 6.4 
percent from the previous year. 
The overall local finance is run
ning smoothly, Liu said.

In 2023, essential expenditure, 
including that on key technology 
research and development pro
grams, rural totalization and eco
logical protection, will continue to 
increase. Weak links in basic live
lihoods such as pensions, educa
tion and healthcare need to be 
further strengthened.

It is also necessary to support 
coordinated regional development 
and maintain the necessary inten
sity of central government transfer 
payments made to local govern
ments, Liu said.

“Although the contradiction 

By LI FUSHENG
Ufusheng@chinadaily.com.cn

By CHENG YU
chengyu @chinadaily.com.cn

between fiscal revenue and 
expenditure will still be prominent 
in 2023, we will not step back on 
expenditure on people’s liveli
hoods. We will do our best to con
tinue increasing investment in 
people’s livelihoods according to 
our capability,” he said.

One of the major tasks for this 
year is to implement the “employ
ment first” strategy. The Ministry 
of Finance will use central gov
ernment employment subsidy 
funds to support job creation. It 
will help key groups such as col
lege graduates, migrant workers, 
people lifted out of poverty' and 
veterans to find jobs or start their 
own businesses. At the same time, 
the ministry will also continue to 
support vocational training, he 
said.

Xu Hongcai, vice-minister of 
finance, said China will step up 
the proactive fiscal policy and 
increase policy effectiveness this 
year.

The annual Central Economic 
Work Conference in mid-Decem- 
ber stressed the optimization of a 
combination of fiscal policy tools, 
including deficit, special bonds 
and interest subsidies, to safe
guard fiscal sustainability and 
ensure that local government debt 
risks are controllable while effec
tively supporting China’s high- 
quality development.

The Ministry of Finance will 
implement the conference’s deci
sions in letter and spirit, reasona
bly arrange the scale of special 
bonds, and ensure that govern
ment investment will remain una
bated, Xu said.

In 2023, China will expand the 
key areas of funds to be invested 
based on the existing 11 areas of 
projects, and continue to 
strengthen the implementation of 
key projects to boost investments 
and effectively support high-qual
ity development. These tasks will 
be deployed subsequently, Xu 
said.

Last year, China’s general public 
budget expenditure rose 6.1 per
cent year-on-year to 26.06 trillion 
yuan. The country will increase 
government spending appropri
ately this year, Liu said.

In addition, the government 
will further improve tax and fee 
reduction policies, with a focus 
on giving support to micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises, 
self-employed businesses and 
industries in dire straits, Liu 
said.

Finance minister says uneven local govt 
debt will be tackled to protect recoveryChina will “fully” promote the 

research and development of 6G as 
well as other cutting-edge technol
ogies — including humanoid 
robots, the metaverse and quantum 
technology — this year so as to bet
ter support the construction of a 
modern industrial system, the top 
industry regulator said on Wednes
day.

“Accelerated steps will be made 
to make action plans to develop 
these future industries. We also 
encourage local governments to 
carry out trials in these fields,” said 
Jin Zhuanglong, minister of the 
Ministry of Industry and Informa
tion Technology, at a news confer
ence of the State Council 
Information Office.

While leading countries are map
ping out 6G, Jin said China has 
already established IMT-2030 (6G) 
Promotion Group — a flagship plat
form that promotes 6G and interna
tional cooperation — and is 
“steadily” promoting the R&D of 
this cutting-edge technology.

To speed up the building of a 
modern industrial system, Jin 
urged more efforts to strengthen 
weak links during the development

6G, other 
future tech

fa | |
JU

to get high 
priority

I

1 i

>1

;==



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/03/2023 6:11:09 PM
Thursday, March 2,2023 | 9CHINA DAILY I GLOBALEDITION

BUSINESS

Yuan funds heat
IS'!

up among inti
PE investors cz—■■

*■r *1

I

tl1
tP

AstraZeneca gives rare diseases new challenge
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Visitors gather at AstraZeneca’s booth during the fifth China International Import Expo in Shanghai in November. 
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By SHI JING in Shanghai 

shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

“In addition to the introduction of inno
vative medicines that have entered the 
markets overseas to China, all the therapies 
that are under research progress will be 
promoted into clinical trials in China 
simultaneously,” she said.

In November, China approved the first 
rare disease therapy from AstraZeneca, 
bringing innovative treatment options to 
paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria 
and atypical hemolytic-uremic syn
drome, two diseases related to kidney and 
blood vessel malfunctions in adults and 
children.

The company is pushing forward the ther
apy’s approval for other new indications and 
the approval for another medicine to treat a

United Kingdom-based global pharma
ceutical company AstraZeneca has inte
grated more than 10 molecular products 
worldwide in the rare diseases field and 
is promoting more than 20 clinical 
research programs, said an executive of 
the company.

The company will continue to introduce 
new product portfolios over the upcoming 
five years after announcing joining the 
rare diseases realm in 2021, said Hu Yi- 
qing, vice-president of AstraZeneca China 
and head of its rare diseases business unit, 
in an interview with China Daily ahead of 
the International Rare Diseases Day, which 
fell on Tuesday this year.

Areas of focus will include hematology, 
nephrology, neurology, metabolic disorders 
and ophthalmology, she said.

“In addition to the acquisition of Alexion, 
which specializes in rare disease therapies, 
in 2020, AstraZeneca announced the acqui
sition of LogicBio Therapeutics, which had 
a leading position in the development of 
gene delivery and gene editing and was 
committed to tackling various rare and 
serious diseases afflicting children and 
adults,” said Hu.

“Therefore, the company will expand its 
layout of rare diseases at the level of geno
mics,” she said.

In terms of research and development in 
the company’s rare diseases therapy catalog, 
Hu said China and die rest of the world are 
developing at the same time.

By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai 

zhouwenting@chinadaily.corn.cn

Anticipating the continuous maturity of 
the Chinese capital market and the accel
eration of technological innovation, lead
ing international private equity firms have 
sped up to raise first-time yuan funds or 
made related preparations in the Chinese 
market, experts said.

US private equity firm Warburg Pin
cus, a specialist in healthcare and tech
nology investments, is raising 3 billion 
yuan ($435 million) for its maiden yuan- 
denominated fund, Reuters reported on 
Feb 21.

Private market investor Hamilton Lane 
announced on Feb 16 the official opening 
of its China office in Shanghai, a move that 
will lead to the firm’s first RMB fund as 
expected by market insiders.

With assets of $832 million under man
agement as of the end of 2022, Hamilton 
Lane was approved in May 2022 to join the 
qualified foreign limited partner pilot pro
gram in Shanghai, under which foreign 
investors can convert US dollars into RMB 
and make investments in RMB private 
markets.

Noticing growing demand from domes
tic institutional and private wealth inves
tors to allocate their capital to global 
assets, Xia Mingchen, Hamilton Lane’s 
managing director and co-head of Asia 
investments, said that the Shanghai office 
will help to manage private market invest
ment programs for investors of all sizes.

Affirma Capital, the independent PE 
owned and operated by Standard Char
tered Private Equity, was reportedly tar
geting its first RMB fund of 2 billion yuan, 
according to Reuters. It reached the first 
close at 1.5 billion yuan by the end of 2022. 

L Catterton, the PE firm backed by luxu
ry conglomerate LVMH, said in October it 
had reached the first close of its debut 
yuan fund targeting 2 billion yuan, focus
ing on the consumer sector.

As explained by Qian Jun, head of 
Investments China at Schraders Capital, 
more mature investors have diverted to 
the RMB market for hedging purposes 
mainly due to the capital allocation slow
down in the US dollar market

Ni Zhengdong, founder of investment 
solutions provider Zero2IPO Group, said 
at a forum in late February that fun
draising for US dollar funds is met with 
much difficulty at present. The best tim
ing was around April last year, as the US 
Federal Reserve started aggressive inter
est rate spikes. The challenges in fun
draising have resulted in more 
investment slowdown for these US-dol- 
lar PEs, he said.

As for the heating up of yuan funds,

Yan Hong, a professor from the Shang
hai Advanced Institute of Finance at 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, said that 
it is largely related to the growing 
maturity of the Chinese capital market 
and wealth management market. 

“The full implementation of the regis
tration-based IPO mechanism through
out the A-share market is also conducive 
to the establishment of yuan funds. Apart 
from expanding exit channels for PEs, the 
mechanism also helps to form a maturer 
market-based pricing and risk identifica
tion system,” he said.

With the fundraising process and capi
tal management conducted in China, 
RMB funds face fewer limits in terms of 
investment scope if compared to US dollar 
funds, said Zhang Hailiang, CEO of inte
grated business services provider Trico 
Group for China. More early-stage or tech
nologically innovative projects are 
inclined toward yuan-denominated funds 
due to valuation, policy and listing con
cerns, he added.

China’s continued efforts in advancing 
industrial transformation and technology 
innovation will breed paramount invest
ment opportunities. Setting up RMB 
funds can help foreign investors partici
pate in the early financing of Chinese 
startups and seek higher profits, said Li 
Yingting, a researcher at the BOC 
Research Institute.

The ongoing opening-up in China’s 
financial industry will help strengthen 
international investors’ confidence in 
holding and using RMB, which drives the 
development of yuan-denominated funds, 
she added.
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Yan Hong, professor from the Shang
hai Advanced Institute of Finance at 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University

rare neurofibroma, a neurological condi
tion, to benefit more patients, said Hu.

Data from market research firm Frost & 
Sullivan showed that the size of the rare 
disease treatment market in China is 
expected to surge from $1.3 billion in 2020 
to $25.9 billion in 2030 with a compound 
annual growth rate of 34.5 percent. Experts 
believe that it is a result of the actual needs 
of the patients.

The country has unveiled favorable meas
ures to streamline a new medicine market 
used in the rare disease field. Some thera
pies with clinical data overseas can register 
without clinical data domestically to accel
erate foreign innovative drugs being 
brought into the country, according to 
experts.

Besides acceleration in bringing new 
therapies, Hu said the company will also 
contribute to building a more complete 
diagnosis and treatment system regarding 
rare diseases.

The country lias established a collabora
tion network of rare diseases among hospi
tals nationwide and 60 of them were 
designated as medical centers. Hu said 
AstraZeneca will help strengthen multidis
ciplinary treatment capability at the medi
cal centers as rare diseases are usually 
diagnosed jointly by doctors from various 
backgrounds.

“These medical centers will later expand 
their practice and standardize diagnosis 
and treatment of relevant diseases at other 
medical institutions. Also, the hospitals will 
build transfer mechanisms for high-risk 
patients,” said Hu.

3
billion yuan
amount that US private equity firm 
Warburg Pincus aims to raise for its 
yuan-denominated fund
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The full implementation 
of the registration-based 
IPO mechanism
throughout the A-share 
market is also conducive 
to the establishment of 
yuan funds.”

