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Launch of its first electric vehicle model has generated huge interest, controversy

When I first arrived in China, 
more than three decades ago, I had 
no idea it was the first of what 
would become dozens of visits. I 
also didn’t realize I’d spend much of 
my professional career making non­
fiction films in and about China. 

Back then, Beijing was a very dif­
ferent place. There was no high­
way connecting the international 
airport with the central city. On the 
way to my hotel, located across the 
street from the diplomatic district, 
the taxi got caught in a traffic jam 
caused by a farmer moving his 
tractor from one field to another. 
At night, truck drivers traveled 
along the dimly lit street outside 
the hotel with their lights turned 
off, unwilling to risk burning out 
irreplaceable headlight bulbs. 
Needless to say, those sorts of 
tilings don’t happen in Beijing any­
more.

One thing that hasn’t changed, 
however, is the sincere welcome I

received then and still do now. 
While traveling in China last 

October, I was surprised by the TV 
news coverage given to two elderly 
American military veterans. Mel­
vin McMullen and Harry Moyer 
both served in China during World 
War II. They were members of a 
United States Army Air Forces unit 
called the “Flying Tigers,” at a time 
when the US and China were 
allies. They returned to China last 
autumn, likely for the last time. 
Wherever they went they were 
honored. They even met with Chi­
nese Vice President Han Zheng, 
and US Ambassador to China 
Nicholas Burns.

All of this took place during a 
period of intensifying US and Chi­

nese military activity in the South 
China Sea. Yet, it didn’t detract 
from the genuine affection shown 
to the two, now aged, veterans. 
How is it these American heroes 
are largely forgotten at home, yet 
still celebrated in China? 

My latest film, an American Pub­
lic TV documentary called Valor 
and Memory, looks to answer that 
question. In the process it explores 
the complex historical relationship 
between the US and China. It is the 
story of the Flying Tigers, US pilots 
who traveled to China to help its 
people repel a brutal invasion; die 
Chinese Tigers, Chinese pilots who 
earned their wings at US flight 
schools in places like Arizona and 
Texas, then returned home to 
defend their homeland; and what 
might be called die “Chinese 
American Tigers,” young men 
raised in big city “Chinatown”

r..-:• „>■

By CAO DESHENG in Beijing 
and YANG HAN in Hong Kong

By ZHANG YUNBI in Beijing 
and YANG FEIYUE in Xi’an

responsibility to the party, die state 
and the people, and pledged to seri­
ously and fully perform the duties of 
the president of Vietnam as defined 
by the Constitution.

Lam also vowed to actively fulfill 
the country’s internal, external, 
defense and security tasks, and — 
together with the entire party, peo­
ple, military and organization in 
the political system — promote the 
highest spirit of “self-reliance, self­
confidence, self-strength, self-resil­
ience and national pride”

said he is willing to work with Lam 
to maintain strategic communica­
tion and guide both countries in the 
building of the China-Vietnam com­
munity with a shared future, with 
more substantial results in broader 
fields, delivering more benefits to 
the people of both countries.

Lam, 67, who was Vietnam’s min­
ister of public security since April 
2016, was elected the country’s new 
president on Wednesday. He serves 
as a member of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Central Committee in its 13th term. 

In his inauguration speech, Lam 
said he is deeply aware of his great

Contact the writers at
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

first model, the SU7 sports sedan, 
attracted more than 40 million 
views on Sina Weibo, online expo­
sure other carmakers only dream 
about achieving.

Weeks before the event, guessing

s the newest Chinese elec­
tric vehicle maker, Xiaomi 
Corp has generated a buzz 

rarely seen in the history of the 
country’s automotive sector, with 
both huge excitement and some 
controversy.

The launch in late March of its

mystery. Xiaomi’s CEO Lei Jun 
called the car project his final entre­
preneurial venture, and the crown­
ing of his extremely successful 
business career.

At an event three months ahead 
of the model’s launch, Lei promised 
it would be a “dream car” to rival 
Tesla and Porsche.

Israel recalls envoys to 3 nations 
after Palestine recognition move

President Xi Jinping has congrat­
ulated To Lam on his assuming 
office as the Vietnamese president, 
pledging to work with him to pro­
mote bilateral relations.

In a congratulatory letter sent to 
Lam on Wednesday, Xi said that Chi­
na and Vietnam, both socialist coun­
tries, are friends and neighbors 
connected by mountains and rivers. 

Xi spoke of his state visit to Viet­
nam last year, when he and Nguyen 
Phu TYong, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Cen-

tral Committee, jointly announced 
the building of a China-Vietnam 
community with a shared future 
that carries strategic significance, 
opening a new chapter in the rela­
tionship between the two parties 
and the two countries.

Xi said he is happy to see that vari­
ous departments and local authori­
ties of both countries are stepping 
up the construction of the China- 
Vietnam community with a shared 
future, and have made steady 
progress in that direction.

Noting that he attaches great 
importance to the development of 
China’s relations with Vietnam, Xi
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the sedan’s price range had been a 
trending topic on China’s social 
media platforms.

The curiosity is understandable. 
The model is the first vehicle from 
any big phone manufacturer — 
Apple has canceled its car-making 
plans and Huawei insists that it 
does not make vehicles, although it 
sells smart driving solutions.

The venture also has an aura of

Solar products 
targeted by
new US curbs
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both the US and China “are countries 
of rich cultural diversity, immense 
natural beauty and vibrant commu­
nities, big and small, all of which sup­
port travel and tourism industries 
that promote prosperity and under­
standing between our nations”

“Four years ago, a global pandem­
ic closed our borders and halted trav­
el and tourism around the world,” 
Biden said when welcoming Chinese 
tourists to discover US cities and his­
tory and to engage with its people. 

Observers noted that the huge 
potential of the China-US tourism 
marketcould be illustrated by the fact 
that before the COVID-19 outbreak, 
more than 300 flights went between 
China and the US each week, and 
over 5 million visits were made 
between the two countries every year. 

Christopher Thompson, presi­
dent and CEO of Brand USA, an 
organization that promotes the US 
as a travel destination, said, “Last 
August, when the 14th US-China 
Tourism Leadership Summit was 
announced, we were all very excited 
to restart this type of connection 
between our two nations.”

Related discussions have since had 
a real impact on advancing tourism 
between the two economies, as well 
as fostering better cultural under­
standing, he told tiie summit. 

“We’re very happy that consumer 
interest in visiting the US remains 
quite high,” Thompson said, adding 
that the US remains a popular desti­
nation among Chinese travelers.

Experts noted that, as a sign of the 
recovery of international travel 
between China and the rest of the 
world, the country saw 1.78 million 
visits by inbound travelers and 1.9 
million outbound visits during the 
recent five-day May Day holiday, 
close to the level in the same period 
in 2019 before the pandemic.

With fresh joint efforts from both 
nations, the number of direct flights 
has grown from 20 per week early 
last year to 100 per week now, accord­
ing to a recent speech by Chinese 
Ambassador to the US Xie Feng.
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President Xi Jinping has reached 
out to all visitors from the United 
States with a welcoming gesture in a 
message that he sent to the 14th Chi- 
na-US Tourism Leadership Summit, 
which opened on Wednesday in 
Xi’an, the capital of Shaanxi province. 

‘We cordially welcome US tour­
ists to travel to China to meet Chi­
nese friends, experience Chinese 
culture, tour scenic mountains and 
rivers, and get a firsthand look at the 
real China,” he wrote.

US President Joe Biden also sent a 
congratulatory message to the event. 

Industry observers have voiced 
great hopes that both nations will 
further encourage two-way visits, as 
the most recent numbers on border 
entries and direct flights continue to 
increase, compared with those of 
last year, yet they are still lower than 
the highs achieved before the COV­
ID-19 outbreak.

In his message, Xi said that “tour­
ism is an important bridge for the 
people of China and the US to 
engage in exchanges and get to bet­
ter know and bond with each other’: 

He expressed his hope that peo­
ple from all walks of life in the two 
countries will take this summit as 
an opportunity for in-depth 
exchanges, consensus building and 
vigorous actions.

The goal is to facilitate people-to- 
people exchanges through tourism 
cooperation, to perpetuate China- 
US friendship through cultural 
exchanges, and to help translate 
the San Francisco vision into reali­
ty, he added.

The two countries are celebrat­
ing tiie 45th anniversary this year 
of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations.

Xi said that the foundation of Chi- 
na-US relations was built by the peo­
ple, the door of China-US ties w'as 
opened by the people, the story of the 
relations is written by the people, 
and the future of the ties will certain­
ly be created by the two peoples. 

In his message, Biden said that

ByLIFUSHENG
tifusheng@chinadaily.com.cn

President invites tourists to experience for 
themselves all that the country has to offer
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For decades, despite 
profound differen­
ces, both the US and 
China have fostered 
people-to-people 
communication. The 
most famous exam­
ple is probably the 
Ping-Pong diploma­
cy of the early 1970s. 
It opened the door to 
eventual diplomatic 
relations between 
the United States 
and the People’s 
Republic of China.
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Above left: Passengers of the turbulence-hit Singapore Airlines flight SQ321 are greeted by family members on Wednesday upon their 
arrival at Changi Airport in Singapore. The London-Singapore flight made an emergency landing in Bangkok, Thailand, after experiencing 
sudden and severe turbulence that left at least one dead and 70 injured, roslan rahman/afp

Above right: The interior of the Singapore Airlines aircraft is pictured on Tuesday after it made an emergency landing in Bangkok. Severe
turbulence sent the plane, carrying 211 passengers and 18 crew, into a sudden dive. Reuters See more, page 7

To Lam attends a swearing-in ceremony in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Wednes­
day. To Lam, a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam, was elected as Vietnam's new president on Wednesday. 
DANG ANH/AFP
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respectful of the multitude of new 
players, which are ‘Very innovative” 

But he said that building a recog­
nized premium brand is not done 
quickly. “One word for defining lux­
ury is ‘credibility’, which means ‘are 
you authentic about what you are 
saying?’ This is not something you 
can do in a few months,” he said.

Though priced at around one- 
fourth of Porsche’s electric Taycan, 
which it resembles, the SU7, with 
the base model retailing for 215,900 
yuan ($29,840), does have some eye­
catching features. These include 
good acceleration, a minimum 
range of 700 kilometers, as well as 
an operating system that allows oth­
er Xiaomi products to work seam­
lessly with the car.

9 i

and its CEO Lei were both wildly 
popular, despite the brand debuting 
at the event

Although it only had one model, 
Xiaomi’s booth was the most crowd­
ed. Lei was always followed by a 
large swarm of social media content 
creators as he visited other brands’ 
booths to shake hands and 
exchange pleasantries.

His supporters even waited out­
side the men’s restroom when he 
went to answer the call of nature.

Wei Jianjun, chairman of China’s 
largest sport utility vehicle maker 
Great Wall Motor, is one of the auto­
motive bosses trying to boost his 
profile on social media.

He made his first appearance in a 
livestreaming event just days after 
the Xiaomi launch in March.

People close to the project said 
Wei himself proposed the idea, say­
ing that he wants to become “an 
online influencer1: Prior to that, Wei 
had avoided interviews for years.

At a livestreamed company event 
in May, Wei said he realized that 
publicity should be “done in the way 
it is done now’J to exchange ideas 
with fans and car owners online. “I 
am still working to get the hang of 
social media, but I will try to become 
a ‘quality influencer. We will not do 
things that attract traffic, but not 
quality (orders),” he said.

William Li, founder and CEO of 
startup Nio, admitted the way Xiao­
mi is doing business is creating pres­
sure for its rivals, but the competitive 
environment is prompting him to 
make changes.

“Previously, I seldom used social 
media. But now what can I do? I 
make short videos otherwise they 
don’t know who I am.”

He acknowledged that the huge 
online traffic generated by Xiaomi 
and Lei had put a bigger spotlight 
on electric vehicles in general, 
which was good for all companies in 
the sector.

Au

Auto launched the L6, a smaller 
SUV, Li stated it “beats Porsche’s 
Cayenne in performance and 
dimensions”.

At the Beijing auto show in April, 
Detlev von Platen, a Porsche board 
member for sales and marketing, 
was asked what the German 
marque thought about the claimed 
rivalry from Chinese startups.

“Being seen as a benchmark is a 
confirmation that you are strong, 
you are desirable, so we are not 
going to take any protective meas­
ures,” he said. “The battery-EV 
market (in China) is more of a vol­
ume market. It is not yet there 
where we are.”

Von Platen added that Porsche is

Clockwise from top left: A visitor takes a selfie with Xiaomi’s SU7 displayed at the Mobile World Congress 2024 in Barcelona Spain, in 
February, gao jing / xinhua Chinese EV maker Nio’s 500,000th vehicle rolls off the production line in Hefei, Anhui province, on May 9. 
zhang duan / xinhua Visitors look at a Mercedes-Benz at the 2024 Beijing International Automotive Exhibition in April, provided to china daily 
Robotic arms working on a production line of Chinese NEV startup Li Auto in Changzhou, Jiangsu province, on Jan 10. provided to china daily

“novelties” to show Xiaomi’s con­
sideration for its customers, such as 
space for an umbrella, and a phone 
holder to aid navigation. However, 
many of Xiaomi’s rivals do not see 
the need for a phone holder as navi­
gation functions are integrated into 
the central display unit of their 
vehicles.

Despite this, Lei gave little infor­
mation about the performance are­
as where the model was said to 
excel, such as smart driving, 
although he declared Xiaomi would 
be among the “top-class players” 

“You don’t declare so easily you 
are far ahead of others, do you? You 
should wait until it is a feet,” said Li 
Shufu, chairman of the automotive 
company Geely Holding Group, in a 
livestreaming event on the same day 
as Xiaomi’s vehicle launch.

The SU7’s styling also has its 
detractors as it a very similar to a 
Porsche Taycan.

Liu Shuang, a photographer in 
Beijing, said the SU7 is good-look­
ing, but added that Xiaomi should 
come up with a design that does not 
invoke other brands. “It doesn’t 
matter if you call it ‘paying homage’ 
or whatever, it looks like a copycat, 
and a copycat will not earn you 
respect,” said Liu.

Some netizens call the SU7 the 
“Porsch-mi” a hybrid of Porsche and 
Xiaomi, saying it reminds them of 
Zotye, a carmaker that was widely 
criticized for offering an SUV that 
resembled the Porsche Cayenne.

Although Lei has said the SU7 is 
targeted at tech-sawy “elite” buyers, 
critics have said the model’s styling 
may be seen as a failure in Xiaomi’s 
efforts to shake off its “value for 
money” reputation.
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vehicle manufacturer and market 
since it overtook the United States 
in 2015.

A total of 2.94 million electric 
vehicles, including plug-in hybrids 
and battery-only vehicles, were sold 
in the first four months of this year, 
according to the China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers.

The figure is expected to reach
11.5 million units this year, up from
9.5 million units the previous year, 
said the association.

The vast potential is good for the 
EV sector, but it also means intense 
competition, said Zhang Yongwei, 
vice-president and secretary-gener­
al of China EV 100, a major auto 
industry think tank.

The next two years will be very 
crucial, Zhang said, as companies 
that may not have the necessary 
competence will likely exit the mar­
ket after a shakeout.

He Xiaopeng, chairman of startup 
Xpeng, said there will not be more 
than seven major carmakers in Chi­
na by 2030. Currently, there are doz­
ens in the country.

Smart functions, with autono­
mous driving features at their 
core, are proving to be more 
important as automakers try to 
differentiate their products from 
others.

Roy Lu, a Shanghai-based auto­
motive analyst, said Xiaomi is com­
petitive in this aspect, thanks to 
strong capabilities in consumer elec­
tronics, operating systems and Al.

But it wall take time for these 
advantages to come to the fore, and 
some analysts point to a mismatch 
between Xiaomi cars and its vast 
number of phone users, who choose 
the brand for its ‘Value for money” 
reputation.

Meanwhile, traditional carmak­
ers are quickly partnering with 
technology companies to tailor 
products that appeal to car buyers. 
Recent examples include the part­
nership between Toyota and 
Tencent as well as the one between 
Nissan and Baidu.

Analysts agree that after the bru­
tal competition is over in two to 
three years, there will be a surge in 
electric vehicle sales in China.

Ouyang Minggao, an academi­
cian at the Chinese Academy of Sci­
ences, estimates that electric 
vehicles will account for 70 percent 
of new car sales in 2030, with their 
annual deliveries reaching around 
20 million units.

Chinese EV brands also have a 
good chance to win their share of 
the global market, said Christof 
Engelskirchen, chief economist of 
Autovista Group, an automotive 
data, analytics and industry insights 
provider.

Their competitive edge is the 
result of their speed in coming up 
with new models, technologies and 
innovation, among other things, 
Engelskirchen said.

In Europe, Chinese manufactur­
ers should study each destination 
market carefully as they can be 
“extremely different” he said.

“There are already so many 
brands, so many models. So if some­
one comes with a new product, 
there must be something new, ” he 
said. “It cannot just be about ‘good 
product, good quality good price 
and good design’, it is too ‘me too” he 
said.

Engelskirchen was at the Beijing 
auto show when Xiaomi and Lei 
received their rock star reception. It 
seems a “fantastic story” in China 
but “this type of hype around a 
brand, I think, will be difficult to 
replicate in Europe,” he said.

■

Under the influencers
Yet Xiaomi has something that 

established carmakers are eager to 
learn — how to gamer online traffic, 
which lias become crucial when 
social media is part of everyone’s life 
and as competition intensifies with 
an influx of new vehicle models.

At the Beijing auto show, Xiaomi

Teething problems
However, the SU7 has encoun­

tered some teething problems as 
well as criticism.

One viral video showed a vehicle 
breaking down within minutes of it 
being delivered to its owner in Fuji­
an province. Another showed a vehi­
cle in Hunan province suffering 
brake failure after one month’s use, 
which Xiaomi put down to a rare 
“software misdirection” that had 
been solved.

Such problems happen with other 
brands, but analysts said they could 
cool customers’ enthusiasm for the 
SU7 as many of those first-time vehi­
cle buyers are longtime customers 
of Xiaomi products.

The company’s efforts to high­
light differences between the SU7 
and its competitors could also back­
fire, critics said. At the launch event, 
Lei gave a detailed list comparing 
the SU7 with Tesla’s Model 3, a prac­
tice which is not an industry norm. 

He expounded on what he called

■

Master marketer
But the excitement around the 

project would not have been possi­
ble without Lei, a marketing master 
who knows full well the power of 
social media.

Lei has verbal skills rarely dis­
played by other high-profile busi­
ness leaders in China. Both Zhou 
Hongyi, CEO of network security 
company 360, and Liu Qiangdong, 
founder and chairman of online 
shopping giant JD, admit they can­
not rival Lei when it comes to deliv­
ering a message.

In one of his videos posted on Sina 
Weibo ahead of the model’s launch, 
Lei showcases the plant’s paint 
workshop, saying: “Isn’t it beautiful, 
our mirror-like paint finish?”

Such videos usually have millions 
of views on Sina Weibo, where Lei 
lias more than 20 million followers. 

Getting a thumbs-up for the post 
lias little to do with the actual paint­
ing process, but the video is clever 
enough to allow potential buyers 
the rare opportunity of seeing inside 
a paint workshop.

Such good impressions give Xiao­
mi an advantage over its rivals when 
it comes to potential car buyers.

The SU7’s features, coupled with 
Lei’s marketing skills, have driven 
strong early demand for the model. 
Xiaomi said it received over 88,000 
orders with a deposit of 5,000 yuan, 
within 24 hours of the launch.

In late April, Lei said at the com­
pany’s shareholder meeting that the 
model’s fully paid orders numbered 
over 70,000, and the company’s goal 
is to deliver 100,000 units this year. 

In the first full sales month of 
April, 7,058 units were delivered. It 
was a decent number, allowing 
Xiaomi to outperform electric vehi­
cle makers Avatr and Voyah, both of 
which were established in 2018.

Xiaomi’s sales fell just 2,300 units 
short of competitor Xpeng’s deliver­
ies in April. Known for its edge in 
smart driving, Xpeng lias six models 
in the market and has been chosen 
by Volkswagen to codevelop vehicles.

Boasting sales
New entrants to the electric vehi­

cle sector often compare their prod­
ucts to established brands to grab 
the attention of car buyers.

When startup Li Auto’s large L9 
SUV was unveiled in 2022, its 
founder and CEO Li Xiang said the 
model was not inferior to a Rolls- 
Royce’s Cullinan. In April, when Li

Charging ahead
Electric vehicles are gaining 

momentum in China, which has 
been the world’s largest electric

J
*

A workshop of Chinese NEV startup Li Auto in Changzhou, 
Jiangsu province, tang ke / for china daily
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possible capture, torture or even 
death, at the risk of their own lives 
and those of their loved ones. 

For decades, despite profound 
differences, both the US and China 
have fostered people-to-people 
communication. The most famous 
example is probably the Ping-Pong 
diplomacy of the early 1970s. It 
opened the door to eventual diplo­
matic relations between the Unit­
ed States and the People’s Republic 
of China. The “diplomats” were 
nine US table tennis players, one of 
whom missed the team bus at the 
1971 World Table Tennis Champi­
onship in Japan, traveling instead 
with the Chinese national team. 
An imitation to visit China for a 
series of “friendship” matches soon 
followed. This at a time when the

US and China rarely communicat­
ed, and if they did, they talked “at” 
each other not “with.” Table tennis 
provided a form of back-channel 
communication, away from the 
media spotlight.

That style of diplomacy contin­
ues today, through efforts like 
musicians from the New York Phil­
harmonic teaching masterclasses 
in Shanghai. Or the return of eld­
erly World War II veterans, like 
McMullen and Moyer, to China. 

As a faculty member at the New 
York Film Academy, I was invited 
to lecture at the Beijing Film Acad­
emy and Xiamen University. As a 
filmmaker, I explore the US and 
China’s shared — if contentious — 
history. The best way to convey 
that history is through the person­

Contact the writers at
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn

neighborhoods, sent by the US 
Army to China for their language 
and cultural knowledge as much 
as their technical skills. 

The Chinese American Compos­
ite Wing, part of US’ 14 th Air 
Force, was probably the most unu­
sual unit of any combatant of 
World War II. It combined person­
nel from two different countries, 
who spoke two different langua­
ges, under the same command 
structure. Americans and Chinese 
fought side-by-side, as equals. 
They were aided by countless Chi­
nese civilians, ordinary men and 
women who rescued US flight 
crews shot down over enemy-held 
territory. They saved them from 

ministry announced sanctions 
against former US lawmaker Mike 
Gallagher, including a ban on 
entering China, for his blatant, 
serious interference in China’s 
internal affairs out of his own con­
siderations and prejudice against 
China.

Gallagher, who stepped down 
in April, led the pushback from 
the US House of Representatives 
against China, including helping 
to pass a bill that could ban popu­
lar video app TikTok if its China­
based owner doesn’t sell its 
stake.

Speaking at a regular news brief­
ing in Beijing on Wednesday, For­
eign Ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin said China has unwaver­
ing resolve in safeguarding its 
national sovereignty, security and 
development interests.

He added that the nation “will

By MO JINGXI
mojingri@chinadailyrom.cn

severely punish any individual or 
organization that goes all out to 
counter and contain China”.

Lyu Xiang, a US studies research­
er at the Beijing-based Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, said 
the countermeasures announced 
by the Chinese side are in response 
to a series of hostile actions by the 
US against China.

“The defense companies have, to 
different extents, been involved in 
the Ukraine crisis and arms sales 
to Taiwan, so China is justified to 
conduct these countermeasures” 
Lyu said, adding that the sanctions 
will also have a substantial impact 
on their businesses.

Though the impact of the sanc­
tions on the ex-lawmaker could 
be limited, Lyu said China’s coun­
termeasures could make compa­
nies think twice before doing 
business with him.

al experiences of those who lived 
it. I’ve interviewed countless peo­
ple about China, its culture, and its 
histoiy. People who — regardless 
of where they were born or even­
tually lived — always considered 
China their ‘home.’ Many of them 
were kind enough to share their 
personal recollections with me. 
When I travel through China, I 
often have other people’s memo­
ries in my head. Sadly, most of 
those people are now gone. I am 
honored that their stories still live 
on through me, and through the 
American and Chinese audiences 
who see my films.

By WANG XIAODONG 
in Nairobi, Kenya 
wangriaodong@chinadaily.comrn

The author is a three-time Emmy 
Award winningfilmmaker and 
educator. He has developed and pro­
duced non-fiction programming for 
ABC, CBS, Discovery, HBO and PBS. 
The views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

exchanges and high-quality tour­
ism development “would not have 
been possible” without the gui­
dance of the leaders of both coun­
tries, high-level visits, political 
mutual trust and interactions 
among industry players.

“For the continuous increase in 
tourist visits between China and 
the US, it is necessary to pragmati­
cally promote tourism, implement 
more convenient visa policies, con­
tinuously expand direct flight quo­
tas, and deepen cooperation and 
exchanges between tourism invest­
ment institutions and market enti­
ties,” Dai said.

Furthermore, efforts should be 
made to promote exchanges 
between the two countries’ tourism 
industries, education institutions 
and think tanks, he added.

Beijing announced counter­
measures on Wednesday against 
12 military-related companies in 
the United States and their senior 
executives, including units of 
Lockheed Martin, in response to 
Washington’s arms sales to Chi­
na’s Taiwan region and its unilat­
eral sanctions against Chinese 
companies.

