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Xi stresses efforts to deepen reforms
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NATIONAL VISION, LOCAL ACTION

Hebei deepens opening-up to drive high-quality development
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By CHEN MEILING in Beijing and 

ZHANG YU in Shijiazhuang

By WANG XIAOYU in Beijing, 

ZHU XINGXIN in Taiyuan 

and ZHAO RUINAN in Nanchang

China’s contribution toward 
sustainable growth in the world 
encompasses a transformative 
journey that illuminates a path of 
progress for nations across the 
globe. Yet the manufacturing and 
fanning of allegations about Chi­
na’s industrial “overcapacity” por­
tends the opposite trend of over­
protectionism by some advanced 
economies.

For decades China struggled to 
modernize its industries and agri­
culture. Today it has ascended the 
value chain and reshaped global 
supply chains. It has grown into a 
manufacturing powerhouse that 
has harnessed the potential of 
intermediate goods trade and 
expanded its trade footprint to 
solidify its position as a global 
trading giant.

By fostering the development of 
primary manufacturing industries 
in partner countries, China is forg­
ing stronger ties and unlocking 
new avenues for mutual prosperity, 
bringing opportunities not only to 
the developing countries but also 
to capital-rich advanced econo­
mies. With its steadfast commit­
ment to international 
development, China stands poised 
to enhance the collective well-be­
ing of humanity and foster a global 
community with a shared future. 

China has taken proactive steps 
to share its manufacturing capacity 
and expertise with other nations 
through projects aimed at improv­
ing people’s livelihoods. China has 
assisted numerous developing 
countries in implementing approxi­
mately 6,000 projects focused on 
livelihood improvement, effectively 
enhancing the local capacity for 
sustainable development. 

China lias emerged as an unpar­
alleled epicenter of economic 
dynamism, transitioning from a 
mere potential market to the most 
robust and accessible market 
worldwide. This transformation 
can be seen in the immense num­
ber of Chinese goods and products 
reaching global markets so rapidly 
in the 21st century.

In the era of rapid scientific and 
technological advancement and 
globalization, characterized by 
easy access to commerce, acceler­
ated capital flows, and the integra­
tion of knowledge and ideas on a 
global scale, China brings its inno­
vation, harmony, ideas and export 
technologies to countries for new 
quality growth, offering a beacon 
of hope and optimism for a sus­
tainable future across the world. 

Moreover, the advent of digitali­
zation has emerged as a trans­
formative force in driving global 
economic progress, with China at 
the forefront of technological

Contact the writers at
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President Xi Jinping stressed on 
Thursday the importance of further 
deepening reform across the board 
as China is striving to build a mod­
em socialist country in all respects 
and advance the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation.

Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman 
of the Central Military Commis­
sion, made the remarks at a sympo­
sium in Jinan, Shandong province, 
to solicit opinions from representa­
tives of both domestic and interna­
tional businesses and academia.

Xi said that efforts must be cen­
tered on prioritizing the key tasks, 
upholding fundamental principles 
and strengthening coordination 
among different reform measures. 

Noting that the ultimate goal of 
promoting reforms and development 
is to meet the people’s aspirations for 
a better life, Xi said that reform meas­
ures must take into consideration the 
overall, fundamental and long-term 
interests of the people.

He urged efforts to address the 
pressing concerns of the people in 
areas such as employment, income, 
education, healthcare, housing, 
and child and elderly care, as well 
as their overall well-being.

The symposium was held ahead 
of the third plenary session of the 
20th CPC Central Committee to be 
held in Beijing in July, which will 
primarily study issues concerning 
further comprehensively deepen­
ing reform and advancing Chinese 
modernization.

Nine representatives and experts 
spoke at the symposium, offering 
opinions and suggestions on devel­
oping venture capital investment, 
upgrading traditional industries,

good fortune,” she said. “Besides, 
my zodiac sign of rooster is the 
most compatible with either the 
dragon or the tiger.”

Ma initially wanted her first child 
to be a tiger baby born in 2022, but 
the COVID-19 pandemic postponed 
her birth plans.

“I was infected twice during the 
pandemic and I did not dare take

the Dragon, which started on Feb 10. 
“Of the 12 animal signs of the 

Chinese zodiac, my favorites are 
the dragon and the pig because 
they symbolize success, wealth and

ByMOJINGXI

mojingm@chinadaily.com.cn

hen she began her in 
vitro fertility treatment 
at a hospital in Jiangsu 

province last year, Ma Li chose the 
time carefully to try to ensure her 
baby would be born in the Year of
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DRAGON YEAR EXPECTED TO GIVE 
‘BABYBUMP’ TO FALLING BIRTHRATE

relocation policies, optimize insti­
tutional mechanisms, and exten­
sively attract domestic and 
foreign participants and capital to 
participate in its construction and 
development, striving to build it 
into a high-level modern city.”

As of now, the number of institu­
tions transferred from Beijing and 
Tianjin to Hebei exceeds 40,000. 
Since last year, there has been a his­
toric breakthrough in die introduc­
tion of second- and third-tier 
subsidiaries of State-owned enter­
prises from Beijing, driving both 
industry and employment growth, 
Ni said.

The province also established 
platforms for the matching of 
technology, industry and finance, 
to accelerate incubation of tech­
nological achievements and their 
application in the market, he 
added.

At the same time, all necessary 
reforms must proceed without hes­
itation, he said.

Noting that coordination should 
be enhanced so that all reform 
measures are well-aligned and 
form synergy, Xi said that efforts 
must be taken to avoid focusing on 
one single measure to the detri­
ment of others or letting one meas­
ure impede another.

Reform needs to focus on plan­
ning, but the implementation is more 
important, Xi said, calling on author­
ities to carry out reform with a tena­
cious spirit and in a steady way.

improving the corporate govern­
ance of private enterprises and 
optimizing the business environ­
ment for foreign enterprises.

Xi told the participants that every 
time the CPC Central Committee 
makes major decisions or formulates 
important documents, it conducts 
in-depth research and widely solicits 
opinions from various sectors.

This is an established practice 
and fine tradition of the Party, he 
said, urging relevant authorities to 
seriously study the solicited opin­
ions and suggestions.

Reform is the driving force for

logistics channel.
Last year, Hebei reached agree­

ments for investments totaling 
$480 million with countries 
involved in the BRI, accounting for 
38.1 percent of the province’s total 
outbound investment

“In the future, we will further 
comprehensively deepen reforms, 
promote high-level opening-up, 
accelerate the construction of a 
strong economy and a beautiful 
Hebei, and strive to compose a 
chapter in the modernization of 
China with a Hebei perspective,” 
Ni said.

Under the country’s move to 
promote the integrated develop­
ment of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei 
region, the Xiong’an New Area in 
Hebei is a major recipient of non­
capital functions from Beijing.

“Xiong’an New Area has 
entered a phase of large-scale con­
struction and is undertaking non­
capital functions from Beijing,” Ni 
said. “We will further improve

Ultimate goal is to 
meet people’s need 
for better life, he says

To improve the socialist market 
economy, Xi said that reform must 
originate from real needs and 
address the most urgent issues. He 
also called for efforts to deepen 
theoretical innovation and pro­
mote institutional innovation dur­
ing the process of solving practical 
problems.

Xi said that no matter how 
reform is carried out, the uphold­
ing of fundamental principles, 
such as the overall leadership of the 
Party and the path of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics, must 
never waver.

---------------♦-----------------

Experts warn, however, long-term population decline will continue in China

If.

Hebei province is deepening 
opening-up by promoting foreign 
trade and outbound investment, as 
well as by more deeply participat­
ing in the Belt and Road Initiative, 
on its path to high-quality develop­
ment, according to Ni Yuefeng, sec­
retary of the Hebei Provincial 
Committee of the Communist Party 
of China.

The province has a coastline 
stretching 487 kilometers, with the 
three coastal cities — Qinhuang- 
dao, Tangshan and Cangzhou — 
serving as hubs of the Circum-Bo- 
hai Sea region linking Northeast 
Asia.

Hebei has unique geographical 
advantages and convenient mari­
time transportation, with favorable 
conditions for developing an out- 
ward-oriented economy.

The cargo throughput of Tang­
shan Port exceeded 800 million

the risk when it comes to having a 
baby” said the 31-year-old.

The number of newborns in China 
has been felling for seven consecu­
tive years, but this year a ‘baby 
bump’ is expected as mothers like 
Ma are eager to give birth to children 
with an auspicious zodiac sign.

www.chinadailyglobal.com
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Sustainable farming shows the
way to a bright future in Hungary

Hebei’s imports and exports 
increased 7.4 percent last year 
and 15 percent in the first quarter 
of this year. Exports of new ener­
gy vehicles, lithium batteries and 
photovoltaic products increased 
rapidly.

Major cooperative projects have 
been carried out between Hebei 
and regions participating in the 
BRI.

Hebei Iron and Steel Group Co, 
one of the world’s largest steel­
makers, purchased Smederevo 
Steel Plant in Serbia in 2016, turn­
ing it from a loss-making compa­
ny to a profitable one, and 
securing more than 5,000 jobs.

This year, Wu’an Xinfeng Circu­
lar Economy Industrial Investment 
Development Co signed a contract 
for a 2-million-ton hot-rolled coil 
project in Egypt

In April, the China-Europe 
freight train that departed from 
Shijiazhuang arrived in Belgrade, 
Serbia, establishing a major land

93-year-old. recalls protection of 
the Mogao grottoes in Dunhuang 
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metric tons for 
the first time in 
2023 and 
exceeded 200 
million tons in 
the first quarter 
of this year, 
ranking second 
in the world. 

Hebei has
added 10 new domestic container 
trade routes and four foreign trade 
routes since last year, opening 
routes to the Russian Far East, Viet­
nam and Thailand.

“We will solidly promote the 
transformation and upgrading of 
ports and the integration of 
resources, as well as expand 
domestic and international trade 
routes,” Ni said.

“In addition, based on platforms 
such as development zones, free 
trade zones and comprehensive 
bonded zones, we’ve taken meas­
ures to make customs clearance 
quicker and more convenient.”

development, Xi said. He noted that 
to further deepen reform on all 
fronts, efforts should be focused on 
the overarching goals of improving 
and developing the socialist system 
with Chinese characteristics, and 
modernizing China’s governance 
system and capacity.

Xi also stressed the need to take 
resolute steps to remove the ideo­
logical and institutional barriers 
hindering the advancement of 
Chinese modernization, and 
strengthen efforts to resolve deep- 
seated institutional challenges 
and structural issues.

■Wilrfch

President Xi Jinping interacts with workers of Rizhao Port on Wednesday during a visit to Rizhao in Shandong province. He inspected the port
and learnt about local efforts to promote the port’s smart and green development, jupeng/xinhua

Specialists 
shrug off talk 
of overcapacity
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Babies: ‘Auspicious’ births an
uptick in downward trend
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Zhang added that more than 70 
percent of babies are a mother’s first 
child, while second children make 
up over 20 percent

Jiang, the obstetrician in Beijing, 
said that the proportion of high-risk 
pregnant women — those aged 35 or 
older with high blood pressure, ele­
vated blood sugar levels, and other 
existing illnesses — is on the rise. 

“The most significant change lies 
in the number of pregnant women 
aged above 40. This morning alone, 
I received five such cases,” he added. 

Shen Haiping, deputy director of 
die National Health Commission’s 
Department of Maternal and Child 
health, said at a recent news confer­
ence that more efforts will be made to 
carry out pregnancy risk assessments 
and categorize and manage pregnant 
women based on their risk levels.

She added it is important to for­
mulate individual treatment plans 
for at-risk pregnant women.

ebrate the births of the earliest drag­
on babies coming here,” Ma said.

However, she also believes that 
China’s birthrate will continue to 
decline in the long run. ‘The focus of 
our business in the future will be 
probably serving a smaller number 
of clients with higher quality send­
ees,” she said.

ond-child policy. Shanxi province 
recorded 400,000 newborns that 
year, almost double the number' for 
2023, data shows.

“This year’s total number of new­
borns across the province is estimat­
ed to be higher at around 210,000... 
we are already seeing a rise in preg­
nant women confirmed through 
pregnancy tests,” she said. ‘To cope 
with the increase, we have stepped 
up training of medical personnel 
and launched remote diagnosis 
platforms to boost our services.”

Zhang Jianlin, manager of the Tai­
yuan Chimei Postpartum Center in 
Taiyuan, Shanxi, said the center has 
seen a surge in requests so far this 
year. “Our fecility has 28 villas and 150 
suites. From January to March, our 
beds were completely full” he said.

Ma Xiaobei, head of the Laikang 
Maternal and Child Care Center in 
Langfang, Hebei province, said that 
the facility is almost fully booked 
until the end of this year, prompting 
it to start providing home services. 

“Expectant mothers usually make 
reservations six months ahead of 
their due date,” she said. “During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we seldom saw 
full bookings for an entire month, 
but this year is different. The volume 
of orders has gone up by 30 percent 
compared with the previous year.”

She said many couples consider it 
auspicious to have a dragon baby this 
year. “The center held an event to cel-

■  •
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The end of the pandemic and a 
rebound in new marriage registra­
tions for 2023 could further boost 
die country’s birthrate, experts said. 

“Chinese people have a strong 
preference for zodiac signs, and we 
saw a small baby boom in the previ­
ous Year of the Dragon in 2012,” said 
Zhai Zhenwu, president of the Chi­
na Population Association.

The number of newborns in 2012 
topped 19.7 million, compared witii 
around 17.8 million for the year 
before it and the one after, accord­
ing to National Bureau of Statistics 
data. “The birthrate for 2024 is 
expected to increase,” Zhai said.

However, despite slight changes 
in yearly fertility rates, China’s total 
population will keep trending 
downward at a mild pace, experts 
said. Last year, the nation recorded 
the second consecutive annual 
decline in its total population.

“The Year of the Dragon and the 
end of COVID-19 will probably ease 
die decline for 2024, but the die is 
cast in terms of die nation’s total 
population felling in die long run,” 
said Yuan Xin, a demography profes­
sor at Nankai University in Tianjin. 

Delays in getting married and 
having children, coupled with an 
unwillingness to have babies due to 
die pressure of raising children, are 
important factors contributing to 
decreasing fertility rates.

Obstetricians said the increase in 
the age of new mothers means more 
efforts are needed to improve treat­
ment for high-risk mothers and 
newborns. Meanwhile, demogra­
phers have suggested accelerating 
efforts to build systems to support 
fertility, and reducing the costs of 
raising and educating children. This 
will enable families to better cope, 
and also help achieve an appropri­
ate national fertility rate.

during pregnancy and preventing 
birth defects are of great signifi­
cance as die nation has highlighted 
the high-quality development of the 
population.

“It is important to determine 
whetiier a child might be born rath 
defects early in the pregnancy 
through comprehensive tests. With 
the declining birthrates these days, it 
is even more important to ensure that 
each baby born is healthy?’ she said.

Ji Yong, head of the hospital’s neo­
natal intensive care unit, said that 
nearly all babies in the province 
born in critical condition are sent to 
die fecility for treatment.

“Unlike adults, infants cannot 
express their discomfort and can 
only cry,” she said.

“It is crucial for us to provide 
meticulous management, special 
care in incubators, and create a 
womb-like environment for babies. 
We weigh them daily, measure their 
length weekly and monitor tiieir 
medication intake and physical con­
dition every 12 hours,” she said.

Zhang Yanling, head of die obstet­
rics department at Shanxi Provin­
cial People’s Hospital, said that the 
majority of mothers giving birth at 
the hospital are aged 30 to 35. 

“At our hospital, we rarely see 
pregnant mothers aged 20 to 25. 
Those aged 25 to 30 make up around 
35 percent, and those aged 30 to 40 
account for 43 percent,” she said.

Older mothers
The average marriage age of 

women rose from 22 years in die 
1980s to 26.3 in 2020, official data 
shows. Women are also giving birth 

Medical staff take care of "dragon babies" at the provincial maternal and child health hospital in Lanzhou, Gansu province, on Feb 28. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Left: A nurse takes a 
newborn baby out of 
the delivery room at a 
hospital in Ulanqab, 

Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region, 

on Feb 10. 
LIAN ZHEN/XINHUA 

Right: Li Xing (cen­
ter), mother of trip­

lets, holds her babies 
with her parents 

at their community in 
Taiyuan, Shanxi 

province, on April 14. 
ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY

Roaring numbers
Some hospitals have already 

repoited marked increases in treat­
ment of pregnant women and 
babies being delivered since late last 
year. Nannies and postpartum cen­
ters are receiving a growing number 
of inquiries and operating at almost 
full capacity.

Jiang Haili, an obstetrician at Bei­
jing Obstetrics and Gynecology Hos­
pital affiliated to Capital Medical 
University, said that the number of 
newborns in their maternity ward has 
been climbing since last November. 

“Nowadays, we deliver around 15 to 
20 babies each day, or about 600 each 
month, compared witii 400 during 
the low period of last year,” he said.

“I tiiink die rise has a lot to do with 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” Jiang said, 
adding that many couples were hesi­
tant about having a baby during the 
outbreak due to concerns about the 
virus’ impact on pregnant women 
and the health of newborns.

“Besides that, we have seen the 
launch of the third-child policy and 
a series of new measures to support 
births in recent years, such as the 
inclusion of fertility treatments in 
medical insurance programs in 
some regions,” he said. “The dragon 
zodiac sign is also associated with 
many positive blessings and many 
couples are fond of dragon babies.” 

During the most recent peak in 
die number of newborns in 2016 — 
when China implemented the sec­
ond-child policy that allows all cou­
ples to have two children, the ward 
saw about 15,000 to 17,000 new 
births a year, he said.

“Our maternity ward is still fully 
equipped with over 80 medical per­
sonnel as it was during the peak, so 
handling the slight rise in new 
births this year presents no challen­
ges,” he said.

Kang Wenjuan, president of the 
Children’s Hospital of Shanxi, 
Shanxi province, said the current 
situation was similar to 2017 when 
there was a bump in new births in 
die year after die rollout of die sec­

Medical staff including Kang Wenjuan (center), president of Shanxi 
Children’s Hospital, and Ji Yong (left), head of the hospital’s neonatal 
intensive care unit, visit the babies in the neonatal intensive care unit 
in Taiyuan, Shanxi province, on March 29. zhu xingxin / china daily

to their first child later in life, at the 
average age of 27.2.

“My observation is that women 
usually have their first baby at 
around 30 years of age. The number 
of second children is rising, but we 
seldom see women hating a third 
child,” said Kang, the hospital presi­
dent in Shanxi.

“Mothers who give birth a second 
time are usually older compared to 
first-timers, which also poses chal­
lenges for doctors to ensure their 
safety,” she said.

Kang said guaranteeing safety 

J

J®

‘Compensatory newborns’
The fertility plans of women of 

childbearing age in China have 
remained unchanged despite the 
announcement of the third-child 
policy, according to a study released 
in January by the China Population 
and Development Research Center 
and Chinese Academy of Social Sci­
ences’ Institute for Population and 
Labor Economics.

The effects of die second-child 
policy are also waning, the research­
ers found.

“Due to the COVID-19 pandemic’s 
suppression of fertility from 2020 to 
2022, it is estimated that there will 
be a certain number of compensato­
ry childbirths from 2023 to 2025, 
and a slight rebound in the fertility 
rate and the number of newborns,” 
it said. “But the dominant trend of 
delaying first marriages and child­
birth rail continue.”

The number of “compensatory 
newborns” — those born to families 
who postponed having children due 
to the outbreak — is expected to be no 
more than 2 million in total, it added. 

Policymakers should focus on the 
growing average age of people tying 
die knot and having children for the 
first time, as well as die rising num­
ber of women who never get married 
and choose to never have children.

A lack of robust fertility suppor­
tive policies, delays in first marria­
ges and first childbirths, along with 
women choosing to remain single 
and childless “will have a major 
impact on fertility levels in the 
future,” the study said.

Declining birthrates are affecting 
many countries around the world, 
He Dan, director of the China Popu­
lation and Development Research 
Center, said in a signed article in 
March. In 45 countries and regions, 
fertility rates had dropped to below 
1.5 by 2021, while the rate in China 
dropped to an extremely low level 
during the pandemic, she said.

The number of children tiiat 
women of childbearing age consid­
ered ideal was 1.86 in 2022, which 
was 0.7 higher than the actual fertili­
ty rate, He said. Difficulties in their 
lives, unsure expectations for the 
future, changing social norms on 
the value of families to contempo­
rary society, and a tendency among 
couples to take a wait-and-see atti­
tude toward childbearing, account­
ed for “80 percent of these unmet 
fertility intentions” she said.

China has launched a string of 
measures to encourage births, but it 
will take time for die effects to show 
and existing measures are insuffi­
cient to meet public expectations, He 
said. She suggested improving basic 
services in fertility insurance, infant 
care and nursery care to help couples 
strike a balance between career 
development and building a family. 
Reforms in education, housing and 
healthcare also need to be advanced 
to reduce child care costs, He added.

ir
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Left: Han Yuanhui (left) and her husband Ren Jinliang take care of their newborn baby in the obstetrics and gynecology ward of Shanxi 
Provincial People's Hospital on March 29. Right: Pregnant women use yoga balls for prenatal training at a maternity and postpartum center 
in Taiyuan, on April 13. photos by zhu xingxin / china daily
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By WANG KEJU in Xiamen, Fujian, 

and WANG QINGYUN in Beijing

innovation such as artificial intel­
ligence, quantum computing and 
new energy. And the varied new 
energy vehicles it is releasing to 
the world are timely and much 
needed contributions to the global 
fight against climate change that 
should be welcomed rather than 
impeded.

China is spearheading the devel­
opment of digital infrastructure in 
partner countries, laying the 
groundwork for a more intercon­
nected global digital ecosystem and 
thus also championing South-South 
digital cooperation as a catalyst for 
sustainable development. With a 

footprint spanning over 140 coun­
tries and regions, China has facili­
tated unparalleled levels of 
commerce and serves as a catalyst 
for bolstering cross-border e-com- 
merce, industrial and supply chain 
integration worldwide. 

Furthermore, China’s commit­
ment to promoting well-being in 
developing countries, particularly 
the least developed among them, 
underscores its role as a responsible 
global stakeholder. Through its 
development programs in areas 
such as food security, disaster relief, 
education and healthcare, China 
helps out in these areas to foster 
resilience in the global economy. 

Through initiatives such as the

Belt and Road Initiative, which was 
established in 2013 to foster inter­
national economic cooperation, 
China has been offering immense 
opportunities for all countries and 
facilitating close economic ties with 
numerous countries, driving invest­
ments, trade and cooperation 
across regions.

China’s endeavors to upgrade 
transportation infrastructure under

BRI play a crucial role in global 
development, as the country has 
established and constructed infra­
structure projects such as railways 
and roads with over 100 countries 
and regions worldwide, fostering 
stronger global connections and 
increasing trade. The expansion of 
China-Europe freight routes and 
vast networks of highways and port 
projects among countries propels 
global economic recovery and 
stands as a beacon of hope in an 
increasingly interconnected world. 

With investments reaching up to 
$1 trillion and the signing of over
3,000 cooperation projects, the BRI 
has fostered economic progress 
across the world by promoting eco­

nomic cooperation and develop­
ment on a monumental scale. Con­
trary to empty checks issued 
occasionally by some Group of Sev­
en economy leaders to the develop­
ing South, BRI cooperation has 
yielded tangible benefits, bolstering 
economic globalization and 
enhancing the global governance 
system aimed at safeguarding our 
shared planet and fostering a 
brighter, more prosperous future 
for all. This initiative sets a new tra­
jectory' for modernization and 
actively promotes the vision of a 
global community of shared future 
with fruits of happiness.

