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The first session of the 14th National People’s Congress is held in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Sunday, feng yongbin / china daily

Xi calls for advancing high-quality growth
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Association, China Association for 
Promoting Democracy, Chinese 
Peasants’ and Workers’ Democratic 
Party, China Zhi Gong Dang, Jiu San 
Society and Taiwan Democratic Self- 
Government League.

Members of these political par
ties serve in ministries, have seats 
on the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress and in 
the National People’s Congress, 
China’s top legislature, and on the 
National Committee of the Chi
nese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, the country’s top 
political advisory body. Thus, they 
play a significant role in joint deci
sion-making and implementation 
and contribute to the governance 
of the country. 

China practices inclusive, law-

I

Before delving into the ongoing 
two sessions — the annual meet
ings of China’s top legislative and 
political advisory bodies — let’s try 
to comprehend the dynamics, 
structure and driving principles of 
the Chinese political and govern
ance model, whose many charac
teristics make it distinctive. 

The model is inclusive in nature 
and people-centric. To ensure 
inclusivity, decisions are made by 
engaging people from all walks of 
society. The process involves the 
Communist Party of China, other 
political parties, experts, business
people and influencers.

It is pertinent to mention that Chi
na has eight legally recognized polit
ical parties in addition to the CPC. 
They are the Revolutionary Commit
tee of the Chinese Kuomintang, Chi
na Democratic League, China 
Democratic National Construction

©

sideration of the need for its defense 
building and economic development 
levels, which is a common practice 
across the world, Wang added.

“China’s future is closely inter
twined with that of the entire world. 
China’s military modernization will 
not be a threat to any other country. 
On die contrary, it will only be posi
tive for safeguarding regional stabil
ity' and world peace,” he said.

Song Zhongping, a military 
affairs commentator and retired

sovereignty, security and interests. 
The work report noted that the 

military will continue to make all-out 
efforts to implement Xi Jinping 
Thought on Strengthening the Mili
tary and the Party’s militaiy strate
gies in the new era, focus on the goals 
that the People’s Liberation Army 
needs to accomplish by its centenary 
in 2027 and fulfill tasks given by the 
Party and the people.

Speaking at a news conference in 
Beijing on Saturday, Wang Chao, 
the spokesman for the first session 
of the 14th NPC, said that China’s 
defense budget increase is appro
priate and reasonable.

“The increase in defense spending 
is needed for meeting the complex 
security challenges, and for China to 
fulfill its responsibilities as a major 
country. China’s defense spending, as 
a share of GDP, has stayed basically 
stable for many years and is lower 
than the world average,” he said.

A country’s defense spending is 
determined based on the overall con-
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China’s planned defense spending 
for this year will reach 1.55 trillion 
yuan ($224 billion), a year-on-year 
increase of 7.2 percent, according to 
a draft budget report submitted to 
the annual session of China’s top leg
islature on Sunday morning.

The draft budget rep ort, which was 
prepared by the Ministry of Finance, 
was deliberated on at die opening 
meeting of the first session of the 14 th 
National People’s Congress in Beijing. 

If approved by lawmakers, die 
proposed defense budget will main
tain single-digit growth for the 
eighth consecutive year. At the NPC 
session last year, a defense budget of 
1.45 trillion yuan was proposed, up 
7.1 percent year-on-year. The figure 
for 2021 was 1.35 trillion yuan, up 6.8 
percent year-on-year.

The annual Government Work 
Report, delivered at Sunday’s open
ing meeting of the 14tii NPC session, 
said that China’s national defense 
and military development have 
made remarkable achievements 
over the past year, and the military 
has effectively safeguarded national
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ing of its industrial foundation and 
research projects on major technol
ogies and equipment.

He encouraged the province, 
which accounted for 10 percent of 
China’s GDP and 12.9 percent of its 
foreign trade volume last year, to 
build up its manufacturing sector, 
promote die growth of strategic 
emerging sectors and accelerate the 
growth of the digital economy.

A strong agricultural sector is the 
foundation for a modern socialist 
country, and agricultural moderni
zation is required to attain high- 
quality growth, Xi said.

He called for steps to protect 
arable land, stabilize grain acreage 
and bolster the establishment of 
high-quality farmland in an effort 
to ensure the stability and security 
of the supply of grain and key agri
cultural produce.

i

China has set its GDP growth tar
get at around 5 percent for this year, 
which analysts said is “pragmatic” 
and “achievable”

The real figure could turn out to be 
even higher, they said, suggesting that 
die country implement more targeted 
macroeconomic policies to boost con
sumption and prevent high inflation, 
in order to promote stable growth.

They also said China’s stable 
growth is set to help relieve global 
growtii pressures as developed econ
omies risk falling into recession 
while suffering from high inflation. 

The growth target was revealed in 
the Government Work Report, which 
Premier Li Keqiang delivered at die 
opening meeting of the first session 
of the 14th National People’s Con
gress in Beijing on Sunday.

President Xi Jinping, who is also 
general secretary of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee 
and chairman of the Central Militaiy 
Commission, attended the meeting. 

The report, which lias been sub
mitted to the top legislature for delib
eration, suggested that China seek to 
push forward its modernization 
drive, promote high-quality develop
ment, better balance COVID-19 pre
vention and social and economic 
development, comprehensively deep
en reform and opening-up, and vigor
ously boost market confidence.

China will enhance the intensity

■ Over the past year 

Targets for development this year 

GDP growth

standards and continue enhancing 
the sense of gain, happiness and 
security for the general public.

Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, was elected by 
unanimous vote as a deputy to the 
NPC at the first session of the 14th 
Jiangsu Provincial People’s Con
gress in January.

He spoke after hearing delibera
tion from six deputies, including 
Xu Kunlin, governor of Jiangsu, 
calling upon the province, a key 
economic powerhouse and manu
facturing hub, to lead the nation in 
high-quality development.

For China to forge new drivers 
and strengths in its growth, the 
key is to rely on innovation in sci
ence and technology, he said, add
ing that sci-tech self-reliance is 
also the key for China to build 
itself into a modern socialist coun
try in all respects.

12.06■a

Source: Annual budget reports submitted to China’s 
top legislature 
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President Xi Jinping has under
lined high-quality growth as the 
primary task for China in building 
itself into a modern socialist 
nation in all respects, saying that 
the nation must unswervingly 
deepen reform and opening-up 
and pursue in-depth transforma
tion in its model of development. 

The president, who represents 
Jiangsu province as a deputy to the 
14th National People’s Congress, told 
his fellow deputies from the prov
ince during a deliberation on Sun
day that the nation must accelerate 
steps to attain a high level of self-reli
ance in science and technology, a 
requirement for promoting high- 
quality growth.

He also stressed the need to trans
late the outcomes of growth into 
improvements in the people’s living

and effectiveness of a proactive fis
cal policy and implement a prudent 
monetary policy in a targeted way, 
according to the Government Work 
Report.

Apart from suggesting the GDP 
growtii target for this year, the 
report also raised its projected defi- 
cit-to-GDP ratio to 3 percent and 
targeted an inflation rate of around 
3 percent

The country wall also aim to create 
around 12 million urban jobs this year 
and has set a target of around 5.5 per
cent for the surveyed urban unem
ploymentrate.

China’s defense spending
Unit: trillion yuan
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It is important to promote 
in-depth collaboration between 
industries, academic institutions 
and research institutes, strengthen 
the development of major innova
tion platforms for science and 
technology and support leading 
scientists in achieving break
throughs, he said.

Businesses must be encouraged 
to take up the principal role and 
move forward the integration of 
innovation chains, industrial 
chains, funding and talent, Xi said. 

The nation must integrate the 
strategy to boost domestic demand 
with its deepening of supply-side 
structural reform and accelerate 
the building of a modern industri
al system, he said.

The president reiterated the need 
to focus on the real economy in pur
suing growth, saying that China 
must move forward new industriali
zation and step up the reengineer-

Major targets this year:

• CPI increase: around 3%

- Personal income growth: generally 

in step with economic growth 

■ Steady increases in the volume and 

quality of imports and exports

• Basic equilibrium in the balance of 

payments

• Grain output: over 650 million tons

• Continued reductions in energy 

consumption per unit of GDP

• Steady improvements in the quality 

of the environment

Source: Government Work Report

More than 

<9— million 

people who were lifted 

out of poverty find jobs

•Hl

officer of the PLA, said that China 
has maintained a moderate 
increase in its defense expenditure 
for many years and the nation does 
not seek to get involved in amis 
races with other countries.

“Despite the feet that the United 
States, some European countries 
and our neighbor, Japan, have tre
mendously hiked their military bud
gets, China has refrained from 
sharply raising its own budget 
though it is fully capable of doing so,” 
Song said. “Our country is not like 
tiie US and Japan that keep going 
after military superiority. That is not 
what we want. China wants a bal
ance in economic development and 
defense capabilities.”

The world’s largest spenderon mil
itary affairs is the US. Its defense bud
get for this year was $858 billion, a 
year-on-year increase of 11.7 percent. 
Alarge proportion in the militaiy bill 
will go to Ukraine and China’s Tai
wan region to strengthen their 
armed forces, US media reported.

In Japan, a record defense budget 
of 6.8 trillionyen ($50 billion) for this 
year was recently approved by law
makers, highlighting an astonishing 
26 percent annual increase.

Two sessions 
reflect nations 
people-centric 
democracy

By ZHAO LEI
zhaolei @chinadaily.com.m

Celebrated art director has designed 
sets for new Metropolitan Opera show

Premier Li Keqiang delivers the 
Government Work Report at the 
opening meeting of the first ses
sion of the 14th National People's 
Congress at the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing on Sunday. 
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China’s stable development will help relieve 
global economic pressures, analysts say

Surveyed urban unemployment rate
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Paired assistance provides
power for green development
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NPC deputy calls for more storage facilities to ensure safe, stable supplies
ByHOUUQIANG
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Sun Ruisheng in Taiyuan contrib
uted to this story.

Contact the writer at
houliqiang@chinadaily.com.cn

power stations, which — as a tradi
tional, and currently the most cost- 
effective, way of storing power — 
pump water to higher locations 
using surplus power during off-peak 
consumption periods and regener
ate to meet emerging power needs. 

Last year, the total installed capac
ity for new types of energy storage 
facilities reached 8.7 million kilo
watts, Zhang said. The country plans 
to raise the figure to more than 30 
million kW by 2025.

Zhang said incomplete statistics 
show that by die end of last year, 95 
percent of projects China has green- 
lighted for new types of power sto
rage facilities were being built near 
power generation sites.

As supporting infrastructure for

New projects
The Togtoh base is just one of 

three renewable energy projects 
under construction in Inner Mon
golia that will serve Beijing, the 
commission said.

Moreover, the region is forging 
ahead with the necessary proce
dures to start another planned 
renewable project with installed

Li7 V
K A.

sion said. That will see the use of 
standard coal reduced by 4 million 
tons and carbon dioxide emissions 
will fall by 11.4 million tons a year. 

Authorities in Beijing and Inner 
Mongolia have had frequent meet
ings about another even larger 
renewable energy base with a total 
installed capacity of 10 million 
kilowatts in Xiliin Gol League, one 
of the prefecture-level areas in 
Inner Mongolia closest to Beijing. 

At a work conference to coordi
nate paired assistance between

capacity of more than 10 million 
kW, as well as two planned power 
transmission lines.

The commission is actively 
“coordinating local governments 
and energy companies to make all- 
out efforts to guarantee the green 
electricity supply to the capital by 
accelerating the implementation 
of these projects” it said.

When all of the projects are com
pleted, they are expected to gener
ate almost 13.8 billion kWh of 
green power a year, the commis-

development plan issued by the 
Beijing government, the Chinese 
capital will work to raise the 
amount of green power brought in 
from outside to 30 billion kWh by 
2025.

The amount of green electricity 
transmitted to Beijing from other 
regions reached more than 18 bil
lion kWh in 2021, compared with 
720 million in 2013, according to 
Lai Xianyu, deputy head of the Bei
jing Commission of Development 
and Reform.

The increase was achieved 
because Beijing supported its ener
gy companies in building large- 
scale renewable energy bases 
outside of the capital and also 
because the city has signed strate
gic cooperation agreements with 
several regions to boost cross-re
gional power transmission in a 
concerted manner, he said.

B

demand consistently and reliably. 
However, the intermittent nature 
of renewable energy sources, such 
as solar and wind power, makes 
this difficult and could challenge 
grid reliability. Electricity may not 
be generated exactly when power 
is needed, resulting in wasted gen
eration capacity, he said.

Zhang, who is chairman of the 
board at Tianneng Group, one of 
China’s largest battery manufactur
ers, in Zhejiang province, has high
lighted power storage as a key part of 
the modern energy system the coun
try is building, which will be domi
nated by renewable energy.

Energy storage can effectively 
reduce wasted generation capacity 
for wind and solar power, thus

not yet introduced the necessary 
standards for examining and 
approving new power storage 
facilities on the power consump
tion side, and there is no basis for 
local authorities to examine and 
approve such projects.

Currently, power generators 
have to sell their energy via the rel
evant grid operator, making their 
profit margins smaller.

In addition to noting the need to 
work out detailed rules concerning 
the launch of such projects and their 
connection to local grids, Zhang 
called on the government to grant 
operators of power storage facilities 
the authority to trade power directly 
as a way of encouraging their future 
development.

\

renewable energy generation pro
jects, these power storage facilities 
usually have limited capacity, while 
local grid operators know little about 
their operation and how much pow
er they have in storage, he said. 

“They can only help partially sta
bilize the grid,” he added.

Zhang said building regional 
renewable energy storage facilities 
that serve consumers in certain 
regions in accordance with the 
scale of local renewable energy 
generation could help address the 
problem. Under the management 
of local power grids, these regional 
facilities could directly help bal
ance power supply and demand, 
he said.

He added that the country has

increasingthe proportion of renewa
ble energy in the country’s energy 
consumption mix, he said.

It can also help improve the grid’s 
ability to level out peaks in electricity 
use by industrial and commercial 
consumers to ensure safety and sta
bility, he added.

Although the country has made 
progress in promoting new types of 
energy storage facilities and pro
duced an ambitious plan to further 
boost their development, most of 
these facilities have been built near 
renewable energy plants, which 
makes it difficult for power storage 
to play the inte nded role, Zhang said. 

New types of power storage plants 
account for all such facilities. The 
only exception is pumped storage

A national legislator has called 
for construction of more high-ca
pacity energy storage facilities on 
the power consumption side as the 
country strives to increase die use 
of clean energy as a major 
approach to achieving its carbon 
neutrality goal.

Subject to the management of 
local power grids, such facilities 
can play significant roles in ensur
ing a stable power supply, said 
Zhang Tianren, a deputy to the 
National People’s Congress.

At present, grid operators have 
to ensure that power plants pro
duce the right amount of electrici
ty at the right time to meet

also help drive economic growth in 
the area.

Construction of the base has 
injected impetus into the develop
ment of the new energy program 
and the introduction of manufac
turing industries for renewable 
energy equipment, thus driving 
the upgrading of Hohhot’s energy 
sector, he said.

During the construction period, 
more than 2,000 workers are 
expected to be employed. Once it 
becomes operational, the plant 
will bolster local tax revenue, he 
said.

He added that the project will 
also raise the utilization rate of 
land resources in the surrounding 
rural areas.

In 2021, Inner Mongolia sent 50 
billion kWh of renewable energy to 
other regions, about 20 percent of 
the total power it transferred that 
year, according to the regional 
development and reform commis
sion in response to questions from 
China Daily.

Clockwise from top left: Employees of Inner Mongolia Datang International Tuoketuo Power Generation install a generator fan last month. 
provided to china daily A fan blade is lifted at a wind farm in Liuzhou, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, in January, long tao / for china daily 
Staff members work on a production line at an industrial park in Tongliao, Inner Mongolia autonomous region, in January, he shuchen / xinhua 
Solar silicon wafers are packed in Dongying, Shandong province, in January, uu yunjie / xinhua
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Engineers conduct an annual inspection of transmission lines at an 
altitude of 120 meters in Mingguang, Anhui province. 
SONG WEIXING / FOR CHINA DAILY

Development bases
The 2022 Beijing Winter Olym

pics and Paralympics Games were 
the first such events at which every 
venue was supported by renewable 
energy. The feat was made possible 
by a flexible direct current power 
grid that connected Beijing with a 
renewable energy demonstration 
zone in Hebei’s Zhangjiakou city, 
which boasts rich wind and solar 
resources.

Having started operations in 
June 2020, the grid can transmit
22.5 billion kilowatt-hours of 
renewable power to Beijing every 
year, roughly 10 percent of the cap
ital’s annual electricity needs. That 
helps to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions by more than 20 million 
metric tons per annum.

Last year, the capital also estab
lished a cooperation mechanism 
for the development of green elec
tricity with Inner Mongolia, 
according to Mu Peng, head of the 
Beijing Commission of Develop
ment and Reform.

Construction of a new energy 
development base that will serve 
Beijing as one of its customers has 
started in Togtoh, a county in Hoh- 
hot, Inner Mongolia’s capital, Mu 
said when he reported to the first 
session of the 16 th Beijing Munici
pal People’s Congress in January.

A major project at the base is a 
wind and solar power plant with 
total installed capacity of 2 million 
kilowatts. Construction began in 
June and the plant is expected to 
become fully operational by the 
end of this year, said Yuan 
Dongsheng, general manager of 
Inner Mongolia Datang Interna
tional Tuoketuo Power Generation, 
the company building the facility.

When completed, the project, 
with total investment of some 12 
billion yuan, will generate more 
than 4.1 billion kWh of electricity a 
year, cutting the use of standard 
coal by 1.4 million tons and reduc
ing carbon dioxide emissions by
3.5 million tons, according to Yuan. 

“By establishing a green, low-
carbon, clean and highly efficient 
energy' system, the project will 
help Beijing and Inner Mongolia 
accelerate their efforts to peak car
bon dioxide emissions and become 
carbon neutral,” he said.

Yuan added that the project will

Beijing and Inner Mongolia, held 
in the autonomous region in July, 
the regions fully endorsed the Xil
iin Gol League project, according 
to a statement from the league’s 
government to China Daily.

The heads of Inner Mongolia 
and Beijing asked the departments 
under their jurisdiction to acceler
ate the development of the project, 
it said.

In November, the heads met 
again in Beijing to promote the 
paired assistance program. As a 
result of the meeting, the Inner 
Mongolia authorities will sign a 
framework agreement with Bei
jing Energy Holding to support 
projects in which the company 
invests in the autonomous region, 
including the Xiliin Gol League 
project.

The document has already been 
signed by the Beijing company, 
and it was sent to the autonomous 
region’s development and reform 
commission and energy adminis
tration in January, it said. The two 
departments are undertaking offi
cial procedures to give it the green 
light.

The government of Xiliin Gol 
League said the project, which has 
total investment of approximately 
38.7 billion yuan, will include a 
flexible direct current power grid 
that will transmit power directly to 
the capital.

According to a 2021-25 energy

-rt

New electricity networks are being built to bring renewable energy to the nation’s 
major urban and manufacturing areas. Hou Liqiang reports.

h Wider cooperation
Shandong province in East Chi

na and Gansu province in North
west China — whose paired 
assistance on poverty relief has 
already yielded significant results 
— will join hands again in the cam
paign for carbon neutrality.

Wien delivering the work report 
to the first session of the 14th Gan
su Provincial People’s Congress in 
January, provincial Governor Ren 
Zhenhe highlighted a Gansu- 
Shandong power transmission 
project that was launched last year. 

Gansu will further tap its rich 
energy resources this year, he said. 

To make the province a major 
clean energy production zone, Gan
su will complete construction of a 
number of national- and provin
cial-level wind and solar energy 
bases, while advancing construc
tion of pumped storage power sta
tions and comprehensively 
promoting the Gansu-Shandong 
project, he said.

Pumped storage power stations 
pump water to reservoirs at higher 
locations by using surplus green 
electricity during off-peak con
sumption periods, then regenerate 
to meet emerging power needs, 
which is regarded as a cost-effec
tive way of addressing the intermit
tent nature of wind and solar 
power generation.

According to the Gansu authori
ties, the province has made 
progress in a demonstration 
renewable energy project that will 
support power transmission to 
Shandong.

The first wind-driven generator 
for the 6-million-kilowatt renewa
ble energy project, which combines 
facilities for wind and solar power 
generation, as well as renewable 
energy storage, was installed at a 
mega energy base in Gansu’s Qing- 
yang city on Nov 30.

The 40-billion-yuan-plus project 
is expected to generate 14 billion 
kWh of clean electricity a year, 
which means 4.2 million tons of 
standard coal will be saved and car
bon dioxide emissions will be cut 
by 11 million tons.

The plant will be completed and 
put into operation together with 
the Gansu-Shandong transmission 
line during the middle stages of 
the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) 
period.

Next year, Shandong will make 
further efforts to accept more green 
power from other regions and will 
raise the amount of renewable elec
tricity it receives from other regions 
to around 125 billion kWh, according 
to Zhou Naixiang, Shandong’s gover
nor, when he delivered the work 
report to die 14th Shandong Provin
cial People’s Congress in January.

A

ooperation between paired 
eastern and western 
regions — in which pros
perous regions provide

assistance to underdeveloped areas 
— has proved to be an effective 
approach that helped China declare 
victory in its battle against extreme 
poverty in February 2021.

As the countiy forges ahead with 
its ambitious and arduous targets of 
peaking carbon dioxide emissions 
before 2030 and realizing carbon 
neutrality before 2060, the pairing 
mechanism is likely to play a signifi
cant role once again.

This time, though, support is 
being offered by the west of the 
country — which is sparsely popu
lated but home to rich renewable 
resources — to the densely popu
lated, power-thirsty eastern areas. 

Irrespective of the direction, the 
result of such cooperation is still a 
win-win outcome.

In the country’s poverty eradica
tion campaign, Beijing is paired 
with the Inner Mongolia autono
mous region and Hebei province. 

According to the Beijing govern
ment, in 2016-17, the capital provid
ed more than 2 billion yuan ($290 
million) in funds to support the 
two provincial-level regions in 
their poverty relief endeavors.

In total, the support, which aid
ed implementation of 350 projects, 
helped lift 470,000 people out of 
poverty. Now, the two regions are 
paying Beijing back and helping 
make the city even greener.
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By AIHEPING in New York 
aiheping@chinadailyusa.com

equal basis. Thus, it curbs division 
in society and paves the way for 
peaceful coexistence and liberty. 

Activities of the two sessions 
will include deliberations on the 
Government Work Report, which 
was delivered on Sunday by Pre
mier Li Keqiang, and on how to 
improve the nation’s economic 
and development outlook. 

