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Cry Freedom is the evocative 
title of a 1987 movie about the 
fight against apartheid in South 
Africa. Over 30 years later, this 
title would be equally appropriate 
in a different context, as Western 
countries, led by the United 
States, undertake their evangeli
cal mission of exporting their 
cherished freedoms to the rest of 
the world.

In the West, freedom is generally 
regarded as a fundamental right so 
precious that it must be defended 
at all costs and promoted world
wide. Freedom of speech, religion 
and assembly are enshrined in the 
US Constitution, along with free
dom of the press and freedom to 
petition the government. 

Indeed, Americans see the words 
“freedom” and “liberty” as synony
mous with the country itself, dating 
back all the way to the Declaration 
of Independence of 1776 and the 
“unalienable” rights of “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness”. Since 
the country’s inception, Americans 
have described it as the “land of the 
free”, and the Statue of Liberty is 
there to prove it

If only it were so simple. There is 
a great deal of freedom mythology 
in the US, and when this is decon
structed we are left with the conclu
sion that the road to freedom there 
has been a long and winding one 
over the past 247years.

Back in 1776, the liberty prom
ised in the Declaration of Independ
ence did not apply to well over half 
the population: Native Americans, 
slaves and women. Progress has 
been made since then but it has 
been a slow, difficult and, at times, 
traumatic process.

Over the past two centuries, 
Native Americans have suffered 
persecution, deprivation and some 
would even say attempted genocide 
at the hands of their white, free
dom-loving conquerors. It was not 
until 1924 that the Indian Citizen
ship Act granted citizenship to all

Experts seek inti action on 
Nord Stream blast cause

the child would be better served 
by a treatment center, not die ER. 
But there were already 15 oth
er children with mental health 
issues sleeping in examination 
rooms.

At least 40 US states and Puer
to Rico have seen a dire shortage 
of child psychiatrists, according 
to the American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. 

Data shows that in Massachu
setts, the number of children 
who were taken to the ER seek
ing psychiatric care increased by 
200 and 400 percent amid the 
pandemic. That trend is being 
repeated nationwide, say doctors. 

It comes as the number of chil
dren in the US with a mental dis
order grows. In 2019,13.2 percent 
of US children aged 3 to 17 — just 
over 8 million — had a current 
diagnosed mental or behavioral
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Chinese athletes seize every second 
in preparing for 19th Asian Games

or of the Digital Economy and 
Financial Innovation Research 
Center at Zhejiang University’s 
International Business School.

Ouyang Rihui, assistant dean of 
the China Center for Internet Econ
omy Research at the Central Uni
versity of Finance and Economics, 
said the establishment of a national 
data bureau will be conducive to 
building a unified domestic data 
elements market, bolstering the cir
culation and transaction of data, 
and laying a solid foundation for 
the high-quality development of 
the digital economy.

China unveiled 20 key measures 
in December to build basic sys
tems for data and put data resour
ces to better use. The country’s 
basic systems for data will involve 
the establishment of a data prop
erty rights system, a circulation 
and trading system, a revenue dis
tribution system and a security 
governance system.

Pan said the latest move will help 
improve the country’s data trading 
mechanism and bring develop
ment opportunities to some basic 
industries, adding that blockchain 
technology could be leveraged to 
further confirm data resource own
ership, which is a prerequisite for 
data circulation and transactions.

planning and building of a digital 
China, the digital economy and a 
digital society.

The proposal came shortly after 
China rolled out a plan for the 
overall layout of the country’s dig
ital development.

The country rail take solid steps 
to build digital infrastructure and 
data resource systems, and to pro
mote the in-depth integration of 
digital technologies with the econ
omy, politics, culture, society and 
ecology, according to a plan jointly 
released by the Communist Party 
of China Central Committee and 
the State Council, China’s Cabinet, 
on Feb 27.

The plan stated that important 
progress will be made in the con
struction of a digital China by 
2025, with effective interconnec
tivity in digital infrastructure, a 
significantly improved digital 
economy, and major break
throughs achieved in digital tech
nology innovation.

Establishing the bureau is in 
accordance with China’s intensi
fied efforts to promote digital 
development, and it demon
strates that the country places 
great emphasis on accelerating 
the construction of basic systems 
for data, said Pan Helin, co-direct-

US hospital emergency rooms 
are being severely stretched as doc
tors attempt to cope with a grow
ing number of children desperately 
seeking mental health services and 
who are being left in their care for 
days or weeks at a time.

On any given night, the chil
dren are arriving at hospitals 
nationwide with their parents in 
the middle of a crisis. One child, 
who was not named but was 
profiled in The New York Times, 
arrived at Boston Children’s Hos
pital in Massachusetts last year 
after a suicide attempt.

She was seen by an ER nurse 
who told her parents she wasn’t 
well enough to be taken home 
that night. The ER doctor said
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China’s plan to establish a 
national data bureau is expected 
to give full play to the value of 
data, quicken the building of basic 
systems for data, and inject strong 
impetus into the digital economy, 
experts said on Wednesday.

Collecting, processing and 
making good use of data, which is 
regarded as a new type of produc
tion factor, is of great significance 
to facilitating the development of 
the big data and artificial intelli
gence industries, they added.

They made the comments as a 
reform plan for creating a new 
regulator for data governance was 
submitted to the National People’s 
Congress, China’s top legislature, 
on Tuesday for deliberation.

The proposed national data 
bureau will coordinate the inte
gration, sharing, development 
and application of data resources, 
according to the plan.

The proposed bureau, to be 
administered by the National 
Development and Reform Com
mission, will be responsible for 
advancing the development of 
data-related fundamental institu
tions and pushing forward the

health condition, according to 
data from the National Survey of 
Children’s Health.

Suicide attempts among teen
age girls rose by 51 percent 
between 2019 and 2021, accord
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Experts warn that using the ER 
to treat mental health isn’t a via
ble solution, especially after the 
stress caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“The COVID pandemic has 
taken such a tremendous toll on 
the mental health of both our 
adults and our youth,” Dr Lori 
Pbert, a professor in the Popu
lation and Quantitative Health 
Sciences department at the Uni
versity of Massachusetts Chan 
Medical School, told China Daily. 

Pbert is part of the US Preven
tive Services Task Force, a panel 
of health experts that recom
mended last year that doctors 
should screen children as young 
as 8 years old for anxiety, as that 
is often a key warning sign for 
future mental health problems.

More Belt and Road 
imports to be seen 
on nation’s shelves

/X-

advantages in national develop
ment and international competi
tion, the president said.

The arms industry should opti
mize its infrastructure systems 
and growth patterns and enhance 
the resilience of its supply chains, 
he said, adding that foresight and 
consideration of sharing are neces
sary when planning for major 
infrastructure.

The establishment of a national 
reserve system will be accelerated 
to serve national security needs, he 
said.

Xi also emphasized reform and 
innovation, calling for solutions- 
oriented thinking and continuous 
improvement of policymaking 
systems.

In addition, he urged the public 
to care about, take part in and help 
safeguard the national defense 
system so that strength can be 
gathered and used in consolidat
ing and enhancing integrated 
national strategies and strategic 
capabilities.

There are 281 national legisla
tors from the armed forces 
attending the first session of the 
14th NPC, forming the largest 
group of lawmakers at this year’s 
meeting, which opened in Beijing 
on Sunday.

Before addressing the meeting, 
Xi listened to thoughts and sugges
tions shared by six military depu
ties who spoke about topics such 
as defense technology capability, 
major infrastructure construction 
and national defense education for 
the public.

The president lias taken part in one 
of the military delegation’s plenary 
meetings during each year’s NPC ses
sion to discuss military issues.

• See more, page 2,4,5
• Comment, page 11
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A boy gives his mother a rose during an event on Wednesday to mark 
International Women's Day, at a kindergarten in Shenyang, Liaoning 
province, xuhuiyang/ for china daily
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President Xi Jinping called for 
opening new ground for enhancing 
integrated national strategies and 
strengthening strategic capabilities 
as he met with lawmakers from the 
Chinese military and armed police 
force on Wednesday.

Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman 
of the Central Military Commis
sion, told deputies from the Peo
ple’s Liberation Army and the 
People’s Armed Police Force that 
consolidating and enhancing the 
integrated national strategies and 
strategic capabilities are strategic 
measures planned by the CPC Cen
tral Committee to better coordi
nate economic development and 
defense needs in accordance with 
new situations and missions.

The deputies are attending the 
first session of the 14th National 
People’s Congress.

This work is vital to building a 
modern socialist nation in all 
respects, advancing the great rejuve
nation of the Chinese nation, achiev
ing the goals for the PLA by its 
centenary in 2027, and turning the 
PLA into a world-class force, he said. 

Highlighting the goal of maxi
mizing China’s national strategic 
capabilities, Xi called for efforts in 
integrating management, plan
ning and use of strategic resources 
in order to boost the country’s 
overall strength to deal with stra
tegic risks, safeguard strategic 
interests and achieve strategic 
goals.

Xi also said national laborato
ries must be well constructed, 
managed and used and that inno
vation and creativity must be 
encouraged to accelerate self-reli
ance in science and technology.

Efforts should be made to inten
sify strategic capabilities in emerg
ing fields to pursue new
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Integration crucial to protecting interests of 
nation, he tells lawmakers from the military

a range of 
dilemmas

WORLDWATCH
By David. Cottam

I

Firefighters and an emergency responder search for survivors in the rubble on Wednesday, a day after a powerful explosion ripped 
through a commercial building in a crowded market in Dhaka, Bangladesh. At least 19 people were killed and more than 50 injured in 
Tuesday's blast, authorities said, abdul goni/ap
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Private sector set to drive economic growth

0

«

IIF'

i

I
4

<

*
I 7

7
AyZ,

L

4
YANG MEINI AND WEI XUEMING/ FOR CHINA DAILY

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:46 PM

23*1
F i »iiF

US PL*

I/ A

opportunities. It is expected that the country 
will take detailed practical measures to boost 
the confidence of private entrepreneurs.”

The Ministry of Industry and Information 
Technology said that private companies — 
from small businesses in provinces like Zhe
jiang and cities like Shenzhen, Guangdong 
province, to internet enterprises leading 
global technological advances — are pioneers 
in spurring economic growth and innovative 
development both domestically and on the 
global stage.

It added that in recent years, they have con
tributed about 50 percent of the country's tax 
revenue, 60 percent of GDP, 70 percent of 
technological innovation and 80 percent of 
urban employment

Data released by the All-China Federation 
of Industry and Commerce, which serves the 
private sector, show that private enterprise 
accounts for more than 80 percent of China’s 
“small giant” companies — smaller outfits 
that typically specialize in niche sectors, com
mand high market share and boast strong 
innovative capacity.

The data also show that the number of pri
vate enterprises in China rose from 10.86 mil
lion in 2012 to more than 47 million last year, 
while the number of Chinese businesses 
among Fortune Global 500 enterprises rose 
from five in 2012 to 28 last year.

However, in the face of the COVID-19 pan-
Contact the writer at
chengyu@chinadaily.com.cn

tion of new products,” said Zeng, a member of 
the 14th National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference.

“More efforts will be made to increase the 
collaborative innovation of upstream and 
downstream industrial chains, and to take a 
lead in the global new energy industry”

The Government Work Report, which was 
delivered to the two sessions on Sunday, stat
ed that the country will consolidate and 
develop die public sector and encourage, sup
port and guide the development of the pri
vate sector.

The country will encourage and support 
the private sector and private enterprise in 
growing and supporting the development of 
micro, small and medium-sized businesses 
and self-employed individuals, and also cre
ate an environment in which companies 
under all forms of ownership can compete 
and grow' on a level playing field.

Qu Yongyi, a researcher with the Institute 
of Industrial Economics at the Chinese Acad
emy of Social Sciences, said, “This show's that 
China’s efforts in driving the growth of the 
private economy are a long-term strategy 
rather than a stopgap (measure).”

Jiang Ying, chair of the market consultan
cy Deloitte China and a member of the 14th 
National Committee of the CPPCC, said: 
“With the overall recovery of the economy, 
the private sector will embrace greater

ne vision, tw'o colors and three- 
entity collaborations to help pri
vate companies land new business 
contracts: that’s the basis of a

recent working mechanism launched by 
Xiaoshan district, Hangzhou, capital of East 
China’s Zhejiang province.

For each project, a tailor-made flowchart is 
produced initially. It bears two colors, which 
are used to distinguish the tasks the govern
ment and the private business should under
take to coordinate official departments, 
enterprises and intermediaries, and to 
improve efficiency.

Citing this example on the sidelines of the 
tw'o sessions, Xu Guanju, a deputy to the 14th 
National People’s Congress and chairman of 
Transfar Group, a leading private chemicals 
manufacturer, said he had noted the “down- 
to-earth” support offered by the government 
in “making efficiency an extra profit” for pri
vate entrepreneurs.

The assistance is underpinned by the 
government’s broader efforts to support 
the development of the private sector, 
which have been highlighted during the 
two sessions.

Lawmakers and political advisers have 
submitted numerous proposals at the gather
ings to promote the development of private 
enterprise in China.

Industry experts and company executives 
are interpreting the efforts as indicative of 
China’s strong determination to develop the 
private sector, and they believe this will great
ly stimulate market vitality and support the 
stabilization of the nation’s economic funda
mentals this year, they said.

demic and geopolitical disruptions, many 
were faced with tough challenges at home 
and abroad. According to the federation’s 
annual report last year, the top 500 Chinese 
private enterprises faced slight falls in profit
ability and operational efficiency, and also 
faced mounting pressure from sluggish mar
ket demand and rising operating costs.

The report noted that their combined net 
profit was 1.73 trillion yuan ($249 billion), 
down 12.28 percent from 2021, while their 
combined net profit rate for sales, assets and 
net assets all fell.

Wang Peng, a researcher at the Beijing 
Academy of Social Sciences, said: “To help 
resolve these challenges, the government is 
expected to first offer a stable and predictable 
business environment for the private sector 
to boost confidence and stabilize expecta
tions. With better market expectations, more 
companies and entrepreneurs will make bold 
moves for business. This, in turn, will drive 
economic recovery as well as the steady 
development of sectors such as real estate 
and the platform economy:’

He added that this is also why the govern
ment has launched supportive and bailout 
policies to relieve the burden on private 
enterprises in recent years. The latest data 
show that last year, tax refunds, as well as tax 
and fee cuts and deferrals for companies, 
exceeded 4.15 trillion yuan.

reft-
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Policy package
To help private businesses, especially 

SMEs, cope with the difficulties, the govern
ment has launched a package of policies. Last 
year, the State Council, China’s Cabinet, 
released a document that detailed a raft of 
measures so that SMEs are better able to sur
vive the short-term challenges.

Local governments are also expected to 
arrange special bailout funds for micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises, and provide 
subsidies for rents, loan interest and other 
factors to outfits experiencing operating diffi
culties, the document said.

Late last year, Xu Xiaolan, a vice-minister at 
the Ministry of Industry and Information 
Technology, told a news briefing: “More 
efforts will be made to help private enterpris
es lower operating costs, ease their difficulties 
in accessing funding and debt collection, and 
assist them in glowing demand. Given that 
some private SMEs are more vulnerable to 
fluctuations in supply and industrial chains, 
the ministry is also strengthening its push to 
include key SMEs on a list to help them 
restart operations as soon as possible.”

Xu said the ministry is also working to 
encourage digital service providers to reduce 
cloud platform costs for SMEs so they can bet
ter leverage digital technologies to boost effi
ciency amid the difficulties.

Meanwhile, a document released recently 
by MIIT and 10 other ministries said China 
will boost the full integration of all aspects of 
SMEs — including industrial, supply and data 
chains — to promote advantageous interac
tion. It proposed guiding large enterprises to 
share their design and development abilities, 
and to open up their equipment and laborato
ries to smaller counterparts.

Such efforts have driven positive momen
tum. The business activity of China’s SMEs, 
mostly private businesses, improved margin
ally in January, with the Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development Index seeing its 
largest rise in growth in the past two years.

According to the China Association of 
Small and Medium Enterprises, the index, 
which is based on a survey of 3,000 SMEs, 
came in at 88.9 last month — 1 point higher 
than January — the biggest increase since 
2021.

“The business operations of the country’s 
SMEs improved greatly in January, thanks to 
the coordinated COVID-19 response and a 
package of supportive policies,” said Ma Bin, 
the association’s executive vice-president

Notably, the subindexes for eight sectors 
witnessed recovery last month. Transporta
tion and storage and accommodation and 
catering saw their highest recent month-on- 
month growth, with rises of 1.7 points and 1.8 
points, respectively.

In December, Yang Weimin, deputy direct
or of the Economic Affairs Committee of the 
14th CPPCC National Committee, told a news 
briefing that the country’s economy is on 
track for recovery, though many uncertainties 
lie ahead.

“To stabilize economic growth, we cannot 
ignore market entities. More efforts must be 
made to empower private businesses, which 
act as the main force for economic develop
ment,” he said.

Common development
During the two sessions, lawmakers and 

political advisers have submitted numerous 
proposals to boost the development of private 
enterprise in the years to come. For example, 
the All-China Federation of Industry and 
Commerce proposed the promulgation of a 
national law to promote the private economy. 

It aims to promote the common develop
ment of private businesses and State-owned 
companies, prohibit market supervision 
departments from discriminating against pri
vate companies and ensure that they develop 
in line with market rales and dynamics.

The federation said that the law should also 
encourage private businesses to compete fair
ly with State-owned enterprises, and to coop
erate with the latter to promote the healthy 
development of both the public and private 
sectors.

Pi Jianlong, a member of the 14th CPPCC 
National Committee and head of the Beijing 
Jintai Law Firm, said: “There are certain defi
ciencies in the protection and support of the 
private economy in the current laws, especial
ly a lack of legislation for the development 
and protection of private enterprises. Most of 
the regulations related to the development 
and protection of the private economy are still 
at the policy level.

“Seen from the market perspective, private 
enterprises still face invisible obstacles in 
industiy entry and access, especially in sec
tors such as finance, petroleum and electric 
power” he said.

Pi has proposed to the two sessions that the 
law should provide detailed regulations for 
private economic entities in key areas, such as 
the protection of property rights, market 
access, investment and financing, and fair 
competition.

“Such legislation would offer institutional 
guarantees for the private sector and greatly 
boost the confidence of private entrepre
neurs to boldly go after business in the years 
to come,” he said.

Confidence booster
While taking part in a joint group meeting 

with national political advisers on Monday, 
President Xi Jinping reaffirmed the nation’s 
support for the private sector and pledged 
steps to bolster the confidence of private busi
nesses and entrepreneurs, reduce their bur
dens and promote their healthy, high-quality 
growth.

He stressed the need to guarantee a level 
playing field for private businesses and State- 
owned enterprises through laws and institu
tional arrangements, encourage the growth 
of the private sector, further raise market 
expectations and bolster confidence.

Wang Qinghai, chairman of JCHX Mining 
Management, a Shanghai-listed mining ser
vices provider, said: “President Xi’s remarks 
have set private enterprises at ease, seeing 
that such support has and will be consistent. 
They also indicate how traditional private 
companies can transform to achieve high- 
quality development.”

To pursue high-quality development, 
Wang said his company has made great 
efforts in its transformation from a mining 
contractor in the domestic market to a 
provider of one-stop mining solutions 
with a presence in many countries and 
regions participating in the Belt and Road 
Initiative, such as the Democratic Repub
lic of the Congo.

Specifically, Xi encouraged private busi
nesses to transform their growth models, 
adjust their industrial structures, focus on 
their main business portfolios and follow a 
path of high-quality development.

Businesses capable of change should 
improve independent innovation and con
tribute more to the nation’s science and tech
nology self-reliance, as well as the 
commercial application of research out
comes, Xi said.

To spur private investment, the govern
ment should also attract the participation of 
more private investors to the construction of 
major projects and those that are part of key 
industrial and supply chains, he added.

Wang said: “Inspired by such efforts, my 
company will persist with mine construction 
and contract mining as the basis of our core 
business development, and meanwhile trans
form to expand the industrial chain to equip
ment manufacturing, scientific and 
technological research and the development 
and trading of resources.

“Also, the company will employ new tech
nology as alead to promote digitalization and 
intelligent systems in mine construction. We 
will strive to leverage leading scientific and 
technological innovation in mine construc
tion, seek greater breakthroughs in core tech
nologies, increase investment in basic 
research and actively participate in national
level industrial research to ensure more 
breakthroughs.”

Zeng Yuqun, founder and chairman of 
Contemporary Amperex Technology, the 
world’s largest supplier of batteries for elec
tric vehicles, said that this approach is espe
cially apt for the new energy sector, where 
private Chinese enterprises are attempting to 
stand at the global forefront.

“We will give full play to our policy and 
market advantages to accelerate the develop
ment of new technologies and the applica-

Proposals aimed at 
regulating business 
activity and helping 
firms enter markets. 
Cheng Yu reports.
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It is also worth reflecting that 
there are two very different ways of 
viewing freedom, one active and 
one passive. The active focuses on 
“freedom to” while the passive 
focuses on “freedom from” The US 
approach is the active version, 
emphasizing the freedom to express 
one’s views, to worship, to protest, 
to vote, to bear arms and so on. In 
many other parts of the world, espe
cially in less-affluent countries, the 
approach is more inclined to be the 
passive version, emphasizing free
dom from poverty, from hunger, 
from squalor, from disease, from 
ignorance or from fear. 

A combination of both 
approaches is probably the ideal 
for most countries to work toward. 
It would be helpful if the West, and 
the US in particular, thought care
fully about the complexities of 
these issues before rallying to the 
simplistic call of “cry freedom”.

The author is a British historian 
and former principal ofSha Tin 
College in Hong Kong. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

1920. Mississippi was the last state 
to ratify this, in 1984, over 200 
years after the promises of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
Even now, feminists will point to 
continuing impediments to their 
freedom, most recently the US 
Supreme Court’s decision to end 
women’s constitutional right to 
abortion, affecting the ability of 
women to make their own deci
sions about their bodies and lives. 

So for well over half of the popu
lation, freedom in the US has been 
a long, hard-fought battle and is 
still ongoing.

Even with something as funda
mental as freedom of speech, there 
are dilemmas to be resolved. For 
example, in the US, the First 
Amendment protects freedom of 
speech and freedom of the press, 
but does not protect people from 
racist, sexist or homophobic abuse, 
incitement to commit criminal 
acts, or destabilizing, fake news. 
Unconstrained freedom of speech 

impairment in mental health when a 
mass event occurs, such as famine or 
war. After six months, most people 
adapt, and the general population 
returns to its normal pre-event level 
of mental health. In the case of the 
CO VID pandemic, this did not occur, 
especially for the younger popula
tion,” Cassiday said.

President Joe Biden pledged $300 
million to expand mental health ser
vices in schools last year. He also said 
during his recent State of the Union 
address that schools would be able 
to use Medicaid dollars to hire addi
tional counselors and social workers. 

But only a few schools have one 
school psychologist for every 500 
students, the recommended num
ber suggested by the National 
Association of School Psycholo
gists. In 2021 to 2022, on average, 
there was just one counselor to 
help 1,127 students.

can be just as dangerous in the US 
as the freedom to bear arms. So 
whenever a freedom is practiced in 
the US or anywhere else in the 
world, there is a deep responsibili
ty to others that needs to accompa
ny it Sadly, we all know that this is 
not always the case.

It is apparent that whenever 
anyone extols the virtues of intro
ducing instantaneous Western 
freedoms to other countries, it 
should come with a health warn
ing. Freedom is undoubtedly 
something we all value, but the 
experience of the US is, first, that 
freedom there evolved very slowly 
over a 250 year period, and, sec
ond, with every freedom there 
comes the need for responsibility. 
The US is still struggling with this 
second issue, and rather than pros
elytizing the American way to the 
rest of the world, it needs to be 
more honest in reflecting its more 
complicated, slowly evolving and 
nuanced experience.

effectively manage their young 
child’s or teenager’s mental health 
needs.”

The organization said that medi
cal emergency rooms or adult psy
chiatry settings weren’t safe or thera
peutic places to evaluate children 
because they “lack access to special
ist child and adolescent psychiatric 
clinicians”.

Throughout the country, the 
number of residential mental health 
treatment facilities dedicated to 
treating children under age 18 went 
from 848 in 2012 to 592 in 2020, a 
30 percent drop, according to the 
2020 National Mental Health Ser
vices Survey.

