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Legal experts raise questions over effectiveness of intervention, rehabilitation efforts

However, it warned that if Israel 
makes “another mistake” Iran 
would deliver “a considerably 
more severe” response. 

On the other hand, the head of 
Israel’s army said Iran’s attack 
would be “met with a response”. 
He provided no further details, 
but it was the first and alarming 
indication of possible Israeli 
retaliation. The prospect of a full­
blown war involving Israel, the 
United States, Iran and others is

i

In the wake of Iran’s recent 
drone and missile strikes on Israel, 
there is heightened concern that 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is 
increasingly spilling onto the 
world stage with deepening politi­
cal polarization and global eco­
nomic disruption. 

Iran’s mission to the United 
Nations issued a statement saying 
that Iran’s military action was in 
response to Israel’s attack on an 
Iranian diplomatic facility in Syria, 
an apparent reference to the April 
1 bombing of an Iranian consulate 
building in Damascus. 

The statement said that Iran 
considered the matter “concluded” 
after the missile and drone strikes.

recent case in which three 
boys have been held on suspi­
cion of killing their classmate 

has shocked the country and put 
the issue of juvenile crime in the

national spotlight once again.
On March 10, the victim, a sev­

enth-grade student surnamed

Punishment of the Crime of Geno­
cide, with respect to its actions in 
Gaza. South Africa argued in The 
Hague that Israel violated the
1948 Genocide Convention, estab­
lished in the aftermath of the 
Holocaust, which mandates that 
all countries prevent the recur­
rence of such crimes.

Pretoria’s support for the Pales­
tinian cause is deeply rooted in 
democratic South Africa’s foreign 
policy. Given the country’s history 
of apartheid, the Palestinian cause 
is largely seen as analogous to its 
own struggle against oppression, 
occupation and violence.

structure and people’s liveli­
hoods over the past five years, it 
still faces difficulties and challen­
ges that remain unsolved.

He urged the region to focus on 
its competitive local industries, 
develop emerging sectors suited 
to local conditions and speed up 
industrial transformation and 
upgrading.

The region should accelerate 
the upgrading of traditional com­
petitive industries, develop tour­
ism and other service sectors into 
its pillar industries, and explore 
the development of modern man­
ufacturing and strategic emerging

The body' of Wang, 13, was found 
buried in an abandoned vegetable 
greenhouse in the district’s Zhang- 
zhuang village, about 100 meters 
from the home of one of the sus­
pects, media outlets reported.

After a preliminary investigation 
and autopsy, Li Yafeng, an official

from the district’s public security 
bureau, told China Central Televi­
sion on March 18 that it was a “pre­
meditated crime” and “no evidence 
was discovered that indicated the 
involvement of adults in the offense”.

Wang, was allegedly killed in Feixi- 
ang district of Handan, Hebei 
province. The next day, three sus­
pects surnamed Zhang, Li and Ma, 
whose ages range from 12 to 14, 
were detained by police, according 
to a statement released by the pro­
vincial authorities.
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By CAO YIN 
caoyin@chirtadaily.com.cn

industries, he said.
Xi highlighted the importance 

of building a solid national ecolog­
ical security shield in the western 
region, as the region holds signifi­
cant strategic importance in safe­
guarding national ecological 
security.

Since the strategy for the large- 
scale development of the western 
region was implemented in 2000, 
more than 21.3 million hectares of 
farmland have been converted 
into forests or grassland.

The region is also home to the 
Sanjiangyuan National Park and 
the Giant Panda National Park.

By MO JINGXI
mojingxi@chinadaily.com.cn

Beijing hopes that US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken’s visit to 
China will help effectively manage 
differences between the two coun­
tries, strengthen dialogue and 
advance mutually beneficial coop­
eration, said an official with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Depart­
ment of North American and Ocea­
nian Affairs.

Xi said that work should be 
done to optimize the development 
and protection of the nation’s land 
resources, adopt a stronger 
region-specific approach to envi­
ronmental management, and 
accelerate the implementation of 
major projects for protecting and 
restoring key ecosystems.

The president also urged the 
region to accelerate the construc­
tion of a new energy system and 
establish a number of important 
national energy bases, in order to 
enhance security and guarantee 
capabilities in energy resources 
and other key areas.

fee

Official statistics showed that 
the region’s GDP reached 26.9 
trillion yuan ($3.71 trillion) last 
year, with an average annual 
growth rate of 4.9 percent over 
the past five years.

Xi said that while the region 
has achieved significant progress 
in terms of ecological protection, 
economic opening-up, infra-

■

trillion yuan
GDP of the western 
region in 2023
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indeed a devastating thought. 
Echoing close international 

partners such as China, South Afri­
can President Cyril Ramaphosa 
expressed his deep concern over 
the possible escalation of regional 
hostilities in the Middle East. He 
emphasized that South Africa has 
consistently called for an immedi­
ate cease-fire in the ongoing con­
flict

Anticipating the potential for 
growing conflicts, bloodshed and 
genocide, South Africa earlier 
instituted proceedings against 
Israel at the International Court 
of Justice in the Hague for violat­
ing its obligations under the Con­
vention on the Prevention and

«

While briefing the 
media on Blinken’s 
three-day visit, which

Comment, will start on Wednes­
day, the official, who 
declined to be named, 

said that Beijing urges Washington 
to turn the commitments made by 
United States President Joe Biden 
into concrete actions.

During a telephone conversation 
with President Xi Jinping on April 2, 
Biden reiterated that the US does 
not seek a new Cold War, and that its 
objective is not to change China’s 
system, its alliances do not target 
China, the US does not support ‘Tai­
wan independence”, and it does not 
seek conflict with China. The US 
also doesn’t want to curtail China’s 
development and doesn’t seek 
“decoupling” from China, he added. 

Noting that China’s door for dia­
logue and communication has 
always been open, the official said 
the US must be aware that commu­
nication should not be conducted 
for its own sake, and that Washing­
ton should not always say one thing 
but do another. The US should also 
abandon the illusion of dealing with 
China from a position of strength, 
the official added.

There were, are and will be differ­
ences between China and the US, 
but these differences should not 
dominate the bilateral relationship, 
the official said.

The official urged the US not to 
cross China’s red lines on the Tai­
wan question or on issues related to 
human rights, the political system 
and development rights.

While calling China’s determina­
tion and will to safeguard national 
sovereignty, security and develop­
ment interests unwavering, the offi­
cial said the Chinese side will use 
Blinken’s visit to firmly articulate its 
position and make clear demands to 
the US on die Taiwan question and 
the issues of economy and trade, 
technology and the South China Sea. 

“We firmly oppose the politiciza­
tion of economic, trade and techno­
logical issues by the US. We also warn 
the US that suppressing Chinese

Nation’s e-commerce sector
vital for consumption recovery
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President Xi Jinping empha­
sized on Tuesday the need to boost 
the high-quality development of 
China’s western region by pursu­
ing higher-standard opening-up, 
both internally and externally, as 
the country advances Chinese 
modernization.

Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, made the 
remarks when presiding over a 
high-level symposium in South­
west China’s Chongqing munici­
pality, where he made an 
inspection tour from Monday to 
Tuesday.

The western region covers 
Chongqing, six provinces and five 
autonomous regions. It includes 
more than 70 percent of China’s 
land area and is home to nearly a 
third of the nation’s population.

To promote the region’s open- 
ing-up, Xi said efforts should be 
made to accelerate the develop­
ment of the New International 
Land-Sea Trade Corridor, a major 
trade channel between China’s 
western region and countries of 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations.

The corridor, which reached 490 
ports in 120 countries and regions 
as of January, saw its cargo volume 
rise 21 percent year-on-year in 
2023, official data showed.

Xi also called on the region to 
better integrate itself with the 
Belt and Road Initiative, promote 
the high-quality development of 
pilot free-trade zones and deepen 
practical cooperation with the 
country’s southern, northern and 
northeastern regions.

Since the 18th National Con­
gress of the CPC in 2012, Xi has 
made more than 30 fact-finding 
trips to the western region, provid­
ing guidance and drawing a blue­
print for the region’s development 
in the new era.

Space company 
works on new 
reusable rocket

strengthen 
dialogue
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President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, learns on Monday about Chongqing's 
efforts in accelerating the development of the New International Land-Sea Trade Corridor during an inspection of the Chongqing Interna­
tional Logistics Hub Park, yue yuewei / xinhua

A pro-Palestinian protestor is arrested on Monday at Columbia 
University in New York, the United States. The university announced 
that classes would be held remotely starting Monday, as pro­
Palestinian protests continued for the sixth day on the campus. 
JOHN ANGELILLO / NEWSCOM
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dling of crimes committed by the 
very young,” he added.

Imposing penalties is the last 
resort in combating juvenile 
offenses, as the problem cannot be 
resolved solely by punishment, both 
He and Zhao said.

Combating juvenile crime is a 
complex and systematic job that 
demands varying levels of interven­
tion, corrective measures and pre­
vention of juvenile delinquency, 
they added.

Chinese courts recently con­
cluded four criminal cases involv­
ing four juveniles aged 12 to 14, 
who were given prison terms ran­
ging from 10 to 15 years for seri­
ous and violent offenses, the 
court said.

“Any issues discovered during 
trials of cases involving minors 
that may lead to juvenile delin­
quency or victimization must not 
be left unattended,” it added.

For example, many cases had 
instances where young criminals 
had either bullied others or been 
the victims of bullying in school, 
without timely intervention from 
school authorities, leading to 
more serious offenses, it said. 

“Therefore, collaborative 

tributing factors, the court said. 
It also called for greater atten­

tion to be paid to harmful infor­
mation circulating in cyberspace. 
Nearly 60 percent of minors who 
committed robbery, theft and vio­
lent crimes over the past three 
years were found to be long-term 
internet addicts, or were more 
susceptible to unhealthy online 
influences.

While pledging to improve the 
quality of case handling involving 
minors, the court said it would 
promote education about the law 
in schools and increase informa­
tion sharing about children with 
other authorities to ensure they 
can receive timely help and grow 
up in a sound environment.

Data released by the SPP in 2022 
showed that the number of juveniles 
prosecuted for committing offenses 
in 2021 increased by 24.2 percent 
from 2017, and the criminal charges 
mainly involved theft, rape, affray 
and robbeiy.

Crimes committed by offenders 
between the ages of 14 and 16, or 
even younger, became more fre­
quent during the 4-year period, with 
the number of minors involved in 
telecom fraud rapidly rising.

Yuan Ningning, an associate law 
professor at the China University of 
Political Science and Law, told Chi­
na Youth Daily that before juveniles 
commit crimes, most have been 
involved in illegal behavior that was 
not stopped by effective and early 
intervention.

To solve the problem, the 2021 
prevention law requires stronger 
management of minors, and stipu­
lates that children who seriously 
misbehave should be educated and 
rehabilitated in special correctional 
schools.

Whether to send delinquent 

i
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The league has also invited 
about 5,000 legal and psychology 
specialists to attend its think 
tanks to answer questions from 
children and their guardians.

“Children, especially the very 
young, need more care, attention, 
and aid while growing up. The 
law, or punishment, is just one of 
many ways to help them tackle 
their issues, but it is not the only 
way,” Zhao said.

‘When compared with punish­
ment, it is more important to 
establish a work system with 
enough team members and prac­
tical measures to help delinquent 
children identify and solve their 
mistakes, so they can return to 
and integrate back into society,” 
he added.

ionship in bars and nightclubs, 
“reflecting the lack of supervision 
and protection of children in 
these business venues,” it added. 

In addition, judges across the 
country have been urged to pro­
vide stronger care and support to 
children affected by family-relat­
ed civil lawsuits, such as child 
custody disputes and divorce pro­
ceedings, and try to correct any 
resulting misbehavior in a timely 
manner.

About 30 percent of juvenile 
defendants who committed vio­
lent crimes between 2021 and 
2023 came from left-behind or 
single-parent families, indicating 
that a lack of parental care, edu­
cation and supervision were con­

The suspects dug a hole in the 
greenhouse on March 9 and 10 to 
bury the body, Li also alleged.

News of the killing went viral 
on social media platforms, spark­
ing huge debate and widespread 
outrage over juvenile crime, espe­
cially cruel and severe acts com­
mitted by minors.

China’s top procuratorate, in 
line with the Chinese Criminal 
Law, recently approved the prose­
cution of the three minors.

However, some stakeholders 
such as legal professionals, have
expressed their concern about the 
effectiveness of the rehabilitation 
of young offenders, and called for 
relevant professionals to become 
more involved to rectify the long­
term behavior of such offenders. 

Although minors, the suspects 
are expected to be held criminally 
liabile.

Details of the prosecution and 
how it will be handled were dis­
closed by the Hebei Provincial 
People’s Procuratorate in a state­
ment released on April 8.

District police handed the case 
over to local prosecutors on 
March 21 to decide whether the 
suspects should be prosecuted, 
die statement said. After review­
ing the case, the prosecutors con­
cluded that the three minors 
should be held criminally respon­
sible as the suspects all met the 
legal age threshold of criminal lia­
bility, and the circumstances of 
the killing were severe.

China’s age of criminal liability 
was lowered to 12 on March 1, 
2021, when the amended Crimi­
nal Law took effect

Since then, children aged 12 to 
14 can be held criminally liable for 
intentional killing by extremely 
cruel means, or for intentional 
injury that leads to death or 
severely disables others. However, 
the law also stresses that the deci­
sion to prosecute must be 
approved by the Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate.

Before the amendment, the age 
of criminal liability was 14 to 16, 
and children could be held 
responsible for committing seri­
ous and violent offenses, includ­

ing rape, robbery, intentional inju­
ry, and intentional homicide.

“The adjustment in age was made 
considering new situations and 
problems with juvenile delinquen­
cy,” said He Ting, a law professor at 
Beijing Normal University. “Lower­
ing the threshold to 12 in special cir­
cumstances has provided a legal 
channel to fight severe offenses com­
mitted by very young individuals.”

Zhao Li, a criminal lawyer at Bei­
jing Jingsh Law Firm, highlighted the 
significance of special and stringent 
circumstances under the law. “They 
indicate that Chinese judicial authori­
ties are still prudent when dealing 
with juvenile offenses,” he said.

This prudence is reflected in the 
fact that the provision only applies 
to suspects between the ages of 12 
and 14 who commit either inten­
tional homicide or intentional inju­
ry, and the consequences of the 
offense must be serious, Zhao said. 

“The law also gives the SPP the 
right to determine whether to con­
tinue the judicial process, which is 
also an indication of the careful han­

efforts by schools, families, social 
organizations and government 
agencies to build a joint work sys­
tem to address bullying and solve 
the problem at an early stage is 
essential and urgent,” it said.

The court suggested public 
security departments conduct 
tighter’ inspections of entertain­
ment venues, where a range of 
juvenile crimes occurred along 
with minors being victimized.

Data released by the top court 
showed that courts nationwide 
heard 1,205 cases of disrupting 
public order involving minors in 
2023, a 5.28 fold increase com­
pared with 2020. The majority 
involved teenagers being orga­
nized to engage in paid compan­

juveniles, according to data 
released by China’s top court on 
April 16.

Following heated public dis­
cussions on intentional killing or 
injury caused by young individu­
als, the top court emphasized 
that the principle of punishment 
was “tolerance without indul­
gence” when dealing with such 
cases.

“Juvenile offenders with deep 
subjective malice that causes 
serious harm to other people, 
especially those who show no 
remorse or incorrigible ones, 
should be penalized in line with 
laws, to serve as a warning to oth­
ers and to ensure fairness for the 
victims,” the court said.

Judges and relevant workers 
are being urged to attach greater 
importance to addressing the 
underlying issues of juvenile 
crime such as inadequate family 
care, internet addiction, and 
school bullying, in order to pro­
vide a better environment for 
children to grow up in.

The Supreme People’s Court 
made the requirement in 
response to the rising instances 
of juvenile delinquency over the 
past three years.

From 2021 to 2023, Chinese 
courts concluded 73,178 criminal 
cases involving people under the 
age of 18 and sentenced 98,426 

Left: A juvenile offender hugs his mother at a rehabilitation institution in Nanchang, Jiangxi province, uu zhankun / china news service

Right: A policeman demonstrates self-defense skills at a primary school in Huai'an, Jiangsu province, zhao qirui / for china daily

minors to correctional schools 
needs to be jointly decided by educa­
tion and public security depart­
ments. It also must be clarified that 
the rehabilitation process has 
closed, and public security and jus­
tice agencies are in charge.

These stipulations are measures 
complementary to criminal pun­
ishment, Yuan said, adding that 
delinquent minors of all ages can 
be regulated by the rule of law in 
this way.

“Adolescents are inseparable 
from their families and schools. If 
they are simply detained, it will not 
be conducive to their socialization 
and could easily lead to greater 
security risks after they are 
released,” Yuan told China Youth 
Daily.

A show is held in Shijingshan 
district of Beijing to make 
minors aware of school bully­
ing and other campus prob­
lems. The poster on the wall 
says ‘Let’s join hands to say 
no to school bullying!" 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

basic education to minors, 
instead of special corrective meas­
ures, after learning that the chil­
dren did not meet the age 
threshold for criminal liability.

At the same time, the number of 
professionals who can provide 
corrective measures such as judi­
cial social workers, along with the 
number of special correctional 
schools where young offenders 
can receive psychological help and 
behavioral rehabilitation, are also 
inadequate, he said.

Guidance on specific laws, and 
rules on what corrective measures 
should be provided to help delin­
quent children are also falling 
short, he added. Public security, 
judicial, and educational agencies 
should specify the provisions 
related to the special corrective 
measures to make their imple­
mentation more practical, Yuan 
said.

Zhao, the Beijing lawyer, said 
more social organizations should 
be encouraged to help in the reha­
bilitation of young offenders, with 
a greater focus on problems relat­
ed to left-behind children and 
school bullying.

As of April last year, China had 
about 233,500 social workers. Of 
those, nearly 30 percent worked 
in judicial affairs, conducting 
social research and providing psy­
chological assistance, according 
to the Central Committee of the 
Communist Youth League of Chi-

Preventive measures
While lowering the age threshold, 

China has also optimized support­
ing measures through legislation 
revised in 2020 to deal with juvenile 
crimes and strengthen rehabilita­
tion of young offenders.

The revised Law on Prevention of 
Juvenile Delinquency, which came 
into effect in June 2021, states that 
minors convicted of crimes but 
exempt from criminal punishment— 
such as those under the age of 12 or 
whose offense is not violent — should 
receive education and rehabilitation.

Best intentions
However, implementation of the 

revised Prevention of Juvenile 
Delinquency Law has not been 
straightforward.

Yuan said some public security 
departments have only provided 

rc;

/▼I
<1

------- -. aawt.
Bk rA«* *Mia



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/26/2024 6:40:45 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBAL EDITION Wednesday, April 24,2024 I 3

TOP NEWS
Possible TikTok ban
puts free speech in peril fc J

4

&

.41

I

T1
¥

X

L

Experts attribute edge
in exports to new tech
Chinese manufacturers manage to save costs and win consumers

Inside

Comment, page 12

Dashing through the snow

4

Visit: US political intervention slammed
/i

From page 1 

NoticeConflict: Ignoring of court order a disturbing trend

From page 1 

Appendix I:

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/26/2024 6:40:45 PM

>
£

for working through legitimate 
global legal instruments to sup­
port the Palestinian cause. What is, 
however, deeply disturbing to 
South Africa and its international 
partners is the fact that the Israeli 
government callously continues to 
ignore the orders of the ICJ in the 
genocide case. In clear defiance of 
the legally-binding order, Israel 
intensified its violence against the 
residents of Gaza. It continued to 
obstruct the provision of basic ser­
vices and the entry and distribu­
tion within Gaza of adequate fuel 
and lifesaving aid, perpetrating 
acts of collective punishment that 
amounted to brutal war crimes 
and which included the use of 
“starvation” of civilians as a weap­
on of war.

By drawing on established 
international institutions, South 
Africa’s government is simultane­
ously asking the ICJ to rule on 
whether there is an ongoing geno­
cide in Gaza and to clarify the 
duties of all states to prevent gen­
ocide, while testing the legitimacy 
and consistency of this system. So 
the ICJ is expected to make a 
judgment on the merits of the 
case in which it determines 
whether Israel has violated the 
Genocide Convention. The pro­
cess to a final judgment could, 
however, take several years. 

It is against this background 

that it is encouraging to see that 
the UN Security Council recently 
demanded an immediate cease 
fire between Israel and Hamas 
and the unconditional release of 
all hostages after the US abstained 
from the vote. In addition, there 
has been a growing global accept­
ance of the new report by the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the situa­
tion of human rights in the Pales­
tinian territory occupied since 
1967, which concludes that there 
are “reasonable grounds to believe 
the threshold indicating Israel’s 
commission of genocide is met”. 

Furthermore, Britain, France, 
Germany and the European 
Union’s foreign policy chiefs all 
joined Washington and UN Secre­
tary-General Antonio Guterres in 
calling for restraint and to step 
away from the “edge of the cliff” 

An increasing number of interna­
tional partners such as China are 
also calling on all parties to exercise 
the greatest restraint, for the imple­
mentation of an instant arms 
embargo as well as the recognition 
of Palestine as a sovereign state 
“when the moment comes”. 

UN Security Council resolutions 
are binding and the international 
conununity expects the Council to 
fulfill its mandate and obligations 
under the United Nations Charter 
and to take due action as required 
by the resolution.

However, as mentioned, in clear 
defiance of the legally-binding 
order, Israel had intensified its vio­
lence against the residents of Gaza 
when thousands faced starvation 
and famine as the delivery of aid 
continued to be disrupted, includ­
ing the killing of humanitarian and 
aid workers.

As regards the recent attacks by 
Israel on Damascus as well as die 
Iran attack on Israel, the prolifera­
tion of global conflicts will continue 
if the international community 
does not commit itself to the end­
ing of war and the establishment of 
conditions under which justice and 
respect for international law are 
maintained.

In fact, as long as Israel carries 
out its ongoing and blatant breach­
es of international humanitarian 
law with impunity, the war and 
injustice will continue. 

It is, therefore, imperative that the 
international community and the 
UN Security Council, in particular, 
must act in the pursuit of sustaina­
ble and just peace for all people.

The author is a senior research fel­
low at the Institute of African Stud­
ies at Zhejiang Normal University 
and a former senior diplomat in the 
South African Department of Inter­
national Relations and Coopera­
tion. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.
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technology is tantamount to 
restraining China’s high-quality 
development and depriving the Chi­
nese people of their legitimate right 
to development China will resolute­
ly respond to this,” the official said.

The official also voice d China’s firm 

Naledi Pandor, the country’s 
minister of international relations 
and cooperation, reiterated: 
“South Africa really lias a moral 
responsibility to always stand 
with the oppressed because we 
come from a history of struggle, a 
history of striving for freedom, a 
history of believing that every­
body deserves human dignity, jus­
tice and freedom; tliis is the only 
reason that we have taken this 
major step as South Africa.” 

