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Peru’s president seeks stronger tiesWORLDWATCH
By Busani Ngcaweni
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US STUDENTS HOPE TO OPEN MINDS 
BACK HOME TO REAL CHINA

ft 1

Following die national and pro­
vincial elections on May 29, South 
Africa found itself feeing an unex­
pected power-sharing arrangement 
The ruling African National Con­
gress, which prides itself on being 
Africa’s oldest liberation movement, 
lost its three-decade-long electoral 
majority in the country with its vote 
share falling from 57.5 percent in
2019 to 40.2 percent in 2024. Nearly 
a month after the elections, 10 par­
ties joined hands to form the Gov­
ernment of National Unity. 

The short-lived post-Apartheid 
GNU arrangement and its related 
experiences have completely faded 
from public memory, thus making it 
difficult to serve as a reference point. 
Instead, the complex and challenging 
local government coalitions produced 
by the last two elections serve as a 
benchmark for an unknown future. 

Some public service mandarins in 
the country are viewing this period 
of change and uncertainty with trep­
idation. Section 197(1) of the Consti­
tution of the Republic of South Africa 
of1996 states that: “Within public 
administration there is a public ser­
vice for the Republic, which must 
function, and be structured, in terms 
of national legislation, and which 
must loyally execute the lawful poli­
cies of the government of the day 

This section in Chapter 10 of the 
Supreme Law is rarely cited in pub­
lic discourse. Even in debates on 
public servants being accused of 
being partisan, the following provi­
sion m Section 197(3) remains mut­
ed: “No employee of the public 
service may be favored or prejudiced 
only because that person supports a 
particular political party or cause.”

first to take part in the program, 
visiting China from mid-May to 
late May.

Organized by the Beijing For­
eign Studies University, the group 
visited technology companies 
such as Xiaomi, experienced Chi­
nese culture in Beijing and Hang­
zhou, Zhejiang province, and 
played sports with their Chinese 
counterparts.
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ations last week on upgrading 
their bilateral free trade agree­
ment, which was signed in 2009. 

“We have heard about the pro­
jections of certain Western insti­
tutions, but Peru trusts in the 
resilience of the Chinese econo­
my. We believe that the strengths 
and determination of its people 
will help mitigate Western pro­
jections about China’s future,” 
the Peruvian president said.

According to Boluarte, her 
country and China enjoy a histor­
ical relationship, thanks to the 
migration of more than 100,000 
Chinese nationals during the 
19th century, significantly con­
tributing to Peru’s gastronomy, 
music, science and culture. 

“Today, the population of Chi­
nese descent in Peru represents 
approximately 8 percent of our 
total population,” she said, not­
ing that Chinese words have 
influenced the vocabulary of 
Peruvian people’s daily lives, 
such as kion (ginger), sillao (soy 
sauce), taypa (abundant), chifa 
(Chinese-Peruvian cuisine), and 
chaufa (fried rice).

Last month, Peru’s Congress 
adopted a decision, with 108 
votes in favor and zero against, to 
designate Feb 1 each year as Peru- 
China Fraternity Day.

hina’s initiative to invite 
50,000 young people from 
the United States to visit 

the country over the next five 
years is a smart move and will 
improve China-US relations, 
according to one of the first 
groups of US students to partici­
pate in the program.

President Xi Jinping proposed

— /

most support to Peru during the 
pandemic by donating 1 million 
vaccines, and we are very grateful 
to China for that cooperation,” 
she said.

Regarding trade and invest­
ment, one of the issues high on her 
agenda during the visit, Boluarte 
said Peru seeks to promote the 
diversification of exports to China, 
especially those with higher add­
ed value, and aims to increase Chi­
nese investment in her country, 
which is crucial for economic 
growth and job creation.

China is Peru’s largest trading 
partner and its largest export 
destination, with bilateral trade 
exceeding $37.6 billion last year. 
According to the Ministry of 
Commerce, the two sides con­
cluded the latest round of negoti-

www.chinadailyglobal.com
A member of

Visiting Peruvian President 
Dina Boluarte Zegarra has 
expressed her hope to further 
strengthen the bond between 
Peru and China, which began in 
the 19th century, and seek more 
investment and cooperation 
opportunities with the world’s 
second-largest economy.

In a written interview with 
China Daily, Boluarte said the 
South American country has 
great interest in further promot­
ing people-to-people exchanges 
with China through the opening 
of direct flights and offering of 
scholarships.

Boluarte started on Tuesday 
her first state visit to China since 
taking office in 2022. Accompa­
nied by a delegation including 
five ministers, the Peruvian presi­
dent visited Shenzhen and Shang­
hai, where she met with business 
leaders, learned about China’s 
achievements in science and tech­
nology innovation, and experi­
enced related technologies.

On Thursday evening, she 
arrived in Beijing, the last leg of 
her five-day visit, for meetings 
with President Xi Jinping and 
other Chinese leaders.

“I want to highlight that China 
was the country that provided the

Comment, structural
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The Communist Party of China 
will convene the third plenary' ses­
sion of its 20th Central Committee 
from July 15 to 18 in Beijing, a highly 
anticipated meeting that will unveil 
wide-ranging reforms.

The decision was made on Thurs­
day at a meeting of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Commit­
tee, which was chaired by Xi Jinping, 
general secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee.

In the past, the third plenums of 
the CPC Central Committee have 
often launched major reforms. For 
instance, during the Third Ple­
num of the Uth CPC Central Com­
mittee in 1978, former leader 
Deng Xiaoping ushered in policy 
changes that paved the way for 
decades of rapid economic growth 
and opening to the outside world.

This year’s third ple- 
Insids num carries historical 
--------------  significance given the 

economic 
slowdown, global geo­
political tensions and 

an increasing emphasis on coordi­
nating development and security, 
observers said.

On the top of the agenda of the 
plenum is that the Political 
Bureau will report its work to the 
CPC Central Committee with a 
focus on studying the issues of fur­
ther comprehensively deepening 
reform and advancing Chinese 
modernization.

Thursday’s Political Bureau 
meeting heard a report on the 
solicitation of opinions from with­
in and outside the Party on the 
draft decision of the CPC Central 
Committee on further comprehen­
sively deepening reform and 
advancing Chinese modernization, 
according to a statement released 
after the meeting.

It was decided that the draft 
document would be revised based 
on the discussions at the meeting, 
and submitted for deliberation at 
the third plenary session, the 
statement said.

The meeting’s participants stat­
ed that the draft provides a thor­
ough analysis of the new situations 
and problems in advancing Chi­
nese modernization, and scientifi­
cally maps out the overall 
arrangements for further deepen­
ing reform.

It was noted at the meeting that 
the draft serves as an overarching 
document guiding the deepening 
of reform across the board on the 
new journey, and demonstrates the 
resolve of the CPC Central Commit­
tee with Comrade Xi Jinping at the 
core to open up broad prospects for 
Chinese modernization through 
further deepening reform.

Regarding the goals and objec­
tives for further reform, the state­
ment said that China will complete 
the building of a high-standard 
socialist market economy by 2035. 

The system and capacity for gov­
ernance will be basically modern­
ized and socialist modernization 
will be basically achieved by 2035, 
it added.

The plenum comes as China faces 
challenges in its structural econom­
ic readjustment as well as risks aris­
ing from mounting international 
geopolitical competition.

Experts said it offers the CPC 
leadership an opportunity to out­
line how it plans to manage the 
structural slowdown following a 
period of rapid economic growth, 
and will provide indications as to 
the future direction of the Party’s 
key priorities, including techno­
logical self-reliance and innova­
tion, national security and 
economic growth.

At the session, the CPC leadership 
is likely to map out the policy adjust­
ments it will use to address an 
increasingly uncertain economic 
outlook, with policies and reforms 
that could alleviate the uncertain­
ties affecting both consumers and 
investors, they said.

Participants at the Political 
Bureau meeting laid out principles 
for further deepening reform, 
including adhering to a systemic 
perspective to handle major rela­
tionships such as between the econ­
omy and society, government and 
market, efficiency and equity, vitali­
ty and order, development and 
security, and enhancing the system­
ic, holistic and coordinated nature 
of reform.

They also highlighted that the 
Party’s leadership is the fundamen­
tal guarantee for further deepening 
reform and promoting Chinese 
modernization.

It is necessary to adhere to the 
centralized and unified leader­
ship of the CPC Central Commit­
tee in further deepening reform, 
they said.
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the initiative to invite US youths 
to experience exchanges and 
study programs during his visit to 
San Francisco, California, in 
November.

Fourteen students and a teach­
er from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania were among die

Dina 
Boluarte 
Zegarra,
president
of Peru 

Female captain braves the seas 
to carry out rescue missions 
LIFE, PAGE 16

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange (center) hugs his wife, Stella, aft­
er arriving in the Australian capital Canberra on Wednesday. The
52-year-old Assange is set to start life as a free man for the first time 
in 12 years, after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing military 
secrets of the United States, william west / afp

Third plenary session of 20th CPC Central 
Committee to open on July 15 in Beijing
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One of first groups to visit under Xi’s initiative 
dispels misconceptions, builds trust

thb: Philippines 120 php: Myanmar 2000 kyat
Japan 210 yen: Dubai 10 dirham: Pakistan 300 rupee
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Peaceful coexistence
principles key for stability

Global Views, page 13

Peru trusts in the 
resilience of the 
Chinese economy.”
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Will public 
servants help 
coalition in 
South Africa 
function well?
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New drug for 
Alzheimer’s
prescribed
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Researchers open the returner of the Chang'e 6 lunar probe on Wednesday at the China Academy of Space Technology in Beijing. The 
weight of the samples collected from the far side of the moon by the Chang'e-6 mission will be made public on Friday, the China National 
Space Administration said, jin liwang/xinhua See more, page 3
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Ordinary folk
Professor Liu Shijuan, a Chinese 

teacher at IUP, invited the stu­
dents to take part in the tour pro­
gram as she knows most of them 
through Chinese-language or cul­
tural courses at the university.

01

Left: Kenneth Au (left) and Kamir Walton (right) from Indiana University of Pennsylvania learn about car engine components while visiting Xiaomi's industrial park in Beijing on May 20. Middle: Students try out Xiaomi
smartphones in the industrial park. Right: Wang Juan, a PE teacher at the Beijing Foreign Studies University, shows baduanjin exercise movements to US student Emma Monday at the university on May 20.
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After the trip’s closing ceremony 
on May 26, Caroline Bianco said 
she was grateful to be a part of the 
2024 BFSU Discover China Pro­
gram.

“I think the initiative is realty 
smart,” she said. “Even if our two 
governments have different posi­
tions on core issues, like how they 
should run their countries or how 
they govern their people, youth 
can be the bridge.”

Before arriving, Bianco’s percep­
tion of China was simply of a coun­
try with a large population, 
crowded and busy places, and ter­
rible pollution.

However, the visit changed her 
mind, and she has saved images of 
what she saw and experienced on 
her smartphone. She said she will 
go back home and tell everyone 
how her experiences differed from 
her expectations.

“If I show people photos about 
how these cities are greener than 
ours, explain about how they cared 
about the environment or (peo­
ple’s) health, I think some people 
may understand what I experi­
enced and change their minds,” 
Bianco said.

She was impressed by the hospi­
tality of Chinese people and 
recalled an experience in a rural 
area of Hangzhou, where villagers 
at a tea garden they randomly 
stopped at served them tea and 
allowed them to use the toilet in 
their house.

“It was something we have never 
experienced in the US. We wouldn’t 
think about inviting strangers into 
our houses. It seems like they are 
really trusting and treat guests with 
hospitality,” she said.

Most of the students had never 
been to an Asian country before, 
and they witnessed different 
aspects of life and culture in Chi­
na. The eye-openers included the 
ancient architecture of the Forbid­
den City, the natural beauty of 
West Lake as well as modern 
advances such as the widespread 
use of mobile-phone payments 
and the country’s high-speed rail­
way network.

Despite the differences, the US 
students said what are truly 
important are the similarities both 
people shared.

“We learned by coming here that 
people are very similar, even though 
our cultures are very different. You 
find you have more in common with 
someone from a different country 
like China,” Bianco said.

Emma Monday said the initiative 
is about making a difference in rela­
tions between two countries that 
currently have political tensions. “I 
think the feet that China is stepping 
up to take this initiative realty shows 
their efforts to try to repair the rela­
tionship,” Monday said, adding it is a 
positive move.

“We are going in the right direc­
tion. I implore US citizens to open 
their eyes, welcome this initiative, 
and meet China halfway,” she said. 

Kamir Walton said he was a little 
nervous about coming to China, 
and was worried that he would get 
in trouble if he said anything con­
sidered improper. “But being here, 
the first day I knew I had it wrong, 
or Americans had it wrong,” Wal­
ton said.

His China experience had made 
him believe that people-to-people 
exchanges are what the two coun­
tries need and he would like to be 
part of that bridge, he said.

“This is the first step, and 50,000 
young people saying how China is 
may be enough for a small move­
ment in China-US relations,” Wal­
ton said.
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Optimistic outlook
While interacting with the stu­

dents during his lecture, Xie asked 
them a serious question: “Are you 
more of a pessimist or optimist 
when it comes to Beijing-Washing­
ton relations?”

Walton said after the class that 
he was pessimistic about relations, 
but not because of the Chinese 
people.

“The problem is when we expe­
rience stuff and try to make a 
change after going back, we are 
criticized. And then we are part of 
the ‘enemy’,” he said.

Monday said she is in the minor­
ity back home when it comes to 
attitudes toward China. “I had a 
difficult time talking about what I 
observed in China because people 
who have never experienced the 
culture are so set on thinking that 
those who come here are being 
brainwashed,” she said.

“I’m optimistic about the way 
China is handling this, but as far as 
the way the US can receive it, I just 
don’t know,” she added.

Despite the challenges, the 
younger generation is more open- 
minded and willing to embrace 
ideas, the students said.

Monday said at college, “the 
majority of people would be very 
open to strengthening the rela­
tionship. In general, younger peo­
ple are more open to it than older 
people who already have their 
mindset”.

Tu Xiliang, one of the program 
organizers from BFSU, said the 
exchange in May is the first phase 
of the Discover China Program, 
which aims to open a window for 
international students to experi­
ence China.

As the number of US students 
studying in China has decreased in 
recent years, Tu said he hoped the 
program would attract more inter­
national students to pursue further 
education in China and discover die 
country for tiiemselves.

Apart from BFSU, several high 
schools and universities in China 
are planning exchange programs 
under the initiative during the 
upcoming summer vocation.

how China had been able to shift 
to an electric vehicle system while 
its infrastructure still supported 
fuel vehicles.

“It seems like China can fully 
convert to a whole electric car sys­
tem, much better than any Ameri­
can system,” Au said.

The cheaper prices of advanced 
electronic products such as smart­
phones and laptops also drew the

Chinese counterparts
Huo Yi volunteered to be the 

team leader of the program and 
spent a large amount of time with 
the US students while taking care 
of them during the tour. A doctoral 
candidate at Dong-A University in 
South Korea, Huo was in Beijing 
preparing his thesis defense when 
he learned about the program 
from a friend who was one of the 
visit organizers.

“Their behavior challenged 
some of my perceptions about 
American youth,” Huo said.

While young US people are often 
stereotyped as being rebellious, 
Huo said he found the young visi­
tors to be orderly and on time, and 
willing to follow all regulations.

A memorable experience was 
watching a soccer match with 
them at the Workers’ Stadium in 
Beijing, Huo said.

“Despite rarely watching soccer 
games in the US, they were extreme-

US students’ attention.
However, it was the ancient 

architecture in the Forbidden City 
and how it fits in with Beijing’s 
modern landscape that got the 
visiting students most excited. 

“As a young country, we don’t 
have ancient structures in the US. 
It’s amazing that one emperor 
lived in a place literally the size of 
a city,” Walton said.

Kayla Kristchil, who has trav­
eled to Europe, was impressed by 
the combination of the modern 
and ancient in Beijing.

She took a picture in the Forbid­
den City, with the palace in the 
foreground and skyscrapers in the 
background.

Bianco was impressed by the 
architecture and Chinese people’s 
appreciation of history.

“The Summer Palace is realty 
beautiful and the Great Wall is cra­
zy to see in person. It’s hard to 
believe how it was built. The peo­
ple realty appreciate the country’s 
history and where they came 
from,” she said.

During their visit to Xiaomi, 
some of the students said that a 
Xiaomi SU7, the company’s first 
electric car, which was on display, 
was the most amazing vehicle 
they’d ever seen.

Walton kept asking questions 
about charging the car, but the 
software engineering student was 
especially impressed by its strik­
ing color. “Wien I was told the col­
or was scientifically taken from 
the ocean, I thought I would realty 
like to buy it,” Walton said.

A similar vehicle would sell for 
over $150,000 in the US, while it 
costs only about 290,000 yuan 
($40,000) in China, he added.

Computer science student Ken­
neth Au said he was curious about

“Most of them are interested in 
learning Chinese,” Liu said.

As IUP and BFSU had been 
working on cooperation on post­
graduate programs, they had the 
idea of inviting undergraduate US 
students to come to China and 
experience the country in person. 

Participants had to meet certain 
conditions, such as having a pass­
port, being able to afford the 
flight tickets, and a willing­
ness to explore China. 

The students, with an 
average age of 20, are 
all from “ordinary 
families” in small 
cities and some 
of them had 
never been 
on a plane 
before, Liu 
said.

“Unlike
Chinese

parents
who may
be more 
supportive in 
funding their 
children for 
exchange programs 
overseas, many of these 
American students had to 
earn their own plane tickets 
through part-time jobs,” she said. 

The majority of them found a 
job near the university. “Most of 
them had little idea of China — a 
country far away from their 
homes,” Liu said.

Some of the students flew more 
than 24 hours to get to Beijing, and 
one of them only obtained her 
travel visa on the morning she left. 

Monday said she was excited 
about the trip from Beijing to 
Hangzhou as it was her first time 
traveling on a high-speed train. 

“I thought it was realty conve­
nient because you don’t have to 
pay as much as the airplane. We 
kept looking at the map and said it 
was this far from Beijing. We were 
so amazed by how fast we got 
there,” Monday said.
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Students from Indi­
ana University of 

Pennsylvania try on 
Peking Opera cos­

tumes at Jixiang 
Theatre in Beijing 

on May 17.
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ly engaged and captivated by the live 
match. This made me deeply appre­
ciate cultural exchange as an excel­
lent way to foster mutual 
understanding,” he said.

Huo said his involvement had 
allowed him to observe the diverse 
behavior of young people from dif­
ferent cultural backgrounds.

Some of the US students have 
deeper connections with China 
that went beyond an interest in 
learning the Chinese language. 
Kenneth Au’s father emigrated 
from Hong Kong to the US in the 
1980s, while Emily Schumacher 
was adopted by a US family in 
Zhuhai, Guangdong province, 
when she was three years old.

“Au showed traditional Chinese 
traits of humility and politeness 
because of his family background,” 
Huo said. “On the other hand, 
Emily, affected by her upbringing, 
would straightforwardly express 
her views on perceived injustices.” 

Xie Tao, dean of the School of 
International Relations and Diplo­
macy at BFSU who gave a lecture 
about China-US relations to the 
US students, said he was 
impressed by their extremely posi­
tive feedback about their experien­
ces in China. All of them said they 
would recommend to their friends 
and family to visit the country. 

“I firmly believe exchanges 
between Chinese and American 
students will help reduce misun­
derstandings and stereotypes 
about China that are widespread 
among American people,” Xie said. 

“Face-to-face conversation and 
learning will undoubtedly make 
American students better appreci­
ate the real China.”
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Students from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, the United States, learn about the interior structure of the Xiaomi SU7 electric vehicle 
at the company’s industrial park in Beijing on May 17. photos by zou hong / china daily

3

■/jri

/|

*

J A
___ \

A.

TH



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/28/2024 5:22:31 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBAL EDITION Friday, June 28,2024 I 3

TOP NEWS
Service: State needs officialsPRESIDENT I DEBATE with exceptional set of skills

From page 1

co

Confident in China’s growth

Nation to launch asteroid probe Tianwen 2 next year

Coup plot unravels

From page 1

[ U

1 j

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/28/2024 5:22:31 PM

While coalition administrations 
can introduce complexity and obsta­
cles, they also provide opportunities 
for professionalizing the public ser­
vice. They can contribute to building 
a more capable and professional 
public service better equipped to 
implement diverse and sometimes 
conflicting policy agendas by priori­
tizing training, performance man­
agement and ethical standards. We 
must soothe the concerns of our offi­
cials by urging them to fully embrace 
the new opportunities and possibili­
ties provided by die new concept of 
cooperative governance. 

As dedicated mandarins, we owe 
it to South Africans to respond pro­
actively to the growing realities of 
coalitions and work relentlessly to 
build a better, stable and prosperous 
South Africa. Now, more than ever, 
we must take the initiative to display 
the diligence and resilience demon­
strated during significant events 
such as the 2010 FIFA World Cup 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. Not 
only have we navigated potentially 
disruptive changes caused by past 
Cabinet reshuffles and other unprec­
edented events, such as the start of 
new administrations, but we have 
also helped stabilize and sustain 
public institutions’ successful opera­
tions to ensure business continuity. 
Again, I must restate that the man­
darins are expected to act as the 
“Talented Tenth” We are expected to 
lead institutions of the state per the 
constitutional provisions, instead of 
rashing to carry handbags to endear 
ourselves with the new principals. 

The ethic of development and 
work distinguishes this advanced 
detachment from the rest of the offi­
cials who are largely measured by 
showing up and completing die 
tasks for the day while being kind to 
the public and not stealing. We must 
earn die trust and respect through 
leadership and diligent execution. As 
we proudly proclaim:' ke e: /rnrra/ 
/ke, literally meaning diverse people 
unite, we must all work toward the 
noble objective of eventually estab­
lishing a single public service, wh icli 
exists in countries of botii the Global 
North and the Global South.

Section 195 (1) of die Constitution 
outlines the “basic values and prin­
ciples governing public administra­
tion (government)” which apply to 
all spheres of government, organs of 
state and public enterprises. A fur­
ther provision is tiiat a public 
administration must be governed by 
democratic values and principles 
characterized by high standards of 
professional ethics, efficiency, eco­
nomic and effective use of resources, 
impartiality, inclusivity, accountabil­
ity and transparency. The basic 
proposition is that we have a firm 
legal foundation to manage current 
and unfolding realities. 

The term “mandarins” is invoked 
because the state requires a cadre 
of executives with exceptional lead­
ership and managerial skills to nav­
igate political dynamics, deploy 
human and capital resources, inter­
pret political mandates and dili- 
gentiy lead the execution of plans 
that improve the socioeconomic 
conditions of society. The responsi­
bility of a patriotic mandarin is to 
faithfully execute the government’s 
policies and ensure that service 
delivery is sustained, even in the 
face of political changes. The 
supreme structure that commands 
the bureaucracy is the Cabinet, 
where the government’s program of 
the day is adopted.

The essence of the public servant 
is that there is a proactive embrace- 
ment of uncertainty by exercising 
capabilities and agency to navigate 
complexity and mobilize people 
and resources for what lies ahead. 
Adopting the National Framework 
Toward the Professionalisation of 
tiie Public Sector by the Cabinet in 
October 2022 served to effect the 
constitutional obligation by provid­
ing better guidance on managing 
shocks such as the current excep­
tional circumstances. The frame­
work provides agency to the 
mandarins by emphasizing the 
importance of maintaining higher 
standards of professionalism, 
regardless of personal affiliation 
with a political party or cause. 

As with counterparts in other 
parts of the world who have been 
through coalitions, South African 
mandarins should continue to 
advance the national development 
agenda. As the country enters the 
era of significant changes in public 
positions, they are understandably 
concerned, as coalitions have inher­
ent problems. Some officials have 
expressed concerns that because a 
coalition government includes 
additional layers of bureaucracy, 
different parties may claim control 
of specific institutions. Public ser­
vants receive contradictory direct­
ives from political principals of 
coalition parties, causing confu­
sion, frustration and inefficiencies. 

Coalition partners may exert 
political pressure on public servants 
to align with their respective party 
agendas, possibly jeopardizing the 
civil senice’s neutrality and profes­
sionalism. Again, the mandarins 
should manage this at the depart­
mental level by ensuring that refer­
ence is always made to the Cabinet’s 
national development agenda. 

