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Human rights are subjective, 
inalienable and inherent attribu
tions of being human, based on the 
value and dignity of every person 
and on die need for protection of 
the rights for the development of 
all of a person’s capabilities. 

Therefore, in accordance with 
Article 1 of the Vienna Declaration of 
1993, there is no doubt tiiat each gov
ernment has the primary responsi
bility for the promotion and 
protection of human rights, which 
requires legal and practical guaran
tees to preserve their universal, inter
dependent and indivisible character. 

China and Cuba are united by a 
deep and rich common history. For 
more than six decades, our countries

While die United States has main
tained that it wants to establish 
“guardrails” on bilateral relations, 
Beijing has found the concept to be 
increasingly untenable as US politi
cians clamor to take a hard line on 
China.

The Biden administration has 
honed a China policy tiiat seeks to put 
guardrails on the bilateral relation
ship, or placing a floor underneath 
it — in tiie words of Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, to avoid conflict, 
while at the same time dialing up

competition with China.
Qin Gang, in his first media brief

ing as China’s foreign minister on 
Thesday, said tiiat US officials’ stated 
desire to put guardrails on the rela
tionship is actually a way of prevent
ing China from verbally responding 
to or taking actions against slanders 
or attacks.

“Its so-called establishing guard
rails and not seeking conflict simply 
means that China should not respond 
in words or action when slandered 
or attacked. That is just impossible,” 
said Qin — who previously served as 
Beijing’s ambassador in Washington 
— on the sidelines of China’s annual 
national legislative session.

“The current situation meets nei
ther standard. Too often, Washington 
seeks to unilaterally establish (often 
vague) guardrails of its choosing and 
expects China to abide by them,” Car
penter told China Daily on Tuesday. 

Douglas H. Paal, a distinguished 
fellow in the Asia Program at the 
Carnegie Endowment for Interna
tional Peace, said he believes that 
China appears to view the US prem
ise as intended to enable behavior by 
the US tiiat China does not or cannot 
accept, therefore, it will not agree to 
the US’ formulated guardrails.

“Diplomacy appears in short sup
ply in both capitals, which is danger
ous for regional and global security 
Rial said in an email.

“It seems to me that we need to 
restart the “working groups’ that 
achieved some stability in the first 
year of the Biden administration,” 
he said.

At the news conference in Beijing, 
Qin also noted that Washington’s Chi
na policy has “entirely deviated from 
the rational and sound track’: with its 
perception and views of China “seri
ously distorted”

By XU WEI
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

vation, facilitating application of 
sci-tech advances, and coordinat
ing science and technology with 
economic and social development, 
according to the draft plan.

The Ministry of Science and 
Technology’s task of bringing in 
talent from overseas will be reas
signed to the Ministry of Human 
Resources and Social Security, 
which will also adopt the functions 
of the State Administration of For
eign Expert Affairs.

The setting up of a national admin
istration for financial regulation is 
intended to solve some long-standing, 
prominent problems and issues in the 
financial sector, Xiao said.

The new body, which will replace 
tiie China Banking and Insurance 
Regulatory Commission, will be 
responsible for supervising finan
cial institutions outside tiie securi
ties sector, step up oversight of 
institutions, actions and functions, 
coordinate tiie protection of con
sumer rights in the financial sector 
and investigate wrongdoings.

The draft plan has further called 
for tiie establishment of a local finan
cial regulatory mechanism, with 
agencies dispatched by central finan
cial regulators as the mainstay to 
tackle problems such as a lack of 
means for oversight and professional 
talent shortage in local financial reg
ulatory departments.

The reform also involves tiie 
adjustment of the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission from a pub
lic institution to a government agen
cy directly under tiie State Council, 
and changes in tiie local branches of 
the Bsople’s Bank of China, the coun
try’s central bank.

In order to upgrade IPR creation, 
application, protection and man
agement, the National Intellectual 
Property Administration — current
ly managed by the State Administra
tion for Market Regulation — will 
become an institution that will 
operate directly under the State 
Council, the plan said.

The functions of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs will be 
optimized to include the functions of 
the National Rural Revitalization 
Administration, according to tiie plan. 

Meanwhile, the number of posi
tions at central government depart
ments will be cut by 5 percent as part 
of the reshuffle, and the State Council 
will still consist of 26 departments, 
besides its general office, after the 
draft plan is implemented.

Two Sessions:
Special coverage p 2,4,5
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By ZHAO HUANXEN 
in Washington 

huanxinzhao@chinadailyusa.com

China Aerospace Science and 
Industry Corp, a major space con
tractor, is planning to deploy a 
remote-sensing satellite network 
in low-altitude orbits, according 
to a project leader.

Song Xiaoming, president of 
the CASIC Second Academy, said 
that China intends to establish a 
space-based, high-performance 
infrastructure system for global 
remote-sensing operations.

Remote sensing refers to tiie 
process of detecting and monitor
ing the physical characteristics of 
an area by measuring its reflected 
and emitted radiation at a dis
tance, typically from an aircraft or 
a satellite.

“To meet the urgent require
ments of satellite systems that 
can obtain and transmit remote
sensing data with higher resolu
tion and foster speed, the 
Second Academy will take 
advantage of our expertise in 
small satellite platforms, low-or-

Two senior diplomats at the Chi
nese embassy in tiie US also have 
recently noted that the priority in 
tiie bilateral relationship, just like 
driving or navigating, should not 
be putting up guardrails to prevent 
accidents, but setting “guidelines” for 
safe traffic.

Ted Galen Carpenter, a senior fel
low in defense and foreign policy 
studies at the Cato Institute, a think 
tank in Washington, said that tiie 
guardrails concept can be useful only 
under two conditions.

First, they must have substance 
and clarity, and second, both par
ties must have equal input into the 
process.

The first satellite will be tasked 
with verifying extra low-altitude 
orbiting, high-definition Earth- 
bound imaging, smart processing 
and data-to-user technologies, he 
added.

Song shared the information 
on the sidelines of the first session 
of the 14 th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference, which 
opened in Beijing on Saturday. He 
is a member of the CPPCC Nation
al Committee, the country’s top 
political advisory body.

The CASIC Second Academy is 
a major developer of low-orbit 
satellite systems in China. It 
deployed the country’s first exper
imental low-orbit broadband 
communications system, which 
fulfilled in-orbit testing and pro
duced a large quantity of data.

The academy also built Chi
na’s first smart manufacturing 
plant for satellites in Wuhan, 
capital of Hubei province. The 
factory has full manufacturing 
capacity of 240 small satellites a 
year.
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Foreign Minister Qin Gang answers questions from Chinese and foreign journalists on Tuesday at a news conference on the sidelines of
the first session of the 14th National People’s Congress in Beijing, wang zhuangfei / china daily
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China has unveiled a draft plan 
for the biggest reorganization of 
State Council departments in five 
years as part of its broader efforts 
to bolster self-reliance in science 
and technology, enhance financial 
oversight and protect intellectual 
property rights.

The draft plan on the institution
al reform of the State Council, Chi
na’s Cabinet, includes steps to 
restructure the Ministry of Science 
and Technology and the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, and 
set up a national administration for 
financial regulation — a financial 
oversight body.

A new regulator for data govern
ance will be created to coordinate tiie 
integration, sharing, development 
and application of data resources, 

the plan said. 
The proposed nation

al data bureau, to be
Comment, administered by the 

National Development 
and Reform Commis

sion, will be responsible for advanc
ing the development of data-related 
fundamental institutions and push
ing forward the planning and build
ing of a Digital China, tiie digital 
economy and the digital society.

The draft plan for the Cabinet 
reshuffle comes five years after an 
institutional reform of the State 
Council cut the number of ministeri
al-level bodies by eight and vice-min- 
isterial-level entities by seven.

Xiao Jie, state councilor and secre
tary-general of the State Council, 
introduced tiie draft plan at the sec
ond plenary meeting of the first ses
sion of the 14th National People’s 
Congress on Thesday.

The plan, adopted at the second 
plenary session of the 20th Commu
nist Party of China Central Commit
tee last week, has been submitted to 
the NPC deputies for deliberation.

Xiao explained that tiie CPC Cen
tral Committee will set up a central 
commission on science and technolo
gy to enhance the Party’s leadership 
in the sector, and the restructured 
Ministry of Science and Technology 
will serve as the working body of the 
new commission.

The restructured ministry will 
play a bigger role in building a new 
system for mobilizing the nation to 
make technological break
throughs, optimizing sci-tech inno-

MI Sr

bit communications and smart 
manufacturing technology to 
design, construct and operate a 
satellite network in extra low-al
titude orbits,” he said.

The network will feature low 
construction and operational 
costs, a large fleet of space-based 
assets, and fast satellite produc
tion and deployment, so that it is 
able to compete with existing net
works, Song said.

Compared with existing 
remote-sensing satellites, the new 
models will travel in orbits at alti
tudes ranging from 150 to 300 
kilometers, which means they 
will be easier and cheaper to 
make, and can be launched with
out compromising the remote
sensing resolution, the project 
leader explained.

Currently, researchers at the 
academy’s space engineering 
department are developing the 
first satellite for the network. It is 
expected to be ready for launch in 
September, but the exact sched
ule will be determined in due 
course, Song said.
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An archaeologist unearths a limestone sphinx in Qena province, 
Egypt, on Monday. The limestone sphinx is thought to represent the 
Roman emperor Claudius. Egyptian ministry of tourism and antiquities / 
HANDOUT VIA XINHUA See story, page 6

Frenzy over Metaverse cooling down 
as popularity of ChatGPT increases
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Farmers collect seawater rice seedlings at a farm in Lianyungang, Jiangsu province, in June, wang chun / for china daily

Seeds of hope spring from

seawater nee
Crops help produce more arable land for nation
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By ZHANG ZHOUXIANG and
JIAO JIE

Contact the writers at
zhangzhouxiang
@chinadaily.com.cn
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eradicated poverty after transform
ing a high percentage of saline soil 
into arable land to support crop 
growth.

a***. £

The importance of food security 
was emphasized in autumn by Xi 
Jinping, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China Central 
Committee.

In his report to the Party’s 20th 
National Congress, he said, “We will 
ensure that China’s food supply 
remains firmly in its own hands.”

Xi also underlined the Party’s 
determination to ensure that Chi
na’s total area of farmland does not 
fall below 120 million hectares.

Agricultural experts stressed the 
importance of guarding this bottom 
line firmly and also advised turning 
another 100 million hectares of 
saline-alkali soil, also known as 
saline soil, into arable land. This soil 
contains so much salt that barely 
any crops can be grown on it.

Liu Jiayin, director of the Qing
dao Saline-Alkali Tolerant Rice 
Research and Development Center, 
said: “Most crops die if the salt con
tent in water is more than 0.2 per
cent. The amount of salt in saline 
soil ranges from place to place in 
China, but it is above that level, thus 
making it hard to support the 
growth of crops.”

Data from the center show there 
are 950 million hectares of saline 
land globally. Some 22 percent of 
this land is in East Asia, and China 
has 100 million hectares of saline 
soil and 128 million hectares of ara
ble land.

Some 6.67 million hectares of 
saline land is located in coastal are
as around Bohai Bay and near the 
southeast coast. This land, the result 
of coastal erosion, will retain its salt 
content for a long time.

The nation’s northeastern provin
ces, where the winter permafrost is 
more than 1 meter deep, are home to 
about 10 million hectares of saline 
land. In spring, water on the surface 
evaporates, but deeper down it 
remains frozen and cannot escape. 
As a result, salt accumulates and the 
soil becomes saline.

A further’ 66.67 million hectares 
of such land is located in the north
west, where there is so little rainfall 
that salt on the surface is seldom 
washed away.

Wei Ke, an associate researcher at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ 
Institute of Atmospheric Physics, 
said annual rainfoil of 400 millime
ters divides “wet” and “dry” regions, 
while 200 mm of rainfall a year 
determines “dry” and “very dry” 
areas.

“Most of the saline land in the 
northwest is located in dry or very 
dry regions,” he said.

Wang Qingxue, 60, a former in 
Dongying city, Shandong province, 
said: “The saline soil on my family’s 
arable land is near the Yellow River, 
while that of my cousin is near 
Bohai Bay. Both areas can be 
exploited, as they are close to wet
lands, so this soil is not such a big 
problem.”

Dry areas of the countiy are the 
biggest problem. For example, in 
Lankao county, Henan province, 
saline soil accounts for 36 percent of 
the total agricultural land. Com
bined with wind and sand, this situ
ation has posed major challenges to 
local agriculture.

A vicious circle formed. Dry 
weather turned the soil saline, 
which meant it could not support 
plant or crop growth. As a result, 
there was no natural barrier against 
the wind, while sand that accumu
lated worsened the condition of the 
soil, so it was unable to retain water. 

Even good arable land was affect
ed, as evidenced by Shen Tianmin, a 
wheat breeding expert from 
Kaifeng city, Henan, who said in 
1962 that wheat production in 
Lankao was only 12 kilograms per 
0.67 hectares.

Two years later, Jiao Yulu, 42, the 
Lankao Party chief, who led locals in 
transforming 6,000 hectares of 
saline soil into arable land, died 
from liver cancer. In 2017, Lankao

Increased output
Salt-tolerant rice can grow in 

saline soil with water containing 0.6 
percent salt, which covers a relative
ly high percentage of China’s saline 
soil, thus increasing the nation’s rice 
production.

Zhang Guodong, vice-director of 
the Qingdao research center, said, 
“Quite a high proportion of saline 
soil in China has a salt content of 
more than 0.6 percent, but by water
ing the rice plants, we keep the salt 
content in water surrounding their 
roots at around that level, thus help
ing them grow well.”

In 1930, it was discovered in Cey
lon — now Sri Lanka — that wild 
rice could grow in saline soil, mark
ing the start of research in this field. 

In comparison, such research in 
China did not begin until the 1980s, 
when Chen Risheng, an agricultural 
scientist in Zhanjiang city, Guang
dong province, found that some rice 
plants could grow on the coast in 
this area.

Chen collected more than 500 
seeds and grew them on an area of 
local wetland. After five years, he 
harvested 3.8 kg of seeds that had 
grown steadily — naming the crop 
Sea Rice 86 to mark the year in 
which he made the discovery.

After decades of research, China 
took the lead globally in seawater 
rice research thanks to the late aca
demician Yuan Longping, known as 
the “father of hybrid rice”, and his 
team.

Zhang said, “Seawater rice breed
ing is part of hybrid rice breeding, in 
which China has long been the 
undisputed champion of the world.” 

In 2012, Yuan and Chen set up a 
team to research seawater rice. By 
2016, Yuan had coordinated national 
resources and founded the Qingdao 
Saline-Alkali Tolerant Seawater Rice 
Research and Development Center.

increase grain output on the sand- 
covered land.

Chinese teams are now cooperat
ing with local officials on seawater 
rice projects in many other coun
tries.

Challenges faced
There are challenges to seawater 

rice research, including the belief 
among some that it is not worth 
investing in such endeavors, as the 
flavor of the rice is not that good.

Despite this, seawater rice is 
being sold on domestic e-commerce 
platforms, with many customers 
saying it tastes delicious.

One netizen said, “The name led 
me to think that the rice might be 
salty, but when I tasted it, I realized 
this was far from the case.” Another 
netizen commented, “It tastes 
exceptionally well.”

Liu, from the Qingdao research 
center, said: “The roots of seawater 
rice plants can draw nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium, mak
ing saline soil more fertile. The 
roots also make this soil porous, 
while the microbes that grow in 
them improve bacteria groups,” 
she said.

It is necessary to see the “big pic
ture” regarding seawater rice, 
which is important not only for pro
ducing hundreds of kilos of food, 
but also for turning soil previously 
unfit for cultivation into arable 
land, Liu said.

“That is the most significant point 
of seawater rice — it can help 
increase the amount of arable land 
without diminishing the nation’s 
forests or grasslands,” she said.

Liu Hongzhi, senior researcher 
and vice-secretary-general at the 
Chinese Society for Environmental 
Studies, said seawater rice is one of 
several types of salt-tolerant plants 
that can be used to transform saline 
soil into arable land, with salt-toler
ant grass and beans also fulfilling 
this function.

She said such plants rail perform 
better if land is divided into small 
square areas to conserve water. “We 
need to gain more experience to fur
ther popularize seawater rice,” Liu 
Hongzhi added.

Wei, from the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences, said ways need to be 
found to transform saline soil in the 
northwest of the country into arable 
land. “Seawater rice teams have 
done a good job, but they could face 
a long road ahead,” he said.

Seawater rice has further devel
opment potential, and its water-sav
ing benefits should not just be 
compared with other types of rice, 
but with plants such as potatoes, 
Wei said. Only when they can save 
the same amount of water as potato 
plants will seawater rice plants 
become more popular in the north
west, he added.

With vast areas of saline soil 
being turned into arable land in die 
future, the efforts made today to 
make this possible will mark a sig
nificant breakdirough.

Zhang said seawater rice could be 
used to increase the amount of ara
ble land in China by some 6 or 7 per
cent.

More important, tfiis land could 
be used without it encroaching on 
forests or grasslands. By greening 
previously grassless land, seawater 
rice helps improve the environment 
for everyone, Zhang added.

Yuan, the “father of hybrid rice” 
once said: “Of the 1.5 billion mu (one 
mu equates to 0.67 hectares) of 
saline land in China, seawater rice 
can be grown on 200 million mu. If 
every mu produces 300 kilograms of 
rice, we will have 50 billion more 
kilograms of rice, enough to feed 
another 200 million people.”

The dream of the late scientist, as 
well as that of China’s 1.4 billion peo
ple, is set to be realized.

Left: Researchers at the Qingdao center check rice plants in September.Center: The salt content of rice seeds is examined by researchers at the center in July. Right: Liangyou No 1, a salt-tolerant rice species, rip
ens in Qingdao in September 2020. photos provided to china daily

Yuan set three goals for the pair: 
Seawater rice must be able to with
stand water with a salt content of 
0.6 percent or more, thus saving 
water resources; to be economically 
sustainable; the yield must reach 
300 kg per 0.67 hectares; and the 
total plantation area should be 
more than 6.67 million hectares for 
planting seawater rice to be a sus
tainable industry in China.

The Qingdao center turned to a 
range of innovations to work 
toward these goals, including gene 
sequencing to locate genes that ena
ble the rice plant to tolerate salt and 
alkali, and hybrid breeding to accu
mulate as many salt-tolerant genes 
of a single rice plant as possible to 
reproduce such plants.

The center also signed contracts 
with China Aerospace Science and 
Technology Corp for seawater rice 
seeds to be transported into space. 

The measures adopted enhanced 
the efficiency of breeding seawater 
rice. On Dec 5, the first batch of rice 
seeds grown in space returned to 
Earth with three astronauts on the 
Shenzhou XIV spaceship after 
spending 120 days on China’s space 
station.

The first two goals set by Yuan 
have been met as a result of the 
measures taken.

In 2017, the Qingdao center devel
oped seeds that yielded 620 kg of 
rice per 0.67 hectares in water con
taining 0.6 percent salt. In the past 
four years, the center has planted 
seawater rice on 6.67 million hec
tares of land nationwide, yielding a 
record-high 698.4 kg per 0.67 hec
tares last year.

In addition, Chinese teams have 
received invitations from nations 
with large areas of saline soil to 
share their technologies with them. 

In July 2018, Khaleej Times, 
which is based in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, reported that a team 
of Chinese scientists had started 
harvesting rice in diluted seawater, 
aiming to cover about 10 percent of 
the UAE with paddy fields to
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Top: Seawater rice is harvested at a farm in Lianyungang in Novem
ber. geng yuhe/ for china daily Center: Rice plants and a bowl of rice are 
pictured at the Qingdao Saline-Alkali Tolerant Rice Research and 
Development Center, Shandong province, in September 2017. provid
ed to china daily Above: Farmers prepare to plant rice in Lianyungang 
in June, geng yuhe / for china daily
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have had to face similar challenges: 
aggression, blockades, smear cam
paigns, subversion and attempts at 
isolation. The two countries share 
the conviction that the construction 
of socialism is the way to achieve a 
fairer society, where the full dignity 
of man is at the center of the system 
of socioeconomic development 

Cuba and China are close friends 
that have also worked together for 
the promotion and protection of 
human rights, especially within the 
framework of the Human Rights 
Council and in the United Nations 
General Assembly.

Cuba recognizes China’s efforts to 
safeguard the human rights of its 
people, and notes with satisfaction 
the country’s progress over the past 
10 years. Today, it is clear that 
unquestionable achievements have 
been made, such as the eradication 
of extreme poverty and the first 
steps in the construction of a mod
erately prosperous Chinese society. 

We are certain that under the 
leadership of the Communist Party 
of China, with Comrade Xi Jinping 
at the core, China will continue to 
write new chapters in the pursuit of 
human progress. Over the past 
hundred years, the CPC has 
ensured the protection of the rights 
and interests of the Chinese people 
and served as a guarantor of the 
expansion of the people’s orderly 
participation in politics. 

Under the guidance of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era, Chi
na has an opportunity to adhere to 
the comprehensive development of 
human rights in a new era, without 
renouncing the construction of 
socialism with Chinese characteris
tics. The lines of work for the next 
five years set out at the 20th 
National Congress of the CPC in 
October reflect these purposes, 
which will mark the beginning of a 
new journey toward the construc
tion of a modem socialist country 
and the fulfillment of the second 
centenary goal of building a mod
em socialist country that is pros
perous, strong and culturally 
advanced and harmonious by 2049. 

After the conclusion of the 20 th

against COVID-19 based on its solid 
health system, the development 
achieved by the biopharmaceutical 
industry and the strengths of scien
tific potential.

Cuba and China have a common 
history in upholding the right to 
health and international solidarity. 
Both countries maintain close 
cooperation within the World 
Health Organization, and in the 
context of the pandemic, exchanges 
of medical supplies and mutual 
support in the fight against COVID- 
19 have prevailed. These actions 
give continuity to bilateral coopera
tion in the health sector, which has 
been carried out over 20 years and 
continues to grow. 

China’s role in safeguarding 
human rights transcends its bor
ders. In global human rights gov
ernance, China takes an active role. 
We do not forget that China is one 
of the largest contributors of coun
tries’ development aid. It has 
shown a willingness to share its 
experiences and resources with oth
er countries and regions on the 
basis of equality and mutual 
respect. It has also defended the 
interests of developing countries 
and worked for greater justice, 
equity and accessibility of human 
rights for all.

As a country that practices peace
ful coexistence, China remains com
mitted to peace. China firmly 
safeguards the international system 
with the UN at the center. China 
adheres to a vision of global govern
ance that provides consultation, 
joint contributions and benefits, 
with a vision of comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security. 

In this regard, we welcome and 
support the steps initiated by China 
through the Belt and Road Initia
tive, the Global Development Initia
tive and die Global Security 
Initiative, because they make it pos
sible to advance the building of a 
fair world, the implementation of 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
of the UN’s 2030 Agenda, win-win 
cooperation and promotion of 
international peace and security.

77fa author is the Cuban ambassador 
to China. The views do not necessarily
reflect those of China Daily.

hope that we can pull up before we 
go over the precipice, taking others 
with us as we go,” he said.

At a news conference Tuesday, 
John Kirby, coordinator for strate
gic communications at the Nation
al Security Council, said there is no 
change to the US administration’s 
stance on bilateral relations. 

“We seek a strategic competi
tion with China, we do not seek 
conflict; and there is nothing about 
our approach to this most conse
quential bilateral relationship that 
should lead anybody to think that 
we want conflict,” Kirby said when 
asked about Qin’s remarks.

The United States’ competition 
“means to contain and suppress 
China in all respects and get the 
two countries locked in a zero-sum 
game”, he said.

“If the United States does not 
pump the brakes and continues 
to speed down the wrong path, no 
amount of guardrails can prevent 
derailing, and there will surely be 
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diplomatic paralysis of the Biden 
administration”.

“He is right to fear that, unless 
this changes, the US and China are 
heading toward conflict,” Freeman 
told China Daily.

Unless the two countries can 
return to a focus on their common 
interests and reach a consensus 
about how to manage disagree
ments, their relationship seems 
certain to become increasingly 
unmanageable, said Freeman, who 
served as interpreter when US 
President Richard Nixon visited 
China in 1972.

“I share Foreign Minister Qin’s 

munication, new energies, new 
materials and high-end equip
ment manufacturing.

Data showed that courts across 
the country concluded more than 
2.19 million IP cases between 2018 
and 2022, up 221.1 percent com
pared with the previous five-year 
period.

Given frequent public com
plaints that penalties for IP 
infringements were too low, courts 
nationwide increased punitive 
damages against violators. The 
amount of compensation awarded 
for IP infringement cases in 2022 
rose by 153 percent compared with 
2018, the report said.

Over the past five years, an IP 
court was established at the Hai
nan Free Trade Port in Hainan 
province, adding to three such 
courts in Beijing, Shanghai and 
Guangdong province. The four 
courts w'ere set up to handle the 
rising number of IP cases.

Procuratorate organs nation
wide also attached great impor
tance to IP protection. Offices 
specializing in tackling IP cases 
have been established in procura- 
torial agencies in 29 provincial-lev
el regions, according to the SPP 
work report delivered by Procura
tor-General Zhang Jun.

