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in China. One of the most important 
things for China’s economic recov
ery is to restore confidence and to 
appropriately address problems in 
the property sector and risks in the 
local government debt,” Qu said.

Luo Zhiheng, chief economist at 
Yuekai Securities, said the Chinese 
economy will likely stage a much

a more active role in global 
affairs, including those in the 
Middle East.

The deal is also a clue to the 
waning influence of the United 
States in the region. For decades, 
Washington lias abused its domi
nant role in shaping the politics 
and security of the Middle East 
while inflicting catastrophic 
humanitarian disasters on local 
people.

The resumption of diplomatic 
relations between Iran and Saudi

Arabia, which is expected to be 
implemented in good faith, could 
pave the way for wider regional 
peace and stability. The two 
nations have a long and compli
cated history, with sectarian 
divides and political rivalries fuel
ing tensions. However, the willing
ness of both sides to come to the 
negotiating table and engage in 
dialogue is a step forward. 

The agreement also serves as a 
reminder that diplomacy and dia
logue are key to resolving conflicts 
and maintaining peace. The use of 
force, aggression and sanctions 
has often exacerbated tensions in 
the region, leading to further

The announcement of the 
resumption of bilateral relations 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, 
which was brokered by China, is a 
significant development in the 
political landscape of the Middle 
East. As tensions between the two 
regional powers have been a 
source of instability, the success of 
China’s diplomatic efforts signifies 
a potential shift in the region’s 
power dynamics. 

The timing of the agreement, 
which was signed in Beijing on 
the same day that Xi Jinping was 
elected president of China by the 
National People’s Congress, can
not be ignored. It serves as a clear 
indication of China’s growing 
influence and willingness to play

stimulus measures to spur a rapid 
GDP growth rate.

Liu Chunsheng, an associate pro
fessor of international trade at the 
Central University of Finance and 
Economics, said that Li’s remarks

stronger rebound in the second 
quarter, after hitting a relatively low 
point in the first quarter, due to the 
gradual process of economic recov
ery and a low comparison base in 
the previous year.

and more notable and tangible 
progress will be made in promoting 
prosperity for all, Xi said.

He underscored die need to better 
coordinate development and securi
ty, saying that efforts must be made 
to strengthen China’s capacity for 
safeguarding national security.

He called for efforts to compre
hensively advance the moderniza
tion of national defense and armed 
forces, and build the people’s armed 
forces into a “Great Wall of Steel” 
that is capable of effectively safe
guarding national sovereignty, secu
rity and development interests.

Xi also emphasized the importance 
of advancing national reunification 
and ensuring the long-term prosperi
ty and stability of the Hong Kong and

care and environment, which are 
crucial for people’s well-being.

Responding to a question on how 
to achieve the growth target, he said 
the government will introduce a num
ber of policy combinations, including 
measures to expand demand, 
advance reform, boost technological 
innovation and defuse risks.

The premier voiced support for 
private businesses, saying the gov
ernment will make more efforts to 
encourage private entrepreneurs to 
grow and thrive, so that they enjoy a 
better environment and broader 
development space.

Li reiterated China’s stance on its 
opening-up policy, pledging that the 
country will align with high-stan
dard international economic and 
trade rules to further expand open- 
ing-up this year.

Analysts said the premier’s com
ments indicate that China’s policy 
priority will focus on the stability 
and quality of development 
instead of rolling out aggressive

“I think the economic data for the 
first two months is expected to

President Xi Jinping said on Mon
day that the people’s trust is the big
gest motivation that drives him to 
march on and is a great responsibili
ty that he shoulders.

Xi, who is also general secretary' of 
the Communist Party of China Cen
tral Committee and chairman of the 
Central Military Commission, made 
the remark in Beijing in a speech at 
the closing meeting of the first ses
sion of the 14th National People’s 
Congress, the nation’s top legisla
ture, which was also attended by 
other Party and State leaders.

Xi was unanimously elected presi
dent on Friday at the annual NPC ses
sion, which closed on Monday after 
completing all of its agenda items. 

“I will faithfully fulfill my responsi
bilities bestowed by the Constitution, 
with the nation’s needs as my mis
sion and the people’s interests my 
yardstick,” he said as he vowed to per
form his duty scrupulously, do his 
utmost and prove worthy of the trust 
of all NPC deputies and die people of 
all ethnic groups across die country'. 

In his speech, Xi laid out key priori
ties for the nation for the next five 
years and beyond, pointing out that 
from tiiis day forward to die mid-21st 
century, the central task of the whole 
Party and all Chinese people will be 
to build China into a great modem 
socialist country' in all respects and 
to advance the rejuvenation of die 
Chinese nation on all fronts.

“The relay baton of building a

Macao special administrative regions. 
He stressed the need to fully, faith

fully and resolutely implement die 
principle of “one country, two sys
tems” under which the people of 
Hong Kong administer Hong Kong 
and the people of Macao administer 
Macao, both with a high degree of 
autonomy.

On the Taiwan question, Xi 
emphasized adhering to the one-Chi- 
na principle and the 1992 Consensus, 
actively promoting die peaceful 
development of cross-Straits rela
tions, and resolutely opposing exter
nal interference and “Taiwan 
independence” separatist activities. 

In terms of China’s foreign policy, 
he said that China will be dedicated 
to peace, development, cooperation 

and mutual benefit, stand firmly on 
the right side of history, practice true 
multilateralism, and uphold the 
shared values of humanity.

The nation will continue to 
advance high-standard opening-up, 
leverage global markets and resour
ces for its own development, and 
enable its development to benefit the 
world, he said.

China will play an active part in the 
reform and development of the glob
al governance system, contribute its 
share to building an open world 
economy, advance the implementa
tion of the Global Development Initi
ative and the Global Security 
Initiative, and inject more stability 
and positive energy into the peaceful 
development of the world, he added.

Craftsman adds modern twist 
to creation of rabbit figurines

to release key economic data for Feb
ruary, which will shed more light on 
the trajectory of its economic recov
ery since the country optimized its 
COVID-19 response measures.

Most economists have revised and
underline the government’s strong raised their projections on the full
commitment to pursuing economic year' growth rate of the Chinese econ

omy. But challenges that arise from 
the cloudy global economic outlook, 
changes in external demand and 
risks in the domestic property sector 
and the financial system need to be 
closely watched, they said.

David Qu, a senior economist at 
Bloomberg, said the premier’s

struggling laundromat owner who 
ends up being the savior of the mul
tiverse, swept the Oscars with a total 
of seven awards, including for best 
picture and best director, making it 
the biggest winner of the night.

“For all the little boys and girls 
who look like me watching tonight, 
this is abeacon of hope and possibili
ty,” the actress said in her acceptance 
speech in Los Angeles, California, 
the United States, to emphasize that 
one must dream big as dreams do 
come true. “And ladies, don’t let any
one ever tell you (that) you’re past 
your prime,” the 60-year-old added.

www .chinadailyglobal.com 
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ing green and low-carbon economic 
and social development.

Efforts should be made to effec
tively upgrade and appropriately 
expand the economy, and continu
ously increase the country’s eco
nomic strength, scientific and 
technological capabilities, and com
posite national strength, he said.

In building a modem socialist 
country in all respects, a people-cen
tered development philosophy must 
be implemented so that the gains of 
modernization will benefit all fairly,

rV_V>,

President Xi Jinping delivers a speech on Monday at the closing meeting of the first session of the 14th National People's Congress, which was attended by NPC deputies (right) 
at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, feng yongbin/ china daily: liu jinhai /xinhua

China will focus on improving the 
quality of its economic growth and 
people’s well-being while intensifying 
policy support to achieve the annual 
GDP target of around 5 percent, Pre
mier Li Qiang said on Monday.

At his first news conference as 
premier, Li outlined the central gov
ernment’s policy objectives and pri

orities, which 
Inside underscore its com- 
-------------- mitment to promoting
Comment, stable growth, boost

ing market confidence 
and better anchoring

expectations on the prospects of the 
world’s second-largest economy, 
analysts said.

While saying that achieving the 
GDP target will not be an easy task, Li 
vowed that the central government 
will intensify its efforts to achieve the 
goal and continue to push for high- 
quality growth, especially in terms of 
housing, income, education, health-
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Premier Li Qiang answers journalists’ questions at a news conference 
in Beijing on Monday after the first session of the 14th NPC concluded. 
FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY
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progress while ensuring stability,
which has sent a positive signal to
the market and boosted market con
fidence.

“The premier’s remarks showcase
the government’s firm determina
tion to focus on improving people’s
well-being and fostering high-quali
ty development, instead of simply remarks on Monday emphasized 
pursuing rapid growth,” he said. that China’s policy priority will 

Liu said that China will strength- focus on ensuring stable growth 
en coordination between its fiscal while addressing structural eco- 
and monetary' policies, and focus on nomic problems that are associated 
driving consumption, preventing with people’s livelihoods, technolog- 
and defusing risks in key fields, such ical innovations, green transition 
as the property sector, and further and risk prevention, 
deepening reforms to boost market '
vitality.

On Wednesday, China is scheduled reflect the trend of a steady rebound

great modern socialist country and 
advancing national rejuvenation 
has been historically passed on to 
our generation,” he said.

Xi called for accelerating Chinese 
modernization in accordance with 
the strategic decisions made at the 
20th CPC National Congress in 
October, highlighting the need to 
adhere to the new development phi
losophy, accelerate the building of a 
new development paradigm and 
advance high-quality development 

He reiterated the importance of 
achieving greater self-reliance and 
strength in science and technology, 
promoting industrial transforma
tion and upgrading, advancing 
coordinated urban-rural and 
regional development, and foster-

Xi tells legislators 
he will do his utmost 
and prove worthy 
of the people’s trust
By CAO DESHENG
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

By XU FAN 
xufdn@chinadxiily.com.cn
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Michelle Yeoh, an iconic name in 
Chinese cinema, made history on 
Sunday night by becoming the first 
Asian woman to win the Academy 
Award for best actress.

The Malaysian-born actress 
defeated formidable contenders, 
including two-time winner Cate 
Blanchett and five-time nominee 
Michelle Williams, to take home the 
prestigious award for her extraordi
nary performance in the multiversal 
comedy Everything Everywhere A ll 
at Once.

The film, where Yeoh plays a

Michelle Yeoh wins as best 
actress, makes Oscar history

*5* *- Two Sessions:
Special coverage p4,5,6
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Outdoor music festivals
ready to rock again
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Liang Long, lead singer and 
songwriter of Second Hand Rose
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By CHEN NAN
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

xV 2018, more than 260 such events 
were staged across the country.

With event organizers increas
ingly bringing outdoor music festi
vals to more second- and third-tier 
cities, the events are key to promot
ing local tourism.

Shanghai and Yantai, Shandong 
province.

Modem Sky, one of China’s largest 
indie record companies, has 
announced the schedule for its 2023 
Strawberry Music Festival, which 
will make its first stop in Wuhan, 
capital of Hubei province, on March 
25 and 26.

One of the nation’s largest out
door music events, the festival was 
launched by Modern Sky in Beijing 
in 2010. It will be staged in about 10 
cities during the first half of this 
year. In addition to Wuhan, the 
event will visit Nanchang, capital of 
Jiangxi province, Chengdu, the 
Sichuan provincial capital, and Fun- 
ing, Jiangsu province.

The acts will include pop singer
songwriters Li Ronghao and Su 
Yunying, who will make their 
debuts at the festival.

Rock band Second Hand Rose 
will also feature at the event. The

Top left: Musicians perform at the Midi Music Festival in Jinan, Shandong province, in May 2021. yi chu/for china daily Top right: Fans cheer 
during the Strawberry Music Festival in Haikou, Hainan province, in November 2018. provided to china daily Above left: The Midi Music Festi
val is held in Chongli, Hebei province, in August 2020. u lewei / for china daily Above right: Performers appear at the Green Fields Music Festi
val in Nanning, capital of Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, in November, provided to china daily

demic, donating 50 percent of its 
earnings to support indie musi
cians, especially new bands.

On March 17, Miserable Faith and 
three bands from The Artists’ Sup
port Project will open the festival in 
Haikou.

Shan said more new bands from 
the Midi Music School will make 
their debuts at the festival in die fol
lowing two days “The festival acts as 
a graduation ceremony for these 
new bands — it’s like a tradition for 
us,” he added.

The festival venue, Evergreen 
Park, is also a big attraction for audi
ences, as it is one of die largest parks 
in Haikou, located in the city center. 

“It’s such a pleasant experience to 
go to an outdoor music festival with 
families and friends to enjoy music 
in the open air,” Shan said. He added 
that in addition to Haikou, it is 
planned to stage the festival in more 
cities this year, including Beijing,

canceled because of the pandemic. 
Many bands experienced the same 
problem, which was frustrating, 
Liang said.

“We will refocus on our music by 
performing at outdoor festivals, on 
tours and by working on new songs 
this year. Lots of exciting things will 
be happening at the same time,” 
Liang said, adding that the band has 
a packed schedule for the first half of 
this year.

Attending outdoor music festi
vals is popular among numerous 
people in China, especially the 
younger generation. Such events 
are not just for rock fans — they 
also enable families and friends to 
have fun together.

The 2019 Tencent Entertainment 
White Paper, an annual report by 
Tencent Music Entertainment 
Group, stated that 257 outdoor 
music festivals were held nation
wide that year. In both 2017 and
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group made its first appearance at 
an outdoor music event in Sanya, 
Hainan, on Jan 27, the fifth day of 
Spring Festival, before flying to 
Changzhi, Shanxi, to perform at 
another open-air festival the follow
ing day.

Liang Long, the band’s lead singer 
and songwriter, said: “From the 
warmth of Sanya to freezing Chang
zhi, we had a hectic schedule at the 
start of this year. In Changzhi, my 
hands were too cold to play the gui
tar. My face was frozen and I felt as 
though I couldn’t open my mouth, 
but I really enjoyed the shows.”

Due to the pandemic, the band 
was unable to tour for the past three 
years, but it featured in movies and 
television reality shows, unexpect
edly winning new fens.

On Dec 31, 2021, the group 
released a new album and 
announced a tour schedule for 2022, 
but all stops on the tour had to be

Big attraction
On April 8 and 9, the Nanjing 

Yangtze River Wave Music Festival, 
featuring more than 30 groups and 
musicians, is due to be staged at a 
large ecological park in the Jiangsu 
provincial capital.

Li Dongyu, the festival’s founder 
and general manager, said it was 
launched in 2015, when a two-day 
event attracted 60,000 people. Sec
ond Hand Rose and rock singer
songwriters Zheng Jun and Xu Wei 
were among the performers.

“The location of the festival is a 
big draw for tourists, as it features 
an open view of the Yangtze River” 
Li said, adding that the pandemic 
meant the event had to be canceled 
in 2021 and last year.

Li said the festival is mainly 
attended bj' fans from Shanghai 
and cities in Zhejiang, Anhui and 
Shandong provinces.

“This year, China’s performing 
arts market will be dominated by 
outdoor music festivals, which is a 
good sign for the music industry. 
We also look forward to the 
appearance of foreign artists,” Li 
added.

In addition to outdoor music fes
tivals, large-scale concerts will be 
staged nationwide this year, led by 
artists such as pop icon Jay Chou, 
pop-rock band Mayday, and pop 
stars Li Yuchun, Zhang Jie and Xue 
Zhiqian.

Last month, the Ministry of Cul
ture and Tourism announced the 
resumption of approval for artists 
from Hong Kong, Macao and Tai
wan applying to perform on the 
Chinese mainland.

More than 10 of these artists 
have announced plans to hold 
large-scale concerts on the main
land this year, the China Associa
tion of Performing Arts said.

Before the pandemic emerged, 
China’s performing arts market 
attracted many artists from home 
and abroad. For example, Taiwan 
pop-rock band Mayday staged con
certs at the National Stadium, also 
known as the Bird’s Nest, in Beijing 
every summer, starting in 2012. 
These shows usually sold out with
in minutes of tickets becoming 
available.

After a long break due to the pan
demic, the nation’s performing arts 
market is recovering. Data from 
online platform Damai show that 
tickets for more than 1,000 live 
music perfonuances are on sale.

Tickets for pop singer-songwrit
er Li Ronghao’s concerts in Nan
jing on March 25, Wuhan on April 
1, and Zhengzhou, capital of Henan 
province, on April 22, sold out 
within minutes.

“The tickets for these three stops, 
involving a total of 80,000 people, 
sold out,” Li said on his Sina Weibo 
account on Feb 21, expressing grati
tude to his fans.

Singer-songwriter Xiaojuan and 
her band Xiaojuan and Residents 
from the Valley are due to tour the 
country next month and in May, 
visiting 12 cities, including Chong
qing, Changsha, capital of Hunan 
province, and Zhuhai, Guangdong. 

Xiaojuan said: “We tried to con
nect with our fens by giving online 
performances when we couldn’t 
tour due to the pandemic. Now, we 
are very happy to return to theaters 
to perform for our audiences.”

On Feb 23, Jay Chou announced 
he would perform at three concerts 
in Haikou from June 30 to July 2. 
Although tickets have yet to go on 
sale, fans from around the country 
have started booking flights and 
hotels.

Data from travel portal Qunar 
show that from 6 pm on Feb 23 to 
noon on Feb 24, searches for flights 
to Haikou almost doubled on the 
platform, while those for hotel 
rooms in the city rose twofold.
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n 2011, Zeng Kai, from Linfen 
city, Shanxi province, attended 
one of the best outdoor rock 
festivals he had ever wit

nessed.
At the Midi Music Festival in 

Haidian Park, Beijing, he saw sever
al of his favorite bands in action, 
including Miserable Faith, Escape 
Plan and Reflector. He also became 
a fen of groups he had never expect
ed to like.

“I watched bands I’d never heard 
of, but they realty rocked that day,” 
said the 32-year-old, who works for 
a company in the mining industry in 
Taiyuan, the Shanxi provincial capi
tal.

“I went to tiie music festival with 
my classmates in 2011, when we 
were studying at Taiyuan University 
of Technology. It was one of the best 
trips I’d ever had,” Zeng said.

However, for the past three years, 
Zeng and many other fens had to 
contend with a lack of these events 
due to tiie COVID-19 pandemic, 
which forced numerous performan
ces, both indoors and outdoors, to 
be canceled.

Since China optimized its COVID- 
19 policies at tiie end of last year, a 
number of organizers have 
announced the return of outdoor 
music festivals, with lineups being 
booked, dates set, and tickets 
already selling out.

“I am already making plans to 
travel to some festivals, and I’m ask
ing my friends if they want to join 
me. I cannot wait to see my favorite 
artists and be surprised by acts that 
are unfamiliar to me,” Zeng said.

Several music festivals will be 
held nationwide in the second quar
ter of this year, tiie China Associa
tion of Performing Arts said. In 
addition to major holidays, the 
events will be staged during week
ends to meet demand from fans.

Zeng plans to make an early start 
by attending the Midi Music Festival 
in Evergreen Park, Haikou, Hainan 
province, from March 17-19.

Featuring more than 40 artists 
and bands, the festival will include 
rock singer-songwriter Xu Wei, rock 
band Tang Dynasty and young 
groups who rose to fame in recent 
years, such as Jiulian Zhenren and 
Hyper Slash.

Shan Wei, the festival’s director, 
said: “During the past three years, 
the Midi Music Festival, which is 
held annually at venues across the 
countiy, had to be repeatedly can
celed and rescheduled due to COV
ID-19. Now, we are finally able to 
stage the event in Haikou, which is a 
beautiful city. We are also celebrat
ing the 30th anniversary of the Midi 
Music School.

“It will be tiie first Midi Music Fes
tival of 2023, and we will tour from 
south to north, as tiie weather is 
already warm in the south.”

Shan estimated that 15,000 to 
20,000 people wall attend the festi
val each day.

Fans eager to see stars back in action at events across the country after the 
introduction of optimized COVID-19 measures

We will refocus on 
our music by 
performing at outdoor 
festivals, on tours and 
by working on new 
songs this year. Lots 
of exciting things will 
be happening at the 
same time.”r /

Fans attend the Yangtze River Music Festival in Zhenjiang, Jiangsu province, in October 2019. li lewei / for china daily
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Auditorium filled
In 2000, the first Midi Music Fes

tival was held at the Midi Music 
School in Beijing, China’s first con
temporary music school, which was 
founded in 1993. Although the 
bands appearing at the event were 
relatively unknown, their perform
ances on the first two days of Maj' 
2000 attracted about 2,000 fans, 
w'ho filled the 500-seat auditorium 
and spilled out into public areas out
side.

The festival has since been staged 
more than 40 times. Venues include 
Beijing, Shanghai, Suzhou, Jiangsu 
province, Chengdu, capital of Sich
uan province, and Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province. The event has 
propelled many bands to fame, and 
nearly all the country’s rock stars 
have performed at it, including 
musician Cui Jian and Tang Dynas
ty, one of the nation’s first heavy 
metal bands.

Shan said tickets sold fest after 
the Haikou festival was announced. 
The event will include a night devot
ed to Miserable Faith, one of China’s 
most popular rock bands, w'hose 
members mostly graduated from 
the Midi Music School, including 
lead vocalist and songwriter Gao 
Hu, who graduated from the school 
in 1997 and founded the band two 
years later.

“At a Midi Music Festival, fans 
enjoy the diversity of music. We 
have helped rock stars establish 
themselves, and more important, 
we have introduced new bands,” 
Shan added.

In 2021, Miserable Faith 
announced The Artists’ Support 
Project, a plan to support independ
ent musicians who took a financial 
hit from COVID-19. The band staged 
live performances during tiie pan-
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Pieter W ezeman,
senior researcher with the
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute

instability and insecurity. The 
resumption of diplomatic relations 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia 
offers a glimmer of hope that peace
ful solutions can be found to even 
the most intractable conflicts. 

However, the road ahead 
requires continued rapprochement 
and peace efforts, and much will 
depend on the ability of both Iran 
and Saudi Arabia to honor their 
commitments and work toward 
regional peace. Despite the numer
ous challenges that lie ahead, this 
significant diplomatic break
through provides a ray of hope that 
peaceful resolutions can be 

achieved even in the most persist
ent and entrenched disputes. 

To preserve the integrity of this 
momentous accord, it is incumbent 
upon the international community 
to extend its support and ward off 
any political gamesmanship or extra
neous meddling. The international 
community must also play a role in 
supporting this process, including 
the US, which lias long been involved 
in negative politics of die region. 

This development underscores 
the importance of diplomacy in 
addressing conflicts, and the poten
tial of neutral parties such as China 
to facilitate resolution of long
standing issues in the Middle East. 
The successful mediation by China 

demonstrates the capacity of a 
mediator to bring rival parties 
together and highlights the value of 
diplomacy as an effective instru
ment for conflict resolution. 

Besides mediating between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia, China has pro
vided diplomatic support to the 
Syrian government and has been 
involved in the country’s recon
struction. In Yemen, China has 
sought to remain neutral, advocat
ing for an end to the conflict and 
providing humanitarian aid to 
those affected by the war. 

The expansion of China’s eco
nomic and political reach far 
beyond its borders has again 
proved beneficial for regional and

should reconsider their militant 
approach and contribute positively 
to peace and development by car
ing for others’ sovereignty, security 
and economic benefits. 

The dynamic nature of China’s 
role in the Middle East and its global 
pursuits is ever evolving. Its practical 
and noninterventionist methodolo
gy, effective thus far, may still have to 
navigate die intricate political terrain 
of the Middle East One undeniable 
fact, however, is that China’s contri
bution to stability and development 
in the Middle East and other realms 
will undoubtedly shape its role in the 
region and beyond.
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ByCHENWEIHUA in Brussels
chenweihua@chinadaily.com.cn

remain low due to trade sanctions 
on Russia and increasing pressure 
from the US and its allies not to buy 
Russian arms,” he said.

The report showed that Ukraine, 
once a very small buyer, became the 
world’s third-largest arms importer 
in 2022, trailing Qatar and India.

It revealed that arms imports by 
East Asian states grew by 21 percent 
between 2013-17 and 2018-22. Japan 
increased its imports by 171 percent 
during those periods, while South 
Korea expanded its arms imports by 
61 percent and Australia by 23 per
cent. China’s aims imports rose by 
4.1 percent.

In a Feb 23 article by The Inter
cept, a nonprofit news organization, 
Nick Turse, a fellow at The Nation 
Institute, criticized the US govern
ment for its arms exports.

“America’s weapons consistently 
stoke conflicts around the world,” he 
wrote, citing a 2018 study by the 
Stimson Center, which found that 
the US had delivered arms to 27 of 
34 countries at war in 2016.

