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Respect key for modernization
of planet’s civilizations, says Xi See page 2
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US, Russia differ on cause of drone crash in Black Sea
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Agencies and Ren Qi in Moscow 
contributed to this story.

Pamela Cerruti empties coins on Tuesday at a flooded laundry 
in the community of Pajaro in Monterey County, California, the 
United States. California had put nearly 27,000 people under 
evacuation orders due to flooding risks, noah berger/ap

ers didn’t use their weapons, didn’t 
come into contact with the unmanned 
aerial vehicle, and they safely returned 
to their base.”

The statement said that Russian 
warplanes didn’t cause the crash of 
the drone, which the Pentagon said 
was on a routine intelligence, surveil
lance and reconnaissance mission.

The Pentagon called the intercept 
“reckless and unprofessional” Spokes
man Brigadier General Pat Ryder 
would not say whether the aircraft 

Xi Jinping, general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China Cen
tral Committee, proposed the Global 
Civilization Initiative on Wednesday, 
calling for respect for the diversity of 
civilizations.

Xi, who is also China’s president, 
made the remark from Beijing in a 
keynote speech to the CPC in Dia
logue with World Political Parties 
High-Level Meeting, which was held 
via video link.

With the theme of “Path Towards 
Modernization: the Responsibil
ity of Political Parties”, the virtual 
meeting gathered representatives 
from more than 530 political parties, 
political organizations, think tanks 
and media from across the world. 
World political leaders, including 
South African President Cyril Rama
phosa, Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro and Serbian President Alek
sandar Vucic, also participated in the 
meeting.

Xi said that tolerance, coexistence, 
exchanges and mutual learning 
among different civilizations play 
an irreplaceable role in advancing 
humanity’s modernization process, 
as all countries and their future are

The MQ-9, according to a statement 
on Tuesday from Russia’s Defense 
Ministry, was flying over the Black 
Sea near the Crimean Peninsula and 
intruded in an area that was declared 
off-limits by Russia as part of its spe
cial military operation in Ukraine, 
causing the military to scramble fight
ers to intercept it

‘As a result of a sharp maneuver, the 
MQ-9 drone went into unguided flight 
with a loss of altitude and crashed into 
the water,” it said. “The Russian fight

Russia and the United States 
offered different accounts on 
Wednesday of the crash of a US intel
ligence drone into the Black Sea, 
an incident that added to tensions 
between Moscow and Washington 
over the Ukraine crisis.

According to a Reuters report, the 
US military MQ-9 Reaper surveil
lance drone crashed on Tuesday after 
being intercepted by Russian fighter 
jets. The Pentagon said one of the 
Russian Su-27jets struck the propel
ler of the drone, making it inoper
able. Moscow, however, blamed the 
drone’s “sharp maneuver” for the 
crash and said its jets did not make 
contact with the aircraft.

The downing appeared to be the 
first time since the height of the 
Cold War that a US aircraft was 
brought down after an encounter 
with a Russian warplane, The Asso
ciated Press said.

Food Programme and World Health 
Organization — have collaborated to 
produce this flagship report, which 
shows that the situation continues 
to deteriorate.

Asia and the Pacific region are 
malnourished. Slightly more than 
1 billion people are food-insecure, 
and almost 2 billion cannot afford 
a healthy diet. This region con
tinues to have the highest levels 
of stunting (a measure of chronic 
nutritional deficiency) and wast
ing (a measure of acute nutritional 
deficiency) among children under 
the age of 5.

While that’s staggering, there 
could be worse to come. That’s 
because the numbers from this lat
est report do not capture the more 
recent impacts of price hikes on 
food, feed, fuel and fertilizer and the 
lack of access to finance—known as 
the 5F crisis.

was armed. The US had not recovered 
the drone, US Air Forces Europe said 
in a statement, and neither had Rus
sia, Ryder said.

US President Joe Biden was briefed 
on the incident by National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan, according to 
White House national security spokes
man John Kirby.

He said that US State Depart
ment officials would relay to Rus
sian counterparts “our concerns 
over this unsafe and unprofession
al intercept” and emphasized that 
the incident wouldn’t deter the US 
from continuing its missions in 
the area.

Russian Ambassador to the US 
Anatoly Antonov said that the US 
drone flight was a “provocation” 
and argued that there was no rea
son for US military aircraft and war
ships to be near Russia’s borders.

boosts the common development of 
the entire world, he added.

Noting that China’s path toward 
modernization is the right course of 
peaceful development, Xi said that 
in pursuing Chinese modernization, 
the country will neither tread the old 
path of some countries of coloniza
tion and plunder, nor the crooked 
path taken by some countries to seek 
hegemony once they grow strong.

He said that modernization is 
not “an exclusive patent” of a small 
handful of countries, and neither is 
it a question with a single answer. It 
cannot be realized by a cookie-cutter 
approach or simple “copy and paste,” 
he added.

“For any country to achieve mod
ernization, it needs to not only fol
low the general laws governing the 
process, but more importantly con
sider its own national conditions and 
unique features,” Xi added.

Xi called on political parties 
from around the world to focus on 
people’s aspirations for a better life 
and further progress of civilization 
and strive to achieve material abun
dance, political integrity, cultural- 
ethical enrichment, social stability 
and pleasant living environments.

“In this way, modernization will 
promote the sustainable develop
ment of humanity by increasing the 
well-being of this generation and 
protecting the rights and interests 
of future ones,” he added.

Many of us are hoping that 2023 
will be a year when the world in 
general, and the Asia and Pacific 
region in particular, will regain their 
footing after nearly three years of 
restrictions related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. And while there are indi
cations that this is beginning to hap
pen, it is difficult to escape the sense 
of deja vu about the present state of 
food insecurity and malnutrition in 
the world’s most populous region.

Soon after the Sustainable Devel
opment Goals of the United Nations’ 
2030 Agenda were declared in 2015, 
the Asia-Pacific region found itself 
stumbling in the fight against hun
ger. Then we started to regress, 
going off track toward achieving 
SDG2 — the zero hunger target — 
and now we look likely to lose our 
way entirely unless urgent, systemic 
and multisectoral actions are taken.

I regret to say that in the recent 
report “Asia and the Pacific — 
Regional Overview of Food Security 
and Nutrition” the numbers of mal
nourished make for a depressing 
read. This is the fifth year that four 
UN agencies — the Food and Agri
culture Organization, the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, the World

convergence of ideas and interests, 
Xi said.

He called for leveraging the 
strength of a new type of party-to- 
party relations for building a new 
type of international relations and 
expanding global partnerships by 
fostering stronger partners with 
world political parties.

The Global Civilization Initiative 
is one of the major initiatives that 
Xi has proposed with a global vision 
to promote global peace, security, 
development and harmony.

He also has proposed the Global 
Development Initiative and Glob
al Security Initiative against the 
backdrop of profound changes in 
the international landscape, and 
has called for countries around the 
world to advance the building of 
a community with a shared future 
for mankind and jointly cope with 
mounting global challenges.

During his speech, Xi also elabo
rated on Chinese modernization, 
saying that the ultimate goal of mod
ernization is people’s free and com
prehensive development.

The Chinese path to moderniza
tion is a sure path for China to build 
a stronger nation and realize nation
al rejuvenation, and it is a path that 
the country must take to seek prog
ress for humanity and harmony for 
the entire world, he said.

This path not only delivers ben
efits to the Chinese people, but also 

first elected Chinese president, he 
expounded on the “Chinese Dream” 
saying the dream is about making 
the country prosperous and strong, 
rejuvenating the nation and deliver
ing a happy life to its people.

Modernizing China has been a 
persistent pursuit of the Chinese 
since the Opium Wars. Over the 
course of a century, generations 
of Chinese, led by the CPC, have 
charted a distinctively Chinese 
path toward that goal.

Bom in 1953, Xi started his polit
ical career as the Party chief in a 
small village in Northwest China. 
From there, over the past half-cen
tury, Xi worked his way up through 
almost every level of the Party’s 
hierarchy. He has amassed exten
sive experience and made notewor
thy accomplishments throughout 
his career.

Xi was first elected to the Party’s 
top post in late 2012. For the first 
time, the position was held by a per
son bom after the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China in 1949.

Since then, he has taken the 
nation on an ambitious path of 
revival, according to internation
al media reports. Xi has a clear 
vision for China, to see it as a 
powerful country in the world, 
the reports said.

Strikes over pension reform sees 
rotting garbage piling up in Paris

Visitors flock to 35th Beijing Book Fair 
in sign of publishing sector’s revival

An MQ-9 drone flies over the Nevada Test and Training Range in 
the US in January 2020. william rosado/ us air force/afp
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About five months after his elec
tion as general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China Cen
tral Committee, Xi Jinping won his 
third term as Chinese president at 
the annual session of the national 
legislature, which concluded on 
Monday.

WITH POPULAR MANDATE,
XI JINPING SPEARHEADS NEW
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In proposing a Global Civilization Initiative, 
president says tolerance, coexistence crucial
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now closely connected.
“Countries need to uphold the 

principles of equality, mutual learn
ing, dialogue and inclusiveness 
among civilizations, and let cultural 
exchanges transcend estrangement, 
mutual learning transcend clashes, 
and inclusiveness transcend any 
sense of superiority”

Xi called for advocating the com
mon values of humanity, saying that 
peace, development, equity, justice, 
democracy and freedom are the 
common aspirations of all peoples.

He emphasized that countries 
need to refrain from imposing their 
own values or models on others and 
from stoking ideological confronta
tion.

Xi underlined the need to pro
mote international people-to-people 
exchanges and cooperation. He said 
countries should explore the build
ing of a global network for inter-civ
ilizational dialogue and cooperation, 
and jointly advance the progress of 
human civilizations.

The CPC is committed to strength
ening exchanges and cooperation 
with other political parties to pur
sue the just cause together, and it is 
ready to deepen interactions with 
political parties and organizations 
in other countries to expand the

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and China’s president, attends the opening 
ceremony of the CPC in Dialogue with World Political Parties High-Level Meeting via video link and delivers a keynote address on 
Wednesday, liu bin/xinhua
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At the first session 
Inside of the 14th National 

“ People’s Congress, 
See more, Xi was also elected 
page 5 chairman of the 

country’s Central 
Military Commis

sion. Assuming the top posts in 
the Party, the State and the armed 
forces, Xi is leading the country of 
1.4 billion people on a new journey 
to modernization.

Wrapping up the session, Xi 
delivered a closely watched speech 
to a gathering of nearly 3,000 law
makers. “The people’s trust is my 
biggest motivation moving forward 
and is also a weighty responsibility 
on my shoulders,” Xi said.

Xi announced that the central task 
of the entire Party and all Chinese 
people, from this day forward to the 
middle of the century, is to build 
China into a great modem socialist 
country in all respects and advance 
national rejuvenation on all fronts. 

“The relay baton has been passed 
on to our generation,” he said.

A decade ago, when Xi was

By CAO DESHENG
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn
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WORLDWATCH
By Jong-Jin Kim

Factory activity 
shows signs of 
new vibrancy

New agri-food systems 
needed in Asia-Pacific
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achieved “historic changes, sys
tematic reshaping and overall 
reconstruction” in many fields, 
ranging from the economic, politi
cal, cultural, social and ecological 
protection systems, to national 
defense and the Party’s own insti
tutions.

He made the decision to 
enshrine the statement of “allow
ing the market to play a decisive 
role in resource allocation and let
ting the government play a better 
role” into the Party’s documents,

free trade pilot zones from one to 
21. The entire island of Hainan was 
turned into a free trade port.

Xi Jinping, newly elected general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee during the first plenary session of the 20th
CPC Central Committee, waves to journalists reporting on the 20th National Congress of the CPC. pang xinglei / xinhua

In other aspects of institutional 
development, Xi oversaw the reform 
of the talent system to enable 
researchers at the forefront of sci
ence to benefit from their intellectu
al property rights.

A milestone CPC resolution 
adopted in 2021 states that the Party 
has affinned Xi’s core position on 
the Party Central Committee and in 
the Party as a whole, and affirmed 
the guiding role of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era.

This, according to the resolution, 
reflects the common will of the Par
ty, the armed forces and Chinese 
people of all ethnic groups, and is of 
decisive significance for advancing 
the cause of the Party and the coun
try in the new era and for driving 
forward the historical process of 
national rejuvenation.

Xi considers the affirmation of his 
core status to be a weighty responsi
bility. In his words: “To honor the 
trust of the Party and the people, I 
will dedicate myself to the utmost 
and be willing to endure any hard
ship without hesitation.”

Party theorists say Xi’s sustained 
leadership in the Party and State 
apparatus provides direction, sta
bility and continuity for China’s 
development. They said this is con
ducive to strengthening the Party’s 
overall leadership and is an impor
tant manifestation of the political 
and institutional advantages of 
socialism with Chinese characteris
tics.

Lu Man, who is an NPC deputy 
and head of an agricultural coopera
tive in Jiangsu province, said the 
unanimous vote electing Xi as die 
Chinese president is a major out
come of this year’s two sessions. Lu 
added that the result is what people 
have been hoping for and is 
required to advance the Party and 
the State’s causes.

From the 20th CPC National Con
gress to this year’s two sessions, a 
new cohort of officials have 
assumed positions of governance, 
including members and alternate 
members of the Party Central Com
mittee, ministers and provincial
level Party chiefs. Xi urged them to 
strive diligently and avoid letting 
down the expectations of die peo
ple.

According to Party insiders 
familiar with the matter, these new 
leading officials “share some com
mon traits” including their strong 
abilities in terms of political judg
ment, comprehension and execu
tion.

In die meantime, the military has 
also completed its leadership transi
tion, with a new Central Military 
Commission team and a new 
defense minister.

In early November, Xi visited the 
military’s joint operations com
mand center and called for “com
prehensively strengthening military 
training and preparedness”. He 
emphasized multiple times “the 
absolute leadership of the Party over 
the people’s military1:

According to Xi, the Party’s 
leadership defines the fundamen
tal nature of Chinese moderniza
tion.

Given the immense size of the 
Party and the country, it is impos
sible to achieve anything without 
the authority of the CPC Central 
Committee and its centralized 
and unified leadership, as well as 
the conformity of the nation, Xi 
said.

“General Secretary Xi has the cha
risma to unify the whole Party. He is 
our backbone as the nation charges 
ahead on the new' journey toward 
modernization,” said Cai Hongxing, 
president of Yanbian University, 
who is also an NPC deputy.

A new start
The NPC is considered a major 

platform to turn the Party’s proposi
tions into the will of the nation. This 
means that grand strategies for Chi
nese modernization, laid out at the 
20th Party congress, are being 
translated into concrete plans at the 
tw'o sessions.

In 1979, late Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping introduced the term “Chi
nese modernization” at the begin
ning of reform and opening-up as a 
reference to xiaokang, or a well-off 
society. After achieving this goal, the 
CPC proposed the goal of a moder
ately prosperous society in all 
respects.

Based on media reports, Xi first 
used the term “Chinese moderni
zation” in a public speech in 
December 2015 while leading 
efforts to formulate a develop
ment blueprint aimed at propel
ling the nation toward a 
moderately prosperous society in 
all respects.

The core
In 1969, Xi left Beijing for a small 

village on the Loess Plateau to live 
as a farmer, sharing the same fate 
as millions of youths who came of 
age during the “cultural revolution” 
(1966-76).

For someone like Xi who grew up 
in Beijing, life in the countryside 
was extremely difficult at the begin
ning. Villagers often w'ent without 
meat for several months. Despite 
the hardships, Xi looked back on 
this experience as the time when he 
truly understood die struggles of the 
common people and society.

This unique experience fueled 
Xi’s determination to always do 
something for the betterment of 
the people.

While many of his college peers 
opted to go abroad, Xi applied to 
work in a poor county called 
Zhengding in Hebei province in the 
early 1980s.

In 2012, soon after taking office 
as the general secretary, Xi visited 
poor rural families in Hebei. In Gu 
Chenghu’s home, Xi sat on a heated 
brick bed and chatted witii him.

“I have come here to check your 
living conditions and see what 
more the Party’s leadership can do 
for you and people like you,” Xi said. 

He held up Gu’s sleeve and 
showed it to the officials around 
him, saying, “Look, his coat is worn 
out”

At the time, there were around 
100 million rural Chinese living 
under the poverty line of an annual 
income of 2,300 yuan (about $366). 

In less than a year, Xi put forward 
the targeted poverty alleviation 
strategy, and over the span of about 
eight years sent 255,000 work 
teams and 3 million cadres to talla
ges, providing one-on-one assist
ance to impoverished farmers.

Xi himself conducted over 50 
inspections and research studies 
on poverty alleviation, which 
included visits to all 14 regions with 
high concentrations of extreme 
poverty.

On Feb 25, 2021, Xi announced 
that absolute poverty had been 
eliminated in China.

China’s poverty reduction rate 
has been notably foster than the 
global average, making it the coun
try with the largest number of peo
ple lifted out of poverty worldwide. 

“If not for Xi’s personal push, 
poverty reduction would have been 
even more difficult and taken 
longer,” said Zeng Shoufu, who 
once worked as a village poverty 
alleviation cadre in Fujian prov
ince.

Another challenge was corrup
tion. Upon taking the Party’s top 
office in late 2012, Xi cautioned that 
“if corruption is allowed to spread, 
it will eventually lead to the col
lapse of the Party and the fall of the 
State”.

Less than a month into the job, 
he fired the first shot in his war 
against corruption. Over the course 
of 10 years, high-ranking “tigers”, 
including a former member of the 
Standing Committee of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Commit
tee, were taken down.

Over 500 centrally administered 
officials, most of whom were at or 
above the ministerial level, were 
investigated. Crooked officials who 
fled overseas were brought back 
through anti-corruption opera
tions initiated by Xi.

In 2018, he announced that an 
“overwhelming victory” against 
corruption had been achieved. But 
the campaign did not end there. 
After the 20th CPC National Con
gress, another nearly 20 senior offi
cials were investigated or punished 
for corruption.

Early this year, at the plenary ses
sion of the CPC Central Commis
sion for Discipline Inspection, the 
top graft-busting agency, Xi urged a 
crackdown on corruption that 
involves both political and econom
ic issues. He emphasized the need 
to prevent leading cadres from 
becoming spokespersons or agents 
of interest groups and power 
cliques.

The success of poverty allevia
tion and anti-corruption has won 
Xi popular support, but this is not 
the only reason he was unanimous
ly elected into the top office of the 
Party and the State. In the past dec
ade, many long-standing problems 
in the country were solved under 
his leadership.

China lias steadily developed and 
become stronger overall, with an 
average annual economic growth 
of 6.2 percent over the past decade. 
It was more than twice the global 
average. Per capita GDP has dou
bled to over $12,000.

China’s share of the world econo
my has increased from 11.3 percent

1i I

Xi is a strong advocate of the 
aims to peak carbon emissions spirit of self-reliance and self-im- 
before 2030 and achieve carbon provement. He emphasized the 
neutrality before 2060. He also need to enhance the confidence 
pushed for the ratification of the and pride of being Chinese, and the 
Paris Agreement on climate change, importance of promoting China’s 

Thanks to his efforts, China was excellent traditional culture, stat- 
among the first to sign the Regional ing that blindly following others is 
Comprehensive Economic Partner- not the way forward.
ship —the world’s largest free trade “Are not Hollywood’s films like
agreement — and has expanded its Kung Fu Panda and Mulan based 

on our cultural resources?” he 
said.

Xi’s reform measures have

%

in 2012 to 18.5 percent at present. 
The output of grain has consistent
ly been abundant

In the past, China’s manufacturing
industry was often referred to as “big
but not strong’: It took a billion pairs
of socks to buy a Boeing plane, some
said. Today, China has developed its
own large passenger aircraft, and
technological advancement
accounts for over 60 percent of the
country’s economic growth.

China’s digital economy is the
second-largest in the world, and its
new energy vehicle production and
sales have ranked first for eight
consecutive years.

Shan Zenghai, a technician at the
construction machinery manufac
turer XCMG, recalled how in 2017
Xi toured the company’s workshop
and climbed onto an all-terrain
crane.

“He gave us great encourage
ment, saying that the real economy
should never be sidelined,” Shan
said. “He also said the Chinese
economy must transition from
high-speed growth to high-quality
development.” Xi Jinping visits the family of Tang Rongbin in Luotuowan village of Fuping county, Hebei province, on

During a deliberation meeting at Dec 30,2012. lan hongguang / xinhua

this year’s NPC session, Shan sat
down with Xi again and informed
him that all the components of the
crane that Xi once climbed are now
manufactured in China.

“Are the chips in your company’s
cranes domestically made?” Xi
asked.

‘Yes. All are made in China,”
Shan replied.

In the past 10 years, while elimi
nating absolute poverty, China has
built the world’s largest education,
social security, and medical and
healthcare systems. China is adopt
ing measures to provide more
accessible and continuous medical
and healthcare services to farmers.
The life expectancy of the average
Chinese increased to 78.2 years in
2021, nearly 2 years higher than
that of the average person in the
United States that year.

Without Xi, China’s ecological
environment protection would not
have attained historic improve
ments, observers said. The average
concentration of small particles,
PM2.5, in the air has decreased for
nine consecutive years in major cit
ies, with a cumulative reduction of
57 percent. The once-common
occurrence of smog enveloping the
skies of northern China has now Xi Jinping greets representatives honored for their contribution in China's poverty alleviation campaign 
become rare. during an award ceremony in Beijing on Feb 25,2021, during which Xi announced that China had elimi-

Xi pushed for green development nated absolute poverty, xie huanchi / xinhua

as he tackled pollution across the
board. He announced that China and led the establishment of the 

National Commission of Supervi
sion, a powerful anti-corruption 
agency to oversee every single per
son in public office.

In late 2012, Xi initiated the eight
point decision on improving con
duct. This is regarded as a lasting 
institutional solution to malaise 
such as squandering, indulging in 
pleasure and extravagance. 
Through this move, Xi succeeded in 
curbing practices previously 
deemed uncontrollable.
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Xi Jinping chats with a villager in an orchard in Nangou village of Yan'an, Shaanxi province, on Oct 26, last year, yan yan / xinhua
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emphasizing that ensuring a stable 
and safe supply of grain and impor
tant agricultural products is always 
the top priority.

Seeking truth from facts is a tenet

ticular, she said, the local Sichuan- 
style cured pork was delicious. “The 
general secretary asked me to eat 
more,” Wei said. “I feel that he cares 
a lot about rural development and

*

; -- 
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ern socialist country still lies in the 
countryside”. At the Central Rural 
Work Conference in late 2022, he 
said to strengthen the country7, agri
culture must be strong first,

i

Xi Jinping waves to residents quarantined at home during an inspection tour to Wuhan, Hubei province, on March 10,2020, when the city 
was under lockdown due to the COVID-19 epidemic, xie huanchi / xinhua

boosting the income of the com
mon people.”

Xi told the accompanying cadres 
that “the most arduous and 
demanding task of building a mod-

&

1

ns

Six years later, during the cen
tennial celebration of the CPC, Xi 
declared that this objective had 
been achieved.

Xi has continued to refine the 
strategic deployment of Chinese 
modernization, moving from build
ing a moderately prosperous socie
ty in all respects to embarking on a 
new modernization journey.

At the 19th CPC National Con
gress, he established a “timetable” 
for achieving modernization, and 
at the 20th Party congress, five 
years later, he presented a “road 
map” to realize this goal.

