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contributed to this story.

The annual meetings of the 
nation’s top legislative and political 
advisory bodies are important not 
only for China, but also for Asia 
and the world.

That is why at the recent online 
Pandesal Forum about the two 
sessions, geopolitical experts Aar
on Jed Rabena and Professor
Anna Malindog-Uy, and I as mod-

economic dynamism and its huge 
consumer market, if political lead
ers can ensure good and stable 
diplomacy with Beijing such as 
amicably handling disagreements 
with friendly dialogue.

The two sessions held over the 
past week in Beijing have 
unveiled China’s renewed efforts 
on economic revitalization with a 
new Cabinet lineup, which is 
timely news that the world needs 
now, especially when many econ
omies are looking toward China 
as a catalyst for economic growth 
and stability.

erator of the media and public 
issues forum, agreed that China’s 
wise leadership and hardwork
ing, entrepreneurial people can 
help sustain strong revival of 
global growth.

The world’s second-largest econ
omy is going to benefit neighbors 
in Asia as well as all other regions. 
A target of 5 percent growth for

/ I

China’s gross domestic product 
was put forth at the first session of 
the 14th National People’s Con
gress. However, the momentum 
points to a higher rate. 

Rabena and Malindog-Uy said 
countries like the Philippines can 
maximize the immense economic, 
trade, infrastructure, technological 
and other benefits from China’s

A low profile in mediation, 
great pragmatism and having no 
self-interests are some of the key 
factors behind Beijing’s successful 
facilitation of the landmark rec
onciliation between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran last week, observers said. 

After severing ties in 2016 and a 
standoff lasting seven years, Saudi 
Arabia and Iran sent high-level del
egations to Beijing for five days of 
talks last week, which started on 
March 6 and were mediated by 
China, the Foreign Ministry said.

The talks were “in response to 
the initiative of President Xi Jin
ping of China’s support for devel

oping good neighborly relations 
between Saudi Arabia and Iran”, 
the ministry said.

China, Saudi Arabia and Iran 
reached an agreement and issued 
a joint statement on Friday even
ing stating that Saudi Arabia and 
Iran had agreed to resume diplo
matic relations and reopen their 
embassies and missions within 
two months.

Wang Yi, a member of the Politi
cal Bureau of the Communist Party 
of China Central Committee and 
director of the Office of the Foreign 
Affairs Commission of the CPC 
Central Committee, held separate 
dialogues with the two delegations 
and chaired the talks’ opening and 
closing ceremonies.

Protesters gather as Japan gets closer 
to discharging contaminated water

Two Sessions:
Special coverage p 4,5

4
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their property rights and interests. 
Lu, who is also board chairman of 

Chenguang Biotech Group, a pri
vate enterprise, said a strong 
emphasis of the new central govern
ment leadership should be fulfilling 
the expectations of the private sec
tor and “enabling them to pursue 
growth without any worries”

He highlighted the need to offer 
private businesses more assuran
ces through legislative efforts, 
which would stabilize their expec-

believe that they will play a greater 
role in contributing to the Chinese 
path to modernization,” Wang said. 

Qin, the foreign minister, also 
honed his expertise as Chinese 
ambassador to the United States, 
Wang added.

“China’s refbnn and opening-up is 
an endeavor to which there is no end,” 
Wang said. “The key for the nation is 
to focus on its domestic agenda while 
remaining committed to promoting 
economic globalization.”

Senior officials have strong expertise, 
rich experience at local level, analysts say

appointed vice-premiers.
Li Shangfu, Wang Xiaohong, Wu 

Zhenglong, Shen Yiqin and Qin 
Gang, who is also foreign minister, 
were endorsed as state councilors.

Analysts said the new lineups of 
State bodies, especially the State 
Council, were characterized by 
their rich work experience at local 
levels and strong professional 
expertise, which will help them 
navigate the growth of the econo
my through various headwinds, 
including geopolitical tensions.

Li, the new premier, had served 
as Party chief of Shanghai and 
Jiangsu province and governor of 
Zhejiang province. He worked in 
Zhejiang, a province with a robust 
private sector, for over 30 years.

The four wee-premiers all have 
decades of work experience at local 
levels, with Zhang and Liu having 
served as Party chiefs of Liaoning 
and Shaanxi provinces, respectively. 

Lu Qingguo, an NPC deputy 
from Hebei province, said he 
believes that the rich expertise of 
the new leadership, especially at 
local levels, will contribute to a 
better policymaking process.

He said he expects the new lineup 
of senior officials to move forward 
with reform and opening-up and 
rely on innovation to drive high- 
quality growth.

“More reform is needed to spur 
the enthusiasm of various sectors,” 
Lu said. “China also cannot afford 
any backpedaling in its strides of 
opening-up, especially when it 
seems that the international envi
ronment is not favorable,” he said. 

President Xi reaffirmed the 
nation’s support for the private sec
tor while taking part in a joint group 
meeting with national political 
advisers on March 6, calling for 
steps to improve the business envi
ronment, remove institutional bar
riers to level the playing field for 
private businesses, and protect

tations in a fundamental way.
Wang Huiyao, a former counselor 

for the State Council and president 
of the Beijing-based think tank Cen
ter for China and Globalization, said 
tiie newly appointed senior officials 
had grown their expertise in the 
country’s reform and opening-up, 
which started over four decades ago. 

“They are familiar with the mar
ket economy and the private sector 
and have rich experience working 
at local levels. We have reason to

National political advisers vowed 
to pool their wisdom and strength 
to contribute to building China into 
a modern socialist country in all 
respects when the country’s top 
political advisory body concluded 
its annual gathering on Saturday.

More than 2,000 members start
ed their five-year term as advisers 
during the first session of the 14th 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference, which opened on March 4. 

President Xi Jinping, who is also 
general secretary of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee 
and chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, and other leaders 
attended the closing meeting of the 
CPPCC session at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing.

Wang Huning, chairman of the 
14th CPPCC National Committee, 
said while addressing the closing 
meeting that the session spoke vol
umes about the characteristics and 
advantages of China’s whole-process 
people’s democracy and its vigor and 
vitality. He called for efforts to pool 
wisdom and strength to help accom
plish the goals and tasks set at the 
20th CPC National Congress in Octo
ber. The advisory body should focus 
on people’s expectations and con
cerns, carry out solid investigations 
and studies, and conduct in-depth 
consultations and democratic super
vision in order to facilitate decision
making and implementation, he said. 

Wang also stressed the impor
tance of solidarity in pooling 
strength to achieve national rejuve
nation. “China is now at a crucial 
stage for realizing the great rejuve
nation, and the world today is living 
through accelerating changes 
unseen in a century, so it’s more nec
essary to build consensus and 
strengthen solidarity,” he said.

He called on his fellow political 
advisers to keep extensive connec
tions with people from different 
walks of life and assist the work of 
tiie Party and the government.

Wang Zhongyi, a CPPCC member 
and editor-in-chief of China Interna
tional Communications Group’s Cen
ter for Asia-Pacific, said in the next 
five years, he will study ways to better 
perform his duties and direct more 
energy into making suggestions.

Zhang Lianqi, a CPPCC member 
and vice-president of the China Tax
ation Society, said the session has 
conveyed confidence, generated 
motivation and promoted unity. 
The speech made by Xi at a meeting 
of national political advisers on 
March 6 was reassuring for private 
entrepreneurs, he said.

No matter how complicated the 
issues are and how acute the chal
lenges are, “a mutually acceptable 
solution can surely be found” as 
long as dialogue on an equal foot
ing is conducted in a spirit of mutu
al respect, Wang told reporters 
after the talks.

“China has no intention to and 
will not seek to fill so-called vacu
ums or put up exclusive blocs. 
China always believes that the 
future of the Middle East should 
always be in the hands of the 
countries in the region,” a Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson said in a 
written response to the media on 
Saturday.

Senior Chinese diplomat Wang Yi (center) poses with Saudi Arabia's 
Minister of State and National Security Adviser Dr Musaad bin 
Mohammed Al-Aiban (left) and Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council Secretary Admiral Ali Shamkhani after he chaired the closing 
meeting of their talks in Beijing on Friday, wang jing / china daily
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Reform key to 
high-quality 
development 
Comment, page 12
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China has ushered in new leader
ship of its State bodies in accordance 
with the procedures of the ongoing 
session of the national legislature, 
fueling expectations that the new 
lineup will shore up the recovery of 
the world’s second-largest economy 
and advance refonn and opening- 
up amid global headwinds.

Upon nomination by President 
Xi Jinping, Li Qiang, a member of 
the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee, 
was endorsed as Chinese premier 
on Saturday morning at a plenary 
meeting of the first session of the 
14th National People’s Congress.

Xi, who was elected president by 
unanimous vote by the national leg
islature on Friday, signed a presi
dential order to officially appoint Li, 
who born in July 1959, as premier.

New leadership of the NPC 
Standing Committee, the top leg
islative body, and of the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, 
the top political advisory body, 
was also elected on Friday.

The NPC endorsed the nomina
tions made by Premier Li on the 
appointments of four vice-pre
miers and five state councilors.

On Sunday, Xi also signed a presi
dential order to appoint senior offi
cials, including the vice-premiers 
and tiie state councilors as well as 
ministers, governor of the central 
bank, auditor-general and secre
tary-general of the State Council.

Ding Xuexiang, a member of the 
Standing Committee of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Commit
tee, was appointed a vice-premier. 

He Lifeng, Zhang Guoqing and 
Liu Guozhong, all members of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC Cen
tral Committee, were also

President Xi Jinping shakes hands with Li Qiang at the fourth plenary meeting of the first session of the
14th National People’s Congress in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Saturday. Li was endorsed as 
China’s premier at the meeting upon nomination by Xi. li xueren / xinhua
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Economic rebound prompts investment,
new goals for foreign multinationals
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ter of industry and information tech
nology, the country's top industry 
regulator, said that though challen
ges exist, China has confidence in the 
steady recovery of its huge industrial 
economy.

He added that China will make 
more efforts to speed up the transfor
mation of traditional industries — 
which play a vital role in building a 
modem industrial system — and 
move the manufacturing sector 
toward higher-end, smarter and 
greener production.

Rajat Agarwal, president of Hen
kel Greater China, said, “China’s 
focus on sustainable growth and 
industrial modernization presents 
opportunities for multinational com
panies like Henkel to foster innova
tion and sustainability?’

According to Agarwal, the German 
company’s new inspiration center is 
under construction in Shanghai with 
an investment of 500 million yuan. 
When completed, it will be the sec
ond-largest Henkel facility of its kind 
in the world.

The new center, coupled with its 
first application engineering center 
in South China, which opened last 
year, will further enable the company 
to accelerate the speed and depth of 
its innovations in China for China, he 
added.

Companies from overseas say they are looking forward to continuing their profitable relationships 
with the Chinese market. Ma Si, Zhong Nan and Zheng Xin report.

hina’s steady economic 
rebound, encouraging sig
nals and efficient policies 
introduced during the two

sessions are boosting confidence 
among multinational companies 
operating in the country.

Believing that China’s growth this 
year will outrun most major econo
mies, despite headwinds, executives 
said they are seeing many more 
opportunities in areas such as 
healthcare, consumption, advanced 
manufacturing and innovation- 
driven development.

Eager to turn those prospects into 
reality, foreign companies are ramp
ing up investment, expanding their 
business lines and chalking up 
medium-to-long-term plans for 
steady growth with a rosy view of 
China’s high-quality economic 
upgrade in the coming years.

Ulrich Stefer, chief financial offi
cer of Bayer Group Greater China, 
said: “China, without any doubt, will 
play a crucial role in impacting glob
al growth this year as the world’s 
second-largest economy. We notice 
that various international financial 
institutions and investment banks 
have raised their predictions for 
China’s economic growth this year.” 

Highlighting the country’s mas
sive market, sophisticated industri
al system, strong supply chain 
competitiveness and the improving 
business environment, Stefer said, 
“The Chinese market remains 
extremely' attractive on a far-reach
ing level for multinational compa
nies, including Bayer, to join and 
expand their investment.”

He added that the multimillion 
dollar expansion project of Bayer’s 
Beijing pharmaceuticals plant will 
be completed this year. The plant is 
expected to boost the company’s 
production capacity for prescription 
drugs by 40 percent and greatly 
improve its ability to meet the medi
cal needs of Chinese patients.

.*» '11

and the anticipated rebound in eco
nomic activity.

Wei predicted that FDI is likely to 
see double-digit growth to reach 
$220 billion to $2.30 billion this year, 
probably surpassing the United 
States as the latter faces economic 
slowdown and perhaps even reces
sion. According to the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, China was the second- 
largest recipient of FDI in 2021, 
behind the US.

The Government Work Report pri
oritized the recovery and expansion 
of consumption, so foreign compa
nies in the fields of cosmetics, toys 
and food are also eager to better tap 
into China’s rebound.

Fabrice Megarbane, president of 
L’Oreal North Asia Zone and CEO of 
L’Oreal China, said: “Overall, I am 
optimistic, confident and ambitious 
in the short and longer terms about 
China. The country’s reopening is 
one of the patches of blue sky, while 
L’Oreal is preparing for the beauty 
market rebound.”

He added that consumer traffic 
and purchases have shown positive 
signs since the start of last month, so 
he expects a progressive rebound 
from the second quarter and to see 
consumer enthusiasm bounce back 
in all categories. “China is the new 
investment landmark. We will invest 
in China continuously in the future 
and empower the open (local) inno
vation ecosystem,” Megarbane said.

1'l
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likely to grow by between 7 and 11 
percentthis year, given the optimized 
COVID-19 containment measures, 
the rebound in economic activity, die 
release of household savings and a 
low comparison base.

As the world’s second-largest con
sumer market, China boasts a mid
dle-income group in excess of 400 
million people, with retail sales total
ing 43.97 trillion yuan last year, data 
from die National Bureau of Statis
tics show.

China’s pledge to accelerate the 
modernization of its industrial sys
tem is also encouraging foreign com
panies to double down on die world’s 
largest manufacturing powerhouse, 
despite the US government’s 
attempts to decouple in key supply 
chains.

Jason Juang, managing director of 
HP Greater China, said: “HP has 
been in China for 40 years. We were 
the first US-based company to estab
lish a high-tech joint venture here. 
Looking forward, China’s growing 
market, rapid technological develop
ment and advancing industry are 
paving the way for long-term sustain
able growth.”

Some media reports claim that 
Dell, HP’s US peer, is moving its sup
ply chain out of China, but HP said it 
lias no such plans.

“China is a very important part of 
our supply chain, and it will continue 
to be for the foreseeable future. We 
will continue to increase investment 
in China and deepen cooperation 
with local partners,” Juang said.

Speaking on die sidelines of the 
two sessions, Jin Zhuanglong, minis-

Expanding footprints
Meanwhile, Denmark’s Lego 

Group is so sanguine about China’s

prospects that it is expanding its foot
print in the country significantiy tiiis 
year.

‘We expect to open another 80 
new retail stores in China this year. 
Currently, more than 40 percent of 
our stores are located in third-tier- 
and-below cities, which have huge 
potential for growth,” said Paul 
Huang, general manager of Lego 
China.

Rising sales in China are driven by 
the 200 million-plus people in the 
country ages 0 to 14, by economic 
growth and by the rising purchasing 
power of the growing middle-income 
group, Huang added.

That optimism is also shared by 
Zhou Tao, president of Royal DSM 
China, a nutrition and bioscience 
company based in the Netherlands. 
Zhou was thrilled to see that the Gov
ernment Work Report emphasized 
the importance of boosting market 
confidence, with significant meas
ures in place to ensure economic 
growth.

‘We expect to roll out a series of 
healtii enabler and sustainability ini
tiatives with joint collaborations 
with local partners in China this year 
to contribute to the Healthy China 
2030 strategy? Zhou said.

Top: A hair show is held at 
the Shanghai Stadium by 
L’Oreal Paris Pro on March 2. 
TANG YANJUN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE 

Above left: A Siemens staff 
member (left) introduces the 
company's surgical robot to 
doctors in Qionghai, Hainan 
province, in 2021. provided to 
china daily Above right: A visi
tor uses a flight simulator at 
the Honeywell stand at the 
fifth China International 
Import Expo in Shanghai last 
year, provided to china daily
Left: Bayer displays its food- 
safety-related products at the 
third CUE in 2020. provided to 
CHINA DAILY

Post-COVID growth
The strong commitment to the 

Chinese market follows the coun
try’s emphasis on post-COVID-19 
economic recovery, with a GDP 
growth target set at about 5 percent 
for this year. According to the Gov
ernment Work Report, submitted to 
the National People’s Congress for 
deliberation earlier this month, Chi
na will focus on intensified and 
more targeted macroeconomic poli
cies to promote stable growth.

Economists at Morgan Stanley 
have even forecast that China’s econ
omy is expected to grow' by 5.7 per
cent this year, accounting for about 
40 percent of global economic 
growth.

Hou Yang, chairman and CEO of 
Microsoft Greater China, said multi
nationals are joining policymakers in 
hoping that measures announced at 
the tw'o sessions will effectively reboot 
China’s economic development 
dynamics, both internal and external. 

“At the highest level, Microsoft 
believes that the digital economy will 
regain traction in China, start to 
accelerate again and become a pri
mary force driving the country’s 
development,” Hou said.

He added that the company has 
unveiled a number of cutting-edge 
initiatives and plans to recruit more 
talent to accelerate the development 
of its local ecosystem partners and 
better surf the country’s digital trans
formation wave, especially in the 
manufacturing, healthcare, automo
tive and retail sectors.

“With the recent policy direction, 
as well as the enduring resilience and 
vitality of China’s economy, multina
tional companies are once again 
evaluating opportunities to invest in 
and start businesses in the country? 
Hou said.

That sentiment is in line with the 
latest data. Foreign direct investment 
in actual use hit more than 1.23 tril
lion yuan ($176 billion) last year, a 
rise of 6.3 percent from 2021.

Wei Jianguo, a former vice-minis
ter of commerce and vice-chairman 
of the China Center for International 
Economic Exchanges, said that 
despite subdued global FDI senti
ment, China will become more 
attractive to foreign companies this 
year thanks to its wider opening-up

Positive signs
Enthusiasm has also been boosted 

by tlie fact that domestic consump
tion is expected to be the main driv
ing force behind China’s steady 
growth this year.

Wu Chaoming, deputy director of 
the Chasing International Economic 
Institute, said China’s retail sales are

Focus market
Schott, a German producer of spe

cialty glass and supplier of pharma
ceutical packaging, also plans to 
expand production in China. It has 
increased its investment budget in 
the country for the fiscal year 2023 to

55 million euros ($58 million). “China 
is one of the fastest-growing coun
tries with record-breaking financial 
results and it remains a focus market 
for future growth,” Frank Heinricht, 
Schott’s CEO, said.

Denis Depoux, global managing 
director of consultancy Roland Ber
ger, said that with the optimized 
COVID-19 containment measures, 
the winter of 2022-23 has to a certain 
extent seen “a replay of the 2021 situa
tion when China’s supply chain sup
ported the economic recovery in 
Europe and in the US because of its 
flexibility and availability’:

China’s industrial and supply 
chains have improved significantly, 
as domestic and foreign companies 
invested heavily in modernizing their 
local production systems, Depoux 
said.

According to the Ministry of Indus
try and Information Technology, Chi
na ranks first globally in terms of 
output for more than 40 percent of 
the world’s 500 major industrial 
products.

Moreover, about 570 Chinese 
industrial companies are among the 
world’s top 2,500 in terms of research 
and development investment, boost
ing their ability to support supply 
chains, the ministry said.

Depoux, from Roland Berger, said, 
“China has demonstrated its innova
tion capability and is leapfrogging in 
several fields, gaining leadership glo
bally in areas like the electric vehicle 
chain, from batteries to charging 
infrastructure, photovoltaic panels, 
wind turbines, nuclear and telecom
munications equipment”

Liu Wenqiang, deputy head of the 
China Center for Information Indus
try Development in Beijing, said that 
as China strengthens its R&D prow
ess, it will continue to move up the 
industrial value chain, which will fur
ther increase its appeal in high-end 
manufacturing.

Yu Feng, president of Honeywell 
China, said this year’s Government 
Work Report emphasized that China 
will deepen its efforts to attract and 
utilize more foreign investment, and 
ensure national treatment and 
improve services for foreign-funded 
companies.

“This will give new impetus to the 
ongoing development of foreign- 
funded companies in China, includ
ing Honeywell,” Yr said. ‘We have 
great confidence in both China’s high- 
quality development and Honey
well's business in China.”

Wang Hao, president of Siemens 
Healthineers Greater China — a Ger
man healthcare equipment provider 
— said: “Today, China’s booming 
medical device market has leaped up 
to become the second-largest in the 
w'orld. And the public demand for 
high-quality medical services is grow
ing, which lias boosted the confi
dence and determination of foreign 
companies, including Siemens 
Healthineers, to further develop in 
the Chinese market.”

Meanwhile, Siemens Healthineers’ 
laboratory diagnostics plant in 
Shanghai will be put into operation 
later this year with 3 billion yuan of 
investment, he said.

Green development
With green development high on 

the government’s agenda, multina
tionals such as Brazilian mining com
pany Vale also see room for deeper 
cooperation.

Xie Xue, president of Vale China, 
said the company was excited to see 
that the Government Work Report 
demonstrated that the country will 
continue to fully implement its 
national strategy on the response to 
climate change.