China’s commitment to multilat­
eral cooperation and global respon­

Ihe author is Executive Director, 
Pakistan Research Center for a 
Community with Shared Future 
(PRCCSF), Islamabad. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of Chi­
na Daily.

sibility is evident in its active 
engagement in the global commu­
nity, demonstrating its determina­
tion and dedication to advancing 
global dialogue, peace, and cooper­
ation despite increasing protection­
ist measures against its companies 
and products by a few American 
and European economies. 

As China strides confidently for­
ward, guided by principles of inno­
vation, harmony, green 
development, openness and shar­
ing, it leads global economic 
growth to new heights, offering 
optimism for a sustainable future.
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The People’s Liberation Army 
began two days of joint military 
drills on Thursday around China’s 
Taiwan island, in a move seen as a 
stem warning to ‘Taiwan independ­
ence” forces.

In a brief statement released on 
Thursday morning, the PLAs East­
ern Theater Command said the 
exercises would take place in the 
Taiwan Strait and to the north, 
south and east of Taiwan, as well as 
areas around the islands of Jinmen, 
Matsu, Wuqiu and Dongyin, which 
are located in the Taiwan Strait.

Li Xi, spokesman for the theater 
command, said in another state­
ment that the exercises serve as a 
“strong punishment” against the 
separatist acts of the “Taiwan inde­
pendence” forces and a “stern 
warning” against interference and 
provocation by external forces.

He said the drills, code-named 
Joint Sword-2024A, involve mili­
tary branches including the PLA’s 
Ground Force, Navy, Air Force and 
Rocket Force of the eastern thea­
ter command.

The exercises focus on practicing 
joint maritime and aerial combat 
readiness patrols, joint seizure of 
comprehensive battlefield control, 
and joint precision strikes of key tar­
gets, Li said.

The spokesman added that die 
drills involve the patrol of vessels and 
planes closing in on areas around 
Taiwan and integrated operations 
inside and outside die island chain to 
test the joint real combat capabilities 
of theater command forces.

On the same day, China Coast 
Guard spokesman Gan Yu 
announced that the coast guard in 
East China’s Fujian province orga­
nized a vessel fleet to conduct com­
prehensive law enforcement drills 
near the islands of Wuqiu and 
Dongyin.

The drills are looking to test the 
capabilities of joint patrols, rapid 
response and emergency handling, 
he said.

These actions come in response 
to a speech on Monday by the new 
leader of the Taiwan region, Lai

Economic complementarity between nations 
lays foundation for new areas of cooperation

Sacred
duty

A schematic map shows the area where the two-day joint military 
drills that started on Thursday are being conducted by the Eastern 
Theater Command of the People’s Liberation Army around the 
Taiwan island, pla eastern theater command

as major economies in Asia and 
tiie world.

In the 25 years since they initi­
ated trilateral cooperation to 
jointly tackle the Asian financial 
crisis, the three countries have 
gradually established a coopera­
tion mechanism with the trilater­
al summit at the center, and with 
support from ministerial-level 
meetings, senior officials’ meet­
ings and more than 70 working 
mechanisms, Wang said.

He also said that Li will attend 
important events, including the 
China-Japan-ROK Business Sum­
mit, together with leaders from 
Japan and the ROK, and exchange 
views with them on trilateral 
cooperation.

China is willing to work with 
Japan and the ROK to implement 
the consensus of the China-Japan- 
ROK Cooperation Vision for the 
Next Decade, deepen cooperation 
in the fields of economy, trade, sci­
ence and technology and culture, 
and promote regional economic 
integration in East Asia, contribut­
ing to the peace, stability and pros­

ing point for folly restoring and nor­
malizing the trilateral cooperation 
system among the ROK, Japan and 
China,” Kim said. “It will also provide 
an opportunity to recover fotureori- 
ented and practical cooperation 
momentum, which will allow the 
people of the three countries to feel 
the benefits.”

The leaders will also discuss 
regional and international issues 
and interact with about 80 busi­
nesspeople at a welcoming dinner 
on Sunday and a business forum on 
Monday, according to Kim.

The eighth China-Japan-ROK 
Trilateral Summit Meeting at the 
end of 2019 unveiled the China-Ja- 
pan-ROK Cooperation Vision for 
tiie Next Decade, drawing up a 
strategic plan to deepen coopera­
tion among the three countries.

However, observers said, in 
view of the global economic slow­
down and intensifying geopoliti­
cal and economic friction in the 
region, difficulties and challen­
ges still lie ahead for the three 
countries in economic and trade 
cooperation.

Ching-te, who blatantly advocated 
“Taiwan independence”.

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Wang Wenbin told a regular news 
conference on Thursday that the 
joint exercises are completely in 
line with international law and 
practices and are entirely legiti­
mate and necessary.

Wang stressed that “Taiwan is an 
indivisible part of China’s territory, 
which is both historical feet and the 
real status quo”, saying that tiie fact 
will never change and “Taiwan 
independence” is a dead end.

He warned that “any separatist 
acts for ‘Taiw'an independence’ 
will be met with resolute and 
powerful strikes from the more 
than 1.4 billion Chinese people, 
and all separatist forces for ‘Tai­
w'an independence’ will be 
crushed in the face of the histori­
cal trend of complete reunifica­
tion of China.”

Previously, the Chinese military 
conducted two separate rounds of 
exercises around Taiwan after the 
visit to Taiwan by then United 
States House speaker Nancy Pelo­
si in 2022, and former island lead­
er Tsai Ing-wen’s stopover in the

United States in 2023.
The exercises this time have 

included some islands that are to 
the north of Taiwan island and 
quite close to the mainland, mili­
tary expert Zhang Junshe said, add­
ing, “This represents a further 
expansion and breakthrough in the 
exercise area and further squeezes 
the space for ‘Taiwan independ­
ence’ activities.”

According to a China Media 
Group report, after receiving 
instructions, multiple fleets of 
Navy destroyers from the Eastern 
Theater Command swiftly maneu­
vered in various directions toward 
the waters near Taiwan.

Zhang said tiie exercises aim for 
achieving comprehensive control 
of a battlefield, which would 
include control of the sea, air and 
electromagnetic spectrum, adding 
that they have also demonstrated 
that the PLA is able to precisely 
strike targets.

This is absolutely a punishment 
and a warning to figures like Lai, 
warning them against further 
promoting separatist activities 
for “Taiw'an independence” he 
said.

A worker cleans 
Buddha statues at 
the Gangaramaya 
Temple in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, on 
Wednesday, 
a day ahead of the 
Vesak festival, also 
known as Buddha 
Pumima, an 
annual event that 
celebrates the 
Buddha's birth and 
enlightenment. 
ishara s. 
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among the w'orld’s top fossil fuel 
exporters.

The trade value between China 
and GCC countries reached $315.8 
billion in 2022, solidifying China’s 
position as the council’s top trad­
ing partner and its pivotal role as 
the leading destination for petro­
chemical product exports from 
within the regional grouping, data 
from the Ministry of Commerce 
showed.

Wang Guangda, secretary-gen­
eral of the China-Arab Research 
Center on Reform and Develop­
ment, said the economic comple­
mentarity between China and 
GCC nations has laid a solid foun­
dation for mutually beneficial 
cooperation.

China boasts a vast consumer 
market and a well-established 
industrial system, while the six 
Gulf nations possess abundant 
energy resources and are scaling 
up efforts to diversify their econo­
mies and their energy mix, Wang 
said. Furthermore, there is a grow­
ing focus on exploring new areas of 
cooperation, such as infrastructure 
development, technology transfer, 
tourism and financial services, he 
added.

UAE Vice-President Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
said the strength, scale and level of 
investment and industrial cooper­
ation between China and GCC 
countries represent a pillar of a 
promising and fruitful future. Chi­
na and GCC nations are together 
capable of making significant con­
tributions to the future of the glob­
al industry and investment, he 
added.

China’s endeavors to 
upgrade transporta­
tion infrastructure... 
play a crucial role in 
global development.

i
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China, Japan and the Republic 
of Korea will hold their first trilat­
eral summit meeting in more than 
four years from Sunday to Mon­
day, with the hope that they will 
renew' the trilateral dialogue to 
promote stability and prevent eco­
nomic and security friction among 
the East Asian nations.

Premier Li Qiang will attend 
the ninth Trilateral Summit 
Meeting in Seoul with ROK Pre­
sident Yoon Suk-yeol and Japan­
ese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida.

The Foreign Ministry said on 
Thursday that amid complex 
changes in international and region­
al situations, China hopes tiie meet­
ing will inject fresh impetus into 
trilateral cooperation to achieve 
more mutually beneficial and win­
win results.

Speaking at a regular news brief­
ing, ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin noted that China, Japan 
and the ROK are neighbors as well

<■ , V*

p

perity of the region and the world, 
Wang said.

Regarding a question about 
plans for Li’s separate bilateral 
meetings with the two other lead­
ers, the spokesman said that “we 
are currently in communication 
with the relevant parties on this 
matter”.

The ROK currently holds the 
rotating chairmanship of the trilat­
eral cooperation mechanism. This 
meeting marks the first trilateral 
summit among the Asian countries 
since December 2019, after a hiatus 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and strained Seoul-Tokyo relations 
over historical disputes.

The summit will cover six areas 
of cooperation — economy and 
trade, sustainable development, 
health issues, science and technolo­
gy, disaster and safety manage­
ment, and people-to-people 
exchanges, according to a Yonhap 
News Agency report on Thursday 
that quoted the ROK’s Principal 
Deputy National Security Adviser 
Kim Tae-hyo.

“The summit will serve as a tum-

President Xi Jinping has said 
that China stands ready to promote 
solidarity and pursue cooperation 
with countries of the Gulf Coopera­
tion Council to write a new chapter 
in China-GCC relations.

Xi made the remark 
in a congratulatory 
letter sent to the Chi- 
na-GCC Countries 
Forum on Industrial 
and Investment Coop­

eration, which opened on Thursday 
in Xiamen, Fujian province. The let­
ter w'as read out at the forum by 
Vice-Premier Ding Xuexiang.

China and GCC countries enjoy 
a long history of friendfy 
exchanges, Xi said, noting that in 
2022, the first China-GCC Summit 
opened up new prospects for 
deepening cooperation between 
the two sides.

Xi said that deepening industrial 
and investment cooperation 
between China and GCC countries 
will help strengthen the alignment 
between the Belt and Road Initia­
tive and the development strate­
gies, visions and plans of GCC 
countries.

It will also help China and GCC 
countries make use of their own 
advantages to complement each 
other, jointly foster new growth 
engines and promote shared pros­
perity and development, he said. 

The GCC is a regional grouping 
based in Riyadh, the capital of Sau­
di Arabia, and comprises Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara­
bia and the United Arab Emirates. 
Formed in 1981, the council makes 
economic policies across these 
Gulf nations, some of which are
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Concerns raised over stress-relief toys 16.14

Luo Bin contributed to this story.

Cultural exhibition opens in Shenzhen
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foreign markets this year. 
“China is producing innovative 

content in cultural sectors, such 
as miniseries and online litera­
ture. After years of quality devel­
opment in culture, our nation is 
confident about its cultural indus­
tries. The exhibition is an excel­
lent platform for showcasing our 
products and engaging with the 
world,” said Jiang, whose compa­
ny is also participating in the fair 
for the first time.

China’s largest cultural exhibition 
opened on Thursday in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province, attracting 
thousands of visitors from home and 
abroad. It is expected to showcase 
the nation’s rich cultural products, 
advanced technologies and achieve­
ments in cultural industries and 
international cultural trade.

The 20th China (Shenzhen) Inter­
national Cultural Industries Fair, 
which runs through Monday, has 
brought together, both online and 
offline, more than 6,000 delega­
tions, cultural institutions and 
companies from 60 countries and 
regions.

Over 120,000 cultural products 
are being displayed at the event, and 
organizers estimate about 90,000 
visitors from around the world will 
attend the fair online and offline.

The exhibition venue, roughly 
the size of three soccer fields, is 
comprised of eight halls, with each 
focusing on a specific theme, such 
as intangible cultural heritage, 
tourism and consumption, art and 
design, and film and television.

and visual effects studio Interfer­
ence Pattern, said he has brought 
his studio to China for the first time. 

This is Bryant’s second visit to the 
country, during which he aims to 
explore opportunities for collabora­
tion with his Chinese counterparts. 
He said he hopes to either introduce 
his animations to the Chinese mar­
ket or import technologies from 
Chinese enterprises.

“It’s a good experience here; so 
many passionate visitors. Chinese 
companies have good skills, and I 
really want to find opportunities to 
work with them,” said Bryant, who 
last visited Shenzhen nine years 
ago during his first trip to China.

In addition to new international 
participants, emerging Chinese 
companies that engage in online 
dramas, online literature and 
online games — the new trio of Chi­
na’s cultural exports — have also 
joined the exhibition.

Miniseries produced by Reel­
short, a video-streaming platform 
of California-based Crazy Maple 
Studio that is owned by Chinese 
digital content provider COL 
Group and made its debut at the 
exhibition, have garnered a sig-

A type of squishy stress-relief toy 
called “Nienie” has recently 
become popular amongyoung peo­
ple, but some have raised safety 
concerns such as excessive formal­
dehyde levels.

The visually appealing toys, made 
mostly of silicone and resembling 
various types of food, offer a squishy 
texture and enhanced malleability. 
They have attracted a significant 
following, especially among young 
women.

Zhou Di, a young woman who 
discovered the toys on a video plat­
form and promptly ordered sever­
al, continues to follow influencers 
and gets updates on new releases. 

Zhou mentioned that due to her 
frequent computer use, die toys 
serve as desk ornaments and help 
alleviate wrist and mental pressure. 

“Sometimes when work stalls and 
I need to clear my mind, I just give it 
a squeeze. The slow rebound feeling 
is very stress-relieving,” she said. 

A search for “Nienie” on social

Shanghai, a bustling metropolis 
home to nearly 25 million resi­
dents, has introduced a compre­
hensive three-year plan to 
enhance noise prevention and 
control.

A key objective outlined in the 
plan is for Shanghai to meet 
national nighttime noise compli­
ance standards across all function­
al zones by 2025. And by 2026, the 
city aims to make significant stri­
des in its overall noise manage­
ment to create a peaceful and 
harmonious social environment 
for its residents.

Central to the plan are crucial 
measures such as the implementa­
tion of automated noise monitor­
ing and digital management 
platforms to strengthen the city’s 
ability to address the problem.

Companies signed 12.5 billion 
yuan ($1.74 billion) worth of invest­
ment agreements to aid the devel­
opment of the nuclear energy 
industry in Guangdong province at 
a conference on Wednesday.

The agreements, which are 
expected to fuel growth in the 
region’s sector, include nine joint 
research and development deals, 
and seven that signal intention to 
invest.

Representatives from more than 
160 nuclear energy companies and 
industrial chains from around the 
country attended the conference, 
which was organized by the Guang­
dong Provincial Development and 
Reform Commission and China 
General Nuclear Power Group.

Yang Changli, chairman of CGN, 
said that by relying on the con­
struction of various nuclear power 
projects, the group has achieved 
the large-scale application of 
advanced construction technology 
and has accumulated more than 
90 new technologies and products 
for operation and maintenance 
over the years, including 19 that 
have broken foreign monopolies, 
effectively supporting the high- 
quality development of Guang­
dong’s nuclear energy industry.

CGN is now the country’s largest 
nuclear power plant operator by 
installed capacity. The company 
has invested more than 380 billion 
yuan in constructing nuclear pow­
er and related projects in Guang­
dong over the past four decades.

The plan also emphasizes 
enforcing noise control measures 
in urban areas and increasing 
supervision of noise pollution at 
construction sites.

In the industrial sector, the plan 
mandates noise pollution permits 
for key industrial sources and 
advocates for source control in 
industrial parks.

In terms of transportation, 
measures will focus on curbing 
noise from vehicles and ships, as 
well as enhancing noise control 
along highways, urban roads, rail­
ways and aircraft routes.

Efforts to control community 
noise will concentrate on enhanc­
ing regulations for commercial and 
public spaces, promoting quiet 
community initiatives and encour­
aging public self-regulation.

Yan Bo, director of the Shanghai 
Municipal Bureau of Ecology and 
Environment, which formulated 
the plan in collaboration with 
multiple departments, highlight-

According to a report in Nan- 
fang Daily, based in the provincial 
capital Guangzhou, Guangdong is 
actively promoting the prelimi­
nary work for a number of new 
nuclear projects.

It is expected that by 2060, the 
installed capacity of nuclear’ power 
in Guangdong will exceed 60 mil­
lion kilowatts, accounting for 
more than 12 percent of the prov­
ince’s total installed power, the 
report said.

Nuclear industrial development 
is expected to bring more than 2 
trillion yuan in new investment to 
Guangdong, providing a broad 
market for the nuclear energy 
industry and bringing valuable 
development opportunities to 
nuclear energy companies in the 
following years, it said.

The province has built three 
nuclear power bases, and another 
four are either under construction 
or have been approved, said the 
report, adding that it still has a lot of 
space for new sites.

The nuclear energy industry is 
key to the global manufacturing 
industry, representing new quality 
productive forces with strong 
technological spillover effects, and 
it has played an important role in 
cultivating new drivers of econom­
ic development and building a 
strong manufacturing province, 
the report said.

Guangdong, which started devel­
oping its nuclear power industry in 
tiie 1980s, has taken the lead in 
nuclear power industrial develop­
ment in the country.

It has built nuclear power projects 
in Shenzhen, Yangjiang, Taishan, 
Huizhou, Lianjiangand Lufeng. The 
Shenzhen Daya Bay Nuclear Power 
Plant, the first large-scale commer­
cial nuclear power plant on the 
mainland, was put into operation in 
1994.

Guangdong has a nuclear power 
installed capacity of 16.14 million 
kilowatts, accounting for more than 
28 percent of China’s total, ranking 
first in the country.

During the 14th-Five-Year Plan 
period (2021-25), the province’s 
annual generation of nuclear pow­
er exceeded 120 billion kilowatt- 
hours, accounting for about 8 
percent of the province’s installed 
power capacity and contributing 
about 16 percent of its power gen­
eration.

The section dedicated to interna­
tional cultural trade embraced sev­
eral new participants this year from 
home and abroad.

The Frankfurt Book Fair — the 
world’s largest trade fair for printed 
and digital content — made its 
debut at the exhibition with a booth 
showcasing children’s and architec­
tural books, as well as the 2022 and 
2023 series of the “Most Beautiful 
German Books”.

Ole Doering, who is facilitating 
the introduction of the Frankfurt 
Book Fair in China, said that books 
are a powerful medium for connect­
ing people and fostering mutual 
understanding.

“We look different, eat different 
foods, speak different languages 
and live different lifestyles. But 
underneath, we are so similar. 
Books are unique products that 
help people share cultures and 
learn about each other,” he said.

Doering expressed his excite­
ment over the feedback the booth 
received from Chinese visitors and 
said he looks forward to bringing 
tiie book fair to other Chinese cities. 

Tom Bryant, founder of the Edin- 
burgh-based creative animations

nificant international audience. 
Reelshort’s love story series, 

often comprising 50 to 100 epi­
sodes, with each episode lasting 
only one minute, have gained 
great popularity in North Ameri­
ca, particularly among the young­
er generation.

Jiang Xiezhen, co-founder of 
Shenzhen-based YoyWow, a com­
pany providing overseas content 
distribution services, said they 
started investing in miniseries in

platforms yields over a million 
related posts. Many people claim to 
have spent thousands or even tens 
of thousands of yuan on these toys. 
Some popular types are being 
resold for high prices, reaching 
thousands of yuan, with many 
highly-priced items originating 
from popular handmade stores.

Numerous bloggers who craft 
and sell their own toys have 
emerged on social platforms, but 
due to their handmade nature, mass 
production is not feasible, resulting 
in longer production cycles and 
some items being in short supply.

Wang Lili, a professor at Zheji­
ang University’s School of Manage­
ment, believes that young people 
are drawn to these malleable and 
tactile toys to regain a sense of con­
trol amidst tiie complexities of dai­
ly work. They also provide an 
outlet for releasing pent-up emo­
tions, she said.

However, amid the craze for 
such toys, many users have begun 
to express safety concerns. This 
week, a topic about a seller closing 
their store due to discomfort from

making “Nienie” toys went viral on 
social media platform Weibo.

Some online sellers claim that 
the materials they use are “food­
grade silicone,” but they caution 
that the toys are not edible and 
advise against squeezing them out­
side of their packaging.

Several bloggers and users have 
issued warnings, noting that many 
of these toys emit a strong artificial 
fragrance and release a pungent 
odor during play, with tests reveal­
ing formaldehyde levels exceeding 
safety limits.

In addition, many netizens have 
revealed that although many such 
toys are labeled as using “food­
grade” silicone, they often lack 
proper packaging and only have 
simple product name labels with 
unclear origins. There are also con­
cerns that the realistic food-like 
appearance of the toys might lead 
to children mistakenly eat them.

Many netizens have called for 
strengthened product quality regu­
lations, and for ensuring tiie safety 
of toy materials and compliance 
with health standards.

Yan Bo, director of the Shang­
hai Municipal Bureau of Ecolo­
gy and Environment

African youths dance as diummers play at the 8th China-Africa Youth Festival in Jinhua, Zhejiang 
province, on Thursday. The event, held from May 19 to 26 in Beijing and Jinhua, attracted nearly 100 
African youths to see the progress China has made since the launch of the nation’s reform and open­
ing-up policy, thereby advancing exchanges and cooperation between China and Africa. 
HU XIAOFEI / FOR CHINA DAILY

A women’s Yingge dance team dressed as legendary heroines Mu 
Guiying and Hua Mulan perform at the international cultural 
industries fair in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, on Thursday. 
XUAN HUI / FOR CHINA DAILY
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Cacophony created by construction, 
social gatherings to be addressed

&
£

By implementing 
both enforcement 
and proactive 
measures, our aim is 
to reduce decibel 
levels and enhance 
the happiness 
index.”

T-

million kilowatts
installed capacity of nuclear 
power in Guangdong

ed tiie importance of public par­
ticipation in the plan. Initiatives 
are aimed at integrating noise 
control into city programs and 
enhancing public awareness to 
encourage community involve­
ment, Yan said.

During a live interview on 
Radio Shanghai on April 17, Yan 
noted that the highest proportion 
of noise complaints stems from 
social noise such as square dances 
and residential renovations, 
which make up nearly 70 percent 
of total complaints. Construction 
noise, including nighttime con­
struction and road projects, 
accounts for 25 percent of the 
complaints.

Yan emphasized the need for a 
balanced approach in social noise 
regulation, stressing the impor­
tance of grassroots governance 
alongside enforcement measures. 
The director said the city’s relevant 
departments are preparing to 
introduce a regulatory mechanism 
for managing noise in public spa­
ces to promote social self-govern­
ance.

To address the issue of nighttime 
construction noise complaints, the 
government plans to collaborate 
with building departments to rein­
force the responsibilities of con­
struction and contracting parties, 
according to Yan.

Developers will be required to 
allocate resources for noise reduc­
tion measures in the early stages of 
construction to ensure eco-friend­
ly practices. Failure to declare 
nighttime construction activities 
will lead to stringent enforcement 
actions, according to the plan.