Xi summarized five major fea
tures of Chinese modernization: A 
huge population, common prosper
ity for all, coordination of material 
and cultural-ethical advancement, 
harmony between humanity and 
nature, and peaceful development. 
This sketch of Chinese moderniza
tion is now even more precise, well- 
conceived and feasible.

“He has given a lot of thought to 
modernization and put it into 
action. Throughout his career, he 
has worked from inland to coastal 
regions and from local to central 
levels. No matter where he worked, 
Xi was an active reformer and 
broke new ground in advancing 
modernization,” said David Fergus
on, who edited four volumes of the 
English version of Xi Jinping: The 
Governance of China.

The objectives for 2023 are to lay 
a solid groundwork for building a 
modern socialist country. The five 
years starting from 2023 are 
deemed a crucial phase.

The national legislature has 
approved the government’s growth 
target of around 5 percent for 2023, 
which is two percentage points 
higher than last year’s growth. This 
means China’s economic growth in 
a single year is equivalent to the 
GDP of a mid-sized developed 
European country.

But China has 1.4 billion people, 
lowering the country’s develop
ment ranking in terms of per capita 
figures. Explaining the 5 percent 
growth target, Xi said if China will 
lift per capita GDP to that of a mid
level developed country by 2035, it 
is imperative to maintain reasona
ble growth on the basis of improv
ing quality and efficiency. And 
China has the capacity to do so. 

“High-quality development is the 
primary task of building a modern 
socialist country?’ he said.

Almost all 31 provinces, autono
mous regions and municipalities 
on the Chinese mainland have set 
higher growth targets. Shanghai 
has set its target at 5.5 percent, 
while Xinjiang and Tibet have set 
their targets at around 7 percent 
and over 8 percent, respectively.

Wang Xiangming, a researcher at 
the Renmin University of China, 
said a notable change in Chinese 
society after the 20th Party con
gress is that people have a stronger 
sense of developing the economy. 
“Without a solid material founda
tion, it is impossible to achieve 
socialist modernization.”

A major change is a shift in the 
COVID-19 response. Over the past 
three years, China’s rigorous 
response measures have effectively 
protected the lives and health of the 
people. Last November, Xi presided 
over a Party leadership meeting to 
adjust COVID-19 response meas
ures. Three months later, it was 
declared that China had emerged 
victorious from the pandemic.

Kristalina Georgieva, head of the 
International Monetary Fund, said 
China’s optimization of its COVID- 
19 policy will likely be the single 
most important factor for global 
growth in 2023.

Xi made his first out-of-town trip 
after the 20th Party congress to the 
countryside. He visited a fruit 
orchard in Nangou, Shaanxi prov
ince and candidly asked fruit farm
ers how much they could earn in a 
day, what their incomes were like 
and how their families were doing. 

“ What are the techniques for pick
ing apples?” he asked, and picked a 
big red apple himself as farmer Zhao 
Yongdong demonstrated.

Outside an apple sorting work
shop in the village, people gathered 
around Xi. “His top concern is the 
livelihoods of the people,” said 
Zhang Guanghong, a village cadre. 

Before Spring Festival, Xi spoke 
with cadres and people from across 
the country via video calls. He asked 
a cadre from a Qiang ethnic minori
ty village in Sichuan province about 
the number of tourists and their 
income. After Xi learned that the per 
capita income of the whole village 
exceeded 40,000 yuan last year, he 
exclaimed “Not bad!”

Wei Zhuo, a tourist, told Xi about 
her experience in the tallage. In par-
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Xi Jinping leads members of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee on a visit 
to an exhibition detailing the history of the 13 years of the CPC Central Committee in Yan’an, at the Yan'an Revolutionary Memorial Hall in 
Shaanxi province, on Oct 27, last year, wang ye / xinhua

much cherished by Chinese Com
munists. Xi himself has set a good 
example. Over the past decade, he 
lias made over 100 inspection trips 
to the grassroots level to obtain first
hand experience on the ground.

One time, he left Beijing early in 
the morning and arrived in a 
mountainous region in Southwest 
China’s Chongqing in the evening. 
Sitting in the courtyard with the 
locals, he said, “I took a plane, a 
train and a car, switching between 
three modes of transportation just 
to get here to meet you and hear 
what you have to say to us.”

Another time, at a group discus
sion of the two sessions, Xi said, 
“You officials cannot fool me. I 
come from a poverty-stricken area, 
and I know what it’s like.”

The new development philoso
phy introduced by Xi in 2015 priori
tizes innovation, coordination, 
green development, openness and 
sharing. It is expected to guide Chi
na’s modernization drive.

Sci-tech innovation is a priority. 
Xi has urged the acceleration of the 
pace of self-reliance and self
strengthening in this regard.

Zhang Jin, an NPC deputy7 and 
president of robotics company Xin- 
song, recalled Xi’s visit to the com
pany a few months ago.

“In the workshop, he almost 
stopped at every step and asked 
questions all the way, showing a 
strong interest, especially in the com
pany’s self-developed products such 
as mobile robots used in automobile 
assembly production lines and robot
ic arms in the chip-manufactuiing 
industry?’ Zhang said.

During a conversation with young 
engineers, Xi stressed that inde
pendent innovation is crucial for a 
country’s transition to a manufac
turing powerhouse. He raised the 
question of whether there are still 
lots of technical challenges that need 
to be addressed urgently, and stated 
that it is imperative to promote sci
entific and technological self
strengthening to resolve “bottleneck 
issues”, some of which are caused by 
a Western technological blockade.

Xi repeatedly emphasized that 
reform must adhere to the direc
tion of the socialist market econo
my. In January, he sent a vice
premier to the Davos World 
Economic Forum annual meeting 
where the official announced that 
China will never go back to pursu
ing a planned economy.

In February, a major reform 
involving the entire capital market 
was introduced, promoting a regis
tration-based system for the entire 
market and various public issuance 
of stocks, which is beneficial for 
better allocation of resources 
according to market mechanisms. 

At the same time, Xi deployed 
measures to prevent systemic risks 
in finance, real estate and local gov
ernment debt.

He emphasized on different 
occasions that, on one hand, China 
must deepen the reform of State- 
owned assets and enterprises, and 
on the other hand, it should contin
ue to improve the business environ
ment for the private sector.

At this year’s two sessions, Xi told 
private entrepreneurs that the Par
ty “has always regarded private 
enterprises and private entrepre
neurs as its own people” and 
encouraged them to let go of their 
concerns and burdens, and boldly 
pursue their development.

“I have always supported private 
enterprises,” said Xi, who has 
worked for more than 20 years in the 
provinces of Fujian and Zhejiang, 
both known for their vibrant private 
sectors.

Chinese private enterprises have 
continued to grow. According to the 
Peterson Institute for International 
Economics, in 2012, nonpublic 
enterprises accounted for only 
about 10 percent of the total market 
value of China’s top 100 listed com
panies. However, by the end of 
2022, this proportion had risen to 
over 40 percent.

Xi said he plans to roll out a new 
round of overall reform measures 
this year. High-level opening-up 
will also be accelerated, including 
actively promoting the accession to 
high-standard economic and trade 
agreements such as the Compre
hensive and Progressive Agree
ment for Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
and the Digital Economy Partner
ship Agreement.

In 2021, China’s overall tariff 
level was reduced to 7.4 percent, 
lower than the World Trade Orga
nization commitment of 9.8 per
cent. The country plans to further 
drop tariff rates for 62 informa
tion technology products, and the 
overall tariff level will be lowered 
by another 0.1 percentage point.
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opment should benefit all individu
als more equitably and comprehen
sively, and continually promote the 
all-round development of people.”

At the start of the year, Xi was 
unanimously voted in as a deputy 
to the 14 th NPC through election in 
Jiangsu province. He was just one 
of over 2,900 deputies elected 
nationwide, representing the coun
try’s dynamic socioeconomic diver
sity, from workers to farmers, 
technical professionals to migrant 
workers.

On March 5, Xi joined his fellow 
deputies from the Jiangsu delega
tion at the NPC session to deliberate 
the Government Work Report and 
discuss State affairs.

The Jiangsu deliberation was not 
the only meeting Xi attended at this 
year’s two sessions, nor was it the 
only time he has interacted with 
lawmakers and political advisers.

From 2013 to 2022, Xi attended 53 
deliberations and discussion ses
sions, speaking directly to about 
400 lawmakers and political advis
ers. From asking about die marriage 
rate of an underprivileged central 
Chinese village to pressing for 
details of the winter tourism indus
try in the northeastern province of 
Jilin, his questions are always 
poignant and relevant.

the rule of man is a fundamental 
question and major issue that all 
countries must address in the pro
cess of modernization.

In a signed article commemorat
ing the 40th anniversary of the cur
rent Constitution’s promulgation 
and implementation, Xi empha
sized the Constitution’s role in con
structing a modern socialist country 
and the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation.

On Monday, Xi and other NPC 
deputies voted to amend the Legis
lation Law, adding content to pro
mote the implementation of the 
Constitution. In 2018, Xi was the 
first Chinese president to pledge 
allegiance to the Constitution. Last 
week, after being elected, Xi took 
the oath again, followed by mem
bers of his governance team.

People familiar with Chinese poli
tics view such interactions as a man
ifestation of Chinese democracy. 
Accordingly, it is no surprise that Xi 
lias gained a reputation for support
ing public empowerment in their 
own affairs and encouraging their 
participation in political affairs.

“China is a big country. It is only 
natural for different people to have 
different concerns or views on the 
same issue. What matters is that we 
reach consensus through communi
cation and consultation,” Xi said in 
his New Year Address 2023.

In June 2022, China completed 
the election for the county and 
township-level people’s congresses. 
The election involved 1.064 billion 
voters. It was one of the world’s larg
est grassroots democratic elections. 

The people’s congress is the back
bone of China’s political system, and 
NPC deputies are responsible for a 
wide range of duties, including for
mulating laws, supervising the gov
ernment and judicial organs, and 
electing national leaders.

Each of the country’s 55 ethnic 
minorities is represented in the 
national legislature. Dong Caiyun is 
a member of the Bao’an ethnic 
group, which has a population of 
only about 20,000.

At the two sessions in 2019, she

proposed a new expressway that 
would boost the development of her 
county in Gansu province in North
west China. Other deputies lauded 
her proposal, and Xi, who was 
present at the meeting, responded 
by asking the relevant departments 
to study the proposal.

After rounds of research and fea
sibility studies, construction began. 
It is due for completion this year. 

“This road represents the aspira
tions of the people in my hometown 
for a modem life,” said Dong.

Quan Taiqi, who works at a bus 
station in Lianyungang, Jiangsu, 
has just completed her second term 
as a deputy to the national legisla
ture. She voted for Xi to be the Chi
nese president five years ago.

“I endorsed him because I believe 
he is a trustworthy leader who truly 
cares for the people,” she said.

She recalled that Xi was present 
during a deliberation years ago 
when she raised an issue about tick
et-free child passengers on buses, 
which might cause overcrowding. 
Xi immediately spoke up, taking 
Quan by surprise, as she thought the 
topic was too specific and menial for 
a State leader. Xi not only spoke up, 
but also asked about the practice on 
trains for reference. After the meet
ing, a review of the issue quickly

$

Xi Jinping casts his ballot at a polling station to elect deputies to the Xicheng district people’s congress 
in Huairentang, Zhongnanhai electoral district in Xicheng district of Beijing, on Nov 5,2021. 
JU PENG/XINHUA

Championing peace, 
development

In the second half of last year, Xi 
returned to in-person diplomatic 
activities after the “cloud diploma
cy” that characterized the two and a 
half years of the pandemic.

Over the past four months alone, 
Xi attended the G20 Summit in Bali, 
Indonesia, the APEC Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting in Bangkok, Thai
land, and the first China-Arab States 
Summit and die China-Gulf Cooper
ation Council Summit in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia.

On the sidelines of the multilater
al events, Xi also held bilateral meet
ings with leaders from dozens of 
countries, including France, the 
Nedierlands, Australia, the Repub
lic of Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt and Iraq.

At home, Xi hosted many foreign 
leaders and dignitaries in Beijing 
after the Party congress. The guests 
included leaders from Vietnam, 
Pakistan, Tanzania, Germany, Cuba, 
Mongolia, Laos, Russia, the Philip
pines, Iran and Belarus. For some, 
this marked their first visit to China, 
while otiiers were “old friends”

Over the past decade, Xi has clear
ly conveyed that China will create 
new opportunities dirough develop
ment and add more stability and 
certainty to such a volatile world. 

“As it develops, China will make 
greater contributions to the com
mon prosperity of the world,” Xi 
said.

|
Xi Jinping (center left) attends the first China-Arab States Summit at the King Abdul Aziz International Conference Center in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Dec 9,2022. Xi delivered a keynote speech titled "Carrying 
Forward the Spirit of China-Arab Friendship and Jointly Building a China-Arab Community with a Shared Future in the New Era” at the summit, xie huanchi / xinhua
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People’s leader
Xi is not just for the people but of 

them.
When he labored alongside rural 

fanners, he learned to grit his teeth 
while hauling manure and ignored 
the constant hunger pangs as he 
worked the land. These formative 
years taught him the true value of 
these often overlooked members of 
society, leaving him with a natural 
ability to connect and listen to ordi
nary people to help resolve their 
problems.

He may have left the fields dec
ades ago, but even as general secre
tary, he has not forgotten those that 
toil there nor those that man the 
country’s backbone industries, from 
workshops to markets. He has 
remained committed to maintain
ing a public-facing presence 
through personal visits or corre
spondence.

During one visit to a Beijing 
hutong, the capital’s distinctive resi
dential lanes, Xi rolled up his sleeves 
to make dumplings with one family, 
and the conversation flowed. Before 
he left, Xi confided that he draws 
strength from such interactions.

In spite of his busy schedule, Xi 
has consistently prioritized people’s 
happiness as essential. On more 
than one occasion, he said, “Devel-

■
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Xi Jinping chats and makes dumplings with the family members of 
retired worker Zhu Maojin as he tours a hutong in the Qianmen area
of Beijing, capital of China, on Feb 1,2019. ju peng / xinhua
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There are visible signs that the 
economic recovery is gaining 
momentum. In February, China’s 
manufacturing purchasing manag
ers’ index reached 52.6 percent, a 
new high in nearly 11 years. The 
economy is expected to stabilize and 
rebound in the first quarter, and for
eign investment expectations 
remain positive.

The Canton Fair plans to increase 
its exhibition booths to nearly 
70,000 this year. The China Interna
tional Import Expo, the China Inter
national Fair for Trade in Services, 
and the China International Con
sumer Products Expo, all of which 
are strongly backed by Xi, are 
expected to see an expansion in 
their scale.

From building a socialist new 
countryside to building a beautiful 
China, from artistic creation to cul
tural-ethical advancement, Xi has 
made new arrangements covering 
all important areas.

Xi emphasized that achieving the 
great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation requires the complete reuni
fication of the motherland, which is 
both necessary' and achievable, and 
he has formulated a general strategy 
to resolve the Taiwan question.

In his speech delivered before the 
conclusion of this year’s two ses
sions, Xi said external interference 
and separatist activities seeking 
‘Taiwan independence” must be 
resolutely opposed, stressing firmly 
advancing the national reunifica
tion process.

“Xi is an idealist and a pragmatic 
person. He is sober, practical, deci
sive, has a broad vision and a sys
temic view,” said a cadre who had 
worked with him in Zhejiang prov
ince in the early 2000s. “He is good 
at turning crises into opportunities, 
and can see a blueprint through to 
the end.”

began, culminating in a practical 
plan.

“When Xi spoke to us grassroots 
deputies, he was not condescend
ing. He quizzed us, ‘Is it like this?’ ‘Is 
this good or not?”’ Quan recalled.

During the two sessions in 2021, 
Quan met Xi again. She went up to 
him and brought up their previous 
interaction. However, the corridor 
was crowded, but as he left, Xi said, 
“Let’s talk about it later.” Quan 
thought that would be the end of 
their conversation, but at around 11 
pm that night, she received a call 
from Xi’s team, asking if she had any 
suggestions or problems to raise.

Xi believes that democracy is a 
requirement for modem countries, 
but it must be in line with national 
conditions, and Chinese democracy 
should by no means be the same as 
Western-style democracy. He 
describes Chinese democracy as a 
“whole-process people’s democra
cy” which covers all aspects of the 
democratic process and all sectors 
of society.

“The purpose of democracy is to 
address the issues that require reso
lution by the people,” he said. 

Challenges to the system are not 
tolerated.

According to one witness, during 
a plenary session of the anti-corrup
tion agency in 2014, Xi discussed at 
length a vote-buying case in the elec
tion of local lawmakers in Hunan. 
Visibly angered, Xi fired a barrage of 
questions: Where have the Party 
members gone? Where are their 
notions of Party discipline and law? 
Where is their conscience?

Afterward, Xi referred to this case 
on at least two other occasions. 
Eventually, 467 people were held 
accountable.

The Chinese practice of moderni
zation has often been viewed by 
observers as difficult, especially giv
en China’s massive scale — unprece
dented since the Industrial 
Revolution in Europe. Xi has stated 
that even feeding over 1.4 billion 
people is a significant challenge. 
Issues such as employment, distri
bution, education, healthcare, hous
ing, elderly care and childcare 
should not be underestimated, espe
cially given the size of the popula
tion.

According to Xi, advancing Chi
nese modernization requires a new 
journey of law-based governance. 
The issue of the rule of law versus
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How China forms new leadership of State institutions, top political advisory body

XINHUA
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BY XINHUA WRITERS 

WANG JINYE, MENG NA, 

LI ZHIHUI, XU LINGUI, GUI TAO, 

ZHANG BOWEN AND YAO YULIN

sion of the 14th CPPCC National 
Committee.

Featuring in-depth interviews and 
research as well as extensive deliber
ation and consultation, the lists have 
a solid consensus basis.

US are opportunities, not challen
ges, for each other.

“China does not seek to change 
the existing international order or 
interfere in the internal affairs of 
the US and has no intention to chal
lenge or displace the US,” Xi said.

Biden said the US respects Chi
na’s system and does not seek to

meantime, they also studied and 
proposed suggestions on candidates 
for leading positions in State institu
tions and the CPPCC National Com
mittee.

After the conclusion of the 20th 
CPC National Congress in October, a 
list of proposed candidates for the 
new leadership of State institutions 
and the CPPCC National Committee 
was formulated and submitted to 
leading Party officials for further 
review.

For non-CPC candidates, opinions 
were solicited from leaders of the 
United Front Work Department of 
the CPC Central Committee, the cen
tral committees of non-CPC political 
parties and the All-China Federation 
of Industry and Commerce.

On Feb 28, the CPC Central Com
mittee held a consultative meeting to 
hear opinions on a list of proposed 
candidates from non-CPC political 
parties, the All-China Federation of 
Industry and Commerce and person
ages without party affiliation.

On the same day, the CPC Central 
Committee approved the lists at its 
plenary session and decided to rec
ommend them to the presidium of 
the first session of the 14th NPC 
and the presidium of the first ses

clarified the eligibility requirements 
of candidates with regard to political 
integrity, age, years of sendee in pro
vincial and ministerial positions, 
competence, performance and the 
representativeness of die candidates. 

One of the prominent features of 
the formation process is systematic 
planning and holistic consideration. 

While making personnel arrange
ments for the 20th CPC National 
Congress, the CPC Central Commit
tee was also engaged in the compre
hensive consideration of candidates 
for the new leadership of State insti
tutions and the CPPCC National 
Committee.

While conducting one-on-one 
talks with candidates for the Party’s 
central leading bodies ahead of the 
20th CPC National Congress, recom
mendations and advice on candi
dates for the new leadership of State 
institutions and the CPPCC National 
Committee were also solicited.

From April to June 2022, Xi and 
other leading officials of the CPC 
Central Committee conducted over 
300 such one-on-one interviews.

In September, the Political Bureau 
of the 19th CPC Central Committee 
proposed the makeup of the new 
CPC central leading bodies, hi the 

on Socialism with Chinese Charac
teristics for a New Era.

This move reflects die common 
will of the Party, the armed forces and 
Chinese people of all ethnic groups, 
and is of decisive significance for 
advancing the cause of the Party and 
the country in the new era and for 
driving forward the historic process 
of national rejuvenation.

Lawmakers and political advisers 
consider it a tremendous blessing for 
the Party, the country, the military' 
and the people that Xi continues to 
take the helm and lead 1.4 billion 
people on a new journey.

meeting with US President Joe Bid
en since the latter assumed the 
presidency. During their over-three- 
hour talk in Bali on Nov 14, Xi told 
Biden that China-US relations 
should not be a zero-sum game 
where one side out-competes or 
thrives at the expense of the other, 
and the successes of China and the
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In his meetings with European 
leaders, Xi stressed that regarding 
the Ukraine crisis, China supports a 
ceasefire, cessation of the conflict 
and peace talks.

In February, China issued a 
12-point peace plan on the Ukraine 
crisis, stating that all countries’ sov
ereignty, independence and territo
rial integrity must be effectively 
upheld, and universally recognized 
international law, including the 
purposes and principles of the UN 
Charter, must be strictly observed. 
“Nuclear weapons must not be 
used, and nuclear wars must not be 
fought,” said the policy paper.

Xi is a leader who provides vision 
and plans for promoting the solu
tion of major problems facing 
humanity, said Keith Bennett, a 
long-term China specialist and vice
chair of Britain’s 48 Group Club.

change it. The US does not seek a 
new Cold War and does not seek to 
revitalize alliances against China, 
he said. Biden also said that the US 
does not support “Taiwan inde
pendence” does not support “two 
Chinas” or “one China, one Taiwan”, 
and has no intention to engage in 
conflict with China.

New energy, fresh lineup
Over the past week, Zhao Leji was 

elected chairman of the 14th NPC 
Standing Committee, Han Zheng as 
the Chinese vice-president, and 
Wang Huning as chairman of the 
14th CPPCC National Committee. Li 
Qiang was endorsed as the Chinese 
premier.

The director of the National Com
mission of Supervision, president of 
the Supreme People’s Court, and 
procurator-general of the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate, among oth
ers, were also elected during the 
period.

The new leadership consists of 
officials known for their outstanding 
work, enterprising spirit, strong pub
lic support, and high prestige among 
the cadres and the general public.

Many of them have held leading 
positions at central and provincial 
levels for a long time, boasting rich 
working and leadership experience. 
Some of them have held important 

Xi Jinping visits the Yinxu Museum in Anyang, Central China's Henan province, on Oct 28,2022. 
JU PENG / XINHUA

Xi Jinping walks to the venue of the 17th summit of the Group of 20 in Bali, Indonesia, on Nov 15,2022. 
JU PENG/XINHUA
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During his meeting with Qatari 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani in Riyadh in December, Xi 
mentioned the FIFA World Cup 
hosted by Qatar, saying that the 
event injected fresh and positive 
energy into today’s uncertain 
world. Tamim thanked China for its 
contributions to the World Cup, 
noting that Chinese companies 
built the main stadium, and the 
arrival of two giant pandas added to 
the festive atmosphere of the tour
nament.

The stadium Tamim mentioned 
is Qatar’s Lusail Stadium, which 
hosted the final game of the World 
Cup between Argentina and France. 
It is regarded by many as an iconic 
achievement of the Belt and Road 
Initiative.

The BRI, proposed by Xi in 2013, 
also helped Indonesia build its first 
high-speed railway. After the G2O 
Summit in Bali, Xi and Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo watched the 
operational trial of the Jakarta-Ban
dung High-speed Railway via video 
link. The railway, jointly built by the 
two countries, is expected to facili
tate the movement of goods and 
people and boost local incomes.