Maturer capital market, accelerated innovation 
seen as key factors drawing global firms’ focus
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In addition to the 
introduction of innovative 
medicines that have 
entered the markets 
overseas to China, all the 
therapies that are under 
research progress will be 
promoted into clinical 
trials in China 
simultaneously.” 
Hu Yiqing, vice-president of 
AstraZeneca China
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BUSINESSFOCUS

Foreign execs bullish on 2023 business climate

a
Xu Yang
president of Danfoss China
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CHAN: China has the potential to be 
an active and leading force in the global 
economy and will play a more promi
nent role in driving global economic 
recovery and growth in the coming year 
as it has made significant efforts to 
address some regional challenges. China 
will be a key contributor to the global 
economy over the next decade, and it is 
an important market in FedEx’s global 
strategy. FedEx has confidence in the 
country’s potential and will continue to 
support the connectivity between China 
and the world by leveraging our net
work and capacity to empower global 
economic growth.

TAN: I am optimistic about Skechers’ 
growth in 2023. Investing in China is 
investing in the future. With a popula
tion of over 1.4 billion, China has a large 
market size with room for expansion. 
China’s economy has been growing resil- 
iently and has a strong production 
capacity. With the economy’s growth, 
the diversified and personalized con
sumer demand also makes us optimistic 
about the Chinese market.

I believe Skechers’ ever-improving 
infrastructure investments will improve 
operational efficiency for our partners 
and bring a better experience to Chinese 
consumers.

CHAN: Foreign trade and cross-border 
e-commerce play a significant role in Chi
na’s economic growth. Foreign trade has 
been one of the major drivers of China’s 
economy for decades and cross-border 
e-commerce is the new force behind foreign 
trade, pushing development that will fur
ther boost China’s economy to rebound and 
develop sustainably.

FedEx is committed to exploring and 
investing in new technologies to support 
cross-border e-commerce growth in China, 
such as testing autonomous delivery vehi
cles and deploying Al-powered intelligent 
sorting robots. FedEx values the ongoing 
development of cross-border e-commerce 
that continues to drive accelerated growth 
and fair international business trading prac
tices will increase opportunities for future 
development.

LIU: With the deepening of healthcare 
reform, the whole healthcare industry has 
been pushed toward focusing on quality, 
encouraging innovation and improving 
accessibility. The trend of high-quality 
growth has brought opportunities for a new 
wave of innovation in China. Carestream 
Health has always been committed to being 
customer-centric and improving patient 
care while reducing costs and increasing 
efficiency.

In the next 15 years, we will combine the 
global strategy with the concept of local 
innovation, and promote the high-quality 
development of healthcare services in China 
with our intelligent and local innovations.

XU: Green and low-carbon transforma
tion are key to China’s high-quality develop
ment. Danfoss has successfully improved 
more than 44 percent of energy production 
on our own campuses in the past five years, 
paving ways for industries to decarbonize 
their businesses.

With only seven years to achieve China’s 
goal to peak carbon dioxide emissions by 
2030, we believe every business, especially 
in die building, transport, and industry sec
tors, needs proven experiences that will help 
to decarbonize their growth, which makes 
Danfoss more relevant than ever. Therefore, 
with China’s reaffirmed dual carbon goals, 
we see burgeoning business opportunities 
for all business sectors on die horizon.

LIU: China’s unwavering determina
tion to expand high-level opening-up has 
been declared many times, which deeply 
encourages and motivates us. We are 
more confident in being rooted in and 
deepening development in China. We 
will continue to expand our business in 
the Chinese market. We will continue to 
pay close attention to the policies of the 
Chinese government to support the 
development of foreign companies in the 
country and attracting more global capi
tal. Continuous optimization of the 
investment and business environment 
and implementation of the Foreign 
Investment Law will help create a better 
development environment for multina
tional corporations.

YE: Michelin has witnessed the con
tinuous optimization of the business 
environment in China for more than 30 
years. The policies for foreign enterpris
es continue to improve, including the 
implementation of national treatment 
for foreign investment, investment facili
tation measures and R&D incen
tives. China is now entering a new stage 
of high-quality development, which is 
inseparable from the support of a high- 
quality business environment. In 2023, 
we expect governments at all levels to 
continue to optimize the business envi
ronment through policy support, talent 
training and platform construction.

CHAN: The Chinese government has 
leveled the playing field between foreign 
and domestic companies, which is 
important for foreign companies to grow 
in the countiy. FedEx will strengthen its 
networks in China to connect this mar
ket more closely with the world through 
efficient and reliable transportation ser
vices and solutions and continue to 
invest in infrastructure to expand our 
service efficiency and quality. We will 
also empower small and medium-sized 
enterprises to expand their international 
business by providing extensive market 
insights and “one-stop” Customs clear
ance solutions, as well as customized 
and end-to-end logistics solutions, which 
help enhance global vitality.

TAN: We look forward to the continu
ation of preferential policies in areas 
such as tariff exemptions and priority on 
land supply, as well as die opening of 
more preferential policy support based 
on the expansion of foreign investors to 
lower-tier cities to help foreign investors 
coordinate and mobilize resources for 
investinent promotion.

Talent is the inexhaustible driving force 
for the company to move forward. We will 
continue to stockpile talent to build a 
team that is at the forefront of the market 
and consumer-centric. As our channels 
continue to be updated and expanded, 
Skechers will create more jobs and take 
on greater social responsibility in China.

CHAN: Foreign businesses operat
ing in China have played an indispen
sable role in supporting China’s 
economic transformation and prosper
ity since the reform and opening-up. 
We look forward to China’s efforts to 
further improve the business environ
ment. With the accelerated pace of 
institutional openness and more open 
and fair opportunities, the potential of 
China’s market will further increase, 
which will boost FedEx’s contribution 
to the development of foreign trade 
and the stability of industrial and sup
ply chains in China.

LIU: In the 45 years since China’s 
reform and opening-up, Carestream 
Health has been a deep participant 
and the implementation of our locali
zation and innovation strategies lias 
achieved remarkable results. We also 
recognize the importance of continu
ously strengthening and stabilizing the 
supply and industry chains. To this 
end, Carestream Health has steadily 
promoted the upgrading of the locali
zation strategy through product line 
localization, in-depth innovation and 
R&D, and local business model 
upgrading, and improved the high-end 
manufacturing capacity and local sup
ply chain construction.

CHAN: China’s 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25) on modern logistics released 
in December 2022 highlighted the sig
nificance of the logistics sector in sup
porting China’s high-quality 
development. In this context, FedEx 
will continue to optimize our network 
to improve logistics efficiency and sup
port the stability of the industrial and 
supply chains. We look forward to con
tributing in the areas of logistics and 
transportation, technology and sus
tainability, and ultimately working 
together with all parties to create 
opportunities to connect China with 
tiie world.

LIU: Driven by favorable national 
policies such as rural revitalization, 
boosting health-related industries and 
investment in new infrastructure, the 
entire healthcare industry will move 
towards higher-quality development. 
With the continuous deepening of the 
localization strategy, Carestream Health 
wall continue to deeply blend into the 
Chinese healthcare innovation ecosys
tem with “Made in China” and “Inno
vated in China”

In tiie future, our innovative technol
ogies wall help imaging centers around 
the country to provide high-quality 
healthcare services for patients, 
improve efficiency and reduce costs.

YE: The market for new energy vehicles 
in China has been expanding rapidly. Given 
the rise in market share and consumer 
identification, we believe this growth 
momentum will persist in 2023 and inject 
strong impetus into Michelin’s development 
in China.

Today, tiie market requirements have fun
damentally changed. Consumption desire 
has transformed from “good products” to 
“pleasant experiences” and “sustainable 
lives” This transformation brings new'chal
lenges and opportunities to all enterprises. 

Additionally, Michelin vigorously pro
motes the concept of sustainable develop
ment in China, to help the green 
transformation of the rubber industry and 
the realization of China’s dual carbon goals.

TAN: We congratulate China on the 
45 th anniversary of its reform and 
opening-up. China continuously opti
mizes the business environment for 
foreign investment. Skechers has bene
fited from the policy facilitation meas
ures provided by China in trade, 
finance, taxation, business and indus
try for 16 years. The Chinese economy 
shows resilience and vitality, bringing 
us stronger support and more stable 
expectations. China has a complete 
industrial system and infrastructure 
protection, with a large market size 
and cutting-edge technology applica
tion scenarios.

We look forw'ard to the subsequent 
government policy support and 
encouragement in technology, brand, 
management, digital transformation 
and other aspects.

LIU: Against the backdrop of the 
global pandemic, China has made 
progress while ensuring stability and 
constantly stepping up to a new level, 
demonstrating the strong resilience and 
great vitality of its economy. The country 
has provided significant support for 
global industrial and supply chains, cre
ating a stable and sound environment 
for growth for multinational 
corporations.

Carestream Health has witnessed tiie 
vigorous development of China’s economy 
and has been involved in the development 
of China’s healthcare industry for a long 
time. We have full confidence in China’s 
future and healthcare undertakings. We 
wall continue to increase our investment 
in healthcare innovation, support the Chi
nese path to modernization, promote the 
high-level development of tiie healthcare 
industry, and create a solid health founda
tion for common prosperity.

XU: The opening-up measures by Chi
na’s top policymakers, especially in the 
green sector, and the highlighted focus 
on the protection of intellectual property 
and innovation, have strengthened our 
long-tenn confidence in the Chinese 
market, which is driving our continued 
investment in China. We would like to 
see more such innovative cooperations 
between government and businesses in 
2023 and beyond.

Danfoss is committed to long-term 
investment in China. Our recent 
announcement of 100 million euros 
($106.4 million) to build a model plant in 
Nanjing, Jiangsu province, is a clear sign 
of our continued positive outlook for the 
Chinese market.

XU: Since Danfoss started opera
tions in China in 1996, our business 
here has been booming, which could 
not have happened without support 
from policymakers on various levels. 
Standing upon a new threshold of 
reform and continued opening-up, we 
would like to see an elevated level of 
opening-up policies, especially in the 
area of market access, and have the 
policies institutionalized, which will 
not only benefit the businesses of 
international companies, but also con
tribute to China’s goal of high-quality 
development

YE: China’s development aspirations 
are in line with Michelin’s long-term 
efforts. Michelin is devoted to develop
ing products and solutions that meet 
the needs of Chinese consumers, to 
achieve sustainable development with 
the industry and the whole society. Dur
ing this journey, we must capture two 
major opportunities — circular econo
my and disruptive technology.

First, circular economy — opportuni
ties lie in global common visions to low
er carbon emissions, promote clean 
energy and improve biodiversity. This 
will prompt foreign companies in China 
to align growth strategies toward sus
tainability.

Second, disruptive technology, partic
ularly smart digital solutions — in Chi
na, we see more cities and companies 
gearing up for the deployment of smart 
mobility.

XU: Green and low-carbon econom
ic transformation is a key part of Chi
na’s high-quality development. The 
role of energy efficiency solutions is to 
help improve development quality, 
which is a perfect match with China’s 
priorities. With China’s dedication to 
green growth, we remain hopeful that 
our energy efficiency business in Chi
na will keep growing and we have 
made ambitious growth plans in Chi
na that we are very confident to 
achieve.

TAN: We will expand sales channels in 
the lower-tier city market and plan to open 
700 new stores across China in 2023, and we 
will continue to develop innovative and 
diversified products based on different age 
groups. The demand for footwear and cloth
ing products has been changing and becom
ing more diversified in China. For example, 
consumers’ clothing styles in Shanghai are 
different compared with other cities. There 
is no one-size-fits-all solution for designing 
products in China.