Job insecurity is a genuine con­
cern, particularly among senior pub­
lic servants. Disagreements over 
budget allocation to government 
departments and entities may com­
promise funding for long-term pro­
jects and consequently affect service 
delivery. Despite all these perceived 
and potentially genuine challenges, 
experiences in other countries have 
shown that GNUs and coalitions 
provide opportunities for construct­
ive change and are a vital compo­
nent of further professionalizing the 
public sector. Coalition governments 
can promote public policy innova­
tion by bringing together the per­
spectives and ideas of different 
political parties. Such political joint 
ventures also intrinsically promote 
collaborative governance practices, 
with departments and ministries 
working together to develop and 
implement integrated policies. 

To navigate this dynamic political 
landscape, public servants must be 
adaptable and resilient to their man­
date of serving the public effectively 
and efficiently. Now is the moment 
for public servants to embrace coali­
tion arrangements to broaden their 
horizons by learning and adapting 
policies and strategies to a changing 
political landscape. A GNU or coali­
tion agreement would reinforce the 
Cabinet as the primary policy direc­
tion and decision-making source.

The author is director-general of the 
National School of Government of 
South Africa and a visiting profes­
sor at Fudan University. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

China is poised to meet its annual 
growth target of around 5 percent 
this year, given strong policy stimulus 
and the gradual recovery in confi­
dence and expectations, experts and 
global entrepreneurs said on Thurs­
day at the 15 th Annual Meeting of the 
New Champions, also known as the 
Summer Davos.

The world’s second-largest econo­
my is a key source of global demand, 
playing a significant role in driving 
the world’s economic growth and 
offering growing opportunities for 
global stakeholders, they said at 
the event held in Dalian, Liaoning 
province.

Despite pressures and mounting 
uncertainties at home and abroad, 
they said they believe that China has 
the capabilities and conditions to 
deal with structural issues and foster 
new quality productive forces in the 
long ran.

Peng Sen, president of the China 
Society of Economic Reform, said 
he is fully confident that China wall 
achieve its annual growth target of 
around 5 percent this year, given 
the support of the adopted macro- 
economic policies and the country’s 
accelerated push for fostering new 
quality productive forces.

“China’s economy is on the
Contact the writers at
ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn 

upswing,” Peng said on Thursday at 
a subforam whose theme was the 
country’s economic outlook. How­
ever, “the recovery process doesn’t 
yet have very firm foundations amid 
insufficient demand, still-weak 
expectations among the public, and 
uncertainties, particularly from the 
external environment” he added.

Advancing reforms will be key to 
tackling the issues facing the econo­
my, Peng said.

More efforts should be made to 
provide policies supporting the inno­
vative development of the private sec­
tor, accelerate the push for building a 
unified national market, deepen mar­
ket-oriented reforms of production 
factors such as land, capital, labor, 
technology and data, and address 
institutional improvements in the 
market economy system, he added

Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed on Thursday that 
industrial enterprises with annual 
revenue of at least 20 million yuan 
($2.75 million) saw their total profits 
increase 3.4 percent year-on-year in 
the first five months of 2024, com­
pared with 4.3 percent in the first 
four months.

In May, China’s industrial profits 
rose 0.7 percent year-on-year, com­
pared with 4 percent year-on-year 
growth in April.

In an exclusive interview with 
China Daily, Joe Ngai, chairman of 
management consultancy McKinsey

Coalition governments can have a 
multidimensional impacton profes­
sionalizing public service, influenc­
ing various aspects such as 
recruiting, training, performance 
management and overall efficiency. 

In Germany, for example, the 
Grand Coalition (2005-09 and 2013- 
21) aimed to modernize the public 
sector through training programs that 
would rapidly adapt to new' policies.

In Belgium, coalition administra­
tions have prioritized capacity-build­
ing within public service to deal 
with the complexity of a multilin­
gual and multicultural society. For 
example, their training initiatives 
aimed to ensure that public servants 
were fluent in Dutch and French, 
thereby boosting communication 
and service delivery. In India, coali­
tion governments have recognized 
the importance of a professionalized 
public service to effectively imple­
ment diverse policy objectives. 

A practical further example is 
coalition arrangements in Italy, 
where the 2009 Branetta Reform 
was adopted, which aimed to boost 
public sector efficiency and 
accountability by implementing 
performance-based compensation 
and rigorous performance evalua­
tions for public servants. 

In the Netherlands, coalition gov­
ernments have promoted profes­
sionalization through collaborative 
training programs that bring 
together public servants from dif­
ferent ministries.

These programs seek to build a 
cohesive and well-trained public 
sendee capable of working across 
political divides.

Boluarte said she believes that 
one way to promote cooperation 
between Pera and China that bene­
fits both peoples is to further pro­
mote the exchange of students by 
providing more scholarships to 
each other’s citizens.

“Using this scholarship coopera­
tion as an example, this initiative 
could be extended to our partners 
in the Pacific Alliance, thus 
strengthening not only the relations

at consultancy Marsh McLennan, 
said, “The Chinese economy got off to 
a pretty good start in the first quarter 
and has some positive factors that 
have been laying a foundation for 
achieving its annual growth target. 

“China’s pursuit of high-quality 
drivers of production and China’s 
economic development have cre­
ated greater cooperation space for 
companies around the world to work 
together in a more harmonious wayj’ 
he added.

lyidum noted that China is Marsh 
McLennan’s second-largest operation 
in Asia, and the company is commit­
ted to the China market, with more 
investment plans.

US-based smart building solu­
tions provider Johnson Controls 
expressed strong optimism about 
the Chinese economy and opportu­
nities in China, saying that the com­
pany has benefited from the coun­
try’s steady economic grow'th over the 
past few decades.

Anu Rathninde, president of 
Johnson Controls Asia-Pacific, said: 
‘We appreciate the continuous open- 
ing-up in China, and w;e appreciate 
the continuous reforms and the sup­
port and welcome for foreign enter­
prises. As China’s economy grow's, the 
foreign enterprises grow and benefit 
equally?’

China plans to carry out a series 
of massive space programs in the 
near future, according to a senior 
official of the China National Space 
Administration.

Bian Zhigang, deputy director of 
the space administration, said on 
Thursday at a news conference in 
Beijing that the administration is 
working on two new lunar expedi­
tions and three deep-space explora­
tion missions.

‘We are developing the Chang’e 7 
and Chang’e 8 robotic probes. 
Chang’e 7 will be sent to the lunar 
south pole region to conduct envi­
ronmental and resources surveys, 
while Chang’e 8 will undertake 
technology demonstrations for 
in-situ resources utilization,” he 
told Chinese and foreign journal­
ists attending the news conference, 
which was hosted by the State

between China and Peru but also 
between other countries in the 
region,” she said.

The Peruvian president also said 
that it is the responsibility of Peru 
and China, as defenders of peace, 
to work together and solve the 
great conflicts that divide the 
world.

“I believe our work should focus 
on preserving peace, avoiding a 
Cold War mentality, and proposing 
real solutions to global issues that 
affect all of humanity, such as cli­
mate change, famines and natural 
disasters. These issues will persist if 
we do not work together on global 
solutions,” she said.

Boluarte said China’s leadership 
in the development of solar panels, 
electric mobility and renewable 
energy is fundamental to solving 
many of the global challenges facing 
humanity.

T
a

Council Information Office. 
Bian did not mention when the 

two lunar probes are scheduled for 
launch, but information published 
by the space administration indi­
cates that Chang’e 7 will be 
launched around 2026 and 
Chang’e 8 around 2028.

Meanwhile, the Chinese govern­
ment has approved three new deep­
space exploration missions to 
enable scientists to advance their 
research on the origins and evolu­
tion of the solar system, the impacts 
of small celestial bodies and solar 
activities on Earth, the possibility of 
extraterrestrial life, and other such 
significant scientific issues, accord­
ing to the senior official.

‘Tianwen 2 will be a robotic mis­
sion to retrieve samples from a near­
Earth asteroid. It is scheduled for 
launch next year. Tianwen 3, sched­
uled for (launch) around 2030, aims 
to land on Mars, collect and bring 
samples back to Earth. Tianwen 4 

By OUYANG SHI JIA 
and ZHANG XIAOMEN 
in Dalian, Liaoning

send a probe comprising two parts
— an orbiter and a reentry module
— toward the asteroid.

After approaching 2016 HO3, the 
unmanned spacecraft will orbit 
around the asteroid and then fly 
very close to it to use a mechanical 
arm to scoop dust from the surface. 

Tianwen 2 wall fly back to the 
Earth’s orbit and release its reentry 
module, allowing the latter to fall 
back to the ground, carrying the 
samples. Hie orbiter will then trav­
el toward a main-belt comet called 
311P to continue its scientific explo­
ration tasks.

So far, scientists have identified 
about 1 million asteroids in the solar 
system, with more than 20,000 trav­
eling near Earth.

The 2016 HO3, also known as 
469219 Kamo’oalewa, was first 
spotted in April 2016 by an asteroid 
survey telescope at the Haleakala 
Observatories in Hawaii, the United 
States.

will be sent to explore Jupiter 
around 2030,” Bian said.

Currently, scientists and engineers 
are working on mission plans and 
key technologies for Tianwen 3 and 
Tianwen 4, he added.

The Tianwen missions, named 
after an ancient Chinese poem, cover 
China’s interplanetary exploration 
endeavors.

Tianwen 1 was launched in July 
2020 and it successfully touched 
dowTi on Mars in May 2021. The 
probe deployed a rover, named 
Zhurong, to explore the Red Planet. 
Zhurong was the sixth rover on 
Mars, after five from the United 
States. It traveled more than 1,900 
meters and obtained a great deal of 
data and images before ceasing 
operations.

According to mission planners 
and scientists, Tianwen 2 will target 
2016 HO3, the smallest and closest 
quasi-satellite to Earth. The basic 
plan is to use a large carrier rocket to

China, said the broader economy is 
still facing pressures from sluggish 
demand, pointing to market con­
cern over a mismatch in supply' and 
demand.

He said on the sidelines of the 
Summer Davos that more efforts are 
needed to improve the offering of 
consumer goods and services, cre­
ate more jobs and increase people’s 
incomes.

Meanwhile, Ngai said China’s 
2024 annual growth target of around 
5 percent is achievable amid a steady 
recovery in confidence, and the coun­
try is poised to contribute around 
one-third of global economic growth. 

Zhang Xiaoyan, associate dean of 
Tsinghua University’s PBC School of 
Finance, said the Chinese economy 
is gradually shaking off the impact 
of COVID-19.

Technological innovation, nota­
bly artificial intelligence and green 
industries, will serve as new' growth 
drivers boosting China’s growth, 
Zhang added.

NBS data showed that the 
equipment manufacturing sector 
registered rapid profit growth with 
advanced, intelligent and green devel­
opment. In the first five months of the 
year, profits recorded by equipment 
manufacturing enterprises surged 
11.5 percent year-on-year, which w'as 
8.1 percentage points higher than the 
figure for overall industrial profits. 

Svein Tyldum, CEO for North Asia 

By ZHAO LEI
zhaolei @chinadaily.com.cn

To navigate this 
dynamic political 
landscape, public 
servants must be 
adaptable and 
resilient to their 
mandate of serving 
the public effectively 
and efficiently.
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Police detain Juan Jose Zuniga (second from right), former 
general commander of the Bolivian army, on Wednesday in 
the city of La Paz after a failed coup attempt against President 
Luis Arce. Zuniga reportedly led the rebellion, which saw
hundreds of soldiers trying to storm the presidential palace 
earlier on Wednesday, juan karita / ap See story, page 5

Squaring off
US President Joe Biden 
listens as the Republican 
presidential candidate, 
former President Donald 
Trump, speaks during a 
debate hosted by CNN on 
Thursday in Atlanta. 
GERALD HERBERT/AP

Peru: Leader 
pushes for 
more student 
exchanges
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accordance with relevant laws and 
regulations. The devices bore labels 
from Ultra Electronics, a company 
specializing in submarine detection 
services that provides support to the 
US Navy, the report cited an expert 
as saying.

At a news conference on Thursday, 
Ministry of National Defense spokes­
man Senior Colonel Wu Qian said, 
“China firmly opposes the provoca­
tive actions of US military aircraft 
and vessels in the South China Sea.” 

He emphasized that it is “com­
pletely legitimate and lawful for the 
Chinese side to cany out operations, 
including rights protection, law 
enforcement, identification and ver­
ification activities, in waters adja­
cent to Ren’ai Reef” 

-

The Ministry of National Defense 
denounced on Thursday what it 
called provocations by the United 
States in the South China Sea, fol­
lowing the suspected deployment of 
submarine detection devices by a 
US military aircraft.

According to a China Media Group 
report on Wednesday, the China 
Coast Guard recently detected a US 
warplane hovering over the South 
China Sea and repeatedly dropping 
unidentified electronic devices in the 
waters near' Ren’ai Reef.

The China Coast Guard promptly 
dispatched personnel to the area to 
retrieve and inspect the items in

them to have more time to partici­
pate in daily life and live inde­
pendently.

Nearly 39 million people in Chi­
na aged 60 and above have mild 
cognitive impairment and about 15 
million suffer from dementia. They 
include 13 million with mild cogni­
tive impairment originating from 
Alzheimer’s and 9.83 million with 
dementia related to Alzheimer’s, 
according to the China Alzheimer 
Report 2022 published in the jour­
nal General Psychiatry.

Data from the phase 3 clinical 
trial of Lecanemab, published in

ByQJUQUANLIN
in Zhongshan, Guangdong 
qiuquanlin@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai 
zhouwenting@chinadaiiy.com.cn

China’s metro train technology' to transit and achieving the industry’s
new heights,” Lyu said. “This innova- dual carbon goals.”
tion is crucial for promoting the
green transformation of urban rail

By JIANG CHENGLONG 
jiangchenglong@chinadaily.com.cn

with the weight savings directly 
translating into a 7 percent reduction 
in energy consumption, leading to an 
annual decrease of 130 metric tons of 
carbon emissions. The environmen­
tal benefit is equivalent to planting 
roughly 6.7 hectares of forest.

Despite its lighter frame, the car­
bon fiber construction doesn’t com­
promise on strength. Liu said the 
components offer superior resist­
ance to impact and fatigue compared 
to traditional metals, ultimately 
extending the train’s life span. The 
reduced weight also translates to less 
wear on wheels and rails, minimiz­
ing maintenance requirements.

The CETROVO 1.0 also incorpo­
rates advanced digital twin technolo­
gy through an intelligent operation 
platform called SmartCare. The sys­
tem enables the train to self-diagnose 
and detect potential problems, ensur-

enrollment this year.
“I visited the campus with my par­

ents a few days ago and was satisfied 
with its environment, infrastructure 
and faculty” she said. “I am most 
interested in the occupational ther­
apy major and find the arrangement 
of one year in Qingdao and three 
y'ears in Beijing appealing.

“I initially thought of rehabilitation 
only as helping people with disabili­
ties, but later learned that the sector 
involves a variety of research in neu­
rology, orthopedics and the develop­
ment of medical equipment Our 
society is now in need of rehabilita­
tion professionals, and I think enter­
ing the industry is very meaningful.” 

Official data shows that China has 
about 85 million people with disabili­
ties, 44 million seniors with self-care 
disabilities and 300 million people 
living with chronic illnesses. By next 
year, the number of elderly people is 
expected to reach 430 million.

“The international standard is to 
have at least 30 rehabilitation pro­
fessionals per 100,000 population, 
and China aims to increase the ratio 
to 12 per 100,000 by 2025,” Wang 
said. “But the rate only stands at 3.1 
at present.

“The establishment of the univer­
sity will play an important role in 
cultivating more top talent in reha­
bilitation, promoting health and the 
well-being of the public and proact­
ively helping the nation tackle an 
aging society.”

By the end of 2020, over 230 uni­
versities and colleges across the 
nation had set up programs related 
to rehabilitation.

The idea of a university solely 
focusing on rehabilitation studies 
was first proposed by the China Disa­
bled Persons’ Federation in 2015. In 
June 2019, the Ministry of Education 
approved the building of the univer­
sity in Qingdao and construction of 
the campus began in March 2020.

— -

to Zhongshan, in the western part, 
will be reduced from two hours to 
just 30 minutes.

“Various mechanical, electrical, 
communication and other equip­
ment and facilities of the passage 
have completed testing, and the 
road management personnel, 
engineering maintenance teams 
and road network information 
center teams are all in place for 
the trial operation,” Zhang Chang- 
liang, deputy director of the 
Shenzhen-Zhongshan Link Man­
agement Center, said at a news

The Shenzhen-Zhongshan Link, 
a cross-sea passage integrating 
bridges, islands, tunnels and 
underwater interchanges in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area, will begin trial 
operations on Sunday, transport 
authorities said.

After the passage is opened, the 
journey from Shenzhen, in the 
eastern of the Pearl River estuary,

300 undergraduates to enroll in five 
majors at Qingdao institution this year

the New England Journal of Medi­
cine at the end of 2022, showed 
that after 18 months of treatment, 
patients in the Lecanemab group 
exhibited 27 percent less decline in 
their cognitive and memory func­
tions compared with the placebo 
group.

A simulation published in Neu­
rology and Therapy in April last 
year showed that the combination 
of Lecanemab and a drug that 
inhibits a type of glycoprotein 
delayed the progression of Alz­
heimer’s by an average of two to 
three years.

“After the new drag is put into 
use clinically, we’ll launch a new 
clinical study at the hospital,” said 
Yu Jintai, head of the division of 
cognitive disorders in the neurolo­
gy department at Huashan Hospi­
tal. “We’ll combine this new 
treatment and a symptom-improv­
ing drag to see if they can work to 
treat both the symptoms and the 
root cause of the disease to maxi­
mally benefit patients.”

Yu’s team led the development of 
the world’s first international 
guidelines for evidence-based pre­
vention of Alzheimer’s in 2020. It 
pointed out that at least 40 percent 
of Alzheimer’s onset can be pre­
vented through 21 methods, 
including vascular risk factor con­
trol and a healthy lifestyle.

ing safe and efficient operation while 
minimizing maintenance costs, 
which are projected to be 22 percent 
lower over the train’s life cycle.

Lyu Xiaojun, another senior 
designer at CRRC Qingdao Sifang, 
highlighted the critical role of mini­
mizing energy consumption and 
carbon emissions in China’s urban 
rail sector.

“Lightweight vehicles are a key 
technology for developing eco- 
friendly and low-carbon rail vehi­
cles,” Lyu said, adding that carbon 
fiber, with its light weight and high 
strength, as well as its fatigue and 
corrosion resistance, is an ideal 
material for the purpose.

“The introduction of the new train 
marks a significant shift from metal 
to carbon fiber composite materials, 
breaking through the limitations of 
traditional structures and advancing

China recently unveiled its first 
university dedicated entirely to 
rehabilitation studies. Located in 
the eastern coastal city of Qingdao, 
Rehabilitation University aims to 
address the growing demand for 
rehabilitation professionals in a rap­
idly aging society and spearhead 
advances in the field.

Unveiled on Saturday, Rehabilita­
tion University was founded by 
Shandong’s provincial government 
witli support from the Ministry of 
Education, the China Disabled Per­
sons’ Federation and the National 
Health Commission. It comprises five 
colleges and three affiliated hospitals. 

The university plans to enroll its 
first batch of300 undergraduate stu­
dents across five majors: rehabilita­
tion physical therapy; rehabilitation 
occupational therapy; clinical medi­
cine; biomedical engineering; and 
bioinformatics.

“We have established cooperation 
with top-tier colleges, research insti­
tutes and leading rehabilitation com­
panies to jointly nurture talent,” said 
Wang Zhongyan, head of the univer­
sity’s development and planning 
department

For instance, students majoring in 
rehabilitation occupational therapy 
— a branch of medicine that helps 
people regain or enhance function 
and independence in daily living 
skills — will spend their freshman 
year on the campus in Qingdao and 
undeigo training and internships for 
the remaining three years at China 
Rehabilitation Research Center in 
Beijing, Wang said.

Zhang Yira, who recently took the 
national college entrance exam in 
Weifang, Shandong, said she had 
been keeping a close eye on the 
establishment of the university and 
was excited to learn that it will begin

China has unveiled the world’s 
first commercially operational met­
ro train built with carbon fiber 
materials, marking a significant 
leap in eco-friendly urban transpor­
tation technology.

Developed by CRRC Qingdao 
Sifang and Qingdao Metro, the CET­
ROVO 1.0 train boasts reduced 
weight and energy consumption, 
paving the way for a greener future 
for subways.

The innovative train utilizes car­
bon fiber composites, revolutionary 
materials known for their strength- 
to-weight ratio.

“By using this ‘king1 of new mate­
rials, the train achieves an impress­
ive 11 percent weight reduction 
compared to traditional metal mod­
els,” said Liu Jinzhu, a senior design­
er at CRRC Qingdao Sifang.

That translates to a lighter body, 

Funds allocated for 
flood response work 
China has announced the alloca­
tion of496 million yuan ($69.6 
million) from the natural disas­
ter relief fund to assist flood con­
trol efforts across a broad swath 
of the country. The emergency 
funds were jointly allocated by 
the Ministry of Finance and the 
Ministry of Emergency Manage­
ment, the Ministry of Finance 
said in a statement released on 
Thursday. Tire new' funds wall be 
used to support flood and disas­
ter control work in the provinces 
of Zhejiang, Anhui, Fujian, Jiang­
xi, Hubei, Hunan, Guizhou and 
Guangdong, and the Guangxi 
Zliuang autonomous region.

Former Shanghai 
lawmaker stands trial 
Dong Yunhu, a former senior 
legislator in Shanghai, stood tri­
al at the Hefei Intermediate Peo­
ple’s Court in Anhui province on 
Thursday, where he pleaded 
guilty to charges of corruption. 
Dong, who previously served as 
secretary of the leading Party 
members’ group of the Standing 
Committee of the Shanghai
Municipal People’s Congress 
and as chairman of the commit­
tee, faced allegations of abusing 
his positions from 2002 to 2023. 
Prosecutors said Dong lever­
aged his authority to assist vari­
ous organizations and 
individuals in matters involving 
financing, loans, land transfers, 
business operations, and per­
sonnel arrangements. In 
exchange, he accepted illegal 
payments totaling over 148 mil­
lion yuan ($20.8 million) in 
money and valuables.

Direct flight links 
Guangzhou, Budapest 
Anew' direct air route linking 
Guangzhou, capital of Guang­
dong province, with Budapest in 
Hungary, was launched on 
Thursday. The inaugural flight, 
CZ649, departed Guangzhou at 
approximately 1 am, carrying 
over 200 passengers, marking 
the first direct flight between the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay' Area and Hungary.

AU

The first new treatment for Alz­
heimer’s disease in two decades 
fully approved by the United 
States Food and Drag Administra­
tion was prescribed for the first 
time on the Chinese mainland at 
Shanghai Huashan Hospital Affili­
ated with Fudan University on 
Wednesday.

Experts said Lecanemab, which 
w'as approved in the US in January 
last year and in China this Janu­
ary, will provide more efficient 
and personalized treatment plans 
that are expected to benefit more 
people in the early phase of the 
disease.

The first batch of six patients 
aged between 55 and 75 and diag­
nosed with early-stage Alzheimer’s 
at Huashan Hospital, w'hich is 
home to the National Medical Cen­
ter for Neurological Diseases, will 
receive an 18-month cycle of treat­
ment with infusion of the drug 
twice a month.

Lecanemab is an intravenous 
antibody that targets and removes 
beta-amyloid — an amino acid 
that plays a central role in Alz­
heimer’s — from the brain. For 
patients with early Alzheimer’s, 
the therapy helps reduce cognitive 
and functional decline and allows

Residents of Qingdao, Shandong province, check out the carbon 
fiber metro train developed by CRRC Sifang Co on Wednesday. 
DENG WANGQIANG / FOR CHINA DAILY

Yu Jintai, head of the division 
of cognitive disorders in the
neurology department at 
Huashan Hospital 

atMa’anshan Island in Zhongshan, 
Guangdong province.

