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In July 2022, the Nuclear Regu
lation Authority of Japan officially 
endorsed the discharge of con
taminated radioactive wastewater 
by Tokyo Electric Power Co from 
its wrecked Fukushima nuclear 
plant into the Pacific Ocean start
ing this year.

The date is approaching when 
the world will pay too high a price 
for Japan’s irresponsible act. The 
decision by the government of 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to 
discharge the radioactive water 
from the nuclear plant into the 
ocean despite fierce opposition 
from home and abroad has 
undone decades of efforts in creat
ing a global image of a leading 
environmental nation.

During the past several decades, 
Japan has made strenuous efforts 
to build itself into “a leading envi
ronmental nation” with a first- 
mover advantage, and has used the 
label in promoting its domestically 
produced agricultural, forestry and

fishery products. Furthermore, 
with such measures as making fine 
products, deep processing and 
brand marketing, Japan has pro
moted its agricultural, forestry and 
fishery products to take the high- 
end approach, gradually becoming 
synonymous with high-end, expen
sive and premium farm produce.

However, in the wake of the 2011 
Fukushima nuclear disaster, farm 
produce from the eight prefectures 
surrounding the Fukushima Daii
chi Nuclear Power Plant — Aomo
ri, Iwate, Miyagi, Fukushima, 
Ibaraki, Tochigi, Gunma and Chiba 
— has been rejected by domestic 
and overseas markets over food 
safety concerns. In particular, the 
fisheries and agriculture sectors in 
Fukushima Prefecture, which has 
long been famous for its agricul
ture, suffered drastically from the 
nuclear accident and were almost 
destroyed.

To this end, over the past more 
than 10 years, the Japanese gov
ernment has carried out such 
activities as decontamination, land 
rehabilitation, test fishing and 
food safety tests. In addition, Japa
nese prime ministers have gone all 
out to promote food produced in 
Fukushima.

And there will surely be conflict and 
confrontation,” he said.

Qin said that the US’ so-called 
competition is “a reckless gamble 
with the stakes being the fundamen
tal interests of the two peoples and 
even the future of humanity. Natural
ly, China is firmly opposed to all this.” 

He urged the United States to 
meet China halfway to put China-US

relations back on the right track.
Regarding China-Russia relations, 

Qin said that the two countries have 
found a path of major-country rela
tions featuring strategic trust and 
good neighborliness, setting a good 
example for international relations.

Some countries, which are 
inclined to view China-Russia rela
tions through the lens of Cold War
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China’s growth target of around 
5 percent for 2023 is reasonable 
and achievable, as it conforms to 
the nation’s economic trends and 
will foster high-quality develop
ment, the country’s top economic 
regulator said on Monday.

Analysts and business execu
tives expressed strong confidence 
in China’s economic prospects 
despite the pressures and challen
ges ahead, saying that the country 
has the capability to achieve the 
annual economic growth target 
amid improved domestic con
sumption and increased infra
structure spending.

Zhao Chenxin, deputy head of 
the National Development and 
Reform Commission, said that set
ting an annual growth target of 
around 5 percent can help guide 
various parties to focus on ensuring 
better quality and performance 
while promoting economic growth, 
form a new development pattern 
and foster high-quality develop
ment.

China’s 31 provincial-level regions
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Latest technology helps improve 
overall efficiency of mining industry

Remote area is transformed after 
a decade of embracing modern ways

President Xi Jinping reaffirmed on 
Monday the nation’s unwavering sup
port for the private sector, pledging 
steps to bolster the confidence of busi
nesses and entrepreneurs, reduce 
their burdens and promote their 
healthy and high-quality growth.

While taking part in a joint group 
meeting with national political 
advisers, Xi, who is also general sec
retary of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee and chair
man of the Central Military Com
mission, called for steps to improve 
the business environment for the 
private sector, remove institutional 
barriers to level the playing field for 
private businesses and protect their 
property rights and interests.

The political advisers, who are 
attending the first session of the 14th 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference, are from the China National 
Democratic Construction Associa
tion, one of China’s eight non-CPC 
political parties, and the All-China 
Federation of Industry and Com
merce, an organization with over 5 
million corporate members.

Xi spoke after six political advis
ers shared their views, and recalled 
the nation’s hard-won achievements 
in 2022 and over the past five years.

He noted that Western countries, 
led by the United States, have tried 
to contain and suppress China,

which has presented unprecedent
edly tough challenges to the nation’s 
development.

It is important to maintain com
posure and strategic resolve, pur
sue progress while ensuring 
stability, work proactively and in 
unity, and have the courage to car
ry on the fight in the face of pro
found and complex changes in the 
domestic and international land
scapes, he said.

He highlighted unity as the source 
of the nation’s strength, saying that 
China has been able to overcome 
various risks and challenges thanks 
to all its people striving in unity with 
a fighting spirit.

He warned that the nation could 
face more risks and challenges that 
could be even more difficult.

Only by all the people sticking 
together, standing in solidarity and 
staying courageous and capable can 
the nation secure new and greater 
victories, he said.

The private sector is a key 
strength for the CPC to rely on in 
its long-term governance, and 
uniting the nation to attain its two 
centenary goals, Xi said.

By XU WEI

xuwei@ chinadaily.com.cn

By OUYANG SHIJIA

ouyangshijia @ chinadaily, com .cn
the improvement in both property 
investment and consumption.

At Monday’s news conference, Li 
Chunlin, another deputy head of 
the NDRC, highlighted the strong 
recovery of mobility and the servi
ces industry since the Chinese 
New Year holiday, saying that con
sumption will serve as a main driv
ing force boosting China’s 
economic growth this year.

He said that the country will 
take steps to stabilize spending on 
big-ticket items, boost consump
tion in the services sector, increase 
people’s incomes through multiple 
channels, and encourage green 
consumption and new types of 
consumption, as well as support 
consumption in key fields includ
ing housing, new energy vehicles, 
care for the elderly and healthcare. 

Jeffery Liu, vice-president of 
United States-based materials sci
ence company Corning Inc, said 
that the company, which has bene
fited a lot from China’s reforms and 
opening-up in the past decades, is 
bullish about the country’s long
term prospects and sees huge 
growth potential in the ultra-large 
Chinese market.

at Nomura, said that China’s GDP 
growth target for 2023 is reasona
ble and rational, as the country’s 
economy is still expected to face 
multiple headwinds over the 
course of the year.

“We view it as a relatively con
servative but pragmatic proposal 
for delivering a healthy and organ
ic economic recovery from last 
year’s COVID disruptions, and we 
still see no sign of a massive stimu
lus program,” Lu said.

He said his team continues to 
expect China’s GDP growth to 
reach 5.3 percent this year from 3 
percent last year.

Given China’s optimized COVID- 
19 response measures and the sta
bility in its macro policies, Li Chao, 
chief economist at Zheshang Secu
rities, estimated that China’s econ
omy will likely expand by 5.1 
percent in 2023, above the annual 
growth target.

Li’s views were echoed by Luo 
Zhiheng, chief economist at Yuekai 
Securities, who expressed confi
dence that China will likely 
achieve its annual growth target of 
around 5 percent, mainly driven by 
infrastructure spending as well as

Pledge made to bolster business confidence, 
reduce burdens, ensure a level playing field
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Chinese Foreign Minister Qin 
Gang said on Tuesday that the United 
States’ so-called competition is an 
effort to contain and suppress China 
in all respects and get the two coun
tries locked in a zero-sum game.

Qin made the remarks at a news 
conference on the sidelines of the 
ongoing first session of the 14th 
National People’s Congress, the 
nation’s top legislature.

He said that the recent unmanned 
airship incident revealed something 
fundamental about China-US rela
tions. “In this case, the United States’ 
perception and views of China are 
seriously distorted. It regards China 
as its primary rival and the most con
sequential geopolitical challenge.

“This is like the first button in the 
shirt being put wrong. The result is 
that the US-China policy has entirely 
deviated from the rational and sound 
track.

“If the United States does not hit 
the brakes but continues to speed 
down the wrong path, no amount 
of guardrails can prevent derailing.

alliances, see nothing but their own 
image, Qin said.

“The China-Russia relationship 
is based on no alliance and no con
frontation, and it is not targeted at 
any third party. It is not a threat to 
any country, nor is it subject to any 
interference or discord sown by any 
third party.”

He said that with China and Rus
sia working together the world will 
have a driving force toward multi
polarity and greater democracy in 
international relations, and global 
strategic balance and stability will be 
better ensured. “The more unstable 
the world becomes, the more imper
ative it is for China and Russia to 
steadily advance their relations,” he 
said.

Speaking of China’s foreign policy, 
Qin said that China pursues an inde
pendent one of peace and the mutu
ally beneficial strategy of opening-up. 

It firmly opposes the Cold War 
mentality, camp-based confronta
tion and acts to contain and hold 
back other countries’ development, 
he said, adding, “We will resolutely 
safeguard China’s sovereignty, secu
rity and development interests.”

/
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Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang greets the media during a news 
conference on the sidelines of the first session of the 14th National 
People's Congress in Beijing on Tuesday, wangzhuangfei / china daily
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Protesters hold a rally against South Korea’s announcement of plans to compensate victims of Japan’s forced wartime labor outside the 
Foreign Ministry in Seoul on Monday, jung yeon-je / afp See story, page 6
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Nations reach deal 
to protect marine 
life on high seas
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A member of

on its mainland have set their 
growth targets for 2023, with 27 of 
them setting their growth targets 
higher than the national one and 23 
targeting at least 5.5 percent, Zhao 
said at a news conference in Beijing 
on Monday.

“Their (strong) confidence and 
pragmatic measures (to stabilize 
growth) have created conditions 
and laid a foundation for the 
nation to achieve its growth tar
get this year,” Zhao said. “We are 
confident of achieving the annual 
targets.”

Zhao said the country will main
ly focus on strengthening macro 
policy regulation, maintaining the 
continuity and consistency of mac
ro policies and ensuring that the 
implementation of the strategy to 
expand domestic demand is inte
grated with efforts to deepen sup
ply-side structural reform.

More efforts will be made to fur
ther unleash the potential of house
hold consumption, boost 
investment, expand high-standard 
opening-up and defuse risks in areas 
such as the property sector, finance 
and local government debt, he said.

Lu Ting, chief China economist
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Rituals, gatherings mark Tibetan New Year
Families in region make detailed plans for auspicious occasion that dates to the 11th century, or even earlier
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Altitude and harvest dictate timing of celebrations on plateau

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:44 PM

1.1

■

■

r-

Contact the writers at
pcdden_ nyima @chinadaily.com.cn

'J--.-

< •

heroes who fought in the conflict. 
Over time, this custom has been 

enriched with songs, dances, horse 
races, archery competitions and 
trade exchanges. Barley wine is also 
drunk to mark the occasion.

One of the most distinctive Kong- 
po Losar customs involves inviting a 
dog for a meal on New Year’s Eve, 
when people offer tsok, a plate of 
food and drinks, including pastries, 
meat, butter, cheese, brown sugar, 
dried fruit, apples, butter tea and 
barleywine.

Residents believe certain items 
chosen by a dog have different sig
nificant meanings. If the dog bites 
into a pancake, this indicates a 
better harvest in the new year. If 
the animal chooses butter or 
cheese, this means prosperity for 
animal husbandry, while a dried 
peach selected by the dog means 
happiness and health.

By DAQIONG and PAJLDEN
NYIMA in Lhasa

By DAQIONG and PALDEN
NYIMA in Lhasa

the festival as Sonam, or Farming 
Losar, while those in Nagchu call it 
Lochuang, or Pre-New Year.

Most activities for Sonam Losar 
and Lochuang are similar to those 
for Losar celebrations in Lhasa, but 
there are small differences — one of 
the biggest being timing. As a large 
area of Shigatse is devoted to farm
ing, which typically begins during 
the first month of the Tibetan calen
dar, the festival is celebrated a 
month earlier.

Males in Shigatse typically wash 
their hair on the 29 th day of the 12 th 
month of the Tibetan calendar to 
wash for good fortune in the coming 
year, but females are not expected to 
do so on this day, as this activity is 
considered inauspicious.

A religious dance known as a 
cham is also performed by monks at 
Tashilhunpo Monastery in Shigatse 
on the same day every year.

tries, including those originating 
from ancient Tibetan Bon religion. 

A droso chemar — a two-tier rec
tangular wooden box containing 
roasted barley and roasted barley 
flour mixed with butter — is placed 
on the offering table or in the dining 
room. The box is decorated with col
orful ears of barley and butter sculp
tures.

In some areas of Nyingchi city in 
eastern Tibet, Losar is celebrated 
during the 10th month of the Tibet
an calendar — the earliest Tibetan 
New Year — and is known as Kongpo 
Losar. Kongpo refers to people from 
some areas of Nyingchi.

According to local legend, a Kong
po king ordered his soldiers to fight 
enemies during the 10th month of 
the calendar. To prepare for battle, 
the king told his people to celebrate 
the festival two months earlier, a tra
dition that continues to honor the

Losar, or Tibetan New Year, is one 
of the most important festivals for 
Tibetans, as it signifies new hopes, 
expectations and good wishes.

Locals make numerous prepara
tions for the celebrations, which 
date to the 11th century or even earli
er, according to Tibetan scholars.

Yangchen Palmo, a researcher at 
the ChinaTibetology Research Cen
ter in Beijing, said, “Tibetan astron
omers formulated the theory for 
calculating the traditional Tibetan 
New Year in 1027 based on the theo
ries of five elements — water, wood, 
metal, earth and fire — and the 12 
animals of the zodiac based on tra
ditional Chinese cosmology and 
ancient Indian astrological theory. 

“At that time, 60 years was recog
nized as a cycle on the Tibetan cal
endar. The year 1027 — the Fire 
Rabbit Year on the calendar — was 
chosen as the first year of the first 
cycle. Since then, Tibetan New Year 
has become a traditional festival,” 
she said.

Losar is celebrated not only in 
China, but by Tibetan communities 
worldwide, and was listed as one of 
the nation’s national intangible cul
tural heritage items in 2011.

Most people in the Tibet autono
mous region mark Losar, also 
known as Gyalpo Losar, on the first 
day of the first month of the Tibetan 
calendar.

However, residents in Shigatse 
and Nagchu celebrate Losar at the 
start of the 12th month. Those in 
Shigatse call it Sonam, or Farming 
Losar, while people in Nagchu refer 
to it as Lochuang, or Pre-New Year. 

People in eastern Nyingchi cele
brate Losar in the 10th month of the 
Tibetan calendar and call it Kongpo 
Losar — with Kongpo referring to 
those living in different areas of 
Nyingchi. Some places in the 
region’s Ngari prefecture mark 
Losar in the lltli month of the cal
endar.

In Lhasa, the regional capital, 
Losar fell on Feb 21 this year, but the 
celebrations began up to two days 
beforehand.

Many preparations for Losar 
reflect the region’s unique and rich 
traditional cultures.

People choose a date a few days 
before Losar to clean their homes. 
This date is usually selected based 
on the Tibetan calendar, and monks

♦
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decisions, while a wool filling indi
cates a good heart, and a paper fill
ing means a person is gullible.

Hearty pots ofguthuk are enjoyed 
during Losar, and the ritual 
involved in making this meal is also

roasted barley flour mixed with but
ter — is among the objects placed on 
the offering table or in the dining 
room.

Auspicious designs adorn the 
droso chemar, which is decorated 
with colorful ears of barley. It also 
features tsedro, a wooden section 
that includes sculptures of the sun, 
moon and Tibetan patterns made 
from yak butter and pigments. 
Nyemo county, Tibet, is knowm par
ticularly for making tsedro.

A sheep’s head is another auspi
cious New Year item forTibetans, as 
it is used both as a decoration and a 
meal during the celebrations.

In the Tibetan language, a sheep’s 
head is known as lukgo, which is 
similar to /o’go, or the start of a year, 
and symbolizes a good beginning 
and prosperity from livestock.

Locally produced highland barley 
wine typically offered in silver-plat
ed wooden bowls is also used to cel
ebrate Losar, along with air-dried 
yak meat. The meat is bought in 
winter and hung in the wind for sev
eral weeks. Most families offer this 
dish to their guests, and take small
er pieces of the meat with them to 
family gatherings.

Local pastries are made and trad
ed during Losar. Dough balls pro
duced from wheat flour and 
rapeseed oil are used to make the 
pastiy, which is pressed into sheets. 
The dough is then cut into various 
shapes, which are fried in oil.

People also place a flowerpot con
taining green shoots from grain in 
their shrine room or living room 
during Losar — a tradition known 
as lophud, which refers to a new' 
offering and symbolizes a bumper 
harvest in the new year.

On the third day of Losar, resi
dents hang prayer flags on their roof 
or on top of a hill. The flags are 
expected to bring peace, happiness, 
good fortune and health for all.

In addition to rituals, feasts and 
family gatherings, new year galas 
are organized in most places. Cham, 
& religious dance ritual, is per
formed by monks in some monas
teries, and numerous other rituals 
and activities take place.

Besides dancing, singing and 
gatherings, Losar activities in some 
parts of the region include horse 
racing, rolling dice and hosting 
Tibetan opera performances.

J

sharp tongue, but a soft heart.”
According to Tibetan beliefs, if a 

person picks a dough ball that is too 
salty, it means he or she is lazy. 
Selecting one made with beans indi
cates a person is not good at making

Left: Dancers perform in Tashi Choten village, Nedong county, Tibet autonomous region, during Tibetan New Year, provided to china daily Center: Traditional ceremonial scarves are presented to villagers in Pari 
Tibetan autonomous county. Gansu province, during Tibetan New Year celebrations on Feb 21. provided to china daily Right: Residents hang prayer flags on top of Ngachen Hill in Lhasa, capital of Tibet, as part of 
New Year activities, pengbo tashi tsering / for china daily

celebrating Losar earlier than other 
areas was passed down due to cli
matic variations.

Kunsang Lhamo, w'ho lives in 
Burang, said distinctive Losar cus
toms in the area include making a 
stew knowm as guthuk from rice, 
instead of flour, which is commonly 
used for this purpose in most parts 
ofTibet.

“Burang is close to Nepal, and as 
rice lias long been a staple food in 
this area, it is chosen as one of the 
main ingredients for guthuk” she 
said.

“Dressed in her best clothes on the 
night guthuk is eaten, the mother of 
a family presents a spoonful of the 
stew to a door, a pillar and the door
step as an offering.”

Most counties and districts in the 
cities of Shigatse and Nagchu cele
brate Losar at the start of the 12th 
month. Shigatse residents refer to

OULj; ■

Celebrations marking Losar, or 
Tibetan New Year, are held at differ
ent times on the Tibetan plateau, 
depending on altitude and harvest 
time, but each area boasts unique 
traditions.

Most people in the Tibet autono
mous region celebrate Losar on the 
first day of the first month of the 
Tibetan calendar, and it is the most 
popular and typical festival herald
ing the start of a new year in the 
area.

Gyalpo Losar is marked in most 
places in the region and also in some 
Tibetan areas of Qjnghai, Gansu, 
Sichuan and Yunnan provinces.

In Lhasa, the regional capital, 
Losar activities include preparing a 
vase of green barley seedlings at 
home, making various-shaped pas-

The strange thing is that dogs 
rarely select meat on this night, but if 
one of them does, this is a sign that 
something terrible will take place in 
the coming year. Local people 
believe these dogs are commanded 
by the gods.

Archery is another special tradi
tion for Kongpo Losar. On the sec
ond day of the new year, villagers 
stage an archery contest on open 
ground, with women offering delica
cies and wine to the men while 
watching the game.

In Burang county, Ngari prefec
ture, Losar is celebrated during the 
11th month of the Tibetan calendar 
— the second-earliest new year. 
According to local legend, people in 
this area were called on to battle an 
enemy, and King Norsang told them 
to celebrate the New Year before 
waging war.

Local elders said the tradition of

a way to educate the younger gener
ation in choosing between good and 
bad.

Shrine table
The 30th day of the 12th month 

on the Tibetan calendar marks 
Namgang, or New Year’s Eve, one of 
the busiest days of the year for fami
lies making preparations. In addi
tion to cleaning, derkha, or various 
food and objects, are placed on an 
offering table in the family shrine 
room.

On the first day of Losar, resi
dents usually prefer to stay at home, 
while from the second day, they wel
come each other for gatherings.

Those working in government 
sectors in cities are given a seven- 
day holiday for Losar in addition to 
the weeklong Spring Festival vaca
tion. In rural areas, the celebrations 
may last for 15 days.

Items offered on the shrine table 
include fruit, a tea leaf “brick”, but
ter and salt A droso chemar — a 
tw'o-tier rectangular wooden box 
containing roasted barley and

Residents offer barley wine to each other during Tibetan New Year
in Lhasa, pengbo tashi tsering / for china daily

are asked for advice on which day 
the ceremony should be held.

Known as dudchak, or cleanup, 
the ceremony must only be held on 
certain days of the Tibetan calendar. 

On the day selected, family mem
bers empty their household trash in 
a certain direction outside their 
home, with the direction varying 
each year. Tibetan people believe 
that cleaning on a certain day 
brings them good luck and drives 
away evil in the coming 12 months. 

On the 29th day of the 12th 
month in the Tibetan calendar, just 
before Losar, people traditionally 
eat guthuk, a stew with nine ingre
dients, to prepare for a fruitful new 
year.

The stew is prepared from yak 
meat, cheese, vegetables, dough 
balls, with some of the latter con
taining symbolic ingredients such 
as salt, pepper and beans, or even 
thread, wool, paper and coal dust. 

Dekyi Drolma, a Lhasa resident, 
said: “Every ingredient has a mean
ing. If you taste a dough ball made 
with pepper, it means you have a
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Crowds attend a horse race to celebrate Tibetan New Year in Lhasa on Feb 23. pengbo tashi tsering / for china daily
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Currently, the price squeeze of 
Fukushima farm produce, 
because of reputational damage 
from radiation stigma, has been 
substantially improved. Howev
er, the Kishida government’s 
decision to dump the radioactive 
water into the ocean regardless 
of strong opposition both at 
home and abroad could once 
again deal a heavy blow to 
Japan’s agricultural, forestry and 
fishery products.

Japan’s neighboring countries 
have expressed strong opposi
tion to the discharge of toxic 
water into the Pacific Ocean, 
while some countries that always 
emphasize that environmental 
protection comes first have 
turned a deaf ear to Japan’s irre
sponsible act.