South Africa’s legal team at The 
Hague argued that the “intent to 
destroy Gaza has been nurtured at 
the highest level of state” and add­
ed that Israel’s political and mili­
tary leaders were among “the 
genocidal inciters”. 

The ICJ accepted South Africa’s 
argument that, contrary to what 
Israel claimed, the UN agencies 
were not being assisted to get aid 
flowing into Gaza. 

The court, the principal judicial 
organ of the UN, in feet, pro­
nounced a set of provisional meas­
ures, later followed by additional 
measures at South Africa’s insist­
ence, that called on Israel to pre­
vent the commission of all acts 
falling within the scope of the Gen­
ocide Convention.

South Africa has been applaud­
ed by the international community

Zhuang Yarning (Household No 15 on the Review Form of the Farmers' Residence Land Use 

Rights), the farmers' residence land user, and Liu Peihua and Zhuang Jiayan, applicants 

for the farmers' residence land of 245 Nanle, Zhongle village, Nicheng town and Group 

9 Zhongle, Room No 1, 271 Nanle. Zhongle village, Nicheng town and Pudong New Area, 

Shanghai, are hereby notified:

The properties of your household have been included in the Lerna River (Pengping High- 

wa/-Punan Canal) river channel improvement project. On August 30.2022, the Government 

of Pudong New Area approved the "Pre-announcement of Land Expropriation" numbered Hu 

Pu Yu Zheng Di Gao (2022) No 201. By the approval of the document Hu Pu Zheng Di Fang 

Bu Gao (2023) No 29, the project has entered the specific execution phase regarding com­

pensation for the houses on the expropriated land.

Since your household cannot be contacted and the properties have no actual occupants or 

persons in control, related property expropriation documents cannot be sent. Please con­

tact the expropriation implementing unit within seven days from the date of the publication 

of this notice and provide a valid property ownership certificate, identity certificate, contact 

address and contact number to agree on a meeting time and ensure delivery of relevant 

property expropriation documents. If you fail to contact us within the time limit, we will, in 

accordance with the regulations, announce relevant documents and follow-up procedures 

concerning your properties through the bulletin board of this base.

Office hours: 8:30 to 16:30, Monday to Friday

Address: Village Committee (178 Pengyi), Pengmiao village, Nicheng town, Pudong New 

Area, Shanghai, China

Contact: Yao Haiming, Pan Jianjun: Tel: 86-18930238450 or 13301610832 

Property expropriation implementing unit: Shanghai Pudong No 7 Property Expropriation 

Service Firm Co., Ltd.

For example, the competitive 
edge of China’s new energy indus­
tries is not a result of subsidies. 
Rather, it arises from the country’s 
integrated industrial chain and a 
substantial pool of high-end tech­
nical professionals, he said.

Lu Feng, a professor of econo­
mics at Peking University’s Nation­
al School of Development, said, “In 
the advancement of emerging sec­
tors like new energy vehicles, cer­
tain Western countries maintain a 
zero-sum mentality?’

Highlighting those countries’ 
industrial policies, Lu said that they 
often contravene economic laws 
and intentionally destabilize global 
industrial and supply chain net­
works with “de-risking” measures. 

He said such actions obstruct the 
efficient distribution of global 

opposition to US intervention on the 
South China Sea issue and sowing 
discord between China and the Asso­
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations.

Regarding the ongoing Palestine- 
Israel conflict, the official urged the 
US to fulfill its international 
responsibilities, support United 
Nations Security Council Resolu­

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan@chinadaily.com.cn

tion 2728, and work toward achiev­
ing an immediate and full cease­
fire in the Gaza Strip to rescue the 
Palestinian people from the dire sit­
uation, the official said.

Regarding the Ukraine crisis, the 
official said the US needs to refrain 
from adding fuel to the fire or seek­
ing to benefit from the situation, 

ByFANFEIFEI
fanfeifei@chlnadaily.com.cn

TikTok, owned by Chinese tech 
company ByteDance, highlighted its 
free speech concerns following the 
passage of a bill by the United States 
House of Representatives that could 
see the popular social media plat­
form banned in the US.

“It is unfortunate that the House 
of Representatives is using the cover 
of important foreign and humani­
tarian assistance to once again jam 
through a ban bill that would tram­
ple the free speech rights of 170 mil­
lion Americans, devastate 7 million 
businesses, and shutter a platform 
that contributes $24 billion to the 
US economy, annually,” the compa­
ny said in a statement.

The comments came after the bill 
was approved on Sunday by a 360- 
58 vote. It requires TikTok’s parent 
company ByteDance to sell its stake 
within a year, or face a ban on the 
video-sharing app.

The legislation now goes to the 
Senate after negotiations that 
lengthened the timeline for Byte­
Dance to sell to nine months, with a 
possible additional three months if 
a sale is in progress.

A previous version passed by the 
House of Representatives in March 
gave ByteDance six months to divest 
its ownership stake in TikTok, but 
that plan stalled in the Senate.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk expressed 
his opposition to banning TikTok in 
the US. “In my opinion, TikTok 
should not be banned in the US, 
even though such a ban may benefit 
the X platform. Doing so would be 
contraiy to freedom of speech and 
expression. It is not what America 
stands for,” he wrote on his social 
media platform X.

Some Democrats have raised free 
speech concerns over the possible 
ban and instead asked for stronger 
data privacy legislation. Democra­

China’s export advantage arises 
from its competitive strength in the 
global market, said scholars and 
exporters, dismissing some Western 
nations’ “overcapacity” narrative, 
which was generated by anxiety and 
insecurities about their own defi­
ciencies in certain industries.

The observers said that the “Chi­
na overcapacity” narrative, particu­
larly propagated by the United 
States, serves as a political tool to 
curb the growth of the Chinese 
economy.

Mao Yanhua, a professor special­
izing in regional economic deve­
lopment at Sun Yat-sen University 
in Guangzhou, Guangdong prov­
ince, said the narrative lacks eco­
nomic understanding. Globally, 
Chinese products are highly popu­
lar because of their technological 
elements, durability and high 
quality, Mao said.

Midair 
collision

refrain from attacking and smear­
ing the normal state-to-state rela­
tions between China and Russia, 
and avoid stirring up bloc confron­
tation, the official added.

The official also expressed con­
cerns about US deployment of 
intermediate-range missile 
launch systems in the Philippi­
nes, saying that the move has 
heightened regional tension and 
increased the risk of misunder­
standing and misjudgment.
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resources and stifle the growth of 
their own industry players.

The ongoing 135th session of the 
China Import and Export Fair, also 
known as the Canton Fair, exempli­
fies China’s innovation strength and 
commitment to providing afford­
able products to the global market. 

Dayun Group, an auto manufac­
turer based in Yuncheng, Shanxi 
province, secured export orders for 
hundreds of pickups and tracks 
worth over 60 million yuan ($8.28 
million) on the first day of the Can­
ton Fair. Most of the vehicles will be 
shipped to the African market.

Yuan Qinshan, chairman of 
Dayun Group, said Chinese tracks 
are generally more affordable than 
their counterparts from Europe, 
Japan and the US. This price 
advantage makes them attractive 
to African businesses and govern­
ments, especially in a context in 
which budget constraints are com­
mon, Yuan said.

Lin Jiantian, director of the Gen­

eral Administration of Customs’ 
Department of Enterprise Manage­
ment and Audit-based Control, said 
that by integrating new technolo­
gies and methods, Chinese manu­
facturers are gradually able to pass 
on the advantages of these cost sav­
ings to downstream consumers.

The Canton Fair, which started 
on April 15 and will ran through 
May 5, attracted 125,440 overseas 
buyers — up 23.2 percent year-on- 
year — from 212 countries and 
regions during the first five days, 
according to data released by the 
Guangzhou-based China Foreign 
Trade Center, one of the organizers. 

Meanwhile, Yu Hanfen, vice- 
president of Ningbo Borine Electric 
Appliance Co, said that accusations 
aimed at China’s substantial low- 
priced exports are unfounded.

Reasonable prices result from 
thorough competition in the mar­
ket, Yu said. “For instance, our 
Malaysian and Turkish rivals may 
sell a type of automatic coffee 
machine in the European market 
for between $100 and $200, but we 
sell it for $300.”

“We are willing to invest in 
improving the brewing system, 
thereby enhancing the taste, and 
entrust German and Italian institu­
tions to conduct product evalua­
tions,” he said, adding that the 
company’s research and develop­
ment cycle might be as long as two 
years, but the final products can be 
used for more than a decade.

tic representative Ro Khanna told 
ABC News that he felt a TikTok ban 
may not survive legal scrutiny, cit­
ing the Constitution’s free speech 
protections.

The legislation will unconstitu­
tionally restrict free speech rights of 
US citizens, and could impact small 
business owners, who benefit from 
using the platform, said Rand Paul, 
a Republican senator.

TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew said 
in a video posted on the platform 
last month that he would not stop 
fighting to prevent the bill from 
being signed into law and urged 
the public to continue voicing their 
opposition to it.

‘We will continue to do all we can, 
including exercising our legal rights 
to protect this amazing platform 
that we have built with you. We 
believe we can overcome this 
together,” Chew said.

He also noted that the ban would 
not only force users in the US to lose 
access to the app but also “put more 
than 300,000 American jobs at risk”. 

TikTok has also indicated that it 
would likely go to court to tiy and 
block the law if it passes, arguing it 
would deprive the app’s millions of 
users of their First Amendment 
rights.

The possible ban also drew criti­
cism from users in the US. Sophia 
Zhang, who lives in Boston, opened 
an online store last year selling 
kitchen gadgets with about 300,000 
followers on TikTok Shop, TikTok’s 
e-commerce arm that allows US 
consumers to find and directly pur­
chase products used in livestream- 
ing and short videos.

Zhang said she was angry and 
anxious about the bill as most of her 
income is generated through Tik­
Tok. “I strongly oppose the legisla­
tion, which is going to threaten 
small businesses. The ban of TikTok 
will be devastating and have a huge 
impact on my life,” she said.

Reindeer herders take part in a sled race on Reindeer Breeder Day 
on Sunday, in the village of Nosok on the Taymyr Peninsula, Kras­
noyarsk, Russia. DENIS KOZHEVNIKOV / TASS

Firefighters and rescue 
personnel rush to 
inspect the debris 
of two military 
helicopters that 
collided on Tuesday 
at the Lumut naval 
base in Perak State, 
Malaysia. All 10 people 
on board were killed in 
the crash that occurred 
during a training 
session. 
FIRE & RESCUE DEPARTMENT 

OF MALAYSIA VIA AP

Delivery Notice
Zhuang Yarning (household), Liu Peihua and Zhuang Jiayan:

On August 30, 2022, the collectively-owned land where your farmers' residence land 

properties are located (Land No: Household No 15 on the Review Form of the Farmers' 

Residence Land Use Rights; address: 245 Nanle, Zhongle village and Room No 1,271 Nan­

le, Zhongle village) was proposed for approval of expropriation for the Lerna River channel 

improvement project with the document numbered Hu PU Yu Zheng Di Gao (2022) No 

201. Approved by the Hu Pu Zheng Di Fang Bu Gao (2023) No 29, the project has now 

entered the specific execution phase regarding compensation for the houses on the ex­

propriated land.

Since your household cannot be contacted and the properties have no actual occupants 

or persons in control, you are hereby notified that related documents will be sent to prop­

erty rights holders who can be reached directly. In case of delivery failure, relevant docu­

ments and follow-up procedures concerning your properties will be announced through 

the bulletin board of this base.

Shanghai Pudong No 7 Property Expropriation Service Firm Co., Ltd. 
April 24,2024
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Expert blames climate change
for spate of unusual flooding

By ZHAO LEI in Wuhan

Li Yanbin, CASIC employee

Flights and train services resume in Guangdong

Mountain village seeks prosperity from herb, honey
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ByHOULIQIANG
and LI MENGHAN

Zheng Caixiong in Guangzhou
contributed to the story.

By QIU QUANLIN in Guangzhou 

qiuquxinlinfSichinadaily.comrn

By ZHAO LEI in Wuhan 

zhaolei@chinadailyMim.cn

per capita arable land of less than 
700 square meters. Eighty-five of 
the village’s 542 families were list­
ed as poverty stricken by the local 
government.

Xi told the villagers that happi­
ness is achieved through hard work 
and that people in poverty-stricken 
regions should make full use of the 
Party’s policies and work hard for a 
better life.

Encouraged by Xi’s words, the vil-

By TAN YINGZI in Chongqing 

tanyingzi@chinadaily.com.m

Contact the writers at
houHqiang@chinadaily.com.cn
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Getting his 
bearings

The village has also been beautified 
and upgraded with paved roads, new 
schools, a community center, a plaza 
and even a museum featuring Chi­
nese beekeeping and honey making. 

Five years ago, President Xi Jinping 
visited Huaxi to learn about progress 
in poverty relief and to solve promi­
nent issues in the county during an 
inspection tour to Chongqing.

Huaxi was a typical example of 
an impoverished rural area, with

crew members who were washed 
away after their vessel sank on Mon­
day night in the Xijiang River, one of 
the tributaries of the Pearl River.

The seagoing vessel, with 11 sail­
ors on board, sank at 11:40 pm on 
Monday after hitting a protective 
barrier on a pier at Jiujiang Bridge 
in Foshan, Guangdong.

Days of continuous rain meant the 
Xijiang’s water level was high and

The unusual flooding is happen­
ing because many areas in southern 
China are experiencing more pre­
cipitation amid higher than normal 
temperatures.

From Thursday to Monday, 16 
counties in Guangdong and the 
neighboring Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region reported pre­
cipitation that exceeded the record 
amounts seen on the same days in 
previous years, the ministry said.

It said 36 rivers swelled above 
their flood warning marks on Sun­
day and Monday.

The National Meteorological Cen­
ter said most areas south of the Yang­
tze River, including Guangdong and 
Guangxi, received 40 to 80 millime­
ters of rainfall from April 13 to Mon­
day, which is 40 to 80 percent more 
than their historical averages for the 
same period.

agricultural activities, homestays 
and restaurants are packed with 
guests and diners.

Known as Chinese Bee Town, 
Huaxi, in Chongqing’s Shizhu Tujia 
autonomous county, has found its 
way to prosperity through rural 
tourism, planting huangfing and 
beekeeping.

Its per capita disposable income 
has risen to 20,691 yuan ($2,950), up 
from 14,312 yuan in 2019.

Yin Zhijie, chief hydrological fore­
caster with the Ministry of Water 
Resources, pointed to climate 
change as the hidden force behind 
the extraordinary flood.

“Based on the flood control situa­
tion in recent years, extreme heavy 
rainfall occurs every year as the 
trend of rising temperature intensi­
fies with a warming climate,” he 
said. “Downpours and floods are 
direct results of such extreme 
weather events.”

The National Meteorological Cen­
ter has warned of more rainfall and 
severe weather events until May 2. 

About 50 to 120 mm of rainfall is 
forecast to fall in the region from 
Tuesday to May 2. In some areas, 
precipitation may exceed 400 mm, 
the center said. That means they 
may receive 50 to 80 percent more 
precipitation than their historical 
averages for the same period.

flowing fest when the accident hap­
pened, said Zhan Qianshang, direct­
or' of the maritime affairs authority in 
Foshan’s Nanhai district

An initial investigation showed 
the accident occurred due to 
improper operations by the crew, 
Zhan said.

lagers have made full use of the local 
resources to plant huangfing and 
develop products such as huangjing 
noodles and preserved huangjing 
snacks.

In 2022, huangjing noodles from 
the village were exported to Austra­
lia and Singapore.

The village committee estimates 
that the huangjing-related industry 
will generate 5 million yuan 
($690,000) in revenue for Huaxi 
this year.

More young and educated villag­
ers are now willing to build careers 
at home.

During spring, formers in Huaxi 
village are busy harvesting huang­
jing, a valuable herb in traditional 
Chinese medicine that lias brought 
fortune to the formerly poverty- 
stricken village deep in the moun­
tains of Southwest China.

As tourists flock to the village to 
experience the rural scenery and

we plan to perform several Kuaiz- 
hou 11 flights this year.”

She said the Kuaizhou 1A mod­
el has undertaken 26 flights that 
have placed 56 satellites into 
space. The type made six launch­
es last year.

The 20-meter Kuaizhou 1A mod­
el lias a diameter of 1.4 meters and 
a liftoff weight of about 30 tons. It 
is capable of sending 200 kilo­
grams of payload into a sun-syn­
chronous orbit, or 300 kg of 
payload into a low-Earth orbit, 
according to its designers. It was 
first flown from the Jiuquan Satel­
lite Launch Center in northwest­
ern China’s Gobi Desert in 
November 2017.

The larger Kuaizhou 11 is 25 
meters tall and 2.2 meters wide. 
With a liftoff weight of 78 tons, 
the rocket is able to place a 1-ton 
payload into a typical sun-syn­
chronous orbit at an altitude of 
700 kilometers, or a 1.5-ton space­
craft into a low-Earth orbit.

Its first flight took place in July 
2020 at the Jiuquan center but 
failed due to technical abnormali­
ties. The second launch was made 
in December 2022 at the same site 
and was successful.

CASIC started developing the 
Kuaizhou series in 2009 as a low- 
cost, quick-response product for 
the commercial space market. 
The Kuaizhou is the dominant 
solid-propellant rocket family in 
China, as opposed to the Long 
March series which mainly relies 
on liquid fuel.

Flooding due to heavy rainfall causes traffic disruptions in Shen­
zhen, Guangdong province, on Tuesday, chen wen / china news service

on railway lines between Guang­
zhou, the provincial capital, and Bei­
jing, with 305 trains suspended or 
turned back, China Railway Guang­
zhou Group said.

In cooperation with local authori­
ties, the railway group facilitated the 
transfer of more than 34,000 affected 
passengers along the Guangzhou- 
Beijing Railway by operating more 
high-speed special trains and increas­
ing station stops along the way.

The water levels at 14 reservoirs, 
mostly in the northern part of 
Guangdong, began declining on 
Tuesday, although they still exceed­
ed the warning line, the province’s 
water resources authorities said.

The downpours, which began on 
April 16, caused widespread damage 
in Guangdong. Houses collapsed, 
roads were blocked and landslides 
occurred in the cities of Guangzhou, 
Zhaoqing, Shaoguan, Heyuan, 
Qingyuan, Meizhou and Huizhou.

Local authorities have relocated 
over 107,400 people, with 25,800 
urgently resettled. Power supplies in 
Shaoguaris Jiangwan township, one 
of the hardest hit areas, had 
resumed for over 60 percent of resi­
dents by Tuesday.

Rescue workers are also racing 
against time to search for missing

China Aerospace Science and 
Industry Corp, one of the country’s 
major space contractors, plans to 
launch the first satellite of a massive 
remote-sensing network in the com­
ing months, a project manager said. 

Zhang Chuan, from CASIC Space 
Engineering Development, a CAS­
IC subsidiary in Beijing leading the 
project, said the first satellite in the 
Chutian Remote-Sensing Satellite 
Network is scheduled to be put into 
orbit before July.

Remote-sensing satellites are 
tasked with observing, surveying 
and measuring objects on Earth, 
as well as monitoring weather and 
other atmospheric elements.

“The satellite wall carry optical 
remote-sensing imagers, data pro­
cessors, atomic oxygen sensors and 
other mission payloads, and will be 
used to demonstrate extra-low 
orbit remote-sensing technologies 
such as aerodynamic design, atom 
oxygen-resistance system and sat­
ellite-mounted intelligence,” Zhang 
said in Wuhan, Hubei province, on 
Monday.

“If the first satellite works well, 
we will launch nine more of the 
same type to the same orbit before 
the end of 2025 to verify network­
ing technologies and establish a tri­
al-run system that can respond to 
users’ requests for data in 24 hours.” 

Starting in 2026, Zhang’s compa­
ny plans to deploy vast groups of 
Chutian satellites to begin the 
large-scale in-orbit construction of 
the system.

Upon its scheduled completion 
around 2030, the space-based net­
work will have 300 remote-sensing 
satellites operating in extra-low 
orbits, which have altitudes of less 
than 300 kilometers, and will be 
able to obtain optical pictures, 
radar data, and hyperspectral and 
infrared images, Zhang said.

By that time, the network will be 
capable of mapping and surveying 
any given place in the world within

Airline and railway services grad­
ually resumed across Guangdong 
province on Tuesday following a res­
pite in the weather, but local author­
ities have ordered measures to 
prevent further flooding and geo­
logical hazards as a new round of 
heavy rainfall is predicted from 
Wednesday night.

Before that, there will be intermit­
tent heavy rainfall across the prov­
ince, local weather authorities said. 

Following an improvement in 
weather conditions, the emergency 
response for large-scale flight 
delays at Guangzhou Baiyun Inter­
national Airport, one of the busiest 
airports in China, was lifted on 
Tuesday afternoon.

By 2 pm Tuesday, 33 flights had 
been delayed for more than an hour, 
airport authorities said.

Rail transport, affected by days of 
rainstorms in northern Guangdong 
and elsewhere, has been restored 
since Monday, with all high-speed 
trains and ordinary speed trains 
operating normally.

Heavy rainfall, particularly since 
Friday in the cities of Shaoguan and 
Qingyuan, had a significant impact

15 minutes after receiving users’ 
requests, he said.

The Chutian network will be 
tasked with providing public ser­
vices in fields such as emergency 
response and rescue, and disaster 
prevention and relief, and will 
also be used to carry out real­
time, high-resolution observation 
of designated areas and specific 
targets in accordance with users’ 
requests, Zhang said.

Satellites flying in extra-low 
orbit are closer to Earth, can pro­
duce pictures with higher defini­
tion at lower cost, and can transmit 
them back to Earth in less time. 
They also weigh less, and their pro­
duction costs are lower, according 
to satellite designers at CASIC 
Space Engineering Development. 

Li Yanbin, deputy general man­
ager of the company, said that cur­
rent remote-sensing products in 
China are far from sufficient to 
meet the demands from emergen­
cy response and rescue and disas­
ter relief operations, which require 
timely and low-cost data support. 

“Our satellite network is what 
they really need — it wall provide 
rapid, reliable acquisition of high- 
precision data and images,” he said. 
“Moreover, its operations will 
unleash the tremendous potential 
in businesses related to commer­
cial remote-sensing sendees and 
may even break new ground in the 
space industry ’̂

*
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The extraordinary flood raging 
along the Beijiang River in south­
ern China, which arrived two 
months before the usual time for 
floods of similar intensity, provides 
new' evidence that the climate cri­
sis is looming larger, an expert 
said.

On Monday, the Shijiaowen 
hydrological station on the Beijiang 
in Qingyuan, Guangdong province, 
reported a flow of 18,100 cubic 
meters per second, w'ell above its 
annual average of 2,400 cubic m/s 
for the same day, according to the 
Ministry of Water Resources.

A major tributary of the Pearl 
River, the Beijiang originates in 
Jiangxi province, with most of its 
length in Guangdong.