The toll rates for vehicles passing 
through the link have been final­
ized, with a standard fee of 66 yuan 
($9) per vehicle for the entire route, 
Ma Ershun, the deputy director of 
the passage’s management center, 
said.

Ma said the passage will help to 
“greatly boost economic and social 
interactions, especially in the flow 
of goods from the eastern and 
western parts of the Pearl River 
estuary”.

Utt

By WANG XIAOYU
wangxiaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

conference in Zhongshan on 
Thursday.

Guangdong Transportation 
Group said on June 16 that the pas­
sage had passed construction 
acceptance after seven years of pre­
paratory work and challenging 
construction.

Located approximately 30 kilo­
meters south of the Humen Bridge 
and 31 kilometers north of the 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge, 
the link starts at the Shenzhen air­
port interchange, crosses Ling- 
dingyang Bay to the w'est and lands 

Staff members set up the venue for the opening ceremony of the Shenzhen-Zhongshan Link in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, on 
Thursday. The link is scheduled to hold its opening ceremony on Sunday morning, with trial operations commencing at 3 pm the same 
day. PARKER ZHENG / CHINA DAILY
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We’ll combine this 
new treatment and a 
symptom-improving 
drug to see if they 
can work to treat 
both the symptoms 
and the root cause of 
the disease.”

Suspected US submarine 
detection condemned
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By RENA LI in Los Angeles

renali@chinadailyusa.com

internet and using all means to 
spread rumors and smear Chinese 
vaccines, the report said.

Imee Marcos said the disinfor­
mation campaign against Sinovac 
— one of the more accessible vacci­
nes at the time — discouraged Fili­
pinos from getting vaccinated and 
left them more vulnerable to COV- 
ID-19, local media reported.

“Disinformation had its malign 
effects. The numbers are shocking. 
We’re talking about millions, hun­
dreds of thousands,” she said.

The hearing by the Philippine Sen­
ate is “a welcome development”, said 
a spokesperson of the Chinese 
embassy in the Republic of the Phil­
ippines on Wednesday.

The Pentagon’s moves were to 
serve the US’ geopolitical self-interest 
of containing and suppressing Chi­
na, while disregarding die lives and 
health of the vast majority of the Fili­
pino people, the spokesperson said. 

Anna Rosario Malindog-Uy, vice- 
president for external affairs of the 
Asian Century Philippines Strate-

on behalf of China Daily Beijing, 
China. Additional information is on
file with the Department of Justice. 
Washington. DC.

Tun Chuan and Xin Bao won’t be 
immediately viewable to the public 
upon arrival. They’ll acclimate to their 
new home behind the scenes for sev­
eral weeks. Once the wildlife health 
and care teams deem diem ready, the 
SDZWA will announce a debut date 
and provide details on how to see the 
pandas.

feul Baribault, president and CEO of 
SDZWA, expressed excitement in wel­
coming two giant pandas, saying that 
it highlights their collaboration with 
China on vital conservation efforts. 

“Our partnership with CWCA has 
been crucial for giant panda conserva­
tion, and we’re committed to working 
together to ensure the survival and 
thriving of this iconic species,” he said. 

The San Diego Zoo was the first in 
the US to have a cooperative panda 
conservation program. In an interview 
with China Daily, Megan Owen, vice- 
president of conservation science at 
SDZWA, who has been involved with 
giant pandas’ program for more than 
25 years, emphasized the importance 
of collaboration between the two 
countries.

“I’ve had the great fortune of travel­
ing to China many times to work with 
our colleagues in Chengdu, Wolong 
and otiier breeding centers,” she said. 
“Through these collaborations, we’ve 
developed a number of initiatives that 
have meaningfully contributed to giant 
panda preservation, and we’ve also 
developed strong friendships along 
the way?

This year marks the 30th anniver­
sary of the conservation partnership 
between the SDZWA and the CWCA. 
Through the collaboration, signifi­
cant strides have been made in giant 
panda conservation. Notably, the giant 
panda’s status was downgraded from 
endangered to vulnerable by the Inter­
national Union for Conservation of 
Nature in 2016, according to the zoo. 
The World Wildlife Fund also consid­
ers pandas vulnerable.

Officials from both nations stated 
that the pandas’ relocation is part of 
ongoing efforts to protect the species. 

China first sent pandas to the US in 
1972, when two arrived at the Nation­
al Zoo in Washington DC. The goal 
of lending pandas to American zoos 
included aiding breeding programs 
and boosting the panda population.

The conservation efforts have suc­
cessfully increased the giant panda 
population from fewer than 1,000 to 
over 1,800 in the wild and in captivity.

By PRIME SARMIENTO 
in Hong Kong 
prime@chinadailyapac.com

By JIMENA ESTEBAN 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
For China Daily

President Sara Duterte told report­
ers on Wednesday that her father 
and two brothers — Paolo and 
Sebastian — “are raring to run” in 
the Senate election next May.

She made this announcement a 
few days after resigning from Presi­
dent Marcos’ cabinet. Rodrigo, Pao­
lo and Sebastian Duterte have not 
released any statement yet regard­
ing her announcement.

Sara’s announcement “is a testa­
ment to the strategic acumen of the 
Duterte family”, Malindog-Uy said. 
“It conveys to their supporters and 
the broader Filipino public that the 
Duterte family maintains a cohe­
sive and unified stance on all signif­
icant national issues.”

Jean Encinas-Franco, a political 
science professor at the University 
of the Philippines, cited the power 
of name recall and how this bene­
fits the “Duterte brand”

“The ‘Duterte brand’ represents 
authenticity, malasakit (concern), 
the macho brand of politics that Fili­
pinos like,” Encinas-Franco said.

sacked Zuniga. He then named Jose 
Wilson Sanchez as the new army 
commander, who immediately 
ordered the troops to stand down. 

Zuniga was later arrested by 
police and seen heading outside 
the city in a police vehicle.

Venezuela’s President Nicolas 
Maduro called on Bolivians “to 
defend their democracy, their con­
stitution and their president”. 
Chile’s President Gabriel Boric 
denounced “the unacceptable use 
offorce”

Uruguay’s President Luis Lacalle 
Pou said the events “threatened the 
democratic and constitutional 
order” in Bolivia.

Colombia’s President Gustavo Pet­
ro said the country’s embassy in 
Bolivia would offer shelter to anyone 
being persecuted by the military.

“Today, it lias been confirmed: a 
coup d’etat is underway in Bolivia,” 
Anyelo Cespedes Miranda, a 
national deputy, told China Daily. 

“Everything began around 3 pm 
when (Arce) denounced ‘unusual 
movements’ of military personnel 
in Plaza Murillo,” Paola Zubieta, 
news chief at local television sta­
tion Red Bolivision Cochabamba, 
told China Daily.

Military personnel, led by Zuniga, 
entered with tanks and weapons of 
war, took over the entire plaza, evict-

Wliile Bolivians contemplate 
their country’s future after the fail­
ure of an attempted military coup, 
President Luis Arce found support 
at home and abroad, as leaders of 
neighboring countries condemned 
the military.

Arce urged his countrymen for 
support, as he rejected the 
demands of the coup plotters led by 
army commander Juan Jose Zuni­
ga on Wednesday.

Soldiers led by Zuniga stormed 
the presidential palace in the city of 
La Paz on Wednesday afternoon, 
demanding a broad range of 
changes to government policies. 
Zuniga claimed the government’s 
actions were destroying the fabric 
of the country.

In video images, Arce and his 
ministers were seen facing off 
against Zuniga and other military 
leaders amid the short-lived take­
over of government buildings by 
the military. Tanks broke down the 
gate of Plaza Murillo, which con­
nects the Palacio Quemado, where 
the central government is located. 

Arce called on the people to take 
to the streets and fight for democra­
cy. He vowed to stand firm and

An inquiry of the Philippine Sen­
ate into a secret US military propa­
ganda operation in the Philippines 
that aimed to discredit China’s vac­
cines at the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic can clear disinformation 
and help future decisions on public 
health, analysts said.

Tuesday’s inquiry was led by Sen­
ator Imee Marcos, head of die Sen­
ate’s Foreign Relations Committee 
and elder sister of Philippine Presi­
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

Reuters reported on June 14 how 
the Pentagon ran a clandestine influ­
ence campaign in 2020 and 2021 to 
sow doubt about Sinovac vaccines 
and other pandemic-related aid from 
China across the developing world.

Obstructing China’s assistance to 
the Philippines in vaccines and 
anti-epidemic supplies, the United 
States military even resorted to 
impersonating Filipinos on the

ed civilians and media, and later 
entered the government palace.

Zuniga entered the government 
palace and remained inside for 
about 14 minutes. After that, he left 
the premises at around 4 pm and 
took shelter in a heavily guarded 
tank, Zubieta said.

Local media reported that Zuni­
ga demanded the dismissal of Min­
ister of Defense Edmundo Novillo 
and set a 20-minute deadline to 
implement the request.

“The coup must be condemned,” 
Miranda said. The coup, which goes 
against the armed forces’ subordi­
nation and adherence to the consti­
tution, “is harmful to the country? 

“We deeply regret having 
reached this situation. The armed 
forces are not meant to carry out 
coups in the 21st century. They are 
supposed to defend the country? 
Miranda said.

“We hope that the Bolivian popu­
lation, united, will overcome tills 
situation.”

Juan Carlos Huarachi, top leader 
of the union Central Obrera Bolivi- 
ana, announced the start of an 
indefinite strike and condemned 
the military actions as a coup 
d’etat

• •

The rate of the yen against the US dollar is displayed in the trading room 
at a foreign exchange brokerage in Tokyo on Thursday. The yen fell to 
the weakest level since 1986, fanning speculation that authorities may 
soon be forced to support the currency again in a bid to stem the worst 
sell-off in the developed world, kiyoshi ota via getty images
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Displaced Palestinians, including children, taking shelter in the city of Deir al-Balah due to the 
monthslong attacks of the Israeli army on the Gaza Strip, receive hot meals distributed by a charity
organization in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, ashraf amra via getty images

Rallying 
cry

After a 7,300-mile flight, two pan­
das — 5tyear-old male Yun Chuan and 
4-year-old female Xin Bao — arrived 
at the San Diego Zoo on Thurs­
day, ushering in a new chapter of 
“panda-monium?

As the first pandas to enter the Unit­
ed States in 21 years, their return is part 
of a 10-year research and conservation 
agreement between San Diego Zoo 
Wildlife Alliance (SDZWA) and the 
China Wildlife Conservation Associa­
tion (CWCA).

The pandas were accompanied 
by nutritionists and veterinarians to 
ensure the pandas enjoy “carefully pre­
pared fresh bamboo, bamboo shoots, 
fruit, vegetables and specially made 
steamed buns" during their flight.

Chinese experts will remain at the 
zoo for approximately three months to 
assist die pandas through their quar­
antine and adjustment period, accord­
ing to a statement from the China Con­
servation and Research Center.

Yim Chuan is the son of Zhen Zhen, 
who was born at the San Diego Zoo 
in 2007. Zhen Zhen’s parents were Bai 
Yun and Gao Gao. The relocation of 
giant pandas to the zoo has ignited 
excitement and anticipation among 
zoogoers.

“It’s awesome! They are so adorable, 
and I cannot wait to see them with my 
kids,” Headier, a Los Angeles resident, 
told China Daily.

“Do pandas eat a lot of bamboo? I 
like their spots around their eyes. I will 
bring a gift for them,” added Heather’s 
7-year-old daughter, Emily.

Although the San Diego Zoo has not 
hosted pandas since 2019, they are still 
on many people’s minds.

“We were sup er excited diat they are 
coming back to the dty’ a San Diego 
resident told the media, adding that it 
was sad when the previous pandas left. 

As part of a new round of conserva­
tion efforts, more pandas will arrive at 
otiier American zoos, including a pair 
in Washington DC later this year.

Some visitors at the San Diego Zoo 
told tiie media that the pandas’ return 
is a great opportunity for everyone and 
“doesn’t have to do with politics’:

A farewell ceremony took place in 
China on W'ednesday for the US-bound 
pandas. San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria 
and representatives from the SDZWA 
attended the event in Sichuan prov­
ince, according to the zoo’s statement.

A crucial two-day European 
Union summit kicked off in 
Brussels, Belgium, on Thursday, 
with leaders of the bloc’s 27 
member nations set to decide its 
future direction and the people 
to fill its top jobs for the next five 

years.
In the aftermath of Europe­

wide elections from June 6 to 9 
where the far right made signifi­
cant gains, the summit could fea­
ture a power struggle between 
nations wanting to continue the 
status quo and those wanting a 
corresponding shift to the right 
in the bloc’s ethos.

Defense presents a big issue 
at the gathering, with national 
leaders signing a security agree­
ment with Ukraine’s President 
Volodymyr Zelensky that sets 
out the bloc’s continued support 
for his nation amid the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict and this 
includes a commitment to lend 
Ukraine 50 billion euros ($53.4 
billion) generated from assets 
seized from Russia’s central 
bank.

Key issues
The 27 leaders also plan to 

talk about bolstering the bloc’s 
military preparedness and 
improving economic competi­
tiveness.

The summit, where the bloc’s 
direction during the 2024 to 
2029 term will be decided, will 
also feature a discussion on 
who should lead the EU during 
the coming five years, with 
Ursula von der Leyen widely 
expected to be offered a second 
term as president of the Euro­
pean Commission. Antonio 
Costa, a former premier of Por­
tugal, is likely to be named chief 
of the European Council of EU 
leaders. Estonia’s Prime Minis­
ter Kaja Kallas is tipped to 
become the bloc’s next foreign 
policy chief.

All three are centrists and 
moderates, suggesting the bloc is 
resisting a shift to the right 
demanded by a significant 
minority of its 373 million voters. 

However, Italy’s Prime Minis­
ter Giorgia Meloni and Hunga­
ry’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban 
have both said they would push 
for more representation for the 
far right.

German broadcaster Deut­
sche Welle quoted Meloni as say­
ing: “It does not seem to me that 
a willingness to take into 
account what the citizens have 
said at the ballot box has 
emerged so far.”

The Associated Press said von 
der Leyen was likely to try to win 
Meloni’s support at the summit 
by offering Italy an important 
EU commissioner position, but it 
remains to be seen whether a 
gulf between the far right and 
the rest of the EU will widen at 
the summit

■I MN

Protesters chant slogans 
during a rally opposing 
the Republic of Korea- 
US-Japan military 
alliance near the United 
States embassy in Seoul 
on Thursday. Protesters 
demand to stop the 
trilateral military drill 
called "Freedom Edge". 
LEE JIN-MAN/AP
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gic Studies Institute, said the out­
come of this investigation could set 
a precedent for how the Philippines 
and other countries handle similar 
issues in the future.

“Depending on the findings, there 
could be long-term consequences for 
managing vaccine procurement and 
distribution, potentially leading to 
greater emphasis on transparency 
and independence in public health 
decisions,” she said.

Malindog-Uy said the Philippine 
Senate investigation broadly made 
the Filipino public aware that the 
Pentagon’s actions not only com­
promised their health and safety, 
but also set a dangerous example 
for future global health crises and 
international cooperation.

The Senate has a crucial role in 
shaping national policy, she said, 
that is why the outcome of the May 
2025 election race will have long­
term implications for future elec­
tions, including the 2028 
presidential race.

In a separate development, Vice-
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Shanxi shines as beacon of tourism
Province offers visitors myriad of world-renowned historical sites and natural wonders for enriching travel experience
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ways taking over the Yellow River as the 
major means of transport, the town has 
developed into a destination for tourists. 
Major attractions in the town include well- 
preserved historical residences, commercial 
properties, piers and temples.

Nowadays, tourists to Qikou can also have 
a deeper understanding of the ancient town 
and the Shanxi merchants with the help of a 
live show called Dreamy Qikou, showing 
how the ancient town achieved prosperity in 
different historical periods.

While the Yellow River has nurtured die 
culture and economy in Shanxi, it has on 
occasion brought disasters to the region 
tiiroughout history, as it destroyed land and 
properties and even took lives during severe 
floods.

From the goigeous Yellow River gorges to 
the spectacular Taihang Mountains, from 
the Great Wall and the Yungang Grottoes to 
the ancient city of Pingyao, the North China 
province of Shanxi has some of the best sites 
in die country to offer to tourists.

As a famed tourist destination in China, 
Shanxi’s unique charm is a perfect combi­
nation of natural wonders and cultural 
attractions. And in recent years, its appeal 
has been further enhanced with the inte­
gration of cultural and tourism industries, 
as well as the empowerment of modern 
and smart technologies.

The attractions of Shanxi as well as its lat­
est development in culture-tourism integra­
tion and technological empowerment will 
be highlighted at the 10th Shanxi Tourism 
Development Conference to be held in the 
near future.

Shanxi is often referred to as biaoli sharihe 
by its locals, a term diat literally means it is a 
land between the Yellow River and the Tai­
hang Mountains.

fe.

The Yellow River
Also boasting a similar cultural signifi­

cance is the Yellow River. In ancient times, 
Shanxi was called Hedong, which means “to 
the east of the (Yellow) River”

The Yellow River marks both die western
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The Taihang Mountains
The Taihang Mountains in the east of 

Shanxi are renowned for their precipitous 
peaks, steep cliffs, strange rocks, lush forests 
and clean waters.

Located in the soutiieast of Huguan coun­
ty, Taihang Mountain Grand Canyon, for 
instance, is one of the 10 most beautiful can­
yons in China, because of its unique land­
forms and its rare animals and plants.

And the best part of this grand canyon is 
Baquan Gorge, or Eight Springs Gorge.

Known as the most imposing gorge in the 
Taihang Mountains, Baquan Gorge snakes 
its way along 13 kilometers of the middle sec­
tion of the Taihang Mountain Grand Canyon 
scenic area, with altitudes from 600 to 1,400 
meters and a maximum drop of 1,100 meters. 

Home to more than 300 springheads and 
30 waterfells, the natural landscape of Baq­
uan Gorge forms a delightful contrast with 
the modern world.

However, recent updates in tourism devel­
opment are offering new and modern expe­
riences to tourists in Baquan Gorge. In 
addition to traditional sightseeing and 
mountain climbing, tourists are offered a 
variety of options like cruise ship tours, 
transparent elevator sightseeing, camping, 
geological studies and a range of leisure

environmental deterioration — growing 
industrial pollution and decreasing vegeta­
tion coverage.

Changes began to take place in the 1990s, 
when Taiyuan launched environmental 
improvement projects for the river, with 
local authorities focusing their efforts on 
controlling pollution, greening the land and 
increasing water supply to the river.

As a result, the river has regained its 
charm in recent years. In Taiyuan, the river is 
surrounded by more than 30 forest parks.

The Fenhe River scenic belt has now 
formed a pleasantly unique ecosystem for 
both humans and midlife. More than 230 
varieties of plants have been growing along 
the river, and the pedestrian paths and the 
cycling roads have helped to make the area 
increasingly appealing as a place to relax, 
exercise and see the sights. The wetlands 
along the river are also the habitat for more 
than 160 species of wild birds.

New landscaping projects have also been 
developed along the river, with 23 bridges 
across the rivers becoming new landmarks 
of the city.

Another valuable asset that Shanxi people 
can take pride in is its rich historical and cul­
tural legacy.

Within the entire Taihang Mountains 
range, which stretches about 400 km from 
the north to the south, local tourism opera­
tors are trying their best to enhance tourist 
experiences by enriching service portfolio 
and integrating tourism with culture.

The Zhuozhang is a large river in North 
China originating from the Taihang Moun­
tains. In the scenic area in Pingshun, the riv­
er starts its journey as murmuring springs 
and brooks flowing out of deep valleys. It 
becomes a torrential stream in the lower 
reaches until it is tamed by a huge reservoir. 
After flowing out of the reservoir dam, the 
river presents an outlook similar to those in 
the south of the Yangtze River, with flocks of 
ducks and wild birds floating on the tranquil 
watercourse, both banks shaded by rows of 
willow trees and ancient villages scattered 
along the waterway.

With such advantageous resources, the 
local authorities are planning to develop the 
Taihang Riverside Town into an ecological 
and cultural tourism destination witli both 
national and international feme.

In addition to Baquan Gorge and the river­
side town, there are numerous sites in the 
Taihang Mountains that are offering worth­
while tours for visitors to tap into natural 
wonders and local cultures.

The Taihang Mountains are a source of 
pride for the people of Shanxi because it is 
where the name of Shanxi province comes 
from. Shanxi — which means “to the west of 
the mountains” — is called so because it is 
located to the west of Taihang.
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and southern borders of Shanxi. But in the 
west of Shanxi, the river has a course much 
longer than that in the south.

The Yellow River is the mother river of 
China. It has nurtured the culture and econ­
omy of tiie nation for thousands of years. In 
Shanxi, the river has ushered in a forming 
culture lasting around four millennia, mak­
ing it one of the sources of Chinese civiliza­
tion.

If there is one destination that visitors 
should not miss when touring the Yellow 
River, that is the Hukou Waterfells, a site 
where people can feel the mighty force of the 
river.

Located in an area bordering Jixian 
county in Shanxi province and Yichuan 
county in Shaanxi province, it is the second- 
biggest waterfall in China. It is also the 
most spectacular’ yellow waterfall in the 
world.

After finishing a journey of about 3,500 
km from its source in Qinghai province, the 
Yellow River enters Shanxi province in 
Pianguan county. From there, it serves as 
the border of Shanxi and Shaanxi provinces 
and starts a journey of 725 km between the 
mountains of both provinces. This section 
is called Jinshan — or Shanxi-Shaanxi — 
Grand Gorges, which was rated as one of 
the top 10 beautiful gorges in China in 
2005.

When tiie Yellow River flows through the 
gorges, it becomes torrential, as its course is 
restricted by the gorges and narrows to a 
width of about 300 meters.

In Hukou, tiie water course further nar­
rows to about 50 meter, falling more than 20 
meter into a deep riverbed. The tremendous 
mass of water strikes the rocks, creating piles 
of foam, a shroud of mist and a thundering 
sound that can be heard from miles away.

Hukou, which means kettle spout, is so 
named because the waterfell resembles an 
enormous kettle spout with rashing w'ater 
pouring down.

At Hukou, the water fells to the deep river­
bed, stirring the mist wfoich rises high into 
the air like heavy smoke surging from the riv­
er. Tourists can see various shapes of rain­
bow's formed by tiie rising mist, refracted by 
the sunshine from different angles.

The water in Hukou is extremely power­
ful, so the boats from the upper and low'er 
reaches must be pulled out of the river and 
onto the bank when they arrive. These boats 
will have to detour around this section, car­
ried by tracks or tractors, before they can be 
put into the river again.

The Hukou Waterfells, as a bottleneck to 
the navigable Yellow River, have also led to a

Improving environment
For millennia, the residents in Shanxi have 

come to a consensus that the improvement 
of the Yellow River is crucial to the well-be­
ing of the region and the entire nation. But it 
was only in recent decades that they realized 
that curbing soil erosion and improving the 
environment can eventually change tiie river 
for the better.

As Shanxi is located on the Loess Plateau, 
soil erosion has been a challenge to the Yel­
low River for thousands of years. In the early 
1950s, the area of soil erosion in Shanxi was 
108,000 square kilometers, of wfoich 67,600 
sq km was in the Yellow River drainage 
basin.

Shanxi has implemented campaigns to 
curb soil erosion and improve the environ­
ment for the Yellow River and its tributaries 
in recent decades. By the end of 2022, about 
56 percent of the land suffering soil erosion 
had been curbed. In the 1950s, nearly 70 per­
cent of Shanxi’s total area, was subject to soil 
erosion.

The improvement in environment is made 
possible with the locals’ greening efforts.

The Fenhe River, for instance, is tiie larg­
est tributary of tiie Yellow River in Shanxi 
and is known as tiie mother river of the prov­
ince.

The Taiyuan section of the Fenhe River 
stretches 188 km, with 43 km passing 
through the urban area. This river is now a 
point of pride for the people in Taiyuan, tiie 
capital city of Shanxi province, as it is a scenic 
belt that draw's in millions of visitors every 
year and an ecological corridor protecting the 
environmental w'ell-being of Taiyuan.

The Fenhe was a scenic river in historical 
times with eight famed scenic attractions in 
its Taiyuan section. However, it lost its his­
torical glory in the last century as a result of
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The live show staged in the Jinyang 
Lake scenic area is an example of 

culture-tourism integration in Shanxi.

