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Zoo’s creatures in hands of talented, highly qualified professionals
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“Be on the right side of history.” 
Those words are sometimes 

heard in the United States. They 
serve as a reminder that when his­
toryjudges the people involved in 
a conflict, including analyzing 
what they said or did, or which 
side they supported, it will be 
impartial: Those who fought the 
good fight will be honored; those 
who did not will lace an ignomini­
ous sentence.

As the Palestinian-Israeli con­
flict continues — it has lasted well 
over 100 days and shows no sign of 
ending — it is a legitimate question 
to ask which nations will be “on 
the right side of history”.

work as a keeper at the forest zoo, 
which is home to more than 3,000 
animals from 260 species.

Bom and raised in a rural area of 
Jiangsu, he lias loved animals and 
watched documentaries about them 
since childhood.

One nation — South Africa — 
has made clear what it sees as 
being on the right side when histo­
ry issues its judgment. Representa­
tives from that country recently 
made the case to the International 
Court of Justice that Israel had vio­
lated the Geneva Convention and 
was committing genocide in Gaza 
as it carries out its military 
onslaught on the enclave. 

Of course, Israel views its

actions there differently.
The international court’s inter­

im ruling was not a full victory for 
the South African delegation, 
which had sought a declaration 
ordering an immediate cease-fire. 
Nevertheless, the court’s judges 
did affirm that Israel had to do 
more to prevent potential geno­
cide, had to stop the destruction 
of any evidence that might sug­
gest genocide had taken place, 
and had to allow humanitarian 
efforts to be implemented without 
intermption.

Israel was also ordered to return 
to the ICJ in one month to verify 
that it was following through on

these and other issued orders. 
Although the ICJ has no 

mechanism to enforce its ruling or 
any future rulings, South Africa 
could ask the United Nations 
Security Council to support the 
ICJ’s decisions and seek their 
enforcement. Should that 
happen, US President Joe Biden 
would face a conundrum: support 
the UN Security Council and end 
its support of the actions of one of 
its closest allies, or vote against 
any Security Council declarations 
and risk being defined as 
endorsing Israel’s actions.

that this was where he belonged. 
“As one particular firefly circled 

around me, everything seemed to be 
in perfect harmony. At that moment 
in 2019, I decided to work at the 
zoo,” said Jiang, now 25.

After graduating from the univer­
sity with a bachelor’s degree in bio­
technology in 2020, Jiang started

n a cool summer night, Jiang 
Yao, a senior student at Nan­
jing Agricultural University 

in Jiangsu province, finished his day 
as an intern at Nanjing Hongshan 
Forest Zoo.

By XU WEI
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

By CHEN NAN
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

As he walked through the zoo 
alone, a group of fireflies flew 
around him. Standing amid their 
glow, Jiang knew immediately

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan @chi nadaily.com .cn
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Hamas reviews 
truce plan as 
conflict rages

cation of factors of production and 
the transformation and upgrading 
of industries, are characterized 
mainly by a significant increase in 
productivity, he added.

Xi first mentioned the term 
“new productive forces” during a 
fact-finding trip to Heilongjiang 
province in September.

The annual tone-setting Central 
Economic Work Conference in 
December reemphasized the need to 
spur industrial innovation with sci- 
tech innovation, especially using dis­
ruptive and cutting-edge technologies 
to spawn new industries, new models, 
and new growth momentum.

In his 2024 New Year address, Xi 
underscored that new-energy vehi­
cles, lithium batteries and photovol­
taic products “are a new testimony to 
China’s manufacturing prowess”

According to Chinese Customs, 
the value of the nation’s exports of 
the three products grew 29.9 percent 
year-on-year to 1.07 trillion yuan 
($149.7 billion) in 2023.

Xi reiterated on Wednesday that sci- 
tech innoration is the core element for 
developing new productive forces.

China must perform well in the 
battle to develop core technologies 
so that original and disruptive sci- 
tech innovation outcomes can keep 
emerging, thus harnessing the new 
momentum for developing new pro­
ductive forces, he said.

He highlighted the need to apply 
sci-tech innovations in industries 
and industrial chains to upgrade tra­
ditional sectors, expand emerging 
industries and plan for the develop­
ment of future industries.

Xi laid out requirements to plan 
the development of industry chains 
centered on new productive forces to 
make industrial and supply chains 
more resilient and secure, and 
ensure that the industrial system is 
independent, secure and reliable.

www.chinadailyglobal.com
A member of

President Xi Jinping has under­
lined the key role of new productive 
forces in underpinning China’s high- 
quality development, saying that the 
nation must beef up innovation in 
science and technology to attain a 
high level of sci-tech self-reliance.

Xi, who is also general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China Cen­
tral Committee, on Wednesday 
expounded on the theory of new pro­
ductive forces while presiding over a 
group study session of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Commit­
tee, the Party’s core leadership.

The study session included contri­
butions by He Lifeng and Zhang 
Guoqing, both rice-premiers, and 
Ma Xingrui and Yuan Jiajun, the Par­
ty' secretaries of the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region and Chongqing 
municipality, respectively.

Xi stressed the need to always 
keep in mind that high-quality 
development is the fundamental 
principle for the new era.

He urged efforts to ensure the 
sound implementation of strategic 
tasks such as accelerating the con­
struction of a modem economic sys­
tem, advancing high-level sci-tech 
self-reliance, speeding up the forma­
tion of a new development pattern 
and coordinating the deepening of 
reforms and high-level opening-up. 

He stressed the need to guide the 
nation’s high-quality development 
with new theories on productivity, 
with new productive forces haring 
already taken shape and served as 
a strong impetus and pillar of 
high-quality growth.

Xi said that new productive forces 
are mainly driven by innovation and 
characterized by high-technology, 
high efficiency and high quality.

New productive forces, spawned 
by revolutionary technological 
breakthroughs, the innovative allo-

I

vice-president of FedEx Express 
and president of FedEx China, 
adding that the US logistics sendee 
provider opened its new China 
headquarters office in Shanghai 
last month.

Similar views were voiced by Joe 
Ngai, chairman for China at global 
consulting agency McKinsey & 
Company. “Finding another mar­
ket that can provide the same level 
of quality, opportunities and value 
for investment as China certainly is 
a challenging task.”

Despite some US businesses 
expressing concerns over de-risk- 
ing and tariff-driven rising opera­
tion costs in recent years, the 
Chinese market remains signifi­
cant to US companies. About half 
of them view it as among the top 
three global investment destina­
tions, marking a 5-percentage- 
point increase from the record low 
observed in 2022, according to 
survey results released on Thurs­
day by the American Chamber of 
Commerce in China.

The China Business Climate Sur­
vey, conducted in October 2023, 
found that rising tensions in

Wentao reiterated last week at a 
news conference in Beijing that the 
common interests of China and the 
US in the areas of economy and 
trade far outweigh their disputes, 
and the two sides should strength­
en dialogue and communication to 
help companies solve different 
issues in cooperation and explore 
potential.

Upbeat about the Chinese mar­
ket, Johnson Controls International, 
a US multinational conglomerate, 
established a joint venture with 
Tianjin Emagin Technology Co, a 
maglev high-speed rotating 
machinery manufacturer based in 
Tianjin in mid-January. The focus 
of this new company is to spear­
head innovation and enhance ener­
gy efficiency in the heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning 
industry.

“This cooperation is not only a 
new move for us to deepen our 
investment in China, but also high­
lights our determination to seize 
more growth opportunities in the 
country?’ said Anu Rathninde, 
president of Johnson Controls 
Asia-Pacific.

Boosting innovation, advancing sci-tech 
self-reliance stressed at study session

China will continue to be 
attractive for companies from the 
United States, thanks to its mas­
sive consumer market and well-es­
tablished supply chain networks 
that are hard to replicate, business 
leaders and analysts said on 
Thursday.

Since the content of Sino-US eco­
nomic cooperation has expanded 
from just goods trade to all busi­
ness fields, they stressed that con­
frontation is not conducive to the 
interests of either country or the 
global community. Strengthening 
political and business relations 
between the two countries is cru­
cial not only for driving economic 
growth but also for improving the 
well-being of their people.

China’s enormous market, sup­
portive policies to attract global 
capital, ongoing industrial 
upgrading and its status as an 
increasingly strong innovator 
make the country one of the most 
important markets for many US 
companies, said Eddy Chan, senior
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Children demonstrate their cardboard dragon craft at a township in 
Haian, Jiangsu province, on Thursday. The children, whose parents 
live and work elsewhere, also received stationery and books to cele­
brate the upcoming Year of the Dragon, zhou qiang / for china daily

Most provincial-level regions set 
GDP targets at above 5 percent

Popular TV drama is both love song 
and nostalgic salute to Shanghai 
LIFE, PAGE 14
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COP28 was a 
turning point 
for loss and 

damage funds 
Global Views, page 13

Chicago Tribune newsroom employees pose in front of an inflatable rat and fat cat during a rally outside the newspaper's Freedom Center 
newsroom and printing plant Thursday in Chicago. More than 200 reporters, photographers and other staffers with the Tribune and six other 
newsrooms around the nation are on a 24-hour strike to protest years of “slow-walked" contract negotiations and to demand fair wages. 
CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP
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US-China relations have been the 
top concern for US businesses in 
China since 2021. This issue contin­
ues to be ranked as top priority 
among members of AmCham Chi­
na. A total of 343 US companies 
provided data for the study.

Sean Stein, chairman of 
AmCham China, said the two-year 
business outlook for China has 
improved, with US companies 
showing increased optimism across 
the board, especially with regard to 
domestic market growth, estimated 
profitability and the economy.

“China is a vital market for many 
US businesses. It is also an impor­
tant source of talent and innova­
tion that helps US companies boost 
their global competitiveness,” said 
Stein. “We hope the survej' will 
inform policies on both sides of the 
Pacific Ocean and contribute to 
mutually beneficial relations 
between the two countries.”

The survey revealed that about 
T1 percent of US companies have no 
intention of relocating manufac­
turing or sourcing operations away 
from China.

Minister of Commerce Wang
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Wildlife: Conservation
work strengthened
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Top center: Shen Zhijun, head of Nanjing Hongshan Forest Zoo. Top right: Jiang Yao, who tends to amphibians. 
Above right: Jia Tianci, who takes care of some 20 wolves, photos provided to china daily
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Young visitors
Dating to the 1920s, Nanjing 

Hongshan Forest Zoo is one of the 
most popular in China, and due to 
its daily livestreaming programs, 
the number of its followers has ris­
en significantly.

Shen Zhijun, head of the zoo, 
said it welcomed about 6.7 million 
visitors last year. Some 60 percent 
of them were in the 20-30 age 
group, and 60 percent came from 
outside Nanjing.

More young people such as 
Jiang are joining the zoo as keep­
ers, Shen said. Of the 140 keepers 
at the zoo, 40 percent of them 
were born after 1995, and 20 of the 
keepers were born after 2000.

Jia Tianci, 28, takes care of 
some 20 wolves at the zoo, where 
he started work in 2020 after 
graduating from Nanjing Agricul­
tural University with a bachelor’s

■L

Born and raised in Nanjing, 
Jia dreamed of becoming a vet. 
His parents didn’t understand 
his decision to become a keeper 
until they saw him take care of 
the wolves.

“I feel content when the wolves 
are mentally and physically 
healthy. Although they obviously 
cannot speak like humans, I can 
tell from changes in their excre­
ment, such as its color, consistency 
and smell, whether they are 
healthy Jia said.

In addition to acting as a keeper, 
Jia escorts and chats with visitors 
to the zoo.

“I remember my visit to a zoo 
during my childhood. I loved 
watching the monkeys and feeding 
them cookies. However, after 
becoming a keeper, I realized that 
this type of behavior was totally 
wrong,” Jia said. “People love inter­
acting with animals, but the first 
thing we tell visitors is not to dis­
turb them. Behavior such as bang­
ing things, shouting at the animals

the first rule for staff members at 
the zoo,” Jia said.

Shen, the zoo’s head, said: “Tra­
ditionally, breeding programs at 
zoos have been regarded as rela­
tively simple. However, this view 
fails to take into account the 
diverse environmental require­
ments of individual species.”

and feeding them, are harmful." 
The question of whether zoos 

are good or bad for animals is a 
delicate issue that has caused 
heated discussion. In modern 
society, zoos play a vital role in 
wildlife conservation, public edu­
cation, and scientific research. 
However, some people insist that 
zoos do more harm than good.

Jia said: “At Nanjing Hongshan 
Forest Zoo, the old steel-bar 
enclosures and concrete cages 
have gone. We now use natural­
looking barriers to separate the 
animals from the public, with 
habitats resembling the animals’ 
living environment in the wild.” 

He added that a key task for the 
zoo’s keepers is to implement 
enrichment programs to stimulate 
animals’ natural instincts. Such 
programs include creating condi­
tions for animals to hunt, forage 
and also stimulate them mentally 
and physically.

“We encourage visitors to 
respect the animals, which is also

■

Demanding work
In 2013, Nanjing Hongshan 

Forest Zoo started to recruit 
young keepers who have mas­
ter’s degrees. Shen said that cer­
tain people considered the 
recruitment of graduates with 
such degrees to be a total waste 
of talent.

‘Taking care of wildlife, espe­
cially endangered and vulnerable 
species, is a highly demanding job 
that requires continuous study” 
Shen said. “Working at a zoo also 
calls for a broad knowledge of 
subjects such as biology, zoology 
and environmentalism.”

Shen, who is in his 50s, said that

I *-

During his job interview at the 
zoo, when Jiang was asked if he 
had any experience in saving ani­
mals, he said the first one he 
helped rescue was a small turtle 
his father found in a river near his 
village.

“I was just a little boy when I 
saw my father take the turtle 
home, where he offered it to me as 
a pet. I immediately turned the 
offer down, telling him that a tur­
tle is not a pet and I didn’t want to 
treat it like a toy. My father was 
very supportive of me, and we 
returned to the river to release the 
creature. I was so happy for the 
turtle,” Jiang said.

Jiang formed the idea of 
becoming a zoo keeper when he 
was a student. During his field­
work on Huangshan Mountain, 
Anhui province, he once met a 
graduate student who researched 
short-tailed macaques. Jiang was 
highly impressed by the knowl­
edge of these creatures that the 
student shared with him. 

“The student named each 
macaque and could tell the differ­
ences between them, just like par­
ents spotting differences between 
twins. His passion for animals 
touched me deeply, and I wanted to 
follow in his footsteps,” Jiang said. 

On his first day at Nanjing 
Hongshan Forest Zoo, Jiang 
cleaned the birdhouses — a task he 
tried to perform without disturb­
ing the birds, which he also spent 
many hours observing. Next, he 
was assigned to the animal res­
cue center, and now he 
mainly works as an amphib- f 
ian keeper at the zoo. 

Some of the animals arrived >
at the zoo via the rescue center 
after being saved by local people, 
Jiang said. A small number of res­
cued animals are released back 
into the wild after receiving medi­
cal treatment, but 90 percent of 
them remain at the zoo.

Due to the illegal trade in ani­
mals, many of those that are res­
cued are alien species, meaning 
they have spread to areas outside 
their natural range and dispersal 
potential. Many of the animals that 
Jiang cares for are protected spe­
cies confiscated from owners who 
bought them illegally.

The sulcata tortoise, also known 
as the African spurred tortoise, 
which is one of the largest tortoise 
species in the world, requires spe­
cial care from Jiang. Housing these 
adult tortoises indoors can be diffi­
cult due to their size, but they need 
to be provided with a warm living 
area.

“The tortoises require hot tem­
peratures to remain healthy and 
active. Nanjing usually starts to 
get cooler in September, so the 
tortoises need to be taken care of 
indoors, where they are placed in 
a heated shed equipped with 
purifiers to circulate the air,” 
Jiang said.

“There are detailed duties and 
responsibilities for an animal 
keeper, and the job is far different 
from what I expected,” Jiang said. 

“I need to prioritize the health 
and welfare of the animals in my 
care, which means I must devote a 
significant amount of time to con­
tinuous learning.”

Jiang said that as he is shy and 
not good at communicating with 
other people, his job as a keeper 
seems perfect for him. When the 
COVID-19 pandemic emerged, the 
zoo closed temporarily, and he 
stayed there for more than a week 
to take care of the animals. 

“There were no visitors, so I did 
nothing but look after the ani­
mals. I never felt bored, and had a 
very happy time with them,” he 
said.

during interviews at the zoo with 
job applicants, he notes the atti­
tude they show toward animals. 

“Many applicants tell me they 
have loved animals since child­
hood. They have cats or dogs at 
home, but we need more from 
them than that. We require people 
with qualities such as independ­
ence, stability, persistence and 
practicality,” Shen said.

Dubbed “King of the Animals” 
on social media, Shen is one of the 
best-known zoo heads in China.

As a child, he dreamed of being 
a physician. He studied landscape 
architecture at university, and in 
2008, started work at Nanjing 
Hongshan Forest Zoo, becoming 
the nation’s youngest zoo director 
at that time. Since then, Shen lias 
observed the animals at the zoo 
every day.

In 2021, when the zoo faced diffi­
culties due to the pandemic, Shen 
took to die internet to introduce a 
65-hectare wildlife park located in 
hillside forests north of Nanjing, 
with the idea of transforming the 
zoo from a traditional venue to one 
that values wildlife conservation. 

Supporters were impressed by 
the efforts made by Shen and his 
team over the course of a decade, 
which changed the zoo’s land­
scape and put an end to its animal 
shows — the financial lifeblood 
for many zoos.

Shen said: “People love coming 
to our zoo because they experi­
ence positive emotional connec­
tions with the animals. For 
example, when parents bring 
their children to see koalas, they 
love to see the koalas holding 
their joeys (babies).

“Visitors also remain very quiet 
and spend a long time watching 
the koalas sleeping. We try our 
best to enrich the animals’ living 
environment so that they behave 
naturally. As a result, they are 
happy and confident, and our vis­
itors can sense this.”

Shen said he was inspired by 
his son to make changes to Nan­
jing Hongshan Forest Zoo. 
Around 2008, Shen offered to 
take his son, who was 10 at the 
time, to the zoo, but the boy said 
he did not want to go.

“He told me zoos were for 
smaller kids and he didn’t think 
they provided enough fun for 
him,” Shen said. “I then realized 
that to attract visitors, the first 
thing was to make the animals 
happy.

“Now, my son is in his 20s and 
loves talking about the zoo with 
his friends, which makes me very 
proud.”

Wang Zhiqiang, producer of 
Ting/ Cuties Great Events, a six-epi­
sode documentary series pro­
duced by Bilibili, the leading video 
community for young generation 
in China, said: “Many people first 
encounter animals on visits to 
zoos. According to zoo architect 
Zhang Enquan, over 600 million 
people in the world make such vis­
its annually, and thanks to zoos, 
we have the chance to get a 
glimpse of wildlife.”

Making the series, which pre­
miered on Dec 29, took the crea­
tive team to nearly all the popular 
zoos in China from the middle of 
2021 to autumn last year. Destina­
tions included Nanjing Hong­
shan Forest Zoo, Shanghai Zoo 
and Xining Wildlife Park, Qing- 
hai province.

Besides zoos, the team also visit­
ed animal rescue centers, includ­
ing Longqiao Black Bear Care 
Center in the suburbs of Chengdu, 
Sichuan province, and Beijing 
Raptor Rescue Center.

The series focuses on issues 
such as natural and artificial 
breeding, and animal rescue and 
release by featuring the daily 
work of staff members at zoos 
and animal rescue centers. The 
concept of modern zoos, reimag­
ining spaces for zoo animals, and 
the use of nature to help stage 
exhibitions at zoos are also 
explored in the documentary.

Wang said: “Making the series 
allowed us to better understand 
the relationship between animals 
and humans. We saw numerous 
young keepers who are passionate 
about their work. Many of them 
are highly educated and have 
returned to China after studying 
abroad.

“They take care of the animals 
and are also affected by them. The 
young keepers and the animals 
they look after can be quite simi­
lar in their behavior. For example, 
those who tend to amphibians are 
extremely quiet, while those who 
look after primates are very lively,” 
Wang added.

degree in veterinary medicine. 
One of the animals in his care is 

Stanley, a gray wolf that arrived at 
the zoo in 2021.

“Stanley arrived in Nanjing 
from Beijing as part of our work 
with the reproductive manage­
ment of the animals, so it was vital 
to find him a mate to conserve 
genetic diversity and ensure the 
long-term viability and sustaina­
bility of the breed. For me, it was 
just like being a father worried 
about his son’s marriage,” Jia said. 

Stanley and his mate now have 
six cubs at the zoo, where Jia 
enjoys watching over them each 
day.

“Being a wolf keeper is a magi­
cal job. Wolves have a clear social 
structure. Each pack has domi­
nant individuals as well as those 
who rank lower in the hierarchy, 
just like different positions in a 
business such as CEO, team lead­
er and basic employees. I work for 
the animals, just like an employ­
ee,” Jia said.
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The US president should then 
ask himself which decision would 
“be on the right side of history’: 

That quandary would not be 
limited to Biden, of course. 
As CNN recently reported, the US 
and its allies are not unified in 
their response to the ICJ’s order. 
The report said: “Reactions from 
the Global North to the ICJ case 
have been mixed. While some 
nations have maintained a 
cautious diplomatic stance, 
others, particularly Israel’s 
staunchest allies in the West, have 
criticized South Africa’s move.” 
The US and the United Kingdom 
have been the most prominent in 
the latter camp.

Meanwhile, we should also 
recognize that there is another 
issue at stake here. The waning 
influence of the US and the West 
throughout the developing Global 
South helps to explain why South

Africa was confident enough to 
demand that Israel be held 
accountable for what has hap­
pened so far in Gaza. 

Without question, while the 
West seems confused about what 
to do next, many countries of the 
Global South support South Africa. 
One of the reasons is the legacy of 
struggle against apartheid in that 
country, while the other is the his­
tory of oppression by the West 
throughout the Global South. 
South Africa has validated ridding

itself of apartheid and now wants 
no other nation to ever conduct 
activities that would equate to that 
awful form of racism and hatred. 

Throughout the Global South, 
memories are long. Whether 
reflecting on US actions in Latin 
America, British actions in South 
Asia or French actions in Africa (to 
name just three broad examples), 
one conclusion continues to be 
reached: The dominant powers 
increased their wealth at the 
expense of the poorer nations.

According to a study published 
in New Political Economy in 2021, 
the Global North, roughly defined 
as the US, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, Israel, Japan, the Repub­
lic of Korea and well-to-do 
Europe, beginning in 1960 and 
continuing through 2020, pilfered 
“$62 trillion in real terms. If this 
value had been retained by the 
South and contributed to South­
ern growth, tracking with the 
South’s growth rates over this

period, it would be worth $152 
trillion today”. The continuing 
extraction of valuable raw materi­
als, combined with rampant poor 
wage scales in the Global South, 
guarantees that the conquest will 
continue.

Furthermore, the West’s influ­
ence over the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
assures that it will retain control 
over the Global South. 

As a result, any claims from 
these nations suggesting that Isra­
el will “be on the right side of his­
tory” are mocked.

One is left to wonder how West­
ern leaders think history will 
judge them.

education institutions and improv­
ing the income distribution system 
by incorporating new elements.