A quarter of children who were 
taken to the ER to get mental health

Native Americans born in the US, 
and even then many states prohib
ited them from voting up to as late 
as 1948.

Slavery was finally abolished in 
1865 after a bitter civil war, but 
oveit racial discrimination contin
ued. In the US South, this was 
exemplified by enforced racial seg
regation through the infamous 
Jim Crow laws. These lasted well 
into the second half of the 20th 
century, before being legislated 
against following the Civil Rights 
Movement led by Martin Luther 
King Jr. Not until 1965 was the 
Voting Rights Act passed, prohibit
ing racial discrimination in elec
tions. Freedom for black 
Americans had to be fought for 
every step of the way. 

For women, the fight for free
dom was equally long, with wom
en’s suffrage finally being granted 
by the Nineteenth Amendment in

help ended up being readmitted to 
a hospital or a mental health facility 
within six months, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics found in a 
2022 study.

After being discharged, many 
didn’t get the vital follow-up visits 
to check on their mental health 
quickly enough to stop them being 
readmitted.

Dr Karen Cassiday, past presi
dent of the Anxiety and Depression 
Association of America, told China 
Daily: “Although everyone experi
enced struggles in the pandemic, 
those who were teens, young adults 
and parents of younger children 
appeared to have suffered the most. 

“In past history, the norm for 
any population is to show some

By WANG KAI HAO
wangfcaihao@chinadaily.cum.cn

Deadly 
derailment

19921 The China Securities 
Regulatory Commission

19981 The China Insurance 
Regulatory Commission

20031 The China Banking 
Regulatory Commission

20171 The Financial Stability 
and Development Committee 

of the State Council

20181 The CBRC and the CIRC 
are merged to form the China 
Banking and Insurance Regulatory 

Commission
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The Government Work Report, 
delivered at the opening meeting of 
the first session of the 14th NPC on 
Sunday, underlined the need to see 
that all those involved assume their 
full responsibilities to guard 
against regional and systemic 
financial risks.

Experts said the status of the 
CSRC would be further lifted thanks 
to the reform, reflecting the coun
try’s growing focus on developing 
the capital market to boost self-reli
ant technology advances.

According to the reform plan, the 
CSRC will be changed from a public 
institution to an agency, still directly 
under the State Council. The 
National Development and Reform 
Commission’s function related to 
corporate bond issuance would be 
transferred to the CSRC.

The decision to retain the CSRC 
and make it administratively more 
important demonstrates policymak
ers’ increased focus on developing 
the equity market and pushing for
ward more direct financing to better 
allocate capital and help slow the 
buildup in debt, Goldman Sachs 
analysts said.

Under the plan, the PBOCs duty'of 
protecting consumers of financial 
products and the CSRC’s responsibil
ities to protect investors would both 
be transferred to the new adminis
tration.

The changes will help ensure 
seamless protection of financial 
product consumers and also facili
tate healthy development of the cap
ital market, experts said.

Experts said the reform would 
also help the PBOC better perform 
its core functions.

Spinning off such noncore respon
sibilities as financial holding compa
ny supervision, tire PBOC can focus 
more on monetary policy and macro
prudential regulation, conducive to 
establishing a modem central bank
ing system, said Dong Ximiao, chief 
researcher at Merchants Union Con
sumer Finance Co.

In New York City, Children of Bel
levue, a nonprofit organization that 
works to improve the health and 
well-being of children at local hos
pitals, also warned on its website 
that a “lack of accessible and effec
tive mental health care has led to a 
dramatic increase over the past 20 
years in emergency room visits for 
children and adolescents experienc
ing a psychiatric crisis”

“Ideally, emergency departments 
would provide high quality evalu
ation and treatment planning for 
young patients in psychiatric cri
sis,” it said. “Instead, families often 
encounter a system poorly equipped 
to evaluate and then safely and

Reorganization of financial regulatory bodies 
to streamline oversight, bolster confidence

ByZHOULANXU
and WANG KE JU

Security officers try to 
form a perimeter on 
Tuesday following a 
fatal train derailment at 
Qalyub station north of 
Cairo, the capital of 
Egypt. The accident 
happened at 7:20 pm 
local time when the 
train failed to respond 
to a signal, hit a buffer 
stopper and jumped the 
tracks. At least four peo
ple were killed and 23 
others injured in the 
incident. 
KHALED KAMEL/AFP

China will host a high-profile 
international conference next 
month to promote cooperation 
among cultural heritage adminis
trators, conservators and 
researchers across Asia, 
the head of the National 
Cultural Heritage Admin
istration said during the 
ongoing two sessions. 

Li Qun, director of the 
administration and i 
member of the 14 th 
National Committee of Li Qun 
the Chinese People’s Polit
ical Consultative Conference, said 
in exclusive interview with China 
Daily that the conference, the 
Founding Assembly of the Alli
ance for Cultural Heritage in Asia, 
is scheduled to be held from April 
24 to 25 in Xi’an, capital of 
Shaanxi province.

It will also be the first offline 
intergovernmental conference 
focusing on cultural heritage col
laboration to be hosted by China 
since early 2020.

“As the first international mecha
nism in cultural heritage initiated 
by China, the Alliance for Cultural

Site at Itchan Kala, the inner sec
tion of ancient city of Khiva in 
Uzbekistan, which was completed 
in 2019, and the ongoing restora
tion of the Thatbyinnyu Phaya 
temple in Bagan, Myanmar.

“A network of cooperation under 
the framework of the BRI is being 
established,” Li said.

China’s experience in applying 
for UNESCO World Heritage sta
tus also contributed to the coun
try’s cultural links with other 
nations.

For example, China cooperated 
with Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan 
in the successful bid for World 
Heritage status for “Silk Roads: 
the Routes Network of 
Chang’an-Tianshan Corridor” in
2014, which has inspired coopera
tion on similar programs with 
other countries.

Li said that China has also 
offered “multiple technical and 
intellectual support” to a similar 
program nominated for World 
Heritage status, “Silk Roads: Fer- 
gana-Syrdarya Corridor” involv
ing Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan in the 
management of heritage sites, 
studies of values, and nominating 
strategy.
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Republic of Korea, Iran, Kyrgyz
stan, Pakistan, Syria, the United 
Arab Emirates and Yemen.

Li told China Daily that ministe
rial-level cultural heritage officials 
and experts from around 30 Asian 
countries are expected to attend 
the Xi’an conference.

He said that the founding mem
bers had reached a consensus on 
the statutes of the alliance.

The Xi’an conference will also 
see the election of the alliance’s sec
retary-general, along with the issu
ing of its annual plan and guidance 
on how to apply for funds from the 
alliance to support cultural heri
tage conservation.

The Chau Say Tevoda temple in 
Siem Reap province, Cambodia, 
was the first China-hosted interna
tional joint restoration program 
overseas, where work began in 
1998.

In the past decade, thanks to the 
China-proposed Belt and Road Ini
tiative, which calls for strengthen
ing people-to-people exchanges, 
Chinese experts have been engaged 
in protecting and conserving 11 
heritage sites in six Asian coun
tries.

This work included restoration 
of the UNESCO World Heritage 
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China’s plan to reorganize its top 
financial regulatory bodies under
scores policymakers’ emphasis on 
strengthening financial risk preven
tion by removing a regulatory vacu
um and bolstering supervision 
coordination, experts said on 
Wednesday.

The plan, if approved, would give 
a significant boost to the ability of 
China’s financial system to serve 
the real economy and protect inves
tors’ rights as the country seeks to 
deepen financial reform and open- 
ing-up to empower a steady eco
nomic rebound and bolster market 
confidence.

The State Council, China’s Cabi
net, submitted the reform plan to 
the National People’s Congress, the 
top legislature, on Tuesday. It pro
posed setting up a new national 
financial regulatory administration, 
which would replace the China 
Banking and Insurance Regulatory 
Commission.

Apart from taking over the com
mission’s responsibility of supervis
ing banking and insurance 

institutions, the new 
Inside administration would 
-------------- also supervise financial 
Comment, holding companies and 

other financial con
glomerates, which is

now a duty of the People’s Bank of 
China, the country’s central bank, 
the plan said.

The proposed administration — 
functioning directly under the State 
Council — would ultimately oversee 
all financial sectors except the secu
rities industry, which will continue 
to be regulated by the China Securi
ties Regulatory Commission.

The reform, if approved, would 
end the framework — consisting of 
the central bank as well as the 
CBIRC and the CSRC — that lias 
overseen the country’s financial reg
ulation since 2018.

Instead, a streamlined regime 
would be established, whereby the 
PBOC would be responsible for 
monetary policy and macro-pru
dential regulation. The new admin
istration and the CSRC would be in 
charge of financial institution 
supervision and financial activity 
oversight, experts said.

Tian Xuan, a deputy to the 14th 
National People’s Congress and 
associate dean of Tsinghua Univer
sity’s PBC School of Finance, said 
the new system will help promote 
integrated financial regulation. This 
will help avoid a regulatory vacuum 
and arbitrage that arise from a seg
mented regulatory system.

“It will also be of great help to pro
mote supply-side structural reform 
in the financial sector and boost the 
capability of the financial sector to 
serve the real economy?’ Tian said. 

The proposed institutional changes 
reflect the key focus areas of Chinese 
policymakers in the next few years, 
which include improving financial 
regulation coordination to enhance 
financial stability, analysts at Gold
man Sachs said in a research note.
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Heritage in Asia is a key step in 
strengthening cooperation among 
Asian countries,” said Li, who is 
also vice-minister of culture and 
tourism.

“We’re committed to working 
step by step to turn the alliance 

into an actual interna
tional organization,” he 
added. “Within its 
framework, we can 
make more contribu
tions to jointly safe
guarding the shared 
heritage of humankind.” 

In a keynote speech 
at the Conference on
Dialogue of Asian Civi

lizations in Beijing in May 2019, 
President Xi Jinping expressed 
China’s willingness to work with 
other countries to protect Asian 
cultural heritage and better pre
serve and sustain civilizations.

Echoing his proposal, a two-day 
online meeting, the inaugural 
Asian Dialogue for Cultural Heri
tage Conservation was held in 
November 2021, during which the 
Alliance for Cultural Heritage in 
Asia was also initiated.

The founding members of the 
alliance are China, Armenia, Cam
bodia, the Democratic People’s
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ings in the construction of environ

mental infrastructure for river basins, 
and the improvement of the water 

quality of some rivers, lakes and res

ervoirs is insufficient and unstable. 

Meanwhile, overall aquatic biodiversi
ty is low, and some wetlands have 

shrunk and degraded significantly. 
Especially in the context of global cli
mate change, improving the quality of 

the aquatic environment faces greater 

uncertainty. It is suggested that we 

stick with the overall planning of the 
"three waters" - water resources, 

water environment and water ecology 
- take improvement of aquatic ecolo

gy and stability as the core, promote 
the effective control of water-related 

space, ensure the flow of key rivers 
and lakes, make up for infrastructure 
shortcomings, carry out new pollution 

treatment and risk prevention and 

control, and fully implement the 

10-year fishing ban.

By LIAZHU in San Francisco

liazhu@chinadailyusa.com

Not Taken, which Keating recited to 
his students as part of his attempt 
to warn them of the danger of con
formity. When I became a senior, 
the poem was formally taught in lit
erature class, alongside Shake
spearean sonnets and Edgar Allen 
Poe’s horror stories. 

Even years after graduation, I 
keep running into excerpts every 
once in a while.

Failing to delve into the poem’s 
background, I wasn’t aware that 
Frost, a poet from the United 
States, had written the poem in 
1915 as a private joke to his friend, 
Edward Thomas. One of Frost’s hik
ing partners, Thomas often had 
trouble making up his mind about 
which trail to follow.

Still, my incomplete understand
ing of the poem hasn’t diminished 
it as a lasting source of spiritual 
power whenever I’m faced with a 
choice-making dilemma. Thanks to 
Frost, I have been less guilty of 
making the less mainstream choice, 
much as the poet opted for the less- 
traveled road in his poem. 

At its 20th National Congress in 
October, the Communist Party of 
China repeated its pledge to 
achieve basic socialist moderniza
tion by 2035 and achieve national 
rejuvenation by the middle of the 
century.

The way to that goal was made 
clear: via the Chinese path to mod
ernization.

larger than any other wealthy 
country.

However, the less-frequented 
nature of the Chinese path to mod
ernization does not seem to make it 
less extraordinarily successful. 
More than 800 million people have 
emerged from dire poverty, and 
China has transformed from a 
largely agrarian country into the 
world’s factory floor and second- 
largest economy. A social security 
system lias been created and 
improved to protect nearly one- 
fifth of the global population from 
illness and bankruptcy in old age. 
The list of achievements goes on 
and on.

If China was a student in Keat
ing’s class, would the charismatic 
teacher have cheered her along the 
road? If China was a hiker with 
Frost, would he have praised her 
bravery and determination for set
ting out along a road about which 
much of the world was cynical? 

Sadly, these are unanswerable 
questions, as those who might have 
answered them are long gone. But 
the 1915 poem offers a hint:

In 2011,1 was a freshman at Xi’an 
International Studies University in 
the inland province of Shaanxi. One 
day, my intensive reading teacher 
booked a classroom equipped with 
a projector and showed us director 
Peter Weir’s 1989 movie Dead Poets 
Society. As the lights were turned 
off, the chattering stopped and the 
story of how a reformist teacher, 
John Keating, encouraged his stu
dents to defy the norms and think 
freely unfolded.

Having just emerged from the 
gaokao, the grueling national col
lege entrance exam, we excelled in 
taking standardized tests and were 
actually proud of it. Many of my 
classmates, myself included, were 
educated in the poorly resourced 
counties near Xi’an. To outcompete 
counterparts from larger cities, I 
had been taught the right answers 
to test papers daily ever since pri
mary school.

The movie appreciation class was 
my first encounter with the open
ing lines of Robert Frost’s The Road

Contact the writer at 
lilei@chinadaily.com.cn

By JIANG CHENGLONG 
jiangchenglong@chinadaily.com.cn

LI Malin, member of 
the CPPCC National 
Committee and vice
chairwoman of the 
Central Committee of 

the China Association 
for Promoting

k h I t 1

Two roads diverged in a wood, 
and I—

I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the differ - 

Feng Jlehong, NPC 
deputy and Party chief 

of China Space Sanji- 
ang Group

China should set 
up leading, flagship 

companies in com
mercial aerospace. We need to formu

late practical and effective measures to 
support the rapid growth of high-quali
ty commercial aerospace companies 

with technological advantages, quality 
control advantagesand State-owned 

and central-owned enterprise back
grounds in terms of policies, technolo

gies, funds, and financing and listing.

Democracy

At present, there are still shortcom-

As a well-known Macao busi
nessman who has been learning 
about the mainland since child
hood, Frederico Ma Chi Ngai is 
now calling on youngsters in the 
city to “focus on the motherland’s 
dynamics and seize development 
opportunities’:

“I usually encourage young peo
ple from Macao to visit the main
land to experience and witness the 
development and changes there,” 
he said, adding that he hopes they 
will “seize the opportunities” and 
“integrate themselves into overall 
national development”

The president of the Macao 
Chamber of Commerce made the 
remarks on Tuesday during a 
group interview on the sidelines of 
the 14th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference, of which the 
50-year-old entrepreneur is a 
member.

In response to a question by Chi
na Daily about his efforts to 
encourage Macao youth to become 
more integrated into overall 
national development, Ma shared 
an experience from 2021 when he 
took CPPCC members and a group 
of Macao students to visit moun
tainous Congjiang county in Gui
zhou province. “During the visit, 
the Macao students were amazed 
at the great improvement to the 
lives of the villagers,” Ma said.

Born in 1973 in Hong Kong, Ma 
was raised in a family that empha
sized patriotism. His grandfather, 
Ma Man-kei, is a renowned and 
patriotic Macao entrepreneur who 
was a former vice-chairman of the 
CPPCC National Committee.

Together with his grandfather, 
Ma took his first mainland trip to 
Guilin, Guangxi Zhuang autono
mous region, when he was a boy, 
soon after reform and opening-up 
began in 1978.

Since then, every one or two 
years, he would visit different 
parts of the mainland to explore 
the latest developments with his 
grandfather and other family 
members.

This was one family habit Ma 
willingly followed. Even with a 
broken leg, he visited flood-strick
en Jiangxi province in the 1990s. 

“That was family education, to

6/
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just ignore it and pretend it does not 
exist,” he claimed. “It’s arbitrary. It 
has no basis. It does not follow Unit
ed Nations rules.”

Some in the US are promoting a 
technological decoupling with Chi
na, but Koo believes this will not 
work and will only hurt global 
development.

In terms of semiconductors, for 
example, the US is trying to counter 
China’s technological development 
by imposing export controls on cer
tain technologies.

“China is the largest market, and 
asking American companies not to 
sell to China is going to hurt their 
sales tremendously,” Koo said. “So 
American companies are hurt by 
not being able to make the money 
they need to generate more advan
ces. The long-term result is a lose- 
lose solution, because eventually the 
world will end up with two spheres 
of technology, and each sphere will 
be smaller than the total market 
that could exist, a globalized market 
based on collaboration and coopera
tion.”

technological advancement, they 
end up in a losing situation because 
other countries will not be able to 
contribute by adding to the knowl
edge accumulated by others,” Koo 
told China Daily.

For example, he said, China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative is built on the 
notion that collaboration and coop
eration are good for everybody.

“Because if you help an underde
veloped country to develop their 
economy, then they, too, become 
part of global economic growth and 
are able to contribute,” Koo said. 

“As the saying goes, a rising tide 
raises all boats. This is what China is 
trying to do,” he added. “They’re tak
ing their expertise and financial 
strength to help less privileged 
countries develop their economies. 
It’s not a handout. It’s not a freebie. 
It’s something that both sides must 
work on, contribute to and invest in 
together.”

In contrast to China, the United 
States promotes a rule-based inter
national order that it says everyone 
should abide by, according to Koo, 
who called America’s approach “a 
rale-based disorder”

“It’s an order that suits American 
foreign policy. Anytime it does not 
suit American foreign policy, they

China’s pursuit of opening-up and 
collaboration in science and tech
nology helps underdeveloped coun
tries and benefits the world by 
addressing global challenges, 
according to a retired international 
business adviser in California. 

“A good example of China’s policy 
is the multinational participation in 
its space station. Twenty countries 
have signed on to participate. This is 
an indication of China’s willingness 
to collaborate with other countries 
in science,” said George Koo, a 
former Silicon Valley adviser who 
used to help clients set up China 
strategies and business operations. 

China has established collabora
tive relations in science and technol
ogy with 160 countries and regions 
and signed 116 intergovernmental 
agreements on scientific and tech
nological cooperation.Chen Chun, member 

of the CPPCC Nation
al Committee, presi

dent of Fujian Medical 

University Union Hos

pital
We must promote 

the certification of professional medi
cal qualifications of nurses and phar
macists from Taiwan. Taiwan's medical 
development is widely recognized 

internationally. Nurses, pharmacists 

and other medical experts other than 
physicians also have solid professional 

capabilities. It is suggested that the 
certification of qualification certificates 

for Taiwan medical personnel be 
opened, which will help promote the 

integration of the medical industry 
across the Taiwan Straits in the future.

Qiao lie. member of 
the CPPCC National 

Committee and aca
demician of the Chi

na Academy of 
Engineering 

We have been

working hard to explore a Chinese-style 
medical education model. Medical edu

cation has a relatively long cycle and 
involves a very wide range of disci

plines, so comprehensive development 
of medical colleges and universities is 

crucial. At the same time, different 

training paths are needed for medical 
scientists, leading talent and grassroots 
doctors. Therefore, I hope that an inde
pendent medical education system can 

be designed at the national level to pro
mote higher-level medical education.

Advancing along that road with 
determination is a theme of this 
year’s two sessions, the first meet
ings of the 14th National People’s 
Congress, the top legislature, and 
the 14th National Committee of die 
Chinese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference, the top advisory 
body.

By multiple criteria, this path is a 
less traveled one.

There are close to 200 capital
ist countries worldwide, as 
opposed to just five socialist ones 
— China, Vietnam, DPRK, Cuba 
and Laos. After adopting market- 
oriented reform and opening-up 
policies in 1978, China has 
embarked on an even more 
unique path of “socialism with 
Chinese characteristics” 

The road also appears out of 
place in a world accustomed to 
equating modernization with west
ernization, or modeling itself after 
western democracies. After all, 
none of the world’s 37 developed 
nations resemble my own. 

The push to modernize a nation 
with a population the size of Chi
na’s — 1.4 billion and fest-aging — 
has not been attempted before. The 
United Kingdom led the world’s 
first wave of industrialization in 
the 1760s and has since emerged as 
a modern power of just 67 million 
people. The United States surged 
ahead in the following century. Its 
population of 332 million is already 
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see more and 
experience more 
of the mainland,” 
he said.

In 1997, Ma 
organized a stu
dent group trip 
to the mainland

Ma Chi Ngai for the first time 
after graduating 

from a Canadian university.
That trip resulted in his decision 

to commit to helping more Macao 
students gain firsthand mainland 
experience, just as he had since he 
was a child.

He took 60 high school students 
to Baiwan village in Qingyuan city, 
Guangdong province. It was quite 
poor with dirt roads connecting 
households.

The students stayed at a school 
for four days and visited local stu
dents’ homes to see their living 
conditions.

“Actually, the poverty didn’t sur
prise me as I had seen such scenes 
many times during my previous 
trips, but most Macao students 
were surprised,” Ma said.

Despite the difficulties, both 
groups of students enjoyed spend
ing time together, and some stayed 
in touch by letter.

“That mainland trip left me 
with a different feeling than my 
previous trips,” Ma said. “On my 
childhood trips, I was following 
others to experience things, but 
while on that trip, I was helping 
others have an experience. I had 
an impact on other people, which I 
found much more meaningful,” he 
said, noting that from then, he 
started his youth outreach work.

In recent years, Ma has also held 
events in Macao during which 
CPPCC members were invited to 
share their personal stories and 
mainland development insights 
with students at universities and 
high schools to enhance their 
sense of belonging to the country. 

‘The events have been held at 30 
medium- and large-sized universi
ties, with around 11,000 students 
and teachers participating,” Ma 
said proudly.

“Some students told me that in 
the past, they felt the CPPCC was 
‘mysterious’ but through the activ
ities, they discovered that the 
CPPCC was nearby, and that all 
kinds of people have the chance to 
become a member.”

What the CPPCC National Committee 
members and NPC deputies say

Li Lei 
Reporter's log
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NPC deputy Huang Xiaoling (second from left), who is also chief designer at the Liquan Ceramic Art Company in Liling city, Hunan prov
ince, gives Liling porcelain brooches she designed to other deputies after a panel discussion within the Hunan delegation during the ongo
ing two sessions in Beijing on Wednesday, tang jun/ for china dail

Former business 
adviser claims 
leaving Chinese 
market will hurt US

Two roads diverged in a yellow 
wood,

And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood
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High tech is a 
hot topic at the two 
sessions, the annu
al meetings of Chi
na’s two main 
political bodies — 
the National Peo
ple’s Congress and 
the National Com

mittee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference.

Last year, China engaged in 
numerous international coopera
tion programs aimed at addressing 
shared challenges, including COV- 
ID-19, biodiversity, climate change 
and clean energy.

It has pledged to strengthen 
opening-up in science and technolo
gy and endeavor to create an envi
ronment of openness and 
innovation.

Koo said China is on the right 
track to strengthen exchanges with 
other countries and expand collabo
ration in science and technology, 
because problems such as climate 
change, pandemics and drag abuse 
are global concerns that require 
global cooperation.

“Humankind, in general, has pro
gressed by sharing knowledge and 
scientific advances. Whenever 
countries attempt to cut off access to
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Effective litigation key to solving public interest matters
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By ZHANG CHI in Nairobi, 

CHEN WEIHUA in Brussels, 

and XING YI in London

properly resolved, he added. 
“The biggest challenge facing the 

system is that the existing system can
not fully meet the practical needs. 
Promoting die legislation on procura- 
torial public interest litigation is one 
of the focuses of procuratorial work, 
and the SPP has set up a leading 
group to work on it,” he said, citing 
that die report of the 20di National 
Congress of the Communist Rnty of 
China also emphasized improving the 
system of public interest litigation.