Wang Qiushi, w'ho used to work in 
big cities, returned to Huaxi in 2019 
to help promote and sell local pro­
duce.

“Now we are working with a com­
pany in Hunan province to develop 
a tea made of huangjing" he said.

An art major at university, Wang 
designed logos for the herb to attract 
the interest of young customers.

To consolidate the accomplish­
ment of poverty alleviation, Chong­
qing has focused on developing 
local agricultural specialties and 
implemented a campaign to culti­
vate industry.

Increase in temperatures contributed to 
recent heavy rainfall, forecaster says

i

Polar bear Zai Zai is lifted from a 
refrigerated truck on Monday on 
his return to Nanjing Andover 
Underwater World in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu province, after an 
absence of two and a half years. 
Born in Russia in 2010, Zai Zai 
was sent from Nanjing to a zoo 
in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, in
2021 to be paired with females 
Qian Qian and Aisika. 
YANG BO / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

Precipitation in some places in 
Guangdong even reached 250 mm 
to 450 mm, it said.

It also noted that average temper­
atures in most regions across the 
country in the past 10 days were 1 to 
3 C higher than usual.

Ma Xuekuan, chief forecaster at 
the center, said the increase in tem­
peratures w'as one of the reasons for 
the recent heavy rainfall south of the 
Yangtze.

The higher temperatures have led 
to abundant moisture and high 
unstable energy in the atmosphere, 
Ma said, which could cause sudden 
and very destructive w'eather that 
often includes thunderstorms, hail, 
strong winds and heavy rain.

Ma said the subtropical high 
pressure that has been stronger 
than usual this month is another 
factor to blame, as it has created 
favorable conditions for the trans­
port of water vapor from the South 
China Sea and the Bay of Bengal to 
southern China.

Expace Technology in Hubei 
province has been working on a 
reusable rocket that will be pro­
pelled by liquid oxygen-methane 
engines.

With a thrust of 70 metric tons, 
the new engine has undergone 
ignition tests as well as vertical 
takeoff and landing tests, accord­
ing to Zhao Shuang, marketing 
director at the company, which is a 
subsidiary of China Aerospace Sci­
ence and Industry Corp, a major 
State-owned space contractor.

Compared with traditional types 
of rocket engines that can function 
only once, engines consuming liq­
uid oxygen and methane have 
become popular because they are 
reusable, cost-efficient and more 
environmentally friendly.

If everything goes according to 
plan, the new rocket will make its 
maiden flight in the near future, 
said Zhao, who is also deputy man­
ager of CASIC’s Kuaizhou 1A rocket 
team.

CASIC plans to conduct up to 10 
launches with its Kuaizhou carrier 
rocket family this year.

“The Kuaizhou 1A and Kuaiz­
hou 11 rockets are scheduled to 
carry out eight to 10 launch mis­
sions to transport more than 30 
satellites to their orbits,” Zhao 
said on Monday at a rocket assem­
bly facility in Wuhan, Hubei prov­
ince. “We have launched two 
Kuaizhou 1A rockets this year, and

.1

Our satellite network 
is what they really 
need — it will 
provide rapid, 
reliable acquisition
of high-precision 
data and images.”

Launch to pave way for 
remote-sensing network

Space company works 
on new reusable rocket
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Researchers find fossil of ancient Myanmar tapeworm

XINHUA XINHUA
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By ZHAO RUINAN in Nanchang 

zhaoriiinan@chinadaily.com.cn

Tapeworms are a large class with­
in the Platyhelminth phylum, with 
about 5,000 species described so for. 
They infect all major groups of ver­
tebrates, including humans and 
livestock, and are found in nearly all 
marine, freshwater and terrestrial 
ecosystems. Their sizes vary, ran­
ging from less than 1 millimeter to 
more than 30 meters in length.

The order Trypanorhyncha is the 
most diverse tapeworm group in the 
marine realm and comprises one of 
the most ubiquitous and readily 
recognized parasites of marine fish. 
Their adults are usually found in the 
stomachs and intestines of sharks 
and rays.

Previous studies on the molecular 
biology estimated that Trypano­
rhyncha tapeworms probably origi­

nated around the Triassic and 
Jurassic period boundary about 200 
million years ago, but their own fos­
sils have never been found.

“The fossil record of tapeworms is 
extremely sparse due to their soft 
tissues and endoparasitic habitats, 
which greatly hampers our under­
standing of their early evolution,” 
said Wang Bo, a lead researcher of 
the study.

However, he added that his team 
had “reported the first body fossil of 
a tapeworm”

According to the researchers, this 
fossil displays unique external and 
internal features that are most con­
sistent with the characteristics of 
extant Trypanorhyncha tapeworms. 

The study also provides an excep­
tional example of a marine endo-

L

while he was hospitalized.
Wan and Xiong let the young 

mother use their stove for free. 
Later, they offered the use of the 
stove and their kitchenware at no 
charge to other families who want­
ed to make meals for their hospi­
talized relatives.

As word spread about the cou­
ple’s deed, people who had used 
their kitchen began referring to 
the stall as “anti-cancer kitchen”. 
Some even started calling it “kitch­
en of love” that made them feel 

By ZHAO RUINAN 
in Gongqingcheng, Jiangxi 

zhaoruinan@chinadaily.com.cn

a terrestrial or onshore environ­
ment at the time of entrapment in 
the resin. In addition, many grains 
of sand were evenly distributed 
throughout the amber, suggesting 
that the fossil was entombed in a 
sandy environment

One possible scenario for the dep­
osition of the tapeworm in the 
amber is that its elasmobranch host 
was stranded by a tide or storm, and 
then was bitten by a higher-level ter­
restrial predator or scavenger. 
When the host was ingested by the 
predator, the tapeworm was pulled 
away, dislodged from the intestine, 
and stuck to nearby resin.

“Our study further supports the 
hypothesis that the amber was prob­
ably deposited in a paralic paleoen­
vironment, and also highlights the 
importance of amber research in 
paleoparasitology?’ Wang said.

parasite trapped in amber, shed­
ding new light on the taphonomy of 
amber and restoring paleoenviron­
ment.

Previous studies had shown that 
internal structures could be pre­
served intact as in extant forms, but 
such studies all focused on arthro­
pods. By using a high-resolution 
micro computed tomography, the 
researchers discovered that the 
interior of the current fossil is con­
sistent with the Trypanorhyncha 
tapeworm.

“Our results show that amber can 
preserve the internal structure of 
helminths such as tapeworms on 
geologic time scales,” Wang said.

Some trichomes and a scale 
insect were also preserved in the 
amber specimen, clearly indicating 

iiilif
mill

Researchers have recently discov­
ered an endoparasitic tapeworm 
fossil from mid-Cretaceous Myan­
mar amber that is approximately 
100 million years old.

The discovery was made by 
researchers from the Nanjing Insti­
tute of Geology and Palaeontology 
in Jiangsu province, part of the Chi­
nese Academy of Sciences, in collab­
oration with researchers from 
Yunnan University, Germany, the 
United Kingdom and Myanmar.

This study, published in the jour­
nal Geology, provides evidence not 
only of the first partial body fossil of 
a tapeworm, but also, arguably, the 
most convincing body fossil of a flat­
worm, thus providing new informa­
tion on the early evolution of 
tapeworms.

thereby supporting its industrial 
development. “We have trained 
several batches of graduate stu­
dents and are promoting creative 
and stylish design,” Wang said, 
adding that the China-chic style 
has become a buzzword in the 
fashion industry in recent years. 

Dai Yanmei, who graduated 
from the institute last year, 
designed a series of Chinese-style 
down jackets inspired by the 
famous Chinese painting/! Thou­
sand Li of Rivers and Mountains. 

She extracted the painting’s 
two main colors — cyan and 
green — and used embroidery to 
create waterfalls and mountains 
on the lapels and belts.

Dai said the inspiration for the 
clothing also came from a climb­
ing experience on Lushan Moun­
tain in Jiangxi.

“While I was climbing the 
mountain in April 2022, I 
received a call from my teacher 
asking me to design a Chinese- 
style down jacket. The magnifi­
cent and ever-changing shapes of 
Lushan Mountain reminded me 
of that famous painting.”

Wang Qiuhan said that the 
institute is planning to mass-pro­
duce designs created by students 
for the market.

“This is also the purpose of 
Wuhan Textile University, to 
co-establish a research center in 
Gongqingcheng with the local 
government, cultivating talent in 
fashion design,” Wang said.

He and his team are preparing 
for the 2024 China-France Week, 
which is scheduled to take place 
in Paris this autumn.

“Our objective is to infuse 
additional traditional Chinese 
cultural elements into our crea­
tions, including the exquisite 
blue-and-white porcelain of Jing- 
dezhen in Jiangxi province,” he 
said.

“By showing the wealth of 
ceramic culture and classical pat­
terns to a global audience, we 
aim to breathe new life into 
ancient Chinese civilization 
through contemporary and styl­
ish clothing.”

Last autumn in Paris, the air 
was filled with music as models 
gracefully walked down a run­
way to showcase over 30 China­
chic down jackets. The Parisian 
fashion community was captivat­
ed by the collection.

One of the designers, Wang 
Ran, created a series of down 
jackets that were mainly military 
green and fresh red. Her inspira­
tion came from the history of 
Gongqingcheng city in Jiangxi 
province, where China’s first 
down jacket was made.

The 27-year-old is a student 
designer at the Textile and Gar­
ment Industrial Research Insti­
tute at Wuhan Textile University, 
located in Gongqingcheng. The 
fashion show was the institute’s 
debut on the runway during Chi­
na-France Week in Paris.

“In the early years, a group of 
young people from Shanghai 
came to Gongqingcheng and 
built the city. They toiled through 
the winters in their military 
green coats, and that spirit of 
pioneering inspired me,” she 
said.

“I hope to bring this spirit of 
Gongqingcheng to the interna­
tional stage.”

The fashion showcased at Chi­
na-France Week in Paris was a 
collaborative effort between 
teachers and students from the 
institute.

This year marks the 60th anni­
versary of China-France diplo­
matic ties and has also been 
declared the China-France Year 
of Culture and Tourism.

“Participating in the fashion 
show is a great cultural exchange 
for young Chinese and French 
people, fostering connections 
between the two countries,” said 
Wang Qiuhan, head of the insti­
tute.

Established in 2021, it aims to 
enhance the design standards of 
the down jacket manufacturing 
industry in Gongqingcheng,

Wan Zuocheng, 70, starts his day 
at 4 am.

The first thing he does after 
heading downstairs is fire up over 
a dozen stoves and get his kettle 
going. He boils a large amount of 
water every day to help the fami­
lies of cancer patients with their 
cooking.

Knowing that patients generally 
have a poor appetite after chemo­
therapy, he also prepares many 
pots of porridge.

His wife, 68-year-old Xiong 
Gengxiang, handles rice cooking. 
She cooks more than 10 pots of rice 
a day. At 9 am, the couple wel­
comes their first batch of custom­
ers and keeps serving until the last 
customer leaves around 8 or 9 pm. 

The special kitchen is located in 
Qingshan Lake district in Nan­
chang, East China’s Jiangxi prov­
ince, right next to Jiangxi Cancer 
Hospital. Over the past two dec­
ades, it has become widely known 
as the “anti-cancer kitchen” for 
providing inpatients and their 
families with a convenient place to 
cook meals.

The couple provides the use of 
their stoves and kitchenware to 
the public for a very low price — a 
mere 1 yuan ($15 cents).

The kitchen was originally a 
breakfast stall that Wan and Xiong 
operated. They used to cookyouti- 
ao, or deep-fried dough sticks, 
which were well-known in the 
neighborhood.

One day in 2003, a young couple 
walked by and asked if they could 
use the stove to cook food for their 
son. The boy, then a teenager, was 
suffering from bone cancer. He 
wanted to eat his mother’s cooking 

GUIYANG — Strolling through 
his thriving tea plantation, Chen 
Shijun was delighted to see the 
leaves intact, radiating a vibrant 
green hue.

The daily tea leaf yield of 
Chen’s contracted plantation — 
which covers over 6.67 hectares 
in Changgou village, located in 
Jinsha county, Southwest China’s 
Guizhou province — has exceed­
ed 500 kilograms in recent days. 
With the current yield, he is pro­
jected to earn over 300,000 yuan 
($42,280) this year.

Dubbed the hometown of 
gongcha, or royal tea, in China, 
Jinsha has a rich heritage of tea 
cultivation, boasting 2,000 hec­
tares of tea plantations. In recent 
years, the county has transi­
tioned from traditional tea-pro­
ducing methods to tech-enabled, 
large-scale cultivation and pro­
duction.

Chen is among the area’s tea 
fanners who have benefited from 
this transition. He took over a 
plantation from Guizhou Jinsha 
Gongcha Tea Corp on a contract. 
The company supplied him with 
organic fertilizer, mowers, weed- 
ers and other farming tools and 
materials, and also provided pest 
and disease mitigation services. 

According to Zheng Jikui, dep­
uty general manager of Guizhou 
Jinsha Gongcha Tea, the company 
manages about 5,467 hectares of 
tea plantations and has contract­
ed out segmented plots to local 
formers. At die same time, the 
company has consistently aided 
in honing the fanners’ agricultur­
al skills through its collaboration 
with research institutes.

For instance, the company’s 
partnership with the green pesti­
cide laboratory of Guizhou Uni­
versity has helped promote the 
widespread use of eco-friendly 
prevention and control technolo­
gies among tea farmers.

In addition to tea cultivation, 
die processing of tea leaves has 
also undergone industrialization, 
thanks to technological innova­
tions. At the company’s plant, only 
a handful of workers are visible on 
die ground. The entire green tea 
leaf production process, from 
preservation to rolling and dry­
ing, is carried out by machines 
based on input parameters such 
as temperature, humidity and 
heating degrees.

“The tea leaves we purchase 
from farmers are of varied shapes 
and sizes, and classifying them 
into different grades is the first 
task,” Zheng said.

He explained tiiat the company 
uses sieving technologies to grade 
tea leaves, making the screening 
for top-quality green tea leaves 
more efficient.

Last year, the company saw an 
annual output of 1,500 metric 
tons of processed tea leaves witii 
an output value totaling 85 mil­
lion yuan, and its products were 
exported to five Central Asian 
countries.

Machinery used for tea leaf pro­
cessing here can be locally manu­
factured. To extend and enhance 
the tea industry’s supply chain, 
Jinsha county lias invited compa­
nies specializing in the manufac­
turing of tea leaf processing 
machinery and organic fertilizers 
to set up plants in the county.

The Guizhou Jinsanye Machin­
ery Manufacturing Co produces a 
wide array of equipment, includ­
ing fanning mills, sieving devices 
and machines used to inhibit the 
oxidization of tea leaves. “Our 
company offers tea leaf producers 
a comprehensive set of equip­
ment required for intelligent pro­
duction lines, resulting in an 
output value exceeding 60 million 
yuan last year,” said Hu Zhengjun, 
general manager of the company. 

Currently, Jinsha county is 
home to over 50 tea processing 
enterprises, which generated a 
total tea leaf output value of 1.55 
billion yuan last year. At least 
58,500 households engaged in 
tea cultivation saw their income 
increase by over 10,000 yuan on 
average, according to Wang You- 
ying, an official with the county’s 
bureau of agriculture and rural 
affairs.

Cancer patients' family members cook meals for their hospitalized relatives at the “kitchen of love” in 
Nanchang, Jiangxi province, photos provided to china daily

A model displays designer Wang Ran's China-chic down jacket 
creation in Paris last year, provided to china daily

A Chinese road sign which reads "kitchen of love” in a street near the 
kitchen in Nanchang.
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communal kitchen. “I learned 
about this place from other fami­
lies of patients,” said Fan, who is 
from neighboring Jiujiang city and 
brought his family to Nanchang 
for treatment. “I made eel soup 
here, because there’s no way you 
can buy it anywhere else.”

There are many people like Fan 
who use this facility to prepare 
food for their sick loved ones. The 
“kitchen of love” hosts more than 
10,000 people annually who come 
to cook meals.

In February 2021, Wan and 
Xiong received the Touching Chi­
na Award 2020, which is an annual 
award that recognizes the coun­
try’s most inspiring role models in 
different aspects. Later that year, 
in November, they were also 
named “National Moral Models”.

When asked about their motiva­
tion for doing this, Wan said: “I 
want to help. I am willing to do it, 
and I’ll keep doing it as long as I 
can.”

Despite the increasing expenses 
in rent and utility bills, the couple 
said they will continue to perse­
vere.

“We are not doing it for money. 
We are doing it because it brings 
us a sense of fulfillment,” Xiong 
added.

Couple invites 
hospital visitors to 
prepare meals for 
ailing loved ones 
in special kitchen

tea industry 
in Guizhou

Technology 
bolsters
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To enable more people to cook at 

the same time, Wan and Xiong 
purchased more stoves and kitch­
enware and transformed their lit­
tle stall into a larger kitchen. 

“Everyone who comes here to 
cook has a family member suffer­
ing from cancer,” Wan said. 
“Patients always want to eat meals 
cooked by their family members, 
so it (running the kitchen) is a 
great thing for us.”

To cover basic costs, the couple 
initially charged people only 0.5 
yuan to cook, but they eventually 
increased the price to 1 yuan in 
2016.

Fan, a family member of a can­
cer patient in the hospital, has 
made more than 50 dishes in the 

Cooking convenience
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By REN QI in Moscow 

renqi@chinadaily.com.cn

plained about dire ammunition 
shortages since late December. By 
February, heads of artillery units in 
several regions said they had less than 
10 percent of the supplies they needed 
as Kyiv rushed to economize shells. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov warned on Monday that US, 
British and French military support 
for Ukraine has pushed the world to 
the brink of a direct clash between 
the world’s biggest nuclear powers 
that could end in catastrophe.

I

A new US package of military aid 
to Ukraine will not change the situa­
tion on the front lines, where Russia 
has the upper hand, the Kremlin 
said on Monday.

The United States House of Rep­
resentatives approved on Saturday 
more than $61 billion in new aid for 
Ukraine, which has been held up in 
Congress for months, causing Kyiv’s 
forces to run low on ammunition. 

“The Russian armed forces are 
improving their positions at the 
front. ... The money allocated and 
the weapons that will be supplied 
will not change this dynamic,”

of weapons, saying long-range arms 
and air defense systems were top 
priorities.

“I think this support will really 
strengthen the armed forces of 
Ukraine and we will have a chance 
for victory?’ Zelensky said.

The Pentagon said it could get 
weapons moving to Ukraine within 
days if the Senate and President Joe 
Biden give final approval to die aid 
package. But experts and Ukrainian 
lawmakers said it could take weeks 
for the assistance to reach troops, 
giving Russia more time to degrade 
Ukrainian defenses, The Associated 
Press reported.

Western officials and experts 
agree that artillery rounds, preci­
sion-guided missiles and air defens­
es will change the military outlook 
for Ukraine.

Ukrainian commanders have com­

As we move on to even greener pastures, 

more farmers are reaping the benefits of 

digital technology, Internet-connected 

infrastructure and a future blossoming with 

opportunities for green growth. With the 

digital world at their fingertips, they can 

unleash the power of innovation to welcome 

a more bounteous harvest than ever before.

again if we can deplete our store of 
what we still have, but that will be 
difficult”

Patriots take a long time to make 
— as long as two years, some esti­
mates suggest — so countries are 
reluctant to give them up and leave 
themselves exposed. Germany' had
12, but it is now supplying three to 
Ukraine. Poland, which borders 
Ukraine, has two and needs them 
for its own defenses, AP said.

More than two years into Russia’s 
special military operation, Moscow 
claimed Ukraine has lost territory in 
the eastern part of the country and 
Russia has ramped up its bombard­
ment of cities and towns behind the 
front lines amid a slowdown in 
Western military assistance.

The Russian Defense Ministry 
said on Monday that its forces had 
taken control of the village of Novo- 
mykhailivka, nearly 40 kilometers 
southwest of Donetsk city, the sec­
ond advance it has announced in 
two days.

Meanwhile, European Union 
countries possessing Patriot air 
defense systems gave no clear signal 
on Monday whether they might be 
willing to supply them to Ukraine, 
which is desperately seeking at least 
seven of the missile batteries.

Only Germany has come forward 
with a single Patriot missile battery 
in answer to Ukraine’s latest 
request.

At a meeting of EU foreign and 
defense ministers, Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hanke Bruins Slot said the 
Netherlands is “looking at every 
kind of possibility at the moment” 
and is offering financial support to a 
German initiative to help Ukraine 
bolster its air defenses and buy more 
drones.

Asked why the Netherlands is 
reluctant to send some of its Patriot 
systems, Slot said: ‘We are looking 

Prosecutors portrayed the pay­
ment as a criminal effort to deceive 
voters at a time when Trump was 
facing other accusations of crude 
sexual behavior.

“This was a planned, coordinated, 
long-running conspiracy to influ­
ence the 2016 election, to help 
Donald Trump get elected through 
illegal expenditures to silence peo­
ple who had something bad to say 
about his behavior,” prosecutor 
Matthew Colangelo said. 

“It was election fraud, pure and 
simple.”

Colangelo told the jury that they 
would hear Thump working out the 
details of the scheme in recorded 
conversations and see an extensive 
paper trail to back up the testimony 
of witnesses.

Trump’s lawyer told the jury that 
the former president did not com­
mit any crimes and said Manhattan 
District Attorney Alvin Bragg 
should not have brought the case. 

“There’s nothing wrong with try-

NEWYORK— New York prosecu­
tors said on the first day of Donald 
Thump’s criminal hush money trial 
that the former president broke the 
law and corrupted the 2016 election 
by trying to cover up sexual encoun­
ters with an adult film star and a 
Playboy model, while his defense 
lawyer said he committed no crime. 

Jurors in the historic trial also 
heard briefly from the prosecution’s 
first witness: former National 
Enquirer publisher David Pecker, 
who prosecutors say participated in 
a “catch and kill” scheme to sup­
press unflattering stories about 
Trump and help him get elected.

In the first-ever trial of a former 
US president, Thump is charged 
with falsifying business records to 
cover up a $130,000 payment to 
adult film star Stormy Daniels in 
2016 to keep quiet about a sexual 
encounter she says they had 10 
years earlier. Trump has pleaded 
not guilty and denies the encounter 
took place.

Students attend an open-air school in Khost Province, Afghanistan, on Monday. Nonprofit 
organizations offer free education in rural areas by teaching classes outdoors with portable 
blackboards, wakil kohsar / agence france-presse

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters.

“They will lead to new victims on 
the Ukrainian side. More Ukraini­
ans will die, Ukraine will suffer 
greater losses.”

He said the US defense industry 
will be the real beneficiary of the 
package.

“We also recognize that most of 
this money will remain in the US. 
The US will become richer and will 
receive additional dividends by pro­
viding assistance to Ukraine,” Pes­
kov said.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky urged Washington on Sun­
day to quickly turn the bill into law 
and proceed with the actual transfer 

ing to influence an election. It’s 
called democracy. They put some­
thing sinister on this idea, as if it’s a 
crime,” Trump’s lawyer Todd 
Blanche said.

