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and ZHOU LANXU

Aj

Americans are going to vote in 
November to determine who is 
going to be the next president of 
the United States. Donald Trump, 
a past president, had in his last 
campaign used the slogan “Make 
America Great Again” He foiled to 
make America great again during 
his tenure. He vows to come back 
and finish his job. Joe Biden, the 
current president, followed 
TYump’s path of promoting Amer­
ica’s interests by imposing tariffs 
and sanctions on various coun­
tries and companies. He also did 
not make America great. 

The US’ stature in the world 
has fallen to a new low, particu­
larly after it vetoed the widely 
supported United Nations reso­
lution to give Palestine recogni­
tion as a state and a member of 
the UN. Robert Wood, US alter-

Contact the writers at
ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn

Protesters wave flags and set off flares on Saturday during a pro-Palestinian demonstration on Waterloo Bridge, London, the United King­
dom. Israel struck parts of Gaza including Rafah on Saturday after announcing an evacuation order. The United Nations warned of an "epic"
disaster if an outright invasion of Rafah goes ahead, henry nicholls / afp

nate representative for special 
political affoirs in the UN, disin­
genuously told the Security 
Council that the veto “does not 
reflect opposition to Palestinian 
statehood but instead is an 
acknowledgment that it will only 
come from direct negotiations 
between the parties” 

With such disingenuousness, 
how can America stand in the 
world as a great nation? What 
makes a nation great? In Confu­
cianism, a strong nation based on 
military might is distinguished 
from a great nation that is based 
on moral integrity. The latter is 
called a nation based on “wang- 
dao” (the way of a stately nation); 
the former is merely a nation 
based on “badao" (the way of a 
hegemon). Nations that practice 
wangdao win the admiration of 
other nations. Nations that prac­
tice badao are despised.

By XU WEI 
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn
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economy still faces pressures from 
weak demand as price levels 
remain subdued, highlighting the 
need for proactive fiscal policy to 
stay front-loaded and the rising 
possibility of monetary authorities 
delivering further cuts in the RRR 
and interest rates.

Financial data also pointed to 
lackluster demand, as the PBOC said 
on Saturday that the country’s incre­
ment in aggregate social financing 
— the total amount of financing to 
the real economy — came in at 12.73 
trillion yuan ($1.8 trillion) in die first 
four months of the year, down $3.04 
trillion yuan compared with the 
same period last year.

Louise Loo, lead economist at 
British think tank Oxford Econom­
ics, said that given the increased 
role of banks in stabilizing the 
property sector and the risk of their 
reduced profitability, the PBOC 
will likely lean on tools other than 
aggressive outright benchmark 
rate cuts to maintain an accommo­
dative liquidity environment, 
including RRR cuts.

the elevation of ties with two of 
China’s key European partners. 
This was underpinned by a host of 
bilateral agreements to build up 
economic, trade and people-to- 
people exchanges.

In Belgrade, Xi and Serbian Pres­
ident Aleksandar Vucic signed a 
joint statement on building a Chi­
na-Serbia community with a 
shared future in the new era, while 
China unveiled six major steps to 
support the move, including a free 
trade agreement and the opening 
of more direct flights.

Wang said that building a com­
munity with a shared future not 
only signifies the deepening of the 
long-standing friendship between 
China and Serbia, but also high­
lights the values that are common 
to both sides.

It will undoubtedly become a 
new milestone in the history of Chi­
na-Serbia relations, helping both 
countries to accelerate their respec­
tive modernization processes and 
expand the vibrant practice of 
building a community with a 
shared future for mankind, he said. 

A landmark moment of the trip 
was the gathering of around 20,000 
people in front of the Palace of Ser­
bia to greet the Chinese president, 
with people in the crowd waving 
the flags of the two nations and 
cheering for China.

The moment “evoked a keen 
feeling on the genuine sentiment 
of the Serbian people toward the 
Chinese people and their pro­
found respect for President Xi,” 
Wang said.

In Budapest, the traditional 
friendship was harnessed as the 
two nations pledged to build an 
all-weather comprehensive strate­
gic partnership for the new era.

Hungarian Foreign Minister 
Peter Szijjarto described the visit 
as “a milestone in bilateral rela­
tions”, saying that the elevation of 
bilateral ties reflected the rightful­
ness of the nation’s China policy. 

“We are very happy with the 
Chinese investments in Hungary. 
We encourage more to come 
because they’re modern, state-of- 
the-art investments which create 
a lot of jobs. This is good for our 
national economy, good for our 
people and our families,” he said.

Russia claims 
advances in 
Kharkiv area

www.chinadailyglobal.com
A member of

President Xi Jinping’s six-day trip 
to Europe has opened new chapters 
of relationships with China’s key 
partners, and the visit heralds a 
new era of ties with Europe through 
enhanced solidarity, mutual trust 
and confidence, according to senior 
diplomats and analysts.

Xi’s recently concluded tour of 
France, Serbia and Hungary, 
which included over 30 diplomat­
ic engagements with leaders of 
the three countries between May 
5 and 10, was a resounding suc­
cess, with implications and signif­
icance far beyond the bilateral 
level, they said.

In France, the president’s visit, 
which coincided with the 60th 
anniversary of the establishment 
of bilateral relations, set the stage 
for reaffirming a long-standing 
partnership.

Beijing and Paris signed 18 bilat­
eral cooperation documents in 
areas such as green development, 
aviation, agrifood, commerce and 
people-to-people exchanges. They 
also issued four joint statements 
on the situation in the Middle 
East, artificial intelligence and 
global governance, partnership in 
biodiversity and oceans, and agri­
cultural cooperation.

In an interview with reporters 
after the visit concluded, Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said that Xi and 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron had reached a host of key 
consensuses on developing the 
bilateral relations, while agreeing 
to consolidate the strategic stabili­
ty of bilateral ties and tap the 
broad potential of mutually bene­
ficial cooperation.

The two leaders pledged steps 
to accelerate people-to-people 
exchanges and build greater con­
sensus on global cooperation.

Interactions between the two 
heads of state at Tourmalet — a 
pass in the Pyrenees mountains 
that is dear to President Macron 
because he enjoyed visiting his 
grandmother there when he was a 
child — marked a major highlight 
of Xi’s France trip.

The Chinese president’s trip to 
Belgrade and Budapest cemented 
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every single country in the world 
to take this very seriously.”

Krahenbuhl said an important 
and resonant message from China 
was when President Xi Jinping 
highlighted that humanitarianism 
is the great consensus that can unite 
different civilizations during a 
meeting in September with ICRC 
President Mirjana Spoljaric.

“I find that a voice like China’s is 
heard on the need to respect civil­
ians in times of armed conflict, on 
the importance of protecting prison­
ers of war, as well as (the importance 
of showing) respect to women and 
children and refugees, displaced 
persons in times of war,” he said.

Disrespect for international 
humanitarian law is documented 
every day, evidenced by the loss of 
lives and suffering inflicted by vio­
lence in several countries and 
regions.
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By WANG XIAO YU
wangmaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

the nation’s producer price index, 
which gauges factory-gate prices, 
stayed negative for the 19th con­
secutive month, dropping 2.5 per­
cent year-on-year in April, 
following a 2.8 percent fall in 
March, the NBS said.

Wu said he anticipates that the 
PPI decline may narrow to 1.6 per­
cent in May amid policy support, 
even though it is likely to register 
negative growth for the full year.

The persistently low price levels 
have received attention from poli­
cymakers. The People’s Bank of Chi­
na, the country’s central bank, said 
on Friday in its first-quarter mone­
tary policy report that it “will treat 
maintaining price stability and 
promoting moderate price recov­
ery as key considerations in the for­
mulation of monetary policy”.

The PBOC report said the funda­
mental reason for current low price 
levels is insufficient demand com­
pared with supply in the real econo­
my, instead of inadequate money 
supply, adding that price levels are 
expected to mildly recover during 
the rest of the year.

Xiong Yuan, chief economist at 
Guosheng Securities, said the 

Visitors stop to admire digitally restored exhibits on Saturday at 
the International Touring Exhibition of the Digital Restoration of 
the Tianlongshan Grottoes in Zappeion Hall in Athens, Greece. The 
tour was jointly initiated by the Taiyuan Tianlongshan Grottoes 
Museum in Shanxi province and domestic and international aca­
demic institutions, zhao jindong / for china daily

African team joining village super 
league in an exchange boosts ties 
LIFE, PAGE 14

Significance of trips to France, Serbia 
and Hungary goes beyond bilateral level

Pierre
Krahenbuhl

percent increase in March. 
“The improvement in the CPI 

indicates that China’s economy is 
steadily recovering and the econo­
my’s endogenous driving force is 
strengthening. The consumer 
demand recovery trend has been 
further consolidated,” said Zhang 
Xuewu, head of the price analysis 
and forecasting division at the 
National Development and 
Reform Commission’s Price Moni­
toring Center.

Zhang said he anticipates a mod­
est rise in overall price levels, as 
domestic demand is set to continue 
to improve, with a series of policies 
aimed at boosting consumption and 
expanding investment taking effect, 
such as advancing large-scale equip­
ment renewal and trade-in of con­
sumer goods.

Wu Chaoming, deputy director of 
the Chasing International Econom­
ic Institute, estimated that the CPI 
may rise around 0.2 percent year- 
on-year in May, backed by a modest 
rise in pork price levels, the steady 
economic recovery trend and mild 
recovery in services demand.

While China’s consumer prices 
stabilized in April, the growth in

Stabilizing economy augurs 
well for more global growth
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China is an 
important con­
tributor to glob­
al humanitarian 
efforts and a key 
partner of the
International
Committee of 
the Red Cross in 
a world of 
intense con­

flicts, said a senior official of the 
organization.

“The ICRC is trying to ensure 
that international humanitarian 
law is a political priority every­
where in the world,” said Pierre 
Krahenbuhl, director-general of 
the ICRC, in an exclusive interview 
with China Daily in Beijing last 
week. “And when a country like 
China takes a position on that, we 
think it’s important, and we want

fee?
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Nation’s efforts to uphold 
humanitarian law hailed
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China’s economy is showing 
fresh signs of modest recovery, 
while pressures from still-weak 
demand remain, heightening the 
need for more stimulus to bolster 
the world’s second-largest econo­
my, analysts said.

They also said that policy easing is 
likely to continue in the following 
months, including a small uptick in 
the fiscal impulse and further reduc­
tions in banks’ reserve requirement 
ratio — the proportion of deposits 
that banks must keep in cash as a 
reserve — and policy benchmarks 
for interest rates.

Their comments came as data 
from the National Bureau of Statis­
tics showed on Saturday that the 
country’s consumer price index, 
which is a key indicator of infla­
tion, rose 0.3 percent year-on-year 
in April after a 0.1 percent gain in 
March.

The core CPI, which excludes vol­
atile food and energy prices and is 
deemed a better gauge of the supply­
demand relationship, grew 0.7 per­
cent year-on-year in April, after a 0.6

J

Disparaging, 
containing
China will not 
make US great
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Exhibition of
ancient bronzes
in Hong Kong

illuminates
culture, history
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By CHU MENGMENG 
in Hong Kong 

Xinhua

uring her five-day 
study trip to Central 
China’s Henan pro­
vince in April last

year, Chun Wai-wa marveled at 
the high degree of development 
of ancient Chinese civilization 
while exploring the ruins of cit­
ies dating back 2,000 to 4,000 
years.

“How can I pass on my deep 
feeling to the audience in Hong 
Kong?” pondered Chun, assist­
ant curator of the Hong Kong 
Museum of History, as she and 
her colleagues crafted plans for 
the first exhibition of the Gener­
al History of China Series.

One year later, more than 150 
sets of cultural relics from 15 
institutions in eight cities in 
Henan have been transported 
south to Hong Kong and are on 
display in the museum of histo­
ry from April 3 to July 8, telling 
the story of Chinese civilization 
in this international metropolis.

A bronze ding, a holding vessel, is on exhibition at the Hong 
Kong Museum of History, lyu xiaowei / xinhua
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I

Ritual vessels (above) and drinking vessels (below) attract audi­
ences at the exhibition, hou yu / china news service and zhu wei / xinhua

A bronze zhong. or bell, 
on display. 

LYU XIAOWEI/XINHUA

Bronze bells and ritual vessels (above) and holding vessels 
(below) on display, hou yu / china news service and zhu wei / xinhua

A bronze zun, a drinking vessel, exhibited at the Hong Kong 
Museum of History zhu wei / xinhua

A bronze ge, a cooking 
vessel, on display 

HOU YU / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

Relics head south
After nearly a year of prepara­

tion, relics from all over Henan 
arrived at the Henan Museum this 
March for transportation south.

Many of the exhibits are “pop­
ular stars” with a tight exhibi­
tion schedule. As a result, the 
handover was limited to only 
three and a half days. Experts 
from both sides checked and 
meticulously recorded every 
detailed feature of each item.

It was the first time Wong Yun- 
Chiu, assistant curator from the 
Conservation Office of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region government, had handled 
so many ancient bronzes.

“I learned some traditional as
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Central plains origins
Titled Center of the World, the 

exhibition aims to trace the origin 
of Chinese civilization, focusing on 
the Xia (c.21st cen- 
tury-16th century
BC), Shang (c.l6th 
century-llth centu­
ry BC) and Zhou 
(c.llth century-
256BC), the three 
earliest dynasties in 
Chinese history, 
which are collec­
tively referred to as 
the Bronze Age.

But why Henan? 
According to Hui 
Siu-mui, curator of 
the HKMH, Henan 
houses the ruins of 
the capitals of all 
three dynasties, and 
numerous cultural
relics have been unearthed in the 
region.

The Hong Kong curators’ idea 
was echoed by their Henan coun­
terparts as soon as the latter was 
contacted.

“We have always paid great 
attention to cultural exchanges via 
relics, as it is a good way to vividly 
tell the story of Chinese civiliza­
tion,” said Ren Wei, director of the 
Henan Provincial Administration 
of Cultural Heritage.

Cultural relics from Henan 
embodied the essence of Chinese 
civilization and could definitely 
unleash unique charm in Hong 
Kong, where diversified cultures 
exchange and blend with one 
another, Ren added.

Upon returning to Hong Kong, 
Chun and her colleagues started 
going through a large amount of

w
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Precious items from Central 
China highlight civilization 
spanning three dynasties

photos, videos and documents col­
lected during their trip to Henan 
and picked out the most repre­
sentative relics to piece together a 
holistic picture of China’s Bronze 
Age.

A total of 15 institutions coordi­
nated, and finally agreed to offer 
collections, including large and 
complete sets of bronze, jade and 
bone wares, pottery, and oracle 
bones. IPs noteworthy that 33 items 
are grade-one national treasures 
and about 40 items are on display 
outside Henan for the first time.

As both the Hong Kong and Hen­
an teams aimed to 
display more of the 
latest achievements 
in Chinese archaeol­
ogy, there are also 44 
items unearthed aft­
er the year 2000.

A lot of details of 
the exhibition also 
demonstrate the 
joint efforts made by 
the two sides during 
a year of intensive 
cooperation. For 
instance, to provide 
high-defmition pic­
tures for the catalog, 
the Henan team 
made efforts to find 
a venue suitable to

take a group photo of a huge set of 
bronze ritual objects.
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display 
arrangement also
highlighted the
security of the rel­
ics. “Based upon
that consideration, we then fig­
ured out the best ways that allow 
the audience to appreciate the 
time-honored craftsmanship,”
Wong said.

During the exhibition, the con­
dition of the cultural relics is 
monitored by Wong and his col­
leagues around the clock, with 
key indicators including temper­
ature, humidity, the intensity of 
illuminance and the impurity 
level of the environment.

“The suitable humidity of 
bronze wares is under 40 per­
cent. As for oracle bones, it 
should be a little higher than 50 
percent,” Wong explained, add­
ing that close attention was paid 
to this as Hong Kong is much 
more humid than Henan.1

well as innovative restoration 
methods from my Henan peers,” 
Wong said, adding that chemical 
analysis adopted at the Henan 
Museum reinterpreted the 
bronze-casting techniques of 
ancient times.

To safely ship the precious items, 
a number of packaging boxes were 
customized in special sizes and 
shapes. Every step of the transpor­
tation process was examined again 
and again.

The lid of the Wangziwu Ding of 
the Spring and Autumn Period, 
having been evaluated by experts 
to be in a rather 
fragile state, was 
left behind in Hen­
an. A ding is a hold­
ing vessel from 
ancient times.

“It pained us to 
make the deci­
sion,” Chun said, 
“but the ‘blessing 
in disguise’ may be 
that the audience 
can view the 
inscriptions inside 
the ding without 
its lid.”

The

■

Immersive experience
Apart from works related 

directly to those cultural relics, 
it was also a priority for the 
Hong Kong curators to find sim­
ple and interesting ways to illus­
trate to visitors history that 
dates back thousands of years.

The exhibition is supplement­
ed by several multimedia devi­
ces to achieve this. At the 
entrance of the exhibition hall, 
visitors can view a short video 
summarizing the history of the 
three dynasties.

Illustrations are placed beside 
certain exhibits to explain their 
features or related stories. There 
is even an interactive video in the 
display area of some oracle bones 
that allows people to experience 
the divination ritual of the Shang 
Dynasty.

On the first two days of the 
exhibition, the Huaxia Ancient 
Music Orchestra of the Henan 
Museum staged an ancient Chi­
nese musical performance for 
Hong Kong visitors. Dressed in 
traditional Chinese clothing, 
actors played ancient tones 
recorded in historical documents 
using musical instruments that 
imitated ancient ones.

Other programs on the fringe 
of the exhibition in the upcom­

ing months 
include forums, 
lectures,
handicraft work­
shops, organized 
jointly by Hong
Kong and Henan.
A study trip of
Hong Kong histo­
ry teachers to 
Henan is sched­
uled for June.

By April 22, the 
exhibition had 
welcomed around
39,000 visitors.

Launched by 
the Chinese Cul­
ture Promotion
Office of the
HKSAR govern­

ment in collaboration with the 
HKMH, the exhibitions of the 
General History of China Series 
will last five years and display 
historical relics of significant 
periods in chronological order. 

A ding of the Western Zhou 
Dynasty (c.llth century-771 BC), 
with an old label stuck to it, 
stands out among the exhibits.

It has been deliberately kept 
as a witness of the story of peo­
ple protecting cultural relics 
from gunfire during the War of 
Resistance against Japanese 
Aggression (1931-45).

Hui said through the exhibi­
tion, “We want to show to the 
audience not only the ancient 
Chinese civilization, but also its 
inheritance and transmission.”
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Kuang Hanying contributed to
this story.

2023 has been confirmed as the 
warmest year in global temperature 
data records going back to 1850. We 
probably have no records from ear­
lier. 2023 had a global average tem­
perature that was 0.17 C higher 
than the previous highest annual 
reading in 2016. According to 
“Underfinanced. Underprepared.”, 
the new report from the United 
Nations Environment Programme, 
“progress on climate adaptation is 
slowing on all fronts, with the 
financing gap now at a staggering 
$194-366 billion per year” 

China has invested heavily to fight 
climate change. China’s National 
Greening Commission reported that 
the country added 3.998 million 
hectares of forest in 2023, up from 
3.83 million hectares of afforestation 
in 2022. China restored 4.379 mil­
lion hectares of degraded grassland 
and treated 1.905 million hectares of 
sandy and stony land. The country’s 
investment in its “new three” key 
products — electric vehicles, lithi­
um-ion batteries and solar panels —

The author is director of Pan Sutong 
Shanghai-HKEconomic Policy
Research Institute, Lingnan Uni­
versity. The views do not necessari­
ly reflect those of China Daily.
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it needs to keep its word, stand 
with the people of the world to stop 
and to prevent wars, and behave in 
a responsible way when managing 
its own finances. It must not say 
one tiling and do another. 

America has repeatedly declared it 
abides by the one-China principle— 
Taiwan is part of China — but is arm­
ing Taiwan and continues with its 
support for its separatist government. 
America used to be a defender of free 
markets and fair play. But politicians 
from both major US parties have 
introduced a new'bill that w'ould ban 
TikTok unless its parent company, 
ByteDance, agrees to sell the app to a 
non-Chinese company. They alleged 
without any evidence that the Chinese 
government could force ByteDance to 
hand over data on Tiklbk’s 170 million 
US users. This accusation is entirety 
groundless, as are the alleged “geno­
cide” of the Uyghurs and “forced 
labor1; which independent auditing 
agencies have found to be untrue.

Palestine’s lack of statehood is help­
ing Israel to continue to occupy Pales­
tinian land and subject Palestinians to 
exploitation. There is a dear conflict 
of interest in asking Israel and Pales­
tine to come to an agreement. Israel is 
backed by the US and is aimed to the 
teeth. Palestine is impoverished and 
weak militarily. The two are not on 
equal standing. How can a fair agree­
ment come about?

The point of this article is not so 
much about Palestine’s statehood as 
about the relationship between moral 
integrity and a country’s greatness. A 
country that is just feared but not 
admired cannot be great Living in 
the 21st century, we have so many 
urgent things that we need to address 
just to survive, but the US is ignoring 
these existential issues feeing human­
ity. Drumming up false narratives to 
bad-mouth China and doing all it can 
to contain China so it can retain its 
hegemony over the world can never 
make America a great nation.

By HOU CHENCHEN
houchenchen@chinadaily.com.cn

indeed a positive change,” he said. 
Young French travelers avoid 

countries that have lengthy visa 
application procedures, he said, 
adding that being on a limited bud­
get, paying for airfare only to have a 
visa application rejected makes lit­
tle financial sense for them.

“My colleagues in global compa­
nies find it much simpler to travel. 
When organizing events that 
require inviting foreign guests, we 
shouldn’t have to worry about visa 
processing time. T\vo-week visa-free 
access allows people to explore busi­
ness opportunities in China.”

Laura Carbonell, a sales manager 
in Toledo, which is about 75 kilome­
ters away from the Spanish capital 
Madrid, said she visited China in 
November before the visa-free poli­
cy w'as introduced. Even something 
like how fer away an embassy or 
consulate is from a potential visa 
applicant’s home can influence their 
travel decisions, she said.

“I realty wanted to visit China to 
enjoy its culture and scenery. How­

attend events including one to cele­
brate the 120th anniversary of the 
Red Cross Society of China, which 
was held in Beijing on Wednesday. 

“The ICRC is realty developing 
contacts and dialogue in many parts 
of these Chinese establishments and 
we welcome that,” he said.

He noted that the Red Cross Soci­
ety of China has not only played a 
significant role at a national level in 
delivering emergency response to 
natural disasters, enhancing first- 
aid capabilities and promoting 
blood donations, but has also con­

tributed to international humani­
tarian efforts such as supporting 
the ICRC’s operations in Afghani­
stan and Ukraine in recent years. 

“There is another dimension that 
we value greatly, w'hich is the fact that 
the Red Cross Society of China has 
invested a lot of energy and attention 
in developing its international acade­
my that focuses strongly on the 
humanitarian principles and interna­
tional humanitarian law,” he said.

As the year 2024 marks the 75th 
anniversary of the Geneva Conven­
tions, Krahenbuhl said that disre­

: V1

spect for the rules of the conventions 
can lead to increased suffering and 
greater destruction, while better 
respecting the rules of international 
humanitarian law is a step toward 
resumption of peace talks.

Dialogue, which is essential to 
resolving conflicts and restoring 
peace, also holds the key to ICRC’s 
cooperation with China since it 
established its regional delegation 
for East Asia in Beijing in 2005.

“When we opened this delegation 
here in Beijing, our objective was to 
deepen our understanding of Chi­
na’s perspective and experiences 
related to development, to coopera­
tion, to peace,” he said, adding that 
it is also important for the ICRC to 

To accommodate the sudden 
increase of independent tourists 
after the implementation of the 
visa-free policy, tour agencies have 
designed personalized mini-tour 
products and city walks in Shang­
hai. They have also established 
tourism itineraries covering Shang­
hai, the Yangtze River Delta and 
other cities, Zhou said.

share with China its expertise on 
international humanitarian law 
and its practical work in reducing 
suffering amid violence and war.

“We felt that it was of great 
importance to have a deeper rela­
tionship with Chinese institutions 
to be able to exchange (experien­
ces) about these, to learn from 
each other,” he said.

Hating observed “very positive 
and important” development of such 
work in China, Krahenbuhl said the 
ICRC “will always be very interested 
— and I will always be very interest­
ed — to continue the conversation 
with (the) Chinese leadership and 
with Chinese institutions”

r 
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industry has been keeping an eye on 
long-term China-Europe relations 
and the continuity of the visa policy,” 
he said.

He added that now that China has 
given a clear answer on opening its 
door to Europe through successive 
policies, it signals to the world the 
promise of a prosperous future.

Although there has not been a 
sharp rise in the number of European 
tour groups coming to China till now; 
the number of independent travelers 
indicates the upside of the visa-free 
policy.

