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Chinese firms shine at
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Innovative offerings, products draw worldwide attention See Recovery, page 3
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objectives with the desire for bet­
ter living conditions, and some 
national pride. It is also recogni­
tion that much more work is need­
ed in the coming years and 
decades, as the country needs to 
simultaneously address air, water 
and land pollution, greenhouse 
gas emissions, biodiversity loss, 
plastic and chemical pollution, 
and much more. 

This new policy document is 
important, as it was issued at die 
highest level and spells out a num­
ber of key targets.

For example, electric vehicles 
are set to account for 45 percent of 
the sales of new cars by 2027. 
China is a leader in the production 
and sales of EVs, with about 60

percent of the global total. This is 
the first national level target for 
the overall share of EV sales, 
giving a major boost to not only 
the EV sector, but also the 
booming and rapidly evolving 
battery industry. It follows 
another recent government 
document promoting the 
integration of EVs with renewable 
energy in the power grid.

Tremendous progress has been 
made with electric cars, scooters 
and buses in China’s big cities in 
recent years. The majority of taxis, 
and almost all e-commerce 
delivery scooters and minivans, 
are now electric.

In the first weeks of this year, 
China’s central government issued 
a policy document clarifying what 
is meant by building a “Beautiful 
China”, and setting a broad range 
of environmental targets through 
2035 and even beyond. 

The document covers everything 
from controlling pollution to pro­
tecting habitats and reducing cli­
mate emissions. Many of the goals 
are ambitious, which is very timely, 
given the urgency of the environ­
mental crises facing the world. 

For some, it may be easy to foiget 
that people in China still face a 
number of environmental challen­
ges. Real-time air quality data first 
became available in 2013, and it 
shocked many people. Resolute

By MA SI
masi@chinadaily.com.cn

government action followed, and 
the national average concentration 
of PM2 J5 — particulate matter of 2.5 
microns in diameter or smaller that 
is harmful to health — fell from 72 
micrograms per cubic meter of air 
in 2013 to 29 in 2022. This sets a 
powerful example of what can be 
achieved through improved envi­
ronmental transparency, govern­
ance and law.

Building a “Beautiful China” has 
become a priority for China’s lead­
ership. It links environmental

aking advantage of the Bei­
jing 2022 Olympics’ legacy, 
the 14th National Winter 

Games have delivered another huge 
boost to the popularity and status of 
winter sports in China.

With thrills and chills over 10 
days, China’s highest-level winter 
sports gala capped its largest-ever 
staging in Hulunbuir, Inner Mongo­
lia autonomous region, on Tuesday 
to widespread acclaim.

For the first time in its history, the 
games, which were delayed due to 
the pandemic, saw a broad repre­
sentation of the country’s demo­
graphics. A record number of over 
3,700 athletes from 35 delegations, 
including provinces from the warm

Chinese policymakers will likely 
prioritize the recovery of demand 
this year as a crucial step to pro­
mote steady economic growth, 
while fine-tuning of housing mar­
ket policy and a further easing in 
macroeconomic policies are neces­
sary, economists and experts said. 

The comments come as focus 
turns on how China will draw up 
key economic targets and policies 
to push the world’s second-largest 
economy through challenges at 
home and abroad when the coun­
try’s top legislature and top politi­
cal advisory body meet early next 
month at the annual two sessions. 

Experts highlighted the lack of 
demand as the most urgent and 
prominent challenge that deserves 
policymakers’ attention, as the 
year-on-year growth of China’s con­
sumer price index, a main gauge of 
inflation, stayed negative for four 
consecutive months for the first 
time since 2009 as of January. 

“The main challenge feeing the 
Chinese economy is insufficient 
demand, as well as the resultant 
weakening of expectations, with 
the subdued housing sector a main 
reason for the situation,” said Xu 
Gao, chief economist at BOC Inter­
national.

Boosting demand should be tak­
en as a key means to stabilize eco­
nomic growth, Xu said, adding that 
it is necessary to fine-tune the focus 
of property sector support policy to 
addressing property developers’ 
financing woes.

Farmers across Europe continue 
protests despite steps to appease
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©2024 All Rights 
Reserved

’ .4 & 1

Li Peng, senior vice-president of 
Huawei, said, “The combination of 
5G-A, artificial intelligence and 
cloud computing will help nurture 
new growth drivers.” Li added that 
the technology can help address 
challenges that 5G cannot solve in 
certain application scenarios before 
the commercialization of 6G.

Eager to tap into die huge poten­
tial, China Mobile, the world’s larg­
est telecom carrier in terms of 
mobile subscribers, announced at 
the tech show that it will start 
deploying 5G-A commercial net­
work in more than 300 Chinese cit­
ies this year, which would make its 
scale the largest in the world.

Yang Jie, chairman of China 
Mobile, said the company has made 
progress in experimenting with new 
5G-A applications. For instance, 
over 4 million users in China are 
now using a new calling service that 
can support automatic translation 
and other Al functions during ultra- 
high-definition video calls.

Xiang Ligang, director-general of 
the Information Consumption Alli­
ance, a telecommunications indus­
try association in China, said the 
progress comes amid the country’s

Chinese technology companies 
are in the limelight at the ongoing 
Mobile World Congress 2024, a 
major telecommunications indus­
try event in Barcelona, Spain, as 
they showcase their latest innova­
tions to explore new business 
opportunities and gain a wider 
presence in Europe and beyond.

The event, which runs from Mon­
day to Thursday, has attracted more 
than 300 Chinese companies, 
almost twice as many as last year. 
The enterprises are displaying their 
latest products, from upgraded 5G 
portfolios and artificial intelligence- 
powered smartphones to smart cars 
and augmented-reality devices.

The robust participation under­
scores Chinese companies’ willing­
ness for global collaboration and 
their technological prowess in stra­
tegic industries, despite the increase 
in the United States’ arbitrary tech 
sanctions on them, experts said.

According to the GSMA, an 
industry group representing the 
world’s biggest mobile phone oper­
ators and the organizer of MWC

He suggested the country set 
aside special relief funds for the real 
estate industry to the tune of 1 tril­
lion yuan ($138.9 billion) to 2 tril­
lion yuan to help ease the credit 
risks feeing property developers, 
adding that more real estate pro­
jects could encounter financing and 
delivery problems if the credit risks 
of developers are not effectively 
alleviated.

Data from the National Bureau 
of Statistics showed that 56 out of 
the 70 large to medium-sized cities 
in China saw the prices of new resi­
dential properties drop in January 
from the previous month, down 
from 62 cities in December.

Stating that clear signals of the 
housing market bottoming out are 
yet to be seen, Su Jian, a professor 
of economics at Peking University 
and director of the university’s 
National Center for Economic 
Research, said it is advisable to fur­
ther ease homebuying restrictions 
in mega cities to help homebuyer 
confidence recover over time.

To achieve this year’s economic 
growth target — which is expected 
to be set at about 5 percent — Su 
said that fiscal and monetary poli­
cies may need to be relaxed to boost 
domestic demand, including boost­
ing the issuance of central govern­
ment bonds to expand spending in 
areas like infrastructure.

unparalleled edge in 5G.
China has built the world’s larg­

est 5G network, which had more 
than 800 million mobile subscrib­
ers at the end of 2023, according to 
the Ministry of Industry and Infor­
mation Technology.

Meanwhile, the country accounts 
for 42 percent of the global patents 
that are essential to 5G technology 
standards, the largest share in the 
world, the ministry added.

“Chinese companies’ enthusiasm 
toward the MWC event highlights 
their commitment to globalization 
and to leveraging it as a window to 
demonstrate China’s openness, 
cooperation and win-win opportu­
nities to Europe and the world,” 
Xiang said.

As artificial intelligence takes the 
world by storm, Chinese compa­
nies are also eager to bring Al to 
more devices. On the sidelines of 
the MWC, Honor unveiled its latest 
Al-powered smartphones, high­
lighting its ambition to make a big 
splash in the global high-end 
smartphone market this year.

Zhao Ming, CEO of Honor, said: 
‘We have more than 100 innova­
tion laboratories, and have estab­
lished cooperation with more than 
200 telecom operators and distrib­
utors across the world. All of these 
resources will get us ready to 
expand our global presence.”

Frank Meng, chairman of US 
chip company Qualcomm’s China 
branch, said, “Chinese companies 
will be die first to popularize Al 
smartphones and push diem into 
more markets, as they embrace 
high-end brand strategies and 
boast advantages in supply chains.”

-----------------♦-----------------

Sports’ popularity gets major boost across country, 
thanks to wider representation at event
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2024, Huawei is the largest exhibit­
or this year, and China Telecom 
and Alipay have made their debuts 
at the show. Other leading Chinese 
tech companies diat are participat­
ing include Xiaomi, Lenovo, Honor 
and ZTE.

Mats Granryd, director-general 
of the GSMA, said there is a need 
for companies to align widi the 
challenges and opportunities. “As 
connectivity brings us together, 
technology opens possibilities. ... 
Together we are strong, and alone 
we are nobody,” he said.

As 2024 marks the commercial 
launch of 5G-advanced, or 5G-A, 
technology, which is a crucial 
upgrade of the 5G network in func­
tionality and coverage, Chinese tele­
com companies are moving to 
center stage.

During this year’s MWC, Huawei 
launched the world’s first 5G-A 
intelligent core network to support 
more cutting-edge applications. 
According to Huawei, 5G-A can 
improve network performance ten­
fold. For instance, it can support a 
downlink speed of 10 gigabits per 
second, compared with the current 
5G speed of 1 Gbps.

By ZHOU LANXU, LIU ZHIHUA- 
and OUYANG SHIJIA

southern regions, competed in Hul­
unbuir and the co-host cities. Since 
being launched in 1959, the games 
had only been a “regional” meet of 
city teams, mostly from the snowy 
northeastern provinces.

This year, there was also a record 
176 medal events after China’s 
sports governing body expanded the 
program. The expansion was in line 
with changes to the Olympic format 
to give Chinese athletes a head start 
in their preparations for the 2026 
Milano Cortina Winter Olympics in 
Italy.
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Major-country relations in 
Northeast Asia intertwined 

Global Views, page 13

Demonstrators gather for a vigil outside the Israeli embassy in Wash­
ington, DC, on Monday. An active-duty member of the United States 
Air Force died after he set himself ablaze outside the embassy while 
declaring that he "will no longer be complicit in genocide”. 
mark schiefelbein / ap See story, page 7
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NATIONAL WINTER
GAMES PUT ICING 

ON OLYMPIC LEGACY
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Visitors photograph a concept model of a ThinkBook laptop featuring a transparent display at the Lenovo Group booth during the Mobile 
World Congress in Barcelona, Spain, on Monday. The event runs from Monday to Thursday, angel garcia via getty images
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Sports: Athletes popularize winter activities
From page 1
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Li.u'Haoyu compete during the recent 
:h National Winter Games.
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a A Jobs, tourism boom
Similar to the Beijing 2022 

Olympics, which ran from Feb 4 to 
20, the 14th National Winter 
Games saw the majority of its 
competitions overlap with the 
Spring Festival holiday. This over­
lap spurred an even bigger tour­
ism boom around winter sports 
and related leisure activities than 
two years ago, when pandemic 
control measures were in place.

Traditionally, Chinese prefer to 
spend their Spring Festival holi­
days in warmer southern destina­
tions, such as Hainan province.

* -
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unaffected by weather conditions, 
has gained traction in Fujian. 
“Our athletes now have more com­
petition opportunities and the 
sport has drawn more fans in the 
province,” Li said, adding his char­
ges learned from reviewing com­
petition videos and postgame 
analyses. “This strategy quickly 
builds experience and trains our 
athletes,” Li said.

Derek Livingston, the Canadian 
coach of China’s star snowboarder 
Liu Jiayu, applauded the rapid 
development of skiing facilities in 
China since Beijing 2022.

“In Canada, we have only one 
world-class halfpipe. However, in 
China I’ve encountered at least 
three world-class halfpipes, with 
another one under construction 
for the national team. It’s impress­
ive to see the level of support and 
resources China offers to its ath­
letes,” said the 33-year-old former 
pro who helped Liu win the silver 
medal in the women’s halfpipe 
competition in Hulunbuir.

Thirty volunteers who worked 
at Beijing 2022 also attended the 
Winter Games to help organizers 
ensure events were run to Olym­
pic standards.

“To serve as a volunteer at a 
major sporting event again 
brought back all my fond memo­
ries of the Beijing Winter Olym­
pics. I realty appreciate this 
second chance,” said Qin Jiaxin, a 
graduate student from Beijing 
Normal University, who left his 
family on the third day of the Chi­
nese New Year holiday to travel to 
Hulunbuir.
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challenged in Friday’s final by 
runner-up Yang Wenlong from 
Anhui, an eastern province little 
known for its winter sports, shows 
that the gap between the best ath­
letes and the chasing pack is clos­
ing fast.

“I am realty excited to see so 
many young athletes express them­
selves and challenge their senior 
opponents at the national level. 
The future of Chinese snowboard­
ing is in good hands,” said Su, who 
turned 20 on Feb 18.

The larger-than-expected partici­
pation, coupled with impressive per­
formances by young athletes whose 
talents were nurtured in emerging 
winter sports provinces, has borne 
witness to the progress of ice and 
snow sports in China.

The project to boost interest in 
winter sports was launched before 
Beijing 2022, with a boom triggered 
by the home Olympics. The domes­
tic games offered yet another 
opportunity to keep the momen­
tum going, especially with regional 
supporters who could cheer on 
their own athletes.

“Hosting the national games on a 
bigger scale and involving more 
athletes — despite being delayed 
from its original schedule — speaks 
volumes for the home Olympics’ 
influence on the promotion of win­
ter sports,” Zhang Xin, director of 
athletic competitions at the Gener­
al Administration of Sport of China, 
said on Sunday.

“The much-improved perform­
ances of athletes hailing from 
regions such as die central and 
southern provinces, where skating 
and skiing used to be only niche 
choices for sporting activities due 
to the climate limitations, was par­
ticularly encouraging.

“It proves that we are on the 
right track developing into a more 
balanced winter sports power and 
taking advantage of the legacy of 
Beijing 2022,” he said.

■

Children skate on 
the ice rink at the 
Heihe Fitness Center 
in Heilongjiang
province on Jan 31. 
XIE JIANFEI / XINHUA

Students take skating lessons on an ice rink at a primary school in 
Tianjin on Jan 10. u ran / xinhua

Curler Zhu Zeyangxu, who represented Fujian province, competes 
during the recent National Winter Games, yang chenguang/ xinhua

However, the attraction of ice and 
snow activities, promoted by the 
National Winter Games, proved a 
“game-changer” this year.

Hulunbuir received a record 
number of 1.66 million visits dur­
ing the eight-day Spring Festival 
holiday, nine times the total in 
2023. Tourism revenue increased 
tenfold from the previous year to 
1.14 billion yuan ($160 million), 
according to the city government. 

“Hosting the National Winter 
Games offered us a great opportu­
nity to promote our ice and snow 
tourism attractions,” Sun Hui, a 
deputy mayor of Hulunbuir, said 
at a news conference on Feb 16, a 
day before the opening ceremony. 

Inspired by star athletes such as 
Olympic freestyle skiing champi­
on Gu Ailing and snowboarding 
prodigy Su, more and more people 
are taking up winter sports in cit­
ies with warmer climates that 
rarely see snow.

In Southwest China’s Chong­
qing, a passion for winter sports 
has gripped the city. Known better 
for its scorching summers, it has 
been transformed into a hub for 
ice and snow activities thanks to 
the development of indoor facili­
ties.

Chongqing, which sent a team 
to the National Winter Games for 
the first time, has seen surging 
public demand at nine skating 
rinks and 10 ski venues, including 
two indoor ones, this winter.

Ma Fuqiang, a ski instructor at 
Jinfo Mountain Ski Resort who 
hails from Heilongjiang, has 
noticed the growing interest in 
winter sports. “Most tourists at 
the ski resort are beginners. They 
get very excited when they see 
snow, which drives a high demand 
for ski instructors,” Ma said.

At Jinfo Mountain resort there 
are more than 140 ski instructors, 
most of whom come from North­
east China and work from mid­
November to early March. During 
periods of strong demand on 
weekends or holidays, the resort 
sometimes experiences a short­
age of instructors.

The demand will only grow 
stronger, said Wu Yannian, a pro­
fessor from the School of Physical 
Education at Jinan University in 
Guangzhou, Guangdong province. 

“The majority of ski resort visi­
tors in the south are still winter 
sports beginners. The progression 
in their skill levels will result in 
higher demand for services and 
facilities, helping tap into greater 
market potential,” he said of win­
ter sports participation in South 
China.

The newfound passion of ordi­
nary Chinese for winter sports has 
also impressed international offi­
cials, such as Sarah Henderson 
from the United Kingdom, the 
short-track speedskating chief ref­
eree at the Hulunbuir games.

“There is everything we need for 
a competition. It is a great event 
for the athletes and coaches with 
the fantastic ice rink and facilities 
here,” Henderson told Xinhua.

After witnessing an exceptional­
ly successful competition at Bei­
jing 2022, Henderson said she was 
again in awe of the Chinese 
crowd’s enthusiasm for winter 
sports.

“They love skaters. I saw the 
posters of Wu Dajing (Olympic 
champion skater). It is an enjoya­
ble environment,” said Hender­
son, who has visited China four 
times since her first trip to Beijing 
for an Olympic test event in 2021. 

“I realty enjoy seeing the promo­
tion of winter sports. There are 
many young talents in China. 
Keep going. It will be exciting.”
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Green, sustainable
Promoted as a “green, sustaina­

ble and shared” event, the winter 
nationals maximized the use of 
existing facilities, such as the 
National Sliding Center in Bei­
jing’s Yanqing district and the 
National Ski Jumping Center in 
Zhang jiakou, Hebei province, 
which co-hosted the 2022 Games. 

The reuse of Olympic venues pre­
vented unnecessary investment in^ 
highly technical and costly construc­
tion, while guaranteeing venues for 
national competitions were up to 
Olympic standards.

A venue for bobsled, skeleton 
and luge events, the Yanqing slid­
ing center has been busy since the 
Olympics. In November, the 
1.9-kilometer track hosted an 
International Bobsled and Skele­
ton Federation World Cup race.

Training facilities and perform­
ance analysis methods developed 
for the Beijing Olympics also ben­
efited athletes’ preparations for 
the national games.

Wang Zhiyu and Zhu Zeyangxu, 
who represented East China’s 
Fujian province and were surprise 
runners-up in the mixed doubles 
curling, owed a lot to Beijing 
2022’s “ripple effect”, said their 
coach Li Hongbo.

“We never expected we would 
end up on the podium at our curl­
ing debut at the National Winter 
Games,” Li, a former curler, said. It 
was the first medal Fujian had ever 
won at die games after the team’s 
narrow 7-6 defeat by a more expe­
rienced pair from Heilongjiang 
province.

Li said following Beijing 2022, 
curling, an indoor winter sport

..

True national games
Thirty delegations out of 35 repre­

sented in Inner Mongolia won at 
least one medal, according to official 
results as of Sunday. The number is 
up from eight provinces and munici­
palities that had athletes finish on 
podiums at die previous national 
games in 2016.

A joint talent development pro­
gram, which was designed to com­
bine the financial strength of 
affluent southern provinces with 
the training expertise and resour­
ces in the country’s north, was put 
in place for the national games 
and earned credit for leveling the 
playfield.

Under the program, an athlete 
was allowed to represent two dele­
gations if coaching, financing and 
technical support were shared 
between provincial teams. Each 
medal won was counted for both 
delegations involved in the ath­
lete’s development.

“Sure, we’d like to encourage 
everyone to cultivate talent on 
their own, but the joint program 
works well for sparking greater 
interest in less-developed winter 
sports regions,” Zhang said.

“The gap in winter sports know­
how and facilities between the 
northern and southern regions 
remains a challenge, but through 
this reform we are narrowing it to 
make the national games more 
competitive.”

China’s reigning Olympic cham­
pion snowboarder Su Yiming is an 
example of the success of the joint 
program. Su represented both 
Shanxi and Sichuan provinces at 
the games, winning a pair of gold 
medals in the Big Air and slopes­
tyle competitions.

“It’s been quite healthy compe­
tition for all the Chinese snow­
boarders to go all out against each 
other and motivate each other at 
the national games, which helps 
elevate the level of Chinese snow­
boarding as a whole,” said Su, who 
became the first Chinese to win an 
Olympic snowboarding gold med­
al in the Big Air event at Beijing 
2022.

The fact that Su was seriously
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China's reigning Olympic champion Su Yiming and 
snowboarder!
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Thousands of people enjoy themselves on the waterfront of the Hanjiang River, a major tributary of the Yangtze River, in Wuhan, the 
capital of Hubei province, on Saturday after several days of heavy snowfall across the city, chen zhuo / for china daily

k * *

KSKf^si
..i?11

t



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/04/2024 12:48:09 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBAL EDITION Wednesday, February 28,2024 | 3

TOP NEWS

Govts launch Never too late

A ’ 1

I

o-

4.v

Fn ‘I '

ZL ■M

0

Experts call for healthy lifestyle
as weight loss becomes trendy

Transition: Green targets specified for medium term
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“The monetary policy is expected to 
be eased further and interest rate cuts 
may become the main theme while 
reductions in the reserve requirement 
ratio may be adopted as well ” Su said. 
China reduced a key benchmark for 
mortgage rates on Feb 20.

As a result, the streets are 
quieter, the air quality is better, 
and greenhouse gas emissions 
have been reduced. I live in 
Beijing, and the difference in noise 
and exhaust gases is really 
noticeable when I visit other 
countries in Asia.

Targets have also been set for 
waste management, which has 
been problematic, especially with 
the explosive growth of e- 
commerce and takeaway and with 
the amount of plastic in the 
countryside and water bodies. By 
2027,60 percent of cities should 
be “zero-waste” and 40 percent of 
villages “beautiful”. All cities 
should be “zero-waste” by 2035. 

In terms of air quality targets, 
average PM2.5 concentrations are 
to fall below 28 micrograms per 
cubic meter of air by 2027, and 
below 25 by 2035. This would be a 
further improvement, although at 

a much slower rate than in 
previous years.

The areas protected within “eco­
logical conservation red lines” are 
to stay above 3.15 million square 
kilometers. That would be more 
than 32 percent of China’s total 
land area. This exceeds the target 
agreed upon at the end of 2022 by 
all member countries of the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversi­
ty in the Kunming-Montreal Glob­
al Biodiversity Framework that 
over 30 percent of the planet 
(including land and oceans) 
should be effectively protected by 
2030. Setting targets and road 
maps for stepping up China’s 
marine area conservation will be 
an important next step. 

In terms of climate action, the 
document makes no explicit new 
numerical targets. However, some 
recent analysis by independent 
experts suggests that China’s CO2 
emissions could soon peak, due to 
the extremely rapid installation of 

The author is regional director for 
Asia at ClientEarth and special 
adviser of the China Councilfor 
International Cooperation on 
Environment and Development. 
The views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

solar and wind power in recent 
years. The document mentions 
reduction of methane emissions, 
which have accounted for about 30 
percent of global warming to date. 

The document also looks fur­
ther into the future, beyond 2035. 
It mentions that by the middle of 
the 21st century, key sectors will 
be deeply decarbonized, the eco­
logical environment will be 
healthy and beautiful, and a 
“Beautiful China” will be compre­
hensively achieved.

This set of targets for a “Beauti­
ful China” is an important mile­
stone. It can be compared to the 
EU Green Deal, and the “Fit for 
55” packages in Europe, which 
also specified medium-long-term 
targets and were coupled with 
tangible support policies. Hating 
clear targets, such as the share of 
electric vehicles by 2027, gives gui­
dance to all actors, including min­
istries, manufacturers, investors 
and local governments, allowing 

the issue of lackluster demand, 
price levels will gradually return to a 
reasonable range,” said Zou Yunhan, 
deputy director of the macroeco­
nomic research office at the State 
Information Center’s Department 
of Economic Forecasting.