The writer is Peshawar-based Secre
tary-General of the Pakistan China 
Friendship Association. The views
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

international development, with 
many looking forward to its leading 
role in a global community with a 
shared future. This is already 
shown by its people-centered and 
livelihood-oriented projects under 
the Belt and Road Initiative. 

It is imperative that the interna
tional community, including other 
global players, recognize and 
endorse the utility of diplomatic 
channels and aid in efforts toward 
establishing a more peaceful Mid
dle East.

Instead of being constantly wary 
of China’s rise and attempting to 
contain its influence through meas
ures such as trade tariffs and mili
tary alliances, die US and its allies 

China’s unswerving commit
ment to high-level opening-up is 
“very welcome” as rising geoeco- 
nomic fragmentation is threaten
ing global growth, said a senior 
official of the International Mone
tary Fund.

Krishna Srinivasan, director of 
the Asia and Pacific Department of 
the IMF, told China Daily that ris
ing geopolitical tensions in recent 
years have raised the risk that frag
mentation pressures could add to 
global headwinds and cause a slow
down in trade and foreign direct 
investment flows.

In particularly, IMF estimates 
showed that the Asia-Pacific region 
could suffer significantly in a severe 
fragmentation scenario, with medi
um-term output losses of over 3 
percent of GDP, Srinivasan said. 

“In this context, China’s ambi
tion of high-quality opening-up 
that focuses on increasing trade 
and attracting foreign direct invest
ment flows is very welcome,” he 
said, adding that the country lias 
played a key role in the develop-

A 2022 analysis by the Quincy 
Institute for Responsible Statecraft, 
a US think tank, found that roughly 
two-thirds of current conflicts, or 34 
out of 46, involve one or more par
ties armed by the US.

Tirse said there has been a clear 
association in recent years between 
US-made weapons and human 
rights abuses in some countries, and 
the spread of arms to terrorist 
groups like the Islamic State and 
criminal gangs in Central America. 

A nationwide poll last year by the 
University of Maryland found bipar
tisan support for more oversight of 
US arms exports. About 60 percent of 
Democrats, 61 percent of independ
ents and 56 percent of Republicans 
said they want US arms sales of more 
than $14 million to be approved by a 
congressional majority.

ment toward support for house
holds, Srinivasan said.

Advisable specific measures 
include short-term labor tax relief 
— such as temporary cuts in wage 
earners’ social protection contribu
tions — or well-targeted direct 
transfers to vulnerable households, 
he said.

In the medium term, a systemat
ic strengthening of the social pro
tection system can help reduce 
precautionary savings and boost 
consumption, Srinivasan said, add
ing there is scope for China to 
increase unemployment benefits 
and medical insurance benefits 
compared with other countries at 
similar or higher per capita income 
levels.

He said reforms in the real estate 
sector will also be helpful, such as 
increasing the quantity and quality 
of affordable public and rental 
housing.

Earlier this month, Srinivasan 
called for stronger action from the 
central government to prevent 
property sector stress from dealing 
a big blow to the macroeconomy. 
He issued the call during the One- 
on-One Global Dialogue, a webinar 
on regional economic outlook orga
nized by the International Finance 
Forum.

The first two months of the year 
saw property sales stabilizing 
somewhat but remaining around 
one-third below the three-year 
average, underlining the need for 
Chinese policymakers to make 
further efforts to protect home
buyers and pave the way for an 
orderly restructuring of develop
ers, Srinivasan said.

ByZHOULANXU
zhoulanxu@chinadaily.com.cn

The actress also used her speech 
to honor her 84-year-old mother, 
Janet Yeoh. “I have to dedicate this 
to my mom and all the moms in the 
world because they are really the 
superheroes, and without them 
none of us would be here tonight,” 
she said.

After carving a niche for herself 
in kung fu cinema in Hong Kong, 
Yeoh made her Hollywood debut in 
the 1997 James Bond movie Tomor
row Neuer Dies. She gained interna
tional recognition for her role as a 
swordswoman in Ang Lee’s iconic 
film, CrouchingTiger, HiddenDrag- 
on, which won three Oscars in 
2001.

Yeoh has been heavily in 
demand since her role as a control-

Michelle Yeoh poses with her best actress award on Sunday at the 
Governors Ball in Ray Dolby Ballroom after the Oscars in Los Angeles, 
California, the United States, sun fei / xinhua

ling matriarch in Crazy Rich 
Asians (2018). She has become 
one of the most influential stars 
of Chinese descent globally, said 
Sha Dan, a veteran critic and 
curator of the Beijing Interna
tional Film Festival.

Calling the actress “a female 
Jackie Chan”, Sha said that Yeoh 
is the film industry’s darling for 
not only her jaw-dropping stunts 
in action blockbusters, but also 
her multifaceted performance in 
artistic works such as Memoirs of 
a Geisha and The Children of 
Huang Shi.

Everything Everywhere All at 
Once seems to be specifically 
crafted for Yeoh because the mov
ie reflects her decades-long 
efforts to raise the cultural signif
icance of Asian-themed films

Report on Monday, which set this 
year’s projected target of GDP 
growth at around 5 percent.

As a vital engine of global 
growth, China’s economy is fore
cast by the IMF to grow by 5.2 per
cent this year and provide “a 
welcome boost” to the world econo
my by contributing around one- 
third of global growth in 2023, 
Srinivasan said.

Going forward, ensuring high- 
quality growth that is balanced, 
inclusive and green will require 
concerted reforms in China, 
including expanding domestic 
demand and shifting the composi
tion of demand away from invest
ment and toward consumption, 
Srinivasan said.

The Government Work Report 
said efforts are required to give pri
ority to the recovery and expansion 
of consumption, underlining that 
the incomes of urban and rural res
idents should be boosted through 
multiple channels.

Fiscal policy can play a key role in 
rebalancing demand toward con
sumption as there remains scope 
for China to shift fiscal expenditure 
away from infrastructure invest-

The United States has benefited 
from the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
and other regional tensions by 
boosting its arms sales around the 
world, while Russia’s arms exports 
plunged, according to the latest 
report by the Stockholm Interna
tional Peace Research Institute.

The US share of global arms 
exports jumped from 33 percent 
during 2013-17 to 40 percent in 2018- 
22, while Russia’s share declined 
from 22 percent to 16 percent dur
ing those periods. The two countries 
have long been the world’s top two 
arms exporters.

European countries increased their 
arms imports by 47 percent from 
2013-17 to 2018-22, while the overall 
global level of international arms 
transfers decreased by 5.1 percent.

Imports have also increased due 
to increased military spending by 
European states, including Poland 
and Norway, and the rate of imports 
is expected to accelerate further, the 
report said.

The research institute’s report, 
which was released on Monday, said 
that arms imports fell 40 percent in 
Africa, 21 percent in the Americas, 
8.8 percent in the Middle East and 
75 percent in Asia and Oceania. But 
imports in East Asia rose.

“Even as arms transfers have 
declined globally, those to Europe 
have risen sharply due to the ten
sions between Russia and most oth
er European states,” said Pieter 
Wezeman, senior researcher with 
the research institute’s Arms 'Rans
fers Programme.

European countries want to 
import more arms quickly following 
the Russia-Ukraine crisis, while 
strategic competition has also 
helped arms sales, he said, citing 
growing amis imports in East Asia 
and the Middle East

France, the world’s third-largest 
arms exporter, expanded its share 
from 71 percent in 2013-17 to 11 per
cent in 2018-22.

Russia’s arms exports fell in eight 
of its 10 biggest markets during 
those periods. Its arms exports to its 
largest client, India, declined by 37 
percent, but its exports to Egypt 
increased by 44 percent.

Siemon Wezeman, another senior 
researcher with the institute’s Arms 
Transfers Programme, said Russia’s 
conflict with Ukraine will further 
limit its arms exports.

“This is because Russia will prior
itize supply of its armed forces, and 
demand from other states will 

ment of regional and global value 
chains.

“Strong domestic policies and a 
focus on international collabora
tion can help achieve these goals,” 
he said, adding that accelerating 
reforms to strengthen the real 
economy will be important for Chi
na to attract foreign investment.

Priorities include reforms to 
ensure competitive neutrality 
between private companies and 
State-owned enterprises, a further 
opening-up of domestic markets, a 
greater reliance on market forces 
and tackling local protectionism, 
he said.

Srinivasan’s remarks follow Chi
na’s reiteration of its resolve to fur
ther open up its economy. 
Stressing that the country will 
open itself wider to the rest of the 
world, Premier Li Qiang said Chi
na will align with high-standard 
international economic and trade 
rules this year. He met reporters 
on Monday after the closing of the 
first session of the 14th National 
People’s Congress, the country’s 
top legislature.

NPC deputies voted to pass a res
olution on the Government Work

J;T?

enjoys a great reputation in the Chi
nese movie industry. Her feme is not 
only because of her acting skills, but 
also her humble and friendly per
sonality?’ he said.

Shen had the opportunity to 
meet the actress again in 2002 
when her film, The Touch, won the 
best co-production title at the 8th 
Huabiao Awards, the annual 
awards ceremony for Chinese cin
ema in Beijing.

“Yeoh said her father taught her 
from a young age, ‘You are of Chi
nese descent. China is your ances
tral land.’ So, she felt proud to 
receive an award in China and be 
recognized by the country. Despite 
her Mandarin not being very good, 
you can see her trying to speak the 
language on a lot of occasions,” 
Shen said.

worldwide, Sha added.
Yeoh’s historic win has caused a 

stir among her Chinese fans, with 
the news hashtag garnering over 
430 million views on the popular 
microblogging platform Sina Weibo 
in just three hours.

Netizens said they were inspired 
by the hardworking actress’ battle 
to rise to the top in the global film 
industry. Many called her a role 
model for demonstrating how a 
woman’s ambitions is not limited 
by age.

Jonathan Shen, a veteran film
maker and producer of the TV show 
World Film Report, recalled the 
first time he and his team inter
viewed Yeoh, after Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon won three Oscars in 
2001.

“She is a charming star who

1

Migrants trying to 
cross the Paso del Nor
te International Bridge, 
which links Ciudad 
Juarez in Mexico to El 
Paso in Texas, south
ern United States, are 
stopped by the Mexi
can National Guard on 
Sunday. Hundreds of 
people tried to storm 
the Mexico-US border 
after a rumor spread 
that migrants would 
be allowed to cross 
into the US and seek 
asylum. 
JOSE LUIS GONZALEZ/ REUTERS
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Even as arms transfers 
have declined globally, 
those to Europe have 
risen sharply due to 
the tensions between 
Russia and most other 
European states.”

The expansion of 
China’s economic 
and political reach 
far beyond its bor
ders has again 
proved beneficial 
for regional and 
international 
development, with 
many looking for
ward to its leading 
role in a global 
community.
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The third is reform. We need to 
deepen reform in the rural sector to 
provide drivers to rural vitalization.

The central government will fully, 
faithfully and resolutely implement 
the principle of “one country, two sys
tems” and fully support Hong Kong 
and Macao in integrating themselves 
into the overall development of the 
country, developing their economies 
and improving people’s livelihoods, 
and further enhancing their interna
tional competitiveness.

With the strong backing of the 
country and the institutional guar
antee of the “one country, two sys
tems” principle, die roles and status 
of both cities wall not be weakened, 
and both cities will have an even 
brighter future.

At his first news conference aft
er assuming the position, Premier 
Li Qiang outlined policies in major 
areas of the new government. Here 
are some of the highlights.

National legislators vowed to bet
ter heed the call of the people and 
address their concerns after being 
inspired by the speech delivered by 
President Xi Jinping at the closing 
meeting of the first session of the 
14th National People’s Congress on 
Monday.

Xi mentioned “people” many 
times in his speech, which shows 
that he always puts their interests 
first, and he has made addressing 
their concerns the top priority for 
die new central leadership, said Li 
Yanfeng, an NPC deputy from the 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
region and curator of a local library. 

“As an NPC deputy, I will attach

The State Council must take the 
lead in meeting the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee’s 
requirement to promote research 
and studies, Premier Li Qiang said 
on Monday, calling for government 
officials to step out of their offices 
and interact more at the grassroots. 

This is one of the four priorities 
Li laid out for the new government 
to improve its capacity at a news 
conference following the conclu
sion of tiie first session of the 14th 
National People’s Congress, during 
which he was endorsed as premier. 

When reaching out to the peo
ple, one will likely discover solu
tions for their work problems that 
they cannot find sitting in their 
offices, according to Li. “The 
brightest minds are among the 
people,” he said.

The government will encourage 
officials at all levels to engage more 
with local communities to seek the 
people’s opinions, get to know 
about their needs, learn from them 
and help them solve their practical 
problems, the premier said.

The government will also make 
concrete efforts to promote law
based administration, Li said.

Stressing that the government 

Xi said the people’s trust is the 
biggest motivation that drives him 
to march on and shoulder a great 
responsibility.

“I will faithfully fulfill my respon
sibilities bestowed by the Constitu
tion, with the nation’s needs as my 
mission and the people’s interests 
my yardstick.”

Xi’s words are from the bottom of 
his heart because he is truly devoted 
to the people and making China 
prosper, said Liu Rui, an NPC depu
ty from Zhejiang province and head 
of the Yangtze Delta Region Insti
tute of Tsinghua University’s Insti
tute of Ecological Environment.

“Xi said it’s his third term as the 
Chinese president, and he won’t let 
the people down. And I believe not 
letting people down should be the 
goal of all NPC deputies, who bear 
greater responsibilities,” Liu said.

John Lee Ka-chiu, chief executive 
of the Hong Kong Special Adminis

greater importance to listening to 
people’s voices and helping them 
solve their problems during my term,” 
said Li, a member of the Zhuang eth
nic group.

Joya Ballet, an NPC deputy from 
the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region and staff member at the Altay 
Prefecture Culture Museum, vowed 
to take on more responsibility and 
not let the people down.

“As President Xi said, it’s up to our 
generation to make the country 
stronger and pursue the rejuvena
tion of the Chinese nation,” said 
Joya, a member of the Kazak ethnic 
group. “I will carry out more 
research at the grassroots level dur
ing my term, so I can learn about 
people’s needs and ensure that they 
can be properly addressed.”

must act within the confines of the 
law, the premier said the country 
will continue to promote the build
ing of a law-based government, 
and that civil servants should 
strengthen their capacity to use 
law-based thinking and methods 
to solve problems.

The third priority for the govern
ment is to explore innovative ways 
to perform its duties, according to 
tiie premier, who expressed firm 
opposition to “pointless formality 
and bureaucratism in all forms”.

Governments and civil servants 
at all levels should be more crea
tive in exercising their authority, 
especially in tiie field of approval 
and regulation, Li said. Instead of 
simply “slamming on the brake” 
and “setting up roadblocks” they 
should also “liit the accelerator” 
and “put up road signs” he said.

The premier also stressed that 
tiie new government will firmly 
uphold the principle of integrity by 
“applying stringent standards and 
requirements in building a clean 
government and taking a ‘zero-tol
erance’ attitude to all acts of cor
ruption”

All government officials must 
subject themselves to supervision 
to truly meet the requirements of 
being loyal, upright and responsi
ble, Li said.

By WANG QINGYUN
wangqingyun@chinadailyjxm.cn

By CUI JIA
cuijia@chinadailyjxm.cn

trative Region, said it’s “very encour
aging” to hear Xi stressing the need 
to fully, faithfully and resolutely 
implement the policy of “one coun
try, two systems” in his speech and 
emphasizing the importance of sup
porting the Hong Kong and Macao 
SARs in growing their economies, 
improving their people’s lives, and 
better integrating themselves into 
the country’s overall development. 

“Hong Kong is an inseparable part 
of China. It has witnessed the 
progress made in the rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation while taking part 
and making contributions in achiev
ing the goal,” Lee said in a statement. 

He added that by successfully 
holding the first session of tiie 14th 
NPC and the first session of the 14th 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference, people are more confident 
and better motivated in the new era 
of the country’s development.

plans for different scenarios. We 
have also strengthened medical and 
healthcare systems and will acceler
ate the creation of new drugs and 
vaccines.

The nation will continue to 
engage in communication and 
cooperation with the international 
community to protect tiie health 
and well-being of humanity

China will embrace a talent divi
dend to boost economic develop
ment, while the implementation of 
the employment-first policy 
remains one of the government’s 
top priorities to stabilize the job 
market, said Premier Li Qiang.

Li said at a news conference on 
Monday in Beijing that employ
ment is the foundation of people’s 
livelihoods, and the fundamental 
method to increase employment is 
by boosting the economy.

On March 5, the newly delivered 
Government Work Report set the 
year’s target to create 12 million 
new jobs in urban areas.

The domestic job market was 
stable last year although a slight 
fluctuation was registered due to 
the COVID-19 epidemic, with about 
12.06 million people landing jobs in 
urban areas, outnumbering the 
year’s target of 11 million, according 
to the Ministry of Human Resour
ces and Social Security.

To further expand employment, 
Li stressed that tiie nation will con
tinue comprehensively implement
ing the employment-first policy 
with more supportive policies on 
employment services and skills 
training this year.

New forms of employment like 
flexible employment will be part 
of the greater support from tiie 
government this year, while it will 
be managed with stricter regula
tion and standards in a bid to 
achieve healthier development. So 
far, the nation has one-seventh of 
its population — roughly 200 mil
lion people — with flexible jobs, 
according to the human resources

and social security ministry.
The premier introduced China’s 

comprehensive measures to 
address concerns about the 
employment of new college gradu
ates, whose population grew to a 
record high of 11.58 million this 
year, a rise of820,000 from last year. 

He said that although tiie large 
number of college graduates will 
put pressure on the job market, 
they will also inject vitality into 
society. “So we will make efforts to 
support and help young people to 
realize their personal value in their 
work,” he stressed.

He also pointed out that it’s 
improper to make a simple judg
ment that the nation is losing the 
demographic dividend simply 
because of tiie negative growth of 
tiie nation’s population last year. 

“When assessing tiie demo
graphic dividend, we shall not just 
look at the sheer size of the popula
tion but also look at the scale of 
high-caliber workforce,” he said.

‘We have so far nearly 900 mil
lion people of working age and an 
average of 15 million new people 
entering the job market every year. 
We still have rich human resour
ces,” he noted.

More than 240 million people 
have received higher education and 
the annually increasing labor force 
has an average of about 14 years of 
schooling, he said. “Thus, we 
haven’t lost the demographic divi
dend while embracing a growing 
‘talent dividend’. We still have strong 
and robust drivers of development” 

He added that the nation will 
conduct further research on social 
problems brought by demographic 
changes and develop solutions to 
address them.

Deputies prepare to vote on a draft at the closing meeting of the first plenary session of the 14th National People's Congress in Beijing on 
Monday. The session concluded on the day. feng yongbin / china daily

Rural vitalization
The country’s rural vitalization 

drive will focus on the ecological, 
social and cultural aspects of the 
countryside apart from promoting 
economic growth, and we will roll 
out more incentives to support 
grain growing and consolidate food 
security for China’s 1.4 billion peo
ple.

China is a major agricultural 
country with 500 million people 
residing in the countryside, and the 
socialist modernization will not be 
complete without rural vitalization. 

In promoting rural vitalization, 
the government will focus on three 
key points.

The first is comprehensive devel
opment, because rural totalization is 
not just about economic growth. It’s 
also important to highlight the eco
nomic, ecological, social and cultur
al values of the countryside.

The second is distinctive feature. 
China is avast country with cultures 
and customs that vary from village 
to tillage, even though they may be 
just miles apart. It is important to 
preserve the local rural culture and 
avoid a situation in which all villa
ges look the same.

Prosperity of Hong Kong 
and Macao

The central government has always 
attached high importance to helping 
the two special administrative regions 
leverage their unique strengths. Since 
their return to the motherland, with 
the support of the motherland, Hong 
Kong’s status as a global financial, 
shipping and trading center has been 
strengthened, and Macao has also 
built itself into a world-renowned 
tourism and leisure center.

It is true that Hong Kong and 
Macao have encountered some diffi
culties in recent years for various 
reasons, but these difficulties were 
temporary and arose in the course 
of development

Xu Shixiao (left), an Olympic gold medalist in canoeing who also 
serves as a deputy to the 14th National People’s Congress, meets 
Sohail Khan, deputy secretary-general of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization, after the conclusion of the congress session on Mon
day. Xu was joined by fellow Olympic champions Zhang Yufei 
(swimming, center) and Ren Ziwei (short-track speedskating, right). 
ZOU HONG/CHINA DAILY

Food security
Overall food security in China is 

guaranteed, with grain output hav
ing remained above 650 million 
metric tons for eight consecutive 
years.

Going forward, China will work to 
beef up grain production capacity 
by focusing on two key factors — 
arable land and seeds.

I want to let our former friends 
know that the government policy in 
support of grain production will 
only increase, not decrease.

We encourage formers to produce 
more grain to make sure that the 
rice bowls of our 1.4 billion people 
will always be firmly held in our 
own hands.
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Cross-Straits relations
The immediate restoration of nor

mal exchanges between the Chinese 
mainland and Taiwan is the shared 
aspiration of both sides and requires 
joint efforts.

Chinese on both sides of the Tai
wan Straits are members of one and 
the same family. We share an 
unbreakable bond of blood and kin
ship. The Chinese mainland will 
continue to promote economic and 
cultural exchanges and cooperation 
across the Taiwan Straits on the 
basis of the one-China principle and 
the 1992 Consensus.

We also encourage more Taiwan 
compatriots and businesses to come 
to the mainland. We hope they will 
not just be willing to come to the 
mainland but also be able to inte
grate into the local communities 
and achieve better development.

By CHENG SI
chengsi@chinadaily.com.cn
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Leader’s remarks at closing of first 
session of 14th NPC focus on trust

Epidemic control
China put people and their lives 

first as it battled the disease over the 
past three years. The country has 
formulated targeted, scientific virus 
control measures and made timely 
adjustments in light of changing 
epidemic conditions.

During the early stages of the epi
demic, when the virus was more 
deadly, we adopted resolute and rig
orous control measures, which pro
tected people’s lives and bought 
valuable time for the development 
of vaccines and drugs, and launched 
mass vaccination campaigns.

Once the virus’ pathogenicity 
diminished and the nation’s vims 
control capacity improved, we opti
mized its disease containment strat
egies and downgraded its 
management of the disease from 
Class A to B.

China is a country with a large 
population and unbalanced devel
opment. It took less than two 
months for it to achieve a smooth 
transition in its response to the dis
ease and to restore normal socioeco
nomic order. It is indeed a 
remarkable achievement.

China’s COVID-19 strategy is com
pletely right, and its response highly 
effective.

We will continue to track and 
study the evolving pandemic situa
tion, and we have made contingency
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Officials called upon to 
listen to public needs
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Whole-process democracy drives two sessions
Annual gatherings provide forum for discussion and pooling of national legislators’ and advisers’ wisdom.
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Number of migrant workers taking part in NPC continues to grow
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els, 2.62 million at the county and 
township levels were directly elected 
by the country’s more than 1 billion 
voters.

By LI LEI
lilei@chinadaily.cmn.cn

At a consultation early this year in 
a community in Hengshui, a city in 
North China’s Hebei province, resi
dents raised such problems as leaks 
in the roofs of storage rooms and a 
lack of fitness facilities.

“Such things may seem trivial, but 
they are related to people’s sense of 
happiness,” said Wang Lansuo, a 
retired worker. “Here everyone 
speaks openly to resolve the issues 
through discussion.”
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that China had 295.62 million 
migrant workers last year, a rise of 
1.1 percent from a year earlier. A list 
of names of deputies to the 14th 
NPC, released by Xinhua News 
Agency on Feb 24, shows that this 
year 56 of them are migrant work
ers. The number was just three in 
2018, when members of the group 
were first elected to the NPC.

Zou Bin, an award-winning brick
layer from a rural area of Hunan 
province, was elected as a deputy to 
the 13th NPC in 2018. He was ree
lected last month for another five- 
year term.

He said that he was pleased to see 
the change as it means that more 
people are speaking up for the 
group, and he noted that it is part of

Fresh data show that a growing 
number of rural migrant workers 
have been elected as deputies to the 
National People’s Congress, the 
country’s top legislature.

Drawing on their personal experi
ences, the national legislators have 
joined the annual two sessions — the 
meetings of the NPC and the Nation
al Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, 
the top political advisory body — to 
voice their desire for more vocation
al training opportunities and socie
tal respect for their fellow workers. 