The United States has lifted all 
of its restrictions on imports of 
food products from Japan estab
lished in the wake of the 2011 
Fukushima nuclear disaster, 
including rice and beef from 
Fukushima. In the meantime, the 
US Food and Drug Administra
tion lias strengthened supervi
sion of food imports from Japan 
to protect domestic consumers 
from radioactive harm. The 
US-Japan alliance on global envi
ronmental issues has further torn

off its “fig leaf” and showcased its 
hypocrisy on the environment 

If Japan eventually executes 
long-term dumping of large 
amounts of nuclear-contaminated 
water into the marine ecological 
system, it will inevitably exact an 
adverse impact on the ecological 
environment in the Pacific Ocean 
and on human health. All coun
tries concerned must join hands 
to demand that Japan provide 
such information as the truth 
about the discharge and the real 
efficiency data of the purification 
equipment.

Furthermore, they should sup
port Pacific countries and their 
peoples in filing lawsuits against 
the Japanese government and 
Tokyo Electric Power Co. 

We hope that the Japanese gov
ernment could truly act from the 
perspective of a community with 
a shared future for humanity, and 
reformulate a science-based, 
open, transparent, safe and 
responsible plan to properly 
respond to global concerns.

Wu Huaizhong is deputy director 
and a research fellow at the Insti
tute of Japanese Studies of the Chi
nese Academy of Social Sciences. 
Chen Xiang is an associate
research fellow at the institute. 
The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

He stressed the need to guaran
tee a level playing field for private 
businesses and State-owned enter
prises through lawsand institution
al arrangements, encourage the 
private sector and its enterprises to 
grow larger and further lift market 
expectations and confidence.

More effective measures must 
be adopted to support the growth 
of smaller enterprises and self-em
ployed individuals, while platform 
companies will be encouraged to 
play a greater role in creating jobs, 
boosting consumption and in 
international competition, he said. 

Xi encouraged private business
es to transform their pattern of 
growth, adjust their industrial 
structure, focus on their main 
business portfolios and follow a 
path of high-quality development. 

Capable businesses should 
enhance their independent inno
vation and contribute more to the 
nation’s science and technology 
self-reliance as well as the commer
cial application of research out
comes, he said.

To spur private investment, the 
government should attract the
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Scholar says Washington misleading 
other countries on the Taiwan question

By ZHANG YUNBI
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Agency, China sent a record num
ber of 151,690 students to the UK in 
2021-22, more than any other coun
try or region, including the Europe
an Union.

While visitors from emerging 
markets are usually “very London
centric” one of the “peculiarities of 
the China market” is that the Chi
nese people are “adventurous” and 
like to explore, Yates said. “If they 
stay for, say, 16 days, they areabso- 
lutely going to travel around the 
country”, she added.

Yates believes there is a huge 
pent-up demand for travel in Chi
na, and the UK is still on the wish 
list of Chinese travelers based on 
the agency’s post-COVID research. 
She reckons Windsor will be on 
the top of the list for Chinese holi
daymakers when they return to 
the UK, given their strong interest 
in royal heritage and since the cor
onation of King Charles III is 
scheduled for May.

VisitBritain recently launched 
its new multimillion pound inter
national marketing campaign for 
2023 to drive up tourism. Yates 
said the campaign title — “Which 
part of Britain is your cup of tea?” 
— will in particular resonate with 
the Chinese.
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“Tea is something we have in 
common with China. ... What we 
have done is look at experiences in 
Britain and then teas have been 
made to reflect those experien
ces,” she said. “It is very quirky, 
very British, and that sense of 
humor I think appeals to the Chi
nese market.”

China was the world’s largest 
outbound tourism market in 2019, 
with 166 million overseas trips 
made by the Chinese people and 
involving a total expenditure of 
$255 billion, according to the Unit
ed Nations World Tourism Organi
zation.

Many experts say new travel pat
terns will emerge among Chinese 
tourists in the post-pandemic era, 
with new habits developed and 
new tastes acquired during domes
tic travel in the past three years 
likely to have a spillover effect on 
their travels abroad.

Yates echoed the view, saying 
“there will be a growing desire for 
the countryside and more empha
sis on personal well-being, some
thing that Britain can cater for 
very well”.

With visas needing renewal and 
direct flights yet to resume, the Vis
itBritain chief said it will take some 
time to see Chinese tourists return
ing to the UK in large numbers. The 
total number of visits is expected to 
reach its pre-COVID level by 2026, 
according to the agency.

“Once China comes back, it’ll 
come back with a roar. The poten
tial for growth is absolutely there,” 
Yates said.

travel.... We are trying to ... 
grow value back as quickly 
as we can,” said Patricia Yates, CEO 
of VisitBritain.

“We particularly like the Chinese 
market because they (Chinese tour
ists) spend a lot on their trips and 
stay longer. When we are rebuilding 
a sustainable and resilient industry, 
people who stay longer are obviously 
the people that we are trying to 
attract,” she added.

In 2019, more than 880,000 peo
ple came to the UK from China, 
staying 16.33 nights on average and 
spending l,937pounds ($2,330) per

political parties and lawmakers to 
keep a cool head and think twice on 
the potential strategic risks brought 
by backpedaling on the one-China 
principle,” he added.

Yang noted China’s own unstop
pable pace in advancing its own 
development and its dedication to 
peaceful reunification, as reflected 
in the Government Work Report 
delivered on Sunday by Premier Li 
Keqiang.

“Those foreign political bodies 
and figures attempting to add winds 
and tides to the cross-Straits situa
tion for their own domestic political 
interests in the short run are actual
ly running against China, taking 
part in political farces and losing 
long-term interests,” he said.

The scholar urged such political 
players to “restrain the devil or mis
conception in their hearts and have 
a good look at the reality that China 
and the Communist Party of China 
enjoy a great track record and credi
bility in ensuring peace, as testified 
to by the past century.”

In contrast to China’s pursuit of 
peace, the US narratives and dis
course regarding Taiwan are mis
leading other countries, legislative 
bodies and members of the public 
who are not familiar with the Tai

wan question, he added.
Yang said that Washing

ton’s approach to the Tai
wan question is subject to 
its domestic political land
scape and the interests of 
political parties.

“It is the Chinese gov
ernment that always has 
the big picture in mind. 
The peaceful reunification 
is intended for the safety 
and happiness of people 

across the Straits, for the overall 
prosperity in the region, and for 
championing the contemporary 
international law system,” he said.

Beijing knows clearly the com
plexity of the Taiwan question in the 
context of China-US relations, and 
its approach to the question is com
prehensive, holistic and, more 
important, responsible, the CASS 
scholar said.

“Being responsible does not mean 
that China will back off in terms of 
sovereignty. The country is always 
serious about its policies and 
responses concerning security and 
stability?’ he said.

“When our sovereignty suffers a 
major infringement, the Chinese will 
not retreat. History has proved that 
we will make a resolute, strong reac
tion in such a scenario,” he added.

Given Japan’s recent provoca
tions on the Taiwan question, the 
scholar said there are political play
ers in Tokyo who want to take 
advantage of the tension to rein
force the strategic alliance with 
Washington.

“More importantly, they want to 
use the tension across the Taiwan 
Straits to realize Japan’s ambition of 
once again becoming a major mili
tary power,” he said.

A leading Chinese scholar on Tai
wan studies has urged various coun
tries and their lawmakers and 
public to beware of the United 
States’ misinformation campaign 
on the Taiwan question, saying that 
Washington may also bring trouble 
to those nations in the way it inter
feres in China’s sovereignty and stirs 
up tension in the Taiwan Straits.

What the US has done to China is 
“cognitive warfare”, said Yang Ming
jie, director of the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences’ Institute of Tai
wan Studies and a member of the 
14 th National Committee of the Chi
nese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, the country’s top politi
cal advisory body.

In addition to giving a green light 
to visits to the island by US lawmak
ers and continuing arms sales to the 
Taiwan authorities, Washington is 
also giving rise to or standing 
behind paradoxical, inflammatory 
narratives and slogans in mass 
media and social networks that 
falsely equate Taiwan — an inherent 
part of China — with a sovereign 
country, the scholar said.

“However, back in the 1970s, 
Washington did recognize 
that there is only one Chi
na in the world and Tai
wan is part of China as 
enshrined in milestone 
political documents 
underpinning the China- 
US diplomatic relations, 
such as the Shanghai Com
munique,” he noted. 

“As the US started to 
view China as its primary 
competitor in its national 
security and defense strategy — 
which is a bad judgment — Taiwan 
became a ‘chess piece’ serving its 
strategic competition against Chi
na,” he said.

“As a result, officials in Washing
ton in recent years have resorted to 
new discourses, such as those dis
torting or downplaying the one-Chi- 
na principle, to dodge its political, 
diplomatic and legal commitments, 
unveiling the hypocrisy beneath its 
Taiwan-related narratives and per
ception,” he added.

The scholar warned that the US 
might apply such tricks and 
approaches to sovereignty issues 
and internal affairs of other coun
tries, “as it has done frequently in 
history”.

‘The US surely will overthrow 
what it has committed to and turn a 
blind eye to crystal clear facts just 
for securing its own interests. This 
has long been a defining feature of 
US foreign and military policies,” 
Yang said.

“Currently, the international com
munity has encountered a number 
of security challenges, and some 
countries are suffering from domes
tic issues. When faced with such 
external and internal issues simul
taneously, it is unlikely for some
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Riot police officers pass near flames during a demonstration outside the Greek parliament in Athens on Sunday protesting last month's 
train collision near the city of Larissa. Violent clashes erupted between police and protesters as thousands attended a rally to condemn
the nation's worst rail disaster, which killed 57 on Feb 28. alkis konstantinidis/ Reuters

participation of more private 
investors to the construction of 
major projects and projects that 
are part of key industry and sup
plychains, he said.

Xi reiterated the need to ensure 
the healthy growth of capital in 
various forms, effectively prevent 
and defuse systemic financial 
risks and create a climate that 
ensures fair competition for busi
nesses of various ownership types. 

He explained that both SOEs 
and the private sector are key for
ces to promote common prosperi
ty, and they must share social 
responsibility in this regard.

It is important for private busi
ness leaders to have a greater sense 
of responsibility and mission in pro
moting common prosperity, he said 

Xi urged private businesses to 
work toward harmonious labor rela
tions and ensure that development 
outcomes benefit all employees.

He also called for private entre
preneurs to ensure their operations 
are lawful and in compliance with 
regulations, carry forward their 
entrepreneurship spirit and take 
an active part in public charity.

The number of private businesses 
in China grew from 10.86 million in 
2012 to 47 million lastyear, with such 
businesses contributing to over half 
of the nation’s tax revenue, over 60 
percent of GDP and more than 80 
percent of urban employment, 
according to the All-China Federa
tion of Industry and Commerce.

In his remarks, Xi also extended 
festive greetings to women of all 
ethnic groups ahead of the Inter
national Women’s Day.
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The United Kingdom is keen to 
see Chinese tourists return in sub
stantial numbers after a three- 
year hiatus due to COVID-19, the 
chief of the UK’s national tourism 
agency said, anticipating 
that the visits will largely 
contribute to the recovery
of the country’s tourism 
industry.

“China is still one of our 
most valuable markets. 
We predict a strong 
rebound and hope there
will be an appetite for Patricia Yates
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person, making China the second- 
most valuable inbound travel mar
ket for the UK in terms of 
expenditure.

Yates said another reason the 
Chinese market is valuable to the 
UK’s inbound tourism is that it 
fills the gap during the off-peak 

season. “We see seasonal 
inbound travel. The Chi
nese New Year holiday 
(in January-February) 
and Golden Week 
(beginning of October) 
work very' well for us 
because they help extend 
the tourism season.”

She said the growing 
number of Chinese stu
dents in the UK is an add

ed benefit. “I think having Chinese 
students here is a win-win for us. 
These students will have that life
long affinity with Britain, and 
they’ll have their parents and fami
ly come over to visit”

Yates noted that social media 
helps boost the tourism sector as 
well. Chinese students use social 
media to tell “the story of Britain" 
to family and friends. This helps 
attract more visitors, she added.

According to the latest data from 
the Higher Education Statistics
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quality development, and believe it 
will help boost market confidence 
and advance market vitality,” said 
Will Song, global senior vice-presi
dent of Johnson & Johnson, a multi
national company based in the US. 

“It sends a strong signal to the 
international business community 
that China is committed to being 
open to the world and welcomes 
multinational companies’ invest
ment and development,” added 
Song, who is also chairman of John
son & Johnson China.

Data from the Ministry of Com
merce also reflect this growing con
fidence.

The actual use of foreign capital 
on the Chinese mainland hit 127.69 
billion yuan ($18.5 billion) in Janu
ary, up 14.5 percent from a year earli
er. The manufacturing industry saw 
the relevant figure grow by 40.4 per
cent year-on-year in January, while 
the growth rate for high-tech indus
tries was 62.8 percent

Moreover, investment from 
South Korea, Germany and Great 
Britain soared by 64.2 percent, 52.9 
percent, and 40.7 percent year-on-

ernment wall introduce more meas
ures to increase die FDI inflow and 
improve the FDI structure in the 
manufacturing sector.

Wang Wentao, minister of com
merce, told a recent news confer
ence in Beijing that attracting and 
utilizing more foreign investment 
will be “a key task” this year.

The country wall make greater 
efforts to promote investment, 
improve services, expand opening- 
up and optimize the business envi
ronment in order to retain high- 
quality foreign investment and 
attract more investors from over
seas, he said.

Taking effect on Jan 1, China’s 
newest catalog of industries in 
which foreign investment is encour
aged has continued to promote such 
inflows in manufacturing to 
improve die industrial and supply 
chains, while also promoting inte
gration of the services and manufac
turing sectors.

A report to die 20th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of 
China said the nation will pursue 
high-quality development as an 
overarching task, while making sure 
that the implementation of the 
strategy to expand domestic 
demand is integrated with its efforts 
to deepen supply-side structural 
reform.

The nation wall boost the dyna
mism and reliability of the domestic 
economy while engaging with the 
global economy at a higher level, the 
report said.

Tang Yao, an associate professor 
of applied economics at Peking Uni
versity’s Guanghua School of Man
agement, said: “China needs to 
improve the quality of trade while 
maintaining a stable degree of 
dependence on foreign trade (that

Businesses and analysts say China’s strong economic recovery will result in 
higher levels of investment from overseas. Liu Zhihua and Zhong Nan report.

is, the ratio of exports and imports 
to GDP). At the same time, it needs 
to pay more attention to attracting 
FDI in the high-tech manufacturing 
and services industries.”

The country is expected to 
upgrade the quality of trade and the 
FDI structure and firmly uphold 
win-win international economic 
and trade cooperation as it advances 
toward Chinese modernization, 
which will follow a path of peaceful 
development, he added.

Wang, tiie commerce minister, 
said the country will thoroughly 
implement the foreign investment 
law and its implementation regula
tions to apply the national treat
ment of foreign enterprises with 
high standards.

As a result of government efforts 
to expand high-quality opening-up, 
improve the business environment 
and boost market confidence, global 
investors have become more bullish 
on the Chinese economy.

“We are greatly encouraged to see 
the introduction of policies and 
measures by the government to pro
mote economic recovery and high-

People discuss business by the stand of Schott, a German glass 
manufacturer, at the CUE in Shanghai in 2021. tang ke / for china daily

year, respectively, last year, while 
that from the European Union rose 
by 92.2 percent.

Schott, a German manufacturer 
of specialty glass and supplier of 
pharmaceutical packaging, plans to 
expand production in China this 
year. It has increased its global 
investment budget for this year to 
500 million euros ($532 million), 
with 55 million euros allocated to 
the Chinese market.

During the fiscal year 2022, the 
company’s revenue grew by 4 per
cent in China, despite the difficult 
global environment.

Schott’s research and develop
ment center in Suzhou, Jiangsu 
province, has developed glass to suit 
the needs of Chinese smartphone 
brands such as Xiaomi and Vivo, 
enabling them to launch innovative 
foldable devices in recent years.

“In 2023, we maintain a positive 
outlook, although we still face glob
al challenges, such as rising energy 
and raw material costs,” said Frank 
Heinricht, Schott’s CEO.

“In the past, foreign investment in 
China focused on low-cost manufac
turing, but now foreign and Chinese 
partners work together on high val
ue-added products and services. 
Such collaborations will provide 
strong impetus for China’s long
term growth.”

□

Cars are seen in production at a BMW Brilliant factory in Shenyang, 
Liaoning province, last year, yang qing / xinhua

ichel Doukeris, CEO of 
AB InBev, the world’s 
largest brewer, recent
ly visited a number of

eateries and bars in Beijing. 
‘We saw bars and restaurants 

with a lot of people, as well. I’m very 
pleased to see how consumption is 
quickly returning to the streets of 
Beijing,” he said.

“The key message is that every
body is fully committed to the devel
opment and growth of China, 
particularly quality growth,” he said, 
adding that his company will keep 
increasing investment in the coun
try, the world’s largest beer market 

That is just one example of how 
foreign investors are finding the 
Chinese market endlessly attractive. 

Underpinned by its optimized 
COVID-19 response and steady eco
nomic recovery, experts and busi
nesspeople believe that China will 
provide increasingly huge develop
ment opportunities for companies 
at home and abroad, especially as 
the ongoing two sessions are send
ing policy signals of strengthened 
efforts to expand high-standard 
opening-up and build an improved 
business climate.

Experts and policy advisers said 
China will likely launch more policy 
measures this year to boost the con
fidence of foreign investors while 
improving the quality of overseas 
trade and foreign direct investment. 

That will enhance the positive 
interplay between domestic and 
international economic activity, and 
inject more growth impetus into the 
global economy against headwinds, 
they said.

According to the Government 
Work Report submitted to the 
National People’s Congress for 
deliberation on Sunday, China will 
further its efforts to attract and util
ize more foreign investment this 
year.

The report outlined several meas
ures to achieve this goal, including 
expanding market access, further 
opening-up of the modern services 
sector, ensuring national treatment 
and improving services for foreign- 
funded companies, and facilitating 
the launch of large foreign-funded 
projects.

China also plans to take more 
action to join high-standard eco
nomic and trade agreements such 
as the Comprehensive and Progres
sive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership. The country will stead
ily expand institutional opening-up 
by proactively adopting relevant 
rules, regulations and standards, 
the report said.

“The key for China to retain exist
ing FDI is to strengthen efforts on 
tasks such as establishing a unified, 
fair and orderly national market, 
enhancing policy consistency and 
firmly safeguarding the legitimate 
interests of businesses,” said Huo 
Jianguo, vice-chairman of the China 
Society for World Ilade Organiza
tion Studies.

‘With that, we will not only stabi
lize FDI, but also offset disruption to 
China’s industrial and supply chains 
from factors such as the United 
States’ attempts to decouple.”

To spur a new influx of FDI, he 
said China is expected to increase 
the level of openness in the services 
sector, improve the implementation 
of laws and policy measures that 
enable foreign investors, and retuse 
regulations and legal provisions 
that do not conform to the principle 
of national treatment of overseas 
investors.

Huo also urged further expansion 
of market entry in China’s high-tech 
industries and improved regula
tions on cross-border travel for pro
fessionals working in the sector to 
expand FDI in related industries.

Zhang Yuyan, director of the Insti
tute of World Economics and Poli
tics at the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, said the country is 
expected to focus on its own agen
das, despite external challenges 
such as growing protectionism.

Strengthening efforts to expand 
high-level opening-up will create a 
more enabling environment for 
trade and investment, said Zhang, a 
member of the 14th National Com
mittee of the Chinese People’s Politi
cal Consultative Conference.

A total knee replacement system made by Johnson & Johnson, a multinational company based in the United States, is displayed at the 
fourth China International Import Expo in Shanghai in 2021. provided to china daily

Wang Zhuoqiong contributed to this
story.

Stabilizing cooperation
According to experts, China will 

also likely step up efforts to shore up 
the growth of foreign trade while 
improving the quality of trade in the 
face of increasing challenges, such 
as rising protectionism and softer 
global demand.

Chen Jianqi, a professor at the 
Party School of the CPC Central 
Committee (National Academy of

High-quality attraction
In recent years, China has been 

actively expanding opening-up and 
improving the business environ
ment. As such, it has signed 19 free 
trade agreements with 26 countries 
and regions.

The number of items off-limits to 
foreign investors on the national 
negative list — which specifies 
restricted or prohibited sectors for 
such investors — and the number 
for the pilot free trade zones have 
been cut to 31 and 27, respectively. 

Many experts believe that the gov-

Resilience, efficiency 
“The resilience and efficiency of 

China’s industrial and supply chains 
have been tested by the pandemic in 
the past three years, and with 
adjustments coming in the year 
from both the policy and enterprise 
sides, the stable Chinese economy 
will provide strong support for its 
foreign trade to grow against the 
background of the gloomy global 
economA Li added.

Xiang, chairman of Loctek Ergo
nomic, stressed that it is important 
for Chinese companies to deepen 
ties with foreign clients via face-to- 
face communication at overseas 
trade fairs or by visiting their busi
ness operations in person.

He traveled to the US in January, 
and he will visit a number of coun
tries including Germany, South 
Korea and Japan in the first half of 
the year.

“Many foreign customers prefer 
to see, touch and feel products 
before placing orders,” he said.

“Traveling abroad enables us to 
get a clear picture of what local con
sumers want and gain some insights 
in terms of product functions and 
designs.”

Later this month, the company, 
which employs more than 4,000 
people in China, Vietnam, the US 
and Germany, will put its first self
owned container ship with 1,800 
twenty-foot equivalent units of ship
ping capacity into operation, travel
ing between Ningbo-Zhoushan Port 
in Zhejiang and the Port of Los 
Angeles.

Xie Weihong, dean of the School 
of Economics at Guangdong Univer
sity of Technology in South China, 
said exporters are expected to have 
more face-to-face interaction with 
foreign clients, particularly compa
nies whose business is in industries 
such as clothing, foodstuffs and 
industrial components.

Governance), said China is expected 
to accelerate domestic economic cir
culation to improve macroeconom
ic stability and create an 
environment to enable all enterpris
es to grow.

That will “in turn help China cul
tivate new competitiveness and pro
vide a stronger basis for deepening 
international cooperation”, he said. 

“The country is expected to pro
mote high-quality joint construc
tion of the Belt and Road Initiative 
to cultivate new cooperation space 
with other economies and stabilize 
international circulation. At the 
same time, it is expected to deepen 
reform and expand high-level open- 
ing-up, speed up negotiations on 
economic and trade agreements 
with others, and align with high- 
standard economic and trade rules, 
thereby deepening both multiple 
and bilateral cooperation.”