Prosecutors also worked with 

sees the European Union as a 
comprehensive strategic partner 
and supports European integra
tion, no matter how the situation 
may evolve.

The interactions between China

the China National Intellectual 
Property Administration and the 
National Copyright Administra
tion to jointly solve major or influ
ential IP cases, the SPP report said. 

Data showed that 13,000 offend
ers were prosecuted in 2022 over 
breaches of trademarks, patents, 
copyrights and business secrets, a 
51.2 percent rise from 2018.

Chinese judicial authorities 
have also improved the capacity of 
the justice system to handle cases 
involving foreign entities over the 
past five years, to better serve the 
country’s high-level opening-up.

According to the SPC report, 
courts nationwide concluded 
95,000 foreign-related commer
cial cases and 76,000 maritime 
cases from 2018 to 2022, with a 
total of 10 special courts estab
lished to handle international 
commercial disputes.

With an impartial, efficient and 
transparent maritime justice sys
tem, more foreign entities have 
chosen Chinese courts to settle 
their disputes, it said.

During the same period, Chi
nese prosecutors also endeavored 
to protect the legitimate rights of 
litigants from home and abroad 
while handling more than 20,000 
foreign-related criminal cases, the 
SPP report added.

National Congress of the CPC, we 
are sure that China will work for 
the promotion and protection of 
human rights as part of the process 
of modernization and the rejuvena
tion of the Chinese nation in the 
new era. These efforts wall be 
intrinsically related to the develop
ment of popular democracy 
throughout the process, which was 
one of the new tasks that resulted 
from the National Congress. 

Cuba conceives of public health 
as a fundamental human riglit and 
a responsibility of the state. Start
ing in 1959, policies have been 
established to modify the health sit
uation at that time, and strategies 
were defined for the development 
of the National Health System, 
which today is characterized by 
being universal, accessible, public, 
free and of high qualify throughout 
the country.

Health is a fundamental riglit for 
development, and it depends on the 
broadest political wall and coopera
tion among states. Governments 
have a responsibility to ensure the 
health of their people, which can 
only be achieved through the adop
tion of adequate health and social 
measures. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has demonstrated the need to unite 
to face the virus. In this sense, Cuba, 
like China, opted to preserve human 
life over economic benefits in the 
face of the pandemic, and neither 
country hesitated to offer its hand in 
solidarity to other countries that 
requested help and cooperation. 

In this context, Cuba made signif
icant achievements in the fight 

the two countries provides a driv
ing force for multipolarity.

China-Russia ties are not a 

guardrails,” Roach told China Daily. 
“Guardrails without a restora

tion of some semblance of trust is 
a recipe for failure,” he said.

For Chas W. Freeman, former 
US assistant secretary of defense 
for international security affairs, 
Qin’s comments showed “wide
spread Chinese exasperation with 
the constant barrage of hostile 
comments emanating from the 
US Congress and the apparent 

back on track.
The former Morgan Stanley Asia 

chairman said the amount of dis
trust and animosity is so deep that 
only small steps are realistic at 
this point — like reopening closed 
consulates, restarting student
exchange programs, and relaxing 
visa issuance.

“Small steps can lead to an 
opening of communications and 
eventually mutual acceptance of 

to work with Europe to uphold true 
multilateralism and overcome dis
turbances and challenges to keep 
deepening their comprehensive 
strategic partnership, which has 
entered its 20th anniversary.

The country also hopes that 
Europe, “with the painful Ukraine 
crisis in mind” will truly realize 
strategic autonomy and lasting 
peace and stability, he said.

Wang Yiwei, director of the Cen
ter for EU Studies at Renmin Uni
versity of China, said the EU needs 
to increase its strategic autonomy 
and avoid letting issues such as the 
Ukraine crisis overshadow its ties 
with China, which is committed to 
promoting peace talks.

Also, cooperation with China in 
trade, investment and research 
and development is needed for the 
EU’s drive for “green and digital 
transitions”, Wang said, calling for 
the grouping to view China and the 
bilateral ties in a rational manner.

Innovators in China have been 
given stronger protection over the 
past five years, thanks to greater 
judicial efforts in the intellectual 
property rights field, the countiy’s 
top court and top procuratorate 
said.

From 2018 to 2022, Chinese judi
cial authorities strengthened pro
tection of IP rights to facilitate 
innovation-driven development, 
with harsher punishments for IP 
infringements, according to work 
reports of the Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate and the Supreme 
People’s Court.

The reports were submitted on 
Tuesday to the ongoing first ses
sion of the 14th National People’s 
Congress, the country’s top legisla
ture, for deliberation.

In terms of improving legal ser
vices for innovation-driven devel
opment, courts across the country 
intensified IP protection of key 
technologies and emerging and 
major industries, Zhou Qiang, 
president of the SPC, said while 
briefing national lawmakers on 
the SPC report.

According to the report, judges 
heard a number of cases involving 
high-tech areas such as 5G com-

conflict and confrontation,” Qin 
said.

The foreign minister’s views on 
US-China relations, including his 
guardrails comments, have drawn 
widespread attention beyond 
Beijing.

Stephen Roach, a senior fellow 
at the Paul Tsai China Center of the 
Yale Law School, said that moving 
from distrust to trust is the first 
step in putting the relationship 

Two 
Sessions

na-Russia ties will “grow from A foreign journalist is interviewed on Tuesday, before Foreign 
strength to strength” under the stra- Minister Qin Gang holds a news conference on the sidelines of 
tegic guidance of the two countries’ the first session of the 14th National People’s Congress in Beijing, 
presidents, he said. wang zhuangfei / china daily

China is one of the 
largest contributors of 
countries’ develop
ment aid. It has 
shown a willingness 
to share its experien
ces and resources 
with other countries 
and regions on the 
basis of equality and 
mutual respect.

Resident Jessica Neakarse (left) helps Annie Ibrahim restock a market on Monday after a series of winter 
storms dropped more than 2.54 meters of snow in mountains around Twin Peaks, California, the United 
States. Some residents have been stranded in the area for more than 10 days and are running low on food, 
supplies and medicines. California Governor Gavin Newsom has declared a state of emergency in 13 counties 
due to the winter storms, mario tama / getty images / afp
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Answering a question on wheth
er China and Russia will drop the 
use of the US dollar and euro in 

Foreign Minister Qin Gang their bilateral trade, the foreign 
asserted on Tuesday the firmness of minister said that “whichever cur- 
the Sino-Russian relationship, say- rencies are efficient, safe and credi- 
ing that the cooperation between ble should be used” 

“Currencies should not be trump 
cards for unilateral sanctions, still 
less a disguise for bullying or coer-

threat to any country, nor are they cion,” he added.
subject to any interference or dis- Speaking on China’s relations 
cord sown by any third party, Qin with Europe, Qin said the nation 
said at a news conference on the
sidelines of the first session of the
14th National People’s Congress.

The bilateral relationship is
based on non-alliance and non
confrontation, and is not targeted
at any third party, he said, adding and Europe are an independent 
that those “inclined to view the choice, made entirely based on 
ties through the lens of Cold War their strategic interests, and Clii-
alliances see nothing but their na-Europe ties are not targeted at, 
own image". subjugated to or controlled by any

Qin’s remarks came days after third party, he said.
his meetings with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and foreign
ministers of other nations. They
met separately on the sidelines of
the G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meet
ing in New Delhi, India, earlier this
month.

During the meeting with Lav
rov, both sides expressed hope to
step up communications, and also
exchanged views on the Ukraine
crisis.

“The more unstable the world
becomes, the more imperative it is
for the two countries to steadily
advance their relationship,” Qin
said on Tuesday, noting that their
cooperation helps ensure global
strategic balance and stability. Chi-

Rights: Governments responsible 
for ensuring health of their people
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“There’s still a long way to go in telling 
the Chinese story to the world in an effec
tive manner,” she said.

cities along BRI routes, in particular dia
logue and exchanges with those in Europe 
and in West Asian and North African coun
tries, thus boosting the resonance and com
mon language with countries along the 
routes,” he said.

Poverty alleviation
According to a 2019 World Bank report, 

“BRI transportation projects could help lift 
7.6 million people out of extreme poverty” 
(those earning less than $1.90 a day), and 
“32 million people from moderate poverty” 
(less than $3.20 a day).

Gu Xueming, president of the Chinese 
Academy of International Trade and Eco
nomic Cooperation in Beijing and a mem
ber of the 14 th CPPCC National Committee, 
said, “The Belt and Road Initiative originat
ed in China, but the opportunities and 
results it has brought belong to die whole 
world.”

He added that looking back on die past 
10 years, BRI construction has maintained 
great vitality, and die initiative has 
responded to the needs of the times via Chi
na’s role and contribution.

Gu cited the example of a Chinese compa
ny that invested in a pharmaceutical factory 
in the West African country of Mali under 
the China-Africa Public Health Plan. With 
the start of mass production at the factory, 
Mali not only ended its history of reliance 
on imported drags but also significandy 
reduced the price of medication in its home 
market. At die same time, the factory' gave 
rise to die development of upstream and 
downstream industries, Gu said.

“When we are looking ahead, the pros
pects are bright and the tasks are mount
ing. This requires substantial efforts in BRI 
construction, more Chinese wisdom and 
Chinese solutions, and a high level of Chi
na’s opening-up in order to build a commu
nity with a shared future and improve 
global governance,” he added.

Hu Sishe, former vice-president of the 
Chinese People’s Association for Friendship 
with Foreign Countries and a member of 
the 14th CPPCC National Committee, said 
it is necessary to further improve person- 
to-person contacts between China and 
countries along BRI routes.

He called for full play to be given to the 
role of existing friendships between Chi
nese and foreign sister cities, along with 
more sister city exchanges and coopera
tion under the context of the BRI to build a 
solid foundation for exchanges at the local 
level between China and participating 
countries.

“I recommend piloting more dialogue 
and exchanges with historic and cultural

z °

put rose from sixth largest in the world to 
second largest, and it lias become a major 
trading partner of more than 140 countries 
and regions, according to die Ministry of 
Commerce. Between 2013 and 2021, China’s 
annual contribution to global economic 
growth averaged 38.6 percent, larger than 
the combined contribution of the Group of 
Seven countries.

Although the global economy has contin
ued to suffer from the impact of the COVID- 
19 pandemic in the past year, major 
international exhibitions such as the Can
ton Fair and the China International 
Import Expo were held as scheduled, pro
viding highlights amid the global economic 
downturn, experts said.

Yang Guangbin, a member of the 14tii 
CPPCC National Committee and dean of the 
School of International Relations at the 
Renmin University of China, said, “Instead 
of taking a winner-takes-all approach, Chi
na is sincerely committed to building the 
Belt and Road together in order to promote 
the common development of countries 
along the routes.

“China has proved its ability by co-found- 
ing the buildup of the Belt and Road Initia
tive and the Asia Infrastructure Investment 
Bank, and the community with a shared 
future for humanity it advocates is also an 
approach to adjusting the established 
world order that features some inequalities.

series of planned major events 
high on the schedule of China’s 
diplomacy at home — especially 

. one to celebrate the Belt and Road 
Initiative’s 10th anniversary — will further 
convince the world of the country’s sincerity 
and policy consistency in terms of opening- 
up to the outside world and bolstering glob
al prosperity, veteran officials and scholars 
told China Daily.

These policy insiders are attending the 
annual two sessions in Beijing as members 
of die 14th National Committee of die Chi
nese People’s Political Consultative Confer
ence, the country’s top political advisory 
body.

In recent months, officials from the Min
istry of Foreign Affairs have confirmed that 
China will work with various parties to host 
a major diplomatic event this year — the 
third Belt and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation.

They said China is willing to take the 10th 
anniversary of the Belt and Road Initiative 
as an opportunity to look back and build on 
the BRI’s achievements, draw up a blueprint 
and further advance its high-quality devel
opment with the attendees.

President Xi Jinping first proposed the 
two most important components of the Belt 
and Road Initiative — the Silk Road Eco
nomic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime 
Silk Road — in 2013.

The first and second Belt and Road 
Forums for International Cooperation were 
held in Beijing in 2017 and 2019, respective
ly, bringing together dozens of foreign heads 
of state, government leaders and chiefs of 
key international organizations, such as the 
United Nations.

Some countries have already responded 
positively to news of this year’s Belt and 
Road forum.

During a meeting last month, Emmanuel 
Bonne, diplomatic adviser to French Presi
dent Emmanuel Macron, told Wang Yi, a 
member of the Political Bureau of the Com
munist Party of China Central Committee 
and director of the Office of the Central For
eign Affairs Commission, that France is will
ing to earnestly participate in the forum.

China has already signed more than 200 
cooperation documents with 151 countries 
and 32 international organizations to build 
the BRI, doubled its trade in goods and 
increased its direct investment in countries 
along the initiative’s routes by 80 percent.

Prospering together
When he met with a Soutii Korean entre

preneur in Beijing last month, Liu Jinsong, 
director of the Foreign Ministry’s Depart
ment of Asian Affairs, said that in addition 
to the third Belt and Road Forum for Inter
national Cooperation, China will host the 
annual Boao Forum for Asia and the China- 
ASEAN Expo this year.

“These major events will provide impor
tant platforms for China to deepen 
exchanges and cooperation with other 
countries”, and “businesses from Asian 
countries are enjoying multiple enabling 
factors in their cooperation with China”, Liu 
was quoted as saying in a news release on 
the Foreign Ministry’s website.

Chinese officials and scholars said open
ing to the outside world is a win-win situa
tion for both China and its foreign partners, 
and by China spreading its arms and reach 
to the world, both sides enjoy many mutual 
benefits.

From 2001 to 2021, the first 20 years after 
China’s accession to the World Trade Orga
nization, the country’s total economic out-

Path to modernization
In October, the report to the CPC’s 20th 

National Congress made it clear that the 
Chinese path to modernization is one that 
“follows the path of peaceful development”. 

Scholars said this viewpoint is conducive 
to convincing the international community 
of China’s consistent dedication to global 
stability and prosperity.

China is the only country in the world 
that has enshrined its adherence to the 
path of peaceful development in its consti
tution, and it is the only one of the “five 
nuclear-weapon states” that has pledged 
not to be the first to use such weapons.

China has never taken the initiative to 
provoke conflict or war, let alone resort to 
force or the threat of force, Chinese diplo
mats said in recent public speeches, adding 
that the country’s development has always 
represented a growing force for peace in 
the world.

Jia Qingguo, a member of the 14th 
CPPCC National Committee and director of 
the Institute for Global Cooperation and 
Understanding at Peking University, said 
that this method of achieving moderniza
tion via the path of peaceful development is 
“based on history and reality” and it con
tributes Chinese wisdom to the solution of 
human problems. It rebuts the Clash of Civ
ilizations theory and the stereotypical 
belief that “a powerful nation will surely 
become a hegemony”, Jia said.

“More than 70 years after the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China, the CPC and 
the Chinese people, who have endured 
major sufferings, know well die rarity of 
peace and the value of development, and 
they take it as tiieir lofty duty to promote 
world peace and development,” he said.

He added that in the face of the challenge 
of a growing deficit in global peace, devel
opment, security and governance, Presi
dent Xi proposed the Global Development 
Initiative in 2021 and the Global Security 
Initiative last year.

These “provide a Chinese solution for the 
common development and progress of all 
countries in the world”, Jia said.

Il$

Experts say forums on 
BRI and other issues 
will promote stable 
and safe interaction. 
Zhang Yunbi reports.

id)

Improving world governance
Experts said China’s participation in the 

reform and strengthening of the global gov
ernance system and its commitment to 
genuine multilateralism — as manifested 
by the fresh initiatives and road maps for 
coordinated global efforts — are helping to 
advance global governance and making it 
more fair, just and reasonable.

“The established global governance 
model is currentiy challenged and seems 
unsustainable, and a new global govern
ance model needs to be explored in a coor
dinated approach,” said Liu Xianzhong, a 
member of the 14th CPPCC National Com
mittee and director of the Department of 
Russian History and Culture at the Insti
tute of Russian, East European and Central 
Asian Studies with the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences.

“Countries should resort to reconcilia
tion and resolve global governance issues 
in the spirit of building a community with a 
shared future. Only when the world is a suc
cess can China be successful. A better China 
also contributes to a better world.”

Liu said China’s economy is deeply inte
grated with the global economy, having a 
high degree of interconnectivity and inter
dependence in industries with many coun
tries around the world.

“China’s unswerving pursuit of a mutual
ly beneficial, win-win opening-up strategy 
will enable the country to benefit from driv
ing forces worldwide for its development, 
and the pursuit also allows China’s develop- 

China has become an important player in ment to better benefit the world,” he said.
perfecting the established order.” In the field of politics and security, Liu

Observers have noted that the interna- stressed tiiat countries should not engage 
tional situation has become increasingly in cliques and group confrontation, and 
complex at a time when global peace and they should mobilize global resources to 
development are facing serious challenges, address global challenges and promote 
including the spillover effect of the linger- greater global development.
ing Ukraine crisis and US coercion and ver- “The success of one country does not nec-
bal attacks on China. essarily mean the failure of another. Flex-

Zhao Mei, a senior research fellow with ing military muscle frequently is a 
the Institute of American Studies at the Chi- hegemonic approach that can only lift 
nese Academy of Social Sciences and a stones and hit one’s own feet,” he said. “No 
member of the 14th CPPCC National Com- country can seek its own absolute security 
mittee, said, “The external environment for on its own. No country can achieve its own 
China’s economic development is facing security without the security of the world.” 
dire challenges, and world peace and devel- Yang, from the Renmin University of Chi-
opment are undergoing the most severe na, noted that the Chinese path to moderni- 
tests since the end of the Cold War.” zation, “bearing the genes of Chinese

She pointed out that “the changes in Chi- civilization, has brought new values and 
na-US relations are the most prominent elements to the new international order” 
part of the changing global landscape not He noted that the socialist system witii 
seen in a century. At present, China-US ties Chinese characteristics has learned from 
are faced with serious challenges, and the some of the successful economic manage- 
international community also has many' ment experiences of developed countries, 
misunderstandings about China’s develop- and it lias stood out in globalization.
ment and China’s path for development.” “The Chinese experience provides a Chi- 

The National Security Strategy Report nese solution and Chinese inspiration for 
released by the Biden administration last developing countries that want to develop 
year claimed that China “harbors the inten- while maintaining tiieir independence,” he 
tion and, increasingly, the capacity to said, 
reshape the international order in favor of 
one that tilts the global playing field to its Contact the writer at 
benefit”, Zhao noted. zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn
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It’s not news that many of the 
newly elected deputies to the 14th 
National People’s Congress come 
from rural areas. But I’ve noticed 
that among them, an increasing 
number of people choose to 
return to the countryside after 
university or working in cities. 

They believe that they’ve made 
the right choice. What’s more, you 
can tell they are proud to be farm
ers with fresh ideas.

Sun Chunmei, a deputy with 
the Jiangsu province delegation, 
returned to the village where she 
was born in Nantong city to raise 
chickens in 2006 after quitting 
her well-paid job in the provincial 
capital of Nanjing. She said she 
has witnessed the transformation 
of basic infrastructure and the 
environment in rural areas in 
recent years. 

“Farming has become a well-re
spected profession. People in the 
cities are now jealous of us,” said 
Sun, who set up a farm and got 
involved in agritourism in 2011. 
“Also, after seeing the changes in 
rural China and opportunities in 
the agricultural sector, many 
young people have shown an 
interest in becoming formers.” 

Having seen firsthand the 
improvements made in rural are
as, I cannot agree more with Sun. 

As a reporter, I’ve traveled to 
many places around China to 
write, including many villages. In 
the past, I had to prepare myself 
to endure poor telecommunica
tion networks and travel on rug
ged roads. Now, I no longer have 
such concerns.

As the country embarked on 
the plan to lift all rural residents 
out of absolute poverty, village 
infrastructure such as roads, 
housing and telecommunication 
networks were upgraded. Now, 
when people travel to most villa
ges in China — no matter how 
remote — they see roads in good 
condition and new, beautifully 
decorated houses. 

Country life has been changed 
forever. With access to 5G net

works and improved logistics, vil
lagers can easily buy and sell 
things online and keep up with 
the latest technologies. At the 
same time, promoting agricultur
al products on the internet has 
become the new norm, helping 
ensure produce can be sold for a 
good price.

With these advancements, peo
ple can enjoy the charms of coun
try life without having to give up 
the comforts of city life. 

Furthermore, with the right 
skills and technology, farming can 
be very profitable, so it’s not sur
prising that young people, many 
of whom associated rural areas 
with poverty and inconvenience in 
the past, have changed their 
minds.

The success of poverty allevia
tion has laid a solid foundation 
for rural vitalization, which will 
make China’s countryside more 
appealing in the future. Mean
while, by attracting more talented 
individuals to villages, rural areas 
can become better developed. 

Wei Qiao, another deputy from 
Jiangsu, also decided to quit her 
job at the Chinese Academy of Sci
ences in Beijing in 2017 and 
returned to Zhenjiang city to start 
an agricultural machinery cooper
ative and a rice form. As an expert 
in soil studies, she believes in put
ting theory into practice after see
ing the importance now attached 
to modernizing agriculture. 

“Making the decision was never 
easy, but I’ve made it work. Now, 
business at both the cooperative 
and the form has picked up. We 
need to support talented youth 
who want to get involved in agri
culture so that they can remain in 
the villages and enjoy a good life,” 
Wei said.

During my visits to forms 
around the country, I’ve seen how 
much there is to learn about the 
technology used in modern form
ing and how much effort formers 
have made to ensure good har
vests. Young people who opt for 
an agricultural life no doubt have 
to roll up their sleeves and get 
busy, but the improvements made 
to rural areas now make this 
endeavor worthwhile.

By YIFAN XU in Washington 

yifanxu@chinadailiiusa.com

tives and children. Presented with 
the prospect of a stable job, many 
migrant workers chose to work at 
Shi’s company.

As business expanded, the com
pany set up five more factories in 
three counties in western Hunan. 
Shi also set up product design teams 
and opened both brick-and-mortar 
and online stores in a number of cit
ies around the country to promote 
their work.

Nowadays, embroiderers can earn 
a stable income ranging from a few 
thousand to 10,000 yuan a month, 
and are able to live a life “carrying 
their babies on their backs, embroid
ering flowers and supporting diem
selves and tiieir families’: 

By FENG ZHIWEI in Changsha 

and JIANG CHENGLONG

Chungsai, member of 
the CPPCC National 
Committee, director of 
the National Fire and 
Rescue Administration 

On average, rescu-

A u

Jiang Liplng. mem
ber of the 14th 
National Committee 
of the CPPCC, vice- 
chairman of the Cen
tral Committee of the 
Taiwan Democratic 

Self-Government League
The reunification of both sides of the 

Taiwan Straits has gained popularity 

among the people. The motherland's 

arms have always been open to Taiwan. 

With respect, caring and the spirit of 
benefiting compatriots on both sides of 

the Straits, the mainland has promoted 

economic and cultural exchange, as well 
as cooperation and integrated develop
ment across the Straits. I belia/e that 

this family bond can bridge the shallow 
waters between the two sides.

Su Hua, member of 
the CPPCC National 
Committee, vice-pres
ident of the China
Vocational Education 
Association

Vocational educa
tion is closely associated with socio

economic development and is 
important to boosting employment 
and entrepreneurship, and to deepen

ing happiness. We should increase the 

percentage of vocational schools that 

confer bachelor's degrees to allow 
vocational students to pursue higher 

education and to remove the hurdle of 
the requirement of an academic 

degree for jobs. That way, vocational 
school graduates will enjoy wider 

opportunities for development and a 
bright future.

ers with the National Fire and Rescue 

Administration carry out one rescue 
every 15 seconds. They save more 

than 400,000 people every year. The 

administration has taken on more 

duties and missions since the latest 
institutional reshuffle in 2018. Now, 
grassroots fire control squads and 

stations are on standby around the 
clock. They are on duty and ready for 
battle all the time. We will work hard

er to bolster rescue capabilities to 

better safeguard lives and property.

Xue Qkun,/VPC dep
uty and president of 
the Southern Univer
sity of Science and 
Technology 

In the past, our 
economy wasn’t 

strong, and many of our scientists’ most 

interesting ideas could not come to frui
tion. But new, we have the resources 
and conditions to tackle some of the 

biggest scientific problems in the world. 
The strategy of invigorating China 

through science and education is open
ing up more opportunities for scientists 

and educators.

SunZezhou.WPC 
deputy and head 
designer of several 
deep-space probes 

The spirit of inno

vation and enterprise 
is the secret behind

China's rapid rise in the field of lunar 
and Mars exploration. Before the 

Chang'e 3 mission, scientists and engi
neers overcame a great number of tech
nical difficulties to develop the probe's 

autonomous obstacle-avoidance and 
lunar-night survival technologies, which 

paved the way for China's first attempt 
to soft-land a craft on lunar soil.

“Don’t leave your relatives and 
friends at home behind when you 
get rich.”

So she started her second compa
ny making Miao embroidery, a tra
ditional handicraft of the Miao 
ethnic group in western Hunan. In 
Shi’s eyes, it had a great potential.

She hired four practitioners of 
Miao embroidery as instructors, 
and encouraged left-behind women 
and female migrant workers to join 
the company.