With the 2024 election campaign 
in full swing, Trump now must jug­
gle courtroom appearances and 
rallies.

He faces a contempt of court hear­
ing on Tuesday as part of his historic 
criminal trial.

The US Supreme Court will hear 
arguments Thursday on whether 
Hump, as a former president, 
should be immune from criminal 
prosecution for acts he committed 
while in office.

Trump has pleaded not guilty to 
34 counts of falsifying business 
records. Prosecutors say he falsified 
checks and invoices to disguise 
$420,000 in payments to his per­
sonal lawyer Michael Cohen as legal 
services.

New military assistance to Ukraine will 
not change front-line situation: Kremlin

1.

“V i

‘Strategic defeat’
Lavrov said the new military' aid to 

Ukraine showed that the US and 
NATO were obsessed with the idea of 
inflicting “strategic defeat” on Russia. 

Lavrov said the support for 
Ukraine was putting the US and its 
allies on the verge of a direct mili­
taryclash with Russia.
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lawmakers championed the law. Hong 
is the first Asian American legislator in 
Wisconsin history.

She said in a statement: “Validating 
the cultural heritage of thousands of 
Asian American students will build 
healthier learning environments 
where students from diverse back­
grounds feel represented and valued, 
ultimately enhancing their education­
al experience and overall academic 

especially in China, the world’s largest 
auto market.

Tesla has confronted competition 
by cutting prices again in recent days, 
knocking $2,000 off several models 
in the US, which has narrowed profit 
margins.

The price cuts came after Tesla 
reported this month that its global 
vehicle deliveries in the first quarter 
fell for the first time in nearly four

Tesla also has cut prices in a number 
of its major markets, including China 
and Germany, as it deals with falling 
sales and an intensifying price war for 
electric vehicles in China.

By RENA LI in Los Angeles 

renali@chinadailyusa.cmn

By JIANG XUEQING in Tokyo 
jiangxueqing@chinadaily.com.cn

more than 40 million visitors annually, 
passenger traffic at the city’s Harry 
Reid International Airport reached a 
record high of 57.6 million people last 
year. An average of more titan 44,000 
vehicles per day crossed the California- 
Nevada state line on Interstate 15 last 
year, according to Las Vegas Conven­
tion and Visitors Authority data.

Electric-powered trains will cut the 
four-hour journey across the Mojave 
Desert to just over two hours, the proj­
ect outline said. Projections anticipate 
accommodating 11 million one-way 
passengers annually, averaging about 
30,000 passengers per day, with feres 
expected to be substantially lower 
than air travel costs.

The project is die country’s inaugu­
ral genuine high-speed passenger rail 
line, boasting speeds of 300 kilome­
ters per hour, akin to Japan’s Shink- 
ansen bullet trains. Analysts predict 
it could serve as a model for similar 
projects across the United States. Yet, 
as the country’s primary high-speed 
rail system, it lias sparked further 
discussion on a potential high-speed 
rail competition between the US and 
China.

$144.68, up $2.63.
Despite the earnings miss, analysts 

said the stock went up in large part 
because Tesla said it plans to add to 
its lineup and market a cheaper EV as 
early as next year, while also investing 
in robotaxis.

The company’s earnings call was 
CEO Elon Musk’s first formal audi­
ence with investors since initiating 
a restructuring that is expected to 
reduce the company’s global work­
force by more than 10 percent

The Texas-based automaker has 
seen its vehicle sales felling as demand 
for EVs is cooling, and it feces stiffer 
competition from other EV makers,

other countries, including the Unit­
ed States, Australia, France, Canada 
and Germany.

Those who migrated to the US 
arrived in the Upper Midwest as politi­
cal refugees. The last Hmong refugee 
families arrived in 2004 to 2006.

There were approximately 49,240 
Hmong people living in Wisconsin 
as of 2010. There are an estimated 
260,000 Hmong Americans nation­
wide, according to the Hmong Ameri­
can Center.

Teaching Asian history in US 
schools entered the spotlight last 
year after Republican Florida Gover­
nor Ron DeSantis mandated it be 
taught in K-12.

It isn’t known exactly what will 
be taught in Wisconsin, but stu­
dents will likely learn that Asian 
history is vast.

That could include the impor­
tance of how more than 12,000 
Chinese immigrants helped build 
the Transcontinental Railroad from
1865 to 1869, and how Japanese 
immigrants worked on sugar plan­
tations in Hawaii.

Or it could include how the Viet­
nam War led Vietnamese and others 
to resettle and immigrate to the US 
after the 1975 Indochina Migration 
and Refugee Assistance Act and also 
those who arrived after the Refugee 
Act of 1980.

"Rains on China’s high-speed pas­
senger railways operate at speeds 
ranging from 250 to 350 kph. The 
network spans 45,000 km of rail, 
with plans to expand to 50,000 km 
by 2025.

In contrast, the US has just 375 
route-miles (600 km) of track 
approved for operation at speeds 
exceeding 161 kph.

William C. Vantuono, editor-in- 
chief of railroad industry publication 
Railway Age, told CNN that many 
people in the US have no concept of 
high-speed rail and its value.

“They are hopelessly stuck with a 
highway and airline mindset,” he said. 

Rail travel expert Mark Smith told 
CNN that China has established a 
high-speed rail networkat an unprec­
edented scale, often surpassing the 
speed and reliability of domestic 
flights.

The sheer magnitude of the new 
stations and the system’s remark­
able efficiency in transporting large 
crowds while ensuring reserved seat­
ing is “truly impressive” he said.

Tesla reported its lowest first-quar­
ter profit since 2021, as it feces stiffer 
competition especially from Chinese 
electric vehicle makers and slower 
worldwide sales.

The company’s net income of $1.1 
billion for the January-to-March peri­
od was 55 percent lower from the prior 
year. Revenue fell 9 percent to $21.3 
billion, reflecting a decline in both 
vehicle prices and deliveries.

Before the earnings report, 
Tesla shares had fallen 42 percent 
in 2024, but closed Tuesday at

“By including information about 
Hmong Americans and Asian Ameri­
cans in instructional curriculum, we 
can provide all Wisconsin students 
with a well-rounded education that 
reflects the realities of our multicul­
tural state and nation.”

Xiong added: “This initiative under­
scores that Hmong and Asian history 
are integral components of American 
history, showcasing the sacrifices and 
achievements of these communities.” 

The Hmong migrated from south­
ern China in the 19th century7 to the 
mountainous areas of Laos, Vietnam 
and Thailand.

During the Vietnam War and the 
Laotian War, the US considered the 
Hmong allies. In 1975, the political 
takeover of Vietnam and Laos led 
to thousands from the community 
being killed or imprisoned in those 
two countries.

By the mid-1970s, many Hmong 
were moved to Thailand as refu­
gees and then sought asylum in 

Japanese scholars and former 
officials are calling for effective 
communication between security 
experts from Japan and China and 
close exchanges between the gov­
ernments of the two countries to 
enhance mutual trust, resolve 
issues through dialogue, and pre­
vent unforeseen circumstances.

The Japan Maritime Self-De­
fense Force, or JMSDF, recently 
said it will dispatch a special secu­
rity unit to the so-called “Indo-Pa- 
cific” region in May or later to help 
the coast guards of those countries 
enhance their inspections of sus­
picious ships. Details regarding 
the destination of the unit and 
duration of the mission have not 
been disclosed.

This will mark the first time a 
special unit of SDF provides sup­
port for foreign agencies.

Ryo Sakai, chief of staff of the 
JMSDF, emphasized that “while 
the special security unit possess­
es a wide range of capabilities, it 
will provide basic capacity-build­
ing support in the coming mis­
sion so the dispatch will not cause 
any concerns or doubts among 
other countries” said Kazuyuki 
Hamada, an international politi­
cal economy scholar.

“However, the current situation 
lacks sufficient explanation. Sakai 
also explained that there are no 
military objectives targeting spe­
cific countries, but it is undeniable 
that this deployment is part of 
defense cooperation with the 
United States,” Hamada said.

He noted that the Japanese peo­
ple bear the burden of history in 
which they once engaged in armed 
conflicts with neighboring coun­
tries in Asia, resulting in signifi­
cant damage.
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Wes Edens, founder and chairman 
of Brightline Holdings, hailed the 
occasion as “the foundation for a new7 
industry” and said the project can con­
nect US cities that are too close for air 
travel to be practical and too far for 
convenient driving.

Brightline Holdings CEO Mike 
Reininger outlined the goal of hating 
the trains running in time for the Sum­
mer Olympics in Los Angeles in 2028. 

The company secured $6.5 billion 
in support from President Joe Biden’s 
administration, comprising a $3 bil­
lion grant from federal infrastruc­
ture funds and clearance to issue an 
additional $2.5 billion in tax-exempt 
bonds. It also obtained federal autho­
rization in 2020 to sell $1 billion in 
similar bonds.

Las Vegas is a favored driving des­
tination for Southern Californians. 
Authorities anticipate that the train 
line will alleviate congestion on Inter­
state 15, where drivers frequently find 
themselves stuck in long stretches of 
slow-moving traffic returning from a 
Las Vegas weekend.

With the Las Vegas area nearing a 
population of 3 million and attracting 
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A child walks past the 
Al Taqwa Mosque on 
Monday after it was 
hit during an Israeli 
airstrike on the Al Bureij 
refugee camp located in 
the Gaza Strip. 
ASHRAF AMRA / GETTY IMAGES

Construction lias commenced on a 
$12 billion high-speed passenger rail 
line connecting Las Vegas and the 
Los Angeles area, aiming to cut travel 
time between the two cities by half. 

Brightline West, affiliated with a 
company already running a swift train 
service in Florida between Miami and 
Orlando, plans to lay 351 kilometers 
of new track

The track will span from a terminal 
located just south of the Las Vegas 
Strip to a new facility in Rancho 
Cucamonga, California. Most of the 
route wall be constructed along the 
median of Interstate 15, with a sta­
tion stop planned for San Bernardino 
County’s Victorville area.

US Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg, who was in Las Vegas for 
the event, said the project aims to cre­
ate thousands of union jobs, enhance 
economic opportunities, alleviate road 
congestion and reduce air pollution. 

“People have been dreaming of high­
speed rail in America for decades,” he 
said.

The Wall Street Journal reported 
Monday that Tesla is engaged in a 
price war in China with hybrid special­
ist Li Auto, undercutting each other 
as sales of electric and hybrid vehicles 
surpassed those of traditional cars for 
the first time.

The price cuts by both companies 
came as new data showed that, for the 
first time, China sold more electric and 
hybrid cars than internal-combustion 
vehicles. Retail sales of new energy 
cars, which include EVs and plug-in 
hybrids, made up 50.4 percent of all 
passenger-vehicle sales in the first two 
weeks of April, according to the China 
Rissenger Car Association.

Tesla Model 3 vehicles are seen for sale at a Tesla facility in Fremont, 
California, on May 23. carlos barria / Reuters

Problematic aspects
“Considering lessons from the 

past, Japan should calmly analyze 
the problematic aspects of the 
United States’ expansionist eco­
nomic and military policies and 
aim to pioneer initiatives based on 
the concept of a community with a 
shared future for mankind,” 
Hamada added.

Ukeru Magosaki, a former sen­
ior official with Japan’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, said Japan is cur­
rently carrying out joint military 
actions with the US and countries 
allied with the US.

These are beyond Japan’s bor­
ders and those of its neighbors, he

Wisconsin has become the latest 
state to require that Asian American 
history and Hmong history be taught 
in schools to highlight the communi­
ties’ vast contributions to the United 
States.

Democratic Governor Tony Evers 
signed AB 232 into law7 as 2023 Wis­
consin Act 266 on April 4. The bill 
requires that K-12 in public schools 
teach both Asian American and 
Hmong history.

Asians make up 3 percent of Wis­
consin’s population. The state is home 
to the third-largest Hmong population 
in the US and the largest Asian ethnic 
group in the state at 29 percent.

Evers said in a statement: “The 
Hmong and Asian American commu­
nities are a critical part of our state’s 
history, culture, economy, and our 
future. It’s important that we celebrate 
our shared histories and honor the 
people who help make Wisconsin the 
state it is todayf’

Yee Leng Xiong, executive direc­
tor of the Hmong American Center 
Inc, a multifaceted community agency 
and one of the largest Hmong mutual 
assistance associations in Wisconsin 
welcomed the new law;

Xiong told China Daily: “Mandat­
ing the teaching of Hmong and Asian 
American histoiy in K-12 is a pivotal

raises concerns

Therefore, 
political-level 
c ommunic ation 
channels and close 
exchanges between 
governments are 
indispensable.” 
Kazuyuki Hamada, 
an international political 
economy scholar 
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step in educating future generations 
about the substantial contributions of 
these communities.

“By integrating this curriculum, 
AAPI students will develop a pro­
found sense of belonging, pride and 
understanding, fostering inclusivity 
and dispelling misconceptions.”

Several other states now require that 
Asian history be taught in schools. In 
2021, Illinois became the first state to 
mandate Asian histoiy be taught in 
kindergarten to 12th grade.

A year later, New Jersey, Connecti­
cut and Rhode Island followed. Cali­
fornia passed a law in 2021 that made 
ethnic studies a high school gradua­
tion requirement.

Wayne Au, interim dean and profes­
sor at the University of Washington 
Bothell School of Educational Studies, 
told China Daily that it is “important 
that several states like Illinois and New 
Jersey are mandating Asian American 
history’:

Wisconsin already requires that 
K-12 teaches black American, His­
panic American and Native American 
histoiy.

Evers believes that by adding 
Hmong and Asian American history 
to the curriculum it will “promote 
greater awareness and understanding 
among Wisconsin students of the his­
tories, cultures, and traditions of these 
diverse communities in Wisconsin”

Wisconsin state Representative 
Francesca Hong and several other
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said, adding that they are taking 
place in the context of the US 
positioning China as its greatest 
competitor and seeking to coop­
erate with countries surrounding 
China to establish a cooperative 
framework.

“There used to be a cautious era 
in the Japanese government 
regarding such moves, but now7 it 
seems that there is hardly any 
framework for such restrictions,” 
Magosaki said.

He added: “In regard to Japan’s 
relationship with China, I believe 
it is necessary to examine each 
specific issue that may arise, con­
sider w'hat agreements exist, and 
assess the potential for resolution 
through dialogue. Many of these 
issues are either already resolved 
or have a high potential for reso­
lution through non-military 
means.”

It is important to explain to the 
public and ensure they under­
stand that there is no need to 
resort to military means, Magos­
aki said.

On Monday, more than 180 navy 
representatives from 29 countries 
gathered for the 19th biennial 
meeting of the Western Pacific 
Naval Symposium, which opened 
in Qingdao, a port city in East Chi­
na’s Shandong province.

Risk avoidance measures for 
accidental conflicts w'ere dis­
cussed at the meeting, Hamada 
said. He said he hopes such oppor­
tunities wall contribute to enhanc­
ing mutual trust.

“With effective communication 
between security experts from 
Japan and China, it should be 
entirely possible to prevent 
unforeseen circumstances,” 
Hamada said.

“Therefore, political-level com­
munication channels and close 
exchanges between governments 
are indispensable.”
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Bank of China said in a state­
ment.

intelligence company. Offering 
more attractive value at reasonable 
prices is becoming more important 
for enterprises in the industry, 
according to the report. However, 
more reasonable consumption 
does not mean settling for quality 
compromises, it added.
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umes. With the depreciation of the 
Japanese yen, it is forecast that 
Japan as a tourist destination will 
become even more popular, Vari­
Flight said.

As of April 16, the number of pas­
senger flights connecting China and

By LIU YIFAN in Macao 
evanliu@chinadailyhk.com

on Tuesday shows that A shares 
could rise 19 percent if they could 
narrow the gaps with international 
averages along the dimensions of 
corporate governance standards, 
long-term investor ownership and 
shareholder returns, including divi­
dends and buybacks.

In a more aggressive scenario 
where the Chinese equity market 
can match global leaders on those 
dimensions, there is as much as 
nearly 40 percent valuation upside 
potential for A shares, which the 
report referred to as a “blue-sky” 
scenario.

“What we’re trying to say here is 
that even without the fundamen­
tal macro growth situation getting 
a lot better, but by just doing the 
right policy, there’s still a lot of val­
ue to be unlocked from the stock 
market,” Lau said.

With the nine measures to be 
gradually implemented, the 
investment theme of sharehold­
er returns — which refers to 
investing in A-share companies 
with strong dividend payouts 
and share buybacks — would 
particularly present investment 
opportunities, Lau said.

Another leading global invest­
ment bank UBS has upgraded the 
MSCI China Index to overweight 
thanks to early signs of pickup in 
consumption.

However, Lau cautioned against 
the risk of potential worsening 
US-China trade frictions. “As we 
get into the (US) election events, 
we think there could be more noise 
and more policy risks from the US 
specifically targeting China, so 
that could be a key avenue for vola­
tility for the Chinese assets.”

Amid pressures on global equi­
ties due to worries about geopoliti­
cal tensions and the potential of 
the US Federal Reserve delaying 
rate cuts, China’s key A-share mar­
ket index hovered around 3,000 
points this month, shedding 0.74 
percent to close at 3021.98 points 
on Tuesday.

“The reality is that the political 
environment is one where there 
will be some pushback against Chi­
nese imports,” said Timothy Moe, 
Goldman Sachs’ chief Asia-Pacific 
regional equity strategist and 
co-head of macro research in Asia. 

This has made it important for 
China to stimulate domestic con­
sumption to achieve stable eco­
nomic growth, Moe said.

Nevertheless, it is unfair to 
blame the Chinese government’s 
support as the sole reason 
behind the current disputes sur­
rounding overcapacity and the 
world needs to understand the 
causes of the issue better, he 
added.

Like Li, countless other residents 
in Donghai have seen sales surge 
via livestreaming e-commerce. 
Sales from online e-commerce plat­
forms in the county surpassed 28 
billion yuan ($3.9 billion) in 2021, 
representing China’s achievements 
in internet construction and the 
fast-developing online retail sector. 

According to a report from mar­
ket consultancy iResearch, the mar­
ket scale of China’s e-commerce 
segment based on livestreaming 
reached 4.9 trillion yuan in 2023, up 
35.2 percent year-on-year.

The development of Taobao villa­
ges, which refer to a cluster of retail­
ers within an administrative village 
where residents have embraced 
e-commerce primarily by using Ali­
baba’s 'Iaobao online marketplace, 
has helped lift many Chinese rural 
areas out of poverty by promoting 
agricultural products and other 
local specialties online.

Mo Daiqing, a senior analyst at 
the Internet Economy Institute, a 
domestic consultancy, emphasized 
the importance of the online retail 
segment in boosting consumption, 
expanding employment and 
improving people’s livelihoods, 
thus helping enhance resilience of 
the real economy.

E-commerce had been regarded 
as a supplement to brick-and-mor- 
tar business until a promotional 
event called Singles Day shopping 
carnival turbocharged its stellar 
rise. Initiated by Alibaba in 2009, 
the Double 11 or 11-11 promotional 
gala each November has morphed 
into the world’s biggest online 
shopping event.

Both Alibaba and JD have placed 
greater emphasis on empowering
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May Day holiday this year has 
been strong, and there are insuf­
ficient flight tickets on some 
routes. We suggest that passen­
gers wishing to travel purchase 
their flight tickets as soon as pos­
sible,” said Xiao Peng, a research­
er with the big data research 
institute of Qunar.

The travel peak is expected to 
commence as early as Saturday, as 
some workers may take three days 
off, from April 28 to 30, to extend 
that into an eight-day-long holiday 
period.

Bookings of packaged tourism 
products such as group tours, self­
driving tours and cruise voyages 
have been climbing, said TUniu, a 
Nanjing, Jiangsu province-based 
online travel agency.

Shanghai; Beijing; Sanya, Hain­
an province; Nanjing, Jiangsu 
province; and Guangzhou, Guang­
dong province are among the popu­
lar tourist destinations.

Analysts see 19-40% upside potential 
in bull case and ‘blue-sky’ scenarios

PBOC adds liquidity 
via reverse repos 
China’s central bank conducted 2 
billion yuan ($281.5 million) in 
seven-day reverse repos at an 
interest rate of 1.8 percent on 
Tuesday. The move aims to keep 
liquidity reasonable and ample in 
the banking system, the People’s

Retail sector seen
more value centric
Pursuing enhanced value has 
become a new trend in China’s 
retail sector, according to a report 
bj' NIQ, an international consumer

brands and small and medium­
sized merchants by helping the lat­
ter achieve digitalized operations, 
as well as providing cost-effective 
products to capture price-sensitive 
consumers.

“The Singles Day online shop­
ping extravaganza is pivotal to 
stimulating consumers’ purchas­
ing appetites and promoting the 
recovery of consumption,” said 
Wang Yun, a researcher at the 
Academy of Macroeconomic 

affiliated with the 
Development

Other cities with a unique cultur­
al charm, trendy style, seaside scen­
ery and distinctive cuisine have 
also attracted bookings from many 
young travelers, TUniu said.

“Japan, the Maldives, Thai­
land, Singapore, Indonesia and 
New Zealand have witnessed 
robust bookings. Some Europe­
an countries such as Spain, Por­
tugal, Germany, France and 
Switzerland are also hot picks by 
Chinese travelers,” said Qi Chun- 
guang, vice-president of Tuniu. 

The search volumes for flight 
tickets have also increased signifi­
cantly.

For instance, on April 16, the 
search volume surged 130 percent 
over the level of April 15, according 
to VariFlight, an aviation data and 
solution services provider.

Tokyo, Osaka, Seoul, and Singa­
pore are hot outbound tour desti­
nations as far as flight searches go. 

Japan saw the highest search vol-

China and Portuguese-speaking 
countries and regions will explore 
more growth opportunities in fields 
like the green economy and digital 
transformation of industries and 
organizations through enhanced 
cooperation, China’s commerce offi­
cials said on Tuesday.

They made the remarks at the 
Conference of Entrepreneurs, a sup­
porting event of the sixth Ministeri­
al Conference of the Forum for 
Economic and Trade Cooperation 
between China and Portuguese­
speaking Countries (Macao).

Angola, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Guin­
ea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, 
Mozambique, Portugal, Sao Tome 
and Principe, and Timor-Leste 
joined the forum.

With a population of more than 
200 million and spanning four con­
tinents, Portuguese-speaking coun­
tries have been presenting a bright 
future for cooperation.

According to official figures, total 
trade between China and Portu­
guese-speaking countries exceeded 
$220 billion last year, marking a 
twentyfold growth since 2003.

Delivering her opening speech, 
China’s Vice-Minister of Commerce 
Guo Tingting said the country is 
willing to cooperate with Portu­
guese-speaking countries to embark 
on the path of high-quality develop­
ment with emphasis on ecological 
and green development, contribut­
ing to the clean energy sector and 
working toward building a sustain­
able future.

Guo said China is committed to 
promoting exchanges in areas like 
marine renewable energy, marine 
resource conservation and sustaina­
ble utilization.