The measures, which include 
freezing their movable, immova­
ble and other types of assets in 
China, as well as banning entry 
for senior executives, took effect 
on Wednesday, according to a 
statement issued by the Foreign 
Ministry.

The ministry said that for some 
time, the US has, in disregard of 
China’s just position and con-

Flame
shines

stream public opinion on the island 
and a disruptor of peace and stability 
across the Taiwan Strait,” Chen said. 

The speech was about peddling 
the “two-state” concept and push­
ing for “Taiwan independence” 
under a different name, reflecting 
that Lai was eager to reveal his true 
“Taiwan independence” intentions 
with an extremely arrogant atti­
tude and even more radical propo­
sitions from the outset, Chen said. 

The true status quo of the Taiwan 
Strait is that the Chinese mainland 
and Taiwan both belong to one Chi­
na, and Taiwan is a part of China, 
Chen said. Taiwan’s leader not only 
failed to address the fundamental 
question of the nature of cross­
Strait relations, but also attempted 
to change the nature of the rela­
tions, which poses a grave chal­
lenge to the one-China principle, 
he said.

Lai promoted the idea of “self-de­
termination for Taiwan’s residents 
regarding the island’s future” as a 

China-Kenya cooperation has 
yielded fruitful results over the past 
decades and Kenya is looking to car­
ry forward bilateral relations as well 
as supporting the one-China princi­
ple for mutual benefit, said a senior 
Kenyan official.

In an interview on Monday in the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi, Moses 
Wetang’ula, speaker of the National 
Assembly of Kenya, said bilateral 
relations have grown phenomenally 
since the start of the century, which 
lias boosted growth in Kenya and 
brought benefits to the people.

“When you look today, China is a 
signatory to almost every' major 
infrastructure project in Kenya, and 
the people of Kenya appreciate this,” 
he said. “The relationship between 
Kenya and China is excellent.” 

“Look at the Nairobi-Thika Super­
highway, the best highway we have 
in the country. Look at roads, even 
in the most unexpected rural areas 
that are being constructed by Chi­
nese companies, water, dams, last 
mile connectivity and electricity, 
construction of institutions and uni­
versities,” Wetang’ula said.

“We have a lot going on between 
Kenya and China. And I would 
encourage it to continue because it 
is changing the lives of our people,” 
he said.

China and Kenya celebrated the 
60 th anniversary of diplomatic rela­
tions last year. China is Kenya’s big­
gest trade partner while Kenya is 
China’s biggest trade partner in East 
Africa, where a number of signature 
infrastructure projects have been 
completed in recent years with the 
implementation of the Belt and 
Road Initiative.

In addition to Kenya, China’s “pos­
itive footprints” as Wetang’ula said, 
can be seen everywhere, including 
Africa, Asia and South America.

“There’s a beacon everywhere 
that Chinese development is visible, 
such as roads, bridges, and so on,” 
he said.

Wetang’ula, who is also a former 
foreign minister of Kenya, said the 
country firmly supports the one- 
China principle, and recognizes 
Taiwan as an inalienable part of 
China.

“Taiwan remains an integral part 
of China, and China is recognized as 
the only representative of die people 

Xie noted that “the flights now 
are still far from enough, and the 
tickets are too expensive”, and he 
said the China travel advisory 
issued by Washington “has deterred 
many American friends from visit­
ing China”.

Dai Bin, president of the China 
Tourism Academy, told the summit 
that sustainable China-US tourism 

guise for the ambition of ‘Taiwan 
independence” said the spokesman, 
adding that the future of Taiwan, as 
an inseparable part of China, can 
only be decided by the more than 1.4 
billion Chinese people, including 
compatriots in Taiwan.

Chen noted that the Taiwan 
question is purely an internal affair 
of China, and no external interfer­
ence will be tolerated.

No matter how much Taiwan’s 
leader fawns over and seeks aid 
from external forces, he is merely a 
“pawn” and “Taiwan independ­
ence” is a dead end, Chen said, add­
ing that the attempt to “seek 
independence with the support of 
foreign powers” will only lead to 
self-destruction.

Chen reaffirmed the strong desire 
of compatriots on both sides of the 
Taiwan Strait to achieve national 
reunification through peaceful 
means, and highlighted that coun­
termeasures must be taken against 
the Democratic Progressive Party

structive role on the Ukraine 
issue, imposed illegal unilateral 
sanctions on many Chinese enti­
ties for so-called “Russia-related 
factors”.

“Washington’s engagement in 
massive unilateral bullying and 
economic coercion has severely 
violated the legitimate rights and 
interests of Chinese companies, 
institutions and individuals,” the 
statement said.

The ministry also said that the 
US, at the same time, has been 
continuously selling arms to Tai­
wan, which seriously breaches the 
one-China principle and the three 
China-US joint communiques, 
gravely interferes in China’s 
domestic affairs and harms Chi­
na’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.

The countermeasures were 
announced just one day after the
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A man looks at a 900-year-old statue of the Hindu god Shiva, 
dubbed “Golden Boy", on Tuesday in Bangkok, Thailand, after it was 
repatriated from the United States. The statue is believed to have 
been smuggled out of Thailand 50 years ago. ma nan vatsyayana / afp

Delphine Ernotte 
(center), head of France 
Televisions, holds up 
the Paris 2024 Olympic 
torch on Tuesday at the 
77th Cannes Film 
Festival venue in 
Cannes, southern 
France, as part of the 
Olympics torch relay. 
CLODAGH KILCOYNE/ REUTERS
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ByYANGZEKUN
yangsekun@chinadaily.com.cn

of China. Regardless of what those 
who support Taiwan say, Kenya fol­
lowed the resolution of the UN with 
which we voted,” he said during the 
interview on Monday.

In October 1971, the United 
Nations General Assembly passed 
Resolution 2758, which restored all 
rights to the People’s Republic of 
China, recognizing it as the sole 
legal representative of China at the 
UN. The resolution has since been 
followed by the vast majority of the 
international community.

Recognizing the one-China prin­
ciple is “an inevitable development 
that no country will stand in the 
way,” Wetang’ula said, adding that 
in Africa, developing relations with 
China has proved to be in the inter­
ests of the continent and individual 
countries as well.

Wetang’ula’s comment coincided 
with Lai Ching-te assuming his role 
as the Taiwan region’s new leader. 
China’s State Council Taiwan 
Affairs Office on Monday said Lai 
lias sent “a dangerous signal” of 
seeking “Taiwan independence” in 
a speech upon assuming the role on 
Monday.

Based on the one-China princi­
ple, Kenya is looking forward to 
intensified bilateral cooperation in 
many areas through various plat­
forms such as the Belt and Road 
Initiative and the Forum on China- 
Africa Cooperation, said 
Wetang’ula.

Kenya embraces the Belt and 
Road Initiative and lias been engag­
ing the initiative with its own deve­
lopment plans, so the initiative can 
best align with Kenya’s economic 
development, he said.

One major plan of the govern­
ment of Kenya is to focus more on 
development of its mineral resour­
ces, which Wetang’ula said he hoped 
more Chinese companies can par­
ticipate in.

“China will be a critical partner in 
doing so because we know that 
when we deal with your country, the 
red tape and roadblocks to making 
decisions are far less than some of 
our partners who put a lot of caveats 
on many things,” he said.

Anticipating the new meeting of 
the Forum on China-Africa Cooper­
ation to be held in Beijing in fall 
this year, Wetang’ula said he wishes 
it will put more focus on boosting 
international trade for Africa to 
create more wealth for the conti­
nent.

r

authorities’ collusion with external 
forces in their provocative “inde­
pendence” attempts.

Chen also revealed Lai’s attempt 
to use the guise of “peaceful coexist­
ence” and the empty talk about 
“replacing confrontation with dia­
logue, and replacing encirclement 
with exchanges” to suggest the 
resumption of tourism exchanges 
and the enrollment of degree-seek­
ing students from the mainland. 
This ultimately aims to mislead 
some uninformed individuals into 
thinking he has the goodwill and 
sincerity to improve cross-Strait 
relations.

The inability of mainland resi­
dents and students to travel to and 
study in Taiwan is entirely caused 
by the DPP authorities, Chen said. 
Taiwan’s leader not only fails to cor­
rect past mistakes but also adds the 
precondition of “bilateral reciproci­
ty” to tourism and study, showing 
no genuine intent to promote 
cross-Strait exchanges and 
improve the island’s economy and 
livelihood.

“No matter what Lai says or how 
he says it, it cannot change the fact 
that Taiwan is a part of China, nor 
can it alter the fundamental frame­
work and direction of cross-Strait 
relations,” Chen said. “It cannot 
alter the shared desire of people on 
both sides of the Strait to become 
closer and more connected, and it 
cannot stop the irreversible trend 
of China’s reunification.”

The speech made on Monday by 
Lai Ching-te, the new' leader of 
China’s Taiwan region, is full of 
hostility and provocation and 
made up of lies and deception, and 
is a complete confession of support 
for “Taiw'an independence”, a 
spokesman for the State Council 
Taiwan Affairs Office said on Tues­

day night.
Chen Binhua, the 

spokesman, said 
that Lai is inciting 
anti-mainland sen­
timent and attempt­
ing to “pursue 

independence through military 
means”, wffiich will only push Tai­
wan into a perilous situation of 
w'ar and conflict, bringing great 
calamity to the vast majority of Tai­
wan compatriots.

“Lai’s speech clearly demonstrat­
ed that he is a betrayer of main­

i

Tourism: More
convenient 
visa policies 
urged by 
travel expert



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/12/2024 1:37:38 PM
4 | Thursday, May 23,2024 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

CHINA

Nations urged Having a ball

to increase
conservation

s "Li4

1

1

Fujian shipping route gets goods to Taiwan faster

New Shanghai policy seeks to encourage childbirth

Chongqing aims to make friends with major inti cities
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Shanghai Jiao Tong University 
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age 40 or above,” Sun said. 
Qian Wenwen, who gave birth to 

a boy four years ago at age 32 after 
undergoing in vitro fertilization, 
said that she had been thinking 
about whether to undergo the 
treatment again to have a second 
child. The new cost-saving policy 
has encouraged her to give it a try, 
she said.

“Last time, I got pregnant after 
three IVF trials, which cost me near­
ly 100,000 yuan. Now I may undergo 
more attempts before getting preg­
nant successfully, and that may gen­
erate more costly medical bills. The 
new policy will help,” she said.

“This can provide a better shop­
ping experience for consumers and 
help increase our business volume,” 
she added.

Hong Xiumian, deputy manager 
of the container department at Jin- 
jiang Pacific Ports Development Co, 
said, “Weitou is the closest point on 
the mainland to Kinmen, with the 
fastest voyage time of approximate­
ly one and a half hours.

“The opening of this route will 
provide a fest logistics channel for 
cross-Strait e-commerce. We will 
continue to increase the frequency 
of trips and develop Weitou Po rt into 
a distribution hub of cross-Strait 
e-commerce goods for Taiwan.”

Chongqing, a city on the upper 
reaches of the Yangtze River known 
for its bridges, is looking to develop 
a “friendship bridge” that connects 
it with the rest of the world.

The southwest China metropolis 
hosted a global meeting on Wednes­
day to promote cooperation with 
major international cities.

Themed “Sub-national coopera­
tion for common development” the 
Chongqing International Friend­

By JIANG CHENGLONG 
and HU MEIDONG in Fuzhou

Chongqing established its first 
international sister city relationship 
with Toulouse, France, in 1982. 
Since then, it has fostered such rela­
tionships with 56 provinces, states 
and cities in 37 countries.

During the two-day event, Chong­
qing plans to stage a series of activi­
ties to promote cooperation in 
trade, culture and ecology, includ­
ing a meeting on clean energy with a 
United States delegation from Sac­
ramento, California, and a promo­
tional event with the mayors of 
cities in Silicon Valley.

By TANYINGZI
and DENG RUI in Chongqing

The cargo mainly consisted of 
clothing, bags, outdoor products 
and supplies for mothers and 
babies. Upon arrival in Kinmen, 
the goods will be distributed to 
other pails of Taiwan via water 
and air transport.

Weitou is the closest point on the 
mainland to Kinmen, making it 
the shortest route, according to a 
news release by the Quanzhou 
MSA. The opening of this express 
route has allowed goods, which are 
bought via e-commerce platforms 
and destined for Kinmen, to clear 
customs in the Quanzhou Compre­
hensive Bonded Zone and be trans­
ported via the Weitou Port.

The route has made it possible 
for a parcel to be shipped to Tai­
wan from the mainland on the 
same day of ordering, which has

the largest of the four.
Last year, Chongqing’s GDP 

reached a record 3 trillion yuan 
($423 billion), up 6.1 percent year- 
on-year. It is the first city in western 
China to achieve a GDP that high.

With its position on the Yangtze, 
the city boasts key geographical 
advantages. It serves as a strategic 
point in national development pro­
grams in the western regions as well 
as the Chengdu-Chongqing Eco­
nomic Circle, and it is also a con­
necting point for the Belt and Road 
Initiative and die Yangtze River Eco­
nomic Belt.

significantly reduced logistics 
and time costs for local business­
es, the news release said.

It added that this also means that 
goods purchased by Taiwan compa­
triots from the mainland via e-com- 
merce platforms can be delivered 
up to one day earlier than before.

Yang Yi, customs manager at 
Jinjiang Hangtuo E-commerce 
Co, said that before the express 
route was opened, the firm’s 
goods had to be transported to 
Xiamen first, and then from 
Xiamen to Kinmen.

“With die opening of this route, 
our company now has more time 
to collect goods. Meanwhile, the 
deliver}' time for Taiwan custom­
ers is expected to be five hours 
earlier, or even up to a day earli­
er,” she said.

Henghua at the opening ceremony. 
“It (the conference) will undoubted­
ly expand new development oppor­
tunities for sister city relationships.” 

He said that die city hopes to 
enhance communications with 
friendship cities by increasing the 
number of flights to them, optimiz­
ing its investment environment, 
promoting people-to-people 
exchanges and deepening coopera­
tion in new energy vehicle develop­
ment, electronic data, the digital 
economy, and the processing of food 
and agricultural products.

China calls on major countries to better 
support developing ones in biodiversity

ship Cities Cooperation Conference 
2024 has attracted mayors and rep­
resentatives from 48 cities in 31 
countries, foreign diplomats from 14 
countries and delegates from inter­
national organizations, multina­
tional corporations and business 
associations, according to the 
Chongqing Foreign Affairs Office.

“We aim to build a platform for 
multilateral cooperation among 
international sister cities, promote 
practical collaboration and enhance 
mutual understanding among peo­
ple,” said Chongqing Mayor Hu

Marilyn Librers, vice-mayor of 
Morgan Hill, California, and presi­
dent of the China Silicon Valley 
Association, is visiting Chongqing 
with five mayors from the region. 

“We have many goals for our time 
in Chongqing this week. The China 
Silicon Valley Association will help 
your district expand into the US 
market, provide market research, 
help your enterprises enter into the 
international market and help 
enhance global competitiveness,” 
she said during a speech at the cere­
mony.

Chongqing became the country’s 
fourth municipality in 1997 after 
Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjin. Cov­
ering 82,402 square kilometers, it is 

A cargo ship loaded with vari­
ous daily necessities departed 
from a port in Quanzhou, Fujian 
province, and headed to Kinmen 
in Taiwan, an example of how Tai­
wan residents are now able to 
receive goods purchased from the 
Chinese mainland via e-com- 
merce platforms more quickly.

The ship departed from Weitou 
Port last Thursday, carrying goods 
valued at 3.33 million yuan 
($456,000) and weighing 78.7 met­
ric tons, according to the Quanzhou 
Maritime Safety Administration.

The voyage marked the debut 
of the overseas trade container 
route between Jinjiang, where 
the port is located, and Kinmen.

•*

100,000 people receiving assisted 
reproductive treatment in Shang­
hai annually, and each patient is 
expected to save an average of 
about 9,000 yuan in treatment 
costs, according to the bureau.

Sun Yun, vice-president of Renji 
Hospital affiliated with the Shang­
hai Jiao Tong University School of 
Medicine, said that the incidence of 
infertility in China is increasing 
rapidly, and the proportion has ris­
en from 2 percent in the 1950s to 
18.5 percent.

“Today, one in every eight cou­
ples of childbearing age in the 
country needs to seek help from 
assisted reproductive procedures, 
making China the place where one- 
third of the world’s total number of 
assisted reproductive treatments 
takes place,” said Sun, an expert in 
reproductive medicine.

She also mentioned that the poli­
cy will be especially helpful for old­
er women who are trying to 
conceive, as they must often get 
multiple treatments, which pushes 
up their medical bills.

“For those under age 30, usually 
70 percent can carry a baby after 
using the embryo transfer treat­
ment just once. But the proportion 
drops to 30 percent for those age 35 
and above, and 15 percent for those 

L
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Students observe various shell specimens as they study marine bio­
diversity at Ailun Bay Marine Ranch in Rongcheng, Shandong prov­
ince, on Wednesday, u xinjun / for china daily

2050 and 23 action-oriented global 
targets to be reached by 2030, seeks 
harmonious coexistence between 
humans and nature by 2050.

Global conservation of 30 percent 
of all land, seas and inland waters, 
and restoration of 30 percent of 
degraded ecosystems are among the 
goals set to be achieved by 2030.

China and contracting parties 
such as Cambodia, Canada and 
Chile, as well as international orga­
nizations, jointly launched an initia­
tive to implement the framework, 
which aims to establish a voluntary 
cooperation platform for all stake­
holders to maintain the political 
momentum of global biodiversity 
governance.

Huang called on all contracting 
parties to update their national bio­
diversity strategies and action plans 
with targets in the framework as 
benchmarks and actively mobilize 
resources to enhance biodiversity 
conservation.

“Developed countries must fulfill 
their commitments, significantly 
increase support for funding, tech­
nology and capacity building in 
developing countries, and promote 
comprehensive and balanced imple­
mentation of the framework,” he 
said.

Addressing the event via a written 
letter, United Nations Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres said the 
framework offers a pathway to 
reverse loss and restore biodiversity 
while creating jobs, building resil­
ience and spurring sustainable 
development.

“Governments must lead. But as 
this year’s International Day for Bio­
logical Diversity reminds us, we are 
all “Part of the Plan” — we all have a 
role to play,” he said.

Inger Andersen, executive direct­
or of the UN Environment Pro­
gramme, said, “With only seven 
years to implement the framework, 
we must all act now. And we must 
continue to act until our web of life 
is secure.

“On this, the International Day for 
Biological Diversity, we celebrate 
China’s leadership. And we call on 
every government, ever}' business, 
every investor and every individual 
to do what they can to protect and 
restore nature, for the benefit of all 
humanity,” she said.

Individuals straggling with fer­
tility who seek assisted reproduc­
tive treatment in Shanghai will 
have their medical bills partly reim­
bursed by the city’s public medical 
insurance fund starting on June 1, 
according to a recent policy encour­
aging people to have more chil­
dren.

Of the 17 assisted reproductive 
treatment procedures offered in 
the city, 12 of them — including egg 
retrieval, sperm retrieval, screen­
ings for high-quality sperm, artifi­
cial insemination, embryo culture 
and embryo transfer — will be 
included on the medical insurance 
list, according to the policy 
announced by the Shanghai 
Healthcare Security Administra­
tion on Wednesday.

This means individuals will only 
need to bear around 30 percent of 
the costs, which will make the 
treatments more affordable for 
those who are eager to become par­
ents but are having difficulties with 
conception.

Shanghai will budget roughly 
900 million yuan ($124 million) to 
fund the reimbursements each 
year. There are approximately

As the world celebrated Interna­
tional Day for Biological Diversity on 
Wednesday, Huang Runqiu, China’s 
minister of ecology and environ­
ment, called on developed countries 
to follow through on their commit­
ments to provide enhanced support 
for biodiversity conservation efforts 
in developing nations.

He made the remarks at an event 
held to mark the occasion co-hosted 
by the Ministry of Ecology and Envi­
ronment and the government of 
Hainan in Sanya, a coastal city in the 
island province.

Addressing the event, themed “Be 
Part of the Plan”, Huang, who is also 
COP15 president, reiterated China’s 
enduring commitment to contribut­
ing to global biodiversity govern­
ance by actively deepening 
international cooperation.

Officially known as the 15 th Con­
ference of Parties to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity, COP15 was 
held in two phases, with phase one 
taking place virtually in October 
2021 in Kunming, Yunnan province, 
and phase two hosted in Montreal, 
Canada, in late 2022.

China’s consistent endeavors in 
biodiversity conservation have 
brought fruitful results, Huang not­
ed, citing the significant increase of 
the Yangtze finless porpoise popula­
tion and the expansion of mangrove 
forests as examples.

The number of Yangtze finless 
porpoises increased to 1,249 in 2022, 
up 29.4 percent from 2017, he said. 

With its mangrove forests grow­
ing to 29,200 hectares, “China lias 
become one of the few countries in 
the world where the net area of 
mangroves is increasing,” he stated. 

The theme of the event this year 
highlighted the need to mobilize 
global participation for further bio­
diversity conservation and empha­
sized how important it is for 
governments and all sectors of soci­
ety to take collaborative action, he 
stressed.

As the host of COP15, China dem­
onstrated leadership in presiding 
over tiie adoption of the Kunming- 
Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework, which is both ambi­
tious and realistic and was reflected 
in a balanced manner, he said.

The framework, which has four 
long-term goals to be achieved by 

People watch a lion dance performance at the 33rd Naizifang Temple Fair in Beijing’s Chaoyang district on Wednesday. This four-day 
event, which began on Wednesday, features a variety of activities, including martial arts demonstrations, intangible cultural heritage 
exhibitions and creative markets. People can explore the temple fair, watch performances, taste local delicacies and experience folk 
customs. WANG FEI / FOR CHINA DAILY

To promote long-term, balanced 
population development, assisted 
reproductive procedures are being 
covered by public medical insur­
ance in an increasing number of 
regions across the country.

Jiangxi province recently 
announced that residents will be 
reimbursed for most assisted repro­
ductive procedures beginning next 
month. Other provincial-level 
regions, including the autonomous 
regions of Inner Mongolia and Xin­
jiang, and the provinces of Gansu 
and Shandong, announced similar 
policies earlier this year.

Beijing welcomed such a policy 
in July last year, as did the Guangxi 
Zhuang autonomous region in 
November.

Some women said they believe 
that better gender equality in the 
workplace, as well as more family 
and social support systems related 
to childbirth, may increase their 
willingness to become mothers.

“Compared with men, women’s 
cost in marriage and raising off­
spring is much higher. However, 
work-life balance shouldn’t be a 
question posed to women solely. 
Men should be encouraged to bear 
more household duties,” said Bao 
Yiqing, a 34-year-old single woman 
working in Shanghai.

Contact the writers at
jiangchenglong@
chinadaily.com.cn

Today, one in every 
eight couples of 
childbearing age in 
the country needs to 
seek help from 
assisted reproductive 
procedures.”
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Editors note: As protection of the planet’s flora, fauna and resources becomes increasingly important, China Daily is publishing a series of stories to illustrate the country’s commitment to safeguarding the natural world.
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Diversion project to secure water supply in Beibu Gulf
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By HOU LI QIANG in Beijing 
and SHI RUIPENG in Nanning

“With these cells, there remains a possibili­
ty to recover the population of these species in 
the future, though that is not possible in the 
shortterm with current technologies,” he said.
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By HOU LI QIANG in Beijing 
and SHI RUIPENG in Nanning

The massive water diversion project for 
the Beibu Gulf in the Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region, is expected to meet the 
water needs of 14 million people when it is 
completed by the end of this decade.

Launched in September, and estimated to 
cost 28 billion yuan ($3.87 billion), the 
project aims to relieve water shortages in 
the Beibu Gulf, which has experienced 
declining rainfall in recent years.

Aside from enhancing die water supply, die 
project will help reduce the overexploitation 
of water and improve the health of die local 
aquatic ecosystem, according to Guangxi’s 
department of water resources.

Once completed, it is expected to divert an 
average of 805 million cubic meters of water

hang Jiajun, the assistant director 
of die Hongshui River Conservation 
Center for Rare Fish, is embracing 
his busiest time of the year.

Split into two shifts, he and his six-mem­
ber team have to live in their office from 
March to July.

“We are especially busy in April and May. 
For several months, I am barely home for 
more than three days,” the 33-year-old said. 

The Hongshui is a major river in South 
China’s Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region 
and a main tributary to the Pearl River. After 
joining the Liujiang River in Guangxi, it is 
called the Qianjiang River, which powers die 
1.6-gigawatt Datengxia Gorge Water Con­
servancy Hydropower Project in Guiping, 
Guangxi, that came online last year.

For Zhang, die busiest season means tiiat 
he has to make sure die rare fish conserva­
tion center’s stocks of fish fry are regularly 
fed in order for them to be ready for release 
back into tiieir natural habitat.

The fish have to be fed every two to three 
hours, and it is intense work, with Zhang 
claiming it’s the reason for his tiiinning hair. 

Stretching 660 kilometers, the Hongshui 
spans Guizhou province and Guangxi, but as 
it is located in the Pearl River Basin it falls 
under the jurisdiction of the Pearl River 
Water Resources Commission.

With the hydropower project creating tan­
gible changes to the river ecosystem, die cen­
ter, established in March last year, is focused 
on ensuring that the ecosystem not only sur­
vives but prospers in its new form.