Zhu Keli, founding director of the 
China Institute of New Economy, 
said the vision laid out by Xi for 
developing new productive forces 
will help navigate the Chinese econ­
omy toward a path of high-quality 

The author is an associate profes­
sor in the Department of Commu­
nication and Organizational 
Leadership at Robert Morris Uni­
versity in Pennsylvania. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

By RENA LI in Los Angeles 

renali@chinadailyusa.com

1
■J/

Despite Hollywood films main­
taining a notable presence in the 
Chinese market over the past two 
decades, their performance has 
declined significantly since the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

While specific blockbuster movies 
have achieved success, one expert 
attributes the downturn to what she 
said is an outdated, hackneyed nar­
rative style that foils to resonate with 
the current interests and aspirations 
of Chinese audiences.

“Hollywood’s routine narrative 
style has lost its appeal in China,” 
Zhi Feina, a professor at the China 
Academy of Arts, told China Daily. 

“There is nothing new in this 
narrative, and there is too much 
political correctness,” she said. 
“The gap between the means and 
value orientation of these narra­
tives and the needs of China’s main 
audience is getting big, so its rou­
tinization will not work.”

Zhi, a chief expert for the Chinese 
Film Industry Research Report, 
found that the decline in Holly­
wood movies’ influence isn’t 
unique to the Chinese market, but 
has also happened in Japan.

Even in 2023, with the lifting of 
pandemic restrictions and market 
recovery, Hollywood films like 
Oppenheimer and Black Panther 2 
didn’t achieve significant box office 
success in China, according to Zhi.

Green development is the under­
lying part of high-quality develop­
ment, and new productive forces are 
essentially green, he said.

China must expedite the green 
transformation of growth models to 
aid its goal of peaking carbon emis­

expand the green energy industry. 
It is important to develop green 

and low-carbon industrial and sup­
ply chains, and develop a green 
and low-carbon circular economy 
system, Xi added.

He stressed the necessity to fur­
ther deepen reform to develop new 
productive forces, saying that 

and more sustainable growth.
He noted that China’s economy lias 

entered a period in which traditional 
growth engines are gradually weak­
ening, and emerging sectors and new 
technologies have taken the lead. 

“The development of new pro­
ductive forces not only improves the 
overall growth efficiency and com­
petitiveness of the economy but also 
lays a more solid foundation for 
future high-quality economic devel­
opment,” he added.

reform of the nation’s economic sys­
tem and sci-tech system must be 
deepened and a high-standard mar­
ket system must be established.

Xi also set out steps to train talent, 
which is in short supply for the 
development of new productive for­
ces, including fine-tuning the disci­
plines of the nation’s higher 

ft

Protests
spread

In 2023, Japanese films like The 
Journey of Suzuya and The First 
Slam Dunk achieved noteworthy 
success at the Chinese box office. 
The Journey ofSuzuyaemQtged as 
the highest-grossing Japanese 
film ever' in China, surpassing 807 
million yuan ($112.7 million) at 
the box office.

“In feet, China’s National Film 
Administration is very open to 
imported films, especially Holly­
wood films,” Zhi said.

In 2023, China’s film market 
showed signs of recovery, with the 
total box office reaching 55 billion 
yuan. Domestic films dominated 
the market, generating 46 billion 
yuan, or 83.77 percent of the total, 
while imported films accounted for 
a little more than 16 percent. All top 
10 films at the box office were 
domestic productions.

Among them,Fengsften Trilogy I, 
an epic fusion of history, folklore 
and mythology spanning more 
than 3,000 years, achieved a 
remarkable gross of $156 million 
after just 11 days in Chinese thea­
ters, topping the Chinese mainland 
box office in 2023.

Fengshen Trilogy is a cinematic 
venture positioned as China’s 
response to the Lord of the Rings 
and Iron Man sagas.

The highest-grossing imported 
film was Fast and Furious 10, at984 
million yuan, followed by The Meg 
2: The Trench (851 million yuan), 
The Journey of Suzuya (807million 

Generative artificial intelligence 
tools shouldn’t be banned in 
schools but should be applied safely 
and appropriately to empower the 
innovative development of educa­
tion, experts and officials said.

The swift advancement of 
ChatGPT and other generative Al 
technologies lias offered more 
opportunities for teachers as well as 
students, experts said at the 2024 
World Digital Education Confer­
ence in Shanghai, which concluded 
on Wednesday. It also poses new 
challenges regarding information 
security and education equality, 
they said.

Zheng Qinghua, president of 
Tongji University, said China should 
embrace the opportunities and chal­
lenges of Al-empowered education 
and guide young people to under­
stand knowledge created by tech­
nology while stimulating their 
motivation for learning.

“Generative Al technology has 
become an essential tool for obtain­
ing and spreading knowledge. It has 
an impact on teaching, learning and 
even school management,” said 
Zheng, who is also an academician 
at the Chinese Academy of Engi­
neering.

He said that various models 
developed by internet companies 
and universities have been applied 
to educational activities, and the 
majority of college students in Chi­
na have used the technology, 
including Ernie Bot, an Al chatbot 
product developed by Baidu Inc.

These kinds of tools, with ChatGPT 
as a leading global example, are capa­
ble of writing essays and solving sci­
ence problems, helping students with 
their assignments and tests.

A survey by the online learning 
platform Study.com found that 89 
percent of students who responded 
had used ChatGPT to help with a 
homework assignment, which has 
raised questions about academic 
propriety and the disruptive effect of 
generative Al in education. 

“We cannot simply let Al provide 
answers or do homework and tests 
for us. Instead, we should, based on 
the technology, better cultivate stu­
dents to be more innovative and 
integrate professional disciplines to 
solve real problems,” Zheng said. 

“One of the new goals of Al-em- 
powered education is to innovate

sions before 2030 and attaining car­
bon neutrality before 2060, he 
stressed.

While reaffirming the nation’s 
commitment to follow a path priori­
tizing ecological protection and green 
development, Xi called for steps to 
build up the green manufacturing 
sector, develop green services and 
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theories and methods to tackle engi­
neering and technical issues instead 
of simply answering general ques­
tions,” he added.

Colin Bailey, president of Queen 
Maty University of London and a 
fellow of the Royal Academy of 
Engineering, said that with the rap­
id growth of ChatGPT, the question 
is not whether to use generative Al 
in education, but how to use it safely, 
effectively and appropriately.

‘The worst thing we can do is to 
ban generative Al in schools. The 
major challenge is how to make sure 
we use these technologies appropri­
ately to enhance the education so 
that students have the skills they 
require for the ever-changing job 
market,” he said.

Universities and teachers can 
help prepare students for real-world 
applications of the technology they 
will encounter in the modem work­
place, as many industries are 
embracing generative Al as a tool to 
increase efficiency, he added.

For teachers, the technology has 
been used to improve the marking 
and evaluation of students through 
personalized data analysis rather 
than exam papers.

However, poor design and mis­
use of Al systems could cause indi­
vidual and social harm due to 
biased data and insufficient priva­
cy, Bailey said.

Approaches to regulating Al have 
been emerging globally to support 
the ethical and responsible use of 
generative Al, such as the release by 
the United States of the Blueprint 
for an Al Bill of Rights and a pro-in- 
novation approach to Al regulation 
in the United Kingdom.

In China, the Cyberspace Admin­
istration and other departments 
have jointly issued interim meas­
ures, which took effect in August, for 
managing generative Al services.

Chen Jie, vice-minister of educa­
tion, said at the conference that edu­
cation and research institutions 
should cooperate to avoid problems 
brought by Al, including privacy 
leaks, bias and algorithm abuse.

“We should work together to pro­
mote the equal access of technolo­
gies and prevent security risks,” 
Chen said.

China lias established an expert 
advisory body for education digital­
ization and an ethics committee for 
Al, which have formulated a stan­
dardized system for the application 
of digital education, he added.

Zhi said the decline in Holly­
wood’s influence in China is also 
due to “neglect” of the current Chi­
nese mainstream’s national confi­
dence and identity, particularly 
among young people, as audiences 
express a stronger preference for 
content that reflects or is relevant to 
their own culture and experiences. 

The saturation of “high concept 
and high style” movies from Holly­
wood may not resonate with the 
current interests and aspirations of 
Chinese viewers, she added.

Studies found that the average 
age of Chinese audiences is 
around 30. Improved economic 
and social development in China 
has contributed to a more mature 
sense of national identity and 
self-identity in that generation, 
leading to a preference for themes 
that reflect that.

“These are things that current 
Hollywood movies cannot solve,” 
Zhi said.

Despite the overall decline in 
Hollywood’s influence, Chinese 
audiences aren’t universally reject­
ing foreign films.

Total 2023 box office market in 
China, with imported films only 
accounting for a little more than 
16 percent of receipts

Officials display an artifact sent back to Nepal from a museum in the 
United States during a news conference at the Department of Archae­
ology in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Wednesday. Nepalese heritage activ­
ists and the nation's government worked together to get dozens of 
stolen artifacts repatriated from The Rubin Museum of Art, the Dallas 
Museum of Art, and the Brooklyn Museum, niranjan shrestha /ap

Italian farmers hang a 
placard on a tractor 
during a protest in 
Cuneo, Lombardy, on 
Wednesday. The plac­
ard reads "Giving the 
right value to products 
for the future of our 
youth". Small groups of 
farmers are staging 
impromptu protests 
across Italy, with now 
daily gatherings taking 
place as they demand 
an audience with 
Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni's government. 
Their demands are var­
ious, from complaints 
about European Union 
regulations to the 
impact of inflation and 
the cost of fuel. 
MARCO BERTORELLO / AFP

New tech has impact on teaching, learning 
and school management, educator says

ByZHAOYIMENG
zhaoyimeng@chinadaily.com.cn

One conclusion 
continues to be 
reached: The 
dominant powers 
increased their 
wealth at the 
expense of the 
poorer nations.

yuan), and Avatar: The Way of 
Water (743 million yuan). Those 
movies led the total box office for 
imported films, which surpassed 8 
billion yuan.

Despite those successes, the fig­
ures reflect a significant decline 
compared with the peak of Holly­
wood movies earning more than 
20 billion yuan in previous years, 
indicating a notable decrease in 
market share compared with 
domestic films.

“This kind of market shrinkage is 
a manifestation of the fact that die 
Chinese market basically has few 
policy restrictions on Hollywood 
movies, which shows diat Holly­
wood movies are no longer particu­
larly favored by Chinese 
audiences,” said Zhi, the China 
Academy of Arts professor.

Stanley Rosen, a professor of 
political science and international 
relations at the University of South­
ern California, who has long stud­
ied the performance of Hollywood 
movies in the Chinese film market, 
said that die relationship between 
US films and the Chinese market is 
shaped by a dynamic interplay of 
cultural understanding.

Analyzing Hollywood films in 
China for 2023, eight out of the top 
10 were sequels or continuing 
series, such as Fast and Furious 10, 
Transformers: Rise of the Beasts, 
and Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3. 
The only two exceptions outside 
the top 10 were Oppenheimer and 
Barbie, which earned about $50 
million and $35 million, respective­
ly, in China.

“I think these series films had an 
impact in China, but the box office 
performance of Hollywood movies 
was not necessarily great," Rosen 
told China Daily.
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China shows world
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Industry bears fruit for common people

By LUO WANGSHU
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private parcel delivery develop­
ment released in December by the 
Shanghai Academy of Social Scien­
ces, China has about 5 million cou­
riers. They are the most familiar 
strangers in the community, espe­
cially in urban areas, with knowl­
edge of residents’ last names and 
mobile phone numbers, and some­
times even the structure of their 
families.

I am acquainted with more than 
five couriers responsible for col­
lecting and delivering parcels to my 
home, although we have not 
engaged in substantial conversa­
tions. They are consistently busy, 
swiftly dropping off items and 
rushing to the elevator.

Last year marked the 30th anni-

About 1,200 years ago, a Chinese 
poet criticized the luxurious lifestyle 
of an emperor and his consort earli­
er in the Tang Dynasty (618-907): “A 
steed rides through the dust, which 
pleases the imperial consort, no one 
knows it is the arrival of fresh litchi 
fruits on time."

The poem referred to Emperor 
Xuanzong, who reigned from 712 to 
756, and his favorite consort Yang 
Guifei. Yang had a penchant for 
litchi, but the fruit easily decayed 
during transportation, necessitat-

established in Shunde, Guangdong 
province.

Over the years, such services have 
been enhanced, becoming fester, 
safer, more convenient and extend­
ing to most parts of China.

An SF Express automatic sorting

ing a fest and high-standard deliv­
ery sendee to maintain its fresh­
ness. To satisfy Yang’s desire, the 
emperor dispatched military mes­
sengers to transport litchi fruits 
from Southern China to Chang’an, 
the Tang capital in what is now 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province.

Although the swift delivery ser­
vice preserved the fruit’s freshness, 
it was criticized by people at the 
time and later by poet Du Mu, who 
lived from 803 to 852.

Nowadays, the transportation of 
litchi from South China to other 
parts of the country has become a

Thanks to the rapid develop­
ment of China’s parcel delivery 
industry, the country has estab­
lished the world’s largest postal 
and express delivery network, 
allowing most people, including 
myself, to enjoy this convenient 
service. Last year, I received over 
170 parcels.

As an emerging industry, the par­
cel delivery sector has provided 
many Chinese people, particularly 
those from rural areas, with a valu­
able opportunity to lead stable lives 
and support their families.

According to a report on China’s

center that opened in Beijing last 
year can handle up to 1.5 million 
parcels a day. As parcels of different 
sizes and destinations move along 
belts in the center, they are scanned 
and automatically placed in the 
appropriate bags, significantly

while the United States handled 21.2 
billion, Japan 9.1 billion, and the 
United Kingdom 5.1 billion.

It added that parcel volume 
growth in China in 2022 was signifi­
cantly affected by COVID-related 
shutdowns in Shanghai.

But China changed its COVID-19 
management strategy last year and 
lifted travel restrictions, resulting in 
double-digit growth in parcel vol­
umes.

At the sector’s annual conference 
in Beijing last month, Zhao Chong- 
jiu, head of the State Post Bureau, 
said: “Last year, the parcel delivery 
sector improved its ability to ensure 
smooth circulation, boosted its effi­
ciency and capability to handle par­
cels and enhanced the development 
of intelligent delivery.”

China’s first express mail was 
delivered by China’s express mail 
service in 1980. In 1993, STO 
Express, the first private parcel 
delivery company in China, was 
founded in Hangzhou, Zhejiang. In 
the same year, SF Express, another 
major parcel delivery company, was

hallmark business for China’s par­
cel delivery companies in recent 
years.

Chinese people’s appetite for 
litchi has remained unchanged for 
over 1,000 years. However, unlike 
in the past, common people can 
now enjoy the fruit no matter 
where they live.

Now, if I order a box of litchi from 
Hainan province, the parcel can be 
delivered to my Beijing doorstep 
the next day. The individual fruits 
are meticulously wrapped and 
placed in boxes with foam packag­
ing materials.

improving efficiency.
E-commerce companies 

store products in warehouses across 
the country to expedite delivery 
times.

In October, a customer from 
Qingdao, Shandong province, 
ordered a down jacket online. To her 
surprise, she received it just six 
hours later, in China’s 100 billionth 
parcel delivery of die year. The jack­
et was produced in Changshu, 
Jiangsu province, and had been pre­
placed at a warehouse in Qingdao. 

Ahead of this month’s Spring Fes­
tival, many Chinese people have opt­
ed to purchase and send their 
holiday gifts home using the parcel 
delivery system.

In the past, people would bundle 
luggage filled with gifts onto trains, 
planes, cars and ships as they jour­
neyed home for the holiday.

One Shanghai resident who will 
be spending the holiday in South 
China’s Hainan province has sent 
two packages to her holiday house, 
containing her son’s homework and 
her yoga mat.

versary of the founding of the first 
private parcel delivery company in 
China, STO Express. I participated 
in a group tour marking the occa­
sion with a dozen couriers. One of 
them shared that he had a reckless 
youth, engaged in wrongdoing and 
spent time in jail. He recalled how 
challenging it was for him to secure 
a well-paying job until he found 
work as a courier.

“I can leave my past behind and 
build a new life,” he said. He now 
also volunteers to aid people affect­
ed by natural disasters.

This industry has not only 
brought convenience to ordinary 
people but has also provided new 
opportunities for people from all 
walks of life.

i , I-H-1
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Left: A worker does one final check of a truck loaded with parcels in Jinhua, Zhejiang province, on Jan 24. jin sicheng / for china daily Middle: Workers sort parcels on a belt in a logistics park in Donghai county, Jiang­
su province, on Nov 11. zhang zhengyou / for china daily Right: A courier sorts parcels ready to be delivered in Guizhou province on Nov 12. qu honglun / china news service
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“I even send clothes and gifts 
home while on business trips,” she 
said.

China now has about 5 million 
couriers, many of whom hail from 
rural areas.

Song Yufeng began working as a 
courier in Jiayuguan, Gansu prov­
ince in 2014. The flexibility of the 
job enabled her to care for her para­
lyzed husband, her father-in-law 
who has senile dementia, and her 
son, a student.

“I did not have a strong back­
ground. Back then, it was the only 
job with good pay that could sup­
port my family,” she said.

Song was a housewife until her 
husband was badly injured in a 
work accident in 2009. She then 
tried various jobs, including doing 
odd jobs and running a small restau­
rant, but none proved sustainable.

She said she is grateful to be a cou­
rier, as it has supported her through 
challenging times.

Zeng Junshan, director of the 
bureau’s Policy and Regulation 
Department, said China’s parcel 
delivery industry has established a 
successful formula and become a 
prominent calling card for China on 
the global stage.

‘The keyword for the next stage 
is to better connect with the world 
and strive to build a more secure, 
convenient, efficient, green, eco­
nomical, inclusive and resilient 
sustainable express delivery sys­
tem,” he said. “This system aims to 
better connect urban and rural 
areas, integrate production and 
life, communicate domestically 
and internationally, and reach all 
corners of the world, promoting 
the smooth flow of goods.”

Wei Jigang, a researcher at the 
Development Research Center of 
the State Council, said: “The ulti­
mate goal for the development of 
the parcel delivery sector is to 
extend the network to every corner 
and deliver all kinds of products to 
all people, regardless of their loca­
tion.”

The sector aims to handle 142.5 
billion consignments this year.

Zhao, the head of the State Post 
Bureau, outlined the sector’s devel­
opment strategy, goals and work pri­
orities for 2024 at last month’s 
conference.

He emphasized that the country’s 
parcel delivery network and logis­
tics system will be further improved, 
with a focus on building major infra­
structure and enhancing cargo 
transportation capabilities by air 
and road.

The use of high-speed railways for 
parcel delivery and the promotion 
of multimode transportation will 
also be encouraged.

The network and service quality 
in rural areas will also be 
enhanced, with scheduled passen­
ger buses to be used to solve the 
“last kilometer” delivery problem 
in rural areas.

Zhao said another major goal for 
die parcel delivery sector this year is 
green development, with compa­
nies to be encouraged to use more 
new energy vehicles for transport­
ing parcels.

ore than 4,000 parcels 
are generated every 
second in China, add­
ing up to over 350 mil­

lion each day, with the average 
person receiving more than 90 last 
year.

This thriving parcel delivery 
industry has not only benefited Chi­
nese consumers, altering their 
behaviors and lifestyles, but has also 
created millions of jobs.

An elderly Beijing resident trav­
eled to Xishuangbanna Dai autono­
mous prefecture in Southwest 
China’s Yunnan province last month 
to escape the harsh winter in the 
nation’s capital.

Planning to stay for about a 
month, he and his wife took two 
large suitcases with them.

“We older people always like to 
bring everything with us when we 
travel,” the 75-year-old said.

But they forgot to pack their 
swimming gear, including the spe­
cial swimming goggles he needs due 
to his myopia. Unable to find -7.0 
nearsighted goggles in town, they 
turned to an online shop and were 
surprised when the goggles arrived 
within a week.

“Xishuangbanna is a remote bor­
der area,” he said. “Although we are 
staying in a downtown hotel, I 
expected it would take at least a 
week to receive the goggles. Surpris­
ingly, they arrived on the third day 
after my order.

“My daughter always urges us to 
travel light and purchase what we 
need along the way. I might heed her 
advice next time.”

He said that if products can be 
delivered to border areas in days, 
delivery to other parts of the country 
would likely be even fester.

China’s parcel delivery sector han­
dled 132 billion consignments last 
year, up 19.4 percent year-on-year 
and accounting for over 60 percent 
of the global total.

As the network has expanded, the 
number of consignments processed 
in China each year lias surged from 
over 10 billion in 2014 to over 100 
billion since 2021.

Since March, the network has 
been handling more than 10 billion 
parcels a month.

According to a report released in 
November by the Development and 
Research Center of the State Post 
Bureau, China’s parcel delivery net­
work is now more than 48.7 million 
kilometers long, with over 230,000 
stations capable of serving 700 mil­
lion clients a day.

The report said the delivery sec­
tor’s global parcel volume reached 
about 189.2 billion in 2022 and was 
expected to reach 200 billion last 
year.

In 2022, the sector’s revenue 
amounted to about 4.1 trillion jiran 
($571 billion) — a year-on-year 
increase of over 12 percent — with 
the global per capita delivery vol­
ume standing at around 24 parcels. 

“After years of rapid development, 
China is not only a leading and 
active express delivery market but 
also a catalyst for global parcel deliv­
ery development,” Wang Xibin, the 
center’s deputy director, said.

According to the Pitney Bowes 
Parcel Shipping Index, China han­
dled 110.6 billion parcels in 2022,

A resident of Wushi village, Zhejiang province, puts a parcel inside 
an unmanned courier vehicle on Aug 24. shi kuanbing / xinhua
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Country’s 48-million-kilometer network handled 132 billion 
consignments last year. Luo Wangshu reports.
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Workers sort parcels according to their addresses in a logistics park in the Haimen district of Nantong, Jiangsu province, on Jan 23. 
XU CONGJUN / FOR CHINA DAILY
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Denver to limit migrants’ shelter time L I
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By CHANG JUN in San Francisco 

junechang@chinadailyusa.com

treats anyone in need, is also asking 
for help from the federal government 
and the state to pay its $10 million in 
unpaid medical services for treating 
migrants.

The Biden administration has 
asked Congress for $1.4 billion to help 
local governments and nonprofits for 
shelter, food and other help for die 
migrants.

But Republicans are not budg­
ing until Democrats and die White 
House agree to stricter immigration 
controls at the southern border.

The problem in Denver is being 
repeated in large cities across the 
country.

Nearly 25 million asylum seekers 
crossed the southern border in the 
fiscal year of 2023, according to die 
Department of Homeland Security- 

Migrants are arriving from Asia, 
Africa and Soutii America. The large 
movement of people has caused one 
of the biggest population displace­
ments in Latin America’s modern 
history after more than 6 million Ven­
ezuelans tied their country.

In December, a record 302,000 
people crossed die US’ southern bor­
der. Most are likely to claim asylum. 
The US court system is so backed up 
that cases can take years to process. 

In New York, Governor Kathy 
Hochul proposed $2.4 billion in her 
$233 billion budget in January7 to 
help the city manage an estimated 
70,000 migrants.