Describing digitalization as a cru­
cial force in restructuring global 
resources and reshaping the global 
economic landscape, Guo said the 
country is also willing to strengthen 
collaboration with Portuguese­
speaking countries in e-commerce 
and jointly promote the digital devel­
opment of trade and investment.

Guo said China will actively sup­
port the participation of enterprises 
from Portuguese-speaking coun­
tries in major exhibitions and pro­
mote important economic and 
trade promotion activities.

Efforts will be made to continuous­
ly enhance die scale and quality of 
trade, strengthen industrial connec­
tivity and promote the building of eco­
nomic and trade cooperation zones.

Themed “Promoting the New 
Trends of Digital Transformation 
and Sharing the New Opportunities 
Presented by Green Development” 
the Conference of Entrepreneurs 
also featured on-site arrangements, 
including two themed seminars and 
business matchmaking sessions. 
Representatives from China and all 
nine countries where Portuguese is 
an official language attended the 
conference.

Zhang Shaogang, vice-chairman of 
the China Council for the Promotion 
of International Trade, said digital 
transformation and the green econo­
my will be key areas of economic and 
trade cooperation between China 
and Portuguese-speaking countries 
in the next phase.

He said China is willing to share 
its experience in the development 
of the digital economy with Portu­
guese-speaking countries and pro­
mote the deep integration of 
digital technologies like big data 
and artificial intelligence with the 
real economy.

The country will also strengthen 
the exchange of technology and 
experience to grow the green econo­
my, which involves electric vehicles 
and renewable energy.

Zhang said that businesses from 
Portuguese-speaking countries 
should seize the emerging opportu­
nities brought by the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area and the Guangdong-Macao 
In-depth Cooperation Zone.

Lei Wai-nong, Macao Special 
Administrative Region’s secretary 
for economy and finance, said the 
SAR’s economic diversification plan 
will benefit companies from the 
country and Portuguese-speaking 
countries.

China’s tourism sector is seeing 
another booking frenzy ahead of 
the five-day May Day holiday, with 
long-haul domestic trips and out­
bound tours being particularly 
sought by visitors, industry players 
said.

The number of flyers is expected 
to reach a new high during the holi­
day period from May 1 to May 5.

Economy-class flight tickets on 
several popular routes are sold out 
and only business-class tickets are 
still available, said Beijing-based 
travel agency Qunar.

The average price of a domestic 
flight ticket during the holiday was 
990 yuan ($136.6), slightly higher 
than the rates recorded in the same 
period last year and about 60 per­
cent more than the offseason price 
in March, according to Qunar. 

“Demand for travel during the 

> 7l|

■ aSF

lii

Goldman Sachs, a global invest­
ment banking, securities and 
investment management firm, 
sees double-digit growth potential 
in valuations of China’s A shares, 
given the country’s recently 
released nine measures to pro­
mote the high-quality develop­
ment of the capital market 

Without indicating 
timeframe, Goldman Sachs 
analysts on Tuesday projected 
certain upbeat scenarios for the 
A-share market. Citing the poli­
cy-driven upside potential as 
well as other positives like sta­
bilizing economic growth and 
attractive current valuations, 
the investment bank said it 
remains overweight on A 
shares.

Kinger Lau, chief China equity 
strategist at Goldman Sachs, 
said, “We sense that internation­
al investor sentiment, risk appe­
tite and interest are improving 
regarding Chinese equity mar­
kets.”

This trend is partly attributable 
to China’s better-than-expected 
economic performance in the first 
quarter, Lau said, which lias led 
Goldman Sachs to raise its 2024 
full-year growth forecast for China 
from 4.7 percent to 5 percent.

Goldman Sachs’ overweight 
view on the A-share market is 
related to the “National Team” 
buying Chinese equities, solid 
fourth-quarter earnings results, a 
valuation level remaining close to 
cycle troughs and light positioning 
from investors globally, Lau said. 

The guideline released by the 
State Council, China’s Cabinet, on 
April 12 outlined nine new meas­
ures to boost the high-quality 
development of the capital market, 
and has added another layer of 
hope, he said.

The guideline was the third 
such document issued by the 
State Council on the country’s 
capital market in the past two 
decades, demanding strength­
ened oversight over listed com­
panies, including on cash 
dividends, strict regulation of 
entry into the capital market and 
intensified delisting regulations. 

At a State Council study ses­
sion on Monday that focused on 
further reforms of the capital 
market for its steady and healthy 
development, Premier Li Qiang 
stressed that it is necessary to 
take the implementation of the 
guideline as an opportunity to 
boost the reform and develop­
ment of the capital market.

A Goldman Sachs report released

ByFANFEIFEI
ftinjeifei@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s burgeoning e-commerce 
sector has played a vital role in bol­
stering the recovery of consump­
tion, improving people’s 
livelihoods and shoring up the 
economy as an increasing number 
of shoppers opt for high-quality 
and diversified products via online 
marketplaces, experts said.

Their comments came as this 
year marks the 30th anniversary of 
China’s full access to the internet, 
which has profoundly transformed 
traditional economic models, 
accelerated social development, 
and revolutionized the way people 
work and live.

E-commerce was a term largely 
unheard of two decades ago. But 
today it is one of the pillars of the 
Chinese economy, industry insid­
ers said, while highlighting that 
online shopping is injecting new 
impetus into China’s consumption, 
which serves as the main driving 
force boosting economic growth.

Major domestic e-commerce 
platforms such as Alibaba Group 
Holding Ltd, JD and PDD Holdings 
that connect countless business 
owners with hundreds of millions 
of customers looking for cost-effec­
tive deals have already changed the 
traditional retail landscape of the 
world’s second-largest economy.

Li Zhongliang, a villager from 
Donghai county in Lianyungang, 
Jiangsu province, sold crystal 
products worth thousands of dol­
lars to consumers in the United 
Kingdom during a four-hour lives­
treaming session on an online 
shopping platform.

Research
National
Reform Commission.

Wang said online shopping sym­
bolizes new retail, and has been 
playing a significant part in reduc­
ing transaction links and informa­
tion asymmetry, enhancing 
transaction efficiency of commodi­
ties, improving the consumer 
shopping experience and fostering 
high-quality economic growth.

China’s retail sales, a major indi­
cator of the country’s consumption 
strength, climbed 4.7 percent year- 
on-year in the first quarter, said the 
National Bureau of Statistics.

Online retail sales jumped 12.4 
percent year-on-year to 3.3 trillion 
yuan during the January-March 
period, with online retail sales of 
physical goods expanding 11.6 per­
cent and accounting for 23.3 per­
cent of the total retail sales.

To meet consumers’ growing 
demand for a wide range of prod­
ucts and nurture new consumption 
growth points, e-commerce plat­
forms have also accelerated steps to 
launch new and customized prod­
ucts by leveraging next-generation 
information technologies like 5G, 
artificial intelligence and big data.

Portuguese 
business ties

Japan had recovered to more than 70 
percent of the level seen during the 
pre-COVID period of 2019.

The number of flights connecting 
China and Singapore has 
approached close to the 2019 level, 
VariFlight found.
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Digital field 
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An exhibitor promotes sales of Pu’er tea via livestreaming during an expo in Kunming, Yunnan prov­
ince last week. UN BIFENG/XINHUA

W .-i» -

Passengers seen at the international airport of Wuhan, Hubei prov­
ince. WU ZHIZUN / XINHUA

■



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/26/2024 6:40:45 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBAL EDITION Wednesday, April 24,2024 | 9

BUSINESS

High-speed
network opensu j

in N. China
7

A/
Z* 'UM

aS

-

( Iffy

k♦

li Ir
A visitor takes photos of LEGO brick artwork during the sixth China International Import Expo in November, zhang hengwei / china news service

LEGO expanding experience-centered stores in nation

Liaoning gains more attention from foreign investors
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Innovation highlighted for petrochemicals sector
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By UU YUKUN in Beijing 

and WU YONG in Shenyang

By YANG CHENG in Tianjin 

yangcheng@chinadaily.cmn.cn

Accelerating energy transforma­
tion and innovation is crucial for 
achieving high-quality development 
in China’s petroleum and chemicals 
industry, and refiners should 
embrace breakthrough initiatives to 
better navigate the transition, said 
industry insiders.

“The petrochemical industry 
must step up supply-side structural 
reforms while focusing on the large 
domestic market to better prepare 
itself against external uncertain­
ties,” said Li Shousheng, chairman 
of the China Petroleum and Chemi­
cal Industry Association.

The petroleum and chemical 
industry, both major consumers of 
energy and significant emitters of 

launches and reservations for 
themed activities, said Huang.

In 2023, the toy market in China 
saw retail sales up slightly com­
pared to the previous year, with the 
offline toy market showing a signifi­
cant recovery.

Department stores and shopping 
centers showed a significant growth 
trend. Total retail sales of toys — 
excluding trendy and collectible 
varieties — reached 90.69 billion 
yuan ($12.52 billion), up 2.7 percent, 
said the China Toy & Juvenile Prod­
ucts Association.

Despite a challenging year for the 
global toy industry, LEGO Group 
posted a 2 percent growth in reve­
nue and a 4 percent increase in con­
sumer product sales in fiscal year 
2023 compared with a year earlier, 
with plans to add 40 new stores in 
China for long-term growth in the 
market.

CEO Niels B. Christiansen 
believes there is significant long­
term potential for LEGO in China. 
“We are on the growth journey in 
China and are hoping and expecting 
to get back to growth,” he said.

investment and development in the 
agricultural sector.

“Meanwhile, we have formulated 
a series of investment attraction pol­
icies and established a platform for 
enterprise innovation and techno­
logical empowerment, leveraging 
high-quality resources from institu­
tions such as Shenyang Agricultural 
University to foster high-quality 
development,” Wu said.

Alin said: “CJ will further inte­
grate our own advantages with Lia­
oning’s geographical advantages to 
contribute to the province’s high- 
quality development and realize the 
high-quality development of our 
company. At the same time, we will 
actively encourage South Korean 
entrepreneurs to pay attention to 
Liaoning and invest in Liaoning, 
seizing opportunities for new 
growth points.”

By WANG ZHUOQIONG
wangxhuoqiong@chinadaily.cmn.cn

Amid surging enthusiasm for out- 
of-home novel and leisure activities, 
LEGO, a global leader in toy manu­
facturing, is strategically expanding 
its presence by introducing more 
experience-centered stores in China 
to captivate more new consumers 
and forge deeper connections.

On Saturday, the Danish firm 
unveiled in Joy City shopping center 
in Xidan, Beijing, its third beacon 
store in the country, following earli­
er openings in Changsha, Hunan 
province and Xi’an, Shaanxi prov­
ince, last year.

The store is designed to offer an 
immersive and culturally resonant 
playspace and amusement destina­
tion to build connections with visitors 
from the minute they step into the 
elevator. The lift and surrounding 
product display spaces in the store 
are adorned with ancient palace- 
themed decor, creating an inviting 
vibe for the immersive world of play. 

The new store’s decor and vibe 
are fashioned after the corners of

high-end, differentiated and green 
chemistry domains, as well as in 
empowering areas such as intelli­
gent systems, big data and frontier 
technologies, including investments 
in overseas markets participating in 
the Belt and Road Initiative, poses a 
significant challenge to the petro­
chemical industry’s precision 
investment capabilities, said Li.

Fu Xiangsheng, vice-president of 
the China Petroleum and Chemical 
Industry Association, said a signifi­
cant number of investments has 
been geared toward expanding scale 
and increasing output in the past 
few years, with a limited proportion 
of these allocated to structural opti­
mization and high-end advance­
ments.

The disproportionate focus on 
sheer scale has led to overcapacity, 
and reevaluation of strategies is 
needed to achieve a more balanced 
and sustainable industry landscape, 
he said.

V

tion modes, said Lin Boqiang, head 
of the China Institute for Studies in 
Energy Policy at Xiamen University. 

China’s pursuit of carbon neutral­
ity will bring numerous opportuni­
ties to refiners that are willing and 
prepared to evolve, Lin said.

While the carbon peak and neu­
trality goals might bring many refin­
ers difficulties, it is believed several 
of those who succeed in seizing 
opportunities will thrive amid the 
challenges, he said.

According to the China Petroleum 
and Chemical Industry Association, 
focused investment also serves as a 
crucial growth factor for both indi­
vidual enterprises and entire indus­
tries looking toward the future.

In 2022, the industry witnessed a 
remarkable increase in investment 
capacity, with total investment 
reaching 2.6 trillion yuan, a 14.8 per­
cent growth compared to 2.3 trillion 
yuan in 2021.

Allocating capital effectively in 

Northeast China’s Liaoning prov­
ince is on a fast track to solidifying 
its status as an investment hub by 
drawing growing attention from a 
number of foreign investors bullish 
on its market potential.

Through implementing a series of 
policies conducive to foreign invest­
ment and bringing forth more 
opportunities for foreign compa­
nies, the province has become home 
to the commercial presence of 
industry leaders such as South 
Korea’s SK Group, France’s Michelin 
and BMW Brilliance Automotive — 
a joint venture between Germany’s 
BMW Group and Brilliance China 
Automotive Holdings Ltd.

By the end of 2023, Liaoning had 
accumulated a total of $245.5 billion 
in foreign investment. The prov­
ince’s goods have been exported to 
over 200 countries and regions

to tap into the market’s vast poten­
tial. The company has built more 
than 40 percent of its retail stores in 
cities smaller than third-tier ones.

While the brand enjoys strong 
recognition in first-tier and coastal 
cities in China, the company has 
also become increasingly popular 
among families and children in 
smaller urban areas.

“Still, more than 100 cities are 
untapped for LEGO, prompting 
more concerted efforts to bring 
LEGO play closer to home for more 
children,” Huang said.

He added the company has confi­
dence in the Chinese market, 
buoyed by its sizable young popula­
tion and middle-income families.

Its confidence is further bolstered 
by its continuous investment in dig­
ital hubs, expansion of production 
capacities in Jiaxing, Zhejiang prov­
ince, and the upcoming opening of 
Legoland Shanghai.

As for digital options, the compa­
ny has invested in a digital hub and 
a membership system that provides 
services and benefits to LEGO play­
ers, including the latest product

|\

1

innovation during the 14th Five- 
Year Plan period (2021-25), he 
said.

These include the drilling of a 
super-deep borehole in Northwest 
China’s Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region that has reached 
10,000 meters, a breakthrough in 
the country’s deep-earth explora­
tion, as well as China’s independent­
ly designed and built deep-water 
submarine jacket platform, the larg­
est of its kind in Asia.

However, considerable gaps still 
need to be filled, Li added. 

“In key areas of the national eco­
nomic strategy, for example, such as 
high-end specialty chemicals, new 
environmental protection technolo­
gies, and life pharmaceutical tech­
nologies, there remains a significant 
disparity compared to advanced 

A Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei com­
putability network, powered by 
China’s high-speed Tianhe Super­
computer, was launched in Tianjin 
on Tuesday.

Initial investment in the net­
work is set to reach 500 million 
yuan ($69 million) this year, with 
expectations for it to surge to 1 bil­
lion yuan next year, as announced 
at the 2024 Tianhe SuperComput­
ability Ecology Conference by the 
National Supercomputer Center 
in Tianjin.

Meng Xiangfei, Party secretary 
of the center, said, “The network, 
funded by various organizations 
and companies, aims to enhance 
the region’s presence in the coun­
try’s computability network and 
facilitate multilevel coordination 
among regional governments and 
companies.”

During the conference, a part­
nership signing ceremony took 
place among participating organi­
zations and companies.

“Leveraging the power of the 
Tianhe Supercomputer, this initia­
tive is poised to elevate computing 
capabilities in the region and 
extend its impact to other areas,” 
Meng said.

The National Supercomputer 
Center in Tianjin is renowned for 
developing and deploying China’s 
top-ranking supercomputers, 
including the world-renowned 
Tianhe-1 and the Tianhe new gen­
eration.

The center has revealed ambi­
tious targets to achieve comput­
ing capabilities ranging from 
200 quintillion to 300 quintil­
lion petaflops, resulting in a 
supercomputing capacity 
exceeding 100 quintillion calcu­
lations per second, an intelligent 
computing capacity surpassing 
100 quintillion calculations per 
second, and a data management 
capacity of 100 quintillion bytes 
per second.

The center signifies China’s 
commitment to self-reliance and 
advancement in supercomputing 
technology, and is currently the

Visitors gather at the booth of the National Supercomputer
Center in Tianjin in May 2023. provided to china daily

ancient palaces and modern urban 
street views in the Chinese capital. 
Moreover, 3D brick figures are built 
depicting iconic cultural scenes 
inseparable from Beijing. For 
example, in one LEGO stracture an 
elderly man strolls with a bird 
perched on his hand, reminiscent 
of the tradition of taking pet birds 
to parks in old times, and another 
depicts a child holding a sugary 
fruit treat.

Xu Jie, vice-president of LEGO 
China, who oversees offline retail 
business, said, “These beacon stores 
serve as hubs for fostering connec­
tions with consumers and have 
often hosted themed gatherings and 
events to attract more visitors.”

Paul Huang, general manager of 
LEGO China, said the company lias 
been exploring how to blend the 
local culture with personalized 
experiences to become the go-to 
play destination in local communi­
ties.

With eight flagship stores in the 
country and more than 460 certified 
stores in over 120 cities, Huang said 
they are expanding into more cities

most widely applied, highest per­
forming and largest output 
supercomputing center in the 
country.

Qian Depei, an academician at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
and head of the National Super­
computing Network Team, said, 
“Tianhe represents the country’s 
continuous innovation capabili­
ty, and we urge its broader appli­
cations in various fields across 
China.”

In alignment with Qian’s vision, 
a partnership was established 
between Tianhe and over 30 State- 
owned enteiprises, and the forma­
tion of a generative intelligence 
innovation conglomerate was 
inaugurated during the confer­
ence.

Zhu Ruijun, deputy chief engi­
neer at China ENFI Engineering 
Co Ltd, said: “With the support of 
Tianhe, we are enhancing our 
quality and productivity. It enables 
us to explore minerals at depths of 
2,000-3,000 meters with safety, 
precision and efficiency.”

Yu Long, chief engineer at the 
Research Academy of Offshore Oil 
Engineering Co Ltd, based in Tian­
jin, said, “Our company has been 
collaborating with Tianhe since 
2016, and we will continue our 
partnership in advancing comput­
ing capabilities for deeper sea 
exploration, undersea pipeline 
development, human resources 
training and research.”

Meng Xiangfei, Party secretary
of the National Supercomput­
er Center 

countries and the industry needs to 
significantly accelerate and deepen 
institutional reforms to bridge these 
gaps,” he said.

The chemical industry faces 
structural shortages in high-end 
products represented by new 
chemical materials and high-end 
fine chemicals. Some key chemical 
markets lack competitiveness, and 
there is insufficient reserve of for- 
ward-looking technologies and 
leading products for the future, he 
said.

While the country’s goals of 
achieving carbon neutrality before 
2060 will exert pressure on its refin­
ery sector, energy transition efforts 
will also broaden opportunities for 
those who capture growing demand 
for petrochemicals and are willing 
to adjust and modify their produc­

Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei facility relies 
on famed Tianhe supercomputer

carbon dioxide, faces challenges as 
well as oppoitunities in transition­
ing toward green and low-carbon 
practices, Li said during the 2024 
Petrochemical Industry Develop­
ment Conference held in Beijing on 
Tuesday.

Enhancing innovation capability 
is also fundamental to optimizing 
product and industrial structures, 
especially after the sector saw reve­
nue and profit declines last year, he 
said.

The petrochemical sector’s annu­
al operating income fell 20.5 percent 
year-on-year to 15.95 trillion yuan 
($2.2 trillion) in 2023, while total 
profits were also down 20.5 percent 
year-on-year to 873.36 billion yuan, 
official data showed.

The industry has made signifi­
cant advancements in technical 

1 
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By ZHENG XIN 
zhengcin@chinadaily.com.cn

CJ (Shenyang) Biotech, estab­
lished in 2011, has become CJ 
Group’s largest overseas investment 
project with an initial investment of 
3 billion yuan ($414 million).

“Liaoning enjoys superior geo­
graphical advantages and abun­
dant grain resources. The province 
provides a favorable business envi­
ronment with solid industrial 
foundations and comprehensive 
industrial categories. In addition, 
it boasts abundant scientific and 
educational resources, with 
numerous renowned universities, 
research institutions and a large 
number of high-quality industrial 
workers. These advantages pro­
vide ample motivation and confi­
dence for enterprises to achieve 
high-quality development,” Ahn 
said.

Wu Jun, Party secretary of Shen- 
bei New Area in Shenyang, said the 
presence of leading agricultural 
enterprises like Wellhope has driven

Leveraging the 
power of the Tianhe 
Supercomputer, this 
initiative is poised to 
elevate computing 
capabilities in the 
region and extend its 
impact to other 
areas.”
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worldwide, among 
which the export of 
electric passenger
cars, lithium bat­
teries and solar 
cells all enjoyed 
substantial year-

Ahn Tae Min on-year surges.
Alin Tae Min, 

chairman of CJ (Shenyang) Biotech 
Co Ltd — South Korean firm CJ 
Group’s China branch in Shenyang, 
capital of Liaoning — expressed 
optimism about the city’s favorable 
investment environment. He high­
lighted the company’s rapid expan­
sion in Liaoning in recent years, and 
expressed strong confidence in the 
Chinese market.

CJ (Shenyang) Biotech produces 
food additive nucleotides and feed 
additive amino acids using com as a 
raw material through bio-fermenta- 
tion technology. CJ Group is a For­
tune Global 500 firm founded in 
1953.
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Opinion Line

Expanded visa-free policy shows
positive results in boosting visits

People-to-people exchanges key to ties

T -PEOPLE’S DAILY

Internet spirit should be nurtured to make life better

- BEIJING NEWS

What They Say

Diversity of books treasure trove to cherish
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The number of foreigners coming 
to China in the first quarter of this 
year increased by more than three 
times compared with the same period 
in 202.3, data recently released by the 
National Immigration Administra­
tion show.

In the past few months, China has 
introduced a number of visa optimiza­
tion measures, including reducing the 
content of visa application forms, 
reducing visa fees, simplifying the 
examination and approval procedures, 
and piloting visa-free policies for some 
countries, providing more convenience 
for foreigners’ travel, work, study and 
living in China.

Widely welcomed by the international 
community, these measures demonstrate 
China’s resolve to promote high-level 
opening-up and strengthen international 
exchanges and cooperation.

Following the resumption of a 15-day 
visa-free entry policy for Singaporeans 
and Bruneians holding ordinary pass­
ports for business, tourism, visiting 
friends and relatives and transit in Chi-

Tuesday was this year’s World Book 
and Copyright Day. The day is observed 
worldwide to promote reading, pub­
lishing and copyright protection since 
the United Nations Educational, Scien­
tific and Cultural Organization initiat­
ed it on April 23,1995.