Under such circumstances, our group will 
continue to create innovative and diversified 
products based on different age groups and 
create a unique Skechers parent-child expe
rience through brand renewal, brand cul
ture and targeted marketing.

YE: In 2023, the world economy is 
still feeling the frost, but it is anticipated 
that the Chinese economy will turn 
around sooner, which will energize both 
regional and global recovery. China’s 
economic and social vitality will be fur
ther liberated with the gradual recovery 
of domestic demand and the synergy of 
policy effects. In the Year of Rabbit, cit
ies nationwide have seen a consumption 
surge as the factors limiting people’s off
line consumption were lessened. The 
robust resilience and enormous poten
tial of China’s consumer sector are dem
onstrated by' the booming holiday 
economy. More significantly, consumer 
confidence has returned.

YE: China’s opening-up has brought 
tremendous development and sus
tained vitality to the country in tiie 
past 45 years. The Chinese society, con
sumers, and domestic and foreign 
companies are all beneficiaries of this 
policy. Michelin China has grown from 
a sales office to a business entity with 
three factories, a regional headquar
ters, a research and development cen
ter and a sales network all over the 
country. We expect a higher-level 
opening-up, which includes deepening 
institutional protection and expanding 
multiparty cooperation. The govern
ment can further improve market 
access and legal protection, bringing 
more opportunities to all companies. 
Meanwhile, more sustainability-relat
ed platforms are expected to promote 
dialogue and cooperation among gov
ernment, companies and consumers, 
thus creating a greener future for all.

Editor’s Note: China Daily is publishing interviews with senior executives of major foreign enterprises to gauge 
their outlook for the Chinese economy, their operations in China and their business plans for 2023.

Willie Tan
CEO of Skechers China, South

Korea and Southeast Asia

Given the backdrop of a 

feared global economic 
recession, threats to global supply 
chains and the deep impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, what’s your 

outlook for China's economy and 

your company's operations in 
China in 2023?

Which business segment(s) of 

your company do you expect to 
see high growth in China this year? 
What are the new trends and 

interesting business opportunities in 

the Chinese market that your 

company might be keen to tap? 
How will you align your business 

strategies with such trends?

China's top policymakers have 

pledged greater efforts to attract 
foreign capital, widen market access, 
promote further opening-up of 

modern service industries and 

ensure a level playing field for both 

domestic and foreign companies. In 
this context, what measures do you 

expect this year? Will you draw up 
new plans for investment, hiring and 

business expansion in China?

This year marks the 45th 

anniversary of China's 
famed reform and opening-up 
policy. In this context, in which 

areas do you expect more 

progress? How is your business 

likely to benefit?

As China continues to pursue 

high-quality development 
along a Chinese path to moderni
zation, what is your vision for your 

company's business in the 

country? What business opportu

nities do you foresee emerging as 
part of this process?

TAN: In China, the sports industry is 
accelerating structural upgrading and 
maintaining sustainable development. 
With the resilient growth of China’s 
economy, new growth dynamics wall 
continue to emerge with huge market 
potential, new consumer demands and 
emerging trends.

We are noticing a growing consumer 
preference for sustainable products. 
Digital transformation and online and 
offline integration are also vital to grow 
our business in China. We have invested 
3 billion yuan ($435.6 million) in a 
project in Fenggang town, Dongguan, 
Guangdong province, integrating inno
vation, manufacturing, warehousing, 
digitalization and other elements of the 
whole industry chain to form a func
tional regional headquarters for Ske
chers, further promoting the intelligent 
upgrading of the front and back ends.

Eddy Chan Liu Jie
senior vice-president of FedEx Express president of Carestream Health

and president of FedEx China Inc China

XU: We maintain a positive outlook 
for China’s economy and our businesses 
in China in 2023. As tiie second-biggest 
economy in the world, China needs 
green transformation for high-quality 
development, while Danfoss lias proven 
solutions that are in perfect match to 
support China’s green transition. One of 
the main drivers for our continued and 
strong growth is the strong momentum 
of green investment unleashed by Chi
na’s pledge to reach its dual carbon 
goals.

With ongoing investment projects, we 
have robust growth aspirations for the 
China market and we have high hopes 
that our China business will continue to 
be a strong engine for our global growth.

YeFei
president and CEO of Michelin China
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oreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning was 
forced to give a history lesson in Tuesday’s regu
lar media briefing, as US Secretary of State Anto
ny Blinken’s remarks on Taiwan the day before

continued the US administration’s deliberate twisting of 
historical facts on the Chinese island.

Pointing out thatthe one-China principle is a universally 
recognized norm in international relations and the impor
tant political prerequisite and foundation for China’s dip
lomatic relations with other countries, she reminded the 
Joe Biden administration that the US stated in the Shang
hai Communique that it “acknowledged that all Chinese 
on either side of the Taiwan Strait maintain there is but 
one China and that Taiwan is a part of China” and that the 
US government “does not challenge that position”

And that in 1978, the US stated in the Joint Communique 
on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between the 
United States of America and the People’s Republic of Chi
na that: “The United States of America recognizes the Gov
ernment of the People’s Republic of China as the sole legal 
Government of China.”

And that the US stated in the August 17 Communique of 
1982 that “it has no intention of infringing on Chinese sov
ereignty and territorial integrity, or interfering in China’s 
internal affairs, or pursuing a policy of “two Chinas’ or ‘one 
China, one Taiwan’”

Those are irrefutable facts and pledges written down in 
black and white. The Biden administration, however, is

White House Security Advis
or Jake Sullivan told ABC News 
on Sunday that Germany told 
US President Joe Biden that it 
would not supply Leopard 
tanks to Ukraine unless the 
United States also agreed to 
send Abrams tanks. 

Those remarks were imme
diately rebutted by the German 
government, which said that 
the decision to supply battle 
tanks was “a joint approach” 

Whether or not there was a 
package deal or a demand that 
one must happen so that the 
other can happen, the continu
ing to and fro between Berlin 
and Washington on the matter, 
reflects Berlin’s worry that it 
will be seen as the leading 
henchman of the US in the 
eyes of Moscow. Providing 
such modern offensive weap-

At the regular meeting of the 
Dispute Settlement Body of the 
World Trade Organization on 
Monday, the United States 
once again abused its ‘Veto 
power” to reject a proposal to 
start the process of selecting 
new judges for the Appellate 
Body, raised by 127 members of 
the WTO, the 63rd time that 
the proposal has been blocked. 

The dispute settlement 
mechanism is one of the most 
important pillars of the WTO, 
under which members hold 
negotiations first in the case of 
a dispute and turn to the panel 
for a ruling if they fail to agree 
on a solution, and then appeal 
to the Appellate Body if dis
sents still exist. In this sense, 
the Appellate Body is the 
“Supreme Court” of world 
trade whose ruling is like the 
“final judgment”. 

The Appellate Body has seven 
permanent judges and at least

US actor and producer 
James Hong’s acceptance 
speech during the Screen 
Actors Guild Awards on Sun
day lias shocked the country. 
“The producer said Asians 
were not good enough, and 
they are not box office; but look 
at us now,” Hong said. Gif files 
of him imitating the early days 
when Asian actors had to tape 
their eyes and emojis of his 
‘look at us now” were flooding 
social networking sites. 

Over the past 94 years, 
Hong has seen racism against 
Asians from close quarters. 
Racism was sweeping through 
the Western world in the 
1930s and 40s. Even the Chi
nese, despite having been

lab was involved in bioweapons research?”
Aware of the shaky ground such a question and answer 

was built on, Pottinger brushed aside the question saying 
“There is still a great deal of information that has yet to 
come out!

The hearing had no lack of such moments when even if 
the “actors” didn’t feel embarrassed, the audience did.

Gallagher was tangentially right though in one respect 
since the anti-China carnival staged by the committee 
was aimed at fooling the US public into believing their 
representatives in Washington are the gun-toting “good 
guys” there to protect them.

Yet they are neither helping to build “guardrails” for 
Sino-US relations nor the foundation of rules for “strate
gic competition” between the two sides, practical meas
ures that would help to prevent a head-on collision 
between the two countries. But of course that would 
entail foresight, courage and wisdom and who needs 
those when you can playact the hero until a real crisis 
finds you out.

It is the blame-it-all-on-China politicians in Washing
ton that are pulling the rug from under the feet of the US 
by downgrading governance from the art of solving the 
problems of the people to such dog and pony shows of 
nonexistent-problem solving.

The committee’s showpiece only served to show that 
the real challenges for the US come from within.

reneging on those commitments by significantly relaxing 
its restraint on official interactions, reinforcing military 
contacts with Taiwan, and touting “Ukraine today, Tai
wan tomorrow” in a bid to portray the island as “a sover
eign state” so that it can hype up Taiwan as a potential 
“flash point” in the “Indo-Pacific’!

In his latest remarks, Blinken again sought to parallel 
the Ukraine crisis with the Taiwan question saying the 
whole world is “concerned about a crisis across the Tai
wan Strait” But the whole world, including the US, as it 
clearly acknowledges in the three communiques, knows 
that the Taiwan question is China’s internal affair.

What the rest of the world is actually concerned about 
is the warlust of Washington and its gang of lickspittle 
allies, as revealed once again in the reported remark of 
US President Joe Biden that the US has a plan for “the 
destruction of Taiwan”

It is not a crisis as a result of the Chinese mainland’s 
“aggression” that is the cause of concern, as Blinken 
alleged, but rather Washington’s eagerness to armchair
general yet another conflict that is causing alarm.

The US’ allies should stop enabling it and get Washing
ton to face up to the feet that it has an addiction that 
requires cold turkey. Like that of any addict trying to satis
fy its craving, Washington’s behavior is harmfiil to all 
around it. Those closest to it, should get it to stand on the 
right side of history, as set out in the three communiques, 
and honor the pledges it has made on the feiwan question.

use of its pilot free trade zones, particularly Hainan 
Free Trade Port, and other opening-up platforms. The 
pro-investment policies for foreign investment access 
should take effect as soon as possible.

The country should continue to comprehensively 
improve its business environment, ensure that foreign-in- 
vested enterprises receive national treatment, and pro
mote feir competition of all market players. More efforts 
should be made to further strengthen the protection of 
intellectual property rights and the legitimate rights and 
interests of foreign investors.

At the same time, the country should actively promote 
accession to high-standard economic and trade agree
ments, take the initiative to align domestic rules, regula
tions, management and standards with those of the 
world market through deepening institutional reforms 
and cutting red tapes.

Governments at various levels should provide targeted 
and more thoughtful services to foreign-funded enter
prises, strengthen communication and exchanges with 
foreign businesses, help them solve their difficulties and 
problems in a timely manner, and facilitate the imple
mentation of landmark foreign-funded projects.

According to the latest survey by the China Council for 
the Promotion of International Trade, 98.2 percent of the 
foreign enterprises surveyed are confident about the 
prospects of China’s economic development this year, 
saying that they will continue to invest in China.

High-standard opening-up entails high-quality trade 
and investment cooperation between the country and oth
er major economies, so that it can take a better position to 
create new opportunities for its own development and that 
of the world.

ons undoubtedly marks the 
deeper involvement of Germa
ny in the crisis.