All received paid training for 
three months, after which they were 
able to choose to work at the compa
ny or complete orders at home, 
which would give them the ability to 
take care of their farms, elderly rela-

ward at a very fast pace,” he said.
Expressing his confidence in the 

Chinese economy, Gupta foresees 
no economic recession for China 
any time in the near future and said 
that 2022 had been a difficult year 
largely due to the transmissibility of 
the Omicron variant.

“There had to be so many more 
clampdowns, and that really hurt 
consumption. But despite that, the 
Chinese economy grew much faster 
than the US economy,” Gupta said. 

On Jan 17, China’s National 
Bureau of Statistics released a 
report showing that GDP grew by 3 
percent over the previous year. Nine 
days later, the United States Com
merce Department revealed that US 
GDP grew by 2.1 percent during the 
same period.

Gupta suggested that China look 
at its growth both from a short- and 
medium-term perspective, adding 
that the government needs to sup
port consumption without exacer
bating imbalances.

He specified that from a short
term perspective, as the two ses
sions examine economic issues 
through a 12-month window, the 
government should intervene in 
the property sector without condi
tioning developers to believe that 
they can expect a bailout whenever 

By 2021, the company employed 
1,400 people, was helping 1,272 poor 
families and permitted 300 migrant 
worker parents, who had been 
forced to leave their children to find 
work, to be employed locally.

In terms of the product design, 
Shi’s team has integrated elements 
of cultural heritage with fashion 
and has created 300 lines, including 
clothing, bags and handicrafts, 
which are becoming popular with 
the youth domestically as well as 
with big international brands.

In 2018, Shi arranged an exhibi
tion of Miao embroidery in Paris. A 
month later, designers from Hermes 
created 12 Miao embroidery pieces 
with Shi’s company, which were dis
played at the Bordeaux Fashion 
Show.

“I was unaccustomed to rural life 
when I returned from the city. I was 
impetuous, like many urbanites, 
chasing material things,” Shi said. 
“But I was gradually taken in by 
country life and began to think that 
the things I had cared about before 
weren’t that important. Rather, it 
was the simple life that relaxed me.” 

Shi stressed that she greatly val
ues the notion of everyone working 
toward the same goal, just as she 
and her employees are doing.

EM
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Shi Jia attends the first session of the 14th National People’s Con
gress in Beijing. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

This could be a year of robust 
growth for China’s economy, accord
ing to an economic and trade expert 
in Washington.

Sourabh Gupta, a senior fellow at 
the Institute for China-America 
Studies, told China Daily ahead of 
the two sessions that after three 
years of COVID-19 pandemic con
trols, the goal for China this year is 
above-average economic growth.

The two sessions introduce the 
coming year’s plans for policies in 
areas including the economy, mili
tary, trade, diplomacy' and the envi
ronment.

“I’m expecting growth some
where in the range at or above 6 per
cent minimum. And that’s a good 
enough number. But I think China 
should really strive for a 7 or 8 per
cent target, if that’s possible,” Gupta 
said.

“Making money for just myself, or 
making money for myself, my relatives 
and people in my hometown? That’s 
the obvious difference between the 
kind of entrepreneurship I did before 
and the kind I do now?’

That was 38-year-old Shi Jia’s 
response when she compared what 
she did before — running a lucrative 
engineering company for over a dec
ade — with her current and “much 
more meaningful” job of helping 
1,900 women in her home tillage 
prosper by making traditional 
embroidery that is sold worldwide.

The entrepreneur, who is also a 
deputy to the 14th National People’s 
Congress, comes from Shilan town, 
Hunan province. Her life changed in 
2017 when she finally decided to 
quit her company, which was net
ting an annual revenue of around 25 
million yuan ($3.6 million) at the 
time.

“That was definitely a hard deci
sion,” Shi said. “But my attitude 
changed after the town official and 
my parents repeatedly pushed me to 
come home, especially my parents. 
They were among the earliest pio
neers of entrepreneurship in our 
town, but they persuaded me to give 
up my company and come home to 
help the other villagers prosper.” 

She said that her parents told her,

Because people 
will begin spend
ing again after the 
pandemic, he 
believes the main 
area of growth 
will be consump
tion.

“It’s the gov
ernment's role to

support consumption in the econo
my and support economic growth 
without exacerbating existing lega
cy imbalances,” he said, noting that 
the central government has decided 
to support the property sector, 
address some of the balance sheet 
deficiencies of local governments 
and, most significantly, “go ahead 
with the new round of structural 
reform and opening-up”

All of that, Gupta said, is intended 
to create “a virtuous cycle of 
growth” which is “going to be the 
priority focus this year”

He also sees social spending as a 
priority, but one that is much longer- 
term.

“Things like the common pros
perity campaign, it’s a longer-term 
campaign, and this is really not the 
year for a great amount of spending 
on social protection. It’s more about 
really getting the animal spirit in the 
economy moving, and moving for-

Contact the writers at
jiangchenglong@
chinadaily.com.cn

they encounter leverage and debt 
issues.

Similarly, the central govern
ment should support local govern
ments, but this should be done 
within the necessary fiscal envel
ope so that China can keep a tight 
ship fiscally.

“But also, one mustn’t lose focus 
of the medium- and longer-term. 
And that means continuing with 
structural reform, particularly 
reform and opening-up internation
ally, and that’s very important if Chi
na does want to transition to a more 
advanced, higher-productivity 
growth model,” Gupta said.

“From a medium-term perspec
tive, it’s very, very important that 
China move to a more consumption
centered economy,” he added, with 
“the government itself moving from 
being a player on the production 
side of the economy to being a play
er on the consumption side of the 
economy’:

“And in this regard, it is important 
that the government engage in far 
greater spending in terms of social 
protections over the medium term.”
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Silence over pipeline blasts questioned

Nord Stream explosions timeline
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California ‘done’ with Walgreens over abortion pill
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of the crime scene investigation 
with Russia.

October: After preliminary 
investigations, Denmark and Swe

den say they believe the pipelines 
have been sabotaged.

SOURCES: MEDIA REPORTS 

COMPILED BY XU WEIWEI

By LIA ZHU in San Francisco

liazhu@chinadailyusa.cmn

on Friday that it won’t dispense mife
pristone used in medication abortion 
for early stages of pregnancy in 20 
states. That was after the company 
received a letter signed by attorneys 
general from 20 Republican-led 
states, including Texas and Alaska.

However, Walgreens changed its 
statement on Monday to a more 
general tone: “Walgreens plans to 
dispense Mifepristone in any juris
diction where it is legally permis
sible to do so,” the company said 
in a statement. “Providing legally 
approved medications to patients is 
what pharmacies do and is rooted in 
our commitment to the communities 
in which we operate.”

It is unclear whether the company 
will provide the abortion pill in the 
20 states. Walgreens is one of the 
largest pharmacy chains, operating 
about 9,000 retail stores in the US. 

Some online comments indicated 
that many people were disappointed 
by Walgreens’ decision and said they 
will take their business elsewhere. 
Another major pharmacy chain, Rite 
Aid, said that it was evaluating its 
ability to dispense mifepristone.

ByMAYZHOU in Houston

maysdwu@chinadailyusa.com

Oberg, director of the Transna
tional Foundation for Peace and 
Future Research.

Croatian security expert Mirko 
Vukobratovic told Xinhua that the 
alleged involvement of the US 
Navy in the Nord Stream explo
sions was “not impossible”

The United States has the most 
to gain from the destraction of die 
pipelines, Josep Puigsech, a Span
ish political expert at the Autono
mous University of Barcelona, 
told Xinhua.

“I increasingly believe diat die 
incident that led to the breaking 
of the gas pipeline was the result 
of an action by the United States,” 
Puigsech said.

The Kremlin said on Monday it 
was for all shareholders to decide 
whether the Nord Stream pipe-

has already had a negative impact on 
my reproductive health.”

The lawsuit, Zurawski vs State 
of Texas, was brought by the Cen
ter for Reproductive Rights. It 
seeks clarity regarding when doc
tors can provide abortions under 
die state’s exception for “medical 
emergencies” to protect the life 
and health of the pregnant person. 

Zurawski, from Austin, was 
denied an abortion after she expe
rienced pre-term pre-labor rup
ture of membranes at 18 weeks of 
pregnancy. Three days later, she 
developed life-threatening sepsis 
that caused one of her fallopian 
tubes to become permanently 
closed, compromising her future 
ability to have children.

Lauren Hall, from the Dallas 
area, discovered at 18 weeks that 
her fetus wouldn’t develop a skull, 
and continuing the pregnancy 
posed severe risks to her. She was 
denied an abortion and had to 
travel to the Seattle are for one.

lines damaged should be moth
balled.

Sources familiar with the plans 
told Reuters last week that the 
raptured Nord Stream 1 and Nord 
Stream 2 pipelines, built by Rus
sia’s state-controlled Gazprom, 
were set to be sealed up and moth
balled because there are no imme
diate plans to repair or reactivate 
them.

Asked about the report at a regu
lar briefing, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said: “Of course, 
this is a decision that should be tak
en collegially by all shareholders.” 

He also said the Kremlin would 
not issue any recommendations 
to Gazprom regarding the future 
of the undersea pipelines.

BERLIN — Despite their own 
heavy losses, European countries 
— especially Germany — have 
remained silent over the blasts 
that destroyed the Nord Stream 1 
and 2 pipelines in September and 
subsequent investigations.

Since the investigative journal
ist Seymour Hersh exposed the US 
Navy’s involvement in the explo
sions on the US portal Substack 
last month, more and more 
experts have questioned Europe’s 
atypical, collective silence.

According to Hersh, a US Pulit
zer Prize winner, US Navy divers 
in June planted the remotely trig
gered explosives that destroyed 
three of the four Nord Stream 
pipelines months later.

Europe’s largest economy, Ger
many, has been particularly 
affected by the energy crisis due to 
the end of gas supplies from Rus
sia. However, the country’s gov
ernment, like its allies, has 
refrained from talking about the 
explosions in public.

A German government spokes
person refused to comment on 
Hersh’s article at Xinhua’s request 
at a news conference last month. 
At the same time, German media 
have widely moved to discredit 
Hersh’s article.

Once proved that the pipelines 
were indeed blasted by the United 
States, it would overturn the 
European public’s recognition of 
the current narratives by the 
West, which claimed that Europe
an infrastructure was “under the 
threat of Russia”, said Li Xing, pro
fessor of development and inter
national relations at Denmark’s 
Aalborg University.

That the US Navy was involved 
in the Nord Stream pipelines 
explosions last year, as alleged by 
Hersh, was an “economic war” 
against its submissive allies in 
Europe, Jan Oberg, a Swedish 
expert, told Xinhua in an interview. 

“One must wonder when the 
Europeans will wake up and final
ly understand that they no longer 
share interests with the US,” said

Meanwhile, in Texas five women 
who sued the state on Monday claim
ing that they were denied abortions 
despite grave risks to their lives or 
their fetuses, shared their stories at a 
news conference in front of the state 
Capitol on Tuesday.

Texas law bans abortion after a 
fetus heartbeat could be detected 
— usually at six weeks when many 
women aren’t aware they are preg
nant. Exceptions are allowed when a 
physician determines there is risk of 
“substantial” harm to the mother, or 
if the fetus has a fatal diagnosis.

However, a potential prison term 
of up to 99 years, $100,000 in fines 
and the loss of medical licenses has 
made some doctors unwilling to pro
vide abortion services even in cases 
allowed by law.

“Texas officials claim the bans they 
passed protect ‘life: but there’s noth
ing pro-life about them. I nearly died 
as a direct result of the antiabortion 
restrictions in Texas,” said Amanda 
Zurawski, lead plaintiff in the law
suit. “What’s more, they put the lives 
of my potential future children at 
risk, as the damage done to my body

California won’t do business with 
the major dragstore chain Walgreens 
because the company said it wouldn’t 
dispense abortion pills in some states 
with strict abortion laws.

“California won’t be doing busi
ness with @walgreens— or any 
company that cowers to the extrem
ists and puts women’s lives at risk. 
We’re done,” California Governor 
Gavin Newsom tweeted on Mon
day, days after Walgreens made its 
announcement

The US Food and Drug Admin
istration (FDA) in January made 
a regulatory change to allow retail 
drugstores to dispense the abortion 
pill mifepristone. The decision is gen
erally viewed to potentially expand 
access to abortion through drugs. 
Walgreens said it would get certified 
to be qualified to dispense the pill.

But caught in the fight over abor
tion rights and under pressure from 
antiabortion lawmakers and poten
tial lawsuits targeting dispensation of 
abortion pills, Walgreens announced
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CAIRO — Archaeologists in Egypt 
have unearthed a sphinx statue they 
say has “a smiley face and two dim
ples”, near the Hathor Temple, one 
of the country’s best-preserved 
ancient sites, the tourism and antiq
uities ministry has announced.

It is the latest in a series of discover
ies revealed over the past few months. 

The sphinx-shaped statue repre
sents one of the Roman emperors 
wearing a Nemes headdress, which 
is the striped head-cloth typically 
worn by pharaohs, and a cobra on 
the forehead.

The limestone artifact, believed to 
be a stylized representation of an 
ancient Roman emperor, was found 
inside a two-level tomb near the 
temple in southern Egypt, the min
istry said on Monday.

Next to the “beautifully and accu
rately carved” sphinx, researchers 
found “a Roman stele written in 
demotic and hieroglyphic” scripts, 
the ministry said.

Once fully deciphered, the stele 
may shed light on the identity of the 
sculpted ruler, whom the Egyptian 
research team said could be Emper
or Claudius.

Hathor Temple, about 500 kilo
meters south of the capital Cairo, 
w'as home to the Dendera Zodiac, a 
celestial map that has been dis
played at the Louvre in Paris since 

Officials inspect the scene of a multivehicle crash on the M41 freeway in Umhlanga, Durban, South 
Africa, on Monday. Dozens of vehicles lay strewed across the motorway and there were no
immediate reports of any fatalities, rogan ward / Reuters

Telemedicine as example
Telemedicine is an example, he 

said. China has several advantages in 
developing digitization in healthcare 
and has incentives to follow this path. 
A prominent example of these advan
tages is mobile money, such as Alipay 
and WeChat Pay, he said, but in the 
US people rarely use mobile money.

In China, artificial intelligence, 
big data and the sharing economy 
enable people to get health informa
tion, and at the administration level 
big data is being used to guide pub
lic health policies and inform man
agement decisions, Sylvia said.

China has strong incentives to fol
low that newer path because of the 
large population and disease bur
den, and also because of the low 
marginal cost brought by digital 
health technologies, he said.

“There may be large costs of 
developing these technologies ini
tially, but using those at scale is very 
cheap. So these digital technologies 
are inherently low marginal costs. 

“The high-income countries may 
have an advantage in developing 
frontier technologies, but they’re 
constrained in their use of those 
technologies in the existing systems.” 

There are huge advantages in inte
grating digital technologies into 
health systems, for instance, using 
telehealth to expand access and 
reduce overcrowding particularly in 
remote areas, using artificial intelli
gence to guide medical and manage
ment decisions to address some 
inefficiencies, and using data to drive 
public health decisions, automation, 
according to Sylvia’s research.

1922, more than a century after the 
Frenchman Sebastien Louis Saulni
er had blasted it out of the temple. 

The country’s ministry of tourism 
and antiquities has also unveiled a 
renovated wing of its oldest muse
um, home to a 16-meter-long scroll 
unearthed last year.

The government aims to draw in 
30 million tourists a year by 2028, 
Agence France-Presse reported.

Agencies contributed to this
story.

Digitizing healthcare, coupled 
with advances in artificial intelli
gence, presents huge opportunities 
to improve efficiency, and China is 
integrating the new technologies 
into its health system faster than 
any other country, a health econom
ics expert says.

China is following a new growth 
path for delivering healthcare by 
adopting such technologies, which 
can lead to “much faster growth and 
productivity” and can be “massively 
beneficial”, said Sean Sylvia, an 
assistant professor of health policy 
and management at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Sylvia’s recent work has focused on 
tiie use of information technology to 
expand access to quality healthcare in 
China. He talked about his research 
at a recent webinar hosted by the 
Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research 
Center at Stanford University.

Digitization means collecting 
health data from various sources 
and putting the data online, and dig
itization in healthcare means the 
ability to use great amounts of data 
in different ways, Sylvia said. “Digiti
zation in healthcare presents really 
important opportunities to improve 
the productivity of China’s health 
system and address inefficiencies 
and expand access to healthcare.”
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‘Guise of peaceful research’ 
Moscow has repeatedly claimed 

that such cooperation represents a 
threat to Russia. Major General Igor 
Kirillov, the commander of Russia’s 
Radiological, Chemical and Biologi
cal Defense Troops, in 2018 claimed, 
“under the guise of peaceful 
research, (the US) is building up its 
military-biological potential”

“The Pentagon has been doing it 
since 2005, working with Ukraini
ans, to quote, ‘eliminate biological 
weapons’ left behind by the Soviets. 
That makes sense,” Fox News host 
Dicker Carlson said in Tucker Carl
son Tonight in March 2022.

“But wait, 2005 was 17 years ago. 
How long does it take to eliminate 
Soviet bioweapons? Seventeen years 
seems like a long time. If you had 17 
years and ample funding from Con
gress, you could probably remove and 
catalog every grain of sand on Waikiki 
Beach. And yet somehow, over that 
same period, 17 years, the Pentagon 
has not finished removing test tubes 
from Soviet-era freezers,” he said.

In feet, the US has an increasing 
number of biolabs around the world. 

The Biological Threat Reduction 
Program of the US Department of 
Defense, or DoD, lias reportedly sup
ported a total of 336 biolabs across 
regions, including Africa, East Europe, 
Central Asia, South Asia, Southeast 
Asia, and the Middle East, as well as 
several biosecuiity labs operated 
directly by the DoD overseas, accord
ing to a report presented by the US to 
the Meeting of the Biological Weapons 
Convention in November 2021.

Undersecretary of State for Politi
cal Affairs Victoria Nuland in last 
March mentioned in a Senate hear
ing that she feared the labs in 
Ukraine would “fell into Russian 
hands”, prompting further suspi
cions on the biological program.

“If nothing bad is happening in 
these biolabs, why are you con
cerned about them felling under 
Russian control?” Scotty A said in 
comments posted on YouTube.

2022
• Feb 7: US President Joe Biden, 

at a joint news conference with Ger
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz, says: 
“If Russia invades Ukraine, there will 
be no longer a Nord Stream 2. We 

will bring end to it."

• Feb 24: The Russia-Ukraine 
conflict breaks out.

• Sept 26: Nord Stream pipe
line explosions occur off the Baltic 

island of Bornholm.

• Sept 27: Former Polish for
eign minister Radek Sikorski, in his 
now-deleted Twitter account, shares 

a photograph of the gas leak, cap

tioned, ‘Thank you, USA."

• Sept 30: US Secretary of 
State Anthony Blinken says: "It’s a 
tremendous opportunity to once 

and for all remove the dependence 
on Russian energy."

• September: Average natural 
gas prices in Europe are over seven 

times higher than prices in the US.

• Oct 10: Swedish Prime Minis
ter Magdalena Andersson says 

Sweden will not share the findings

2023
• January: US supplies of lique

fied natural gas to the EU rise by 
154 percent year-on-year in 2022, 
data shows.

• Feb 8: Award-winning US 
investigative journalist Seymour 
Hersh publishes an article titled 

"How America Took Out The Nord 

Stream Pipeline"

• Feb 21: UN Security Council 
holds a briefing on the Nord Stream 
issue. Zhang Jun. China's permanent 

representative to the UN, calls for an 
objective, impartial and professional 

probe into the matter. Denmark, 
Germany and Sweden say Investiga

tions have not yet concluded.

weapons research, development and 
production infrastructure”, accord
ing to The Jamestown Foundation, a 
Washington, DC-based think tank.

The DTRA and the CTR have car
ried out various “bio-threat reduc
tion projects” in Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Georgia, 
Azerbaijan and Ukraine, according 
to The Jamestown Foundation.

a

C. Asia unit said to be studying pathogens 
that could be used in bioterrorism attacks
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Smiley sphinx statue among 
artifacts unearthed in Egypt

A controversial biological labora
tory in Kazakhstan has caused con
cerns among local residents. The 
laboratory used to be controlled by 
the Soviet Union, but now it is fund
ed and built by the US.

In a suburb near the city of 
Almaty, Kazakhstan, the Central 
Reference Laboratory, which 
opened in 2017, is studying some of 
the deadliest pathogens that could 
be used in bioterrorism attacks.

The facility is a $102 million biose
curity laboratory funded by the Unit
ed States Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency, or DTRA, and the Nunn-Lu- 
gar Cooperative Threat Reduction 
Program, or CTR. The lab is studying 
the highest-risk diseases such as 
plague and cholera, the National 
Geographic channel reported.

TASS news agency last January 
reported that social media speculat
ed that experts in chemical protective 
suits were working near the lab due 
to “a leak of dangerous pathogens”

The lab’s existence has been con
troversial, and the Kazakh govern
ment had previously denied any 
involvement in producing biological 
weapons.

The lab also provides steady 
employment for scientists who 
might otherwise be tempted to sell 
their high-level and potentially 
destructive knowledge to hostile 
groups, said Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Carlton, director of the 
DTRA offices in Kazakhstan, 
according to National Geographic. 

Historically, Kazakhstan moni
tored high-risk diseases in laborato
ries of the former Soviet anti-plague 
system, which fell into severe disre
pair after the fell of the Soviet Union 
and tiie subsequent lack of funding, 
according to the James Martin Center 
for Nonproliferation Studies, a Cali
fornia-based nongovernmental orga
nization that aims to curb the spread 
of weapons of mass destraction.

The US then engaged with this 
former Soviet lab through the CTR 
program. It was not the first time 
the US took over former Soviet bio
logical research.

Beginning in the late 1990s, the 
US started to establish partnerships 
and develop collaborations in the 
field of biological research with a 
number of former Soviet republics 
to seek “to dismantle the former 
Soviet Union’s massive biological

A stone-carved relic unearthed 
during the archaeological 
excavation in Egypt, via xinhua 
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begun everywhere,” said Eric Sellini 
of the CGT general union.

Emmanuel Lepine, secretary
general of the CGT, said last week 
that the aim of blocking fuel deliv
eries was to “bring die French econ
omy to its knees”

injuries that were not life-threaten
ing. Grammy-nominated rapper 
GloRilla performed at Rochester’s 
Main Street Armory, which has a 
seating capacity of5,000.

its military presence there nearly 
20 years after the US-led invasion 
toppled Saddam Hussein. The 2003 
invasion killed tens of thousands of 
Iraqi civilians and led to instability 
that eventually paved the way for 
the rise of Islamic State militants 
after the US withdrew its forces in 
2011. Austin, the most senior offi
cial in US President Joe Biden’s 
administration to visit Iraq, was 
the last commanding general of US 
forces there after the invasion. The 
United States currently has 2,500 
troops in Iraq.

By RENA LI in Toronto 

renali@chinadailyusa.com

the West Bank village of Huwara, 
the scene of a violent rampage last 
week by dozens of settlers seeking 
revenge for the shooting of two Isra
eli brothers. Israeli army and border 
police forces dispersed crowds in 
what the military described as “a 
number of violent riots” near Huw
ara overnight and videos shared on 
social media showed a group of 
black-clad youths attacking a Pales
tinian car before its driver managed 
to pull away.

task force, or set a deadline for the 
publication of the task force’s final 
assessment report

Noting that the disposal of con
taminated water will span a long 
time and involve many uncertain
ties, he said that Japan should allow 
effective international supervision 
of water disposal, address the legiti
mate concerns of its neighbors and 
Pacific island countries, and hold 
meaningful consultations with 
stakeholders.

Canadian physicians and mem
bers of an organization concerned 
about the public health impact of 
firearms expressed their concerns 
in an article titled, “Canada Risks 
Following the Path of the US on Gun 
Violence”

“Canadians — and the world — 
should be concerned,” said the article 
by Canadian Doctors for Protection 
from Guns (CDPG), which was pub
lished on Time.com on March 1.

Canada has long sought to draw 
a clear distinction with its American 
neighbors on die issue of guns. Gun 
ownership is restricted in Canada; 
Canadians must be over age 18 and 
pass a firearms safety course to 
hold a gun license, which must be 
renewed every five years.

Former Canadian Prime Minis
ter Jean Chretien once noted that 
gun control was a “core value” that 
helped to define the “differences 
between Canadians and Americans” 

In wake of a horrific mass shoot
ing in Texas last May, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau pledged to further 
strengthen gun control in Canada 
and keep Canadians safe from gun 
violence.

The Liberal government 
announced the tabling of Bill C-21 in 
late November — firearms-control 
legislation that would freeze the 
importing, buying, selling or other
wise transfer of handguns, which 
would make the bill the govern
ment’s most ambitious gun measure 
in more than 40 years.

The Bill C-21 is welcomed by many 
Canadian health professionals, gun 
violence survivors and their families, 
women’s groups, and community 
leaders alarmed by rising firearm 
violence, which has been on an 
“upward trajectory” in Canada over 
the past decade, according to the 
article.

But they have met with a well- 
organized campaign of opposition 
from Canadian gun lobby and advo
cacy groups.

