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By ZHONG NAN 
and WANG KEJU

In 2024, the world seeks stability 
amid uncertainty. According to 
United Nations predictions, global 
economic growth will slow to 2.4 
percent this year, which would be 
the lowest global economic growth 
rate since 2020.

The world has emerged from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but concerns 
remain about what and when the 
next one will be. Meanwhile, cli­
mate change is posing an increas­
ingly prominent threat to lives and 
property in the form of record tem-

continue to be the recovery driver 
for emerging economies. The gov­
ernment has introduced policies to 
promote the development of the 
private economy and encourage for­
eign investment, but the key lies in 
how to implement them to benefit 
the national economy and people’s 
livelihood.

For over 50 years, the World Eco­
nomic Forum lias gathered stake­
holders to provide platforms for fair 
and equal dialogue. Convening 
under the theme of “Rebuilding

How we respond to these challen­
ges will largely determine the fate of 
humanity. Fostering mutual trust 
has never been more important 

How China acts now can help 
secure stability and progress in the 
years to come. With China’s eco­
nomic growth in the third quarter 
being fester than expected, the 
International Monetary Rind has 
raised its forecast for China’s eco­
nomic growth in 2024.

China-US relations show signs of 
warmth, and China is expected to

trust”, the 54th Annual Meeting of 
the World Economic Forum, which 
will be held from Jan 15 to 19 in 
Davos, Switzerland, is organized 
around four main areas: achieving 
security and cooperation in a frac­
tured world, creating growth and 
jobs for a new era, using artificial 
intelligence as a driving force for the 
economy and society, and providing 
a long-term strategy for climate, 
nature and energy.

Wei Chuntao, director of the 
company’s supply chain manage­
ment center, said: “These vessels, 
which can each lift 3,000 metric 
tons, are being built for a Dutch 
shipowner. They are high-end 
ships and cost much more than 
bulk ships and small and medi­
um-sized container vessels.”

The technical specifications 
for these vessels, such as lifting

peratures and extreme weather 
events, and new technologies call 
for an urgent improvement of the 
technology governance system. The 
ongoing situation in the Middle 
East and the protracted Ukraine 
crisis, among other humanitarian 
crises, show a fragmenting world.

INNOVATION OPENS NEW DOORS 
FOR NATIONSEXPORTS

By XU WEI 
xawei@chinadaily.com.cn By JIANG CHENGLONG 

jiangchenglong@chinMlaily.com.cn

arly last month, work 
began on closing the hull of 
an offshore wind turbine 

installation vessel at a shipyard 
owned by a company in Yantai, 
Shandong province.

Yantai CIMC Raffles Ocean 
Technology Group has seen a 
notable increase in orders for this 
type of vessel since last year, with 
six of them currently under con­
struction, accounting for one- 
third of its total orders.

Couple spend decades turning 
desolate mountains into forest

Muizzu hailed as ‘old 
friend’ on his first 
state visit to China

Muizzu reaffirmed the Maldives’ 
adherence to the one-China policy, 
saying that his country looks for­
ward to further expanding new 
channels of bilateral cooperation 
and adding new dimensions to 
bilateral relations.

He said that the Maldives wel­
comes the arrival of more Chinese 
tourists, as China had been the 
nation’s largest source of inbound 
tourism before COVID-19.

Muizzu arrived in Fujian province, 
the first stop of his China visit, on 
Monday, where he toured the Xia­
men Free Trade Zone, the provincial

is crucial for the nation’s recovery 
from COVID-19.

“The Chinese market is crucial 
both for the tourism and fisheries 
sector of the Maldives, the two 
largest pillars of its economy, and 
Muizzu knows that he can rely on 
China for his economic agenda,” 
he said.

Lu Yang, a research fellow at the 
Institute of the Belt and Road Initi­
ative at Tsinghua University, said 
the elevation of ties between China 
and the Maldives was built on out­
comes from years of pragmatic 
cooperation.

She explained that the land­
mark projects built by China, such 
as the China-Maldives Friendship 
Bridge and an ophthalmology cen­
ter built through bilateral cooper­
ation, have garnered public 
support for stronger bilateral ties 
in the nation.

“The visit will undoubtedly ele­
vate bilateral relations and prag­
matic cooperation to a new level, 
and both countries have vast coop­
eration opportunities in the fields 
of the economy and trade, tourism, 
environmental protection and new 
energy,” she said.

museum and a fishery company.
He told a business gathering in 

Fujian that he has no doubt that 
“China will be our closest partner 
in development”, as he explained 
the Maldives’ national target to 
double its GDP from the current $6 
billion to $12 billion by 2028, 
according to a statement released 
by his office.

Liu Zongyi, director of the Center 
for South Asia Studies at the Shang­
hai Institutes for International 
Studies, said that Muizzu has 
adopted a more balanced foreign 
policy, and that support from China

China is willing to develop 
healthy and stable military-to-mili- 
tary relations with the United States 
on the basis of equality and respect, 
and jointly implement the military- 
related consensus reached by the 
two heads of state during their 
meeting in San Francisco in Novem­
ber, according to a statement 
released by the Ministiy of National 
Defense on Wednesday.

The statement was released after 
the 17th defense policy coordination 
talks between China and the US, 
which were held in Washington ear­
lier this week.

This was the first such event since 
then US House speaker Nancy Pelo­
si visited China’s Taiwan region in 
2022, and it comes as China and the 
US are resuming military communi­
cation at various levels.

Hie two-day talks, which con­
cluded on Tuesday, were co-chaired 
by an official from the Central Mili­
tary Commission’s International 
Cooperation Office and US Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chase.

The US should acknowledge Chi­
na’s concerns and do more to pro­
mote the development of bilateral 
military ties, said the ministry’s 
statement.

China also reiterated its position 
on the Taiwan question and the 
South China Sea issue.

The country will never compro­
mise on the Taiwan question and 
called on the US side to abide by the 
one-China principle, implement its 
relevant commitments, stop arming 
Taiwan and oppose ‘Taiwan inde­
pendence”, the statement said.

China also urged the US to reduce 
its military deployment and provoc­
ative actions in the South China Sea 
and stop providing support to cer­
tain countries that have infringed 
on China’s territorial integrity and 
caused provocations.

The US should fully recognize the 
root causes of maritime and air 
security' risks, strictly restrain its 
front-line troops and stop hyping up 
problems, the ministry said.

China has also made clear its sol­
emn position and major concerns 
on issues concerning China’s core 
interests and international hot spot 
issues, it added.

A readout from the US Depart­
ment of Defense said that the two 
sides discussed US-China defense 
relations, and the US side high­
lighted the importance of main­
taining open lines of military 
communication in order to pre­
vent competition from veering into 
conflict.

capacity and operational water 
depth, have been upgraded to 
meet clients’ demands, Wei add­
ed.

Chen Bin, deputy director of 
the expert committee at the China 
Machinery Industry Federation, 
which is based in Beijing, said 
that Chinese products have bene­
fited from continued improve­
ments in technological 
capabilities and the advancement 
of industrial transformation and 
upgrading.

Innovative play delves into intersection 
of technology and human emotions 
LIFE, PAGE 16

u

Editorial,

page 11

-_______ lit?_________ _______________________________
Soldiers patrol the streets of Quito, the capital of Ecuador, after the 
nation declared a state of emergency on Tuesday. At least 10 people 
have been killed in a series of attacks in what President Daniel Noboa 
called an "internal armed conflict", dolores ochoa / ap See story, page 6

President Xi Jinping and Maldiv­
ian President Mohamed Muizzu 
announced the elevation of bilater­
al ties to a comprehensive strategic 
partnership on Wednesday, with 
both nations pledging further coop­
eration on the building of the Belt 
and Road, the digital economy and 
green development.

Xi rolled out the red carpet for 
Muizzu at the Great Hall of the Peo­
ple in Beijing with a welcoming cer­
emony that included a review of a 
guard of honor and a 21-gun salute. 
The Maldivian president is on a 
five-day state visit to China that 
started on Monday.

The two leaders witnessed the 
signing of an action plan for devel­
oping the comprehensive strategic 

partnership, as well as 
agreements ranging 
from the blue, or 
ocean, economy' to 
infrastructure.

Xi called his Maldiv­
ian counterpart “old friend” at the 
start of their talks, saying the feet 
that Muizzu is the first foreign 
leader he lias hosted this year and 
that Muizzu chose China as the 
destination of his first state visit 
overseas since taking office, speaks 
volumes about the emphasis both 
nations place on the relationship. 

“China-Maldives relations are 
presented with a historic opportu­
nity to build on past achievements 
and forge ahead toward the future 
under the new circumstances,” he 
said.

Xi underscored that China 
respects and supports the Mal­
dives in exploring a development 
path that suits its national condi­
tions, and firmly supports the Indi­
an Ocean nation in safeguarding 
its national sovereignty, independ­
ence, territorial integrity and 
national dignity.

China will welcome the arrival of 
more students from the Maldives, 
and support the increase in the 
number of direct flights between the 
two nations, Xi told his guest.
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INSIDE 
Progress with 
new impetus 
and stability

President Xi Jinping shakes hands with visiting president of the Republic of Maldives Mohamed Muizzu in Beijing on Wednesday. The two
heads of state announced the elevation of bilateral ties to a comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership, feng yongbin / china daily
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momentum in demand for electron­
ics products, including smartphones 
and home appliances.

en by a recovery in the service sector, 
while manufacturing and commodi­
ty demand remained lackluster. This 
had a dampening effect on China’s 
export performance.

There is hope for the synchroniza­
tion and improvement of the manu­
facturing cycles in China, the US, 
and globally next year, Zhong said, 
adding that thanks to the recovery in 
global manufacturing and commod­
ity trade, the general direction for 
China’s export recovery and growth 
appears more certain.

“While there may be some pres­
sure due to adjustments in the global 
industrial supply chain, which could 
affect China’s export regions and 
their products’ market occupancy 
abroad, the overall impact on the 
country’s total volume of exports 
should not be overly concerning,” he 
said. “We anticipate that in 2024, 
China’s exports will experience a 
modest recovery, with export growth 
expected to reach up to 4 percent on 
a yearly basis.”

Liu Xiangdong, a researcher at the 
China Center for International Eco­
nomic Exchanges, which is based in 
Beijing, stressed the importance of 
diversifying export markets to 
reduce dependence on any single 
market and mitigate the effects of 
sluggish external demand. China 
should actively explore emerging 
markets and regions with growing 
consumption power, Liu said.

By expanding market access and 
promoting trade cooperation with 
these economies, Chinese exporters 
can tap new opportunities brought 
by the Regional Comprehensive Eco­
nomic Partnership, the Belt and 
Road Initiative, the nation’s pilot 
free trade zones, and the annual Chi­
na International Import Expo to off­
set the decline in traditional 
markets, Liu added.

The use of digital technologies 
and e-commerce platforms is likely 
to help Chinese exporters adapt to 
changing market situations to 
expand their presence worldwide. 
This approach also opens up new 
avenues for accessing international 
markets and overcoming logistical 
challenges, Liu said.

To create effective drivers for Chi­
na’s foreign trade, the Ministry of 
Commerce said last month it would 
help the nation’s exporters establish 
overseas warehouses for cross-bor­
der e-commerce, offer tailored train­
ing on new foreign trade formats to 
interested businesses, and encour­
age innovations in cross-border 
e-commerce.

China’s imports and exports via 

w
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In particular, technology-inten­
sive green products and those with 
long industrial chains, such as elec­
tronics, liquefied natural gas carriers 
and construction machinery, will 
drive the nation’s exports this year, 
Chen added.

For example, there lias been a sig­
nificant increase in global demand 
for offshore wind installation ves­
sels, with Chinese shipyards secur­
ing nearly 90 percent of the resulting 
manufacturing orders. As of Octo­
ber, 37 orders had been placed 
worldwide for such vessels, with Chi­
nese shipyards responsible for build­
ing 33 of them, data from the China 
Association of the National Ship­
building Industry show.

Ming Ming, chief economist at 
CITIC Securities, said that even 
though the current global economic 
landscape is characterized by per­
sistently low levels of exports, con­
sumption and investment demand 
among major economies, China’s 
export sector has capitalized on its 
ability to adapt and diversify its 
product offerings.

Chinese manufacturers have dem­
onstrated agility in identifying 
emerging market trends and adjust­
ing their production to match them, 
Ming said.

Peng Bo, a researcher specializing 
in foreign trade at the Chinese Acad­
emy of International Trade and Eco­
nomic Cooperation in Beijing, said: 
“It is crucial to recognize the emerg­
ing opportunities. China’s foreign 
trade is undergoing a transition 
from rapid growth to focus on high- 
quality expansion.”

Highlighting the ongoing optimi­
zation of the nation’s foreign trade 
structure, the gradual reinforcement 
of new trade momentum, and the 
effective implementation of stable 
foreign trade policies, Peng said 
technology-intensive green prod­
ucts have emerged as a vital growth 
driver for China’s exports. 

At the annual Central Economic
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cross-border e-commerce stood at 
1.7 trillion yuan in the first three 
quarters of last year, up by 14.4 per­
cent year-on-year, the ministry said. 

Xu Hongcai, deputy director of the 
China Association of Policy Science’s 
economic policy committee, said the 
increasing importance of emerging 
economies in bolstering China’s 
exports is undeniable. However, 
there is still a lack of supporting ser­
vices for businesses venturing into 
these markets.

“Expanding the scope of expoit 
credit insurance is critical, as it ena­
bles the expansion of credit assist­
ance for companies engaged in 
exports to emerging markets,” Xu 
said, adding that it is equally essential 
to encourage financial institutions to 
play a better role in advancing cross- 
border services, and facilitating 
investment and financing. This is 
particularly vital in sectors such as 
cross-border e-commerce and mar­
ket procurement, where dedicated 
efforts should be made.

Apart from encouraging domestic 
companies to take part in interna­
tional exhibitions and trade events, 
the government should provide 
comprehensive information services 
for exporters. This includes offering 
legal and regulatory information on 
areas such as land, environmental 
protection, and wages in overseas 
markets, Xu added.

In late October, the GAC intro­
duced 16 reform measures to 
improve the quality of processing 
trade and provide stronger policy 
support for the industry’s gradual 
evolution. Processing trade involves 
importing raw materials or compo­
nents and exporting them as fin­
ished products after they are 
processed or assembled on the Chi­
nese mainland.

Huang Lingli, deputy director of 
the GAC’s commodify inspection 
department, said the policies are 
aimed at encouraging imports of key 
commodities such as crude oil, coal, 
natural gas, iron ore, copper concen­
trate, and grains.

The manufacturing facilities are 
located in central, western, and 
northeastern areas of China, and the 
initiative is designed to boost local 
processing trade activities to stabilize 
the supply and industrial chains of 
strategic commodities, Huang said.

Last month, Tang Wenhong, 
assistant minister of commerce, said 
at an economic forum held in Beijing 
by tlie China Center for Internation­
al Economic Exchanges that for its 
next step, the government will intro­
duce a number of innovative and 
comprehensive measures in areas 
such as trade, investment, finance, 
and other sectors to further advance 
its opening-up process.

1

container ship waits 
to leave Lianyungang, 
Jiangsu province, for 
South Africa in May. 
WANG CHUN / FOR CHINA DAILY

A - -

Work Conference in Beijing last 
month, Chinese leaders stressed that 
among the top priorities for this 
year, efforts should be made to foster 
new drivers of foreign trade, consoli­
date the overall performance of for­
eign trade and foreign capital, and 
expand intermediate goods trade, 
services trade, digital trade and 
cross-border e-commerce exports.

Gao Lingyun, a researcher at the 
Institute of World Economics and 
Politics, which is part of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, said tra­
ditional exports such as clothing and 
furniture are being replaced increas­
ingly by high-tech innovations in 
fields such as new energy and 
advanced manufacturing.

This shift marks a significant 
transformation in the export land­
scape, where cutting-edge technolo­
gies and sustainable solutions are 
moving to the forefront over conven­
tional goods, Gao added.

The strong export performance of 
the “new three” — electric vehicles, 
lithium batteries, and solar cells — 
lias maintained double-digit growth 
for 14 consecutive quarters, with a 
year-on-year rise of 41.7 percent to 
798.99 billion yuan ($111.82 billion) 
in the first three quarters of last year, 
data from the General Administra­
tion of Customs, or GAC, show. 
These exports accounted for 4.5 per­
cent of the nation’s total.

With positive factors continuing 
to be seen in the fourth quarter, Chi­
na’s foreign trade value reached 3.7 
trillion yuan in November, a rise of 
1.2 percent year-on-year.

Shu Jueting, spokeswoman for the 
Ministry of Commerce, said, “A sta­
ble and improved foreign trade 
structure relies on a steady increase 
in volume,” adding that external 
demand has also shown signs of 
recovery in recent months.

For instance, China’s exports to 
the United States grew by 9.6 per­
cent year-on-year in November, end­
ing a 14-month decline, the ministry 
said.

Shu said there is a clear recovery

Seeking new paths
Zhang Liqun, a researcher at the 

Development Research Center of the 
State Council, said that in confront­
ing fierce competition abroad, more 
Chinese companies are venturing 
into tlie uncharted territory of inno­
vation, with their role as primary 
innovators becoming increasingly 
prominent.

This emerging trend is exempli­
fied by Suzhou Junion Intelligent 
Technology Co, a robotic products 
manufacturer based in Jiangsu 
province. The company has increas­
ingly focused on technological inno­
vation and expansion in markets 
overseas, particularly targeting the 
US and Europe in recent years.

Ge Jianhua, the company’s presi­
dent, said: “Solar power is currently 
an industry with the biggest 
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demand for industrial robots. In 
response to customer needs, we aim 
to develop comprehensive 
‘unmanned’ products, achieving 
‘robot replacement’ in all scenarios.” 

To offer companies more export 
options and minimize risks, the 
State Council, China’s Cabinet, 
announced a series of measures ear­
ly last month to accelerate integrat­
ed development of domestic and 
foreign trade. The aim is to simplify 
regulations and remove obstacles 
for businesses to access domestic 
and foreign markets.

The government will ease the 
alignment and integration of trade 
regulations between domestic mar­
ket-oriented companies and export- 
oriented businesses, promote the 
coordination of domestic and inter­
national trade standards, inspection 
and certification, as well as regulato­
ry systems, to continuously meet 
international standards.

Yantai Tiezhongbao Steel Process­
ing Co, another maritime equip­
ment manufacturer based in Yantai, 
found that its original growth model 
focused on domestic trade no longer 
met its needs. As a result, it is seek­
ing processing and trading orders in 
overseas markets.

Qu Xiaoqun, the company’s vice- 
president, said, “Even though we 
have exported a few components for 
offshore drilling platforms and spe­
cialized vessels in recent years, we 
found that it wasn’t easy when we 
tried to independently engage in for­
eign trade.”

Tlie company decided to adopt a 
processing and trading approach. 
This involved importing steel alloy 
plates and transforming them into 
versatile guidance structures for use 
on oil pipelines and maritime equip­
ment. These finished products are 
then exported to energy companies 
based in Qatar, France and Norway.

China’s foreign 
trade is 
undergoing a 
transition from 
rapid growth to 
focus on high- 
quality 
expansion.” 
Peng Bo, researcher at the 
Chinese Academy of Inter­
national Trade and Eco­
nomic Cooperation
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Recovery expected
Customs data show that China’s 

foreign trade amounted to 37.96 tril­
lion yuan from January to Novem­
ber, consistent with the 
corresponding period for the previ­
ous year.

Zhong Zhengsheng, chief econo­
mist at Ping An Securities, said the 
economic resilience of tlie US and 
Europe last year was primarily driv­

*
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Left: Wind power devices for export are produced at a factory in Binzhou, Shandong province, chu baorui / for china daily Center: Wind turbines await shipment overseas at Penglai Port in Yantai, Shandong, tang ke 
/ for china daily Right: Workers produce lithium batteries at a factory in Changzhou, Jiangsu, li bo / xinhua
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system is undergoing profound 
changes, China is transitioning 
from a follower to one of its defin­
ing forces.

The WEF is committed to serving 
as a bridge between East and West, 
deepening mutual understanding, 
accelerating cooperation, enhanc­
ing dialogue and avoiding misjudg­
ments, barriers and collisions.

Second, there is a need for 
increased public-private coopera­
tion. Trust is the basis for interac­
tions between countries, people, 
institutions and enterprises. With 

the aim of achieving mutual bene­
fit and promoting a shared future 
for China and the world, the WEF 
is working with governments, 
business, academia and civil soci­
ety to promote cooperation 
between the public and private 
sectors, gathering support from 
all sides on WEF initiatives 
launched in China.

Finally, China can contribute its 
insights to solving shared prob­
lems. Humanity is facing a series of 
common challenges that no single 
country or international organiza­

tion can address or tackle alone. 
China plays a leading role in many 
fields, including renewable energy. 
Its hydropower capacity, wind 
power and solar power generation 
rank first in the world. China has 
also made the country’s low-carbon 
energy transition a principal part 
of its 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25). 

The Chinese delegation attend­
ing this year’s annual meeting has 
returned to its pre-pandemic size. 
Its members will have the chance 
to participate in sessions on a 
range of critical global issues, 

making China’s voice heard on the 
international platform and send­
ing the signal of openness and 
cooperation.

The WEF acts as a window for 
China to understand the world 
and the world to understand Chi­
na, exploring new areas of cooper­
ation. When the first Chinese 
delegation arrived in Davos to 
attend the annual meeting in
1979, the country accounted only 
for 2 percent of the global GDP. 
Now that figure is approaching 20 
percent.

Chinese stakeholders are 
increasingly active in utilizing the 
WEF platform to exchange ideas 
and viewpoints with global busi­
ness leaders, academia and civil 
society.

Trust fosters collaboration, and 
dialogue leads to win-win results. 
We look forward to discussions 
with leaders from various sectors at 
the World Economic Forum annual 
meeting. The rebuilding of trust is 
imperative to improve the state of 
the world.

The author is Greater China chair­
man of the World Economic Forum. 
The views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

By XU WEIWEI in Hong Kong 

’muienxu@chinadailyapac.com

China has become Finland’s 
third-largest trading partner and 
its fourth-largest destination for 
overseas investment, as well as its 
largest trading partner in Asia for 
20 consecutive years.

As China advances its moderniza­
tion drive, Xi said that the nation is 
walling to share development oppor­
tunities with Finland, strengthen 
mutually beneficial cooperation and 
deepen their partnership.

Xi expressed China’s willingness 
to work with Finland and other 
European countries to maintain 
and develop China-European Union 
relations based on a strategic vision

ByMOJINGXI
mojingxi@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHANG YUNBI 
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn

China has a long civilization as 
evidenced by new archaeological 
discoveries at Liangzhu and Erli- 
tou sites, which were mentioned by 
Xi in his recent New Year message, 
he noted.

China is not only a state by legal 
definition, but also a civilization by 
itself, said the analyst of Chinese 
descent. China has about 5,000 
years of historical records and is 
the only ancient civilization that 
still exists with uninterrupted con­
tinuity for 5,000 years. “Harmony 
in diversity, and not unity in dis­
harmony, for instance, comes from 
the philosophy of Confucius.”

Also, the Chinese culture always 
believes in a win-win outcome, which 
indicates that there is adequate space 
for everyone to develop, he said.

The essence of Chinese culture 
teaches the doctrine of “the golden 
mean” — or the most desirable out­
come between two sides — which is 
very much different from the West­
ern culture of “dominance” said 
Chin, who is also a successful busi­
nessman.

However, in the minds of some 
Western leaders, there is no such 
thing as a win-win situation, he said. 
There is no such thing as a compro­
mise for them, as they think one par­
ty will have to lose, Chin added.

The analyst pointed out that, in 
the 248 years since the US achieved 
independence in 1776, there have 
been less than 15 years where the 
US has not been at war with other 
nations.

Some countries “can’t survive eco­
nomically without starting wars or 
conflicts with other nations” he said. 