Tang, from Peking University’s 
Guanghua School of Management, 
said the country is expected to 
strengthen efforts to develop trade 
in key producer services industries, 
which include communication and 
information technology, R&D, 
transportation, finance and manu
facturing-related services.

That will help China upgrade its 
manufacturing sector and industri
al structure to promote supply-side 
reform, he added.

Experts and business leaders said 
new trade formats and business 
models, such as cross-border e-com- 
merce, are expected to make greater 
contributions to stabilizing foreign 
trade growth this year.

One example is Loctek Ergonom
ic Technology, a manufacturer of 
office products in Ningbo, Zhejiang 
province. It plans to invest more 
than $100 million to build a ware
house park in California this year to 
bolster sales and offer warehouse 
and logistics services to other Chi
nese exporters in the US.

Xiang Lehong, the company’s 
chairman, said that as more foreign 
retailers rely on online sales to 
maintain growth, many domestic 
companies have been inspired to 
invest more in cross-border e-com- 
merce business in both developed 
and developing markets.

According to Li Yong, chief 
researcher at D&C Thinktank, 
uncertainties in the global economy 
will lead to weakening demand 
worldwide this year, and some 
countries pursuing protectionist 
policies will likely adopt stricter 
trade-constraining measures.

Yet, there are also factors that sup
port trade orders flowing back to 
China, including supportive govern
ment policies and the endeavors of 
foreign trade enterprises, he said.

92.2
percent
Year-on-year increase in
investment from the European 
Union to China last year

billion yuan
Actual use of foreign capital on 
the Chinese mainland in Janu
ary, up 14.5 percent from a year 
earlier
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The key message is that everybody is fully 
committed to the development and growth of 

China, particularly quality growth.” 
Michel Doukeris, CEO of AB InBev, the world's largest brewer
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Envoy: China’s rapid
growth will continue

Nation plays leading role in evaluation
of global agricultural heritage sites
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to share research results and con
servation experiences among Chi
na, Japan and South Korea.

“We plan to expand the exchange 
and collaboration platform to 
countries in South and Southeast 
Asia,” he said.

promotes the sustainable develop
ment of agriculture in rural areas, 
Min said.

“The Qingtian rice-fish co-cul- 
ture system ensures food security, 
boosts incomes, prevents malaria 
by reducing the number of mosqui
toes and conserves biodiversity by 
reducing the use of pesticides,” he 
said. “The people there use rice 
fields to raise fish that in turn pro
mote rice growth.

“The combination greatly redu
ces chemical fertilizers and pesti
cides.”

The heritage also promotes lei
sure agriculture and rural tourism 
so that formers are more willing to 
preserve it, he added.

With its agricultural heritage 
brand, millet from Aohan Banner in 
the Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region, has gained a better reputa
tion and more popularity, bringing 
in more income for formers, he said. 

“China has a long history of form
ing culture, and its people have cre
ated a large number of agricultural 
models. The nation is willing to 
share its wisdom,” Min said. “China 
has also exported important spe
cies, technologies and cultures to 
other countries.”

In 1998, the Chinese government 
donated a pair of crested ibis to 
Sado’s Satoyama in Harmony with

Tlie 2023 Government Work Report 
delivered by Premier Li Keqiang dem
onstrates the steady progress in 
China’s opening-up policy, and 
development initiatives continue to 
benefit both the country and the 
rest of the world, analysts said.

Yury Tavrovsky, a professor at 
Moscow-based RUDN University, 
noted China’s further opening-up in 
the new era has caught the attention 
of the international community.

Author of the book One Belt, One 
Road: Traveling Westward, Tavrov
sky said he has paid much attention 
to the Belt and Road Initiative, pro
posed by President Xi Jinping in 
2013, which aims to foster the com
mon development of China and its 
BRI partner countries.

Azamat Seitov, a scholar at Uzbek
istan’s University of World Economy 
and Diplomacy, said Uzbekistan, 
one of the first countries to join the 
BRI, has collaborated with China in 
multiple major projects such as the 
China-Central Asia Gas Pipeline 
and the Qamchiq Tunnel on the 
Angren-Pap railway line.

Syed Shujaat Ahmed, an econo
mist at the Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, a think tank based in 
Islamabad, Pakistan, noted that the 
BRI seeks to improve the industrial 
framework of partner countries and 
facilitate skill transfers with the help 
of business-to-business and business- 
to-client integration firms.

Agshin Aliyev, an Azerbaijani 
sinologist, said as China seeks to 
enhance regional connectivity, the 
two sessions, as well as the Govern
ment Work Report, show its impor
tance not only for the Chinese 
people but also the world.

The report emphasizes that the 
government should remain firm in 
pursuing a strategy of opening-up for 
the mutual benefit of the country and 
the whole world as China continues 
to share its experience in lifting mil
lions of people out of poverty and 
mitigating climate change, he said.

Iris Pang, chief economist for 
ING, a Dutch investment bank, said 
the work report shows that environ
mental, social and governance fac
tors will serve as the “growth 
engine” of many Chinese industries. 

“China’s focus on green energy will 
benefit not only China but also multi
national companies that have trading 
or investments in China,” she said.

Anna Rosario Malindog-Uy, vice- 
president of external affairs for the 
Manila-based think tank Asian Cen
tury Philippines Strategic Studies 
hailed China’s Global Security Initia
tive as a framework that can maintain 
and sustain peace across the globe.

‘What I am saying is given that we 
live in an ever-volatile and challeng
ingworld order, the GSI with its prin
ciples and prescriptions serves as the 
guiding rods, or guardrails, against 
instability and conflict, and the path 
toward peace, stability and develop
ment in Asia and beyond,” she said. 

She added that the GSI adheres to 
the concept of common, compre
hensive, cooperative and sustaina
ble security, and it advocates a new 
path to security that features dia
logue over confrontation, partner
ship over alliance and win-win over 
zero-sum activities.

“I think all these principles are 
important if countries across the globe 
want to maintain and sustain peace.” 

Malindog-Uy said that as China 
develops further as a major economy 
in the world, other countries will 
benefit more through trade with 
China since it is not only a huge mar
ket but also has a substantial middle
income population with a relatively 
high purchasing capacity compared 
to other countries in the world. 

“Countries will also benefit from 
the technology sharing and trans
fers from Chinese firms to other 
countries’ business and tech firms,” 
she said.

According to her, the more China 
develops as a mature economy and 
interacts with the world, “the more it 
will integrate deeply into world affairs 
and deepen its relations with coun
tries across the globe, the more the 
world will benefit from China, more 
specifically on the economic front”

Prominent figures and industry 
representatives from Hong Kong 
and Macao special administrative 
regions said the Government 
Work Report submitted by Pre
mier Li Keqiang at the opening of 
the first session of the 14 th Nation
al People’s Congress, which dem
onstrated care for the two cities, 
has shown the path for the regions 
to align their development with 
that of the rest of the nation.

On Sunday, Li delivered the 
work report, which said the cen
tral government will continue to 
fully, faithfully implement “one 
country, two systems” and 
summed up the progress made in 
Hong Kong and Macao affairs.

In a social media post following 
the report, Hong Kong Financial 
Secretary Chan Mo-po said that 
the country’s development priori
ties, which were pointed out in Li’s 
report, will also be Hong Kong’s 
focus this year.

Tam Yiu-chung, Hong Kong 
member to the Standing Commit
tee of the NPC, said that Li’s report 
noted that the central government 
will protect the rights of private 
enterprises and entrepreneurs in 
accordance with the law, which is 
an encouraging call for Hong Kong 
business people to invest in the 
Chinese mainland and contribute 
to the country.

In a statement, Hong Kong Coa
lition, founded by 1,500 social dig
nitaries from all sectors of the 
society in Hong Kong, said that Li’s 
report has pointed out the direc
tion forward for the nation’s devel
opment, especially when he 
highlighted expanding domestic 
demand, developing the digital 
economy and platform economy, 
supporting the development of 
private enterprises, and continu
ously attracting and utilizing for
eign investment. Hong Kong 
should seize these opportunities in 
the Chinese path to modernization 
and align its development with the 
nation’s development.

Nancy Ip Yuk-yu, a Hong Kong 
deputy to the 14th NPC and the 
president of the Hong Kong Uni
versity of Science and Technology, 
said that she was deeply encour
aged by the central government’s 
support of technology and innova
tion, hoping Hong Kong can con
tribute more to help the country 
achieve a stronger educational sys
tem, with greater technological 
strength.

Another Hong Kong deputy to 
the NPC, Kenneth Fok Kai-kong, 
who represents the Sports, Per
forming Arts, Culture and Publica
tion Functional Constituency in

Hong Kong’s Legislative Council, 
believed that the city can make 
good use of the principle of “one 
country, two systems” to play a 
greater role in exporting cultural 
soft power.

Tan Yueheng, the chairman of 
BOCOM International Holdings 
and a Hong Kong member of the 
National Committee of the Chi
nese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, said that to contribute 
to the country, Hong Kong can 
develop key projects such as the 
Northern Metropolis and the 
Hong Kong-Shenzhen Innoration 
and Technology Park, give full play 
to its advantages as an interna
tional financial center, and 
improve its fin-tech system.

Chui Sai-peng, a Macao deputy 
to the NPC and president of the 
Association for Promotion of Sci
ence and Technology of Macao, 
said that the central government 
has developed many preferential 
policies for Hong Kong and Macao 
to help them integrate into the 
development of the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area. This reflected the great 
importance the central govern
ment attaches to the two SARs, 
Chui said.

Wu Zhiliang, chainnan of the 
Executive Committee of Macao 
Foundation and a Macao member 
of the National Committee of the 
CPPCC, said that he could see the 
central government has done a lot 
of work improving the implemen
tation of the principle of “one 
country, two systems’; reflecting 
the central government’s care for 
Hong Kong and Macao.

Li’s report was also warmly wel
comed by young people from 
Hong Kong and Macao. In Hong 
Kong, more than 80 representa
tives of youth groups gathered on 
Hong Kong Island to watch the 
livestream of the opening session 
and share their thoughts on Sun
day.

Attending the event, Albert 
Chuang Ka-pun, the vice-chair
man of the Hong Kong CPPCC 
Youth Association, said that Hong 
Kong young people can better 
understand the latest opportuni
ties and the country’s develop
ment direction from Li’s report, 
which will help them to make bet
ter plans for their future.

This year over 200 political 
heavyweights from Hong Kong 
and Macao — including the two 
cities’ chief executives, deputies to 
the National People’s Congress, 
and members of the National 
Committee of the CPPCC — are 
attending the annual gatherings of 
the nation’s top legislative body 
and top political advisory body in 
Beijing.

China’s massive and multifacet
ed economy is capable of adjusting 
to any unexpected challenges, and 
the nation’s large middle-income 
group, fine infrastructure and 
investment in education and R&D 
will help sustain its rapid growth, 
Sri Lanka’s top envoy to Beijing 
said.

Palitha Kohona, Sri Lanka’s 
ambassador to China, said in an 
interview after the opening of the 
annual National People’s Congress 
on Sunday that the world’s sec
ond-largest economy is well-posi
tioned to meet its target of 
economic growth, proposed at 
around 5 percent in the Govern
ment Work Report this year. 

“It is likely that China’s econo
my will continue to grow, consist
ent with the set target, in the 
coming year, as it has done in the 
past despite the numerous chal
lenges that confronted it,” he said 
after hearing the report delivered 
by Premier Li Keqiang at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing. 

“The elements that contribute 
to making a resilient economy (for 
China) are well in place,” he said, 
citing the nation’s large middle- 

Deputies of the Hainan delegation to the 14th National People's Congress deliberate proposals for 
this year's national economic development plan and budget plan during a meeting on Monday in 
Beijing, song guoqiang/ for china daily

A farmer puts carp into a duck cage in a rice field in Congjiang, 
Guizhou province, last year. The county's rice-fish-duck farming 
model was listed as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 
System in 2011. wu dejun / for china daily

income group, which has exceed
ed 400 million and its well-funded 
education and R&D.

The envoy hailed China’s 
achievements over the past dec
ades, including building the 
world’s largest high-speed railway 
network, over 177,000 kilometers 
of expressway and airports that 
are capable of handling 400 mil
lion passengers per year. 

“Given the rapid urbanization of 
the population, a concentrated 
marketplace has been created. All 
these factors will contribute to 
China’s continuing rapid growth,” 
he said.

Kohona also lauded Beijing’s 
commitment to reform and open- 
ing-up, saying that “China is now a 
vociferous champion of globaliza
tion”.

Even though the threats of a 
trade war and the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict and its impact on energy 
and food supplies could affect Chi
na’s growth outlook, he said China 
will be able to weather these 
threats “because it is a massive 
and multifaceted economy capa
ble of adjusting to any unexpected 
challenges”.

The Sri Lankan ambassador 
also spoke positively of China’s 
COVID-19 response over the past
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the Japanese Crested Ibis site, one 
of the first two GIAHS sites in 
Japan.

China’s Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs has organized 
more than 10 international training 
courses, and Chinese scientists 
have shared China’s GIAHS 
research results and conservation 
experience.

In 2013, Min initiated the East 
Asia Research Association for Agri
cultural Heritage Systems, aiming

As an early participant and firm 
supporter of global agricultural 
heritage systems, China — with its 
long history of creating environ
ment-friendly farming models — 
has played a leading role in offering 
scientific and technological evalua
tion of such heritage, according to 
an expert.

“Modem farmers should not only 
consider improving chemical fertil
izers, pesticides and equipment, 
but also consider adapting to cli
mate change and determining how 
to meet the various needs of con
sumers,” said Min Qingwen, a 
national political adviser and pro
fessor at the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences’ Institute of Geographic 
Sciences and Natural Resources 
Research.

“Over the past 1,300 years, the 
Chinese people have created envi
ronment-friendly agricultural 
models that combine planting and 
aquaculture,” said Min, a member 
of the 14th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference, the country’s 
top political advisory body.

China is home to 19 Globally 
Important Agricultural Heritage 
Systems sites, which are agroeco-

ByXUWEI

ruwei@chinadaily.com.cn
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systems inhab
ited by commu
nities that have 
an intricate 
relationship 
with their land, 
according to 
the Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization of

the United Nations.
These evolving sites are resilient 

systems characterized by remarka
ble agro-biodiversity, traditional 
knowledge, invaluable cultures and 
landscapes, and are sustainably 
managed by farmers, herders and 
forest workers in ways that contrib
ute to their livelihoods and food 
security.

The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs has identified 138 
Nationally Important Agricultural 
Heritage Systems sites.

These sites, including the rice
fish co-culture system in Qingtian, 
Zhejiang province, and the Honghe 
Hani rice terraces in Yunnan prov
ince, are distributed in 13 provin
cial-level regions. In 2005, the 
Qingtian rice-fish co-culture sys
tem became the world’s first 
GIAHS site.

As a new type of heritage, agricul
tural heritage not only has impor
tant historical value, but also

three years, say
ing that the 
nation has 
adopted a firm 
and people-cen
tered approach 
to managing the 
epidemic.

Its anti-epi
demic measures 
helped the

nation to manage the impact of 
the epidemic without experienc
ing the widespread deaths and ill
ness experienced elsewhere, 
including in most developed coun
tries, he said.

He welcomed China’s recent 
adjustment in its COVID-19 
response measures and looks for
ward to the return of Chinese tour
ists to the South Asian country. 

“The movement restrictions 
have now been relaxed and inter
national travel is possible again,” 
he said, adding that Sri Lanka was 
among the 20 countries designat
ed by Beijing as part of a pilot pro
gram for tour groups.

“China was the main source of 
global tourists before the epidem
ic,” Kohona said. “We all hope that 
China, which has withstood the 
worst effects of COVID-19, will 
reemerge as the key source of tour
ists to the world and help the 
industry, which provides signifi
cant income and employment, to 
recover.”
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Sri Lankan ambassador says target of 
5 percent ‘well-positioned’ to be met
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hengweili @chinadailyusa.com

The medical team will include 12 
hospital beds, four cardiologists 
and four professional nurses, and it 
will effectively improve the accura
cy of diagnosis and treatment of 
cardiovascular diseases as well as 
the ability to rescue emergency and 
severe cases in the country, he said. 

China will also provide equip
ment such as ventilators, oxygen 
and surgical masks, as well as anti- 
malarial drugs to the hospital, as 
part of its aid to Liberia.

Norwu Howard, Liberia’s depu
ty health minister, thanked the 
Chinese hospital for the partnered 
hospital cooperation project with 
Liberia at the signing ceremony.

manage the conservation of ocean life 
and establish marine-protected areas 
on the high seas. Clark said that’s crit
ical to achieve the UN Biodiversity 
Conference’s recent pledge to protect 
30 percent of the planets waters, as 
well as its land, for conservation.

Treaty negotiations were initially 
anticipated to conclude on Friday, but 
stretched through the night into Sat
urday. The crafting of the treaty,

will reject the government’s plan, set
ting the stage for more legal battles. 

“It’s not a proper apology,” Yang 
Geum-deok, one of the victims, told 
reporters. “It should never be like 
this when there are people who 
actually did the wrong.”

The main opposition Democratic 
Party denounced the plan as “sub
missive diplomacy”.

By JONATHAN POWELL 

in London 

jonathan@mail.chinadailyuk.com

By NICHOLAS D. NIMLEY 

in Monrovia, Liberia 

For China Daily

supported his Transport Minister 
Volker Wissing’s threat to block 
the final vote on the EU’s ban on 
combustion engine vehicles.

A final vote by EU ministers 
that had been set for Tuesday has 
been delayed.

Last week, Wissing said Germa
ny was “not in a position to vote in 
favor” of an EU agreement that 
would bring a de facto ban and he 
argued that the bloc must be cau
tious about imposing solutions on 
the industry. “We are in agreement 
on this issue,” said Scholz.

In January, the delinquency rate 
for auto loans with 60 or more days 
past due date increased by 2 percent 
and was up 20.4 percent from a year 
ago, according to Cox Automotive, 
which describes itself as a provider 
of vehicle remarketing services, dig
ital marketing, and software for 
automotive dealers and consumers. 

Of the delinquent auto loans, 1.89 
percent were severely delinquent, 
an increase from 1.84 percent in 
December and the highest since 
2006, Cox found.

“Because these car loans are 
generally unaffordable at the out
set, that means that every month, 
borrowers are getting closer to the 
financial edge,” Kathleen Engel, a 
law professor at Suffolk University,

The diagnosis and treatment of 
cardiovascular diseases in the West
ern African country of Liberia are 
expected to be elevated with the 
assistance of a major hospital from 
Northeast China, following the sign
ing of an agreement for a bilateral 
medical cooperation project

The project is an implementa
tion of China’s pledge to establish a 
cooperation mechanism for its hos
pitals to pair up with 30 African 
hospitals to help the continent 
ramp up its disease preparedness 
and control capacity, which was 
announced by President Xi Jinping 
at the opening of the 73rd World 
Health Assembly in May 2020.

China would like to share its 
experience with the Liberian peo
ple and provide assistance within 
its own capacity so that the Liberi
an people can pursue a better life, 
Xu Kun, charge d’affaires at the 
Chinese embassy in Liberia, said 
at the signing of the cooperative 
project agreement between Hei
longjiang Provincial Hospital and 
Liberia’s John F. Kennedy Memo
rial Referral Hospital, in the Libe
rian capital Monrovia on Friday.

Xu, who represented the hospital 
at the signing ceremony, named the 
project the JFK Internal Cardiovas
cular Medicine Department Coop
erative Project. Through the 
project, Heilongjiang Provincial 
Hospital will help the Liberian hos
pital build an advanced cardiovas
cular medical center with an 
independent medical team com
prising local doctors and nurses.

SEOUL — South Korea offered on 
Monday to compensate the coun
try’s victims who were forced by 
Japan into harsh labor during World 
War II, a plan that has drawn strong 
protests from victims’ groups.

South Korean Foreign Minister 
Park Jin told a news briefing that 
the Foundation for Victims of 
Forced Mobilization, affiliated with 
the interior ministry, will pay dama
ges and interest on arrears to the 
plaintiffs who won three lawsuits at 
the Supreme Court in 2018 as part 
of the support for the victims and 
the bereaved families.

Park said the foundation, 
launched in 2014, will compensate 
other plaintiffs who would win oth
er cases relevant to wartime forced 
labor, noting that it will be financed 
by voluntary donations from the 
private sector, rather than direct 
payment by responsible Japanese 
companies.

South Korean President Yoon Suk- 
yeol said the compensation plan was 
based on a “determination” for 
“future-oriented South Korea-Japan 
relations,” South Korea’s Yonhap 
News Agency reported.

However, the victims and the 
bereaved families have strongly 
protested against the compensa
tion plan through a foundation 
funded by South Korean compa
nies, demanding a sincere apology 
from the Japanese government and 
the accused firms.

About a dozen protesters staged a 
demonstration outside as Park 
made the announcement.

“Today’s humiliating resolution is 
a result of (the South Korean gov
ernment’s) consistently low posture 
toward the Japanese government,” 
representatives of some of the vic
tims said at a separate event. 

Some of the 15 plaintiffs say they

Buying a car has long been con
sidered one of the costliest purchas
es a consumer can make.

That has never been more true 
than now, as many US people are 
now paying $1,000 or more a month 
for car loans, while the loan-default 
rate in January exceeded 20 percent 

High inflation, rising interest 
rates and the effect of the pandemic 
on supply chains all have been fac
tors. Automakers also had to cut 
production due to a global shortage 
of microchips.

The average interest rate for new 
cars rose to 6.9 percent in January 
from 4.3 percent a year earlier, 

between two of the United States’ 
closest allies”, according to a state
ment from the White House.

In 2018, the South Korean top 
court handed down rulings that 
ordered Mitsubishi Heavy Indus
tries and Nippon Steel to pay repara
tions to the forced labor victims 
under the 1910-45 Japanese coloni
zation of the Korean Peninsula.

Japan claimed that all colonial- 
era issues were settled through the 
1965 treaty that normalized diplo
matic relations between Seoul and 
Tokyo, but the South Korean court 
ruled that the state-to-state treaty 
did not involve individuals’ right to 
reparation.

Even after the top court’s rulings, 
the accused Japanese firms paid no 
reparations to the plaintiffs, or the 
victims and the bereaved families, 
who then pushed to sell assets of 
the Japanese companies in South 
Korea to no avail.

Fish swim near some bleached coral at Kisite-Mpunguti Marine
Park, Kenya, on June 11. brian inganga / ap

nearly two-thirds of the ocean, 
marks the culmination of nearly two 
decades of work and builds on the 
legacy of the United Nations Con
vention on the Law of the Sea,” a 
statement said.