Opposition parties and firearm 
advocates said it would prohibit 
commonly used hunting rifles 
and shotguns by banning assault 
weapons.

In early February, the Ottawa gov
ernment withdrew an amendment 
to its gun bill about banned assault
style firearms, citing “legitimate 
concerns” about the need for more 
consultation on the measure.

The minority Liberal govern
ment’s move won applause from 
opposition parties and some firearm 
advocates by claiming its a “victory^ 
according to the article.

By JONATHAN POWELL 
in London 

jonathan@mail.chinadailyuk.com

Bus drivers burn flares behind a banner reading in French “on March 7, let’s block everything until
withdrawal" on a bridge in Paris on Monday, thomas samson / afp

in 2017, insisting it was an impor
tant step in securing the nation’s 
pension system.

“If we want to keep this system 
going, we need to work longer,” 
Macron said last month. Unions 
contested this, saying small increas
es in contributions would be enough 
to maintain it.

Government efforts to introduce 
changes in parliament were delayed 
in 2020 by the coronavirus pandem
ic, but returned this year.

Under Macron’s proposals, the 
number of years of contributions 
needed for a full pension will rise 
faster than previously planned and 
wall be set at 43 years from 2027.

The pension reform bill is now 
being debated in parliament, and the 
alliance seeks to push it through with
out activating a controversial clause

HOUSTON
1001 South Dairy Ashford Suite 100 

Houston, TX 77077

Tel: 713-595-7660 

CANADA I TORONTO
4711 Yonge Street, 10th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario, M2N 6K8 

Tel: 416-481-5706

facilities, ignoring the advice of the 
IAEA and the opposition from both 
home and abroad, Liu said, calling 
Japan’s move “an extremely' irre
sponsible act that has drawn grave 
concerns from the international 
community”.

Stressing that Japan’s plan to 
dump contaminated water into the 
ocean is not the only feasible way of 
disposal, Liu said Japan should not 
use the assessment from the IAEA 
technical task force as a free pass for 
its discharge plan.

He urged Japan not to distort the 
reports of the IAEA task force to jus
tify its discharge plan, or ignore the 
authoritative suggestion from the

JAPAN

New rocket destroyed 
after engine failure 
Japan’s new medium-lift rocket 
failed on its debut flight in space 
on Tuesday after the launcher’s sec
ond-stage engine did not ignite as 
planned, in a blow to its efforts to 
cut the cost of accessing space and 
competing with Elon Musk’s Spa- 
ceX. The 57-meter-tall H3 rocket, 
Japan’s first new model in three 
decades, lifted off without a hitch 
from the Tanegashima Space Cen-

MIDDLE EAST

Israeli settlers clash
with Palestinians
Israeli settlers and Palestinians 
clashed overnight on Monday near
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China on Monday urged Japan 
again not to arbitrarily start dis
charging nuclear-contaminated 
water from the Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear power station into the 
Pacific Ocean.

Liu Jing, deputy director of the 
China Atomic Energy'Authority, told 
a meeting of the International Atom
ic Energy Agency Board of Governors 
in Geneva that Japan’s discharge 
plan is not the country’s private mat
ter, but concerns the global marine 
environment and public health.

Liu said the IAEA has neither 
completed its assessment of Japan’s 
plan nor drawn specific conclusions, 
and all its three reports published so 
far pointed out the plan’s noncom
pliance with the agency’s safety stan
dards and suggested improvement. 

The contaminated water is the 
byproduct of cooling the plant’s 
nuclear reactors following the 
strong earthquake and tsunami in 
March 2011.

More than 1.3 million metric tons 
of radioactive water is now stored in 
around 1,000 tanks at the site, which 
means its release into the ocean 
could take as long as 30 years. The 
water contains over 60 radionuclid
es, which will be carried through the 
ocean to all parts of the world in a 
decade, causing unforeseeable harm 
to die marine environment and peo
ple’s health, experts said.

However, Japan has arbitrarily 
approved its own plan and expedit
ed the construction of discharge

“extremely irresponsible act” of push
ing ahead with its discharge plan 
despite international opposition.

He urged Japan to respond to the 
concerns of the international com
munity and refrain from arbitrarily 
discharging contaminated water 
into the ocean.

Such water disposal is a highly 
controversial issue that needs to 
be seriously and prudently 
addressed by the international 
community and IAEA member 
states, Li said.

China will participate in the rele
vant work of the IAEA with a strong 
sense of responsibility, Li added.

In Beijing, Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning urged 
Japan to consult with stakeholders 
and relevant international organi
zations about its discharge plan.

She made the remarks at a news 
conference when asked to comment 
on media reports that Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said 
last week that the nuclear-contami
nated water will be released into the 
ocean between spring and summer 
this year.

“We have noted relevant reports 
and are gravely concerned. In dis
regard to the strong concerns of 
people in Japan and the rest of the 
world, the Japanese government is 
set on pushing through the ocean 
discharge plan despite its obliga
tions under international law. This 
is an irresponsible act that will 
endanger the global marine envi
ronment and people’s health,” Mao 
said.

“Canada must be wary of such 
firearm exceptionalism,” the article 
said.

The Trudeau government has 
looked to regulate firearms more 
strictly.

Canada has the third highest rate 
of fireaim homicide among popu
lous high-income countries, after the 
US and Chile. It has the ninth high
est age-standardized rate of firearm
suicide among men in the world.

The country has experienced 15 
mass shooting events in the past 
decade. It reported 1.1 million regis
tered handguns in 2020, an increase 
of 71 percent from 10 years earlier. 

Unlike the US, there is no consti
tutional protection to own firearms 
in Canada. Almost two-thirds of 
gun crimes in urban areas involved 
handguns. Canadian police often 
point to smuggling from the US as 
the main source of handguns.

Meanwhile, more Americans, 
including President Joe Biden, have 
called for similar bans in the US. 
Biden has called on Congress to pass 
a bill banning assault weapons, fol
lowing a string of mass shootings 
in California that killed a total of 18 
people in late January.

H owever, outlawing assault weap
ons also feces little chance of passage 
in Congress. The Republicans that 
control tiie House of Representa
tives have shown “little appetite” for 
the issue of reducing gun violence, 
accorciing to The Guardian.

The Time article said the gun 
lobby’s interventions in Canadian 
politics are not new, but in recent 
years their “rhetoric and tactics” 
have more closely mirrored Ameri
ca’s gun lobby.

“Targeted campaigns have sought 
to discredit firearm victims and 
their families, doctors and public 
health experts alike who have spo
ken out about firearm harms,” said 
the article.

Canada needs to “re-center” the 
public health imperative amid the 
politics, the article says, suggesting 
that scientific evidence and public 
health consensus favor comprehen
sive gun control laws, and that they 
are effective at saving lives.

“Canadians must not fall victim 
to disinformation. Comprehensive 
bans on weapons that can injure and 
kill many people in a short period 
of time can and do save lives,” the 
article said

“Moreover, they placed citizens 
and politicians alike on a permanent 
path to viewing firearm law not as a 
threat to personal freedoms, but as 
tiie foundation upon which public 
health responses to gun violence — 
with the end goal of safer communi
ties — are built”
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ter, a live-streamed broadcast by 
the Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency showed. But upon reaching 
space, the rocket’s second-stage 
engine failed to ignite, forcing mis
sion officials to manually destroy 
the vehicle 14 minutes into the 
flight.

‘Irresponsible act’
Li Song, China’s permanent repre

sentative to the United Nations in 
Vienna, also decried Japan’s

IRAQ

Pentagon chief makes 
unannounced trip
US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
made an unannounced trip to Iraq 
on Hiesday in a visit an official said 
was aimed at showing that Wash
ington was committed to keeping
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Stampede in New York 
leaves 2 dead, 8 injured
A stampede that took place after a 
concert in Rochester, New York, on 
Sunday night left two dead and eight 
injured, media reports said on Mon
day. Local police found three women 
badly injured in the stampede, two 
of whom have died, with the third 
remaining in critical condition, 
according to local police. Besides the 
three women, seven others from the 
event were taken to hospitals with

that would bypass a parliamentary 
vote but risk fueling more protests.

French citizens back strikes over 
the issue, with a poll by Elabe survey 
group showing 56 percent support 
for rolling strikes and 59 percent 
backing the call “to bring the coun
try to a standstill”.

Previous polls have revealed how 
deeply unpopular the proposed 
reforms are in general, showing up 
to 80 percent of the population is 
opposed to pushing the retirement 
age back to 64.

Parties on both the left and right 
have vowed to block the pension 
reforms, and Macron’s centrist alli
ance needs the support of lawmak
ers from the conservative 
Republicans party to make up a 
majority that would allow the 
reform to be pushed through.

Bringing to a ‘standstill’
Workers have vowed to “bring the 

country to a standstill” over the pro
posed changes, reported AFP. “We 
are going into a higher gear,” CGT 
chief Philippe Martinez told the 
French weekly Le Journal du Dim- 
anche. “The mobilizations will con
tinue and grow until tiie 
government hears what workers are 
saying.”

President Emmanuel Macron 
first proposed the plan to raise the 
retirement age when he was elected

S.y

Fuel deliveries, 
public transport 
hit as unions take 
to the streets

A worker stands near tanks used to store treated radioactive water on 
Friday at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, hiro komae / ap

Canada doctors’ group: 
Don’t follow US down
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Union officials said protesters aim 
to “bring France to a standstill” in a 
sixth wave of strikes over tiie govern
ment’s plans to raise tiie pension age 
from 62 to 64 which began early on 
Tuesday.

More than 1 million people hit the 
streets in more than 260 locations 
nationwide, according to a source 
cited by Agence France-Presse.

Industrial action has hit a range 
of sectors, including schools, air
ports, energy plants and refineries. 
Unions warned that there would be 
“rolling strikes” on public transport 
that could disable parts of the coun
try for weeks, which is a step up 
from the daylong strikes seen since 
January.

‘T call on all the country’s employ
ees, citizens and retirees who are 
against tiie pensions reform to come 
out and protest en masse,” the head 
of the CFDT union Laurent Berger 
told France Inter radio station on 
Monday.

Ministers had warned that the 
action would have a major impact 
on public transport services, with 
almost all scheduled intercity send
ees canceled.

The National SNCF rail network 
advised commuters that just one in 
five of its high-speed trains would be 
operating, while city metro line 
operators alerted passengers that 
suburban services would be severely 
affected.

France’s aviation authority 
DGAC said about one-third of all 
scheduled flights would be can
celed nationwide.

BBC correspondents reported 
that fuel deliveries had been 
blocked from all French refineries 
early on Tuesday. “The strike has
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Private sector economy prioritized at two sessions

Resilient exports keep 2023 trade and growth hopes high
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confidence of private enterprises, 
and furthermore, economic growth 
over the long term,” said Qu Yongyi, 
a researcher at the Institute of 
Industrial Economics of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences.

Specifically, Xi encouraged pri
vate businesses to transform their 
pattern of growth, adjust their 
industrial structure, focus on their 
main business portfolios and follow 
a path of high-quality development. 

Capable businesses should enhance 
their independent innovation and 
contribute more to the nation’s science 
and technology self-reliance as well as 
the commercial application of 
research outcomes, Xi said.

Wang Qinghai, chairman of 
JCHX Mining Management Co Ltd, 
a listed Chinese mining services 
provider, said: “The remarks have 
set private enterprises at ease, see
ing that such support has been and 
will be consistent. They also point 
the direction of how a private tradi
tional company can transform to 
achieve high-quality development.” 

To pursue high-quality develop

ment, Wang said that JCHX has made 
great efforts in shifting from simply 
being a mining contractor in the 
domestic market to a one-stop mining 
solutions provider with a presence in 
many countries and regions involved 
in the Belt and Road Initiative.

“Inspired by such efforts, the com
pany will insist on mine construc
tion and contract mining as its core 
business development foundation, 
and meanwhile transform to 
expand the industrial chain to 
equipment manufacturing, scientif
ic and technological research, 
resource development and trading.” 

Zeng Yuqun, a member of the 14th 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference, and founder and chairman 
of Contemporary Amperex Technol
ogy Co Ltd, the world’s largest elec
tric vehicle battery supplier, said, 
“We are inspired to give full play to 
our policy advantages and market 
advantages to accelerate the devel
opment of new technologies and 
applications of new products.”

According to the Ministry of 

China’s latest efforts to develop 
the private sector economy will 
greatly stimulate higher-quality 
development of private enterprises 
and their market vitality, which will 
further support stabilizing the 
nation’s economic fundamentals 
this year, said company executives 
and industry experts at the ongoing 
two sessions on Tuesday.

They made the comments as 
President Xi Jinping reaffirmed 
the nation’s unwavering support 
for the private sector, pledging 
steps to bolster confidence among 
private businesses and entrepre
neurs, reduce their burdens and 
promote their healthy and high- 
quality growth, during a joint 
group meeting with national polit
ical advisers on Monday.

“The remarks showed that Chi
na’s efforts in driving the growth of 
the private sector is long-term strat
egy rather than a stopgap measure. 
It will stabilize expectations and

2.24 trillion yuan while imports fell 
1.2 percent to 1.77 trillion yuan.

Sector-wise, exports in the pro
cessing trade sector declined by 6 
percent to 768.16 billion yuan, 
while related imports plummeted 
18.3 percent to 395.87 billion yuan. 

Zhou Mi, a senior researcher at 
the Chinese Academy of Interna
tional Trade and Economic Coop
eration, said as the Chinese 
economic recovery picks up speed, 
exports will have a firmer footing 
while imports are also likely to rise 
on the basis of domestic demand 
expansion.

Industry observers said China is 
expected to further tap the potential 
of new business formats and the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership agreement, which took 
effect last year, to shore up foreign 
trade.

Li Kuiwen, a deputy to the 14th 
NPC and head of the Guangdong 
Office of the General Administra
tion of Customs, said Customs 
authorities in Guangdong province,

By CHENG YU
chengyu@chinadaily.com.cn

one of China’s export hubs, will 
implement supportive measures to 
promote high-quality development 
of new business formats, such as 
cross-border e-commerce. They will 
also actively optimize the business 
environment at ports to promote 
stable and high-quality foreign 
trade.

Currently, all 21 prefecture-level 
cities in the province have been 
approved as comprehensive pilot 
zones for cross-border e-commerce, 
he said.

Li Donglin, a deputy to the 14th 
NPC and chairman of CRRCZhuzhou 
Electric Locomotive Research Insti
tute Co Ltd in Hunan province, a sub
sidiary of State-owned CRRC Corp 
Ltd, said the company will deploy 
more resources to develop RCEP mar
kets this year'.

In addition to exporting railway- 
related products to the RCEP 
region, the company plans to enter 
the wind power market in Vietnam 
and provide more railway equip
ment maintenance services for its 
clients in Malaysia in 2023.

Healthier development of private 
enterprises, especially micro and 
small-sized companies, is being giv
en high priority among proposals 
submitted by Shanghai-based dele
gates attending the ongoing two ses
sions in Beijing.

Their suggestions echo the state
ments in the Government Work 
Report released on Sunday, which 
called for encouragement for a 
thriving private sector, develop
ment of micro, small and medium
sized enterprises, and promotion of 
self-employed individuals.

Zhou Tongyu, a deputy to the 
National People’s Congress and chair
man of Shanghai-based conglomer
ate Weida Hi-Tech Holdings Ltd, 
suggested more support for the issu
ance of real estate investment trusts 
that have privately owned industrial 
parks as their underlying assets.

Similar to mutual funds, REITs 
allow investors to earn dividends 
from real estate investments in 
projects like offices, industrial 
parks or highways without having 
to buy or manage the projects.

Most of the currently available 
REITs are backed by State-owned 
enterprises. It is plausible that 
REITs require continued operation, 
construction and investment relat
ed to various property projects with
in the trust. These are the aspects 
that regulators tend to be more cau
tious about vis-a-vis such privately 
owned projects, Zhou said.

Industry and Information Technol
ogy, private enterprises have con
tributed about 50 percent of the 
country’s tax revenue, 60 percent of 
gross domestic product, 70 percent 
of technological innovation and 80 
percent of urban employment.

At the ongoing two sessions in 
Beijing, a group of the country’s law
makers and political advisors have 
also submitted multiple proposals 
on the future development of pri
vate enterprises. The All-China Fed
eration of Industry and Commerce, 
for instance, proposed to make a 
national law to promote the private 
sector economy.

Pi Jianlong, a CPPCC National 
Committee member and head of 
Beijing Jintai Law Firm, said: 
“There are certain deficiencies in 
the protection and support of the 
private sector economy in current 
laws, especially a lack of legislation. 
Seen from a market perspective, pri
vate enterprises still face invisible 
barriers to industry access, especial
ly in sectors such as finance, petrole
um and electric power.”

SMEs should be innovated to address 
the long-term financing difficulties 
confronting these companies.

Most of these technology-fo
cused SMEs need huge input in 
terms of talent and capital during 
early stages. But their tangible 
assets are quite limited, making it 
difficult for them to meet loan 
requirements established by com
mercial banks, Zhu said.

Therefore, the credit rating sys
tem for SMEs should be differentiat
ed from larger ones by simplifying 
the indicators and attaching more 
importance to the SMEs’ actual 
management, he added.

Although the private sector has 
grown into an important engine for 
China’s economic growth, it should 
be noted that privately owmed com
panies’ investment willingness is 
relatively low at present, mainly 
affected by market uncertainties 
incurred by COVID-19 over the past 
three years, said Yu Ruifen, a mem

ber of the 14th National Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference and president 
of snacks chain Lyfen.

In this sense, more efforts 
should be made to address the 
financing challenges faced by 
these companies. Reductions or 
exemptions of social security con
tributions, or government subsi
dies provided to stabilize 
employment — suggestions which 
have been widely proposed by 
business owners — can be consid
ered amid attempts to help con
solidate business confidence.

Ding Zuohong, a member of the 
14th CPPCC National Committee 
and chairman of furniture retailer 
Yuexing Group, said that efforts of 
self-employed individuals should be 
encouraged as they serve as the “cap
illaries” of China’s industrial and 
supply chains. Continued efforts 
should be made to cut or postpone 
payments of certain taxes or fees.

Proposed ‘twin-peak model’ seen 
modernizing rules, deepening reform

Finance Co, said a key source of the 
country’s financial risk has been 
that its sector-specific regulatory 
system sometimes does not accom
modate the integrated business 
trends of the financial industry.

Against such a backdrop, deep
ening the reform of the financial 
regulatory system and building a 
modern financial regulatory 
framework have become necessa
ry, Dong said.

As the new round of financial 
regulatory system reform sets in, a 
“twin-peak model” of financial sys
tem regulation with Chinese char
acteristics will be better brought 
out, Dong said, whereby the PBOC 
will be responsible for monetary 
policy and macro-prudential regu
lation while the new administra
tion and the CSRC will be in charge 
of financial activity supervision.

The plan has also proposed that 
the CSRC, which is now a public 
institution directly under the State 
Council, will be recast into an 
agency directly under the State 
Council.

The National Development and 
Reform Commission’s function 
related to corporate bond issuance 
and review will be transferred to 
the CSRC, as a step to strengthen 
the securities regulator’s duty of 
capital market regulation, accord
ing to the plan.

Experts said the transfer or reor
ganization of functions can go a 
long way toward unifying the 
country’s corporate bond market, 
which would help improve market 
liquidity, reduce transaction costs 
and improve pricing efficiency.

The plan also seeks to advance 
reforms of branches of the PBOC, 
proposing abolishing regional 
branches of the central bank and 
setting up provincial branches.

China’s foreign trade is expected 
to keep growing on the back of 
domestic economic recovery and 
improvement in global demand, 
lawmakers attending the 14th 
National People’s Congress and 
industry experts said on Tuesday.

The better-than-expected export 
performance during the first two 
months of the year has mitigated 
market worries over prospects for 
the sector this year, they said.

Their comments followed official 
Customs data that China’s total 
imports and exports declined 0.8 
percent year-on-year to 6.18 trillion 
yuan ($890 billion) during the first 
two months of the year.

Exports increased 0.9 percent 
from a year earlier to 3.5 trillion 
yuan while imports declined 2.9 
percent to 2.68 trillion yuan during 
the period, resulting in a trade sur
plus of 810.32 billion yuan, which 
expanded 16.2 percent on a yearly

But die threshold for the scale of 
industrial parks should be lowered, 
with more attention directed to 
such parks’ growth prospects and 
profitability. Supportive documents 
should be drafted and the Shanghai 
Stock Exchange may also take the 
lead to allow the trading of such pri
vately backed REITs, she said. 

“As important platforms for the 
real economy and industrial devel
opment, industrial parks are con
ducive to the rapid development of 
micro and small-sized enterprises 
as well as advancing China’s high- 
quality economic growth. Indus
trial parks have also helped to 
build a healthier industrial ecosys
tem within a certain area, making 
due contributions to technological 
innovation and urban construc
tion,” Zhou added.

Zhu Jiandi, an NPC deputy and 
chairman of accounting firm BDO in 
China, suggested that the credit rating 
system for technologically advanced 

during the first two months, con
tributing to around 65 percent of 
the country’s overall foreign trade 
value, which was 1.3 percentage 
points higher compared with that a 
year ago.

Related exports rose 3.1 percent to

basis, the General Administration of 
Customs said.

“The January and February 
export figure was above market 
expectations while that for 
imports was below expectations,” 
said Zhou Maohua, a macroeco
nomic analyst at China Everbright 
Bank.

“The resilience of exports rein
forced market confidence in 2023 
export prospects,” he said, adding he 
believes foreign trade will continue 
to support overall economic growth 
in China during the first quarter.

Zheng Houcheng, director of die 
Yingda Securities Research Insti
tute, attributed the export perform
ance mainly to the soft overseas 
demand and high comparison base 
of last year. He said exports in 
March are likely to continue to face 
pressure from weak external 
demand.

Zhou forecast that China’s 
exports will likely gain growth 
impetus on expected overseas 
demand rebound in the second

ByUUZHIHUA
and ZHONG NAN

ByZHOULANXU
and WANG KE JU

China seeks to set up a new 
national financial regulatory 
administration that will shoulder 
the responsibility of supervision 
over the financial sector minus die 
securities sector, said a reform 
plan submitted to the National 
People’s Congress on Tuesday for 
deliberation.

Experts said the new adminis
tration, if established, would mark 
a significant step in modernizing 
China’s financial regulatory sys
tem, help lift supervision efficien
cy and defuse financial risks.

The proposed administration 
would function directly under the 
State Council, China’s Cabinet. It 
will likely be established along the 
lines of the China Banking and 
Insurance Regulatory Commis
sion, which will not be retained, 
according to the institutional 
reform plan submitted by the 
State Council.

Part of tiie duty of the People’s 
Bank of China, the country’s cen
tral bank — financial holding com
pany supervision and financial 
consumer protection — is pro
posed to be transferred to the new 
administration.

The duty of the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission regard
ing investor protections should 
also be transferred to the new 
body, tiie plan said.

“The establishment of the 
administration would be condu
cive to improving modernized 
financial regulation, ensuring that 
all kinds of financial activities will 
be covered by financial regulation 
pursuant to tiie law,” said Lou Fei
peng, a researcher at Postal Sav
ings Bank of China.

“The proposed administration 
will help fill the regulatory vacu
um caused by blurred oversight 
responsibilities or different regu
latory standards and avoid overlap 
or duplication of regulation. Such 
efforts will ensure financial stabili
ty and guard against systemic 
financial risks,” Lou said.

The Government Work Report, 
delivered to the NPC on Sunday, 
has underlined the need to deepen 
reform of the financial system, 
improve financial regulation, and 
see that all those involved assume 
their full responsibilities to guard 
against regional and systemic 
financial risks.

DongXimiao, chief researcher at 
Merchants Union Consumer

“ j.

6
The proposed 
administration will 
help fill the 
regulatory vacuum 
caused by blurred 
oversight 
responsibilities...”

A containership docks at Qingdao Port, Shandong province. 
YU FANGPING / FOR CHINA DAILY

Shanghai 
delegates

J £

half of the year, when interest rate 
hikes in developed economies are 
seen slowing or ceasing altogeth
er.

According to the GAC, China’s 
general trade increased 1.2 percent 
year-on-year to 4.01 trillion yuan
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specializing in cultivating aviation 
industry talent.

During a news conference on 
March 1, Xu Hongcai, vice-minister 
of finance, said special local govern
ment bonds are important to 
expanding effective investment and 
stabilizing the economy, and vowed 
that appropriate special bonds will 
maintain stable government invest
ment this year.

Facing pressure from the uncer-

tainties of shrinking external 
demand and lingering impacts 
brought by COVID-19, expanding 
effective investment and domestic 
demand is still important this year. 
The special bond support will gener
ate direct benefits in various indus
trial chains and attract social 
investment indirectly, Tan Ying, a 
partner with Ernst & Young, was 
quoted as saying in a report by Secu
rities Daily.

Domestic carriers are ramping up 
efforts to resume more internation
al flights with hopes that the govern
ment will provide more support to 
the sector’s further recovery, as 
there is still a long way to go due to 
the impacts of COVID-19, said the 
civil aviation sector’s members of 
the 14th National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference.