“Vale sees a very bright future in 
our partnership with China in ener
gy conservation and carbon reduc
tion, as well as green 
transformation,” she said. ‘We are 
looking forward to continuing our 
close cooperation with China for 
many more years to come and 
embracing a carbon-neutral, green 
future together.”
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Sessions: Socioeconomic
sectors are all represented
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Talks: US ‘has negative impact’ on Mideast conflicts
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Pandesal Forum, a media and 
public issues forum, and a colum
nistfor The Philippine Star. The
views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

Most noteworthy is China’s epic 
feat of lifting about 100 million 
rural residents out of absolute pov
erty in the past eightyears. All 
peoples of the developing Global 
South should gain inspira tion and 
lessons from this triumph in anti
poverty efforts and social justice. 

Other admirable accomplish
ments of the Chinese government 
include helping to protect the 
environment with proactive 
green and ecological policies; 
pushing China’s GDP to 121 tril
lion yuan ($17.5 trillion); and over 
12.7 million new urban jobs creat
ed per year.

The two sessions demonstrate 
China’s will and steps for techno
logical innovation, making its 
economy globally competitive. 
China will also give high priority to 
education as well as research and 
development, expand the scope of 
Belt and Road infrastructure coop
eration with other countries and 
follow cultural initiatives to revi
talize and promote Chinese civili
zation and traditional Confucian 
moral values on harmony.

Editor’s note: The Communist 
Party of China Central Committee, 
with General Secretary Xi Jinping 
at the core, has led the whole nation 
to achieve great progress in all 
aspects. China Daily Global Edition 
is publishing a series of articles on 
the pursuit of progress to take a look 
at the changes over the past decade.

By YIFAN XU in Washington 
yifanmi@chinadailyusa.com

eng Tongguai of Haiyuan, a 
village in the town of Haila in 
Southwest China’s Guizhou 

province, rode his three-wheeled 
cart in mid-January to Kuangshan, a 
town in Yunnan province that is on 
the other side of the Niulan River, to 
sell potatoes, sweet potatoes and 
home-brewed cider.

With the money he earned, Leng, 
who is in his late 30s, bought goods 
such as rice and fish for Spring Festi
val, the one-week holiday that began 
on Jan 22.

“Since the zip line (over the river) 
was replaced by a bridge, it is easy 
for us to travel and to sell our pro
duce,” Leng said.

The zip line — a cable or rope with 
a suspended harness, pulley, or han
dle — was formerly the “road” in the 
air from one side of the Niulan River 
to the other, so that local people had 
a shortcut to the outside world.

‘Years ago, we had to either take a 
boat or the zip line if we wanted to 
go to the market on the other side of 
the river,” Leng said. “If we took a 
boat, we had to buy a ticket and go at 
the scheduled time. If we went on 
the zip line, we had to carry the 
home-brewed alcohol and other 
produce on our back.”

Leng recalled that when he took 
an ox on the zip line several years 
ago, it fell into the river and was 
swept away.

Now, to reach the market whenev
er he wants, Leng rides his three
wheeled cart on the bridge over the 
river. “It is easy and fast,” he added. 

Haila, the town in which Haiyuan 
village is located, is ringed on three 
sides by towering mountains. On 
the fourth side is the Niulan River. 

“More than 20,000 households, or 
about 100,000 residents, in the town 
in the mountains were literally iso
lated from the outside world for 
ages,” said Zeng Chaoding, the Party 
chief of Haiyuan village. “They lived 
on com and potatoes.”

There are more than 20 zip lines 
over the Niulan River, which divides 
Guizhou and Yunnan provinces.

As bridges replace zip lines, many 
people living deep in the mountains 
have bought motorbikes, three
wheeled carts or cars. Though living 
in the mountains, they are no longer 
isolated. In Haiyuan tillage, which 
has 1,300 residents, there are more 
than 60 cars.

Leng, who raises cattle and uses 
corn to make alcohol, earns about 
60,000 yuan ($8,700) a year.

The bridges have turned out to be 
local farmers’ shortcut to better live
lihoods as well, since Haiyuan vil-

In a statement on Friday, United 
Nations Secretary-General Anto
nio Guterres expressed his appre
ciation to China “for hosting these 
recent talks and for promoting 
dialogue between the two coun
tries”, saying that “good neighborly 
relations between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia are essential for the stabili
ty of the Gulf region”.

Also on Friday, Pakistani For
eign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zar
dari said, “What fantastic news 
today in a world where we are 
unfortunately no longer used to 
receiving good news.”

The agreement also shows the 
leadership role that China is tak
ing on the international stage, “a 
leadership role that is focused on 
uniting rather than dividing” and 
“forming win-win cooperation and 
encouraging dispute resolution, 
rather than encouraging perpetual 
disputes”, he added.

On Tuesday, Foreign Minister 
Qin Gang answered a question

to see in person the living conditions 
of those who had shaken off poverty, 
and to promote steady progress in 
rural totalization.

As Xi has said, being lifted out of 
poverty is not an end in itself, but 
the starting point of a new life and a 
new' pursuit.

As China has gained a decisive vic
tory in ending absolute poverty, the 
focus of work concerning agriculture, 
rural areas and farmers lias shifted to 
promoting rural totalization.

In order to revitalize its moun
tainous areas, Guizhou is continu
ing to build bridges.

Above the grand canyon of south
west Guizhou’s Huajiang River, 
which features towering cliffs and 
fast-flowing currents, a steel-truss 
girder suspension bridge is under 
construction.

With a height of 625 meters from 
the bridge deck to the water’s sur
face, the bridge is expected to 
become the highest in the world aft
er completion in 2025. It wall cut the 
travel time across the canyon from 
about an hour to a mere one minute, 
according to Xinhua.

Xu Xianghua, the chief engineer 
of the Guizhou provincial depart
ment of transportation, said the 
bridges have allowed the leapfrog
ging of transportation development 
in the mountainous province and 
will serve as paths to prosperity.

People are watching the unfold
ing of some major geopolitical 
events surrounding the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict, especially the 
Nord Stream pipeline crisis, 
which will have huge consequen
ces for the future, two former CIA 
analysts said at a webinar.

“I think Europeans have now' 
begun to see that by joining 
through NATO, joining the US in 
this proxy war against Russia, they 
have really bought into a very dan
gerous ... project with huge long
term implications; not what they 
had bargained for,” Graham Full
er, a former top CIA analyst, said 
at the webinar titled “Investigate 
Nord Stream Revelations: Stop 
Nuclear World War III” hosted last 
month by the Schiller Institute, a 
think tank in Germany.

On Sept 26, 2022, seven months 
after the Ukraine crisis began, Nord 
Stream I and II, two Russian pipe
lines under the Baltic Sea, connect
ing with Germany and carrying 
natural gas to Europe, exploded. 
Both Denmark and Sweden, the 
nearest coastal states, confirmed 
the explosions as an act of sabotage. 

In February this year, Seymour 
Hersh, a veteran US journalist and 
Pulitzer Prize winner, pinned the 
blame on the US and Norway in a 
detailed self-published report on 
Substack, a subscription-based 
newsletter publishing platform. 
The US government dubbed it “a 
false story”.

Fuller said the Nord Stream “sab
otage” and sanctions on Russia 
were causing the beginning of 
de-industrialization of Germany, 
with a fuel crisis and rising prices. 

“These are profound conse
quences, and we see... the domes
tic growth rate of almost all 
European countries dropping 
below 1 percent,” Fuller said. “I 
think European populations will 
demonstrate their dissatisfaction 
... with joining the US and what 
increasingly seems a highly dan
gerous and unwise venture.”

The US and other NATO mem
bers have through huge sanctions 
built “a massive new wall” 
between Europe and Russia,

according to Fuller. “This is not 
simply a question of economic 
sanctions against Russia, but it’s 
also been an extraordinary cultur
al assault against the very idea of 
Russian civilization,” he said.

“How can you have a general 
peace security arrangement for 
Europe that excludes one of the 
most important countries of all?” 
Fuller added.

Another former CIAanalyst, Ray 
McGovern, said at the w'ebinar that 
“a new Iron Curtain” has gone up 
between die collective West and 
the East. He said that after a decade 
or two, the Europeans will come to 
their senses and realize that US 
politicians have misled them. “Rus
sia is not really just a gas station 
posing as a country. Russia is a 
country without which the rest of 
Europe is impoverished.”

McGovern also said that Russia’s 
isolation, led by the US, is in fact 
tiie “lily-w'hite” West against the 
rest of the w'orld, the vast majority 
of which is people of color, and 
such an attempt will not succeed. 
“How can you say that the US lias 
isolated Russia if 1.4 billion Chi
nese and 1.4 billion Indians and 
Indonesians and Brazilians and 
South Africans and Iranians are all 
lined up against what’s happening 
in the lily-w'hite West?”

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken recently claimed at a 
new's conference that China is 
considering supplying weapons to 
Russia, which will lead to “conse
quences” Beijing firmly rejected 
his allegation.

China is not participating in 
this in any military way, Fuller 
emphasized. “Clearly, China has 
an understanding with Russia 
that it understands Russia’s secu
rity needs,” he said. “Both these 
countries share a view that they 
no longer accept a world in which 
the US, or even NATO, or even the 
West, is able to dictate what the 
security arrangements of the 
world should be.”

“So, tiie Russia-China relation
ship has now gotten much, much 
closer.... This will go on because 
they share this common geopoliti
cal goal of facing Western inter
vention around the world,” Fuller 
added.

lagers can now sell produce such as 
sweet potatoes and ginseng to pla
ces on the other side of the river. 

lYansportation improvement has 
been a major strategy for reducing 
regional poverty in Guizhou.

A host of giant infrastructure pro
jects have been rolled out over the 
past decade, and these have 
reshaped the province. Nowadays, 
Guizhou is home to 50 out of the 100 
highest bridges in tiie world, and 
many of the bridges were completed 
in tiie past decade.

Bridges in the mountains and hills 
that accountfor more than 90 percent 
of Guizhou’s landmass have helped 
the province achieve its seemingly 
unattainable poverty- reduction goal. 

The efficiency of transportation 
has been continuously improved as 
part of the poverty alleviation 
efforts, with remarkable results.

With the unproved accessibility 
and implementation of other anti
poverty strategies, Guizhou has 
been transformed from a region 
with the deepest poverty and the 
largest number of impoverished 
people in China into a region in 
which all counties have been lifted 
out of poverty, and extreme poverty 
has been eradicated.

Bridges have turned the once-iso
lated province into a gateway to 
Southwest China, boosting the flow 
of people, tourism and investments 
and driving economic growth.

Guizhou has seen significant 

improvements in other transporta
tion infrastructure as well during 
the past decade. The province man
aged to connect all its counties with 
expressways by 2015. Two years lat
er, it took the lead in western China 
in bringing paved roads and public 
transit to all villages.

Guizhou is also known as the 
“museum of world bridges”, thanks 
to more than 20,000 bridges across 
the province, according to Xinhua 
News Agency.

By official count, 251 high bridges 
have been built in Guizhou since 
2000 as part of a road network 
among mountains in the province. 

During his fact-finding trip to Gui
zhou in 2015, President Xi Jinping 
wanted to learn how poverty reduc
tion projects were being ran. He 
urged the government of Guizhou to 
pursue economic development 
through innovation and improve 
people’s livelihoods.

In 2021, Xi visited Guizhou again. 
By choosing the province, home to 
the last nine counties removed from 
the country’s poverty list, he wanted 

problems and have not brought 
peace to the Middle East, they added. 

John Kirby, a coordinator for stra
tegic communications at the US 
National Security Council, said at a 
briefing on Friday that Washington 
welcomes the agreement “if it can be 
sustained” He added that the US 
“has also worked on de-escalation 
through its own ‘effective combina
tion of deterrence and diplomacy1 ” 

Niu Xinchun, director of the Chi
na Institutes of Contemporary 
International Relations’ Institute 
of Middle East Studies, said that 
despite the US’ great influence on 
Middle East affairs, it is common 
for the US to pull the strings 
behind turmoil, directly intervene 
in conflicts, attach political condi
tions to areas such as negotiations, 
and seek to gain benefits from the 
countries involved.

“This makes the US unable to 
stand in an objective, neutral posi
tion to mediate conflicts and rela
tions, and even has a negative 
impact on resolving regional con
flicts,” Niu said.

about the Middle East at a news 
conference on the sidelines of the 
two sessions in Beijing without 
mentioning tiie talks. He said that 
China “will continue to uphold jus
tice” and support Middle Eastern 
countries in promoting political 
solutions to hot-spot issues.

Li Shaoxian, director of Ningxia 
University’s China-Arab Research 
Institute, said behind China’s suc
cessful final push in the reconcilia
tion are “trust from both countries, 
Beijing’s patience, Chinese diplomat
ic wisdom and a great sense of duty” 

“China honored its role as a 
responsible major country by 
showing the courage to undertake 
such a demanding task. This is a 
successful example of putting into 
practice the China-proposed Glob
al Security Initiative and jointly 
building a community with a 
shared future for mankind,” he 
said.

Wu Sike, China’s former special 
envoy on Middle East affairs, said 
the resumption of diplomatic ties 
between Saudi Arabia and Iran,

The world is now confronting 
many dangerous uncertainties, 
such as the United States and 
NATO exacerbating the Ukraine- 
Russia conflict, and economic dif
ficulties in the US and some major 
Western European countries. This 
has resulted in more people count
ing on China’s political consolida
tion and economic revitalization 
for economic certainty. 

The nearly 3,000 deputies of 
the National People’s Congress 
epitomize China’s whole-process 
people’s democracy.

Unlike political systems 
espoused by some Western coun
tries, China’s consensus-style and 
grassroots-based consultative 
democracy is inspired by its 
ancient Confucian moral values 
and unique traditions, and it has 
worked efficiently in past decades 
to uplift the lives of the people. 

At the two sessions, all socio
economic sectors are represented 
in political consultative meetings, 
including every ethnic minority 
group, the island province of Tai
wan and the Hong Kong and 
Macao special administrative 
regions.

Although the “two sessions” are 
political in nature, the discus
sions focus on economic issues 
and priorities.

In recent years, China has 
impressed the world with consist
ent socioeconomic achievements 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic, 
volatile global uncertainties and 
even unfortunate trade war poli
cies by some countries. The Beijing 
government and Chinese people 
have been resolute and persever
ing in sustaining economic devel
opment and social stability.

two major players in the Middle 
East, will help facilitate the resolu
tion of hot-spot issues in the 
region, including those in Yemen 
and Syria as well as the Palestini
an-Israeli conflict.

He said that while China’s phi
losophy advocates common and 
sustained security, there is another 
kind of outlook that seeks one 
country’s own security at tiie 
expense of others.

“The world sees clearly which 
security outlook is better” in having 
positive impacts on global security 
issues, Wu told the Beijing Daily 
newspaper.

Factors behind the Saudi Arabia- 
Iran agreement also include the 
increased sense of strategic autono
my of Middle East countries, the con
tinued de-escalation of tension 
between some countries and a 
decrease in interference and disrup
tion from external major countries, 
experts said.

The sanctions that tiie United 
States has imposed on Iran for over 
40 years have not really solved any

The number of bridges in
Guizhou province, 251 of which 
were built since 2000 as part 
of a road network among moun
tains in the region 

Top: Huayudong Bridge in Qingzhen, Guizhou province, is a winner of the Gustav Lindenthal Medal, one 
of the most prestigious international bridge construction awards. Guizhou has nearly half of the 100 tallest 
bridges in the world, michel euler/ap Above left: A villager in Haila a town in Guizhou, takes a zip line to cross
the Niulan River in March 2019. chen wushuai / for china daily Above right: People from Weining, Guizhou, walk 
across a bridge that replaced a zip line to reach Huize county in Yunnan province on Jan 22. shi die/ for china daily

______________

Guizhou’s bridge 
network stands as 
testament to how 
improved accessibility
helped erase poverty

i; .•**

The two sessions 
demonstrate China’s 
will and steps for 
technological inno
vation, making its 
economy globally 
competitive.
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Former CIA analysts: 
Proxy action on Russia 
to have consequences
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READY TO SERVE THE PEOPLE
A list of key officials of China's State Council endorsed by lawmakers at the first session of the 14th National People's Congress

PREMIER
Li Qiang

VICE-PREMIERS

bib
Ding Xuexiang He Life ng Zhang Guoqing Liu Guozhong

STATE COUNCILORS

Li Shangfu WangXiaohong Shen Yiqin Qin Gang

LEADERS OF THE 26 MINISTERIAL-LEVEL CENTRAL GOVT AGENCIES
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Tang Dengjie

Minister of civil affairs

Qin Gang
Minister of foreign 

affairs

Tang Renjian 
Minister of agriculture 

and rural affairs

He Rong
Minister of justice

Wang Wentao
Minister of commerce

Zheng Shanjie 
Head of the National 
Development and 

Reform Commission

Liu Kun
Minister of finance

Hu Heping
Minister of culture and 

tourism

Huai Jinpeng
Minister of education

Wang Xiaoping 
Minister of human 

resources and social 
security

Ma Xiaowei 
Head of the National 
Health Commission

Wu Zhenglong 
Secretary-general

of the State Council

Wang Zhigang 
Minister of science and 

technology

Pei Jinjia 
Minister of veterans 

affairs

JinZhuanglong
Minister of industry and 
information technology

Huang Runqiu 
Minister of ecology 
and environment

Wang Xiangxi 
Minister of emergency 

management

Pan Yue 
Head of the National 

Ethnic Affairs
Commission

Ni Hong
Minister of housing 

and urban-rural
development

Yi Gang 
Governor of the 

People's Bank of China

Li Xiaopeng
Minister of transport

WangXiaohong
Minister of public

security

Hou Kai 
Auditor-general of the 
National Audit Office

Chen Yixin
Minister of state 

security

Li Shangfu
Minister of national 

defense

Wang Guanghua 
Minister of natural

resources

Li Guoying
Minister of water 

resources

Li Qiang, Han ethnicity, 
was born in July 1959 
and is from Ruian, 
Zhejiang province. He 
started his first job in 
July 1976 and joined 
the Communist Party 
of China in April 1983. 
He received graduate 
education at the Central 
Party School and holds 
an executive MBA 
degree. 
Li is currently a 
member of the Standing 
Committee of the 
Political Bureau of 
the 20th CPC Central 
Committee, premier of 
the State Council and 
secretary of the Leading 
Party Members Group 
of the State Council.
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Deputies to the nation’s top legislature look at the result of a vote during the 
fourth plenary meeting of the first session of the 14th NPC on Saturday. 
FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY

Lift’
ldc~_

/t
ij

Atg

I

r- ^7 .f 
* ' 
"J

i

9C TB
L id

<-

Members of the Central Military Commission pledge allegiance to the 
Constitution on Saturday. Two of the members were also endorsed as CMC 
vice-chairmen, yueyuewei/ xinhua

Members of the 14th CPPCC National Committee leave the Great Hall of the 
People on Saturday after the closing meeting of the first session of the nation’s 
top political advisory body, zhang haofu / xinhua

President 
Xi Jinping, who 
is also general 
secretary of the 
Communist 
Party of 
China Central 
Committee and 
chairman of the 
Central Military 
Commission, 
waves to 
members of the 
14th National 
Committee of 
the Chinese 
People’s Political 
Consultative
Conference in 
the Great Hall of 
the People 
in Beijing on 
Saturday after 
the closing 
meeting of its 
first session. 
LI XU EREN/ XINHUA

Newly appointed 
Premier Li Qiang 
(right) shakes 
hands with his 
predecessor Li 
Keqiang at the 
fourth plenary 
meeting of the first 
session of the 14th 
National People’s 
Congress in the 
Great Hall of the 
People on 
Saturday. 
HUANG JINGWEN / 

XINHUA

Above:
Members of the 
Standing Commit
tee of the 14th NPC 
pledge allegiance 
to the Constitution 
on Saturday, xinhua

Right:
A deputy to the
14th NPC casts her 
vote during the 
fifth plenary meet
ing of the first ses
sion of the nation's 
top legislature on 
Sunday.
FENG YONGBIN/ 
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Pacific countries call for nuclear-free region
By WANG XU in Tokyo

AGENCIES— XINH UA
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By WANG XU in Tokyo 
wangmi@chinadaily.com.cn

ukushima has been an una
voidable topic since I was 
transferred to Japan in
2018. Every year around

March 11, a variety of things will 
just push you back to the devastat
ing event.

Well, they serve as a bitter 
reminder of the need for continued 
vigilance and action to address the 
continuing impact of the disaster, 
and to prevent similar tragedies 
from happening. I have to admit, 
however, that it just always leaves 
me, as a reporter, with a sense of 
helplessness due to the magnitude 
and complexity of this event. 

Over the years, as much as I have 
been moved by the remarkable 
strength demonstrated by Fukushi
ma people in restoring their lives 
while facing such adversity, I have 
also been shocked by the lack of 
transparency and accountability of 
the Japanese government and Tokyo 
Electric Power Company in dealing 
with the aftermath of the disaster. 

To name a few, the absence of safe
ty measures prevented taking ade
quate precautions to avoid the 
accident, the delayed response led to 
further damage and risks, die lack of 
transparency made people miscalcu
late their potential health exposure 
because of radiation, and the lack of 
accountability has now resulted in 
Japan, which has once experienced 
the brutal experiences of nuclear 
weapons in both Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945, wishing to pollute 
the Pacific with nuclear waste. 