The data, released by the National 
Bureau of Statistics on Feb 28, show 
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members from environmental and 
resource-related circles. The move 
will give full play to the CPPCC’s role 
as a specialized consultative body, 
and is conducive to strengthening 
democratic oversight and advancing 
ecological conservation.

Setting up the new' group is “a 
robust measure to advance the mod
ernization of harmony between 
humanity and nature, which is one 
of the five features of Chinese mod
ernization” said Pan Biling, a nation
al political adviser and president of 
Xiangtan University in Hunan.

The handling of suggestions and 
proposals made by national law
makers and political advisers 
embodies the effectiveness of Chi
na’s democracy. Last year, offices 
and departments at the State Coun
cil, China’s Cabinet, handled 8,721 
suggestions from NPC deputies and 
5,865 proposals submitted by 
CPPCC National Committee mem
bers, accounting for 94.8 percent 
and 95 percent of the total number 
of suggestions and proposals, 
respectively.

Meanwhile, dynamic and prag
matic consultations in various forms 
at the grassroots level contribute to 
good governance.

China’s “whole-process people’s 
democracy’:

During Zou’s first five years as a 
lawmaker, the 28-year-old made a 
slew of suggestions while attending 
the two sessions.

One of his best-known proposals 
was that skills-based training should 
be strengthened for migrant work
ers, especially for younger people 
such as himself.

The suggestions were the main 
driver of a government guideline 
that was published in 2021 by the 
employment authorities, which stip
ulated that training of industrial 
workers must be improved

“I want to encourage young work
ers by my example, and I hope to 
lead them onto the road of serving 

Ona sunny spring day last month, 
villagers and officials in Chitang vil
lage, Taojiang county, Central Chi
na’s Hunan province, gathered in a 
tidy courtyard. The topic of discus
sion was how to further expand the 
market for the tillage’s main prod
ucts — tea-seed oil and bamboo.

Gao Ya, secretary of the Commu
nist Party of China branch in Chi
tang, listened carefully and noted 
the villagers’ ideas. Earlier this 
month, she took their opinions to 
Beijing, about 1,300 km away, for the 
annual two sessions.

The recently concluded first ses
sions of the 14th National People’s 
Congress and the 14th National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference 
offer a window into China’s w'hole- 
process people’s democracy, which 
involves a population of over 1.4 bil
lion from 56 ethnic groups.

At the annual gatherings, over 
5,000 national legislators and politi
cal advisers — ranging from farmers 
to State leaders — sit together in the 
Great Hall of the People in the heart 
of Beijing to deliberate on bills or 
discuss affairs of State, pool their 
wisdom and bring the Chinese peo
ple together to forge ahead.

“Whole-process people’s democra
cy is the defining feature of socialist 
democracy — it is democracy in its 
broadest, most genuine and most 
effective form,” President Xi Jinping, 
also general secretary of the CPC 
Central Committee and chairman of 
the Central Military Commission, 
has said.

Grassroots voices heard
Gao, 33, was elected as an NPC 

deputy in January at the annual ses
sion of the Hunan Provincial Peo
ple’s Congress. Making her debut at 
the national legislature, she submit
ted suggestions on innovating the 
bamboo industry and improving the 
construction of forest roads.

“We will focus on developing our 
special industries to make the villag
ers more prosperous,” she said.

Shen Changjian, an NPC deputy 
from Linli, a county in Hunan, cares 
more about agricultural moderniza
tion. “We need to develop smart 
agriculture and deepen innovation 
in the seed industry:’ the 55-year-old 
vegetable grower told Xinhua.

An amendment to the Legislation 
Law was reviewed at the NPC ses
sion. The draft amendment had 
already twice been deliberated by 
the NPC Standing Committee, opin
ions have been extensively solicited 
and it has been revised many times.

he was put through a grueling train
ing program in China, where he 
learned that the top bricklaying 
masters must have a good command 
of geometry and math to lay out 
complicated patterns.

The experience made him realize 
the importance of skills and the 
training opportunities that his 
father’s generation seldom received. 

“I am known to, and recognized 
by, the public because of the compe
tition. Therefore, as a young law
maker I feel obliged to call for 
attention to their interests,” he said, 
adding that this is an era in which 
everyone can make a difference.

Ma Changzhai said that when she 
became a street sweeper at age 24, 
she felt so embarrassed that she 
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From left: Former migrant worker Yuan Haibo (second left), a deputy to the 13th National People’s Congress, introduces policies to people at a talent market in Kunming, Yunnan province, last month, jiang wenyao 
/ xinhua Yin Haiping (right), a deputy to the 13th NPC, takes sand samples at a beach in Qingdao, Shandong province, last year, wang kai / xinhua NPC deputy Sun Bin (left) discusses issues with a local resident to 
collect suggestions in a village in Huanan county, Heilongjiang province, last month, wang jianwei / xinhua

couldn’t look up from the ground. 
Now, the 39-year-old, who was elect
ed as an NPC deputy last month, 
said she feels a sense of importance 
as an “urban beautician”

“However, being a sanitation 
worker is a laborious task with mod
est pay,” said the cleaner from Shijia
zhuang, capital of Hebei province.

As a result of those factors, it has 
become increasingly difficult to 
maintain a stable team of workers, 
and recruit new members.

Ma suggested that the govern
ment create a National Cleaners’ 
Day as part of efforts to demonstrate 
respect for the group, and to help 
sanitation workers recognize them
selves as working in a trade that is 
“glorious, lofty, grand and beautiful” 

“Only when there is sufficient 
respect for cleaners can the course 
of sanitation work develop healthi
ly,” she said.

Sheng Hong, an NPC deputy and 
Party chief of a residential commu
nity in Shanghai’s Hongqiao subdis
trict, noted that some suggestions 
put forward by her community’s res
idents had been included in the 
draft.

In November, at the legislative 
outreach office set up in Hongqiao 
by the Legislative Affairs Commis
sion of the NPC Standing Commit
tee, 45 suggestions regarding the 
draft amendment to the Legislation 
Law were collected through semi
nars and solicitation of online opin
ion, and were then directly delivered 
to the commission, according to 
Sheng.

“The outreach office acts as a 
direct link between ordinary people 
and China’s top legislature,” Sheng 
said.

In China, the growing participa
tion of ordinaiy people in national 
and local democratic decision-mak
ing is taking place in various forms. 

The people’s congress system — 
China’s fundamental political sys
tem — guarantees that the people 
are the masters of die country, which 
is the essence of socialist democracy. 

Of the 2.77 million new-term dep
uties to people’s congresses at all lev-

our country with their skills,” said 
Zou, a quality inspector at the Fifth 
Bureau of the General Contracting 
Company of China State Construc
tion Engineering Corp, a State- 
owned construction company in 
Hunan.

With both parents working in the 
construction sector, Zou dropped 
out of middle school to help them. In 
time, he became a seasoned con
struction worker.

In 2015, he was selected as a mem
ber of the 32-strong Chinese delega
tion to the 43rd WorldSkills 
Competition held in Sao Paulo, Bra
zil, where the then-19-year-old won a 
medal for excellence in bricklaying, 
China’s first award in the categoiy. 

In the run-up to the competition, 
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Living better lives
Fan Tun, a national legislator and 

chairperson of Shanghai Fushen 
Appraisal and Consulting Group, 
shared two stories about performing 
her duties, which have brought her a 
sense of accomplishment over the 
past five years.

The first was a suggestion con
cerning the platform economy, 
which contributed to the release of 
national anti-monopoly guidelines 
in the platform economy.

The second was that her speech 
during an annual NPC session 
attracted the attention of the govern
ment. It was about a remote moun
tain village in East China’s Anhui 
province, which she had visited 
many times to conduct research.
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Eventually, a concrete road was 
built to connect the village with the 
outside world, fulfilling the desire of 
generations of villagers, who 
improved their living standards by 
developing homestays and the tea 
industry.

Whether democracy is good or not 
depends on whether it ensures peo
ple lead better lives. Whole-process 
people’s democracy ensures that 
development is for the people and by 
the people, and that its fruits are 
shared by the people.

In the past five years, various 
departments at the State Council 
have adopted more than 18,000 sug
gestions and proposals from nation
al lawmakers and political advisers. 

Subsequently, more than 7,800 
policy measures were introduced 
that provided solutions to a large 
number of problems related to 
reform and development, as well as 
people’s urgent needs.

“China’s democracy is definitely 
not a sham, nor an ornament, but a 
truly effective democratic political 
system with Chinese characteris
tics,” said Fan, who has served as an 
NPC deputy for 15 years.

Democratic supervision is an 
important part of whole-process 
people’s democracy.

For example, since 2018, the NPC 
Standing Committee has focused on 
prominent problems in the field of 
ecological and environmental pro
tection, carrying out law'-enforce- 
ment inspections for five 
consecutive years. Last year, 
enforcement inspections of the 
Yangtze River Protection Law' were 
conducted, promoting better protec
tion of China’s longest waterway in 
accordance with the law.

Yang Huifang, a national legisla
tor and a teacher at a preschool spe
cial education center in Quzhou 
county, Hebei, is concerned about 
the mental health of “left-behind” 
seniors and children in rural areas, 
and she hopes that institutionalized 
support for these groups can be pro
vided at the grassroots level.

She believes that China’s moderni
zation improves the overall level, 
and that attention should be paid to 
improving the quality of life among 
vulnerable groups.

Jean Christophe Iseux von Pfet- 
ten, chairman of the Institute for 
East-West Strategic Studies in the 
United Kingdom, once took part in a 
municipal-level CPPCC session as a 
specially invited member in Jilin 
province.

Based on his personal experience, 
he said that China’s democratic 
practice is devoted to solving practi
cal problems.
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Seeking broad consensus
The deputies to the 14th NPC 

make up a broad cross section of 
people, with every region, ethnic 
group and sector of society having 
an appropriate number of repre
sentatives. Of the 2,977 deputies, 497 
are workers and farmers, and the 
number of deputies from the prima
ry level in the total is considerable.

The two sessions reveal much 
about China’s democratic model 
that, compared with the West’s, 
w'eighs tlie representativeness of the 
Chinese people, according to an arti
cle published on the website of 
Canal 6 Television in Mexico.

In China, electoral democracy and 
consultative democracy are 
advanced in a coordinated manner. 
The extensive, multilevel and insti
tutionalized development of con
sultative democracy boasts many 
channels, which can achieve the 
greatest possible convergence of 
interests.

The 14th CPPCC National Com
mittee has set up a new group for

p-1

t I

r

a 'tfc

1

V P
I Ifi

■i i • -y irU?

r s
kA

Liu Xiya, a deputy to the 13th National People's Congress, talks to students at a school in Chongqing last year about the double reduction 
policy, which tackles the excessive amount of homework and extracurricular tutoring many children have faced, huang wei / xinhua
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Advance of science underscored

Shanghai delegates call for more basic research

People’s pledge

Weighting of English in entrance exams debated
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try’s technological advances to end 
the country’s shortage of high-end 
lithography machines — the indis
pensable machinery for producing 
cutting-edge computer chips.

“Basic research is a driving force 
pushing forward human civilization 
and it is the origin of innovation in 
science and technology” said Wang 
Rufang, head of the research office of 
the Central Committee of Jiusan 
Society and a member of the Stand
ing Committee of the Central Com
mittee of Jiusan Society.

“The more we care about innova
tion, the more we should dedicate to 
basic research. This has been proven 
by the world’s research progress in 
quantum physics and DNA at the 
start of the 20 th century,” he said.

Wang noted that in order to pave 
the way for breakthroughs in devel
oping 193-nanometer chips, leading 
US companies including Intel, 
Motorola and major labs joined for
ces to set up an alliance that provid
ed funding and organized hundreds 
of scientists for feasibility research.

weighting of the English test in the 
gaokao from 150 points to 100. The 
total scores for gaokao are 750.

He believes that English takes up 
too much in weighting in thegaokao 
and too much time for students to 
learn, yet it is not useful for many 
people.

A poll conducted by ThePaper.cn 
on changing English from a compul
sory subject to an elective one in 
gaokao on Sina Weibo has more 
than 16,000 netizens agreeing and 
20,000 disagreeing.

It is not the first time lawmakers 
and political advisers have proposed 
to make English less important for 
students during the two sessions.

In 2021, Xu Jin, a member of the 
National Committee of the CPPCC 
and also a member of die Central 
Committee of Jiusan Society, one of

Continued efforts should be made 
to invest more in basic research, 
which serves as the basis for advanc
ing innovation and technology, and 
high-quality economic growth, 
according to the Shanghai delegates 
attending the two sessions in Beijing. 

The sentiments resonate well 
with this year’s Government Work 
Report released just over a week 
ago, which said that expenses for 
China’s basic research have doubled 
in the past five years, serving as a 
major economic growth engine.

The country’s overall investment 
in research and development has 
increased from 2.1 percent to over 
2.5 percent over the past five years. 

Jin Li, a deputy to the National 
People’s Congress and president of 
Fudan University, wrote in his pro
posal submitted this year that the 
overall effectiveness of China’s basic 
research should be improved.

As Jin understands it, China faces 
an insufficiency in basic research,

if we do not understand foreign lan
guages, we cannot fight back.”

Foreign language and translation 
play an important role in interna
tional communication and in today’s 
world, translating China’s voices to 
the world is as important as translat
ing the world’s voices to China, he 
added.

Xiong Bingqi, director of the 21st 
Century Education Research Insti
tute, said the reason for skepticism 
about English education is that the 
exam-oriented English teaching has 
not been effective for Chinese.

Reducing the weighting of 
English in exams won’t solve prob
lems, he said, adding instead more 
autonomy should be given to univer
sities in determining the require
ment for students enrolling in 
different majors. This way, students 
can choose how well they plan to 
study the language based on the 
major, university and career they 
want to pursue, he said.

China’s eight non-Communist politi
cal parties, proposed that English 
should not be a core subject like Chi
nese and math.

However, Dong Hongchuan, a 
member of the CPPCC National 
Committee and president of Sichuan 
International Studies University, 
said proposals on reducing the 
importance of English education 
should be treated carefully, as 
strengthening English education is 
in line with the country to pursue 
high-quality opening-up, building a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind and participating in global 
governance.

“The basic policy of opening-up 
remains unchanged. If we do not 
understand foreign languages, we 
cannot understand the development 
of other countries,” he said in an 
interview with China.org.

“Faced with the provocations of 
Western forces blocking China and 
their rumors tarnishing the country, 

Shanghai International Studies Uni
versity, said language is the carrier of 
knowledge and 90 percent of materi
als about the latest technologies in 
the world are published in English, 
which means one can have access to 
the knowledge if they have good 
English proficiency.

Although there has been criticism 
of English education in China for 
many years, completely denying its 
contribution is also unreasonable. 
Without English education, reform 
and opening-up is unimaginable, he 
said in an interview with Shanghai 
magazine Xinmin Weekly.

According to Sichuan Radio and 
Television, Tuo Qingming, a deputy 
to the National People’s Congress 
and principal of No 2 Middle School 
of Yucheng District in Ya’an, Sichuan 
province, suggested lowering the 

Striding
forward

ByZOUSHUO
zoushuo@chinadaily.com.cn

By CHEN BOWEN in Haikou 
chenbowm@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s future breakthroughs in 
much-needed technological advan
ces such as high-end semiconduc
tors and chips will be underpinned 
by its inputs into research in basic 
science, according to science and 
technology experts among members 
of the 14th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference.

Last month, Xi Jinping, general 
secretary of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee, stressed 
the need to effectively strengthen 
basic research and strengthen the 
foundation of self-reliance and self
improvement in science and tech
nology at the third group study 
session of the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee.

Amid lasting United States’ sanc
tions and coercion in semiconductor 
sectors against China, many Chinese 
officials, experts and researchers 
have urged for speeding up the coun-

with core scientific problems still 
needing to be addressed. Some 
application-oriented basic research 
has not really focused on applica
tion demand, leaving practical prob
lems unsolved. All these have 
resulted in bottleneck problems in 
the integrated circuit and artificial 
intelligence industries.

“High-level research-focused uni
versities should be the major force, 
engine and source of basic research. 
Favorable policies should be direct
ed to teacher evaluation and disci
pline construction to encourage 
researchers to invest more in origi
nal innovation,” he said.

Shanghai should take the lead 
nationwide in advancing basic 
research so that it can truly grow 
into a scientific and technological 
innovation center with global influ
ence, he added.

In October 2021, the Shanghai gov
ernment released a guideline to 
advance the high-quality develop
ment of basic research. By 2025, the 
city’s investment in basic research 
should account for 12 percent of its

“Then lithography machine giant 
ASML in the Netherlands succeeded 
in converting research and studies 
into products. So we can see that 
behind the breakthrough of develop
ing the lithography machine is the 
major breakthrough in basic science 
research and specific areas such as 
mechanics, optics, electronics, auto
mation and software,” he added.

Wang Guilin, deputy director of 
the Guangdong Provincial Commit
tee of Jiusan Society and director of 
Guangzhou Science and Technology 
Bureau, noted that Xi said high- 
quality development is the primary 
task of building a modern socialist 
country in an all-around way, when 
delivering the report of the 20th 
National Congress of the Commu
nist Party of China last year.

“High-quality development 
should be supported and led by sci
ence and technology:’ he said.

As a developing country, to 
achieve its economic takeoff over the 
more than 40 years of its reform and 
opening-up the nation has adopted a 
typical path — achieving break
throughs at three levels one after 
another: In production, technolo
gies and science, he noted.
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By taking this path, China has 
grown to be a major player in manu
facturing in the world, but this path 
is not enough to help the country 
become a major pioneering country 
in manufacturing “because its basic 
science, which lags behind the exist
ing pioneering countries, constitutes 
the bottleneck for achieving this 
major breakthrough” he said. 

‘To deal with this bottleneck, 
achieve high-quality development 
and become a real pioneering coun
try in manufacturing, China has to 
take a reverse path: Effectively 
develop its scientific research, then 
give a push to its technology 
research and development, and then 
its high-end production sections,” he 
added.

Zhang Fulin, a member of the 
Standing Committee of the Central 
Committee of Jiusan Society and 
director of the Political Participation 
Department of the Jiusan Society’s 
Cential Committee, said that China, 
as a responsible major country, will 
surely reinforce basic science 
research to contribute Chinese wis
dom for resolving the shared chal
lenges and problems facing 
humanity.

“Haikou will use these parks’ 
resources, first-class business envi
ronment and efficient gathering of 
productive factors to carry out 
investment promotions targeting 
members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations and 
Regional Comprehensive Econom
ic Partnership,” Ding said.

Haikou is concentrating on the 
creation of an international avia
tion hub to serve die Pacific and the 
Indian oceans. It also has three 
ports — Xiuying Port, South Port 
and Xinhai Port — which connect 
Hainan with the rest of the country. 
Passenger and cargo routes from 
Haikou to airport hubs in RCEP 
and ASEAN member states “are 
gradually resuming and encourag
ing economic and trade exchanges”, 
Ding said.

The China International Con
sumer Products Expo, one of the 
four major national exhibitions, is 
held in Haikou.

‘We’ll make full use of diis inter
national exchange platform to pro
mote die city and its industries, 
organize economic and trade talks 
and business inspections, and we 
hope to turn exhibitors into inves
tors,” Ding said.

The debate about the appropriate 
weighting of English in important 
exams in China has resurfaced dur
ing this year’s two sessions, with 
some national lawmakers and politi
cal advisers suggesting making it a 
less important subject while odiers 
maintain that it is an essential tool to 
understand and communicate in the 
fast-changing world.

Chen Weizhi, a member of the 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference, and president of Shanghai 
New Epoch Education Group, a pri
vate K-12 school group, suggested 
canceling English courses for first 
and second grade primary school 
students and also reducing the 

Advisers emphasize nation’s need to 
increase technological breakthroughs 9.5

percent
GDP growth target of Hainan 
province this year

Deputies leave the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing on Monday 
after the closing meeting of the 
first session of the 14th National 
People’s Congress.
CHEN YICHEN/XINHUA

course hours of English for second
ary school students.

To reduce the competitiveness of 
exam-oriented English teaching and 
learning, English should become an 
elective subject for the national col
lege entrance exam, or gaokao, he 
told news outlet ThePaper.cn.

For the high school entrance 
exam, or zhongkao, Chen suggested 
making the English test a graded 
exam, rather than offering specific 
scores.

Parents and students have spent 
lots of time, energy and money 
learning English to get high scores in 
zhongkao and gaokao, yet the 
results have not been satisfactory, 
and their English proficiency lias not 
improved much, especially their oral 
English, he said.

Jiang Feng, Party secretary of

Members of the special committees of the 14th National People’s 
Congress pledge allegiance to the Constitution on Sunday. As the 
country's top legislature, the NPC has 10 special committees that 
research, deliberate and draw up bills or proposals related to 
their fields, pang xinglei / xinhua

China’s economy is set to 
rebound this year, and Haikou, the 
core area of Hainan FreeTrade Port, 
is speeding up economic develop
ment, according to Ding Hui, may
or of Haikou and a deputy to the 
National People’s Congress.

This year, China’s GDP growth 
target has been set at around 5 per
cent, which “fully reflects the resil
ience of China’s economic 
development and gives us great 
confidence”, he said.

Hainan set its GDP growth target 
this year at around 9.5 percent, giv
ing it the highest growth target 
among all provinces, municipalities 
and autonomous regions.

“Hainan’s economy and society 
are expected to be on the fast track 
of steady, high-quality development 
in 2023, and Haikou will take the 
initiative and endeavor to achieve 
an annual GDP growth of almost 10 
percent this year,” Ding said.

Haikou’s economic aggregate 
accounts for one-third of the pro
vincial total, with its population 
accounting for 30 percent of 
Hainan.

The 2023 Government Work 
Report noted that steady progress 
lias been made in turning Hainan 
into a free trade port and also 
stressed that expanding consump
tion remains a priority.

Haikou is accelerating the estab
lishment of an international tour
ism center, Ding said, by improving 
the quality of spending opportuni
ties and holding a series of spend
ing activities.

Haikou’s tourism and culture 
market witnessed a rapid recovery 
in the first quarter. During the sev- 
en-day Spring Festival holiday, the 
city received more than 1.22 million 
tourists, a year-on-year increase of 
26.2 percent

Last week, 90,000 tickets for 
three upcoming concerts in Haikou 
were snapped up within 10 seconds. 
Nearly 40 percent of ticket buyers 
came from outside the province.

With the travel boom, Haikou 
lias quickly harnessed the potential 
of duty-free shopping, Ding said. 
Retail sales at duty-free stores in the 
first quarter are expected to reach 
8.34 billion yuan ($1.2 billion), an 
increase of 80 percent year-on-year. 

In addition, to meet the goals of 
“cultivating and strengthening 
strategic emerging industries” 
and “accelerating the construction 
of a modem industrial system” in

total R&D expenditure. It should 
have achieved major original results 
in frontier areas and addressed major 
scientific problems corresponding to 
China’s strategic demand by that 
time, the guideline said.

Situ Guohai, a member of the 14th 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference and director of the Laborato
ry of Information Optics and 
Optoelectronic Technology from the 
Shanghai Institute of Optics and 
Fine Mechanics at the Chinese Acad
emy of Sciences, suggested in his 
proposal that a trading platform 
where technology can be trans
formed into market value should be 
built.

A market system including indus
try professionals should also be 
established so companies can put 
forward their needs to universities 
and research institutes more pre
cisely.

“Companies should participate in 
the whole process of innovation. It is 
when research and industries are 
deeply integrated that scientific

By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangyunbi @chinadaily .com.cn

achievements can be transformed 
more efficiently,” he said.

Yin Jie, an NPC deputy and execu
tive vice-president of ShanghaiTech 
University, suggested in his propos
al the establishment of a “double 
mentor team”, with university teach
ers and company experts jointly 
developing practical courses. 

“Novel technologies, new produc
tion processes and advanced indus
trial elements should be 
incorporated into teaching standards 
and content in a timely manner. This 
will facilitate the connection and 
transition for subsequent R&D with
in companies,” he said.

Bigger platforms are necessary to 
advance the country’s R&D.

Cao Amin, a member of the 14th 
CPPCC National Committee and 
vice-president of the Shanghai 
Academy of Science and Technolo
gy, said that a regional innovation 
consortium should be built in the 
Yangtze River Delta at a faster pace 
so that joint efforts can be made to 
focus on large projects and realize 
key technology breakthroughs.

the Govern
ment Work
Report, Haikou 
aims to make its 
key industrial 
parks bigger 
and better.