“The reason is that (when) there 
is a war, oil prices and agricultural 
production will go up, and weap- 

Xi notes in letter to Iowa friend that future 
growth needs to rely ‘more on the two peoples’

and long-term perspective. 
Niinisto, who is due to complete 

his second six-year term as Finnish 
president later this month, paid 
state visits to China in 2013 and 2019. 
He told Xi on Wednesday that these 
two visits remain fresh in his memo­
ry and he was glad to have witnessed 
the positive results achieved in bilat­
eral cooperation in all fields.

The Finnish president’s office 
said in a statement that the lead­
ers also had a thorough discussion 
on the global geopolitical situa­
tion and the need to combat cli­
mate change and cooperation in 
this field.

China and Finland agreed on 
Wednesday to bolster their mutual­
ly beneficial cooperation and 
enhance communication on inter­
national and regional affairs amid 
global challenges, as President Xi 
Jinping met with Finnish President 
Sauli Niinisto via video link.

Xi praised Finland’s continuity in 
maintaining a friendly China policy, 
saying that President Niinisto, in 
particular, has been committed to 
promoting pragmatic cooperation 
and friendly exchanges.

As the global economic power 
shifts from the West to the East, the 
unique Chinese culture and China’s 
efforts for a shared future for man­
kind, as promoted by President Xi 
Jinping, can help unite the Associa­
tion of Southeast Asian Nations and 
the whole world, said Malaysian 
political analyst Chin Yew Sin.

“President Xi’s concept of building 
a community with a shared future 
for mankind, for instance, is reso­
nant with the ancient concept of 
‘bringing peace to all states’, which 
originated in The Book of History” 
said Chin, an adviser for the Asia-Pa­
cific region at the Global One Belt 
One Road Association, in a recent 
interview with China Daily.

It has been more than 10 years 
since Xi proposed the shared 
future concept in 2013, the same 
year he put forward the Belt and 
Road Initiative proposal. It lias 
reflected in China’s foreign policy, 
incorporated in and carried out 
through the BRI by assisting many 
developing countries to build phys­
ical and digital infrastructures to 
enhance their economic growth in 
a much shorter time, he said.

“Eventually, this concept will 
promote ‘universal brotherhood’, 
‘global unity5 and world peace for 
all,” said Chin.

Xi’s notion of peace and develop­
ment as well as coexistence for 
mutual benefits is vital in resolving 
the current conflicts in the world, 
he said, adding that many conflicts 
can be resolved or avoided by 
adhering to this concept. “China is 
well poised to become a peacemak­
er in the world.”

Young players from China and the United States pose for a photo after a match on Tuesday that 
was part of a table tennis exchange event at the International Table Tennis Federation Museum
in Shanghai, zhang hengwei / china news service

In 1950, Finland was one of the 
first Western countries to establish 
diplomatic relations with the Peo­
ple’s Republic of China.

During Xi’s state visit to the 
northern European nation in 2017, 
the two sides decided to establish a 
future-oriented new-type coopera­
tive partnership, which is unique in 
China’s foreign relations.

Xi said that the two countries 
have constantly deepened coopera­
tion in recent years in areas such as 
the forest industry, agricultural 
and food products and winter 
sports, bringing concrete benefits 
to the two peoples.

new year, Xi and US President Joe 
Biden exchanged congratulatory let­
ters to celebrate the anniversary.

In his reply to Lande, Xi noted that 
the relationship, after weathering 
winds and rain, is bearing the fruits 
of cooperation, benefiting the two 
countries as well as the world.

He emphasized that the achieve­
ments made in the relations are first 
and foremost attributable to the 
joint efforts of the two peoples, and 
the ties’ future growth “needs to rely 
even more on the two peoples”

In November, the Chinese and US 
heads of state met in San Francisco, 
and the two sides achieved a series of 
outcomes.

During Xi’s visit to the US in 
November, Lande attended a wel­
coming banquet for the Chinese 
president that was jointly organized 
by US friendship groups, and she 
exchanged pleasantries with Xi.

In her letter to Xi, she said the pres­
ident's speech at the banquet was 
well received and inspiring.

Noting the plan unveiled by Xi 
under which a total of50,000 young 
people from the US will be invited 
for study and exchanges in China 
over the next five years, she said the 
program is exciting and she hopes 
that Muscatine High School will be 
part of the program.

In his reply, Xi said the future of 
China-US relations lies with youths, 
and he welcomed the students from 
Muscatine to participate in the 
exchange program.

He quoted a Chinese saying, “Read 
10,000 books and travel 10,000 
miles” which highlights the equal sig­
nificance of theory and practice.

He said that he announced the 
exchange program in the hope that 
more young people from the US will 
visit China, observe the country with 
their own eyes, listen to China with 
tlieir own ears, and measure China 
with their own feet.

He added that he hopes youths in 
the US can experience the real, mul­
tidimensional and comprehensive 
China, and “build more bridges of 
mutual understanding and affection 
between the two peoples”

China is a crucial participant in 
global affairs, and the World Eco­
nomic Forum hopes to deepen its 
cooperation with China to facili­
tate the building of trust in three 
key areas.

First, East-West dialogue is cru­
cial. China, as the world’s second- 
largest economy, plays an essential 
role in various fields including 
global politics, economics and sci­
entific and technological innova­
tion. As the global governance 

ons can be sold better. This is 
known as the War Economy?’

Chin noted that the BRI shows 
the difference between the two 
powers. “China constructs, US 
destructs,” he said.

He said that countries such as 
ASEAN members cannot depend 
on the US dollar as the country can 
weaponize the currency and those 
who rely on it will become victims. 

ASEAN countries should join 
BRICS — the recently expanded 
bloc started by Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa — as 
soon as possible so that the pace of 
de-dollarization can be faster for 
the benefit of its members.

ASEAN, with its 670 million pop­
ulation, is the second largest trading 
bloc in the world in terms of popula­
tion after the Regional Comprehen­
sive Economic Partnership. Several 
ASEAN members including Viet­
nam have been working with China 
in jointly building a community 
with a shared future.

“China’s path to modernization 
will provide a very good example for 
other developing countries to mod­
ernize themselves and become pros­
perous solely based on their own 
efforts without hating to rob other 
countries’ resources,” said Chin.

One of Xi’s biggest achievements 
has been to uplift the living stan­
dards of people in rural areas and 
eradicate the absolute poverty of 
800 million people from the total 
population of 1.4 billion Chinese 
people, he added.

He noted that Xi has also carried 
out many development plans to 
revitalize and modernize China, 
including rural areas, through 
modern infrastructure develop­
ments and advanced digital tech­
nologies.

Chin mentioned Xi’s immense 
contributions to modernize China. 
“Since assuming office in 2013, Xi 
has made social, economic, techno­
logical, and military reforms,” he 
said.

Defense:
Mechanism
coordinates 

l|

This was the first meeting 
under the mechanism of China- 
US defense policy coordination 
talks since Pelosi’s provocative 
visit to China’s Taiwan region, 
which triggered a series of Chi­
nese countermeasures, including 
the cancellations of the defense 
policy coordination talks, the Chi- 
na-US Military Maritime Consult­
ative Agreement meetings and 
telephone conversations between 
theater commanders.

At November’s historic sum­
mit between President Xi Jinping 
and US President Joe Biden in 
San Francisco, they agreed to, on 
the basis of equality and respect, 
resume high-level military-to- 
military communication, includ­
ing the three canceled 
mechanisms.

After the San Francisco sum­
mit, General Liu Zhenli, chief of 
staff of the Central Military Com­
mission’s Joint Staff Depart­
ment, talked with General 
Charles Brown, Jr., chairman of 
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, via 
video link in late December.

The US Department of Defense 
said in the readout that it will 
continue to engage in active dis­
cussions with Chinese counter­
parts about future engagements 
between defense and military 
officials at multiple levels.

The defense policy coordination 
talks were established in 2005. The 
most recent dialogue under the 
mechanism was held in 2021, 
according to the department

Hu Bo, director of Peking Uni­
versity’s Center for Maritime 
Strategy Studies, said the defense 
policy coordination talks serve as 
a crocial platform for China and 
the US to exchange views on mili­
tary relations and policies.

Its primary function is to 
implement the important con­
sensus reached by the leaders of 
both countries and defense offi­
cials, Hu said, noting that it 
involves agenda coordination at 
the working level for bilateral 
communication and dialogue.

He said that the defense policy 
coordination talks have been the 
“most active” dialogue mecha­
nism between the two militaries in 
the past, with meetings held annu­
ally. “All military exchanges 
between the two sides are commu­
nicated and coordinated through 
this mechanism,” he added.

An international relations 
researcher with a military acade­
my, who asked to remain anony­
mous, said that the defense policy 
coordination talks are very 
important for the two countries to 
know about their concerns and 
enhance mutual trust.
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Lee Jae-myung, leader of South Korea’s opposition Democratic Party, 
leaves National University Hospital in Seoul on Wednesday. Lee, 59, 
underwent surgery and eight days of treatment after being stabbed 
in the neck on Jan 2 in the southeastern city of Busan, yonhap via 
REUTERS

• 1

but

President Xi Jinping said China is 
willing to work with the United 
States to promote the steady, sound 
and sustained development of Chi- 
na-US relations, and to seek more 
benefits for the two peoples and 
provide more public goods for the 
international community.

Xi made the comment in a reply 
letter on Jan 4 to one of his longtime 
friends in the US state of Iowa, Sarah 
Lande. She is former executive 
director of Iowa Sister States, a non­
profit organization that builds glob­
al cultural, economic and 
educational partnerships.

In 1985, Lande received Xi, who 
was then secretary of the Communist 
Party of China Zhengding county 
committee in Hebei province, when 
he visited the small Iowa city of Mus­
catine.

During Xi’s visit to the US in 2012 
as China’s vice-president, he went to 
Lande’s home again to meet with 
those he lias affectionately referred 
to as his “old friends” in Iowa.

In May, 2022, Xi sent a reply after 
Lande wrote to him and enclosed a 
copy of her memoir, “Old Friends”: 
The Xi Jinping-Iowa Story, asagift 

Recently, Lande wrote another 
letter to Xi, saying that the US and 
China, as major countries, should 
work together to address issues 
including climate change, food secu­
rity, narcotics and regional conflicts, 
for the benefit of human society.

In his reply, Xi emphasized that 
China and the US are the world’s 
largest developing and developed 
countries, respectively, and the 
future of the planet “needs the stabil­
ity and improvement of China-US 
relations’:

Beijing is willing to work with 
Washington to jointly build a world 
of lasting peace, universal security, 
common prosperity, openness and 
inclusiveness, as well as cleanliness 
and beauty, he said.

This year marks the 45th anniver­
sary of the establishment of Sino-US 
diplomatic ties. On the first day of the 

Country’s efforts will help 
unite ASEAN and world
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Editor’s note: As protection of the planet’s flora, fauna and resources becomes increasingly important, China Daily is publishing a series of stories to illustrate the country’s commitment to safeguarding the natural world.
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NGO founder finds way to clear the air
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Liaoning couple foster forest in mountainsByHOULIQIANG
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and he wanted to join Airman as a 
volunteer,” he said.
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tai bureau to report the violation. 
“Officials at the bureau were 
shocked. They attached great 
importance to the issue. A team 
headed by a deputy head of the 
bureau was then dispatched to 
investigate other violations,” Zhao 
said, adding the factory was even­
tually fined.

the eve of last year’s Chinese Lunar 
New Year.

Instead of watching the CC1V 
Spring Festival Gala on Jan 21 like 
most Chinese, the couple went to 
patrol the mountains with the fami­
lies of their son and daughter.

Many people set off fireworks to 
mark die arrival of die new year, so

Led bj' ministerial-level officials, 
die inspection team reports to a 
central group headed by a vice-pre­
mier of the State Council, China’s 
Cabinet

Zhao said his NGO has played a 
role in the rectification of 600 to 
800 major environmental viola­
tions.

Airman has also seen the number 
of its volunteers expand to over 500 
as it strives to address air pollution- 
related violations in the Beijing-Tian- 
jin-Hebei region and die Fenhe- 
Weihe Plain area that stretches 
across Shanxi, Shaanxi and Henan 
provinces. Both are key regions for 
air pollution control.

In 2019 in Hancheng, Shaanxi, 
frequent explosions at a quarry 
caused noise pollution and sent 
heavy clouds of dust into the air.

Now, more tiian 50,000 trees of 
over 20 species cover the land they

Zhao Liang’s volunteers gather evidence for oversight of polluters, 
engage in dialogue. Hou Liqiang reports.
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second year. We were determined to contracted, following their consistent
transform the desolate mountains,”
she said.

The couple’s perseverance finally
paid off. They discovered that some diem not only a lot of time, but also a
tree species were tough enough to great deal of money. The couple used 
survive, including pine and mulberry, proceeds from fruit sales to fund the

effort.
“It has been so long, and we have

4,4 ;

the holiday is a time when they have 
to stay vigilant against fire hazards, 
Tian said.

The couple has also welcomed 
some unexpected winged visitors 
since the turn of the century.

In the spring of2000, several egrets 
and herons came to the mountains 
and took advantage of a nearby reser­
voir, and they didn’t leave until the 
weather turned cold.

Egrets and herons are often recog­
nized as environmental monitors, as 
they have very strict requirements for 
environmental conditions in their 
habitats.

More birds have come in the ensu­
ing years. Currently, the number of 
birds that inhabit the two moun­
tains during the warm period every 
year stands at around 2,000.

Last year, local authorities 
named the mountains “Luling” — 
which literally means “the moun­
tains herons inhabit” — as tourists 
kept pouring in, lured by the trees 
and rare birds.

The couple has no plans to quit 
their work, and they hope their chil­
dren will follow in their footsteps. 

“We cherish the mountains and 
trees as we cherish our own chil­
dren,” Lu said. “Even as we grow old, 
they will continue to guard the 
woods and watch over the birds.”

The Luling Mountains in Jinzhou, 
Liaoning province, used to be a des­
olate area without even a single tree. 

Now, it is a leafy paradise for 
birds, and tourists are flocking in.

The huge transformation has 
occurred thanks to the consistent 
efforts of Tian Wangui, 67, and his 
wife Lu Min, 63, over nearly half a 
century.

In 1982, the couple contracted the 
land-use rights of the two mountains 
near their home. They planned to 
plant fruit trees in the mountains to 
make a living.

“Back then, the mountains were 
desolate with no trees at all,” Lu 
recalled.

To help seedlings they planted sur­
vive in the barren land, they had to 
cany water to the mountains on their 
backs, she said. They also bought 
whatever seeds were available from a 
nearby forest farm and sprinkled 
them every spring, hoping to afforest 
the mountains.

With such an extensive planting 
method, however, they initially failed 
to see many seeds take root in the bar­
ren soil.

But the couple didn’t give up. 
“If they didn’t grow out, we would 

have simply kept sowing seeds the

Dirty work
Over the years, Zhao and his 

NGO volunteers have encountered 
multiple threats while conducting 
surveys. Factory security guards 
have set their dogs on them to deter 
them from photographing evi­
dence, while others have tried to 
grab their phones.

The team members eventually 
turned to advanced technologies to 
help them better conduct their sur-

Left: Tian Wangui and Lu Min patrol the Luling Mountains in Jinzhou, Liaoning province, on Feb 10 last year. Right: Two gray herons in the 
Luling Mountains, photos by xinhua
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efforts to sow tree seeds year after 
year.

Their afforestation effort has cost

The dust level was so severe it sig­
nificantly affected the growth of 
vast stretches of white mulberry 
trees, causing farmers heavy eco­
nomic losses, Zhao recalled.

Airman invited media to join its 
inspection of the location. After the 
violation was exposed by the invit­
ed media, the quarry was shut 
down and local authorities also 
took measures to rehabilitate the 
damaged agricultural areas, Zhao 
said.

After the actions, farmers saw an 
increase in their incomes as the 
output from the mulberry trees 
rose, he added.

“A farmer who ran a horse-breed­
ing farm called me after the shut­
down. He said the things we did 
were of great significance and had 
helped them solve a big problem,

J

veys, which also reduced the num­
ber of threats they encountered.

In 2017, Airman joined a team of 
experts investigating a sulfur diox­
ide pollution scandal in Linfen, 
Shanxi province. They provided an 
independent report on the hazard­
ous contamination based on aerial 
footage taken by drones and data 
processing technologies.

The investigation led to senior 
officials in Linfen being summoned 
by the country’s top environmental 
watchdog, and approval of new pro­
jects in the city being suspended.

To date, Airman has reported 
over 1,500 violations to environ­
mental authorities. Many of the 
cases were also reported to the 
country’s high-profile central envi­
ronmental inspection team, Zhao 
said.

k

hen recalling the ear­
ly days of Airman, an 
NGO he initiated in 
2014 that mainly tar­

gets air pollution, Zhao Liang has 
many vivid memories of the strug­
gles he faced.

With only a few volunteers to 
help, he often worked alone with 
nothing else but “a sense of smell, a 
pair of eyes and a smartphone”. His 
enthusiasm, however, was always 
high.

The Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region 
was often shrouded by heavy smog 
back then, and there were many 
concerns about where the air pollu­
tants were coming from, the 
38-year-old recalled.

Some experts believed that 
smokestack industries in Hebei 
province were to blame, as they 
consumed a lot of coal. Zhao decid­
ed to go to Hebei to conduct air­
quality surveys himself to see if that 
was true.

After doing some online 
research he went to Wuan county 
in Hebei, where many steel pro­
cessing factories were located. On 
arrival, he immediately felt the 
physical effects of the heavy air pol­
lution.

When talking with residents, he 
was told that some factories ille­
gally' emitted pollutants under the 
cover of darkness. Zhao decided to 
collect some samples as evidence 
so he could make a report to local 
environmental authorities.

It was wheat harvest time and 
the temperature at night was mild, 
so he lay on a pile of wheat in farm­
land to observe a steel plant to see 
whether it was emitting pollutants 
at night. “My family grew wheat 
when I was a child, so I didn’t find it 
difficult to adapt to such condi­
tions,” he said with a smile.

As darkness fell, there was an 
increase in emissions from the 
plant. After noticing some dust on 
his hands, Zhao decided to spend 
the entire night in the field. He 
woke up in the morning with his 
face covered in soot and mosquito 
bites all over his body.

“But I was very excited, as I had 
collected evidence that showed the 
plant was illegally emitting at 
night,” he said.

He went to the local environmen-
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Left: Zhao Liang (standing), Airman volunteers and villagers during field research in Baishe village, Shaanxi province, in August, provided to china daily Middle: Airman volunteers discuss winter heating with resi­
dents of Nanzuo village, Shaanxi, after their traditional coal stoves were replaced with cleaner gas and electric heating, provided to china daily Right: Environmental inspectors check the smoke emissions of a bar­
becue shop in Huai’an, Jiangsu province, on Nov 11. zhao qirui / for china daily
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spent so much money that I have lost 
count,” Tian said. “But it was all worth 
it to witness the mountains turning 
green.”

As the mountains became lush, 
Tian and Lu were charged with a new 
task — patrolling their nearly 67 hec­
tares of forest every day to prevent 
fires. The patrol even didn’t stop on

Time to cooperate
Zhao said he has found compa­

nies and governments increasing­
ly open to NGOs such as his.

For example, the NGO and Long- 
men Steel Co Ltd in Hancheng had 
been in opposition to each other 
for years. Since 2016, Airman had 
reported company violations to 
the central environmental inspec­
tion body and the local environ­
mental authority several times, he 
said.

However, in April the company 
invited the NGO to visit its plant. A 
group consisting of Airman volun­
teers and representatives of other 
NGOs Airman had invited inspect­
ed the company’s entire produc­
tion process, he said.

“Following our consistent con­
cerns about this company for over 
seven years, it finally opened its 
doors to us. I think this is a signifi­
cant milestone,” he said. “Instead 
of confronting each other, we 
sought to build dialogue.”

After the visit, the local environ­
mental bureau invited Airman to 
participate in a symposium, hop­
ing the NGO would help build a 
green development model for a 
Longmen Steel industrial park.

Hancheng city officials, execu­
tives of the industrial park, com­
pany representatives, and 
grassroots officials took part in the 
symposium.

“We took the opportunity pro­
vided by the symposium to reach a 
consensus to build up a govern­
ance mode that features multiple 
parties,” Zhao said.

“Previously, our attention was 
mainly focused on individual vio­
lations scattered across different 
areas. We found violations and 
then reported them to authorities.” 

He said the NGO now focuses on 
a key region and strives to address 
the problem “to the best of our 
capability”.

“We seek to connect different 
resources and establish a joint 
environmental governance mode,” 
he said.
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A giant air-supported membrane structure covering an area of 4,240 square meters is erected at a construction site in Beijing to prevent 
dust raised during construction work from polluting the air. li xin / xinhua
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Germany troubled by
nationwide protests 'Ll
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Flu, COVID-19 spread across Europe

Agencies contributed to this story.

TO

2 convicted ex-Polish ministers held
The main station in Berlin is deserted on Wednesday, joerg Carstensen / ap

Scholz pressured to tighten immigration laws

Reuters contributed to this story.

2023 hottest recorded year as Earth nears key limit - -

AGENCIES VIA XINHUA
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By JULIAN SHEA in London 

juUan@mail.chinadailyuk.cmn

By EARLE GALE in London 

earle@mail.chinadailyuk.com

People cool off during a hot summer day at the Bosporus in Istanbul, 
Turkiye, on July 26. francisco seco / associated press

BRUSSELS — Last year was the 
planet’s hottest on record by a sub­
stantial margin and likely the world’s 
warmest in the past 100,000 years, 
the European Union’s Copernicus 
Climate Change Service said on 
Tuesday.

Scientists had widely expected the 
milestone, after climate records were 
repeatedly broken. Since June, every 
month has been the world’s hottest 
on record compared with the corre­
sponding month in previous years. 

‘This has been a very exceptional 
year, climate-wise... in a league of its 
own, even when compared to other 
very warm years,” Copernicus 
Director Carlo Buontempo said.

rail drivers are driven by their specific 
demands, but the deeper reason lies 
in Germany’s severe economic diffi­
culties, accompanied by increasing 
criticism of die coalition government 
by the general public.

“Since 2008, the German economy 
has been struggling. It initially faced 
the impact of the European debt cri­
sis, followed by the repercussions of 
the refugee crisis. The ongoing con­
flict between Russia and Ukraine for 
two years has had a significant impact 
on the German economy, affecting 
the lives of individuals across various 
sectors in Germany?’ she said.

Germany, considered the eco­
nomic powerhouse of Europe, has 
even been criticized by observers for 
dragging down the development of 
the European economy.

eastern phenomenon, but has 
become a major all-German party. 
So we have arrived.”

In a survey carried out by the 
Infratest Dimap research organiza­
tion in fall and quoted by the Politico 
website, when asked what topics 
had influenced supporters’ decision 
to vote for AfD, immigration, at 65 
percent, was the biggest concern.

Scholz’s government faces a diffi­
cult balancing act because of a 
nationwide skills shortage that 
means Germany is increasingly in 
need of migrants to help maintain 
certain sections of society.

In April 2023, a survey by the 
Competence Center for Securing 
Skilled Labor showed that the previ­
ous year, there were 1.3 million job 
vacancies in Germany requiring 
skilled or qualified professionals, 
and almost half remained unfilled. 

With many neighboring Europe­
an Union nations that might be the 
obvious source of new employees 
facing similar demographic challen­
ges to Germany, the country might 
need to look further afield to fill 
those vacancies.

By CHEN YINGQUN
chenyingqun@chinadailycom.cn

By JONATHAN POWELL 
in London 

jonathan@nrnl.chinadailyuk.com

As both flu and COVID-19 contin­
ue to spread across Europe, Spain’s 
government is seeking to imple­
ment a nationwide mandate that 
would require individuals to wear 
face masks in hospitals and clinics, 
while Italy lias reported a surge in 
respiratory illness infections that 
has reached record levels.

Guidance from the European 
Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control has suggested individuals 
on the continent stay home if they 
feel sick and consider wearing 
masks in crowds or healthcare set­
tings, noting that certain countries 
are experiencing greater impact 
than others.