To date, 151 countries and 32 
international organizations have 
signed documents under the Belt 
and Road framework, benefiting 
participating countries.

The Port of Piraeus of Greece has 
developed into one of the fastest- 
growing container ports in the 
world since a Chinese company 
joined its operation.

Another important proposal Xi 
raised in 2013 was the community 
with a shared future for humanity. 
It has been enshrined in both the 
Party and the country’s constitu
tions and incorporated into impor
tant documents of the United 
Nations and other international 
organizations or multilateral mech
anisms.

Xi told the G20 Summit that all 
countries must embrace the vision 
of a community with a shared 
future for humanity and advocate 
peace, development and win-win 
cooperation.

“All countries should replace divi
sion with unity, confrontation with 
cooperation and exclusion with 
inclusiveness,” Xi said in the speech. 

He also solemnly promised the 
world, “No matter what stage of 
development it reaches, China will 
never seek hegemony or engage in 
expansionism.”

He believes that as long as major 
countries maintain communication 
and treat each other sincerely, the 
“Thucydides trap” can be avoided. 

China has shown the world that a 
country can develop and progress 
without engaging in expansionism, 
and can help other countries devel
op simultaneously, said Iranian 
President Ebrahim Raisi in a signed 
article published before he visited 
China in February.

In response to Xi’s initiative, Sau
di Arabian and Iranian delegations 
held talks earlier this month in Bei
jing. The two countries have 
reached an agreement to resume 
diplomatic relations and reopen 
embassies and missions within two 
months.

One of Xi’s most high-profile dip
lomatic meetings in the past 
months was his first face-to-face

Party leadership and 
democracy

The CPC Central Committee 
attaches great importance to the for
mation of the new leadership of State 
institutions and the CPPCC National 
Committee, and has clarified the 
principles and requirements for the 
work.

Among the principles, it was 
stressed that the overall leadership of 
the CPC, especially the CPC Central 
Committee’s centralized, unified 
leadership, should be resolutely 
upheld.

The CPC Central Committee also 

Committee, had quoted Zhu’s 
words, stressing that no political 
consideration is more important 
than the people.

Xi has repeatedly lamented the 
humiliation and defeat suffered by 
the Chinese nation, despite its place 
at the forefront of the world over 
the past 5,000 years.

In particular, he felt that China’s 
modernization had achieved signif
icant results “at great cost and with 
great hardships”. He stressed China, 
therefore, should blaze its own trail 
toward modernization. Experts 
believe that Chinese moderniza
tion, which offers a new form of 
human advancement, dispels the 
myth that “modernization is equal 
to Westernization”. Xi said efforts 
must be made to achieve higher effi
ciency than capitalism while main
taining fairness in society more 
effectively.

According to Zheng Yongnian, a 
professor at the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong (Shenzhen), Chinese 
modernization is a way to deal with 
the problems all countries face. 
Above all, the source of its vitality is 
mainly sustainable economic devel
opment, he said.

British scholar Martin Jacques 
believes that if China can success
fully address inequality in the way it 
has conquered absolute poverty, 
such fairer and more inclusive mod
ernity rail have an enormous global 
impact.

Xi is proud and confident of the 
achievements and prospects of the 
modernization drive. He once said, 
“China has been able to look the 
world in the eye”, referring to the 
country’s rise in strength. This, 
however, does not mean the pursuit 
of unilateral dominance, still less a 
clash of civilizations. He cited the 
famous “sleeping lion” metaphor 
for China and noted, “Today, the 
lion has woken up. But it is peace
ful, pleasant and civilized”

He has underscored that China 
will not follow in the footsteps of 
certain countries that achieved 
modernization through war, coloni
zation and plunder, and that China 
upholds peace, development, coop
eration and mutual benefit, which 
is determined by the Chinese sys
tem and culture.

A phrase containing “promote 
humanity’s shared values of peace, 
development, fairness, justice, 
democracy and freedom” was writ
ten into the Party Constitution last 
year.

Xi also proposed that socialism in 
the primary stage must conscien
tiously study and draw on the bene
ficial achievements of civilization 
created by capitalism. “The cause of 
promoting Chinese modernization, 
which is an unprecedented and pio
neering venture, will inevitably 
encounter all kinds of risks, challen
ges, difficulties and even dangerous 
storms, some of which we can fore
see and others we cannot,” Xi said. 
“Let us harness our indomitable 
fighting spirit to open new horizons 
for our cause.

“Those who work will succeed, 
and those who walk will arrive at 
their destination. A person of action 
will leave a good name in history,” 
he said.

More than 2,900 national lawmak
ers exercised their constitutional 
right to elect China’s State leadership 
during the just-concluded session of 
the National People’s Congress, the 
country’s top legislature.

At die same time, over 2,100 mem
bers of the National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con
sultative Conference elected the 
leadership of the top political adviso
ry body.

Xi Jinping was unanimously elect
ed Chinese president during the NPC 
session, which concluded on Mon
day.

He was also elected chairman of 
the Central Military Commission of 
the People’s Republic of China by a 
unanimous vote.

In October, Xi was elected general 
secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of China at 
the first plenary session of the 20th 
CPC Central Committee. He was also 
named chairman of the CPC Central 
Military Commission during the ses
sion.

The Party has established Com
rade Xi Jinping’s core position on the 
CPC Central Committee and in the 
Party as a whole, and defined the 
guiding role of Xi Jinping Thought 

Pioneering human 
advancement

When Xi delivered his 2023 New 
Year Address, people noticed the 
tomes on the bookshelf behind him 
in his office, among which was A 
General History of China, Complete 
Poems of the Tang Dynasty, Global 
History, and The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare. Having 
called reading his favorite hobby, Xi 
is known to draw wisdom from the 
written word to govern the country. 

After the Party congress, Xi head
ed to Henan province in Central 
China and visited the Yinxu Ruins. 
The 3,300-year-old site was the cap
ital of the late Shang Dynasty 
(c.ltitii century-llth century BC), 
the first ruins confirmed from this 
period. Walking slowly into the 
Yinxu Museum, Xi thoughtfully 
took in the exhibits, spanning 
bronze ware, jade ware, oracle bone 
inscriptions and other relics. 

“I have wanted to visit here for so 
long,” Xi said. “I come here thirsty 
for a deeper understanding of Chi
nese civilization so that we can 
make the past serve the present and 
draw inspirations for better build
ing modern Chinese civilization.”

With a long and continuous his
tory, Chinese civilization shaped 
our great nation, and this nation 
will continue to be great, Xi added, 
urging efforts to promote tradition
al culture, which according to the 
leader, is the “root” of the Party’s 
new theories.

Xi proposed combining the basic 
principles of Marxism with tradi
tional culture, believing that only 
when a country’s modernization is 
rooted in the fertile soil of its histo
ry and culture can it flourish and 
endure.

In 2014, Xi said he was reluctant 
to see Chinese classic poems and 
essays removed from the textbooks 
when visiting Beijing Normal Uni
versity. In November 2013, he visit
ed Qufu, the birthplace of 
Confucius, and the following year 
he addressed an international com
memoration of the ancient Chinese 
philosopher. In 2021, when he visit
ed a park dedicated to Zhu Xi in 
East China’s Fujian province, Xi 
stopped for a long time in front of 
the words of the renowned Chinese 
Confucian philosopher from the 
12th century. Zhu famously said 
that a nation is based on its people, 
and society is also established for 
the benefit of its people. Xi, in an 
earlier group study session of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC Central

L

positions in various regions and 
fields throughout their careers.

The new leaders include six wom
en, seven from ethnic minority 
groups, and 18 non-CPC members. 
They are Party and government offi
cials, high-ranking officials of non- 
CPC political parties, and 
federations of industry and com
merce, patriotic personages from the 
Hong Kong and Macao special 
administrative regions, and figures 
who have contributed to ethnic soli
darity.

The average ages of the new lead
ership of the NPC Standing Commit
tee, the State Council and the CPPCC 
National Committee stand at 65.4 
years, 61.7 years and 65.3 years, 
respectively.

WTiile addressing the closing 
meeting of the NPC session, Xi said 
that the people’s trust has been his 
greatest source of strength in going 
forward and the greatest responsibil
ity on his shoulders.

“The relay baton of building a 
great modem socialist country and 
advancing national rejuvenation has 
been historically passed on to our 
generation,” he said.
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Economy picking up
pace, NBS data shows
Global executives voice strong confidence, optimism for a robust 2023
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them in ways that work for everyone. 
The Asia-Pacific region is urban

izing rapidly, with nearly 55 percent 
of the population expected to live in 
urban areas by 2030. There are 
already at least 18 mega-cities with 
a population of 10 million or more. 
So it is reasonable to say that, lead
ing up to 2030, the progress toward 
realizing SDG2 (and some other 
SDGs) will be determined by the 
progress achieved in urban areas. 

But urban areas have their own 
agri-food system challenges, includ
ing food supply chains, housing, 
sanitation, health facilities, educa
tion, employment, waste manage
ment and a host of other factors that 
affect food security and nutrition. 

Exacerbating all this is the fact 
that urban development has been 
associated mainly with the develop
ment of physical infrastructure and 
civic amenities. But food, its access, 
availability and affordability, must 
become part of renewed urban 
development. During the last three 
years in particular, cities have been 
under immense pressure to ensure 
adequate food at affordable prices 

relations with China in 2021. 
According to the General Admin

istration of Customs, the trade vol
ume between China and Honduras 
was $1.59 billion last year.

Speaking at a news conference 
in Beijing, Wang said the fact that 
181 countries have established dip
lomatic relations with China based 
on the one-China principle shows 
that establishing such ties is the 
correct choice, which is consistent 
with “the trend of the times”

During her presidential cam
paign in 2021, Castro, who is the 
first woman to assume presiden
cy in Honduras, had said the Cen
tral American nation would seek 
diplomatic ties with China if she 
was elected.

for everyone. But although the pan
demic is receding, the 5F crisis has 
moved in, resulting in one step for
ward, two steps back, in the quest 
for equal access to adequate nutri
tion and healthy diets. 

There is hope, however, and the 
present state of affairs is not univer
sal. Some cities have rolled out 
many interesting nutrition inter
ventions in a customized and con
textualized way to reach those most 
at need. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization and our partners are 
working with several countries to 
assist in the development of their 
urban food agenda. 

Indeed, challenges such as those 
mentioned also bring opportunities, 
and world leaders have recognized 
that these challenges cannot be tack
led piecemeal.

So there are steps being taken. 
But the steps remain hesitant in 
many places and we, as a region, 
need to ensure we can confidently 
regain our footing. There’s a lot at 
stake, and the core principle of agri
food systems transformation is to 
leave no one behind.

*
I

Inevitably, this convergence, cou
pled with climate change and natu
ral disasters, will worsen hunger 
and poverty. The full extent of that 
convergence won’t be evident for 
many more months. The fallout 
from the COVID-19 pandemic will 
also continue to drag on economies 
and livelihoods.

One of the key factors of this 
grim situation is the rapidly 
increasing cost of a healthy diet in 
Asia and the Pacific region, which 
has witnessed die biggest spikes of 
any region globally. It is indeed 
ironic diat a healthy diet in the 
world’s fastest-growing economic 
region, and the largest producer of 
staple foods and key commodities, 
is unaffordable for so many. On 
average, die cost is now almost $4 
per person, per day. 

These failings are symptoms of a 
much deeper problem. Our current 
food systems, and the policies driv
ing them, are not effective in reduc
ing hunger and promoting nutrition. 
Hence, if s high time to transform 

Citing official data, she said that 
factory output also accelerated after 
decelerating for three montiis, con
sistent with the improving purchas
ing managers index data over die 
January-February period and 
reports of easing of supply chain 
bottlenecks.

According to Loo, a more modest 
industrial production reflects weak
nesses in external demand. China’s 
industrial output — a gauge of activi
ty in the country’s manufacturing, 
mining and utilities sectors — grew 
by 2.4 percent in the January-Februa
ry period from a year earlier after a 
1.3 percent rise in December, slightiy 
lower than the 2.6 percent anticipat
ed by a Reuters poll.

Lu Ting, chief China economist at 
global financial services group 
Nomura, said the January-February 
activity data shows improvement 
across the board from the fourth 
quarter of 2022.

However, due to shrinking 
exports and a still-weak property 
sector, the recovery pace has not 
been very strong. “We expect these 
major activity data to improve fur
ther in March.... We expect the State

trading firm, told the newspaper. 
Ammar Al Khudairy, the chair

man of the Saudi National Bank, 
Credit Suisse’s largest shareholder, 
was asked Wednesday if the bank 
would invest more in the Swiss 
lender. He replied “absolutely not” 
a response that alarmed investors. 

“The trading levels have become 
somewhat a crisis in confidence in 
Credit Suisse,” said Mark Heppen- 
stall, president of Penn Mutual Asset 
Management, reported bloomberg. 
com ‘Teople are looking for anyway 
possible to get protection.”

Shares in the Swiss lender plunged 
more than 30 percent at one point 
on Wednesday to a record low of 1.56 
Swiss francs ($1.67) a share, after the 
Saudi bank ruled out providing it 
with fresh funding because of regu
lations that cap its stake — now 9.9 
percent — at 10 percent

“Credit Suisse has been a (slow)- 
moving car crash for years it seems, 
but now today’s news of course is 
happening in the vortex of SVB,” 
wrote Peter Boockvar, chief invest
ment officer at Bleakley Financial, 
reported CNBC.

“I think the problem European 
banks face, all of which have had 
to manage (negative interest rate 
policy) and massive QE (quantita
tive easing) for almost 10 (years) 
and managed to survive, is similar 
to many US banks in that they own 
too much duration with I’m sure 
plenty of negative-yielding bonds on 
their balance sheets which are guar
anteed to lose them money if held to 
maturity’ he added.

Still, European Central Bank poli
cymakers are leaning toward a lialf- 
percentage-point rate hike Thursday, 
a source told Reuters, as they expect 
inflation will remain high.

Big US banks JPMorgan Chase 
and Citigroup each fell about 5 per
cent, and Wells Fargo lost 3 percent. 
Bank of America was down about 
1 percent The four banks have lost 
about $91 billion in market value 
combined over the past week, 
according to Dow Jones Market 
Data. Morgan Stanley closed down 
5 percent

Several US regional banks, 
which sustained a massive selloff 
but rebounded some on Tuesday, 
resumed their decline on Wednesday. 

First Republic Bank dropped 
more than 20 percent after it was 
downgraded by S&P Global and 
Fitch Ratings, the Journal reported. 

The prices of government bonds 
have experienced volatility not seen 
since the 1980s, when Paul Volcker 
was Fed chairman in an era when 
interest rates hit almost 20 percent 

On Monday, the two-year Trea
sury yield posted its largest one-day 
drop since the Black Monday market 
crash in 1987.

BlackRock CEO Laurence Fink 
described the current financial situ
ation as the “price of easy money” 
and said in an annual letter that he 
expected more rate increases from 
the Fed.

The author is assistant director-gen
eral and regional representative for 
Asia and the Pacific of die Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the Unit
ed Nations. The thews do not necessa
rily reflect those of China Daily.

ByMOJLNGXI
mojingxi@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s economy is stabilizing 
and picking up pace with a marked 
improvement in key economic data 
for the first two months of 2023, the 
National Bureau of Statistics said on 
Wednesday, as consumer spending, 
investment and industrial output 
rebounded.

Retail sales — a key measurement 
of consumer spending— surged 3.5 
percent year-on-year in the January- 
February period, after a 1.8 percent 
decline in December, data released 
by the NBS showed.

Fixed-asset investment — a gauge 
of expenditures on items including 
infrastructure, property, and machin
ery and equipment — increased by 
5.5 percent during the two-month 
period, compared with a 5.1 percent 
rise for the whole of 2022.

“The uptrend in China’s economic 
activity was broad-based in January- 
February, with retail sales and invest
ments more or less in line with 
expectations,” said Louise Loo, a 
China lead economist at British 
think tank Oxford Economics.

gradually and improving market 
confidence.

Looking ahead, global executives 
have voiced strong confidence and 
optimism for a robust 2023.

Zhang Xiqiang, CEO for China at 
Nestle SA, said the company is now 
“even more confident of and com
mitted to the Chinese market and 
the country’s economy” with the 
optimization of COVID-19 response 
measures and the determination for 
wider opening-up.

“We are very optimistic about 
regaining consumption capacity, 
given the resilience and vitality of 
the Chinese economy,” Zhang said, 
adding that Nestle plans to roll out 
more than 200 new products in the 
Chinese market this year.

Xu Yang, president for China at 
Danish engineering company Dan- 
foss Group, spoke highly of the open- 
ing-up measures drafted by China’s 
top policymakers and the focus on 
the protection of intellectual property 
rights, saying that these have 
strengthened their long-term confi
dence in the Chinese market

Xu said that Danfoss is committed 
to long-term investment in China, 
and its recent announcement to 
invest 100 million euros ($105.77 
million) to build a model plant in 
Nanjing, Jiangsu province, is a clear 
sign of the company’s positive out
look for the Chinese market.
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In response, Wang had 
expressed Beijing’s willingness to 
grow friendly and cooperative 
relations with all countries on the 
basis of upholding the one-China 
principle.

Noting that opposing “Taiwan 
independence” and separatism 
and adhering to the one-China 
principle are overriding trends 
with strong popular support, the 
Foreign Ministry spokesman had 
also warned that any attempts to 
create the false impression of “two 
Chinas” or “one China, one Tai
wan" would lead nowhere.

Since Tsai Ing-wen became the 
leader of the Taiwan region in 
2016, a total of eight countries have 
severed their so-called diplomatic 
ties with the island and established 
or resumed diplomatic relations 
with Beijing.

As observers have said earlier, it 
is the trend of the times to recog
nize the one-China principle and 
establish diplomatic relations 
with Beijing, and that the remain
ing nations will choose to do so in 
the long run.

China welcomes Honduran 
President Xiomara Castro’s deci
sion to seek diplomatic relations 
with Beijing and is willing to 
develop friendly ties with the 
Central American nation, and all 
other countries, on the basis of 
upholding the one-China princi
ple, Foreign Ministry spokes
man Wang Wenbin said on 
Wednesday.

In a Twitter post on Tuesday, 
Castro said she had instructed 
Honduran Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter Eduardo Reina to begin the 
process of establishing official 
relations with China as “a sign of 
her determination to comply with 
the government plan and freely 
expand borders in concert with 
the nations of the world”

Honduras is one of the remain
ing 14 countries that still have 
so-called diplomatic relations 
with the Taiwan region after Nica
ragua severed its ties with the 
island and resumed diplomatic

> 1

Council, China’s Cabinet, to main
tain a supportive yet restrained poli
cy stance in the coming months,” Lu 
said.

China has set an economic 
growth target of around 5 percent 
for 2023, which officials and ana
lysts believe is a pragmatic and an 
achievable goal. The nation’s econo
my had expanded by 3 percent year- 
on-year in 2022.

NBS spokesman Fu Linghui said 
that China’s potential growth rate is 
widely believed to stay between 5 
percent and 7 percent, and the coun
try has the conditions, foundation 
and confidence to achieve the target 
this year despite challenges.

At a news conference in Beijing on 
Wednesday, Fu said the foundation 
for economic recovery is “not yet sol
id” and more efforts will be made to 
advance the overall improvement of 
economic performance, with a key 
focus on boosting domestic demand 
and actively expanding opening-up. 

Wen Bin, chief economist at China 
Minsheng Bank, said the nation’s 
GDP growth will likely hit 5.5 per
cent or higher this year with the sup
portive policies taking effect

P

billion
Total trade volume between 
China and Honduras last year, 
according to the General
Administration of Customs 
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The market for US Treasurys 
turned volatile on Wednesday after 
problems emerged at another bank 
— this time Credit Suisse — spur
ring a flight to safer investments. 

TYaders said the upheaval was 
fueled in part by worries that an eco
nomic downturn might be looming. 

“Liquidity (in the Treasury mar
ket) is off and has the possibility to 
deteriorate further,” said Michael 
Lorizio, a fixed-income trader at 
Manulife, the Financial Times 
reported. “It makes sense that given 
the volatility, bid-ask spreads have 
widened.”

Major US bank stocks also took 
some hits as the Dow Jones Indus
trial Average closed 281 points lower 
on Wednesday.

TYeasurys and other bond prices 
had been trending lower over the 
past year as the Federal Reserve con
tinued its determined path of raising 
interest rates in an attempt to tame 
inflation.

But the recent failure of two US 
banks has investors speculating that 
the Fed may pause the rate hikes at 
its meeting next week, due to con
cern over the economic fallout from 
the troubles of Silicon Valley Bank 
in California and Signature Bank in 
New York.

Hence, traders piled back into 
Treasurys and other safe invest
ments Wednesday, lifting their prices 
while driving down their interest 
rates. Prices and interest rates on 
bonds move inversely.

The ICE BofA Move Index, which 
measures bond market volatil
ity, hit its highest levels in at least 
three years, when the stock market 
crashed in March 2020 at the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Scott Ladner, chief investment 
officer at Horizon Investments, told 
marketwatch.com: “What the mar
ket is telling you is “we don’t know 
how to price the risk-free asset’ If the 
market can’t price a risk-free TYea- 
sury bond, please don’t ask me to 
price a stock.”

John Sheehan, a fixed-income 
portfolio manager at Osterweis 
Capital Management, told The Wall 
Street Journal: “People don’t want 
to be caught with the next Silicon 
Valley Bank or the next Credit Suisse. 
They’re buying what they think will 
outperform.”

Credit Suisse is far larger than SVB 
and considered systemically impor
tant to the global financial system. 

Genevieve Roch-Decter, a char
tered financial analyst, tweeted 
Wednesday to her 360,000 follow
ers: “Silicon Valley Bank had about 
$209 billion in assets. Credit Suisse 
has about $578 billion in assets. This 
is a much bigger problem in the 
making.”

The appearance of two poten
tial banking crises “caused a dra
matic repricing of the fixed-income 
curve and a huge surge of volatility; 
Donald Wilson Jr, chief executive 
of DRW Holdings LLC, a Chicago 

Nutrition: Food affordability 
must be part of urbanization
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Customers wait outside a busy rice noodle restaurant in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, on March 8. China’s retail sales of consumer goods 
rebounded in the first two months of 2023, according to data released by the National Bureau of Statistics on Wednesday, provided to china daily
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China welcomes Honduran president s 
readiness to build diplomatic relations
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Highlights of foreign congratulatory
messages on Xi’s election as Chinese president

World leaders extend congratulations to Xi Jinping on his election as president of the People’s Republic of China
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Expert calls for enhancing trust in China, Europe ties

Drought wreaks havoc across Uruguay
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generate large amounts of moisture, 
which is then transported by the wind 
to other regions, helping to maintain 
humidity levels,” Tunes added.

By XING YI in London 
mngyi@chinadaily.com.cn

Ideal opportunity for exporters to grow with 
rapid next-level market penetration across the 

USA and Europe.

The writer is afreelance journalist 
for China Daily.

Zambian President Hakainde 
Hichilema said that under Xi Jinping’s 
leadership, China has become a major 
player in the world economy and a 
model for socioeconomic transforma
tion of developing countries, adding 
thatZambia looks forward to develop
ing closer relations with China.

Recalling the heads of state meet
ing with Xi during the Group of 20 
Summit last year, South Korean 
President Yoon Suk-yeol said they 
had a conducive dialogue on the 
development of bilateral relations.

Yoon said he hopes to continue to 
maintain close communication 
with Xi in the future and further 
deepen exchanges and cooperation 
between the two countries.