The center is part of a series of measures 
introduced along with the hydropower 
project to protect the existing ecosystem.

Other measures include two enormous 
“fish ladders” They are a series of artificial 
structures — for example, connected artifi­
cial lakes and ponds tiiat, depending on the 
flow of the water, allow fish to navigate the 
dammed sections of the river either 
upstream or downstream. In addition to the 
‘ladders”, there are also two fish stocking 
stations, four floating artificial fish habitats 
and one artificial spawning ground.

Altogether, the scale of the system outpa­
ces similar ecosystem-protecting efforts in 
any other water conservancy projects, 
according to Guangxi Datengxia Gorge 
Water Conservancy Development Co, the 
project’s builder and operator.

“While enhancing the management of 
water resources and the control of water-re­
lated disasters to benefit mankind, the con­
struction of the Datengxia project has also 
fully considered the overall natural environ­
ment and the reproduction and thriving of 
aquatic organisms such as fish,” said Deng 
Xunfe, chairman of the Datengxia company. 

He said the company chose to not follow a 
proposal to build a high dam for the project, 
considering that such a dam would have had 
a significant adverse impact on the area’s 
natural environment

Launched in 2014, the project is a crucial 
part of the country’s water network to con­
trol floods, facilitate shipping, generate elec­
tricity, protide irrigation and enhance the 
water supply. Its main structure was com­
pleted in September.

The Datengxia Reservoir has significantly 
enhanced the floo d control capabili ty of the city 
of Wuzhou, an industrial hub in Guangxi. After 
flowing past Datengxia, the Qianjiangjoins the

takes to divert the water for this task has 
been reduced from seven to 10 days, to only 
two to three days.

According to Zhang, the construction of the 
Hongshui center was entirely funded by the 
Datengxia company. Its operating costs are 
covered by all 10 of the cascade hydropower 
plants along the Hongshui-Qianjiang, of 
which the Datengxia project is the farthest 
downstream, as well as the Changzhou hydro­
power' station just a dozen kilometers 
upstream of urban Wuzhou.

The center is the country’s first institute 
for aquatic ecology protection established by 
the government, participated in by enter­
prises, funded by stakeholder businesses and 
managed by a commission.

“The center is a pioneer in the country in 
regard to its management concept and oper­
ation,” he said.

The 11 hydropower plants provide 17 mil­
lion yuan ($2.4 million) annually to the cen­
ter, which has 20 permanent employees and 
is also supported by at least 10 workers from 
third-party sendee providers, he said.

Aside from its breeding department, the 
center also has teams dedicated to monitoring 
and conserving the river’s biological resources.

“In its short history, the center has already 
made some progress in biodiversity conser­
vation,” Zhang said.

He said, to date, the center has collected 
about 4,600 fish of rare species for protec­
tion, including spotted longbarbel catfish 
and white cloud mountain minnow, both of 
which are under second-class State protec­
tion, mdAcrossocheilus iridescens longipin- 
nis, a species of cyprinid fish.

Breakthroughs have been made in breed­
ing white cloud mountain minnow and 
Acrossocheilus iridescens longipinnis, with
200 and 10,500 hatched, respectively, he said. 

“We screen for species under threat first 
and then make them priorities of our breed­
ing efforts,” he said.

While tiie breeding technologies the cen­
ter develops will be shared with its member 
institutions, Zhang said the fish fry it culti­
vates will be freed into natural water bodies. 

The efforts aim to enrich populations of 
fish species and enhance fish biological 
diversity in the river basin, he said.

For the species tiiat are endangered and 
with a very limited population, the center 
will keep some live fish and also freeze their 
germ cells, he noted.

Spinoff of Datengxia hydropower facility ensures against negative 
environmental impacts on rare species

fish stocks in Guani
CF
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Yujiang River in urban Guiping, becomes the 
Xunjiang River, runs for more than 150 kilome­
ters and passes through Wuzhou.

The joint operation of the Datengxia Res­
ervoir and other reservoirs upstream will 
enable the city with a population of over 2.8 
million to withstand once-in-100-year floods. 
Previously, Wuzhou was only capable of cop­
ing with a once-in-50-year deluge.

Thanks to the project, the Qianjiang can 
accommodate ships of up to 3,000 metric 
tons, compared with only 300 tons before 
the project was completed, the company 
said.

Aside from addressing the threat of 
drought for 80,400 hectares of farmland, and 
w'ater shortage for almost 1.4 million people, 
the project can generate more than 6 billion 
kilowatt-hours of electricity annually, which 
is equivalent to negating the use of 2 million 
tons of standard coal, reducing emissions of 
carbon dioxide by 5 million tons.

Because of the Datengxia project’s huge 
store of water, it can release freslwater at a 
greater speed to combat saltwater intrusion 
in the Pearl River estuary, which threatens 
the w'ater supply in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. The time it
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annually from the Yujiang River to Nanning, 
Beihai, Qinzhou and Yulin in Guangxi.

About 404 million cubic meters of the 
diverted water will be used to meet domes­
tic demand, benefiting 14 million residents. 

With a total length of almost 492 kilome­
ters, the project will connect 12 rivers and 15 
reservoirs.

The project was launched following a 
decline in precipitation in Guangxi’s Bei­
bu Gulf region. The precipitation the 
region received in 2007, 2009, 2011 and 
2021, w'as remarkably less than the annual 
average.

From October 2022 to September, the 
rainfell in the region decreased by 60 per­
cent from tiie same period in normal years, 
and the amount of water that flowed into 
water courses in the region also went down 
by about 50 percent

“In Nanning, tiie capital of Guangxi, over
90 percent of water consumed in the city is
from the Yongjiang River, resulting in reli­
ance on a single water source. Meanw'hile, 
Qinzhou depends primarily on the Qinjiang
River for water. It has no adequate emergen­
cy backup capacity for water supply,” said 
Zhao Hui, an official with Guangxi’s depart­
ment of water resources.

The project wall diversify the water sources
for the two cities, enhancing the safety of their
water supply, he noted.

Thanks to the project, tiie region will no
longer have to obtain 154 million cubic m of
water every year from the Nanliu and Qin­
jiang rivers, and annually exploit 199 mil­
lion cubic m of groundwater, the
department said. This will help improve The massive water diversion project for the Beibu Gulf breaks ground in Hepu 
the aquatic environment in the region and county of Beihai, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, in September last year, 
maintain the local ecology. zhou hua / xinhua

Fish ladders
A team of over 20 has been hard at work 

since February, monitoring Datengxia’s two 
giant fish ladders to make sure that fish are 
migrating through them smoothly.

For nine months, the monitoring is being 
conducted weekly in six different ways, 
including implanting tracking tags, catch­
ing and releasing fish sample sets and video 
monitoring.

“In the case of big variations in water levels 
and flows, the monitoring will be further' 
intensified,” said Zhou Jiawei, deputy head of 
the Datengxia company’s monitoring 
department, adding that the efforts aim to 
figure out how these variations will affect the 
operation of the fish ladders.

According to Zhou, since the monitoring 
started about three years ago on the fish lad­
der that runs through the project’s auxiliary 
dam, 66 species of fish have been recorded.

While it’s hard to get an annual total, mon­
itors have found an increase in the number of 
fish tiiat manage to go through the ladder on 
an annual basis, he noted.

Stretching for 5.4 km, the fish ladder on the 
auxiliary dam is the country’s longest fish lad­
der that mimics the natural watercourse, 
according to the Datengxia company.

Dotted with artificial lakes and wetlands, 
the fish ladder has a lot of twists and turns 
with a large degree of variability in depth. It 
has two lanes, with one specifically designed 
for the flood season.

The velocity of water in the fish ladder, 
which can range from 0.35 to 1.2 cubic meters 
per second, and its depth are set based on the 
characteristics of the main species of fish in the 
river section and tests the company conducted 
on the swimming capabilities of these species. 

Zhou said tiie monitoring on tiie fish lad­
der of tiie main dam, which began in Sep­
tember, has so far recorded 30 fish species.

Huang Jun, chief engineer at the Dateng­
xia company, said it lowers the w'ater levels in 
the reservoir each year from April to Septem­
ber to create favorable conditions for fish to 
spawn upstream.

Fish that lay drifting eggs usually spawn 
from June to July. Aside from ensuring the 
spawning grounds of such fish are not inun­
dated, low water levels in the reservoir help 
create the hydrologic conditions suitable for 
them to spawm, he said.

Li Guoliang, head of operations manage­
ment at the Datengxia company’s fish conser­
vation center, said the company lias released 
12 million fish fry of 13 species, many of w'hich 
are bred by the company itself, into natural 
w'ater courses 18 times since 2020.

The company lias so far bred 15 species of 
fish, which cover most representative spe­
cies in the river basin, he noted.

The breeding and releasing operation has 
effectively enriched fish resources in the basin 
in terms of both quantity and variety, Li said. 

“According to our monitoring in the past 
three years, 66 species of fish have managed to 
pass through the fish ladders, and a gradual 
increase in variety has been observed. This has 
to some extent demonstrated that our efforts 
to breed and release fish and enhance fish con­
servation have yielded progress,” he said.
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An overhead view of the fish ladder along the Nanmu auxiliary dam of the Datengxia Gorge Water Conservancy Hydropower
Project in Guiping, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region. It is one of two fish ladders built along with the project, cao yiming / xinhua
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From left: Conservation workers recycle a cage net used to monitor the types and quantities of migrating fish in one of the two fish ladders at the Datengxia Gorge Water Conservancy Hydropower Project in Guiping, 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, in May last year, cao yiming / xinhua A worker checks the hatching of fish eggs at a stocking station at Datengxia in Guiping. yu jing / china news service Workers check the status of a 
rescued spotted longbarbel catfish at the Hongshui River Conservation Center for Rare Fish in May last year, cao yiming / xinhua
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Cultural benefits of tea celebrated at UN event

Scholar: West’s protectionism harms global economy
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By YIFANXU in Washington 
and YANG RAN in Beijing

countries are now working at all lev­
els in implementing the consensus 
reached at the San Francisco summit, 
“but the biggest problem is the strate­
gic perception of one another’! 

‘Washington has regarded China 
as a major competitor’ he said. 

“If this perception is not funda­
mentally corrected, the US will 
remain self-contradictory on many 
specific issues, including those related 
to its strategies.

“Sino-US relations are still in a long­
term, arduous phase of complexity” 

The first intergovernmental dia­
logue between China and the US 
is a positive sign for collaboration 
between the two leading countries 
in artificial intelligence, experts say, 
which has established a new plat­
form to draw on each other’s gover­
nance experiences and contribute to 
global Al regulation.

“By the time you take the tea, you 
really feel that way, you’re calming 
down. It was veiy nice.”

It was the first time the ambas­
sador had witnessed the tea-prep­
aration process, which he said was 
“very special”

“The single act of preparing a 
cup of tea can be an act of kindness, 
care and connection in the way of 
the sharing of content and con­
cepts,” said Li Junhua, UN under- 
secretary-general for economic and 
social affairs. He also emphasized 
the tea industry’s role in job cre­
ation, empowering women and 
improving social conditions.

The annual global tea produc­
tion has exceeded $18 billion, and 
the trade volume has reached $9.8 
billion. It is an important source of 
income for low-income and emerg­
ing economies, Li said.

Xu Haoliang, UN under-secre- 
tary-general and associate admin­
istrator of the UN Development 
Programme, along with perma­
nent representatives and deputy 
representatives from more than 
50 countries, including Pakistan, 
France, Switzerland, Austria, Indo­
nesia, Kuw'ait, Ethiopia, Guyana, 
and Morocco, participated in the 
event.

During the event, guests attend­
ed tea ceremonies, along with 
paper cutting, dough modeling 
and shadow puppet performances 
and participated in a virtual reality 
experience of traveling through the 
tea mountains of Xinyang.

to their homelands, relying more on 
outsourcing to trustworthy allies. 

“This has posed greater challeng­
es to developing countries, espe­
cially the less developed ones, and 
has been holding back efforts that 
serve globalization, such as the Belt 
and Road Initiative.”

He said the trend of fragmenta­
tion is likely to persist in the short 
term, as “Western countries such 
as the United States still prefer bas­
ing their economic development on 
major countries’ competition”

Speaking about the increasing­
ly bloc-based security landscape, 
Yang warned Western countries 
against building their “arsenal of 
democracies”.

China’s neighborhood has 
seen a buildup of US-led trilat­
eral alliances or similar arrange­
ments, such as the ones among 
the US, Japan and South Korea, 
and among the US, Japan and the 
Philippines, he said, adding that 
the AUKUS bloc is also expanding 
its reach in military science and 
technology sectors.

“What is taking shape is a US- 
led bloc that is based on a wader 
range of areas and sectors, and is 
more live combat oriented. The 
military industries’ share in the 
Western economy is on the rise, 
and the negative effect on the 
world is gradually unfolding.”

Contact the writers at yifanxu@
chinadailyusa.com.

Implementing consensus
When asked about China- 

US relations, Yang said the two

Both sides labeled the meeting 
“constructive” after talks in Geneva, 
Switzerland, on May 14.

Sourabh Gupta, a senior fellow 
at the Institute for China-American 
Studies in Washington, said there 
was a genuine sense of “constructive­
ness” at the Al meeting, “given that 
it opened a channel for communica­
tion on an issue that will require a 
degree of cooperation and coordina­
tion from both sides for a long time 
and given its importance”

“Al is not going away anywhere,” 
Gupta said, adding it is “ground 
enough” to label the meeting as “con­
structive” as the two sides were able 
to take a preliminary step in estab­
lishing a framework for dialogue.

Zhu Rongsheng, an expert from 
Tsinghua University’s Center for 
International Security and Strategy, 
said that in an era of rising geopo­
litical competition, it is a significant 
step for the two leading Al powers 
to sit down and discuss global Al 
governance.

“This new dialogue mechanism 
not only meets the international 
community’s urgent call for Al 
governance but also showcases the 
responsible roles both nations can 
play” Zhu said.

“Al-related technologies like deep­
fakes and misinformation have 
shown their global impact. By col­
laborating, the US and China can 
enhance their regulatory frame­
works to protect their citizens and 
offer guidance to other countries.”

Responsible role
It is hoped the United States can 

work with China in this field to play 
a responsible role as major powers,

interaction and facilitates conver­
sation, providing opportunities 
for people to come together and 
fosters inclusivity within the com­
munity, Pieris said.

Sharing a cup of tea encourages 
egalitarianism, cultural exchange 
and mutual learning. Tea drinking 
can be an educational experience 
where participants learn about dif­
ferent traditions and rituals.

Tea also reduces stress, promotes 
relaxation and serves as a symbol 
of hospitality and respect, he con­
tinued. Unlike coffee, tea gather­
ings offer a setting conducive to 
resolving conflicts and strengthen­
ing community bonds, contribut­
ing to a shared sense of identity, 
Pieris said.

“You see in Chinese culture, 
in the spring, the jasmine tea is 
the best. In summer, we drink 
green tea. In autumn and winter, 
we drink black tea,” Dai told UN 
employees as they were trying the 
tea at the event

A whole process of preparing 
a cup of tea includes boiling the 
water, warming the teapot and cup, 
measuring the tea, pouring the 
water and steeping the tea, remov­
ing the tea leaves and serving.

Ernest Rwamucyo, Rwanda’s 
permanent representative to the 
UN, described his whole tea drink­
ing experience as “fabulous”

The tea feels soothing, and espe­
cially “the process of making the 
tea, the art, preparing the tea is just 
so enchanting,” he told China Daily.

Mechanism offers platform for China, 
US to contribute to global regulation

The US-led West is building pro­
tectionist “walls” one after another 
across the world, causing great 
damage to the global economy, a 
Chinese strategic scholar has said. 

“More importantly, developing 
countries and emerging econo­
mies, as a result, have suffered great 
impact on their own development 
paths,” said Yang Mingjie, president 
of China Institutes of Contemporary 
International Relations.

In an interview with China Daily, 
Yang expressed concerns over the 
West’s roles that are giving rise to 
fragmentation of the international 
economic landscape, making global 
security increasingly bloc-based and 
widening disparity in science and 
technology sectors.

Hence, the steady recovery of 
emerging market countries after 
the COVID-19 pandemic “has seen 
negative impact by the developed 
countries, adding to their hardship 
in the recovery process” he said.

Citing BRICS as an example, he 
said some Western countries had 
stepped up efforts to contain the 
grouping as “they view the devel­
opment of BRICS countries as a 
challenge to their global economic 
hegemony”.

Noting the buzzword “geopoliti­
cal distance” he said some major 
economies have begun shortening 
the distance of their own supply 
chain and taking businesses back 

By MINLU ZHANG
at the United Nations 

mtntuzhang@chinadaUyusa.com

jointly establishing rules to protect 
the interests of the global major­
ity, said Zhu, who is also a senior 
researcher at Meta-Strategy Insti­
tute, a think tank in Beijing.

Gupta said: “There’s value in all 
the big players in the system com­
ing and proposing common rules by 
which Al is regulated at the inter­
national level. And so that’s also a 
useful area of dialogue within the 
framework of this conversation.”

In the context of current China-US 
relations featuring a mix of compe­
tition and cooperation, this inter­
governmental dialogue mechanism 
opens new communication channels 
that help both sides clearly express 
their Al-related security concerns 
and development goals, reducing 
misunderstandings and strategic 
misjudgments, Zhu said.

However, the US’ suppression and 
containment of China regarding Al 
have increased the difficulties in 
bilateral dialogue in this field, he 
said.

On May 8, a bipartisan group of 
members from the US House of Rep­
resentatives unveiled the Enhancing 
National Frameworks for Overseas 
Restriction of Critical Exports Act, 
which seeks to restrict the export 
of US Al systems to prevent “for­
eign rivalries” from using US Al 
technology.

SAN FRANCISCO
235 Montgomery Street, Suite 900, San Francisco,
CA 94104
Tel: 415-348-8288 
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UN officials and representatives from various countries taste tea at an International Tea Day event on Tuesday at the UN headquarters in New 
York. MINLUZHANG/CHINA DAILY

A Chinese envoy to the United 
Nations said that tea is a driv­
ing force for economic and social 
development, as it helps eliminate 
poverty, improve health and liv­
ing standards, promote urban and 
rural development and enhance 
women’s empowerment.

“Tea is a vivid embodiment of the 
harmonious coexistence between 
humans and nature. Tea fields not 
only bring the joy of harvest to tea 
formers but also form a sustain­
able ecological cycle by sequester­
ing carbon, producing oxygen and 
conserving water and soil, perfectly 
interpreting the sustainable devel­
opment concept of ‘lucid waters 
and lush mountains are invalu­
able assets,”’ said Dai Bing, China’s 
deputy permanent representative 
to the UN.

He gave the speech at an Inter­
national Tea Day event on Tuesday, 
organized by China’s Mission to the 
UN and the Xinyang Municipal 
Government of Henan province, 
at UN headquarters in New York. 

Since 2005, tea-producing coun­
tries, including China, Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Uganda and 
others, have celebrated Interna­
tional Tea Day. The UN General 
Assembly selected May 21 as Inter­
national Tea Day in 2019.

“Tea is a messenger that 
promotes exchanges between

Yang Mingjie, 
president of China Institutes of
Contemporary International
Relations in Beijing 

civilizations among various coun­
tries. For thousands of years, tea 
has traveled along the Silk Road 
and sea lanes to thousands of 
households in different countries, 
creating cultural connections,” said 
Dai.

“We hope that everyone can feel 
the charm of tea and share the story 
of tea through tea appreciation and 
tea tasting, so that tea can become 
a link to enhance communication 
and friendship, help implement 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, and jointly draw a 
beautiful picture of a community 
with a shared future for mankind,” 
he said.

Sri Lanka, famous for its Ceylon 
tea, has a history of 300 years of 
tea drinking, said Mohan Pieris, Sri 
Lanka’s permanent representative 
to the UN. He added that the tea 
history goes much further back in 
China, when Emperor Shennong 
accidentally discovered tea when 
leaves from a tree blew into his 
boiling water.

International Tea Day aims to 
“raise awareness about the impact 
of tea on workers and growers” 
“promoting fair trade and sustain­
able practices within the industry”, 
said Pieris, noting that tea has a 
long history and significant cul­
tural and economic importance 
worldwide. He emphasized that tea 
plays a vital role in rural develop­
ment, poverty reduction, and food 
security in developing countries. 

Drinking tea promotes social 

As an expert on the Taiwan ques­
tion, Yang had previously served as 
director of the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences’ Institute of Taiwan 
Studies.

“There are always some people or 
groups in the US seeking to exploit 
the Taiwan question to contain and 
bargain with China,” he said. “What 
will China do? We will not make 
concessions on the bottom line or 
the redline.”

Despite the current turbulent 
cross-Strait relations, China is 
maintaining its strategic determi­
nation and the ties have shown 
some positive signs, he said about 
the recent policy dividends released 
by the Chinese mainland to the 
island, and increasing cultural 
exchanges.

While the majority across the 
Strait calls for dialogue and integra­
tion, the Democratic Progressive 
Party constantly creates obstacles 
and stirs up new troubles, he said. 

Recently, the US publicly dis­
torted the landmark Resolution 
2758 adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly in 1971 on the 
one-China principle, claiming the 
resolution does not preclude Tai­
wan’s participation in the UN sys­
tem and other multilateral forums, 
he said.

“The one-China principle is a 
universal consensus,” Yang said. 
“There is little support from the 
international community to hol­
lowing out or misinterpreting the 
resolution.”
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This new dialogue 
mechanism not 
only meets the 
international 
community’s urgent 
call for Al governance 
but also showcases 
the responsible roles 
both nations can 
play.”
Zhu Rongsheng of Tsinghua 
University’s Center for 
International Security and 
Strategy

Washington 
has regarded
China as a 
major competitor... If 
this perception is not 
fundamentally 
corrected, the US will 
remain self­
contradictory on 
many specific issues, 
including those 
related to its 
strategies.”
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Restricting exports
It also aims to restrict the export 

of the systems to foreign competi­
tors and authorizes the US Depart­
ment of Commerce to prohibit US 
people from working with foreigners 
to develop Al systems that allegedly 
pose a risk to US national security.

The act defines an Al system as 
“any software or hardware imple­
mentation of artificial intelligence, 
including artificial intelligence 
model weights and any numerical 
parameters associated with the Al 
implementation”

The previous gradual tightening 
of US restrictions on advanced chips 
and the consideration of licensing US 
cloud computing companies to pro­
vide advanced Al computing power to 
foreign customers — especially those 
in China — are measures to escalate 
export controls in Al.

Such actions are intended to “raise 
the fences” Gupta said.

Zhu said: “The US approach is like 
‘cutting off your nose to spite your 
face’.

“It might also be impractical 
because Al system encompasses mul­
tiple facets such as hardware, soft­
ware and data. Banning software, in 
particular, is especially challenging. 

“If the US continues to contain 
China in this manner, it risks los­
ing potential users and partners for 
American Al products and services 
in China. This would not only hin­
der short-term profits but also pose 
potential long-term losses for the 
US.”
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Palestinians evacuate Kamal Adwan Hospital following an Israeli strike, amid the ongoing conflict 
between Israel and Hamas, in Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip, on Tuesday, osama abu rabee / Reuters

Zhou Jin in Beijing and agencies
contributed to this story.
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ations committees halted the hear­
ings at least six times while Blinken 
was delivering his opening state­
ments, as demonstrators stood up to 
shout their opposition to the admin­
istration’s position and accused him 
of being a “war criminal” and being 
responsible for a “genocide” against 
the Palestinian people.

Several silent protesters held up 
their hands, stained with red paint 
or dye, behind Blinken during his 
appearances.

In his remarks and response to 
questions from senators, Blinken 
followed Biden and other adminis­
tration officials in condemning the 
International Criminal Court’s pros­
ecutor for seeking arrest warrants 
against Netanyahu and Israeli 
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant over

Minister Rishi Sunak, the Seoul 
Declaration for safe, innovative 
and inclusive Al was adopted by 
Australia, Canada, the European 
Union, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, South Korea, Singapore, the 
United Kingdom, and the United 
States.

The accusation made by the 
United States of China’s “overca­
pacity” in the new energy sector 
is a “complete deviation from 
facts” China said, slamming the 
US for practicing protectionism. 

“China’s capacity in the new 
energy industry is an advanced 
capacity urgently needed by the 
green transition of the world econ­
omy. It’s not overcapacity’ Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Wang Wen- 
bin said on Wednesday.

Wang made the comments at 
a regular news conference, dis­
missing US Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen’s remarks.

Yellen said in Germany on 
TUesday that China’s industrial 
capacity is ‘leading to production 
that significantly exceeds global 
demand in key sectors, including 
electric vehicles, lithium-ion bat­
teries and solar1; and that this will 
be a focus on the Group of Seven 
meetings in Italy this week.

In response, Wang said the US 
accusation is protectionist in

WASHINGTON - In wide-ran­
ging testimony before the Senate 
on TUesday, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken denounced the 
chief prosecutor of the world’s top 
war crimes court for seeking the 
arrest of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

He also said that despite offering 
condolences for the death of Iran’s 
president, it did not change that 
leader’s history of repression.

Speaking to senators about Presi­
dent Joe Biden administration’s for­
eign affairs budget proposal, 
Blinken was repeatedly interrupted 
by protesters condemning US policy 
toward its ally Israel and its fighting 
against Hamas in Gaza.