“As per the three-year action 
plan, we will refine management 
measures by combining strictness 
and flexibility, with regulations 
and laws acting as mutual con­
straints,” Yan said. “By implement­
ing both enforcement and 
proactive measures, our aim is to 
reduce decibel levels and enhance 
the happiness index.”

Shanghai implemented its first 
regulation against noise pollution 
on March 1, 2013, and has since 
been updating and revising relat­
ed management rules to address 
the evolving circumstances in the 
city. Notably, in response to com­
plaints about commuters using 
loudspeakers to view streaming 
services, Shanghai became the 
first city in China to restrict the use 
of loudspeakers on its subway sys­
tem in December 2020, a measure 
later extended to the city’s buses.
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West should bear in mind China’s uniqueness
Having witnessed major changes over past decades, US scholar calls for deeper understanding and open dialogue
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Students from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania in the United States visit the Forbidden City in Beijing on May 17. zou hong / china daily
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By CHEN YINGQUN and

LIUJIANQIAO

Editor’s note: As the People’s Republic of China celebrates the 75 th anniversary of its founding this year, China Daily asked prominent internationalfigures to reflect on their relationship with the country and to talk of the direction
in which they see it going.

Favorite Chinese food: Sichuan

cuisine

Hobbies: Walking, reading, music 

(especially jazz) and rowing

Education:
• 1976-80: Bachelor of Arts, Cornell 

University, United States 

•1980-88: PhD in History, Yale 

University, United States

Contact the writers at
chenyingqun@chinadaily.com.cn.

“And the complexities that intro­
duces both in terms of how to govern 
the place, but also what it means to 
be a member of this society, whether 
it even makes sense to talk about it 
as one society?’ he said.

1s

4 ‘ J

Books:
• The Making of a Hinterland: State, 

Society, and Economy in Inland 

North China, 1853-1937

• The Great Divergence: China, 

Europe, and the Making of the 

Modern World Economy

• The World that Trade Created: 

Society, Politics, and an Emerging 

World Economy (Co-authored with 

Steven Topik)

during the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 
and in 20th and 21st-century China. 
He has devoted particular attention 
to water management in China, past 
and present.

In his works, Pomeranz delves into 
comparative studies of different soci­
eties, offering fresh perspectives on 
historical questions. In The Making 
of a Hinterland: State, Society, and 
Economy in Inland North China, 
1853-1937, published in 1993, Pom­
eranz offers a unique reassessment of 
critical issues in modern Chinese his­
tory, focusing on die social, economic 
and ecological transformations in 
inland North China in the 19th and 
20th centuries.

In The Great Divergence: China, 
Europe, and the Making of the Mod­
ern World Economy (2000), a com­
parative history of China and Europe 
circa 1800, he provides new insights 
into the divergence of sustained 
industrial growth between North­
west Europe and advanced areas of 
Europe and East Asia, despite their 
apparent similarities.

optimism and potential, which was 
truly exciting, he said.

After subsequent visits, he wit­
nessed significant changes in China 
over tire past few decades, particu­
larly in the economic well-being and 
physical health of its population. 
This prosperity is coupled with 
increased connectivity and aware­
ness, both globally and locally, with 
a notable rise in material wealth and 
improved environmental quality by 
some measures.

ity of genuine competition between 
China and the US in certain areas, 
where it may be strategically chal­
lenging for both parties to share spe­
cific types of data and information. 

“But that doesn’t mean that we 
have to then stop sharing all sorts of 
other kinds of information and all 
sorts of other kinds of conversation 
that are not strategic at all,” he added. 

It would take some effort for both 
sides to work together to rebuild trust 
in each other, Pomeranz said, and 
during times of strained state-to-state 
relations, the need for people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges becomes even more 
crucial.

Many global issues, spanning 
from climate change to artificial 
intelligence and cybersecurity, 
require collaboration between the 
two largest economies. It is impera­
tive that dialogue takes place and 
the involvement of all parties is 
essential, he said.

China and the US have real disa­
greements about certain issues, he 
said, and it is unrealistic for either 
side to ignore these differences.

“But there are also strange reac­
tions to some of those problems that 
are exacerbated by long-standing 
prejudice and by certain kinds of fear. 
Some things are made worse by a 
lack of information.

“On the Western front, I believe 
some of this stems from a sense of 
apprehension that lias been redirect­
ed toward China by individuals who 
recognize that the world is evolving. 
This transformation may not necessa­
rily be favorable to them, and they are 
uncertain about the reasons behind it. 

“However, due to China’s substan­
tial influence, it becomes convenient 
to attribute the changes to China 
and label it as the sole explanation.”
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College students from the United States try on Peking Opera costumes
at Jixiang Theatre in Beijing on May 17. zou hong / china daily

Although it involves studying the 
history of the past, Pomeranz said he 
believes the issues addressed in these 
historical books remain relevant 
today, such as those concerning envi­
ronment, economic development 
and the increasing power of states 
globally.

He observed that with China’s 
increasing influence and the deepen­
ing of Sino-US relations, there has 
been a rise in research on China 
within the US academic community. 
Nonetheless, in Western discourse 
on China, there is a tendency for 
many to overlook China’s distinctive­
ness, continuing to apply then' own 
established concepts and terminolo­
gy, he said. Rarely do they consider 
the necessity of reevaluating their 
system to effectively integrate China, 
Pomeranz added.

There are several things about 
China that are really important to 
bear in mind, he said. First, its 
immense size sets it apart, being 
among the largest in terms of land 
area and population.
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US students pose for a selfie in front of the Nine-Dragon Screen at the Forbidden City in Beijing on May 17. 
ZOU HONG / CHINA DAILY
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Career
• 1988: Visiting assistant professor 

at Dartmouth College

• 1988-2012: Professor of History at 

the University of California. Irvine

• 1991-2012: Professor of East Asian 

Languages and Literatures at the

University of California. Irvine

• 2012-present: Professor of East 

Asian Languages and Civilizations at 

the University of Chicago

Although the relations between 
China and the US are receiving sig­
nificant attention worldwide, when 
Kenneth Pomeranz genuinely 
became interested in China more 
than 40 years ago, he was actually 
entering a niche area relatively 
unexplored compared with the pre­
vailing trends.

With genuine interest, Pomeranz, 
a history professor at the University 
of Chicago, has made himself an 
expert on China. He remains the 
only two-time winner in the 50-year 
history of the John K. Fairbank Book 
Prize — one of the most important 
honors for a scholar of Asian stud­
ies. He also served as president of 
the American Historical Association 
in 2013-14.

Pomeranz said the West, while 
researching China, should bear in 
mind its uniqueness and let go of 
stereotypes and prejudices.

The current world lias many 
issues that require cooperation 
between China and the United 
States. Adopting an open attitude 
toward each other, recognizing their 
differences and engaging in more 
cultural and academic exchanges are 
beneficial for both sides, he said.

Pomeranz developed his interest in 
China as a student at Cornell Univer­
sity in the US state of New York, 
where he received a bachelor’s degree 
in history in 1980. A course on China 
prompted his interest in studying 
comparisons between the societies. 

Despite the predominant focus on 
European history among his peers in 
the US, China, considered a “niche 
interest” at the time, was j ust starting 
to attract the attention of US 
researchers since die two countries 
established diplomatic ties in 1979.

He said part of the appeal of China 
to him was that it was a wide-open 
field, and the idea of exploring out­
side the West and trying to think 
about a huge part of the world that 
was very different was really impor­
tant to him.

The less developed scholarly litera­
ture on China provided an opportu­
nity for broader Blinking. 
Additionally, China’s unique position 
as both distinct from and resembling 
the West allowed for fruitful compar­
ative analysis, he said.

“It offered the opportunity to have 
something that was outside the 
West but still resembled the West in 
certain ways. That made it possible 
for it to be a comparative or partner.” 

Pomeranz then became a gradu­
ate student at Yale University, 
where he studied under Jonathan 
Spence, a world-renowned expert 
on Chinese history. He started to 
learn Chinese in the summer of 
1981 and did three years of Chinese 
at Yale, a year and a half of classical 
Chinese and was then able to read a 
lot of published material.

“There weren’t that many people 
in the United States who were on 
the ground ahead of me,” Pomeranz 
said. “There were some, of course, 
but it wasn’t like in European histo­
ry where there was just enormous 
establishment already in place.”

In 1985, Pomeranz embarked on 
his initial journey to the Chinese 
mainland primarily for his disserta­
tion research, which focused on a 
regional examination of the North 
China Plain, predominantly in the 
western part of Shandong province, 
where he spent an entire autumn, 
with weeks in the countryside. His 
trip also covered a few days in 
Shanghai and nearly a month in 
Beijing, a city he thought was 
already “globalized” at that time. 

“Part of what was interesting then 
in an early time in Chinese-Western 
relations was how eager most of the 
Chinese I met would talk about the 
outside world,” he said.

“There was a sense of openness and 
change. It was still early in China’s 
reform and opening-up era. Nobody 
knew exactly where things were 
going, but there was a general sense 
of great possibilities.”

Looking back, Pomeranz found it 
striking how open ordinary people 
were during that period. They were 
eager to share and listen to stories, 
reflecting a mutual desire to learn 
from each other. Despite visible pov­
erty, there was a prevailing sense of

The cover of one of Kenneth 
Pomeranz’s books.

Less prejudice urged
Even with a really good commit­

ment from both parties to engage in 
open dialogue, it is evident that not all 
issues would be resolved, he said. But 
there could certainly be a lot more 
openness and a lot less prejudice.

People often mistakenly view 
openness as a favor they extend to 
others, he added. However, it should 
be seen as a self-benefit, because it is 
not just about helping others under­
stand oneself, but also about gaining 
insight into oneself through the per­
spectives of outsiders.

With the state-to-state dialogue not 
going well, it becomes even more 
important to have other kinds of dia­
logue going on, he said. Interactions 
between individuals, the translation 
and publication of literature, the 
exchange of films and popular culture 
and various other activities can each 
serve different purposes to varying 
extents, he said.

Pomeranz is currently writing the 
book Why is China So Big? It tries to 
explain how and why contemporary 
China’s huge land mass and popula­
tion have wound up forming a single 
political unit.

He is also working on some other 
projects about China, and on a world 
history textbook for undergradu­
ates, which provides an opportunity 
to consider historical teaching on a 
global scale, emphasizing the impor­
tance of historical thinking and 
challenging biases.

“It also involved reading a lot of 
die kinds of books that are used to 
teach world history all around the 
world and sort of trying to figure out 
how to tell the story in a way that’s 
not just centered on the West, but 
also a way diat will argue with an 
attempt to overcome some of the 
prejudices,” Pomeranz said.

Critiquing the depiction of conti­
nents through symbols and land­
marks, such as animals and 
architecture, he aimed to address 
and counteract lingering 19th-cen­
tury racial biases, which persist in 
seemingly innocuous educational 
materials.

“So the world history book I’m 
working on is asking: How do we 
teach history in a way that doesn’t 
ignore the fact diat those prejudices 
exist, but brings them to die level of 
surface awareness so that we can 
argue without diem? Because if we 
just pretend that they’re not there, 
diey won’t go away,” he said.

Comparative studies
Pomeranz’s research has focused 

on tiiree primary areas: reciprocal 
influences of state, society and econ­
omy in late imperial and 20th-centu­
ry China; the origins of a world 
economy as die outcome of mutual 
influences among various regions; 
and comparative studies of labor, 
family organization, and economic 
change in Europe and East Asia.

Another part of his work looks at 
the long-term significance and glob­
al context of environmental change

Encountering challenges
In the past few years, China-US 

relations have met with challenges 
and for a certain time hit a historical 
low point.

While Pomeranz has not experi­
enced any significant personal effect 
from this environment, he believes 
die broader academic community 
has been negatively affected by the 
strained bilateral relationship, 
potentially being pressured to align 
with one country or the odier, which 
he finds “unfortunate”

“Just 10 or 15 years ago, it was 
common for talented young people 
in the sciences to think that they 
would spend their careers going 
back and forth across the Pacific,” he 
said. “It is much harder now.” 

Pomeranz said there is the possibil-
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Kenneth Pomeranz
History profossor
at the University of Chicago
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Conference focuses on US-China business relations
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Kuehl acknowledged that while the 
last couple of years had been chal­
lenging, having overseas partners was 
very important

“There are certain categories that 
China just is very efficient and cost- 
effective at, that even if we wanted to 
transition product out of China and 
into other countries, we're not capable 
of capacity or quality in those catego­
ries,” he said. “We will continue to 
partner with China in categories that 
we know are critically important, and 
cost is important to our customer.”

Other conference attendees includ­
ed Chu Shijia, chairman of the board 
and president of CFTC; Kate Sulli­
van, executive director of the Great­
er Columbus Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce; and Abraham Merchant, 
president and CEO of Merchants Hos­
pitality, which operates restaurants in 
the US and Middle East, such as the 
famed eatery Philippe Chow.

Yao Wenliang, economic and com­
mercial counselor for the Chinese 
Consulate General in New York, told 
China Daily that the conference was 
“a very good opportunity, because 
China and the US economies are 

By CHANG JUN in San Francisco 

junechang@chinadailyusa.com

California and China have 
maintained a strong partnership, 
marked by a dynamic economic 
relationship and deep people-to- 
people ties. This enduring connec­
tion was displayed at the recent 
China-California Business Forum, 
where speakers explored potential 
collaboration, highlighting trade 
reciprocity between the Golden 
State and the world’s second-largest 
economy.

In his remarks to die gathering 
of businesspeople from both sides, 
Bobby Kotick, founder of Activision 
Blizzard, emphasized the impor­
tance of finding common ground, 
drawing on his company’s two- 
decade partnership with China.

“Now we’ve had our most talent­
ed, productive, capable engineers 
and programmers working in the 
studio in Shanghai,” he said. “If you 
look at the experiences that I’ve wit­
nessed firsthand, there’s just noth­
ing but opportunity for growth and 
continued collaboration.”

Of course, the road ahead is not 
easy for both sides to get caught 
up in die rhetoric of “division and 
distrust” he said.

After more than one year off the 
market due to the expiration of die 
previous publishing deal between 
Blizzard and NetEase in January 
2023, Blizzard announced that its 
games are coming back to China in 
summer 2024.

“We should focus on embracing 
the power of collaboration and find­
ing common ground,” he stressed. 
“We need to focus on trade reciproc­
ity, ensuring that the benefits of our 
academic partnerships are shared.” 

Jeff Leader, the founder of the 
Hermes Deployment Corp, who has 
been to China more than 140 times 
over the past 15 years, said there is

Hu said die conference was impor­
tant as it enables both American and 
Chinese business leaders to “gather 
and promote trade and investment 
to China and from China”. He said 
that it was “really a testimony of the 
intertwined business relationship, 
which is so important”

Bank of China is working with busi­
nesses at the fair to provide a range of 
investments.

The Canton lair, also known as the 
China Import and Export Fair, takes 
place twice a year in Guangzhou, in 
die spring and fall.

It is widely seen as a barometer of 
China’s economy, trade and diplo­
matic friendships and partners.

The fair focuses on technology, pro­
duction and other industries export­
ing from China.

The 135 th fair, which concluded in 
April, attracted more than 246,000 
visitors from 215 countries. It was 
estimated that more tiian 10,000 
American companies participated in 
the event—the largest foreign group. 

Big Lots Stores, a US discount retail 
chain with headquarters in Colum­
bus, Ohio, has worked with Chinese

The United States and China must 
strive to maintain their crucial trade 
relationship, as the partnership is 
“vital” for the success of both large 
and small businesses worldwide, 
according to several attendees of the 
Canton Fair Conference in Nev.7 York. 

Hu Wei, president and CEO of 
Bank of China US, told China Daily: 
“Unfortunately, we do see some of 
the changes of back and forth recently 
(between the US and China). We do 
believe that the two governments can 
solve them properly to provide a level 
field for both sides and to provide an 
acceptable atmosphere for business, 
so that we can have more opportuni­
ties for both sides.”

The promotional conference, held 
at the Bank of China tower in Man­
hattan on Wednesday, saw repre­
sentatives from the Canton Fair, the 
Chinese Consulate General in New 
York, and the China Foreign Trade 
Centre (CFTC), which organized the 
fair, along with Bank of China repre­
sentatives and small and large global 
importers and exporter's.

closely intertwined It’s ratal, as there’s 
great opportunities for both business 
communities, so, this is a platform.” 

Chinese Consul General Huang 
Ping in New York said the fair showed 
China’s strong commitment to open­
ing its market to the world He said 
decoupling was not an option, as the 
two countries “need each other”

Huang was encouraged by the 
meeting last year between President 
Xi Jinping and US President Joe 
Biden, which helped, in part, to sta­
bilize relations, he said

The next Canton fair, the 136th, will 
run from Oct 15 to Nov 4. It includes 
an exhibition hall and convention 
and business center, covering an esti­
mated 1.1 million square meters with 
the indoor exhibit at 338,000 square 
meters and an outdoor area of43,600 
square meters.

Mike Carpenter, originally from 
England, works for the Global Sourc­
ing Group in the US to get global 
clients unique products. He visited 
the fair in China seven or eight times 
before the COVID-19 pandemic and 
described it as “fantastic” and “abso­
lutely huge.”

“If you go there trying to find, for 
example, a factory that makes pens, 
you’ll have 5,000 choices,” he told 
China Daily.
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Overseas Chinese communities 
promoting peaceful reunification 
across the Taiwan Strait denounced 
the provocative Lai Ching-te, the 
new administrative chief of China’s 
Taiwan region, and his pro “Tai­
wan independence” agenda high­
lighted in his inauguration speech, 
calling him “a sheer troublemaker 
that viciously incites cross-Strait 
confrontations”.

On Monday, Lai delivered his 
first flamboyant yet self-deceptive 
speech, making public narratives 
for his Democratic Progressive 
Party on ties with the Chinese 
mainland.

In his address, Lai adopted a 
more “sovereignty-affirming” tone 
by saying, “I hope that China will 
face the reality of (Taiwan’s) exis­
tence, (and) respect the choices of 
the people of Taiwan.” He said he 
would “neither yield nor provoke” 
Beijing, but would “seek peace”.

The words that Lai used to either 
conceal or sugarcoat his “indepen­
dence” stance are futile, said Wu 
Youyi, founding member of the 
Association for the Promotion of 
the Peaceful Reunification of China 
in the United States. “His intrigues 
are unacceptable and doomed to 
fail. How could a betrayer who 
refuses to recognize the funda­
mental 1992 Consensus, the one- 
China principle, reach peace with 
the mainland?” Wu asked.

In 2017, Lai drew wide criticism 
and rebuke from the international 
community by describing himself 
as a “pragmatic worker for ‘Tai­
wan’s independence’”. Although he 
has deliberately softened his stance 
since then, Lai used the inaugu­
ration to “steal the spotlight and 
promote his ideology more openly”, 
Wu said.

Anyone following Lai’s words 
and deeds would conclude that his 
speech “is full of lies and nonsense, 
and simply revealed his true colors 
as a hardcore, die-hard ‘Taiwan 
independence’ advocate” Wu said. 

The mainland displayed tremen­
dous goodwill through a meeting 
in April between President Xi 
Jinping, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China Cen­
tral Committee, and Ma Ying-jeou,

historical context
“I personally invested in China 

when I found out that my grand­
father studied at Peking (Union) 
Medical College in Beijing. When 
I first visited Beijing and toured 
the Forbidden City in 2005,1 didn’t 
realize how close the college was.... 
Now I am eager to go back and visit 
my grandfather’s college, hopefully 
very soon,” he said, citing the impor­
tance of seeing firsthand where one 
is investing.

In the panel discussion on the 
Chinese and US market gateway, 
Jim Doucette, partner and EY Glob­
al Retail and Consumer Products 
leader, indicated a significant trend 
in both the US and China, with 
younger consumers particularly 
interested in ecofriendly products. 

“Chinese consumers are consis­
tently across a pretty broad range of 
goods and sendees as they want to 
spend more than the US consumer,” 
he said. “Middle-class growth in 
China is expected to continue, pre­
senting essentially strong oppor­
tunities in both countries over the 
next five-plus years.”

Melissa Hill, an officer from the 
US Foreign Commercial Service 
who previously worked in Shanghai 
to promote American retail brands, 
expressed her fondness for the city, 
saying, “I love Shanghai.”

Hill shared a story of a promotion 
program from California to China, 
which includes seminars on social 
media branding, online campaigns, 
a bilingual digital catalog and vir­
tual product displays across various 
locations in China.

“The program has been highly 
successful, with a social media 
campaign garnering about 4.9 mil­
lion views from potential Chinese 
consumers. Seventy percent of 
participating California companies 
successfully entered the Chinese 
markets,” she said.

By BELINDA ROBINSON 

in New York

betindarobinson@chinadailyusa.com

former chairman of the Chinese 
Kuomintang party, in which Beijing 
emphasized that compatriots on 
both sides of the Taiwan Strait 
are all Chinese, said Eric Zou, a 
member of the Chinese for Peaceful 
Unification-Northern California.

“The mainland remains very 
open-minded and candid by say­
ing that there is no problem that 
cannot be discussed,” Zou said. “It 
has been hoped that Lai could take 
this opportunity to respond with 
goodwill and advance the cross­
Strait relations.”

However, Lai stuck to his so- 
called two-state theory, emphasiz­
ing in his speech that he would 
“defend Taiwan in the face of the 
many threats and attempts at infil­
tration from China” by hailing 
the US passage of the Indo-Pacific 
Security Supplemental Appropria­
tions Act, which provides $8.12 bil­
lion to continue efforts “to counter 
Beijing”.

“It is insane for Lai to show no 
sign of apprehension for regional 
stability and peace in Taiwan by 
colluding with external forces,” Zou 
said.

Regardless of the leadership 
change in Taiwan, the fact holds 
true that Taiwan is an inalienable 
part of China, said Wu, adding that 
the majority of people in Taiwan are 
pro-dialogue and pro-reunification. 

According to a postelection poll in 
Taiwan earlier this year, more than 
60 percent of those surveyed said 
they approved consistent and con­
stant communication and exchanges 
between compatriots across the Tai­
wan Strait and agreed to friendship­
building. “However, Lai is turning a 
deaf ear to the outcry of the Taiwan 
people and continues to push for­
ward his ‘independence’ agenda. He 
treats the cross-Strait relations and 
public well-being in Taiwan with 
contempt,” Zou said.

Meanwhile, the Taiwan question 
is China’s internal affair and should 
be left to the Chinese people, said 
Zhang Ruwei, a community leader in 
the San Francisco Bay Area.

“If Lai thought he could play a 
donkey in a lion’s hide by exploiting 
the power of a few Western coun­
tries, he’d better stop the attempt 
immediately,” Zhang said. “China 
will never allow foreign powers to 
interfere with the Taiwan question.”

By RENA LI in Los Angeles

renali@chinadialyusa.com

Storied career
Friends, writers, artists and activ­

ists have paid homage to Lee’s storied 
career.

Hua Hsu, the Pulitzer Prize-win­
ning author of Stay True, a memoir, 
wrote in the foreword of Lee’s book: 
“For generations, Corky taught us 
how to see ourselves — as individuals 
and as a community?’

Mae Ngai, one of the editors of 
Lee’s book, is a professor of Asian 
American studies and history and co­
director of the Center for the Study 
of Ethnicity and Race at Columbia 
University.