The most confusing part of all 
this, I have to say, is the special 
structure that the Japanese govern
ment has devised to deal with 
Fukushima: letting the party that 
created the mess be the only one to 
handle it.

For the past 12 years Honoka, now 
85, lias been one of thousands of Jap
anese who have taken part in protests 
outside the Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry in Tokyo.

Their bone of contention: the han
dling of contaminated water in the 
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power 
Plant, eastern Japan, wrecked by an 
earthquake and tsunami that killed 
more than 15,000 people and trig
gered the meltdown of three nuclear 
reactors as well as the release of large 
amounts of radiation.

The dark 12 th anniversary of that 
disaster was marked on Saturday. 

Honoka, who requested not to be 
fully identified, said she was moved

MF

Suh Kune-yull, a professor emeri
tus of nuclear energy system engi
neering at Seoul National University, 
lias said the 1.35 million metric tons 
of radioactive water at Fukushima 
cannot be fully purified, and that an 
artificial lake of 200,000 square 
meters could meet Japan’s need to 
dump the water over the next 50 
years, at a cost of just $25 million.

Despite widespread opposition 
at home and abroad, Japanese poli
cymakers have shown little willing
ness to reconsider their ocean 
discharge plans. The country’s For
eign Ministry has signaled that the 
discharge will go ahead because “it 
is very likely” that the Internation
al Atomic Energy Agency will back 
such moves.

Liu Jing, deputy director of the 
China Atomic Energy Authority, 
strongly criticized the idea, saying 
Japan has arbitrarily approved its 
own plan and expedited the con
struction of discharge facilities, 
ignoring the LAEAs authoritative 
advice and opposition from both 
home and abroad.

Japan’s planned move is “an 
extremely irresponsible act that 
lias drawn grave concerns from the 
international community and rele
vant countries”, he said.

On Saturday, in Iwaki, a city in Fukushima, people observe a moment of silence at 2:46 pm, the time when the magnitude-9.0 earthquake and tsunami struck off Japan’s
northeastern coast on March 11,2011, killing thousands and triggering one of the world’s worst nuclear accidents, issei kato / Reuters

announced the so-called Pacific 
Bond policy, an initiative to take 
stronger action on climate change 
and to improve ties with Pacific 
countries.

To allay the concerns over its 
plans for releasing nuclear-con
taminated water into the Pacific 
Ocean, Japanese authorities have 
sought to reassure them that what 
they wall do will be safe and that 
there is no alternative. Nearly all 
radioactive particles wall be elimi
nated before the water is dis
charged into the ocean, they say.

blood of the region, have been dev
astated by the disaster.

As the Fukushima plant’s opera
tor, Tokyo Electric Power Company, 
moves closer to discharging the 
nuclear-contaminated water, local 
opposition has intensified.

“The government gave us a 
promise and is now doing exactly 
the opposite,” said Tetsu Nozaki, 
head of Fukushima Prefectural Fed
eration of Fisheries Cooperative 
Associations, referring to an agree
ment reached by it, the national 
government and TEPCO.

“The treated water must not be 
released without the consent of all 
those involved.”

by the resilience and determination 
of Fukushima people and thus vol
unteered to join them to raise 
broader awareness about the chal
lenges and hardships they face. She 
is not from Fukushima, she said. 

“Many of them were forced to 
leave their homes in the aftermath 
of the disaster, unsure of when, or if, 
they would be able to return.”

The national government’s han
dling of the disaster had left her 
feeling betrayed, she said.

“The government abandoned the 
people of Fukushima when they 
needed it most.”

Nevertheless, over the years 
there has been a concerted drive to 
rebuild Fukushima and bring back 
those who left it. Now one of the 
major concerns is what to do with

The fruit of Tokyo’s years of trying 
to build closer ties with its Pacific 
neighbors appears to be in jeopar
dy, as Japan prepares to discharge 
radioactive wastewater from the 
stricken Fukushima Daiichi Nucle
ar Power Plant into the ocean. 

“We need to remind Japan and 
other nuclear states of our Nuclear 
Free and Independent Pacific 
movement slogan: If it is safe, 
dump it in Tokyo, test it in Paris, 
and store it in Washington, but 
keep our Pacific nuclear-free,” said 
Motarilavoa Hilda Lini, a chief of 
the Turaga nation of Pentecost 
Island in Vanuatu.

Many of the leaders of the Pacific 
Islands Forum, the region’s main 
diplomatic body, have voiced similar 
sentiments. At a news conference 
two weeks ago, Fiji’s Acting Prime 
Minister Manoa Kamikamica said, 
“A question that has been asked is if 
the Advanced Liquid Processing 
System-treated water is so safe, why 
not reuse it in Japan for alternative 
purposes, in manufacturing and 
agriculture for instance?”

The disappointment and frustra
tion the Pacific countries are airing 
came only a few years after Japan 
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the nuclear-contaminated water in 
tiie plant, and in particular official 
plans to start releasing it into the 
Pacific Ocean.

The toxic water has been used to 
cool the highly radioactive, dam
aged reactor cores, and there is 
enough of it to fill 500 Olympic-size 
swimming pools. The government 
has said it plans to start discharging 
tiie water this spring or summer. 

“Dumping the toxic w'ater is con
trary to a government pledge of 
rebuilding my hometown of 
Fukushima, because it threatens a 
double blow to our community,” 
said Hisae Unuma, one of the 
160,000 people evacuated from the 
region and who has been among 
those pushing for the government 
to scrap its discharge plan.

Many evacuees such as Unuma 
have refused to return to their 
hometowns even though the gov
ernment has lifted evacuation

Widespread skepticism
However, there is widespread 

skepticism over such claims, with 
many critics saying Japan has long 
tried to make out that the conse
quences of the 2011 nuclear disas
ter wmuld be relatively short-lived.

Several studies and reports by 
various countries and environmen
tal groups have said it has been 
proven that there is no technical, 
engineering or legal barrier to secur
ing storage space for ALPS-treated 
contaminated water. It is only a mat
ter of political will, they say, and the 
ocean discharge decision is based 
purely on economic expediency, giv
en that it is the cheapest option.

Power Company, operator of the 
Fukushima nuclear station, a 
crowd expressed its strong opposi
tion to the dischaige plan.

Messages on signs they held 
included “The ocean is not a dust
bin” and “Do not discharge nuclear- 
contaminated water into tiie sea” 

“I am strongly opposed to tiie 
discharge,” said Makoto Yanagida 
of the environmental organization 
Tanpoposya.

“The contaminated water, if 
stored for 100 years, will be much 
less radioactive according to its 
half-life, and there is room for 
these tanks in Fukushima.

“There are too many radioac
tive elements in the water, not just 
tritium.”

In front of two of the power 
company’s officials who remained 
silent, one of the protesters read 
aloud a petition.

“The radioactive elements in the 
nuclear waste water will return to 
the human body through the food 
chain, including algae and fish, 
and will again damage people’s 
health.”

At least 378 children in Fukushi
ma have been diagnosed with thy
roid cancer since the accident, said 
Toshiko Okada, a member of a citi
zens’ group.

“Our clean ocean and beautiful 
home should be given back to us.” 

Also on Saturday people gath
ered in front of the Prime Minis
ter’s official residence to protest 
against the plan to discharge w'ater 
from the plant into tiie ocean.

Protesters’ chants resounded 
amid the playing of drams: ‘The 
Fukushima nuclear accident must 
not be forgotten”, “Protect tiie sea” 
and “Protect the children”

Wang Xu 
Reporter’s
log

orders and spent huge amounts of 
money on rebuilding local facilities 
and housing.

The Board of Audit, which 
reviews national government 
spending, says Japan lias spent 
about 1 trillion yen ($73 billion) a 
year on handling the disaster, and 
how much the total will be for deal
ing with its aftermath is unknown. 

The Reconstruction Agency says 
about 80,000 residents have been 
evacuated from Fukushima prefec
ture since 2011, and just 16,000 of 
them have returned home.

In the Tsushima district of Namie 
towm, which once had a population 
of 1,400, and where reconstruction 
work has just finished, few'er than 10 
residents are reported to have said 
they plan to move back this spring. 

For those who have returned or 
never left, life promises to be far 
from ideal, because the agriculture 
and fishing industries, once the life- 

TOKYO — As Japan moves clos
er to its planned release of nuclear- 
contaminated water from the 
wrecked Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Plant, local resi
dents are expressing their anger 
and opposition.

On Saturday, 12 years had 
passed from when a magni
tudes .0 earthquake hit northeast
ern Japan that, with an ensuing 
tsunami, ravaged large parts of tiie 
coast and left ahnost 20,000 peo
ple dead, including about 3,700 
whose subsequent deaths were 
linked to the disaster.

A moment of silence was 
observed nationwide at 2:46 pm, 
the time the earthquake struck.

Some residents inthetsunami-hit 
northern prefectures of Iwate and 
Miyagi walked to the coast to pray 
for their loved ones and the 2,519 
whose remains were never found.

In Tomioka, one of the Fukushi
ma towns where initial searches 
had to be abandoned because of 
radiation, firefighters and police 
used sticks and a hoe to rake 
through the coastline looking for 
the possible remains of the victims 
or their belongings.

At an elementary school in Sen
dai, in Miyagi prefecture north of 
Fukushima, participants released 
hundreds of colorful balloons in 
memory of those who died.

At a ceremony, the Governor of 
Fukushima Masao Uchibori said 
decontamination and reconstruc
tion had made progress, but “we 
still face many difficult problems”. 

As Japan prepares to dump 
nuclear-contaminated water into 
the Pacific Ocean, locals are 
expressing their anger and oppo
sition.

On Saturday in front of the 
headquarters of the Tokyo Electric

Evading responsibility
The government, which had been 

championing nuclear power, made 
TEPCO own up to its responsibility. 
By keeping the power company 
afloat to safeguard shareholders 
and bank lenders, it used public 
funds to establish the Nuclear 
Damage Liability Facilitation Fund 
to grant loans to the company to 
deal with the disaster. This arrange
ment conveniently enabled the gov
ernment to evade responsibility for 
the nuclear cleanup. 

It is because of these arrange
ments and other strict restrictions 
and limited access to the site that 
journalists like me have been 
forced to rely on second-hand infor
mation and official statements 
when covering Fukushima, which 
often lack detail and are subject to 
censorship.

The difficulty in obtaining accu
rate and timely information has 
already made it challenging to pro
vide accurate and objective report
ing, not to mention that the cover-up 
and the wall of secrecy and resist
ance have further complicated the 
job of keeping the public informed 
and raising awareness about the 
long-term effects of dumping nucle
ar-contaminated water into the sea. 

Despite these obstacles, it is 
always good to see that many jour
nalists have persevered in their 
efforts to report on Fukushima. 
They continue to investigate and 
gather information, often at great 
personal risk, to shed light on the 
situation and hold those responsible 
accountable. Those efforts have con
stantly encouraged me and made 
me proud of being part of them. 

The Fukushima disaster is a 
sobering reminder of the power of 
nature and the limitations of 
human technology. While reporting 
on it is a difficult and often thank
less task, it is undoubtedly an indis
pensable w'ork in times of crisis, 
reminding people that though little 
is understood about how to deal 
with the melted-down reactors, or 
how long it will take to end the radi
ation threat, we must hold the deci
sion-makers accountable, and the 
collective effort of all individuals are 
needed in building a better world.

A
L.

Left: Protesters gather opposite the Tokyo Electric Power Company expressing disapproval of the 
plan to dump radioactive wastewater into the sea. zhang xiaoyu / xinhua Right: A fisherman washes 
noodle fish to be sold at Tsurishihama fishing port in Fukushima, on March 2. kim kyung-hoon / Reuters

s 
SiL’-S

Thousands of lives lost, 
and children have cancer
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After catastrophe, only a handful of 
evacuated residents prefer to return
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Editor’s note: On Saturday, Japan marked the 12th anniversary of the massive earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster with a minute of silence, as global concerns grew ahead of the planned release into the Pacific Ocean of
nuclear-contaminated water from the wrecked Fukushima nuclear power plant. China Daily reviews how locals are still suffering from the disaster and their opposition to the controversial discharge plan.
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Highlights of foreign congratulatory messages
on Xi’s election as Chinese president

World leaders extend congratulations to Xi Jinping on his election as president of the People’s Republic of China
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Russian scholars: Two sessions ensure Chinas stability in policies

US to rescue failed banks’ depositors

Agencies contributed to this story.
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Statement by US Treasury, 
Federal Reserve and FDIC

will continue to play a constructive 
role in global and regional affairs.

In his message, Indonesian Presi
dent Joko Widodo called on Indone
sia and China, strategic partners for

US Senator Mark Warner, a Vir
ginia Democrat, said on ABC News’ 
This Week that he was concerned 
that SVB’s collapse could prompt 
people to transfer money from other 
regional banks to larger institutions. 

“We don’t want further consolida
tion” in the banking industry, he said. 

But Warner suggested there would 
be a “moral hazard” in reimbursing 
depositors in excess of the $250,000 
FDIC limit and said an acquisition 
would be the best next step.

Many SVB deposits exceeded that 

SVB had to sell securities at a loss to 
cover the withdrawals.

The bank had bought tens of bil
lions of dollars of seemingly safe 
assets, primarily longer-term US 
TYeasurys and government-backed 
mortgage securities, the latter of 
which were at the heart of the 2008 
financial crisis.

But those pay fixed interest rates in 
maturities that can be as long as 30 
years. The term isn’t a problem per 
se unless the bank suddenly needs to 
sell die securities.

As interest rates have surged, the 
securities are worth less on the open 
market than their valuation on die 
bank’s balance sheets.

When interest rates rise — as they 
have die past year or so as the Federal 
Reserve looks to stem four-decade- 
high infiation — the market price of 
the bonds drops. As a result, when 
the securities have to be sold, it will 
be at a loss.

The collapse of SVB sent rever
berations around the world, with 
the British government rushing to 
limit any fallout stemming from the 
bank’s UK subsidiary and worries in 
countries like Israel and India, where 
tech firms have relied on the bank.

Shockwaves from SVB’s collapse 
showed up in die S&P 500 regional 
banks index, which dropped 4.3 
percent on Friday to end the week 
down 18 percent, its worst five-day 
dip since 2009.

China’s two sessions as well as the 
reelection of Xi Jinping for the third 
term as president are important for 
China, as they push die stability in 
both domestic and foreign policies, 
Russian experts have said.

It is significant when China set a 
GDP target of about 5 percent for 
2023, while its annual defense bud
get continued to see single-digit 
growth for the eighth year in a row, 
witii an increase of 7.2 percent this 
year, said Andrey Karneev, head of 
the School of Oriental Studies at the 
HSE University, one of Russia’s top 
universities.

“China’s main goal at the moment 

that under Xi’s strong leadership, 
China will eventually achieve its 
Second Centenary Goal.

Brunei’s Sultan Haji Hassanal 
Bolkiah said he believes that China

level — with some reports that more 
than 90 percent of SVB deposits did. 

“There’s something very ugly hap
pening right now: VCs & startup 
execs who stand to lose their deposits 
at SVB are going *out of their way* 
to push a narrative that there’ll be a 
bank run on Monday if SVB deposi
tors aren’t bailed out by the govern
ment,” tweeted Vivek Ramaswamy, a 
Republican candidate for president 

He wrote that “SVB’s situation is 
unique: a staggering *89%* of its 
deposits were uninsured (way higher 
than normal banks). And they didn’t 
hedge interest rate risk which is a 
cardinal sin given the portfolio they 
held,” adding that the bank pledged 
$5 billion in 2022 to “sustainable 
finance and carbon neutral opera
tions to support a healthier planet”. 

“We, file American people, would 
be better off if the Federal Reserve 
Bank, an instrument of the very 
wealthy and connected, did not exist 
to socialize the risks of insiders while 
distorting our economy, destroying 
jobs, and devaluing our currency,” 
US Representative Thomas Massie, 
a Kentucky Republican, tweeted 
Sunday.

The FDIC seized SVB on Friday 
after a run on its deposits thwarted 
the bank’s attempts to raise fresh 
capital and bolster its finances.

The bank began the slide into 
insolvency when its customers, large
ly technology companies that needed 
cash as they struggled to get financ
ing, started withdrawing deposits.

would offer loans up to one year to 
depository institutions, backed by 
Treasury notes and other assets these 
institutions hold.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
had said earlier on Sunday that she 
was working with banking regula
tors to respond after SVB became 
the largest bank to fail since the 2008 
financial crisis, following the collapse 
of Washington Mutual that year.

SVB had $209 billion in assets and 
$175.4 billion in deposits at the time 
of failure, the FDIC said in a state
ment. The bank served mostly tech
nology workers and venture capital- 
backed companies.

“We want to make sure that the 
troubles that exist at one bank don’t 
create contagion to others that are 
sound,” Yellen told CBS’ Face the 
Nation.

But she emphasized that the situ
ation was different from the finan
cial crisis almost 15 years ago, which 
led to bank bailouts to protect the 
industry.

‘We’re not going to do that again,” 
she said. “But we are concerned 
about depositors, and we’re focused 
on trying to meet their needs.”

A senior US Treasury official said 
Sunday that the firms were not being 
bailed out, but that depositors were 
being protected.

Comorian President Azali Assou- 
mani said he expects China to play a 
greater leadership role in promot
ing stronger multilateralism, and 
peace, security and progress around 
the world, especially in Africa.

The election reflects the trust of 
the Chinese people in Xi’s valuable 
contributions to the cause of social
ism, said First Secretary of the Cen
tral Committee of the Communist 
Party of Cuba and Cuban President 
Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez.

Cuba is deeply honored for its 
intimate friendship with Xi and the 
Chinese people, the Communist 
Party of China, or CPC, and the Chi
nese government, he added.

The wise decision-making by the 
Chinese president and the impor
tant resolutions made at China’s two 
sessions have created solid founda
tions for China’s bright future and 
prosperity, said President of Kazakh
stan Kassym-JomartTokayev.

Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov 
said he believes that under the out
standing leadership of the CPC with 
Xi at its core, the Chinese people are 
bound to realize the grand blueprint 
of building a modern socialist coun
try in all respects and promoting the 
great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation on all fronts through a Chi
nese path to modernization.

The election shows that Xi’s gov
erning philosophy has won the sup
port of the entire nation, said Tajik 
President Emomali Rahmon.

Under Xi’s wise leadership, Chi
na’s international prestige and sta
tus have been continuously lifted, 
Rahmon said.

Under Xi’s leadership, President 
of Turkmenistan Serdar Berdimu- 
hamedov said, China has developed 
rapidly with its people’s living stan
dards continuously improving, and

sustainable economic growth.” 
S&P 500 stock futures rose 1.4 per

cent after the announcement.
Regulators had worked over the 

weekend to try to come up with a 
buyer for SVB, the second-largest 
bank failure in history. Those efforts 
appeared to have come up empty as 
of Sunday.

SVB equity and bondholders 
would be wiped out, said the offi
cial, who briefed reporters after the 
announcement late Sunday.

The regulators also announced 
that New York-based Signature Bank 
had foiled and was being seized on 
Sunday. At more than $110 billion 
in assets, Signature Bank is now 
the third-largest bank failure in US 
history.

The officials also said that deposi
tors at the bank, which was closed 
Sunday by the New York state finan
cial regulator, would be made whole 
at no loss to the taxpayer. The bank 
was a go-to institution for cryptocur
rency companies.

Signature’s shareholders and unse
cured debtors will not be protected, 
and management has been removed, 
the officials said.

The Federal Reserve also said 
Sunday it would make additional 
funding available through a new 
Bank Term Funding Program, which 

Italian President Sergio Mattarel- 
la said in his congratulatory mes
sage to President Xi Jinping that 
Italy and China have maintained 
close exchanges and strong friend
ship between the two peoples, dem
onstrating the common desire to 
deepen mutually beneficial cooper
ation and dialogue.

The two sides should seize the cur
rent opportunity to push for greater 
development of the comprehensive 
strategic partnership between Italy 
and China, Mattarella said.

Serbian President Aleksandar 
Vucic said he is confident that under 
Xi’s diligent, wise and visionary 
leadership, China will make new 
and impressive achievements in 
various fields.

Serbia firmly supports the one-Chi- 
na principle and the policy of “one 
country, two systems”, Vucic said.

Argentine President Alberto Fer
nandez expressed his wishes that 
China will continue to move for
ward firmly under Xi’s leadership in 
his new term to achieve national 
prosperity and people’s well-being.

Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro said that Xi is a great leader 
and a friend of the Venezuelan peo
ple, adding that Venezuela is willing 
to work with China to further deep
en bilateral cooperation and build a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind.

President of the Central African 
Republic Faustin-ArchangeTouade- 
ra said he believes that under Xi’s 
strong leadership, the Chinese peo
ple will surely score one great victo
ry after another in their new journey 
toward building a modern socialist 
country in all respects and advanc
ing the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation on all fronts through 
a Chinese path to modernization.

The US government took extraor
dinary steps Sunday after the his
toric failure of Silicon Valley Bank, 
assuring depositors at the venture 
capital-heavy institution that they 
would be able to quickly access all of 
their money.

The announcement came amid 
fears that the factors that caused the 
Santa Clara, California-based bank to 
foil could cause a banking contagion, 
and only a couple of hours before 
trading opened on Asian markets.