It is also vital for achieving ocean- 
related goals and targets of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel
opment and the Kunming-Montre
al Global Biodiversity Framework, 
said the statement.

which at times looked in jeopardy, 
represents “a historic and over
whelming success for international 
marine protection,” said Steffi Lem
ke, Germany’s environment minister. 

The treaty also establishes ground 
rales for conducting environmental 
impact assessments for commercial 
activities in the oceans.

told the financial website.
Car loans with a term of seven and 

eightyears are becoming more com
mon in the US. Six-year loans are 
currently the most popular, making 
up nearly 40 percent of new loans, 
according to motorl.com.

Donald Grimes, a University of 
Michigan economist, told National 
Public Radio that “real-dollar 
spending on new cars and trucks 
has gone up by $5,299 over the past 
10 years, while the real annual wage 
has gone up by $3,646”

Greg McBride, chief financial ana
lyst at Bankrate, said that “unlike a 
credit card when you can dial down 
and make the minimum payment, 
there’s no wiggle room on a $700 
payment”.

Global commons
“We only really have two major 

global commons — the atmosphere 
and the oceans,” said Rebecca Helm, 
a marine biologist from George
town University in Washington, DC. 
While the oceans may draw less 
attention, “protecting this half of 
earth’s surface is absolutely critical 
to the health of our planet”

Nichola Clark, an oceans expert at 
the Pew Charitable TYusts who 
observed the talks in New York, 
called the long-awaited treaty text “a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
protect the oceans — a major win for 
biodiversity”.

The treaty mil create a new body to 

WASHINGTON - For the first 
time, United Nations members 
have agreed on a unified treaty to 
protect biodiversity on the high 
seas, representing a turning point 
for vast stretches of the planet 
where conservation has previously 
been hampered by a confusing 
patch work of laws.

The UN Convention on the Law of 
the Sea came into force in 1994, 
before marine biodiversity was a 
well-established concept. The treaty 
agreement concluded after two 
weeks of talks in New York.

An updated framework to protect 
marine life in the regions outside 
national boundary waters, known 
as the high seas, had been in discus
sions for more than 20 years, but 
previous efforts to reach an agree
ment had repeatedly failed. The uni
fied treaty, which applies to nearly 
half the planet’s surface, was 
reached late on Saturday.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres welcomes the finalization 
of the text of the United Nations 
Ocean Treaty, his spokesman said on 
Saturday.

“This breakthrough, which covers

according to Edmunds, an online 
resource for automotive inventory 
and information.

The cost of new vehicles has ris
en 20 percent since the COVID-19 
pandemic started, while that of 
used vehicles is still up 37 percent 
even after an easing in the fall, 
according to Bloomberg News. 

“With new car prices as high as 
they are, it’s getting more and more 
difficult for most Americans to 
stomach these payments,” Ivan 
Drury, Edmunds director of 
insights, told Fox Business. “It just 
becomes something where even 
though it’s affordable for you today, 
is it going to hold in the future? 
That’s where we’re seeing the 
repossessions come through.”

Visitors to the Chengdu Exhibition Garden at the Philadelphia 
Flower Show take a photo with the actors of the Sichuan Opera 
on Saturday. The nine-day event kicked off on Saturday, 
welcoming guests to an immersive and colorful world of 
landscape and floral design, zhang mocheng / xinhua

Synthetic alternative
Wissing is pushing for a loop

hole in the final EU legislation, on 
how to permit e-fuels, a synthetic 
alternative to gasoline, reported 
the Politico news website.

Von der Leyen said the issues 
could be resolved and that she fully 
supported the “principle of tech
nology openness” but added that 
this must be balanced with policy 
targets.

“It has to be in balance with our 
climate goals on which there is an 
agreement,” she said. “The discus
sion is constructive.”

Scholz added: “This is such a 
solvable task that we are all quite 
confident.”

Von der Leyen said a solution 
must be found to allow auto manu
facturers time to plan for the phase
out. She added: “We need to focus 
on the fact that in the future we’ll 
maintain our position as a world 
leader in clean energy?’

‘Day of shame’
“It’s a day of shame,” An Ho-young, 

a spokesperson for the party, said in a 
statement “Japanese companies 
embroiled in war crimes received 
indulgence without even budging, 
and the Japanese government man
aged to remove trouble by having the 
grace to repeat past statements.”

“It is as if the bonds of the victims 
of forced labor are being dissolved 
through South Korean companies’ 
money,” Lim Jae-sung, a lawyer for 
several victims, said in a Facebook 
poston Sunday.

“It is a complete victory for Japan,

■' —
-A

JStrategic partnership 
“This signing today marks the 

beginning of a strategic hospital- 
to-hospital partnership. This part
nership, which is focused on 
healthcare and healing, is bound 
to define our relationship and 
impact the lives for many years to 
come,” Howard said.

She said the establishment of a 
cardiovascular care unit will not 
only improve the country’s health
care but build the capacity of 
healthcare providers. She 
explained that the care unit will 
give the citizens of Liberia hope 
and will save many lives.

“This is an example of building 
homegrown solutions for home
grown problems, and our citizens 
will no longer have to travel to oth
er countries in West Africa for 
treatment of cardiovascular dis
eases," she said.

$G
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Bereaved families 
protest against 
plan, demand
Tokyo’s apology

SHI

*

*

European Commission Presi
dent Ursula von der Leyen said 
Brussels must respond to the chal
lenge presented by US green subsi
dies and swiftly push through a 
law on phasing out combustion 
engines from 2035.

Speaking to reporters on Sun
day, after joining with Germany’s 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and his 
Cabinet at an annual retreat near 
Berlin, Von der Leyen said the US 
Inflation Reduction Act, or IRA, 
would mean large tax exemptions 
for any green technologies manu
factured in the United States.

have discussed our 
answers: negotiations with the US 
about interpreting the law, invest
ments of our own, and speedier 
processes,” she said.

She noted that European Union 
law due within the next two weeks 
will release aid for the bloc’s green 
transition. She described shorta
ges of specialized labor in the sec
tor as a “brake on growth’!

The EU’s climate policy goals 
seek to cut greenhouse gas emis
sions from the transport sector to 
meet the bloc’s target of becoming 
climate neutral by 2050.

Von der Leyen traveled to Berlin 
seeking to lift a German block on 
proposed EU law that would ban the 
sale of petrol or diesel cars from 
2035, reported Reuters news agency. 

Scholz said on Sunday that he 

Protesters hold a rally against South Korea’s announcement of plans to compensate victims of Japan’s
forced wartime labor outside the Foreign Ministry in Seoul on Monday, jung yeon-je / afp

Chinese, Liberian hospitals 

sign pact for medical project

which can’t spare even one yen on 
the issue of forced labor.” 

Analysts were also cautious. 
“The significance of today’s 

announcement will be measured in 
large part by what Japan does next,” 
Benjamin A Engel, research professor 
atthe Institute of International Affairs 
at Seoul National University, told AFP. 

Japan and the United States wel
comed the announcement.

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshi- 
masa Hayashi welcomed the new 
plan, telling reporters it would help 
to restore “healthy” ties.

Soon after the plan was 
announced, the two countries start
ed making arrangements for Yoon 
to visit Japan for a summit meeting 
with Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida, Kyodo News reported on 
Monday. A visit around March 16-17 
is being floated as a possibility, Kyo
do said.

Washington hailed what it called 
a “groundbreaking new chapter of 
cooperation and partnership

St - J

EU seeks ban on petrol, 
diesel cars in green push
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2 Texas Senate bills driving
Asian political participation

Sichuan capital of Chengdu looks
to take lead in attracting tourists
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By MAY ZHOU in Houston 

mayzhou@chinadailyusa.com

By MINLU ZHANG in New York 

minluzhang@chinadailyusa£om

More than 100 people, most of 
them from the Asian community 
across Texas and primarily from Hous
ton, Austin and Dallas, showed up at 
the Texas Senate recently to testify 
about two legislative proposals — SB 
147 and SB 711 — with 90 percent 
opposed.

Martha Wong, a former state rep
resentative, told the Senate on March 
3 that the best thing that has hap
pened with SB 147 is that for the first 
time she saw “so many Asians in the 
statehouse”

Wong, also the first Chinese Ameri
can member of the Houston City 
Council, formed the Asian American 
Assembly and has been trying to get 
Asians to participate in the political 
process for almost two decades, but 
with limited success.

“I have worked so hard to involve 
the Asians in the political process,” 
Wong said. ‘Thank you for waking 
up the Asian community because you 
have done that,” she said to her former 
colleagues at the March 3 meeting.

Texas SB 147 has drawn nationwide 
attention since Governor Greg Abbott 
tweeted his support of it in mid-Jan- 
uary. The bill, in its current wording, 
would ban government entities, com
panies and citizens of China, Iran, Rus
sia and North Korea from purchasing 
any real property in Texas.

The bill has prompted strong push- 
back from the Asian community, and 
the bill’s sponsor. Republican Senator 
Lois Kolkhorst, made a concession by 
stating at the hearing that “the com
mittee substitute will make it crystal 
clear that dual citizens and legal per
manent residents are able to purchase 
property:

Kolkhorst also said a change will 
be made to make an exception for the 
purchase of a homestead by people 
who aren’t citizens or permanent 
residents.

The hearing was also about SB 711, a 
bill proposed in late January to require 
foreign entities, businesses and indi
viduals from countries identified as

the everyday hustle and bustle of 
life,” he continued.

Stephen Orlins, the president 
of the National Committee on US- 
China Relations, recalled his past 
visits to Chengdu and said “the 
most important part of those vis
its is taking Americans to see the 
pandas”.

“The problems that exist today 
in the relationship won’t be solved 
overnight, but they will be solved 
through additional people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges. And when Ameri
cans start going back to China, 
going back to Chengdu, seeing the 
incredible progress that Chengdu 
has made since I first visited it 
in 1980, they will better under
stand what is happening in China 
and better understand where US- 
China relations should be going,” 
said Orlins.

With the theme of “a vibrant 
and hospitable park city with 
snowy mountain skyline”, Mon
day’s reception also featured 
bamboo-weaving technique dem
onstrations, and solo piano and 
Sichuan Opera face-changing 
performances.

pandemic. In 2020 Trump repeat
edly attacked China and even with
drew from the WHO after accusing 
the body of favoring China.

Since the early 2010s, the US has 
been escalating its containment 
efforts against China by taking 
unilateral trade measures, impos
ing technology barriers, invest
ment and financial barriers, and 
other sanctions, and by forging 
military alliances such as AUKUS, 
Sachs said.

With the recovery of tourism 
worldwide and China optimiz
ing its CO VID response, Chengdu 
is taking the lead as one of the 
major Chinese cities attracting 
international tourists.

The Chinese Consulate General 
in New York and the Chengdu 
Municipal People’s Government 
on Monday held a reception to 
promote the culture and tourism 
of Chengdu.

Since ancient times, Chengdu, 
which is now the capital of South
west China’s Sichuan province, 
has alw'ays been a pioneer in 
China’s opening-up, said Huang 
Ping, Chinese consul general in 
New York.

“As early as more than 2,000 
years ago, the Southern Silk Road 
was started from Chengdu. Right 
now, Chengdu has become a new 
force in China’s new round of 
opening-up. It has become the 
development highland and knowm 
as China’s western Silicon Valley,” 
he said.

The theme of the event was 
friendship, said Huang. “We are 
very pleased to see that Chengdu 
has profound friendship relations 
with lots of American cities like 
Nashville, Honolulu, Phoenix and 
many others.”

“Kung Fu Panda is one of my 
favorite movies,” said Huang, 
laughing. “I still remember a 
line from it. Yesterday is history, 
tomorrow is a mystery, but today 
is a gift. That is why it is called 
‘present’.

“Let us show wisdom and the 
courage to clear the fog that hangs 
over the current China-US rela
tions, adhere to the spirit of mutu
al respect, peaceful coexistence 
and the win-win cooperation and 
a better benefit to the people of 
the two countries and the whole 
world,” said Huang.

Chengdu 2021, the Internation
al University Sports Federation 
(FISU) World University Games, 
and the 2023 Worldcon will be 

a country posing risk to US nation
al security, according to the federal 
Annual Threat Assessment, to disclose 
their nation of oiigin when purchasing 
real property.

It also allows the seller to end the 
sale agreement based on such disclo
sure without any penalty or liability. 

Of 139 registered speakers, 129 
opposed both bills at the Senate hear
ing. Those speaking included F-l visa 
students, work visa and green card 
holders, citizens, and representatives 
from various business organizations 
and civil rights groups.

CJ Zhao, a citizen who has been in 
the US for more than 30 years, told the 
Senate: “We feel we are under attack 
by our own state representatives” and 
vowed to fight those who will vote for 
the bilL

“Your vote for this bill will be a vote 
against our whole community. When 
the time comes for re-election, we will 
remember this. We will become single
issue voters voting for your opponents 
and campaign against you in every 
way we know' how? Zhao said.

A 10-year-old boy from Arlington 
told the Senate: “If I show this bill 
to my classmates and schoolteacher, 
they would all agree that this perfectly 
matches the definition of discrimina
tion.” He said he is worried that he 
and his Chinese friends would be bul
lied, and his grandmother might be 
attacked because of the bills. 

“Are you going to be responsible for 
that?’ he asked.

A woman who said she is a Dell 
engineer and obtained her permanent

AFGHANISTAN 
Universities reopen but 
women still barred 
Male students trickled back to their 
classes on Monday after universities 
reopened following a winter break but 
w'omen remain barred by authorities. 
The university ban is one of several 
restrictions imposed on women since 
the Taliban stormed back to power in 
August 2021 and has sparked wide 
outrage. The Taliban government 
imposed the ban after accusing wom
en students of ignoring a strict dress 
code and a requirement to be accom
panied by a male relative to and from 
campus. Most universities had already 
introduced gender-segregated entran
ces and classrooms, as well as allow
ing women to be taught only by 
female professors or old men.

!&i

held this year in Chengdu; the 
International Horticultural Expo
sition also will be launched in 
Chengdu in 2024, said Liu Renyu- 
an, deputy mayor of Chengdu. 

“With the recovery of tour
ism worldwide, we wrould like to 
extend our sincere invitation to 
American friends from all walks 
of life to visit us in Chengdu for 
traveling and sightseeing, leisure 
and vacation, and investment and 
development,” said Liu.

Liu said that Chengdu is the first 
UNESCO City of Gastronomy in 
Asia. It also has been placed on 
the National Geographic list of 
the “Best of the World’s Must-See 
Places”.

Chengdu is China’s best tourist 
city, said Liu. The number of physi
cal bookstores and museums in 
Chengdu are ranked No 1 and 2 in 
China, respectively. Chengdu was 
voted “The Happiest City in China” 
for 14 consecutive years, he said. 

“We invite you to take a walk 
and wander on the streets of 
Chengdu to feel the charm of 
Chengdu: park city at the foothill 
of the snow-capped mountain in 

PAKISTAN
Suicide bombing kills
10 officers, injures 12
A suicide bomber riding on a motor
cycle rammed into a police track in 
Pakistan’s southwest, killing at least 
10 police officers and wounding 12 
others in one of the deadliest attacks 
on security forces in recent months, 
authorities said. No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for the bomb
ing, which took place on a bridge in 
the district of Sibi in Baluchistan 
Province, but Baluch separatists and 
local militants have been blamed for 
previous such attacks. Mahmood
Notenzai, a local police chief, said the 
officers were on a routine patrol 
when the attack happened.

leak theory and accusing China of 
covering up the truth at the start of 
the outbreak, the US has attempt
ed to shift attention from its own 
foilings in preventing the spread of 
the disease and further demonize 
China as a “threat” observers say.

Despite scientific research by 
multiple nations and a joint inves
tigation by China and the World 
Health Organization, Washington 
continues to press the global 
health watchdog to stage a second- 
phase study into the origin of 
COVID-19 in China, as well as 
mobilized its intelligence agency.

INDONESIA 
Landslide leaves 11 
dead; dozens missing 
A landslide caused by torrential rain 
killed at least 11 people and left doz
ens of others missing on an island in 
Indonesia’s remote Natuna region on 
Monday, disaster officials said. Tons 
of mud fell from surrounding hills 
onto houses in Serasan tillage in 
Natuna. Rescuers recovered at least 
11 bodies and authorities fear that the 
death toll will rise, National Disaster 
Mitigation Agency spokesman Abdul 
Muhari said. He estimated that about 
50 people were still missing. Season
al downpours cause frequent land
slides and floods in Indonesia, a 
chain of 17,000 islands w'here mil
lions of people live in mountainous 
areas or in fertile flood plains.

Since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic in early 2020, the Unit
ed States lias pursued the most 
convenient and economical way in 
finding the origins of the novel 
coronavirus — fabricating ground
less allegations against China, 
experts say.

In the latest episode, US media 
have hyped an updated intelli
gence report by the US Depart
ment of Energy, saying the 
pandemic “most likely” arose from 
a laboratory leak in China.

Calling the report “significant”, 
The Wall Street Journal said: ‘The 
Energy Department now joins the 
FBI in saying the virus likely 
spread via a mishap at a Chinese 
laboratory.”

The department had previously 
said it was unsure w'here the virus 
originated. However, it changed its 
position and arrived at the lab leak 
judgment with “low confidence”, 
which means the information it 
obtained “is not enough or is too 
fragmented to make a definitive 
analytic judgment or that there is 
not enough information available 
to draw a more robust conclusion”, 
a CNN report explained.

Searching for the origin of COV
ID-19 will help humanity cope 
with future pandemics, and inves
tigations should be conducted in 
a scientific wjay. However, since 
former US president Donald 
Tramp labeled the disease the 
“China virus”, this work has faced 
challenges caused by political 
manipulation.

By hyping up its so-called lab

Politicized topic
“The topic of the lab origin of 

the coronavirus has been con
stantly raised. First, Trump start
ed it, and then (President Joe) 
Biden supported it,” Gennady 
Onishchenko, first deputy chair
man of the Committee on Educa
tion and Science of the State 
Duma, Russia’s lower house of 
parliament, told Xinhua. “Obvi
ously, the purpose is to blame Chi
na. All this is being done to 
politicize the topic of COVID-19 
origins. Perhaps, other steps will 
follow. They don’t need the truth.” 

For years, US politicians have 
created a narrative to contain Chi
na, making it a scapegoat when 
they talk about national security or 
try to shift public anger over their 
policy failures, analysts noted.

US economist Jeffrey Sachs, who 
heads the Lancet COVID-19 Com
mission, said that once the out
break began, Washington blamed 
China entirely, and even refused to 
cooperate with China to stop the

A crowd of people reach out to claim free durians during the Kenduren celebrations in Jombang, 
Indonesia, on Sunday. The annual festival, held as Thanksgiving for the good harvest of the fruit, 
attracts many tourists. Grown across Southeast Asia, the durian is hailed as the “king of fruits” by its 
fans who liken its creamy texture and intense aroma to blue cheese, but many detractors liken their 
intense aroma to sewage or sweaty socks, juni kriswanto / agence france-presse

Huang Ping (front left), Chinese consul general in New York, and 
other guests watch a Sichuan Opera face-changing performance at 
a reception organized by the Chinese Consulate General in New York 
and the Chengdu municipal government on Monday to promote the 
culture and tourism of the Sichuan province capital. 
MINLU ZHANG / CHINA DAILY

‘Dangerous mistake’
“The goal of the US is to weaken 

China and to mobilize an alliance 
against China,” he said. “This is a 
huge mistake and very dangerous.”

However, the political manipula
tion or even weaponization of the 
origin-tracing issue by the US is not 
popular at the international level. 
More than 80 countries have stated 
explicit opposition to the politici
zation of origin tracing, and over 
300 political parties, civil organiza
tions, and think tanks from more 
than 100 countries and regions 
have submitted a joint statement 
to the WHO Secretariat.

Countries around the world are 
getting tired of the politics some 
major pourers are trying to play in 
regard to the pandemic. Politics 
does not have a constructive role 
in overcoming the human and 
economic toll that this virus has 
inflicted on different countries, 
said Cavince Adhere, a Kenya
based scholar in international 
relations.

Politicizing the origin-tracing of 
COVID-19 is not helpful to the 
international community, and the 
blame game that we have seen 
from Washington really doesn’t 
work well for the global anti-pan- 
demic effort, he added.

resident status recently, said that her 
family wall move to another state if die 
bills pass “because we just don’t feel 
comfortable to live in an Asian-hatred 
environment”

Another woman, a work visa holder, 
told the Senate tiiat the proposed bills 
are already turning some Asians aw'ay 
from Texas. She said a friend of hers is 
reconsidering a software engineering 
offer in Austin because of the bills and 
is now looking elsewhere.

Wong, u'ho was given extra time 
to testify, recited her life story, u'hich 
illustrated the progress of American 
society and urged the lawmakers not 
to go backward.

She told how her father wasn’t able 
to buy or rent a house in the 1930s and 
1940 in Houston, and the whole family 
had to live in a store room where gro
cery boxes were stacked to the ceiling. 

She recounted tiiat when a friend’s 
parent was planning to build a house 
in the Meyerland neighborhood in 
Houston in 1959, a person filed a peti
tion to not allow the Chinese man to 
build a house on the lot

Eight years later, she and her family 
moved into the area, and in 1994, she, 
a Chinese, was elected to represent the 
area on Houston’s City Council.

She recalled tiiat River Oaks, one of 
the most affluent neighborhoods in 
Houston, had deed restrictions in the 
1960s not to allow Jews and Chinese 
but only Caucasians to buy property 
there.

“In 2003,1 was able to represent the 
River Oaks area in the Texas House of 
Representatives,” said Wong, adding 
that “we have moved forward in the 
state of Texas”

However, the two bills are causing 
discrimination against many Asians, 
Wong said.

“What is happening is that the 
unintentional consequences [of the 
bills] are going to cause us to have 
some backward movement” and 
“that’s what most people talked about 
today” at the healing, Wong told the 
Senate.

Wong urged the lawmakers to look 
closely at the language of the bills and 
come up with a better version.

US maneuver seen as an attempt to 
shift attention from its own failings

Your vote for this 
bill will be a vote 
against our whole 
community.” 
CJ Zhao, in testimony at Texas 
Senate against bill to ban 
purchase of real property by 
citizens of China, other nations 
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A MODERN COMMUNITY
EMERGES FROM THE PAST
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and livestreaming are no longer something unusual. 
Students enjoy free education from kindergarten to 
senior middle school. With a permanent population of 
5,000, the residents have 1,036 automobiles.