Despite the word game Ber
lin and Washington are playing, 
it is true that German Chancel
lor Olaf Scholz had long hesitat
ed to respond to Kyiv’s request 
for modern tanks for that very 
reason. Biden also shares that 
concern. Announcing the US 
would provide Ukraine with 
tanks in January, he insisted 
that the US tanks should not be 
viewed by Moscow as an “offen
sive threat”.

That concern proved to be 
justified. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said in a 
speech early last month in Vol
gograd, known as Stalingrad 
during World War II, “Once 
again, we are threatened with 
German leopard tanks with

three are needed to be in office 
to keep it functioning. As the 
US lias blocked the appoint
ment of new judges in recent 
years, the dispute settlement 
mechanism was forced to shut 
down in December 2019 with 
only one judge left, plunging 
tlie WTO into its biggest crisis. 
On Nov 30,2020, all Appellate 
Body judges left the office. 

The US is obstructing nor
mal operation of the WTO’s key 
functions because, with the rise 
of emerging economies, it 
thinks that WTO rules are lim
iting its “freedom” to pursue its 
trade policies.

Politicians in the US often 
talk about “respecting rules” 
but they do so only if the rales 
are favorable to them. Since 
taking office, the Joe Biden 
administration has abused the 
concept of “national security” 
to advance “America First” sab
otaging international trade

crosses on their sides.” 
That’s exactly what Berlin 

doesn’t want — the US push
ing Germany to the front in its 
proxy war against Russia. 

And the tech-savvy Germans 
cannot deny that although 
Leopards and Abrams tanks 
are regarded as the best tanks 
today, the latter are more com
plicated to operate and require 
more maintenance and sup
port. That’s why the pressure 
was mainly on Germany to 
provide Ukraine with tanks 
rather than the US. 

Scholz is scheduled to visit 
Washington on Friday, his first 
visit to the US since the 
Ukraine conflict broke out one 
year ago, and his host will cer
tainly try to push Germany 
even further to the fore. 

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

rales. From putting more and 
more foreign companies on its 
Entity List and imposing long- 
arm jurisdiction and trade 
sanctions to introducing the 
CHIPs and Science Act and the 
Inflation Reduction Act, a 
series of US practices have not 
only severely disrupted global 
industry and supply chains, but 
also violated the principles of 
free trade and the WTO rales. 

International rales are not 
tlie US’ domestic rales and can
not serve the US alone. The US 
tries to use its strength to 
resolve trade disputes, even 
forcing other countries to make 
concessions. This way it not 
only tramples on the rales of 
free trade, but also undermines 
tlie rales of multilateralism. In 
a globalized and multipolar 
world, the US cannot do what
ever it wants to while making 
the world pay for its practices. 

- CHINA MEDIA GROUP

fter the House of Representatives spent the 
whole day discussing seven bills on China 
amid frissons of barely suppressed hysteria 

. over “spy balloons” and TikTok indoctrination, 
the so-called Select Committee on the Strategic Competi
tion Between the United States and the Chinese Commu
nist Party held its first hearing on Tuesday evening, 
which was a prime time House of Horrors viewing for its 
target audience, the US public.

Commencing with a long video presentation detailing 
“numerous” alleged “human rights abuses” committed 
by the CPC, the three-hour circus was comparable to an 
Avatar movie in length, committee chairman Mike Gal
lagher said, and “like a cinematic experience” the panel 
members “had gotten a sense of heroes and villains” 

“We, America are the good guys,” Gallagher declared, 
revealing in a nutshell what ails Washington — it is full of 
impressionable minds playacting the movies, white
washing movies of the 1950s no less. In this simplistic 
view of the world, the US can do no wrong. Even if the 
script makes some of the actors squirm.

For instance, with the novel coronavirus blame game 
having been resurrected by the Republicans, former dep
uty national security adviser Matthew Pottinger, one of 
the “witnesses” the committee invited to speak, was 
asked by Republican representative for Indiana Jim 
Banks “Do you think there was a chance that the Wuhan

iven its paramount importance to high-quality 
development as a defining feature of the Chi
nese path to modernization, high-standard 
opening-up will be a focus of the annual gath

erings of the nation’s top legislature and political adviso
ry body that will start this weekend.

Data from the Ministry of Commerce showed that for
eign investment in China in January this year reached 
127.69 billion yuan ($18.39 billion), up 14.5 percent year-on- 
year. But as the international competition for attracting 
foreign investment is becoming fiercer, China has to fur
ther promote its high-standard opening-up, so it can retain 
its attraction to foreign capital, talents and companies.

The long-term advantages of China’s superlarge mar
ket and complete industrial system have not been 
affected, but rather highlighted, by the COVID-19 pan
demic. And the gradual improvement in the national 
economy has further enhanced the unique charms of 
the Chinese market and the world’s confidence in it. 
The manufacturing purchasing managers’ index of the 
country rose to 52.6 in February, up 2.5 percentage 
points from the previous month and the highest read
ing since April 2012, when it hit 53.5, according to the 
National Bureau of Statistics.

The actual use of foreign capital in the manufacturing 
industry increased by 40.4 percent year-on-year in Janu
ary, by 62.8 percent in the high-tech industry, by 74.5 per
cent in high-tech manufacturing, and by 59.6 percent in 
the high-tech sendee industry, reflecting the world’s rec
ognition of China’s efforts to foster an open and innova
tive ecosystem with global competitiveness.

To further advance high-standard opening-up, China 
should continue to expand market access, make better
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allies of the United States in 
World War II, were treated 
badly because of their yellow- 
colored skin.

It was not until the 1960s, 
when the Civil Rights Move
ment gathered momentum, 
that the US started abolishing 
racist laws and regulations. But 
in the 21st century, as social 
disparities have grown, the 
monster of hatred against 
Asians has again reared its 
head, its effect multiplied 
through social networking 
sites.

This cycle of hatred usually 
has a bearing on tlie economy. 
When racism was rampant in 
the 1930s, the US was strag
gling with the Great Depres

sion; when the Civil Rights 
Movement started in the 1960s, 
tlie US was seeing prosperity.

With their hardworking spir
it, Asians have helped turn 
many desolate places into pros
perous cities, which is why tlie 
West Coast of the US flour
ished. Had there not been 
Asians, the West Coast would 
still be all sand from which sili
con, and its benefits, would 
have never been extracted. 

As the US is again facing 
social divides, now is the time 
for it to take action. Whether it 
can root out racism will decide 
whether it can continue pros
pering in the 2020s. Tlie choice 
is theirs.
- ZHANGZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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House select committee hearing proves 
to be nothing but an anti-China circus
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COMMENT
Mari Elka Pangestu

Approach to water storage must change
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ChatGPT can help enrich higher education *
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about by climate change is daunting. 
Built storage, on the other hand, helps 

compensate for changing water availability, 
mitigating extremes, and providing essen
tial services. These include vital sendees 
such as clean drinking water, including 
bulk water supply for growing cities, flood 
control, clean energy, transportation, and 
irrigation. Water stored for food production

it has more pros than cons, how can we bet
ter deal with the chatbot and its develop
ment?

ChatGPT and die accompanying Al revo
lution are 1 ikely to have a far-reaching 
impact on higher education, and discus
sions and debates are continuing on the 
implications tiiey will have on, and the 
opportunities and challenges they will cre-

can help mitigate the effects of droughts, 
which can negatively affect the health and 
development of the most vulnerable for 
generations. Firms with reliable water sup
ply show higher performance than those 
with less reliable supply, especially in the 
informal sector. And importantly, hydro
power reservoirs are a store of clean energy, 
helping to mitigate climate change.

While communities and economies, large 
and small, have long relied on natural, built, 
and hybrid solutions, they have long been 
developed and managed in silos — and that 
comes at a price. Competing storage sys
tems serving different stakeholders with 
different sendees, often separated by bor
ders or boundaries, leads to uncoordinated 
development or water releases and a reduc
tion in overall benefits. As natural storage 
types like groundwater, watersheds and 
flood plains are often taken for granted, 
there is a lack of understanding of the servi
ces tiiey provide to stakeholders across a 
range of sectors and locations, leading to 
overuse and degradation. Some storage

Al can assist in broadening the scope and 
reach of knowledge.

In particular, professors should encour
age young people to avoid ambiguity, better 
manage interpersonal relationships, and 
form their own judgment on issues through 
systematic guidance and frequent interac
tions.

There is also a need to establish a com
prehensive legal framework to regulate the 
application of Al technologies as soon as

investments are proving unequal to the 
challenge of climate change and need to be 
altered for safety concerns and perform
ance requirements; to handle increased 
floods, for example.

A diverse storage system which incorpo
rates characteristics of natural and built 
storage will be more resilient to weather-re
lated shocks than individual facilities.

Evolving our water storage strategy is not 
the entire answer to climate change, but a 
holistic approach that brings together a 
range of economic sectors and stakehold
ers, both public and private, and, backed by 
investment, will create a strong foundation 
for sustainable solutions to adapt to climate 
change.

To get there, people at every level, from 
policymakers to water managers, need to 
begin thinking about evaluating, develop
ing, and managing water storage not as 
independent facilities for a finite number of 
stakeholders, but as integrated systems that 
consider the whole spectrum of natural, 
built, and hybrid storage options to deliver 
resilient solutions that are designed to pro
tect generations.

Drawing from the World Bank’s decades 
of global experience with integrated water 
resource management, What the Future 
Has in Store: A New Paradigm for Water 
Storage supports countries as tiiey develop, 
operate, and fortify water services. The 
report provides a practical framework for 
rethinking the design of storage solutions, 
including tools to help with everything 
from evaluating long-term investments in 
natural and built infrastructure, to deci
sion-making under uncertainty, to integrat
ed planning techniques, and international 
case studies. It protides step-by-step gui
dance to help stakeholders at every level 
begin to put a new approach into action. 

The increasing uncertainty brought 
about by climate change is daunting. We 
must contend with the reality that the past 
is not necessarily a reliable guide for the 
future; nevertheless, we must act. But as 
we look to parts of the world where dec
ades of gain in human development are 
being erased by extreme weather events, 
sometimes in a matter of days or weeks, it 
is clear that in the future, the communities 
and regions that will emerge as most resil
ient will be those that have made the most 
of their water storage. As we rise to the 
challenges of development in the context of 
climate change, smarter water storage 
solutions can be the difference between 
human suffering and securing a future. It is 
a long journey, but one we cannot afford 
not to make.

The author is World Bank managing direct
or of Development Policy and Partnerships. 
The views don’t necessarily represent those
of China Daily.

isks to water security are the 
greatest threat to attaining global 
sustainability goals.

It is hard to look out the win
dow oi' read the news without seeing the 
effects of climate change. Natural disasters 
are occurring with alarming frequency. Cli
mate change is disrupting global weather 
patterns, triggering increasingly extreme 
weather events including floods, droughts, 
and heat waves, exacerbating water scarcity 
and causing catastrophic suffering from 
Pakistan to the United States to Kenya. 

Global heating of between two to four 
degrees Celsius could cause up to 4 billion 
people experiencing some level of water 
scarcity. Historically, water storage systems 
have enabled humans to thrive in a range of 
climatic conditions. But as the climate 
changes, many water storage systems are 
becoming — or in some regions have 
already become — no longer fit for the pur
pose. Exacerbating the water crisis is the 
fact that the world is already experiencing a 
widening water storage gap — the differ
ence between the amount of water storage 
needed and the amount of storage that 
exists for a given time and place. 