“Industrial 
parks are impor
tant platforms 

for economic growth and promot
ing industrial optimization and 
upgrading,” Ding said.

Among the 11 key industrial 
parks in the Hainan FTP, Haikou 
has four, including the National 
High-Tech Industrial Development 
Zone and Fullsing Internet Indus
trial Park, that account for 46.9 per
cent of investment and 41.3 percent 
of tax revenue of the city, despite 
using less than 10 percent of the 
land.

Each park has its own focus, with 
industries including finance, mod
em services, medicine, medical 
equipment, manufacturing and 
digital intelligence.

*
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Focus on Fed, inflation as banks flail
By HENG WEILI

Reuters contributed to this story.Agencies contributed to this story.
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released on TUesday. Expectations are 
that prices will be up 6 percent

“I honestly think that (Tuesday’s 
CPI data) is more important than 
even the FOMC (Federal Open Mar
ket Committee) meeting,” Mike 
Fratantoni, the Mortgage Bankers’ 
Association’s chief economist, told 
Barron’s.

But Professor Raymond Hill, senior 
lecturer of finance at the Goizueta 
Business School of Emory University 
in Atlanta, told China Daily: ‘This 
seems to be a liquidity crisis for the 
banks involved, not a crisis of solvency 
(as in 2008), so I don’t believe there 
will be a banking crisis to deter die 
Fed from focusing on inflation at its 
next meeting (March 21-22).

“SVB’s financial situation deterio
rated because they had to pay higher 
interest rates on deposits but were 
locked into low rates on longer-term 
investments,” Hill said.

“Since the government has said 
that there will be no cost to taxpay
ers, this tells me that the banks are 
probably solvent; a slow liquidation of 
the assets will eventually b e enough to
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Thousands of maritime smuggling 
operations occur every year around 
the world as desperate migrants seek a 
haven but instead often end up dying 
on flimsy boats.

The United States is a main desti
nation, and the latest seaborne trag
edy' occurred off a San Diego beach 
on Saturday. It ended in the deaths 
of at least eight people after the two 
boats they were in capsized. All were 
adults. Their nationalities haven’t 
been confirmed.

It was one of the deadliest mari
time incidents involving migrants in 
the US, said Eric Lavergne, a Border 
Patrol spokesperson. In May 2021, a 
boat carrying migrants capsized and 
broke apart in powerful surf along the 
rocky San Diego coast, killing three 
people and injuring more than two 
dozen others.

In July, Alejandro Mayorkas, the US 
secretary of homeland security, said at 
a news conference that people trying 
to migrate by sea wouldn’t be permit
ted to enter the country. To those who 
risk their lives doing so, this risk is not 
worth taking,” he said.

But they still come to both US 
coasts to avoid increased land-border 
enforcement and to escape dire eco
nomic and political circumstances 
— even war — at home.

In the 2021 fiscal year, more than 
3,200 migrants were apprehended try
ing to reach the US by sea, according 
to Homeland Security.

Smuggling networks have ferried 
thousands of undocumented immi
grants from Mexico and Central 
America to Southern California, which 
is believed to have experienced the 
busiest year of maritime smuggling 
on record — 1,968 apprehensions in 
the 2021 fiscal year.

In California, criminal organizations 
are collecting $15,000 to $20,000 per 
Mexican national, and up to $70,000 
for people from other countries to 
transport people by sea, said Joseph 
Di Meglio, assistant special agent in 
chaige of Homeland Security Investi
gations in San Diego.

“The reality is it’s a low-risk, high- 
reward operation,” he told the Times. 

Smugglers often use pangas, flat- 
bottomed fishing boats that pick up 
migrants on the beaches in Baja Cali
fornia, the Mexican state just south 
of California. They often make their 
trips at night, but they also have tried 
to blend in with recreational traffic by 
using pleasure boats, such as sailboats 
and cabin cruisers, Di Meglio said.

Illegal crossings by boat and land 
have soared under President Joe 
Biden, with many migrants turning 
themselves in to Border Patrol agents 
and being released in the US to pursue 
their cases in immigration court

On the other side of the country, the 
US Coast Guard at times has intercept
ed more than 100 Cubans, Domini
cans and Haitians crammed into a 
single boat in choppy Florida waters.

annual military drills with the US. 
“The Korea-US joint military 

exercise should be stopped imme
diately before it leads to a greater 
crisis. It is urgent to de-escalate mil
itary tensions and create dialogue 
conditions again,” the organizer of 
Korea Peace Appeal said, according 
to Xinhua News Agency.

Lee Jin-ho, a participant in the 
rally, said the war games involving 
the US nuclear submarines and air
craft carriers will increase military 
tensions on the peninsula and in 
neighboring countries, warning 
that the military alliance between 
the ROK, US and Japan could insti-

dents to a 2019 bail reform measure 
approved by the state Legislature 
in Albany that encouraged judges 
to use the ‘least restrictive” means 
to compel people to return to court. 

Adams has endorsed Governor 
Kathy Hochul’s plan to allow judg
es more leeway in determining bail 
amounts for criminal defendants. 

“People who say that we’re crimi
nalizing the poor — they’re wrong,” 
the mayor said on Feb 15. “Poor and 
low-income New Yorkers are being 
unemployed because we’re losing 
those businesses in our city.

“So, what we can’t do is allow 
repeat offenders to make a mock
ery of our criminal justice system — 
and repeatedly,” said Adams, a 
former NYPD captain.

Last year, legislators in Califor
nia, Florida, Louisiana and North 
Carolina increased penalties for 
stealing from stores.

Under an amended law in Louisi
ana, those caught stealing as part of 
a group could face up to seven years 
in prison.

major forces of the DPRK nuclear 
deterrent,” the KCNA said.

The KCNA also reported on Sun
day that, at a meeting of the Central 
Military Commission of the ruling 
Workers’ Party of Korea, the DPRK 
decided to take “important practi
cal steps for making more effective, 
powerful and offensive use of the 
war deterrent of the country”.

The KCNA said the move is to 
cope with the current situation in 
which the war provocations of the 
US and the ROK are “reaching the 
red line”.

The US military is expected to 
send the nuclear-powered USS

The Federal Reserve’s meeting next 
week will be closely watched in light 
of recent bank failures in the US, as 
the central bank still is trying to get a 
handle on persistent inflation

A day after a handful of US agencies 
announced that all depositors at two 
failed banks would be made whole, 
investors took it out on the stock pric
es of regional banks Monday, led by 
sharp losses in First Republic Bank. 

News of fresh financing Sunday 
failed to assuage fears of possible 
bank contagion following the collapse 
of SVB Financial Group, parent of Sili
con Valley Bank, and Signature Bank. 

The Fed is “between a rock and a 
hard place” said Hans Olsen, chief 
investment officer at Fiduciary TYust 
Co. “The rock is they have to deal with 
inflation, and die hard place is tiiey 
have this banking panic, like a fever 
that is running through the markets 
light now.”

Also adding to die Fed’s dilemma 
is the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
report for February, which will be

cover all deposits,” Hill said.
On Monday, US President Joe Biden 

said: “Americans can have confidence 
that the banking system is safe. Your 
deposits will be there when you need 
them.”

The banking woes led to some 
sharp commentary on social media. 

‘If you thought SVB was bad... The 
Fed is sitting on unrealized losses 
of ~$1.2 trillion on their $8.3 tril
lion bond portfolio, tweeted “Wall 
Street Silver” on Tuesday to 716,000 
followers.

Journalist Glenn Greenwald tweet
ed to bis 2 million followers, ‘Is the 
USG’s guarantee of Silicon Valley 
Bank deposits similar to the 2008 
wealthy-protecting bailouts, or a wise 
measure to save regional banks?”

Entrepreneur Patrick Bet-David 
wrote to his410,000 followers on Twit- 
ter: “FDIC only has $125b seeming 
$9.9 trillion. That’s only 1.26%! FDIC 
may be able to protect the depositors 
at SVB, but it won’t be able to do if it 
happens to a few other banks.”

said in a Feb 9 news release. “These 
sophisticated crimes permeate the 
entire retail ecosystem, impacting 
consumers, employees and com
munities nationwide.

“While retailers remain vigilant in 
the fight against ORC, federal sup
port like the Combating Organized 
Retail Crime Act of2023 is needed to 
level the playing field with additional 
resources and coordination among 
federal, state and local law enforce
ment agencies,” the NRF said.

The NRF said that its latest security 
survey of roughly 60 retailers found 
that inventory loss — called shrink — 
averaged 1.4 percent last year.

The greatest part — 37 percent — 
came from external theft, including 
products taken during organized 
shoplifting incidents. It also noted 
that retailers on average saw a 26.5 
percent increase in organized theft 
incidents last year.

Some business owners were 
forced to lock up products and dou
ble the number of security guards 
at some stores.

But locking up items also redu
ces sales by 15-25 percent, accord
ing to Joe Budano, CEO of Indyme, 
a technology company that sells 
security devices to retailers.

Massive online marketplaces such 
as Amazon and Facebook have been 
used by those looking to sell stolen 
goods. Criminal outfits recruit peo
ple to steal from stores in exchange 
for drugs or cash. Such “boosters” 
may lead to the stealing of items from 
multiple stores across state lines.

Retail industry executives in San 
Francisco blame a 2014 ballot 
measure that reclassified nonvio
lent thefts as misdemeanors for 
goods worth less than $950.

In November, California Gover
nor Gavin Newsom announced 
efforts to curb rising retail crime. 

“Organized retail theft costs 
businesses, retailers, and consum
ers — and puts the public at risk,” 
California Attorney General Rob 
Bonta said in a statement.
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Nimitz aircraft carrier later this 
month for combined maritime 
drills with the ROK Navy in connec
tion with the “Freedom Shield”

On March 10, ROK President 
Yoon Suk-yeol said his country will 
work with the US to further 
strengthen extended deterrence by 
establishing a nuclear planning 
and execution regime between the 
two nations to counter the DPRKs 
nuclear and missile threats.

The closure of retail stores in 
some major US cities has sparked a 
political dispute about the reasons, 
with organized shoplifting rings 
and employee safety often cited.

Recently, the mayor of Portland, 
Oregon, Ted Wheeler, said the larg
est US retailer Walmart is leaving 
the Northwest city because of 
crime.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott 
tweeted a link on March 5 to an 
article about Walmart’s decision to 
close its last two stores in Portland, 
which will affect 580 workers.

In December, Walmart CEO 
Doug McMillon said: “Theft is an 
issue. It’s higher than what it has 
historically been.”

Wheeler said on March 6 that 
“dozens of Walmart stores ... have 
closed in Texas in recent years”. 

“The retail industry is changing 
and retail theft is a national issue,” 
Wheeler said.

Footwear giant Nike, headquar
tered in Oregon, had offered to pay 
off-duty Portland police officers to 
provide security at one of its stores. 
Nike has said that the problem is 
nationwide, and some of its ware
houses and even trains carrying its 
merchandise have been hit.

In a March 8 hearing on a bill in 
the Oregon Senate, law enforce
ment officers, grocery store repre
sentatives and lobbyists for the 
retail industry backed increasing 
jail time for those involved in orga
nized retail theft.

Retailers say the main problem is 
organized rings that involve multiple 
suspects rushing through stores and 
stealing large quantities of goods.

In New York, there also have 
been problems with repeat individ
ual offenders.

New York Mayor Eric Adams 
said a shoplifting surge is costing 
low-income retail workers their 
hourly wages.

Some New York lawmakers have 
linked the rise in shoplifting inci-

The longest-ever joint military 
exercise kicked off by the United 
States and the Republic of Korea on 
March 13 is fueling fresh tensions 
on the Korean Peninsula, with the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea signaling its response by test
firing two cruise missiles from a 
submarine the day before.

Simulating a Korean Peninsula 
emergency, the ROK-US “Freedom 
Shield” springtime exercise will run 
for 11 days until March 23, Yonhap 
News Agency reported.

Without a weekend break, the 
joint military drill marks the allies’ 
longest command post exercise and 
will be larger than those in previous 
years. The exercise will see the 
resumption of major field training 
for the first time in five years, after 
it was suspended under the admin
istration of former ROK president 
Moon Jae-in.

The ROK Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said the combined exercise is a 
defensive one based on a combined 
operational plan designed to 
defend the ROK from potential 
aggression by the DPRK.

The joint military exercise began 
despite protests from the DPRK, 
which said in February that the US 
and the ROK will face “unprece
dentedly persistent and strong 
counteractions” if they carry out 
the combined military exercise, 
what it called “preparations for an 
invasion”

The DPRKs firing of the two 
“strategic cruise missiles” from a 
submarine in waters off its east 
coast on March 12 was reported by 
the country’s official Korean Cen
tral News Agency, or KCNA, on 
March 13.

“The drill confirmed the reliabili
ty of the weapon system and exam
ined the underwater-to-surface 
offensive operations of submarine 
units that constitute one of other
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gate war and encourage friction in 
East Asia.

Calling for the suspension of the 
ROK-US joint military exercise, 
Minjung Action, a nongovernmen
tal organization, said on March 13 
that what lies behind the drills is 
the hegemony strategy of the US to 
instigate a war on the Korean Pen
insula and form a military alliance 
among the ROK, the US and Japan. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning said on 
March 10 that it is hoped that all 
parties can face up to the crux of the 
Korean Peninsula issue, and jointly 
promote a political settlement.

‘Persistent threat’
“Whenever there’s a push toward 

greater criminalization, whenever 
there’s a narrative of increased 
crime and things like that, it is 
always consumers of color that are 
going to be bearing the brant,” said 
Tiffany Gill, associate professor of 
history at Rutgers University.

“Organized retail crime remains 
a persistent threat to the retail 
industry, accounting for more than 
$94.5 billion in losses in 2021,” the 
National Retail Federation, or NRF,

De-escalation demanded
Civil groups in die ROK rallied on 

March 11 near the presidential 
office in Seoul to protest against the 
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changing and retail 
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on Xi’s election as Chinese president
World leaders extend congratulations to Xi Jinping on his election as president of the People’s Republic of China
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Analyst: Chinese-style modernization beneficial to UK
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The writer is afreelance journalist 
for China Daily.

He added that as the implemen
tation of the African Continental 
Free Trade Area gathers steam, the 
continent should tap China’s tech
nological prowess to revitalize its 
digital economy, manufacturing 
and value addition.

the world, said Nicaraguan Presi
dent Daniel Ortega, stressing that 
his country is willing to work with 
China to build a world that is fair, 
peaceful and safe and pursues hap
piness for people.

Prime Minister of the Common
wealth of Dominica Roosevelt 
Skerrit said he is convinced that Xi, 
in his new term, will lead China to

t >

gies and expertise to help transform 
Africa’s economies through enhanced 
connectivity, trade and job creation.

On Africa’s high-speed internet 
connectivity, the Kenyan scholar said 
that with China’s help, the continent 
will become more integrated.

Nadia Monteiro, a central commit
tee member of Angola’s ruling party 
MPLA, hailed China’s modernization 
efforts as a “unique and unprece
dented milestone” for exponential 
economic growth in the world’s most 
populous country and as a contribu
tion to the global economy.

stressing that China has played a 
major role in the cause of global jus
tice that is built on respect for coun
tries’ sovereignty and diversity, and 
the realization of the common pros
perity of humankind.

Xi’s election is of great signifi
cance for defending the principles 
and values of fairness, justice, peace, 
security and development around

Djiboutian President Ismail 
Omar Guelleh,

Fifth King of Bhutan Jigme Khe- 
sar Namgyel Wangchuck,

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev, 
Armenian President Vahagn Kha- 

chaturyan and Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan,

Antigua and Barbuda’s Governor- 
General Rodney Williams,

Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, 
chairman of the People’s Council of 
Turkmenistan,

Sadiq Sanjrani, chairman of Paki
stan’s Senate, and Speaker of Paki
stan’s National Assembly Raja 
Pervaiz Ashraf,

Zhang Ming, secretary-general of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organi
zation,

Chairman of the Boao Forum for 
Asia, Ban Ki-moon.

Some foreign leaders also extend
ed congratulations to Chinese Pre
mier Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, chairman 
of the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress, Wang 
Huning, chairman of the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, 
and Vice President Han Zheng.

NAIROBI — The accelerated pace 
of modernization combined with 
peaceful and inclusive development 
that China has embraced with zeal 
is inspiring African countries as 
they embark on a new chapter of 
renewal, experts said.

African countries have benefited 
from China’s model of peaceful 
development and continuous renew
al, as evidenced by sustained capital 
flows, robust trade, technology and 
skills transfer to the continent, said 
Cavince Adhere, an international 
relations scholar in Kenya, in an 
interview with Xinhua News Agency. 

Adhere attributed Africa’s rapid 
economic takeoff to China’s willing
ness to share expertise, support 
peace-building efforts in Africa, and 
invest in sectors like transport, man
ufacturing and energy.

Highlighting the whole-of-society 
approach to development that China 
has prioritized, he said it is best suit
ed for Africa, where people-centered 
growth is key to sustaining cohesion. 

“We still hope to see China’s inter
nalization in terms of resource mobi
lization, in terms of development 
cooperation with African countries 
under the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation,” Adhere said.

-
5

The Chinese-style modernization 
that seeks high-quality development, 
common prosperity and friendly 
cooperation with other countries will 
benefit the United Kingdom, said 
Keith Bennett, a senior analyst on 
international relations and deputy 
chairman of die 48 Group Club. 

“For about a decade, China has 
been making a switch from empha
sizing the quantity of growth to the 
quality of growth,” said Bennett, not
ing that there is a lot of stress on the 
economy in the Government Work 
Report at the first session of the 14th 
National People’s Congress of China 
which set the country’s GDP growth 
target for 2023 at 5 percent. 

“Since the optimization of COVID 
policy, we have seen that the Chinese 
economy has been strongly and 
quickly roaring back,” he said. “And 
I’ve read predictions of a 6 percent 
growth, but I think it is good for China 
to set a modest target and beat it, con
sidering also that the size of the Chi
nese economy means that a modest

ecological civilization mantra has aid
ed efforts to tame the climate crisis 
that lias taken a heavy toll on liveli
hoods across the sub-Saharan region. 

By upholding the multilateral sys
tem, China has also proactively sup
ported a peaceful resolution to 
Africa’s conflicts, thereby placing 
the continent on the path of equita
ble growth and long-term stability. 

Adhere noted that once the imple
mentation of the China-pioneered 
Global Security Initiative gathers 
pace, it will be key to finding a last
ing solution to civil strife in Africa. 

Adhere also lauded China’s willing
ness to share its resources, technolo- 

the population,” said Bennett.
The Government Work Report 

said it had promoted personal 
income growth through various ave
nues and saw the earnings of mid
dle- and low-income groups rise in 
the past five years.

In the measures laid out for the 
work in 2023, the report set targets 
for the growth in personal income to 
be generally in step with economic 
growth, and steady increases in 
both the volume and quality of 
imports and exports.

Algerian President Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune said he is ready to work 
with the Chinese side to raise the 
comprehensive strategic partner
ship between the two countries to a 
higher level, so as to realize the com
mon expectations and common 
interests of their people.

Under President Xi Jinping’s lead
ership, the friendly China has made 
remarkable achievements in vari
ous fields, and the ancient civiliza
tion is taking on new vitality, said 
Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas expressed his confidence that 
Xi will lead China and the Chinese 
people to make new success and 
achievements, and fulfill more 
established goals and visions.

Kenya will continue to maintain 
close ties and cooperation with 
China as the two countries have 
done since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations six decades 
ago, said Kenyan President Willi
am Ruto.

Under Xi’s wise leadership, great 
China has attained economic pros
perity, and is entering a new stage of 
development, said Zimbabwean 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa,

score greater achievements, con
tinue to maintain its influence and 
play a constructive role in interna
tional affairs, and strive to build a 
community with a shared future 
for mankind.

Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission Moussa Faki Mahamat 
said that Africa will remain firmly 
committed to strengthening its 
partnership with China.

Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah 
al-Sisi said he believes Xi will suc
cessfully lead China to greater pros
perity and progress and looks 
forward to further development of 
the Egypt-China comprehensive 
strategic partnership for the benefit 
of the two peoples.

Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki 
said he is confident that under Xi’s 
leadership, China rail play an indis
pensable and critical role in build
ing a sound and healthy multilateral 
global architecture.

President of Seychelles Wavel 
Ramkalawan said his country firmly 
supports the one-China policy and 
fully supports the efforts made by 
the Chinese government to safe
guard national sovereignty and ter
ritorial integrity.

Chairman of Sudan’s Sovereign-

Britain, including not only finance 
and manufacturing but also con
sumer products and energy. 

“I’m also impressed by the socially 
responsible nature of much of that 
investment in terms of the emphasis 
on renewables and sustainability, 
and environment-friendly indus
tries,” he said.

Regarding the resumption of 
international personnel exchanges 
since China’s optimization of its 
COVID policy, Bennett noted the 
record number of more than 150,000 
Chinese students studying in the UK 
last year, which is more than from 
any other country in die world. 

“They have not only made an eco
nomic contribution to the UK, but 
also an intellectual contribution,” he 
said. “If you take the example of new 
patents and peer-reviewed scientific 
papers in the world, the biggest 
number is from China.

“Actually, the degree of coopera
tion between Britain and China has 
yet to reach its full potential, and the 
more the Chinese economy devel
ops, the greater that potential will 
be,” he added.

growth would be a great achievement. 
“Now with China’s opening-up, its 

successful economic growth will be 
beneficial to the rest of the world.” 

The 48 Group Club 
is an organization ded
icated to promoting 
trade between China 
and the UK with its 
history dating back to 
the beginning of trade 
ties between the two 
countries in 1953. 

China is the fourth- 
largest trading partner 

with the UK. Hie latest figures from 
UK’s Office for National Statistics 
show that the country’s export of 
goods to China increased by 58.7 per
cent in the 12 months to December 
2022 compared with the same period 
the previous year, while the UK’s 
import of goods from China increased 
by 9.8 percent over the same period. 

“China is a huge market with a 
middle-income group of 400 mil
lion people, and as China moves 
toward a high-income country, 
certainly the middle-income 
group will become the majority of

Call for consensus
China’s rapid modernization, 

which has encouraged inclusivity, 
solidarity and healthy consensus, 
should be emulated in Africa, where 
poverty and underdevelopment have 
threatened stability, Adhere said.

In addition, Beijing’s embrace of 
green development as espoused in its 

Students attend a tractor workshop at Yabassi Technical and Professional Agricultural High School, in
Yahassi, Cameroon, on Jan 12. The school is built with aid from China, xinhua

Keith
Bennett
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Huge demand
“That middle-income group has 

a huge demand for high-quality 
products and also high-quality ser
vices. Therefore, this is something 
that every country in the world can 
benefit from. In Britain, we benefit 
from Chinese investment, which 
creates a lot of jobs in this country” 
said Bennett.

Citing a report on the develop
ment of Chinese enterprises in the 
UK, Bennett noted that there is a 
wide range of sectors in which Chi
nese companies are investing in

i

his election as president. We 
express our hope and wish that Chi
na would emerge more prosperous 
under his leadership and China will 
play a significant role in interna
tional global politics, peace and 
development.”

Xi’s reelection will lead to stabil
ity in China, Saugata Roy, senior 
leader of Trinamool Congress, a 
regional party governing West 
Bengal state of India, said.

Senior leader of Revolutionary 
Socialist Party and member of 
Indian Parliament N.K. Prema- 
chandran, while congratulating 
Xi, said he hopes the older issues 
between China and India would 
be resolved in a very friendly 
manner.

India and China should grow 
together toward peace and devel
opment because the two Asian 
giant countries have to grow 
together, he noted.

Rashed Khan Menon, chairman 
of the Workers Party of Bangla
desh, or WPB, told China Daily by 
phone that the WPB congratu
lates Xi on his election as Chinese 
president.

“Under his leadership, the Chi
nese government would be able to 
carry out the goals set by die 20di 
National Congress of the CPC and 
make China further strong both 
economically and militarily to 
face the challenge of imperialism 
and make the world a peaceful 
abode of mankind,” said Menon, a 
veteran communist leader from 
Bangladesh.

Dilip Barua, general secretary of 
Communist Party of Bangladesh 
(Marxist-Leninist), has also “con
gratulated Comrade Xi Jinping” 
on his unanimous reelection as 
president of China, in a phone 
interview.

“We hope that under the dynam
ic leadership of President Xi, the 
Chinese people will build upon the 
glorious and victorious future on 
the new journey to realize the ‘sec
ond centenary goal’ and the Chi
nese dream of national 
rejuvenation on the new journey 
that lies before them in the new 
era,” he said.