Cultural legacy
The region is widely recognized as one of 

tiie cradles of Chinese civilization and this 
reputation is supported by the rich varieties 
of historical relics discovered in the prov­
ince.

Archaeological discoveries in recent dec­
ades show' that the Xihoudu site in Ruicheng 
county is the earliest known site dating to 
the early Paleolithic Age — some 2 million 
years ago — in China. Antlers with cuts and 
burned animal bones unearthed from the 
site are the earliest evidence of human use of 
fire in China.

The Taosi site in Xiangfen county points to 
tiie earliest establishment of the 24 zodiac 
terms some 4,000 years ago witli 13 com­
pressed earth columns discovered and iden­
tified as observation tools used to measure 
tiie sun’s beam angle and determine tiie 24 
zodiac terms of a year.

Benefiting from a rich wealth of historical 
relics, Shanxi is now one of the national lead­
ers in tiie number of tangible cultural heri­
tage items.

Shanxi province is always remembered 
by tourists from all across the world for its 
three World Cultural Heritage sites — Yun­
gang Grottoes, Mount Wutai and Pingyao 
Ancient City, as well as its 531 places recog­
nized as relics sites on the national list of 
protection.

Shanxi is indeed one of the worthw'hile 
destinations in China for tourists to tap into 
tiie brilliant past of the nation. And in recent 
years, tourists’ understanding of its history 
and culture has been further enhanced with 
digital technologies and culture-tourism 
integration projects.

The emerging live shows in popular tour­
ist destinations such as Jinyang Lake, Mount 
Wutai, and Pingyao Ancient City are prime 
examples of culture-tourism integration, 
which helps tourists better understand 
Shanxi with vivid presentations.

The femed World Cultural Heritage site of 
Yungang Grottoes in Datong city, has made 
its new efforts to reach people in the wider 
world with tiie empowerment of 3D printing 
and high-fidelity digital technologies.

Since the first mobile 3D-printed 1:1 repli­
ca cave of the Yungang Grottoes made its 
debut in June 2020 at the Museum of Art 
and Archaeology in Zhejiang province, the 
cultural heritage site has been accessible for 
a wider range of audiences worldwide, both 
online and offline.

In addition to digitalization, the substan­
tial improvement in infrastructure is also 
playing a crucial role in increasing Shanxi’s 
appeal to tourists at home and abroad.

Over recent years, Shanxi has built three 
sightseeing highways to link to scenic sites 
along the three landmark attractions of the 
Yellow River, tiie Taihang Mountains and the 
Great Wall. A total of 112 scenic sites at or 
above the national A level, 315 sites below the 
A level and 508 rural tourism sites have ben­
efited from this project
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The maiden statue in Taiyuan’s 
Jinci Temple was crafted in the 

Song Dynasty (960-1279).

prosperous transshipping business in sever­
al locales in its upper and lower reaches 
since ancient times.

One such locale is the ancient town of Qik­
ou in Linxian county, on the upper stream of 
the Hukou Waterfells.

Historical records state that it reached the 
peak of its prosperity during tiie Ming (1368- 
1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties as a 
transport hub for the renowmed Shanxi mer­
chants.

It is said the Shanxi merchants — or Jin- 
shang — dominated commercial circles for 
more than five centuries by trading with 
regions in North Asia and Europe.

Qikou, which literally means “port by a 
torrential river” is located on the eastern 
bank of the Yellow River.

In the past, tiie Shanxi merchants used the 
Yellow' River as a channel to transport cargo. 
However, cargo ships were disrupted by the 
Qikou Torrent, as well as tiie Hukou Water­
falls.

To solve the problem, a transshipment 
port was developed in Qikou town. Receiv­
ing more than 150 ships a day at its peak, 
Qikou became a transportation hub for the 
Shanxi merchants.

Home to more than 400 companies dur­
ing that period, Qikou was called the “No 1 
town by tiie Yellow River”

In modern times, with highways and rail-

V
The colorful standing statues in the 

second cave are one of the highlights of 
the Yungang Grottoes in Datong.

t
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From left: The Great Wall is one of the landmark attractions in Shanxi along with the Yellow River and Taihang Mountains. 
Cruise ship tours are a new option for tourists in Baquan Gorge.
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From left: Taihang is one of the most spectacular mountain ranges in North China. The Sakyamuni Pagoda in Yingxian county is the largest and oldest wooden structure in the world. 
The Tianlong Mountain is an example of the greening efforts in the city of Taiyuan, photos provided to china daily
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A motorboat carries local residents from Panama's Carti Sugtupu island to its mainland on June 3. AGENCIES VIA XINHUA

Ifl A

4
:;-A «St

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/28/2024 5:22:31 PM

(*

if

aI -
&

art1

£1
--2

V*"*-'

CT >

/

A

«

Alberto Lopez, Carti Sugtupu resident
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An aerial view of 
Panama's Carti
Sugtupu island 
on the Caribbean 
coast on June 3.

A

lberto Lopez prepared breakfast 
while water lapped at his ankles. The 
day began with rain, and his ram­
shackle home on the Panamanian 

island of Carti Sugtupu was flooded, not for the 
first time.

Lopez is one of 1,200 indigenous residents of 
the island being relocated to the mainland, as 
sea level rise due to global warming threatens to 
pennanendy devour their ancestral home. 

The community is the first in Panama to be 
displaced by climate change.

Since early June, residents have been packing 
and moving their belongings by boat to the 
Nuevo Carti (New Carti) settlement built for 
them by the government in the Guna Yala indig­
enous region on Panama’s Caribbean coast.

On the island, Lopez lives in a small house with 
a dirt floor, no toilet and intermittent electricity. 

In preparation for the move, his family is 
stacking clothes and other meager belongings 
on a small table at the front door, along with 
cleaning supplies and a Bible.

Their destination, Nuevo Carti, boasts houses 
that each have two bedrooms, a living and din­
ing room, kitchen, bathroom and laundry — all 
with potable water and electricity.

Each house is about 41 square meters on a plot 
of 300 square meters, and there are common 
cultural spaces and facilities for people with dis­
abilities.
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Local youngsters carry belongings during their relocation at Panama's
Nuevo Carti area, Guna Yala Comarca, on June 3.
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The conditions are undoubtedly better, but 
the community has mixed feelings nevertheless. 

“We are sad because if this island disappears, 
a part of our heart, of our culture, disappears 
with it,” said Lopez, who was born on Carti Sug­
tupu 72 years ago.

As a child, he fished there, as do most island­
ers, and worked in the fields on the mainland.

His mother sent him to study in Panama City, 
where he lived for more than 30 years before 
returning home.

“I came back because my heart wanted me 
here, and this house is the one my family left 
me,” Lopez said.

“My grandmother, my grandfather and my 
aunt died here ... it’s not going to be the 
same, but I have to move on because life goes 
on,” he said.

Lopez will live in house number 256 with 
three sisters and a daughter.

He said he hopes to grow crops such as pump­
kins, cassava, pineapples or bananas to sell, and 
is planning where the furniture and appliances 
will go — and even contemplating a possible 
extension to his new house.

“Here we have everything to bathe... there (on 
the island) we don’t have that,” he said.

“Of course, everyone is happy, but it’s a brutal 
change.”
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We are sad because if 
this island disappears, 
a part of our heart, of our 
culture, disappears with it.”
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Panamanians displaced 
by sea level rise head 

to new homes
A local resident and her children wait on the quay for their transfer from Pana­
ma’s Carti Sugtupu island to its mainland on June 3.
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From left: Local residents board a motorboat from Panama's Carti Sugtupu island to its mainland on June 3. A motorboat transports local residents from Panama's Carti Sugtupu island to its mainland on June 3. 
Clothes are left to dry in the sun at Carti Sugtupu island on June 2.
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PepsiCo retains foil confidence in Chinese market
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central parity rate of the yuan 
against the greenback is based on 
a weighted average of prices 
offered by market makers before 
the opening of the interbank 
market each business day.
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policies have created favorable con­
ditions for potential homebuyers. 
“The measures have sent positive 
signals that local authorities are 
striving to shore up market expecta­
tions and create a better environ­
ment for trading in the housing 
market,” said Chen.

“Beijing did not lift any home­
buying restrictions, which means 
policymakers have plenty of tools 
in the toolbox for further optimi­
zation. The concerted action in key 
Chinese cities will likely lead to 
gradual stabilization of the hous­
ing market.”

Potential homebuyers look at a property model in Beijing. 
JIANG QIMING / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

tally savvy, digital technology 
evolves in China much foster, and 
Chinese businesses have been bring­
ing digital innovation much fester 
in the market,” she said.

According to a report released by 
BCG, 86 percent of interviewed Chi­
nese consumers are aware of gener­
ative Al, compared with nearly 80 
percent globally.

About 56 percent of these Chinese 
respondents are very positive toward 
Al, while less than 10 percent are con­
cerned about this disruptive technol­
ogy. Meanwhile, 43 percent of global 
consumers say they are excited about 
generative Al, but more than 25 per­
cent expressed reservations.

“China has always been an innova­
tion leader in the world. And there’s a 
very high possibility for that innova­
tion also coming from the space of 
generative Al,” Bharadwaj said, add­
ing that she is optimistic about the 
development potential of such tech­
nology in China.

Moreover, Chinese companies are

always early adopters of digital tech­
nologies and have applied such 
technologies in a wide range of 
fields much fester, she said.

Bharadwaj also underlined the 
significance of protecting user pri­
vacy and data security.

“This technology is evolving rap­
idly, and governments are learning 
how to regulate it, and they have to 
be ahead of the curve with the pri­
vate sector to be able to regulate it.” 

Wang Guan, chairman of Learna- 
ble.ai — an Al startup — said AI-pow- 
ered models could be applied in the 
education sector and are playing a 
role in assisting teachers to mark vari­
ous types of exam papers.

Wang said the company’s large 
language models have been used in 
various sectors, such as education, 
energy, aviation, manufacturing 
and transportation, to help busi­
nesses improve efficiency.
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fest-developing technology to guard 
against potential risks.

Noting that technological advan­
ces in Al are much fester than 
changes in regulations related to Al, 
he said China and the United States 
should strengthen cooperation to 
promote the safe and healthy devel­
opment of Al.

Aparna Bharadwaj, managing 
director and partner at global con­
sultancy Boston Consulting Group, 
said in an interview with China Dai­
ly during the forum that Chinese 
consumers are the most positively 
inclined toward Al, adding they are 
very open and willing to embrace 
the possibilities of Al technology, 
which presents an incredible oppor­
tunity for Chinese businesses.

Bharadwaj said the most impor­
tant competitive advantage that 
China owns in applying generative 
Al technology lies in consumer 
acceptance levels, which are much 
higher than the global average. 

“Chinese consumers are very digi-

eration and people newly settling 
down in and around the national 
capital, the lower down payment 
requirement will greatly encour­
age them to purchase a home,” 
said Li.

Prior to Beijing, the metropolis of 
Shanghai, and Shenzhen and 
Guangzhou had issued policies to 
boost homebuying. The three cities’ 
housing markets have seen evident 
recovery in both new and pre­
owned home segments, said Chen 
Wenjing, director of research with 
the China Index Academy.

Chen said Beijing’s supportive

As for opportunities, Tse said that 
the silver economy is pronounced in 
China, which represents a huge 
market for multinational firms.

Currently, China’s demographic 
development has entered a “new 
normal” of moderate population 
aging. According to data from the 
United Nations, the proportion of 
Chinese people aged 65 and above 
will reach 21 percent by 2034.

She added that the rate at which 
the silver economy group will get 
into die market and their needs will 
be very different in China than their 
counterparts in other markets.

“So, these pockets of opportuni­
ties in China are waiting to be dis­
rupted and waiting to be innovative, 
which will naturally present oppor­
tunities for companies like us to bet­
ter develop ourselves,” she said.

investments in the Chinese market, 
“with a record of five new plants 
over five years”

Earlier this month, the US food 
and beverages giant broke ground 
on its first food production base in 
Xi’an, Northwest China’s Shaanxi 
province, with a projected total 
investment of $180 million. It is also 
PepsiCo’s 10th food plant in China. 

The facility is designed to meet 
international “net-zero emission” 
standards and is expected to begin 
trial operations in September 2025, 
with an anticipated production 
capacity of around 25,000 metric 
tons to cater to growing market 
demand in Northwest China.

“Not only that, we are investing 
behind the brands, including our 
capability in consumer insights, 
research and development, and tal­
ent to really drive product and 
brand experience here in China,” 
she added.

On Wednesday, the housing, 
finance and provident fund man­
agement authorities of Beijing joint­
ly announced a set of favorable 
policies for homebuyers. The new 
measures included lowering the 
minimum down payment ratio for 
first-time buyers to 20 percent from 
30 percent.

For buyers of second homes, the 
ratio is adjusted down to 30 percent 
for areas outside Beijing’s Fifth Ring 
Road and to 35 percent for areas 
within.

The lower limits for home loan 
interest rates have also been 
decreased based on the tenor of the 
benchmark loan prime rate, accord­
ing to the notice.

“Like all supportive measures, 
Beijing’s version is hoped to free up 
potential demand from previous 
restrictions,” said Li Yujia, chief 
researcher at the Guangdong Plan­
ning Institute’s residential policy 
research center.

“Particularly for the young gen-

As generative artificial intelli­
gence is increasingly applied to a 
widening range of sectors, more 
efforts are needed to ensure the safe 
application of the fest-growing 
intelligent technology through glob­
al governance and cooperation, said 
renowned experts and entrepre­
neurs at the 15 th Annual Meeting of 
the New Champions, also known as 
the Summer Davos Forum, in Dali­
an, Liaoning province.

The application of large language 
models in industries is key to the 
development of generative Al tech­
nology in China, said Zhu Min, 
former deputy managing director of 
the International Monetary Fund, 
adding that China’s Al models are 
more vertical and application-ori­
ented due to the country’s abundant 
application scenarios.

Generative Al refers to computer 
algorithms trained with huge 
amounts of data capable of generat­
ing content such as images, text, 
audio and video in a humanlike 
fashion. It is the key technology 
underpinning US-based research 
firm OpenAI’s ChatGPT.

Xue Lan, dean of Schwarzman Col­
lege and dean of the Institute for Al 
International Governance at Tsing- 
hua University, emphasized that peo­
ple’s willingness to use Al, research 
capabilities and the establishment of 
an Al ecosystem led by businesses are 
critical elements driving the growth 
of the Al-powered economy.

Although Al generates huge bene­
fits, it also brings about various 
problems, so Xue called for efforts to 
supervise or regulate the use of such

PBOC conducts CBS 
valued at $701 million 
The People’s Bank of China, Chi­
na’s central bank, has conducted a 
central bank bills swap operation 
to improve the liquidity of perpet­
ual bonds. The three-month CBS, 
valued at 5 billion yuan ($701.56 
million), is open to primary deal­
ers for bidding at a fixed rate of 0.1 
percent, the PBOC said in a state­
ment. The CBS scheme allows 
dealers to swap the perpetual 
bonds they hold for central bank 
bills. Perpetual bonds are fixed-in­
come securities with no maturity 
date and are not redeemable, but 
pay a steady stream of interest in 
perpetuity.

Renminbi weakens
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chi­
nese currency renminbi, or the 
yuan, weakened 22 pips to 7.1270 
against the US dollar on Thurs­
day, said the China Foreign 
Exchange Trade System. In Chi­
na’s spot foreign exchange mar­
ket, the yuan is allowed to rise or 
fall by 2 percent from the central 
parity rate each trading day. The

China to elevate 
gasoline, diesel prices 
China’s top economic regulator 
announced that retail prices of 
gasoline and diesel will increase 
from Friday. The decision was 
made on Thursday and came in 
response to recent changes in 
international oil prices. Gasoline 
and diesel prices will increase by 
210 yuan ($29.47) and 200 yuan 
per metric ton, respectively, the 
National Development and 
Reform Commission announced 
in a statement. Under China’s 
current pricing mechanism, the 
prices of refined oil products are 
adjusted following changes in 
international crude oil prices. 
China’s major oil companies and 
oil refineries have been directed 
to maintain oil production and 
facilitate transportation to ensure 
stable supplies.
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Participants interact with an Al-enabled robot during the Summer Davos Forum in Dalian, Liaoning 
province, zou hong / china daily

\ China and the European Union 
are expediting consultations on 
the latter’s anti-subsidy investiga­
tion into Chinese electric vehicles, 
and aim to reach a mutually 
acceptable solution by addressing 
the reasonable concerns of both 
sides, said China’s Ministry of 
Commerce on Thursday.

As China and the EU agreed last 
week to start consultations, He 
Yadong, spokesman for the Com­
merce Ministry, said the essence of 
China-EU cooperation lies in com­
plementary advantages and mutu­
al benefits. Both sides have vast 
potential for collaboration in the 
field of green transition.

He said the EU is encouraged to 
work with China to expedite con­
sultations, achieve positive 
progress and reach mutually 
acceptable solutions to prevent 
trade frictions from escalating, 
which could affect China-EU eco­
nomic and trade relations.

Even though Chinese EVs 
account for just a small share of the 
EU’s EV imports, the European 
Commission, which represents the 
interests of the EU as a whole, in 
mid-June unveiled additional pro­
visional tariffs ranging from 174 
percent to 38.1 percent for Chinese 
EV manufacturers despite wide­
spread market concerns and Chi­
na’s objections.

Additional provisional EU 
duties of up to 38.1 percent on 
imported Chinese-made EVs are 
scheduled to take effect by July 4, 
with the tariffs expected to be 
finalized on Nov 2.

With some time remaining 
before the EU’s final decision on 
imposing tariffs on Chinese EVs, 
government officials and business 
leaders said that initiating talks 
can be an effective approach to 
prevent further escalation and 
resolve differences.

During his meeting with Chi­
nese Minister of Commerce Wang 
Wentao in Beijing on Wednesday, 
Wille Rydman, Finnish minister of 
economic affairs, said both the EU 
and China have successful experi­
ence in resolving trade and eco­
nomic disputes, tiie Ministry of 
Commerce said in a statement 
released on Thursday.

Finland supports addressing 
differences through dialogue and 
consultation within the frame-

China presents “pockets of oppor­
tunities” for PepsiCo’s growth, as the 
US multinational food and bevera­
ges company lias been stepping up 
investments in the domestic mar­
ket, a top executive said on Thurs­
day.

Anne Tse, CEO of PepsiCo Greater 
China Region and chief consumer 
officer of PepsiCo Asia-Pacific, said 
China is one of the most important 
markets for PepsiCo, as proven over 
the past few years, and is also one of 
fastest growing markets globally.

“It is also a market that, because 
of its dynamic nature, has proven 
itself to be a source of inspiration for 
a lot of innovations, which present 
pockets of opportunities for multi­
nationals like PepsiCo,” Tse said in 
an exclusive interview with China 
Daily during the 15th World Eco­

nomic Forum 
Annual Meeting 
of the New Cham­
pions, also known 
as the Summer 
Davos Forum, 
that concluded in 
Dalian, Northeast 
China’s Liaoning 
province,
Thursday.

Amid a global economic slow­
down, Tse said the company still 
sees China as a huge, single market 
that is highly unified, and the com­
pany “remains committed” to the 
Chinese market.

“The temporary economic cycle 
that we are feeing won’t change the 
company’s confidence and commit­
ment here. Instead, we have acceler­
ated our growth pace in the past 
couple of years in China,” she noted. 

Tse said that over the past five 
years, PepsiCo has stepped up

work of World Trade Organization 
rules, said Rydman.

Cui Fan, a professor specializing 
in international trade at the Uni­
versity of International Business 
and Economics and director of 
research at the China Society for 
WTO Studies, said that globally, the 
development of new energy in vari­
ous countries involves some level of 
policy intervention to address mar­
ket imperfections.

Relying solely on market for­
ces could take 20-30 years longer 
to develop the new energy indus­
try, which is inconsistent with 
the pace of global green trans­
formation. China’s supportive 
policies in this sector are scien­
tifically based and comply with 
WTO rules, said Cui.

Jin Ruiting, a researcher at the 
Chinese Academy of Macroeco­
nomic Research under the Nation­
al Development and Reform 
Commission, said currently the US 
still offers subsidies to support the 
construction of vehicle charging 
facilities within the country.

Peter Merker, director of the 
German Chamber of Commerce in 
China for Tianjin, said that sanc­
tions as a tool have significant side 
effects.

Merker, who is also CEO of Schlo- 
te Tianjin, a subsidiary of German 
industrial parts manufacturer 
Schlote Group, said the automotive 
industry strongly opposes tariff 
increases and sanctions, and most 
ordinary people share that view.

China-EU trade declined 1.3 
percent year-on-year to 2.23 tril­
lion yuan ($307 billion) in the first 
five months, statistics from the 
General Administration of Cus­
toms showed.

The Ministry' of Commerce also 
announced on Thursday that it 
will initiate an expiry review of the 
anti-dumping measures on 
imports of toluidine from the EU. 
Toluidine is a chemical used in the 
production of dyes, pharmaceuti­
cals and pesticides.

In response to an application 
from the domestic toluidine 
industry, the ministry has decided 
to initiate this expiry review probe, 
effective from Friday, said the min­
istry in an online notice.

This investigation will com­
mence on Friday and conclude by 
June 28,2025.

By CHENG YU and ZHANG 
XIAOMIN in Dalian, Liaoning

E

Both sides hope to reach win-win 
solution given vast scope for green ties
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Cuts to down payment ratios and 

mortgage rates in Beijing, along 
with the policy optimizations in 
some of China’s largest cities, will 
create a better environment for 
homebuying sentiment in the sec­
ond half of the year, help boost mar­
ket confidence and stabilize the 
entire property market, said realty 
experts on Thursday.

After Beijing eased homebuying 
requirements on Wednesday, 
Shanghai and Guangdong prov­
ince’s Shenzhen and Guangzhou 
announced their own comparable 
policies on Thursday.

The measures will likely drive 
market demand in accordance 
with the unparalleled supportive 
gesture from Chinese authorities 
on May 17, said Yan Yuejin, direct­
or of Shanghai-based E-house Chi­
na Research and Development 
Institution.
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Danaher steps up Al push in life sciences
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Employees of US life sciences company Danaher Corp examine chemicals at an innovation center in Shanghai, provided to china daily
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Honor to release tool against Al fraud
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Stanford University in April, which 
highlighted the significant role of Al 
in advancing scientific discovery, 
the United States leads China, the 
European Union and the United 
Kingdom as the leading source of 
top Al models. However, in terms of 
Al patents, China is far ahead.

In 2022, China led the global Al 
patent source market with 61.1 per­
cent, for exceeding the US, which 
accounted for 20.9 percent. In 2010, 
the US accounted for 54.1 percent, 
the report from Stanford showed.
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By SHI JING in Shanghai 
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By ZHU WENQIAN
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Zhao Ming, CEO of Honor, addresses delegates at the Mobile World Congress in Shanghai on 
Wednesday, long wei / for china daily

privacy protections, as the former 
can provide a more personalized, 
ergonomic and privacy-preserving 
intelligent experience, added Zhao. 

During a news conference held 
later on Wednesday, he said soft­
ware, smartphone applications 
and internet services can be signifi­
cantly reshaped by applying Al.

“By understanding and recogni­
zing the consumer’s intention, soft­
ware can provide consumers with 
complete services. For example, soft­
ware can complete a series of actions 
such as booking air tickets, hailing 
cabs and recommending local res­
taurants and tourist destinations 
when one travels. These services can 
be made possible in smartphones 
after Al is better integrated.”

Public data show' Honor invested 
about 11.5 percent of its annual rev­
enue in research and development 
in 2023. This ratio will be above 11 
percent this year, Zhao said, adding 
that, “The thing is, Al will empower 
all the devices we make in the 
future, including smartphones, 
personal computers, tablets and 
wearables.”

Derived from MWC Barcelona — 
an annual gathering of the mobile 
tech industry, MWC Shanghai has 
been held since 2012. Al, 5G and 
intelligent manufacturing are the 
three major topics at this year’s 
MWC Shanghai.

duction efficiency and meeting cus­
tomer needs,” he said.