Hochul said: “We must support 
die city of New York in this moment.”

ByMINGMEILI in New York

mingmeili@chinadailyusa.com

The reopening of an Asian Ameri­
can-owned bookstore in Manhattan’s 
Chinatown following a July fire has 
received a warm welcome back from 
its supporters.

Yu & Me Books, described as the 
first female-owned Asian American 
bookshop in New York City, raised 
more tiian $369,000 for repairs since 
a tragic fire on July 4; it reopened on 
Wednesday.

‘We are so excited to welcome you 
all back to our Yu & Me Books home,” 
die store announced on Instagram. 
“We can’t wait to shed tears, laugh 
loudly and open our hearts with all of 
you who have made us feel at home.” 

The fire in an apartment above 
the bookstore on Mulberry Street 
killed one of the building’s residents. 
Smoke and water damage also dev­
astated Yu & Me Books, destroying 
almost all its inventory and equip­
ment, according to a GoFundMe cam­
paign that store owner Lucy Yu set 
up to recoup costs.

During the restoration and renova­
tion of die original bookstore, the busi­
ness operated from a location within 
The Market Line, an underground 
marketplace on the Lower East Side, 
and several pop-up shops in the city. 

“It was a bookstore I always wanted 
to visit, and I’m so happy that they 
were able to reopen,” Charlotte Lein- 
bach, a teacher for New York City’s

fields such as trade, culture and sports, 
science and technology, and other 
areas continues despite political head­
winds and pandemic obstacles.

Zhang, a native of Hangzhou, Zhe­
jiang province, shared with guests an 
anecdote about a cypress tree that 
President Richard Nixon had brought 
and given to die Chinese city during 
Nixon’s historic visit in 1972.

Planted on a grassy slope in a Hang­
zhou garden, the tiny California red­
wood was dwarfed by several other 
trees. When Nixon told Chinese Pre­
mier Zhou Enlai, who accompanied 
him in a stroll around the garden, 
that it would take centuries for the 
littie sapling to reach its maturity, the 
73-year-old Zhou replied, ‘The next 
generations can enjoy it”

Forty-five years later, “The tree has 
grown tall and big,” said Zhang. There 
is even a song written to capture this 
episode (of friendship).”

London Breed, mayor of San Fran­
cisco, agreed “lam excited to celebrate 
this partnership that exists between 
San Francisco and China for many, 
many years,” she said, adding that her 
city being die host of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Lead­
ers’ Week in November 2023 “was 
extraordinary’; especially the Bay Area 
summit between President Xi Jinping 
and US President Joe Biden.

It was in California at the Filoli 
estate that the two heads of state had 
a candid and in-deptii exchange of 
views, and the “San Francisco Vision” 
was initiated.

Specifically, the vision is that 
China and the US should jointly 
develop a right perception; manage 

explicit photos and videos. 
“This disturbing growth in child 

sexual exploitation is driven by 
one thing: changes in technology,” 
Durbin said.

As the hearing kicked off, the 
committee played a video in which 
children spoke about being victim­
ized on social media.

“I was sexually exploited on 
Facebook,” said one child in the 
video, who appeared in shadow.

in the United States before opening 
to anyone in 2006.

Facebook became a venue for 
connecting with just about anyone, 
anywhere, and by last year report­
ed being used by more than 3 bil­
lion people monthly.

“Facebook, when it launched, 
was revolutionary?’ Enberg said.

She noted Facebook’s famous 
“feed” that served up photos, com­
ments or other “posts” its algo­
rithm figured would grab the 
attention of users. The more users 
engaged with the social network, 
the more it could serve up money­
making advertisements targeted 
using the vast amount of informa­
tion people shared on Facebook.

In 2022 — a bad year for the Sili­
con Valley-based company — its 
profits reached $23 billion.

A business model built on using 
people’s personal data to offer 
more attention-grabbing content

Goodwill, potential and more 
people-to-people collaborations were 
the buzzwords at a reception at the 
Chinese Consulate General in San 
Francisco.

Moreover, guests at the reception 
Wednesday evening shared their 
insights about why it is crucial to 
advance the robust subnational rela­
tionship between the Golden State, the 
city of San Hancisco and China.

The event, which commemorated 
the 45th anniversary of the estab­
lishment of diplomatic relations in 
1979 between the People’s Republic of 
China and the United States of Amer­
ica, drew hundreds of representatives 
from all walks of life in Northern Cali­
fornia and beyond.

In his speech to guests, Counsel 
General Zhang Jianmin acknowl­
edged contributions of people in both 
countries to help develop the relation­
ship. “(It) could not be possible with­
out efforts from people from all walks 
of life in both countries,” Zhang said, 
citing a handful of trailblazers who 
have pushed forward the friendship.

On Jan 28,1980, one year after the 
normalization of the bilateral relation­
ship, Shanghai Vice-Mayor Zhao Xing- 
zhi and San Francisco Mayor Dianne 
Feinstein signed the “Agreement on 
the Establishment of a Friendship-city 
Relationship between Shanghai and 
San Francisco” debuting the sister­
city collaboration between the two 
major cities.

Since then, decades of close 
exchange between the two in various

SAN FRANCISCO — Founded 20 
years ago as a simple hangout spot 
for young people, Facebook has 
since become a battle-hardened 
behemoth with an insatiable appe­
tite for your attention.

“I will never forget the day that I 
ran up to my high school’s Mac lab 
and signed up for Facebook,” Jas­
mine Enberg, an analyst at 
research company Insider Intelli­
gence in New York, told Agence 
France-Presse.

“You simultaneously felt that 
you were part of this small, exclu­
sive community where your par­
ents, grandparents and teachers 
weren’t — but also part of some­
thing much larger.”

Launched as thefacebook.com 
by Mark Zuckerberg and three 
friends on Feb 4,2004, the site was 
originally restricted to Harvard 
College students. It became availa­
ble to students at other universities 

I feel this offers the most space for the 
community. I understand like a minor­
ity in this society, is not easy to have a 
store like this,” he added.

Asian American authors also are 
returning to the bookstore.

“I’m in the neighborhood a lot, so 
I went by when Lucy was here work­
ing on the store,” Ava Chin, a Chinese 
American author who wrote about 
immigrant restrictions and her fam­
ily’s story about the impact of the Chi­
nese Exclusion Act, told China Daily. 

“It means so much to the commu­
nity to have this bookstore. I don’t 
think we realized that we needed a 
bookstore quite like this until Lucy 
arrived. I can go in and run into people 
that I haven’t seen in a while. You can 
sit down and browse a book and see 
what you want to buy;’ she said.

“I can’t think of another bookstore, 
English-language bookstore that is 
focused on Asian American literature,” 
she added ‘You can write these books, 
but to have a space where they’re 
promoting the literature and letting 
people know about your books and 
our stories is really important. So, I 
couldn’t be more thrilled that she’s 
back open!”

New York Mayor Eric Adams 
estimated that the cost of providing 
shelter, food and medical care for the 
migrants will be $10 billion by 2025. 

In October, Adams placed a 
60-day limit on how long migrant 
families with children can stay in 
a shelter. From January 16, he also 
implemented a strict curfew at four 
migrant shelters from 11 pm to 6 am 
after locals complained of anti-social 
behavior.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott said 
that his state had bused over 102,000 
migrants to various “sanctuary” cit­
ies, including 37500 to New York City. 

Both Adams and Hochul, much 
like officials in Denver, have uiged the 
federal government and President 
Joe Biden to do more to help fix the 
border crisis.

In Chicago, where thousands of 
migrants have arrived since 2022, 
Mayor Brandon Johnson announced 
on Jan 29 that he will delay, until 
March, re-enforcing the city’s 60-day 
limit on migrants in shelters.

“This has been unprecedented. 
This challenge has certainly been a 
weight in our city^’ he said. “Our plan 
for emergency temporary shelter was 
never meant as a long-term housing 
solution.

Hundreds of migrants had faced 
eviction on Feb 1 from shelters. But 
the Chicago mayor backtracked after 
local aid groups pleaded for leniency 
However, the city said that5,600 new 
migrants would be evicted on March 
16.

“I’m sorry for everything you 
have all been through. No one 
should go through the things that 
your families have suffered,” he 
said, adding that Meta continues to 
invest and work on “industrywide 
efforts” to protect children. But he 
stopped short of taking responsi­
bility for facilitating the abuse, as 
Hawley suggested he should.

TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew said 
the company is vigilant about 
enforcing its policy barring chil­
dren under 13 from using the app. 

Yaccarino said X, formerly Twit­
ter, does not cater to children.

She said the company supported 
the Stop CSAM Act, legislation that 
makes it easier for victims of child 
exploitation to sue tech companies. 
The bill is one of several aimed at 
addressing child safety. None have 
become law.

X has come under heavy criticism 
since billionaire Elon Musk bought 
the service and loosened modera­
tion policies. This week, it blocked 
searches for pop singer Taylor Swift 
after fake sexually explicit images of 
her spread on the platform.

Under US law, web platforms are 
largely shielded from legal liability 
in relation to content shared on 
their site.

While lawmakers would like to 
set up more rules to increase online 
safety, new laws have been stymied 
by a politically divided Washington 
and intense lobbying by Big Tech.

WASHINGTON - United States 
senators grilled leaders of the big­
gest social media companies on 
Wednesday, as one lawmaker 
accused them of haring “blood on 
their hands” for failing to protect 
children from escalating threats of 
sexual predation on their platforms. 

The executives convened by the 
US Senate Judiciary Committee 
were put to task in a session titled 
“BigTech and the Online Child Sex­
ual Exploitation Crisis”.

Tech giants are confronting a tor­
rent of political anger for not doing 
enough to thwart online dangers 
for children, including from sexual 
predators and teen suicide. 

“Mr Zuckerberg, you and the 
companies before us, I know you 
don’t mean it to be so, but you have 
blood on your hands,” said Senator 
Lindsey Graham, referring to Meta 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg. ‘You have a 
product that’s killing people.”

Also testifying to senators were 
X’s CEO Linda Yaccarino, Shou Zi 
Chew of TikTok, Evan Spiegel of 
Snap and Discord’s Jason Citron.

Senator Dick Durbin, the Judi­
ciary Committee’s Democratic 
chairman, cited figures from the 
National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children that showed 
skyrocketing growth in financial 
“sextortion”, in which a predator 
tricks a minor into sending

By BELINDA ROBINSON 
in New York

belindarobinson@chinadailyusa.com

Chinese Consul General in San Francisco Zhang Jianmin receives a proclamation on Chinese-American 
Friendship and Heritage Day from San Francisco Mayor London Breed on Wednesday at a reception at 
the consulate to commemorate the 45th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between 
China and the US in 1979. chang jun / china daily

Lawmakers: Social media giants failed 
to protect children from online dangers

Denver, much like New York City, 
will start limiting the number of days 
that migrant families with children 
can stay in city shelters and ensure 
that those who overstay have to leave 
to find their own accommodation.

Starting Feb 5, the city in Colo­
rado, with a population just over 
711,000, will become the latest city to 
respond to the strain that the influx 
of migrants who have entered the 
US illegally has put on the city’s key 
services.

The city is housing 4,500 migrants. 
But they must now vacate the prem­
ises after 42 days. Officials said that 
nearly 40,000 migrants have arrived 
in Denver over the past year, costing 
the city $40 million.

The strain on the city’s budget is 
not just being felt in its shelters but 
in its schools and hospitals.

Denver Mayor Mike Johnston esti­
mated that this year' the city will need 
$100 million to pay for services to 
cope with the asylum seekers.

At least 3,000 immigrant children, 
mainly from Venezuela, have been 
enrolled in the Denver public school 
system since July 2023, NBC News 
reported.

School budgets are based on the 
number of children enrolled in Octo­
ber, so the additional children have 
been difficult to manage financially. 

Denver Health, a hospital which 

and targeted advertisements has 
earned Facebook complaints and 
fines.

In 2021, it came under fire over 
whistleblower accusations that 
executives put profit over the safety 
and well-being of users.

Despite it all, Facebook has con­
tinued to grow7

Enberg called buying Insta­
gram in 2012 as part of a pivot to 
smartphone lifestyles one of the 
best business decisions made by 
Facebook.

The move eliminated a rival, pro­
vided a new forum for advertise­
ments and appealed to younger 
internet users losing interest in 
Facebook.

“Above all, it gives the company 
an app to rival Snapchat and Tik­
Tok”, which are “ultra-popular with 
teenagers” Enberg said.

The Yu & Me Bookstore in Manhattan Chinatown, owned by a Chinese 
American woman, reopens on Wednesday after a devastating fire in 
July, attracting old and new customers to visit, mingmei li / china daily

disagreements effectively; jointly 
advance mutually beneficial coop­
eration; jointly shoulder responsibili­
ties as major countries; and jointly 
promote people-to-people exchanges. 
Those are the five pillars and the foun­
dation for the stable development of 
China-US relations.

Engage with one another, Mayor 
Breed stressed. “We establish a bet­
ter partnership through San Fran­
cisco that could help bridge the gap 
to ensure a better US-China relation­
ship,” she said.

The improvement and development 
of China-US relations have brought 
practical benefits to the people of both 
countries and promoted peace, stabil­
ity and prosperity in the Asia-Ricifiic 
region and the world, Zhang said.

The bilateral trade volume between 
the tw7o countries increased from less 
than $2.5 billion in 1979 to nearly 
$7 60 billion in 2022, and tw7o-way 
investment has increased from almost 
zero to more than $260 billion.

There have been 284 pairs of sis­
ter provinces, states and sister cit­
ies. China and the United States also 
have had useful cooperation on many 
international, regional and global 
issues.

“How'ever, there is more that needs 
to be done and can be done,” said 
Zhang, adding that San Francisco and 
California can deliver on that

Breed echoed that San Francisco 
and California can play an important 
role m bridging gaps and focusing on 
things that “bring us together — our 
growth, our business development, 
our history and culture, and our rela­
tionship that exists so many years”

Angry parents
In the hearing room, dozens of 

parents held pictures of their chil­
dren who they said had been 
harmed because of social media. 
Some parents jeered at Zuckerberg, 
whose company owns Facebookand 
Instagram, during his opening state­
ment and shouted comments at his 
other points during the hearing.

Ina heated question and answer 
session with Zuckerberg, Senator 
Josh Hawley asked him if he has 
personally compensated any of the 
victims and their families for what 
they have been through.

“I don’t think so,” Zuckerberg 
replied.

“There’s families of victims here,” 
Hawley said. “Would you like to 
apologize to them?”

Zuckerberg stood, turned away 
from his microphone and directly 
addressed the parents in the gallery.
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Education Department told China 
Daily.

iBinbach hadn’t been to the book­
store before the fire, but she had heard 
quite a bit about its fete. She bought 
two books, the second and third in 
the series Before the Coffee Gets Cold. 

“It’s hard to find a lot of books in 
translation to these books, written in 
Japanese, translated to English, and 
those are not as common to find in 
other books,” she said. “The design 
(of the bookstore) is really nice, and 
the layout is great. I love that they 
also sell used books. I love buying new 
books because it’s fresh, it’s nice, but 
it’s always nice to see people in the 
community giving their books back 
and reselling and just passing them 
on.”

She said she will continue to sup­
port the w7omen-run small businesses 
that focus on people and authors of 
color.

“I actually came on the day of the 
opening, but it was too many people, 
too crowded, so I just haven’t had 
a chance to look at it,” Liam Li told 
China Daily.

‘This place is unique. It’s in China­
town. As Asians live in New York City,

reopening 
welcomed
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By KARL WILSON in Sydney 

karhvilson@chinadailyapac.com

gers, but they impose wars on us. 
Therefore, we defend our causes and 
do not let foreigners interfere in our 
internal issues.”

Amir-Abdollahian and Salami’s 
remarks came after US President 
Joe Biden linked Iran to the recent 
killing of three US soldiers at a mil­
itary base in northeastern Jordan 
near Syria’s border. Biden said the 
United States “will hold all those 
responsible to account at a time 
and in a manner (of) our choosing”

chairman, said the grouping 
remains united in its pursuit of 
collective interests at the global 
level and must ensure that priori­
ties of the group are promoted 
and defended.

By OTIATO OPALI
in Kampala, Uganda 

otiato@chinadaily.com.cn

to the sensitivity of the talks. 
There would also be “negotia­

tions around the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces,” with possible addi­
tional phases involving more hos­
tage-prisoner exchanges, said the 
source, adding that the territory’s 
rebuilding is also among the issues 
addressed by the deal.

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has ruled out with­
drawing forces from Gaza.

DAMASCUS — Hassan Ahmad 
al-Shihi officially presented his cre­
dentials on Tuesday to Syria’s For­
eign Minister Faisal Mekdad, 
becoming the first United Arab 
Emirates ambassador to Syria in 13 
years.

During his meeting with Mekdad 
in the Syrian capital Damascus, 
al-Shihi conveyed to the Syrian side 
his commitment to enhancing bilat­
eral relations between the two coun­
tries, the official Syrian news agency 
SANA reported.

Al-Shihi also pledged to work to 
strengthen cooperation and achieve

The US on Wednesday imposed 
sanctions on three entities and one 
individual in Lebanon and Hirkiye 
for “providing critical financial 
support” to a financial network 
used by Iran’s Quds Force and the 
Lebanese militant group Hezbol­
lah, the Treasury Department said. 

The entities “have generated 
hundreds of millions of dollars’ 
worth of revenue from selling Ira­
nian commodities, including to the 
Syrian government”, the depart­
ment said in a statement.

The killing of the US troops in a 
drone strike on Sunday marked the 
first US military losses since the 
conflict in Gaza broke out on Oct 7. 

Iran has denied any links to the 
attack and said it was not seeking 
an “expansion” of conflict in the 
Middle East.

Regional tensions have intensi­
fied since the conflict in Gaza broke 
out, drawing in groups in Syria, 
Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen.

At a time when the world is faced 
with multiple crises ranging from 
climate change to conflicts and 
inflation, calls have been made to 
emphasize die importance of the 
Group of 77 and China as a mecha­
nism for developing countries to 
make their collective voices heard. 

While commenting on the Third 
South Summit that concluded in 
Uganda’s capital Kampala last week, 
Claver Gatete, executive secretary of 
the Economic Commission for Afri­
ca, said if there was ever a time when 
multilateralism demanded more 
from the Global South, now is the 
time, and the leadership role of the 
G77 and China will become even 
more critical.

“As we prepare for the Summit of 
the Future later in the year, the uni­
fied voice of the G77 and China will 
be a critical factor for success. The 
principle of ‘leave no one behind’, 
which was the theme of this year’s 
summit is more than the North- 
South divide. It is about the most 
basic and fundamental right and 
dignity of our people,” Gatete said. 

In a statement released follow­
ing the Third South Summit, repre­
sentatives from G77 and China 
stated that the organization, which 
comprises more than 130 coun­
tries, underscored their critical role 
in providing the Global South with 
the means to articulate their 
shared vision, promote their inter­
ests and enhance their joint negoti­
ating capacity.

“We are proud of the great lega­
cy and achievements of the Group 
in defending and promoting the 
interests of the developing coun­
tries and in pursuing sustainable 
development and shared prosperi­
ty?’ the statement said.

The group also resolved to 
intensify its efforts to work collec­
tively for the well-being and pros­
perity of die countries and die 
peoples of the South, for mutually 
beneficial cooperation and a 
world order that is just, equitable, 
stable and peaceful.

Yoweri Museveni, Uganda’s 
president and the group’s new

bia, which last year reached an 
agreement with rival Iran to restore 
bilateral ties under China’s media­
tion, lias opened the door for possi­
ble dialogue widi Damascus, 
especially on humanitarian issues. 

Al-Watan reported that Riyadh 
would be sending an ambassador to 
Damascus soon.

Al-Shihi’s arrival came as Syria is 
in the grip of a severe economic cri­
sis, part of it as a result of the con­
flict that has killed half a million 
people, displaced millions of others 
and left large parts of the country 
destroyed. Western sanctions on the 
war-torn country have led to Syria’s 
severe economic crisis.

X

X
G77 and China can play bigger role in 
tackling world challenges, experts say

TEHERAN — Iran on Wednesday 
warned the United States not to 
threaten it, after Washington said it 
decided on a response to an attack 
that killed three US troops in Jordan. 

“America must stop using the 
language of threat and projection 
and focus on a political solution,” 
Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian said, according 
to the official IRNA news agency. 

“Iran’s response to threats is 
decisive and immediate,” he added. 

Hossein Salami, chief command­
er of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps, or IRGC, said on 
Wednesday that the country is not 
after war but not afraid of war 
either, vowing to let no threat go 
unanswered, according to the 
semiofficial Fars news agency.

He made the remarks at the clos­
ing ceremony of a national congress 
to commemorate the country’s mar­
tyrs in Teheran, also a reaction to 
some threats uttered by US officials 
against Iran over the past few days. 

Salami said, “We are not warmon-

bone of all humanitarian response 
in Gaza”.

UNRWA spokeswoman Tamara 
Alrifai said the agency supports “an 
independent investigation” into 
the Israeli claims that led to the 
funding crisis. Israel accused sever­
al UNRWA staff members, out of 
the agency’s 33,000, of involve­
ment in the Oct 7 attack that 
sparked the conflict.

Alrifai said “if the countries that 
suspended their funding to 
UNRWA maintain their decision, 
the impact will be catastrophic on 
the people of Gaza” who face mass 
displacement, threats of disease 
and famine and dire shortages.

The conflict was triggered by 
Hamas’ Oct 7 attack on Israel, 
which resulted in the deaths of 
around 1,140 people, according 
to an AFP tally based on official 
figures.

Militants also seized about 250 
hostages. Israel says 132 of them 
remain in Gaza, including at least 
29 people believed to have been 
killed.

Following the deadliest attack 
in Israel’s history, its military 
launched a withering air, land and 
sea offensive that has killed at 
least 26,900 people in Gaza, most 
of them women and children, 
according to the territory’s health 
ministry.

mutual progress between the two 
Arab states, the report said.

Mekdad expressed Syria’s deep 
appreciation for the UAE’s solidarity 
and support for Syria during chal­
lenging times.

The UAE embassy was reopened 
in Syria in late 2018 and a charge 
d’affaires has been in charge of the 
diplomatic mission since then. 
Al-Shihi arrived in Damascus on 
Monday, Syrian newspaper Al-Wa- 
tan reported.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
visited the Gulf country in March 
2022, the first Arab country to

receive him since Syria’s civil war 
erupted nearly 13 years ago. Follow­
ing the Feb 6,2023, earthquake that 
killed more than 50,000 in Thrkiye 
and about 8,000 in Syria, the UAE 
sent dozens of planes loaded with 
aid to Syria.

In May, the 22-member Arab 
League agreed to reinstate Syria, 
ending a 12-year suspension and 
taking another step toward bring­
ing Assad back into die fold. Assad, 
who visited the UAE twice since 
2022, took part in the Arab League 
summit in Saudi Arabia in May. 

Regional powerhouse Saudi Ara-

X

For people in Tuvalu and other 
Pacific Island nations, retaining 
their homeland or searching for 
new homes are becoming big ques­
tions as constant seawater rises 
threaten to submerge their coun­
tries in coming decades.

