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bullet pierced his right ear. Another 
shot killed a spectator at the rally on 
Saturday.

Cooks, a resident of Bethel Park, 
a Pittsburgh suburb, was killed by 
Secret Service snipers who were 
positioned on another rooftop, but 
not before he managed to fire several 
rounds.

A local police officer climbed to 
the roof and encountered Crooks, 
who pointed his rifle at the officer. 
The Associated Press reported. The 
officer retreated down a ladder, and 
Crooks quickly took a shot toward 
Trump. That is when the Secret Ser­
vice countersnipers shot him, said
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institution designed to address the 
region’s specific needs, the SCO 
charter emphasizes goals such as 
strengthening mutual trust, friend­
ship and good neighborliness 
between member states, while 
jointly ensuring regional peace, 
security and stability.

Founded in 2001, the SCO serves 
as a crucial platform for dialogue 
and cooperation among its member 
states. Originally emerging from 
the Shanghai Five mechanism, 
which was established in 1996 by 
China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia and Tajikistan, the SCO for­
mally took shape on June 15,2001, 
when these nations, along with 
Uzbekistan, convened in Shanghai 
to enhance political and economic 
cooperation.

At its first summit in 2001, the 
organization adopted the Shang­
hai Convention on Combating Ter­
rorism, Separatism and 
Extremism, making the fight 
against these threats a fundamen­
tal mission. This proactive stance 
predated the West’s heightened 
concern over such issues, show­
casing the SCO’s foresight and 
regional commitment.

The SCO’s approach, emphasiz­
ing cooperation and mutual secu­
rity within Eurasia, reflects its 
purpose-built nature, responding 
effectively to the evolving geopo­
litical landscape and standing as 
a testament to a different model 
of international relations, one 
that values cooperation over con­
frontation.

By YANG HAN in Vientiane 
kelly @chinadailyapac.com

By XU WEI
;w«e>ez @chinadaily.com.cn
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Craftsman dedicates life to building 
perfect replica of Sakyamuni Pagoda
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New-age ventures of Chinese 
firms elevate Belt and Road

A day after former US president 
Donald Trump narrowly survived 
an assassination attempt at a rally, 
there was much commentary as to 

whether the Secret 
Service had pro­
vided adequate 
security.

The sniper, iden­
tified as Thomas

Cooks, 20, fired rounds from a semi­
automatic AR-15-style weapon as he 
was perched on a rooftop in But­
ler, Pennsylvania. Trump said one

Kremlin issues 
warning over 
US missiles

“Since 1978, China has introduced 
major initiatives to advance reform 
and opening-up to higher levels 
almost every decade, unleashing 
significant dividends for its eco­
nomic development,” Wang said.

The policy dividends from this 
week’s plenary session will enable 
Beijing to better navigate complexi­
ties in global landscapes, advance 
transformation, upgrading and 
high-quality growth of the economy, 
and enhance the people’s sense of 
gain, he said.

China, after having lifted more 
than 800 million people out of pov­
erty over the past four decades, is 
now facing a new strategic goal of 
ensuring common prosperity for all, 
he noted.

To meet such a policy goal, Wang 
said the Party should continue to 
carry out broader reforms to close 
the divide between urban and rural 
areas, including steps to reform die 
rural land system and allow' formers 
to transfer the right to use their 
homesteads, to boost urbanization 
and further energize growth.

Other analysts have underlined 
die session as pivotal in shaping 
China’s policy directions in the next 
five years and beyond.

Bert Hofman, adjunct professor 
at the East Asian Institute of Nation­
al University of Singapore, said this 
week’s plenary session presents a 
key opportunity for developing a 
comprehensive reform agenda and 
anchoring the expectations of busi­
nesses and households on a com­
mon agenda.

“There is wide recognition among 
China’s leadership that further 
reforms in the economic system are 
essential for achieving high-quality 
growth,” Hofman said.

“Science and technology policy, for 
instance, will be critical for innovation 
to drive growth, but fiscal, financial and 
human resource policies are important 
as well Fiscal policies are critical for 
more shared growth, but hukou 
(household registration), education 
and health policies are equally critical 
in building a society tiiat offers equal 
chances for all,” he said

Equestrian performers display their skills on Sunday during the opening ceremony of Naadam festival in Xilin Gol League in North China's 
Inner Mongolia autonomous region. Naadam, which means "entertainment and games", is a traditional festival celebrated by the Mongolian
ethnic group. It features a variety of sports such as wrestling, archery and horse racing, wang zheng / for china daily

WORLDWATCH
By Imran Khalid

The 24th Meeting of the Coun­
cil of Heads of State of the Shang­
hai Cooperation Organization in 
the Kazakh capital of Astana 
served as an important interna­
tional forum for dialogue and 
cooperation. However, it has 
drawn a predictable negative 
response from the Western media, 
which is trying to project the 
summit as another bid by China 
and its allies to establish a coun­
terweight to Western dominance. 
This portrayal, steeped in skepti­
cism, reflects the deep-seated anx­
ieties about a shifting world order 
away from the established West­
ern-centric paradigm.

For years, Western analyses and 
political discourse have centered on 
a singular’ question: Is the SCO a 
threat? Howrever, the truth may be 
simpler than it appears. The short 
answer is: No.

The SCO is not a challenge but 
rather a different kind of interna­
tional organization. Understand­
ing the SCO requires recognizing 
its unique approach and objec­
tives, which differ from Western 
norms. Rather than a challenger, 
the SCO represents a distinct 
model of regional cooperation. In 
a rapidly evolving geopolitical 
landscape, appreciating these dif­
ferences is crucial for fostering 
mutual understanding and coex­
istence.

As a uniquely Eurasia-centric

officials who spoke to the AP on con­
dition of anonymity.

The officials also said that bomb­
making materials were found inside 
Crooks’ vehicle and at his home.

Questions arose as to how Cooks 
was able to go unnoticed by security 
as he scaled a building 150 yards (137 
meters) away. A couple of eyewit­
nesses told reporters that they saw 
Cooks atop the building and yelled 
repeatedly for law' enforcement to 
respond.

The building where Cooks was is 
home to AGR International, a man­
ufacturing plant just north of the 
Butler Fann Show' grounds where

Members of the Chinese women's volleyball team do warm-up exer­
cises on Saturday at Zhangzhou, Fujian province, as they prepare for 
the upcoming 2024 Paris Olympics, weipeiquan/xinhua See more, page 4

development of Laos, and wall 
provide him with a better career 
path.

As a flagship project under the 
China-proposed Belt and Road 
Initiative, the 1,035-kilometer 
railway connects Kunming, the 
capital of Southwest China’s Yun­
nan province, with the Laotian 
capital, Vientiane. It began oper­
ations in December 2021. Cross- 
border passenger sendee began 
in April 2023.

-----------------♦-------------------

BRI cross-border railway project helps 
Laos begin new phase of development, 

improving people’s lives

Lij^-

v F-

Thump’s rally was held.
“We’re not looking atany skyscrap­

ers here,” said Robert E. McDonald, 
a lecturer at the University of New 
Haven who spent 20 years in the 
Secret Service,” to The New' York 
Times. “They should be able to see 
that”

Former Secret Service director 
Julia Pierson told USA Today: “I 
think 1,000 yards is the sniper capa­
bility that we have a concern about 
for the president So anything that’s 
within that range, that is a profes­
sional, makeable shot” she said.

•Editorial, page 11 

•Comment, page 12 

•See more, page 3
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President’s emphasis on people’s well-being 
to guide, bolster nation’s modernization drive
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China’s policymakers are gather­
ing in Beijing on Monday for an 
epoch-making meeting to advance 
the nation’s reform and opening-up, 
amid high expectations that key 
steps will be introduced to further 
energize the world’s second-largest 
economy and bolster its moderniza­
tion drive.

The third plenary session of the 
20th Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, scheduled from 
Monday to Thursday, will deliberate 
on a key policy document on deep­
ening reform across the board and 
advancing Chinese modernization, 
the CPC’s core leadership 
announced last month.

Ahead of the historic session, Xi 
Jinping, general secretary of the 
CPC Central Committee, presided 
over a host of meetings to set the 
tone for the key plenum and chart 
the direction for the nation’s future 
reform.

He highlighted that “the further­
ing of reform must focus on refining 
and developing the system of social­
ism with Chinese characteristics, 
and advance modernization of the 
country’s governance system and 
governance capacity:

“Our efforts in reform and devel­
opment ultimately aim to enable the 
people to live better lives,” Xi, who is 
also Chinese president, told a sym­
posium attended by experts and 
entrepreneurs in May.

A readout of a key Party meeting 
presided over by Xi in February 
said: “Reform measures need to be 
sharply focused, targeting the most 
pressing problems. Reform efforts 
must be substantial and impactful.” 

Historically, third plenums have 
been pivotal in setting the direction 
for major economic and political 
reforms. The third plenum of the 
Utli CPC Central Committee in 1978 
marked the beginning of China’s 
reform and opening-up drive under 
Deng Xiaoping, setting the country 
on a path to economic transforma­
tion.

Wang Huiyao, president of the 
Center for China and Globalization, 
a Beijing-based think tank, said that 
President Xi has persisted in using 
the key strategy of reform and open- 
ing-up to address developmental 
challenges and respond to risks and 
challenges along the path of 

progress.

Anxiety of 
the West 
over SCO rise

s the Chinese saying goes, 
“Roads lead to riches.”

And this is what Somxay 
Laolion, a Laotian driver on the 
China-Laos Railway, has 
observed over the past two-and- 
a-half years.

“As I drive between Vientiane 
and Boten (border town) every 
day, I can see more and more 
houses and factories being built 
along the route,” said Somxay. 
“Every day, I can see the changes.” 

Somxay said his family mem­
bers are happy that he works for 
the railway because they believe 
the project is important to the
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Rail: Transforming nations, connecting cultures
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FIRST OfPAKTURE Of CHINA LAOS RAILWAY 
(XTAN yiFNHANIi INTfRNAnONAl FREIGHT TRAIN

u

Milestone for country
Adopting Chinese technical standards, 

the China-Laos Railway is China’s first inter­
national railway project primarily funded 
and built by Chinese companies and con­
nected to China’s railway network.

Since June 2020, the Laos-China Railway 
Co has recruited and trained Lao trainees in 
nine groups. More than 800 Lao employees, 
or over 90 percent of the trainees, have been 
assigned specific positions, and the propor­
tion of Lao employees in the company is 
close to 60 percent, according to the LCRC. 

The China-Laos Railway has opened “a 
new phase of development” for Laos to 
transform itself from a landlocked country 
to a land-linked one, said Saleumsak Saya- 
moungkhoun, director general of the Lao 
Ministry of Public Works and Transport’s 
Permanent Secretary Office. “It is a mile­
stone for Laos,” said Saleumsak.

Noting the railway has maintained a pos­
itive trend of increasing volume and effi­
ciency, as well as thriving passenger and 
freight businesses, Liu Hong, general man­
ager of the LCRC, said the China-Laos Rail­
way has become “a road of development, 
happiness, and friendship for the Lao and 
Chinese people”.

In addition, Liu said the company has 
been working to build an international 
logistics golden corridor, ensure better trav­
el for people and operational safety, pro­
mote in-depth and practical business 
development along the railway route, and 
help the people of China and Laos to con­
nect with each other.

In 2023, the Laos section of the China- 
Laos Railwaj' carried 4.089 million metric 
tons of cargo, a year-on-year increase of 83.1 
percent, with a daily average of 11,204 tons. 

During the same period, the Laos section 
carried 2.594 million passengers, a year-on- 
year increase of 85.8 percent, and a daily 
average of 7,106 passengers.

As part of the pan-Asia railway network

Working in a handicraft shop in Luang Pra- 
bang for the past year and a half, she said 
that it has been observed that more tourists, 
especially from China, are coming because 
of the railway.