Wang Hongwei, a professor at the 
School of Life Sciences and vice- 
president of Tsinghua University, 
said: “With the rapid development 
of Al, we have seen an increasing 
number of pharmaceutical multina­
tional corporations working with 
emerging biopharmaceutical com­
panies in China, in early drug devel­
opment, as well as diagnosis and 
treatment. This kind of collabora­
tion has already been formed as an

pia — or nearsightedness — index 
is reduced by an average of 13 
degrees after using such a screen 
for 25 minutes. The technology can 
reduce the transient myopia index 
by a maximum of 75 degrees.

Zhao said this is the first time 
that device makers have made the 
leap from preventing myopia to 
mitigating myopia symptoms by 
improving screen performance.

This AI-pow'ered eye protection 
technology will be applied to Hon­
or’s new foldable Magic V3 smart­
phones, which will be released in 
China soon, the CEO added.

The new handset will be thinner 
than its previous edition, w'hich 
already set a record of 9.9 millimeters 
when folded. The Magic V3 will be 
launched in Europe after its debut in 
China, he said, adding that device 
companies have a duty to empower 
the public with Al-enabled hardware. 

Compared to cloud-based Al, 
device-based Al enjoys the advan­
tage of being closer to end users. 
Therefore, device-based Al can 
offer real-time recognition of users’ 
locations and physiological indica­
tors, he said.

Meanwhile, device-based Al can 
process more complicated data 
thanks to its computing capability 
which works round the clock. 
Device-based Al is also superior to 
cloud-based Al in terms of personal 

Acknowledging the rapid devel­
opment of the artificial intelligence 
sector in China, US life sciences 
company Danaher Corp is expecting 
further cooperation in combining 
Al with life sciences and will contin­
ue to invest in the country, a senior 
executive said.

Chinese handset maker Honor 
will release an anti-fraud technolo­
gy powered by artificial intelligence 
to examine content made with tech­
nologies such as Deepfake, said 
company CEO Zhao Ming.

Zhao made the announcement 
during the three-day Mobile World 
Congress, which began in Shang­
hai on Wednesday.

By incorporating Al into Honor’s 
devices, the technology can auton­
omously identify image elements 
in users’ video calls. It will send a 
risk alert to users if it detects any Al 
face swapping in video content.

According to Beijing-based cyber­
security services provider QAX. the 
number of fraud cases using Deep­
fake, an Al-based technology that can 
stitch a person in an image or video 
into an uninvolved scenario, spiked
3,000 percent globally in 2023.

Honor also released on Wednes­
day its Al-powered eye protection 
technology, which can turn mobile 
phone screens into user-tailored 
“defocus lenses” by adjusting the 
screen to suit the user’s habits and 
surrounding environment.

While this feature is not for med­
ical use and does not have thera­
peutic functionality, laboratory 
data show that the transient myo­

In the prefecture-level city of 
Guyuan in southern Ningxia Hui 
autonomous region, Zhang Zhihu is 
very pleased with how photovoltaic 
power has improved his livelihood. 

In his native Taoshuwan in Jiqiang 
town under Xiji county, Zhang said 
some of the villagers’ land has been 
rented out for solar power stations in 
a bid to boost local green power.

“With the land transfer fee for the 
photovoltaic power station and 
working in a public welfare position 
in the village, I can earn more than 
10,000 yuan($1,404) each year from 
these two sources alone,” he said.

Zhang said Taoshuwan’s photovol­
taic poverty alleviation power station 
sells each kilowatt-hour of electricity 
at a grid price of 0.26 yuan, with a 
government subsidy of 0.39 yuan. 

“The village collective can net an 
annual income of 197,000 yuan from 
the PV power station, providing vil­
lagers with stable incomes,” he said. 

So for, Guyuan lias built 202 vil­
lage-level PV poverty alleviation 
power stations, with a total grid- 
connected capacity of 68.489 mega­
watts and an annual average power 
generation income of 20.8 million 
yuan, Zhang said.

He added that each village can 
increase its collective economic 
income by more than 100,000 yuan 
per year, ensuring stable incomes 
for 20 years.

In early June, Liupan Mountain 
was adorned with fluttering red flags 
amid gusty winds, as the Huineng 
Xiji Piancheng Township 50 MW 
wind power project was successfully 
connected to the local power grid.

Zhao Rongxing, head of the mar­
keting department at State Grid 
Guyuan Power Supply Co, said the 
project was connected to the Zhangyi 
110 kilovolt substation through a 110 
kV line, making it the first wind farm 
in Zhangyi.

Once operational, total installed 
capacity of centralized new energy 
in the Guyuan area will reach 658 
MW, Zhao said.

Spanning the townships of Jiqiang, 
Xiaohe and Piancheng in Xiji county, 
the project has a total installed capac­

ity of 50 MW, using 10 wind turbines 
each with a capacity of 5 MW, he said, 
adding that it also includes a 5 MW 
(or 10 MWh) energy storage station. 

“Annual power generation is 
approximately 137.696 million kWh, 
which can help save some 4.2 metric 
tons of standard coal and reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by about 
113,000 tons annually,” he said.

Zhao noted that as the Liupan 
Mountain area has abundant wind 
and solar resources suitable for 
building new power systems, State 
Grid Guyuan Power Supply Co lias 
closely adhered to national new 
energy industry policies in recent 
years to actively promote the imple­
mentation of solar and wind power 
facilities.

“By ‘green power’ we mean that 
during the power generation pro­
cess, carbon dioxide emissions are 
zero or close to zero, and compared 
to thermal power, it has a lower 
environmental impact. This usually 
includes wind and photovoltaic 
power,” said Zhao.

These green power resources come 
from wind power bases in places like 
Liupan Mountain and Moon Moun­
tain, and from photovoltaic pow'er 
bases in Pengvang and Sanying, he 
said, adding that the “scenery” of Liu­
pan Mountain can now' illuminate 
thousands of homes in Guyuan.

By the end of 2023, Guyuan had 11 
new energy power stations and 
1,345 new energy users connected to 
the grid, with an installed capacity 
reaching 673 MW, accounting for 
50.59 percent of the total installed 
power capacity — equivalent to car­
bon reductions of approximately 
865,400 tons, Zhao added.

Currently, Guyuan has built one 
energy storage station, with three 
more under construction with a total 
investment of some 2.8 billion yuan, 
aiding the city’s high-quality develop­
ment, he said, adding that his agency 
wall further tap the resource advanta­
ges of the Liupan Mountain area, and 
conduct research on “wind, solar, 
storage, charging and microgrid” 
development, in a bid to enhance the 
optimized utilization of clean energy.

innovative ecosystem in China.” 
Lan said the company views Chi­

na as a fertile soil for innovation. 
“China’s smart industry is poised 

to play an increasingly important 
role on the global stage, with 
numerous investment opportuni­
ties waiting to be tapped into. Look­
ing ahead, we expect to bring more 
investments and opportunities to 
Al-empowered life sciences sector 
in the country, generating sparks of 
innovative ideas in China, and hope­
fully for the world,” he said.

By Z HUANG QJANGE 
and PANG BO

US pharmaceutical company 
Eli folly and Co said a vast patient 
population in China has yet to 
tackle medical issues such as dia­
betes, obesity and Alzheimer’s dis­
ease, all of which align with the 
drugmaker’s therapeutic areas, so 
it is sanguine on its growth pros­
pects in China.

In the first quarter, folly’s global 
sales revenue grew 26 percentyear- 
on-year. China, a market with stra­
tegic priority, contributed to this 
growth with double-digit revenue 
expansion, supported by its prod­
uct portfolio of diabetes, oncology 
and immunology therapeutics.

China has 140 million people 
who have been diagnosed with 
diabetes, according to the Inter­
national Diabetes Federation.

The prevention and treatment 
of diabetes have been strength­
ened at the national level in China. 
By 2030, the awareness rate of dia­
betes among residents aged 18 and 
above is expected to reach 60 per­
cent, and the standardized man­
agement rate of diabetic patients is 
expected to reach 70 percent, said 
the National Health Commission. 

“We are confi­
dent in Lilly’s 
growth potential 
in China, under­
pinned by a deep 
understanding of 
the local disease 
landscape and 
demographic 

shifts that align with our thera­
peutic strengths,” said Ilya Yuffa, 
executive vice-president of Eli 
folly and Company and presi­
dent of Lilly International.

China is becoming an increas­
ingly aging society with a grow­
ing population of seniors. By the 
end of last year, people aged 60 
and above reached 296.97 mil­
lion, or 21.1 percent of the total 
population, said the National 
Bureau of Statistics.

In China, 10 million people have 
been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, 
accounting for one-fourth of the 
global total. By 2050, the number 
of such patients is expected to 
grow to 40 million, according to a 
cross-sectional study published in 
Lancet Public Health.

Yuffa said the rapid aging of 
China’s population indicates a 
rising demand for treatments in 
geriatric care and age-related ail­
ments like Alzheimer’s, metabol­
ic diseases and cancer. This trend 
highlights significant unmet 
patient needs and growth oppor­
tunities for the company.

“We are collaborating with 
local partners to improve the 
prevention, diagnosis and treat­
ment of Alzheimer’s disease, and 
promoting die development of a 
comprehensive healthcare eco­
system,” he said.

“Only with early diagnosis can 
we have the ability to treat in the 
most meaningful way and try to 
slow the progression of the dis­
ease. So, that’s an area of impor­
tance not only for us, but we think 
also for the entire system address­
ing a population that has signifi­
cant unmet need,” he added.

In recent years, Lilly also 
announced some new initiatives 
and partnerships with Al-driven 
biopharma companies, and the 
industry has shown interest in its 
pioneering R&D initiatives.

Regarding research and devel­
opment in China, Yuffa said the 
company is fully committed to the 
country as a key part of its global 
R&D strategy, folly has established 
cooperation with about 1,000 clin­
ical trial centers in China, ensuring 
support for its research initiatives. 

Investing heavily in R&D, the 
company has launched over 30 
medicines and indications in China 
over the past six years. In addition, 
folly Asia Venture has invested in 
147 companies across the nation, 
also including some Al-driven 
pharmaceutical companies.

The company said its innovative 
medicines that can help meet 
demand of different health priori­
ties are consistent with the Healthy 
China 2030 initiative, which aims 
to improve the overall health and 
well-being of the population.

“During my eight years at Dana­
her, I have participated in and wit­
nessed the company’s investments 
and relentless efforts in Al and tech­
nological innovation. Our develop­
ment in China is also the result of 
that

“Currently, Danaher has 14 
research and development teams 
and nine manufacturing bases in 
China, including the Agela factory 
in Tianjin. These teams and bases 
play a crucial role in driving techno­
logical innovation, improving pro-
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Lan Jun, general 
manager of Agela & 
Phenomenex China, 
an operating com­
pany of Danaher, 
said during a recent 
forum in Tianjin: 
“‘China Speed’ never 
goes out of style.

Over the last two decades, China has 
been a pioneer in manufacturing. 
Now, in the era of new technology, 
the country is still playing a leading 
role.”

In recent years, China has made 
significant progress in the smart 
industry, particularly in the phar­
maceutical and medical devices sec­
tors, he said.

Al technology is widely used to 
enhance productivity. For example, 
JD Health utilizes Al to optimize 
supply chain management, improv­
ing the efficiency and accuracy of 
pharmaceutical distribution. 

“The development of AI+BI (busi­
ness intelligence) can drive reduc­
tions in the drag development cycle 
as well as costs. For our Danaher Life 
Sciences Platform, AI+BI has 
reduced the time and cost of drug 
development by 50 percent,” Lan 
added.

According to the seventh edition 
of tiie Al Index report released by

US company 
applauds China’s 
progress in 
phar mac eutic als, 
medical devices

Lilly eyes 
addressing 
geriatric

Green electricity bringing 
benefits to Ningxia fanners
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Homegrown eVTOLs showing huge potential
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A report by market research firm 
CCID Consulting, a think tank affili­
ated with the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology, said 
China’s low-altitude economy was 
worth nearly 506 billion yuan 
($69.8 billion) last year, up 33.8 per­
cent year-on-year, and its value is 
expected to surpass 1 trillion yuan 
by 2026.

Speaking of future development 
trends, Yuan Shuai, executive vice- 
president of the Rural Revitaliza­
tion Committee, said that with the 
continuous maturity and popular­
ization of technology, drones can 
be applied in more and more 
emergency rescue scenarios, such 
as fire rescue, earthquake rescue 
and other calamities rescue. 

“By carrying different equipment 
and sensors, they can achieve vari-

By ZHENG YIRAN
zhengyiran@chinadaily.com.cn
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Leveraging drones to transport critical 
medical supplies gains ground in nation
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Chinese electric vertical takeoff 
and landing (eVTOL) companies 
have demonstrated strong competi­
tiveness compared with their coun­
terparts in the United States and the 
European Union amid flourishing 
development of the low-altitude 
economy, or advanced air mobility, 
thanks to strong market demand, 
policy support and China’s solid 
manufacturing foundation, indus­
try experts said.

Commonly known as air taxis, 
eVTOL aircraft don’t require tradi­
tional airports, runways or heli­
ports, which makes them a 
promising option for short trips in 
urban settings.

Morgan Stanley expects the 
emerging sector to be worth some 
$1.5 trillion by 2040, and in antici­
pation of this rapid growth, many 
countries have set aggressive 
timetables for the rollout of AAM 
services.

Jiang Dagang, deputy dean of the 
school of aeronautics and astronau­
tics at the University of Electronic 
Science and Technology of China, 
said eVTOL aircraft have huge 

application potential as they are saf­
er and more environmentally 
friendly than traditional helicop­
ters. Moreover, they are naturally 
suited for intelligent and unmanned 
operations.

“They can be widely used in fields 
such as business travel, medical 
emergency services and disaster 
relief,” Jiang said.

He said China has become a top 
player in the field of unmanned aeri­
al vehicles — or drones — thanks to 
its strong manufacturing capability 
and the integration of the entire 
industry chain from basic research 
and key technologies to complete 
products.

“Although China lags behind 
some developed countries in the 
field of traditional general aviation, 
the rise of China’s new energy elec­
tric vehicles has provided strong 
support for the research and devel­
opment, and production of eVTOLs 
and their key components including 
batteries, motors and electronic 
controls,” he said.

Aerofugia, a Chengdu, Sichuan 
province-based eVTOL aircraft 
developer and a subsidiary of Chi­
nese automaker Geely Technology 
Group, completed Phase-2 flight

maker EHang Holdings Ltd 
obtained a production certificate for 
its EH216-S passenger-carrying 
pilotless eVTOL aircraft from the 
Civil Aviation Administration of 
China. It is said to be the first pro­
duction certificate issued in the 
global eVTOL industry.

As the two-seater EH216-S had 
earlier obtained type certificate and 
standard airworthiness ceitifica- 
tion from the CAAC, this step marks 
a significant leap toward the mass 
production stage and follow-up 
commercial operations, the compa­
ny said.

Jiang said China’s eVTOL indus­
try is expected to see a boom in 
growth in the coming years as 
authorities attach greater impor­
tance to the low-altitude economy. 

Revenue from China’s eVTOL sec­
tor surged 77.3 percent year-on-year 
to 980 million yuan ($135 million) 
last year, according to a report 
released by market research firm 
CCID Consulting. The report esti­
mates that the eVTOL sector will 
maintain rapid growth in the next 
few years, with the market scale hit­
ting 9.5 billion yuan in 2026. 

“A key task at present is to acceler­
ate the pace of airworthiness certifi­
cation so as to lay the foundation for 
the commercial application of 
eVTOL aircraft,” Jiang added. 

Cao Baolin, a researcher at the

/ :

Above: Medical staff members load supplies onto a drone in Chongqing on June 13. chen shichuan / for china daily 
Below: A drone loaded with antivenom doses takes off from a hospital in Taizhou, Zhejiang province, in August 2022. 
PAN KANJUN/ FOR CHINA DAILY

By ZHENG YIRAN 
and PENG CHAO

Institute of New Economic Develop­
ment, echoed Jiang’s view.

“By fully' leveraging China’s spill­
over advantages in the new energy 
vehicle industry chain, the coun­
try’s eVTOL industry is expected to 
transform from a follower to a lead­
er, becoming another global calling 
card for China after NEVs,” Cao 
said.

He said eVTOL products devel­
oped by Chinese companies feature 
various configurations and techno­
logical approaches, showing the 
vitality and potential of China’s 
eVTOL industry. However, there is 
still a considerable gap between 
Chinese and advanced foreign peers 
in terms of commercial operation. 

“Overseas companies, such as 
Joby Aviation, Archer Aviation, 
Volocopter and Beta Technologies, 
have launched urban air traffic 
demonstration projects in several 
cities, demonstrating more mature 
business models,” Cao said, adding 
that China’s current eVTOL mod­
els mainly focus on urban air tours 
at dedicated takeoff and landing 
sites.

“The range and scope of commer­
cial applications for eVTOL aircraft 
in China still need to be further 
expanded,” he said.

can provide lighting support for 
night rescues, help locate trapped 
individuals and guide rescue teams. 
Meanwhile, UAVs equipped with a 
delivery system can accurately deliv­
er rescue supplies — such as water, 
food and medicine — to designated 
locations, providing necessary sur­
vival support for disaster victims.

“Firefighting drones can carry 
high-definition cameras and thermal 
imaging devices to monitor the situa­
tion of the fire in real-time, quickly 
transmit fire data, and improve the 
response speed and firefighting effi­
ciency of firefighters,” he added.

The development of China’s low- 
altitude sector is gathering steam. 
The low-altitude economy is now 
viewed as a strategic emerging 
industry and a new growth engine 
for the country.
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tests for its self-developed AE200 
for airworthiness technology valida­
tion on June 23. This was also the 
first public demonstration of the 
AE200’s tilt transition flight test. 

The AE200 is a five to six-seat 
manned tiltrotor eVTOL air­
craft with a range of 200 
kilometers. It is 
designed for com­
mercial passen- M 

ger transport / “ 
in densely
populated
areas, as well
as for see-
narios such
as air tour- Vo­
isin and

emergency res- w
cue, die compa- < 
nysaid.

Previously, Aero- _______
fugia announced on 
June 12 that the AE200 had 
completed the full-size, full weight 
and full-envelope tilt transition 
flight tests, making it the first 
eVTOL company in China and the 
second worldwide to complete such 
tests.

On the heels of Aerofugia’s 
announcement, Archer Aviation, a

mal operations, the two routines 
have four flights per day on aver­
age, cutting delivery times by' half 
and greatly improving treatment 
efficiency.

The drones are capable of carry­
ing medical supplies weighing 10 kg, 
with a wind resistance level of seven 
and a flying range of 20 km. They 
can fly in rainy weather and at night, 
and come with a parachute for 
emergency backup. At the same 
time, they rely on 5G networks for 
precise navigation and can fly 
autonomously according to estab­
lished routes with strong anti-inter­
ference ability, thus achieving stable 
and safe execution of blood trans­
port missions under changing and 
complex meteorological conditions, 
said experts from the NRCBC.

According to International SOS, a 
world-leading health and security 
services company, a key component 
of prevention and duty of care is pre­
paring for rare instances when pre­
vention is not possible. Having a 
safe and executable evacuation plan 

can make a differ­
ence in saving 
lives. Standards 
and quality of avia­
tion and aeromedi­
cal operations vary 
significantly across 
the globe. 

“Evacuations 
often entail accessing both poorly 
regulated and resourced aviation 
environments, introducing poten­
tial risks. The right provider will 
have a comprehensive credentialing 
and accreditation program that is 
essential to mitigating risks,” said 
the International SOS’s spokesper­
son.

Lin Xianping, secretary-general 
of the institute of culture and crea­
tion at Hangzhou City University, 
said, “China’s low-altitude economy 
lias a wide application and practical 
value in emergency rescue, as the 
use of drones provides a safe, flexi­
ble and efficient means to save lives.” 

In terms of blood and test sam­
ples, drone deliveries greatly reduce 
delays and improve treatment effi­
ciency. In addition, drones can serve 
as mobile communication relay 
platforms, providing temporary air 
communication capabilities. Espe­
cially during circumstances of 
ground communication facility 
damages, they can provide critical 
communication links, Lin said. 

“Unmanned aerial vehicles 
equipped with lighting equipment

A
i—

leading eVTOL company based in 
the US, announced on the same day 
that its uncrewed Midnight model 
had also completed a full transition 
to wing-borne flight. The company 
posted a nine-minute video of the 

flight, with the lift/cruise 
propellers tilting 90 

degrees forward
to horizontal.

Fei Lan, 
marketing

gi director of

Aerofugia,
IKE said the 

company is 
strength- 
ening coop- 

eration with 
its partners, 

F including Sino 
Jet, one of the

_______ largest business 
s --' aircraft operators in 

the Asia-Pacific region, and 
CITIC Offshore Helicopter Co Ltd, 
to accelerate the commercial appli­
cation of eVTOL aircraft and con­
tribute to the formation of a three- 
dimensional urban transportation 

ecosystem.
In early April, Guangzhou, 

Guangdong province-based eVTOL

I
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The low-altitude economy, high­
lighted for the first time in the coun­
try’s Government Work Report for 
2024, is gradually gaining momentum 
in the medical rescue field in China.

With strategic policies and target­
ed development plans, provinces 
and cities are applying drones to 
transport critical medical supplies 
like first-aid kits, transfusions and 
biological samples.

On June 13, a low-altitude logis­
tics drone carrying test specimens 
took off from the Da’an campus of 
the Affiliated Yongchuan Hospital of 
Chongqing Medical University. Fol­
lowing a set route, it flew for 13 min­
utes and landed smoothly on the 
Xuanhua campus of the hospital, 
successfully completing the air 
transport mission.

The successful maiden flight 
marks the application of low-alti­
tude drones in medical scenarios in 
Chongqing. Technicians said that 
low-altitude logistics 
drones are like flying 
‘couriers’, with fully 
autonomous LA-lev­
el aerial driving 
capability and a 
maximum load
capacity of 9 kilo­
grams.

“They have significant advanta­
ges in dispatching biological sam­
ples including emergency blood and 
testing apparatus across regions. 
Reports show that drones have real­
time monitoring and temperature 
control functions, which can take 
care of blood materials such as red 
blood cells and platelets that require 
specific temperature ranges, ensur­
ing specimen safety?’ said techni­
cians from Yongchuan Hospital.

Some 1,468 kilometers away at 
the Nanjing Red Cross Blood Center 
(NRCBC), healthcare practitioners 
receive requests for emergency 
blood supplies from Nanjing Pukou 
People’s Hospital. Soon after, a 
drone carrying some 9 kg of blood 
products takes off from Gulou dis­
trict, soaring through a 14.625-km 
flight route, and arrives at its desti­
nation in just 16 minutes.

This is a typical scenario for 
certain hospitals in Pukou dis­
trict, Nanjing. Currently, the dis­
trict has developed two 
normalized drone routines for 
critical medical supply transport. 

According to the NRCBC, for nor-

billion yuan
market scale of China's 
low-altitude economy 

in 2023
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ous functions such as aerial recon­
naissance, material delivery, and 
personnel search and rescue. In 
addition, with the integration of 
new-generation information tech­
nologies such as 5G, the internet of 
things and big data, a new intelli­
gent rescue system is expected to 
emerge in the low-altitude economy, 
further improving the response 
speed and efficiency of emergency 
rescue,” Yuan said.

Hong Yong, an associate 
research fellow at the Chinese 
Academy of International Trade 
and Economic Cooperation’s 
e-commerce research institute, 
said that as promising as the future 
may look, challenges in technology, 
safety, regulations and other areas 
cannot be underestimated. 

“Drone technology requires con-

-
i 1 i

tinuous innovation and progress to 
meet complex and ever-changing 
mission requirements. Specifically, 
in the field of emergency rescue, 
efforts are needed to ensure flight 
safety and prevent accidents. The 
formulation and improvement of 
relevant regulations are also essen­
tial, so as to ensure the legitimacy 
and standardization of the applica­
tion of drones in the field of emer­

gency rescues.
“These challenges require the 

joint efforts of the government, 
enterprises and research institu­
tions,” he said.

On Jan 4, the Ministry of Emer­
gency Management and the Minis- 
try of Industry and Information 
Technology jointly issued gui­
dance on the development of 
emergency-use robots. According 
to the guidance, efforts are needed 
to break through key technological 
barriers of collaborative operation 
in equipment clusters such as 
drones and robots, as well as 
human-machine collaborative 
operation technology.