Zou said China’s economic recov­
ery is poised to strengthen this year 

Contact the writers at
zhoulanrv @chinadaily.com.cn

to-GDP ratio at more than 3 percent 
and arrange about 3.8 trillion yuan 
of annual quota for special-purpose 
local government bonds at the 
upcoming two sessions.

Last year’s two sessions set the 
deficit ratio at 3 percent — which 
was later increased to about 3.8 per­
cent after the issuance of special 
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treasury bonds — and the special­
purpose local government bond 
quota at 3.8 trillion yuan.

Xiong added the country may 
issue special treasury bonds, lever­
age financial instruments to boost 
government-led spending and 
front-load fiscal stimulus this year. 

“With effective measures to tackle 

r
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as consumer spending recovery 
accelerates, the dowmturn in real 
estate investment mitigates, fiscal 
policy drives infrastructure invest­
ment while structural exports driv­
ers sustain.

achieve her current figure.
“Considering that she’s done it 

within a relatively short period, it is 
truly impressive,” she said.

While applauding growing inter­
ests in healthy lifestyles, medical 
experts said that dramatic weight 
loss like Jia’s is hard to replicate and 
warned of common pitfalls.

He Fang, a nutrition specialist at 
the Second Affiliated Hospital of 
Zhejiang University’s School of 
Medicine, said that shedding weight 
at a rapid pace the way Jia did could 
trigger endocrine disorders and oth­
er health problems.

“It is more advisable to emulate 
Jia’s perseverance and determina­
tion in pursuing a goal,” she said. 
“How to enact a weight loss plan 
depends on each individual’s gen­
der, body mass index, muscle densi­
ty and other factors.”

She said that fed diets, such as low- 
carb, high-fet keto meals and weight 
loss pills, should be adopted under 
professional medical supervision.

“At the hospital, diet pills cannot 
be prescribed until we have run tests 
on patients and evaluate their 
health condition,” she said. “Regard-
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Inspired by an actress who 
dropped 50 kilograms for the lead 
role in a recent box office hit, Liu 
Tiantian, a pastry chef in Beijing, 
decided to attempt fasting for one 
day — a diet method touted online 
as one that cleanses the body and 
jump-starts weight loss.

Later that day, she got acid reflux 
and had to quit.

“It was unwise of me to suddenly 
stop eating. I simply cannot carry on 
my life on an empty stomach,” the 
35-year-old said.

For lunch on Monday, Liu treated 
herself to a hearty bo wl of stewed b eef 
and potato, with rice and a side salad. 

“I realized that we cannot follow 
celebrities’ methods blindly, and die 
sustainable way for me to lose 
weight is to eat a balanced, low-fat 
diet,” she said.

The film that has sparked a 
weight loss frenzy among the Chi­
nese recently is YOLO, the highest- 
grossing movie of this year’s Spring 
Festival holiday that portrays die 
struggle of a jobless woman who

Chinese netizens, with many 
expressing their condolences and 
concerns over fire hazards related to 
electric bicycles.

Ji Huaying, a clothing store owner 
in Bozhou, Anhui, said the Nanjing 
fire made her “very afraid”

Her family owns two electric bicy­
cles, and she uses one to commute to 
her store every day.

“Electric bicycles are very conve­
nient. Nearly every household in our 
community has at least one electric 
bicycle,” she said. “The elderly often 
use them to pick up and drop off chil­
dren from school or to go shopping.” 

Fortunately, in Ji’s community, 
few residents risk charging their 
electric bicycles inside their homes, 
since diere have been dedicated 
parking spaces and charging sta­
tions for electric bicycles for more 
than a decade.

However, Ji said that in other com­
munities, many residents still charge 
their electric bicycles at home 
because it costs less or due to a lack of 
safety awareness.

“That phenomenon requires the 
property management companies 
of residential communities to take 
responsibility and persuade these 
residents,” she said.

Wang Lijun, an employee of Bei­
jing Chengcheng Property Manage­
ment Co, said it is currently 
conducting a door-to-door survey 
on the number of electric bicycles 
owned by each household and the 
owners’ information.

He will report the information to 
the local government and also 
informs owners that electric bicycles 
cannot be charged inside rooms.

Wang is responsible for managing 
two residential buildings in a com­
munity in northern Beijing with 
over 400 households.

The community has outdoor 
parking areas for electric bicycles, 
which are equipped with charging 
stations.

To prevent residents from bring­
ing electric bicycles into their 
homes, since 2021 the elevators in 
the high-rise buildings of the com­
munity have been equipped with 
smart cameras.

“If a resident brings an electric 
bicycle into the elevator, the camera 
will automatically detect it, causing 
the elevator to stop operating,” 
Wang said.

However, many netizens have 
questioned whether these frequent 
fires are due to the quality of electric 
bicycle batteries.

The People’s Bank of China, the 
country’s central bank, said on Tues­
day it will make full use of monetary 
policy tools and ensure that the 
favorable policies regarding re-lend- 
ing precisely support key areas.

Xiong Yuan, chief economist at 
Guosheng Securities, said the gov­
ernment may set this year’s deficit- 

Graduates make heart signs with their hands at a high school graduation ceremony in Seoul, South Korea, on Tuesday. The school offers 
elementary and secondary education courses to female learners over the age of 40 who were unable to complete their studies on time for 
various reasons, yonhap
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became a boxer. It is directed by and 
stars Jia Ling, who became known 
for her rotund figure and quick wit 
after her breakout roles in come­
dies.

Though Jia said the story is 
intended to highlight self-care and 
self-esteem, her startling physical 
transformation — she halved her 
weight in about a year — coupled 
with the inspirational film, has 
stirred a discussion on slimming 
and encouraged viewers to hit the 
gym or change their diets.

Another resident surnamed Liu 
in Beijing said that the movie has 
prompted her to reflect on weight 
management.

‘I used to only do physical activities 
that I like, such as cardio workouts 
and high-intensity interval training 
that would increase my heart rate 
and release endorphins,” said the 
34-year-old. “Now, I also push myself 
to lift dumbbells to gain muscle.”

As a foodie often frustrated by 
excess weight, Liu said that she 
understood and admired the excru­
ciating efforts that Jia devoted to 
overcoming mood swings and how 
she endured lactic acid buildup to 

them to develop implementation 
strategies.

China is placing a high priority 
on the green transition, even in 
the face of major economic head­
winds. It is recognized that the 
economy and environment are no 
longer a trade-off. The green tran­
sition is becoming a real economic 
driver, with green sectors such as 
renewable energy, batteries and 
electric vehicles accounting for a 
major share of economic growth. 

In the coming years, we expect 
more detailed policy documents to 
follow, and we expect the “Beauti­
ful China” targets to be actively 
implemented, achieved and 
exceeded.

Governments at various levels 
have launched campaigns to 
address fire hazards caused by the 
improper parking of electric bicy­
cles, as experts warned of the rea­
sons behind fires caused by these 
vehicles, including one in which 15 
people were killed last week in Nan­
jing, Jiangsu province.

The Ministry of Emergency Man­
agement said on Monday that the 
lessons from recent fires must be 
deeply learned, and called for reso­
lutely preventing and containing 
major accidents.

The ministry said that all regions 
should comprehensively and thor­
oughly investigate and rectify vari­
ous types of fire safety risks and 
hidden dangers, focusing on promi­
nent issues including the entry of 
electric bicycles into buildings and 
residences, and especially targeting 
high-rise residential buildings.

On Friday, a fire broke out in the 
early morning in a high-rise residen­
tial building in Nanjing, killing 15 
people and injuring 44.

A preliminary investigation indi­
cated that the fire was caused by an 
electric bicycle parked in the build­
ing’s ground floor.

The fire immediately prompted 
governments nationwide to com­
prehensively tackle potential fire 
hazards.

The day after the fire, the Jiangsu 
provincial government announced a 
comprehensive campaign on fire 
safety inspection, focusing especially 
on fire hazards in residential com­
munities, with an emphasis on fire­
fighting facilities, evacuation 
passages and illegal charging issues. 

On TUesday, the fire rescue depart­
ment in Harbin, Heilongjiang prov­
ince, reminded all residents of the city 
that electric bicycles should not be 
parked or charged in any indoor pub­
lic areas.

Also on Thesday, the market super­
vision administration in Hefei, Anhui 
province, told electric bicycle manu­
facturing, sales and repair companies 
to comply with national standards on 
the production of electric bicycles, oth­
erwise they would face legal measures. 

Furthermore, the sale of items fail­
ing to comply with national safety 
technical standards or industry stan­
dards, including electric bicycles, 
batteries, chargers and helmets, was 
strictly prohibited in the city.

The fire in Nanjing has shocked
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Authorities set their sights on tackling risks 
related to parking, charging of electric bikes

ing workouts, the most important 
thing is to find a type of exercise that 
is safe and easy to continue in the 
long run, and it is important to com­
bine cardio with resistance train­
ing.”

In China, about 34 percent of 
adults are overweight, and more 
than 16 percent are obese. The 
National Health Commission esti­
mated that by 2030,65.3 percent of 
China’s residents will be overweight 
or obese.

He, the doctor, said that her nutri­
tion department lias handled an 
increasing number of seriously 
obese patients weighing over 100 kg. 

“The key to staying fit is adopting 
and adhering to a healthy lifestyle 
and understanding that weight loss 
is a long, gradual journey?’ she said. 

Jia, the actress, said in a letter 
addressed to moviegoers in January 
that on the night that production of 
the film wrapped up, she ate 30 
chocolate wafer bars.

Fan Zhihong, a professor of nutri­
tion at China Agricultural Universi­
ty, said that sustaining an ideal 
weight is even harder than losing 
weight, and coping with weight loss 
anxiety by binging on tons of snacks 
is concerning.

“Many people who went on 
weight loss reality shows ended up 
relapsing off screen,” she said. 
“Major weight fluctuations are no 
less harmful than being overweight.”
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Yang Guoping, a lawmaker in 
Shanghai 

3

Tang 
Hongbo

A new online platform for search­
ing civil, criminal and administra­
tive cases was opened to the public 
on Tuesday, indicating that China’s 
approach to ensuring judicial trans­
parency lias become more diverse, 
an official from the country’s top 
court said.

Established by the Supreme Peo­
ple’s Court, the platform has details 
of 3,177 cases, covering several hot 
legal issues, including cyberbully­
ing, telecom fraud, food safety, self­

Senior Colonel Tang Hongbo 
ended his 216th day in orbit on 
Tuesday, extending his lead as the 
Chinese astronaut to have spent 
the longest time in space.

The 48-year-old from Hunan 
province is a member of China’s 
second generation of astronauts 
and mission commander of the 
ongoing Shenzhou XVII mission. 
He is also the first person to have 
returned to China’s Tiangong 
space station.

Tang made his first journey into 
space in June 2021, on the three- 
mo nth Shenzhou XII mission, 
becoming one of the space sta­
tion’s first inhabitants. 

During that mission, he spent 92 
days and four hours in orbit.

convicted of mentally abusing his 
ex-girlfriend and given a prison 
term was also included in the plat­
form, “as it clarified the scope of 
family members for the crime of 
maltreatment in the Criminal Law”, 
he said.

Under the law, people will be con­
victed of maltreatment if they phys­
ically or mentally abuse their family 
members, such as by assaulting, 
insulting, confining, binding or 
leaving them in the cold, or failing 
to offer them medical care or forc­
ing them to do excessive labor. 

“Considering new circumstances 

unifying verdict-rendering stan­
dards across the country to improve 
the quality of case hearings. 

“With the adoption, abolishment 
and modification of laws as well as 
the adjustment of judicial interpre­
tations, cases uploaded on the plat­
form will be updated in a timely 
manner to ensure users can access 
the latest and most accurate legal 
knowledge,” he added.

Another verdict disclosure web­
site — China Judgements Online — 
was set up by the top court in 2013. 

Yang said that the website will 
not be shut down. He said the two 
platforms will complement each 
other and will jointly help improve 
judicial transparency to meet the 
public’s stronger legal demands.

has been regarded as a “dormant 
clause” for some time in China due 
to challenges in interpretation and 
the influence of misconceptions, 
such as “whoever is injured or killed 
is right”

To meet the challenges and 
respond to public concerns, the 
platform disclosed 34 cases con­
cerning justifiable defense to help 
judges accurately apply the provi­
sion and grasp the essence of the 
legal concept, said Yu Haisong, dep­
uty head of the top court’s Research 
Office.

A case involving a man who was 
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two more months in orbit, which 
means Tang Hongbo will return to 
Earth having clocked about 280 
days of orbital flight.

He has also made two space 
flights within the shortest interval 
— two years and one month — of 
any Chinese astronaut.

Twenty Chinese astronauts have 
been in space on 12 space flights. 

Among them, Tang Hongbo, 
Chen Dong and Jing Haipeng — 
the first Chinese astronaut with 
four spaceflights — each have 
more than 200 hours in orbit.

Oleg Dmitriyevich Kononenko, a 
59-year-old Russian cosmonaut, 
boasts the longest time in space of 
any astronaut in the world. He has 
accumulated more than 900days in 
orbit during his five flights to the 
International Space Station, includ­
ing his current one-year flight.

secrets-related data to ensure the 
connection with the Data Security 
Law, which centers on the collec­
tion, storage, use, processing, 
transmission, disclosure and 
supervision of general data.

Considering the accelerated 
emergence of new scientific and 
technological applications such as 
big data, cloud computing and 
artificial intelligence, the revised 
law encourages research on tech­
nology for guarding State secrets 
and its application.

Intellectual property rights in 
the field of protecting State 
secrets should also be supported 
in line with the law to promote die 
capability of self-innovation, the 
administration said.

The Law on Guarding State 
Secrets was formulated in 1988. 
Before the latest revisions, it was 
modified in 2010, according to the 
NPC Standing Committee’s Legis­
lative Affairs Commission. 

“To better face new security 
challenges at home and abroad, 
we’ve further improved the law to 
provide stronger legislative sup­
ports to consolidate die firewall 
against risks and upgrade the 
national security system,” the 
commission said.

defense and domestic violence, 
Yang Wanming, vice-president of 
the Supreme People’s Court, told a 
news conference on Tuesday.

The uploaded cases were not only 
solicited from courts nationwide, 
but also provided by law firms, uni­
versities and even non-legal institu­
tions, such as a middle school, 
“expanding the types of cases and 
enriching their sources” he said.

“All of the cases were reviewed by 
the top court and deemed to have 
reference value before going 
online,” he added.

For instance, justifiable defense 

Chinese scientists have traced 
biological changes related to Alz­
heimer’s disease that happen as 
early as 18 years before diagnosis in 
a new study that provides valuable 
guidance for early detection and 
the development of drugs to treat 
the debilitating disease.

They ran regular spinal fluid 
tests, brain scans and cognitive 
assessments on a large number of 
people age 45 to 65 over a span of 
20 years. Their study, published in 
the New England Journal of Medi­
cine on Thursday, was led by 
researchers from Xuanwu Hospital 
Affiliated to Capital Medical Uni­
versity in Beijing.

Researchers were able to com­
pare the test results of 648 patients 
who were eventually diagnosed 
with sporadic Alzheimer’s disease 
with the same number of people 
with normal cognitive capacities.

Sporadic Alzheimer’s disease 
accounts for more than 90 percent 
of cases, striking people without a 
family history of die disease.

Results show that people diag­
nosed with the disease began regis­
tering differences in several key 
biological markers around six to 18 
years before receiving an official 
diagnosis.

For instance, differences in beta 
amyloid — a pathological hallmark 
of the disease — were noted 18 
years before its onset, and differen­
ces in two types of toxic tau pro­
teins were detected around 10 
years before. In addition, rates of 
cognitive decline diverged six years 
before a formal diagnosis, accord­
ing to the study.

“This is, so far, the world’s largest 
study with the longest follow-up 
periods on biomarker changes 
before Alzheimer’s disease diagno­
ses,” Xuanwu Hospital said in 
Thursday’s article.

It said that the study revealed for 
the first time the dynamic changes 
in brain and spinal fluid and imag­
ing scans from the asymptomatic to 
symptomatic stage, and clarified 
the key turning point when patho­
logical changes occur.

“The finding provides guidance 
for the development of novel drugs 
targeting abnormal proteins, as 
well as robust evidence for ultra- 
early diagnosis and precise inter­
vention of the disease,” the hospital 
said, adding that it provided “a 
time window guide for the develop­
ment of new AD drugs targeting 
beta amyloid and related patholog­
ical proteins".

Richard Mayeux, a neurology 
professor at Columbia University in 
the United States, said in an accom­
panying editorial that the impor­
tance of the study could not be 
overstated.

“Knowledge of the timing of 
these physiological events is criti­
cal to provide clinicians with useful 
starting points for prevention and 
therapeutic strategies,” he said.

China has about 15 million peo­
ple age 60 and above living with 
dementia, including 10 million 
with Alzheimer’s disease, accord­
ing to the National Health Commis­
sion. Worldwide, about 55 million 
people are affected by the disease. 

Scientists around the world are 
still striving to explain what trig­
gers and accelerates pathological 
changes related to the disease.

There is currently no cure for the 
disease, although some novel ther­
apies have been approved in recent 
years to slow its progression.

A revised law aiming to guard 
State secrets and protect national 
security has been unveiled by the 
Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress, Chi­
na’s top legislature, calling for 
greater efforts to handle online 
leaks.

The revised Law on Guarding 
State Secrets was passed by the 
NPC Standing Committee when it 
wrapped up its latest session on 
Tuesday, and will take effect on 
Mayl.

“As information and digital 
technologies have developed rap­
idly and been widely applied in 
various areas, managing State 
secrets has become increasingly 
difficult,” the National Adminis­
tration of State Secrets Protection 
said, adding that was why' the con­
tent in the law related to online 
information had been improved. 

The 65-article law clarifies that 
every step regarding online infor­
mation, including production,

Shanghai recently announced 
the establishment of two tax 
affairs tribunals, the first of their 
kind in the country, to centralize 
jurisdiction over such administra­
tive cases and provide a better 
business environment under the 
rale of law.

The Shanghai High People’s 
Court said the move demonstrat­
ed its determination to meet judi­
cial needs as the city builds itself 
into an international center of eco­
nomics, finance, trade, shipping, 
and scientific and technological 
innovation.

The court unveiled the two tax 
affairs tribunals, at the Shanghai 
Railway Transport Court and the 
Shanghai No 3 Intermediate Peo­
ple’s Court, on Friday. They will 
have centralized jurisdiction 
over first-instance administra­
tive cases, in which city tax 
departments at all levels are the 
defendants, and second-instance 
administrative cases in which a 
tax department is the appellee or 
appellant.

The two courts said the new 
tribunals will contribute to the 
efficient resolution of tax-related 
disputes through mechanisms 
including convenient litigation 
and fair trials, substantive dispute 
resolution, interaction and coop­
eration with government agencies 
and universities, and communi­
cating high-quality cases and 
reform experience to the public. 

‘The World Bank’s new assess­
ment criteria in 2023 paid particu­
lar attention to the independence 
and professionalism of resolution 
of tax disputes,” said Cao Jie, depu­
ty head of the Shanghai High Peo­
ple’s Court. “Meanwhile, as one of 
the first pilot areas for the reform 
of courts to work across adminis­
trative zones, Shanghai has been 
pondering how to optimize and 
improve Shanghai’s centralized 
jurisdiction mechanism for 
administrative cases.”

With the deepening of fiscal and 
taxation reforms and the in-depth 
promotion of tax administration, 
the number of tax-related admin­
istrative cases has been increasing 
in recent years, and the content of 
litigation is becoming diversified 
and complex, Cao said.

“The establishment of tax 
affairs tribunals is conducive to 
promoting the construction of the 
rale of law in taxation, promoting 
the legitimate rights and interests

are emerging with social develop­
ment and to strongly protect the 
victim’s personal rights, the case 
showed that those with a stable 
relationship or living together for a 
long period to start a family also 
needed to be deemed family mem­
bers,” Yu added.

People can search for the cases on 
https://rmfyalk.court.gov.cn. While 
reading the cases, visitors can also 
learn about how the disputes hap­
pened, what laws were applied and 
why the courts arrived at their ver­
dicts.

Saying the platform was a new 
measure to optimize the country’s 
legal services and promote judicial 
openness, Zhou Jiahai, head of the 
office, said it was also conducive to 

replication, publication and dis­
semination must abide by the 
requirements for safeguarding 
State secrets.

It says internet operators 
should help investigate and han­
dle cases suspected of involving 
leaked State secrets, requiring 
them to report the leaks to rele­
vant departments and take emer­
gency response measures in a 
timely manner.

While removing content involv­
ing the disclosure of State secrets, 
internet operators also need to 
check relevant devices through 
technical means to guarantee the 
problematic information is thor­
oughly eliminated, according to 
the law.

“In the digital age, data is an 
important factor of production, as 
well as a basic strategic resource 
for a country,” the administration 
said.

“Data security is closely related 
to national sovereignty', security 
and development interests.”

It added that the revised law 
enriches the content concerning

of taxpayers, facilitating the effec­
tive resolution of tax-related dis­
putes, and making remedies 
smoother,” she said.

Yang Guoping, a lawmaker in 
Shanghai, said the Shanghai court 
needed to set up such tribunals, 
which can handle tax-related dis­
putes independently and profes­
sionally, so that market players 
from all over the country and 
around the world can feel Shang­
hai’s open, foir and just business 
environment.

“It is expected that the tribunals 
will deepen cooperation with rele­
vant functional departments, 
establish a coordination mecha­
nism, and promote the substan­
tive resolution of tax-related 
disputes through a multiple dis­
pute resolution mechanism com­
bining mediation, arbitration and 
litigation,” he said. “Such practice 
will also help enterprises with 
temporary tax difficulties survive 
as much as possible on die basis of 
protecting the rights of all parties 
in accordance with the law.”

Cheng Junfeng, Party secretary 
and head of the Shanghai Munici­
pal Tax Service of the State Taxa­
tion Administration, said the city’s 
tax departments at all levels will 
strictly regulate foir and civilized 
law enforcement, support die 
courts in accepting and hearing 
tax-related administrative cases in 
accordance with the law, and help 
Shanghai continue to build a mar­
ket-oriented, law-based and first- 
class business environment 
complying with international 
practice.

In recent years, an intellectual 
property court, a financial court 
and a bankruptcy court have been 
established in Shanghai, and the 
pilot comprehensive reform of the 
city’s judicial system is being fur­
ther promoted.

By ZHAO LEI
zhaolai@chinadaily.com an

Such practice will 
also help enterprises 
with temporary tax 
difficulties survive as 
much as possible on 
the basis of protecting 
the rights of all parties 
in accordance with 
the law.”

On Oct 26, Tang 
and two crew­
mates, Lieutenant
Colonel Tang
Shengj ie and Lieu­
tenant Colonel
Jiang Xinlin, set 
out on tiie Shen­
zhou XVII mission, 
arriving at the

Tiangong station that afternoon.
By noon on Monday, Tang Hong- 

bo’s current mission had lasted 123 
days, taking his total time in orbit 
to 215 days.

That meant he surpassed Chen 
Dong, who previously held the 
record for the longest time in-orbit 
for a Chinese astronaut after spend­
ing a total of 214 days and 15 hours 
in orbit on two space missions. 

The Shenzhou XVII mission 
crew is scheduled to spend over 

Police officers display seized counterfeit Moutai liquor at a news 
conference in Shanghai on Tuesday. Shanghai police disclosed a 
major case of producing and selling counterfeit Moutai liquor, 
arresting 52 suspects, zhang long / for china daily

Study sheds 
light on early

Two five-seater Shengshilong electric aircraft fly from a port in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, on 
Tuesday. After a 20-minute flight, they arrived in Zhuhai, marking the first demonstration flight of 
the cross-sea and cross-city route for vertical takeoff and landing electric aircraft, wen zi / for china daily

tribunals to improve 
dispute resolution

Top legislature unveils revisions to 
protect national security on the internet
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Shougang Park one of Beijing’s latest evening destinations
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As night fell during the Spring Festival 
holiday, Shougang Park in Beijing’s Shijing- 
shan district underwent a remarkable 
transformation.