“The railway is quite helpful especially in 
peak seasons like winter. There are a lot of 
people coming to visit Luang Prabang,” said 
Goud. “I am very happy because our prod­
ucts are selling well.”

Organized by the Chinese Mission to the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and China Daily, the media group 
took a train to visit key places along the rail­
way route, including Vientiane, Luang Pra­
bang and Boten in Laos, as well as Mohan, 
Xishuangbanna, Pu’er and Kunming in Chi­
na from June 23 to 30.

After the launch of the railway, more Chi­
nese tourists are coming to Luang Prabang, 
helping the town, which was Laos’ ancient 
capital and is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, grab a big share of the Lao tourism 
market, said Bounthavone Phondala, an 
academic with the Luang Prabang National 
Museum.

Due to rising demand, Bounthavone said 
there has been a shortage of tour guides. The 
museum currently has one guide who can 
speak Mandarin.

Goud, who goes by one name, is from the 
Khmu ethnic minority group in Laos.

• *.

With a total length of 422.4 kilometers 
and a designed top speed of 160 kilometers 
per hour, die Lao section is an electrified 
single-track railway.

After gaining a degree in Chinese- 
language studies in China, Somxay saw a 
Laos-China Railway Co recruitment adver­
tisement during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and decided to give it a try. The LCRC is a 
joint venture based in Vientiane and is 
responsible for the operation of the rail­
way’s Lao section.

With zero knowledge of railways, Somxay 
had to study from scratch to pass the 
recruitment test. Since then he has been 
learning from a Chinese colleague, or “shi- 
fu” as he calls him, the hands-on skills to 
drive a train.

Thanks to his hard work, when the rail­
way began operations in December 2021, 
Somxay was selected to deliver the launch 
report from the Lao side via video to Chi­
nese President Xi Jinping and Lao President 
Thongloun Sisoulith.

“I was really nervous at the time because I 
was afraid if I said something wrong it 
would affect the whole launch ceremony,” 
said Somxay. “But the pressure was eased 
when the train arrived at Boten.”
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4.089 m
metric tons
Amount of cargo carried by the Laos 
section in 2023, an 83.1 percent year- 
on-year increase
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Darany Phommavongsa,
Lao Deputy Minister of Information,
Culture and Tourism

J

running from Kunming to Singapore, the 
China-Laos Railway connects Southeast 
Asia with China, Northeast Asia, Central 
Asia, and even Europe, transforming Laos 
into a land transportation hub in Southeast 
Asia.

“With the trial operation of the Laos-Thai­
land Railway between Bangkok and Vien­
tiane on July 13 and 14, and the future 
connection of the China-Laos-Thailand 
Railway with the Malaysian Railway, eco­
nomic and trade cooperation and people-to- 
people exchanges between ASEAN and 
China will be further promoted, driving the 
rapid economic development of regional 
countries,” said Liu.

In the latest step toward improved 
regional logistics and rail connectivity, the 
ASEAN Express, a new international freight 
train service, was launched in June by 
Malaysia to connect with Thailand, Laos 
and China.

Near the Vientiane South Station in Laos, 
the Vientiane Saysettha Development Zone, 
which is being jointly built by Laos and Chi­
na, had garnered investments of $3 billion 
as of April, attracting 145 companies from 
nine countries including China, Thailand, 
and Japan. Among them, 72 companies are 
already operational.

In 2021, tiie LCRCmoved its headquarters 
into the development zone.

With an area of 11.5 square kilometers, 
the development zone currently employs 
7,000 people, and the number is expected to 
exceed 15,000 by the end of 2024. Total 
annual output will exceed $2 billion after it 
has reached full operating capacity.

The first freight 
train heading for 
the Laotian capi­

tal Vientiane 
departs from the 

Xi’an internation­
al port in Xi’an, 

Shaanxi province, 
in April 2022. 

LIU XIANG/XINHUA

Tourism boost
With more Chinese tourists coming to 

Laos via the new railway route, the Lao gov­
ernment announced a 15-day visa-free poli­
cy for Chinese tourists from July during the 
Visit Laos Year 2024, to further encourage 
tourism and cultural ties between the two 
countries.

“The government of the Lao PDR (Peo­
ple’s Democratic Republic) has identified 
the tourism sector as one of the important 
priorities in the country’s socio-economic 
development and has used a large amount 
of the budget for the development of tour­
ism,” said Lao Deputy Minister of Informa­
tion, Culture and Tourism Darany 
Phommavongsa.

Darany said the Visit Laos Year campaign 
aims to promote Lao tourism and attract 
more international tourists, which will con­
tribute to job creation and foreign currency 
flows into the country.

“The China-Laos Railway has made a 
strong contribution to facilitating passen­
gers and tourists,” Darany told a group of 25 
journalists and influencers from China and 
Southeast Asia on a media tour of the China- 
Laos Railway.

Visitors impressed
Chen Yali, 29, a tourist from Hunan prov­

ince in Central China, said she traveled by 
air to Xishuangbanna in Yunnan in order to 
take the China-Laos Railway for a three-day 
Lao trip.

“I teach English and history at a rural 
school and we talk a lot about the BRI, 
which makes me very interested in the rail­
way project,” said Chen. “The overall travel 
experience was very simple and the cross- 
border check was not as difficult as we had 
imagined.”

After completing his trip in Laos, Umber­
to Disperati, a 30-year-old tourist from Ita­
ly, took tiie China-Laos Railway to start his 
first trip to China in Yunnan and Sichuan 
provinces.

“I was intending to travel from Laos to 
China and after looking on the internet I 
found out that (the railway) was tiie easiest 
way instead of taking flights,” said Disperati. 
“It was easy to navigate the train station. It is 
huge and the train is quite clean and new.”

Disperati said he hopes the train can open 
ticket bookings more in advance so he can 
better plan his trip.

For Laotian train driver Somxay, operat­
ing tiie China-Laos railway makes him feel 
proud.

Somxay said his shifu always tells him 
that every move they make wall affect the 
safety of tiie passengers and the steady oper­
ation of the railway.

“When I was standing on the platform 
and saw the long train cars moving past the 
station quickly, I felt the responsibility and 
was really proud,” said Somxay.

“I am driving tiie best, fastest and steadi­
est train in Laos,” he said.

Somxay is now preparing for a test, which 
if he passes, will allow him to drive the train 
independently in the future.
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“The China-Laos
Railway has made a 
strong contribution to 
facilitating passengers 
and tourists.”

Passengers board a train at Xishuangbanna railway station, Yunnan, on April 13, headed to Luang Prabang in Laos. 
WANG J ING Yl / XINHUA
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Left: Staff members perform a dance on the inaugural train service from Xishuangbanna, Yunnan province, to Luang Prabang, Laos, on April 13. provided to china daily Passengers wait in line to buy tickets for the 
China-Laos Railway at the ticket hall in Vientiane station on June 25. jiang jiaxuan / china daily Chinese tourists from Guiyang, Guizhou province, are welcomed by the Lao National Art Troupe in the capital
Vientiane, on May 9. The first Guizhou-Vientiane train carrying more than 200 Chinese passengers arrived at Vientiane station on May 9. du dapeng / xinhua
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Beijing slams Washington act
for interfering in Xizang affairs
China vows to take resolute steps to firmly defend sovereignty, security, development interests
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attempt to impose so-called democ­
racy through force, the SCO 
respects the centuries-old political 
cultures and development paths of 
its members, demanding that these 
be respected by other geopolitical 
players.

Even its critics acknowledge the 
stabilizing influence the SCO exerts 
in the Asian region. The organiza­
tion’s commitment to a safe envi­
ronment as the foundation for 
economic development under­
scores its holistic approach to 
regional security and prosperity. 

The SCO’s model of integration 
and cooperation continues to offer’ 
a beacon of stability in a tumultu­
ous world. Central to this vast terri­
tory is the China-proposed Belt and 
Road Initiative, fostering coopera­
tion across numerous sectors.

to harness the momentum from the 
Astana summit to further enhance 
their collaborative efforts. This 
involves aligning their develop­
ment strategies and strengthening 
policy coordination. By deepening 
mutually beneficial cooperation in 
key areas such as trade, transporta­
tion, energy, agriculture, science 
and technology, education and cul­
ture, the SCO can significantly 
boost its regional impact. 

China, assuming the rotating 
presidency of the SCO for 2024-25, 
has expressed its commitment to 
working with all member states to 
uphold the “Shanghai Spirit” China 
is seeking to drive high-quality 
development within the SCO, fos­
tering a closer community with a 
shared future. This approach is 
intended to bring tangible benefits 

The author is an international
affairs commentator and freelancer
based in Karachi, Pakistan. The
views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

Rooted in the “Shanghai Spirit” 
of mutual trust, mutual benefit, 
equality, consultation, respect for 
cultural diversity and the pursuit of 
common development, the SCO 
resonates with countries wary of 
the divisive mindset of “if you are 
not with us, you are against us”. 
This inclusive approach has kept 
the SCO’s doors open to new play­
ers beyond the Asia-Pacific region. 

The SCO’s guiding “Shanghai 
Spirit” offers a compelling alterna­
tive to the often dictatorial tenden­
cies of global institutions. Its focus 
on cooperation for growth is not 
just rhetorical; it translates into 
real-world priorities like countering 
terrorism, separatism and extrem­
ism. Unlike other entities that 

to the people of the region, contrib­
uting to lasting peace and shared 
prosperity on a global scale. 

The upcoming presidency marks 
a pivotal moment for the SCO, as it 
looks to reinforce its role as a plat­
form for regional cooperation and 
sustainable development. By 
strengthening policy alignment and 
fostering deeper ties, the SCO can 
ensure a more integrated and pros­
perous future for its member states 
and beyond. As it moves forward, 
the focus on building strong, sus­
tainable partnerships can address 
common challenges and promote 
stability. The collective efforts of 
SCO member states can create a 
more integrated, prosperous and 
peaceful Eurasia.

’I

Ambitious projects such as die 
Polar Silk Road and joint Arctic 
explorations are being developed to 
enhance connectivity between Asia 
and Europe.

In recent years, tire SCO has sig­
nificantly expanded its influence by 
incorporating major global players 
like India, Pakistan, Iran and Bela­
rus. The rising international status 
of this extended SCO family is evi­
denced by the increasing number of 
applications from Arab world and 
developing countries eager to join. 

The SCO’s strong internal cohe­
sion and development momentum 
position it well to address global 
risks. The cooperative approach 
enhances the SCO’s ability to 
resolve hot spot issues and contrib­
utes to global stability. 

The member states are expected 

material modernization, institu­
tional modernization and human 
modernization,” he said.

Zheng highlighted the signifi­
cance of China optimizing its visa 
policies for many countries and 
making it easier for foreigners to 
live and work in China, saying that 
such moves hold “strategic signifi­
cance” in the nation’s opening-up. 

“China, in spite of the internal and 
external pressures it is facing, will not 
slow down its pace of reform and 
opening-up. This commitment is not 
only for the nation’s own benefit, but 
also for global stability and prosperity?’
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While the Party’s central leader­
ship is expected to repeat pledges 
to advance Chinese modernization 
and boost the development of new 
quality productive forces, Hofman 
said the session would be “a time 
for delivering on the details, on 
how these concepts translate into 
policy frameworks and specific 
policy measures”.

Einar Tangen, a senior fellow with 
the Beijing-based Taihe Institute, 
said he is impressed by the host of 
reforms China lias undertaken over 
the past decade, including the eradi­
cation of extreme poverty, the balan-

wages paid to their workers. 
“As an economy that contributes to 

one-third of the global growth, any 
major initiative by the Chinese gov­
ernment is consequential,” he added. 

Zheng Yongnian, a professor of 
politics at Chinese University of 
Hong Kong (Shenzhen), said in an 
interview last month that Xi has 
provided die direction for advanc­
ing China’s reform in sectors of high 
complexities, where the deepening 
of comprehensive reform must 
align closely with the theme of 
advancing Chinese modernization. 