Tuvalu, formerly known as the 
Ellice Islands, can be one of the first 
countries in the world to disappear 
due to climate change. Comprising 
nine islands midway between Aus­
tralia and Hawaii, over 11,000 peo­
ple have their homes on a landmass 
of just 26 square kilometers.

A great majority of Pacific Islands’ 
people will still be adapting to cli­
mate change in their home country 
by 2050, according to a comprehen­
sive report on Pacific Islands’ popu­
lation trends to 2050 by the 
University of Auckland.

“It is true that many low-lying 
atolls are increasingly affected by 
climate-related conditions like ris­
ing sea levels and coastal inunda­
tion,” Yvonne Underhill-Sem, co­
lead of the University of Auckland 
research team, told China Daily.

She said Pacific Island nations are 
working on a range of technological 
ways to protect and even expand 
some land in the future.

“They are also working on ways to 
retain their sovereign status even as 
their physical boundaries shrink,” 
Underhill-Sem said.

Moreover, their population is 
expected to increase rather than 
decrease, from 13 million to 20 mil­
lion by 2050, according to the report 
released earlier in January.

Many residents are expected to 
move away to other countries, 
including New Zealand and Austra­
lia, and there are a range of possible 
mobility options, she said.

In November, Australia and Tuva­
lu announced a landmark treaty 
where Australia offered permanent 
residency to the people of Tuvalu.

Under the agreement, Tuvalu citi­
zens will be allowed to live, study 
and work in Australia.

They would be able to access Aus­
tralian education, health, and key 
income and family support Although 
the exact number was not outlined in 
the agreement, it was widely reported 
the program will be open to 280 
Tuvaluan citizens each year.

Underhill-Sem noted this is a pro­
posed policy which has yet to be ful­
ly implemented.

“It is highly unlikely that the 
numbers offered permanent resi­
dence in Australia will be enough to 
mitigate the population momen­
tum on the islands,” she told the 
correspondent.

“There is a very strong desire to 
stay and retain a place called home, 
perhaps with a smaller population.” 

Many Pacific Island countries 
which have allowed their citizens to 
participate in labor mobility pro­
grams are increasingly concerned 
about the social and economic 
effects of the loss of mostly able-bod­
ied citizens. So they are also reduc­
ing the numbers allowed to travel. 

“This is the case for Tonga and 
Samoa,” she said.

“(People from) other countries 
like the Cook Islands, Niue and Tok­
elau can travel to New Zealand, and 
onto Australia under special consti­
tutional arrangements.”

The director of the Macmillan 
Brown Centre for Pacific Studies at 
tiie University of Canterbury, Steven 
Ratuva, said: “Climate mobility will 
and has been a major issue in the 
Pacific.”

GAZA STRIP — Hamas is review­
ing a proposal for a six-week truce 
in its fighting with Israel, a source 
told Agence France-Presse on 
Wednesday, as fighting raged in 
southern Gaza and the UN sought 
to restore aid funding.

Israeli strikes killed at least 125 
people overnight and into the early 
morning across the Palestinian ter­
ritory, the health ministry in the 
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip said, 
while the military announced it 
had begun flooding the militants’ 
tunnels.

AFPTV footage showed smoke 
rising over central Gaza and Khan 
Younis, the coastal strip’s main 
southern city that has become the 
focus of fighting in recent weeks. 

As Qatari- and Egyptian-led 
mediation efforts gathered pace, a 
Hamas official said the group’s 
leader Ismail Haniyeh was due to 
be in Cairo on Thursday to discuss 
the truce proposal.

A separate Hamas source told 
AFP the three-stage plan would 
start with an initial six-week halt 
to the fighting, now in its fourth 
month, that will see more aid 
deliveries into the besieged Gaza 
Strip.

Only “women, children and 
sick men over 60” held by Gaza 
militants will be freed during that 
stage in exchange for Palestinian 
prisoners in Israel, the source 
said, requesting anonymity due

NEW YORK HEADQUARTERS
1500 Broadway, Suite 2800, 
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Solutions to challenges
Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman, 

minister in Singapore’s Prime Min­
ister’s office and the second minis­
ter for foreign affairs in Singapore, 
said that as the largest grouping of 
developing countries at the UN, the 
G77 and China mechanism has a 
unique role in contributing to solu­
tions toward the array of develop­
ment challenges that they face.

He reiterated in a statement the 
significance of the group’s posi­
tion to amplify the voice of the 
South on these issues, and work 
with others within a rules-based 
multilateral framework to find 
collective solutions.

While commenting on the out­
come of the summit, Zhou Pingjian, 
China’s ambassador to Kenya, said 
that it was clear from the sununit 
that in today’s rapidly evolving world 
characterized by unprecedented 
transformations, the Global South 
countries are confronted with a 
complex international environment 

Despite this, he said that as the 
world’s largest developing country, a 
dedicated partner of the Non- 
Aligned Movement and a member 
of tiie Global South, China remains 
committed to tiie collective advance­
ment of all developing nations.

According to Gatete, Global South 
countries should support initiatives 
such as the implementation of the 
Africa Continental Free Trade Area 
agreement and the African Union’s 
Digital Transformation Strategy for 
Africa as master plans for trans­
forming member countries.

The G77 and China is the largest 
grouping of tiie Global South rep­
resenting 80 percent of the plan­
et’s population. Gatete said that 
member countries should take 
advantage of this to articulate and 
promote their collective economic 
interests and enhance their joint 
negotiating capacity on all major 
international economic issues, 
and promote South-South cooper­
ation for development

Baseless accusation
Iranian Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Nasser Kanaani on 
Monday rejected the country’s 
involvement in the drone attack 
targeting the US forces in Jordan, 
saying the accusation is “baseless 
and provocative”.

Still, the US on Wednesday 
attributed the drone attack to the 
Islamic Resistance in Iraq, an 
umbrella group of Iran-backed 
militias, as Biden weighs his 
options to respond to the strike.
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Palestinians inspect the debris of Al-Urube school, which was targeted overnight by Israeli airstrikes
in Nuseirat camp in the central Gaza Strip on Wednesday, majdi fathi / getty images
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Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal Mekdad (right) receives the credentials 
of the new ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to Syria, Hassan 
Ahmad al-Shihi, in Damascus on Tuesday, sana via Reuters
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‘Constructive’ talks
He has also ruled out releasing 

“thousands” of Palestinian pris­
oners as part of any deal, though 
his office earlier called the talks 
“constructive”.

Ron Dermer, an Israeli minister 
close to Netanyahu, met on 
Wednesday with US National Secu­
rity Adviser Jake Sullivan in Wash­
ington, and Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken is due for another 
Middle East trip in the “coming 
days” a US official said.

The United States was among 
several top donor countries that 
suspended funding to the UN’s aid 
agency for Palestinian refugees, 
UNRWA

United Nations Secretary-Gen­
eral Antonio Guterres told a UN 
committee he had “met with 
donors to listen to their concerns 
and to outline the steps we are 
taking”.

He called UNRWA “the back- 
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Traditional dragon dance performers showcase their moves to crowds of spectators at a shopping mall in Kuala Lumpur on Jan 16 as part of Lunar New Year celebrations, chong voon chung / xinhua

SPRING FESTIVAL FOR ALL
Traditional Lunar New Year

9celebrations held worldwide
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he Year of the Dragon, according to the traditional 
Chinese calendar, begins on Feb 10,2024.

As the Lunar New Year approaches, cultural 
events and items auspiciously themed in line with 

the fifth of the 12 Chinese zodiac signs adorn celebrations
worldwide.

China looks forward to celebrating the new year with the 
world and hopes all civilizations will live in harmony and pros­
per together, a Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman said in 
December.

Spokeswoman Mao Ning made the remarks at a daily press 
briefing when asked to comment on the feet that the 78th UN 
General Assembly has adopted a resolution by consensus to 
list the Lunar New Year as a UN floating holiday.

“Some rough estimates suggest that the festival is a public 
holiday in almost 20 countries and is celebrated in various 
ways by about one-fifth of humanity?’ Mao said.

Traditional celebration activities are organized in nearly 
200 countries and regions. The festival has become a global 
cultural event, bringing joy to people around the world, she 
added.

Mao said that the Lunar New Year symbolizes joy, harmony 
and peace, and its Chinese name “Spring Festival” conveys 
the greetings and warmth of the spring season, and the festi­
val embodies the core values of harmony, love and peace in 
Chinese culture.

“We look forward to celebrating the Spring Festival with 
the world and hope all civilizations will live in harmony, pros­
per together and engage in exchanges and mutual learning, 
and that people of all countries will enjoy better mutual 
understanding and friendship and work together to build a 
community with a shared future for humankind,” Mao said.
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From top: A teacher from the Confucius Institute at Phila­
delphia University in Jordan holds up a piece of Chinese 
paper cutting at a Spring Festival cultural event in Amman, 
Jordan, on Jan 16. mohammad abu ghosh / xinhua Children hold 
on to Chinese dragon decorations at a temple near Kuala 
Lumpur on Jan 26. mohd firdaus / getty images
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From top: Children pose with the Chinese character "Ar", 
which means "good fortune", during a cultural event at the 
University of Luxembourg on Jan 28. zhao dingzhe / xinhua 
A man views Chinese dragon-themed items at the State 
Museum of the History of Religion in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
on Jan 19. irina motina / xinhua
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Left: Lunar New Year decorations are displayed at a street stall in Chinatown in Singapore on Jan 26. roslan rahman / afp Right: A child holding a lion toy interacts with a Chinese lion 
dance performer during a new year parade in Los Angeles on Jan 27. provided to china daily
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TikTok reenters Indonesia with GoTo deal

ByteDances platform takes on US e-tailers

jftl

Briefly

the People’s Bank of China.
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By OUYANG SHIJIA in Beijing, 

and ZHOU LIHUA
and LIU KUN in Wuhan

By BELINDA ROBINSON 
in New York

beliTidarobinson@chinadailyusa.com

Moves also target boosting economic 
recovery momentum, livelihoods

merce users amounting to 244.7 
million. The revenue from Indone­
sia’s e-commerce sector will exceed 
$67 billion by then.

Zhang said, ‘As a social media and 
short video platfonn, TikTok has huge 
data flows, which lays a solid founda­
tion for the platform to get invoked in 
cross-border e-commerce.”

However, it needs to strengthen 
the construction of supply chain 
systems and continuously adjust its 
development strategies in accord­
ance with local laws and regula­
tions, Zhang added.

Moreover, TikTok is facing inten­
sified competition from estab­
lished players in overseas markets 
such as Amazon and Alibaba 
Group’s AliExpress, and some 
emerging cross-border platforms 
including Temu and Shein, which 
are ratcheting up efforts to expand 
their global presence, he said.

Temu, a cross-border online mar­
ketplace owned by Chinese online 
discounter PDD Holdings, lias wit­
nessed a surge in popularity among 
overseas shoppers. Launched in the 
US in September 2022, Temu offers 
discounted products shipped direct­
ly from China, and is now present in 
more than 40 countries in North 
America, Europe, Asia and Oceania. 

Chen Tao, an analyst at internet 
consultancy Analysys in Beijing, said 
Chinese online retailers are acceler­
ating their layout abroad to seek new 
sources of revenue, as growth in the 
domestic e-commerce sector is slow­
ing, adding they need to grasp the 
demand from, and preferences of, 
local consumers, and place an 
emphasis on localized operations.

domestic Chinese version of TikTok 
and JD.

Content creators and influencers 
also are able to review or market the 
merchandise and receive a commis­
sion on the goods sold — much like a 
similar program by Amazon.

Geoige Yip, emeritus professor at 
Imperial College London and a dis­
tinguished visiting professor at 
Northeastern University in Boston, 
said he believes thatTikTok is simply 
following a tried-and-tested method 
of how apps operate in China. 

“Whafs different about China is 
that they have these all-in-one 
apps,” Yip told China Daily. “That 
is their main focus, such as 
Tencent’s WeChat, which is now 
bringing people in to purchase as 
well. The Chinese are very good at 
all-in-one apps, and (TikTok is) 
simply trying to follow that prac­
tice in the US.”

The TikTok shop is linked to 
third-party platforms like Shopify, 
Salesforce and Zendesk, according 
to Reuters.

It is trying to lure the same US 
customers who spent a record $38 
billion online in the US during 
Cyber Week — the five days from 
Thanksgiving on Nov 23 to Cyber 
Monday on Nov 27.

But it will have an uphill battle 
competing with Amazon. During 
the same timeframe, it had an 
extended Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday promotion, which led cus­
tomers worldwide to order more 
than a billion items, giving Amazon 
“record-breaking” sales.

Yip said: “Amazon, of course, lias 
the advantage of its distribution 
system and warehouses. So that’s 
hard to beat.”

tai economy with GoTo as a partner. 
As previously announced, Tik­

Tok has committed to investing 
over $1.5 billion over the long term 
to provide future funding required 
by the business without additional 
dilution to GoTo.

GoTo benefits from the growth of 
the enlarged entity and remains an 
ecosystem partner to Tokopedia, 
through its digital financial servi­
ces via GoTo Financial and on-de- 
mand services via Gojek.

TikTok, which began rolling out 
its e-commerce service in Indonesia 
in 2021, has made forays into the 
United Kingdom, Malaysia, Thai­
land, the Philippines and Vietnam. 
It launched TikTok Shop in the Unit­
ed States in September. The service 
enables users to find and buy direct­
ly products featured in livestream- 
ing broadcasts and shoit videos.

Indonesia is TikTok’s second- 
largest market with 113 million 
users, just behind the US, which 
has 116.5 million TikTok users, 
according to data analysis compa­
ny DataReportal.

Zhang Zhouping, an independent 
analyst who has been tracking the 
cross-border e-commerce sector for 
more than a decade, said, “TikTok’s 
reentiy into Indonesia is of great 
significance for the company given 
that Indonesia serves as a very 
important overseas market among 
TikTok’s overall business layout in 
Southeast Asian countries.”

Data from market research firm 
Statista showed that the penetra­
tion rate of e-commerce in Indone­
sia is expected to reach 85.5 percent 
in 2027, with the number of e-com- 

The Ministry of Finance will mod­
erately step up proactive fiscal poli­
cy adjustments this year while 
improving fiscal governance effi­
ciency and effectiveness in order to 
expand domestic demand and boost 
economic recovery' momentum, 
Wang Dongwei, vice-minister of 
finance, said on Thursday.

Experts said China can increase 
central government spending and 
enhance policy outcomes, with a 
focus on promoting national agen­
das, including sci-tech innovation. 

Wang said at a news conference in 
Beijing that China will maintain an 
“appropriate level” of fiscal expendi­
ture this year to send positive sig­
nals, and properly coordinate 
government investment scales to 
amplify investment dividends. 

“We will strive to expand domes­
tic demand through effects regard­
ing two aspects — investment and 
consumption,” Wang said, adding 
that the ministry will scale up effec­
tive investment and stimulate con­
sumption.

The ministry will make good use 
of funds raised from Treasury 
bonds, issue a certain scale of local 
government special-purpose bonds 
and appropriately increase the scale 
of central government budget­
based investment this year, he said. 

Focusing on stimulating buying 
sentiment, the ministry will further 
promote new consumption growth 
points in sectors like culture, tour­
ism, education and eldercare, he 
said, adding that social security, 
transfer payments and other adjust­
ments will also be strengthened and 
incomes of urban and rural residents 
will be raised in order to improve 
people’s willingness and capacity to 
consume.

The vice-minister stressed that 
the ministry will adopt more power­
ful and effective measures this year 
to promote construction of a mod­
ern industrial system led by sci-tech 
innovation, and vigorously develop 
new productivity drivers.

Supporting the accelerated con­
struction of a modern industrial sys­
tem will be a key task for the ministry 
this year, he said, adding it will make 
good use of policy tools, such as fiscal 
subsidies, loan interest subsidies and 
tax incentives to focus on key indus-

million active users. It was set to 
make $20 billion in global gross 
merchandise sales in 2023.

The US version of the shop was 
first available in September 2023. 
Analysts said that it is clear that 
TikTok is positioning itself to take 
on Amazon, and Chinese-owned 
companies Temu, Shein, Shopee 
and Alibaba’s AliExpress, which are 
already popular in the US.

However, those brands are a few 
steps ahead, as their e-commerce 
platforms have already gained 
momentum. And since 2019, Ama­
zon has had a livestreaming service 
that allows for items to be sold 
through live videos.

While it is yet to be seen if the 
in-app marketplace can rival the 
biggest in the business, as of Octo­
ber, TikTok Shop was selling about 
$7 million worth of products daily 
in the US, The Wall Street Journal 
reported.

Users in the US can buy goods 
while scrolling through an endless 
number of short videos and live- 
streams. They simply click a button 
on the video that leads them to a 
link to purchase.

Buttons that connect to the shop 
also are on the app’s home screen 
and allow shoppers to buy products 
without leaving the app. That, it is 
hoped, will lead people to buy 
goods impulsively, according to 
analysts.

“With TikTok Shop, we’re giving 
people a place to experience the joy 
of discovering and purchasing new 
products without leaving the app,” 
the company said in a statement.

The tactic of entertaining people 
and encouraging them to shop has 
been successful for Douyin, the 
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Most provincial-level regions 
in China have set their 2024 eco­
nomic growth targets at above 5 
percent, reflecting collective 
confidence in the nation’s eco­
nomic prospects and hinting at a 
year of steady recovery.

Analysts expect China to set 
an annual growth target of 
around 5 percent for 2024, simi­
lar to the previous year, which 
will help boost business confi­
dence and stabilize expectations. 

While a slump in the property 
sector will likely drag down eco­
nomic growth, they said any GDP 
growth target of around 5 percent 
would be achievable tliis year giv­
en strong fiscal policy support and 
the country’s intensified efforts to 
foster new productive forces.

As of Tuesday, 31 provincial­
level regions on the Chinese 
mainland had released their lat­
est government work reports.

“The 31 provincial-level regions 
have set their annual GDP targets 
at 4.5 percent to 8 percent this 
year, with the weighted average 
standing at 5.4 percent,” said 
Xiong Yuan, chief economist at 
Guosheng Securities.

“China will likely set its eco­
nomic growth goal in early March 
at around 5 percent this year; with 
economically strong regions play­
ing a key role in driving economic 
recovery”

Central Hubei province, which 
enjoyed robust growth of 6 per­
cent last year, has retained the 
ambitious 6 percent growth tar­
get tliis year as well.

The southern coastal province 
of Guangdong, and East China’s 
Jiangsu province, the top two 
economically strong provinces, 
have set their annual economic 
growth goals at 5 percent and 
above 5 percent, respectively.

Citing those regions’ latest 
government work reports, Xiong 
said most regions have high­
lighted the importance of foster­
ing productive forces, pledging 
more efforts to intensify support 
for technological innovation and 
accelerate the building of a mod­
em industrial system.

According to its latest govern­
ment work report, Hubei will 
intensify efforts to make break­
throughs in emerging technologies 
including high-end artificial intelli­
gence drips, intelligent numerical­
ly controlled machine tools and 
high-end medical equipment

With a key focus on nurturing 
new productive forces and accel­
erating the advancement of new 
industrialization, the province 
will boost development in areas 
such as life sciences, Al large lan­
guage models, cutting-edge 
materials and future energy 
while accelerating development 
of the digital economy.

Looking ahead, Guangdong 
aims to construct a more inter­
nationally competitive modern 
industrial system this year.

The focus will be on develop­
ing emerging industries such as 
integrated circuits, new energy 
storage, cutting-edge materials, 
ultra-high-definition displays, 
biomanufacturing and commer­
cial aerospace.

Feng Jianlin, chief economist 
at Beijing FOST Economic Con­
sulting Co, said the economically 
strong provinces, with their 
robust innovative capacities and 
ongoing efforts to deepen 
reforms and opening-up, will 
continue to play an important 
role in supporting China’s over­
all economic growth this year.

“We believe an annual growth 
target of around 5 percent will be 
achievable this year, given Chi­
na’s continued recovery trend, 
anticipated improvement in ser­
vices and employment, steady 
growth in people’s incomes and 
consumption, and accelerated 
growth in investment,” Feng said.

Hongqi vehicle
sales soar in Jan
Hongqi, a car brand under China’s 
leading automaker FAW Group Co
Ltd, sold more than 40,000 vehicles in 
January, up 82.9 percent year-on-year, 
the group said on Thursday. The 
brand alone recorded accumulated 
sales of370,000 units last year, up 295 
percent compared with 2022.

Cross-border RMB
use surges in Hainan 
Hainan province recorded 326.8 bil­
lion yuan ($46 billion) of cross-bor­
der renminbi transactions in 2023, 
representing a 122.9 percent year- 
on-year increase, said local authori­
ties on Wednesday. It marked the 
first time the province had seen its 
cross-border RMB use account for 
over half of its total cross-border set­
tlements in both domestic and for­
eign currencies, said Huang Ge, 
deputy head of the Hainan branch of 

Visitors participate in a promotional event held by Douyin, known as TikTok overseas, in Beijing. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

TikTok, the wildly popular video­
sharing platform, is attempting to 
challenge e-commerce giants such 
as Amazon of the United States and 
Shein and Temu of China with its 
own e-commerce shop that sells 
made-in-China goods to Americans 
directly via its app.

The e-commerce shop offers 
everything from clothes to elec­
tronics to kitchen gadgets and 
aims to tap into the potential buy­
ing power of TikTok’s 150 million 
users in the US. The company 
hopes the move will enable it to 
achieve a goal of $17-5 billion in 
merchandise volume this year, 
according to Bloomberg.

But Z. John Zhang, professor of 
marketing at the Wharton School 
of the University of Pennsylvania, 
sounded a note of caution over a 
company’s ability to immediately 
use its base from one thing (like 
video sharing) to succeed in anoth­
er sector, such as the sale of goods. 

“It is not yet totally clear that a 
large customer base built for some 
other reasons can be converted into 
profitable retail customers,” Zhang 
said.

TikTok, owned by Beijing-based 
ByteDance, which has $80 billion 
in revenue, first launched its shop 
in Saudi Arabia and in the United 
Kingdom in 2022. It is also availa­
ble in Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore and 
Indonesia.

It has been successful in South­
east Asian markets such as Indone­
sia, where it has more than 100 

Short-video app TikTok, owned 
by Chinese tech company Byte- 
Dance, has completed its deal to 
take control of Tokopedia, an 
e-commerce unit of Indonesia’s 
biggest internet and tech firm PT 
GoTo Gojek Tokopedia Tbk.

Industry experts called this a key 
move, saying it will allow TikTok to 
restart what is a fast-growing 
online shopping business in the 
Southeast Asian country.

GoTo said late on Wednesday that 
TikTok has finished a deal agreed 
last December to buy 75.01 percent 
stake in Tokopedia for $840 million 
from the conglomerate.

Under the deal, the business of 
TikTok Shop, TikTok’s e-commerce 
sendee, in Indonesia will be inte­
grated into the enlarged Tokopedia 
entity.

The move came after TikTok halt­
ed its online retail operations in 
Indonesia as the country banned 
e-commerce transactions on social 
media platforms in September 
2023, citing the need to protect local 
small merchants and users’ data. 