Talking over the phone from 
Kathmandu, Madhav Kumar 
Nepal, chairman of the Commu
nist Party of Nepal (Unified Social
ist) and former Nepali prime 
minister, told China Daily: “We 
feel happy to greet him.

“China will play a very impor
tant role in world politics and in 
maintaining world peace under 
the leadership of Xi. Chinese peo
ple will be more prosperous and 
will get new momentum.”

China will spearhead a glori
ous and victorious future for Chi
nese nationals under the 
guidance of Xi Jinping and the 
new Cabinet lineup, South Asia’s 
political leaders said while 
applauding Xi on his reelection 
as president of China.

They said the new leadership 
will ensure peace and stability 
across the globe in these challeng
ing times while setting China on 
its path to becoming a modern, 
prosperous, harmonious and egal
itarian country.

Extending congratulations to Xi 
on his election as president, Mari
am Alexander Baby, senior polit- 
buro member and head of 
international department, Com
munist Party of India (Marxist), or 
CPI-M, said: “We wish and hope 
that Xi will be able to lead the Peo
ple’s Republic of China and the 
Communist Party of China with all 
of their resources, and that he will 
take necessary steps to address 
China’s problems.

“We are optimistic that, under 
the leadership of the CPC, China 
will become one of the most signif
icant political and economic pow
ers in die world. The PRC, under 
the leadership of Xi, it is hoped, 
will create a progressive society in 
China diat is more egalitarian, 
equitable, harmonious and pros
perous,” he told China Daily.

Chief Minister of Kerala state of 
India and Politburo member of 
CPI (M), Pinarayi Vijayan, in a text 
message to China Daily, described 
Xi’s leadership as crucial in facili
tating China’s progress toward 
establishing a socialist society and 
transforming the nation into a 
major player in global trade, com
merce, and international rela
tions. He further expressed his 
hope for China’s continued 
advancement under Xi’s leader
ship in the future.

By APARAJIT CHAKRABORTY
in New Delhi 
For China Daily
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Journalists take a photo after the press conference for the 1st session of 
the 14th National People’s Congress on Monday, zou hong / china daily

ty Council Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan 
expressed his belief that Xi will 
lead China to realize moderniza
tion in all respects dirough a Chi
nese path, adding that the 
successful convening of the “two 
sessions” in China shows the coun
try will shoulder the common 
responsibility of promoting world 
peace and development and joint
ly build a community with a 
shared future for mankind with 
global and regional partners.

Those also sending congratulato
ry messages include:

Nepali Prime Minister Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal,

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, 
Mozambican President Filipe 

Nyusi,
Burundian President Evariste

Ndayishimiye,
Somalian President 

Sheikh Mohamud,
Salvadoran President Nayib 

Bukele,
Bolivian President Luis Arce, 
Guyanese President Irfaan Ali, 
Zeljka Cvijanovic, rotating chair 

of the Bosnia and Herzegovina Pres
idency,

Nepali President Bidya Devi 
Bhandari,

‘Prominent voice’
“Revolutionary greetings to 

President Xi on his reelection as 
the President of the People’s 
Republic of China. It is truly com
mendable that China has 
emerged as a prominent voice in 
global politics. Best wishes for the 
continued efforts to achieve a 
more prosperous China,” Vijayan 
tweeted later.

D. Raja, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of India, or CPI, 
told China Daily: “On behalf of the 
CPI and on personal behalf as a gen
eral secretary of CPI, we convey our 
revolutionary greetings and best 
wishes to Comrade Xi Jinping on 

inspires 
continent

J

Highlights of foreign congratulatory messages

Leadership to further 
ensure peace, stability

u
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5G, 6G at ‘forefront’ for high-quality
development, digital transformation

Adviser underlines private sector support
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Wang Caiyun, senior R&D 
manager with dairy 
company Yili Industrial 
Group Co Ltd

An employee of an electronics SME works at a production facility in
Hefei, Anhui province, in January, xie chen / for china daily

Contact the writers at
zhongnan @chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHONG NAN in Beijing and 
LIU MINGTAI in Changchun

By OUYANG SHI JIA
miyangshijia@chinadailyeom.cn

ness environment by continuously 
reducing taxes and fees and easing 
burdens on enterprises, saying that 
they significantly boosted the confi
dence of private firms.

Given China’s huge domestic 
market, well-developed production 
system and innovation capabilities, 
Qi said this leaves plenty of room for 
die private sector’s future develop
ment and rising opportunities.

In his proposals, he also empha
sized the importance of enhancing 
China’s cybersecurity capabilities, 
saying more efforts should be made to 
defend against risks in the digital age.

By WANG ZHUOQIONG
wangzhuoqiong@chinadailyeom.cn

By FAN FEDFEI 
Janfeifei@chinadaily.com.cn

When it comes to the develop
ment of specialized and sophisticat
ed SMEs, Qi highlighted their key 
role in boosting technological inno
vation and strengthening industrial 
chains, recommending further post
poning principal and interest repay
ments on their loans, establishing 
special investment funds and 
increasing support for such SMEs. 

Official data showed that China’s 
private firms, mostly SMEs, contrib
ute more than 50 percent of the 
country’s tax revenue, 60 percent of 
gross domestic product, 70 percent 
of technological innovation, 80 per
cent of urban employment and 90 
percent of market entities.

China is taking solid steps to pro
mote the high-quality development 
of SMEs, including optimizing the 
business environment and further 
implementing policies on easing 
SMEs’ burdens, giving priority to 
supporting the development of the 
private sector and boosting market 
confidence.

In 2022, the number of SMEs and 
micro businesses surpassed 52 mil
lion and industrial SMEs with annu
al revenue of at least 20 million yuan 
($2.89 million) from their main

t/
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operations posted their combined 
operating revenues of more than 80 
trillion yuan last year, data from the 
Ministry of Industry and Informa
tion Technology showed.

The country’s top leadership reaf
firmed the nation’s unwavering sup
port for the private sector, pledging 
steps to bolster confidence among 
private businesses and entrepre
neurs, reduce their burdens and 
promote their healthy and high- 
quality growth, during the recently 
concluded two sessions.

Qi spoke highly of the country’s 
solid steps to create a better busi- 

China’s intensified push for the 
development of superfast wireless 
technology including 5G and 6G 
will further promote industrial 
upgrading and digital transforma
tion in traditional sectors, provid
ing new momentum for the 
country’s economic growth, indus
try experts said.

They added that 5G technology 
has been widely combined with 
artificial intelligence and the inter
net of things, with a wide range of 
applications in fields such as virtu
al reality games, online education, 
unmanned vehicles and smart 
logistics. They also called for efforts 
to actively participate in the formu
lation of 6G-related international 
standards.

Their comments came after the 
top industry regulator said that 
China will accelerate the construc
tion of 5G networks, expand the 
application of 5G technology in 
more fields, especially in manufac
turing, and promote the research 
and development of 6G.

“Currently, China is at the global 
forefront of 5G development. The 
country has built more than 2.54 
million 5G base stations, with the 
number of 5G smartphone users 
surpassing 575 million,” said Jin 
Zhuanglong, minister of industry 
and information technology, add
ing China will build 600,000 5G 
base stations this year.

Jin made the remarks on the 
sidelines of this year’s two sessions. 
Noting that 5G has been used in 
more than half of the major indus
trial sectors, including mining, 
ports, electricity and aviation, Jin 
called for efforts to expand the 
application of superfast wireless 
technology in more fields like man
ufacturing.

foreign-funded R&D centers to con
duct fundamental research, allowing 
them to use reports and data collect
ed by national research programs and 
strengthening support for infrastruc
ture and operational funding, accord
ing to information released by the 
Ministry of Commerce.

Eager to expand its market pres
ence, LG Chem Ltd, a South Korean 
chemical company, announced that 
it completed construction of a tech
nology center in Wuxi, Jiangsu prov
ince, in late February.

With a total investment of $30 
million, the center will be equipped 
with advanced lab facilities and top- 
level talent to provide all-around 
technology solutions in China, said 
Shin Hak-cheol, CEO of LG Chem. 

Ou Yunfei, a deputy to the 14th 
National People’s Congress and 
chief operating officer of Valin 
ArcelorMittal Automotive Steel Co 
Ltd — a joint venture between Lux
embourg-based ArcelorMittal and 
State-owned Hunan Valin Steel Co 
Ltd — said as the signatory econo
mies of the Regional Comprehen
sive Economic Partnership pact 
further implement their open com
mitments under the agreement, tar
iffs will continue to drop in 2023. 
This would be helpful for domestic 
automakers to export more vehicles 
to Southeast Asian markets. 

“We will invest more in product 
innovation and new manufacturing 
processes to supply more advanced 
high-strength steel to Chinese vehi
cle manufacturers, reinforcing their 
earning strength in international 
markets such as Southeast Asia and 
economies participating in the Belt 
and Road Initiative,” he said.

Benefiting from its opening-up 
policies, complete industrial chain 
and massive consumer base, the 
Chinese mainland saw the inflow of 
foreign direct investment expand by 
14.5 percent year-on-year to 127.69 
billion yuan ($18.51 billion) in Janu
ary, the Ministry of Commerce said. 

China wall further its efforts to 
attract and utilize more foreign 
investment this year, as outlined in 
die Government Work Report sub
mitted to the national legislature for 
deliberation in early March.

The report recommended several 
measures to achieve this goal, 
including expanding market access, 
further opening up the modem ser
vices sector, ensuring national treat
ment, improving services for 
foreign-funded companies and 
facilitating the launch of landmark 
foreign-funded projects.

high-quality development of the 
digital economy?’ Xiang said.

In addition, China has already 
established the IMT-2030 (6G) Pro
motion Group, a flagship platform 
in China promoting 6G and inter
national cooperation, and will 
speed up the R&D of 6G technolo
gy, he added.

As the next-generation mobile 
communication technology, 6G 
will integrate with advanced com
puting, big data, artificial intelli
gence and blockchain, according to 
a white paper issued by the IMT- 
2030 (6G) Promotion Group.

The report said the world is 
expected to see the commercializa
tion of 6G around 2030, and the 6G 
network will realize the deep inte
gration of the physical and the vir
tual worlds, and build a new world 
featuring the intelligent connec
tion of everything.

Although there is no universally 
accepted definition of 6G, the tech
nology is predicted to provide fast
er speeds, lower latency and more 
bandwidth than 5G.

Wen Ku, secretary-general of the 
China Communications Standards 
Association, highlighted the signif
icance of making a forward-think
ing layout in 6G technology, adding 
that efforts to promote the com
mercialization of 5G will lay a solid 
foundation for 6G development

He called for strengthening 
international cooperation in 6G-re
lated technology, standards, R&D, 
trials and application, and bolster
ing the formation of globally uni
fied 6G standards.

More efforts should be made to 
carry out basic research on frontier 
wireless technology, including new 
material application, millimeter 
wave theory and terrestrial and sat
ellite communication, said Wu 
Hequan, an academician at the 
Chinese Academy of Engineering.

Deputies call for expanded channels 
for overseas biz to join tech projectsI la1
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Attracting foreign investment for 
research and development centers 
would be a critical strategy for Chi
na to upgrade its industrial struc
ture, and enhance the synergies 
between domestic and internation
al markets and resources, said 
national legislators and political 
advisers on Monday.

They said this strategy would not 
only enable China to draw global 
resources more effectively within its 
market, but also allow the country 
to further integrate into the interna
tional innovation chain.

By leveraging the global value 
chain and expanding opening-up, 
China can cultivate new competitive 
advantages in the years ahead, said 
Jiang Ying, a member of the 14th 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con
ference and chair of market consult
ancy Deloitte China.

Jiang said that the concentration 
of foreign-funded R&D centers in 
China’s eastern region has not pro
vided effective support for the 
upgrading of manufacturing indus
tries in other parts of the country.

Currently, there are 531 foreign- 
funded R&D centers in Shanghai, 
while cities like Xi’an in Shaanxi 
province and Chengdu in Sichuan 
province only have a few such facili
ties, said Deloitte China.

Apart from facilitating global 
companies in establishing innova
tion centers in central and western 
regions, China should create more 
channels for foreign businesses to 
participate in the government’s 
technology projects and improve 
the efficiency of technology transfer 
and commercialization, as well as 
promote the integration of multina
tionals into the local innovation 
chain, she said.

Raymund Chao, another member 
of the 14tli CPPCC National Com
mittee and global consultancy 
PwC’s chairman for the Asia-Pacific 
region and China, said the digital 
economy, green development and 
technological innovation have 
become new engines to speed up 
global economic recovery.

Due to the high growth rate 
achieved by Chinese companies in 
these fields, China is expected to play 
a bigger role in attracting global tal
ent and foreign investment in these 
areas in the next stages, he said.

The govemme nt rolled out a series 
of policy measures in mid-January to 
encourage foreign investment in 
research and development. 

Key measures include encouraging 

ronment for key private firms, espe
cially those focusing on technologi
cal innovation and gaining a key 
edge in niche markets, saying they 
still face issues critical to their devel
opment, including financing diffi
culties.

Qi recommended that regulatory 
restrictions on financing for listed 
companies should be further 
relaxed, steps should be taken to 
pose restrictions on low-priced win
ning bids of high-tech products and 
services and bidding prices for sci
entific and technological projects 
should not be lower than the cost 
prices.

Guidelines for procurement 
should also be introduced to pur
chase enterprise services based on 
market labor costs to boost the con
fidence of private high-tech enter
prises in their development.

Noting that it is the responsibility 
of sci-tech workers and entrepre
neurs to tackle challenges and prob
lems in core technological research 
that hinder the country’s develop
ment, Qi proposed to adjust account
ing standards to fully unleash the 
potential of small and medium-sized 
enterprises to innovate.

A China Mobile technician checks 5G equipment in Nanchang, Jiangxi province, in December. 
ZHU HAIPENG / FOR CHINA DAILY

The private sector is playing a key 
role in stabilizing economic recov
ery, generating jobs and promoting 
innovation in China, and more 
efforts are needed to address chal
lenges and difficulties faced by pri
vate firms and support the 
development of the private sector, 
said a political adviser.

Qi Xiangdong, a member of the 
14th National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference, brought his sug
gestions on five issues during the 
two sessions, with three of them 
aimed at supporting the healthy 
and high-quality growth of private 
enterprises.

“Private enterprises are not only 
the most active participants in the 
market, but also an important force 
in boosting technological innova
tion,” said Qi, who is also chairman 
of Chinese cybersecurity company 
Qi-Anxin Technology Group and 
vice-chairman of the All-China Fed
eration of Industry and Commerce. 

In his proposals, Qi stressed the 
need to improve the business envi-

That China still relies heavily 
on imports of high-quality fod
der grass and seeds, which has 
been a challenge for the domes
tic industry, prompted enter
prises like Mengniu Daily to 
bring suggestions on enhancing 
efforts to plant good grass to 
improve the self-sufficient sup
ply of fodder grass and raising 
high-quality cows through 
updating breeding.

Wang Caiyun, also an NPC 
deputy and senior R&D manag
er with dairy giant Yili I ndustrial 
Group Co Ltd, said technology 
breakthroughs and innovations 
are key in boosting the vitality of 
the domestic dairy industry, 
which is expected to serve as a 
pivotal role in facilitating rural 
vitalization.

For instance, Wang and her 
team developed a concentrated 
lactalbumin, or whey protein, 
production technology — a cru
cial element for infant and baby 
formula products — breaking 
the technology monopoly of for
eign companies.

“At present, many obstacles 
still exist in daily production 
chains,” Wang said.

‘We will further strengthen the 
application of research in pro
duction, particularly in new dairy 
processing technology and the 
processing of high value-added 
dairy raw materials, so as to 
transform the production value 
into actual profits for farmers 
and herdsmen to achieve rural 
vitalization.”

Since 2014, Yili has spent 
more than 110 billion yuan 
($15.93 billion) on financial 
support for their farming part
ners, with technologies to raise 
daily dairy production volume 
and lower farming costs, Yili 
said.

Dairy players have also invest
ed in nutrition and health prod
ucts and marketing efforts to 
further boost dairy consump
tion, including developing 
organic, low-fat and low-sugar 
dairy products.

3
million
number of jobs that China’s 5G 
industry is expected to directly 
create by 2025
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He said the country will establish 
over 10,000 5G-empowered facto
ries during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25) period, as part of a broad
er drive to bolster the application 
of 5G technology in industrial 
internet.

China is likely to spend 1.2 tril
lion yuan ($174.2 billion) on 5G 
network construction, which will 
drive more than 3.5 trillion yuan 
of investment in the upstream 
and downstream industrial chain 
and related sectors by 2025, 
according to the China Academy 
of Information and Communica
tions Technology, a government 
think tank.

The 5G industry is expected to 
directly create over 3 million jobs 
by 2025, with aggregate informa
tion consumption brought by the 
commercialization of wireless 
technology surpassing 8.3 trillion 
yuan, the academy said.

Xiang Ligang, director-general 
of the Information Consumption 
Alliance, a telecom industry associ
ation, said China has entered a cru
cial period for 5G 
commercialization, with the super
fast wireless technology being used 
in a wide range of industries and 
scenarios, including video confer
encing, online medical consulta
tions, remote education, short 
videos, livestreaming and gaming. 

“The country’s heightened 
efforts to speed up the rollout of 5G 
and expand its application are con
ducive to promoting the digital and 
intelligent transformation of tradi
tional industries and fostering the 

Innovations 
identified 
as key to 
dairy sector
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More efforts should be made 
in supply chains and innova
tions to fuel the high-quality 
development of the domestic 
dairy industry in China, which 
will bolster the development of 
farming and boost the nation’s 
rural vitalization progress, said 
deputies to the 14th National
People’s Congress.

Shi Yudong, a deputy to the 
NPC and director of the 
research and development 
department of Mengniu Dairy, 
said the prosperity of the coun
try’s dairy industry lies in the 
development of production 
chains, especially in farms and 
industrial clusters.

Shi said Mengniu Dairy owns 
more than 100 farms and 
250,000 cows in more than 10 
dairy industrial parks nation
wide, providing more than 
700,000 jobs.

Setting up reserves for dairy 
raw materials to safeguard mar
ket supply and price stability is 
of significance to China’s dairy 
industry, he said.

With such reserves collecting 
key dairy raw materials, Shi 
suggested a national center for 
dairy raw materials trade to be 
built to further safeguard the 
steady and orderly develop
ment of the country’s dairy 
industry.

£
We will further 
strengthen the 
application of 
research in 
production, 
particularly in new 
dairy processing 
technology...”
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Better lending products seen in tea leaves
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Zheng Shengyan, Narcissus oolong tea grower

ICBC extends financing support to marine economy
By JIANG XUEQENG
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typhoon index insurance and fishery 
raft aquaculture facilities property 
insurance, creating a whitelist and 
accurately targeting safe and compli
ant aquaculture formers or business
es, Li said.

ICBC Ningde branch has estab
lished scientific models to decide 
which borrowers have access to fish
ery raft aquaculture loans, using a 
scoring system based on informa
tion such as the borrower’s debt-to- 
income ratio, the number of banks 
that provide financing to the bor
rower, its method of obtaining the 
sea area usage rights and the num
ber of years it has been engaged in 
aquaculture. Borrowers achieving a 
scoreof 60 or higher are givenaccess 
to loans.

The bank has also created a loan 
amount estimation model based on 
a combination of the above- 
mentioned information and other 
available data, including credit 
reports and bank statements of 
aquaculture farmers or enterprises. 
Aquaculture farmers can obtain a 
maximum credit of 2 million yuan 
per individual, while aquaculture 
enterprises can receive up to 10 mil

ties to effectively alleviate credit risks 
in GI trademark pledge financing.

The Quanzhou Administration 
for Market Regulation and the 
Quanzhou branch of Fujian Rural 
Credit Union have jointly issued a 
notice on the pilot project of risk 
compensation for GI trademark 
pledge financing, introducing a risk 
compensation mechanism for GI 
trademark pledge financing.

The lending risk is shared by risk 
compensation funds, Quanzhou 
SME Financing Guarantee Co, rural

By JIANG XUEQENG 
jiangxueqing@chinadaily.com.cn

aquaculture farmers or enterprises, 
with a credit guarantee ratio of no 
less than 80 percent.

By the end of January, more than 
119 customers of ICBC Ningde 
branch had obtained fish farm 
aquaculture loans, with an average 
loan amount of more than 1.2 mil
lion yuan, at preferential interest 
rates. The loan term is one year.

The nonperforming loan ratio for 
this type of loan is only 0.61 percent 
at the Ningde branch, Li said.

100,000 farmers and small business
es, and involving various agricultur
al and sideline products with 
regional characteristics. This has 
promoted the development of many 
agricultural and sideline industries 
in counties and county-level cities of 
Quanzhou, such as Tieguanyin 
oolong tea from Anxi, seaweed from 
Jinjiang and mandarin oranges 
from Yongchun, said the Quanzhou 
branch of Fujian Rural Credit Union. 

A risk-sharing mechanism has also 
been established among several par-

applied for small unsecured loans 
from village and township banks, 
with low credit limits, due to the lack 
of traditional collateral such as prop
erty. The annualized interest rate for 
such loans was usually between 8 
percent and 12 percent, said Li Zhi, 
head of the financial inclusion 
department at ICBC’s Ningde 
branch.

Some local aquaculture fanners 
and businesses were unable to obtain 
bank loans because they did not meet 
the requirements.

ICBC Ningde branch has conduct
ed in-depth research and helped the 
local government formulate rules for 
the identification, registration, circu
lation and disposal of new types of 
production factors, such as fishery 
raft aquaculture facilities.

The bank has obtained a list of off
shore aquaculture enterprises that 
have obtained aquaculture certifi
cates and passed the acceptance 
inspection conducted by the local 
ocean and fisheries bureau.

It has also worked with insurance 
companies to understand which cus
tomers have already purchased 
important insurances, such as 

Local aquaculture farmers collect fish at a dock in Ningde, Fujian 
province, in August, lin shanchuan / xinhua

Industrial and Commercial Bank 
of China, the country’s largest State- 
owned commercial lender, has been 
making innovative explorations in 
aquaculture production to support 
the development of China’s marine 
economy.

ICBC’s branch in Ningde, Fujian 
province, has launched a fishery raft 
aquaculture loan product, using 
water area and intertidal aquacul
ture certificates, ocean usage leasing 
rights and fishery raft aquaculture 
facilities as collateral to enhance 
borrowers’ creditworthiness.

In 2018, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and ICBC jointly issued 
implementation opinions on promot
ing high-quality development of the 
marine economy. The bank pledged to 
provide a financing quota of 100 bil
lion yuan ($14.5 billion) in five years. 

The aquaculture industry is a pillar 
industry in Ningde, which accounts 
for one-third of the provincial 
coastline.

Prior to the launch of the fishery 
raft aquaculture loan product, aqua
culture formers in Ningde mainly 

credit unions, and appraisal compa
nies in proportions of 40 percent, 35 
percent, 20 percent and 5 percent, 
respectively.

Quanzhou SME Financing Guar
antee Co has streamlined the 
approval process of GI trademark 
pledge loans. The company con
firms the compliance of the guaran
teed loan projects and no longer 
duplicates due diligence, reducing 
the workload of relevant parties and 
simplifying the loan application pro
cedures.

It also offers preferential guaran
tee rates for GI trademark pledge 
loans to reduce financing costs for 
customers.

Up to now, rural credit unions and 
rural commercial banks in Quan
zhou have extended a total credit of 
more than 200 million yuan for 12 
GI trademarks. The average annual 
lending rate is much lower than the 
interest rates of loans to formers in 
general, said Fujian Rural Credit 
Union’s Quanzhou branch.

In Fuding, a county-level city in 
Fujian province, the white tea indus
try is a pillar industry of rural ritali- 
zation and Fuding white tea is a 
geographical indication product.

In 2020, tea gardens in Fuding 
covered an area of approximately 
20,000 hectares, with tea produc
tion totaling 32,400 tons, of which 
25,300 tons was white tea. More 
than half of the disposable income 
per capita for local farmers comes 
from tea.

In recent years, Fuding Rural Cred
it Union and the local government 
have jointly developed the Fuding 
white tea big data traceability plat
form, which traces the entire process 
of white tea production, promotes the 
standardization of the process and 
protects the brand value of the tea. 