Meanwhile, it emphasized the 
importance of strengthening the 
innovative application of cloud 
computing, artificial intelligence, 
big data, and other technologies in 
emergency robots to enhance their 
intelligence level.

Key research areas — including 
UAV group flight technology, cluster 
control technology, disaster rapid 
assessment technology, disaster 
perception ability rapid deployment 
technology, pre and post-disaster 
accurate comparison scanning tech­
nology — are highlighted, according 
to the guidance.

Apart from Chongqing and Pukou 
district in Nanjing, Zhanjiang in 
Guangdong province, Shijiazhuang 
in Hebei province, Hefei in Anhui 
province and others are also taking 
related actions one after another.
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US could learn a thing or two
from its own diplomacy failings

Principles retain their relevance today

A
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Discharge of nuclear-contaminated water sets bad precedent

What They Say

Reform and opening-up still key to advancing modernization
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In his op-ed, “What the United States 
Can Learn from China”, published on the 
Foreign Policy website last week, Stephen 
Walt, a professor of international rela­
tions at the Harvard Kennedy School, has 
apparently tried to offer US policymakers 
some food for thought on how to improve 
the United States’ foreign policy. 

The two political parties in the US have 
technically downgraded the otherwise 
most testing challenge, if not an art, of han­
dling the most consequential bilateral ties 
with China into a containment strategy 
that is devoid of flexibility, wisdom and 
foresight.

The great lengths that Washington has 
been going to in its efforts to coerce US 
allies and other countries to jump on its 
anti-China bandwagon at the cost of 
bending international laws and rales 
actually backfires on the US itself. Not to 
mention the moral burden and material 
inputs its policy requires.

The world sees clearly that die US is 
using the unfair means that it accuses 
China of employing, including state subsi­
dies, protectionism, tariff wars and dump­
ing overcapacity, to maximize the US’ 
hegemonic interest over other countries, 
including its allies.

While China is helping underdeveloped 
countries improve their infrastructure,

Japan will release 7,800 metric tons 
of “treated” nuclear-contaminated 
water into the Pacific Ocean, starting 
from Friday, in the seventh discharge 
round.

Despite the Tokyo Electric Power Com­
pany calling the nuclear-contaminated 
water stored in the damaged Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power plant reactor “ALPS- 
processed water” and its release into the 
ocean part of their “Decommissioning 
Work’; the risk such water with high radio­
activity poses to the world is undeniable. 
There is growing consensus that among

public sendees and governance, the US is 
trying to instigate domestic unrest in 
them to persuade the people to embrace 
the US, smearing Chinese engagement as 
a geopolitical tool of Beijing. While the US 
is dictating to other countries on the 
nobleness of human rights and trying to 
weaponize human rights issues to justify 
its interventionism, China is taking down- 
to-earth actions to put meat on the bones 
of the human rights that the US professes 
to uphold, implementing one project after 
another to enhance people’s livelihoods 
around the world.

China avoids plunging itself into costly 
geopolitical quagmires as the US has done 
over the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict 
and the Middle East crisis. Washington 
has never explained to the US people in 
which way the country has benefited from 
its 2O-year “democracy experiment” in 
Afghanistan, and an equally protracted 
process in Iraq where thousands of US 
lives were squandered.

Although the US seems to boast a much 
larger network of allies in the world, 
which requires its input to maintain die 
network’s specious cohesion, that limits its 
international space to some extent, as the 
US divides countries into those that are 
members of the US club and those that are 
not. China’s diplomatic outreach is broad-

the options available, Japan chose the 
cheapest way of dealing with the water as 
well as one that poses the greatest risk to 
the world. The discharge process is expect­
ed to last for more than three decades. 

Worse than the pollution itself is die 
fact that the international community 
failed to stop one country from putting 
mankind at risk only to save its own costs 
of dealing with the nuclear-contaminated 
water. From the time Japan made public 
its plan to release the water into the 
ocean, China made umpteen pleas to 
Japan to reconsider but all its pleas fell on

resident Xi Jinping’s meeting with visiting Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh 
Chinh in Beijing on Wednesday again sent a strong message to the outside world 
that Beijing and Hanoi are intent on consolidating their unity and friendship.

Chinh is on a four-day working visit to China starting Monday, and his itiner­
ary includes attending the 15th Annual Meeting of the New Champions in Dalian, Lia­
oning province. His visit is the latest in a series of recent high-level exchanges between 
the two neighbors, and underscores their mutual efforts to continuously inject fresh 
vitality into bilateral ties and stand together in the face of the complex and challenging 
global situation.

In December last year, during a visit to Hanoi, President Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, and Nguyen Phu Tro ng, general sec­
retary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee, announced the building of 
a China-Vietnam community with a shared future, elevating bilateral ties to a new stage. 

Since then, relations between the two parties and the two peoples have taken big stri­
des in many fields. With their economies highly complementary, the two countries also 
have broad prospects for expanding their economic and trade cooperation, not least the 
digital economy, so as to bring more tangible benefits to the two peoples.

It is also commendable that Hanoi, deeming its relations with Beijing as the top priori­
ty and a strategic choice in its foreign policy, has consistently supported China’s position 
on the Taiwan question and firmly adheres to the one-China principle and opposes the 
politicization of economic, trade and sci-tech issues.

Against the backdrop of the profoundly changing international landscape, stable and 
robust China-Vietnam ties not only cater to the modernization needs of the two socialist coun­
tries but also help contribute to maintaining peace and stability in the region and beyond.

Sharing similar views on regional and global issues, the two countries have everything 
to gain from setting a good example in properly handling their differences and jointly 
safeguarding peace and stability in the South China Sea and the region at large. This is 
especially true given the current rising tensions in the waters because of the Philippines’ 
provocative antics with the encouragement of the United States.

Needless to say Vietnam occupies a special niche in the US playbook in the Asia-Pacific. 
Thanks to its special geopolitical position in Southeast Asia and its close ties with big 
countries including China and Russia, the country has long been perceived by Washing­
ton to be of strategic importance.

That may well explain whythe US, despite oldgrudges stemmingfromthe Vietnam War, 
has increasingly tried to solicit Vietnam as a participant in its geopolitical maneuvering. 
Washington has repeatedly tried to cozy up to Hanoi in recent years in the hope that Viet­
nam will act as a US bridgehead in its geopolitical confrontation with China.

But by trying to use the maritime disputes in the region to its advantage and making 
waves over them, the US is damaging the very fabric of peace and stability in the South 
China Sea and the region at large. The US’ attempts to manipulate the South China Sea 
disputes for its own ends pose a threat to not only China’s external environment, but also 
that of other countries in the region, Vietnam included.

Hence, it is crucial that Beijing and Hanoi join hands to actively promote mutually ben­
eficial cooperation at sea, prevent external forces from meddling in the South China Sea 
issue and help accelerate regional efforts to make it a sea of peace and cooperation for all.

er as it strives to have good relations with 
all countries and regions in the world 
based on equality, mutual respect and win­
win cooperation, all of which form the 
bedrock of international laws and the 
norms of international order. The zero­
sum game the US peddles naturally pales 
in contrast with Beijing’s proposal to make 
tiie cake bigger for all, given the latter’s 
pertinence to countries’ practical needs. 

In many cases, particularly to the vast 
majority of countries of the Global South, 
it is China’s noninterventionist approach 
to foreign relations, which is centered on 
respecting state sovereignty, that puts Bei­
jing on a higher moral ground than Wash­
ington, whose “America-first” practices 
and exceptionalism seriously depreciate 
the value of the US’ diplomacy. 

Last but not least, like any other coun­
try, except the US, China regards war as 
the option of last resort, recognizing that 
it is the most harmful means, in both stra­
tegic and economic terms, to resolve con­
flicts of interest between countries. So 
while China is trying its best to use diplo­
matic means to avoid wars, the US is 
doing the opposite.

The only thing Washington has omitted 
lashing out at China for is copying US 
diplomacy.

t a time of grave and complex global challenges, the 70th anniversary of the 
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence provides the world with a good oppor­
tunity to reflect on that shared aspiration and explore ways to better put these 
principles into practice.

It is no coincidence that the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence were bom in Asia, 
because they embody the Asian tradition of cherishing peace and harmonious relations. 

Seven decades ago, then Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai put forward these principles in 
full for the first time — mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual 
nonaggression, noninterference in each other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual ben­
efit, and peaceful coexistence.

The series of commemorative events being held on Friday shows the tremendous sig­
nificance China attaches to these principles, which are a succinct expression of the propo­
sitions and goals of the United Nations Charter and a means to facilitate their 
implementation. The Five Principles embody the values of peace, development, fairness, 
justice, democracy, and freedom for all humankind that are common pursuits today. 
More important, they are applicable to relations between all countries, regardless of size, 
political and social system, or development level.

After being put to the test for 70 years, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence have 
demonstrated strong vitality. Today, the Five Principles are endorsed by a host of interna­
tional organizations and integrated in international instruments, and are widely support­
ed and observed by the international community, particularly countries of the Global 
South, which were the first to embrace them amid the wave of postwar decolonization.

Upholding the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence is particularly important in the 
face of some countries’ attempts to sabotage international solidarity, backpedal on eco­
nomic globalization and break global industry and supply chains to fish for their own 
narrow gains. The rising trend of protectionism, unilateralism and hegemony that is 
prevalent today is a vestige of colonialism and goes against the trend of the times, giving 
rise to crises in various parts of the world.

The Five Principles eschew the law of the jungle that is manifest in the pursuit of 
hegemony and the practice of unilateralism and protectionism. Instead, they serve as a 
path for the peaceful resolution of disputes and historical issues between countries, cre­
ate a good environment for mutually beneficial cooperation and common development, 
and promote the establishment of a more just and reasonable international order.

China has always been an active advocate and firm practitioner of the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence and it is a staunch advocate for countries to join hands to build a 
world of lasting peace, universal security, common prosperity, openness, inclusiveness, 
cleanliness and beauty.

To that end, Beijing has fleshed out the principles by successively proposing the Belt 
and Road Initiative, the Global Development Initiative, the Global Security Initiative, and 
the Global Civilization Initiative as the means to build a community with a shared future 
for mankind.

To this end, it continues to strive to develop friendly relations with all countries on the 
basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, and it is doing its part to help address 
the challenges that have the world on the rack.

Committed to upholding fairness, justice and equity, China promotes the building of a 
new type of international relations based on mutual respect. In doing so, it is setting an 
example of how countries can promote common development and maintain world peace. 

Enhancing friendship and cooperation among peoples and promoting world peace 
and development are noble endeavors and common aspirations that embody the values 
of justice, democracy and rule of law. Those values demand concrete actions to uphold, 
not just the lip service of some who are vociferous champions of their cause. The Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence are the fundamental rights, obligations and responsi­
bilities entailed to fulfill those endeavors and all countries should uphold them.
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of the political system and social govern­
ance. For example, how to further combat 
corruption and how to promote the coor­
dinated development of urban and rural 
areas are complex policy issues that 
remain to be addressed.

For a long time, China’s development 
focused on material modernization. But if 
institutional modernization always lags 
behind, some big problems will emerge. 
China must pursue a balanced develop­
ment of economic modernization, institu­
tional modernization and human
modernization, and the upcoming third 
plenary session is expected to map out 
some effective initiatives. 

From a realistic perspective, China’s 
development feces a lot of internal and 
external pressures, but this cannot stop its 
reform and opening-up steps. This is not 
only for China’s own sake, but also for the 
stability and prosperity of the world.

tiie overall goal of comprehensively deep­
ening reform.

The world is entering a period of pro­
found changes and facing many new and 
systemic challenges. World over, there is 
growing speculation about China’s future 
development trend and policy direction, 
and even a feeling that China’s reform has 
come to a standstill. In this sense, the 
third plenary session of the 20th CPC 
Central Committee will point out the 
direction for China’s development and 
calm people’s misgivings. 

China’s reform has entered a “deep 
water zone” with easy reforms having 
been done, and those left undone being 
the ones difficult to implement With the 
deepening of reform, more complex and 
structural problems began to emerge, 
such as the reform of State-owned enter­
prises and the reform of the social securi­
ty system. It is the same with the reform

%

Each third plenary session of the CPC 
Central Committee in the past lias held a 
special meaning for China, having pro­
foundly changed the course of tiie coun­
try. In December 1978, late leader Deng 
Xiaoping presided over the third plenary 
session of the 11 th CPC Central Commit­
tee, which confirmed the shift of China’s 

work focus from class strug­
gle to socialist moderniza­
tion, kicking off its reform 
and opening-up process. The 
third plenary session of the 
14th CPC Central Committee 
in 1993 formulated the basic 
framework of the socialist 
market economic system 
and proposed the establish­
ment of a modern enterprise 
system. The third plenary 
session of the 18 th CPC Cen­
tral Committee in 2013 set

t
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Beijing and Hanoi united in their desire 
to ensure stable regional environment
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deaf ears. The United States, another 
Pacific nation, openly supported Japan’s 
move. The International Atomic Energy 
Agency, despite entreaties from various 
nations, gave the go-ahead, producing a 
report saying Japan’s nuclear-contaminat­
ed water “met the standards”

A dangerous precedent has been set. If 
any other country faces a similar situation 
in the future, there is a danger of it follow­
ing Japan’s lead by rallying support from 
tiie powerful nations and international 
agencies.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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Building agricultural resilience to extreme weathers
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eration other countries’ security con­
cerns while safeguarding its national 
security. It has always upheld the inter­
national order based on the United 
Nations Charter, and insists that dis­
putes and differences be settled 
through peaceful negotiations and that 
the settlements are acceptable to all 
parties involved.

China has always adopted an objective 
stance on regional and global issues 
while ensuring that the concerns of all 
disputing parties are addressed. In con­
trast to some Western countries, China 
believes in inclusiveness and mutual 
learning, and encourages countries to 
resort to dialogue instead of engaging in 
confrontation, in order to maintain the 
world order.

It also advocates for countries to appro­
priately handle their differences and disa­
greements, and cooperate with each 

lhe author is president of China Foreign 
Affairs University. The views don’t nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

The author is an engineer in the Rural 
Energy and Environment Agency, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs. The views don’t necessarily
reflect those of China Daily.

espite being the world’s sec­
ond-largest economy, China 
is still a developing country 
and thus vulnerable to the

adverse effects of climate change, with 
its agricultural sector being especially 
vulnerable to extreme weather events. 

In recent years, the rate of rising 
temperatures has been faster in China 
than the global average, with climate 
conditions becoming more complex 
due to the rising frequency of extreme 
weather events such as unusually high 
precipitation rates, increasing 
typhoons, extreme heat and cold 
waves. In particular, there has been an 
increase in regional and periodic 
floods and droughts across the coun­
try, seriously affecting agricultural 
production. This has made it even 
more important to take measures to 
minimize the effects of extreme 
weather events on agriculture. 

The central government attaches great 
importance to adaptation to climate 
change and has taken a series of meas­
ures to safeguard the agricultural sector. 

The government issued the “Nation­
al Climate Change Adaptation Strate­
gy 2035” in 2022, specifying initiatives 
to optimize the utilization of agricul­
tural resources, intensify the measures 
to boost the resilience of the agricul­
tural ecosystems to climate change 
and establish a climate change-adapt­
ed food security system. 

To mitigate the effects of climate

change on agriculture and better 
respond to natural disasters, China 
has established a preliminary natural 
disaster monitoring and early warning 
system to assess the impact of natural 
disasters, and formulate disaster pre­
vention and relief plans. By strength­
ening the monitoring and early 
warning systems, as well as the mech­
anism to prevent and control pests 
and diseases, China aims to control 
the regional losses within 5 percent. 

China realizes the importance of sci­
ence and technology in adapting to cli­
mate change, especially in the field of 
agriculture. It also realizes the need to 
strengthen research and development 
in science and technology, particularly 
in projects aimed at collecting and 
studying germplasm adapted to 
extreme weather events; developing 
high-yield, drought-resistant and 
high-quality crop varieties; and devis­
ing new planting technology models. 
Not to mention that it lias been pro­
moting the cultivation of drought-re­
sistant crops and use of water-saving 
technologies to mitigate the effects of 
extreme weather events.

In terms of international multilater­
al cooperation, China has implement­
ed several international projects on 
smart agriculture in cooperation with 
international organizations such as 
the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion of the United Nations, the United 
Nations Development Programme and

the World Bank. These projects have 
established demonstration areas 
based on the climatic characteristics 
of different regions, including the 
main grain-producing areas in North­
east and North China, and the alpine 
grasslands in Qinghai province. China 
has also popularized climate-smart 
agriculture technologies, such as pre­
cision spraying technology, and inte­
grated prevention and control of pests 
and diseases in accordance with local 
conditions in the project areas. 

Such practices have optimized local 
agricultural production, and made 
crops climate change-resilient, achiev­
ing a “three-win” effect of ensuring food 
security, adapting to climate change and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Climate change has been affecting 
the development of China’s agricultur­
al sector. As the frequency of extreme 
weather events continues to increase, 
threatening China’s food security, the 
ability of the agricultural sector to 
cope with climate change should be 
further strengthened.

First, the utilization of agricultural 
resources should be improved, by opti­
mizing the spatial distribution of the 
agricultural sector according to local 
conditions, adjusting crop distribu­
tion and cropping systems according 
to climate change trends, and making 
food production more efficient. 

Second, there is a need to strength­
en the agricultural disaster mitigation 

ith the world experiencing a new techno­
logical revolution and undergoing an 
industrial transformation, China’s indus­
tries face new challenges. The policy 

adjustments in developed countries and shifting of 
industries to and improvement of the development 
environment in some emerging economies pose seri­
ous challenges to China’s industrial development. To 
make matters worse, the traditional development 
space is narrowing, and old development models are 
becoming unsustainable.

Therefore, it is imperative that China cultivate and 
develop new quality productive forces to seize the 
development opportunities and overcome the con­
straints in order to boost economic recovery and pro­
mote high-quality industrial development.

To foster new quality productive forces, China must 
leverage its industrial and market advantages to devel­
op frontier and original technologies, and make revo­
lutionary breakthroughs in the field of science and 
technology. Already a major global player in technolo­
gy R&D, China was ranked 12 th in the World Intellec­
tual Property Organization’s Global Innovation Index 
2023 and has the largest number of top 100 science 
and technology clusters in the world.

After missing several occasions to seize the opportu­
nities of technology revolutions in the past, China 
seems set to become a significant player in the new 
wave of technological and industrial changes. Self-reli­
ance in science and technology is crucial for China to 
become a more important player in global technology 
development and establish itself as a key participant 
in new technology revolution and industrial transfor­
mation.

China has made remarkable strides in mobile com­
munications, electric vehicles (EVs), renewable energy 
and high-speed railways, and is a leading player in Al, 
quantum communications, new materials and life sci­
ences. However, it still lags behind the developed 
world in the fields of integrated circuits, industrial 
software and key machinery. Facing fierce competition 
in high-tech, China should harness the synergy of tech­
nology R&D and industrialization to achieve break­
throughs in disruptive technologies in a bid to develop 
new quality productive forces.

Developing new quality productive forces involves 
expanding strategic emerging industries, nurturing 
future industries and upgrading traditional ones. Chi­
na’s extensive and resilient industrial system has been 
resilient to economic upheavals. But its weaknesses in 
high-end segments and key core areas persist, increas­
ing the possibility of encountering technological bot­
tlenecks in the future.

So it should take measures to ensure its strategic 
emerging industries consolidate the existing advanta­
ges by turning its high-quality product into systemic 
advantages. For instance, China’s EV industry, which 
accounts for 60 percent of the total global production, 
has built a comprehensive ecosystem, ranging from 
producing core components to providing after-sales 
services. Also, emerging industries in China must lev­
erage their advantages to bridge the gap with that of 
the advanced economies, and collaborate with global 
partners to create a fairer global environment so they 
can supply their products to more markets. 

For future industries with high risks and uncertain­
ties, China needs to adopt a forward-looking approach, 
using its comprehensive industry chain and institu­
tional advantages to pilot cutting-edge technologies 
and identify viable development models for industrial­
ization and commercialization.

As for traditional industries, they need to transform 
themselves, and incorporate new technologies and 
business models to take advantage of the technology 
revolution and industrial changes. For that, the 
authorities have to improve market regulations to mit­
igate overcapacity, phase out outdated production 
models and optimize product structures. And energy- 
intensive industries must adopt green, low-carbon pol­
icies, reduce their carbon emissions and decrease their 
reliance on fossil fuels.

Developing new quality productive forces requires 
efficient use of resources and harnessing of die power 
of data. In this age of die internet, technology and tal­
ent are the most critical resources. Yet China’s educa­
tion, research and talent cultivation systems face 
various challenges, with Unbalances in the supply and 
demand of talent across regions, industries and enter­
prises. Especially scarce are scientists, innovative 
entrepreneurs and multi-skilled technical personnel in 
strategic fields.

Besides, the reforms being carried out should be in 
line with the requirement for new skilled personnel 
and R&D must align with the current high-tech 
trends, so as to incentivize talent and create wealth. 

Additionally, data are becoming the most dynamic 
production factor. In digital products and services, 
data are directly consumed as a value carrier. More 
important, data empowerment in various industries 
generates substantial multiplier effects.

As a populous and industrially diverse country, Chi­
na’s data resource potential is unparalleled. To cash in 
on this advantage, China needs to build robust data 
ti'ansmission and application infrastructure, and pro­
mote data trading, and establish data-protection 
frameworks to set global data usage standards and 
rules.

By fostering strategic emerging industries, laying the 
groundwork for future industries and upgrading tradi­
tional ones, China can build an advanced industrial sys­
tem, thus consolidating the foundation for the 
development of new quality productive forces. This 
strategic push wall not only enhance China’s industrial 
capacity but also position it as a crucial player in the 
global economic landscape, contributing to the develop­
ment of a more balanced and inclusive w'orld economy.

his year commemorates the 
70th anniversary of the Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexist­
ence. Grounded in these prin­

ciples and guided by the policy of 
peaceful development, China has played 
a significant role in fostering global sta­
bility. These principles harmonize with 
China’s Global Development Initiative, 
Global Security Initiative, and Global 
Civilization Initiative, alongside the 
vision of constructing a shared future 
for humanity through the concept of 
building a community with a shared 
destiny.

In the past more than 10 years, Chi­
nese diplomacy guided by Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy lias garnered 
heightened effectiveness due to its bur­
geoning national prowess, propelling 
China into a more pivotal position with­
in tiie global governance framework. 
China actively engages in the political 
resolution of major regional hot-button 
issues such as the Korean Peninsula 
security, the Iranian nuclear situation, 
Afghanistan, and the Israel-Palestine 
conflict. It endeavors to uphold the 
authority and unity of the UN Security 
Council, supporting mediation efforts 
authorized by the council. China active­
ly promotes the establishment of a secu­
rity mechanism in the Gulf region and 
facilitated the historic diplomatic recon­
ciliation between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. Regarding the crisis in Ukraine, 
China consistently bases its stance and 
policies on the merits of the situation 
itself, maintaining an objective and 
impartial position to actively encourage 
peace talks and mediation, injecting 
positive energy into global and regional 
peace and stability.

The world is taking notice of China’s 
stance and policies regarding the resolu­
tion of pressing regional and international 
challenges, underscoring the need for 
more nations and regions to heed its 
insights and approaches.

The concept of “self-discipline for the 
benefit of others" is deeply rooted in 
traditional Chinese culture, focusing on 
the relationship between oneself and 
others. In international politics, this 
mindset involves contemplating the 
dynamics between “self” and “others.” 
China advocates for “mutual benefit 
and assistance,” balancing self-interest 
with tiie interests of others to achieve a 
win-win outcome. The concept of “self­
discipline for the benefit of others” 
transcends the Western philosophy of 
self versus others, offering insightful 
approaches to addressing regional hot- 
button issues. Within the context of 
benefiting others, the notion of “fulfill­
ment” is noteworthy. Traditional Chi­
nese philosophy advocates for mutual 
benefits, nurturing the beauty in others 
and mutual empowerment. This pro­
found ideological foundation underpins 
China’s approach to resolving conten­
tious issues. From an international 
security perspective, a country must 
accurately assess and consider the secu­
rity of others to ensure its own genuine 
security.