“Today marks the completion of 
a partnership with TikTok that will 
continue to bring benefits to Indo­
nesia and its MSMEs (micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises). It 
is also a big step forward for GoTo 
Group,” said the latter’s CEO Pat­
rick Walujo in a statement.

TikTok said it views this moment 
as a significant milestone in its com­
mitment to contribute to Indonesia, 
local MSMEs and the growth of digi-

An image shows the construction site of a bridge on the Xi’an- 
Chongqing High-speed Railway in Chongqing last week. The rail­
way is being built by State builders including China Railway 24th 
Bureau Group Corp, provided to china daily

Contact the writers at
ouyangshijia @chinadaUy.com.cn

trial chains, such as new-generation 
information technology and integrat­
ed circuits, and remedy bottlenecks 
associated with basic products, core 
technologies and key software.

The ministry will also give full 
play to the functions of government 
investment funds, such as those for 
manufacturing upgrading and 
advanced manufacturing promo­
tion, to attract social capital to 
invest in key areas of the manufac­
turing sector in a market-based 
manner in order to cultivate emerg­
ing sectors, he said.

The vice-minister said the country 
will increase transfer payments to 
less privileged regions to secure peo­
ple’s basic livelihoods, public sector 
salaries and government operations 
at the grassroots level. It wall also 
optimize tax and fee policies by mak­
ing them more accurate, target-ori­
ented and effective.

In addition, the country will con­
tinue to improve fiscal policy quali­
ty and efficiency through more 
efforts on six major fronts — practic­
ing governmental frugality, optimiz­
ing fiscal expenditure structure, 
enhancing performance manage­
ment, enforcing financial discipline, 
enhancing fiscal sustainability and 
strengthening policy coordination, 
he added.

The ministry said China’s fiscal 
revenue rose 6.4 percent year-on- 
year to over 21 trillion yuan ($2.92 
trillion) in 2023, while fiscal expend­
iture grew by 5.4 percent on a yearly 
basis to 2746 trillion yuan.

Fiscal spending on science and 
technology increased 79 percent 
last year. It expanded from 832.7 bil­
lion yuan in 2018 to around 1.06 tril­
lion yuan in 2023, with an average 
annual growth of 6.4 percent.

Chang Haizhong, executive 
director of corporates at rating 
agency Fitch Bohua, said he expects 
China’s fiscal policy in 2024 will be 
more positively expansionary, with 
increased expenditures tilted 
toward major national strategic 
projects and people’s livelihoods.

Feng Lin, a senior analyst at Gold­
en Credit Ratings, said that to bal­
ance promoting growth and 
preventing risks, local infrastruc­
ture investment tliis year will likely 
rely largely on local government 
special-purpose bond funds, central 
fiscal support and policy-based 
financial instruments.

ByFANFEIFEI
fanfeifei@chinadaily.com.cn

ByLIUZHIHUA
liuzhihua@chinadaily.cmn.cn

growth 
this year
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Tao Yang, project manager of the No 8 Building redevelopment
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‘Building blocks’ pile
up for urban renewal
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better livelihoods

7i[

i

-

Employees of China State Construction International Holdings Ltd supervise the installation of housing modules at the Huapichang Hutong No 8 Building redevelopment project 
in Beijing in January, provided to china daily
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By ZHUANG QIANGE 
zhuangqiange@chinadaily.aim£/i

Being able to go back home soon is 
always good news to be told. And Jin 
Guilian, a resident of Beijing’s 
Xicheng district, was told such news 
last week after three months of‘long 
wait”, as redevelopment of the No 8 
building in the Huapichang Hutong 
Community — where she and her 19 
neighbors had been living in for dec­
ades — will soon be completed.

In fact, for a time-worn housing 
project established in the 1970s, a 
redevelopment period of only three 
months is not generally deemed by 
builders as a long wait, considering 
there is tons of work to finish before 
the new building is finally erected, 
but for the resettling residents, “it’s 
never too early to get back to the 
new house”.

As transformation unfolds across 
the capital city, many old residential 
communities like Huapichang 
Hutong are undergoing a facelift. 
According to an urban renewal plan 
released by the Beijing government 
in 2022, more than 160 million 
square meters of aged community 
area will be redeveloped and reno­
vated by 2025.

In the plan, sustainability and 
environmentally friendly building 
are highlighted by the government 
for developers and builders con­
cerned. In particular, large-scale 
demolition and construction of 
projects is prohibited to avoid dis­

turbing normal social operations 
and people’s daily lives.

And when it was Huapichang 
Hutong’s turn last year, what its 
redevelopment undertaker China 
State Construction International 
Holdings Ltd (CSCI), a unit of China 
State Construction Engineering 
Corp, was facing were some real 
hard nuts to crack — a location in an 
alley near the central urban Second 
Ring Road, a sustainable building 
commitment to fulfill and an old No 
8 Building of which every suppor­
tive facility is old.

“We thought it would be a project 
lasting for years, which, ifitwerethe 
real case, would have triggered piles 
of complaints, because many of us 
living in this building are seniors 
who are not supposed to go through 
a whole resettlement process,” said 
Liu Qingshun and his wife, resi­
dents of the No 8 Building.

“In the past three months, we 
almost came back from the tempo­
rary accommodation to the con­
struction site every day. And day by 
day, we found something unfamiliar 
taking place in the community we 
are most familiar with,” Liu said.

It is indeed not hard to notice the 
difference on the construction site 
of the project, as in the Huapichang 
Hutong community, gone are the 
noisy construction sites with flying 
mud and dust clouds. Instead, 
cranes gently piece together hous­
ing modules that are all set and well­
decorated, creating a serene

construction site operations. It 
played a very important role in 
urgent project construction like the 
Huapichang Hutong, while alleviat­
ing pressure on surrounding traffic 
and the environment,” said Guo 
Yang, C-SMART manager of the 
project

With a due completion date 
before Chinese Lunar New Year, con­
struction workers are putting finish­
ing touches to the brand new No 8 
Building, where making indoor vis­
its is now safe and permitted. Some 
of its residents took the opportunity 
to have a glance at the new homes 
they are about to resettle in. Some 
even brought festive decorations 
during the visits to prepare for 
Spring Festival gathering.

“My new home has excellent light 
and ventilation, and it is such a relief 
that finally there is an elevator in 
this building. My neighbors and I 
are all satisfied and extremely hap­
py with our new house,” said resi­
dent Jin.

Like the Huapichang Hutong 
project of the CSCI, projects con­
cerning livelihoods nationwide have 
long been participated in by major 
Chinese builders, as “the urgency, 
significance and other special 
points of notice of such projects call 
for years of building experience and 
high efficiency in fields such as 
logistics and prefabrication” said 
Long Chaocan, an investment con­
sultant with China Galaxy Securities 
Co Ltd.

environment in the quiet alley.
What CSCI did to echo the call of 

the urban renewal plan was to 
seamlessly blend advanced technol­
ogy with the finesse of reconstruct­
ing a building as if it were a giant’s 
delicate game of building blocks. 

“Modular integrated construc­
tion, what we call MiC, is a greener 
way of building homes. Think of it 
like assembling parts in a factory 
before bringing them to the con­
struction site,” said Tao Yang, 
project manager of the No 8 Build­
ing redevelopment.

“Compared to traditional meth­
ods, MiC shortens construction 
periods by over 60 percent. In the 
case of the Huapichang Hutong 
project, we achieved an 80 percent 
in actual construction time,” Tao 
added.

With a total construction area of 
374 square meters, the five-story res­
idential building accommodates 20 
units. The builder prepared 55 con­
crete modular units in advance to 
ensure the project was on track to 
finish upon schedule in 90 days — 

Left: An Chunhua, a resident of Huapichang Hutong No 8 Building, decorates her newly redeveloped house with a festive paper cutting on window in Beijing in January. 
Right: Employees of China State Construction International Holdings Ltd load completed housing modules to be installed at the Huapichang Hutong No 8 Building project 
at a facility in Zhuhai, Guangdong province, photos provided to china daily
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The project team had. been prioritizing green, 
low-carbon and energy-efficient principles 
during construction, and 90 percent of the 
work was done in factories.”

“Participation of major Chinese 
builders in urban renewal projects 
demonstrates their supportive role 
in helping drive the nation’s socio­
economic development and pro­
moting livelihoods. This, in turn, 
offers them better experience and 
credentials while bidding for simi­
lar projects overseas, especially 
those in the markets involved in 
the Belt and Road Initiative, where 
such demand has been booming in 
recent years due to growing urban­
ization,” Long said.

In recent years, the nation’s infra­
structure edge has gained way much 
reputation in BRI economies than 
before, not only with landmark pro­
jects, such as the new central busi­
ness district rising in the desert area 
of Egypt, but also with those ele­
mentary projects which, however, 
are necessary to local livelihoods.

A project in Papua New Guinea 
explains it well. Located in the Kila 
Kila village near Port Moresby, the 
Butuka Academy, completed by the 
CSCEC in 2018 under the BRI, has 
become a key educational infra­
structure for local primary and sec­
ondary school students who had 
difficulty attending school in the 
past.

With the voices of students read­
ing aloud across the village, the larg­
est multi-functional school, which 
has the most advanced facilities in 
the South Pacific, has indeed become 
a marvelous credential of Chinese 
building enterprises overseas.

7

way faster than the estimated 15 
months with traditional methods. 

“The project team had been prior­
itizing green, low-carbon and ener­
gy-efficient principles during 
construction, and 90 percent of the 
work was done in factories. Ulti­
mately, we not only managed to 
reduce material waste by 25 percent, 
but also cut overall construction 
waste by 75 percent,” said Tao. 

“Building blocks” though the 
whole on-site construction process 
seems to be, there were tons of coor­
dinating work among various build­
ing processes such as 
prefabrication, transport and instal­
lation, which, in this case, were all 
carried out by CSCI’s C-SMART plat­
form — a digital management sys­
tem that connects data across 
design, factories, logistics, construc­
tion sites and installation.

“The C-SMART platform enables 
real-time and intelligent control of 
the entire construction process, 
allowing managers to oversee mod­
ule transport and coordinate ware­
house, transit depot and 

JI
a

Major builders shouldering aged community redevelopment 
showcase cutting-edge green construction techniques
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People flock to a big screen for the livestreaming of a rocket launch event, in Haiyang, Shandong province, in January, li ziheng / xinhua

□ties mobilize high-tech for
improved development
while Haiyang industry ‘far out
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A scene from 3D Qinqiang Opera film Three Drops of Blood, xinhuaxinhua

China’s ‘porcelain capital’ shines in livestreaming spotlight amid hot demand
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making to unprecedented heights. 
Nowadays, the internet connects 

Jingdezhen’s traditional ceramic 
culture with international elements

' 1

and fashion trends, creating new 
opportunities for the handmade 
porcelain industry.

At 1 am, Emrah Hakan Caliskan, a

ture and Tourism selected 10 dem­
onstration cases that were spear­
heading digital innovation in 
culture and tourism. Among them is 
the Luoyang virtual reality project, a 
VR immersive theater that trans­
ports visitors to the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907) for a virtual trip around 
the city.

“The VR experience combines tra­
ditional Chinese culture, location­
based performances and VR 
panoramic interaction,” said An 
Tonglei, general manager of Xi’an 
Lightop Animation Technology Co 
Ltd, one of the producers behind the 
theater project.

With annual output value surging 
to an impressive 10 million yuan 
($1.4 million) from 1 million yuan in 
just five years, the animation pro­
duction company is the epitome of 
the rapid growth associated with 
the digital cultural and tourism 
industries.

The National Bureau of Statistics 
said that in the first three quarters 
of 202.3, cultural enterprises gener­
ated a total operating income of 9.16 
trillion yuan, a 7.7 percent increase 
compared to the same period a year 
before.

Delving deeper, 16 subindustries 
specializing in innovative new cul­
tural business models contributed 
an operating income of 3.69 trillion 
yuan, posting a compelling 15.2 
percent year-on-year growth rate. 

“Digital technology has not only 
brought new ways of expression to 
traditional culture, but also nur­
tured a new track of economic 
growth,” An said.

organizations have been pushing 
to develop monitoring devices 
using new modalities. People who 
work near the lake have deployed 
drones and carried out umnanned 
boat patrols with real-time video 
feedback in the 360-square-kilo- 
meter lake area. The 5G network’s 
high speed and low latency, com­
bined with virtual reality equip­
ment, enable people to inspect die 
lake’s surface visually and obtain 
data in real time.

Since 2019, the lake’s new tech­
nology system has significantly 
decreased manual labor and 
increased work efficiency, enabling 
workers to identify pollutants more 
quickly and accurately.

Increasing species of wildlife are 
returning to Baiyangdian as the 
water quality improves, and the 
lake has steadily evolved into a 
haven for lotuses, reeds and abun­
dant fish species.

Another beneficiary of new tech­
nologies is Haiyang in East China’s 
Shandong province. The small 
coastal city used to rely on the tex­
tile sector, but it is now attempting 
to capitalize on a booming com­
mercial rocket launch industry to 
increase its competitiveness.

The city made national headlines 
in early September when a private 
rocket maker completed a launch 
from off the city’s coastline. The 
spectacular launch attracted thou­
sands of spectators to an onshore 
viewing site.

It was the sixth sea-based rocket 
launch from the location. On June 
5,2019, a Long March rocket blast­
ed off from a mobile offshore plat­
form at Haiyang Port, marking 
China’s first space launch at sea.

Tiirkish online influencer based in 
Jingdezhen, stepped into a live 
broadcast room at a local ceramics 
industrial park, introducing new 
products to consumers worldwide. 

On the smartphone screen before 
him, comments from customers 
kept rolling in, including: “Engrave 
my name on the bottom of the cup” 
or “Paint my pet on the front”.

Caliskan’s wife, Cheng Linyao, is a 
municipal-level inheritor of porce­
lain drawings in Jingdezhen. “We 
integrate Sino-TUrkish culture into 
our ceramic works,” said Caliskan, 
showcasing a teacup. “Turkish peo­
ple often use this geometric pattern 
decoration in architecture and 
clothing, and it has a unique charm 
when painted on blue-and-white 
porcelain.”

During the 2023 China Jingdez­
hen International Ceramic Expo, his 
ceramic works gained favor from 
fens from many countries.

While Jingdezhen represents 
ancient kilns and millennia-old por­
celain craftsmanship for many, it

Spacecraft launches have long 
been the domain of China’s State- 
owned aerospace companies, but 
private space firms have emerged 
since a government policy was 
implemented in 2015 to encourage 
commercial enterprises in the 
industry.

“There are limited launch pads 
available for commercial rockets, 
and the sea spaceport in Haiyang is 
a perfect complement to land sites,” 
said Orienspace CEO Bu Xiangwei. 

Orienspace is one of China’s new­
est launch startups and is head­
quartered in Haiyang. The 
company said that the total cost of 
a sea launch can be 10 percent less 
than a land launch, and the prepa­
ration period can be shortened by 
50 percent.

The local government in Hai­
yang also aims to establish an 
entire industrial chain to tap into 
innovation-driven economic 
growth potential. Since 2020, it has 
stepped up its efforts to build Hai­
yang Oriental Aerospace Port, 
which covers an area of over 34 sq 
km and includes an industrial 
manufacturing park for rocket 
makers and supporting firms, a sat­
ellite data center and a tourism 
zone for fans of astronomy and 
space travel.

Haiyang’s aerospace ambitions 
are both lofty and down-to-earth. 
Facilities such as aerospace muse­
ums, space-themed hotels and res­
taurants are also being planned. 
The local government hopes that 
space-related tourism will also 
improve the livelihoods of people 
on the ground.

NANCHANG — Holding a smart­
phone, 31-year-old Wei Lingyan 
maneuvers her way past several 
hundred stalls selling porcelain 
items, showcasing the goods to fans 
via a livestreaming platform. 

“Welcome, new friends! Feel free 
to let me know your preferences,” 
said Wei, a native of Jingdezhen, the 
renowned “porcelain capital” locat­
ed in East China’s Jiangxi province. 

Wei lias embraced the role of a 
“walk-streamer” a novel undertak­
ing that is gaining traction on Tao- 
xichuan Ceramic Art Avenue in 
Jingdezhen. Since launching her 
social media account last year, she 
has attracted over 5,000 fans, 
achieving monthly sales ranging 
from 150,000 yuan ($20,950) to 
200,000 yuan.

Duan Haonan, head of the entre­
preneurship business unit at the 
Taoxichuan management commit­
tee, said the emergence of walk­
streamers has opened new sales 
channels for ceramic stall owners. 

In the first 10 months of 2023,

<1

livestreaming e-commerce sales 
exceeded 2.2 trillion yuan in China, 
surging 58.9 percent year-on-year, 
driving the growth of total online 
retail sales by 7.5 percentage points. 

The influence of livestreaming is 
also evident in Jingdezhen, with 
over 10,000 livestream hosts 
engaged in the ceramics industry. 
Last year, they collectively generat­
ed approximately 7 billion yuan in 
sales.

Another such marketer, Momo, 
oversees six livestreaming accounts. 
She has amassed a fanbase surpas­
sing 1 million. Her livestreaming 
rooms generate a staggering annual 
revenue of some 200 million yuan. 

“In addition to ceramic sales, my 
livestreaming sessions also delve 
into promoting ceramics culture. I 
often invite inheritors of intangible 
cultural heritage to share the stories 
behind ceramics,” she said.

Jingdezhen’s history of ceramics 
dates back over 2,000 years. Its past 
role as an official and imperial kiln 
has elevated the art of porcelain

An Tonglei, general manager 
of Xi'an Lightop Animation
Technology Co Ltd 

also represents a realm of vibrancy 
for Liu Nan, head of the Phonbay 
Training Institute.

As night fell, a group of young 
people displayed their singing, 
dancing and musical instrument 
skills through livestreaming from 
Taoxichuan Ceramic Art Avenue.

They hail from the Phonbay insti­
tute, which was established in 
December 2021. Each of their road­
shows draws approximately
100,000 viewers, with some watch­
ing online and others attending on 
site.

“I hope both domestic and inter­
national visitors can appreciate not 
only tiie static beauty of our ceramic 
culture, but also its dynamic 
essence,” Liu said.

“In this place, everyone pursues 
what they truly desire, and this is 
not limited to pottery. Each person 
can discover a lifestyle and 
approach to work that suits them,” 
Wei said.

Hubei lake makes strong comeback,

fl*

fl

BEIJING — Chinese cities are 
pursuing high-quality develop­
ment in various ways, but new 
technologies are a consistent 
choice and have already helped 
some explore smarter, greener and 
more innovative paths.

Huangshi, an industrial city in 
central China’s Hubei province, has 
reaped the benefits of intelligent 
technologies.

Mining may conjure up images 
of a dirty, labor-intensive and dan­
gerous sector. But that is not the 
reality in Huangshi, where mining 
relies on unmanned machines, 
remote monitoring technologies 
and intelligent coordination 
systems.

Dressed in a blue work suit and 
white shirt, Daye Iron Mine worker 
Yuan Jianjun sits in front of several 
computers in a spacious command 
center. His eyes are glued to the 
screens, which show live images of 
underground mining machines 
and real-time data from sensors 
placed inside the mine and on the 
tools in operation.

In the past, Yuan toiled under­
ground in a very dusty environ­
ment amid the deafening din of 
heavy machinery. “It used to be a 
challenging job both physically and 
mentally?’ he said.

The coal miner, who is in his mid­
forties, underwent additional 
training and then resumed his 
career as a white-collar worker. 
Now, machines are controlled 
remotely from an office environ­
ment to collect minerals.
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Digital technology 
has not only brought 
new ways of 
expression to
traditional culture, 
but also nurtured a 
new track of 
economic growth.”

____________________

Tech support has reduced labor 
intensity and improved workplace 
safety, enabling more mining sec­
tor employees like Yuan to work in 
a safer and healthier environment 
than previous generations. 

“It has become a decent job,” 
Yuan said.

Technology is also driving green 
development in Xiong’an New 
Area. Local tourist destination Bai­
yangdian Lake offers the public a 
glimpse into how cutting-edge 
technologies are assisting the eco­
logical conservation of Huangshi, 
characterized as a “future city”

Many Chinese people have a 
special place in their hearts for 
Baiyangdian, the largest freshwa­
ter wetland in the region. In sever­
al famous literary works from the 
1940s, the lake was described as 
flourishing with reed beds and 
towering lotus fields, and offering 
an abundant harvest from the 
water.

Between the 1960s and 1980s, 
however, it severely suffered from 
industrial pollution. Wastewater 
and chemicals polluted the water 
and lake beds, decimating aquatic 
life, with the lake nearly drying up 
in the 1990s due to scorching 
weather. Habitat loss and human 
interference then caused the lake’s 
avian population to drastically 
decline.

Baiyangdian’s rehabilitation and 
protection activities have 
improved since Xiong’an New Area 
was established in 2017.

Tech companies and academic

XI’AN — A captivating 14-second 
jump-cut video showing an actress 
seamlessly changing into various 
roles from traditional Chinese opera 
has rapidly gained attention among 
netizens.

With over a million views and 
tens of thousands of likes, the video 
introduced her online fans to the 
rare national intangible cultural 
heritage known as Han Diao 
Guangguang. This localized style of 
Qinqiang Opera from Shaanxi prov­
ince can be traced to the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279).

The distinctive genre, prevalent 
in the city of Hanzhong, was official­
ly included on the national intangi­
ble cultural heritage protection list 
in 2006.

Li Yazhi, from the Han Diao 
Guangguang Inheritance and 
Development Center in Hanzhong, 
is the creator behind the recent viral 
success. She was first inspired to 
make short videos to promote the 
traditional opera in 2022, and has 
already amassed over 14,000 follow­
ers on Douyin, a popular short-vid­
eo platform.

‘The ancient opera has found a 
young audience online,” Li said. 
While initially drawn by the per­
formative spectacle of opera, she 
said her fens quickly began to ask 
for more insight and knowledge 
about the practice itself.

The era of short video platforms 
offers huge potential for practition­
ers and inheritors of intangible cul­
tural heritage. A report issued by 
Douyin earlier this year reveals that 
there were an average of 19,000 
intangible cultural heritage live 
broadcasts every day on Douyin as 
of May 2023.

Digital technology can help 
overcome spatial limitations 
while creating new modes and 
ways for communication, experi­
ences, cultural protection and 
inheritance in the cultural and 
tourism industries, said Li Biao, 
deputy dean of the School of Jour­
nalism and Communication, Ren- 
min University of China.

China has introduced a series of 
policies aimed at fostering and regu­
lating tiie development of emerging 
digital business models in the cul­
tural and tourism space, with the 
hope of igniting digital exploration 
across the industry.

In October, the Ministry of Cul-
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Digitalization breathes 
new life into culture, 
tourism in Shaanxi
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A seller promotes porcelain items via livestreaming during an expo
in Jingdezhen, Jiangxi province, in October, ma ning / xinhua
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Washington has to look within
to put an end to fentanyl crisis

Wellington should measure twice before cutting
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Reform and opening-up still crucial to growth

Statehood is right of Palestinian people
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No grounds for India to be adversarial
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In his dialogue with Indian uni­
versity students on Tuesday, Indian 
Minister of External Affairs Subrah- 
manyam Jaishankar told the young­
er generation of the world’s most 
populous country although there is 
competition in diplomacy and influ­
ence between India and China, there 
is no need to be scared of the latter. 