The chairmen of the Senate For­
eign Relations and Senate Appropri- 

By WANG QINGYUN
wangqingyun@chinadaily.comm

’ *

cease-fire to end the unprecedented 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and 
return to the right track of political 
settlement to the Palestinian issue 
based on the two-state solution as 
soon as possible, Wang said.

China will continue to work with 
the international community to play 
a constructive role to put an early 
end to the Palestine-Israel conflict 
and bring a comprehensive, just and 
enduring solution to the Palestinian 
issue, he said.

Israel’s unrelenting attacks in Gaza 
have forced the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refu­
gees in the Near East, or UNRWA, to 
suspend food distribution in Rafah, 
as other agencies warned of a lack of 
urgent medical supplies.

Dozens of countries and compa­
nies made new commitments at an 
Al summit in Seoul on Al safety, 
innovation and inclusivity.

Co-hosted by South Korea and 
the United Kingdom, the two-day 
Al Seoul Summit ended on 
Wednesday, with a virtual leaders’ 
session held on day one and an 
in-person ministers’ session on the 
second day. It was a follow-up of 
the inaugural Al Safety Summit 

If overcapacity means an 
increase in exports, “don’t the 
large annual exports of soy­
beans, planes and natural gas by 
the US constitute overcapacity?” 
he said.

actions taken during their seven- 
month conflict in Gaza.

Blinken repeated the position 
that the tribunal, which Israel and 
the United States do not recognize, 
does not have jurisdiction and that 
it was “extremely wrongheaded” for 
the prosecutor to equate the Israeli 
officials with the Hamas leaders 
that he is also seeking to indict.

Senate Republicans have threat­
ened sanctions against ICC person­
nel over the decision, but the 
administration has not yet taken a 
stand. Blinken, however, said the 
administration would work with 
lawmakers to come up with an 
appropriate response, should one be 
needed.

The recognition of the state of 
Palestine by more European coun­
tries points to wider support for a 
two-state solution to the Middle 
East crisis, though Israel, in defi­
ance, continues to block aid to peo­
ple in Gaza while continuing its 
bombings.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro San­
chez said on Wednesday that Spain 
will recognize Palestinian statehood, 
Xinhua News Agency reported.

On the same day, Norwegian 
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store and 
Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris 
also said their respective countries 
“will recognize a Palestinian state”

The Palestinian Ministry of For­
eign Affairs and Expatriates wel­
comed Norway, Spain and Ireland’s 
recognition of the state of Palestine, 
WAFA News Agency reported.

In a statement, it said that with 
this “important step”, these coun­
tries “once again showed their firm 
commitment to the two-state solu­
tion and achieving long-awaited jus­
tice for the Palestinian people”

It also stressed that the recogni­
tions “come in line with internation­
al law and all relevant United 
Nations resolutions” which, in turn, 

“will contribute positively to all 
international efforts aimed at end­
ing the illegal Israeli occupation and 
achieving peace and stability in the 
region”.

Israel said immediately that it was 
recalling its envoys to Dublin, Oslo 
and Madrid for “urgent consulta­
tions” and also summoned the three 
European ambassadors for a rebuke. 

Foreign Minister Israel Katz 
charged that “the twisted step of 
these countries is an injustice to the 
memory of the 7/10 victims”

“They decided to award a gold 
medal to the murderers and rapists 
of Hamas.”

Meanwhile, the Palestinian death 
toll from Israel’s military operation in 
the Gaza Strip has surpassed 35,000 
while injuring more than 79,000 
since the deadly Hamas attack on Oct 
7 that left more than 1,200 Israelis 
dead and about 200 others held hos­
tage, health authorities in the Pales­
tinian enclave said on Monday.

China always firmly supports the 
just cause of the Palestinian people 
in restoring their legitimate nation­
al rights, supports the two-state 
solution and is one of the first coun­
tries to recognize the state of Pales­
tine, Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Wang Wenbin said on Wednesday. 

China called for an immediate

sengers and 12 crew members on 
the relief flight from Bangkok, 
which reached Singapore just 
before 5 am. There were 211 passen­
gers, including many Australians, 
British and Singaporeans, and 18 
crew members onboard the origi­
nal flight. The injured and their 
families remained in Bangkok.

Kittipong Kittikachorn, general 
manager of Suvarnabhumi Airport, 
said on Tuesday that seven people 
were critically injured.

“On behalf of Singapore Airlines, 
I would like to express my deepest 
condolences to the family and 
loved ones of the deceased,” Singa­
pore Airlines CEO Goh Choon 
Phong said in a video message.

Officers from Singapore’s Trans­

hosted by the UK at Bletchley Park 
last November.

Addressing the summit, United 
Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said Al systems are still 
being deployed with little oversight 
or accountability.

“Let us build innovative and 
inclusive global governance tools of 
Al — with human rights, human 
dignity, and human agency front 
and center,” he said.

During the leaders’ session 
co-chaired by South Korean Presi­
dent Yoon Suk-yeol and UK Prime

port Safety Investigation Bureau 
arrived in Bangkok on TUesday 
night, Singapore’s Transport Minis­
ter Chee Hong Tat said.

As the incident involves a US 
company, Boeing, which makes 
the 777-300ER aircraft, the US 
National Transportation Safety 
Board would be sending an 
accredited representative and 
four technical advisers to support 
the investigation, he said.

The plane encountered sudden 
extreme turbulence, Goh said, and 
the pilot then declared a medical 
emergency and diverted to Bangkok. 

Aircraft tracking provider Flight­
radar 24 said the flight encoun­
tered “a rapid change in vertical 
rate, consistent with a sudden tur­
bulence event”, based on flight 
tracking data.

Israel’s Coordination of Govern­
ment Activities in the Territories, or 
COGAT, which implements the gov­
ernment’s civilian policy within the 
territories of Judea and Samaria 
and also regarding the Gaza Strip, 
contested the UNRWAs claims.

COGAT said on its X account 
that 14 trucks of aid were trans­
ferred into Gaza and more than 
569 metric tons of humanitarian 
assistance has been delivered to 
Gaza for further distribution by 
humanitarian partners.

Food supply is not the only issue 
plaguing Gaza. World Health Orga­
nization Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus appealed to 
Israel on TUesday to lift the blockade 
on medical supplies into Gaza, say­
ing approximately 700 seriously ill 
patients were stuck in a “war zone”

Chinese Al company' Zhipu Al, 
together with 15 companies from 
the US, the Middle East and 
Europe, have agreed to the Fron­
tier Al Safety Commitments to 
develop Al safely.

“For Al technology to be used 
inclusively to solve global challen­
ges in various fields for humanity 
rather than being subordinated to 
a few organizations and compa­
nies, the technology must be 
shared and distributed equitably,” 
Yang Yoon-seok, an assistant pro­
fessor of computer science at the

Lack of supplies
In a post on X on TUesday, the 

UNRWA blamed the ongoing mili­
tary operation in eastern Rafah for

“I saw people from across the 
aisle going completely horizontal, 
hitting the ceiling and landing 
backdown, in, like really awkward 
positions. People, like, getting 
massive gashes in the head, con­
cussions,” Dzafran Azmir, a 
28-year-old student onboard the 
flight, told Reuters after' arriving 
in Singapore.

Photographs from the interior of 
the plane showed gashes in the 
overhead cabin panels, oxygen 
masks and panels hanging from 
the ceiling and luggage strewn 
around. A passenger said some 
people’s heads had slammed into 
the lights above the seats and bro­
ken the panels.

Singapore Airlines took 131 pas-

4

SINGAPORE — More than 140 
passengers and crew members 
from a Singapore Airlines flight 
hit by heavy turbulence that left 
dozens injured and one dead 
finally reached Singapore on a 
relief flight on Wednesday morn­
ing after an emergency landing in 
Bangkok.

The scheduled London-Singapo­
re Flight 321 on a Boeing 777-300ER 
plane diverted to Bangkok after the 
plane was buffeted by turbulence 
that flung passengers and crew 
around the cabin, slamming some 
into the ceiling.

A 73-year-old British passenger 
died of a suspected heart attack, 
and at least 30 people were 
injured.
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A protester with red stained hands holds up banners saying “War 
Criminal" as US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks in
Washington, DC, on Tuesday, celal gunes / getty images

State University of New York, 
Korea, said.

Yang told China Daily that Al 
can bring safety and ethical risks, 
the unequal distribution of devel­
opment profits, and the potential 
misuse of war weapons, while also 
hoping that Al can improve 
human lives and solve global 
problems.

“These issues require stakehold­
ers to come together and jointly 
discuss the commitment to devel­
op balanced, fair, effective and con­
trollable governance policies,” Yang 
said.

A spokesperson for the Pacific 
Basin Economic Council in Hong 
Kong told China Daily that the 

Israel recalls envoys to Spain, Norway and 
Ireland as UNRWA suspends aid in Rafah

Residents fill their containers with drinking water from a municipal 
tanker on a hot summer day in New Delhi. India, on Tuesday. A red 
alert was issued for many states of India as heat wave conditions are 
most likely to prevail in the next five days, according to the Indian 
Meteorological Department on Wednesday, adnan abidi / Reuters

Setting up barriers
The US is trying to coerce G7 

member countries into setting 
up barriers against China’s new 
energy products under the pre­
text of “overcapacity; Wang said. 

“This goes against the trend of 
openness and win-win coopera­
tion, not only harming the inter­
ests of consumers in related 
countries, but also disrupting 
and undermining the global 
green transition,” the spokes­
man said.

Wang called on the US to 
abandon protectionism to better 
address climate change.

The US should not ask China 
to take on more responsibility to 
respond to climate change on 
the one hand, while engaging in 
protectionism and stopping the 
world from benefiting from Chi­
na’s green products on the other, 
he said.

The growth of China’s new 
energy sector is a result of its 
companies’ technological 
development and open compe­
tition, Wang said, adding that 
China hopes to deepen supply 
chain cooperation with all oth­
er countries.

“We hope all countries will 
stick to open cooperation and 
reject protectionism,” he said.

£1

Ripple effect
Noting the emergence of “genera­

tive Al” such as ChatGPT, Yoon said 
the rapid development of the tech­
nology will have a huge ripple effect 
on human society.
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China slams
US claims of

organization supports the commit­
ments of leading global Al compa­
nies at the event, as it is an 
excellent starting point to build 
further trust between the private 
and public sectors.

“In the absence of suitable cross- 
border multilaterally agreed regu­
lation ... these voluntary 
commitments are an interim solu­
tion along the path in getting there,” 
the spokesperson said.

However, there were also doubts 
as the Seoul event saw fewer partici­
pating countries than the Al Safety 
Summit in the UK. Major tech com­
panies such as Tesla and OpenAI 
did not send their CEOs to attend 
the meeting.

the insecurity there, the lack of sup­
plies, and making its distribution 
center and warehouse “inaccessi­
ble” amid the continued displace­
ment of people from the city. 

“The Israeli ground offensive con­
tinues to expand, particularly in the 
southern regions of Gaza City and 
eastern Rafah, notably around the 
Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) 
and Rafah crossing,” the UNRWA 
said in its latest situation report.

It noted that most UNRWA shelters 
in Rafah “have been vacated, with 
internally displaced people moving to 
Khan Younis and Deir Al Balah”

The report said overall displace­
ment numbers correlate with 
UNRWA registration figures in the 
new locations. For example, nearly 
150,000 people have registered for 
essential services with the 
UNRWA in Khan Younis alone in 
the last 10 days, according to the 
UNRWA.
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An employee works at a chip maker in Huaian, Jiangsu province, zhao qirui / for china daily

More proactive reforms
to invigorate growth
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Solar products made in SE Asia targeted
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ed either from Southeast Asia or 
China. Its upstream industrial chain 
is relatively weak and is seeking new 
producers from countries such as 
Mexico and India. The investigation 
and tariffs are more of a method to 
win more time,” Lin said.

A majority of economies globally 
are offering financial support to 
solar companies at an early stage of 
development — and the US is no 
exception in this context.

Last year, the US Department of 
Commerce claimed certain Chi­
nese producers were shipping their 
solar products through Cambodia, 
Malaysia, Thailand and Viet­
nam for minor processing in an 
attempt to avoid paying antidump­
ing and countervailing duties.

“Chinese photovoltaic companies 
have significantly expanded interna­
tionally in recent years. Through 
joint ventures, they produce related 
products in Southeast Asian coun­
tries. If tariffs are imposed, die cost of 
these products entering the US mar­
ket would increase. The move will 
not only affect Chinese companies 
but also hurt local firms and interna­
tional joint ventures in the area that 
also export solar products to the US," 
said Zhou Mi, a senior researcher at 
the Chinese Academy of Internation­
al Trade and Economic Cooperation.

Tech innovation 
and industrial 
transformation to 
be major focus

Solar products made by Chinese 
companies’ overseas units or joint 
ventures are the target of a new 
round of US investigation into allega­
tions that imports from Cambodia, 
Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam are 
unfctirly subsidized and priced low.

Several US solar product makers 
formally sought the probe last 
month, stating tariffs are needed for 
imports of such goods. Given that 
Chinese solar companies are increas­
ingly setting up production facilities 
in Southeast Asia, experts said the 
probe is targeting Chinese imports in 
response to petitions of US manufac­
turers who are reportedly struggling 
from fiercer market competition.

However, as China is diversifying 
its exports and the US’ solar industry 
is heavily relying on imports from 
Southeast Asia, any potential tariffs 
will hurt the consumers of such 
products in the United States more 
than the producers. The burden of 
such tariffs will likely pass on to US 
solar project developers as well as 
consumers at large, experts said.

“China’s PV (photovoltaic) indus­
try has a significant advantage in 
technology, prices and (after-sales) 
sendee, thanks to years of large-scale 

Competition in China’s artifi­
cial intelligence-powered large 
language model sector is intensi­
fying as leading Chinese tech 
companies have announced 
drastic price reductions on 
major LLM products, leading to 
a growing price war, industry 
experts said.

They added the application of 
generative Al is expected to see 
speedy growth along with techno­
logical advances in LLMs. They 
highlighted that the new round of 
price cuts will accelerate the com­
mercial use and popularization of 
Al technology, as well as bolster 
and upgrade industrial develop­
ment.

Alibaba Cloud, the cloud com­
puting unit of Alibaba Group 
Holding Ltd, announced on Tues­
day a price reduction of 97 percent 
on its Qwen-Long LLM, which is 
equivalent to the performance of 
US company OpenAI’s GPT-4 
model.

The model, which supports up 
to 10 million tokens of long text 
input, now only costs about one- 
400th of the GPT-4 price. A token 
is the smallest unit into which text 
data can be broken down for an Al 
model to process.

The steep price cuts cover nine 
of Alibaba’s self-developed LLMs 
known as Tongyi Qianwen. Liu 
Weiguang, president of public 
cloud business at Alibaba Cloud 
Intelligence, said the purpose of 
slashing prices this time is to 
speed up the application of Al 
models in the domestic market

Hours after Alibaba Cloud’s 
announcement, Chinese tech 
heavyweight Baidu Inc said its 
LLMs — including Ernie Speed 
and Ernie Lite, both launched ear­
lier this year — are now available 
free of charge for all enterprise 
users. Last week, ByteDance 
announced that the main model of 
its Doubao LLMs will be priced 
99.3 percent lower than the indus­
try average for business users.

Chinese Al firm iFlytek said on 
Wednesday some versions of its 
SparkDesk LLM are free, or five 
times cheaper than similar prod­
ucts from competitors. Tencent 
Holdings also announced price 
cuts on its Hunyuan LLMs, and 
the Hunyuan-lite model is availa­
ble for free from Wednesday.

Chinese LLM companies have 
already made great progress in 
optimizing algorithms and 
improving computing power, 
and are able to provide AI-pow- 
ered LLM services at a lower 
cost, said Wang Peng, a

development and technological iter­
ations. The US competitors are wor­
ried that China’s PV industry will 
quickly dominate the global market, 
leaving little space for them,” said 
Lin Boqiang, the head of the China 
Institute for Studies in Energy Policy 
at Xiamen University.

“Southeast Asia is a major source 
of imports for the US. If tariffs are 
imposed, they would hurt the US 
more as developers of solar pro­
jects as well as consumers may face 
higher payments on electricity 
amid US’ decarbonization of its 
power sector,” Lin said.

In 2023, the top three countries 
from which the US imported PV 
cells were Malaysia ($320 million), 
South Korea ($130 million) and 
Vietnam ($90 million). Imports 
from Southeast Asian countries 
totaled $460 million, accounting 
for 70 percent of the total US 
imports of PV cells, data from the 
China Chamber of Commerce for 
Import and Export of Machinery 
and Electric Products showed.

In 2023, PV module imports into 
the US from Southeast Asian coun­
tries were worth $12.51 billion, 
making up 82.7 percent of the total 
import value.

“It’s hard for the US to find any 
substitutes to solar products import­

ing support for basic research and 
making breakthroughs in key tech­
nologies, along with reforms in 
incentive mechanisms.”

On the industrial transforma­
tion side, he said reforms may 
involve upgrading traditional 
industries, supporting emerging 
sectors as well as developing the 
digital economy, intelligent manu­
facturing and green economy. Liu 
added that fiscal system reforms 
may focus on optimizing the tax 
system, reducing burdens on enter­
prises, optimizing the expenditure 
structure, promoting fairness and 
enhancing market vitality.

His views were echoed by Liu 
Xueyan, director of the Macroeco­
nomic Situation Research Office at 
the Chinese Academy of Macroeco­
nomic Research, who said the July 
meeting will focus on reforms in 
fields like advancing Chinese mod­
ernization, boosting the digital 
economy and fostering new quality 
productive forces.

She said key topics may also 
include boosting the development 
of the private sector, building a uni­
fied national market, and enhanc­
ing financial system reforms and 
reforms related to expanding open­
ing-up.

Looking ahead, Wang Peng, a 
researcher at the Beijing Academy 
of Social Sciences, said more efforts 
should be made to cultivate new 
qualify productive forces and opti­
mize the business environment.

“It is advisable for the govern­
ment to increase financial support, 
offer tax incentives to enhance tech­
nological innovation and promote 
industrial upgrading,” Wang said.

Coca-Cola bottler
starts work on plant
The construction of a new factory 
of Swire Coca-Cola Ltd, a bottler of 
Coca-Cola, with an investment of 
1.25 billion yuan ($175.89 million), 
started Tuesday in South China’s 
economic powerhouse province of 
Guangdong. Covering an area of 
some 128,000 square meters, the 
company’s new factory will boast 
11 new beverage production lines, 
multi-tier warehouses and sup­
porting facilities, with an expected 
increase in annual production 
capacity of about 66 percent com­
pared to the current level of the 

E-tail sales up 11.5% in 
January-April period
China’s online retail sales saw 
steady expansion in the first four 
months, with emerging growth 
forces continuing to boost con­
sumption, official data showed on 
Tuesday. The country’s online 
retail sales rose 115 percent year- 
on-year to 4.41 trillion yuan 
($620.52 billion) during the peri­
od, according to the Ministry of 
Commerce.

X
The claim that high volumes of 

exports by China’s new energy 
industries indicate overcapacity is 
baseless and goes against both com­
mon sense and the available evi­
dence, said Chinese government 
officials and market watchers.

Dismissing some Western coun­
tries’ “China overcapacity” narrative, 
Ding Weishun, deputy director of 
the department of policy research at 
the Ministry of Commerce, said that 
global trade develops from different 
nations’ comparative industrial 
advantages, shaped by factors like 
resource endowment, technological 
accumulation and development tra­
jectories.

According to market economic 
principles, in the context of economic 
globalization, supply and demand 
issues should be considered globally 
rather than solely within one country, 
said Ding. The modem global econo­
my has various local economies inter­
twined to form an indivisible whole 
where production and consumption 
are global, requiring supply and 
demand to match and adjustments 
on a worldwide scale, he said.

For instance, developed countries 
such as the United States, Germany 
and Japan have long exported a large 
share of their products worldwide. 
About 80 percent of US-made chips 
are exported, 50 percent of Japanese 
cars are sold overseas, and nearly 80 
percent of Germany’s auto output is 
shipped to foreign markets, data from 
the Commerce Ministry showed. In 
contrast, China’s new' energy vehicle 
exports constituted only about 12.7 
percentof its total production in 2023. 

According to research by the Par­
is-headquartered International 
Energy Agency, to achieve carbon 
neutrality goals, annual global sales 
of new energy vehicles need to reach 
about 45 million units by 2030. This 
is more than three times the global 
sales in 2023, far exceeding the cur­
rent global supply capacity.

Liu Qian, associate dean of the 
Emerging Markets Institute, Beijing 
Normal University, said that from a 
global market perspective, confin­
ing the balance of supply and 
demand within a single country 
undermines the principles of eco­
nomic globalization.

Equating a country’s export of 
advantageous products to “overca­
pacity” essentially denies the objec­
tivity of comparative advantages 
and the rationality of international 
division of labor, said Liu.

Similar views were expressed by 
Chen Wenling, chief economist at 
the Beijing-based China Center for 
International Economic Exchanges. 
“Currently, there is no universally 
accepted standard or method for 
assessing ‘overcapacity’ among 
countries worldwide.”

Chen said that measuring overca­
pacity should not be simply based on 
capacity utilization rates. It requires 
considering a variety of factors 
including the characteristics of the 
industry, market cycles, product pri­
ces, corporate profitability and 
growth potential, as well as a compre­
hensive analysis that includes both 
domestic and international markets. 

Noting the advancement of Chi­
nese electric vehicles and their pop­
ularity in many Arab countries, 
Ahmed Fahmy, head of the League 
of Arab States’ China representative 
office, said the production capacity 
is determined by market demand 
and free trade is essential.

As global production capacity is 
currently insufficient to meet the 
needs of economic recovery, the 
“China overcapacity” narrative is 
overly exaggerated, he said.

Zhao Feng, president of SAIC 
Motor-CP Co Ltd, a joint venture 
founded by Chinese automaker SAIC 
Motor Corp and Thailand’s CP Group, 
said the company will produce 12,000 
electric vehicles in its factory in Chon- 
buii province, Thailand, this year. 

“These moves have brought com­
petition in the Southeast Asian 
country, giving Thai consumers 
more choices,” said Zhao, adding the 
local job market and the EV indus­
try chain can also be boosted by Chi­
nese investment in Thailand.

Participants learn about Baidu’s products at the recent Create
2024 Baidu Al Developer Conference held in Shenzhen, Guang­
dong province, provided to china daily

of new qualify productive forces, 
building a higher-level open eco­
nomic system, intensifying reform 
efforts in areas relative to people’s 
livelihoods and strengthening eco­
nomic security capabilities.

“The key tasks mapped out in the 
article showcase the country’s 
strong commitment to fostering 
high-quality development, espe­
cially in fields including environ­
mental protection, improving 
people’s w'ell-being and boosting 
economic security?’ said Liu Dian, a 
researcher at the China Institute of 
Fudan University.

As the broader economy is still 
facing pressures from still-weak 
demand and confidence, Liu said 
the reform efforts will significantly 
stimulate endogenous dynamics 
through institutional innovation, 
break barriers hindering smooth 
economic circulation and bolster 
market confidence.

According to a meeting of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC Central 
Committee held in late April, the 
third plenary session of the 20th 
CPC Central Committee to be held 
in Beijing in July will focus on fur­
ther deepening reforms and pro­
moting the modernization of 
China amid challenges at home 
and complexities abroad.

Liu said he believes the policy 
focus will remain on enhancing 
technological innovation, driving 
industrial transformation and deep­
ening fiscal and tax system reforms. 

‘Technological innovation serves 
as the growth engine of the new 
development stage and is crucial for 
enhancing national competitive­
ness,” he said. “I expect to see increas- 

researcher at the Beijing Acade­
my of Social Sciences.

Wang said the substantial price 
reductions for LLMs wall not only 
lower the threshold for enterprises 
to adopt Al technology, but also 
promote their digital transforma­
tion, adding that the application of 
Al technology will help enterpris­
es improve operational efficiency 
and reduce costs, and further 
enrich the ecosystem of Al applica­
tions.

Experts said Chinese LLM 
developers have primarily target­
ed businesses for monetizing their 
investments in Al models, 
although some have begun target­
ing individual users who need to 
pay for using advanced chatbot 
services.

Alibaba said earlier this month 
that its LLMs have been adopted 
by more than 90,000 corporate cli­
ents in a wide range of industries, 
one month after Baidu said its 
enterprise-level LLM platform 
Qianfan had been used by 85,000 
business users.

Foreign Al model developers are 
also reducing their LLM prices. 
OpenAI has slashed prices on its 
products four times since the 
beginning of 2023, and the recent­
ly unveiled GPT-4o is 50 percent 
cheaper than the GPT-4 Turbo.

“The technological strengths, 
application scenarios and training 
costs of Al models vary among dif­
ferent LLM companies, which 
leads to differences in pricing tac­
tics,” said Zou Debao, deputy gen­
eral manager of Al and big data 
research at market research firm 
CCID Consulting.

Zou said the price war will likely 
squeeze profit margins of some 
LLM startups, while large Chinese 
LLM developers wall further con­
solidate their dominant positions, 
expand market share and grab 
more clients amid increasingly 
fierce competition.