General Raul Castro, leader of the 
Cuban Revolution, said that Xi lias 
promoted a number of global initia
tives and won the support of the 
overwhelming majority of countries 
in the international community.

The number of hate crimes 
across the United States jumped 
by nearly 12 percent in 2021, as vic
tims were mostly targeted due to 
their race or ethnicity, according 
to figures released by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.

There were 9,065 hate crimes in 
2021 compared with 8,120 in 2020, 
an increase of 11.6 percent The fig
ures were compiled by 79 percent 
of all US law enforcement agencies. 

Hate crimes were motivated by 
bias over a person’s race or ethnici
ty in 64.5 percent of cases, by sexu
ality in 15.9 percent of cases, and 
due to religion in 14.1 percent of 
cases, the FBI found.

Officials said the largest number 
of hate crimes were directed 
toward black people, with 2,233 
cases. Half of all religious-based 
crimes were against Jewish peo
ple. A further 433 incidents were 
committed against Hispanics, and 
305 against Asians.

At least 948 cases were due to 
anti-white bias, a further 543 crimes 
were against gay men, and there 
were 415 incidents against other 
LGBTQ communities.

A wave of anti-Asian attacks 
across the US from 2020, amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, raised con
cerns from the community and 
government.

Stop AAPI Hate recorded 10,905 
attacks against Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders from March 
2020 to December 2021.

In New York, Guiying Ma was 
attacked as she was sweeping a 
sidewalk in Queens in November 
2021. The 61-year-old died in Feb
ruary 2022.

In Atlanta, Robert Aaron Long 
went on a killing spree at three 
local spas in March 2021, murder
ing eight people, including six 
women of Asian descent.

Sammy Yuen, who lives in New 
York, set up weekly classes in 2021 
to teach older Asians self-defense 
skills at the University Settlement 
center in Manhattan. Yuen, who

Through participation in com
mon projects, especially ones that 
tackle common challenges such as 
climate change, China and Europe 
can enhance trust for better rela
tions, said Reinhard Bachmann, a 
leading expert in the field of trust 
research based in London.

“Trust is something that gives 
people a strategic advantage, it cre
ates value and can save transaction 
costs... And what I realized is that in 
China, it is very important to build a 
relationship first before you talk 
about business,” said Bachmann, 
who first traveled to China in 2007

Cuba-China friendly and coopera
tive relations, carrying forward val
uable historical tradition, are of 
strategic significance and will be 
sustainable in the long term, he said, 
adding that Cuba attaches great 
importance to and will continue to 
promote Cuba-China comprehen
sive cooperative relations.

Arab League Secretary-General 
Ahmed Aboul Gheit said that the 
regional bloc stands ready to further 
enhance the Arab-China strategic 
partnership.

King of Saudi Arabia Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud and Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Mohammed bin 
Salman Al Saud wish the friendly Chi
nese people continuous development 
and progress, saying the Saudi side is 
ready to strengthen bilateral relations 
and cooperation in various fields.

Sri Lankan President Ranil Wick- 
remesinghe said under Xi’s strong 
leadership, China has overcome

between China and the West is to 
build system trust because it comple
ments the interpersonal trust devel
opment,” said Bachmann, noting the 
recent worsening relations between 
China and the United States and 
some European countries.

By BELINDA ROBINSON

in New York
belindarobinson@chinadailyusa.com

Persistent hot weather linked to 
the current La Nina pattern has 
raised the specter of drought in Uru
guay, and fears of long-term damage 
to the fanning sector and a shortage 
of drinking water.

Agustin Damboriarena, manag
er at the Uruguayan Chamber of 
Seeds, in the capital Montevideo, 
said the 2022-23 summer in the 
country has been difficult for the 
farm sector.

“It has been a bad year, an awfully 
bad year, because soybean, corn, 
seed, sunflower, and forage crops 
have been lost. In every sense, we 
have lost,” he said, adding that soy 
producers estimate a loss worth 
$800 million to $1 billion.

“In terms of drinking water con
sumption, in the south of the coun
try, the use of water for nonessential 
puiposes has been restricted,” said 
Damboriarena.

In Montevideo, the government 
imposed strict measures to save 
water to protect not only the popula
tion, from a lack of access to drink
ing water, but also the country’s 
economy, which relies on agricultur
al exports as a major source of for
eign currency.
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“If we can work on big interna
tional joint projects to meet challen
ges which the whole mankind is 
concerned, that would get both 
sides into the same organizational 
structure and follow the same set of 
rules,” said Bachmann, adding that 
there are many areas in which Chi
na is now leading and Europe could 
benefit from.

Bachmann also noted that some 
European countries have been hold
ing back from cooperation pro
grams on climate change and 
renewable energy.

“But I think it’s necessary for us to 
create a common platform and col
laborate as much as possible if we 
want to have a good future,” he said.

trained in martial arts for decades, 
wanted to help his community. 

“We wanted to help everyone feel 
comfortable moving around and 
giving them the freedom to go about 
their day without feeling afraid,” 
Yuen told China Daily at the time.

Last year, hate crimes continued 
with two of the most high-profile 
cases, including a gunman who 
killed five people and wounded 17 
others at Club Q, an LGBTQ night
club in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

At a Tops supermarket in Buffa
lo, in New York State, Payton Gen
dron, a white supremacist 
gunman, drove 300 kilometers 
and killed 10 black shoppers.

Following these and other 
attacks, President Joe Biden’s 
administration has vowed to tack
le hate crimes.

In 2021, Biden signed the COVID- 
19 Hate Crimes Act to address the 
rise in anti-Asian American crimes. 

Attorney General Merrick Gar
land also announced that prose
cuting hate crimes was one of his 
top priorities.

Since 2021, the Justice Depart
ment has charged 70 people in 60 
cases with hate crimes.

“We are continuing to work with 
state and local law enforcement 
agencies across the country to 
increase the reporting of hate 
crime statistics to the FBI,” Associ
ate Attorney General Vanita Gupta 
said in a statement.

The figures released by the FBI 
are the first since it transitioned to 
a new data collection reporting 
system.

It had previously released 
incomplete hate crime data in 
October, as only 52 percent of law 
enforcement agencies had report
ed their 12-month figures for 2021. 

The new' figures include infor
mation from New York and Los 
Angeles, the nation’s two largest 
cities.

The FBI said it monitors 130 
most populous cities across 16 
states to identify trends, and out of 
those cities, 96 submitted data for 
the new report.

Liberian President George Weah, 
Czech President Petr Pavel,
Bahraini Crown Prince and Prime 

Minister Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa,

UAE Vice President and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum,

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli 
Garibashvili,

Vanuatu Prime Minister Ishmael 
Kalsakau,

Chairman of the United Russia 
party Dmitry Medvedev,

Chairman of the Central Commit
tee of the Communist Party of the Rus
sian Federation Gennady Zyuganov,

First Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party 
of Belarus Aleksei Sokol,

Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization 
Daren Tang.

Grenada’s Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell,

Nigerian President Muhammadu 
Buhari,

Senegalese President Macky Sall, 
King of Bahrain Hamad bin Isa Al 

Khalifa,
King Abdullah II of Jordan, 
President of the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

Mauritanian President Mohamed 
Ould Ghazouani,

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan,

Chairman of the Presidential 
Leadership Council of Yemen 
Rashad Mohammed Al-Alimi, 

Chairman of the Presidential 
Council of Libya Mohamed Menfi, 

Angolan President Joao Lourenco, 
President of Niger Mohamed 

Bazoum,
President of Togo Faure Essozi- 

mna Gnassingbe,

The business is a well-known brand with over 30 years 
of operations and a recognized market player with 

established premium clients. It incorporates the strategic 
seafood distribution of Asian products with experienced 

managers and sales teams on the ground, as well as 
distribution facilities and networking across the USA, 

Spain, and Italy.

The business serves a premium-end customer base of 
wholesale and retail chains in all major cities. 

The business sources from Asia and has been consistently 
profitable for decades with positive cashflows and zero debt. 

Buyer has the option to purchase state-of-the-art seafood 
processing, freezing, and cold storage facilities in Kochi 

India, with 3.1 acres of prime land licensed for export to the 
USA and Europe as well as domestic distribution.

People gather in Manhattan's Union Square to oppose discrimination
againstAsians in March 2021. uao pan / china news service

and has been in contact with many 
Chinese researchers and institutes. 

As a long-time scholar focusing 
on trust as a social mechanism to 
coordinate interaction between 
individual and collective actors, 
Bachmann is the director of the 
Centre for Trust Research under the 
School of Oriental and African Stud
ies, University of London.

Bachmann categorized trust into 
tw'o forms — interpersonal trust and 
system trust. Tire latter means people 
trust each other not because they 
know each other but because they 
are members of the same organiza
tions or follow' the same set of rales. 

“I think the way forward when it 
comes to reestablishing trust

For sale
Vertically-integrated seafood business operating 

in USA, SPAIN, and INDIA

challenges and achieved remarka
ble progress.

Highlighting the friendship 
between Sri Lanka and China that 
has lasted over a millennium, Wick- 
remesinghe said he firmly believes 
that close cooperation between the 
two countries will continue to 
advance and deliver more benefits 
to the two peoples.

Finnish President Sauli Niinisto 
said he is glad to see mutually bene
ficial cooperation in various fields 
between Finland and China.

Underlining the vast potential for 
cooperation between the tw'o coun
tries, Niinisto said he is looking for
ward to maintaining regular 
communication with Xi to strength
en Finland-China relations.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
extended his sincere congratulation 
on Xi’s election and wished the Chi
nese president greater success.

UN Secretary-General Antonio

’T'T

Commuters travel in an 
overcrowded train during a 
nationwide railway strike in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, on 
Wednesday. Transportation 
was disrupted as trade unions 
protested against the doubling 
of taxes to qualify for a crucial 
IMF bailout. 
ISHARA S. KODIKARA / AFP

Battered 
economy

Weather imbalances
Environmental experts warn that 

die weather imbalances of the Ama
zon rainforest due to fires and defores
tation are affecting the whole region. 

“When deforestation or other 
forms of human activity disrupt 
this delicate balance, it can have 
severe consequences for the cli
mate and the ecosystem in South 
America and the world,” said Ana 
Luiza Tunes, an environmental 
engineer, water management spe
cialist, and founder of a news portal 
on the Amazon rainforest.

“The Amazon rainforest plays a 
crucial role in regulating weather pat-

“The scarcity of rainfall has terns in the region and keeping the 
caused a significant reduction in the climate stable. One of the most 
availability and access to water at important functions of the forest is to 
the beginning of the year 2023,
which has also been affected by the
presence of the La Nina phenome
non in the region,” Uruguay’s
National System of Emergencies
reported last month.

“According to information
released by the Uruguayan Institute
of Meteorology, there is no square
meter of the country that is not dry”
it added. Uruguay’s National Sys
tem of Emergencies said firefighters
have conducted over 1,200 missions
this drought season in the nation of
3.5 million people.

Guterres said Xi’s vision of China’s 
development has been yielding suc
cess, which has demonstrated 
strong leadership in protecting mul
tilateralism, promoting the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Develop
ment and strengthening the part
nership between China and the 
United Nations.

President of the International 
Olympic Committee Thomas Bach 
said under Xi’s leadership, Beijing 
2022 Winter Olympics and Paralym
pics were a huge success.

As the Hangzhou 2022 Asian 
Games are approaching, China will 
present the international communi
ty with another world-class sporting 
event, Bach said.

Those also sending congratulato
ry messages to Xi include: 

Rwandan President

By SERGIO HELD 

in Bogota, Colombia
For China Daily

FBI report says US hate 
crimes soared in 2021

Working together
“People need to work together in 

working groups so that they feel 
that they are part of the same 
project rather than just being 
friends,” he said. “For example, if we 
start an environment agency 
between the West and China, and let 
people come together to define cer
tain projects that both want to do in 
the future, I think that would help.

!?»•

Kagame,
Bangladeshi Prime

Sheikh Hasina,
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the end of June and the rest at the end 
of January, and described the plans as 
a “bleak day” for staff members.

Rental prices, condition of build
ings, lack of investment, and a fall in 
consumer spending were among 
the reasons for the proposed clo
sures, according to the council.

It is not known which stores will 
be affected, though the council said 
about 4,000 store employees will 
lose their jobs, and that another 300 
will go at the company’s headquar
ters in Essen and in other areas such 
as IT and facility management.

One of Europe’s largest and oldest 
department store chains, the long- 
troubled company first filed for insol
vency during the first lockdown of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in April 2020, 
broadcaster Deutsche Welle reported.

measured as the y'ear-on-year change 
in the consumer price index, remains 
at a high level, with the latest figures 
from the federal statistics office 
Destatis showing it at 8.7 percent-

Germany’s last major department 
store chain intends to shut 40 per
cent of its remaining branches, only 
months after it applied for insolven
cy for the second time in three years 
amid worsening customer numbers 
as a result of inflation.

The Galeria Karstadt Kaufhof 
chain, which currently employs 
around 17,400 people across 97 Ger
man towns and cities, plans to close 
52 of its current 129 stores, putting 
more than 4,000 jobs on the line, a 
statement from the company’s 
employee council said on Monday.

It said the retailer is planning the 
closures in two phases, with the first at

A federal judge heard arguments 
Wednesday from a coalition of anti
abortion groups seeking to over
turn the Food and Drug Admin
istration’s approval of an abortion 
medication that has been on the 
market in the US for more than 
two decades.

US District Judge Matthew Kac- 
smaryk held a four-hour hearing in 
Amarillo without issuing a ruling 
but promised that an order and an 
opinion would be issued “as soon 
as possible’:

The questions he asked both 
sides in the case suggested that he 
is contemplating to at least block 
the US government’s recent move 
to make the medication mifepris
tone more widely available or ban 
the drag entirely.

Kacsmaryk, who was appointed 
by Republican former president 
Donald Tramp in 2018, appeared 
to be sympathizing with die legal 
arguments from challengers who 
argued the FDA’s approval was 
unlawful.

Kacsmaryk also had many ques
tions for the plaintiffs and showed 
some skepticism toward granting 
the total ban on the drug that they 
seek, according to CNN.

The suit was filed against the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) in Amarillo by Alliance 
Defending Freedom, a group that 
has been involved in antiabortion 
litigation on behalf of four anti
abortion medical organizations 
and four doctors. The suit also 
named the Health and Human Ser
vices Department as a defendant. 

The plaintiffs claim that the FDA 
lacked the authority to approve the 
drug, didn’t adequately study the 
medication, and that the drug is 
unsafe. They asked Kacsmaryk 
to issue an immediate order that 
would revoke or suspend mifepris
tone’s approval, which the FDA 
approved in combination with a 
second pill as a safe and effective 
method for ending pregnancy in 
2000.

Lawyers from the Justice Depart
ment who represented the FDA 
cited evidence that mifepristone 
was extremely safe and contended 
that the plaintiffs didn’t have any 
legal standing to file the lawsuit 
because none of them could show 
that the FDA approval had caused 
them harm.

Mifepristone, when combined 
with a second pill, has become 
the most common method of 
abortion in the US and has been 
increasingly prescribed since 
Roe vs Wade was overturned by 
the US Supreme Court in June 
2022.

Kacsmaryk, who has worked 
as an attorney for a Christian 
legal group and voiced views 
against abortion, is the sole fed
eral judge in his district. Any 
cases filed there will go to him. 

Kacsmaryk also has been criti
cized for a lack of transparency 
about tiie hearing, which became 
public only two days before the 
hearing. Typically, court hearings 
are scheduled weeks or months 
in advance.

V -
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longer be able to operate profitably 
in the near future”. He said this was 
the only way to avoid the group’s 
total financial collapse.

The inflation rate in Germany,

By JONATHAN POWELL 
in London 
jonathan@mail.chinadailyuk.com

Having devoted two decades of 
his life to helping Chinese patients, 
Dusan said he knows how tough the 
task in front is for the Chinese gov
ernment to meet the needs of its 
people who live in such a vast land 
with a great diversity of cultural, eco
nomic and geological conditions.

As a doctor, Dusan said he has 
been focusing on the welfare of 
Chinese people for years, especial
ly healthcare. He said China’s med
ical system has become more 
advanced after several major 
reforms over the past decades.

“Now, China is facing new chal
lenges from an aging society, like 
many other countries do. So an 
improved medical system with 
better sendees and more extensive 
facilities will be highly expected by 
its people, those in the elderly 
group in particular,” Dusan said.

Macron as central to his vision for 
making the French economy more 
competitive.

Last week, the French Senate, the 
upper house of the country’s parlia
ment, passed the bill by 195 votes to 
112, and a final draft is now being 
put together for the approval of the 
Senate and National Assembly.

“It is a decisive step to make 
reform happen that will ensure the 
future of our pensions system,” 
Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne 
tweeted on hearing the news, add
ing that she was “totally committed 
to ensuring the text will be defini
tively adopted in the coming days”. 

But the passage so far has fired up 
passions on both sides, with socialist 
Senator Monique Lubin telling Labor 
Minister Olivier Dussopt ‘Your name 
will forever be attached to a reform 
that will set the clock back almost 40 
years” during the debate.

Wednesday’s meeting of seven 
senators and seven lawmakers from 
the National Assembly was meant to 
find an accord on the final version of 
the text. A decisive vote on the issue 
was expected on Thursday.

Paris’ reputation as one of the 
world’s most glamorous and photo
genic cities is being seriously dam
aged by a wave of strikes across 
France over the government’s 
planned reform of the pensions sys
tem, as it has led to rubbish piling up 
on its streets and refuse workers 
taking industrial action.

City authorities estimate around
6,600 tons of rubbish have been left 
out on the streets since cleaning 
staff went on strike, which Agence 
France-Presse said has been extend
ed until at least next Monday.

Jean-Francois Rial, president of 
the Paris tourism office, admitted 
that scenes of litter-strewed streets 
were “not optimal for foreign visi
tors” but told AFP that they were not 
hating any impact on the number of 
visitors coming to the capital.

As well as being an eyesore, the 
uncollected rubbish also poses a 
public health risk. The BBC quoted 
one French radio pundit as calling it 
an “all you can eat buffet” for the 
city’s rat population, while pest 
behavior specialist Romain Lasseur

J

research show that there is a con
sistent decline in local bird popula
tions. Sparrows and other songbirds 
are disappearing from the Israeli 
landscape.

“The native birds have not 
evolved in a way that gives them the 
know-how to deal with the myna,” 
Charter told Xinhua News Agency. 
“In places where myna is breeding 
in nest sites, the other birds do not 
have a place to breed.”

While Charter’s conclusion is that 
the myna population has increased 
greatly at the expense of local bird 
populations, he cannot rule out oth
er reasons for this decline.

Around the world, myna birds are 
bred as domestic pets. They have the 
uncanny ability to mimic human 
speech and reproduce rapidly.

For now, Israelis feel a minimal 
effect on their lives. However, the 
ecosystem is changing and some spe
cies may completely vanish locally. 

“Without wildlife, everything will

be affected — our world and the way 
we live,” Charter said. “Unfortunate
ly, not enough is being done.”

In addition, myna birds like to eat 
fruit and other moist foods. This 
poses a looming threat to agricul
ture. ‘Very dramatic changes can 
happen and we must try to do some
thing,” he added.

Australia, for example, has under
taken a major effort to counter the 
myna bird infestation. Community 
trapping programs have managed 
to make a dent in the aggressive bird 
population in certain areas.

“There is a need for a massive 
investment of time, money and 
work,” Charter said.

Israel’s Nature and Parks Authori
ty has allowed for trapping and dilu
tion of the population, including the 
targeting of their nesting areas, but 
the results of those efforts have so 
far been unsatisfactory.

1

told Le Parisien newspaper that the 
strike “triggers a change in rat 
behavior”

“They’ll rummage around in bins, 
reproduce there, and leave their 
urine and droppings. We have a 
worrying health risk for refuse col
lectors and the general population,” 
he added.

Strikes have intermittently hob
bled other sectors, including trans
portation, energy and ports, but 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
remains undaunted as his govern
ment presses ahead with trying to get 
the controversial pensions reform bill 
passed in parliament. The bill would 
raise the retirement age from 62 to 64 
for most people and from 57 to 59 for 
most people in the sanitation sector.

Since then, 40 stores have been 
closed, with around 4,000 staff 
members losing their jobs, despite 
the company twice receiving state 
support totaling 680 million euros 
($725 million) from the govern
ment’s Economic Stabilization Fund. 

In January last year, the company 
— the result of a 2018 merger 
between then-rival stores Kaufhof 
and Karstadt — applied for and 
received 220 million euros of gov
ernment financial aid, German 
retail news website WWD reported.

JERUSALEM — Many native bird 
species in Israel are on a rapid 
decline, some even in danger of 
extinction possibly due to the spread 
of myna birds, according to a leading 
wildlife ecologist in the country.

Motti Charter, a lecturer from the 
Shamir Research Institute at the 
University of Haifa, said some bird 
species have bred almost 80 percent 
less since the myna, a bird species 
from India, took over.

Considered one of the world’s 
most invasive species, myna birds 
were brought to Israel in the late 
1990s and were locked in a bird park 
in central Israel before escaping or 
being released around 2000.

Since then, the birds have thrived 
everywhere. They first appeared in 
cities and then started to spread to 
nonurban areas, including desert 
regions. Charter believes there are 
approximately 1 million such birds 
in Israel right now'.

At the same time, several pieces of
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In October, the retailer’s manage
ment said it was terminating a pre
viously agreed deal it had made with 
union representatives, claiming dif
ficult times called for radical 
restructuring.

WWD reported that around this 
time, managers started to campaign 
for more financial help from politi
cians, citing a downturn in consum
er sentiment, high inflation and 
rising energy prices.

After a board meeting at the end 
of October, the company said it 
would file for insolvency again.

Ina letter to employees in Novem
ber, the group’s chief executive 
Miguel Mullenbach explained that 
the company needed to divest itself 
of branches that, due to rising infla
tion and energy costs, “w'ould no

Policy demonstrates good leadership 
rapid development in China: experts

A woman looks at a Galeria Karstadt Kaufhof department store in 
Munich, Germany, on Tuesday, christof stache / afp

General Confederation of Labour trade union members demonstrate against the government’s pensions
reform plan in Bobigny, near Paris, France, on Tuesday, gonzalo fuentes / Reuters

Confidence expressed
He expressed confidence in the 

new' government’s performance in 
the next five years. Also, he pre
dicts better living conditions for 
Chinese people due to the coun
try’s rapid economic growth.

As China set its GDP growth tar
get of about 5 percent this year, Pre
mier Li emphasized that the country 
will keep to the direction of socialist 
market economic reform and pro
mote higher-level opening-up.

“Li’s remarks will boost market 
confidence, especially against the 
background of uncertainties in the 
global economy?’ Wichai Kinchong 
Choi, senior vice-president of lead
ing Thai bank Kasikombank, said. 

He said China’s GDP growth tar
get is a conservative estimate. “The 
Chinese government has attached 
great importance to high-quality 
development, which is mainly sup
ported by innovation and green 
technology. This is a positive sign 
to the world,” he said.

China plays a crucial role in the 
post-pandemic recovery of the 
world economy, as it shares its big 
trade platform with the world, 
Choi said. He said the country’s 
reform and opening-up will also 
contribute to a higher standard of 
international trade rales.

Pandemic difficulties
This was in addition to the 460- 

million-euro loan the company had 
already received from the German 
government, due to difficulties dur
ing the pandemic.
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Staging protests
Opponents of the pensions plan 

staged an eighth round of strikes 
and protests Wednesday as a joint 
committee of senators and lower- 
house lawmakers examines the con
tested bill.