What was once an industrial-style park 
turned into a spectacle of red lights and yel­
low lanterns, evoking the ambience of 
ancient China.

From Feb 10 to 25, Shougang hosted its 
inaugural Spring Festival Garden Party, fea­
turing traditional activities such as dragon 
and lion dances, lantern riddles and tradi­
tional games.

Visitors had the opportunity to savor a 
variety of delicacies, watch intangible cul­
tural heritage inheritors make crafts, try on 
hanfu — traditional Chinese clothing — and

immerse themselves in the spirit of ancient 
New Year celebrations.

The park, along with the Longfu Temple 
Cultural Street in Dongcheng district and 
the Beijing (Tongzhou) Grand Canal Cultur­
al Tourism Area Central Zone, was one of 
102 areas listed as part of the third batch of 
National Night Culture and Tourism Con­
sumption Agglomeration Zones announced 
by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism on 
Jan 25.

This recognition adds to Beijing’s already 
impressive tally of 14 selected areas, includ­
ing Qianmen Street from the first batch and 
the Wangfujing area from the second.

Over the past two years, Beijing’s night 
economy and tourism have flourished, mak­
ing it a prime destination for nighttime 
activities and contributing to its status as a 
hub for night tourism and consumption.

FliIiiii ilia

“In terms of color, we deliberately chose 
Chinese red as the main tone, complement­
ed by warm colors such as red, yellow and 
gold to make citizens and tourists feel the 
warmth of home and the warmth of the city,” 
she said.

Shi Peihua, a professor at Nankai Univer­
sity in Tianjin, believes that designing cul­
tural and tourism night activities should 
highlight cultural uniqueness.

By leveraging cultural resources and cre­
ating custom-themed light and multimedia 
art, these activities can evoke various emo­
tions such as dreaminess, awe or romance, 
and diversifying nighttime experiences 
beyond mere sightseeing can enhance emo­
tional engagement, Shi said.

Shi also suggested planning themed tour 
routes based on venue conditions and cultur­
al assets. By combining various landmark 
attractions and night tour experiences, cities 
can create a cohesive brand for nighttime 
cultural and tourism activities, fostering 
greater impact and appeal, he said.

he nighttime economy, spanning die 
dining, tourism and leisure sectors, 
has emerged as a new driving force for 
economic growth nationwide. Regions 

are swiftly developing unique nighttime eco­
nomic hubs tailored to various industries.

In line with die State Council’s measures to 
boost tourism consumption and enhance 
industry quality, the Ministiy of Culture and 
Tourism recendy announced the third batch 
of China’s National Night Culture and Tour­
ism Consumption Agglomeration Zones.

The list features 102 areas, including Long­
fu Temple Cultural Street in Beijing’s Dong­
cheng district, Tianjin’s aircraft carrier theme 
park and Shenyang’s 1905 Cultural and Crea­
tive Park in Liaoning.

During a ceremony to launch the 2024 
National Spring Festival Cultural and Tourism 
Consumption Month event on Jan 25, the Min­
istry of Culture and Tourism’s industry devel­
opment department awarded certificates to 
representatives from these hubs.

The ministry is urging provincial-level cul­
tural and tourism authorities to work with 
other government departments in places 
where the agglomeration areas are situated to 
advance their development.

Their goal is to enhance the range of cultur­
al and tourism offerings, promote the fusion 
of culture and tourism and foster new con­
sumer experiences.

Furthermore, they are encouraging each 
agglomeration area to organize activities that 
benefit consumers, improve the quality of 
nighttime services, ensure safety and create a 
pleasant environment for consumption.

The 2023 China Nighttime Economy Devel­
opment Report by die China Tourism Academy 
reveals tiiat nighttime tourism raked in 1.57 tril­
lion yuan ($218 billion) in revenue last year. 
With 95 percent of the surveyed people showing 
interest in nighttime excursions, ids clear that 
evening adventures are becoming more popular. 

An official from the ministry’s industry 
development department has stated that tiiey 
will focus on strengthening policy support and 
refining assistance measures to illuminate 
China’s nighttime culture and tourism hubs. 

Song Yangyang, vice-president of the Insti­
tute of Creative Industry Technology at the 
Renmin University of China, believes that pro­
moting nighttime culture and tourism 
through agglomeration zones or industrial 
hubs is crucial because they provide an array 
of cultural and tourism experiences, meeting 
people’s increasing desire for a better lifestyle. 

He sees nighttime culture and tourism as 
vital components of modern cities, extending 
cultural and tourism activities beyond tradi­
tional time and space boundaries.

To address the sameness in nighttime con­
sumption, Song said brands should offer 
diverse experiences focusing on leisure, enter­
tainment and relaxation. By blending creativi­
ty and technology, they can create innovative 
nighttime experiences centered around cul­
tural and spiritual enrichment, he said.

Song emphasized the importance of incorpo­
rating regional flavors into nighttime consump­
tion. He recommends utilizing local cultural 
resources to develop products tailored to differ­
ent seasons, audiences and cultural preferences. 

Lyu Fengyong, a researcher at the National 
Academy of Economic Strategy, China Acade­
my of Social Sciences, noted that nighttime 
tourism environments offer something spe­
cial. They have a unique atmosphere with cap­
tivating lighting and colors, something people 
can’t experience during the day.

“The deep darkness of night and the vibrant 
lights create a sense of fantasy and transcen­
dence,” he explained. “They allow visitors to 
temporarily escape the noise and rush of day­
time life, immersing themselves in a moment 
of calm and spiritual connection.”

A survey report from the Ministry of Com­
merce reveals that over 60 percent of consumer 
spending now happens during the night. Sales

between6pmandl0pminmajorshoppingcen- Tourist sites needed to offer frequent night- 
ters make up more than half of daily sales, mak- time tours, with at least 40 percent of facilities 
ing nighttime the prime time for consumption.

area in Shanghai and the Jianghan Road
pedestrian street in Wuhan, Hubei province.

These zones were chosen based on specific Zhao emphasized the importance of improving 
criteria, requiring clear boundaries and a transportation and adding cultural elements to 
focus on cultural and tourism industries, consumers’ journey home after activities, and

According to data from e-commerce servi­
ces platform Meituan, during the Spring Fes­
tival holiday, nighttime spending in Beijing 
accounted for about 45 percent of total 
spending, a 45 percent year-on-year increase. 

Furthermore, most consumers conduct­
ing searches related to “nighttime entertain­
ment” on the platform were looking for 
places in the capital.

Statistics from the Beijing Municipal 
Commerce Bureau reveal that foot traffic in 
key commercial areas of the city saw steady 
growth during the holiday period.

The Longfu Temple commercial district 
experienced an impressive 62.3 percent 
increase in foot traffic compared to the pre­
vious year. The central business district com­
mercial area welcomed just over 1 million 
people at night during the holiday, while 
Wangfujing saw 419,000 nighttime visitors.

During the Lunar New Year, Beijing’s vari­
ous gathering spots offered exciting options 
for nighttime adventures. Places like the 
Liangma and Tonghui rivers dazzled visitors 
with captivating light displays. Wangfujing 
and the Wukesong commercial areas also 
showcased futuristic 3D light shows that 
could be viewed without special glasses. 

“We fully utilize elements such as dragon 
culture and dragon totems to bring excel­
lent Chinese traditional culture to life in 
landscape arrangements,” said Qu Lijian, 
director of the landscape department of the 
Beijing Municipal Commission of Urban 
Management.

Qu highlighted the extensive decorations 
throughout the city, including over 250,000 
lanterns and decorations, about 2 million 
meters of tree lights and 220 large-scale 
ornaments.

Three-year plan looks to 
curb noise at civil airports 

China has released a three- 
year action plan targeting noise 
pollution prevention and control 
at civil airports, as part of its 
efforts to promote the green 
transformation of civil aviation. 

The plan, made public on Feb 
21, was jointly issued by the Civil 
Aviation Administration of China, 
the Ministry of Ecology and Envi­
ronment, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the State Adminis­
tration for Market Regulation.

By 2025, a standard system for 
noise pollution prevention and 
control at airports should be essen­
tially established, and progress 
should be made on the develop­
ment of key monitoring technolo­
gies, according to the plan.

Airports with an annual 
throughput of at least 5 million 
passengers should have real-time 
monitoring and source tracing 
capability of civil aircraft noise 
events by 2025, the plan said.

By 2027, the surrounding 
regions of airports with an annual 
throughput of at least 10 million 
passengers should enjoy a better, 
quieter environment, it said.

aS

also stressed the need to support workers in 
ensuring nighttime economy security.

During the just-concluded Spring Festival 
holiday, the designated nighttime cultural and 
tourism consumption areas saw bustling 
crowds and a great deal of spending. These 
areas recorded a total of 98.5 million night­
time visitors, marking a significant 58.3 per­
cent increase year-on-year, according to the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

“In 2024, with the sustained consolidation 
and enhancement of China’s economic recov­
ery, the cultural industry will maintain rapid 
growth, and the tourism industry will flour­
ish,” Ma Li, deputy director of the industry 
development department of the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism, stated in an interview 
with People’s Daily Online.

Ma also said that this year, the ministry will 
vigorously promote cultural and tourism con­
sumption and drive the innovative develop­
ment of nationally designated nighttime 
cultural and tourism consumption agglomer­
ation areas.

Zhao Yijing, who leads the nighttime tour­
ism research team at the China Tourism Acad­
emy, suggested that this year, consumers 
should transition from simply touring cities at 
night to experiencing nighttime activities 
within cities.

“We shouldn’t just recreate the past; we 
should also look ahead and create vibrant 
urban nightlife,” Zhao Yijing said.

School-related crimes 
down for 11th year in row 

The number of school-related 
crimes in China has fallen for 11 th 
year in a row, thanks to strength­
ened security and law enforce­
ment measures, according to the 
Ministry of Public Security.

In a statement released on Fri­
day, the ministry said that in 
recent years, law enforcement 
officials and relevant authorities 
have made continuous efforts to 
prevent risks, ensure security and 
maintain stability on campuses. 

As a result, strong security 
guarantees have been provided 
for more than 250 million stu­
dents in over 520,000 primary 
and secondary schools and kin­
dergartens nationwide.

Last year, a total of 270,000 
police stations and substations, 
as well as 470,000 security posts, 
were set up in areas near schools 
nationwide so that officers could 
patrol during key periods at criti­
cal road sections.
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102 areas add to efforts 
to boost consumption 
in cities after sunset
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or areas open during the night.
By August 2022, the second phase added

A growing industry 123 areas, including the Wangfujing commer-
China’s nighttime economy has seen robust cial area in Beijing and the Wuzhen scenic 

growth over the past two years, creating not area in Jiaxing, Zhejiang province. These are- 
only new consumer markets but also provid- as mainly comprised historical districts, cul- 
ing a broader platform for the cultural and tural parks and commercial streets.
creative industries. Since the project began, 345 areas have been

The year 2019 was dubbed the “Year of designated as nighttime agglomeration zones 
Nighttime Tourism” by the media. That year, nationwide. In the past year alone, zones that 
tiie State Council released guidelines encour- were part of the first two phases saw a signifi- 
aging commercial districts and themed streets cant increase in nighttime visitors, reaching 3.12 
to feature culture, tourism and leisure activi- billion, ayear-on-year increase of 56.4 percent,
ties. This included extending operating hours Researcher Zhao Min from the Pengpai 
and establishing late-night zones, 24-hour Institute analyzed the 345 zones and found 
convenience stores and unique dining areas. that the majority of them are tourism resorts,

The guidelines highlighted the importance making up over one-fifth. Following closely 
of investing in creating nighttime spaces and are historical areas and leisure streets, as well 
agglomeration zones where conditions permit, as historical cultural cities.

In July 2021, the Ministry of Culture and Comparing the lists, it’s clear that there’s 
Tourism launched the first phase of the Nation- been a notable increase in tourism resorts and
al Night Culture and Tourism Consumption urban leisure areas, possibly reflecting a grow- 
Agglomeration Zone project to boost night- ing interest in outdoor activities. Zhao believes
time cultural and tourism activities. that commercial main streets not only imply

Four months later, they revealed the first 120 shopping but also cater to various needs such as 
areas, including famous spots like the Bund square dancing, spoils, fitness and socializing. 

Aside from historical sites, commercial streets 
and new city centers are crucial for nightlife.
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Guidelines to protect 
gig economy workers

The central government pub­
lished guidelines on Friday to 
improve the protection of the 
rights of workers engaged in the 
platform economy such as ride­
hailing and food delivery.

The guidelines, compiled by the 
Ministry of Human Resources and 
Social Security, lay out detailed 
and practical rules to help plat­
form businesses improve labor 
management and mitigate prob­
lems such as excessive working 
hours and a lack of transparency.

According to the guidelines, 
workers involved in the platform 
economy, including those 
engaged in food delivery, trans­
portation and housekeeping ser­
vices, will start to enjoy 
minimum wage protection.

Platform businesses are 
required to prevent their employ­
ees from being overworked, 
ensure they are paid more for 
working during holidays, and 
solicit their opinions before 
changing algorithms affecting 
their rights and interests.

Together with new modes of 
business and evolving consump­
tion patterns, new types of occupa­
tions have been emerging in China 
in recent years and have become 
key sources of job creation.
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By HENG WEILI in New York 
hengtDeili@chinadailyusa.com

By CHEN WEIHUA in Brussels 
chenweihua@chinadaily.com an

southern Calabria, while trying to 
land on the seaside resort beach of 
Steccato di Cutro.

Over the past year, survivors and 
relatives of the victims have voiced 
their rage, stressing that the trage-

Xirihua and agencies contributed to
this story.

By JONATHAN POWELL in London 
jonathan@mail.chinadailyuk.com

By JULIAN SHEA in London 
julian@mail.chinadailyuk.com

CROTONE, Italy — Survivors and 
family members of victims of a trag­
ic shipwreck a year ago that killed 
94 migrants, including 35 minors, 
just a few meters off Italy’s southern 
coast, returned for three days of 
commemorations ending on Mon­
day, calling for justice to be done.

A torchlight vigil on the beach 
where the ship was wrecked, a photo 
exhibition and a protest march were 
among events organized by a group 
of activists named Network Feb 26 
— after the date of the tragedy — 
around the town of Crotone. Most of 
the dead came from countries in the 
Middle East or South Asia.

“One year after the carnage, their 
right to the truth, to justice and to 
be reunited with their families has 
not been guaranteed yet,” the group 
wrote on its Facebook page.

On Feb 26 last year, a wooden 
boat departed from Turkive carry­
ing about 200 migrants and sank 
just a few meters off the coast of

dy could have been avoided if 
authorities reacted earlier to the 
migrants’ desperate calls for help. 

At a news conference held in Cro­
tone on Monday, some relatives of 
the victims announced they intend

poised to overtake Japan as the 
world’s leading exporter of vehicles, 
also explained how Shenzhen-based 
BYD recently surpassed Tesla as the 
manufacturer of the best-selling elec­
tric vehicles in the world.

She also interviewed William Li, 
founder and CEO of Shanghai-based 
Nio, an EV maker that in December 
unveiled a battery with a driving range 
of620 miles, more than 200 miles bet- 
ter than Tesla’s top-end model.

Also featured was Alex Gu, the 
founder and CEO of Fourier Intelli­
gence, a robotics company that intro­
duced the world’s first mass-produced 
humanoid robot, the GR-1, in August. 
He said that the robots could eventu­
ally provide healthcare assistance for 
senior citizens.

“Maybe ... we can remote-control 
such kind of robots to help my grand­
pa,” Gu said.

At one point, Stahl asked the ambas­
sador if China was the US’ most com­
petitive relationship in the world. 

“This is the most important, most 
competitive and most dangerous rela­
tionship that the United States has in 
the world right now and will, I think, 
for the next decade or so,” Bums said. 

Burns, 68, said that “750,000Ameri­
can famihes wouldn’t be able to put 
dinner on the table” if the US decou­
pled economically from China.

“We have competing interests here, 
and balancing those interests is the 
reality in the US-China relationship. 
We’re going to compete; we have to 
compete responsibly and keep the 
peace between our countries, but we 
also have to engage.

“They’re the leading trade partner of 
twice as many countries in the world 
than the United States,” Bums said, 
which amounts to “over 60 countries” 

“I think we’re back to a more settled 
and stable relationship between the 
two countries, but it’s been a roller­
coaster,” he said after Stahl mentioned 
the November summit in California 
between President Xi Jinping and US 
President Joe Biden.

The ambassador, in making a com­
parison to the US and the former 
Soviet Union during Cold War days, 
said that China is much stronger eco­
nomically than the Soviet Union was. 

“We’re dealing with an adversary, 
a competitor in China that is stron­
ger than the Soviet Union was in the 
1940s, ’50, ’60s, ’70s and ’80s,” he said.

to sue the Italian government for fail­
ing to rescue the boat in distress and 
for damages suffered by the families. 

The group Network Feb 26 
includes more than 400 associa­
tions that have repeatedly asked 
the Italian government to seek the 
truth about one of the deadliest 
migrant shipwrecks in the Medi­
terranean.

It has denounced repeated policy 
failures and alleged violations of 
human rights by Italian and Euro­
pean Union authorities, seen as the 
main cause behind the long string 
of deaths of migrants who face 
risky trips to reach European coasts 
in their search for a better life.

Activists have also complained 
that some of the relatives and survi­
vors were denied the right to return 
to Crotone for the anniversaiy of the 
shipwreck because of difficulties in 
obtaining proper documents.

The US ambassador in Beijing 
told an American news program that 
the two countries have to get along 
because of how intertwined their 
economies are.

“Our two countries have to live 
together.... China is our third-largest 
trade partner; 750,000 American jobs 
at stake,” Ambassador Nicholas Bums 
told Lesley Stahl, an anchor of the 
long-running CBS show 60 Minutes, 
in a roughly half-hour segment broad­
cast on Sunday.

“Agriculture — China’s the largest 
market for US agriculture. One fifth of 
all of our export products from agricul­
ture are sent to China. That was $40.9 
billion last veap” Burns said.

And while the news show negatively 
portrayed China’s economy and mili­
tary exercises near'Taiwan, Bums con­
ceded that American companies were 
staying put in die country.

“A few American companies have 
left, but most have stayed," he said. 

Stahl noted how Disney is expand­
ing its theme park in Shanghai

She interviewed Xiangwei Gong, 
the president of Aptar Asia, at one 
of the company’s five manufactur­
ing facilities in China. Bums sat with 
Gong, an American citizen born in 
China, during the interview.

Aptar Asia is a subsidiary of Aptar, 
a maker of consumer-product dispens­
ing and drag-delivery devices, based 
in Illinois.

‘We are manufacturing for some of 
the largest US brands, actually the US 
consumer brands,” Gong explained.

Stahl asked Gong what makes the 
company confident about operating 
in China

“Because we are here for the long 
run, and we believe in the consump­
tion power of the rising middle class,” 
she said.

Stahl noted that China lias 80 per­
cent of the solar panel market and 
dominates the wind turbine market. 

She interviewed Jorg Wuttke, a Ger­
man businessman who represents the 
chemicals giant BASF and lias been in 
China for more than 30 years.

He said China is “fantastic in devel­
opment” and a “world champion in 
actually making products better, faster 
and cheaper’:

Stahl, who said that China was
Opposition voiced

The initiative has faced strong 
opposition from some teachers, stu­
dents and parents, with critics 
arguing that the funds would be 
more beneficial if allocated to other 
aspects of public education aimed 
at enhancing learning.

The SE-UNSA teachers’ union 
criticized the measure, saying that it 
is a “superficial response to a funda­
mental problem” that would “in no 
way help resolve the troubles and 
failures of students”.

“A poor child wearing a uniform 
remains a poor child,” Michel Ton- 
dellier, a sociologist and lecturer at 
Antilles University, was quoted by 
The Guardian as saying. “One-size- 
fits-all clothing will not eradicate 
socioeconomic inequalities, but only 
attenuate their most visible aspects.” 

Schools have until June to take part 
in the initiative, which has garnered 
support from first lady Brigitte 
Macron, a former drama teacher, as 
well as far-right former presidential 
candidate Marine Le Pen, who both 
endorse the implementation of a 
compulsory dress code.

nationalist Orban and Kristersson 
in Budapest on Friday, the Hungari­
an leader announced that the two 
had clarified “our mutual good 
intentions”.

Hungary also signed a deal to buy 
four Swedish-made fighter jets, a 
sign of the improved relationship 
between the two countries.

‘We not only keep our air defense 
capability, but will increase it,” said 
Orban, adding that it meant that 
his country’s “commitment to 
NATO will strengthen and so will 
our participation in NATO’s joint 
operations”.

Previously, Hungary and Sweden 
have had very public differences 
over security matters.

‘We do not agree on everything, 
but we do agree that we should work 
more actively together when we have 
common ground,” Kristersson said.

in the field during the day and 
deal with paperwork at night — 
we’re sick of the bureaucracy,” said 
Roberto Rodriguez, who grows 
cereal and beetroot in the central 
province of Avila.

On Titesday, thousands of Polish 
farmers took to the streets of War­
saw. Earlier on Sunday, they pro­
tested by blockinga major highway 
leading to Germany.

They have also blocked border 
points with neighboring Ukraine 
to protest against the unfair com­
petition from the non-EU state’s 
cheap imports.

Protesters in Poland had 
destroyed 160 metric tons of 
Ukraine grain en route to other 
countries via the port of Gdansk, 
prompting Ukrainian officials to 
call on the Polish government on 
Monday to punish those responsi­
ble for it

Besides cheap imports from 
Ukraine, the fear of cheap beef 
from South America is also a 
concern for farmers as the EU 
hopes to conclude a trade deal

with the Mercosur countries — 
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and 
Uruguay.

The latest round of protests 
came despite the announcement 
weeks ago by European Commis­
sion President Ursula von der 
Leyen of the withdrawal of a 
controversial pesticide law that 
would halve the use of pesticide 
by 2030.

The EU has also laid out some 
safeguards to stop Ukrainian 
imports from flooding the market 
under a tariff-free scheme adopted 
after the outbreak of the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict two years ago. 

‘We don’t just want a few 
crumbs. We want the bread, and 
if we don’t want the bread, we 
want the bakery,” said farmer 
Tijs Boelens, who demonstrated 
in Brussels.

“So this Europe needs to stop 
trying to appease us with anti- 
environmental oi‘ antisocial 
measures. No, they have to sup­
port us in developing sustainable 
agriculture.”

French Minister of Agriculture 
and Food Marc Fesneau, upon his 
arrival in Brussels on Monday, 
said, ‘We need something practi-

something operational.”
There is room for adjustments 
“within the current rales”, he said. 

But he also said meeting some 
demands “would require chang­
ing the legislation”.

“Whether that happens before 
or after the European elections 
does not matter — what matters is 
moving forward,” he said.

German Minister of Food and 
Agriculture Cem Oezdemir 
admitted there is “a lot of anger 
faced with promises that have 
not been kept”.

“The current (Common Agri­
cultural Policy) is a bureaucratic 
monster,” he said, calling for 
reforms to encourage “working 
the land rather than paperwork”.

Turkiye’s green light
The other country to hold out 

over the membership of Sweden 
and its neighbor Finland — the pre­
vious most recent new member — 
was Turkiye, which is of huge strate­
gic importance to NATO because of 
its geographical location, close to 
the Middle East and the Black Sea.

Monday’s ratification by Hungary 
followed the green light from the 
Turkish parliament last month. 
Sweden, which has been militarily 
neutral for two centuries, will offi­
cially become the 32nd member of 
the alliance at its next summit in 
Washington in July.

The application still needs to be 
signed by the newly elected President 
of Hungary Tamas Sulyok to become 
law. It will then be sent to the United 
States’ Department of State, which is 
the protocol for new members join­
ing the alliance.
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EU ministers gather to reduce red tape 
and discuss proposed changes to policy

Hundreds of students in southern 
France wore uniforms to school for 
the first time on Monday, as part of a 
national trial to test the feasibility of 
making the attire mandatory.