Official data showed that the 
number of China’s self-developed 
LLMs ranks second in the world, 
and over 100 LLMs with more 
than 1 billion parameters each 
have been launched in the country. 

Zhao Gang, head of CIO Man­
age, a Beijing-based digital econo­
my market consultancy, said the 
continuous increase in LLM users 
and expansion of application sce­
narios will be conducive to 
improving the performance of 
LLMs.

The significant Al model price 
cuts will give a boost to the rapid 
growth of the LLM sector, and 
motivate companies to beef up 
innovation efforts to roll out more 
LLMs for commercial applica­
tions, Zhao said.

/.f
ByFANFEIFEI
ftinfeifei@chinadaily.com.cn

China is set to make further 
moves to deepen economic structur­
al reforms in fields such as techno­
logical innovation and industrial 
transformation, in a bid to foster 
new quality productive forces and 
advance Chinese modernization, 
experts said on Wednesday.

Experts said the move came as 
the country scrambles to tackle 
issues hindering the steady eco­
nomic growth and accelerate 
growth model changes, which will 
help create new growth drivers, 
stimulate market vitality and inject 
strong impetus into the world’s 
second-largest economy.

Their remarks came after the 
country’s top economic regulator 
said the country will speed up the 
implementation of deepening 
reform of the economic structure 
and build a high-level socialist 
market economic system.

In an article published last week 
in Qiushi Journal, the flagship 
magazine of the Communist Party 
of China Central Committee, the 
National Development and 
Reform Commission said the focus 
will be placed on fields including 
the building of a high-standard 
market system, removing obstacles 
and difficulties in the development
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about one-third of the world’s dia­
monds, and it currently operates 40 
stores around the world, with 25 
operating in China, the CEO added. 

De Beers Group began to explore 
the China market in 2000 with local 
Chinese retailers and opened its 
first store in the country in Beijing 
in 2011.

“We are strong believers and 
strong supporters of the Chinese 
economy, and that is why we plan to 
invest more and more in China 
going forward,” explained Cook.

Cook added that his confidence 
came from China’s buoyant eco­
nomic growth and the ensuing great 
demand for diamond products from 
Chinese consumers.

“China is a very important market 
for luxury products and for dia­
monds. Despite economic challen­
ges, despite everything else, we find 
we know two things: China is resil­
ient and we know that diamonds are 
resilient as well. Now we expect the 
Chinese economy will continue to 
grow,” said Cook.

“Never in the course of human 
history has an economy grown like 
China’s and never in the course of 
human history have we seen it in the 
economy the size of China’s continu­
ing to grow,” he added.

Over the past two decades, China 
has grown into a major diamond 
market, with its diamond demand 
surging from $841 million in 2000 
to some $8.8 billion in 2022. During 
the same period, its market share 
has grown from 1.5 percent in 2000 
to 10.2 percent of the global dia­
mond market, said the De Beers 
Diamond Insight Report 2023.

Major Chinese retailers still have 
full confidence in the natural dia­
mond market in the year 2024.

Ik

With the establishment of a 
series of key renewable energy pro­
jects, Tongliao in the Inner Mongo­
lia autonomous region is actively 
developing its renewable energy 
industry chain and reinvigorating 
its ambition of becoming a leading 
national green energy base.

The projects include the recently 
built Longma wind power equip­
ment manufacturing base, Kailu 
county’s Mingyang 600,000-kilo- 
watt wind power 220-kilovolt 
transmission project, and the Zhu- 
ri River 500 kV transmission and 
transformation project.

“Looking ahead, while ensuring 
the provision of clean energy to 
Tongliao, green electricity will also 
be directed westward. During criti­
cal periods of rising electricity 
demand, Inner Mongolia’s renewa­
ble energy will facilitate cross­
province consumption,
maximizing the export of renewa­
ble energy and promoting its wider 
utilization,” according to die 
project developer, State Grid East 
Inner Mongolia Electric Power Co. 

Generation of renewable energy 
in Tongliao has made remarkable 
progress in recent years.

Currendy, 46 wind farms are 
spread across the southern and 
northern parts of Tongliao, forming 
an extensive wind and solar energy 
belt over 300 kilometers long.

Wind and solar power have sur-

ByHuMeidong
in Fuzhou

Selecting China for die most new 
store launches in its global portfolio, 
London-based diamond company 
De Beers Group will open 10 more 
stores in the country due to China’s 
resilient economy, growing middle­
income group and huge business 
potential, said its top executive.

“Today... China is the second most 
important market in the world (only 
after the United States). It’s been 
growing extremely strong over the last 
25 years, but we have to be even more 
ambitious. China’s growing so fest 
tiiat we hope tiiat China can become 
an even more important destination 
for diamonds than it is today said Al 
Cook, CEO of De Beers Group.

Having more diamond retail 
venues in China than in any other 
country on earth, Cook said the 
group plans to further its expansion 
plan by opening more tiian 10 stores 
within the next few years in key 
growth cities in the country.

“For us, China is the number one 
country for our De Beers Jewellers ... 
We really want to expand our pres­
ence in China, expand the number of 
our stores and expand the number of 
people who work for De Beers in Chi­
na to create more jobs, also, and even 
more importantly, create more and 
more customers,” Cook said.

Focusing on the exploration, min­
ing, marketing and retailing of dia­
monds, De Beers Group produces

culties, as traditional sightseeing 
tourism can no longer meet the 
growing needs of the elderly in the 
new era.

He Jia said the State Council — 
the nation’s Cabinet — hosted an 
executive meeting on Jan 5, calling 
for expanding the silver economy as 
a key measure to respond to the 
aging population.

It stressed fully utilizing the role 
of various business entities and 
social organizations to better meet 
the multilevel and diverse needs of 
seniors.

“At present, eldercare all over the 
world tends to focus on their physi­
cal health, such as accompanying 
the disabled, but a lack of a sense of 
value and social support networks 
was often overlooked,” said He.

Take the example of Zhang Yun- 
feng, an 81-year-old retiree in Bei­
jing, who was the eldest among 
Hongsong’s clients.

Engaged in machine-tool techni­
cal work which kept her extremely 
busy, she also cared for her bedrid­
den husband for six years before her 
retirement.

As her two sons live far away with 
their own families, she lives with her 
grandson, who is also very busy at 
work and can’t arrive home until 
midnight. During the day, she is the 
only one at home, and has to make 
do with a walk in the park.

Hongsong noticed this and inter­
acted with her often over the past 
three years, making her life more 
fulfilling, said He.

Another Hongsong co-founder, Li 
Qiao, said one of the reasons they 
set up the company in 2020 was to 
let his mother enjoy a higher quality 
retirement life, by focusing on social 
interactions.

“The elderly population is acceler­
ating the development of the silver

passed fuel power to become the 
primary energy sources in the area, 
transforming the region’s long­
standing reliance on traditional 
thermal energy.

Riding the wave of dual-carbon 
goals, a series of major grid pro­
jects have strongly supported the 
high-quality development and util­
ization of renewable energy in 
Tongliao, the power company said, 
adding that it wall help accelerate 
the region’s transition to clean and 
low-carbon energy.

Similarly, at an industrial park in 
Minning township, Yinchuan, Ning- 
xia Hui autonomous region, a green 
power project is also in full swing.

By the end of this year, with the 
completion of the energy storage 
station and the coordinated control 
of the source-grid-load-storage sys­
tem, Minning will achieve the goal 
of 24-hour green power supply.

Upon the completion of Minning 
Green Power Town at the end of this 
year, the comprehensive green pow­
er supply system will attract more 
enterprises favoring green power to 
establish their operations here.

This will significantly reduce 
carbon emissions in the township 
area, saving an estimated 70,000 
metric tons of standard coal annu­
ally and reducing carbon emissions 
by 48,000 tons, according to State 
Grid Ningxia Electric Power Co, the 
project builder.

Through a rooftop photovoltaic 
project, which provides paid space 
leasing, local farmers can achieve an

Hao Yuling, a 64-year-old retiree 
in Beijing, had an unforgettable 
10-day group trip in September 
2003 to five European countries.

After arriving in Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands, she and her fellow 
travelers toured a windmill village 
and stayed at a ship museum hotel, 
followed by a boat trip to explore the 
whole city the next day.

Then from Germany, she arrived 
in Paris, visiting the Eiffel Tower, 
Cathedral of Notre Dame, Louvre 
Museum and Paris Opera House. 
Her trip, organized by Beijing-based 
Hongsong, ended after visiting the 
other Benelux countries. 

“It was unforgettable,” she said. 
“More importantly, I made 

friends with my travel companions 
— from complete strangers at the 
start to a deep friendship now, mak­
ing my life richer,” she added.

Fang Minghui, vice-president of 
Hongsong Group, the largest senior- 
focused service platform for retirees 
in China, said that compared with 
other tours, their study/travel servi­
ces focus on stud}' tours, letting the 
elderly learn from their sojourns 
and have more fun.

During the past six months, near­
ly 10,000 seniors have participated 
in Hongsong’s offline study tours, 
touring five European countries and 
12 Chinese cities.

He Jia, co-founder of Hongsong, 
said the retirees, part of a growing 
graying demographic, need more 
focused care and consideration as 
official data showed tiiat by the end 
of last year, the country’s population 
aged 60 and over numbered 296 
million, accounting for 21.1 percent 
of the total population.

By end-2023, there were over 
490,000 business entities engaged 
in the eldercare business in China, 
focusing on home care, rehabilita­
tion, adult education, leisure and 
entertainment, said He Zhifang, a 
researcher from Hunan University 
of Technology and Business.

However, Fang said, study tour 
services for seniors face more diffi- 

annual increase in income of about 
1,000 yuan per household while 
reducing carbon emissions, and the 
initiative will create more employ­
ment opportunities and promote 
rural vitalization and high-quality 
economic development, the Min­
ning township government said.

“The successful grid connection 
of the village’s photovoltaic sector 
is thanks to the precise and effi­
cient sendees of the power compa­
ny. With their support, we are full 
of confidence in our future devel­
opment,” said Ma Ning, Party sec­
retary of Wuhe in Minning. 

“We have established a pano­
ramic monitoring system for the 
Green Power Town in Minning to 
capture real-time data on the dis­
tribution of new energy sources, 
generation capacity, load rates and 
power usage situation. This lays 
the foundation for further optimi­
zation and flexible interaction of 
source-grid-load-storage resour­
ces,” said Wu Haikun, head of the 
internet office of State Grid Yin­
chuan Power Supply Co.

“In the future, we will utilize big 
data of Ningxia Electric Power Co to 
dynamically analyze the electricity 
consumption trends of Minning’s 
industries and key sectors. This wall 
help the government and related 
departments grasp industrial 
development trends and imple­
ment precise policies,” Wu said.

“While it will take some time for 
natural diamonds to return to the 
pre-COVID level, the sector is 
believed to move forward to a posi­
tive direction,” David Kellie, CEO of 
the Natural Diamond Council, was 
quoted by local Shanghai news por­
tal ThePaper.cn as saying.

The De Beers report projected 
China’s middle-income group will 
grow from about half of the popula­
tion to some two-thirds by 2030, 
which will bring about a market 
potential of 140 billion yuan ($19.3 
billion) for diamond consumption. 

“Our research shows natural dia­
monds are the third most desired gift 
by Chinese women, after only gold 
and holidays abroad,” said Cook.

According to Cook, China and 
Shanghai, in particular, are 
extremely important for the group. 
Having its China headquarters in 
Shanghai, the city is home to five De 
Beers Jewellers stores, the most 
among all cities worldwide.

“Shanghai really represents the 
epitome of the center of Chinese 
business. Shanghai is such an 
important city in China. It’s really 
such a center for business. It brings 
together all the influences of China, 
both the history and the future. I 
find tiiat whenever I visit Shanghai, 
it’s changed so much and it repre­
sents the future. It represents the 
change in China,” Cook said.

“We anticipate investing in China 
and building more and more new 
stores so that we can bring the mag­
ic of De Beers Jewellers to more and 
more people,” he added.

hina’s so-called overcapac­
ity problem is a straw man 
that the United States has 
raised to elbow out emerg­

ing industries from other countries 
for a “US-only” dream.

Shortly after US Treasury Secre­
tary Janet Yellen’s overcapacity 
narrative about China in April, the 
administration of US President Joe 
Biden announced plans to raise 
tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles 
to 100 percent from 25 percent ear­
lier, along with other new tariffs on 
clean energy imports.

If the US definition of overcapac­
ity is producing more than what’s 
needed domestically and then 
exporting, should Tesla EV and 
iPhone sales to China be tagged as 
overcapacity?

If exporting 12 percent of Chi­
nese-made EVs is termed overca­
pacity and tariffs are raised 
consequently, then what about 
Germany, Japan and the US, who 
export 80, 50 and 25 percent, 
respectively, of their automobiles? 

It is worth mentioning that Chi­
na’s domestic demand is still 
booming and far from being met 
on a global scale. The National 
Information Center estimates that 
China’s new energy vehicle pene­
tration rate wall increase from 35.2 
percent in 2023 to 60 percent by 
2033.

According to the International 
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economy, whose scale lias reached 
some 7 trillion yuan ($979 billion) 
currently, accounting for about 6 per­
cent of the country’s GDP,” said He, 
who has a doctorate from West China 
Hospital of Sichuan University.

The China Tourism Academy 
forecasts that by 2025, China’s sen­
ior population tourism income 
could surpass 1 trillion yuan, while 
statistics showed that by 2030, the 
market size of China’s elderly educa­
tion services could reach 1.2 trillion 
yuan.

So far, Hongsong has tailor-made 
online learning, socialization, 
e-commerce and offline study tours 
for seniors, said He.

To provide high-quality courses 
for users, Hongsong has hired over 
4,000 lecturers nationwide.

“Our online and offline courses 
cover hundreds of areas, with a 
cumulative number of participants 
exceeding 10 million, and a total 
number of clicks on courses surpas­
sing 200 million.”

Fang said, “The silver economy 
has vast potential for development,” 
adding that the market size of study 
tours alone can run up to 2 trillion 
yuan.

He Jia said tiiat by February, they 
had set up research and develop­
mentcenters in Beijing; Chongqing; 
Chengdu, Sichuan province; Hang­
zhou, Zhejiang province; and 
Wuhan, Hubei province, and have 
finished their B+ round of financing. 

According to a report by the Insti­
tute of Aging of Fudan University, by 
2035, the size of China’s silver econ­
omy will reach 19 trillion yuan, 
accounting for 28 percent of total 
consumption and nearly 10 percent 
of GDP.

By LI JIA YING 
and LIU ZIZHENG
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Energy Agency, global renewable 
energy capacity is expected to 
grow by two and a half fold by 
2030, but governments need to go 
further to achieve the goal of trip­
ling it by then.

Over the past year, higher infla­
tion and interest rates have led to 
increased equipment and financ­
ing costs of renewables projects, 
and policies have been slow to 
adjust to the new macroeconomic 
environment globally, the IEA said. 

China’s role is “crucial” in reach­
ing the 2030 goal because it is 
expected to install more than half 
of the new capacity required glo­
bally by the end of the decade, it 
said.

If we go down the rabbit hole of 
“overcapacity” accusations by the 
US, there wouldn’t be any point in 
having global trade at all.

Historically, countries have 
played to their strengths, engaging 
in international trade and dividing 
labor, which have given birth to the 
current world market and global 
economic order.

At the 2024 Beijing Internation­
al Automotive Exhibition in April, 
Zeng Yuqun, founder of Contem­
porary Amperex Technology Co 
Ltd, the world’s largest vehicle bat­
tery maker, had a friendly 
exchange with Porsche CEO Oliver 
Blume.

Blume said that the collabora­
tion between Porsche and CATL 
has been “very positive” and the 
batteries used by Porsche came 
from CATL’s factory in Germany.

This market-driven cooperation 
exemplifies global division of labor' 
and cooperation, mutual demand, 
and complementary prosperity 
among global industries.

By the way, the US was the trail­

blazer in the game of global trade 
and concepts.

The US deficit accelerated start­
ing from 1991, peaking from 2005 
to 2007. The root of the deficit lies 
in the technology bubble of the 
1990s and the financial bubble of 
the 2000s. Meanwhile, China’s sur­
plus accelerated from 2005, mak­
ing it a victim of the two bubbles 
led by the US.

Yet, the US demanded that China 
should take responsibility for the 
international financial crisis and 
foot the bill to mitigate global 
imbalances. By the end of 2008, 
China’s macro leverage ratio was 
142 percent; it has now reached 
290 percent.

Currently, the world economy is 
entering a new era of green, new 
energy, and digital technology rev­
olution.

The newly installed capacity 
demand of global photovoltaics, for 
instance, will reach 820 gigawatts, 
which is about four times that of 
2022. It shows tiiat the current pro­
duction capacity is far from meet­
ing market demand globally.

If there are no negative spillovers 
of geopolitical tensions, protec­
tionism, and generalized security 
concerns, the supply and demand 
of new energy vehicles, photovolta­
ics, and lithium batteries will be 
dynamically balanced at the global 
level.

As the US tries to squeeze indus­
tries from other countries and 
regions to protect and support its 
own, especially in the new energy 
sector, should other countries foot 
the bill for such a “US-only” 
dream?
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State Grid employees check power transmission lines in Tongliao. Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region, wang zheng / for china daily
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‘Overcapacity’ narrative against China 
aimed at fillfilling ‘US-only dream

Tourists pose for photographs at a scenic spot in Wuyuan, Jiangxi 
province, provided to china daily
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Wanderlust spurs tourism, museum visits
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Tourists visit the Nanjing Museum in Nanjing, Jiangsu province, on May 4. liu jianhua / for china daily
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Travel ease taking more Chinese tourists overseas
By ZHU WENQIAN
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“Visiting a museum can help trav­
elers learn about the history of a city. 
Chinese consumers have indicated 
an increasingly strong interest in 
visiting museums, which serve as 
important places of cultural inherit­
ance,” said Xiao Peng, a researcher 
with the big data research institute 
of Qunar, a Beijing-based online 
travel agency.

During the May Day holiday that 
lasted from May 1 to May 5, the book­
ing volumes of international flights 
and hotels on the platform both hit 
new highs, according to Qunar.

In particular, booking volumes of 
flight tickets from China to Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt more than tripled 
year-on-year, and booking volumes 
of flights to the United Arab Emir­
ates, TYirkey and Qatar jumped over 
50 percent on a yearly basis, Qunar 
found.

Despite being affected by regional 
turbulence to some extent, the tour­
ism industry in the Middle East has 
shown good growth momentum in 
the past year, becoming one of the 
fastest-growing regions in the world,

and chefs. “China is the world’s larg­
est tourism market,” said Moslem 
Shojaei, director-general for mar­
keting and international tourism 
development at the ministry.

Cai Miao, product manager of 
East China at Tuniu Corp

r

volumes of bookings, Tuniu said.
During holidays and weekends, it 

is difficult to get an admission tick­
et. Group tour options that include 
itineraries visiting museums are 
well received by travelers.

In addition, with more flights 
available to smaller cities and coun­
ty-level towns becoming new

according to the United Nations 
World Tourism Organization.

Globally, the number of interna­
tional tourists visiting the Middle 
East reached 86.3 million person­
time last year, growing 22 percent 
compared to the pre-pandemic peri­
od in 2019, the UNWTO said.

Hong Jianyi, a 70-year-old retiree 
from Beijing, and his family went on 
a holiday to Iran in late January, and 
the experience was beyond his 
expectations. He was hugely 
impressed by Iran’s rich history and 
its friendly people during his trip.

Eyeing a great inrush of Chinese 
tourists, Iran has unilaterally grant­
ed a visa-free policy for China and 
trained dozens of Chinese-speaking 
tour guides since 2019.

Now, Iran is increasing the conve­
nience for Chinese visitors at some 
of its museums, not least by offering 
Chinese versions of artifact intro­
ductions, said an Iranian museum 
official recently.

Hadi Mirzaei, director-general of 
the General Office of Museums in 
the Iranian Ministry of Cultural

growth points in the domestic tour­
ism market, more tourists are shift­
ing their attention to some niche 
and thematic museums.

Such museums include the 
Shanghai Auto Museum, Zigong 
Dinosaur Museum, Nanjing City 
Wall Museum, Qingdao Beer 
Museum and Nanjing Imperial

By ZHU WENQIAN
zhuwenqian@chinadaily.com.cn

$1,000 on average during their stay 
in Iran, according to the Iranian 
Ministry' of Cultural Heritage, Tour­
ism and Handicrafts.

The ministry now plans to pro­
vide training in Chinese language 
and cuisine to Iranian hotel staffers

Chinese outbound tourists have 
shown growing enthusiasm for 
visiting museums overseas, and 
some of the most popular destina­
tions include the Louvre Museum 
in Paris, the Grand Egyptian Muse­
um in Cairo and the Erawan Muse­
um in Bangkok, industry players 
found.

Some other international muse­
ums sought after by Chinese travel­
ers include the Louvre Abu Dhabi, 
the British Museum, the Prado 
Museum in Madrid, Al Shindagha 
in Dubai, the National Museum of 
Luang Prabang in Laos and the 
National Museums of Kenya, 
according to Ibniu, a Nanjing, 
Jiangsu province-based online 
travel agency.

Chinese travelers have been 
increasingly venturing far out of the 
country, heading to some niche des­
tinations such as Serbia, Morocco 
and TUnisia, fueled by more flight 
options and favorable visa policies 
of different countries.

renowned cultural relics, collecting 
cultural and creative products, and 
visiting museums online,” Cai said. 

“The growing trend of hanfu (tra­
ditional Chinese clothing of the Han 
ethnic group) culture and the devel­
opment of innovative cultural and 
creative products have also created 
new consumption hot spots and 
growth points for the cultural and 
museum tourism market,” she said. 

Cultural and historical museums, 
as well as science and technology 
museums, have been among the top 
choices for parent-child travel. 
Since March, the online search vol­
ume for natural science populariza­
tion, outdoor exploration and 
research tour products has doubled 
compared with February, according 
to Qunar, a Beijing-based online 
travel agency.

So far, the total number' of nation­
al first-class museums has reached 
327, following the recent rating of 
the latest batch of museums that 
were rated as first-class museums by 
the China Museum Association.

“National first-class museum” 
stands as the highest-level classifi­
cation of museums in China, repre­
senting the advantages of the 
museum in quantity, type and pres­
ervation of precious cultural relic 
collections. As important cultural 
and tourism resources, such muse­
ums have attracted a large number 
of tourists, the association said.

This year, the Palace Museum, 
National Museum of China in Beijing, 
Nanjing Museum, Shaanxi History 
Museum, Hunan Museum and other 
national first-class museums have 
been particularly popular with high

f

Primary school students learn about sea creatures at the National Natural History Museum of China in 
Beijing on May 1. tang ke / for china daily

Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts, 
made the remarks in Teheran to 
announce the events and programs 
which were scheduled to be held in 
the country during the National 
Cultural Heritage Week from May 18 
to May 24, but were called off after 
the demise of the nation’s leader. 

“We have prepared catalogs for 
Chinese tourists in their own lan­
guage to enable them to gain more 
knowledge about Iran’s culture 
while visiting the country’s muse­
ums and sites,” said Mirzaei.

Mirzaei praised the Chinese gov­
ernment’s policy of defining Iran as 
one of the top six priority tourist 
destinations for Chinese travelers. 
He noted that this policy has 
attracted many more Chinese visi­
tors to the country since the begin­
ning of the current Iranian 
calendar year, which started on 
March 20, compared to the same 
period last year.

From March 21, 2023 to Jan 20, 
2024, the number of Chinese tour­
ists visiting Iran exceeded 54,000, 
and Chinese tourists spent nearly

Examination Museum of China. 
“These museums meet tourist 

demand in a specific field or theme 
through exhibitions, unique cultur­
al charm or regional characteris­
tics, and they have attracted an 
increasing number of tourists,” Cai 
said.

Meanwhile, foreign visitors are

The growing popularity of 
embarking on cultural trips has 
been witnessed in China, and muse­
ums and other cultural venues have 
become popular spots for domestic 
and foreign tourists alike traveling 
around the country.

During the May Day holiday that 
lasted from May 1 to May 5, more 
than 6,000 museums across the 
country received a total of50.54 mil­
lion person-time visitors, according 
to the National Cultural Heritage 
Administration.

With International Museum Day 
celebrated on May 18, museums 
across the country have launched a 
series of diverse themed exhibitions 
and social educational activities in 
May, leading to higher popularity of 
the cultural and museum tourism 
market in China.

Since the beginning of the year, 
the booking volume of museum 
tickets from domestic tourists has 
increased by 104 percent over last 
year. Among every 10 people who 
booked admission tickets for scenic 
spots, one was booked for museum 
tickets, said Trip.com Group, Chi­
na’s largest online travel agency. 

“Behind the popularity of cultural 
and museum tours is the in-depth 
integration of traditional culture 
and latest ways of travel. Museums, 
as important places for inheriting 
and showcasing culture, have 
attracted more attention and partic­
ipation of tourists by hosting vari­
ous exhibitions and activities,” said 
Cai Miao, product manager of East 
China at Tuniu Corp, a Nanjing, 
Jiangsu province-based online trav­
el agency.

In addition, museums across the 
country have been actively explor­
ing innovative and diverse display 
measures that meet tourist demand. 
These include digital and intelligent 
displays, interactive experiences, 
short videos and livestreaming ses­
sions, and the development of more 
cultural and creative products, Cai 
said.