Ctrip data said that on March 14 
alone, when the visa-free rules took 
effect, the number of inbound tour­
ism orders from the six newly-added 
countries more than doubled com­
pared with last year. The number of 
orders from Belgium, Hungary and 
Switzerland tripled.

According to data from tour oper­
ator Tongcheng Travel, flight book­
ings to China from European 
countries on the first visa-exemp­
tion list have shown remarkable

because it found them to be general­
ly conducive to peace among all 
countries, Krahenbuhl said.

“China is a very important coun­
try, and as a state party to the 
Geneva Conventions, it plays an 
important role in highlighting the 
importance of respecting the rules 
during times of armed conflict.”

Krahenbuhl made a visit to Chi­
na last w'eek — his first overseas 
trip since he assumed the role of 
ICRC director-general in April — to 
hold a series of meetings with Chi­
nese government bodies and 

China decided last w'eek to extend 
the short-stay visa-exemption policy 
for citizens of 12 countries, of which 
11 are European nations, to the end 
of 2025. This extension underscores 
the prospects of China-Europe 
engagement in the years ahead and 
wall bring a fresh wave of European 
tourists to China, analysts said.

The nation announced a visa-free 
policy for five European countries — 
France, Germany, Italy, the Nether­
lands and Spain — from Dec 1 of last 
year to Nov 30 this year, with people 
from these countries alkwed to stay 
on the mainland for up to 15 days for 
business, tourism, family trips or 
transit without a visa.

The visa-free policy was then 
extended to another six European 
countries: Switzerland, Ireland, 
Hungary, Austria, Belgium and 
Luxembourg, from March 14 to 
Nov 30 to further boost inbound 
tourism.

During his visit to France last 
w'eek, President Xi Jinping said that 
China welcomes visits by more peo­
ple from France, and will extend the 
short-stay visa-exemption policy for 
citizens from 12 countries, including 
France, to the end of 2025.

“The recent extension of both the 
time limit and the list of countries 
brings a positive outlook for the 
long run. It alleviates concerns 
among European stakeholders 
regarding the policy’s duration,” 
said Peng Han, chief analyst for 
tourism media company Travel 
Daily.

Travel Daily data shows that the 
total number of inbound tourists 
from visa-exempt countries in 
Southeast Asia such as Singapore, 
Malaysia and Thailand increased 
by about 2.5-fold year-on-year dur­
ing the Labor Day holiday. In con­
trast, inbound tourism from 
Europe as of this year stood at only 
30 percent of 2019 figures.

According to Peng, European 
operators typically formulate out­
bound tourism plans for the follow­
ing year in June and July, and 
decisions on whether to engage with 
Chinese products hinge on whether 
they receive a clear answer in time. 

“Will China’s visa-free policy for 
European countries continue next 
year, or will it be discontinued? The

A boy looks on while standing next to a wheelbarrow on Saturday 
after floods ravaged the Sheikh Jalal District of Baghlan Province 
in Afghanistan. More than 330 people were killed as torrential 
rain and flash floods submerged large parts of Baghlan, Takhar, 
Badakhshan and Ghor provinces, sayed hassib / Reuters

has helped reduce their prices, mak­
ing these key products for fighting 
climate change accessible to more 
consumers, especially those in 
developing countries. However, the 
decline in prices of these products is 
eroding profits for many suppliers, 
leading to allegations that China has 
an “overcapacity problem” Although 
some companies are going to go 
under, this is unavoidable. If we are 
transitioning to green energy, elec­
tric vehicles must be affordable. To 
say that prices of Chinese solar pan­
els and electric cars are too low' and 
threaten the survival of many pro­
ducers is effectively to say that these 
products should continue to be so 
costly that they should remain unaf­
fordable to many. If so, how can Chi­
na reduce the carbon emissions to 
be compatible with its targets of 
peak carbon by 2030 and carbon- 
neutrality by 2060? How can the 
rest of the world achieve their 
respective targets so we can reverse 
the trend of global warming? 

In order for America to be great,

ever, Spain has only two diplomatic 
missions, the embassy in Madrid 
and a consulate in Barcelona. People 
like me who reside in other cities are 
forced to travel long distances to 
apply for a visa.”

For European countries not on 
the visa-free list, the application 
procedures have been streamlined. 
China has been simplifying its entry 
visa procedures worldwide, includ­
ing canceling appointment require­
ments and fingerprints for qualified 
applicants temporarily. Visa fees for 
travel to China before December 
from all countries have also been cut 
by 25 percent, according to the Min­
istry of Foreign Affairs.

The Chinese embassy in Washing­
ton announced the simplification of 
the tourist visa application process 
for United States citizens starting 
from January 1 this year. US citizens 
can now' enter China for tourism 
purpose without providing round­
trip air tickets, hotel reservations, 
itineraries and an invitation letter. 

“From the implementation of the 
visa-free policy for six European 
countries to recent high-level meet­
ings on optimizing inbound tourism 
payment services, the future looks 
promising,” Peng of Travel Daily 
said. “The revival of inbound tour­
ism to its previous peak may simply 
be a matter of time.”

While China is sending clear sig­
nals of openness, political factors in 
the West are casting a shadow over 
cross-border travel. In March the US 
said it is “taking steps to impose new 
visa restrictions on multiple Hong 
Kong officials”, without elaborating 
on the visa measures or the officials 
targeted.

Last July the US issued a travel 
warning against China, advising US 
citizens to “reconsider” whether to 
travel to the country for “the risk of 
wrongful detention” Furthermore, 
tiie US has long restricted visa appli­
cations for Chinese students for 
“national security” reasons.

The US narrative has had a sig­
nificant impact on biased percep­
tions about China in Europe, the 
US and other countries, said tour­
ism analysts.

“Our travel agencies agree that a 
trip to China is the best remedy. 
When European tourists actually 
visit China, most of them will revise 
their preconceptions,” Peng said. 

“With China opening its door, a 
firsthand experience will expose the 
falsehoods spread by some Western 
media.”

4 fe

Voices from visitors
David Huang, a French national 

who studied at the University of 
International Business and Eco­
nomics in Beijing, and who now 
works for a French chocolate com­
pany in Beijing, said that he has 
applied for both student and work 
visas in the past.

“The student visa requires at 
least two months of preparations, 
including submitting various doc­
uments. I also spent more than two 
months preparing for my work 
visa after graduating from UIBE. 
My French friends have heard 
about the visa-free access, and it is

Travelers applaud
positive change, ease 
of short-stay visits
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“We value when states take a 
leading voice on calling for better 
respect,” Krahenbuhl said, noting 
that China was among the first sig­
natories to the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949, which has been the corner­
stone for upholding human dignity 
amid armed conflicts for 75 years. 

When China ratified the Geneva 
Conventions in 1956, then premier 
and foreign minister Zhou Enlai 
said in his message that the nation 
recognizes these conventions 

growth. Since April, there has been a 
year-on-year increase of over 150 
percent in bookings from France, a 
110 percent increase from Germany, 
and nearly double the growth from 
Italy.

According to the National Immi­
gration Administration, more than 
170,000 international visitors 
entered China visa-free through 
Shanghai Pudong International 
Airport in the first quarter of this 
year, showing an increase of 23.6 
percent year-on-year.

Shanghai, one of the top destina­
tions for European tourists, has pre­
pared itself for a surge in inbound 
tourism.

“The resumption of international 
flights, the visa-free policy, and the 
full recovery of business at Shang­
hai International Cruise Home Port 
will contribute to the number of 
inbound tourists arriving in Shang­
hai, especially free independent 
travelers,” said Zhou Weihong, dep­
uty general manager of Spring Tour, 
a travel company in Shanghai.

______________

Foreign tourists walk around on Wednesday near the Palace Museum in the Chinese capital, Beijing, provided to china daily
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Xinjiang’s Tianchi scenic spot embraces smart power

Experts visit Cambodia to promote rice-fish farming
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By WANG XIN in Shanghai 
wangxin2@chinadaily.com.cn

about 33 km, it will weave through 
iconic landmarks such as the Ming 
City Wall Ruins Park and the Temple 
of Heaven Park, offering residents a 
nostalgic stroll through historical 
Beijing.

“Shaded pathways on the way to 
work, glimpses of parks from the 
windows and the melodious chirp­
ing of birds in the city ... this has 
already become a reality for me,” 
said Bai Cuicui, a 32-year-old resi­
dent of Haidian district

She said she often cycles to work 
when the weather is good, and even 
when she drives to work, she can see 
the greenery on both sides.

-■V

TheTianchi scenic spot a popular 
tourist destination in die Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region, is now 
using intelligent power protection 
technology to enhance grid reliabili­
ty and efficiency.

Mobile sensing terminals devel­
oped by Xinjiang Changji Power

plan aims to enhance connectivity, 
comfort and accessibility through­
out the network.”

Thirty-nine routes totaling more 
than 2,000 km are poised to blanket 
the entire city, linking over 5,000 
residential areas, 780 tillages, more 
than 460 scenic spots and parks, 
around 460 historical and cultural 
sites, and over 150 subway stations, 
according to the commission.

The plan underscores the urgency 
of constructing 10 city-level branded 
greenways, with the Second Ring 
Road greenway poised to epitomize 
the historical and cultural allure of 
the ancient capital. Running for

shoots a day, with small amounts of 
fruits and vegetables and high-fiber 
biscuits as supplements.

Chinese and US teams had con­
firmed that what online rumors 
had described as diarrhea was in 
fact a mix of bamboo shoot feces 
and urine, the base said.

Since their arrival in Atlanta, 
Yang Yang and Lun Lun have pro­
duced seven offspring. In accord­
ance with agreements between 
China and the US, the pair’s repa­
triation is being prepared.

The base said it has established a 
stable and effective communica­
tion channel with Zoo Atlanta to 
ensure regular exchanges on the 
care and medical treatment of the 
giant pandas.

“Each giant panda residing over­
seas serves not only as an adorable 
‘ambassador of friendship’ but also 
as a precious national treasure, 
with their every action touching 
our hearts,” it said.

The base closely monitors the 
living conditions of each overseas 
giant panda, provides guidance 
to their foreign caretakers and 
sends experts to conduct annual 
on-site inspections in collabora­
tion with foreign teams, it said.

Based on an international con­
servation and research coopera­
tion signed by China and the US in 
February, two giant pandas — Yun 
Chuan and Xin Bao — will be sent 
to San Diego Zoo in California.

Beijing sent the first pair of giant 
pandas to the US in 1972, just weeks 
after then-US president Richard 
Nixon’s historic visit to China.

Supply Co provide real-time moni­
toring of critical power nodes, 
replacing manual inspections and 
instantly reporting faults during 
outages. They have enabled faster 
and more precise fault identifica­
tion and repair.

The terminals address growing 
demand for seasonal and temporary 
power protection, especially in tour­
ism areas. Traditional methods

leverage digital technologies to 
achieve intelligent management 
and optimize complex power supply 
networks,” said Liu Yanhua, honora­
ry director of the national commit­
tee of experts on climate change.

Tianchi plans to further develop 
its digital power protection plat­
form, ensuring a more secure and 
stable electricity supply for visitors 
and the tourism industry.

With Beijing’s forest coverage 
reaching 44.9 percent and meeting 
all 24 criteria required, the city was 
officially bestowed the title of 
“National Forest City” by the 
National Forestry and Grassland 
Administration in January.

Tang Fanglin, deputy director of 
administration, lauded Beijing’s 
achievements in balancing forest 
resource development, optimizing 
the ecological landscape and 
enhancing public well-being. The 
efforts have laid a solid foundation 
for the city’s journey toward becom­
ing a world-class, harmonious and 
livable capital, Tang said.

Virakbot Hou, Cambodian post­
graduate student in Shanghai

ByLIMENGHAN
limenghan @chinadaily. com.cn

By DU JUAN 
dujuan@chinadaiiy.com.cn

By LI JIA YING
lijiaying@chinadaily.com.cn

Survey finds working moms doing 
more housework, but dads help out

reduction through aquaculture in 
the Lancang-Mekong River region. 

The team’s recent visit was relat­
ed to that project, which was 
renewed this year and has been 
expanded to include efforts to culti­
vate local talent.

Working with a technical team 
led by Thay Somony, director of the

Department of Aquaculture Devel­
opment at the Fishery Administra­
tion of Cambodia’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 
the research team visited three rice­
shrimp forming demonstration bas­
es it helped build in Takeo province, 
and provided training courses to 
over 30 farmers on site.

“We provided technical guidance 
at the base, starting with basic prin­
ciples, and then we introduced gen­
eral techniques,” Wu said.

He said the way rice-fish farming 
is conducted in Cambodia can 
sometimes be quite different from 
how it is done in China, due to the 
varied climate, landscape and pro­
duction conditions as well as the 
lack of infrastructures such as res­
ervoirs.

“Unlike the synchronized rice­
fish forming pattern in China, 
many places in Cambodia can cul­
tivate either rice or fish only during 
dry and rainy seasons, as they don’t 
have reservoirs to regulate water 
usage and have difficulty fending 
off the risks that come with those 
seasons (such as droughts and

requiring manual inspections are 
resource-intensive and less efficient. 

The initiative aligns with a 
national push for the development 
of a smart and digitalized power 
grid. The goal is to transform the 
power distribution network by 
2030, with increased investment in 
research and development of digital 
solutions.

“The electric power sector should

As Mother’s Day fell on Sunday, a 
joint report by recruitment portal 
Zhaopin and the National School of 
Development at Peking University 
has shed light on the circumstances 
of working mothers in China.

A survey conducted over the first 
two months of this year showed 
that despite their professional suc­
cess, working mothers still shoul­
der the majority of household 
chores, with 77.2 percent of them 
spending over two hours a day on 
housework — up from 67.5 percent 
from the same two-month period 
in 2023 and significantly higher 
than the 47 percent of working 
fathers spending two hours on 
chores each day, the report said. 

However, only 16 percent of 
working fathers spent that much 
time on housework last year, with 
the survey indicating that a grow­
ing awareness of gender equality 
has encouraged working fathers to 
see chores at home as a shared 
responsibility.

Regarding income allocation, 54 
percent of working mothers said 
they spent most of their income on 
child care. More mothers are also 
using their money to pay rent or 
mortgages — 38.7 percent reported 
doing so in January and February, 
up from 24.6 percent last year.

The proportion of working 
mothers spending on education 
and self-improvement dropped to 
21.9 percent this year from 32.3 per­
cent in the January-February peri­
od in 2023, according to the report, 
suggesting that the increase in criti­
cal expenses such as rent has 
squeezed out funds they could be 
using for career development

Meanwhile, nearly three years 
after the implementation of Chi­
na’s third-child policy, only 3.1 per­
cent of surveyed working mothers 
said this year that they plan to 
have a third child, lower than the 
4.6 percent of working fathers.

However, the 3.1 percent figure is 
higher than the 2.6 percent of 
unmarried women and 0.5 percent

of married women without chil­
dren planning to have children this 
year.

When asked about factors influ­
encing their fertility plans, the top 
concern among survey participants 
was tiie financial burden, with 48.6 
percent of working mothers and
44.4 percent of working fathers 
highlighting it. Among working 
mothers, the second-highest con­
cern was “fear' of losing freedom 
and personal space” accounting for 
35.1 percent, significantly higher 
than tiie 27.8 percent of working 
fathers with tiie same concern.

Working mothers were also con­
fident about their personal devel­
opment. The survey found that 23.3 
percent of married women with 
children believed it was “likely” or 
“certain” that they would get pro­
moted, higher than the 20.4 per­
cent for unmarried women and
18.4 percent for married women 
without children.

“Compared to women without 
children, women with children 
boast greater advantages for 
career advancement in my line of 
work, due to their relatively older 
age, increased experience and 
greater family stability ’̂ said Li 
Kexin, 31, a nurse in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu province, who gave birth 
to her daughter in 2019.

“Our hospital is relatively 
humane, as it offers ample time for 
maternity leave, doesn’t schedule 
night shifts during pregnancy and 
lactation periods, and supports 
their employees’ further studies,” Li 
said, adding that she plans to apply 
for an on-the-job postgraduate pro­
gram that could help her achieve a 
promotion.

Still, some experts admit the 
gender equality gap remains wide. 

“Society is becoming more sup­
portive of gender equality and 
childbirth with more systems in 
place. However, there is still a long 
way to go to provide women with 
more opportunities,” said Pang Shi, 
director of the Chinese Academy of 
Personnel Science’s department of 
employment and entrepreneur­
ship.

Beijing will establish a greenway 
network over 5,000 kilometers long 
by 2035 as part of efforts to create a 
greener, healthier urban landscape 
for residents, the municipal govern­
ment said last week.

The plan, unveiled by tiie Beijing 
Municipal Commission of Planning 
and Natural Resources on Wednes­
day, says the comprehensive green­
way network will seamlessly 
connect the heart of tiie city with the 
plains and mountains, offering resi­
dents the opportunity to conve­
niently immerse themselves in 
green scenery.

Greenway planning and design 
guidelines issued by the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban-Rural Develop­
ment describe them as corridors 
relying on and formed by natural 
elements that link urban and rural 
recreational and leisure green open 
spaces, primarily for recreation and 
fitness, while also serving as path­
ways for green commuting for resi­
dents and wildlife migration.

Beijing has been working on more 
than 40 greenway projects since 
2013, including the Second Ring 
Road greenway, the “Three Moun­
tains and Five Gardens” greenway 
and the Garden Expo greenway.

It now has about 1,465 km of 
greenways that have restored and 
integrated ecological resources 
along their routes, making them 
vital links for the harmonious coex­
istence between humans and 
nature.

“The plan prioritizes human-cen­
tric design principles and conve­
nience, catering to the varied needs 
of residents utilizing greenways” 
said Feng Yawei, director of the com­
mission’s overall planning division. 
“Leveraging technological advance­
ments and smart applications, the
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Yang Yang, a male giant panda 
at Zoo Atlanta in the United 
States, is in good health, the 
Chengdu Research Base of Giant 
Panda Breeding said over the 
weekend, addressing online 
rumors that he had been seen 
gnawing on walls due to hunger. 

Concerns were raised recently 
after videos of Yang Yang, one of a 
pair of pandas sent to tiie US in 
1999, spread online. They showed 
him foaming at the mouth, vom­
iting and gnawing on walls, and 
led some people to ask whether 
Yang Yang was being treated 
improperly.

In a detailed response posted on 
social media on Saturday that 
explained panda behavior, the 
panda research base in Chengdu, 
Sichuan province, denied rumors 
that Yang Yang had been feinting 
or lacked food.

It said foaming at the mouth is a 
normal physiological response for 
giant pandas during extensive 
movement, and vomiting is a natu­
ral way for the animals to expel 
mucous.

The base also said that gnaw­
ing and scratching are common 
behaviors when giant pandas 
explore their environment.

It said tiie giant pandas at Zoo 
Atlanta are adequately provided for 
and are not experiencing any issues 
related to insufficient food intake. 
Each animal is offered over 40 kilo­
grams of bamboo or bamboo
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£With the aim of promoting rice­
fish and rice-shrimp farming in 
Cambodia, a research team from 
Shanghai Ocean University 
wrapped up an investigative and 
training visit to the Southeast Asian 
country recently, seeking to contrib­
ute to the construction of the Fish 
and Rice Corridor between the two 
countries.

According to a China-Cambodia 
joint communique released in Sep­
tember, the two nations will expe­
dite the building of the corridor to 
increase their bilateral agri-trade 
volume, with cooperation on the 
agricultural sector focusing on 
developing aquaculture, agro-pro- 
cessing, ecological agriculture, 
modern machinery, new agricul­
tural technology and human 
resources.

“Cambodia boasts an existing rice 
cultivation area of 3.3 million hec­
tares. However, the area used for 
freshwater pond aquaculture in the 
country is only 1,350 hectares, 
which has led to tiie insufficient 
supply and high market prices of 
aquatic products such as giant 
freshwater prawn and tilapia,” said 
Wu Xugan, leader of the research 
team and a professor at the School 
of Aquatic and Life Sciences at 
Shanghai Ocean University. “There 
is huge potential in tiie two nations’ 
cooperation in the building of the 
Fish and Rice Corridor.”

During tiie team’s stay in Cambo­
dia from April 21 to 27, it visited sev­
eral regions, carried out in-depth 
investigations and held promotional 
events and technical training courses 
in a bid to learn more about local 
conditions and help formers improve 
their rice-fish farming skills.

From 2021 to 2023, tiie team car­
ried out a project in Cambodia 
focusing on technical cooperation 
on rice-fish farming and poverty

By ZHANG YI
zhangyil@chinadaily.com.cn

I am very grateful to 
the Chinese 
government and 
Shanghai Ocean 
University for giving 
me both knowledge 
and opportunities to 
develop rice-fish 
farming in 
Cambodia.”

floods),” Wu said. “Also, we see the 
scale of aquaculture there is small 
— most of the farms are operated 
by a few families — and has not yet 
become commercialized. The 
farmer’s underdeveloped rice-fish­
ing skills and the lack of a complete 
industrial chain have led to low 
productivity and the high cost of 
fish feed.”

Despite the challenges ahead, the 
research team remains committed 
to making more efforts to help Cam­
bodian farmers develop rice-fish 
farming.

“We learned more about the local 
conditions during the visit,” Wu said. 
“We will start with optimization 
efforts to help locals protect fishery 
resources, then expand to large- 
scale rice-fish farming and pond 
aquaculture practices in the future.” 

Given that local rice-fish farming 
talent is essential to Cambodia’s sus­
tainable industrial development, 
the Shanghai Ocean University 
team also worked to attract more 
Cambodian students to the field by 
holding promotional events at high 
schools during its visit.

Virakbot Hou, a 31-year-old Cam­
bodian postgraduate student major­
ing in aquaculture at Shanghai 
Ocean University since 2022, joined 
the team to share his experiences.

He has been involved in research 
on rice-shrimp farming in Takeo 
province, which has improved the 
livelihoods of 20 forming families. 

“I am very grateful to the Chi­
nese government and Shanghai 
Ocean University for giving me 
both knowledge and opportunities 
to develop rice-fish farming in 
Cambodia,” he said. “In the future, 
I hope to see more Cambodian 
rice-fish farming professionals 
with the university’s help. I also 
hope that Cambodia can establish 
a sustainable rice-fish farming 
industry chain, so that more farm­
ers can embark on the road to 
prosperity.”

■’■.a
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An agricultural expert from Shanghai Ocean University helps farm­
ers grow fish and rice in Cambodia in April, provided to china daily

Giant panda in Zoo 
Atlanta not neglected
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Cyclists pose for photos to capture a moment on a greenway at Wanghe Park in Beijing’s Chaoyang 
district on April 16. wang fei / for china daily
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Alarm sounded for ‘crispy skin’ youths REPORTER’S LOG

Strength
needed for

Self-deprecating generation braces for ‘premature’ health challenges as pressure of modern life takes toll
positive
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WANG XIAOYU

Youngsters becoming more fitness-conscious
By WANG XIAOYU
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ed to the feet that more people have 
better and more convenient access to 
healthcare, and that young people 
are paying more attention to their 
health and seeking treatment.

“Over the past four decades, the 
rapid urbanization and economic 
and social development have brought 
about a lifestyle shift,” said Hu.

He said that while the eating of 
fruit, vegetables and dairy products 
has increased significantly, Chinese 
people are consuming fewer whole 
grains and nuts or beans, and more 
fats and oil.

For centuries, the concept of 
yangsheng — a Taoist and tradi­
tional Chinese approach to self- 
care and maintaining good health 
— has mainly been popular among 
retirees and the elderly.

But in recent years, yangsheng, 
literally meaning nurturing health 
in Chinese, has gained popularity 
among young adults as they 
become more inclined to spend on 
their well-being and health servi­
ces and products.

A survey on consumer habits 
jointly released by China Central 
Television, the National Bureau of 
Statistics and China Post last year 
shows that among people age 18 to 
35, spending on health and longev­
ity items ranked in the third place, 
after spending on tourism and 
electronic devices such as comput­
ers and mobile phones.

young adult patients.
“In one case, a 30-something male 

patient who sat in front of the com­
puter screen for hours in the daytime 
and continued to play computer 
games or stare at his mobile phone at 
home visited me for discomfort in his 
neck,” she said.

By WANG XIAOYU
wangciaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

Ling Jian, an accountant in Linyi, 
Shandong province, said she began 
practicing baduanjin, a low-impact 
traditional Chinese exercise com­
prising eight movements, about a 
year ago to unwind and relieve 
stress after work.

“I am not an athletic person and 
am intimated by the competitive 
vibe in gyms, so doing baduanjin at 
home or in a park near my home 
suits me best,” said the 32-year-old. 

A mild form of exercise, Ling 
said that it takes persistence and 
patience to feel its benefits.

“More importantly, I think 
baduanjin serves as a ga teway for me 
to learn more about traditional wis­
dom in preserving health, and I am 
also paying more attention to a diet 
rath low salt and low oil,” she said.