The Treasury Department, the Fed
eral Reserve and the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) said 
Sunday that all SVB clients will be 
protected — including accounts that 
exceed the FDIC-insured limit of 
$250,000.

“Depositors will have access to 
all of their money starting Monday, 
March 13. No losses associated with 
the resolution of Silicon Valley Bank 
will be borne by the taxpayer,” the 
agencies said in a joint statement. 

“This step will ensure that the US 
banking system continues to perform 
its vital roles of protecting depos
its and providing access to credit 
to households and businesses in a 
manner that promotes strong and 

about supporting business and wel
fare in Hong Kong, where, accord
ing to the law, only patriots can 
govern now'.”

Vasily Kashin, director at the Cen
ter for Comprehensive European 
and International Studies at HSE 
University, said he focused on Chi
na’s new government restructuring 
plan, which is intended to further 
consolidate financial regulation 
under one government body instead 
of across different institutions.

According to Maslov, these 
reforms were just about timing, as 
Beijing is able to strive for economic 
stabilization in today’s unstable con
ditions, “not to mention when Chi
nese authorities planned to create 12 
million new jobs in cities and urban- 

Speaking of Sino-Russian rela
tions, tiie Russian newspaper Vedo
mosti noted that President Vladimir 
Putin was the first world leader to 
congratulate Xi on his reelection.

For Russia, Xi’s reelection for a 
third term is an element of stability 
in its policies with China, Karneev 
said, adding that it is an element that 
will contribute to the development 
of Sino-Russian relations, especially 
taking into account the personal 
relationship between the leaders.

The most important result 
achieved by the two sessions as well 
as Xi’s reelection is representing the 
continuity of both domestic and for
eign policies, said Yana Leksyutina, a 
professor at the St. Petersburg State 
University.

As the leadership remains stable, 
China will be more determined in 
major events in the international 
arena, Leksyutina said.

Gerasimov said he will keep a 
close w'atch on whether the new 
Premier Li Qiang will exclude the 
risk of tightening the regulatory 
environment for business and for
eign trade, although this risk has 
been periodically realized in the last 
few years.

China is now trying to maintain 
balance and maintain relations with 
key trading partners at the proper 
level, as demonstrated by the recent 
trips of Wang Yi, a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee 
and director of the Office of the Cen
tral Foreign Affairs Commission, 
aimed at relieving tensions in trade 
relations with Europe, Gerasimov 
added.

each other, to further strengthen 
cooperation and promote the pros
perity of the two countries, so as to 
continue to contribute to regional 
peace and stability.

Singaporean Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong said as China is enter
ing a new stage of development, he 
is confident that Xi wall continue to 
lead China to sustained develop
ment and prosperity.

He said that he looks forward to 
working with Xi to take bilateral 
relations to a new level.

Pakistani Prime Minister Shah- 
baz Sharif said under Xi’s visionary 
leadership, China and the great Chi
nese nation have made great 
achievements in the development of 
human causes, he added.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen said he firmly believes that Xi 
will continue to lead China to 
extraordinary achievements.

The Cambodia-China friendship 
is unbreakable, and Cambodia is 
willing to work with China to build a 
Cambodia-China community with a 
shared future, he said.

Noting that this year marks the 
45th anniversary of the signing of 
tiie Japan-China lYeaty of Peace and 
Friendship, Japanese Prime Minis
ter Fumio Kishida said he would like 
to maintain communication with Xi 
and promote the building of con
structive and stable Japan-China 
relations.

Singaporean President Halimah 
Yacob, Pakistani President Arif Alvi, 
Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin 
Khurelsukh, Maldivian President 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solili, and the 
Fourth King of Bhutan, Jigme Sin- 
gye Wangchuck, also sent their con
gratulations on Xi’s election.

type settlements and ensure con
sumer price growth does not exceed 
3 percent”

For Karneev, China’s GDP growth 
target this year is reasonable. 
Despite a slight slowdown last year, 
the Chinese economy maintained 
its growth potential, and such a tar
get seems quite achievable, he said. 

From the point of view of mone
tary policy, the People’s Bank of Chi
na has repeatedly stated its 
commitment to supporting the 
economy, so it is unlikely to raise 
rates or take other measures to limit 
lending — in conditions of the need 
to increase domestic consumption, 
this will be unjustified, said Igor Ger
asimov, analyst at BCS World of 
Investments.

is to ensure economic recovery, so 
economic and financial restrictions 
from the Chinese side are currently 
out of the question,” he said.

Alexey Maslov, director of the 
Institute of the Asian and African 
Studies at Moscow State Universi
ty, said he also pays attention to 
the figures when China’s national 
legislators and political advisers 
have gathered in Beijing for their 
annual meetings, known as the 
two sessions.

“It is important that the defense 
budget is growing,” he said. “The 
budget for foreign diplomacy is also 
increasing — It has grown by 12.2 
percent, which might lead to its acti
vation. An important issue was also 
put forward to the new government 

Foreign diplomats and journalists 
at the opening meeting of the 
first session of the 14th National 
People’s Congress in Beijing 
on March 5.
PHOTOS BY WANG ZHUANGFEI / CHINA DAILY

Depositors will have 
access to all of their 
money starting
Monday, March 13. 
No losses associated 
with the resolution of 
Silicon Valley Bank 
will be borne by the 
taxpayer.”

the country lias kept playing a con
structive role in international 
affairs.

Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziy- 
oyev said that under Xi’s leader
ship, China has achieved 
unprecedented development.

China’s international prestige has 
significantly improved, and it is 
becoming a strong nation in an all
round way, he said, adding that Xi’s 
reelection as Chinese president is a 
major event in Chinese history.

Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko said he firmly believes
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Industrial chain sharpens China’s edge
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bilize industrial growth and speed 
up the building of a modern indus
trial system.

“Targeted policies will be intro
duced to boost the stable growth of 
pillar industries, such as automo
biles and electronics, while efforts 
should be made to cultivate fresh 
growth points in new energy, new 
materials and other emerging 
industries,” he said.

According to the Ministry of 
Industry and Information Technol
ogy, China has been the world’s larg
est manufacturing power in terms 
of industrial output for years. It is 
also the only country in the world 
that has developed all the industrial 
categories listed in the United 
Nations industrial classification.

“China is a unique ultra-large sin
gle market in the world, and the 
Chinese market is key to stabilizing

Electric vehicle maker Tesla Inc 
took 12 years to produce its first one 
million vehicles. But, from the 
3-million mark to 4 million, the US 
carmaker took just seven months, a 
milestone achieved on March 2 on 
the back of tremendous contribu
tions from its Gigafactory in Shang
hai, which produced over 710,000 
EVs last year.

The Shanghai plant also 
accounted for more than half of 
Tesla’s 1.3 million vehicles sold glo
bally last year — a testament to the 
country’s extremely strong supply 
and industrial chains.

These chains also explain why 
Chinese consumers are able to buy 
the latest iPhone models of Apple 
Inc within hours of their launch via 
China’s famed online delivery plat
forms, in contrast to dayslong waits 
of buyers in other countries. Some 
90 percent of such Apple products 
are made in China.

China’s supply and industrial 
chains offer comprehensive services 
from raw material supply, compo
nent production, distribution, 
assembly, processing and logistics to 
final delivery to consumers, experts 
said. And the global industrial chain 
is much better for that feet.

Despite global economic down
turn and US sanctions, China has 
made it clear that any attempts to 
sever supply chains will harm the 
world, and the country will contin
ue to play an important and posi
tive role in stabilizing global 
industrial chains.

According to the latest Govern
ment Work Report, the countiy will 
accelerate the modernization of its 
industrial system, with focus on key 
industrial chains in the manufac
turing sector. Pooling of quality 
resources and concerted efforts for 
breakthroughs in core technologies 
in key fields will mark the drive.

On the sidelines of the two ses
sions, the annual sittings of China’s 
top legislature and top political 
advisory body, Jin Zhuanglong, 
minister of industry and informa
tion technology, said that the 
country will ramp up efforts to sta-

nod

to find an alternative is very likely 
to injure their own production. If 
supply becomes insufficient, it wall 
be unfavorable for a company’s 
development and lead to damage to 
companies’ competitiveness on die 
global stage,” he said.

Agreed Wu Dongmei, global 
senior vice-president of Dell, who 
said in an earlier interview with 
China Daily that “Dell doesn’t just 
have a sales office in China” and 
the company’s development in the 
country is based on “long-term 
consideration”.

“Dell has a full value chain here 
(in China) from design, research 
and development, production, 
manufacturing, to supply chain 
management, sales and services 
that supports the development of 
the company’s business in China 
and globally?’ Wu said.

“We’ve become very focused in 
China since Dell decided to operate 
in the country. In fact, we have done 
assessments and many conditions 
in the Chinese market are basically 
better than in other places.”

According to a report by market 
consultancy Canalys, Dell was the 
second-largest PC vendor in China 
in the third quarter last year with a 
market share of 11.7 percent, behind 
Lenovo Group’s 38.2 percent.

Craig Allen, president of the 
US-China Business Council, said in 
an interview that “China is an 
attractive location for supply chain 
integration”.

Most US companies investing in 
China are “in China, for China”, and 
they hope to serve Chinese markets 
through highly global supply chains 
that involve imports and localized 
production, Allen said.

He also said China’s scale moti
vates US companies, while the 
nation’s ecosystem is strengthened 
greatly by investments in infra
structure and talent.

As the country optimized its 
COVID-19 response and border 
control measures, top executives 
from prominent MNCs have dis
closed their plans to visit China this 
month.

The Wall Street Journal reported 
that Apple CEO Tim Cook and Pfiz
er CEO Albert Bourla are expected 
to visit China this year. France’s 
L’Oreal Group also confirmed its 
executives will visit China shortly. 

“The decisions of consumers and 
businesses so far have been more 
powerful than governments,” said 
Ed Gresser, former assistant of US 
Trade Representative for Trade Poli
cy and Economics, in an interview.

the supply of the global industrial 
chain,” said Huang Qifen, former 
mayor of Chongqing and executive 
academic vice-president of die Chi
na Institute for Innovation & Devel
opment Strategy.

The single market, according to 
him, is “unified” in law' system, tax 
system, business rules and otiier fee- 
tors that are key to economic devel
opment. India, for instance, typifies 
a fragmented national market gov
erned by different state-level law' 
systems and business rules, he said. 

“Thus, such a single market 
advantage (in China) can greatly 
lower costs related to manufactur
ing, research and development, 
fixed asset investment, logistics, 
market development and even raw 
material procurement. This scale 
advantage can reduce 30 percent to 
40 percent of the entire manufac-

he semiconductor market 
has spawned a growing 
rivalry between die world’s 

two largest economies, with the US 
government striving to curb the 
technological rise of China.

But use of political power in an 
industrial chain that is highly glo
balized and based on market 
dynamic will eventually harm the 
interests of companies globally, 
including those in die United States 
itself, experts said.

Recognizing this, several MNCs 
said they are against US sanctions 
on China’s chip industry.

In a podcast widi Financial 
Times, Microsoft Co-Founder Bill 
Gates decried the professed ration
ale behind such sanctions and said 
he does not think the US will ever be 
successful in preventing China from 
hating cutting-edge chips.

“Given that they (China) are at 
scale to catch up fairly quickly, I 
don’t see howthat’s (sanctions) some 
gigantic benefit (for the US),” he said. 

“So if you really think there’s gon
na be a (trade) war in the next dec
ade, then you shouldn’t have 
warned them that you were gonna 
cut their chips off in advance.”

Similar views have been shared by 
Dutch chipmaking equipment mak
er ASML Holding CEO Peter Wen- 
nink. He said tiiat US sanctions 
w'ould eventually push Beijing to suc
cessfully develop its owm technology 
in advanced chipmaking machines. 

“If they cannot get those 
machines, tiiey will develop them 
themselves. That will take time, but 
ultimately they will get there,” he 
said in an interviewwith Bloomberg. 

“The laws of physics in China are 
the same as here,” Wennink said. 
“The more you put them under pres
sure, the more likely it is tiiat tiiey 
wall double up their efforts” in build
ing lithography machines tiiat can 
rival those of ASML, he said.

According to research company 
Daxue Consulting, as the world’s 
largest chip market, the Chinese 
mainland consumes more than half 
of the world’s semiconductors, 
which are then assembled into tech 
products to be reexported or sold in 
the domestic market.

At the beginning of March, the then 
vice-premier Liu He called for efforts 
to mobilize resources nationwide to 
promote the development of integrat
ed circuits, and offer real national 
treatment to foreign chip experts.

During a tour to IC enterprises in 
Beijing, Liu said that to develop the 
industry, China should take advan
tage of a new system for mobilizing 
resources nationwide. It should also 
make better use of government and 
market resources.

He urged the government to formu
late industrial policies in line with 
national conditions and new situa
tions, play an organizational role in 
areas where the market fails and guide 
long-term investment in the field.

Also, efforts should be made to 
form a mechanism to tackle major 
problems, where companies act as 
the main players, and rely on entre
preneurs to achieve healthy devel
opment of the IC industry.

Soon after Liu’s comments, smart
phone maker Xiaomi Corp and soft
ware and cloud company Kingsoft 
Corp, along with a handful of other 
investors, announced the plan to set 
up a 10 billion yuan ($1.44 billion) 
fund to develop chips and related tech
nologies, a regulatory filing showed. 

“Amid US chip sanctions, Liu’s visit 
is expected to give strong confidence 
to companies and the entire chip mar
ket. It also sends a signal that a sup
portive policy for the semiconductor 
industry is likely to be launched soon,” 
said Wang Peng, a researcher at the 
Beijing Academy of Social Sciences.

Roger Sheng, vice-president of 
research at US market research com
pany Gartner, said, “China is now'seek
ing a more flexible, supportive policy 
inorderto bettermobilize resources in 
the IC industry so as to avoid wasting 
time and resources while exploring 
ways to solve bottlenecks.”
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Imported cars are unloaded at the Tianjin Port in September, tong yu / china news service
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Above: The exhibition stand of Pfizer during the fifth China Inter
national Import Expo in Shanghai in November.
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Bottom: Consumers select products at an Apple store on Nanjing 
Road Walkway in Shanghai in December.
WANG GANG / FOR CHINA DAILY

Comprehensive 
services stabilize 
global markets, 
give MNCs many 
opportunities

Despite 
chip curbs, 
nation will

hiring costs,” he said.
In Huaqiangbei, an area in 

Shenzhen, Guangdong province, 
known for electrical goods, local 
electronic component traders have 
built a trade ecosystem with the 
help of WeCom, Tencent’s enter
prise communication platform.

Via WeCom, 2,000 local 
upstream and downstream small 
and medium-sized traders are con
nected. As business opportunities 
can be shared in real time on the 
sidebars of WeCom, these SMEs can 
communicate with each other and 
dock businesses directly.

“Electronic component transac
tions are usually in huge amounts 
and fragmented, and it is really hard 
to find suitable orders offline. But 
with WeCom, transaction efficiency 
can be greatly improved,” said Peng 
Jiaying, president of Shenzhen 
Mecrli Technology Co Ltd.

Data from WeCom showed that 
expressions of intent for the dock
ing of electronic components on the 
platform increased by 186 percent 
in February compared with the pre
vious month.

“As China’s economy continues to 
stabilize this year, the surging 
domestic demand will continue to 
drive it to be a market tiiat no multi
national w'ants to lose,” said Wang 
Peng, a research er at the Beijing 
Academy of Social Sciences.

“China has great advantages in 
the global consumer electronics 
chain for its efficient cooperation 
of multiple manufacturing steps, 
including raw material supply 
and mold design to final assem
bly,” he said.

Recent years have witnessed 
market rumors that several tech 
and manufacturing companies are 
gauging the feasibility of moving 
production and assembly aw'ay 
from China to other markets like 
Vietnam and India.

“For many multinationals, it 
seems that their acts belie their 
words, as many of their current 
production largely relies on Chi
na’s supply chain. It would be very 
difficult for any company to find 
an alternative in the short term,” 
said Xiang Ligang, director-gener
al of the Information Consump
tion Alliance, a telecom industry 
association.

Xiang said that electronic prod
ucts like PCs do not generate a big 
profit margin, thus production 
costs matter, especially when semi
conductors made in China are gen
erally cheaper.

“Forcing these foreign companies
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devote themselves to innovation 
and entrepreneurship,” he added.

Cai called for more policies to 
encourage private enterprises to 
expand international markets, 
especially those involved with the 
Belt and Road Initiative and the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership.

By JIANG XUEQING
jiangccueqing@chinadaily.com  en

“With more overseas support, 
private companies can extend their 
supply chains into foreign markets 
through overseas equity participa
tion, mergers and acquisitions, and 
establishment of strategic allian
ces,” he said.

In the Government Work Report, 
China said that the country will 
accelerate the modernization of the 
industrial system, with a focus on 
key industrial chains in the manu
facturing sector, pool quality 
resources and make concerted 
efforts to achieve breakthroughs in 
core technologies in key fields.

China will also support the devel
opment of the industrial internet 
and vigorously promote digital and 
smart manufacturing. The country 
will speed up the digitalization of 
traditional industries and SMEs to 
make them higher-end, smarter and 
more eco-friendly, the report said. 

“Digital resilience can help com
panies rapidly adapt to business 
disruptions by leveraging digital 
capabilities. It will not only enable 
businesses to restore supply chains, 
but also drive them toward more 
innovations and growth,” said Huo 
Jinjie, president of leading market 
research firm International Data 
Corp China.

IDC predicted that 65 percent of 

to obtain orders and investments. 
During this period, BOC helped the 
companies win orders and invest
ments, with a total value of more 
than 10 billion yuan ($1.44 billion). 

Changzhou Unionfaith Trading 
Co Ltd, a small clothing exporter in 
Changzhou, Jiangsu province, faced 
a shortage of liquidity due to factors 
such as COVID-19 and exchange rate 
fluctuations last year.

China CITIC Bank Nanjing 
branch recommended an unse
cured, online loan product to the 
company. The product is developed 
by the bank for export-oriented 
small businesses that have pur
chased the small and micro enter
prise easy credit insurance policy of 
China Export & Credit Insurance 
Corp, also known as Sinosure.

The Changzhou-based clothing 
exporter obtained a line of credit of 3 
million yuan from China CITIC 
Bank, a national joint-stock com
mercial lender. Based on its actual 
needs, die client withdrew 600,000 
yuan on Dec 28, nearly 1.4 million 
yuan on Dec 30 and about 1 million 
yuan on Jan 10 at an annual lending 
rate of 4 percent.

An executive of the exporter said 
the loan had greatly eased the com
pany’s year-end capital repayment 
pressure and could be repaid at any 
time, allowing the company to make 
repayments promptly after receiv
ing overseas funds, thus reducing its 
financial costs.

On Feb 20, the State Administra
tion of Foreign Exchange launched 
the bank-enterprise fund match
making service application scenario 
on its cross-border financial service 
platform.

Using the application scenario, 
foreign trade enterprises can inde
pendently release their financing 
needs to one to three banks. With 
the authorization of the enterprises, 
banks can verify the credit informa
tion of the enterprises and decide 
whether to accept their credit appli
cations.

China CITIC Bank Nanjing 
branch provided the bank-enter- 
prise fund matchmaking service to a 
foreign trade enterprise in Wuxi, 
Jiangsu province, via the applica
tion scenario on Feb 20.

More efforts are needed from pri
vate companies to drive digital 
transformation to boost the resil
ience of supply and industrial chains 
for higher-quality development, said 
the country’s lawmakers during the 
annual two sessions.

“More high-tech support is needed 
for traditional enterprises to drive 
digital transformation and green 
and low-carbon development to pro
mote innovative industrial develop
ment,” said Cai Jinchai, president of 
Fujian Panpan Foods and a deputy to 
die 14th National People’s Congress. 

“Promoting private companies 
to digitalize is of great significance 
to pushing the manufacturing 
industry toward more quality and 
innovation instead of growth 
speed,” Cai said.

‘In addition, more policy support 
should be given to die purchasing of 
raw and auxiliary materials, logis
tics and transportation, and low- 
carbon production to reduce the 
production and operating costs of 
enterprises, so that enterprises can

(

Chinese banks have ramped up 
support for foreign trade enterpris
es since the second half of last year, 
as companies join delegations led by 
local governments to go overseas to 
compete for orders and expand 
their businesses.

Bank of China, a large State- 
owned commercial lender, has tak
en the lead among its peers in 
releasing a cross-border financial 
service plan to support Chinese 
enterprises in their competition for 
orders overseas. The services, 
including settlement, exchange, 
credit enhancement, financing and 
insurance, will help foreign trade 
enterprises grow their business.

Over the past few months, an 
appliance manufacturer in Ningbo, 
Zhejiang province, has participated 
in such overseas competition for 
orders in Japan, Indonesia and the 
Middle East. Its orders are already 
scheduled until August this year.

During a trip to the United Arab 
Emirates, the company won nearly 
$50 million in new' orders within 
just a few days. BOC tailor-made 
financial solutions for the company 
based on its trade partners, transac
tion methods and settlement peri
ods. So far, the BOC Ningbo branch 
has provided the company with 
more than $1 million of settlement 
services for new orders overseas.

Jinan Zhaoyang Aluminium 
Industry Co Ltd, a company in Ji
nan, Shandong province, joined the 
local government’s team of competi
tors for orders in Malaysia and 
signed a contract for aluminum 
coils with a foreign importer.