Young tourists and families with 
children have become the main con­
sumer groups of cultural and muse­
um tours. This year, travelers aged 
45 and below account for 86 percent 
of the bookings for cultural and 
museum-related travel products, 
Thniu said.

In terms of tourist sources, those 
from Beijing; Shanghai; Nanjing; 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen of 
Guangdong province; Chongqing; 
Chengdu, Sichuan province; and 
Xiamen, Fujian province, have 
shown a strong demand for taking 
cultural and museum tours, Tuniu 
found.

“More young tourists and families 
are experiencing the charm of tradi­
tional culture and the fun of muse­
um tours by checking in on some

enthusiastic about checking out 
museums in China. So far this year, 
booking volumes of museum admis­
sion tickets from foreign tourists 
have increased 10-fold compared 
with all of last year, 1Hp.com said.

Among foreign cultural and 
museum enthusiasts, orders from 
the post-90s, post-8Os and those 
travelers who were born after the 
year 2000 accounted for 34 percent, 
25 percent and 21 percent of the 
total, respectively.

Tourists from Japan, South Korea, 
Australia, the United States and 
Thailand have been most interested 
in visiting museums in China, 
according to Trip.com, and the plat­
form can support guests from 140 
countries to book museum tickets in 
China in 35 languages.

Trip.com said it has strengthened 
cooperation with more domestic 
museums to provide convenience 
for foreign tourists.

In April, the company and Emper­
or Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum Site 
Museum — which houses the Ter­
racotta Warriors in Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province — officially launched a 
platform for integrated services for 
foreign visitors. The two sides pro­
vide online ticketing channels in 24 
languages and 29 currencies for 
consumers in 39 countries and 
regions.

Since the launch of the service, 
more than 3,000 overseas consum­
ers have booked trips related to 
viewing the Terracotta Warriors. 
THp.com has also promoted the arti­
facts overseas such as in South 
Korea, Japan, Singapore and 
Thailand.

Next, the Terracotta Warriors sce­
nic area plans to establish an over­
seas tourist data center with 
Trip.com to improve reservation 
services and provide overseas tour­
ists with a better browsing 
experience.

In addition, some museums have 
launched night tours. At the Histori­
cal Museum of Taiping Heavenly 
Kingdom, a branch of the Nanjing 
Museum Administration, visitors 
can watch performances at night, 
according to Qunar.

At the Nanjing Folk Museum, 
visitors can enjoy waterworks 
shows and folk music performan­
ces in the evening. In addition, 
some museums have launched 
diverse cultural and creative prod­
ucts, such as ice cream and cultur­
al and creative notebooks and 
bags, Qunar said.
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These museums 
meet tourist demand 
in a specific field or 
theme through 
exhibitions, unique 
cultural charm or 
regional
characteristics...”

Visitors walk near ancient sculptures at the Louvre Museum in 
Paris, France, in April, afp

Since beginning 
of year, ticket 
bookings for such 
venues up 104%
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In their recently released first-quarter 
financial reports, major domestic internet 
giants such as JD.com, Alibaba and Tencent 
have all registered revenue growths exceeding 
market expectations.

In the early days of internet development, 
domestic enterprises learned about competition 
and scale expansion. Some internet companies 
pursued offline development based on large-scale 
mergers and acquisitions, and invested a lot of 
capital to create “flows” in financial, educational, 
medical care, travel and other fields, resulting in 
disorderly competition and expansion. 

Pinduoduo, a popular e-commerce plat­
form, overtook Alibaba, which was once 
regarded as an unshakable e-commerce lead­
er, in terms of market value, in November
2023, and Douyin, the Chinese version of 
TikTok, the video-sharing platform, has 
grown rapidly, posing a huge challenge to 
Tencent. Unlike other internet giants, Pindu­
oduo and Douyin focus on their main busi­
ness and strive to expand their main 
business to overseas markets. The strategy of 
focusing on their main business has helped

energy industries is driven by continuous technological 
innovation as a result of fierce domestic competition, well- 
developed industry chains, and intense research and devel­
opment. The so-called overcapacity is just a myth fabricated 
by the US to smear China’s image as a leading driver of the 
global green transition.

In 2023, China sold 9.4-9 million of the 9.59 million EVs it 
produced, the majority in the domestic market, which 
reflects the dynamism of its EV industry. The claim that 
China is flooding overseas markets with its EVs is patently 
untrue, as the country exported only about 12 percent of the 
EV units it produced last year. In comparison, 50 percent of 
Japanese cars are sold overseas, and nearly 80 percent of 
Germany’s auto output is shipped to foreign markets. In 
wielding the big stick of protectionism, the US will not only 
hurt the interests of Chinese new energy enterprises, but 
also increase the cost of living for US consumers. It will also 
cause increased damage to the security and stability of glob­
al industry and supply chains, and put a brake on the global 
green transition.

The world needs to urgently accelerate the green transi­
tion, not slow it down, and there is huge demand for China’s 
new energy products. The US is only bringing misfortune 
on the world by impeding the global low-carbon transfor­
mation. It must act rationally and stop politicizing the trade 
issue and start working with China and Europe to facilitate 
the greening of lifestyles, rather than using sanctions and 
other protectionist measures to derail the process.

them gain advantages over competitors 
obsessed with the diversified investment 
expansion strategy.

Pinduoduo persists in its “preferential pri­
ces and good services” principle, which has 
helped it realize rapid market expansion. At 
the same time, providing better services and 
consumer experiences has also helped it 
attract new consumers while retaining old 
consumers. That has prompted Alibaba and 
JD.com to attach greater importance to also 
providing consumers with competitive prices 
and better customer experiences to consoli­
date their main business.

Enterprises should shift from pursuing 
scale expansion to a people-oriented strategy 
that focuses on innovation, efficiency and 
quality. To pursue bigger development, they 
should take aim at overseas markets and rely 
on scientific and technological innovation. 
The era of relying on “burning money” for 
development has passed, and the era of truly 
testing enterprises’ competitiveness has 
come.

ccusing some major European automakers of 
defying the United States’ ban on forced labor, the 
US Senate Finance Committee appealed for strict- 
,er law enforcement to ensure businesses comply 

with the US’ unilateral ban.
In a report released on Monday, the committee said BMW, 

Jaguar Land Rover and Volkswagen were sourcing auto 
parts from a company banned by the US administration for 
allegedly being linked to “forced labor” in China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region.

Committee Chair Ron Wyden urged Customs and Border 
Protection to “supercharge enforcement and crack down 
on companies” that he described as fueling the so-called 
forced labor in Xinjiang.

Instead of accusing the European automakers of “stick­
ing their heads in the sand”, the US senator should open his 
eyes to the truth of the matter in Xinjiang.

At least he should ensure he is better informed about what 
is actually going on there so he can sift the truth from the lies 
when he listens to different, even conflicting, narratives. Bet­
ter still, if he bothers to travel to the Chinese region in person, 
he would be able to see for himself what things are like.

The real problem regarding international perceptions of 
Xinjiang is that they are shaped by the allegations of “human 
rights” violations, which is a fabrication divorced from facts 
and aimed at smearing and creating trouble for Beijing. The 
hyping up of this false picture has created a stereotyped view 
that is never questioned by those who are antithetical to the 
rise of China. Their bias runs so deep that they are willing to

After 23 years of joint efforts, we have suc­
cessfully built the SCO into a security barrier, a 
bridge of cooperation, and a constructive force 
in the region. At present, a few countries pur­
sue a hegemonic, protectionist, coercive, divi­
sive and bullying approach to international 
affairs, and even contribute to the activities of 
the “three evil forces” in the Central Asia 
region. Their purpose is to suppress the strate­
gic independence of die Global South and 
block the rise of emerging markets. 

The more chaotic the world becomes, the 
more we must adhere to the right direction 
and effectively safeguard our common inter­
ests, respond to various challenges, and 
uphold fairness and justice by further imple­
menting and strengthening SCO cooperation. 

The SCO countries should adhere to strate­
gic independence and maintain unity and col­
laboration. We must respect each other’s core 
interests, resolve conflicts and differences 
through dialogue, and firmly hold the future 
and destiny of our countries and the peaceful 
development of the region in our own hands, 
and never allow external forces to turn the 
region into a geopolitical arena. 

Common, comprehensive, cooperative and

mined by history, and enshrined in international law and a 
series of binding post-World War II international documents. 

Shame on Lai for forgetting that the primary obligation of 
his new post is to serve the well-being of the Taiwan people, 
rather than the geopolitical agenda of Washington, which 
fundamentally conflict with each other.

Being an “elected” leader of the island by no means quali­
fies Lai to behave in such an unscrupulous manner. He is 
trying to make the decision on the future of the island that 
can only be made by the whole Chinese nation.

His ugly show has done one thing. It has exposed the true 
color of his feathers as a radical secessionist from day one.

Coming straight to his point in this way might be a good 
thing. It shows there is no point in pinning any hopes on 
him acting wisely to help deescalate the regional tensions 
that have built up continuously over the eight years since 
his secessionist-minded predecessor took power.

Lai should bear in mind that as long as he accepts the 
mantle of his predecessor’s “pro-independence” cause, he 
will be accountable for the historical debt incurred.

Lai should also be reminded that the several reckless 
“pro-independence” moves his predecessor took were all 
invariably rightly and promptly answered, with the main­
land accelerating the advances of its national reunification 
agenda in different spheres, which have all become a fait 
accompli of the cross-Strait status quo.

Given the extent to which Lai has made clear that he will 
pursue Taiwan “independence”, Beijing can now better con­
centrate on planning and executing its countermeasures to 
ensure the Lai authorities are duly, timely and accurately 
served what they have ordered.

It will only be a matter of time before Lai learns the lesson 
that the farther and faster he goes in trying to bend the red- 
line on cross-Strait relations, the swifter and tougher the 
countermeasures will be. The Chinese authorities’ resolve to 
reunify the motherland should never be underestimated.

After a livestreamer shot to fame overnight 
earlier this month with a song he sang at the 
square of the Heze South Railway Station of 
Heze city, Shandong province, a large number 
of livestreamers, hoping to copy his success, 
have been gathering in the square to perform 
their respective talent shows in front of the 
camera.

Local residents complained about traffic 
jams and noise pollution, which led to the rail­
way station declaring on Monday that they 
won’t hold any more entertainment activities 
from that day on.

Livestreaming is an important platform to 
promote a place’s tourism. But the way so 
many livestreamers put on their amateurish, 
if not unpleasant, shows at the same time in a

accept as a matter of faith the lie that the vocational training 
facilities in Xinjiang are really “concentration camps”. Nor 
does it matter whether the local governments are actually 
trying to help ordinary Uygurs find jobs, as far as these 
“believers” are concerned, the authorities in the region are 
simply playing the role of slave trader.

But facts are facts, and truth prevails no matter how many 
lies are shoveled on it in order to bury it Alena Douhan, UN 
special rapporteur on the negative impact of the unilateral 
coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights, has just 
concluded a fact-finding trip to Xinjiang. Though her final 
report won’t be available until September, her preliminary 
findings help excavate the truth from the dirt heaped upon it 

In extensive interviews, she said that she found a “decline in 
business activities” “significant loss of global markets either 
due to unilateral sanctions per se or due to overcompliance 
with such measures by foreign businesses and entities” which 
in turn caused ‘job losses’! “disruptions in social protection 
schemes by disproportionately affecting the most vulnerable, 
particularly in labor-intensive sectors, including women, old­
er persons, and all those in informal employment”

By stressing the illegality of the extraterritorial applica­
tion of unilateral sanctions and the “overcompliance of 
businesses and other entities”, she effectively highlighted 
their unwarranted genesis.

But are Washington politicians content with the comfort­
ing cocoon of their ideological fervor going to heed her 
words, especially her plea for justice, due process, and pre­
sumption of innocence? Not unless pigs start flying.

sustainable security should be the norm in 
this region. China is willing to work with all 
parties to improve the SCO’s mechanisms for 
responding to security threats and challenges 
and deepen security exchanges and coopera­
tion so as to enhance the overall security level 
of the region.

The SCO countries should adhere to inclu­
sive and win-win cooperation and empower 
cooperative development. The SCO is a pro­
moter of economic globalization. We need to 
adhere to the direction of integrated regional 
development, implement more cooperation 
projects and stimulate multilateral coopera­
tion momentum.

The SCO countries should adhere to open­
ness and inclusiveness and deepen exchanges 
and mutual learning. We should allow diverse 
civilizations to flourish, deepen understanding 
among the people of all countries, and build a 
solid social and public foundation for friend­
ship from generation to generation. 

China is willing to work with all SCO part­
ners to actively advocate an equal and orderly 
multipolarization of the world system, and 
promote inclusive economic globalization 
that benefits all.

he United States is trying to sell its false narrative 
on China’s “overcapacity” to Europe in the hope of 
soliciting the European Union’s support for Wash­
ington’s protectionist moves aimed at suppressing

the development of China’s new energy enterprises.
US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, during her visit to 

Frankfurt, Germany, said on Tuesday that the US and 
Europe needed to respond to China’s industrial overcapaci­
ty in a “strategic and united way” to keep manufacturers 
viable on both sides of the Atlantic. “It’s more forceful to 
communicate to China as a group,” she said.

She made the remarks after the Joe Biden administration 
announced plans to slap new tariffs on Chinese electric 
vehicles, advanced batteries, solar photovoltaic panels, 
steel, aluminum and medical equipment last week, with the 
tax rate on imported Chinese EVs expected to increase to 
102.5 percent this year, up from a total of 27.5 percent, and 
those on solar panel imports to double to 50 percent.

Such naked protectionism, which tramples on the princi­
ples of the market economy and goes against international 
trade rules, has so far received a cold shoulder from EU 
countries, with Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson 
describing it as a “bad idea to start dismantling global trade” 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said that European and even 
some North American manufacturers are “successful in the 
Chinese market, and we have to take that into account’! while 
stressing the importance of trade between the West and China. 

Instead of subsidies, the rapid growth of China’s new

SOMEDAY. I'Ll CALI UPON YOU TO DO A SE1V1CE FQB ME.

he majority of the international community upholds 
the one-China principle, and did not send any wrong 
signals to the new authorities on the island of Tai­
wan. But as expected, the new Taiwan administra­

tive head Lai Ching-te’s inauguration speech in Taipei on 
Monday has won some “well-done-buddy” praise from a few 
external powers, which have lauded it for being “pro-peace” 

Yet, as these commenders know, that feigned stance is noth­
ing but a superficial veneer. Fundamentally, Lai’s speech was 
riddled with hostility and provocation, lies and deception.

Essentially, it was the most radical “pro-independence” 
declaration ever made on such an occasion. If it is to be the 
template for the course the Lai authorities intend to take 
over the coming years, it will undoubtedly lead the island to 
the most undesirable situation of all.

It is therefore no surprise that the escalated tensions the 
speech has triggered have increased the anxiety of people on 
both sides of the Taiwan Strait about a possible conflict Com­
pared with his predecessor, Lai’s approach to pursuing Taiwan 
‘Independence” is more barefaced, provocative and dangerous. 

While he went to great lengths to try and disguise his 
“pro-independence” discourse and took great detours to try 
and straighten out his distorted logic, he nonetheless 
sought to present the fiction that the island is a country.

Describing the cross-Strait status quo as a “reciprocal” 
“interstate” situation, he said he would seek to close the 
island’s ranks with “other democratic countries”.

Painting black as white, he attributed the rising tensions 
to Beijing’s bullying, coercion and threats, while portraying 
the island as a victim, a model and a defender.

Lai’s duplicity is testament to the support the Democratic 
Progressive Party has received from Washington for its 
secession-seeking antics. His speech shows that Lai is gam­
bling on that backing being unbounded.

It is ridiculous that the DPP thinks it can change the reality 
that Taiwan is an inalienable part of China. That is deter-
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public square makes the overall atmosphere 
mind-bogglingly grotesque.

Few viewers would associate Heze, an 
ancient city with time-honored cultural and 
historical legacies, that is renowned for its 
Chinese roses, with such an absurd vanity fair 
in pursuit of fame and fortune.

A city’s cultural heritage, history, natural 
scenery and humane environment are what 
make it attractive. These require time and 
careful crafting. Cities cannot rely solely on 
the short-term boost of the internet celebrity 
effect.

The case of Heze should remind other cities 
that for sprucing up a city’s image one should 
not put the cart before the horse. 

- BEIJINGNEWS

China Dally

15 Hulxin Dongjle Chaoy ang District, 
Beijing 100029
News: +86 (0) 10 6491-8366
edltor@chlnadally.com.cn 
Advertisement: +86 (0) 10 6491-8631 
ads@chlnadally.com.cn 
Subscription: +86-400-699-0203 
subscrlptlon.chlnadally.com.cn 
App: www.chinadally.com.cn/mobllerdaliy.html

China Dally Asia Pacific 
China Dally Hong Kong 

Unit 1818, Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Wan 
Praya Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong 
+85225185111 
edltor@chinadallyhk.com
edltor@chinadallyasla.com

China Dally Africa

P.O. Box 27281-00100, Nairobi, Kenya
+254(0)20 242 8589 (Nairobi)
editor@chlnadaliyatilca.com
enqulrles@chinadallyafrlca.com 
subscrlptlon@chinadallyalrlca.com

Editor’s note: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi delivered a speech at the meeting of the Coun­
cil of Foreign Ministers of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization member states in Astana,
capital of Kazakhstan, onMonday.The meetingwas apreparation for the SCO summitin Asta­
na in July. The following are excerpts of his speech:
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Western double standard on Taiwan exposed
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expected to
surpass $33.9
trillion by
2026, repre­
senting over
one-fifth of
total assets
under management.

UNDP is deeply committed to sup­
porting this transformation through 
four areas of support currently under­
way with several countries in the 
region.

First, through initiatives like the 
“Unlocking Private Capital” program 
and Sustainable Finance Hub, UNDP 
supports the design of SDG-aligned 
investment projects, and sustainable 
debt instruments. Green and Blue 
Bonds have been taking off in this 
region, and hopefully the rates and 
terms improve, so countries benefit 
more from a green/blue premium. 

Second, UNDP has developed the 
SDG Impact Standards, helping busi­
nesses and investors worldwide to bet- 

back to 1949, well before the Ukraine 
crisis.

What’s more, such media outlets nev­
er take into consideration those voices 
on the island that seek peaceful reunifi­
cation. By encouraging separatist forces 
on the island to intensify their stir and 
selling billions of dollars worth of weap­
ons to the island on the pretext of pro­
tecting US interests in Asia, 
Washington is blatantly interfering in 
China’s internal affairs and causing 
regional instability.

The “Asian century” heralds as a peri­
od of global peace and harmony, espe­
cially because Asia has had a much less 
bellicose history in recent centuries 
than die West.

Moreover, China is leading global 
efforts to improve global governance to 
help build a community with a shared 
future for mankind where wars and 
chaos have no place. In contrast, the US 
is promoting global instability to main­
tain its global hegemony.

By resorting to double standard, 
Western countries have created serious 
challenges for other countries. In the 
case of the Israel-Palestine conflict, it is 
evident that Israel’s policy of eliminat­
ing Hamas disregards preventive action 
to minimize civilian casualties.

The incoherent migration policies of 
the European Union and its member 
states, which are mainly aimed at bar­
ring the entry of foreigners into the EU, 
are another major example of Western 
double standard. The European coun­

The author is UNAssistant Secretary- 
General and UNDP Regional Director 
for Asia and the Pacific. The views don’t

tries now seek to protect themselves 
from the negative consequences of 
their colonial rule, which has caused so 
much suffering to the people in the 
countries of the Global South and 
thrust many of them into political 
instability.

Furthermore, Western intervention­
ist policies to promote so-called democ­
racy in other countries have only 
worsened the situation in those coun­
tries. Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya, to 
name a few, are apt examples of the 
West’s high-handedness and know-it-all 
attitude which have condemned mil­
lions of people to death, economic 
instability and political chaos.

The West is failing because of its dou­
ble standard, and refusal to believe that 
the world needs peace, welfare and sta­
bility. The US-led West also refuses to 
accept that the Taiw'an question is Chi­
na’s internal affair and continues to 
interfere in it to fulfil its narrow' politi­
cal goals. The Vietnam War which 
claimed millions of lives and the contin­
uing impact of Agent Orange on the 
Southeast Asian country should be a 
constant reminder that the West creates 
problems in every issue it pretends to 
resolve.

est and most vulnerable in terms of 
their livelihoods, food security, and 
human development opportunities. 

With the deadline for the SDGs only 
six years away, the Asia-Pacific region 
faces daunting development challenges 
to ensure a low'-carbon future. But, with 
international organizations, business­
es, and governments all working 
together, the region also has the poten­
tial to lead the way in realizing the nec­
essary financing to deliver shared 
prosperity, and ensure a cleaner, more 
sustainable, and inclusive future for all.

s a core technology of the “Fourth Industrial 
Revolution”, artificial intelligence (Al) has 
been playing a significant role in interna­
tional relations. Al has altered the global 

political landscape by increasing power imbalances, 
developmental uncertainties and global inequities. 

As the global hegemon, the United States has been 
using Al to its advantage, instead of global common 
good, and has adopted a multi-level, multi-actor, 
cross-sectoral and multidimensional geopolitical 
strategy. As such, China needs to leverage all its 
strengths to address the global political challenges 
and seize the opportunities created by Al.

Al exacerbates power imbalances when one coun­
try develops and uses Al to serve its owm global politi­
cal interests, prompting other countries to emulate it 
or catch up with it. As a country develops aggressive 
Al capabilities, it could become vulnerable in defense 
as other countries wall imitate it. It will thus become 
both aggressor and defender, thereby altering the 
power balance. This is the paradox of investing sub­
stantial resources to accelerate the Al arms race while 
suffering from its adverse effects.

Al has created uncertainties for the international 
community, mainly pertaining to security, both internal 
and external security. It has also created uncertainties 
in technology and power. The uncertainties and risks of 
Al primarily include accidental capability issues where 
dangerous functions are unpredictable or go undetect­
ed. As a result, preventing Al’s deployment for warfare 
becomes a challenge, and the rapid increase in Al mod­
els leads to accountability difficulties.

The author is a visiting professor at 
China Foreign Affairs University, and 
seniorfellow at the Policy Center for the 
New South based in Morocco. The views 
don’t necessarily represent those of Chi­
na Daily.

Al has widened global inequities, too, as developed 
countries continue to leverage advanced technologies 
to maintain their first-mover advantage. With the 
developed countries controlling core Al technologies, 
the global power disparity will further widen. For 
example, developed countries strive to maintain, if 
not monopolize, their advantages in key areas by 
intensifying research and development, yet they often 
shirk the corresponding responsibility of regulating 
the Al sector.

Moreover, some of the most advanced countries 
using Al for military applications have not joined the 
ranks of those calling for a ban on lethal autonomous 
weapons systems.

The US’ current global Al strategy exhibits a multi­
dimensional, multi-actor, cross-sectoral pattern. First, 
the US’ Al strategy is layered, extending from the low'- 
est to the highest level. At the lower level, die US aims 
to dominate the core production aspects of Al. At the 
mid-level, it has been developing Al for cognitive and 
counter-cognitive warfare. And at the highest level, it 
uses technological supremacy to maintain its hege­
monic, aggressive position in the world.

Second, the US’ Al strategy involves multiple actors, 
including countries, global alliances and transnation­
al entities. At the national level, the US invests signifi­
cant resources in the development of Al, and has been 
competing with China on a state-to-state basis. 

When it comes to global alliances, the US uses Al to 
strengthen NATO’s allied identity. At the transnational 
level, US high-tech giants and R&D institutions are help­
ing Washington use transnational bodies to boost its 
national strength, capture global interests and reshape 
the power and interest structures between countries. 

And third, the US’ Al strategy is cross-sectoral, span­
ning security, production, financial and intellectual 
domains. Also, the US has been building up “structur­
al power”. A concept introduced by Susan Strange, a 
British pioneer of international political economy, 
“structural power” consists of four basic structures: 
security, production, finance and knowledge. These 
structures interact with each other, with each repre­
senting a source of power. The US is a leader and one 
of the biggest investors in all of the four structures. 

On the other hand, China has become a pivotal play­
er in the Al field, and has been addressing the challen­
ges and seizing the opportunities Al lias created. In 
response to the power imbalances exacerbated by Al, 
China has been developing Al to catch up with the US. 

To address the uncertainties brought about by Al, 
China has been focusing on Al research and risk pre­
vention. China’s voluntary standards, an evolving sys­
tem of technology ethics, third-party certification and 
localized actions, help minimize frontier Al risks. And 
almost one year ago, in June 2023, the State Council, 
China’s Cabinet, announced in its annual legislature 
plan the intention to draft a national law on Al, cover­
ing all types of risk management.

In response to the inequalities created by Al, China 
has been engaging in global cooperation, promoting 
international collaboration in Al and advocating for 
inclusive development. Accordingly, in October 2023, 
China announced a global Al governance initiative, 
assuming a more proactive and assertive role in glob­
al governance, emphasizing the necessity of United 
Nations-led global governance and sharing Al 
achievements with developing countries.

In other words, since Al is changing the interna­
tional political landscape and the US has adopted a 
global multidimensional, multi-actor, cross-sectoral 
Al strategy, China needs to actively and specifically 
respond to the emerging situation and address the 
challenges.