According to the SPP, procuratorial 
organs will focus on key areas such as 
the ecological environment and 
resource protection, food and drug 
safety, national finance and land, and 
intensity case handling. They will also 
enhance the case evaluation mecha
nism to ensure the quality and effi
ciency of public interest protection.

view on the sidelines of die ongoing 
annual two sessions in Beijing.

“The original intention of setting 
up the procuratorial public interest 
litigation system, and the practice of 
the system, is to always adhere to 
the notion that the people are at the 
center, and constantly improve the 
people’s sense of gain, happiness 
and security’ he said.

From 2018 to 2022, procuratorates 
focused on areas that had the most 
public complaints, and investigated 
395,000 public interest cases involv
ing the ecological environment and 
resource protection, and 154,000 
cases in food and drug safety.

Hu said die procuratorates have 

China’s successes in maintaining 
overall stable economic performance 
while overcoming great challenges 
amid a complex and fluid environ
ment are rooted in its governing prin
ciple of putting people first, including 
avoiding the deadly waves of COVID- 
19 and eliminating absolute poverty 
as scheduled by 2020, he said.

Carlos Martinez, a British com
mentator and co-editor of Friends of 
Socialist China, said it’s “particularly 
striking how in tune the Chinese 
leadership is with the needs, aspira
tions and dreams of ordinary people”. 

“Li Keqiang’s concerns are the same 
as tiiose of the people,” he said. ‘The 
report discusses die impactof die pan
demic on China’s economy over the 
last three years,” he said, underscoring 
tiiat the resolute measures taken to 
protect lives had an inevitable impact 
on economic activity — although this 
was managed well overall, and didn’t 
interfere with China’s world-historic 
achievement of eliminating absolute 
poverty once and for all.

Now that China has adapted its 
COVID-19 management strategy in 
accordance with changed circum
stances, he said, it’s likely tiiat China 
will return to moderate growth 
while keeping inflation at a low level

A political adviser expressed confi
dence in the solidarity of people-to- 
people friendship between China 
and the United States despite chal
lenges in bilateral relations, saying 
that botii peoples believe that die two 
sides “cannot run into conflict, con
frontation or wari:

Lin Songtian, who served as ambas
sador to multiple countiies including 
Soutii Africa and Malawi, is currentiy 
president of die Chinese People’s 
Association for Friendship with For
eign Countries. He said in an inter
view' with China Daily that die only 
option for Beijing and Washington is 
to work together for a shared future. 

Lin, who returned from a 10-day 
trip to the US in February, said he 
had extensive meetings with people 
from various sectors of US society, 
and the hospitality he received 
“went far beyond imagination”. 

“I feel the bright future in people-

cy and effectiveness. Participants in 
international conferences such as 
the World Conservation Congress 
and the United Nations Biodiversity 
Conference, and officials from the 
procuratorial organs of Vietnam, 
Mongolia, Belarus and Hungary 
have highly praised the system.

With authoritative legal supervi
sion, professional personnel and the 
joint participation of different social 
sectors and government depart
ments, the system first resolves spe
cific infringements of public interest, 
and then traces back and rectifies 
fundamental problems. Eventually, 
it will promote the improvement of 
legislation or regulations in the field 
to plug loopholes, Hu said.

Prosecutors would look back on 
the problems randomly to check 
and evaluate if die case had been 

“We expect both governments to 
follow the people’s call and create 
positive conditions and atmosphere 
to bring our bilateral relations back 
to the normal track and bring our 
two peoples together for a shared 
future,” he said.

As this year marks the 10th anni
versary of the Belt and Road Initia
tive, Lin envisions a stronger role for 
people-to-people diplomacy in 
enhancing the development of the 
initiative going forward.

He underscored that the BRI is 
inclusive rather than exclusive, and 
stays open to all nations, including 
the US.

‘We have no reason to deny such a 
productive initiative,” he said.

He said the CPAFFC will seek to 
employ its strength in people-to- 
people engagement, better leverage 
the platform of friendship cities and 
contribute to the implementation of 
the BRI.

As a national political adviser, Lin is 
set to appeal for greater efforts to bet

growth and development are “bene
ficial to the rest of the world”

“From what I learned through die 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce UK, 
there is a wide range of sectors in 
which China is already investing in 
the UK, and I’m impressed by die 
socially responsible nature of much 
of tiiat investment in terms of die 
emphasis on renewables and sus
tainability and environmentally 
friendly industries,” he said.

Gerald Mbanda, a Rwandan 
researcher and publisher on China 
and Africa, said the work report 
highlighted positive economic 
growth after the disruption of die 
global economy by the pandemic. 

“The increase in investment in 
infrastructure and manufacturing 
over the years has seen the rise of 
China as the second-largest econo
my in die world. The deliberate eco
nomic growth policies by the 
Communist Party of China guided 
by Xi Jinping’s economic thought 
has made it happen,” Mbanda said.

Bj CUI JIA
cuijia@chinadaily.com.cn

cooperation with government agen
cies to form a higher-level joint force 
for the protection of public interests. 

“By improving the system of public 
participation, governance and shar
ing, and promoting such working 
mechanisms as public hearings, 
roundtable meetings and third-party 
evaluation, and announcements 
and services, we have made great 
efforts to apply the concept of whole
process people’s democracy through
out the handling of public interest 
litigation cases,” he said.

Hu said that the system, with dis
tinctive Chinese characteristics, has 
won wide recognition in the interna
tional community due to its efficien

ByXUWEI
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

The Government Work Report 
delivered on Sunday to the 14th 
National People’s Congress demon
strates how the Chinese leadership 
has responded to the needs, aspira
tions and dreams of ordinary peo
ple, according to African and 
European commentators.

The report by Premier Li Keqiang 
at the first session of the 14th NPC 
has also highlighted China’s move to 
step up its post-pandemic recovery, 
they said.

Dennis Munene, executive direct
or of die China-Africa Center at the 
Africa Policy Institute, said the 
report has shown “the resilience 
and determination” of die Chinese 
government and its people to over
come 21st-century problems.

Munene said the government 
appears to be fully committed to 
effectively steering the country from 
the negative impacts of the pandem
ic, maintaining economic and social 
stability, and ensuring security in 
the new and hard-won achieve
ments in its strategic and compre
hensive development agenda.

continued to piudentiy explore pro
tecting public interests in new areas 
and strengthened case-handling 
efforts to protect the rights and inter
ests of specific groups such as the dis
abled, women and the elderly, as well 
as the rights and interests of workers 
in newly emerged industries.

Public interest litigation now cov
ers 13 statutory areas, including eco
logical environment and resources 
protection, food and drug safety, 
State-owned property protection, 
transfer of State-owned land-use 
rights, and the protection of minors, 
women, servicemen, production 
safety and personal data.

The SPP lias also strengthened 

The Xinjiang Uygur autono
mous region will boost investment 
in technology to support high- 
quality development while push
ing for higher-level opening-up, 
the Party chief of the region said. 

‘With the support of resources, 
geological advantages and policies, 
the region should dare to think and 
act on technological innovation. It 
should also face difficulties head-on 
so it can come up from behind in die 
sector,” Ma Xingrui, Party chief of 
Xinjiang, said duringa panel discus
sion of the Xinjiang delegation at 
the 14th National People’s Congress. 

He said that the region’s three- 
year plan to deepen structural 
reforms in the science and technol
ogy sector should be fully imple
mented. Also, development of core 
technologies should be enforced.

Xing Guangcheng, also an NPC 
deputy of the delegation and head 
of the Institute of Chinese Border
land Studies at the Chinese Acade
my of Social Sciences, said Ma has 
attached great importance to tech
nological development and inno
vation, which are key to Xinjiang’s 
quality development.

“Xinjiang is resource-rich, but 
such an advantage is no longer suffi
cient to support the region’s quality 
development. The region must focus 
on developing high-tech industries, 
such as microchips,” Xing said in an 
exclusive interview witii China Daily. 
“More important, while the region 
modernizes its development path, 
the mindset of Xinj iang officials also 
must be adapted to new demands.” 

Ma also said that the region will 
push for a higher level of opening- 
up and implement a more proactive 
opening-up strategy. Furthermore, 
as a core area of die Silk Road Eco
nomic Belt, it will continue to boost 
development in economic zones 
and areas surrounding land ports 
as well as deepen cooperation witii 
neighboring countries.

Xinjiang, which borders eight 
countries, was an important trade 
hub on the ancient Silk Road con
necting China with Eurasian coun
tries. Since President Xi Jinping 
proposed die Belt and Road Initia
tive in 2013, the region has made sig
nificant progress in functioning as 
the core area in the Silk Road Eco-

ter tell the stories of China this year. 
He explained that a lack of people- 

to-people exchanges has aggravated 
the problem of China being wrongly 
presented or misunderstood in the 
world.

Lin spoke out against some West
ern politicians who’ve never visited 
China but keep “lecturing about 
China” “They have a lot of academic 
degrees or diplomas, but no ‘pass
port”’ he said jokingly.

‘We believe seeing is believing. 
We’d like to invite more and more 
friends to come to China to have a 
look to see the whole pictiire of Chi
na,” he said.

He highlighted the need to 
encourage the Chinese people, 
including senior officials, to beef up 
efforts to make the voices of China 
better heard.

nomic Belt, Xing said, thanks to 
transportation infrastructure tiiat 
was significantiy improved in the 
past decade. Most of the China-Eu
rope freight trains exit China via land 
ports in Xinjiang and die efficiency 
has been greatly improved, he said. 

In 2022, Xinjiang’s export vol
ume reached 246 billion yuan 
($35.3 billion), an increase of 64.4 
percent year-on-year while the 
import volume reached 37.2 billion 
yuan, an increase of 25.3 percent 
year-on-year, according to data 
from the local customs bureau. 

“It’s undeniable that rumors 
made up by Western anti-China for
ces on Xinjiang, such as the use of 
forced labor and carrying out geno
cide, have affected Xinjiang explor
ing global markets to a certain 
degree, but they didn’t and won’t 
affect Xinjiang’s plan to steadily 
deepen opening-up and boost high- 
quality development,” Xing said.

Meanwhile, achieving faster eco
nomic growth and enabling people 
from all ethnic groups to live a better 
life are die best ways to respond to 
such smearing, he added.

Xing said die region has reached a 
golden phase for development in the 
wake of terrorist and extremist activ
ities having been successfully 
curbed, and there is no time to waste. 

Xinjiang once experienced fre
quent terrorist attacks, which 
caused great harm to the lives and 
property of people from all ethnic 
groups. Since 2014, die region has 
stepped up efforts to root out ter
rorism and religious extremism. 

“Having no sense of security is 
the last tiling entrepreneurs and 
investors want to experience in a 
place. Now, the social situation in 
Xinjiang has stabilized and securi
ty concerns have become a thing of 
the past. The region needs to step 
up efforts in creating a good busi
ness environment to attract entre
preneurs,” Xing said.

Ma, Party chief of the region, 
said at the panel discussion ses
sion that Xinjiang will continue to 
improve its business environment 
to support private businesses to 
thrive in Xinjiang and lighten 
their burdens.

Xinjiang will boost the develop
ment of the oil and gas, coal, grain, 
cotton, fruit and vegetable indus
tries, which play a key role in China’s 
economic development, Ma said.
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Big 
changes

The public interest litigation sys
tem has effectively helped resolve 
problems tiiat trouble the masses, 
witii 756,000 such cases handled in 
the past five years, with an average 
annual increase of 14.6 percent, 
according to the Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate.

Protecting die people’s interest is at 
die core of public interest litigation, 
which is a significant judicial system 
and a major project of the Party and 
die State, Hu Weilie, head of the 
eighth procuratorial office of the SPP, 
told China Daily in an exclusive inter

. *

Visitors browse agricultural products at the seventh China-Eura
sia Expo in Urumqi, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, lastyear. 
LIU XIN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

Yang Qinglong, a deputy 
to the National People’s 
Congress from the Ning- 
xia Hui autonomous 
region, displays two pic
tures showing the 
changes of Yangling vil
lage in Ningxia after the 
recent years of targeted 
poverty alleviation. Yang 
has also advocated for a 
compensation policy pro
viding subsidies to resi
dents in Ningxia’s Liupan 
Mountains area, who are 
dedicated to keeping the 
tributaries of the Yellow 
River clean for down
stream areas. 
ZUO MINGYUAN / FOR CHINA DAILY

to-people exchanges 
between China and 
the US,” said Lin, 
who is also a mem
ber of the 14th 
National Commit
tee of the Chinese 
People’s Political 
Consultative Con
ference.

He described his visit as a “door
knocking” trip to the US, his first vis
it since taking office as die CPAFFC 
president in 2020, during which he 
held in-depth exchanges with politi
cians, business executives and think 
tank experts.

“We have one consensus that Chi- 
na-US relations matter in promot
ing wrorld peace and prosperity and 
the future of humanity?’ he said.

He noted that China-US relations 
are built upon a solid people-to-people 
foundation — 284 pairs of friendship 
cities or provinces/states have been 
established, and mutual visits reached 
5 million per year before COVID-19.

and ensuring that income levels 
increase proportionally with the 
overall economy.

Kayode Ogunbunmi, publisher of 
the Lagos-based newspaper City 
Voice, said the Government Work 
Report has revealed w'hy China has a 
“well-deserved reputation as a pillar 
of global stability and is an engine of 
economic growth for the world” 

‘The report, though delivered pri
marily to tiie Chinese audience, 
should also make for educational 
reading for leaders across die globe — 
and especially forthose on die African 
continent For us in Africa, the report 
should serve as a manual on the mer
its of economic planning, focused 
leadership and faitiiful execution of 
laid dowm plans,” Ogunbunmi said.

Keith Bennett, deputy chairman 
of the 48 Group Club, a London
based organization tiiat promotes 
trade between China and the UK, 
said it is better for China “to set a 
modest target and beat it than set an 
over ambitious target but not live up 
to it”.

“Considering the size of the Chi
nese economy, even the modest tar
get would be a great achievement,” 
Bennett said, adding tiiat China’s 
opening-up and its economic

ByYANGZEKUN
yangzekun@chinadailyeom.cn
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More inputs to facilitate high-quality 
development, accelerate opening-up
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what our bill will do,” Braverman 
told the Daily Express newspaper.

By JULIAN SHEA in London 

julian@mail.chinadailyuk.com

ByLIAZHU in San Francisco

liazhu@chinadailyusa.com
conditions for companies on the origin 
of the components.

For instance, die IRA requires EV 
batteries to be made with minerals 
and components produced in the US 
or countlies with which the US has a 
free trade agreement, to be eligible for 
die subsidies and tax credits.

“It foils to really think through and 
take account of the feet that demand 
for things like critical minerals is 
going to exponentially increase in the 
coming years. And we don’t currently 
have the capacity to fill that demand 
either domestically or in concert with 
our friends and allies,” said Ashton. 
“And we don’t have them aligned 
with us in this approach. In fact, 
we have them frustrated with us 

because of this approach.”
South Korea has been taken by sur

prise by die approach, according to 
Overby, and other countries are con
cerned about the lack of certainty and 
predictability in doing business with 
the United States.

South Korea has expressed concerns 
to the US government over the IRA, 
saying that it will significantly under
mine the competitiveness of South 
Korean carmakers and battery pro
ducers in the United States.

Overby said that the US faces “lots 
of challenges ahead” using the critical 
minerals as an example.

“Who’s going to want to smelt these 
critical minerals? The smelting of most 
of this is being done in China, and it’s 
not a clean industry^ she said. “I can 
tell you; it’s not coming to the US. It’s 
not going into Canada, and probably 
there’ll be a lot of resistance of even 
taking it to Mexico.”

Ujk ■ i

“Let’s not lose our minds, and let’s 
not act against our own national inter
ests,” she warned

As to investment restrictions, Anna 
Ashton, director of China Corporate 
Affairs and US-China at Eurasia 
Group, said that the fears around 
Chinese investments are “overblown” 
when it comes to the US’ ability to pro
tect national security interests.

The new US congressional select 
committee on competition with China 
held its first hearing last week. What 
struck Ashton the most about the 
hearing was the criticism of US gover
nors for courting Chinese investment 
or helping businesses in their states to 
do business in China.

“Foreign direct investment tends to 

be a much more efficient way of creat
ing a concentration of new jobs. The 
criticism of state-level development 
agencies for their past efforts to court 
investment from China among many 
other places was unfair;’ she said.

She also noted that the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA), which US Presi
dent Joe Biden signed into law last 
year, is part of the industrial policy 
approach to contain China’s advance
ment and growth.

The IRA provides $370 billion in 
tax credits and funding that supports 
the sectors in which the US wants to 
be a leader, such as electric vehicles, 
renewable energy technologies, and 
critical minerals.

Those subsidies and tax credits have 

years due to the COVID-19 pan
demic, a sports official said.

National Olympic Committee of 
Cambodia Secretary-General Vath 
Chamroeun said more than 1,500 
local and foreign runners took 
part in the event, with 10 kilome
ters and 4 km categories.

“The Women Run 10K is not only 
to celebrate International Women’s 
Day but also to promote healthy liv
ing, encouraging women to play 
sports,” he told reporters.

International Women’s Day is an 
annual event held to celebrate the 
achievements of women and push 
for rights progress. It has roots in 
the US socialist and labor move
ments of the early 20th century; 
particularly as women were fight
ing for better working conditions 
and die right to vote.

The first recorded celebration 
was in 1911 in Austria, Denmark, 
Germany and Switzerland when 
over a million people rallied to sup
port women’s rights.

Experts called for an interna
tional investigation into the 
destruction of Nord Stream pipe
lines during a recent webinar.

Helga Zepp-LaRouche, the 
founder of the Schiller Institute, 
a political and economic think 
tank in Germany that hosted the 
webinar, said the truth about 
what happened to the natural gas 
pipelines is “enormous in its 
implications”.

For the world public to under
stand what is involved may be the 
last chance to stop the acceleration 
of the strategic situation into a 
“global nuclear war”, she said at 
the Feb 23 webinar titled “Investi
gate Nord Stream Revelations: 
Stop Nuclear World War III”

Two Russian pipelines under 
the Baltic Sea, connecting with 
Germany and carrying natural gas 
to Europe, exploded on Sept 26, 
leaking large amounts of gas into 
the water.

It has not yet been officially con
cluded which countiy or actor con
ducted the blasts, while the 
investigation by Swedish, Danish 
and German authorities is ongoing. 

However, Seymour Hersh, a vet
eran US journalist and Pulitzer 
Prize winner, exposed the US 
Navy’s involvement in the explo
sions in a report on the US portal 
Substack last month, featuring 
numerous details from an anony
mous source.

John Kirby, the spokesman for 
the US National Security Council, 
and other US officials called the 
report false and repeatedly denied 
that the US was involved.

The latest update on the pipe
lines came on Tuesday, as US intelli
gence officials suggested that a pro
Ukrainian group carried out the 
sabotage, but no evidence was 
forthcoming that showed President 
Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine or 
other government officials were 
involved in the operation.

“Now, what is most amazing? 
It was admitted by the German, 
Danish and Swedish govern
ments that it was sabotage, but 
they did not reveal any of the 
findings by saying that this 
investigation is ongoing, and 
because of state reasons they 
cannot reveal anything more,” 
said Zepp-LaRouche. “Now, 
Hersh, one should emphasize, 
and it is important to emphasize, 
is probably the most decorated 
investigative journalist in the 
entire transatlantic world.”

Zepp-LaRouche also noted that 
US President Joe Biden last year said 
“we have ways to end Nord Stream 
2” if Russia “invades” Ukraine. He 
made the remarks at a joint news 
conference in Washington in the 
presence of German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz on Feb 7,2022.

“Whatever one’s opinion of Sey
mour Hersh is, he can hardly be 
described as a Russian influence 
or agent of influence,” said Ralph 
Bosshard, a retired Swiss lieuten
ant colonel, in the webinar.

Keir Starmer called the plans 
“unworkable” and questioned 
their feasibility. “I think we’ve got 
to be very careful with internation
al law here,” he said.

Liberal Democrats said the plans 
were “immoral, ineffective and 
incredibly costly for taxpayers, 
while doing nothing to stop small 
boat crossings”.

Outside Parliament, the Refugee 
Council charity said the proposals 
would “shatter the UK’s long
standing commitment” under the 
United Nations’ Refugee Conven
tion to give people a fair hearing 
“regardless of the path they have 
taken to reach our shores”

“All in all, Mr Hersh’s article 
seems to me quite credible,” said 
Bosshard.

Russia proposed a draft resolu
tion at a United Nations Security 
Council meeting last month, calling 
for the formation of an internation
al commission of independent law
yers to investigate the explosion.

China announced that it sup
ports a UN-led investigation, but 
the US has opposed Russia’s draft 
resolution. Zepp-LaRouche sup
ported an international investiga
tion involving Russia.

She said the explosion occurred 
when demonstrations against the 
Russian sanctions in Germany 
had reached a point in which peo
ple demanded that Nord Stream 2 
be opened so that the energy pri
ces would go down.

“And Germany and the entire 
EU, rather than getting cheap gas 
from Russia, have now a very far- 
reaching energy dependency (on) 
the United States,” Zepp-LaR
ouche said. “We are faced with the 
total danger of deindustrialization 
in Germany, (and) a social collapse 
that will follow.

Unfair reform
The protests will focus on the 

fight against France’s deeply 
unpopular pensions reform which, 
critics say, is unfair to women.

In London, the Madame Tus
sauds museum will mark the day 
by unveiling a new waxwork of suf
fragette leader Emmeline Pan- 
khurst, who began an intense 
struggle 120 years ago that won 
women’s right to vote.

In Cambodia, die annual Wom
en Run 10K returned on Wednes
day after a hiatus in the last two 

Political battle lines have been 
drawn in Britain as the House of 
Commons introduced a new Ille
gal Migration Bill, which Home 
Secretary Suella Braverman says 
will push “the boundaries of inter
national law”.

Under the legislation, the home 
secretary’s “duty to remove” will 
take legal priority over the right to 
claim asylum.

Removal to Rwanda or a “safe” 
third country would be fulfilled “as 
soon as reasonably practicable” 
regardless of where someone came 
from, although legal challenges 
mean Britain has yet to send anyone 
to the African country, despite hav
ing agreed on a multimillion-dollar 
deal to do so nearly 12 months ago. 

Anyone removed under the legis
lation would be blocked from return
ing to the country or applying for 
British citizenship in the future, and 
a clause means it would be applied 
retrospectively, so anyone entering 
the country illegally from the day the 
legislation was submitted — rather 
than the day it potentially became 
law—could face deportation.

Last year, more than 45,000 peo
ple entered the country by crossing 
the English Channel from main
land Europe in small boats. 

“We must stop the boats and that’s

Women’s Day, the European Union 
imposed sanctions on individuals 
and entities deemed to be responsi
ble for violence and rights abuses 
against women.

In Europe, marches will take 
place in many countries, includ
ing France, where demonstrators 
will demand “equality both at 
work and in life” in around 150 
towns and cities, a far higher 
number than in previous years, 
organizers say.

industrial policy and other policies, 
including export controls, sanctions, 
tariffs, inbound investment restric
tions and the likelihood of outbound 
investment and capital flow restric
tions, to counter China’s advancement. 

“Let’s remember the Chinese are 
buying. They’re our largest agriculture 
buyer. We are the most productive 
agriculture nation in the world. We 
export tons of form products, and a lot 
of them go to China. That’s not a bad 
thing,” said Overby.

She is worried that the Republican 
and Democratic parties will compete 
with each other over who can bash 
China more as the nation is heading 
into the 2024 presidential election 
cycle.

Women take part in a demonstration against the proposed pensions overhaul on International
Women's Day in Marseille, France, on Wednesday, nicolas tucat / afp

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak (center) visits a Home Office 
joint control room in Kent on Tuesday, kirsty wigglesworth via ap

Experts at webinar call tor international 
investigation in finding answer to blasts

‘Pawn’ in strategy 
“It is even worse. Germany has 

become a pawn in the strategy by 
the unipolar world faction, based 
on the Anglo-American special 
relationship, to maintain the uni
polar world order at a point when 
de facto it no longer exists,” she 
added.

“That is why we have to have an 
immediate international investi
gation with the participation of 
Russia,” Zepp-LaRouche said. 
Another webinar participant, 
Francis Boyle, a human rights 
lawyer and professor of interna
tional law at the University of Illi
nois College of Law, described the 
destruction of Nord Stream as “an 
act of war and a war crime”, refer
encing the Rome Statute and the 
International Criminal Court, or 
ICC, because the pipelines, as 
civilian objects, were attacked 
intentionally.