China believes in taking into consid-

and response system. To that end, the 
authorities should assess the impact 
of climate change and extreme weath­
er events on agriculture; improve the 
disaster monitoring, early warning 
and response mechanisms; issue dis- 
aster-response guidelines and plans in 
advance; and increase the crop stor­
age capacity in disaster-prone areas. 

Third, China should provide more 
scientific and technological support for 
the agricultural sector to adapt to cli­
mate change, promote innovation and 
industrialization in the seed industry, 
breed new high-yielding crop varieties, 
and strengthen the training of person­
nel involved in disaster prevention, cli­
mate mitigation and climate 
adaptation in the agricultural sector. 

And fourth, food security should be 
better safeguarded amid the serious 
impacts of climate change on agricul­
ture, while infrastructure in the agri­
cultural sector should be strengthened 
and the quality of arable land 
improved. Further, it is absolutely 
essential to continuously develop all 
permanent basic cropland area into 
high-standard cropland, promote cli­
mate-smart agriculture practices and 
boost agricultural production capacity.

7’7ze author is an associate research fellow at the Insti­
tute of Industrial Economics of the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences. The views don’t necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

China is devoted to 
employing the Global 
Development Initiative, 
the Global Security Initia­
tive and the Global Civili­
zation Initiative to help 
build a community with a 
shared future for mankind.

J

other without compromising their core 
interests and values. China’s idea of seek­
ing common ground while reserving dif­
ferences encourages countries to 
cooperate on issues of common interest 
despite their differences, and resolve their 
differences through dialogue.

By doing so, countries can safeguard 
their interests, expand their common 
interests and address the uneven distri­
bution of benefits, because the common 
interest of countries is development. 

China’s principles for dealing with 
hotspot issues are derived from long­
term diplomatic experience and based 
on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coex­
istence.

First, China is increasingly involved in 
mediations to resolve hotspot issues. As 
tiie third party in such issues, China 
emphasizes the importance of greater 
common good rather than shared inter­
ests, although the latter is equally 
important, because shared interests can 
be served by promoting greater common 
good.

Without setting specific preconditions 
for resolving regional disputes and con­
flicts, China has been calling on disput­
ing parties to exercise restraint to settle 
their differences. As a fair mediator, Chi­
na believes the principle of non-interfer­
ence in other countries’ internal affairs, 
which is part of the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence, is the best way to 
achieve win-win results.

Besides, China does not attach politi­

cal strings or impose its will on other 
countries; instead, it treats every coun­
try, big or small, developed or develop­
ing, equally and attaches equal 
importance to every country’s interest 
while helping them boost their econom­
ic development so they can solve the 
problems on their own.

Second, many problems can be solved 
only through the efforts of a group of 
countries. While helping solve such 
problems, China treats both the symp­
toms and the root causes of the prob­
lems. It advocates for countries to adopt 
stopgap measures to solve the problems 
in the long run, but takes both tempo­
rary and final solutions into account 
when dealing with hotspot issues. The 
idea is to use temporary plans to reach a 
final solution.

Also, China attaches great importance 
to both security and development, and 
supports countries to boost their devel­
opment. China is devoted to employing 
the Global Development Initiative, the 
Global Security Initiative and the Global 
Civilization Initiative to help build a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind.

Third, China has always advocated for 
tiie peaceful settlement of international 
disputes. Adhering to the Five Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence, China does not 
interfere in the internal affairs of other 
countries, promotes regional develop­
ment, helps maintain regional peace, 
and encourages countries to seek com­
mon ground while shelving their differ­

ences.
China opposes the United States-led 

Western countries violating UN resolu­
tions and imposing sanctions on other 
countries because such actions intensify 
contradictions and make the related 
parties antagonistic to each other. And 
unlike the US-led West, it upholds that 
tiie global order should remain centered 
on the UN.

Moreover, China advocates that tradi­
tional security challenges be also 
addressed through non-traditional secu­
rity cooperation. Traditional and non- 
traditional security threats are 
intertwined in today’s world, making 
cooperation in non-traditional security 
areas essential to safeguard a country’s 
national security, and strengthen tradi­
tional security governance. 

Yet there is no single way of dealing 
with traditional and non-traditional 
security concerns, so China promotes 
regional development and cooperation 
to address such concerns.

And fourth, the shortage of security 
mechanisms is a major reason behind 
tiie emergence of regional hotspot 
issues, making political communication 
among related parties even more impor­
tant. To be sure, China’s cooperation and 
cultural exchanges with other countries 
have created favorable conditions for 
establishing regional security mecha­
nisms and resolving such hotspot 
regional issues.
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ty proposed as the norm for 
handling international rela­
tions. In 1955, the Asian-African 
Conference convened in Ban­
dung, Indonesia, adopted 10 
Principles for conducting inter­
national relations, including the 
Five Principles of Peaceful Coex­
istence.

These five principles provide 
a solid basis for the develop­
ment of relations between China 
and the European Union and 
can be jointly pushed by Beijing 
and Brussels as a new founda­
tion of the emerging multipolar 
world order. The EU is a values- 
based organization, with less 
emphasis on geopolitics and 
more push for human rights, the 
rule of law, and mutual benefits 
as a cornerstone of international 
relations. These traits bring the 
EU close to the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence.

The Ukraine crisis, sanctions 
against Russia, and the protec­
tionist policy of the United 
States, including the adoption 
of the Inflation Reduction Act 
and the CHIPS and Science Act, 
have put enormous stress on the 
EU economy, undermining the 
model of social welfare upon 
which the union is based. Mean­
while, the US is continuing to

push the EU into its orbit of 
China deterrence. However, the 
EU has the choice of becoming 
an independent pole in the 
emerging new world order 
while keeping its strategic part­
nership with the US or becom­
ing a junior partner of the US 
and taking part in all US foreign 
policy endeavors.

Moreover, this is not an issue 
only about the EU and its 
future. Supposing die EU does 
get fully pulled into the US 
orbit, including its policy 
toward China, it will significant­
ly increase the chances of a new 
Cold War emerging between the 
West and other rising powers, 
while some actors will try to 
balance and hedge. Meanwhile, 
if China and the EU agree on 
pursuing the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence, the future 
multipolar world order will not 
become a jungle. 

In this scenario, China and 
the EU may offer a valuable 
alternative, which will be 
attractive to many rising, mid­
dle and minor powers. Of 
course, the EU and China have 
their contradictions, which 
span from human rights to the 
rales of economic competition, 
but the Five Principles of Peace­
ful Coexistence are not about 
allying with like-minded ones. 
On the contrary, they are about 
managing contradictions and 
preventing their transformation 
into conflicts, which will have 
adverse implications for every­

one.
Accepting the Five Principles 

of Peaceful Coexistence may 
provide the EU with the moral 
high ground, which was die 
hallmark of die union in die 
past, and will strengdien the 
EU’s role and influence. China 
and the EU now have a chance 
to set before the world an exam­
ple of responsible great power 
statesmanship, and it will be a 
mistake to let this opportunity 
pass by and bring the world 
closer to a new crisis.

-J
I

Editor’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. Enhanced dialogue between scholars from China and overseas is needed to build mutual understanding on many problems
the world faces. For this purpose, the China Watch Institute of China Daily and the National. Institute for Global Strategy, Chinese Academy ofSocialSciences,jointly present this special column: The Global 
Strategy Dialogue, in which expertsfrom China and abroad will offer insightful views, analysis andfresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.
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The author is chairman of the 
Center for Political and Econom­
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think tank powered by China
Daily. The views do not necessa­
rily reflect those of China Daily.

he global order is tran­
sitioning from a unipo­
lar structure, which 
emerged after the end

of the Cold War, to a more com­
plex and multipolar one. This 
transition is characterized by 
the relative decline of the West­
ern powers, led by the United 

States, and 
the eventual 
growth of 
economic and 
political influ­
ence of other 
powers, such 
as China, Rus­

sia, India and Brazil. As with 
every transition in global securi­
ty architecture, this phase of 
human history is full of contra­
dictions, tensions and conflicts. 
The Ukraine crisis, perhaps, is 
the most vivid example of this 
tantalizing process, as Russia 
and the West are inching closer 
to a direct military clash with 
unpredictable consequences for 
all humanity.

However, the emergence of a 
multipolar world order should 
not mean the return of jungle 
rule in international politics, 
where everyone is at logger­
heads with each other and 
“might is right” is the only prin­
ciple. Great powers should work 
diligently to find ways to coex­
ist, cooperate and manage con­
tradictions. In this context, the 
Five Principles of Peaceful Coex­
istence — mutual respect for 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, mutual nonaggres­
sion, noninterference in each 
other’s internal affairs, equality, 
and mutual benefit, and peace­
ful coexistence — initiated by 
China 70 years ago, still remain 
relevant.

Former Chinese premier 
Zhou Enlai proposed these 
ideas on Dec 31,1953, when he 
met an Indian government dele­
gation. In June 1954, premier 
Zhou visited India and Burma 
(now Myanmar). The Joint 
Statement of the Prime Minis­
ters of China and India, issued 
on June 28,1954, and the Joint 
Statement of the Prime Minis­
ters of China and Burma, issued 
a day later, affirmed the Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexist­
ence as guiding principles in 
their bilateral relations. Later, 
the Five Principles were formal-

his year marks the 70 th anni­
versary of the proposal of the 
Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence.

In June 1954, during former Chinese 
Premier Zhou Enlai’s visits to India 
and Burma (now Myanmar), China 
issued joint statements with the two 
countries, respectively, announcing 

tlie five principles as 
the guiding norms 
for bilateral rela­
tions and for their 
respective countries’ 
relations with other 
states in Asia and 
around the world. 

Once proposed, the five principles 
received widespread approval from 
many countries worldwide and gradu­
ally became fundamental norms for 
handling interstate relations. 

Having emerged in a complex his­
torical context, the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence hold even great­
er value in today’s world.

Aligned with the purposes and prin­
ciples of the United Nations Charter, 
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexist­
ence were proposed to address the 
complex border disputes between Chi­
na and India and between China and 
Burma, caused by Western colonial­
ism. Later, they served as the guide­
lines for countries with different 
historical and cultural backgrounds, 
social systems and national conditions 
to handle their interrelations.

The five principles are a condensed 
version of the seven basic principles of 
the UN Charter. Able to be universally 
applied, they have become the funda­
mental norms for maintaining inter­
national peace and security and 
promoting friendly relations among 
nations.

The Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence have made remarkable 
contributions to the developing coun­
tries’ pursuit of independence and lib­
eration after World War II, the 
maintenance of autonomy during the 
Cold War, the containment of hege­
monic thoughts and power politics, 
and the promotion of fairness and jus­
tice in the international community. 
History has proven that the five prin­
ciples transcend religions, ethnicities, 
systems and geographic boundaries as 
fundamental guidelines for interna­
tional relations.

The five principles reflect sovereign­
ty, autonomy, equality and the spirit of 
friendship. In an anarchic world, all 
international actors — states — seek to 
maximize their national interests. Due 
to the limited availability of land, 
resources and the natural environ­
ment, as well as the zero-sum nature 
of international power, it is inevitable 
that international actors compete,

conflict and clash with each other, 
which often ends up in wars. 

The first priority of human society 
should be to find out how nations can 
coexist, avoid war and conflict, and 
create a peaceful and stable interna­
tional environment The fundamental 
premises and purposes for this are the 
principle of “mutual respect for each 
other’s territorial integrity and sover­
eignty”, and the principle of “mutual 
nonaggression”.

Based on the basic rights of inde­
pendence and autonomy, developing 
countries which have gained national 
independence urgently seek autono­
my to handle their own domestic and 
foreign affairs. The principle of “mutu­
al noninterference in each other’s 
internal affairs” reflects this demand. 

Since modem times, Western coun­
tries have abused their technological, 
economic, and military advantages to 
invade, colonize, intervene and con­
trol many developing countries, 
resulting in an unjust, unequal, and 
irrational international order. The aim 
of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coex­
istence is to correct this with its 
emphasis on equality.

The five principles not only focus on 
preventing harm and maintaining the 
bottom line of international relations, 
but also emphasize on the building of 
harmonious relations among coun­
tries through “cooperation for mutual 
benefit”

In the context of international poli­
tics today, the Five Principles of Peace­
ful Coexistence are not outdated but 
hold even greater value and signifi­
cance.

When hegemonic states, for their 
selfish interests in maintaining hege­
monic positions, provoke great power 
games and push for bloc confronta­
tions, the world suffers from division, 
turmoil, and even conflicts. Peace and 
development are facing daunting chal­
lenges.

With countries around the world 
either getting dragged into confronta­
tion or facing pressure to “choose 
sides”, their sovereignty, independ­
ence, and friendly cooperation are 
under threat Given this backdrop, the 
world needs the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence more than ever, 
as the international community 
strives to maintain world peace, stabil­
ity, and development, to establish a 
fair and reasonable international 
order, and to create a better world. 

China is the initiator, defender, and 
practitioner of the five principles. In 
today’s turbulent world, China firmly 
supports the international system 
with the UN at its core, the interna­
tional order based on international 
law, and the basic norms of interna­
tional relations based on the purposes

and principles of the UN Charter. Chi­
na resolutely upholds multilateralism. 

At a time when the role and status 
of the UN are increasingly questioned 
and challenged, China’s firm support 
for the UN is invaluable. UN Secre­
tary-General Antonio Guterres once 
said that “China has been a strong but­
tress to the UN” and that “partnership 
with China is an important pillar of 
the UN and multilateralism”. 

China firmly opposes hegemony 
and power politics, unilateralism and 
protectionism, Cold War mentality 
and bloc confrontations, “small yards 
with high fences” and “decoupling” all 
of which pose a danger to world peace, 
stability and development. 

As the largest trading partner of 
nearly two-thirds of the countries in 
the world, China adheres to an open 
and inclusive foreign policy, and pur­
sues win-wan cooperation. 

China strives to safeguard the sover­
eignty, autonomy and development 
interests of all countries, especially 
those small and weak, daring to speak 
out for them. It defends international 
fairness and justice, and works for a 
more just and equitable international 
order. For instance, on the Palestine-Is­
rael issue, China speaks out for the Pal­
estinian people who suffer from 
injustice and are enduring a severe 
humanitarian disaster, and it advocates 
for the adoption of the two-state solu­
tion and the resolution on cease-fire. 

Shouldering its responsibilities as a 
major country, China has proposed 
and implemented the Belt and Road 
Initiative. Underpinned by the vision 
to build a community with a shared 
future for mankind, the initiative aims 
to forge friendly ties and advance 
human progress and development. 
China’s ideas, policies, and actions 
have added stability and certainty to a 
complex and volatile world, making 
China an important force for world 
peace, security, and stability, as well as 
a key contributor to growth and pros­
perity.

China is now on track to drive the 
great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation through Chinese-style modern­
ization. Its growth and success will 
bring benefits to the entire world, 
especially to the vast number of devel­
oping countries on their journey of 
modernization.

\

Accepting the Five 
Principles of 

Peaceful Coexistence 
may provide the EU 
with the moral high 
ground, which was 
the hallmark of the 

union in the past, and 
will strengthen the

EU’s role and 
influence. China and 
the EU now have a 
chance to set before 

the world an example 
of responsible 
great power 

statesmanship, and it 
will be a mistake to 
let this opportunity 

pass by and bring the 
world closer to a new 

crisis.

China and. the EU should work diligently 
together to find a way to peacefully coexist, 

setting an example for the world

With countries getting dragged into confrontation, the world 
needs the five principles more than ever to maintain stability
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Noblewoman from the past gives researchers new insight
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The exhibition took three years to 
prepare and is co-organized with 
the Digital Library of China and US’ 
Massachusetts-based Harvard FAS 
CAMlab, an art team established by 
Eugene Y. Wang, an art professor at 
Harvard University.

“Life is a question that humanity

doubts about the depiction, suggest­
ing that the facial features of the 
marquise, particularly the nose, 
bear a striking resemblance to Yuan. 
They suspect that Yuan may have 
used his own face as a reference in 
the reconstruction of Xin Zhui’s 
appearance.

beauty” expected by the public.
“Due to the diversity of facial fea­

tures, there are similar types but no 
exact matches. We restored her 
appearance as accurately as possi­
ble,” Yuan says.

After the release of Xin Zhui’s dig­
ital image, some netizens raised

tanding under a giant LED 
dome, visitors to Hunan 
Museum in Changsha, Cen­
tral China’s Hunan province,

immerse themselves in a journey of 
the immortals dominated by mythi­
cal creatures imagined by people 
from about 2,100 years ago.

In the underground world, two 
colossal whales swim in dark waters 
while a towering giant hoists the 
entire earthly plane. Above, in the 
human realm, mourners gather for 
solemn burial rites, praying for the 
departed to transcend into celestial 
beings. Meanwhile, in heaven, 
mythical guardians stand vigilant, 
illuminating the path forward.

Welcome to the digital exhibition, 
The Art of Life: Multimedia Exhibi­
tion of Mawangdui Han Culture, 
where you can experience the vivid 
imaginations and artistic expres­
sions regarding the universe and life 
of people from the Western Han 
Dynasty (206 BC-AD 24). It’s an 
innovative, digital endeavor by Hun­
an Museum to showcase its archaeo­
logical findings of the Mawangdui 
Han Tombs, where 3,000 pieces of 
treasured artifacts and a well-pre­
served female body dating back over 
2 millennia were unearthed in 1972. 
Recognized as one of the most sig­
nificant archaeological discoveries 
in China in the 20th century, it has 
attracted widespread attention both 
domestically and internationally.

“The digital exhibition tells ancient 
stories by employing the language of 
contemporary art,” says Duan 
Xiaoming, director of Hunan Muse­
um. “I’m a little nervous about wheth­
er visitors will like it or not. It’s rare 
for a museum to present an archaeo­
logical exhibition in such a way”

The exhibition, opened on June 8 
and running until next February, uses 
technologies such as naked-eye 3D 
and holographic projections to offer 
an immersive experience and a visual 
feast inspired by artifacts found in 
the tomb of the Marquis Dai’s wife, 
Xin Zhui, whose un-mummified 
body was so well-preserved that med­
ical experts were able to perform a 
full checkup, gynecological examina­
tion and autopsy. Many exquisite 
items, such as embroidered silk, lac­
querware, musical instruments and 
wooden figures, were also unearthed 
from the tomb.

The digital exhibition features pat­
terns and art designs inspired by Xin 
Zhui’s tomb, but does not display any 
actual relics. In three years, the muse­
um has created about 1,800 3D digi­
tal models of the artifacts and taken 
nearly 60,000 photos of the relics.

The exhibition consists of three 
sections. Space and Time features a 
digital layout of Xin Zhui’s tomb, a 
central coffin chamber surrounded 
by four compartments and all the 
items buried in her tomb; Ying and 
Yang focuses on the imaginative 
patterns painted on the four nested 
lacquer coffins; and theLi/e section 
re-creates the painting depicted on a 
T-shaped silk banner laid on the sur­
face of the innermost coffin.

“I think it’s an exploration for a 
museum’s future archaeological 
exhibitions. Transforming from 
viewing real relics to an immersive, 
theatrical and virtual experience, 
digital exhibitions can break the 
boundaries of time and space,” 
Duan says. “It’s easy for such exhibi­
tions to tour across the world.”

The tomb of Xin Zhui offers a 
glimpse into the funerary practices 
and cosmological beliefs of the Han 
Dynasty. The elaborate burial goods 
and the design of the tombs reflect 
the importance of the afterlife and 
the desire for immortality.

Apart from the painting on the

Exhibition brings creative way to connect to excavated relics, artifacts and 
people, Deng Zhangyu reports in Changsha.

In early June, Hunan Museum 
stated that the digital representa­
tion of Xin Zhui has no connection 
to the face of Yuan, the reconstruc­
tion expert.

It was not the first time the muse­
um has attempted to restore Xin 
Zhui’s appearance. In 2002, it invit­
ed a professor of forensic medicine 
to reconstruct the facial images at 
four different ages — 7,18,30 and 50 
years old. The next year, it unveiled a 
statue of Xin Zhui based on the 
painted images.

Explaining why the museum tried 
repeatedly to reconstruct the noble­
woman’s appearance, Zhang Xing- 
guo, an assistant researcher at the 
Hunan Provincial Institute of Cul­
tural Relics and Archaeology, says 
that chasing the truth about history 
is a key part of how humans move 
forward. “To get closer to what real­
ly happened, we need to use scientif­
ic methods,” Zhang says.

In June, the digital rendition of 
Xin Zhui was showcased on large 
screens at a metro station in Chang­
sha. Plans are underway for an inter­
active artificial intelligence-driven 
version of the marquise. Xin Zhui is 
anticipated to serve as a cultural rel­
ics interpreter and engage in real­
time conversations with visitors.

I

T-shaped funeral banner mapping 
out an ascending journey to heaven, 
symbols, patterns and paintings on 
the four nested coffins also show vivid 
imagination regarding a safe passage 
to the afterlife. The painting on the 
third coffin used bright colors to 
depict the sun, mountains and auspi-

1

has been pondering for thousands 
of years. The Han Dynasty (206 
BC-AD 220) people’s concept of the 
cosmos and life, to some extent, are 
from the same perspective as those 
in the 21st century,” says Wang, 
explaining why they chose “life” as 
the theme of the show.

r ■

cious animals, such as the dragon, 
tiger and deer. It illustrates the jour­
ney of a soul traveling through dark­
ness into the eternal realm. The 
innermost coffin is adorned with 
feathers, symbolizing the hope that 
they would aid the deceased in 
ascending to immortality.

The exhibition used all these ele­
ments and turned them into a visual 
feast, “an artistic and abstract way to 
tell the stories of the Han Dynasty 
tombs”, says Lyu Chenchen, associate 
director of Harvard FAS CAMlab.

“It is a distillation of the Western 
Han Dynasty’s cosmology and view 
of life. We aim to enable audiences to 
look beyond the surface and engage 
more deeply with the conceptual 
world of early Chinese civilization, 
to glimpse the spiritual world of the 
people of that era and their artistic 
imaginations,” Lyu says.

The Han Dynasty was an era of 
grand tomb construction. Nobles 
began building their tombs while 
they were still alive, making it one of 
the most significant undertakings of 
their lifetimes. Even though people 
knew living forever was just a fantasy, 
their strong belief in eternal life and 
an everlasting soul kept them deter­
mined, as they saw “death” as just 
another form of “life” and believed 
life continued in a different way.

Since the excavation of the Maw­
angdui Han Tombs in the early 
1970s, the rich relics found within 
have been exhibited both in and out 
of China, attracting large numbers of 
visitors. With the opening of the dig­
ital exhibition, Duan says that it is 
more convenient for the museum to 
hold exhibitions outside China with­
out the complicated transportation 
of the actual relics. A global tour is 
currently being planned.

He adds that it will also help them 
to attract more young visitors. ‘We 
used the traditional way to exhibit our 
relics for years. It’s time for us to 
change and employ the way adored by 
the younger generation,” Duan says.

Jia Yan, an art professor at Peking 
University in Beijing, came to the 
show on its opening day with her 
14-year-old daughter. They went to 
the third floor of the museum first, 
where the relics of the tombs are dis­
played. However, her daughter 
found it a little bit difficult to 
engage, failing to feel the connec­
tion with the artifacts that her 
mother hoped for.

When the daughter entered the 
digital exhibition on the first floor, 
she immediately responded and 
told Jia that everything in the digital 
show related to the artifacts she 
viewed on the third floor. When Jia 
asked her daughter whether she 
would like to go back to take anoth­
er look at the real relics, the teenager 
quickly said, ‘Yes.”

“The show provides us with 
another way to present relic-related 
exhibitions. The three sections of 
the digital exhibition are like a typi­
cal three-act drama. It brings people 
from a state of shock back to one of 
tranquility or delight,” Jia says.

A

What did a noblewoman dating 
back more than 2,100 years look 
like? This enigmatic question was 
answered in dramatic fashion when 
Hunan Museum in Changsha, Hun­
an province, unveiled a 3D digital 
image of the human female remains 
recently, the longest-preserved “wet” 
human body ever found in China.