In an effort to assess the potential 
benefits of reducing inequality and 
improving behavior, about 700 stu­
dents across four schools in the 
town of Beziers became the first to 
reintroduce uniforms as part of a 
government pilot program, Agence 
France-Presse reported.

Compulsory uniforms have not 
been required in state schools across 
the French mainland since 1968.

Following the government’s ban 
on Muslim abayas in schools last 
year, along with the previous ban on 
headscarves in 2004, President 
Emmanuel Macron recently 
unveiled the uniform trial at about 
100 schools, aiming for nationwide 
mandatory implementation by 2026 
if the trial is deemed successful.

So far, 92 schools have agreed to 
the trial, Education Minister Nicole 
Belloubet said.

“What we would like to see is if, 
yes or no, wearing a uniform can 
create tranquility in classrooms,” 
Belloubet said. “We know you learn 
better in a peaceful environment.” 

Students in Beziers, a town under 
the governance of the far right and 
facing high unemployment rates, 
were recently invited, along with their 
parents, to collect their uniforms con­
sisting of a navy blue blazer with the 
school logo, two white polo shirts, a 
gray pullover, a pair of trousers and 
either shorts for boys or a skirt for 
girls, with the city and local education 
authority sharing the cost of 200 
euros ($217) for each uniform.

The implementation of uniforms 
would assist in the fight against 
bullying, Beziers’ Mayor Robert 
Menard said.

“When you’re rich or poor, you 
don’t dress exactly the same way,” he 
said. Now, “it rail be less visible”.

Farmers across Europe contin­
ued their protests on Monday 
against the rising production 
costs, excessive environmental 
regulations and cheap imports 
despite recent appeasement by 
European Union politicians.

Some 1,000 tractors took over 
the areas and blocked streets 
around Brussels’ Schuman 
Roundabout, which houses EU 
institutions. Traffic in the area 
was paralyzed.

“Farmers’ mobilizations contin­
ue across Europe because policy­
makers have so far failed to listen 
to those who feed our populations 
in Europe and who are on the front 
line of climate crisis,” said Morgan 
Ody, a farmer from Brittany, 
France, and member of ECVC, 
which represents small fanners in 
more than 20 EU states.

The protest was held on a day 
when EU agriculture ministers 
were meeting in Brussels to dis­
cuss targeted changes to the 
Common Agriculture Policy and 
the reduction of red tape in a bid 
to appease angry fanners.

While most farmers, some from 
France, Italy, the Netherlands and 
Portugal, staged peaceful protests, 
some set fire to piles of tires and 
threw eggs. Several tractor drivers 
spread hay and manure on streets 
while a few tried to break the 
police barricades.

Police responded with water 
cannons and tear gas that also 
targeted farmers who were 
peacefully demonstrating.

On the same day, fanners from 
across Spain held a massive dem­
onstration in Madrid against 
excessive EU regulations. 

“It’s impossible to put up with 
these rules, they want us to work

uw
Two survivors of the Feb 26,2023, shipwreck visit a photo exhibition 
on the disaster in Crotone, Italy, on Saturday. Valeria ferraro / ap

Tijs Boelens, a farmer who 
demonstrated in Brussels
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A tractor discharges hay onto Belgian riot police officers in Brussels on Monday during a protest
called by farmers’ organizations, nicolas Maeterlinck via agence france-presse

Hungary’s Parliament 
removed die final obstacle to Sweden 
joining the NATO military alliance, 
after lawmakers voted to approve the 
application following a standoff that 
lasted almost two years.

New members of the alliance must 
receive unanimous support from all 
member states before being allowed 
to join, and Hungary was the last 
country that had not approved Swe­
den’s membership bid.

In the end, only six lawmakers 
voted against the proposal out of 194 
parliamentarians who voted on 
Monday in Budapest.

Sweden’s Prime Minister Ulf 
Kristersson called it “a historic da/: 

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg 
said Sweden would make the alli­
ance “stronger and safer”. The news 
was also welcomed by German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who said 
all NATO members would benefit 
from Sweden’s membership.

“It is good that the Hungarian 
Parliament approved Sweden’s 
accession today” Scholz said.

Elod Novak, vice-chair of the 
opposition party Our Homeland, 
was one of the six members of parlia­
ment who voted against it.

“Let’s veto Sweden’s NATO 
accession,” he said before the vote, 
urging MPs to “veto the path that 
leads to World War III”.

Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban had long stalled Sweden’s 
membership, but told parliament 
that it would “strengthen Hungary’s 
security”.

Although repeatedly saying it 
supported Swedish membership in 
principle, Hungary kept prolong­
ing the process, asking Stockholm 
to stop “vilifying” the Hungarian 
government.

After a meeting between the

(Europe) needs to 
stop trying to 
appease us with 
antienvironmental 
or antisocial 
measures. No, they 
have to support us 
in developing 
sustainable 
agriculture.”
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Airman dies after self-immolating
in protest against attacks on Gaza
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At UN, China calls for aid to make it to Gaza
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and its role “is indispensable and 
irreplaceable”

China will support the UN in con­
ducting an independent, impartial 
investigation into allegations against 
UNRWA staff, and Israel should sup­
port and cooperate with the UN in the 
investigation, Dai said. The interna­
tional community should continue to 
support UNRWA and other humani­
tarian agencies in their work, he said. 

Dai said that UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres has on numerous 
occasions said that with Gaza under 
gunfire, conditions are impossible for 
the delivery of humanitarian aid.

An immediate cease-fire is the nec­
essary precondition for protecting 
civilians, delivering assistance, and 
alleviating the humanitarian disaster, 
Dai said. That is currently the “over­
whelming call of the international 
community and the overwhelming 
consensus among council members” 
he said.

ByMINGMEI LI at the United Nations 

mingmeili@chiTiadailyusa.com

r I

and are constantly faced with the 
threat of death, hunger, and disease,” 
Dai said. “Women and children are 
living in fear and desperation every 
single dayi’

China urges the international soci­
ety to take action to protect civilians, 
save lives and make every effort to 
prevent an even greater humanitarian 
disaster, he said.

Dai noted that the UN Security 
Council has adopted resolutions 2712 
and 2720, calling for aid to get through 
and for the release of hostages.

“However, due to man-made 
obstacles, the entry of humanitarian 
supplies into Gaza has faced many 
difficulties. For nearly a month now, 
the humanitarian supplies received in 
Gaza have been for below the average 
of earlier periods, and Northern Gaza 
has not received any humanitarian 
supplies,” Dai said.

‘We call on Israel to earnestly fulfill 
its obligations as the occupying power

name as a defender of human val­
ues and the plight of the Palestini­
an people, who are oppressed by 
the American administration and 
its unjust policies,” Hamas said in a 
post on Telegram.

The incident comes amid ongo­
ing pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli 
protests in the United States fol­
lowing the Oct 7 attack on Israel by 
Hamas that killed 1,200 Israelis 
and seized 253 hostages in a cross- 
border attack.

Israeli forces then launched a 
military campaign against the 
group that rules Gaza, destroying 
much of the coastal enclave, with 
nearly 30,000 people confirmed 
killed, according to Palestinian 
health officials.

under the Geneva Convention, fully 
cooperate in the implementation of 
Security Council resolutions, open up 
all land, sea, and air access routes, and 
ensure the safe, rapid, and unimpeded 
entry of humanitarian supplies.”

Dai said that Israel “should strictly 
comply with the requirements of the 
de-confliction mechanism, guarantee 
the safety of humanitarian agencies 
and personnel, and provide necessary 
facilitation for humanitarian agencies 
to carry out assistance in Gaza”

The International Court of Justice 
ordered provisional measures that 
require Israel “to take all measures 
to prevent genocide and provide the 
population in Gaza with urgently 
needed basic services and humanitar­
ian assistance, and the order must be 
effectively implemented” Dai added. 

Dai said that the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Itilestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) 
is the “lifeline” for the people in Gaza,

By EDITH MUTETHYA 
in Watamu, Kenya 
edithmutethya@chinadaily.com.cn

A Chinese envoy at the United 
Nations said on Ttiesday that China 
will make “tireless” efforts to restore 
peace, save lives and ensure that 
humanitarian aid makes it to Gaza.

More than four months since the 
outbreak of the conflict in Gaza, nearly 
30,000 civilians have died, and Gaza 
“has sunk into an unprecedented 
humanitarian catastrophe” said Dai 
Bing, charge d’affaires a.i. for China’s 
UN mission.

Dai said that what is happening 
in Gaza violates international law 
and “goes beyond the bottom line of 
human morality and conscience, as 
millions of people in Gaza are suffer­
ing the pain of losing their loved ones 
or still unable to find safe shelter after 
multiple times of forced displacement” 

“People lack the most basic safety 
guarantees and supplies for survival 

Negotiations underway
Negotiators from the US, Egypt 

and Qatar are working on a frame­
work deal under which Hamas 
would free some of the dozens of 
hostages it holds, in exchange for 
the release of Palestinian prisoners 
and a six-week halt in fighting. 
During the temporary pause, nego­
tiations would continue over the 
release of the remaining hostages. 

US President Joe Biden said on 
Monday that Israel would be will­
ing to halt its fighting against 
Hamas in Gaza during the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan if a deal 
is reached to release some of the 
hostages held by the militants.

Biden said on Monday that he 
hopes a cease-fire deal could take 
effect by next week. However, at the

WASHINGTON/GAZA - An 
active-duty member of the US Air 
Force, who set himself on fire out­
side the Israeli embassy in Wash­
ington in an apparent act of protest 
against Israeli raids on Gaza, has 
died, the military and local police 
said on Monday.

Senior airman Aaron Bushnell, 
25, a cyber defense operations spe­
cialist with the 531st Intelligence 
Support Squadron, died from inju­
ries sustained in the incident, the 
Air Force said in a statement. 

“When a tragedy like this occurs, 
every member of the Air Force feels 
it,” US Air Force Colonel Celina 
Noyes said in the statement.

Lee Lepe, a spokesman for the 
District of Columbia Metropolitan 
Police Department, confirmed the 
death.

The Pentagon said the death was 
a “tragic event” and that US 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
was following the situation.

Bushnell was initially hospital­
ized in critical condition after US 
Secret Service officers put out the 
flames on Sunday. Bushnell, wear­
ing military fotigues, broadcast the 
incident live over the internet.

“I will no longer be complicit in 
genocide,” the man said before 
dousing himself in a clear liquid 
and setting himself on fire, scream­
ing “Free Palestine”, according to a 
video seen by Reuters.

“We express our heartfelt condo­
lences and full solidarity with the 
family and friends of the pilot Aar­
on Bushnell, who immortalized his

SAN FRANCISCO — San Francis­
co’s supervisors plan to offer a for­
mal apology to black residents for 
decades of racist laws and policies 
perpetrated by the city, a long-await­
ed first step as it considers provid­
ing reparations.

The San Francisco Board of Super­
visors was scheduled to vote on Tues­
day on the resolution apologizing to 
African Americans and their 
descendants. All 11 members have 
signed on as sponsors, guaranteeing 
its passage. It would be one of the 
first major US cities to do so.

The resolution calls on San Francis­
co to not repeat the harmful policies 
and practices. There are about 46,000 
black residents in San Francisco.

“An apology from this city is very 
concrete and is not just symbolic, 
as admitting fault is a major step in 
making amends,” Shamann Wal­
ton, the only black member of the 
board and chief proponent of repa­
rations, said at a committee hear­
ing on the resolution earlier this 
month.

However, others say the apology 
is insufficient on its own for true 
atonement.

Amos C. Brown, a member of the 
San Francisco reparations advisory 
committee that proposed the apolo­
gy among other recommendations, 
said: “An apology is just cotton can­
dy rhetoric. What we need is con­
crete actions.”

An apology would be the first rep­
arations recommendation to be real­
ized of more than 100 proposals the 
city committee has made. The Afri­
can American Reparations Advisory 
Committee also proposed that every 
eligible black adult receive a $5 mil­
lion lump-sum cash payment and a 
guaranteed income of nearly 
$100,000 a year to remedy San Fran­
cisco’s deep racial wealth gap.

No action
But there has been no action on 

those and other proposals. Mayor 
London Breed, who is black, has stat­
ed she believes reparations should be 
handled at the national level. Facing 
a budget crunch, her administration 
eliminated $4 million for a proposed 
reparations office in cuts this year.

Reparations advocates at the pre­
vious hearing expressed frustration 
with the slow pace of government 
action, saying that black residents 
continue to lag in metrics related to 
health, education and income.

Black people, for example, make 
up 38 percent of San Francisco’s 
homeless population despite being 
less than 6 percent of the general 
population, according to a 2022 fed­
eral count.

Cheryl Thornton, a San Francisco 
city employee who is black, said in 
an interview after the committee 
hearing that an apology alone does 
little to address current problems, 
such as shorter life spans for black 
people.

“That’s why reparations is impor­
tant in healthcare,” she said. “And 
it’s just because of the lack of 
healthy food, the lack of access to 
medical care and the lack of access 
to quality education.”
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Habitat restoration
About 7 kilometers from the 

Local Ocean Conservation, anoth­
er community is running Dabaso 
Creek Conservation Group, a 
46-member group, that focuses on 
crab fattening, beach cleaning, 
conservation education aware­
ness, and habitat restoration. It 
also runs an eco-restaurant and 
boardwalk.

The group fattens crabs in a cage 
system under technical knowledge 
from the Kenya Marine and Fish­
eries Research Institute. In this 
way, the demand for wild crabs is 
eased, contributing to the protec­
tion of local wild crab species.

Kahindi Charo, the group’s mar­
keting manager, said the crabs are 
fattened for at most two months in 
20 structures, each holding 10 cag­
es. Each cage holds one crab.

Initially' they sold the crabs to 
the local hotels but later on they 
established their own restaurant, 
The Crab Shack.

“We send fishermen to bring us 
crabs. We then sell the bigger ones 
in our restaurant and fatten the 
small ones in the cages. If a 300- 
gram crab is well-fed, within one 
month it doubles the weight,” he 
said, adding that the demand is still 
higher than the supply especially 
during the Christmas holidays.

The Crab Shack restaurant is 
popular with tourists, who visit the 
place for seafood delicacies, 
including the popular crab samo­
sas, and drinks as they watch sun­
set over Mida Creek.

The 32-square-kilometer broad 
water tidal creek is surrounded by 
extensive mangroves and lined 
with palms, and is one of the most 
beautiful natural attractions on 
the Kenyan coast

Some of the profits from the res­
taurant go toward conservation of 
the creek’s wildlife and mangroves.

same time, Biden did not call for an 
end to the conflict.

Hamas has said it received a 
draft proposal from Gaza truce 
talks in Paris, which includes a 
40-day pause in all military opera­
tions and the exchange of Palestini­
an prisoners for Israeli hostages at 
a ratio of 10 to one, a senior source 
close to the talks told Reuters on 
Ttiesday.

Under the proposed cease-fire, 
hospitals and bakeries in Gaza 
would be repaired, 500 aid trucks 
would enter into the strip each day 
and thousands of tents and cara­
vans would be delivered to house 
the displaced, the source said.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s office said earlier that 
the army had presented to its cabi­
net its operational plan for a 
ground offensive in Rafah, Gaza’s 
southernmost town along the bor­
der with Egypt, where 1.4 million 
Palestinians have sought safety.

In response to the resignation of 
the Palestinian government led by 
Prime Minister Mohammad Shtay- 
yeh, a UN spokesman said the 
world body wants to see a strength­
ened and empowered Palestinian 
government.

The United Nations stands ready 
to continue supporting efforts 
aimed at overcoming the humani­
tarian, political, financial as well as 
security challenges facing the Pal­
estinian people, the spokesman 
said.

The Stage Coach Inn building 
is transported along corn 
fields to avoid power lines in 
West Liberty, Iowa, on 
Sunday. The building was 
moved about 4.8 kilometers 
by the West Liberty Heritage 
Foundation to Heritage Park. 
SAVANNAH BLAKE VIA AP

The community-led projects ini­
tiated along the Kenyan coastline 
to find a balance between use and 
conservation, and fishermen’s 
needs today and their fete tomor­
row, are bearing fruit.

As delegates from more than 180 
nations gather in Nairobi this week 
for the sixth session of the United 
Nations Environment Assembly, 
with protecting biodiversity a 
major topic of discussion, these 
coastal communities have shown 
they are able to sustainably earn 
their living without overexploita­
tion of living marine resources.

Watamu, a small town in Kilifi 
County about 108 kilometers 
north of the port city of Mombasa, 
boasts clean beaches, rich and 
diverse bird life, dugongs, turtles 
and fish, thanks to community-led 
conservation efforts.

Ttirtle conservation is one of the 
key community-led projects along 
Watamu coastline. It’s run by the 
Local Ocean Conservation, a non­
profit organization committed to 
the protection of Kenya’s marine 
environment.

Stalled in 1997, the project con­
sists of a nest monitoring and pro­
tection program, a bycatch net 
release program, and a specialist 
rehabilitation center for sick and 
injured sea turtles. Bycatch is the 
portion of a commercial fishing 
catch that comprises marine ani­
mals caught unintentionally.

Nest monitoring involves patrol­
ling the beaches day and night by a 
dedicated team from the local com­
munity to protect the female sea 
turtles coming to nest, their eggs 
and their hatchlings from predators 
like crabs and birds. They also relo­
cate nests that are at risk from natu­
ral or human dangers.

“When a nest is hatching, we 
make sure as many turtles as possi­
ble make it to the ocean. Many die 
before getting into the water 
because they are eaten by crabs 
and birds,” Teresia Njeri, marine 
education coordinator at the Local 
Ocean Conservation, said.

She said turtles are not carried 
back to the ocean because doing so 
would interfere with their memo­
ry, so they are allowed to make 
their own way. Once they are fully 
grown, turtles head back to where 
they were bom to mate.

“We usually make runways for 
them so that they follow one route 
instead of dispersing all over,” she 
said.

Njeri said turtles are indicators 
of a healthy marine ecosystem, 
and the reason they are conserving 
them. They help in maintaining 
the balance in the ecosystem.

Green turtles graze on seagrass 
beds thus increasing productivity 
and nutrient content of the beds, 
benefiting other species in the food 
web.

Leatherback turtles, on the other 
hand, feed on jellyfish, thus con­
trolling them. Jellyfish feed on fish 
larvae, hence they can wipe out the 
fish population when they are in 
high numbers.

Additionally, nutrients left 
behind by decomposing eggshells

I - -

A wounded man lies on a cart as Palestinians gather to wait for trucks carrying bags of flour to arrive
near an Israeli checkpoint in Gaza City on Monday, mahmoud issa / Reuters
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or hatchlings that die benefit 
coastal vegetation. Hawksbill tur­
tles aid reefs by eating sponges 
that compete with them for space. 

On the bycatch and release pro­
gram, the organization works 
closely with the fishermen and the 
Kenya Wildlife Service.

“In case of accidental catch of 
turtles, the fishennen call us to go 
and rescue them. If it’s a healthy 
turtle, we assess, tag and release it 
back to the ocean. The tagging 
helps in case the turtle is stuck in 
another country^’ she said.

Njeri said they give incentives to 
fishermen who bring accidentally 
caught turtles to the organization. 

To date, more than 23,218 turtle 
rescues have been conducted with 
the collected data providing 
insights into turtle behavior and 
physiology.

Sick and injured turtles are 
monitored and nursed back to 
health at the organization’s reha­
bilitation center and then 
returned to the ocean. The facility 
also serves as an educational tool 
for local and international visitors. 

More than 810 patients have 
been treated at the fecility so for, 
with afflictions ranging from 
exhaustion and minor injuries 
from fishing nets and hooks to 
severe spear gun puncture wounds 
and predation injuries.

Moving 
house

Kenya’s fishermen maintain balance 
between use, protection of biodiversity
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A rescue team releases an endangered sea turtle into the sea at 
the Watamu National Marine Park in Kenya in August. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY LOCAL OCEAN CONSERVATION
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A C919 passenger jet is displayed at the Singapore Airshow in Singapore, then chih wey / xinhua

Terminus opens inti headquarters in Dubai
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Huaneng to step up investments in new energy projects
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Technicians check photovoltaic power facilities in Yixing, Jiangsu
province, ding huanxin / for china daily

A mega photovoltaic and energy 
storage project, located in South­
west China’s Xizang autonomous 
region, commenced construction on 
Monday.

With an installed capacity of 
250,000 kilowatts, the project fea­
tures a 50 megawatts/200 mega- 
watt-hours energy storage system, 
making it the largest solar and ener­
gy storage project in Xizang to date. 

Scheduled for grid connection in 
June, the project is expected to gen­

ByZHUWENQIAN
zh.uwenqian@chinadaily.com.cn

$780 billion by 2030, with an aver­
age compound annual growth rate 
of 20 percent. This makes it one of 
the fastest-growing regions in the 
global digital economy over the 
coming years.

With the rapid development of 
Chinese technology, “Made in Chi­
na” and “globalization” have 
become labels of Chinese business 
culture, said Liu Jianli, a researcher 
at the Beijing-based Institute of 
Industrial Economics, which is 
affiliated with the Chinese Acade­
my of Social Sciences.

“The journey of Chinese compa­
nies in going global has significant­
ly evolved from their early roots in 
traditional manufacturing and 
infrastructure development indus­
tries to today’s focus on technology, 
e-commerce and culture,” Liu said. 

China’s nonfinancial outbound 
direct investment (ODI) increased 
16.7 percent year-on-year to 916.99 
billion yuan ($127.41 billion) in 
2023, said the Ministry of Com­
merce.

In the meantime, Chinese com­
panies’ nonfinancial ODI over the 
same period in other countries par­
ticipating in the BRI amounted to 
224.09 billion yuan, an increase of 
28.4 percent year-on-year.

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan @chi nadaily.com .cn

manufacturing and smart city initi­
atives, the company aims to fully 
capitalize on its AIoT (artificial 
intelligence of things) strengths to 
engage in related projects in these 
markets and contribute to regional 
prosperity.

Since 2020, Terminus has experi­
enced significant growth in its 
international business, leveraging 
global platforms such as Expo 2020 
Dubai. Supported by more than 
1,000 employees in both China and 
overseas, Terminus enjoys a market 
presence in more than 10 countries, 
including Singapore, Australia, 
Zimbabwe and Bahrain.

Ai said that the digital economy 
in the Middle East has tremendous 
potential for development. Acceler­
ating joint construction of the Digi­
tal Silk Road between China and 
Middle Eastern countries will help 
further share the opportunities of 
the digital economy between both 
sides and maximize the results of 
such joint efforts.

Sharing similar views, Abdulla Al 
Saleh, undersecretary of foreign 
trade and industry at the UAE’s 
Ministry of Economy, said that the 
economic and trade relations 
between the UAE and China have 
kept strengthening and growing 
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NDRC: Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region 
set for more coordinated development

erate an annual output exceeding 
490 million kilowatt-hours, equiva­
lent to replacing about 119,000 met­
ric tons of standard coal and 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions 
by around 329,000 tons annually.

The completion of this project is 
poised to accelerate the develop­
ment of clean energy in the region, 
contributing to local economic and 
social development while effectively 
addressing local power supply and 
demand challenges, it said.

es near customers and providing 
customers with high-quality oper­
ational support.

The C919, comparable with the 
narrowbody Airbus A320 and the 
Boeing B737 series, lias 158 to 192 
seats and a flying range of4,075 km 
to 5,555 km. The model made its 
first commercial flight in May 
2023. Four C919 jets have been put 
into commercial operations by 
Shanghai-based China Eastern Air­
lines and handled more than 
130,000 passenger trips.

So far, the C919 has netted more 
than 1,100 orders from home and 
abroad. As the global air travel 
market continues to recover from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the C919 
is expected to meet growing travel 
demand and break the market 
duopoly of Boeing and Airbus.

and optimal allocation of produc­
tion factors. More efforts will be 
made to integrate the industrial 
chain and supply chain to promote 
more scientific research and institu­
tional cooperation in open plat­
forms such as free trade zones, to 
jointly align with high-standard 
international economic and trade 
rules, he said.