Boyle said that although the US 
is not a party to the Rome Statute, 
it is a codification of the customary 
international laws of war that 
apply worldwide.

If Hersh’s allegation is real, the 
planning for this was done on the 
territory of Norway and in cooper
ation with Norwegian military 
authorities, Boyle said.

“What that means, then, is that 
it would be subject to the jurisdic
tion of the International Criminal 
Court,” he said. “That is, US gov
ernmentofficials were responsible 
for planning, preparing, conspir
ing and actually committing a 
Rome Statute war crime on a 
Rome Statute state, in this case, 
Norway, so it could be prosecuted 
by the International Criminal 
Court, and the ICC only deals with 
high-level officials.”

Boyle revealed that he did draft 
a bill of impeachment against 
Biden for “committing non-neu- 
tral acts, belligerent acts, and acts 
of war”.

US government policies aiming to 
counter China’s advancement and 
growth face challenges, and the cur
rent China-bashing rhetoric will only 
harm the US’ owm interests, said two 
experts on Asian issues.

“I think we need to remember 
China is not a monolith. Everything 
Chinese is not bad. There’s a danger 
in demonizing everything Chinese,” 
said Thmi Overby, a senior adviser at 
the Albright Stonebridge Group, at a 
recent webinar hosted by the US-Asia 
Institute examining the impact of US 
policies on China.

The US government is leveraging 

The US is reportedly planning to 
lift COVID-19 testing requirements 
on travelers from China as soon as 
Friday' because of a decrease in cases 
in China, according to people familiar 
with the decision.

Three officials who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity told The 
Washington Post that the decision was 
made as COVID-19 cases, hospitaliza
tions and deaths have decreased in 
China, the newspaper reported.

As of Wednesday, individuals travel
ing from the Chinese mainland, Hong 
Kong and Macao to the United States 
still had to provide evidence of a nega
tive CO VID test prior to departing. The 
order was implemented on Jan 5.

The Biden administration will 
continue to monitor COVID cases in 
China and conduct voluntary genom
ic surveillance at US airports, people 
familiar with the testing reversal told 
The Wall Street Journal.

The policy toward China raised 
questions of fairness at the time. 

“The most important strategy right 
now is we need to improve our politi
cal and diplomatic communication 
with China,” Carlos del Rio, an infec
tious disease expert at Emory Uni
versity, told The New York Times. He 
said he feared that the policy of Presi
dent Joe Biden’s administration would 
work “in die opposite direction”

Other countries, such as Japan and 
South Korea, have similar restrictions 
on inbound flights from China.

When asked about the US acting to 
ease the restrictions, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning 
said on Wednesday at a news brief
ing that China always believes that 
epidemic-control measures adopted 
by every country should be scientific 
and appropriate.

“We hope relevant countries will 
work with China to provide more 
convenience for personnel exchanges 
between China and other countlies,” 
Mao said.

Meanwhile, US-based airlines 
are looking to benefit from rising 
demand following the lifting of travel 
restrictions.

With ah' travel between the United 
States and China returning to normal 
following the pandemic, American 
airlines are keen to take advantage of 
the rapidly rising demand for capacity 
between the two countries by expand
ing services.

United Airlines lias resumed flights 
to Shanghai and is planning to expand 
to other airports in China.

United was the first US airline to 
resume direct flights between the two 
countries at the end of January, when 
COVID-19 travel restrictions by China 
were lifted.

Delta Ah' Lines also has resumed 
flights between the two countries, 
while American Airlines is expected 
to restart its service later this month, 
according to Simple Flying.

The number of flights between the 
US and China is still limited to 12 per 
week, and there are only 172 flights 
scheduled for this month, which is a 
941 percent decrease compared with 
the same period in 2019, according to 
Cirium, a flight-data company, Bloom
berg reported.

China was the world’s largest out
bound tourism market before the 
pandemic largely shut down global 
travel, with its overseas visitors spend
ing $1275 billion on tourism in 2019.

‘Clear signal’
With the message of taking back 

control of Britain’s borders having 
been so significant in the 2016 
Brexit referendum and its after
math, the government is likely to 
make migration a key issue at the 
next general election.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak told 
The Sun newspaper that voters had 
“heard promises before” but this leg
islation would “send a clear signal 
that if you come to this country ille
gally, you will be swiftly removed”

Opposition Labour Party leader

f•a r‘‘
Mir '

MADRID — Women hit the 
streets en masse across the globe 
on Wednesday to mark Interna
tional Women’s Day.

Capitals across the world hosted 
marches, rallies and demonstra
tions, including Madrid, where 
broad treelined boulevards are reg
ularly packed with a sea of purple, 
a color often associated with wom
en’s rights.

Marches took place on Wednes
day in Thailand and Indonesia, 
where a few dozen women gath
ered in front of the country’s parlia
ment to urge lawmakers to pass a 
long-awaited bill to protect domes
tic workers and some chanted 
‘long live Indonesian women!

Global progress on women’s 
rights is “vanishing before our 
eyes", UN chief Antonio Guterres 
warned on Monday, saying gender 
equality would take another three 
centuries to achieve.

“Women’s rights are being 
abused, threatened, and violated 
around die world,” he added. 

On the eve of International
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Id



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:46 PM
CHINA DAILY | GLOBALEDITION Thursday, March 9,2023 I 7

SPORTS
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

"rT;»

J

Building stronger foundations
Star athletes at two sessions propose improvements to PE programs
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Chinas medal hopefuls making every second count
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Two-time Olympic champion Ma Long (left) and Sun Yingsha won the singles events at last month's national team trials to secure their 
spots in the squad for the upcoming World Table Tennis Championships, xinhua
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in a tense final in Kitakyushu.
Liu’s target this year is qualifica

tion for the Paris Olympics, but she’s 
already dreaming of a podium finish 
at the Asian Games.

“I hope I can secure an Olympic 
berth as early as possible this year so 
I can prepare some ‘secret weapons’ 
for the Games,” she said.

With China’s first-ever long jump 
world title under his belt, Wang 
Jianan hopes to build on his feats 
last year to deliver his best at the 
Asian Games, while women’s javelin 
Olympic champion Liu Shiying is 
aiming for a similar trajectory.

focus of students and their families. 
To address the imbalance by combining 

sports and education in both systems has 
been a shared concern at the two sessions in 
recent years, resulting in some positive 
changes.

As a collaboration between the Chinese 
Basketball Association and the Ministry of 
Education, China’s professional CBA league 
has extended its talent search into the colle
giate system, highlighted by the increasing 
number of players drafted from the Chinese 
University Basketball Association (CUBA) 
league over die past six years.

The CUBA has also benefitted from the 
initiative, with the number of participating 
universities, audience figures and sponsor
ship deals on the rise, highlighted by last 
weekend’s sold-out CUBA All-Star event in 
Chongqing.

As CBA president and father of a school
age daughter, hoops icon Yao is pushing 
ahead with a school-based “mini basketball” 
program, which he first proposed during 
the two sessions in 2018.

“Sports participation, as part of all- 
around education, should be given a more 
prominent role on campus,” said Yao, who is 
attending the meetings as an NPC deputy 
this year.

The program, customized for primary
school students, features smaller basket
balls, lower rims and more accessible courts 
on campus to enhance the appeal of the 
already popular sport.

Chinese winter sports legend Yang filed a 
proposal to this year’s session calling for a 
reform of the high-school PE test program 
in order to encourage more students to par
ticipate in sports.

“The test program should be diversified to 
meet a wider variety of students’ interests in 
all kinds of events, so that they will be more 
motivated, instead of just being required, to 
exercise and play sports,” said Yang, current
ly a vice-president of the World Anti-Doping 
Agency, who claimed China’s first Winter 
Olympic gold medal in short-track speed 
skating at the 2002 Games in Salt Lake City, 
Utah.

In addition to those compulsory events, 
such as long-distance running and standing 
long jump, the test system needs to include 
more optional events and adjust its evalua
tion criteria to turn the school PE system into 
a more interest-driven program, Yang added.

competitions and I can win more 
titles in the new season,” said Olym
pic and world champion Chen Yuxi, 
who triumphed in the women’s 10m 
platform competition at the test 
event.

In addition to the World Aquatics 
Diving World Cups in Xi’an, Montreal 
and Berlin, Chinese divers will also 
compete at the World Aquatics 
□lampionships in Fukuoka, Japan in 
July and die Hangzhou Asian Games. 

“Due to the tight schedule, men
tally we need to make comprehen
sive preparations and adjust our 
athletes to the atmosphere of major 
tournaments,” said team manager 
Zhou Jihong.

lines for students, Zhang added.
Liu Shiying, who won China’s first javelin 

Olympic gold medal at the Tokyo Games, 
echoed Zhang’s sentiments, stressing that 
the value of retired athletes should be har
nessed better.

“The potential of retired athletes and 
coaches in our country as an asset in youth 
sports promotion has, in my opinion, yet to 
be fully developed,” said Liu, a member of 
the sports panel of the CPPCC’s National 
Committee.

“The current school PE curriculum needs 
to be reformed with more diversity and 
depth to allow children to pick their favor
ites from a wider range of sports and then 
develop more seriously as they grow,” said

A highlight of her proposal is the intro
duction of a so-called “champion class” to 
campus in order to better develop interest 
and attract greater participation than the 
traditional system.

“It’s not meant to identify talents early on 
and develop them as professionals. It’s all 
about stimulating interest and making PE 
class more fun by introducing policies to 
make it possible to hire former pro athletes 
and coaches as full-time PE teachers in 
schools,” said Zhang, whose mother is a PE 
teacher with 28 years’ experience.

The education department should also 
invite more input from the pros and get 
them involved in drawing up school PE cur
ricula and developing fitness training guide-

savored a “big win to start a big 
year” after topping the podium at a 
CCI level-4 event last month in 
Montelibretti, Italy.

“There is a lot to do this year with 
individual and team Olympic quali
fication as well as the Asian Games 
and it is a huge relief that all of my 
own, my horses’ and team’s hard 
work over the winter is paying off,” 
said the 33-year-old.

“This is just the beginning of the 
season, there is still a lot to do. The 
most important thing is to take 
heart but stay composed and keep 
working hard.”

Liu Qingyi, who pocketed silver at 
the 2022 WDSF World Breaking 
Championships last October, con
tinued her fine form with a resound
ing victory at the Breaking for Gold 
World Series 2023 in Japan, the 
sport’s first Olympic points event 
this year.

The 17-year-old beat home favor
ite and world champion Ami Yuasa 

month, Olympic champion Liu Yang 
grabbed gold in the men’s rings dis
cipline after recovering from injury. 

“My main target this year is the 
Asian Games, where I hope to win 
die team and rings gold medals,” 
said Liu, who had not taken part in 
any international competitions 
since the Tokyo Olympics.

For rising tennis star Wu Yibing, 
who was born and raised in Hang
zhou, the will to win Asian Games 
gold appears to be even stronger.

Wu shot to fame in February' 
when he claimed the Dallas Open 
title, becoming the first Chinese 
player to lift a singles trophy at an 
ATP Tour tournament.

“Since I’m a Hangzhou native, I 
hope to win the gold at home,” said 
the 23-year-old, who finished run
ner-up at the 2018 edition of die 
Asian Games.

Equestrian rider Alex Hua Tian, 
who is set to make his third Asian 
Games appearance in Hangzhou, 

Renowned legislators and policy advisers from China's sports community, including (from left) past and present Olympic champions Yang Yang, Zhang Hong and Ren Ziwei, have been making their voices heard
during brainstorming sessions at the National People's Congress and the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference in Beijing, jiang dong / china daily

Building momentum
Several Chinese athletes who com

pete overseas have also produced 
performances that bode well for the 
forthcoming major championships.

At the International Gymnastics 
Federation’s World Cup in Doha tiiis 

With China stepping up efforts to estab
lish itself as a sporting superpower, policy 
advisers and legislators have called for 
greater efforts in physical education and die 
promotion of school sports to bolster the 
mission from the bottom up.

Having done their country proud on the 
track and in the pool, a group of star athletes, 
botii past and present, have taken to a differ
ent arena to help with the country’s sports 
ambitions by making their voices heard at 
China’s biggest annual political assembly.

Led by Olympic champion swimmer 
Zhang Yufei, retired short-track speed skat
er Yang Yang and basketball legend Yao 
Ming, high-profile sports representatives of 
the National People’s Congress and die Chi
nese People’s Political Consultative Confer
ence National Committee are putting their 
heads together at the annual sessions of the 
top legislature and political advisory body to 
help facilitate development and reform of 
the country’s sports sector.

They have tabled suggestions on a wide 
range of topics, but the big takeaway is a 
shift in focus to campuses with a view to 
improving physical education programs 
and encouraging greater sports participa
tion among young people.

Zhang, who is making her debut as an 
NPC deputy, said she’s proud to be an advo
cate for the importance of PE on such a seri
ous stage.

“Attending a meeting like this was a little 
nerve-racking for me at the beginning, but 
more so it was exciting and inspiring, and 
that reminded me of the responsibility I’m 
shouldering,” said Zhang, who won two gold 
medals, in women’s 200m butterfly and 
4x200m freestyle relay, at the Tokyo Olym
pics to become a household name in China. 

“As an athlete that attracts attention, I feel 
like we can do more than just train and com
pete to contribute to our country, and this is 
where we can do it away from the sporting 
arena.”

An exemplary product of China’s State
run sports system, Zhang proposed to rele
vant ministerial departments that more 
retired athletes, coaches and trainers devel
oped in the country’s pro sports system 
should expand their expertise and know
how to ordinary schools.

named the tournament’s best coach. 
With the Women’s Asia Cup and 

the Asian Games looming, Zheng 
cautioned against overconfidence 
despite her squad’s encouraging 
recent progress.

“We have already set a new goal 
for the team after the World Cup. We 
are not a strong side despite win
ning silver at tire World Cup,” Zheng 
told Xinhua.

“Everything will start from 
scratch when we step off the podi
um. We need to have this mentality 
at every major tournament in the 
future, and hopefully we can make it 
happen in Paris,” she added.

Things are also looking up for 
China’s ‘Steel Roses’ soccer team, 
who last year won its ninth AFC 
Women’s Asian Cup after a 16-year 
wait.

Head coach Shui Qingxia is target
ing a run to the last eight at the 2023 
FIFA Women’s World Cup in Austra
lia and New Zealand. The quadren
nial tournament is the first of three 
major competitions for China this 
year, with the Asian Games and 
Olympic qualifiers to follow.

Like Zheng, Shui is keeping her 
players grounded, yet still hungry 
for more glory.

“Winning the AFC Women’s Asian 
Cup doesn’t necessarily mean that 
we are a powerhouse in women’s 
soccer,” said Shui. “Physically speak
ing, we are still lagging behind the 
top European teams. Despite the 
challenges, we never give up chas
ing our dreams.”

Hoop dreams
On the basketball court and on 

the soccer pitch, China’s women’s 
teams are both looking forward to 
their 2023 campaigns.

China won a silver medal at the 
FIBA Women’s World Cup in 2022, 
equaling its best result in the global 
hoops showpiece, with Zheng Wei 
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By SUN XIAOCHEN
suiixiM)chen@chinadaily.com.cn
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Liu, who began athletic training aged 13 in 
her home city Yantai, Shandong province.

Like Zhang and Liu, most of China’s elite 
pro athletes are developed in the State-run 
system and have to give up full-time educa
tion at a tender age to focus on athletic train
ing — usually at dedicated sports schools or 
regional high-performance training 
institutes.

For students in regular schools, the 
emphasis on academic excellence can often 
result in PE classes and extracurricular 
sports activities being replaced by extra 
tutoring. This is especially the case in the 
senior grades at high schools, when prepa
ration for the all-important college entrance 
examination, or gaokao, becomes the sole

■h'- - »
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Basketball legend Yao Ming, a newly elected deputy to the National People's Congress, towers above other attendees at the 
top legislature’s annual session in Beijing, zou hong / china daily

With roughly six months to go 
until the 19th Asian Games in Hang
zhou, Chinese athletes are seizing 
every second in their preparations 
for the sporting showpiece.

For China’s all-conquering table 
tennis squad, anything but repeat
ing its haul of five titles at the 2018 
Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
will be considered a failure.

Prior to the Asian Games, which 
take place from Sept 23-Oct 8, Chi
nese paddlers face another tough 
test — the World Table Tennis 
Championships Finals, from May 
20-28 in Durban, South Africa.

“The two major tournaments this 
year offer us opportunities to 
observe and select suitable players 
for our Paris 2024 campaign,” said 
Liu Guoliang, president of the Chi
nese Table Tennis Association.

China has won 32 out of a possible 
37 gold medals since table tennis 
debuted at the Olympic Games in 
1988.

The legendary Liu, a multiple 
Olympic and world champion in his 
playing days, said that China is 
strongly in contention for another 
golden clean sweep next year in Par
is, although admitted the challenge 
is huge.

“The key is to select the strongest 
squad and players that can handle 
the pressure,” said Liu.

The Chinese diving squad, anoth
er perennial dominant force on the 
Olympic stage, held a test competi
tion at the end of February to fine
tune athletes’ form ahead of the new 
season.

“Hopefully there will be more

I
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Two sessions sharpen
semiconductor focus

Hunan city gives greater attention to non-lighter product exports
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By ZHONG NAN in Beijing and 

FENG ZHIWEI in Changsha

province’s

has generated jobs for more than 
65,000 people with an annual out
put value of over 12 billion yuan, 
said Shaoyang’s commerce bureau. 

They have developed a compre
hensive industrial chain and vari
ous types of lighters, with price tags 
ranging from 1 yuan to 50 yuan. 
Apart from producing standard 
disposable pocket lighters, non
combustible lighters or household 
kitchen igniters, they also ship elec
tronic lighters, LED lighters and 
touch-mode igniters abroad to 
meet different market needs.

Shaoyang saw its foreign trade 
value rise 6.1 percent year-on-year 
to 25.48 billion yuan in 2022, with 
exports amounting to 24.39 billion 
yuan, up 4.1 percent year-on-year, 
said its commerce bureau.

Even though the global economic 
downturn and uncertainties have 
created challenges for many coun
tries in maintaining stable foreign

By ZHOU HUIYING in Harbin 

zhouhuiying@chinadaily.com.cn

By MA SI
masi@chinadaily.corn.cn

China’s efforts to achieve profi
ciency in world-class chipmaking 
and ride out related US restrictions 
have received the attention of both 
lawmakers and political advisers at 
this year’s two sessions.

The number of senior executives 
and academicians involved in the 
semiconductor sector who are also 
among this year’s deputies to the 
National People’s Congress and 
national political advisers, lias 
increased significantly.

For instance, Zhang Suxin, chair
man of chipmaker Huahong 
Group, was elected a deputy to the 
NPC for the first time. Chen Tian- 
shi, chairman of Cambricon Tech
nology, a Chinese Al chip company, 
was also elected a national political 
adviser for the first time.

Other newly chip-related 
national legislators include Li 
Shushen, a renowned semicon
ductor expert and president of 
the University of Chinese Acade
my of Sciences, and Fu Zhiwei, 
chairman of Xuzhou B&C Chemi
cal Co Ltd, a domestic company 
specializing in photoresist, a pho
tosensitive material crucial in 
chipmaking.

They have called for more efforts 
to develop the strategically impor
tant sector, including drafting a 
chip law to pursue breakthroughs. 

This, experts said, mirrors the 
industry’s growing importance to 
the Chinese economy.

The latest Government Work 

tory economies of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partner
ship pact this year,” he said.

The official said the city will also 
support export-oriented compa
nies to participate in major domes
tic and international trade fairs 
such as the China Import and 
Export Fair (the Canton Fair) and 
Manufacturing World Osaka in 
Japan in the coming months.

Given the softening global 
demand conditions and the gloomy 
business outlook in many parts of 
the world, Hua stressed that it is 
necessary to develop new foreign 
trade formats and models such as 
cross-border e-commerce and mar
ket procurement to guide the city’s 
exporters to promote overseas sales 
of wigs, lighters, bags and suitcases 
in 2023.

Supported by 114 lighter manu
facturers, including 16 exporters, 
the lighter industry in Shaoyang

trade and investment, China has 
responded by upgrading its indus
trial structure and further deepen
ing its reform and opening-up 
policies, said Gu Xueming, a mem
ber of the 14 th National Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference and presi
dent of the Chinese Academy of 
International Trade and Economic 
Cooperation in Beijing.

Eager to put the growth of its for
eign trade on a firmer footing, Chi
na will take active steps to join the 
Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Part
nership and other high-standard 
economic and trade agreements, 
according to the Government Work 
Report submitted to the National 
People’s Congress for deliberation 
on Sunday.

Report stated that key priorities 
this year include pooling of quality 
resources and concerted efforts to 
achieve breakthroughs in core 
technologies in key fields.

Xie Shanghua, a member of the 
14th National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference, the nation’s top 
political advisory body, said it is 
necessary to prioritize the develop
ment of chips as part of the nation
al security strategy.

In her proposal to the two ses
sions, Xie said the NPC should take 
the lead in formulating a chip law, 
among other measures, to ensure 
the sustainable, healthy and high- 
quality development of the semi
conductor industry over the 
medium to long term.

“The chip policies that have been 
issued in China are mainly regula
tions and departmental rules at the 
State Council level,” Xie said, add
ing that a chip law enacted by the 
NPC can help better promote the 
industry’s development

Efforts should be made to mobi
lize national resources and to unite 
leading enterprises to jointly tackle 
key problems and support the 
research of equipment compo
nents and advanced manufactur
ing processes of 7 nanometers, 
5nm, and 3nm, Xie said.

Xie’s proposal follows similar 
efforts in major economies around 
the world. The United States, 
Japan and the European Union are 
rolling out policies or laws to fuel 
the development of their home
grown chip industries.

Shaoyang in Hunan province, 
China’s largest cigarette lighter 
manufacturing export base, will 
further diversify its export offerings 
and build several related industrial 
clusters for other key sectors such 
as wigs, suitcases and construction 
machinery, said a government offi
cial on Wednesday.

These moves are aimed at quick
ly meeting soaring demand for 
such goods and boosting Shaoy
ang’s export volume, said Hua Xue- 
jian, a deputy to the 14th National 
People’s Congress and the city’s 
mayor.

“We hope to expand the presence 
of our products to more countries 
and hedge against volatility risks in 
the international lighter market,” 
Hua said.

The city’s lighter exports

I

Lawmakers, advisers from key sector 
stress steps needed for better security

Fu of Xuzhou B&C Chemical 
said, “We hope that more targeted 
policies will be rolled out to sup
port the domestic industrial chain 
and provide precise support to dif
ferent segments.”

Liu Zhongfan, an academician at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
and a CPPCC National Committee 
member, said building integrated 
circuit colleges is one of the impor
tant measures taken by the country 
to deal with the “bottlenecks” in 
the semiconductor industry.

About 29 universities in China 
had established IC colleges or chip 
talent training bases as of May 
2022, he said.

Liu said: “In the future, more 
universities will join in to establish 
such academies. The focus should 
be on cultivating top talent with 
interdisciplinary capabilities while 
avoiding too much repetitive 
investment.

“Tire fundamental way to solve 
the challenges in the chip industry 
is to cultivate leading enterprises 
with international competitive
ness.”

Last week, Vice-Premier Liu He 
called for efforts to mobilize 
resources nationwide to promote 
the development of ICs, and offer 
real national treatment to foreign 
chip experts. Industry insiders 
interpreted his call as a signal for a 
new round of more flexible suppor
tive policies for the semiconductor 
sector amid US curbs.

Roger Sheng, vice-president of 
research at US market research 
company Gartner, said it takes 
more than just money to achieve 
breakthroughs in crucial semicon
ductor technologies. ‘Talent and 
time are key.” 

ByLIUZHIHUA
liuzhihua@chinadaily.com.cn

accounted for 70 percent of China’s 
total export volume of such prod
ucts last year, covering nearly 200 
countries and regions, according to 
Changsha Customs, a local unit of 
China’s General Administration of 
Customs.