The photos taken in 2012 and this year aim to show 
how life lias changed through the country’s poverty 
alleviation and rural totalization programs.

*

by deep gorges and snowcapped mountains until 2014, 
when a tunnel provided access to the wider world.

For hundreds of years, Derung people lived a primi
tive life—sleeping in thatched homes, traversing rivers 
by rope crossing, climbing the mountains on hand
made vine ladders. But now it has been transformed. 

In October 2012, China Daily reporters visited the 
town to meet the residents.

The 79.6-kilometer mountain road from Gongshan

county to the town had 794 bends. We departed at 8 am 
and arrived as the sun was setting.

In February this year, we revisited the area. This 
time, it took just two hours to drive there. Upon arrival, 
what we saw were brand-new dwellings surrounded by 
clear rivers. The shaky single-log bridges were replaced 
by sturdy modem structures.

Everybody lias a mobile phone except for some of the 
elderly and children. E-commerce, express delivery

■A

Editor’s note: The 20th 
National Congress of the Com
munist Party of China set out a 
blueprintfor China's path to 
modernization, with the aim of 
guiding the development of all 
walks of life in the new era and 
contributing positively to global 
progress. Throughout the year, 
China Daily will run a series of 
picture stories that highlight 
important way points on this 
journey. In this first install
ment, we examine the dramatic 
change in fortunes of the Der
ungpeople in Yunnan province, 
brought about by a decade of 
dedication and development.
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Remote isolated area transformed as it embraces a future of opportunities, 
report Li Yingqing and Wang Jing in Dulongjiang, Yunnan, and Chen Meiling.
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Above left and right: Li Wenshi and her daughter Li Yuhua at home in Xiongdang village, Dulongjiang township, Gongshan county of Yunnan province, on Oct 21,2012; the duo at home, on Feb 6. 
PHOTOS BY WANG JING / CHINA DAILY

\

Top and above: A view of Xiong
dang village, Dulongjiang town
ship. Gongshan county of
Yunnan province, pictured on
Oct 21,2012; an aerial view of the 
whole village on Feb 6.
Right and below right: A frontier 
guard crosses Dulong River on a 
shaky wood panel suspension 
bridge on Oct 20,2012; local vil
lagers walk on a big, concrete 
bridge, called the Bailai Gan’en 
Bridge, on Feb 8. 
Below and bottom, from left: 
Police officers from the local 
border police station take ID 
photos for villagers at Xiong
dang village, on Oct 21,2012. 
They arrived at the village after 
hours of riding horses carrying 
all the photography equipment; 
a villager has his ID photo taken 
at the township's police station 
on Feb 6.
Kong Jihong, then a Grade 4 
student in the township's 
primary-and-junior-middle- 
school, does exercises to music 
during a class interval, pictured 
on Oct 20,2012; Kong, now a 
sophomore student at Dalian 
Minzu University, at his home in 
Kongmei village on Feb 7. 
Math teacher Wang Xiaotao 
teaches a class on Oct 20,2012; 
Wang at home in Gongshan 
county on Feb 9.

Left and below: A man with a 
huge bag dangles on a wire as he 
crosses the Dulong River on Oct 
18,2012; the Kongdang Big 
Bridge pictured on Feb 9, which 
now spans the river and pro
vides smooth transport links 
with the outside world.

Online
See more by 
scanning the
code.

V

MS

LI

' ■' ■' AS-

' -

Ml

Left and below left: A car drives 
on a road full of stones on Oct 19,
2012, before the construction of 
the Gaoligong Mountain
Dulongjiang Highway Tunnel; a 
car passes through the highway 
tunnel on Feb 9. The tunnel was 
completed in late November
2013.
Below and bottom, from right: 
Villager Li Zirong and his wife 
and daughter in front of their 
home at Dizhengdang village of 
the township on Oct 21,2012; 
the trio in front of their own 
supermarket on Feb 6. 
Second-grader Mu Runze at 
school on Oct 20,2012; Mu, now 
a student in a Kunming occupa
tional middle school, at home in 
Kongmei village on Feb 7. 
Second-grader Jin Xiaoping 
enjoys a class interval on 
Oct 20,2012; Jin, now an 
auxiliary policeman at the 
border police station of Dulong
jiang township, on Feb 8.
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ver the last decade, Dulongjiang 
township, Gongshan county of Yun
nan province, has seen drastic 
changes, which resulted in one of 
the most remote, closed and poorest 
areas in China embracing digital

and modern life.
Home of one of die country’s smallest ethnic groups, 

the Derang, Dulongjiang township used to be isolated
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Fand Italian designs
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Top author launches collection of short stories
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Cao Wenxuan is known for his novels, especially those for children
and teenagers, wang hua / for china daily

A local artisan clad in traditional ethnic costume demonstrates 
her embroidery skills at an exhibition in Nanning, Guangxi
Zhuang autonomous region, chen guanyan / china news service
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NANNING — At the Nanning 
Museum, located in South China’s 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
region, a striking black pleated 
skirt adorned with vibrant ethnic 
design elements has been a crowd- 
puller, with tourists flocking in to 
take photos.

This creation has been designed 
by renowned Milanese designer 
Giancarlo Mossi Borella, and is a 
standout feature of the museum’s 
collection.

Borella’s design is a creative 
fusion of Western fashion art and 
elements from ethnic groups in 
China. Drawing inspiration from 
the intricate customs of these 
groups, he incorporated their aes
thetics into the dress.

One notable feature of the dress 
is its black color, which holds sig
nificance for certain ethnic group 
communities. To pay homage to 
this tradition, Borella chose to 
incorporate this color into the 
design. The dress also boasts pleat
ed outer yam on the top and lower 
skirt, adding a delightful texture to 
the garment

To further enhance its cultural 
authenticity, he decorated the 
dress with handicraft belts, head
dresses and accessories that are 
emblematic of these ethnic 
groups.

“Before designing this dress, we 
were inspired by Guangxi’s Zhuang 
brocade, and it took me two weeks 
to choose the color to match the 
belt pattern. It can be said that we 
(Italy) make the house of the con
cept but you (China) made the 
heart of the house,” says Yosmany 
Larrea, Borella’s assistant.

Borella and Larrea share an 
appreciation for ethnic cultures, 
and they first learned about 
Guangxi’s ethnic groups back in 
2018.

In December 2019, they led a 
team of Italian designers to Nan
ning and Longzhou to witness 
firsthand the skills of the Zhuang 
people in creating brocade fabrics. 

“I was shocked on arriving at the 
workshop and I felt like I stepped 
into a magical land. Weaving skills 
are good, and Zhuang brocade is 
beautiful. I also touched the mate
rials. At that time, I hoped to bring 
Zhuang brocade elements into my 
design immediately Borella says. 

During the visit, Borella was 
impressed by the skills of local 
people in creating brocade fabrics 
and their rich cultural heritage.

He felt inspired to incorporate 
these ethnic elements into his 
design and share them with the 
world, as a way to promote and

courage that facilitates them to face 
up to hardships, kind and firm sup
port and help, as well as keen sensi
tivities and observation.

The works in Mom Is a Tree tell 
more about touching or inspiring 
stories in daily life.

“I care a lot about short stories. 
For decades, after creating a novel, I 
concentrated on the creation of 
short stories in a period of time. Sto
ry ideas often came to my mind, and 
I would be attracted by them and 
feel that I have to write them,” he 
says.

He also shared his method to tell 
whether a novel is good or not with 
audiences at the book event.

“I have a very ‘extreme’ method to 
judge the quality of a novel. It’s very 
simple but very effective, that is to

see whether you can cut out short 
stories or novellas from a novel,” he 
says.

He says he did some experiments 
on Leo Tolstoy’s War and Peace and 
Victor Hugo’s 93.

From War and Peace, he got six 
short stories and novellas, and one 
of them is about Natasha Rostov. 
From 93, he got a good story that he 
named Paoshou (The Cannon 
Beast).

“Writing fiction is to create scenes 
and fragments,” he says.

“To write a short story is to trim 
carefully a scene or a fragment like 
how a gardener works in a garden, 
and to write a novel is to work on 
many scenes and fragments like 
how a fanner works in a much big
ger field.”

At the 35th Beijing Book Fair in 
late February, Cao Wenxuan, win
ner of the Hans Christian Andersen 
Award in 2016, appeared at an 
event to launch the English and 
French translations of his short-sto
ry collection, Mom Is a Tree, and to 
talk about his ideas concerning the 
genre.

Born in 1954 in Yancheng, East 
China’s Jiangsu province, Cao is one 
of the most well-known Chinese 
writers in the world, with more than 
170 works translated into more than 
40 languages.

Cao is known for his novels, espe
cially those for children and teen
agers.

Lately, his two new collections of

short stories and novellas — Heise 
Huangyuan (Black Wilderness) 
and Jiudian Guaike (The Strange 
Man in the Tavern) — have also 
come out.

Cao says the two new books col
lect 12 and 11 short stories and 
novellas respectively that he careful
ly selected from more than 130 pie
ces he created.

The 12 pieces in/fefse Huangyuan, 
through the stories and eyes of 
strong-minded boys, depict a wild 
but vibrant, simple but colorful 
world, which is also represented by 
the illustrations of realistic style 
included in the book.

The 11 stories in Jiudian Guaike 
represent the particularly precious 
gifts that boys receive during their 
growth: pure and warm friendship,

Top: A visitor looks at a new book on display at the 35th Beijing 
Book Fair, running from Feb 24 to 26. Above: Three new novels are 
featured in the launch ceremony of the Sailing Project hosted by the 
China Writers Association in Beijing, photos provided to china daily

*

II’ II

SI flt 
$ *1

To write a short 
story is to trim 
carefully a scene 
or a fragment like 
how a gardener 
works in a garden.”
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We expect translators to continue caring 
about and supporting contemporary Chinese 

literature, so that we can benefit from one 
another in communication and exchanges.” 

Zhang Hongsen, vice-president, China Writers Association

■ /

Works are promoted, overseas to boost 
better knowledge of the country, 

Yang Yang reports.

translate more books into Chinese 
language so that readers can learn 
more about Algerian literature and 
culture.

Judith Oriol from the French 
embassy in China says books can 
transcend time and space, becom
ing an important medium for dif
ferent cultures to communicate.

For a long time, there had been 
few translators in France who 
could translate Chinese literary 
masterpieces, but now there are 
more people learning and speak
ing Chinese, which has brought 
new possibilities. She says she 
expects the two countries to have 
more communication and 
exchanges to further the coopera
tion in publishing industry.

The ceremony also included a 
section devoted to introducing 17 
novels that have been recently pub
lished in China, such as Ge Liang’s 
Yanshiji (Food Is Heaven) and Di 
An’s Qin’ai De Fengmi (Dear Feng- 
mi). Cooperation agreements for 
five of these novels were signed.

Wei Wei’s Yanxiali (In the Years), 
a novel about a woman’s life 
against the backdrop of China’s 
reform and opening-up, will be 
translated into Persian.

Ye Zhou’s Liangzhou Shibapai 
(Eighteen Stanzas of Liangzhou), a 
novel about the history of the Hexi 
Corridor in Northwest China’s 
Gansu province, will be translated 
into English.Thearteryconnecting 
China with Central Asia served as a 
conduit for Buddhism, trade and 
military ventures in ancient times. 

Lin Bai’s Beiliu, a novel about 
the personal history of a female 
scholar in southern China, starting 
from the 1950s, will be translated 
into Vietnamese.

Li Fengqun’s Yuexia (Under the 
Moon), a novel about the problems 
concerning marriage and love that 
contemporary Chinese women are 
facing, will be translated into 
French and Hindi.

Ye Mi’s Bulao (Never Get Old), a 
novel focusing on the protagonist’s 
love affaii' against the background 
of China’s reform and opening-up, 
starting in 1978, will be translated 
into English and Korean.
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n late February, the China 
Writers Association launched 
the Sailing Project at China 
Modern Literature Museum

in Beijing. More than 150 people 
from home and abroad attended 
the ceremony in person or online, 
including Chinese miters and 
publishers, culture officials from 
foreign embassies in China, and 
Sinologists from Spain, Turkiye 
and Mexico.

The project is to support the 
translation, publishing and pro
motion of Chinese literary works 
in overseas markets.

Zhang Hongsen, vice-president 
of the association, says in a speech 
that, through the translations of 
fine literary works, readers across 
the world can not only learn 
about the lifestyle of contempo
rary Chinese people, but also get 
closer to their spiritual world, cul
ture, custom and social life, so 
that they can better understand 
contemporary China.

“The China Writers Association 
has been promoting the communi
cation and exchange of Chinese lit
erature in the international 
market, providing help and sup
port to translators of Chinese liter
ature,” he says.

“We expect translators to contin
ue caring about and supporting 
contemporary Chinese literature, 
so that we can benefit from one 
another in communication and 
exchanges.”

In June, Algeria will be the guest 
of honor for the year at the Beijing 
International Book Fair. Algeria’s 
Ambassador to China Hassane 
Rabehi says this year marks the 
10th anniversary of the Belt and 
Road Initiative, which aims to pro
mote peace, prosperity and coop
eration among people around the 
world.

Literary translation is of great sig
nificance, and the Sailing Project, 
with a series of fine translation 
works, will strengthen mutual 
understanding of people from dif
ferent countries, bring about coop
eration and strengthen 
international cohesion, Rabehi says. 

As the guest of honor for this 
year’s BIBF, Algeria will also pro
actively promote the cooperation 
between China and Algeria, and

preserve this valuable aspect of 
Chinese culture.

Larrea says in China’s ethnic 
group areas, ethnic culture and 
art are deeply intertwined with 
people’s daily lives and produc
tion practices. According to her, 
the Zhuang brocade is not only a 
form of culture but also a carrier 
of culture.

He Ka, head of Guangxi Jinzhu- 
angjin Culture and Art, has been 
actively engaged in promoting the 
local ethnic culture to the world. 
To achieve this goal. He has 
worked closely with Borella and 
his team, fostering a productive 
exchange and cooperation 
between them.

He’s company has forged a col
laboration with the China-Italy 
Cultural Exchange Association 
and Italian designers to establish 
the Guangxi Zhuang brocade 
brand operation team and create 
their own brand, Donna Hecca. 
Registered in both China and Italy, 
this brand encompasses a range of 
products, including clothing and 
accessories.

The exhibition hall of He’s com
pany showcases a variety of hand
bag samples. “We use raw 
materials with distinctive ethnic 
characteristics that are sourced 
from China. Borella and his team 
design the products, which are 
then produced in Italy,” He says. 

“Italy boasts a wealth of cultural 
and artistic heritage, while Guang
xi is renowned for its ethnic cul
ture. By combining these two 
cultures, we can break free from 
traditional design concepts and 
create a new fusion that integrates 
design elements from China and 
foreign countries,” He adds.

Donna Hecca now plans to 
expand its product line to include 
perfume under the same brand. 
Guangxi is rich in raw materials 
suitable for perfume production, 
making it an ideal location for 
sourcing ingredients, He explains. 

Currently, two teams from China 
and Italy are in touch through 
online communication to deter
mine patterns, styles, fabrics and 
other details.

According to Borella, the Zhuang 
brocade has a promising market in 
Europe.

By using modern design con
cepts to present the culture and 
history of Chinese ethnic groups to 
Western consumers, they would 
further promote the ethnic culture 
represented by the Zhuang bro
cade in Europe, He adds.

7

Tl ■

A

it

I

£

: fl
’ T

II
II

X

F >

1



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:44 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBALEDITION Tuesday, March 7,2023 I 11

COMMENT
Editorials

Song Chen

T
r'j

3

Ji-

Opinion Line

Germany walks the tightrope as
Repeated derailments reflect poor governance Washington ups China pressure

E

Embrace Al, the potentials are immense

Stone Age fits for paranoia-driven US

A

What They Say

Human rights cause should shun political manipulation

Contact us at
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Editor’s Note: The following are excerpts from Foreign Minister Qin Gang’s address at the High-level Segment of
the 52nd Session of the UnitedNations Human Rights Council last week:

Before German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz’s visit to the United States, 
White House press secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre said the visit is an 
opportunity to reaffirm the deep 
friendship between the two coun
tries and discuss important issues 
such as “working together to sup
port continued efforts in Ukraine, 
impose costs on Russia through 
sanctions and export controls, and 
strengthen transatlantic security”. 
Scholz said he had a lot to talk with 
US President Joe Biden about sup
porting Ukraine.

The high-level visits between the 
US and Germany usually reflect the 
warm ties the two countries share, 
and the “personal friendship” 
between their leaders. However, 
Biden made an unannounced visit 
to Ukraine ahead of the first anni
versary of the Ukraine conflict and 
then made an official visit to 
Poland, bypassing Germany.

path should be respected. 
Countries should comprehen

sively promote and protect all 
human rights. Human rights are 
indivisible. The right to subsistence 
and the right to development are 
basic human rights of primary 
importance. Civil and political 
rights, and economic, social and 
cultural rights should be accorded 
equal attention and advanced in a 
holistic way. More attention should 
be paid to the human rights chal
lenges facing developing countries 
and their human rights needs. 
Measures of unilateral coercion vio
late international law and the basic 
human rights of the people of the 
countries concerned, and should be 
lifted immediately and uncondi
tionally.

The world should commit to 
international fairness and justice. 
The advancement of the interna
tional human rights cause needs

solidarity and cooperation, not divi
sion or confrontation. Human 
rights should not be used as a pre
text for meddling in other countries’ 
internal affairs or holding back oth
er countries’ development. The acts 
by some to politicize, weaponize 
and instrumentalize human rights 
issues should be opposed. 

The UN Human Rights Council 
should be a stage for constructive 
dialogue and cooperation, rather 
than an arena for political manipu
lation and bloc confrontation. The 
human rights treaty bodies and the 
special procedures should operate 
within their mandates and build 
bridges of communication with 
member states. Only by following 
the principles of impartiality, objec
tivity, non-selectivity and non-polit- 
icization can the UN human rights 
system function well and bring con
tinued positive energy to the inter
national human rights cause.

Clearly, the US is making no 
secret of its intention to put greater 
pressure on Germany to make a 
“bigger contribution” to its strategy 
of countering China, while German 
politicians, think tanks and the 
media hope to talk more about the 
Inflation Reduction Act that brings 
great disadvantages to foreign 
products, manufacturing and servi
ces in the US market.

Some German officials believe 
Germany and the US have many 
converging or close strategic inter
ests, but also many where they disa
gree, leading Germany to adopt a 
“dualistic stance” that accommo
dates US interests and sentiments 
while emphasizing Germany’s and 
Europe’s strategic autonomy. 

On the Russia-Ukraine conflict, for 
instance, the US and Germany are 
one in seeking unity and consolida
tion within NATO by assisting 
Ukraine and weakening Russia, but

Seventy-five years ago, the Uni
versal Declaration of Human 
Rights was born from the ashes of 
World War II. The Declaration, 
affirming the respect for and pro
tection of basic human rights, is a 
milestone in the international 
human rights cause. Thirty years 
ago, the Vienna Declaration and 
Program of Action established the 
equal status of all human rights. 
The vision of promoting human 
rights through development and 
cooperation has become more and 
more widely appreciated. 

There is no one-size-fits-all 
model for the protection of 
human rights. As such, China pro
poses that the international com
munity should commit to a path 
of human rights development 
that suits the realities of each 
country. The right of all countries 
to independently choose their 
own human rights development

I recently forwarded some reports, 
art work and video clips that had 
been made using artificial intelli
gence to 10 friends. The text was so 
delicately worded, the art work so 
detailed and nicely done and the vid
eo so carefully edited that none of 
my friends could even guess that 
they had all been created by Al, and 
not a human. It was difficult to say if 
a human could have done better, 
instead.

I had my brush with this new 
technology in a WeChat group host
ed by a robot that uses GPT3 tech
nology, the same as ChatGPT.

As the learning of algorithms deep
ens, many earlier assumptions about 
Al don’t hold any more. For example.

by highlighting humanitarian aid as a key part of 
its agenda, as if the endless humanitarian crises 
the US has brought to the region and beyond after 
World War II are just tuition fees locals paid for 
their required lessons in US-style democracy.

Not only is the Quad trying to expand its scope 
from security to almost all areas of an international 
body — just to gain more handles to drive a wedge 
between China and regional countries — it is also 
attempting to be the setter of the laws, rules, orders 
and values in the region.

By saying in a panel discussion that as long as 
China abides by the rules of international institu
tions, standards and laws there would be no con
flicts between China and the Quad, the only time 
China was mentioned, Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yoshimasa Hayashi just showed how fest Tokyo, as 
a let-me-do-the-dirty-work servant in the gang, has 
learned the US’ tricks. Washington likes to try and 
claim the moral high ground so it can dangle a 
plumb bob into the yard of other countries to 
measure the integrity of their actions.

The Japanese foreign minister also stated that 
the four countries were in tune, comparing them to 
a classical musical quartet, The Beatles.

He should perhaps be reminded that the four 
members of that group outgrew each other and 
they disbanded acrimoniously.

unlike the US, Germany, which is 
close to die conflict zone, is con
cerned about the spillover effects. So, 
while the US seems determined to 
escalate the Ukraine issue, Germany 
has been switching between con
servative and radical stances. Even 
regarding China, while the US is 
pressuring allies to contain it, Ger
many lias its own considerations in 
view of its economic ties with China. 

Given that Europe has to rely 
more on the US’ military shield, 
Europe might have to restrain its 
intention of adopting an independ
ent strategy. Therefore, Germany, die 
economic powerhouse in Europe, is 
bound to submit more to die US on 
bilateral issues. That can explain 
why before Scholz’s visit to the US, a 
number of German politicians were 
busy pressuring China on the 
Ukraine issue, a sign that Germany 
will dance to the US’ tune. 

- BEIJINGNEWS

it was earlier believed that Al would 
only be able to do simple, repetitive 
work But it can actually complete 
assignments that require creativity. 
Al can even imitate a painter’s style 
while drawing an image.

All this makes one worry wheth
er we can still retain our jobs or one 
day get replaced by Al that can cre
ate texts, images, and video clips. 

It actually varies. Al and its pro
pelled robots are surely emerging 
as replacements for many jobs. But 
the fast development of Al is also 
creating new jobs, such as that of 
“Al coordinator” the requirement 
of which can already be seen listed 
on domestic job sites. The coordi
nator needs to clearly express to Al

a dues-paying member, has strongly opposed the 
use of ECP brakes because it thinks they are 
“extremely costly1:

The feet that money calls the shots in the US has 
made it easy for more advanced technologies and 
tougher safety regulations to give way to the rail 
companies’ cost-cutting and profit-at-all-cost busi
ness model.