The advisory body said flu is 
currently circulating at higher lev­
els compared to other common 
respiratory pathogens, including 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus responsible 
for COVID-19.

Spain’s government has proposed

warming surpassing 15 degrees to 
avoid its most severe consequences. 

The world has not breached that 
target — which refers to an average 
global temperature of 1.5 degrees 
over decades — but the Copernicus 
Climate Change Service said the 
temperatures had exceeded the lev­
el on nearly half of the days last year, 
setting “a dire precedent”

Hayley Fowler, a professor of cli­
mate change at Newcastle Universi­
ty in England, said the record­
breaking year underlined the need 
to act “extremely urgently” to 
reduce emissions.

“The speed of change in the polit­
ical world and the will to actually

As William Lau hurriedly departed 
from Berlin for a business trip on 
TUesday, he saw that certain areas of 
the city were obstructed by farmers’ 
protests.

He said he hoped the intensity of 
the protests would diminish by the 
time he returned to the city three 
days later. However, as he sat on the 
train and attempted to book a 
return ticket, he realized that he 
might not be able to return on time. 

Starting from Wednesday, German 
commuters will encounter train can­
cellations throughout the country 
because of a three-day nationwide rail 
strike. The GDL train drivers’ union 
began its main strike in the early 
hours of Wednesday, following a pre­
vious strike by cargo train drivers who 
had walked out on Tbesday evening. 

GDL is demanding a reduction in 
working hours from 38 to 35 hours 
per week for shift workers, as well as 
a pay increase of 555 euros ($610) 
per month and a one-off inflation 
compensation bonus of 3,000 euros. 

Since Monday, German farmers 
have initiated a weeklong series of 
nationwide protests against subsidy 
reductions, causing disruptions by 
blocking roads with tractors. They 
argue that the government’s plans 
to eliminate two tax breaks, which 
currently provide them with about 
900 million euros in annual savings, 
unfairly burden them and will force 
them out of business.

Joachim Rukwied, head of the 
German farmers’ association DBV, 
vowed to ramp up protests on 
Wednesday and called for the gov­
ernment to take the subsidy cuts off 
the table completely.

The protests have piled further 
pressure on Chancellor Olaf Scholz, 
whose government is trying to get 
its 2024 budget over the finish line. 

Meng Hong, a senior researcher in 
the School of Global and Area Studies 
at Renmin University of China, said 
the protests by farmers and strikes by

of Social Sciences, said the German 
economy has been continuously slug­
gish, and state finances are becoming 
increasingly tight. In this situation, 
various interest groups from differ­
ent social classes may resort to forms 
of pressure on the government such 
as strikes and protests to protect 
their existing benefits.

In Germany, disputes involving 
businesses, employees and the gov­
ernment are generally resolved 
through negotiations, Tian said. 
However, the rising number of 
strikes and protests indicates that 
their conflicts have become sharper 
than before, and the degree of social 
division and fragmentation has also 
increased.

The current strikes and protests 
are likely to be ultimately resolved 
through negotiations in the end and 
should not lead to widespread chaos 
in society, he said. However, with the 
worsening economic difficulties in 
Germany, an increasing number of 
people may express their dissatisfac­
tion with the current government 
through parliamentary elections at 
various levels this year.

Tian added that mainstream 
political parties in Germany are 
receiving less support from domes­
tic voters, while support for the far- 
right Alternative for Germany party 
is growing rapidly. This situation 
would make it more difficult for the 
coalition government to govern.

mask rules be enforced nationwide, 
but regional leaders responsible for 
health policy were still considering 
the idea on Tuesday, with a final 
decision expected on Wednesday, 
Reuters reported.

“One thing we know will limit 
epidemics and protect vulnerable 
people is the mask,” Spain’s Health 
Minister Monica Garcia said in an 
interview on television channel 
TVE. “It is a common sense meas­
ure, scientifically supported and 
widely accepted by the public.”

The government has suggested 
a policy that would permit indi­
viduals to self-diagnose milder 
cases and take three days off work 
without requiring a doctor’s note, 
Garcia said.

Following the peak of the COV­
ID-19 pandemic, Spain was one of 
the last European countries to lift 
the mandatory face mask 
requirement.

While masks were still mandat­
ed on public transport in Spain 
until February last year, the obliga­
tion to wear them in health cen- 

Germany’s Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
is coming under pressure to go 
through with pledges to tighten the 
country’s immigration laws after 
newly published figures from the 
Federal Office for Migration and 
Refugees showed a 51 percent rise in 
asylum applications in 2023.

In an interview with Der Spiegel 
newspaper in October, when ques­
tioned on immigration, Scholz 
announced a variety of measures to 
make it harder to enter the country, 
and also vowed to get tougher on 
deporting people with no right to 
stay in the country.

“On the one hand, there is the 
immigration of workers that we 
need. And there are those who are 
seeking asylum because they are 
the targets of political oppression,” 
he said. “On the other hand, though, 
that means that all those who don’t 
belong to one of those groups can­
not stay. That is why we are limiting 
irregular migration to Germany. 
Too many people are coming.” 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions is 
not matching the speed of change 
of extreme weather and warming,” 
she said.

The Copernicus findings come 
one month after a climate agree­
ment was reached at COP28 in 
Dubai calling for the gradual transi­
tion away from fossil fuels, the main 
cause of climate warming.

“We desperately need to rapidly 
cut fossil fuel use and reach net zero 
to preserve the liveable climate that 
we all depend on,” John Marsham, 
atmospheric science professor at 
the University of Leeds, said.

Widening the gulf
The incident will, however, have 

widened the gulf between the gov­
ernment of Prime Minister Donald 
Tbsk’s Law and Justice party, 
which came to power last month, 
and Duda, who insisted his pardon 
should have been respected.

The two sides are also divided 
on whether Kaminski and Wasik 
remain lawmakers, with Tbsk’s 
government insisting they have 
been stripped of their roles, and 
Duda saying they are still law­
makers.

Before his arrest, Kaminski told 
reporters from the grounds of the 
presidential palace that he and 
Wasik were about to become “politi­
cal prisoners”

“We are dealing with a very seri­
ous state crisis,” he said. “A grim

Police in Poland have arrested 
two former ministers in the latest 
major confrontation between the 
new, pro-European Union coalition 
that runs the countiy and the 
former administration of the right­
wing Law and Justice party, or PiS. 

Mariusz Kaminski and Maciej 
Wasik, the country’s former interi­
or minister and deputy interior 
minister, were taken into custody 
at the presidential palace in War­
saw on Tbesday, after failing to 
hand themselves to the authorities 
following their convictions last 
month for abuse of power over 
crimes committed in 2007, when 
tiie men were in charge of a govern­
ment anti-corruption office.

Kaminski is starting a hunger 
strike, he said in a statement on 
Wednesday.

“I declare that I treat my convic­
tion... as an act of political revenge,” 
Kaminski said in the statement, 
read by his former deputy Blazej 
Pobozy at a news conference in 
front of the prime minister’s office. 
“As a political prisoner, I started a 
hunger strike from the first day of 
my imprisonment.”

In December, the pair, who were 
still serving as PiS lawmakers, were 

sentenced to two years in custody, 
but they refused to accept the 
court’s decision because staunch 
PiS ally President Andrzej Duda 
had pardoned them back in 2015. 

The arrests, which followed the 
country’s Supreme Court ruling 
that the president’s pardon was 
invalid and a standoff at the presi­
dential palace, prompted the cur­
rent interior minister, Marcin 
Kierwinski, to write on X, “Every­
one is equal before the law.”

In 2023, 351,915 asylum applica­
tions were registered in Germany, a 
figure that Interior Minister Nancy 
Faeser said showed the country 
“must consistently continue our 
course to limit irregular migration” 

A breakdown of the figures 
showed that of the asylum applica­
tions, the largest number — 104,651 
— came from Syria, followed by 
Turkiye (62,624), Afghanistan 
(53,582), Iraq (12,360), Iran (10,206), 
Georgia (9,399) and Russia (9,028). 
And in 52 percent of cases on which 
a ruling had been reached, protec­
tion status had been granted.

Scholz’s coalition government 
has been coming under fire on a 
variety of fronts, including the 
economy and agricultural policy. 
Immigration is a particularly vola­
tile issue that the increasingly pop­
ular far-right Alternative for 
Deutschland, or AfD, party will be 
keen to exploit.

Previously, AfD support had main­
ly been in the east of the countiy, but 
following electoral success further 
west in October, its co-leader, Alice 
Weidel, said: “AfD is no longer an 

Social instability
The protests and strikes would 

cause economic losses and even social 
instability in the country, Meng said. 
Although the German government is 
not considering further changes to its 
plans to phase out agricultural subsi­
dies, prominent politicians have 
expressed concerns that the unrest 
could be exploited by extremist 
groups and are closely monitoring the 
situation’s development

Tian Dewen, a researcher on Euro­
pean issues at the Chinese Academy

dictatorship is being created.” 
Tusk, who was president of the 

European Council from 2014 to 
2019, came to power after eight 
years of rale by former prime min­
ister Mateusz Morawiecki ended 
with him failing to win a vote of 
confidence following weeks of 
wrangling about who should form 
the next government in the wake 
of October’s indecisive general 
election.

Ttisk, who has described the 
previous administration in similar 
terms as the “grim dictatorship” 
invoked by Kaminski, told report­
ers Duda appeared to have been 
trying to help convicted men 
evade justice.

“There is no ralebook for the 
prime minister or interior minister 
on how to act when contacts are in 
the presidential palace,” he said 
ahead of the arrests that prompted 
protests from PiS supporters at 
both the palace and the police head­
quarters where the men were taken. 

Tbsk’s party campaigned during 
the general election on undoing 
controversial changes PiS had 
made to the country’s legal system, 
its media, and its civil service that 
the EU described as undemocratic 
and illegal.

The agency confirmed 2023 as the 
hottest year in global temperature 
records going back to 1850. When 
checked against paleoclimatic data 
records from sources such as tree 
rings and air bubbles in glaciers, 
Buontempo said it was “very likely” 
the warmest year in the past 
100,000 years.

On average, the planet was 1.48 
degrees warmer in 2023 than in 
the 1850-1900 preindustrial peri­
od, when humans began burning 
fossil fuels on an industrial scale, 
pumping carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere.

Countries agreed in the 2015 Paris 
Agreement to try to prevent global

Deeper reason for unrest lies in country’s 
severe economic difficulties, experts say

People wearing masks as a precaution wait for their appointments at a hospital in Barcelona, Spain, 
on Monday, emilio morenatti / associated press

ters and pharmacies continued 
until July.

According to data released by 
Italy’s National Institute of Health, 
flu-like illnesses, encompassing 
both flu and COVID-19, soared to a 
record high in the country during 
the final two weeks of 2023, sur­
passing even the impact of the ini­
tial COVID-19 outbreak.

There has been no indication 
that the Italian government is 
contemplating reintroducing 
mask mandates, despite experts at 
the institute attributing the surge 
to reduced mask-wearing and a 
lower vaccination rate this season, 
Reuters commented.

Portugal is also facing a flu epi­
demic, said Health Minister Manu­
el Pizarro, who stated that waiting 
times in hospital emergency wards 
were more than 10 hours in recent 
weeks.

In the last week of 2023, the pro­
portion of influenza cases in inten­
sive care units reached a record 
high of 17 percent, the nation’s 
health authority reported.

iff

- -

-Me Ms



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/29/2024 2:55:48 PM
6 | Thursday, January 11,2024 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

WORLD

Envoy calls for Extreme cold
leaves towns

end to attacks in UkraineA-j

/.!► in the dark
in Red Sea v:4.

1h----- .

x

At least 10 killed in Ecuador violence

AGENCIES—XINHUA

Japan ramps up air safety efforts

CHINA DAILY USA

Vol. 38 - No.1232

Blinken meets Abbas as bombing continues in Gaza

I

1

AGENCIES—XINHUA

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/29/2024 2:55:48 PM

*

TEL AVIV — Israel kept bombing 
Gaza on Wednesday as US top diplo­
mat Antony Blinken met the head of 
Palestine.

Blinken said he has secured com­
mitments from multiple countries in 
the region to assist with rebuilding 
Gaza after the conflict, and that wid­
er Israeli-Arab normalization is still 
possible, but only if there is “a path­
way to a Palestinian state”

Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas told Blinken on Wednesday 
that Gaza is integral to Palestinian 
statehood hopes and should not be 
cut off as a result of Israel’s conflict 
with Hamas.

Abbas further called for the “con­

By REN QI in Moscow

renqi@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s top envoy to the United 
Nations on Wednesday called on 
Houthi rebels to stop attacking ships 
in the Red Sea, emphasizing respect 
for the freedom of navigation. The 
call came as the UN Security Council 
adopted a resolution demanding an 
end to Red Sea attacks.

“We call on the Houthi rebels to 
immediately cease their attacks on 
civilian vessels and respect the free­
dom of navigation of all countries in 
the Red Sea waters in accordance 
with the requirements of the Secu­
rity Council resolutions,” said Zhang 
Jun, China’s permanent representa­
tive to the UN.

“We call on all relevant parties 
to strictly abide by the UN Charter 
and international law and play a 
constructive and responsible role 
in easing tensions in the Red Sea. 
No country may misinterpret and 
abuse the relevant provisions of this 
resolution to create new tensions in 
the Red Sea,” he told the Security 
Council.

The Security Council passed a 
resolution on Wednesday strongly 
condemning the multiple attacks 
on merchants and commercial ship­
ping in the Red Sea by Houthi rebels, 
demanding that the group immedi­
ately cease all such attacks.

The resolution passed with 11 
votes in favor, none against, while 
four countries abstained: China, 
Russia, Algeria and Mozambique.

China abstained from voting 
because the resolution didn’t include 
all the suggested amendments pro­
posed by China, Russia, Algeria and 
others, and it still “seems unclear 
on important issues”, said Zhang. It 
raises concerns about its effective­
ness and the possibility of making 
things worse in the region, he said. 

“China is open to further appropri­
ate action by the Security Council to 
safeguard the navigational rights of 
merchant ships of all countries in the 
waters of the Red Sea in accordance 
with international law,” said Zhang. 

Zhang highlighted the Red Sea’s 
vital role in trade and energy trans­
port, emphasizing its importance for 
regional peace, global supply chains 
and international trade.

“Ensuring the safe and smooth

House and marches in Washington 
near the US Capitol.

South Africa, which has long been 
a critic of Israel’s treatment of the 
Palestinians, has launched a case 
against the Israeli offensive in Gaza 
at the International Court of Justice 
in the Netherlands.

On Iliesday, former UK opposition 
leader Jeremy Corbyn said he will 
join the South African delegation for 
this week’s hearings at the ICJ, where 
the country accuses Israel of commit­
ting genocide against Palestinians.

On the Israel-Lebanon border, the 
exchange of fire between Israeli forces 
and Hezbollah escalated on Tuesday. 

Israel Defense Forces spokesman

By JIANG XUEQING in Tokyo 

jiangxueqing@chinadaily.com.cn
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also at other airports across 
Japan.

To enhance safety, authorities 
will raise awareness among pilots 
regarding air traffic control terms 
for runway access. The ministry 
plans to hold an emergency meet­
ing on communication protocols 
between air traffic controllers and 
pilots, exploring potential misun­
derstandings and devising appro­
priate countermeasures.

Additionally, airports will 
intensify monitoring to prevent 
inadvertent runway entries. This 
will involve assigning personnel 
to continuously monitor screens, 
alerting staff if an aircraft enters a 
runway already designated for 
another plane.

Japan’s Minister of Land, Infra­
structure, Transport and Tourism 
Tetsuo Saito said on Iliesday that 
the ministry aims to establish per­
manent measures to prevent simi­
lar accidents after thorough 
investigations and discussions 
with a panel of experts.

He emphasized the mission to 
restore trust in aviation and 
revealed the intention to establish 
a committee consisting of experts 
to discuss safety measures in 
response to the incident.

Ukraine’s power grid operator 
said on Tuesday severe winter 
weather left more than 1,000 towns 
and villages without electricity in 
nine regions and urged residents to 
conserve power as the energy sys­
tem has been weakened under the 
conflict.

Electricity consumption was at 
the highest levels this week as tem­
peratures fell to about -15 C in many 
parts of the country, grid operator 
Ukrenergo said.

“The consumption level contin­
ues to grow due to the considerable 
drop in temperature across the 
country,” the company said, adding 
that electricity consumption in the 
morning was already 5.8 percent 
higher than the day before.

“As of this morning due to bad 
weather — strong winds, ice — pow­
er was cut off in 1,025 settlements.” 

The weather caused significant 
damage to distribution networks 
with strong winds, frost and a thick 
layer of ice on equipment, which 
delayed repair works.

Vitaliy Kim, governor of the 
southern Mykolaiv region where 
215 towns and villages have been 
cut off from electricity, said ice on 
electricity cables was over 5 centi­
meters thick.

Ukraine had to import electricity 
from neighboring Romania and Slo­
vakia to be able to meet the demand. 

Ukrenergo said Ukrainian ther­
mal power plants were still recover­
ing from last winter’s massive 
Russian strikes and solar power 
plants could not work at full capacity 
due to dense clouds and bad weather. 

It also reported more damage to 
electricity networks in Donetsk, 
Kharkiv and Kherson regions, 
which are near to the front lines and 
within reach of artillery shelling.

Daniel Hagari admitted Israel was 
behind the assassination of Ali Hus­
sein Baiji, a Hezbollah commander, 
in Lebanon earlier on Tuesday, a day 
after it killed a senior commander of 
Hezbollah.

The IDF on Iliesday carried out 
several strikes on southern Lebanon, 
killing three Hezbollah members 
who, according to Hagari, were 
attempting to launch drones at Israel. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli army said it 
was “expanding” its assaults in Khan 
Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, 
where at least 40 Palestinian mili­
tants were killed over the past day.

vening an international peace con­
ference to end the Israeli occupation 
of the land of the State of Palestine” 

Global concern has flared over the 
spiraling humanitarian crisis, and 
Blinken, while urging steps to 
reduce the surging death toll, has 
voiced continued US political and 
military support for its ally Israel.

On Wednesday, the White House 
reiterated that the US does not sup­
port a cease-fire between Israel and 
Hamas in Gaza.

Cease-fire protests have been seen 
recently in many parts of the US, 
ranging from near airports and 
bridges in New York City and Los 
Angeles to vigils outside the White

People line up for free food during the ongoing Israeli air and ground 
offensive in the Gaza Strip in Rafah on Tuesday, hatem ali / ap

By MINLU ZHANG
at the United Nations
minluzhang@chinadailyusa.com

High consumption
Russia is also facing a tough chal­

lenge of high electricity consump­
tion, as temperatures in Moscow 
last week dropped to this winter’s 
lowest.

The Russian government decid­
ed to lift duties linked to the rou- 
ble-dollar exchange rate on most 
coal exports, according to a decree 
published on the government’s 
website.

The export duties — which were 
introduced on a number of goods in 
October and had been expected to 
last until the end of this year — were 
scrapped for exports of thermal and 
coking coals, as well as anthracite, 
the decree showed.

Analysts, cited by Russian news­
paper Kommersant daily, said the 
decision to scrap the duties may 
help Russian coal producers save 
between $1.1 billion and $1.5 billion 
per year.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s attacks 
have spread to more Russian 
regions. A woman was killed in 
Ukrainian shelling of Russia’s Kursk 
region and drones struck a fuel facil- 
ity in neighboring Oryol region, the 
two regions’ governors said on liies- 
day, amid an escalation of cross-bor­
der attacks.

At least five drones were shot 
down over Kursk on Tuesday, the 
Russian Defense Ministry said.

Russian border regions have 
repeatedly come under fire from 
Ukraine in recent months. On Dec 
30, at least 20 people were killed 
in a missile strike on Belgorod city, 
40 kilometers from Ukraine.

granted clearance for the JAL 
plane to land before the accident, 
Kyodo News reported.

Subsequently, the air traffic 
controller instructed the JCG air­
craft: “Good evening. No 1. Taxi to 
the holding point C5.” The plane 
responded: “Taxi to holding point 
C5. No 1. Thank you.”

The C5 holding point — where 
the JCG plane was instructed to 
wait before being cleared for take­
off — is located on the taxiway 
preceding the runway.

In the aftermath of the colli­
sion, the JCG said the pilot, the 
only survivor aboard their air­
craft, had explained that he 
believed he had obtained permis­
sion to enter the runway.

Yoichiro Hatta, a former JAL 
pilot, said the pilot of the JCG 
plane may have misinterpreted 
the term “No 1” to mean that he 
had received permission to take 
off, as reported by the Asahi Shim­
bun newspaper.

The newly announced safety 
measures involve temporarily 
refraining from informing pilots 
of their position in the lineup 
when granting takeoff permis­
sion. This protocol will be imple­
mented not only at Haneda but 

face classes were suspended 
nationwide until Friday.

Brian Nichols, top US diplomat 
for Latin America, said Washing­
ton was “extremely concerned” by 
the violence and kidnappings, 
and pledged to provide assistance 
and “remain in close contact” 
with Noboa’s team.

Peru on Tuesday put its border 
with Ecuador under a state of 
emergency.

Chile, Colombia and Brazil sent 
messages of support for Noboa on 
Iliesday.

The Chinese embassy and con­
sulates general in Ecuador will be 
temporarily closed from Wednes­
day until further notice, according 
to an official statement on Iliesday. 

On Wednesday, China’s Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning 
said China “supports the govern­
ment of Ecuador in its efforts to 
safeguard social stability and 
hopes that Ecuador will soon 
restore normal order”

‘We have not received any 
reports of casualties of Chinese 
citizens in Ecuador,” she added.

Japan’s transport ministry has 
introduced urgent safety meas­
ures for air traffic control in the 
wake of a tragic collision at 
Tokyo’s Haneda Airport.

On Jan 2, a Japan Airlines, or 
JAL, passenger plane collided 
with a Japan Coast Guard, or JCG, 
aircraft during landing, resulting 
in the deaths of five individuals on 
the JCG plane. The pilot survived 
but sustained severe injuries.

All 379 passengers and crew 
members aboard the JAL flight 
escaped without life-threatening 
injuries before the plane was fully 
engulfed in flames.

The incident is believed to have 
occurred when the JCG aircraft 
mistakenly entered the runway, 
possibly due to the pilot misinter­
preting the air traffic control 
phrase “No 1”, a phrase indicating 
the plane is next in line for takeoff, 
as clearance for takeoff.

According to the radio commu­
nications transcript released by 
the transport ministry, the air 
traffic controller, responsible for 
determining when planes can 
access the runway and take off, 

QUITO — Ecuador’s president 
gave orders on Tuesday to “neu­
tralize” criminal gangs, after gun­
men opened fire in a TV studio and 
bandits threatened random execu­
tions on a second day of terror in 
the country.

At least 10 people have been 
killed in a series of attacks blamed 
on gangs as the country exploded 
in what President Daniel Noboa 
called an “internal armed conflict” 

He ordered military operations 
to “neutralize” criminal gangs aft­
er gangsters declared war follow­
ing Sunday’s prison escape of one 
of Ecuador’s most powerful narco 
bosses.

Eight people were killed and 
three were wounded in attacks in 
the port city of Guayaquil, and 
two officers were “viciously mur­
dered by armed criminals” in the 
nearby town of Nobol, police said 
on Iliesday evening.

After the escape of Jose Adolfo 
Macias, alias “Fito”, leader of 
Ecuador’s biggest gang Los Cho- 
neros, Noboa on Monday 
declared a countrywide state of 
emergency and nightly curfew. 

Gangs retaliated, taking police

Soldiers in an armored vehicle patrol the city’s historic center following an outbreak of violence a 
day after Ecuador’s President Daniel Noboa declared a 60-day state of emergency, in Quito, 
on Tuesday, karen toro / Reuters

flow of this water area is not only 
conducive to the maintenance of 
regional peace and stability, but also 
conducive to the maintenance of 
a stable and smooth global supply 
chain and international trade order, 
and is in line with the common inter­
ests of the international community?’ 
he said.