Wang Junjin, president of Shang
hai-based private carrier Juneyao 
Airlines, who is also a member of the 
14th National Committee of the 
CPPCC, said the pandemic has 
caused a significant negative impact 
on the air travel sector and despite 
the sector’s advance on the recovery 
track, many airlines are still facing 
the pressures of debt repayments.

Wang highlighted the need to 
issue more favorable policies to 
support the resumption of interna
tional flights. He said the govern

ment might help strengthen bilat
eral air transport agreements to 
increase the number of carriers and 
flights and encourage more domes
tic carriers to launch international 
flights.

“The government may further 
relax issuing visas to foreign citizens 
and work to expand the range of 
countries where Chinese citizens can 
visit visa-free or by visa-upon-arrival 
for short-term travel,” Wang said.

During the weeklong Spring Fes
tival holiday this year, the number of 
flights operated by Spring Airlines, 
China’s first and largest budget car
rier, reached 88 percent and passen
ger load achieved nearly 90 percent 
of the levels seen in 2019, before 
COVID-19, the carrier said.

Since China resumed outbound 
group tours to 20 selected countries 
on Feb 6, Shanghai-based Spring 
Airlines has designed nearly 1,000 
different products and sales have 
been booming, it said.

By the end of March, Spring Air
lines is expected to operate 82 weekly

CR24 said it recently won the bid 
for the phase-1 project of Jiangxi 
Aviation Vocational and Technical 
College’s Fuzhou campus in Jiangxi 
province.

Covering 200,000 square meters, 
the bid undertaken by CR24 
includes the construction of 14 
buildings on the campus. The 
project is listed in Jiangxi’s five-year 
plan of education and the campus is 
an expansion project of the college

By ZHU WENQIAN 
zhuwenqian@chinadaily.com.cn

ByFANFEIFEI
fiinfeijei@chinadaily.com.cn

flights from nine Chinese cities to 
Thailand, while the number stood at 
162 weekly flights departing from 19 
Chinese cities in 2019.

“We are bullish on the recovery 
potential of the air travel sector, 
fueled by growing demand from 
Chinese travelers. China has a huge 
population and middle-income 
group, which guarantees the further 
recovery of the market,” said Wang 
Yu, president of Spring Airlines and 
a member of the 14 th National Com
mittee of the CPPCC.

“Still, recovery depends on pan
demic management development 
and the capacity of international 
flights,” Wang said.

During the week of Feb 27 to Sun
day, the number of outbound inter
national flights exceeded 1,700, 
jumping nearly 30 percent com
pared with the week of Feb 6 to 12, or 
the first week after China resumed 
outbound group tours. More than 
80 percent of international flights 
were heading to destinations in 
Asia, according to VariFlight, a Chi
na-based civil aviation data service 
provider.

As a member of the 14th National 
Committee of the CPPCC, which

Tire frenzy over metaverse, a 
tech buzzword that promises a 
future where virtual and physical 
worlds are inextricably intercon
nected, is cooling as major tech 
heavyweights are downsizing 
workforces in metaverse-related 
businesses and banking on the 
fest-growing artificial intelligence
generated content (AIGC) sector, 
experts said.

The concept of the metaverse 
refers to a shared virtual environ
ment or digital space created by 
technologies including virtual 
reality and augmented reality.

Companies are becoming more 
rational toward the metaverse, 
which requires large amounts of 
capital input in technology R&D 
and talent training, and improve
ment in related laws and regula
tions, they added. Meanwhile, the 
rapid evolution of generative Al 
represented by ChatGPT is expect
ed to boost the development of the 
metaverse.

Chinese VR headset maker Pico, 
owned by tech company Byte- 
Dance, has reportedly carried out 
a round of layoffs, trimming some 
teams by as much as 30 percent. 
Pico said it is making organiza
tional adjustments and this will 
not affect its normal operations. 
The company has also lowered its 
sales target for 2023, without dis
closing specific numbers.

Tencent Holdings Ltd said it will 
change the hardware develop
ment path of its extended reality 
business by adjusting some teams 
after media reported the gaming 
and social media major was dis
banding part of its extended reali
ty team, which was launched in 
June last year.

A host of foreign tech compa
nies including Meta and Microsoft 
also announced layoffs or stream
lining of their metaverse teams as 
they seek to trim costs amid rising 
fears of a global recession.

ChatGPT, the latest chatbot 
launched by US-based Al research 
company OpenAI, has gained wide 
popularity since its debut in 
November and revolutionized the 
Al field due to its advanced conver
sational capabilities. A batch of 
Chinese tech companies, including 
Alibaba, Baidu and NetEase, are 
scrambling to roll out ChatGPT- 
like Al chatbots or products.

Major tech giants are doubling 
down on the AIGC sector, which 
will have an impact on the invest
ments in metaverse that once 
gripped the global technology 
industry, said Shen Yang, a profes
sor from the School of Journalism 
and Communication and director 
of die Metaverse Culture Labora
tory at Tsinghua University. 

“The popularity of ChatGPT 

Wang of Spring Airlines considers a 
great responsibility, his proposals this 
year suggest that the domestic air 
travel sector should add real-name 
verifications of passengers’ mobile 
phone numbers during the process of 
online flight ticket bookings, and 
flight changes and cancelations, thus 
further guaranteeing public security. 

For example, according to a carri
er which refused to be named in this 
story, last year, 3 percent of its pas
sengers, or nearly 1 million people, 
provided virtual mobile phone 
numbers. In this case, carriers were 
unable to reach passengers in case 
of emergencies.

In addition, Wang proposed to fur
ther improve the working environ
ment of ground employees at 
airports and enrich their confidence. 
For instance, a rest area can be 
reserved for staff members on tar
macs, especially at remote locations. 

Among other domestic carriers, 
Tianjin Airlines said starting March 
24, it will resume flights that con
nect Tianjin and Zhengzhou in 
Henan province with Sydney, which 
will become the first intercontinen
tal regular route resumed by the 
airline.

Having played a pivotal role in 
shoring up economic momentum 
against headwinds in the past few 
years, infrastructure, this year — 
when China has seen many other 
economic engines vrooming again 
fueled by supportive measures in 
various fields — is still seen by 
experts as a key economic driver for 
China over the short term.

Investment in infrastructure con
struction is expected to continue to 
expand in the first few months of 
this year and log a growth figure 
between 10 percent and 15 percent 
in January, said a recent report by 
CITIC Securities.

As a highlighted part in the plan 
issued by the State Council, the 
nation’s Cabinet, in December, the 
role of infrastructure construction in 
expanding domestic demand has 
been prioritized by many high-level 
meetings, said Ming Ming, chief 
economist at CITIC Securities.

Also, buoyed by enhanced special 
local government bond support and 
other financial tools offered by policy 
and commercial banks, infrastruc
ture builders are expected to make 
fester steps in their projects nation
wide in the first half, giving a strong
er lift to industries along the chain 
affected by COVID-19 disruptions 

and other woes in the past few years, 
the report said.

Projects nationwide have been 
reported to be progressing at a fast
er pace since the beginning of this 
year. China Railway 24th Bureau 
Group Corp Ltd (CR24), a State- 
owned contractor, said its construc
tion teams are stepping up efforts 
on key infrastructure projects, with 
many projects listed in local five- 
year plans charting paths for devel
opment.

The SOE, a unit of China Railway 
Construction Corp, said its build
ers working in Ningbo, Zhejiang 
province, have started a key urban 
road project in Cixi, a county-level 
city.

CR24 builders said they had faced 
a series of complicated preparation 
tasks, such as a tight schedule for 
building, transportation and addi
tional arrangement work for neigh
boring networks. Since this year, an 
overall improvement has been seen 
in areas from working efficiency to 
labor supply, significantly pushing 
forward progress.

Currently, its builders are install
ing the first pillar of a rail bridge, 
CR24 said on Friday.

To better address traffic conges
tion issues haunting the city, the 
local government has prioritized a 
plan to build more roads to this end 
in its five-year plan of urban trans

ing and
capacities.

portation and aims to further facili
tate trips between Cixi and neigh
boring areas.

Also, a major milestone is 
achieved by builders in Jiande, Zhe
jiang province, on a key bridge 
project for the Jinhua-Jiande High
speed Railway.

“Thanks to enhanced support 
from the local government and 
accelerated efforts of construction 
workers, many of whom stayed on 
tiie construction site during the 
Spring Festival holiday, and we have 
finished the installation of the last 
pillar of the Xin’an River Bridge,” 
said Lu Chenghua, manager of the 
project team with CR24.

“We are quite encouraged by the 
rapid progress and strive for an ear
lier completion of the project,” Lu 
said.

Connecting the three cities of Jin
hua, Lanxi and Jiande with China’s 
major railway network, the Jinhua- 
Jiande High-speed Railway, which 
is scheduled to open before October 
2025, aims to help cities further 
develop tourism attractions and 
provide a fester link between Zhe
jiang and inland provinces.

Apart from reporting the fester 
progress of projects nationwide, the 
State-owned builder said it is partic
ipating in new projects, especially 
those vital to local development and 
livelihoods.
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around the world has allowed 
people to see the explosive 
growth of Al in recent years, 
injecting fresh impetus into the 
tech industry, given that conver
sational chatbots can be used in a 
wide range of fields,” Shen said. 

“The metaverse and AIGC are 
not antagonistic. Tech compa
nies’ accelerated layout in the 
AIGC segment will give a strong 
boost to the development of vir
tual humans” he said, adding 
that Al technology has played a 
vital role in improving users’ 
interactive and immersive expe
riences in the virtual world.

Global consulting company 
PwC has highlighted the metav
erse as the next frontier and paint
ed a rosy outlook for the 
metaverse-related economy, 
which is expected to grow to $1.5 
trillion in 2030, mainly driven by 
AR and VR technologies that are 
vital components to create a sense 
of virtual presence in the meta
verse.

China will speed up its layout in 
the metaverse sector, bolster the 
construction of new infrastructure 
including 5G, blockchain and 
industrial internet, as well as 
strengthen regulations to promote 
the healthy development of the 
metaverse, said Ren Aiguang, dep
uty head of the science and tech
nology department at the Ministry 
of Industry and Information Tech
nology, at a metaverse industry 
conference last month.

Luo Jun, executive director of 
the China Computer Industry 
Association’s Metaverse Industry 
Professional Committee, said 
both ChatGPT and the metaverse 
require massive data, computing 
power and algorithm support, 
and are highly dependent on Al 
technology. Meanwhile, the 
maturity of ChatGPT-related 
technologies may pave the way 
for the popularization and appli
cation of the metaverse.

Experts said there is still a long 
way to go to realize the vision of 
the metaverse, as the supporting 
technologies, application scenari
os and business models are far 
from mature.

Pan Helin, co-director of the 
Digital Economy and Financial 
Innovation Research Center at 
Zhejiang University’s Internation
al Business School, said the rapid 
development of AIGC and 
ChatGPT-related technologies will 
lower tiie threshold of content cre
ation, which is conducive to build
ing a content ecosystem for the 
metaverse.

He said more efforts should be 
made to expand the industrial 
application scenarios of the 
metaverse and pool more resour
ces into improving cloud comput- 

data processing

By Z HUANG QIANGE
zhuangqiange@chinadaily.com.cn

The construction site of the Xin’an River Bridge on the Jinhua-Jiande High-speed Railway is seen in 
Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, in April. The bridge is being built by China Railway 24th Bureau Group 
Corp Ltd, a State-owned contractor, wu jiani / for china daily
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Passengers board an aircraft at Fuyang Xiguan Airport in Anhui province, in January. During the week of Feb 27 to Sunday, the number of 
outbound international flights in China exceeded 1,700, up some 30 percent compared with the week of Feb 6 to 12 — the first week after 
outbound group tours resumed, wang biao/ for china daily

Domestic airlines hold hope of stronger 
govt support to shrug off COVID impacts
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executive vice-president

of Airbus and CEO of Airbus China

XU: I have a positive outlook for Chi
na’s economy in 2023 as I see recovery 
gathering great momentum, which will 
contribute to global economic perform
ance as well. For the aviation industry, 
the turning point has arrived with a 
strong rebound in both domestic and 
international markets. Although chal
lenges such as mounting energy costs, 
geopolitical disruptions, fragile supply 
chains and global wanning still remain, 
China’s reopening will surely improve 
our capability to resist these risks. 

Moreover, the orders Airbus received 
from China in 2022 have shown that far
sighted Chinese airlines are optimistic 
enough to make investments for a post- 
COVID-19 air traffic recovery and 
growth with long-term vision. There
fore, I believe 2023 is a year of opportu
nities for Airbus to continue developing 
business and cooperation in China and 
maintaining a strong impetus in the 
China market.

WU: The Chinese market has pre
sented strong resilience and potential in 
the past few years. Despite facing a mul
titude of challenges, the government 
remains committed to consolidating 
and expanding the ongoing economic 
recovery. China will remain a key 
growth driver for the global economy. 
China’s vast market and ongoing eco
nomic reforms provide ample opportu
nities for foreign and domestic 
companies alike.

CHUNG: The slowdown of global 
economic growth has brought all sorts 
of uncertainties, but the long-term posi
tive outlook for China’s economy 
remains unchanged. With the adjust
ment of China’s contagion prevention 
measures, we see that the consumer 
market has begun to revive, social and 
economic vitality has been further 
released, and China’s economy has been 
showing its strong resilience and great 
potential.

After 30 years of deep cultivation and 
development, China has become the 
most important strategic market for 
Nippon Paint. We will work together 
with our local partners to provide more 
innovative products and solutions tai
lored to China in 2023, and help pro
mote the construction of high-quality 
economic development in the Chinese 
market.

LECLERC: As the third-largest mar
ket for The Coca-Cola Company, China 
continues to be a strategically impor
tant market that we highly value and at 
the same time, offers long-term oppor
tunities for us. Over the past three years, 
we have witnessed and benefited from 
this market’s strong resilience and 
potential, allowing us to sail through 
and achieve steady business perform
ance. I’m confident that the Chinese 
market will regain its economic vitality 
and unleash more consumption poten
tial in the future.

XU: First, demand for cargo has been 
boosted by e-commerce and global trade 
growth, and it is expected that over the next 
20 years, there will be a need for some
2,440 freighters, of which 880 will be newly 
built. Airbus is confident in providing Chi
nese customers with new and more com
petitive choices such as A350F and creating 
relevant industrial cooperation opportuni
ties with Chinese partners.

Second, the aviation industry represents 
approximately 2.5 percent of global human- 
induced CO2 emissions, while China’s fleet 
size is expected to grow steadily. At Airbus, 
we are committed to reaching net-zero car
bon emissions by 2050. To fulfill these 
ambitions, Airbus will continue to facilitate 
the use of sustainable aviation fuel in China 
to promote the high-quality development of 
China’s aviation industry.

JUANG: HP is innovating with a growing 
portfolio of devices, peripherals, services 
and subscriptions tailor-made for the 
hybrid world. SMEs are critical to China’s 
economic growth and they recognize the 
importance of digitalized business models 
where intelligent, manageable and secure 
PCs and printers are essential. HP is 
focused on delivering the reliable and cost- 
effective solutions users require and work
ing with industry partners to nurture an 
ecosystem that empowers SMEs’ growth 
and aspirations.

The younger generation in China wants 
unique, enhanced experiences in what they 
use and do, and they seek the tools to 
express themselves better and pursue their 
dreams. HP will enable them to do that with 
technology that keeps them creating, learn
ing, communicating and gaming.

CHUNG: Through consumer surveys 
conducted in recent years, we found that 
the pursuit of decorative elements is 
important for young consumers. Mean
while, with the accelerated implementa
tion of China’s dual carbon goals, and the 
advocacy of environmentally friendly' 
housewares consumption, people are more 
concerned about the health and safety of 
indoor environments.

In 2022, we launched new products that 
showcased visual and tactile effects compa
rable to wall materials while maintaining 
paint safety, stain resistance, abrasion resist
ance, high flexibility and easy maintenance. 
This is also the new achievement of Nippon 
Paint’s continuous research for products 
and services, providing consumers with a 
beautiful home experience within their 
reach and bringing new growth opportuni
ties to the coatings industry.

JUANG: The government initiatives 
of high-level opening-up, promoting 
green development and boosting global 
cooperation have reflected China’s com
mitment to keeping pace with the global 
economy and benefiting its citizens. We 
expect more policies to be announced 
this year to foster an even more robust 
and conducive business environment. 
Our China operations remain critical to 
HP and we will continue to strengthen 
our business here by driving innovation 
for our customers, developing a strong 
pool of local talent, as well as forging 
new partnerships with local enterprises 
and communities.

LECLERC: The positive signs of mar
ket recovery and opening-up have given 
us more confidence to continue invest
ing and further grow our business. O'er 
the past 44 years, the Coca-Cola China 
System has invested over $13 billion and 
established a total of 46 plants in China.

WU: China’s four decades of reform 
and opening-up have created huge 
opportunities for companies of various 
sizes, yet China is facing new challen
ges. To succeed in China over the next 
decade, and to effectively manage risks, 
foreign companies will need to craft 
more sophisticated strategies. And 
BCG can help them understand the 
structural shifts underway in China 
and adapt their strategies accordingly.

JUANG: Having been a participant 
and beneficiary of China’s economic 
development, HP has earned the trust 
of millions of Chinese customers not 
only by providing reliable and high- 
quality products and services, but also 
by ensuring we make an impact in 
local communities. Climate change, for 
example, is one of the most urgent 
issues demanding our collective atten
tion and action.

HP fully supports China’s efforts to 
peak carbon emissions by 2030 and 
reach carbon neutrality by 2060. We 
have introduced in China a compre
hensive set of energy-efficient prod
ucts with sustainable materials that 
help our customers to decarbonize in 
their own business operations.

LECLERC: As the first international 
consumption brand that re-entered 
the Chinese mainland in 1979, we have 
greatly benefited from this market. In 
1979, we had only one Coca-Cola prod
uct. Today we have brought a total bev
erage portfolio with more than 20 
brands offering around 100 beverage 
choices to Chinese consumers. The 
Chinese market has now become our 
third-largest in the world. We expect to 
see a more prosperous and vigorous 
business environment. Our determina
tion and commitment to growing 
together with the Chinese market are 
unwavering.

XU: Since green growth is an essen
tial part of high-quality development, 
Airbus, which pioneers sustainable 
aerospace practices and technology, 
aspires to promote the sustainable 
development of China’s aviation indus
try. These ambitions on green growth 
are taken by Airbus not only as challen
ges, but also as obligations and 
opportunities.

In support of the green aviation strat
egy' proposed by China, a major country 
with a strong sense of responsibility, 
Airbus will continue to facilitate the use 
of sustainable aviation fuels for testing, 
delivery and commercial flights along 
with our Chinese partners. Airbus aims 
to cooperate with stakeholders from the 
authorities, industries and academies to 
develop an SAF ecosystem covering pro
duction, distribution as well as 
regulation.

LECLERC: China’s high-quality develop
ment will put forward the segmentation of 
consumers’ needs and consumption occa
sions. These trends have brought opportuni
ties to our business as we’ve been 
strengthening the ‘Total Beverage” strategy, 
providing an enriched portfolio of consum
er-centric beverage offerings to meet diver
sified needs.

CHUNG: Nippon Paint will start con
struction on its new headquarters and 
Asia-Pacific R&D center in Shanghai in 
2023. In the next few years, Nippon 
Paint plans to build a production base 
in Shanghai Pudong New Area featuring 
a product packaging production line 
and storage facilities, inspection center, 
R&D center, innovation center, custom
er experience center and product dis
play center to achieve breakthroughs in 
green product development and innova
tive technologies. The integration of 
intelligent manufacturing will acceler
ate the digitalization and the process of 
new industrialization of Nippon Paint, 
and greatly promote the innovation of 
coatings technology and new product 
launches.

WU: China is shifting its growth model 
from “speed” to “quality’: New opportunities 
are emerging as China’s economy becomes 
more innovative, talent-intensive, consump
tion-driven and green. The country’s indus
trial sectors will have strong demand for 
green technologies to achieve sustainability. 
This is the right time to be in the strategic 
consulting business.

Business leaders of almost every indus
try now need outside help to address com
plex issues seen today, such as digital 
transformation, supply disruption and sus
tainable development. These are all our 
priorities and growth opportunities — we 
bring together advanced tech knowledge 
and ambitious entrepreneurship to help 
clients launch their next big bets and seize 
the opportunities in the China market.

CHUNG: China’s reform and open- 
ing-up have brought the Chinese econ
omy into a whole new phase of 
development For 30 years, Nippon 
Paint has grown and developed togeth
er with the Chinese market, sharing 
the huge dividends brought about by' 
China’s reform and market opening, 
and has achieved tangible develop
ment. Nippon Paint China is head
quartered in Shanghai, with over 70 
production and supply chain bases 
and over 10,000 employees nation
wide. Due to reform and opening-up, 
Nippon Paint has not only gained mar
ket capacity, but also attracted a lot of 
talent and promising opportunities for 
future development.

WU: China’s structural changes pose 
both short-term risks and long-term 
aspirations. Nevertheless, its commit
ment to innovation and openness cre
ates a conducive environment for 
companies to expand and form partner
ships with local businesses, leading to a 
more dynamic market.

To help clients address challenges 
amid their digital transformation, we 
want to leverage our expertise to help 
our clients innovate at scale and deliver 
successful end-to-end digital transfor
mations. China is a global lighthouse for 
digital capabilities. We believe that the 
most ambitious companies in China, 
whether local or multinational, wall still 
have significant opportunities to partic
ipate in international competition by 
tapping into the latest digital 
capabilities.

CHUNG: Guided by our sustainable 
development strategy, Nippon Paint 
adheres to our corporate mission of 
“Refreshing wonderful living spaces” 
and “Building a technology-enabled 
ecosystem with sustainable value crea
tion, and becoming a market leader as 
an integrated coatings solution 
provider’:

We will support the construction of 
urbanization, rural revitalization, low- 
carbon architecture and green building 
materials, vocational skills training and 
digital upgrading, and grow along with 
our partners to contribute to the realiza
tion of better lives for the people and 
the rapid development of China.

XU: The aviation industry, with its 
explosive growth, is both a witness and 
a beneficiary of China’s 45 years of 
reform and opening-up. Before the 
pandemic, China had already become 
the w'orld’s second-largest aviation 
market after the United States. As of 
today, China is the largest single-coun
try market for Airbus commercial air
craft and represents over 20 percent of 
Airbus’ total deliveries in recent years. 
With a fleet size reaching over 3,900 at 
present, China is forecast to increase 
its air traffic by 5.3 percent annually 
over the next 20 years, significantly 
fester than the global average of 3.6 
percent, and is expected to become the 
world’s largest aviation market in
2030.

The supply chain in China has showm 
great industrial resilience and competi
tiveness during the past three years as 
there have been no major disruptions 
in operations even in harsh situations, 
which demonstrates its strong capabili
ty to grasp future opportunities in Air
bus’ ramp-up plans.

Editor’s Note: During the two sessions, the annual sittings of China's top legislature and political advisory body, which are being 
held from March 4 to 13, China Daily is publishing interviews with executives of major foreign enterprises operating in the country. 

Their views below give a glimpse of both their outlooks for the Chinese economy and their business plans for this year.

Wu Chun
managing director & senior partner 

of BCG, managing partner of BCG
Greater China

Eric Chung
CEO of Nippon Paint China

Which business segment(s) of 

your company do you expect to 
see high growth in China this year? 
What are the new trends and 

interesting business opportunities in 

the Chinese market that your 

company might be keen to tap? 
How will you align your business 

strategies with such trends?

China’s top policymakers have 

pledged greater efforts to attract 
foreign capital, widen market access, 
promote further opening-up of 

modern service industries and 

ensure a level playing field for both 

domestic and foreign companies. In 
this context, what measures do you 

expect this year? Will you draw up 
new plans for investment, hiring and 

business expansion in China?

WU: We believe that the government 
will take more effective measures to fur
ther open up the domestic market, 
remove access barriers and level the 
playing field for foreign businesses and 
investors this year. What’s more, we 
launched BCG X last year, a hybrid tech 
build & design unit that brings together 
nearly 3,000 technicians, builders and 
designers.

In 2023, we will promote BCG X in 
China to a wider audience to offer our 
Chinese clients a unique toolbox for 
accelerating digital transformation as 
well as tech and business innovation. We 
will keep working closely with compa
nies, ecosystem players as well as 
research institutes in China. We look for
ward to building a more sustainable 
future in China and across the region by 
working together with our clients and 
partners.

This year marks the 45th 

anniversary of China's 
famed reform and opening-up 
policy. In this context, in which 

areas do you expect more 

progress? How is your business 

likely to benefit?

As China continues to pursue 

high-quality development 
along a Chinese path to moderni
zation, what is your vision for your 

company's business in the 

country? What business opportu

nities do you foresee emerging as 
part of this process?

JUANG: HP’s 40-year journey in 
China has been one of progress, cooper
ation and inspiration. Our business is 
very well positioned to capitalize on 
long-term trends reshaping our indus
try, and China will play an important 
role in our long-term growth strategy. 
We are committed to empowering peo
ple and businesses going forward — 
from redefining the way people work, 
live and play in a more digitalized 
world, to nurturing a vibrant pool of 
local talent, and enabling businesses to 
thrive with a strong technology 
ecosystem.