“Chinese modernization repre­
sents the highest standard of mod­
ernization today, encompassing

cing of urban and rural develop­
ment, the emphasis on the develop­
ment of basic science, and reducing 
the negative list for market access of 
foreign businesses.

“The need for efficiency and 
accountability has been the over­
riding goal of President Xi and the 
CPC,” he said.

Going forward, Tangen highlight­
ed the need for China to move up 
the global value chain and develop 
new quality productive forces, 
essentially higher-value innovative 
products and services for which 
Chinese companies own the intel­
lectual property, enabling business­
es to increase their margins and the
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Ethnic and Religious Affairs of the 
National Committee of the Chi­
nese People’s Political Consulta­
tive Conference slammed the act 
for being fraught with extremely 
erroneous views and provocative 
remarks.

Under the guise of ethnicity, reli­
gion and human rights, the act bla­
tantly meddles in China’s internal 
affairs, they said.

The committee members accused 
the US and the Dalai clique of bra­
zenly denying China’s sovereignty 
over Xizang, saying that such acts 
are typical examples of US-style bul­
lying that greatly offend the Chinese 
people.

As the Chinese government 
implements the policy of freedom 
of religion, respects and protects 
religious traditions, and manages 
religious affairs in accordance with 
the law, they said the US is in no 
position to make unwarranted 
remarks.

The Standing Committee of the 
People’s Congress of the Xizang 
Autonomous Region slammed the 
act for advocating a “Greater Tibet” 
saying it lays bare its true nature 
and sinister intention of containing 

ing their Olympic debut in the 
French capital.

The delegation, with an average 
age of 25, is made up of 136 male 
and 269 female athletes, with 
37-year-old Olympic champion 
race walker Liu Hong being the 
oldest competitor, and 11-year-old 
skateboarder Zheng Haohao the 
youngest.

Leading China’s charge among 
the “mighty six” sports are the 
country’s all-conquering table ten­
nis squad and its diving “dream 
team”, which are both aiming to 
achieve a clean sweep of all gold 
medals up for grabs in their respec­
tive sports.

Liu Guoliang, president of the 
Chinese Table Tennis Association, 
said: “We cannot take for granted 
that these five gold medals (in table 
tennis events) belong to China. All 
five gold medals are in Paris, and 
they are reserved for the brave and 
the wise, for those who excel the 
most.”

To improve competitiveness in 
some Western-dominated sports, 
such as swimming, track and field, 
fencing and cycling, the Chinese 
delegation has hired 42 foreign 
coaches, trainers and medical staff 
members from 17 countries and 
regions to help prepare for the 
Games.
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Gao Zhidan,
president of the Chinese
Olympic Committee 

commitments of recognizing Xizang 
as part of China and not supporting 
“Tibet independence”

“If the US continues down the 
wrong path, China will take reso­
lute measures to firmly defend its 
sovereignty, security and develop­
ment interests,” the spokesperson 
said.

The Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the National People’s Congress 
condemned the act on Saturday for 
breaking international law.

Xizang affairs are China’s inter­
nal affairs, which brook no interfer­
ence from any external forces, the 
top legislature said in a statement. 

People of all ethnic groups in 
Xizang have achieved a full victory 
in poverty alleviation, resulting in 
greater social stability, economic 
and cultural prosperity, a better 
environment and happier lives, the 
statement said.

Any attempt to obstruct people 
in Xizang from pursuing a happier 
and better life will end in vain, and 
efforts to contain and suppress Chi­
na by destabilizing Xizang are 
bound to foil, it added.

At a symposium on Saturday, 
members of the Committee on 

and suppressing China, and 
attempting to internationalize the 
so-called Tibet issue.

The so-called Tibetan govem- 
ment-in-exile is an out-and-out sep­
aratist political group and an illegal 
organization violating China’s Con­
stitution and laws, the regional leg­
islature said in a statement.

The 14th Dalai Lama and the 
so-called Tibetan government-in- 
exile have no right at all to repre­
sent the people of Xizang, let 
alone decide the future of the 
autonomous region, it said, add­
ing that manipulation by anti­
China politicians in the US will in 
no way sabotage the stability in 
Xizang.

The Xizang Autonomous Region­
al Committee of the CPPCC said no 
matter how the US tries to confuse 
right and wrong, it cannot change 
the feet that Xizang has been an 
inalienable part of China since 
ancient times.

People of all ethnic groups in 
Xizang firmly support any mea­
sures taken by the Chinese central 
government and will fight against 
any separatist forces, the regional 
political advisory body said.

Rescuers search for 
survivors on Saturday 
in the swollen Trishuli 
River near Simaltal, 
about 120 kilometers 
west of the capital 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 
Two passenger buses 
were swept off a 
highway and into the 
raging river by a 
landslide on early 
Friday. Three passen­
gers swam to safety, 
but 63 others were 
still missing. The 
wreckage of the buses 
has not been found, 
while heavy monsoon 
rains are hampering 
rescue efforts. 
RAJESH GHIMIRE/AFP

Monsoon 
tragedy
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We have to take the 
Olympic stage to 
demonstrate the 
superb competitive 
level and good spirit 
of Chinese athletes, as 
well as to present the 
thriving, prosperous 
and bright future of 
our country in the 
new era from the 
sports perspective.”

In recent years, the 
SCO has significantly 
expanded its influ­
ence by incorporat­
ing major global 
players like India, 
Pakistan, Iran and 
Belarus. The rising 
international status 
of this extended SCO 
family is evidenced 
by the increasing 
number of applica­
tions from... coun­
tries eager to join.

_ ..1 •

With the Paris Olympics just 
around the corner, the Chinese 
Olympic Committee has called on 
its 716-strong delegation to com­
pete with pride and integrity at 
the sporting gala to promote the 
country’s international image.

Counting on its prowess in six tra­
ditionally strong sports — table ten­
nis, badminton, gymnastics, 
shooting, weightlifting and diving 
— the Chinese delegation, which 
announced a 405-athlete roster sup­
ported by 311 coaches and staff 
members on Saturday, is set for a 
fruitful campaign in Paris — not just 
for a medal-laden success, but to 
present friendship, sportsmanship 
and fair play to the world. 

“We have to take the Olympic 
stage to demonstrate the superb 
competitive level and good spirit of 
Chinese athletes, as well as to 
present the thriving, prosperous 
and bright future of our country in 
the new era from the sports perspec­
tive,” Gao Zhidan, president of the 
COC, said at the delegation launch 
on Saturday.

The massive global attention paid 
to the Paris Olympics, which will 
open on July 26 and run through 
Aug 11, has also made it an unparal­
leled platform for the country to 
“make more friends, expand inter­
national sports exchange and help 
build a community with a shared 
future”, Gao added.

Featuring a blend of youth and 
experience, the Chinese delegation 
boasts confidence, vying with inter­
national powerhouses in 236 medal 
events for which it has qualified in 
30 sports, out of a total number of 
329 events in 32 spoils on the Paris 
2024 program.

It will mark the biggest represen­
tation of Team China in event num­
ber and variety at an overseas 
edition of the Games, even with 10 
events that were on Toltyo 2O2O’s 
program reduced in Paris to control 
the size and cost of the sporting 
extravaganza.

Led by 42 Olympic champions, 
Team China also expects to meas­
ure its future talent against the 
world’s best, with 223 athletes mak-
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Beijing has strongly protested 
against Washington’s passage and 
signing into law of the so-called 
Promoting a Resolution to the 
Tibet-China Dispute Act, warning 
that it severely undermines Chi­
na’s interests and must not be 
implemented.

The act gives recog­
nition to the notion of 
“Greater Tibet” a con- 

Editorial, cept made up by the 
page 11 group led by the Dalai

Lama, and asks the 
United States government and the 
US Special Coordinator for Tibet­
an Issues to counter “disinforma­
tion about Tibet” from the Chinese 

government.
The act grossly interferes in Chi­

na’s internal affairs and violates the 
basic norms governing interna­
tional relations, sending a severely 
wrong signal to “Tibet independ­
ence” forces, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson said in a statement 
issued on Saturday.

The spokesperson urged the US to 
take concrete actions to honor its

. 2-.- :
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special performance at Lincoln Cen­
ter, and also engaged in a dialogue 
with Nobel Prize laureates at Colum­
bia University. The visit marked the 
group’s first trip to the United States 
since 2018.

The Beijing Student Jinfen Art 
Troupe has regularly toured the 
world and hopes to return to the US 
again during the winter vacation. 

“This trip was filled with diverse 
activities, and we hope that Ameri­
can children can find time to visit 
China and explore, too. We would 
be delighted to host them in Beijing,” 
Yao Wei, the executive director of the 
Beijing Shengtao Institute of Educa­
tion Development and Innovation, 
told China Daily.

“No matter what form of art it 
is, art knows no borders, and there 
should be more exchanges between 
young people,” he said. For example, 
the children not only performed 
traditional Peking Opera but also 
showcased gynmastics.

“Art helps people from both coun­
tries discover the beauty in each oth­
er. We welcome American schools 
to establish more connections with 
Chinese schools and invite them to 
visit Beijing,” he added.

“Our students are currently learn­
ing dragon dancing in Sichuan. After 
just two or three days, I can see that 
they are already able to perform the 
dance beautifully?’ said Bo Yingkan, 
HuaXia Chinese school board chair. 

“This is the first group from our 
school, and they have already arrived 
in China,” he said. The school now 
has 22 locations on the US East Coast 
with more than 5,000 students. 

“In the exchange between Chi­
nese and American children, we 
have all learned a lot from each 
other. I see the enthusiastic smiles 
on the children’s faces,” he said. “As 
a promoter of cultural exchange 
between China and the United 
States, I believe it is very impor­
tant. It allows children born in the 
US to understand Chinese culture 
because their roots and their par­
ents have a deep cultural back­
ground in China.”nese culture and was listed as a 

national intangible cultural heri­
tage in 2006.

Shi Yongxin, the venerable abbot 
of Shaolin Temple, emphasized the 
role of the finals in fostering cultur­
al exchange.

“The competition brings togeth­
er individuals from diverse coun­
tries and backgrounds, united by 
their shared passion for Shaolin 
kung fu and its spirit,” Shi said.

Beyond demonstrating martial 
arts skills, the competition aimed 
to deepen understanding and 
appreciation of Shaolin culture, a 
philosophy rooted in health and 
well-being.

“Shaolin culture promotes a 
healthy lifestyle, equipping us to 
navigate life’s challenges while 
maintaining physical and mental 
balance,” Shi explained during the 
opening ceremony.

“International 
through Shaolin culture can foster 
understanding and friendship 
between cultures, ultimately pro­
moting world peace and harmony” 

The competition attracted inter­
national participants such as 
32-year-old Italian contestant 

w

Groups of children in colorful out­
fits gulped soft drinks from cups as 
they wandered and explored cul­
tural booths at the Chinese Consul­
ate General in New York over the 
weekend.

Nearly 300 children from six 
schools in New York City and Beijing 
gathered at the consulate on Satur­
day afternoon for the “Understand­
ing Each Other, Building Closer 
Bonds, and Working Hand in Hand” 
special performance, promoting art 
exchange between American and 
Chinese youth.

The students sang and danced and 
participated in drama presentations, 
instrumental music and martial 
arts. They also sang popular songs 
bilingually in Chinese and English, 
including Listen to Me, Thank You 
and Singing and Smiling.

“This is the largest group we have 
hosted. I only regret that our space 
is too small; otherwise, I would have 
liked to invite all 650 children to vis­
it,” said Consul General Huang Ping. 

Huang also introduced the “Young 
Envoys Scheme (YES)” program, 
which offers short-term exchange 
programs, international summer 
school programs, youth forums and 
fellowships. The program supports 
students from China and the US in 
furthering cross-cultural exchang­
es, not only in academics but also 
in music and art, helping children 
develop their interests.

The initiative started after Presi­
dent Xi Jinping and US President 
Joe Biden agreed in November in 
San Francisco to promote further 
youth exchange. Students from both 
countries are already participating 
and traveling this summer.