Supported by 10 established 
export bases including construc
tion machinery, electronic informa
tion, Chinese biomedicine, 
hardware, hair products and sport
ing goods, the city’s government 
expects Shaoyang’s foreign trade 
will grow 9.8 percent on a yearly 
basis to 3.1 billion yuan ($445 mil
lion) in the first two months of this 
year.

“As Central China’s Hunan prov
ince is the host venue for the China- 
Africa Economic and Trade Expo, 
we will deepen economic and trade 
ties with African countries and cre
ate more business opportunities for 
our exporters with buyers at signa-

nr-'’1*'

The Belt and Road section during an expo in Nanning, Guangxi 
Zhuang autonomous region, zhou hua / xinhua

China is expected to expand 
imports from countries and 
regions involved in the Belt and 
Road Initiative as part of its 
broader push for high-standard 
opening-up, according to a politi
cal adviser.

Zhang Yuyan, a member of the 
14th National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference, made the 
remarks during an exclusive 
interview with China Daily. 

“Considering the current 
international situation, it is 
important for China to open up 
its market wider to the econo
mies participating in the Belt 
and Road Initiative, apart from 
strengthening outbound invest
ment into those economies in 
sectors like infrastructure con
struction,” said Zhang, who is 
also director of the Institute of 
World Economics and Politics at 
the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences.

“Expanding imports from 
countries and regions participat
ing in the BRI is quite essential 
for the (high-quality develop
ment) of the initiative,” Zhang 
added.

Proposed by China, the BRI 
has made substantial progress 
since it was put forward in 2013, 
injecting new growth impetus 
into the global economy.

The Government Work Report 
submitted to the National Peo
ple’s Congress for deliberation 
on Sunday said two-way trade 
between China and other BRI 
countries increased at an annual 
rate of 13.4 percent over the past 
five years, and exchanges and 
cooperation between China and 
these countries registered 
steady progress in a wide range 
of areas.

Over the past five years, China 
has remained committed to 
achieving shared growth through 
dialogue and collaboration, 
observed market principles and 
international rules, and carried 
out a number of projects to boost 
connectivity and industrial 
capacity cooperation, according 
to the report.

Zhang said China is expected 
to expand market access for 
products from the economies 
participating in the 
through multiple measures, 
which he suggested may include 
lowering tariffs or even grant
ing zero tariff treatment for 
some products, reducing non
tariff market barriers and revis
ing related import quota 
systems.

The BRI has attracted the partic
ipation of over three-fourths of 
countries in the world and 32 
international organizations, 
according to Foreign Minister Qin 
Gang.

“Greater competition in the 
domestic market introduced by 
such increases in market open
ness will give better play to the 
decisive role of the market in 
resource allocation, as well as 
the functions of the govern
ment,” Zhang said.

“Under current circumstances, 
China must focus on its own 
agendas and remain committed 
to deepening reform and 
expanding high-level opening- 
up,” he added.

As China advances institu
tional opening-up, the country’s 
investment environment will 
continue to improve and its pro
tection of intellectual property 
rights will be strengthened, and 
that will make the country more 
attractive to foreign investors 
seeking better development, 
especially funds flowing into 
high-end industries, he said.
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More BRI products to 
be available on Chinese
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Northeast China’s Heilongjiang 

province has taken a series of tar
geted measures in recent years to 
improve its business environment, 
and such steps have yielded 
remarkable results, provincial offi
cials said on Tuesday.

“In 2022,565,000 new enterpris
es were founded in Heilongjiang. 
The actual utilization of funds from 
regions outside the province was 
297.5 billion yuan ($42.7 billion), up 
47.9 percent year-on-year” Wang 
Yixin, a deputy to the National Peo
ple’s Congress and vice-governor of 
Heilongjiang, said at a news confer
ence at the ongoing annual session 
of the NPC in Beijing.

“We were glad to receive praise 
from investors who were surprised 
by the great changes in the business 
environment in Heilongjiang.”

The province is accelerating die 
construction of infrastructure for 
digital governance. Government 
services will become more conve
nient and timely for enterprises and 
narrow the gap with developed 
regions. The province is using meth
ods like aggregation and sharing of 
government data, optimization of 
procedures, and introduction of 
openness and transparency in 
working processes, he said.

In recent years, the province also 
launched a series of laws and regula
tions to build a law-based business 
environment and strengthen the 
institutional foundation for improv
ing it

Furthermore, Heilongjiang has 
implemented a four-list system of 
inclusive and prudent supervision 
and law enforcement to create a 
more lenient development environ
ment for enterprises.

Any enterprises found guilty of 
poor conduct or illegal practices will 
receive warnings and be guided to 
timely self-correction, which could 
then lead to exemptions or mitiga
tion of punishment. This is expected 
to proactively eliminate and miti
gate social harm and other undesir
able consequences of errant 
corporate behavior.

“Using excellent business ideas 
and experience of developed 
regions, we are taking the initiative 
to help enterprises in difficulties,” 
said Wang. “Work teams and offi
cials are appointed to solve the 
problems of enterprises.”

At the beginning of each year, 
the provincial government will 
hold a meeting to define the objec
tives of efforts to create a sound 
business environment for the 
whole year. It will also set up a 
multidimensional assessment and 
evaluation system.

“We will maintain ‘zero toler
ance’ for any people and behaviors 
that damage the business environ
ment,” he said. “Various depart
ments like market regulation, 
discipline inspection and supervi
sion, politics and law will dis
charge their respective 
responsibilities and join forces to 
ensure that those who damage the 
business environment will pay a 
very heavy price.”

Zhang Zhixiang, an NPC deputy 
and chairman of Jianlong Group, 
one of China’s largest private steel 
enterprises, said: “For an enter
prise, a good business environ
ment is like what sunshine, water 
and air are to human beings. As an 
entrepreneur who has worked in 
Heilongjiang for 20 years, I feel 
that the business environment in 
the province has been continuous
ly improving in recent years. 

“While executing a project in 
Yichun, we received great support 
from the local government. They 
listed it as the city’s No 1 project 
and actively coordinated related 
departments to give guidance in 
advance, providing us lots of rea
sonable suggestions on proce
dures.

“Moreover, they provided door-to- 
door service during the process, 
which helped save lots of time.”

A technician works on the chip production line of a company in Suining, Sichuan province. 
LIU CHANGSONG / FOR CHINA DAILY
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CNOOC completes process modules project
andBy ZHENG XIN

Private sector expects growth on supportive policies
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Miniso charts global expansion plan
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By QIU QUANLIN in Guangzhou 

qiuquanlin@chinadaily.com.cn

To this end, steps to improve the 
business environment for the pri
vate sector, remove institutional 
barriers to level the playing field 
for private businesses and better

line outlets would be helpful for bet
ter consumption recovery.

“A strong recovery of the con
sumption sector would, in return, 
help accelerate the resumption of 
the manufacturing industry, which 
is key to overall economic growth,” 
he said.

In the Chinese market alone, the 
consumer market has been steadily 
recovering since the beginning of 
this year, showing a rising momen
tum following the optimization of 
COVID-19 measures, the Ministry of 
Commerce said during a recent 
news briefing.

During the Chinese New Year hol
iday, sales volumes of key retail and 
catering enterprises in China 
increased by 6.8 percent year-on- 
year. Malls, supermarkets, cinemas 
and sightseeing areas saw their pop
ularity rise significantly, according 
to the ministry.

Chinese chain retailer Miniso is 
looking toward to overseas expan
sion in the following years, said a 
senior company executive of the 
Guangzhou, Guangdong province
based company.

“We have upgraded the global 
brand strategy bj' deeply partici
pating in global retail market 
competition following a new 
round of recovery in the offline 
consumption sector,” said Ye Guo- 
fu, founder and chief executive 
officer of Miniso, for which 2023 
marks the 10th year since its 
establishment.

According to its unaudited 

efficient use

mercial areas of Madrid, Spain; 
London; Florence, Italy; Canberra; 
Amsterdam; and Lima, Peru. 

“We will open more flagship 
stores in provincial capitals across 
the country and global flagship 
stores in key overseas markets,” Ye 
said.

Ye said a global flagship store 
will soon be established in New 
York’s Times Square and “we hope 
the number of stores in the United 
States will reach 1,500. We believe 
the US market will become a 
major engine for our business 
growth”.

In the North American market 
alone, the company’s revenue 
increased by 70 percent year-on- 
year in the second quarter of the fis

structural components 
weighs nearly 179,000 tons.

One of the largest energy invest
ment projects in Canada, LNG 
Canada is die world’s first inte
grated constructed LNG plant con
structed by China. It is designed 
with four production lines. The 
first phase of die project includes 
two production lines, the State- 
owned Assets Supervision and 
Administration Commission of 
the State Council said.

An analyst said when put into 
operation, die project will supply 
high-quality LNG to Asia and help 
diversify China’s natural gas 
import channels.

China has seen continuous 
upstream investment and produc
tion commitment in recent years 
and the Qingdao facility is proof 
that China has the capacity to 

Modules built by CNOOC for an LNG Canada project are loaded on a vessel berthed in Qingdao, Shandong province, on Tuesday, zhang 
JINGANG / FOR CHINA DAILY

financial results for the second 
quarter of the fiscal year 2023, the 
company’s revenue in the overseas 
market reached 990 million yuan 
($142.04 million), accounting for 
40 percent of its total revenue, 
marking a record high in the past 
13 quarters.

By die end of 2022, Miniso had 
opened 5,440 oudets globally, of 
which over 2,115 are based overseas, 
according to the company.

“The positive trend in overseas 
markets has boosted our confi
dence to actively expand our busi
ness in the post-COVID period,” Ye 
said.

The company’s overseas outlets 
expanded rapidly in 2022, with 
more being established in the com

clear their inventory and have 
actively expanded our online chan
nels,” Ye said.

Additionally, the company 
plans to establish four design cen
ters in China, the US, Japan and 
South Korea, to provide more pro
fessional solutions to different 
markets.

“Relying on the leading advan
tage of China’s supply chain, we 
will integrate more than 1,100 high- 
quality supply chain enterprises 
and incorporate with the world’s 
top consumption trend insight 
institutions to develop more best
selling goods with IP designs,” Ye 
said.

Citing the global consumer sector, 
including the retail, catering, tour
ism and movie segments, which 
were severely hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic in the past three years, Ye 
said the establishment of more off

build and assemble a world-class 
advanced LNG modular plant, 
said Li Ziyue, an analyst with 
BloombergNEF.

The company delivered the 
118-meter tall floating produc
tion, storage and offloading 
(FPSO) facility called the Pen
guin, an offshore oil and gas pro
cessing plant, in December, 
which is the heaviest cylinder
shaped FPSO unit built in China 
to date, with a storage capacity of 
400,000 barrels.

Since 2010, the company has 
completed several international 
large-scale LNG modular construc
tion projects such as Gorgon and 
Ichthys LNG projects in Australia 
and delivered core modules for the 
Yamal LNG project, the world’s first 
polar LNG plant, in August 2017, it 
said.

protect their property rights and 
interests are of significance.

In addition, Zhang said private 
businesses must sharpen their 
competitive edge to better embrace 
both global growth and competi
tion.

“The key to improving private 
business’ competitiveness is to 
boost innovation, particularly the 
digital transformation of private 
firms.

“As new industries keep emerg
ing, the digitalization of businesses 
has become an unstoppable trend. 
Such a transition should be acceler
ated wholeheartedly and as early as 
possible to generate earlier benefits 
for themselves,” Zhang said.

“In addition, it is important for 
smaller businesses to plan for digi
talization in light of their condi
tions and gain from the initiative of 
digitalization.”

Employees arrange coal at a facility in Nantong, Jiangsu province, in 
January. Coal consumption accounts for 56.2 percent in China's 
total energy consumption last year, according to the National 
Bureau of Statistics, xu congjun / for china daily

China National Offshore Oil 
Corp, the nation’s top offshore oil 
and gas driller, has delivered its 
last two modules constructed in 
Qingdao, East China’s Shandong 
province, and built for Shell-led 
LNG Canada, which marks the 
completion of the project of 35 
process modules, the company 
said.

CNOOC attributed the comple
tion of the process modules to the 
use of integrated construction solu
tions, which is a rare case globally. 
The modules will be shipped to the 
project site in British Columbia, 
Canada, for on-site installation, it 
said.

The success of the construction 
illustrates that the country’s tech
nical capability in integrated joint

By ZHENG XIN 
zhengxin @chinada ily.com an

China’s private sector is expected 
to see prosperous growth this year 
on the back of supportive policies 
and improvement of the overall 
business environment, a political 
advisor said.

Zhang Junkuo, former deputy 
director of the Development 
Research Center of the State 
Council, the nation’s Cabinet, 
and a member of the 14th Nation
al Committee of the Chinese Peo
ple’s Political Consultative 
Conference, made the remarks 
amid the ongoing annual two 
sessions in Beijing.

Despite the impacts of internal 
and external uncertainties and 
the challenges brought by the 
COVID-19 pandemic to small and 
medium-sized enterprises, the

By ZHANG YUE
zhangyue@chinadailyxom.cn
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country’s private firms still deliv
ered a stable recovery. The recov
ery will further continue thanks 
to a host of supportive policies tai
lor-made for the private sector, 
Zhang said.

China will surely achieve an 
annual growth rate of above 5 per
cent this year, Zhang said.

One key point for China to 
achieve solid growth is to continue 
optimizing the country’s business 
environment to make China more 
competitive and attractive as an 
investment destination.

During the two sessions, the 
country’s top leadership vowed 
unwavering support for the pri
vate sector, pledging steps to 
bolster the confidence of busi
nesses and entrepreneurs, 
reduce their burdens and pro
mote their healthy and high- 
quality growth.

£
The key to improving 
private business’
competitiveness is to 
boost innovation, 
particularly 
the digital 
transformation of 
private firms.” 
Zhang Junkuo, a member of 
the 14th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference

construction of a supersized liqui
fied natural gas modular plant 
ranks tops in the world, it said.

Each module is 37 meters tall 
and weighs 5,465 metric tons. It is 
mainly responsible for the pre
treatment of raw material gas, 
said the company.

According to CNOOC, the first 
phase of the project includes 
building two liquefaction trains 
with a capacity of 14 million tons 
per year. When completed and 
put into operation, it will supply 
high-quality clean energy to 
Asia.

Zhuang Hongchang, the 
project manager with CNOOC, 
said the company is responsible 
for building 35 process modules 
for the project, including 19 core 
modules. The project is com
posed of more than 770,000

nJ
China will continue promoting 

the clean and efficient use of coal 
while boosting relevant techno
logical research and development 
in order to ensure sufficient ener
gy supplies amid the country’s 
green transition, said industry 
experts.

The nation needs to work on 
accelerating the transformation of 
coal power generation and devel
oping relevant technologies that 
will promote its clean and efficient 
use so as to ensure energy security 
and achieve green development, 
said Song Hailiang, chairman of 
China Energy Engineering Group 
Co Ltd.

With the share of new energy in 
the power generation sector 
increasing rapidly over die past few 
years, coal will nevertheless play a 
bigger role as an emergency backup 
power supply rather than a basic 
support power supply, as die coun
try vows to peak carbon emissions 
by 2030 and achieve carbon neutral
ity by 2060, said Song, who is also a 
member of the 14th National Com
mittee of the Chinese People’s Politi
cal Consultative Conference.

He suggested innovations of rele
vant design standards and pricing 
mechanisms for coal power, togeth
er with advancing technological 
research and development.

The government vows to continue 
strengthening the basic supporting 
role of coal and take orderly steps to 
increase advanced coal production, 
while working faster to develop new 
energy systems to support die coun
try’s green transition.

Coal has continued to play its role as 
a primary energy source in China over 
the pastyear and advanced coal capac
ity has been added to further support 
power generation and heating supply 
enterprises so as to ensure reliable 
energy supplies, according to the Gov
ernment Work Report delivered at the 
first session of the 14th National Peo
ple’s Congress on Sunday.

The past five years have seen

China’s ultra-low emissions coal- 
fired power capacity exceed 1,050 
gigawatts, it said.

Preliminary estimates by die 
National Bureau of Statistics show 
China’s total energy consumption in 
2022 amounted to 5.41 billion met
ric tons of standard coal equivalent, 
of which, coal consumption 
accounted for 56.2 percent.

Clean energy consumption, such 
as natural gas, hydroelectric, nucle
ar, wind and solar power, accounted 
for 25.9 percent — up 0.4 percentage 
point from die year before, it said.

An analyst said that instead of ban
ning coal outright, China needs to 
work on developing relevant technolo
gies that will promote its clean and 
efficient use to ensure energy security 
and achieve green development.

Luo Zuoxian, head of intelligence 
and research at the Sinopec Eco
nomics and Development Research 
Institute, said China — as the 
world’s second-largest economy — 
has been boosting the use of natural 
gas and renewable energy in recent 
years to lower carbon emissions. 
However, tensions between Russia 
and Ukraine have highlighted the 
importance of energy security.

“For China, coal as a primary 
energy source will ensure secure 
energy supplies. Carbon peaking 
and carbon neutrality are not 
incompatible with energy security 
and die transformation of coal, 
together witii other technologies 
including carbon capture and stor
age, will further facilitate the green 
transition,” Luo said.

The reliance on coal is temporary as 
emerging forms of green generation 
have not been able to cover all the 
demand growth, but the trend is cer
tain tiiat coal consumption will start 
to decrease year-on-year, he said.

Song said that China has been 
optimizing its coal power structure 
while eliminating outdated produc
tion capacity in recent years. Coal 
remains an important part of Chi
na’s economy and will play an irre
placeable role in achieving power 
peak regulation and ensuring die 
safe and reliable supply of energy.

cal year, which referred to the peri
od from October to December, 
according to the company.

“We are determined to become a 
top brand in the international mar
ket by creating more innovative 
products, although the global con
sumer market faced unprecedented 
challenges in the past three years,” 
Ye said.

The company will continue to 
work closely with the world’s top 
IPs such as Disney to develop more 
attractive, innovative products 
that are easy to be used, according 
to Ye.

The company, which 
announced its listing on the NYSE 
in October 2020, has adopted a 
more positive strategy and con
trolled the expansion rate over
seas, he added.

“We also took various measures to 
actively help our distributors to 

Experts call for more relevant research, 
innovation to serve green transformation
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OZAWA: With the significant optimi
zation in China’s COVID-19 policies in 
2023, the Chinese economy is expected 
to rebound with great resilience. Canon 
has confidence in and looks forward to 
China’s economic development this year. 
At the same time, we are aware that we 
are still in a world full of volatility, uncer
tainty, complexity and ambiguity. There
fore, Canon will make all-out efforts to 
broaden sources of revenue and reduce 
expenditure. We will not only seize every 
business opportunity to gain profits, but 
also review our management costs.

BRINDLE: 2022 was a challenge on 
many fronts and I am optimistic that we 
will see a strong turnaround in 2023. 
The optimization of China’s COVID-19 
policies should help stabilize and 
strengthen the economy. In recent years, 
Novartis has seen strong performance in 
China, both in terms of drug approvals 
and business growth, and this year is off 
to an auspicious start. Just a few days 
before Chinese New Year, 14 Novartis 
medicines and indications were includ
ed in the national drag reimbursement 
list and our major breast cancer drag 
received regulatory approval.

HOU: Microsoft has been optimistic 
about the growth potential of China for 
more than 30 years and this belief 
remains unwavering. There is a lot of 
digital transfonnation work left to do, 
helping enterprises upgrade and digital
ize their operations. This is especially 
critical in key industries such as manu
facturing, healthcare, automotive and 
retail, which are our focus for 2023, 
where deep industry expertise makes all 
the difference for our customers’ suc
cess. Meanwhile, Microsoft 365, which is 
our communication, collaboration and 
intelligent productivity' platform built 
around Teams, is increasingly serving as 
an “organizational digital hub” in a 
growing number of businesses.

CHENG: After a challenging 2022, the 
stars are aligning for a much better 2023 
for China. This year, just as the US and 
European economies slow, the world 
will benefit from a rebounding China. 
Adding to the momentum is a strong 
pro-growth shift in economic policy by 
the new leadership team. At the annual 
Central Economic Work Conference in 
December, policymakers pledged to 
revive domestic demand and support 
the private sector, a marked shift from 
recent years. Efforts are also gathering 
pace to aid the beleaguered housing 
market that contributes one-quarter of 
China’s GDP. Scrapping quarantine 
measures for international travelers may 
rekindle foreign investors’ enthusiasm. 
All this has prompted DBS Group to 
revise its full-year GDP forecast for Chi
na in 2023 to 5.5 percent from 4 percent.

HUNG: Amid global uncertainties, we 
expect China to become a major driver 
and stabilizer of global economic recov
ery with robust and quality growth. We 
maintain our 2023 China growth fore
cast at 5.8 percent with consumption 
being the key' driver.

As an international bank deeply root
ed in China for 165 years, Standard 
Chartered Bank has a long-term and 
steadfast commitment to China. The 
bank has been growing steadily along
side China’s continuous development. 
We’re accelerating in seizing China 
opportunities with the ambition to dou
ble its profit contribution to the group 
by 2024, compared with 2021. 

We will also continue to invest in the 
Greater Bay Area — a key strategic focus 
for the bank — to support the dynamic 
and fast-growing opportunities includ
ing the new economy sectors in GBA.

OZAWA: With the continuous 
upgrades in China’s industries and con
sumption, there is a surging demand for 
overseas high-end manufacturing and 
high-tech services. Metaverse, 5G, cloud 
computing, big data and artificial intelli
gence could be combined with the tradi
tional imaging, medical and 
semiconductor industries to create new 
demand. Against such a backdrop, Can
on will continue to expand and deepen 
its industrial cooperation with its Chi
nese partners.

HOU: At the highest level, Microsoft 
believes that the digital economy will 
regain traction in China and accelerate 
again, becoming a primary force driving 
the country’s development. The market 
environment is shifting in favor of sus
tainability and digital transformation of 
entire industries, which companies such 
as Microsoft can help advance with 
proven technology solutions and global 
experience, coupled with vast local and 
global resources.

We aim to mobilize Microsoft’s collab
orative industry, academia and R&D 
capabilities — both in China and around 
the world — to turn new research discov
eries into products and solutions that 
contribute to driving the digital e- 
conomy.

HUNG: We see several structural 
trends in China over the next few years, 
including the acceleration of global 
assets shifting toward renminbi assets, 
shifts in supply chain flows, continued 
strong growth in wealth creation and 
the need for offshore diversification, and 
further domestic and offshore growth of 
Chinese corporates.

With our unique network strength, 
local expertise and innovation capabili
ties, we’re committed to bridging and 
accelerating domestic and international 
circulation for China, in areas such as 
RMB internationalization, die Belt and 
Road Initiative, GBA, the Yangtze River 
Delta region, capital market opening, 
cross-border trade, sustainable finance, 
small and medium-sized enterprises and 
wealth management.

OZAWA: The Chinese economy is very 
resilient and China is the most important 
market for Canon. Canon is confident in 
the Chinese market and we have set the 
goal of making Canon China No 1 in terms 
of sales within the whole group by 2035. 
We also believe that the government can 
create a better business environment for 
foreign companies, where we will naturally 
establish a more comprehensive supply 
chain from R&D to production and sales in 
China, and make more investments here.

BRINDLE: China’s leaders have made it 
clear that the door to the outside will only 
open wider, and continue to advance poli
cies that support and validate this positive 
direction. With a transparent and predict
able business and policy environment, it 
will entice many multinational companies 
to formulate long-term investment and 
development strategies in China. The 
pharmaceutical industry relies on innova
tion and the Chinese government is build
ing a pro-innovation environment, 
including strengthened intellectual prop
erty rights protection. This ultimately 
rewards innovation and encourages 
Novartis to bring more innovative 
medicines to the China market.

HOU: We are encouraged to see that, 
despite the pandemic, China remains 
focused on providing exceptional opportu
nities in the digital economy. With this, 
multinational companies are once again 
evaluating opportunities to invest in and 
start businesses in China. Last year, in 
honor of Microsoft’s 30th anniversary in 
China, we unveiled several cutting-edge 
initiatives to accelerate the development of 
our local ecosystem partners. From sus
tainable business plans to environmental 
sustainability in both customer solutions 
and partner operations, these initiatives 
aim to help China meet its ambitious sus
tainability goals while also further energi
zing the China market through innovation 
in a space with growing and urgent global 
demand.