Unions are hoping that demon
strations across the country will fur
ther show workers’ massive 
opposition to the plan, promoted by 
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The firm determination of China’s 
new government to further practice 
the people-centered approach to 
improving people’s well-being is 
impressive and should be respected 
by the world, foreign experts said.

At his first news conference in 
Beijing on Monday, the newly 
elected Premier Li Qiang stressed 
the philosophy of people-centered 
governance in response to a ques
tion on the goals and priorities of 
the new Cabinet.

“The ultimate aim of the w'ork of 
the Party and the government is to 
improve the well-being of the peo
ple,” said Li, who vowed to make 
solid efforts on concerns such as 
housing, employment, income, 
education, medical services and 
the environment

Peerasit Kamnuansilpa, dean of 
the College of Local Administra
tion at Khon Kaen University in 
Thailand, said such approach of 
people-oriented development is a 
good explanation of how China 
enjoyed rapid development over 
the pastyears and it is also proof of 
its good leadership.

“As a resident from Thailand, a 
close neighbor of China, I do 
admire the achievements that Chi
na has made for its people over the 
pastyears. A people-centered poli
cymaking principle played a cru
cial role,” he said.

Peerasit said the governance phi
losophy is a good practice that the 
Chinese government has done for a 
long time. “China has a large popu
lation and its government feels 
obliged to work for the common 
interests of its people,” he added.

He said Li’s commitment 
showed the new government’s 
determination to further enhance 
people’s welfare.

Nikola Vasilyevich Dusan, a Rus
sian ophthalmologist who 
received the Chinese government’s 
Friendship Award in 2009, said 
practicing a people-oriented devel
opment approach in a big country 
of 1.4 billion people is challenging 
and respectable.
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Property recovery seems to be underway
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Technicians check Al robots at a manufacturer in Zhangye, Gansu province, wang jiang / for china daily

Factory activity shows
signs of new vibrancy

A-share bull run likely to continue

Chinese cities’ RCEP trade push BrieflygW--8

expected to sustain momentum
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partly reduce their reliance on exter
nal demand, said Cao Erbao, a pro
fessor of foreign trade at Changsha
based Hunan University.

Even though die RCEP is not a 
panacea for economic challenges, it 
represents a significant step toward 
greater regional integration and 
cooperation, said Jiang Ruiping, a 
professor of economics at China For
eign Affairs University in Beijing.
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percent to 1.55 trillion yuan in terms 
of value over the same period of the 
previous year, the NBS said.

The figures for residential real 
estate are more encouraging as 
housing sales saw a year-on-year 
growth of 3.5 percent in terms of 
value.

“This is the first time since last 
year that home sales saw a positive 
year-on-year growth, and the mar
ket recovery is a result of multiple 
efforts made, including ensuring 
residential project delivery, improv
ing real estate developers’ reasona
ble financing, lowering home 
purchase costs due to local policy 
optimization, as well as improved 
homebuying confidence,” said Liu 
Lijie, a market analyst from Beike 
Research Institute.

The improved market liquidity at 
the beginning of the year has also 
helped eliminate risks for major 
property developers, Liu said.

China’s investment in property 
development declined 5.7 percent 
year-on-year to 1.37 trillion yuan in 
the first two months, with invest
ment in residential buildings foiling 
4.6 percent from a year ago to about 
1.03 trillion yuan, the NBS said.

The real estate investment data 
showed investment momentum is 
rising after the year-on-year drop of 

Although the drivers of the Chi
nese A-share market rally — small
caps, large-caps, chipmakers and, 
today, engineering and construc
tion stocks — have been changing 
in quick succession over the past 
few months, the market remains 
solid and fairly insulated from 
external volatility as the ongoing 
economic recovery will likely sus
tain the bull run this year, equity 
pundits said.

The benchmark Shanghai Com
posite Index climbed 0.55 percent to 
close at 3263.31 points on Wednes
day, while the Shenzhen Compo
nent Index shed just 0.03 percent to 
close at 11413.43 points. The technol
ogy-focused ChiNext in Shenzhen 
slid marginally.

State-owned enterprises listed in 
the A-share market, which are 
mostly heavyweights, were the 
major contributors to the Shanghai 
index rally. They reported an aver
age daily gain of 1.95 percent. China 
Petroleum Engineering Corp, Chi
na Aluminum International Engi
neering and China XD Electric Co 
Ltd even touched the daily upper 
limit of 10 percent.

Listed engineering and construc
tion companies reported the strong
est average daily increase of 3.47 
percent, followed by the average 
3.46 percent rise in share prices of 

10 percent seen last year, showing 
the overall sector is recovering, said 
Yan Yuejin, director of the Shanghai
based E-house China Research and 
Development Institute.

Yan said that financial support 
measures are continuing to take 
effect, and homebuying activity is 
witnessing a clear improvement.

A variety of measures launched 
since November are being digested 
by the market of late. In the mean
time, the optimized COVID-19 
measures are creating additional 
support to help regain confidence, 
UBS Global Wealth Management’s 
chief investment office said in a 
statement.

“Although it is unlikely there will 
be further large-scale stimulus poli
cies, we believe the central govern
ment will continue its support for 
the sector by rolling out small 
financing and demand-boosting 
measures within the year. In our 
view, the stabilization of the proper
ty market is extremely important for 
China in achieving a GDP growth 
target of 5 percent in 2023, especial
ly considering the vital role of a con
sumption recovery in the broad 
economy,” UBS added.

cement and construction material 
providers.

Their stronger performance can 
be partly attributed to the Ministry 
of Industry and Information Tech
nology’s announcement on Tiiesday 
that the construction and opera
tionalization of “new infrastruc
ture” facilities, such as 5G and 
industrial internet, should be accel
erated.

Recently released macroeconom
ic data showing more signs of eco
nomic recovery have also helped 
boost market confidence.

According to the data released by 
the National Bureau of Statistics on 
Wednesday, China’s total retail sales 
of consumer goods exceeded 7.7 tril
lion yuan ($1.1 trillion) in the first 
two months of this year, up 3.5 per
cent year-on-year and reversing the 
declining trend seen since October. 
The added value made by industrial 
companies with a minimum annual 
sales revenue of 20 million yuan 
grew by 2.4 percent year-on-year.

Ding Zhenyu, senior investment 
consultant at Jufeng Investment 
Information, said the outlook on the 
US Federal Reserve’s interest rate 
spike pace is a major external factor 
in the A-share market performance. 
But foreign investors have been 
bullish on China assets, increasing 
their exposure to A shares by over 
150 billion yuan in the first two 
months, with the heavyweight blue 
chips attracting much of the foreign 

capital inflows, he said.
Analysts from China Asset Man

agement said the A-share market 
has been recovering amid stronger 
volatility this year. Different A-share 
sectors have led the rise since 
November. But the rally drivers have 
been changing rapidly. The speed of 
this change has, in fact, set a record, 
beating the one set in 2012.

While agreeing that uncertainty 
over Fed rate hikes will affect the 
local market mood to some extent, 
observers said the absence of news 
flows on A-share companies’ finan
cial results is a reason for the cur
rent short-term volatility. More 
concrete data are needed to further 
consolidate the market expectations 
of economic recovery, they said.

Since some think that China’s 
medium-term economic recovery is 
a certainty, the investment value of 
A shares has been quite noticeable 
after the previous adjustment, and 
this will lead to market recovery, 
said CAM experts.

Qiu Xiang, co-chief strategist of 
CITIC Securities, said the market 
sentiment and risk appetite will fur
ther improve as the economy-stabi
lizing policies introduced earlier 
will exert a bigger influence from 
now on. And more supportive poli
cies can be anticipated as the two 
sessions — the annual meetings of 
the national legislature and the top 
political advisory body — ended on 
Monday.

re, Japan and the Republic of 
Korea in recent months. Their rail
way containers are reloaded at 
ports like Wenzhou in Zhejiang 
province and Qinzhou in the 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
region for the ocean voyage.

As the RCEP has spurred trade 
among signatory countries since 
January 2022, Huaihua in Hunan 
province has operated Huaihua- 
Laos and Huaihua-Vietnam cargo 
train sendees as well as the weekly 
Huaihua-Beibu Gulf Port rail-sea 
combined transport operations. 
They have effectively boosted the 
exports of China’s central provinces 
to other RCEP countries, said Li 
Chunqiu, the city’s mayor.

In January, the city operated 27 
cross-border cargo sendees to 
export 1,356 containers with 104.27 
million yuan ($15.13 million) worth 
of products like consumer goods, 
toys, outdoor products, apparel and 
furniture, to member economies of 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. On the return leg, such ser
vices also brought in rice, coffee, tea, 
industrial materials and other agri
cultural products from the trading 
partners.

Property investment and sales 
data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics indicate that a real estate 
recovery is taking shape, boding 
well for further market stabilization 
and providing a confidence boost in 
the coming months, experts said.

‘The greatest change for real 
estate in the first two months was 
tiie positive growth in floor space of 
completed construction, ending 11 
consecutive months of declines, 
which reflects the efforts in ensur
ing real estate property deliveries 
for over a year have made promising 
progress,” said Li Yujia, chief 
researcher at the Guangdong Plan
ning Institute’s residential policy 
research center.

The amount of real estate space 
completing construction reached 
131.78 million square meters, up 8 
percent year-on-year, among which 
97.82 million sq m of residential 
space was finished during the Janu
ary-February period, up 9.7 percent 
from a year ago, NBS data published 
on Wednesday showed.

From January to February, com
mercial housing sales fell 3.6 percent 
year-on-year in terms of floor area to 
151.33 million sq m, edging down 0.1

shipping route to Japan on Monday, 
to help local exporters better 
expand their presence in other 
RCEP markets, according to infor
mation released by Hangzhou Cus
toms.

As global economic growth slows 
down and demand for goods softens 
in many countries, the RCEP is 
poised to be a key growth driver for 
China and many economies in the 
Asia-Pacific region this year, as 
many of them seek to enjoy more 
preferential tariff dividends and

China’s trade with ASEAN, the 
country’s largest trade partner, 
surged 9.6 percent year-on-year to 
951.93 billion yuan in the first two 
months of this year, accounting for 
15.4 percent of the country’s total, 
while its trade with other RCEP 
members rose 3.1 percent on a year
ly basis, data from the General 
Administration of Customs showed. 

Addressing a news conference in 
Beijing on Monday, Premier Li 
Qiang said China will further 
expand opening up this year' in 
alignment with high-standard 
international trade rules, and will 
open its door wider to the world 
with a better business environment 
and services.

The robust economic cooperation 
among RCEP economies would 
inject a much-needed impetus into 
tiie global economy that has been 
facing multiple pressures ranging 
from waning global demand to geo- 
economic shocks, said Li Muyuan, 
executive vice-president of tiie Bei
jing-based China Container Indus
try Association.

After opening a shipping route to 
Vietnam last year, Taizhou Port in 
Zhejiang province went in for a

China remains largest 
logistics market
China maintained its position as 
the world’s largest logistics mar
ket for the seventh consecutive 
year in 2022, industry data 
showed. Total revenue of the 
country’s logistics sector came in 
at 12.7 trillion yuan ($1.82 tril
lion) last year, according to the 
China Federation of Logistics 
and Purchasing. China’s top 50 
logistics companies raked in 
about 2 trillion yuan in revenue 
last year, with a batch of interna
tionally competitive enterprises 
starting to emerge in the market.

Paper product export 
volume surges
China’s export volume of pulp, 
paper and paper products surged 
40 percent year-on-year to 13.1 
million metric tons in 2022. The 
export value of these products 
reached $32.05 billion, up 32.4 
percent, said the National Devel
opment and Reform Commission. 
China reported steady growth in 
newsprint production last year, 
with output up 1 percent from a 
year- earlier to reach 904,000 tons.

“Expanding domestic consump
tion is a priority for this year and 
more effective policies will be 
rolled out to spur such activity, 
which will help drive the recovery 
of industrial production. That is 
quite important against the back
ground of falling external demand 
and a gloomy global outlook,” Ye 
said.

Meanw'hile, consolidating the 
industrial foundation and promot
ing industrial upgrade are both 
focuses for current and future poli
cies, as well as key to stabilizing 
China’s economic growth and 
improving international competi
tiveness. Policy support for manu
facturing wall grow, Ye said.

Specifically, more efforts could 
be made to encourage financial 
institutions to continue increasing 
financing support for manufactur
ingenterprises, and give full play to 
the role of the multilevel capital 
market, guiding both State and pri
vate capital to flow into the manu
facturing sector. Meanwhile, more 
support is needed for high-quality 
private enterprises and small and 
medium-sized enterprises in man
ufacturing, Ye added.

Zhao Ming, CEO of smartphone 
maker Honor, said confidence in 
the market is gradually being 
restored, and is at a crucial 
moment for a recovery. The compa
ny is working to help its partners 
win more consumer support with 
the most competitive products and 
pricing strategies.

CfcO

The recovery of China’s sprawl
ing industrial economy is expected 
to pick up pace this year, as more 
policies are in the pipeline to buoy 
manufacturing, and encouraging 
signs indicate enterprises’ stronger 
willingness to invest, experts said. 

China’s industrial output — a 
gauge of activity in the manufac
turing, mining and utilities sectors 
— grew by 2.4 percent in the Janu
ary-February period from a year 
earlier after a 1.3 percent rise in 
December, figures released by the 
National Bureau of Statistics 
showed on Wednesday.

Fu Linghui, an NBS spokesman, 
said the latest data show that pro
duction and demand are both pick
ing up.

“Manufacturing is an important 
foundation for China’s economic 
development ... and enterprises’ 
expectations are improving,” Fu said, 
adding that this year, the economy is 
expected to improve as a whole and 
market demand will expand, which 
wall drive enterprises to increase their 
enthusiasm for production.

“Meanw'hile, more policy sup
port for the manufacturing sector 
will come this year,” he said.

Jin Zhuanglong, minister of 
industry and information technol

China’s inland cities will increase 
their use of the country’s railroad 
links to seaports in order to boost 
exports to other signatory econo
mies of the Regional Comprehen
sive Economic Partnership 
agreement, which will help sustain 
the country’s foreign trade grow'th 
this year, said government officials 
and market observers.

In recent years, inland provinces 
such as Hunan, Jiangxi, Guizhou 
and Hubei have been exploring vari
ous options to improve their exports 
and make them more sustainable. 
Cities in such provinces have been 
keen to establish transportation 
linkages to the ports in Shanghai 
and coastal provinces. They have 
relied on existing railroad networks 
to transship their products to other 
RCEP markets.

Inland cities, including Nan- 
chang in Jiangxi province and Gui- 
yang in Guizhou province, have 
operated a number of freight train 
services to export goods to coun
tries like Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, Singapo
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ogy, China’s top industry regulator, 
said on Tuesday that his ministry 
will step up its push to speed up the 
transformation of traditional 
industries — which play a vital role 
in building a modern industrial 
system — and move the manufac
turing sector tow'ard higher-end, 
smarter and greener production.

Zhou Maohua, an analyst at Chi
na Everbright Bank, said the 
growth rate of industrial output is 
expected to pick up as interference 
from the COVID-19 pandemic 
weakens and tiie combination of 
policies to support domestic 
demand continues driving con
sumption and thus the recovery of 
the industrial economy.

“In tiie first two months, China’s 
manufacturing purchasing manag
ers’ index returned to expansionary 
territory, and new medium and 
long-term loans of enterprises main
tained strong grow'th. These all indi
cate enterprises’ stronger 
willingness to replenish inventories 
and expand investment,” Zhou said. 

Ye Yindan, a researcher at the 
BOC Research Institute, said 
industrial production accelerated 
but came slightly below' expecta
tions as it takes time to fully recov
er dowmstream demand. However, 
for the w'hole year of 2023, indus
trial production has a good founda
tion for a rebound.
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Jan-Feb industrial output 2.4 percent 
higher after 1.3 percent December rise
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A freight train arrives at Wenzhou Port, Zhejiang province. Its cargo 
will be shipped to Southeast Asian countries under a sea-rail com
bined transportation mode, hu xiaofei / for china daily
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Large cruise vessel building seen as milestone
By WANG YING in Shanghai
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urban life. As part of that, they must 
conform to global standards, 
according to Lin Guolong, director 
of Shanghai Maritime University’s 
Logistics Research Center.

The ship is being built to host a 
maximum of5,246 guests in its 2,125 
guest rooms, ranging from standard 
rooms to presidential suites.

By WANG YING in Shanghai

by Carnival Cruise Line and others. 
Gross tonnage is a measure of a 
ship’s overall internal volume.

The shipbuilder has a schedule 
packed with projects. The first 
domestically built large cruise ship, 
due for delivery in December, is set 
to be completed by the end of May. 
The first trial voyage is scheduled 
for July. Meanwhile, a second large 
cruise ship is also under construc
tion at the shipyard.

The first homegrown cruise ship 
wall be the first Chinese-built cruise 
ship to sail for Adora, a cruise com
pany brand under China-based 
CSSC Carnival Cruise Shipping Ltd, 
which is a joint venture between 
China State Shipbuilding Corp and 
Carnival Corp & pic, a large leisure 
travel company based in Miami in 
the United States.

Officials said the first home
grown large cruise ship will have a 
trendy, state-of-the-art shopping 
center covering 2,000 square 
meters, the largest of its kind at sea 
in China. It is also to have the coun

China maintained its top posi
tion in global shipbuilding by 
accounting for 49.8 percent of new 
ship orders by compensated gross 
tonnage in 2022, according to the 
Ministry of Industry and Informa
tion Technology. Compensated 
gross tonnage is an indication of 
the amount of work needed to 
build a given ship.

As China advances as a true ship
building power, more efforts are 
needed in innovation, including 
design, production and craftsman
ship, said Lin Guolong, director of 
Shanghai Maritime University’s 
Logistics Research Center.

“The global shipbuilding indus
try is building larger, more intelli
gent and specialized vessels that 
consume less energy and emit less 
pollution, and this is the direction 
in which Chinese shipbuilders 
need to go,” Lin said.

try’s largest duty-free shopping cen
ter aboard an oceangoing vessel. 
The shopping amenities are the 
result of a partnership between 
Adora Cruises and China Duty Free 
Cruise Services Ltd, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of China Duty Free 
Group.

The ship is expected to set sever
al other precedents. It is also 
expected to be the world’s first 
cruise ship with complete coverage 
by a 5G network, the result of an 
agreement reached in January 
between Adora Cruises and the 
China Telecom Corp Ltd Shanghai 
branch. Adora officials said they 
envision guests being able to have 
an enhanced cruise experience 
with 5G connectivity, including 
broad access to multimedia and 
real-time interaction.

Also, in early February, Adora 
announced an agreement with Chi
nese comedy and drama production 
company Kaixinmahua Cultural 
Tourism Development Co Ltd, also 
known as Mahua FunAge, to create 

ness, Zhang said.
The demand for PCTC carriers 

has soared with the rapid world
wide growth of the automotive 
trade that began last year. The 
growth in the carriers is projected 
to reach about 200 vessels 
between 2024 and 2030, com
pared with the 12 orders placed 
between 2016 and 2021 globally, 
industry officials said.

To tap that growth, SDARI has 
been working closely with related 
parties to find the best answers to 
the crunch for PCTC carrier own
ers around the world, Zhang said. 
That has included designing and 
launching a series of vessel 
designs that incorporate high 
technology as well as supporting 
the establishment of global cen
ters for the R&D, design and con
struction of PCTC carriers in 
China, Zhang added.

In addition to the construction of 
the cruise ships, Waigaoqiao Ship
building is also working on a variety 
of high value-added vessels. The 
shipbuilder is scheduled to deliver a 
total of 23 vessels this year, with out
put set to grow 40 percent year-on- 
year, said Chen, the company’s 
general manager.

_______

Lin Guolong, director of
Shanghai Maritime University's 
Logistics Research Center

the country’s first live comedy thea
ter at sea. Officials said Mahua 
FunAge will present two comedy
drama shows onboard Adora cruise 
ships focused on Chinese and other 
Asian guests — one in a 975-seat 
grand theater and the other in a bar 
setting.

Since a ceremony for the cutting 
of the first plates of steel for the 
cruise ship in October 2019, the con
struction of the 323.6-meter-long, 
37.2-meter-wide ship has received 
wide public attention for its pio
neering construction, complexity 
and the high level of capabilities 
required of the builder.

Industry experts called building a 
cruise ship “an unprecedented chal
lenge” for China’s shipbuilding 
industry in regard to the special 
structure, craftsmanship complexi
ty, construction difficulties and 
strict requirements for global sup
plychain collaboration.

Since cmise ships are, in essence, 
floating cities, their systems must 
account for virtually all facets of

R&D investment, design, construction 
techniques drive orders to local yards

f-

Above: A very large gas carrier 
built by Jiangnan Shipyard 
Group undocks from a port in 
Shanghai in November. 
CHEN MENGZE / FOR CHINA DAILY 

Left: Workers of Shanghai 
Waigaoqiao Shipbuilding Co 
Ltd assemble a vessel in Shang
hai in March 2020. 
YIN LIQIN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

China has built enormous cargo 
vessels among other types of ocean
going ships. But if there were one 
area in which it had not yet made its 
mark, it would be large cmise ships. 
That is about to change.

The country’s first domestically 
built large cmise ship, produced by 
Shanghai Waigaoqiao Shipbuild
ing Co Ltd, is nearing its delivery 
date.

Work on the new ship is continu
ing with the finishing of the 
interior spaces and system debug
ging. More than 91 percent of the 
total construction work had been 
completed on the 135,500-gross- 
ton Vista-class vessel as of Feb 10, 
according to Chen Gang, general 
manager of Waigaoqiao Shipbuild
ing, who is also the chief designer of 
the shipyard’s large cmise ship 
project.

Vista-class ships are named after 
a group of large cmise vessels built 
by Fincantieri in Italy and operated 
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The global 
shipbuilding industry 
is building larger, 
more intelligent and 
specialized vessels 
that consume less 
energy and emit less 
pollution, and this is 
the direction in which 
Chinese shipbuilders 
need to go.”
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the PCTC carrier field, winning 35 
orders since 2021, accounting for 
27 percent of the global total, offi
cials said.

One key element behind CSSC’s 
market expansion is the Shanghai 
Merchant Ship Design & 
Research Institute, also known as 
SDARI.

The reason the company man
aged to win a large portion of 
PCTC carrier orders, given fierce 
global competition, is the out
standing capabilities of the Chi
nese shipbuilding industry in 
R&D, design and manufacturing, 
said Zhang Minj ian, chief designer 
for PCTC with the design and 
research institute.

SDARI’s accumulation of tech
nology, excellent R&D and design 
and insight into the market have 
enhanced Chinese shipbuilders’ 
overall international competitive-

Shanghai-based shipbuilders 
have been accelerating the devel
opment of specialized areas and 
setting ambitious targets for 2023. 
Those moves are expected to help 
the nation’s shipbuilding industry 
as it becomes a world powerhouse 
in the field through high-quality 
development, industry experts 
said.

The nation’s leading builder of 
liquified natural gas carriers, 
Hudong-Zhonghua Shipbuilding 
(Group) Co Ltd in Shanghai, said it 
will double its LNG carrier con
struction capacity in the next few 
years. On Feb 18, it delivered an 
80,000-cubic-meter LNG carrier 
to Shenzhen Gas Co.

The vessel, which is known as 
Dapeng Princess, is the world’s 
largest LNG carrier to navigate 
shallow waterways. The company 
said it is the latest example of 
Hudong-Zhonghua’s capability in 
research and development, design 
and construction of specialized 
ships.