Norfolk Southern, which has paid its executives 
millions of dollars and spent billions of dollars on 
stock buybacks, has reportedly fired thousands of 
employees to save costs despite warnings that 
understaffing would pose safety risks.

When business gets involved in politics, politics 
becomes a business. It is no secret that after rail 
industry donors reportedly delivered more than $6 
million to GOP campaigns, the Donald Trump 
administration, in 2017, rescinded the safety regu
lations proposed by the previous administration 
aimed at making better braking systems wide
spread on the country’s rails.

All this has made repeated derailments in the US 
a frequent, and tragic, phenomenon.

Instead of pointing fingers at other countries 
for their alleged human rights violations, politi
cians in the US should do some soul-reflection 
and work to make their own country a safer place 
to live. That’s the only way to answer to the US 
public which is saying “enough is enough”

he Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held 
in New Delhi on Friday followed hard on 
the heels of the G20 Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting in the same city.

Knowing that a small closed-door colloguing 
would be done after their big party dispersed, the 
rest of the G20 members should have been aware 
beforehand that their meeting was only a warm-up 
for the real guests of New Delhi.

A hanger-on of the United States, a partner with 
Russia and a neighbor with China, India, after con
tributing the observation “global governance has 
failed” in the G20 meeting, is doing a poor job in 
balancing its relations with the three.

The host did little to prevent the US from 
downgrading the G20 meeting into a Russia- 
bashing farce, and the joint statement issued aft
er the Quad gathering was full of veiled attacks 
on China.

Indeed, the Quad meeting shows that a NATO- 
style gang is being formed in the Asia-Pacific with 
the four as a geopolitical tool of Washington, a 
means-to-end for Japan, hedging-its-bets for a 
speculative India and an OK-I-am-in Australia, 
which doesn’t want to be left out of anything led by 
the US.

In the joint statement, the bloc went to great 
lengths to sugarcoat its spearhead targeting China,
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s shown by the hullabaloo over a 
research balloon that inadvertently 
entered the United States’ airspace, par
anoia is rife in the country.

The very obvious and slow-moving unarmed 
civilian balloon was blown up out of all propor
tion into a national security threat before it was 
eventually blown out of the sky by a fighter jet as 
it was heading out of US airspace.

Overkill, yes. But a US Air Force commander 
issued a memo to those under his command in 
January predicting that the US would fight a war 
with China in 2025 and they should be ready to 
use “unrepentant lethality”. So, not out of charac
ter.

Perhaps Washington should lock itself down or 
at least issue a global health warning on it being 
non compos mentis, as it appears that the anti
China mania gripping Washington affects the 
mental faculties of those showing symptoms. It is 
not just high-altitude meteorological balloons 
that can get those in the throes of anti-China para
noia in a tizzy; any object can come under suspi
cion.

In the latest outbreak some national security and 
Pentagon officials have compared ship-to-shore 
cranes made by the China-based manufacturer, 
ZPMC, to a TYojan horse.

Cranes are “the perfect combination of legiti
mate business that can also masquerade as clan
destine intelligence collection,” claims Bill 
Evanina, a former US counterintelligence offi
cial.

But even if they do contain sophisticated sensors 
that can register and track the provenance and des-

ven as residents in East Palestine, Ohio, 
are still struggling with the aftermaths of 
a Norfolk Southern train derailment on 
Feb 3 that released toxic chemicals into

the environment, forcing thousands of people to 
evacuate their homes, another train of the same 
company derailed in the same US state on Satur
day.

Fortunately this time, there has been no indica
tion of any risk to public health from the accident 
in Springfield Township, which saw 28 of the 
train’s 212 cars derailed.

The latest derailment was the fourth in the past 
five months in Ohio. The high frequency of derail
ments in the United States cannot but prompt the 
public to demand an answer to the poor safety 
record of the country’s railroad sector.

Experts have attributed the repeated accidents, 
most of which are considered to be “preventable” to 
the industry’s long-delayed technological upgrad
ing. It beggars belief that in the US, which is doing 
all in its power to remain the world’s sole technolo
gy superpower, many trains still rely on a Civil War- 
era braking system that was developed in 1886, 
rather than electronically controlled pneumatic 
brakes, which are more efficient at making emer
gency stops.

The American Association of Railroads, a lobby
ing group to which Norfolk Southern has long been

tination of containers, a crane can still be just a 
crane doing what a crane is supposed to do and 
nothing more.

It makes one wonder where the concerns come 
from that China could capture information on 
stuff being shipped in or out of the US to support 
US military actions around the world. Is it 
because the US is employing all the chips in prod
ucts it manufactures for such purposes? Or is it 
because the US military and security agencies are 
up to no good? If past practice is any guide, proba
bly both.

Of course, such allegations of Chinese products 
being used to spy on Americans are nothing new. 
Chinese telecommunications company Huawei, 
along with some other leading Chinese companies, 
has effectively been excluded from the US market 
based on such unfounded accusations.

There have also been similar reports in the past 
about Chinese-made television sets, refrigerators 
and washing machines “spying” on US consum
ers in their homes. Yet, despite such scaremonger
ing, in July 2022, the US-based Consumer 
Technology Association released a report that 
showed US high-tech importers paid more than 
$32 billion in tariffs for imports from China from 
2018 to the end of 2021, of which more than a half 
are computers and electronics, many of which 
though they bear Chinese names are installed 
with US chips.

Maybe the 21st century, in which even a reading 
lamp contains chips inside, is not an epoch that 
suits the paranoia-driven US politicians and secu
rity personnel. They will feel safe only in the Stone 
Age.
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Quad setting itself up as core of 
divisive, disruptive ‘Asian NATO’

what the quay is, thus raising effi
ciency. He or she needs to have ade
quate knowledge of computer 
science so that Al can understand 
him/her well.

That’s just one of the jobs that the 
fest progressing Al industry will pro
vide. More people will be required to 
guide Al, repair Al, coordinate 
among different AIs and more. When 
automobiles replaced horse-drawn 
carts, the travel industry flourished 
instead of withering, giving rise to an 
industry that’s dozens of times bigger 
than the previous one. Similarly, it’s 
time we embraced the fest-progress- 
ing Al technology and did not under
estimate its potential.

- ZHANG ZHOU XIANG, CHINA DAILY
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Down-to-earth approach vital for job-seeking graduates
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desperately require skilled workers, 
long-term labor shortage will hinder eco
nomic development.

The current misalignment in labor 
supply and demand is the result of mid- 
to long-term structural contradiction and

port for stable and pragmatic cross
Straits cooperation. Even the separatist 
DPP knows that cross-Straits peace can 
be maintained only by acknowledging 
the 1992 Consensus that there is only one 
China and Taiwan is an integral part of 
China.

China will use the increase in its 
defense budget to cultivate military tal
ent, modernize weapons and equip
ment, reform the military and provide 
services to veterans. In other words, the 
increased amount will help China 
implement major projects, accelerate 
the upgrading of weapons and equip
ment, establish a new talent cultivation 
system, and improve the support system 
for soldiers.

Since the international security envi
ronment is deteriorating, China needs a 
strong military to not only safeguard its 
national security, sovereignty and territo
rial integrity but also take part in inter
national noncombatant missions such as 
disaster relief, international peacekeep
ing, and rescue and relief work. 

China has never sought and will never 
seek hegemony, so the Western powers 
should not misinterpret China’s need for 
a higher defense budget. The Pentagon 
has exaggerated the Chinese military’s 
strength and distorted its goals over the 
years to hype up the “China threat” theo
ry so it can keep raising the US’ defense 
budget.

China is committed to the path of 
peaceful development and prepares the 
defense budget based on the actual situa
tion and actual needs, and poses no 
threat to any country.

hile taking my routine after-lunch 
walk recently, I noticed some tracks 
shuttling in and out of an old resi
dential complex about 500 meters 

from my apartment. I found out that the former 
residents were moving in after their old apart
ment buildings had been renovated. 

The residents were beneficiaries of an on-going 
national project aimed at renovating old and 
dilapidated buildings. China started the project 
five years ago, renovating about 50,000 such 
communities in 2021 and 2022.

According to the project’s planners, the apart
ment buildings that are being renovated are 
those that were constructed before the turn of 
this century. Nationwide, it is estimated, there 
are at least 170,000 such old building com
pounds, accommodating more than 42 million 
families.

Each compound is usually composed of several 
old buildings. The renovated compound near my 
home, for instance, has eight buildings, with four 
of them having been renovated while the rest are 
still on the waiting list.

Funds for the renovation come from govern
ments at various levels, with the central govern
ment putting in a lion’s share. The beneficiaries 
usually don’t have to pay a penny and the govern
ment subsidizes their rent during the renovation 
period — usually lasting a year — when they need 
to live elsewhere.

“I can’t wait to get a new taste of my old house,” 
said an elderly grandmother who was helping 
workers unload furniture from a truck. She said 
balconies had been constructed in the front and 
back of the building, adding about 10 square 
meters to each apartment.

China has worked out an ambitious plan to 
renovate all old and dilapidated buildings within 
the next few years, investing anything between
1.2 trillion yuan and 4 trillion yuan ($173.75 bil
lion and $579.14 billion), depending on construc
tion standards and service facilities.

Apart from giving the buildings a facelift, the 
renovation also includes renewal of power lines, 
water and gas connections and the sewage sys
tems. In the cold northern areas, insulation lay
ers are being added, new windows getting 
installed and heating systems changed. Walls of 
staircases and corridors are sometimes rein
forced and then whitewashed.

The projects also include building of more 
parking lots, installation of body-building facili
ties and tree planting inside the complexes. 
Where residents are willing to pay their share, 
elevators are being installed with government 
subsidies.

The renovation being carried out near my 
home is but one of more than 400 such construc
tion projects on-going in Beijing alone. Last year, 
the local government put in over 1 billion yuan 
into the project, helping to improve living quality 
for thousands of its residents.

Behind the smiling faces of the moving-in resi
dents is the fact that after the renovations the 
apartments’ value can appreciate between 20-30 
percent, not to forget the added living space. 

The on-going renovation project is but a fol
low-up of a 15-year-old squatter settlement 
rebuilding project. That project focused on 
improving housing conditions for people who 
live in shanties formerly built by State-owned 
mines, factories and farms for their employees. 
Many such enterprises either went bankrupt or 
are unable to pay their employees handsomely, 
making it difficult to maintain the settlements or 
enable their employees to buy new homes. 

Organized by the central authorities and 
invested by governments at different levels, new 
settlements were built for those people who can 
move in free or pay a preferential sum of money 
if they want to expand living space. 

In the past decade or so, millions of apart
ments have been built, accommodating well over 
100 million people.

When the thatched roof of his hut was blown 
away in a storm, Chinese poet Du Fu (712-770) 
exclaimed: “It’s rather hard to have enough hous
es to settle those who are suffering from cold. It’s 
my dream to give warmth and wealth to comfort 
those who are suffering from poverty.” 

China is working to make the poet’s dream 
come true. Thumbs up to that effort!

n Sunday China announced a
7.2 percent increase in its 
defense budget for the coming 
year, up slightly from last

year’s 7.1 percent rate of increase. Some 
Western media outlets immediately 
hyped up the defense budget increase, 
and even linked it to the cross-Straits 
tensions.

But if we take an objective look at the 
growth in the defense budget and the 
demands of military modernization, 
their scaremongering proves baseless. 

Recent data show that the defense 
budgets of many countries have been 
continuously increasing despite national 
and global economic slowdowns. In fact, 
the total global military expenditure for 
2023 signifies the building of a “warfare 
economy” which some countries use to 
mint profits.

The United States unveiled a defense 
budget of $857.9 billion for 2023 — an 
increase of a record 13.9 percent. Not 
only does the US have the highest 
defense budget in the world (more than 
the combined total of several countries) 
but also the US has vowed to provide at 
least $800 million in security aid to 
Ukraine as well as providing other aid 
including $6.5 billion for the US costs of 
sending troops and weapons to Eastern 
Europe and equipping allied forces so 
they can defeat Russia.

Japan, too, has raised its military 
expenditure by 26.3 percent to a record 
high of 6.3 trillion yen ($49.84 billion). 
Last year, the Japanese government set a 
goal of doubling the defense budget’s 
share of the GDP to 2 percent by 2027, 
not least because it plans to spend a 
record amount of money on US-made 
Tomahawk cruise missiles to increase its 
strike capability.

European Union member states have 
also joined the arms race by raising their

The author is a professor at the School of 
Law, Hainan University, and a former
military scholar. 
The views don’t necessarily represent.
those of China Daily.

The author is former deputy editor-in-chief
of China Daily.
kangbing@chinadaily.com.cn

he Government 
Work Report on 
Sunday gave priori
ty to ensuring sta

ble growth and employment, 
and vowed to create about 12 
million urban jobs in 2023. 

The number of students 
graduating from college has 
been rising by the year in 
recent times — about 8.74 
million in 2020,9.09 million 
in 2021 and 10.76 million in
2022, and is expected to 
reach 11.58 million this year. 
Add to that the increasing 
number of overseas students 
returning home every year, 
the damaging impacts of the 
pandemic and the tough 
financial situation at home 
and abroad and you get an 
idea of the immense pres
sure the labor market is 
under.

China’s National Bureau of 
Statistics started issuing 
annual urban unemploy
ment figures in 2018, and 
data show the unemploy
ment rate of people aged 
between 16 and 24 has been 
relatively high in recent 
years. In fact, the unemploy
ment rate increased sharply 
last year due to cyclical, fric
tional and structural factors, 
peaking at 19.9 percent in 
July and falling to 17.3 per
cent in January 2023.

And the record 11.58 mil
lion students expected to 
graduate from college this
year, along with the youths 
who graduated last year or 
earlier but could not land a 
job, may find it even more 
difficult to get employment 
in the current situation. 
Worse, it is hard to deter
mine the side effects of
online classes over the past three years 
on students. Perhaps online teaching has 
made some graduates incapable of meet
ing the demands of enterprises and oth
er organizations.

Since college graduates are high-quali
ty labor force, their underemployment or 
long-term unemployment will affect 
socioeconomic development, and the 
isolation of graduates from the labor 
market for long will have a negative 
impact on the accumulation of human 
capital and long-term career develop
ment of graduates.

China’s manufacturing is at a crucial 
stage of transition and upgrading. As the 
development of an industrialized society 
and building of an innovative economy

The author is a researcher at the Institute 
of Population and Labor Economics at
the Chinese Academy ofSocialSciences. 
The views don’t necessarily reflect those 
ofChinaDaily.

budget to the minimum to maintain the 
basic living expenses of the army. There
fore, China is still improving the welfare 
of its military personnel.

China’s military spending last year 
was still less than 2 percent of its GDP. In 
contrast, the US’ humungous defense 
budget and its proportion to the coun
try’s GDP dispel the myth of China’s 
“high” defense expenditure posing a 
threat to the world.

China’s defense expenditure is the sec
ond-highest in the world and is on par 
with the size of its economy. Though 
increasing annually, China’s defense bud
get still accounts for a small share of its 
GDP — about 1.2 percent in 2022 for 
example — while the military budget of 
the US is about 4 percent of its GDP. 

China has the capability to increase its 
defense budget further, but has chosen 
not to as it doesn’t have any intention of 
joining the arms race. Despite this, many 
foreign media have resorted to double 
standard of claiming that Western coun
tries’ swelling defense budgets are to 
defend against potential threats while 
any increase in China’s defense budget is 
to challenge the leadership of the US in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

Some even link the increase in Bei
jing’s military budget to the Taiwan ques
tion. But the fact is, the Taiwan question 
is China’s internal matter and Beijing has 
been prioritizing a peaceful resolution to 
the question. The fact that the ruling 
Democratic Progressive Party lost many 
key districts in the 2022 Taiwan local 
elections in November shows Taiwan res
idents have rejected the DPP’s policy of 
“Taiwan independence” and voted 
against its incompetent governance. 

Kuomintang Vice-Chairman Hsia 
Li-yan’s visit to the Chinese mainland 
from Feb 8 to 17, as the leader of a delega
tion, showed the mainstream public sup-

□

Accordingly, policies 
should be adopted to 
stimulate market entities, 
while graduates should 
display more flexibility in 
their choice of jobs.

The projects also include 
building of more parking lots, 
installation of body-building 
facilities and tree planting 
inside the complexes.

the cyclical challenge caused by the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic, despite the compulsory 
education system and continuously ris
ing number of students in higher educa
tion helping accumulate human capital 
and laying a solid foundation for China’s 
rapid economic development. 

Besides, the higher education reform 
needs to be intensified and the educa
tion system further improved so that it 
can produce college graduates that can 
meet the demands of economic develop
ment and the rapidly changing labor 
market. The top priority of labor market 
policies is to match the supply and 
demand of graduates and creative tal
ents.

*

defense budgets, with the US urging 
NATO countries with relatively small 
military budgets to substantially increase 
their defense budget. For instance, die 
French government has approved a mili
tary budget of more than €43.9 billion 
($42.8 billion), up 7.4 percent year-on- 
year.

And the German government has set 
up a €100-billion defense fund to meet 
NATO’s target of spending 2 percent of 
GDR Many other European countries 
have also increased their defense budget, 
with the United Kingdom planning to 
double its defense budget by 2030 so that 
it accounts for 3 percent of GDP. Overall, 
all major military powers have raised 
their military budgets for 2023 by quite a 
high margin.

In particular, the US has increased its 
defense budget in order to comer Russia 
and to check China’s rise.

China has had to increase its 2023 
defense budget so it can better cope with 
the changing international and regional 
situations and deal with any emergen
cies. And considering the development of 
China’s military lias been disproportion- 
ally lower than the size of its economy 
and growing international clout, the sin
gle digit increase is very low. 

During the defense spending cuts in 
the 1980s, China reduced its defense

Accordingly, policies should be 
adopted to stimulate market enti
ties, while graduates should display 
more flexibility in their choice of 
jobs. This is important because 
many graduates pursue postgradu
ate degrees or look for jobs in gov
ernment departments or State- 
owned enterprises, which obstructs 
the effective allocation of human 
capital and other resources, and 
the development of the labor mar
ket.

Also, graduates should lower 
their expectations for their first job 
while dedicating more time to 
long-term career planning. Many 
even need to face the truth that 
their skills and qualifications do 
not match the requirements of the 
job they are seeking.

While enterprises should be giv
en incentives to promote innova
tion, effective macroeconomic 
policies should be implemented to 
create more jobs and facilitate 
high-quality employment. For 
example, efforts should be made to 
provide subsidies for graduates, 
optimize human capital accumula
tion and promote skills training to 
guide youngsters to make career 
plans.

Enterprises should also be made 
to understand the advantages of 
offering subsidies, skills training 

and internship to graduates, 
because they can help the 
development of the enterpris
es too.

Moreover, an employment 
“buffer zone” should be creat
ed to make sure short-term 

unemployment problems do 
not become long-term struc

tural unemployment problems, 
and provide sendees such as 

study programs, libraries and 
employment guidance to help 
graduates adapt to the changing 
labor market or pursue higher edu

cation.
And the authorities should make pro

visions to ensure that graduates receive 
proper psychological counseling and are 
encouraged to think about bright career 
prospects to prevent them from slipping 
into depression. Graduates who cannot 
easily find a job need to understand that 
the job market is facing some serious 
challenges, but China with the help of 
effective policies will eventually over
come the problem.

Editor’s note: With the aim to make people’s
lives more convenient, comfortable and better, the 
Chinese government has implemented the renova
tion of old urban residential communities in an 
effort to make cities more livable, writes a veteran 
journalist with China Daily.

mn

China will use the increase 
in its defense budget to 
cultivate military talent, 
modernize weapons and 
equipment, reform the 
military and provide 
services to veterans.

Making Du Fu’s 
housing dream 

come true

N
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photovoltaic projects, which boast 
the great advantage of more flexi
bility and convenience in project 
construction, have been progress
ing rapidly across the nation. In 
2022, the installed capacity of new
ly added distributed PV power pro
jects reached 51 GW, accounting for 
more than 58 percent of die 
installed capacity of all newly add
ed PV power projects and becoming 
the mainstay of new energy growth. 

Although the return on new 
energy project investment is 
adversely affected by a phase-out of 
subsidies, China’s new energy sec
tor will maintain strong growth 
momentum on long-term stimulus 
from the gradual improvements in 
the market environment and the 
country’s “dual carbon” goals of 
peaking carbon emissions before
2030 and reaching carbon neutrali
ty before 2060. The provincial tar
gets for new wind and solar power 
installations will add to 620 GW 
during the 14th Five-Year Plan peri
od (2021-25), according to their 
power plans for the period. 

The National Energy Administra
tion expects the electricity generat
ed by wind and solar power to 
double by 2025 from the 2020 level 
and renewable power generation to 
cover more than 80 percent of the 
national electricity consumption 
increments by 2025. 

The remarkable progress in Chi
na’s renewable energy sector can
not be achieved without tire 
integrated development of power 
sources, grids, loads and energy 
storage, as well as the strong sup
port from institutional innovations. 

Before 2018, China witnessed 
rapid expansion in its renewable 
energy sector, but a lack of power 
system flexibility and renewable 
consumption guarantee mecha
nisms resulted in a lot of waste, 
with the electricity curtailment rate 
being at over 10 percent for many 
years in a row. In 2016, the curtailed 

electricity generated by hydro, wind 
and solar energy reached a whop
ping 110 terawatt hours. Thereafter, 
China has been accelerating the 
enhancing of the flexibility of the 
power system, such as flexibility 
retrofits of coal-fired power units, 
trans-regional electricity transmis
sion, demand response and energy 
storage facilities, providing the fun
damental technological support for 
the leapfrog growth in renewable 
energy and much room for renewa
ble integration.

Over the past few years, despite a 
several-fold increase in new capaci
ty installations for wind and solar 
energy, the curtailment rate of 
renewable energy has remained at 
a reasonable level of no more than 5 
percent

Although coal-fired power plants 
are often criticized, it is admitted 
that before the mass commerciali
zation of energy storage, coal-fired 
power is still the most technologi
cally and economically viable 
choice for China to guarantee the 
security and stability' of its new 
power system with high penetra
tion of renewables.

On the one hand, coal-fired pow
er has played a prominent role in 
serving the power security in Chi
na. According to the National Ener
gy Administration, in 2022, China’s 
maximum power load amid sum
mer heat waves increased by 6.4 
percent year-on-year and the peak 
capacity of coal-fired power units 
increased by 150 GW compared 
with the same period in 2021. In the 
third quarter of 2022 when the 
water flows were low, the overall 
coal power generation increased by
9.2 percent year-on-year, making up 
for the drop in hydropower.