“By using drones to film tea gar
dens, the platform obtains and veri-

i|-

fies infonnation on the area of tea 
gardens, tea varieties and bush age 
to determine the yield of each tea 
farmer per season. The platform has 
collected business information of 
about 70,000 tea formers, brokers 
and companies and created data
bases accordingly?’ said Xie Zhijun, 
head of the business development 
department at Fuding Rural Credit 
Union.

After verifying the tea gardens, 
information cards are created for 
each tea farmer. Tea brokers and 
companies can efficiently identify 
and collect information on tea leaves 
by scanning the QR codes on the 
information cards. Similar informa
tion cards are also created for tea 
companies as well as verified and 
registered tea brokers.

By the end of 2022, a total of 
84,906 white tea traceability infor
mation cards had been issued.

Through collaboration with the 
provincial rural credit union, Riding 
Rural Credit Union has developed a 
white tea financial rating system 
and launched a series of innovative 
loan products.

Tea garden infonnation loans are 
unsecured loans issued by Fuding 
Rural Credit Union through the 
analysis of data available on the Fu
ding white tea big data traceability 
platform.

Loans are offered based on the 
area of tea gardens held by a former 
and their income from tea cultiva
tion. The maximum loan amount is 
200,000 yuan.

As of the end of 2022,1,725 infor
mation loans had been issued, with a 
balance of 131.59 million yuan.

Fuding Rural Credit Union also 
offers a tailor-made loan product 
with a maximum amount of 
500,000 yuan to tea brokers based 
on their trading records on the 
platform.

During the tea season, when the 
leaves are being put on the market, 
brokers have an extremely active 
daily cash flow and often face a 
shortage of working capital.

At the end of last year, the balance 
of loans extended to tea brokers 
reached 213.88 million yuan.

In addition, the lender has active
ly explored new models to activate 
rural production factors for tea com
panies and distributors.

It has launched a white tea ware
house receipt pledge loan business, 
providing loans of up to 2 million 
yuan per borrower to tea companies 
and merchants who hold white tea 
inventory.

Furthermore, Fuding Rural Cred
it Union has also allowed tea compa
nies that meet the loan eligibility 
requirements to pledge their plant 
operating and possession rights in 
the form of a contract to Fuding 
Rural Production Factors Financing 
Platform based on the trading 
records of the Fuding white tea big 
data traceability system, in 
exchange for a loan.

The lender has effectively solved 
the long-standing problem of tea 
companies’ inability to apply for 
loans by pledging their plant assets. 

Currently, 54 tea companies have 
benefited from this new rural pro
duction financing model, with a total 
loan balance of66.08 million yuan.

■

r

vate rural production factors and 
facilitate the internal circulation of 
the rural economy, said Fujian Rural 
Credit Union’s Quanzhou branch.

The Quanzhou Administration 
for Market Regulation and the 
Quanzhou branch of Rijian Rural 
Credit Union have encouraged 
local banking institutions to pro
vide loans to authorized users of 
GI trademarks based on the pledge 
of trademark rights by the 
registrants.

The administration provided a list 
of GI trademark owners and autho
rized users and specified the condi
tions for handling GI trademark 
pledge financing.

Relying on a comprehensive 
information system for rural vitali- 
zation, rural credit unions and rural 
commercial banks in Quanzhou 
have located the authorized users of 
GI trademarks on a grid map, auto
matically pushed them to corre
sponding account managers for 
visits and offered customized lend
ing solutions to meet their financ
ing needs.

The credit limit can reach up to 2 
million yuan and the interest rate is 
capped at 100 basis points higher 
than the one-year loan prime rate, 
the benchmark lending rate of Chi
na’s central bank.

Any authorized user of a GI trade
mark registered in Quanzhou, with 
the agreement of the trademark 
owner, can pledge the trademark as 
collateral for a loan.

The local government has low
ered borrowing costs for authorized 
users of GI trademarks by giving 
interest subsidies to those who make 
regular and timely repayments. In 
addition, guarantee and appraisal 
fees are subsidized at 0.5 percent of 
the loan amount.

Currently, there are 54 GI trade
marks in Quanzhou, covering over

that the aquaculture farmer is a legally 
compliant customer, proriding satel
lite maps to locate fish forms in longi
tude and latitude and monitoring 
risks in a targeted manner.

If loan defaults occur, marine 
investment companies will help the 
bank dispose of the marine area and 
intertidal aquaculture certificates, 
fish form aquaculture facilities and 
sea area usage lease rights.

State-owned guarantee compa
nies provide loan guarantees for

JB
Workers pick tea leaves during a ceremony to mark the first harvest of the year, which occurs each spring, in Ningde, Fujian province, in 
March 2022. yang ena / for china daily

I have never thought that geographical 
indication trademarks could he used for a 
loan application. With the money, I plan to 
further expand the planting area, purchase 
more tea-making machines and produce 
more Narcissus oolong tea.”

it

Covering an area of 10,000 square meters, the world’s largest white
tea drying yard is situated in Ningde. yang ena / for china daily
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Banks create big 
data platform, 
offer GI trademark 
loans to farmers in 
Fujian province to 
boost business

Banking institutions in Fujian 
province have strengthened finan
cial support for local farmers and 
agricultural businesses through 
innovative methods of lending as 
they strive for rural ritalization.

Rural credit unions and commer
cial banks in Quanzhou, Fujian 
province, are issuing geographical 
indication, or GI, trademark pledge 
financing to authorized trademark 
users amid explorations of turning 
intangible resources into tangible 
assets.

Yongchun county in Rijian has 
more than 667 hectares of Narcissus 
oolong tea gardens, with a total pro
duction capacity exceeding 1,500 
metric tons per year. In 2009, Nar
cissus oolong tea from Yongchun 
was awarded the national geograph
ical indication trademark.

The history of Narcissus oolong 
tea can be traced back to the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911). As the legend 
goes, a farmer named Zheng Shi- 
bao and his son went to Fujian to 
make a firing. In 1857, they intro
duced 100 Narcissus oolong tea 
seedlings from Wuyi Mountain to 
Xixi village in Yongchun, where 
they produced tea with a yellow 
hue, fragrant taste and smooth and 
sweet aftertaste. This type of tea 
was later widely introduced to 
southern Fujian.

Zheng Shengyan, who has been 
growing Narcissus oolong tea for 
many years, is an authorized user of 
the GI trademark. In order to 
expand his business, he applied for a 
loan of200,000yuan ($28,992) from 
Yongchun Rural Credit Union’s 
branch in Huyang township, using 
the GI trademark as a pledged asset. 

The Huyang branch of Yongchun 
Rural Credit Union accepted his 
application and offered him a loan 
with a preferential interest rate.

“I have never thought that geo
graphical indication trademarks 
could be used for a loan application. 
With the money, I plan to further 
expand the planting area, purchase 
more tea-making machines and pro
duce more Narcissus oolong tea,” 
Zheng said.

In the past, many formers autho
rized to use GI trademarks were 
unable to obtain bank loans due to 
insufficient collateral, long agricul
tural production cycles, poor risk 
resistance ability and low profits. 
They could only raise funds through 
family, friends or private lending 
channels at higher costs.

Tilings have changed since the 
local government and banking insti
tutions in Quanzhou started pro
moting the transformation of 
agricultural resources with regional 
characteristics into trademark 
brand advantages, in order to acti-

lion yuan per borrower, Li said. 
These efforts have effectively revi

talized new types of production fac
tors, such as fishery raft aquaculture 
facilities, and solved the financing 
difficulties faced by aquaculture 
farmers who cannot meet the 
requirements for obtaining unse
cured loans or lack traditional collat
eral, thus promoting the 
development of the local aquacul
ture industry.

ICBC Ningde branch has been con
ducting regular post-loan inspec
tions of fish form aquaculture sites, 
communicating regularly with 
industry associations, and closely 
monitoring the dynamics of the 
aquaculture industry and changes in 
market prices.

To share die credit risk, the bank 
has signed strategic cooperation 
agreements with local marine invest
ment companies that have sea area 
usage rights and State-owned guar
antee companies.

Marine investment companies have 
assisted ICBC in managing the entire 
lending process, verifying the authen
ticity of a loan applicant’s sea area 
usage rights lease contract, ensuring
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Opinion Line

Seoul needs to be wary of price
to be paid for joining clique

Decoupling a wrong path leading nowhere

B

- I.I YANG, CHINA DAILY

Manila must rethink defense ties with Washington

Pacific islands should shun tug of war

J
What They Say

India’s sway over Bhutan nothing but hegemony
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Ambassador to the Philippines Mar- 
yKay Carlson claimed that their 
cooperation would help develop the 
region’s economy, but the fact 
remains that the Cagayan governor 
has said before that opening trade 
with China creates stronger eco
nomic development. Isabela prov
ince was reportedly “a big channer” 
at the China-AS EAN trade expo in 
2013 and trade has flourished fur
ther over the past 10 years. 

Strengthening military coopera
tion with the US in the two provin
ces will not only ruin their economic 
ties with China, it will also hurt the

security and economic spheres. 
Viewing Bhutan as a “buffer state” 
between India and China, New Del
hi always includes Bhutan in its 
national defense strategy. Then 
Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru claimed as far back as 1959 
that “it is India’s duty to protect the 
territorial integrity and borders of 
Bhutan”. During a visit to Bhutan in 
September 1958, Nehru said that 
“any attack on Bhutan would be 
regarded as an attack on India”. 

In 1962, India used the worsening 
border situation with China to 
deploy troops in Bhutan. Bhutan’s 
military equipment almost entirely 
comes from India and its defense 
plans are made by Indian military 
experts. So for, India has stationed 
troops in Bhutan’s Thimphu, Paro, 
Haa and Chhukha.

India also remains Bhutan’s larg
est aid donor, prompting Bhutan to 
consider India’s interests in its 
domestic and foreign policies. Due 
to natural conditions, India is Bhu-

but the overall trend of economic globalization.
The question Li raised at the news conference — 

How many people are actually benefitting from the 
US’ decoupling practices? — deserves an answer 
from Washington. What threatens the US’ national 
security and interests is its institutional maladies, 
not China’s development. Yet Washington is so 
consumed by its partisan struggles that no efforts 
are made to address these. China is only a conve
nient scapegoat for the US politicians to divert 
domestic attention from the country’s true challen
ges and to build cliques to protect its hegemony.

The Biden administration put 28 Chinese enti
ties on its Entity List on March 2 citing violations of 
its sanctions, which is nothing but typical long- 
arm jurisdiction, and blacklisted another 24 Chi
nese enterprises and one individual for the same 
reason on March 9. The message from the US side 
is clear, Washington is intent on walking farther 
down the wrong path in its China policy.

As Foreign Minister Qin Gang has warned, no 
amount of guardrails can prevent derailing, and 
there will surely be conflict and confrontation if 
the US does not hit the brakes but continues to 
speed down the wrong path. In its haste to reach its 
objective, Washington is taking a reckless gamble 
which puts at stake the fundamental interests of 
the two peoples and even the future of humanity.

well-being and helping them achieve sustainable 
development The wide range of consensus that 
China reached with the Solomon Islands on securi
ty and climate change during then foreign minister 
Wang Yi’s visit to the Pacific nation last May inject
ed new synergy into their win-win cooperation.

Yet China’s commitment to building a community 
with a shared future with the Pacific island coun
tries, especially the cooperation deal with the Solo
mon Islands, has been vilified by the US and its 
regional allies such as Japan as an attempt to expand 
its political and economic reach, and even military 
buildup, in the region. Such has been the extent of 
the smear campaign that Solomon Islands Prime 
Minister Manasseh Damukana Sogavare, in an 
address to the United Nations General Assembly last 
September, said his country had been “unfairly tar
geted” by “a barrage of unwarranted and misplaced 
criticisms, misinformation and intimidation”.

He also said that the Solomon Islands had adopt
ed “a “friends to all and enemies to none’ foreign 
policy”, suggesting that the country does not want 
to take sides in any geopolitical competition for 
sphere of influence.

What the Pacific island countries most urgently 
need are funds, technology, and expertise to help 
them build better infrastructure and deal with the 
climate change crisis, not geopolitical competition 
between major powers. Hopefully, Hayashi will 
bear that in mind during his upcoming trip to the 
three countries.

would compensate Koreans enslaved 
by imperial Japanese companies dur
ing World War II, thus sparing Japa
nese companies’ shouldering their 
responsibility. People crowded in 
Seoul to protest against that. 

And then a senior ROK official 
was quoted by the media as saying 
the country wall seek to accelerate 
its participation in the Quad, which 
currently groups the US, Japan, 
India and Australia and serves as 
Washington’s geopolitical tool in the 
“Indo-Pacific”.

Japan is due to host the G7 sum
mit in May, which President Yoon 
hopes to be invited to. And Japan is 
making it a precondition for an invi
tation to Yoon, though in a tacit 
manner, that the ROK should 
resolve the forced labor issue once 
and for all. Yoon may have also 
thought that this is a good opportu
nity to make a breakthrough in 
ROK-Japan relations by letting 
bygones be bygones.
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he Chinese people have confidence in the 
country’s future and are more inspired 
and resolved than ever to forge ahead 
under the leadership of the Communist

Party of China, which provides a firm guarantee for 
building China into a great modern socialist coun
try, President Xi Jinping asserted in his address to 
the closing meeting of the first session of the 14th 
National People’s Congress, China’s top legislature, 
on Monday.

Saying that the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation is an irreversible historical process, Xi 
stressed that security is the bedrock of develop
ment, stability is a prerequisite for prosperity, and 
that development and security should be better 
coordinated to effectively safeguard national sov
ereignty and territorial integrity and the country’s 
development interests.

Emphasizing the need to invigorate China through 
science and education and the innovation-driven 
development strategy, his speech was a galvanizing 
call to the nation to forge ahead with enterprise and 
fortitude to realize high-quality development at a 
time when it has many internal bottlenecks to over
come and when the external attempts to hinder the 
country’s modernization are intensifying.

Having harvested the lower-hanging develop
ment fruit over the past more than 40 years since it 
launched the reform and opening-up policy in 
1978, the nation now needs to address the many 
tough issues in the reform of key areas in order to 
enjoy the harder-to-harvest fruit necessary for 
high-quality development. To this end, Xi called on 
the country to fully and faithfully apply the new

y highlighting the record high trade vol
ume between China and the United 
States last year, nearly $760 billion, Pre
mier Li Qiang gave a to-the-point reply to

a question on the Joe Biden administration’s 
attempts to decouple the world’s two largest econ
omies at his first news conference in Beijing on 
Monday, two days after taking up his post.

Li’s previous long-term work experience in 
Shanghai granted him many opportunities to have 
contact with senior executives of US enterprises 
operating in China. The confidence and interest 
that the US business community expressed in the 
Chinese economy and market, he said, consolidat
ed his view that there is much potential to be 
tapped in China-US cooperation.

His remarks should serve to convey a clear mes
sage to the US side that China will maintain its policy 
continuity to weave the Chinese economy deeper into 
the fabric of the global industry and supply chains.

The dramatic rise in foreign direct investment in 
China over the past three years, when the US inten
sified its decoupling and containment practices 
targeting China and when the COVID-19 pandem
ic and a series of regional geopolitical tensions 
were seriously taking their toll on the world econo
my, should also awaken Washington to the fact 
that what it is acting against is not a “China threat”

development philosophy on all fronts and acceler
ate efforts to establish a new pattern of develop
ment. He accentuated that greater efforts are 
required to realize industrial transformation and 
upgrading in order to continuously increase the 
country’s economic strength and enhance its capa
bilities so as to achieve greater self-reliance in sci
ence and technology.

To better integrate Hong Kong, Macao and Tai
wan into the country’s endeavor to realize its reju
venation, Xi also called for the interference of 
external forces to be resolutely opposed so that the 
“one country, two systems” policy can be fully and 
faithfully implemented in the Hong Kong and 
Macao special administrative regions and the 
peaceful development of cross-Straits relations 
can be promoted.

But although the eyes of the nation are fixed on 
the modernization path ahead, that does not mean 
that the country is oblivious to the common aspira
tions of the rest of the world.

Xi once again advocated the implementation of 
the Global Development Initiative and the Global 
Security Initiative to promote the peaceful devel
opment of the world, and pledged that China will 
seek to add more positive energy to that endeavor 
by contributing to the building of an open world 
economy and playing an active part in the reform 
and development of the global governance system. 

Shining a light on the nation’s path into the 
future, Xi’s speech affirmed that the relay baton of 
building a great modem socialist country and 
advancing national rejuvenation has been firmly 
grasped by the current leaders of the country.

apanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Haya
shi will reportedly visit the Solomon Islands, 
Kiribati and the Cook Islands in late March. 
That the senior Japanese official visited Fiji

and Palau around 10 months ago reveals the 
increasing importance Japan is attaching to the 
Pacific island countries, which the Japanese media 
have described as a new frontline in the country’s 
competition for influence with China.

The visits, expected to take place from March 18 
to 22, come after China reached a comprehensive 
consensus on many issues including security with 
the Solomon Islands last year. Hayashi thus intends 
to affirm the three island states’ cooperation with a 
“free and open Indo-Pacific”, and is considering sug
gesting security cooperation as well, according to a 
Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper report.

The “free and open Indo-Pacific” concept, first 
raised by Japan in 2016, smacks of the Cold War 
mentality as it portrays China’s rise as a threat to the 
region that must be countered by a United States-led 
alliance of like-minded countries. That Japan is now 
going all out to pursue this confrontational 
approach against China in the South Pacific does not 
augur well for peace and stability in the region.

For decades China has been committed to close 
cooperation on the basis of equality and mutual 
respect with the Pacific island countries in such are
as as poverty reduction, climate change and disas
ter prevention, which has brought tangible benefits 
to the people in the region, greatly improving their

Editor’s Note: SunXihui, an expert in Asian studies from the National Institute of International Strategy of the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, recently wrote an article revealing India’s long-time control and bullying of 
Bhutan. The following are excerpts:

'l;

The Yoon government’s diplomat
ic line, the US-led clique diplomacy 
and tlie Korean Peninsula issue 
have all prompted the aforemen
tioned moves.

Yoon’s presence at the NATO sum
mit last year and his government’s 
close ties with the US, though much 
less barefaced than those between 
Tokyo and Washington in targeting 
China, show that Seoul is attaching 
increasing significance to its rela
tions with the US club, even if it is 
well aware of that club’s true pur
pose.

However, the ROK people’s dis
content with the Yoon government’s 
compromise on historical issues 
with Japan and the damage the 
ROK will cause to its relations with 
China by jumping onto the US’ 
bandwagon to contain China, its 
major trade partner, are the neces
sary costs the Yoon government will 
have to pay.

This year marks the 70th anniver
sary of the alliance between the 
Republic of Korea and the United 
States, and ROK President Yoon 
Suk-yeol is scheduled to visit the US 
on April 26. Ahead of his visit, the 
ROK has sought to curry favor with 
Washington by signaling a rap
prochement with Japan and its will
ingness to join Tokyo and 
Washington in their efforts to con
tain China.

On March 1, the 104 th anniversary 
of the launching of the 1919 Inde
pendence Movement of Korea, a sig
nificant protest movement by 
Korean people that called for inde
pendence from Imperial Japan, Yoon 
said Japan has changed from an 
“invader” to a “partner” which was 
immediately praised by Washington 
as a change opening a new chapter' 
for relations between the two neigh
bors.

Later, the ROK foreign ministry 
announced that a local foundation

China has for six consecutive 
years been the Philippines’ largest 
trade partner.

That’s a good reason for the Phil
ippines to maintain good ties with 
China, rather than giving in to the 
nefarious designs of the United 
States. Two provincial governors, 
namely those of Cagayan and Isa
bela provinces, should worry about 
extending military “cooperation” 
bases to the US, under the 
Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement.

In an interview with the Philip- 
pine-based GMA network, US

After gaining independence from 
Britain, India inherited British colo
nial policies toward Bhutan and 
established the India-Bhutan “spe
cial relationship”, pursuing its 
hegemony in South Asia. In 1949, 
India and Bhutan signed the Treaty 
of Friendship, with India promising 
not to interfere in Bhutan’s internal 
affairs and Bhutan agreeing to be 
guided by India in its foreign rela
tions.

Although the new friendship trea
ty the two countries signed in 2007 
removed such words as “Bhutan 
accepting India’s guidance on for
eign policy”, and focused on consoli
dating and expanding economic, 
cultural and educational coopera
tion, it did not essentially' change 
the basis of India’s control over Bhu
tan.

Their “special relationship” 
makes New Delhi consider itself the 
“protector” of India’s small neigh
bor. India’s control and influence 
over Bhutan is manifested in its

tan’s only transit trade channel and 
tlie most important trading partner, 
giving India the means to influence 
Bhutan’s domestic and foreign poli
cies.

India, thus, tries to restrict Bhu
tan from establishing diplomatic 
relations with other countries. It 
calls Bhutan an independent and 
sovereign state, but it is wary of 
Bhutan’s foreign relations and 
even opposes Bhutan’s contact 
with other countries. It also tries to 
intervene in border negotiations 
between China and Bhutan. Since 
the 1950s, China has resolved bor
der issues with almost all its neigh
bors, except Bhutan, because India 
insists on negotiating on Bhutan’s 
behalf, while China hopes to nego
tiate directly.

India’s control over Bhutan’s secu
rity and economic lifeline allows it 
to interfere in its internal and exter
nal affairs, highlighting New Delhi’s 
regional hegemony in its policy 
toward Bhutan.

local people’s interests. Only the US 
will profit from pitting two Asian 
countries against each other. The 
Philippines will turn out to be the 
biggest loser by having to take sides. 

Some in tlie Philippines, such as 
former president Rodrigo Duterte, 
have questioned the wisdom behind 
the move. Many senators, think tank 
scholars and representatives of civil 
society, too, have raised objections, 
and asked the government to recon
sider its decision in the national 
interest. We hope Manila will take all 
these objections into consideration.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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On the road to a better life for all people
Kang Bing
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Liu Hua

Institutional reform to help strengthen IP protection
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n China, people in remote and less- 
developed regions had been fighting 
against poverty for generations.
Many of them longed for living a bet

ter life without having to leave their home
town. However, the real situation was far 
from satisfying until a few years ago. At the 
end of 2012, for example, about 99 million 
people in rural areas still lived in extreme 
poverty with an average annual income of 
less than 2,300 yuan ($333). A vast majori
ty of them lived in remote mountainous 
areas or barren highlands with poor road 
connectivity.

With such a huge population living in 
abject poverty, China’s determination 
to eradicate extreme poverty once 
and for all sounded like a fairy tale. 
Yet China made the dream come 
true at die end of 2020. In 2021, 
Xi Jinping, general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, declared 
that China had succeeded in 
creating history by eradicating 
absolute poverty in China.

promoting high-quality development and 
expanding high-level opening-up.

The plan aims to improve the IP man
agement system, placing the work of pat
ent and trademark confirmation under 
the CNIPA, while leaving the enforcement 
part to the market regulation department. 
This arrangement will strengthen the pro
tection of IP as a whole by clarifying die 
responsibilities of the CNIPA and the mar
ket regulation department, and the two 
departments will work together to protect 
IP, contributing to the building of a strong 
IP powerhouse. The WIPO Office in China 
(WOC) welcomes the plan and believes 
that this reform will comprehensively 
improve IP creation, utilization, protec
tion, management, and services in China.

China’s achievements in innovation are 
remarkable, with the country ranking 11th 
in the WIPO’s Global Innovation Index 
(GII) in 2022, up 23 places from 2012, and 
the only middle-income economy breaking 
into the top 15. China is already a major IP 
country and a global innovation leader, 
ranking 1st in nine of the 81 innovation 
indicators of the GII. These accomplish
ments demonstrate China’s commitment to 
building a strong IP powerhouse country 
with Chinese characteristics and world
class level, as set out in the Outline of Build
ing a Strong IP Powerhouse (2021-35) and 
die 14th Five-Year National Plan for IP Pro
tection and Utilization.

As the WIPO’s extension in China, the 
WOC values the close and friendly cooper-

of the country is a solemn promise made 
by our Party, and that w'e must wan the bat
tle against poverty.

In 2020, faced with the sudden outbreak 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, Xi emphasized 
that lifting poor people in the rural areas 
out of poverty must be achieved as sched
uled. Without President Xi’s strong leader
ship, the dream of eradicating abject 
poverty might have remained just a dream. 

The strategy and measures of targeted 
poverty alleviation that China has explored 
and implemented have drawn the atten
tion of tiie international community. As a 
result, more and more countries are eager 
to learn from China’s experiences. 