This year marks the tenth anni­
versary of the implementation of 
the strategy for Beijing-Tianjin-He- 
bei coordinated development. Dur­
ing the past few years, the Beijing- 
Tianjin-Hebei region has witnessed 
rapid development in regional eco­
nomic integration.

The combined GDP of the Beijing- 
Tianjin-Hebei region reached 10.4 
trillion yuan ($1.44 trillion) in 2023, 
1.9 times that of 2013, offering the lat­
est proof of China’s coordinated high- 
quality development at regional level, 
data from the Beijing Municipal 
Bureau of Statistics showed.

Xia Linmao, executive vice-mayor 
of Beijing, said Beijing will continue 
to promote the high-quality devel­
opment of its sub-center in Tong- 
zhou, with focus on handling the 
relationship with Xiong’an New 
Area, Beijing’s central urban area, 
and its surrounding areas.

Looking ahead, Beijing’s sub-cen­
ter will continue to maintain an 
annual investment intensity of 
more than 100 billion yuan, he said. 

During the news conference, Liu 
Guiping, executive vice-mavor of 
Tianjin, highlighted the importance 
of pursuing coordinated develop­
ment between Beijing and Tianjin 
by further widening and deepening 
cooperation. More efforts will be 
made to boost scientific and techno­
logical innovation, and deepen 
cooperation in fields like infrastruc­
ture, public services, social govern­
ance and environmental protection.

customer of the ARJ21, currently 
operates two ARJ21 planes. Based 
in Jakarta, it has launched four 
routes using the aircraft model, 
and has transported more than 
100,000 passenger trips. With a 
large number of islands, the coun­
try is suitable for the operation of 
regional airliners.

For Southeast Asian customers, 
COMAC has established a regional 
representative office and built a 
regional warehouse for aviation 
materials in Guangzhou, Guang­
dong province, in South China.

Next, relying on customers’ own 
maintenance, repair and overhaul 
facilities, it will build a mainte­
nance network. Besides, the air­
craft manufacturer plans to serve 
Southeast Asian and global cus­
tomers by setting up training bas- 

China is considering building a 
global city cluster in the Beijing-Tian­
jin-Hebei region — and more steps to 
further promote the coordinated 
development of the region are in the 
offing, according to the country’s top 
economic regulator.

Guo Lanfeng, a member of the 
CPC Leadership Group of the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission, pledged further steps 
to promote high-quality develop­
ment in the region’s key areas, in a 
bid to create a world-class city clus­
ter with Beijing as the core.

“We will formulate and introduce 
policy measures to support the high- 
quality development of Tianjin’s 
Binhai New Area, continue to do a 
good job in the coordinated high- 
quality development of (Beijing’s 
sub-center in) Tongzhou district 
and neighboring Sanhe city, Xiang- 
he county and Dachang Hui autono­
mous county in Hebei province,” he 
said at a news conference in Beijing 
on Tuesday.

“We will also leverage the lead­
ing role of the Beijing-Tianjin-He­
bei region in driving the 
development of surrounding are­
as such as Shandong province, the 
Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region and Shanxi province.”

The focus will also be placed on 
relocating some non-essential 
industries from Beijing that are not 
commensurate with the city’s role as 
the national capital, promoting the 
high-quality development of Bei­
jing’s sub-center in Tongzhou and 
Xiong’an New Area in Hebei and 
advancing coordination on rules in 
key areas, Guo said.

The region needs to take a step 
forward in terms of accelerating the 
removal of barriers to the free flow

Warehouse storage
sector expands 
China’s warehouse storage industry 
got off to a smooth start in 2024, 
with development remaining in 
expansionary territory, according to 
a survey released by the China Fed­
eration of Logistics and Purchasing 
and CMST Development Co Ltd. The 
index tracking the sector’s develop­
ment came in at 51.2 percent in Jan­
uary, edging down 0.4 percentage 
point month-on-month. A reading 
above 50 percent indicates expan­
sion, while a reading below' 50 per­
cent reflects contraction.

The C919, China’s domestically 
developed single-aisle passenger 
jet, and the ARJ21, a regional jet, 
have begun their two-week dem­
onstration flights in Southeast 
Asia, indicating a brisk start to 
their overseas marketing, an 
expert said.

The two Chinese-developed air­
craft started their demonstration 
flights at Van Don International 
Airport in Vietnam on Tuesday. In 
the two-week period, they will cov­
er Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, 
Malaysia and Indonesia, according 
to their manufacturer Commercial 
Aircraft Corp of China.

The flights will verify the adapta­
bility of the aircraft models to air­
ports and routes in Southeast Asia, 
the adaptability of ground service 
and equipment of local airports, 
the applicability of special flight 
procedures, and the economy of 
commercial operations, COMAC 
said.

During the events, the two air­
craft will be also on static display, 
and COMAC will conduct product 
promotional activities to attract 
potential customers.

“By demonstrating the good per­
formance of the aircraft models to 
its potential customers, COMAC 
hopes to gain more potential

orders and lay the foundation for 
future market development in 
Southeast Asia,” said Lin Zhijie, a 
civil aviation industry analyst.

The two planes impressed audi­
ences and experts alike at the 
Singapore Airshow, the biennial 
event that concluded on Sunday. 

The ARJ21, China’s first domesti­
cally developed regional passenger 
jet, was put into commercial opera­
tion in 2016. The model has clocked 
more than 11 million passenger 
trips and 127 aircraft have been 
delivered. With a flying range of 
2,225 kilometers to 3,700 km, the 
ARJ21 is mainly used to meet the 
transportation demand between 
major cities and surrounding 
smaller cities.

TransNusa Airlines, an Indone­
sian carrier and the first overseas 

China to better guard 
industrial firms’ data
China has released a three-year plan 
to enhance the protection of indus­
trial firms’ data. From 2024 to 2026, 
China will work to raise awareness 
of data protection, protect impor­
tant industrial data, strengthen data 
security management at key enter­
prises, and enhance data protection 
in key scenarios, according to a plan 
released by the Ministiy of Industry 
and Information Tbchnology. The 
plan specifies 11 tasks to improve the 
country’s ability to protect industrial 
firms’ data, regulate data security 
and support the data security' indus­
try.

Amid increased efforts by many 
Middle Eastern countries to utilize 
the digital economy for sustainable 
growth, Terminus Group — a Bei­
jing-based artificial intelligence ser­
vices provider — has launched its 
international headquarters in 
Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, to 
capture a larger market share in the 
region.

The new headquarters, opera­
tional since Friday, will facilitate 
Terminus’ projects and business 
expansion initiatives in the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman and 
other countries in the region. It 
will also support the group’s opera­
tions in Singapore and Australia, 
as well as many countries partici­
pating in the Belt and Road Initia­
tive.

The Chinese company wall set up 
an AI laboratory in the new facility, 
focusing on cutting-edge explora­
tion in the field of AI and the devel­
opment of targeted solutions for 
the international market.

Victor Ai, founder and CEO of Ter­
minus Group, said that as many 
Middle Eastern countries strive to 
advance in eco-friendly energy,

China Huaneng Group, the sec­
ond-largest power utility in the 
world by installed capacity, said it 
will increase investments in new 
energy projects, including solar and 
offshore wind power, this year amid 
the country’s green energy transi­
tion.

The company said during a news 
conference in Beijing on Monday 
that it will invest in 222 such pro­
jects nationwide this year, as part of 
efforts toward green and low-car­
bon transformation.

The company recently initiated 
and resumed construction of new 
energy projects with a combined 
capacity of nearly 34 million kilo­
watts, it said.

Huaneng’s accumulated 
installed capacity of new energy 
projects exceeded 72 million kilo­
watts last year and new energy 
generation surpassed 100 billion 

prosperously, and the commercial, 
investment, energy and technologi­
cal cooperation between the two 
countries has been deepening and 
making remarkable progress.

Many Middle Eastern countries 
highly value and encourage devel­
opment of the digital economy to 
enhance the resilience and sustain­
ability of their economies.

For instance, Bahrain’s govern­
ment has introduced Bahrain Eco­
nomic Vision 2030, along with 
initiatives such as the Cloud First 
Policy, aimed at establishing the 
country as a regional data hub and 
developing a comprehensive data 
ecosystem.

Similarly, Saudi Arabia has out­
lined a national transformation 
program within its Saudi Vision 
2030 — a transformative economic 
and social reform blueprint. The 
program emphasizes digital entre­
preneurship, investment in digital 
technologies and the enhance­
ment of digital education and 
training.

According to a report published 
by UBS Group AG — a Switzerland­
based multinational investment 
bank—the size of the digital econo­
my in the Middle East is projected 
to growfrom $180 billion in 2022 to 

gy landscape, said Lin Boqiang, 
head of the China Institute for 
Studies in Energy Policy at Xiamen 
University.

The company’s expansion in the 
new energy sector will further 
strengthen its position as a leading 
contributor to the country’s green 
transition, Lin said.

The significant scale of construc­
tion and production underscores 
the company’s efforts to diversify its 
energy portfolio, he said.

By investing in regions like the 
Shandong Peninsula and the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area, Huaneng is con­
tributing to the growth of new ener­
gy capacities in key economic zones 
in China, he said.

Lin added that the remarkable 
surge in investments in the renewa­
ble energy sector in China under­
scores the country’s strategic focus 
on diversifying its energy portfolio 
and reducing reliance on traditional 
sources.

By ZHENG XIN
zhengxin@chinadaily.com.cn

By OUYANG SHI JIA
ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn

kilowatt-hours for the first time. 
The proportion of low-carbon 

clean energy installed capacity in 
the company’s overall capacity 
increased by 5.4 percentage points 
year-on-year, it said.

Li Lailong, head of Huaneng’s 
planning and new energy business 
department, said the company’s 
heightened investments illustrate 
its commitment to sustainable and 
clean energy development.

Huaneng will further increase 
technology empowerment and 
innovation, intensifying efforts in 
research and development with a 
focus on pioneering technologies 
crucial to the evolution of the energy 
sector, he said.

The active involvement of Hua­
neng, one of the largest State- 
owned power generation 
companies in China, in various new 
energy projects across the country 
aligns with the nation’s broader 
goals of transitioning toward a 
greener and more sustainable ener­

events,
C919,

Investments in China’s energy sec­
tor surged last year on the back of the 
government’s commitment to fortify 
the country’s energy infrastructure 
and embrace diverse energy formats, 
with total investment in key energy 
projects under construction or those 
newly initiated rising to 2.8 trillion 
yuan last year, according to the 
National Energy Administration.

This year marks the largest scale 
of construction and production for 
Huaneng in offshore wind projects 
since 2021, with such projects of 
scale located in the Liaoning Bay, 
Shandong Peninsula, Yangtze River 
Delta region and the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area, it said.

The company will also accelerate 
the construction of hydropower 
projects in the country’s southwest­
ern regions this year, to further alle­
viate local supply-demand 
imbalances while optimizing the 
local power structure and ensuring 
stable power supply, it said.
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Visitors check out AstraZeneca products during the sixth China International Import Expo in Shanghai in November, provided to china daily

AstraZeneca sets global strategic center in Shanghai
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By WANG ZHUOQIONG
wangxhuoqiong@chinadaily.com.cn

contributions to promoting high- 
quality development of Shanghai’s 
pharmaceutical industry' and bet­
ter benefit patients around the 
world,” Soriot said.

The company’s Asia-Pacific 
headquarters, China headquarters 
and global R&D China center are 
located in Shanghai.

Chen said that biomedicine is 
one of the three leading industries 
in Shanghai. Since last year, Shang­
hai has unveiled a number of inno- 

By ZHOU WENTENG in Shanghai 
zhouwenting@chinadaily.com.cn

percent year-on-year. Its special­
ized nutrition sector, including its 
infant nutrition brand Aptamil, 
achieved net sales of 2.4 billion 
euros, up 8.3 percent.

Zhu Danpeng, a food and drink 
analyst in China, said Danone 
was one of the earliest multina­
tional brands to enter China. Its 
brand, scale and fans have start­
ed to show an evident upside 
effect.

Aptamil initially focused on 
cross-border e-commerce sales, lat­
er expanding into all channels. 
With its unique and differentiated 
product advantages, Aptamil 
achieved growth through new 
mom care groups and marketing

innovative approaches, like lever­
aging investigator-initiated trials to 
test our molecules in real popula­
tions and understand how they’re 
best working. That’s a unique and 
collaborative approach that’s not 
seen everywhere,” she said.

AstraZeneca also unveiled a plan 
to assist 30 Shanghai enterprises to 
go global in 2024. The plan will cov­
er emerging markets involved in 
the Belt and Road Initiative as well 
as the US, Japan, and some devel­
oped countries in Europe. Through 
two-way visits, the company will 
promote cross-border cooperation 
and exchanges in pharmaceutical 
innovation.

This will also help strengthen the 
connection between Shanghai and 
the international innovation eco­
system, and enhance the city’s 
international reputation as a sci­
ence and technology innovation 
hub, said the company.

Guo Shuting, deputy director of 
the Shanghai Medical Products 
Administration, said that among 
the 10 most representative trades of 
license-out in the country in 2022, 
five involved Shanghai-based 
enterprises with a total amount 
exceeding $4.7 billion.

Trades of license-out refer to a 
local enterprise conducting early 
drug R&D and authorizing die 
project to other pharmaceutical 
businesses for later clinical R&D 
and marketing.

Survey shows players still committed to 
country, buoyed by business prospects

Multinational pharmaceutical 
company AstraZeneca said on 
Monday that Shanghai wall be its 
fifth global strategic center, lever­
aging on die city’s as well as China’s 
market strength and reflecting the 
confidence of the United Kingdom­
based company’s development in 
the country.

Following the four strategic cen­
ters in the UK’s Cambridge, Boston 
and Gaithersburg in the United 
States, and Gothenburg, Sweden, 
which all focus on research and 
development, the one in Shanghai 
will become another global strate­
gic center but integrates R&D, com­
mercial and production operations. 

It will also function as an impor­
tant strategic fulcrum for Astra­
Zeneca’s global strategy, R&D and 
long-term development, the com­
pany said.

Chen Jining, Party secretary of 
Shanghai, met with Pascal Soriot, 
CEO of AstraZeneca, and his team, 
the same day.

“The purpose of leading the glob­
al senior management team to 
Shanghai is to deepen their under­
standing of China and Shanghai, 
continue to increase investment in 
innovation, and carry out more 
in-depth cooperation with local 
innovative pharmaceutical compa­
nies in China, so as to make greater

Chen Jining, Party secretary of 
Shanghai 

About 62 percent of foreign com­
panies in China have chosen not to 
shift their investments out of the 
country, as they believe that the 
nation has large room for further 
development, according to a recent 
survey.

Among these foreign-funded 
enterprises, 66 percent of US com­
panies said they remain commit­
ted to the Chinese market, 
representing the highest propor­
tion of all businesses studied, 
according to the 2024 Special 
Report on the State of Business in 
South China.

The report was released by the 
American Chamber of Commerce in 
South China, or AmCham South 
China, on Tuesday. It is based on 
interviews with 183 member com­
panies late last year.

“Not a single company declared 
a complete withdrawal from the 
Chinese market,” said Harley 
Seyedin, president of AmCham 
South China, at a news conference 
in Guangzhou, Guangdong prov­
ince, on Tuesday.

About 76 percent of polled com­
panies plan to reinvest in China this 
year — one percentage point higher 
than in 2022, Seyedin said.

Meanwhile, 88 percent of polled 
companies reported profits in Chi­
na, among which 46 percent report­
ed that they had met their budget 
expectations. Also, 90 percent of the 
polled US companies have achieved 
profitability in China.

Among the companies that have 
yet to make profits in China, 60 per­
cent said they expected to achieve 
profitability within two years, while 
15 percent believe it will take over 
six years.

“Generally speaking, the polled 
companies believe that they enjoy a 
high rate of return on investment 
(ROI) in China,” said Seyedin.

Eighty percent of these compa­
nies reported that their overall ROI 
in China is positive, or very positive 
— a proportion far higher than the 
average positive ROI (74 percent) 
during three years of the COVID-19 
pandemic, he added.

Compared with their overall 
return on global investment, over 
half of the companies studied (51 
percent) believe their overall ROI in 
China is better, said Seyedin.

Referring to business in the Chi­
nese market, 62 percent of the com­
panies said they are bullish on 
prospects here.

Seyedin said the Chinese econo­
my in 2023 beat its annual growth 
target, with GDP expanding 5.2 per­
cent and reaching a total of $1752 
trillion.

“The country is estimated to have 
contributed around one-third of 
global economic growth last year, 
remaining a crucial locomotive in 
promoting the world’s economy?’ he 
said.

“According to a study by Enright, 
Scott and Associates, foreign-invest- 
ed enterprises account for 33 percent 
of China’s GDP and 27 percent of its

Harley Seyedin, president,
American Chamber of
Commerce in South China 

I

vative policies to support enter­
prises and promote new break­
throughs in R&D facilitation, 
innovative drag and device listings 
as well as clinical trials.

“We’ll make every effoit to create 
a first-class business environment 
that is market-oriented, law-based 
and internationalized, and provide 
a full range of high-quality services 
for global enterprises and talent to 
thrive in Shanghai,” said Chen.

Data from the Shanghai Munici­
pal Science and Technology' Com­
mission showed that the industrial 
scale of Shanghai’s biomedical 
industryjumped from 383.3 billion 
yuan ($53.25 billion) in 2019 to 
933.7 billion yuan last year.

Sharon Barr, executive vice-pres­
ident of biopharmaceuticals R&D 
at AstraZeneca, said that the pro­
portion of China R&D in the com­
pany’s global R&D has been 
growing constantly.

“Over the past decade, we have 
167 studies in China. In addition to 
that, our China team leads studies 
that are global. So, from China, we 
are initiating and leading studies 
that span the entire planet,” she 
said.

Barr also said that in the clinical 
development space, partners in 
China have an edge in being crea­
tive and innovative.

“They test new concepts, and 
they do this at scale with large 
patient populations. Also, they use

growth led by market share volume 
gains,” he said.

Antoine de Saint-Affrique, CEO 
of Danone, said the company is sat­
isfied with the quality and quantity 
of growth in China. “The business 
remains extraordinarily strong,” 
said the CEO. He highlighted the 
launch of Essensis, the top product 
in its premium portfolio of infant 
milk formula, with promising ini­
tial feedback.

In the infant milk formula cate­
gory, the company has opportuni­
ties for penetration into third- and 
fourth-tier cities, he added.

For adult consumers, the compa­
ny will keep growing, leveraging its 
pharmaceutical license in China to 
focus more on post-hospital dis­
charge patients with nutritional 
powders and expand its product 
offerings.

The CEO said 2023 was a year of 
consistent progress and strong 
deliveries, with a focus on reinte­
grating science into their opera­
tions and linking sustainability 
with business performance. 

“We made significant progress 
in sharpening our portfolio. We 
further invested behind our 
brands, our innovations and our 
capabilities, progressively improv­
ing the quality' of our growth,” he 
said.

In terms of the company’s global 
performance, it posted fourth­
quarter sales of 6.7 billion euros, up 
5.1 percent on a like-for-like basis. 
In 2023, consolidated sales stood at 
27.6 billion euros, up 7 percent on a 
like-for-like basis.

Harley Seyedin (second right), president of AmCham South China, 
addresses a conference on the release of the 2024 Special Report on 
the State of Business in South China in Guangzhou, Guangdong 
province, on Tuesday, zheng caixiong / china daily
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through positive 
reviews, said Zhu.

Danone’s Group Deputy CEO 
Juergen Esser said that in the 
infant milk formula business in 
China, Aptamils posted another 
quarter of solid growth and con­
tinued to gain more market share, 
thanks to local team’s efforts 
alongside tight controls over 
inventories and pricing, especially 
during the market transition from 
old to newly registered recipes.

Their medical portfolio in China 
registered double-digit growth, 
driven by both adult nutrition and 
pediatric specialties.

“In water, Mizone delivered 
another quarter of double-digit 

We’ll make every 
effort to create a first- 
class business 
environment that is 
market-oriented, 
law-based and 
internationalized, 
and provide a full 
range of high-quality 
services for global 
enterprises and 
talent to thrive in 
Shanghai.”

K
y

Not a single company 
declared a complete 
withdrawal from the 
Chinese market.”

By ZHENG CAIXIONG 
in Guangzhou 
zhengcaixiong@chinadaily.com.cn

Danone’s booth is seen during an expo in Wuhan, Hubei province, 
in June, provided to china daily
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employment,” said Seyedin, adding 
that US companies also contribute 
big to China’s GDP.

“This explains the reason why 
foreign enterprises, however cau­
tiously, continue their interest in 
the Chinese market in spite of con­
tinued difficulties facing all com­
panies — such as tiie impact of 
three years of COVID-19, interrup­
tions in the supply chain, shipping 
container shortages, exorbitant 
cost of international travel and 
logistics and anemic world 
demand.”

Seyedin said the proportion of US 
companies budgeting to reinvest 
$250 million or more has increased 
to 4 percent.

“Sales, marketing and business 
development remain the primary 
areas of reinvestment for our 
member companies. But at the 
same time, they are also paying 
attention to innovation and talent 
cultivation.

“This will strengthen corporate 
competitiveness and provide 
momentum for China’s transition 
from high-speed growth to high- 
quality development,” said Seyedin. 

Guangzhou has been recognized 
for seven consecutive years as the 
most preferred investment destina­
tion in China, followed by Shenzhen 
in Guangdong province, Shanghai, 
and Beijing, he said.

Seyedin said he believes the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area will be attractive 
for international investors in the fol­
lowing years, as the cities in the clus­
ter have strong complementarity in 
terms of their major growth drivers, 
such as Shenzhen’s innovation tal­
ent and Dongguan’s manufacturing 
prowess.

Official statistics showed that the 
GBA, which includes nine Guang­
dong cities, and the Hong Kong and 
Macao special administrative 
regions, reached a GDP of more 
than 13 trillion yuan ($1.83 trillion) 
last year.

William Huang, managing part­
ner, Guangzhou branch, South Chi­
na, Ernst and Young Hua Ming LLP, 
also said he is confident of the GBAs 
future development, as the region 
has the country’s strongest econom­
ic vitality.

The GBA has been boosting infra­
structure to support its interconnec- 
tivity, allowing people in the GBA to 
travel more efficiently through high­
speed railway services and express­
way networks, Huang said.

Efforts are also being made to 
facilitate connections between sys­
tem mechanisms, laws and regula­
tions and mutual recognition of 
certificates, he added.
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Sports drink Mizone and infant 
nutrition products continued to 
drive the performance of food and 
beverage giant Danone in financial 
year 2023.

The company experienced 
strong competitive growth in Chi­
na, Japan, Australia and New Zea­
land, according to its financial 
report.

China, North Asia and Oceania 
delivered 7.4 percent like-for-like 
sales growth in the fourth quarter 
from 817 million euros ($887 mil­
lion) to 822 million euros. For the 
full year, sales rose 10.1 percent to 
3.5 billion euros from 3.42 billion 
euros compared with a year ago.

In China, specialized nutrition 
maintained its momentum, in both 
infant nutrition and medical nutri­
tion. Mizone also performed 
strongly.

In 2023, the region of China, 
North Asia and Oceania saw 
Mizone bottled water and beverage 
sales of 692 million euros, up 14.1
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Inner Mongolia town

Ningcheng makes two-thirds of products sold nationwide
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Zhang Shule, a columnist at 
people.cn 

Contact the writers at
zhengyiran@chinadaily.com.cn

in Ningcheng is promising. 
“The local industry started at a 

relatively early stage. The county 
boasts mature technology and rich 
natural resources, which conform to 
the development basis of the indus­
try. The county lias established an 
industry association, and held the 
first industry conference, constantly

t

By ZHENG YIRAN in Beijing 
and YUAN HUI in Hohhot

I
the Middle East Meanwhile, in the 
domestic market, products are sold 
via e-commerce platforms, pet stores 
and shopping malls, and sales have 
been growing at a compound annual 
growth rate of around 20 percent.