“India must learn to compete, not 
just with China, but with all,” said 
Jaishankar. “We should have the 
mindset that foreign policy is about 
competition between rising powers.” 

Although competition is better 
than rivalry and conflict, it is cooper­
ation and collaboration that should 
be the mainstay of relations between 
China and India. They are not only 
the world’s two largest developing 
countries that are obliged to unite 
the Global South and promote the 
common development of the world, 
but also major players on the world 
stage, buttressing the multilateral 
international order with the United 
Nations at its center. 

China-India relations have 
encountered some setbacks in 
recent years. That is not in the fun-

The main players of China’s econ­
omy are the millions of entrepre­
neurs with a pioneering and 
innovative spirit and the hard­
working workers in all walks of life. 
The “running water” flowing from 
countless micro sources converges 
into the “vast ocean” of the world’s 
second-largest economy. 

After decades of rapid growth, 
the cost of labor, land and other 
resource factors in China has been 
rising, which is higher than that of 
many other developing countries.

more such drugs, while pharmacies 
vigorously sold them, forming a 
complete chain of interests. This led 
to widespread opioid dependency 
and addiction, laying the ground­
work for the crisis. On the other 
hand, the intensification of political 
polarization in the US in recent 
years has delayed legislation on 
combating trafficking of the potent 
synthetic opioid that is relatively 
easy and inexpensive to produce and 
its availability has increased expo­
nentially in recent years, contribut­
ing to its widespread use. 

The root cause of die fentanyl 
abuse crisis in the US lies in the 
country’s failure of governance. Yet 
US policymakers, being unwilling to 
address that issue, habitually resort 
to shifting the blame and responsi­
bility for the crisis onto others. Pre­
vious US administrations launched 
lawsuits and sanctions against 
some Chinese companies and indi­
viduals, while in the past few years 
the US government has adopted 
“the US is sick but let China take the 
medicine” approach, placing Chi-

In the current context of shrink­
ing external demand and sluggish 
domestic demand, China must rely 
on reform and opening-up to solve 
the problem of its development 
lacking endogenous power and 
vitality. It should deepen the reform 
of State-owned enterprises to 
enhance their core functions and 
core competitiveness, and acceler­
ate the implementation of a num­
ber of measures that support 
private enterprises in terms of mar­
ket access, acquisition of factors,

tion of AUKUS cannot be more obvious. The group 
has been formed for the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons technology, materials and know-how. New 
Zealand should recognize that it not only under­
mines the international nonproliferation regime, but 
also fuels a regional arms race and imperils peace 
and stability in the Asia-Pacific and beyond.

Given the grave regional and global impacts of 
the AUKUS nuclear deal, the group has drawn 
worldwide opprobrium and opposition since its 
formation. Hence, NewZealand should think twice 
before accepting any invitation to join it. The US, of 
course, is keen to draw its Five-Eye partner into the 
military alliance to facilitate its bloc competition 
both regionally and globally. But such a prospect 
would not best serve the interests of NewZealand. 

Unlike some Western countries that have aped 
each move taken by the US to contain China, New 
Zealand has maintained its strategic autonomy, and 
benefited from doing so. For more than a decade, 
China has remained the country’s largest trading 
partner. Robust cooperation with China continues 
to create enormous trade, economic and job oppor­
tunities for New Zealand. It has everything to gain 
by maintaining its good relations with China.

Whatever role New Zealand is being solicited to 
play in joining AUKUS, it would no doubt cast a 
shadow on bilateral ties and even offset what has 
been achieved in advancing bilateral cooperation.

The first meeting of the China- 
US Counternarcotics Working 
Group was held on Tuesday. For 
years, antidrug cooperation has 
become a point of contention in 
Sino-US relations, which is closely 
related to the uncontrolled prolif­
eration of fentanyl-like substances 
in the United States. On the day of 
the meeting, officials in Oregon 
announced that due to the ram­
pant spread of fentanyl, a state of 
emergency had been declared in 
the downtown area of Portland. 
According to data recently released 
by the US Drug Enforcement 
Administration, fentanyl is a lead­
ing cause of death among Ameri­
cans aged 18 to 45.

The widespread prevalence of fen­
tanyl in the US has various reasons. 
On the one hand, driven by financial 
interests, the crisis can be traced 
back to the overprescription of opi­
oid painkillers in the 1990s and early 
2000s. Pharmaceutical companies 
lobbied politicians for policy protec­
tion, pharmaceutical representatives 
encouraged doctors to prescribe

damental interests of either side. 
There are always some forces trying 
to provoke conflict between the two 
neighbors and create divisions in 
the region.

That’s why Beijing highly values 
New Delhi’s strategic autonomy on 
the world stage. New Delhi should 
approach bilateral ties and eco­
nomic cooperation more objective­
ly, showing more foresight and 
bearing the bigger picture in mind. 

China and India clearly have 
greater common interests than dif­
ferences. Their realization of com­
mon development and common 
prosperity has global significance. 
The two sides should support and 
care for each other’s core concerns 
instead of consuming or being sus­
picious of each other. 

The two nations should thus 
focus their energy and resources on 
their respective development and 
the improvement of people’s liveli­
hoods, and not let specific issues 
define the overall relationship. They 
can meet each other halfway and 
find a solution to the border issue 
that is acceptable to both parties.

and protection of rights and inter­
ests, to promote die development of 
the private economy.

It should steadily expand institu­
tional openness in rules, regula­
tions, management, and standards, 
and strive to create a law-based 
business environment. Various 
forms of local protection and mar­
ket segmentation practices should 
be eliminated to facilitate the build­
ing of a unified market across the 
country.

hortly before his trip to the Middle East on 
Wednesday, UK Foreign Secretary David 
Cameron told Arab ambassadors at a West­
minster reception on Monday that the

United Kingdom is mulling recognition of a Pales­
tinian state so that Israelis and Palestinians can 
live side by side in separate countries.

Although that proposal was greeted by Husam 
Zomlot, head of the Palestinian mission in Lon­
don, as a “historic” change, as the UK’s recognition 
of a Palestinian state would be “a contribution to a 
peaceful solution rather than an outcome”.

Yet Cameron set very strict prerequisites for the 
UK’s recognition of a Palestinian state, which he said 
the UK would then seek to persuade its allies to sup­
port — Hamas releasing all hostages and agreement 
by Israel and Hamas to a peace-oriented cease-fire. 

Neither of those will be any easier to realize just 
because the UK is callingfor them. The two conflicting 
parties’ hatred against each other has been allowed to 
festerfor so longthatithas become ingrained. The UK 
has played an ugly role in this process by indulging 
Israel’s continuous encroachment on the living space 
of Palestinians starting from the war in 1948, which 
has resulted in about 5.9 million Palestinians being 
displaced from their homes over the years.

Even if the two requisite conditions were met, the 
future Palestinian state envisioned by the UK gov­
ernment, according to Cameron’s remarks, would be

n a speech at the Council on Foreign Relations 
on Tuesday, United States National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan once again elaborated 
on the current administration’s approach to

relations with China. Underlining the idea that con­
structive engagement with China is in the national 
interest of the US, he reiterated the White House’s 
commitment to the “3C framework” for the US’ Chi­
na policy — “collaborate, compete, confront”

It is inspiring that the two sides are talking more 
about collaboration on such subjects as climate, fen­
tanyl and military-to-military communications. But 
it is worth noting that the competitive aspects of 
bilateral relations may get unnecessarily confronta­
tional as a result ofWashington’s attempts to throttle 
China’s technological advancement.

Th deny China access to advanced chips, the US has 
launched expansive embargoes on chips as well as 
related equipment, technology and investments. It is 
finalizing a new decree aimed at excluding Chinese 
users from US cloud services, which it is claimed ena­
ble the latter to access advanced chips otherwise una­
vailable to them to train artificial intelligence models. 

Apparently, more is to come. US Secretary of Com­
merce Gina Raimondo has just identified one more 
“loophole” to plug. Also on Tuesday, at an Atlantic 
Council roundtable, the US commerce chief urged 
people to keep an eye on electric vehicles from China. 

“Forget about trade. Forget about tariffs. Forget 
about the economics of it I’m just talking national 
security’ said Raimondo. “A sophisticated EV, and 
then an autonomous vehicle, is filled with thousands 
of semiconductors and sensors. It collects a huge 
amount of information about the driver, the location

China Dally UK
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+44(0)207398 8270
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| he foreign and defense ministers of New 
Zealand and Australia held their first-ever 
“2+2” meeting on Thursday in Melbourne. 
Since New Zealand’s cooperation with the 

AUKUS alliance was apparently on the agenda, it has 
raised concerns. Questions are being asked about 
whether New Zealand will hold firm to its nonnuclear 
stance and what are intentions of the trilateral mili­
tary group in trying to draw NewZealand into its fold. 

When the United States, the United Kingdom and 
Australia formed AUKUS in 2021 with the main pur­
pose of helping Australia acquire a fleet of nuclear- 
powered submarines in response to “regional 
security concerns” New Zealand seemed comforta­
ble about the fact that it was not party to the pact. 

However, since a coalition of right-wing parties 
took power in November last year, New Zealand’s 
stance on AUKUS has begun to change as its new gov­
ernment wants to join pillar two of the AUKUS agree­
ment, which reportedly centers on advanced 
technology sharing, including artificial intelligence 
and cyberwarfare, and military interoperability.

New Zealand may have calculated that its partici­
pation in pillar two of AUKUS, not pillar one that 
focuses on Australia’s acquisition of nuclear subma­
rine technology, can help it get closer to its Western 
allies in a rapidly changing world environment while 
still maintaining its own nonnuclear stance.

But if so, it is being naive as the geopolitical inten-

nothing but a de facto proxy of the West. “We have a 
responsibility there because we should be starting to 
set out what a Palestinian state would look like, what 
it would comprise, how it would work”

Cameron and those like-minded Western politi­
cians who are trying to hide their own agenda 
under their so-called two-state solution should be 
reminded that the real two-state solution the UN 
and the broad international community have 
agreed on is strictly stipulated. It envisions an inde­
pendent State of Palestine alongside the State of 
Israel with their boundaries based on the 1967 lines 
and with East Jerusalem as the capital of the Pales­
tinian state. The two should be equal with each oth­
er in every regard in international law. As an 
independent sovereign state, Palestine’s sovereign­
ty belongs to its people and no country has any legit­
imate power or right to dictate its internal affairs. 

By implanting “authorities” recognized by the West, 
if not Israel, in the “Palestinian state” as Cameron 
seems to suggest, whattheUKhasessentiallyproposed 
will be a one-state reality akin to apartheid.

Currently, 139 of the 193 UN member states recognize 
Palestinian statehood. The Palestinian people have nev­
er compromised and will by no means sacrifice their 
statehood for the recognition of the UK and its allies. 
Statehood is what the Palestinians are entitled to and 
what is long overdue. It is not a gift that can be conde­
scendingly given by any country

of the vehicle, the surroundings of the vehicle.”
In her eyes, and those of others, EVs should be con­

sidered as part of the front line of the fight to frus­
trate Chinese technological progress. While taking 
advantage of all available alliances and partnerships 
to build “small yards with high fences” the Joe Biden 
administration is making all-of-govemment efforts 
to make sure they are impenetrable fortresses.

On Wednesday, the US Department of Defense 
released an updated roster of “Chinese military 
companies” operating directly or indirectly in the 
US. A dozen more names were added to the black­
list. Those firms allegedly constitute “national 
security risks” to the US.

But not only have such US companies as Nvidia 
suffered dearly as a result of these moves, so too 
have those of some of the US’ allies. Republic of 
Korea media have found a significant drop in their 
countries’ exports of semiconductors. The ROK 
semiconductor industry may become the “biggest 
victim” in the China-US competition, they said.

The ever-expansive interpretation of “national secu­
rity” by tiie US is a damaging form of trade distortion, 
as well as national security risk. After all, over time, the 
negative feelings about each other accumulated 
through malicious competition will inevitably under­
mine cooperation and lead to confrontation.

Both Sullivan and Raimondo acknowledge the 
need and benefits of normal economic and trade 
exchanges with China. On that basis they should seek 
to make 3C a mnemonic in Washington, for “coopera­
tion prevents competition from becoming confronta­
tion” which would otherwise lead to a 3D scenario of 
detriment, damage and disaster.
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nese companies and individuals on 
its entity list

China, historically afflicted by the 
harm of drags, has maintained a 
“zero tolerance” policy, rigorously 
cracking down on drag production, 
trafficking and various drag-related 
crimes. In May 2019, China became 
the first country globally to com­
prehensively control and regulate 
fentanyl-like substances, categoriz­
ing 25 different varieties, surpas­
sing the 21 specified by the United 
Nations. According to US govern­
ment sources, there have been no 
seizures of fentanyl-like substances 
from China since September 2019. 

Sino-US antidrug cooperation 
can only help the US create external 
conditions to address related 
issues. But to truly end its fentanyl 
crisis, the US needs a multifaceted 
response including stricter regula­
tion, harm reduction strategies, 
expanded access to addiction treat­
ment, and efforts to address the 
social and economic factors that 
contribute to substance abuse. 
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To create an atmosphere that is 
conducive to mending bilateral ties, 
India should in the first place pro­
vide a fair, transparent and nondis- 
criminatory business environment 
for Chinese companies, and actively 
promote people-to-people 
exchanges between the two sides. 
That can help expand common 
interests and deepen peoples’ mutu­
al understanding, avoiding narrow 
nationalism jingoism or brinkman­
ship from hijacking or distorting 
public opinions toward each other. 

Stabilizing relations with India at 
a strategic height has always been a 
key task of China’s neighborhood 
diplomacy. Dedicated to providing 
fair and law-based business and 
development environment for all 
foreign companies and talents, 
including those from India, China 
has never scapegoated India, or any 
other country, for its domestic 
issues, which is itself a fool’s errand, 
and never joined a geopolitical bloc 
targeting India.

New Delhi has every reason to 
reciprocate that.

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

Confrontation the result of competition 
taken to excess at expense of cooperation
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tional Chinese elements from the island’s 
culture and education. And the fact that 
the opposition parties combined have a 
majority in the legislature means the leg­
islature can order the formation of an 
inquiry commission to examine whether 
the arms procurement agreements with 
the US contain any unfair and/or dis­
criminatory terms. Legislators from the 
opposition parties could also push for 
reforms to allow the island’s legislators 
to maintain regular communication with 
mainland officials responsible for cross­
Strait affairs.

Also, Lai would do good to promote 
cultural exchanges, allow mainland 
tourists and students to visit the island 
and enroll in Taiwan universities. And 
hopefully, he will also allow think tanks 
on both sides of the Strait to attend 
seminars together, and allow research­
ers to focus on the implementation of 
“one country, two systems” on the lines 
of the Hong Kong and Macao special 
administrative regions and promote the 
peaceful reunification of the Chinese 
nation.

f there is anything that the Russia-Ukraine 
and Israel-Palestine conflicts have revealed, 
it is that the world is increasingly divided 
between a few dozen Western countries and

the rest, that is, more than 100 countries, espe­
cially the developing nations.

The same thing was evident at the fourth Uni­
versal Periodic Review of China’s human rights 
record at the United Nations Human Rights 
Council in Geneva which began on Jan 23. A 
review report was adopted on Jan 26.

Representatives from more than 120 countries 
spoke positively about China’s progress in human 
rights, from the eradication of absolute poverty to 
the improvement in education and public health, 
and its role in global governance. They also gave 
good suggestions such as the need to increase 
women’s participation in senior government 
positions and narrowing the income gap. 

These are fair, objective and genuine assess­
ments and suggestions.

But some Western countries are not interested 
in constructive dialogue or collaboration, which 
is the guideline for the Universal Periodic Review. 
Instead, they indulged in naming and shaming, 
with the representatives from the United States 
and the United Kingdom resorting to what can be 
described as yelling on Jan 23, as if high decibel 
would add truth to their argument.

The fact that some Western powers are unwill­
ing to acknowledge the progress that China has 
made in a wide range of areas relating to human 
rights raises questions about the sincerity of their 
arguments and recommendations.

For example, talking about the situation in Chi­
na’s Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region by delib­
erately overlooking the challenges posed by 
terrorism and extremism in the region is dishon­
esty. However, this was exactly what some West­
ern countries did on Jan 23.

There was a lot of distortion and exaggeration. 
For instance, some of the Western countries con­
tinued to criticize China’s strict family planning 
policy, which has been greatly eased in the past 
years. The government policy now is to encourage 
couples to have more children, up to three, to 
counterbalance China’s rapidly aging population.

Their arguments were paradoxical, too, such as 
the Israeli ambassador to the UN Office at Gene­
va Meirav Eilon Shahar’s questioning of the 
human rights situation in Xinjiang at a time 
when the worst human rights violation of the 21st 
century is being committed by Israel in the Pales­
tinian enclave of Gaza Strip. On Jan 26, the Inter­
national Court of Justice ruled in a case brought 
by South Africa that Israel must take all measures 
to prevent genocidal acts in Gaza. The death toll 
in Gaza has crossed 26,000,70 percent of them 
being women and children.

The few dozen Western nations which failed to 
assess China’s human rights situation compre­
hensively and objectively are almost the same 
that have either enabled or turned a blind eye to 
the atrocities in Gaza.

Unlike some countries, China does not make 
wild claims about human rights. On the contrary, 
Chen Xu, China’s permanent representative to 
the UN Office at Genera, said that China is a 
developing country with more than 1.4 billion 
people, and its uneven and unbalanced develop­
ment remains an outstanding issue to be resolved 
and it still faces challenges when it comes to com­
prehensively safeguarding human rights.

That’s why, he said, China plans to take 30 new 
measures to promote and protect human rights. 
The measures range from strengthening legisla­
tion to adopting policies to help improve people’s 
quality of life, better protect the rights of vulnera­
ble groups, and fight climate change. 

The situation in China is complex given its 
huge population. There is no doubt that China 
still has a lot to do to better promote and pro­
tect human rights. And constructive dialogue 
and engagement is far more conducive for 
countries to help each other in improving 
human rights.

China and the European Union, for example, 
held their 38th human rights dialogue in Februa­
ry 2023 since its establishment in 1995. These 
dialogues may not solve the problems immediate­
ly. But they are a far better way of addressing 
human rights issues than weaponizing human 
rights, as some Western governments do. Those 
Western governments’ actions will only under­
mine the global human rights cause.

s Spring Festival approaches, 
whether people should be 
allowed to burst firecrackers 
.has become an important ques-

The author is a professor of law at 
the Zhongnan University of Economics 

and Law. The views don’t necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

Congress, too, has adopted a hostile 
attitude toward Beijing. Following 
former US House of Representatives 
speaker Nancy Pelosi’s provocative visit 
to Taiwan in August 2022, Beijing-bash- 
ers in the Congress have introduced 
bills that have further poisoned cross­
Strait relations.

Under the ‘Taiwan Enhanced Resil­
ience Act” passed in 2022, Washington is 
committed to providing up to $2 billion 
annually in military aid to Taiwan 
between 2023 and 2027. Recently, the 
House of Representatives advanced 
three bipartisan finance bills on Taiwan, 
bringing legislation to bolster US sup­
port for Taiwan. The first bill supports 
the inclusion of Taiwan as a member of 
the International Monetary Fund, dem­
onstrating that some US congressmen 
are still indulging in the fantasy of turn­
ing the Taiwan question into an interna­
tional issue.

However, the fact is, the Taiwan ques­
tion is an internal affair of China which 
brooks no external interference. 

There is also an ineluctable risk that 
some US allies share its threat percep­
tion of China. Given these disturbing 
developments, Washington should exer-
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opment affairs of the Chinese Dream 
Think Tank and an administrative 
manager & researcher of the P&P 
Research Institute. Kacee Ting Wong is a 
barrister, part-time researcher of Shenz­
hen University Hong Kong and Macao 
Basic Lazo Research Center, chairman of 
the Chinese Dream Think Tank and a 
district councilor.
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The situation in China is 
complex given its huge 
population. There is no doubt 
that China still has a lot to do to 
better promote and protect 
human rights.

tion.
Toward the end of 2023, the Legisla­

tive Affairs Commission of the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress, China’s top legislature, 
presented a nuanced report on leg­
islative records at its seventh ses­
sion. Among other things, the 
report said that “a comprehensive 
ban on fireworks and firecrackers 
is illegal” revealing discrepancies 
and recommending legislative 
adjustments to address the issue. 

The intricate dance between tradi­
tion and legislation on the firecrackers 
issue has been a subject of long-running 
debates.

Laws, at their core, are reflections of 
the public’s will. If there is a fervent pub­
lic demand for firecrackers, especially 
during festivals, stringent legislation 
against it could be interpreted as an 
affront to public sentiment. In many pla­
ces in China, adherence to some tradi­
tional concepts persists. In some circles, 
a transcendent will symbolizes advanced 
cultural development, capable of evolv­
ing into national law that would guide 
the pursuit of sophisticated cultural 
practices, including an advanced legal 
culture.

Regarding the debates on the ban on 
firecrackers during Spring Festival, some 
view the ban as a symbol of cultural 
progress, breaking away from outdated 
traditions that can pollute the environ­
ment and lead to fire accidents. On 
the other hand, some say the 
authorities are caught between 
ban and no ban.

In addressing the issue of 
the ban on firecrackers, folk­
lorists and sociologists may 
hold more sway titan law 
experts. Behind their criti­
cisms of a comprehensive 
ban might lie the wishes of 
millions of people. But despite 
democracy in legislation inher­
ently involving the denial of 
some of the demands and wishes of 
the majority, decision-makers must 
take into consideration diverse per­
spectives before reaching a conclusion. 

The firecracker issue becomes more 
complicated given its asymmetrical 
effects on different groups. By adjusting 
regional regulations to allow the sales of 
firecrackers, some provinces might be 
able to bring spiritual joy to some people 
and, increase holiday consumption, but 
the move could worsen air pollution 
manyfold and cause fire accidents. Con­
versely, a ban on firecrackers may be 
good for the environment and public 
safety, but it could result in huge materi­
al losses for certain individuals. Tire 
modern democratic processes attempt to 
reconcile these conflicting interests 
through compromise.

However, nationwide discussions on 
the firecracker ban are a pseudo-propo­
sition due to the high costs and difficul­
ties in ensuring the same effects across 
regions.

If a government allows people to 
burst firecrackers in a city’s central dis­
trict, the views of the area’s residents 
would be in minority compared with 
the opinions of the entire city’s resi­
dents or legislative body. Thankfully, 

modern democratic systems offer 
remedies for such conditions 

including legislative hearings, 
open debates and the 
requirement of absolute 
majority to tilt the decision 
in one direction, ensuring 
the protection of citizens’ 
interests.

<1 Therefore compared
with a total ban, modi­
fied regulations will be 
better. There may be a 
partial reinstatement of

' the production and use of
fireworks and firecrackers, 

which would require fur­
ther technological refine­
ment. With significant

V advancements in science
and technology, we can 
now exert a certain 
degree of control over 
the drawbacks caused 
by the traditional use 
of fireworks and fire- 

\ \ crackers. Therefore,
\ ]k local authorities can

consider allowing 
fireworks and fire­
crackers to be setoff 
at different times 

and in different areas, 
which will cater to ordi­

nary people’s needs during 
Spring Festival.