Throughout the week, the Beijing 
Student Jinfan Art Troupe, with 
students from more than a dozen 
schools in the Haidian and Xicheng 
districts of Beijing, had a packed 
schedule in New York. They inter­
acted with students at the United 
Nations International School, held a

investigation led by authorities 
resulted in the closure of nine 
online companies.

The cyberspace administration 
emphasized the need to enhance 
control measures to prevent small 
companies from clandestinely 
marketing inappropriate products 
to children.

“Since the incident, I have made 
it a habit to carefully inspect the 
packaging of any stationery' I buy 
online and have avoided purchas­
ing blind boxes of stationery to 
shield my child from exposure to 
any adult content and violence,” a 
woman surnamed Zhao, the moth­
er of a 10-year-old girl, said in Nan­
jing, Jiangsu province. She said 
that children, who often lack dis­
cernment but can use the internet, 
are especially vulnerable and 
require more protection.

A report on juvenile internet 
usage by the Central Committee of 
the Communist Youth League of 
China and the China Internet Net­
work Information Center showed 
that the number of juvenile inter­
net users surpassed 193 million in

ByLIMENGHAN
limenghan@chinadaily.com.cn

troscopy, a groundbreaking tech­
nique for studying ultra-short-lived 
excited molecules. He used the 
method to determine the lifetime of 
an ammonia molecule’s predissocia­
tion excited state at 100 femtosec­
onds, a feat lauded by the global 
scientific community.

His life journey was a testament 
to his unwavering dedication to Chi­
na’s scientific advancement.

Bom in Tianjin in 1928, he experi­
enced the disruption of the Japanese 
invasion in 1937.

After studying in the United States 
and earning a master’s degree in 
chemical engineering from the Uni­
versity of Michigan in 1950, he 
returned to China as tensions 
between the US and China escalated 
during the War to Resist US Aggres­
sion and Aid Korea (1950-53).

Throughout his career, Zhang 
adapted his research focus to align 
with China’s evolving strategic 
needs. He transitioned from water 
gas synthesis fuels to rocket propel­
lants and later to chemical lasers, 
consistently excelling in each field. 

As director of the National Natural 
Science Foundation of China, Zhang 
championed programs such as the 
National Science Fund for Distin­
guished Young Scholars. He actively 
fostered a research environment that 
empowered young scientists and 
facilitated their rapid development.

China’s top internet regulator 
has launched a two-month cam­
paign to protect children online 
during the summer vacation, tar­
geting e-commerce predators and 
inappropriate content.

The Cyberspace Administration 
of China aims to combat those 
encouraging child models to pose 
indecently for profit and diverting 
juveniles to third-party platforms 
under the guise of selling animated 
series and video games, which then 
provide them with pornographic 
and violent content.

The campaign also targets the 
sale of products such as stationery 
and scale models of popular anima­
tion characters that may be porno­
graphic in nature, via e-commerce 
platforms.

The crackdown follows a con­
troversy last year that occurred 
when China Central Television 
exposed e-commerce platforms 
selling nude scale model toys to 
children age 7 to 14. A subsequent
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2022, with internet penetration 
among juveniles growing from 93.7 
percent in 2018 to 97.2 percent in 
2022.

The report also highlighted a 
trend of younger children using the 
internet, with over 95 percent of 
primary school children online, 
posing a potential hazard.

“Generally, the younger the age, 
the poorer the judgment and self­
control abilities,” said Zhu Wei, 
deputy head of the Communication 
Law Research Center at the China 
University of Political Science and 
Law.

Zhu said that some parents hand 
over their accounts to children for 
convenience, rendering juvenile 
modes for app downloads and con­
tent browsing ineffective. He 
emphasized the responsibility of 
parents in preventing minors from 
becoming addicted to or confused 
by the internet.

The campaign also includes meas­
ures to crack down on cyber man­
hunts and the counterfeiting of apps 
popular among minors through the 
use of similar logos and names.

The 2024 Shaolin Games Finals 
concluded Sunday, with those who 
placed in the top 10 earning the 
title of “Shaolin kung fu star” after 
a two-day competition at the his­
toric Shaolin Temple in Henan 
province.

The finals culminated a year­
long competitive process that saw 
over 20,000 Shaolin kung fu prac­
titioners from 101 countries and 
regions vying for a spot in the 
event. From that pool, 2,400 con­
testants advanced to interconti­
nental events, with 124 ultimately 
emerging from 47 countries and 
regions to compete at the finals 
alongside 20 Chinese Shaolin 
kung fu masters in Dengfeng, 
Henan, according to the Shaolin 
Temple, which organized the 
event.

Two of the top 10 winners were 
from the Chinese mainland; one 
was from the Macao; two hailed 
from Australia; and there was one 
winner each from the Czech 
Republic, Austria, the United 
States, Peru and Zambia.

Korenc Karel, the 18-year-old 
Czech winner, said placing in the 
top 10 was a testament to her years 
of dedication to the martial art. 

“I have been practicing kung fu 
for 12 years. I started when I was 6, 
and it’s like I’ve been doing it 
almost my whole life,” she said.

With a history spanning over 
1,500 years, Shaolin kung fu is a 
world-renowned symbol of Chi-

Markus Hanisch, who performed 
Shaolin six-round boxing during 
the finals. Inspired by a Shaolin 
monk performance as a child, 
Hanisch became a kung fu teacher 
in Italy after winning a gold medal 
in a national competition. 

“The Shaolin Games play a vital 
role in bridging cultures and fos­
tering connections between coun­
tries,” Hanisch said.

Wara Lucero, a competitor from 
Bolivia, highlighted the personal 
growth fostered by Shaolin kung fu 
training.

“My father always says the great­
est warrior is the one who over­
comes challenges, even in sickness, 
fetigue or pain,” she said.

The 18-year-old also impressed 
audiences at the 9 th World Kung 
Fu Championships in Emeishan, 
Sichuan province, last year.

Liu Genming, a teacher at the 
Shaolin Temple Culture Center in 
Texas, the United States, brought 
three students who all placed in 
the top 20 among the 124 contest­
ants.

Bom in Shangqiu, Henan, Liu 
grew up training at a kung fu 
school. Witnessing interest in the 
Shaolin variety in Texas while 
touring the US with Shaolin 
monks when he was 19, Liu decid­
ed to join the Shaolin Temple Cul­
ture Center and further promote 
the martial art.

“Through kung fu, the US people 
gain a deeper understanding of tra­
ditional Chinese culture in its vari­
ous aspects,” Liu said. “In turn, this 
helps spread Shaolin culture to a 
wider audience.”

Zhang Cunhao, a distinguished 
physicist and chemist who spear­
headed advances in China’s scientific 
landscape, died in Beijing on Friday 
at age 96, China Central Television 
reported, citing an announcement 
by the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ 
Dalian Institute of Chemical Physics. 

Zhang, a revered CAS academi­
cian, held esteemed positions 
throughout his career. He served as 
director of the National Natural Sci­
ence Foundation of China and 
director of the institute in Dalian.

His dedication to research result­
ed in groundbreaking contributions 
across various scientific disciplines, 
including catalysis, rocket propel­
lants, chemical lasers and molecular 
reaction dynamics, CCTV reported. 

Zhang played a key role in devel­
oping a highly efficient molten iron 
catalyst for fuel synthesis and code­
veloped the multi-layer flame theory 
for solid propellants, which had sig­
nificant impacts on China’s scientific 

progress.
Zhang’s achievements transcend­

ed national borders. He achieved 
international recognition for devel­
oping the world’s first pulsed fluo- 
rine-iodine chemical laser ignited by 
discharge.

He also pioneered ion dip spec- 

/

team creates 
tiny, wireless 
brain sensor

ByLIPEIXUAN
lipeiaman@chinadaily.com.cn

Chinese researchers have 
developed a sesame seed-sized, 
biodegradable and wireless brain 
sensor that could potentially 
transform the way brain condi­
tions are monitored in patients 
with head injuries or tumors.

The conventional method used 
to measure intracranial pressure, 
temperature and other brain 
health barometers is inserting a 
wired sensor into the brain. 
Implantation and removal of the 
device require surgery, and open­
ings left in the skin during moni­
toring increase the risk of 
infection.

To address these problems, 
researchers at Huazhong Uni­
versity of Science and Technolo­
gy in Wuhan, Hubei province, 
along with those from Tong Ji 
Hospital in the city and Nan- 
yang Technological University 
in Singapore, created a cube­
shaped wireless sensor measur­
ing 2 millimeters on each side. 

The tiny tube can be injected 
under the skull through a needle 
and operated through an external 
ultrasound probe, eliminating 
the need for invasive operations 
and preventing infections.

The Jinfan Peking Opera Troupe from Affiliated Primary School of 
Peking University performs “ The Drunken Concubine" at the Chinese 
Consulate General inNew York on Saturday, mingmei li/ china daily

Chinese
research 

Si >
ri

* •.

'i
V •7’ •

Because the implant is based on 
a biodegradable material called 
hydrogel, it can eventually dis­
solve into harmless components. 

Researchers tested the sensor 
in rats and pigs and found that 
it can perform as well as or even 
better than conventional wired 
sensors when measuring intra­
cranial pressure and tempera­
ture. It remained stable for 
three to four weeks and degrad­
ed into harmless components 
after 18 weeks.

The results of their research 
were published by the interna­
tional scientific journal Nature 
on June 5.

Zang Jianfeng, a professor at 
the university’s School of Inte­
grated Circuits who led the 
research, said the invention 
stems from years of research on 
the properties of hydrogel and 
flexible acoustic technology.

At the core of their innovation 
is making changes to the compo­
sition of degradable hydrogel so 
that it presents a periodically 
aligned air column structure. The 
material deforms in response to 
changes in its environment, 
which can be detected through 
an external ultrasound probe. 

“We have so fer carried out a 
large number of experiments, 
including animal tests, to exam­
ine its safety and biodegradabil­
ity, and results are promising,” 
he said.

Zang added that the team can 
make sensors of different sizes or 
shapes, based on demand.

“It could be a cube measuring 1 
millimeter or several centimeters 
on each side, or a thin slice,” he 
said.

He said the team’s research is 
nearing clinical application, but 
more efforts are needed to deep­
en collaboration with doctors, 
test the sensor’s effects in 
human bodies after rigorous 
ethical and technological 
review, and explore ways to use 
the technology on an industrial 
scale.

The size of the global market 
for traditional wired sensors, 
which mainly serve patients with 
brain tumors or trauma injuries, 
is about $390 billion.

Pioneering scientist
Zhang Cunhao dies at 96

kung fu 
practitioners
from 101 countries and regions 
took part in the yearlong com­
petitive process, and 124 made 
it to the finals.

124 martial artists from 47 countries 
and regions compete in Shaolin finals

________________________________________________________________
Two kung fu practitioners compete in the 2024 Shaolin Games Finals at the Shaolin Temple in 
Dengfeng, Henan province, on Sunday, kan li / china news service
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Craftsman
dedicates life to
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towering passion
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Al used to help preserve
China’s oldest wooden pagoda

67-meter tower has stood in Shanxi province for almost 1,000 years
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the past few years, the need for restoration lias become 
more urgent.

Contact the writers at
luowangshu@chinadaily.com.cn

\

The pagoda is an octagonal structure comprising 
nine stories, with five visible from the outside and four 
concealed within. The Buddhist statues on each story 
and the paintings adorning the inner walls of the first 
floor are all creations from the Liao Dynasty.

“We local people believe the pagoda was built by 
Lu Ban (China’s legendary master carpenter of the 
Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC). The work is 
beyond manpower,” said a Yingxian resident sur- 
named Li.

He said that as the pagoda’s lean has increased over

rtificial intelligence is being used to safe­
guard the country’s oldest and tallest wooden 
pagoda in North China’s Shanxi province that 
.has withstood natural disasters and human 

calamities for 968 years.
The technology is being used to enhance the under­

standing of the 67-meter-tall Sakyamuni Pagoda, visu­
alize its states over time and prepare for restoration 
work.