Around 12 percent of global trade 
passes through the Suez Canal in 
the Red Sea, handling 30 percent 
of all global container traffic and 
more than $1 trillion worth of goods 
annually, according to data from the 
Baltic and International Maritime 
Council.

Houthis rebels started to target 
vessels bound for Israel since mid­
November as they demanded full 
humanitarian supplies to enter 
Gaza, leading many companies to 
redirect ships south around the Cape 
of Good Hope, increasing costs and 
posing a threat to the global supply 
chain.

There have been more than two 
dozen separate attacks on interna­
tional shipping by the Houthi reb­
els since the Oct 7 terror attacks by 
Hamas led to the new round of con­
flict in Gaza, according to the UN.

In the latest strikes, the Houthi 
group announced Wednesday that 
it has launched “a large batch” of 
drones and missiles toward a US 
Navy vessel in the Red Sea, which 
was “assisting” Israel. The group 
also said the attack was a “prelimi­
nary response” to the US sinking 
of Houthi ships in the Red Sea on 
Dec 31.

“It must be noted that the current 
tensions in the Red Sea are one of 
the manifestations of the spillover 
effects of the Gaza conflict. This is 
a feet that cannot be ignored,” said 
Zhang.

“China has repeatedly emphasized 
that the immediate realization of 
a cease-fire in Gaza is urgent and 
is the overriding prerequisite and 
the highest priority of international 
diplomatic efforts. We regret that 
the resolution just adopted by the 
Security Council failed to clearly call 
for an immediate cease-fire in Gaza,” 
he said.

He reiterated China’s commit­
ments to ongoing efforts for a Gaza 
cease-fire, reducing Red Sea ten­
sions, resolving the Yemen issue and 
achieving peace in the Middle East.

officers hostage and setting off 
explosions in several cities. On 
Iliesday, they stormed into a stu­
dio of state-owned TC Television 
in Guayaquil with guns and 
explosives.

Some 39 inmates broke out of a 
prison in Riobamba in Chimbora­
zo province on Monday night.

Riobamba Mayor John Vinueza 
told local Pichincha radio station 
that the breakout occurred dur­
ing a prison riot, where detona­
tions of explosives were heard.

Authorities reported multiple 
explosions and cars set alight on 
Iliesday, including in the capital 
Quito, and said seven police offi­
cers had been kidnapped.

A video circulating on social 
media showed three of the kid­
napped officers sitting on the 
ground with a gun pointed at 
them as one was forced to read a 
statement addressed to Noboa.

‘You declared war, you will get 
war,” the visibly terrified officer 
read.

There was panic on the streets, 
with shops and businesses in vari­
ous cities closing early and resi­
dents rushing home as face-to- 

China’s top UN representative says Houthi 
rebels need, to respect freedom of navigation
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Key role seen for US-China education exchanges
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Avalanche hits slopes Dolby deepens ties with China,
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“The discussions covered every 
aspect of the bilateral education rela­
tionship", including undergraduate 
education, graduate education, uni­
versity research collaboration and 
also policy issues like visa issues that 
are affecting the bilateral education 
exchange, Simon said.

and then be bought into the global 
market.

The automotive industry tells a 
similar story. Driven by consumer 
demand for more immersive in- 
car audio experiences, Dolby now 
has more than 10 automakers that 
have started shipping or announced 
plans for vehicles supporting Dolby 
Atmos. A majority of them hail from 
China.

Chinese electric vehicle brands 
— like Neo, Xpeng, Zeekr, and Yang- 
wang — have been early adopters 
of Dolby Atomos audio technology. 
“China has been the region that’s been 
most innovative in terms of grasping 
this new technology and bringing it 
into their cars,” said Couling.

The Chinese automaker-partner’s 
showcase “tremendous energy and 
a perfect fit with Dolby’s vision”, as 
Couling put it

He also found that in many cases 
die companies that stepped forward 
to embrace new ideas are based in 
China. “In China, innovation is very 
fest-paced. Companies are very quick 
to adopt new technologies and push 
the experience forward. I think that 
has set up the marketplace so that 
they really can embrace these new 
innovations,” he said.

China, and that does not bode well for 
the long term,” he added.

During the November summit 
between President Xi Jinping and US 
President Joe Biden in San Francisco, 
Xi said that China was ready to invite 
50,000 young people from the US to 
participate in exchange and study 
programs in China over’ the next five 
years. Simon said it was “a wonderful 
gesture” by China’s president

“Because I think he, too, realizes, as 
do many, many of my Chinese friends, 
that Americans need to have access 
to China and need to have an experi­
ence living and working with Chinese 
counterparts,” said Simon.

“And now there’s a whole new 
generation of students who want to 
study China in terms of its global role,” 
Simon said. “That means they want to 
understand more about China’s envi­
ronment policy, China’s health policy, 
China’s policies about food security, 
and all sorts of things that influence 
the way China interfeces with the rest 
of the world.”

370,000 Chinese students in the US 
before COVID, and now we’re down 
to about 289,000,” Simon said.

“We’re starting to see some recovery, 
of course, in this post-COVID era. But 
it’s yet unclear whether or not we’re 
going to go back to the good old days 
of... big numbers wanting to come to 
the United States.”

On the other hand, the number of 
US students in China “is really lim­
ited” he said, noting that the number 
peaked at about 15,000 around 2011, 
while by 2022 it was around 400. “The 
ability of our two countries to under­
stand one another really does depend 
on the young people who are crossing 
the Pacific, learning about each other’s 
cultures and countries, learning to 
speak tire languages,” he said. 

“And if they don’t achieve that, 
then the United States, in particular, 
is going to suffer because we will not 
have a generation of professionals, 
whether they’re in business, govern­
ment or academia, who have a deep 
understanding of the situation in

By Al HEPING in New York 

aiheplng@chinadailyusa Xiom
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People-to-people exchanges, espe­
cially educational ones, play a key role 
in the big picture of United States- 
China relations, and sometimes die 
events with the most impact “occur 
quiedy”, said an expert on Sino-US 
educational cooperation.

“I’m hopeful that as we continue 
die dialogue in 2024, we will see even 
more progress that wil1 help to sustain 
and support the continuation of edu­
cational exchanges and cooperation 
between die two countries,” said Denis 
Simon, a distinguished fellow at the 
Washington-based Institute for China- 
America Studies, in an interview witii 
China Daily.

Simon most recently served as a 
clinical professor of global busi­
ness and technology at the Univer­
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s 
Kenan-Flagler Business School. He 
also was vice-president and execu­
tive vice-chancellor of Duke Kunshan

University, a joint venture of Duke 
University in the US, Wuhan Univer­
sity in Hubei province and the city of 
Kunshan, Jiangsu province, from 2015 
to 2020.

Simon emphasized the role of 
exchanges in overall US-China rela­
tions. “Ifwe can maintain the progress 
and maintain the discussion, I'm hope­
fill that the education relationship can 
insulate itself to some degree from 
these larger problems,” he said. 

“Sometimes these kinds of people- 
to-people diplomacy occur quiedy. 
They’re not accompanied by a lot of 
ferrfere and noise, but they accomplish 
a great deal,” he said.

Simon said the first post-COVID 
US-China Higher Education Dialogue, 
held in New York in September, was 
“extremely successful”. The event, 
co-hosted by the Institute of Interna­
tional Education and the China Edu­
cation Association for International 
Exchange, involved about 15 Chinese 
universities and a similar number of 
US universities.

6,542 firearms stopped at checkpoints, 
a number tiiat surpassed the previous 
record in 2021. The number of guns 
seized at US airports has risen every 
year since at least 2014, except for in 
2020, when travel was limited by die 
pandemic.

Last year, TSA screened more tiian 
858 million people, which indicates 
the agency intercepted 7.8 firearms 
per million passengers — a drop from 
8.6 per million passengers in 2022, die 
agency said.

“We are still seeing fer too many 
firearms at TSA checkpoints, and 
what’s particularly concerning is the 
amount of them loaded, presenting 
an unnecessary risk to everyone at die 
TSA checkpoint,” TSA Administrator 
David Pekoske said a news release. 

More than 1,100 guns were found at 
just three airports, the TSA said.

Officers at Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jack- 
son International Airport, die nation’s 
busiest, found 451 firearms in carry- 
ons last year, more tiian any other 
airport in the country, according to 
the agency.

At Dallas Fort Worth International 
Airport, officers found 378 guns, the

ByYIFANXU in Washington

yifitmit@chinadailytuia.com

A record number of guns in carry- 
on luggage were seized from airline 
passengers last year, and most were 
loaded, the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) said Wednesday. 

In 2023, airport security officers 
prevented passengers from carrying 
6,737 prohibited guns, and 93 percent 
of them were loaded, the agency said. 

The previous record for intercepted 
firearms at airports was in 2022, with

Gone are the days of simply offering 
technology. Immersive entertainment 
technology leader Dolby Laboratories 
is now actively co-creating innova­
tions with Chinese brands, fueled by 
the country’s fast-paced tech devel­
opment and a discerning consumer 
base hungry for the best.

This shift is evident in Dolby’s 
latest offerings, showcased at this 
week’s CES in Las Vegas, with Dolby 
Atmos FlexConnect as a highlight. 
The technology is capable of seam­
lessly pairing wireless speakers witii 
a TV’s sound system, offering flex­
ibility in speaker placement

With Dolby Atmos FlexConnect, 
listeners no longer must think about 
channels for speakers or where die 
right spots are to set up speakers 
because once connected, the system 
intelligently optimizes the listening 
experience for any room layout and 
speaker setup.

It allows users to place a sound 
anywhere in the room and then 
translates that into a listening envi­
ronment, according to die company. 

Dolby’s first partners to adopt 
the technology and bring it to 
global market are Chinese elec­
tronics brands Hisense and TCL. 
Their products, powered by Dolby 
Atmos FlexConnect, are on display 
at the world’s largest tech show.

The partnership has changed 
since the time many years ago 
when Dolby brought technologies 
to Chinese companies, which were 
trying to move into foreign mar­
kets or looking to catch up with 
other customers.

“That is no longer the case. In 
many situations, our partners 
in China are bringing the tech­
nology to market for the first 
time. They are the people who 
are leading the innovation,” John 
Couling, senior vice-president 
of entertainment at Dolby, told 
China Daily.

Citing the examples of Chinese 
TV manufacturers, he said now 
new experiences can first start in 
China witii their Chinese partners
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Rescue crews work at the scene of an avalanche at a California ski resort near Lake Tahoe on 
Wednesday. The avalanche roared through a section of expert ski trails, kilting one person and injuring 
another, as a major storm with snow and gusty winds moved into the region, authorities said. 
MARKSPONSLERVIAAP

That innovation ecosystem thrives 
on China’s tech-sawy consumers who 
demand the very best.

“Chinese consumers truly care 
about entertainment quality,” 
explained Couling, who has witnessed 
firstiiand the Chinese consumers as 
he has engaged die market for many 
years.

“The Chinese consumers really 
care about the quality of that enter­
tainment, and we see that across the 
industry,” he said upon returning 
from a trip to die country at die end 
of 2023 and considering himself “for­
tunate to spend time in China” 

“We see Chinese manufacturers of 
cars, televisions or phones continue to 
increase their product performance. 
We also see creators of music or TV 
shows and sports also making the 
content better and better all die time,” 
he said.

“They’re really trying to provide 
die best experience they can for the 
Chinese consumers.”

Concerns about “de-risking” in the 
Chinese market were dismissed by 
Couling.

“We build our business on strong 
partnerships, wherever they are in 
the world, and that’s what we’ll con­
tinue to do,” he emphasized.

By LIA ZHU in Las Vegas 

liazhu @chinadailyusa.com

second most, and 311 were found at 
Houston’s George Bush Intercontinen­
tal Airport for the third most.

When TSA staffers see what they 
believe to be a weapon on an X-ray 
machine, they usually stop the belt 
so the bag stays inside the machine, 
and the passenger can’t get to it They 
immediately contact local law enforce­
ment, who remove the passenger and 
the firearm from the checkpoint area, 
the TSA said.

Depending on local laws, a law 
enforcement officer could arrest or 
cite the passenger. TSA does not con­
fiscate firearms.

Firearms and ammunition are 
prohibited in carry-on baggage. Pas­
sengers are only allowed to travel 
witii an unloaded firearm, and only 
if they pack it properly in a locked, 
hard-sided case in their checked bag­
gage and first declare it to the airline 
at the check-in counter.

TSA warns passengers who bring 
a gun to a checkpoint drat they face 
a fine of up to $15,000, ineligibility 
for the PreCheck expedited screen­
ing program, and potential criminal 
charges.

Lincoln High School students pose with gift pandas from Sichuan 
province at an event celebrating the friendship between Washington
state and Sichuan in Tacoma on Nov 20. linda deng/china daily

I

Si Da, vice-president and chief brand officer of Chinese display panel 
manufacturer BOE, showcases a transparent screen on display at CES
2024, which runs through Jan 12 in Las Vegas, lia zhu / china daily

“I think that we can keep talking 
and have dialogues like this and have 
them conducted in such an open and 
frank way. That gives me great hope” 
he said, adding that relations involving 
education are still in a “transitional 
phase”

“We’ve gone from a height of having

of guns at 
airports
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XGIMI projector sets standard
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Chinese intelligent projector manufactur­
er XGIMI said it is confident die launch of 
the Horizon Max, its latest groundbreaking 
projector that is IMAX Enhanced-certified, 
will create greater international presence 
for the brand.

XGIMI launched its newest product at the 
ongoing Consumer Electronics Show in Las 
Vegas in the United States. IMAX Enhanced 
is a partnership between IMAX and DTS, a 
well-known provider of audio technologies. 

The Horizon Max will bring IMAX’s picture 
and signature sound to users. It also adopts a 
new-generation dual light technology, which 
the company claimed will result in an ultra­
wide color gamut and ultra-high brightness. 

Zhong Bo, chairman of XGIMI, said the

ster its private sector, mostly SMEs, as the 
National Development and Reform Com­
mission on Tuesday held a meeting with five 
private companies to address private enter­
prises’ concerns and support their sustaina­
ble development.

Zheng Shanjie, head of the NDRC, said 
at the meeting that the commission will 
carefully review the opinions and sugges­
tions of participating entrepreneurs and 
establish a mechanism for cross-regional 
and cross-departmental coordination to 
solve problems.

Kelvin Hou, founder and CEO of Time 
Traveler, a Beijing-based company offering 
extended reality and artificial intelligence 
services and content, said the government 
has provided robust policy support for tech­
nology and cultural enterprises, creating a 
favorable business environment and vast

fJ

Horizon Max not only sets a new benchmark 
for the industry with this certification but 
also represents a significant milestone for 
the brand with the most refined version of its 
signature light technologies.

“Despite market challenges, our long­
term vision will not change. We hope that 
XGIMI will become the world’s largest intel­
ligent projector as soon as possible.”

XGIMI will strive to enhance projection 
technology and continue to invest in research 
and development for future success, he said.

The latest data from Runto Technology, 
a global provider of information on semi­
conductor displays, internet and consum­
er electronics, said the global projector 
market shipments reached 13.5 million 
units in the first three quarters of last 
year, up 4.5 percent year-on-year.

XGIMI, with a market share of 5.1 percent,

lias been exploring low-altitude flights for 
more than 10 years as it races to take flying 
cars from concept to reality.

In 2022, the company accomplished a test 
flight of a prototype weighing about 2 met­
ric tons.

The flying car is designed for future three- 
dimensional transportation, with the com­
pany proceeding to mass production once 
related policy, regulation and application 
scenarios become more mature, it said.

Globally, the urban air traffic sector has 
entered a quick development phase.

Japan and South Korea both elevated 
industrial planning of the sector to the 
national level in 2020.

Companies such as Lilium, Volocopter, Kit­
ty Hawk and car manufacturers Audi and 
Geely have been involved in the development 
of flying cars, according to market research 
provider LeadLeo Research Institute.

By OUYANG SHIJIA
ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHU WENQIAN 
zhuwenqian@chinadaily.com.cn

ranked second in terms of global shipments. 
Japanese intelligent projector maker Epson 
topped the rankings. Chinese projector mak­
er JMGO and US projector manufacturer 
ViewSonic rank among the top four projec­
tor brands.

In recent years, consumers in advanced 
economies have been increasingly using 
screen-free televisions in the form of high- 
end projectors that are capable of beaming 
very high-resolution pictures.

In the first three quarters of 2023, projec­
tor companies from the Chinese mainland, 
with a 37.6 percent market share, topped 
other countries in terms of shipments. 

“As the domestic market reaches a satura­
tion point, Chinese tech firms are increas­
ingly looking overseas for growth 
opportunities. While their desire is stronger 
than ever, they have gained an edge in terms 
of technological prowess,” said Xiang 
Ligang, director-general of the Information 
Consumption Alliance, a telecom industry 
association, in an earlier interview.

By WANG ZHUOQIONG 
ioangzhuoqiong@chinadaily.com.cn

the air, the modular flying car holds poten­
tial for public services like emergency res­
cue, satisfying both public and private 
demand, the company said.

“The future of mobility goes beyond cars. 
Whether people want to travel by car, air or 
other modes, we aspire to change what’s 
possible,” said Gu Hongdi, vice-chairman 
and president of Xpeng Motors.

China is gradually opening up its low-alti­
tude airspace for personal use, and it is seen 
as a market rath significant potential for fly­
ing cars.

The low-altitude economy was listed as a 
national strategic emerging industry at the 
tone-setting Central Economic Work Con­
ference held in December. Local govern­
ments have been making efforts to map 
out more specific policies.

Xpeng Aeroht, the largest flying car com­
pany in Asia in terms of the scale of its team,

Chinese electric vehicle maker Xpeng 
Motor’s flying car unit Xpeng Aeroht 
said its modular flying car will be availa­
ble for preorders in the fourth quarter, 
with plans to begin mass production and 
delivery to individual users in the last 
quarter of 2025.

The company revealed this at the ongo­
ing 2024 Consumer Electronics Show in 
Las Vegas, the world’s largest consump­
tion technology show that concludes on 
Friday.

More than 4,000 exhibitors, including 
over 1,000 Chinese companies, are partici­
pating in the event this year.

As Xpeng Aeroht’s second break­
through vehicle, the electric vertical take­
off and landing (eVTOL) flying car made 
its international debut at the CES, demon­
strating the transition between terrestrial 
and aerial modes.

The vehicle boasts a two-part design, with 
the air module facilitating vertical takeoff 
for low-altitude flights, while the ground 
module, which envelops the air module, 
allowing for ground transportation.

Beyond helping individual drivers take to

gradually and more supportive measures in 
the offing.

Citing the latest figures, Yue Xiangyu, a 
researcher at the Shanghai University of 
Finance and Economics’ Institute for the 
Development of Chinese Economic 
Thought, said while the 2023 index showed 
an overall rebound, it remains below the 100 
mark that separates an upward trend in 
business performance from less vitality. He 
said that suggests China still suffers from 
“scarring effects” caused by the pandemic 
over the past few years.

Yue’s views were echoed by Zhou Maohua, 
a macroeconomic researcher at China Ever­
bright Bank, who called for further steps to 
suppoxt the development of hard-hit SMEs, 
saying more efforts should be made to pro­
mote a more balanced recovery.

China has already pledged efforts to bol-

Navlnfo wins lawsuit vs 
Baidu over infringement 
Navlnfo, a Shenzhen-listed company, has 
won a lawsuit over internet search firm 
Baidu, which was ordered by Beijing 
High People’s Court to pay 64.5 million 
yuan ($8.99 million) for an infringement 
case. Navlnfo said on Tuesday it received 
a verdict, saying the court had rejected 
Baidu’s appeal in a follow-up trial. Nav­
lnfo, a market leader in navigation maps 
and traffic information, sued Baidu in 
the Beijing Intellectual Property Court in 
2017. In the initial trial in 2020, the court 
ordered Baidu to pay 64.5 million yuan 
to Navlnfo and cease its infringement 
activities. Baidu said it will seek a retrial 
with the Supreme People’s Court.

Geely launches Zeekr 
EV sales in Israel
Chinese automaker Geely has launched 
sales of two of its new electric Zeekr- 
branded vehicle models in Israel, the com­
pany said. One of them is the electric mid­
sized sedan Zeekr 001, which features a
620 kilometer range with a top speed of 
200 kilometers per hour, and is equipped 
with a 100 kilowatt-hour battery. The sec­
ond model is the electric subcompact lux­
ury crossover SUV Zeekr X, offering a 
maximum range of440 km, speeds of up 
to 180 km/h and a 69 kWh battery.

The land aircraft carrier modular flying car developed by Xpeng Aeroht is on dis­
play at the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas.
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Business performance of China’s small 
and medium-sized enterprises improved in 
2023 on the back of the gradual resumption 
of work and production after the COVID-19 
pandemic, alongside a package of suppor­
tive policy measures, the latest data showed 
on Wednesday.

Analysts said the improvement indicates 
the steady recovery of business activity 
among SMEs after the COVID-19 shocks, 
adding to signs of further momentum.

China’s Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Index, based on a survey of 
3,000 SMEs, averaged 89.2 in 2023, up from 
88.4 in 2022, said the China Association of 
Small and Medium Enterprises.

However, the index declined from 89.3 in 
November to 89 in December. For the fourth 
quarter, the index came in at 89.1, from 89.2 
in the third quarter.

“Despite some fluctuations, the latest fig­
ures point to a continued recovery trend,” 
said Hong Yong, a research fellow at the Chi­
nese Academy of International Trade and 
Economic Cooperation’s e-commerce 
research institute.

“This indicates that SMEs made certain 
progress in development last year, driven by 
a steady consumption rebound, growth in 
services consumption, recovery in fixed-as­
set investments and the vigorous develop­
ment of high-tech industries.”

Hong said the country introduced a series 
of policies last year aimed at promoting 
growth of the private sector, which has cre­
ated a better development environment for 
SMEs and significantly boosted their confi­
dence.

Looking ahead to 2024, he believes devel­
opment prospects for SMEs will continue to 
improve with existing policies taking effect

Chinese supermarkets, warehouse 
club chains and convenience stores are 
increasingly relying on their own store 
brands to better serve consumers seek­
ing value and affordability.

This shift indicates that store brands, 
which are also known as private brands, 
are critical to the survival and success of 
many brick-and-mortar retailers in Chi­
na, a survey by the China Chain Store & 
Franchise Association revealed.

Private brands have risen steadily in 
recent years catering to middle-income 
consumers who patronize supermarkets 
and warehouse club chains that are 
membership-driven, according to the 
report 2023 Retailer Private-Label Best 
Practice and Analysis.

In 2022, private brands constituted 5 
percent of total sales among the top 100 
supermarkets in China, compared to 4.1 
percent in 2019 and 3.2 percent in 2018, 
said the report

In 2019, each retail enterprise sur­
veyed averaged 865 products under pri­
vate brands, up 32.3 percent year-on- 
year.

The private brands owned by the top 
100 enterprises reached 40 billion yuan 
($5.57 billion) in sales revenue, with each 
product generating 500,000yuan in aver­
age revenue in 2019, said the report.

Private brands are expected to be the 
key drivers of sales at many retailers in 
China, said the report.

For example, Sam’s Club, the high-end 
warehouse club chain of Walmart Inc, has 
seen products of its store brands account 
for about 30 percent of total sales.

Zhang Qing, an executive in charge of 
procurement at Sam’s Club China, said 
that in the past 12 months, the company 
has invested nearly 1 billion yuan on pri­
vate brand development to lower prices 
of many frequently purchased items. 
Development of a new product under a 
private brand takes between 12 months 
and 18 months, Zhang said.

“We dig value out of efficiency, to offer 
market average prices or even lower pri­
ces, with quality surpassing the market 
standard.”

Hema, the grocery unit of Alibaba 
Group, promoted its own store brands 
throughout last year. It now boasts over 
1,200 private brands. Such brands con­
tributed 35 percent of its total sales by 
the end of October 2022. Hema aims for 
its own private brands to generate up to 
50 percent of total sales by 2025.