Over the past 50 years, while the global 
population doubled, natural freshwater 
storage declined by around 27,000 billion 
cubic meters due to melting glaciers and 
snowpack, and the destruction of wetlands 
and floodplains. Concurrently, the volume 
of water in built storage is threatened as 
sediment fills storage space in artificial res
ervoirs while maintenance of dams, water 
tanks, and other man-made structures lags 
in many regions.

In short, global water storage is decreas
ing just when water storage is becoming 
critical to mitigate the effects of climate 
change. If we are to meet our climate adap
tation and mitigation targets, inertia is not 
an option. To manage escalating hydro-vari
ability, provide for increased water 
demands due to higher temperatures, and 
sustain progress in food and energy securi
ty, a fundamental change in how we con
ceptualize and manage water storage is 
required. How must traditional approaches 
to water storage planning and management 
evolve to meet the progressively urgent 
needs of the twenty-first century? 

Nature must be a large part of the solu
tion. More than 99 percent of freshwater’ 
storage on earth is in nature, yet it is largely 
taken for granted. We need to do a better 
job of recognizing natural storage like 
groundwater, wetlands, glaciers, and soil 
moisture reserves as fundamental to surviv
al and protect and manage them according
ly. Knowing what we have is the first step 
toward not taking nature for granted and 
unnecessarily depleting it, as has been the 
case in parts of the world for decades. 

The increasing uncertainty brought

Zhang Nan is the deputy director of gradu
ate administration at the School of Applied 
Economics, Renmin University of China;
and Wei Chu is a professor at and vice-dean 
of the School of Applied Economics, Renmin 
University of China.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.
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possible. The risks 
posed by the rise 
of Al applica
tions, including 
plagiarism, mis
representation 
and violation of 
privacy, may 
not disappear 
but will defi
nitely decrease 
if appropriate 
regulations are 
implemented. 

Also, there 
should be
mechanism 
for settling dis
putes.

Since we can
not avoid
ChatGPT and 
other Al-pow
ered applications 
from entering the 

field of higher 
education, we 
should make collec

tive efforts to ensure 
they have a positive

_________ impact on society and 
tiie future of education. 

But despite Al helping 
make learning much more 

interesting and enjoyable, humans need to 
work very hard to win the race with tech
nology.
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o
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Academicians across the world are dis
cussing whether and to what extent Al 
should be involved in or contribute to a sci
entific article. Such discussions will help 
human experts to pave the future path of 
higher education. Like the roles played by 
most technological advances and ground
breaking innovations in history, Al should 
be and will become a powerful tool for the 
development of higher education world
wide.

Therefore, embracing Al as early as pos
sible is advisable, and higher education 
institutions should make preparations for 
including Al in their syllabus. They can 
start by offering related courses such as 
algorithms and training, because by under
standing how it works, they can avoid slav
ishly following the answers ChatGPT gives 
and question it, so they could enhance stu
dents’ knowledge, which is the actual pur
pose of higher education.

Besides, students with good knowledge 
of Al are more competitive when it comes 
to getting a good job, as an increasing num
ber of jobs are being done by bots — some 
in cooperation with humans. Al-powered 
education technologies can be adopted to 
personalize the learning experience of each 
student based on his or her strengths and 
weaknesses. In addition, Al can free profes
sors and lecturers from doing mundane 
tasks like preparing syllabuses so tiiey can 
concentrate on teaching and interacting 
with students, making learning more 
enjoyable.

Moreover, better understanding and 
application of Al will make the education 
system much more transparent and thus 
help fight plagiarism and safeguard aca
demic integrity.

As for professors, they should increase 
their interactions with students and incul
cate in them critical thinking. Higher edu
cation helps students develop independent 
thinking in the pursuit of knowledge, and

/

n artificial intelligence chatbot 
developed by OpenAI and 
launched in November 2022, 
.ChatGPT hit the 1 million-user 

mark in five days and attracted 100 million 
monthly users in just two months, making 
it the fastest-growing consumer app in his
tory.

Since ChatGPT can write emails, com
puter code, even academic papers and 
poems, and lias passed a number of tests 
within seconds, including the US Bar exam, 
actuarial and medical exams, it is seen by 
many as a potentially disruptive innovation 
for different sectors, especially the higher 
education sector.

So is ChatGPT a boon or a bane? 
The global response to ChatGPT varies 

greatly. Some universities have banned it 
The New York City’s Department of Edu
cation, for example, banned the chatbot 
from its public school devices and net
works, with some people warning that it 
could prompt more students to cheat, 
especially in exams, while others regard it 
as a blessing rather than a curse. Andreas 
Schleicher, director of education and 
skills of the Organization of Economic 
Co-operation and Development, for 
instance, said he welcomes ChatGPT 
because “it gives people a chance” to con
centrate less on tasks that technology can 
perform equally well.

According to a survey conducted by 
Study.com covering more than 100 educa
tors and over 1,000 students, one-third (34 
percent) of the educators said they believe 
ChatGPT should be banned in schools and 
universities, while the rest (66 percent) 
supported students having access to it. Inci
dentally, more than 89 percent of the stu
dents said they had sought help from 
ChatGPT to complete their homework or 
other assignments.

Since the perceived value and utility of 
ChatGPT outweigh the risks and many say 

The first worry is that ChatGPT could 
change the fundamental training struc
ture of higher education. For example, 
Chinese students usually take 16 years to 
earn a bachelor’s degree and more than 20 
years to get a PhD in almost any field, be it 
academic or professional. The 16 to 20 
years tiiey spend to earn such degrees 
help them accumulate a storehouse of 
knowledge. But this system is at risk of 
being replaced with Al, giving rise to 
unimaginable problems.

The second concern is that ChatGPT may 
alter how we teach in schools and universi
ties. For instance, a student depending on 
traditional textbooks to accumulate knowl
edge in a certain discipline will be at a great 
disadvantage against an Al chatbot which 
possesses interdisciplinary and in-depth 
knowledge.

In addition, the teacher-student-based 
teaching in university classes or the discus
sion-based model in some graduate-level 
courses may be less informative and 
attractive than the chatbot-based knowl
edge accumulation for the younger genera
tion.

The third worry is that Al may change 
both the traditional and nontraditional 
research methods. Al’s capacity to quickly 
accumulate knowledge will help it better 
perform the routine tasks performed by 
postgraduate students and scholars, such 
as reviewing a literary work, coding and 
programming, and normative scientific 
writing.

> /

A diverse storage system which incorporates characteris
tics of natural and built storage will be more resilient to
weather-related shocks than individual facilities.
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tiative, China can help coun
tries to develop and to indus
trialize, and to generate 
opportunities forthose lacking 
social-economic mobility. 

This brings us to the vision 
that underpins the Belt and 
Road Initiative endeavor: the 
vision of a community with a 
shared future for humanity. 
The vision shapes China’s con
ception of a new international 
order based on mutually bene
ficial relationships. It extols the 
universal values of integrity 
and equity, and seeks to 
enhance security and promote 
economic growth through dia
logue and cooperation. 

China’s aim is to realize 
inclusive and sustainable 
development that advances the 
common good. This may be 
seen as the internationaliza
tion of the Chinese Dream 
where through projects such as 
the Belt and Road Initiative, 
the well-being and aspirations 
of humankind can be 
enhanced and achieved.

In January, Malaysia Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim intro
duced a new slogan for the 
country: MADANI. The Malay- 
language slogan conceptualiz
es six core principles to guide 
Malaysia’s future develop
ments: sustainability, prosperi
ty, innovation, respect, trust 
and compassion.

In many ways, die MADANI 
principles resonate with a 
community with a shared

A

nisms to push forward capacity 
construction on Maritime Domain 
Awareness in collaboration with its 
allies and partners. In May, at the 
Tokyo Summit, the Quad leaders 
announced the “Indo-Pacific Part
nership for Maritime Domain 
Awareness”. Also in May, a joint 
statement was released by the US 
and die Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations after their special 
summit, reaffirming that the two 
sides are committed to advancing 
cooperation in the maritime 
domain. In June 2022, Australia, 
Japan, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom and the US launched 
their partners in the blue Pacific 
initiative to improve their maritime 
domain awareness.

By extensively implementing 
such measures, the US is attempt
ing to realize full coverage of its 
maritime domain awareness in the 
entire “Indo-Pacific” region so as to 
follow and monitor the activities of 
Chinese ships and make China’s 
maritime activities transparent to 
the US.

China takes its surrounding 
region as a priority and major 
countries as the key in its diploma
cy. As the US advances its “Indo-Pa
cific Strategy”, it is confronting 
China head-on in affairs in China’s 
surrounding areas, making it both 
the “priority” and “key” of Chinese 
diplomacy.

To this end, the report of the 
20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China reaf
firmed the principles of China’s 
diplomacy with its neighboring 
countries — acting on the princi
ples of amity, sincerity, mutual ben
efit and inclusiveness, and the 
policy of forging friendships and 
partnerships with its neighbors. 
China will strive to enhance friend
ly ties, mutual trust and converging 
interests with its neighboring 
countries. In reality, the implemen
tation of the Global Development 
Initiative and the Global Security 
Initiative in China’s neighboring 
regions before other regions has 
countered the attempts by the US 
to contain China.

China should continue to pro
mote economic cooperation with its 
neighbors to make sure that the 
regional agenda focuses on eco
nomic development, rather than 
military confrontation. 

Jointly promoted by China and 
ASEAN, the Regional Comprehen
sive Economic Partnership came 
into force at the start of 2022. Bilat
eral trade between China and the 
ASEAN countries reached a record 
high in 2022. Bearing more far- 
reaching significance, the China- 
proposed Global Development 
Initiative is being advanced and has 
gained a positive response from

The author is a research fellow with
the National Institute of Interna
tional Strategy at the Chinese Acad
emy of Social Sciences. The author
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

The author is the president of 
the Malaysia-China Friend
ship Association and former
Malaysian ambassador to Chi
na. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. 
The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.
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The Belt and Road Initiative and the vision of a community 
with a shared future for humanity provide a pathway 

toward more inclusive, sustainable development

- dk1

hina is stepping up efforts 
to expedite the settlement 
of disputes in the South 
China Sea and cope with 

non-traditional security threats in 
collaboration with neighboring 
countries, so as to strengthen stra
tegic mutual trust, make sure that 
the entire region continues to focus 
on economic cooperation and 
ensure a stable environment in its 
neighboring regions.

Over the past few years, the Unit
ed States has been intensifying its 
strategic rivalry with China, which 
has severely deteriorated the secu
rity situation in China’s surround
ing areas.

The US has been reinforcing its 
alliance and partnership systems to 
forge an anti-China camp. 

The US-Japan alliance and 
US-Australia alliance continue to 
serve as the “northern and south
ern anchors” of the US alliance sys
tem; the US-Japan-Australia and 
US-Japan-the Republic of Korea tri
lateral cooperation mechanisms 
have been further strengthened; 
and the Quadrilateral Security Dia
logue, or Quad — a strategic securi
ty dialogue among Australia, India, 
Japan and the US — has been serv
ing as a core mechanism in the US’ 
“Indo-Pacific Strategy” and the US 
is attempting to establish a more 
extensive “united front” against 
China by expanding the group to 
the ROK, Vietnam and Indonesia. 