The company, with more than 
two decades of experience in LNG 
carrier R&D, set a record in Chi
nese shipbuilding history by 
receiving new orders last year for 
37 LNG carriers, according to Feng 
Xiaowei, assistant general manag
er at Hudong-Zhonghua.

The new orders catapulted 
Hudong-Zhonghua’s market share 
in LNG carriers from less than 7 
percent in 2021 to about 21.8 per
cent globally. The shipyard’s deliv
ery calendar is fully booked until 
2028, Feng said.

As part of its strategy to double 
LNG construction capacity, 
Hudong-Zhonghua plans to 
deliver four to five carriers this 
year. It expects to have 16 LNG 
ships under construction simul
taneously at the shipyard during 
peak times this year, and expand 
its facilities to allow delivery of 
up to 12 LNG carriers annually, 
Feng said.

In the past 25 years, Hudong- 
Zhonghua officials said the com
pany has continued to make 
breakthroughs in key fields of car
rier development, continuously 
expanded its products and consist
ently optimized its presence in the 
carrier industrial chain. Such 
efforts have not only set a high 
standard for safety for China’s 
LNG energy transportation, but 
also contributed to the Chinese 
shipbuilding industry’s growing 
sophistication, Feng added.

At Shanghai’s Jiangnan Ship
yard, with a history that can be 
traced back to 1865, a digital revo
lution is rolling out.

Digital transformation began to 
take hold at Jiangnan as early as in

r £

2015, a move that was made to help 
ensure the shipyard’s survival and 
long-term development, said Lin 
Ou, Jiangnan president.

Lin said that after the world’s 
leading shipbuilders saw serious 
problems on their balance 
sheets, Jiangnan decided to 
enhance its product value and pro
duction efficiency via 
digitalization.

Digitalization should be seen as a 
solution rather than a goal, Lin 
said, adding that the purpose of the 
transition to digitalization is to 
become a leader in high-quality 
development and a breaker of the 
rules in traditional manufacturing. 

Within a single digital model, 
the shipyard has looked to set up a 
technology system and creative 
ecosystem that covers all aspects 
of a ship’s life cycle, including 
R&D, design, construction, test
ing, operation, maintenance and 
retirement.

A truly digitalized enterprise 
needs to have digitalization adopt
ed not only in design, but also in 
production, management, deliv
ery and operation, Lin said. He 
added that digitalization should 
assist all departments of the ship
yard, including providing timely 
and accurate data for production 
management and logistics, 
enhancing supply chain resilience, 
raising engineering management 
efficiency and optimizing produc
tion costs.

The process of fulfilling all the 
targets will be long and full of diffi
culties, Lin said.

Still, officials said the shipyard’s 
construction of Haixun 160, an 
advanced ship that is responsible 
for maintaining navigation marks 
in near harbors in the East China 
Sea, has shown that the efforts 
made in digitalization are worth
while. Jiangnan did not use a sin
gle piece of paper during the 
design and construction of the 
3D-designed ship, which went into 
service in 2019.

According to United Kingdom
based Clarkson Research, Chinese 
shipbuilders won the contracts for 
all 17 newly ordered vessels of pure 
car and truck carrier — or PCTC — 
vessels globally in January, repre
senting a total of 510,000 
deadweight tons and 152,000 
parking spaces.

Deadweight tonnage is the 
measure of the weight of every
thing that a ship is expected to car
ry. It is the entire weight minus the 
weight of the ship itself.

The world’s largest shipbuilder, 
China State Shipbuilding Corp, 
alone won nearly half of the 
orders of those PCTC carriers, 
which is seen as another break
through in the global shipbuild
ing industry.

CSSC has made great progress in

I

A visitor takes pictures of China's first domestically built large 
cruise ship, which is set to be completed by the end of May. 
YIN LIQIN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE
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How English is taught is the problem to address
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The leaders of the United States, 
the United Kingdom and Australia 
clinched a deal on Monday under 
which the US will sell three Virgin
ia-class nuclear-powered subma
rines to Australia in die early 
2040s, with an option for Australia 
to buy two more if needed, and the 
three countries plan to jointly 
develop a new nuclear submarine 
based on US and UK technology. 

The announcement came only 
days after the International Atomic 
Energy Agency’s board of governors 
met in Vienna where many coun
tries opposed the deal. The deal, if 
put into practice, will undermine 
peace and stability in the Asia-Pa
cific, sabotage the international 
nuclear non-proliferation regime

Whether English deserves an 
equal status as Chinese and mathe
matics in the syllabuses of primary 
and middle schools, as well as in the 
college entrance exam, and whether 
a certain level of fluency in the lan
guage should be made a prerequisite 
for a bachelor degree even for those 
that do not major in it has generated 
heated debate among the country’s 
top political advisors at their annual 
gatherings for several years. 

Both sides of the argument 
sound reasonable. The opponents 
claim the nation has wasted its 
resources on English education as 
most college graduates, after learn
ing the language for at least 15 
years, still cannot adeptly use the 
language. The advancement of 
technology, such as artificial intelli
gence, makes their side of the argu
ment more persuasive, since most 
college graduates do not need to 
use English with any frequency aft
er graduation and they can rely on 
technology to overcome the lan
guage barrier when necessary. 

The supporters argue that if 
English became an optional course,

and trigger an arms race. 
The three countries are orches

trating a nuclear proliferation 
event under the AUKUS frame
work as they agreed in 2021, 
despite being signatories to the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation TYeaty. 
According to their plan, the US and 
the UK will transfer tons of weap- 
ons-grade highly enriched urani
um to Australia, a non-nuclear 
state, violating the objectives and 
principles of the NPT, the statute of 
the IAEA, and the relevant provi
sions of the South Pacific Nuclear 
Free Zone Treaty.

To whitewash their plot, the three 
countries tried to force the IAEA sec
retariat to arrange for exemptions 
and amend relevant IAEA resolu-

ince it is the United States that has defined 
China as a “threat” to Europe, the Europe
an Union now finds itself in a dilemma, as 
some of its members are more receptive of

that view than others.
After the US launched its campaign to suppress 

the development of China’s high-tech industry in 
2018, with its actions targeting Huawei, it coerced 
its European allies to tag along, albeit many have 
done so with no great enthusiasm.

Now with Washington having broadened and 
intensified its efforts to impede China’s develop
ment, it is no longer just Europe’s 5G networks that 
Washington is intent on hijacking for its cause. It 
wants to dictate the EU’s economic and trade poli
cies. That has the EU uncomfortably caught on the 
proverbial horns as its two key institutions have 
different views on the merits of the US allegation. 

As a Politico article published on Monday said, 
the EU’s top ranks are split over China. Ursula von 
der Leyen, head of the EU’s executive commission, 
has a cozy relationship with the Joe Biden adminis
tration and is toeing Washington’s hard line on Chi
na, while Charles Michel, chief of the bloc’s council, 
wants to maintain cooperative relations with China. 

The upshot of that, as the Politico piece observes, 
is “a potential clash is looming” over the EU’s Chi
na policy, with the council arguing that the com
mission should consult national governments 
more before rushing to do Washington’s bidding. 

The tensions between the council and the com-

the country would have created an 
unnecessary obstacle for its opening- 
up to the world, as people-to-people 
exchanges would be more difficult, 
which is the foundation of good rela
tions between countries.

As a matter of feet, the two sides 
have a broad consensus that is 
widely neglected, which is that they 
both agree on the importance of 
English as the most often used lan
guage in the world as well as the 
fact that there are serious problems 
with how the language is taught in 
the country and how the students’ 
fluency in English is evaluated. 

In other words, what rubs here 
should not be whether English edu
cation should be scrapped in the 
public education system but how it 
should be reformed to resolve the 
aforementioned problems. 

To begin with, English education 
in China should divert more atten
tion from teaching grammar to 
encouraging students to use it in 
their daily lives and academic stud
ies by cultivating their interest in 
the language and inspiring them to 
create the necessary environment to

mithfield Foods, the largest pork producer 
in the United States, has turned losses into 
gains over the past decade after it was pur
chased by a Chinese company. Yet even the

fast development of the Virginia company has not 
spared its CEO Shane Smith the trouble of spend
ing time in Washington explaining to US govern
ment officials and lawmakers that the company’s 
cooperation with its Chinese parent company WH 
Group is no different from that between other US 
companies and their investors.

As a story on the company published in The Wall 
Street Journal on Tuesday indicates, the company’s 
sales revenue has risen from $13 billion to nearly $18 
billion, and it now employs 3,000 more US workers 
than a decade ago to increase its processing capacity. 

But although, as Smith stressed in 2021, the com
pany is “as American today as we were in 2013” the 
circumstances now are drastically different from 
how they were 10 years ago thanks to the anti-Chi- 
na sentiment in Washington.

Disregarding such success stories, China-bash
ing politicians such as Arkansas Senator Tom Cot
ton claim that China is destroying US food and 
agriculture industries by failing the leading players 
in the field. Some have gone even further by spread
ing the rumor that although Smithfield Foods rais
es pigs in the US, the pork is processed in China and 
the meat products shipped back to the US market, 
hinting that the arrangement provides China with 
leverage through which it can tamper with the pro-

tions. Despite failing to do so, they 
still pressed ahead with the deal, 
proving once again that their claims 
they uphold the “rules-based inter
national order” and the “pursuit of 
multilateralism” are out-and-out lies. 

Nuclear submarine cooperation 
is by no means a private matter of 
the clique alone. It concerns the 
interests of all IAEA members and 
should be decided by them through 
discussions. People in the Asia-Pa
cific never forget that it is thanks to 
their escape from the Cold War 
specter that the region has devel
oped into the most dynamic and 
fastest-growing region in the world. 
Whoever wants to destroy that 
should be resolutely opposed. 

- CHINA MEDIA GROUP

mission over the EU’s China policy have come to a 
head over the timing of the next EU-China Summit, 
with the commission insisting that the next summit 
with China, which had been penciled in for June, 
cannot take place before the next summit with the 
US. However, Washington has indicated that Biden 
won’t attend a summit in Europe before June — 
which would push the EU-China summit into the 
second half of the year.

There is a lot at stake for the EU. The split between 
“the EU’s dueling powerhouses” is not only about 
the bloc’s immediate economic interests, but also 
about its autonomy. The outcome of the tussle 
between the council and the commission will decide 
whether its economic and foreign policy is decided 
in Brussels or in Washington.

Although it seems to be a choice between being 
“pro-US” and “pro-China”, it is in reality a choice 
between the EU having freedom of action and it 
being a geopolitical tool of the US.

In making that choice, the European countries 
should bear in mind that it is the US that is hurting 
European interests more than any other party. Wash
ington’s total disregard for European interests is evi
dent in its Inflation Reduction Act. They should also 
reflect on the fact that it is the long-gesfating machi
nations of Washington that have resulted in the larg
est and most damaging conflict in Europe since 
World War II. It is not their dependency on China 
that European countries should worry about, but 
their dependency on the US.

he collapse of Silicon Valley Bank in the 
United States last Friday has sent shock 
waves through the global financial mar
kets as investors scramble to weigh the

ramifications of the meltdown of the largest bank 
since the 2008 global financial crisis.

The closure of Signature Bank on Sunday further 
fueled panic over the financial health of the coun
try’s banking system, even after the Joe Biden 
administration took emergency measures to guar
antee deposits at both banks, with major US banks 
losing around $90 billion in stock market value on 
Monday, bringing their loss over the past three 
trading sessions to nearly $190 billion. The fact 
that the US has again become a source of financial 
risks that pose a threat to the global economy will 
inevitably diminish its leadership credibility.

Experts have attributed SVB’s crash to its own 
misjudgments and high inflation. SVB loaded up 
on long-term debt such as Treasury bonds betting 
on a prolonged period of low interest, only to see 
the value of the bonds decrease as the Federal 
Reserve kept raising interest rates to fight high 
inflation. News about the huge losses the bank had 
suffered eventually caused a run on the bank.

Yet rather than exploring ways to improve policy 
coordination and regulation related to the banking 
industry and plug loopholes to prevent a possible 
financial crisis in the future, politicians in Washing
ton are now engaged in a polarized blame game,

duction process, making it a substantial threat to 
food safety and public health in the US.

That paranoid thinking originates from the way 
the US has weaponized the industries it controls. 
The reality, as Smith informed the WSJ, is that the 
whole processing of Smithfield’s meat products 
occurs on US soil. And despite the US’ penchant for 
weaponizing economic issues, China still wel
comes US companies, institutes and researchers to 
its market, universities and labs, as well as to take 
part in third-party cooperation projects overseas. 

The Chinese company purchased Smithfield Foods 
for $4.7 billion in 2013. Although the process was full 
of twists and turns, the US foreign investment securi
ty watchdog departments finally approved the deal. 
The company has thrived since then. Contrary to 
claims otherwise, the involvement of a Chinese com
pany in the US supply chain has only brought win
win results. Yet over the past five years, at least 678 
Chinese companies have been blacklisted by the US 
government across a wide range of sectors, along 
with a large number of institutes, organizations and 
individuals, on groundless national security charges. 

Given the sensitivity of the food industry to food 
safety and the strategic importance of agriculture to 
food security, it would have been almost impossible 
for the deal to be approved back then if the anti-Chi- 
na atmosphere had been so intense in the US as it is 
today. The question is how many such win-win 
deals have been stifled in the cradle by the US gov
ernment and legislature because of that prejudice.

with Democrats and Republicans pointing an accus
ing finger at each other for the banking woes.

Democrats including Biden himself argued that 
a Donald Trump-era rollback on bank oversight 
rules undermined the stability of regional banks, 
while Trump blamed Biden for “a bigger economic 
collapse than the Great Depression”. The deepen
ing bipartisan division has prompted CNN to 
bemoan in an analysis that “America’s biggest 
problem is its politics, not its banks”

The US’ banking failures should serve as a wake
up call for Chinese regulators to tighten supervi
sion of the country’s financial sector and improve 
financial consumer protection, a task that has 
gained a sense of urgency after several small vil
lage banks in Henan and Anhui provinces were 
caught committing fraud last year, leaving the 
money of many depositors frozen for months.

In a first step toward that direction, a reform plan 
approved by the country’s top legislature suggests a 
national financial regulatory administration is to be 
set up to strengthen oversight of the financial 
industry, with the exception of the securities sector. 
The new regulator will replace the banking and 
insurance sector watchdog and bring supervision of 
the industry into a body directly under the State 
Council, China’s Cabinet. That is expected to help 
improve the supervision of financial institutions 
and strengthen consumer protection, paving the 
way for the country’s high-quality development.

X

Dalian University of Technology 
Press issued a statement on Tues
day acknowledging its mistake 
while selecting the cover of a tour
ism book on Japan. They said the 
book will be recalled and the editor 
held responsible.

The acknowledgement came after 
a snapshot of the cover, showing the 
Yasukuni Shrine — where 14 Class-A 
war criminals of the then imperialist 
Japan are worshipped — was circu
lated online. It was a folly to include 
the photograph of what is to all vic
tims of the war a symbol of imperial
ist aggression on the cover page. 

The incident should make the 
publishing house more vigilant in

selecting photographs for book cov
ers, as such insensitivity can prove 
costly.

Some people said Chinese resi
dents were being oversensitive, even 
calling them “nationalistic’: However, 
they must bear in mind that China 
was the main target of imperial 
Japan’s aggression during World War 
II, suffering the heaviest losses 
among all nations, and the Yasukuni 
Shrine symbolizes that militant past. 
Japan’s refusal to acknowledge that 
past only adds insult to injury. 

Those blaming the publishing 
house for the mistake and saying it 
should not be equated with 
“nationalism” should imagine how

Smithfield’s success begs question how 
many win-win deals have been forestalled

the world, especially Europe and 
the United States, would have 
reacted had the publishing house 
instead put the Nazi swastika on 
the book’s cover. It is therefore an 
exaggeration to call the Chinese 
people’s move “nationalistic”. 

On Aug 15,2022, the 77th anni
versary of Japan’s unconditional 
surrender, hundreds of Japanese 
people protested in Tokyo, calling 
for the closure of the Yasukuni 
Shrine. As long as the war crimi
nals are still honored at the shrine, 
there is no reason why carrying an 
image of the place will not trigger 
anger.

- ZHANG ZHOUXLANG, CHINA DAILY

practice it as much as possible. 
Even if most students do not have 

the chance to converse wi th native 
speakers, the enjoyment they will 
obtain from being able to watch 
films, read novels and obtain impor
tant information in English can moti
vate them to take the initiative to 
study it. The test system should be 
reformed accordingly to reflect that it 
is a language first, and then a course. 

Also, technology can make the 
process of learning a language more 
efficient and interesting, and the 
advancement of technology should 
by no means become an excuse for 
people to give up learning new skills. 

Last but not least, those worrying 
learning English may result in the 
“spiritual pollution” of impression
able young minds go too far, as 
being bilingual, or multilingual, can 
effectively broaden people’s vision 
and horizons so that they can have 
more sources to obtain information 
and knowledge, better develop crit
ical thinking and use logic, all of 
which is conducive to their resist
ing “spiritual pollution”

- LI YANG. CHINA DAILY
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Kheir Diabat

Will the security initiative work in Middle East?

T
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scientific norms, and excellent servi
ces” “establish a convenient, efficient, 

China’s proposal to establish coop
eration with all parties by conducting 
bilateral and multilateral security 
operations with all countries and 
regional and international organiza
tions within the framework of the 
GSI is a very positive move. 

China has the capability to per
form this role, as it is the world’s sec
ond-largest economy, biggest trading 
partner of more than 120 countries, 
lias grown in national strength and is 
one of the five permanent members 
of the United Nations Security Coun
cil. It also has good relations and eco
nomic and strategic partnerships 
with many countries (big and small) 
and organizations in Asia, Africa, the 
Middle East and Latin America — all 
of which make it capable of expand
ing its global presence and helping 
safeguard global security. 

China’s plan is to help implement 
the initiative by using its diplomatic 
cards to first play a more active 
political role in the Middle East. 
Accordingly, on March 10,2023, Bei
jing succeeded in bringing about a 
rapprochement between Saudi Ara
bia and Iran. The two Middle East 
countries have agreed to resume 
diplomatic relations, reopen their 
embassies within two months, acti-

ment for the high-quality develop
ment of intellectual property, and 
participate in global intellectual 

strict, fair, open, and transparent 
administrative protection system”, 
and develop “a collaborative protec
tion pattern with unified leadership, 
smooth connections, and fast and 
efficient coordination” 

In feet, the recent reform in IPR 
protection and administrative man
agement has enabled the State 
Administration for Market Regula
tion and the National Intellectual 
Property Administration to better ful
fill their functions in IPR protection 
and management, and strengthen 
China’s strategy for applying intellec
tual property in commerce and indus
try, in order to transform China into 
an innovation-driven country and an 
intellectual property powerhouse.

greater importance to China’s coop- 
eration-based security initiative, as 
they face both traditional and non- 
traditional security challenges, which 
can be overcome only with joint glob
al action.

The GSI can help safeguard securi
ty and restore lasting peace not only 
in the Middle East but also in other 
hot spot regions. As such, the initia
tive is for global public good, and in 
the interest of all parties. But we 
must not forget that the initiative 
clashes with an international reality 
of contradictory interests and differ
ent political visions, especially 
among the major states. 

Despite all this, the enthusiasm 
and optimism China has generated 
by playing a pioneering role in medi
ating peace between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran and indicating it may try to 
do the same in other parts of the 
Middle East should raise hopes that 
the region may see joint, cooperative 
and sustainable security. So, is there 
a chance?

V, Hermes and other high end luxury brands are all set 
to raise prices further in China and yet the demand for 
their products continues to soar. Why?

The immediate reasons could be the end of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, and consumers indulging in “revenge shop
ping” with tiie money they have saved during the three years of 
tiie pandemic.

But perhaps there is more to this continued increase in luxu
ry goods’ consumption in China?

Global consultation company Bain recently revised its esti
mate of the rise in luxury fashion goods’ consumption in China 
but still forecast that by 2030 a whopping 40 percent of all lux
ury products’ consumers will be in China.

Even this data, however, mask important and fundamental 
changes in both luxury brand identity in the Chinese market 
and the meaning of luxury fashion brand consumption by tiie 
Chinese people, especially the younger generation. 

Chinese luxury fashion consumers are younger than their 
global counterparts. Big luxury fashion consumers in China are 
typically aged between 18 and 35 years, with those between 26 
and 35 years being the biggest consumers. Indeed, there is 
quite a significant change in this younger group’s lifestyle, atti
tude and, more importantly, their cultural identity. 

The Chinese government has been giving priority to the 
recovery and expansion of consumption, stabilizing spending 
on big-ticket items and promoting recovery of service con
sumption.

The younger Chinese luxury fashion consumer increasingly 
favours luxury items that include aspects of traditional China, 
that is, traditional Chinese elements or expressions that con
tribute to a changing cultural identity where pride in the past 
and nostalgia dominate.

The author is a professor at the 
Department of International Affairs, 
Qatar University.
The views don’t necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

Furthermore, cultural identity has usurped conspicuous con
sumption as the main driver behind the increase in luxury con
sumption among younger Chinese consumers. For Western 
luxury fashion brands to continue to succeed in China, there
fore, they have to build on their Western aesthetics with an 
effective fusion of traditional Chinese elements, ranging from 
the very tangible forms of Chinese embroidery to the more sub
tle and regional Chinese rose.

Encouragingly for Western luxury brands, this fusion is 
becoming more common. LV, for example, recently appointed 
Pharell Williams as its new menswear creative director. Willi
ams has built a global reputation for breaking down bounda
ries and delving into different cultures in his previous work. 
Hopefully, Williams will progress to a similar project that 
began in 2019 between Italian luxury fashion house Marni and 
the use of tiie traditional Chinese embroidery of the Miao eth
nic group in South China.

Chinese luxury feshion consumers appear to attach great val
ue to ongoing “Marni Miao” collaboration.

China’s second- and third-tier cities, often provincial capitals 
and second most important provincial cities, are also becoming 
more attractive profit destinations for Western luxury brands 
as wealth spreads across the Chinese mainland. So knowledge 
of local culture and local traditional clothing and related prod
ucts will also become a key to success in these areas. 

It behoves Western fashion brands, therefore, to gain an 
intricate insight into the minds of younger Chinese luxury con
sumers.

Queues for LV brands and other established Western luxury' 
brands in China will continue to be long but will not go on for
ever unless significant changes take place in both design and 
delivery of these brands in China. Chinese social media plat- 
fonns and Chinese social media influencers are also playing a 
vital role in Western luxury brands’ penetration and expansion 
in the Chinese market.

Western luxury brands appear to have gained some under
standing of WeChat and Weibo but more recent platforms such 
as Douyin (TikTok), Xiaohongshu (Little Red Book) and Bilibili 
(a YouTube-like website in China) still remain poorly under
stood and under-used.

Chinese social media influencers and key opinion leaders 
also appear to have become increasingly important, even essen
tial to attract and retain Chinese consumers. Social media 
influencers should feature heavily in any Western luxury fesh
ion branding campaign in China to help tiie brand gain a foot
hold or consolidate its position in the Chinese market.

Western luxury feshion brands also need to take note of the 
rising importance of key opinion consumers in China and the 
subtle but significant difference between key opinion leaders 
and key opinion consumers, because the latter are invited to try 
the luxury feshion brands and experience them for a shoit time 
before giving feedback.