China is also expected to put 
forth sustainable and stable 
growth policies and a framework 
to expedite the process of compre
hensive reform and opening-up. 

Finally, bills and measures are 
expected to be introduced to per
fect die nation’s rule of law and 
practices of whole-process people’s 
democracy. This indicates that 
China is confident in its model of 
democracy and ready to contrib
ute more to civilizational progress. 

It is also expected that China 
will provide the world with more 
opportunities for growth and 
contribute more to peace and bet
ter global governance.

By RENA LI in Toronto 
renali@chinadailyusa.com

based governance and whole-pro- 
cess people’s democracy. As Presi
dent Xi Jinping has said, “If the 
people are awakened only for vot
ing but enter a dormant period 
soon after, if they are given a song 
and dance during campaigning 
but have no say after the election, 
or if they are favored during can
vassing but are left out in the cold 
after the election, such a democra
cy is not a true democracy?’ 

Inclusiveness requires continu
ity of consultation among stake
holders, that is, the CPC, 
government, people, business and 
youth, among others. They must 
be consulted continuously, not 
only at election time. It is entirely 
the opposite of Western liberal 
democracy, in which politicians 
consult people during election 
campaigns and ask people to wait 
until the next election if they are 
not happy with the government. 

Furthermore, the process of 
decision-making is rigorous and 
based on a scientific approach. 
For example, the process starts by 
analyzing the previous year’s data 
to comprehend the status of 
implementation and deduce les
sons from implementation. Tlius, 
China lias given birth to a new 
model of democracy and govern
ance with whole-process people’s 
democracy.

This democracy of China is 
based on die people’s will, quality 
governance, equal participation, 
equal opportunities to grow and 
move up the ladder of leadership, 
inclusiveness indecision-making 
and implementation, and a strong 
mechanism for oversight and 
accountability. It does not dis
criminate on the basis of religion, 
gender or class. It ensures delivery 
of services and livelihood oppor
tunities to every citizen on an

77ze author, a political economist, 
is CEO of the Asian Institute of 
Eco-civilization Research and 
Development in Pakistan and 
author of Understanding China for 
Future Cooperation. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

issue when US President Joe Biden 
visits Canada later last month.

US Ambassador to Canada David 
Cohen said the agreement would do 
“very little” to address “irregular 
migration”, and the two countries 
should focus on addressing the 
underlying causes of such migration.

official crossing after first arriving 
in the US can be turned away to pur
sue their claim in the first safe coun
try they arrived in.

However, asylum seekers continue 
to take advantage of a loophole in the 
treaty, which applies to only “official 
land border crossings” and not unof
ficial ones such as Roxham Road.

While it is illegal for immigrants 
to cross the border anywhere other 
than at an official port of entry, they 
are legally allowed to apply for asy
lum — a step toward refugee status 
— once they have entered Canada. 

The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police warn immigrants that they 
will be arrested and charged with 
unlawfully entering Canada via 
Roxham Road. But once charged, 
they are quickly released, The New 
York Times reported.

The immigrants can start work
ing and receive healthcare and oth
er social benefits in Canada while 
their asylum applications are pro
cessed. Many are sheltered at gov
ernment-paid hotels for extended 
periods and their children enrolled 
in public schools.

Quebec Premier Francois Legault 
has asked Prime Minister Justin "IYu- 
deau to close Roxham Road, as the

Migrant children from Central 
America who have been arriving in 
the United States without their par
ents in record numbers are ending 
up in punishing jobs across the 
countiy, some of which have led to 
injuries and deaths, according to an 
investigation by The New York 
Times.

In interviews with underage 
migrant workers, the Times said it 
found child labor in the supply 
chains of many major brands and 
retailers, including Whole Foods 
Market, Walmart, Target, J. Crew, 
Ford and General Motors, and ice 
cream maker Ben & Jerry’s.

Several major brands, including 
Ford, General Motors, J. Crew and 
Walmart, as well as their suppliers, 
said they took the allegations seri
ously and would investigate. Target 
and Whole Foods Market didn’t 
respond to requests for comment

Ben & Jerry’s said it had worked 
with labor groups to ensure a mini
mum set of working conditions at its 
dairy suppliers. Cheryl Pinto, the 
company’s head of values-led sour
cing, said if migrant children need
ed to work full time, it is preferable 
for them to have jobs at a well-moni
tored workplace.

Despite federal laws that bar 
minors from dangerous jobs, many 
migrant children are doing them, 
the Times said. They have had their 
legs tom off in factories and their 
spines broken at construction sites, 
but most of the injuries go unreport
ed. The Times said it found a dozen 
cases of young migrant workers 
being killed since 2017.

The deaths include a 14-year-old 
food courier who was hit by a car

while on his bike at an intersection 
in Brooklyn, New York; a 16-year-old 
who was crushed under a 35-metric- 
ton tractor-scraper outside Atlanta, 
Georgia; and a 15-year-old boy who 
fell 15 meters from a roof in the state 
of Alabama while he was laying 
shingles.

The Labor Department tracks the 
deaths of foreign-born child work
ers but no longer makes them pub
lic, and 2017 was the last year the 
department reported any.

The Times said its investigation 
took 10 months, with the reporter 
speaking to more than 100 child 
workers in 20 US states. The investi
gation also involved reviewing court 
and inspection records as well as 
interviews with hundreds of law
yers, social workers, educators and 
law enforcement officials.

Since 2008, the US lias allowed 
Central American children who 
arrived at the US-Mexico border to 
remain in the US and live with spon
sor families while they go through 
immigration proceedings. The poli
cy kept children from otherwise 
being stranded in Mexico.

The Health and Human Sendees 
Department is responsible for 
ensuring sponsors will support 
them and protect them from traf
ficking or exploitation. In the past 
two years alone, more than 250,000 
children have entered the US by 
themselves.

When Kelsey Keswani first 
worked as an HHS contractor in 
Arizona to connect unaccompa
nied migrant children with spon
sors in 2010, the adults were almost 
always the children’s parents, who 
had paid smugglers to bring them 
up from Central America, she told 
the Times.

Now, just a third of migrant chil-
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some children arrive to find that 
they won’t be enrolled in school. 
Many of the children send cash back 
to their families while often being in 
debt to their sponsors for smug
gling, rent and living expenses, the 
Times said.

The federal government hires 
child welfare agencies to track 
some minors who are deemed to be 
at high risk. But case workers at 
those agencies said that the HHS 
regularly ignored obvious signs of 
labor exploitation, a characteriza
tion the agency disputed, the 
Times said.

The HHS provides case manage
ment to about a third of children 
who pass through its care and usual
ly for just four months. Tens of thou
sands of other children are sent to 
their sponsors with little but the 
phone number for a national hot
line. There is no formal follow-up 
from any federal or local agencies to 
ensure that sponsors aren’t putting 
children to work illegally.

In Pennsylvania, one case worker 
told the Times he went to check on a 
child released to a man who had 
applied to sponsor 20 other minors. 
The boy had vanished. In Texas, 
another case worker said she had 
encountered a man who had been 
targeting poor families in Guatema
la, promising to help them get rich if 
they sent their children across the 
border. He had sponsored 13 chil
dren.

In a statement, the HHS said it 
had updated its case management 
system to better flag instances when 
multiple children were being 
released to the same person or 
address.

In many parts of the country, mid
dle and high school teachers in 
English-language learner programs 
told theTimes it is now common for 
nearly all their students to rash off 
to long shifts after classes end. 

“They should not be working 
12-hour days, but it’s happening 
here,” said Valeria Lindsay, a lan
guage arts teacher at Homestead 
Middle School near Miami. For the 
past three years, she said, almost 
every eighth grader in her English 
learner program of about 100 stu
dents was also carrying an adult 
workload.

The totalization of rural indus
tries is a top priority, and it is 
important to expand agricultural 
industrial chains, develop new 
industries and business models in 
rural areas and continue expand
ing the channels of income for 
farmers, Xi said.

He highlighted the imperative to 
coordinate the development of 
rural infrastructure and public ser
vice systems, promote initiatives to 
improve the living environment in 
rural areas and accelerate the 
building of a beautiful and harmo
nious countryside that is desirable 
to live and work in.

The ultimate goal for the 
nation in pursuing high-quality

growth is to ensure the people’s 
happiness and well-being, the 
president said.

He noted that grassroots govern
ance and public well-being are mat
ters of immediate concern to the 
general public and are fundamen
tal projects for promoting common 
prosperity and ensuring high living 
standards for the people.

Xi urged authorities to focus on 
issues of pressing concern to the 
public, adopt more measures that 
could enhance public well-being 
and refine the basic system of pub
lic sendees.

More work must be done to 
help key groups find jobs, 
improve the social security sys
tem and strengthen elderly care 
and child care services, he added.

province’s “capacity to take care of 
the asylum seekers is now largely 
exceeded”.

Legault’s interventions have had 
little impact so far. The federal gov
ernment started transferring 
migrants arriving in Quebec to pla
ces such as Ottawa, Windsor and 
Niagara Falls, Ontario. Only the 
Atlantic provinces have expressed a 
willingness to do more.

Windsor counselors said the city 
won’t be able to handle any more 
asylum seekers without federal 
help, according to the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.

Abdulla Daoud, executive direct
or of the Refugee Centre in Montre
al, told Reuters that “bureaucratic 
delay” is the real problem. “If we 
were to move them to any other 
province, we’re not really solving 
anything,” he said.

The province has seen many 
immigrants recently coming from 
Latin America. Conservative leader 
Eric Duhaime has called on Que
bec’s main political parties to form a 
common front against Ottawa on 
the “Roxham Road crisis”

Responding to recent political 
pressure, Trudeau, who has been 
welcoming to refugees in the past,

Critics said the agreement should 
be enforced everywhere along the 
border, including at informal cross
ings. For a long time, asylum seekers 
have made dangerous journeys else
where along the border, through 
deep snow and freezing tempera
tures. Simply closing Roxham Road 
might drive them to other unofficial 
— and less safe — crossings.

Refugee advocates argue that the 
rights of asylum seekers aren’t ade
quately protected in the US. An 
Amnesty International official in 
Canada told The New York Times 
that the US is becoming unsafe for 
asylum seekers, as the Biden admin
istration moves to make it easier to 
quickly deport them.

Jamie Chai Yun Liew, an associate 
law professor at the University of 
Ottawa, told The Hill Times that the 
Roxham Road issue shows the polit
ical climate toward immigrants has 
“drastically changed” since the 
Canada-US agreement was signed 
in 2002.

Liew said that other than sus
pending the agreement to force asy
lum seekers to enter at official ports 
of entry, she wasn’t sure what alter
native the government could be 
negotiating.

V
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A small road connecting the state 
of New York and die province of Que
bec has become a topic of interna
tional debate in recent weeks, with 
thousands of asylum seekers cross
ing into Canada from the United 
States and politicians calling on Otta
wa to close the road to stop the influx. 

Last year, more than 39,000 peo
ple crossed into Quebec through 
Roxham Road, an unofficial port of 
entry about 50 kilometers south of 
Montreal, the Canada Border Servi
ces Agency reported.

The number of asylum seekers in 
Canada is expected to reach 70,000 
this year. In January, there were 
more than 4,800 interceptions of 
asylum seekers entering Quebec 
through Roxham Road, up from 
4,700 in December.

The Canada-US Safe Third Coun
tiy Agreement allows Canada to turn 
away asylum claimants seekingentry 
from the US at “official land border 
crossings”

The agreement, which was signed 
on Dec 5, 2002, and took effect on 
Dec 29,2004, mandates that poten
tial asylum seekers who reach an

dren are going to their parents, a 
Times analysis of federal data 
showed, and a majority are sent to 
other relatives, acquaintances or 
even strangers.

Nearly half are coming from Gua
temala, where poverty is driving a 
wave of migration. Parents know 
that they themselves would be 
turned away at the border or quickly 
deported, so they send their chil
dren to the US in the hope they will 
get work and send money.

The child labor force lias been 
slowly growing for almost a decade, 
and the number of unaccompanied 
minors entering the US reached a 
high of 130,000 last year — three 
times of what it was five years earli
er — and this summer is expected to 
bring another wave, the Times said. 

The HHS checks on all minors by 
calling them a month after they 
begin living with their sponsors. 
However, the Times said data it 
obtained showed that over the past 
two years, the agency couldn’t reach 
more than 85,000 children.

The agency lost immediate con
tact with a third of migrant chil
dren, according to the report.

As more children have arrived, 
the Biden administration has pres
sured HHS staffers to move the chil
dren quickly out of shelters and 
release them to adults, leading to a 
rushed vetting of sponsors.

An HHS spokeswoman said the 
agency wanted to release children 
swiftly, for the sake of their well-be
ing, but hadn’t compromised safety. 
“There are numerous places along 
the process to continually ensure 
that a placement is in the best inter
est of the child,” said Spokeswoman 
Kamara Jones.

Sponsors are required to send 
migrant children to school, but

said his government had been try
ing to close Roxham Road for years 
by rewriting the Safe Third Country 
Agreement.

At a news conference in February, 
Ihideau said that negotiations 
between Canada and the US are con
tinuing, and that he would raise the

Firefighters and res
cue workers examine 
the site of an explo
sion at an oxygen 
plant on the outskirts 
of Chittagong, Bangla
desh, on Saturday. 
At least six people 
were killed and doz
ens injured in the 
explosion, officials 
said, afp

Two 
Sessions
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China is also expect
ed to put forth sus
tainable and stable 
growth policies 
and a framework 
to expedite the 
process of compre
hensive reform 
and opening-up.
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Migrants from Venezuela, Nigeria, Haiti and other countries anive 
on Thursday at Roxham Road, an unofficial port of entry into Quebec, 
Canada, from the United States, sebastien st-jean / afp
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Draft to help improve legislative system
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NPC Standing Committee, said 
while explaining the amendment to 
national lawmakers on Sunday. 

“It also contributed to forming 
the socialist legal system with Chi
nese characteristics with the Consti
tution at its core and advancing law
based governance in an all-around 
way,” he said.

Considering the new work meth
ods and demand for legislation in 
recent years, it is necessary to amend 
the law to provide strong institution
al support for improving the quality 
and efficiency of lawmaking, as well 
as for comprehensively building a 
modern socialist country based on 
rule of law, Wang said.

The 37-article draft amendment 
emphasizes that legislative activities 
should be conducted in line with the

Constitution and its principles and 
spirit, and it calls for strengthening 
the review of related documents to 
ensure that they do not contradict 
the Constitution.

It requires die NPC’s Constitution 
and Law Committee to provide 
reports with opinions after reviewing 
draft laws or revisions, adding that in 
these reports, die committee needs to 
explain whether the draft laws or 
revisions are consistent with the Con
stitution. It added a clause that die 
concept of whole-process people’s 
democracy should be implemented 
in legislation to protect human rights 
as well as social fairness and justice. 

“It will also institutionally ensure 
that legislation is for, depends on, 
benefits and protects the people,” 
said Wang.

By CUI JIA
cuijia@chinadaily.com.cn

ByHOULIQIANG
houliqiang@chinadaily.com.cn

By WANG XIAO YU
wangmaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

and social development,” the 
report said.

“COVID-19 vaccines should be 
updated and new drags should be 
developed,” it said.

Zhu Tao, chief scientist for domes
tic drugmaker CanSino Biologies 
and a national political adviser, said 
the company is testing a bivalent, 
inhaled COVID-19 dose, as well as a 
new vaccine based on the novel 
messenger RNA technology that lias 
shown good protection in trials 
against different key variants.

In addition to researching more 
effective vaccines to fend off the dis
ease, Zhu said it is important to 
emphasize standard manufacturing 
and risk control, and improve the 
efficiency of evaluation procedures. 

This year, he plans to submit a

Developing updated COVID-19 
vaccines and novel drags, and 
strengthening disease monitoring 
and early precaution systems are 
among the priorities for China’s 
virus control work this year, 
according to two key reports sub
mitted to the national legislature 
for deliberation on Sunday.

The Government Work Report 
said that through constant optimi
zation of COVID-19 policies, China 
has secured a decisive victory 
against the disease.

But the epidemic is not yet over. 
‘We must keep working to consoli
date our achievements in both 
COVID-19 response and economic

surging interest rates and econom
ic recession, and forecast that the 
major developed economies could 
fall into recession.

Against the backdrop of possible 
recession in developed economies, 
China’s solid growth after optimizing 
COVID-19 policy this year- will bene
fit the rest of the world, analysts said. 

“The reintegration of the (world’s) 
second-largest economy into the 
world is bound to have a positive 
effect on global growth,” John 
Edwards, the UK trade commission
er for China, said in an interview 
with China Daily’s website.

ed by soil erosion, desertification 
and sandification was reduced by 
106,000, 38,000, and 33,000 
square kilometers, respectively.

There has also been significant 
progress in the country’s efforts to 
reach peak carbon dioxide emis
sions before 2030 and realize car
bon neutrality before 2060, 
according to the report.

China’s development has fully 
demonstrated that environmental 
protection and economic develop
ment can reinforce each other, 
Huang Runqiu, the minister of 
ecology and environment, told 
reporters on Sunday.

Over the past 10 years, China has 
seen its annual GDP grow by more 
than 6 percent on average while 
polluting emissions have been con
sistently and sharply reduced, he 
said, adding that the annual densi
ty of PM 2.5, particulate matter 
with a diameter of 2.5 micrometers 
or less, for instance, lias fallen for 
nine straight years.

He said the ministry will fur
ther tighten rales in examining 
and approving environmental 
impact assessment reports for 
major projects.

The development of industries 
with high energy consumption 
and emissions, projects in areas 
with fragile ecosystems and the 
transfer of projects with high 
emissions from eastern China to 
the west of the country will be 
highly restricted, he noted.

National legislators began on Sun
day to amend a basic law that 
defines China’s legislative system 
and regulates its legislative activities 
to promote whole-process people’s 
democracy and strengthen the 
implementation of the Constitution. 

The draft amendment to the Legis
lation Law was submitted at the 
opening meeting of the first session 
of the 14th National People’s Con
gress, the country’s top legislature, for 
deliberation on Sunday morning.

“This piece of legislation has 
played a big role in improving the 
legislative system and standardiz
ing legislative activities,” Wang 
Chen, vice-chairman of the 13th

prises, promote private sectors to 
raise people’s income and boost 
then- confidence, and support the 
foreign trade sectors, given the pos
sibility of slower global growth,” said 
Zhou from China Everbright Bank. 

Zhang Yansheng, chief research
er at the China Center for Interna
tional Economic Exchanges, said, 
“China needs to promote high-qual
ity foreign trade development and 
improve the business environment, 
and the focus should be the nega
tive list for the services industry.”

Given the expected weak global 
growth this year, it is also very 
important for China to stimulate 
domestic demand, he said.

Nouriel Roubini, an economics 
professor at New York University, 
said last week that the world econo
my may suffer from high inflation,
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National People’s Congress dep
uties from the Jiangsu province 
delegation said on Sunday they 
have been greatly encouraged by 
President Xi Jinping’s responses 
to their suggestions on China’s 
development.

Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman 
of the Central Military Commis
sion, participated in a deliberation 
on Sunday afternoon with his fel
low deputies from the delegation at 
the first session of the 14th NPC, 
China’s national legislature.

At the deliberation, Wei Qiao, an 
NPC deputy who quit her job at the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences in 
Beijing in 2017 and returned to 
Zhenjiang, Jiangsu, to start a coop
erative for agricultural machinery 
and a rice farm, explained why she 
made the decision and the reasons 
why China’s agricultural industry 
is booming.

“When I told him that I have 
1,333 hectares of rice fields, Presi
dent Xi asked me how much I can 
make a year, which shows that he 
really cares about the people,” Wei 
said.

She then made suggestions 
about how to better provide assist
ance to people who want to go to 
rural areas and become involved in 
the agricultural sector.

“When Xi talks about China’s 
grain production, he said it’s quite a 
good thing to grow rice like me. It’s 
so encouraging,” she said.

Zhang Dadong, an NPC deputy 
and headmaster of Xin’an Primary 
School in Jiangsu’s Huai’an city, 
said that Xi has sent his regards to 
the children at his school.

On May 30,2021, Xi replied to a 
letter sent by a group of students 
who expressed their pride in the 
school’s revolutionary history and 
what they had learned from the 
history of the Party.

“Xi expressed the need to be con
fident in different fields, including 
technological innovation and edu
cation. I’m confident that we can 
educate our children well,” said 
Zhang, adding that he cannot wait 
to tell the children that Xi has sent 
his regards to them.

Liu Qing, a deputy and president 
of Jiangsu Industrial Technology 
Research Institute, said he briefed 
Xi about the changes that have tak
en place since the president visited 
the institute on Dec 13,2014.

The institute has been focusing 
on putting scientific research 
achievements into use to gain 
industrial advantages, as instructed 
by Xi.

“At the deliberation, Xi asked 
Jiangsu province to take the lead in 
technological innovation and use 
technologies to further support the 
development of the real economy,” 
Liu said.

“I am confident that by mobiliz
ing different resources to tackle the 
key technologies in strategic indus
trial chains that still rely on 
imports from overseas, we can 
eliminate the risks in our industrial 
chains.”

President Xi Jinping, who is also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, takes part in a
deliberation with deputies from the delegation of Jiangsu province at the first session of the 14th National People’s Congress in Beijing on Sunday, huang jingwen / xinhua

China will also continue to 
encourage and support the develop
ment of the private sector and 
enhance efforts to attract foreign 
investment, according to the report. 

“The GDP target is inline with the 
principle of ‘seeking progress while 
ensuring stable development? said 
Bai Jingming, a researcher at the 
Chinese Academy of Fiscal Sciences. 
“It is achievable and has left room 
for (coping with possible) risks.”

Compared with last year’s GDP 
growth of 3 percent, this year’s target 
is not high, given the strung rebound 
of consumption and initial recovery 
of investment after the country fur
ther optimized its COVID-19 
response policy in January, Bai said. 

“China’s growth target for this 
year is very pragmatic and will help 
consolidate the country’s economic 
fundamentals,” said Raymond Zhu, 
president of the East and Central 
China Committee of CPA Australia, a 
major accounting body.

Zhou Maohua, a macroeconomic 
analyst at China Everbright Bank, 
said: “Tire target is quite solid, 
because some market expectations 
have it at above 6 percent. China is 
capable of achieving it.”

Economists suggested that, given 
the many challenges faced by China, 
such as the economic downturn and 
high inflation in the developed 
world, the country needs to imple
ment targeted macroeconomic poli
cies to ensure stable growth. 