In the wake of the outbreak of the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, the US has 
also been speeding up NATO’s 
expansion to the “Indo-Pacific”. In 
June last year, Australia, Japan, 
New Zealand and the ROK were 
invited to participate in a NATO 
summit for the first time, to “initi
ate a road map for expanded coop
eration, ensuring closer political 
consultation and joint work on 
issues of mutual interest” 

By constantly hyping up the Tai
wan question and the South China 
Sea issue, the US is attempting to 
“legitimize” its military presence in 
the region.

Since the outbreak of the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict, the US, Japan and 
Australia have been frequently hyp
ing up “Ukraine today, Taiwan 
tomorrow” to coerce and pressurize 
more countries to join their alli
ance.

Adopting a strategy of “using Tai
wan to contain China”, the US’ 
provocations have substantially 
increased. Notably, former US 
House speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit 
to China’s Taiwan region in August 
last year has pushed the cross
Straits tensions, causing grave con
cerns among regional countries. 

Since the start of last year, the Joe 
Biden administration has been 
using an array of regional mecha-

China’s neighboring countries. 
Most of the ASEAN members have 
explicitly expressed their support 
for the Global Development Initia
tive in bilateral cooperation docu
ments with China. In reality, 
stronger cooperation between Chi
na and its neighbors in green devel
opment, the digital economy, 
agriculture, public health and the 
blue economy not only meets the 
urgent needs of regional countries 
for development, but also helps 
adapt to new trends in regional and 
global economic development, thus 
further expanding the bilateral 
cooperation areas and converging 
interests.

China should also promote dia
logue on security issues, strengthen 
the institutionalization of coopera
tion, and reinforce strategic mutual 
trust with its neighbors.

In face of the complex security 
situation in its neighboring regions, 
China is expediting the peaceful 
settlement of disputes in the South 
China Sea through negotiation and 
consultation. In November 2022, 
China and ASEAN issued a joint 
statement on the 20th Anniversary 
of the Declaration on the Conduct 
of Parties in the South China Sea, 
which further cements the consen
sus reached by all parties and 
strives for the adoption of a Code of 
Conduct in the South China Sea at 
an early date through negotiation 
and consultation.

China is also stepping up efforts 
to advance the implementation of 
the Global Security Initiative in its 
neighboring regions, which aims to 
achieve security through sustaina
ble development In the meantime, 
China has increased its support for 
its neighbors to address non-tradi- 
tional security threats, by jointly 
exploring new ways of governance, 
proposing new cooperation initia
tives in such areas as climate action 
and public health security, and pro
viding assistance to those coun
tries.

Now and for some time to come, 
the strategic rivalry between the US 
and China will be the determining 
factor of regional situation. But the 
strategic autonomy of small- and 
medium-sized countries in the 
region is rising. Their more diversi
fied strategic choices will to a great 
extent add uncertainties to the 
regional situation. This presents 
both opportunities and challenges 
to China.

future for humanity. Both seek 
to actualize holistic, sustaina
ble development that will ben
efit all, regardless of race, class 
and creed.

On that account, Malaysia 
and China can work together 
to realize our respective MAD
ANI and a community with a 
shared future for humanity 
aspirations. With President 
Xi’s emphasis on people-ori
ented development, and with 
projects such as the East Coast 
Rail Link, China’s investment 
can help realize more equitable 
and balanced development in 
Malaysia. Such strategic coop
eration will undoubtedly gen
erate mutually beneficial 
outcomes for China and 
Malaysia.

As it enters its second dec
ade, challenges and opportuni
ties await the initiative. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
caused many projects to stall 
and fresh commitment is need
ed to regain the lost momen
tum.

There are of course exciting 
possibilities, with a shift 
toward high quality develop
ment, the Belt and Road Initia
tive is likely to increasingly 
move beyond bricks and mor
tals into the digital and virtual 
realm, and branch out into dif
ferent streams, such as Health 
Silk Road, Green Belt and 
Road Initiative, and Digital 
Belt and Road Initiative, 
among others.

As the world undergoes 
major changes and faces 
unprecedented challenges, the 
Belt and Road Initiative and 
the vision of a community with 
a shared future for humanity 
can provide a pathway toward 
more dynamic growth and 
advancement. It is my hope 
that through such efforts, the 
21st century will continue to 
make progress toward achiev
ing greater stability and com
mon prosperity.

::n w I 
IV 
IV

As the world 
undergoes major 

changes and faces 
unprecedented 

challenges, the Belt 
and Road Initiative 
and the vision of a 
community with a 
shared future for 
humanity can 

provide a pathway 
toward more 

dynamic growth 
and advancement.
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China is responding to the deteriorating 
security situation in its surrounding areas caused 

by the US intensifying its containment efforts
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his year marks the
10 th anniversary of 
President Xi Jinping’s 
two landmark contri

butions to the advancement of 
global good, namely, the Belt 
and Road Initiative and the 
vision of a community with a 
shared future for humanity. 
These two concepts promoting 
peace and prosperity signify 
China’s return as a world pow
er.

In 1978, former Chinese lead
er Deng Xiaoping made per
haps one of the most 
consequential decisions in the 
modern China history: open 
up the country and reengage 
with the outside world. In the 
decades that followed, China 
was integrated into the global 
economy, and in the process 
rebuilt itself into an economic 
powerhouse.

In 2013, President Xi 
launched the Belt and Road 
Initiative and presented the 
vision of a community with a 
shared future for humanity as 
China’s perspective of an alter
native world order. 

The initiative and vision 
marked China’s aspiration to 
play a greater role in shaping 
the world’s destiny. After suc
cessfully rebuilding itself, Chi
na is now prepared to 
contribute to the development 
of the wider world. This 
reflects President Xi’s style of 
leadership, one that exudes 
confidence and determination, 
not only to better China, but 
the global community at large. 

The Belt and Road Initiative 
is widely recognized as a his
toric infrastructure initiative, 
on a scale never attempted by 
any other world power. There 
are various reasons and forces, 
internal and external that 
prompted China to embark on 
such an ambitious undertak
ing.

As a major economic power, 
China considers infrastructure 
as one way to forge closer con
nectivity, in order to facilitate 
commerce and investment, 
with its trading partners across 
the globe.

The eradication of extreme 
poverty in the country is one of 
China’s key achievements, and 
a model for the world. And 
through the Belt and Road Ini-
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city’s art heritage
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Shimin honed his skill, developed 
his unique style and reached the 
summit of his ability in late life. His 
iconic works were done in his 70s 
and even 80s, and were collected by 
the Palace Museum, also known as 
the Forbidden City.

The Loudong school represented 
by the four masters influenced gen
erations of ink painters thereafter 
but was criticized by some modern 
ink artists in the first half of the 
20th century, such as Xu Beihong, 
who was known for his painting of 
horses.

Wu says masters of the 20th cen
tury grew up in a time when Chinese 
people were eager to change the 
rules of society. Thus artists longed 
to create a different world in art. 
Many applied new techniques com
bined with those introduced from

J
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Opening of facility pays homage to Taicang’s crucial role 
in story of painting, Deng Zhangyu reports.

KUNMING — Forest police 
from Hongtupo township, 
Southwest China’s Yunnan prov
ince, recently finished their 
annual patrol of a famed stop
over site and habitat for migra
tory birds in the Ailao Mountain 
area.

Officers with the forest 
police station of Hongtupo, 
Nanhua county, enter forests in 
the Nanhua area of the Ailao 
Mountain national nature 
reserve every September and 
remain there until the follow
ing February, says Zhang Yue- 
ping, an instructor with the 
police station.

During their stay, the officers 
patrol the forests in Dazhong 
Mountain, deep in the Ailao area 
to prevent poaching and other 
wildlife crimes.

The Hongtupo forest police 
station, known as “a migratory 
police station” was established 
in 1984 in response to rampant 
illegal poaching on the moun
tain. A huge variety of wildlife 
was hunted to near extinction, 
according to Zhang.

Wang Shimin represented the 
first generation of Loudong style. 
The scholar-painter was good at 
imitating masters’ artwork. Copy
ing masters’ pieces is a common 
practice in Chinese ink painting 
and is also considered as an impor
tant part of an artist’s training and 
development. It involves carefully 
studying and replicating the tech
niques, brushstrokes and style of a 
master’s work. The Loudong 
school represented by Wang Shi
min was an artistic “peak”, says 
Wu, the curator.

In fact, the goal of copying is not 
simply to produce an exact replica of 
the original. Rather, it is an opportu
nity for the artist to develop their 
skills and creativity by exploring dif
ferent ways of interpreting and 
expressing the subject matter. Wang

prosperous city with a 
history dating back more 
than 4,500 years and also 
a creative hub for many 

well-known Chinese ink masters, 
Taicang in Jiangsu province 
embraced its first art museum at the 
beginning of this year.

Its inauguration show, Tides Sur
ging in the East of Yangtze, offers a 
glimpse into the 400-year develop
ment of ink paintings since the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911) when a school 
dedicated to the discipline in Lou
dong (meaning the east bank of the 
Loujiang River) was established in 
Taicang.

The show, occupying the three- 
story garden-like museum, displays 
hundreds of ink paintings of various 
styles by masters at different peri
ods in Chinese art history. It has four 
parts: Exhibitions ofMasterpieces of 
the Loudong Painting School; Clas
sics of the Century — Exhibition by 
Twentieth-Century Chinese Art 
Masters: New Era, New Spirit; Invi
tational Exhibition of Contempo
rary Artists; and German Painting 
Art Exhibition.

‘Taicang Art Museum is a county
level city art museum, and it is rare 
in China for such a small museum to 
present such a comprehensive show 
of Chinese paintings, from ancient 
ink paintings to modern ink, in such 
a large exhibition space,” says Wu 
Hongliang, academic curator of the 
show. He is also director of the Bei
jing Fine Art Academy.

“It will take viewers half a day to 
go through these rich contents and 
audiences will finally have a deep 
impression of the city’s cultural 
abundance.”

The section of masterpieces of the 
Loudong painting school displays 
45 works by representative masters 
of the school loaned from Tianjin 
Museum. The school was estab
lished about 400 years ago in Tai
cang, the starting point for Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644) navigator 
Zheng He’s seven voyages to the 
Western Seas. It is represented by 
four established artists all sur- 
named Wang; Wang Shimin, Wang 
Hui, Wang Jian and Wang Yuanqi. 
These four together with Wu Li and 
Yun Shouping are the “Six Masters 
of the Qing Dynasty1!
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The police station got off to a 
rough start, with no running 
water, no phone service, and sig
nificant challenges in the deliv
ery of supplies. Initially, the 
officers had no option but to live 
in tents.

It was not until 2010 that a 
house was built for the officers at 
the foot of Dazhong Mountain. 

Over nearly four decades, for
est police in Hongtupo have 
endured all kinds of harsh con
ditions to protect wildlife in the 
mountain.

“Skin peeling after bad sun
burn, frostbite, sleeping for half 
a month under a moldy blanket, 
hearing bears growl at night.... 
We’ve seen it all,” says Zhou 
Piyin, former head of the police 
station, who worked at the sta
tion for eight years.