The rise in quality and sophistication of Chinese luxury 
brands are also a big challenge to tiie established Western luxu
ry brands. Chinese brands such as Xander Zhou and Li Ning 
have bonded with Chinese consumers and present a very real 
competitive challenge to the likes of Gucci and LV. In fact, it 
was Li Ning that started guochao, which means “native wave” 
and the use of traditional Chinese elements in feshion, with 
their “Designed in China” autumn 2018 menswear collection 
championing traditional colors red and yellow.

But no matter how tech-sawy the younger Chinese luxury' 
consumers are, Western luxury brands need to look beyond dig
ital technology and understand the new cultural meaning of 
luxury feshion among Chinese Gen Z and how tiie effective use 
of traditional Chinese elements can further enhance this identi
ty.

Indeed, it may well be the dominance and ubiquity of digital 
technology that is creating the desire for traditional Chinese 
elements among younger Chinese luxury fashion consumers. A 
gentle juxtaposition of tradition alongside modernity.

The guochao trend is here to stay and only those Western lux
ury brands that embrace this and make effective use of tradi
tional Chinese elements will survive in China.

The author is a professor of intellectu
al property at the China University of 
Political Science and Law and vice
president of the China Intellectual 
Property Society. The views don’t nec
essarily reflect those of China Daily.
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vate important bilateral agreements 
that had been put on hold for seven 
years, and vowed to respect the sov
ereignty of and never interfere in 
the internal affairs of other coun
tries.

The rapprochement conies after 
years of hostility that threatened the 
security and stability in the Middle 
East, and contributed to fueling con
flicts in many parts of the region, 
especially in Yemen, Syria, Lebanon 
and Palestine.

China’s efforts to broker peace 
between Saudi Arabia and Iran 
reflect the country’s willingness to 
expand bilateral and multilateral 
security cooperation with all coun
tries, and regional and international 
organizations within the framework 
of tiie GSI.

But this will not be enough to 
achieve all the goals of the initiative. 
So the rest of the concerned parties, 
from major countries to internation
al and regional organizations and 
blocs such as the UN, the European 
Union, tiie Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, the League of Arab 
States, the African Union, the Shang
hai Cooperation Organization and 
the Community of Latin American 
and Caribbean States, should attach

technologies, the status and role of
intellectual property in the economic
and social spheres have become
increasingly prominent. Recognizing
this, China has launched the Intellec
tual Property Strong Country Con
struction project.

The Outline of the Construction of 
Intellectual Property Strong Country
(2021-35) proposes to build a modem property governance, 
socialist intellectual property system,
create a world-class business envi
ronment with a mechanism for pro
tecting intellectual property, and
establish efficient systems for incen
tivizing innovation through intellec-

These strategic measures and poli
cies also include improving the man
agement system of intellectual 
property and strengthening collabo
rative protection. For example, it pro
poses to “construct a management

tual property markets and facilitating system with unified responsibilities, 
public intellectual property services,
promote a humanistic social environ-

/

he Global Security Initiative 
proposed by President 
Xi Jinping demonstrates 
China’s sense of responsi

bility to safeguard global security by 
eliminating the root causes of inter
national conflicts, improve global 
security governance, encourage joint 
international efforts to bring more 
stability and certainty to a volatile 
and changing era, and promote 
durable peace and development in 
the world.

Xi’s proposal at a time when many 
parts of the world are witnessing 
conflicts, confrontations and dis
putes shows his serious approach to 
eliminating the root causes of global 
and regional conflicts, and promot
ing peace and development around 
the world.

The GSI welcomes and looks for
ward to the participation of all par
ties to jointly enrich its substance 
and actively explore new forms and 
areas of cooperation for the benefit of 
all. Therefore, the realization of this 
initiative, or at least the realization of 
a large part of it, will contribute to 
reducing wars and conflicts, and help 
create a climate of confidence in 
international action among all par
ties.

The author is MA Fashion Marketing and Branding pro
gramme leader at the University of Southampton’s Winchester 
School of Art. The views don’t necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.
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he recently concluded annu
al session of the 14th 
National People’s Congress 
passed the State Council’s

institutional reform plan, signaling 
the start of a new round of reform 
which will improve China’s develop
ment policy and governance system. 
The plan includes tiie restructuring 
of certain departments, adjusting 
their functions and responsibilities, 
and creating new State Council agen
cies.

The plan also includes the estab
lishment of a “national financial 
supervision administration” and a 
“national data bureau” and the 
restructuring of the Ministry of Sci
ence and Technology. In China’s push 
for innovation-driven development 
and better protecting intellectual 
property rights (IPR), the improve
ment of the intellectual property 
management system is an important 
part in the State Council’s institution
al reform.

As a crucial component of the 
country’s opening-up policy, the new 
round of reform is critical to 
strengthening the rule of law, 
enhancing administrative efficiency, 
and advancing national and social 
development. Of particular impor
tance is tiie plan to improve the man
agement of IPR, which involves 
adjusting and coordinating the func
tions of the National Intellectual 
Property Administration and the 
State Administration for Market Reg
ulation. This is another important 
reform in China’s administrative 
management system to better protect 
IPR.

The purpose of this round of 
refonn is also to expeditiously build 
China into an intellectual property 
powerhouse, and boost the creation, 
use, protection, management and 
services of intellectual property. 

In September 2021, the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee 
and the State Council, China’s Cabi
net, issued the outline of building 
China into a strong intellectual prop
erty country (2021-35). Hence, the 
refonn of the administrative manage
ment system for IPR reflects not only 
the importance of building China 
into an intellectual property power
house but also China’s determination 
to strengthen IPR protection and 
promote its utilization. 

With the implementation of the 
new reform plan, China will better 
manage and protect IPR at tiie 
national level through the coordinat
ed efforts of the State Administration 
for Market Regulation and the 
National Intellectual Property 
Administration. The former will han
dle the administrative law enforce-

consumers raise 
cultural identity

The rise in quality and sophistication of 
Chinese luxury brands are also a big 
challenge to the established Western 
luxury brands.

ment work relat
ed to patents and
trademarks,
while tiie latter
will provide pro
fessional gui
dance for the
work. Also, tiie
National Intellec
tual Property
Administration
will be responsi
ble for patent and
trademark autho
rization, foreign
intellectual prop
erty affairs, and
public manage
ment of intellec- - i
tual property. L _

IPR is an exclu-
sive right enjoyed
by intellectual
property owners
who legally own
their creations for
use in commerce
and industry. Today,
intellectual property has
become a strategic resource
for national development
and a core element of global
competitiveness. It is a major
issue at the national strategic
level. And the intellectual
property system is highly
globalized, with industrial
ized Western countries hav
ing developed and implemented
the intellectual property system from
a national strategic perspective.

On Jun 5,2008, the State Council
issued the National Intellectual Prop
erty Strategy Outline, which lias
helped China make remarkable
achievements in improving the intel
lectual property system, strengthen
ing IPR protection, and promoting
the effective use of intellectual prop
erty.

In the context of the development
of the digital economy and emerging intellectual property and

strengthening collabora
tive protection.

These strategic meas
ures and policies also 
include improving the 
management system of
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On die other hand, the develop
ment of carbon capture and storage 
technologies provides an important 
way out for the coal power industry, 
especially when China’s gigantic 
coal-fired power capacity needs to 
play its due role in a new energy 
system that’s dominated by solar 
and wind power. Furthermore, in 
the process of advancing low-car
bon and green transition of coal- 
fired power, we should also 
vigorously promote technologies 
associated with the clean and high
ly efficient use of coal, by advancing 
both the R&D and the populariza
tion and application of such tech
nologies. For instance, we should 
popularize clean and high-efficien

results monitoring framework to 
help track and report its progress. 

The fund could also consider sup
porting technical assistance activi
ties aimed at advancing the 
development of tools and method
ologies to measure loss and damage 
in both qualitative and quantitative 
ways. This is important when loss 
and damage involve key ecosystems 
(e.g., forests, marine resources) 
which local communities rely on for 
livelihoods. In this case, losses may 
not only refer to disappearance of 
ecosystems and a means of life, but 
also possible dispossession of tradi
tional ecological knowledge and 
cultural identity. How such losses 
shall be estimated might not be

straightforward, and a commonly 
accepted methodology by all rele
vant stakeholders, especially 
impacted local communities, is 
needed.

The world is anticipating more 
discussions and details to be 
unveiled about the fund at COP 28. 
While implementing the fund is 
specific, addressing loss and dam
age is pertinent to all, particularly 
developing countries including the 
emerging economies. Their asset 
base could render them more vul
nerable to climate disasters, raising 
the need to set aside dedicated 
resources for timely responses to 
permanent losses after shocks. A 
clear definition will therefore be 
helpful with delineating the 
accountability of what falls within 
the realm of addressing loss and 
damage, so that prompt actions are 
ensured.

To set up and run a new fund is 
not easy and the process could be

lengthy before any concrete out
comes are in actual operation. Yet, 
there is no time to waste, with cli
mate extreme events occurring 
with greater frequency and intensi
ty around the globe. Regardless of 
what is being funded under which 
name, it will do no harm to better 
conduct what is already being done. 
Building climate and disaster resil
ient infrastructure and capacity of 
the vulnerable in preparation for 
climate disasters, for instance, 
might not require much more 
resources. These, however, may pre
vent heavy loss and damage to hap
pen in the first place.

The author is a climate specialist at 
the New Development Bank. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily and the New Development 
Bank.

ing at an accelerated pace, as the 
nation strives to press ahead with 
the low-carbon transition. 

In the years to come, China’s 
power demand will continue to 
grow relatively fest (International 
Energy Agency forecasts a 5 percent 
growth annually for the next 3 
years). Currently, China’s energy 
consumption is dominated by pro
duction needs, with the industrial 
sector accounting for the lion’s 
share of total energy consumption. 
China’s power consumption is con
centrated in the industry sector (67 
percent in 2020), with six energy- 
intensive industries consuming 
close to 50 percent of its electricity. 
Such production-dominated energy 
consumption structure has led to a 
strong correlation between GDP 
growth and energy consumption as 
the energy sector bears the enor
mous responsibility of powering 
the economy.

Electricity generated from solar 
and wind power currently accounts 
for a small share in China’s total 
energy mix (about 5 percent) and 
thus, fossil fuels (including coal) 
will continue to serve as an impor
tant source of energy for a certain 
period to come. Thus, the new coal- 
fired generation capacity that Chi
na approved rose in 2022 in 
accordance with growing demand 
from economic development amid 
an energy scarcity. 

Coal power has been playing a 
positive role in driving China’s 
quest for carbon neutrality, such as 
by ensuring a stable supply for die 
electricity system. It is foreseeable 
that China’s coal-fired power will 
not be “retired” with a complete, 
large-scale dismantle, but by reduc
ing utilization hours to make room 
for increased use of clean energy. 
Therefore, China should further 
cement coal power’s role as the 
“ballast stone” of secure and stable 
energy supply by promoting flexi
bility retrofits on coal-fired power

he new coal-fired power 
capacity permitted in Chi
na increased in 2022, rais
ing some attention and

concerns in the international com
munity. However, it’s also worth 
noting that China is going all out to 
develop clean energy, with the new
ly installed capacity of renewables 
hitting a record high in 2022. 

As the world’s largest developing 
nation and a major consumer of 
energy, China needs to secure sta
ble energy supplies when striving to 
achieve its “dual carbon” goals — to 
peak carbon dioxide emissions 
before 2030 and achieve carbon 
neutrality before 2060 — so as to 
realize sustained economic and 
social development. China has a 
gigantic power system dominated 
by coal, which has been of crucial 
importance to its development, 
meeting the nation’s fest-growing 
energy demand and fueling its eco
nomic growth for decades with sus
tained and stable supplies at a 
relatively lower cost 

To achieve the “dual carbon” 
goals, China will, in the coming dec
ades, build a new energy system 
dominated by wind and solar ener
gy sources and phase out fossil fuels 
(including coal) in an orderly man
ner. However, the phase-out would 
require replacing traditional energy 
sources with renewable energy 
sources. For the time being, China’s 
low-carbon transition needs to take 
into account the cost of energy and 
energy security, making it impossi
ble for the nation to wean itself off 
coal-fired power in the short to 
medium term.

As a developing nation whose 
energy consumption is closely relat
ed to economic expansion and 
where renewables account for a 
small portion of the energy mix, it is 
inevitable for China to register 
growth in coal-fired power capacity 
additions in the short run. Howev
er, renewable energy is also grow

units and developing carbon cap
ture and storage technologies to 
transform coal power into a peak 
regulation and back-up services 
provider for renewables and to 
strive for clean, highly efficient use 
of coal.

On the one hand, flexibility retro
fits on coal-fired power plants are a 
technological choice for enhancing 
the comprehensive flexibility of the 
power system. However, such retro
fits could undermine the ulitization 
hours of coal-fired power and 
reduce revenues for coal-fired pow
er companies. Tlius, the govern
ment should lower the cost of 
flexibility retrofits through policy 
means.

damage. Many of the areas for 
action and support, as identified in 
Article 8, involve activities that cut 
across diversified domains, such as 
disaster risk management (e.g., ear
ly warning systems and emergency 
preparedness), ex-ante climate 
change adaptation (e.g., climate 
risk pooling, comprehensive risk 
assessment and management), and 
sustainable livelihood development 
(e.g., resilience of communities, 
livelihoods and systems). 

The difficulty in clearly distin
guishing actions that deal with loss 
and damage from those on existing 
work in areas just mentioned 
makes it challenging to account for 
it, estimate the scale of required 
financing, and leverage targeted 
resources. Without a formal defini
tion, the Loss and Damage Fund 
could run the risk of financing what 
is already actively covered in the 
current sustainable finance archi
tecture.

Article 8 does call for support in 
addressing irreversible and perma
nent loss and damage. It is increas
ingly acknowledged that loss and 
damage could involve more than 
what can be mitigated or adapted 
to. There are certain limits to how 
fer we could act upon climate 
change, because solutions are not 
physically or technically possible, 
nor made available or effectively 
implemented due to social-econom
ic constraints. The difficulty, how
ever, rests with agreeing on where 
the limits actually lie. 

As such, addressing loss and 
damage in a broad sense could span 
a range of activities that are inter
disciplinary and inter-linked. It 
implies a continuum of efforts at 
different stages of management 
when a climate event strikes, 
including precautionary measures 
and those coping with the after-

he world is still mourning 
over the losses induced by 
the devastating earth
quake that recently struck

Turkiye and Syria. This is a strong 
reminder to the global community 
of the importance of emergency 
preparedness and response. 
Although it was a geological disas
ter, financing for losses and dama
ges arising out of disasters such as 
this and those related to climate 
brings to mind the Loss and Dam
age Fund agreed upon at the 27th 
United Nations Conference of the 
Parties (COP 27) in Sharm 
el-Sheikh, Egypt, last November. 

The fund is considered a historic 
breakthrough after three decades of 
climate negotiations, as its forma
tion acknowledges, in part, climate 
injustice and the need to compen
sate for it. In the initial stage, more 
than $300 million has been pledged 
by a few European countries to 
finance developing countries in 
tackling detrimental climate 
impacts.

While the world cheers for this 
achievement, many more details 
need to be worked out before the 
fund can become operational. A 
major challenge is the lack of a 
common understanding of what 
constitutes “addressing loss and 
damage”. Article 8 of the Paris 
Agreement outlines “the impor
tance of averting, minimizing and 
addressing loss and damage associ
ated with the adverse effects of cli
mate change, including extreme 
weather events and slow onset 
events, and the role of sustainable 
development in reducing the risk of 
loss and damage”

By this narrative, all efforts to 
mitigate and adapt to the negative 
impacts of climate change could 
potentially contribute to avoiding 
or reducing the risks of loss and 

The author is a researcher with Tan 
Kah Kee Innovation Laboratory
and dean of die China Institute for 
Energy Policy Studies at Xiamen
University. The author contributed 
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

ing the hind’s financing scope, as 
well as informing its implementa-

responded to vary across communi- tion, including the design of a
ties, regions and countries. The tax
onomy or principles, once
developed, will provide the basic
understanding of what loss and
damage actions are and enlighten
the fundamental scope of funding,
than trying to standardize opera
tions through a confined pool of
activities. There are still prospects
for funding innovative efforts, as
developmental progress is continu
ously made as per local specifics.

In developing the conceptualiza
tion of loss and damage, the Loss
and Damage Fund, moreover, may
learn from and coordinate with
existing funds, such as those oper
ated under the financial mecha
nism of the United Nations

Even after China peaks carbon emissions, coal-fired power will continue to provide bulk of its energy, 
necessitating a right balance between the old and the new and advancing low-carbon transition at a lower cost

A consolidated approach might be needed to optimize 
efforts aimed at tackling climate change

cy coal-fired power generation tech
nologies, accelerate the promotion 
of flue gas cleaning equipment at 
coal-fired power plants and further 
raise the emission standards for 
coal-fired power plants. 

In a nutshell, coal-fired power 
has always been the base-load pow
er supplier for China’s power sys
tem. According to last year’s 
government work report, “to 
advance China’s energy revolution 
and ensure energy supply, we will, 
based on our resource endowment, 
push forward the transformation 
toward low-carbon development, 
in accordance with overall plan
ning and the principle of establish
ing the new before abolishing the 
old. We will work harder to make 
coal usage cleaner and more effi
cient, while reducing the use of 
coal and replacing it with alterna
tive energy sources in a well-or
dered way. We will work to 
upgrade coal-fired power plants to 
conserve resources, reduce carbon 
emissions, make operations more 
flexible, and upgrade heating facili
ties”

China’s low-carbon energy transi
tion must be based on the national 
condition of “coal as the mainstay” 
When replacing the traditional 
energy sources with the new, we 
should have overall planning and 
carry out the replacement in a well- 
ordered way, attach great signifi
cance to energy security, and 
prioritize the clean and more effi
cient use of coal.

In the future, coal-fired power 
units will retreat to the back line to 
serve as auxiliary power supply and 
to provide peak regulation and 
back-up services for renewables. 
Therefore, coal power will remain 
an indispensable part of the 
nation’s energy mix even amid the 
quest for carbon neutrality. 

That said, ensuring energy secu
rity does not mean loosening 
restrictions over coal-fired power.

The government needs to have a 
detailed overall plan for the nation’s 
coal-fired power, strictly control 
permits for new coal-fired power 
capacity additions, and prioritize 
green and low-carbon transforma
tion of coal power in its policy tar
gets.

China should steadily phase out 
outdated capacity and resolutely 
shut down smaller-scale backward 
coal-fired power units that have 
poor technologies and are hard to 
manage and retrofit, so as to 
enhance the overall efficiency of the 
coal-fired power industry.

The world’s installed capacity of 
coal-fired power is mainly concen
trated in developing nations — with 
51 percent in China, 11 percent in 
the United States and 6 percent in 
the EU. Therefore, the problems 
associated with a coal phase-out are 
mostly faced by developing coun
tries, China in particular. We need 
to uphold the principle of “estab
lishing the new before abolishing 
the old” and embark on a path of 
low-carbon transition of the power 
system suited to China’s national 
conditions. Even when China peaks 
carbon emissions in 2030, coal- 
fired power will continue to provide 
the vast majority of electricity for 
fueling China’s economic growth, 
and the plans to “retire” coal power 
capacity will be under heated 
debate. The key lies in recognizing 
the coal power’s role as a “stabiliz
er” and “ballast stone” for ensuring 
power supplies and advancing low- 
carbon transition at a relatively 
lower cost.
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math. Financing is probably need
ed on all fronts to address loss and
damage, and some dimensions of
these qualify for climate adaptation
finance. To optimize the use of the 
Fund, a consolidated approach
might be required to prevent dupli
cation.

While working toward an official
definition of loss and damage, a set
of principles or taxonomy may be
developed to help identify eligible
activities, taking into consideration
existing climate finance practices.
The Loss and Damage Fund may
consider financing, for instance,
those activities that lie along the
spectrum of risk management to
tackle loss and damage in circum
stances which are not normally cov
ered by climate adaptation finance.
A case in point is to manage residu
al climate-related risks. Immediate
funding for irreversible asset loss
after an extreme weather event Framework Convention on Climate
takes place, to give an example, may Change (e.g., Adaptation Fund and 
be considered. Green Climate Fund). This could be

It is fully recognized that loss and instrumental in further demarcat-
damage are context-specific, and
how those are experienced and
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Top: The veranda of the Zen hall of Jinshanling Shangyuan. su shengliang / for china daly Center: A bird’s-eye view of the complex. Jonathan leijonhufvud / for china daily Above from left: The Zen hall blends well with the
valley, tian fangfang / for china daily Visitors at the Riverside Passage, a project built by Liu in Shanghai, provided to china daily The mountains are a part of the courtyard, su shengliang / for china daily
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n winter, Jinshanling Great Wall 
looks like a snowy wonderland. 
The early morning frost descends 
upon the mountains, cloaking

them in a shimmering blanket. As the 
sun rises higher and thins out the fog, 
the jagged peaks and rocky outcrops 
start to glitter.

The snowcapped mountains, dark 
gray tree branches, rugged valleys and 
yellow rock faces, all give off a strong 
sense of antiquity. It is a scene of rare 
beauty, further accentuated by a piece of 
recently built architecture in the vicinity. 

The building, known as the Jinshan
ling Shangyuan (upper cloister), is a 
public space open to travelers, sitting in 
a valley at the foot of the Jinshanling sec
tion of the Great Wall. This piece of the 
snaking structure of fortifications com
plex, which reaches far into the deserts 
of western China, is located close to Bei
jing, near Chengde, die Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911) summer retreat in Hebei 
province.

Flanked by cliffs and feeing the 
ancient defensive fortification, the build
ing covers an area of 615 square meters 
and features a combination of court
yards, platforms and halls. The entire 
building appears to be a natural exten
sion of the valley, with winding paths 
leading visitors to immerse themselves 
in the surrounding natural beauty.

The main entrance is located in the 
southeast, and “in die morning, you can 
see the sun rising from a frame on the 
roof,” says Liu Yichun, architect of the 
structure.

The orientation of the building’s Yunqi 
Hall is slighdy twisted, with the opening 
turned 90 degrees toward the southwest, 
which allows visitors to watch the sunset 
over the Great Wall. Guests can even 
relax in the corridors and watch the 
clouds rise, adding to die tranquil 
adnosphere of the space.

“We’ve strived to make it traditional, 
yet contemporary?’ says Liu, who has 
spent six years on die project, approved 
by the local government to enhance the 
experience of travelers in this wilderness
bound area. “Strictiy speaking, it is not a 
Zen temple, but it is a place that is meant 
for people to meditate in, in die context 
of bodi traditional Zen and contempo
rary culture.”

When he first arrived in the pristine 
mountain valley in 2017, Liu says he was 
reminded of Foguang Temple, a Bud
dhist place of worship on Wutai Moun
tain, in North China’s Shanxi province. 

“They were both located in valleys that 
faced the direction of the capital city of 
their times,” Liu says. Foguang Temple 
faces the ancient Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
capital of Chang’an, now known as Xi’an, 
in Shaanxi province.

During his visit to die Shanxi temple, 
Liu was amazed by the variable scenery 
and the gradual unveiling of the court
yards, platforms and halls. The experi
ence left a deep impression on him and 
offered inspiration for the design of the 
Shangyuan.

“In terms of spatial composition, the 
Shangyuan is analogous to Foguang 
Temple,” Liu explains.

Visitors first walk through the forest 
and enter a small courtyard, then pass a 
garden that is designed to seem natural
ly integrated with the terrain. Finally, as 
if walking out of the mountain, they 
enter a minimalistic, transparent Zen 
hall made of steel.