Moscow, on
the other
band, has
affirmed that
its actions
seek to protect 
ethnic Rus­
sians in Ukraine and prevent Ukraine 
from joining NATO and bringing the 
Western military alliance to its doorstep 
and thus posing a huge security risk.

However, Western media deliberately 
mixes these issues. Taiwan lias been an 
integral part of China since ancient 
times. It was occupied by Japan after 
the First Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) 
but following Japan’s unconditional 
surrender which ended World War II in 
1945, the Potsdam Declaration (1945) 
determined Taiwan’s return to China — 
the Cairo Declaration of 1943, too, had 
done the same. Equally important, 
United Nations Resolution 2758 clearly 
and unambiguously states that Taiwan 
is an integral part of China, and most of 
the countries in the world adhere to the 
one-China principle.

However, after the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict broke out, major Western 
media outlets have been wrongfully 
comparing the Ukraine conflict to the 
Taiwan question, basically indicating 
that China wall follow in Russia’s foot­
steps to take military action against the 
island to realize national reunification. 
However, it should be noted that China 
has been pursuing the goal of national 
reunification for generations, dating 

Hou Changkun is a Taiwan-based research fellow on 
political science, and Lan Shunzheng, a research fel­
low at the Charhar Institute and a member of the Chi­
nese Institute of Command and Control. The views 
don’t necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

China and provided technical assist­
ance to initiate their first trials of social 
and sustainability bonds. 

Through the flagship Biodiversity 
Finance Initiative and support to the 
Taskforce on Nature-related Financial 

Disclosures in over 40 countries, 
UNDP is working to redirect both 

public and private finance 
towards activities with nature­

positive outcomes. The govern­
ments of Shandong and 
Shanghai have joined us, 
generating lessons and inno­
vative approaches to 
advance biodiversity 
finance around the world. 

Globally, through the G20 
Sustainable Finance Work­
ing Group, UNDP is active­
ly working with countries 
to develop a set of princi­
ples on transition finance,

kj J A report on “Financing 
■T Climate Transition in

China’s Agri-food Sys­
tem: Mitigation, Adapta­
tion, and Justice” was 

F: IpiA' recently launched in col­
laboration with the Mac­
ro and Green Finance 
Lab of Peking University’s 

Kt? National School of Devel- 
Hf opment and the Climate

Bond Initiative.
It identifies the opportuni­

ties and challenges of transi­
tion in agriculture — a hard-to- 

abate sector with the least 
evidence-based research available 

— towards net-zero paradigms. It 
also explores financial mechanisms 

and policy incentives to support the 
transition, along with growth opportu­
nities, so together they can guide stake­
holders to invest at scale. 

For the private sector, the business 
case is clear: hundreds of studies have 
proven that addressing sustainability 
boosts competitiveness and market 
share. And — if done properly — can 
also improve financial performance 
and risk resilience. 

These wide-reaching transitions 
require strong political and social buy- 
in to strengthen the governance mech­
anisms and institutional and human 

Investor Maps highlighting SDG invest- capacities needed to protect the poor-
ment opportunity areas in over 40
countries which are used by investors
in formulating investment strategies.

Fourth, UNDP works with Securities
& Exchange Commissions to develop
SDG measures and guidance for
their listed companies and provide a
dedicated platform to track and report
on their contributions to the SDGs.

Many of these global initiatives have
been piloted in China. This includes a
successful initiative with the New'
Development Bank supporting the
issuance of a 5 billion RMB ($0.69 bil­
lion) SDG bond on China’s inter-bank
market in 2021.

UNDP has also worked with the 
National Association of Financial Mar­
ket Institutional Investors (NAFMII) in necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

In response to the power 
imbalances exacerbated by Al, 
China has been developing Al to 
catch up with the US.

ter incorporate sustainability, the
SDGs, and impact management. These 
standards move beyond just managing 
ESG risks, to making a net-positive con­
tribution.

Third, UNDP lias developed SDG 

he Asia Pacific region is 32 years 
behind schedule in achieving 
the SDGs, with Goal 13, climate 
action, even regressing.

This is not an abstract measure. For 
some countries in the region, it quite 
literally means disappearing into the 
ocean.

Humanity cannot afford any 
SDG complacency and least of all 
climate complacency. With 
densely populated coasts, 
heavy dependence on agricul­
ture, poverty that still afflicts 
millions, and temperatures 
rising twice as fest as the 
global average, this is the 
most vulnerable region to 
climate change.

Between 2000 and 2023, 
over 1,600 floods devastat­
ed the Asia Pacific region, 
killing more than 88,000 ,
people, and impacting 1.6 
billion. They represent 91 
percent of all people 
affected by severe flood­
ing globally. Counting the 
economic losses, they are 
a staggering $452 billion.

By 2050, this region 
risks losing one-third of its I
GDP to climate change. 
And with over 4.3 billion 
people reliant on this region 
growing sustainable econo­
mies, this means climate 
investments are needed at great­
er speed and scale.

As it currently stands, the Asia 
Pacific region faces a significant 
shortfell in climate financing: at least 
800 billion dollars annually. 

With public finances depleted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and other simulta­
neous shocks, it is evident that it will 
take the unleashing and directing of 
more private capital to help fight cli­
mate change. Public finance, both 
domestic and international, must still 
play that critical role to incentivize, 
de-risk and hence leverage private 
finance.

Globally, nature-positive solutions 
can create an annual 10-trillion-dollar 
investment opportunity and close to
400 million new jobs by 2030. The vast 
majority of these opportunities sit in 
Asia.

By contrast, according to the Climate 
Policy Initiative, staying on our current 
trajectory would trigger projected glob­
al losses of 2.3 quadrillion dollars by 
2100.

Meeting the 1.5 degrees Celsius target 
of the Paris Climate Agreement would 
save four-fifths of that amount.

The math is clear: green investments 
support not only people and planet, but 
also, prosperity. However, turning heav­
ily laden massive industries, hard-to- 
abate sectors and huge business and 
political interests around will take 
more than doing the math.

Encouragingly, some key countries 
and investors around the world are 
catching on. Globally, ESG assets are

Global
Lens

Global
Lens

he greatest challenge feeing 
Western society, which is also 
primarily responsible for its 
steady decline, is the double

standard it has been practicing with 
regard to all issues of global impor­
tance. Western double standard has dis­
credited institutions, regulations and 
security in Western countries. When 
conflicting standards are applied to 
similar' situations, frustration grows. 
The practice also exposes Western 
schizophrenia regarding moral, social 
and political standards. As a result, con­
sistency and coherence — two of 
humanity’s significant traits — have 
been replaced by inconsistency and 
incoherence. Examples abound in the 
actions of Western countries.

Comparing the Taiwan question with 
the Ukraine crisis, for instance, is one of 
the most common mistakes Western 
media and analysts have made. Such 
superficial comparisons seek to simplify 
two very different, complex and chal­
lenging issues.

Tire Taiwan question is China’s inter­
nal affair, w'hereas the Ukraine crisis is 
an international law issue resulting 
from NATO’s continuous eastward 
expansion to restrain Russia’s capacity 
to act internationally. The Taiwan ques­
tion and the Ukraine crisis are different 
according to international law. 

The Taiwan question is about the 
reunification of Taiwan island with the 
motherland and the application of the 
one-China principle.

Ax?

Al influencing 
ties between
China and US
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Fruits of labor
The RCEP is a major cooperation achievement of Asian economies that should be actively treasured

I
■J I

SONG CHEN/CHINA DAILY

POUSOTHIRAK

Coordinated response
* ■

1) K

<*1

I

WANG XIAOYING/ CHINA DAILY

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/12/2024 1:37:38 PM

RCEP

i
ft

I?

ecent weather patterns 
deriving from climate 
change have rattled all die 
Mekong countries with 

blistering heat waves and flash 
floods.

Erratic hydrological phenomena 
in 2023 impacted the Mekong Riv­
er, creating drought followed by 

intense rainfall 
and flooding 
across all 
Mekong coun­
tries. Cambodian 
Tonle Sap Lake’s 
reverse flow 
remains low and 

short, affecting fisheries and liveli­
hoods severely. For 2024, this pat­
tern of blazing hot temperature and 
not enough rain continues to 
unfold, with dire consequences 
expected.

Regional solutions to mitigate cli­
mate induced vulnerabilities are 
needed more than ever. 

According to the Mekong River 
Commission, climate change is 
considered a key issue, which 
threatens the Mekong River Basin 
and communities living on its 
embankments. The impacts of cli­
mate change adversely affect the 
livelihoods of the millions of people 
who rely on the river’s natural 
resources. The countries of the 
Lower Mekong River Basin — Cam­
bodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam 
— are all vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change on the river which 
in turn weaken mainland South­
east Asia’s economic growth and 
harm the Mekong’s ecosystems and 
threaten social and regional har­
mony.

The unprecedented extreme 
weather has shifted the focus of 
regional attention to the search for 
a more durable solution to address 
the perils of climate change.

while, new energy, the digital econ­
omy, cross-border e-commerce and 
other emerging industries have cre­
ated new growth points for cooper­
ation. ASEAN and China should 
continue to work on fostering new 
types of industries and contribute 
to promoting the transformation 
and upgrading of traditional indus­
tries in the region.

Second, it is important to further 
unleash the dividends of the full 
and high-quality implementation of 
tiie RCEP, so as to give stronger 
impetus to the recovery of both the 
regional and global economy, as 
well as sustainable development. 
With mounting uncertainties in the 

world, the geopolitical and econom­
ic landscape has become increas­
ingly complex. The global economic 
recovery remains sluggish. Unilat­
eralism, protectionism and de-glo- 
balization are on the rise. Against 
the backdrop of declining global 
openness, rising trade costs and 
supply chain bottlenecks, the RCEP 
can promote the free flow of pro­
duction factors on a wider scope, 
realize the optimal allocation of 
production factors, promote the 
specialized division of labor, and 
spur more new quality productive 
forces and innovations, which will 
make the regional cooperation 
advance toward a more inclusive, 

lihood improvement and better 
socioeconomic development in the 
Lancang-Mekong River Basin. The 
study helps develop a clear commu­
nication protocol and enhances the 
coordinated operations of the reser­
voirs in both China and the Mekong 
countries for a more effective 
response to the current and future 
issues of drought and water flow.

The Lancang-Mekong Coopera­
tion (LMC) mechanism and the 
Mekong River Commission (MRC) 
can take the lead in strengthening 
regional cooperation to better man­
age the transboundary water 
resources and effectively address 
the complex issue of climate-in­
duced consequences, helping the 
Mekong region withstand the 
socioeconomic and environmental 
challenges. China welcomes strong­
er synergy between the MRC and 
LMC to better contribute to the 
well-being of people and the sus­
tainable development in the subre­
gion. China has been making joint 
efforts with the Mekong countries 
to further enhance cooperation in 
the utilization of water resources, 
flood mitigation and prevention 
and capacity building on water 
resource management. 

To start with, the China-led LMC 
and the MRC can garner a regional 
commitment to alleviate the effects 
of climate change by' encouraging 
the Great Mekong Subregion to 
adopt alternative renewable energy 
solutions, gradually moving away 
from the carbon emissions induced 
energy generation toward renewa­
ble energy-based electrification 
with the aim of attaining the goal of 
zero emissions by 2060. Focusing 
on renewable energy-based electri­
fication would be good for the 
regional economy and help miti­
gate the effects of climate change in 
the long run. The LMC and MRC 
should hasten their collaboration to 
encourage Mekong countries to 
divert the use of fossil fuels in pow­
er generation, transportation, and 
home cooking, cooling and heating, 
replacing natural gas and coal­
based power generation with 
renewable energy sources such as 
solar, wind and hydro. 

An exemplary collaboration took

be done on a Mekong River Basin 
basis, and cross-national coopera­
tion is important.

Climate change is very real as are 
its effects. This year, severe drought 
is expected, which can lead to the 
devastation of crops and fisheries, 
making communities more prone 
to food shortages and lost liveli­
hood due to low agricultural yields 
in the most productive area of the 
Mekong River Basin.

The joint study commissioned by 
LMC and MRC signified a valuable 
and beneficial collaboration 
between China and the Lower 
Mekong Countries with technical 
measures and actions related to 
data and information sharing and 
improvement among all the ripari­
an countries.

The author is secretary-general, of 
the ASEAN-China Center. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

The author is former minister of 
industry, mines and energy of 
Cambodia and a retired academic 
and distinguished senior advisor to 
the Cambodian Center for Regional 
Studies. The atiihor contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The use of renewable energy is 
the key to fight climate change. The 
LMC and the MRC should engage 
in a more targeted study to assist 
Mekong countries aggressively 
transition toward a renewable 
energy-driven power system. 

The technical collaboration 
between the MRCS and LMC Water 
Center represent a concerted effort 
to uplift the cooperation between 
China and the Lower Mekong 
Countries as they seek to ensure 
effective upper and lower Mekong 
River Basin management. 

The China-led LMC and the MRC 
are highly qualified institutions 
with resounding technical capabili­
ties and their joint study in regional 
water resources cooperation will 
foster synergy to contribute to live-

ment and important market, the 
industry chains and supply chains 
of ASEAN and China are deeply 
interconnected, and the connectivi­
ty is constantly being enhanced. 

In today’s world, regional eco­
nomic cooperation is becoming 
increasingly important and 
prominent in the global econo­
my. The full and high-quality 
implementation of the RCEP 
shows that regional coun­
tries are committed to 
strengthening economic
integration and promoting 
more open regional econo­
mies. ASEAN and China, 
as well as other economies 
in the region, should join 
hands to further unleash 
the potential of the RCEP, 
so as to inject more impetus 
into regional economic 
growth and help bolster glob­
al stability.

First, by seeking common 
development via win-win cooper­
ation, ASEAN and China, through 
the sound and steady growth of 
their comprehensive strategic part­
nership, can contribute more to 
promoting the development of the 
RCEP and regional economic inte­
gration. To further boost ASEAN- 
China cooperation is of great 
significance to regional economic 
integration, stability and develop­
ment. Meanwhile, the implementa­
tion of the RCEP has also injected 
stronger momentum into ASEAN- 
China cooperation. The two sides 
should fully seize the opportunity 
brought about by the RCEP to 
expand the benefit of economic and 
trade cooperation through pursu­
ing higher-level opening-up, lever­
aging the Cumulative Rules of 
Origin and other innovative poli­
cies to integrate the industry and 
supply chains effectively. A more 
efficient industrial structure can be 
forged based on the complementa­
ry advantages in the industries of 
both ASEAN and China. Mean-

n June last year, with the offi­
cial entry into force of the 
Regional Comprehensive Eco­
nomic Partnership for the

Philippines, the world’s largest free 
trade zone entered a new stage of 
full implementation. The RCEP cre­
ates a huge market with strong 

diversity and 
inclusiveness. 
The implementa­
tion of the RCEP 
has played an 
important role in 
promoting 
regional econom­
ic and trade 

cooperation, improving the policy 
environment, strengthening the 
resilience of the production and 
supply chains, enhancing connec­
tivity, bolstering cooperation in the 
digital economy, and supporting 
the development of small and 
medium-sized enterprises. Signifi­
cant early harvests have already 
been achieved in implementing the 
RCEP. The positive effect on 
ASEAN-China cooperation is a viv­
id example in this regard. 

The RCEP was initiated by the 10 
member states of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations. China 
was the first country to ratify the 
agreement. With complementary 
economic structures and intercon­
nected production and supply 
chains, ASEAN and China have a 
huge market demand for each oth­
er’s goods. In 2022, the total trade 
volume between ASEAN and China 
reached 6.52 trillion yuan ($901.9 
billion), accounting for 15.5 percent 
of China’s foreign trade. Tire total 
import and export value of China 
with ASEAN accounted for 50.3 
percent of China’s total trade value 
to other RCEP member countries in 
2022. In 2023, ASEAN-China bilat­
eral trade reached 6.41 trillion 
yuan. ASEAN and China, for four 
years in a row, have remained each 
other’s largest trading partners. As 
each other’s major source of invest­

modern, comprehensive and mutu­
ally beneficial direction. 

Third, the solid social founda­
tion and strong public support cre­
ate favorable conditions for forging 
consensus on cooperation among 
regional countries to promote the 

full and effective implementa­
tion of the RCEP. TTie rapid and 
sustained growth of ASEAN- 
China relations would not 
have been achieved without 
mutual understanding and 
trust, nor could it have 
been achieved without col­
lective wisdom and vision, 
the same goes for RCEP 
cooperation. The year 2024 
has been designated by
ASEAN and Chinese lead-

1 ers as the ASEAN-China
Year of People-to-People 
Exchanges. This opportunity 

should be made full use of to 
further cement the friendship 

between the peoples of both 
sides.

While witnessing the sound 
momentum of RCEP cooperation, 
the risks and challenges should not 
be ignored. Against the backdrop of 
the current challenging interna­
tional and regional political and 
economic situation, RCEP coun­
tries have a more urgent need for 
increasing regional cooperation. 
Strengthening mutually beneficial 
cooperation is the only way to tap 
into the potential of regional eco­
nomic growth and deal with chal­
lenges. To help ensure the sound 
and sustained development of 
RCEP cooperation, more attention 
should be paid to the following 
aspects.

First, enterprises should be 
aware of the real benefits that can 
be reaped by seizing the opportuni­
ty to fully utilize the RCEP rules 
and mechanisms. By taking advan­
tage of the favorable condition cre­
ated by the rules and the 
institutional innovations in region­
al openness, enterprises can 

place between the LMC and the 
MRC with the signing of a memo­
randum of understanding on Dec 
19,2019 by the MRC Secretariat’s 
CEO and the secretary-general of 
the LMC Water Center, at the Min­
isterial Meeting of the Lancang-Me­
kong Water Resources Cooperation 
in Beijing in the attendance of the 
water and environment ministers 
of the six Lancang-Mekong coun­
tries.

The MoU entails the cooperation 
between China and the lower 
Mekong countries to ensure effec­
tive upper and lower Mekong River 
Basin management for future sus­
tainability and shared benefits. The 
MoU committed both parties to 
work together for the joint manage­
ment of the regional water resour­
ces over the five years from 2020, 
including experience sharing, data 
and information exchange, basin 
monitoring, joint assessment and 
study, knowledge management, 
and associated skill building and 
training.

A two-phase joint study by the 
MRC Secretariat and Lancang-Me­
kong Water Resources Cooperation 
Center (LMC Water Center) herald­
ed a new dynamic in data and 
information exchange, basin-wide 
monitoring, and joint assessment 
on the Mekong water and related 
resources. Its objective is to provide 
a scientific basis for future coopera­
tion of the six countries to address 
the problems facing the Mekong as 
a result of climate change. 

A comprehensive Integrated 
Flood Risk Management system, 
containing elements of flood pre­
vention, flood protection and flood 
preparedness, should also be put in 
place for the Mekong Basin coun­
tries.

The study emphasizes the 
Mekong River management must

improve their competitiveness with 
high-quality products and services, 
and contribute more to economic 
growth in the region. 

Second, the RCEP signatories 
should treasure this cooperation 
outcome and actively implement 
the agreement. Relevant govern­
ment agencies need to transform 
the RCEP rules and regulations 
into operable measures to pro­
mote the implementation of the 
agreement. Government authori­
ties should improve the business 
environment to facilitate trade 
and investment, create public ser­
vice platforms for the implementa­
tion of the RCEP, promote the 
construction of industrial coopera­
tion zones, and strengthen cooper­
ation in the areas of connectivity, 
intellectual property rights protec­
tion, commodity inspection and 
quarantine, and customs. ASEAN 
plays a leading role in RECP coop­
eration and can take the lead in 
improving the relevant working 
mechanism of the RCEP as soon as 
possible. Greater efforts should be 
made for capacity building as well 
as personnel training and 
exchanges.

Last but not least, the RCEP sig­
natories should stay vigilant 
against the impact of geopolitical 
factors on the implementation of 
the RCEP, and the attempts at 
“decoupling” and the building of 
“small yards with high fences” 
ASEAN and China should work 
together to create an open coopera­
tion platform to safeguard the open 
global economy, and build a fair, 
equitable and transparent system 
of international trade and invest­
ment.
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quer basins, plates, and even statues 
of tomb-guardian beasts.

Every minute is precious when it 
comes to recovering these artifacts, 
and there is a plan to relocate all the 
most important items to laborato­
ries before the arrival of summer’s 
scorching heat since the high tem­
peratures could harm the relics. The 
aim is to complete the entire project 
by the end of this year, with plans to 
create an archaeological park on the 
site in future, Gong Xicheng says.

r-

Evolving from a remote barbarian 
regime to one of the seven leading 
states of the Warring States Period, 
at their zenith, the Chu ruled a vast 
area along the middle and lower 
reaches of the Yangtze River.

The influential state endured for 
nearly 800 years until its defeat by 
the Qin state in 223 BC. Just two 
years later, the Qin founded China’s 
first unified dynasty.

According to Zhang Changping, 
an archaeology professor at Wuhan 
University, the tomb exhibits dis­
tinctive features commonly found 
in Chu tombs. “During the Warring 
States Period, different states had 
different cultural practices. Chu 
tombs possess their own unique fea­
tures,” Zhang says. “For instance, the 
tombs of ordinary people are often 
laid together, forming a large burial 
area, while those of the nobility are 
typically arranged in an independ­
ent manner.”

The professor also highlights 
similarities between the tombs of 
nobles. “The tombs are commonly 
aligned in an east-west direction 
and have a tomb passage and multi­
ple steps,” he says.

“They often consist of several 
chambers, multiple coffins, and an 
abundance of funerary objects. 
Notably, they frequently include 
bronze artifacts in the style of the 
Western Zhou Dynasty, indicating 
the continuation of ritual systems 
from that era.”

F J*

Above left: The No 1 tomb of the Wuwangdun Site in Huainan, Anhui province, believed to be the tomb of King Kaolie of the Chu state, who reigned during the late stage of the Warring States Period (475-221 BC).
jiang dong/ china daily Top right: A lacquerware plate with exquisite patterns discovered at the site. Above right: A lacquer table found at the site, photos provided to china daily

Archaeology at the Chinese Acade­
my of Social Sciences.

The chambers are particularly 
large, Gong says, adding that anyone 
of the nine chambers, if discovered in 
a single Chu tomb, would be catego­
rized as at least medium-sized.

The side chambers contain funer­
ary objects such as bronze vessels, 
wooden figurines and musical 
instruments, and it is presumed that 
the tomb’s occupant rests within the 
central chamber. Gong says that 
archaeologists are currently retriev­
ing the funerary objects from the 
side chambers before they proceed 
to open the central chamber.

The chambers are covered in four 
layers of planks, some of which bear 
ink inscriptions. Archaeologists 
have carefully identified nearly
1,000 words using infrared cameras, 
and believe they are typical exam­
ples of the Chu language.

“The planks have been buried for 
a very long time in a water-saturated 
environment, causing them to turn 
black. Soil and pollutants have 
made it even more difficult to recog­
nize the inscriptions. As a result, we 
can only see them clearly using 
infrared equipment,” Gong says.

Some of the words have been deci­
phered, shedding light on the func­
tion of the chambers. For instance, in 
a northern chamber adorned with 
words related to music, instruments 
and dancing figurines have been dis­
covered. Many more inscriptions are 
yet to be explained, promising fur­
ther insights in the future.

either oxygen or water. ‘This means 
the tomb was well built and sealed,” 
says Gong Decai, a professor at the 
University of Science and Technolo­
gy of China in Hefei, Anhui.

As archaeologists prioritize the 
protection of fragile artifacts, their 
primary focus has been on safely 
transferring these treasures to labo­
ratories. Consequently, the initial 
items have predominantly been a 
large quantity of lacquerware arti­
facts. These include figurines, lac-

Findings at Wuwangdun shed intriguing light on how society was organized 
millennia ago, Wang Ru reports in Huainan, Anhui province.

i

he 15-meter-high mound 
at the Wuwangdun Site in 
Huainan, Anhui province, 
has long been recognized

as an important tomb, and was list­
ed as a key provincial cultural relic 
protection site in 1981. As China 
often takes protective measures for 
important tombs without necessari­
ly excavating them, Wuwangdun 
could easily have continued to con­
ceal its millennia-old stories.

However, its silence was shattered 
by grave robbers. While graves have 
been plundered throughout history, 
a major incident in 2015 was the last 
straw. When the public security 
authorities successfully cracked the 
case in 2018, archaeologists inferred 
from the confessions of the crimi­
nals and from field surveys that 
although many artifacts still lay bur­
ied, the underground environment 
had changed, leaving them exposed 
to damage. Consequently, an 
archaeological rescue project began 
in 2020 and the ongoing project has 
already yielded exciting findings.

The Wuwangdun Site has been 
identified as a tomb belonging to the 
Chu, a vassal state to the Western 
Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 BC) 
from about 2,000 years ago. It is the 
largest in scale, highest level and 
most complex Chu structure excavat­
ed to date, and the tomb probably 
belonged to King Kaolie (290-238 BC) 
from the late Warring States Period 
(475-221 BC), says Gong Xicheng, dep­
uty director of the Anhui Provincial 
Institute of Cultural Relics and 
Archaeology, and head of the project. 

A large bronze ding (an ancient 
cauldron) and more than 3,000 
exquisite artifacts, including sets of 
bronze vessels, lacquerware, musi­
cal instruments, wooden figurines 
and a great number of animal and 
plant remains have been discovered. 