The contract stipulated that the 
Chinese company must provide an 
advance payment guarantee issued 
by a bank before the importer can 
make an advance payment BOC 
opened a “green passage” to acceler
ate the issuance of the guarantee, 
w'hich was completed in one day.

Currently, BOC has provided 
financial services to 76 trade delega
tions made up of over 1,000 foreign 
trade enterprises since November 
w'hile the delegations, organized by 
local governments, traveled overseas

Plant a tree,

An employee works on an aluminum production line in Holingola, Inner Mongolia autonomous region, on Feb 19. 
WANG ZHENG / FOR CHINA DAILY

Cai Jinchai, president of
Fujian Panpan Foods and 
a deputy to the 14th National 
People's Congress

Lawmakers point to concerted efforts to 
boost supply, industrial chain resilience

global GDP w'ould have been driven 
by digitalization by 2022 and wall 
drive over $6 trillion in IT spending 
from 2020 to 2023.

The digital economy is also a key 
focusof the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021- 
25), in which China aims to push for
ward the digitalization of a raft of 
industries. The plan also highlights 
the necessity to promote safe and 
controllable financial digitalization. 

Xu Guanju, chairman of leading 
chemicals firm Transfer Group and a 
deputy to the 14th National People’s 
Congress, suggested the acceleration 
of new infrastructure to promote the 
efficiency of China’s supply chains 
duiing this year’s two sessions. 

“It involves leveraging digital 
methods to promote new infra
structure in the logistics sector. 
With such improvements, both 
supply and industrial chains will be 
greatly smoothed,” he said.

“The key to such transformation 
will be technological innovation,” 
Xu said. “TYansfer Group is deter
mined to increase spending on 
R&D, technological innovation and 
upgrading for high-quality devel
opment, to ensure that energy will 
be used more efficiently?’
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Smart policy package key relief for exports under pressure
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sumption. But for 2023, consumer 
demand will be significantly 
released and is expected to 
become the most important driv
ing force for GDP growth.

However, special attention 
should be paid to the two-year 
average economic growth rate to 
make sure the macroeconomy 
and consumer demand have truly 
returned to healthy growth tra
jectories. Otherwise, we should 
continue to maintain the policies 
to stabilize economic growth, 
employment and income confi
dence.

Another major task this year is to 
increase the liquidity of local gov
ernment assets and revitalize their 
existing holdings. The national bal
ance sheet shows that liquidity, 
rather than solvency, is the biggest 
challenge feeing local government

last Tuesday have also confirmed 
our estimates. China recorded a 
better-than-expected export per
formance during the first two 
months of the year. The nation saw 
its total imports and exports 
decline 0.8 percent year-on-year to 
6.18 trillion yuan ($887.88 billion). 
Exports increased 0.9 percent from 
a year earlier to 3.5 trillion yuan 
while imports declined 2.9 percent 
to 2.68 trillion yuan during the 
period, resulting in a trade surplus 
of 810.32 billion yuan, which 
expanded 16.2 percent on a yearly 
basis, the General Administration 
of Customs said.

All in all, no matter how exports 
perform this year, a stable growth is a 
must. China should roll out its policy 
package targeting not only exports, 
but also the real estate industry.

China has had several rounds of 
major negative export growth in 
the past, which basically was miti
gated by the government’s large- 
scale measures to expand domestic 
demand and stabilize growth.

The first round was due to the 
Southeast Asian financial crisis 
between 1998 and 1999, when spe
cial government bonds were 
issued to boost infrastructure. The 
second round was triggered by the 
global financial crisis between
2008 and 2009, when mortgage 
interest rates were discounted by 
30 percent in October 2008 and a 
large-scale investment plan of 4 
trillion yuan was promoted in 
November. The third round was 
rolled out between 2015 and 2016, 
when deep deflation of global com

- - 
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exports heat up rapidly during the 
pandemic.

As for 2022, global commodity' 
inventories started to shift from 
seeking replenishment to dealing 
with inventory peaks or destocking. 
There were also continuous interest 
rate hikes in Europe and the US 
that suppressed consumer demand 
and investment demand, thus 
weighing on China’s exports. By the 
fourth quarter, China’s exports even 
showed a fell of 7 percent. There
fore, expectations were dampened 
over export pressure this year.

Within such a context, we prefer to 
give a full-year forecast slightly bet
ter than those given at the year-end. 

Since the beginning of this year, 
the economic performances of both 
Europe and the US have outper
formed forecasts given in 2022. In 
Europe, indexes of the manufactur
ing and services sectors went down 
and reached a short-term nadir in 
October, but experienced rebounds 
in November and December. This 
may be related to improvements in 
microeconomic sectors after the 
natural gas supply constraint was 
moderated.

The situation in die US is more or 
less the same, with the US economy 
logging an annualized growth rate of 
2.9 percent in the fourth quarter, 
exceeding most expectations. In Jan
uary and February, from employ
ment to retail sales, and from 
inflation data to PMI data, we can 
see an obvious economic resilience. 

The reason for such resilience 
may be due to two important fac
tors. The first is that the US man-

verted into credit is blocked to 
some extent. The confidence of 
consumers and enterprises is 
expected to be further improved.

Policymakers in China, Europe 
and the US should learn from 
each other’s respective monetary 
policies. China’s fiscal and mone
tary policies have focused more 
on production and investment, 
which Europe and the US can 
refer to. But Europe and the US 
have done more to stabilize con
sumption on a macroeconomic 
scale, especially to alleviate retail 
spending hesitancy under the 
impact of the contagion.

China still feces several challen
ges. The biggest one remains 
addressing insufficient aggregate 
demand, especially lackluster con
sumer confidence. China’s macroe
conomic policies need to pay more

he 5 percent GDP growth 
rate target and the 3 per
cent fiscal deficit ratio set 
in the latest Government

Work Report have set the tone for 
this year’s economic development 
as seeking progress while main
taining stability.

The odds are high for China to 
attain a GDP growth rate higher 
than 5 percent in 2023, making it 
also a good time for China to con
solidate its position in global 
industrial and supply chains.

China’s economic activities have 
returned to normal since the begin
ning of 2023 as the COVID-19 pan
demic has subsided. Earlier this 
year, the majority of 31 provinces, 
municipalities and autonomous 
regions set their respective GDP 
growth targets at 6 percent for 2023. 
Given the low base in 2022, the out
look for China’s economic growth 
this year is optimistic.

But externally, some major econ
omies face recession risks in 2023 
and geopolitical uncertainties still 
exist. These will result in economic 
slowdowns if compared to last 
year. Therefore, the 5 percent 
growth target is a relatively attain
able goal.

Domestically, China’s consump
tion will rebound significantly, 
propping up inflation at home to a 
certain extent.

Global inflation levels will con
tract noticeably this year, with over
seas demand weakening and 
commodity prices declining from 
last year. These factors will help 
reduce the pressure of imported 
inflation on China. Overall, China’s 
annual inflation target of around 3 
percent can be achieved.

Although the 3 percent deficit 
rate target is lower than the 3.6 per
cent and 3.2 percent targets set at 
the beginning of 2020 and 2021, 
respectively, this year’s target is 
already at a high level based on 
experience of the past decade.

This shows that China’s econo
my has bottomed out from the 
impact of the prolonged three- 
year pandemic period. Fiscal poli
cies can be adjusted marginally 
while taking into account fiscal 
sustainability. The target has also 
taken into consideration that Chi
na is prepared for new challenges 
and difficulties both at home and 
abroad.

Although global inflation will 
drop this year, it is still at a fairly 
high level. Economic fundamentals 
in the United States, which have

maintain such a medium growth 
rate in the future, especially if Chi
na still utilizes its comparative 
advantages.

First, China still enjoys demo
graphic dividends and scale advan
tages. Although the population 
growth rate is declining, the total 
population remains very large, 
which corresponds to the obvious 
existing scale advantages of the 
manufacturing sector.

Second, China has efficiency 
advantages due to its infrastructure 
and a relatively complete supply 
chain. Better-performing infra
structure and the advantages 
brought by a relatively complete 
supply chain are the most obvious 
advantages of China compared with 
Vietnam and other markets in 
Southeast Asia. Although the Viet
namese market is making rapid 
progress, many industries in this 
area may not be able to attain cer
tain thresholds, and it will take 
some time to form competitive 
advantages over China.

Third, China boasts advantages in 
terms of its sheer number of skilled 
workers. It is expected that by 2030, 
more than 200 million people in 
China will have received tertiary 
education, a relatively rare advan
tage worldwide.

If these factors can be effectively 
utilized, we believe exports are still 
likely to maintain a medium com
pound growth rate in the future.

1

aged to maintain a low unemploy
ment rate over a certain period. The 
second is that balance sheets 
among US households are relative
ly healthy, which may be related to 
recent rounds of fiscal monetiza
tion bailouts. As long as the unem
ployment rate is low, the income 
side will not see a big loss, and as 
long as household balance sheets 
are healthy, the fall in spending will 
also be moderated. These two 
results together demonstrated the 
resiliency of the US economy. 
Therefore, we think economic resil
ience in Europe and the US markets 
is likely to lead to revisions in 
export expectations.

The latest official figures released 

exceeded market expectations since 
the beginning of this year, may 
result in higher-than-expected 
interest rate hikes. It is necessary to 
watch China’s monetary policy 
accordingly.

The formation mechanism of 
the renminbi exchange rate is 
quite flexible, which means that 
China’s monetary policy is rela
tively independent from the exter
nal environment. It is possible to 
implement an independent mone
tary policy according to domestic 
conditions.

On the other hand, there is room 
for reserve requirement ratio cuts 
and interest rate cuts, but the big
ger problem affecting China’s 
monetary policy at present is the 
less-than-smooth transmission 
mechanism. The process under 
which currency liquidity is con-

n the period between the sec
ond half of 2020 and the first 
half of 2022, China’s exports 
experienced rapid expansion,

with a growth rate surpassing expec
tations, while global trade also saw 
expansion over the same period, 
which was rarely seen in the past.

We attribute such a growth rate to 
two major factors. The first is due to 
the fact that after the COVID-19 
pandemic broke out, there were 
benefits brought by changes in both 
the supply and demand sides in the 
European and US economies. On 
the supply side, there was a need to 
replenish inventories, while on the 
demand side, there was impetus 
driven by the release of excess 
household savings. The second fac
tor is due to the phenomenon of 
consumers spending more for goods 
instead of services globally.

Taking the United States as an 
example. From 2020 to 2021, the 
compound growth rate of goods 
consumption in the market was as 
high as 8 percent, but services con
sumption fell 1.4 percent. In the first 
phase after the COVID-19 outbreak, 
many US consumers preferred to 
stay at home, shortened their life 
radius due to social distancing 
requirements and reduced overall 
consumption. This is also why Chi
na saw many of its gaming-related 

modities appeared, and crude oil 
fell by more than 60 percent. China 
then promoted a round of real 
estate destocking to boost real 
estate sales.

This year, we are also facing nega
tive growth — a steep downward 
line of 6 percent to 7 percent record
ed in the fourth quarter — for which 
corresponding moves to expand 
domestic demand and stabilize 
growth will also be likely. We expect 
a decline in exports tliis year of 
around 6 percent, creating a nega
tive pull of 2.5 percentage points on 
the nominal GDP, which we think, 
however, will be hedged by the 
recovery of domestic consumption. 
Real estate, which is still a factor 
that needs to be addressed by poli
cies this year, will therefore directly 
determine the direction of this 
round of economic policy as well as 
expectations in microeconomic sec
tors. In conclusion, unlike the 
above-mentioned three rounds of 
support stabilizing growth and 
expanding domestic demand, the 
year’s package should closely 
address not only exports, but also 
real estate.

In the long run, we still see a com
petitive China in terms of exports. 
It is natural that the compound 
growth rate of China’s exports over 
the past decade was around 6 per
cent. After all, China’s exports cor
respond to the imports of 
developed countries, and when 
overseas economic growth rates are 
not that high, a medium growth 
rate is reasonable for exports. We 
think it will not be a big problem to 

The latest official 
figures released last 
Tuesday have also 
confirmed our esti
mates. China recorded 
a better-than-expected 
export performance 
during the first two 
months of the year. 
The nation saw its total 
imports and exports 
decline 0.8 percent 
year-on-year to 6.18 
trillion yuan ($887.88 
billion).

B

attention to the consumption end. 
The relationship between struc

tural monetary policy and fiscal 
policy must be properly handled, 
mainly because fiscal policy is bet
ter at handling and responding to 
structural problems, while mone
tary policy generally starts from an 
aggregate perspective.

Due to changes in the external 
environment, less buoyant 
exports may drag on economic 
growth in 2023. The pressure to 
stabilize foreign trade will thus 
increase significantly.

Domestically, the rebound in 
consumer demand is highly antici
pated, followed by investment. 
Normally, consumption is the 
most stable factor with the macro
economy. However, the weaker- 
than-expected GDP growth in 
2022 was largely due to weak con-

debts. It is necessary to promote the 
use of various financial instru
ments so that local governments’ 
existing assets can be allocated in 
optimized ways and at fairer prices. 

The capital costs of local 
financing do not match the pur
poses of these funds, the financ
ing costs of local platforms are 
too high and funds raised at high
er costs are used for purposes 
generating lower yields. It is, 
therefore, necessary to optimize 
the division of financial and 
administrative powers in the cen
tral and local governments. The 
financing structure of public 
goods, such as infrastructure, 
should also be improved.

This year may be a good time 
for China to consolidate its posi
tion in global industrial and sup
ply chains. The world may face 
risks of economic recession this 
year and financial crises in cer
tain places. Economic growth 
and financial stability of some 
developing countries and emerg
ing economies will also face 
greater pressure. The inflation 
rate in Europe, especially pro
duction costs, is much higher 
than that in China, which will 
continue for many years to come. 
Economic and financial risks are 
piling up globally, thus multina
tional companies may hold a 
wait-and-see attitude for future 
investments. In contrast, the Chi
nese economy is expected to per
form better.

While China’s economy is facing 
many challenges, aging population 
is not the key factor from a short
term perspective. On the supply 
side, there is not a labor shortage 
due to the aging population now, 
which means that aging is not the 
decisive factor. By contrast, China’s 
unemployment ratio is at a relative
ly high level, especially the case of 
young workers. On the demand 
side, the aging population will 
result in insufficient aggregate 
demand. But it is a slow variable, 
which will not exert decisive influ
ence on annual data.

Of course, the aging population 
will have an important impact on 
China’s GDP growth over the long 
run, so plans must be made in 
advance. Feasible solutions 
include gradually extending the 
retirement age, increasing 
human capital accumulation 
through education and training, 
and replacing labor with new 
technologies.
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Silicon Valley Bank a victim
of Fed’s protection measures

China seeks to promote peace not instigate wars
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US addiction to militaiy force proved by budget rise
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Silicon Valley Bank collapsed on 
Friday morning due to a run on the 
bank and a capital crisis. Califor
nia’s regulators closed down the 
tech lender and put it under the 
control of the US Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. The FDIC is 
acting as a receiver, which typically 
means it will liquidate the bank’s 
assets to payback its customers, the 
US media reported.

There were general reasons 
behind the run on Silicon Valley 
Bank, such as the sluggish econo
my, which led to weak deposit 
growth and affected loan quality. 
But the last straw breaking the back 
of the camel is that half of the 
bank’s assets are in long-term 
bonds, such as Treasury bonds, 
which have taken a dramatic turn 
recently.

The one-year Treasury bond 
yield, or interest rate, for example, 
had been less than 0.1 percent for 
long until October 2021, but then 
rose linearly and is now standing at 
5 percent, thanks to the Federal 
Reserve’s attempt to control infla
tion by raising interest rates. But 
this is a big problem for some hold-

According to the State institution
al reform plan approved by the 
country’s top legislature on Friday, 
the Ministry of Science and Technol
ogy will see some of its departments 
merge into other ministries. After 
the reform the ministry will no 
longer participate in the review and 
management of specific scientific 
research projects, but will be mainly 
responsible for guiding and super
vising the operation and manage
ment of professional scientific 
research management institutions, 
strengthening the supervision and 
inspection of the implementation of 
scientific research projects and the 
evaluation and effectiveness of sci
entific research results.

The establishment of a central sci
ence and technology commission 
will help realize the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee’s 
direct leadership over the country’s

ers of long-term government debt 
like Silicon Valley Bank. 

Many investors are now opting 
for safer government bonds for 
higher current yields, rather than 
depositing them with banks. But 
when depositors demand their 
money, some small banks that have 
their assets in long-term bonds can 
only raise money by selling liquid 
assets such as government bonds. 

The yield on the outstanding 
Treasury bonds that Silicon Valley 
Bank bought in its early years was 
much lower than that of today. That 
means the value of the bank’s Trea
suiy assets, which had already fall
en sharply without being sold, 
would not bring much cash to the 
bank if they are sold now. But the 
bank has no choice, slipping into a 
vicious cycle that leads to bank
ruptcy soon.

Statistics show that there are 
about 10 other US banks having 
lower net interest margins than Sil
icon Valley Bank, which is unlikely 
to be the only US bank to collapse 
this year.

But there are differences 
between 2008 and today. The root

science and technology work, and 
the Ministry of Science and Technol
ogy is expected to act as an adminis
trative body of the commission. 

The shortening of the distance 
between the decision-makers and 
policymakers and policy executors 
wall be conducive to better mobiliz
ing and concentrating national 
resources on key research to support 
breakthroughs in some bottleneck 
technologies and equipment, in a bid 
to ease the country’s reliance on for
eign technologies and imported 
equipment in these fields at an early 
date. That’s a direct response to the 
increasing uncertainties and risks in 
the fest-changing external develop
ment environment

The reformed Ministry of Science 
and Technology will focus on pro
moting the integration of the 
efforts of the government the mar
ket and society so as to boost the

The number of Yemenis who have 
fallen victim to cluster bombs since 
the beginning of the war now stands 
at over 25,000. The country lias been 
in a state of crisis since March 2015, 
causing hundreds of thousands of 
deaths and exacerbating the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis. 

Critics point out that US arms 
dealers continue to provide arms, 
technical support, training and after
sales services to those involved in the 
Yemen conflict, even as the US quiet
ly cuts humanitarian aid to Yemen. 

In addition, Democratic Senator 
Bernie Sanders proposed an 
amendment to the Yemen War 
Powers Resolution last year, which 
sought to seek the US’ withdrawal 
from the military intervention in 
Yemen. The White House, however, 
kept pressuring Sanders to with
draw the resolution. 

Although the lawsuit will not 
change the situation, it serves to fur

cause of the subprime mortgage 
crisis in 2008 was the political 
operation of the Democratic Party 
to promote “home ownership”, 
which resulted in a large area of 
decline in the quality of basic 
loans, and was a chain reaction of 
the bursting of a big social bubble. 
Today; most US commercial banks, 
particularly the giants, have better 
asset structures than Silicon Valley 
Bank. They have more diverse 
sources of assets and funding, and 
have been “trained” by regulators 
through their repetitive stress tests 
to provide savers with considera
ble confidence.

Therefore, as a victim of the Fed
eral Reserve’s macro-control 
actions, the failure of Silicon Valley 
Bank will not trigger a new Leh
man crisis, and there should be no 
systemic risk to the US banking 
industry in the short and medium 
term. But it is still worth keeping a 
watchful eye on the panic in the 
industry that the bankruptcy' has 
caused, as well as its implications 
for tech companies and the venture 
capital industry.

s part of the government spending plan 
that US President Joe Biden unveiled on 
Thursday, the United States’ defense 
.budget for fiscal 2024- will be increased 

by $26 billion, a 3.2 percent increase on the 2023 
enacted level that allocated nearly $817 billion to 
the Pentagon.

The US now accounts for 40 percent of the world 
total defense expenditure, yet it has been ringing 
alarm bells at the defense budget that China has just 
unveiled for 2023, which, if calculated in US dollars, 
would only amount to one-fourth that of the US.

China spends less than 1.5 percent of its GDP on its 
military, the US spends more than double that The 
US’ military expenditure is about 3.5 percent of its 
GDP. And let’s not forget that the military spending 
of the US is also augmented by that of its allies. The 
armed forces of its allies serve as appendages of the 
US military and their defense spending essentially 
serves Washington’s schemes. As highlighted by the 
European members of NATO who have been chip
ping in with military hardware and other resources 
to support the US’ proxy conflict with Russia in 
Ukraine.

Part of the proposed budget for Pentagon next 
year will go to Ukraine, indicating Washington’s 
persistent efforts to fan the war of conflict there 
and turn the European country into a long-term

The Biden administration’s proxy war has once 
again served as a massive shot in the arms of giant 
US defense companies and contractors as orders 
from the Pentagon have been kept pouring in since 
last year. The US has also successfully elbowed Rus
sia out of the energy market in Europe, and grabbed 
a lucrative share for itself.

It is no exaggeration to say that while presenting 
itself as a peacemaker, the US is a growing threat to 
world peace and stability, as much of its military 
spending is directed to intervene in regional con
flicts, with the remainder used to maintain its glob
al military supremacy and pay for the zero-sum 
games in support of its hegemony. The highest mil
itary spending in peace time also ignites grave con
cerns that it will trigger an arms race worldwide 
and exacerbate geopolitical competition, and thus 
heighten the security risks of the entire world.