April 23 is a symbolic date in world 
literature. It is the date on which sever­
al prominent authors died.

Despite the impact of digital technol­
ogies on reading, the importance of 
books — a link between the past and 
the future and a bridge between gener­

ations and across cultures — 
still prevails over time and 
space.

China’s retail market for 
books showed a recovery 
trend in 2023, with a size of 
91.2 billion yuan ($12.59 bil­
lion), a year-on-year increase 
of 4.72 percent.

Technology is having a big 
influence on not only peo­
ple’s reading habits but also 
the book industry.

Chinese internet enterprises has 
reached nearly 10 trillion yuan ($1.38 
trillion), with nine of them ranking 
among the top 30 in the world. Last 
year, China’s online retail sales 
reached 15.4 trillion yuan, ranking 
first in the world for 11 consecutive 
years.

The internet has been very signifi­
cant for the world. But the past 30 
years show that its significance is even 
more special for China. The internet 
has made it easier for people’s voices to 
be expressed and heard, laying the 
foundation for improving governance. 

At a thne when economic globaliza-

agency in Sichuan province said it has 
received more than 600 tourists from 
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand 
since the beginning of this year, more 
than double the number during the 
same period last year.

China’s visa-free policy has also 
been widely welcomed by overseas 
people looking to expand their busi­
ness and seek cooperation opportuni­
ties in the Chinese market. It is their 
belief that a series of measures taken 
by China to facilitate foreigners’ visit, 
including resolving their mobile pay­
ment problem, have made their stay 
in China safer, more comfortable and 
more convenient.

The visa-free policy has not only pro­
moted rising enthusiasm for overseas 
people to travel to China, but also ena­
bled people in more countries to have a 
more comprehensive and in-depth 
understanding of China, thus further 
promoting friendship and people-to- 
people exchanges between China and 
the rest of the world.

China gained full access to the World 
Wide Web 30 years ago, on April 20,
1994. Thirty years later, China has the 
largest network infrastructure and the 
second-largest digital economy in the 
world.

The digital economy has become a 
powerful engine for China’s economy. 
With the support of advanced internet 
technology, even small sellers in China 
are able to enjoy the benefits of globali­
zation, selling their goods to the world, 
while Chinese internet entrepreneurs 
have extended their e-commerce plat­
forms to the whole world.

Today, the market capitalization of

na on July 26, China again launched a 
pilot unilateral visa-free policy for ordi­
nary passport holders from France, 
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain 
and Malaysia on Dec 1, and from Switz­
erland, Ireland, Hungary, Austria, Bel­
gium and Luxembourg on March 14. 

Up to now, a total of 989,000 travels 
have been made to China visa-free by 
people from the 15 countries, account­
ing for more than 60 percent of the 
total visits made by foreigners to China, 
showing an overall upward trend.

The China-Thailand visa exemption 
agreement came into effect on March 1. 
According to Ctrip data, on the day the 
China-Thailand visa agreement came 
into effect, Thai travel orders to China 
surged three times year-on-year, an 
increase of more than 160 percent com­
pared with the day in 2019. Keyword 
searches on Chinese cities also 
increased significantly. That an increas­
ing number of Thai people are choos­
ing China as a travel destination is 
helping further promote exchanges 
between the two countries. A travel

he Doolittle Raid in World War II has been, and always will be remembered as a tes­
tament to enduring friendship between China and the United States.

On April 18,1942, just months after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, the US sent 16 
B-25 bombers on an air raid to strike Japan’s main islands. After bombing Tokyo

and other Japanese cities, Lieutenant Colonel James Doolittle and his fellow pilots, feeing 
fuel shortages and bad weather, were forced to parachute over the eastern parts of China. 
Local Chinese launched a massive rescue operation, and helped 64 of the 80 US pilots escape 
to safety, many of whom found refuge in Quzhou, Zhejiang province.

The Chinese people paid a heavy price for their kindness and bravery: some 250,000 civil­
ians were killed by Japanese troops seeking revenge for the raid.

Last week, descendants of the Doolittle Raiders visited Quzhou from Tuesday to Thursday 
to commemorate the rescue operation and express their gratitude to the Chinese people. 
Actually, a strong bond has been forged between the Doolittle Raid survivors, their descend­
ants and the Chinese people. The Doolittle Raid Memorial Hall, which opened in Quzhou in 
2018, has served as “a witness to the hardships endured by our ancestors and a symbol of 
cooperation and friendship between China and the US” as Jeff Thatcher, the son of a rescued 
US pilot, said at the opening ceremony.

Such people-to-people exchanges are the foundation for China-US relations, and cement 
the bond of friendship between the two countries, which has withstood various tests over the 
years to be passed from generation to generation.

It is their shared belief in the importance of that bond that prompted the top leaders of the 
two countries to reach a consensus during their summit in San Francisco last November that 
they will work out more measures to promote people-to-people exchanges, including 
increasing direct passenger flights, holding a high-level dialogue on tourism, and streamlin­
ing visa application procedures.

The Chinese leader also announced a program for 50,000 US youths to visit China over the 
next five years for exchanges and study, saying the future of the Sino-US relationship 
depends on the two countries’ youth.

More than 20 Muscatine High School students from Iowa paid an exchange visit to Bei­
jing, Shanghai and Hebei province from Jan 24 to 30 as the first group of US students to visit 
China under the program.

Sino-US relations are experiencing one of the most difficult times, mainly as a result of 
China hawks in the US political circles seeing the country as the greatest threat and No 1 
adversary to the US and taking all steps possible to contain its rise. It is therefore all the more 
necessary for the two peoples to reach out to each other. It is hoped that the goodwill and 
friendship that exist between them will help Beijing and Washington transcend their differ­
ences and bring their relationship back to the normal track.

In a positive sign in that direction San Francisco Mayor London Breed announced in Bei­
jing on Friday that her city will receive a pair of pandas as a symbol of friendship from China 
next year. The pandas will add a new chapter to Sino-US friendship in the new era. 

As former US president Richard Nixon said more than half a century ago, “the Chinese 
people are a great people, the American people are a great people. If our two peoples are ene­
mies the future of this world we share together is dark indeed. But if we can find common 
ground to work together, the chance for world peace is immeasurably increased.” 

His words still ring true.

For instance, short video livestream- 
ing platforms and social media net­
working have become the second- 
largest book sales channel in China 
last year after large-scale B-2-C e-com- 
merce platforms. Relevant publishing 
companies are paying more attention 
to promoting sales on these fest-grow­
ing retail channels, which registered 
year-on-year growth of 70.1 percent in 
book sales last year.

The advancement of technology 
does not conflict with books being a 
treasure trove of knowledge and an 
essential part of people’s spiritual 
world. As Audrey Azoulay, director- 
general of UNESCO, said in her mes­
sage to mark the day this year, “Books, 
in all their forms, allow us to learn 
and to keep ourselves informed. They 
also entertain us and help us to 
understand the world, while offering 
a window into otherness.” 

Notably, her stress on “the linguistic 
diversity of our world” reflected by 
books is a timely reminder of not only 
the impacts of technological progress

tion encounters backlashes, the inter­
net will not only cushion the world 
against them, but also be a window for 
maintaining openness and communi­
cation in extreme cases.

The internet does have a negative 
side, such as the spread of rumors, 
information cocoons, privacy breaches, 
media manipulation and public opin­
ion biases, but its benefits, if well man­
aged, can outweigh its harms. In 
particular, the spirit of equality, trans­
parency and openness that the internet 
brings should be further nurtured to 
make life better.

he way in which some Western media outlets have reported on the 19th Western 
Pacific Naval Symposium hosted by China in Qingdao, Shandong province, from 
Sunday to Wednesday only exposes that they have missed the point.

They have tried to portray the gathering of high-level delegations from 29 coun­
tries as being merely an occasion for Beijing to attempt to defend itself against the allega­
tions of the West, which accuses it of making “dangerous, irresponsible, bullying, 
provocative and coercive” moves targeting its smaller neighbors in the South and East China 
seas.

These reports originate from the media outlets’ biased view that Beijing is the root cause of 
the security threats in the region. They are not only a deliberate distortion of the truth; more 
importantly, they feil to convey the practical significance of the forum.

China has nothing to feel sorry about when it comes to defending its sovereignty and terri­
torial integrity and core interests in the Asia-Pacific, and it has no need to defend its actions 
to that effect.

The real value of the symposium is that it provides a rare platform for major countries 
related to not only the security of the Asia-Pacific, but also the rest of the world, to have face- 
to-face communications on core issues of global concern.

Notably, many senior representatives of the maritime defense departments of different 
countries are attending the symposium at the invitation of China, including US Navy Pacific 
Fleet Commander Stephen Koehler and Acting Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Navy 
Aleksandr Alekseyevich Moiseyev. Australia, France, India and the United Kingdom have 
also sent delegations to the forum.

That means representatives of not only the US-led “Indo-Pacific” geopolitical cliques such 
as the Quad and AUKUS, but also some North Atlantic Tfeaty Organization member states 
are participating in the meeting.

The regional maritime security forum should therefore be welcomed given the long-time 
lack of security communications, if not estrangement, among some of the countries attend­
ing the gathering, against the backdrop of the US’ “Indo-Pacific” strategy, the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict and the Middle East crisis.

According to the forum agenda, delegates to the meeting are expected to review activities 
taking place under the symposium’s framework since its 18th biennial meeting, set the 
future agenda, and discuss and vote on issues such as the Western Pacific Naval Symposium 
Business Charter, the Code for Unplanned Encounters at Sea, and unmanned systems. All of 
these contribute to laying a strong foundation for the formation of an effective institutional 
mechanism to safeguard regional peace, avoid any misjudgment and manage risks.

As US Pacific Fleet Commander Stephen Koehler told the media, the symposium is a rare 
opportunity for countries with apparently “opposing regional interests” to exchange views. 

Although details of most of these exchanges between the key stakeholders remain unknown, 
their presence at the forum, and the forum’s agenda, which reportedly has been widely wel­
comed by the majority of the participants, should serve to prove that the participating coun­
tries are open to talks and face-to-fece communications on key issues of common concern. 

Instead of misportraying the Qingdao naval symposium, the Western media has enough 
reasons to report on it accurately. In a volatile world that has not seen such a meaningful and 
pragmatic solution-oriented multilateral gathering at the executive level for so long, the col­
lective willingness displayed by the participating countries to exchange views and seek com­
mon ground to ease regional tensions and explore ways to resolve some hotspot issues is a 
positive and welcome sign.

China deserves credit for inviting, hosting and encouraging these otherwise not-talking- 
with-each-other guests to engage in constructive discussions about meaningful topics, 
avoiding the event from becoming another bickering shop between different blocs. 

That is why the symposium is being keenly followed by countries far beyond the Asia-Pa­
cific, despite the efforts of some Western media to belittle it.
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on books and reading activities but also 
a worrying trend that has become more 
prominent in the digital age that “the 
majority of works are published in just 
a handful of languages” as digital tech­
nology is promoting linguistic homoge­
nization.

That is why, as part of the Internation­
al Decade of Indigenous Languages, 
launched in 2022, UNESCO is actively 
supporting the publication of books in 
both indigenous and regional langua­
ges. As such, the World Book and Copy­
right Day should also be an occasion for 
countries to cherish and protect linguis­
tic and cultural diversity through pro­
moting the publishing of relevant books, 
and raise public awareness on that.

As Azoulay noted,“every written lan­
guage brings with it a particular world­
view, with its symbols and its values”. 
Books published in different languages 
help preserve that invaluable cultural 
diversity, a foundation for mutual 
learning and respect and a cradle for 
innovation and creation.

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

Coldwater can’t dampen significance 
of discussions among estranged parties
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‘Decoupling’ cannot make US stronger
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Zhang Monan

‘Overcapacity’ an excuse to target ‘made-in-China
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hina has expressed profound disap­
pointment following the US veto of a 
Palestinian request for full UN mem­
bership in the UN Security Council on

April 18. The resolution received 12 votes in 
favor, two abstentions from the UK and Switz­
erland, and one opposing vote from the US. 

In March 2023, Saudi Arabia and Iran 
achieved reconciliation with China’s media­
tion, subsequently followed by Turkiye easing 
decade-long tensions with Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates. It was also antici­
pated that relations between Israel and Saudi 
Arabia would normalize.

But the Hamas attacks on Israel on Oct 7, 
2023, and the outbreak of the Israel-Palestine 
conflict have “halted” the reconciliation trend 
in the Middle East. Saudi Arabia has post­
poned the talks with Israel to normalize rela­
tions, with Arab countries divided over 
whether and how to punish Israel for the 
relentless attacks on Gaza, in which nearly 
34,000 people, a majority of them women and 
children, have been killed.

Relations between Israel and Turkiye, too, 
are not normal. Worse, Israel bombed the Ira­
nian Consulate in Syria on April 1, raising ten­
sions to a new height in the Middle East. And 
after Iran retaliated by launching a calculated 
attack on Israel on April 14, Israel’s response is 
being closely watched.

Before the Gaza crisis, the reconciliation 
trend reflected the Middle East’s desire for 
peace. The ongoing Israeli attacks on Gaza and 
the Iran-Israel confrontation show that long­
term peace remains a dream for the Middle 
East. It is not difficult to ascertain that the root 
cause of confrontations and conflicts in the 
region is the Palestinian issue and the mutual 
dislike between Iran and Israel.

Immediately after the Oct 7 Hamas attacks, 
Israel accused Iran of being behind them. After 
Israel bombed Iran’s consulate in Syria, Iran 
said it was an Israeli attempt to divert interna­
tional attention from the crisis in Gaza.

The author is a US scholar and senior 
guest researcher at the Center for China 
and Globalization. The views don’t neces­
sarily reflect those of China Daily.

“overcapacity” issue is likely to be exploit­
ed by US politicians on the campaign 
trail, and the US could intensify its rhe­
toric on China’s overcapacity, possibly 
imposing tariffs on Chinese exports 
including EVs, power batteries and pho­
tovoltaic panels.

It could also ramp up anti-subsidy and 
anti-dumping investigations, and impose 
green or labor standards barriers to limit 
Chinese exports. Alternatively, it may 
continue to forge alliances based on dif­
ferent issues to contain China.

The overarching US strategy of exag­
gerating the issue of China’s overcapacity 
is not aimed at striking a balance 
between global supply and demand; 
instead, it is aimed at checking China’s 
industrial development by resorting to a 
beggar-thy-neighbor policy.

The narrative of overcapacity is crafted 
by the US to curb China’s industrial 
upgrading, safeguard certain Western 
countries’ vested interests in the global 
industry and supply chains, promote the 
reshoring of supply chains to the US, bol­
ster the US’ manufacturing competitive­
ness, contain China’s technological 
progress and prevent it from achieving 
breakthroughs in advanced manufactur­
ing and strategic industries.

The ongoing Israel-Palestine conflict and the 
Israel-Iran confrontation have made it even 
more difficult to restore long-term peace and 
promote development in the region. On March 
25,2024, more than 170 days since the Israel- 
Palestine conflict broke out, the United 
Nations Security Council finally adopted the 
first resolution, calling for an immediate cease­
fire in Gaza and the unconditional release of 
all hostages.

However, negotiations between Israel and 
Hamas on a cease-fire and the release of hosta­
ges have not been successful so far. On the one 
hand, the Israeli defense minister has said that 
Israel will not stop the attacks on Gaza while 
the hostages are still held in Gaza. On the other 
hand, Hamas has emphasized that the prereq­
uisite for the release of the hostages is a per­
manent cease-fire and the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from Gaza.

The biggest concern at present is whether 
Israel will attack the southern Gaza city of 
Rafail, where hundreds of thousands of Gaza 
residents have fled to escape the Israeli 
onslaught in central and northern Gaza. 
Reports say about 1.4 million Palestinians are 
now in Gaza. As such, any Israeli attack on 
Rafail will lead to an even bigger humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza.

Reports suggest Israel plans to attack Rafah, 
but has not yet said when. 

However, the global focus on Gaza has 
somewhat diminished because of the Israeli- 
Iranian confrontation. After the Israeli attack 
on the Iranian consulate in Syria on April 1 
and Iran’s retaliatory attack, the world has 
been closely watching Israel’s next move. It is 
obvious that an Iran-Israel conflict would be 
far more damaging for the Middle East and 
the world.

Both the Palestine issue and the Israel-Iran 
confrontation have obvious international char­
acteristics. Therefore, it is difficult to find the 
key to resolving them based on the perspective 
of a single country.

Since the two-state solution, based on rele­
vant United Nations resolutions, is the best 
way to resolve the Palestinian issue, the inter­
national community must urge Israel as well 
as Palestine to implement the two-state solu­
tion. More importantly, external powers 
should stop blindly supporting Palestine or 
Israel, such as weapons that could fuel their 
conflicts.

As for the Israel-Iran confrontation, the two 
countries must first acknowledge each other’s 
right to exist Almost as important is that 
between Iran and Israel, some countries can 
no longer continue to seriously support one 
side in attacking the other. That can only 
intensify rather than alleviate the Israel-Iran 
conflict.
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capacity, over the past decade.
Western pressure on China’s industries 

and trade has intensified in recent years, 
with many Western countries restricting 
the export of semiconductors to China 
and curbing the import of Chinese-made 
new energy vehicles, while taking 
“reshoring” or “near-shoring” measures, 
further exacerbating global overcapacity 
and straining the global economic gov­
ernance system.

This is not the first time the West is 
using “overcapacity” as a pretext to sup­
press China’s manufacturing sector. In
2012, the European Commission initiated 
an anti-dumping investigation into Chi­
nese photovoltaic products, initially 
planning to impose a 47.6 percent tariff 
on them. But in July 2013, China and the 
European Union “amicably” settled the 
photovoltaic trade dispute. 

Unlike previous occasions, however, 
this round of scrutiny by the West is 
focused on China’s advanced manufac­
turing, particularly in clean energy sec­
tors such as electric vehicles (EVs), 

The author is deputy director of the Insti­
tute of American and European Studies 
at the China Center for International Eco­
nomic Exchanges. The views don’t neces­
sarily represent those of China Daily.

The author is aprofessor at the Middle East 
Studies Institute, Shanghai International 
Studies University. The views don’t necessarily
reflect those of China Daily.

It is obvious that an Iran-Israel 
conflict would be far more 
damaging for the Middle East 
and the world.

being debilitated to prosperity by build­
ing an ecosystem unimaginable when 
Huawei was a small manufacturer of tel­
ephone switchboards at its birth in 1987. 
It’s no less a remarkable story than that 
of Shenzhen, which from being a small 
fishing village a little more than four 
decades ago has developed into a 
metropolis of 17 million people with 
GDP of $500 billion, similar to that of 
Sweden or Thailand.

Blinken, a guitarist who loves the work 
of blues genius Muddy Waters, must also 
know Cole Porter’s famous Western/cow- 
boy songDon’tFenceMeln. Instead of 
fencing China in, he should be razing fen­
ces and engaging with China and other 
countries to build a community with a 
shared future for mankind where nation­
al interests overlap, that is if, and it’s a 
very big if, we are going to have a future 
at all.

Talking about the future brings us to 
Dubai. On April 16, the United Arab 
Emirates’ city received more rain in one 
day than it normally gets in one full year. 
On the other hand, last year' was the hot­

test in 100,000 years, according to mete­
orologists, which prompted UN Secre­
tary-General Antonio Guterres to say “the 
era of global warming has ended” and 
“the era of global boiling has arrived” Yet 
globally, we are stumbling on a straight 
path to extinction unable to give up fossil 
fuels, especially because of the energy 
giants in the US and other countries and 
their army of lobbyists promoting short­
term profits at the cost of human exis­
tence.

As for the US, although it has professed 
to have gone green for half a century, it 
has done little to prevent this catastro­
phe. As a matter of fact, it is resisting 
more fuel-efficient and clean-energy vehi­
cles in favor of continuing to produce 
huge gas-guzzlers. It doesn’t want to 
accept that the world has changed. 

The US, however, could have been the 
global leader in clean energy but, due to 
political pressure from the farm lobby, 
opted to promote biofuels which are cost­
ly, raise global food prices and have nega­
tive environmental impacts like water 
pollution.
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hile not much is expected 
from US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken’s visit from 
Wednesday to Friday, espe­

cially because this is a US presidential 
election year when the only issue uniting 
the Democrats and Republicans is fren­
zied anti-China paranoia, the fact that 
the visit is even happening is a positive 
sign. The same can be said about the vis­
its of US Commerce Secretary Gina Rai­
mondo last year and Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen in early April, and the 
resumption of the high-level military-to- 
military video meeting between US 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Chi­
nese Defense Minister Dong Jun — earli­
er this month.

Surely, talking is better than fighting, 
but too many aggressive and provocative 
US moves and veiled (and not so veiled) 
threats negate the nice words the admin­
istration’s representatives have said 
recently.

Much work remains to be done to 
shore up damaged bilateral relations and 
avoid continuing lose-lose economic and 
political “decoupling’: Here the picture is 
less rosy as exemplified by the ongoing 
US persecution of Huawei, China’s top 
telecommunications company. I attended 
Huawei’s Analyst Summit in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province, last week. 

The US, unwilling or unable to cooper­
ate with China in die high-tech sector, 
continues its policy of restricting China’s 
access to advanced computer chips. The 
US’ stated position is “a small yard and 
high fence” highly targeted restrictions 
against China for the most advanced 
dual-use computer chips on the pretext of 
safeguarding national security, but in 
reality it is intended to prevent China’s 
continued economic rise, because Wash­
ington fears Beijing could challenge 
its global domination. 

Harvard professor Graham 
Allison says that in the past
500 years, a rising power 
spooking the established 
power has resulted in a con­
flict in 12 out of 16 cases. 
That’s a frightening 
thought.

From what I learned at N-
the Huawe i Analyst Sum- N—
mit, the sanctions of the r—-
US and its allies against
Huawei, although N
dealing a blow to the 
company, have not 
only made it stronger N.
but also expanded its 
horizons, from making 
better telecom equip- 
ment to ambitiously 
moving into artificial 
intelligence, cloud com- 
puting and a host of new- 
horizon, all-inclusive “fifth N
industrial revolution” services 
for consumers and businesses 
alike.

It is a case of necessity being the 
mother of invention, first to stave off 
what could have been a fatal blow due to 
US pressure and then to move from

At a time when the US was indulging in 
such activities, China was still a relatively 
poor country but realized that it had to 
plan for a sustainable future. Today, Chi­
na is the global leader in renewable ener­
gy, especially in solar and wind energy. 
But instead of applauding China for its 
green achievements, the US is trying to 
check its peaceful rise, just as it tried to 
strangle Huawei.

The smart, green and logical choice is 
to join forces with China when the alter­
native is extinction. But no, the US’ 
response is the opposite.

To me, it’s a no-brainer that the US and 
its allies should join forces with China 
and the Global South, because their 
national interests and very future depend 
on it.

Sadly, I don’t think they' will, but they 
really should realize that “decoupling” 
cannot make the US stronger.

photovoltaic panels and lithium batteries 
— areas in which there is intense Sino-US 
competition and China enjoys competi­
tive advantages.