“More efforts should be made to 
support, say, small and micro enter-

Members of the National Committee of the 14th Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference attend the opening meeting of 
the first session of the 14th National People's Congress, at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Sunday, u xin / xinhua
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Jiangsu delegation 
members outline 
suggestions on 
how to accelerate 
country’s growth

Upholding the idea that lucid 
waters and lush mountains are 
invaluable assets, China has man
aged to strike a balance between 
development and conservation 
over the past five years and will 
make consistent efforts to further 
promote green transition, accord
ing to the Government Work 
Report.

Thanks to the efforts to control 
multiple pollutants in a coordinat
ed way and across all regions, the 
country has made significant 
environmental improvements, 
the report said.

In cities at and above the prefec
tural level, air quality was good or 
excellent, considered to be below 
100 on the 0-500 air quality index 
scale, on 865 percent of days over 
the past five years. This was a 4-per- 
centage-point increase over tire 
period, the report said.

“Black, malodorous water bod
ies in cities at and above the prefec
tural level were generally cleaned 
up,” said the report.

The report also included key sta
tistics to demonstrate the achieve
ments China has made in 
conserving its ecosystems.

Forest coverage has risen to 
more than 24 percent over the five 
years, and more than 50 percent of 
all wetlands are nowunder protec
tion, it said. The area of land affect

proposal on optimizing the emer
gency-use authorization mecha
nism to better prepare for public 
health emergencies.

A draft report prepared by the 
National Development and 
Reform Commission and submit
ted to the National People’s Con
gress on Sunday highlights 
beefing up epidemic monitoring 
and early precaution capability, 
and improving epidemic report
ing systems in outlining tasks for 
this year’s disease control work. 

“Efforts should be enhanced in 
analyzing and determining the epi
demic trajectory for summer, 
autumn and winter seasons, mak
ing accurate and timely warnings 
and taking necessary emergency 
measures,” the report said.

Nation ready to further 
promote green transition
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million 
rural residents and 
832 counties had 
been lifted from 

poverty. More than 
9.6 million impover
ished people were 

relocated from 
inhospitable areas.
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trillion yuan,
an annual growth 

rate of 5.2%

Rose by more 
than

By PRIME SARMIENTO 
and XU WEIWEI in Hong Kong 
and WANG XU in Tokyo

By ZHONGNAN
and LIU ZHIHUA in Beijing 
and HU MEIDONG in Fuzhou

very vibrant. The focus should 
now be on the trade in services, 
and also the outward investment 
in regional countries,” Oh said.

Masanari Koike, a former mem
ber of Japan’s House of Representa
tives, said that China’s GDP target 
is “aggressive” when compared 
with other large and developed 
economies. “But based on the fact 
that it is a little lower than the 
average of recent years, it seems 
not difficult to achieve,” he said.

Koike also said that China’s 
growth in the past decade had dem
onstrated tire success of govern
ment strategies, such as promoting 
innovation, boosting productivity 
and creating new markets.

Anna Rosario Malindog-Uy, 
vice-president of external affairs 
for the Manila-based think tank 
Asian Century Philippines Strate
gic Studies, called the 5 percent 
target “conservative”, saying that 
China’s GDP growth this year wall 
surpass that figure.

As an economic powerhouse, as 
well as die world’s largest trading 
country and largest market, China’s 
peaceful rise will benefit countries, 
especially those in the developing 
world, she said.

Speaking about China’s focus on 
high-quality development, Koike 
said the country is seizing the time 
to reconsider ways of economic 
growth, which has depended on 
benefits from a huge population 
and low labor costs, thus moving 
toward a natural expansion of con
sumption and innovation.

China will continue striving to 
be self-reliant in science and tech
nology, improve its system to mobi
lize resources nationwide and 
leverage the role of die government 
in gathering resources to make key 
scientific and technological break
throughs, Premier Li Keqiang said 
on Sunday.

Over the past five years, China 
lias made remarkable progress in 
science and technology, according 
to the Government Work Report 
delivered by Li at the opening of the 
first session of die 14th National 
People’s Congress in Beijing.

The country has made major 
breakthroughs in key areas such as 
manned spaceflight, lunar and 
Mars explorations, supercomput
ing, satellite communication, 
quantum information technology, 
nuclear power, aircraft manufac
turing and artificial intelligence, 
the report said.

Future policies related to science 
and technology should focus on 
self-sufficiency, it said. China will 
increase support for basic sciences, 
strengdien private enterprises’ role 
as the primary innovator in science 
and technology and facilitate 
reforms to better train and utilize 
scientific talents, it noted.

According to the report on eco
nomic and social development 
released by the National Develop
ment and Reform Commission on 
Sunday, China lias risen to 11th 
place on the Global Innovation 
Index 2022, and its indusdy and 
supply chains have increasingly 
become more stable and resilient. 

China’s R&D spending exceeded 
3 trillion yuan ($434 billion) for the 
first time last year, accounting for 
2.55 percent of the country’s GDP. 

“We moved faster in boosting 
China’s strength in strategic sci
ence and technology, made solid 
progress in establishing a system 
of national laboratories, accelerat
ed the development of interna
tional and regional centers for 
scientific and technological inno
vation, and resolved bottlenecks 
by achieving breakthroughs in 
some core technologies in key 
fields,” the report said.

It said that China will accelerate

ACHIEVEMENTS IN
THE PAST FIVE YEARS

China’s pursuit of a new growth 
target and high-quality develop
ment — as emphasized in the Gov
ernment Work Report delivered 
on Sunday by Premier Li Keqiang 
— wall benefit not only the Chinese 
people but also the global econo
my, experts said.

The agenda follows concrete 
results in improving people’s well
being and speeding up the devel
opment of social programs over 
the past five years, according to 
the report Li delivered on behalf of 
the State Council to the first ses
sion of the 14tli National People’s 
Congress in Beijing.

Khalid Taimur Akram, execu
tive director of the Pakistan 
Research Center for a Communi
ty with Shared Future, said the 
Chinese leadership’s “center of 
focus is people” He said the peo
ple-centric work report has high
lighted the milestones that were 
achieved, recognized current 
challenges and presented plans 
for advancement.

For this year, the report puts 
China’s GDP growth target at 
around 5 percent. The Pakistani 
analyst said the target is “attainable” 

Oh Ei Sun, senior fellow at the 
Singapore Institute of Interna
tional Affairs, said he believes the 
5 percent target is “a realistic one”, 
and noted that more interaction 
with Southeast Asian countries 
will help the region share China’s 
growth.

“The trade in goods has been

Deputies to the National People's Congress attend the first session of the 14th NPC on Sunday. The session 
runs from Sunday to Mar 13. wang yuguo / xinhua
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China will further its efforts 
to attract and utilize more for
eign investment this year, as 
outlined in the Government 
Work Report submitted to the 
national legislature for delibera
tion on Sunday.

The report recommended sev
eral measures to achieve this 
goal, including expanding mar
ket access, opening up the mod
ern services sector, ensuring 
national treatment and improv
ing sendees for foreign-funded 
companies, and facilitating the 
launch of landmark foreign- 
funded projects.

The country will take active 
steps to join the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership and 
other high-standard economic 
and trade agreements, and 
steadily expand institutional 
opening-up by proactively 
adopting relevant rules, regula
tions and standards, according 
to the report.

Experts and national political 
advisers said these efforts again 
prove China’s commitment to 
further integr ate into the global 
economy and attract more for
eign investment.

“Apart from ensuring the legit
imate rights and interests of for
eign investors, China will create 
a better business environment 
for foreign companies this year,” 
said Zhou Mi, a researcher at the 
Beijing-based Chinese Academy 
of International Trade and Eco
nomic Cooperation, adding that 
such measure is the acceleration 
of the establishment of a unified 
national market.

Last year, tire government 
introduced new policy measures 
to encourage global companies to 
establish research and develop
ment centers in China, said 
another report delivered by the 
National Development and 
Reform Commission, at the first 
session of the 14th National Peo
ple’s Congress on Sunday.

Wang Hao, president of Sie
mens Healthineers China, a Ger
man healthcare equipment 
provider, said China’s unwaver
ing determination to expand 
high-level opening-up has 
encouraged the company to 
deepen its integration into the 
country’s economic growth.

With 3 billion yuan ($434.32 
million) of investment, Siemens 
Healthineers will open a labora
tory diagnostics plant in Shang
hai later this year. This move will 
not only strengthen the local 
industry chain but also contrib
ute to the high-quality develop
ment of China’s healthcare 
industry, he said.

Raymund Chao, a member of 
the 14th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference and 
global consultancy PwC’s chair
man for the Asia-Pacific and Chi
na, said the digital economy, 
green development and techno
logical innovation have become 
new engines to speed up global 
economic recovery.

Due to the high growth rate 
achieved by Chinese companies 
in these fields, China is expected 
to play a bigger role in attracting 
global talent and foreign invest
ment in these areas in the next 
stage, he said.

Aside from attracting foreign 
investment, China’s high-level 
opening-up will provide strategic 
guidance and policy support for 
Chinese multinational corpora
tions to become global leading 
brands, said Ding Shizhong, a 
CPPCC National Committee 
member and board chairman of 
Anta Group, a sportswear manu
facturer based in Jinjiang, Fujian 
province.
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the advancement of major projects 
and launch a number of national 
science and technology projects that 
are of strategic, overarching and 
long-term importance in key fields. 

In addition, the country will 
increase its investment in science 
and technology through diverse 
channels, and p remote closer enter- 
prise-led collaboration among 
industries, universities and 
research institutes, while boosting 
industrial applications of scientific 
and technological advances.

At the same time, China will 
make extensive efforts to help peo
ple learn more about science and 
improve the whole nation’s science 
literacy, the report added.

According to this year’s draft 
budget by the Ministry of Finance, 
China will invest more efficiently in 
science and technology, while spar
ing no effort to ensure necessary 
funding for research on core tech
nologies and national security.

China wall improve the funding 
system for the National Natural 
Science Fund and cany out pilot 
programs for training basic 
research personnel. China will 
make funds available for every 
major project highlighted in the 
Science and Technology Innova
tion 2030 Agenda, as soon as they 
are ready to begin, the ministry 
said in tire report.

“We will improve the structure 
of science and technology expend
iture and make overall plans for 
project funding to avoid redun
dant spending,” the report on the 
draft budget said. “We will work to 
further reform the mechanisms 
for allocating and using govern
ment research funds, and grant 
scientists a greater say when it 
comes to determining technologi
cal road maps and spending 
research funds.”

China will allocate 6.5 billion 
yuan for scientific and technolog
ical advancement at the local lev
el under the guidance of central 
authorities, an increase of 2 bil
lion yuan, thereby supporting the 
development of regional hubs for 
innovation.

Meanwhile, it will also explore 
funding management mechanisms 
for launching global scientific pro
jects in an effort to strengthen 
international cooperation.
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About 20 cars of a Norfolk 
Southern cargo train derailed near 

Springfield, Ohio, on Saturday 
evening, the second derailment of 
the company's trains in a month, 

officials said.
However, unlike the Feb 3 derail

ment in East Palestine. Ohio, a 
company spokesperson said there 

were no hazardous materials 
aboard the train, The Columbus 

Dispatch reported. 

The train, which did not have 

passengers, derailed about 5 pm 
on Saturday by State Route 41. 
near the Clark County Fairgrounds, 

the Dispatch reported. Springfield 
is about 70 kilometers west of the 

state capital of Columbus. Ohio. 

The Springfield News-Sun quot
ed Shawn Heaton as saying he was 
waiting at the intersection as the 

train crossed it and captured the 

start of the derailment on video. 

"I was right there and I was play
ing on my phone and then I heard a 

loud bang," Heaton said. "And when 
I heard the loud bang I started 
recording... there was all kinds of 

debris and metal shoot out from 

under the cars... and you could see 

them start jumping off the tracks." 
The Clark County Emergency 

Management Agency asked resi
dents within 300 meters of the 

derailment to shelter in place, but it 
said it had not issued formal evac

uation orders.

By AIHEPING in New York 
aiheping@chinadailyusa.com

algae, rodents and microorganisms. 
It is a toxic chemical that can cause 

inflammation and irritation of the 
skin, respiratory tract and mucous 
membranes, the US Centers for Dis
ease Control and Prevention said.
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Toxic combustion
While acrolein was not on the list 

of chemicals carried on the derailed 
train cars, it can be created during 
the combustion of fuels, wood and 
plastics, the International Agency 
for Research on Cancer said.

The scientists found that values of 
benzene, toluene, xylenes and vinyl

Agency sent a technical task force to 
Japan in January to review the dis
posal plan, and a report is due to be 
published within three months. 
However, the Japanese government 
unilaterally announced the disposal 
plan before the visit of the IAEAs 
technical task force.

“Such willful behavior cannot but 
put a question mark over Japan’s 
respect for the authority of the IAEA 
and its task force,” Mao Ning, the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes

into the Pacific Ocean in spring or 
summer this year.

The spillage of contaminated 
material could largely affect fisher
ies and marine life, Dundar said. 

“In the globalized world, people 
eat fish caught in the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans. It seems that this will 
create a problem for all humanity?’

chloride were below the minimal 
risk levels for intermediate expo
sures as set by the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry.

The team said no “hot spots” were 
found in their mobile sampling and 
that the analysis corroborates data 
collected by the federal Environ
mental Protection Agency between 
Feb 8 and Feb 22.

Some in East Palestine say they 
continue to experience symptoms 
such as headaches, vomiting, dizzi
ness and persistent coughs.

On Friday the Ohio Health Depart
ment issued the results of surveys

The train derailment in Ohio last 
month released dozens of chemi
cals, and nine of them are in a high
er concentration than would 
normally be found in the area, scien
tists say.

On Feb 3, 38 cars of a Noifolk 
Southern freight train in East Pales
tine, in northeast Ohio near Penn
sylvania, derailed, and several of the 
train’s cars carrying hazardous 
materials burned.

Though no one was injured, near
by neighborhoods in both states 
were imperiled. The crash prompt
ed an evacuation of about half the 
town’s 5,000 residents, a multigov- 
ernmental emergency response and 
lingering worries among villagers of 
long-term health impacts.

Scientists of Texas A&M Universi
ty and Carnegie Mellon University

ISTANBUL — The Japanese gov
ernment’s announcement that nucle
ar-contaminated wastewater from 
the Fukushima power plant will be 
dumped into the sea has caused con
cern across the world, a Turkish 
expert on the Asia-Pacific region says. 

“That is not something that will 
harm only Japan or the surrounding 

l

I

environment, but it is an action that 
concerns the whole world,” said 
Merthan Dundar, director of Anka
ra University’s Asia-Pacific Studies 
Application and Research Center.

The Japanese government said in 
January that it would release radio
active wastewater from the Fukush
ima Daiichi nuclear power plant 

Although some experts said the 
water would be cleaned by the 
Advanced Liquid Processing Sys
tem, Dundar is especially worried 
that some substances, such as triti
um, a radioactive isotope of hydro
gen present in the Fukushima 
wastewater, would decay easily.

The International Atomic Energy

I

woman, said last month. “Is Japan 
determined to proceed with its uni
lateral discharge plan regardless of 
the outcome of the assessment?”

Dundar also expressed concern 
over the period of the disposal pro
cess. “So they won’t drain all the 
water in two years. It will be gradu
ally released to this sea in 30 to 40 
years. I have to say that I am frankly 
worried.”

in Pennsylvania said on Friday that 
if die levels of some of the chemicals 
remain high, they could pose chal
lenges to residents’ health in the 
longterm.

“It’s not elevated to the point 
where it’s necessarily like an imme
diate ‘Evacuate the building1 health 
concern,” Albert Presto, an associ
ate research professor of mechani
cal engineering in the Wilton E. 
Scott Institute for Energy Innova
tion at Carnegie Mellon University, 
told CNN.

“We don’t know necessarily 
what the long-term risk is or how 
long that concentration that caus
es that risk will persist,” said Pres
to, who is working on the 
university’s chemical monitoring 
effort with a mobile laboratory in 
East Palestine.

The analysis has found that the 
highest levels were of acrolein, a 
herbicide used to control plants,

conducted at its East Palestine 
Health Assessment Clinic, as well as 
door-to-door visits by the US Health 
and Human Services Department.

A total of 168 After Chemical 
Exposure community surveys were 
completed, with the following 
symptoms reported most: 74 per
cent of people said they experienced 
headaches, 64 percent reported anx
iety, 61 percent reported coughing, 
58 percent listed fatigue, and 52 per
cent said they had irritation, pain or 
burning of their skin.
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Cars of a Norfolk Southern train lie toppled after derailing at a train crossing in Clark county, Ohio, on 
Saturday, bill lackey via associated press
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Argentina asks UK to resume Malvinas talks
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Pressure mounts on Ukrainian forces in Bakhmut
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Stitt said a vendor that the state 
used to administer a program for low- 
income families improperly handled 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

“There’s... $650,000 worth of this 
misspending where the low-income 
people spent it on a washer-dryer, 
instead of educational materials.”

A Ukrainian woman kisses a picture of her grandson, who died in 
the conflict, during a gathering on Saturday, thibault camus / ap

Tens of millions of dollars in feder
al pandemic funds sent to US school 
districts, colleges and state govern
ment for education have reportedly 
been misspent since 2020 because of 
faulty' awards, double payments and 
improper contracts.

A total of $280 billion of such 
funds were paid, and federal and 
state auditors had found the mis
spending, The Wall Street Journal 
reported on Friday. Three states had 
been audited, it said, and Oklahoma 
may have misspent the most: $31 
million out of $40 million paid to 
schools and education programs.

Oklahoma improperly spent $8 
million to provide5,000 families with 
$1,500 grants to buy their children 
computers and other supplies for the 

2021 school year. Families who 
received the help spent more than 
$650,000 on noneducational items 
such as televisions, gaming systems, 
Apple Watches and Christmas trees. 

Oklahoma also used funds to pro
vide vouchers of up to $6,500 for 
low-income students attending pri
vate schools during the pandemic. 
Auditors said that for every eight 
out of 10 students receiving the 
grants, the state could not provide 
supporting documents to show 
they were enrolled and attended 
private schools.

Republican Oklahoma Governor 
Kevin Stitt blamed the misspending 
partly on federal pressure to distrib
ute the money quickly without clear 
guidance. “That’s what happens 
when big government goes out just 
throwing money around,” The Wall 
Street Journal quoted him as saying.

demand to restart negotiations on 
the issue of sovereignty while 
respecting the English-speaking 
islanders’ way of life has gained UN 
support since 1965, and it has been 
unanimously promoted by succes
sive Argentine governments regard
less of their political leanings.

China, as a permanent member of 
the UN Security Council, has said 
the question of the Malvinas is 
essentially a legacy of colonialism. 

Beijing’s position has been con
sistent, Geng Shuang, China’s depu
ty permanent representative to the 
UN, said in a session of the UN Spe
cial Committee on Decolonization 
in 2021. It firmly supports Argenti
na’s sovereignty claim on the Malvi
nas, he said.

“China lias always maintained that 
territorial disputes between coun
tries should be resolved through 
peaceful negotiation in line with the 
purposes and principles of the UN 
Charter,” Geng said. “We hope the UK 
will actively respond to Argentina’s 
request and start dialogue and nego
tiations as soon as possible with a 
view to finding a peaceful, just and 
lasting solution in accordance with 
relevant UN resolutions.”

nization Chalkbeat reported that 
due to the slow speed of data sub
mission and aggregation from dis
trict to state to the federal agency, 
the spending should be much high
er than that, the newspaper said.

The Education Department is 
auditing another nine pandemic- 
related programs and plans to pub
lish a report on technology 
spending in the coming months, 
the report said.

The COVID-19 relief fund has 
been widely abused across agencies. 
The sum of $191 billion of more than 
$880 billion unemployment insur
ance from the Labor Department is 
estimated to have been misspent, as 
acknowledged by Larry Turner, 
inspector general of the Office of 
Inspector General of the Labor 
Department in a recent congressio
nal hearing.

The Institute for the Study of War, 
a Washington-based think tank, 
assessed late on Friday that Kyiv’s 
actions may point to a looming pull
out from parts of the city. It said 
Ukrainian troops may “conduct a 
limited and controlled withdrawal 
from particularly difficult sections” 
of the city while seeking to inhibit 
Russian movements and limit exit 
routes to the west.

Bakhmut has for months been a 
prime target of Moscow’s special 
military operation, and its troops, 
including forces from die paramili
tary Wagner Group, have been inch
ing closer.

Also on the front line, top Russian 
commanders in Ukraine have 
briefed Defense Minister Sergey

grain from blockaded ports.
The Black Sea Grain Initiative 

brokered by the UN and Turkiye in 
July allowed grain to be exported 
from three Ukrainian ports. The

KHROMOVE, Ukraine - Pres
sure from Russian forces mounted 
on Ukrainian units in Bakhmut at 
the weekend, with some Western 
analysts suggesting Kyiv may be 
preparing to withdraw its troops 
from the key eastern stronghold.

Over the past 36 hours Ukrainian 
fighters have destroyed two key 
bridges just outside Bakhmut, includ
ing one linking the city to the town of 
Chasiv Yar along the last remaining 
Ukrainian resupply route, according 
to British military intelligence offi
cials and other Western observers.

The UK defense ministry said in a 
regular Twitter update that the 
destruction of the bridges came as 
Russian troops made inroads into 
the city’s northern suburbs.

regarding putting new cameras in 
Iran’s nuclear facilities, he said.

Countries such as Israel and the 
United States use the nuclear issue 
as an “excuse” to further pressure 
the Iranian people, Raisi said, 
pointing out that it was the US 
that violated the 2015 deal.

Iran has had “the highest level” 
of collaboration with the IAEA 
and expects the agency to tell the 
truth about Iran’s nuclear pro
gram and the country’s commit
ment to its regulations, he said.

Iran’s foreign minister said in 
his meeting with Grossi that Iran 
is firmly determined to technically 
resolve the safeguards issues as 
soon as possible.

Shoigu on the situation and action 
plans, his ministry said on Sunday. 

Shoigu paid a rare visit to Russia’s 
forces deployed in Ukraine, award
ing medals to military personnel 
and meeting commanders during 
the trip, according to a statement on 
Saturday.

In the US state of Arizona, two 
Ukrainian pilots have been flying 
flight simulators and receiving eval
uations from the United States mili
tary, two US officials said on 
Saturday, as Washington remains 
silent on whether it will send fighter 
jets or sophisticated remotely pilot
ed drones to Kyiv.