On the other hand, flexibility ret
rofits of coal-fired power units have 
greatly improved the capability for 
integrating wind and solar power 
on a massive scale. China has been 
advancing flexibility retrofits of 

ccording to China’s 
National Energy Admin
istration, as of the end of 
.2022, the cumulative 

installed power generation capacity 
of the countiy was about 2,560 
gigawatts. Of that, renewable ener
gy generation capacity — including 
hydro, wind, solar and biomass 
power — reached 1,210 GW, over
taking coal power capacity of 1,120 
GW for the first time in a historic 
catch-up. This is a landmark 
achievement since China put forth 
the idea of building a new type of 
power system.

China has achieved leapfrog 
development in renewable energy 
and built a gigantic whole-industry 
chain by virtue of cost advantages 
brought by technological advance
ments and strong policy support. In 
2022, China’s newly installed capac
ity of renewable energy further 
increased to 152 GW, accounting for
76.2 percent of the country’s total 
newly installed power capacity and 
over 50 percent of all new renewa
ble energy installations globally. 

Renewable energy in China is 
developed under both the distribut
ed and centralized modes. On the 
one hand, China has been speeding 
up the construction of large-scale 
wind and solar power projects in 
desert and deserted areas, and on 
the other hand, supporting quali
fied tillages, industrial enterprises 
and industrial parks to develop dis
tributed energy projects. 

Distributed power generation, 
which generates electricity at or 
near where it will be used, has fur
ther expanded the application sce
narios for renewable energy. While 
mitigating the power scarcity in the 
load centers in East China, it can 
also “sink” or move power genera
tion capacity down into the vast 
rural market to quicken all-round 
development of renewable energy 
in China.

In particular, distributed solar 

Yuan Jiahai is a professor with the 
School of Economics and Manage
ment at North China Electric Power 
University. Zhang Haonan is a lec
turer with the School of Economics

lectricity produced from 
renewable sources such as 
wind, solar and hydro is 
currently the most eco

nomically feasible low-carbon 
source of energy. Accelerating the 
development of renewable energy 
lias become an important means of 
advancing the low-carbon transi
tion for all countries. According to 
forecasts by the International Ener
gy Agency, over the next five years, 
global renewable power capacity 
will grow by an average of 75 per
cent annually and double by 2027. 

China has been the world’s larg
est market for hydropower, wind 
power and solar PV electricity gen
eration for many years, with the 
world’s largest installed capacity of 
hydro, solar and wind power. China 
is also the world’s largest supplier 
of green electricity. Although new 
renewable power projects have 
been completely subsidy-free since 
2022, renewable energy continues 
to dominate the newly installed 
electricity generation capacity, 
accounting for 76.2 percent of the 
all new capacity' in 2022. By the end 
of 2022, the installed capacity of 
China’s renewable energy had 
reached 1.2 terawatts, more than 
three times that of the United 
States. In 2022, China generated 
2,700 terawatt hours of electricity 
from renewable energy sources, 
three tones that of the United 
States and equivalent to the entire 
power consumption of the Europe
an Union. Of that, electricity gener
ated from wind and solar power 
exceeded 1,000 TWh for the first 
time in 2022.

While the supply capacity of 
green electricity has substantially 
increased, uncertainties in power 
generation and fluctuating prices in 
the electricity market have brought 
risks to renewable energy' projects. 
Volatility and uncertainty in elec
tricity generation from renewable 
energy sources requires backup 
power supply. Against the backdrop 
of the immature development of 
large-scale application of various 
energy storage technologies, the 
overall cost of green electricity is 
still higher than that of traditional

Han Xue is an associate research 
fellow of the Institute for Resources 
and Environment Policies at the 
Development Research Center of the 
State Council. Gao Shiji is the 
director general and a research fel
low of Institute for Resources and 
Environment Policies at the Devel
opment Research Center of the State 
Council. The authors contributed
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

million certificates, corresponding 
to 20.6 billion kWh of electricity, an 

increase of 135 percent 
from 2021. A total of 

9.69 million green 
electricity certificates

— were traded in 2022, 
corresponding to 9.69 
billion kWh of elec

tricity, 15.8 times 
that of 2021. 

Despite the sub
stantial increase 
in green electric
ityconsumption 

_ over the past 
years, the con
sumption is 
quite small 
compared with

— — — the supply. Chi- 
na’s market

based
mechanisms for

, - green electricity
need to be further 

unproved to ensure that 
more electricity will come 

from renewables.
To start with, the green certifi

cate should be the only certificate 
reflecting environmental rights and 
tracking the trades of green elec
tricity. China should further 
improve its approval and issuance 
process, and establish a whole-pro- 
cess information system covering 
registration, screening, approval 
and issuance, tracking, verification, 
and disclosure, so as to guarantee 
the uniqueness and traceability of 
the environmental rights and inter
ests of green electricity'.

Second, the market trading rules 
should be further optimized to 
more efficiently match supply and 
demand and to create a better mar
ket environment for both the buy-

China’s market-based mechanisms for green electricity need to be improved to 
ensure that more electricity comes from renewables

low carbon), China lias introduced 
an array of market-based mecha
nisms for the trading of green elec
tricity, such as green electricity 
certificates, the renewable energy 
power consumption guarantee 
mechanism, pilot direct trading of 
green electricity, and the certified 
emissions reduction program. 
These mechanisms have played a 
positive role in boosting the con
sumption of green electricity. In 
2022, China’s green electricity cer
tificate trading platform issued 20.6

China’s renewable energy generation capacity has overtaken coal power capacity, 
but to sustain the momentum there is a need for market-based mechanisms

“dual-control” policy — which caps 
total energy consumption and ener
gy intensity — to a new “dual-con
trol” policy that restricts total 
carbon emissions and carbon inten
sity (carbon emissions per unit of 
GDP). Controls over the consump
tion of renewable energy have been 
to a certain extent loosened, which 
greatly encourages electricity users 
to purchase green electricity. 

To further boost renewable ener
gy development and fully tap its 
environmental benefits (clean and

energy, which requires market
based mechanisms to enable the 
environmental premium to offset 
its cost disadvantage. There
fore, market-based mech
anisms will, for a long 
time to come, play a 
critical role in pro
moting low-carbon
transformation of
China’s energy
mix.

After coun
tries put for
ward or
updated their
carbon reduc
tion goals,
more and more
enterprises,
especially leading
enterprises, have 
attached greater sig
nificance to the
green and low-car
bon transition of 
their products and 
supply chains. Green 
electricity, as a way to 
reduce emissions at a rela
tively lower marginal cost and high 
market accessibility, has gained 
more traction. About 38 percent of 
the Fortune Global 500 have set 
2030 targets for emissions reduc
tions and over 50 percent of them 
are vigorously purchasing green 
electricity. Leading enterprises’ 
endeavors to establish green supply 
chains have also prompted small- 
and medium-sized upstream and 
downstream enterprises to pur
chase green electricity. Since China 
put forward its “dual carbon” goals 
to peak carbon dioxide emissions 
before 2030 and achieve carbon 
neutrality before 2060, it has been 
promoting a switch from its current

ers and sellers. On the one hand, 
China should further raise the 
requirement for electricity users 
with regard to the share of renewa
bles in total electricity consumption 
and provide a clear expectation of 
gradually improving the electricity 
supply structure to society. On the 
other hand, more trading platforms 
could be introduced to provide 
more diversified products to fur
ther tap the environmental benefits 
of green electricity by innovating 
business models.

Third, China should build and 
improve a platform for gathering 
registration and statistical informa
tion of green electricity trading, so 
as to provide support for the trade, 
trace and market regulation. A 
third-party certification system 
should be established to increase 
the capacity and quality of certifica
tion. A standardized system for the 
trade and purchase of green elec
tricity should be established and 
mutual recognition of international 
standards should be advanced. The 
legal system should be improved to 
guarantee the legality of environ
mental rights and interests of the 
green certificates.

Last, the electricity market and 
the carbon market should be better 
integrated. China should encourage 
buyers to buy green electricity 
through the Power Purchase Agree
ments, adjust and update the grid 
emission factors in a timely fashion 
based on the approval, issuance 
and trading of green certificates, 
and better coordinate the green cer
tificates with the China Certified 
Emission Reduction program.

andManagement at North China 
Electric Power University. The
authors contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

coal-fired power units 
across the nation, accom
plishing retrofits of over
100 GW of coal-fired power 
generation units by the end 
of 2021, and demanding that 
all new coal-fired generation 
units must have flexibility capa
bility.

In the meantime, zero-emission 
flexible resources such as pump
storage power stations, electro
chemical energy storage and 
demand response are gain
ing more attention from 
government and industry 
and will score huge progress 
during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period. More diversified, flexible 
sources of power are being 
deployed at a quicker pace, which 
greatly mitigates the pressure of 
system regulation.

In addition to advancing technol
ogies and flexibility resources, mar
ket-based mechanisms are also 
important means of promoting sus
tained, high-quality development of 
renewable energy. The first mecha
nism is the power ancillary sendee 
market, for which China has 
already established a unified sys
tem of rales. The second mecha
nism is the market-based 
trading systems for green elec- J 
tricity and green electricity 
certificates, which could 
properly reflect the envi
ronmental value of 
green electricity, meet 
the users' demand for 
environmental
compliance or off
setting energy
usage quota, and promote high-lev
el consumption of renewable ener
gy. The third mechanism is the 
carbon trading market, which is 
quickly evolving in China. It will 
increase the cost advantage of 
renewable energy by internalizing 
the externality of fossil energy and 
help incentivize investment in the

&
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Economy set to return to steady growth
More jobs likely alongside expanding sectorsconsumption, real estate recovery
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greatest research and develop
ment difficulties to be overcome. 
It took more than 200 technical 
experts and 100 senior techni
cians to work for a year to over
come all the obstacles and achieve 
the capability of self-innovative 
product design and manufactur
ing,” Shan said, adding that self
design and self-manufacturing 
are key to technical innovation.

According to XCMG, over the 
past five years, the company has 
made multiple breakthroughs in 
the field of high-end manufactur
ing, including increasing the lifting 
capacity of the world’s largest all- 
terrain cranes from 1,200 metric 
tons to 2,600 tons, expanding the 
maximum installation height of 
wind turbines from 100 meters to 
160 meters, and producing a series 
of China’s largest equipment in 
terms of size, including 700-ton 
hydraulic excavators and 35-ton 
loaders.

Over the past five years, China 
lias stepped up development efforts 
in the high-end manufacturing sec-

The Chinese economy is expect
ed to rebound and return to steady 
growth this year, with more jobs 
created on the back of expanding 
consumption and a recovering real 
estate sector, a senior political 
advisor said.

Ning Jizhe, vice-chairman of the 
Economic Affairs Committee of the 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference, and also a political advisor, 
made the remarks right before the 
first session of the 14th National 
People’s Congress on Sunday, when 
the Chinese government set a mod
est target of “around 5 percent” for 
2023 economic growth.

The Chinese economy grew 3 
percent last year, a hard-won 
achievement considering the 
impact of COVID-19 as well as 
many uncertainties, said Ning, add
ing that the priority for 2023 and 
beyond is to ensure both the speed 
and quality of economic growth. 
Ideal growth should be one that is 
close to the growth potential of the 
huge Chinese economy.

“A growth target breaks down to 
a variety of indexes, with employ
ment, consumer prices and balance 
in international payments as the 
most important ones. In particular, 
there must be a fair amount of 
employment to ensure the benefits 
of economic growth trickle down to 
the people,” he said.

The newly unveiled Government 
Work Report set die employment tar
get at 12 million new urban jobs this 
year, 1 million more than last year.

He said that robust consumption 
recovery over the past two months,

companies to seek new growth 
points,” said Zhou Mi, a senior 
researcher at the Chinese Academy 
of International Trade and Eco
nomic Cooperation.

“The Belt and Road Initiative

V. 
Sjh

An employee works at Xuzhou XCMG Port Machinery plant in 
Xuzhou, Jiangsu province, provided to china daily

Senior executives, department 
heads and economists at global 
financial institutions are upbeat 
about China’s economic prospects 
as business activity returns to nor
mal and the nation eyes further 
high-level opening-up.

Credit Suisse expects China’s 
growth to outpace most other 
major economies in 2023 as the 
Chinese economy accelerates after 
years of interruptions caused by 
COVID-19.

Janice Hu, China CEO of Credit 
Suisse, said the optimization of Chi
na’s COVID-19 policies, its increas
ingly sophisticated consumers, 
robust fundamentals and improved 
sentiment are paving the way for a 
strong rebound.

The Government Work Report, 
which was delivered at the open
ing of the first session of the 14th

China’s recovery. Though export 
growth has begun to moderate 
year-on-year since October and 
evolving geopolitical tensions may 
add to uncertainty, Ning still 
expressed optimism for export 
growth this year.

“The decline since last October 
is particularly attributable to the 
high base effect back in the fourth 
quarter of 2021, when global 
demand surged for China-made 
goods. In addition, Chinese 
exporters and trading firms could 
hardly travel abroad to secure 
orders last year. This year, they 
will be able to make as many 
international visits as they wish, 
and the number of orders will be 
sure to increase,” he said.

also brings numerous opportuni
ties of global cooperation in the 
high-end manufacturing sector 
with Chinese products and services 
winning increasing favor in over
seas markets,” Zhou said.

growth potential in China’s envi
ronmental sectors given the coun
try’s commitment to net zero, and 
will continue to provide new' offer
ings that capture the abundant 
opportunities from China’s green- 
themed investment landscape.

Pictet will steadily strengthen its 
investment and research capabili
ties in Chinese equities and ren
minbi bonds as the Swiss firm 
foresees a positive outlook for Chi
na’s economy.

China has set its GDP growth tar
get at around 5 percent for this year. 
Lu Ting, chief China economist at 
Nomura, said, “The GDP growth 
target of around 5 percent is a rea
sonable and rational choice, as Chi
na’s economy is still set to face 
multiple headwinds over the 
course of the year.”

Nomura views the target as a 
“relatively conservative but prag
matic” proposal for delivering a 
healthy and organic economic

China’s central government has, 
since December, reaffirmed the 
importance of boosting domestic 
demand.

Ning also agreed that a consump
tion-led revival will be of para
mount importance this year.

He said that the pandemic dent
ed consumer demand across a vari
ety of sectors, from domestic 
products and travel to catering, 
education and entertainment, and 
has even reshaped overall con
sumption patterns. Policy incen
tives are therefore needed to 
encourage spending. And on the 
supply side, more choices may be 
created for consumers.

Exports are closely monitored as 
another key sector underpinning 

recovery. The global financial servi
ces group continues to expect Chi
na’s GDP grow'th to pick up to 5.3 
percent this year from 3 percent 
last year, said Lu in a research 
report

The annual session of the Nation
al People’s Congress, which began 
on Sunday, lias reaffirmed Chinese 
policymakers’ pro-growth stance 
set at the Central Economic Work 
Conference in December, said Ding 
Shuang, an economist at Standard 
Chartered Bank.

“We expect the government to 
continue to prioritize job creation, 
by normalizing regulation of inter
net platforms, encouraging the 
expansion of private business, and 
attracting and retaining foreign 
direct investment,” said Ding in an 
article published in China Daily on 
Monday.

China’s emphasis on facilitating 
the development of the digital econ
omy and platform companies and 
accelerating digitalization of indus
tries will help promote the in-depth 
integration of digital and real econ
omies, and inject strong impetus 
into the country’s economic recov
ery, said national political advisers 
and industry experts.

Their comments came as this 
year’s Government Work Report 
stated China will strive to better 
develop the digital economy, step up 
regular oversight and support 
growth of the platform economy.

The country will speed up the dig
italization of traditional industries 
and small and medium-sized enter
prises to make them higher-end, 
smarter and more eco-friendly, the 
report said.

“The in-depth integration of digi
tal and real economies is conducive 
to strengthening the resilience and 
vitality of the economy, and promot
ing the country’s high-quality devel
opment,” said Cao Peng, a member 
of the 14th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference, and chairman 
of e-commerce platform JD’s tech
nology committee.

In his proposal to this year’s tw'o 
sessions, Cao called for a greater 
push to support the development of 
new-type enterprises that boast cut- 
ting-edge digital technologies and 
innovative business models, and 
bolster the digital transformation of 
traditional industries.

He highlighted the significance of 
safeguarding the stability and secu
rity of industrial and supply chains, 
saying the country should speed up 
construction of smart supply chain 
systems, encourage innovation in 
supply chain technologies and culti
vate technology service enterprises 
with global competitiveness.

More efforts should be made to 
encourage the digital transformation 
of SMEs, which play a prominent role 
in bolstering technological innova
tion, said Wang Jian, a member of the 
14th CPPCC National Committee.

Wang, who is also chairman of the 
technology steering committee at 
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd, sug
gested the country should ramp up 
support for SMEs in terms of policy, 
finance and services, and optimize 
its business environment.

He said that as cloud computing 
serves as the foundation of the digi
tal economy, computing power is 
expected to become the core compe
tence for enterprises in the future. 

Alibaba is ramping up efforts to 
leverage digital technologies to help 
SMEs and speed up industrial trans
formation in an effort to better 
empower the real economy. The 
cloud computing sector, which is 
regarded as akeyenablerfor industry 
digitalization, is playing an increas
ingly important role in the company’s 
overall business landscape.

The scale of China’s digital econo
my reached 45.5 trillion ($6.6 trillion) 
in 2021, ranking second worldwide, 
and accounted for 39.8 percent of the 
country’s GDP, according to a white 
paper released by the China Academy 
of Information and Communications 
Technology.

Zhou Hongyi, a member of the 
14th CPPCC National Committee, 
and founder of cybersecurity com
pany 360 Security Group, empha
sized the significance of micro, 
small and medium-sized enterpris
es in stabilizing economic growth, 
expanding employment and bol
stering technological innovation.

However, they are facing mount
ing pressures and challenges from 
shortages of capital, talent and tech
nology, Zhou said.

Innovative digital technologies 
like big data, cloud computing and 
artificial intelligence are finding a 
wide range of applications across 
various industries and integrating 
with the real economy, said Long 
Haibo, a senior researcher at the 
Development Research Center of 
the State Council, China’s Cabinet.

By JIANG XUEQING 

and ZHOU LANXU
National People’s Congress in Bei
jing on Sunday, said China should 
expand market access and con
tinue to open up the modern ser
vices sector. It said the country 
should ensure national treatment 
for foreign-funded companies.

As an international financial 
institution, Credit Suisse sees 
invaluable opportunities for col
laboration and growth as China 
deepens financial opening-up, 
Hu said, with the company hav
ing reached an agreement with 
its local partner to take full own
ership of Credit Suisse Securities 
(China) Ltd.

Deutsche Bank is bullish on the 
Chinese market and has forecast an 
above-consensus GDP increase this 
year.

With a fest improving outlook for 
China and global investors becoming 
more bullish, Deutsche Bank sees big 
potential this year' for its debt under
writing, asset management, investor 

services and custody businesses.
China’s clear decarbonization 

and clean energy transition tar
gets, alongside financial market 
liberalization, present huge 
opportunities for foreign banks, 
said Samuel Fischer, head of Chi
na onshore debt capital markets 
at Deutsche Bank.

The Government Work Report 
emphasized the importance of 
technology and environment to 
long-term growth. Green and high- 
tech industries will attract more 
capital for investments from gov
ernment support measures as well 
as from the private sector, so more 
attention should be given to invest
ments in these two areas, said Iris 
Pang, chief China economist at 
Dutch bank ING.

Junjie Watkins, equity partner at 
Pictet Group and CEO of Asia, 
excluding Japan, at Pictet Asset 
Management, said Pictet is particu
larly upbeat about the secular 

driven by the 
unleashing of 
pent-up 
demand for 
travel and send
ees, has signaled 
the potential for 
this year’s 
growth, and that 
construction of

key projects envisioned in the 14th 
Five-Year Plan (2021-25) has begun 
in earnest. All these developments 
bode well for the economy.

Acknowledging that recovery of 
the real estate sector, which 
remained largely in the doldrums 
last year with declining investment, 
is a key variable, Ning said he 
believes supportive policies can be 
expected this year and beyond to 
better meet the needs of first-time 
homebuyers as well as those who 
want to upgrade their residential 
properties, as the country is shift
ing toward a new development 
model for the real estate sector.

China’s residential property sec
tor showed signs of buoyancy in 
January, as more urban centers 
across the country' reported rising 
prices. Average prices for newly 
completed homes during the 
month rose in 36 of the 70 cities sur
veyed, more than double the 15 
recorded in December. And 33 cit
ies saw felling housing prices last 
month, compared with 55 in 
December.

In January, new' home prices rose 
for the very first time in over a year, 
up 0.1 percent month-on-month, ver
sus a 0.2 percent slide in December. 

Ning said all the above figures, 
though felling shoit of a robust 
rebound, point to a mild sector 
recovery and augur a good start for

By ZHANG YUE 

zhangyue@chinadaily.com.cn
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recovery this year.
Though policy adjustments in 

the real estate sector are a delicate 
balancing act and won’t be com
pleted in one year, a crucial step 
would be to identify and meet the 
needs of those who buy homes for 
living, not speculation. For their 
sake, the government still needs to 
keep housing prices stable, Ning 
added.

The Government Work Report 
delivered on Sunday suggested pri
ority this year should be given to 
“the recovery and expansion of con
sumption”

China’s consumer market 
show'ed strong recovery signs in 
January, as pent-up economic activ
ity swung back to growth. In fact, 

tor. The value-added output of 
high-tech manufacturing and of 
equipment manufacturing 
increased by an annual average of 
10.6 percent and 7.9 percent, 
respectively, during the period, said 
the Government Work Report 
delivered during the two sessions. 

The report said that key priorities 
in this year’s work include to pool 
quality resources and make con
certed efforts to achieve break
throughs in core technologies and 
key fields, with a focus on key 
industrial chains in the manufac
turing sector.

“As China continues with its 
green push, it is inevitable that 
companies in the manufacturing 
sector will transition to high-quali
ty development with energy-effi
cient production and self- 
innovative technologies.
Meanwhile, the rebuilding and 
increased resilience of global sup
ply chains, as well as growing 
demand for customized and high- 
end products, offer good opportu
nities for manufacturing

WaJ

Xuzhou Construction Machin
ery Group Co Ltd announced it 
now' boasts full proprietary intel
lectual property rights for all key 
components of its all-terrain 
cranes, injecting fresh impetus 
into China’s high-quality develop
ment.