Ngai attended the opening of 
the Duke photo exhibit in April 
and discussed Lee’s pivotal work 
with Eileen Chow, the university’s 
Asian and Middle Eastern studies 
professor.

She recalled how the legendary 
photographer’s career took off after 
he scooped the mainstream press by 
photographing an activist protesting 
against the police beating of Peter 
Yew. The image landed on the front 
page of the New York Post and put 
Lee on the map. She also spoke of 
his character.

Ngai wrote in the book: “Corky 
Lee often introduced himself as an 
‘ABC from NYC’ — an American- 
born Chinese from New York City. 
In this way, he conveyed a story 
about himself. Lee was a legendary 
storyteller.

Born in 1947 in New York to Chi­
nese immigrant parents, Lee was a 
graduate of the city’s Queens Col­
lege, where he majored in history.

He began work as a community 
organizer in Chinatown in the 1970s. 
During a push for civil rights, he 
realized he wanted to document the 
everyday lives of those around him. 

He was instrumental in pushing 
for mainstream media to include 
more AAPI culture. Over the next 
five decades, he photographed 
numerous cultural events and 
protests.

While Lee provided a front-row 
seat to the Chinese-US experience, 
he also famously photographed 
other Asian-American communities.

manufacturers for more than 30 
years.

Kevin Kuehl, Big Lots senior vice- 
president and general merchandise 
manager of home, apparel and global 
sourcing, first visited the Canton Fair 
in the 1990s.

“We still have long-term partner­
ships with our factories in China 
and those partnerships go anywhere 
between 20 and 30 years,” he told 
China Daily.

“The political situation regarding 
trade doesn’t typically come into con­
versation because we work as a busi­
ness group and we continue to stay 
very close in that aspect”

Kuehl cautions that the compa­
ny, like many others, is monitoring 
whether any additional US tariffs on 
China will be enacted. If so, he said 
Big Lots will have to “make adjust­
ments to be thoughtful on how we 
present bargains to our customer”

The chain buys furniture, home 
textiles, pet products, outdoor patio 
furniture and other goods from Chi­
na. It recently opened buying offices 
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, and 
Shanghai.

A photography exhibition at Duke 
University showcases the work of 
Corky Lee, a Chinese-American pho­
tojournalist famous for capturing 
the daily lives, celebrations, activism 

and struggles of 
Asian Americans 
for more than 50 
years.

The pictures, 
which accom­
pany the late 
photographer’s 
new book, are 
available for 
viewing through 
June at Duke’s 

John Hope Franklin Center in Dur­
ham, North Carolina. It shows how 
Asians fought for social justice in the 
United States and their pivotal role in 
the country’s history.

From the 1970s onward, Lee doc­
umented events ranging from the 
origins of the Asian American and 
Pacific Island movement, or AAPI, to 
the more recent activism that arose 
from the stop-AAPI hate campaign 
amid a surge in hate crimes during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lee realized how powerful his 
documentary work was. He once 
said: “Every time I take my camera 
out of my bag, it is like drawing 
a sword to combat indifference, 
injustice and discrimination and 
trying to get rid of stereotypes.”

In a new posthumous book, 
Corky Lee’s Asian America: Fifty 
Years of Photographic Justice, more 
than 200 photos delve into the 
work of the man called the “undis­
puted, unofficial Asian American 
photographer laureate”.

It features some of the images 
that he took of the community’s 
struggle during the pandemic.

And earlier work on the re­
enactment of the finished Trans­
continental Railroad of 1869, which 
included descendants of Chinese 
railroad workers. It also included 
the protests for Vincent Chin, a 
Chinese-American man beaten to 
death by two white autoworkers 
in 1982.
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a “very, very strong” partnership 
between California and China.

“We’ve run into difficulties from 
time to time from both sides, but 
we have successfully transferred 
technologies between the US and 
China; it’s difficult, but it’s very 
meaningful,” he told China Daily. 

Dee Dee Myers, senior adviser to 
the California governor and direc­
tor of the Governor’s Office of Busi­
ness and Economic Development, 
pointed out that while national 
governments primarily manage 
international relations, diplomacy 
should be practiced at all levels, 
including cities and states. 

“California is the fifth-largest 
economy in the world. So, we need 
to continue to find ways to leverage 
that power and use it to help solve 
our collective challenges,” Myers 
said. “We’re really glad to continue 
to work with our Chinese partners 
on some critical issue like climate 
change.”

Stephen Cheung, CEO of the Los 
Angeles County Economic Develop­
ment Corporation, told the audienc­
es that China’s economy is strong 
and will continue to grow in the 
next few years, and there are a num­
ber of different sectors LA wants to 
collaborate together with China.

“China is the eighth-largest for­
eign investor in California, primar­
ily in the manufacturing sector. 
These investments have created 
90,000 jobs across the state, with 
700 businesses already located 
throughout California, and have 
contributed close to $2 billion in 
wages every single year,” Cheung 
said.

Richard Swanson, senior adviser 
to the US Department of Com­
merce’s Pacific South Operations 
of International Trade Administra­
tion, passionately promoted the 
SelectUSA Investment Summit by 
sharing personal anecdotes and

Mj.

photos by
Corky Lee

People survey tornado-damaged neighborhood on Thursday in Greenfield, Iowa, charlie neibergall/ap
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where a chunk of pork sizzles in the oven. 
Kemencei estimated there are about 1,000 fami­

lies trying to embrace some fonn of sustainability, 
either alone or as part of informal barter arrange­
ments, or as part of more structured eco-villages. 

For Kemencei, the trusted networks matter too. 
A small pot-bellied pig traded with a friend is eat­
en from nose to tail. A rooster is swapped with 
another friend who is a beekeeper.

“We sometimes slaughter chickens for barter 
trade... but only from a place where we know the 
farming is similar to ours,” Kemencei said.

Akos Varga and wife Gabi, both in their late 50s, 
sold their information technology and solar panel 
business four years ago to live a freer life on a farm 
in Nagybereny, in western Hungary.

Varga said small, self-sustaining communities 
where mutual trust matters will spread.

‘We thought we had achieved what we wanted 
and asked ourselves if this is really happiness. And 
we could not say yes to that,” Varga said. ‘We were 
seeking being close to nature.”
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Sustainable
farming offers 

hope for
Hungarian

families

aszlo Kemencei lives as sustainably as 
possible on his small form in eastern 
Hungary. He believes the land is effec­
tively borrowed from his young daugh­

ter, so he must do all he can to preserve it for the 
future.

Kemencei, 28, wife Cintia and daughter Boroka, 
almost 2, moved to the form outside Ladanybene 
three years ago. They keep horses, pigs and chick­
ens on an area of 4.5 hectares, which they partly 
lease for grazing.

They do not use pesticides, keep their animals 
free range and dig the land as little as possible to 
preserve the structure and moisture of the rich 
soil. They grow their own vegetables and slaughter 
or barter the meat they need, while trading the 
rest with families who choose a similar lifestyle.

Kemencei said that while becoming fully self- 
sufficient seems like an unrealistic goal, they rely 
minimally on external resources.

“This land, we have not inherited from our 
fathers, but we have it on a lease from our children 
... so we try to live and form the land in a sustaina­
ble way,” he said, sitting in their cozy kitchen

Members of an eco-community have lunch at member Istvan David's home in Nagybereny, 
Hungary, on March 26.
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Clockwise from top left: Eco-community members Gabi Varga (left) and Emo Ambrus wash vegetables at Varga’s farm in Nagybereny, Hungary, on March 26. Eco-community member Akos Varga checks 
the lighting system above the vegetables in his underground greenhouse at his farm in Nagybereny, Hungary, on March 26. Eco-community member Andrea Cziko moves a box of onions at Akos Varga’s farm in 
Nagybereny, Hungary, on March 26. Gabi Varga feeds the chickens in her farm in Nagybereny, Hungary, on March 26. photos by marton monus / Reuters
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From left: Eco-community member Laszlo Kemencei plays with his daughter Boroka in the underground greenhouse at their farm near Ladanybene, Hungary, on March 7. Eco-community 
member Andrea Cziko waters vegetables at Akos Varga's farm in Nagybereny, Hungary, on March 26.
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Experts: Any hike in nations tariffs
on gasoline vehicles would be ‘green’
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A view of a property construction site in Nanjing, Jiangsu 
province, yang bo / china news service

est rate to as low as 3.25 percent, 
Yan said.

“The reductions in down pay­
ment ratios and mortgage rates will 
encourage nonlocals and potential 
homebuyers to make up their mind 
on whether or not to buy residen­
tial properties,” said Li Yujia, chief 
researcher at the Guangdong Plan­
ning Institute’s residential policy 
research center.

The rate cuts mean monthly 
repayments of home loans will be 
substantially lower. People may 
afford a home without sacrificing

China’s likely plan to increase 
temporary tariff rates on imported 
large-engine gasoline vehicles 
highlights the country’s determi­
nation to promote green develop­
ment and conforms to the rules of 
die World Trade Organization, offi­
cials and experts said on Thursday. 

The comments came after die 
China Chamber of Commerce to the 
European Union said in a post on 
microblogging platform X that it 
was informed by insiders that China 
may consider increasing temporary 
tariff rates on imported large-engine 
vehicles to 25 percent at most.

At a news conference in Beijing 
on Thursday, He Yadong, a spokes­
man for the Ministry of Commerce, 
said China remains steadfast in its 
commitment to a green and low- 
carbon development pathway, and 
will actively promote and support 
the transformation of all indus­
tries, including the automotive 
industry, toward more sustainable 
and low-carbon alternatives.

This commitment extends to 
high-quality development, with 
experts from various fields engag­
ing in research and devising strate­
gies to tackle global climate 
change, He said.

He said some countries and 
regions are currently straying from 
the principles of green develop­
ment and violating market econo­
my standards. Additionally, they

easy to fall into a more complicated 
situation,” said Sun.

The US Trade Representative’s 
office said on Wednesday that 
some of the steep US tariff increas­
es on an array of Chinese imports 
will take effect on Aug 1, including 
quadrupling import duties on Chi­
nese electric vehicles to over 100 
percent and an increase in the tar­
iff rate on lithium-ion batteries 
used in EVs from 7.5 percent to 25 
percent

The USTR office said in a federal 
notice that a 30-day public com­
ment period will close on June 28. 

“The tariffs unilaterally imposed 
by the US have exceeded that coun­
try’s trade and social needs, prima­
rily due to political considerations,” 
Sun said. “For example, lithium- 
ion batteries are a product that the 
US actually needs right now. So 
why impose tariffs? It is possibly a 
result of bipartisan competition in 
the US.”

The US has been the largest des­
tination for China’s lithium-ion 
battery exports for four consecu­
tive years from 2020 to 2023. In 
2023, the worth of lithium-ion bat­
teries exported from China to the 
US reached $13.54 billion, account­
ing for 20.8 percent of the total 
export value of China’s lithium-ion 
batteries, data from the General 
Administration of Customs of Chi­
na showed.
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are breaching WTO rules by imple­
menting restrictive measures in 
the new-energy vehicle sector.

“We believe that these measures 
not only disadvantage consumers 
in these places but also impede 
global progress in green transfor­
mation and efforts to combat cli­
mate change,” He said.

Sun Xiaohong, secretary-general 
of the automotive branch of the 
China Chamber of Commerce for 
Import and Export of Machinery 
and Electronic Products, told Chi­
na Daily that if China raises the 
temporary tariff rate on imported 
large-displacement engine vehicles 
to 25 percent, it would be in com­
pliance with WTO rules.

In 2018, China voluntarily 
reduced the tariffs on imported 
vehicles from 25 percent and 20 
percent to 15 percent. Such a move 
was then aimed at promoting 
development through openness 
and meeting the demands of con­
sumption upgrades in a better way, 
Sun said.

Now, China’s reported plan to 
revert the tariff rates on imported 
large-engine vehicles to 25 percent, 
if it comes to pass, would be in line 
with its goals of energy conserva­
tion, environmental protection 
and green development, Sun said. 

Any such move would be reason­
able, reflecting China’s self-re­
straint in hiking tariffs.

“The reason for self-restraint is 
clear. If China and the US endlessly 
impose tariffs on each other, it is

Tesla battery factory 
breaks ground
US carmaker Tesla Inc broke 
ground on a mega factory in 
Shanghai on Thursday to man­
ufacture its energy-storage bat­
teries, Mega packs, a project 
hailed by the company as a 
“milestone”. The new plant 
spans an area of about 200,000 
square meters, with a total 
investment of around 1.45 bil­
lion yuan ($203.94 million), 
according to the administra­
tion of Lin-gang Special Area 
of China (Shanghai) Pilot Free 
TYade Zone.

DHL opens EV 
center in Shanghai 
Global logistics giant DHL
Group has established a center 
of excellence in Shanghai for 
electric vehicles (EVs) made in 
China, aiming to provide end- 
to-end, integrated logistics ser­
vices for EV products such as 
batteries, motors and charging 
infrastructure. It is the first EV 
logistics center the group has 
opened in China. It had previ­
ously built such centers in 
countries including Indonesia, 
Mexico and the United Arab 
Emirates.

International experts and busi­
ness leaders have shrugged off the 
false narrative by the United States 
about China’s “overcapacity” and its 
recent tariff increases on some Chi­
nese products.

The US, they pointed out, tramples 
on the principles of the market econ­
omy and goes against the interna­
tional trend of low-carbon 
transformation just to curb China. 

“Basically, what’s happening is that 
China is a threat to the US hegemony. 
It’s not a threat to the US. It’s not a 
threat to you. It’s not a threat to me. 
It’s not a threat to take over the Unit­
ed States at all. But it is a threat to the 
claim that the US runs die world. 
That is leading to a neurotic reaction,” 
said Jeffrey Sachs, director of die Cen­
ter for Sustainable Development at 
Columbia University.

“If you want to see the neurotic 
reaction, people should look at For­
eign Affairs magazine, which is the 
magazine of the Council on Foreign 
Relations, the establishment insti­
tution.

“Every issue is, are we still num­
ber one? What are we going to do? 
How do we stay ahead of China? 
How do we contain China? Every­
thing is about China, not because 
China is threatening us, but because 
China is showing we don’t ran the 
world the way we like to think we 
run the world,” Sachs, who served as 
an adviser to three United Nations 
secretaries-general, added.

Refuting the “China overcapaci­
ty” narrative, Vaughn Barber, chair 
of tiie China-Australia Chamber of 
Commerce, said Chinese electric 
vehicles are performing exception­
ally well in Australia, benefiting 
from their technological prowess 
and economies of scale.

This positions Chinese compa­
nies to potentially partner with Aus­
tralian counterparts in driving 
energy transformation, Barber said. 

He said that leveraging China’s 
technological and cost advantages 
through collaboration can not only 
expedite decarbonization efforts in 
both countries but also serve as a 
model for joint action against cli­
matechange.

Wei Jianguo, China’s former vice- 
minister of commerce, said that the 
US’ false narrative on China’s “overca­
pacity” manifests its escalating anxie­
ty in response to the swift growtii of 
China’s new energy industry.

“The claims are used to shift 
blame for their own inaction while 
trying to suppress China’s tech and 
industrial progress. The interna­
tional competitiveness of China’s 
‘new trio’ products — new energy 
vehicles, photovoltaic products and 
lithium batteries — results from 
continuous innovation, a robust 
supply chain and high labor produc­
tivity’ Wei said.

“Market forces balance supply 
and demand, and terms like ‘overca­
pacity’ defy economic principles,” he 
said, adding that China’s focus on 
progress and innovation wall make 
it a global leader in innovation.

Foreign investors in China have 
also voiced agreement with their 
views, while affirming their confi­
dence in the Chinese economy.

"Eio Lin, vice-president of Tesla Inc, 
said the US new' energy vehicle mak­
er is a beneficiary and an example of 
enhanced Sino-US cooperation. It 
has established its first gigafactory 
outside the US in Shanghai, which 
contributed to over half of the compa­
ny’s global output last year.

Over the past decade, Tesla has 
witnessed a remarkable transfor­
mation from solely selling imported 
vehicles in China to gradually recog­
nizing the immense potential of this 
market. This has led the company to 
invest significant resources in the 
Chinese market, Tao said.

She said this exemplifies how suc­
cessful cooperation between China 
and tiie US can truly improve peo­
ple’s lives on both sides.

Robert Chu, vice-president for 
operations at FedEx China, said the 
US logistics provider will continue 
to invest in network development, 
digital-related services and key 
regions in China this year.

ratios for first and second homes to 
15 percent and 25 percent, respec­
tively.

This adjustment lowered the 
down payment ratio for commer­
cial housing to a historic low, which 
will release inelastic demand from 
both first-home buyers and those 
willing to upgrade to a better home, 
property experts said.

“The new' down payment ratio 
will effectively lower the threshold 
for homebuyers, naturally leading 
to a rebound in homebuying 
demand,” Wang Yifeng, an analyst 
at Everbright Securities, was quot­
ed as saying by Shanghai Securities 
News.

Apart from lowering dowm pay­
ment ratios, cities like Beijing, 
Shanghai, and Shenzhen in Guang­
dong province and Hefei in Anhui 
province also announced other 
supportive measures, like cutting 
interest rates of home mortgages 
and housing provident fund. Such 
moves followed the central bank 
announcements on May 17 that it 
would further low'er mortgage 
interest rates as well as housing 
provident fund rates.

On Saturday, Shanghai lowered 
down payment ratios for the hous­
ing provident fund, effective Jan 1, 
2025.

Some commercial banks in Cen­
tral China’s Wuhan went further by 
lowering the first-home loan inter-
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too much on daily consumption, Li 
said.

Prior to the May 17 policies, a 
majority of Chinese cities had low­
ered their dowm payment ratio to 
between 20 percent and 30 percent 
(of the total cost of the housing 
unit). With eight cities, including 
Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou 
and Shenzhen in Guangdong prov­
ince, readily implementing the new 
policies, several other cities are 
now expected to follow suit, said 
Chen Wenjing, director’ of research 
with the China Index Academy.
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China’s property market is rife 
with speculation that more cities 
w'ill announce cuts to mortgage 
interest rates and down payment 
ratios, like several cities had done 
in the past few days.

Market insiders said they expect 
each city to announce new' meas­
ures that factor in local conditions. 
Together, such steps will likely spur 
housing demand nationwide, 
potentially aiding the industry’s 
stable and healthy development.

In response to a series of high- 
profile supportive policies 
announced by Chinese authorities 
on May 17, several cities announced 
new measures to shore up their 
local housing market.

“Cities including Wuhan in 
Hubei province and Huzhou in 
Zhejiang province have reportedly 
lowered down payment ratios for 
first-home buyers to as low as 15 
percent, suggesting there is high 
chance for other Chinese cities to 
guide the ratios down,” said Yan 
Yuejin, director of the Shanghai­
based E-house China Research and 
Development Institution.

On May 17, the country removed 
minimum requirements for com­
mercial mortgage rates for first and 
second homes nationwide. It also 
lowered minimum down payment

GCC countries, revitalizing tiie 
manufacturing sector has 
emerged as a key focus area to 
drive economic growth. By achiev­
ing industrial upgrade, these 
nations aim to meet local demand 
while diversifying their expoit 
structures, said Wang Guangda, 
secretary-general of the China-Ar­
ab Research Center on Reform 
and Development.

China’s advanced manufactur­
ing technologies, expertise and 
experience can greatly contribute 
to the establishment of a robust 
and sustainable manufacturing 
ecosystem in the region, and 
enhance their overall economic 
competitiveness, Wang added.

According to a study by the 
World Governments Summit in 
partnership with Strategy & Mid­
dle East released in February, GCC 
countries could accelerate the 
region’s economic growth by add­
ing more than $2.5 trillion to GDP 
over the next decade through pro­
ductivity performance enhance­
ment.

Moreover, GCC countries are 
ramping up their efforts to expe­
dite the implementation of green 
energy transition, and China’s 
manufacturing capabilities and 
cost-effective renewable energy 
technologies can contribute to 
Gulf countries’ efforts to establish 
a robust green energy sector, 
Wang said.

Efforts should be made to take 
advantage of the availability of raw 
materials of aluminum and plastic 
in GCC countries — and technolo­
gy and supply chains in China — 
and to establish joint factories to 
manufacture electric vehicles, said 
Basel Shadid, investment special­
ist of Gulf Organization for Indus­
trial Consulting.

Cooperation in areas such as 
renewable energy, technology and 
infrastructure can bring about 
transformative changes that 
extend beyond the Gulf region to 
the entire world, said UAE Vice- 
President Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan.
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China and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries will further 
deepen their partnership by lever­
aging their respective strengths 
and capitalizing on emerging 
opportunities in order to foster 
long-term collaboration and 
mutual benefit, officials and 
experts said on Thursday.

Efforts to forge closer ties 
between China-proposed Belt 
and Road Initiative with the 
development strategies of GCC 
member states w'ill push ahead 
toward greater regional connec­
tivity and shared growth, they 
said at the two-day China-GCC 
Countries Forum on Industrial 
and Investment Cooperation in 
Xiamen, Fujian province.

The strong economic comple­
mentarity between China and 
GCC countries will further solidify 
their natural partnership, said 
Zhao Chenxin, deputy head of the 
National Development and 
Reform Commission.

With the BRI serving as a key 
framew'ork, China aims to align 
policies and plans with GCC 
nations, paving the way for deep­
er cooperation and shared devel­
opment, Zhao said, adding that 
steps will be taken to facilitate 
the flow of capital, technology 
and personnel between the two 
sides.

As predominantly oil and gas­
producing nations, GCC member’ 
states have introduced a range of 
initiatives aimed at nurturing new 
growth sectors, including manu­
facturing and green energy, pre­
senting broader prospects for 
China-GCC economic coopera­
tion, experts said.

The GCC, which has its head­
quarters in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
is a political and economic union 
of six Persian Gulf-fronting Arab 
states — Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Unit­
ed Arab Emirates.

In the development vision of
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Beijing to align policies and plans 
with Gulf states for shared growth
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Experts: Plenty of drive Carbon-free current
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PATH TO MODERNIZATION

Baosteel ramps up smart, green output

W. China more popular among investors
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in Chongqing

million tons in the first quarter. 
The company’s commitment to 

building a high-end, smart and 
green production chain lias played 
a pivotal role in its resilience and 
continued profitability, it said.

In terms of its premiumization 
strategy, differentiation serves as its 
core competence, said the engineer. 

This strategy is built around a 
specialized portfolio family that 
highlights plates and silicon steel, 
alongside a range of differentiated 
products.

In 202.3, Baosteel achieved a 
sales volume of 27.92 million tons 
within this portfolio, up 10 percent 
year-on-year. Sales of cold-rolled 
automotive sheets surpassed 9 mil­
lion tons, setting a record.

Last year, the company’s invest­
ment in research and development 
reached 5.68 percent of total reve­
nue, with trial products accounting 
for 37 percent of sales, a 4.8 percent 
year-on-year increase. Baosteel had 
10 global product launches in 2023. 

On the technological front, Bao­
steel continues to advance its 
smart production capabilities. The 
company introduced 15 new sys­
tems, including a digital R&D plat­
form, and smart management and 
marketing.

The smart factory initiative has 

Baoshan Iron and Steel Co Ltd, or 
Baosteel, China’s leading steel manu­
facturer, is optimistic about its finan­
cial performance this year, and will 
double down on its “high-end, smart, 
and green” strategy to cater to rising 
demand from electric vehicle manu­
facturers, a senior executive said.