The US and its allies have given 
Ukraine weapons including Javelin 
missiles to HIMARS rocket launch-

Dialogue highlighted
Grossi stressed the importance 

of using diplomacy and dialogue 
to resolve the issues, welcoming 
any initiative that would help the 
Vienna talks advance and succeed. 

Follow-up talks in Iran between 
the IAEA and Iranian officials 
aimed at hammering out the 
details would happen “very, very 
soon” Grossi said.

In recent months the IAEA has 
criticized Iran for its lack of coop
eration.

In November the IAEA’s Board 
of Governors passed a resolution 
proposed by the US, the United 
Kingdom, France and Germany 
that called on Iran to collaborate 
with the agency’s investigators 
regarding “uranium traces”

Iran has repeatedly rejected 
such allegations and emphasized 
the peaceful nature of its nuclear 
program.

Iran signed the JCPOA with 
world powers in Jul}' 2015, agree
ing to put some curbs on its nucle
ar program in return for the 
removal of the sanctions on the 
country. However, the US pulled 
out of the deal in May 2018 and 
reimposed its unilateral sanctions 
on Teheran, prompting the latter 
to drop some of its nuclear com
mitments under the deal.

The talks on the deal’s revival 
began in April 2021 in Vienna. No 
breakthrough has been achieved 
since the last round of talks in 
August.

demands for negotiations at the 
United Nations. He proposed talks 
in line with a 1965 UN General 
Assembly resolution that encour
aged the UK and Argentina to find a 
peaceful solution to the dispute.

The Malvinas Islands are located 
460 kilometers east of Argentina’s 
mainland and are considered an 
integral part of the province of Tier
ra del Fuego, Antarctica, and the 
South Atlantic Islands. The islands 
have been under British rale since 
colonialists planted their flags there 
in 1833.

agreement was extended in Novem
ber and will expire on March 18 
unless a further extension is agreed.

UNITED NATIONS

Weapons smuggled
to Haiti from US: UN 
Increasingly sophisticated weap
ons are being trafficked into Haiti 
mainly from the United States, 
and especially from Florida, amid 
worsening lawlessness in the
impoverished Caribbean country, 
according to a UN report released 
on Friday. Tire report by the Vien
na-based Office on Drags and 
Clime said a network of criminal 
actors including members of the 
Haitian diaspora “often source 
firearms from across the US” and 
smuggle them into Haiti by land 
from the neighboring Dominican 
Republic, by air including to clan
destine airstrips, and most fre
quently by sea.

THE PHILIPPINES 

Three arrested over 
governor’s killing
Three people have been arrested 
over the killing of a Philippine 
provincial governor, with another 
suspect killed in a shoot-out, 
authorities said on Sunday. Sev
enteen people were wounded in 
the attack on Saturday in the 
country’s sugarcane-growing 
heartland. At least six assailants 
aimed with rifles and wealing 
military-style uniforms opened 
fire in the governor’s home in 
Pamplona municipality in the 
central province of Negros Orien
tal. Governor Roel Degamo is the 
latest victim in a rash of assaults 
on Philippine politicians.

AUSTRALIA

National park cull to 
protect biodiversity 
An iconic Australian national park 
is culling thousands of wild pigs 
and buffalo to protect biodiversity. 
More than 10,000 pigs have been 
killed in the Northern Territory’s 
Kakadu National Park since mid- 
2022 due to a population boom, 
with many more expected to be 
destroyed this year. According to 
the federal government, wild pig 
numbers have doubled to about 
70,000 since culls were halted in 
the World Heritage-listed park in 
2019, buffalo numbers have grown 
to 7,500, and wild horse numbers 
to 15,000. The feral population 
boom poses a threat to the park, 
one of Australia’s top tourist 
attractions, by causing widespread 
destraction of native fauna and 
damaging aboriginal rock art dat
ing back millennia

TEHERAN — Iran has agreed 
to allow the International Atomic 
Energy Agency to implement 
more “appropriate verification 
and monitoring activities” during 
a visit to the country by IAEA 
Director-General Rafael Grossi. 

The IAEA and the Atomic Ener
gy Organization of Iran, or AEOI, 
agreed on Saturday that their 
interactions should be carried out 
“in a spirit of collaboration and in 
full conformity with the compe
tencies of the IAEA and Iran’s 
rights and obligations” a joint 
statement by the two agencies 
said.

Iran also expressed readiness to 
provide more “information and 
access” to address the IAEA’s con
cerns over the safeguards issues, 
the alleged “uranium traces” 
found at three undeclared sites, 
the statement said.

Grossi arrived in Teheran on 
Friday and held talks with senior 
Iranian officials including Presi
dent Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Min
ister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian 
and AEOI President Mohammad 
Eslami.

Raisi, who met with Grossi on 
Saturday, said he expects the IAEA 
to adopt a “professional” approach 
to the Iranian nuclear issue and 
prevent certain countries from 
affecting the nuclear watchdog’s 
decisions, according to a report on 
the website of the president’s 
office.

At a news conference in Vienna 
on his return from Teheran, Grossi 
said surveillance cameras will be 
reconnected at several of Iran’s 
nuclear sites.

“This is very, very important” in 
terms of continuity of knowledge, 
in particular in the context of the 
possibility of the revival of (the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action), he said, referring to a 
nuclear deal between Iran and 
world powers in 2015.

However, a spokesman for the 
AEOI, Behrouz Kamalvandi, said 
Teheran had not agreed to give 
access to people.

“During the two days that Mr 
Grossi was in Iran, the issue of 
access to individuals was never 
raised," the state news agency IRNA 
quoted Kamalvandi as saying. 

There had also been no deal

Relief volunteer Saifulamri Tumiran prepares to leave after feeding goats trapped in the roof of a 
flooded home in Yong Peng, Johor, Malaysia, on Saturday. At least four people have died and nearly 
41,000 were evacuated across several Malaysian states after flooding caused by days of “unusual" 
torrential rains, officials said on Saturday, hasnoor hussain / Reuters
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Cooperation pledged on safeguards 
issues as Grossi wraps up Teheran trip

Heartfelt cause
Reestablishing sovereignty over 

the islands has become a heartfelt 
cause for Argentinians. Streets, 
squares, parks, airports, hospitals 
and sports stadiums, among other 
public venues, have been named for 
the islands in nostalgic tribute. Many 
women born in 1982 were named 
“Malvina” or “Soledad” in homage to 
the archipelago’s two main islands.

While tiie 2016 deal sought to 
improve cooperation in the South 
Atlantic, both the UK and Argentina 
continued to claim sovereignty over 
the islands.

The UK government has called 
Argentina’s latest decision “disap
pointing” However, Argentina’s

Duplicate grants
The audit found that the federal 

government gave at least $1.2 million 
to colleges and universities that were 
closed, and another $73 million was 
paid in duplicate grants to colleges 
and universities, the newspaper said. 
However, the funds were recovered 
by the Education Department

The audit found that only part of 
the $122 billion COVID-19 relief 
fund for K-12 public school districts, 
about 27 percent, has been spent. 
However, the nonprofit news orga-
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Argentina has demanded fresh 
talks with the United Kingdom over 
the Malvinas Islands, an archipela
go in tiie South Atlantic that 
sparked a war between the two 
countries in 1982.

Argentine Foreign Minister Santi
ago Cafiero “formulated a proposal 
to restart negotiations for sover
eignty” over the question of the 
islands when he and British Foreign 
Secretary James Cleverly met on the 
sidelines of a G20 meeting in India 
last week, his ministry said in a 
statement.

The archipelago is known in 
English as the Falkland

Inside Islands.
In a series of tweets, 

Cafiero said he told Clev
erly that Argentina had 
decided to pull out of a 

2016 deal in which the two countries 
agreed to disagree about sovereignty 
and cooperate on a variety of issues.

Last year was the 40 th anniversa
ry of the 1982 conflict, which 
claimed tiie lives of 649 Argentine 
soldiers, 255 British servicemen, 
and three local women.

In his tweets, Cafiero reiterated 
Argentina’s sovereignty over the 
archipelago and its long-standing

W// /

CHINA DAILY USA
NEW YORK HEADQUARTERS

1500 Broadway. Suite 2800. 
New York. NY 10036

Telephone: 212-537-8888 

Fax 212-537-8898

editor@chinadailyusa.com
readers@chinadailyusa.com

Subscription: 212-537-8899

Advertising: 212-537-8916 

Follow us on:
twitter.com/chinadaily

facebook.com/chlnadaily 

usa.chinadaily.com.cn

These materials are distributed by China Dally 
Distribution Corp, on behalf of China Dally Beijing, 
China. Additional information is on file with the 
Department of Justice, Washington, DC. 

WASHINGTON
National Press Bldg. Suite 1108 52914th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20045
TeL 202-662-7249 
Fax:202-662-7247

M ■MWPSrfy///

ers, but they have yet to pledge 
sophisticated jets and the largest 
armed drones.

The Arizona “familiarization 
event” is a first. It will facilitate dia
logue between Ukrainian and US 
personnel and provide an opportuni
ty to observe how the US Air Force 
operates, a US defense official said, 
speaking on condition of anonymity. 

“This event allows us to better 
help Ukrainian pilots become more 
effective pilots and better advise 
them on how to develop their own 
capabilities,” the official said.

In another development, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said on Sunday that Ankara is trying 
to extend the UN-backed initiative 
that has enabled Ukraine to export
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The Dongsi Corridor of Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport is under construction in Guangdong province on Feb 23. chen jimin / china news service

*

l>

• ' >3*
1

>

a

How consumption is becoming new driver of GDP expansion

By Ouyang Shijia
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' n the normal course, the Spring 
Festival holiday every year 
would see me take the tradition

al route to family reunions in my 
hometown. This year, however, my 
husband and I chose to spend the 
long-awaited vacation in Gubei 
Water Town, a well-known site for 
cultural tourism in Beijing’s Miyun 
district.

Hot spring baths, swims in the 
“infinity pool” temple fairs, walks

By OUYANG SHIJIA
ouyangsh-gia@chinadaily.com.cn

Citing key tasks mapped out by 
China’s 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25), 
he said China aims to foster high- 
quality and innovation-driven devel
opment in die coming years. And 
Coming, with its innovative initia
tive, will play an increasingly impor
tant role in supporting China’s high- 
quality development in this period. 

“China’s economy is expected to 
grow by 5.7 percent this year, con
tributing to around 40 percent of 
the global economic growth,” said 
Robin Xing, Morgan Stanley’s chief 
China economist.

China will play a key role in boost
ing global economic growth this 
year, and China’s growth prospects

of BOC International, said the latest 
PM I reading points to steady 
improvement in both demand and 
supply, especially the rapid release 
of the pent-up consumption 
demand.

Local governments across the 
country are also ramping up efforts 
to stimulate consumption.

For instance, Beijing recently 
unveiled a new document on key 
tasks mapped out by the Beijing 
Municipal Government Work 
Report (2023). The document urged 
more efforts to boost consumption 
this year, including spurring con
sumption in housing, new energy 
vehicles and elder care.

In South China’s Guangdong 
province, consumption has wit-

nace, as well as other facilities for 
new materials.

Besides the investment in glass 
melting production lines, Corning is 
actively expanding in the upstream 
raw materials industry. It is also 
expanding investment in Chong
qing with Gorilla cover glass and 
Coming automotive glass, one for 
consumer electronics and the other 
for automotive innovations.

Experts attribute such strong com
mitment to the Chinese market to the 
country’s emphasis on its pro-growth 
stance, the latest evidence of which is 
the around 5 percent GDP growth 
target set for 2023. On Sunday, deliv
ering the annual Government Work 
Report, Premier Li Keqiang said the 
nation will focus on intensified and 
more targeted macroeconomic poli
cies to promote stable economic 
growth.

China is also giving priority to sub
stantially expanding domestic 
demand and boosting market confi
dence, offering rising growth oppor
tunities for global stakeholders such 
as Coming.

Seeing the huge growth potential 
in China’s ultra-large domestic mar
ket, Coming’s Liu said he believes 
the China market will continue to 
serve as a major growth engine for 
the company’s future development. 

China has become the world’s sec
ond-largest consumer market, boast
ing a middle-income group of over 
400 million people. China’s retail 
sales totaled 43.97 trillion yuan 
($6.37 trillion) in 2022, data from the 
National Bureau of Statistics showed. 

China remains an important 
global manufacturing base as well 
as a key consumer market for prod
ucts such as TVs, cars and smart
phones, and there lias been a huge 
demand for glass in those sectors.

After years of development, Corn
ing is planning to gradually expand 
its research and development capa
bility in China in the next five to 10 
years, in a bid to better cater to the 
local demand, Liu said.

“We’re very bullish about China’s 
long-term prospects. During the 
past decades, Coming has benefited 
a lot from China’s reforms and open- 
ing-up. China is one of the most 
appealing destinations for foreign 
investors,” he said.

As China’s ongoing two sessions 
— the annual sittings of the nation’s 
top legislature and top political advi
sory body — reaffirm the economic 
policy’s thmst on steady' growth, 
multinational corporations operat
ing in China said they are optimistic 
about their long-term business pros
pects. The world’s second-largest 
economy, their top executives said, 
appears to be on track for a steady 
post-COVID-19 economic recovery 
this year.

MNCs such as US materials sci
ence company' Corning Inc, in feet, 
are so sanguine that they are ramp
ing up their local investments, 
expanding their business lines and 
chalking up medium- to long-term 
plans for steady growth.

Corning, for instance, is planning 
to continuously expand its capacity 
across its various business lines in 
the country, in order to support 
growing local demand.

The US multinational specializes 
in specialty glass, ceramics, related 
materials and technologies like 
advanced optics. Its vice-president, 
Jeffery Liu, said China has always 
been a strategic market for Corning, 
which sees huge growth potential in 
the Chinese market, given the large 
population of middle-income groups 
who reside mostly in urban areas. 

“I take a rosy view of China’s high- 
quality and innovation-driven devel
opment in the next few years,” Liu 
said. “Looking ahead, our company 
will execute its announced capital 
projects and expand employment as 
it ramps up production and invests in 
new businesses in the China market” 

Liu said the China business now 
accounts for around one-third of 
Corning’s global sales revenue, mak
ing the country the largest overseas 
market for the firm outside the Unit
ed States.

In the last four decades, Corning 
has invested over $9 billion in 23 
manufacturing and research facili
ties in China that boast over 6,000 
employees now.

It has been continuously invest
ing in Chongqing, first on a post
processing plant, then on a logistics 
center, and now on a melting fur-

MNCs plug into China 
recoverstheme gj

more consumption coupons and 
send cash to citizens,” he said. “More 
importantly, the government should 
take key measures to boost the 
spending power, including reforms 
in the distribution of national 
income, reducing the gap between 
the rich and the poor and improving 
the composition of fiscal spending.” 

When it comes to expanding the 
investment, the country needs to 
speed up the implementation of 
major projects mapped out by the 
14th Five-Year Plan, Luo said.

Positive signs are already indicat
ing the gradual normalization of 
economic activities in China.

A new report released by Stan
dard Chartered Bank showed that 
the China SME Confidence Index 
rebounded to 51.4 in February from 
49.9 in January, ending four straight 
months of contraction and hitting 
the highest level since July.

Notably, the recovery in the servi
ces sector was more significant than 
that in manufacturing. The per
formance subindex for services of 
SMEs surged to 50.4 in February, 
returning to expansion territory for 
the first time since September.

Zhou Maohua, a macroeconomic 
analyst at China Everbright Bank, 
said the report shows that SMEs, 
which play an irreplaceable role in 
creating jobs and propel economic 
growth and scientific innovation, 
are optimistic about China’s growth 
prospects.

He also said some SMEs still face 
difficulties and challenges, adding 
the government needs to continu
ously implement stimulus policy 
measures to ease financial burdens 
of enterprises, stabilize growth, and 
ensure stable prices and supplies. 
More efforts should also be made to 
tackle issues faced by SMEs such as 
financing difficulties.

Despite pressures and challenges 
from slowing external demand, Chi
na will likely record an over 5 per
cent GDP growth in 2023, given its 
optimized COVID-19 control meas
ures, a package of stimulus meas
ures taking effect gradually and the 
low comparison base of the previous 
year, he said.

L:

As nation sharpens focus on growth, foreign firms ramp up
investments, expand operations

will have positive spillover effects on 
other economies in areas like trade 
and tourism, Xing said.

“Both the United States and 
Europe may face a year of subdued 
growth, and China, with an antici
pated 5.7 percent growth in 2023, 
will benefit them a lot,” Xing said.

Europe, he said, will likely benefit 
from the huge demand for mid
range to high-end luxury goods in 
the China market, and Chinese out
bound tourism spending will bene
fit many economies and sectors, 
especially in Asia.

“A cyclical economic recovery in 
China is starting to unfold,” said 
Hong Hao, chief economist at Grow

week-long Chinese New Year holi
day, China saw a robust recovery in 
tourism and spending.

According to the Ministry of Cul
ture and Tourism, there were 308 
million domestic tourist visits dur
ing the seven-day holiday, up about 
23 percent year-on-year. That meant 
almost 89 percent of the 2019 level. 
Domestic tourism revenue reached 
about 375.8 billion yuan, up 30 per
cent year-on-year and about 73 per
cent of the 2019 level.

Citing the latest economic reading, 
experts said China is on track for a 
steady recovery, as demand has 
picked up significantly amid the 
implementation of optimized COVID- 
19 control measures and Beijing’s 
stimulus measures for growth.

Investment Group. “High-frequency 
data show that traffic congestion and 
subway crowds in big cities have 
rebounded to near-normal levels.”

Nomura noted in a recent report 
that China’s national domestic tour
ism trips and revenues jumped by 
23.1 percent and 30 percent year-on- 
year, respectively, during the Spring 
Festival holiday (Jan 21-27), while 
national retail and catering revenues 
reported by key enterprises rose by 
6.8 percent year-on-year during the 
holiday, which is well above the 1.8 
percent decline in retail sales report
ed in December by the NBS.

Given China’s higher-than-expect- 
ed 2.9 percent GDP growth in the 
fourth quarter of 2022, the optimized 
measures to control the pandemic, 
and the strong rebound of in-person 
services during the Chinese New Year 
holiday, Nomura recently raised its 
2023 China GDP growth forecast to 
5.3 percent from 4.8 percent.

Luo Zhiheng, chief econo
mist at Yuekai Securities, noted 
most provincial-level regions have 
set their 2023 annual GDP growth 
target between 5.5 percent and 6.5 
percent, showing strong optimism 
for a robust 2023 and sending a 
clear message of their determina
tion to revive the COVID-19-bat- 
tered economy this year.

“China’s economy will likely 
expand by over 5 percent this year,” 
he added. “The first-quarter growth 
may prove to be the lowest in 2023, 
followed by an estimated robust 
growth of over 7 percent growth in 
the second quarter.”

He warned of pressure and risks 
from a cloudy global outlook, slow
ing external demand and the weak 
property sector, saying expanding 
domestic demand, including both 
consumption and investment, as 
well as boosting market confidence, 
will be the priorities for stabilizing 
the overall economy.

Luo said China needs to further 
step up fiscal and monetary policy 
support for propping up growth 
this year, including forceful infra
structure spending, stabilizing the 
property market and a series of 
policies to optimize the business 
environment.

“To spur consumption, it is advis
able for the government to issue

through the local streets donned 
in Han-style clothes, experiences 
like operating a traditional wood
en movable-type printing press, 
and paper-art lessons... things like 
that made my three-day vacation 
memorable.

For the first time, I found my 
family vacation can be relaxing as 
well. I’ll vouch that cultural tours 
can yield fascinating learning 
experiences.

The vacation cost me around 3,000 
yuan ($435), including accommoda
tion, food and cultural experiences. It 
reignited my passion for travel and 
immersive cultural experiences.

Well, hundreds of millions of my 
compatriots would probably voice 
similar sentiments. During the

ZhouLanxu contributed to this
story.

Above: Container trucks deliver goods at Qingdao Port in Shandong 
province on Feb 16. zhang jingang / for china daily Bottom: A cargo ship 
docks at a container terminal in Zhoushan, Zhejiang province, on 
Jan 28. yao feng / for china daily

nessed a strong rebound during 
the Spring Festival holiday with a 
series of measures to spur con
sumption. Guangzhou’s Beijing 
Road shopping area alone reached 
a business volume of 345 million 
yuan in the weeklong holiday, up 
19.4 percent year-on-year, official 
data showed.

Looking ahead, Wu Chaoming, 
deputy director of the Chasing 
International Economic Insti
tute, said consumption will become 
the main driving force behind Chi
na’s steady growth in 2023.

Given the optimized COVID-19 
containment measures, the gradual 
normalization of economic activi
ties, tiie higher level of release of 
households’ excess savings and a 
low comparison base, notable 
growth of between 7 percent and 11 
percent in China’s retail sales may 
be possible this year, he said.

NBS data showed China’s eco
nomic activity, including manufac
turing and services, expanded for 
the first time in four months in Jan
uary. The official purchasing man
agers index for China’s 
manufacturing sector bounced back 
to 50.1 in January from 47 in Decem
ber, mainly led by a recovery in new 
orders. And China’s nonmanufec- 
turing PMI came in at 54.4 in Janu
ary from 41.6 in December, mainly 
driven by the services sub-index.

The improvement in economic 
activity offers the latest official snap
shot of the release of the pent-up 
demand, as the country is giving pri
ority to expanding domestic demand 
and spurring consumption.

Guan Tao, global chief economist

i*—r

go



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:39 PM
•tfi • Monday, March 6,2023 I 9CHINA DAILY I GLOBAL EDITION

BUSINESS

Wil

w
~|<GFjJi

x

N
X j

KF A
JLS.

<

A.

A consumer picks vegetables at a supermarket in Shijiazhuang, Hebei province, on Feb 10. jia minjie / for china daily

Economic rebound hopes
to cool global inflation
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an overall upturn with the policy coordina
tion taking effect.

r

year-on-year in 2022, well below the coun
try’s annual inflation target of around 3 
percent, according to the National Bureau 
of Statistics.

Looking into the full year, Xing said he 
believes inflation will not be a major con
cern for China in 2023 and the country 
will keep overall prices stable within a rea
sonable range.

When it comes to concerns that the 
revival of the world’s second-largest 
economy may push up global commodity 
prices, Xing said China’s economic 
rebound will mainly be driven by con
sumption rather than forceful infrastruc
ture spending.

BEIJING—While the specter of recession 
haunts the world, China has stimulated 
more hopes for a broader economic revival 
following its decisive victory in the three- 
year-long fight against COVID-19.

Chinese leadership noted at a recent 
meeting that the country has made a 
smooth transition in its COVID-19 
response in a relatively short time and suc
cessfully pulled through the pandemic with 
the lowest fatality rate in the world.