The US’ military budget underscores the nature 
of the world’s sole superpower as a warmonger. 
But history shows that military interventions only 
make things worse. The US should draw lessons 
from the wars it waged in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and try and cure its addiction to the use of force.

hina has consistently urged countries to 
uphold and promote global development 
and security and to resolve differences 
and disputes through dialogue and con

sultation, which it asserts are the keys to unlock 
the solutions to even the most difficult problems. 

This was shown to good effect, when, following 
talks in Beij ing from Monday to Friday, Saudi Arabia 
and Iran announced they had agreed to resume dip
lomatic relations and carry out cooperation in vari
ous fields.

Having identified the road map and timeline for 
improving their relations, the two Middle Eastern 
countries now have a solid foundation on which to 
improve their relations.

Wang Yi, a member of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China Central Committee and 
director of the Office of the Foreign Affairs Commis
sion of the CPC Central Committee, who held talks 
with the two delegations respectively and chaired 
the opening and closing ceremonies of the talk, said 
the agreement showed China was a “reliable media- 
tor”thathad “faithfully fulfilled its duties as the host” 

The United Nations and a growing list of coun
tries, including Oman, Turkey, Syria and Iraq, have 
welcomed the China-brokered breakthrough. 

Yet despite the positive outcome of the talks, there

he central government has done a good 
job over the past five years in keeping the 
economy and employment growing with
in a rational range. It has done so in the

face of the strong headwinds of the COVID-19 pan
demic and other challenging domestic and inter
national factors. Those efforts have laid a solid 
foundation for the work to be done over the next 
five years, a key period in which to advance the 
country’s high-quality development and gnaw 
some “hard bones” of reforms, which are necessary 
to realize the modernization of the country.

Although some have left their seats and there are 
some fresh faces joining the top table of govern
ment, they are experienced professionals and vet
eran policymakers who will help guide the nation 
toward its goal of modernization. With the assist
ance of advanced technology and a more rational
ized and streamlined government structure, as 
indicated by the State institutional reform plan 
approved by the country’s top legislature on Friday, 
they are tasked with tackling the challenges and 
difficulties head-on and overcoming them.

It should be borne in mind that China is still a 
large, developing country, and it remains in the pri
mary stage of socialism with prominent imbalances 
and inadequacies in its development that need to be 
addressed. Therefore, the government should 
uphold the people’s expectations of a better life as 
the orientation for their work Heeding the people’s 
views and endeavoring to gain a full understanding 
of their needs, the government must spare no effort 
to make the most of what it has to solve the pressing 
difficulties and problems that concern people the 
most, while maintaining a good balance between 
short- and long-term objectives.

Although the about 5 percent growth target set for

this year is regarded “modest” given the economy’s 
rebound momentum and potential, the government 
should by no means let down its guard, as consump
tion remains weak a large number of jobs need to be 
created, the population is rapidly aging, the private 
sector needs reinvigorating, the financial risks from 
local government debt must be defused, and the 
relentless international technology blockade and ris
ing geopolitical tensions need to be coped with.

If well handled, not only will China’s develop
ment be of a high-quality but the country will be 
better able to contribute to the common develop
ment of the world. The stress now is on qualitative 
not quantitative growth and shouldering the coun
try’s responsibilities as a major participant in 
world affairs to uphold multilateralism, globaliza
tion and fair and just global governance.

For the government to deliver, it is important to 
act on the general principle of pursuing progress, 
promote reform and high-standard opening-up, 
while ensuring stability. In the reshuffle of govern
ment personnel, those continuing to hold their pre
vious posts, particularly those in the economic and 
financial sectors, can ensure policy continuity, 
while those assuming new posts are expected to 
bring fresh ideas and apply what they have learned 
in their past work experience to enhance the practi
cality, pertinence and adaptability of policies.

Having accumulated their work experience over 
the past decade when the new thought on govern
ance was being initiated, the senior officials are not 
only witnesses to the process but also participants. 
That means they should have the experience and 
knowledge to effectively implement the new devel
opment thought and more actively enrich it in prac
tice, making them an important generation of 
policymakers linking the past with the future.

are some trying to pour cold water on what should 
be cause for celebration, alleging that China’s motive 
for brokering the deal was to fill the vacuum left by 
the United States’ withdrawal from the Middle East. 

In response to this, a statement issued by the 
Foreign Ministry on Saturday states that China 
“pursues no selfish interest whatsoever in the 
Middle East” and it has no intention to and does 
not seek to fill a so-called vacuum or to create 
exclusive blocs.

The statement makes no bones about China’s 
position declaring that it believes that the future 
of the Middle East should “always be in the hands 
of the countries in the region”, and it supports 
Middle East countries resolving their differences 
through dialogue and consultation to jointly pro
mote lasting peace and stability in the region.

What the nascent rapprochement between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia sponsored by China shows is that 
while the US instigates and fuels conflicts, wages 
wars, and plays nations against each other in the 
Middle East — and elsewhere — China is making 
practical efforts to promote security and develop
ment, peace and prosperity.

While the US pursues its own hegemonic inter
ests, China pursues peace and security for all. 

It is the ends that decide the means.

A group of Yemenis filed a lawsuit 
in a US district court against US 
arms manufacturers Raytheon, 
Lockheed Martin, and General 
Dynamics, accusing them of “aiding 
and abetting war crimes and extraju
dicial killings” by supplying weapons 
to the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen. 

The suit by the seven Yemeni indi
viduals also names US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken and Pentagon 
chief Lloyd Austin along with some 
leaders from the Middle East The 
plaintiffs claim that weapons sup
plied by US companies have allowed 
indiscriminate and brutal bombings, 
leading to the deaths of thousands of 
civilians and worsening Yemen’s 
humanitarian crisis. 

The lawsuit is being filed under 
the Torture Victim Protection Act, a 
1991 US law that allows victims of 
torture to sue for compensation 
from their tormentors if the 
accused are in the United States.

venue for a proxy war and bloc confrontation. 
One year after the crisis broke out, the US has 
already emerged as the biggest winner of the

ther undermine the US’ internation
al image. Instead of providing weap
ons and funding for the conflict in 
the country, the US should substan
tially increase its humanitarian aid 
to Yemen and act as a responsible 
mediator to end the crisis at an early 
date, which has already become a 
completely negative asset of the US’ 
geopolitical game.

Reportedly, the US Congress, with 
the tacit approval of the govern
ment, provided “profit insurance” 
last year to defense giants such as 
Lockheed Martin, Raytheon, Gener
al Dynamics and Boeing, the 
defendants in the Yemen lawsuit, to 
help them cope with the unsubstan
tiated burden of inflation. The gen
erous “humane care” the US gives to 
these arms suppliers is in sharp con
trast with its meager “humanitarian 
care” for the civilians in the coun
tries tom by wars it funds. 

- I.I YANG, CHINA DAILY
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country’s self-reliance and competi
tiveness in key technologies.

The other eye-catching move in 
the reform to be carried out accord
ing to that plan is the founding of a 
national data bureau that will be 
responsible for coordinating the 
sharing and development of the 
country’s data resources. 

At present, duties related to data 
management are scattered among 
different departments. The to-be- 
founded bureau will put an end to 
the everybody’s-business-is-no- 
body’s-business scenario by strength
ening the overall coordination. This 
will greatly contribute to the man
agement and utilization of the data 
resources across the country and 
strengthen the protection of the 
country’s data security. The develop
ment of the digital economy and 
smart cities will benefit from that. 
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Government set to pursue high-quality 

development and common interests
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Reform key to high-quality development
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Using science and tech to promote modernization
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Editor’s note: China’s top legislature on Friday approved a plan for reforming the institutions of the State Council, China’s Cabinet. The institutional reform will help improve governance efficiency, tackle risks and challenges and
promote high-quality development Three experts share their views on the issue with China Daily.

he Party and State institu
tional reform is an impor
tant measure to implement 
die spirit of the 20th

National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China, a move to modernize 
and improve national governance 
and governance capacity, and a 
response to the new developments at 
home and abroad, in order to pro
mote high-quality development. 

The 20th CPC National Congress 
held in October 2022 made impor
tant arrangements for deepening 
institutional reform, which are of far- 
reaching significance for building a 
modem socialist country and pro
moting the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation.

The financial system reform is an 
important part of the Party and State 
institutional reform. With the 14th 
National People’s Congress passing 
the State Council’s institutional 
reform plan on Friday, the focus is 
now on optimizing and adjusting the 
institutional responsibilities in key 
areas such as science and technology, 
and strengthening financial regula
tion, and highlighting the crucial 
links of economic and social develop
ment.

The authorities will set up the 
national financial regulatory adminis
tration to strengthen the country’s 
financial regulation system. The move 
comes after President Xi Jinping 
stressed die need for preventing 
major financial and ethical risks, and 
better protecting consumers’ rights in 
the financial industry. The new 
administration will unify the regula
tory responsibilities of all financial 
sectors except for securities, and 
enhance institutional, behavioral and 
functional supervision, and improve 
risk management. The administra
tion will also oversee the supervision 
of financial holding companies by the 
People’s Bank of China and improve 
the management of State-owned 
financial capital.

This reform is an important step 
toward building a modern financial 
system and optimizing regulatory 
mechanisms.

Additionally, China wall reorganize 
the Ministry of Science and Technol
ogy, attaching greater importance to 
innovations in the field of technology 
in China’s modernization process. 
The ministry will focus on strategic 
planning, system reform and macro-

he Ministry of Science and 
Technology will be restruc
tured according to the 
institutional reform plan,

which is aimed at strengthening the 
centralized and unified leadership of 
the science and technology sector 
under the upcoming central science 
and technology commission. 

The restructured ministry will 
focus on macro-management of stra
tegic planning, resource allocation, 
coordination, policies, regulations, 
supervision and inspections. The 
restructuring will help establish a 
new national science and technology 
system, optimize the management of 
the entire technology innovation 
chain, and facilitate the transforma
tion of scientific and technological 
achievements while integrating sci
ence and technology with economic 
and social development. 

In recent years, die evaluations of 
technology plans, institutions, poli
cies and other activities organized 
by the ministry have played an 
important role in optimizing tech
nology resources, improving govern
ment management, and enhancing 
the level of technology management. 
Since the beginning of reform and 
opening-up in the late 1970s, China 
lias been improving the technology 
evaluation system in a bid to provide 
clear guidance for scientific and 
technological activities, and pro
mote innovations in the technology 
sector. This has played a crucial role 
in the rapid development of China’s 
science and technology industry. 

As China’s scientific and techno
logical level continues to improve, 
the depth and breadth of technolo
gy-related activities are constantly 
expanding, and the challenge of

establish a central science and tech
nology commission, so as to 
strengthen the Party’s leadership 
over science and technology work. 

The CPC Central Committee may 
also strengthen the Party’s leadership 
in financial supervision and manage
ment, which will further strengthen 
the Party’s institutional supervision 
in key areas, and leverage the advan
tages of the Party leadership and the 
socialist advantages of appropriately 
utilizing and allocating resources to 
make remarkable achievements. 

The Party institutions have under
gone five rounds of reform since 
1982, with the theme of “streamlin
ing” being a significant aspect of 
most of them, while the State Coun
cil, China’s Cabinet, has gone 
through eight rounds of reforms, 
with the most Party and State institu
tional reform being in 2018. Over this 
period, the number of State Council 
departments lias decreased from 100 

management, while optimizing the 
full chain management of innova
tions, promoting the economic appli
cation of scientific research and 
innovations, and integrating technol
ogy with economic and social devel
opment. The aim is to establish a 
new national system for technology 
development and further promote 
self-reliance in technology to 
strengthen strategic emerging indus
tries and upgrade the economy.

To consolidate the centralized and 
unified leadership of the Party, the 
CPC Central Committee will also

The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

breaking the ceiling of “four onlys” 
(papers, titles, education and 
awards) lias become one of the key 
and difficult-to-resolve issues in the 
reform of the technology evaluation 
system.

In July 2018, the General Office of 
the Communist Party of China Cen
tral Committee and the State Coun
cil highlighted the importance of 
moral character, ability and per
formance, and of overcoming the 
tendency to focus solely on papers, 
titles, education and awards. After 
five years, the process of breaking 
the “four-onlys” ceiling has entered a 
critical stage which requires an 
improved technology system, a more 
scientific and rational new technolo
gy evaluation system, and institu
tional reforms, as well as the use of 
technology evaluation as a “stetho
scope” and “conductor” to promote 
closer integration of technology with 
socioeconomic development to facil
itate high-quality development. 

The emphasis of the “four onlys” is 
on papers, because advanced 
degrees, job titles and awards are 
mostly supported by academic pub
lications. Therefore, to break the 
“four-onlys” barrier, one needs to 
first reduce the excessive emphasis 
on papers.

However, in the fields of basic sci
ence and cutting-edge scientific 
research, publishing papers in repu-

The author is a 
researcher at 
the Institutes of 
Science and
Development,
Chinese Acade
my of Sciences.

table academic journals and author
ing highly cited papers are two of the 
best ways to demonstrate a research
er’s ability and value. This is also the 
norm followed by the international 
academic community.

Overcoming the “four-onlys” hur
dle does not mean paper metrics will 
no longer be considered for scientific 
and technological evaluations. Rath
er, it means breaking the simplistic 
and excessive emphasis on “only” 
papers. Modern science- and tech
nology-related activities are a com
plex system, and many tasks cannot 
be measured by the number or 
“quality” of published papers alone. 

For example, over the past 20 
years, a large number of Chinese 
experts have researched and devel
oped major equipment and materi
als for integrated circuits ranging 
from 90 nanometers to 28 nanome
ters, thus clearing a series of bottle
necks. Those experts have made 
significant contributions to the 
development of China’s integrated 
circuit industry and better safeguard 
its economic security. However, 
these technologies have already 
been mastered and widely used in 
the United States, Japan, the Nether
lands and other countries. And due 
to the need for secrecy, in many cas
es, the results in most cases cannot 
be published as papers. 

The key to ending the obsession 
with papers is to establish a new 
evaluation system which would be 
guided by the qualify and contribu
tions to, and innovations in, the field 
of science and technology, with focus 
on meeting the major strategic 
needs of China’s four key areas. 

First, there is a need to improve 
the national scientific and techno- 

fter more than three years of disruptions caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this spring, the season of rebirth, 
has a special significance, as it signals a restart after a 
.long and costly challenge in both economic and 

human terms.
This is also an important year for reform in China, with many 

proposals presented to the annual session of the National Peo
ple’s Congress, China’s top legislature, to improve the delivery of 
government services to better serve the people. There are 
changes in the country’s central leadership, with numerous expe
rienced leaders already assuming higher positions to help steer 
the ship of the State at the national level. This spring also repre
sents continuity of President Xi Jinping’s leadership.

Democracy isn’t one size fits all. The bottom line is how China 
gives its 1.4 billion people a better life. And while no government 
is perfect, China lias delivered exceptionally well for its people. It 
has lifted 800 million people out of extreme poverty, a feat 
unmatched in human history. Also, China’s life expectancy at 
birth, a universal measure of human development, exceeds that 
of the US. China’s pandemic prevention and control measures, 
too, have been more effective than other countries’, as its death 
toll and number of infections are lower than those of other major 
countries.

In fact, in terms of COVID-19 deaths and infections, it’s still 
“America first” That the United States has the highest death and 
infection rates in the world despite having a population about 
one-fourth of China speaks volumes of the effectiveness of Chi
na’s anti-pandemic measures.

And to better serve the people, China plans to deepen reforms 
in different sectors including restructuring its Ministry of Sci

ence and Technology, setting up a national 
financial regulatory administration, and 
establishing a national data bureau. These 
moves will help China improve its govern
ance capabilities and inspire the Chinese 
people to make technological break
throughs, which would help strengthen 
financial security and data regulation.

The reform plan for State Council institu
tions is in line with the reform plan for Party 
and State institutions which was recently

*

logical evaluation management sys
tem. Also, a complete national scien
tific and technological evaluation 
management system should be 
established to optimize the feedback 
on the innovations in science and 
technology and better coordinate 
science and technology resources to 
intensify efforts to make China self- 
reliant in the field of advanced sci
ence and technology.

Second, it is necessary to strength
en theoretical and methodological 
research on scientific and technolog
ical evaluation, especially by using 
high-tech such as big data and artifi
cial intelligence, to build a new sys
tem of scientific and technological 
evaluation.

Third, there is also a need to build 
a multi-level differentiated scientific 
and technological evaluation system 
to address the problems of an 
incomplete classification evaluation 
system, overly standardized quanti
tative evaluation criteria, and a utili
tarian approach to evaluations.

And fourth, the authorities should 
take measures to optimize the sys
tem and environment for technolog
ical evaluation. To counter the trend 
of seeking quick success and instant 
benefits in scientific research, and 
eliminate the culture of weak integ
rity and low innovation capacity, 
efforts should be made to create a 
strong democratic academic atmos
phere, and crack down on academic 
misconduct such as data falsifica
tion and plagiarism. This will help 
foster a positive social atmosphere 
that values knowledge and innova
tion.

The author is a and State institutions which was recently
senior fellow at.the approved at the Second Plenary Session of 

the 20 th Communist Party of China Central 
Committee.

The reform of the Party and State institu
tions is the first major systemic step toward 

achieving the “second centenary goal” of developing China into a 
“great modern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, demo
cratic, culturally advanced, harmonious, and beautiful” by the 
middle of this century. Equally important, it is a guarantee for 
institutional stability and progress for the next five years and 
beyond, in order to better serve the Chinese people. 

Despite all this, however, the US continues to demonize China 
and its governance system.

The fact is, China’s system works and has been strenuously 
tested by time. China uses five-year plans to set its socioeconom
ic goals and measure its achievements (and occasional misses). It 
has a “sink or swim” personnel system that rewards officials with 
promotions only so long as they perform well in their positions 
starting from the village level right up to the national level, 
including in large State-owned enterprises. Under this system, 
someone like previous US president Donald Thump would have 
been red-flagged from day one, which would have prevented him 
from progressing further.

So why does the US refuse to recognize China’s great achieve
ments and use its energy to unfairly demonize China and stop 
its peaceful rise? Perhaps because the US can’t come to terms 
with the fact that there’s a different political and development 
system out there that works better and achieves more for the 
country’s 1.4 billion people than the US can for many of its 336 
million people.

The United States is founded on a myth called “American 
exceptionalism” wherein the country was chosen by God to lead 
the world. The myth certainly seems to have been busted. So to 
hide its own deficiencies, the US bullies others, whether friends 
or foes, to misdirect the world’s attention. This is the time of the 
year that gets an extra dose of bile from the US, because of the 
annual sessions of the National People’s Congress and the Chi
nese People’s Political Consultative Conference National Com
mittee, which are important meetings that will result in even 
more improvements for China and its people.

No matter what China does, in the US’ eyes it’s wrong. This is 
not unique to US foreign policy; it applies to the dysfunctional, 
deeply divided US domestic political system, too.

The best analogous example I can think of is the continuing 
Republican attempt to blame President Joe Biden for the horren
dous freight train wreck in East Palestine, Ohio, on Feb 3 which 
released toxic chemicals, killing wildlife and making many peo
ple sick. The Republicans accused Biden of causing the accident 
because of lax regulations and their enforcement. 

The truth, however, is the Republicans, who don’t believe in 
safety nets, scrapped the previous regulations that might have 
prevented the tragedy, which many experts say was both predict
able and foreseeable. The Republicans just can’t own up to their 
own deficiencies and mistakes, and keep blaming the Demo
crats.

It’s exactly the same with the US’ relations with China. Rather 
than getting its own house in order, the US blames and demoniz
es China. Starting with Trump and continuing with Biden, dia
logue has been replaced with saber-rattling.

From watching the proceedings of the Two Sessions, as well as 
the circus that is the US Congress, I can tell you that if we don’t 
soon return to dialogue, discussion and problem-solving of the 
existential issues of our day such as climate change, global public 
health and arms control, this just isn’t going to end well. 

So, die US should stop demonizing China’s institutional 
reform as a kind of “power grip” of the CPC and see it more as a 
sincere attempt to improve governance and focus on making its 
administration more efficient including improving infrastruc
ture. More important both the Republicans and Democrats 
should know that divided power hinders socioeconomic develop
ment.

77ze author is dep
uty director of the 
Department of
Strategic Philoso
phy, the Party 
School of the Com
munist Party of 
China Central 
Committee.

Center for China
and Globaliza
tion.

to 26, resulting in better resource 
allocation, improved work efficiency, 
and lower management costs. 

These reforms have not only 
brought economic benefits but also 

improved government services and 
administrative efficiency. They 

have laid a solid foundation 
for further modernizing 
the national governance 
system and governance 
capacity, and providing 
strong support for the 
historic achievements 
and changes in the coun
try.

The recent proposal of 
a 5 percent reduction in 
staff members across 
central government 
agencies shows the gov
ernment’s moderniza
tion efforts are aimed at 
optimizing the organiza
tional structure and 
functional allocation, 
transforming functions,

I and improving office effi
ciency. This will enhance 
the leadership of the Par
ty in the modernization 

of socialism and help China 
use institutional advantages to 

improve national governance. 
This round of reform of the Party 

and State institutions focuses on key 
industries and fields, and on remov
ing deeply-rooted vested interests 
from them. The reform will also 
address the difficult and major issues 
of significant social concern and will 
have a big impact on economic and 
social development. 