LECLERC: China’s high-quality 
development strategy demands strong
er insights into the needs of Chinese 
consumers, especially regarding future 
generations and local market trends. 
We have launched a wide range of 
innovative products that combine local 
consumer insights and scalability 
potential, aiming to bring refreshing 
and diverse beverages to our consum
ers. At the same time, we have been 
refreshing our flagship brands and 
products to better provide the next 
generations with timeless and timely 
experiences.

XU: During the past three years, 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Airbus 
has continued to enhance and expand 
its cooperation with Chinese partners 
while upholding a “local for local” strat
egy to build a vertical integration supply 
chain in China. In response to Airbus’ 
latest plan of recruiting more than 
13,000 people globally in 2023, we will 
continue to welcome professionals as 
well as new graduates to join Airbus 
China.

As for the next steps this year, with 
booming demand for air transport glo
bally, Airbus will focus on its industrial 
ramping up. With China’s COVID-19 
policy changes, it will no doubt become 
an indispensable contributor to this 
process.

Given the backdrop of a 

feared global economic 
recession, threats to global supply 
chains and the deep impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, what’s your 

outlook for China's economy and 

your company’s operations in 
China in 2023?

JUANG: HP has been in China for 40 
years. We were one of the first US-based 
companies to establish a high-tech joint 
venture here. And over the past four 
decades, we have grown in China, with 
China and for China.

As we look forward, we see many 
opportunities to build on our success 
and serve the needs of our customers 
and communities. China’s growing mar
ket, rapid technological development 
and advanced industry are paving the 
way for long-term, sustainable growth. 
We will continue to support the digital 
transformation of enterprises and SMEs 
to innovate for our customers and 
enhance the way they work, live and 
play.

Jason Juang
managing director
of HP Greater China

Gilles Leclerc
president of The Coca-Cola Company

Greater China and Mongolia



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/10/2023 4:24:36 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBALEDITION Wednesday, March 8,2023 | 11

COMMENT
Editorials

Cai Meng

US 'CHINA FbLIcr"

G
WFWARIAILIWIMREAT

i

I
ZU

WBULM

Opinion Line

Consumer price inflation target
depends on policy continuity

Meeting would be provocation no matter where
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Trump’s NATO exit talk a pipe dream

‘Interference claim’ makes Trudeau a joke
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What They Say

China upholds multilateralism, common development
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Former US president Donald 
Trump lias said that if he returns to 
the White House he wouldn’t waste 
taxpayers’ money on foolish wars. 
He was clearly referring to the 
Ukraine-Russia conflict, besides 
targeting the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, which he blames for 
not picking up die tab.

Trump lias smartly chosen the 
economy as his main target, which is 
easy to move ordinary voters. His log
ic is dear. The military conflict is tak
ing place in Europe, but European 
nations do not have money to pay for 
it, as a result of which taxpayers in 
the US are pitching in.

Faced with a volatile internation
al situation and rising global chal
lenges, the G2O must rise to the 
occasion, enhance cooperation, and 
contribute its share to global devel
opment and prosperity. 

The G2O countries need to prac
tice true multilateralism, uphold the 
UN-centered international system 
and the international order based on 
international law, and observe the 
basic norms of international rela
tions underpinned by the purposes 
and principles of the UN Charter. 

It is necessary to follow the prin
ciples of dialogue on an equal foot
ing and consensus-building 
through consultation. Global affairs 
should be handled through discus
sion. Not through power politics or 
bloc confrontation. Countries 
should work together to promote 
the sound development of globali
zation, reject unilateralism, protec
tionism and attempts to decouple 
or sever supply chains, and ensure 
the stable and smooth operation of

around 2 percent, a long pursued 
inflation target for major economies. 

China has always made price sta
bility an important macro policy 
goal, strengthening the development 
of the systems for production, sup
ply, storage and marketing of grain 
and energy, and strengthening price 
control on important commodities 
related to people’s livelihoods and 
bulk commodities. Also, it has effec
tively implemented a prudent mone
tary policy and refrained from 
flooding money, laying a solid foun
dation for stable prices. 

Considering that prices still face 
unstable and uncertain factors in 
2023, China’s 3 percent CPI target 
takes into account not only its low 
price increase in the past two years, 
but also imported inflationary pres
sures and possible upward pres
sures brought about by the 
recovery of domestic demand. Chi
na has the world’s most complete

He had applied a similar logic in 
2016, when he asked NATO mem
bers to increase military spending to 
2 percent of their GDP. He even 
called for dismissing NATO and is 
doing so again as he goes about try
ing to return to the White House. 

However, it won’t be easy for 
Trump to return to power using the 
“exit NATO” strategy. During his 
tenure as US president, Trump led 
the US to exit from treaties and 
organizations ranging from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, the Paris 
Agreement, UNESCO and the UN 
Human Rights Council. 

In order to prevent Thump from

Review of the International Mone
tary Fund as scheduled, and conduct 
the shareholding review of the World 
Bank. China supports the African
Union joining the G2O, and looks for
ward to an early decision by the G20. 

International development coop
eration needs to be bolstered. We 
need to support the SDG Summit of 
the United Nations, tackle the cli
mate challenge, and act on the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodi
versity Framework. The consensus 
of the Bali Summit on preventing 
illegal cross-border traffic of waste 
must be earnestly implemented. 

Global development and pros
perity cannot be achieved without a 
peaceful and stable international 
environment. With this in mind, 
China has put forward the Global 
Security Initiative, and issued the 
position paper on the political set
tlement of the Ukraine crisis. China 
will always stand on the side of 
peace, actively promote peace talks, 
and play a constructive role.

LONt-AUM
JURISDICTION

The consumer price inflation tar
get of around 3 percent that China 
set for this year in die Government 
Work Report, as in the past two 
years, will not only help to maintain 
the continuity of its policy targets 
and stabilize market expectations, 
but also show's its determination to 
keep prices stable.

Despite sharp rises in global food 
and energy prices and huge import
ed inflationary pressure, the month
ly increase in China’s consumer 
price index was always less than 3 
percent in 2022, and 2 percent in 
the w'hole year, much lower than the 
8.0 percent in die United States, 8.4 
percent in the eurozone, and 9.1 per
cent in the United Kingdom. 

It was also significantiy lower 
than the 6 to 10 percent CPI growth 
in emerging economies such as 
India, Brazil and Soutli Africa. From 
a five-year or 10-year perspective, 
China’s average inflation rate is also

Then House speaker Nancy Pelosi’s reckless visit 
to the island in August directly pushed the tensions 
across the Straits as well as between China and the 
US to the brink of conflict

Pelosi’s provocation sparked strong condemna
tion from China and prompted it to hold military 
drills around the island as a warning that it would 
not tolerate any attempt to sever the island from its 
motherland.

The no-comment replies from Taipei and Wash
ington suggest that the purpose of the “anonymous 
sources” from the United States in releasing the 
information this time is to test the reaction of the 
Chinese mainland.

Those parties that are trying to probe Beijing’s 
reaction with such unverified reports should save 
the trouble as they should know that Beij ing will by 
no means tolerate any actions in support of “Tai
wan independence”

At present, both Washington and Taipei are try
ing to weave the Taiwan question into the fabric of 
the world’s concerns over the Ukraine crisis in a bid 
to eliminate Beijing’s space to resolve the Thiwan 
question peacefully. But the two issues are different 
in nature.

The Taiwan question concerns China’s sover
eignty and territorial integrity. The consequences 
of any meeting between Tsai and McCarthy will be 
solely on the heads of the secessionists and their US 
patrons.

not supposed to respond with words or actions to 
the US’ damaging smears or deeds.

No independent country can accept such cor
ralling.

Obviously, if not reined in, the US’ containment 
and unfair competition targeting China will run 
wild, and no guardrails will be able to prevent bilat
eral ties from derailing. The only way out for China 
and the US to break the current impasse is that the 
US must rid itself of its strategic anxiety and recov
er its reason and rationality.

Drawing experience from his previous post as 
Chinese ambassador to the US, Qin said the China- 
US relationship should be determined by common 
interests and the shared responsibilities of the two 
countries, and by friendship between the two peo
ples, rather than by US domestic politics or hysteri
cal neo-McCarthyism.

For common interests, we do not need to look 
further than last year’s bilateral trade, which hit a 
record high of $690.6 billion in 2022, according to 
newly released US official data, despite the dark 
shadow cast by the US’ decoupling rhetoric and 
growing hostility toward China.

Not to mention that all the common woes and 
challenges the world is facing today, ranging from 
climate change to the Ukraine crisis, require 
smooth communication and close collaboration 
between Washington and Beijing to address. It is 
high time the US took the right direction to get 
along with China as that would benefit both coun
tries and the world at large.

industrial system and a super-large 
domestic market with huge poten
tial. In particular, it has had bump
er harvests in grain production for 
many consecutive years, and its pig 
production capacity is sufficient, 
basic energy security strong, and 
supply of industrial and agricultur
al products and services abundant. 

With the improvement of its eco
nomic performance, the accelerated 
recovery of its business entities, and 
the smooth circulation of its indus
trial and supply chains, the positive 
factors that help China maintain 
price stability have been on the rise. 

In 2023, the authorities should 
continue to focus on maintaining 
stable prices and strike a balance 
between maintaining economic 
growth and preventing inflation. 
China should keep a close watch on 
price changes to protect people’s 
rice bags and vegetable baskets. 

- ECONOMIC DAILY

A *

iven the global attention as well as the 
significance of China-US relations, it is 
natural that the world’s most impor
tant pair of nation-to-nation ties fea

tured prominently in the news conference 
Foreign Minister Qin Gang held on the sidelines 
of the ongoing session of China’s top legislature 
on Tuesday.

Citing the recent unmanned airship incident as 
an example, Qin gave a succinct account of how the 
US overreacted and allowed the incident to snow
ball into a diplomatic crisis that could have been 
avoided.

The US hysteria over the so-called Chinese spy 
balloon incident is clear proof that the US percep
tion on China has deviated far from the healthy and 
rational track.

As Qin vividly put it, like the first button in the 
shirt being put wrong, the United States, viewing 
China through a distorted lens, not only deems 
China as its primary rival but also the most conse
quential geopolitical challenge. Hence, it is seeking 
to pin China down with various containment and 
suppression policies in a wide range of fields, 
including on the economy, science and technology, 
and geopolitical fronts.

What the US is doing is engaging China in a zero
sum game, which can only produce an all-lose out
come and do a disservice to world peace and stability. 

The US says it is establishing guardrails for 
relations with China and is not seeking conflict, 
but what this means in practice is that China is

leading the US out of NATO, the US 
House of Representatives passed a 
bipartisan law in January 2019 that 
required approval from Congress for 
the US to exit from NATO; the US 
Senate further passed it in December 
2019. Legally speaking, it won’t be 
easy for any US president to lead the 
country out of NATO. In reality, the 
US public lias not benefited in any 
way from their country exiting orga- 
nizations and treaties and might not 
support Trump on this ground either. 
The coming presidential election in 
the US is still uncertain, but it won’t 
be easy for the US to exit NATO. 

-BEIJING NEWS

thin air to divert people’s anger from their failings. 
Trudeau is not the first Western politician to 

make such a claim about China. Who knows how 
China, which they otherwise insist is about to col
lapse, has so much power to interfere in the elec
tions of so many Western nations. And who knows 
why the public in these countries that Western 
politicians otherwise find so hard to convince they 
are the right person for the job are so gullible 
whenever it comes to their scaremongering about 
China.

The “China interference” claims are absurd and 
should be hard for anybody to take seriously. By 
resorting to this farce, Trudeau is only turning him
self into a joke.

Trudeau didn’t offer any support for his allega
tions, of course, but it is easy to know where he 
got his inspiration from. As Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin pointed out, it is 
known that the United States has interfered in at 
least 30 countries’ elections since the end of 
World War II. That includes the 2018 presidential 
election in Venezuela, as revealed by former sec
retary of state Mike Pompeo i n his new book Nev
er Give an Inch.

As for Trudeau, if he wants to stay in power, he’ll 
need to do better than making himself a laughing
stock again by dusting off hoary old “China med
dling” claims.

Editor’s Note: 77ze following are excerpts of remarks by Foreign Minister Qin Gang at the G20 Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting Session I in New Delhi on Thursday last week:

?’■

he headline of a video published on the 
official YouTUbe channel of Canada-based 
Global News on Sept 28 last year 
declared: “2 out of 3 Canadians believe

Trudeau doesn’t deserve to be re-elected.”
Five months have passed but the awkward sit

uation Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
finds himself in does not seem to have improved 
much. The Globe and Mail, citing unidentified 
intelligence sources, reported last month that 
Trudeau’s Liberals were only reelected in the 
2021 election as China worked to defeat Conserv
ative politicians considered unfriendly to Bei
jing.

Since Trudeau said that “all political leaders 
agree that the election outcomes in 2019, and in 
2021, were not impacted by foreign interference” it 
appears that Trudeau is hanging hope on the old 
trick of “blame China” to fix his image problems 
and boost his popularity.

On March 6, he announced that he would 
appoint an independent special rapporteur to 
investigate “alleged Chinese interference in Cana
dian elections”. At the same time, he announced 
separate new probes into “suspected foreign inter
ference” in the country.

It seems whenever things are going in a direction 
that is not in their favor, Western politicians always 
resort to summoning an imaginary threat out of
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ccording to a recent report by the Finan
cial Times, Taiwan leader Tsai Ing-wen 
will meet with US House of Representa
tives Speaker Kevin McCarthy in Cali

fornia next month while on transit to Central 
America.

Tsai has previously made use of her “visits” to 
the few countries in Central America and the Car
ibbean that are still among the island’s “diplomat
ic allies” to have a “transit stay” in the United 
States.

But the situation this year is drastically different 
from that of 2019, when she made her last such trip 
and spent four days on a “transit stay” in the US out 
of an 11-day trip to four Central American coun
tries.

Today, neither Sino-US relations nor the situa
tion in the Taiwan Straits is comparable to how 
they were four years ago. Both are more complicat
ed and fraught with risks, as not only is the Joe Bid
en administration intent on playing the “Taiwan 
card” as part of its strategy to contain China, but 
the secessionist-minded Tsai administration is 
speculating on that

The fight against the COVID-19 pandemic 
should have provided a chance for the two sides 
of the Straits to de-escalate tensions. However, 
due to the collusion between the Tsai administra
tion and Washington, the tensions have only esca
lated.

global industry and supply chains. 
Global development must 

become more inclusive, resilient 
and beneficial for all. The Global 
Development Initiative proposed 
by China has offered a new option 
for stepping up the implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. The G20 should 
build on the good work done in the 
Bali summit, and press ahead for 
greater progress.

Macroeconomic policy coordina
tion needs to be enhanced and food 
and energy security safeguarded. 
China lias suspended more debt 
service payment than any other 
G20 member, and participated in 
the debt treatment under the Com
mon Framework. We hope that 
multilateral financial institutions 
and commercial creditors will be 
actively involved in the debt treat
ment of developing countries. 

Global economic governance 
needs to be improved. It is important 
to complete the 16th General Quota
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Guardrails will fail if US allows ties to be 
hijacked by hysterical neo-McCarthyism
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ccording to the reform plan of 
China’s State Council institu
tions submitted to the first 
session of the 14th National

People’s Congress for deliberation on 
Tuesday, China plans to deepen reforms 
in different sectors including restruc
turing its Ministry of Science and Tech
nology, setting up a national financial 
regulatory administration, and estab
lishing a national data bureau. 

These moves, aimed at improving 
governance capabilities, can help 
inspire the Chinese people to make 
technological breakthroughs, and better 
ensure financial security and data regu
lation.

The State Council institutions reform 
plan is in line with the plan of the reform 
of the Party and State institutions which 
was approved at die Second Plenary Ses
sion of the 20 th Communist Party of Chi
na Central Committee.

The reform of the Party and State insti
tutions is the first major systemic trans
formation on the way to achieving the 
“second centenary goal” of developing 
“China into a great modern socialist 
country that is prosperous, strong, demo
cratic, culturally advanced, harmonious, 
and beautiful” by the middle of this cen
tury. It is also a guarantee for institutional 
stability and progress for the next five 
years and beyond.

First, the reform of the State institu
tions is necessary to implement the spirit 
of the 20th National Congress of the CPC, 
which made clear the designs and 
arrangements for the reform. The report 
of the 20th CPC National Congress says 
that we must resolutely uphold the 
authority of the CPC Central Committee 
and its centralized and unified leader
ship, and make the Party the backbone of 
the people.

The 20th Party Congress report also 

calls, among other things, for deepening 
the reform of the financial system, build
ing a modern central bank system, and 
improving the system of unified leader
ship of the CPC Central Committee. 

The next five years will be critical for 
the comprehensive construction of a 
modem socialist country. And since more 
than four months have already passed 
since the 20th Party Congress, the institu
tional reforms should be quickly and effi
ciently implemented, in order to lay a 
solid foundation for socialist moderniza
tion construction.

Second, the reform of the Party and 
State institutions is necessary for the 
improvement of the socialist system with 
Chinese characteristics, which is a scien
tific system developed by the Party and 
the people. Given the fast-changing times 
and increasing uncertainties, this system 
needs to be continuously adjusted and 
optimized so as to better meet the com
plex and arduous requirements. 

The most important aspect of this 
reform is the implementation of the 
principle of “strengthening the central
ized and unified leadership of the Party”, 
because the CPC leadership is key to 
socialism with Chinese characteristics 
and the greatest advantage of the social
ist system with Chinese characteristics. 

Another important principle of the

Nov 21-25,2022, in Beijing. 
How do we best organize these 

exchanges? The Sino-German Agricultur
al Centre (DCZ), established in 2015 as a 
joint initiative of the agricultural minis
tries of both countries, plays a key role in 
facilitating necessary cooperation. 

Designed to be a central contact and 
information platform, its multi-stake- 
holder approach has helped bring togeth
er actors from politics, science, and 
business from both countries to address 
common challenges and support the sus
tainable development of the agriculture 
and food industry.

Over the past few years, agricultural 
cooperation via the platform of the DCZ 
has addressed a wide range of issues. In 
2019, a Sino-German cooperation project 
on agriculture and climate change was 
launched. Within the framework of the 
project, experts from the Chinese Acade
my of Agricultural Sciences, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, as well as 
German researchers were invited to study 
tours in each other’s country.

Furthermore, a set of best practices 
and policy recommendations on how to 
reduce emissions from agriculture and 
mitigate the effects of climate change 
were developed. German and Chinese 
agri-food stakeholders have also part
nered in the field of agricultural digitali

zation, with a smart agriculture working 
group set up in 2020 and the successful 
launch of a smart agriculture website, 
presenting insights from Germany’s “Dig
ital Experimental Fields”

Other cooperation activities have 
included in-depth professional exchanges 
on environmentally friendly manage
ment practices of animal manure, plant 
breeding and digital tallages.

However, more can be done. Balancing 
food production goals with the need to 
protect our global public goods, including 
our ecosystems and climate, is one of the 
biggest challenges facing both Germany 
and China in the near future. Addressing 
this challenge will require a wide range of 
responses, from innovation in digital 
agriculture to die repositioning of subsi
dies, the promotion of regenerative farm
ing practices, and the creation of a fair 
and stable trade environment. 

By drawing on their respective experi
ences, Germany and China can and 
should develop solutions for jointly over
coming die multiple crises and contrib
ute to building a fair, healthy and 
sustainable food system for all.

And Qin Gang reiterated that China doesn’t 
send arms to any country in the conflict. 

What many Western political leaders and 
people fail to understand is that China’s safe, 
stable domestic environment — as any expat 
living in China like me can testify — is a reflec
tion of the values at the core of its policies, 
which are also embodied in the Global Devel
opment Initiative and Global Security Initia
tive, because they are common values of 
humanity.

While China proposed the GDI, it was 
focused on supplying global public goods to 
help achieve the United Nations’ 2030 Sus
tainable Development Goals, reverse the dam
age done by the COVID-19 pandemic and 
facilitate global economic recovery. 

As the international community came to 
realize during the three years of the pandem
ic, stable and smooth-running industry and 
supply chains are essential to ensuring sus
tainable global development, and it is to sta
bilize the global supply and industry chains 
that China held the Belt and Road Forum for 
International Cooperation in 2017, following 
it up with the second forum in 2019, and will 
hold the third forum later this year. The 
forum is also aimed at promoting global 
cooperation and helping reform global gov
ernance.

And economic cooperation with China 
under the Belt and Road Initiative framework 
lias made it possible for Africa to make 
remarkable achievements, indicating the val
ues of peace and stability, said Dennis Mune- 
ne, executive director of the China Africa 
Center at Nairobi-based Africa Policy Insti
tute. Munene’s message speaks to the much 
broader values of Chinese civilization, and the 
deeply held values of its people and govern
ment.

Yet the Western media seldom mention 
such facts or tell their readers and viewers 
how committed China is to promoting peace 
and development. Instead, quite a few West
ern countries are obsessed with the military 
industrial complex because it earns fat reve
nues for the government — and that’s why 
many Western politicians and profiteers trig
ger wars and conflicts even if they mean sacri
ficing lives and resources.

Many military and political experts say that 
war hawks and profiteers engineered the Rus
sia-Ukraine conflict and are not leaving any 
stone unturned to keep it alive in total disre
gard for the human and material costs. 

In stark contrast to the Western powers, 
China has matched the core objectives of the 
GDI and GSI with its core objectives of peace 
and development. China proposed the GDI in 
April last year. And more than 100 countries 
and regional organizations have supported 
the two initiatives.

China wants to set global examples for 
development and peace in the 21st century 
now that it has risen to the level of a “world 
superpower” in peace. The world has seen 
enough provocations, violence and war. And 
to see development, prosperity and peace, it 
needs to learn from China’s development phi
losophy and development programs.

t is difficult for many to comprehend the 
rather complex juxtaposition of China 
and the United States in today’s world.
What we do know is: China wants devel

opment and peace. Just as Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qin Gang reiterated on Tuesday at a 
press conference that Sino-US ties are vital for 
the whole world, adding that decoupling 
doesn’t serve interests of either country. 

Therefore its time for some countries to 
abandon their Cold War mindset.

Unfortunately, many Western voices contin
ue to project China as “a threat” to the world 
while continuing to interfere in other coun
tries’ internal affairs and launching or trigger
ing wars. China, on the other hand, has not 
started any war or attacked any country in the 
past half a century.

China’s firm anti-war stance is once again 
proved in the Russia-Ukraine conflict. China’s 
message to other governments has always 
been to help end the conflict through diplo
macy. Just as Qjn reiterated on Tuesday, China 
always chooses peace and dialogue.

It is for this reason that German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz’s remark on Sunday that there 
would be “consequences” if China supplied 
weapons to Russia to strengthen the latter’s 
position in the conflict was uncalled for, even 
though he said he was fairly optimistic that 
Beijing would refrain from doing so.

The authors are from the German team of
the Sino-German Agricultural Centre.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

gri-food systems worldwide are 
facing enormous challenges. 
And after steadily declining for 

. a decade, world hunger is on 
the rise again, affecting nearly 10 percent 
of people globally.

At tiie same time, prices of farm inputs 
and food products are rising, exacerbat
ing poverty and food insecurity among 
the world’s most vulnerable populations. 
As a result, creating a world free of hun
ger as set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sus
tainable Development of the United 
Nations appears to be an ever-more dis
tant prospect.

There is no single reason behind the 
current challenges. Rather, we are facing 
multiple, interconnected crises — from 
climate change to loss of biodiversity and 
healthy soil, global pandemics, and wars 
and conflicts in many parts of the world. 

In light of these challenges, the Ger
man Commission on the Future of Agri
culture has developed pathways for a 
sustainable transformation of the coun
try’s agricultural sector. The proposed 
solutions range from creating more envi
ronmentally friendly livestock produc
tion systems to the promotion of organic 
agriculture, and the reduction of fertiliz
ers and pesticides. Efforts at the level of 
the European Union, such as the EU’s 
Green Deal or its Farm-to-Fork strategy, 
also aim to make food systems healthy 
and environmentally friendly, while 
ensuring productivity and fair returns to 
farmers.

In China, agricultural production has 
benefited from the fast rollout of modern 
agricultural machinery, digital tools, and 
innovations in biotechnology, thereby 
helping the country to raise agricultural 
productivity and grain output levels. 
With an annual output of more than 650 
million tons, China has basically been 
self-sufficient in the production of staple 
grains for many years — achievement 
that has helped ease pressure on food 
supplies globally.

Yet neither Germany nor China is 
immune to the crises facing our food sys
tems today. In fact, there are many shared 
challenges that risk undermining agricul
tural production in both countries in the 
medium term. For example, extreme 
weather events linked to climate change 
are becoming more frequent and severe. 
Regions in China and Germany were hit 
by major droughts in 2022. Protecting 
biodiversity and soil health is another 
issue of common concern. China’s “zero
growth” action plan regulating the exces
sive use of fertilizers and pesticides is a 
step in the right direction, but more 
needs to be done.

In Germany, where fertilizer use is sub
stantially lower than in China, farmers 
are now experimenting with new tech
nologies to further improve efficacy and

reduce environmental impacts. 
Moreover, both countries are exploring 

the use of digital tools to tackle rural 
challenges such as a declining farming 
population and rural development. As 
two major agricultural powers, Gennany 
and China have the joint responsibility to 
drive the transformation toward a more 
sustainable, climate-friendly, and fair 
food system that can ensure food security 
for all while at the same time protecting 
our common global goods. 