Jason Yu, general manager of Kantar 
Worldpanel China, said private brands 
signify a distinctive strength of retailers 
such as Sam’s Club and Hema.

“Their private brands offer not only 
lower prices and better quality but more 
consumer-oriented brand assets, boost­
ed by innovations in technology and 
supply chains,” Yu said.

In recent years, modern retail entities 
in China, including supermarkets, 
hypermarkets and convenience stores, 
have transformed into solution provid­
ers rather than being mere distribution 
channels, Yu said.

“By integrating supply chain resour­
ces, retailers have invested in brand 
building and innovation of products 
under private brands, allowing them to 
swiftly and effectively translate shopper 
demands into products and solutions.” 

The private brand market has a mas­
sive potential to grow in China, said the 
survey report, citing rising consumer 
awareness.

In 2022, nine out of 10 consumers 
were aware of private brands; half of 
them were able to pronounce the name 
of each store brand they recognized; and 
35 percent said they made purchases in 
the past six months. Of the 87 percent of 
consumers who did not buy' products 
sold under private labels, many said they 
are open-minded about store brands.

To enhance recognition of their store 
brands, retailers adopted various mar­
keting strategies, including food testing, 
forming WeChat groups to promote new 
products and offering introductions 
from store employees.

For instance, at Sam’s Club in China, 15 
metric tons of samples of shrimp were con­
sumed annually. The company has also set 
up Sam’s Kitchen where professional chefs 
provide recipes and cooking tips for food 
products bearing store brands.

However, a major challenge is the lack 
of innovation, which means others could 
easily copy many private labels, said Yu of 
Kantar.

Inadequate focus on private labels 
also hampers consumer awareness of 
the real value of these products. Enhanc­
ing the distinctiveness and perceived 
value of private labels is crucial for the 
evolution of retailers, he said.

By CHENG YU
chengyu@chinadaily.com.cn

Small, medium-sized 
enterprises buoyed 
by series of supportive 
policy initiatives

Private brands 
spur sales of 
retail stores

market opportunities for SMEs such as 
Time Traveler.

“I am highly optimistic about China’s 
long-term economic development,” Hou 
said. “China possesses several favorable con­
ditions, including its ultra-large domestic 
market and robust industrial innovation 
capabilities, indicating that it remains one 
of the most promising markets with huge 
growth potential.”

Looking ahead, he said businesses need to 
better cater to market demands, and refine 
their strategies to seize existing opportuni­
ties while strengthening their capabilities. 

Zhan Junhao, founder of Fujian Huace 
Brand Positioning Consulting, also 
expressed optimism regarding China’s pros­
pects this year, saying SMEs will also experi­
ence steady improvement in the coming 
months.

A

Xinjiang contributes
to green energy 
With an abundance of strong winds 
and plentiful sunshine, Northwest Chi­
na’s Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region delivered 740.8 billion kilowatt- 
hours of electricity to other parts of the 
country over the past 13 years up until 
the end of 2023, of which clean elec­
tricity accounted for nearly 30 percent, 
said State Grid Xinjiang Electric Power 
Co. Xinjiang is rich in clean energy 
including wind and solar. Clean elec­
tricity transmitted from the region to 
other areas amounted to 210 billion 
kWh since the transmission program 
was launched there in November 2010. 
This is equivalent to a reduction of 
approximately 171.52 million metric 
tons of carbon dioxide emissions, said 
the company. The company aims to 
form a main power grid network which 
will include seven circle lines for power 
supply within the region and six lines 
to transport power out of Xinjiang by 
2025.

-

Xpeng s flying 
car unit to
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maceutical companies going 
abroad to Southeast Asia,” said 
Zhang Jue, a pharmaceutical expert 
at VBData.cn, a Chongqing-based 
healthcare service platform.

Specifically, Zhang said Singapore 
owns advanced medical resources, 
efficient management, abundant 
talent resources, a comprehensive 
medical product administration sys­
tem, a developed infrastructure and 
an efficient logistics system Several 
high-quality biopharmaceuticals are 
manufactured in Singapore, and 
more than 15 renowned multina­
tional drugmakers have established 
factories in the city state.

Meanwhile, other Chinese phar­
maceutical companies have also 
been accelerating their commerciali­
zation process in Singapore over the 
pastyear. In March, Shanghai Junshi 
Biosciences Co Ltd announced col­
laboration with Singapore-based 
Rxilient Biotech on development 
and commercialization of an anti­
body drug through a joint venture in 
nine Southeast Asian nations — 
Thailand, Brunei, Cambodia, Indo­
nesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar; the 
Philippines and Vietnam.

Li Ning, CEO of Junshi Bioscien­
ces, said, “Southeast Asia boasts a 
thriving pharmaceutical innova­
tion environment, flexible drug reg­
ulatory policies and diversified

I’

is 1.5 times that of a traditional rotary 
screen printing machine, five times 
that of a flat screen printing machine, 
and 1.5-2 times that of similar foreign- 
made products.

Furthermore, the machine also 
features higher printing quality, 
with a physical accuracy of up to 
1200 dpix2400 dpi, which is four 
times that of the common multipass 
machine in the market.

Since it does not involve making 
the screen and paste, the printing 
cost is greatly reduced, making it 
effective over traditional printing in 
mass production.

The single-pass digital printing 
machine has the potential to com­
pletely replace traditional printing 
machines, causing less waste and 
pollution.

According to a third-party testing 
report, the “KUN” single-pass 
equipment can reduce electricity 
consumption by 52.02 percent, 
water by 46.66 percent, steam by 
51.39 percent, and carbon dioxide 
emissions by 51.44 percent during 
the printing process, compared with 
traditional printing methods.

At present, a total of 21 sets of 
“KUN” single-pass machines have 
been applied in China, accounting 
for more than 70 percent of all sin­
gle-pass machines in the country.

In 2023, the company achieved a 
revenue of 140 million yuan ($19.63 
million).

The emergence of the “KUN” sin­
gle-pass digital printing equipment 
has enabled the textile printing and 
garment industry to reverse the ear­
lier model of basing sales on produc­
tion, helping to solve the problem of 
overstocking and resource wastage, 
thereby realizing environmentally 
friendly and sustainable develop­
ment of the industry.

With this, China’s textile industry 
has entered a new era in three new 
aspects: science and technology, 
fashion, and green processes.

As a key link in the textile indus­
try chain, printing and dyeing is an 
important process to enhance the 
added value of textiles.

In recent years, China has issued a 
series of industrial policies to 
encourage intelligent manufactur­
ing equipment and green printing 
and dyeing, thus supporting the 
application of digital printing tech­
nology in the textile industry.

Song said that in addition to the 
existing “KUN” single-pass machine 
for fabric printing, the company is 
working on new product lines and 
exploring new application areas, 
including printing equipment for 
wide fabrics in home textiles and for 
book printing.

“We are now actively seeking to 
explore further international mar­
kets, such as India, Pakistan and 
Southeast Asian countries, with 
more Chinese textile manufacturers 
growing active in seeking to 
enhance their supply chain abroad,” 
Song said.

IE

With improved innovative capa­
bilities, competitiveness and inter­
national initiatives, Chinese 
pharmaceutical firms are expand­
ing business in Singapore to tap 
into a new “battlefield”

In late December, China Medical 
System, a Shenzhen, Guangdong 
province-based biopharmaceutical 
company, announced the acquisi­
tion of a factory in Singapore 
through wholly owmed subsidiary 
CMS Medical Venture Pte Ltd and 
non-wholly owned units Rxilient 
Health and PharmaGend Global 
Medical Services Pte Ltd. The facto­
ry, which is located in Idas Biomedi­
cal Park in Singapore and occupies 
60,000 square meters, is expected to 
support CMS’ contract development 
and manufacturing organization 
(CDMO) business in Southeast Asia. 

‘With Chinese innovative phar­
maceutical companies deepening 
their globalization drive, exploring 
a ‘second battlefield’ in Singapore 
has become a must. With its role as 
a hub for the intersection of East 
and West, as well as its geographi­
cal advantage of being part of the 
Southeast Asian market, Singapore 
provides ideal industrial and inter­
national support for Chinese phar-

City state boasts advanced medical 
resources, efficient management

medical security systems, so it has 
great potential as an emerging mar­
ket for innovative drugs.”

The company said it is planning 
to launch the antibody drug in 
more markets. At the end of last 
year, the product was approved by 
the United States Food and Drug 
Administration. Many regulatory 
authorities in Southeast Asia rely 
on the FDA results, and the applica­
tion process is more about complet­
ing the registration process. 

“In addition, obtaining high-quali­
ty endorsements from the FDA will 
also greatly assist in accelerating die 
approval of more indications of the 
product, especially in Southeast 
Asian countries where companies 
can accept applications for indica­
tions already listed in China,” Li said. 

‘With rapid economic develop­
ment and the rise of the emerging 
middle class in Southeast Asia, the 
region will play a role as a new 
engine of growth for the global 
pharmaceutical and biotechnical 
market in the future,” said Lee Ker 
Yin, CEO of Rxilient.

“From Rxilient to PharmaGend, a 
closed loop for Chinese pharma­
ceutical companies’ “new globaliza­
tion’ padi is gradually formed — 
new' domestic drugs are produced 
using Singapore as a development 
platform and sold on the global 
market,” Zhang said. 

Market consultancy
Insight expects that by 2025, 
pharmaceutical sales revenue in

Virtues and laws, 
double protection for pangolins

H

Visitors gather at the CMS booth during a medical exhibition in Shanghai. The company announced the acquisition of a factory in 
Singapore in December to expand its global footprint, provided to china daily

By ZHENG YIRAN
zhengyimn@chinadaily.com.cn

Southeast Asia will surpass $44.4 
billion. So far, an increasing num­
ber of pharmaceutical companies 
from home and abroad have 
flocked to Southeast Asia to estab­
lish factories, distribution chan­
nels and marketing networks.

Hong Yong, an associate 
research fellow at the e-com- 
merce research institute of the 
Ministry of Commerce, said: “The 
fact that Chinese pharmaceutical 
companies are expanding busi­
ness to not only developing coun­
tries in Southeast Asia, but also 
Singapore, demonstrates that 
their innovative capabilities, 
competitiveness and internation­
al strategies have been improved. 
As an important hub of both glob­
al pharmaceutical research and 
development and production, 
Singapore presents higher 
requirements for drug enterpris­
es’ R&D capability, product quali­
ty and international compliance. 
Successfully entering and gaining 
a foothold in Singapore shows 
that they have made great 
progress in supply chain manage­
ment, quality control and adapt­
ing to the global market.”

For further development in Sing­
apore, Hong suggested that Chi­
nese companies strictly follow local 
laws and regulations, enhance 
intellectual property protections, 
and pay attention to localized oper­
ations in order to achieve long­
term development.
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Between heaven and earth, together with other sentient beings, I live, 
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Digital fabric printing is gaining a 
strong foothold in the Yangtze River 
Delta region, a hub for textile pro­
duction and exports in China.

This new mode of printing, which 
uses inkjet technology to print on fab­
ric or garments, has the advantage of 
etching colorful and complicated 
designs on fabric with high precision, 
reducing harm to the environment 
due to its “green” technologies.

Digital fabric printing is appro­
priate for small-scale production, as 
it is more cost-effective and less 
demanding than screen printing 
techniques.

Nevertheless, it is becoming popu­
lar in large-scale and mass-produc­
tion fabric printing, as an alternative 
to rotary screen printing.

At a factory of Hi-ink Digital Tech­
nology Co Ltd in Zhejiang province, 
several large machines are running 
at high speed, efficiently printing 
patterns on fabrics through digital 
printing technology.

These machines belong to the 
“KUN” series of single-pass digital 
printing equipment, which was first 
produced by the company.

Founded in 2016, Hi-ink Digital 
Technology is located in Shaoxing, 
Zhejiang, which is knowm as the 
‘World Cloth City”.

The company first produced the 
“KUN” series of single-pass digital 
printing equipment in 2019, reform­
ing the traditional printing technol­
ogy and increasing the 
competitiveness of China’s digital 
printing technology in the interna­
tional market.

China is the world’s largest textile 
processing and exporting country, 
and the Yangtze River Delta area is 
its hub for both production and 
exports.

Earlier, traditional printing and 
dyeing technology — which 
involved the costly process of mak­
ing the screen and paste — used to 
lead to excessive wastage that 
harmed the environment.

After the advent of digital print­
ing technologies, multipass printing 
was widely applied. However, its 
daily output could only reach 600 to 
3,000 meters per set, much smaller 
than that of traditional machines, 
which can produce 20,000-60,000 
meters per set

In 2014, Song Shuiyou, founder of 
Hi-ink Digital Technology, proposed 
a digital printing platform that had 
more advantages in terms of daily 
output and printing costs than tra­
ditional printing techniques.

After a number of experiments, 
the “KUN” series of single-pass digi­
tal printing equipment was devel­
oped, overcoming previous 
disadvantages.

The “KUN” single-pass digital 
printing machine’s speed is 80 meters 
per minute and its daily output hits 
60,000-100,000 meters per set, which 

/ w

Digital fabric printing 
gaining popularity
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Xizang expressway brightens local lives
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Local people and employees attend various events held by local governments and China Railway No 4 Engineering Group Co during engi­
neering works in the Xizang autonomous region, photos provided to china daily

was touched by the gesture.
Wang Hao, a staffer at the publici­

ty department of CREC4 Second 
Engineering Co Ltd, which sends 
the builders to Xizang for construc­
tion work, said his colleagues have 
forged a deep bond with the local 
Tibetan residents during the course 
of their work.

On Oct 1, the Tibetan residents 
in Dingdrong village of Bome 
county, which is administered by 
Nyingchi prefecture, invited the 
CREC4 builders working nearby 
for a celebration to spend the

on their acquired skills and 
educational levels.

So for, CREC4 Second Engineer­
ing lias hired more than 4-00 Tibet­
an farmers and herdsmen, and 
leased more than 300 sets of local 
machinery and equipment, helping 
them gamer a total income of more 
than 20 million yuan.

ernment head of Chewa township 
where his project department is 
based, requesting him to join 
Thubten, then government head of 
Rinpung county, on the rostrum for 
a local celebration.

Seeing the Tibetans dance and 
sing wholeheartedly, Fang thought 
the work that CREC4 staff members 
had done to help the local residents 
had been rewarding, and that they 
would be happier after the fully 
opened expressway offers an easier 
mobility option.

According to Zhang Zhengrong, 
Fang’s colleague who is the chair­
man of the project department’s 
trade union, during the local 
Saga Dawa Festival and Sho Dun 
Festival (yogurt festival) each 
year, the local residents would 
invite them for a grand gala to 
enjoy the folk performances and 
taste the local cuisine.

By presenting Khata — an auspi­
cious ceremonial silk fabric mark­
ing a show of respect — to CREC4 
employees, they would express 
their warmest welcome and grati­
tude to the guests.

Tenzin Dondrup is a fervent 
attendee at the training sessions. 
After breakfast, he immediately 
rushes to the training room.

“Today, we are going to have class­
es on electric welding. I need to have 
a good seat for a clearer view” he 
said, adding, “I’m to apply for an 
electrician’s certificate to prepare 
for my job.”

So far, more than 140 training ses­
sions have been launched, drawing 
over 2,400 attendees.

After the training, the assist­
ance team picked the local people 
to work as CREC4 builders based

has helped stabilize all the basic 
family expenses.

Before landing the new job in
2020, she was a poverty-stricken 
resident of Nubikam at Rinpung’s 
Chewa township, shouldering all 
the responsibilities of the family.

She now works as a traffic guide 
for CREC4’s project mixing station 
and the intersection of National 
Highway 318. She earns a monthly 
income of5,000 yuan.

“I really cherish my current job, as 
I can do my bit for the work safety of 
the project,” said Nudron, who is 
always by her post, whether on a hot 
summer’s day or a cold one with 
heavy snowfall during winter.

On May 9, 2022, the Nyingchi- 
Lhasa section of the Yaan-Yecheng 
Expressway was opened to traffic, 
following the trial operation of the 
first phase, the Lhasa-Shigatse 
Expressway, in the east since Nov 22,
2021.

National Day holiday.
At the start of the event, the 

Tibetans presented Khatas to the 
CREC4 builders, expressing their 
deep thanks for the construction 
work.

The Tibetan villagers and the 
CREC4 builders jointly carried out a 
number of cultural and sports 
events with unique Tibetan fea­
tures, such as holding sandbags, a 
tug of war and high-altitude basket­
ball matches, attracting much 
mirth from the spectators.

The enjoyable moments made 

Zhang said that while celebrat­
ing the anniversary of the found­
ing of the Xizang autonomous 
region, villagers at Chewa town­
ship also invited the CREC4 build­
ers, helping to solidify their 
friendship.

During each Mid-Autumn Festi­
val, the Tibetans also invited the 
CREC4 employees — who worked 
far away from their hometowns 
and could not get back for family 
reunions during the traditional 
festival — to their homes for a get- 
together, he said, adding that he 

mainly rely on agricultural produce 
for income. They need industrial 
support and tourism to boost their 
incomes.

Xu said aiding in skill develop­
ment and jobs is the best solution to 
help in the development of local 
residents.

As technical training can lead to 
decent jobs, the assistance team 
organized CREC4 staffers in con­
ducting “skills training” and “pre-job 
training” sessions through the mode 
of “a teacher helping an apprentice” 

The skills mainly covered steel 
bar binding and electric welding.

Local road
Situated in the valleys of the mid­

dle reaches of Yarlung Tsangpo, 
Xizang’s most famous river, Rin­
pung is known as the “east gate” of 
Shigatse. With an average elevation 
of over 3,950 meters above sea level, 
Rinpung is mountainous and rid­
dled with deep gullies.

When CREC4 builders arrived, 
they realized that the local popula-

tion faced many difficulties in their 
daily travels.

Rinpung administers nine town­
ships, with 366 natural villages orga­
nized into 72 administrative villages 
and one neighborhood committee. 

In addition to building the 
expressway, CREC4 staffers decided 
to offer a helping hand by setting up 
an assistance team, of which Xu 
Kerning is the head.

Xu said: “A good local road can 
serve as a transport artery linking 
the rural Tibetan fields and the 
urban market. Once built, the 
local rural resources can be 
revitalized.”

Based mainly on agriculture, the 
local people produce highland bar­
ley, wheat, rapeseed, peas and pota­
toes, as well as rear cattle and sheep. 

Rinpung’s rich mineral resources 
include ferrochrome, lead, zinc, 
marble and jade.

With help from the assistance 
team, CREC4 Second Engineering 
only took six months to renovate 
36.9 km of existing roads and 12.6 
km of permanent roads, breaking 
the bottleneck facing the Tibetan 
farmers and herdsmen along these 
roads.

Children’s education
CREC4 builders wouldn’t let the 

Tibetan children down without 
proper support.

For CREC4 builders, extending a 
helping hand to needy students in 
Rinpung ensured educational 
equality and social fairness.

The assistance team visited the 
Rinpung County Education Bureau, 
the Chewa township and the Lhain 
township and their surrounding vil­
lages, and launched an aid-the-kids 
drive.

Some 20 CREC4 staffers decided 
to offer each primary school student 
600 yuan per semester and each 
middle school student 1,000 yuan 
per semester for their studies.

“I will definitely cherish this aid 
fund and use it for my own study,” 
said Lhadron, who is studying in the 
third grade at Rinpung County Mid­
dle School.

By MA CHENGUANG and 

ZHUANGQIANGE

By HAN RONGHUA and 

ZHUANG QIAN GE

Nudron, a widowed mother of two, employed by CREC4 as a traffic 
guide, works at a construction site near National Highway 318 in the 
Xizang autonomous region, provided to china daily

Techniques, jobs
Rinpung has a population of 

some 38,800, including over 35,600 
Tibetans, but the local residents

them blend in amid colorful flowers 
with the snowy mountains and 
grasslands in the background, 
Wang said.

Feng Jun, an official at the 
CREC4 project department, said, 
“We need to create a favorable 
external environment for promot­
ing smooth and stable construction 
here.”

He said the event boosted ethnic 
ties of “the Han people and the 
Tibetan people being one big fami­
ly” and created a harmonious 
atmosphere.

Tenzin Phuntsog, a native of Sog county. Xizang autonomous region, and an employee of China Railway No 4 Engineering Group Co Ltd, takes measurements at the construc­
tion site of the Lhasa-Shigatse Expressway, provided to china daily
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State-owned
company offers 
helping hand for 
jobs, improved 
living standards

For Fang Shanzhi, an employee of 
State-owned builder China Railway 
No 4 Engineering Group Co Ltd, 
building an expressway in the 
Xizang autonomous region has 
made his life fruitful and rewarding 
over the past few years.

In June 2018, Fang and his col­
leagues arrived in Rinpung coun­
ty to help construct the Lhasa- 
Shigatse Expressway — part of 
the east-west artery Yaan-Ye- 
cheng Expressway — whose main 
construction was completed on 
Dec 5.

As Party secretary' of the CREC4 
project department in Rinpung, he 
has worked with more than 400 
Tibetan farmers and herdsmen on 
the CREC4 task, and leased more 
than 300 sets of machinery and 
equipment from the local people, 
offering them an opportunity to 
earn more than 20 million yuan 
($2.73 million).

In June 2021, Fang received a 
phone call from Pasang Gyatso, gov­

The completion of a key express­
way linking Lhasa, capital of the 
Xizang autonomous region, and 
Shigatse, a prefecture-level city, has 
boosted local transportation and 
transformed the livelihoods of 
residents.

The 166.98-kilometer-long 
expressway, whose first phase had 
opened to traffic earlier, saw the sec­
ond phase, or the middle section 
partly built by China Railway No 4 
Engineering Group Co Ltd, fully 
connected on Dec 5.

Tenzin Phuntsog, a native of Sog 
county in Xizang and a worker at 
CREC4, was told by the company 
that he could end his probationary 
period six months earlier than 
scheduled and become a formal 
employee, due to his dedication to 
the job.

Tenzin, who had received techni­
cal training and been admitted to 
CREC4’s project department in Rin­
pung county in July 2021, said he 
was glad that his diligence at work 
had so quickly won praise from his 
company, a State-owned builder.

In June 2018, CREC4 builders 
arrived in Rinpung to construct 
the Yaan-Yecheng Expressway run­
ning through the county. It 
embarked on a plan to help the 
local people. Rinpung, located in 
the northeastern tip of Shigatse, 
borders Lhasa in the north and 
Shannan in the east.

Tenzin, who now works as a tech­
nician for the Cholungya River 
bridge, earns 15,000 yuan ($2,270) 
per month, greatly boosting income 
support for his family.

Previously, the family of four, 
including his father, mother and 
elder sister, lived mainly on the 
meager salary of his father, who 
used to toil as a road maintenance 
worker.

The Yaan-Yecheng Expressway 
starts at Juntian village under Yaan’s 
Yucheng district in Sichuan prov­
ince, and ends at Yecheng under 
Kashgar in the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, spanning three 
provincial-level regions: Sichuan, 
Xizang and Xinjiang.

As a key east-west artery in the 
national expressway network, 
work on it officially started in Octo­
ber 2012. On Dec 31, 2018, the 
entire Sichuan section was opened 
to traffic.

Sog county is in Nagqu prefecture, 
bordering Shigatse in the south. 

“As my father works on roads, I 
am so proud that I could also work 
as a road builder,” Tenzin said, add­
ing that his salary has helped lessen 
the burden on his family.

For Nudron, a widowed mother 
of two, her job at CREC4’s con­
struction site on the expressway
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Global economic growth gloom
due to breakable bottlenecks

China respectful partner of the Maldives
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Harbins good service leaves lasting impression

Peaceful reunification is the future of Taiwan

s
What They Say

Wave of nostalgia for ‘good old days’ of Chinese soccer
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Harbin, the capital of Heilongji­
ang province that is famous for its 
snow and ice tourism, lias become 
the hottest travel destination this 
winter. It received 3.04 million visi­
tors and made tourism revenue of 
5.9 billion yuan ($824 million) dur­
ing the three-day New Year’s Day 
holiday.