Al is not only being used to aid in preserving the 
pagoda in Yingxian county’s Fogong Tern pie, but also to 
enhance the visitor experience by revealing its signifi­
cant architectural, historical and religious value.

Built in 1056 during the Liao Dynasty (916-1125), the 
pagoda, built entirely out of wood without the use of 
nails, has weathered earthquakes, wars and other chal­
lenges. Its intricate structure features innumerable 
mortises and tenons.

As tall as a 20-story building, and with a base diame­
ter of about 30 meters, the pagoda is a remarkable 
architectural feat.

For its protection, visitors can only enter the first 
floor and are prohibited from climbing to higher levels. 
Al technology, however, will allow them to experience 
the whole pagoda through 3D animation.

When renowned architect Liang Sicheng visited the 
pagoda for the first time in 1933, he was impressed by 
the pagoda’s intricate structure and ingenious design. 
He meticulously measured, surveyed and recorded the 
building, introducing its treasured relics to China and 
the world.

In Yingxian, the Sakyamuni Pagoda, also known as 
the Yingxian Wooden Pagoda, has been the most prom­
inent landmark for generations, but over the years the 
pagoda has developed a slight lean.

Zhao Yushan, a 63-year-old carpenter in Yingxian, 
was so taken aback when he first saw the tower as a 
teenager that he has since dedicated most of his life to 
replicating it. He’s made numerous scale versions of the 
pagoda using only the traditional methods of construc­
tion, and is currently working on an 8-meter-tall repli-
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From the moment craftsman Zhao Yushan laid 
eyes on the towering Sakyamuni Pagoda when he 
was a boy, he knew it was special.

The 67-meter structure is almost 1,000 years old, 
made entirely of wood and not a single nail was 
used in its construction.

Built in Yingxian county in North China’s Shanxi 
province in 1056 during the Liao Dynasty (916- 
1125), the tower is thought by locals to have been 
the work of legendary craftsman Lu Ban, though it 
has never been officially confirmed.

Zhao, 63, recalls how the tower has shaped his 
life for around 50 years.

“I was deeply fascinated by it. It was like being 
haunted. I couldn’t shake it off — it consumed my 
thoughts and feelings,” he said.

So much did his passion grow for the wonder 
that is the Sakyamuni Pagoda, also known as the 
Yingxian Wooden Pagoda, that for much of his life 
he has dedicated himself to creating replicas of the 
tower of various sizes using only the traditional 
construction methods that would have been used a 
1,000 years ago.

Born in Sanmencheng village, not far from the 
pagoda, to a family of carpenters that stretches 
back five generations, Zhao’s passion for wood­
working and architectural marvels was ingrained 
from a young age.

Shortly after having seen the tower, Zhao set out 
on a project to build a replica of it — an endeavor 
that was discouraged by his father, thinking that 
there were better uses for his time.

However, the boy carried on, and despite having 
no formal training in engineering and architec­
ture, started creating wooden models of the Sakya­
muni Pagoda, with every iteration improving with 
each attempt.

“I pondered the structure day and night, eventu­
ally crafting rough mortises and tenons resem­
bling those of the pagoda,” Zhao said.

In a sad turn of events, his father, in a bid to 
shield his son from what he described as his 
“haunting dream”, burned all of Zhao’s creations.

Zhao was able to save one piece from destruction 
— a poignant reminder of his unwavering determi­
nation.

Trying his best to be a dutiful son, he set aside his 
aspirations to emulate the wooden pagoda and 
embraced the life of a typical villager, tending to 
the fields and apprenticing as a craftsman.

However, the embers of his dream still smoldered 
within, awaiting the right moment to reignite.

Tragedy struck in 1978 with the passing of his 
father. It was then that Zhao, amid his grief, resur­
rected his long-held ambition to construct the pago­
da. Yet the path ahead remained fraught with 
challenges.

“At that time, the greatest hurdle was the 
absence of even a basic guide to the wooden pago­
da, let alone design blueprints or structural dia­
grams,” Zhao said.

Determined to unravel the mysteries of the tow­
er, he visited it to study it deeply and immerse him­
self in its grandeur.

However, his subsequent attempts faltered, 
drained by the demands of time and finances.

Compelled to prioritize providing for his family, 
Zhao once again deferred his dream, laboring to 
sustain his loved ones. The pagoda, a beacon of his 
aspirations, stood as a distant goal, overshadowed 
by the exigencies of daily life.

When financial constraints threatened to dim his 
dream, Zhao adopted a cyclical rhythm — working 
diligently for years, saving every penny, then immers­
ing himself in the study of the wooden pagoda. 

His carpentry prowess served as a reliable anchor, 
ensuring a steady income to fuel his aspirations.

Years of sweat and setbacks culminated in a piv­
otal moment in 2015. An expert gave him a pre­
cious gift — a structural blueprint of the pagoda, 
infusing him with renewed vigor and clarity'.

With newfound confidence, Zhao embarked on a 
transformative journey, birthing a small wooden 
pagoda that stood as a testament to his tenacity 
and skill.

“Inspiration struck me all of a sudden,” Zhao 
said, reflecting on the pivotal moment that pro­
pelled him forward.

Buoyed by his initial success, he took a bold leap, 
establishing a workshop dedicated to realizing his 
grand vision — a larger wooden pagoda, meticu­
lously crafted at a one-eighth scale of the original 
masterpiece, standing at roughly 8 meters tall.

Today, Zhao is still working in his workshop, fin­
ishing the second floor of the replica of Saltyamuni 
and starting work on the third floor. He has six 
more stories to go.

“I will dedicate my life to this endeavor. It is my 
dream — a dream I cannot relinquish,” Zhao said.
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The Sakya­
muni Pagoda, 
also known as 
the Yingxian
Wooden Pago­
da, features 
centuries-old 
plaques written 
by renowned 
calligraphers
and emperors.
ZHU XINGXIN/ 

CHINA DAILY

A worker experiences "climbing" the Sakyamuni 
Pagoda with virtual reality gear in Yingxian, 
Shanxi province, in April. 
ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY

Besides benefiting tourists, the technologies provide 
strong technical support for re-creating the complete 
structure and details of die pagoda.

Mao Shijie, vice-president of Lenovo Group and head 
of Lenovo Research Shanghai, said die project has util­
ized cutting-edge AIGC technology, enabling the swift 
digital reconstruction of the pagoda within 10 hours. 

“It was a task that would have taken months using 
traditional methods,” he said.

By combining Al algorithms with data collected from 
drones and radar cameras, die project aims to recreate 
the pagoda’s intricate details accurately, he said.

Professor Liu Chang from Tsinghua University empha­
sized the importance of fully understanding the pagoda 
fromvariousperspectives in guiding effective restoration. 

He said unraveling the pagoda’s historical transfor­
mations and predicting its future state are crucial steps 
in the preservation process.

Liu hopes to utilize the collected data to analyze and 
deduce the appearance of the pagoda during different 
periods.

“I can see how much the pagoda lias been com­
pressed and changed over time,” he said.

By revealing the appearance of the pagoda at differ­
ent stages of its history, Liu hopes to speculate on how 
the pagoda might have looked during certain periods, 
such as when well-known Chinese architect Liang 
Sicheng saw it in the 1930s, during the Song Dynasty 
(960-1279), Jin Dynasty (1115-1234) and Yuan Dynasty 
(1271-1368).

“It may even be possible to predict the future appear­
ance of the pagoda by adjusting parameters and simu­
lating how tiie wood may change after over 100 years,” 
he said.

The first step in protecting or even restoring the 
pagoda is to know it deeply, he said.

The pagoda is tilting, which means it is “sick” he said, 
and to “cure” it, they have to first find a “hospital”.

Addressing the challenges faced in protecting the 
pagoda, Liu highlighted the need for meticulous prepa­
ration, a comprehensive understanding of the pagoda’s 
condition and the embrace of innovative technologies 
to drive conservation efforts forward.

Wang Xiaolong, deputy director of the Institute for 
the Protection and Research of Ancient Buildings and 
Colorful Sculptures in Shanxi province, hopes more 
information about the pagoda, such as the building’s 
original design and material degradation, can be col­
lected by utilizing technologies such as Al and big data. 

“We experts are responsible for protecting and even 
restoring the pagoda, while other people can see this 
masterpiece and love it,” Liu from Tsinghua University 
said.

By LUO WANGSHU and ZHU XINGXIN 
in Yingxian, Shanxi

—

W
Zhao Yushan explains carpentry skills used in 
the Sakyamuni Pagoda in Yingxian, Shanxi 
province, in April, zhu xingxin / china daily

Left: The Sakyamuni Pagoda of the Fogong Temple in Yingxian, Shanxi province. Right: A well-preserved Buddha statue in the Sakyamuni Pagoda. 
PHOTOS BY ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY

High-tech preservation
In April, a virtual reality program that replicates the 

pagoda was released by Chinese technology company 
Lenovo Group and Tsinghua University’s School of 
Architecture.

Wearing VR glasses, visitors can experience what it 
would be like to climb the pagoda and explore its interi­
or.

The program has been donated to the county govern­
ment to become a part of its digital museum.

In February last year, the school began conducting 
modeling work on the wooden structure inside the 
pagoda, creating a database of parameters through 
structural research.

Meanwhile, Lenovo Group is utilizing its Al-generat- 
ed spatial computing technology, which combines Al, 
neural radiance fields technology and extended reality 
technology to construct a digital “twin” of the pagoda.
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DPRK calls declaration a threat to security

XINHUA—AGENCIES

Kremlin warns Russia could target Europe if US deploys missiles

AGENCIES VIA XINHUA
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By YIFAN XU in Washington 
yifanxu@chinadailyusa.com

victims are the capitals of these coun­
tries,” he said, speaking to Russian 
state television channel Russia 1.

Peskov also hinted that such a con­
frontation could undermine Europe 
as a whole — in the same way the Cold 
War ended with the Soviet Union’s 
collapse. “Europe is coming apart 
Europe is not living its best moment 
In a different configuration, a repeat 
of history is inevitable,” he said.

The White House announced on 
Wednesday during a NATO summit 

lines of communication during the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, Singh said. 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
hailed the US decision despite criti­
cism from members of his Social 
Democrats.

The decision marks a return of US 
cruise missiles to Germany after a 
2O-year absence.

Responding to the Kremlin’s 
warning that the US missile deploy­
ment could put European capitals at 
risk, a US State Department spokes­

that will be paid if this warning is 
ignored,” the ministry said.

In a statement on Saturday, the 
DPRK said the country’s military 
forces “will guarantee the national 
security in every way with its power­
ful nuclear war deterrent readiness” 

The DPRK lashed out at the nucle­
ar guidelines intended for “stepping 
up preparations for a nuclear war 
against the DPRK” by an integration 
of the nuclear forces of the US and 
the conventional forces of the ROK, 
saying it will “push the regional mili­
tary tensions to extremes”

The nuclear threat posed by the 
enemy forces, along with the ensuing 
dangerous regional security environ­
ment, “urgently requires the DPRK 
to further improve its nuclear deter­
rent readiness and add important 
elements to the composition of the 
deterrent” it said.

that it would periodically station 
long-range weapons including Tom­
ahawk cruise missiles in Germany 
from 2026 as a deterrent.

“Exercising these advanced capa­
bilities will demonstrate the United 
States’ commitment to NATO and its 
contributions to European integrat­
ed deterrence,” the White House said. 

The Kremlin has already criti­
cized the move, accusing Washing­
ton of taking a step toward a new 
Cold War and of directly partici­

person said the US and NATO “do 
not seek a military conflict with 
Russia ... but any military action 
directed against a NATO Ally would 
trigger an overwhelming response”. 