CHENG: DBS has been deeply involved 
in the opening-up of China’s financial mar
kets. One of the most recent results is the 
opening of DBS Securities in 2021. With 
the continuous expansion of DBS’ onshore 
business platforms, DBS Group is dedicat
ed to providing more comprehensive 
financial services to our Chinese custom
ers. DBS will continue to actively support 
Chinese enterprises to go global, especially 
in response to the Belt and Road Initiative 
and the Regional Comprehensive Econom
ic Partnership, supporting them in infra
structure construction and project 
financing in related markets as well as 
facilitating them to set up headquarters in 
Singapore to further expand their business 
network to Southeast Asia.

CHENG: As the economic and trade 
relations between China and the Associ
ation of Southeast Asian Nations contin
ue to deepen and expand, it is expected 
that more Chinese enterprises will be 
able to venture abroad and embrace a 
larger market. We hope that the digital 
RMB will have the opportunity to go off
shore. DBS is already the largest off
shore RMB dealer in Singapore, as well 
as an active offshore RMB dealer in 
Hong Kong, and we hope to facilitate 
the use of RMB as a trade currency in 
the international market. In addition, 
we are exploring opportunities for digi
tal RMB to go abroad, such as to Singa
pore, and to find good scenarios to 
implement.

BRINDLE: Novartis has been a bene
ficiary of China’s reform and opening- 
up. We’ve received about 90 new drag 
approvals since 1987, with nearly half 
taking place after 2017, thanks to a fun
damental overhaul in the drug review 
and approval process. China’s forward- 
looking experimentation with bold pilot 
programs in the Boao Lecheng Interna
tional Medical Tourism Pilot Zone in 
Hainan and the Guangdong-Hong Kong- 
Macao Greater Bay Area is allowing 
innovative drags to be used in designat
ed hospitals prior to nationwide approv
als. So far, we’ve brought six drugs to 
Boao Lecheng and five to the GBA.

HUNG: Standard Chartered is an 
active participant and beneficiary of 
China’s reform and opening-up. We 
highly appreciate and actively support 
China’s relevant policies and measures 
in the fields of opening-up, common 
prosperity, innovation and green trans
formation. Our China-related business 
is a significant contributor to the overall 
group.

In 2022, we achieved double-digit 
income growth in China, both onshore 
and offshore, up 10 percent and 21 per
cent, respectively. We look forward to 
leveraging more financial opening-up 
measures to offer more innovative and 
high-quality' solutions to support our cli
ents in, from and into China.

OZAWA: China is a country with a 
large population and great economic 
development, and the Chinese market is 
one of the most important markets for 
Canon. Therefore, Canon China has set 
the goal and vision to become No 1 in 
terms of sales within the whole group by 
2035. To achieve this goal, we will strive 
to develop more new businesses, for 
example, the metaverse, mixed reality, 
virtual reality, smart office and lives- 
treaming solutions. We will take the 
lead in innovation to develop more busi
nesses suitable for the Chinese market.

BRINDLE: I believe quality health
care underpins China’s ambitious aims 
for development. China is likely to con
tinue to increase healthcare spending 
and support expanding access to inno
vative and high-quality medicines. Our 
strategy strongly aligns with this 
national agenda. We are committed to 
delivering high-value medicines, driving 
innovation, expanding access to health
care and building trust in China. We will 
continue to accelerate our pace of bring
ing more cutting-edge treatments to 
benefit more patients. We anticipate 
that China will be Novartis’s second- 
largest market by 2024 and central to 
our global growth strategy for the next 
10 years.

HOU: The digital economy is expect
ed to continue to play an important role 
in China’s high-quality development. To 
seize the opportunities of the digital 
economy, enterprises must continuous
ly transform their digital capabilities, 
empower their people, and innovate 
new products and business models to 
succeed in a fiercely competitive envi
ronment. They must create their own 
“organizational digital hubs” to build 
digital command systems for integrated 
management and to improve productiv
ity. The demand for digital talent will 
necessarily grow and Microsoft will 
continue to build platforms and pro
grams to support and cultivate digital 
talent to serve this need. We will also 
continue to integrate and promote 
innovation from Chinese companies 
working with Microsoft.

CHENG: China is one of the largest 
green finance markets in the world and 
the authorities have made substantive 
progress to classify green activities and 
develop a clear investment disclosure 
process. In November, the Monetary 
Authority of Singapore and the People’s 
Bank of China announced the establish
ment of the China-Singapore Green 
Finance Working Group to deepen bilat
eral green finance cooperation. DBS will 
leverage its strengths to forge deeper 
cooperation with Chinese financial 
institutions to explore areas such as the 
definition and standards of green and 
transformational finance, and actively 
promote the implementation of con
crete projects to help further deepen the 
China-Singapore green collaboration.

HUNG: Innovation, decarbonization 
and common prosperity rank high on 
China’s agenda and we anticipate Chi
na’s high-quality development will drive 
future global economic growth.

China is one of the most important 
strategic markets for Standard Char
tered. With comprehensive licenses and 
outlets across nearly 30 cities in China, 
the bank is well-placed and very keen to 
continuously promote and contribute to 
China’s high-quality development and 
prosperity.

We focus on three important areas — 
accelerating green transition, lifting 
participation and resetting globaliza
tion, which is consistent with China’s 
national priorities and commitment.

BRINDLE: We see an unmet and 
pent-up demand for innovative medici
nes in China, especially in therapeutic 
areas like immunology and treatments 
for breast cancer and cardiovascular dis
ease. For instance, China accounts for 
nearly one-fourth of new cancer cases 
globally, with nearly 420,000 breast can
cer diagnoses annually. We are prioritiz
ing innovative medicines to address 
these needs and bringing them to China 
as fast as we can.

By 2024, we expect more than 90 per
cent of our clinical development pro
grams in China will be carried out 
simultaneously with our global time
lines. We expect to submit 50 new drag 
applications in China within five years.

OZAWA: The year 2023 marks the 
45th anniversary of the reform and 
opening-up policy, as well as the 45 th 
anniversary of the China-Japan Treaty of 
Peace and Friendship. As one of the first 
batches of foreign enterprises to enter 
the Chinese market, Canon has wit
nessed the whole process of reform and 
opening-up and benefited greatly from 
the exploration of various business mod
els. Having held the position of chair
man of Canon China for 18 years, I can 
say that I have personally experienced 
the process of reform and opening-up to 
a higher level of openness and my expe
rience is rare even among foreign com
panies. Therefore, personally, it is hugely 
rewarding for me to have my career cen
tered in China.

HUNG: We are optimistic that China 
will continue to deepen its reform and 
opening-up at an accelerated pace, sup
porting the opportunities for which we 
have been positioned for the past decade. 

We are very pleased to receive approval 
from the China Securities Regulatory 
Commission in January to set up a securi
ties firm in Beijing, which will further 
enhance Standard Chartered’s position in 
China’s onshore capital markets. 

Seizing China opportunities is a strate
gic priority for Standard Chartered. We 
have committed a $300m investment in 
2022-24 into China-related businesses and 
capabilities. The investment is well on 
track to cover areas including digitaliza
tion, branch and networks, risk manage
ment and compliance, and key business 
capabilities such as RMB internationaliza
tion and wealth management.

HOU: Microsoft has had the privilege 
of witnessing and experiencing China’s 
economic prosperity through the reform 
and opening-up period as one of the ear
ly multinational companies investing in 
a permanent presence here. We consider 
ourselves extremely fortunate to have 
the opportunity to contribute to the 
nation’s prosperity. We have resources 
on the ground to engage locally, and 
global platforms and technologies to 
offer the best options for customers 
operating in China, thanks to early 
investment and the enduring welcome 
we receive from the China market. Mov
ing forward, we will continue to help 
multinational companies expand their 
business and operations in China and 
help Chinese companies expand their 
international opportunities.

CHENG: The Greater Bay Area initia
tive remains an important part of DBS’ 
strategy and 2023 will also mark the fifth 
year of implementation of DBS Bank’s 
“GBA strategy” We are confident and 
thrilled that there will be more opportu
nities and room for growth for DBS 
Bank in the GBA, especially since the 
border reopening.

DBS is also very interested in the 
development of digital RMB and looks 
forward to opportunities for digital 
RMB to “go abroad” DBS is actively 
seeking suitable digital RMB landing 
scenarios in the Singapore market and 
is in discussions with the Monetary 
Authority of Singapore and relevant 
authorities in China to pioneer in this 
area.

Editor’s Note: During the two sessions, the annual sittings of China’s top legislature and political advisory body, which are being 
held from March 4 to 13, China Daily is publishing interviews with executives of major foreign enterprises operating in the 

country. Their views below give a glimpse of both their outlooks for the Chinese economy and their business plans for this year.

Which business segment(s) of 

your company do you expect to 
see high growth in China this year? 
What are the new trends and 

interesting business opportunities in 

the Chinese market that your 

company might be keen to tap? 
How will you align your business 

strategies with such trends?

China's top policymakers have 

pledged greater efforts to attract 
foreign capital, widen market access, 
promote further opening-up of 

modern service industries and 

ensure a level playing field for both 

domestic and foreign companies. In 
this context, what measures do you 

expect this year? Will you draw up 
new plans for investment, hiring and 

business expansion in China?

This year marks the 45th 

anniversary of China's 
famed reform and opening-up 
policy. In this context, in which 

areas do you expect more 

progress? How is your business 

likely to benefit?

As China continues to pursue 

high-quality development 
along a Chinese path to moderni
zation, what is your vision for your 

company's business in the 

country? What business opportu

nities do you foresee emerging as 
part of this process?

Given the backdrop of a 

feared global economic 
recession, threats to global supply 
chains and the deep impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, what's your 

outlook for China’s economy and 

your company's operations in 
China in 2023?

Dan Brindle
president of Novartis Group (China)

Benjamin Hung
CEO for Asia of Standard Chartered 

Bank

Hideki Ozawa
president and CEO of Canon China

Hou Yang
corporate vice-president, chairman

and CEO of Microsoft Greater China

Ginger Cheng
CEO of DBS China
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Republic of Korea’s Foreign Min
ister Park Jin announced at a press 
conference on Monday a plan to 
resolve the issue of wartime forced 
labor with Japan, saying the Foun
dation for Victims of Forced Mobili
zation, affiliated with the ROK’s 
interior ministry, will pay damages 
and interest on arrears to the plain
tiffs who won three lawsuits in the 
Supreme Court in 2018. 

The compensation will be 
financed through voluntary dona
tions from the private sector, rather 
than direct payment by responsible 
Japanese companies. Given that the 
dispute over compensation for 
forced laborers and “comfort wom
en” during World War II have long 
plagued ROK-Japan ties, the ROK 
no longer seeking compensation 
from Japanese companies marks a 
significant shift in its foreign policy. 

Japan has paid no real price on 
the forced labor issue, and has also

not hesitated to whitewash its 
shameful past. In 2015, it declared 
seven facilities related to forced 
labor “world cultural heritages” 
ROK President Yoon Suk-yeol’s plan 
is the first time a government in the 
ROK is making a concession, and a 
huge one at that.

In fact, at a ceremony in Seoul on 
March 1, to commemorate the 
104th anniversary of the March 1 
Independence Movement, Yoon 
indicated he was eager to make 
peace with Japan, saying that the 
“shameful and sad history” should 
not be forgotten, but a century after 
the March 1 Movement, Japan has 
transformed from a military 
aggressor to a partner that shares 
universal values with the ROK and 
works together on economic securi
ty and global issues.

In exchange for the deal, the ROK 
hopes Japan will lift export restric
tions on key semiconductor materi-

of power and interests. It will have 
immediate positive effects if suc
cessfully implemented.

The reform of the Party and state 
institutions is to advance the mod
ernization of the Chinese system. 
The latest round of institutional 
reform is a very important part of 
China’s institutional moderniza
tion, which aims to serve the well
being of the people.

China’s system modernization is 
not the Westernization of the sys
tem, in the direction of the Western 
“separation of powers” but a pro
cess to better’ coordinate the deci
sion-making power, executive 
power and supervision power. 

Such a system has its advantages. 
It focuses on achieving coordina
tion among different powers, par
ties and fields. When people think 
of modernization, they usually 
think of the positive changes it

ccording to a report published by Zeit 
Online on Monday, the German govern
ment is planning to forbid the use of 
.components from Huawei and ZTE in 

parts of the country’s 5G networks.
The report cited anonymous government sour

ces as saying that the ban could include compo
nents already built into the networks, requiring 
operators to remove and replace them. The Chinese 
embassy in Germany said that, should the report be 
true, it is “very puzzled and strongly dissatisfied” 
with the decision, for which there is no basis.

But with the German government carrying out a 
broad re-evaluation of its relationship with China 
in the wake of the Russia-Ukraine conflict and con
cerns about dependency, Germany seems to be 
throwing its gloves into the ring with the United 
States, even though that would probably ruin its 
relationship with its leading trade partner.

The US government has forbidden its own compa
nies from using components and technologies from 
the two Chinese telecommunications companies 
and has been pressuring its allies to do the same.

AGerman interior ministry spokesperson on Tues
day confirmed that the German government was car
rying out a general review of telecom tech suppliers, 
but denied it was aimed at specific companies. But if 
Germany were to follow the US lead on Huawei and 
ZTE, it would mean Germany sacrificing its own 
interests for those of the US. Germany would pay a 
high price should it submit to US pressure to ban

Huawei and ZTE. A report by Danish company 
Strand Consult points out that “restrictions on Hua
wei introduced now would potentially cost hundreds 
of millions of euros” for German operators.

German telecom operator Deutsche Telekom, 
for example, has significant sunk costs as it is cur
rently Huawei’s largest customer in Europe.

And it would not be just its telecommunications 
companies that would suffer if Germany acquies
ces to the US’ coercion, since those urging a ban on 
Huawei and ZTE in the US, Germany and else
where, are actually issuing an “either China or us” 
test. That would undoubtedly be highly damaging 
as Germany having given an inch would then be 
asked for a yard. If it bows to the US’ will on Hua
wei and ZTE, Germany would undoubtedly face 
pressure to join the US’ broader campaign to 
decouple China from the global economy.

In May 2021, the European Institute for Asian 
Studies published an op-ed article carrying the 
headline “My way or Huawei?” which pointed out 
that Germany “has an especially strong trading 
relationship with China relative to the majority of 
EU Member States” and it was trying to take a non
political approach to economic and trade relations 
with China despite the political pressure being 
applied by the US.

Germany’s way and Huawei are not incompatible. 
The choice is not between the US and China, but 
rather between being an obedient follower of the US 
and standing independently between the two.

ustralian Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese said at a business forum in 
Sydney on Tuesday that Australia 
wanted “greater diversity in who we 

trade with, and greater variety in what we trade, 
meaning our economy is more resilient and more 
secure”

He said that before leading a business delega
tion to India for a four-day visit starting from 
Wednesday.

Those who took that remark as a message of the 
Albanese government to Beijing that it is easing 
Australia’s reliance on China in trade are reading 
too much into it

They should not ignore the fact that the Austra
lian leader also stressed at the forum that, despite 
the differences between China and Australia, his 
government will continue to take part in engage
ment with China in a constructive and mature 
manner, because it serves the common interests of 
the two countries, as well as regional stability and 
security.

China on its part welcomes countries strength
ening their economic and trade cooperation as 
long as it follows market laws and does not target 
any third party, as that contributes to promoting 
shared development and the stability of global 
supply chains.

The pragmatism and strategic autonomy the 
Albanese government has demonstrated in its 
diplomatic and trade policies — so has New Del
hi in that regard to some extent — is more than

to bear arms”. One can be sure that 
the struggle for stricter gun control 
in the United States is going to be a 
long one.

In reports on the issue, almost all 
US media outlets mentioned that 
the judge was a Democrat and the 
governor Republican. However, the 
debate on gun control in the US 
should not be reduced to being one 
between Republicans and Demo
crats. Rather, it is a struggle 
between two philosophies, one dat
ing back to the age of cowboys and 
the other tied to modern values that 
every life is precious and should be 
cherished.

It is also a struggle between two 
groups, one being the military-in-

welcome. It serves not only Australian interests 
but also sets a good example for other countries 
on upholding multilateralism, if not the possibil
ity of maintaining constructive relations with 
both the United States and China at the same 
time.

With their economic and trade cooperation 
recovering fast and bilateral institutional dia
logue and consultation on diplomacy, economy 
and trade resuming at various levels, China and 
Australia should continue to respect each oth
er’s core interests and major concerns, cherish 
and maintain the momentum of improvement 
in bilateral relations, as Foreign Minister Qin 
Gang emphasized during his meeting with his 
Australian counterpart on the sidelines of the 
G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi 
last week.

In spite of the dire consequences his predeces
sor’s blind following of the US’ strategy to contain 
China had on Sino-Australian trade, China 
remains the largest market of Australia, account
ing for about 40 percent of its exports, mainly min
erals, energy and agricultural produce.

The economic, trade and investment coopera
tion between Australia and China is mutually ben
eficial, and Australia should maintain a fair, just 
and non-discriminatory business environment 
for Chinese enterprises to invest and do business 
in the country so as to better tap into the comple
mentarity and potential in economy and trade 
cooperation with China.

olar panels imported from China that have 
been stuck at the US border for months due 
to a ban imposed by Washington last year 
targeting the country for alleged human

rights violations are now starting to make it 
through customs.

For example, Hina Solar, a major Chinese produc
er, has had more than 900 megawatts of its solar pan
els cleared by US customs over the past four months, 
enough to power more than 150,000 homes.

This is alleviating the gridlock in the US market 
that was a result of the US’ “Uyghur Forced Labor 
Protection Act” which went into effect in June last 
year. The act effectively prohibits imports of prod
ucts made in the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region on the grounds that they are allegedly made 
with “forced labor” It requires importers to pro
vide sourcing documentation back to the raw 
materials to prove otherwise for the goods to be 
cleared to enter the US. US Customs and Border 
Protection had reportedly seized more than 1,000 
shipments of solar energy equipment from China 
under the new law as of October.

The US act, based on lies by anti-China forces, 
aims to create trouble on Xinjiang-related issues in 
a bid to contain China’s development through 
political manipulation and economic bullying in 
the name of “human rights”. The claims of “forced 
labor” have been firmly rebutted by the Chinese 
government, which has also accused the US of

US District Judge Brian Wimes in 
Jefferson City, Missouri, has report
edly ruled the state’s Second 
Amendment Preservation Act 
“unconstitutional” saying it violates 
the US Constitution’s Supremacy 
Clause. Governor Mike Parson had 
signed SAPA - which calls some fed
eral gun laws “unconstitutional” 
because they infringe upon individ
uals’ rights to carry arms - into law 
in 2021.

The ruling of Justice Wimes has 
given the law another turn, but 
nobody knows whether there will 
be more turns, as Missouri Attorney 
General Andrew Bailey has prom
ised in a statement about “defend
ing Missourians’ fundamental right

trampling on market rules and disrupting global 
industry and supply chains with the act.

Like a double-edged sword, the ban, while greatly 
hurting the interests of Chinese solar panel manufac
turers, has also affected many US businesses in the 
clean energy sector given the highly complementary 
and interconnected nature of the two economies.

Xinjiang now accounts for about 45 percent of 
the world’s supply of polysilicon, a material that is 
widely used in solar panels, and the ban on imports 
from the region has also hiked solar panel costs and 
delayed green infrastructure projects in the US, 
which may pose a threat to the Joe Biden adminis
tration’s clean energy ambition of generating more 
than 40 percent of energy through solar by 2035.

The recent thaw in Chinese shipments is thus 
more like an expediency of Washington to ease 
domestic woes than a policy change toward China, 
yet it in a way also reflects how a cooperative rath
er than confrontational approach can best serve 
the interests of both.

History proves that China-US relations are not a 
zero-sum game where one side thrives at the 
expense of the other, as some politicians in the US 
perceive them to be. Apart from green energy and 
climate change, there are many other sectors where 
China and the US can develop and prosper together. 
Hopefully, the US will recognize that sooner rather 
than later, and that understanding can help guide 
the development of bilateral ties in the future.
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The Party and State institutional 
reform plan that was proposed to 
the country’s top legislature during 
its ongoing annual gathering in 
Beijing on Tuesday afternoon her
alds a new round of institutional 
restructuring of the central author
ities.

The purpose of the reform is to 
adapt to the needs of building a 
new development pattern and pro
moting high-quality development, 
and strengthening the optimization 
and adjustment of the responsibili
ties of institutions in key areas such 
as science and technology, financial 
regulation, data management, rural 
vitalization, intellectual property 
rights and work related to the aged. 

There is no doubt about the 
importance of the institutional 
reform. It is the “hard bone” of 
reform that lias to be gnawed, as it 
directly touches on the distribution

Pragmatism and strategic autonomy 
good for Australia and regional interests

dustrial complex backed by huge 
interest groups, and the other 
being hundreds of millions of US 
citizens who hope to remain safe, 
and those around the world who 
care about lives in the US and else
where.

The struggle will be long, as 
those with vested interests are 
powerful people holding key posi
tions in Capitol Hill, in powerful 
agencies and also in media outlets. 
However, every step forward in 
the fight for strict gun control 
should be cherished and the Mis
souri case is surely a small victory 
that will lead to bigger ones in the 
future.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

brings, but in feet, modernization 
can also produce a destructive force 
on society if in the process the old 
system is destroyed and the new 
system cannot be established. This 
reform is thus a very important 
part of exploring the Chinese path 
to modernization.

Specifically, the institutional 
reform this time is to better handle 
the relationship between the gov
ernment and the market, and the 
relationship between the Party and 
the government and society. The 
authorities should serve society 
and regulate the market effectively, 
so one of the key points of the 
reform is to prevent power holders 
from being disconnected from the 
people, and prevent their economic 
policies and regulations from 
infringing on the interests of busi
ness entities.

- 21 ST CENTURY BUSINESS HERALD
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als, which will help the country’s 
semiconductor industry recover 
and boost its export trade. The pro
posal could increase possibilities of 
the ROK and Japan strengthening 
cooperation in military and other 
fields, something the United States 
would like to see, but it is bound to 
increase instability within the ROK. 
The main opposition Democratic 
Party denounced the plan as “sub
missive diplomacy” and many ROK 
groups also rejected the plan, with 
some activists even comparing it to 
Japan’s annexation of Korea in 
1910.

The ROK made significant con
cessions during the negotiation of 
the ROK-Japan Claims Agreement 
of 1965, but relations between the 
two countries remained tense. It 
lies to be seen whether the ROK’s 
latest concession can make it a 
partner of Japan.

J
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nnovation and technology have the 
potential to empower women and 
girls and help realize their sexual and 
reproductive health and rights.

Mobile phones and the internet are part of 
daily life for many people in the Asia-Pacif
ic region, and women and girls are increas
ingly using digital platforms to share and 
access information on sexual and repro
ductive health, including menstrual 
health, family planning, and comprehen
sive sexuality education. Civil society orga
nizations in the region are also actively 
promoting their campaigns online, chal
lenging traditional nonns around gender 
and sexuality, and using the power of 
social media to reach further and farther. 

The importance of digital innovation 
and technology is ever more paramount in 
the age of complex global mega crises, 
such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
climate crisis, which have exacerbated 
existing inequalities. Disasters such as 
typhoons, floods and droughts are increas
ing in frequency and intensity in many 
parts of the Asia-Pacific region, with devas
tating implications on sexual and repro
ductive health. Such crises disrupt access 
to essential and life-saving health services, 
including maternal health care, and 
increase vulnerability to gender-based vio
lence as women and girls become dis
placed.

COVID-19 has also adversely affected 
essential health services, including sexual 
and reproductive health services, and has 
led to a significant increase in gender
based violence and vulnerability to harm
ful practices. It is estimated that as many 
as 1.4 million unintended pregnancies 
occurred due to disruptions in contracep
tive supplies and services in the first 12 
months of the pandemic. But the global 
crisis also taught us how to overcome dis
tance and movement restrictions, includ
ing through telemedicine, easier access to 
medical prescriptions and the creation of 
digital platforms to address violence 
against women and girls.

So, how can we accelerate progress for 
women and girls, deliver quality sexual 
and reproductive health services, bring an 
end to preventable maternal deaths, 
address harmful gender norms and end 
gender-based violence, and achieve overall 
gender equality, through introducing and 
scaling up the use of technology and digi
tal innovations?