Another report on the consump­
tion of nutrition and health supple­
ments shows that urban residents 
spent 1,000 yuan ($140) annually per

r

Instead of prescribing him any 
medical therapies, Zhong said that 
she persuaded him to cut time 
spent on electronic devices and 
asked his family members to super­
vise him. The patient’s condition 
was soon alleviated without any 
medical interventions, she said.

“The World Health Organization 
recommends 2.5 to 3 hours of mod­
erate-intensity aerobic exercise a 
week, but Chinese people do not 
work out sufficiently overall,” he said. 
“At workplaces, people move around 
much less and spend long hours seat­
ed.

“Many young people have to cope 
with mental stress and sleep defi­
ciency?’he added.

Hu suggested young people 
adopt a healthy diet, exercise regu­
larly and ensure sufficient sleep. It 
is also important to engage in
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group activities and go through 
regular and standard health exam­
inations.

“Calling themselves ‘crispy skin 
youngsters’ also reflects a tendency 
among the youth to tease their 
weak body constitution,” said an 
article published by researchers 
from the School of Chinese Lan­
guage and Literature at Harbin 
Normal University.

“They are using humor as a 
means to make fun of and make 
light of pressure and grievances in 
their real lives,” it said.
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Seeking treatment
However, the alarming rise of 

health conditions being discovered 
in youngsters could also be attribut-

capita on these items, and nearly 84 
percent of consumers making these 
purchases fell into the age range of 18 
to 35.

The report, published in 2022 by 
several healthcare enterprises and 
Xinhua News Agency, also showed 
that a large number of young adults 
were not satisfied with the nutri­
tional status of their bodies, and 
they bought vitamins, minerals 
and supplements for improving 
immunity and sleep quality.

However, more than half the 
survey participants also admitted 
that they tend to give up on 
healthy diets and lifestyles easily, 
and over 60 percent said they felt 
like money spent on nutritional 
products was wasted eventually.

Zhang Boli, a traditional Chi­
nese medicine specialist and a dep­
uty to the National People’s 
Congress, the top legislature, said 
during this year’s two sessions —

Left: Young people receive traditional Chinese medicine treatments at a night market in Nanchang, 
Jiangxi province, in August, u jie / for china daily Right: Doctors conduct voluntary consultations at a clin­
ic in Jiaxing, Zhejiang province, in January, jin peng / for china daily

Joggers run at Anlong Limestone Resort, a park dedicated to moun­
tain outdoor sports in Qianxinan prefecture, Guizhou province, in 
December, liu chaofu / for china daily

metabolic disorders, decreased 
immunity and diminished memory 
in the long run,” she said.

Official data has shown that more 
serious diseases requiring medical 
interventions have become more 
prevalent among young people.

Around 44 percent of people age 
20 to 39 either have a heart condi­
tion or are at high risk. The rate 
among adults in their 20s has 
reached 15 percent, according to a 
white paper released by the Nation­
al Alliance of Cardiovascular Dis­
ease in 2019.

“Cardiovascular illnesses among 
the young population are on the 
rise. We found through surveys that 
the average age of patients who 
experience heart attack or stroke for 
the first time is trending down­
ward,” said Hu Shengshou, director 
of the National Center for Cardio­
vascular Diseases.

Diabetes and high blood pressure
— warning signs of heart disease 
ahead — are creeping up on young 
people at the same time.

“Around 80 percent of visitors to 
our department are young and mid­
dle-aged adults, and only 20 percent 
are elderly” said Cheng Liwen, head 
of die high blood pressure center at 
Beijing Anzhen Hospital, during an 
interview with Health Times. “There 
were few young patients with high 
blood pressure a decade ago, but in 
recent years, such patients have 
become regular hospital visitors.”

The National Health Commission 
said that the prevalence rate of high 
uric acid levels — a precursor of 
metabolic arthritis if left untreated
— among Chinese adults stands at 
about 14 percent, and an increasing 
number of young people are getting 
the condition.

“It is a condition closely linked to 
longtime consumption of high-calo- 
rie foods, excessive alcohol and high- 
fructose drinks,” the commission 
said.

Health issues
Memory decline, mood swings 

and a weakened immune system 
have become the most common 
health issues confronting people 
born after 1985, according to a 
survey of over 1,330 people con­
ducted by a research center affili­
ated with the China Youth Daily 
newspaper.

Yaya, a resident in Jiangsu prov­
ince who uses a pseudonym to pro­
tect her privacy, said she often has 
allergies and develops fevers lim­
ning for about a week from time to 
time.

“I get rashes on my neck and 
arms when I have to work overtime 
for three straight days or more,” 
said the 29-year-old. “I think the 
condition is related to my lack of 
exercise. Toxic substances — both 
physical and mental — build up in 
my body, and the heavy workload 
can trigger these allergic symptoms 
to appear.”

Liu Jinying, head of the nutrition 
department at the Shenzhen Center 
of the Chinese Academy of Medical 
Sciences’ Cancer Hospital, said that 
the top three health issues are inter­
locked with each other.

“Sleeping late can cause poor sleep 
quality and affect memory and 
mood. Unbalanced diets can lead to

have never considered 
myself a “crispy skin 
youngster” or thought of 
myself as weak physically. I

work out daily even when I get a 
cold or sprain my ankle. Ice 
cream is a staple in my diet all 
year around and is a must after a 
spicy hotpot feast.

But after turning 30 last year, I 
began feeling signs of aging, or 
cracks in my iron crust 

The most tangible change lies 
in my sleep quality. I used to 
sleep like a log. On weekends, I 
could sleep for more than 15 
hours a day to make up for all- 
nighters I pulled on weekdays to 
meet assignment deadlines and 
feel refreshed on Monday. 

But these days, I find it hard to 
fall asleep even when I’m 
exhausted. I can wake up as 
many as five times a night and 
often have disturbing or scary 
dreams.

Lack of sleep gives me more 
than dark circles under my eyes, 
but also skin breakouts, drowsi­
ness at work and difficulties in 
focusing on tasks.

Years of bad dietary habits — 
eating super-fast, skipping 
breakfast and regularly snacking 
at midnight — are also taking a 
toll on my health. A traditional 
Chinese medicine specialist said 
two years ago that I had polyps 
on my intestines.

As a result, my New Year’s res­
olution for 2024 is to quit snack­
ing before bedtime and go to bed 
before midnight.

I stuck to the goal for two days 
but faltered on the third day, fall­
ing prey to a bag of potato chips, 
a bar of milk chocolate and sev­
eral slices of white bread at 1:30 
in the morning. Since then, I 
have not pressed the restart but­
ton.

Reflecting on the moment I 
failed myself, I think I just let 
myself go too easily. I was telling 
myself: “You are still young. Your 
health is not in a crisis. Some 
potato chips will not hurt. Potato 
is a great source of starch.”

In the meantime, I was intimi­
dated by the prospect of no late- 
night snacks for the rest of my 
life. How could I do away with 
such a guilty pleasure after a 
long day of hard work or a good 
workout in the evening?

But I have come to terms with 
myself and decided to take baby 
steps, such as grabbing a bottle 
of sugar-free iced tea rather than 
a can of Coke at the convenience 
store.

The conventional wisdom is 
that developing a new habit can 
take from a few w'eeks to sever­
al months. For me, the fostering 
of a healthy lifestyle could be 
years in the making, but I am 
glad I’ve realized the necessity 
to make a change in my early 
30s.

•N

Online diagnosis
A number of widely circulated 

social media posts have recorded 
some extreme cases, such as an 
individual being diagnosed with 
respiratory alkalosis for playing 
video games too excitedly, or suf­
fering a knee injury after squat­
ting.

Ling Chumian, an anesthetist at 
Wuhan Union Hospital of China, 
shared several examples of these 
so-called crispy skin youngsters on 
his personal social media account.

“An 18-year-old college student hit 
her big toe on the corner of a wall 
while rehearsing for a dance per­
formance and was later diagnosed 
with bone fracture,” he said. “A young 
man with extreme myopia suddenly 
found his vision blurry and dark 
while using his mobile phone in bed. 
He was diagnosed with retinal 
detachment.”

While not exclusively symptomat­
ic of being a “crispy skin youngster” 
these types of injuries are more asso­
ciated with intensive or combative 
sports, the doctor said, but instead 
they came from a lack of exercise 
during high school years and over­
sight over safety when working out
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ommon conditions associ­
ated with aging, from 
arthritis and high blood 
pressure to fatigue and

osteopetrosis, are becoming more 
prevalent in people of younger ages 
in China due in part to unhealthy 
lifestyles, academic and work pres­
sure in today’s fast-paced society, 
according to many experts.

Young people who experience 
signs of old age prematurely have 
taken to the internet to make light of 
their situation by calling themselves 
cuipi nianqingren, or “crispy skin 
youngsters”, digging at their frail 
bodies that seem to be teetering on 
the brink and easily collapse at the 
slightest tap.

The self-deprecating term first 
emerged in a news report in early 
October. Local media in central Chi­
na’s Henan province reported that in 
September of last year alone, the 
emergency care department of 
Zhengzhou Central Hospital 
received more than 1,700 relatively 
young patients, an abnormally high 
number, according to the hospital. 

“Most were age 18 to 25 and visit­
ed the hospital for trauma, abdomi­
nal pain, chest tightness, 
hyperventilation, acute alcohol poi­
soning and swelling of the gallblad­
der,” said Cheng Xiaodan, deputy 
director of the department.

“These conditions are usually 
caused by irregular circadian 
rhythms, staying up late and poor 
diets,” she said during an interview 
with local media.

Health experts said the prevalence 
of unhealthy habits is sickening 
young adults and potentially push­
ing the onset of some conventionally 
geriatric problems.

More efforts are needed to spread 
health awareness and motivate them 
to build self-discipline and adopt and 
stick to healthier ways of living, they 
said.

o
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the largest annual political event 
in China — that an increasing 
number of Chinese people are 
experiencing symptoms of cardio­
vascular diseases in their early 40s. 

However, he said that taking 
health supplements is not a one- 
size-fits-all cure to offset the harm­
ful effects resulting from 
unhealthy lifestyles.

“Many young people can recali­
brate their health to a better state 
simply by adopting a lighter diet and 
eating more fruits and vegetables,” he 
said. “It’s also important to rest suffi­
ciently, avoid sleeping late or drink­
ing too much alcohol, coffee or tea.” 

Zhong Can, head of the outpa­
tient department at the Red Cross 
Hospital in Wuzhou, Guangxi 
Zhuang autonomous region, said 
during an interview with China 
Youth Daily that headache, neck 
stiffness, dizziness and insomnia 
are common complaints among

N
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China has been the biggest trad­
ing partner, and the biggest source 
of imports and foreign direct invest­
ment for Kenya. Bilateral trade was 
worth $8.5 billion in 2022, 23 per­
cent more than in the previous year, 
according to official figures.

Yuan Lin, of the Department of 
West Asian and African Affairs in 
China’s Ministry of Commerce, said 
China has invested in e-commerce, 
transportation and logistics, green 
environmental protection and oth­
er emerging industries, playing an 
effective role in fostering the devel­
opment of related industries in 
Kenya and other African countries. 

By the end of last year China’s aver­
age annual investment flow in Africa 
was about $3 billion, with more than 
3,500 Chinese companies engaging 
in various types of business activities 
across the continent, he said.

Like Guzzetti, he said he has seen 
some improvement but believes 
the FAA must dispatch more of its 
own inspectors — and not delegate 
so much regulatory authority to 
manufacturers.

But the agency “is on the right 
track now”, said Richard Aboula- 
fia, managing director of the Aero- 
Dynamic Advisory consultancy.

“It’s nothing that can’t be correct­
ed with additional oversight and 
resources,” he said.

Those resources depend directly 
on the US Congress, and the Senate 
on Thursday approved a “record” 
amount of agency funding for the 
next five years.

Riding on the deepening rela­
tionship between the two coun­
tries, Kenya is calling on Chinese 
investors to take advantage of the 
opportunities in its manufacturing 
sector to contribute to the country’s 
industrialization.

Juma Mukhwana, the principal 
secretary for the State Department 
of Industry, assured investors of a 
huge market once they set up facto­
ries in Kenya, saying the govern­
ment has signed several agreements 
aimed at opening up the market for 
locally made goods.

Mukhwana, who spoke at a Chi­
na-Kenya economic, trade and 
investment collaboration roundta­
ble in Nairobi on Friday, said the 

ary, the agency dispatched a team 
to inspect Boeing factories, and 
gave the firm 90 days to provide an 
“action plan” to address several 
problem areas.

“I think the FAA is doing the best 
that they can and that they have 
greatly improved their surveillance 
of Boeing” since the 2018 and 2019 
crashes off Indonesia and in Ethio­
pia, which killed 346 people, said 
Jeff Guzzetti, an aviation consult­
ant and former head of the agency’s 
investigation division.

“But they did fail to catch pro­
duction problems,” he said, noting 
that for decades the FAA relied on 
manufacturers themselves to “self­
report problems”.

Hie FAA, short on money and 
personnel, has long delegated the 
job of quality assurance to preap­
proved employees of the airplane 
manufacturers.

That creates “a conflict of interest” 
said Hassan Shahidi, presidentof the 
nonprofit Flight Safety Foundation. 

“There needs to be a shift where 
the FAA has more direct responsi­
bility for oversight,” he said.

many of whose incomes and yields 
have risen significantly as a result of 
working with us.”

The income of FarmWorks’ exter­
nal partner growers has risen by as 
much as a third after just one season, 
or three to four months, of being 
involved with her company, Li says. 

FarmWorks is helping to change 
the way smallholder formers oper­
ate in Kenya, Li says, improving 
their agricultural productivity.

Like Li, Kiprotich is effusive about 
the benefits his project work offers 
Kenya. “In the minds of Kenyans, 
there are two major Chinese pro­
jects. One is the Mombasa-Nairobi 
Railway, the first modem railway 
constructed in Kenya since its inde­
pendence, and the other is the ridge-

Funding for inquiries
“We need to show (die public) 

diat we are asking for, implement­
ing and holding accountable the 
FAA to a gold standard for safety,” 
said Senator Maria Cantwell, who 
chairs the Commerce, Science and 
Transportation Committee.

The “record” level of funding, 
Cantwell added, would allow the 
FAA to step up inspections.
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built next financial year, with plans 
to cover all 47 counties within the 
next three years, he said.

There are huge investment 
opportunities in textiles, leather, 
avocado, coffee, macadamia nuts, 
tea, pharmaceuticals and automo­
tive sectors, he said.

The government is now looking 
at increasing cotton production to 
ensure adequate supply for the tex­
tile industry.

Mukhwana said the country is 
also looking for investors who want 
to invest in large-scale agricultural 
production, noting that Kenya has 
huge tracts of fertile land sitting idle. 

“This is the appropriate time to 
invest in Kenya. As a government, 
we are ready to hold your hands 
wherever you want to invest and 
help you set up a factory to achieve 
your dreams.”

Fatal 
crash

take this technology back to Kenya. 
Kenya, with its vast agricultural 

potential, struggles with low agricul­
tural productivity, Li says. Most of its 
agricultural production is conduct­
ed by smallholder farmers, making 
it challenging to achieve economies 
of scale and mechanization.

Smallholders’ yields are only a frac­
tion of what they could be, with pro­
ductivity hovering at 10-20 percent of 
those of developed countries, and 
that presents a significant opportuni­
ty for improvement, Li says.

FarmWorks lias three core activi­
ties: growing, buying and sellingvege- 
tables. “At the heart of our operations 
is a dual focus, namely managing pro­
duction and sales,” Li says. “We’re keen 
to expand our sales network across 
Kenya. This approach aims to tackle 
the market access problem that small­
holder formers face, offering them a 
reliable outlet for their produce.”

On the production side, the com­
pany owns three forms covering 
66.67 hectares, where it has adopted 
the latest farming practices. The com­
pany obtains additional produce 
from growers elsewhere and turns a 
profit by distributing its own and oth­
ers’ vegetables to local supermarkets 
and formers’ markets and exporting 
high-end vegetables to Europe.

“We’re now working with about 
5,000 local smallholder farmers,

furrow planting technology with 
plastic film mulching and recycling. 

“I want to master this technology 
and take it back home and drive pos­
itive change for Kenya.”

Xiong’s team has set up eight tech­
nology demonstration sites across 
Kenya, where local agricultural 
technicians and farmers frequently 
come to visit His team has trained 
more than 1,500 smallholder form­
ers and 220 agricultural technicians. 

Kiprotich, who is doing his post­
doctoral research at Lanzhou Uni­
versity, says he wants to further 
promote the technology in Kenya, 
which will not only help guarantee 
the food security of the country but 
also help empower formers and 
improve their livelihood.

Introducing technology
In the past 13 years, Xiong and his 

team have shuttled back and forth 
between China and Kenya more 
than 30 times, introducing this tech­
nology to Kenyan farmers.

After studying agriculture in Chi­
na for a decade Kiprotich’s goal is to 

NEW YORK - The US Federal 
Aviation Administration, sharply 
criticized after the crashes of two 
Boeing planes in 2018 and 2019, is 
again being dragged into a mael­
strom surrounding the major US 
aerospace manufacturer.

The dramatic midflight blowout 
on Jan 5 of a fuselage panel on an 
Alaska Airlines plane precipitated 
the departures of a series of top Boe­
ing officials — including chief execu­
tive Dave Calhoun, who is set to step 
down at the end of the year—and the 
reduced production of the 737 MAX 

However, as Boeing feces multiple 
inquiries and audits in the United 
States and abroad, it has repeatedly 
assured critics that it is working 
“with full transparency and under 
the oversight” of FAA regulators.

The FAA, which has seen four 
bosses come and go since August 
2019, lias been unable to evade a 
share of the responsibility.

“The FAA has to be held accounta­
ble as well,” said Senator Richard Blu­
menthal, who heads a subcommittee 
investigating Boeing’s safety practices. 

After the panel incident in Janu-

People from the village of Lyptsi 
wait in a minivan at an
evacuation point in Kharkiv on
Saturday, roman pilipey / afp 

Yet after more than a year in Nai­
robi, Li felt something was missing. 

She had joined a project aimed at 
helping local small and medium-sized 
enterprises to survive the economic 
follout of COVID-19. At first, she was 
thrilled to be working on something 
with a direct social impact, but soon 
she realized that it seemed to be 
impossible to transform great ideas 
on paper into help for those in need. 

Real life was passing her by, she felt, 
so one day she decided to quit her job. 

Rather than trying to persuade 
her to change her mind, the McKin­
sey partner to whom she announced 
her decision applauded it and sug­
gested she find work with an agri­
cultural company. In an instant, Li, a 
management consultant, was trans­
formed into Li, a prospective agri­
cultural worker.

Three years later the decision to 
head off into new pastures appears 
to have paid off handsomely, not 
only for her but also for Kenya.

She is now the chief executive of an 
agricultural company called Farm- 
Works which aims to improve the 
productivity and consistency of local 
agricultural production and raise the 
living standards of local formers.

Kiprotich’s interest in agriculture 
and his hands-on approach to it ger­
minated a little earlier than was the 
case with Li when he was about 20.

Li Yi and Kiprotich Wesly Cheruiyot 
share a common quest but are separat­
ed by the best part of9,000 kilometers. 

In feet, they don’t even know one 
another. Yet they are the quintessen­
tial model of international people-to- 
people exchanges. The Chinese Li lives 
in Kenya and is now making social 
contributions to her adopted country; 
the Kenyan Kiprotich has lived in Chi­
na for the past 10 years, getting an edu­
cation that he hopes soon to turn into 
a good account in his homeland.

Another tiling they have in com­
mon is a hands-on passion for agricul­
ture, which would have been scarcely 
plausible just three years ago when Li 
appeared to be destined for a stellar 
career in the commercial world.

In 2021, as she sat in her office not 
far from downtown Nairobi, she 
had every reason to feel highly satis­
fied with her career. Li, 27, from 
Nantong in Jiangsu province, had 
spent four years studying at Pomona 
College in California and had gained 
a bachelor’s degree in economics.

From there, she landed a job with 
the global consulting company 
McKinsey and worked in its Los 
Angeles office for a year before 
being transferred to Beijing in 2017 
and then to Kenya in 2019.

country had just concluded the 
Kenya-European Union Economic 
Partnership Agreement under 
which Kenyan goods gain duty-free 
and quota-free access to Europe.

Kenya is also working with other 
major economies such as the Unit­
ed States and with other African 
countries to facilitate exports to 
these countries, which will proride 
opportunities to investors in Ken­
yan manufacturing, he said.

Kenya aims to raise the contribu­
tion of manufacturing to GDP from 
7.5 percent to 15 percent by 2027 
and to 20 percent by 2030, calling 
for more international investment 
in manufacturing in Kenya.

Kenya also plans to establish 
industrial parks in all its 47 coun­
ties, Mukhwana said. Eighteen 
industrial parks have been built in 
18 counties and another 18 will be

resilience with timely deliveries — 
really timely ones,” he added. “The 
package that really helps is the 
weapons brought to Ukraine, not 
just the announced ones.”

Washington on Friday announced 
a new $400 million military aid 
package for Kyiv.

It is the third tranche of aid for 
Ukraine since Congress passed sup­
plemental funding in late April after 
months of gridlock.

Kyiv has said several months of 
delays by the US Congress to vote 
through a massive aid package have 
cost it on the battlefield. It now 
hopes significant quantities of the 
newly approved assistance will 
arrive quickly to shore up the 
defense effort.

On Saturday, a missile strike 
killed three people when it hit a res­
taurant called Paradise in Donetsk. 

The attack, using US HIMARS 
precision rocket launchers, killed 
two diners and a restaurant worker 
and wounded nine, officials from the 
Russian-backed administration said. 

Seventeen people have been hos­
pitalized following the massive 
shelling of Russia’s border region of 
Belgorod by Ukrainian forces, 
regional governor Vyacheslav Glad­
kov said on Sunday.

The shelling took place on Satur­
day, he said, adding that two of the 
injured were in critical condition.

‘After the evening’s massive shell­
ing, 29 people were affected, 12 of 
whom, after receiving outpatient care, 
are already at home,” Gladkov said.

Meanwhile, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Saturday 
approved the structure of Russia’s 
new government, which will consist 
of one first deputy prime minister 
and nine deputy prime ministers.

According to the new decree, “On 
the Structure of Federal Executive 
Bodies” which Putin signed, the new 
government wall see a shift in the dis­
tribution of responsibilities among 
the deputies, one of whom will act as 
the Russian Federation and Presi­
dential Plenipotentiary Envoy to the 
Far Eastern Federal District.

There is also a deputy prime min­
ister who will assume the role of 
Chief of Staff of the Government 
Executive Office.

The reappointed Prime Minister 
Mikhail Mishustin is required to 
submit his deputy candidates for 
consideration to the State Duma, or 
lower house of parliament.

Industry shortages of qualified per­
sonnel, from mechanics to engineers, 
were made worse by the pandemic, 
affecting every stage of manufactur­
ing — from supply procurement to 
production and maintenance.

The FAA has specifically strug­
gled to fill its hiring needs because 
workers can find higher pay and 
better benefits in the private sector. 

Investigations into the 2018 and 
2019 Boeing crashes showed that 
the company knowingly concealed 
from the FAA problems in a software 
system linked to the accidents, whis­
tleblower Joe Jacobsen told Blumen­
thal’s committee in mid-April.

Jacobsen, who worked for the 
FAA for 25 years after 11 years with 
Boeing, said the agency had 
become “too captive to Boeing.”

The FAA fells under the US 
Transportation Department, whose 
inspector general in June 2022 
opened an audit into die agency’s 
supervision of 737 and 787 produc­
tion. A final report is expected this 
summer.

MOSCOW/KYIV - Russia on Sat­
urday said it had captured five villa­
ges in Ukraine’s northeastern 
Kharkiv region during a surprise 
ground offensive that prompted 
mass evacuations, as Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenslty 
made an urgent call for military aid. 

Moscow’s defense ministry said 
its troops had “liberated” five villa­
ges in the Kharkiv region near the 
Russian border as well as taking one 
village in the Donetsk region.

Ukraine’s defense ministry said 
on Friday Russia had launched an 
attack on the Kharkiv region, mak­
ing small advances into a border 
zone. Later on Saturday, Ukraine’s 
military command said Russia’s 
ground troops had air support.

Groups of people fleeing the bor­
der area were arriving in vans and 
cars loaded with bags at a reception 
center for evacuees near Kharkiv, 
Agence France-Presse reported.

Around them, volunteers assisted 
evacuees toward a few wooden 
benches where they registered and 
received food before being evacuated 
toward Kharkiv, the regional capital. 

“In total, 4,073 people have been 
evacuated,” governor Oleg Synegu- 
bov wrote on social media.