Bao Ping, chief engineer of Auto­
motive Steel Plate Technical Servi­
ces at the Shanghai-based company, 
said despite the domestic steel 
industry’s weak performance since 
the latter half of 2022, Baosteel lias 
maintained its position at the top in 
terms of total profit and outper­
formed its competitors last year.

The sector has been struggling 
with low downstream demand and 
supply pressures.

In the first quarter, Baosteel 
reported a total profit of some 2.8 
billion yuan ($386.5 million), main­
taining its leading position in the 
domestic market. For the full year 
2023, the company achieved a total 
profit of 15.09 billion yuan.

Baosteel’s growth in the interna­
tional market this year has also 
fueled its better performance, with 
export order volume exceeding 1.5 

rate was approximately 79 percent 
for the European Union, 78 percent 
for Canada, 77 percent for the Unit­
ed States and 76 percent for China. 
Over the long term, China’s capacity 
utilization rate has remained at a 
stable and reasonable level, he said. 

Some countries are claiming that 
China’s new energy vehicle industry 
is facing “overcapacity”. Tu Xin- 
quan, dean of the China Institute 
for WTO Studies at the University of 
International Business and Eco­
nomics, said that from the perspec­
tive of the global green transition, 
NEVs are still in their early stages 
and there remains significant mar­
ket potential.

Currently, the global NEV fleet is 
around 30 million vehicles, with 20 
million of these on Chinese roads. 
However, the total number of vehi­
cles worldwide is 1.45 billion. The 
share of NEVs is very small. Even 
converting half of the existing gaso­
line vehicles to NEVs could take 
many years, Th said.

The global penetration rate of 
NEVs, meaning the proportion of 
NEVs in new car sales, is only 15.7 
percent, indicating significant 
growth potential, he added.

“The rapid development of Chi­
na’s NEV industry in recent years 
has raised some concerns, which 
essentially boil down to discomfort 
with new competition. This is 
understandable, but it’s important 
to view the development of this 
emerging industry with a long-term 
perspective as it presents numerous 
possibilities,” Tu said.

He said that although Chinese 
NEV companies do have relatively 
good first-mover advantages, hav­
ing a first-mover advantage does not 
mean they will always lead, nor does 
it mean that latecomers will never 
have a chance.

“Thus, some countries are overre­

Chinese scholars visiting Tokyo 
shared their views on the current 
state and future trajectory of China’s 
economy, refuting claims from some 
countries that it has peaked and is 
facing “overcapacity’!

During a lecture held by the Chi­
nese embassy in Japan on Wednes­
day, Chen Weidong, director of the 
Research Institute of Bank of China, 
told the audience that based on the 
current situation, there is still signif­
icant growth potential in China’s 
real estate market.

Currently, the per capita housing 
area in China is 25 square meters. As 
urbanization progresses and the 
average housing area per person 
expands — alongside rigid housing 
demand from fresh college gradu­
ates each year — it is estimated that 
China will need around 1 billion 
square meters of new housing annu­
ally until 2035, Chen said.

Overall, China’s real estate market 
is seeking a new balance between 
supply and demand, aiming to 
maintain stable demand while 
ensuring housing prices do not 
experience significant volatility, he 
added.

Regarding remarks on China’s 
so-called industrial overcapacity, 
Chen said capacity utilization 
should be viewed in a global market 
context rather than limited to a sin­
gle country.

In 2023, the capacity utilization 

By WANG ZHUOQIONG 

in Shanghai 

wangzhuoqiong@chinadailycom.cn

Employees of State Grid Wenzhou Electric Power Co inspect photovoltaic panels on Nanji Island, 
Zhejiang province, on Tuesday to ensure reliable clean energy supplies, jiang shengnan / for china daily

Compared to last year, the fair 
has seen steady growth in the num­
ber and scale of the projects, with 
89 projects valued between 1 bil­
lion and 5 billion yuan, 12 projects 
valued between 5 billion and 10 bil­
lion yuan, and 4 projects valued 
over 10 billion yuan.

The investments are mainly 
from Guangdong, Sichuan, Jiang­
su provinces and Beijing, including 
four Fortune 500 companies.

Overseas investors have also 
shown interest in the region as 12 
foreign-funded projects with a 
total contracted value of 26.72 bil­
lion yuan were signed at the event. 

Chongqing, located on the upper 
reaches of the Yangtze River, 
boasts key geographic advantages 
as a strategic pivot point in the 
national development programs 
for China’s western regions and the 
Chengdu-Chongqing Economic 
Circle. It also is a connecting point 
for the Belt and Road Initiative and 
the Yangtze River Economic Belt. 

“The role of Sichuan and Chong­
qing as a driving force of the high- 
quality development in the 
western region is becoming 
increasingly evident,” said Zuo 
Yongxiang, vice-governor of Sich­
uan province, at the fair’s opening 
ceremony.

Last year, the economic scale of 
the Chengdu-Chongqing Econom­
ic Circle reached 8.19 trillion yuan, 
contributing 6.5 percent of the 
national economy with only 2 per­
cent of the country’s land area. The 
area lias established three national 
advanced manufacturing clusters 
and four national strategic emerg­
ing industry clusters.

Zuo noted that the total scale of 
the electronic information manu­
facturing industry in the area lias 
exceeded 1.6 trillion yuan and will 
become a world-class cluster.

As the guest country of honor at 
the fair, Belarus highlighted die 
Great Stone Industrial Park at its 
pavilion. Located in the capital city 
of Minsk, it is the largest industrial 
park established by China over­
seas.

“At this WCIFIT event, we are 
going to showcase the cooperation 
potential of Belarus across various 
fields to the fullest extent,” said 
Alexander Turchin, chairman of 
the executive committee, Minsk 
Region of Belarus, while delivering 
a speech.

Belarus was one of the first coun­
tries to involve itself in the Belt and 
Road Initiative. In June 2018, 
Chongqing launched a direct Chi­
na-Europe Railway Express route 
to Minsk. By the end of2023, direct 
train service between Chongqing 
and Belarus had operated a total of 
756 round trips, transporting near­
ly 70,000 TEUs of cargo, with a 
total cargo value of nearly 10.8 bil­
lion yuan.

“Chongqing is a benchmark city 
that exemplifies China’s moderni­
zation,” said Sunny Chai Ngai Chiu, 
chairman of Hong Kong Science 
and Technology Parks Corp and 
Federation of Hong Kong Indus­
tries, at the event’s opening cere­
mony.

He said in the process of techno­
logical innovation, both Chong­
qing and Hong Kong have their 
unique strengths. Chongqing 
boasts strong foundational indus­
tries and a deep integration of 
technological and industrial inno­
vation, which has fostered the 
development of several high-quali­
ty foundational industries. Mean­
while, Hong Kong excels in basic 
research and innovative studies.

China’s western region has 
attracted greater investment from 
home and abroad, as it intensifies 
efforts to boost high-quality devel­
opment and high-standard open- 
ing-up.

The ongoing Sixth Western Chi­
na International Fair for Invest­
ment and Trade (WCIFIT), which 
began in Chongqing on Thursday, 
has witnessed the signing of 196 
projects — including 124 manufac­
turing projects totaling 198.85 bil­
lion yuan ($27.45 billion) and 58 
modern service industry ones 
totaling 88.42 billion yuan.

The fair — themed “New Western 
China, New Manufacturing, New 
Services”—aims to enhance cooper­
ation and opening-up efforts in 
western China. It highlights modern 
productive services this year. Bela­
rus is the guest country of honor, 
and Sichuan is the guest province. 
The event will run until Sunday. 

“Investment enthusiasm to this 
region continues to rise,” Chong­
qing Economic and Information 
Commission said in a news release. 

“Amid the current sluggish glob­
al economic recovery, the invest­
ment environment in our city has 
garnered favor from both domestic 
and international enterprises. Our 
investment policies have been 
praised, leading to a growing will­
ingness among companies to 
invest in Chongqing.”

Last year, Chongqing’s GDP 
reached a record 3 trillion yuan 
($423 billion), up 6.1 percent year- 
on-year. It is the first city in western 
China to achieve a GDP that high. 

In the first quarter, it has 
achieved 6.2 percent GDP growth, 
ranked first in the western region 
and second in China.

145

.jJL

■ * f

I

seen the addition of nearly 50 new 
intelligent production lines and 
the deployment of over 200 robots, 
significantly enhancing produc­
tion efficiency, he said.

“We have positioned 2024 as the 
first year for Baosteel to promote 
its Al strategy?’ said Bao. On April 
26, the company signed a coopera­
tion agreement with Huawei, and 
launched its computing center.

‘We will rely on cloud computing 
and the new generation of Al tech­
nology to boost the transformation 
and implementation of Al,” said Bao. 

Baosteel’s efforts at environmen­
tal sustainability have also yielded 
significant results, said the compa­
ny. It made strides in ultralow 
emission transformation last year, 
with its Dongshan and Baoshan 
bases receiving the Performance 
A-level enterprise award for 2022. 

Additionally, Baosteel has com­
pleted the construction of the 
industry’s first carbon manage­
ment information system.

This system enables scientific 
management and certification of 
carbon footprints and carbon 
assets. The company also 
increased its participation in green 
electricity trading, coming second 
in the 2023 China Enterprise 
Green Electricity Trading Ranking.

Housing sector 
seen returning 
on steady track 
amid nation’s 
urbanization

*. w, .A-

acting by adopting trade protection 
measures against China’s leading 
position in the NEV field. Moreover, 
from the perspective of global cli­
mate change mitigation and achiev­
ing a green transition, the 
development of China’s NEV indus­
try should be encouraged, not 
feared,” he said.

He further explained that the gov­
ernment does not pick specific com­
panies to support directly with 
subsidies for NEVs. Instead, subsi­
dies are given to consumers, allow­
ing them to choose the products 
they prefer.

Moreover, China has significantly 
opened up market access in the NEV 
field, allowing many new car manu­
facturers to enter this sector, includ­
ing private and foreign companies, 
rather than reserving market oppor­
tunities for State-owned enterpris­
es, Tu said.

Over the past 40 years, China’s 
economic growth has been heavily 
driven by two key factor inputs — 
capital and labor. In the future, Chi­
na’s economy is likely to be driven 
more by total factor productivity, or 
TFP, growth, said Liu Qiao, dean of 
the Guanghua School of Manage­
ment at Peking University, who 
believes that it is possible for China 
to maintain a TFP growth rate above 
2 percent.

Liu highlighted the importance 
of sustaining a certain level of 
investment and investing in key 
future sectors, such as new infra­
structure and strategic emerging 
industries.

In his opinion, key future areas 
include technological innovation. 
This involves creating a high-level 
circulation of technology, finance 
and industry, where financial sup­
port fuels technological advance­
ments, driving industrial 
innovation.
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Clean energy boosted by tech, supply chains
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Robots operate an automated assembly line of Nio vehicles in Hefei in October, xinhua

competition,” Xia said.

XINHUA

Low-carbon lifestyles gaining in popularity among todays young Chinese

*

5
V

■F-

XINHUA

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/12/2024 1:37:40 PM

[Hrtrlum-

5s
3,

•fe. ■

f ■ 
i iK -

development of low-carbon prod­
ucts. It shall then encourage con­
sumers to choose such products and 
form low-carbon consumption hab­
its,” said Jiang.

&

This cutting-edge intelligent sys­
tem, the brainchild of Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang province-based startup 
Rokid, has boosted the production 
line’s efficiency by over 50 percent. 
This smart assembly line has con­
tributed to half of the factory’s over­
all production output.

Sungrow Power Supply, head­
quartered in Hefei, is a leading com­
pany in China’s solar energy sector. 
It has incorporated large Al lan­
guage models into its safety warn­
ing protocols and launched a 
prediagnostic system designed to 
elevate the industry’s standards of 
predictive maintenance.

“With this system, we can contin­
uously monitor vital parameters 
such as voltage, current and temper­

ature for each battery cell,” said Xu 
Sheng, general manager of Sun- 
grow’s smart energy product center. 

“For a power station capable of 
generating electricity of 100 mega­
watt hours, the system can produce 
a comprehensive diagnostic report 
in just a minute,” said Xu.

This intelligent solution offers 
proactive alerts up to seven days 
before the onset of anomalies and 
has die potential to enhance opera­
tional efficiency by 30 percent.

“Young Chinese today have a 
broader worldview, stronger moral 
and public sense, and as a result, 
they will care more about carbon 
emissions and environmental pro­
tection,” Wang said. “Moreover, our 
generation is likely to witness die 
realization of China’s dual carbon 
goals and benefit from it.”

*

to prominence as the nation’s hub for 
the manufacture of power batteries. 

Regional specialization, paired 
with a concentrated pool of indus­
trial expertise, has given rise to a 
self-reinforcing momentum that 
spurs innovation and effectively 
drives down production costs.

In contrast to traditional fuel- 
powered vehicles, the cycle for 
updating NEVs has been substan­
tially shortened. Minor updates are 
usually made on an annual basis, 
while significant overhauls occur 
every two years.

Scientists from the Chinese Aca­
demy of Sciences have located their 
research center in Liyang, capitaliz­
ing on its proximity to industry 
chains, which can facilitate the 
seamless transformation of their 
research findings into practical 
applications.

“Over 10 of our suppliers have 
been relocated here in the wake of 
our own establishment in the city,” 
said Hua Xia, manager of a power 
battery plant in Liyang under Con­
temporary Amperex Technology Co 
Ltd. CATL lias become China’s larg­
est automotive lithium-ion battery 
maker.

A multitude of enterprises within 
the NEV supply chain, complement­
ed by the region’s extensive network 
of high-speed rail and expressway 
infrastructure, have created a 
dynamic industry circle all within a 
four-hour drive, said Song Tingting, 
chief analyst in the automotive 
industry at Huatai Securities 
Research Institute.

“This approach complies with the 
principle of local sourcing, which 
can lead to a significant reduction in 
transportation costs,” Song said.

GUANGZHOU - For Yang Meng- 
ming, commuting via electric bus, 
declining disposable chopsticks 
from takeout orders and using her 
own coffee cup instead of disposable 
ones have all become routine.

The 30-year-old white-collar 
worker in South China’s tech hub of 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province, 
has purchased a new energy vehicle 
for personal use and prefers prod­
ucts with low-carbon labels, even if 
they are priced slightly higher than 
others.

“Everyone can contribute to envi­
ronmental protection within their 
means, which, in the long run, will 
benefit everyone,” Yang said.

Yang represents a growing num­
ber of young Chinese who adopt 
low-carbon lifestyles, as the coun­
try’s drive to realize its “dual carbon 
goals” serves to raise public aware­
ness and nurture an expanding 
market for green products.

Wang Jingjun, a postdoctoral stu­
dent in Wuhan, Hubei province, 
always carries a cloth bag to avoid 
using plastic bags, and looks out for 
low-carbon labels on products when 
shopping.

“I’m glad to find that there are 
more and more low-carbon prod­
ucts in recent years such as paper 
towels, sanitary napkins, shampoo, 
furniture and home appliances,” 

said the 31-year-old student at Hua- 
zhong University of Science and 
Technology.

’■ i'U.
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ive approach in the development of 
new technologies and materials 
throughout the NEV industry chain, 
with a multitude of technological 
innovations emerging from within 
the country,” said Xia Yingsong, 
chairman of Zhongding Group.

Zhongding, based in Anhui, spe­
cializes in a range of automotive 
components, including sealing solu­
tions, systems for vibration and 
noise reduction, fluid management 
and air suspension systems.

“Capitalizing on the benefits of a 
vast market scale and a diverse array 
of product types, Chinese manufac­
turers are verifying the compatibili­
ty and stability of automotive 
components and forging ahead with 
innovations amid intense market

Smart tech
Tech advancements are also 

transforming the landscape of solar 
panel manufacturing in China. At 
JA Solar’s smart photovoltaic mod­
ule factory in Hefei, an engineer 
wears 5G-enabled augmented reali­
ty glasses and directs his gaze at an 
assembly machine.

With a simple verbal command to 
capture an image, the AR system, 
supported by artificial intelligence 
algorithms, swiftly presents a 
detailed equipment inspection 
report in less than a second, report­
ing its status: “No vibration, clamp­
ing normal, no screw protrusion on 
the nylon block.”

ST'1

HEFEI — A notion that China’s 
burgeoning clean energy sector is 
propped up by market-distorting 
subsidies has been circulating about 
in Washington’s corridors of power. 
Yet, an on-the-ground investigation 
of China’s industrial powerhouse 
debunks the argument.

A glimpse into the inner workings 
of a solar panel facility revolution­
ized by augmented reality, a highly 
automated and intelligent assembly 
line of electric vehicles and a battery 
manufacturer using smart robotics 
in warehousing tells a compelling 
story.

Their cost competitiveness, a 
boon for global consumers and for 
initiatives to wean humanity off fos­
sil fuels, is a direct result of tech 
prowess and the strength of supply 
chains, rather than a reliance on 
subsidies.

People ride past a row of Hellobike shared bikes in Beijing in April. 
HONG ZEHUA / XINHUA
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Sungrow Power Supply's new energy tech center is seen in Hefei, Anhui province, in April, chen sanhu / for china daily

Green lifestyle
Zhao Chengzhu, a 30-year-old 

Beijing resident, has formed a habit 
of riding a bike for short-distance 
commutes.

“In a metropolis like Beijing, rid­
ing a bike is often more convenient 
than driving. Moreover, I hope it can 
minimize my carbon footprint and 
help the society reduce its reliance 
on natural resources,” said Zhao.

Hellobike, one of the leading 
bike-sharing companies in China, 
said its bike-sharing service covers 
more than 500 cities in China, with 
registered users surpassing 600 
million.

By the end of 2023, the company 
had accumulated over 42 billion 
kilometers in cycling distance, 
equivalent to reducing carbon emis­
sions by 1.9 million metric tons, said 
Chu Yiqun, vice-president of 
Hellobike.

“Our core users are aged between 
20 and 45 and the main usage sce­
narios include commuting, connect­
ing to public transportation, and 
leisure and entertainment,” said 
Chu.

Growing clusters
As China advances in the realm of 

new quality productive forces, a 
substantial surge in total factor pro­
ductivity is recognized as a core hall­
mark of this progress.

Within the expansive 6,000- 
square-meter three-dimensional 
warehouse at PTL’s Liyang facility in 
Changzhou, Jiangsu province, a 
fleet of 50 intelligent four-way fork­
lifts and 34 transport robots operate 
tirelessly.

These machines meticulously 
orchestrate the logistics of raw 
materials for lithium battery 
anodes, all under the direction of an 
Al-driven robotic system.

The warehouse’s operational 
capabilities have seen a remarkable 
boost, increasing by 70 percent, 
while its storage density lias been 
optimized by 30 percent. Moreover, 
compared with traditional stackers, 
the system achieves a 30 percent 
reduction in energy consumption.

The improved logistics efficiency is 
part of a large picture of the robust 
supply chain ecosystem that bolsters 
the NEV industry in China’s econom­
ically brisk Yangtze River Delta 
region, where industrial cities such 
as Hefei and Changzhou are situated. 

Particularly, Changzhou has risen

Automated factory
At new energy vehicle maker Nio’s 

state-of-the-art manufacturing hub 
in the eastern Chinese city of Hefei, 
Anhui province, an innovative vehi­
cle storage and retrieval platform, 
aptly named ‘Rubik’s Cube” effi­
ciently manages over 700 vehicle 
bodies, facilitating a seamless pro­
cess for personalized production.

Within the bustling workshop, a 
fleet of over 800 intelligent robots 
are operating with high precision. 
These advanced machines are capa­
ble of installing four car doors with 
remarkable accuracy in a mere 98 
seconds, achieving a margin of error 
that does not exceed 0.5 millimeters. 

The entire process, from the 
moment a customer submits an 
order to the car’s completion on the 
production line, takes just 14 days.

Hefei is rapidly emerging as a hub 
for NEV manufacturing. The city is 
fortifying its NEV industry infra­
structure by successfully attracting 
key industry players, including the 
headquarters of Nio, Volkswagen’s 
modular electric drive platform fac­
tory and BYD’s Hefei base.

BYD’s 2023 annual report 
revealed that its research and devel­
opment expenditure for the year 
soared to about 39.6 billion yuan 
($5.47 billion), marking a 112 per­
cent year-on-year growth and sur­
passing Tesla’s R&D spending.

China’s NEV sector is at the fore­
front of technological innovation, 
with a significant upsurge in R&D 
activities.

According to a report released in 
February by Patsnap, a global patent 
database, the emerging industry 
saw a 21.9 percent year-on-year 
growth in the number of invention 
patent applications filed in 2023, 
with an impressive 54.9 percent 
year-on-year increase in overseas 
patent applications.

“China has been taking a proact-

Sustainable market
Many Chinese companies are 

catering to consumers who are 
increasingly conscious of their car­
bon footprint.

Recently, a Shenzhen-based com­
pany released a zero-carbon open­
ear headphone. The Cleer ARC 3, 
produced by Shenzhen Grandsun 
Electronic Co Ltd, obtained a car­
bon-neutral certificate by maximiz­
ing the use of recyclable materials, 
green electricity and equipment 
with low power consumption.

Wu Haiquan, president of the 
company, said they have been 
inspired by the nation’s dual carbon 
goals, which aim to peak carbon 
emissions before 2030 and realize 
carbon neutrality before 2060.

“Low-carbon consumption will 
become an inevitable trend as the 
government rolls out green policies 
and promotes low-carbon aware­
ness,” said Wu. “It’s better for com­
panies to act sooner rather than 
later, seizing the opportunity and 
staying ahead of the curve.”

Shenzhen-based jewelry compa­
ny Yuepeng Gold last year released 
its first zero-carbon gold bar prod­
uct, utilizing recycled gold and tran­

The younger generation has dis­
played a particular interest in low- 
carbon lifestyles. According to a 
2020 survey by China Youth Climate 
Action Network, 95 percent of inter­
viewed college students aged 
between 18 and 24 endorse a low- 
carbon lifestyle, while 62 percent 
are willing to pay a higher price for 
the sake of environmental 
protection.

& -

NEVs in particular 
made efficiently, 
affordably in cities 
like Anhui’s Hefei
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sitioning to energy-saving 
production.

The zero-carbon gold bars 
received a warm reception from 
consumers, and were sold out with­
in minutes during China’s mid-year 
online shopping festival known as 
the “618” shopping festival, accord­
ing to the company.

Remarking on the market pros­
pects of carbon-neutral products in 
China, Mickael Lefebvre, chief tech­
nology officer of Grandsun, said an 
ecosystem of such products is rapid­
ly taking root in China, which bene­
fits the development of new carbon- 
neutral products.

China is already the largest mar­
ket for NEVs, with domestic sales 
reaching 8.29 million units last year. 

“If consumers have already 
bought electric cars and fridges that 
emit less, then it’s not a big leap for 
them to think their other devices 
need to have smaller carbon foot­
prints,” Lefebvre said.

Jiang Zechuan, an official with 
the ecology and environment 
bureau of Shenzhen, attributes the 
increasing popularity of low-carbon 
lifestyles to governmental guidance, 
corporate innovation and public 
participation.

“The government shall first pro­
vide guidance and encourage busi­
nesses to engage in research and 

* Y fyiil

________

V

ihf. j ’Cl

ok • - j
■ 1 ■1.- ’

“JI



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/12/2024 1:37:40 PM
CHINA DAILY | GLOBAL EDITION Friday, May 24,2024 I 11

COMMENT
Editorials

Luo Jie

A : *
p

A? • ’ k J

X
Opinion Line

People-to-people exchanges key
to addressing misunderstanding

Countermeasures against US sanctions called for

T

Unnecessary rush is high speed to nowhere

Israel ostracizing itself from global community
- BEIJING YOUTH DAILY
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At least 26 newly-built high­
speed railway stations across the 
country are either not in use or 
have been shut down due to poor 
planning or low passenger flow. 