A

lthough Lai Ching-te has 
been elected the next leader 
of Taiwan, his pro-independ­
ence stance will further 

plunge the island into the vortex of 
Sino-US rivalry. Muddying the political 
waters further is some US politicians’ 
elusive attempt to build “collective 
deterrence” against a manufactured 
delusion of the Chinese mainland’s mil­
itary' threat to Taiwan.

That the pro-independence movement 
in Taiwan poses a serious threat to the 
core national interests of Beijing and the 
Chinese people as a whole is evident to 
all. “Taiwan independence” is regarded 
by Beijing as a serious threat to the Chi­
nese nation.

Outgoing Taiwan leader Tsai Ing-wen’s 
refusal to acknowledge the 1992 Consen­
sus has played a key role in the deteriora­
tion of cross-Taiwan Strait relations. 

In August 2020, then US secretary of 
health and human services Alex Azar 
made a provocative trip to Taiwan to 
meet Tsai, making him the highest-rank­
ing US official to visit Taiwan in 40 years. 
In an effort to boost Taiwan’s so-called 
security, Tsai took steps to upgrade mili­
tary training and cyber defense. Tsai also 
supported the anti-Beijing demonstra­
tors in Hong Kong in the second half of 
2019.

The US policy of “strategic ambigui­
ty” lias been further clouded in uncer­
tainty. The White House lias expressed 
a few times that Washington would 
come to Taiwan’s aid in the event of the 
mainland using “force” to reunify the 
island with the motherland. The US

cise restraint in managing its disputes 
with Beijing over the Taiwan question 
and stop taking provocative actions that 
may result in a mutually destructive 
cycle of retaliation. As for US allies, they 
should weigh the pros and cons of giving 
unconditional support to Washington in 
cross-Strait affairs.

More important, the US allies should 
not look at the issue through the US’ lens. 

As University of Colorado professor 
Steve Qian has correctly pointed out, 
any objective composite index seeking to 
capture the balance of threat is not likely 
to support the claim that China poses a 
greater threat to other countries than the 
US.

Besides, the failure of the Democratic 
Progressive Party to retain a majority in 
the 113-seat local legislature has provid­
ed us with the necessary context with­
out which the balance of power in the 
legislature in the post-election period 
cannot be accurately analyzed. And on 
Thursday, Han Kuo-yu, a former mayor 
and local leader candidate of Taiwan’s 
main opposition Kuomintang party, 
was elected as speaker of the island’s 
new legislature.

Undoubtedly, Taiwan residents expect 
the local legislature to address their live­
lihood issues. Partly due to die above 
expectations, and partly because of Tai­
wan’s close economic ties with the main­
land, die opposition parties could force 
Lai to adopt a more cautious cross-Strait 
policies and refrain from provoking Bei­
jing.

It is highly likely that Lai will find it 
difficult to reduce or remove die tradi-

There may be a partial 
reinstatement of the 
production and use of 
fireworks and firecrackers, 
which would require 
further technological 
refinement.

As for US allies, they 
should weigh the pros and 
cons of giving uncondi­
tional support to Washing­
ton in cross-Strait affairs.

The West should 
stop weaponizing 
human rights, and 
targeting China
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Editor’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. Enhanced dialogue between scholarsfrom China and overseas is needed to build mutual understanding on many problems
the world faces. For this purpose, the China Watch Institute of China Daily and the National Institute for GlobalStrategy, Chinese Academy of Social. Sciences, jointly present this special column: The Global 
Strategy Dialogue, in which expertsfrom China and abroad will offer insightful views, analysis andfresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

today lies in mobilizing provincial adminis­
trations, local authorities and citizens. To 
do so requires defining attractive and tai­
lored solutions that reinforce sustainable 
economic development through wetland 
conservation and restoration. A balance 
between development and wetland conser­
vation is possible and is demonstrated by 
the 34-hectare Qunli Stormwater Wetland 
Park in Harbin, Heilongjiang province.

the current pledged amount of $700 mil­
lion covers less than 0.2 percent of the 
required funds, falling far short of the esti­
mated $50 billion to $90 billion annually 
needed. Thus, securing sufficient financial 
resources is crucial for the Loss and Dam­
age Fund to fulfill its mandate and provide 
comprehensive support to vulnerable com­
munities.

Another significant challenge lies in 
operationalizing the Loss and Damage

This urban wetland doubles as a green pub­
lic space and a collector of stormwater.
While serving to protect against flooding, it 
also provides a place for residents to enjoy 
their leisure time. Throughout the world, 
similar approaches are being implemented. 
Many of these build on the sponge city 
urban development model that was initial­
ly developed in China in the early 2000s. 

Larger wetlands outside of urban areas

Fund in a manner that is responsive, trans­
parent and accountable to the needs of 
affected countries. The fund’s governance 
structure must ensure that decision-mak­
ing is inclusive and equitable, with a strong 
representation of vulnerable nations. Also, 
clear criteria for eligibility and disburse­
ment of funds are needed. Furthermore, 
the Loss and Damage Fund must address 
the complex issue of attribution, determin­
ing the extent to which climate change can

can also play a critical role in reducing 
flooding. To enhance their role, a new 
approach called room for the river lias been 
adopted. In this approach, floodplain wet­
lands adjacent to rivers are restored and 
temporarily used to hold floodwaters dur­
ing extreme river discharge periods. Pio­
neered in the Netherlands, the practice is 
now more broadly implemented worldwide 
as it is proving to be a very cost-effective

be directly linked to specific loss and dam­
age events. This is essential to ensuring that 
compensation and support are allocated 
fairly and effectively.

Efforts are underway to expedite the 
adoption of new climate mechanisms. 
Notably, development banks are gearing up 
to launch a task force for debt-for-nature 
swaps, intending to amplify initiatives that 
enable developing countries to exchange 
debt for commitments to safeguard crucial

The author is the executive director of 
Swiss-based ARCOWA and a former execu­
tive director of the International Water 
Association. The author contributed this
article to China Watch, a think tank pow­
ered by China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

way to reduce flood damages. As China will 
be hit more frequently by stronger 
typhoons leading to costly flooding, apply­
ing the room for the river approach and 
restoring floodplain wetlands could well be 
a critical part of its adaptation to climate 
change.

Avoiding further wetland loss will also be 
critical for biodiversity conservation and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
Although healthy wetlands act as both 
sources and sinks of greenhouse gases, 
draining wetlands causes a significant 
release of carbon-dioxide and methane — a 
powerful greenhouse gas driving climate 
change. Restoring wetlands, on the other 
hand, can help fix carbon, reduce green­
house gas emissions and be part of climate 
mitigation action. For man-made wetlands, 
such as rice paddies, changing the water 
regime during the cultivation period could 
slash methane emissions without reducing 
crop yield. To take actions, such as a change 
in land management, however, local farm­
ers need to be provided with guidance and 
stimulus to make the switch.

A part of such stimulus could come from 
fanners being allowed to sell the carbon 
emissions they have avoided through 
changing their practices. This new source 
of income is likely to become a critical ele­
ment for conserving and restoring wet­
lands around the world. To scale this up, 
however, major efforts are needed to estab­
lish effective legislation and instruments to 
ensure high-quality carbon off-sets are pro­
duced and traded in both regulated and 
voluntary carbon markets. The develop­
ment of dedicated carbon registries and 
trading platforms, through which wetland 
carbon credits can be traded, will prove to 
be vital for providing wetlands a lifeline. 

As we celebrate World Wetlands Day, it is 
paramount for governments and communi­
ties at all levels to seize the opportunity to 
step up and initiate practical action for the 
preservation and restoration of wetlands. 
By doing so, we safeguard not only the rich 
biodiversity these ecosystems hold but also 
enhance the use of the services they pro­
vide which benefit people, societies and 
economies around the world.

ecosystems. Such a mechanism could pro­
vide financial resources and free up resour­
ces from debtor countries while helping 
protect natural resources and biodiversity. 
Also, in the absence of sufficient resources 
to respond to losses and damage independ­
ently, some vulnerable countries may con­
sider using the International Monetary 
Fund’s Special Drawing Rights as a source 
of funding to support areas with severe 
losses and damage.

To harness the potential of the Loss and 
Damage Fund, greater international coop­
eration and collaboration are needed, 
which are essential to mobilizing the nec­
essary resources and ensuring the effec­
tive operation of the fund. This includes 
facilitating dialogue between developed 
and developing countries, promoting 
knowledge sharing, and strengthening 
partnerships with relevant organizations. 
Besides, supporting capacity-building 
efforts in vulnerable countries is vital to 
enhancing their ability to manage and 
adapt effectively to the impacts of climate 
change. This should include training, tech­
nical assistance and access to relevant 
technologies. In addition, regularly 
reviewing and evaluating the fund’s per­
formance is essential to ensuring its effec­
tiveness and to adapting to changing 
needs. This includes assessing the impact 
of funded projects, identifying areas for 
improvement and making necessary 
adjustments to the fund’s operations. 

The Loss and Damage Fund represents a 
critical step forward in addressing the dev­
astating impacts of climate change on vul­
nerable communities. Moving forward, 
addressing the funding gap, strengthening 
governance and transparency, and integrat­
ing loss and damage considerations into 
the broader climate finance framework are 
essential. While challenges remain, the 
establishment of the Loss and Damage 
Fund provides a beacon of hope and a 
means to address the devastating impacts 
of climate change.

Wang Yao is director-general of the Interna­
tional Institute of Green Finance at the Cen­
tral University of Finance and Economics. 
Shi Lin is a senior researcher and deputy 
director of the International. Cooperation 
and Research Department at the same insti­
tute. The authors contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by Chi­
na Daily. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

elebrated each year on Feb 2, 
World Wetlands Day is an annual 
moment to cherish the role wet­
lands play in people’s lives, neigh­

borhoods and societies. It is also a time to 
take stock of the progress being made in 
stopping the decline of wetlands and to dis­
cuss what more can be done to protect and 
restore these areas that play a critical role 
in climate mitigation and adaptation. 

Wetlands comprise a wide variety of wet 
land and water areas including, for exam­

ple, lakes, rivers, flood­
plains, marshes, swamps, 
lagoons and peatlands. 
They also include 
human-made wet areas 
such as rice paddies, fish­
ponds and salt pans. 
Wetlands are often phe­

nomenal buffers able to store large 
amounts of floodwaters and with that pro­
tect other areas from flooding. They are 
also recognized as mega-stores of biodiver­
sity, being the habitats of a great variety of 
plants, animals and other living organisms, 
and providers of a wealth of food, such as 
fish and rice, and building materials, such 
as reeds and clay. Furthermore, wetland 
ecosystems play a crucial role in maintain­
ing water quality, supporting biodiversity, 
mitigating and adapting to climate change, 
and providing livelihoods for millions of 
people worldwide.

Unfortunately, their valuable contribu­
tions to societies and economies have often 
been ignored. As a result, wetlands have 
been drained and converted into agricul­
tural, industrial or urban land for economic 
development. Over the past 50 years, more 
than one-third of all wetlands globally have 
been lost due to land conversion, pollution 
or over-extraction of resources. To combat 
wetland loss worldwide, governments from 
around the world established an interna­
tional treaty — the Ramsar Convention — 
which came into force in 1975. 

China is playing a leading role in wetland 
conservation and it is the current chair of 
the Ramsar Convention. China has adopted 
an ambitious 2022-30 national plan to 
implement its new wetlands legislation. 
This legislation, unique in the world, shows 
that China is a key player in the global 
effort to address climate change through 
the preservation and restoration of wet­
lands.

Building on international and national 
efforts, the key for operationalizing wetland 
conservation and restoration in China

he idea of a dedicated Loss and 
Damage Fund lias been a recur­
ring theme in global climate nego­
tiations for decades. Its roots can

be traced back to the early 1990s. Early pro­
posals were met with resistance from devel­
oped nations, who raised concerns about 
the precedent of compensation payments 
for climate change impacts. With the esca­
lating threat of climate change bringing to 
the forefront the devastating effects of loss 
and damage, particularly on vulnerable 
communities and nations disproportion­
ately affected by the climate crisis, the con­

cept of a loss and damage 
fund has gained momen­
tum over time. At the 
27th Conference of the 
Parties to the United 
Nations Framework Con­
vention on Climate 
Change (COP27) in 
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, 
in 2022, countries agreed 
to establish a dedicated 
Loss and Damage Fund 
for the first time, recogni­
zing the urgent need to 
address the irreversible 
losses and damages 
caused by climate 
change. Establishing the 
Loss and Damage Fund

marked a significant step forward in the 
global climate change agenda, acknowledg­
ing the immense suffering experienced by 
vulnerable communities and nations. 

Building upon the momentum generated 
at COP27, the 2023 COP28 climate summit 
in Dubai witnessed further progress on the 
Loss and Damage Fund. Member states 
gathered to finalize the operational struc­
ture and governance of the fund, ensuring 
its effectiveness and accessibility to those 
most in need. A key outcome of COP28 was 
allocating $700 million to the Loss and 
Damage Fund, a significant step toward 
addressing the funding gap that has hin­
dered its implementation. This initial injec­
tion of resources will allow the Loss and 
Damage Fund to commence its operations 
and support vulnerable countries facing 
the devastating impacts of climate change. 
The World Bank is set to manage the fund, 
with plans to begin disbursing finances as 
early as 2024.

Establishing the Loss and Damage Fund 
represents a watershed moment in the 
global climate change response. However,
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Wetlands are critically important ecosystems whose protection 
and restoration must be stepped up

COP28 was a turning point for loss and damage funds to 
help the most vulnerable communities and nations
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Qin Wen, scriptwriter

Women and their cities
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megacities in which they live. In 
each city, I met around 10 women of 
various professional backgrounds 
to talk in depth before taking photos 
and filming them,” she says.

Gfeller captures the women in 
both urban and natural settings. She 
takes photos, films them, and records

Contact the writer at
xufan@chinadaily.com.cn

A

their conversations as they walk. 
“Each took me to places where 

they have childhood memories, or 
where their present life takes them 
every day. This personal link created 
a special atmosphere. With my cam­
era, I tried to capture their thoughts, 
feelings, memories, desires, living 
presences and fantasies,” she says.

In her photos and videos, viewers 
often encounter women gazing 
thoughtfully at the city, shot from 
behind. Gfeller’s camera contem­
plates the women as they in turn 
contemplate the cityscape.

“I like to meet the inhabitants and 
confront their experiences with my 
own artistic vision,” she says. “I’m 
trying to find beauty and transform 
anonymity and loneliness into 
something joyful.”

Gfeller’s objective is not rooted in 
documentary reporting. Instead, 
she seeks inspiration from observed 
reality and reinterprets it through 
an artistic vision that is reconstruct­
ed and occasionally transformed 
into fiction.

“I want their stories to be inter­
preted in a poetic, sensory manner 
in a play of fixed images and images 
in movement, urban noise, natural 
sounds, voices and the intermin­
gling of words and silence.”

major exhibition in 2018 at the 
Guangdong Museum of Alt in 
Guangzhou. Gfeller says the positive 
response from a wide audience 
motivated her to continue the 
project in other cities.

“My focus is on the intersection 
between Chinese women and the

I like to meet the 
inhabitants and 
confront their 
experiences with my 
own artistic vision. 
I’m trying to find 
beauty and transform 
anonymity and 
loneliness into 
something joyful.”

very important in modern Chinese 
society. During shooting, she 
learned how the women perceive 
the new ways of life and how they 
find an anchor in their cities.

“The moment I pressed the shut­
ter, I felt like I became part of the 
city,” Gfeller says.

Ambassador of Switzerland to 
China Jurg Burri said at the opening 
ceremony, “Ms Gfeller cares very 
much about people, especially wom­
en in cities. Women’s issues are a 
global topic and I hope that more 
women’s voices will be heard.”

The exhibition is open to the pub­
lic until the end of March.

The 58-year-old artist is known 
for her focus on landscape photog­
raphy. Using techniques like mon­
tage, collage, and superimposition, 
she creates unique photographic 
artworks.

During her three-decade career in 
the art world, Gfeller has explored 
distant landscapes and cultures, 
drawing inspiration from her travels. 

In 2016, she started a project 
focusing on the role of women in 
Chinese megacities. This led to a

Between 2016 and 2019, Swiss art­
ist Catherine Gfeller embarked on a 
journey to a number of Chinese cit­
ies, weaving a narrative as she 
engaged with the stories of women 
from different backgrounds.

Her vision of the women, the 
challenges they confront, and their 
distinctive spirit are the focal points 
of the artist’s subsequent explora­
tions.

In the bustling streets of Guang­
zhou, Guangdong province, Hong 
Kong, Beijing and Kunming in Yun­
nan province, Gfeller found a means 
of exploring the essence of these 
urban landscapes by focusing her 
lens on women.

On Saturday, the Swiss embassy 
in Beijing unveiled a solo exhibition 
of the work that resulted, which 
spotlights the perspectives and voi­
ces of women. Through her lens, 
Gfeller skillfully establishes a dia­
logue and builds a bridge between 
the narratives of the women and the 
vibrancy of the cities they inhabit. 
Passing the Cities through the Lens 
of Women displays some of the 30 
results, including photographs, 
texts, and videos.

For Gfeller, women’s voices are

A
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almost five years, felt like climbing a 
mountain. You couldn’t turn your 
head, otherwise you’d feel scared,” 
says Qin.

For the first time in her scriptwrit­
ing career, Qin moved to live along­
side the cast and crew on the set in 
suburban Shanghai during the 
three-year shoot between 2020 and 
2022. She wrote temporary revi­
sions to the script every night, per 
Wong’s request, in preparation for 
the next day’s filming.

Flashing through her mind as 
some of the most difficult and chal­
lenging moments, Qin recalls that 
she once stayed on the set until 2 am 
and walked alone on an empty street 
to deliver the revised script to Wong. 

Despite the high-intensity sched­
ule, Qin says she learned a lot from 
the prestigious director. Wong, who is 
energetic and a stickler for details, did 
a great deal of preparation and often 
slept only three to four hours a day.

“Wong Kar-wai is a bit like a baby­
sitter. He read many books and doc­
uments about Shanghai in the early 
1990s, enough to fill the shelves on 
four walls. He tagged sections in the 
books, to remind us to read the most 
important content and help us all, 
including the prop, costume and set 
designers, develop a better under­
standing,” Qin says.

Considered by some critics as 
Wong’s love letter to Shanghai, the 
city shot through his lens evokes a 
feeling that is both familiar and 
fresh. While showing landmarks like 
the Bund and the Oriental Pearl 
Tower, the drama also presents 
Shanghai’s cityscape in a brighter 
and more radiant manner, as if the 
city has been burnished by the mem­
ory of someone who loves it deeply. 

In an early promotional video, the 
65-year-old Wong said that he had 
been bom in Shanghai before mov­
ing to Hong Kong with his parents 
later. Having visited the city con­
stantly over the past few decades, he 
has reconnected with many rela­
tives, including his elder brother, 
sister, and over 20 cousins, and this 
experience became a driving force 
behind producing the drama.

For Hu Ge, who was born in 
Shanghai and graduated from the 
Shanghai Theatre Academy, the dra­
ma provided an opportunity to gain 
a deeper understanding of the city 
where he grew up and lived, he said 
during a recent seminar in Beijing. 

“When I was reading Jin’s novel, I 
wondered if I really was a Shanghai 
native. It seemed that my impression 
of the city was a bit shallow and one­
sided,” Hu says, explaining that he 
would even look online when asked 
by friends from other cities to recom­
mend restaurants or things to buy.

Mentioning that many readers 
view the novel as an encyclopedia of 
Shanghai, Hu said that he feels that 
his perception of Shanghai has now 
become more three-dimensional, 
and he can understand the lives 
lived by his parents’ generation.

Buaiang, a phrase that means 
“keeping silent” and which repre­
sents the concept of keeping a low 
profile in the Shanghai dialect, is 
one of the most frequently heard 
phrases in the drama. Ironically, the 
show’s popularity lias caused the 
phrase to make a loud splash, as 
some fans on major review sites like 
Douban, where Wong’s drama has 
received a rating of 8.5 out of 10, 
have commented.

n late January, scriptwriter Qin 
Wen visited Beijing to attend a 
meeting about her popular TV 
series, Blossoms Shanghai.

Staying at a hotel located near the 
East Third Ring Road, she experi­
enced a funny moment during din­
ner at the hotel restaurant.

As a waitress handed her the 
menu, she made an unexpected sug­
gestion. ‘Would you like to try the 
stir-fried beef with rice noodles? It 
tastes the same way Boss Bao pre­
fers.”

Qin couldn’t help but laugh. Boss 
Bao, aka All Bao, is the handsome, 
charismatic protagonist played by 
A-list actor Hu Ge on the show, 
which is arguably the most popular 
TV series at the moment.

As the first television drama by 
Hong Kong’s Wong Kar-wai, a legend­
ary director known for classic movies 
like The Grand Master and Chung­
king Express, the 30-episode series 
concluded its first run on CCTV-8 last 
month, earning itself a huge fan base 
and becoming something of a cultur­
al phenomenon.

Adapted from Shanghai writer Jin 
Yucheng’s Mao Dun Literature Prize­
winning novel, Fan Hua (Blossoms), 
the series — which primarily takes 
place between 1993 and 1994 — fol­
lows the journey of Ah Bao, an ambi­
tious everyman opportunist who 
rises to become a legendary figure in 
the city’s most elite commercial cir­
cles. Aside from emphasizing his 
ability to seize opportunities in the 
stock and foreign trade markets, the 
plot also follows his subtle, and 
ambiguously romance-like relation­
ships with three women.

The craze the drama has stirred 
up has led to tourists flocking to the 
show’s locations, such as the Fair­
mont Peace Hotel, which is where 
he rents a luxurious room to do busi­
ness, and Huanghe Road, which was 
lined with the most high-end restau­
rants in the 1990s.

Other examples include fens wait­
ing in long queues outside restau­
rants to order a plate of fried pork 
chops with rice cakes, a traditional 
Shanghai dish that Boss Bao always 
orders for his dinners with Wang 
Mingzhu (played by 'lang Yan), one of 
the three principal female characters. 

The drama’s popularity even 
extends to its soundtrack. Jacky 
Cheung, one of Hong Kong’s most 
famous singers, performed Steal 
One’s Heart at his show in Quan­
zhou, Fujian province, on Jan 19. 
The song, which Cheung had only 
sung in public a few times since its 
release in 1994, was added to the 
concert after it was used to set the 
atmosphere during one particularly 
heartbreaking scene, lending it 
newfound popularity.

“Honestly, I didn’t anticipate the 
drama would achieve such huge 
success,” Qin says, during an inter­
view with China Daily.

As a seasoned scriptwriter with 
over two decades of experience in 
the TV industry, Qin says that she 
was quite surprised to receive a call 
to write the script for Wong in 2017. 

“I have been an ardent fen of his 
for many years. I was excited because 
it was a rare opportunity to meet my 
idol, but even then I wasn’t sure if I 
would be picked in the end,” she says. 