Ukraine’s military chief said on 
Sunday his country’s forces were 
facing a difficult situation in fight­
ing in the Kharkiv region, but that 
they were doing all they could to 
hold the line. The country’s com- 
mander-in-chief Oleksandr Syrslty 
said the situation in the Kharkiv 
region had “deteriorated signifi­
cantly” and was “complicated”

Zelensky said in his nightly 
address on Saturday that Ukrainian 
troops had been carrying out coun­
terattacks in border villages in the 
Kharkiv region.

Troops must “return the initiative 
to Ukraine” Zelensky said, again urg­
ing allies to speed up arms deliveries. 

“It is important that our partners 
support our soldiers and Ukrainian

Officers clear the 
debris and belongings 
of passengers after a 
bus crash in Subang, 
West Java Province, 
Indonesia, on 
Saturday. At least 11 
people were killed and 
dozens more injured 
when the bus carrying 
high school students 
lost control and veered 
to the left, crashing
into a car and three 
motorcycles, police 
said on Sunday. 
TIMUR MATAHARI / AFP

Mass evacuations prompted as Ukraine 
calls for urgent military aid from allies

By EDITH MUTETHYA 
in Nairobi, Kenya 

edithmutethyaf&chinadaily .com.cn

Hi
In 2013, when he was a senior col­

lege student at Jomo Kenyatta Uni­
versity of Agriculture and 
Technology in Nairobi, he took part 
in a training program on ridge-fur- 
row planting technology with plas­
tic film mulching and recycling for 
local farmers in Kenyan fields under 
the leadership of a Chinese expert, 
Professor Xiong Youcai.

He was fascinated by the technol­
ogy Xiong demonstrated, so after he 
graduated he applied for a place in a 
postgraduate program guided by 
Xiong at Lanzhou University in 
Gansu province, where he would 
take a closer look at the technology. 

According to statistical data 
observation of years at multiple 
points, the ridge-furrow planting 
technology with plastic film mulch­
ing and recycling that Xiong’s team 
developed can increase the average 
yield of staple crops (corn and 
wheat) by 70-80 percent and 
improve the average water use effi­
ciency by 90-100 percent.

Li Yi, who is promoting agricultural technologies, works on a farm 
with her colleagues in Nairobi in April 2022. provided to china daily
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Republic of Korea and Japan, 
exchanging views with them on the 
situation in Northeast Asia and the 
Korean Peninsula, as well as issues of 
shared interest.

By LIAZHU in San Francisco
liazhu@chinadailyusa.com

and residents said on Saturday, the 
latest abduction of villagers in a 
region blighted by widespread 
insecurity. Kidnapping has become 
endemic in Nigeria’s northwest as 
roving gangs of armed men abduct 
people from villages, highways and 
schools, and demand ransom mon­
ey from their relatives. Alhaji Bala, 
head of a district in the Bimin 
Magaji local government area of 
Zamfara, said gunmen attacked the 
villages of Gora, Madomawa and 
Jambuzu and that 38 men and 67 
women and children were missing.

Miracle 
survival
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American country’s southernmost 
state had also left about 537,000 dis­
placed, according to the local civil 
defense body, a significant increase 
over the 340,000 reported a day earli­
er. About 446 urban centers have been 
impacted, affecting the lives of more 
than 2.1 million people.

By YANG WANLI in Bangkok
yangiiianli@chinadailyMim.cn

By BELINDA ROBINSON 
in New York

belindarobinson@chinadailyusa.com
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A meeting between Xi Jinping, 
general secretary of the Commu­
nist Party of China Central Com­
mittee, and Ma Ying-jeou, former 
chairman of the Chinese Kuomint­
ang party, last month, ignited opti­
mism for improved relations 
across the Taiwan Strait, as politi­
cal and community leaders call for 
peaceful reunification, citing cul­
tural exchange and economic ties 
as key drivers.

“Xi’s warm reception of Ma and 
his delegation in Beijing is truly 
commendable. It is a gesture of 
utmost goodwill toward Taiwan,” 
said Wu Chemg-dean, chairman of 
Taiwan’s New Party, during a recent 
visit to San Francisco Bay Area.

Expressing confidence over the 
future of cross-Strait relations, he 
said that “Xi’s demeanor, wisdom, 
charisma, and elegance make it 
clear that as long as we adhere to 
the one-China principle and the 
1992 Consensus, we can transform 
the cross-Strait relations”

Wu was referring to a meeting on 
April 10 in Beijing at which Xi met a 
Taiwan delegation led by Ma.

The delegation, which included 
young people, visited historic sites, 
and interacted with youth in the

Thailand’s newly appointed 
Tourism and Sports Minister 
Sermsak Pongpanit has reaffirmed 
the government’s plan to maintain 
the tourism revenue target of 3.5 
trillion baht ($95 billion) this year. 

The government plans to earn 
2.3 trillion baht from 40 million for­
eign visitors and 1.2 trillion baht 
from 200 to 220 million domestic 
tourists, according to Thai media. 

As the country will host South­
east Asia’s first FIFA Congress on 
Friday, Sermsak said the ministry 
will be promoting sports tourism, 
including Thai martial arts, which 
is also called Muay Thai.

He said several measures would 
be taken to achieve the target, 
including offering visa-free travel 
for people of some countries dur­
ing the off-season and travel pack­
ages that promote healthcare and 
wedding tourism.

The ministry will hold tourism 
campaigns and events during die 
peak season to attract tourists from 
cold countries, he said, adding it 
will also promote new travel desti­
nations in less popular provinces.

Sermsak said a comprehensive 
plan would be drawn up to pro­
vide adequate information for 
tourists. Tourism services will be 
improved to facilitate those trav-

turing base and Taiwan’s biggest 
trading partner.

“This is the fundamental reason 
why cross-Strait relations must 
maintain peace and stability, and 
why the two sides should actively 
seek integration to achieve mutual 
benefit and win-win results,” he said. 

“The two sides of the Strait are 
one family and should draw upon 
the wisdom of the Chinese nation 
and strive for mutual understand­
ing,” said Wu, accusing the DPP of 
putting its own interests ahead of 
the well-being of the Taiwan people. 

He expressed concerns over the 
role of the US military-industrial 
complex in fueling tensions across 
the Strait.

“Those politicians in Taiwan, for 
their own personal gain, are willing 
to sacrifice the livelihood and well­
being of die Hawaii people, allowing 
arms dealers and war brokers to con- 
stantiy add fuel to the fire,” he said. 

“We should strive for fully 
resuming cross-Strait tourism and 
cultural exchange, allowing peo- 
ple-to-people bonds to drive politi­
cal dialogue,” he said.

Zhu Fenglian, a spokeswoman 
for the State Council Taiwan Affairs 
Office, said at a conference in Bei­
jing late last month that despite 
some obstacles to cross-Strait 
exchanges and cooperation made 
by Taiwan authorities, with the 
joint efforts of people on both sides, 
cross-Strait exchanges and coopera­
tion will have a bright future.

says have benefited AAPI voters. 
“We have lowered the Asian 

American unemployment rate to 
pre-pandemic levels,” the White 
House said last year. “(We have) 
achieved the highest Asian Amer­
ican employment rates since 
2008.”

A spokesperson for the Republi­
can National Committee said it 
would spend millions of dollars on 
communicating with AAPI com­
munities in key states.

However, Chen said: “According 
to our most recent survey, around 
50 percent of Asian American vot­
ers polled say they were not con­
tacted, or were unsure if they were, 
by either the Democrats or the 
Republicans. More needs to be 
done to bridge this gap, especially 
as AAPIs become the margin of 
victory in an increasing number of 
districts and states.”

It is estimated that at least 15 
million Asian Americans will be 
eligible to vote in this year’s gener­
al election. The group is 6.1 percent 
of all eligible voters, according to 
Pew Research Center projections. 
Many of these voters live in Cali­
fornia, Hawaii, New Jersey, New 
York and Texas.

The US Census in 2020 put the 
number of Asian Americans in the 
country at 24 million.

Wayne Au, Interim Dean and 
Professor at the University of 
Washington Bothell School of Edu­
cational Studies, said the term 
Asian American grew out of mobi­
lization against racial injustice in 
the late 1960s.

Political analysts are closely 
watching the history of the group’s 
voting patterns after Asian Ameri­
can voter turnout surged in the 
2020 election.

Chen said that high turnout was 
not by chance but was “years in the 
making”.

mainland. The visit is seen as a 
“breakthrough” for the strained 
cross-Strait relations by Fred Zou, 
deputy secretary-general of the Alli­
ance for China’s Peaceful Reunifica­
tion, USA.

He emphasized the trip’s focus 
on cultural exchanges between 
young people, aiming to enhance 
understanding of each other.

Zou cited the example of Zhong 
Mingxuan, a social media influenc­
er in Taiwan who initially supported 
Taiwan’s Democratic Progressive 
Party, or DPP, but changed his 
stance after visiting the mainland 
early this year.

GABORONE, Botswana — Bot­
swanan experts have accused Britain 
of double standards regarding the 
deportation of asylum seekers to 
Africa.

Late last month, the British par­
liament passed a controversial bill 
that paved the way for the country 
to send asylum seekers to Rwanda 

Thapelo Bulawa, a senior law lec­
turer at the University of Botswana, 
said British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak had pushed for the bill to be 
passed over the past two years 
despite strong opposition.

Lawmakers and activists did every­
thing within their power to scupper 
the legislation on human rights 
grounds, but the British government 
remained determined, Bulawa said. 

“Imagine a refugee from Pales­
tine, Afghanistan, or some war-torn 
country finding his or her way into 
Britain, only to be deported to 
Rwanda under the deal that the two 
countries agreed to,” Bulawa said. 

“This kind of hypocrisy is what is 
happening under the Rwanda Asy­
lum Plan.” Under the plan, the first 
asylum seeker was sent to Rwanda 
from Britain on April 30.

Tendai Ruben Mbofana, a human 
rights activist and the director at 
Botswana Network for Social Jus­
tice, a local think tank on human 
rights issues, said that those fleeing 
persecution should be provided 
with protection.

BRAZIL

Death toll from floods 
continues to climb
The death toll from heavy rains in Bra­
zil’s Rio Grande do Sul state had risen 
to 136, the local civil defense govern­
ment body said on Saturday, up from 
126 in the previous day, while another 
125 people remained unaccounted for. 
Storms and floods battering the South

JAPAN

China envoy calls for 
peace and stability
China’s Special Representative of the 
Chinese Government on Korean 
Peninsula Affairs Liu Xiaoming 
addressed the 32nd Northeast Asia 
Cooperation Dialogue in Ibkyo, 
Japan, saying China stands ready to 
work with other parties to uphold 
peace, development and stability of 
Northeast Asia. On the sidelines of 
the two-day dialogue starting from 
Wednesday, Liu had separate meet­
ings with representatives of countries 
including the United States, the

NIGERIA

Over 100 kidnapped
in raids on villages
More than 100 people were kid­
napped by gunmen during Friday 
night raids on three villages in 
northwest Nigeria, a district head

Lack of moral obligation 
‘There is a moral imperative to 

help people escape violence and 
upheavals. And Britain has shown a 
lack of moral obligation by rejecting 
asylum seekers before passing them 
to another country?’ said Mbofana.

Mbofana said the actions taken by 
Britain clearly show that “it does not 
care about the humanity and digni­
ty of those seeking assistance”.

Botswanan Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Lemogang Kwape said Bot­
swana was approached by British 
authorities but turned down the 
proposal “because it is riddled with 
controversy.”

“We have got a reputation to pro­
tect as a country. It is not that we are 
refusing to host asylum seekers, but 
things have to be done correctly” 
Kwape said.

Britain was offering large sums of 
money to many African countries to 
accept rejected asylum seekers, but 
Botswana could not fell into the trap 
because “we did not want to regret 
in future for entering into a dodgy 
deal with Britain,” said Kwape.

Britain’s opposition Labour Party 
on Friday pledged to scrap the 
Rwanda policy if it comes to power, 
replacing it with a tougher more 
joined-up approach to tackling 
irregular migration.

Labour, which is widely expected 
to win the next general election later 
this year after 14 years in opposition, 
has been under mounting pressure 
to say what it will do if it is voted into 
office.

In a speech, Labour leader Keir 
Starmer called Sunak’s “stop the 
boats” policy an ineffective “gim­
mick” that was neither a deterrent 
nor value for money.

More than 8,800 people have 
crossed the Channel from northern 
France already this year, while a 
backlog in asylum claims has left 
about 52,000 stuck in government 
temporary accommodation, he 
said.

Two tugboats set off fireworks during the tugboat ballet at the 835th Hamburg Port Anniversary on the Elbe 
River in the harbor of Hamburg, Germany, on Saturday. Emperor Friedrich Barbarossa issued a charter on 
May 7,1189, exempting the people from duty for ships on the Elbe from Hamburg to the North Sea. People of 
Hamburg celebrate the day as the birth of their harbor, georg wendt / dpa via ap

A man raises his hand 
on a stretcher as rescue 
workers carry him to an 
ambulance after he 
was rescued, having 
survived 118 hours after 
a deadly building 
collapse in George, 
South Africa, on 
Saturday. Western 
Cape Premier Alan 
Winde said it is 
“nothing short of a 
miracle". Thirteen 
people have been 
confirmed dead. Herman 
PIETERS / VIA REUTERS

Firsthand experience 
“Due to tiie lack of communica­

tion between the two sides, many 
young people in Taiwan, without 
firsthand experience of the main­
land, are likely to be completely 
deceived and blinded by the DPP,” 
Zou told China Daily.

Zhong’s example illustrated the 
problem that many young people in 
Taiwan are misinformed about the 
mainland, but it also demonstrated 
the benefit of exchanges, he added. 

Wu further emphasized the eco­
nomic benefits of peaceful cross- 
Strait relations for Taiwan people. 
He noted that the Chinese main­
land is the world’s largest manufec-

eling to tourist sites spread across 
the country, he said at a confer­
ence last week.

He said a special campaign will 
be launched to attract Chinese 
travelers, and the promotions will 
be held before China’s Golden 
Week in October.

A total of 12.6 million foreign 
visitors had traveled to Thailand 
this year as of May 6, generating a 
revenue of 605.2 billion baht, the 
ministry said. Chinese tourists 
accounted for the maximum 
number with nearly 2.5 million 
visitors.

Thailand’s Kasikom Research 
Center estimated that hotel occu­
pancy rate in the country will be 
about 70 percent this year due to 
an increase in the number of tour­
ists.

The center’s recent report indi­
cated that the income generated 
from the hotel industry will reach 
950billion baht this year, a year-on- 
year surge of 16 percent. It also said 
the revenue will help boost the 
incomes of people.

To boost income from tourism, 
the Tourism Authority of Thailand, 
or TAT, has been promoting tour­
ism in second-tier cities over the 
past few months. Thapanee Kiat- 
phaibool, governor of TAT, said the 
authority would launch campaigns 
to boost domestic tourism during 
the off-season.

Asian Americans have become 
the festest-growing group of eligi­
ble voters in the United States over 
the past 20 years, creating a crucial 
voting bloc for the candidates in 
this year’s presidential election.

Over the past four years the 
number of eligible voters who are 
Asian American rose by about 15 
percent, or 2 million people, com­
pared with a rise of 3 percent for 
all other eligible voters, according 
to the Pew Research Center in 
Washington.

Christine Chen, executive 
director of the Asian and Pacific 
Islander American Vote, a non­
partisan nonprofit group in Wash­
ington dedicated to “engaging, 
educating and empowering Asian 
American and Pacific Islander 
communities” said: “Political par­
ties could be doing more outreach 
to court the crucial AAPI voting 
bloc... While there has been some 
improvement, the data shows 
AAPI voters are still being under­
estimated and overlooked by 
many campaigns.”

Both the Democratic and 
Republican national committees 
have announced plans to court 
AAPI voters this year.

This month President Joe Bid­
en’s reelection campaign launched 
a $14 million advertising blitz, say­
ing at least $1 million of the funds 
will be used to target AAPI, black 
and Latino voters via the media.

The Biden campaign sees some 
areas such as the Midwest, the Sun 
Belt and the Southwest as crucial 
to win against the presumptive 
Republican nominee, former pres­
ident Donald Trump. The Biden 
administration is also touting sev­
eral economic successes that it
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As poll looms, electoral heft 
of Asian Americans grows

Political and community leaders cite 
cultural exchange, economy as drivers
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Stabilizing economy augurs well for global growth
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Export-bound vehicles await loading at Lianyungang Port, Jiangsu province, wang chun / for china daily
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Chinas green automakers - champions of smart mobility

By Ouyang Shijia
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their latest NEVs.
Themed “Driving to Smart Mobil­

ity”, the recently concluded 10-day 
expo captivated nearly 900,000 visi­
tors with its sheer scale and innova­
tion. Automakers unveiled 117 new 
models, while 278 NEVs were put on 
display.

The show came as NEV sales hit a 
milestone in the first half of April, 
accounting for more than 50 per­
cent of cars sold in the country, as 
per data from the China Automobile 
Dealers Association.

During the January-March peri­
od, China’s production and sales of 
NEVs reached 2.12 million and 2.09 
million units, respectively, reporting 

witnessed a collision at the 
2024 Beijing International 

— Automotive Exhibition — that 
of innovation and progress. 
Throngs of energetic visitors 
appeared to feed off the powerful, 
colorful, shapely beasts on dis­
play, whose engines’ horsepower 
specs and other tech details show­
cased the rapid strides made by 

By OUYANG SHIJIA
ouyangshijia @chinadaily zom.cn

An employee works on the production line of a textile plant in 
Fuyang, Anhui province, lu qijian / for china daily

the auto industry, especially its 
electric vehicle sector. The expo 
was a testimony that the world’s 
largest auto market is fully 
embracing a high-tech and green 
future.

Even until a decade back, car 
expos were known to attract visi­
tors, especially males, as much for 
their latest vehicle models as for 
the female models that heightened 
the event’s glamor and oomph. 
Not anymore. The focus has shift­
ed to the titans of industry. Media 
cameras now chase visionary 
entrepreneurs such as Lei Jun, 
CEO of Xiaomi; Li Xiang, CEO of 
Chinese NEV startup Li Auto; and

V -

Li Bin, CEO of Nio. Their endeav­
ors have been driving China’s new 
energy vehicle sector, which is 
known for its innovations.

At the sprawling exhibition 
halls, I sensed a pattern emerge, 
reflecting the accelerating pace 
of China’s automotive prowess. 
Between 2020, when the exhibi­
tion was last held, and this year, a 
remarkable transformation has 
taken place, with Chinese car­
makers ramping up efforts to 
catch up with their foreign coun­
terparts.Homegrown brands like 
BYD, Great Wall Motor and 
Xpeng hire vast exhibition spaces 
to showcase a diverse array of 

sector stood at 50.4 in April versus 
50.8 in March, NBS data showed, 
above the 50-point mark that sepa­
rates growth from contraction. The 
country’s official composite PMI, 
which includes both manufacturing 
and nonmanufacturing activities, 
came in at 51.7 in April, down from 
52.7 in March, the NBS said.

Meanwhile, the Caixin China 
General Services Purchasing Man­
agers’ Index, which focuses more on 
small and medium-sized enterpris­
es and exporters, came in at 52.5 in 
April, down from 52.7 in March, 
media group Caixin said. Caixin’s 
composite PMI, which includes 
both manufacturing and services 
activities, rose to 52.8 in April from 
52.7 in the previous month, record­
ing the highest level since May 2023. 

“I think the economy is stabiliz­
ing,” said Ben Simpfendorfer, a part­
ner at consultancy Oliver Wyman. 
“The foundations are there for 
recover/’

Employees work on the production line of a tractor manufacturer in 
Luoyang, Henan province, zhang yixi / for china daily

Bank, said: “China has been and will 
remain an important contributor to 
global growth in the foreseeable 
future. There is huge potential in the 
Chinese economy. China graduates 
around 1.5 million engineers every 
year. There’s a lot of potential for 
technological development, more 
productivity and more economic 
growth.”

But there are challenges as well, 
as the broader economy is still fac­
ing pressures, including uncertainty 
in the private sector and weakness 
in the property sector, which may 
continue to drag down growth in 
die short term, he said.

“What China needs to do is 
exactly what is being announced,” 
he said. “China needs to create 
clear conditions and rules on how 
the private sector can contribute. It 
needs to focus on innovation, and 
try to bring new ideas and new 
ways of organizing things. All that 
is part of China’s contribution to 
the global economy.”

A meeting of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee in April 
said the country will make moves 
to actively expand domestic 
demand, advance large-scale 
equipment renewal and trade-in 
of consumer goods and introduce 
more consumption scenarios and 
promote people-centered new 
urbanization. The meeting also 
called for research on policies and 
measures to reduce housing inven­
tory and improve the quality of 
newly added housing.

Xiong Yuan, chief economist at 
Guosheng Securities, said the key 
meeting mainly focused on deepen­
ing reforms, implementing existing 
policies, boosting domestic demand 
and stabilizing the property sector, 
which will significantly increase 
market sentiment and stabilize 
expectations.

“China’s proactive fiscal policy 
will stay front-loaded. The coun­
trywill issue ultra-long-term special 
treasury bonds as soon as possible, 
and speed up the issuance of local 
government special bonds,” he said. 
“On the property front, potential 
moves may include central funding 
to support reducing housing inven­
tory and further property policy eas­
ing in first-tier cities like Beijing and 
Shanghai.”

Lu Ting, chief China economist at 
Nomura, said potential risks in the 
property sector will remain the 
major challenge feeing China’s 
broader economy. “We need to take 
more measures to tackle the proper­
ty woes, including further proper 
easing in first-tier cities and some 
second-tier cities as well as more 
steps to ensure delivery of presold 
homes.”

• >

According to a report by the Inter­
national Energy Agency, global EV 
sales are estimated to reach 45 mil­
lion units in 2030, more than triple 
the global sales in 2023 and 45 
times that of 2022.

Xiao dismissed the allegation by 
some Western countries that Chi­
na’s green industries are hammer­
ing global industrial chains with 
“overcapacity”, saying “the capacity 
utilization rates of China’s large 
NEV makers stand at a reasonable 
level of around 80 percent to 82 per­
cent”

“The robust growth of China’s 
new energy vehicle industry has 
met the global demand for quality 
products, contributing to global 
efforts to address climate change 
and build a green and low-carbon 
system,” Xiao said.

China’s economy is showing fresh 
signs of stabilization with a solid 
first-quarter performance this year', 
laying a strong foundation for 
achieving its preset growth target of 
around 5 percent for 2024, said 
economists and global executives.

Expressing confidence in China’s 
economic trajectory, they said they 
foresee the nation maintaining its 
pivotal role as a primaiy contributor 
to global economic growth in 2024. 

They, however, also cautioned the 
latest economic data showed a mixed 
picture of recovery, and advocated 
intensified endeavors to bolster 
domestic demand, address structural 
challenges and continuously deepen 
reforms and opening-up.

Liu Xueyan, director of the Mac­
roeconomic Situation Research 
Office at the Chinese Academy of 
Macroeconomic Research, said Chi­
na got off to a good start in 2024 
with strong first-quarter GDP 
growth, steady growth in manufac­
turing and brightening social expec­
tations.

“With a robust foundation laid in 
the first quarter, renewed market 
confidence and ample room for poli­
cy adjustment in the pipeline, China 
will be on track for steady recovery 
in the second quarter,” she said.

Looking ahead, Liu said she 
believes China’s 2024 annual 
growth target of around 5 percent is 
achievable. “With rapid growth in 
resident incomes, improving urban 
employment, coupled with policy 
support, optimism is brewing over 
China’s consumption growth this 
year.”

The five-day May Day holiday 
again proved to be a bumper time 
for tourism this year. It saw 295 mil­
lion domestic trips, with a 7.6 per­
cent year-on-year growth and an 
increase of 28.2 percent compared 
to that of 2019. Domestic tourism 
revenue reached 166.89 billion yuan 
($23.16 billion), up 12.7 percent year- 
on-year and an increase of 13.5 per­
cent over the same period in 2019, 
according to the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism.

“In terms of investment, with the 
optimization and adjustment of real 
estate policies, the downward 
impact of real estate investment will 
weaken this year,” Liu said. “Mean­
while, manufacturing and infra­
structure investment will continue 
to rebound backed by forceful fiscal 
support, including the issuance of 
ultra-long-term special treasury 
bonds and local government special 
bonds.”

On exports, Liu noted China’s for­
eign trade with countries involved 
in the Belt and Road Initiative is 
expanding from traditional export 
markets to broader regions, and 
exports of the “new three” — passen­
ger electric vehicles, lithium-ion 
batteries and solar cells — will con­
tinue to support the steady growth 
in foreign trade.

Latest data from the National 
Bureau of Statistics showed an offi­
cial snapshot of the stabilizing econ­
omy, as China’s manufacturing 
activity expanded for the second 
consecutive month in April.

China’s official purchasing man­
agers index for the manufacturing

boost economic recovery and stabi­
lize employment, which will bolster 
consumer sentiment and increase 
incomes for households.