Meanwhile, the steady growth of the Chi
nese economy over the past three years lias 
added further evidence of the country’s vic
tory in fighting the pandemic.

From 2020 to 2022, China posted an 
annual average growth rate of 4.5 percent, 
outpacing the global average, and much 
higher than that of major economies such as 
the United States and Germany.

With the impact of the virus generally 
diminished, China has seen consolidated 
momentum for economic recovery. From 
quickened production activities to a 
rebound in consumption, various indicators 
have projected a brighter outlook for the 
world’s second-largest economy.

Encouraged by the better-than-expect- 
ed performance, the International Mone
tary Fund projected that China’s economy 
will grow by 5.2 percent in 2023, 0.8 per
centage points higher than the forecast in 
October last year. It is forecasted that Chi
na’s economic growth will hit 4.5 percent 
next year.

In contrast, the IMF downwardly revised 
its projection for 2023 global growth to 2.9 
percent, lower than the previous projection 
of 3.4 percent.

Steven Barnett, IMF senior resident rep
resentative in China, said that China will 
continue to be one of the major countries to 
see the strongest growth this year, and its 
contribution to global economic growth will 
stand at 30 percent.

However, several factors, including reced
ing globalization and rising geopolitical 
conflicts, are throwing up roadblocks in Chi
na’s recovery trajectory. In addition, the 
foundation of domestic economic recovery 
is not yet solid, while the domestic triple 
pressures of demand contraction, supply 
shocks and weakening expectations are still 
concerns, some analysts warned.

“That means China’s reopening will 
not boost inflation via commodities, 
especially as the United States and 
Europe may suffer from weak demand 
this year,” he said.

Considering China’s abundant labor 
force and their strong willingness to dedi
cate their efforts to work, Xing said the 
recovery in consumption of services will 
not add too many inflationary pressures. 

Despite a strong recovery of mobility 
and in-person service sectors in the second 
half of January, China continued to print 
low inflation data. In January, China’s CPI 
increased by 2.1 percent from a year earlier. 
Meanwhile, CPI in the US climbed 6.4 per
cent in January.

Lu Ting, chief China economist at 
Nomura, said the uptick in year-on- 
year CPI inflation was mainly driven by 
the timing of the Chinese New Year holi
day, which took place in January this year 
and February last year.

Looking forward, he said his team 
expects China’s CPI inflation to edge down 
marginally to 2 percent in February, 
reflecting some pullback after the January 
Spring Festival holiday effects. For the full 
year (2023), China will target an inflation 
rate of around 3 percent, according to the 
Government Work Report delivered to the 
14th National People’s Congress in Beijing 
on Sunday.

Between hea ven and earth, 
together with other sentient beings, I live.

The recovery of the Chinese economy is 
expected to cool global inflation instead of 
pushing it up, and China’s inflation 
growth and overall prices will remain 
tame and stable, according to economists 
and analysts.

Robin Xing, Morgan Stanley’s chief 
China economist, said China’s reopening 
will help curb surging global inflation, as 
the normalization of economic activities 
will stabilize supply chains and make 
them function more effectively. He added 
that will avoid the supply shock related 
to global supply, one of the drivers of 
inflation.

Over the past year, many economies 
around the globe witnessed the biggest 
surge in inflation in 40 years due to runa
way energy and food prices amid geopoliti
cal tensions and massive fiscal and 
monetary stimulus that many countries 
adopted.

Against that background, China, the 
world’s second-largest economy, has man
aged to deal with inflationary pressures 
with the government’s effective measures 
to stabilize prices and supplies of daily 
necessities and bulk commodities.

The country’s consumer price index, a 
main gauge of inflation, rose by 2 percent

Brightened outlook
The reemerging hustle and bustle across 

the country have painted an inspiring pic
ture of China’s economy, indicating that the 
worst has passed.

The just-concluded Spring Festival travel 
rush, a mass-migration event marking the 
celebration of Chinese New Year, witnessed 
more than 1.5 billion trips made by rail, 
highways, waterways and civil aviation in 
40 days. The figure marked a 50.5-percent 
increase over the same period in 2022.

The pace of business activity is also picking 
up. Production lines in factories nationwide 
are running at full throttle as orders pour in. 
Many cities, including Beijing and Shanghai, 
are launching recruitment campaigns to sat
isfy the surging demand for labor.

The latest data attest to China’s rising 
allure to foreign investors. Foreign direct 
investment on the Chinese mainland, in 
actual use, expanded 10 percent year-on-year 
to $19.02 billion in January, data from the 
Ministry of Commerce showed on Feb 20.
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Accommodative policies will stabilize prices, 
supplies of commodities, drive consumption
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Coordinated efforts
Analysts have attributed China’s leading 

performance to effective coordination in 
simultaneously battling COVID-19 and its 
economic fallout.

To cope with the constantly evolving situ
ation, China has been dynamically optimiz
ing its control measures. It has so far issued 
10 editions of COVID-19 control protocols 
and timely downgraded its COVID-19 man
agement due to Omicron being less patho
genic and deadly.

Institutional strengths, such as the 
mobilization of resources to accomplish 
major initiatives, enabled the nation to 
tackle waves of infections quickly nation
wide, effectively safeguarding the lives 
and health of its 1.4 billion population at a 
minimal cost.

On the economic development front, the 
country has rolled out a string of supportive 
policies to shore up economic resilience. 
Among these measures are ramped-up efforts 
to expand tax and fee incentives and suppor
tive policies to enterprises, offering a “timely 
rain” to companies feeing financial drought.

While inflation is a serious cause for con
cern faced by many major economies, China 
kept its CPI growth at 2 percent in 2022, a 
relatively low level globally. A total of 11.86 
million, 12.69 million and 12.06 million new 
urban jobs were created in 2020, 2021 and 
2022, respectively, all surpassing the targets 
set for each year.

With an increasingly complete industrial 
system, more resilient industrial and supply 
chains and an improved ability to ensure the 
security of food, energy and resources, Chi
na now enjoys strong tenacity in the face of 
headwinds and a more solid material foun
dation for generating recovery momentum. 

Despite the unprecedented challenges, 
the economy grew 3 percent year-on-year to 
a record high of 121 trillion yuan ($17.53 tril
lion) in 2022, a new and higher level in 
terms of economic aggregate after the Chi
nese economy topped the thresholds of 100 
trillion yuan and 110 trillion yuan in 2020 
and 2021, respectively.

“The key to stable economic performance 
lies in the targeted COVID-19 response and 
effective coordination,” said Dong Yu, execu
tive vice-president of the China Institute for 
Development Planning at Tsinghua Univer
sity, adding that the economy is bound to see
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any people are saying that 
global market demand is 
declining sharply, but such 
an assessment does not nec

essarily reflect the truth. What is certain 
is that global market demand growth is 
slowing, but overall demand is not 
declining sharply.

The World Trade Organization predicts 
that global trade in goods will grow 1 per
cent from a year earlier in 2023. However, if 
we consider price factors, it is possible for 
global trade to achieve an annual growth of 
7 to 8 percent this year, which is not low 
compared with recent years.

Currently, global market demand is 
merely slowing in some sectors. The 
growth potential for China’s exports is still 
very large if we properly handle the situa
tion, despite demand for some products 
from some countries facing saturation.

Many Chinese products’ shares in global 
export markets rose in 2022, even though 
China’s exports declined in the fourth 
quarter. Based on statistics released for 
the first 11 months, major importers 
worldwide all saw their imports grow by 
double digits.

Although there were price factor influen
ces, no signs showed a sharp slowdown in 
demand. On the other hand, figures in this 
regard did have some monthly or quarterly 
growth slowdowns last year, but that was 
due to other factors and did not represent 
full-year trends.

Based on import data released by 71 
countries, China’s share in their import 
markets in 2022 declined slightly by 0.6 
percentage point. If we exclude data from 
oil and natural gas trading, China’s share in 
their import markets actually rose, and 
their reliance on Chinese products, in par
ticular mechanical and electrical products, 
increased.

For instance, the share of mechanical 
and electrical products imported from 
China by 71 countries increased from 21.9 
percent to 22.2 percent. The correspond
ing figure for high-tech products from 
China rose from 20 percent to 22 percent, 
while that for seven categories of labor-in
tensive products imported from China 
also increased, albeit slightly, to 30 per
cent, despite Vietnam’s share growing sig
nificantly.

China accounted for nearly 75 percent of 
global imports of computers, while the fig
ure for new energy-related products, 
including new energy vehicles and lithium 
batteries, also surged.

Demand growth for China’s products is 
slowing, but overall demand is still expand
ing. Based on my experience in studying

foreign trade for many years, I think as long 
as demand in the international markets is 
on the rise, China’s foreign trade will grow. 

Last year, due to persistently high prices 
of oil and natural gas, the share of Chinese 
goods among exports worldwide may have 
experienced a slight decline from that in 
2021, which was 15.1 percent.

That is because the share of oil and gas in 
international trade in 2022 increased to 
challenge the shares of other goods and 
commodities, and China is not a big oil and 
gas exporter. In 2023, however, I think Chi
na’s share in global exports is likely to fur
ther increase.

As for Sino-US trade, data released by 
China showed its share among US imports 
has been declining since 1999. In 2022, the 
figure hit a historic low of 16.1 percent, 
while the share of US products in China’s 
imports also decreased to 6.5 percent from 
11.8 percent in 1999.

Data from the United States also showed 
a clear trend that since 2017, the share of 
China’s products in US imports has plum
meted by around 5 percentage points, 
while the share of US products in China’s 
imports also decreased.

From the perspective of foreign direct 
investment, although the value of FDI from 
the US into China increased in 2022, the 
share of US FDI in China’s overall FDI 
decreased to 1.6 percent in 2022 from 1.9 
percent in 2017. The same is true of China’s 
outbound direct investment in the US.

However, despite additional US tariffs 
on Chinese products, China’s exports 
remain stable.

The country’s exports to South Korea, 
India, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Part
nership countries have all increased signifi
cantly, with the increase making up for the 
decline in Chinese exports to the US to sta
bilize China’s overall exports.

Despite the feet that US imports from the 
European Union are growing faster than its 
imports from China, we cannot say that the 
US and the EU have closer trade ties. That 
is because the main items the US imported 
from the EU last year were pharmaceuti
cals due to the pandemic.

US imports from China, such as mobile 
phones, toys, video game consoles, storage 
batteries, motor vehicles and others, are 
still growing.

It is true that many Chinese products’

fter experiencing a fell in con
sumption in 2022, boosting 
domestic demand and stimulat
ing consumption have become 

top priorities for economic development 
this year. As the COVID-19 prevention and 
control measures have been optimized, the 
economic recovery is expected to accelerate 
in 2023, and market confidence will gradu
ally rebound, leading to a steady growth of 
consumption.

However, given the following factors, we 
cannot blindly believe that “revenge” con
sumption will necessarily materialize.

First, the relationship between economic 
recovery and a retail spending rebound 
must be clarified. To promote consumption, 
it is necessary to enhance household confi
dence in consumption, and the recovery of 
buying and shopping confidence is based 
on the recovery of the real economy. Eco
nomic recovery must come before any con
sumption rebound. Although the COVID-19 
control measures have been optimized, 
there are still many uncertainties. The real 
recovery of the economy requires multiple 
factors to resonate and requires a certain 
process and time.

Second, consumers’ basic needs have not 
changed. There has been a lot of discussion 
about whether “revenge” consumption will 
occur after the optimization of COVID-19 
control measures. However, at present, only 
a few cities have experienced a brief 
“revenge” consumption. One of the main 
reasons for this is that during the pandemic, 
consumer needs were only temporarily sup
pressed, but did not fundamentally change. 
Behind various hot consumption scenarios 
is the natural release of consumers’ basic 
needs. After the optimization of COVID-19 
control measures, household consumption 
confidence and willingness to shop and 
spend still need a certain amount of time to 
recover.

Third, the pandemic has to some extent 
changed consumers’ lives and consumption 
habits, shaping new consumption patterns 
that are bound to affect the direction and 
future development of related industries. 
However, companies need to consider 
whether the new consumption habits and 
needs arising from the pandemic will con
tinue in the post-pandemic period.

Taking the United States as an example, 
during the pandemic, various anti-COVID-19 
measures like social distancing were taken 
across the country, which influenced people’s 
daily lives and reshaped their shopping and 
buying patterns. Many consumers began to 
shift toward virtual shopping and online fit
ness. After the pandemic, consumer pur
chases of daily fresh foods and beverages 
have returned to offline channels, but many 
have continued with online fitness, giving 
rise to sustained business models.

Currently, the development of e-commerce 
shopping in China is relatively mature, and 
the pandemic has further expanded the pop
ulation of online shoppers. After the pan
demic, online shopping is expected to 
become the mainstream shopping channel. 
If offline businesses want to attract more 
consumers, they need to provide compre
hensive experiences that include dining, 
entertainment and social interactions. In 
addition to online shopping, companies 
need to further observe to what extent con
sumers can maintain other consumption 
habits formed during the pandemic.

Given these factors, policies need to con
tinue to send positive signals to companies, 
giving them and consumers long-lasting 
confidence. The recovery and expansion of 
consumption should be given priority, with 
stronger measures taken to increase con
sumption scenarios, enhance consumers’ 
ability to make purchases and eliminate 
unfavorable factors that deter shopping, 
thereby fully unleashing consumption 
potential.

From the aspects of clothing, food, housing, 
and transportation, consumption trends in 
2023 will have the following characteristics. 

In terms of clothing, during the pandemic, 
people often stayed at home for long dura
tions because of social distancing, and their 
dress habits tended to be simple and com
fortable. The pandemic has caused many 
people to embrace a slower pace of life and 
focus on the importance of health and fami
ly. Against this backdrop, new consumer 
trends such as outdoor sports like camping, 
hiking, and sport-themed parks are expect
ed to emerge in the post-pandemic period. 
As outdoor sports become a trendy lifestyle 
rather than justa professional hobby, sports
wear, yoga clothes, and other related prod
ucts are expected to be favored by more 
consumers.

In terms of foods and beverages, a new 
consumption trend will emerge in the 
field of yangsheng (healthcare and life 
nurturing), as an increasing number of 
young people are paying more attention 
to their health and wellness.

The growth potential for 
China’s exports is stih very 
large if we properly handle 
the situation, despite 
demand for some products 
from some countries facing 
saturation.

shares in US import markets are declining, 
but the size of Chinese exports to the US 
remains huge. And there are no trade 
orders from other countries leaving China, 
as China’s share in other countries’ import 
markets is still growing.

Last year saw a negative impact on Chi
na’s foreign trade, while US’ decoupling 
efforts also created an unfriendly environ
ment for China’s foreign trade. Yet China’s 
foreign trade last year stood at more than 
40 trillion yuan ($5.8 trillion), showing 
strong resilience.

We are studying ways to prepare some 
new foreign trade policies, and some 
experts suggested China seize growing 
opportunities arising from emerging mar
kets’ import expansion amid their eco
nomic recovery.

While stabilizing the scale of exports to 
the US, it is also necessary to actively restore 
Hong Kong’s role as a “super-connector” to 
shore up an increase of foreign trade.

Our exports to Europe are expected to 
further expand, and some RCEP countries 
and Belt and Road-related economies will 
account for considerably increasing shares 
of China’s exports. We are studying rele
vant strategies to expand exports to these 
countries and regions in the next step.

This year, we should also intensify efforts 
to fuel the development of some new trade 
formats and models in order' to strengthen 
and cultivate market entities in foreign 
trade while stimulating the vitality of for
eign trade market entities.

We have advantages in products like new 
energy vehicles, lithium batteries and pho- 
tovoltaics and should further expand 
exports of such goods. Amid the trend of 
electrification and intelligence in the vehi
cle industry, such exports will enjoy consid
erable growth.

We will also introduce relevant policies 
to match supply and demand, promote 
trade and integrate domestic and foreign 
trade as well as launch new financial poli
cies and sanction responses to assist enter
prises to actively tap the potential of 
offshore markets.

Last year, we faced great challenges in 
the export sector because of pandemic-re
lated disruptions. If there are no major 
“black swan” or “gray rhino” events this 
year, I think China’s foreign trade will 
achieve relatively rapid growth.

Personally, I believe that if there is no 
major external risk, China’s foreign trade 
will grow 2 percent on a yearly basis, and if 
the situation is favorable, the growth rate 
could be around 5 percent.

According to research and analysis insti
tute Zhiwei Data, among young people who 
now focus on yangsheng, post-’95s account 
for the highest proportion at 37 percent, 
while post-’OOs make up 32 percent, surpas
sing the post-’90s. More and more young 
people are starting to pay attention to bal
anced nutrition and regular meals, custom
ized vitamins and dietary supplements. This 
trend will impact the future consumption 
market. Previously, health products were 
mainly aimed at middle-aged and elderly 
people, but in the future, more attention of 
relevant businesses will be paid to young 
consumers.

In terms of housing, the COVID-19-in- 
duced model of work-while-traveling is 
expected to continue, which will to some 
extent change people’s household consump
tion patterns.

During the pandemic, many people 
worked at home and began to realize that 
working online is feasible. As a result, more 
people are changing their work and study 
styles. According to a survey conducted by 
market research company Pollfish in 2021, 
among surveyed US employees who can 
fully work remotely, 65 percent were will
ing to take a 5 percent pay cut in exchange 
for the opportunity to work at home. In the 
post-pandemic period, working at home is 
expected to become the norm for some 
companies, and how to work and socialize 
effectively at home wall give rise to new 
consumer trends.

Regarding travel, after adjustments to 
pandemic prevention and control meas
ures, the national tourism market has 
shown a gradual recovery trend, and it is 
expected that the services and tourism sec
tors will enjoy a significant rebound in 2023. 
In addition, niche travel destinations will 
become increasingly popular among con
sumers. Consumers will also seek more 
involved travel experiences that integrate 
entertainment, sports and learning. As Gen
eration Z (those born in the mid- and late- 
1990s and in the 2000s) becomes the main 
force in the consumer market, various travel 
platforms must also consider how to win the 
favor of young consumers.

Furthermore, there is a growing number 
of “mobile offices” worldwide, some of 
which are specifically designed for young 
freelancers. In the future, office workers will 
embrace a more flexible work and lifestyle, 
and the “nomadic work and lifestyle” will 
become an important trend, giving rise to 
new buying patterns.

In times of increased uncertainty, such as 
during the pandemic period, we have seen 
the rise of many paid knowledge industries. 
In the post-pandemic period, whether this 
trend will continue is also worth heeding.

In addition to new consumer trends in 
clothing, food, housing and transportation, 
the overall trend of consumption in 2023 has 
another important feature: the “polariza
tion” trend of development, with one being 
consumers embracing the extreme cost-ef
fectiveness style in making a purchase, and 
the other being embracing luxuries.

Recently, McKinsey conducted a survey of 
Chinese consumers, which showed that 58 
percent of respondents in urban households 
hoped to “save money for emergencies” — 
the highest level since 2014.

During the pandemic, consumers’ pur
chasing power declined, and their consump
tion behavior became more conservative 
and rational. In the post-pandemic period, 
there will be a certain degree of “downgrad
ing” in consumption, and consumers will be 
more inclined to choose practical and cost- 
effective brands.

However, consumers who are willing to 
spend more will still choose stronger brands 
and will still pay for luxury goods.

In the global luxury retail market, the 
strong performance of the Chinese market 
has always attracted the attention of rele
vant businesses. According to data from 
consulting company Bain & Company, in 
2020, global luxury goods’ sales shrank 23 
percent, but luxury goods consumption in 
China surged 45 percent. In 2021, sales 
growth of the Chinese luxury goods market 
slowed, but it was still as high as 36 percent. 

However, products with mid-range quali
ty, performance and price are relatively diffi
cult to win loyalty among consumers.

In this context, for companies to achieve 
sustainable development, they must pay 
attention to brand building, and have a sus
tainable and clear brand positioning and 
value proposition. A report on last year’s 
Single’s Day shopping gala emphasized that 
it is hard to acquire customers through pro
motional pricing strategy and companies 
instead need to focus on branding and prod
uct quality to support long-tenn develop
ment. It said strong brands can better 
survive in today’s fierce competition. Previ
ously new types of consumer goods have 
won many investment opportunities. But 
going forward, investors will focus more on 
companies’ ability to build a brand.
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Almost a month has passed since 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
Seymour Hersh wrote a report say
ing that US Navy laid the bombs 
that damaged the Nord Stream nat
ural gas pipelines linking Russia 
with Germany and other European 
Union nations, yet most of the 
Western media have remained 
mute on the issue.

On Feb 3, a train carrying toxic 
chemicals derailed in the United 
States. Yet hardly any media report
ed the incident until 10 days later, 
on which day the scene of a journal
ist being taken away by the police 
on site was shown to the public. 

It is such selective reporting that 
makes people wonder whether 
there is really any freedom of the 
press in the West.

Similarly, the Foreign Corre-

At a news conference on March 3, 
Yi Gang, governor of the People’s 
Bank of China, the nation’s central 
bank, said that all kinds of financial 
activities need to be regulated and 
that the promulgation of the Finan
cial Stability Law is necessary to 
protect the interests of all. 

The domestic financial sector has 
been flourishing over the past few 
years, with the banking, security 
and investment fields all thriving. 
Besides, China has for years held 
the world’s largest foreign currency 
reserves, while its stock, debt and 
insurance markets are all second in 
the world in size.

How to minimize financial risks 
therefore has assumed increasing 
importance. China’s financial risks 
are in general low. Small- and medi
um-sized banks have mushroomed,

spondents Club of China, in which 
the US plays a major role, pub
lished a report on its official web
site criticizing China for “travel 
restrictions”.

The FCCC’s complaint about 
“travel restrictions” during the 
COVID-19 pandemic is risible. It is 
common sense that when a major 
public health threat emerges, every 
member in a society contributes to 
the fight against it by sacrificing 
some convenience to travel. These 
restrictions in the case of the COV
ID-19 pandemic applied to every
one. There is no reason for foreign 
correspondents to expect any 
exemption. The privilege to travel 
“freely” as they misunderstand it 
would pose a risk to everybody, 
themselves included. 

The first session of the 14th

but they generally run their busi
nesses in a stable way. The authori
ties meanwhile have cracked down 
on “shadow finance” while inter- 
net-based financial risks have been 
effectively rectified, too, with about 
5,000 P2P online loan agencies can
celed. Over the past five years, Chi
na has solved a total of about 
25,000 illegal financing cases. 

The proposed Financial Stability 
Law is intended to prevent and 
defuse financial risks. 