The State Council reform is a 
major decision made by the CPC 
Central Committee to oversee the 
development of the Party and State 
undertakings in a comprehensive 
manner, meet the requirements of 
developing socialism with Chinese 
characteristics in the new era, imple
ment tiie spirit of the 20th Party Con
gress and the Second Plenary Session 
of the 20th CPC Central Committee, 
further advance the modernization 
of the national governance system 
and governance capacity, and help 
develop a new development para
digm and promote high-quality 
development.

Improving governance 
for the good of people
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China-EU partnership is assuming greater global significance amid the increasingly unstable international situation
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blockade on China’s high-end chip 
and semiconductor sector. While
imposing illegal sanctions and 

talks between Russia and Ukraine. 
While China has issued a peace 

proposal, the US-NATO bloc is try
ing to prolong the military con
flict, which has already resulted in 
the deaths of thousands of people, 
and is worsening the economic 
situation, sustaining energy and 
food crises.

The Chinese peace proposal 
caused, initially, a surprise in the 
West and, subsequently, strong 
reactions. France, through Presi
dent Emmanuel Macron, 
expressed a different position 
from the EU, with the French 
president characterizing the move 
as “positive” and preparing for a 
trip to Beijing in early April and a 
meeting with President Xi. 
Macron described as positive the 
fact that China wants to mediate 
to find a peaceful solution to the 
conflict.

Despite the disagreements 
between China and the EU, their 
shared interests should not be 
downplayed, particularly in global 
issues such as climate change, 
healthcare and technology, the 
World Trade Organization reform 
or multilateral governance. 

Brussels and Beijing need to 
work together and coordinate 
their actions in a responsible 
manner so as to make global gov
ernance more effective and more 
equitable. Consolidating the 
EU-China strategic partnership is 
the prerequisite and path for 
building a mutually beneficial 
global community with a shared 
future.

The EU and China, as global 
actors with intensely enmeshed 
economic and trade bonds, must 
find a way to advance their com
plex relationship. China’s develop-

Act, the Inflation Reduction Act 
and the National Defense Authori
zation Act for Fiscal Year 2023. 
Such bills have expanded the list of 
sanctions against Chinese high- 
tech companies, and tried to piece 
together various geopolitical allian- 

from China, the Biden administra
tion is restarting die process of 
reinvesting and reindustrializing of 
the domestic high-tech industry, 
trying to re-establish the dominant 
position of the US in global indus
try, supply and value chains for 
high-tech industries and reduce the 
scale of its imports of manufac
tured products from China. Wash

ment cannot be separated from 
the European continent, and
Europe’s development also needs 
China. Standing at a new histori
cal starting point, China-EU coop
eration is encountering new

The author is dean of the School of 
International. Studies at Nanjing 
University. The author contributed 
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Dally. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

a continuation of its domestic anti
China political climate. A confron
tational relationship between 
Beijing and Washington not only 
goes against the fundamental inter
ests of both peoples but would also 
lead to a disaster for the world. 
According to estimates by World 
Trade Organization economists, if 
the world economy is decoupled 
and splits into two independent 
trading blocs, the global gross GDP 
will contract by 5 percent, which 
would lead to losses even larger 
than that of the 2008 international 
financial crisis. Growth prospects 
for developing economies will be 
dimmed, with some facing double
digit welfare losses. 

The deterioration in relations 
among major powers presents the 
biggest uncertainties in the period 
of turbulence and change. China, 
championing the vision for build
ing a community with a shared 
future for humanity, refuses to 
decouple from the US, rejects a new 
Cold War, and refuses to allow Chi- 
na-US relations to fall into the 
“Thucydides Trap”. However, the 
impacts from the period of turbu
lence and change have been further 
deepened under the impact from a 
series of structural conflicts in Chi- 
na-US relations, the prolonging of 
the Ukraine crisis, the quickening 
of efforts from Japan to build itself 
into a military power and India’s 
attempt to reap the dividends from 
the strategic competition between 
major powers. This is a common 
problem facing the international 
community.

In order to prevent the period of 
turbulence and change from get
ting worse, the international com
munity needs to work together to 
curb various crises and confronta
tional factors, contain the power 
competition among major coun
tries, prevent the expansion of 
extreme thought and forces in 
domestic politics, and promote a 
reasonable and effective balance of 
power. The goal is to enable the 
world to return to a period of stable 
development as soon as possible 
and prevent the world from falling 
into a period of war and conflict

ince 2014, the United States 
has chosen to drag Europe 
into war, rekindling the
Ukrainian front. In view of

this, the current US-led effort to 
expand NATO is obviously a geo
political error of historic propor
tions that will unsettle European 
stability. Moreover, the develop
ments surrounding the Ukraine 
conflict are increasingly inter
twined with the intensifying 
actions of confrontation. In par
ticular, the US is increasingly 
expressing “concerns” and “warn
ings” about strengthening both 
China-EU and China-Russia coop
eration. To be more precise, the 
US is cultivating a systemic rivalry 
and trying to sabotage coopera
tion between the European Union 
and China; in consideration of 
this, Europe must abandon the 
so-called confrontational 
approach by implementing an 
independent policy from the US. 
Despite the US aggravations, the 
EU and China are still working 
toward establishing a strategic 
partnership, which is meant to 
help manage political, security 
and trade issues. Sweden, which 
has assumed the rotating presi
dency of the Council of the EU for 
the first half of this year, said it 
will continue to seek consulta
tions with the European Parlia
ment to push forward the 
ratification of the China-EU Com
prehensive Agreement on Invest
ment.

It is worth noting the fact that 
the EU is one of China’s major 
trading partners. For the first 10 
months of 2022, the trade volume 
between China and the EU 
reached $711.4 billion, a year-on- 
year increase of 6.3 percent. From

January to August 2022, the EU 
invested $7.45 billion in China, a 
year-on-year increase of 121.1 per
cent. In November, the Airbus 
A321 aircraft officially entered 
production on the general assem
bly line in Tianjin, and it is expect
ed that the first A321 aircraft will 
be delivered in the first quarter of 
this year. A symbiotic economic 
relationship between China and 
the EU has been built. 

China and the EU are two pow
ers of great importance for world 
peace and two major markets 
important for common develop
ment, that strengthens the rising 
momentum in their relations, 
which becomes a workable model 
not only to their advantage but to 
that of the international commu
nity as a whole. Within this frame
work, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has pointed out that “the more 
unstable the international situa
tion becomes and the more acute 
challenges the world faces, the 
greater global significance China- 
EU relations take on”. 

It is precisely for this reason 
that China has taken a real step to 
promote peace in Ukraine. The 
Chinese Foreign Ministry has 
released a 12-point plan to settle 
the conflict in Ukraine. It includes 
the need to respect the sovereign
ty and integrity of all countries 
and pointed to their equality. Chi
na has called for the abandon
ment of the Cold War mentality 
and pointed out the unacceptabil
ity of ensuring regional security 
by strengthening and expanding 
military blocs. China opposes the 
escalation of the conflict, includ
ing the abuse of sanctions, and 
points to the need to create the 
necessary conditions for peace

The author is a former rector of the 
European University Cyprus and
an ordinary member of the Europe

an Academy of Sciences and Arts. 
The author contributed this article 
to China Watch, a think tank pow
ered by China Daily. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of Chi
na Daily.

he report to the 20th 
National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China 
said the world has entered

a new period of turbulence and 
change, which was a strategic defi
nition for the changes in China’s 
external environment. The most 
prominent feature for the period of 
turbulence and change is the 
“crossroads effect” or where global 
development is about to go. 

The history and theory of inter
national relations reveal that cycli
cal changes in world politics are the 
basic pattern for the evolution of 
human social life. Periods of stabili
ty and development, turbulence 
and change, and war and conflict 
often run in cycles. Today, it has 
become more than prominent that 
world politics has entered into a 
worrisome period of turbulence 
and change.

First of all, 2022 was destined to 
be a turning point in human histo
ry as confrontations and conflicts 
among major powers returned to 
world politics.

After the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
broke out on Feb 24,2022, the Joe 
Biden administration and Europe
an countries chose not to directly 
send troops to intervene for fear of 
Russia’s strategic and tactical 
nuclear forces. Instead, they chose 
to implement all-round sanctions 
against Russia and reduce or even 
halt the imports of Russian oil and 
gas. They also provided the Ukrain
ian government and its military 
with weapons and ammunition, 
intelligence support, and financial 
assistance, which strengthened the 
capacity and determination of the 
Ukrainian government, military, 
and people to respond to military 
strikes. Recently, the Biden admin
istration lias extended high-profile 
support to Ukraine. During Ukrain
ian President Volodymyr Zelensltys 
visit to the United States in Decem
ber, the US promised to provide 
Ukraine with $1.85 billion in new 
military equipment assistance, 
which even included a Patriot air 
defense system. The US Congress 
passed a bill to allocate $45 billion 
in aid to Ukraine this year. In this 
context, the protracted Ukraine cri
sis is not so much a stalemate on 
the battlefield as it lias fallen deep
er into the dilemma of deepening 
political confrontation among all 
parties.

The longer the conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine goes on, the

ington has even stirred up the situ
ation across the Taiwan Straits, 
exacerbating the tension across the 
Straits through actions such as the 
visit by Nancy Pelosi, the former 
speaker of the US House of Repre
sentatives, to Taiwan, and forcing 
TSMC and other high-tech manu
facturing companies in Taiwan to 
transfer high-end production 
capacity to the US. The latter is an 
attempt to further hobble China’s 
high-tech industry and extend the 
new Cold War to global high-tech 
industry chains. This series of 

actions from the US have 
not only resulted in 

; Ij . plummeting stock 
prices for global 

chip manufacturers in
2022, but also deviated from 
the globalization that was 

built on freedom, open
ness and healthy compe
tition.

Finally, it remains to be 
seen how the expansion and 

buildup in domestic political fac
tors in Western countries will con
tinue to mislead the relations 
between major powers and even 
intensify their confrontation due to 
the rise of narrow, paranoid and 
outrageous populism, white cen
trism, and hegemonic self-interest. 
This has become the third key char
acteristic of this period of turbu
lence and change.

The qualitative change in Wash
ington’s China policy resulted not 
only from the strategic concerns in 
US strategic and policy circles 
about China’s rapid development 
and the closer gaps in balance of 
power between the two nations, but 
also its political need to play up the 
China threat, fueled by the serious 
political and social divides in the 
US. The more severe the divisions 
in the US are, the more the political 
and strategic elites in Washington 
will hype up the China threat, try
ing to use this to forge domestic 
unity and cohesion. At present, the 
move by the US to fuel tensions 
over the Taiwan question is largely 

\more serious political and econom
ic troubles it will pose to Europe 
and tiie world, as its spillover 
effects will become more signifi
cant. The Ukraine conflict could 
trigger new oil, food, inflation 
and financial crises this year. 
Even the end of the conflict 
will inevitably lead to a lot 
of disputes, such as 
overwhotobe
accountable for the
conflict, the source 
of funds for 
Ukraine’s post-war
reconstruction,
how to define the
status quo of 
Ukraine, and
many other
issues. Howto
avoid the esca-
lation and
expansion of
the Ukraine
conflict, and how 
to prevent direct 
confrontation between
Russia and NATO from 
turning into a limited tactical 
nuclear confrontation will also con
tinue to plague the transformation 
of European geopolitics in the era 
of post-Ukraine conflict. Judging 
from the meeting between Ukraini
an President Zelensky and US Pres
ident Joe Biden at the White House 
in December and his subsequent 
speech in the US Congress, the 
nature of the Ukraine conflict as 
the worst proxy one between major 
powers since the end of the Cold 
War wil 1 also become more promi
nent.

Second, the United States has 
undergone a qualitative change in 
its relations with China. The Biden 
administration, which views China 
as the US’ largest strategic rival and 
military threat, has begun to con
tain China in an all-round way. In 
the power distribution structure of 
a specific period of world politics, 
the relations between the most 
powerful and the second most pow
erful countries are the most compli

cated and conflicted among all rela- bills such as the CHIPS and Science 
tions. This theory and historical
experience in major power compe
tition have begun to re-emerge,
which is the second characteristic
of this era of turbulence and
change.

The Biden administration and
the US political elite have chosen to ces to launch a comprehensive
completely disregard the Chinese
government’s sincerity and deter
mination to seek a way for the two
countries to get along in the coming blockades on high-tech products 
century. They have made no secret
of the US’ true nature as a hege
monic country, and continue to
wage attacks on China in science
and technology, trade, diplomacy,
the digital sector, culture and edu
cation, as well as ideology, in an
attempt to comprehensively con
tain and curb China’s rapid devel
opment. The US has introduced

important development opportu
nities.

L

The international community should work together 
to curb various crises to ensure the world goes in right direction
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Philosophical soul music
Composer combines ancient wisdom with metaverse to explore different sounds, Chen Nan reports.
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1,000 years later, a painter named 
Qiu Ying was inspired by Tao’s fable 
to create a mountain-and-water 
painting titled Immortal Realm of 
the Peach Spring. Qiu visualized a 
serene, harmonious land ideal for 
intellectuals. His painting depicts 
lush mountains amid clouds, pal
aces bathed in mist, springs cascad
ing over cliffs to form streams that 
ran below bridges. Under pine trees 
and peach blossoms sit three men, 
dressed in white, with two young 
male attendants, enjoying casual 
talk and playinggtw/m (a seven
stringed zither). This landscape, 
applying a lot of green and blue pig
ments as a typical style of the Chi
nese art, is considered a 
monumental piece in Qiu’s oeuvre, 
with only some still in existence. The 
painting is now at the center of an 
exhibition at Tianjin Museum that 
surveys Qiu’s ait. He is hailed as one 
of the "four masters of the Suzhou 
school”, a loose group of painters 
active in Suzhou, Jiangsu province, 

from the collection of the Royal 
Ontario Museum in Canada. The 
artifacts were traded outside Japan 
as commodities or taken to North 
America by Japanese immigrants, 
and passed on throughout genera
tions before entering the museum. 
The exhibition ends on May 21. 
9 am-5pm, closed on Mondays.
204 Dongbei Street, Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province. 0512-6757-5666.

Contact the writer at
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

during the Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644). Self-trained, Qiu was known 
for his cultural accumulation that 
rendered his brushwork a mood of 
subtlety and elegance. The long
term exhibition also shows the 
works of his teacher, Zhou Chen, 
and two copied works of Qiu.
9 am-4:30pm, closed on Mondays. 
62 Pingjiang Road, Hexi district, 
Tianjin. 022-8388-3000.
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4n March 3, award-winning com
poser Tan Dun’s latest music work, 
Five Souls, was released. With five 
movements written for a small

ensemble, featuring water percussion, harp, 
brass, strings and didgeridoo, the music work 
offers listeners a glimpse of the composer’s 
interpretation of the metaverse. 

“The term ‘metaverse’ is the latest buzz
word, which has an impact on our daily lives. 
As a composer, I’m also aware of the leading 
trend, which makes me think,” says Tan, 
based in New York, during an interview via 
Zoom.

Heavily influenced and inspired by ancient 
Taoist philosophers such as Laozi and Zhu
angzi, who also provided understanding of 
the universe, especially ideas about people 
living in harmony with nature, the composer 
created the new work to display his own theo
ry “from the universe to metaverse” through 
the exploration of different sounds. 

Tan calls the work a “metaverse symphony”, 
and the five movements in it are: H2O Tempo, 
Horch, WE (West and East), Meta Voyage and 
Dream Rhythm.

The music work was released by Decca 
Classics, a classical music label under Univer
sal Music Group, after the composer 
announced a recording partnership with the 
label on Feb 9.

The recording oiFive Souls took place in an 
old factory in New York with musicians play
ing in a circle. Supported by immersive audio 
technology, the recording captured an audi
tory atmosphere, which is encompassing. 

Tan, who was the conductor during the 
recording, says the old factory was painted 
with two colors: one half was black and the 
other half white. He stood on the line that 
separated the two spaces.

‘With black and white, the space brought 
us the energy of yin and yang. There were 
also lights, shadows and thin smoke, which 
was like a universe that we created,” Tan says. 
“I always consider composers as visual artists 
who create with different colors, and differ
ent objects and musical instruments. I can 
also paint because those different sounds are 
just like colors.”

As a trained classical musician, he is 
always ahead of the curve. Tan graduated 
from the Central Conservatory of Music in 
Beijing and later Columbia University in J 
New York. He has created music from I 
symphonies to operas. He is known for I 
the fusion of Eastern and Western musi- ’ 
cal styles.

Tan’s music works have won him world
wide acclaim. Many people know the com
poser from his soundtrack in film director 
Ang Lee’s Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, 
for which Tan won an Academy Award for 
best score in 2001. He has scored music for 
global events such as the 2008 Beijing Olym
pics. He is the first composer commissioned 
by Google and YouTiibe to write the Internet 
Symphony No 1.

In January, Tan conducted the UK pre

miere of his epic vmt\L,BuddhaPassion, at the 
Royal Festival Hall in London. The monu
mental work, which is a result of the compos
er’s multiple trips to Dunhuang, Northwest 
China’s Gansu province, to study and docu
ment the Mogao Caves, involves choirs, a 
large orchestra, six percussionists and an 
array of soloists, including indigenous sing
ers, traditional Chinese instrumentalists, 
such as a pipa player. The recording of Bud
dha Passion will be released by Decca Classics 
on April 7.

The world premiere of a recording of Tan’s 
The Tears of Nature wall follow in September. 
Also a release by Decca Classics, the 25-minute 
percussion concerto was written after three 
major natural disasters: the Wenchuan earth
quake in Southwest China’s Sichuan province 
in 2008, the tsunami in Japan in 2011 and Hur
ricane Sandy, which caused significant damage 
in the United States in 2012, all of which per
sonally affected Tan.

The Tears of Nature displays the composer’s 
reflection on the relationship between 
human beings and nature. Emotions like sad
ness, warmth and compassion are on the 
album.

“I was born and grew up in a small village 
in Hunan province. I was a barefoot, wild 
child running around. Nature is close to me 
and I always respect and admire its power,” 
says Tan, who is keen on making music with 
nature, from water to paper, stone, and 
metal.

“As a child, my grandparents told me sto
ries about nature, which made me believe 
that all the things in the world, such as stones, 
flowers and land, are living creatures like us.” 

He says his grandparents once told him 
that when it rains, the sky is crying.

“When I travel by plane, I love watching the 
sky from the window. The colors of the sky 
also amaze me, with the moving clouds and 
changing daylight. Nature is the best artist,” 
he says.

The Norddeutscher Rundfunk (NDR) Sin- 
fonieorchester and Martin Grubinger, a per
cussionist from Austria, presented the 
official world premiere performance of The 

Tears of Nature on Dec 13,2012, in Lubeck, 
Germany, with Tan conducting. In 2015, 
Grubinger performed the same piece 

_ with the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra
Bl under the baton of Tan in Shanghai.

“I have two goals in my heart. I not 
I only want to establish a musical idea 

but also want to develop a cross-cultur- 
V al idea that brings nature and classical 
■ music, the ancient and modern, togeth- 
' er,” Tan adds.

Edo period on show 
The ukiyo-e print, the Japanese art 
form that thrived during the Tbku- 
gawa or Edo period (1603-1868), 
reflects the many aspects of flourish
ing society then, depicted as a “float
ing world” People can learn about 
the economic, social and cultural 
prosperity of that time through the 
art. Political stability, agricultural 
production, handicrafts and com
merce resulted in promoting a 
booming scene for art and culture 
then. In such artworks, the diversity

Art in inches
“Governing a big country is as deli
cate as cooking a small fish,” wrote 
Laozi in the classic text Tao Te 
Ching more than 2,000 years ago. 
That can be applied as a philosophy 
in artistic creation, for an artist is 
able to reveal the truth of the uni
verse only when he can achieve 
refinement in details and dimen
sions of confinement. Beauty in 
Greatness Through Details, an exhi
bition at the National Ait Museum 
of China through March 26, is

r
J

showing works of small sizes in 
which creators portray diverse life 
experiences, nature and a love of 
people, reflecting an evolution in 
art styles, changes in social con
cerns and people’s reflections on 
history. The exhibition is the first 
themed show to mark the 60th 
anniversary of the National Art 
Museum of China this year.
9 am-5pm, closed on Mondays.
1 Wusi Dajie Street, Dongcheng 
district, Beijing. 010-6400-6326.

so?

Inspiring landscape
In his most well-known prose Tao- 
huayuanJi (Peach Blossom Spring), 
Tao Yuanming, the poet whose life 
straddled the 4th and 5th centuries, 
wrote about a place where people 
live a peaceful, self-sufficient life free 
from worldly worries. More than

Online
See more by 

scanning the

code.

Left: Composer Tan Dun (right) traveled around China to visit various ethnic groups 
before creating his latest work, Five Souls, which he calls a “metaverse symphony”.
Above: Musicians form a circle during the recording of the work in New York. 
Right: The cover of Tan’s latest album.
Below: The composer, photos provided to china daily
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and richness of urban life is encap
sulated in objects used by people in 
day-to-day life. Fine examples of the 
aesthetics and lifestyles of the Edo 
period are now on show at Suzhou 
Museum, in the historic and idyllic 
city in Jiangsu province. One piece 
from Katsushika Hokusai’s most 
iconic collection of prints, Thirty-six 
Views of Mount Fuji, shows thunder
storms accumulating above the 
mountain. Other exhibits include 
incense-burning sets and picnic cas
es to exemplify the craft work of the 
time. Objects at the exhibition are 

!
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but she turned them down and 
chose instead to study geophysics at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

At the country's highest academ
ic institution in natural sciences, 
the workload was heavy. However, 
what kept her going was her origi
nal aspiration to devote her life to 
the welfare of others.