New high-speed railway stations 
in some less-developed regions, 
where the old railway stations suffice 
to meet local needs, are seen as vani­
ty projects. It takes certain economic 
size and population within the ser­
vice radius of a high-speed railway 
station to sustain its operation. 

The local governments should be 
practical when it comes to con-

the “San Francisco vision”, agreeing 
to take joint actions to strengthen 
people-to-people exchanges and 
promote the steady and long-term 
development of ties. 

China and the US differ in histo­
ry, culture, social systems and 
development paths, but their peo­
ple are friendly, hardworking and 
pragmatic. It is goodwill and friend­
ship between the two peoples that 
have brought China-US relations 
back on the right track again and 
again. However, in recent years, 
some in the US see China as a stra­
tegic rival and make containment a 
priority in their China policy. 

This highlights the greater need 
for the two countries to build more 
roads rather than barriers. 

China lias introduced a series of 
major policy measures to facilitate 
people-to-people exchanges and the

strutting high-speed railway sta­
tions. The decision-making process 
should be based on realistic, scien­
tific, and objective assessments of 
the actual needs, as well as the con­
struction and operating costs.

As urbanization over the past two 
decades has siphoned about half of 
the previously rural population to 
urban areas, and the weak housing 
market has seriously affected gov­
ernment revenue, worsening the 
debt pressure on local governments, 
it takes more scientific and prudent 
thinking to plan and build large

infrastructure projects to prevent 
them from becoming a debt trap, 
not to mention contributing to local 
socioeconomic development.

Local governments should be 
aware that it is a strong economy 
that boosts the upgrading of local 
public infrastructure, rather than 
the opposite. Although transporta­
tion plays an important role in 
boosting growth, its marginal effect 
would be remarkably reduced if the 
former outpaces the requirements 
of the latter.

ceptions of China’s stand and what it has been 
doing for the settlement of the conflict.

China is doing business with many countries, 
including the United States. In doing so, it adheres 
to the established trade rules and the principle of 
not harming any third party.

It is Washington that should reflect on what it 
has done with regard to the Ukraine crisis and 
what has been taking place in Gaza. Has Washing­
ton done anything for the peaceful settlement of 
the crises? No. Just the opposite.

China treasures bilateral relations with the Unit­
ed States, and it continues to believe that the two 
largest economies can do a lot of things together for 
the development of the global economy and world 
peace. They can work together to address a lot of 
common challenges the world faces.

However, Washington fears that China’s rise will 
challenge the US’ status as the global hegemon, and 
it has been doing whatever it can to contain the rise 
of China.

Russia-related factors are nothing but one more 
excuse Washington has employed to contain the 
development of China. Even without this excuse, 
Washington would find another to impose sanc­
tions against Chinese companies.

Yet China’s rise is unstoppable. What Washington 
does will only do a disservice to the development of 
bilateral relations between the two countries and to 
the recovery of the global economy.

the island’s residents on the US’ support for their 
cause. But Lai surely has enough acumen to know 
that becoming entangled in the schemes of Wash­
ington means falling into the trap of its games. The 
mess that results from that, whatever the degree, will 
be beyond their ability to clean up as they will be 
nothing but puppets on string.

That Lai knows that it will be the feiwan people that 
will bear the main brunt of a gamble that is doomed to 
failure was evident in his inauguration speech as he 
cited the support of “allies” the island’s economic 
strength and “security” muscle in a bid to boost public 
confidence in the disastrous course he depicted.

That he spent considerable time and energy cov­
ering the fact that the DPP lost in both the island’s 
local elections and the legislative body election 
exposes his concerns about the extent of popular 
support for his “pro-independence” cause.

ManyTaiwan people see onlytoo clearlythe dead 
end that Lai is leading the island to, and the price 
they will have to pay to get there. Ultimately, it is 
the residents on the island who are being asked to 
stake the secessionist’s wager on the island being 
an exception to the US’ hypocrisy and callousness. 

The necessary measures Beijing takes to safe­
guard national sovereignty and territorial integrity 
are in line with international practice and law.

Beijing hopes to achieve the reunification of the 
motherland through peaceful means as much as 
anyone. It is willing to create broad space for peace­
ful reunification. But Lai and the DPP should real­
ize there is no room for separatist activities, and 
reunification is inevitable.

opinion shocked by the brutality of Israel’s 
response to the Hamas-led attacks on Israel on Oct 
7, it’s natural that nations should finally acknowl­
edge Israel’s decades-long subjugation of the Pales­
tinians, which doesn’t mean any denial of the state 
of Israel or the Israeli people’s own right to security. 

The Benjamin Netanyahu administration has 
been called “the most right-wing government in 
Israel’s history”, as it is in the thrall of ultranational­
ist and extreme religious elements. If it pressures 
nations, it will only put itself further in debt to 
Washington for the latter’s support, which is fac­
tored on it acting as its proxy.

Thus Israel’s diplomatic situation will go from 
bad to worse. Even the US administration is strug­
gling to sustain its stance of unconditional support 
to Tel Aviv in the face of Israel’s use of force against 
the civilian population in Gaza, which has prompt­
ed the prosecutor of the International Criminal 
Court to apply for arrest warrants for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minis­
ter Yoav Gallant.

Israel needs to accept it is part of the internation­
al community and recognize that the UN General 
Assembly resolution represents the near unani­
mous consensus of the community. It is only turn­
ing itself into a pariah-puppet of the US by blindly 
plowing its current furrow.

he unilateral sanctions Washington has 
imposed on a number of Chinese entities 
under the pretext of so-called Russia-re­
lated factors are unjustifiable. It is natural

that Beijing should respond to such “bullying and 
economic coercion”

That explains why China took measures on Tues­
day against 12 US companies involved in the US 
arms sales to Taiwan and their senior executives. 
They include units of Lockheed Martin, Raytheon 
and General Dynamics. Their assets in China will 
be frozen and their senior executives banned from 
entering China.

These companies have seriously infringed on the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of China. The 
sanctions are what they deserve.

There is indeed trade between China and Russia, 
and the trade volume between the two countries is 
rapidly increasing. There is no reason for the mili­
tary conflict between Russia and Ukraine to 
become a factor that prohibits China from doing 
business with either country. Nor any reason why 
China should snap to attention at the US’ com­
mand and cut its normal trade ties with Russia just 
because Washington tells it to.

China has long taken an objective and impartial 
position on the Ukraine crisis, and has been doing 
whatever it can to broker a cease-fire for the peace­
ful settlement of the conflict.

Washington, however, has sought to distort per-
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s a tried and true radical secessionist, Tai­
wan’s new administrative head Lai Ching- 
te will have known just how provocative 
.his inauguration speech was.

He will therefore know that he is responsible for 
Beijing having to signal its resolve to safeguard the 
nation’s sovereignty and territorial integrity by force 
if necessary.

The People’s Liberation Army commenced a mili­
tary drill around the island shortly after Lai deliv­
ered his “pro-independence” peppered speech at 
his inauguration in Taipei on Monday.

Lai should not be so smitten by the attention lav­
ished on him by Washington as to ignore the dif­
ferences between these PLA drills and those in 
August two years ago following then US House 
speaker Nancy Pelosi’s ill-intentioned visit to Tai­
pei at the invitation of his predecessor Tsai Ing- 
wen.

The military drill demonstrates PLAs powerful 
joint combat capabilities such as joint sea-air combat 
readiness patrols, joint seizure of comprehensive 
battlefield control, and joint precision strikes on key 
targets. These capabilities are not within the reach of 
the Taiwan armed forces. Lai should discard the fan­
tasy that any external forces can “come to his rescue” 

It is foreseeable that in the early days of the Lai 
authorities, both sides of the Taiwan Strait will try to 
express their positions in various ways. But Beijing’s 
bottom line is clear.

Since the island on its own does not have the 
means to prevent national reunification by force, Lai 
and his like-minded ilk are betting the well-being of

fter the UN General Assembly passed a 
resolution on May 10 reaffirming the 
right of the Palestinians to self-determi- 

. nation and statehood, with an over­
whelming vote of 143 in favor and 9 against, the 
international consensus that a Palestine people’s 
state should be recognized could not be more evi­
dent.

Even the United States, which voted against the 
resolution, had to explain shortly after that its “vote 
does not reflect opposition to Palestinian state­
hood” and claim that it supports it and seeks “to 
advance it meaningfully”

Thus when Norway, Ireland and Spain 
announced they recognized the Palestinian state 
on Wednesday, saying they believe it is “the best 
way to achieve lasting peace in the Middle East” 
they stepped forward to stand on the right side of 
history.

Israel’s response to the move has been to recall its 
ambassadors from the three countries. That might 
be precipitous because it may prompt other mem­
bers of the international community to choose 
sides and, given the UN General Assembly vote, 
that choice is unlikely to be in Israel’s favor.

The latest round of the Israel-Palestine conflict 
has stirred the conscience of people around the 
world. Under the influence of domestic public

The second Forum on Building 
up China’s Cultural Strength 
opened in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
province, on Thursday, hosted by 
the Publicity Department of the 
Communist Party'of China Central 
Committee. This year’s forum dem­
onstrates the Party’s commitment 
to securing new successes in devel­
oping socialist culture and promot­
ing international exchanges. 

The Party attaches great impor­
tance to culture. Thanks to that, the 
nation’s cultural confidence lias 
been elevated.

Since 2012, the awareness of the 
fundamental role culture plays in 
boosting national rejuvenation and 
developing a modem Chinese civili­
zation has been greatly elevated, 
inspiring a flowering of cultural 
creativity and exchanges and mutu­
al learning with other civilizations 
in the spirit of openness and inclu­
sivity.

The topics of this year’s forum 
cover literary and artistic creation, 
digital publishing, the film indus­
try, historical and cultural heritage 
protection, the cultural trade, inter­
net copyright protection and inno­
vation in international 
communication. These represent 
the focus of the Party for the reali­
zation of its vision of cultural devel-

The 14th China-US Tourism 
Leadership Summit that opened in 
Xi’an, capital of Shaanxi province, 
on Wednesday, is expected to serve 
as an important bridge to further 
facilitate exchanges and closer 
understanding between the peo­
ples of China and the United 
States.

This year marks the 45th anni­
versary of the establishment of dip­
lomatic relations between China 
and the US. A lesson for the two 
countries is that they benefit from 
cooperation and lose from confron­
tation, and bilateral relations can 
only be based on mutual respect, 
peaceful coexistence and win-win 
cooperation. Last November, the 
heads of state of the two countries 
reached a series of common under­
standings on the future develop­
ment of bilateral ties and launched

opment in the form of concrete cul­
ture-related industrial, technologi­
cal and institutional projects. 

The forum can help all relevant 
parties better understand how to 
unleash the potential of China’s cul­
tural development, and materialize 
it into economic progress and gov­
ernance advances, as well as tangi­
ble benefits for the people. 

China’s openness to foreign capi­
tal, talents and businesses in the 
cultural cause, and the huge 
demand for cultural products and 
services of the Chinese market 
mean rich business and develop­
ment opportunities for multina­
tional cultural companies and 
individual talents in the field. By 
further improving its business envi­
ronment in the cultural market, the 
country can foster sustainable vital­
ity in its cultural sector and pro­
mote international exchanges. 

Prosperous international cultural 
exchanges can effectively promote 
mutual learning among different 
civilizations, help deepen the mutu­
al understanding among different 
nations, and strengthen the bonds 
of friendship among different peo­
ples.

This is conducive to reducing the 
global trust deficit, eliminating cul­
tural bias and easing international

US should work with China to 
reduce policy obstacles on travel, 
visa and entry, increase direct 
flights, adjust the travel alert level 
for China, and encourage and sup­
port people from various sectors to 
strengthen exchanges.

The foundation of China-US rela­
tions was built by the people, the 
door of China-US ties was opened 
by the people, the story of the rela­
tions is written by the people, and 
the future of the ties will certainly 
be created by the two peoples. The 
two countries should respond to 
the people’s desire to strengthen 
exchanges and cooperation, active­
ly promote people-to-people and 
cultural exchanges with a long­
term vision, and inject a stronger 
stabilizing force into the develop­
ment of bilateral relations.

- BEIJING YOUTH DAILY

tensions between different cultures, 
ethnic groups and religions.

The fast advancement of infor­
mation technology, artificial intelli­
gence and the digital economy has 
produced both challenges and 
opportunities. Although the mark­
edly reduced cost of cross-border 
communication and spreading of 
virtual and physical cultural factors 
greatly facilitates cultural 
exchanges, that process is seriously 
lopsided in favor of the developed 
countries.

The rich club members seem to 
take it for granted that their eco­
nomic, technological and military 
prowess represents cultural superi­
ority, and act accordingly, at the 
cost of global cultural diversity. 
They do so irrespective of the fact 
that their cultural bias, if not 
hegemony, is increasingly recog­
nized as the root cause of many hot­
spot issues in the world.

That calls for more countries to 
join China’s efforts to counter the 
cultural hegemon by spreading 
more rational cultural views and 
promoting cultural diversity and 
mutual learning between civiliza­
tions. The ongoing cultural forum 
in Shenzhen is part of China’s 
efforts to that end.

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY
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Days of the US dictating the EU are numbered
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he United States is going berserk 
trying to drive a wedge between 
China and the European Union in 
a bid to divide the world into polit­

ical blocs, but such a strategy is doomed to 
failure.

US State Department Deputy Spokesman 
Vedant Patel told reporters on May 16 that 
“it (China) can’t have it both ways. You can’t 
want to have good, further, stronger, deep­
ened relationships with European and oth­
er countries while simultaneously 
continuing to fuel the biggest threat to 
European security in a long time” 

Such deliberate distortion of facts, how­
ever, can no longer fool people. Patel might 
be speaking for the US administration, but 
it is absurd that he also tries to speak for 
the EU and the rest of the world despite the 
US’ habit of hijacking the world.

China, along with India, Indonesia, Bra­
zil, South Africa and most other develop­
ing countries, has been calling for a cease­
fire and urging Russia and Ukraine to 
hold negotiations to resolve the Ukraine 
conflict. In contrast, the US forced 
Ukraine to halt the peace talks with Rus-

The article also says that in the long run, 
tariff hikes insulate US industries from 
competition, stymieing innovation and rais­
ing the costs for consumers. And it con­
cludes that Biden’s tariff move is mostly 
about optics, targeted at appeasing voters in 
the US’ industrial belt including the swing 
states of Pennsylvania and Michigan. 
According to the FT article, the measures 
risk turning the US presidential election 
campaign into a bidding war on China 
hawkishness.

US-China ties are the world’s most 
important bilateral relationship, politically, 
economically and militarily, as the two sides 
are working on addressing the climate cri­
sis, resolving regional conflicts, alleviating 
poverty and tackling other common issues. 

The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexist­
ence will celebrate its 70th anniversary next 
month. And even after seven decades, they 
offer the right framework for establishing 
win-win partnership between Beijing and 
Washington.

Accordingly, the “San Francisco Vision” 
the Xi-Biden meeting launched last year 
charted the direction for stable and sustain­
able China-US relations. But the US’ mis­
guided “Chinese overcapacity” narrative 
and steep tariff hikes on Chinese-made eco- 
friendly products, including EVs, are incom­
patible with the San Francisco Vision.

he will work with Congress to issue sanc­
tions against ICC officials, quite a few EU 
countries including France, Belgium and 
Slovenia have voiced their support for the 
ICC ruling.

Ben Rhodes, who served as deputy chief 
of former US President Barack Obama’s 
White House National Security Council, 
lamented that “it would be a historic and 
dangerous mistake for a Democratic 
Administration to participate in an attack 
on international law and institutions”. 

The recent announcement of Spain, Ire­
land and Norway that they will formally 
recognize the state of Palestine is another 
strong European rebuke of the US’ biased 
policy in the Middle East, especially regard­
ing Israel and Palestine.

At the annual United Nations General 
Assembly, the EU countries opposed the 
brutal US embargo on Cuba.

The US still wields outsized influence in 
the EU, but the repeated outcry by French 
President Emmanuel Macron that the EU 
should not be a US vassal shows that the 
days of the US dictating the EU are num­
bered.

blunt in his remarks during his visit in Cali­
fornia last week, complaining about the US 
Inflation Reduction Act and the more than 
100 percent punitive tariffs on Chinese EVs, 
decisions on which the EU was not at all 
consulted.

Moreover, Patel is not alone in sowing 
discord. Launching a vicious attack against 
China, US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, 
in a speech at the Frankfurt School of 
Finance and Management in Germany on 
Thesday, tried to rally German and EU sup­
port in the “economic war” on China, ignor­
ing the fact that German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz and German business leaders have 
publicly opposed the US’ punitive tariffs on 
Chinese-made EVs.

The Europeans are horrified by the pros­
pects of a second Donald Trump presiden­
cy, and transatlantic relations are certainly 
not as close as Washington likes to think. 

While US President Joe Biden denounced 
an International Criminal Court prosecutor 
for seeking to issue arrest warrants against 
senior Israeli officials on charges of “war 
crimes" and “crimes against humanity’; and 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said

1

Emmons said in a markedly didactical arti­
cle, headlined “Too Much of a Good Thing?” 
which was published way back in 1999 that 
“overcapacity per se isn’t necessarily bad. 
With excess supply, prices go down; that’s 
good for those industries benefiting from 
low-priced materials or commodities... In 
addition, overcapacity often springs from 
innovation — and an improved product 
muscles into the market alongside previous 
versions, now rendered passe.” 

Also, Emmons reaffirmed that “excess 
capacity is often in the eyes of the beholder.” 

Large economies such as the US, China, 
Germany and Japan are tackling the phe­
nomenon all the time on the entrepreneuri­
al level. Thanks to their “overcapacity” the 
four countries are able to supply the rest of 
the world with a wide range of goods that 
much smaller economies are not able or 
willing to produce and export. 

It is in this context that Brussels-based

to voltaic panel, electric vehicles, advanced 
batteries, wind turbines, 5G and more. 
Since the US lags behind China in these sec­
tors, Washington is badmouthing Beijing as 
if achieving success in these sectors is some 
kind of bad behavior.

Sachs added that the US approach to Chi­
na is based on a mix of arrogance, nastiness 
and naivete. A toxic cocktail indeed. The 
Columbia University professor also empha­
sized that the US wants Europe to partly 
close its markets to China’s goods. 

How the European Union responds to 
this remains to be seen, though much 
depends on the outcome of the June 9 Euro­
pean Parliament elections that will deter­
mine the composition of the 27-nation 
European Commission, which currently is 
headed by Ursula von der Leyen. She is run­
ning for re-election and seems to have 
Washington’s ear as far as the West’s politi­
co-economic relations with Beijing are con­
cerned.

Von der Leyen has echoed US Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen’s repeated claims 
about China’s alleged overcapacity. Consid­
ering that both Von der Leyen and Yellen 
studied economics, I am puzzled that they 
have been continuously harping upon Chi­
na’s overcapacity narrative. As trained econ­
omists, they should know better. Though 
both are also senior politicians, it is disap­
pointing to see them engaging in the politi­
cally motivated “China’s overcapacity” 
narrative.

However, President Xi Jinping told both 
Von der Leyen and French President 
Emmanuel Macron in Paris on May 6 that 
there is no such tiling as “China’s overca­
pacity problem” adding that he hoped EU 
institutions would develop the right percep­
tion about China and adopt a positive China 
policy.

Overcapacity an 
old phenomenon

A person with even a modicum of knowl­
edge about economics would know that 
overcapacity — too many products and too 
high production capacity with too few buy­
ers — is an age-old phenomenon studied by 
economists as different in their analyses as 
Adam Smith and Karl Marx.

Harvard Business School editor Garry

Global
Lens

Tariffs on Chinese
products misguided

An editorial in the Financial Times, head­
lined “A misguided move on Chinese tariffs" 
published last week, says the Joe Biden 
administration’s 100 percent tariff on EVs 
carries more bark than bite, because the US 
imports just 2 percent of its EVs from Chi­

sia in spring of 2022.
China put forward its position document 

on the political settlement of the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict in February last year and 
Chinese special envoy' for Eurasian affairs 
Li Hui has been busy mediating between 
different parties in an effort to restore 
peace.

Ukrainian and some EU leaders have 
responded much more positively to China’s 
efforts to resolve the Ukraine crisis than US 
politicians. More and more Europeans are 
waking up to the reality that the US wants 
to prolong the conflict to serve its own geo­
political interests and boost its military 
industrial complex.

On Saturday, Bulgarian President Rumen 
Radev said that “it is unacceptable to 
present the continuation of the war and the 
impossible victory over Russia as the only 
possible solution” — a message aimed at 
helping Washington and Brussels to take 
note of the assassination attempt on Slovak 
Prime Minister Robert Fico. Fico is also a 
EU leader who supports a cease-fire and 
diplomatic solution to the Ukraine conflict. 

EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell was

I •* *

EU shouldn’t follow 
in US footsteps

As US political scientist John Mueller 
said in an article in December last year, the 
angst over Japan’s economic growth and 
business practices was intense and wide­
spread in the West, in the US in particular', 
in the 1980s. In the article, headlined 
“Remember when Japan was going to take 
over the world?” Mueller quotes US politi­
cal scientist Samuel Huntington as saying 
that “economics is the continuation of war 
by other means” — a variation of German 
military theorist Carl von Clausewitz’s 
famous aphorism that “war is the continua­
tion of policy with other means”

Besides, economist, public policy analyst 
and Columbia University professor Jeffrey 
D. Sachs said “US badmouthing of more 
competitive China impudent”, adding that 
the latest campaign of the United States 
against China is the charge that the latter 
has overcapacity in a range of manufac­
tured goods and so should restrain its 
exports.

I concur with Sachs’ view that truth is 
simpler. China and other East Asian coun­
tries are the low-cost producers of a range 
of high-quality industrial products that the 
world urgently needs, including solar pho­

The author is chief of China Daily 
EU Bureau based in Brussels.
chenweihua@chinadaily.com.cn

US-China ties are the 
world’s most important 
bilateral relationship, 
politically, economically and 
militarily, as the two sides 
are working on addressing 
the climate crisis, resolving 
regional conflicts, alleviating 
poverty and tackling other 
common issues.

he West has been hyping up its ill- 
advised “overcapacity” narrative 
again, this time targeting China. 

Four decades ago, the narrative
was aimed at Japan. In fact, “Japan bash­
ing” was all the rage in the 1980s, as the 
island nation was perceived by many in the 
US as a threat to the US economy. In 1987, 
several US Congress members, swinging 
sledgehammers, demolished a Toshiba 
radio in the Capitol, acting out their anger 
at allegations that a subsidiary of the Japa­
nese electronics conglomerate had joined a 
Norwegian company to sell submarine 
technology to the Soviet Union. 

Typically, no such theatrical protest tar­
geted Norwegian products. 

The protest took place at a time when 
many in the West, politicians in particular, 
feared that Japan would overtake the Unit­
ed States as the world’s biggest economy. Of 
course, it was nothing but mass delusion, 
similar' to the anti-China hysteria that 
emerged in the late 19th century in 
response to Chinese laborers arriving in 
North America and willing to work harder 
for lower wages than their white counter­
parts.