Zhang Wenhan, head of the Ning­
cheng Cat Litter Industry Associa­
tion, said that the cat litter business

Zhang said that currently, the 
main distribution channels of the 
company are Alibaba International, 
offline exhibitions, social network 
platforms, independent networks 
and customer referrals. More than 
80 percent of products are exported 
to over 80 countries and regions in 
Southeast Asia, South America and

With consumption upgrades and 
the growth of cat and dog owners, 
pet cafes — a new business concept 
— are gaining popularity across the 
country.

For Yu Miao, a 30-year-old cat 
owner in Hangzhou, Zhejiang prov­
ince, one of the criteria when she 
selects a coffee shop is whether it is 
pet-friendly.

“There are so many coffee shops 
in Hangzhou. As a cat owner, I 
sometimes take my cat out, and I 
would like to choose a coffee shop 
that allows my cat to accompany me 
in cafes,” she said.

With the number of animal lovers 
like Yu growing in recent years, pet­
friendly coffee shops are sprouting 
up like mushrooms after a spring 
shower.

At a pet-friendly cafe in Hang­
zhou’s Hubin business area, a steady 
stream of coffee fens arrive for a cup 
of joe with their trusty four-legged 
friends in tow. The shop is divided 
into two sections. The outside por­
tion is for canines and their masters 
while the inside area is for felines. 
The venue can accommodate up to 
60 such furry creatures, with a wide 
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China’s first cat-friendly coffee 
shop opened in Guangzhou in 2011. 
As of February, there were more 
than 4,000 pet-friendly coffee shops 
in China, data from corporate data 
provider Qjchacha showed.

Pet-friendly coffee shops can be 
mainly divided into two modes. One 
raises cats and dogs in the shop and 
enables consumers to play with 
them. These venues charge admis­
sion fees in addition to costs for bev­
erages and snacks. Some charge by 
the hour, while others have no time 
limits. Taking Shanghai as an exam­
ple, admission tickets for time-limit­
ed cat cafes range from 40 yuan to 
200 yuan per hour.

The other model simply allows 
pets to visit and enjoy coffee with 
their owners. There is no admission 
fee levied, but customers need to 
order if they want to remain on the 
premises. Some pet-friendly coffee 
shops do have minimum charges.

Pets are the highlight of pet­
friendly coffee shops, but they can 
also present difficulties. Many shop 
owners said that there are occasion­
al incidents of cats biting or scratch­
ing customers. Although every cat 
lias been fully vaccinated, there are 
still some customers who demand

J

compensation, especially when chil­
dren come home after being 
injured. Parents who are not famil­
iar with the situation often make 
things more complicated. The cases 
also happen among dogs and other 
animals.

Industry experts said that uncon­
trollable factors associated with 
such animals often increase the 
operating costs of pet-friendly cafes, 
let alone various contagion preven­
tion fees and medical costs of the 
pets themselves. In addition, there 
are also hygiene-related food and 
beverage hazards caused by animals.

Zhang Shule, a columnist at peo- 
ple.cn, said that pet-friendly coffee 
shops should address the above- 
mentioned problems in order to 
build customer loyalty and burnish 
brand images.

“Meanwhile, they should develop 
diversified services, such as intro­
ducing pet grooming services, to 
achieve long-term growth. Young 
people prefer to pursue personal­
ized, unique user experiences. Pet­
friendly coffee shops should think 
carefully about how to improve 
products and services to win the 
hearts of consumers,” Zhang said.

dental. Behind the trend is a huge 
group of animal lovers who are will­
ing to pay for the well-being of 
domesticated animals. According to 
a recent report by market consult­
ancy iiMedia Research, in 2022, the 
market scale of China’s pet economy 
totaled 493.6 billion yuan ($68.6 bil­
lion), with the penetration rate of 
families with pets rising year by 
year. It is expected that the market 
will reach 811.4 billion yuan by 2025.

I

top cat in kitty litter biz

enhancing its industrial influence. 
In addition, the local government 
has included cat litter industry 
development into the government 
work plan, and has been optimizing 
the business environment. There 
are vast business opportunities,” 
Zhang said.

He said the pet economy in China 
is still at an initial stage, and the 
annual growth rate of the market 
over the past five years has sur­
passed 10 percent. During the pan­
demic, the growth rate was as high 
as over 20 percent.

“With the increasingly graying 
society, the continuous increase of 
urbanization rates in China, and 
backed by the development and 
scale of overseas pet markets, the 
sector in China is expected to grow 
rapidly’’ Zhang added.

According to a recent report joint­
ly issued by the National Technical 
Committee on Pet of Standardiza­
tion Administration, the China Pet 
Industry Association, the Chinese 
Veterinary Medical Association and 
Beijing-based pet platform Petha- 
doop, China is now the world’s sec­
ond-largest pet market, with the 
urban pet market worth some 279.3 
billion yuan in 2023, up 3.2 percent 
on a yearly basis. The pet canine 
market in cities in 2023 rose 0.9 per­
cent year-on-year, while the pet 
feline sector grew 6 percent

In 2023, the number of pet dogs 
nationwide totaled 51.75 million, up 1.1 
percent on a yearly basis. Meanwhile, 
pet cats reached 69.8 million, 6.8 per­
cent higher than the 2022 total.

According to the report, post- 
1990s and post-1980s pet owners 
were still the main consumption 
demographic in the sector, with die 
number of post-1990s and post- 
1980s pet owners growing 2.1 per­
centage points and 10.8 percentage 
points, respectively.

With the market boom, Zhang 
suggested the area grasp business 
opportunities and tap into the cat 
litter market.

“Taking advantage of the local 
high-quality bentonite resources, 
and making full use of the Ning­
cheng Cat Litter Industry Associa­
tion, we should further explore 
business opportunities in the pet 
economy, and make Ningcheng a 
renowned spot for cat litter and the 
pet economy,” he said.

According to a guideline issued by 
the bureau of industry and informa­
tion technology in Ningcheng, it 
plans to invest 1 billion yuan to build 
a national-level cat litter technology 
industry park, which is estimated to 
take up 800 mu (5.33 hectares) and 
produce over 600,000 tons of cat lit­
ter annually.

Meanwhile, it plans to join 32 cat 
litter enterprises in the area to 
establish an industry association, 
register for a Ningcheng cat litter 
geographical indication trademark, 
and set up an industry standard for 
bentonite cat litter.

Chen Qiang, head of the bureau, 
said: “We will strengthen technolog­
ical support, enhance product quali­
ty, effectively solve the problem of 
cat litter export tax refunds, vigor­
ously develop the sector, and active­
ly organize enterprises to 
participate in exhibitions to pro­
mote the development of the cat lit­
ter business in Ningcheng.”

variety of breeds popular among 
young brewed-beverage fens.

Duan Mu, owner of the coffee 
shop, said that it has been popular 
ever since its opening in April, espe­
cially during weekends, when sin- 
gle-day passenger flows can be as 
high as over 500.

“Due to limited living space and 
busy work schedules, many young 
people are now unable to raise pets 
themselves. The pets here satisfy 
their needs to play with them. To 
attract more visitors, we also intro­
duced water pufferfish, alpacas and 
ducks,” he said, referring to the sev­
eral animals he looks after in the 
shop.

With the expansion of the pet 
ownership market, pet-friendly cof­
fee shops in other cities are also 
enjoying wide popularity. “Capacity 
rates during normal operating days 
stand at around 70 to 80 percent. 
During weekends, sometimes visi­
tors have to wait in line before being 
seated. As customers are all here to 
enjoy themselves with animals, they 
think the experience is worth the 
wait,” said a pet-friendly coffee shop 
owner surnamed Li in Beijing.

In fact, tiie emergence of pet econ­
omy-derived businesses is not acci-

Zhang Wenhan, head of
the Ningcheng Cat Litter
Industry Association

Consumers play with cats at a pet cafe in Beijing in June. 
ZOU YU / XINHUA

Above: A visitor checks 
out cat litter products dur­
ing a pet supplies expo in 
Shanghai in May. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY 

Left: Researchers test cat 
Utter quality at a lab in 
Chifeng, Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region, in 
November. 
QI XUETAO / FOR CHINA DAILY
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Young people prefer 
to pursue 
personalized, unique 
user experiences. Pet­
friendly coffee shops 
should think carefully 
on how to improve 
products and services 
to win the hearts of 
consumers.”

The county
boasts mature 
technology and 
rich natural 
resources, which 
conform to the 
development 
basis of the 
industry.”

rUY’.'.t 0In the Inner Mongolia autono­
mous region, the small town of 
Ningcheng produces some two- 
thirds of all the cat litter in China, 
and one-fifth of the world’s total, 
with the business bringing 
improved livelihoods to locals.

The sector has developed to such a 
scale that a major cat litter industry 
conference was held in Ningcheng 
county last year. During the event, 
industry experts, academicians and 
entrepreneurs gathered to discuss 
the development of the business. 
Ningcheng inked deals with three 
cat litter enterprises worth over 850 
million yuan ($118 million).

Pursuant to the signings, Ning­
cheng plans to build up the largest 
bentonite cat litter production base 
in China — and 1 ikely the world’s big­
gest as well — targeting annual pro­
duction of 2.4 million metric tons.

Cat litter can be divided into 
clumping and non-clumping varie­
ties, with the former currently most 
widely used as it lias strong mois­
ture absorption and good deodori­
zation properties, as well as being 
easier to clean. Bentonite is the 
main component of clumping cat 
litter. It has good physical and 
chemical properties, and can be 
used as a purification and decolori­
zation agent, binder, suspension 
agent and catalyst It is also widely 
used in agriculture, light industry, 
cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and 
other applications.

Ningcheng boasts 16.4 million 
tons of bentonite and 2 billion tons 
of potential mineral resources. It is 
one of the high-quality bentonite 
raw material bases in the country. 
Cat litter enterprises in Ningcheng 
have rich experience and technolog­
ical advantages in the fields of ben­
tonite and kaolin processing, and 
have conducted extensive research 
into lightweight cat litter and asep­
tic technologies.

Bentonite cat litter produced in 
Ningcheng is sold to more than 80 
countries and regions around the 
world. In the domestic market, 
products are mainly sold in first 
and second-tier cities, while in over­
seas markets, they are mainly sold 
to Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Japan, South Korea and Indonesia. 

With decades of development, 
bentonite cat litter produced in 
Ningcheng is highly recognized by 
the market Official data showed 
that local annual sales have reached 
1.5 million tons, while demand has 
been constantly rising.

Zhang Yongsheng, deputy general 
manager of Ningcheng County 
Chong’ai Pet Products Co Ltd, said: 
“In terms of technology, we have 
introduced advanced granulation 
machines, dust removal and other 
equipment. Through the introduc­
tion of advanced talent alongside 
research and development transfor­
mation, we have made break­
throughs in coagulation, 
deodorization, dust-free qualities 
and renewable properties of cat lit­
ter products. Meanwhile, working 
with the Ningcheng Cat Litter 
Industry Association and the School 
of Materials Science and Engineer­
ing at the University of Science and 
Technology Beijing, we have made 
innovations and reforms in cat litter 
manufacturing technology, taking a 
leading role in the industry?’
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casts shadow on global growth

Germany should name pipelines saboteur
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The recovery of global manufac­
turing in the past month has given 
a boost to global economic growth 
expectations, but under the influ­
ence of declining growth momen­
tum and high inflation, the recovery 
of global manufacturing has been 
varying in different regions. 

China and other emerging mar­
kets and developing economies have 
displayed remarkable resilience in 
the development of their manufac­
turing industries in the face of com­
plex and severe situations. Statistics 
from the China Federation of Logis­
tics and Purchasing show that Asia’s 
manufacturing purchasing manag­
ers’ index rose above 50 percent 
again in January, and China’s manu­
facturing PMI in particular rose 0.2 
percentage points in January from 
the previous month. 

Compared with the previous 
month, members of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, except 
the Philippines, saw their manufac­
turing PMI rising to varying

At the State Council executive 
meeting on Feb 23, a guiding docu­
ment on further optimizing pay­
ment services and improving 
convenience of payment was 
reviewed and approved. Focusing 
on the inconvenience faced by sen­
ior citizens and foreigners visiting 
China, the guiding document aims 
at promoting multiple payment 
methods such as mobile payment, 
bank cards and cash.

With mobile payment so conve­
nient for many, it has created digi­
tal divides, not only between the 
young and the elderly, but also 
between locals and foreigners.

degrees in January. Brazil and Mex­
ico, too, saw a significant rise. 
Although the manufacturing indus­
try in Africa has declined, the index 
level has stayed at around 49 per­
cent for two consecutive months, 
and many countries have intro­
duced economic reforms to pro­
mote diversified development and 
improve economic resilience, con­
tributing to their steady economic 
recovery.

S&P global data shows that the 
eurozone’s manufacturing PMI was 
higher than market expectations in 
January, hitting a new high in near­
ly 10 months, but relevant data fell 
sharply in February. Not only that, 
as a main engine of the eurozone’s 
economy, Germany’s manufactur­
ing PMI fell sharply after six con­
secutive months of growth. The 
zero or negative growth of Germa­
ny’s heavy industry for a fourth 
quarter in a row has also put pres­
sure on the eurozone’s economy. In 
mid-February, a European Commis-

Especially, as China’s visa-free poli­
cy continues to expand, coupled 
with the recovery of cross-border 
tourism following the end of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the number of 
foreign visitors to China has been 
increasing.

China has a developed system of 
mobile payments, while many other 
countries and regions still use cred­
it cards and cash. Efforts should be 
made to include cash and bank 
card payments along with mobile 
payments.

Bank fee rates can be lowered to 
encourage businesses to use point 
of sale machines, enabling cus-

ton and Tel Aviv to accept such a 
Palestinian State. What they want 
to see is a Hamas-free Gaza that 
Israel exercises actual control over 
and a US-friendly West Bank con­
trolled by a US-proxy government. 

Abbas is expected to choose 
Mohammad Mustafa, chairman of 
the Palestine Investment Fund, as 
the next prime minister. Mustafa is 
a US-educated economist who has 
held senior positions in the World 
Bank and has a good, longstanding 
working relationship with US offi­
cials. If so, whether the Moscow- 
brokered negotiations of different 
Palestinian factions can yield their 
expected results remains to be seen. 

One tiling the West must bear in 
mind is that the bloodshed in Gaza 
lias only consolidated the Palestini­
an people’s determination to pro­
tect their own lives and rights to an 
overdue statehood, rather than sub­
jugating it

tomers to pay by card.
In 2022, the People’s Bank of Chi­

na, the country’s central bank, 
together with relevant departments, 
encouraged payment through card 
swiping, QRcode scanning and 
cash payments, which was aimed at 
further strengthening the compati­
bility of existing mobile payment 
options for foreigners. 

Finally, it should be noted that 
such relaxations do not mean the 
efforts to popularize mobile pay­
ments will stagnate. On the con­
trary, both need to be advanced in 
parallel.

estinian governing body and what 
the Palestinian people want from it. 
Not to mention the difficulty in 
forming an authority that can 
please all sides at the same time 
given the differences between them 
as exposed in 2007.

It remains to be seen to what 
extent the Gaza conflict can prompt 
the different Palestinian factions to 
shelve their disputes and pool their 
efforts to realize the common goal 
of founding an independent and 
sovereign state of Palestine. 

Based on the two-state solution 
of the United Nations, apart from 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the 
Palestine State should include East 
Jerusalem, which Israel has occu­
pied since 1967, and some other are­
as that Israel has exercised de facto 
control over in the past decades. 

But even if Fatah and Hamas can 
join hands temporarily in the face 
of common external threats, it 
might be very difficult for Washing-

Economic
recovery

aftermath of the explosions that Russia’s was the 
hand behind the sabotage.

There is no reason why the Western nations, 
which are accustomed to blaming Russia for many 
a wrong committed, would not rush to point the 
finger at Russia if there was evidence to back up 
their accusation.

The country/countries that neither Denmark 
nor Sweden is willing to publicly name, also had 
the weight, or the necessary support, to block a 
public, independent probe of what was also a huge 
environmental crime as early as March 2023 when 
Russia moved to form such an investigative com­
mittee under the auspices of the United Nations. 

As Zhang Jun, China’s permanent representa­
tive to the UN, said at the time, those countries that 
blocked the international investigation only called 
into question their motives and raised suspicions 
that they had something to hide.

An impartial international investigation into the 
Nord Stream pipeline explosions is important 
because it was the sabotaging of cross-border 
infrastructure. Pursuing the responsibility of the 
perpetrator/s concerns the interests of every coun­
try. That’s why China continues to call for an objec­
tive and professional investigation to hold the 
hand/s behind the act answerable for the crime.

Announcing the end of its investigation, Sweden 
said that it was not pursuing the case as the perpe­
trator/s posed no threat to its national security. But 
Germany’s national security, in the form of its ener­
gy security at least, has been threatened. It should 
bite the bullet and name the party responsible.

sion report lowered the growth rate 
of the Ell's economy in 2024 from 
1.3 percent to 0.9 percent, and that 
of the eurozone economy from 1.2 
percent to 0.8 percent. The Deut­
sche Bundesbank has also warned 
that Germany’s economy could 
shrink slightly in the first quarter of 
this year, slipping into a technical 
recession.

Although the manufacturing 
index in the United States has 
rebounded, many believe it is diffi­
cult for the US economy to grow 
under high interest rates. A Wells 
Fargo Bank report believes that as 
the US’job market tends to saturate 
and layoffs begin to increase, the 
US economy is expected to cool 
sharply in the coming months. 

Since the beginning of this year, 
central banks in Europe and the US 
are asking for suppressing market 
expectations of rapid interest rate 
cuts, reflecting concerns about the 
risks from quick rate cuts.

- ECONOMIC DAILY

Palestinian Prime Minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh announced 
the resignation of his government 
on Monday, and Palestinian Presi­
dent Mahmoud Abbas accepted it 
later the same day.

That move paves the way for a 
shake-up in the Palestinian Nation­
al Authority that is conducive to 
putting an end to the de facto split 
between Fatah, which dominated 
the PNA that governs the West 
Bank, and Gaza, which has been 
seen as being a Palestinian enclave 
under Hamas’ control, since 2007. 

Reportedly, Russia has already 
invited the two sides, along with 
other Palestinian factions, to hold 
negotiations with the aim of form­
ing a unified governing body, 
toward which most of the invitees 
held an open attitude.

Although both the United States 
and Israel would also like to see 
that, there is a big gap between 
what they want from the future Pal-
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he record of the law enforcement actions 
taken by the China Coast Guard so far 
this year shows that two-fourths of them 
have been in response to provocations by

the Philippines.
In February alone, the CCG released at least five 

notices or statements on measures that it had been 
forced to take because of the Philippines’ provoca­
tive activities around Chinese islands and reefs in 
the South China Sea, namely Huangyan Island and 
Ren’ai Reef.

Taking advantage of the restraint China has 
shown, the Philippines has sent its coast guard 
ships, government vessels and fishing boats to 
repeatedly trespass into waters adjacent to Huang­
yan Island. It has also repeatedly and with increas­
ing frequency attempted to send building 
materials to reinforce the disintegrating warship it 
illegally grounded on China’s Ren’ai Reef in 1999. 

No country would sit idle in the face of such bla­
tant provocations and infringements on its territo­
rial integrity.

The Foreign Ministry’s confirmation that China 
has recently reinstalled a barrier at the mouth of 
Huangyan Island in the South China Sea should 
drive home the message that China has both the 
resolve and the capability to counter the provoca­
tive intrusions by the Philippines.

In response to a related question on Monday, 
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Mao Ning said 
China was compelled to take such measures to

of the Taiwan question, and thus how provocative 
Pelosi’s visit was, and how provocative it was 
meant to be. He will also be well aware that it is 
Washington that has been playing the Taiwan card 
to try and intimidate Beijing, in violation of the 
promises and the commitments that it has made. 

Burns should also be reminded that many 
nations do not want to live in a world where the US 
remains dominant as a rogue country that defies 
the accepted rules of behavior at will, and engi­
neers confrontations, conflicts and wars.

Like China, they want a multipolar world that is 
fairer, more peaceful and stable, and an interna­
tional system that fosters common development 
and shared security.

If the US thinks that China represents a threat to 
the world, it is telling the world that maintaining 
an unfair system, starting wars and keeping the 
development gap are exactly what it wants.

By presenting a false picture that there is “a compe­
tition of ideas” between “America’s big idea of a demo­
cratic society and human freedom” and China’s ideas 
as a “communist state” Bums only showed how US 
minds remain mired in the Cold War era

US ideas have benefited the world tremendous­
ly. But true democracy and freedom are open to the 
ideas of all. Diversity, inclusiveness, harmony and 
mutual learning are the practical ideas that China 
offers the world as a “communist state”.

firmly safeguard its sovereignty, territorial integri­
ty and maritime rights, and that Manila bears all 
the blame for the latest escalation of tensions, 
which is the outcome of its imprudent bravado.

It is no secret that much of the Philippines’ new­
ly found brio stems from the support of the United 
States, which is seeking to use the maritime dis­
putes between the Philippines and China to 
advance its own strategic goals in the region.

It is at the incitement of Washington that Manila 
has recklessly upped the ante with its antics in the 
South China Sea since last year.

Hence, the latest measure taken by China near 
Huangyan Island is fully justified and necessary. 

Manila should recognize it is a clear warning 
that it should stop playing with fire.

Both Manila and Washington should not be 
lulled into the false sense of security that their 
games are without risks. They are rashly raising 
the stakes by continuously ratcheting up tensions 
in the South China Sea. Both would suffer conse­
quences from a head-on clash with China, no mat­
ter what the scale.

Back in 2012, Manila did not gain any advantage 
from unilaterally stoking tensions on Huangyan 
Island, which led to a standoff with China in the 
waters that lasted for weeks.

It will also fail to benefit from its doubled-down 
roguery this time. It will pay a dear price if it con­
tinues to bet on the US’ aggressive wagering in the 
South China Sea for its brinkmanship with China.

espite his candidness, United States 
Ambassador to China Nicholas Bums’ 
interview with CBS’ 60 Minutes, which 
aired on Friday, offered little that was fresh.

Bums has made good use of the past two years 
since he came to China to cultivate a friendly and 
open image. But as the interview revealed, the vet­
eran US diplomat, who has served both Republi­
can and Democratic administrations, still harbors 
a Cold War mentality, a defining feature of the Chi­
na hawks who inhabit Washington.

He echoed their typical scaremongering, claim­
ing that China, which has repeatedly stressed oth­
erwise, wants to overtake the United States as the 
dominant country globally. Ringing a fearful 
alarm, Bums told Lesley Stahl, a reporter of the 
CBS News program, ‘We don’t want that to hap­
pen. We don’t want to live in a world where the 
Chinese are the dominant country”.

Burns arrived at that point after taking the initi­
ative to hype up the Chinese mainland’s higher 
rate of “air activity and naval activity” near the 
island of Taiwan since then House of Representa­
tives speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to it in August 
2022, which he decried as “intimidating, meant to 
intimidate”.

As a senior and professional diplomat and a 
scholar in international relations during the Cold 
War, Bums should have a very clear understanding

enmark announced on Monday that it 
had ended its investigation into the 
explosions that damaged the underwa­
ter Nord Stream gas pipelines in Sep­

tember 2022, with the Danish authorities saying 
the “comprehensive and complex” probe jointly 
carried out by the Copenhagen Police and the Dan­
ish security service concluded the blasts were acts 
of sabotage, but they did not have sufficient 
grounds to pursue a criminal case.

The announcement came after Sweden closed 
its investigation into the explosions earlier this 
month. While its investigation came to the same 
conclusion, Swedish officials went so far as to say 
that a state actor was the most likely culprit. But 
they too refused to point the finger at the perpetra­
tor, saying the country didn’t have jurisdiction.

The two countries’ investigation materials 
remain confidential, but Sweden has said it had 
handed over to the German authorities “material 
that can be used as evidence” in investigation that 
Germany is carrying out.

It is clear from what they have said that both 
Denmark and Sweden have identified the country 
responsible for blowing up the pipelines, but they 
are unwilling to say which one it was.