So hot has been its social 
media-boosted appeal that some 
visitors may not even be aware of 
why it created a buzz in the first 
place. It was in mid-December

conflicts, has caused huge shocks 
and damage to the world economy. 

In order to change the current 
downbeat expectations for a global 
recovery, great efforts should be 
made to remove the obstacles fee­
ing economic growth. 

First, economic and trade cooper­
ation among countries should be 
strengthened rather than weaken­
ed. In this respect, the experience of 
cooperation among emerging mar­
ket and developing economies can 
be built on. The policy dividends 
released bj' the Regional Compre­
hensive Economic Partnership in
2023, the ever-bigger presence of 
the Belt and Road Initiative, and 
strengthened policy coordination 
and cooperation among emerging 
markets and developing econo­
mies, have helped cope with the 
spillover effects of the crises in 
Europe and the US. That the UN 
report lowers its forecast for the 
growth of developing economies 
slightly from 4.1 percent in 2023 to 
4.0 percent in 2024, compared with 
the sharpy lower expected growth 
for developed economies, also 
shows the greater resilience of 

that the 25th Harbin Ice and 
Snow World opened, attracting 
over 40,000 tourists on the first 
day. Yet the organizers had to 
refund the ticket money to some 
of them because they complained 
about having to wait in long 
queues in the bitter cold. The 
local tourist bureau responded 
quickly by hurrying to site and 
solving the problem. This gave 
the people a good impression of 
the city.

While the incident has made

some players, coaches and referees 
have become active brokers 
between soccer officials and bribers 
both speculating on the huge popu­
larity of the sport in the country 
with a soccer fen body of nearly 300 
million.

There have been at least three 
waves of anti-graft campaigns in 
the Chinese soccer circle since the 
late 1990s. But it seems that they 
have only served to make vacancies 
for newcomers. The Chinese men’s 
national team today is doubtlessly a 
third-rater in Asia.

If the soccer system of China is 
not effectively reformed, the sport 
will continue to be a hotbed of cor­
ruption ceaselessly exploiting the 
appeal of the sport and the fans’ 
passion for it Allowing that to hap­
pen time and again only damages 
the credibility of the relevant 
departments.

of the Velana International Airport possible. 
China was already the largest source of foreign 

tourists to the Maldives in 2019, with Chinese tour­
ists representing about 20 percent of all foreign vis­
itors to the archipelagic nation. The number is 
expected to increase rapidly and return to pre-pan- 
demic levels this year following the resumption of 
outward travel from China.

As Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu said at a 
forum in Fuzhou, Fujian province, on Tuesday, China 
has become one of the Maldives’ closest developmen­
tal partners.

Muizzu is paying a five-day state visit to China, 
which is expected to push bilateral relations to new 
heights, as it opens up new opportunities for the 
two countries to expand their mutually beneficial 
cooperation in such areas as infrastructure, tour­
ism, modem agriculture and fisheries.

This has prompted those clinging to the Cold 
War mentality, who choose to look at the closer 
China-Maldives engagement through the tainted 
glasses of geopolitical competition, to speculate 
that China is vying for influence in the region 
against India, the traditional strategic partner of 
the Maldives, as it is the first time a Maldivian pres­
ident has visited China before visiting India.

Nonetheless, such thinking could not be further 
from the truth. China fully respects the Maldives’ 
right to choose its own development path and part­
ners. It is those making such claims who regard a 
country as enjoying exclusive rights to exert a cer­
tain degree of unwarranted influence over another.

the island dropping by 16.1 percent and its sales to 
the island declining by 17.1 percent.

Relevant departments on the mainland are con­
sidering further reducing the number of products 
from Taiwan that enjoy tariff reductions, according 
to reports.

But rather than taking measures to promote 
trade relations across the Strait, the DPP author­
ities have refused to recognize the 1992 Consen­
sus since taking office in 2016. Instead they have 
imposed bans and restrictions on products from 
the mainland, and fiddled with the rules of the 
ECFA and set up obstacles to normal economic 
exchanges and cooperation across the Strait.

Such issues could have been properly handled 
via cross-Strait negotiations, but the DPP authori­
ties have obstinately adhered to the policy of “Tai­
wan independence” and refused to recognize the 
1992 Consensus, which has damaged the political 
foundation necessary for cross-Strait negotiations 
and made it hard to properly handle the issues.

A local leadership election is to be held on the 
island this month. No matter which political party 
wins, it is important for the new authorities to 
recognize that any attempt to seek the separation 
of the island from the motherland is a lost cause. 
For the benefit of Taiwan people and the long-term 
development of the Chinese nation, peaceful reuni­
fication is the future of the island.

The United Nations recently 
released a report lowering its fore­
cast for world economic growth for 
this year to 2.4 percent from 2.7 per­
cent in 2023, citing high interest 
rates, escalating geopolitical con­
flicts, sluggish international trade 
as well as tightened credit and ris­
ing borrowing costs.

Earlier, international institutions 
including the International Mone­
tary Fund and the World Bank 
warned of a global economic slow­
down in 2024. The Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Devel­
opment also predicted at the end of 
2023 global economic growth will 
slow from 2.9 percent in 2023 to 2.7 
percent in 2024.

Analysts point out that under the 
impact of monetary policies in 
developed economies and contin­
ued inflationary pressures, the 
tightening of the global financial 
environment, the weakening of 
trade growth, and the decline of 
business and consumer confidence 
have become increasingly obvious. 
This, coupled with the abuse of 
trade protectionism by the United 
States and its stoking of geopolitical 

to diversify their products so they satisfy Washing­
ton’s export controls. As industry insiders, what 
they are well aware of is that the “national security” 
concerns Washington cites to justify its “chip war” 
are only unwarranted charges some China-bashing 
politicians are peddling in an attempt to give cre­
dence to their fanciful “China threat” theory.

In fact, as the competitive scaremongering of its 
politicians shows, the main threat the US faces 
today is from its inability to perform any self-recti­
fication or apply the brakes to the extreme partisan 
squabbling that has crippled its political system. 
As a consequence of the country’s dysfunctional 
politics, US society is ripping itself apart, as many 
pressing domestic issues have been left unattend­
ed. Were it not for the dominance the US enjoys in 
global finance, high-tech and military sectors, the 
US would not have been able to scapegoat China 
for its self-created woes.

Under great pressure from the Republicans on 
China-related issues in a US presidential election 
year, the Joe Biden administration is reportedly 
considering levying punitive tariffs on Chinese 
electric vehicles and including older-generation 
chips in its export control list.

Instead of doubling down on the coercive, bully­
ing and irrational trade practices aimed at China, 
it should heed the calls of the chipmakers, as well 
as US companies in other affected industries, for 
an end to them as they actually serve no party’s 
interest.

ver the past decade, the China-Maldives 
partnership has set a good example of 
equality and mutual benefit between 
countries regardless of their sizes. Yet

that has not stopped some media in the West from 
continuing to harp on the old tune of China’s “debt 
trap”, by claiming that Chinese lending to the 
country will compromise the Maldives’ long-term 
growth.

Which is not true.
The fact is the current debt repayment obliga­

tions of the Maldives are mainly to multilateral 
financial institutions, not China. As a matter of 
fact, the Chinese assistance brings tangible bene­
fits to the local people. And China has ensured the 
arrangements for loan interest rates, repayment 
periods and grace periods are appropriate.

Over the past 10 years, bilateral relations have 
deepened and the practical cooperation between the 
two countries has achieved fruitful outcomes in vari­
ous fields, especially after the Maldives joined the 
China-proposed Belt and Road Initiative in 2014.

Belt and Road projects have helped transform 
the Maldives’ economic landscape and signifi­
cantly improved its people’s well-being and liveli­
hood. The China-Maldives Friendship Bridge, 
which opened in 2018, has made commuting 
much easier for hundreds of thousands of Mal­
divians and allowed for expanded economic 
activities. Chinese assistance has also enabled 
the construction of social housing units in the 
country and made the expansion and upgrading
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vidia announced at a technology con­
ference in Las Vegas that four Chinese 
automakers will use the company’s 
DRIVE technology to power their auto­

mated driving systems.
The Chinese market accounts for about 20 per­

cent of the company’s revenue and it is seeking to 
maintain its presence while still complying with 
Washington’s export restrictions.

Previously, the company said it is exporting 
chips that are customized for the Chinese market 
so they do not fall foul of Washington’s advanced 
chip ban targeting the country.

Nvidia is only one of the chipmakers from the 
United States, as well as its allies, including the 
Republic of Korea, trying to adapt to the new nor­
mal of “chip war” Washington has launched to try 
and stifle China’s high-tech progress.

At the Sixth China International Import Expo in 
Shanghai in November last year, apart from Nvidia, 
almost all the major chipmakers, including Intel, 
Qualcomm, AMD, Micron, Texas Instruments, 
ASML and Samsung Electronics, showcased their 
latest products, technologies and services.

With the boom of its digital economy, China is 
now the largest semiconductor market in the 
world. Its imports of chips and related equipment 
were valued at $415.6 billion in 2022.

That’s why the semiconductor giants, including 
those from the United States, cannot afford to with­
draw from China, and are taking various measures

Der Kaiser, German soccer leg­
end Franz Beckenbauer, passed 
away at 78 in Munich on Sunday. A 
versatile player, Beckenbauer, 
whose career lasted from 1959 to 
1983, started out as a midfielder, 
but made his name as a central 
defender. He worked as a coach 
from 1984 to 1996.

Although Beckenbauer spent 
most of his career as player and 
coach in Germany, his influence 
was global. One of nine players to 
have won the FIFA World Cup, 
the European Champions Cup, and 
the Ballon d’Or, he is credited as 
having invented the role of 
the modern sweeper (libero). 

His passing has triggered a wave 
of nostalgia among many Chinese 
soccer fans about the “good old 
days” when they would watch soc­
cer matches together on the only 
small black-and-white TV in their 
neighborhood in a crowded room

developing countries in coping with 
risks.

Second, the US-led advanced 
economies should do more to guide 
market expectations. Since the 
third quarter of2023, the US Feder­
al Reserve’s judgment on the trend 
of inflation lias fluctuated back and 
forth, adding more uncertainties to 
the market. The developed coun­
tries should adopt responsible fiscal 
and monetary policies, rather than 
being capricious or reckless as they 
have been.

Third, green development and 
digitalization should be accelerat­
ed to foster new growth points for 
a global economic recovery. The 
wide application of digital technol­
ogies such as big data, cloud com­
puting, artificial intelligence and 
the internet of things, as well as 
the promotion of green technolo­
gies, and the forming of a circular 
economy, will help promote indus­
trial upgrading and economic 
growth, create new market 
demand, improve production effi­
ciency, and promote international 
trade cooperation.

- ECONOMIC DAILY

in the 1970s and 1980s, as well as 
Chinese soccer at that time, when it 
was still regarded as a formidable 
football power in Asia.

Another important reason why 
the Chinese people cherish that 
memory is the Chinese soccer play­
ers then valued their jobs and took 
it as great honor to play for the 
national team, and the game was 
not tainted by corruption as it is 
today.

After China established its pro­
fessional leagues in the 1990s to try 
and replace the former State- 
owned soccer system with one 
funded by enterprises and private 
businesses, and run by professional 
managers and associations, corrup­
tion started sweeping through the 
whole system.

As indicated by some cases relat­
ed to soccer corruption that the dis­
cipline watchdog departments have 
recently released, in the process,
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tarting from Jan 1 this year, the Chinese 
mainland suspended tariff reductions on 
some chemicals from Taiwan island. This is 
a consequence of the island’s Democratic

Progressive Party authorities’ secessionist policies. 
The DPP authorities on Thiwan island have long 

imposed unilateral and discriminatory trade bans 
and restrictions on products from the mainland, 
breaching the Economic Cooperation Framework 
Agreement between the two sides. What the DPP 
authorities have been doing has damaged the 
interests of quite a few mainland industries and 
enterprises, according to the spokesperson for the 
Thiwan Affairs Office of the State Council.

What is peculiar about the matter is the fact that 
the DPP authorities have not taken any steps to 
engage in talks with the mainland to ease the wor­
sening cross-Strait trade relations. Instead, they 
have sought to shift the blame onto the mainland. 

The ECFA was signed in 2010 by the two sides in 
the spirit of the 1992 Consensus — that there is only 
one China — to facilitate cross-Strait trade rela­
tions. With the facilitation of the ECFA, the trade 
volume across the Taiwan Strait increased from 
$145 billion in 2010 to more than $319 billion in 
2022.

From January to November 2023, the trade vol­
ume across the Strait was $244.5 billion, with the 
volume of goods the mainland purchased from

Harbin the go-to place of the 
moment, the city/’s good service, 
varied snow and ice attractions and 
rich historical and cultural resour­
ces can ensure that Harbin remains 
a popular tourism destination even 
when the buzz has moved on to 
somewhere else.

After all, good service is what 
tourists want when they visit some­
where. Other cities can draw les­
sons from Harbin’s success this 
winter.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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Will Manila stop creating trouble in 2024?
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BRI inspires concerted efforts for global development
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he Belt and Road, after 10 years of 
operation, has acquired the status 
of the ancient Silk Road, raised its 
brand status, and become one of

the biggest protagonists and practitioners 
of economic globalization.

The evolution of this Chinese initiative 
has taught the international community a 
number of lessons. Among them, two are 
inspiring as well as revealing. First, the 
Belt and Road Initiative has prompted a 
number of global power contenders to 
take parallel steps to build on similar 
ideas while raising new concerns in order 
to promote high-quality development, 
environmental sustainability and social 
progress. And second, the initiative lias 
not only been developing and extending 
its reach; it has also pioneered a leading 
cooperation mechanism, making mod­
ernization a new driver of globalization. 

The Belt and Road Initiative has 
prompted other economies to launch 
similar initiatives to advance economic 
development both regionally and global­
ly. For instance, India and Japan 
announced the “Asia-Africa Growth Cor­
ridor” in 2016, the United States, Austra­
lia, Japan, the United Kingdom and the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development advanced the “Blue 
Dot Network” in 2019, the G7 member 
states launched the “Build Back Better 
World” initiative in 2021 and the Partner­
ship for Global Infrastructure and Invest­
ment in 2022 to mobilize $600 billion for 
global infrastructure investments by
2027, and the European Union proposed 
the “Global Gateway” in 2021 to boost 
smart, clean and secure links in digital, 
energy and transport sectors and 
strengthen education, healthcare and

to contain China is an external factor 
prompting the Philippines to take risky 
actions. Over the past decade, the US, 
identifying China as its primary competi­
tor, has been meddling in the South Chi­
na Sea, the East China Sea and other 
regional issues to sow discord between 
China and its neighbors, and build a uni­
fied front to counter China. The US has 
been using the Philippines, a treaty ally 
and a crucial link in the “first island 
chain” as a key lever to interfere in the 
South China Sea issue, consolidate its 
military presence in the region, and trig­
ger regional confrontations. 

After encouraging die Philippines to 
stir up trouble in the South China Sea, the 
US said that its Mutual Defense TYeaty 
with the Philippines is applicable to the 
South China Sea issue. The two countries 
also released the US-Philippines Bilateral 
Defense Guidelines in 2024, 
asserting that “an armed
attack in the Pacific,

research systems across the world. 
These initiatives are in different stages 

of development and have different levels 
of global engagement, in some cases with 
very limited success, but they all share a 
common thread: promoting values on a 
global scale and pushing for globaliza­
tion. As the European Commission Presi­
dent Ursula von der Leyen said, the 
Global Gateway will facilitate “smart 
investments in quality infrastructure, 
respecting the highest social and envi­
ronmental standards, in line with the 
EUs values and standards. The Global 
Gateway strategy is a template for how 
Europe can build more resilient connec­
tions with the world.”

The latest example of such an initiative 
is the “India-Middle East-Europe Eco­
nomic Corridor”, which was launched by 
France, Germany, India, Italy, Saudi Ara­
bia, die United Arab Emirates, the United 
States and the European Commission at 
the G20 Summit in New Delhi last year to 
link Europe, the Middle East and Asia.

More important, the Belt and Road Ini­
tiative is challenging die monopoly of the 
West in the postwar world order, as it

Reef, the Philippine authorities invited a 
large number of journalists to visit the 
reef in the name of “transparency" In 
reality, Manila fabricated false informa­
tion and edited video clips to arouse pub­
lic anger against China.

The frequent provocative moves of the 
Philippines in the South China Sea last 
year have further damaged Sino-Philip- 
pine ties and undermined regional stabil­
ity, forcing knowledgeable individuals 
and businesspeople, both in the Philippi­
nes and other countries, to criticize the 
Philippine government’s moves. 

In short, the prospects of the Philippi­
nes changing course, exercising restraint 
and appropriately handling the South 
China Sea issues in 2024, are not high. 
But it is clear that Manila’s wrong 
approach will create more troubles not 
only for the region, but also itself.

moting supplementary initiatives such as 
the Global Development Initiative, the 
Global Security Initiative and the Global 
Civilization Initiative.

Moreover, the Belt and Road Initiative 
does not present itself as the only model 
for realizing modernization and globali­
zation to be copied by the current and 
potential partners. It rather presents a 
conglomerate of intertwined viewpoints, 
seeking joint efforts, promoting people- 
to-people exchanges, investing in devel­
opment projects, and making more 
efforts to create a fairer and equitable 
global economic order by ending the US 
dollar’s hegemony in global trade. 

The Belt and Road is a framework initi­
ative, which in conjunction with a num­
ber of others and with an innovative 
global vision seeks market access with 
consent and promotes globalization as an 
alternative to the United States-led 
monopolized economic and trade order. 
The Belt and Road Initiative has not only 
prompted other economies to launch 
similar trade and development initiatives, 
but also captured the imagination of the 
majority of the countries, as it advances a 
framework for cooperation rather than 
adopting a “buy or leave” attitude. 

The Belt and Road is a leading global 
initiative and a framework for global 
cooperation, encouraging other global 
powers to launch similar initiatives, and 
promote modernization and global eco­
nomic development based on a shared 
vision.

he employment situation in 2024 
remains challenging because of fac­
tors such as the fest-changing inter­
national landscape, economic

condition at home, private enterprises’ below 
par performance, and the increasing number 
of college graduates. Recognizing these chal­
lenges, the Ministry of Education recently 
issued a notice outlining 26 measures to boost 
employment and entrepreneurship. The notice 
is especially aimed at youths who will graduate 
from college this year.

While the notice emphasizes the need to 
increase market-oriented employment chan­
nels and encourage private companies and 
small and medium-sized enterprises to recruit 
more people, it acknowledges the limitations of 
administrative departments in this regard.
That’s why the notice highlights specific efforts, 
including ongoing initiatives such as “universi­
ty leaders visiting enterprises for job opportu­
nities” developing a high-quality employment 
guidance service system, and increasingly 
using of the national university student 
employment service platform to get jobs. 

Additionally, it emphasizes leveraging poli­
cy-driven positions, exploring grassroots 
employment opportunities, and continuing 
initiatives such as the “special positions plan” 
designed for graduates to teach in rural ele­
mentary schools, “three supports and one 
relief” that encourages graduates to contribute 
to the development of rural areas by working 
in fields such as agriculture, education, health­
care and poverty relief, and the “western plan” 
that encourages graduates to engage in volun­
teer service in remote western areas for one to 
three years.

The author is an associate professor at
the University of Macau (China). 
The views don’t necessarily reflect those 
ChinaDaily.

The author is a senior researcher at the Nation­
al Institute of Education Sciences.
The views don’t necessarily represent those of 
ChinaDaily.

represents a framework of collaborative 
practices so as to present quasi-global 
solutions to common global problems. 
And at the opening ceremony of the third 
Belt and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation, China’s top leader empha­
sized that Belt and Road cooperation has 
developed from physical connectivity to 
institutional connectivity.

China has laid down the important 
guiding principles for high-quality Belt 
and Road cooperation, which include the 
principle of “planning together, building 
together, and benefiting together”, the 
philosophy of open, green and clean 
cooperation, and the pursuit of “high- 
standard, people-centered and sustaina­
ble cooperation” One of the strongest 
arguments in favor of the initiative, apart 
from its size and economic leverage, is its 
unequivocal contribution to global eco­
nomic growth, w'hich in turn will help 
realize the United Nations 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. 

All these initiatives are aimed at con­
necting markets and production centers 
around the world to ensure the unimped­
ed flow of goods as well as to raise social 
capital. Similarly, all the initiatives are 
committed to protecting the environ­
ment, improving governance and pursu­
ing sustainable growth. But what 
differentiates the Belt and Road Initiative 
from non-Chinese driven global initia­
tives is the fact that the former has been 
adapting to new challenges by, for exam­
ple, promoting digitalization, raising 
product and sendee quality, transferring 
technologies, enhancing industrial effi­
ciency, better protecting the environ­
ment, safeguarding energy security, and 
improving governance while also pro-

But given that private enterprises typically 
account for about 90 percent of employment, 
the impact of policy-driven programs is limited 
and may not help overcome all the employ­
ment challenges. Increasing policy-driven pro­
grams beyond the government’s fiscal capacity 
not only disrupts the normal market order and 
burdens taxpayers, but also affects the business 
environment of private enterprises, leading to 
long-term social problems and hindering 
employment

On a macro level, the key to solving the 
employment problem lies in liberated think­
ing, a regulated legal market and the use of 
technologies to create more jobs. Also, by pro­
moting social equality and eliminating extreme 
disparities, the authorities can empower work­
ers to become real stakeholders in businesses. 

People, in general, have a tendency to link 
employability to educational qualifications. In 
a society that accords high importance to col­
lege degrees, qualifications translate into 
employability. However, in a normal work eval­
uation environment job performance becomes 
crucial. As such, people who are professionally 
competent can perform very well at their job, 
and those with pleasing personality' can more 
easily land a job.

The emphasis on academic qualifications 
has led to an oversaturation of degrees in the 
job market. As a result, the number of students 
taking the postgraduate entrance examination 
this year has decreased by more than 300,000. 
The factors contributing to this “degree infla­
tion” are numerous and challenging to address 
in the short term, meaning they will continue 
for some time.

As for job seekers, they must broaden their 
description of job, by moving away from a nar­
row focus on academic credentials. Surveys 
show that today’s job seekers, mostly the only 
child of their parents burdened by excessive 
pressure to earn a college degree but without 
learning life skills and practical knowledge, 
often exhibit two common personality defi­
ciencies.

One, being what can be called passive per­
sonalities, most of today’s job seekers lack the 
ability to set independent goals for learning 
and work, and are, to a large extent, dependent 
on their parents. And two, many of them are 
loners and therefore reluctant to engage with 
others and build friendship and forge connec­
tions, which could help them get a job. 

It is evident that for the majority of job seek­
ers today, learning new skills is key to increas­
ing their chances of getting a job. Hence, 
higher education institutions should not con­
fine students to classrooms; they should also 
work out programs to enhance students’ coop­
eration spirit and teach them new skills. 

Also, given that technological advancements 
are creating new employment opportunities, 
many believe humanities graduates are less 
likely to get well-paying jobs. Despite this, 
humanities graduates still find stable jobs in 
their respective fields. This shows there is still 
room to accommodate new graduates in the 
job market.

The author is an associate research fellow 
at the China Institutes of Contempo­

rary International Relations. 
The views don’t necessarily 

reflect those of China Daily.

he Ferdinand Marcos Jr govern­
ment in the Philippines veered 
away from the previous Rodrigo 
Duterte administration’s South

China Sea policy in 2023, by making pro­
vocative moves that have raised tensions 
in the region.

Hue, Philippine President Marcos Jr, 
acknowledging the souring of Sino-Phil- 
ippine relations, has said that his govern­
ment will “solve that problem of Ren’ai 
Reef” itself, raising hopes that Manila 
might navigate a different course and 
appropriately handle the South China Sea 
disputes. But the shift in the Marcos Jr 
government’s South China Sea policy is 
not merely a result of inexperience or 
wrong policies; it is the result of a conflu­
ence of internal and external factors. 