The proposed law is mainly 
about the prevention and defusing 
of financial risks, and preventing 
the worst scenario that people wor
ry about, the collapse of financial 
institutions. China has very strict 
supervision over financial institu
tions, but in a market economy any 
enterprise might fail. That risk can

only $100 billion a year, even less 
than US’ military assistance to 
Ukraine. It seems the US govern
ment saves money that should be 
spent on its children to spend on 
weapons.

Child labor is only the tip of the 
icebeig of the US’ violation of chil
dren’s human rights. In the 19th 
century it built “schools” that forci
bly separated hundreds of thou
sands of indigenous children from 
their parents, while its failure in 
fighting the COVID-19 pandemic 
caused over 200,000 children to 
become orphans. The US is the only 
UN member that has failed to ratify 
the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, for which issue it has been 
criticized many times by interna
tional organizations.

There is really much that the US 
should do to protect the rights of 
children.

buildup and the hyping of a “China threat”
Experts say the defense budget is reasonable due 

to the country’s need to modernize its military and it 
shows restraint as it could have increased it more. 
Considering that China is facing an increasingly 
complicated and challenging security environment, 
this year’s defense budget provides a timely barome
ter for others to gauge China’s strategic composure. 

Admittedly, China is facing mounting strategic 
pressure unseen for years as the US now views it as a 
rival and seeks to confront it on almost all fronts. In 
fact, if put in China’s shoes, it is certain that countries 
such as the US and Japan would not maintain the 
strategic composure that China is demonstrating.

With the US and its allies not only stoking geopoli
tical tensions over Taiwan and the South China Sea 
but also trying to draw the flames of the Ukraine cri
sis to the Asia-Pacific region, China maintaining an 
appropriate and steady increase in its defense spend
ing to keep its military modernization on course is 
both necessary to safeguard its sovereignty and terri
torial integrity and development interests and cru
cial for fending off security risks and challenges.

Beijing has repeatedly stressed that China will 
never seek hegemony, expansion or sphere of 
influence and that the modernization of its mili
tary is for defensive purposes and to enable it to be 
a positive force that can help safeguard regional 
stability and world peace.

Times quoted an anonymous source with the Argen
tinian Foreign Ministry as saying, the pact “made 
concessions to British interests with respect to the 
exploitation of Argentine natural resources in the 
region and significantly set back the just claim for 
sovereignty’: Moreover, the agreement took the form 
of a ‘joint communique’,’ which meant that it did not 
require the approval of Argentina’s Congress, which 
is obligatory for international agreements.

What the UK has provided to substantiate its claim 
that “the islands remain British” is the result of a 
so-called 2013 referendum it held on the islands, in 
which about 99.8 percent of the participants voted to 
“retain the islands’ status as a British territory1: But 
this does not stand up to scrutiny as most of the about 
3,200 people living on the islands moved there after 
the 1982 war at the encouragement of the UK

It is the financial, strategic and symbolic impor
tance of the islands that motivates the UK to cling 
to the islands so desperately. The islands and the 
waters near them are rich in oil and gas. Control
ling the islands also provides the UK with territory 
in the South Atlantic and secures its participation 
in Antarctica affairs.

The UK’s attempts to justify its control of the 
islands have met with strong international opposi
tion. The UN Human Rights Council, the Organiza
tion of American States and most countries in the 
world have repeatedly expressed their firm support 
for Argentina’s resumption of sovereignty over the 
islands. The UK should bear in mind that theft is 
theft and time does not legitimize ill-gotten gains.

atmosphere for bilateral communications.
It is the US side that should be held accountable 

for blocking exchanges between the two sides. Chi
na will never engage in any talks that are not based 
on equality and mutual respect.

That Sino-US trade reached a record high of 
more than $690 billion, according to US statistics, 
shows the strong resilience of the trade relations of 
the two sides that originates from their highly 
complementary economic structure and the 
mutually beneficial nature of China-US economic 
and trade cooperation.

However, the China-bashers see that the other 
way, viewing the US reliance on China as a threat to 
US security, with China being seen as a country with 
both theability and will to overturn the international 
order dominated by the US. That strategic misjudg
ment is a deliberate distortion aimed at disguising 
the nature of the US’ strategy to contain China, 
whose objective is to protect the US’ hegemony.

That the US was not mentioned at all in the Gov
ernment Work Report delivered to the country’s top 
legislature during its annual gathering in Beijing on 
Sunday shows Beijing’s prudence, objectivity and 
foresight in dealing with relations with the US 
despite the latter’s continuous reckless provocations. 

If it really wants meaningful communication 
with Beijing, Washington first needs to show that 
it too upholds the fundamental principles of a 
rules-based international order, namely multilat
eralism, equality, fairness and justice.

lthough the United Kingdom’s “disap
pointment” over Argentina’s latest deci
sion to terminate a joint communique 
with it in 2016 in which the two coun

tries agreed to work together on various issues, 
might seem reasonable, it is anything but.

And the UK’s rejection of Argentina’s proposal of 
new talks in line with a 1965 UN General Assembly 
resolution that encouraged the two countries to find 
a peaceful solution to their sovereignty dispute lays 
bare which side dares not put its claim in the sun
shine. The more the UK casts Argentina’s move as 
punic faith, the more it is trying to distract the world 
from the nature of the issue, which is that a colony 
always belongs to its motherland not its suzerain.

The right and wrong of the dispute is clear. 
Argentina inherited the sovereignty over the Malvi
nas archipelago, when it gained independence 
from Spain in 1816. In 1833, Britain occupied the 
islands, about 13,000 kilometers away from the UK, 
by force. In 1965, the UN General Assembly adopt
ed Resolution 2065, which included the issue in the 
scope of “decolonization” and urged the two sides 
to resolve their dispute through negotiations. But 
in April 1982, the two countries fought a short but 
brutal war over the islands. The UK’s victory in the 
war further fueled the acrimony between the two 
countries over the issue without changing which 
was in the right and which was in the wrong.

In the 2016 joint communique, the two sides 
agreed to disagree about sovereignty, but to cooper
ate on resources and fishing. As the Buenos Aires

A New York Times report recent
ly found that child labor is still a 
grave problem in the United States. 
According to the US Department of 
Labor, a total of 835 enterprises in 
the country illegally hired over
3,800 child laborers in the 2022 
financial year, over 1,000 more than 
in 2021.

Data from US organizations esti
mate that there are between 
500,000 and 800,000 child work
ers in the US, with almost all the 
major US brands involved. The 
New York Times even reported that 
some child laborers work in dan
gerous places such as meat plants, 
where they may suffer serious inju
ry.

Child labor in the US has a histo
ry as long as that of the slave trade 
and racial discrimination, and its 
mines, tobacco farms and textile 
plants have been exploiting child 
labor for over 100 years, which

ne week after US Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen said the United States 
would resume economic talks with Chi
na “at an appropriate time” US Com

merce Secretary Gina Raimondo told the media 
that she is considering a trip to China this year.

US President Joe Biden is “looking to engage 
with China in all ways that are good for America, 
commercially, diplomatically — that communica
tion is intended to de-escalate. That’s where we 
want to be in our relationship with China — not 
escalating’; Raimondo said on Thursday.

There was no response from China to Yellen’s 
remark, and Raimondo’s statement had not yet met 
with a reply as of Sunday. Washington should have 
anticipated that, given the series of anti-China 
moves it took last week — four bills supporting “Thi- 
wan independence” were passed on Tuesday, a 
potential arms deal worth $619 million to the Chi
nese island was approved on Wednesday, and anoth
er 28 Chinese entities were blacklisted on Thursday, 
exactly the same day the US commerce chief said she 
hopes to de-escalate trade tensions with China.

A problem both Yellen and Raimondo should real
ize is that although their respective departments or 
sectors might have a practical need to mend ties 
with China, the overall political system of the US, 
including the legislature, government and military, 
is doing the opposite, leaving no stone unturned to 
contain China, feeling no qualms about shaking the 
foundation of Sino-US relations and poisoning the

n stark contrast to many major countries 
around the world that have hiked their 
defense spending by a big margin in recent 
years, China’s defense budget will grow by 7.2

percent in 2023, only 0.1 of a percentage point up 
from that of last year.

The budget, as per a draft budget report submit
ted to the ongoing session of China’s top legislature 
on Sunday, is an unmistakable signal to the outside 
world that China has no intention to enter an arms 
race or flex its military muscles, as some Western 
countries are doing.

The United States’ military expenditure is three 
to four times that of China’s. The US National 
Defense Authorization Act signed in December 
2022 authorized $858 billion in spending for the 
Pentagon for fiscal year 2023, an 11.7 percent year- 
on-year hike. Last month, Japan adopted a record 
6.8 trillion yen ($51 billion) defense budget for the 
coming fiscal year, up 26 percent from the previous 
year. Both the US and Japan have sought to 
strengthen their military capabilities under the pre
text of China’s growing influence in the region.

As such, China’s modest and comparatively small 
pace in increasing its annual defense budget is clear 
proof that China’s military spending is defensive in 
nature. This is the eighth consecutive year that Chi
na has maintained single-digit growth, which belies 
the scaremongering about China’s so-called military
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problem has much to do with loop
holes in its legal system and lack of 
legal enforcement. For example, the 
laws in the US forbid those under
14 to work in most sectors but make 
agriculture an exception. 

Worse, the highest civil penalty 
for hiring a child laborer is only 
$15,000, which can hardly be called 
a deterrent. Rather it is like a busi
ness cost.

Still worse, the problem of child 
labor is interwoven with poverty 
and racism in the US. According to 
Child International, more than 40 
percent of children in the US spend 
at least one year in poverty before 
they reach the age of 18, while other 
organizations have found that 71 
percent of US children living in 
poverty are colored. In 2022, the US 
government even refused to extend 
child tax incentives during the 
COVID-19 pandemic because the 
cost was too high, but the cost is

only be lowered via a healthy finan
cial system, and people’s interests 
should be protected by the law in 
case a financial agency goes bank
rupt.

That’s the bottom line promised 
by the central government, namely 
to prevent any systemic financial 
risk from happening. But it should 
be pointed out, that legal supervi
sion does not mean curbing the 
vitality of the financial sector. 
Instead it means to serve further 
prosperity of the sector via reform 
and opening-up.

Together with stricter supervi
sion there will be enhanced govern
ance of the financial sector. The 
domestic financial sector will flour
ish with the coming law and other 
mechanisms.

f
T

National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference opened on Saturday, while 
the First Session of the 14th Nation
al People’s Congress opened on 
Sunday. According to official data, 
about 3,000 journalists have regis
tered to attend this year’s two ses
sions, of which over 1,000 come 
from Hong Kong, Macao and Tai
wan and foreign countries. 

The fact that foreign reporters 
can freely do interviews at the ses
sions of China’s top legislative body 
and top political advisory body is 
best evidence against the FCCC 
report . The FCCC said they want to 
“tell the China story well”, and Chi
na welcomes foreign journalists 
who do that. Unfortunately, some 
come with other intentions.

- ZHANG ZHOUX1ANG, CHINA DAILY
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Defense budget increase restrained 
despite complex security challenges
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Chinese recovery won’t be inflationary
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Editor’s note: The Chinese economy has strong resilience, great potential and is full of vitality. With the optimization of die COVID-19 management measures, the country’s overall economic performance is expected to pick up in2023, 
with the economic growth rate back to reasonable range. Three experts share their views on the issue with China Daily.

he annual session of the 
National People’s Congress, 
which started on Sunday, has 
reaffirmed Chinese policy

makers’ pro-growth stance set at the 
Central Economic Work Conference in 
December. In light of China’s disap
pointing economic performance due 
to the strict COVID-19 restrictions, the 
CEWC had called for an “overall 
improvement” of the economy, start
ing with making efforts to improve 
expectations and boost confidence. In 
this context, we (at Standard Char
tered Bank) had expected the govern
ment to set reasonable as well as 
ambitious economic targets to stabi
lize market expectations. 

This year, the growth target is 
around 5 percent. Last year, China’s 
GDP grew by only 3 percent, under
shooting the target of 5.5 percent by a 
big margin. That’s why local govern
ments have adopted more ambitious 
growth targets for 2023, ranging from 
4.0-95 percent and averaging 6 per
cent

The inflation target is around 3 per
cent (annual average). Consumer price 
index inflation averaged 2.0 percent in 
2022, and we forecast a moderate rise 
to 2.3 percent this year, much below 
the target even after assuming a sig
nificant increase in service prices on 
reopening.

The unemployment rate target is 
maintained at 5.5 percent. In addition, 
the government has pledged to create 
12 million new jobs during the year. 
And if the recovery remains on track, 
these targets should be within reach, 
although lowering

he universal experience of 
re-opening an economy is a 
rise in inflation. What has 
been different across econo

mies is tlie extent of die rise in inflation 
and its persistence. China’s “reopening” 
has given rise to some natural ques
tions: By how much will inflation rise 
in China? How persistent will it be? 
Will there be any significant spillover 
effects on the rest of Asian economies? 

On Sunday, die Government Work 
Report set a GDP growth target of 
around 5 percent.

We (at Morgan Stanley) are more 
bullish than the consensus in expect
ing GDP growdi to pick up to 5.7 per
cent in 2023. Yet, we also expect just a 
moderate uplift in China’s core infla
tion, and headline inflation will 
remain well within the comfort zone of 
3 percent because food prices continue 
to exert downward pressure. 

This view is informed by the follow
ing perspectives.

As the economy continues to 
“re-open” at a brisk pace, final con
sumption expenditure growth will 
accelerate. Within consumption, the 
acceleration will be driven more by an 
increase in spending on services as the 
continued relaxation in COVID-19 
restrictions fueled the sendee sector’s 
recovery. The services-led nature of 
die recovery means tiiat goods trans
late to a relatively mild boost to goods 
prices and the non-commodity pro
ducer price index (PPI) given tiiat the 
incremental demand will be driven

more by services than goods. 
There are concerns over China’s con

sumption recovery and the reflation 
story potentially playing out like it did 
in the United States. However, die key 
difference is that the demand for goods 
in the US saw a significant rise because 
of the excess transfers to households, 
coupled with die feet that some restric
tions were still in place in the US then. 

Consumption growth in China too 
will be driven, to a certain extent, by 
excess household savings. But the 
excess savings have accumulated largely 
due to people’s inability to spend amid 
prolonged, strict COVID-19 restrictions 
and precautionary savings because of 
the deteriorating labor market condi
tions, rather than from transfers. 

Furthermore, manufacturing capac
ity utilization ratios fell in 2022, and 
we believe tiiere will be room for them 
to pick up before they get to a point 
where tiiere will be significant upward 
pressures on goods inflation.

The feet tiiat we expect recovery in 
China means unemployment rates will 
decline while wage growth will pick up 
from acyclical perspective. However, as 
labor market dynamics have not been 
distorted by excessive transfers, we 
don’t see labor participation rates being 
held back as the recovery progresses. 

Moreover, the ongoing slowdown in 
exports will also help to cap overheat
ing pressures in the labor market as 
hiring trends would be slowing in the 
manufacturing sector.

As for the spillover effects on the rest 

(covering only general public budget) 
is widened to 3 percent of GDP from 
2.8 percent last year, but the broad 
deficit (also covering government 
funds budget) is likely to be scaled 
back. In December, die CEWC called 
on the government to “maintain nec
essary spending intensity while mak
ing die fiscal position sustainable and 
local government debt controllable” 
The 2023 budget points to the govern
ment intention to provide adequate 
support to boost growth while main
taining fiscal sustainability. 

Under the general public budget, 
the focus of fiscal support this year 
appears to have shifted to expanding 
spending, versus tax cuts in 2022. In 
addition, the central government may 
ramp up transfers to local govern
ments to increase their spending 
capacity without adding to tiieir debt 
burden.

Under the government funds bud
get, the local special bond issuance 
quota is set at 3.8 trillion yuan (slightiy 
below 3 percent of GDP), higher tiian 
the original 2022 quota of 3.65 trillion 
yuan but lower than the augmented 
quota of 4.15 trillion yuan. 

While the broad deficit is likely to be 
smaller than in 2022, we tiiink fiscal 
policy will become more effective in 
supporting economic activity, and die 
expected revenue recovery would allow

total spending to grow fester in 2023. 
Besides, quasi-fiscal operations by 

policy banks may be increased, if nec
essary, to finance key projects. 

The government is likety to tackle 
the problem of local hidden debt 
(including tiiat of local government 
financing vehicles, LGFVs) by asset 
disposal and/or the issuance of refi
nancing bonds, witii restructuring 
also likely.

The monetary policy tone is consist
ent with die CEWC’s message, aimed 
at “keeping money and credit growth 
in line with nominal GDP” We expect 
monetary policy to remain accommo
dative in die first half of this year, with 
reserve requirement ratio (RRR) cut 
likely in the second quarter of the year. 

However, policy may turn neutral in 
the second half of this year when the 
recovery gains traction. The People’s 
Bank of China may guide total social 
financing growth to slightiy below 10 
percent to stabilize the total debt-to- 
GDP ratio.

The Government Work Report reit
erated support for meeting the basic 
housing demand, and upgrading 
demand, as well as improving the bal
ance-sheet position of high-quality 
large housing developers. Moreover, 
we expect the government to contin
ue to prioritize job creation, including 
by normalizing the regulation of 
internet platforms, encouraging the 
expansion of private business, and 
attracting and retaining foreign 
direct investment.

The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

ers are now trying to stabilize the 
housing market, seeking to improve 
liquidity conditions of developers and 
relax die purchase restrictions which 
were imposed when the market was 
overheating.

As for infrastructure, we expect the 
policymakers to counter-cyclically 
reduce the increase in infrastructure 
spending given the need to conserve 
fiscal space. The overall fixed asset 
investment growth will increase to 4.5 
percent in 2023 from 2.4 percent in 
2022. Within tiiat what matters most 
for the non-oil commodity demand is 
the expenditure on infrastructure, 
which is expected to rise from 0.7 per
cent in 2022 to 2.8 percent this year. 

Second, since China is the largest 
supplier of goods to die rest of Asia, 
inflation pressures may pass from Chi
na’s goods prices to the region’s import 
prices and further to its consumer price 
index. But what matters more is die 
global goods demand/supply balance. 
And the still deflating global goods 
demand wall further limit any spillover 
effects on the region’s inflation. 

We expect disinflation to continue in 
Asian economies. Our base-case fore
casts are more dovish than those pro
jected by others as we believe that 
inflation for 90 percent of the econo
mies in Asia would have returned to 
the central banks’ comfort zones by the 
middle of the year.

N

The author is 
chief economist of 
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tered Bank for 
Greater China 
and North Asia.

of Asia, we tiiink that two transmission 
channels matter the most

First, an increase in demand from 
China would raise oil and non-oil com
modity prices. For oil prices, the key 
will be the extent of the improvement 
in mobility and international travel. 
But die impact will be mitigated by a 
more subdued backdrop for industrial 
and construction activity. For non-oil 
commodities, the outiook for infra
structure and property spending is key 
as they are the main sources of 
demand, and we expect only a moder
ate improvement in combined spend
ing growth in die infrastructure and 
property sectors this year. 

In past cycles, investments helped 
drive China’s recovery in the initial 
parts. This led to pronounced spillover 
effects as the capex-led recovery accel
erated the rise in commodity demand 
and prices. The recovery in investment, 
however, is more moderate in this cycle. 

While policymakers have initiated 
policy easing to boost infrastructure 
spending as they usually did during 
past cycles, a key difference is how the 
demand for commodities from the 
property sector is faring. Policymak- 
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the youth unemployment rate (16.7 
percent in December 2022) wall be 
more challenging, in our view, given 
an increase in college graduates to 
about 11.5 million this year. 

In 2022, the government had to 
under-implement spending to meet 
the broad budget deficit target of 7.4 
percent of GDP, because of revenue 
shortfells. The combined total revenue 
from the general public budget and 
government funds budget dropped 6.3 
percent (relative to a budgeted 
increase of 8.2 percent) because of a 23 
percent plunge in land sales revenue, 
tax refunds and a slower economy. 

Spending increased by only 3.1 per
cent compared with die budgeted 
expansion of 15.6 percent, and the gov
ernment appears to have deployed all 
available resources, according to our 
estimate, including general bond pro
ceeds of 3.37 trillion yuan ($490.59 bil
lion) and local special bond proceeds 
of 4.15 trillion yuan.

This year the official budget deficit 

hen Chinese policymakers began preparing 
for the re-opening, many international 
observers warned it would unleash inflation
ary headwinds. This was their assumption: 

As the world’s biggest factory and die second-largest econ
omy re-opens for business after three years of COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions, it will have to cope with a surge in 
demand. Tiiat, in turn, would trigger global inflationary 
pressures as in the United States and the European Union, 
which have been struggling with elevated inflation since 
their re-opening.

There’s only one problem with the story. Numbers do not 
back it up.

The US’ annual inflation rate, which had soared close to 
10 percent in summer last year, slowed, but slightiy, to 6.4 
percent in January, although the interest rate has been 
hiked to almost 5 percent.

In the eurozone, the situation was worse as inflation 
remained 8.5 percent in February 2023 after peaking at 11.1 
percent in November. Meanwhile, policymakers have 
raised interest rates to 15-year highs to bring euro area 
inflation under control. Markets expect a 0.5 percentage 
point increase this month up to 35 percent, with a chance 
of a similar hike to be delivered in May. 

Even in Japan, where inflation was 
actually negative until the fell of 2021, 
it rapidly soared to 4.3 percent in Jan
uary 2023, and continues to rise. As a 
result, Japanese central bank’s new 
chief Kazuo Ueda is likely to raise the 
interest rate over time. 

Despite the media hysteria in the 
West, China’s annual inflation rate 
rose to only 2.1 percent in January. 
And as expected, prices of food jumpedThe author is the ___ r ___ ________ r. ’

founder of Differ- an(| those of non-food gained further 

on the back ofthe Lunar New Year and 
the lifting of die strict pandemic pre
vention and control measures. 

But the inflation rate was only half 
relative to Japan, a third compared 
with the US and a fourth compared 
witii the eurozone. 

After US’ self-defeating trade wars, a 
pandemic-induced economic slow
down, an unwarranted proxy war, US 

efforts at another Cold War, and a series of energy and food 
crises, the global economy has been further penalized by 
the US Federal Reserve’s ill-advised monetary policies, par
ticularly since the fell of 2021.