The Germans are therefore bound to reach the 
same conclusion.

The resounding silence over the Danish and 
Swedish investigations’ conclusions, which have 
no doubt been quietly revealed to friendly ears, are 
in a stark contrast to the hasty and loud allegations 
made by some Western countries in the immediate

The Philippines blindly upping the ante by 
betting on US backing for its brinkmanship
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n the pursuit of economic growth, 
enhancing productivity is of crucial 
importance. New productive forces, 
grounded in cutting-edge technologies

and emerging industries, serve as a novel 
force driving output. The development of 
such productivity is driven not only by the 
intrinsic demand for China’s economic 
transformation and high-quality develop­
ment but also from the external pressures 
due to the fast-changing global economic 
landscape.

To harness new productive forces, there­
fore, we need a synergistic alignment with 
the evoking needs of the people to foster a 
virtuous cycle of supply and demand. 

It is important to assert here that new 
productive forces are the organic integra­
tion of new technologies, pathways and 
industries.

New Technologies: Productivity growth 
primarily hinges on innovations in technol­
ogy, akin to the transformative impacts wit­
nessed during past technological 
revolutions in the West. The digital and 
green revolutions have been rapidly unfold­
ing, ushering in a plethora of general-pur­
pose technologies, epitomized by innovative 
products such as ChatGPT.

China has already gained an advantage in 
these revolutions, laying a solid foundation 
for the Fourth Industrial Revolution and 
new productive forces.

New Pathways: Since the launch of 
reform and opening-up, China has gained 
knowledge of and developed advanced 
technologies, following the path of “intro­

Israel-Palestine conflict and its spillover 
effects on the region, the Red Sea turmoil, 
for example, were discussed, with the two 
sides asserting there is a need for an imme­
diate cease-fire, in order to prevent the fur­
ther escalation of the conflict. Wang 
emphasized that China supports African 
countries’ efforts to safeguard their sover­
eignty, territorial integrity and national 
security. It also supports African countries 
in their quest for strength and to choose

ic, positive and efficient growth path where 
demand drives supply and supply stimu­
lates demand.

As China’s per capita income continues to 
increase, consumer preferences are chang­
ing, as reflected in the rising demand for 
better, world-class products and sendees. 
With their focus shifting from having 
enough goods for basic sustenance, con­
sumers are now seeking much better quali­
ty and a wider variety of goods and services. 
This transition extends beyond material 
goods, with a gradual shift from demand for 
tangible products to a pursuit of service-ori­
ented offerings in areas such as culture, eld­
ercare, healthcare and finance.

To effectively boost new productive for­
ces, it is imperative to respond to the esca­
lating demands of the people. In domains 
witnessing rapid growth in consumer 
demand, new technologies must be har­
nessed to form innovative industries, with 
the upgraded consumer needs driving new 
productive forces.

their respective development paths with 
African characteristics, so that they contin­
ue to develop further while maintaining 
their independence and stability. 

The fact that Africa has been the chosen 
destination for the Chinese foreign minis­
ter’s first overseas visit for 34 consecutive 
years shows the importance China attaches 
to its diplomatic ties with African countries. 

The China-Africa friendship lias with­
stood many challenges, is proud of its 
accomplishments and is looking forward to 
a promising future. It demonstrates China’s 
commitment to maintain and deepen its 
relationship with the continent, highlight­
ing the long-standing and enduring nature 
of their partnership.

Wang’s annual tour to Africa not only 
reinforces the long-standing diplomatic 
relationship between China and African 
countries but also demonstrates China’s

dedication to further boost collaboration 
and cooperation with Africa. The visits 
therefore have significant implications for 
the future trajectory of Africa-China rela­
tions.

Also, the emphasis on continuous 
enhancement of political mutual trust, as 
seen in the case of China and Togo, suggests 
a commitment to a stable and supportive 
political relationship. In feet, this trust is 
the foundation for deeper cooperation in 
various domains.

The commitment to advance pragmatic 
cooperation and opening up new prospects 
for bilateral relations, guided by the con­
sensus reached by the heads of state, 
implies a forward-looking approach. Both 
China and Togo asserted they are commit­
ted to exploring new opportunities and 
adapting their collaboration to the chang­
ing circumstances, while China envisions

The author is a research associate at the 
Africa-China Centre for Policy and Adviso­
ry, a Sino-African research and policy
think tank and advisory firm headquar­
tered in Accra, Ghana.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The author is head of the Economies and 
Management School, Wuhan University. 
The views don’t necessarily represent those 
of China Daily.

policies — laying the foundation for China’s 
long-term stable growth.

As fer as policy is concerned, there is a 
need to further optimize the policy frame­
work suppoiting new productive forces. 
This involves enhancing the efficient, col­
laborative and open system of promoting 
innovations, emphasizing the role of mar­
ket mechanisms and entities, and facilitat­
ing positive interactions between demand- 
driven innovation and innovation-driven 
demand. It is also necessary to fine-tune the 
allocation of innovation resources and 
establish a dynamic technology governance 
system through multi-entity collaborative 
partnerships.

There is a need to improve financial, tax 
and industrial policies, too, which support 
innovation and foster the deep integration 
of talent, innovation, industry and capital 
chains. And building a favorable environ­
ment and micro-ecosystem for promoting 
innovations and entrepreneurship is neces­
sary to increase input in science and tech­
nology R&D, improve financial technology, 
and refine mechanisms for the transforma­
tion of technological achievements. 

Furthermore, following digitization and 
the rule of law' and expediting the construc­
tion of a unified national market are also 
necessary to expand the demand for new 
productive forces.

greater collaboration in emerging fields 
such as green development, digitalization 
and healthcare.

As Africa’s economic and technological 
landscapes undergo transformation, China 
aims to support its partners in leveraging 
these opportunities to achieve sustainable 
development.

The discussions between Wang and the 
African countries’ leaders and officials 
underscored a shared vision for develop­
ment, focusing on economic growth and 
sustainable development. China’s commit­
ment to further develop the Belt and Road 
Initiative aligns with Africa’s aspirations for 
infrastructure development and economic 
transformation.

Wang’s latest visits to Africa also show 
China’s aim is to strengthen trade ties with 
African countries, help them improve their 
infrastructure, and increase investments in 
sectors such as mining, agriculture, manu­
facturing and energy for mutual benefit.

duction, digestion, absorption and re-inno- 
vation” to catch up with the Western devel­
oped economies. However, since leading­
edge technologies in Western countries are 
often intrinsic to their resource endow­
ments, not necessarily compatible with Chi­
na’s comparative advantages, the difficulty 
in surpassing them following the same path 
is considerable. Hence, it is necessary to 
integrate China’s unique characteristics and 
forge new advantages and paths in techno­
logical development, facilitating a strategic 
big leap forward.

The United States’ leap ahead of Germa­
ny in the chemical industry — transitioning 
from coal-based to oil-based processes — 
and its strategic pivot from chemical to bio­
medicine in die medical field is a vivid illus­
tration of its astute lane-changing strategy. 

New' Industries: New' industries are carri­
ers of new productive forces, embodying 
the commercial realization of new technol­
ogies and pathways. As technologies 
mature and develop large-scale production 
capability, strategic emerging industries are 
formed. These industries are characterized 
by knowledge-intensive operations, mini­
mal resource consumption, substantial 
growth potential and potential positive 
benefits. Strategic emerging industries can 
lead to a harmonized integration with new 
labor forces, new capital, new infrastruc­
ture, new organizational structures and 
new governance models.

To develop new' productive forces, it’s also 
crucial to align with the evolving demands 
of the people, because that creates a dynam-

China’s unique market advantages — 
marked by its vast scale, diverse supply and 
demand regime, innovations and robust 
driving force — provide an ideal experimen­
tal ground for various new technologies, 
formats and models to hasten the industri­
alization process.

By tapping into tire huge Chinese market, 
the diverse supply and demand structure 
and dynamic innovation process, numerous 
local innovative companies that succeeded 
in the Chinese market have emerged as 
global leaders. Reforms, continuously 
unleashing the domestic potential demand, 
leveraging China’s market advantages and 
integrating technological innovation 
resources through consumer upgrading, are 
the crucial pathways for the development of 
new' productive forces.

Simultaneously, the development of new' 
productive forces serves as a key means of 
upgrading consumption and enhancing 
the well-being of the people. The emer­
gence of new productivity not only fuels 
economic growth but also increases wages 
and household incomes, ensuring continu­
ous consumption upgrading, and thus 
building a virtuous cycle of “high output, 
high income, high consumption and high 
welfare”

Moreover, the alignment of new produc­
tion generated by new productive forces 
with new consumption coming from con­
sumption upgrading helps keep the balance 
between supply and demand, and thus 
maintains price stability and ensures the 
stability of financial markets and monetary 

There is a need to improve 
financial, tax and industrial 
policies, too, which support 
innovation and foster the 
deep integration of talent, 
innovation, industry and 
capital chains.
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n the dynamic landscape of Sino-Af­
rican relations, the year 2024 is 
unfolding as a pivotal chapter, 
marked by the impending Ninth

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation in 
China. FOCAC 2024 signifies not only a 
renew'ed commitment to enhance collabo­
ration between China and Africa but also a 
year of looking ahead, where the outcomes 
of various initiatives in the Africa-China 
space are expected to be reviewed and the 
way forward discussed.

Amid this pivotal event, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi recently concluded his 
first foreign trip of the year to Africa as 
part of the established tradition. Wang’s 
visit marked the 34th consecutive year 
Africa has been the chosen destination for 
the Chinese foreign minister’s first over­
seas visit.

His visits to Egypt, Ibnisia, Togo and 
Cote d’Ivoire are of great diplomatic impor­
tance in the context of broader Africa-Chi­
na engagement. Beyond the formal 
platforms of the FOCAC and the Belt and 
Road Initiative, the visits not only serve as a 
dynamic channel to deepen bilateral coop­
eration, address issues of mutual benefit 
and set the stage for a future characterized 
by strengthened diplomatic ties but also 
send a powerful signal regarding the future 
trajectory of Africa-China collaboration.

Economic cooperation 
has far-reaching impact

During Wang’s latest visit to Africa, Chi­
na’s diplomatic relations with the four 
countries were reviewed, with the focus 
being on key areas such as the economy, 
infrastructure, healthcare, agriculture, edu­
cation and culture. The China-Togo rela­
tionship, spanning over half a century, and 
the China-Tunisia relationship, which com­
pletes 60 years this year, were highlighted 
for their importance and for China’s firm 
support and continuous enhancement of 
political mutual trust.

As for Wang’s visit to Cote d’Ivoire, the 
emphasis was on the two countries’ friend­
ship and partnership for development, 
which are yielding some tangible, mutually 
beneficial results — notably, China’s contri­
bution to Cote d’Ivoire as it hosted and won 
the just-concluded 34th Africa Cup of 
Nations showcasing the diverse facets of 
collaboration.

Egypt, on the other hand, was congratu­
lated for becoming a new member of BRICS 
from Jan 1.

Wang’s discussions in each of the four 
countries focused on strengthening eco­
nomic ties and promoting development ini­
tiatives. Discussions revolved around 
increasing trade volumes, diversifying 
trade products and promoting investment 
in key sectors such as infrastructure, manu­
facturing, agriculture and the implementa­
tion of the Belt and Road projects with 
special, renewed emphasis on environmen­
tal sustainability.

The visits also showcased China’s com­
mitment to promote peace and stability in 
the African continent. Wang emphasized 
China’s support for Africa-led initiatives 
and China’s willingness to contribute to 
resolving regional conflicts. 

In Egypt, hotspot issues especially the

3
China’s engagement with Africa 
diversifying and deepening 

China’s engagement with the African 
countries is aimed at diversifying and deep­
ening its partnerships on the continent. 
This strategy promotes inclusivity and 
allows for a more comprehensive and 
robust collaboration in various fields. By 
visiting countries such as Egypt, Tunisia, 
Togo and Cote d’Ivoire, Wang has taken 
bilateral relations beyond traditional part­
nerships, which reflects China’s intention 
to engage with a diverse range of African 
nations and highlights China’s recognition 
of Africa’s growing importance on the glob­
al stage and its desire to forge stronger rela­
tionships with a broader array of African 
states.

That China has helped build three of the 
six soccer stadiums that hosted the just- 
concluded Africa Cup of Nations shows the 
diversification of collaboration and coop­
eration between China and African coun­
tries. China’s engagement with African 
countries goes beyond the traditional are­
as to cover the cultural and sporting fields 
as well.

In conclusion, Wang’s visits to Africa 
highlight China’s commitment to deepen 
cooperation in key areas such as the econo­
my, infrastructure, healthcare, agriculture, 
education and culture. It signifies a for- 
ward-looking approach, the enduring 
nature of diplomatic ties and a dedication 
to explore new opportunities.

The result will be a strengthened part­
nership, deeper bilateral cooperation and a 
shared commitment to achieve develop­
ment goals. The visits serve as not only a 
testament to the diplomatic relationship 
between China and African countries but 
also a proactive step toward shaping a 
future characterized by strengthened diplo­
matic ties, mutual benefit and shared pros­
perity.

The result will be a strength­
ened partnership, deeper 
bilateral cooperation, and a 
shared commitment to 
achieve development goals.
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Crucible of challenges
Major-country relations in Northeast Asia are complex and intertwined
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goodwill vital for global climate action.
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US-ROK alliance, the “United Nations 
Command”, the establishment of a peace 
mechanism of the Korean Peninsula, as 
well as the policies toward the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea and Japan.

The domestic politics of the US is anoth­
er key factor affecting the order of North­
east Asia. Since Joe Biden took office as 
president, his administration lias had a

consistently low approval rate, hovering 
around 40 percent. The US Congress has 
grown ever more polarized, and it’s 
increasingly impossible for the Democrats 
and the Republicans to work together and 
make compromises on key issues. A return 
of Donald Hump to office after the 2024 
presidential election in November would 
have a big impact on the US’ policy toward

Russia, its attitude toward allies in the 
Asia-Pacific region, and its DPRK policy, 
thus affecting the security policies of and 
relations among Northeast Asian countries 
and inducing changes in the regional polit­
ical landscape.

Third, in today’s world, due to the global 
division of labor and the forming of supply 
chains, economic elements, such as tech-

The author is a professor of international
politics and the director of the Center for the 
Korean Peninsula Studies at the China Uni­
versity of Political Science and Law. The
author contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by China Dai­
ly. The views do not necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

ast month, a bipartisan group of US 
senators called on President Joe Bid- 

(en to increase tariffs on Chinese- 
made solar imports. They argue 

China’s heavily subsidized products under­
mine the efforts of the United States to 
rebuild domestic manufacturing. However, 
imposing additional tariffs would be a regres­
sive step, threatening the US’ vibrant clean 
energy economy and green jobs. It risks 
unwinding climate progress and internation­
al cooperation at this pivotal moment when 
solar power is essential for an urgent and just 
transition. Rather than confrontation, com­
peting clean tech superpowers must priori­
tize the shared goal of rapid decarbonization. 

The powerful US solar lobby argues that 
cheap Chinese photovoltaic imports have 
posed threats to US manufacturers and ener­
gy security. They downplay the vast economic 
potential of affordable panels to electrify the 
US with sustainable energy and downsize 
carbon footprints across key industries, not 
to mention tariffs are like quicksand — they 
spark retaliation ad infinitum until everyone 
gets dragged down, as the US-China trade 
war has showed.

First, knee-jerk tariffs will hurt US consum­
ers and the adoption of green technologies 
the most. Chinese solar is unbeatably cheap. 
Average US panels cost around 40 cents per 
watt against Europe’s 30 cents and China’s 15 
cents. Imposing solar tariffs risks torpedoing 
US President Biden’s ambition to reach 50 
percent clean electricity by 2030, as it will 
drive up prices when affordability is most 
critical for adoption.

Second, tariffs are job killers for the US’ 
booming clean economy. Cheap Chinese 
imports drive rapid growth in higher-value 
solar construction, maintenance and design 
jobs on US soil. Destroying this golden goose 
by boosting a small fraction of manufactur­
ingjobs makes little sense.

Third, cheap solar energy helps cushion 
the impact on households and businesses 
from rising electricity prices driven by vola­
tile gas costs and reduces overall inflationary 
pressure at this delicate economic moment 
Why undermine the competitiveness of 
renewable energy? It is the ultimate antidote 
to inflation and gas volatility.

Fourth, turnkey tariffs overlook China’s 
geographical edge in production. According 
to a report by the International Energy Agen-

nologies, materials, energy, food, finance, 
and market, might be used by major coun­
tries as instruments or tools in their com­
petition with each other. However, natural 
resources endowment and position in the 
global industry chains, as well as the inter­
dependent relations developed among 
countries mean that no country can wield 
these “tools” unscrupulously.

The ROK and Japan are highly reliant on 
China both for materials and market. And 
the three neighboring countries have devel­
oped close partnerships via the industrial 
division of labor. The volume of intermedi­
ate goods trade is a key indicator of the 
closeness of the three countries in their 
industry chains. From 1998 to 2022, the 
intermediate goods trade took a majority 
share in China-Japan trade. And research 
by ROK scholars shows that in 2020, 
among the 5,300 types of goods the ROK 
imported from China, 1,088 had a rate of 
dependency on China of over 50 percent, 
while 653 types had a rate of over 70 per­
cent, among which 604 were intermediate 
goods. The data show that it is impractical 
for the ROK and Japan to decouple from 
China in the short term.

For high-tech companies of the ROK and 
Japan, it best suits their interests to have 
both access to US technologies and the Chi­
nese market It is likely that both countries 
will cave to the US pressure and choose US 
technologies over the Chinese market. 
However, once they lose the Chinese mar­
ket, the technologies would ultimately 
become valueless. Recently, Chey Tae-won, 
the chairman of the SK Group, said if the 
ROK gives up the large market of China, 
the country won’t be able to recover. That 
the US replaced the hype of “decoupling” 
with a more low-profile “de-risking” also 
indicates that economic elements are also 
shaping the regional landscape.

a uth or is an associate professor at Hun­
an University’s School of Public Administra­
tion. The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by China 
Daily. 'The views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.
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n recent years, major-country compe­
tition, characterized by the United 
States’ suppression and containment 
of countries such as China and Russia,

has emerged as a key factor influencing the 
global and regional orders. However, com­
petition is neither the defining trend of the 
era nor the whole of major-country rela­
tions. Cooperation still plays an important 
role in major-country relations. 

Currently, the main factors driving the 
evolution of geopolitical landscape in 
Northeast Asia include China-US relations, 
the domestic politics and economy of 
regional countries, and the Ukraine crisis. 

First, China-US ties concern not only the 
two nations. The intensity of the competi­
tion between them and the extent of their 
cooperation affect the strategic decisions of 
other regional countries in Northeast Asia. 
If the US continues to challenge China’s 
bottom line on issues concerning its core 
interests such as the Taiwan question, there 
is a genuine risk of a direct China-US con­
flict. If the US respects China’s core inter­
ests and manages the bilateral relations in 
a responsible way, the competition will 
develop in a stable way and steer the North­
east Asia region away from a full-scale con­
frontation.

The meeting between the leaders of the 
two countries last November laid out the 
future-oriented “San Francisco vision”, 
pointing out the direction for the healthy, 
stable and sustainable development of Chi­
na-US ties. The meeting injected a strong 
dose of certainty and stability into a volatile 
world.

Second, the domestic politics of the US 
and the Republic of Korea are also impor­
tant factors shaping the future of Northeast 
Asia.

The ROK is a “structural power” which 
endows the nation with an influence that’s 
beyond its real strength. The country’s poli­
cy decisions have a big impact on the rela­
tions among regional nations and 
combination of power. The ROK has deep- 
seated political divisions, with the progres­
sive party and the conservative party 
haring taken divergent stances on many 
issues such as the control of its military for­
ces in times of war, the transformation of

This race can have no winners if climate 
action stalls worldwide. China’s manufactur­
ing ascent ensures solar energy can power 
emerging economies still reliant on dirty 
fuels.

Obstructing affordable technology from 
China would be a drag on the US’ own green 
transition while damaging the trust and

«-
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cy, China’s investment in solar PV manufac­
turing capacity significantly exceeds that of 
other regions. It accounts for more than 80 
percent of all manufacturing stages for solar 
panels. Whether Washington raises tariffs or 
subsidizes US capacity, hyper-efficient Chi­
nese costs are impossible to compete with. 
For example, despite trade tensions, China’s 
solar exports grew by 64 percent to $52 bil­
lion in 2022, according to the latest analysis 
from Wood Mackenzie. China’s dominance in 
solar panel production cannot be easily offset 
by protectionist trade policies.

What’s more, leading Chinese manufactur­
ers such as Longi are expanding manufactur­
ing elsewhere in Asia and even in the US. 
Washington would have to hike solar tariffs 
everywhere to make the smallest amount of 
sense.

Rather than reject China’s manufacturing 
largesse, the US should capitalize on it. Solar 
energy accounts for just 6.2 percent of US 
electricity. With abundant land and sunlight, 
the US has only tapped a very small portion 
of its solar energy potential. Ambitiously 
incentivizing deployment of Chinese imports 
is critical to helping the US catch up in the 
accelerating global race to clean electricity. 

More broadly, the climate crisis transcends 
borders and requires cooperation between 
the world’s largest economies. We must avoid 
insular policies made for narrow political or 
commercial gains that undermine shared 
progress.

By bowing to protectionist lobbying pres­
sure, the US administration also signals that 
parochial commercial interests override exis­
tential planetary ones.
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More broadly, the climate 
crisis transcends borders 
and requires cooperation 

between the world’s 
largest economies. We 

must avoid insular 
policies made for narrow 
political or commercial 
gains that undermine 

shared progress.

US raising tariffs 
on Chinese-made 
solar imports 
would sacrifice 
a shared 
sustainable future 
for marginal 
commercial gains 
today
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explores a wide range of topics, includ­
ing judiciary, politics, diplomacy, com­
merce, religion, customs, and social 
life, while also shedding light on the 
darker aspects of ancient society.

However, beneath the veneer of 
Chang’an’s vibrant festivities, a hidden 
undercurrent persists. For example, 
Empress Wu Zetian challenges aristo­
cratic interests when she fervently 
promotes comprehensive reform 
measures.

Despite her progressive vision, Wu 
faces familial opposition. The disap­
pearance of the “Phoenix Seal”, a sym­
bol of the empress’ authority, plunges 
the court into turmoil, jeopardizing 
her position. Accidentally embroiled 
in the case, Judge Dee unveils the truth 
and ascends the ranks of officialdom. 

‘The dynamic between Wu and 
Judge Dee is complicated. Sharing 
similar political philosophy and 
reformist ideals, they are more like 
confidants rather than a ruler and a 
subject. But tensions sometimes arise 
between the two due to their different 
positions," explained actress Zhong 
Chuxi, who portrays Empress Wu in 
the series.

In addition to broader contexts, the 
series also explores various stages of 
Judge Dee’s life. “From his early career 
to retirement in old age, audiences can 
witness the chronicles of this legend­
ary figure’s life, which is rarely seen in 
other adaptations,” Li said.

However, the series never intends to 
pursue a faithful recreation of the 
Tang Dynasty but offers a modern 
interpretation of the classical stories 
that still resonate with contemporary 
audiences.

This modern sensibility permeates 
various aspects of the series, including 
its visual aesthetics. The busy streets 
of ancient Chang’an, for example, are 
brought to life using Al-generated 
imagery, according to Li, achieving 
unparalleled visual authenticity.

Reflecting on the recent global fasci­
nation with Al-powered video genera­
tion models, Li said he believes that 
embracing Al technology is an inevita­
ble trend in the film and television 
industries. “Without leveraging Al, it 
would be impossible to present grand 
scenes like a ghost ship at sea in our 
series,” he said.

The technical prowess is just one 
example of the drama’s modernity. 
Through the narrative of Empress Wu 
Zetian, China’s sole female emperor, 
audiences can also engage with con­
temporary themes, such as gender 
equality.