For instance, Bounnhang Vorachith, 
former Laos leader, once visited Shibadong 
village in Hunan province and Ningde in 
Fujian province to study China’s successful 
poverty alleviation program.

China has always linked its future with 
that of the rest of the world. While being 
committed to eradicating poverty in the 
country, China has actively participated in 
international cooperation on poverty alle
viation, acted as an advocate, facilitator 
and contributor to the international cause 
of poverty alleviation, and worked with 
other countries to build a global communi
ty of shared future that is free from poverty 
and pursues common prosperity. China is 
ready to share its experiences with other 
countries to help people all over the world 
lead a better life. And that best reflects Chi
na’s global vision.

ation with China, appreciates China’s sig
nificant achievements in IP development 
and tiie building of innovative ecosystems, 
and sees the huge potential of China’s 
innovation-driven development. The WOC 
wall continue to strengthen coordination 
and cooperation with China, closely con
nect with media, markets, and stakehold
ers in government, academia, and 
business, and provide timely, tailored and 
targeted sendees to empower China’s sci
entific and technological innovation with 
IP and promote high-quality development.

nnovation has become a critical driv
er of global economic development, 
with technological advancements 
such as Al, big data, cloud comput

ing, and block chain paving the way for 
new waves of innovation in the Digital Age 
and Deep Science.

Intellectual Property (IP) has a vital role 
to play in promoting industrial upgrading, 
creating jobs, attracting investment, and 
improving business competitiveness. In 
this context, the Chinese government’s 
institutional reform plan to elevate the 
China National Intellectual Property 
Administration (CNIPA) to a directly affili
ated agency under the State Council is a 
significant step toward enhancing the sta
tus of IP in China’s future strategy and

Editor’s note: Over the past decade, Chi
na’s economic, scientific and technological 
strengths have reached new heights. Imple
menting the new development philosophy 
and promoting high-quality development is 
essential for modernization, writes a veteran 
journalist with China Daily.

were beautiful but unreal, in my middle 
age, dreams were nightmares, but now, life 
is like a dream, better than I could ever 
imagine. I am proud and lucky to be a part 
and a beneficiary of the poverty eradica
tion campaign led by the great CPC.”

nesses and improve overall medical servi
ces. And the local government and busi
ness entities helped sell local products 
online as well as advertised tourist attrac
tions.

All these measures have brought about 
tangible changes to the village, delivering 
remarkable benefits to the villagers. In 
May 2017, Chen moved into his new 
70-square-meter house built by the gov
ernment and got 90,000 yuan in compen
sation for his old house which was later 
used for tourism development. In 2019, 
Dawan village welcomed more than 
300,000 tourists, and Chen’s annual 
income exceeded 40,000 yuan. He not only 
raises cattie and sheep, grows tea and 
medicinal herbs, but also sells local spe
cialties such as homemade green tea to the 
tourists.

In 2020, his grandson completed college 
education with a preferential loan granted 
by the government, and got a good job. 
The old man said: “I have been dreaming 
all my life. When I was young, dreams

The author is director of the World Intellec
tual Property Organization Office in Chi
na. The views don’t necessarily represent 
those of China Daily.

A I. he annual session of the National 
People’s Congress concluded on 
Monday after approving the Gov
ernment Work Report, with new

State leaders elected by the NPC from Fri
day to Sunday.

I have been following the session very 
closely not only because it tells us what the 
country has achieved in the past year but 
also because it sets the socioeconomic tar
gets for 2023 — and because the success or 
failure of achieving these targets will have a 
direct impact on my life and millions of oth
ers like me.

A rough review of the targets set for this 
year gives me an impression that tiie central 
authorities, when setting the new targets, 
have created enough room for unforeseen 
circumstances both domestically and inter
nationally.

Unlike many Western politicians who 
pledge anything that sounds nice to win an 
election, the Chinese leaders set practical 
and realistic development goals. This has 
something to do with the Communist Party 
of China’s ideological line of “seeking truth 
from facts”. It also has something to do with 
the Chinese philosophy of “more haste, less 
speed”.

In my journalistic career, I have inter
viewed hundreds of officials at different lev
els and all of them seemed to agree that the 
best target is the one that can be reached 
with a jump. The targets for this year, 
though, have been set with caution. 

The NPC annual session has set the GDP 
growth target for the year to about 5 percent, 
which is among the highest in the world. 
Still, many say the target is low, arguing that 
the growth rate could be higher, not least 
because tiie economic performance in the 
first two months of this year has been much 
better than expected and the government’s 
policy to boost the economy is bearing fruit 
after three years of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

While such critics’ intentions are good, 
they ignore the feet that the low economic 
growth and the high consumer price index 
in most developed countries may have a 
negative effect on China’s foreign trade 
which makes up about 30 percent of the 
country’s GDP.

What’s more, China has been promoting 
high-quality development as opposed to 
quantitative economic growth, in order to 
facilitate the economy’s transformation 
from labor-intensive to innovation-driven 
development. But that transformation is 
anything but easy to achieve. 

As another Chinese saying goes, “go 
steady and go far’: Following this principle, 
the Chinese leadership lias achieved almost 
all the development targets it has set during 
the previous NPC sessions.

My second impression about the NPC ses
sion is the constancy of policy. The session 
lias again pledged that China will continue 
following the reform and opening-up policy 
— the development approach it has adopted 
since the late 1970s. Analyzing tiie develop
ment policies and measures passed during 
this session, one would not find something 
dramatically new. That in fact reflects the 
country’s constancy of policy. 

China launched reform and opening-up 
in the late 1970s, and Chinese leaders have 
adhered to the policy since then which 
helped them to perform the economic and 
social miracle for which China is known 
today. In 1978, China was ranked 15th 
worldwide in terms of GDP, but by 2010, it 
had surpassed Japan to become tiie world’s 
second-largest economy. Although there are 
many reasons behind the economic miracle, 
I think policy constancy is the most impor
tant of them.

The Party’s leadership enables the coun
try to devise long-term development plans 
and policies such as the reform and open- 
ing-up policy, the 45-year-old Three-North 
Shelterbelt Program (the largest afforesta
tion project in the world) and the national 
rejuvenation to be realized before the end of 
2049.

Such policy constancy should be a lesson 
for countries that change their economic 
and social policies frequently or with the 
change of government. Quite often former 
leaders are either investigated or impris
oned once the opposition comes to power in 
many countries.

Policy constancy and strong governance, I 
believe, will help China achieve its realistic 
targets and improve the lives and liveli
hoods of the people.
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The author is an observer on international
affairs.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of
China Daily.
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One of millions
of success stories

Chen’s is just one of tiie many millions of 
success stories of poverty reduction. Mil
lions of dreamers have been living lives 
better than they could have ever dreamed 
of. The I’arfy is indeed the most important 
contributor to the realization of their 
dreams.

It is important to remember the strenu
ous process through which the Party has 
led the Chinese people in the battle against 
poverty. In the new era, the CPC Central 
Committee, with Comrade Xi Jinping as 
the core, has attached great importance to 
poverty eradication, and mobilized the 
whole Party, the whole country, and all sec
tors of society to win the battle against 
poverty.

President Xi put poverty alleviation at 
the top of his work agenda and devoted 
much of his energy to it. For example, soon 
after the 18th CPC National Congress in
2012, he asserted that to achieve initial 
prosperity in tiie countryside, it is essential 
to raise rural living standards, particularly 
of those of impoverished villagers.

He also emphasized that no single poor 
area or single poor person should be left 
behind in achieving this goal. In 2017, in 
tiie report to the 19 th CPC National Con
gress, Xi said that ensuring that poor peo
ple and poor areas enter the moderately 
prosperous society together with the rest

Policy constancy 
key to success of 
targeted growth

The author is former deputy editor-in-chief
of China Daily.
kangbing@ <hinadaily.com.cn

Eradication of abject 
poverty a miracle

Due to tiie unswerving 
efforts of the Chinese people 
under the leadership of the Par
ty, 98.99 million people in rural 
areas were lifted out of abject 
poverty, and all tiie 128,000 
impoverished villages and 832 
designated poor counties got rid of 
poverty. China has eradicated pov
erty across entire regions, creating a >
miracle in the history of poverty 
reduction and winning international 
praise for its immense contribution to 
the global cause of poverty eradication. 

Moving stories of poverty alleviation 
now abound in every part of the country 
In my village of Dawan, for example, which 
is located deep down in the Dabie Moun
tains on the borders of Anhui, Henan and 
Hubei provinces, the poverty eradication 
campaign has transformed life from 
extreme hardship to relative convenience 
mainly because of better road connectivity 
and the targeted poverty reduction pro
gram.

Only a few people knew about the vil
lage, and even fewer had visited it till a few 
years ago. Youngsters in the village chose 
to migrate to cities in search of a better life, 
with many of them never returning to the 
tillage, leaving the elderly behind strug
gling for survival.

Chen Zeshen, a man who had lived in a 
run-down house for most of his life in 
Dawan tillage, had suffered many misfor
tunes. About 10 years ago, Chen’s only son 
died of a disease, and his daughter-in-law 
soon left the poverty-stricken family with
out even saying goodbye. The death of 
Chen’s wife four years later was the last 
straw that broke his back. Since then, he 
had been living with his grandson in seri
ous poverty, surviving on social assistance. 

In 2016, with tiie implementation of the 
targeted poverty alleviation program, gov
ernment officials, professionals and volun
teers from all walks of life were sent to tiie 
village. Their mission was to help poor 
families like Chen’s to overcome all diffi
culties in their pursuit of a better life. 

Construction and other machinery were 
used to pave roads, dig ditches, build 
bridges and tunnels, and transpoit materi
als. Agricultural professionals helped draw 
plans to rejuvenate the fields and moun
tain slopes, introduced high-yielding grain 
crops and cash crops, taught new fanning 
skills to the rural residents, even picked tea 
leaves and processed tea with the villagers. 
And financial institutions offered prefer
ential small loans to villagers without 
mortgage to launch production projects, 
build new houses, and send youths to col
lege.

Also, extra subsidies were given to guar
antee every child had access to compulsory 
education, while doctors and other medi
cal workers from cities took on rotation 
duty in the village to treat problematic ill-
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The strategy and measures 
of targeted poverty allevia
tion that China has explored 
and implemented have 
drawn the attention of the 
international community. 
As a result, more and more 
countries are eager to learn 
from China’s experiences.
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prevention and control, energy secu
rity, and the low-carbon transforma
tion, China has been pressing ahead 
to realize the “dual carbon” goals in a 
well-ordered manner. Over the past 
years, China has made marked 
progress toward peaking its carbon 
dioxide emissions before 2030 and 
achieving carbon neutrality before 
2060: The share of clean energy in 
total energy consumption has been 
climbing rapidly, the industrial struc
ture continues to be optimized and 
upgraded, and energy efficiency has 
been improving.

Overall, the direction of the global 
green and low-carbon transition will 
not change. According to the BP 
Energy Outlook 2023, by 2050, the 
share of renewables in global prima
ry energy will increase to 65 percent, 
the share of electricity in total final 
energy consumption will increase to 
over one-third, and the share of low- 
carbon hydrogen in primary energy 
will increase to over 13 percent. 

But achieving carbon peaking and 
neutrality requires the concerted and 
collective action of all countries, 
especially when global climate action 
is hindered by factors such as the 
Ukraine crisis.

The US and European sanctions 
against Russia have dealt a heavy 
blow to Europe’s energy system. The 
US is not only cracking down on Rus
sia, but also selling energy to Europe 
at a higher price for extra profit, 
wreaking havoc on global energy 
relations.

China and the US, the world’s two 
largest economies and major con
sumers and producers of energy, 
have suspended their climate cooper
ation in the wake of former US House 
speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to China’s 
Taiwan region. However, the two 
sides have a solid foundation for 
long-term cooperation on tackling 
climate change. The Joe Biden 
administration is taking steps to 
reduce emission to combat climate 
change, and the US Special Envoy on 
Climate Change John Kerry has 
called on the two sides to resume 
bilateral talks on climate issues. In 
the years to come, China and the US 
are likely to deepen bilateral climate 
cooperation.

To achieve the aforementioned 
goals, the key lies in advancing global 
cooperation on the “dual carbon” 
goals on an economy-by-economy 
basis.

First, China needs to further deep
en exchanges and cooperation with 
European nations on green and low- 
carbon technologies.

China should make the most of its 
advantages in the solar and wind 
power industry chains and beef up 
cooperation with European countries 
on renewable energy projects. More 
advanced technologies should be 
introduced from Europe to China 
and the two sides should jointly 
explore cooperation opportunities in

third-country markets. China should 
also strengthen coordination with 
the EU on die latter’s Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism, systemati
cally analyze its functioning mecha
nisms and impacts, and put forward 
China’s coping strategies to guaran
tee its legitimate rights to fair compe
tition and development

Second, China should continue to 
strengthen cooperation with the US 
on combating climate change. 

China should seize the opportunity 
of the US wanting to restart climate 
cooperation to lessen its crackdown 
on China’s new energy industries 
such as the solar PV industry and 
seize more initiative in bilateral coop
eration. China should also increase 
exchanges with the US on the 
strengthening of the global climate 
change governance system and ener
gy governance system and strive for a 
more advantageous position.

Third, China should promote secu
rity through global cooperation such 
as energy supply, transport routes 
construction, and payment and set
tlement systems development. 

China should deepen global 
resources cooperation, open up new 
energy supply channels in order to 
reduce its dependence on the old 
ones, and carry out cooperation in 
the construction of international 
energy trade payment and settlement 
system.

Fourth, China needs to make solid 
progress in jointly building a green 
Belt and Road.

China and countries participating 
in the Belt and Road Initiative should 
double down on efforts to share 
green and low-carbon technologies 
and jointly tackle key problems. Chi
na should give assistance to countries 
in need of coal power plant retrofits 
and help them enhance their green 
electricity generation capabilities. 
China and relevant countries should 
promote green and low-carbon devi
ces and equipment to enter the mar
kets of countries engaged in jointly 
building the Belt and Road and fur
ther optimize the mechanisms for 
green and low-carbon cooperation. 

Last, China should vigorously par
ticipate in reform of the global cli
mate change governance system. 

By participating in the rules-mak- 
ing process in such areas as global 
carbon counting, carbon pricing and 
clean energy cooperation, China 
should push for the building of a cli
mate change governance system that 
better reflects the voice of China and 
the common interests of the interna
tional community.

unless resilience considerations 
are integrated into policy, plan
ning and implementation as well 
as the socioeconomic develop
ment process. With about two 
thirds of the infrastructure and 
socioeconomic assets between 
now and next decades yet to be 
built, investments in risk-in- 
formed urban planning, develop
ment and implementation are a 
must for reducing the mounting 
economic losses, social inequities 
as well as for preventing the cre
ation of new risks.

This requires investing not 
only in building the resilience of 
physical assets and infrastruc
ture, but also fostering the envi
ronmental and socioeconomic 
aspects. United Nations Develop
ment Programme’s Urban Risk 
Management and Resilience 
Strategy seeks to address all 
three dimensions of resilience 
with a focus on the small, transi
tioning and medium-sized cities. 
We urgently need transforma
tional shifts of building resilience 
for sustainable development, 
peace and security, human 
rights, and the well-being for all. 

This is a multilayered effort 
premised on building the foun
dations for next-generation poli
cy instillments in cities. These 
include: setting a direction for 
well-planned, risk-informed and 
climate resilient urban develop
ment; adaptive and inclusive 
governance arrangements; resil
ient production systems, and 
resilient public-service infra
structures; new economic mod
els and articulation of multiple 
development pathways for cities; 
reinforcement and nurturing of 
the social infrastructure; deploy
ing financial solutions and part
nerships to provide long term 
investment toward sustainable 
urban transformation.
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UNDP seeks to address infrastructure, environment 
and socio-economic aspects by focusing on small, 

transitioning and medium-sized cities
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n today’s world, which is 
dominated by risks that are 
increasingly manifesting in 
complex and intersecting

crises, resilience is needed more 
than ever. The COVID-19 pan
demic, Ukraine crisis, climate 
change and the extensive food 
insecurity in many parts of the 
world are all reminders that we 
need to act swiftly to stop the 
continued reversal of the human 
development progress of the past 
years.

Resilience, however, can mean 
different things to different peo
ple. At the United Nations, we 
have identified four key elements 
of resilience building that have 
helped us achieve a common 
understanding. These are: a 
shared understanding of the 
multiple dimensions of risk, as 
well as the wider socioeconomic 
context; the involvement of mul
tiple stakeholders across sectors 
and from the local to global 
scale; a systemic approach to 
understand the knock-on and 
cascading effects of crises; and 
strengthening absorptive, adapt
ive, anticipative, preventive and 
transformative capacities of indi
viduals, households, communi
ties, cities, institutions, systems 
and societies.

Resilience building is, there
fore, a unifying approach that 
cuts across different risk man
agement practices with the aim 
of overcoming the humanitar
ian, development, human rights, 
and peace and security divide in 
support of sustainable develop
ment.

While resilience building must 
of course be pursued at all levels, 
I will focus my short delibera
tions on the local level and the 
issue of urban resilience. Why 
focus on cities? Humanity has 
become an urbanized society 
with more than half of the global 
population living in cities. By 
2050, Asia and Africa will drive 
the largest rapid urbanization 
numbers.

Hundreds of entirely new cit
ies are sprouting around the 
world, at an even fester pace and 
at a bigger scale than in the past. 
According to an estimate in For
bes in 2017, over 40 countries, 
including China, Malaysia,

The author is assistant secretary
general of the United Nations
and the director of the Bureau for 
Policy and Programme Support 
at the United Nations Develop
ment Programme. The author 
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

Nigeria, Morocco, India, Saudi 
Arabia, Ecuador, Oman, Kazakh
stan and Kenya, made massive 
investments in developing new 
cities from scratch. Indonesia 
alone is investing in building 27 
new cities.

Based on a McKinsey survey 
with over 2,600 cities, new and 
old cities alike are at risk of con
current stresses, be it resource 
stresses (energy, water, and 
food), environmental and cli
mate change stresses (biodiversi
ty degradation, earthquakes, 
floods, droughts, and cyclones), 
and/or social stresses (demo
graphic shifts, migration, rising 
poverty and inequalities, weak 
governance and unemployment). 
These stresses are a fertile 
ground for the type of polycrisis 
that we are observing today, and 
they require poly-solutions. 

Cities, governments and com
munities are key actors in any 
crisis response, recovery and pre
vention. This is not different in 
the case of the climate emergen
cy, or in cushioning against the 
impact of the cost-of-living crises 
on the well-being of people. 

As I mentioned earlier, the 
characteristics of our urbanized 
world are leading to a rapid 
accumulation of risks and vul
nerabilities. This underscores 
the need for an integrated 
approach toward resilience 
building. According to data pro
vided by Resilient Cities Catalyst, 
an independent research insti
tute, in the 136 biggest coastal 
cities, 20 percent of their popula
tion and $4.7 trillion in assets are 
exposed to coastal floods. 
Around 90 percent of urban 
expansion in developing coun
tries is near hazard-prone areas 
and built through informal and 
unplanned settlements. Small- 
and medium-sized cities, with 
less capacity to deal with com
plex challenges and risks, are 
likely to have a higher number of 
low-income and low-skilled resi
dents compared to larger metro
politan areas. This calls for 
making cities resilient, safe and 
inclusive places to ensure no one 
is left behind.

Progress to achieve the United 
Nations Sustainable Develop
ment Goals will remain elusive
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The author is executive vice chair
man of the China Center for Interna
tional Economic Exchanges. The
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

he international landscape 
underwent complex and 
profound changes in 2022, 
exerting a far-reaching

impact on global climate action. Glo
bally, affected by such intertwined 
factors as the long-lasting impacts of 
COVID-19, the unabated anti-globali- 
zation sentiment, geopolitical ten
sions, the Ukraine crisis and surging 
commodity prices, a number of Euro
pean nations have restarted coal- 
fired power plants to cope with the 
energy crisis, energy security has 
become increasingly important, and 
the global push for net-zero emis
sions has slowed or even experienced 
setbacks. This is hindering interna
tional cooperation on the “dual car
bon” goals, peaking carbon dioxide 
emissions and achieving carbon neu
trality.

To start with, global cooperation 
on the “dual carbon” goals is chal
lenged by green trade barriers such 
as the European Union’s carbon bor
der tax.

Over the recent years, Western 
developed countries, those of the 
European Union in particular, have 
been strengthening their leadership 
and say in the field of global climate 
action with their advantages in emis
sions reduction policies, technologies 
and standards, by setting up green 
barriers and levying a carbon border 
tax.

For instance, in June 2022, the 
European Parliament adopted 
amendments on the proposal to 
establish a carbon border adjustment 
mechanism. The Clean Competition 
Act — a carbon border adjustment 
mechanism proposal — was intro
duced in tiie United States Senate in 
June 2022. The United Kingdom put 
forward the idea of brokering an alli
ance between the EU and G7 mem
bers for coordinated action on 
carbon border taxes.

Second, geopolitical conflicts have 
worsened the global environment for 
climate cooperation.

The Ukraine conflict has compli
cated the global environment. It has 
dealt a major blow to global com
modity supplies and resulted in an 
energy price spike across Europe, 
with spillovers quickly spreading to 
other nations and resulting in inten
sifying inflationary pressure and eco
nomic downward pressure on 
countries, including China. 

Third, prolonged China-US compe
tition has added uncertainties to 
global cooperation on the “dual car
bon” goals.

The adjustment in Europe’s energy 
supply system and strategic planning 
has created new opportunities for 
China-Europe clean energy coopera
tion, but such cooperation is also 
faced with challenges from major
country competition.

Domestically, despite growing 
pressure in coordinating economic 
and social development, COVID-19

The complex international situation has made China-US 
climate cooperation imperative and set back 

the global push for net-zero emissions
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STEPPING INTO
A NEW CAREER

Cloth shoes help entrepreneur put his best foot forward, Yang Feiyue reports.
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Duan Yuguo, inheritor of
cloth shoemaking

Contact the writer at
yangfeiyue@chinadaily.com.cn

Finishing touches include stuff
ing hot rubber in the shape of differ
ent foot parts in the shoe to fix the 
structure and fine-tune the design. 

“All is done by hand and it takes 
about five to six days to finish a pair 
of cloth shoes,” Duan says, noting 
that at least 2,100 stitches will be 
applied to a pair.

However, it wasn’t plain sailing aft
er he inherited the family shoe skills. 

“There was still a long way to go 
before I could turn those shoes into 
commodity for the market. After all, 
they had been mostly made for our 
own family use,” he says.

Imperial hue
Although Duan’s shoes may not 

have a flashy appearance, they are 
indeed steeped in a rich history and 
carry strong cultural significance, 
Duan explains.

As early as the Emperor Qian- 
long’s reign (1736-96) of the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911), predecessors of 
Duan’s family made cloth shoes for 
court officials with their superb sew
ing and needlework skills.

In the 19th century, earlier gener
ations of his family opened shoe 
stores in Ruyang and places as far 
away as Beijing, and drew in a large 
number of apprentices in Henan.

However, the booming cloth shoe 
family business hit a low ebb after 
social turmoil before the founding 
of the People’s Republic of China in 
1949 and failed to keep up with the 
times afterward.

“It broke off from the time of my 
father, who didn’t carry on the fami
ly tradition,” Duan says.

Fortunately, his mother Shi Xizhi 
managed to learn the craft from his 
grandfather, but she mainly made 
the shoes for domestic use.

“I watched her making the shoes 
in childhood and she let me play with 
the scraps of cloth,” he recalls. “I felt 
curious when those pieces of cloth 
were turned into the shoes I wore.”

These early memories were fresh 
in Duan’s mind when his mother 
suggested reviving the family tradi
tion in 2008. At the time, he was at a 
loss as to his future career, and “was 
doing odd jobs away from home and 
couldn’t find a direction”, he says.

After the conversation, Duan 
came back and started to learn his 
family’s shoemaking skills from his 
mother.

Making a cloth shoe involves 
more than 100 steps, each of which 
makes or breaks the final outcome. 

Described in broad strokes, one 
first needs to paint the shoe sole 
onto cloth before cutting it out with 
a pair of scissors. The step will be 
repeated many times to acquire 
multiple layers of the cloth in the 
shape of the sole.

Then paste is applied on the cloth 
strips to bind edges of the layers of 
cloth to fonn the foundation of the 
sole. Cotton will then be padded in 
and sewn onto the surface with a 
cloth cover.

“That is when the sole is finished,” 
Duan says, adding that crafting the 
sole is the most important step.

After that, the sole is stitched 
together with the upper cloth.