After years of easy money and rounds of quantitative 
easing, the Fed misread the market signals after mid-2021, 
when inflation started to rapidly climb up and Fed chair
man Jerome Powell downplayed the threat of soaring pri
ces by calling them “transitionary”

Over a year ago, I had warned that inflation in the US 
could pose a risk to the global economy in 2022. Indeed, 
due to the belated monetary response, the ensuing risks 
penalized the ailing global recovery. In February 2022, aft
er the disastrous feilure of international diplomacy to end 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict and the onset of the US-NATO- 
led proxy war against Russia in Ukraine, I predicted the 
world economy would have to cope witii the risk of stagfla- 
tionary recession, compounded by energy and food infla
tion and the consequent cost-of-living crises. 

The Fed raised die interest rate to 4.5-4.75 percent in its 
February 2023 meeting, still pushing borrowing costs to 
the highest since 2007. Recentiy, Fed Chairman Jerome 
Powell warned of more rate hikes and seems to be aiming 
at 5.25 to 5.5 percent, thus flirting with a recession. 

Since the Central Economic Work Conference in Decem
ber, Chinese policymakers have been stimulating private 
sector growth by taking measures to accelerate domestic 
demand and deepen regional and international trade and 
investment. They have also implemented a variety of meas
ures to expand consumption, tiiough the momentum is on 
the supply side, particularly infrastructure.

Already on die eve of die Two Sessions, Chinese leaders 
pledged stronger growth, and recovery is taking hold as eco
nomic activity picks up pace due to China’s re-opening. 
Thanks to the recovery potential and despite die dismal first 
quarter, China’s GDP growdi could soar to 5.5-6 percent in 
2023, or more than 6 percent on a quarter-to-quarter basis. 

Ironically, external risks have been in part reduced by 
the misguided US trade wars and protectionism, which 
have compelled Chinese policymakers to stress the impor
tance of self-sufficiency. Internally, the emphasis on social 
policies is meant to help increase the purchasing power of 
the new middle-income groups, witiiout the kind of eco
nomic polarization that four decades of neoliberal policies 
have caused in the West.

Since the recovery'will be demand-led, the spillovers will 
center on consumption and services in China. In addition 
to domestic demand, the recovery wil1 also have an impact 
on global growth through commodity demand and travel, 
while the recovery in outbound tourism will be key to 
regional, and neighboring, economies’ recovery. The global 
effect is already discernible in commodity prices. As the 
recovery broadens, oil and metals will follow. 

However, spillovers will be significant in those econo
mies that are part of the Regional Comprehensive Eco
nomic Partnership, the vast new trade bloc, and those 
participating in the huge Belt and Road Initiative.

Unlike the US, the eurozone and Japan, which are strug
gling with secular stagnation and exporting runaway infla
tion, China’s growth is accelerating while inflation remains 
in check. The reopening could lift global GDP by an 
impressive 1 percent in 2023. In brief, China’s rebound will 
be positive for the world and offset the Fed risks.

1k
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China’s rebound 
will be positive 
for world economy, 
offset Fed risks
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uan, Anhui, Shaanxi and the Inner 
Mongolia autonomous region, a 
depopulation trend is emerging. 
Compared with 2010, the perma
nent residents of the three north
eastern provinces of Liaoning, Jilin 
and Heilongjiang have dropped by 
2.64 percent, 12.31 percent and

In the aftermath of a fertility 
decline, the working-age popula
tion will be more educated and 
productive than older generations, 
leading to an increase in the earn
ing capacity of members of the 
labor force. While the dependency 
ratio is likely to increase due to the 
decline in fertility rates and the rise 
in life expectancy, the productivity- 
adjusted dependency ratio may 
decline, and the productivity 
growth could be sustained. More
over, since the improvement in life 
expectancy is associated with a sig
nificant increase in the productivi
ty of people even beyond their 
current retirement age, a policy 
that will properly increase the 
retirement age will further foster 
labor productivity and assure sus
tained growth in labor productivity 
and per capita income.

Importantly, declining popula
tion growth will lead to a reduc
tion in costly environmental 
degradation, thus promoting sus
tainable economic growth and 
saving resources that would oth-

16.87 percent respectively. The 
shrinking populations have result
ed in labor shortages, missed 
opportunities to restructure local 
economies, public facilities left idle, 
and the amplifying of the debt bur
den of infrastructure building. 

On die other hand, as more

regions and cities are shifting to a 
service-oriented economy, and the 
producer sendee sector requires 
higher investment in skilled labor
ers and innovation, the outflow of 
labor will lead to a low efficiency of 
industrial development and a fail- 
ure in transforming traditional

he dramatic decline in 
fertility rates in the Chi
nese society in the past 
six decades ultimately

reduced China’s population in 
2022, sparking concerns about 
the country’s future labor produc
tivity and economic growth. The 
anticipated population aging as 
well as the projected reduction in 
size of the workforce have led 
some to argue that this demo
graphic pattern will drastically 
hinder China’s economic prosper
ity. Nevertheless, it appears that 
these concerns are largely mis
placed.

China’s sharp decline in fertili
ty rates, from 7.5 children per 
woman in 1963 to 1.3 children in 
2020, has been associated with 
the country’s phenomenal growth 
in per capita income over the past 
six decades.

More generally, the sharp 
decline in fertility rates that has 
emerged in the world over the 
past 150 years has been widely 
viewed as a central driver of the 
unprecedented improvement in 
living standards that has been 
experienced globally during this 
period. As is highlighted in The 
Journey of Humanity (published 
in China by CITIC), this dramatic 
decrease in fertility rates has 
allowed the growth process to be 
freed from the counterbalancing 
effects of population growth, 
stimulating massive investment 
in education, and fostering tech
nological progress and sustained 
growth in per capita income. The 

erwise have ■ I
been directed 
toward the mitiga
tion of climate change 
and environmental 
destruction.

Thus, concerns that the cur
rent demographic pattern in 
China will drastically hinder Chi
na’s economic prosperity are 
largely misplaced and with prop
er adjustment in China’s retire
ment age, the decline in the 
Chinese population could be ben
eficial for the country’s economic 
prosperity and environmental 
preservation.

77ic author is an associate research
er of the Institute of Population and 
Labor Economics at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences and an 
associate professor of the Facidty of 
Applied Economics at the Universi
ty of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences. The author contributed 
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank poweredby China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

by local governments. In 2020, the 
share of spending on basic public 
services by the central and local 
governments was 14.29 percent and 
85.71 percent respectively. In some 
cases, it is important for the central 
authorities to increase the fiscal 
transfer, and fill the gaps in expend
iture of the underdeveloped 
regions.

Third, given the uneven spatial 
distribution of migrants, some suit
able development patterns should 
be explored to cater to different 
demographic structures. Based on 
the comparative advantages in 
terms of agricultural production 
and ecological function in different 
localities, it is practical to coordi
nate the development between pla
ces where people flow out and 
those receiving migrants, achieve 
the integrated development of city 
clusters and prevent regions where 
labor force flows out massively 
from suffering a recession. 

For depopulating regions, efforts 
should be made to identify the fac
tors behind the outflow, and 
improve full life-cycle public servi
ces, develop labor-saving industries, 
such as clean energy, modern agri
culture, animal husbandry, tourism, 
etc, and increase the added value of 
products by extending the length of 
industry chains. It is also impera
tive to increase the use of automa
tion equipment, and promote the 
smart transformation of agriculture 
and manufacturing. For areas with 
ecological functions, it is quite wise 
to make good use of the fiscal trans
fer from ecological compensation to 
boost local development.

Oded Galor is the author of the 
international bestseller The Jour
ney of Humanity (CITIC, 2022), the 
founder of Unified Growth Theory 
and professor of Economics at 
Brown University in the United 
States. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.
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decline in fertility has shattered 
one of the cornerstones of the 
epoch of stagnation that had last
ed over 99.9 percent of human 
existence. Higher incomes were 
no longer channeled toward sus
taining an expanded population 
and for the first time in human 
history, technological progress 
led to a long-lasting elevation in 
living standards.

Undeniably, the decline in fer
tility rates below the replacement 
level of 2.1 births per woman will 
inevitably lead to a decrease in 
the fraction of the population of 
working age. Additionally, with 
rising life expectancy, this trend 
will increase the dependency 
ratio, which is the ratio of 
dependents to the working-age 
population. Yet, these changes are 
not indicative of a decline in 
labor productivity and the growth 
of income per capita.

The decline in fertility rates has 
generated several major benefits 
for the growth process. First, a 
reduction in population growth 
diminishes the dilution of resources 
over a larger population, increasing 
resources per worker and thus 
labor productivity. Second, the 
reduction in the number of chil
dren allows for greater investment 
in each child’s education, contribut
ing ultimately to the productivity of 
the working-age population. Third, 
fertility decline fosters female labor 
force participation as women have 
fewer children to care for, further 
contributing to productivity per 
capita.

xcessive population con
centration in large cities 
and the one-way flow of 
people from rural to urban

areas contribute to uneven develop
ment, and hinder the high-quality 
and coordinated development of 
regions.

China has been revving up its 
efforts to reform its household reg
istration (or hukou) system with a 
view to lowering the threshold for 
urban residency. As a result, rural 
populations are moving to cities, 
especially to core cities, in a faster 
manner.

According to data of the seventh 
national consensus, China had a 
migrant population of 376 million 
in 2020, accounting for nearly 26 
percent of the total. Since 2010, 
major cities such as Chengdu, Xi’an, 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen have 
seen remarkable increases in their 
permanent residents, partly as a 
result of the influx of migrant popu
lations. In 2020, for instance, Bei
jing had a migrant population of 
8.4 million, Shanghai 10.48 million, 
Guangzhou 9.38 million and 
Chengdu 8.46 million respectively. 

The massive population flow pos
es a pressing challenge for the 
country in its attempts to build a 
unified system for public sendees 
provision. Higher pay is a major 
factor driving the flow of workers. 
With narrowing salary gaps among 
regions and changing demographic 
structure in the country, China is 
witnessing an increasingly aging 
population with a low birthrate, 
which makes it a more urgent task 
for cities to ensure equal access to 
basic public services, such as 
healthcare, pensions and educa
tion. Take healthcare insurance as 
an example. Urban residents with 
permanent residency enjoy better 
public medical services compared 
with their counterparts without a 
local urban hukou. 

On the one hand, the persistent 
population outflow's lead to unbal
anced development. In Northeast 
China and some of the provincial
level regions, such as Hubei, Sich-

industries to modern sendee indus
tries.

Smooth domestic circulation 
necessitates the tearing down of 
institutional barriers hindering the 
market-oriented allocation of pro
duction factors. 

First, it is necessary to break 
dowm the rural-urban barriers and 
promote equal exchange and flow 
of production factors between cities 
and the countryside. Now' there is 
still a large gap between the coun
try’s urbanization rate of perma
nent residence and that of the 
registered population, or residents 
without hukou. This indicates that 
a large number of rural migrants 
have not really made their homes in 
cities. As rural migrants make up 
the majority of the country’s inter
nal migrants, and they are less will
ing to stay in cities compared with 
their counterparts migrating 
between cities, how to ensure rural 
migrants take roots in cities will be 
crucial for smoothing the urban-ru
ral circulation of production fac
tors. To this end, it is essential to 
speed up building channels for 
equal urban-rural exchange of fac
tors, and improve the mechanism 
that assimilates agricultural labor
ers into cities.

Second, the public sendee system 
of cities should be improved. As 
China is at the Lewis turning point 
and experiencing a historical demo
graphic shift, the accessibility of 
public services will become a policy 
priority in guiding the population
flow. At the same time, since there is 
a disparity in the need for social 
security between the rural migrants 
and their urban counterparts, it is 
imperative to unify the public ser
vice system so as to help migrants 
settle down in urban areas, and thus 
facilitate domestic circulation and 
build a unified domestic market. 

It is also significant to ameliorate 
the fiscal sharing mechanism that 
covers basic public sendees in 
recipient cities of migrants. Cur
rently, the public spending on edu
cation and healthcare and other 
public services are mainly funded
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Concerns that China’s demographic pat
tern will endanger growth and prosperity 
are misplaced. Adjusting the retirement 
age will instead ensure progress, pros
perity and environmental preservation.

I * Iri .
^ 41L T. A

A. L _ I I



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:39 PM
14 | Monday, Match 6,2023 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

LIFE

w

11: X-

't

M i

J

'A

*
JF

*

-

r

w-

What’s on

Lingjiatan relics Classic paintings

a
BE

1
CHINA DAILY

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:39 PM

Celebrated art director Tim Yip has designed the costumes
and sets of a new production by the Metropolitan Opera, Chen Nan reports.
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A relic site showing human activity 
some 5,000 years ago was revealed in 
Lingjiatan village, Anhui province, in 
1987. Archaeologists were in for a big 
surprise when uncovering a booming 
Neolithic culture along the lower 
reaches of the Yangtze River. They 
unearthed expansive sacrificial altars 
and pits, house foundations, tren
ches and clusters of graves. They also 
excavated stone tools, pottery pieces, 
jade objects used in ceremonies, and 
bones of domesticated animals, indi
cating a hub of production back 
then. Lingjiatan culture was thereaft
er deemed one of the country’s “top 
100 archaeology findings of the past 
century  ̂A Shining Star, an exhibi
tion at Anhui Museum, centers on 
the glories of Lingjiatan that thrived 
over a span of five centuries. Lingjia
tan produced a large quantity of jade 
objects, showing fine craftwork at 
the time, and is hailed as one of the 
three jade-carving centers in prehis-

Compilation of Classics in the Flour
ishing Age, a long-term exhibition at 
the National Museum of China, con
tinues to draw a large audience. It 
show's printed samples and digital 
images of the works featured in A 
Comprehensive Collection of Ancient 
Chinese Paintings, an ambitious 
project of cataloging and publishing, 
which took some 17 years to com
plete. The project includes 60 
albums that catalog more than
12,400 classic paintings, made pri
marily on paper, silk or linen, which

toric China. Exhibits at the show' 
include human statues, jade dragons 
and eagles, reflecting the aesthetics 
and lifestyle of the people. The exhi
bition runs through to March 26. 
9 am-5 pm, closed on Mondays. 87 
HuainingRoad, Hefei, Anhui 
province. 0551-6373-6658.

Contact the writer at
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

selves who formed distinctive styles 
and contributed to the development 
of 20th-century Chinese art. Zhu 
once studied ceramic art in Japan 
and w'as a pioneer in designing 
modem Chinese ceramics. He also 
produced monumental mural works 
and paintings marked by delicate 
details and intense colors. Wu’s art 
training was in China and France. 
His wide-ranging practices of paint
ing expanded the realm of Chinese 
ink traditions and formed a link 
between the abstract art of the West 
and the minimalism of Chinese art. 
The tw'o artists donated works to 
Tkinghua that are on show' in rota
tion at a gallery named after them at 
Tkinghua University Ait Museum, 
where a viewer can learn about their 
pursuit of beauty.
9 am-5 pm, closed on Mondays. 1 
Tsinghua University Campus, 
Haidian district, Beijing. 
010-6278-1012.

are in the collections of 263 muse
ums, galleries and other cultural 
institutions at home and abroad. 
Visitors to the exhibition can 
embark on a time travel looking at 
some of the greatest Chinese art in 
history. For example, Zanhua Shi- 
nyu Tu (Court Ladies Adorning 
Their Hair with Flow'ers), an ani
mated work by Tang Dynasty (618- 
907) painter Zhou Fang in the 
collection of the Liaoning Provincial 
Museum; and Fuchun Shanju Tu 
(Dwelling in the Fuchun Moun
tains), a legendary piece by Yuan 
Dynasty (1271-1368) artist Huang 
Gongwang and torn into two pieces, 
which are now respectively in Zhe
jiang Provincial Museum and the 
Palace Museum in Taipei.
9 am-5 pm, closed on Mondays. 16 
East Chan fan Avenue, Dongcheng 
district, Beijing. 010-6511-6400.
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hen the curtain rose 
on the Metropolitan 
Opera’s new produc
tion of Lohengrin on 

Feb 26, the audience got a taste of 
the Oscar-winning art director 
and costume designer Tim Yip’s 
vision of Richard Wagner’s 
romantic opera, which premiered 
in 1850 and was one of the high
lights of the composer’s career.

Yip, w'ho is best known for his 
work in films and dance produc
tions, w'on an Oscar for art direc
tion for the film Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon in 2001 and the 
British Academy of Film and Tele
vision Arts award for best cos
tume design for die same film, 
becoming die first Chinese person 
to receive these accolades.

It’s the first time that Yip has 
joined an opera production pro
duced by the Metropolitan Opera, 
designing the costumes and sets 
for it

“This is an exciting chance for 
me to work widi the Metropolitan 
Opera. I have been working in 
New York for six months and 
watched lots of productions by 
die Metropolitan Opera, observ
ing and learning,” Yip said by tele
phone from New York about a 
week before die premiere of 
Lohengrin, which runs with 10 
performances through to April 1. 

“Many of my friends have 
worked with the Metropolitan 
Opera, and this is my opportunity 
to work with such a large team 
and bring the director’s idea alive 
onstage,” he said.

It’s director Francois Girard’s 
third Wagner opera at the Metro
politan Opera, following Parsifal 
in 2013 and Der Fliegende Hol
lander (The Flying Dutchman) in 
2020.

Wagner’s Lohengrin is rooted in 
folklore and Germanic legend. It is 
about a mysterious knight rescu
ing a woman who feces charges of 
murder in the disappearance of 
her brodier. The woman, Elsa, 
daughter of the deceased Duke of 
Brabant, fells in love with die 
knight. The knight pledges his 
sword and heart to Elsa on one 
condition that she never asks him 
his name. But as the vow breaks, 
the knight reveals his identity and 
leaves, and Elsa dies of a broken 
heart.

Yip spent months studying the 
story and music of Wagner’s 
Lohengrin, trying to understand 
the composer’s philosophy of this 
opera. He has watched different 
versions of Lohengr in by the Met
ropolitan Opera since the 1970s. 
Lohengrin is the Metropolitan 
Opera’s most-watched Wagner 
opera.

“Every design decision was 
made to go with Wagner’s music, 
prioritizing the music,” Yip said. 
“Like music, the colors of the cos
tumes, die lights, shadows, chore
ography and the use of space, all 
of tiiat onstage is rhythmic and 
perfectiy matched.”

Yip used his color palette to 
build a conversation with Wag
ner: white for Lohengrin and Elsa, 
dark green for King Heinrich and 
a deep red for Telramund and 
Ortrud. The set is both abstract 
and a narrative. In the lavish pro
duction, a moon appeared repeat
edly through a round opening 
hole above the stage, promoting 
the atmosphere.

“During the premiere, I usually 
sit among the audience. I want to 
enjoy the production like any oth
er viewer. But I would like to pick 
a seat which allows me to leave 
easily. There are some critical 
reviews, which are ‘scary’” says 
Yip, laughing.

Pursuit of beauty
Among those who taught at the 
Academy of Arts and Design, TSing- 
hua University, Zhu Danian (1916-
95) and Wu Guanzhong (1919-2010) 
were two prominent artists them-
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Every design decision 
was made to go with
Wagner’s music... the 
colors of the 
costumes, the lights, 
shadows, 
choreography and the 
use of space, all of 
that onstage is 
rhythmic and 
perfectly matched.” 
Tim Yip, art director
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Bom in Hong Kong, Yip has cre
ated sets and costumes for many 
films by world-renowned direct
ors such as John Woo, Ang Lee 
and Feng Xiaogang. He also 
worked with top theaters, such as 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre in London 
and the San Francisco Opera in 
the United States. Since 2002, he 
has held exhibitions, showcasing 
his artistic works worldwide. He 
also designed Team China’s Olym
pic podium uniform for the 
Games held in Tokyo in 2021.

“I flew to Beijing to meet Tim 
and discovered his world that 
extends far beyond sets and cos
tumes. I was immediately 
inspired by his world and the 
inspiration continues. Tim and I 
have been sharing projects since 
then,” said director Girard. 

“My favorite part (about Tim 
Yip’s work on the Metropolitan 
Opera’s Lohengrin) is tiiat there 
is no part. Everything merges in 
everything else. The show is one 
big thing and Tim is concerned 
with every aspect of it. Wherever 
I look, I find Tim’s magical 
touch. He is truly an amazing 
artist.”

Peter Gelb, general manager of 
the Metropolitan Opera, said, 
“I’ve known and admired Tim 
Yip’s design work for many years, 
going back to his great success 
with the film Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon, for which I 
worked on the soundtrack when 
I was the head of die Sony Classi
cal record label. He has the fanta
sy and imagination that is a 
perfect match for Wagner’s and 
stage director Francois Girard’s 
vision.

“His designs are pure genius, 
both witii the evocative sets of a 
post-apocalyptic world and the 
extraordinary costumes tiiat 
change color in full view of the 
audience.”

Opera is not new to Yip. In 2016, 
he re-imagined the visual world of 
Dream of the Red Chamber by 
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) writer 
Cao Xueqin when San Francisco 
Opera premiered its opera based 
on tiiat classic Chinese novel. The 
adaptation was brought to life by 
composer Bright Sheng, the 
librettist David Henry Hwang and 
director Stan Lai.

Yip used vibrant colors to 
design costumes for the charac
ters, including green robes for 
men and multilayered golden 
gowns for women in the produc
tion to show his understanding of 
the beauty of Chinese art and 
style.

After Lohengrin, Yip said he 
will visit the Minneapolis Insti
tute of Art for the exhibition titled 
Eternal Offerings: Chinese Ritual 
Bronzes, running from March 4 to 
May 21, and which presents about 
150 of tiie museum’s ancient 
Chinese bronze items.

Yip said he will work with Liu 
Yang, curator of Chinese art at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art, to 
create a novel presentation of the 
museum’s ancient Chinese bronze 
collection.

With Yip’s immersive backdrop 
design, the sound, projections 
and light displays at the show are 
expected to evoke the culture and 
traditions of the era when the 
objects were used.

“Witii this exhibition, I want to 
create a new multidimensional 
perspective for looking at bronz
es,” says Yip, adding that it will 
allow visitors to rediscover 
ancient bronze items and the 
beauty and mystery.
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Top: A scene from Wagner’s Lohengrin. Middle left: Tamara Wilson as Elsa, Gunther Groissbock 
(middle) as King Heinrich, and Piotr Beczata in the title role of the opera. Middle right: Groissbock as 
King Heinrich. Above: A scene from Act HI. photos by marty sohl / met opera

Above right: Oscar-winning art director and costume designer Tim Yip. provided by tim yip's studio
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Dedicated teacher
is truly a class apart

Scientist tracks wild camels through space technology

*

tl

XINHUA XINHUA

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:39 PM

Bao Xipeng, ski maintenance 
specialist

Contact the writer at
zhonhidying@chinadaily.com.cn 

says. “And I am glad to see my stu
dents studying in large and bright 
classrooms.”