To avoid spooking poachers, 
the officers try not to make a 
sound or use a flashlight during 
their patrol.

“I remember one night, we 
saw a fire in the distance. As we 
crept there, I missed my step 
and fell into a deep ditch,” says 
officer Yang Zhengqiang. 

“When I came around, I 
found myself surrounded by 
graves, and a little further from 
where I was lying, there was a 
cliff.”

Arduous as the journey has 
been, generations of protection 
efforts have paid off.

Since 2019, zero cases of 
poaching have been reported. 
Villagers have also stepped up 
and created their own forest 
protection squad.

Over the years, the forests 
have seen a growing number of 
birds. During the migration sea
son, birds can be seen flying 
right over people’s heads.

“In October, there are birds all 
over the mountain, which is 
quite splendid,” says Liu Yan, a 
female officer with the police 
station.

As the ecosystem improves, 
Zhang says, the police station 
has been relocated outside the 
forests to the town, and officers 
are sent to carry out patrols in 
the forests during the migra
tion season.

Western art such as oil painting. 
“The Loudong school, featuring 

landscape paintings, was regarded 
as being too detached from real life 
in the 20th century. When we talk 
about artists, we should put them in 
the context of the history of when 
the art was created,” adds Wu.

In the section of Classics of the 
Century, more than 100 pieces 
painted by prominent ink masters 
of the 20th century are on show, 
including household names like Qi 
Baishi, Fu Baoshi, Xu Beihong, Lin 
Fengmian, Wu Guanzhong and Li 
Keran.

Many of these masters changed 
their subjects from traditional ones 
such as landscapes, flowers, birds 
and insects to related aspects of dai
ly life. Examples include: a boy 
pushing buffaloes, fishermen on a 
river, sunsets and sunrises, horses 
and shrimp.

Wu says some masters had a back
ground of studying overseas, thus 
many techniques from Western art 
were mixed with traditional ink 
painting, a way to “create a new 
world in art”.

“From the Loudong school to the 
masters of the 20th century, viewers 
can see clearly the development of 
Chinese painting,” Wu says.

All the pieces on show in this sec
tion are from the collection of China 
Arts and Entertainment Group, 
which has actively bought and col
lected iconic pieces from ink mas
ters since the 1950s to hold shows 
overseas and take part in cultural 
exchanges.

According to Li Jinsheng, presi
dent of the China Arts and Enter
tainment Group, they have 
collected more than 50,000 art
works covering various art forms. 
Taicang Art Museum is a cultural 
collaboration between China Arts 
and Entertainment Group and the 
local government to boost cultural 
abundance and enrich people’s 
spiritual world.

“An art museum is a key platform 
to provide cultural activities to 
locals. Besides, we are planning art 
hotels and festivals for villages in 
Taicang to build a chain of cultural 
institutions,” says Li.

Not far away from Taicang Art 
Museum stand the city’s theater, 
library and museum, all of which 
were opened to the public in recent 
years.

Located at the mouth of the 
Yangtze River and known as the 
“golden coastline” of the lower 
reaches of the Yangtze River, Tai
cang is about a one-hour drive from 
Suzhou, a city renowned for its gar
dens and art.

Jin Huihui, director of the Tai
cang Art Museum, says its establish
ment can better satisfy people’s 
growing demand for cultural activi
ties in small cities. During the 
Spring Festival holiday in late Janu
ary, more than 2,000 visitors poured 
into the art museum every day, says 
Jin.

Apart from the Loudong school 
and masterpieces from the 20th 
century, the museum’s opening 
show also displays 80 artworks 
made by contemporary Chinese art
ists and 50 paintings by five German 
painters.

“Many visitors said it’s a rare 
chance to see such a comprehensive 
show of Chinese art and also art 
from Germany in a small city,” Jin 
says.

The show will last until April 15.

____ - —____ ____________ ===—___
From top: Musicians perform Suzhou Pingtan, a regional variety of music popular in the Jiangnan 
Region (south of the Yangtze River) with traditional Chinese instruments such as the three-stringed 
sanxian and pipa (Chinese lute), at the opening ceremony of the Taicang Art Museum, located in Tai
cang, Jiangsu province. An inside scene of the museum. The exterior of Taicang Art Museum.

*

Clockwise from top left: In the 
inauguration show of Taicang 
Art Museum, located in Taicang, 
Jiangsu province, many Chinese 
traditional paintings are on 
display, featuring landscapes, 
flowers and birds, as well as 
buffaloes and shrimp, created 
by well-known painters Wu 
Guanzhong, Lin Fengmian, Fu 
Baoshi, Li Keran, Zhu Qizhan 
and Qi Baishi. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Skin peeling after 
bad sunburn, 
frostbite, sleeping 
for half a month 
under a moldy 
blanket, hearing 
bears growl at 
night.... We’ve seen 
it all.”
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protect 
wildlife

Zhou Piyin, former head of 
the forest police station of
Hongtupo township, 
Yunnan province
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Feng Huailin, palace lantern 
maker

Top: Feng Huailin decorates his 
palace lanterns with strings of 
tassels, wei shixin/ for china daily 
Above from left: Feng's palace 
lanterns are constructed of elab
orate wooden frames and glass 
panels decorated with Chinese 
characters, representing pros
perity, fortune and happiness. 
Feng and his wife Duan Jinju 
give a final touch to the lanterns. 
WEI SHIXIN / FOR CHINA DAILY.

A palace lantern with its panels 
decorated with landscape paint
ings.
Left: Feng (middle) has been 
invited to give lectures on the 
traditional craft at nearby 
schools. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

would regret forever if the craft 
vanished.

To expand the value of the lan
terns, Feng took them to exhibi
tions across the country. His 
efforts paid off with orders 
increasing gradually.

In 2008, he borrowed money to 
buy a computer and registered an 
account on e-commerce platform 
Alibaba to promote and sell his 
lanterns. In 2011, his lanterns 
were a hit at a folk art exhibition 
in Xinjiang county in Shanxi. In 
2018, Feng registered a lantern 
company.

Deftly carved with auspicious 
motifs such as the dragon and the 
phoenix, Feng’s palace lanterns 
are constructed of elaborate 
wooden frames and glass panels 
decorated with Chinese charac
ters, representing prosperity, for
tune and happiness. Some have 
lavish strings of tassels attached. 

He uses the centuries-old mor- 
tise-and-tenon joining technique 
of classical Chinese architecture 
without a single nail or glue for his 
lanterns. They are in square, hex
agonal or octagonal shapes.

A set of Feng’s palace lanterns 
ranges in price from thousands of 
yuan to tens of thousands of yuan, 
depending on the size and the 
wood, Feng says.

Feng has been exploring inno
vation in design to make his 
products closer to modern life. 
Instead of candles, his lanterns 
are illuminated by LED light 
strips. As this year marks the Year 
of the Rabbit, Feng recently 
designed lanterns with rabbit 
paintings on panels.

“Every Spring Festival is busy 
for us with orders surging, 
because lanterns are an impor
tant part of Chinese New Year cel
ebrations,” Feng says. This Spring 
Festival, he sold about seven sets 
of lanterns, with each set at an 
average price of 10,000 yuan.

Although mass production of 
palace lanterns is possible, Feng 
says he wants to preserve the 
skills of making lanterns by hand 
and passing the craft on to more 
people.

Since 2016, he has been invited 
to give lectures on the traditional 
craft at nearby schools and com
munities. “I was glad to speak 
about the technique behind pal
ace lanterns to students, who 
were curious about the craft,” 
Feng says.

On social media platform Dou- 
yin, Feng has posted videos to 
help popularize palace lanterns. A 
follower named Xiangyibei com
ments that thanks to craftsmen 
like Feng “our festive memories 
and culture are kept alive”

The craft is not only a way for 
Feng to make a living but also a 
part of his life after more than 30 
years of practice.

“Although palace lanterns have 
been replaced by neon lights on 
streets, the culture and tradition 
behind will not disappear,” Feng 
says.

“I’m proud I am continuing the 
craft and wall keep doing it,” he 
adds.

oL1

Although palace 
lanterns have been 
replaced by neon 
lights on streets, the 
culture and tradition 
behind will not 
disappear.”

Dedicated craftsman makes palace lanterns, preserving tradition, 
report Wang Qian and Sun Ruisheng in Taiyuan.

ombining techniques 
with delicate designs, 
palace lanterns have long 
reflected aesthetics. The

first kerosene-lit lamp in China 
appeared on a Shanghai street in 
1843. However, the handicraft 
was under threat of vanishing.

In Feng Huailin’s studio in 
Wangshouzhuang village, Yun- 
cheng, Shanxi province, the 
62-year-old lantern maker still 
works with traditional tech
niques, dating back to the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911), inherited 
through his family.

With its origins in the Eastern 
Han Dynasty (25-220), lantern
making reached its peak during 
the Qing Dynasty when palace 
lanterns became a common scene 
at the imperial court.

Consisting of nearly 300 wood 
components, a set of palace lan
terns usually takes Feng and his 
wife Duan Jinju at least a month 
to make. Large sets take them up 
to three months.

“My childhood memories are 
connected to lanterns as both my 
father and grandfather made 
them,” Feng says, adding that it 
has been a local tradition to gift a 
set of palace lanterns from grand
parents to then' newborn grand
children as blessings for a bright 
future.

Although Feng is a talented car
penter and good at drawing, he 
didn’t think about inheriting the 
family business until his son was 
bom in 1987.

“The idea came to me that I 
wanted to make a lantern for my 
son,” Feng says.

Based on the design drafts 
passed down generations, Feng 
and Duan followed his predeces
sors a century before them. From 
wood selection to assembling, it 
took the couple more than two 
months to finish their first palace 
lantern.

Feng still remembers how cold 
the night was when they forgot 
about time while making some 
lanterns, with their fingers and 
arms swollen after a long time of 
woodcarving work. Then for 10 
years, Feng did various jobs, but 
when back home, the craft took 
up all his leisure time.

In 1997, he came across a story 
in a paper that local authorities 
were collecting folklore artworks. 
His set of palace lanterns were 
selected and won him 8,800 yuan 
($1,279). It was the first time that 
his hobby earned him money.

Seeing the business potential, 
Feng quit his job and tried to 
make a living from doing what he 
loved.

“Making palace lanterns is hard 
work, which could be bad for 
health. For example, it requires 
sitting for dozens of days, at least 
10 hours every day, to carve the 
frames of a lantern,” Feng says.

However, the business didn’t go 
as well as he had expected due to 
the lack of clients. In 2003, not 
one lantern was sold. Duan had to 
take part-time jobs to make ends 
meet. But he didn’t give up hope 
of reviving the craft.

“I have always believed that my 
lanterns will be recognized by the 
market,” Feng says, adding that he
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Village welcomes a ‘living Lei Feng’ from Luxembourg
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the poems of young people today 
are colloquial, direct and empiri
cal. Without the extra philosophi
cal expressions or rendering of 
images, they may not necessarily 
look like ail, but describe personal 
experiences and status with sincer
ity, and avoid rigidifying the Chi
nese language.

One example is At Work-. “I’m sit-
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draws the readers’ attention to a 
kind of stylized, smooth but empty 
exchange commonly seen today, by 
pointing to an objective statement 
of existing relations, without 
involving feelings, judgment or a 
reflection upon them.