At the far end, the view toward the val
ley opens up, providing a breathtaking 
scene of the distant wall.

Guangzhou Design Institute Group for 
tiiree years, he decided to pursue further 
architectural studies at Tongji and got a 
master’s degree in 1997, subsequently 
working as one of the main architects at 
Tongji Architectural Design Group from 
1997 to 2000.

In 2001, Liu co-founded the Atelier 
Deshaus in Shanghai with his partner 
Chen Yifeng. Many of their projects have 
won international acclaim.

Liu took particular pride in the River
side Passage, built in 2019. This project, 
meant for use as a public space, was built 
on an abandoned coal wharf in Shang
hai. It has retained many of the historical 
characteristics of the original site, which 
was part of Shanghai’s rapid industriali
zation in the last century.

Now facing the inside of the wall is a 
solitary garden standing between wharf 
and shore. There is also a low corridor on 
the ground level. Outside the wall is a 
cantilevered corridor that visitors can 
use to overlook the Huangpu River.

The difference in elevation between 
these two corridors implies the changing 
scales and distances one experiences 
when viewing scenery, Liu says.

The former coal wharf has now 
become a slender post-and-beam steel 
structure where people can view Shang
hai’s industrial landscape, past and 
present: the chimney of the old gas 
plant, cranes in bright colors, concrete 
blocks embedded in mud and washed 
repeatedly by the tide, high-rises across 
die river and bridges far away. 

“The project’s importance lies in the 
natural integration of traditional Chi
nese understandings of space with a 
modern approach,” Liu explains.

In 2011, Liu’s firm was named one of 
the 10 members of the “design van
guard” by Architectural Record, a 
US-based monthly magazine dedicated 
to architecture and interior design.

The magazine noted that Deshaus 
embeds traditional principles of Chinese 
architecture in the DNA of its modem 
buildings.
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treasure box witii a wide, stable base. 
“The building is not only aesthetically 
pleasing, but also spacious inside, giving 
a sense of vastness and profundity,” 
Zhang says.

To minimize interference with nature, 
the structure was built in die mountains 
using die resources at hand. It sits on a 
flat piece of land that had once been a 
terraced farm built by villagers above an 
abandoned coal mine.

“The middle part of the building has a 
1.6-meter-high, stepped terrace, which 
not only emulates the geometric shape 
of the original farm, but also tries to cre
ate symbolic meaning as 1.6 meters is 
close to die height of an average human 
body?’ Liu says.

The curved roof is supported by two 
circles of slender steel columns, while 
the square base is molded to the terrain, 
which results in varying heights for the 
steel columns in the outer circle.

Lodged between two cliffs, the build
ing was designed to blend in with the 
landscape and appear as if it was grow
ing out of the ground. It can only be

J
Exploration, synthesis

Liu regards each architectural ven
ture he participates in as an opportunity 
to explore the essence of things. His 
works seek to integrate the disparate 
elements of landscape, humanity and 
functionality.

“I am an architect based in the Eastern 
world, and it’s natural for me to have my 
own cultural considerations when 
designing architecture in this kind of 
environment,” he says.

Those cultural reflections are derived 
from historical traditions, and are close
ly related to customs and artistic concep
tions that date back to ancient times.

He provides the example of poetry 
from die Tang and Song (960-1279) 
dynasties, which he sees as a unique fea
ture of Chinese culture, and which “can 
be expressed through the language of 
architecture”

Looking back at the long process of 
designing the Shangyuan, Liu says he 
feels grateful tiiat he had enough time to 
work on the project.

In the past six years, he spent time 
observing the sunrise and sunset in the 
mountains, learning about the trajectory 
of the sun and how it slides down the val
ley and through the building, and watch
ing how seasonal changes were marked 
by rain, gales and snow.

In fact, a flood in 2021 around the pro
posed area of the rest house pushed Liu to 
redesign die building’s drainage system 
based on die direction of the water flow. 

“The previous design couldn’t handle 
the rainwater that seeped down from all 
sides and flowed out through the valley?’ 
he recalls, adding that many such 
moments helped the building take 
shape.

Positive public feedback has strength
ened Liu’s belief that scenic buildings 
play an important role in strengthening 
the relationship between man and the 
natural environment.

“They can curate what people see, 
allowing them to achieve an apprecia
tion for art and nature, as well as a sense 
of oneness,” Liu says.

*■

Critical acclaim
Li Xiangning, head of the College of 

Architecture and Urban Planning, 
Tongji University, explains that the 
Shangyuan is divided into three parts. 

“The entrance, located above the 
mountain, is dry and consists of pebbles, 
coarse sand and white stones, reminding 
me of the deserts of Arizona,” Li says.

The inner courtyard gives him “a 
sense of liveliness, much like a garden” 

“Finally, arriving at die Zen hall with 
its carbon fiber roof, I feel a sense of deli
cacy and refinement”

Zhang Bin, an architect from Atelier 
Z+, a cross-disciplinary design firm in 
Shanghai, is also impressed by the build
ing. He compares it to a spacious, golden
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We’ve strived to make it traditional, yet contemporary. Strictly speaking, it is 

not a Zen temple, but it is a place that is meant for people to meditate in, 
in the context of both traditional Zen and contemporary culture.”

Architect builds temple-like public structure overlooking 
the Great Wall, Yang Feiyue reports.
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reached by a small patii along the moun
tains, which serve as natural walls for 
the structure.

In the near distance, the wall, draped 
like a dragon over the mountains, stands 
frozen in time.

“Everything is designed to produce a 
moment of tranquility?’ Liu says.

Bom in East China’s Shandong prov
ince, Liu, now in his 50s, has loved litera
ture and history his whole life, 
influenced by his father, a writer who 
preserved a rich collection of books.

In senior middle school, Liu read about 
die Sydney Opera House and the Xiang- 
shan Hotel, which made him realize that 
“architecture could combine the 
strengdis of both the humanities and the 
sciences” sparking his interest in die 
field.

Liu has come to appreciate architects 
who can blend history' and modernity, 
bringing together diverse cultures with a 
global mindset.

Liu graduated with a bachelor’s degree 
in architecture from Tongji University in 
Shanghai in 1991. After working at die
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approaches to filming such as trav
eling, discovering and telling peo
ple’s stories behind each ingredient. 
The background music is quite dra
matic, which Wang used to show

appeal for the audience. He says the 
documentary’s tone is earthy. “I 
think the value of this show is 
respecting things in daily life.”

The documentary infuses several

*

Top: A dish of Xialin lamb from Fujian’s Luoyuan county. 
Above: A poster of the documentary New Taste of Fujian. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

he chickens in Hetian 
town, Changting county, 
Fujian province, are differ
ent from some other

chickens in that they grow at a 
slower pace, are swifter in move
ment and have a tendency to perch 
on trees to rest. Additionally, they 
are known for their “superior taste”. 

Three renowned chefs were asked 
to each create a dish of Hetian chick
en, and their first task was to catch 
the meal. However, their first trial of 
making chicken dishes failed to win 
over villagers. Undeterred, the chefs 
spent more time with the chickens 
and the people who raised them, 
seeking inspiration for new ways to 
prepare die dishes. With renewed 
creativity, they finally created three 
delicious dishes.

The chefs’ trip to learn about 
Hetian chicken is shown in the first 
episode of New Taste of Fujian, a 
documentary that premiered on 
TV and online on Feb 27. The eight
episode program, featuring eight 
“national geographic indication 
products” from Fujian, is being 
aired on Southeast Satellite TV, 
Fujian Straits Satellite TV, Tencent 
Video and the People’s Daily app. 

Even with just three episodes 
released, the documentary ranks 
on top of the food documentary list 
on Tencent Video.

A Douban user, “Yangyan Chaoy- 
angyan”, from Fujian, comments 
that the documentary is “using a 
new approach to tackle an earthy 
topic, transforming rural vitaliza- 
tion into tangible faces and creative 
dishes”.

From Ningde Yellow croaker to 
Shao’an blue crab and Dongshan 
white asparagus, food columnist 
Lin Weihui leads 24 chefs in the 
documentary to experience rural 
life and explore diverse regional 
cultures where the agricultural 
products are found.

“The eight ingredients used in 
the show from Fujian are familiar 
to many people, so through the 
show we explain why we picked 
them,” Lin says.

For example, the dried bean curd 
sticks from Qingliu county use 
beans of a different quality than

A

» *

case the modernity of rural life. 
Yang Yan, the executive director, 

recalls that it was a hot summer 
when they were shooting the epi
sode on Hetian chicken.

“We visited many chicken farm
ers and were a bit jealous of the 
chickens,” Yang says, adding that 
the air is cleaner in the mountain 
area.

In 1964, Hetian chicken ranked 
second at the Canton Fair, or the 
China Import and Export Fair, 
where international buyers evalu
ated chickens based on body size, 
strength, weight, feather color and 
meat quality.

Yang says it was not easy to 
record the chickens’ movements 
while shooting the documentary, as 
they ran too fast for the camera to 
catch up. “We decided to stay at one 
fixed point and wait for them to 
come into our recording range.”

To grab the scenes of the chick
ens’ jumping onto trees, the crew 
waited several nights.

Liu Xin, one of the three chefs in 
the first episode, says he was 
impressed by the quality of Hetian 
chicken and touched by the story of 
a woman who raises the chickens. 
He created a dish combining Hetian 
chicken with mushrooms from Yun
nan province. Liu, founder of Hong 
0871 Yunnan cuisine restaurant in 
Beijing and Shanghai, has brought 
this dish back and added it onto his 
restaurant menu. He says, “If you 
want to continuously create new 
dishes, you have to keep finding 
new ingredients.

“The relationship between chefs 
and ingredients is like that of water 
and fish.”

From left: A chef cooks a dish using Xialin lamb from Luoyuan county of Fuzhou city. Fujian province. Lin Weihui (second from left) leads three chefs on a visit to a chicken farm in Hetian town, Changting coun
ty, Fujian. A chef presents taro from Fuding city, photos provided to china daily

other places, making the sticks 
quite flavorful.

The geographic environment 
with subtropical maritime mon
soon climate in Fujian has made 
the conditions for biodiversity pos
sible there.

Lin says he used to learn about 
ingredients from written material, 
archives and scientific angles, but 
this journey has allowed him to 
know the ingredients in the field. 

“When people talk about food, 
they may see it in restaurants or in 
markets, but behind a produced 
food are efforts by a large number 
of people,” Lin says. “We need to tell 
clearly why these ingredients are 
good and let more people know 
about them, which may increase 
farmers’ incomes and push the 
development of the agricultural 
industry.”

Lin has written down his feelings 
during the shooting and collected 
them into a book which he is about 
to publish.

Wang Shengzhi, general director 
of the show, has filmed documen
taries about food and literature 
and this is his first on rural vitali- 
zation.

“I took a year for this project, 
spending eight months to know 
about a duck. There are many spe
cial ingredients in Fujian which 
are easier to make films on, but I 
wanted to film normal ingredi
ents in daily life and try not to 
make the documentary dry,” Wang 
says.

Growing up in the countryside, 
Wang has a deep connection to 
rural life and he says he hopes the 
documentary will have artistic

After watching the first episode, 
Zhu Yannan, director of China 
Communication Research Center, 
says the story structure of each epi
sode is interesting, as there is a 
reversal in the middle and people 
will enjoy watching it.

“Besides showcasing ingredients, 
this documentary also presents the 
relationship between parents and 
their children,” he says.

“Watching the documentary not 
only brings us a visual feast of deli
cious food but also nourishes our 
spirit.

“The comprehensive promotion 
of rural vitalization is a major plan 
for national development during 
the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25), 
and we need to produce more 
shows like New Taste of Fujian” Zhu 
says.

Tan Xuewen, researcher at Rural 
Development Institute, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, says 
die documentary has both realistic 
and forward-looking meaning as it 
aims to promote sustainable devel
opment of agriculture.

“I’m surprised as a customer (of 
food) and as a viewer of the docu
mentary to get to know about vil
lagers’ lives and empathize witii 
them,” Tan says.

He says to help rural vitalization, 
more farmers should be involved in 
local marketing and sales to help 
the agricultural industry develop. 

Sheng Ruowei, chief editor of the 
National Humanity History maga
zine, says there are over 2,000 geo
graphic identification products 
across the country.

“These products which exist in 
various natural environments and 
have different histories and cultur
al backgrounds are important 
resources for our country to trans
form from a large agricultural 
country to a strong agricultural 
country,” he says.

He adds that the documentary 
will help the “national geographic 
identification products” to increase 
influence outside their origin pla-
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Documentary focuses on ingredients that make Fujian food so mouth watering, 
Li Yingxue reports.
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Cui Daiyuan, cultural scholar

German cellist delivers a suite performance

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/17/2023 3:44:10 PM

1

/

JI'

■ >
i

■ II

Contact the writer at
yangyangs@chinadaily.com.cn

fir

but a literary classic in which the 
writer included in his elegant writing 
a wealth of historical information, 
which, however, was not fully dis
played in the previous Chinese trans
lations. So, he decided to retranslate 
the novels. It took more than a year 
for Li to complete the translation, 
based on the 2012 edition, adding 
more than 300 new annotations to 
the 1,200 previous ones, making tire 
new edition the most annotated ver
sion in the world.

At the event “A flowing merging 
river of literature: Symposium on 
Chinese literature going global” Yil- 
in Press invited Chinese writers, 
book editors and translators of Chi
nese literature to discuss how Chi
nese fiction can attract more readers

ment by exploring contemporary 
music styles. For example, his record
ing, Pop Songs, with the BBC Philhar
monic, conducted by Omer Meir 
Wellber, was released in May 2022. 

“My parents often held parties, at

novels by Chinese writer Lu Min 
have been translated into seven lan
guages, of which the Swedish ver
sion of Dinner for Sir entered the 
2020 list of recommended books 
compiled by the Swedish cultural 
ministry, Yuan said.

Published by Balestier Press, the

from other countries.
By the end of2022, the publishing 

house had sold the copyrights to 603 
book titles in more than 40 coun
tries and regions, covering 36 lan
guages, said Yuan Nan, editor-in- 
chief of Yilin Press.

For example, in recent years, five

By CHEN NAN
chennan @chinadaily. com.cn

English translation of the novel was 
chosen by The New York Times best
selling author Paul French to be listed 
among the “best Chinese fiction in 
translation” in 2022. French wrote in 
the recommendation that the family 
depicted in the novel is “not your ster
eotypical Chinese family by any 
means” and reflects “the growing 
diversity of family forms in contem
porary China”

Another novel by Lu, This Love 
Could Not Be Delivered, a youth 
crime fiction, lias also been translat
ed into English and was published 
by Simon & Schuster.

At the event, Lu shared her experi
ences with translators from Germa
ny and Italy, saying that she found 
that interest from overseas translat-

play all six suites and record them,” 
recalls the cellist, adding that about 
10 years ago, his father died, which 
inspired him to make the recording. 

“I practiced very hard and I went 
to the studio to record one suite 
each day. It was like meditation, just 
me, my cello and Bach. After record
ing the suites, I felt better and light
er,” he says.

Now, the cellist describes the six 
cello suites as “six houses where I 
can walk around freely?

“I know the‘houses’very well, and 
each time I walk around them, I dis
cover something new, sometimes a 
new painting and sometimes a light 
from the window?’ he says.

The cellist has performed with 
internationally acclaimed orchestras 
such as the New York Philharmonic 
and the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Besides classical music 
recordings, he also worked with art
ists from different fields and 
explored the sounds of his instru-

by artists of a pingtan troupe from 
Suzhou that night at the venue. 
Pingtan is a genre of musical story
telling and ballad-singing in the 
Suzhou dialect. Though the old art 
form is foreign to him, the cellist 
was looking forward to the concert, 
which he described as a form of 
communication.

“We now realize how easily com
munication broke down during the 
pandemic, among families, friends 
and the whole of society. Now, we 
have a new chance to restart, so we 
should do something better. Is it 
only the music, or maybe some
thing deeper and more from our 
heart?” the cellist says. “We hope 
that the audiences enjoy the con
certs and go home feeling satisfied 
and joyful.”

Alongside his career as a soloist, 
Vogler has been director of the Dres
den Music Festival since October 
2008, as well as artistic director of 
the Moritzburg Festival since 2001.
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“We should never forget how 
wonderful it is to share music, thea
ter and the exchange of ideas. There 
are lots of musicians from Europe 
coming to perform in China and we 
should encourage more Chinese 
musicians to perform in Europe,” he 
says.

During his recital at the NCPA, 
which lasted for three hours, Vogler 
performed the six complete cello 
suites by Johann Sebastian Bach. 
Born into a musical family in Leip
zig, Germany, Vogler made a record
ing of the six cello suites about 10 
years ago. Bach moved to Leipzig in 
1723 and he worked in the principal 
churches in the town. When he com
posed the six suites, the instrument 
was fairly new.

“I have listened to Bach’s music 
since I was a child, on the radio, at 
concerts and when my father was 
teaching little kids. I first played the 
suites when I was 12 years old, and 
when I was much older, I dared to

Cellist Jan Vogler performs at the NCPA in Beijing on Sunday, 
presenting a program of six cello suites by Bach. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

ors and readers in Chinese literature 
may return to literature itself, rather 
than treating Chinese fiction as a way 
to satisfy their curiosity with precon
ceived Oriental stereotypes, and that 
they are sincerely interested in con
temporary Chinese society.

English translator Michael Day 
commented, via video, on Lu’s Gold
en River, which is being translated 
into Serbian and English, noting 
that it is a book with a grand theme 
and a complex narrative. He added 
that, although it represents an image 
of contemporary China, it’s not a 
static screenshot, but more like a 
dazzling mosaic, inlaid with many 
vibrant and even colliding elements. 

At the book launch event of Cao- 
mu You Benxin (Plants Grow for 
Themselves), Liu Huajie, a philoso
phy professor at Peking University, 
talked about “why common people 
need to ‘visit’ nature?

Liu studies scientific philosophy 
and history, but in recent years, he 
has been calling for resuming the 
ancient discipline of natural history, 
considering the plight that humans 
as a group, and as individuals, are 
feeing in their development.

For him, natural history is an 
accumulation of the wisdom that 
humans have gained from their 
interaction with nature, and is a 
well-tested system of knowledge 
and action. Restarting the ancient 
discipline of natural history is not 
only to find fun in nature, but to 
reexamine human nature and the 
relationship over generations 
between humans and nature.

Caomu You Benxin starts with the 
plants that grow at Peking Universi
fy to introduce interesting topics on 
plant nomenclature, plant terminol
ogy, invasive plants and plant ethics, 
to both popularize related knowl
edge, and offer a lifestyle, in which 
grown-ups can also maintain con
stant interest in exploring their sur
roundings like children, embracing 
a sense of optimism every day.

As artificial intelligence becomes 
increasingly smarter, people start 
questioning whether it is necessary 
to read. But reading, as an impor
tant way for humans to acquire 
knowledge and wisdom, will still be 
important, said guest speakers at an 
event with the theme, “In the time of 
Al, what is the meaning of reading? 

“Whether a person can have con
tinuous creativity and vitality 
depends on their humanistic culti
vation, which is built through social 
life and reading,” Cui Daiyuan, a cul
tural scholar, said at the event.

Every person has two worlds — 
the external material world and the 
internal spiritual world — and the 
nature of, and key to, human life lies 
in the spiritual world, which differ
entiates humans from animals, said 
Li Zhengrong, professor of Beijing 
Normal University.

“How does one build an internal 
spiritual life? They read,” Li said.

► j
Above: Writers, editors and translators talk about Chinese literature going global in a symposium at the 35th Beijing Book Fair. Top left: A 
new Chinese edition of The Complete Sherlock Holmes, translated by Li Jiazhen. Top right: The Golden River, written by Lu Min. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

which musicians, actors, dancers 
and artists gathered. As a child, I 
couldn’t imagine anyone’s life with
out art. I was also inspired by those 
great artists to look forward,” Vogler 
says.
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Cellist Jan Vogler gave his debut 
performance at the National Cen
tre for the Performing Arts in Bei
jing on Sunday. He was excited to be 
one of the first international musi
cians to perform at the iconic venue 
since the country relaxed its pan
demic-control measures.

“The pandemic forced us to be 
isolated. Before it, we really had a 
vivid cultural exchange. Now, we 
have to restart it. This concert is very 
special and a great way to resume 
exchanges again,” said the 
renowned cellist a day before the 
recital.

Sitting in his dressing room at 
the NCPA, the cellist had a hectic 
agenda during his three-day visit to 
Beijing, including interviews, 
meeting with Lyu Jia — music 
director of the China NCPA Orches
tra — and watching a performance

Whether a person can have continuous 
creativity and. vitality depends on their 

humanistic cultivation, which is built through 
social life and reading.”

ue to the COVID-19 pan
demic, the publishing 
industry in China 
encountered a lot of diffi

culties in the past three years. How
ever, as the bellwether of the 
publishing industry in China, the 
35th Beijing Book Fair, postponed 
three times since 2021, saw a record 
number of visitors during its ran 
from Feb 24-26, heralding, like 
spring, the green shoots of recovery 
for the industry in 2023.

The official statistics show that 
about 710 exhibitors set up 2,793 
stands that presented nearly 400,000 
book titles and 345 events, attracting 
more than 100,000 visitors, a record 
number, to the fair. On the first day of 
the book fair, at the peak time in the 
morning, visitors had to wait in line 
for half an hour to enter the exhibi
tion center. Readers that could not 
visit in person could watch lives- 
treamed events.

Apart from the recommendations 
by editors-in-chief from major pub
lishing houses and experts in differ
ent areas on livestreaming 
platforms, audiences could also buy 
books according to the recommen
dations of the key opinion leaders. 
For example, the sales of books in 
the livestreaming room of Wang 
Fang, a key opinion leader, or KOL, 
on Douyin, the Chinese iteration of 
TikTok, surpassed 10 million yuan 
($1.45 million) in five hours.

With its theme being “a new jour
ney to strengthen cultural self-confi
dence and create brilliant 
publications of high quality”, the fair 
offered books and events that dis
played efforts in those areas.

As one of the earliest publishers to 
introduce foreign literature into 
China, The Commercial Press 
launched 100 book titles under the 
Chinese Translation of World Litera
ture series at the book fair, which are 
classic works from different coun
tries and regions, such as Persian 
Letters, Crime and Punishment, and 
A Thousand and One Nights, cover
ing literary forms ranging from 
poetry, fiction and theater, to essays 
and biographies.

The five Revitalization Library 
collections became a highlight for 
Zhonghua Book Co at the feir. As a 
significant national cultural project 
initiated in 2017, the “library” is 
themed on the rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation, and selects impor
tant literature pertaining to the 
national revival, dating to the Opi
um War in 1840. It profoundly 
reveals the historical logic, the line
age of thought and the cultural con
text for China in its march toward 
rejuvenation.

Zhonghua Book also invited the 
translator of The Complete Sherlock 
Holmes, Li Jiazhen, to share his 
experience with readers, as a new 
edition of the detective novels was 
released in 2022.

Li said, about 15 years ago, when 
he reread The Complete Sherlock 
Holmes, he realized that it is not sim
ply a popular detective fiction series,

The 35th Beijing Book Fair shows that the nation’s publishing industry has turned 
a new page on a prosperous post-COVID chapter, Yang Yang reports.
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Left: Visitors read books at the 35th Beijing Book Fair held at the China International Exhibition Center from Feb 24-26.
Right: Staff members of a company recommend books via livestream at the start of the fair, photos by wang zhuangfei / china daily