He also spent great effort search
ing for raw materials that were hard 
to come by in his rural home long 
before e-commerce was available.

He had to travel far and wide to 
find such materials as stretchable 
fabric and eyelets (usually reinforced 
with metal rings as a way to thread 
cords through) in Fujian, Zhejiang 
and Shanxi provinces.

“It was really an ordeal, but fortu
nately I didn’t give up,” he says.

His work eventually garnered the 
interest of several shoe plant own
ers, who entrusted him with big 
orders.

In 2012, Duan established his 
cloth shoemaking company in Gao- 
zhuang village. He made a point of 
keeping essential traditional meth
ods while innovatively integrating 
embroidery and other elements.

As a result, he developed a series 
of products that cater to different 
customers, ranging from children to 
the elderly, and his exquisite crafts
manship and rich style earned his 
products interest from the high-end 
market.

“Many of my customers are schol
ars and college professors, who pur
sue comfort,” he says, adding that a 
considerable number of these cus
tomers have opted for his shoes out 
of a sense of nostalgia.

Duan’s wife Chen Na made a 
tough decision and quit her teach
ing job to help him. “The orders 
were piling up and he was working 
around the clock. I felt impelled to 
help,” Chen says.

Now she’s also engaged in the 
handicraft and has even branched 
out to make bags with similar crafts
manship.

In 2017, the Duan family’s cloth 
shoe craftsmanship was named an 
intangible cultural heritage of Ruy
ang county and a time-honored 
brand. At the same time, it was rat
ed among the most popular tour
ism products in Henan’s Luoyang 
city by the tourism and consumer 
departments.
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LA modem twist
Duan spent the following three 

years visiting shoe experts in Shang
hai municipality, Hubei, Shanxi and 
Zhejiang provinces and learning 
various techniques to complement 
his own.

He combed through more than 80 
shoemaking techniques and studied 
and compared them before making 
changes to combine their strength 
and ensure a more comfortable 
wearing experience.

First, he needed to upgrade the 
look of the shoes to cater to the 
needs of modern consumers. “After 
all, shoes in the past were made out 
of old rags and applied way more 
stitches than what is necessary for 
today’s circumstances,” he says. “It 
resulted in toughness at the cost of 
comfort.”

After constant experimenting, he 
found the golden mean.

“Taking size 40 shoes as an exam
ple, the standard for the shoe top is 
95 to 96 stitches. It will not be practi
cal nor aesthetically pleasing if the 
stitches are too dense or sparse,” he 
says.

U.

Top: Duan Yuguo molds cloth 
shoes with a hammer at his 
workshop in Gaozhuang village, 
Ruyang county, Henan province. 
Above left: Local village women 
make tiger-head cloth shoes at 
Duan's workshop. 
Above right: Duan's wife (left) 
discusses cloth shoe sole
making with a woman. 
Left: Visitors check cloth shoes 
at Duan's booth at an intangible 
cultural heritage exhibition held 
by Henan's provincial culture 
and tourism department and the 
Zhoukou city government.

Lbs

loth shoes with “thousand
layered soles” called qian- 
cengdi buxie in Mandarin, 
have long been deemed by

the Chinese, especially the older gen
eration, as a sign of their mother’s 
love. The shoe certainly is a work of 
devotion. Thousands of stitches have 
to be applied to fashion them out of 
layers of paper-thin cloth.

Although modern shoes made 
with high-tech materials have 
claimed center stage, traditional 
handmade cloth shoes have man
aged to survive the test of time and 
hang onto a niche market.

Duan Yuguo has tapped into the 
desire of those who seek comfort the 
old fashioned way and turned his 
family shoemaking heritage into a 
growing business that brings bene
fits beyond his family walls.

A group of women laid siege to 
Duan in early February, listening 
attentively as he demonstrated tips 
on how to make a special kind of 
shoe that has been passed down 
through his family for generations. 

After Duan finished, he got them 
to practice. At his workshop in Gao
zhuang village, Ruyang county, Luo
yang, Central China’s Henan 
province, he taught them to pound 
the soles, trim rough edges and 
shape the shoes.

During the process, Duan 
watched them closely, giving 
instractions to ensure their opera
tions were on the right track. 

“When sewing the shoe top, if the 
stitching is not straight, even by an 
inch, it can affect the appearance of 
the shoe and make it look less 
attractive,” says Duan, who is in his 
40s. “You just have to stick to the 
methods that work and practice 
them over and again, and things will 
turn out fine.”

An array of simple but plush cloth 
shoes featuring diverse elements — 
including refined Suzhou-style 
embroidery, images of tiger heads 
and fashionable patterns — take up 
considerable space in Duan’s work
shop, making it look like a shoe 
museum.

“The shoes are crafted entirely 
from cotton and linen fabrics, using 
a composite made of flour and water 
as glue, without any chemical addi
tives,” Duan says. “This gives the 
shoes a breathable quality and 
makes them comfortable to wear.”
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When sewing the 
shoe top, if the 
stitching is not 
straight, even by an 
inch, it can affect the 
appearance of the 
shoe and make it look 
less attractive. You 
just have to stick to 
the methods that 
work and practice 
them over and again, 
and things will turn 
out fine.”
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Benefiting more
In June 2019, the Ruyang county 

government pooled together 3.6 
million yuan ($517,320) for poverty 
alleviation and launched a cloth
shoe cultural and industrial park. 
Duan then set up a center for pover
ty alleviation in the park and was 
charged with the responsibility of 
helping villagers increase income by 
making cloth shoes.

He says he was more than ready to 
oblige.

“I have a strong personal interest 
in handmade cloth shoes and would 
love to share the art with more peo
ple,” he says. “I also feel the need to 
pass on my inheritance.”

To his surprise, many of the 
households in the area used to have 
a tradition of making cloth shoes 
and did not require much training 
in terms of technical skills. “With 
some guidance and standardiza
tion, they can produce high-quality 
products,” he says.

To date, he has reached out to 
more than 1,000 households in the 
surrounding villages.

Zhao Rulai from Gaozhuang vil
lage learned to make a pair of shoe 
soles in a day after receiving Duan’s 
training. The skill gives her an extra 
income of more than 1,500 yuan a 
month.

“It was very nice of him to enable 
us old women to make money at 
home,” says Zhao, now' in her 60s. “I 
had to return the favor with meticu
lous work”

With the expanded production 
capacity, annual sales of Duan-style 
cloth shoes reached 10,000 pairs, 
retrieving a value of 2.4 million yuan. 

In 2020, Duan-style cloth shoes 
were named an intangible cultural 
heritage of Luoyang and his work
shop started a partnership with the 
intangible cultural heritage study 
and training program ran by the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

Together they have refined the 
cloth-shoe production process 
through greater division of labor. 
Some workers are responsible for 
repairing the soles of the shoes, while 
others embroider the shoe tops.

“This arrangement not only saves 
business costs, but also provides a 
convenient way for local villagers to 
earn additional income during their 
spare time,” he says.

Recently, Duan’s workshop was 
selected as one of 66 exemplary cas
es supporting rural vitalization by 
the Ministry of Culture and Tour
ism, the Ministry of Human Resour
ces and Social Security and the 
National Rural Revitalization 
Administration.

The accolades have given Duan 
more faith and enthusiasm to carry 
on his cause.
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Animal instinct
helps revive heritage

/

Yang Feng, craftsman
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liyingx:iie@chinadaily.com.cn

According to the legend, the peo
ple of Jinan were once plagued by an 
illness for which they had no cure. 
In their desperation, they turned to 
the gods for help. The rabbit god, 
residing in the moon palace, heard 
their plea and descended to Earth 
with a medicine that could heal the 
people.

The immortal proceeded to pour 
the elixir into 72 springs throughout 
Jinan, and as people drank the 
water, die epidemic was eradicated 
and the people of Jinan were saved. 

As a result, a folk tradition 
emerged in Jinan where citizens 
worship a clay rabbit god named 
Tuzi Wang during Mid-Autumn Fes
tival, which is now considered a 
symbol of safety and good health in 
the city.

Yang heard about the tales in 
childhood and wanted to get one, 
but he never found it. Then, after 
helping his classmate to repair a col
ored mud piece, he realized that he 
could make one on his own.

In 2004, Yang noticed there was a 
competition to develop a souvenir 
for Jinan which needed to represent 
local culture and be portable. Yang 
thought that the rabbit god fit all the 
qualifications and spent a whole 
month making one from scratch.

He won top prize at the competi
tion, which encouraged him to quit 
his job as an interior designer and 
devote himself to making effigies of 
the rabbit god.

Shandong craftsman resurrects and modernizes traditional 
rabbit god figurines, Li Yingxue reports.

s you walk into the 
Shandong Arts and 
Crafts Exhibition Cen
ter, you are greeted by a 

magnificent sight: a larger-than-life 
rabbit. Perched atop an auspicious 
cloud, the Tuzi Wang, or “lord rab
bit” is resplendent in a golden hel
met, armor and a flowing red robe, 
complete with four banners on its 
back.

Its face is adorned with an artisti
cally painted Chinese character, 
quan, and the cloud beneath it fea
tures the landscape of Baotu Spring, 
one of the most famous scenic spots 
in Jinan, the capital city of Shand
ong province, East China.

The creator of the rabbit figure is 
Yang Feng, 52, an inheritor of this 
Shandong intangible cultural heri
tage. Located on the second floor of 
the exhibition center is his studio, 
where he displays his works, in dif
ferent designs and sizes, as well as 
the legends and stories associated 
with them.

From a large rabbit general who 
has an imposing and majestic 
appearance to a small rabbit baby 
who looks cute and adorable, Yang’s 
artistic works are exhibited. Yang 
named his works “Quancheng Tuzi 
Wang”, with quancheng meaning 
“the capital of springs” — a nick
name for his hometown, Jinan.

After dedicating two decades to 
perfecting his craft, Yang is commit
ted to presend ng and evolving the 
traditional skill of creating the lord 
rabbit in his own unique style. 

“For me, crafting the rabbit is not 
just a job, but a lifelong career that I 
am passionate about,” he says.

Hou Yangjun, the deputy secre
tary-general of the Chinese Folk Lit
erature and Art Association, 
explains that the practice of wor
shiping the moon with the rabbit 
god can be traced back to the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644) and was prac
ticed mainly in Beijing, Tianjin and 
Shandong’s Jinan and Qingdao. 

“The rabbit god is known as Tu’er 
Ye in Beijing and Tuzi Wang in Jin
an. Despite minor differences in 
their appearance, both of them 
share the same origins and have 
been passed down for several centu
ries. They are traditionally crafted 
from mud and clay,” Hou says.

Above: Yang Feng works 
on a Tuzi Wang figurine. He 

is passionate about 
his craft. 

Top and below: Yang's 
rabbit figures embody the 

history and culture of Jinan, 
Shandong province. 

PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

ral springs in Jinan and lias finished 
several already. On the basis of the 
classic pattern, Yang incorporates 
elements of each location, including 
the spring water, landscape and 
poems, as well as the spring’s name, 
in the character.

According to Yang, the raw mate
rial to make rabbits is usually mud 
taken from the Yellow River. The 
water from the Yellow River will nat
urally clear the sand and leave the 
fine river mud, which has good 
adhesion and strong plasticity with 
no impurities.

It takes a dozen procedures and 
over 30 steps for Yang to make a lord 
rabbit, from molding the mud to 
painting the patterns, and he also 
needs time to design and modify the 
piece.

Yang has added a new procedure, 
that of firing in a kiln. “I’ve learned 
pottery craft and that procedure is 
similar to the way the terracotta 
warriors were made,” he says. 

Yang worked for seven to eight 
hours to make it firm.

“It can absorb the water in the 
pigment and make the color effect 
better,” he explains.

It usually takes him a week to fin
ish one batch of statues, but some
times it can cost more than a 
month.

Speaking of the difference 
between TAi’er Ye and Tuzi Wang, 
Yang says one main element is the 
ears — the design of those on the 
former are fixed, while the ears of 
the latter are linked with spring and 
the color is a bit different.

The second difference is thatlb’er 
Ye’s face has no painting while Tuzi 
Wang’s face does, Yang says, adding 
that the traditional TU’er Ye has one 
banner on its back — or if it does, it’s 
just one — but Tuzi Wang usually 
has four.

Yang recalls his first work was 
bought by a tourist from New Zea
land, and was told by the customer 
that rabbits have an auspicious 
meaning in their country.

In 2006, he went to Singapore to 
take part in an art, culture and tour
ism exhibition. “Many tourists 
bought them as a gift to take back to 
their country. Ihopetheycanalsobe 
a carrier of traditional Chinese cul
ture to more places,” he says.

Spring into action
There were not many clues left 

about what the traditional lord rab
bit looked like. After several dead 
ends, Wang found a book about folk 
toys in Shandong which recorded 
their myths, production procedures 
and photos of them. He was 
thrilled.

He learned from the book that, at 
its peak, there were around 30 
stores across Jinan making models 
of the lord rabbit, and each one had 
its own unique features. However, 
the skill had been fading since the 
1960s.

“I didn’t want to replicate the pre
vious ones recorded in the book, but 
to find my own style,” he says.

Yang made a plan to create 72 rab
bit statues to represent the 72 natu-

Atw

I didn’t want to 
replicate the 

previous ones 
recorded in the 
book, but to find 
my own style.”
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He founded his studio in 2007 
and, after moving several times, he 
relocated the studio to the Shand
ong Arts and Crafts Exhibition Cen
ter last year.

Besides his working area and a 
display of his statues, there are also 
many cultural creative products fea
turing the lord rabbit, including 
T-shirts, puzzles, badges and note
books, as well as an area for people 
to try their hands at making a rabbit 
figure themselves.

During the weekends and holi
days, many locals bring their chil
dren to Yang’s store to make their 
own rabbit statues. There are also 
tourists from across the country 
who come specially to see his 
works.

An old woman came to his studio 
and shared with Yang her childhood 
stories about the lord rabbit: When 
she was a child, each time she got 
sick, her father would buy her a new 
rabbit figure.

“When older people share with 
me their stories, there is light shin
ing in their eyes,” Yang says. 

“I know the one in their memory 
is not the same as my creations, yet 
mine can remind them of old, happy 
times, which gives me a warm feel
ing.”

As 2023 marks the Year of the 
Rabbit, Yang has expressed his 
intentions to further expand his 
artistic repertoire by creating more 
new works, while also exploring col
laborations with other art forms to 
generate fresh sparks of creativity. 

Moreover, Yang has been actively 
engaging with other intangible cul
tural heritage inheritors in Jinan, 
holding discussions on ways to 
incorporate additional elements of 
intangible cultural heritage into his 
rabbit creations. He says that he 
aims to develop new lord rabbit fig
ures that showcase the rich cultural 
heritage of Jinan.

“I keep thinking how to infuse 
more elements of Jinan into my 
works. I hope that tourists can see 
the variety and get to know the sto
ries behind them, as well as Jinan’s 
history and culture, and fall in love 
with the city,” Yang says.
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Hidden Blade is cutting edge
Wartime thriller gives audiences a classy tale of intrigue and espionage, Xu Fan reports.
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Cheng Er, director

Visually impaired delegate has inclusive vision for country
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Wang Yongcheng during an interview with the media as a deputy to 
the National People's Congress in Beijing on March 7. 
ZHANG XINXIN / XINHUA

NHC officials have brought back my 
suggestion on blind masseurs, and I 
have exchanged contact information 
with the NPC organizers so that they 
can brief me on the handling of my 
proposal regularly he says.

“Good suggestions from the pub

lic can be channeled easily and result 
in solutions to resolve people’s prob
lems. This is what the whole-process 
people’s democracy looks like in my' 
opinion,” Wang says.

After the conclusion of the major 
political season, Wang will return 
home with the latest information on 
positive policies for people with disa
bilities, and he plans to engage in 
campaigns to raise policy awareness.

books for students with visual 
impairment who are enrolled in reg
ular schools.

The lawmaker says discussions 
with other deputies and officials, 
who sat in at the event, had helped 
him improve his proposals. “The

Many important moments in life happen at 
the dining table. So, in my film, dishes not 
only serve as food but also play a role in 

driving the story forward.”

espite not being a native 
of Shanghai, director 
Cheng Er has been enam
ored by the city in a way

that is both historical and tranquil, 
with most of his movies set in the 
metropolis.

The latest outing of the 47-year- 
old director, Hidden Blade, once 
again turns the lens to Shanghai, 
immersing the audience in a sophis- 
ticatedly structured espionage 
thriller that pays tribute to the 
unsung heroes who risked their lives 
in the War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression (1931-45).

With a stellar cast, featuring 
Hong Kong superstar Tony Leung 
Chiu-wai and pop idol Wang Yibo, 
the movie opened domestically dur
ing Spring Festival and has grossed 
more than $660,000 in North 
America since its overseas release in 
late February, according to the US 
website Box Office Mojo.

For most industry observers, the 
movie, alongside fellow Spring Fes
tival blockbusters such as 77re Wan
dering Earthll, represents the effort 
of Chinese filmmakers to return to 
the global cinematic landscape after 
the country adjusted its pandemic
control measures.

Narrated in several overlapped 
timelines between 1938 and 1946, 
the twists-studded movie stars 
Leung as an intelligence agency’s 
chief working for Wang Jingwei’s 
puppet regime manipulated by 
Japan, and casts actor Wang as the 
character’s subordinate. Set in a 
tumultuous era, the film explores 
how their true identities are gradu
ally revealed as they navigate their 
dealings with the enemies.

Due to visual impairment, Wang 
Yongcheng cannot see the magnifi
cent interior of die Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing, but that does not 
stop him from navigating the gar
gantuan building to pursue his 
ambitions.

A newly elected deputy to the 
National People’s Congress, China’s 
top legislature, Wang is working to 
represent China’s 85 million people 
with disabilities during the country’s 
most important legislative and dem
ocratic event.

“My mission is to amplify the voi
ces of people with disabilities, and 
make suggestions to help resolve 
their issues,” says Wang, also vice- 
chairman of the China Association 
of the Blind.

The “two sessions” are the annual 
meetings of the national legislature 
and the National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consulta
tive Conference, the country’s top 
political advisory body. The event 
has gathered thousands of national 
legislators and political advisers to 
review government reports and oth
er legal documents, and discuss

In this scene, the character played 
by Huang, meets with Leung’s spy 
chief character in a confidential 
meeting. The traitor wants to 
exchange valuable information for 
his safety and money to return to his 
rural hometown. In this subtle and 
tense atmosphere, both actors deliv
er nuanced performances, using 
their delicate facial emotions to 
reveal their unknown secrets.

Food, ranging from eastern Chi
na’s delicacies to Japanese dishes 
and Western pastries, plays a sig
nificant role in the movie. The film 
crew constructed a kitchen on the 
set, recruited a chef who excels in 
Japanese cuisine, and reserved 
some delicacies from a restaurant 
known for cooking trademark 
dishes from Ningbo in Zhejiang 
province.

“Drunken shrimp” appears in two 
important scenes in the film, serv
ing as a metaphor for the complicat
ed humanity of both brutality and 
compassion. The typical Ningbo 
dish is made by immersing living 
freshwater shrimp in a plate of 
white liquor, or baijiu, and eating 
them with a special sauce.

“Many important moments in life 
happen at the dining table. So, in my 
film, dishes not only serve as food 
but also play a role in driving the 
story forward,” says the director.

Currently, the movie has raked in 
more than 920 million yuan ($132.8 
million) in China, making it the 
fourth highest-grossing film this 
year, according to the box-office 
tracer Beacon.

mostly characterized by their art
film style, deftly structured sus
penseful narratives, and nonlinear 
storytelling techniques. Through 
his works, the director explores the 
complexity of human nature and 
the impact of historical events on 
individuals.

So, despite having barely finished 
the script before the start of shoot
ing, Cheng managed to attract some 
top stars to act in his films.

He recalls that Leung, one of the 
most sought-after Chinese actors, 
felt good while reading the script 
draft of Hidden Blade, which had 
just 30 pages, or a quarter of the reg
ular length, after Cheng contacted 
his wife, actress Carina Lau Ka-ling. 

After watching The Wasted Times 
in a Hong Kong cinema, Leung 
decided to collaborate with Cheng, 
traveling to Shanghai for prepara
tions, including practicing his Man
darin lines, which was a challenge 
for the Cantonese-speaking actor.

Interestingly, Cheng, also served 
as tiie scriptwriter of all his movies, 
often revised the script or wrote 
new content for unfinished tales 
during the shoot, as he says he 
believes that the stress brought by 
the deadline gave him inspiration. 

One example of the results of this 
unique “habit” is the character 
played by actor Huang Lei, who por
trays a CPC underground worker 
that turns out to be a traitor. 

“I wrote some new scenes that 
amounted to around five to six 
pages. Then I realized that the story 
needed a new character to explain 
certain hints and twists. As a result, 
I ‘accidentally’ came up with my 
favorite scene,” recalls Cheng.

issues of public interest
Wang has brought two sugges

tions to this year’s NPC gathering, 
including one on the licensing of 
blind masseurs and their clinics.

China lias issued licenses to tens 
of thousands of people with partial 
or full sight impairment to recognize 
their “medical masseur” profession 
as a way of improving their incomes. 
After research among practitioners, 
Wang found that in reality, these 
licenses are often unrecognized by 
the country’s medical system, lead
ing to difficulties in the registration 
of many such massage parlors.

Wang thus proposed the reform of 
the digital registration system for 
blind masseurs and clinics to the 
National Health Commission and 
other relevant agencies.

“Resolving their job registration 
issues can help more people with 
visual impairments secure stable 
jobs, thus consolidating their gains 
in the battle against poverty,” he 
said in a speech during an NPC 
group discussion.

Wang’s second suggestion con
cerns the provision of large-font text-

Wang Yongcheng,
vice-chairman of the China
Association of the Blind, and a 
deputy to the National People’s 
Congress

Hidden Blade, a Chinese spy film that explores the tumultuous 
period of Shanghai's wartime history, features a stellar cast, ranging 
from Hong Kong superstar Tony Leung Chiu-wai (right, top) to actor 
Dong Chengpeng (left, top), more known by his stage name Dapeng, 
actress Zhou Xun (middle) and actor Huang Lei (above). 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

The movie marks Cheng’s return 
to his beloved Shanghai-set artistic 
suspense genre after a seven-year 
hiatus following The Wasted Times, 
a critically acclaimed movie that 
also revisited 1930s Shanghai. Its 
ensemble cast includes Chinese 
A-listers Zhang Ziyi and Ge You, as 
well as Japanese actor Tadanobu 
Asano.

A native of Jingzhou, Hubei prov
ince, Cheng graduated from the 
directing department of the Beijing 
Film Academy. Between 1999 and 
2008, he worked in Shanghai and 
led a life that he describes as “com
fortable, elegant, and leisurely’:

Spending much of his free time 
sipping coffee at cafes or hanging 
out with friends, Cheng recalls 
being captivated by the unique 
atmosphere of Shanghai, which led 
him to delve deeper into the city’s 
history.

The historical chapter that fasci
nated him most was the city’s com
plicated status during World War II. 
As it is depicted in the movie, 
Shanghai — then China’s most cos
mopolitan city — saw struggles and 
conflicts between Japanese invad
ers, its puppet government, resist
ing Kuomintang spies and the 
Communist Party of China’s under
ground workers.

Although he has had a lengthy 
career as a filmmaker spanning 
more than two decades, Cheng has 
directed only four feature-length 
movies, making him known in Chi
nese movie circles for a unique style. 

From his directorial debut Crimi
nal (1999) to Lethal Hostage (2012) 
and the last outing The Wasted 
Times (2016), Cheng’s films are
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The NPC deputy testified to the 
steadily improving living conditions 
of this population group, thanks to 
continuous attention and increasing 
investments from the Party, state 
and society.

“During the NPC session, I was 
offered a Braille computer in my 
hotel room and a barrier-free car 
took me to and from the Great Hall 
of tiie People. The conference secre
tariat made a call to establish my 
needs so that I could perform my 
duties with ease,” he says.

The report to tiie 20th National 
Congress of tiie Communist Party of 
China, held in October, pledged to 
improve the social security and ser
vice systems for people with disabili
ties, and to promote the 
comprehensive development of 
related programs.

“I will convey to my friends with 
disabilities that the entire country is 
lighting the path for us,” Wang says. 
“In the meantime, we’re all contribu
tors to China’s construction of a 
great modern socialist country.”

My mission is to 
amplify the voices of 
people with 
disabilities, and make 
suggestions to help 
resolve their issues.”
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