He added that the government is 
allocating more resources to support 
social welfare, pension and health­
care systems, trying to revitalize rural 
areas, as well as supporting house­
holds in replacing their consumer 
durables with new ones. “These sub­
sidies, spending and so on would be 
positive for consumption.”

Given China’s better-than-expect- 
ed economic performance, both 
Morgan Stanley and Goldman 
Sachs have raised their outlook 
for China’s economic growth this 
year.

Morgan Stanley has revised Chi­
na’s 2024 real GDP growth forecast 
from 4.2 percent to 4.8 percent. 
Goldman Sachs raised its forecast to 
5 percent from 4.8 percent.

Erik Berglof, chief economist of 
the Asian Infrastructure Investment

Erik Berglof,
chief economist of the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank

He said China’s economy still 
enjoys favorable conditions and fac­
tors, given a potential soft landing of 
the US economy and the stronger 
growth in the global economy. “I 
think exports are the primary posi­
tive factor.”

While China’s growth target of 
around 5 percent for this year seems 
challenging, Simpfendorfei' said he 
believes the goal is “still achievable 
if the real estate sector begins to sta­
bilize”

He added that “the real estate sec­
tor will remain a drag”, and the cor­
rection in real estate investment 
and sales will take at least another 
six to 12 months.

“There’s good reason for policy­
makers to maintain an easy interest 
rate and credit policy this year,” he 
said.

To further bolster China’s eco­
nomic recovery, Simpfendorfer 
advocated that policymakers should 
increase fiscal spending in key fields

6
China has been and 
will remain an 
important contributor 
to global growth in 
the foreseeable 
future. There is huge 
potential in the 
Chinese economy. 
China graduates 
around 1.5 million 
engineers every year.”

Rebound of trade, 
investment, 
manufacturing, 
and tourism boom 
key positives

SSL

growth of 28.2 percent and 31.8 per­
cent year-on-year. NEV sales 
accounted for over 30 percent of 
cars sold in China in the first quar­
ter, data from the China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers 
showed.

Xiao Xinjian, director of the 
Research Department II of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Economy Study Center, 
said China’s burgeoning NEV sector 
enjoys huge growth potential, effec­
tively driving the nation’s green transi­
tion and providing the world with 
China’s solution for green and low-car­
bon development

Xiao noted that China’s edge in 
the NEV sector is powered by mar­
ket forces, especially sufficient mar­
ket competition, expressing 
optimism and confidence about the 
sector’s future growth prospects.

such as health and education. 
“That might provide consumers, 

especially low-income ones, with 
greater certainty in their household 
finances and greater confidence to 
start to spend more on other types of 
goods and services,” he said. “To see 
a stronger recovery this year, we 
need to see consumer spending 
accelerate.”

Huang Yiping, dean of Peking 
University’s National School of 
Development, said that die nation’s 
economy is relatively stable. “There 
is hope that the economy may con­
tinue to improve, given that the gov­
ernment will expand its fiscal 
spending and proride more support 
to economic growth in the coming 
months.

“The US economy looks like it is 
experiencing a soft landing, which 
should be positive for our external 
economic environment and 
exports.”

Huang called for more efforts to
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Steel industry likely to be stable as recovery steady
Decline in demand for metal used in real estate sector may narrow this year
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Masteel Group employees measure the temperature of a steelmaking furnace in Maanshan, Anhui province, in April, zhang mingwei / for china daily

By YUAN SHENGGAO
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The City of Design Roundtable Dialogue is held during the 2024 Shenzhen Design Week event, photos provided to china daily

Design and fashion take center stage

in Shenzhen to showcase local culture
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Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed that China’s erode 
steel output fell 1.9 percent year-on- 
year to 257 million tons in the first 
quarter. Apparent consumption of 
crude steel decreased by 4.7 percent 
year-on-year to 232 million tons dur­
ing die January-March period, said 
the China Iron and Steel Association. 

Jiang Wei, vice-president of the 
association, attributed the notable 
decline in apparent consumption of 
crude steel to factors like the lack of

Contact the writers at
ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn.

Many young students came to the 
exhibition, among them one sur- 
named Lu, a sophomore from 
Guangzhou. “We are very interested 
in design. We heard the activities of 
the Shenzhen Design Week are par­
ticularly rich, so we finally came dur­
ing the May Day holiday to see this 
horizon-broadening event,” said Lu.

The Shenzhen-Hong Kong-Macao

intelligent and green transition.
Jiang said the demand for steel 

used in the manufacturing sector 
has grown over the years, with the 
sector accounting for 48 percent of 
the overall steel demand in 2023, up 
from 42 percent in 2020.

“The steel industry has signifi­
cantly accelerated the adjustment of 
its product structure, in a bid to 
meet the increasing demand for 
steel used in the manufacturing sec­
tor, including fields like automo-

China’s steel industry is forecast 
to maintain stability this year as the 
world’s second-largest economy is 
on track for a steady recovery, said 
industry experts.

“China’s steel demand will likely 
remain steady or report slight 
growth this year given the country’s 
around 5 percent annual GDP 
growth target, the recovery in down­
stream demand, and the move to 
accelerate fixed-asset investment 
and promote large-scale equipment 
renewal and trade-in of consumer 
goods,” said Zhang Longqiang, pres­
ident of the China Metallurgical 
Information and Standardization 
Institute.

Zhang said the decline in demand 
for steel used in the real estate sector 
may narrow this year, as the country 
has doubled efforts to promote the 
construction of government-subsi­
dized housing, build dual-use public 
infrastructure that can accommo­
date emergency needs and redevelop 
urban villages.

Zhang estimated that infrastruc­
ture investment will remain stable 
this year with a growth rate of at 
least 5 percent, suggesting a steady 
growth of steel demand for infra­
structure construction.

“Demand for steel in energy and 
manufacturing industries will keep 
growing, especially in fields like 
wind and solar power, nuclear pow­
er, new energy vehicles, shipbuild­
ing and marine engineering.”

Zhang said the implementation of 
China’s plan for driving large-scale 
equipment renewal and promoting 
trade-in deals for consumer goods is 
expected to create an additional over 
14 million metric tons of annual steel 
demand. New urbanization will con­
tinue to promote steel buildings and 
the construction of “new infrastruc­
ture” will also boost steel demand, 
he said.
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Digital Creative Design Exhibition 
also attracted a large number of visi­
tors with its imaginative design, 
interactive experiences and strong 
visual impact. A female visitor 
described the exhibition as “refresh­
ing, as some traditional cultural ele­
ments became more vivid and 
interesting through digital technolo­
gy. It was delightful to see so many

organizations, institutions, business­
es and schools, catalyzing collabora­
tion and innovation in the global 
design sector.

Subactivities of the Design Week 
were organized throughout the city, 
with each having its own features. 
One major highlight came from the 
design work of Dream Wings, which 
was exhibited at the Rail In shopping 
mall. The Shenzhen city image film 
Leading the Way, which premiered 
at the opening ceremony of the 
Design Week, has become a sensa­
tion. Consisting of more than 700 
components in its intricate structure, 
the work embodies a tangible expres­
sion of the spirit of Shenzhen.

An international typography 
design exhibition, another represent­
ative activity affiliated with the 
Design Week, was held at the Nantou 
Ancient Town in the city. It show­
cased a respected attitude to the 
long-standing Chinese characters 
and allowed visitors to explore the 
potential of future design.

effective downstream demand and a 
slow demand recovery after the 
Spring Festival holiday.

“The steel industry still feces chal­
lenges like temporary severe imbal­
ances in supply and demand, 
notable declines in steel prices and 
rising iron ore prices,” he said.

Facing pressures from challenging 
market situations, the steel industry 
has been actively accelerating the cul­
tivation of new quality productive for­
ces, and promoting high-end,

biles, ships and household applian­
ces,” Jiang said.

According to a survey by the asso­
ciation, 40 percent of surveyed steel 
enterprises have applied three-di­
mensional visual simulation tech­
nology on major production lines, 
79.6 percent have piloted big data 
models, and 18.4 percent have 
already deployed partial applica­
tions of artificial intelligence. As of 
April 23, some 136 steel companies 
completed or partially completed

ultra-low emission transformation 
and assessment monitoring.

Despite challenges ahead, the 
steel industry will focus on opportu­
nities from rising demand in sectors 
like manufacturing and energy, 
Jiang said.

“More efforts should be made to 
adjust and optimize the offerings 
and create more high-value items.”

Appealing award and works 
On April 27, the Shenzhen Global 

Design Awards, knowm as the Kun- 
peng Global Design Award, were 
handed out after evaluating about 
5,000 entries from 18 countries and 
regions. After a professional evalua­
tion by 25 international and domes­
tic judges, a total of 331 award­
winning works were selected in the 
five major design categories of urban 
design, industrial design, feshion 
design, digital design, and communi­
cation design, with total prize money 
of 5 million yuan ($691,970).

Zhang Ling, head of the city’s com-

munication department, said this 
year marks the 16th year since 
Shenzhen was awarded the title of 
“City' of Design” bj' the UNESCO Cre­
ative Cities Network, and noted the 
Kunpeng award emphasizes respect­
ing traditional culture and drawing 
design inspiration from the long his­
tory of civilization and distinctive 
local culture. “In Shenzhen, every 
creative idea will be respected. 
Shenzhen will create a better envi­
ronment for the design industry and 
promote the commercialization of 
award-winning works,” said Zhang. 

As a core component of the 
Shenzhen Design Week, the award 
was supported by the organizing 
committee of the Shenzhen Design 
Week and administrated by the 
Shenzhen Innovation and Creative 
Design Development Office.

This year’s gold award winner in 
feshion design is the Dragon Flight 
brooch designed by Shenzhen Ying- 
he Taifu Jewelry. The brooch inte­
grates poetry, painting and Chinese 
philosophy, evoking thoughts and 
nostalgia with its romantic and aes­
thetic design. Its lead designerjewel­
ry artist Wu Fenghua, said the 
inspiration for the piece came from a 
line in the Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
poem Spring River in Flower Moon 
Night. The core design concept aims 
to express the ultimate life ideal of 
transforming like a fish into a dragon 
and benefiting the world.

Ni Qiaobo, a project officer of the 
UNESCO Creative Cities Network 
and UNESCO Cities Platform, said 
Shenzhen is the first city in China to 
join the UNESCO Creative Cities Net­
work. With the successful organiza­
tion of the Shenzhen Design Week 
accompanied by many other activi­
ties, Ni said Shenzhen plays a leading 
role and has achieved significant 
accomplishments regarding tech- 
driven development and innovation. 
It is also gaining increasing recogni­
tion internationally.

Alessandro Antonicelli, a design 
teacher from Italy, said the Shenzhen 
Design Week was very important for 
the creation of design culture in the 
city because it provides a platform 
for people to think and learn more 
about design, while Dhruv Bharat 
Shah from Kenya said: “I learned dif­
ferent concepts of design and what 
design means to my peers in differ­
ent industries. And that makes a big 
difference to someone like me who’s 
not a design student.”

cutting-edge works in Shenzhen that 
were aligned with new media 
trends”

In addition, several exhibition are­
as in Shekou, Overseas Chinese Town 
and Nanshan Museum have attract­
ed many local visits with diverse tra­
ditional craftsmanship revival 
projects, contemporary art, and light 
and shadow design.
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By OUYANG SHI JIA 
and LIU ZHIHUA

Opportunities and 
Chc”enges «

Shenzhen Design Week, which 
wrapped up on May 6, vibrantly 
showcased the city’s ongoing effort to 
rebrand itself within the culture and 
feshion scene, according to local offi­
cials.

With the theme “Design for a Bet­
ter Life”, the event kicked off on April 
27, featuring a wide range of cultural 
activities and exhibitions. Besides 
the opening ceremony, the City of 
Design Roundtable Dialogue and 
the World Designers Congress, the 
Kunpeng Global Design Award cere­
mony and award-winning works’ 
exhibition were held, along with a 
series of brand promotion events.

Representatives from the UNESCO 
Creative Cities Network and the Inter­
national Council of Design, and 
industrial insiders from Asia, North 
America, Europe, as well as represent­
atives from Hong Kong, Macao, 
designers from cities such as Beijing, 
Shanghai, Wuhan and Chongqing, 
and experts and scholars from 
domestic design schools, were invited 
to the event

Rebranding city’s role
Shenzhen in South China’s Guang­

dong province is known as one of the 
country’s primary tech hubs. In 2023, 
the city government released a three- 
year action plan with the goal of 
building itself into a “City of Design” 
In tlie inaugural year of that action 
plan and the seventh year since the 
establishment of Shenzhen Design 
Week, Shenzhen revamped the posi­
tioning and operation of its design 
week event to create a multilayered 
exhibition and communication plat­
form.

In the new context, more than 20 
series of branded events, including 
the feshion week events and other 
key innovative design activities 
throughout the year, are organized 
under the Shenzhen Design Week 
framework and serve as an experien­
tial platform for urban management 
and improving residents’ quality of 
life.

The just-concluded Design Week 
advocated the fusion of design and 
creative industries, and utilized vari­
ous forms of creative design activities 
to promote Shenzhen’s industrial 
development. During the roundtable 
dialogue, a special segment was orga­
nized to fecilitate design industry 
exchanges among global design

A major piece of art embodying the Shenzhen spirit is exhibited 
during the design week event.
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Why Chinas new three’, green push irk West

EAGLE EYE
By Zhang Y ansheng
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What overcapacity’? Nation playing key role in global economy

MAIN STREET
By Wang Jinbin
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n the midst of an ongoing trade dis­
pute, the United States has been per­
sistently raising concerns over the so- 
called overcapacity in China.

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
recently claimed that China’s new energy 
sector suffers from overcapacity, leading to 
global price distortions and adversely affect­
ing US businesses and workers. However, 
this viewpoint is unfounded and lacks sub­
stantial evidence.

First of all, in the era of economic globali­
zation, the prices and sales of goods are 
determined by global market forces.

The concept of green development has 
become an inherent requirement of Chi­
na’s modernization. China has laid out 
wide-ranging targets to mitigate climate 
change — its “dual carbon” goals aim to 
peak carbon dioxide emissions before 
2030 and achieve carbon neutrality before 
2060.

Global consensus on the significance of 
green development has been growing 
steadily. It is widely acknowledged that 
transitioning to renewable energy sour­
ces and fostering the development of 
green industries are key historical trends 
that will shape the future of the global 
economy.

China’s success in green development can 
be attributed to its sustained focus on tech­
nological innovation. The country has con­
tinuously improved its green supply chain 
system, ensuring a robust and competitive 
market environment for the rapid growth of 
the new energy industry.

In 2023, China’s exports of “new three” 
products — new energy vehicles, photovol­
taic products and lithium batteries — were 
worth 1.06 trillion yuan ($147 billion), up 
nearly 30 percent year-on-year.

As the world recognizes the need for 

global green revolution. One is romanticism, 
which only talks but doesn’t act In some 
developed countries, there is even a new 
trend of regressing from dual carbon goals. 
The other is realism, which starts from reali­
ty and progresses step by step. China, adher­
ing to the principles of “seeking truth from 
facts” being pragmatic and progressing step 
by step, encourages technological innova­
tion and high-quality development of new 
energy and NEVs.

Thanks to the joint efforts of various enti­
ties in China, significant technological and 
industrial progress has been made in strate­
gic emerging industries represented by the 
“new three” industries in the green transfor­
mation of traditional industries including 
transportation, chemicals, metallurgy and 
construction.

If there were no negative spillovers of geo­
political tensions, protectionism and over­
generalization of security, the supply and 
demand of NEVs, photovoltaics and lithium 
batteries would reach a dynamic equilibri­
um on a global level.

At die same time, China will further deep­
en market-oriented reforms, expand high- 
standard opening-up, improve the legal 
system, and enhance the institutional 
framework for fair competition, green 
development and the advancement of clean 
energy domestically.

China is accelerating the development of 
new quality productive forces, which will 
make a greater contribution to achieving 
global sustainable development. New quali­
ty productive forces are in and of themselves 
green productivity, which will promote a 
comprehensive transformation from con­
trolling energy consumption to controlling 
carbon emissions.

China will achieve more technological 
and industrial breakthroughs in fields 
such as green revolution, new energy revo­
lution and digital technology revolution. 
However, Chinese-style modernization 
requires us, as a responsible major coun­
try, to not only focus on our own develop­
ment, but also drive common global 
development.

We cannot just pursue winner-takes-all or 
zero-sum games, but should promote 
shared benefits, cooperation and shared 
development. We should not only focus on 
exporting green goods and sendees, but also 
pay more attention to importing green 
products and services, and promote com­
prehensive international cooperation in 
green development. China will continuously 
improve market-oriented reforms and 
achieve new progress.

the overcapacity problem primarily due to 
China’s excessive investment, or is it due to 
insufficient investment in the United States 
and other Western countries? Does the 
increase of China’s production capacity 
have an impact on demand for industrial 
products? In other words, could an 
increase in supply lead to an increase in 
demand? Who is buying more Chinese 
products? Is it the US, which buys a large 
number of Chinese products at the expense 
of its own industries, or are Chinese prod­
ucts being sold to countries without com­
petitive industries?

During the global financial crisis in 2008, 
the US introduced a theory of global eco­
nomic imbalance, claiming that China was 
the initiator of such global economic imbal­
ances and that China should foot the bill for 
the global financial crisis.

When discussing it with my US friends, I 
drew two charts: one showing the US’ cur­
rent account deficit and the other showing 
China’s current account surplus. The charts 
show that the US deficit accelerated starting 
from 1991, peaking from 2005 to 2007 The

nology and industrial policies of the past 40 
years, attempting to address the hollowing 
out of its manufacturing sector. On the other 
hand, the US is leveraging new protection­
ism, industrial policies and government 
intervention to undermine the solid founda­
tion of China’s production and supply 
chains.

In this context, is the US once again 
using global imbalances as a pretext to 
make China foot the bill for alleviating 
global imbalances? This time, there is a 
stronger tint of geopolitical confrontation, 
with a tendency to oppose China at every 
opportunity. The progress that China has 
made in the “new three” industries is polit­
ically incorrect for the US, along with its 
allied countries.

This retrogressive approach is not only 
unfair to Chinese companies and global 
consumers, but also a step backward in the 
global transition toward sustainability.

Currently, the global economy is entering 
a new era of green revolution, new energy 
revolution and digital technology revolu­
tion. There are two different trends in the

market dynamics, raising concerns among 
certain countries about their competitive­
ness and market share.

Conflicts and differences in international 
economic and trade cooperation should be 
managed properly based on the fundamen­
tal principles of fair competition and open 
cooperation within the framework of mar­
ket economy and in accordance with the 
rules of the World Trade Organization. It is 
imperative for countries to collectively 
uphold the stability of global trade order 
and the resilience of production and supply 
chains.

The US’ approach of politicizing trade 
issues, including concerns related to pro­
duction capacity and other economic mat­
ters, has sparked significant trade frictions 
among major nations. This attempt to dis­
rupt China’s crucial role in maintaining sta­
bility within the global production and 
supply chains goes against the principles of 
market economy.

Moreover, it not only hampers the devel­
opment of domestic industries but also pos­
es a threat to the stability of the global 
economy, and severely undermines the real­
ization of the global climate agenda.

In fact, China welcomes the US to engage 
in fair competition in the international 
emerging sectors. China has fully lifted for­
eign investment market access restrictions 
in the manufacturing sector, allowing 
countries to fully share the development 
opportunities of China’s vast market, there­
by enhancing the competitiveness of both 
the Chinese and global markets.

China has emerged as Tesla’s second-larg­
est market globally, with the US carmaker 
selling over 600,000 vehicles in China in 
2023, representing a year-on-year growth of 
over 37 percent. The Chinese new energy 
sector is taking concrete actions to fulfill the 
global climate agenda.

ufacturing industry. However, this 
approach contradicts the principles of glob­
al comparative advantage and is likely to 
exacerbate inflationary pressures in the US 
while reducing consumer welfare.

The US has found itself embroiled in 
hypocrisy when it comes to its approach to 
green energy subsidies. On the one hand, 
the US government has implemented large- 
scale subsidies to promote the development 
of new energy sources.

On the other, it has been quick to criti­
cize China’s subsidies for green energy, dis­
regarding the facts and invoking the 
notion of “fair competition”. Such actions 
not only undermine China’s rights to green 
development but also hinder the progress 
of environmental sustainability world­
wide.

Observers have begun to see through the 
US government’s strategy of advocating free 
markets when it is competitive, only to 
resort to protectionism when its own com­
petitiveness wanes.

The rise of China’s advanced manufactur­
ing capabilities has posed a significant chal­
lenge to the US’ leading position in the 
advanced manufacturing sector. The claims 
of China’s overcapacity in the new energy 
sector are seen as nothing more than an 
excuse for the US to implement further 
trade protectionist policies, employing old 
rhetoric to hinder China’s technological 
advancement.

In the current era of green development, 
many countries, including China, are feeing 
challenges in industrial restructuring and 
labor adjustments. The advancement of 
new energy technologies is driving a pro­
found realignment of global production and 
supply chains. With global competition 
intensifying, the redistribution of resources 
and interests is an inevitable outcome of 
market forces.

China’s rapid development in the new 
energy industry' has presented a substitute 
effect on the global market shares of devel­
oped countries like the US, resulting in a 
shift from trade surplus to deficit in this 
sector for some nations. The growth of Chi­
na’s new energy sector has reshaped global 
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root of the deficit lies in the tech bubble in 
the 1990s and the financial bubble in the 
2000s.

Meanwhile, China’s surplus accelerated 
from 2005, making it a victim of the two 
bubbles led by the US. Yet, the US demanded 
that China should take responsibility for the 
international financial crisis and foot the 
bill to mitigate global imbalances.

Over the past few years, the US has taken 
massive economic stimulus measures in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis. As a 
result, by June 2022, inflation rates in the 
US and Europe reached 9.1 percent and 8.6 
percent, respectively. Subsequently, 
aggressive interest rate hikes were imple­
mented to counter inflation. This year, the 
US is expected to have a fiscal deficit of 
$1.6 trillion, with total debt reaching $35 
trillion and annual interest payments 
reaching $1 trillion, indicating a towering 
debt burden.

As for the geopolitical game between Chi­
na and the US, on the one hand, the US is 
engaging in a comprehensive reassessment, 
correction and reboot of its education, tech-

X
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ne of the issues raised by US Trea­
sury Secretary Janet Yellen dur­
ing her visit to China last month is 
the so-called overcapacity in Chi­

na’s “new three” industries — new' energy 
vehicles, lithium-ion batteries and photovol­
taic products.

But seen from the global governance level, 
w'hat tiie w'orld lacks most now is a mecha­
nism for redressing global imbalances, a 
mechanism for handling global losses, gains 
and compensation, and an arbitration 
mechanism for conflicts and coordination 
among major economies.

Thus, the focus of such an issue can be 
traced to how major global powers take the 
responsibility of building a mechanism for 
global rebalancing and adjustment.

Yellen, as a professional economist, 
believes that China’s current production 
capacity is excessively large, and other coun­
tries in the world simply cannot digest it. 
She also claimed to be concerned about Chi­
na’s long-term macroeconomic imbalance, 
which is caused by insufficient household 
consumption and excessive corporate 
investment.

Yellen believes that it is the government’s 
industrial policies that have supported 
emerging industries in China, such as elec­
tric vehicles, lithium-ion batteries and solar 
energy.

On Sept 13 last year, the European Com­
mission also announced the launch of an 
anti-subsidy investigation into electric vehi­
cles imported from China. At that time, I 
was doing research in Europe, and several 
major European associations told me that 
this investigation was initiated by the EC 
instead of the European business communi­
ty, and was targeted at China’s “new three” 
industries. They added that not only did the 
EC intend to take action against China’s 
“new three” industries, but also the US gov­
ernment would follow suit soon.

All these suggest that noneconomic fee- 
tors are at play behind this so-called overca­
pacity problem.

According to the International Energy 
Agency, global demand for NEVs in 2030 
will reach 45 million units, which is 4.5 
times that of 2022. Global demand for newly 
installed capacity for photovoltaic products 
will reach 820 gigawatts, which is about four 
times that of 2022. This shows that current 
production capacity is far from meeting 
global market demand.

In response to the accusation by Yellen 
and European regulators, US economist 
David Goldman raised several questions: Is

sustainable solutions, China’s efforts in 
promoting new energy imports and 
exports, as well as green technology 
transfers, have played a crucial role in 
facilitating the transition toward a green­
er world.

The global new energy industry is cur­
rently feeing a shortage of high-quality pro­
duction capacity rather than an issue of 
“overcapacity”.

According to estimates by the Interna­
tional Energy Agency, the global demand for 
NEVs is projected to reach 45 million units 
by 2030, a staggering 4.5 times the levels 
recorded in 2022.

Similarly, by 2030, the global photovoltaic 
sector is expected to witness a fourfold 
increase compared to the levels in 2022 in 
new installed capacity, with the demand by 
2030 reaching 820 gigawatts.