Zhong views Wu as an independent 
woman with ambitions, political tal­
ent, and lofty ideals, which was very 
unconventional for her time. Her for­
ward-thinking approach to govern­
ance, rooted in the rule of law, aligns 
with Judge Dee’s beliefs, leading him 
to join Wu’s ranks and become a pivot­
al figure in her administration. 

“The series weaves the principles of 
the rule of law throughout its narra­
tive,” Zhou said, emphasizing its goal 
to prompt contemporary audiences to 
reflect on the essence of law and jus­
tice. For him, the spirit of the rale of 
law lies in developing a better environ­
ment for the vulnerable, a universal 
ideal that resonates across cultures.

Li believes that Western audiences 
can gain insight into Judge Dee’s char­
acter and the cultural roots of Chinese 
civilization.

“Judge Dee exemplifies traditional 
Chinese virtues and serves as a hero 
admired by the Chinese people.”
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Above: Zhong Chuxi (left) portrays Empress 
Wu Zetian and Zhou Yiwei (right) portrays 
Judge Dee in the new TV series Judge Dee's 
Mystery. Below and right: The key elements 

in eight mystery cases in the series. 
Bottom: The streets of ancient Chang’an 

generated by AL provided to china daily
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A new TV series 
explores the ancient 
Chinese detective 
tales of Judge Dee, 
blending historical 

mysteries, Al visuals, 
and universal values.
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hen it comes to ancient 
Chinese detectives, the 
name Di Renjie, a 
renowned judge and 

administrator of the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907), often springs to mind.

For centuries, Di has been portrayed 
as a heroic investigator in popular 
novels and stories throughout ancient 
China.

Today, this tradition lives on in Chi­
nese entertainment, with numerous 
TV and film adaptations of Di’s detect­
ive stories, firmly etching the judge 
into the public consciousness.

However, what may be lesser- 
known is Di’s growing recognition in 
the Western world, earning him the 
moniker of “China’s Sherlock Holmes”. 

Drawing inspiration from Di and 
the genre of Chinese detective fiction, 
Dutch Sinologist and diplomat Robert 
Hans van Gulik crafted his own origi­
nal historical mystery tales featuring 
Judge Dee, collectively known as 
Judge Dee’s Mystery in the West.

Since their English introduction in 
the 1950s, according to CGTN, Van 
Gulik’s works have captured the imag­
ination of audiences across Europe 
and the Americas, with translations 
available in over a dozen languages. 

Now, the popular collection is expe­
riencing a resurgence on television 
screens.

The new TV series Judge Dee’s Mys­
tery chronicles the life of esteemed 
Judge Dee. While solving various 
criminal cases in different places 
where he serves during the early sta­
ges of his career, Dee also uncovers the 
mystery surrounding his own birth.

Premiering on China’s Central Tele­
vision and streaming giant Youku on 
Feb 6, die drama is set to reach audien­
ces worldwide in over 190 countries 
and regions. Notably, Netflix has 
acquired the rights to broadcast the 
series on its platforms, marking its 
first purchase of an ancient Chinese 
mystery drama.

The series presents a total of 17 mys­
tery cases, including “The Phoenix 
Seal”, “The Lacquer Screen” and “The 
Chinese Gold Murders”, evoking the 
suspenseful atmosphere of Van Gulik’s 
detective stories.

Unlike traditional Chinese detective 
fiction, which often incorporates 
supernatural elements, the new series 
emphasizes logic, reason, and realism. 
Facing a tangled web of cases, Judge 
Dee and his assistants employ deduct­
ive reasoning akin to Sherlock Holmes 
to crack mysteries.

For instance, in the case of‘The Chi­
nese Gold Murders”, a ghost ship adrift 
at sea with no survivors conceals a 
“Golden Mystery”. As Judge Dee delves 
into the intricacies of the situation, 
additional mysteries emerge, inter­
twining with one another.

“I was most impressed by the plot 
design of this case, taking pleasure in 
peeling back the layers to find the 
truth,” said actor Zhou Yiwei, who por­
trays Judge Dee in the series. 

However, Judge Dee’s Mystery is 
more than a mere detective drama. 

“Compared to other adaptations of 
Di Renjie’s stories, our drama stands 
out for its diversity and inclusivity,” 
said Li Yunliang, the director of the 
series.

Exploring various landscapes of the 
Tang Dynasty empire, from the bus­
tling capital Chang’an to the country’s 
remote western regions, the series
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Vloggers revolutionizing
knowledge sharing

traditional education, Meng Wenjie reports.
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Tang Cheng, a video content creator
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If the videos spark viewers’

Wang Zhenxing, a video content creator
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Credibility matters
With the emergence of knowledge-based videos, distin­

guishing reliable and rigorous content among the abun­
dance of available videos can be challenging for many 
viewers.

Tang Cheng, born in 1990, is a video blogger on Bilibili. 
He and his wife, Cai Chunlin, both have academic back­
grounds in science.

Knowledge sprout
It might be true that the entertainment nature of short 

knowledge-based videos aids in avoiding the typical bore­
dom associated with learning, but how much do they really 
teach since they’re usually only a few minutes long?

“I don’t think short videos provide a structured learning 
experience,” said Wang. However, he also stressed that 
these videos offer fragmented information, supplementing 
knowledge gained outside traditional education.

“If the videos spark viewers’ interest in a specific subject 
or field and encourage them to delve into structured learn­
ing, it’s immensely rewarding for popular science content 
creators,” he added.

Mingming drew upon observed data to underscore die 
benefits of knowledge-based videos for viewers. “ The back­
end data of our videos show peak viewership after lunch, 
dinner, and on weekends, which means these videos don’t 
disrupt formal education or structured learning. Instead, 
they replace entertainment time, enabling people to 
acquire knowledge in bite-sized chunks.”

He believes that these snippets of knowledge plant seeds 
in viewers’ minds. For example, he and Xiaotou often 
receive messages from viewers who, while traveling or 
visiting a museum, come across a painting mentioned in 
one of their videos.

Tang shared his perspective on nurturing a healthy eco­
system for popular science. He believes the audience for 
such content is diverse, each with unique needs.

“For instance, I created a comprehensive popular sci­
ence video about a particular type of ancient creature. 
However, some viewers might not even know that such a 
creature exists. Therefore, even a short introductory video 
about it provides new knowledge for them,” Tang 
explained.

“As long as it’s a rigorous knowledge-sharing video, it’s 
beneficial. Only with numerous reliable creators catering 
to diverse audiences and producing varied content online 
can we establish a healthy popular science ecosystem.”

» rV,

Learning through 
short videos has
become a popular 
trend, vcg and provided 
TO CHINA DAILY

ver wondered why deep-sea fish look so peculiar 
or how social media apps track your preferences? 
The answers to these questions can be found in 
the videos produced by “Chaizhidao” a channel

on multiple Chinese video platforms, including Bilibili and 
Douyin, dedicated to popularizing science.

Wang Zhenxing, the founder of “Chaizhidao” was born 
in 1992. Recognizing the increasing trend of young people 
acquiring knowledge through video content, he started 
pursuing video creation in 2016. His team initially pro­
duced both knowledge-based videos and articles. But in 
2019, Wang made the decisive commitment to focus solely 
on video production.

Comprising over a dozen members mainly from Genera­
tion Z, Wang’s team boasts diverse professional back­
grounds in geophysics, engineering, and design, 
presenting knowledge in each area in a simple and accessi­
ble manner.

However, conveying a complex topic in a digestible 5 to 
10-minute video format is not simple. To ensure a compre­
hensive dissemination of scientific insights, Wang’s team 
employs a variety of techniques tailored to the nature of 
the information at hand. For topics rooted in everyday life, 
they incorporate live-action or real-life footage to foster a 
sense of relatability with their audience. For more abstract 
principles, hand-drawn animations serve as an invaluable 
tool in visually conveying intricate concepts.

In a video discussing the existence of garbled characters 
in computers, Wang’s team chose to use purely animated 
illustrations to explain the underlying principles. “We spent 
nearly three months creating this 15-minute video,” he said. 

Their hard work has paid off. The channel has attracted 
over 10 million followers across different platforms.

Learning through short videos has become a popular 
trend in recent years. A research report released by Bilibili 
in 2023 revealed that as of March 2023, 243 million users 
had engaged with knowledge-based content on Bilibili 
over the past year. This figure surpasses the number of col­
lege students in China by 5.5 times, indicating the wide­
spread appeal of this form of learning.

As the audience for such content continues to grow, vid­
eo bloggers like Wang are witnessing gradual expansion 
and are playing increasingly significant roles in internet 
content creation. Notably, the report highlights that in 
2023, general knowledge subject videos made up 41 per­
cent of Bilibili’s overall content.

The report also suggests that sharing knowledge 
through videos prompted the emergence of “niche knowl­
edge” and “implicit knowledge” categories. For instance, 
Bilibili houses numerous content creators from niche 
industries, such as professional storm photographers, 
expert donkey hoof trimmers, and cultural relic restorers. 
Thanks to these video influencers, the implicit knowledge 
within these fields has now been more widely popularized. 

Among the influencers are Xiaotou (pseudonym) and 
Mingming (pseudonym), a young couple who run a chan­
nel on Bilibili named “Xiaotou Mingming TM” dedicated 
to sharing cultural and artistic knowledge.

Xiaotou, born in 1994, holds a degree in advertising, 
while Mingming, born in 1995, holds a degree in art. They 
started the channel in 2020 and their videos primarily 
delve into art history, shining a light on the untold stories 
of often-overlooked artists.

“We strive for highly original content, avoiding topics 
that have already been extensively covered by others,” 
Mingming said. “This drives us to uncover the more unu­
sual and fascinating details of history, highlighting those 
transparent, inconspicuous, and often overlooked people 
and stories.”

As a female creator, Xiaotou incorporates a distinctive 
female perspective into the channel. In a special video 
series titled Transparent Her, Xiaotou unveils the stories of 
female artists and scientists hidden and overlooked in his­
tory.

“In my exploration of art history, I have noticed that 
while male artists often take center stage, females are pre­
dominantly cast as models,” Xiaotou said.

Motivated by this realization, she immersed herself in 
various texts, unearthing numerous narratives of female 
artists tucked away in the margins. She soon discovered 
that these stories were scattered across different sources 
and seldom brought to light.

“As a content creator, I understand that tales of 
renowned figures are more likely to captivate audiences, 
whereas narratives of lesser-known female artists might 
not receive as much attention,” Xiaotou admitted. However, 
she still chose to share the brilliance of these inspiring 
women, bringing courage and strength to a wider audience. 

“Hoping to do more than simply recount historical anec­
dotes or life stories of artists, I aim to explore their connec­
tions with life in the process of sharing knowledge, 
addressing the confusion and difficulties people may 
encounter in their daily lives,” she said.

«

Creators of authentic 
popular science content 
make things better and 
more rigorous, whereas 
pseudoscience naturally 
wanes in influence over 
time.”

V

In 2019, they ventured into producing general life scien­
ces videos on their channel “Fangsi Tafu” (Fun Stuff).

In 2020, Tang started making a series of short videos 
focusing on dinosaurs. After surveying existing online pop­
ular science videos, he found that most of these prehistoric 
creatures were either conveyed in an overly simplistic 
manner or were excessively technical.

“Some videos even address dinosaurs by their fossil 
numbers instead of their names,” Tang said. Recognizing 
the limitations these videos had in providing general view­
ers with a comprehensive knowledge of dinosaurs, Tang 
resolved to create his own series.

Fun Stuff’s videos blend entertainment with accuracy. 
Tang’s engaging narration, together with captivating 
scripts, and fitting background music, selected by Cai, 
transforms paleontology and the history of evolution into 
an exciting competition.

“Through these videos, I hope to instill a sense of fascina­
tion in the audience toward life sciences,” Tang said.

Wien it comes to science content, precision and reliabil­
ity are the key. Tang once dedicated nearly two months to 
crafting a video on the evolution of ginkgo trees, with most 
of his time spent on thorough investigation and verifica­
tion. Throughout his research, Tang encountered a lack of 
systematic research papers or monographs on the topic. As 
a result, he and his team compiled all relevant papers they 
found so that they could present comprehensive knowl­
edge clearly and engagingly.

“Referring to one research paper after another, we con­
firmed nearly every statement made in the video,” Tang 
said. “I would venture to say that this video is the first to 
thoroughly explore the topic of the evolution of ginkgo 
trees.”

Tang perceives pseudoscience as similar to weeds in a 
field — harmful yet a natural occurrence. “Creators of 
authentic popular science content make things better and 
more rigorous, whereas pseudoscience naturally wanes in 
influence over time,” he explained.

According to Wang, a key criterion for assessing the reli­
ability of a popular science video lies in its sources of infor­
mation.

“If a video relies on information derived from primary 
research papers or includes perspectives from interviews 
with experts and scholars in relevant fields, it is generally 
considered more credible,” he said.

Each video crafted by Wang’s team demands a minimum 
of three weeks to produce. In addition to consulting 
research papers or authoritative literature, they actively 
engage in interviews with industry professionals.

“Not all knowledge is documented in traditional sources 
like books and papers, especially information closely tied 
to contemporary changes. While such information may 
not have been systematically compiled in literature, it 
often resides in the minds of experts at the forefront of 
their fields,” he explained.

Feedback from professional viewers also plays an impor­
tant role in refining the content. If errors or omissions are 
pointed out, Wang’s team will promptly issue corrections 
in the video’s comment section after verification. “Timely 
corrections upon discovering errors also foster positive 
interactions with the audience,” Wang said.

interest in a specific subject 
or field and encourage them 
to delve into structured 
learning, it’s immensely 
rewarding for popular 
science content creators.”
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Xiaotou (pseudonym) (right),
a video content creator

Video content creators foster curiosity and understanding through bite-sized 
knowledge-sharing videos, sparking ongoing learning beyond
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In my exploration of art 
history, I have noticed that 
while male artists often take 
center stage, females are 
predominantly cast as 
models.”
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Twin sisters transforming lives

R
J

-X

I

Kas'Wlli foAPWR

-I

■> z

Global Insights

Zimbabwean medical student finds mentorship in China
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Written by Tawanda Mupini, a 
26-year-old Zimbabwean, who has 
been residing in China since 2016. 
He pursued a bachelor’s degree in 
medicine at Fudan University and 
is now undertaking an internship at 
Zhongshan Hospital. Beyond his 
medical duties, he is also an enthusi­
astic hiker, biker, and long-distance 
runner.

a-

I have always known that I want­
ed to be a doctor. As a young child, I 
found joy in nursing our sick form 
animals back to health, driven not 
by duty but by a genuine wish to 
help those in need. My lather once 
told me that the greatest gift I can 
offer to someone is love, which is 
demonstrated through empathy, 
patience, and care.

When I embarked on my medical 
journey at Fudan University in 
Shanghai, China, these became tire 
principles that I set for myself. My 
goal was clear: to become a doctor 
who not only heals the body but also 
eases the burdens of the mind.

Upon completing my theoretical 
studies at Fudan in the spring of 
2023, I immediately immersed 
myself in practical learning at 
Zhongshan Hospital, where I rotat­
ed through various departments, 
each one offering unique insights 
into the art of medicine. However, it 
was during my time in the orthope­
dics department that I encountered 
a mentor whose approach to patient 
care has left an indelible mark on

The first time I met my supervis­
ing doctor, he took me to his outpa­
tient office where I observed him as 
he talked to the patients. He listened 
intently, nodding with understand­
ing, and providing a respectful 
silence for patients to express them-

During the family’s trips, they 
distributed books to children living 
in rural areas, hoping to share their 
love for reading.

“However, we felt it wasn’t 
enough and we wanted to do more 
and do it better,” said Zhao Wenjing. 

Inspired by their father, the twins 
had been thinking about opening 
their own library for several years. 
“We were hoping that visitors could 
discover their true passions and life 
goals through reading,” said Zhao 
Wenjing. “Unlike algorithms and 
big data, which only provide infor­
mation that you’ve shown interest 
in or have searched for before, books

diology department stands out in 
my memory. A vibrant 95-year-old 
patient shared her life stories with 
me as I administered her ECG. Our 
bond grew over subsequent conver­
sations, and I made it a habit to 
check on her regularly, even during 
my night shifts. Despite having four 
children, she took pride in her ener­
gy and zest at 95, sharing the joy of 
remaining as lively as ever. She even 
took the time to teach me a bit of 
Shanghainese, which I was thrilled 
to learn. When she was discharged, 
she made a special effort to bid me 
farewell and express her gratitude, 
which really made my day.

I deeply appreciate the opportu­
nities that China has provided me to 
observe exemplary medical practice 
and to learn from compassionate 
and skilled doctors. Their guidance 
has reinforced the values instilled in 
me by my father — empathy, 
patience, and care — and shaped my 
journey as a future doctor.

“Through these travels, we have 
realized that reading and traveling 
are equally important. Reading 
stimulates thinking while we’re on 
the road. It’s like bringing questions 
to the trips,” said Zhao Wenjing.

Reading also helped the twins 
uncover their passion for literature 
and guided them toward their 
career paths.

“Over the years, we have translat­
ed numerous articles and books, 
written lyrics and scripts for chil­
dren’s stage plays. Moreover, we 
have developed and enriched our 
spiritual world through reading,” 
said Zhao Wenjing.
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Top right: Tawanda Mupini (back) participated in a thyroid surgery 
at Zhongshan Hospital in Shanghai on Aug 18,2023. Above: Mupini 
posed for a photo in front of Zhongshan Hospital. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

comfort to die patient’s daughter, 
understanding that seeing her 
father in agonizing pain was dis­
tressing for her.

This experience has left a lasting 
impression on me and reinforced 
my belief in the importance of treat­
ing patients with not only medical 
expertise but also kindness and 
compassion.

I came to China with a specific 
vision of the type of doctor I aspired 
to be. During my internship, being 
able to follow and observe skilled 
and kind doctors, like my mentor, 
was a privilege. It allowed me to wit­
ness both their outstanding work 
firsthand and their genuine empa­
thy toward patients and their fami­
lies.

After completing my rotation in 
orthopedics, I started to apply the 
knowledge and skills I gained across 
various departments. Despite my 
limited fluency in Chinese, I have 
taken the initiative to engage in con­
versations with patients while 
attending to their wound dressing 
and monitoring their blood sugar 
and pressure. This simple gesture 
brought them joy and elicited heart­
felt expressions of gratitude, leaving 
me deeply fulfilled. I have also exert­
ed my efforts to connect with their 
families, offering support to the best 
of my ability.

One special encounter in the car-

'j 1

Clockwise from top left: Zhao Yajing (left) and ZhaoWenjing 
posed for a photo in front of the Ruins of Saint Paul's in Macao 
in March 2018. The twins posed for a photo at Yunshuiyao 
ancient town in Zhangzhou, Fujian province, in January 2018. 
The L-shaped bookshelf in the twins' library. The backyard of 
the library, provided to china daily

serve as neutral zones to me, and 
libraries stand as places with the 
fewest information barriers. When 
you step into a library, books on any 
topic, whether you’ve explored 
them before or not, are all there.”

Recently, the twins decided to put 
their plan into action, transforming 
their living room into a mini-library. 
They sketched a basic design for the 
bookshelf they desired, and a car­
penter brought their vision to life. 

“It’s a 6 by 2-meter L-shaped 
bookshelf capable of holding 3,000 
to 4,000 books,” said Zhao Yajing.

The twins are currently expand­
ing their book collection, having 
recently acquired new volumes 
such as the Percy Jackson series by 
US author Rick Riordan and works 
by Japanese writer Higashino Kei- 
go. “Personally, we enjoy detective 
novels and foreign literature, so 
these types of books constitute a 
significant portion of our invento­
ry,” said Zhao Wenjing.

“But we possess only a few 
domestic works from the past two 
decades, so we’re looking to bring in 
more of these books.”

The twins plan to officially open 
the library in late spring. Due to 
limited space, they are going to 
adopt an appointment system.

“Our intended guests include fel­
low SMA patients and potentially a 
small portion of our social media 
followers,” said Zhao Wenjing.

Two years ago, the twins’ father 
passed away and they have been 
carrying on with his words and 
memories. “Living with SMA hasn’t 
been easy. But, fortunately, we have 
each other and parents who always 
support our endeavors without 
question,” said Zhao Wenjing. “Our 
family and those who have helped 
us along the way are like firewood, 
lighting up the path for us to get 
here. We hope to pass this hope on 
to others.”

For the twins, Rare Disease Day is 
about informing the public that 
people with rare diseases are more 
than just “patients” — they deserve 
to voice their thoughts and discover 
their purpose in life.

“Just like healthy people, we have 
rich perspectives and high aspira­
tions. We, too, have careers and 
dreams that we w'ant to pursue. 
We’re different, yet the same,” said 
Zhao Wenjing.

selves. As they left his office, the 
gratitude and smiles expressed by 
the patients made me instantly real­
ize that he is the kind of doctor I 
aspire to become one day.

Although he tends to so many 
patients every day, my mentor dem­
onstrated an unwavering commit­
ment to understanding and 
addressing the needs of those under 
his care. He made me see that one of 
our biggest jobs as doctors is to 
make patients feel heard and 
respected and to know that their 
well-being is our utmost priority. If 
he could do it, then I could too.

Every day of my internship brings 
unexpected moments, each with the 
potential to profoundly shape my 
life.

One such moment occurred dur­
ing a routine morning hospital 
round with my mentor. We encoun­
tered an elderly patient from Anhui 
province, suffering from a complex 
leg fracture. It was evident that he 
was in considerable pain, although 
he tried to hide it for the sake of his 
daughter, who was by his bedside. 

My mentor’s response was both 
clinical and compassionate. Though 
he needed to ensure effective man­
agement of the patient’s pain as 
soon as possible, he still examined 
the leg gently, taking the necessary 
time and not rushing. He also cared 
enough to provide reassurance and
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are Disease Day is 
observed on the final day 
of February each year.
According to the World

Health Organization, rare diseases 
are conditions that affect between 
0.065 percent to 0.1 percent of the 
population. Many of these diseases 
are congenital, chronic, and often 
life-threatening.

Zhao Wenjing and Zhao Yajing, 
both 27 years old, are twin sisters. 
They are patients with a rare dis­
ease known as spinal muscular 
atrophy, or SMA, which is a progres­
sive autosomal recessive genetic 
disease. Patients typically experi­
ence muscle weakness and often 
develop scoliosis.

However, it wasn’t until last year 
that the twins were officially diag­
nosed with SMA through genetic 
testing. Their previous diagnosis, in 
2000, was said to be neuronal 
motor injury.

Despite both having the same dis­
ease, the twins’ situations differ 
slightly from each other. Zhao 
Yajing’s condition is more severe, as 
she often experiences shortness of 
breath. This is why Zhao Wenjing, 
the elder of the twins, usually acts 
as tiie spokesperson.

The twins have always been 
thankful to have each other. “The 
only person who can truly empa­
thize with me is my twin sister. Hav­
ing someone who’s the same age as 
you and understands what you’re 
going through to talk to is incredi­
bly beneficial for mental health,” 
said Zhao Wenjing.

Due to their SMA, the twins only 
attended school full-time during 
second grade for one year. However, 
they didn’t perceive this as a signifi­
cant loss. “Since we had each other 
as study buddies, it wasn’t lonely?’ 
said Zhao Wenjing.

The twins’ father is both their 
academic adviser and overall con­
sultant. He encouraged their inter­
est in reading and traveling. “Our 
father believed that reading and 
experiencing the world were more 
important than mere grades,” 
explained Zhao Wenjing.

From 2017 to 2019, the family of 
four embarked on multiple trips 
across China, spanning from the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region 
to Macao. Given the challenges that 
SMA patients face during long trips, 
their vehicle was modified so that 
the twins could lie down and take 
naps from time to time.

Twin sisters with spinal muscular atrophy overcome challenges, pursue a passion for literature, 
and open a library to inspire others and advocate for rare disease awareness, Li Xinran reports.
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Just like healthy people, we have rich 
perspectives and high aspirations. We, too, 
have careers and dreams that we want to 

pursue. We’re different, yet the same.” 
Zhao Wenjing, 27, an SMA patient