UNFPA is increasingly investing in inno
vative methods and digital initiatives, such 
as virtual reality experiences, mobile apps, 
and telephony-based edutainment chan
nels, across the Asia-Pacific region.

During my recent visit to India, I expe
rienced first-hand UNFPA’s training mod
ule for midwives using virtual reality

sary literacy, skills and resources. Accord
ing to the Mobile Gender Gap Report by 
GSMA, women are 16 percent less likely 
than men to use mobile internet in low- 
and middle-income countries, and the 
gender gap in mobile phone ownership is 
19 percent in South Asia.

Supporting women and girls impacted 
by the digital divide must be a priority for 
governments and partners as countries 
build back better in a post-pandemic 
world. Promoting women’s digital literacy 
and Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) education and 
careers, as well as leveraging financing for 
inclusive digital development can substan
tially support women’s economic and 
social empowerment.

Only when women and girls are at the 
forefront of accessing, benefiting from and 
applying technology, can we bring about 
truly gender-transformative technological 
solutions.

Let us all work together to bridge the 
digital gender divide and harness die pow
er of technology and digital innovations to 
advance women’s and girls’ rights, includ
ing their reproductive rights.

xports have provided strong sup
port for China’s economy, and the 
country needs to continue to focus 
on the role of exports in economic

growth. Especially in 2022, due to multiple 
factors both at home and abroad, exports 
contributed more than 30 percent to China’s 
GDP. But since many factors have under
gone significant changes in 2023, China’s 
exports may face greater pressure this year 
compared with previous years. 

Against the backdrop of geopolitical con
flicts and interest rate hikes by many coun
tries, the economic growth prospects of 
major countries have deteriorated compared 
with last year. This will cause a decline in 
overseas demand, which means lower 
demand for China’s exports.

Second, the structural differences in eco
nomic policies between China and other 
countries during the pandemic have disap
peared. During the pandemic, the economic 
stimulus policies of major Western econo
mies mainly focused on protecting demand, 
while China’s policy mainly focused on pro
tecting tiie supply side.

Third, international energy prices surged 
and then fell, gradually weakening the 
impact of energy prices on the European 
Union’s manufacturing sector and helping 
them regain some of, if not all, their compet
itiveness. So China’s manufacturing industry 
could face tougher competition from some 
countries.

Fourth, the yuan may face some upward 
pressure. In 2022, the yuan may have over
shot in depreciation to a certain degree, 
which helped China’s exports. But China’s 
exports also have many factors in their favor. 
On the international front, the global econo
my is showing signs of stabilization. Accord
ing to tiie latest International Monetary 
Fund World Economic Outlook report, tiie 
global economy is forecast to grow 2.9 per
cent in 2023, an improvement on the previ
ous forecast of 2.7 percent

On the domestic front, China’s huge mar
ket is beneficial to companies in many 
aspects, including economies of scale that 
lower production costs, dilution of research 
and development investment, easing of 
financing constraints by cash flow, and 
increased efficiency of market turnover. 

China’s complete industrial system is ben
eficial to Chinese companies, too, in that it 
can help them reduce costs, maintain the 
stability of tiie supply chains and expecta
tions.

To stabilize trade, China needs to consider 
the context of the global restructuring of pro
duction networks. It takes targeted actions 
from the government to enterprises to ensure 
the stability of China’s international economic 
relations and enhance risk control.

When companies in different countries 
restart their supply chains after experiencing 
interraptions, the supply chains will not be 
designed to simply return to the past Instead, 
they will be based on the new environment to 
further strengthen the adjustment cycle of the 
global supply chains through the reorganiza
tion of their supply chains and tiie develop
ment of new products.

Given these facts, it is imperative that Chi
na maintain stable trade relations with oth
er countries by respecting the laws of 
economics, and navigating with a responsive 
approach.

To begin with, it is necessary to further 
consolidate and enhance tiie position of Chi
na as the center of production networks in 
Asia, strengthen the trade effects of the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partner
ship, and increase trade exchanges with 
major Asian economies such as ASEAN 
member states, Japan and the Republic of 
Korea.

It is important to seek out all business 
cooperation opportunities and make every 
effort to embed in the new product cycles 
and adjustment cycles of tiie supply chains 
of all countries, especially those of developed 
countries that play a leading role in these 

There is also a need to focus on exporting 
new energy vehicles from China’s rapidly 
growing NEV industry, and take preventive 
measures to ensure the safety and stability 
of its supply chains.

The developments should prompt China 
to promote diversification in trade and 
diversify its trade partners, and strengthen 
trade cooperation with emerging countries 
and Belt and Road countries.

Furthermore, the authorities need to 
focus not just on trade, but also on improv
ing the qualify of market institutions, in 
order to promote the development of high- 
tech industries and facilitate technological 
innovation.

And research shows the development of 
high-tech industries and technological inno
vation is different from ordinary manufac
turing and is highly dependent on high- 
quality market institutions.

tive Conference serves as a key element of 
the multiparty mechanism. Representa
tives from all political parties, people’s 
organizations, ethnic groups, and social 
sectors engage in political consultation, 
putting forward opinions and suggestions 
on important national policies and major 
economic and social matters, many of 
which are adopted by the CPC. 

As a specialized body for socialist con
sultative democracy, the CPPCC promotes 
unity, strengthens multiparty cooperation, 
and practices people’s democracy through 
the process of political consultation. 

During the annual sessions of tiie NPC 
and the CPPCC National Committee, 
members of the CPPCC National Com
mittee submit proposals for deliberation. 
They also participate in the NPC discus
sions on tiie amendments to laws, the 
Government Work Report of the central 
government, the Supreme People’s Court, 
and the Supreme People’s Procuratorate. 
This mechanism ensures all tiie people 
play a part in overseeing the work of the 
government, thereby developing China’s 
own model of democracy based on the 
annual sessions of the NPC and the 
CPPCC National Committee. 

The most extensive and dynamic prac
tice of whole-process people’s democracy 
is embodied in the grassroots. Elections at 
the grassroots level include elections for 
the people’s congresses at the township 
and county levels, with more than 1 billion 
voters participating in them, and tiie elec
tions to village committees, urban resi
dents’ committees, and employees 

The author is a professor at and director of 
the Center for Global Governance and Law, 
Xiamen University of Technology.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

congresses in enterprises and public insti
tutions.

The grassroots-level legislative contact 
points are an innovative democratic prac
tice. The legislative coordinators at the 
grassroots-level legislative contact points 
listen to the people’s advice and opinions, 
and then pass them on faithfully to the 

national legislature, that is, the NPC. 
“Public opinions and inputs are solicit
ed in whatever law and legislation is 
drafted so that there is meaningful 
public participation and democratic 
decision-making,” says Paul Tembe, a 

South African researcher. 
Deliberative democracy is a characteris

tic of China’s democratic system. China 
has explored and expanded consultation 
channels to include consultations which 
are held by political parties, people’s con
gresses, government departments, CPPCC 
committees, people’s organizations, social 
organizations, and communities. 

This model of democracy, which derives 
from traditional Chinese culture, includ
ing such ideas as aspiring for the common 
good, mutual understanding and inclu
siveness, and seeking common ground 
while setting aside differences, is condu
cive to pooling collective wisdom, building 
consensus, and promoting social cohesion 
and harmony, and hence avoiding social 
rifts and conflicts.

The author is a professor at, and deputy 
dean of, the National Academy of Develop
ment and Strategy, Renmin University of 
China, and vice-chairman of the China Soci
ety of World Economics. The views don’t nec
essarily represent those of China Daily.

simulation. This initiative — once rolled 
out — has the potential to provide train
ing to midwives on labour and complica
tions management. Upon receiving this 
experiential learning, I am hopeful that 
their clinical skills will be strengthened, 
enabling them to save the lives of moth
ers and newborns.

Adolescents in China are increasingly 
accessing sexuality education through dig
ital platforms. In collaboration with civil 
society and private sector partners, UNF
PA has equipped over 10,000 adolescents 
in rural areas with information and knowl
edge on their health and well-being 
through live-streamed interactive classes. 
In Myanmar, UNFPA partnered with an 
educational technology company, 360ed, 
to develop the “Baykin 2.0” app which uses 
augmented reality to improve access to 
accurate information on sexual and repro
ductive health and rights, and gender
based violence for adolescents and youth. 

Needless to say, women and girls must 
be at the center of designing and develop
ing creative and innovative solutions that 
bring us closer to an equal future for all. 
But the one significant challenge in pro
moting gender equality through digital 
innovation and technology is ensuring 
that all women and girls, including in rural 
areas and marginalized communities, have 
access to and are equipped with the neces- 

The author is UNFPA’s Regional Director
for Asia and the Pacific.
The views don’t necessarily represent those
of China Daily.

Essence of democracy 
in institutions, systems 

A government by the people or 
people becoming their own masters 
has therefore become the essence of 
democracy, which is reflected in a 
series of institutions and mechanisms 
to guarantee citizens’ democratic rights.

According to Yu Keping, a political schol
ar at Peking University, “As long as one 
country has formal institutions to guaran
tee that government policies can effectively 
reflect the public’s opinions, that citizens 
can participate in political life, and the 
incumbent political regime has to respond 
to people’s interests, it can be considered as 
a democratic system regardless of the par
ticular party systems, election procedures, 
and power separation mechanisms.”

To meet the new requirements of mod
ernization and the people’s new expecta
tions from democracy, China has made 
considerable progress in developing 
democracy. The form of democracy pur
sued by tiie Chinese people is characterized 
by public elections, power supervision and 
citizens’ participation.

To ensure that people are tiie masters of 
the country, China has adopted “whole
process people’s democracy’; which is a 
combination of electoral democracy and 
consultative democracy, and applied 
through a combination of democratic elec
tions, consultations, decision-making, 
management and oversight.

■‘S

CPPCC promotes
multiparty cooperation

The Chinese People’s Political Consulta-

The two pivotal institutional support for 
this democracy are tiie people’s congresses 
and the Chinese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference. The system of people’s 
congresses is China’s fundamental political 
system, and the ultimate approach to make 
the people tiie masters of the country. 
Under this system, all powers of the State 
belong to tiie people. And people exercise 
State power effectively through tiie peo
ple’s congresses.

The National People’s Congress is the 
highest State organ of power, and local 
people’s congresses from the national and 
provincial to tiie city and township levels 
are local agencies of the State power. All 
administrative, supervisory, judicial and 
procuratorial organs of tiie State are creat
ed by the people’s congresses, and the 
organs are answerable to and supervised 
by the people’s congresses.

The deputies to the people’s congresses 
are elected by their respective constituen
cies, either directly or indirectly. As for tiie 
deputies to the NPC, they are elected by tiie 
people’s congresses of provinces, autono
mous regions and municipalities. At the 
lower levels — township and county — the 
deputies to people’s congresses are elected 
directly by tiie voters and come from all 
regions, ethnic and social groups, and 
function at the national, provincial, city, 
county and township levels as the true rep
resentatives of the people.

Boosting Chinas 
exports amid 
global restructuring

Chinese democracy 
reflects state governance

Another feature of Chinese democracy 
is that it is closely linked to the moderni
zation of state governance rather than 
democracy for democracy’s sake. Given 
that China’s model of democracy plays a 
vital role in promoting sound govern
ance and boosting Comprehensive 
National Capacity Development, it has 

gained national acceptance. No wonder 
the July 2020 polling data from the Ash 
Center at Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government showed 95 percent satisfac
tion with the Chinese government among 
Chinese citizens.

Democracy is a common value of 
humanity, which the Chinese government 
and the Chinese people have been pursu
ing. China has made important achieve
ments in its democratic practice and is 
constantly ameliorating it. There is no 
fixed model of democracy, and based on a 
country’s history, culture and heritage, it 
takes diverse forms and develops accord
ing to national conditions.

Given the diversify among people across 
countries, it is inherently undemocratic to 
assess the myriad of political systems in the 
world against a single yardstick (of democ
racy) and to examine diverse political 
structures in monochrome.

To promote international peace and 
development, nations should uphold the 
principle of inclusiveness, nondiscrimina
tion, mutual learning, and respect for dif
ferent models of democracy. China’s 
democracy that fits in well with its society 
and traditional culture has both universali
ty and particularity of democracy. It will 
not only benefit the Chinese people, but 
also contribute to an innovative theory of 
democracy and practice for all humankind.

w.
s
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Whole-process
people’s democracy

Whole-process people’s democracy cov
ers economic, political, cultural, social, eco- 
environmental and other fields, and 
focuses on improving national develop
ment, social governance and people’s lives. 
It is a model of socialist democracy that 
covers all aspects of the democratic process 
and all sections of society.

Moreover, whole-process people’s 
democracy involves complete institutional 
procedures. These well-coordinated and 
comprehensive institutional procedures 
serve to put into place diverse, open, and 
well-organized democratic channels to 
ensure that the policies of the Communist 
Party of China and the State are integrated 
with the people’s aspirations and interests.

w.

r

ome Western countries 
have been ignoring 
the progress China 
has made in develop

ing democracy. Due to their 
ideological prejudice and 
Cold War mentality, they see 
China as an autocracy, and 
have been trying to not only 
isolate it from tiie interna
tional community but also 
check its rise. All this is per
haps the result of a great mis
understanding of what 
democracy means.

The term “demoskratia” 
comes from the Ancient 
Greek words demos (people) 
andfcraria (power), and 
together they form what lias 
come to be known as “democ
racy” in English. Democracy is 
broadly understood to mean 
the “rale by the people” The 
Chinese equivalent of democ
racy is minzhu, which means 
the people are tiie masters.

v
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istered State-owned enterprises 
dominate the investment, with a 
proportion much higher than 80 
percent. In bilateral trade, 80 per
cent of Chinese exports to the Arab 
states were consumer goods and 
capital goods, while 80 percent of 
Chinese imports from the Arab 
countries were mineral fuel and 
mineral oil. With regard to project 
contracting, during the same peri
od, the contract value of Chinese 
companies’ foreign contracted pro
jects in the Arab states was $180.2 
billion, 81 percent ($147.5 billion) of 
which was in traditional areas 
including energy, mineral resour
ces, transport and real estate. On a 
country-by-country basis, oil-pro
ducing Gulf Cooperation Council 
members accounted for around 
86.8 percent of China-Arab trade. 
China-Arab trade is a de facto trade 
relationship between China and the 
oil-producing GCC members. 
Things are similar in other areas 
such as investment and project con
tracting, with no substantial 
changes over the past five years. For 
instance, in the years from 2018 to 
2022, the energy sector accounted 
for 87 percent of Chinese FDI in the 
Arab countries, with the energy, 
mineral resources, property and 
transport sectors jointly accounting 
for 82.6 percent of the contract val
ue of China’s foreign contracted 
projects in die Arab countries. 

Trade is the most dazzling part of 
the China-Arab economic relations. 
In contrast, two-way investment is 
less in quantity and poorer’ in quali
ty. Trade between China and the 
Gulf Cooperation Council states 
exceeded that between the US and 
GCC countries as early as 2008 and 
overtook European Union-GCC 
trade in 2020, making China the 
largest trading partner of the GCC. 
In terms of two-way investment, 
however, the US’ FDI stock in the 
Middle Eastern countries topped 
$75 billion from 2010 to 2019, three 
times more than China’s FDI stock 
in die region ($20.5 billion).

Compared with China-Arab 
trade, two-way investment is quite 
small and concentrated in the ener
gy sector, hampering die transfor
mation and upgrading of bilateral 
economic ties.

According to data from the 
American Enterprise Institute, in
2019, China’s FDI stock in the Mid
dle East stood at $66.1 billion, 
accounting for 5 percent of the total 
FDI stock in die Middle East. The 
low two-way investment indicates 
that bilateral economic cooperation 
is still in its infancy and both sides 
have yet to get deeply integrated 
into each other’s industry chains. 

The “80 percent” phenomenon in 
China-Arab economic relations 
indicates that bilateral economic 
cooperation is too concentrated in a 
few areas and mainly focused on 
the middle and lower reaches of 
certain industry chains. Although 
Chinese companies have been 
climbing up the industry chains in 
the Middle East, they still have a 
long way to go to catch up with 
their US and European peers. 

Currently, China-Arab economic 
cooperation centering on trade, 
energy and infrastructure construc
tion has made historic achieve
ments. But such a cooperation 
model obviously lacks sustainabili
ty. To adapt to the new develop
ment paradigm of the Chinese 
economy, China-Arab economic 
relations must scale new heights as 
bilateral relations enter a new era. 

Indeed, China-Arab economic 
relations face both immense oppor
tunities and challenges. 

Both sides should make the 
utmost of strategic and political 
advantages to push economic coop
eration toward deeper and more 
practical development The two 
sides should promote their eco
nomic relations to transform from 
trade-dominated toward all-round 
development in various fields 
including trade, investment, 
finance and technologies, to climb 
from the mid-low end of the indus
try chain toward the mid-high end, 
to expand investing entities from 
large SOEs to more companies 
including small- and medium-sized 
private firms, and to expand coop
eration from energy-dominated 
toward diversified cooperation. 
Only by doing so can China and the 
Arab countries break the “80 per
cent’ barriers on bilateral economic 
ties as soon as possible.

leading roles in different fields in 
global affairs.

Second, the governance of glob
al affairs in the post-hegemony era 
is becoming multidimensional. 
Regional institutions are growing 
stronger and will become more 
active to play key roles in broker
ing agreements and solving prob
lems. Issues-oriented institutional 
arrangements wall be strength
ened in key areas such as climate 
change, public health and internet 
security. Non-government organi
zations and transnational net
works will also play bigger roles in 
the agenda setting of global 
affairs, and have a larger say in the 
policymaking of governments. 

Third, the world is witnessing a 
diversification of governance 
models, development paths and 
political systems. Despite feeing 
huge challenges, the US-led ‘liber
al global order” will still play a key 
role. China has made significant 
achievements with a development 
path and governance model that 
suit its own national conditions. 
The EU, after years of relentlessly 
pursuing regional integration, has 
also demonstrated its resilience. 
Developing countries are also 
exploring their own development 
paths instead of blindly copying a 
certain model. In addition, popu
lism, extreme nationalism and the 
anti-globalization trend will per
sist for quite a long period of time. 

Fourth, countries and organiza
tions that play an irreplaceable 
role in key nodes of global rela
tions networks wield a larger 
influence in the global arena. The 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations has played a unique role 
in linking different parties togeth
er over the past few years: it con
tributed to the formation of the 
Regional Comprehensive Eco
nomic Paitnership, the world’s 
largest free-trade bloc, and con
vened the East Asia Summit amid 
rising global tensions and the rag
ing COVID-19 pandemic. And 
Indonesia, a member of ASEAN, 
hosted the G2O Summit, bringing 
together major countries of the 
world.

In a multipolar world, there is 
not just one power center. The 
interactions among various forces 
in the world are creating an era of 
“co-opetion”, in which countries 
maintain necessary, mutually-ben- 
eficial cooperation while manag-

he first China-Arab States 
Summit was held in
December 2022, during 
which both parties decided

to go all out to jointly build a China- 
Arab community with a shared 
future in the new era. The summit 
has ushered in a new era for the all
round and in-depth development of 
China-Arab relations. Economic 
cooperation is the cornerstone and 
axis of China-Arab relations. 

Over the past two decades, eco
nomic and trade cooperation 
between China and the Arab states 
has made unprecedented, signifi
cant achievements in everyway. 
The bilateral trade volume 
increased 22.5 times from $14.70 
billion in 2001 to $330.24 billion in 
2021. From 2004 to 2020, Chinese 
companies’ foreign direct invest
ment and FDI stock in the Arab 
states increased from $180 million 
and $760 million to $2.83 billion 
and $21.29 billion respectively, an 
increase of 16 times and 27 times 
respectively. Bilateral economic 
relations are growing fer beyond 
the energy and trade sectors and 
expanding into the financial, 
investment, technology and cultur
al sectors, thus becoming increas
ingly comprehensive and 
diversified.

The United States and European 
countries used to dominate the 
upper stream of the industry chains 
of the Arab states. They were main
ly engaged in energy exploration, 
finance, insurance, design, manage
ment and consulting, while China 
excelled at mining, infrastructure 
construction, manufacturing and 
processing. However, over the past 
few years, China has been moving 
up tiie industry value chain with 
greater technological prowess in 
the fields of trade, investment and 
project contracting.

That said, we should notice that 
China-Arab economic collaboration 
is still at the medium-low level and 
in its infancy, with huge room for 
quantity growth and quality 
improvement China needs crude 
oil and natural gas from the Arab 
states, and the Arab states need 
manufactured goods from China — 
this has been the basic feature of 
bilateral economic relations, which 
has not changed substantially over 
the past 30 years. Such a relation
ship is reflected in the following six 
“80 percents” in bilateral economic 
relations. We could say that these 
“80 percents” are the barriers to the 
further development of bilateral 
economic ties.

In the area of two-way invest
ment, from 2005 to 2022, China’s 
foreign direct investment stock in 
the Arab states hit $50.4 billion, 83 
percent ($42.1 billion) of which was 
invested in the energy sector. Fur
thermore, China’s centrally admin-

The author is a chair professor at 
Shandong University. The author 
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec
essarily reflect those of China Dai
ly.

China-Arab economic cooperation is concentrated, 
in the energy sector and needs to be diversified

lb*

The author is the director of the 
Institute of Middle East Studies at 
the China Institutes of Contempo
rary International. Relations. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.
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n the wake of the Cold War, 
the United States emerged as 
tiie sole superpower in the 
world. In the period from

1988 to 2008, the global order was 
known as the “US-led liberal 
hegemony”. This period witnessed 
the rapid development of globali
zation, and the rise of emerging 
powers as well as other interna
tional forces. The 2008 global 
financial crisis was a milestone 
event marking the decline of the 
US hegemony. After Donald 
Thimp became president and 
adopted the “America first” policy, 
his administration willfully with
drew the US from international 
organizations and treaties, severe
ly undermining the soft power of 
the US. The damaging of its global 
reputation was a sign of the US’ 
decline and the reshuffling of the 
global order.

Some observers believe that we 
are returning to a bipolar world 
like the era of the Cold War, but in 
fact, a China-US bipolar world is 
unlikely to appear. The forming of 
a bipolar world requires the 
capacities of the two superpowers 
and their willingness to confront 
each other. For China, confronta
tional China-US ties run against 
its foreign policy of not seeking 
hegemony as well as its vision of 
building a human community 
with a shared future. China is res
olutely opposed to a new Cold 
War. For the entire world, another 
Cold War will definitely be a disas
ter and thus not what internation
al society desires. Despite the 
fierce competition and ideological 
differences between China and the 
US, we should not draw a conclu
sion that a new Cold War is loom
ing large.

In fact, a multipolar world is 
taking shape, and the world is bid
ding farewell to hegemony.

First, there will emerge multiple 
power centers, with the US, the 
European Union and China as the 
three major pillars. The US will 
remain the most powerful country 
in terms of comprehensive nation
al strength, and the EU is also an 
important pillar of tiie interna
tional order. China, which is 
already the second largest econo
my of the world, is playing an 
increasingly significant role in 
global affairs. In addition, global 
organizations and international 
civil societies are also playing their 

ing unavoidable but benign com
petition. The process is complex 
and full of uncertainties. 

In today’s global landscape, tiie 
US, the EU and China are three 
leading powers, while Russia, 
Japan, India and the ASEAN also 
play significant roles in regional 
and global affairs. The interac
tions among these forces are 
defined by “co-opetion” The Rus
sia-Ukraine conflict exposed tiie 
split between Russia and the US 
and Europe, and countries such as 
China and India have taken a rela
tively neutral stance. The strategic 
competition between China and 
the US is intense, while China’s 
relations with Russia and the EU 
are less frayed. On the ideological 
front, the US, Europe and Japan 
are closely aligned with each oth
er, while ASEAN has chosen to 
avoid ideological confrontation. 

Competition among players in 
the global arena in national 
strength, ideology and influence is 
growing severer. As power politics 
revives and geopolitical tensions 
are rising, the world faces severe 
security challenges. How to avoid 
the “Thucydides Trap” and the 
tragedy of big powers politic is 
reemerging as a hot topic. 

How'ever, cooperation, the other 
pole in “co-opetion” should not be 
ignored. Facing a series of daunt
ing challenges, humanity should 
behave like one community with a 
shared future. Whether out of 
moral righteousness or out of util
itarian purposes, humans should 
seek cooperation. Peace and devel
opment continue to be what the 
peoples over the world want and 
need, even amid intensifying com
petitions. The dialectical coexist
ence of cooperation and 
competition is tiie hallmark of this 
era.