The German army does not have 
long-range missiles that launch 
from the ground, only cruise missil­
es that can be fired by aircraft

The 1980s deployment of US Per­
shing ballistic missiles in West Ger­
many at the height of the Cold War 
prompted widespread demonstra­
tions, with hundreds of thousands 
coming out in pacifist protest.

hail of bullets.
Two other attendees were criti­

cally wounded.
frump is due to receive his party’s 

formal nomination at the Repub­
lican National Convention, which 
kicks off in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
on Monday. He spent Saturday night 
at his golf club residence in Bedmin­
ster, New Jersey.

“I was going to delay my trip to 
Wisconsin, and The Republican 
National Convention, by two days, 
but have just decided that I cannot 
allow a ‘shooter,’ or potential assas­
sin, to force change to scheduling, 
or anything else. Therefore, I will be 
leaving for Milwaukee, as scheduled,” 
frump wrote on his Truth Social site 
on Sunday. Trump arrived in Mil­
waukee around 7 pm EDT Sunday. 

“I knew immediately that some­
thing was wrong in that I heard a 
whizzing sound, shots, and immedi­
ately felt the bullet ripping through 
the skin,” he wrote of the shooting. 
“Much bleeding took place.”

In a statement Sunday, former 
first lady Melania 'frump said that 
when she saw her husband wound­
ed, “I realized my life, and Barron’s 
life, were on the brink of devastating 
change,” referring to their son.

Cooks was a registered Republi­
can, according to state voter records, 
and had made a $15 donation to 
a Democratic political action com­
mittee at the age of 17 on Jan 20, 
2021, the day President Joe Biden 
was sworn in.

In the third time that Biden 
addressed the shooting, the presi­
dent said from the Oval Office on 
Sunday night that it was time to 
“lower die temperature” in Ameri­
can politics.

“All of us now face a time of testing 
as the election approaches,” he said. 

In brief remarks earlier Sunday, 
Biden called the shooting “contrary 
to everything we stand for us as a 
nation, everything1:

‘We cannot, we must not, go down 
this road in America,” he said. 

Biden, who is running against

MOSCOW - The Kremlin 
warned on Saturday that the deploy­
ment of US missiles in Germany 
could make European capitals tar­
gets for Russian missiles in a repeat 
of Cold War-style confrontation.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pes­
kov spoke of a “paradox” in which 
“Europe is a target for our missiles, 
our country is a target for US missiles 
in Europe”

‘We have enough potential to 
deter these missiles, butthe potential 

pating in the conflict in Ukraine. 
Russia’s Defense Ministry said on 

Friday that Defense Minister 
Andrey Belousov held a telephone 
call with his US counterpart Lloyd 
Austin where they discussed lower­
ing the risk of “possible escalation”. 

The call, the second in just more 
than two weeks between the defense 
chiefs, was initiated by Russia, Penta­
gon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh 
told a news briefing. Austin empha­
sized the importance of keeping open 

Last week’s NATO summit 
increased efforts to assist Ukraine in 
taking the fight to Russia, but “the 
escalation of the conflict needs to 
cease”, and “the situation is incredi­
bly dangerous” experts say.

“Twenty-five thousand more sol­
diers will be dead by now, and noth­
ing will have changed for the better,” 
said Sourabh Gupta, a senior fellow 
at the Institute for China-America 
Studies in Washington.

“Why not try to stop the fighting 
right now and try to have some sort 
of a cease-fire? But the West’s actions 
are not moving in that direction at 
this point of time.”

At a live dialogue on the summit 
on Thursday, Helga Zepp-LaRouche, 
founder of the Schiller Institute, a 
political and economic think tank in 
Germany, said: “If you look at it from 
the side of NATO, there is no option 
of diplomatic solution of going back 
to any kind of negotiations. There is 
only the policy of defeating Russia.” 

The three-day NATO summit was 
held in Washington from Tuesday to 
Thursday.

During a post-summit news con­
ference in Washington, the alliance’s 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
said, “At this summit, we are turning 
a corner and putting in place the 
foundations for Ukraine to prevail.” 

Gupta said die West’s approach is 
not helping matters because diey 
should be pushing Ukraine to have 
some conversations witii Russia to 
de-escalate die situation and reach a 
cease-fire now. “They are fueling the 
conflict by providing more arms,” he 
said, mentioning that the European 
members of NATO and the US have 
been continuing with “their sanctions 
routinely’:

NATO members have been taking 
different approaches to how Ukraine 
can use the military aid they provide 
— some, for now, only allow the 
weapons to be used inside Russia’s 
border against targets that support 
Russia’s special military operation in 
Ukraine, while some support 
Ukraine using them to strike targets 
deep inside Russia.

During the summit, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky 
called for lifting all the limitations to 
“win” and “prevail”.

Zepp-LaRouche said, “This idea 
that what is now being pushed prac-

The DPRK warned that NATO’s 
“globalization” strategy pursued by 
the US brings “the danger of a 
worldwide wari:

The DPRK also lambasted Wash­
ington for “seriously infringing upon 
die sovereignty and security interests 
of other countries and constantly 
destroying die strategic stability of 
die world while wantonly violating 
die recognized principles of interna­
tional law including respect for sover­
eignty, noninterference, equality and 
mutual benefit”

On the sidelines of the summit, 
the Republic of Korea and the US 
signed the “Guidelines for Nuclear 
Deterrence and Nuclear Operations 
on the Korean Peninsula”.

The DPRK’s Defense Ministry criti­
cized those guidelines as “reckless 
provocation” making Pyongyang 
enhance its own nuclear' deterrence 
capability. “Itwould be incomprehen­
sible for anyone to imagine the price 

to the east to encircle Russia more 
and more to now add to tiiat, to encir­
cle China”, which is “very dangerous” 

“What business do they have to try 
to expand to a global system all over 
the world trying to contain Russia 
and China?” She asked, also pointing 
out that countries of the Global South 
do not agree with that and insist on 
building their own system.

“It is very rational. It’s very under­
standable. It’s legitimate. Nobody 
has the right to impose their will on 
the majority of the world population, 
which is what these countries are, 
who together represent 85 percent of 
the human population,” she said.

“The best way to resolve it is to go in 
the direction of sovereignty. The Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence are 
a model, out of which all of interna­
tional law' came. The UN Charter is in 
cohesion with that”

The NATO declaration also called 
China a “decisive enabler” of the Rus­
sia-Ukraine conflict. Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said China wall nev­
er accept the “unfounded accusa­
tions” over a phone call with his 
Dutch counterpart Caspar Veldkamp. 

Gupta said NATO’s claim on China 
is “absurd but not surprising’:

‘They don’t have any specific fol­
low-up plans to punish China for its 
alleged behavior, whether it be 
so-called economic coercion or deci­
sive enabler,” he said. “This case-by- 
case characterization seems to me to 
be just one way to get headlines in 
the 24-hour news cycle.”

He said it might come to a point, 
maybe this year or the next, when 
there will be “complete exhaustion” 
for all the main parties fighting the 
conflict, and their backers.

“But the West will realize that the 
front lines are not going to change 
and that we now need apolitical solu­
tion to at least stop the war,” he said.

k

A student is rescued from the rubble of a collapsed two-story school in Jos, north-central Nigeria, on 
Friday. The collapse of the Saint Academy School in Plateau state killed 22 students, with dozens more 
in hospital for treatment, authorities said, ap

Trump in a rematch of 2020, said 
the two men had a “short but good” 
conversation Saturday night.

He said Trump lias been provided 
“every resource” for his security. The 
president added that he is directing a 
review of security at the rally and for 
the Republican convention.

Whether Saturday’s shooting will 
eventually lower the political tem­
perature in the US ahead of the Nov 
5 presidential election remains to 
be seen.

Many Republicans quickly blamed 
the violence on Biden and his allies, 
arguing that sustained attacks on 
frump as a threat to democracy have 
created a toxic environment. They 
pointed in particular to a comment 
Biden made to donors on July 8, say­
ing “it’s time to put Trump in the 
bullseye”

Homeland Security Secretary Ale­
jandro Mayorkas, whose department 
oversees the Secret Service, said offi­
cials were engaged with the Biden 
and frump campaigns and “taking 
every possible measure to ensure 
their safety and security’:

House Oversight Committee 
Chairman James Comer said in a 
statement on Saturday that he has 
“already contacted the Secret Service 
for a briefing and am also calling 
on Secret Service Director Kimberly 
Cheatle to appear for a hearing.”

Saturday’s shooting has increased 
calls for independent presidential 
candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to 
receive Secret Service protection. 
Kennedy, w'hose father, Senator Rob­
ert F. Kennedy, was assassinated in 
1968, and uncle, President John F. 
Kennedy, was assassinated in 1963, 
has said he lias been paying for his 
own private security at a high cost.

Colorado Governor Jared Polis, a 
Democrat, wrote on X on Saturday 
that he encourages Biden to “imme­
diately provide” Secret Service pro­
tection for Kennedy.

Representative Ritchie Torres, a 
New York Democrat, wrote on X 
on Sunday: “Congressman Mike 
Lawler (a New York Republican) 
and I are putting aside partisan 
differences to make a bipartisan 
push for enhanced Secret Ser­
vice Protection for President Joe 
Biden, former President Donald 
Trump, and presidential candi­
date Robert F Kennedy Jr. We 
plan to introduce bipartisan legis­
lation in the wake of the attempt­
ed assassination.”

SEOUL—The Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea “most strongly 
denounces and rejects” the Washing­
ton Summit Declaration issued by 
NATO last week, state media reported 
on Saturday.

The declaration is proof that the 
United States and the bloc pose “the 
most serious threat to the global 
peace and security”, the official 
Korean Central News Agency said, 
citing a statement released by the 
Foreign Ministry on Friday.

It is “an illegal document that vio­
lates the legitimate rights of inde­
pendent sovereign states and a 
confrontational program that 
incites new Cold War and military 
confrontation on a global scale,” the 
statement said.

The US’ moves to expand military 
blocs seriously threaten regional 
peace, extremely exacerbate the inter­
national security environment and 
spark a worldwide arms race, it said.

tically by all of NATO, that all weapon 
systems can be used deep into the 
territory of Russia, is a prescription 
that sooner or later we will reach a 
point of no return.”

According to her analysis, the 
accusation of NATO is that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s intentions 
include reinstating the Soviet Union 
and acquiring Ukraine and “will not 
stop” Zepp-LaRouche described this 
accusation as “arrogance”

“I have not seen any fact, any 
proof tiiat accusation is truthful, but 
the entire NATO behavior rests on 
that characterization of Putin’s 
intentions supposedly.

“But that arrogance of the 
so-called collective West is the prob­
lem. Because it is that arrogance 
which prevents these people from 
seeing the world as it is.”

Agencies contributed to this
story.

Plan triggering response
In a joint statement with the Ger­

man government on Wednesday, 
the White House said the “episodic 
deployments” of more advanced 
long-range missiles to Germany will 
begin in 2026.

Both sides said this plan demon­
strates the US’ “commitment to 
NATO and its contribution to the 
defense of Europe” which triggered 
Russia’s vow of a “military response” 
And in a common declaration on 
Wednesday, leaders of NATO coun­
tries said Ukraine is on an “irreversi­
ble path” to NATO membership.

Zepp-LaRouche compared these 
actions to the 1962 Cuban missile cri­
sis, saying, “It is a legitimate security 
interest of Russia to make tiiat point.” 

She also talked about the expan­
sion ofNATO, its policy of “expanding

“When you think about it, it’s a 
football field and a half... and that 
is a makeable shot by an individual. 
And obviously an inch would have 
made a difference in this case and 
frump wouldn’t be with us,” Pierson 
said.

Asked at a news conference 
whether law enforcement did not 
know the shooter was on the roof 
until he began firing, Kevin Rojek, 
the agent in charge of the FBI’s Pitts­
burgh field office, responded that 
“that is our assessment at this time” 

“It is surprising” that the gunman 
was able to open fire on the stage 
before the Secret Service killed him, 
Rojek added.