The recent announcement 
of Spain, Ireland and 
Norway that they will 
formally recognize the state 
of Palestine is another 
strong European rebuke of 
the US’ biased policy in the 
Middle East, especially 
regarding Israel and 
Palestine.

Chinese diplomat Peng Gang, in his recent 
article, headlined “The flawed logic behind 
the so-called ‘overcapacity of China’s new 
energy sector” reaffirmed that “overcapaci­
ty is a comparative concept”

According to Peng, China’s new energy 
competitiveness is not because of subsi­
dies, but due to Chinese enterprises’ tech­
nological innovations, hard work and 
market competition. Peng says that in 
2023, the production and sales of electric 
vehicles (EVs) in China reached 9.58 mil­
lion and 9.49 million units respectively, 
basically striking a balance between pro­
duction and sales, of which domestic sales 
accounted for 873 percent and foreign 
exports only 12.7 percent. In particular, 
Peng notes that China’s EVs are popular 
among consumers in the EU and other 
regions of the world.

I share his viewpoint that new energy is 
the common future for humankind and 
that “at present, the global new energy 
capacity is far from enough and still needs 
to be significantly improved. There is no 
such overcapacity at all.”

The West’s “Chinese overcapacity” comes 
on the heels of the West’s “decoupling” and 
“de-risking” strategy both of which failed to 
gain traction. The “overcapacity” claim 
appears to be the West’s response to its fail­
ures on the EV development front, with the 
US imposing sky-high tariffs on EVs and 
some other products from China. 

I find it puzzling that the products made 
to help the world tackle the climate crisis 
are now subject to huge customs duties. 
Interestingly, top executives of the German 
auto industry, which is vital to keeping the 
EU’s economy running, have come out 
against the tariffs, and so have German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Sweden’s Prime 
Minister Ulf Kristersson. Both did so to 
safeguard their respective national inter­
ests.
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informed by rigorous analysis of 
what and where investments are 
needed, to make for effective 
plans and close the implementa­
tion gap.

Climate action is not a zero-sum 
game. Nearly 10 years after the Par­
is Agreement, countries must come 
together to reaffirm the multilateral 
spirit, accelerate cooperation and 
enhance our collective action to put 
the world back on course to meet 
our critical climate objectives. 

This is a crucial moment for 
action and global cooperation — in 
which France and China have 
important roles to play. 

As leading G2O nations, both 
France and China can lead in 
upholding the global climate gov­
ernance system and in advancing 
collective climate commitments. 
Drawing on both countries’ rich 
experience with national planning, 
France and China can show the way 
by defining ambitious and robust 
decarbonization trajectories, 
backed by credible plans for imple­
mentation and investment, and 
demonstrating pathways for cli­
mate-resilient and socially-just 
prosperity.

Such leadership would build on 
the key contributions both coun­
tries have made to the multilateral 
climate system. The November 2015 
China and France Joint Presidential 
Statement on Climate Change was 
instrumental in securing the adop­
tion of the Paris Agreement. When 
the Agreement faced the challenge 
of the US withdrawal, Europe and 
China stood strong in support of 
the Paris Agreement and multilat­
eralism, and raised the ambition for 

their respective 2030 targets and 
long-term goals toward climate/ 
carbon neutrality.

As France and China commemo­
rate the 60 th anniversary of bilater­
al diplomatic relations this year, the 
two countries have a key opportu­
nity to deepen climate collabora­
tion and demonstrate once again 
their vision and leadership to build 
our collective future.

Joint messages from France and 
China committing to enhanced 
action in this critical decade would 
send a powerful signal to the world:

an unwavering shared commit­
ment to the multilateral processes 
and institutions.

There would be much to gain 
from even closer cooperation in 
areas such as electricity system 
planning and market reform, low- 
carbon buildings, industrial decar­
bonization, methane, green finance, 
low-carbon standards, as well as 
adaptation and building a climate- 
resilient food system. Meanwhile, 
an open conversation on fostering 
green and resilient value chains 
and opportunities for cooperation

can help strengthen a sustainable 
and just transformation. Stronger 
involvement of local actors can help 
deepen concrete collaboration, fos­
ter implementation on the ground 
and support local communities. 

France and China can also play 
key roles in supporting other coun­
tries in their transition. Finance is 
the critical piece for enabling the 
global transition toward a sustaina­
ble future and meeting our climate 
objectives, particularly as poorer 
and climate-vulnerable countries 
face continuous barriers to access 

The author is president and CEO of 
the European Climate Foundation
and a key architect of the 2015 Paris 
Agreement. The author contributed
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.
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from the UAE, and the China 
Investment Corp are key partici­
pants in green equity investments. 

In recent years, most developing 
countries have established public­
private partnership policy frame­
works to involve private capital in 
green investments and promote 
alignment of climate finance stan­
dards. For example, the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations released 
the ASEAN Taxonomy for Sustaina­
ble Finance in 2021.

Impacted by the COVID-19 pan­
demic, global climate finance has 
seen a reduction in funding over 
the past three years. Developed 
countries, which redirect a large 
amount of public funds toward eco­
nomic recovery, are less motivated 
to increase climate finance. With­
out government subsidies and 
financial support, the private sector 
was less willing to invest in climate- 
related areas.

In 2020, the East Asia and Pacific 
region took up nearly half of global 
climate finance, North America and 
Western Europe around 25 percent, 
and the rest of the world less than 
one-fourth.

In terms of finance sources, 76 
percent of global climate funds rely 
on internal financing, and the num­
ber is as high as 93 percent in the 
East Asia and Pacific regions. 

Emerging markets and develop­
ing countries usually bear higher 
financing costs due to a lack of 
effective tools. Given the high US 
dollar interest rate now and in the 
foreseeable future, external climate 
financing costs for BRI countries 
are expected to remain high. 

Despite progress in recent years, 
climate finance for BRI countries is 
far from adequate to meet the huge 
demands. More efforts should be 
made to advance international 
cooperation on climate finance, 
promote regulatory alignment and 
financial innovation, and collabo­
rate with multilateral financial 
institutions.

The author is vice-chairman of Chi­
na Centerfor International Eco­
nomic Exchanges. The author
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

ing to climate change. 
These efforts need to be support­

ed with substantial financial invest­
ments and the funding gaps are 

quite big. It is roughly estimated 
that achieving the NDCs of BRI 

countries requires $19.2 tril­
lion of investment from 2016 

1 to 2030, which these coun­
tries cannot afford. 

Some of the coun­
tries rely heavily on 

international support. 
From 2003 to 2018, mul­
tilateral climate funds 
invested over $7 billion 
in Southeast Asia, 
South Asia, Central 
Asia, East Europe, the 
Middle East and 
North Africa, support- 

| ing 50 countries in
mitigation and adapta- 
tion projects, includ- 

*5 inglow-carbon 
B transitions in the ener-

HB gy sector, green industri-
B, al development and water

resource management. 
In recent years, as BRI 

countries accelerate green 
transformation and develop 

renewable energy such as pho- 
tovoltaics and wind power, 
demands for climate finance have 
seen a rapid growth. It is thus nec­
essary to urgently diversify climate 
finance models, by exploring more 
channels, such as project financing, 
debt markets and equity markets, 
instead of relying primarily on pub­
lic funding.

According to Bloomberg, from 
2010 to 2022, BRI countries issued 
a cumulative $400 billion in green 
bonds, which is 20 percent of the 
global total, and $193 billion in 
green loans, 27 percent of the global 
total. Major sovereign wealth funds 
in Asia such as Temasek from Sing­
apore, Mubadala Investment Co

ince its launch 10 years ago, 
the Belt and Road Initiative 
has made remarkable 
progress across various

fields. As of June 2023, China has 
signed over 200 cooperation agree­
ments with 152 countries and 32 
international organizations. 

As green development continues 
to be integrated 
into Belt and 
Road coopera­
tion, addressing 
climate change 
has become an 
important part of 
the efforts, sup­

porting participating countries to 
mitigate and adapt to climate 
change, as well as to accelerate 
green and low-carbon transitions. 

Currently, 146 BRI countries have 
submitted tlieir Nationally Deter­
mined Contributions to the secre­
tariat of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. Among them, nearly 40 
countries have pledged net zero tar­
gets: Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia 
and the United Arab Emirates aim 
to achieve net zero by 2050; Turkive 
by 2053; and China, Russia, Indone­
sia, Saudi Arabia and Kazakhstan 
by 2060.

To achieve these goals, some 
countries have developed strategies 
and action plans, implementing 
specific measures such as improv­
ing energy efficiency in the power 
sector, promoting renewable and 
clean energy sources, and encour­
aging the use of clean fuels. Other 
countries have established carbon 
markets to drive low-carbon transi­
tions through carbon pricing mech­
anisms.

Most BRI countries are emerging 
and developing markets undergoing 
rapid industrialization and urbani­
zation. Their soaring energy 
demands have thus led to increasing 
carbon emissions and a growing 
burden on the environment. Mitigat­
ing and adapting to climate change 
is extremely challenging for them. 

According to the United States 
Energy' Information Administra­
tion, in 2021, carbon dioxide emis­
sions from BRI countries accounted 
for approximately 60 percent of the 
global total. Among them Russia 
accounted for 5 percent; Iran, Indo-

Editor’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. Enhanced dialogue between scholarsfrom China and overseas is needed to build mutual understanding on many problems
the world faces. For this ptirpose, the China Watch Institute of China Daily and the National Institute for GlobalStraiegy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, jointly present this special column: The Global 
Strategy Dialogue, in which expertsfrom China and abroad will offer insightful views, analysis andfresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

OP 28 in Dubai was a criti­
cal milestone for the multi­
lateral framework under 
the historic Paris Agree­

ment, as countries came together 
with a decision to “transition away 
from fossil fuels” — directly 
addressing the main source of 
emissions and signaling the begin­
ning of the end for the fossil fuel 
era. It was a testament to the resil­

ience of the glob­
al climate 
governance sys­
tem amid a diffi­
cult geopolitical
context, and of 
climate objectives 
being shared, uni­

fying goals.
The next two years are a decisive 

window for climate action. The sci­
ence tells us the world must reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions sharply, 
by 43 percent by 2030 and 60 per­
cent by 2035 — to be on track for 1.5 
C. Countries are due to submit their 
updated climate pledges under the 
Paris Agreement — Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) 
— by 2025. The importance of this 
next round of climate plans cannot 
be overstated. Despite the signifi­
cant momentum of the green tran­
sition over the past decade, 
including a rapid expansion of 
clean technologies, the Global 
Stocktake undertaken at COP 28 
concluded that current NDCs fall 
short of the needed reductions, 
even if fully implemented. 

The pledges that countries 
make next year must address this 
gap. They will need to be backed 
by detailed sectoral plans and 
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financing and increasingly con­
strained fiscal space. The issue is 
too vast and complex to be 
addressed only within the COP for­
mat and important discussions 
have also been taking place at the 
G20 and meetings of key interna­
tional financial institutions. 

Building on momentum from the 
Summit on a New Global Financing 
Pact in Paris and in light of China’s 
role in the upcoming Finance in 
Common Summit, the two coun­
tries can drive critically needed 
change in the multilateral financial 
system, unlocking new sources of 
financing to support climate goals, 
and enabling better coordination 
and transparency across different 
bilateral and multilateral financing 
initiatives and their alignment with 
national transition plans. France 
and China can also support other 
countries by sharing their rich 
experiences and lessons in creating 
domestic enabling conditions for 
transition, in particular for acceler­
ating renewable energy' deploy­
ment.

France and China also have 
unique roles in advocating for the 
integration of nature and climate 
talks, leveraging China’s leadership 
role in the adoption of the Kun­
ming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework and France’s co-chair- 
ship of the High Ambition Coalition 
for Nature and People and its host­
ing of the 2025 UN Ocean Confer­
ence.

At this critical juncture, our two 
countries can set strong examples 
for international cooperation and 
demonstrate that collective action 
is the most effective path to 
addressing climate change. This 
partnership can inspire other coun­
tries to strengthen their own com­
mitments to a sustainable and 
collaborative future.

China and France can work together to spur 
world’s collective will to enhance and 
implement climate commitments

nesia and Saudi Arabia for 2 per­
cent each; and India accounted for 
7 percent.

Although most BRI countries 
have lower per capita emis­
sions than developed coun­
tries and the global average, 
they are still under high pres­
sure of continued carbon 
emissions increase. They 
are vulnerable to climate 
and biodiversity risks with 
weaker climate resil­
ience, limited by finan­
cial constraints and 
traditional develop­
ment approaches.

Climate change has j 
worsened the fre­
quency, intensity and 
range of extreme
weather events and 
brought more uncer­
tainty regarding when 
and where those events 
occur. As rising temper­
atures and more uneven 
precipitation severely' 
impact water resources, 
agricultural production,
and biodiversity, these BRI 
countries will have to strug­
gle with rising climate risks 
and environmental pressures. 

As the world calls for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and lim­
iting high-carbon industries, com­
panies that foil to effectively 
address climate risks and lag 
behind in green transitions will 
face huge risks due to declines in 
investment willingness and capital 
outflows.

Therefore, it is critical and urgent 
to promote international coopera­
tion on climate finance in BRI 
countries, so as to channel more 
funds toward climate change adap­
tation and environmental protec­
tion, and enhance these countries’ 
capacity for mitigating and adapt-

J
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Despite progress in recent years, climate finance 
for BRI countries is far from adequate to meet the 
huge demands. More efforts should be made to 
advance international cooperation on climate 

finance, promote regulatory alignment and 
financial innovation, and collaborate with 

multilateral financial institutions.

- • « 1

As funding for green and low-carbon transition in BRI countries 
remains inadequate, more efforts should be made to 

advance international cooperation in this regard
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new ways to keep alive the heritage 
of Dunhuang and other traditional

Contact the writer at
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A 93-year-old recalls spending her childhood with her father protecting the 
Mogao grottoes to highlight their legacy with the world, Lin Qi reports.

ecalling her bittersweet 
experiences during her 
teen years in Dunhuang,
Gansu province, 93-year-

old Chang Shana can’t help but 
smile while remembering those 
days. She was 12 when she arrived in 
Dunhuang in the 1940s. Her father, 
Chang Shuhong (1904-94), the 
founding director of the Dunhuang 
Academy, committed his life to the 
protection and conservation of the 
caves and the art inside.

The young girl endured harsh liv­
ing conditions in the desert while 
working with her father to copy the 
murals and Buddhist statues in the 
Mogao Caves, and forged a lifelong 
love of Dunhuang that has lasted for 
several decades until now, through 
her paintings and design.

“Dunhuang is my hometown. 
Father often said, ‘Shana, don’t for­
get you are from Dunhuang?’

In 2014, Chang Shana, a promi­
nent designer and scholar of Dun­
huang art, initiated a touring 
exhibition titled Everlasting Beauty 
of Dunhuang. Since premiering at 
Beijing’s Today Art Museum, the 
show of works, created by her and 
her father that are inspired by Dun­
huang’s immense artistic trove, has 
since traveled around the country, 
raising awareness of the importance 
of protecting Dunhuang’s legacy.

It recently returned to the capital, 
with its latest installment running 
at the Chinese Traditional Culture 
Museum until Oct 27.

Clockwise from top left: Artist Chang Shana’s works on display at a 
touring exhibition, Everlasting Beauty of Dunhuang. in Beijing,
including Bougain villea and Butterflies, Deity and Incense Burner, 
The Guardian King of the South, Nin e-Color Deer and Woman in 
Xinjiang, photos provided to china daily

Dunhuang she accumulated, says 
her son, Cui Donghui, who’s deputy 
director of the School of Architecture 
of the Central Academy of Fine Arts. 

“The basic skills she grasped 
while copying allowed her to under­
stand the compositions and the rela­
tions among the figures in the 
murals,” Cui says.

v
f

rendered a feeling of magnificence, 
and the figures being depicted 
looked alive and energetic,” he once 
said.

A later visit to the Guimet Muse­
um where he saw cultural objects 
plundered from Dunhuang by West­
ern explorers further intensified his 
wish to return to unveil Dunhuang’s 
mysteries to the world.

Chang Shana was bom in Lyon 
and lived in Paris until she was 6. 
Her family returned to China amid 
the chaos of the War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression (1931- 
45). They first settled in Chongqing, 
where she attended primary school 
— she still remembers some of the 
local dialect. At the end of 1943, she 
arrived at Dunhuang after a long, 
bumpy voyage with frequent lay­
overs and transfers.

She was impressed by the harsh 
natural environment of the desert 
there — often harassed by sands and 
gales. Material comforts were 
scarce. This was perhaps ironic, con­
sidering Dunhuang’s legacy as an 
oasis of art and cultural exchanges 
along the ancient Silk Road.

She says she’ll never forget die first 
meal she had in Dunhuang: a bowl of 
noodles with salt and vinegar.

“I remember I then asked, ‘How 
come there is no meat or vegeta­
bles?’ And, Dad, looking a bit embar­
rassed, said: “It’s late. There will be 
mutton tomorrow.’ I later realized 
that was unlikely because diere was 
nothing out there,” she recalls.

“To make our life better, my father 
tried to plant flowers and grow vege­
tables. He worked really hard.”

Yet, Dunhuang did nurture the 
litde girl, in a different way. “The 
moment I entered the caves, I was 
dazzled. The caves had no doors 
and faced east to allow the sunlight 
in. I had never seen so many murals 
and statues, bright in color and all 
over die grottoes,” she says.

She then followed in the foot­
steps of her father' and other artists 
working in die caves. She followed 
their instructions to also copy the 
beautiful wall paintings and figu­
rines from different periods of 
time.

Her daily routine also included 
practicing calligraphy, learning 
French, studying Chinese and tak­
ing lessons in Chinese and Western 
art history, taught by artists who 
worked with her father researching 
Dunhuang.

“There, I completed the first stage 
of education in my art career, 
although widiout a diploma,” Chang 
Shana says.

Several large copies of jingbian, or 
sutra depictions, on the walls from 
die 1940s are on show to offer a 
glimpse of the solid training she 
received and the understanding of

ml *-•*

Lin was one of the key influences 
on Chang Shana, who inspired her to 
integrate Dunhuang elements into 
many aspects of life. Lin took her to 
factories diat made enamelware and 
porcelain to get inspiration about 
new ways to give traditional arts and 
crafts a modem uplift.

“Lin said you need to make people 
feel, and live with, the beauty of tra­
dition,” Chang Shana says.

Chang Shana later taught at the 
Central Academy of Fine Arts and 
the Central Academy of Arts and 
Design, now the Academy of Arts 
and Design of Tsinghua University. 

As a designer and design educa­
tor, she participated in several 
national projects in which she incor­
porated the motifs and patterns 
from the murals, architecture and 
Buddhist caves that enriched her 
teenyears.

She designed silk scarves featur­
ing zaojing (caisson ceiling) pat­
terns from Dunhuang and white 
doves, which were chosen as gifts to 
international delegations attending 
a conference in Beijing in 1952.

Years later, she became a member 
of the design team for the interior 
decoration of the Great Hall of the 
People, during which time she 
learned to go beyond aesthetics to 
also consider other factors such as 
function and materials.

Decades afterward, she incorpo­
rated Dunhuang art into her 
designs at several landmark venues 
in Beijing, including the Cultural 
Palace of Nationalities and the Capi­
tal Theater. The Everlasting Beauty 
of Dunhuang exhibition has been 
her latest effort to carry on her 
father’s commitment.

She recalls the time when she 
launched the touring exhibition a 
decade ago. “Many people said, you 
are elderly, and you should no 
longer make yourself busy with 
things. I always keep in mind 
father’s wishes to carry on the Dun­
huang heritage, and for that rea­
son, I always feel energetic,” she 
says.

“The exhibition has toured dozens 
of cities, and I will keep promoting 
Dunhuang art as long as I can walk 
and talk. It is a tribute to my father' 
and my mentor, Lin Huiyin, especial­
ly in this year that marks die 120th 
anniversary of both of their births.”

L ’
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From Paris to promises
The exhibition pays tribute to a 

family passing on a mission from 
father to daughter over more than 
eight decades. The journey began 
when Chang Shuhong decided to 
leave behind a Parisian life with 
good prospects to head toward a 
dream and mission — and, of 
course, uncertainties — back in his 
home country.

He graduated from the well- 
known Ecole Nationale Superieure 
des Beaux-Arts and won prizes at 
the prestigious Paris Salon.

He would have pursued his poten­
tial as a career artist if he had not 
picked up Paul Pelliot’s Catalog of 
Dunhuang Caves at a street stand 
selling books on an autumn day in 
1935. It contained six volumes fea­
turing photos of over 300 murals 
and figurines to reveal a remarkable 
trove of art and cultural exchanges 
that spanned a millennium.

Many years later, Chang Shuhong 
recalls feeling awe at seeing those 
vivid details in the books that 
revealed a history of his homeland 
he had not known before.

“The strokes (in the murals) were 
powerful, even bolder than that of 
the works of Fauvism, the structures

Design for China
At 17, she went to study art and 

museology in Boston, the United 
States, for two years. She returned at 
the end of1950 to assist her father in 
staging an exhibition of Dunhuang 
art at the Palace Museum, where 
their copies of murals and statues 
were also displayed.

The works caught die attention of 
noted architects and scholars Liang 
Sicheng and Lin Huiyin.

Touched by Chang Shana’s gift 
and devotion to Dunhuang, Lin 
helped her land a job as an assistant 
lecturer at the architecture depart­
ment of Tsinghua University.

Lin hoped to introduce the young 
girl to the fields of design and edu­
cation, where she would develop
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Many people said, 
you are elderly, and 
you should no longer 
make yourself busy 
with things. I always 
keep in mind father’s 
wishes to carry on the 
Dunhuang heritage, 
and for that reason, I 
always feel 
energetic.”
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in Saqqara, Chu says.
The exhibition marks the first 

comprehensive collaboration 
between an official Chinese museum 
and the Egyptian government. 

“It’ll witness a great advancement 
in the golden era of Sino-Egyptian 
relations,” says Shanghai Municipal 
Administration of Culture and Tour­
ism official Zhong Xiaomin.

Mohamed Ismail Mohamed 
Khaled, Secretary General of the 
Supreme Council of Antiquities 
under the Egyptian Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, says: 
“This is one of the largest exhibi­
tions we have sent abroad in the 
last 20 years.

“China and Egypt have had great 
relations for several thousands of 
years, and this exhibition is the 
result of this long collaboration 
between Egypt and China,” he says.

the first systematic showcase of 
these artifacts, which have been 
stored in warehouses of the Egyp­
tian Supreme Council of Antiqui­
ties, Chu says.

The Secrets of Saqqara will be 
shown as the exhibition’s second 
section.

The first is The Land of the Phar­
aohs, which provides an overview of 
ancient Egyptian history, exploring 
its cosmology, social hierarchy, writ­
ing, craftsmanship and burial tradi­
tions. The third section is dedicated 
to Tutankhamun, a pharaoh who 
died young. The 1922 discovery of 
his tomb intrigued the whole world. 

The exhibits have been careful­
ly curated from artifacts from sev­
en major Egyptian museums, 
including the Egyptian Museum, 
Luxor Museum and Suez Muse­
um, along with the latest findings

The historical legacy of the country’s most internationalized 
port city continues to imbue its home decor with a unique 

chic that blends East and West, Wang Xin reports.
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discovered painted coffins, animal 
mummies and statues from the Saq­
qara region.