Located about 15 kilometers from 
the ruins of Shouchun city, the last 
Chu capital in Huainan, the site, 
which is actually a cemetery, houses 
more than the large No 1 tomb.

This is believed to contain not just 
die king’s remains, but also a chariot 
and sacrificial pits, with smaller 
tombs accompanying the main tomb 
in an independent cemetery sur­
rounded by a moat, that occupies an 
area of about 1.5 square kilometers. 

The No 1 tomb is roughly square 
and has a tomb passage, a common 
Chu typology. “Based on our previ­
ous experience, large Chu tombs, 
while varying in level, basically 
adopt this format. This distinguish­
es them from tombs of the Qin state 
(another vassal state), which often 
have two or four tomb passages,” 
Gong says. Rulers of the Qin state 
later united China and founded the 
Qin Dynasty' (221-206 BC).

One remarkable feature of the 
tomb is the presence of 21 levels of 
inwardly recessed steps leading to 
the bottom. The overall structure 
exhibits a well-organized arrange­
ment “The construction of steps is 
also a common practice in Chu 
tombs, and typically, the higher die 
social status of the tomb’s occupant, 
the more steps are found,” Gong says. 

At the heart of the tomb lies a 
remarkable arrangement of burial 
chambers laid out in a cross shape, 
with eight side chambers surround­
ing a central chamber. “The nine- 
chamber structure represents the 
highest level of burial during that 
era. Previously, we had discovered a 
maximum of seven chambers in a 
Chu tomb,” says Xu Lianggao, a 
researcher with the Institute of

Above: A ceremonial bronze 
vessel used to contain grains, 
known as fu, unearthed from 
the site.
Left: A bronze vessel to hold 
drink or crops. 
Bottom left: A wooden 
figurine’s head. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY 

Bottom right: A bronze ding. 
an ancient Chinese cauldron, 
found at the site. 
JIANG DONG / CHINA DAILY

not excavated them. For instance, 
the Xiongjiazhong Site in Jingzhou 
is believed to be one, but only the 
chariot pits have been excavated, not 
the main tomb itself. As a result, Xu 
says tiiat Wuwangdun is the highest- 
level Chu tomb excavated to date.

The Lisangudui Site near Wuwang­
dun was plundered and damaged in 
the 1930s. From the artifacts 
retrieved, archaeologists were able to 
determine the identity of the tomb’s 
occupant, but were unable to uncover 
more detailed information about the 
damaged tomb. This led to a great 
deal of debate over the tomb and its 
construction.

Now, some of those mysteries may 
hopefully have been answered. For 
example, according to witnesses in 
the 1930s, the Lisangudui Site had 
nine burial chambers, but after they 
were destroyed, archaeologists 
could only debate how the cham­
bers might have been arranged, Xu 
says. Some believed they might have 
formed a nine-box grid, but others 
had different opinions. Now the 
Wuwangdun tomb offers a plausible 
answer, he adds.

“As a result of the new excavation, 
we have fresh insight, and it solves 
some long-standing confusion, so it 
is of great academic significance,” Xu 
says.

An experts’ symposium on May 14 
revealed that, judging from scale, 
structure, unearthed written mate­
rials and historical literature, the 
owner of the tomb is probably King 
Kaolie of Chu.

In 241 BC, King Kaolie moved the 
Chu capital eastward to Shouchun 
to distance the state from the rising 
Qin state to the west. However, 18 
years later, Shouchun was con­
quered by the Qin.

“We generally believed the relo­
cation of the Chu capital was a sign 
they were weakening,” says Xu. 
“But the scale, type, building style 
and rich funerary objects at the 
Wuwangdun Site indicate the Chu 
still possessed significant strength 
in Shouchun, thanks to its long­
standing history as a major state. 
This enhances our understanding 
of the wider political landscape just 
before the establishment of the Qin 
Dynasty.”

Zhang says the large number of 
bronze vessels unearthed show that 
Chu was still economically well-off, 
even in its last days.

“The vessels show the Chu still had 
plenty of bronze, a very important 
strategic resource at that time. This 
means Chu was still rich at the end of 
the Warring States Period,” he says. 

The understanding of the Wuw­
angdun Site is the culmination of 
decades of archaeological work on 
tombs and studies of Chu culture. 

“We first started to excavate Chu 
tombs in Changsha, Hunan prov­
ince, in the 1950s; die Jinan city 
ruins in Jingzhou, an important 
Chu capital during the early stage of 
the Warring States Period, in the 
1970s; and the Shouchun city ruins 
in the 1980s. They all deepened our 
understanding of Chu tombs,” 
Zhang says.

“Each individual archaeological 
endeavor provides us with a frag­
ment of historical information. It is 
our responsibility to connect these 
fragments from different periods 
into a comprehensive framework, to 
re-create the social landscapes of 
ancient times.”

Discoveries
Sets of bronze vessels, probably 

for ritual use, have also been found, 
among them a ding, whose diameter 
exceeds 88 centimeters, making it 
larger than die Zhuke giant bronze 
ding, and it has become the largest 
ding ever found from Chu tombs.

The Zhuke ding was unearthed at 
the Lisangudui Site, about 145 kilo­
meters from Wuwangdun and 
which is widely believed to be the 
tomb of King You of the Chu state, 
son of King Kaolie.

Archaeologists have found iron 
tools probably used in building the 
tomb. Analysis has shown them to 
be well-preserved, not corroded by

As a result of the new excavation, we 
have fresh insight, and it solves some 

long-standing confusion, so it is of great 
academic significance.”
Xu Lianggao, researcher. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Significance
The Chu features of the Wuwang­

dun tomb show the continuity of 
Chu culture, which is part of the 
Chinese civilization, according to 
Zhang.

He says the Chu tomb in the last 
Chu capital of Shouchun has features 
borrowed from the Jiangling area in 
Jingzhou, Hubei province, the area 
the Chu originally occupied, where a 
large number of tombs have been 
discovered. This means that 
although the Chu moved their capi­
tal eastward to Shouchun, more than 
600 km from Jiangling, cultural 
inheritance wasn’t interrupted.

Moreover, Zhang says that the 
Chu helped the Qin unify China, as 
their influence shaped and united 
the culture of the middle and lower 
reaches of the Yangtze River, which 
paved the way for the Qin to absorb 
the area more easily, as part of its 
unification of the country.

According to Xu, archaeologists 
have excavated nearly 10,000 Chu 
tombs so for, belonging to almost 
every level of official and aristocra­
cy, but none of them reached the lev­
el of the Wuwangdun Site.

They have found tombs that prob­
ably belong to Chu kings but have
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Clockwise from middle left: The musical uses digital art and projection 
technology to present the different phases of the murals’ restoration. Four 
representative Jataka tales depicted in the murals are merged into the production. 
The character of the traveler chances across a catalog of Dunhuang murals and 
decides to devote himself to the preservation cause.

everal years ago, stage musical 
producer Li Dun spent seven 
days visiting the Mogao Grot­
toes in Dunhuang, Northwest

China’s Gansu province, admiring the 
murals and learning about the Bud­
dhist stories depicted.

One of the Jataka tales in Buddhist 
legends — that of Prince Sattva sacri­
ficing himself to feed hungry tigers — 
moved him to tears. After a long time 
of gazing at the mural in an almost 
trance-like state, Li thought of pro­
ducing a musical centered on the heri­
tage site and those who devote their 
lives to its preservation.

“The tale of Prince Sattva embodies 
sacrifice and the great love of humani­
ty. Following this thought, the idea for 
the theme song to be titled Sacrifice 
emerged,” Li says.

“Sacrifice holds great significance 
for human societies. If we could all 
show a bit of humility and make some 
sacrifices, the world would be more 
peaceful and society would be infused 
with a touch of warmth.”

Li contacted composer San Bao 
and playwright Guan Shan, with 
whom he had collaborated in 2007 on 
the acclaimed musical Butterflies. 
They had promised to work together 
again.

The show’s development also 
involved such veteran theater practi­
tioners as director Chen Shizheng, 
dance director Jiang Yang and light­
ing designer Ren Dongsheng, as well 
as performers from theater troupes as 
the China Oriental Performing Arts 
Group. The production crew made 
field trips to Dunhuang 10 times since 
the project’s conception in 2016.

“All three of us take it extremely 
seriously. San Bao jokingly said that 
the first script that Guan Shan wrote 
would take more than three months 
to perform. I suggested that we need 
only to capture the essence and cut 
down on the script,” Li says.

Titled Flying Apsaras, the musical 
hosted concerts in 2023, presenting 
14 original songs. And from April 25 
to 27, the production premiered at 
Beijing’s Poly Theatre in its full 
splendor.

Beginning from May 1 to 12, it was 
staged at the Dunhuang Grand Thea­
ter and then at the Lanzhou Concert 
Hall from May 15 to Sunday in Gansu’s 
capital. It is also scheduled to run at 
the upcoming 18th Daegu Interna­
tional Musical Festival in South Korea 
and tour 13 Chinese cities with 50 per­
formances stalling from August.

The story is set in the 1930s and 
centers on two main characters — the 
guardian, who safeguards the murals 
from both natural disasters and 
human threats, and die traveler, who 
chances across a catalog of Dunhuang 
murals and decides to devote himself 
to the site’s preservation.

These characters are based on and 
pay tribute to the generations of 
experts who’ve dedicated their lives to 
the protection of Dunhuang culture, 
epitomized by the founding director 
of the Dunhuang Academy, Chang 
Shuhong (1904-94).

The academy dedicated to the pres­
ervation and research of Dunhuang’s 
ancient grottoes is celebrating its 
80th anniversary this year.

Scientists have recently revealed a vast 
DNA “tree of life” for flowering plants, 
which represents a pioneering step for illu­
minating Darwin’s “Abominable Mystery”. 

The study, jointly conducted by an inter­
national team of researchers from Kew Gar­
dens, the British Royal Botanic Gardens, the 
Kunming Institute of Botany of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and other institutions 
and universities, has been published in the 
journal Nature.

The flowering plant tree of life, much like 
the family tree of humans, can help demon­
strate how different species are related to 
each other. The tree of life is revealed by 
comparing DNA sequences between differ­
ent species to identify changes that accumu­
late over time, much like a molecular fossil 
record.

Researchers recently achieved avast DNA 
tree of life by bringing open access DNA 
sequences of more than 9,500 flowering 
plants together, enabling them to answer 
key questions about modern plant life and 
to delve into its origins.

One key advantage of this approach is 
its ability to sequence a wide range of 
plant material, both old and new, even in 
cases where the DNA is badly damaged. 
The vast treasure troves of dried plant 
material in the world’s herbarium collec­
tions, which include nearly 400 million 
scientific plant specimens, can now be 
studied genetically.

Using such specimens, the researchers 
sequenced a sandwort specimen (Arenaria 
globiflora) collected nearly 200 years ago in 
Nepal and, despite the poor quality of its 
DNA, were able to place it in the tree of life. 

They even analyzed extinct plants, such as 
the Guadalupe Island olive (Hesperelaea 
palmeri), which has not been seen alive 
since 1875. In fact, 511 of the species 
sequenced are already facing the threat of 
extinction, according to the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature Red List, 
including three more like Hesperelaea that 
are already extinct.

Of the 9,506 species sequenced for this 
study, over 3,400 were derived from materi­
al sourced from 163 herbaria in 48 coun­
tries, with additional material from plant 
collections around the world, such as DNA 
banks, seeds and living collections.

Among the species sequenced, more than 
800 had never had their DNA sequenced 
before. This sequencing was essential to fill 
in important knowledge gaps and shed new 
light on the evolutionary history of flower­
ing plants. The researchers also benefited 
from publicly available data for more than 
1,900 species, highlighting the value of the 
open science approach to future genomic 
research.

Flowering plants originated over 140 mil­
lion years ago, after which they rapidly over­
took other vascular plants. Darwin was 
puzzled by the seemingly sudden appear­
ance of such diversity in the fossil record 
and wrote: “The rapid development, as far 
as we can judge, of all the higher plants 
within recent geological times, is an abomi­
nable mystery”

Using 200 fossils, the researchers traced 
their tree of life back in time to show how 
flowering plants evolved over geological 
time. They found that early flowering plants 
did indeed explode in diversity, as Darwin 
noted. The rapid development of these 
plants gave rise, shortly after their origin, to 
over 80 percent of the major lineages that 
exist today.

However, this trend then declined to a 
more stable rate for the next 100 million 
years, until another surge in diversification 
occurred about 40 million years ago, coin­
ciding with a global drop in temperature.

These new findings would have fascinat­
ed Darwin and will surely help today’s scien­
tists as they grapple with the challenges of 
understanding how and why species diver­
sify.

The flowering plant tree of life has enor­
mous potential for biodiversity research. 
This is because, just as one can predict the 
properties of an element based on its posi­
tion in the periodic table, the location of a 
species in the tree of life allows researchers 
to predict its properties. The new data will 
therefore be invaluable in advancing many 
areas of science and beyond.

To make this possible, the tree and all its 
underlying data have been made openly and 
freely available to both the public and the 
scientific community, including through the 
Kew Tree of Life Explorer. The researchers 
believe that such open access is key to dem­
ocratizing access to scientific data around 
the world.

Open access will also help scientists fully 
harness the potential of the data. For 
instance, they can combine it witli Al to pre­
dict which plant species may contain mole­
cules with medicinal potential. Similarly, 
the tree of life can be used to better under­
stand and predict how pests and diseases 
will affect plants in the future.

Ultimately, the researchers note, the 
applications of this data will be driven by 
the ingenuity of the scientists who access it.
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Above: The Flying Apsaras musical premiered at Beijing's Poly Theatre from April 25 to 27. Below: The story is set in the 1930s and centers on two main characters
dedicated to the preservation of the Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang, Northwest China’s Gansu province, photos provided to china daily
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Back in 1935, Chang was studying 
oil painting in Paris, where he stum­
bled upon a photo collection of Dun­
huang murals and statues. He was 
awed by their artistry and con­
cerned about their protection, so he 
went to Dunhuang where he spent 
four decades working to preserve its 
heritage.

According to the musical’s director, 
Chen Shizheng, the show’s core lies in 
exploring the brilliance of human 
nature and magnitude of human 
emotions.

“The guardian remains at the caves 
out of her love for Dunhuang and the 
traveler mshes from Paris to pursue 
Dunhuang’s art. Both are chasing 
their dreams, which is an intangible 
concept,” Chen says.

The production extensively 
employs digital art and projection 
technology to convey this. Some 
scenes feature projections from three 
angles to generate a sense of perspec­
tive and depict the murals before, 
during and after restoration.

“For example, the guardian lives in 
one of tiie caves. Through the use of 
projection, the audience can see the 
cave, the mural, the scaffolding set up 
to restore it, and the oil lamp and 
makeshift bed where she sleeps,” 
Chen says.

“This contrasts the toil of the pre­
servers with the sublimity of the 
murals, allowing the audience to 
understand the relationship between 
art and humanity)’

Including the Prince Sattva story, 
the musical incorporates four repre­
sentative Jataka tales that intertwine 
with the main storyline that demon­
strate Dunhuang culture and pro­
mote the virtue of benevolence.

“Guan Shan ingeniously integrates 
four Jataka tales by having the male 
and female protagonists play the roles 
within these tales, so that the desti­
nies of the traveler and the guardian 
are closely connected with the charac­
ters on Dunhuang murals. It’s a con­
temporary way of presenting ancient 
myths,” Chen says.

The choreography merges dance 
styles from various regions and eras, 
as Dunhuang was a pivotal inter­
change on the ancient Silk Road, serv­
ing as a hub for commerce and 
cultural exchanges between the East 
and tiie West.

“Because this musical is about the 
authenticity, goodness and beauty 
found in our profound Chinese tradi­
tional culture, I drew inspiration from 
tradition and incorporated the 
expressive movements of traditional 
dance styles, such as the gestures of 
the flying apsaras. But I innovated 
upon them by also integrating con­
temporary genres, including ballet 
and tap,” dance director Jiang Yang 
says.

“Every member of our production 
crew hopes that this musical is some­
thing different — something brand 
new — that can serve as a valuable 
addition to China’s original musicals 
and that audiences from all over the 
world can feel the depth and scope of 
traditional Chinese culture from it.”
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strengthens cultural ties
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Tanzania promotes heritage, beauty to attract Chinese tourists
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Tanzanian people and the fascinat­
ing culture.

Joseph Barnabas Munanka start­
ed his tourism business two years 
ago and has received hundreds of 
Chinese travelers to Tanzania.
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be stepped up to develop Tanzani­
an cultural and tourism products 
for more consumers.

Kairuki says that the Chinese 
market is vast, and the Tanzanian 
side is looking forward to strength­
ening cooperation with China’s 
tourism enterprises.

She expects more cooperation 
with CYTS in areas such as exhibi­
tion services, hotel investment, 
comprehensive tourism services, 
product design and entertainment. 

Last year, Tanzanian authorities 
announced that they had identified 
China as one of the country’s new 
strategic tourism markets.

With the newly identified mar­
kets, Tanzania is likely to meet its 
target of attracting 5 million inter­
national tourists by 2025, according 
to Thereza Mugobi, director of tour­
ism at the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Tourism.

According to Kairuki, the Tanza­
nian government is taking meas­
ures aimed at promoting Tanzania’s 
tourism industry on the global map. 

The tourism industry in Tanzania 
contributes 25 percent of foreign 
exchange earnings and 17.5 percent 
of gross domestic product, accord­
ing to her.

■V

“They love the culture, nature and 
animals there,” he says.

He was exporting Chinese goods 
to Tanzania and many of his Chinese 
customers started to inquire about 
traveling to Tanzania.

“That was when I sensed the 
opportunities,” he says.

He expects the number of his cus­
tomers to double and even triple 
this year, driven bj' the bilateral cul­
ture and tourism year.

Before the opening ceremony, 
Kairuki led a delegation to the Bei­
jing-based China CYTS Tours and 
talked to Xu Xi, a senior official with 
the tour company.

Both sides had in-depth discus­
sions on further deepening cultural 
and tourism cooperation between 
China and Tanzania.

Xu says Tanzania’s rich tourism 
resources and friendship with China 
have made it a popular destination 
among Chinese travelers.

He stresses that tourism, as an 
important means of public diplo­
macy, plays a significant role in 
international communication and 
cultural exchange. He proposes 
that cooperation in fields such as 
smart tourism with Tanzania 
should be strengthened and efforts

A gala featuring traditional Tan­
zanian music, dancing and acrobat­
ics, along with a tourism 
documentary, impressed an audi­
ence that packed the China National 
Opera House in Beijing on May 15. 

The gala opened the 2024 China- 
Tanzania Culture and Tourism 
Year, and celebrated the 60th anni­
versary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the 
countries.

Sun Yeli, China’s minister of cul­
ture and tourism, Angellah Kairuki, 
Tanzania’s minister of natural 
resources and tourism, and Khamis 
Omar, Tanzanian ambassador to 
China, attended the opening cere­
mony and delivered speeches.

“These have been six wonderful 
decades, strengthening the bonds 
between the two friendly countries,” 
Omar said at the event.

In 2022, President Xi Jinping and 
Tanzanian President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan — in China for a state visit— 
jointly announced the upgrading of 
the countries’ ties to a comprehen­
sive strategic partnership to boost 
all-around cooperation and set an

Top: A toast is raised at the 2024 award ceremony of Hand of 
Wisdom, a Sino-French handicraft exchange program, held on April
20. Above: A chair from Hua Yong's New-Chi furniture series 
centers around octagonal shapes. Right: The World via a Fish-Eye 
standing cabinet by Hua adopts the eggshell inlay technique. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Tanzanian artists perform at the opening of the China-Tanzania 
Culture and Tourism Year in Beijing on May 15. provided to china daily

In 2016, Hua visited straw mar­
quetry, lacquer and fine wood furni­
ture workshops in Paris. She was 
amazed by the French artisans’ 
application of design and color, as 
well as the seamless integration of 
craftsmanship with contemporary 
lifestyles.

Inspired by her observations, she 
lias adopted diverse materials and 
intangible cultural heritage tech­
niques into her woodworking 
designs to create an interplay of col­
ors and textures, breaking away from 
the stereotypical solemn impression 
of traditional mahogany furniture 
among the younger generation.

According to the exchange pro­
gram’s regulations, the award-win­
ners are granted a prize and a two- 
month residency at the artist-in- 
residence complex, the 
International City of the Arts in Par­
is, and one week in Cognac, south­
western France.

During their stay in Paris, they 
will host a studio open day or salon 
exhibition and later will host a solo 
exhibition at the Yishu 8 space in 
Beijing.

“I believe the residency will be a 
journey of endless possibilities. I 
hope to visit sculptors and archi­
tects who will enlighten me to think 
and create from a broader perspec­
tive, and transform philosophical 
thinking into tangible usage,” Hua 
adds.

“For my solo exhibition, I wall 
experiment with more geometric 
expressions but still incorporate the 
essence of traditional Chinese cul­
ture into the details. In addition to 
wooden furniture and furnishings, 
I’d like to explore my interest in cre­
ating everyday ornaments.”

experience the rich and diverse 
landscapes in Tanzania,” Kairuki 
says.

In addition to natural wonders, 
she says Chinese visitors will be in 
for a treat from the friendliness of

fter graduating from 
Tsinghua University’s 
Academy of Arts and 

. Design, Hua Yong arrived 
in Nantong, Jiangsu province, in 
2008 to follow her passion for tradi­
tional Chinese handicrafts by study­
ing woodworking.

There, she learned hands-on skills 
from veteran artisans and visited 
collectors of wooden furniture, delv­
ing deeper into the structures of 
antique pieces and the wisdom 
behind traditional Chinese wood­
working craftsmanship.

“For ancient Chinese, objects 
were considered carriers of wisdom. 
Because the users would constantly 
interact with them, the selection of 
materials followed a certain pattern, 
allowing the objects to exhibit vitali- 
ty over time,” Hua says.

“Wood, for example, can develop 
patina over time, resulting in a fine, 
smooth texture when it’s touched, 
which can instantly bring people 
and objects closer to each other.”

The 41-year-old artisan now owns 
a woodworking brand that aims to 
bring traditional Chinese furniture 
back as a part of contemporary life 
— a quiet companion for everyday 
use, with philosophical connota­
tions that nurture people from afar. 

Her efforts were recognized on 
April 20 with the Hand of Wisdom 
prize, a Sino-French crafts exchange 
program.

Founded in 2019 by the Golden 
Phoenix Science and Art Fund, and 
Yishu 8 Association, an art platform 
that boosts Sino-French cultural 
exchange, and sponsored by Flench 
cognac brand Hennessy since 2020, 
the program annually highlights a 
genre of craftsmanship and selects a 
Chinese artisan as the winner.

Following the previous years’ 
themes of felt, metal and lacquer, 
this year’s program highlighted 
woodworking. The nomination and 
selection process began in January, 
with 19 nominated artists and three 
shoit-listed by a jury comprised of 
Chinese and French art experts and 
professors.

“I like the idea of a cultural route 
between China and France having 
mutual enrichment. There is no bet­
ter way to learn than by immersing 
yourself in a different culture — 
that’s naturally how we began spon­
soring the Yishu 8,” says Laurent 
Boillot, CEO of Hennessy.

“We are not selecting the themes 
of the program. We follow Yishu 8’s 
decisions. But I think we’ll cover all 
the handicrafts that exist in China 
one after another. I hope to see great 
works in other forms and that the 
program will continue to feature the 
bridge between craftsmanship and 
creation.”

Hua says that at the award cere­
mony on April 20, when Boillot 
announced that she won, she felt a 
bit dazed.

“On the 60th anniversary of 
China-France diplomatic ties, as 
an artisan of the new era, I’m very 
honored to be granted the Hand 
of Wisdom prize,” she says. 

“I look forward to seeing new vital­
ity injected into traditional Chinese 
craftsmanship, embodied by the 
medium of wood, through Sino- 
French exchanges. I also hope that 
handicrafts, as a language unre­
strained by borders, will translate 
ancient Eastern wisdom into con­
temporary life through design.”

example for China-Africa relations 
in the new era.

“They also decided that with the 
60th anniversary of diplomatic rela­
tions, 2024 is the year of culture and 
tourism between China and Tanza­
nia,” Omar says.

In addition to the singing and 
dancing that highlighted distinc­
tive Tanzanian culture and histo­
ry, as well as friendly exchanges 
between the two countries, the 
premiere of the 25-minute docu­
mentary, Amazing Tanzania, gave 
the audience an insight into the 
beauty of the East African country 
known for its vast natural and cul­
tural heritage, aiming to promote 
Tanzanian tourism resources to 
Chinese audiences.

Under the guidance of Tanzanian 
President Hassan and Zanzibar 
President Hussein Mwinyi, 
renowned Chinese actor Jin Dong 
embarked on a captivating journey 
exploring the diverse attractions of 
Tanzania, including the pristine 
Zanzibar’ Island, Africa’s highest 
mountain Kilimanjaro and the 
thriving wildlife of Serengeti 
National Park.

“I would like to invite Chinese 
tourists to Tanzania, so they can

I look forward to 
seeing new vitality 
injected into 
traditional Chinese 
craftsmanship, 
embodied by the 
medium of wood, 
through Sino-French 
exchanges.”
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Hua Yong wins recognition with Sino-French 
crafts exchange program award, Cheng Yuezhu reports.
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