Contrary to concerns about overcapacity, 
the current global production capacity in 
the new energy sector is far from sufficient 
to meet potential market demand. This 
observation holds true not only at the glob­
al level but also within China’s domestic 
market.

While China has been a leading exporter 
of new energy products, there remains sig­
nificant untapped demand in its vast urban 
and rural areas. This untapped demand 
presents a substantial and enduring market 
space, ensuring stable and long-term 
demand for China’s new energy products. 
Consequently, the production capacity in 
China’s new energy sector is also far from 
excessive.

The notion that China extensively exports 
new energy products at low prices is not 
borne out by the fects. In feet, Chinese NEVs 
are generally sold at higher prices overseas; 
yet, their sales volume continues to grow 
rapidly.

These observations indicate that the pric­
ing and sales of new energy products are 
determined by the dynamics of internation­
al market supply and demand, reflecting the 
outcomes of a fully competitive market 
economy.

In addition, a fundamental economic 
principle — the principle of comparative 

advantage — emphasizes the benefits of spe­
cialization and trade. However, deviating 
from this principle can have adverse effects 
on consumer welfare.

In market economies, imbalances 
between supply and demand are a com­
mon occurrence. It is not uncommon for 
any country or region to experience over­
capacity in certain products. (This is not 
to say that China currently has overca­
pacity in the new energy sector.) Howev­
er, market competition and 
technological advancements naturally 
eliminate excess capacity that lacks mar­
ket demand.

China’s new energy sector has showcased 
its global leadership in quality production 
capacity, as evidenced by the remarkable 
export figures and market share dominance 
achieved in key segments.

In 2023, China’s exports of electric vehi­
cles exceeded 1.77 million units, marking a 
staggering 67 percent year-on-year growth. 
Additionally, the country currently holds 
over 60 percent of the global power battery 
market share.

The early establishment of the new ener­
gy industry, the significant effects of indus­
trial clusters, substantial investments in 
research and development, improved cost 
management efficiency, stable and efficient 
logistics, and the driving force of the 
domestic market have all contributed to the 
rapid growth of China’s new energy sector. 

This division of labor is a result of Chinese 
companies’ own efforts in the fiercely com­
petitive global market, rather than reliance 
on low-cost dumping or industrial protec­
tionism.

In contrast to China’s focus on technologi­
cal innovation and quality production, the 
US government has been vigorously pro­
moting a “100-percent Made in America” 
narrative. In November 2021, the Biden 
administration signed the largest infra­
structure bill in half a century, amounting to 
a stupendous $1 trillion.

The Biden administration aims to incen­
tivize US businesses to use domestically 
sourced materials through subsidies, with 
the intention of boosting the domestic man­
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After Hangzhou and Xi’an 
annulled their restrictions on nonlo­
cal residents buying homes last 
week, only Beijing, Shanghai, Guang­
zhou, Shenzhen, Tianjin and Haikou 
are still carrying out the policy that 
was introduced about 10 years ago 
with the aim of checking the bub­
bling of the housing market then. 

To reboot the lackluster real 
estate market, which concerns 
many upstream and downstream 
industries, investment, consump­
tion, national financial security and 
government revenue, it is projected 
that these cities will also adjust 
their restrictive policies in the near 
future. The national housing inven­

tory for sale now has already 
exceeded its historical high in 2015. 

Therefore the policymakers 
urgently need to release effective 
purchasing power, activate housing 
market transactions, hedge against 
declining demand, restore market 
momentum, and stabilize price sig­
nals and market expectations. 

The first-tier cities should pay 
attention to meeting the demand 
for housing purchases by the 
migrant population and singles. 
Currently, the average age of mar­
riage and childbirth in large cities 
is delayed and the proportion of 
single people is increasing. 

However, the final effect of lifting

is the Israeli side that has been reck­
lessly killing the Palestinian people 
on their land. And even if the Hamas 
Oct 7 attack is taken into account, 
what the Israel lias done in the 
region since the end of World War II 
must also be borne in mind as well, 
which clearly shows the right and 
wrong of the Palestinian question. 

The world can see clearly that the 
statehood of Israel has not only 
been fully guaranteed but also the 
country has prospered. In the pro­
cess, it has continuously expanded 
its influence to the Palestinian side 
beyond the 1967 borders, and even 
invaded neighboring countries, 
including Syria and Lebanon. 

Over the years, Israel, as the 
occupying power, has technically 
eroded the foundation of the two- 
state solution. The current conflict, 
which has lasted for more than sev­
en months, is more likely to com­
pletely ruin the prospects of the 
two-state solution agreed by the 
international community.

So it is not the security or future of

hile the planned visit of Republic of 
Korea Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul 
to China from Monday to Tuesday is 
not expected to mend the bilateral 

relationship, it is anticipated that it will at least 
help both sides work toward that end.

Cho’s visit comes at a time when the ROK has a 
trade deficit of $18 billion with China, which was 
previously the source of its largest trade surplus. 
This is the first trade deficit the ROK has had with 
China since the two sides forged diplomatic ties in 
1992. The reason is political rather than economic. 

As ROK-based East Asia Daily pointed out, China 
imported $4.48 billion worth of semiconductors from 
the ROKin 2023,203 percent lower than in 2022. This 
is due to the United States cajoling the ROK to limit its 
chip exports to China. In other words, it is the ROK 
thathas suffered most heavily by faithfully heeding die 
US’ callforits allies to cut their chips supplyto China. 

Thus when the ROK Foreign Ministry told the 
media that the two nations would talk about “issues 
of common interest, from bilateral relations, the tri­
lateral summit and the Korean Peninsula, to regional 
and global issues” they need to know the plain truth 
that the two nations’ common interest can only be

ing China, Russia, Vietnam, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea and Azerbaijan, are listed as 
having “nonmarket economy sta­
tus” as designated by the US 
Department of Commerce. 

For the “nonmarket economy” 
countries, the US imposes high tar­
iffs on goods imported from them 
and allows the imposition of 
so-called antidumping tariffs. 

The US Department of Com­
merce has established a set of crite­
ria to “determine” whether a 
country has market-driven eco­
nomic attributes: whether die 
country’s currency is freely convert­
ible; whether its wage rates are 
freely negotiated between labor 
and capital; whether joint ventures 
or other foreign investments are 
allowed; whether the means of pro­
duction in the country is owned by 
the state; whether the state con­
trols the allocation of resources and 
price and output decisions; wheth-

US side has no obvious advantages over China.
Meanwhile, along with the enlarging of the Entity 

List, US media report that the Biden administration is 
to raise tariffs on electric vehicles from China from 25 
percent to about 100 percent in the coming days, and 
batteries and solar panels from China will also be tar­
geted. These protectionist moves cannot spearhead 
US green technology’s competitiveness, and they will 
only hinder global green transitions as a whole.

Such “blatant economic coercion and bullying in 
the field of technology”, as Beijing described the 
moves, came shortly after US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and Treasury Secretary Janet Yell­
en wrapped up their visits to China, supposedly as 
part of the Biden administration’s efforts to repair 
ties and manage differences responsibly by leverag­
ing the role of consultation mechanisms in such 
areas as diplomacy, economy, finance and com­
merce that have ostensibly agreed to restore or 
establish to resolve bilateral disputes.

Biden has repeatedly claimed that his administra­
tion does not want to curtail China’s development, 
and does not seek “decoupling” from China. But the 
latest rounds of new sanctions and threats of exorbi­
tant tariffs on Chinese green products clearly show 
that the Biden administration is hellbent on saying 
one thing and doing another in handling China rela­
tions, feeling no qualms about overdrawing further 
on its already bankrupt credibility. That leaves Chi­
na no choice but to take necessary measures to reso­
lutely safeguard the legitimate rights and interests 
of Chinese enterprises, and reevaluate the US’ com­
mitment as well as its own input to repair ties.

er human rights and labor rights 
are protected in the country. 

Yet these criteria are nothing but 
excuses trying to cover up the feet 
that the “nonmarket economy” list 
is a geopolitical tool. Washington 
has launched many antidumping 
investigations against Vietnam 
over the years. In January this year, 
a number of US senators and repre­
sentatives wrote to the US Depart­
ment of Commerce stating that 
granting market economy status to 
Vietnam would exacerbate ongoing 
trade distortions, erode the US’ 
manufacturing base, and threaten 
US workers and industry. Things 
that many workers’ unions have 
also expressed concerns about. 

As such, to try and grant Vietnam 
market economy status before the 
US presidential election stems from 
the Biden administration’s needs to 
cater to some voters’ demands for 
“decoupling” from China. 

-BEIJING NEWS

US President Joe Biden always 
boasts that his diplomacy with 
Vietnam is a “highlight” of his for­
eign policy. The US Department of 
Commerce held a public hearing on 
whether to recognize Vietnam’s 
“market economy status” on 
Wednesday. It will complete the 
review and make a final decision on 
that before July 26.

But the heated discussions at the 
hearing demonstrate that Biden’s 
attempts to court Vietnam as a stra­
tegic ally conflict with his desire to 
secure the votes of union workers. 

During Biden’s visit to file South­
east Asian country last year, he 
announced that file US-Vietnam rela­
tionship would be upgraded to a 
“comprehensive strategic partner­
ship". Later, US Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen called Vietnam a “friend­
ly” investment destination, and 
declared that the country is a suitable 
supply chain alternative for file US. 

More than 10 countries, includ-

The United Nations General 
Assembly voted by a wide margin on 
Friday to grant new “rights and priv­
ileges” to Palestine and called on the 
UN Security Council to reconsider 
the request of the Palestinians that 
Palestine become the 194th member 
of the United Nations.

Although the US can still veto 
Palestine’s UN membership in any 
UN Security Council vote on the 
issue, as it did on April 18, the result 
of the latest UN General Assembly 
vote reflects the wider support for 
full membership of Palestine in the 
UN, which means greater pressure 
on Washington not to act against 
the will of the world. 

US Deputy Ambassadoi' to the 
UN Robert Wood said on Friday 
that for the US to support Palestini­
an statehood, direct negotiations 
must guarantee Israel’s security 
and future as a democratic Jewish 
state and that Palestinians can live 
in peace in a state of their own. 

But by saying that the US side just 
pretends to be blind to the feet that it
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here have been times when the Chinese 
and Philippine governments have agreed 
their relationship is much bigger than 
their South China Sea disputes.

In those times, those disputes were managed rel­
atively well, as were bilateral ties in general.

Yet those times seem to be over, at least under the 
current administration in Manila, and a regrettable 
lack of wise helmsmanship from it is sending the once 
manageable ties toward a dangerous fractiousness. 
Tb make things worse, third parties, in the region and 
beyond, are deliberately exacerbating the frictions.

As Chinese and Philippine government officials 
continue trading accusations over the World War II 
ship Manila grounded on China’s Ren’ai Reef in 
1999, the encounters between their maritime forces 
are grinding toward a spark. Manila has deployed 
several ships to “monitor” the supposed illegal 
activities of China, said the office of President Ferdi­
nand Marcos Jr. Multiple vessels of the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army’s Southern Theater Com­
mand Navy have been sent to the South China Sea 
for a “combat training exercise”

As both governments insist, neither side wants 
the altercation to spiral out of control. But as their 
latest dispute over the alleged telephone conversa­
tion between a Philippine admiral and a Chinese 
official indicates, the drain of mutual trust is ampli­
fying mutual animosity. And those ill feelings are 
increasingly poisoned by outsider interference.

According to Chinese diplomatic sources, Chi­
nese and Philippine officials had reached a “gentle­
man’s agreement” on the latter’s missions to supply

ensured by Seoul pursuing an independent foreign 
policy. That applies not only to trade but also security 
considering its worsening relationship with the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

With the ruling People Power Party performing 
poorly in the congressional election in April, the 
Yoon Suk-yeol government has almost become a 
lame duck. It needs to uphold strategic autonomy 
that serves the nation’s own interests rather than 
those of the US. Thus Seoul is accelerating its steps 
to improve relations with its neighbors.

The fact that the ninth China-Japan-ROK lead­
ers’ meeting is scheduled to be held in Seoul on May 
26-27, according to ROK sources, offers the oppor­
tunity for the three countries to find ways to work 
together for their mutual benefit

Seoul deserves credit for actively promoting the 
resumption of the meeting mechanism that has 
been suspended since 2019. Yet the challenges faced 
by the trilateral relations over the past five years 
should remind Seoul, as well as Tokyo, that it is 
imperative to carry out exchanges in good faith if the 
three neighbors are to delve into the issues where 
their ties really mb, and work together to deliver on 
their potential with concrete and earnest actions.

he US Commerce Department’s Bureau of 
Industry and Security added 37 more Chi­
nese entities to the Entity List, claiming that 
the move demonstrated its commitment to

safeguarding US national security. Tellingly, it also 
said that the new additions were in support of US for­
eign policy, which, as evident to all, aims to curtail 
China’s development

The new additions bring the number of Chinese enti­
ties the Joe Biden administration has put on the Entity 
List to 355 — more than any prior administration, as a 
statement announcing the move proudly boasts.

Highlighting the political nature of the adminis­
tration’s latest additions to the list in the run-up to 
the presidential election in November, 11 entities 
were added for their involvement in China’s “High 
Altitude Balloon” program, which BIS said poses 
significant national security concerns.

Despite later acknowledging that the balloon that 
entered US airspace early last year was a wayward 
meteorologic balloon, it seems that the administra­
tion is going to hype up its scaremongering on that 
score ahead of the election. The latest additions build 
on previous actions the US took in February 2023 to 
target China’s aerospace programs. The distance 
between a weather ballon and aerospace cause just 
exposes the extent to which the US is ready to stoop to 
a new low to contain China’s technological progress. 

Other Chinese entities being targeted include 22 
for their participation in China’s quantum technol­
ogy advancements, which is aimed at trying to 
thwart China’s progress in quantum technology 
research, development and application, where the

its troops on the grounded warship with life neces­
sities. Per the transcript of the phone conversation 
between Philippine Vice-Admiral Alberto Carlos 
and an unidentified Chinese official, they agreed to 
a “new model” for such missions. The “new model” 
limited resupplies to food, fresh water and other 
humanitarian materials on condition prior notice 
was given to the Chinese side. After violating it by 
sending building materials to the grounded vessel, 
Manila now flatly denies the existence of the agree­
ment despite Philippine and Western media pub­
lishing a transcript of the conversation that makes 
clear the agreement was made.

First there was the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
chief of staff denying the authenticity of the tran­
script, claiming “it appears to be a malign influence 
effort” from Beijing. Then came the Philippine 
national security adviser, who accused the staff mem­
bers in the Chinese embassy in Manila of violating 
their domestic law, and appealed for their expulsion. 

Manila has clearly been emboldened by its closer 
association with regional and extra-regional pow­
ers, from the security partnership it just formulated 
with the United States and Japan to the recent US 
decision to deploy medium-range missiles on Phil­
ippine soil. But for all its willingness to make peace, 
Beijing cannot afford to budge on a matter of 
national sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Beijing and Manila once demonstrated they 
could make peace on their own. Sadly the latter 
seems more than ready to consign its own future to 
outsiders preoccupied with strategic rivalry with 
China, whatever the cost.

(Mi
L

purchase restrictions remains to be 
seen. The housing prices are still 
high in light of people’s income, even 
if home mortgage interest rates fell. 

The following factors should also 
be taken into account: file low birth 
rate, the aging and shrinking of the 
population, the reduction in resi­
dents’ savings rate, the unemploy­
ment situation, file downward 
pressure on file economy, and that 
many migrant workers and college 
graduates have already moved from 
the big cities to small and medium­
sized towns and to their hometowns 
in rural areas where home purchase 
restrictions were never imposed.

- 21ST CENTURY BUSINESS HERALD
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the Israeli people that lias become a 
question of grave concern, but that of 
the Palestinians, whose survival in 
Gaza has even become a question 
today thanks to Israel’s aggression, 
which has been indulged and sup­
ported by Washington. 

That Israel intensified its attack 
on Rafeh on Saturday, with the US’ 
acquiescence, in response to the 
Palestine-related vote in the UN 
General Assembly the previous day, 
presents a grave provocation to the 
common will of the international 
community, and also serves to put 
an end to its peace talks with 
Hamas in Cairo that has lasted for 
days, in which Hamas made big 
concessions for a cease-fire. 

The US should put aside its own 
interests and workforworid peace 
and humanity, undertaking its global 
responsibility. The UN Security Coun­
cil is a platform to resolve issues and 
not create divisions or hijack the glob­
al peace agenda for one’s own narrow 
ends by abusing its veto power. 

- U YANG, CHINA DAILY
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US hidden agenda in EV sector unmasked
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Editors note: Byhypingup China’s so-calledovercapacity problem, the US-led West has shown its disregardforeconomicprinciples. With, complete industry and supply chains, China’s manufacturing sector has rankedfirst worldwide
for years. And its high-quality but affordable electric vehicles display the advantages of having a complete industry chain, which the West refuses to accept. Three experts share their views on the issue with China Daily.
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hina’s electric vehicle (EV) 
industry has come under 
intense scrutiny, with the
United States and the Euro­

pean Union deciding to launch inves­
tigations into Chinese-made EVs to 
determine whether they pose a threat 
to national security. Ostensibly projec­
ted as efforts to promote fair competi­
tion and safeguard national security, 
such investigations suggest die US 
has a hidden agenda rooted in protec­
tionism and strategic apprehension. 

The US claims that China’s EV sec­
tor is plagued by overcapacity, and the 
Chinese government gives unfair sub­
sidies to EV manufacturers (as well as 
buyers). However, such accusations 
are unfounded, divorced from reality, 
and those leveling such accusations 
overlook the dynamic nature of 
capacity building inherent in rapidly 
evolving industries. Also, those accus­
ing China of giving price subsidies fail 
to acknowledge the market dynamics 
and technological prowess that 
underpin China’s competitive edge. 
Independent analyses have consist­
ently shown die efficiency and cost-ef­
fectiveness of Chinese EVs, dispelling 
tiie narrative of unfair advantage. 

Chinese-made EVs are highly cost- 
effective because of China’s efficient 
supply chains, technological prowess 
and market dynamics, rather than 
subsidies and/or dumping policy. A 
comprehensive analysis by UBS 
shows that the overall cost of EV-mak- 
er BYD’s Dolphin model is 35 percent 
lower than that of similar models 
manufactured by Volkswagen in 
Europe.

Besides, China’s low export rate for 
EVs indicates domestic consumers 
comprise the main market for Chi­
nese-made EVs, and the penetration 
of EVs in the overall automobile mar­
ket is still relatively low. More impor- 

The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

of the EV industry.
In these times of degradation of 

international trade norms, it is imper­
ative that the Chinese government 
and EV manufacturers shoulder the 
responsibilities of a major power. 
They should uphold the principles of 
fairness, openness and win-win coop­
eration to propel global economic and 
trade cooperation and foster global 
economic recovery. 

To begin with, China should use 
multilateral trade arbitration mecha­
nisms to safeguard the legitimate 
rights and interests of its enterprises 
and help reform the international 
trade governance system centered on 
the World Trade Organization, so as to 
adapt to the economic and trade 
activities of the green era. Thanks to 
the current inability to litigate subsi­
dies under the WTO’s Agreement on 
Subsidies and Countervailing Meas­
ures — because it became ineffective 
in 2001 — subsidies for environmen- 
tally-friendly products today lack 
institutional safeguards. 

Also, China needs to more actively 
engage with countries and regions, 
including in fields such as low-carbon 
technology and green transformation 
cooperation to create a favorable 
external environment for the promo­
tion of new energy products. And Chi­
nese car companies should take 
measures to strengthen cooperation 
with their US and EU counterparts in 
areas such as research and develop­
ment in high-tech, restructuring of 
global industry chains, and brand 
joint ventures. By leveraging their 
respective strengths, they can jointly 
expand the global EV market, using 
market forces to overcome political 
barriers erected by certain countries.

77re author is a 
professor at Insti­
tute Empresarial
University in
Spain, a senior 
fellow at the Bei­
jing Club for 
International 
Dialogue and was 
special adviser to 
the president of 
Costa Rica from 
2018-2022.

The author is a
research fellow at 
the Institute of
World Economics 
and Politics, Chi­
nese Academy of 
Social Sciences.

tant, if market share alone is used as 
a criterion to determine whether 
there is overcapacity in a certain 
industry of a country, then Germany’s 
and Japan’s auto sectors, France’s 
wine industry, the United States’ 
large aircraft industry, and Italy’s lux­
ury goods sector all suffer from over­
capacity.

The hypocrisy of the US and the 
EU is exposed by their selective appli­
cation of standards. While condemn­
ing China for alleged impropriety, 
they themselves engage in a global 
subsidy race to bolster their own EV 
industries. The US’ Inflation Reduc­
tion Act of 2022, for example, pro­
vides about $369 billion in tax breaks 
and subsidies for the clean energy 
industry, with subsidies for EVs 
expected to reach $14 billion by 2031. 

Such glaring double standard not 
only undermines the credibility of 
their claims but also exposes the dis­
ingenuous nature of their rhetoric. By 
weaponizing trade probes on the pre­
text of promoting fair play in order to 
stifle competition, they violate the 
principles of free and open markets 
they purportedly champion. 

The actions of the US and the EU 
also contradict their professed com­
mitment to environmental steward­
ship and climate action. By erecting 
barriers against high-quality, cost-ef­
fective Chinese-made EVs, they are 
undermining their own leadership in 
the global fight against climate 
change. This is a disservice to the 

advocated by the West and even 
imposed, through the Washington 
Consensus-induced cross-conditioned 
lending, on developing countries fac­
ing dire financial problems. 

If prices are depressed because of 
overcapacity derived from Chinese 
enterprises’ willingness to lose money, 
that is the latter’s problem and, for 
sure, of no concern to third parties. 
But if indeed there is overcapacity 
and depressed prices and if they are 
tiie upshot of the Chinese govern­
ment’s support policies aimed at 
increasing exports, as Yellen has sug­
gested, some remarks are called for. 

First, we should be grateful to Clii- 
na for channelling its taxpayers’ mon­
ey to allow consumers in the rest of 
tiie world, including in tiie US, to 
improve their standard of living by 
enhancing the purchasing power of 
their incomes. In particular, consum­
ers of tiie Global South, should be 
happy and grateful that thanks to Chi­
nese enterprises, they are able to buy 
from China at “depressed prices” 
instead of having to buy more expen­
sive goods, for example cars, from 
Western manufacturers.

Second, and more important in the 
context of Yellen’s remarks, since 2017 
tiie US has implemented a number of 
policies to strengthen US enterprises 
through import tariffs and taxpayer- 
funded subsidies and giants. This 
“visible hand” of the US state became 

visible soon after 
7 Trump assumed

power in Janu-
• arv 2017 and

jjr ‘ j hascontin-
'jBP ued the 

manipula-

global community and a betrayal of 
their responsibility to combat climate 
change.

Behind the US’ claim of promoting 
fair competition and safeguarding 
national security is a hidden agenda 
driven by fear and protectionism. The 
US and the EU are grappling with the 
disruptive forces unleashed by China’s 
industrial transformation and the 
emergence of new economic power­
houses. Faced with the prospect of 
losing their privileged positions in the 
global economic order, they are 
resorting to desperate measures to 
maintain their stranglehold on key 
industries. The investigations into 
China’s EV sector are but a symptom 
of this broader malaise — a last-ditch 
effort to maintain their economic 
dominance.

For the Joe Biden administration, 
launching a trade investigation 
against China is also influenced by 
electoral considerations, particularly 
in a US presidential election year. 
Accused of being “soft on China”, the 
administration believes the investiga­
tion against Chinese-made EVs will 
project to the American public that 
the president lias taken a very tough 
stance against China, which in turn 
will help him to win crucial swing 
states such as Michigan — the center 
of the US’ auto industry.

The resilience and ingenuity of 
China’s EV industry cannot be under­
estimated. Despite facing relentless 
scrutiny and unfair competition, Chi­
nese companies have continued to 
innovate and excel on the global 
stage. Their commitment to quality, 
efficiency and sustainability has 
earned them accolades from con­
sumers worldwide. And their proact­
ive engagement with emerging 
markets and commitment to global 
cooperation bode well for the future 

or nearly 40 years, from the 
time the “Washington Con­
sensus” took shape till the 
start of the Donald Trump

administration, tiie US led the West in 
proclaiming the wonders of free 
trade. Playing by tiie rules was to take 
measures according to the tenets of 
that paradigm. Hence, open market 
competition and the central role for 
supply and demand in determining 
the prices of goods and services were 
to be accepted by any country expect­
ing to be treated as a respected mem­

ber of the global 
community.

Washington
Consensus 
refers to a set of 
economic policy 
recommenda­
tions for devel­
oping countries, 
Latin Ameri­
ca in particular, 
which the Inter­
national Mone­
tary Fund, the 
World Bank and 
the US Depart­
ment of Trea­
sury agree on. 