Interestingly, when Qin walked 
into the meeting room and saw 
several middle-aged men in front 
of her, she momentarily failed to 
recognize Wong, who is famous for 
wearing sunglasses to public 
events, as he was only wearing a

Top: Blossoms Shanghai, one of 
the most popular TV series this 
year, features actor Hu Ge (right) 
as an opportunist-tumed-busi- 
ness legend, and veteran actor 
You Benchang as the protago­
nist's mentor in the commercial 
world. Clockwise from bottom 
left: Stills that feature Wang 
Mingzhu (played by Tang Yan), 
a straightforward foreign trade 
company's staffer, who harbors 
romantic feelings for the protag­
onist; and Lingzi (played by Ma 
Yili), a restaurant operator who 
also develops romantic feelings 
for the protagonist; and a poster 
for the series. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Passing the Cities through the Lens of Women, a solo exhibition by 
Swiss artist Catherine Gfeller, is being held at the Swiss embassy in 
Beijing, photos provided to china daily
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pair of ordinary glasses.
After working with the director 

for almost five years on Blossoms 
Shanghai — for which Wong 
acquired the film copyright in 2013 
— Qin describes the project as the 
most time-consuming and exhaust­
ing of her career.

Normally, a writer finishes the 
script before the shoot and pays lim­
ited visits to the set. However, this 
norm completely changed while 
working with Wong, who is known 
for his deliberate filming pace, for 
rarely allowing actors to read the 
entire script before shooting, and for 
making frequent revisions on set

“I believe that most of us working 
with Wong for the first time were 
curious and nervous to be part of 
the project. Personally, the script­
writing process, which lasted

Popular TV drama directed 
by the legendary Wong 
Kar-wai is both love song 
and nostalgic salute to city 
and era, Xu Fan reports.

4
Personally, the 
scriptwriting process, 
which lasted almost 
five years, felt like 
climbing a mountain. 
You couldn’t turn 
your head, otherwise 
you’d feel scared.”
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Fromleft: The crew from China Art Museum (Shanghai) prepare the exhibition. Visitors at the exhibition featuring art masters WuGuanzhong and Lin Fengmian. photos bygao erqiang / china oaily

T Shanghai exhibition
paints picture of change
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By ZHANG KUN in Shanghai

i f r
j

-i

ac

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/15/2024 12:15:10 PM

1

Sifl

Contact the writer at
zhangkun@chinadaily.com.cn

he latest exhibition at the 
China Art Museum (Shang­
hai) opened on Saturday is 
the largest ever showcase

of two modern Chinese masters: Lin 
Fengmian (1900-91) and Wu Guan- 
zhong (1919-2010).

Pictures of China: Artworks by 
Lin Fengmian and Wu Guanzhong 
presents 200 paintings, sketches 
and other work by the artists that 
cover the different phases of their 
careers, says Wang Yichuan, Party 
secretary of the China Art Museum 
(Shanghai), which was previously 
known as the Shanghai Art Muse­

modernizing traditional ink paint­
ing,” says Xiang Liping, executive 
curator of the exhibition.

While some of the artist’s water­
colors reflect the influence of con­
temporary European masters, such 
as Matisse and Cezanne, his por­
traits of ancient Chinese women, 
landscape paintings with birds, and 
countiy life scenes, display a harmo­
nious combination between Chi­
nese philosophy and Western art.

The Hangzhou National College 
of Art, where Lin was the founding 

Pictures of China: Artworks by 
Un fengmian and IVu Guanzhong 

China Art Museum (Shanghai),
205 Shangnan Road, Pudong new 

district, Shanghai. 
Tue-Sun, 10 am-6 pm 

(last entry by 5 pm) Jan 27-May 5. 

Tel: 400-921-9021

mouth. The creature’s horns point 
backward, and a little parcel is tied 
on one of them, as if the dragon is 
bearing gifts or blessings to the 
world.

Coral has long been considered 
precious and auspicious in many 
parts of the world, and is widely 
used in jewelry and decorative 
design. Beautiful as it is, this dragon 
has never been on public display at 
the Shanghai Museum. “That’s 
mainly' because it is modern, and 
not as old as most of the artifacts in

The Shanghai Museum is cele­
brating the upcoming Lunar New 
Year with new exhibition, Longing 
for Spring A Celebration of the Year 
of the Dragon.

Opened on Jan 26, the exhibition 
is designed around eight objects, 
five from the museum’s collection 
and three borrowed from the Liaon­
ing Provincial Institute of Cultural 
Relics and Archaeology and the 
Xi’an Museum in Shaanxi province. 

The dragon, or long in Chinese, is 
the only mythical creature among 
the 12 Chinese zodiac signs. It has 
been present in legends for thou­
sands of years, and is recognized as a 
national totem and has a long-held 
spiritual importance in Chinese cul­
ture, according to Chu Xiaobo, 
director of the Shanghai Museum. 

According to the legends, the 
dragon is capable of changing its 
size and visibility at will. It can be 
found flying through the clouds on 
the spring equinox (chunfen), or 
hiding in water on the autumn equi­
nox (qiuferi). Its potent and mysteri­
ous powers — particularly its 
control over rain — were central to

2003. It has a large head, with point­
ed ears and protruding jaws. Jue 
objects are widely believed to be the 
earliest images of the dragon, and 
archaeologists have speculated that 
the image could originally have 
been based on a pig, bear' or even a 
silkworm.

The most recent piece is a pink 
coral dragon dating to the late 19th 
century. Made from a single branch 
of coral, it depicts a dragon swim­
ming with its head turned back, 
with a movable ball in its open

as if it is dancing.
This is the sixth consecutive year 

that the museum is presenting a 
Lunar New Year exhibition, featur­
ing zodiac animals. This year’s, 
despite its modest size, includes 
dragons from the Neolithic to the 
modern periods, and from abstract 
imagery to figurative.

“We hope that visitors will find 
the versatile representation of the 
dragon in Chinese culture imperial 
and solemn, as well as vivid, attract­
ive and lovable,” Chu Xin says.

Largest ever show demonstrates the deep impact of two modern 
masters on traditional and modern Chinese art, Zhang Kun reports.

our collection,” Chu Xin explains.
She introduces a flat vase from the 

reign of Emperor Qfanlong (1736- 
1795). It is a blue-and-white vase 
with two handles, and depicts a car­
mine red dragon in clouds. The 
shape originates in nomadic culture, 
where water bottles were tied via 
handles onto horses, she says. Car­
mine red pigment was introduced to 
China from Europe in the 1700s, and 
lias been used in ceramics since.

The red dragon on the vase looks 
especially lively, its four feet spread

principal, nurtured some of the 
country’s most celebrated modern 
masters, among them Wu Guan­
zhong and Chu Teh-Chun.

In 1946, Wu won a government 
scholarship to study art at the Ecole 
Nationale Superieure des Beaux 
Arts. He was fascinated by what he 
saw in France, and took a great 
interest in European modern art. 
Wu returned to China in 1950 and 
began to teach at the Central Acade­
my of Fine Art in Beijing, before 
moving to Tsinghua University and 

warehouse of Shanghai Chinese 
Painting Academy?’ he says.

The exhibition of Lin’s paintings, 
which cover the most important 
phases of his career and include a 
hanging scroll dating to the 1930s 
borrowed from the Guangzhou Art 
Museum, provide a great opportuni­
ty for art lovers and collectors to 
experience die artist’s portfolio, 
Chen adds.

Lin was the son of a stonemason 
from modern-day Meizhou in 
Guangdong province. He displayed 
an early fascination for art and 
learned traditional Chinese paint­
ing techniques as a child. After mid­
dle school, he won a scholarship to 
study in France, where he attended 
the Dijon Art College and later the 
Ecole Nationale Superieure des 
Beaux-Arts in Paris. His paintings 
were exhibited at Paris’ Salon 
d’Automne for two consecutive 
years.

In 1926, he returned to China and 
was invited by Cai Yuanpei (1868- 
1940) to be the principal of the 
National Beijing Fine Art School, 
and later the first principal of the 
Hangzhou National College of Art in 
Zhejiang province, which is known 
today as the China Academy of Art. 

Lin believed that Chinese art 
should break away from the stylized 
tradition of the literati and elite aes­
thetics, and get involved in real life. 

“With his studies in France, Lin 
developed fresh perspectives for 
Chinese art, and, returning to 
China, he embarked on a path of
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later to the Central Institute of Arts 
and Crafts in Beijing.

Throughout his artistic career, Wu 
constantly searched for authentic 
Chinese expressions in oil painting. 

“Between the 1950s and ’70s, he 
tried to incorporate Chinese aes­
thetics in oil painting, creating 
many rural life scenes,” Xiang says. 
“This laid a solid foundation for the 
arrival of his mature phase, when he 
developed an ingenious approach to 
lines, planes, and dots in landscape 
paintings, achieving a synthesis of 
Western elements with traditional 
Chinese painting.”

Standing at the crossroads 
between China and the West, inher­
itance and innovation, tradition and 
modernity, both artists chose to 
combine Chinese philosophy and 
aesthetics with the techniques 
developed by Western art, and facili­
tated the modernization of tradi­
tional Chinese ink painting, and the 
localization of oil painting, Xiang 
adds.

They incorporated lively folk art 
and contemporary elements into lit- 
erati-dominated traditional Chinese 
painting, breaking its monolithic 
and rigid standards.

“This opened new pathways for 
tiie development of Chinese paint­
ing, allowing for the emergence of a 
diverse modern ink art ecosystem,” 
Xiang says. “They unveiled new pos­
sibilities in Chinese ink art and oil 
painting for the whole world.”

Entering the exhibition hall, visi­
tors will find themselves standing in 
front of tiie major questions faced 
by the two masters: Where is Chi­
nese art heading, and what a Chi­
nese artist can do today. From there, 
they can choose to turn left to view 
Wu’s art, or turn right to view Lin’s. 

The final section deals with the 
impact of both artists, displaying 
work produced by their friends and 
disciples, as well as a selection of 
their letters, and other forms of 
artistic communication.

The museum will host a series of 
educational programs during the 
exhibition, including lectures, work­
shops and concerts, as well as guid­
ed tours of tiie former residences of 
both artists.

agricultural society. The auspicious 
creature was historically associated 
with tiie East, and used as a symbol 
to represent imperial power, Chu 
says, explaining the significance of 
tiie dragon in Chinese culture.

Dragons can be found throughout 
ancient Chinese art and there are 
many objects bearing the image of 
the dragon in the Shanghai Muse­
um’s collection. So many that Chu 
Xin, deputy director of the exhibi­
tion department of Shanghai Muse­
um, says they picked over 400 
artifacts as part of the preliminary 
selection for the exhibition.

Eventually, tiie museum chose 
five objects from its collection and 
borrowed two Tang Dynasty (618- 
907) artifacts from the Xi’an Muse­
um and a jade Jue dragon from the 
Liaoning Provincial Institute of Cul­
tural Relics and Archaeology. The 
eight artifacts are on display in the 
museum’s ground floor lobby.

The jade Jue dragon dates back 
around 7,000 years to the Neolithic 
period between 5,500 BC to 5,000 
BC. It is an object from the late 
Hongshan culture period, and was 
unearthed at the Niuheliang site in 
Chaoyang, Liaoning province, in
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From left: The Dance by Lin Fengmian and Urban Loveby Wu Guanzhong are among the works on 
display, photos provided to china daily
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From left: Gold dragon and the silver chain with gilded bronze dragon heads, both being among the Tang Dynasty (618-907) collection of 
the Xi’an Museum. Visitors appreciate a coral dragon of the modem period, part of the collection of the Shanghai Museum, at The Longing
for Spring: A Celebration of the Year of the Dragon exhibition, photos by gao erqiang / china daily
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The exhibition is being hosted in 

collaboration with the Tsinghua 
University Art Museum, the Shang­
hai Chinese Painting Academy and 
the Shanghai Artists Association.

Both men studied in France, and 
returned to make significant contri­
butions to the modernization of Chi­
nese art, according to Chen Xiang, 
museum director and chief curator 
of the exhibition. French arts and 
culture left a great impact on them, 
and the exhibition is being held as 
one of the events marking the 
China-France Year of Culture and 
Tourism.

Lin and Wu left large collections of 
paintings in Shanghai. Wu donated 
many of his to the Shanghai Art 
Museum, which held two important 
retrospectives of the artist in 2006 
and 2010. Wu’s family donated a 
third batch of paintings to the muse­
um after his death, as Wu recognized 
the development of the city’s ait 
scene, explains Yang Qi, deputy 
director of the Shanghai Chinese Ait 
Academy.

Lin worked at the Shanghai Chi­
nese Art Academy for many years. 
He handpicked around 100 paint­
ings and had them stored at the 
academy before leaving Shanghai 
for Hong Kong in 1977 He later 
donated them to tiie academy, 
together with another 118 paintings. 
The hand-chosen selection is stan­
dard art market examples of Lin 
Fengmian paintings, Chen explains, 
adding that in the past, Lin Fengmi­
an fakes often appeared at auctions 
and art fairs. “Sometimes, they were 
done so well that I would not have 
been able to tell if I didn’t know that 
the original painting was in the
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he China NCPA Chorus, 
die resident chorus of 
the National Centre for 
the Performing Arts, will

launch its first independent sea­
son since it was established on 
Dec 8,2009.

On Monday, the yearlong 
schedule of the China NCPA Cho­
rus was announced at the NCPA, 
under the theme of the “Voice of 
Harmony”.

“In our diversity of artistic pro­
grams, such as choral concerts, 
operas, symphonic concerts, 
audiences can experience how 
wonderful and powerful choral 
works are. We are excited to 
showcase the progress and 
growth of the China NCPA Cho­
rus with programs arranged 
throughout this year,” said 
Zhang Yao, vice-president of the 
NCPA, in Beijing on Monday.

The concerts include Chinese 
music — folk songs, art songs 
and contemporary work — as 
well as choral arrangements of 
classic opera arias, and will be 
held at the three venues of the 
NCPA.

On Thursday, under the baton 
of conductor Lyu Jia, the China 
NCPA Chorus will perform the 
choral symphony, Beijing Canta­
ta, composed by Meng Weidong 
and Tang Jianping, with lyrics by 
Zou Jingzhi.

Featuring five movements, the 
piece, commissioned by the 
NCPA in 2018, and which pre­
miered in 2019, portrays the 
beauty of the ancient capital. 
Each of the five movements is 
named after an iconic landmark 
in the city, such as Tianqiao, the 
old entertainment area, Yong- 
dingmen, the front gate of Bei­
jing’s old city wall, also known as 
the Gate of Perpetual Peace, and 
Tiantan, the Temple of Heaven. 

“I have written for movies, TV 
dramas and operas. It was quite 
challenging to write the libretto 
for a symphonic choral piece. I 
tried to make it sound like a 
poem, an ode to the city where I 
have lived for about 70 years,” 
says Zou.

The 72-year-old has previously 
collaborated with the NCPA on 
its opera productions, The Chi­
nese Orphan and Az Shi.

Soloists, including soprano Li 
Xintong, tenor Wang Chong, 
Peking Opera actor Wang Chao, 
and xihe dagu performer Zhao 
Ning, feature in the Beijing Can­
tata. Xihe dagu is a traditional 
art form combining storytelling 
and drum playing.

Zou Jingzhi lias written the 
lyrics for another new piece, Afew 
Bhythm of Chinese Classical, 
with music by composer Zou Ye, 
which will be premiered by con­
ductor Jiao Miao and the China 
NCPA Chorus on Dec 8 this year 
in the concert celebrating the 
15 th anniversary of the China 
NCPA Chorus.

According to Zou Jingzhi, the 
new choral piece is adapted from 
four ancient Chinese composi­
tions: Three Stanzas of Plum 
Blossoms, Su Wu the Shepherd, A 
Parting Tune With a Thrice 
Repeated Refrain, and A Night of 
Flowers and Moonlight by the 
SpringRiver.

“I am really intrigued by the 
idea of turning ancient Chinese 
music into choral pieces, which 
will allow the audience to rei­
magine these great works in an 
easy and beautiful way,” says 
Zou Jingzhi, adding that he 
hopes to create more choral pie­
ces based on old Chinese music. 

To bring old poems to life 
through choral singing, a con­
cert will be staged at the NCPA 
on May 24 and 25 under the 
baton of conductor Meng Huan, 
in which the China NCPA Chorus

will perform music adapted 
from poems, such as Written on a 
Rainy Night to My Wife in the 
North, by Li Shangyin, a poet of 
the Tang Dynasty (618-907), with 
music composed by Meng Wei­
dong, and The Lantern Festival 
Night, by Southern Song era 
(1127-1279) poet Xin Qiji, with 
music composed by Li Yan.

The Journey Like a Song, a con­
ceit conducted by Zheng Jian and 
performed by the chorus, will be 
staged twice on Nov 9 and 10 to 
mark the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the People’s Republic 
of China. Contemporary Chinese 
music will be performed, including 
A New World by composer Shu 
Nan with lyrics by Wen Yi, and 
Aspire, composed by Yin Qing 
with lyrics by Tian Di.

As this year sees the 60th anni­
versary of the establishment of 
China-France diplomatic rela­
tions, two concerts will be held 
on July 6 and 7 with arias select­
ed from classic operas by French 
composers. Under the baton of 
conductor Li Xincao, the China 
NCPA Chorus will sing Angel 
Adorable from Romeo et Juliette 
by Charles Gounod, and Sous le 
dome epais (Flower Duet) from 
Lakme by Leo Delibes.

“The sound of choral singing 
can be intensely beautiful. There 
is a great choral tradition in the 
country, from young people in 
the schools to senior people in 
the parks,” says Lyu Jia, artistic 
director of the NCPA and chief 
conductor of the China NCPA 
Orchestra. “With choral singing, 
we can learn a wide range of pie­
ces from different cultures. We 
also feel the joy of singing 
through choral music, which, 
like dancing, is the most basic 
way of enjoying art and express­
ing ourselves.”

On May 15 and 16, Lyu will 
lead the China NCPA Chorus 
in a performance of classical 
Western choral works, such as 
Magnificent by Bach, Widmung 
by Schumann, and The Nightin­
gale by Rachmaninoff.

When the China NCPA Chorus 
was founded, Wu Lingfen, a 
famous choral music conductor, 
was invited to train the young 
chorus and help it to grow. On 
Aug 6 and 7, the 78-year-old will 
return to the NCPA to conduct 
pieces such as the Russian folk 
song, Song of the Volga Boatman, 
Indonesian folk song, Hela 
Rotan, and Irish folk song, Dan­
ny Boy.

“During the past 15 years, the 
chorus has performed over 60 
operas. With a large repertoire, it 
has learned to sing in different 
languages, and has a veiy hectic 
schedule,” says Jiao, the resident 
conductor. “I joined the chorus 
right after I graduated from the 
China Conservatory of Music, 
where I studied with Wu. Forme, 
it was like growing up with the 
chorus.”

Lou Yihan joined in 2023 as 
part of the soprano section. She 
began to sing in the chorus when 
she was about 8 years old. As a 
student, she performed twice at 
the NCPA

“In 2010, when I was 10 years 
old, I performed at the NCPA for 
the first time. The building 
impressed me and I dreamed 
about performing here again,” 
recalls Lou. “In 2015, after per­
forming at the NCPA for the sec­
ond time, I decided to become a 
professional choral singer. Now, 
my dream has come true.”

Besides concerts in Beijing, 
the China NCPA Chorus will also 
tour nationwide this year, follow­
ing its first national tour last year.

Lyu Jia, artistic director of the 
NCPA and chief conductor of 
the China NCPA Orchestra

Stone
Second 
Thoughts

Working in news media. I’m 
privileged to travel around the 
country and gain access to 
inheritors of intangible cultur­
al heritage. Cultural preserva­
tion is vital work, and the more 
I learn about it, the more I 
realize how many mechanisms 
need to be in place to make it a 
successful venture. It goes far 
beyond an artist and his craft 
It’s an entire ecosystem that 
ranges from the highest levels 
of government policy, to partic­
ipation by local communities. 

As the only province in China 
with no plains, Guizhou’s ter­
rain presents an incredible 
challenge to the work of pro­
tecting the province’s intangible 
cultural heritage. Generations 

of master crafts­
men have lived 
isolated in small 
tillages, largely 
cut off from the 
rest of the coun­
try. Before pre­

Stephanie serving cultural 
crafts could even 
be considered, 
infrastructure 
was needed.

Now that there is access to 
the villages and the craft mas­
ters have been identified and 
bestowed with the title of 
“national level inheritor” how 
best to utilize their strengths? 
The master-apprentice model 
of learning a craft is all but 
obsolete in today’s world. So 
these ancient arts must be 
incorporated into the education 
system, or offered in training 
workshops or intensive sum­
mer camps that work toward a 
degree program or fit into a 
young person’s modern life. 

From there the craft must be 
promoted, demonstrating its 
value to the public. This in 
itself takes many forms. One is 
leveraging online streaming 
platforms and e-commerce, so 
people can both appreciate the 
craft and purchase works. Oth­
er modalities may include doc­
umentaries on the master and 
his craft, using virtual reality 
and other immersive technolo­
gies in a kind of digital muse­
um. The onus here is on 
private or government enter­
prises as, of the around 2,000 
inheritors, most are in their 
70s and don’t have (nor should 
they be expected to have) the 
technological know-how to 
produce such things. 

Then, of course, there’s cul­
tural tourism. China’s been 
leaning pretty heavily into that 
modality as it’s also tied into 
poverty alleviation and rural 
vitalization. This requires addi­
tional infrastructure and buy- 
in from the local community 
who may discover in them­
selves an entrepreneurial spirit 
and establish B&Bs, restau­
rants serving local dishes and 
paying villagers to perform tra­
ditional dances and songs.

There must be marketing to 
attract visitors and that 
becomes a much more complex 
task if you also want to attract 
international buyers or visitors. 

The boon to all these endeav­
ors however is die economic 
benefit. Whole tallages have 
been lifted out of extreme pover­
ty as a result Some livestreamers 
have gained fame by showcasing 
local crafts, and breakthroughs 
in technology have been made in 
efforts to preserve intangible 
cultural heritage. 

The challenges, of course, 
are time, money and resources 
of which there never seems to 
be enough. Overtourism is also 
legitimate concern, as is the 
issue of towing the line 
between authenticity and com­
modification.

From high-level policies to 
motivated entrepreneurs and 
everything in between, pre­
serving thousands of years of 
culture is no small task, but it 
is a joy of my job to see the 
processes at work and under 
development.

Top: The China NCPA Chorus celebrates its 15th birthday with an 
inaugural performance to open this year's season. Middle and 
above: The chorus stages two concerts at the National Centre for the 
Performing Arts in Beijing on Dec 2 and 3 last year, to mark its 14th 
birthday. Below: The China NCPA Chorus, the resident chorus of the 
National Centre for the Performing Arts, photos provided to china daily
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The sound of choral 
singing can be 
intensely beautiful. 
There is a great choral 
tradition in the 
country, from young 
people in the schools 
to senior people in the 
parks.”
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Voice of Harmony’ sets the 
stage for yearlong series of 
performances by the China 
NCPA Chorus, Chen Nan reports.
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