The FBI has taken the lead role in 
the investigation, the bureau said on 
X on Saturday. On Sunday, the FBI 
said the shooter likely acted alone. 

A former Secret Service agent told 
Business Insider that countersnipe rs 
should have provided “360-degree 
coverage”

“I don’t know how many they 
had, but they usually always look for 
360-degree coverage,” former agent 
Anthony Cangelosi said.

Bill Pickle, a former deputy assis­
tant Secret Service director, told The 
Wall Street Journal that how the 
agency communicated with local law 
enforcement and used technology 
such as drones will be investigated. 

“The reality is there’s just no 
excuse for the Secret Sendee to be 
unable to provide sufficient resourc­
es to cover an open rooftop 100 yards 
away from the site,” he said. “And 
there’s no way he should’ve got those 
shots off?’

A Secret Sendee spokesman said 
on X on Sunday that repoxts that 
a member of Trump’s team had 
requested additional security was 
“untrue’:

“There’s an untrue assertion tiiat 
a member of the former President’s 
team requested additional secu­
rity resources & that those were 
rebuffed. This is absolutely false. In 
fact, we added protective resources 
& technology & capabilities as part 
of the increased campaign travel 
tempo,” spokesman Anthony Gug- 
lielmi wrote.

Authorities identified the rally 
attendee who was shot and killed 
as Corey Comperatore, 50, a former 
volunteer fire chief: of Sarver, Penn­
sylvania. Governor Josh Shapiro told 
reporters that Comperatore was 
fatally shot when he dived on top of 
his family to protect them from the
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Protesters rally against NATO outside the alliance’s summit in 
Washington on Thursday, noah berger / ap

Analysts warn of dangerous escalation 
as bloc reinforces Kyiv against Moscow

I heard a whizzing 
sound, shots, and 
immediately felt 
the bullet ripping 
through the skin.” 
Former US president Donald 

Trump



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 6:45:35 PM

GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY8 | Monday, July 15,2024

BUSINESS
MORE NEWS WHENEVER YOU WANT IT ■ CHINADAILY.COM.CN/BUSINESS

Chinese firms’ new-age ventures elevate BRI
Nation’s corporates outgrow big-ticket infrastructure projects to redefine development globally
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A view of the NEV production line of BYD in Rayong, Thailand, sun weitong / xinhua
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Chinese warehouses abroad solve supply woes, offer many benefits

By Zhong Nan
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surprisingly wide range of 
products — household

business for Southeast Asia.
Shen said that the initial annual 

production capacity of this plant is 
100,000 units, which will be gradu­
ally expanded to 200,000 units in 
the next phase.

Chen Bin, deputy director of an 
expert committee at the Beijing­
based China Machinery Industry 
Federation, said that South Africa, 
Hungary, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, 
Vietnam and Malaysia have all for­
mulated EV-related policies to 
encourage and suppoxt the develop­
ment and growth of the industry.

Highlighting that electrification 
and intelligence complement each 
other, Chen said with growing popu-

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan@chinadaily.com.cn

infrastructure like overseas ware­
houses, reducing intermediate links. 

This approach helps optimize the 
structure and stabilize the scale of for­
eign trade, fosters new advantages in 
international economic cooperation, 
and has become a vital force in the 
development of China’s foreign trade. 

According to data from the Minis­
try of Commerce released in mid­
June, the number of Chinese 
overseas warehouses exceeds 2,500, 
covering a total area of over 30 mil­
lion square meters. Of these, more 
than 1,800 are specifically dedicated 
to serving the needs of cross-border 
e-commerce, with a combined area 
surpassing 22 million sq m.

In June, the Ministry of Com­
merce, along with other govern­
ment branches, introduced targeted 
policy measures to advance the con­
struction of overseas warehouses 
through a market-driven approach. 
These measures emphasize encour­
aging private sector participation to 
support businesses in the overseas 
warehouse sector

7,
/

domestic and foreign rivals.
For instance, Xuzhou Weijia Light 

Industry Co Ltd, a Xuzhou, Jiangsu 
province-based garment and suit­
case manufacturer, has established 
an overseas warehouse in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, enabling the trans­
shipment and distribution of prod­
ucts overseas.

This move fully leverages the role of 
overseas warehouses in smoothing 
the foreign trade supply chain, allow­
ing more products made by other 
export-oiiented companies in Xuzhou 
to continuously reach the Brazilian 
market as well as other neighboring 
markets in South America.

Overseas warehouses have also 
become a crucial solution to deal 
with the disruption of the global 
supply chain and fluctuations in 
international shipping costs during 
the peak season.

These facilities; essential to the

cross-border logistics supply chain 
and serving as intermediary hubs 
for Chinese goods, help ensure logis­
tics stability and bolster supply 
chain resilience.

By shipping goods in bulk to over­
seas warehouses, companies can 
benefit from lower shipping costs 
per unit. Moreover, local storage 
reduces the need for expedited ship­
ping, which is often more expensive. 

Therefore, investing in overseas 
warehouses allows companies to 
control inventory storage and man­
agement, enabling them to respond 
quickly to changing market 
demands and fluctuations in cus­
tomer preferences. This flexibility 
can lead to better sales performance 
and market penetration.

There are three main types of 
overseas warehouses: third party- 
operated overseas warehouses, 
overseas warehouses managed hv

China’s continuous efforts to 
enhance institutional opening-up 
and secure high-standard economic 
and free trade agreements, along­
side the swift expansion of its tech­
intensive green product industries, 
are anticipated to propel its compa­
nies to strategically invest in new 
plants, service centers and innova­
tion facilities in markets involved in 
the BRI, said Yu Jianlong, vice- 
chairman of the Beijing-headquar­
tered China Council for the 
Promotion of International Trade.

In addition to automakers such as 
SAIC Motor, Beijing Automotive 
Group, Guangzhou Automobile 
Group and BYD, Chinese battery 
and component manufacturers, 
including Contemporary Amperex 
Technology Co Ltd, Gotion High- 
tech Co Ltd and EVE Energy Co Ltd, 
have invested in BRI economies to 
supply products to their domestic 
partners and create jobs for local 
communities.

Recognizing this trend, Matthias 
Loebich, partner and leader for 
international business at Bearing­
Point, a European management and 
technology consultancy with more 
than 10,000 employees across 70 
countries and regions, said that Chi­
na’s fast-growing EV sector will con­
tinue to lead the world’s green 
transition and create enormous 
growth opportunities for upstream 
and downstream industries in the 
BRI landscape.

“This is evident in our doubling of 
Chinese automotive clients seeking 
consulting support over the past 
two years,” said Loebich, noting that 
Chinese automakers are enhancing

their internal capabilities in man­
agement, digital transformation 
and overseas strategies, learning 
from advanced markets to elevate 
their global presence.

The company established a dedi­
cated team to help Chinese auto­
makers conduct sustainability- 
related activities in both home and 
global markets in 2023, in order to 
further enhance their growth 
strength.

Collectively, such moves have had 
a positive effect on official data. Chi­
na’s nonfinancial outbound direct 
investment came in at $60.2 billion 
in the first five months, up 16.3 per­
cent year-on-year, statistics from the 
Ministry of Commerce showed.

China’s cooperation with coun­
tries and regions participating in 
the BRI continued to show growth 
momentum as ODI in these econo­
mies came in at $12.81 billion, up 
nearly 13 percent year-on-year.

The value of trade between China 
and BRI economies was worth 8.31 
trillion yuan ($1.14 trillion) during 
the January-May period, up 7.2 per­
cent year-on-year, data from the 
General Administration of Customs 
showed.

Such a rise will likely be sustained 
given certain strategic Chinese cor­
porate moves. For instance, in late 
June, Chinese train maker CRRC 
Corp, driven by its product upgrade 
and technology accumulation, 
unveiled seven new energy locomo­
tives in Beijing, to offer the world 
new solutions for green, low-carbon 
development in rail transport. 
These will enrich CRRC Corp’s over­
all product offerings. This marked a

%

At Chinese automaker Great Wall 
Motor’s welding workshop in Ray­
ong, Thailand, numerous robotic 
aims in operation indicate the level 
of high-tech in use even as Chinese 
teclmicians guide local employees 
through the welding process.

Following the successful rollout of 
its first electric vehicle at its plant in 
Thailand this January, the Baoding, 
Hebei province-based carmaker 
said that multiple batches of Thai 
workers have now mastered the pro­
duction processes of its EV prod­
ucts. They have thus become 
valuable assets for the company, aid­
ing its expansion efforts in other 
Southeast Asian markets.

Elsewhere, Beijing-based artifi­
cial intelligence services provider 
Terminus Group is charting a simi­
lar course to bring additional value 
to an overseas market. Amid the 
intensified efforts by many Middle 
Eastern countries to leverage the 
digital economy for sustainable 
growth, Terminus launched its 
international headquarters in 
Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, in 
February.

It will not only facilitate Termi­
nus’ projects and business expan­
sion initiatives in the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, Oman and other 
countries in the region, but also sup­
port the group’s operations in Singa­
pore, Australia and numerous 
countries participating in the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

Both GWM and Terminus are 
epitomes of a larger trend — that of 
Chinese enterprises operating in the 
vast BRI landscape going beyond 
big-ticket infrastructure projects 
like dams, highways, railroads, air­
ports and municipal engineering 
works.

As many parts of the world enter 
a new phase of development, Chi­
nese companies, particularly those 
from high-end manufacturing and 
trade in services, are adjusting their 
strategies to better align with the 
evolving environment in BRI econ­
omies, said Wan Zhe, a researcher 
at the Belt and Road School of Bei­
jing Nonnal University.

Facing challenges like escalating 
geopolitical tensions and rising pro­
tectionism in certain countries, Chi­
nese enterprises are focusing on 
avoiding risks and generating reve­
nue through higher-value business 
ventures that serve the changing 
landscape better, said Wan.

For instance, GWM plans to start 
operations at its new factories in 
Vietnam, Indonesia and Malaysia 
this year or the next.

Similarly, Chang’an Automobile 
Co, a Chongqing-based State-owned 
automaker, is building a factory in 
Rayong province, Thailand. The 
first phase of the project will involve 
an investment of over $240 million 
and is scheduled to begin produc­
tion in 2025.

The new energy vehicles pro­
duced will be not only marketed in 
Thailand but also exported to other 
neighboring ASEAN (the Associa­
tion of Southeast Asian Nations) 
countries, as well as Australia, New 
Zealand, the United Kingdom and 
South Africa, said Shen Xinghua, 
president of Chang’an Automobile’s

lations in many countries, particu­
larly in Africa and Southeast Asia, 
an increasing number of young con­
sumers who prefer smart technolo­
gies are emerging, making these 
markets more proactive in embrac­
ing EVs.

His observation reflects a trend. 
China’s NEVs are becoming popular 
in overseas markets thanks to their 
quality, driving range and multi­
functionality.

Some 519,000 EVs and plug-in 
hybrids were exported from China 
between January and May, up 13.7 
percent year-on-year, said the China 
Association of Automobile Manu­
facturers.

notable step forward in green tran­
sition efforts in both domestic and 
global markets.

Lin Cunzeng, CRRC’s vice-presi­
dent, said the development of this 
series of new energy locomotives is a 
concrete step to promote the renew­
al and upgrade of outdated equip­
ment in both home and foreign 
markets, and advance the green and 
low-carbon transformation of rail 
transit equipment.

“They will contribute to the high- 
quality growth of the BRI and 
enrich China’s export content,” said 
Lin.

These new locomotives, he said, 
wall drive the demand for diverse 
new energy products like power bat­
teries and hydrogen energy power 
packs. They will, therefore, stimu­
late the development of upstream 
industries like basic materials and 
core components, fostering new 
drivers of economic growth.

The current reshaping of the glob­
al supply chain has generated new 
avenues for Chinese companies to 
match their capabilities with shift­
ing market needs, said Lyu Yue, a 
professor at the Academy of China 
Open Economy Studies, part of the 
University of International Business 
and Economics in Beijing.