In recent years, spurred by the “New 
Washington Consensus”, the Joe Biden 
administration has increasingly used 
administrative and other non-market 
forces to ensure it has the upper hand in 
its competition with China in strategic 
future industries. Also, the US has been 
strengthening the industrial policy 
through government intervention, 
which, in essence, is strategic protection­
ism.

As many as 49 industries including 
automobile, aerospace, defense, electrical 
equipment, information and communi­
cations technology, and renewable ener­
gy in the US get huge government 
subsidies.

Also, while strengthening itself, the US 
has also increased efforts to weaken oth­
ers. In recent years, under the guise of 
combating climate change and promot­
ing low-carbon development, the US has 
enacted the Inflation Reduction Act, 
which imposes discriminatory subsidy 
policies on products from World Trade 
Organization member states, specifically 
EVs from China.

These measures distort fair competi­
tion and will disrupt the global supply 
chains, as well as violate WTO rules of 
national treatment and most-favored-na- 
tion status. With the US presidential elec­
tion still seven months away, die

ecently some US and EU offi­
cials have said China’s overca­
pacity distorts global pricing 
and production patterns. Con­

currently, the Joe Biden administration is 
considering imposing high tariffs on Chi­
nese steel and aluminum, potentially 
opening a new front in the ongoing trade 
conflicts in order to contain Beijing’s 
“made in China” drive.

Overcapacity' is an economic term that 
signifies a situation in which there is too 
much production capacity relative to cur­
rent demand levels, and hence it should 
not be overly “pan-securitized”. Capacity 
utilization rates are crucial indicators of 
whether capacity is adequately leveraged, 
with a very high rate generally indicating 
a shortage and a low rate suggesting 
excess capacity or an irrational capacity 
structure.

According to the latest data from Trad­
ing Economics, the US has a capacity 
utilization rate of 78.3 percent while Chi­
na’s stands at 75.9 percent. Developed 
countries including the US and European 
nations consider any rate between 79 
percent and 83 percent an indicator of 
supply and demand. China’s rate is not 
significantly lower than the healthy 
range.

Moreover, China has eliminated out­
dated steel production capacity to a large 
extent, having reduced about 300 million 
tons of steel and 1 billion tons of coal 
capacities, including entirely eliminating 
140 million tons of substandard steel 

Can peace still 
be restored in 
Middle East?

It could also ramp up anti­
subsidy and anti-dumping 
investigations, and impose 
green or labor standards 
barriers to limit Chinese 
exports.
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ince the beginning of the 21st centu­
ry, new problems and trends have 
arisen in the West-monopolized 
international system and order.

On the one hand, the international order 
is showing increasingly prominent “failure 
and imbalance”. The influence of Global 
South countries in the international gov­
ernance system is disproportionate to their 
collective rise. The widening imbalance lias 

led to stagnation in the 
operation of various sys­
tems of global govern­
ance. The developed 
countries, led by the 
United States, have react­
ed by hindering reform 
of the financial institu­
tions and the World

Trade Oiganization, which has impeded a 
global economic recovery. 

At the same time, the US and its allies 
have instigated geopolitical conflicts and 
turmoil. The international institutions 
dominated by them show gradually declin­
ing ability, or even no ability, to solve tradi­
tional security challenges. The governance 
model of Western power and hegemony is 
far from the ideal pattern that should be 
based on the United Nations Charter and 
its purposes. Global governance institu­
tions urgently need to be reformed to 
enhance their effectiveness in resolving 
conflicts and disputes.

On the other hand, a new trend of “two 
parallel systems” is emerging in the inter­
national system. After the Joe Biden 
administration took office, the US revived 
its alliance system in a bid to build a new 
international order in which the West con­
tinues to rule the world. As a result, the 
once dormant G7 emerged, and a new 
mechanism, the Australia-United King- 
dom-US (AUKUS) trilateral security part­
nership, was established. In the process of 
constructing this system, the US has gone 
beyond its traditional alliances with the 
Anglo-Saxon nation states and developed 
industrial countries such as France, Germa­
ny and Japan, to include emerging coun­
tries such as India. As a result, a series of 
mechanisms such as the quadrilateral secu­
rity dialogue (the Quad) among the US, 
Japan, India and Australia, the “Indo-Pacif- 
ic” Economic Framework for Prosperity 
and the India-Middle East-Europe Eco­
nomic Corridor have been launched. At 
present, the enhanced alliance cooperation 
mechanisms of the US, which encompass

order disrupted by geopolitical conflicts, 
China and Germany, as the world’s second 
and third-largest economies, should 
strengthen coordination and bring more 
benefits to the world.

The priority is to stabilize the bilateral 
economic and trade ties and inject more 
vitality into the two countries’ growth 
through win-win cooperation. Despite 
domestic political obstruction, German 
enterprises still attach high importance to 
the Chinese market. Last year, German 
companies’ direct investment in China 
reached a new high of 11.9 billion euro 
($12.7 billion), a year-on-year increase of 4.3 
percent.

On the other hand, various affordable 
products from China have helped Germany 
maintain lower inflation and ensure the 
security of supply chains. The two coun­
tries, with their respective advantages, have 
jointly provided abundant products to the 
rest of die world and eased global inflation 
pressure. Therefore, stable China-Germany 
economic relations are of immense signifi­
cance for the world.

Moreover, China and Germany should 
jointly smooth global supply chains, reject 
“decoupling” and the severing of industry 
and supply chains, and break “small yards 
with high fences” The two countries also 
need to safeguard and improve the global 
financial system, uphold the rules of the 
World Trade Organization, enhance coordi­
nation in macroeconomic policies, support 
the internationalization of the renminbi 
and the euro, and foster more inclusive eco­
nomic globalization.

Order is considered to be a key element 
of German culture. “Ordnungmuss sein" 
which roughly translates as “there must be 
order”, was first introduced by Martin 
Luther in the 16th century. After World War 
II, Germany recognized the international 
order with the United Nations as the core, 
and has since been committed to solving 
crises and promoting peace under the 
framework of the UN system.

The world is fraught with turbulence as 
the Ukraine-Russia crisis and the Palestine-

Israeli conflict drag on. China 
and Germany should work 
together to preserve global 
peace. When Chancellor 
Scholz visited China for the 
first time in November 2022, 
the Chinese side said “nucle­
ar weapons must never be
used and nuclear wars must 
not be fought”. During the 
German leader’s recent visit 
to China, the two countries
reiterated their commitment 
to upholding the purposes
and principles of the UN 
Charter, opposing the use of 
nuclear weapons or attacks on 
nuclear facilities that are used for 
peaceful purposes.

China also supports Germany to 
maintain its prudent position in the 
Ukraine crisis and actively promote 
peace talks. During Chancellor Scholz’s 
China visit, the Gaza crisis further spilled 
over in the Middle East after Iran launched 
drones and missiles against Israel in retali­
ation for Israeli airstrike that hit an Iranian 
diplomatic building in the Syrian capital of 
Damascus. To prevent the tensions from 
further escalating, China and Germany 
called for implementation of UN Security 
Council Resolution 2728, and for influential 
countries to jointly push for an early resolu­
tion of the Palestine issue. These calls dem­
onstrate that the significance of China- 
Germany relations has gone beyond the 
bilateral scope and carries important global 
influence.

As the risk of a “new Cold War” looms 
large, China and Germany, as responsible 
countries, should oppose a “new Cold War” 
and bloc confrontations, uphold multilater­
alism and peaceful development, and safe­
guard the UN-centered world order. 

In recent years, the German political situ­
ation has encountered severe challenges 
such as declining support for the tradition­
al ruling party, and the rise of far-right pop­
ulism and political polarization. In 
addition, an economic downturn has wor­

sened the livelihoods of ordinary people, 
and sparked nationwide strikes in the agri­
culture, transport and public service sec­
tors, severely disrupting social order. 

Germany also faces other headaches such 
as immigration problems. As the main des­
tination for refugees going to Europe, Ger­
many is grappling with a massive influx of 
refugees, which threatens the country’s 
social order. Another problem is its housing 
shortage. The Scholz government failed to 
deliver its promise of building 400,000 
housing units a year, drawing sharp criti­
cism. These governance problems threaten 
social stability and public welfare, which 
constitute the very foundation of the coun­
try’s political stability, and in turn have an 
impact on the global situation. 

Under the new circumstances, both Chi­

na and Germany face the challenges of 
promoting socioeconomic development, 
and creating a stable environment for 
growth. The two countries, with their 
respective wisdom and experience in gov­
ernance, can share experience in areas 
such as social security, healthcare and edu­
cation, an aging society, industrial policy 
and data security, thereby jointly contrib­
uting their wisdom for building a better 
world.

The author is deputy director of the Insti­
tute of European Studies at the China Insti­
tutes of Contemporary International Relati 
ons. The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by Chi­
na Daily. The views do not necessarily
reflect those of China Daily.

The author is a researcher at and director of 
the Department for Developing Countries 
Studies at the China Institute of Interna­
tional Studies. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank pow­
ered by China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.
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fished and controlled 
by developing coun­
tries, it has offered 
$32 billion in loans 
to support infra­
structure and sus­
tainable
development pro­
jects urgently need­
ed by its member 
countries. In particu­
lar, the $10 billion 
emergency alloca­
tion during the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic left 
some Western 
monopolistic finan­
cial institutions out 
of reach, a move that 
attracted many
countries in the 
Global South to ‘line 
up” to join tiie New 
Development Bank.
The other institution 
is the BRICS Innova­
tion Base in Xiamen, 
Fujian province.
Since its establish­
ment two years ago, 
tiie base has focused 
on talent training, 
policy coordination, 
and project research 
and development

against the background of tiie new techno­
logical revolution. With the support of the 
Chinese government, it has also held vari­
ous activities, becoming another new call­
ing card of BRICS after the NDB. 

Besides, the BRICS countries’ achieve­
ment in reforming the quota system of the 
International Monetary Fund in 2010 lias 
produced a strong demonstrative effect. In 
this round of reform, nearly 6 percent of 
tiie share has been transferred to emerging 
countries and underrepresented develop­
ing countries. China, Russia, Brazil, and 
India have increased their representation 
and share and entered the top 10 list.

//

China and Germany should categorically oppose a new Cold War and 
bloc confrontations, uphold multilateralism and peaceful development, 
and safeguard the UN-centered world order

/
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politics, economy
and security, are
forming a closed,
exclusive and con­
frontational global
system based on ide­
ological values,
Western regulations,
and power status.

Meanwhile, some
cooperation mecha­
nisms that are com­
pletely different
from the Western
alliance system have
emerged and are
becoming increas­
ingly influential.
They are emerging
mechanisms repre­
sented by tiie BRICS
and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organi­
zation. These mecha­
nisms’ participants
and executors are
mainly Global South
countries. They
cooperate and com­
plement each other
in the reconstruction 
of the global indus­
trial and value
chains, and are seek­
ing self-improve­
ment together. They have also expanded 
from narrow economic cooperation to 
political, security, cultural and other fields, 
thus developing into comprehensive mech­
anisms.

Specifically, Global South countries are 
vying to join the BRICS mechanism and 
gradually becoming emerging forces driv­
ing the international order toward justice, 
greater fairness, rationality and inclusive­
ness.

Currently, the BRICS mechanism has 
established two major institutions. One is 
the New Development Bank. As the first 
multilateral financial institution estab- 

In fact, tiie Global South countries are 
pursuing economic growth and national 
rejuvenation in the post-pandemic era, 
rather than following the US and the West 
to engage in rampant bloc politics and 
camp confrontation. Their strategic auton­
omy is conducive to making the global gov­
ernance system fairer, more effective and 
balanced.

China is an ex officio member of the 
Global South. As China is speeding up its 
pace on the Chinese path to moderniza­
tion, the China-proposed concept about 
international order featuring democratiza­
tion of international relations, economic 
globalization, and multi-level international 
pattern has been fully recognized by the 
Global South countries. Its concepts — a 
community with a shared future for man­
kind, the Global Development Initiative, 
the Global Security Initiative, and the Glob­
al Civilization Initiative — have also been 
widely welcomed. Some visions have been 
witten into United Nations documents; 
especially tiie successful practice of the Belt 
and Road Initiative lias been recognized by 
most countries of the Global South. The 
series of concepts and practices proposed 
by China in its modernization efforts repre­
sent one of the directions for future 
changes in the international order and sys­
tem.

China can take the advantage of the BRI 
to expand tiie areas of cooperation, tap the 
potential for cooperation, and utilize the 
opportunity of developing countries’ gradu­
al recognition of China’s three major global 
initiatives on development, security and 
civilization to build a fair and equitable 
international order with developing coun­
tries.

China will work with Global South 
countries around the world to make devel­
opment a central task in the post-pandem­
ic era, build a new global governance 
paradigm of consultation, co-construction, 
and sharing, and promote tiie establish­
ment of an international system that is in 
line with the characteristics of the times 
and reflects shifts in tiie world’s power bal­
ance.

The series of concepts 
and practices proposed 

by China in its 
modernization efforts 
represent one of the 
directions for future 

changes in the 
international order and 

system.
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erman Chancellor Olaf Scholz led 
a high-level business delegation 
'and three federal ministers on a 
visit to China, which concluded 

on April 16, signifying Germany’s willing­
ness to strengthen cooperation with China. 

China-Germany relations are at the fore­
front of China’s ties with Europe, and the 

two nations work closely 
on global governance. In 
the face of geopolitical 
conflicts, a sluggish 
world economy and the 
risk of a global disorder, 
China and Germany, as 
two major countries, 
should expand coopera­

tion and inject stability into a world under­
going tumultuous changes. 

Germany lias long been the economic 
“locomotive” of the European Union, par­
ticularly during the tenure of Angela 
Merkel as chancellor, a period when Ger­
many played a key role in lifting the EU out 
of its debt crisis. Since the Russia-Ukraine 
crisis broke out, the Gennan economy has 
been hit hard, sliding into recession last 
year. Nevertheless, the country' remains an 
important anchor of the European econo­
my.

In fact, Germany’s manufacturing-domi­
nated economy is still highly competitive. 
While the country’s total exports dropped
1.4 percent last year, the exports of machin­
ery and auto products grew 8.9 percent and
5.5 percent respectively, underscoring the 
strength of “made in Germany1:

Germany’s public debt-to-GDP ratio 
stood at 64.8 percent, close to the pre-pan- 
demic level, which gives the country larger 
fiscal policy room compared with most 
European countries. Germany is also tiie 
largest contributor to tiie EU’s budget, 
accounting for over one-fourth of the bloc’s 
funding, and it overtook Japan as the 
world’s third-largest economy in 2023, 
which means it should shoulder a heavier 
responsibility in preserving global econom­
ic stability.

With the world economic and trade 

Global South cooperation mechanisms that are completely 
different from that of the Western alliance have been formed

\ '
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All about Gen Z

Al takes center stage
at Beijing Film Fest

WEEKLY
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Radio cassette recorders are making a 
comeback in Japan, tuchong

Online
Watch the video

By GUI QIAN 
guiqian@i21st.cn

and skills like a sponge.”
She pointed out that the good 

thing about Al is that the industry 
is open, and AIGC creators are will­
ing to share their experiences with 
one another. There are also plenty 
of learning materials available 
online, which allowed Chen to 
acquire almost all of her Al skills 
through self-study. “AIGC creators 
believe in the power of sharing. We 
want to build a richer creative eco­
system,” she said.

Tang is also amazed by the rapid 
pace of Al development. “You 
might wake up every day to find the 
world has changed, with new 
advancements in the industry. This 
poses new challenges for training 
talent in Al creation,” she said. 
“While in the past, designers pri­
marily focused on their technical 
skills, now anyone can bring their 
concepts to life with Al tools, mak­
ing creativity humanity’s most 
important asset”

Sha Dan, the deputy director of 
the BJIFF Screening Department 
and a renowned film curator, sum­
marized the relationship between 
Al and humans today as “a love­
hate dynamic”.

“The rise of Al is like the boy who 
cried wolf. If we don’t actively 
engage, there’s a chance that Al 
could replace us in the future. But 
instead of fearing it, we should 
‘dance with the wolf’, grow with it, 
and let Al assist us in our creative 
endeavors,” he said.

“Film festivals are particularly 
interesting. Here, you can find old 
movies, modem works, and even 
VR (virtual reality) and AIGC ani­
mations that speculate about the 
future. It’s like stepping into a time 
tunnel where yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow converge.”

-I

more complex than those for typi­
cal short film competitions. The 
judges not only consider traditional 
elements like thematic expression, 
artistic impact, and the use of 
audiovisual language, but also the 

content) proportion of Al application, Al 
technical difficulty, workflow, and 
more.

“The main challenges for AIGC 
works currently lie in the smooth­
ness of the shots, consistency in 
character portrayal, and the estab­
lishment of a unique visual style,” 
she said. “The works that have 
made it to the finals have achieved 
a considerable level in these areas.” 

One such work is To Dear Me by 
AIGC artist Chen Liufang. It tells 
the coming-of-age story of a girl 
burdened with the pain from her 
dysfunctional family and her per­
sonality flaws. She longs for and 
seeks love, and ultimately learns to 
love herself. Lasting five minutes 
and 30 seconds, this short film took 
Chen’s team nearly three months to 
complete.

The film is based on CUC student 
Yan Xiaoxuan’s original idea and 
video project. Team member and 
director Tong Hua began by shoot­
ing live-action scenes. Al was then 
used to transform the footage into 
animated videos.

Chen explained that they used 
real actors because it helps make 
the Al-generated content more 
consistent and stable. “Currently, 
Al creation is like a roll of the dice, 
with outcomes being random each 
time. Using live-action footage as a 
basis for AIGC offers much greater 
control compared to generating 
videos from images and texts.”

Chen also mentioned that Al isn’t 
yet very good at making characters 
act realistically, and filming real 
people allows for precise control 
over characters’ facial expressions 
and movements. “Can Al learn to 
perform on its own in the future? I 
view it with optimism and anticipa­
tion, but it will require a lot of train-

Radio retro revival
In die 1980s, the radio cassette recorder was all 

the rage in Japan. Recently, it’s made a comeback 
with added CD-player functionality, Bluetooth capa­
bility, and a more stylish appearance.

Initially, the development team intended to target 
Generation Xers (those bom from 1965 to 1980) who 
couldn’t afford a recorder when they were young. 
But interestingly, Gen Zers have also shown a strong 
interest.

Cassette factories in Japan have reported a surge 
in orders over the past few years. With an average 
price of 1,000 yen ($6.46), cassettes are affordable for 
both long-time collectors and newcomers on a tight 
budget.

“The preparation process itself before listening to 
the music is interesting and delightful,” said a teen­
ager during a street interview with Nippon Tfelevi- 
sion Network Corporation.

The retro wave has also swept over the video 
industry. A VHS (video home system) cafe in Tokyo 
has been gaining popularity since its opening last 
October. The cafe offers videotapes of short films 
that ran 20-30 minutes long, allowing customers to 
watch them using the aging cathode ray tube (CRT) 
televisions in-store.

According to NTV, Gen Z customers particularly 
enjoy the process of the videotape being “swallowed” 
by the player. They see it as “ritualistic and fun”, and 
often capture the moment with their phones.

ing,” she said.
Visual aesthetics is another cru­

cial element of an Al-generated 
short film, which cost a significant 
amount of time and effort for Chen 
and her team.

They dedicated over a month to 
training Al models specifically for 
this film, experimenting with dif­
ferent styles using Stable Diffu­
sion’s SDXL model. After much 
exploration, they decided on one 
style dominated by Spanish painter 
Pablo Picasso’s blue hues, com­
bined with oil painting techniques 
and pointillism effects.

This isn’t Chen’s first competi­
tion or Al-generated work. With 
each project, Chen delves deeper 
into exploring Al’s applications, 
trying to achieve different goals.

In her first AIGC work, Love’s 
Last Song, for example, she experi­
mented with a full Al-driven pro­
duction process, using various Al 
software for scripting, visuals, 
modeling, animation, music, and 
voice-over.

Her second project, 77ze Songs of 
Distant Earth, based on the novel 
of the same name by British sci-fi 
writer Arthur Charles Clarke, 
explored the workflow process of 
creating a trailer with Al, resulting 
in a two-minute animation short 
film in just 20 hours.

This time, To Dear Me marks 
Chen’s first attempt at a complete 
AIGC narrative, moving beyond a 
mere assembly of fragmented shots 
to telling a story with both artistic 
value and coherence.

“I believe the measure of excel­
lence for judging an AIGC short 
film is whether you can appreciate 
and be moved by it, even without 
the elements of Al,” Chen said.

Every step of Chen’s progress 
keeps reminding her not to rely too 
much on established creative paths 
or fixed ways of thinking.

“This is what Al demands from 
today’s creators,” Chen said. “We 
need to soak up new information

k
Study like a princess

Earlier this month, an internet user named “Shid- 
uopili" on Douyin, the Chinese version of TikTbk, 
announced that she had been accepted into her 
dream graduate program after securing first place in 
the second round of the entrance exam. “The ‘prin­
cess learning method’ was a total success!” she said. 

Her announcement video received more than 
146,000 likes, and the hashtag “princess learning 
method” amassed over 28 million views on Douyin. 
So, what exactly is it?

Basically, it involves transforming into a princess 
from the inside out — dressing, thinking, and acting 
like one. The most important part is the mindset, 
which requires you to believe that you’re an heir to 
the throne and are shouldering great responsibili­
ties. Therefore, you must adhere to a high standard 
of persistence, patience, attentiveness, and compo­
sure during study sessions.

This method appeals particularly to Generation Z. 
Many young netizens who enjoy role-playing and 
self-affirmation have acknowledged its effectiveness, 
as it works similarly to the Pygmalion Effect, where 
positive expectations and suggestions can encourage 
individuals to develop in a positive direction. 

“Many people believe that a girl who spends time 
dressing up wouldn’t be hardworking or excel in 
anything. However, you proved that we could realize 
our goals while looking good,” a netizen commented 
on Shiduopili’s video.

1
*

Young internet users in China have found that 
adopting a "princess mindset" can help them 
focus and persist while studying, tuchong

For the first time in history, the 
Beijing International Film Festival 
has introduced an AIGC (artificial 
intelligence-generated
Short Film Unit, showcasing the 
application and innovation of Al 
technology within the film industry 
while also exploring how Al chal­
lenges and reshapes traditional cin­
ematic storytelling.

Co-organized by the School of 
Animation and Digital Arts of the 
Communication University of Chi­
na, the core activities of this unit 
include a forum for creators within 
the AIGC environment, a screening 
of outstanding entries from the 
inaugural BJIFF AIGC Short Film 
Competition, along with an awards 
ceremony.

Tang Junshu, the principal of this 
unit and a teacher at CUC, noted 
that participants from various 
backgrounds have taken part in 
this section. There are full-time 
AIGC artists, educators and stu­
dents from academia, directors and 
screenwriters from the film indus­
try, and even technical profession­
als from technology companies.