A constructive exchange and dialogue 
across national borders is indispensable 
to address the challenges we are facing, 
as parliamentary state secretary of the 
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture, 
Ophelia Nick, reiterated at the 8th Sino- 
German Agricultural Week, held from 

reform is to “coordinate the central orga
nizations of the Party, the National Peo
ple’s Congress, the State Council, and the 
National Committee of the Chinese Peo
ple’s Political Consultative Conference, 
and to coordinate the central and local 
governments” In essence, it is aimed at 
arranging the institutions on a “national 
chessboard”, which reflects systemic 
thinking and manifests the key features 
of the socialist system with Chinese char
acteristics.

Third, the Party and State institutions’ 
reform is a necessary step toward pro
moting the modernization of the national 
governance system and governance 
capacity. This is evident from the fact that 
the 2018 reform of the Party and State 
institutions helped improve China’s gov
ernance system.

However, China faces some problems 
on the road to the reforms, such as the 
lack of a unified management system for 
scientific and technological work, inade
quate financial risk prevention capabili
ty, and slow pace of high-quality' 
development. Formalism and bureauc
racy, too, are obstructing the reform. 

To promote the modernization of the 
national governance system and govern
ance capacity and solve the reform-relat
ed problems, implementing institutional 
reform is necessary. The goal is to 
achieve “more scientific leadership of 
the Party in socialist modernization con
struction in institutional settings, more 
optimized functional allocation, more 
perfect system and mechanism, and 
more efficient operation and manage
ment”.

Fourth, the reform of the Party and 
State institutions is aimed at addressing 
tiie complex domestic and international 
and other problems facing China. The 
world is undergoing unprecedented 
changes and faces continued regional tur-

The author is an American writer living in 
China and a non-resident senior fellow at the 
Centerfor China and Globalization.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The author is a professor in the depart
ment of literature and history research at 
the Party School of the CPC Central Com
mittee. The views don’t necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

MT

moil and conflict, which are increasing 
economic and sociopolitical uncertain
ties.

The rise of anti-globalization senti
ments, unilateralism and protectionism is 
becoming more and more apparent. For 
instance, tiie negative impacts of the Rus
sia-Ukraine conflict, which has entered 
the second year, are seemingly growing, 
while the West is continuing to strength
en its containment policy against China. 
In fact, the West’s encirclement of China 
could potentially escalate into a major 
conflict.

As China faces increasing uncertainty 
and unfavorable factors, it should be 
prepared to withstand major challenges, 
for which strong institutions and out
standing institutional advantages are 
needed.

As tiie 20th Party Congress report says, 
the problem of imbalanced and insuffi
cient development remains prominent, 
and there are still many bottlenecks in 
promoting high-quality development. 
Solving these problems requires not only 
top-level design but also strengthened 
organizational leadership, and an institu
tional set-up.

The formation of new Party and State 
institutions in 2023 is expected to 
enhance the Party’s governance capacity 
and leadership level, mobilize the initia
tive and creativity of all sectors of socie
ty, effectively handle domestic and 
foreign issues, elevate the cause of the 
Party' and the country to a new level, and 
facilitate the smooth development of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics in 
the new era.

..

The world is undergoing 
unprecedented changes 
and faces continued 
regional turmoil and 
conflict, which are increas
ing economic and sociopo
litical uncertainties.

Balancing food production 
goals with the need to 
protect our global public 
goods, including our eco
systems and climate, is one 
of the biggest challenges 
facing both Germany and 
China in the near future.

Yet the Western media 
seldom mention such facts or 
tell their readers and 
viewers how committed 
China is to promoting peace 
and development.

China’s diplomacy 
seeks peace, 
development
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endorsed the Bangkok Goals on 
Bio-Circular-Green Economy 
Model. As Thailand’s national 
agenda and homegrown approach 
to promote sustainable develop
ment, the BCG Economy Model, as 
well as the Sufficiency Economy 
Philosophy, aligns well with the 
China-proposed Global Develop
ment Initiative and conforms to 
the United Nations 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. 
Thailand is committed to working 
with China and all partners to pro
mote the new paradigms of 
growth in this region, as sustaina
ble development takes two and 
more to tango. 

Looking forward, new break
throughs and opportunities await 
in 2023. Thailand welcomes the 
convening of the third Belt and 
Road Forum for International 
Cooperation, on the occasion of its 
10th anniversary, and is committed 
to expediting connectivity in the 
region through the advancement of 
the Thailand-Laos-China Connec
tivity Development Corridor. To 
co-chair the Mekong-Lancang 
Cooperation with China in 2023 
and 2024, Thailand is determined 
to build resilience, enhance integra
tion and interoperability, foster syn
ergy among Mekong cooperation 
frameworks and create an enabling 
ecosystem conducive to business 
and innovation in the post-COVID 
era, so that Mekong-Lancang Coop
eration member countries can 
jointly “R-I-S-E” together to over
come challenges and attain win
win cooperation. 

In light of the special bond 
between the two countries, and as 
China’s leading partner in the 
region to achieve high-quality and 
sustainable development, Thailand 
stands ready to deepen comprehen
sive and strategic cooperation and 
looks forward to engaging in more 
meaningful cooperation while ele
vating the cooperation to achieve 
its fullest potential.

Through common endeavors and 
by working hand in hand, new 
heights and milestones will be 
reached as the two countries sail 
toward a new era of bilateral coop
eration in building the Thailand- 
China community with a shared 
future for enhanced stability, pros
perity and sustainability.

The author is Thailand’s ambassa
dor to China. The author contribut
ed this article to China Watch, a 
think tank powered by China Daily. 
The views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.
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phenomenon of delayed marria
ges, the declining marriage rate 
and out-of-wedlock births. It has 
taken corresponding measures to 
address these issues. The Civil 
Code states that children born out 
of wedlock enjoy the same rights as 
children born in wedlock. No orga
nization or individual may harm or 
discriminate against them.

In 2021, die Communist Party of 
China Central Committee and the 
State Council adopted a decision 
to improve birth policies so as to 
promote long-term and balanced 
population development. Accord
ing to the decision, by 2025, China 
will establish a policy system that 
actively supports births with bet
ter services by lowering the costs 
for childbearing, childcare and 
education. Sichuan province’s 
newly-amended regulation on 
birth registration requires no mar
riage certificate for anyone to reg
ister the birth of a baby. This is not 
the first local regulation of its 
kind. Guangdong and Shaanxi 
provinces have also revised their 
relevant regulations so that a mar
riage certificate is not required to 
register a birth. It is foreseeable 
that China will roll out policies to 
encourage marriages and births 
and remove barriers to out-of- 
wedlock births.

With social transformation and 
concept changes, the general pub
lic in China is becoming more 
open-minded. Although the term 
‘leftover lady” still exists, such 
stigmatization is decreasing and 
more and more people tend to 
think whether or not to get mar
ried is a personal choice. As for 
out-of-wedlock births, more and 
more people tend to think it’s a 
personal choice and refrain from 
criticizing them from a moral high 
ground. Looking ahead, the Chi
nese society will embrace all sorts 
of arrangements concerning mar
riage. People will respect and sup
port the other’s right to pursue 
happiness and lifestyle choices, 
therefore making China a more 
inclusive and harmonious society.

family. From 2000 to 2020, the 
number of Chinese women who 
received higher education rose 
from 16.87 million to 154.6 million. 
Women who receive higher educa
tion tend to delay plans to marry 
and raise a family. Also, as their 
incomes rise and awareness 
grows, Chinese women change 
their perspective about marriage 
and family life — they are less 
financially dependent on their 
partners and have higher expecta
tion of the quality of marriage and 
their partners.

This makes them marry later in 
life, consequently raising the pro
portion of unmarried Chinese 
women. Moreover, high real estate 
prices and fierce competition in 
the job market have made the 
younger generation put off mar
riage until they are older, if not 
give up the idea.

It is foreseeable that Chinese 
women will continue to delay 
marriage and the proportion of 
lifelong never-married women 
will further increase. International 
experience tells us that delayed 
marriage has become a global 
trend, be it in developed countries 
or developing countries. 

As the mean age at first mar
riage is continuously rising, it is 
consequently raising the propor
tion of lifelong never-married 
women. For instance, in Western 
Europe, women’s mean age at first 
marriage has risen from 24.1 in
1976 to 30.9 in 2002, and the per
manent celibacy rate during the 
period increased from 6.9 percent 
to 11.4 percent.

The same is happening in Asian 
countries such as the Republic of 
Korea and Japan. China is likely to 
follow in their footsteps, wherein 
women continue to delay mar
riage and the lifelong never-mar
ried proportion rises accordingly 
to a relatively high level. Accord
ing to latest data, the percentage 
of women who are permanently 
childless is also increasing rapidly 
in China. The continuously drop
ping fertility rate and declining 
number of new births, an acceler
ated decrease in the total popula
tion, a shrinking workforce, and 
disappearing demographic divi
dend will have a long-lasting 
impact on the long-term balanced 
development of the Chinese popu
lation.

The Chinese government is 
paying growing attention to the

tion, sports, culture and tourism. 
These visits speak volumes of the 
dynamism and depth of the cooper
ation.

Like with most Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations members, 
economic and trade cooperation 
remains the fulcrum of the bilateral 
relations. In this regard, I would 
like to share several observations 
on the great strides we have made 
in the past year and the outlook for 
the years ahead.

First, China has been Thailand’s 
largest trade partner for 10 consec
utive years since 2013 and bilateral 
trade continues to expand despite 
the impact of COVID-19. However, 
China still enjoys a huge trade sur
plus and there remains room for 
growth to increase the diversity of 
trade products and reap the bene
fits from the Regional Comprehen
sive Economic Partnership 
agreement.

Events hosted by China, such as 
the 6th China International Import 
Expo and the 20th China-ASEAN 
Expo, will help to further strength
en economic ties.

Second, in 2022 China was Thai
land’s largest source of foreign 
direct investment applications 
through the Board of Investment of 
Thailand, with 158 projects and a 
combined investment totaling 
about 77.4 billion Baht ($2.2 bil
lion), constituting around 18 per
cent of total investment value, 
surpassing Japan and the United 
States. BAT), China’s top electric 
vehicle producer, officially made 
Thailand its first passenger car pro
duction hub in Southeast Asia. 
Thailand invites other Chinese 
companies to invest in the indus
tries of the future by utilizing Thai
land’s developed supply chain, 
favorable investment policies and 
strong domestic demand. 

Third, Thailand was China’s larg
est tourist destination in the pre- 
COVID era, receiving in excess of 10 
million visitors a year. After China 
opened its borders, Thailand was 
among the first countries to w;el- 
come Chinese tourists with open 
arms. Thailand welcomes more 
Chinese friends to experience the 
authentic Thai culture through its 
“5F” soft-power, comprising food, 
film, fashion, fighting (Thai boxing) 
and festival.

Last, Thailand and China’s bilat
eral and regional economic poli
cies are highly compatible and 
complementary. During the APEC 
meeting in Thailand last year, the 
two leaders along with other APEC 
member economies jointly 

hina is witnessing fewer 
people tie the knot over 
the past few years, espe
cially since the outbreak 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
2021, the number of Chinese mar
riage registrations fell to 764 mil
lion, from 14.37 million in 2013; 
the marriage rate had decreased 
from 9.9 per 1,000 people to 5.4 
during the period. 

A decline in the number of peo
ple of marriageable age is one of 
the reasons behind falling mar
riage registrations and marriage 
rate in China. From 1980 to 1989, 
the average annual birth stood at 
22.09 million persons while from 
1990 to 1999, the figure declined 
to 20.85 million. 

Delayed marriage is another 
driver of the decline in the mar
riage rate. From 2010 to 2020, the 
average age for Chinese women’s 
first marriage rose from 24 to 
27.95, up almost four years in 10 
years. This delay is also reflected 
in the changed age structure of 
marrying women. Around 56.10 
percent of women who married in 
2010 are aged 20 to 24, and the 
proportion declined to 30.85 per
cent in 2020.

It used to be a societal norm for 
Chinese women to get married, 
but now tiie number of Chinese 
women who never marry in their 
lifetime is rising. According to the 
2010 population census, 5.35 per
cent of Chinese women aged 30 to 
34 years and 0.44 percent of Chi
nese women aged 45 to 49 years 
were unmarried. The proportions 
rose to 9.33 percent and 1.26 per
cent respectively in 2020. The 
term “leftover women”, or 
shengnv, which describes women 
who remain unmarried above a 
certain age, has sparked heated 
debates across China. 

The substantial urban-rural dis
parity is also behind delayed mar
riages in China. Rapid 
urbanization has increased the 
proportion of unmarried women 
in the country’s urban areas. As 
more and more women migrate 
from rural areas to urban areas for 
job opportunities, their perspec
tive on marriage and childbearing 
changes greatly, resulting in 
delayed marriages.

Better opportunities for women 
to receive higher educa
tion and work have f
made them delay plans / \ I 
to marry and raise a 1

Thailand and China are working hand in hand to reach new 
heights and build a community with a shared future
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ince the establishment of 
diplomatic relations 
between Thailand and Chi
na in 1975, the two countries

have cultivated multifaceted coop
eration, reinforced by deep-rooted 
friendship and robust economic 
and cultural ties, aptly described by 
the Chinese saying “Thailand and 
China are one family’: 

This unique bond has weathered 
unprecedented challenges, global 
polarization and economic reces
sion, while maintaining the trajec
tory of positive and deepened 
bilateral cooperation through 
dynamic exchanges between differ
ent sectors at all levels.

President Xi Jinping’s landmark 
visit to Thailand in November 2022 
for tiie APEC Economic Leaders’ 
Meeting, 11 years after his last visit 
as vice-president and his first since 
assuming office as Chinese presi
dent, was most timely and of partic
ular significance as 2022 marked 
the 10th anniversary of the compre
hensive strategic cooperative part
nership between Thailand and 
China. Both sides agreed to 
strengthen cooperation in various 
areas through tiie promotion of 
trade, investment, and infrastruc
ture connectivity7 and customs facil
itation, as well as cooperation in the 
digital economy, new energy vehi
cles and artificial intelligence, and 
promotion of people-to-people rela
tions, especially among youths, 
with a view to fostering friendship 
and understanding between the 
two countries.

The outcomes of the visit laid a 
solid foundation for tiie building of 
a Thailand-China community with 
a shared future for enhanced stabil
ity, prosperity and sustainability. 

Furthermore, Thailand’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minis
ter Don Pramudwinai’s working 
visit to Beijing in February 2023 
and his meeting with Wang Yi, a 
member of the Political Bureau of 
the Communist Party of China Cen
tral Committee and director of the 
Office of the Foreign Affairs Com
mission of the CPC Central Com
mittee, and Qin Gang, China’s 
foreign minister, highlighted the 
robust momentum and close 
friendship shared between the 
high-level officials of the two coun
tries.

During the same month, Thai
land’s ministers of Higher Educa
tion, Science, Research and 
Innovation, and Tourism and 
Sports also led a delegation to Chi
na to enhance cooperation in tiie 
fields of technology, science, educa-

The author is a professor with the 
Institute for Population and
Development Studies at Xi’an Jia
otong University. The author con
tributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

Seeing a decline in marriage and childbirths, 
China is more accommodative of 

‘leftover’ ladies and out-of-wedlock births
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Tiexi boosts business, investment
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Matchmaking event helps
Shenyang prosper with SOEs BMW’s new power battery project is located, in Tiexi.

Shenhe prioritizes organic renewal

Projects covering industry, infrastructure, service, energy and environment signed

By YUAN SHENGGAO

cut 4 4* J

years.

Audience attend a cultural event in Shenhe district.

China-Europe freight train hub launches in city Five leading industries in Hunnan

By YUAN SHENGGAO <
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Tiexi district signed 54 projects 

with a total investment of 83.46 bil
lion yuan ($12.03 billion) at the first 
batch of project signing and con

struction activities held recently in 
Shenyang, Liaoning province. 

Envision Digital, providing innova

tive digital solutions to businesses, 

institutions and governments around 
the world, will invest 20 billion yuan 

to construct a smart battery industri

al base and a zero-carbon industrial 

park to support new energy power 
stations and independent energy 

storage power stations in the Shen
yang Economic and Technological 
Development Zone. 

This is another key industrial 

project that Tiexi has introduced on 

the new energy track after the launch

Shenhe district of Shenyang in 
Liaoning province will prioritize the 

organic renewal of the city, further 
promote the construction of the 

"three core blocks" and focus on the 
development of emerging industries 

and industrial transformation. 

It is making every effort to make 

the "three core blocks" namely the 
historical and cultural block of the 
ancient city, the Caita modern ser

vice center and the southern area of 
the Shenyang Agricultural University, 

into new highlights of urban develop 

ment and construction. 

The historical and cultural block of 
the ancient city strives to build a 

national 5A-level scenic spot and a 

major landmark of Chinese culture. 

This year, it plans to implement 47 
projects with a total investment of 
some 3 billion yuan ($432 million). 

Those include 33 construction pro
jects such as comprehensive 

upgrading of the Shenyang Road, 

renovating Chang'an Temple Hutong 

and Sarryi Hutong, four industrial 
projects including the 1953 Cultural 

and Leisure Block. Tangying Digital 

Museum, and Liu Laogen Grand

A total of 49 projects in Hunnan 

district of Shenyang, Liaoning prov
ince. were signed on-site with a total 

value of 85.5 billion yuan ($12.32 
billion) at the first batch of project 
signing and construction activities 
held in the city in Northeast China. 

Jointly developed by China Rail
way Investment and Hunnan dis
trict, the comprehensive 

development project at the Start
up Zone of the Shenyang Hunnan 

Science and Technology City 
caught people's attention with the 

largest investment scale of 15 bil
lion yuan. 

China Railway Investment will 

participate in the design, invest
ment. operation and management of 
urban renewal and infrastructure 
construction of the project. 

Once completed, it will focus on 
the development of the five leading 

industries of advanced materials, 
intelligent manufacturing, informa

tion technology, life and health, and 
digital cultural creation. 

The project strives to create a car

rier for the transformation and 

industrialization of scientific and 

Stage, and 10 cultural programs 
including the Shenyang cultural crea

tion center.
Caita modem service center 

focuses on financial services, busi
ness offices and modern commerce. 
It will complete its planning and 

adjustment of the second phase of 
Huaqiang Golden Corridor City Plaza, 
accelerate the construction of the 
financial center and launch invest

ment promotion for the Fujia Finan
cial Building. The area is aiming to 

create a characteristic commercial 

and financial service industrial zone 

covering headquarters, private equity 
funds, insurance and technology. 

The southern area of the Shen

yang Agricultural University will carry 

out planning and design centering 
on the integration of industries and 

city development. It strives to build 
an emerging eco-friendly industrial 
zone with high-quality resources and 

key industrial chains. In the future. 

Shenhe will also devote itself to the 

front line of vitalization and develop
ment and take the leading role as a 

pioneer in Shenyang's prosperity in 
the new era.

technological innovation achieve

ments, an engine for promoting 
innovation and digital empowerment 

and a model of new industries. 
Hunnan implements the entire 

chain of project planning, investment 
promotion, signing, construction and 

whole-process management. It will 
start construction and expand 

investment.
Since the beginning of this year, 

Hunnan has carried out "one enter

prise, one policy" safeguard meas
ures to meet the needs of 

construction projects in energy, 
labor and transportation. 

A total of 120 key projects have 
resumed work and production, 

including Aero Engine Corporation 
of China’s gas turbine industrial
base, the Shenyang Digital Economy 

Industrial Park, Hunnan Science and 
Technology City Scientist Workshop 

and Liaoning Cold Core Semicon
ductor High-Performance Miniature 

Thermoelectric Refrigerator Indus
trialization.

In the next step, Hunnan will 

intensify efforts to advance projects 

in their early stages.
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A total of 49 projects in Hunnan district are signed during the 
event, photos provided to china daily

China Energy, China Resources 
Group and PowerChina are launch
ing clean energy projects such as 
wind power and photovoltaic power 

I

ucts. It also innovates the coopera
tion model between the customs and 
railway departments of die hub.

Shenyang Customs has deepened 
the reform of direct connection 
between districts and ports, imple
mented the supervision method of 
multipoint inspection and central
ized delivery and provided services 
such as “one-time arrival, one decla
ration, one loading and unloading, 
and one inspection and release’:

Shenyang and Sinotrans have con
tinued to deepen cooperation in key 
tasks such as increasing the number 
of trains, expanding operating routes 
and forming a strong joint force for 
the high-quality development of Chi
na-Europe trains.

The opening of the China-Europe 
Railway Express (Shenyang) has 
accelerated the accumulation of 
logistics, businesses and capital 
flows, forming an industrial ecosys
tem and making good contributions 
to the city’s accelerated construction

A China-Europe freight train 
loaded with 55 containers departed 
from the Shenyang Puhe Logistics 
Base to Russia on March 4, marking 
the launch of the China-Europe Rail
way Express (Shenyang) Hub in the 
capital of Northeast China’s Liaoning 
province.

The containers carried more than 
100 types of goods including auto 
parts, mechanical equipment, elec
tronic products, medical equipment 
and daily necessities. The average 
value of each box exceeded $90,000. 

The launch of die hub is of great 
significance to accelerating the con
struction of the land-sea corridor in 
Northeast China and promoting 
high-level opening-up to the outside 
world.

On Sept 9,2017, the China-Europe 
freight train from Shenyang to Duis
burg, Germany, was launched. For 
more than five years, China-Europe 
Railway Express (Shenyang) has 
adhered to high-quality develop
ment and achieved fruitful results, 
forming a resilient international 
logistics supply chain, creating a new 
Asia-Europe international transpor
tation channel and building a key 
platform for cooperation.

As of February, the China-Europe 
Railway Express (Shenyang) has 
operated a total of 2,149 trains, rank
ing first in Northeast China and sev
enth nationwide. From 2018 to 2022, 
the annual number of trains 
increased from 168 to 627, with an 
average annual growth rate of 39 per
cent. The heavy container rate 
remained at 100 percent, ranking

China-Europe Railway 
Express (Shenyang) lias served more 
than 2,000 domestic and foreign 
companies and attracted more than 
10 logistics and trading companies to 
invest in the city, with an average 
annual import and export value of 
more than $200 million.

Shenyang has established sister 
city relations with 23 cities in 18 
countries and has established trade 
relations with more than 220 coun
tries and regions around the world. 

In the next step, China-Europe 
Railway Express (Shenyang) will 
adhere to the high-quality develop
ment, promote the operation of the 
hub with high standards, strive to 
create a national assembly center, 
and achieve new' breakthroughs in 
promoting high-level opening-up. It 
aims to suipass 1,000 trains by 2025, 
maintaining the top position in 
Northeast China.

At the same time, relying on the 
hub, the city is speeding up the con
struction of the Shenyang Interna
tional Land Port, with a planned area 
of 18 square kilometers.

It will focus on the development of 
industries such as intelligent food 
manufacturing, timber trading, 
modem logistics, bulk commodity 
trading, automobiles and pails and 
advanced equipment manufactur
ing.

This year, it plans to invest 1.5 bil
lion yuan ($216 million) to start the 
construction of the land port’s infra
structure including a train dispatch
ing center and the production and 
trade center for grain, oil and food.

Representatives attend the matchmaking event on cooperation between Shenyang city of Liaoning province and State-owned enterprises 
in Beijing, provided to china daily
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project, including the aerospace 
intelligent manufacturing industrial 
park. The projects combined to rep
resent a total investment of 15 billion 
yuan. The Hunnan Wangjiawan 
industrial park included a total 
investment of 40.6 billion yuan and 
the comprehensive development 
project of the Hepingwan amassed a 
total investment of 23.4 billion yuan. 

The projects involved sectors such 
as energy, the chemical industry and 
integrated circuit equipment. 
Together, they are to help Shenyang 
build key industrial chains of auto
mobiles and parts, aviation, new- 
generation information technology, 
integrated circuit equipment, high- 
end equipment, biomedicine and 
medical equipment, food, new' ener
gy, energy conservation and environ
mental protection.

Shenhe, Hunnan, Tiexi and 
Dadong districts and the Shenyang 
area of die China (Liaoning) Pilot 
Free Trade Zone also highlighted 
projects such as Shenyang Ancient 
City Cultural Tourism, IC equipment 
industry base, new energy industry 
base, intelligent networked vehicle 
smart park and airport economic 
zone during the event.

Representatives from central 
SOEs said Shenyang, as a traditional 
equipment manufacturing base, has 
a solid industrial foundation, superi
or transportation location, rich 
industrial talents and complete 
infrastructure.

If
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of a new pattern of high-level open
ing-up.

The

generation. Shenyang Aircraft Cor
poration and Shenyang Liming Aero
Engine will collaborate on projects 
such as building Shenyang’s large- 
scale aviation industry structure.

In the next step, Shenyang will give 
full play to its advantages in resource 
endowment, optimize the business 
environment that serves the reform 
and development of central SOEs 
and make good use of the capital, 
management and technology to pro
mote the overall vitalization of the 
city.