The remark was made on Sunday 
in Beijing by Shan Zenghai, a depu
ty to the National People’s Congress 
and chief engineer at XCMG, on the 
sidelines of the ongoing two ses
sions.

According to Shan, XCMG’s all- 
terrain cranes have undergone 
technological upgrades and 
attained a global leading level. The 
domestic content ratio of the 
machines has increased from 71 
percent to 100 percent, with all key 
components now made in China. 

“Such cranes are considered to 
be the most technologically chal
lenging products in the construc
tion machinery industry', with the

Digital, 
platform

Export-bound cars await loading at Lianyungang Port, Jiangsu province, wang chun / for china oaily
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scheduled my trip as soon as the 
borders were open and why I plan to 
be a regular visitor again. The same 
renewed connections are happen
ing across so many industries and 
I’m confident that this will also con
tribute to ramped-up economic 
activity,” he said.

Deutsche Bank has welcomed 
China’s sustained efforts to open its 
capital markets over the years and 
has played an active role in support
ing the country’s stronger integra
tion with global markets.

The bank issued its inaugural 
panda bonds earlier this year, rais
ing 1 billion yuan ($144.3 million) 
via three-year senior preferred 
notes. It is also a top market maker 
in the Bond Connect program, 
which has contributed to increased 
international investor participa
tion in the country’s domestic capi
tal markets.

“China has done a good job of sig
naling its aim to open its financial 
markets and then following 
through with action and continued 
refinement of its regulatory frame
works. Increased market integra
tion is good for China’s domestic 
economy and the global economy 
alike. We see significant opportuni
ties as China continues down this

By WANG ZHUOQIONG 

wangzhuoqiong@chinadailyeom.cn

By JIANG XUEQING 

jiangxueqing@chinadaily.com.cn

But applying for an e-CNY wallet 
card only requires a Hong Kong 
identity card and an Octopus app 
account to top up. As for making 
payments, it is as simple and conve
nient as tapping on the payment ter
minals, just like paying with a credit 
card. So for, such cards are accepted 
at more than 1,400 businesses, 
including convenience stores, shop
ping malls, cinemas and hotels, with 
the number still surging.

In addition, Luohu district authori
ties released a promotion of a 200- 
yuan ($28.86) government subsidy for 
each user, aiming to further stimulate 
consumption and attract more users.

A customer is seen registering for an e-CNY wallet card through a self-service machine at a branch of 
Bank of China in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, in February, provided to china daily

Wang Haiwei, head of the e-CNY 
project at the Shenzhen branch of 
BOC, said e-CNY wallet cards are a 
relatively ideal solution for cross- 
border payments, especially 
small-value ones, for visitors who 
don’t have mobile internet on the 
mainland.

“We are striving to expand to 17 
such machines in total by the end of 
this week and some other districts 
in Shenzhen also have approached 
us to install them,” Wang added.

He also said Hong Kong residents 
will be able to use physical Octopus 
stored-value smart cards to top up 
in the future.

Yuen Kai-chi, a Hong Kong resi
dent, said he is attracted by the 
rebate but he also wants to have a 
taste of the new digital renminbi 
wallet. He successfully obtained an 
e-CNY card from a self-service 
machine in minutes near the Luohu 
checkpoint on March 2. He and his 
wife came to Shenzhen for enter
tainment and dining.

“I used AliPay or WeChat pay but 
it is not easy to top up these 
accounts as I don’t have a mainland 
bank card. The e-CNY card is easy 
because I can directly use the Octo
pus app,” he told China Daily in an 
interview.

«l

and growing our platform in China 
organically. What’s more, in today’s 
market environment, which is beset 
by volatility and increased friction 
in cross-border business, we have an 
important role to play in building 
bridges for our clients, markets and 
economies. This also creates oppor
tunities,” he said.

In addition, the bank is also well 
positioned to support China’s ambi
tions for a sustainable transition 
and aim to achieve carbon neutrali
ty by 2060, he said.

“We are able to bring together 
European standards with the com
plexities of carbon transition on die 
ground in emerging markets like 
China. We established our ESG Cen
tre of Excellence in Singapore for 
this very reason — to join interna
tional best practices with transition 
plans and incentives that make 
sense in an Asian context. We are in 
active dialogue with many of our cli
ents in China on how they can 
achieve their transition ambitions,” 
he said.

Deutsche Bank is one of the few 
foreign banks to be included in the 
People’s Bank of China’s carbon 
emissions reduction support tool 
program and has been granted 
funding for its first successful deal.

Deutsche Bank firmly believes in 
the strong rebound of the Chinese 
economy, which will also have a 
positive impact on the global econ
omy, said Alexander von zur Mueh- 
len, CEO of Deutsche Bank Asia- 
Pacific.

“We forecast an 
above-consensus 
GDP increase this 
year at a time 
when many coun
tries are heading 
for a recession.
This also reflects Alexander 
the view of many von zur 
of our clients,” said Muehlen 
von zur Muehlen, 
who is also a mem
ber of the bank’s management 
board.

The swift rebound in activity is 
positive and the speed of the coun
try’s reopening came as a surprise 
on the upside in many respects, he 
said in an interview with China 
Daily ahead of his visit to China lat
er this week.

‘There’s no substitute for in-per- 
son interaction with our clients, col
leagues and regulators. That’s why I

path of opening,” said von zur 
Muehlen.

Last year, Deutsche Bank cele
brated its 150th anniversary in the 
Asia-Pacific. The bank started its 
global expansion with its first over
seas branch in Shanghai in 1872, just 
two years after its establishment. 

“We are very proud of our deep 
roots and long history in China. 
Shanghai was our first foreign 
branch in the world and our found
ing mission to support our clients in 
their global pursuits brought us to 
China even before we ventured to 
London, New York or Paris. We have 
seen the dramatic evolution of the 
country’s economy and markets and 
are glad to have grown alongside 
our clients over the decades,” he 
said.

Amid China’s continued efforts to 
open up its markets, widen access 
and encourage increased healthy 
flows — both inbound and out
bound — Deutsche Bank continues 
to position itself for steady growth 
together with the country.

“As China’s economy has devel
oped exponentially, so too has the 
depth of its financial markets and 
the opportunity set for international 
financial institutions like us. We 
remain committed to investing in

company’s continued efforts in 
achieving revenue of 100 billion 
yuan ($14.43 billion) by 2030. 

“We are very optimistic about 
consumption and the economy in 
China. The Chinese economy has 
strong resilience and vitality,” 
Zhang said.

Kraft Heinz Co, a food and bev
erage firm from the United States, 
is banking on the strong recovery 
of the catering industry in China 
this year, rolling out a healthier 
and more high-end product port
folio and strengthening its digital
ized marketing efforts, according 
to the company.

One of the priorities in the Chi
nese market for Kraft Heinz in 
2023 is to continue penetrating 
Western sauces in lower-tier cit
ies, revitalizing its Chinese sauce 
brands and boosting solutions 
for catering distribution chan
nels by collaborating with chain 
restaurants with more custom
ized products, said Yvonne 
Zhang, head of corporate and 
government affairs at Kraft 
Heinz China.

For example, the company is 
aiming to expand market share for 
its Heinz-branded sauces by devel
oping more local flavors and devel
oping more low-sodium Chinese 
sauces.

Budweiser APAC, which is the 
largest beer company by sales in 
Asia, has faith in China’s con
sumer market, having witnessed 
its channels in the country back 
on the normal track since Spring 
Festival.

“We experienced great recov
ery in a lot of our business but 
especially in the premium and 
super-premium segments in 
2022 ... these segments were still 
higher than pre-COVID,” said Jan 
Craps, CEO and co-chair of Bud
weiser APAC, which has more 
than 50 brands.

He said their business is resil
ient and a sign of the underlying 
strength of the premiumization 
movement in China, which is driv
en by growth in disposable 
incomes.

Speaking on the increase of mid
dle-income households, which are 
the target audience for super-pre
mium beer products, the CEO add
ed that they are bullish on that to 
continue.

“We project that it (the number 
of middle-income households) 
will quadruple by 2030 — that’s 
what makes us quite excited,” he 
added.

Fashion house Jil Sander, 
known for its minimalist design, 
opened a pop-up store recently at 
a historic mansion in Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province, a follow-up to 
its expansion of directly operated 
stores in the country since last 
year.

The brand opened five stores in 
China in 2022, entering four new 
cities including Shenzhen, Guang
dong province and Wuhan, Hubei 
province. Jil Sander’s parent com
pany, OTB, an Italian fashion and 
luxury group, opened 24 new 
stores for its luxury brands last 
year in China.

The group opened its largest 
retail store at the JC Plaza luxury 
mall in Shanghai in July. The loca
tion houses Jil Sander, Maison 
Margiela, Mami and Amiri stores, 
which are owned by OTB.

The company plans to open 80 
new stores in the country by 2025, 
according to market information 
platform Jiemian Fashion.

Bain & Co’s new report reveals 
that a positive market is expected 
to return before the end of the 
first quarter for the luxury sector 
in China. Compared to other 
emerging markets, China is a 
behemoth for luxury growth, said 
tiie report. The market lias a larg
er number of middle- and high-in
come consumers, and these 
populations are projected to dou
ble by 2030, according to Bain’s 
report.

Bruno Lannes, a Shanghai
based senior partner at Bain & Co, 
said, “Ultimately, brands that 
understand the nuances of the 
China luxury market will succeed 
overtime.”

Meanwhile, international fost- 
moving consumer goods brands 
have also joined in heated compe
tition to attract middle-income 
consumers in China.

Cherry blossom-flavored latte 
coffee is the recent seasonal inno
vation from Nestle China — one of 
the 200 newly created products 
on the agenda for the booming 
consumer market in China this 
year.

Zhang Xiqiang, CEO of Nestle 
Greater China, didn’t hide his pas
sion for coffee, a category with 
massive potential. So are petcare 
products, health sciences and 
infant formula milk as well as 
confectionaries, the CEO said, 
which are contributing to the 
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Luxury, fast-moving goods sellers plan 
expansion to cash in on nation’s growth
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More e-CNY self-service 
machines for e-CNY wallet card 
issuance wall be put into use this 
week in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
province, as the novel, cross-border 
payment channel is well-received by 
Hong Kong visitors.

More than 1,390 residents from 
the neighboring city have obtained 
digital renminbi consumption cards 
from tiie current two machines as of 
Sunday since the first day they were 
launched in Luohu district of Shen
zhen on Feb 22, according to data 
from Bank of China.

The trio of the Luohu district gov
ernment, the Shenzhen branch of 
BOC, and Octopus Cards Ltd — 
Hong Kong’s major means of trans
port payment — jointly renovated 
the cross-border service to tackle 
payment difficulties for visitors who 
could not use tiie prevailing QR 
code-based mobile payment tools 
on the mainland.

The prerequisite for opening 
mobile payment accounts is to regis
ter a mainland bank card and main
land telephone number with the 
holder’s name, which can be a nui
sance and time-consuming for 
short-term visitors.
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Cutting-edge technology rocks into mining industry
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notice on advancing the industrial 
use of Al technologies with smart 
mining highlighted as a typical 
application scenario.

Last year, the National Develop
ment and Reform Commission, the 
nation’s top economic regulator, and 
the National Energy Administration 
jointly released a 14th Five-Year 
Plan (2021-25) for the energy sector, 
which calls for the wider use of 5G, 
cloud computing, the internet of 
things and big data in areas such as 
coal mines.

Amid the policy call, progress is 
underway in mines across China.

ity development. Over the past five 
years, Shanxi has deepened its ener
gy revolution, accelerated the release 
of high-quality coal production 
capacity, promoted the construction 
of 5G smart mines and carried out 
pilot projects for green coal mining. 
The proportion of advanced coal 
production capacity has increased to 
80 percent in the province.

In the next five years, Shanxi will 
speed up the construction of a green 
energy supply system and strive to 
achieve the ratio of advanced coal 
production capacity to about 95 per
cent and the installed capacity of 
new and clean energy to 54 percent, 
according to the province’s govern
ment work report in 2023.

To help accelerate such a transi
tion, Huawei has also adapted its 
self-developed operating system 
HarmonyOS to the needs of the min
ing sector. Customized as Harmony
OS for Mining, the operating 
system’s variant brings the power of 
the IoT to mining and fills the con
nection gap between derices. It also 
provides services for the digital and 
intelligent transformation of the 
coal industry.

Huawei has partnered with China 
Energy Investment Corp to explore 
how to use the OS to boost efficiency

-

in coal mines and created a bench
mark for the application of Har
monyOS in mining.

Experts said Huawei’s efforts to 
apply a variant of HarmonyOS to 
the industrial internet showcase the 
company’s ambition in the IoT era. 
The industrial internet refers to the 
convergence of industrial systems 
with the power of advanced com
puting, analytics, sensing and new 
levels of connectivity.

Wang Zhiqin, deputy head of the 
China Academy of Information and 
Communications Technology, a gov
ernment think tank, said in an earli
er interview that the industrial 
internet is a typical application of 
5G and it will enable the superfast 
wireless technology' to upgrade a 
wide range of traditional sectors.

Local Shanxi companies are also 
developing technologies to help 
boost safety in coal mines. Jingying 
Shuzhi, a Taiyuan-based software 
company, for instance, has devel
oped a solution called Mine Brain in 
partnership with Huawei and the 
China Coal Research Institute.

Powered by big data and Al, Mine 
Brain can boost safety in coal mines 
by optimizing workplace and super
visory efficiency. It can replace 
humans in hazardous environments

By MA SI

masi@chinadaily.com.cn

and take on tedious and repetitive 
tasks, Jingying Shuzhi said.

For example, Mine Brain’s com
puter vision capabilities can moni
tor scraper conveyors, reducing the 
number of people needed and 
increasing efficiency.

Meanwhile, computer vision can 
identify unsafe scenarios like people 
working in front of shearers or miss
ing hydraulic support guard plates 
and issue warnings through the 
broadcast system. The system can 
then generate software records, 
making these types of incidents part 
of future safety assessments, Jing- 
ying Shuzhi added.

Jingying Shuzhi said its strength in 
algorithms delivers an Al model for 
Mine Brain that includes early warn
ing algorithms and expert models.

Already installed in mines across 
the country, including in Shanxi and 
Anhui provinces, Mine Brain lias 
been applied to tasks like water 
prospecting and gas extraction and 
has shifted acceptance testing 
methods from underground to 
above-ground. It also prorides 
remote intelligent diagnosis and 
warning alarms for operations and 
construction compliance, building a 
solid safety foundation, the compa
nies said.

Subterranean coal mines, which 
have traditionally struggled with 
internet connectivity issues, are 
becoming safer and more efficient 
as Chinese tech firms are exploring 
how to use 5G technologies to reju
venate the sector.

Yao Wujiang. a technician at Yang- 
quan Coal Industry' (Group) Co in 
Shanxi province, said the company 
has deployed 5G networks inside a 
534-meter-deep mine with technical 
help from companies such as China 
Mobile and Huawei Technologies Co. 

The superfast wireless technology 
can help convey real-time data from 
inside the mine, including gas den
sity, temperature and humidity. 
With the help of the 5G network, 
video calls between workers on the 
surface and underground also 
become easier.

“But the application of 5G in 
mines is still in a nascent stage,” Yao 
said, adding that relevant govern
ment departments can offer techni
cal and financial support to mines 
that have deployed 5G networks.

Yangquan Coal Industry is only 
one of the companies in the coal-rich 
province of Shanxi to embrace digi
tal technologies to pursue high-qual-

Ren Zhengfei, founder of Huawei, 
said in an interview in 2021, “In 
terms of 5G applications, most 
information and communications 
technology companies in the world 
did not choose mines as a point for 
breakthroughs, but we chose 
mines.”

Ren said China has tens of thou
sands of mines. If Huawei can 
achieve smart operations in such 
mines, the company can also pro
vide such services to mines all over 
the world.

“We hope that mines will become 
unmanned in the future. If we can

On the bank of Laizhou Bay, the aux
iliary shaft of Sanshandao Gold 
Mine is being excavated toward a 
target depth of 1,915 meters. Once 
the excavation is done, the auxiliary 
shaft will become the deepest shaft 
project in China and even Asia.

With the gradual deepening of 
mining, environmental challenges, 
such as high temperatures, high 
humidity and low oxygen increas
ingly weigh on operational safety, 
with uncertainties such as rock 
bursts and water gushing also 
increasing. There is a pressing need 
to leverage digital technologies to 
boost security and safety.

Amid such context, Shandong 
Gold Group has established a three- 
dimensional visualized comprehen
sive management and control 
platform, which has realized the 
application of visualized intelligent 
management and control of ore flow 
in the whole process, unmanned 
driving of electric locomotives and 
the remote-controlling of rock drill
ingjumbos.

As a result, the production effi
ciency of Sanshandao Gold Mine 
lias increased by more than 20 per
cent year-on-year and the annual 
direct economic benefits have 
reached more than 80 million yuan 
($11.6 million), the mine said. 

Specifically, the remote-control-

achieve this step, it will be of great 
significance to Canada and Russia’s 
mining in the Arctic Ocean. The con
ditions are extremely harsh and not 
suitable for living, but such rich 
resources are located there. If 
unmanned mining is possible, these 
resources will be better tapped, 
which will contribute significantly to 
human society,” Ren added.

Governments in China are also 
rolling out favorable policies to pro
mote the use of digital technologies 
to ensure safety in mines. In Octo
ber, the Ministry of Science and 
Technology, for instance, unveiled a
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Above: Employees monitor 
mining processes at the control 
center of Sanshandao Gold Mine 
in Laizhou, Shandong province, 
in February.
Left: An autonomous loader is 
remotely controlled by operators 
at the Jiaojia Gold Mine in 
Laizhou in February. 
PHOTOS BY ZHANG WEI / CHINA DAILY

Ren Zhengfei,
founder of Huawei

On the golden coastline of eastern 
China’s Shandong province lies the 
country’s “Golden City” — Laizhou. 
Boasting rich gold reserves, the city’s 
economy is underpinned by the gold 
mining industry, but like many other 
mines worldwide, it used to be 
plagued by workplace safety risks.

Now, thanks to advanced tele
communications and artificial intel
ligence technologies, local mines are 
undergoing a digital and smart 
makeover by embracing cutting- 
edge automation and unmanned 
solutions, which could offer lessons 
for mines around the world.

In the Jiaojia Gold Mine, a forklift 
is busy transporting gold, as a driver 
on the surface, about 77 meters 
above the vehicle, remotely controls 
the forklift from an office.

Meanwhile, in the nearby San
shandao Gold Mine, many young 
miners are remotely crushing ore. 
They only need to operate buttons 
and handles to remotely command 
the mechanical arms hundreds of 
meters underground to perform the 
tasks.

Such operations free workers 
from dangerous environments and 
offer a glimpse into the evolution of 
China’s sprawling mining sector. 
For companies such as Shandong 
Gold Group Co Ltd, which owns the 
two mines, embracing digital intel
ligence not only fulfills its own 
needs, but is also representing the 
general trend in industry develop
ment. At the same time, a series of 
policies on mine safety and the dig
ital economy have greatly promot
ed the transformation process of 
the mining industry.

Huawei has offered cutting-edge 
technologies such as a WiFi-6 net
work to enable remote controls in 
the abovementioned two gold mines 
in Laizhou. WiFi-6 can support a 
range of innovative solutions, such 
as automated guided vehicles, 
industrial robots and many other 
compelling use cases.

Chen Wenfeng, vice-president of 
sales and marketing in the Huawei 
Mining Business Unit — a dedicated 
team that the company established 
to offer smart solutions to mines — 
said, “At present, most mines at 
home and abroad are between the 
stages of mechanization and auto
mation, with great potential for 
intelligence.”

“In the next three to five years, 
digital technologies will see wider 
use in the mining industrial links 
such as transportation and mineral 
processing,” Chen said.

The moves are part of Huawei’s 
broader push to build world-class 
smart mining solutions that inte
grate new-generation information 
technologies, such as 5G, WiFi-6, 
industrial internet and artificial 
intelligence, to boost mine safety 
and green efficiency.
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ling of rock drilling jumbos helps 
reduce the number of on-site opera
tors by 80 percent, guarantees the 
safety of miners, saves shift time and 
boosts efficiency greatly. Mean
while, in the subsequent transporta
tion section, the unmanned electric 
locomotive system has realized 
remote loading, umnanned driving 
and automatic unloading, improv
ing efficiency by 25 percent.

Meanwhile, the deep shaft of the 
Jiaojia Gold Mine has realized 
unmanned operation of forklifts. In 
September 2022, Shandong Gold 
Group and Huawei built the first 
WiFi-6 Mesh-supported network for 
the mine. A superior network con
nection is still one of the core 
requirements of gold mines because 
networking is the foundation for 
digitalization and intelligence.

Intelligent technology lias helped 
Shandong Gold Group reduce the 
number of underground operators 
by more than 3,046, saving 460 mil
lion yuan in total labor costs.

But challenges still exist Wang 
Chengxiang, head of the Jiaojia 
Gold Mine, said one of the challen
ges is how to quickly transmit infor
mation in a limited space. The 
special geographical environment 
of high temperatures and humidity 
also requires targeted solutions. At 
the same time, the industry is in 
great need of interdisciplinary 
talents.

Moreover, smart mines include 
not only unmanned operations, but 
information infrastructure con
struction, geological security sys
tems, tunneling systems, 
intermediate mining systems, trans
portation systems, sorting systems 
and security systems.

Now, the top three research fields 
of smart mines in China are green 
management, accounting for 6.11 
percent of all research; driverless 
technologies, accounting for 6.09 
percent; and information and com
munication, accounting for 6.02 
percent, data from market research 
company ITtime showed.

Chen from Huawei said there are 
more than 4,000 coal mines in Chi
na and more than 10,000 metal 
mines. All underground geological 
conditions are different and how to 
adapt solutions to each specific 
environment is a very big challenge. 

“The journey of mining’s intelli
gent technological transformation 
only has a starting point and no end 
point,” Chen added.

4
We hope that mines 
will become 
unmanned in the 
future... If unmanned 
mining is possible, 
these resources will 
be better tapped, 
which will contribute 
significantly to 
human society.”

Leading telecom, 
Al, automation 
help improve 
efficiency, safety, 
overall security
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IoT, 5G dig underground 
sector amid pursuit of 
high-quality development
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A worker operates an intelligent 5G mining system at an 
underground coal mine in Lyuliang, Shanxi province, in July 2021. 
WEI LIANG / CHINA NEWS SERVICE
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