According to 
tiie Washington 
Consensus, if 
demand exceeds 
supply, prices 

would adjust upward, thereby reduc­
ing demand and encouraging an 
increase in supply. In contrast, if sup­
ply exceeds demand, prices would 
adjust downward. If at the new lower 
prices, some enterprises could not 
make profit, they would disappear, 
making way for the most efficient 
ones to thrive and consumers to reap 
the benefits of higher consumption at 
a lower price. Any attempt to hinder 
these dynamics, say, by means of 
import tariffs or quotas, or voluntarily 
agreed export restraints, would 
undermine tiie advantages of market 
competition regarding the productivi­
ty of the factors of production and 
consumers’ welfare in both the 
exporting and tiie importing coun­
tries.

Within the context of the paradigm, 
the concept of “oversupply” is a non-

tions, with even greater zeal, under 
the Biden administration. The Infla­
tion Reduction Act of 2022, along 
with other bills, is an apt example of 
that.

Billions of dollars of grants are 
being given to US companies and 
those from friendly countries relocat­
ed to US soil. The policy’s explicit 
objective is to blunt Chinese enter­
prises’ market edge in some advanced 
technologies. Paradoxically, it is 
expected to achieve that objective not 
through competition and free trade 
but via tiie very strategy which China 
is being accused of using.

And, third, China has played a sub­
stantial role in increasing consump­
tion over tiie last four decades and 
more. By lifting over 800 million peo­
ple out of poverty, an achievement 
unprecedented in history, China lias 
boosted global demand far more than 
any of the economies that are accus­
ing it of overcapacity. Is it not auda­
cious for those countries to blame 
China for eventual market gluts? 

The truth is that, in the face of Chi­
na’s highly competitive economy, 
some countries are desperately trying 
to find ways to check its development. 
The explanations tossed as vindica­
tors of trade defensive measures have 
ranged from China’s supposedly low 
environmental and labor standards to 
likely national security threats to the 
urgency of preventing a socialist mod­
el from emerging victorious (never 
mind the fact that market reforms are 
at the core of China’s economic suc­
cess, as Yellen herself has rightly stat­
ed). Overcapacity seems to be only the 
latest excuse.

Yet if China or any other country 
had overcapacity in drugs or weap­
ons, then it would deserve the cursing 
of the rest of tiie world. Depressed pri­
ces on such goods wall end up causing 
addictions, wars and deaths. But 
being from a country like Costa Rica, I 
welcome tiie oversupply of products 
such as electric vehicles, because they 
are tools to mitigate climate change 
(the same is true for solar panels), 
their “depressed” prices and such a 
market solution to the “problem”.

he United States and its Western allies have been 
hyping up the non-existent China’s “overcapacity” 
issue to justify their protectionist measures and to 
paint China as a threat to international trade. A

closer analysis, however, shows this narrative is deeply 
flawed and those using it are overlooking the complexities of 
global economic dynamics. Rather than representing an 
existential threat, China’s purported overcapacity reflects the 
evolution of its industrialization process and its efforts to 
meet shifting market demands.

Overcapacity; in general, refers to a situation in which 
production capacity exceeds market demand. While it is 
undeniable that China experienced periods of overinvest­
ment and misallocation of resources during its rapid indus­
trialization process, viewing the country’s current economic 
landscape solely through the lens of overcapacity is over­
simplifying a complex reality. By resorting to such accusa­
tions, the US-led West refuses to acknowledge the 
significant strides China has made in optimizing its indus­
trial structure and enhancing the quality and competitive­
ness of its products.

During the initial stages of China’s industrialization, 
spurred by market reforms and globalization, there were 
instances when the country’s industrial output outpaced 
domestic and global demand projections. Sectors such as 
steel, coal and cement had overcapacity as a result of ambi­
tious investment initiatives and optimistic growth forecasts. 
However, it is necessary to recognize that overcapacity is not 
a static phenomenon but rather a dynamic process influ­
enced by market forces and technological advancements. 

In response to the challenges posed by overcapacity, the 
Chinese government initiated compre­
hensive reforms in order to address tiie 
structural imbalances and promote sus­
tainable growth. Through initiatives 
such as supply-side structural reforms, 
capacity reduction programs and 
efforts to promote innovation and tech­
nological upgrading, China has made 
concerted efforts to optimize its indus­
trial base and align production capacity 
with evolving market demands. 

One of the most notable achieve­
ments of China’s industrial transforma­
tion is the significant improvement in 
productivity and product quality. By 
investing in automation, digitalization 
and process optimization, Chinese 

manufacturers have achieved economies of scale and sharp­
ened their competitive edge in international markets. Also, 
China’s emphasis on research and development, and innova­
tion lias helped advance cutting-edge technologies and high- 
value-added products, particularly in sectors such as 
consumer electronics, renewable energy and electric vehi­
cles.

Contrary to the narrative propagated by some Western 
politicians, China’s rise as a manufacturing powerhouse can­
not be attributed solely to the country “dumping” cheap 
products in global markets. Instead, it reflects the country’s 
growing capability in producing high-quality goods that 
meet the diverse needs of consumers worldwide. Chinese 
products have earned a reputation for their reliability and 
affordability, positioning China as a key player in the global 
supply chains.

In projecting China’s industrial prowess as a threat to 
Western economies, the US-led West is not only being mis­
guided but also reflecting its narrow understanding of the 
dynamics of global trade. Rather than viewing China’s man­
ufacturing prowess as a zero-sum game, Western countries 
should appreciate the mutual benefit of trade and coopera­
tion. The overcapacity narration is a deliberate attempt to 
reject tiie interconnectedness of economies and the shared 
opportunities for development.

Moreover, the focus on China’s overcapacity distracts 
attention from the structural challenges facing Western 
economies, including declining industrial competitiveness, 
stagnating productivity growth and widening income ine­
quality. Instead of scapegoating China for their domestic 
economic woes, Western policymakers should focus on 
addressing internal challenges and fostering a more inclu­
sive and sustainable economic model.

It is essential to approach economic relations between 
countlies with pragmatism and mutual respect, rather than 
succumbing to the rhetoric of economic nationalism and 
protectionism. The demonization of China’s economic poli­
cies not only lowers the prospects for constructive dialogue 
and cooperation but also risks escalating tensions and trig­
gering a cycle of retaliatory measures.

In today’s increasingly globalized world, “overcapacity” 
not only concerns the industrial development of individual 
countries but also serves as a touchstone for international 
relations. The core purpose behind the US-led West’s hype 
over China’s overcapacity is to safeguard their own economic 
interests and competitive advantages, reflecting deeper con­
tradictions and power struggles brought about by changes in 
the global economic landscape.

The US and the West should respect the principles of mar­
ket economy and fair competition, and work with other 
countries to maintain the stability of the global industry 
chains. If they continue to take measures to curb China’s 
industrial development using the pretext of “overcapacity^ 
they wall not only face a backlash from the international 
market but also strengthen China’s resolve to intensify its 
industrialization campaign.

Rather than viewing China as a threat, Western economies 
should recognize the opportunities for collaboration and 
mutual benefit tiie country offers. By adopting a more 
nuanced and inclusive approach to economic relations, the 
West and China can build a more resilient and prosperous 
global economy for all.

starter, except as a very short-term 
event in exceptional cases in which, 
due to lack of information, prices did 
not adjust downward as soon as sup­
ply exceeded demand. That was the 
lesson and those were the rules to be 
guided by. Price and quality competi­
tion, and free trade had all the 
answers.

But then Chinese enterprises 
became so efficient, competitive and 
technologically advanced in some sec­
tors that they started to outperform 
some Western enterprises and take 
increasing market shares. This led to 
massive trade surpluses vis-a-vis most 
Western economies and with other 
countries that were traditionally the 
realm of those economies. As such, 
the free trade paradigm became a nui­
sance for the US-led West, which had 
propagated it in tiie first place. 

As China, following the rules, 
became an unprecedented economic 
success, the developed world started 
accusing it of violating intellectual 
property protection rights, dumping, 
posing a threat to other countries’ 
national security and, of late, oversup­
plying due to overcapacity, which, 
according to US Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen, “can lead to large vol­
umes of exports at depressed prices” 

Even if that were the case, what is 
the problem? “Depressed” prices with 
respect to which prices? Those of less 
efficient Western enterprises? Con­
sumers in China and the rest of tiie 
world, including those in the US, 
would benefit from lower 
prices, won’t they? If
those supposed
“depressed” pri­
ces is tiie result
of higher pro­
ductivity and
efficiency,
then what
the West-
ern enter-
prises
should do is
to get their act
together and
become more ■
competitive. That
is tiie essence of
the economic para­
digm intensively

3

Western industrial 
rhetoric nothing but 
an economic fallacy
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China has invested heavily in 
Serbia’s infrastructure, energy, 
and technology sectors, viewing 
the country not just as a transit 
route, but also as a strategic 
industrial hub. Noteworthy pro­
jects include the construction of 
bridges and roads, as well as the 
revitalization of the Smederevo 
steel factory by a Chinese steel 
conglomerate. Chinese compa­
nies such as HBIS, Zijin Mining, 
and Zijin Copper are now among 
Serbia’s top exporters. Moreover, 
China has become Serbia’s main 
trading partner. Last year, a free 
trade agreement between China 
and Serbia was signed in Beijing. 
Its primary goal is to significant­
ly reduce both tariff and non-tar- 
iff barriers, including various 
quotas and certification require­
ments. This agreement is expect­
ed to alleviate Serbia’s trade 
deficit with China and boost the 
Serbian economy through 
increased employment, invest­
ments and exports. 

Cultural ties between Serbia 
and China are deepening 
through educational and cultural 
exchanges. Programs such as 
scholarships for Serbian students 
to study in China and the estab­
lishment of Confucius Institutes 
in Serbia are deepening mutual 
cultural understanding. Last 
year, the Chinese Cultural Center 
was established in Belgrade, at 
the site of the former Chinese 
embassy. As we mark 25 years 
since the NATO bombing of 
Yugoslavia, President Xi paid a 
state visit to Serbia, reflecting the 
enduring friendship between 
China and Serbia. 

However, since 2018, the nega­
tive narrative regarding China 
has increased. On the one hand, 
some Western countries perceive 
the BRI as a Chinese attempt to 
create a Sinocentric world order. 
Western criticism and pressure 
on China partially stem from the 
expansion of its automotive 
industry. The entry of high-quali­
ty, competitively priced Chinese 
vehicles is particularly troubling 
for Western markets. On the oth­
er hand, the European Union, 
while considering Serbia’s Euro­
integration, has expressed con­
cern about Chinese influence in

Hungarian government launched the 
“Opening to the East” policy with the 
aim of developing diversified trade 
relations and achieving a balance of 
East-West direct investment in Hun­
gary, to extend the country’s econom­
ic growth space. Over the past 
decade, Germany’s share of foreign 
direct investment in Hungary has 
fallen from 26 percent to 17 percent, 
the United States’ share from 19 per­
cent to 7 percent, and the share of 
Asian countries has increased from 
18.8 percent to 34 percent. But Hun­
gary’s goal is not to replace its 
dependence on the West with 
dependence on the East, but rather 
to become a meeting point between 
the East and the West and to access 
more economic and technological 
resources. In particular, Hungary is 
welcoming investments from China 
and the Republic of Korea in the EV 
and related industries while main­
taining and retaining supply chains 
in EU countries. Against the volatile 
geopolitical backdrop, Hungary’s 
effort to keep an East-West trade bal­
ance is conducive to its economic 
recovery and job preservation. In
2023 China was the top foreign 
investor in Hungary, with 380 Chi­
nese companies operating in Hunga­
ry, employing more than 16,000 local 
people.

Hungary’s “Opening to the East” 
policy and China’s Belt and Road Ini­
tiative are synergistic in promoting 
pragmatic economic cooperation 
with global partners, which is condu­
cive to achieving a win-win situation. 
The common goal of both initiatives 
is to build a diversified and open 
global trade network, promote con­
nectivity and economic prosperity, 
and oppose the forming of “trade 
camps” Thus, China and Hungary 
share similar views on the promotion 
of globalization, opposing confronta­
tional policies such as “decoupling” 
and the forming of “small yards with 
high fences”

Chinese automaker BYD’s invest­
ment in the southern Hungarian city 
of Szeged is seen as a high-tech 
investment that will create thou­
sands of local jobs. According to poll­
ing data from 21 Kutatokozpont, a 
Budapest-based think tank, in Janu­
ary, 85 percent of local interviewees 
supported this investment. Hunga­
ry’s industrial strategy is in line with 
China’s overseas investment goals. As 
20 percent of Hungary’s GDP 
depends on the automotive industry, 
and global automotive manufactur­
ing is currently undergoing a major 
technological transformation, Hun-

ast year marked the 10th 
anniversary of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, 

' which is focused on 
boosting regional connectivity 
and fostering a prosperous eco­
nomic future by developing 
infrastructure and expanding 
trade routes across Asia, Europe 

and beyond. 
This initiative 
gathers about 
150 countries, 
or three quar­
ters of the 
global popula­
tion. Serbia, a 

small country in the Balkan 
region, has emerged as a signifi­
cant partner in this initiative. Its 
strategic location makes Serbia a 
crucial hub for the BRI. Thanks 
to this initiative, many substan­
tial and mutually beneficial 
achievements have been made 
regarding cooperation between 
the two countries.

Fifteen years have passed since 
bilateral relations between China 
and Serbia entered a new phase. 
In August 2009, the Serbian gov­
ernment promoted China as one 
of the four most important pil­
lars of Serbia’s foreign policy. 

In June 2016, during President 
Xi Jinping’s visit to Belgrade, a 
comprehensive strategic partner­
ship was formalized. Since then, 
this relationship lias grown rap­
idly and deepened, encompass­
ing mutually advantageous 
cooperation across all key sectors. 

Politically, Serbia and China 
support each other’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity in global 
forums and organizations. China 
steadfastly supports Serbia’s 
endeavors to defend its sover­
eignty and territorial integrity 
and to seek a resolution for 
Kosovo via dialogue under the 
United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1244. At the same 
time, Serbia consistently sup­
ports China on the Taiwan ques­
tion and adheres to the one- 
China policy.

On economic issues, Serbia 
and China collaborate on numer­
ous significant projects, includ­
ing the construction of the 
Belgrade-Budapest high-speed 
railway, a cornerstone of the BRI.

gary needs to seize the diversified 
investment opportunity to promote 
the transformation of its automobile 
supply chains to gain a competitive 
advantage. It is expected that EV and 
batteries will become Hungary’s 
most important export commodities 
in the next few years.

However, it is worth noting that 
even though China and Hungary 
share similar ideas in their foreign 
economic policies, Chinese invest­
ment in Hungary is not without 
obstacles. The EU sees the trade and 
investment issues as security-related 
and suggests member states to set up 
a stricter foreign direct investment 
screening framework at the national 
level, which is not conducive to the 
restoration of the EU’s economy in 
the crisis era. Hungary, as an EU 
member state, needs to follow the 
EU’s directives. Under such circum­
stances, Chinese companies urgently 
need to gain more political and social 
trust in Hungary. They also need to 
create value-added products while 
following the EU standards. For this 
reason, in a complex geopolitical 
environment, Chinese companies 
going abroad need to not only famil­
iarize themselves with EU regula­
tions and standards, but also actively 
conununicate with local communi­
ties to maintain the sustainability of 
their investments.

In addition, the key to competition 
in the EV industry lies in battery 
technology, user demand and the 
price advantage of Chinese EVs. The 
EU’s anti-subsidy investigation is 
also based on the fact that the EU 
automotive industry is currently 
struggling to gain the same competi­
tive advantage as the Chinese indus­
try in a short time, which is why the 
EU has taken trade protection meas­
ures.

Chinese companies investing in 
Hungary are not unilaterally benefit­
ing from the development of the 
country’s supply chain to enter the 
EU market, but will create more 
industrial added value, leading to 
transfer of technology, management 
skills and know-how, to maintain the 
sustainability of die investment to 
achieve a win-win situation.

The author is a researcher at the 
Faculty of Political Sciences at 
University of Belgrade, Serbia. 
The author contributed this arti­
cle to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

Serbia can, by advocating transparency and fair trade, 
deepen China-EU cooperation, thus positioning itself as 

an important figure in a major geopolitical narrative

Hungary’s pragmatic and balanced economic foreign policy 
boosts Sino-Hungarian cooperation

1

a

t

“i" A i’dmiffliyi’iJ wit® • iBJiuu

The author is an assistant research 
fellow professor of the Institute of 
European Studies at the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

the Balkans. The partnership has 
invited negative comments 
regarding the so-called Chinese 
debt.

In fact, some European coun­
tries are obsessed with concoct­
ing the “China threat” theory and 
refuse to recognize China’s devel­
opment. They should cooperate 
with China to upgrade European 
manufacturing industries, and 
compete fai rlv with Chinese 
companies.

Within the BRI, China has fos­
tered mutually beneficial cooper­
ation, aiding developing 
countries in infrastructure and 
economic development without 
imposing political conditions, 
unlike some European counter­
parts.

As Serbia deepens its strategic 
partnership with China, it 
increasingly stands at the inter­
section of East-West politics and 
economics. Deepening the com­
prehensive strategic partnership 
between China and Serbia 
toward the vision of a communi­
ty with a shared future for man­
kind is the fundamental concept 
of Xi Jinping Thought on Diplo­
macy. This represents a concen­
trated expression of the 
collective pursuit of values for all 
humanity and has brought tangi­
ble benefits to people in all coun­
tries.

By advocating for transparen­
cy, fair trade, and sustainable 
development, Serbia can 
strengthen its position as a cru­
cial mediator, not just in foster­
ing bilateral relations with China 
but also in enhancing wider 
cooperation between China and 
the European Union. In pursuing 
these strategies, Serbia not only 
promotes its own interests but 
also assumes a more proper role 
in the stability and prosperity' of 
tiie region, positioning itself as 
an important figure in a major 
geopolitical narrative of our era.

he geopolitical competition 
among great powers has 
become increasingly intense 
since the outbreak of the

Ukraine crisis. The economic and 
foreign policies of the European 
Union present a trend of “pan-securi- 
tization”, in which trade and invest­
ment have become part of the 

security issues. 
Discussion about 
reducing economic 
dependence on
China, critical 
infrastructure pro­
tection and con­
trols on dual-use

technology exports is endless. Due to 
the rising competitiveness of Chinese 
enterprises in the fields of new ener­
gy, electric vehicles and digitization, 
many European politicians assume 
that the nature of EU-China trade 
relations has changed from “comple­
mentary” to “competition” In light of 
this, the EU lias launched a foreign 
investment screening mechanism, a 
supply chain act, and the European 
Economic Security Strategy, as well 
as an anti-subsidy investigation into 
China’s EVs, all of which are trade 
protection measures.

However, while the EU links trade 
to geopolitical and security issues, 
Hungary has taken a different 
approach to dealing with interna­
tional geopolitical risks, maintaining 
economic resilience through a prag­
matic “Opening to the East” policy, 
which is an effective alternative to 
the “de-risking” approach. Hungari­
an Foreign Minister Peter Szijjardo 
has warned that any move to decou­
ple, or de-risk, from China would be 
an act of “suicide” for Europe, and he 
has appealed for a realistic approach, 
saying that closer economic coopera­
tion between the East and the West is 
needed more than ever before. In this 
sense, Hungary is seeking to 
strengthen the country’s connectivity 
and fight against the rise of political 
and economic blocs. Thus, in recent 
years, Hungary has become a popu­
lar investment destination for Chi­
na’s EV manufacturers based on its 
pragmatic and balanced foreign and 
economic policies and industrial 
strategy.

The idea of Hungary’s economic 
and foreign policies is to shape bal­
anced trade and investment relations 
between the East and the West, 
strengthening the resilience of its 
economy. The liberal policies in the 
post-Cold War period did not 
improve Hungary’s economic posi­
tion in Europe. Thus, in 2011 the
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Friends use festival to
stage theater dreams

Actor-director Chen Minghao. Director Meng Jinghui.
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African team joins village super league in exchange goal
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to enhance mutual exchange and 
understanding through soccer, 
Jacobs adds.

This was not the first time a Libe­
rian team contacted the league.

Wang Yongjie, head of the new 
media communication department 
for Village Super League, says that 
in March and April, the league was 
replicated and promoted in Parakou
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Contact the writer at
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn
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who is also artistic director of the 
World Theatre Festival Shizuoka, 
and who presented Al Doll’s House at 
last year’s festival, will return with 
The Castle Tower, a love story draw­
ing on elements of traditional Japa­
nese theater.

Director of the Wiener Festwo- 
chen, Milo Rau, from Switzerland, 
will bring his play, 77ze Interroga­
tion, for which he worked with best­
selling French author Edouard 
Louis to present a personal story 
about doubt and failure.

‘We have traveled around the 
world to watch plays by different 
artists in different countries. We also 
staged performances at theater fes­
tivals around the world,” Meng says. 
“This year, we are inviting the great

which takes place on weekends and 
runs until the end of this month.

Shou Xiaoyong, head of the tech­
nical team at the project, says that 
the tournament not only features 
competitions but also includes eth­
nic cultural activities by villagers, 
including martial arts performed by 
Chinese agricultural experts.

At the beginning of this year, Shou 
returned to China on vacation and 
learned about the popularity of the 
cunchao. “After returning to Benin, I 
introduced the cunchao and pro­
posed creating a local cunchao, 
which received a warm response,” 
he says, adding that since the game 
started it has brought a lot of happi­
ness to die villagers.

The friendly match with the Libe­
rian team marks the beginning of 
the friendship between African 
countries and Rongjiang, says Peng 
Xixi, head of the operation and man­
agement department of the Village 
Super League.

Barclay hopes to enhance friend­

artists we’ve met over the years back 
to our home here in China, which is 
like coming full circle, and is very 
fulfilling.”

Meng’s play, The Suicide, an adap­
tation of Russian playwright Nikolai 
Erdman’s play of the same title, will 
be performed during the upcoming 
festival.

Last year, Chen experimented 
with an unconventional location 
and time slot for his play, Romeo 
and Juliet by the Sea. It took place 
at the Seaside Theater and began 
at 3 am. Night, dawn and sunrise 
all played important roles as the 
play unfolded.

This year, Chen is taking his theat­
rical experiment to another level by 
building a tower, the Galileo Tower,

GUIYANG — A friendly soccer 
match between the Liberia Commu­
nity Football Team and the Liaoning 
Donggang Football Team drew 
widespread attention at the Village 
Super League in Rongjiang county, 
Guizhou province, earlier this 
month.

It was the first time for an African 
team to play in the league, which is 
known as the cunchao in Chinese. 

The league has started to gain 
popularity in African countries 
including Benin and South Africa. 
The connection between the cun­
chao and Africa has led to the begin­
ning of a friendship between the 
small village and the African team 
and since this year, international 
matches have been held at the Vil­
lage Super League stadium.

The visit of the 21-member Liberia 
Community Football Team was over­
seen by officials from the Liberian 
embassy. Moses Barclay, who has 
been an official at the Liberian 
embassy in China for eight years, 

hile he was studying 
acting at the Central 
Academy of Drama in 
Beijing during the 

1990s, Chen Minghao got to know 
theater director Meng Jinghui, who 
also graduated from the same uni­
versity.

They met one day while Chen was 
playing soccer. “Meng came over 
and spoke to me. He wanted me to 
accept a role in his play. When I 
asked for the script, he told me that 
he didn’t have one yet,” Chen says, 
adding that Meng asked him wheth­
er he’d like to be part of the produc­
tion or not.

“He said that we could work on 
the script together, and create a 
great play.”

With no idea what Meng planned 
to do, Chen nodded. It was the start 
of a decadeslong collaboration that 
Chen describes as “crazy’!

Fast forward several decades, 
and Meng has become one of the 
country’s leading and most pio­
neering theater directors, while 
Chen not only appears on stage in 
various theaters, and in movies and 
TV dramas, but has also become a 
director himself.

The pair appeared in Beijing last 
month for the announcement of the 
third edition of the Aranya Theater 
Festival, where they both serve as 
artistic directors.

The festival, which also has well- 
known actress Zhang Ziyi as an 
artistic director, will take place by 
the sea at the Aranya community in 
Qinhuangdao, Hebei province, from 
June 20 to 30. It will bring together 
29 theater productions from China 
and abroad for more than 100 per­
formances.

“After so many years, we still have 
lots of crazy ideas for theater,” Meng 
says. “We love the idea of a theater 
festival, which allows us, as well as 
many other directors and perform­
ers, and those who love theater or 
are new to theater, to immerse 
themselves in a unique space, enjoy­
ing moments, hours and days of 
being surreal and wild.

“When we recall our younger days 
producing theater, we feel the same 
excitement as we did when we were 
making plans for this theater festi­
val,” Meng adds.

Chen says that he made the tran­
sition from actor to director 
through theater festivals. “We want 
to create a platform for young actors 
to develop their voices,” Chen says. 