Shenyang will support central 
SOEs by strengthening the construc
tion of characteristic industrial 
parks, introduce high-quality resour
ces such as capital, technology, man
agement and talents, and promote 
cooperation in research and develop
ment of new' technologies, equip
ment and materials.

The city plans to build a service 
information platform to enhance 
communication efficiency, forming a 
closed-loop mechanism for the col
lection and summary' of central 
SOEs’ appeals and solve die prob
lems of central SOEs in terms of sup
portive policies and industrial 
support.

Shenyang will also guarantee the 
construction of contracted projects 
and implement special services in 
terms of approval and land use to 
promote the deepening of coopera
tion and friendship between Shen
yang and central SOEs.

T'-C

of BMW's new power battery project 
and EVE Energy's lithium-ion battery 
energy storage and power plant in 
2022.

At the same time, 151 projects 
including BMW Brilliance’s third 

plant, the Beijing North Institute of 

Biotechnology's industrial park, and 

ZF Friedrichshafen's new energy 
electric drive base have started con

struction.
"The first group of project signing 

and construction activities held in 
Shenyang in 2023 set an example 

for the economic development of 
Northeast China. It is also an 
encouraging sign for us and a boost 

for our investment in Shenyang," 

said Gao Fuchun, general manager 

of Envision Energy.

A matchmaking event on coopera
tion between Liaoning province’s 
Shenyang city and central State- 
owned enterprises was held recently 
in Beijing, and included the signing 
of 33 projects with a total investment 
value of 263.3 billion yuan ($38.1 bil
lion).

The event, named Integrated 
Development and New Break
through in Vitalization: Shenyang 
and Central State-owned Enterprises 
Deepening Cooperation Matchmak
ing Conference, attracted 30 repre
sentatives from central SOEs 
including Aero Engine Corporation 
of China, Genertec and China State 
Railway Group to discuss win-win 
solutions for the coordinated devel
opment of Shenyang and central 
SOEs.

The report of the 20th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of 
China proposed to promote the com
prehensive vitalization of the North
east China.

The matchmaking conference 
aimed to deepen the cooperation 
between central SOEs and Shenyang, 
enhance mutual trust, serve the high- 
quality development of enterprises 
and help spur Shenyang’s develop
ment in an all-around way.

There were 15 industrial projects, 
nine infrastructure projects, seven 
service projects, one energy project 
and one environmental protection 
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In the next step, central SOEs will 
integrate into die vitalization and 
development of Shenyang and accel
erate the adjustment of industrial 
structure of the city.

As a vital industrial base in the 
country, Shenyang’s economic devel
opment is inseparable from the sup
port and dedication of central SOEs. 

By the end of 2022, the total num
ber of central SOEs at all levels in 
Shenyang reached 675, with total 
assets of 1.3 trillion yuan, an operat
ing income of nearly 1.2 trillion yuan, 
total profits of 12.3 billion yuan, and 
tax payments of 14.2 billion yuan.

Central SOEs have 47 new'ly built 
or under-construction projects in 
Shenyang, with a total investment of 
255.8 billion yuan.

They have made outstanding con
tributions to Shenyang’s urban 
development as w'ell as the improve
ment of people’s livelihood and 
industrial transformation and 
upgrading.

According to the State-owmed 
assets supervision and administra
tion commission of Shenyang, the 
city has continued to deepen its prag
matic cooperation with central SOEs 
in the fields of equipment manufac
turing, energy and infrastructure 
construction during the past two

BMW I FACTORS
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first in the country. The China-Eu
rope Railway Express (Shenj'ang) 
opened passages to Manzhouli, 
Suifenhe, Erenhot, Alashanko and 
Khorgos ports over a span of three 
and a half years. It has set up 10 over
seas terminal stations including 
Hamburg, Duisburg and Moscow 
and the goods are shipped to some 50 
cities in more than 20 countries 
around the world.

The China-Europe Railway 
Express (Shenyang) boasts multimo
dal transport that reduces costs and 
increases efficiency. It has cooperat
ed with Dalian, Yingkou, Weihai, 
Qingdao, Humen and other coastal 
cities in the collection and distribu
tion of multimodal transport of 
goods by railway and sea, providing 
one-stop door-to-door and station- 
to-station services.

It carries out new services such as 
train plus cross-border e-commerce, 
train plus comprehensive bonded 
zones and train plus cold chain prod

. ■"-------
A China-Europe freight train loaded with 55 containers leaves for 
Russia at the China-Europe Railway Express (Shenyang) 
Hub. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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have to make the glues they need by 
themselves, starting from extracting 
starch from flour.

It requires a lot of practice before 
getting all of them down to a fine 
art, Song says.

For example, the paste viscosity 
cannot be too weak or too strong. 
“Otherwise, it can’t hold the paper 
together or will make the paper 
crease,” Song says.

The restoration also requires high 
levels of control in blushing the 
paper.

“If the pressure is not properly 
controlled during the brushing pro
cess, the paper may tear, but if the 
touch is too light, the paper won’t 
adhere,” Song explains.

Online

In ancient book restoration, 
undoing work is generally not an 
option, as any redoing can cause fur
ther damage to the cultural artifact. 
“Therefore, every step must be thor
oughly thought through before 
being executed,” she emphasizes.

It usually takes at least two to 
three years from learning and fol
lowing a master, before one can 
independently lead a restoration 
project.

Years of practice has taught her 
to respect everything from the 
pages, as any fragment could hold a 
record of key historical informa
tion. In Yongle Dadian’s case, she 
would collect every scrap of paper 
during restoration for further anal
ysis in the lab.

One time, Song even caught an 
actual bookworm alive amid the 
pages. She showed mercy for the 
creature despite it being an enemy 
to the books she loves, feeding it 
with paper.

1

Keeping ancient manuscripts in tip-top condition requires expertise 
and passion, report Yang Feiyue and Wang Kaihao.

henever Song Jing 
visits a museum, she 
makes a point of 
checking out the sec

tion on ancient books. In addition 
to appreciating the wisdom hidden 
in those historical volumes, she 
focuses on how they were bound 
and presented.

“It’s more like a force of habit 
caused by my job,” says Song, 34, 
who has been working in the resto
ration division for ancient books at 
the National Library of China in Bei
jing for eight years. This entails 
studying and digging into unique 
binding methods she hasn’t seen 
before, while evaluating the skills of 
masters who bring those paper trea
sures to light.

“You can tell the craftsmanship 
from the subtlety in the degrees of 
consistency in the paper’s texture 
and color,” Song says.

The National Library of China is 
home to about 3 million ancient 
books, which in China are defined as 
manuscripts, books and documents 
predating 1911, the year die monar
chy ended.

The seasons come and go outside 
this workshop on the first floor of 
the library, but time is relative for 
Song and her fellow restorers. Their 
work is calculated not through 
“years” but ‘lifetimes” Day after day, 
the 10 or so specialists are fully 
immersed in the duty of handling 
and healing the old books. The flow 
of time may be hardly felt, except 
through the yellowing pages and the 
graying of hair.

Song made her way to the 
ancient books division after finish
ing her cultural relic protection 
studies at Peking University in 
2015. She has been engaged in 
restoring more than 100 ancient 
cultural relics, including writings 
by Emperor Qianlong and 
Empress Dowager Cixi from the 
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).

The process of repairing ancient 
books is complex and time-consum
ing.

Song and the other restorers have 
to check in at 8:30 am every day to 
prepare before starting their resto
ration work about an hour later. 

“The paste needs to be mixed 
right before the repair, otherwise it 
will go bad if it sits for too long,” she 
explains.

“Also, the paste density varies for 
different tasks, which requires prep
aration on site.”

She adds that pastes for sticking 
together paper and silk are differ
ent. Moreover, the restoration tools 
have to be checked to ensure they 
are cleaned thoroughly.

“If there’s some residual paste on 
the brash, it can become hard and 
there is a risk it might pierce the 
paper,” Song says.

After all is ready, restoration work 
can go on for seven to eight hours. 

Before starting a restoration 
project, Song and her colleagues 
evaluate the subject. They have to 
consider what problems can be 
solved through restoration and 
those that cannot, and assess how 
the restoration process might 
potentially undermine the item. 

“For example, there are many 
mold spots or stains on ancient 
paintings, and some of them are 
really deep, so we need to judge if 
the paper fiber will be compromised 
after their removal,” Song says. “It 
all depends on specific cases.”

In the worst cases, Song could 
find dozens of damaged areas on 
just one page of an ancient book. 

“We have to create pieces of simi
lar paper to patch them up while try
ing to make it as neat as possible,” 
she says. “It is challenging and, 
sometimes, I even end up dreaming 
about die repairs.”
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Top, from left: Song Jing 
restores the ancient classic 
Yongle Dadian, using tweezers. 
She examines a restored page 
from an ancient document, and 
checks materials from a 
pigment cabinet. 
Center: Song discusses ancient 
book repair methods with her 
colleague Xie Jincheng. 
Above: A manuscript written in 
AD 417 from Dunhuang, Gansu 
province, is part of a collection 
of ancient documents in the 
National Library of China. 
PHOTOS BY ZOU HONG / CHINA DAILY
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A doctor of paper treasures 
The primary objective of ancient 

book restoration is to extend the

A dream come true
Despite the arduous nature of the 

work, Song was determined to join 
the field from an early age.

As a child, Song was captivated by 
documentaries about the world’s 
cultural relics and became deeply 
intrigued by the art of artifact resto
ration.

“I was amazed by how the gray 
and dusty lumps unearthed from 
below the ground turned out to be 
delicate and stunning items,” she 
says.

Song spent hours researching cul
tural relics, frequenting local muse
ums and reading related books.

In senior middle school, those 
earlier experiences helped her to set 
her sights on becoming a master 
restorer of ancient books.

There were not many schools 
offering cultural-relic restoration 
courses back then, and her dream 
destination, Peking University, only 
offered openings every other year. 

“It wasn’t recruiting students in 
my graduation year,” she says.

As Song looked into undergradu
ate curricula arrangement for that 
particular field of study, she found it 
was mostly related to chemistry. 
Therefore, she opted to start a 
chemistry degree at Fudan Universi
ty in Shanghai, enrolling in 2008. In 
the interim, she continued to read 
up on cultural relics and study how 
museums operate.

“I got to learn how certain 
aspects of chemistry are going a 
long way in restoring cultural rel
ics,” she says.

Her dedication and hard work 
paid off when, after graduating from 
Fudan, she was accepted as a mas
ter’s candidate to the prestigious 
cultural heritage preservation pro
gram at Peking University. From 
then on, she has been on a mission 
to make her dreams a reality.

Song spent most of her first year 
at work developing basic restora
tion skills and learning by observing 
her teachers at work.

She has, for instance, learned to 
never place a cup of water on the 
worktable nor wear high heels at 
work. “They might expose ancient 
books to hazards,” she says.

She lias also ensured that she uses 
a board to carry precious books, 
which are fragile and could be 
deformed if held, she explains.

“These professional habits must 
be developed from the beginning so 
that they become second nature,” 
Song says.

life span of the document. The 
higher the similarity between the 
original and the restoration mate
rials, the more consistent their rate 
of aging will be, and thus the better 
the ancient books can be pre
served.

At the moment, Song and her col
leagues are working on restoring a 
copy of Yongle Dadian, an encyclo
pedia completed in 1408 after being 
commissioned by Emperor Yongle 
during the Ming Dynasty (1368- 
1644).

It is estimated that Yongle Dadi
an, which comprises 22,937 vol
umes in 11,095 books, contains 
some 370 million Chinese charac
ters. It is said to be the world’s larg
est paper-based encyclopedia in 
ancient history.

Time has taken its toll, and only 
about 400 books of a 16th-century 
duplicate, or just more than 3.5 per
cent of the total publication, are 
known to exist, while the where
abouts of the original version is 
unknown.

After receiving the challenge at 
the beginning of last year, it took 
Song and her colleagues six months 
of assessment before they started 
the restoration work.

They had to figure out ways to 
simulate the original raw materials 
for binding and layout through 
meticulous study.

“Most books from Yongle Dadian 
that have survived until today have 
suffered damage to their original 
binding,” Song says.

“To restore them to their original 
form, we need to gather informa
tion from various sources, such as 
images and texts, before we can 
make a conclusion as to their origi
nal binding style and repair them 
accordingly,” she explains.

Moreover, the ancient encyclope
dia’s silk texture and color have 
both grown inconsistent, which 
makes creating the necessary raw 
materials and matching the color 
difficult.

“It could only be settled through 
trial and error, and we had to make 
sure the repair materials were pre
treated to emulate the similar aged

htlnw

condition as the original,” Song 
explains.

In the past, restorers had to rely 
on their experience to determine the 
appropriate materials to use on a 
project.

“When I first learned restoration, 
my teacher would ask us to identify 
the material used to make a piece of 
paper by hand,” Song recalls.

As technology has evolved, Song 
and her colleagues are able to make 
use of a new method of fiber analy
sis through microscopes to identify 
the raw materials with accuracy and 
efficiency.

However, the old-fashioned, tac
tile detection methods still come in 
handy when fibers are not readily 
available.

“After all, getting fiber samples 
might undermine the integrity of an 
ancient item,” she says.

After the analysis is finished, 
restorers at the library can create 
paper that is incredibly similar to 
the original.

However, technology is only an 
auxiliary resource in the trade, and 
ancient-book restoration still 
requires a set of essential manual 
skills, ranging from concocting 
paste, cutting and brushing paper, 
and binding.

Fearing the chemicals in commer
cially produced pastes might harm 
the books, Song and her colleagues 

kl

Intangible heritage
The ancient books preservation 

technique of the national library 
was listed as a national-level intan
gible cultural heritage in 2008.

Nonetheless, Du Weisheng, a sen
ior ancient books conservator in the 
library, who has been devoted to this 
career for nearly 50 years, points out 
that ancient book restoration 
involves knowledge from multiple 
disciplines beyond traditional 
expertise.

In addition to possessing excel
lent restoration skills, a restorer 
must also have a certain level of 
understanding in fields such as 
physics, chemistry, printing and 
papermaking, Du says.

“In the context of improving cul
tural confidence, the valuable 
ancient books that have been pre
served serve as the best evidence of 
that confidence,” Du says. “Restor
ing these books is a significant 
effort in prolonging the life of 
ancient Chinese civilization.”

The more ancient books Song 
restores, the more fun she has found 
in her line of work.

During the restoration process, 
she sometimes comes across sur
prising discoveries.

In 2021, she found some text faint
ly visible under the blue background 
of a painting featuring the image of 
a Buddha when it was dampened.

The text roughly conveyed the art
ist’s intentions, and was hidden 
again when the paper dried.

Such unexpected surprises have 
thrilled her as if she was connected 
with ancient people across time and 
space.

With the country focusing heavily 
on the popularization of cultural rel
ics and TV programs, such as Mas
ters in the Forbidden City gaining 
wide acclaim, over the years, the 
public has shown an increasingly 
strong interest in the field.

“Ancient Chinese civilization has 
left behind a vast number of books, 
many of which require restoration 
before they can see the light of day 
again,” Song says.

Song has joined the talent devel
opment team and entered the cam
pus with her experienced 
colleagues to deliver lectures, carry 
out training, and guide college stu
dents looking to gain practical 
experience.

“It’s important to try to under
stand an industry from as many 
aspects as possible, before you 
decide if it’s just a fleeting interest or 
a burning passion,” Song says.

“Hopefully, I can be of some help 
in inspiring more young people to 
find their lifelong passion in the 
field of cultural heritage preserva
tion.”
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Grand Vision
Zhang Yeliang, deputy county 

head of Wenxian, notes that the con
struction of the “future classroom” 
is a move toward addressing the 
unequal distribution of education 
resources between urban and rural

e '

Featuring cutting-edge equipment, new classrooms encourage creative thinking and an interest 
in the sciences among high-school students across the country, Xing Wen reports.

schools across the county.
Through his investigations, 

Zhang found that many schools in 
the county hadn’t upgraded their 
teaching equipment due to limited 
finances. For instance, old comput
ers with outdated hardware compo
nents and slower processing speeds 
can often be found in local schools. 

Local students’ awareness of util
izing modern technologies for the 
improvement of their academic per
formance is relatively lower than 
their urban counterparts, he adds. 

“We’re making continuous efforts 
to bridge the digital divide between 
local teachers and students and 
their counterparts in more well-de
veloped cities in East China.” 

“Nestled deep in the mountains, 
the children here have limited expo
sure to the outside world. It is our 
hope that advancements in educa
tion can transform their lives,” 
Zhang says, explaining why they

Zhang used to work with the All
China Journalists Association 
which has been paired with Wenxi
an county since 1998 and has been 
active in the area’s poverty allevia
tion efforts. He was dispatched by 
the association to support the coun
ty’s development in 2021.

“The association has been focus
ing on the improvement of educa
tion in Wenxian over the past 25 
years,” he says, adding that the 
association has initiated 11 projects 
to enhance locals’ access to quality 
education over the past two years 
alone, covering 15 kindergartens, 
primary schools and middle

rowing up in a remote 
town in Northwest 
China’s Gansu province, 
12-year-old schoolgirl

Liao Wenting was surprised to find 
that the head-mounted displays and 
robotics that she had seen in sci-fi 
films could be within arms’ reach.

Her school, the Wenxian No 2 
High School, which is located at the 
foot of rolling hills in Bikou town of 
Wenxian county, has recently built a 
high-tech-empowered classroom.

The classroom, covering 137 
square meters, features multimedia 
teaching systems, virtual reality 
headsets, 3D printing equipment 
and other high-tech gadgets. Stu
dents can also experience such tech
nologies as augmented reality, laser 
cutting and educational robotics.

Its construction was completed in 
December 2022. Since then, the 
school has opened two elective 
courses in the classroom, graphical 
programming and 3D printing, each 
of which has attracted 120 and 20 
students, respectively.

The facility, donated by the All
China Journalists Association and 
tech giant Tencent, is die first such 
high-tech-empowered classroom in 
Gansu.

Additionally, Tencent will offer 
free training services for the school’s 
information technology teachers 
and organize regular scientific and 
technological competitions to moti
vate youngsters and inspire contin
uous exploration in the field of 
technology.

Ran Lingli, an information tech
nology teacher with the school, says 
that the high-tech-empowered 
classroom, which allows students to 
have a more hands-on experience 
with high-tech equipment, is more 
likely to stimulate their creativity 

“I used to ply them with instruc
tions on how to use software like 
Word and Excel in my class.” 

“However, in our newly built 
classroom, we encourage students 
to explore their creativity and turn 
their ideas into reality. With access 
to resources like the 3D printer, stu
dents can bring the objects in their 
minds to life,” says Ran.

Recently, Ma Feiya, a 12-year-old 
student at the school, had the oppor
tunity to use the 3D printer to create 
a pencil case with intricate designs. 

“It was an incredibly exciting 
experience to see my model come to 
life,” she exclaims. “I am eager to 
continue exploring the possibilities 
of this field in the classroom.”

For Xu Wei, president of the 
school, the improved hardware 
facilities in the classroom and the 
free online educational resources 
provided by Tencent are a timely 
boost for the school’s development. 

He has been working in the coun
ty’s education sector for the past 23 
years and has successively been the 
president of three schools in Wenxi
an. He often visits schools in major 
cities like Beijing and Shanghai, and 
is very aware of the gap in education

PHNOM PENH - Hem 
Sreynet, a 21-year-old nurse at 
the Cambodia-China Friendship 
Preah Kossamak Hospital, was 
all ears as she listened to tradi
tional Chinese medicine experts 
deliver a presentation on acu
puncture and Tuina remedial 
massage.

Sreynet is one of 20 medical 
personnel at the hospital taking 
part in a three-week seminar 
about acupuncture and liiina 
remedial massage, held at the 
hospital’s Chinese Medicine 
Clinic in Phnom Penh.

‘1 have wanted to learn about 
traditional Chinese medicine for 
a long time and, now, I have a 
chance to study it,” she said 
while attending the first day of 
the seminar. “I hope to gain a 
better insight into acupuncture 
and Tuina remedial massage aft
er this seminar.”

She says that TCM has been 
used to diagnose, cure and pre
vent illness, and it also reduces 
the use of modem medicine. 

“There has been a remarkable 
increase in the number of 
patients coming for TCM treat
ment, and many of them have 
recovered,” Sreynet says.

Held in a hybrid format, the 
seminar is part of a project car
ried out by the Second Affiliated 
Hospital of Anhui University of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine to 
train people in acupuncture and 
Idina remedial massage in 
developing countries.

From top: Ran Lingli, an infor
mation technology teacher with 
the Wenxian No 2 High School 
in Gansu province, delivers a 
class in the “future classroom" 
donated by the All-China Jour
nalists Association and Tencent. 
Schoolgirls Liao Wenting and
Ma Feiya (right front) use the 3D 
printer to make a pen holder. 
The charity project “future class
room" seeks to upgrade the 
hardware facilities in rural 
schools across the country. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

development between urban and 
rural areas.

“I believe that an improved sci
ence and technology education can 
facilitate further development of the 
school,” he says.

Those advanced facilities in the 
high-tech-empowered classroom 
can spark students’ interest in sci
ence and technology, and the availa
ble educational resources provided 
by Tencent will enable both stu
dents and teachers to keep improv
ing themselves, he adds.

Both he and his father are alumni 
of Wenxian No 2 High School, which 
was founded in 1957, creating a spe
cial emotional bond between the 
Wenxian native and the school.

He is determined to narrow the 
gap.

“The classroom will also be open 
to students from nearby schools 
who are interested in science and 
technology” he says.
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Koeurng Raksmiy, a Cambo
dian doctor at the friendship 
hospital’s Chinese Medicine 
Clinic, says that TCM can help 
treat a number of diseases such 
as osteoporosis, insomnia, infer
tility, pain, chronic cough, bron
chial asthma, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease 
and interstitial lung disease.

“TCM, which includes therapies 
such as gzza ska massage treat
ment, acupuncture and cupping, is 
very useful in treating illnesses,” he 
says. “Through the seminal', we 
gain an insight into TCM treat
ment methods, particularly acu
puncture techniques.”

Raksmiy says that, since it was 
launched in March 2022, the 
friendship hospital’s Chinese 
Medicine Clinic has received 
more than 6,000 patients.

‘Tn general, they have recov
ered, and some patients said 
that the TCM treatment lias 
helped them reduce the use of 
modern medicine,” he says.

Wu Zhaomei, a member of the 
TCM anti-COVID-19 pandemic 
team in Cambodia, says the semi
nar focused on basic theories and 
operational methods of acupunc
ture, moxibustion and Tuina, as 
well as TCM nursing techniques. 

“We are happy to find that 
doctors and nurses in this hospi
tal are interested in TCM. That’s 
why we want to improve their 
knowledge and ability to prac
tice it,” she says.

Wu says more than a dozen 
TCM experts, who are experi
enced in both the clinic and at 
teaching the subject, gave lec
tures during the three-week 
seminar.

“TCM treats many common 
illnesses effectively, and we want 
to share this with them,” she 
says. “We expect that doctors 
and nurses at the friendship 
hospital can learn more about 
the practices of acupuncture 
and Ulina, as well as nursing 
techniques.”

wanted to collaborate with Tencent 
in the building of the high-tech-em- 
powered classroom.

T\vo years ago, Tencent launched 
the charity project “future class
room” which seeks to upgrade the 
hardware facilities in rural schools 
across the country and provide 
teachers and students there with 
free access to online educational 
resources. It is an indispensable 
part of Tencent’s innovative minors 
guidance system, according to 
Zheng Zhong, director of Tencent 
Minors Guidance Center.

By the end of January, 36 such 
“classrooms” had been built and put 
into use in various cities across the 
country, including Enshi in Hubei 
province, Ya’an in Sichuan province 
and Shaoguan in Guangdong prov
ince, providing accessibility to the 
technology to more than 169,800 
students. Among them, 5,623 stu
dents have participated in various 
programming competitions.

Yu Jinghui, 12, a student from the 
mountainous county of Ruyuan Yao 
autonomous county, in Shaoguan, is 
a beneficiary of the project.

Early last year, a classroom 
equipped with computers loaded 
with programming software, 3D 
printers, circuit boards and chips 
for making remote-controlled cars 
was built in his school.

After that, instructed by IT teach
ers, Yu started to learn program
ming. Four months later, during his 
summer holidays between carrying 
out work on the farm at home, he 
coded a game named Girl’s Smart 
Wardrobe.

The game asks users to first 
choose a desired destination or a 
certain occasion. Then the war
drobe offers clothes for the girl in 
the game to wear to help her create a 
specific look that is suitable for the 
occasion. “I’ve been wanting to 
make such kind of smart wardrobe 
for my sister for a long time. Hope
fully one day I can create a real one 
for her,” says Jinghui.

The coding project enabled him 
to win the first prize in a provincial 
network originality competition last 
year.

“Coding can help me to realize my 
dreams in the virtual world, which 
brings me a strong sense of achieve
ment," he says. “And my logical 
thinking and hands-on abilities 
have also been honed during the 
process.”

To further connect those benefici
aries of the project, Tencent 
launched a WeChat mini program 
as an online platform for teachers 
and students to share the advance
ments they’ve made in learning sci
ence and technology-related 
subjects and to discuss and brain
storm solutions to problems they 
might encounter. The platform has, 
so far, attracted nearly 40,000 
users.
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