First, the imminent deterioration and 
disintegration of the vessel, BRP Sierra 
Madre, is the direct reason behind the 
Philippines’ frequent attempts to create 
troubles in the region. In May 1999, just 
one day after a US missile dropped on the 
Chinese embassy in what was then Yugo­
slavia, the Philippine authorities inten­
tionally ran aground the dilapidated tank 
landing ship on Ren’ai Reef. Using the 
excuse of a leaking hull, they refused to 
tow it away later.

For quite some time, Manila had been 
transporting construction materials to 
the reef to reinforce the stranded vessel. 
Due to continuous erosion caused by sea 
waves and winds, BRP Sierra Madre 
seems to be on the verge of disintegrat­
ing, prompting Manila to accelerate the 
large-scale transportation of construction 
materials to repair the stranded ship and 
turn it into a permanent structure with 
the aim of unlawfully occupying Ren’ai 
Reef.

Second, the escalating domestic politi­
cal strife is a key reason why the Philippi­
nes has changed its South China Sea 
policy with the tacit help of the United 
States. The situation became increasingly 
clear last year due to an imminent rup­
ture in the political alliance “UniTeam” 
between the Marcos and Duterte families. 

Particularly noteworthy is the intensi­
fying dispute between Martin Romuald- 
ez, a cousin of Marcos Jr and the current 
speaker of the House, and Rodrigo 
Duterte and his daughter Sara Duterte. 
The dispute stems from the Marcos Jr 
camp’s attempt to break free of the influ­
ence of the Duterte family, establish its 
own authority and expand the Marcos 
family’s influence.

As a result, either driven by Marcos Jr 
himself or by his camp, there has been a 
shift in the Philippines’ domestic and for­
eign policies. It is now “leaning towards 
the US and opposing China” This move 
serves two purposes: garnering the sup­
port of the military and police, as they 
can benefit significantly from appropria­
tions; and securing the support of the US 
to weaken the power and influence of the 
political rivals.

And third, the US’ intensifying efforts

Moreover, the Belt and. 
Road Initiative does not 
present itself as the only 
model for realizing 
modernization and globali­
zation to be copied by the 
current and potential 
partners.

The young need to 
cultivate personal 
traits for jobsincluding anywhere in the South China 

Sea, on either of their public vessels, air­
craft, or armed forces — which includes 
their Coast Guards — would invoke 
mutual defense commitments under 
Articles IV and V of the 1951 US-Philippi- 
nes Mutual Defense Treaty” 

This has emboldened the Philippines 
to test the reliability of the US’ commit­
ment, by frequently creating trouble in 
the South China Sea.

The three factors mentioned above do 
not seem to have diminished this year, 
when the erosion of Sierra Madre could 
accelerate, widening the cracks between 
the different political camps in the Philip­
pines.

Moreover, in the past year, while trans­
porting construction materials to Ren’ai 

In a society that accords high 
importance to colleges 
degrees, qualifications
translate into employability.
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China’s economic transforma­
tion is also in steady progress. 
From the onset of 2023, consump­
tion has contributed more signifi­
cantly to China’s GDP growth 
than investment and net exports. 
According to the National Bureau 
of Statistics, China’s GDP grew b5' 
5.2 percent year-on-year in the 
first three quarters. Final con­
sumption expenditure contribut­
ed to 94.8 percent of economic

implementing the principle of 
“seeking progress while maintain­
ing stability, promoting stability 
with progress, and establishing 
first and excelling later”. Market 
expectations and better communi­
cation between the policy and the 
market will be prioritized. In 
terms of monetary policy, there 
will be ample room for Reserve 
Requirement Ratio cuts in 2024 
and greater liquidity in the future 
economic growth.

Some cautions need to be taken. 
Authorities need to consider the 
inversion of interest rate differen­
tials between China and the US 
when adjusting interest rate. 
Although China’s nominal interest 
rate is currently lower than that of 
the US, the level of real interest 
rates after adjusting for inflation 
is actually higher. The inversion of 
nominal interest rates lias also 
put significant pressure on the

RMB exchange rate. If the US Fed­
eral Reserve cuts interest rates by 
80 to 100 basis points in the sec­
ond half of 2024, more policy 
space may appear. 

In all, it is necessary to 
strengthen coordination and con­
sistency among different macro 
policies. At the same time, policy­
makers need to pay attention to 
the market’s reaction to relevant 
policies. While promulgating poli­
cies to promote economic growth, 
they must effectively improve the 
coordination of the policies to 
bring new impetus to China’s 
economy.

Japan reverse the decline in Japa­
nese corporate competitiveness 
and expand its global market 
share.

The coupling of conservatism in 
Japan and the US, with both 
nations in excessive pursuit of 
conservative values, has led to the 
stagnation in regional coopera­
tion and the accumulation of trust 
deficits. The more emphasis the 
two nations attach to security, the

77re author is the executive director 
of the Communication Center at the 
China Institutes of Contemporary 
International. Relations. The author
contributed this article to China
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

growth, driving GDP growth by
4.6 percentage points. Gross capi­
tal formation contributed to 22.3 
percent of economic growth, driv­
ing GDP growth by 1.1 percentage 
points.

But the economy’s transition to 
more consumption-driven growth 
is experiencing tail winds, too. On 
the one hand, the dividends of 
increased revenue and reduced 
taxes have paid off in recent years, 
leaving more space for consump­
tion upgrading. On the other 
hand, emerging consumer groups 
and rising urbanization levels are 
fueling the consumer market. In 
the longer run, continuously 
increasing residents’ income and 
expanding consumption capacity 
is the key to expanding domestic 
demand.

Echoing these good signs, Chi­
na’s Central Economic Work Con­
ference in December called for

policy of containing China in the 
semiconductor field will not help 
achieve its goal of preventing Chi­
na’s technological upgrading. On 
the contrary, the effectiveness of 
its export controls policies will be 
undermined because of China’s 
accelerated independent research, 
leading to the loss of its key edges 
in the industry and supply chains. 

For Tokyo, a more reasonable 
approach would be to strengthen 
technology research and develop­
ment, produce more high-tech 
products, and increase its exports 
to China, and thereby enhance the 
interconnection between the two 
countries to gain a win-win result. 
Japan’s secure development can­
not be attained without the Chi­
nese market and technology, and 
deepening cooperation with Chi­
na is an essential prerequisite for 
its power in industry, resources 
and rule-making. Tokyo must 
rethink whether it should 
embrace the international order 
or rebuild an international order 
subject to its own will. 

China and Japan should objec­
tively and rationally view each 
other’s development, establish 
positive and friendly mutual 
understanding, and constructive­
ly manage conflicts and differen­
ces. It is also important for Japan 
not to overstretch the concept of 
national security on economic 
issues, and view the world, Asia 
and China-Japan relations from a 
developmental perspective, and 
recognize the complex diversity of 
regional production networks, 
which is not simply an issue of 
supply chains. Both countries 
should build a cultural foundation 
for the development of regional 
productivity and production rela­
tionships, find their own position 
at the historical crossroads, and 
attain a common understanding 
while seeking to reshape regional 
values.

apan’s secure development 
is highly dependent on glo­
balization. In recent years, 
faced with the global

upheavals triggered by the rela­
tive decline of United States 
hegemony, Japan’s strategic choi­
ces have relied overwhelmingly on 
conservative thinking, but this 
has undermined its own develop­
ment foundations. The true solu­
tion lies in its return to genuine 
openness.

Tokyo has emphasized that the 
Japanese economy must serve its 
national strategy, and it is seeking 
to exert tight control over key ele­
ments and links in its industry 
and supply chains. The aim is to 
establish Japan’s “strategic indis­
pensability” in the global industri­
al structure, maintain its core 
competitiveness, and explore new 
indispensable areas. At present, 
the core strategy involves a global 
industrial layout centered on the 
Japan-US alliance. This includes 
enhancing Japan-US cooperation 
to construct a “free, fair and open” 
economic order, the essence of 
which is to build an alliance-led 
global industrial structure that 
reduces its dependence on China. 
For example, Japanese companies 
in industries such as semiconduc­
tors, components and industrial 
materials have received official 
incentives to invest in the Associa­
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
member economies. Tokyo has 
also encouraged Japanese compa­
nies in China to shift toward 
ASEAN. In 2022, the Japanese 
government sponsored 17 Japa­
nese companies in two rounds of 
an initiative known as the “Pro­
gram for Strengthening Overseas 
Supply Chains” an indicator of its 
bid to control overseas industry 
chains.

The second aspect of Tokyo’s 
measures involves overcoming 
Japan’s economic deficiencies by 
building up reserves, seeking 
alternatives, strengthening supply 
capabilities and enhancing coop­
eration with allied nations. The 
Japanese government has under­
scored that economic and fiscal 
operations should ensure the sup­
ply of crucial materials such as 
minerals and pharmaceuticals.

less secure they will become. The 
greater the efforts they make to 
achieve decoupling and the sever­
ing of industry chains, the less 
development they will achieve. In 
the end, their approach will 
become a key factor that harms 
Asia’s stability and prosperity. The 
core of Abe’s concepts such as 
Confluence of the Two Seas and 
“Indo-Pacific” Strategy was free­
dom and openness, but Japan has

The author is vice-president of the 
Research Institute at the Bank of 
China. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
poweredby China Daily, The views
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

ince the United States 
launched the trade war 
against China in 2018, the 
global industry chains have

seen widespread decoupling and 
transfer, coupled no less by the 
recent pandemic. European coun­
tries and the US have made efforts 
to draw back investment and 
diversify industry chains. The US’ 
introduction of the Inflation 
Reduction Act, the European 
Union’s imposition of barriers on 
China’s electric vehicle exports, 
and Japan’s complicity in restrict­
ing China’s access to technologies 
for chips and high-end manufac­
turing all prove the point. In 
response, China has shifted some 
of its foreign trade orders to 
emerging markets such as South­
east Asia, India and Latin Ameri­
ca. This kind of the global 
adjustment of industry chains will 
still reign in 2024.

Multinationals are relocating 
their supply chains on a global 
scale out of market-based choices 
— whether for better use of 
resources and potential markets 
in emerging regions or on the 
requirements of governments, 
mainly those of the developed 
countries. This global transfer 
may affect China’s share in the 
global trade and the scale of for­
eign investment. A deficit in 
direct investment was already 
showing in China’s balance of pay­
ments in the third quarter of 
2023.

Japan’s economy might have 
some lessons to offer. After the 
US-Japan trade war in the 1980s, 
Japan saw a large amount of 
industrial outflow, which led to 
economic growth in Southeast 
Asia and integration of the region­
al economy. Then, in 1996, it 
signed free trade agreements with 
countries including Singapore, 
Mexico and the Philippines. Since 
2000, Japan’s share of investment 
in Europe has increased, which 
increasingly took the form of capi- 

Tokyo has strengthened financial 
and fiscal support in this regard, 
saying that such measures cannot 
only reduce “asymmetric depend­
ence” on other countries, but also 
enhance local technological capa­
bilities and increase 
employment and
income for residents. 
In the energy sector, 
there is a push to
restart nuclear pow­
er, flexibly utilize
renewable energy,
and improve energy 
self-sufficiency. In
terms of food and 
raw materials, Japan 
has increased
domestic produc- < 
tion of feed, wheat, 
starch and wood, 
as part of broader 
efforts to promote 
the substitution of 
imported raw mate­
rials with domestic 
alternatives.

The third aspect 
involves using the 
Japan-US alliance as the 
foundation to promote 
rules-based trade agree­
ments. Japan actively partici­
pates in global and regional 
governance to incorporate its “val­
ues” into international rule-mak­
ing. It has proposed the Data Free 
Flow with Trust concept for digi­
tal trade rules, green transforma­
tion rules for industries and goals 
for high-quality infrastructure 
development. During the Shinzo 
Abe administration, Tokyo put 
forward initiatives such as the 
Partnership for Quality Infra­
structure and G7 Ise-Shima Prin­
ciples for Promoting Quality 
Infrastructure Investment. Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida has 
expressed the belief that only by 
having the right to formulate 
global infrastructure rales can

tai- and technology-intensive 
manufacturing rather than tradi­
tional manufacturing. The main­
stay of overseas enterprises have 
changed from large enterprises to 
small and medium-sized ones. 
The increased diversification of 
investment entities and invest­
ment destinations has ensured 
a steady increase in the scale 
of Japan’s outbound invest­
ment.

Similarly, China is optimiz­
ing its economic structure, 
attracting foreign investment 
while also increasing its own over­
seas investment. Its investment in 
the countries involved in the Belt 
and Road Initiative is becom­
ing more market-oriented. z* 
The latter’s
contribu-
tion will
surely have 1
an impact \ — 
on China’s
economy. In
this regard, GNP 
will likely play a more signifi­
cant role along with GDP. As the 
world’s second-largest economy, 
China’s GDP per capita has 
exceeded $12,000, a number qual­
ifying it for middle-income coun­
try status. For its GNP to catch up, 
China needs to effectively increase 
the outbound investment of the 
private sector (enterprises and 
households) so that its stock of 
outbound FDI and portfolio 
investment exceeds that of FDI 
and portfolio investment in Chi­

never truly achieved openness 
and inclusiveness. The global 

landscape is now confront­
ed with changes and 
instabilities, with risks 
and challenges continu­
ously emerging. The 
Ukraine crisis is ongo­
ing, conflicts have 
erupted again in the 
Middle East, and the 
peaceful and stable 
regional environment 
in Asia-Pacific is 
threatened by disrup­
tions. The peace and 

stability in the Asian 
region are invaluable 
and require diligent 
nurturing.

The economies of 
China and Japan are 
interdependent,
with further expan­
sion of the industry 
and supply chains 
in Asia forming the 
value axis for the 
secure develop­
ment of various 
countries in the 
region. From 2000 

to 2022, the global 
share of the Asian 

economies increased from 
26.8 percent to 33.1 percent. The 
region is Japan’s most important 
trading area, accounting for 50.3 
percent of its global trade. China 
surpassed the US in 2007 to 
become Japan’s largest trading 
partner.

Without the Chinese market, 
Japan’s semiconductor industry 
faces a “double loss” in technology 
and market, as China is Japan’s 
most important market for semi­
conductors and semiconductor 
manufacturing equipment, with 
exports to China reaching 26.6 
trillion yen ($184.04 billion), or 
27.3 percent of its total semicon­
ductor exports, in 2022. Japan’s
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In all, it is necessary to 
strengthen 

coordination and 
consistency among 

different macro 
policies. At the same 
time, policymakers 

need to pay attention to 
the market’s reaction to 
relevant policies. While 
promulgating policies 
to promote economic 

growth, they must 
effectively improve the 

coordination of the 
policies to bring new 
impetus to China’s 

economy.

While 
promulgating 
policies to 
promote economic 
growth, China 
should, improve 
policy 
coordination, 
bringing new 
impetus to its 
economy
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An idea and idyll worth protecting
Rangers at Wuyishan national park keep the wildlife safe from the twin threats of fire and poachers, Yang Feiyue reports.
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Community health centers provide convenient care for elderly

terns.
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One of the pilot units for the coor­
dinated development of elderly care 
across the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei 
region, the center enjoys subsidies 
from Beijing for elderly care facili­
ties, and the nearby Yanda Hospital 
allows patients to use both Beijing’s 
and Hebei’s medical insurance sys-

have to work in 24-hour shifts and 
often stand in the bitter cold.

Whe never vehicle horns blow, the 
personnel on duty take turns to man 
the checkpoint.

Facing the biting north wind, they 
signal the passing vehicles to stop 
for inspection and registration.

“We need to ascertain if they are 
carrying any contraband items, 
such as wood and wildlife,” Li says, 
adding that they need to remove

According to Lu Changlin, a 
former head of the hospital, in a bid 
to help more elderly people enjoy 
the rest of their lives, it is committed 
to combining medical care and 
nursing to explore a new method of 
elderly care services in China.

With respiratory diseases on the 
rise in China during winter, a key 
issue for primary-level communi­
ties to address was how to make it 
more convenient for the more vul­
nerable and elderly to receive 
treatment.

Thanks to the efforts from both 
State and local authorities, it is no 
longer a major concern for the pub­
lic.

At a community health center in 
Shanghai’s Huangpu district, 
despite it being late at night, doc­
tors, traditional Chinese medicine 
practitioners, recovery and reha­

bilitation services as well as nurs­
ing services were still available to 
the elderly as part of the night clin­
ic.

“We are trying to ensure that 
more elderly people can receive 
treatment on their doorstep,” says 
an official with the local health 
administration, adding that efforts 
were also underway to curb respira­
tory diseases at elderly care institu­
tions.

Data from the National Health 
Commission showed that in the first 
half of 202.3, the country’s basic 
health services benefited 89.88 mil-

,4

and mammals, Xu says.
The place has been widely consid­

ered as a haven for birds, snakes and 
insects, he adds.

For those who want to ascend 
higher and get a better view, they 
can access a five-story observation 
towerviaa steep flight of steel stairs. 

“It was built in 1984 and initially 
served as a fire lookout tower,” Xu 
says.

Later, a communication relay sta­
tion was installed to enhance the 
fire-fighting capabilities in the area. 

Additionally, a small-scale weath­
er observation function was estab­
lished to measure meteorological 
data, such as rainfall, temperature, 
humidity, wind speed and wind 
direction, within the region.

In recent years, with the develop­
ment of the tourism industry, it has 
been opened to the public as a sce­
nic viewpoint to meet the demands 
of visitors.

Chen Shuiwang, a local villager 
who has been hired as a rancher in 
the Xianfengling area, says he has 
felt a significant improvement in 
biodiversity over the past decade. 

“I would see some of the birds 
only a few times, but now they seem 
pretty common,” says Chen, who 
walks more than 6 km every day to 
ensure forest safety.

Tackling fire hazards and tres­
passers are a major part of his job. 

About a 40-minute drive from 
Xianfengling, the Tongmuguan 
(Tongmu Pass) further tests travel­
ers’ threshold for coldness.

The pass separates Fujian and 
Jiangxi provinces. The water stored 
in buckets had a thick layer of ice, 
and the tap-water pipes were some­
times frozen stiff.

Li Hong, head of the pass, had to 
break the ice and run the taps before 
he stepped out for inspection. 

Normally, the cold spell will last 
until mid-February.

Tongmuguan is one of the highest 
checkpoints in Fujian and plays a 
key role in crucial ecological protec­
tion tasks, such as forest fire preven­
tion and resource conservation. 

Li and several of his colleagues

’ * K"*'

Top: Travelers ascend Tianyou Peak at Wuyishan, Fujian province. 
peng shan’an / for china daily Above: Visitors take photos of frost-
encrusted trees on Huanggangshan, the highest peak in Wuyishan. 
provided to china daily Below left: Lophura nycthemera (silver pheas­
ant). huang hai/for china daily Below right: Cabot’s tragopan. 
WAN YONG / FOR CHINA DAILY

lion elderly people aged 65 and 
above, a 40-percent year-on-year 
rise.

Digital elderly care services are 
also playing a bigger part, as a QR 
code for medical insurance is now 
available to 130 million people aged 
above 60, who have already activat­
ed it

At Yanda Golden Age Health 
Nursing Center in Yanjiao, North 
China’s Hebei province, which 
neighbors Beijing, over 5,000 elder­
ly people have access to smart 
mobility aids that make using toilet 
and taking a bath much easier.

For that purpose, the first State­
level standard on home nursing for 
the elderly was released by the Min­
istry of Civil Affairs in October 2023 
to further standardize, normalize 
and professionalize at-home elderly 
care services.

“A positive view on the elderly 
should be upheld to facilitate a 
healthy approach to aging, and 
carve out a path to respond to the 
aging population,” says Wang Hai- 
dong, head of the elderly health 
department of the NHC.

Bottom: An aerial view of 
Tongmuguan, one of the 
highest checkpoints in 
Wuyishan, which separates 
Fujian and Jiangxi provinces 
and plays a key role in crucial 
ecological protection tasks. 
ZHANG DONGHUA / FOR CHINA DAILY
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A positive view 
on the elderly 
should be upheld 
to facilitate a 
healthy approach 
to aging, and carve 
out a path to respond 
to the aging 
population.” 
Wang Haidong, head of the 
elderly health department 
of the National Health 
Commission

their gloves and touch the items 
with their bare hands to conduct a 
full inspection.

In addition to guarding the pass, 
Li and his colleagues also have to 
tour the surrounding forest.

“Wien encountering hikers 
entering restricted areas, we must 
immediately intervene and per­
suade them to turn back,” Li says.

If hikers suffer from frostbite or 
ipjury, they also have to carry out 
first aid.

Although the work in the deep 
recesses of the mountain is arduous, 
Li says the best reward comes when 
he helps endangered animals.

According to local authorities, die 
natural reserve lias had no fire or 
poaching incidents in the past four 
decades.

A 90-minute drive from Tongmu­
guan, in the direction of the down­
town area, the Wuyishan national 
park’s intelligent management cen­
ter keeps track of the real-time entry 
and exit of tourists, the hydrological 
and atmospheric conditions, as well 
as the movement of patrol and pro­
tection personnel.

“This allows for dynamic supervi­
sion of resource protection, emer­
gency management and 
environmental capacity warnings at 
the national park,” says Fan Zhiwei, a 
staff member with the park.

The application of evolving tech­
nology has also made things easier 
for workers on the front line.

Forest rancher Zhang Quan says he 
now just has to put the coordinates of 
a specific location into his tablet com­
puter and the real-time satellite 
images and historical satellite images 
of that area will be presented.

“Through comparison, we can 
identify whether there have been 
changes in the ecological environ­
ment, greatly enhancing our effi­
ciency Zhang says.

In 2023, the national park 
designed 4,970 patrol routes where 
patrols have cumulatively reached 
33,830 km.

The park has also introduced

drone patrols in key protected areas 
and unmanned zones that are diffi­
cult for personnel to reach.

This not only expands the scope of 
inspections, but also ensures the 
safety of patrol team members, the 
park’s management says.

The technology-empowered pro­
tection has led to a steady improve­
ment in the quality of the local 
ecological environment, which has 
attracted many bird-watching 
enthusiasts and biological 
researchers.

Wen Gengyin is still reminiscing 
on his trip to Xianfengling in May. 

He took photos of many rare birds 
there.

“It was my second trip to Mount 
Wuyi,” Wen says.

“I was impressed by the green 
mountains, clear waters and various 
birds and insects here during my 
first visit a few years ago,” Wen says. 

“Coming back to Mount Wuyi this 
year, the environment has 
improved, and I’ve captured many 
birds that are not commonly seen in 
the city, which is delightful,” he 
adds.

For Xu Zikun, he still vividly 
remembers the first time he spotted 
a male Teinopalpus aureus in 2011, a 
rare species of butterfly that is a 
national first-class protected insect. 

More than a decade has passed, 
and Xu says he increasingly sees 
such rare creatures at the national 
park.

“In recent years, two new species, 
Megophrys ombrophila (an 
amphibian) and Gastrodia fujian- 
ensis (a plant), have been found in 
Wuyishan, while the number of 
newly discovered insect species 
exceeded 1,000,” Xu says.

“It’s proof of (improvement of) 
Mount Wuyi’s ecological condi­
tions,” he says, adding that the area 
has served as a rare genetic reposito­
ry for species worldwide.

t was late December, and a win­
ter chill was gripping Wuyishan, 
a county-level city of southeast­
ern China’s Fujian province. A

two-hour drive from the downtown 
area through the depths of lush forest 
led to Xianfengling (Xianfeng Ridge) 
of Mount Wuyi, where an imposing 
fault zone cuts through a myriad of 
mountain trees.

“It’s part of the fault belt that 
runs 1,200 kilometers from Jiangxi 
province all the way to Guangdong 
province,” says Xu Zikun, head of a 
law enforcement team with the 
Wuyishan national park. 

“The V-shaped zone was a result 
of collision and compression of the 
Pacific Plate and the Eurasian Plate 
... and we are in the northern and 
central part of it, where the strata 
are relatively stable,” Xu adds, as if 
to assure the visitors of the area’s 
safety.