As China’s first seaside theater 
festival, the Aranya Theater Festival 
launched in 2021 under the theme, 
“Half-Water, Half-Stage” In 2022, it 
was postponed due to the pandemic 
and in 2023, it returned under the 
theme of “Howls and Whispers”. 

This year’s theme is “Exception 
and Rule”.

“What makes the festival special 
is the sea and the different architec­
ture in the community!’ Meng says.

Partnership built up over decades helps duo create a wave of 
enthusiasm for seaside spectacle, Chen Nan reports.

in Benin and Cape Town in South 
Africa as a new model of integration 
and development for soccer and eth­
nic culture.

At the end of March, on a soccer 
field in Benin’s Belle Cite village, 
where a China-assisted cotton tech­
nology project is located, 12 village 
teams launched the first edition of 
the “African Village Super League”, 
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have our third festival, which will 
continue our goal of bringing inter­
national artists to China, and mak­
ing it a great celebration of theater,” 
Ma says.

Eight directors, who head top 
international theater festivals, will 
present productions this year.

They include French director 
Olivier Py, former artistic director of 
the Festival d’Avignon, who is pro­
ducing Hamlet in the Imperative!, 
his adaptation of the Shakespearean 
tragedy, Hamlet. Portuguese direct­
or Tiago Rodrigues, current artistic 
director of the Festival d’Avignon, 
will stage Entrelinhas, which 
explores the enigmatic relationship 
between writer and actor.

Japanese director Satoshi Miyagi,

“We put on shows that the audience 
can enjoy in traditional theaters, 
and we also surprise them with pro­
grams in unconventional locations.” 

About 15 distinctive buildings in 
the community, both indoor and 
outdoor spaces, including the Soli­
tary Library, the North Coast Chapel 
and tiie Aranya Art Center, have 
been adapted for use as theater 
venues. According to Ma Yin, 
founder of the community, new the­
aters will also be opened.

“When we launched the first Ara­
nya festival, we were excited about 
bringing international artists to this 
seaside community. The second 
year, our plan was hindered by the 
pandemic, but our passion 
remained. Now, we are about to

I
J

Clockwise from top: Five Acts of Life: Lao She's Short Stones, directed by LinXiyue, marking the 125th birth anniversary of Chinese 
writer Lao She (1899-1966); Entrelinhasby Portuguese director Tiago Rodrigues; and The Castle Towerby Japanese director Satoshi 
Miyagi will be staged during the Aranya Theater Festival in Qinhuangdao, Hebei province, this June, photos provided to china daily

ship through the match and 
strengthen mutual exchange. 

“There are many countries in 
Africa that love to play football. 
Through football events, Africa can 
better connect and unite with Rong­
jiang and China,” he says, adding 
that he hopes more Liberian teams, 
including the national team, will be 
able to play in Rongjiang.

Meanwhile, the people of Parakou 
also look forward to taking part in 
the cunchao in China. Shou says that 
they hope their Village Super 
League expands outside Africa and 
that they’ll be able to take their 
teams to compete at China’s Village 
Super League stadium.

“Over the past decade, China has 
promoted cotton planting technolo­
gy and helped train agricultural 
technicians in Benin,” says Shou, 
adding that improved living condi­
tions have given local people more 
recreational needs.

saw festive league scenes in videos. 
“The people here love football, 

and the atmosphere was impress­
ive,” says Barclay, adding that this 
was his first visit to Rongjiang, and 
that he hoped the friendly match 
would bring joy to fans and tourists 
alike.

The day before the match, the 
Liberians visited Ronjiang’s Dali 
Dong village, to experience its eth­
nic culture, and sang songs with vil­
lagers.

“It was my first time experiencing 
Dong culture, which was special. 
The people in the village were 
friendly, and I was deeply touched,” 
says Godrich Samwely, a young col­
lege student, adding that if he had 
the chance, he would like to visit 
Rongjiang again.

“This was a journey of football 
and friendship,” says Jose Jacobs, 
who has played soccer for more than 
20 years.

Rongjiang is home to a wealth of 
ethnic cultures, and the team hopes

Left: Cheerleaders bring snacks to the soccer field during the Village 
Super League in Rongjiang county, Guizhou province, earlier this 
month. Right: African soccer players from the Liberia Community 
Football Team interact with spectators during the village league in 
Rongjiang this month, photos by wang bingzhen / xinhua
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as the main site for his new play, 
Galileo by the Sea. The play includes 
different elements, from sound, 
paintings, physical theater and liter­
ature. The three parts of the play 
will be performed in three separate 
shows each day, with the audience 
attending at breakfast, lunchtime 
and dinnertime. It will be per­
formed for seven days.

“Food will be a part of the produc­
tion, and we will serve the audience 
three meals a day,” Chen explains. 
“Audience participation is key to the 
success of a theatrical production. I 
want to build a world for them 
where they can dream and imagine 
things.”

Director Ma Junfeng’s play Blos­
soms will be staged at the newly 
opened Nine Theater. Remaining 
faithful to the novel, the play is 
about the journey of All Bao, an 
ambitious everyman opportunist 
who rises to become a legendary fig­
ure in Shanghai’s most elite com­
mercial circles in the early 1990s. 
The plot follows his subtle and 
ambiguous romance-like relation­
ships with three women. The play is 
an adaptation of Mao Dun Literary' 
Prizewinner Jin Yucheng’s novel of 
the same tide, and it has had 100 
performances nationwide. A TV 
series based on the novel by' Hong 
Kong director Wong Kar-wai 
became a phenomenon early this 
year, making the novel popular with 
young people.

Another highlight of the festival 
will be a new version of Five Acts of 
Life: Lao She’s Short Stories, direct­
ed by Lin Xiyue, son of well-known 
theater director Lin Zhaohua, and 
starring veteran actor Wang Jin­
song.

Marking the 125th birthday of 
Lao She (1899-1966),an iconic mod­
ern Chinese writer, the new version 
also pays tribute to Lin Zhaohua, 
who directed the successful play 
based on five short stories by Lao 
She in 2010 to celebrate the writer’s 
111th anniversary. Lin Xiyue revived 
his father’s classic play and offers his 
own interpretation of Lao She’s lit­
erary understanding and deep 
insight into human nature.

Apart from performances, visitors 
can also book to attend script read­
ing sessions presented by directors 
including Yang Ting, Liu Chang, 
Meng and Chen, free of charge.

A project, 300 Migratory Birds, 
inviting 300 theater enthusiasts 
and practitioners to stay in 300 
tents pitched on the beach at Ara­
nya and spend 300 hours creating 
works of theater together, will also 
be part of the festival. Additionally, 
tiie outer wall of the Solitary 
Library will be used for screenings, 
and visitors can sit on the beach to 
watch classic films and recordings 
of theater performances.
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Global automotive forum focusesF

I on expansion in overseas market
By YUAN SHENGGAO

Wuhan’s profile and
preferential policies
big draws for investors

By YUAN SHENGGAO
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gy, where everyone has pure white 
skin and hair.

Difficulty in interpersonal rela­
tionships is another symptom 
highlighted in the production, as 
the mother gradually becomes 
estranged from, and even hostile 
toward, neighbors and her son.

Despite the afflictions faced by 
the patients and their families, Fei

rts ■
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A view of the Wuhan Economic and Technological Development 
Zone, provided to china daily

aims to convey a sense of hope and 
positivity. The dance revisits the 
earlier days of the mother’s life, 
when she experiences the feelings 
of being a young woman hopeful 
about the future, which allows the 
son to see her in a different light. 

“When doing the promotional 
photo shoot, I told the performers 
to smile as they held back tears,

yuan into the construction of a con­
nector systems factory in the develop­
ment zone, marking the company’s 
third major investment in the area. 
The factory is expected to begin oper­
ation in the first quarter of 2025, pro­
ducing products such as high-voltage 
charging sockets for new energy vehi­
cles and high-voltage connectors for 
such vehicles.

Bill Presley, vice-chairman and 
chief operating officer of Aptiv, said 
Wuhan boasts many advanta­
ges, including abundant scientific 
and educational talent, strategic 
transportation location, strong 
industrial foundation, and rich eco­
logical resources. He said Aptiv will 
accelerate project construction and 
collaborate with local universities 
and research institutions to stimu­
late aggregation of more innovative 
resources in the zone.

The development zone is one of 
the most concentrated areas for for- 
eign-invested enterprises in Hubei 
province. Since 2022, established 
businesses including French manu­
facturers EFI Automotive, Valeo 
Group and Faurecia, Germany’s ZF 
and Cummins Inc of the United 
States have increased their invest­
ment and operations, and in 2023, a 

which I believe encapsulates the 
emotional state of the characters. 
They are undoubtedly living diffi­
cult lives, but they accept reality 
and bravely confront suffering,” 
he says.

“For me, this resembles the 
moment of flowers coming into 
bloom. Such moments are full of 
vitality. You can feel their warmth. I

want to portray these crucial 
moments of nature onstage, so that 
a flower will bloom in everybody’s 
heart.”

Guangdong’s cultural elements 
are merged into the production, 
including stage design that adopts 
local architectural styles, such as 
qilou, a type of building with over­
hangs that allow pedestrians to 
walk underneath to shelter them 
from sun and rain.

The mother is born into a fish­
ing family, who spend the majori­
ty of their lives on boats as part of 
a unique community of people in 
South China. According to Chen 
Jianzhong, the production’s liter­
ary consultant, this backstory 
provides cultural context for the 
characters and highlights the 
resilience of the women.

“This production possesses its 
own expression and narration that 
intertwine reality and illusion. It 
combines vivid, relatable scenes of 
everyday life in Guangdong prov­
ince with symbolic dream scenes,” 
Chen says.

Multimedia technology is also 
integrated into the stage, lighting 
and sound design to showcase the 
contrast and achieve a smooth 
transition between reality and 
fantasy.

“BloomingLife tells of the human 
yearning for life and the struggle 
against inevitable illnesses and set­
backs. On the stage, the audience 
can see a flower of humanity com­
ing into bloom,” says Feng Shuang- 
bai, president of the China Dancers 
Association, who is the artistic con­
sultant on the production.

“Love permeates through this 
production — the mother’s love for 
her child, society’s care for people 
with Alzheimer’s, the bonds among 
neighbors and the son’s love for his 
mother that matures over time. 
Together, they form the universal 
love of human existence.”

The Wuhan Economic and Techno­
logical Development Zone has 
become a desirable destination for 
foreign investors by continuously 
upgrading its business environment 
and preferential policies.

Located in Wuhan, capital of Hubei 
province, the development zone is the 
city’s largest industrial area. Accord­
ing to official data, total output value 
from industrial enterprises in the 
zone with annual revenue of at 
least 20 million yuan ($2.77 million) 
reached 360 billion yuan in 2023. 
Known as China Auto Valley, it is one 
of the country’s most concentrated 
regions for the automotive industry. 

In 2023, the development zone 
rolled out a pair of three-year action 
plans, targeting pure electric, hybrid, 
and hydrogen energy technologies. 
They prioritize auto parts, accelerate 
the development of intelligent auto­
mobile software industries, and aim 
to establish more resilient new ener­
gy automobile industry supply 
chains by introducing over 30 key 
auto component projects.

In March, Aptiv, a Fortune Global 
500 company and globally renowned 
auto pails supplier, invested 2 billion 
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The crew visited hospitals and 
nursing homes to understand life 
with Alzheimer’s disease, and they 
also consulted experts to learn 
about the disease’s stages and 
symptoms.

To represent the symptom of the 
loss of color perception in the 
dance, the mother dreams of a fic­
tional country in Chinese mytholo-

China’s auto industry main­
tains great potential in expanding 
overseas development as the sector 
sees progress in continued techno­
logical innovation, said officials 
and business insiders.

Long Yongtu, chairman of the 
Sino-International Entrepreneurs 
Federation, told a recent forum in 
Wuhan, Hubei province, that Chi­
na has become the largest automo­
tive production base and consumer 
market in the world, and develop­
ment of the domestic automotive 
industry “has fully demonstrated 
that industrial development can­
not be achieved in isolation and 
success can only be attained in an 
open and collaborative environ­
ment”.

With a theme focused on intelli­
gently reconnecting the world, the 
2024 Sino-International Entrepre­
neurs Auto Valley Forum was held 
in late April in the Wuhan Econom­
ic and Technological Development 
Zone, gathering business represent­
atives and experts in the automotive 
industry to explore new opportuni­
ties for collaboration between the 
Chinese and foreign automotive 
industries.

“The biggest advantage of the 
Wuhan economic and technological 
development zone lies in its batch of 
enterprises producing new energy 
vehicles, and their brands have 
already entered Europe and other 
parts of the world. Europe is the 
most developed automobile market 
in the world, and the fact that our 
cars can enter the European market 
is a remarkable achievement,” Long 
said. “We should continue to 
improve our technology to make it 
more refined and competitive in 
any situation.”

Xavier Horent, president of 
Mobilians, said: “The cooperation 
between China and France, espe­
cially among manufacturers, sup­
pliers, distributors and repair 
shops, is veryprosperous. This dem­
onstrates the vitality and dynamism 
of the China-France relationship. 
The professional and technical 

Left: In the dance drama Blooming Life, the mother dreams of a fictional country in Chinese mythology, where everyone has pure white skin and 
hair. Top right: The production portrays the relationship between a mother with Alzheimer's disease and her son, and is set in a flower shop in 
Guangzhou. Bottom right: The mother character is depicted as being bom into a fishing family in South China, photos provided to china daily
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total of 30 foreign-funded business­
es increased their investment in the 
zone by more than 100 million yuan. 

With industry structural 
upgrades, foreign investment in 
Hubei is no longer solely focused 
on profit, but rather on continuously 
enhancing competitiveness in the 
local industry chain with a commit­
ment to long-term development.

Last year, ZF Group, one of 
the world’s three largest transmis­
sion system providers, announced 
an additional investment of 150 mil­
lion euros ($161.62 million) to estab­
lish its largest airbag production 
base in the Asia-Pacific region and a 
new airbag product sample trial cen­
ter in the development zone. Estab­
lishment of the new base in Wuhan 
responds to the need for business 
growth and optimization, and 
brings a clustering effect of talent, 
supply chain and industry chain, 
said Renee Wang, president of ZF 
China.

Increased foreign investment in 
Hubei can be attributed to the devel­
opment zone’s constant efforts to pro­
vide foreign investment and 
businesses with dedicated services 
and preferential policies. In 2022, the 
zone issued 10 measures for foreign 
investment, covering areas such as 
enterprise registration, headquarters 
incentives, site support, research and 
development innovation, talent 
attraction and international lifestyle 
support, providing comprehensive 
support for foreign-invested enter­
prises seeking to invest and operate in 
the zone.

The zone has also released 10 “gold­
en measures” to accelerate talent 
development, including policies for 
training, innovation of management 
systems and protection guarantees. 
These measures aim to attract and 
train 100 leading talents, 1,000 high- 
level professionals, and 10,000 sci­
ence and technology talents for the 
automotive industry, cementing 
Wuhan’s reputation as a national 
industrial innovation hub.

In recent years, the zone has also 
implemented a strategy of developing 
itself into a talent-strong hub, invest­
ing more than 800 million yuan 
annually to support talent innovation 
and development. So far, it has 
attracted and nurtured 31 academi­
cians, 38 high-level talents at the 
national and provincial levels, and 
136,000 professionals and techni­
cians, according to local officials.

or the past year or so, Bei­
jing-based choreographer 
Fei Bo has been living in the 
“city of flowers” — Guang­

zhou, Guangdong province — creat­
ing a dance drama about the vibrant 
blooms that add color to life.

While working at the Guangdong 
Song and Dance Ensemble, he has 
become familiar with the trees and 
plants that grow in the yard. To 
him, flowers are not just decorative 
but are quiet yet unwavering com­
panions that symbolize various 
sentiments and convey different 
ideas.

Along with the creative crew, Fei 
decided to center the production on 
the relationship between a mother 
and her son, setting it in a tiny flow­
er shop in Guangzhou.

Directed by Fei, written by Wen 
Fangyi, a playwright and teacher at 
Nanjing University, and produced 
by the Guangdong Song and Dance 
Ensemble, the dance drama, 
Blooming Life, premiered on April 
26 at the Guangzhou Opera House 
as the closing performance of the 
theater’s seventh women’s art festi­
val. It was performed for a second 
time on April 27

The moving story unfolds with 
the hardships and drudgery faced 
by the protagonists. The mother is 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s dis­
ease, and the son grapples with 
pressure from working as a land­
scape designer while navigating his 
mother’s confusion discerning 
between reality and delusion. As 
snippets of past memories emerge, 
the son recalls his mother’s life and 
the care and nurturing she once 
gave him.

“I’ve never felt the need to focus 
on grand subjects to emphasize 
the significance of a production,” 
Fei says.

“To me, sincerity is paramount. 
I hope that our work is able to 
touch the audience, so that they 
believe the story, see its authen­
ticity and understand its messa­
ges.”

industry chains and supply 
chains,” said You Zheng, deputy 
general manager of Dongfeng 
Group. “Dongfeng Motor is deeply 
rooted in China Auto Valley and 
working closely with the develop­
ment zone to jointly promote high- 
level opening-up and cooperation, 
cultivate the new frontier of inter­
national development and upgrade 
the automotive industry”

According to You, brands under 
Dongfeng Motor Group have accel­
erated their overseas expansion 
over the past few years. Its NEV 
marque Voyah has become the fast­
est-growing domestic high-end 
NEV brand in several international 
markets, including successful 
entry into Norway, Den­
mark and Italy.

In recent years, the development 
zone has leveraged export opportu­
nities to expand into international 
markets. To improve internation­
al economic cooperation, the zone 
has partnered with industry think 
tank China EV100 to create the 
Yangtze River automotive supply 
chain platform.

The platform will provide a sup­
ply chain solution, enhance industry 
and value chains, and benefit both 
domestic and foreign automotive 
enterprises, according to local offi­
cials.

9
New energy vehicles roll off the production line at a Voyah’s plant 
in Wuhan, Hubei province, provided to china daily
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A dance drama set in Guangzhou tells the story of a mother with 
Alzheimer’s and her son who struggles alongside her, Cheng Yuezhu reports.
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influence of China and France is 
profound. Through the combina­
tion of French and Chinese technol­
ogies, we can jointly tackle the 
challenges of even climate change 
and environmental protection.”

Marc Mortureux, president of La 
Plateforme Automobile, add­
ed: “Wuhan is a very unique place, 
especially considering the signifi­
cant importance the automotive 
industry holds for France. It is, in 
fact, the birthplace of our entire 
(auto) industry’s development in 
China. Building factories in China, 
especially in Wuhan, is of utmost 
importance to us. Wuhan is a critical 
hub, and we have had a long history 
of cooperation. This demonstrates 
our commitment to continuing and 
further strengthening this coopera­
tion.”

In 2023, China became 
the world’s largest automobile 
exporter, with over 30 million vehi­
cles produced and sold. Dongfeng 
Group, headquartered in Wuhan, 
played a significant role in the 
growth of the country’s automotive 
industry.

“The automobile industry is 
deeply globalized, enabling Chi­
nese automobiles to enter the glob­
al market and open up new areas 
for deep cooperation between 
domestic and foreign automobile 
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Cave explorer discovers
deep love of China

French adventurer moved to Guizhou province because of its landscape but stayed because of its people
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Above: Jean Bottazi and fellow cavers inspect geological theories in the Shuanghe Cave National Geological Park in Zunyi city, Guizhou province in 2008. 
Below: Jean Bottazzi and fellow cavers conducts karst cave science research in the Shuanghe Cave in 2017.
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By LI CHUNYAN in Paris 

For China Daily

*

Above: Jean Bottazzi serves as head coach for cave rescue techniques training and 
translator for experts from the French Federation of Speleology during a Sino-French 
event on sharing cave rescue techniques in Shuanghe Cave National Geological Park in 
Guizhou province in 2016. photos provided to china daily
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Jean Bottazzi,
French cave explorer

At first glance, it is not immediately obvious 
what connects Jean Bottazzi to the remote caves 
of Southwest China’s Guizhou province.

But Bottazzi is a globally recognized cave 
explorer and representative of the French Fed­
eration of Speleology in China, and he resides 
in Shuanghe Cave tillage in Suiyang county, 
Zunyi city in northern Guizhou, where he is sur­
rounded by one of the world’s most spectacular 
caves: the Shuanghe Cave.

The extensive network of caves spans about 
430 kilometers and is still being actively 
explored, but the caves that have already been 
charted are enough to rank it as the world’s 
third-longest cave system, according to Bottazzi. 

The importance of the caves on the world 
stage has led to the establishment of a geopark 
there, and the development of innovative tour­
ism that benefits the entire region.

For Bottazzi, “it is an art to incoiporate aes­
thetics and poetry into a large-scale tourism 
development enterprise”.

Bottazzi has been in Guizhou since 2007, when 
he left his job in France to settle there.

“I made this decision out of curiosity and 
passion,” he says. “I wanted to test a simple idea 
as a speleologist: could it meet the needs and 
expectations and be in harmony with Guizhou 
society? I have traveled throughout China, but 
Guizhou remains my favorite land, with explo­
rations spanning over 30 districts within this 
province alone.”

Bottazzi’s passion for cave exploration started 
in his youth. Born into a French family in 1962, 
with an older brother who was a caver, he began 
caving himself at 16, and soon joined the French 
Federation of Speleology. “I started in France, 
exploring caves all across the Alps,” he remem­
bers.

His journey in China began in 1986, when he 
participated in his first Franco-Chinese caving 
expedition alongside other French and Chinese 
speleologists and scientists.

Together, they explored and conducted topo­
graphic surveys of about 40 kilometers of galler­
ies across various regions in Guizhou province 
and conducted research on geology, geomor­
phology and hydrogeology, with a particular 
focus on cave sediments and groundwater.

“I stumbled upon Guizhou by chance, as it was 
the first province in China that I visited, known 
for its abundant caves,” he says. “We were capti­
vated and embarked on subsequent expeditions, 
which grew more frequent”

Bottazzi highlights that Guizhou’s natural 
resources are protected and valued, particu­
larly through the United Nations-recognized 
reserves and geoparks.

“It’s very difficult not to be enchanted by these 
mountains, the beauty of the local voices, and the 
joy of the dances,” he says. “What one discovers 
by visiting Guizhou and pursuing their passion 
is that nothing is impossible, this could be linked 
to a project, a story, or perhaps even a legend.”

■ 43 
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Spirit of adventure
In addition to his regular scientific research in 

cave exploration and his involvement in estab­
lishing a geopark in Guangxi Zhuang autono­
mous region, Bottazzi has conducted specialized 
expeditions or projects that require a precise 
understanding of caves. He Inis also provided 
training to Chinese people in caving techniques 
and rescue operations.

“Firefighters encounter challenges rescuing 
people from seemingly impossible locations. As 
speleologists, we possess highly secure and rapid 
techniques,” he explains.

While caves in Guizhou and France share 
similarities in their limestone geology, perpetual 
darkness and damp conditions, Guizhou’s caves 
are notably larger and generally waimer.

Outside of those years most impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, there have been at least 
one and sometimes several cave explorations 
involving cavers from the two nations each year, 
often in Guizhou, but sometimes in other Chi­
nese provinces.

However, he says, there remains potential for 
that collaboration between France and China to 
be enhanced even further, with Chinese cavers 
so far not having participated in cave exploration 
in France. But Bottazzi says he thinks we could 
soon see Chinese cavers being trained in France, 
particularly in specialized techniques, such as 
rescue and diving.

“I enjoy complete freedom to explore caves 
in China, guided solely by my instincts, curios­
ity, rhythm and passion,” he says. “There are no 
objectives imposed upon me.... My experience is 
perhaps not transferable.

“My passion sparks interest and cultivates 
new friendships; all of this opens doors and 
takes me to places I hadn’t considered visiting, 
and motivates me to do things I wouldn’t have 
imagined doing. For instance, I was completely 
unable to make a speech to an audience before 
my trips to China.”

Reflecting on his years in China, he says he 
appreciates “the freedom in my work, the trust, 
as well as the honesty, friendship and goodwill 
of the people I’ve encountered, and the respect 
that people always show me”

Bottazzi is also complimentary of Guizhou’s 
high safety standards and the quality of trans­
portation, accommodation, food, and healthcare 
he has encountered there.

“I even encourage families, including children, 
to visit Guizhou for their first trip,” he says, not­
ing that, this year, China has introduced a 15-day 
visa-free policy for travelers from 11 European 
countries that include France, Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland. The scheme 
will last until the end of 2025.

Guizhou also offers other adventure spoils 
and Bottazzi has Chinese friends who enjoy base 
jumping, canyoning, canoeing, camping, climb­
ing, cycling, diving, paragliding, paramotoring, 
rafting, and more.

“The secrets of China’s heart await you in 
Guizhou,” Bottazzi says of the province that has 
become his beloved home.
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It’s very difficult 

not to be 
enchanted by 

these mountains, 
the beauty of 

the local voices, 
and the joy 

of the dances.”
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