According to staff from Bilibili, it 
was after Dai Jianye, an ancient 
Chinese literature professor at the

time,” Hansen recounts. Since then, 
he became known by a new identity 
— the village's first Party secretary’s 
assistant.

Across the hills and rivers, the 
duo worked closely, day and night, 
to explore a path toward prosperity 
for the village residents. They visit
ed each household, asking about 
their income and taking careful 
notes. “I know everyone in the vil
lage,” Hansen says.

“We first thought he was a tourist, 
as he was carrying a camera with 
him,” Bi says. “But later, we learned 
he was a volunteer. He is a warm
hearted and hardworking man, 
always giving a hand to the villagers 

I

Under Hansen’s assistance, Xie, 
with the tillage’s officials and other 
poverty alleviation workers, devel
oped featured industries, including 
cattle and sheep breeding and fruit 
planting.

Their efforts paid off. By Novem
ber 2020, the whole of Zhadong vil
lage had successfully eradicated 
poverty. Now local authorities are 
leading the villagers on a new jour
ney to rural vitalization.

Hansen is quite satisfied with his 
work in the tallage. “Now every
thing has changed. The adobe 
homes have gone. Today everyone 
lives in new houses with a separate 
kitchen, living room, bathroom, 
and bedrooms. There is also elec
tricity and internet connection.”

Hansen returned to the city in 
May 2021 after finishing his volun
tary work. However, he maintains a 
deep attachment to Zhadong, and 
often goes back to the village to see 
his old friends and promote tour
ism by sharing pictures of local 
landscapes and cultural events on 
social media with his friends in 
Europe and beyond.

“I was worried that he came just 
for fun, but it turned out that he 
wanted to lend a hand,” says Xie, 
who has now returned to his origi
nal work as an official at a govern
ment agency in Hechi.

“He went up and down the moun

on their forms when he sees them. 
When he visited my home, he 
helped us shuck the corn, pick mul
berry leaves from the fields, and 
feed our silkworms.”

After the visits, Hansen suggest
ed that the village use the land 
behind it to build a form, and he 
also participated in the construc
tion work himself.

‘It was a jungle. We brought elec
tricity and water, and then we built 
a small farm. Now there are nearly 
2,000 pigs and 200 cows. It is still 
growing,” Hansen says.

Today, this farm brings over 
100,000 yuan in revenue to the vil
lagers each year.
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NANNING — For generations, the 
longest distance that many villagers 
in Zhadong, South China’s Guangxi 
Zhuang autonomous region, could 
fathom was that of the journey 
between their village and Nanning, 
the regional capital.

In 2018, the arrival of a man from 
Luxembourg expanded their hori
zons across continents.

“The first time I came to Zhadong 
tallage, I was overwhelmed by its 
natural beauty. The adobe homes fit 
perfectly with the green environ
ment,” recalls Hansen Nico Rene, a 
63-year-old retired policeman.

“But when we entered the houses, 
we found people were poor. There 
was a fireplace, a table, and some 
chairs. The bathroom, if there was 
one, was in the pigsty. There was 
very little to suggest that they were 
living in the second millennium.”

The village Hansen visited is in a 
remote mountainous area in 
Guangxi’s Hechi city. Tucked away 
in the mountains, Zhadong village 
was known not only for its spectac
ular karst landscape but also its 
grinding poverty.

Before coming to Zhadong, Han
sen had settled in downtown Hechi 
for six years. What brought the reti
ree to Zhadong was a notice for 
recruiting volunteers to aid the pov
erty alleviation campaign in March 
2018.
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| he hustle and bustle of life’s 
routines, wandering back 
and forth from the ideal to 
reality, and the inner turbu

lence hidden behind a social mask. 
Some from the young generations 
have recorded their daily fragmen
tations in lines of poetry, not neces
sarily neat and metrical with verse, 
many with a hint of the burlesque, 
on a video-sharing platform over the 
last few years.

Some of these works, either dis
played in user-generated videos, 
comment sections, or personal chan
nels on the website, have been select
ed to form a collection published 
recently, I No Longer Work Hard to 
Become Someone Else: Writing Poet
ry on Bilibili.

One of the 132 pieces reads: 
“There are so many things we can’t 
help. Sometimes I feel like I’m no dif
ferent from a roll of toilet paper. 
Eveiy time I finish work late and 
gobble a night snack, a torrent of 
heat splits my body in two, half-inno
cent and the other sentimental.”

Anthropologist Xiang Biao, direct
or of the Max Planck Institute for 
Social Anthropology in Germany, 
comments that this piece of work 
conveys the writer’s earnestness 
toward the present moment

He says the writer sees clearly the 
weariness of everyday life, the cure 
of a certain trifling matter, and has 
questions of self-doubt—Who am I? 
What am I doing? — that we may not 
get the answer to, but linger on and 
keep humming at the bottom of the 
heart.

In his preface, Xiang recalls gener
ations of Chinese writers, who, since 
the 1980s, have created poems in 
their youth.

He says the strong philosophical 
meaning of menglong (misty) poems 
came from their sense of history, the 
feelings that young people generated 
at a historical turning point

This style of writing, emerging in 
the late 1970s and the beginning of 
the ’80s and represented by figures 
including Gu Cheng (1956-93) and 
Shu Ting, was once perceived as 
obscure, but now stands as an impor
tant school of contemporary poetry. 

Since the 1990s, the rise of “cam
pus folk” cultivated another group of 
poets, such as the late singer and 
songwriter Shen Qing, who tran
scribed their youthfulness and liter
ary talent through the guitar.

These works emphasized the poet
ic images chosen to present current 
tastes of life, and highlighted the self- 
awareness of the waiters, Xiang adds. 

However, from his perspective,

ting at the office. Boss is sitting at the 
office. I don’t know what the boss is 
doing, and they don’t know what I’m 
doing.”

The value is that these poems 
“sensitize” daily experiences and 
arouse people to observe and be 
alert, Xiang says.

“OK. Fine. I know. Ha, funny.” 
This one titled Perfunctoriness

Hansen Nico Rene (right), a retired policeman from Luxembourg, 
works as a volunteer in Zhadong village, South China’s Guangxi 
Zhuang autonomous region, screenshot from xinhua video
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Central China Normal University in 
Wuhan, Hubei province, uploaded 
an online course interpreting 
poems from the Tang (618-907) and 
Song (960-1279) dynasties in 2020 
that a large group of users started to 
post their own creations in his com
ment section.

Dai’s followers were seeking com
ments and suggestions from the 
professor about their original pie
ces. The 67-year-old now has more 
than 3.6 million followers on the 
video site.

Internet influencers known for 
interpreting or chanting literature, 
including Youshan Xiansheng and 
‘The Naive and Sentimental Novel
ist", both with over 1 million fans, 
joined later to introduce the phe
nomenon and proffer their own 
thoughts about the creations in 
their posts, meanwhile calling for 
more submissions.

The spontaneous phenomenon 
once made it to the trending list of 
microblogging platform Sina Wei- 
bo, too.

Jing Yan, one of the editors of the 
book, says, although quality of the 
poems varies widely and that he 
tends not to include this book in the 
“literature” category, it’s helpful to 
see the innermost thoughts of the 
young, and some expressions are 
very novel and moved him.

Bilibili grew in popularity partly 
because of its danmu (“bullet 
words”) feature, which allows real
time comments to “float over” the 
video being played, inspiring inter
action among viewers.

Many of these comments play on 
words and become online buzz
words, which can be seen as a sort of 
writing practice, he says, adding that 
poetry often requires counterintui
tive transitions, which is consistent 
with comments that are meant to 
catch the eye.

A representative of Bilibili says in a 
written interview with China Daily 
that, from the company’s perspec
tive, “the book reflects one of the 
ways young people attempt to find 
their identity in an uncertain mod
ern era. They are actively creating 
tilings and expressing themselves, 
and not, as the frequent criticism 
claims, ‘no longer thinking critically?’ 

And the company is continuously 
collecting original poems on multi
ple topics, potentially in coopera
tion with universities, and it’s likely 
there is another book like this 
planned in the future, it adds.
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Top left and right: Front and 
rear covers of the book, I No 
Longer Work Hard to Become 
Someone Else: Writing Poetry 
on Bilibili. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY 

Middle: Visitors read books at 
the recent Beijing Book Fair held 
from Feb 24-26.
WANG ZHUANGFEI / CHINA DAILY 

Bottom: Staff members of the 
CITIC Press Group, publisher of 
the poetry collection, host a 
livestream selling books during 
the Beijing fair on Feb 25. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Popular online video-sharing platform becomes a hotbed of poetic expression for 
young Chinese, resulting in the publication of a new book, Fang Aiqing reports.
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In 2015, of some 600 residents in 
the tallage, over half lived under the 
national poverty line, meaning 
their per capita annual income was 
lower than 2,300 yuan ($331.7) at 
2010 constant values, or $2.3 in 
terms of purchasing power parity 
per person a day. At the time of Han
sen’s first visit, there were still some 
parts of the village that were not 
accessible by road.

Villager Bi Yonghong, 41, remem
bers the first time he saw Hansen. 
“People flocked to see him out of 
curiosity. They took pictures of him 
with their phones, as it was the first 
time we had seen a foreigner in our 
village.”

During that visit, Hansen met Xie 
Wanju, then the first Party secretary 
of Zhadong. It was a rainy day, but 
dozens of people were busy in the 
fields working with cables, bamboo, 
and iron posts, so Hansen went to 
see what was going on.

Xie introduced himself as the 
first Party secretary and explained 
that they were preparing to grow 
passion fruit to help people out of 
poverty.

“We will never forget the first 
moment (we met) because this 
changed my whole life. I met the 
first Party secretary, and he was 
working for the government for 
poverty alleviation. That was amaz
ing. I said if you need help, I have

They (young people) 
are actively creating 
things and expressing 
themselves, and not, 
as the frequent 
criticism claims, ‘no 
longer thinking 
critically’.” 
A representative of Bilibili on 
the new poetry book

tains with me without any com
plaint In him, I see the spirit of Lei 
Feng — enthusiastic about public 
welfare and always ready to help 
others,” Xie adds.

“Volunteerism in China is amaz
ing. That, in my view, is also a core 
spirit of the Party. The world is 
changing, and the mentality of soci
ety is changing. I believe the ‘Lei 
Feng spirit’ maybe needs more pro
motion,” Hansen says.

Lei, an ordinary young Chinese 
soldier in the 1960s, is a household 
name in China known for his devo
tion to duty. He died in an accident 
at the age of 22 in 1962. In his diaiy, 
compiled and published posthu
mously, Lei likened himself to a 
small yet indispensable “screw” 
inside a machine and vowed to 
“never rust” and serve the people 
wholeheartedly.

In 1963, Chairman Mao Zedong 
called on the nation to learn from 
Lei, and March 5 has been designat
ed as “Lei Feng Day”. Since then, 
people who volunteer to help others 
and devote themselves to society 
selflessly and altruistically are laud
ed by Chinese people as “living Lei 
Fengs”.

For villagers in Zhadong, the pan
theon of “living Lei Fengs” now 
includes a foreign face.
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