Since he started work, he has 
supported several students who 
could not afford fees, books or 
meals.

Now, in the central school, he is 
subsidizing lunch for two students. 
This costs about 300 yuan ($43.3) a 
month for each student.

Over the years, he has won many 
honors for his work. He was named 
a “national model of learning from 
Lei Feng”, “the most beautiful teach
er of Linjiang” and “excellent rural 
teacher” by the city.

Zliuang’s decades of dedication 
also influenced his daughter, Zhu- 
ang Hewei.

XINING — To the rhythmic tick
ing of the clock at midnight, Bao 
Xipeng rubbed a preheated elec
tric iron over a waxed snowboard 
nimbly, with row upon row of 
snowboards and skis leaning 
against the wall behind him.

Immersed in the aroma of mol
ten wax, the ski repairer flexed 
sore wrists and finally called it a 
day, despite another dozen snow
boards still awaiting maintenance. 

Starting his business in North
west China’s Qinghai province, the 
33-year-old is enjoying the most 
bustling snow season ever and 
believes success is within reach 
after six years of hard work. 

“This snow season, skiing 
enthusiasts packed not only pistes 
but also my studio,” Bao quips.

The excitement for ice-and- 
snow sports ignited by the Beijing 
2022 Winter Olympics shows no 
signs of fading.

The ballooning winter sports 
industry, especially in Northwest 
China, brings opportunities and 
tangible benefits for locals and 
changes many people’s destinies, 
including Bao.

“One year on, the most out
standing feature of the Games is 
the way they touched the lives of 
millions of local people by making 
them discover the world of winter 
sports,” says Christophe Dubi, 
Olympic Games executive director 
of the International Olympic 
Committee.

However, Bao made no bones 
about his skiing ability — or lack 
thereof. “I have never learned how 
to ski, but I am a craft lover, man, 
and boy,” he says, brimming with a 
genuine and abiding love of his 
craft.

scientists can get to know their 
migratory paths, living environ
ments and possible threats they 
may encounter.

The short message function 
provided by China’s BeiDou Navi
gation Satellite System enables 
the collar to transmit and receive 
signals in real time. Even when 
the communication network sig
nal is poor, collars with BeiDou 
chips can send back the positions 
of the wild camels through Chi
nese satellites. Sitting in his office 
in Beijing, Liu can also obtain 
information about the surround
ing environment on his computer, 
including temperature, vegeta
tion, and water sources.

His latest discovery is that the 
suitable habitat range has shrunk 
greatly due to climate change, and 
that wild camels have moved to the 
colder Altun Mountain Range in 
China, and higher-altitude regions 
in Mongolia as a result.

This implies that the animals 
may face more dangers, Liu says. 
For example, the narrowing habi
tats may lead to an increased 
chance of attacks by wolves, a 
reduction in drinking water and a 
higher risk of disease.

Liu is calling for an expansion of 
current protection zones and the 
establishment of a larger-scale 
national park for the wild camels. 
Meanwhile, he suggests the build
ing of a space-air-ground integrated 
monitoring system, which will use

math, Zhuang also gave fine arts 
and music classes to the students, 
into which he put a great deal of 
time and preparation.

Furthermore, he put a focus on 
student health.

Due to the tough working envi
ronment, Zhuang developed seri
ous arthritis and heart disease.

After the Xiangyang village 
school was closed in 2017, Zhuang 
and his students were integrated 
into the township’s central primary 
school.

He became tire head teacher of 
grade-one students, teaching Chi
nese language and math.

“The teaching environment has 
greatly improved and I have more 
time and energy for my work,” he 

remote sensing satellites in space, 
aircraft in the sky, and wireless 
smart sensors on the ground, to 
strengthen observation capabilities. 

For Liu, it is worth the significant 
sci-tech effort to study such a rare 
species. Scientists have found that 
the DNA of the wild camel is 2 to 3 
percent different from that of 
domesticated camels, while the 
DNA difference between humans 
and chimpanzees is only 1 percent. 
Wild camels are more resilient in 
harsh environments, and some 
researchers believe that their genes 
may provide useful insight for the 
treatment of cancer and diabetes.

Liu admitted that it would take a 
long time for humans to fully 
understand this rare species. Much 
is unknown about its population, 
distribution and habits. The 
6O-year-old Chinese researcher 
plans to enhance cooperation with 
his Mongolian counterparts to 
boost wild camel protection this 
year, and to apply the tracking tech
niques to the study of other species. 

“I like to explore the unknown,” 
Liu says.

More than 40 BeiDou navigation 
satellites are currently operating in 
orbit. China will launch three to five 
more this year to enhance its con
stellation. Liu says wildlife protec
tion and research will become more 
precise and efficient with the help 
of technology.

ver the past 37 years, 
Zhuang Yuanjun has 
been devoted to his posi
tion working in the

rural area of Linjiang city in 
Northeast China’s Jilin province, 
where he has helped more than 
200 students leave the remote 
mountain region.

Born into a rural family in 
Luannitang tillage of Liudaogou 
township in Linjiang in 1963, Zhu
ang was appointed to teach at the 
village primary school after his 
graduation from senior high school 
in 1986.

Zhuang was the only teacher at 
the school and, from then on, his 
life has been tightly linked to his 
students.

“I wouldn’t exactly call it a 
school,” he says. “There was only a 
small room, which was used as both 
a classroom and the teacher’s office. 
All the students of different grades 
had to have lessons in the same 
classroom.”

He divided the blackboard into 
different sections for students from 
different grades and alternated les
sons between them.

During his spare time, Zhuang 
tried to improve conditions at the 
school.

“The schoolhouse was so shabby 
that I asked my relatives to help fix 
the walls and build two latrines 
with wooden boards,” he says. “To 
save coal in the winter, sometimes I 
took my students to pick up fallen 
tree branches in the mountains aft
er school.”

In 1991, when Zhuang got the 
opportunity to work at the town
ship government, he hesitated.

‘To be honest, it was really tough 
to teach at the village school, but if I 
left, there might not be anyone to 
teach the students,” he says. “Final
ly, I decided to give up the opportu
nity and stayed.”

In 2006, as the number of students 
attending rural schools in the town
ship had seen a continuous drop, 
some tillage schools were closed, 
including Zliuang’s. His students 
were integrated into Liudaogou 
township’s central primary school.

Meanwhile, a school in the town
ship’s Xiangyang village was 
reserved for first and second 
grades, but, following the retire
ment of a stand-in teacher, there 
was no one to fill the gap.

After hearing of the opening, 
Zhuang applied for the position in 
Xiangyang and became, once again, 
the only teacher at the school.

At that time, Zhuang lived in a 
township 18 kilometers from the 
school.

Without any public transporta
tion, Zhuang had to ride to work on 
a motorcycle every day, no matter 
how bad the weather was.

‘The mountain path was quite 
steep and it took me at least one 
hour each way,” he says. “I couldn’t 
remember how many times I fell 
from the motorcycle and got hurt. 

“However, there was no other 
choice — the children were my 
responsibility,” he adds.

Besides Chinese language and

In the office of remote sensing 
scientist Liu Shaochuang, there is a 
huge photograph of a camel he 
snapped a decade ago in the Xinji
ang Uygur autonomous region. 
Wearing camouflage, he crouched 
for hours by a pool of water in the 
Gobi Desert to capture the image.

This is the subject of his research. 
Since 2012, he has led a team in 

tracking and studying wild camels 
using satellite remote sensing tech
nology. Unlike zoologists who 
focus on species, Liu has studied 
the interrelationship between 
endangered animals and their 
environment, which he believes 
will help develop better protection 
strategies in the face of climate 
change.

In the run-up to World Wildlife 
Day on March 3, Liu’s research 
came under the spotlight, as it was 
held up as a successful example of 
how advanced space technology 
can benefit animal protection 
efforts on Earth.

Liu works at the Aerospace 
Information Research Institute of 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 
His studies have covered many 
fields, including polar region scien
tific expeditions and mapping the 
headwaters of great rivers across 
the globe, while he has also devel
oped the navigation and localiza
tion systems for China’s lunar 
rovers and Mars rover.

His interest in wild camels began 
when his team tested a prototype

“In my childhood, I always com
plained that my father was seldom 
around, because he went to work 
early and came back late,” she 
says. “When I grew up, I gradually 
realized that, as a teacher, he con
sidered his students to be the most 
important part of his life.”

Following in her father’s foot
steps, Zhuang Hewei became a 
teacher at the same school after 
passing the recruitment exam in 
2020.

“I hope I can become as excel
lent a teacher as my father and 
help more students seek a bright 
future,” she says.

design of the lunar rover Yutu in 
tire desert. Living in the harsh 
deserts in northwestern China and 
southwestern Mongolia, the even
toed camel is listed as critically 
endangered by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature. 
Experts estimate that the popula
tion of this species is currently less 
than 1,000, of which around 650 
are in China.

“Ten years ago, the research 
relied solely on human observa
tion, (which was) very primitive,” 
Liu says. Because wild Bactrian 
camels are fully migratory and can 
travel over long distances, scien
tists used to learn their habits by 
studying hoof prints and drop
pings. It was hard to find one camel 
in the desert, let alone track it.

But, Liu thought his expertise in 
satellite navigation and remote 
sensing might come in useful in 
the study of wild camels.

It was not easy at first. Liu 
learned zoology from scratch. His 
team had to spend several weeks 
each year braving dust and sand
storms in the vastness of the Gobi 
Desert seeking out camels. A scar 
on his right eyebrow is the result of 
a rollover accident on a rugged 
mountain road in Xinjiang.

“The most thrilling moment was 
attaching trackers to the wild cam
els,” Liu recalls. On Maj' 6, 2012, 
Liu’s team, for the first time, suc
ceeded in putting a satellite posi
tioning collar on a wild camel — a 

Six years ago, one of his friends 
returned from a skiing trip to the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region, one of the most popular 
domestic winter sports destina
tions for Chinese skiing enthusi
asts, and left him a broken ski to 
repair.

“At that time, almost no one in 
Northwest China knew how to 
maintain snowboards or skis,” 
recalls Bao. “Most of my tools were 
new, and it took me a whole week 
to complete. I didn’t expect my 
friend to be satisfied.”

Since then, like a downhill racer 
speeding down the piste, Bao’s 
enthusiasm for ski maintenance 
and the business has been moving 
at speed. In 2019, Bao quit his pre
vious job and opened Qinghai’s 
first skiing club with a friend in 
Xining, the provincial capital. 
Over the past six years, he has 
repaired over 2,000 snowboards 
and become well-known in the ski
ing community in the northwest. 

Pouring time and money into 
learning the characteristics of 
different skis, scenarios, and 
maintenance tools, the difficulty 
in carving out his second career 
did not deter him from chasing 
success and enjoying his work. 
The pursuit led to deep scars on 
his hands from saws and files, 
but more importantly, valuable 
experience.

“The maintenance requires 
intricate craftsmanship and toler
ance for solitude,” says Bao, with a 
focused gaze as he checks the 
smoothness of the edges and the 
flatness of the board.

“For top-level skiers, the quality 
of waxing can affect their perform
ance significantly,” he adds.

Bao says that his club’s member
ship has increased from dozens to 
some 1,400, with a skiing culture 
being cultivated among them.

“Snow enthusiasts have been 
improving their skills and aware
ness of snowboard maintenance, 
which has also driven me to 
improve,” he says.

■<

Remote sensing scientist Liu 
Shaochuang during work in the 
isolated ranges of the Tangula 
Mountains in Amdo county, 
Tibet autonomous region, where 
his team confirmed the 
headwater of the Nujiang River. 
SHUI XIAOJIE/ CHINA NEWS SERVICE

female — in Xinjiang’s Lop Nur 
Desert.

The tracking collar, equipped 
with special receivers, weighs 
only a few hundred grams. It can 
detach automatically and will not 
have a negative impact on the 
daily lives of the animals. Accord
ing to Liu, at least seven wild 
camels are currently fitted with 
tracking collars, and their loca
tions are transmitted via satellite 
every day. Based on tracking data,

■

The maintenance
requires intricate 
craftsmanship and 
tolerance for 
solitude.”

Educator overcomes various challenges to put his students first, 
report Zhou Huiying and Liu Mingtai in Changchun.

Self-taught 
ski repairer

Above: Zhuang Yuanjun gives a math lesson at the primary school of Xiangyang village in Liudaogou township of Linjiang city, Jilin
province, in 2017. Below: Zhuang delivers an art lesson at the school, photos provided to china daily
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I play to write history, says
record-breaker Mbappe

Superstar becomes PSG’s all-time top scorer ahead of Bayern showdown
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‘Emotional’ Arteta savors Arsenal s euphoric comeback
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Jones cements GOAT status with
r7emphatic heavyweight triumph
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ure to progress to the quarterfinals 
in Europe would put a major damp
ener on the end of its season.

he could be just as successful at the 
highest weight, and that for sure 
would erase any remaining doubts 
about his place in history.

The swiftness of this victory 
cemented that legacy.

There were questions whether so 
much time off would affect Jones’ 
effectiveness, and he spent time at 
his home in Albuquerque, New Mex
ico, to prepare for this night. His last 
fight was Feb 8, 2020, a unanimous 
decision over Dominick Reyes.

“I had to show up and get him 
down to the ground,” Jones said. “I 
have been wrestling since I was 12 
years old. I feel stronger than ever. 
Once I got him in my hands, I knew I 
could take control.”

The victory extended Jones’ 
record unbeaten streak to 19 in a 
row, and he improved to 27-1 with 
one no-contest.

Jones said he next wants Stipe 
Miocic, who is the second-ranked

contender and who Jones called the 
greatest heavyweight ever.

France’s Gane, 32, was the top- 
ranked heavyweight contender. His 
record dropped to 11-2.

In the co-main event in a women’s 
bout, sixth-ranked Alexa Grasso 
(16-3) of Mexico submitted champi
on Valentina Shevchenko (23-4) of 
Kyrgyzstan by 4:34 of the fourth 
round to capture the belt.

“I feel like this is a dream,” Grasso 
said. “I’ve dreamed of this moment.” 

Shevchenko, 34, had won her pre
vious eight title matches and was in 
control of this one through three 
rounds by dictating the action and 
repeatedly taking Grasso to the 
floor. Grasso, however, got Shev
chenko to the mat late in the fourth 
when the now former champ went 
for a back kick. Then Grasso, 29, put 
Shevchenko in a position where she 
was forced to tap out.

Middleweight Bo Nickal, 27, won

LAS VEGAS — Jon ‘Bones’ Jones 
ended a three-year sabbatical from 
the Ultimate Fighting Champion
ship, moved up to its highest weight 
class and emphatically won the 
heavyweight belt on Saturday night 
with a first-round submission over 
Ciryl Gane.

The 35-year-old Jones took Gane 
to the mat just a little more into the 
first round, and won with a guillo
tine choke at 2:04 in UFC 285. 

“I’m so excited,” Jones said. “I’ve 
been working for this for a long 
time. A lot of people thought I 
wasn’t coming back. I’m being faith
ful to my goal, faithful to my mis
sion.”

For Jones, this was his first fight 
in three years and his first in the 
heavyweight division. The former 
light heavyweight champion is 
regarded as UFC’s greatest of all 
time.

Jones, however, wanted to prove

LONDON — When Reiss Nelson’s 
thunderbolt bulged the net in the 
seventh minute of stoppage time to 
seal a thrilling 3-2 victory for Arse
nal over Bournemouth on Saturday 
manager Mikel Arteta admits he 
lost all sense of control.

As home fans in the Emirates Sta
dium went berserk, Arsenal’s substi
tutes streamed onto the pitch, 
Nelson karate kicked the corner flag 
and Arteta was overcome with 
euphoria.

No wonder, because victory from 
a 2-0 deficit kept Arsenal five points 
clear of Manchester City at the top of 
the Premier League with both sides 
having 12 games left.

Arteta, who was not his usual

moment in the title race. 
“I think they win the league,” Mer- 

son told Sky Sports. “They just keep 
on going and don’t know when 
they’re beaten.

“It’s four (Premier League wins) 
on the trot and you’ve got to remem
ber the roll they were on before they 
started winning those games. They 
went 1-0 down at Villa after 10 min
utes when they hadn’t won for three 
games, had just been well-beaten by 
Man City and they bounced back.” 

Arsenal’s next three league games 
are against Fulham, Crystal Palace 
and Leeds United before a trip to 
Liverpool.

It was an extraordinary day, a beau
tiful experience.”

It was the kind of result that can 
often be pivotal in title races and the 
mood among fens streaming out at 
the end was that Arsenal is in sight 
of its first title since 2004.

The way the Gunners responded 
after conceding a goal after just 10 
seconds and then going 2-0 down 
before the hour mark when Marcos 
Senesi headed in was magnificent 

Thomas Partey and substitute 
Ben White tied the game before Nel
son, who also came off the bench, 
fired home with what was almost 
the last kick of the game.

Former Arsenal title winner Paul 
Merson said it was a massive

Kylian Mbappe celebrates scoring Paris Saint-Germain's fourth goal with Timothee Pembele (right) against Nantes on Saturday. The strike 
was Mbappe’s 201st goal for PSG and saw him become the club's all-time top scorer. Reuters

Jon 'Bones' Jones of the US celebrates after defeating Ciryl Gane of France to claim the UFC heavyweight 
title in Las Vegas on Saturday, ap

calm self on the sideline throughout 
the game, conceded it was the most 
emotional moment he had experi
enced as Arsenal manager.

“It was probably the loudest and 
most emotional moment we have 
lived together,” he said. “The jour
ney that we’ve been on together and 
how the supporters and team are 
together, adding the important 
moment we had today, it was very 
special.

“(When die winner went in) you 
lose sight of where you are. I started 
to ran and I didn’t really know 
where I was running to! But just 
looking in the feces of everybody, 
the staff, the players, our fens with 
that joy in their eyes, it’s great to live.

charged with rape by French police 
following accusations made by a 
24-year-old woman.

Neymar was also a spectator and 
will not be back for the match 
against Bayern, while centerback 
Presnel Kimpembe is set to miss the 
remainder of the season with an

ing to come off.
Before the game there was a min

ute’s applause for Just Fontaine, the 
legendary former France striker 
who scored 13 goals at the 1958 
World Cup and who passed away on 
Wednesday aged 89.

Fontaine also coached PSG, lead-
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Kylian Mbappe hoists a trophy 
to mark his feat in becoming 
PSG’s record scorer. Reuters

ing the club to promotion to the top 
tier of French soccer in 1974.

The Parisians went ahead in the 
12th minute, with Messi turning in a 
deflected low cross from Nuno Men
des to score his 13 th Ligue 1 goal this 
season.

The unfortunate Hadjam’s own
goal had PSG cruising, but a Blas 
shot that surprised Gianluigi Don- 
narumma just after the half-hour 
mark brought Nantes back into the 
game and Cameroonian fonvard 
Ganago’s header made it 2-2 before 
the break.

PSG had also blown a two-goal 
lead in its last home game against 
Lille two weeks ago before recover
ing to win 4-3, and it repeated the 
feat on Saturday with Mbappe play
ing a starring role.

His assist was headed in by Dani
lo to make it 3-2 just before the host 
was awarded a penalty for a foul on 
Mukiele, only for a VAR check to 
rule that the contact had taken place 
outside the box.

It looked like Mbappe would be 
made to wait for his record before he 
struck right at the end with a finish 
on the turn.

Earlier, Lens missed the chance to 
climb above Marseille into second 
place as it drew 1-1 at home to north
ern rival Lille, for whom star Canada 
forward Jonathan David grabbed 
the equalizer.

Hakimi sidelined
Injured Moroccan star Achiaf 

Hakimi watched from the stands at 
Parc des Princes a day after he was

1
r*

Legend remembered
Coach Christophe Galtier lost two 

more defenders to injury in the sec
ond half against Nantes, with skip
per Marquinhos and stand-in 
rightback Nordi Mukiele both hav-

his UFC debut, submitting Jamie Penn State. He moved to 4-0 overall; with actor Jake Gyllenhaal portray- 
Pickett,34,byarmtriangleat2:54of Pickett is 13-9. Scenes of the remake ing an MMA fighter.
the first round. Nickal won three of1989 movie Road House we re shot
NCAA wrestling championships at in between action in the octagon,

PARIS — Kylian Mbappe became 
Paris Saint-Germain’s all-time top 
scorer with his 201st goal for the 
club as the Ligue 1 leader warmed 
up for its crunch trip to Bayern 
Munich with a 4-2 win over Nantes 
on Saturday.

The France superstar had equaled 
Edinson Cavani’s previous record 
mark of200 goals with a brace in the 
recent win at Marseille and went 
one better by netting in stoppage 
time at Parc des Princes.

“I was still a young player when I 
arrived here. I’ve learned a lot here,” 
Mbappe said after his 247th game 
with PSG. “I play to write history, 
and I always said that I want to do it 
here, in France, in its capital city.... 
It’s a personal achievement but I 
also came here for collective 
achievements.”

PSG had earlier squandered a 
two-goal lead, with Lionel Messi 
putting it ahead and a Jaouen Had- 
jam own-goal making it 2-0 inside 17 
minutes before Nantes fought back 
to draw level.

Ludovic Blas pulled one back for 
the visitor and Ignatius Ganago 
equalized, but Mbappe set up Dani
lo Pereira to put PSG back in front 
on the hour mark and then claimed 
his record-breaking goal late on.

Mbappe reached the record in 
just 247 appearances since signing 
from Monaco aged 18 in 2017

Uruguay star Cavani needed 298 
games, and seven years, to establish 
the previous record in 2020.

The 24-year-old Mbappe was 
handed a trophy by the club after 
the game to mark his record in an 
on-field presentation.

“I play to make history and I have 
always said I wanted to make histo
ry in France, in the capital of my 
country, in my city, and I am doing 
that. It’s magnificent, but there is 
still a lot to be done,” Mbappe, who 
finished the game as captain, told 
broadcaster Canal Plus.

“For me, as a native Parisian, this 
is special. If someone had said to me 
I would score the goal to beat the 
record while wearing the captain’s 
armband, I would not have believed 
it.”

The result saw PSG open up a lead 
of 11 points at the top of Ligue 1 
before nearest rival Marseille played 
on Sunday, and before the Qatar- 
owned club goes to Bayern for the 
second leg of its Champions League 
last-16 tie on Wednesday.

PSG trails 1-0 from the first leg 
against the Bavarian giant and fail-

■

Arsenal players wildly celebrate Reiss Nelson's last-gasp winner, 
which earned a 3-2 victory over Bournemouth on Saturday. Reuters
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