As the world experiences 
momentous changes, and human
ity once again comes to a histori
cal crossroad, it is the rational 
choice for international society 
and peoples of all countries to 
avoid conflicts and wars and 
embrace cooperation and peace.

■' \
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Currently, China- 
Arab economic 

cooperation 
centering on trade, 

energy and 
infrastructure 

construction has 
made historic 

achievements. But 
such a cooperation 
model obviously 

lacks 
sustainability.

Co-existence of cooperation and competition 
is the defining feature of today’s world
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Documentary navigates Chinas long road to progress
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“Traveling across the country on 
the route, one can not only be treated 
to a stunning array of landscapes, 
but can trace the evolution of mod
ern Chinese civilization, which 
presents a panoramic, multidimen
sional portrayal of China’s dynamic 
progress,” says Sun Lu, the documen
tary’s executive chief director, who
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ment, urban management, social 
governance and ethnic affairs gov
ernance.

For instance, at Hua’s stop in 
Anhui province’s Dongdao village, 
viewers see the villagers engage in 
discussions and the resolution of 
village affairs during a meeting. All 
residents are encouraged to attend

By XING WEN
xingwen@chinadailyeom.cn

In many ways, national highways 
are the arteries of a nation, as they 
form a network of interconnected 
routes that facilitate the flow of 
resources and people that keep the 
country moving.

Being one of the longest highways 
in China, the G318, which stretches 
over 5,476 kilometers from Shang
hai in the east to the Tibet autono
mous region in the west, is arguably 
one of the most important in the 
country.

Along the route there are diverse 
landforms, spectacular natural 
wonders, as well as myriad customs, 
cultures and traditions, each one 
revealing another layer of the coun
try’s deep foundations.

A recently released documentary, 
Navigating to the Future, zooms in 
on the map to delve into the detailed 
stories of city dwellers and villagers 
that are connected by G318, offering 
viewers a glimpse into China’s eco
nomic growth, social changes, cul
tural diversity and technological 
advancements.

Q'.
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explains why the team chose G318 as 
a geographical starting point from 
which to explore such stories.

Following the steps of a virtual 
host, named Hua Xiaoxia, the five- 
episode documentary takes a multi
faceted approach to explore 
progress that China has made in 
market regulation, rural develop-

Contact the writer at
linqi@chinadaily.com.cn
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Chengdu (Sichuan province) and 
Shenzhen (Guangdong province) 
put a lot of value on the integration 
of art in the course of boosting their 
respective images,” he says.

At the annual CPPCC session, 
which opened on Saturday in Bei
jing, Wu proposed key initiatives to 
stimulate arts education for the pub
lic, one of which was that it should 
be rooted in the country’s excellent 
culture. “On one hand, it requires 
the carrying on of the best of tradi
tional cultures which accumulated 
the wisdom of Chinese civilization 
formed over centuries, and on the 
other hand, our practices should 
also integrate the new cultures 
which have been created and reflect 
the need of Chinese people over the 
past century and under the banner 
of Communist Party of China.”

He says it should be a social norm 
that arts education is all-encom
passing and a type of lifelong learn
ing. “Our job is to allow people to 
feel the beauty of physique, morali
ty, thought, vision and nature, all the 
aspects of a person’s life; and the 
education is accessible to everyone, 
anytime and anywhere.”

He says that arts education should 
be a practice without boundaries, 
and should break them in both a 
geographic and disciplinary sense. 
Venues should not only include 
museums and art galleries, music 
halls, theaters and culture centers, 
he says, but art should also be 
brought to the “doorsteps of people’s 
homes” — communities at the grass
roots level and other public spaces 
closer to people’s day-to-day lives.

On Friday, a statue created by Wu 
of Lei Feng, the hero soldier, was 
unveiled at the bustling Wangfujing 
shopping street, along the Chang’an 
Avenue. The young man was made a 
national icon in the 1960s because 
of his virtuous attitude and spirit of 
self-sacrifice. Following his death at 
just 22 years old, Chairman Mao 
Zedong called on the nation to learn 
from his sense of duty and since 
then, March 5 has been marked as 
“Learn From Lei Feng Day’!

The sculpture by Wu depicts the 
soldier walking and smiling in the 
pleasant spring breeze. Its installa
tion in Wangfujing also symbolizes 
the beginning of a long-term collab
oration between the National Art 
Museum of China and Dongcheng 
district, which administers Wangfu
jing, to place more statues of heroic

figures in public places.
Wu initiated a program five years 

ago to create statues of role models, 
like Lei Feng, who have made a con
tribution to the People’s Republic of 
China. He and dozens of young 
sculptors have produced more than 
50 such works. Luminaries in differ
ent areas, such as teachers, scientists 
and factory workers, have been invit
ed to the National Art Museum of 
China to sit for portraiture, and the 
process is sometimes open to the 
public. Exhibitions of these statues 
have toured nationwide, to schools 
and communities.

“One or two hundred years later, 
people will learn about our time, not 
only from books, but also from these 
sculptures,” Wu says. “They will feel 
the character of these representative 
figures, the hard work they have 
done and the sacrifices they have 
made for this country and its people.” 

He said at the recent meeting of 
the CPPCC that the program should 
be accessible to more people via 
exhibitions and online, and the 
works should be toured to, or 
installed in, more public spaces, so 
that the deeds and spirit of those 
depicted will be passed on.

'jaP

Left: A still from the documentary Navigating to the Future, shows staff at the intellectual property protection center in Suzhou, Jiangsu 
province, using patent certificates to establish which of two seemingly identical items of clothing is genuine and which is counterfeit. 
Right: An aerial view of a village situated along highway G318. photos provided to china daily

create tremendous momentum. 
When their hearts are invested, 
their efforts will bear fruit. By taking 
the initiative, they can bring positive 
changes to their community,” says Li 
Kewen, director of Dongdao’s village 
committee.

In Wanjian village, Anhui prov
ince, viewers see how the ancient set
tlement, which was founded in the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), has been 
transformed into a tourist attraction 
boasting renovated residential hous
es, a library, a museum, an activity 
center for elders and a tourist service 
center.

‘The villagers were truly happy, 
making it easy for us to capture the 
sincere smiles on their faces,” recalls 
Sun.

Additionally, the documentary 
also casts light on food safety meas
ures taken by Huzhou, Zhejiang 
province; the urban traffic manage
ment system in Wuhan, Hubei prov
ince; the ecological protection 
efforts made by Sichuan province 
and the construction of 5G base sta
tions in Lhasa, Tibet.

and freely express their opinions, 
with the option to raise their hand 
to support a particular motion. The 
village’s basic infrastructure, 
including the gatehouse, street
lights and basketball court, was all 
constructed as a result of this demo
cratic process.

“Unified action by villagers can
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ong queues of visitors 
formed outside the Nation
al Art Museum of China on 
a Sunday afternoon, despite

Beijing being engulfed in the chills 
of early February, and people having 
to hold umbrellas to shelter from 
falling sleet. They all came for the 
same exhibition, Beauty in Great
ness Through Details, which occu
pies all of the museum’s lialls and 
comprises 1,000 paintings, prints, 
watercolors and sculptures of small
er sizes. Some are from the collec
tion of National Art Museum of 
China and are representative works 
of preeminent figures of the 20th- 
century Chinese art.

Wu Weishan, the museum’s 
director and a noted sculptor, joined 
the people waiting in line and 
engaged in conversation with them, 
asking such questions as: “Are you 
from Beijing?” “Do you visit the 
National Art Museum of China 
often?” “Do you have any sugges
tions to improve our sendees at the 
museum?”

Mounting a curated exhibition to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year, 
which normally runs from January 
through March, has been a routine 
at the museum in recent years 
under Wu’s stewardship. The show 
consistently draws an influx of visi
tors from across the country, espe
cially on weekends and public 
holidays. Wu says it is good to see 
that people are willing to devote 
their precious time to viewing the 
selected works of the State’s collec
tion, which is diverse and immense. 

“What I have felt is people’s rising 
need for aesthetic and arts educa
tion, and that comes as both a pres
sure and encouragement for us 
working at museums, to make the 
best of the nation’s collection of art 
and to stage as many quality shows 
as possible,” he says.

To utilize the rich resources of a 
public museum, or artists, for the 
greater good of people and the coun
try has been a focus of Wu’s duties as 
a museum administrator, a sculptor 
and also a member of the Standing 
Committee of the National Commit
tee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference, the 
nation’s top political advisory body. 

“I have seen a recent trend toward 
cultivating people and developing 
culture with the aid of arts education 
in a comprehensive manner. Many 
cities, such as Shanghai, Chongqing,
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Top: Museum director Wu Weishan, also a member of the Standing Committee of the National Commit
tee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, chats with people waiting to enter the 
National Art Museum of China, provided to china daily Above: An artist creates a sculpture of Kang Shao- 
zhong (sitting), a National Model Teacher from China Agricultural University, an agricultural soil and 
water engineer and an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, jiang dong / china daily 
Below left: School children paint works shown at the museum. Below right: A statue of Lei Feng by Wu, 
installed on Beijing’s Wangfujing street, photos provided to china daily
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Artist, CPPCC member and museum 
director, Wu Weishan reiterates the 
importance of nurturing wider public 
interest in pursuits of an aesthetic 
nature, Lin Qi reports.
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Changsha, Hunan province. She 
says she visited a museum with a 
colleague to observe the needlework 
and brought a notebook to copy the 
patterns and colors and went home 
to replicate the work.

“Then we went to the museum 
again to compare and analyze, and 
finally made clear how the stitching 
was done,” says Jiang. “I realized it 
can create an elegant effect but the 
work is demanding. Maybe that’s 
why it was gradually lost over time.” 

In the next several year's, Jiang says 
she found some people’s special 
demands for embroidery were often 
not met by the institute, and decided 
to start her own business after resign
ing in 1991. It took her more than 10 
years to become successful as a busi
nesswoman. Products of her compa
ny, from everyday objects to artifacts, 
have been sold in many places. 

“In 2016, I held an exhibition in 
Taiwan for 12 days. The orders I 
received during those days took 
embroiderers in my company three 
years to complete,” says Jiang.

She never dropped her needles, 
and has continued to create a num
ber of popular works. One of them, 
Chenwu Hehua (“morning mist 
around lotus”), won the top prize at 
the 2008 Hundred Flowers Awards, 
an important event in China’s arts 
and crafts circle.

She used a number of stitches to 
make the work, and applied a tech
nique that normally imitates the 
visual effects of oil paintings, by 
overlaying it like a Chinese ink 
painting. That gave the embroidery 
a balanced effect of light and shade. 

Born in Shaping subdistrict, 
Changsha, which is known as the 
hometown of Xiang embroidery, it’s 
not surprising that Jiang is the sev
enth generation in her family work
ing as a craftswoman, since almost 
every family there has a long history 
of embroidery. Jiang and many of 
her female counterparts had a simi
lar childhood. They learned embroi
dery as children from older family 
members, and made money by sell
ing their embroidered bedsheets 
and pillowcases even as teenagers. 

“Almost all local women were able 
to do embroidery, except for new
comers,” recalls Jiang.

Many local men, on the other 
hand, took part in the industry by 
painting patterns for embroidery. 
Jiang’s grandfather was a painter, 
and such a family combination, with 
a male painter and a female 
embroiderer was common in the 
local area.

Jiang also grew interested in 
designing clothes when she was 
young, and considered learning it, 
but after working in embroidery, 
she inherited and developed the 
family craft.

Influenced by Jiang, her son, 
Chang Jiang, has learned the craft, 
and is wmrking to promote it 
“Although my mother has gained 
fame in Xiang embroidery with her 
efforts, she is still improving on her 
skills,” says Chang.

“She has demonstrated that liv
ing is simply not for money. Finding 
something you love and devoting 
time to it will help you contribute to 
society,” he adds.

FA

A seventh-generation inheritor of Xiang embroidery is dedicated to the craft, 
report Wang Ru and Feng Zhiwei in Changsha.

iang Zaihong learned an 
important lesson when she 
was 11. Born into a family of 
embroiderers, she was used

to seeing her mother do embroidery 
daily. One day after her mother put 
aside an unfinished work, the 
embryonic form of a peony, Jiang, 
on a whim, added to the flower to 
speed up the process. She had hoped 
to garner some praise from her 
mother. To her disappointment, 
when her mother saw the work, she 
just cut out the threads with a pair 
of scissors, declaring it a failure. 

“Actually die flower center should 
be embroidered after the petals, but 
I made it before, and that led to visu
al effects that my mother didn’t 
expect. I was told that when doing 
embroidery procedures need to be 
followed,” recalls Jiang.

More than four decades later, 
Jiang, 55, still remembers the story 
clearly. That principle has guided 
her for decades as a craftswoman of 
Xiang embroidery, a national-level 
intangible cultural heritage, which 
originated in Changsha, Hunan 
province. Xiang is the abbreviation 
of Hunan province in Chinese.

After years of working in this pro
fession, Jiang has become a master 
of the craft. She has created new 
stitches for Xiang embroidery, 
restored an ancient stitching tech
nique, started a business of 
embroidered products and held 
exhibitions in many countries and 
regions.

Xiang embroidery is one of the 
four best-knowm styles of embroi
dery in China along with Su embroi
dery from Suzhou, Jiangsu 
province; Shu embroidery, w'hich is 
popular in Sichuan province and 
Chongqing; and Yue embroidery, 
popular in Guangdong province. 
Xiang embroidery has a history of 
more than 2,000 years. It features 
rich colors and has vivid visual 
effects.

“A saying about Xiang embroi
dery goes, An embroidered flower 
seems to be fragrant, an embroid
ered bird seems to be chirping, an 
embroidered tiger seems to be run
ning and an embroidered figure 
seems to have vivid expressions,”’ 
says Jiang.

At 18, she was recruited by Hunan 
Embroidery Research Institute and 
became a professional embroiderer, 
and learned Xiang embroidery from 
masters such as Zhou Jinxiu and Liu 
Aiyun. TWo years later, when a 
skilled embroiderer who worked at 
the institute passed away suddenly 
and her work about tigers was 
unfinished, Jiang got the task and 
did it well. That was her first 
attempt at pengmao (fluffy stitch
ing), a technique in Xiang embroi
dery to make vivid patterns of tigers 
and lions.

In Su embroidery, the cat is a pat
tern subject, while in Xiang embroi
dery it’s the tiger. In the 1950s, 
craftswoman Yu Zhenhui invented 
pengmao, which makes one side of 
an embroidery fluffy. That ensures a 
three-dimensional effect of threads 
like fur. The technique lias become a 
feature of Xiang embroidery.

In 1988, Jiang received a task to 
restore an ancient stitch from an 
embroideiy unearthed in Mawang- 
dui, a tomb of the Western Han 
Dynasty (206 BC-AD 24), in today’s

2

Top: Xiang embroidery master 
Jiang Zaihong’s work Beautiful 
Scenery of Four Seasons created 
in 2009.
Left: Jiang shows her embroi
dery technique to visitors at her 
company in Changsha. 
Above: Jiang’s embroidery A 
Male Roaring Lion which was 
auctioned for 1.2 million 
yuan($173,000) in Beijing in
2010.
Bottom: Jiang’s embroidery Fra
grance of Lotus Spreading 
Far. photos provided to china daily
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A saying about Xiang 
embroidery goes, ‘An 
embroidered flower 
seems to be fragrant, 
an embroidered bird 
seems to be chirping, 
an embroidered tiger 
seems to be running 
and an embroidered 
figure seems to have 
vivid expressions.’” 
Jiang Zaihong, craftswoman of 
Xiang embroidery
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Rural kids jump
into a brighter future
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Workers at the heart of Chinas railway operations honored

Lyu Pan, train conductor
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Inspirational teacher institutes skip rope program, which is not only changing the fortunes 
of his students but also helping his underdeveloped school, Huang Xuemeng reports in Guangzhou.

privileged school in such a 
developed city like Guangzhou,” 
Lai recalls.

At that time, there were only 
143 students and 11 faculty mem
bers at the school, and Lai was 
the first professional PE teacher 
with a university degree that the 
school had ever recruited.

Lacking facilities and funds, 
the school wasn’t set up to hold 
ordinary PE courses, such as 
basketball, soccer and track and 
field, so the ambitious young 
teacher bad to shift his focus to 
something that was cheaper 
and easier to organize. He dis
covered rope-jumping.

Teaching it, however, was a 
challenge to Lai, with a degree 
in basketball coaching. He put 
forth great effort in studying dif
ferent jump rope techniques 
from videos online. To increase 
the skipping speed, Lai invented 
a new style of half-squat skip
ping. He also got inspiration 
from motorcycle brake cables 
and made some special ropes 
for the students to use, which 
were thinner and lighter than 
ordinaiyjump ropes.

Starting from scratch, Lai has 
coached 36 jump rope world 
champions since 2012. Compet
ing in various games at home 
and abroad, the young ropers 
broke 11 world records in total, 
including the most single skips 
and double unders (where the 
rope passes under the feet twice 
in a single jump) and the most

minutes in the afternoon. The 
team members need to go 
through two years of training, 
throughout their first and sec
ond grades before becoming 
full-time members.

There are also academic 
requirements — only the top 15 
students in their classes are 
qualified to join the team.

“The students should develop 
in a well-rounded way. Their 
achievements in rope-jumping 
should not come at the expense 
of academic effort. Actually, it is 
more of an impetus to complete 
their school work,” Lai says.

To help the students develop 
well-rounded personalities was 
one of the initial purposes of 
startingthe rope jump program, 
Lai explains. Coming from local 
rural and migrant families, the 
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from 98,000 km to 155,000 km, 
with high-speed railways 
increasing from 9,000 km to 
42,000 km, a world record, 
according to the National Rail
way Administration.

By the end of last year, 81.6 
percent of China’s counties had 
access to railways, while high
speed trains reached 94.9 per
cent of cities with a population 
of more than 500,000.

“The past decade has wit
nessed the upgrading of trains 
to the new generation of intelli
gent high-speed models,” Lyu 
says, adding that the service 
equipment has become more 
user-friendly and intelligent, 
with the comprehensive abili
ties of the crew constantly 
improving.

skips in a medley jump rope 
relay, among others. In the 
team’s first overseas competi
tion, team member Cen Xiaolin,
11 years old at the time, set up 
two world records — the most 
skips in 30 seconds and the 
most in three minutes. The tal
ented roper didn’t stop pursu
ing his dream after graduation. 
At the 2019 World Jump Rope 
Championship in Norway, Cen 
became known as having the 
“world’s most powerful thighs” 
after he smashed five world 
records, including jumping 1,141 
tunes in three minutes.

Now, Lai’s jump rope team 
has over 200 members who are 
trained in six smaller groups. 
They follow the traditional 
training schedule — 90 minutes 
before the morning class and 90 

Top: Lai Xuanzhi introduces the jump rope team to docu
mentary host Wang Xingwei. Above: Lai shows a trophy of 
the team, photos provided to china daily

but also the destiny of the 
school. “A decade ago, Qixing 
Primary School used to be 
among the most unprivileged 
schools, but now it’s the top 
school in town,” Lai says.

With its rising fame, the 
school has garnered a greater 
level of public attention. With 
the support of the government, 
it has extended its campus, 
restored the existing buildings 
and upgraded its equipment 
while retaining distinguished 
jump rope-themed elements, 
for example, long and colorful 
ropes decorating the trees on 
campus.

Nevertheless, what hasn’t 
changed over the years is Lai’s 
original aspiration to reinvigor
ate rural education.

In 2022, he was awarded the 
national May Fourth Medal for 
his contribution to physical edu
cation.

“Children are the future of 
the country and the hope of the 
nation,” Lai says.

“I hope the effort I’ve put 
into physical education can 
inspire and benefit children in 
rural areas.”

students at Qixing Primary 
School “often carried a sense of 
inferiority’: The medals and 
honors they won through rope
jumping have helped them 
build confidence.

Lai remembers one team 
member who he coached for 
two years but never exchanged a 
word with. After winning 10 
medals in a national competi
tion, the introverted girl walked 
straight to Lai and put all the 
medals around his neck. Then, 
she told Lai that she was very 
happy. It was the first time she 
had talked to her coach in two 
years, and Lai was too stunned 
to speak. “The success boosted 
their confidence,” Lai says. “A 
person with confidence is more 
likely to have a promising 
future.”

Many students at the primary 
school had never been on a 
plane, although the school is 
located near Guangzhou Baiyun 
International Airport. The jump 
rope program provides them a 
chance to go abroad and com
pete with their peers from 
around the world.

Over the past decades, the 
young ropers have traveled to 
several countries, including the 
United Arab Emirates, Malaysia 
and Norway. Jump rope has 
broadened their horizons and 
allowed them to see a larger 
world.

Rope-skipping has not only 
changed the life of the students 
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For over 20 years, Huang Tao 
has worked as a “railway doc
tor” walking over 35,000 kilo
meters along the tracks 
detecting flaws with the rails.

Huang is a railway worker 
detecting flaws in Northwest 
China’s Ningxia Hui autono
mous region, Huang’s job is to 
check the rails within his sec
tion each month. “We always 
need to work extra hours during 
the Spring Festival holiday trav
el rush, but it’s worth it to make 
sure the trains ran smoothly,” he 
says.

This year, Huang was hon
ored as one of the most out
standing representatives 
among more than 3 million offi
cials and employees in the rail
way sector.

e had been in 
training for 
three years — 
day and night, 

and I’d lost sleep for three 
months before the competi
tion,” Lai Xuanzhi, 36, who is 
now the vice-principal of Qixing 
Primary School in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong province, recalls 
the first tune he led the school 
jump rope team in an interna
tional competition.

It was the first World Inter
School Rope Competition 
which was held in Dubai in 
2015. Lai’s team skipped 
through, winning 27 of the total 
of 28 golds and the title of team 
champion — China’s first jump 
rope team championship ever. 
Lai watched the teens standing 
on the podium singing the 
national anthem with tears run
ning down their faces. It was at 
that moment Lai came to realize 
that for students who are edu
cated in a village school, rope
jumping could not only be part 
of physical education but also 
provide access to a brighter 
future.

Lai graduated from Wuhan 
Sports University, majoring in 
basketball. In 2010, the new 
graduate was employed as a PE 
teacher at Qixing Primary 
School — a village school in the 
suburbs of Guangzhou. But the 
job, his first, posed a challenge. 

“I’d never thought that there 
could be such a small, under

mg

Aside from detecting the rail 
flaws, Huang has continually 
sought out innovation through
out his career. He has completed 
23 technological innovation and 
invention projects, of which 
eight achievements have 
obtained national utility model 
patents.

Another outstanding railway 
worker is Lyu Pan, a train con
ductor who has dedicated her
self to providing better train 
services for passengers traveling 
between Beijing and Zhangjiak- 
ou, the co-host cities of the 2022 
Winter' Olympics and Paralym
pics.

During the Games, Lyu came 
up with over a dozen exclusive 
sendee measures, such as the 
introduction of intelligent train

ft

My colleagues and 
I will continue to 
explore warmer, 

more targeted and 
people-oriented 

services.”

I

Huang also has appreciation 
for the railway’s development 
over the past decade. “Take 
Ningxia as an example, in the 
space of three years, the Yin- 
chuan-Xi’an and Yinchuan-Lan
zhou high-speed railways have 
been put into operation, nar
rowing the distance between 
the cities and making transport 
more convenient for people,” he 
says.

Minister of Transport Li Xiao- 
peng says China has been pro
moting the high-quality 
development of its transport 
sector, deepening the country’s 
green and low-carbon transfor
mation, and improving its busi
ness environment

A
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94.9
percent

Cities with a population of 
more than 500,000 con

nected to high-speed trains

facilities and special cribs for 
infants, and repeatedly 
rehearsed to make sure that all 
services, such as snow equip
ment storage and wheelchair 
placement, were delivered per
fectly.

“My colleagues and I will con
tinue to explore warmer, more 
targeted and people-oriented 
services,” Lyu says.

Huang, Lyu and other model 
railway workers have been pur
suing the high workmanship 
standard through their skills 
and down-to-earth attitude in a 
sector that has seen remarkable 
changes over the past decade, a 
period marked by fast growth 
and safe operation.

From 2012 to 2022, China’s 
railway expanded in length 
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