Xin Zhui, also called Lady Dai, 
was unearthed from a tomb at the 
Mawangdui site in 1972 in Chang­
sha. The other two tombs discov­
ered next to hers belonged to her 
husband Li Cang, the Marquis of 
Dai, and their son. More than 3,000 
artifacts were also uncovered, mak­
ing it one of the most significant 
archaeological discoveries of the 
20th century in China.

When the noblewoman was dis­
covered, her body was found to be 
intact and in a remarkable state of 
preservation.

Her skin remained moist, her sub­
cutaneous soft tissue had retained 
its elasticity and some joints were 
still movable. Even her eyelashes 
were in place and the lines on her 
fingers and toes were discernible, 
leading to the estimation that she 
was about 50 years old when she
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Center: A T-shaped silk banner 
from Xin Zhui’s tomb at the 

Mawangdui Han Tombs in Hunan 
province is one of the inspirations 
for a digital exhibition at Hunan 

Museum. 
WANG KAIHAO / CHINA DAILY

Left and right: Lacquerware items 
from the Mawangdui Han Tombs 

helped inspire the exhibition. 
PHOTOS BY WANG KAIHAO / CHINA DAILY

Clockwise from below left: 
Projected creative scenes 
displayed to visitors at the 

digital exhibition, The Art of 
Life: Multimedia Exhibition of 

MawangduiHan Culture. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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died, says Duan Xiaoming, director 
of Hunan Museum. 

Xin Zhui’s face was swollen, 
deformed and decayed at the time of 
excavation, making it impossible to 
know her appearance when she was 
alive. The 3D digital version of Xin 
Zhui was based primarily on X-ray 
scans of her skull. 

The museum released a full-body 
version of Xin Zhui in a seated posi­
tion at 35 years old and a head image 
of her at 50 years old. 

The digital project started last 
October. To protect Xin Zhui’s body, 
experts did not directly handle it. 
Instead, they relied on close, multi­
angled observations and measure­
ments of the cadaver, practical 
experience, database sample com­
parisons, pathological examina­
tions at the time of excavation and Left: Facial reconstruction expert Yuan Zhongbiao (front) instructs a colleague working on the digital 
research on early Han Dynasty (206 versions of Xin Zhui, wife of the Marquis of Dai, whose remains were unearthed from a tomb at the 
BC-AD 220) makeup to infer her Mawangdui site in Changsha, Hunan province. Right: A 3D image of Xin Zhui at the age of 35. 
appearance, demeanor and other photos by xinhua 
physical characteristics. 

Additionally, they paid special in January of this year. Details of her
attention to the image of the hunched hairstyle, headwear and clothing are
Xin Zhui depicted in a T-shaped silk yet to be refined.
painting, which corresponded with Yuan Zhongbiao, a facial recon-
lumbar disease symptoms found dur- struction expert involved in the digi-
ing the pathological examination of tai version of Xin Zhui, says in terms
the body. The expert team completed of facial appearance, Xin Zhui was
the preliminary facial reconstruction relatively ordinary and not the “noble
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Berlin orchestra sets a masterful tone
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Something in the air as festival attracts global talent
By ZHANG KUN
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popular locations in Shanghai,” says 
Li Ming, president of the center for 
the arts festival. “From the most 
dedicated music lovers to ordinary 
folks, from professional instrumen­
talists to young music students, 
everyone in the city will have the 
opportunity to encounter the musi­
cians during their stay.”

On the first concert on Wednes­
day, the Berliner Philharmoniker 
performed under the baton of Pet­
renko, chief conductor and artistic 
director of the company since the 
2019/20 season, at the Shanghai

8erlil>«
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concerts has carried on for almost a 
century in Shanghai.”

The Shanghai Symphony Orches­
tra is celebrating its 145th birthday 
this year and its 15 th installment of 
the MISA festival.

“The orchestra has come a long 
way, following the development of 
urban civilization in Shanghai. 
Step-by-step, we have helped to 
bring people and music closer, 
which has become an indispensable 
part of everyday life in the city,” 
Zhou says.

MISA, jointly hosted by the

Grand Theatre, the same repertoire 
as its end-of-season concert at Wald- 
buhne in Berlin on June 22, a grand 
outdoor event attended by more 
than 22,000 spectators.

Chinese pianist Yuja Wang has 
collaborated with the Berliner Phil­
harmoniker often and played Sergei 
Prokofiev’s Concerto for Piano and 
Orchestra No 1 in D major at the 
concert. On Saturday Wang will join 
the company again to play Beetho­
ven’s Piano Concerto No 4 in G 
major.

The unique sound of the Berliner

“rare composer who opens our ears 
a little wider each time” by the Chic­
ago Tribune.

Some instraments that are less 
heard in symphony concerts, such 
as the harmonica, accordion and 
saxophone, will take center stage at 
MISA this year.

“I’ve waited for 10 years for this 
phone call inviting me to perform 
again in Shanghai,” Gianluca Litte- 
ra, a renowned Italian harmonica 
performer, says about his excite­
ment for the concert with conductor 
Zhang Lu and string players of the 
Shanghai Symphony Orchestra on 
July 5. Together they will present a 
free concert at the Shanghai Urban 
Music Lawn Gordon Jacob’s Five 
Pieces for Harmonica and Strings, 
as well as some of the most popular 
film music by Ennio Morricone.

On July 15, the Shanghai Sympho­
ny Orchestra will conclude this 
year’s MISA with a concert celebrat­
ing the centennial commemoration 
of martial aits novelist Louis Cha.

Yu Long will join hands with vio­
linist Wang Jing and Chinese zhudi 
(bamboo flute) player Feng Tianshi 
to present Wu Xia (Martial Art 
Heroes), a new composition cele­
brating Cha’s life and art, by Liang 
Haoyi, alongside violin concerto 
Hero by Oscar-winning composer 
Tan Dun.

The opening gala concert will 
take place on the main stage of the 
Jaguar Shanghai Symphony Hall on 
Monday under the batons of four 
conductors — Yu Long, music 
director of the Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra, Yang Yang, Huang Yi and 
Sun Yifan — performing with some 
of the most celebrated Chinese solo­
ists in the global music scene.

The New York Philharmonic, in 
its long-term strategic partnership 
with the Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra and the MISA festival, 
will be returning to Shanghai with

orchestra and the Shanghai Munici­
pal Education Commission, is a 
cross-genre music festival centered 
on classical music committed to 
integrating it into the urban lifestyle 
and cultural scenes.

This year, in addition to perform­
ances in the concert hall and cham­
ber hall at the Jaguar Shanghai 
Symphony Hall, the MISA program 
also includes seven free open-air 
events, five cultural talks and 13 
“Across the City” activities, which 
will see musicians performing at 
landmarks around the city.

Left: Jaap van Zweden will conduct the New York Philharmonic in two concerts at the MISA festival. Right: Makoto Ozone, born in Kobe,
Japan, will perform with his jazz quartet at the Urban Music Lawn on July 12. photos provided to china daily

the full orchestra for the first time 
since 2019.

Music director Jaap van Zweden 
will conduct the orchestra in two con­
certs at the MISA festival. The first 
show on Tuesday wfll feature bari­
tone Thomas Hampson, who wall 
sing selections from Mahler’s song 
cycle Des Knaben Wunderhorn.

Also, a new composition titled 
Lumina by Nina Shekhar will make 
its China premiere at the concert. 
The young female composer has 
been praised as “tart and compel­
ling” by The New York Times and a

to support and let others shine.” 
Aside from the four symphony 

and seven chamber ensemble con­
certs, the company will hold master 
classes, play in a range of noncon- 
ventional venues and engage with 
the community. On Friday, Mei and 
several colleagues are set to go to 
suburban Shanghai’s Lingang area 
and play a chamber concert at 
Dishui Lake Theater.

Educational programs have always 
been a priority for the Berliner Phil­
harmoniker since Simon Rattle took 
up the position of music director 
(2002-18), according to Zietz- 
schmann. ‘We want to have a big out­
reach and help as many people as 
possible get acquainted with classical 
music,” she says. “In Berlin, we have a 
program for babies a couple of 
months old to elderly people. Since 
we are doing a resident program in 
Shanghai, we have the time to do 
more than play symphony concerts.” 

Not everybody can come to those 
concerts, Bendix-Balgley says. “So we 
must engage with the community and 
music lovers around the city, in differ­
ent settings than the concert hall. 

“It’s meaningful to have a musical 
exchange with people here, which is 
meaningful to build the relationship 
and have some sort of impact on the 
next generation of musicians and 
music lovers,” he says.

Philharmoniker has been built over 
many decades and many genera­
tions of artists in cooperation with 
the music directors, according to 
Noah Bendix-Balgley, the first con­
certmaster of the company.

In the Berlin Philharmonic, 
there’s a great tiadition of individual 
creativity and thinking about the 
orchestra as a sort of chamber 
music, he tells China Daily. “There’s 
so much personality and individual 
brilliance among the members and 
we try to bring that together.”

At concerts, instead of perform­
ing exactly what is prepared, musi­
cians are ready to reach beyond that 
and take risks, he says, “and that’s 
something that I enjoy about the 
orchestra”

“Counting myself, musicians with 
the Berliner Philharmoniker come 
from 32 countries and regions,” Mei, 
the first principal viola player and 
the first Chinese musician of the 
Berliner Philharmoniker, tells 
China Daily. “Through my two 
music seasons with the company, I 
have gained more understanding 
that music is an art without borders 
... we have all come together to serve 
the music ... I am not so naive as to 
believe that my joining will bring 
any immediate change to the sound 
of our company. There are more 
than 100 of us and we must work as 
one. I need to know when to show 
my individuality and lead my sec­
tion but mostly I need to learn when

The Berliner Philharmoniker 
begins its 10-day residence in 
Shanghai this week from Monday to 
next Tuesday. The prestigious 
orchestra from Germany wall join 
hands with Chinese pianist Yuja 
Wang to present 11 concerts, includ­
ing four symphonic performances, 
and a series of educational projects 
around the city.

This is the first time the 142-year- 
old German symphony will hold a 
residency program in China. More 
than 6,000 tickets for four sympho­
ny concerts sold out within five min­
utes in April, when ticket sales 
kicked off, according to the China 
Shanghai International Arts Festi­
val, host of the program. The festival 
also revealed that more than 40 per­
cent of the ticket buyers were not 
from Shanghai, but 21 other provin­
ces and cities across China and 
abroad.

This is the fourth time the Berlin­
er Philharmoniker will perform in 
Shanghai and its sixth visit to China. 
Andrea Zietzschmann, general 
manager of the Berliner Philhar­
moniker Foundation, is impressed 
with China’s excitement for the 
orchestra and the growing public 
enthusiasm for classical music, 
especially among young audiences. 
She says that a series of outstanding 
musicians have come from China, 
such as Yuja Wang and Lang Lang, 
and the orchestra received its first 
Chinese musician in the 2019/20 
season. Thirty-year-old Mei Diyang 
is the first viola principal of the com­
pany from China.

“We really want to create an 
impact in China," Zietzschmann 
tells China Daily on Monday.

In contrast to the usual tour 
schedule when the company would 
stay no more than 2 days in a city, 
the residency allows it to present “a 
whole showcase of the Berliner Phil­
harmoniker and what we do at 
home” She says: ‘We are not only 
bringing four symphonic concerts 
and a wide repertoire with our 
music director Kirill Petrenko, but 
we will also perform seven chamber 
concerts and a lot of educational 
activities.

“The whole idea and aim is to get 
to know the people of Shanghai bet­
ter, to create friendship, to have a 
good exchange, and to give an idea 
of w'hatthe orchestra is like in differ­
ent aspects.”

These concerts and public events 
will take members of the German 
orchestra to “theaters, school cam­
puses, cultural landmarks and other
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Andrea Zietzschmann (right), general manager of Berliner 
Philharmoniker Foundation, gives free tickets to two visually 
impaired children on Monday.

Above: The Berliner Philharmoniker presented its first concert, featuring pianist Yuja Wang, at the Shanghai Grand Theatre on Wednesday.
Right bottom: Its percussionist Raphael Haeger talks with a Chinese opera actor in Shanghai on Tuesday, photos provided to china daily

From top: Two posters for the 
concerts in Shanghai. Jelka 
Weber from the orchestra plays 
the Chinese bamboo flute.

Shanghai will host some big­
name artists from all over the world 
at an upcoming music festival, with 
the premiere of new compositions 
and arrangements.

Music in the Summer Air, or 
MISA, is a festival held by the 
Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, 
which will take place from Monday 
to July 15.

The 24 live concerts and an exten­
sive collection of other music events 
around Shanghai will feature artists 
and ensembles including the New 
York Philharmonic, cellists Wang 
Jian and Qin Liwei, violinist Ning 
Feng, pianist Zhang Haochen, harp­
sichordist Fabio Bonizzoni and the 
Makoto Ozone Jazz Quartet.

A vintage program card in the 
archives of the Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra shows that Mario Paci, 
then director of the Shanghai 
Municipal Orchestra, conducted the 
orchestra and played a concert at 
Hongkew Park, now known as Lu 
Xun Park, on a summer evening in 
1926.

The program card is the earliest 
documentation of summer outdoor 
concerts in Shanghai, says Zhou 
Ping, director of the orchestra.

“If we count from that concert, 
the tradition of summer outdoor
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Philharmoniker 
puts on 11 concerts 
along with 
educational 
projects to boost 
love for music, 
Zhang Kun reports.
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ThoughtsZhan Chunpei (center) is captain of the Haixun 01, a 5,000-ton patrol vessel belonging to the Shanghai Maritime Safety Administration, photos provided to china daily
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It is a memory that will forever 
be etched in my mind. To the 
accompaniment of pulsating music 
amid a sea of color and movement, 
die global audience looked on in 
awe as China greeted the world at 
die 2008 Olympics opening ceremo­
ny in Beijing with the welcoming 
and touching Confucian proverb, 
“Friends have come from afar, how 
happy we are”.

I sat at home in the United King­
dom marveling at this spectacle, 
transfixed by this blend of flawless 
choreography and cutting-edge 
technology that was clearly 

steeped in ancient 
Chinese history 
and tradition. 

Yet, like so many 
foreigners, I was 
ashamedly rather 
ignorant of just 
how revered die 
philosopher Confu­
cius was in China, 
and how his teach­
ings have, and still 
continue to play 
such an important

role in Chinese history, culture and 
society. His teachings stand the test 
of time and remain the cornerstone 
of a proud, respectful, sincere and 
innovative nation.

I could never have imagined tiiat 
nearly 16 years later, thanks to China 
Daily and die hospitality and kind­
ness of the Cyberspace Administra­
tion of Shandong, I would be part of 
a group of international media invit­
ed to visit Qufu, the hometown of 
Confucius (551-479 BC). 

Located in Jining in Shandong 
province, Qufu is naturally proud of 
its heritage and expertly keeps the 
spirit of Confucius alive thanks to 
an array of historical and modern 
sites, including the Confucius Muse­
um. Here we learned about the 
man, his life and teachings, as well 
as about Chinese civilization 
through a fascinating variety of 
exhibits and musical instruments. 

One tiling is evident though, hav­
ing tried my hand at the zhong 
(bells), the qing (a stone chime) and 
theguqin (Chinese zither), sadly I 
don’t tiiink I will be invited to join 
die talented group of artists who 
wowed us witii traditional music 
upon our arrival at die museum. 

And to emphasize my lack of 
musical ability, I am just relieved 
die public did not have to witness 
my feeble attempts at performing 
the yiwu, a dance used in sacrificial 
rites in ancient China ahead of die 
incredible memorial ceremony at 
die Confucius Temple. 

The legacy of Confucius in this 
part of Shandong is woven into 
the fabric of people’s lives. We 
delved into the rich cultural histo­
ry by learning ancient practices 
that are kept alive through skills 
such as calligraphy, as demon­
strated by Kong Xiangsheng, a 
renowned calligrapher and 
descendant of Confucius. 

The Kong Family Mansion, where 
die descendants of Confucius lived 
and where historical artifacts are 
preserved, was the setting to learn 
to make shadow puppets and Kong- 
fu pastry, and do some stone-rub­
bing, while the Lu Brocade Museum 
gave us the chance to try embroi­
dery, weaving and make knot but­
tons and thread-bound books, as 
well as learn costume etiquette dur­
ing our whistle-stop tour. 

Our last port of call was Rong- 
cheng, a picturesque fishing village 
situated in Weihai on the eastern­
most tip of Shandong, which is 
enjoying a boom in tourism. 

Thanks to its mix of golden beach­
es, delicious seafood and cultural 
heiitage of seaweed-roofed build­
ings, such as the Yuying Elementary 
School and the Sanggou Bay Marine 
Ranch in Linjialiu village, a delight­
ful homestay, this captivating region 
makes for a wonderful visit. 

Having only moved to China 
about three months ago, I’ve not 
had much of chance to experience 
life outside Beijing, but Confucius 
once said, “Wheresoever you go, go 
with all your heart”, and that is 
exactly what I plan to do whenever I 
get the chance to see more of this 
wonderful historic, friendly, majes­
tic and vibrant country.
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This belief was borne in late 
2015 when a fishing vessel cap­
sized in the Yangtze River’s estu­
ary area, leading to nine people 
going missing. As third officer, 
Zhan assisted the captain with 
on-site coordination.

“Our first scan of the vessel 
detected no signs of life. As we were 
about to depart, our boatswain 
took the risk of jumping onto the 
overturned hull for a final check, 
and he was able to hear a survivor,” 
Zhan says. “The captain immedi­
ately requested assistance from tire 
maritime rescue center, and after 
efforts by all parties involved, we 
successfully rescued a fisherman, 
who had been trapped for 36 
hours.”

In January 2018, she faced one of 
her most challenging missions 
when the Sanchi, a tanker carrying 
110,000 metric tons of highly flam­
mable condensate oil, collided with

another vessel in the East China 
Sea and caught fire. By then a sec­
ond officer, Zhan was urgentiy 
recalled from leave.

“As the on-site command vessel, 
we had to get close to the stricken 
ship for an inspection,” Zhan says. 
“We had multiple tasks — rescuing 
people in distress, controlling the 
fire, and monitoring oil spills. It 
was a significant challenge and 
required us to balance our own 
safety with coordinating 32 surface 
and air rescue units, both domestic 
and international.”

A clear mind was needed.
“Emotions can cloud your judg­

ment, so I’ve learned to remain dis­
passionate when lives are at stake,” 
she explains. “You can reflect on 
the tragedy later; but in that 
moment, it’s essential to be calm 
and collected.”

The operation took 117 days to 
complete.

Such intense situations have 
honed Zhan’s ability to analyze 
calmly, respond coolly, and develop 
rapidly as a maritime professional. 
In 2020, she was promoted to chief 
officer, and given command of the 
deck department and crew.

Three months ago, she reached 
her biggest career milestone yet, 
not only becoming captain, but 
also the first female captain of a 
public oceangoing ship in China. 

“That first time I took the Hai­
xun 01 into port as captain, I felt an 
incredible sense of accomplish­
ment,” she says. “Precisely maneu­
vering a vessel tiiis size between 
other ships, while factoring in the 
wind, currents, and everything, is 
an immense challenge, but one I 
relish.”

According to a 2023 report on 
the development of seafarers, there 
were nearly 2 million registered 
seafarers under die age of 65 in 
China at die end of last year, with 
women accounting for approxi­
mately 15 percent. While acknowl­
edging die unique challenges 
women face as a minority in the 
maritime sector, Zhan says that 
gender is not a factor in her work. 

She notes that the greatest pres­
sure probably comes from the 
attention she receives as one of the 
few women in the field.

“When I first started, I had to 
find a way to integrate with the 
team. My first step was to be 
accepted, then to achieve results, 
and gain recognition,” she says, 
recalling her early days onboard. 

She argues that the job itself is 
gender-neutral.

“Being male or female isn’t the 
determining factor. We should 
respect individual differences. Not 
all men are suited for work

t just 33, Zhan Chunpei 
has already achieved sev­
eral significant mile- 

. stones in her maritime 
career. She is the captain of die 
Haixun 01, a 5,000-ton patrol vessel 
belonging to die Shanghai Mari­
time Safety Administration, and 
manages a 35-person crew, making 
her the first female captain of a pub­
lic oceangoing ship in China, and 
she has participated in 20 major 
search and rescue missions, includ­
ing the search for the missing 
Malaysia Airlines flight MH370.

“I call myself a real ‘sister who 
makes waves’” she tells China Daily 
in an exclusive interview, referring 
to the popular reality show Sisters 
Who Make Waves, in which female 
celebrities, mostly over the age of 
30, are challenged to stage per­
formances tiiat defy Chinese show­
biz stereotypes about age.

Zhan began her maritime career 
at the Shanghai Maritime Safety 
Administration after graduating 
from the Shanghai Maritime Uni­
versity in 2013. Despite having a 
variety of opportunities open to 
her, she chose to dedicate herself to 
life at sea.

When she heard that the Haixun 
01, one of the country’s largest and 
most advanced maritime patrol 
and rescue vessels at die time, was 
being commissioned, Zhan set her 
sights on it.

“I requested a shipboard posi­
tion several times until a chance 
finally opened up,” she says.

Her opportunity came in 2014 
when the Haixun 01 was dispatched 
as command ship for the Chinese 
fleet taking part in the search for 
Flight MH37O in die southern 
reaches of die Indian Ocean. The 
ship was in urgent need of rescue 
personnel and Zhan volunteered, 
becoming a trainee third officer. The 
experience gave her a passion for 
maritime rescue operations.

“I would say die starting point of 
my maritime rescue career was 
quite high,” she says. “As die on-site 
command ship for the Chinese 
fleet, we demonstrated China’s 
technical prowess, and our com­
mitment to international search 
and rescue efforts.”

Zhan’s involvement in multiple 
search and rescue missions 
changed her perception of mari­
time rescue operations. Before they 
can enjoy the knowledge that they 
have helped save people, often at 
the very last moment, rescuers 
have to deal with the pressure of 
searching the vast, featureless 
ocean for signs of life.

“Still, every additional effort we 
make gives those in distress anoth­
er chance of survival,” she says.

♦
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China’s first female captain of a public oceangoing ship talks rescue missions 
and life on the high seas, Zheng Zheng reports in Shanghai.
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Top: Zhan in a work meeting. Above: She is the first female captain 
of a public oceangoing ship in China and has taken part in around
20 major search and rescue missions.

Fl F? onboard, nor are all women unsuit­
ed. What matters is their passion 
for the work and how well it aligns 
with their abilities.”

Zhan also believes that increased 
female participation has demysti­
fied a role once seen as purely male, 
and that diversity of perspective is 
a strength.

“Having both genders creates 
different perspectives and voices 
when it comes to approaching 
issues. It fosters a more diverse 
environment conducive to overall 
development,” she says.

Zhan adds that technological 
advancements and automation 
have reduced the physical 
demands of many maritime jobs, 
making them more accessible to 
women. “Today, it’s more about 
endurance and mental acuity. With 
a healtiiy lifestyle and regular exer­
cise, most tasks are manageable for 
women.”

She also advocates for measures 
to attract more women to the mari­
time sector, suggesting more tai­
lored career plans and support 
systems. “For instance, we could 
ensure that the necessary feminine 
hygiene products are available 
onboard, especially on long-dis­
tance voyages.”

Beyond her maritime duties, 
Zhan has been involved in academic 
research to improve psychological 
support for survivors of maritime 
accidents. Having witnessed the 
mental harm resulting from such 
terrifying experiences, she is deter­
mined to complement rescues with 
mental healtii assistance.

Through partnerships with 
major hospitals, Zhan and her col­
leagues are seeking to develop 
comprehensive emergency plans 
that improve efficiency while 
addressing the psychological needs 
of survivors.

“Rescuing a person is only half 
the battie,” she says. “Neglecting 
their psychological wounds does 
them a disservice. My dream is for 
this human element to become an 
integral part of our rescue protocol.” 

Looking ahead, Zhan is aiming 
higher.

“I hope to contribute more to the 
maritime sector and be a voice for 
women in different roles within the 
field,” she says.

For those considering a mari­
time career, Zhan has a piece of 
advice. “If you have a passion for 
this kind of work or a dream to 
enter the field, take the plunge. The 
difficulties you imagine are often 
far greater than those you encoun­
ter in reality.”
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