Xianfengling sits 1,200 meters 
above sea level and at the hinterland 
of the forests, so the temperature is 
much lower than downtown, giving 
the air a sharper bite.

But its redeeming feature was the 
offer of a bird’s-eye view of Mount 
Wuyi that has been a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site for its cultural, 
scenic and biodiversity values since 
1999.

“The forest we see here, charac­
terized by a mixture of pine and 
broad-leaved trees, is referred to as a 
mixed coniferous and broad-leaved 
forest,” Xu explains.

After graduating from the Nan­
jing Forestry University in Jiangsu 
province in 2002, Xu came to the 
deep woods of Mount Wuyi and bur­
ied himself in ecological conserva­
tion work for the next two decades. 

His social media practically 
serves as an exhibition hall for the 
flora and fauna of Mount Wuyi. 

“Almost every inspection tour has 
led to new discoveries of species,” Xu 
says.

A complex landscape, warm and 
humid climate, well-preserved veg­
etation and limited accessibility 
have all contributed to a sparse 
human presence and, thus, make 
for an ideal land for biodiversity. 

“The biodiversity in our region is 
extremely rich, with approximately 
3,000 species of higher plants and 
over 840 species of lower plants,” Xu 
says.

That, in turn, gives rise to 
more than 7,000 species of 
animals, including insects
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Dancing through a classical painting
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HONG KONG — As a group of 
dancers wearing turquoise cos­
tumes and towering hair buns 
moved to a traditional Chinese 
melody, they appeared as if they 
had just stepped out of an ancient 
scroll painting of a Chinese land­
scape.

The Poetic Dance: The Journey of a 
Legendary Landscape Painting, a 
dance drama presented by Beijing­
based China Oriental Performing 
Arts Group, made its debut in Hong 
Kong on Friday, igniting the enthusi­
asm of dance drama fans.

It tells a story closely related to A 
Panorama of Mountains and Rivers 
housed in the Palace Museum in 
Beijing. The masterpiece of tradi­
tional Chinese landscape painting is 
characterized by its use of blue and 
green. It has a history of nearly 1,000 
years and is said to have been paint­
ed by the 18-year-old genius Wang 
Ximeng during the Song Dynasty 
(960-1279).

The drama is set at a time when 
the painting was to be exhibited 
upon Wang’s finishing strokes.

By fully devoting himself to the 
study of the painting, a museum 
researcher steps into Wang’s inner 
world, accompanying him during 
those precious moments when the 
young painter was making his great­
est efforts. Through this experien-

I

An exhibition shows how architect Tong Jun’s journeys of discovery 
constructed new links between East and West, Lin Qi reports.

souls and distinctive auras,” Tong 
Ming says.

“He shows us how architecture’s 
evolution shapes the way our world 
looks.”

Grand Theater in Beijing in 2021, 
the dance drama has toured 50 cit­
ies across China with nearly 400 
shows.

“The most important reason why 
the dance drama became so popular 
is that maybe it has awakened the 
audience’s identification with tradi­
tional Chinese culture at a certain 
moment,” Han says.

Over the past year, Hong Kong 
has witnessed a remarkable surge in 
the popularity of traditional Chi­
nese cultural performances, with 
the special exhibition of the Hong 
Kong Palace Museum showcasing 
new archaeological discoveries at 
the Sanxingdui Ruins site in Sich­
uan province and the Tan Dun 
WE-Festival immersing audiences 
in vibrant ethnic culture. 

“The common reason for the pop-

tial journey, the researcher explores 
the combination of chance and 
necessity that led to the unique 
emergence of the painting, inter­
preting the sentimental bonds 
between national cultural relics of 
the past and people in modern 
times.

As the dance drama is poised to 
embark on its global tour this year, 
choreographers Zhou Liya and Han 
Zhen say that the success of its per­
formances in Hong Kong has 
instilled a powerful sense of confi­
dence in their journey of sharing the 
richness of Chinese culture with 
audiences worldwide.

“Having watched the drama, I can 
only say that words fall short in 
describing its beauty” Hong Kong 
resident Chiu Laan said with excite­
ment after the drama’s debut on Fri­
day night.

Chiu said she was mesmerized by 
the performance ever since the 
dance drama appeared in 2022 at 
China Central Television’s Spring 
Festival Gala, a popular annual TV 
show in China to celebrate the most 
important festival of family reun­
ions for the Chinese.

For three consecutive days, the 
Hong Kong Cultural Center was 
bustling with enthusiasts of the 
dance drama, much like Chiu. Some 
were dressed in traditional Chinese

attire, while others even traveled by 
airplane to Hong Kong just for the 
show.

“In Hong Kong, it is not common 
to see a dance drama become so 
popular,” says Ngai Suk-yee, chief 
manager of the cultural presenta­
tions section at the Leisure and Cul­
tural Services Department of the 
Hong Kong special administrative 
region.

“As confident as we are in the 
dance drama, the overwhelming 
response (of fans) is far beyond our 
expectations,” Ngai says, adding 
that in the initial round of ticket 
sales, over4,000 tickets for the three 
performances were sold out within 
a few hours. Two additional shows 
were added, and tickets were also 
quickly snatched up.

“With the widespread acclaim, 
anticipation for this performance 
has been mounting among people 
in Hong Kong,” Ngai says.

The immense popularity of the 
dance drama in Hong Kong lias tak­
en Zhou and Han by surprise. 

“Through this performance, we 
hope that young friends would be 
inspired to visit the Palace Museum 
in Beijing and discover the source 
of inspiration for this dance drama 
in person, the painting A Panorama 
of Rivers and Mountains’’ Han said 
on Friday afternoon.

f Tong Jun were alive today, 
he’d celebrate the reopening 
of Notre-Dame Cathedral in
Paris, anticipated to be com­

pleted this December, with particu­
lar gusto.

The roughly 850-year-old land­
mark that was engulfed in flames 
five years ago was a favorite of the 
late architect and scholar. While 
traveling in France, he wrote about 
his love for this Gothic building in a 
diary entry dated May 23, 1930: 
“Notre-Dame is the most interest­
ing. Its interior has an extraordinari­
ly mystical atmosphere, which is 
accentuated by those beautiful 
stained-glass windows, making one 
feel his heart tremble. It’s the best 
experience I’ve ever had.”

He hailed the marvel again in 
another diary entry three days later, 
after visiting Chartres Cathedral, 
which he believed didn’t have the 
same mystique.

“Everyone likes Chartres, but I 
prefer Notre-Dame,” Tong wrote.

Tong is recognized as one of 20th- 
century China’s “four great archi­
tects”, alongside Yang Tingbao, 
Liang Sicheng and Liu Dunzhen. All 
four were trained both in China and 
abroad, and blended Western and 
Chinese practices and philosophies. 

Tong’s diaries bear witness to his 
extensive travels through a dozen 
countries in Europe from May to 
August 1930, during which he visit­
ed and sketched famed buildings.

A selection of the drawings, 
watercolors, diaries and photos 
recording that journey are on show 
at/1 Leisurely Stroll From the East to 
the World, an exhibition at the Art 
Museum of Beijing Fine Art Acade­
my that runs through to Feb 26.

The works were shown several 
times last year to commemorate the 
40th anniversary of Tong’s passing, 
including at Southeast University in 
Nanjing, Jiangsu province, where he 
taught for years, and in Shanghai, 
where many of his designs were built

For Han, performing in Hong 
Kong is a milestone for the dance 
drama as it is also the debut of its 
brand-new version.

The production team discovered 
during their earlier research that 
stages in Hong Kong, like most of 
those worldwide, tended to be 
smaller compared to those in the 
mainland.

So, the production team decided 
to make proportional reductions in 
set design and props while ensuring 
the content of the script remained 
unchanged.

The dance artists are also prompt­
ed to adapt to the changes. Just 
hours before the premiere in Hong 
Kong, the entire acting team was 
still in rehearsals.

“We have to adjust the amplitude 
of our movements and get familiar 
with the new stage as soon as possi­
ble,” says Meng Qjngyang, the lead 
actress in the dance drama.

Their efforts paid off on Friday 
evening. As the curtain came down 
on the stage, the theater erupted in 
thunderous applause and jubilant 
cheers.

With the triumph in Hong Kong 
as a starting point, the whole team is 
looking forward to sharing this 
artistic beauty with the global audi­
ence, Han says.

Since its premiere at the National

China’s first generation of archi­
tects, including Tong, Yang and 
Liang. Tong obtained his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees at the Univer­
sity of Pennsylvania.

After graduating in 1928, he 
worked at two firms, including that of 
the prolific architect Ely Jacques 
Kahn in New York City. Two years lat­
er, he left tlie job to travel in Europe, 
tracing the “Grand Tour” route.

The Grand Tour emerged in the 
16th and 17th centuries as a popular 
tradition among European aristo­
crats, who used their wealth and lei­
sure tune to travel the continent to 
explore natural landscapes, art and 
architecture as part of their educa­
tions. The practice expanded to oth­
er social classes in the late 18th 
century as tourism became more 
affordable. In particular, young art­
ists and architects, including those 
from other continents, viewed it as 
an ideal way to enrich knowledge, 
widen vision and inspire future 
work in their respective fields.

Tong’s itinerary included Britain, 
France, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Germany and Italy, according to a 
map he drew en route. He painted, 
wrote about and photographed 
magnificent classical and modern 
buildings, and the cultures that 
generated such architecture.

Liu Xiao, a curator of the Art 
Museum of Beijing Fine Art Acade­
my, says the drawings and watercol­
ors from the tour on show are not 
some sketches created quickly to 
show others he’d made the trip. 
Rather, they show the solid disci­
pline Tong had received to become a 
qualified architect, empowered by 
thought and an aesthetic taste to 
consolidate his understanding of 
architecture from different periods.

‘Grand Tour’
After finishing his studies at Tsing 

Hua College, the predecessor of 
Tsinghua University, Tong went to 
the University of Pennsylvania in 
the United States, the institution 
that helped cultivate modern
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ularity of these works is their use of 
modern techniques to interpret tra­
ditional culture,” Ngai says, adding 
that this approach has effectively 
bridged the gap between audiences, 
especially the younger generation, 
and traditional culture.

Ngai says that Hong Kong is 
developing as an East-meets-West 
center for international cultural 
exchange, and performing arts 
groups from the mainland seeking 
to go overseas often prefer to come 
to Hong Kong first, while foreign 
groups wishing to enter the main­
land also often choose to start their 
performance tours here.

“Hong Kong serves as a gateway 
for both inbound and outbound cul­
tural exchanges,” says Ngai.

s

Top from left: Renowned architect Tong Jun's works, on exhibition, 
include A Night View of Bridge of Sighs, Venice. Karl-Marx-Hof
Public Housing, in Vienna; Notre-Dame Cathedral, in Paris, and 
Gloucester Cathedral, Britain. Above: Another of Tong's works A 
Day View of the Bridge of Sighs, Venice, photos provided to china daily

Tong Ming, professor of architec­
ture at Southeast University

It wasn’t hard for a 
trained architect like 
him to depict those 
buildings in a 
professional manner. 
But he was also able 
to capture their souls 
and distinctive auras.”

Chinese gardens
The exhibition also pays tribute to 

Tong Jun’s pioneering role in the 
study, introduction and revival of 
classical Chinese gardens in modern 
times.

After returning to his homeland in 
the 1930s, he mostly worked and 
lived in Jiangnan — the southern 
region of the Yangtze River’s lower 
reaches — where he surveyed and 
mapped many centuries-old private 
garden houses.

He completed the groundbreak­
ing An Introduction of Chinese Gar­
dens in Jiangnan in 1937.

And he authored Glimpses of Gar­
dens in Eastern China in 1983, the 
year he passed away, in English to 
introduce Chinese gardens’ beauty 
and philosophy to the world. Tong 
Ming later translated it into Chinese 
and published a bilingual book.

Excerpts from the books, Tong 
Jun’s manuscripts, and drawings 
and photos of the gardens are also 
on show.

Liu, the curator, says that after 
Tong Jun strolled through Europe’s 
history and cultures, he returned 
home, where he went on to dig into 
his mother culture’s roots. He ren­
dered his studies of Chinese gar­
dens with new perspectives 
grounded on his education in the 
US and experiences in Europe. And 
he traced Chinese architecture 
from the past to the modern world. 

Tong Ming says: “He told the 
world that once you understand 
Chinese landscape paintings, you 
will understand Chinese gardens, 
too, because they’re three-dimen­
sional versions of Chinese land­
scape paintings.

“The flowerpots, plants, fish pools 
and rocks are not only works crafted 
to decorate the gardens. They also ... 
reveal people’s feelings about the 
world. These gardens are ideal spiri­
tual havens conceived by ancient 
Chinese.”
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Tong learned oil painting at an 
early age and exhibited his works 
while at Tsing Hua College.

At the University of Pennsylvania, 
he studied a curriculum that empha­
sized training in architectural tech­
niques and the integration of 
architecture with all art forms, 
including painting, poetry, music and 
sculpture. He was taught to be an 
architect rath aesthetic discernment. 

“These artworks are displayed in 
the order of the countries he toured 
that year and juxtaposed with dia­
ries mentioning the architecture he 
saw on the way,” Liu says.

“This allows the audience to feel 
Tong’s accumulation of cultural 
understanding, insights and 
research.”

Tong Jun’s grandson, Tong Ming, 
who’s a professor of architecture at 
Southeast University, says the tour 
was one of his grandfather’s “most 
glorious” life chapters.

“It wasn’t hard for a trained archi­
tect like him to depict those build­
ings in a professional manner. But 
he was also able to capture their

I: w -ww
Meng Qingyang (center standing) leads The Poetic Dance: The Jour­
ney of a Legendary Landscape Painting during its debut in Hong 
Kong on Friday, xinhua
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means “a place for drying fishing 
nets” sprung up from a small rural 
settlement along the Songhua River 
to become one of the largest cities 
in Northeast China and capital of 
Heilongjiang province.

The city flourished with the arriv­
al of the Chinese Eastern Railway, 
which connected it to the outside 
world and in particular the Russian 
Empire. This paved the way for Har­
bin’s future development of its 
unique culture where East meets 
West.

The city has evolved from being 
known as the fashion capital of 
China in die 1920s and is now famed 
for its ice and snow festivals that 
have become renowned across the 
globe. These attract thousands of vis-

Byzantine facades. 
Yet it is a park outside the city 

that offers perhaps the most 
unique experience. Volga Manor, 
situated outside the suburbs of 
Harbin, is a 600,000-square-meter 
homage to the city’s Russian influ­
ences, with 30 buildings and a 
replica ship constructed on the 
site since 2007. Named after the 
Volga River in Russia, the park 
aims to reproduce the historical 
role that Russian architecture and 
culture have played in Harbin by 
re-creating classic buildings, art 
and cuisine that sit alongside 
more modern attractions, such as 
sledging and snowmobile rides. 
The pinnacle of the park is 
undoubtedly a replica of St. Nich­

olas Cathedral, a building that sat 
in the center of Harbin before it 
was destroyed in 1966.

While winter maybe the prime 
time to visit Harbin, the city has 
plenty to offer all year round and its

individual charms make it a must- 
see spot no matter the weather.

itors, with sculptors traveling from 
all comers of the world to showcase 
their talents and a variety of winter- 
themed activities and sports. 

Though these festivals may be 
the highlight of any trip to Harbin, 
the city still has much more to 
offer, from its traditional Europe- 
an-style architecture to its more 
modern buildings, such as the 
Harbin Grand Theatre and argua­
bly the city’s most famous land­
mark, the Saint Sophia Cathedral, 
built in 1907. The unique cuisine, 
including Harbin-style smoky-sa­
vory red sausage, guo bao rou, or 
sweet-and-sour pork and kvass, a 
fermented cereal-based drink, can 
all be sampled along Zhongyang 
Street with its baroque and

Contact the writer at
michaelrhyscard@
chinadaily.com.cn

One of the many buildings at the Volga Manor Park in Harbin. 
MICHAEL RHYS CARD / CHINA DAILY
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As winter draws in, there are 
many across the country who flock 
to the south of China with its 
warmer climate and pristine beach­

es. However, there 
are those more dar­
ing with their travel 
plans who head 
north looking for 
snowy adventures in 
the icy climates of
Northeast China. In 
particular, an
increasing number 
of tourists have been 
drawn to the frosty 
delights of Harbin, 

known as the Ice City. 
Harbin, whose name is said to 

originate from a Manchu word that

ing their characters’ identities 
and pondering the interplay of 
body and soul. Onstage, they 
shift between being cold and 
heartless to outbursts of intense 
passion. Through these powerful 
performances, the audience wit­
nesses the struggle between 
body and soul, revealing the 
complex realities of lives with or 
without emotions.

Zhang Yamei, who plays A, 
remembers facing challenges 
during rehearsals. She constantly 
worked on making the somewhat 
unclear lines understandable and 
memorizing them until they 
became second nature, so that 
she gradually connected with and 
understood her character.

The stage setting and multime­
dia presentation reflect Nie’s 
strong personal style.

Theater critic Cui Lei believes 
Nie has designed the visual ele­
ments of the play with simplicity 
and precision.
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feel. What happens when an arti­
ficial being, filled with Shake­
spearean drama and 
experiencing human emotions, 
comes to life?”

Huang emphasizes that the 
play’s essence isn’t in finding 
answers but in how people 
choose to embrace differences.

“It’s about treating Shakespeare’s 
text as tangible material and seeing 
women’s emotional journeys as 
natural processes of change and 
creation, rather than a flaw in need 
of correction,” she says.

The most significant challenge 
for the performers in Shake­
speare’s Garden is grappling with 
the question, “Who am I?”

The characters in the drama 
lack names and much of a past, 
and are identified only by labels 
like A, B, C, D, or such roles as 
“woman” or “ghost”. Most don’t 
even have complete storylines.

From the very first rehearsal, 
the six actors have been explor-

Top left: The plot of the drama Shakespeare’s Garden unfolds in a 
company named Shakespeare Holdings. Top right: The company is 
working on a project that produces emotionally supportive electron­
ic plants inspired by female characters from Shakespeare’s plays. 
Middle: Zhang Yamei (left) plays A, an employee at Shakespeare 
Holdings. Above: The characters in the drama are identified only by 
labels like A, B, C, D, or roles like "woman" or "ghost". 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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“The multimedia visuals 
expand the theatrical space,” Cui 
explains. “The costumes and 
props predominantly use white, 
black and red, creating a futuris­
tic sense of artificial intelligence 
along with a coldness arising 
from the disconnection between 
body and mind.”

Previously, Nie was a well- 
known theater poster designer. 
She graduated from the Central 
Academy of Fine Arts, specializ­
ing in visual communication. 
She organized poster installa­
tion art exhibitions in Beijing in 
2017 and 2019, and her work has 
been displayed at prestigious 
events like the Florence Bienna­
le and the Venice Architecture 
Biennale.

Nie had a strong connection to 
theater before directing her first 
play and served as the graphic 
visual director for such events as 
the Beijing Youth Drama Festival 
and the Wuzhen Theatre Festival. 

“Designing posters for plays is 
like staging a performance on 
paper, turning paper into a stage. 
It’s a three-second art and needs 
to capture the essence of the play 
in that short time, encouraging 
the audience to step into the the­
ater and buy tickets,” she 
explains.

“The theater has always been 
incredibly captivating for me. It’s 
a blend of various contemporary 
art forms — design, acting, 
directing, lighting, music, stage 
design and visual arts.”

In April last year, she organized 
a metaverse theater festival that 
brought together tech companies 
working on metaverse, AIGC (Al 
generated content) and virtual 
human development. The event 
aimed to explore how theater arts 
could merge with technology.

In July last year, she decided to 
create a play and started collabo­
rating with Huang on the script. 

“The way the script is brought 
to life changes every day. Some­
times, a single image sparks new 
ideas, serving as a clue to gradu­
ally develop the storyline,” Nie 
says.

“Transitioning from two-di­
mensional to three-dimensional 
creativity is quite challenging. 
What used to involve solving just 
two or three issues now requires 
addressing more than 20 or 30. 
However, I find this challenge 
has brought me a unique experi­
ence and a renewed sense of 
enjoyment.”

She felt a bit nervous and 
unsure about directing a play for 
the first time. Encouragement 
from renowned theater director 
Meng Jinghui helped her 
approach the challenge more 
confidently.

“Meng told me: ‘You don’t need 
to overthink what the final out­
come of this play will be. It’s a cul­
mination of the books you’ve 
read, the people you’ve met and 
the various experiences you’ve 
had’,” Nie recalls.

“As a creator, there are times 
when I feel like I have nothing 
new to say to the world. However, 
with Shakespeare’s Garden, I get to 
express what I truly want to say,” 
Nie says about her initial inspira­
tion when stepping into direct­
ing.

“Whether it’s real people or 
these ‘electronic plants’, both can 
become soulless shells. Exploring 
how to break free from the con­
straints of language, classics, 
instructions and trauma, and 
allowing the body to have a real 
soul — these are some of the 
themes I want to delve into with 
this play:’ she adds.
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An innovative play blends conceptions of Shakespeare’s female characters 
and explorations of virtual human development, Li Yingxue reports.
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rhythmic heartbeat 
echoes beyond the dimly 
lit stage and throughout 
.the theater. As the lights 

brighten, a company named Shake­
speare Holdings comes into view. 
They’re working on a unique 
project: crafting emotionally 
supportive electronic plants 
inspired by female characters 
from Shakespeare’s plays.

This sets the scene for the play, 
Shakespeare’s Garden. Despite the 
name, it’s not a tale about Shake­
speare’s love life or his female 
characters as a group. Instead, it 
delves into the intersection of 
technology and emotions.

Characters like Ophelia, Cleo­
patra and Lady Macbeth take 
center stage. They are inter­
twined into the 24-hour life of an 
employee, known as A, at Shake­
speare Holdings. The play 
explores the mix of classic and 
modern elements, workplace 
realities and childhood traumas, 
and the contrast between vivid 
human emotions and emotion­
less electronic plants.

Ultimately, it delves into deep 
reflections on self, soul and creation. 

Shakespeare’s Garden pre­
miered at the end of December at 
the small theater of the National 
Theatre of China in Beijing as 
part of the 16th Beijing Interna­
tional Youth Drama Festival in 
2023.

This debut work is helmed by 
young director Nie Jingzhu, with 
a cast of talented young actors, 
including Zhang Yamei, Wang 
Yao, Li Chenyang and Wang Lin- 
shan. The script was written by 
up-and-coming playwright 
Huang Bing, while various 
aspects like stage design, music, 
lighting, multimedia, costumes 
and makeup were handled by a 
team of talented young artists.

Nie jokes that: “Perhaps even 
Shakespeare had a team akin to 
the Shakespeare Holdings. I’m 
fortunate to have an outstanding 
team of individuals, each excel­
ling in their respective artistic 
fields. It’s the synergy of our tal­
ents and mutual support that has 
brought forth this captivating 
stage presentation.”

The play is divided into three 
parts, each featuring a key female 
character from Shakespeare’s 
works: Ophelia, Cleopatra and 
Lady Macbeth.

Huang noticed these women 
are in many ways unique but 
share similar fates.

“We found that, no matter how 
significant their roles or distinct 
their personalities, Shakespeare’s 
female characters exist some­
what isolated from the main 
theme onstage,” she says. “They 
stumble through the plot until 
the final curtain falls.”

The play portrays the challen­
ges and conflicts that arise when 
machines attempt to simulate the 
complex workings of human 
emotions, exploring the intrica­
cies of the human mind.

According to Nie, the various 
female characters in Shake­
speare’s works face different 
challenges leading to their tragic 
outcomes. Unlike the grand tra­
gedies of ancient Greece that 
focus on the downfall of the pow­
erful, Shakespeare’s characters 
feel more like real people, 
prompting contemplation on 
human nature.

“Our focus is on Shakespeare’s 
female characters set against the 
backdrop of the artificial intelli­
gence era,” the 43-year-old direct­
or explains.

“During this time, artificial 
beings learn rapidly through 
technology but lack emotion and 
appear cold. We use extreme 
human emotions to teach them to
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