According to her, the younger 
generation has been at die fore­
front of AIGC creation. About half 
of the participants in this competi­
tion are in their 20s, with the 
youngest member at 11 years old 
and the oldest at 60.

The competition is the highlight 
of the event. The organizing com­
mittee received 430 submissions 
from across the globe, including 
entries from the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Austria, Japan, 
Malaysia, and other countries and 
regions. These submissions varied 
in duration, spanning from one to 
18 minutes. Among them, 23 
entries made it to the final round of 
judging.

Tang explained that the judging 
criteria for the AIGC section are

-si

Poster of the AIGC Short 
Film Unit of the 14th 
Beijing International Film 
Festival.
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Beijing International Film Festival introduces Al-generated short films, exploring 
innovation in storytelling and collaboration between Al and human creativity.
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Xu Jian shared some 
advice on interacting with 
visually impaired individuals 

and guide dogs at work.

W Correct posture for 

assistance
• When guiding individuals 

with guide dogs, stand in 

front of the guide dog's left 
side to lead.

• When assisting individu­
als using canes, stand in 

front of their left side and 
guide them forward by offer­
ing your elbow.

I

F M
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individuals,” 
he said. “These 
individuals are often 
overlooked, not because 
of lack of ability, but due 
to difficulties in traveling 
and limited opportunities.” 

Sun regularly shares her life 
with foster puppies on Douyin, 
the Chinese version of TikTok, 
to raise awareness about guide 
dogs. Some of her followers 
have even adopted retired 
guide dogs.

Xu is also actively working 
to create opportunities for 
visualty impaired individuals. 
As a public welfare advocate, 
she co-founded a platform 
with her friends that offers free 
assistance services. This plat­
form provides lessons in vari­
ous skills, such as dubbing, 
Braille, music, cooking, and 
computer and internet com­
munication. These lessons are 
tailored for the visually 
impaired and are taught by 
young volunteers.

“Some people hold the ster­
eotype that visually impaired 
individuals are only suited for 
massage work,” Xu said. “But 
that’s not true. They have a 
multitude of potential, and I’m 
dedicated to being a bridge, 
opening doors for them.”

>a

Another pair of eyes
According to Wang, along 

with the considerable training 
expenses, the selection and 
training process for guide dogs 
is also notably rigorous.

The Dalian center upholds 
its own breeding program to 
ensure high-quality lineage. Its 
research team diligently inves­
tigates the biology and genet­
ics of guide dog breeding.

“We maintain a success rate 
of 40 to 50 percent in guide 
dog training, which is relative­
ly high on a global scale,” said 
Wang Xin, a trainer who has 
been working at the center 
since 2010.

She explained that 90 per­
cent of the center’s guide dogs 
are Labradors, valued for their 
gentle nature and intelligence. 

Once suitable guide dog 
puppies are identified, they 
undergo personality' assess­
ments in the lab, followed by 
socialization techniques dur­
ing foster care and further 
evaluations.

One volunteer, sumamed 
Sun, has fostered four puppies 
since 2019. Her first puppy, 
Bohe, became a working guide 
dog in 2021, while the other 
three didn’t pass subsequent

Every year, 
the last Wednesday 

of April, which falls 
on April 24 this year, is 

celebrated as International 
Guide Dog Day, a commemo­

ration that reminds us how 
traveling with a guide dog 
remains challenging.

Even though Chinese law 
has allowed guide dogs in pub­
lic places since 2008, and 
despite continuous improve­
ments in public transportation 
over the years, Xu Jian, who is 
visually impaired and living in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong, still 
faces resistance from estab­
lishments like restaurants and 
hotels with her guide dog.

“Every time I go out, it takes 
a lot of communication to 
make sure I’m treated fairly?’ 
she said.

Xu, 43, has been battling a 
degenerative retinal disease 
since primary school. Despite 
losing her eyesight, she pur­
sued education and now works 
as a senior operations special­
ist at a coworking space. How­
ever, she’s always wanted 
greater independence.

So, in 2016, Xu applied for a 
guide dog at the China Guide 
Dog TYaining Center in Dalian, 
Northeast China’s Liaoning 
province. After waiting for 
over a year, she welcomed 
Daimeng into her life.

For the past seven years, Xu’s 
guide dog Daimeng has faith­
fully accompanied her to work 
and throughout her daily 
activities.

The Dalian center, founded 
in 2006 by Wang Jingyu, a pro­
fessor at Dalian Medical Uni­
versity, operates as a nonprofit 
organization. It is the first 
guide dog training facility on 
the Chinese mainland.

Over the years, the center 
has trained about 400 guide 
dogs, with more than 350 cur­
rently serving in 27 provinces 
and cities nationwide.

Despite these achievements, 
Wang said that China has over 
17.3 million visually impaired 
individuals, nearly three times 
the population of Dalian. 

“Many people express inter­
est in guide dog training, but 
few stay committed,” Wang 
said. He explained that the 
training of a guide dog at the 
center demands a minimum 
investment of 210,000 yuan 
($28,992), but the dogs are 
provided to visually impaired 
individuals free of charge.

Currently, the main funding 
for the Dalian center comes

W One question 

If you'd like to help, please 
ask first and communicate 
clearly. Do not touch or pull 

the visually impaired person 
directly.

From left to right: Wang Xin, a trainer at the 
China Guide Dog Training Center in Dalian, works 
with a guide dog. Hao Shuting (second from right) 
leads a group of student volunteers from Dalian 
Medical University in supporting guide dogs. 
Xu Jian, a visually impaired woman, and her 
guide dog Daimeng. provided to china daily

Human connection
Wang Jingyu finds the active 

involvement of young people 
in aiding the visually impaired 
quite impressive. He notes that 
most employees at the Dalian 
center are under 40 years old, 
with those aged 26 to 30 con­
stituting 40 percent of the 
staff.

Additionally, college and 
high school students visit the 
center annually to learn about 
guide dogs and participate in 
volunteer work.

“Young people are readily 
embracing and gaining a deep­
er understanding of minority 
groups like visually impaired

training 
and assess­

ments. One of 
was then 

adopted by Sun, and 
the other two also found 

loving homes through 
adoption.
“Raising guide dogs is 

quite different from raising pet 
dogs,” said Sun. She strictly 
adheres to the center’s guide­
lines for their care, including 
controlled feeding and teach­
ing the dogs to reject food 
when necessary. She also regu­
larly guides them along tactile 
paths during their outings.

After the fostering period, 
the dog candidates return to 
the center for about one and a 
half years of skill training, dur­
ing which they learn to navi­
gate obstacles and adjust to 
various road conditions.

Throughout the training 
process, guide dogs maybe dis­
qualified for various reasons, 
including their performance, 
physical health, personality, 
and psychological traits.

According to Wang Xin, an 
ideal guide dog should not be 
overly curious, excitable, or 
timid. “These characteristics 
could cause distractions dur­
ing work, which can be dan­
gerous for visually impaired 
individuals,” she explained.

However, even if the dogs 
successfully pass all evalua­
tions, they could still be dis­
qualified if they don’t enjoy the 
role of a guide dog, Wang Xin 
added. “Every guide dog that 
graduated from our center 
takes pride in its work and 
remains focused,” she said.

Typically, guide dogs serve 
for six to 10 years. Those who 
are disqualified or retired are 
usually adopted by their rais­
ers, the users themselves or 
their families, or volunteers.

Si
' A.

W Four “don’ts"
Do not call out to. touch, 

feed, or obstruct guide dogs 
while they are on duty.

r
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On International Guide Dog Day, challenges faced by guide dog users highlight 
ongoing struggles for the visually impaired community, Meng Wenjie reports.

from gov­
ernmental aid
and contributions 
from social organi­
zations. Dalian 
cal University 
provides free facilities and 
utilities. In 2008, the univer­
sity established a guide dog 
volunteer association, engag­
ing young student volunteers 
to support the center’s daily 
operations.

“We currently have over 800 
members, with an average age 
of 20,” said Hao Shuting, the 
president of the Dalian Medi­
cal University Guide Dog Vol­
unteer Association.

Hao, 19, explained that in 
addition to assisting with the 
center’s daily work every week, 
they also organize various 
activities to raise awareness 
about guide dogs.

For example, during 
the summer vacation of
2023, a group of vol­
unteers went back to 
their hometowns 
and displayed signs 
supporting guide 
dogs to passersby in 
busy locations across 
the country. They then 
shared these photos on the 
school website.
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Xiao Chao.. j csaftyrrc.r: nii'.k.nr! 
Chinese cleavers

rhe^utting-edge art
of Chinese cleavers

Anna Onuchlna (right). a Russian student liom 
Shenyang University ci Chemical TocJinologv. wtlle 
the Chinese chaiactei "loong' under the guidance ot 
Zhang Zhvnzhang (middle) at a cultural studio tn 
Shenyang. Liaoning, on April 20, pwwicto io oohs cwvr

Dj UXINRAN 
j,nd W YONG In Sixny ai« 
ItjWrAM i^r31fi.C»

1-0

B> 3EOU StiUQ111 Chai^lta 
rxirxi’rin .-i>i i -/jurr.vtaiZp-ftXni.>

Clockwise from left; Xi.io Chao tw.a hre -.ohe it non blades to make traditional Chinese ule-aver at his workshop in Changsha. Hunan province 
in Mar ch 2022. Xiao (right) poses wiih his colleague at hks workshop in March 2022, Xiao makes traditional Chinese deaver at his workshop in 
September 2022.

s t w

April 20 marked! die 15th United Nations Chinese I an- 
ftuaft Pay. In rekbraiion of this txvasiofu a groupof imema- 
llruuiJ students from 53ieny:ing University erf Cliemical 
Tbchnntogy gathered for a spedid extracurricular activity to 
explore ibc Chinese character for "draffat" - 'taW.

The special lesson took pl are » a cultural studio in site 
t aobchhl area of Shenyang. Northeast China's Hanning 
pPAtiwe. Durins U»eseston, Zhang Zhenzhons. an instruct­
or at the suidto and a member of the China Calligraphers 
Association, demonstrated more than 10 forms of the 
locmst" character, spanning fnxm jirtirwa™,. Um? ranck* Ikhic 
inscriptions — China's earliest documented font — toAs/- 
sAu. the stiindaftl call Igraphlc script mm numly- used today. 

Areortlinn loZhang. the diarader’toong’was selected for 
this event becaw this year is ilie Year of the Dragon, and 
“loong'* 5s a Chinese national intent In fart, {laincse people 
oftc n refer to themschvs as dcMxndnirte of the "Joong"

For Piritchapa Prakopj inda, a student from Thailand, the 
visit tn l-aobeLdil and ilw studio helped bring to life the Chi­
nese culture that she had previously learned only from text- 
barks. She pointed out that Ute special lesson on the 
character riooiig" pcnvitfcd fresh Insights into the langungit 

“I came to realize that the language has undergone a very 
intricate and exquisite transformation, which I think item- 
oiMtraEcs Chinese1 arsthetks and the indtnlw nanin* of Chi- 
□ese culture" die said.

Misheli Doridereiu. a Mongolian student, aliMi elaborated 
ran rhi-'ini-lushTni'S.sofChliU'.'*' culture,hut from .-i different 
angte. She was surprised w Irani that the mythical creature, 
tile "la mg", is a fusion erf various animals.

"Mr Zhang taught us that the •hying" defected in Chinese 
legends has the eyes <rf rabbits, tiie anilers of deer, and the 
body Of shakes, aiitorig other feabtlwk" she said. ”Thfa rtlust 
he uti.u be means by i&yiitf tiiM Chinese is tut hvlnov? i»n- 
piaffe."

Ikrtjdcmn also had the opportunity to witness sugar 
paintings, a trarliticin.il Chinese craft where artisans use syr­
up to create lniii>ge.< She liter rerehvcl a sugar painting fea- 
luring the ‘foong" character, "it was ho beautiful that 1 
couldn’t bear Ibeat it." shesakl.

IVw ftitwtan .stiident Anna Onurhina, she was only famil­
iar with the .simplified Chinese writing c»f the character 
"IffiMHf befon- Zhong displayed the ntulliple forms of Ute 
character.

"1 Icanted InilteS^sioti that ttuKK'lilneKech.trai-ieEx.an’ 
hirntglyphs, meaning titai they were invented bawd on hrnv 
the flbJsi-tS look 1 found Ute ’kxtetf ch.-inxl.-r in tlteorade 
btiiM*tn.teL'i[N inns full of ilynarnkm - one of them lookalike 
il lias a tail duped like tire, and anotlier has a much larger 
hte.nj," she said,

Zhang emphasised the imjxitiancc of learning aboni Chi- 
nesecharaciers in maslcring the language. “If you tnily wafll 
bOlindetsiahd the lartguagi?, vimi must cOflipteherid ihc his­
tory behind the characters' transfortnatfon, They carryover 
3,(XX) yeatxof cultural heritage anti transcend rirtM1," he raid. 

The sludMiUalso tried writing the character"kwtW with 
a hnijh. Kci.iing a firsilwod experience of rhe beauty of Chi 
nesi? calligraphy

Zhang was impressed by lhe sitting itileresl and actire 
participation shown hy die intem.itkm.-d suutems from 
SYlfCT. "I was deeply mover! hy ihr-lr enthustasin ant! 
antvod by their proficiency uf Chinese. The entire session 
w«conducted inniifteA’, and titeyfoltewedafoftgwitltoU! 
dlfltcufeijr Itesakl

Hou tn w, be .ilso MresMtl lhal masteri ng lhe Chimw lan­
guage is rwsimpfe task, and the students st il I haw a long way

? - - - 
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I have peisisted £oi almost 10 
years because I really like the 
job Whenever I acquire a new 
technique ar create a new
cleaver, I feel a strong sense of 
satisfaction."

.u--.

There arc ortly about five people raiakirig haiid- 
m.-wli' tndhtaul Chinew dMwr in Changgh*. 
11111.. 11 | .I ■ y.'iikie, and 2jl-yMr-o4(! Xku11 
youngest among them, with the average age- of lire 
others beiflgnviT SO years old.

Xiu> was bom in i!w> l-uxi.inht region In subur­
ban Changsha, where the history anil techniques erf 
making; Chini-sc cleavers date back for more than 
;‘kKt yeara

1b make a Chinese dealer, ibe Iran and sice! 
blAdv-s need to be healed to more than I.OOil C, and 
two p&w.« ftf Iran hLult’s nre*d tri be repeaiistty 
lummi-nti and quenched with one pieir <jf sieri 
Waite mon-than 2,00ft times.

Tinu. tnglqjMswaroreeopitteria-MpnA .. 
iniangiblr t-uInn al IterUagl' i n 201fi.

The Chinese cleaver, also known .is a Chiiksc 
iltef's knife, is a staple of ihc Chines.- kitchen 
-ival.sl in tlliiiiy imh' by the Wnk and r3iop-.li.-ks 
Chinese people hav c used the clras er for everything 
from -.il I I,' i -I' r, r:> '- i.' --'iT -> ..ipi:-.'

Xiaos fal hi■ r runs a cl.-;n. r store in Cha ngslin to 
he is familiar with the industry .uni lus been fasci­
nated by m.Lkitu'ih-arers sinrechiWhood.

He siart.il tn team th.;- t.vhns<]ii..-s in 2i.n1 at the 
.^e of Ip and has become a full-ilmei-liviver maki-t 
far almost TO years.

Ix-aming the whnlqyk s has h.w! ii.s .liffi.-silti.'s 
With WOTperatu res rising in i ihi-ln-ai is die 
first thing he timsl on(w- with, vsptteially during 
smi-nricr.lais uh. i 111. ii‘.|r r.ilurv ir I I .ir,..<i., 
ran v.isiiy list1 U5 10C MwWT*r, the |Hiiv physical 
labor of Iranum-i ing h.«s been exhausting

Making a rieaxvr islimi-COnsiim in;; Xfao.-aid he 
ran iniit.i-alinc.MI.Win letoWin.nla> psalto. Ian 
gerous, as eviiienct-d hy Ins li.uitls which are nn - 
.-red with injuries from bl.xde cuts imd bums

His life ha-, been occupied hi work He nuke-, 
i teaiers in tin- morning, manages his.vk-.iVfi simp 
in the afternoon, acid sells cleaver products on the 
sh.wt video plat ft .mi I h aiyin, the Chinese version of 
I ikliik.inlhriAMiitig.

‘I wnrk .dmre-i 13 lirairsa day and srlilojn l.ikr.i 
break even 1 n er the wcckeisd," lie hi kt

Xiao h.v. tavn pas-iimale .iImhh lni|iftniiix ids 
li-vhciiqui-.s. .uni JramiTiXlhe pt««-.ssrrf making dif­
ferent new products h.v, also lxs-n fulfilling for 
him

“1 have ix-rsislwl foi ahiKK.1 10 years Ixnyuire I

:43 online 

jrar ‘-'atch the y-xteo 

te/SMnnlnp.
■'g-J.i the cede

Young artisan Xiao Chao preserves the centuries-old craft of hand-making 
' i j r i i ::;; '!. • ■ i ■. ■ r y;, I a c i ng 111«i it i h 11 e nges of mod e r n iza tion while b uild ing 

a devoted following through online platforms.

Zhang, wlwttxirited asa reflegf professor foryvnrs before 
retiring, views education ,is,i pnxessof "wedirijf.

This session merely provided the siudcntswilh a glimpse 
into the richness and clurm of lhe Chinese langna®*," hr 
explained. "It s like planting a seed in their hearts. Wt don't 
taww when .ITbow it will Noom. but hopefully, o«ed;>y. thei r 
interest and u ml winding ofthe langiragj? will cnntiihiiie 
to the ontrervaiion of Oiinere rulhtre amt facilitate cross■ 
cultural cooinwt nication"

really like ihe jnb Whenever I .ux|tiire a new iis h- 
niqiicorcrL-.iic.i r.i'w cli-.iver, I ftelaslrongreiiwtrf 
<iti<f.K-lJon,"h>*.,i:l.

HWfV.T, Xian alto res il-. In f;ure Ihc r.-aiiiy th.it 
liaudmadr ck-avers do not yield much prolit with 
1 be peo-atenev of m.»eh ine-sri.ute ones being sold .it 
Cheap prio.S

lit- ma! the avn.iyT priivirf tiixclv.iiers is about 
IlKlyiuni '■'il.’i.M i m h. If the prices drop any lower. 
hishnsin.ssc.-inn.rf mala.-., pn.fi?

Tocxpand dir sales channels, Xiao has opened an 
online Store on Tiohan. and also sells products via 
llvcstreainlng on ftemyin

His f.itiiiwers on IVmyin have nuvv sairpansed 
13,0(10 Hy posting vain M of his daily life makinji 

. -..il\1.I|.|l;.: II-.' i. sl .n. ..’ ll,, 1
eteto i-i.ls well as bi s 11 iffi-teiin s f i nan hi Im cTp.w ei s, 
Xiao has narisetixl malty tlio-luni Ians who would 
buy all his new products

-Till", Insrf Iiaodmaili- il.-ao-is as atiwofks as 
each one is diffe-n-nt and ixinl.iirislite effntls of 11m- 
workers," Xiao said.

Mil l... Hl. from Xi nrt,SJUl.inxi province, i-ron.-of 
Xiao's fans

“I believe each ckswr is unique and a piece of art 
(inly those win;, indy iui.l.-rst..nd .t i-.in make .. 
lliX.rn|ilalily <Tiil'.t-a- rli'.tiri , .Old X’.io aS Otte- of 
tltem.'' he said

Mil says l*c likes COOtong, .mtl knives .ire very 
important Kmls Im him 11«-hcoiniv .1 fan of Xiao in 
2032 ami li.ts bought almost SQ1 li-.wi-rs froni him 
bectooclte ht lii-vr-;il-.cy.-.rehcitcr 1 h.m all ih.-..th 
er tn-.irHlsofkiiiu-.slu-li.is umiI

ltowevri. he saul that lhe Luwiiuihi- 1 leavers

h

Ha?
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need mon- advertising and proniotiun to prevent 
1 hem from becoming .1 filing lira nd

Til. gmemmenialto needs to Invpst more in pro­
tecting pnxhicts of tlte count ry s ititaiigable r.tlhiral 
beriiage; otherwite they mighi Im- replaced bj 
m.-irhitie-iii:id. ' cleavers -cimwlay, Mu added

ZiniuZhenkr. ;5f?,]hcs in Manila, ilhr Philippines, 
and is also .1 fimtif Jims products, lie wa* suit to 
work in Manila by Ills company Iasi year and lias 
lxvn missing ChliM-se food very much. .After 1 ryinji 
various foreign knives which he didn't like, be 
bought several el. avers from Xiao's llvestieaming 
sessions, am! Ii uxdi mi r a month for ihem 10 be 
sliipjwd to the city.

"I hnwhraifthl iT/irv than 10<-l..tiers from Xl-io 
The Ciiiru-M' kniw-s have marie the Chinese fis sl 
man-authentic, which Lssriolhing forsonnxHK- liv­
ing ravr*.,-.^ he.said

Xlmti was Impressed by Xiao's, fcieus on i-rafis 
tnanship. bill hr also ttelfevcs that addition.il pro- 
motion is nrested for ito- cle-wers to be known hi 
more jvs-jpi.*

Xiao's products are very creative, arid the stjte 
lias hi.s.-n iipdalisl to cater Io modem tastes, Zhou 
said if more iropte know about them they will 
becYirne popular, Itc aridetL

Xiao raid il Ls ,dso difficiilt to find jming: people 
interested i H learn i ng to make Chi r..-g- C I..-..-,. r-,rf 
requires- han.1 labor and v,.irking in umgli ctuwll- 
ticflis, but he will continue the work and In to find 
new ways to promote his products

Sin.T 2CH2, Xlh 1 has been nweiv ing nseiI la ewer- 
age, which has contribulMl to the sale of his cleav- 
.TS I li.w.1. r. persisting to the trade is Ikrf e.isy fi.r 
him due to iln- itemaniling physical laTxir anal Un- 
rrlLii iasiif of utrn-r young iMoph- in learn the craft, 
he snii I.

Tl|i- tin-.y work h.v, al.-Ji ISl.11 If it haul fin lulls It. 
liml siiil.ihk'lilepaiIni rs “My entire lifecurteiilly 
revnlvcs around makingaswt selling Chim-recl.-.o•• 
cr< so tlwne are few- opportunities far inc to meet 
potential partners. Plus, I'm ti m isi ikh of a ram.nil k 
and Idealist to go on bli115.ll dates arranged by my 
parents," he said

\Vtii’ni"vi'r he r-in si|U«w in srani- spare time, 
Xi.111 .lists likes singing .uh! playing tin- guitar and 
piano. I lc has posted vklcostsf hlmsdf sinRins anti 
playing ilir yiiiia.r nn Ikniyiii which, h.ive abai 
iiiviwtl positive feed Isu k

"If the business rrully . .mnot sitstnin il.-aclf I 
UliglCf. : •< . 11 p:t.fi-.s-.snialMligpr,"he
said
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