She received her master’s degree 
in 2005 and found a job at the Insti
tute of Earthquake Forecasting of the 
China Earthquake Administration. 

Three years later, an 8.0-magni- 
tude earthquake hit Wenchuan 
county, Sichuan, causing wide
spread devastation. The Zhang- 
heng-1 project, which was still in 
development and had been paused, 
was moved up the agenda once 
more.

In 2009, she took on two challen
ges, becoming a key member of the 
research project while giving birth 
to a baby girl. She was able to bal

By YANG FEIYUE and 

MA JINGNA in Lanzhou

Ji"*

development of the culture and 
tourism industry,” Shi says.

Shi believes the culture and tour
ism industry is a barometer of the 
post-pandemic market.

This year’s Spring Festival holiday 
saw 308 million domestic trips 
made, accounting for 88.6 percent 
of the same period in 2019, accord
ing to the China Tourism Academy. 

The holiday saw tourism revenue 
reach 375.8 billion yuan, 73.1 per
cent of the level in 2019. 

“It was exciting news,” Shi says.
Various culture and tourism 

activities were also staged across 
Gansu during the holiday, such as 
traditional opera performances in 
the countryside, New Year painting 
exhibitions and lantern riddles.

The province received 10.12 mil
lion traveler visits during the holi
day, with 5.5 billion yuan in tourism 
revenue, representing an increase of 
35 percent and 31 percent, respec
tively, compared with the same peri
od last year, Shi says.

Gansu boasts diverse landforms 
and a distinctive climate, making it 
naturally photogenic.

Shi says the unique natural heri
tage and distinctive folk culture 
have granted the province a strong 
appeal to both domestic and foreign 
tourists.

In recent years, Gansu has contin
uously improved its tourism infra
structure and services. The Gansu 
culture and tourism authority has 
been continuously promoting favor
able policies to subsidize travel 
agencies that arrange charter 
planes, special tourism trains and 
group tours for domestic and for
eign tourists looking to travel in 
Gansu.

The Gansu Culture Tourism 
Group will offer discounts on tick
ets, hotels, and tourism products for 
group tours in its operations this 
year, Shi says.

The group seized the opportunity 
to roll out winter tourism projects 
during Spring Festival, which 
proved popular among travelers. 

“From indications in the tourism 
market seen during this year’s 
Spring Festival, we can feel the pub
lic’s strong desire to travel,” Shi says. 

“I believe that the prospects for a 
comprehensive recovery of China’s 
tourism industry are promising 
and, in the future, domestic tourism 
consumption will continue to rise, 
and the tourism economy will dem
onstrate strong growth momen
tum,” he adds.

A State-owned tourism company 
in Northwest China’s Gansu prov
ince aims to step up efforts in inte
grating culture, tourism, rural 
vitalization and new urbanization. 

“Our annual development goal 
this year is to achieve an operating 
revenue of over 5 billion yuan 
($71772 million),” says Shi Peiwen, 
chair of die Gansu Culture Tourism 
Group during the annual meetings 
of the National People’s Congress 
and the National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference in Beijing, also 
known as the two sessions.

The major focus of the tourism 
group during the 14th Five-Year 
Plan (2021-25) period includes 
building a number of multifunc
tional culture, tourism and thera
peutic retreats, leading the way for 
the industry’s development across 
Gansu, according to Shi, who is a 
member of the 14 th CPPCC National 
Committee.

“We’ll explore diverse digital 
development paths, expand busi
ness areas, broaden market chan
nels, and create new profit growth 
through the ‘technology plus’ devel
opment model,” he says.

The tourism group will also give 
support to the implementation of 
the national rural vitalization strate
gy based on Gansu’s rural tourism 
resources, and build a number of 
creative facilities that integrate agri
culture, culture and tourism for 
overall development.

“At the same time, we’ll strive to 
achieve new breakthroughs in cul
ture and tourism project operations, 
hotel management, creative design, 
culture the tourism trade, and 
financial investment,” Shi says.

Since the beginning of this year, 
the tourism group has seen an evi
dent recovery in its livestream sales, 
cultural products trade and hotel 
operations.

Next, the group will start 
strengthening the cultivation of cul
tural industries, vitalizing rural are
as, promoting common prosperity, 
and building ecological awareness, 
according to Shi.

“We will continue to amplify the 
comprehensive effects of culture 
and tourism, showcasing the 
responsibility of State-owned enter
prises in expanding domestic 
demand and promoting consump
tion,” he says.

The group will keep close tabs on 
market demand to continuously 
upgrade industrial arrangement 
and product supply, while accelerat
ing construction of major tourism 
projects, including natural scenic 
spots and leisure resorts.

Moreover, measures will be taken 
to deal with existing challenges, ran
ging from a lack of new products 
that cater to rising consumption 
demands for urban and rural lei
sure, to the limited capacity for deal
ing with surging tourist numbers.

Given the long process of plan
ning, building and running large- 
scale culture and tourism projects, 
as well as new product research and 
development, Shi hopes the govern
ment can provide more financing, 
credit support, and special tax poli
cies to help culture and tourism 
enterprises recover and accelerate 
development.

“At the same time, we also hope 
that more private sector bodies can 
participate in the development of 
the cultural and tourism industries, 
so as to fully mobilize the strength of 
all parties, stimulate market vitality, 
and achieve stable and efficient

ance the duties of mother and sci
entist largely due to the suppoit of 
her family, with the mother-in-law 
taking on some childcare tasks.

Aware of the need for an interdis
ciplinary background, Zeren Zhi- 
ma began to apply for doctoral 
studies in astrophysics.

Juggling motherhood with 
in-depth research, on her third 
attempt, in 2014, she finally 
obtained her PhD from Beihang 
University in 2014.

In her senior thesis, she thanked 
her parents-in-law, husband and 
daughter, saying that her family 
had provided the strong support 
necessaiy for her career.

The Zhangheng-1 satellite was 
launched in Februaiy 2018. Over the 
past five years, it has racked up 
numerous achievements, including 
obtaining global electromagnetic 
field data, strengthening the moni
toring of weather events, and offer
ing suppoit for research into 
earthquake forecasting.

Her team is now planning the 
second Zhangheng satellite, which 
will be followed by others that will 
eventually form a constellation of 
satellites.

She stresses that scientific 
research needs to be practical and 
realistic. Forecasting earthquakes 
is fundamental research requiring 
patience and persistence.

‘We would rather spend decades 
on the research than rush ahead 
seeking quick results,” she says.

The Wenchuan earthquake 
occurred on May 12, 2008. Since 
then, National Disaster Prevention 
and Reduction Day has been 
observed each year on May 12. The 
room number of her office is 512, a 
number picked out by the previous 
leader of the project. She says it acts 
as a reminder of her mission to help 
predict earthquakes and prevent 
such disasters in the future.

As the International Women’s 
Day was celebrated on Wednesday, 
Zeren Zhima’s story has come 
under the spotlight, providing an 
example of the varied and impor
tant work women are doing in the 
modem world.

In pondering the reasons for her 
success, she says that she keeps her 
sights on “surpassing my previous 
self and fulfilling my potential”

She is also mindful of her par
ents’ priceless guidance on the val
ue of doing things for the well
being of others.

“I am glad of having a science 
career that can protect people’s 
lives and safety?’ Zeren Zhima says.

Aerial view of a rural getaway that offers homestays and geological 
wonders in Qingyang, Gansu province, photos provided to china daily

any people, when 
asked to picture a 
woman of the Tibetan 
ethnic group, will con

jure up images based on tradition. 
These could involve a weaver, a 
shepherdess or someone who per
forms folk dancing in music videos. 
However, Zeren Zhima does not 
conform to any of these stereotypes. 

She is often spotted carrying a 
heavy laptop with complicated dia
grams and bell cuiwes displayed on 
screen. She spends hours every day 
typing computer code and process
ing mass data received from a satel
lite more than 500 kilometers away. 

Despite her origins in a remote 
area of the Tibetan countryside in 
Southwest China’s Sichuan prov
ince, Zeren Zhima now works at the 
cutting edge of modern science, 
specializing in the physics of Earth 
and space.

Working at the National Institute 
of Natural Hazards, she is the chief 
designer of the application system 
for China’s first seismo-electromag- 
netic satellite, Zhangheng-1. In ser
vice for five years, the satellite, 
which is named after the inventor 
of an ancient Chinese seismograph, 
has provided a large amount of sci
entific data on earthquakes around 
the globe.

Before a quake occurs, rock or 
tectonic plate movements deep 
below ground generate electromag
netic waves, which can travel 
through the air and even space. The 
satellite was designed to capture the 
electromagnetic signals.

By analyzing the data, scientists 
can trace the electromagnetic cir
cumstances of previous ruptures 
and identify natural laws that will 
eventually help forecast impending 
quakes.

Using a space satellite to meas
ure the shaking of the Earth’s sur- 
face can also be challenging. Some 
countries have launched similar 
satellites before, but they have all 
been retired from service. Zeren 
Zhima says it may take years before 
scientists can realize the goal of 
predicting earthquakes.

The desire to perform good 
deeds was nurtured in Zeren Zhi
ma from an early age. She was born 
into a rural family in Garze Tibetan 
autonomous prefecture, Sichuan, 
in 1976. At that time, local women 
were destined to do farm work. But 
her parents did not want her to be 
reconciled to such a life. Her father, 
a voluntary schoolteacher, made 
sure his two daughters studied 
hard so that they could leave the 
countryside.

She did not let her parents down.

In her county’s school graduation 
exams, she scored the highest 
marks, and was admitted to a col
lege in Beijing specializing in disas
ter prevention technology.

Her hometown is located in a 
zone prone to natural disasters, 
such as quakes, forest fires and 
landslides. She witnessed some ter
rible catastrophes in her youth. 

“My parents always taught me to 
give a helping hand when people 
are in trouble,” Zeren Zhima says. “I 
think that pursuing studies in dis
aster prevention means putting 
this idea into practice, which can 
benefit a lot of people.”

However, coming from a simple 
rural environment, it took her 
some time to adapt to modern 
urban life. “I didn’t know how to 
use a telephone or how to take the 
subway” Zeren Zhima says, recall
ing her early years in Beijing.

The fact that she has dyslexia 
and, at the time, she could not 
speak Mandarin very well, meant 
that she had to work twice as hard 
to succeed.

She practiced Mandarin pronun
ciation by reading newspapers out 
loud for hours, and immersed herself 
in piles of tapes and books to hone 
her English listening and speaking 
skills. With two years of hard work, 
she became a straight-A student.

In 1999, Zeren Zhima took her 
next step, pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree at the Guizhou Normal Uni
versity in Southwest China. She 
majored in computer science, a 
popular subject back then due to 
the rise of the internet. She was 
good at math and English, and got 
offers for web engineering jobs 
from several foreign companies,

Top: Zeren Zhima introduces the seismo-electromagnetic satellite 
Zhangheng-1 project at the National Institute of Natural Hazards in 
Beijing, jia zhao / xinhua Above: The scientist (left) gives a keynote 
speech at an international academic exchange conference in
Changsha, Hunan province in 2019. provided to china daily
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Scientist dedicated to studying earthquakes hopes to 
be able to predict them one day, report Yuan Quan and Jia Zhao.

£
My parents always 
taught me to give a 
helping hand when 
people are in trouble. 
I think that pursuing 
studies in disaster 
prevention means 
putting this idea into 
practice, which can 
benefit a lot of 
people.” 
Zeien Zhima, scientist 
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Our annual 
development goal 
this year is to achieve 
an operating revenue 
of over 5 billion yuan 
($717.72 million).” 
Shi Peiwen, chair of the 
Gansu Culture Tourism Group
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Tournament’s return spikes amateurs’ interest
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Team China head coach Zheng Wei instructs her players from the sideline during the FIBA Women’s World Cup quarterfinal win against France last September. Zheng ultimately guided China to a highly com
mendable second-place finish at the tournament, and now hopes her players can build on that experience with more deep runs in major competitions, xinhua

Zheng Wei is hoisted into the air after steering Team China to victory over host Australia
in their FIBA Women's World Cup semifinal in Sydney last September, xinhua

prove ourselves in every competition.”
Zheng blames that inconsistency on a lack of 

experience — a problem she hopes can be tack
led by building a more competitive professional 
league in China and scheduling more high-qual
ity international friendlies.

She is also bidding to level up her players’ 
physicality on the court to better cope with the 
demands of the modern game, specifically its 
“more vaguely defined positions, fiercer 
defense, more intensive body contact and better 
individual technique”

“I believe we are approaching our goals on the 
right track through training,” she added.

“I used to analyze opponents’ strategies for 
the team before, so I am very familiar with our 
own players and our main opponents. What I 
can do is bring out the players’ strength and 
make them more confident,” she said.

Upward trajectory
Despite the huge strides made at the World 

Cup, Zheng believes her players’ full potential 
has yet to be realized.

“We only made it to the final in this tourna
ment. It might come just by chance,” said Zheng. 

“But if we genuinely are a top team like the 
USA, Australia, France and Spain, we need to

With an emphasis on fun over 
intensity, the return of a much-loved 
gas volleyball tournament is inspir
ing a growing enthusiasm for the 
sport in China.

Back from a one-year break due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the second 
edition of the Samaranch Cup Gas 
Volleyball Invitational in Xichang, 
Southwest China’s Sichuan prov
ince, was testament to the sport’s 
enduring appeal.

Drawn to gas volleyball’s suitabili
ty for all ages, the Samaranch Foun
dation launched the tournament in 
2021. Last week’s competitions, 

Teamwork tradition
Hating served as an assistant coach for Team 

China for 12 years before taking charge as head 
coach, Zheng is deeply impressed by the squad’s 
tradition of teamwork.

“Unity, cooperation, selfless dedication, and 
never giving up are the glorious traditions of 
China’s women’s basketball team,” Zheng said. 

“Shao Ting and Sun Mengran have passed 
them on to Yang Liwei and Li Meng, and the lat
ter are passing onto the next generation.”

Zheng said that she also had good coopera
tion with her predecessors and learned a lot 
from them.

Led by Zhang Meiyu, a former 
professional player with the Sich
uan province team, 25 volunteers 
visited a primary school in a rural 
area of Xichangon March 8 to intro
duce gas volleyball to 100 students 
during an open PE class. The kids 
were taught fundamental skills 
using the tournament’s official 
game balls, produced by Hengjia 
Spoils Goods.

“With these lighter inflatable 
balls with a soft feel, it’s safer for 
kids to start at a young age,” said 
Zhang. “Hopefully, the little pass- 
and-retum session will grow some 
interest and attract them to the 
sport of volleyball.”

An exhibition of Olympic memo
rabilia and a lecture on Olympic his
tory were also organized during this 
year’s tournament as part of an off- 
court program of cultural events.

Zhang Shu, a player with Zehua vol
leyball club from Shaanxi province. 

As China pushes forward with its 
goal of developing a world-class 
sporting nation by 2035, gas volley
ball is perfectly suited to aspects of 
the plan that seek to boost the physi
cal and mental well-being of an 
aging society.

‘This game is easier to pick up, 
fun to play and adaptable for mass 
promotion anywhere in the coun
try,” said Chinese badminton legend 
Li Lingwei, who is president of the 
Samaranch Foundation.

“Staging a tournament like this 
on a regular basis will definitely 
bring more people to the sport, get 
more involved in it and help the 

where three age-group titles were 
contested, attracted nearly 2,000 
participants representing 150 teams 
from 75 cities — more than double 
the turnout for the first edition.

Developed in the 1980s as a lei
surely alternative to competitive 
indoor volleyball, the gas version of 
the sport, also known as balloon 
volleyball, is played with bigger 
and lighter balls made of soft mate
rials, instead of the regular leather 
balls. Matches are played on a 
smaller court using a lower net 
than the regular version, making it 
easier to pick up for beginners and 
more accessible.

Although the action wasn’t exact
ly high-octane, there was no deny

ing the tournament in Xichang 
brought out the amateurs’ competi
tive instincts, rath spikes smashed 
with force, and players chasing 
down points with relentless blocks 
and saves.

As avid sports fans and regular 
exercisers when they were younger, 
many of the tournament’s senior 
participants paid tribute to organiz
ers for helping them tap into those 
memories, emotions and feelings 
once again.

“We really appreciate the oppor
tunity to be able to compete with all 
the sports fans again after the pan
demic, shake off the rust, make 
some new friends and help promote 
our shared interest together,” said

whole country to stay fit and 
healthy,” added Li, who is also a vice- 
president of the Chinese Olympic 
Committee and a member of the 
International Olympic Committee. 

The Samaranch Foundation, a 
national nonpublic entity registered 
with the Ministry of Civil Affairs in 
Beijing in 2012, was established in 
memory of late former IOC presi
dent Juan Antonio Samaranch.

With gas volleyball already popu
lar with senior citizens, organizers 
have also set their sights on attract
ing young people to the game. A 
charity training clinic was held at 
this year’s tournament, aiming to 
encourage kids onto the volleyball 
court.

Head coach Zheng eager to build on success with 
Chinese women’s team in pivotal year for young squad

L
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aking the move from player to 
head coach in women’s basketball 
is no easy feat, to say nothing of 
making it to the final of a World

Cup as both a player and head coach.
So Zheng Wei has plenty of reasons to be 

proud of herself.
The current head coach of China’s women’s 

basketball team steered her squad to second 
place at the FIBA Women’s World Cup last year, 
equaling the country’s best record in the tourna
ment. She was also part of the China team 
which reached the final of the world champion
ships in 1994.

In an exclusive interview with Xinhua, Zheng 
told her story of overcoming setbacks during a 
career spanning 28 years.

World Cup wonders
During the last Olympic cycle, China was 

widely considered a serious medal contender at 
major championships, but failed to prove its 
prowess at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021. 

“In Tokyo, we were outmaneuvered and elim
inated by Serbia,” Zheng recalled.

A tougher pill to swallow for Zheng was last 
year’s Asian Cup final defeat to Japan.

“Because of these setbacks my players really 
wanted to move a step forward and reach a new 
level,” she said.

That disappointment brought back memo
ries for Zheng of China’s defeat to Brazil in the 
final of the 1994 world championships.

“It was the closest the women’s national team 
had come to winning the world tide. We defeat
ed Australia to set up a final showdown with 
Brazil,” said Zheng.

“We had never lost to Brazil in previous 
games, so we felt like we were already die world 
champions. But because we were mentally 
unprepared and too eager for success, we didn’t 
play our best in that game and left with regrets,” 
she added.

Twenty-eight years later, Zheng made up for 
those regrets by guiding a young Team China to 
an impressive runner-up finish at the World 
Cup.

Ultimately losing to the US in the final, Team 
China produced tenacious victories over France 
in the quarterfinals and Australia in the semis. 

“It was the best game that France played 
throughout the World Cup. Their shooting per
centage was very high, and it was tough,” 
recalled Zheng.

“But our players had prepared for that 
moment for years. Everyone stayed composed

and didn’t want to leave with regrets. After 
breaking through this barrier, the players grew 
in confidence.”

The victory over Australia was particularly 
impressive considering China was without top 
scorer Li Meng that day.

“When the opportunity came, everyone’s 
determination to move forward did not change. 
Although Li Meng did not play, everyone else 
stepped up and took responsibility ’̂ Zheng said. 

“I think it was willpower that helped us. The 
Australians were more experienced, but by the 
fourth quarter, they couldn’t keep up with us.” 

From the group stage to the final, Zheng’s 
players kept surprising her with fantastic per
formances. “Maybe after breaking through that 
ceiling, they couldn’t be stopped. They did their 
best to present both technique and spirit on the 
court. I think there was no regret this time,” said 
Zheng.

Balancing act
The 2022-2023 WCBA league season conclud

ed on Sunday. Zheng confirmed that the nation
al team will assemble at the end of March to 
begin preparations for this year’s two main 
events — the Asian Cup and the Asian Games. 

“We will play the Asian Cup in June, but some 
of the players who were in last year’s World Cup 
may not join the team because they have con
tracts with WNBA teams in the US, so the mis
sion will be tough for us,” Zheng said.

Center Han Xu and veteran Yang Liwei are 
among those under contract with WNBA teams, 
and Zheng hopes their experiences in the league 
will help refine their games and ultimately 
enhance Team China’s performances.

With China targeting the Asian Cup and the 
Asian Games in the short term, next year’s Paris 
Olympics also loom large.

“We need to combine our preparations for 
our short- and long-term goals,” she said. 

“We may recruit more young players who can 
compete in international events. They are eager 
to play for the national team. We want to 
observe them and help them grow.

“We hope to add one backup to every posi
tion. The national team’s roster will include 16 
to 18 players this time.”

Asked about her team’s chances at Paris 2024, 
Zheng said: “We aim to match our World Cup 
performance in every major competition in the 
future. Hopefully we can achieve it.”

By SUN XIAOCHEN
sunmaochen@chinadaily.com.cn
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If we genuinely are a top 
team like the USA, Australia, 
France and Spain, we need to 
prove ourselves in every 
competition. I believe we are 
approaching our goals on the 
right track through training.”
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