The institution’s largest-ever 
themed exhibition will occupy all 
three exhibition halls on the ground 
floor of the Shanghai Museum in 
People’s Square, he says.

Visitors are encouraged to bring 
their pet cats for special evening 
events during the exhibition to pay 
tribute to the cat goddess, Bastet.

In 2020, mins of a temple dedicat­
ed to Bastet dating back to 600 BC 
were unearthed in Saqqara, 30 kilo­
meters south of Cairo.

The finds, including animal 
mummies and well-preserved relics 
from priests’ tombs, were so 
remarkable that the dig was listed 
among the top 10 archaeological 
revelations of the year.

The Shanghai exhibition will be

T

Japan, while the designs carved 
using Chinese craftsmanship tell a 
traditional Chinese story.

In addition to the mixture of cul­
tural elements, art deco features are 
also presented in the modeling, 
structural design and patterns of 
Shanghai-style furniture.

In his studio, Ke showcased an old 
cupboard with the patterns of the 
rose and nightingale, which he 
believes are inspired by Oscar Wil­
de’s The Nightingale and the Rose. 
Besides, the cupboard is decorated 
with geometric patterns and layers 
on the edges, a representative inter­
pretation of art deco style.

Having engaged in old Shang­
hainese villa restoration for about 
two decades, Ke has gotten into the 
habit of reusing the original furnish­
ings’ parts. This not only serves envi­
ronmental protection and waste 
reduction but also works well

e Haiqi has been captivat­
ed by the enduring charm 
of Shanghai-style furnish­
ings and, consequently, 

committed to bringing them back 
into fashion for about two decades. 

The 44-year-old was born in Ning­
bo, East China’s Zhejiang province, 
and came to Shanghai before 2000. 
He specializes in old Shanghai-style 
villa restoration and decoration. 
Shanghai furnishings have contin­
ued showcasing the city’s unique 
charm and have remained popular 
since early last century.

“The old Shanghai-style furni­
ture, typically referring to pieces 
from the 1920s to ’50s, presents a 
perfect blend of Eastern and West­
ern cultures, and lias amalgamated 
various styles, such as art deco, min­
imalism and modernism, and such 
features as practicality and inclu­
siveness,” says Ke.

The development of Shanghai- 
style furniture is said to date back to 
1843, when the city opened its port 
and Western culture and people 
poured in, leading to a blend of furni­
ture, ranging from Western imports 
to local pieces featuring traditional 
elements. Ke explains that the cate­
gory is not defined merely by certain 
materials, patterns, structures, deco­
rations or craftsmanship but is more 
like a general, overall style.

Its biggest characteristic is the 
mixture of classic and modern, and 
Eastern and Western elements.

“Furnishings are usually a reflec­
tion of people’s lifestyles during a 
particular period, because furniture 
is functional and closely related to 
people’s daily lives. Shanghai-style 
furniture is simple, practical, inno­
vative and integrated, just like the 
city and people who live here,” Ke 
adds.

Although Shanghai furniture 
tends to replicate pieces from the 
first half of the 20th century, it never 
looks outdated. Instead, it remains 
fashionable, modem, innovative 
and functional.

“Art deco is Shanghai-style furni­
ture’s most distinctive characteris­
tic,” says Ke.

Art deco originated in France in 
the 1920s. It’s a prominent decora­
tive-art genre that emerged in the 
early 20th century that emphasizes 
symmetry, geometric shapes, mir- 
ror-like effects, bright colors and 
decorative patterns. It is widely used 
in various mediums, such as archi­
tecture, interior design, jewelry, 
fashion and visual arts.

“Art deco itself is pretty inclusive, 
since it features elements from vari­
ous countries. When it comes to 
Shanghai-style furnishings, this 
inclusiveness is expanded more by 
incorporating traditional Chinese 
and, specifically, the Shanghai ele­
ments,” Ke adds.

He points to a folding screen in his 
studio as an example. He explains 
that its style probably comes from

because these pieces are old yet nev­
er outdated.

“These components, such as door 
handles and locks, are closely relat­
ed to the styles of the furniture and 
of the whole buildings of previous 
periods. Then, the buildings, with 
diverse and blended styles, form a 
whole Shanghai of that time.”

He points to a set of door handles 
in his studio and says: “Look at 
these. They actually still look fash­
ionable, modern and lovely, don’t 
they? I myself would still be willing 
to pick them today.”

Ke isn’t the only one who shares 
this notion. Shanghai furniture has 
been popular with foreign buyers in 
the city since late last century. And it 
has likewise been gaining populari­
ty among younger Chinese in recent 
years.

“In the past, foreign customers in 
the city were the main consumers of 
Shanghai-style furniture. They lived 
in old villas with Western features,” 
Ke explains.

“Nearly all of my early clients 
were foreigners when I started 
doing villa restorations around 
2000. They tended to purchase 
more old Shanghai-style furniture 
because of the blend of internation­
al and local elements,” Ke recalls. “It 
is like they were seeking a kind of 
balance, and such furniture played a 
role as a ‘middleman’ to offer them 
an integrated experience.”

Ke has restored more than a hun­

dred local villas over the past two 
decades and has continued to wit­
ness changes among his clientele 
and new trends in his field.

‘The number of local clients (for 
vernacular villas and furniture) is 
growing. Most are aged 30 to 50, 
including both Shanghai natives 
and ‘new’ Shanghai people who 
resettled in the city. We also see cli­
ents from across China buying 
Shanghai-style furnishings, such as 
people from Zhejiang and Yunnan 
provinces, as well as Xinjiang Uygur 
and Xizang autonomous regions.”

Client Tang Lei, a 44-year-old 
business owner from Kunming, 
Yunnan province, says: “Personally, 
I especially like antique Shanghai- 
style furniture, in which you can 
clearly see the intersection of East­
ern and Western cultures. Some tra­
ditional Chinese furniture might 
seem a bit ‘heavy1 and complicated. 
The simplicity and delicacy of 
Shanghai furniture is just right.

“Also, I’m fond of art deco, with its 
geometric lines and strong sense of 
adornment Most importantly, 
Shanghai-style furniture focuses 
much on functionality, comfort and 
a sense of ritual in life,” Tang adds. 

Ke says that Shanghai-style furni­
ture isn’t exclusive to Shanghai but 
is more of a decorative art that can 
fit freely into diverse arrangements 
and styles anywhere.

“After all these years, I would say 
that clients’ demand for furniture 
has actually remained the same. 
They make choices based on their 
aesthetic preferences, lifestyle hab­
its and practical needs. We also 
receive many customization 
requests for furniture with modem 
functionality, just like clients in the 
past,” says Ke.

He has connected with enthusi­
asts from around the world and 
hopes to bring greater awareness of 
the charm of Shanghai-style furni­
ture and its related culture.

Before establishing his current 
studio in Jiading district, Ke 
opened Loushi Coffee on Nan- 
chang Road in Huangpu district 
from 2009 to 2020. The cafe was 
also a display space for Shanghai 
furnishings that Ke had collected, 
restored and designed. It attracted 
many designers and customers 
from different countries and walks 
of life.

Now, he has even greater goals. 
“We hope to make our studio 

more than a private space for dis­
play but also a place for exhibitions, 
experiences, courses, interactive 
activities and communications to 
help more people learn more about 
Shanghai culture,” he says.

“And in the long term, instead of 
‘restoring’ Shanghai-style furniture, 
we hope that we can ‘create’ Shang­
hai-style decorand spaces.”

Left: An animal statue and 
another artifact of ancient 
Egyptian civilization to be 
showcased at the Shanghai 
exhibition. Above: A statue 
among the 788 artifacts from 
various eras of ancient Egyptian 
civilization to be on display. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Shanghai-style 
furniture is simple, 
practical, innovative 
and integrated, just 
like the city and 
people who live here.” 
Ke Haiqi, specialist in old villa 
restoration and decoration

Top: A corner of Ke’s studio yard in Jiading, Shanghai. Above: A 
number of Shanghai-style furnishings collected, restored and 
designed by Ke showcased at the studio.
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The Shanghai Museum 

announced on Monday ticket pre­
sales for its exhibition, On Top of the 
Pyramid: The Civilization of 
Ancient Egypt, which it claims is the 
largest showcase of ancient Egypt 
civilization in Asia.

Running from July 18 this year to 
Aug 17,2025, On Top of the Pyramid: 
The Civilization of Ancient Egypt 
will feature 492 displays of 788 arti­
facts from various periods of Egypt’s 
history, says Shanghai Museum 
director Chu Xiaobo.

Chu introduces such highlights as 
statues of pharaohs, including those 
of Tutankhamun, Amenemhat III 
and Ramses II; a complete set of 
mummies’ coffins; gold jewelry 
belonging to a queen; and recently

From left: Ke Haiqi (left) and a colleague discuss furniture restoration at his studio in Jiading, Shanghai. Ke poses with painted glass based on a selfie and given by one of his partners. Ke introduces his collection 
of door handles and locks dating back half a century, photos by gao erqiang / china daily
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A Hit travel reality show
ventures abroad to Laos
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Giving Chinas other kung fu a fighting chance

T
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Federation, the main global body 
for Chinese martial arts, known as 
wushu in Chinese.

These disciplines share the same 
roots but have branched out in very 
different directions.

My 12- and 8-year-old children 
have studied both since age 3, and I 
just finished my first year of sanda. 
While my week is also packed with 
lessons in Muay Thai, eskrima — a 
Filipino martial art emphasizing 
stick fighting — and Brazilian jujit­
su, I prioritize sanda, partly to pro­
mote it.

Today’s taolu is virtually entirely 
aesthetic.

After the proliferation of firearms 
following the invention of gunpow­
der, taolu evolved into a visually 
dazzling folk performance art of 
choreographed acrobatic routines 
and stunning stunts, with and with­
out weapons. Competitions are 
about rehearsing prescribed rou­
tines with precision. 

Most masters even agree taolu 
wouldn’t work in combat, but it sure 
looks cool!

Sanda is about literally beating an 
opponent This applied fighting style, 
sometimes called “Chinese kickbox­

ing”, first begin as a lethal full-con- 
tact combat system in dynastic Chi­
na. It was adopted and modified by 
the Kuomintang and Red Army in 
the first half of the last century, and 
the People’s Liberation Army still 
trains in it This often-deadly sub­
genre, which features chokes, elbow 
strikes and joint locks, is known as 
junshi sanshou, which translates as 
“military freestyle combat”

Following some Western boxers’ 
deaths, China restricted combat 

sports for a period in the mid-20th 
century, until 1979, immediately aft­
er the country initiated reform and 
opening-up.

In a video on the YouTube chan­
nel Fight Commentary Breakdowns, 
heavyweight champion and head 
coach of China’s first Sanda Nation­
al Team, Qian Renbiao, recalls: 
“Whenever Chinese martial artists 
competed abroad back then, we’d be 
completely destroyed. The question 
was: Why couldn’t Chinese martial 
arts win? Why weren’t they combat­
effective?”

This prompted sports authorities to 
host a national convention in Beijing. 

“They invited all the famous kung 
fu masters. The changquan (long- 
fist), tai chi and mianquan (cotton­
fist) guys were all at this convention. 
Everyone had an opinion,” recalls 
Qian, who also attended. 

“After much research, we decided 
to combine the Chinese and non­
Chinese techniques and the modern 
with the old. That became yundong 
(sports) sanda.

“We added boxing. The kicks were 
from kung fu, taekwondo, karate 
and even Muay Thai. Chinese mar­
tial arts have great takedown styles.

So, we codified 24 takedowns and 
how to do them within two seconds.” 

As one commentator put it, san­
da is kung fu but, additionally, 
“what you’d see if you took really 
good boxing, really good taekwon­
do, some savate (French kickbox­
ing), really good hybrid wrestling­
judo, and you mashed them all 
together and created a system that’s 
pretty good at everything and may­
be not a specialist at any one thing’! 

Actually, most agree its signature 
strike-to-throw takedowns are 
unmatched.

Former fighter and coach of Bei­
jing’s first team Mei Huizhi recalls 
in a Youliibe video that he and oth­
er experts systematically collected 
the most effective fighting moves 
from each Chinese style and com­
bined these with international com­
bat sports.

“Sanda is the son of traditional 
Chinese martial arts,” he explains. 

By 1982, competition rules and 
techniques were codified. Sports 
sanda was born, and the first invita­
tional tournament was staged in 
Beijing. Competitions and teams 
proliferated throughout the country 
and the world.

It’s now a major sport in such 
international competitions as the 
Asian Games, and Dakar marks 
wushu’s debut as a Youth Olympics 
category. Many people expect it’ll 
become an Olympic event since the 
International Olympic Committee 
has officially recognized the IWUF. 
Concurrently, sanda is winning 
more attention in the MMA world 
through the likes of UFC champion 
Zhang Weili and her ilk. 

Crowds love its two-minute 
rounds, which compel frantic bat­
tles, fierce takedowns and the spec­
tacle of hurling opponents out of 
the leitai — the raised platform 
without ropes that has been 
retained from bygone centuries. 

I, too, adore these enough to, 
along with my kids, put on the 
gloves and step into the amateur 
ring, to do our small part to cany 
this Chinese combat sport a little bit 
larther around the world and fur­
ther into the future.

Hopefully, it will soon become 
appreciated as “another” rather 
than “the other” kung fu.

Contact the writer at
liyingxue@chinadaily.com.cn

Contact the writer at
erik_ nilsson@chinadaily.com.cn

HAHAHAHAHA puts spotlight on railway that brings guests 
between countries with ease, Li Yingxue reports.

Chinese martial arts are hiding a 
secret weapon in plain sight. It’s 
enigmatic enough that I have yet to 
meet a Chinese layperson who even 
knows it’s Chinese. At the same 
time, paradoxically, it’s an “open 
secret” that’s gaining international 
prominence.

way, noticed that Laotians often use 
bullet trains for travel, medical 
treatment and schooling.

“We have many tourists coming to 
Laos, especially from Thailand, who 
prefer our railway line. We also have 
tourists from South Korea, some 
European countries and the United 
States,” Yang adds.

Yang mentions that this railway 
line has also boosted economies 
along its route. For example, Laos’ 
mangoes can now be transported 
via the China-Laos Railway to Kun­
ming and then distributed to other 
cities in China.

Director of HAHAHAHAHA, Li 
Lin, traveled on the China-Laos 
Railway with her colleagues several 
times before filming. “Apart from 
Laotian signage, attendants and 
announcements on the train, it felt 
just like riding a high-speed train in 
China,” Li Lin recalls.

Impressed by the railway’s conve­
nience and the stunning scenery 
and friendly locals along the route in 
Laos, she decided to make it the first 
stop of the new season of the show. 

According to Li Lin, HAHAHA­
HAHA is all about exploring unique 
locations. The team’s first trip to 
Laos for scouting happened in Sep­
tember last year. “Once we got to 
Laos, it felt like time stood still,” she 
says. “Unlike domestic tourism, 
where we often find similar things 
in different places, Laos offers plen­
ty of fresh, undiscovered spots.”

Li Lin finds Laos to be incredibly 
relaxed. ‘Take Luang Prabang, for 
instance. It’s small, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, with no traffic 
lights. You can stroll around freely 
and the absence of big malls makes 
materialism seem to disappear.”

She is particularly struck by a tiny 
tillage they visited in Vang Vieng. 
“It’s astonishing to see so many 
young people from all over the 
world enjoying themselves, seeing it 
as a utopian paradise.

from China. They all want to com­
municate with Chinese people and 
to understand China better. They 
also hope to boost trade between 
China and Laos and bring back 
what they’ve learned,” Li explains.

After the show aired, coinciding 
with the Water Festival in Laos, Li 
observed more Chinese tourists in 
Luang Prabang, with some visiting 
the Chinese language school.

April marks the first anniversary 
of the China-Laos Railway’s interna­
tional passenger train services con­
necting Kunming with Vientiane in 
just 9 hours and 26 minutes, making 
tickets high in demand.

Last year it served 700,000 pas­
sengers, significantly boosting tour­
ism. Of these, about 180,000 
passengers, hailing from 87 coun­
tries and regions, crossed the border 
on the railway, according to China 
State Railway Group.

Like Li, the show’s guest team also 
traveled on the China-Laos Railway, 
starting from Mohan, Yunnan, and 
heading to Luang Prabang as their 
first stop.

Yang Chaoyu, a Chinese train 
attendant on the China-Laos Rail­

now takes just over an hour, which is 
very convenient,” he says.

Xinhua School has five inter­
national Chinese volunteer 
teachers from China, who are 
teaching Chinese through a pro­
gram by the Center for Language 
Education and Cooperation of the 
Ministry of Education.

One of the volunteer teachers, 
27-year-old Li Linlin, is teaching in 
Laos for the second time. After grad­
uating with a bachelor’s degree in 
Chinese international education from 
Anyang Normal University in Henan 
province in 2019, she spent a year 
teaching Chinese in Luang Prabang.

Last year, as she was about to 
complete her master’s degree in 
Chinese minority languages and lit­
erature at Kunming University in 
Kunming, capital of Yunnan prov­
ince, she decided to return to Luang 
Prabang.

The first time, she flew from 
Kunming to Luang Prabang. This 
time, she traveled by the China- 
Laos Railway.

Li recalls that, in 2019, few people 
in Laos spoke Chinese. In 2023, 
when she walked down the street, 
people greeted her with nihao, 
which means hello.

She’s found that locals are eager to 
learn Chinese and she teaches stu­
dents from diverse backgrounds — 
lawyers, nail technicians, masseus­
es, cafe owners and others.

“Some are in their 30s or 40s, 
supporting their families. Speaking 
Chinese can significantly boost 
their income, sometimes doubling 
it or more,” she explains.

In addition to teaching Chinese, 
Li and the other teachers organize 
various activities to familiarize stu­
dents with Chinese culture, includ­
ing food festivals and riddle games. 

“The school offers students plenty 
of chances to interact with people 

“It’s an ideal destination for 
recent college graduates to explore 
abroad without breaking the bank. 
Laos is relatively unknown, offering 
a unique travel experience,” she 
says.

As the fourth season of the show 
aired, Li Lin noticed from audience 
feedback that it is funnier than ever. 
With the same cast as the third sea­
son, the guests in the fourth season 
are more familiar with each other, 
making their travels more relaxed 
and enjoyable.

“Their bond is really strong. They 
have fun together during filming 
and even hang out during breaks. 
Audiences can feel their camarade­
rie,” she says.

In the show, encounters with peo­
ple and visits to shops happen spon­
taneously, without prior planning. In 
Laos, the guests met many Chinese 
businessmen.

One businessman from Hunan 
province even invited them to his 
restaurant, sharing the story of 
Hunan businesspeople entering 
Laos. For over 20 years, a lot of peo­
ple from the area have come to Laos 
for business. Today, businesses and 
shops from Hunan are found all 
across Laos, dealing in sectors such 
as infrastructure, steel, automo­
biles, telecommunications and 
hardware trading.

“I hope the show spreads some 
goodwill. I want the encounters 
between guests and different people 
to reflect the relationships between 
individuals,” Li Lin says.

Peng Kan, a lecturer at Beijing 
Normal University’s School of Arts 
and Media, notes that the travel 
shows HAHAHAHAHA and Divas 
Hit the Road have focused on the 
Belt and Road Initiative in the past 
two years. This proves that as out­
door travel reality shows resume 
global journeys, they’re also taking 
on bigger social roles.

Compared to studio-based shows 
of the same theme, outdoor travel 
shows offer a more relatable plat­
form, Peng says. For example, fol­
lowing HAHAHAHAHA’s guests 
from Yunnan to Laos via the China- 
Laos Railway helps viewers under­
stand the project’s impact and learn 
about the Laotian culture.

Content with both Chinese and 
international elements is popular 
with overseas audiences because of 
its intimacy and inclusiveness. The 
show’s influence lias even reached 
overseas, getting local media atten­
tion during filming and gaining fans 
abroad, Peng says.

fter school classes finish, 
17-year-old Khan Sing 
usually heads to Xinhua 

. School in Luang Prabang, 
Laos, for his usual Chinese lessons, 
but today is different. The class wel­
comes two special guests — Chinese 
actor Deng Chao and rapper After 
Journey.

The duo teach the students to sing 
the Chinese song Tomorrow Will Be 
Better, with some of them quickly 
learning to sing it fluently.

Khan also has an arm-wrestling 
match with 45-year-old Deng and 
wins. “I think Deng was stronger; he 
was letting me win. Interacting with 
him was incredibly exciting and 
made me very happy,” Khan says.

This Chinese program is part of 
the fourth season of the outdoor 
travel reality show HAHAHAHAHA. 
For the first time, the show has ven­
tured abroad with Laos as its first 
stop.

Guests traveled along the China- 
Laos Railway, visiting Luang Pra­
bang, Vang Vieng and Vientiane, the 
capital of Laos. During the trip, they 
explored morning and night mar­
kets, went rafting and diving, inter­
acted with backpackers from 
around the globe, chatted with local 
Chinese merchants, and played bas­
ketball with local students learning 
Chinese.

The show premiered in March on 
Tencent Video and iQiyi, with weekly 
updates, and will conclude in June. It 
features the journeys of actor Deng 
Qiao and Qien He, singer and actor 
Lu Han, comedian Wang Mian, rap­
per Dong Baoshi, and former soccer 
player and coach Fan Zhiyi, as well as 
occasional guests.

The Laos segment has already 
aired, and the show topped the Gu- 
duo Media online variety show pop­
ularity index in April, making the 
places that guests visited in Laos 
popular hot spots for young tourists. 

Khan saw his interaction with 
Deng on the show and recalled the 
class as an unforgettable one. He has 
been studying Chinese for two years 
and is working hard for a chance to 
study in China.

Although he hasn’t been to China 
yet, Khan hopes to study interna­
tional business at Wuhan University 
in the future. “I hope to return to 
Laos after my studies and work in 
China-Laos trade,” he says.

Khan learned about Xinhua 
School from his older brother, 
who, after learning Chinese, start­
ed working with Chinese people 
locally.

“Since the China-Laos Railway 
started operating, many Chinese 
have come to Laos for business. I’ve 
also taken the China-Laos Railway 
from Luang Prabang to Vientiane. It 
used to take six to seven hours but

I’ve come to think 
of it as the “other 
kung fu”—sanda. 

Unlike its superstar 
sibling, taolu kung
fu, you won’t see it in 
any martial arts mov­
ies but, increasingly, 
you will likely catch it 
on international TV 
broadcasts of actual 
fights.

Indeed, most 
English-language videos and articles 
aboutsanda celebrate its prowess 
yet lament its obscurity, with head­
lines like, “Is sanda the most under­
rated of martial arts?” “China’s 
amazing fighting style you’ve never 
heard of”; “What’s the difference 
between kung fu and sandal" 

Taolu and sanda are the only 
two competitive categories recog­
nized by the International Wushu

Erik 
Nilsson 
Second 
Thoughts
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Jiang Haidong (right) of China 
beats Arnel Mandal from the 
Philippines to take gold at the 
19th Asian Games' wushu men’s 
56 kg sanda final in Hangzhou 
in 2023. provided to china daily 
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Top: The fourth season of the 
outdoor travel reality show 
HAHAHAHAHA, featuring 
entertainment stars and 
celebrities, ventures abroad 
with Laos as its first stop. 
Above: Actor Deng Chao on the 
China-Laos Railway. Below: A 
view of the Mekong River in 
Luang Prabang, Laos, a famed 
tourist destination. 
photos provided to china daily