“Showing strong competitive­
ness, Chinese companies excel in 
industries like new energy vehicles, 
lithium-ion batteries and photovol­
taic products,” said Lyu, adding this 
has resulted in increased accept­
ance and collaboration from many 
countries involved in the BRI.

Agreed Michael Dyke, CEO of the 
Riyadh-based New Murabba Devel­
opment Co, a business unit of Saudi 
Arabia’s Public Investment Fund. 
Dyke said that the tangible growth 
of the BRI and enhanced Sino-Saudi 
business relations will attract more 
Chinese companies to expand their 
market presence in Saudi Arabia.

New Murabba Development is 
responsible for building a modem 
town in Riyadh. Its development 
spans 19 square kilometers. The 
project will include 2 million square 
meters of floor space featuring retail 
areas, tourist attractions, 104,000 
residential units, 9,000 hotel rooms 
and 80 entertainment venues. Its 
first phase is scheduled to be com­
pleted and operationalized in 2030. 

China Harbour Engineering Co 
Ltd, a Beijing-headquartered sub­
sidiary of State-owned China Com­
munications Construction Co Ltd, 
will carry out the first phase of exca­
vation work for this project.

Pl

Lyu Yue, professor at 
the Academy of China Open
Economy Studies

V

Showing strong 
competitiveness, 
Chinese companies 
excel in industries 
like new energy 
vehicles, lithium-ion 
batteries and 
photovoltaic 
products.”

appliances, auto parts, 
chemicals and passenger vehicles — 
get loaded into shipping containers 
at the Jiangsu (Suzhou) Internation­
al Railway Logistics Center in Suz­
hou, East China’s Jiangsu province, 
for export to Europe through the 
China-Europe freight train service. 

The goods are destined for Buda­
pest, Hungary. Many reach ware­
houses of Chinese companies 
there. After arrival, they will be dis­
tributed to other Central and East­
ern F.nronpan countries

e-commerce platforms and self-op- 
erated overseas warehouses ran by 
companies themselves.

Large business groups often build 
their own overseas warehouses. 
This allows the company concerned 
to have complete control over inven­
tory management and logistics pro­
cesses, and it can quickly adjust 
inventory and shipping strategies 
based on market demand.

For small and medium-sized 
enterprises, third-party operated 
overseas warehouses and overseas 
warehouses managed by e-com- 
merce platforms are more suitable 
and cost-effective.

Cross-border e-commerce is a new 
business model in foreign trade driv­
en by technological innovation, 
actively utilizing new technologies, 
adapting to new trends, and cultivat­
ing new drivers of growth. It synergi- 
zes with new foreign trade
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This approach is a far cry from 
the one adopted by MNCs in China. 
Three or four decades ago, MNCs 
such as the German industrial con­
glomerate Bosch Group and the 
United States-based consumer 
goods giant Procter & Gamble ini­
tially set up offices in cities like 
Shanghai and Guangzhou to test 
the market before investing signifi­
cant amounts to build factories in 
China. For Chinese exporters look­
ing to grow their businesses abroad, 
however, such a cautious approach 
does not work well now.

Driven by big data solutions, the 
fast-growing trade volume generat­
ed by the Belt and Road Initiative, 
cross-border e-commerce and Chi­
nese companies’ industrial 
upgrades, many of them have 
invested directly in overseas ware­
houses. This strategy allows them to 
comnpfp more pffpctivelv with hath

1.1*

Employees work on a battery production line of BYD in Brazil. 
WANG TIANCONG / XINHUA
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Manufacturers up investments in services trade
Growth of the sector in China expected to maintain upward trajectory this year despite rising protectionism, uncertainties
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Countering EU misconceptions about Chinese electric vehicles imperative
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protectionist measures, regarding 
them as neither reasonable nor 
justified.

The German Association of the 
Automotive Industry said recently 
that the planned tariffs against Chi­
na-made EVs would be counterpro­
ductive for Europe’s climate goals 
and harmful to its industry and con­
sumers. Western car manufacturers 
in China would also be affected, in 
some cases even worse than Chinese 
companies, it noted.

“Competitiveness is fostered 
through competition,” the associa­
tion said.

Is Chinese “overcapacity” or EU 
undercapacity the problem? 

Probably the latter.
As observed by the Swiss newspa­

per Neue Zurcher Zeitung, if a coun­
try' only produced for its domestic 
market, there would be no interna­
tional trade. The automotive indus­
try' inherently' operates on global 

H!

of 48.4 percent on a yearly basis. 
Upbeat about the Chinese mar­

ket, EHL Hospitality Business 
School, a Swiss hospitality manage­
ment university, started the seventh 
“HEMBA” program — an executive 
master of business administration 
in hospitality — with China Europe 
International Business School in 
Shanghai in June.

Achim Schmitt, dean of the Lau­
sanne, Switzerland-based school, 
said the university will provide 
more tailor-made courses for Chi­
nese students in the coming years. 

Schmitt said that the hotel busi­
ness in China has changed signifi-

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan@chinadaily.com.cn

and trade demands of local 
customers.

“The launch of these two new car­
go flights is a proactive move to 
meet the growing demand of Chi­
na’s foreign trade and deepen coop­
eration with the local market,” said 
Koh Poh-Yian, vice-president for 
operations at FedEx China.

China’s trade in services totaled 
3.02 trillion yuan ($415.66 billion) in 
the first five months of this year, up 
16 percent year-on-year, data from 
the Ministry of Commerce showed. 

In the meantime, the country’s 
imports and exports of travel servi­
ces totaled 820 billion yuan, a jump

areas. Local experiences are highly 
valued, including a taste of regional 
cuisine and cultural performances,” 
said Schmitt.

The huge market demand and 
growth opportunities in China, 
particularly in sectors like export- 
related manufacturing, travel, 
smart city development and e-com- 
merce, are driving an increasing 
number of multinational compa­
nies to boost their investments in 
trade in services business within 
the country, said Nie Pingxiang, a 
researcher specializing in trade in 
services at the Chinese Academy of 
International Trade and Economic

candy in recent years. For example, 
luxury hotels are losing points witii 
travelers in favor of specialized bou­
tique hotels and fancy breakfasts. A 
number of hotels in Yunnan prov­
ince and die Xizang autonomous 
region with beautiful landscapes 
have been the go-to options for a 
number of travelers.

Developing sendees related to 
immersive experiences is an effec­
tive way to attract more foreign 
tourists, as it allows them to explore 
these destinations from the comfort 
of their own homes, he added. 

“People are eager to learn about 
the culture and scenic beauty of new
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panies like Volkswagen and BMW 
have established research centers in 
China or collaborated directiy with 
Chinese firms to drive technological 
innovation. This has helped Europe­
an automakers better understand 
and adapt to the Chinese market, 
positioning them advantageously in 
electric and intelligent vehicles.

In recent years, Chinese EVs have 
progressed significantiy, which sur­
prised many in Europe. Yet their 
market share in Europe remains 
low. Still, some politicians are trying 
to exploit the situation for political 
purposes.

In fact, over the past 40 years, 
European carmakers have undoubt­
edly benefited from cooperation 
witii China, as evidenced by tiieir 
opposition to the EU's anti-subsidy 
investigation of China-made EVs. 
Major car companies such as Volks­
wagen, BMW and Mercedes-Benz 
have voiced their objections to these 

GENEVA — The EU’s decision to 
impose provisional tariffs on elec­
tric vehicles imported from China 
starting July 4 has triggered strong 
dissatisfaction from both Chinese 
and European automakers, prompt­
ing the two sides to start consulta­
tions on the EU’s anti-subsidy 
investigation of Chinese EVs in late 
June.

As the talks are underway, it is 
crucial for the EU to review the facts 
on the following issues to avoid 
politicizing economic and trade 
matters.

Has Europe suffered losses from 
automotive cooperation with China? 

Never.
Collaboration between the Chi­

nese and European automotive 
industries began 40 years ago when 
Volkswagen established a joint ven­
ture in China, followed by other 
manufacturers like PSA Peugeot Cit­
roen, BMW and Daimler.

Over the four decades, European 
car manufacturers have produced 
and sold a significant number of 
vehicles in China. Volkswagen had 
delivered approximately 40 million 
vehicles in the Chinese market by 
tiie end of 2022. BMW Brilliance 
Automotive, a China-Germany joint 
venture, rolled its 6 millionth vehi­
cle off tiie production line in May. 
For both Volkswagen and BMW, 
sales in China account for over 30 
percent of their global total.

While bringing advanced technol­
ogies, management experience, and 
production techniques to China, 
European automakers have also 
reaped substantial profits in the 
competitive Chinese market.

Even in the field of new energy 
vehicles, China and Europe are not 
engaged in a zero-sum game. Com-

The exhibition area of BYD during the Ecar Show 2024 in Lisbon, 
Portugal, in May. wen xinnian / xinhua

production and global sales. In 
2023, around 80 percent of cars pro­
duced in Germany and 50 percent of 
those made in Japan were exported, 
while only about 12.7 percent of Chi­
na’s EVs were sold to the interna­
tional market. Accusations of 
China’s “overcapacity” are therefore 
groundless.

According to research by the 
International Energy Agency, to 
achieve carbon neutrality' annual 
global sales of EVs need to reach 
about 45 million by 2030, more than 
three times the figure in 2023 and 
far exceeding current global pro­
duction capacity.

Take tiie EU as an example. Its 
transportation sector accounts for 
nearly a quarter of total green­
house gas emissions. To meet the 
net-zero emission target by 2050, 
the EU needs at least 30 million 
zero-emission vehicles on the road 
by 2030. From a supply and 
demand perspective, the electric 
vehicle sector is not experiencing 
overcapacity but rather facing a 
capacity shortage.

In essence, the EU’s allegations of 
China’s “overcapacity” in EVs and 
concerns about “supply chain secu­
rity” are just excuses to prevent Chi­
na from participating in normal 
international trade and undermine 
the development of China’s EVs.

The so-called “dumping” of Chi­
nese EVs in Europe is also exagger­
ated. Most EVs exported from China 
to Europe are Western brands made 
in China.

According to data from the Euro­
pean Federation for Transport and 
Environment, in 2023,19.5 percent 
of EVs sold in Europe were pro­
duced in China, and only 79 percent 
of those were Chinese brands. US 
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Is the EU’s investigation reason­
able?

No.
Industry insiders believe that the 

EU’s investigation seeks to prevent 
Chinese EV companies from invest­
ing and expanding in Europe and to 
diminish the competitiveness of 
emerging Chinese industries, so as 
to protect local traditional indus­
tries. Timed before the just-conclud­
ed EU elections, this protectionist 
move is geopolitically motivated.

The EU lias always portrayed 
itself as a staunch defender of free 
trade, and it claims that its investi­
gation is meant to determine 
whether China is excessively subsi­
dizing its EV industry and will set 
tariffs based on the findings. How­
ever, in fact, the investigation was 
initiated without requests from 
member states or the auto industry. 

Moreover, the investigation pro­
cess was characterized by noncom- 
pliant sampling standards and a 
lack of transparency, seriously 
breaching WTO rules.

For example, the EU excluded high- 
sales producers from member states 
during the sampling process, demon­
strating a clear discriminatory 
approach aimed at Chinese EV firms. 

Visionaiy voices from Europe’s 
political, business, and academic 
circles have urged that, instead of 
keeping Chinese EVs out, the EU 
should collaborate witii China to 
leverage technological and supply 
chain advantages to enhance 
Europe’s industrial landscape, meet 
emission reduction commitments, 
cater to consumers and achieve 
mutual benefits. Putting up barriers 
is nothing but a shortsighted move.

Cooperation in Beijing.
To seek more growth points, Chi­

na rolled out in April national and 
pilot free trade zone versions of 
negative lists for international 
trade in services, further liberaliz­
ing its service sector and creating a 
more open and fair business 
environment.

Nie said that lowering entry barri­
ers for foreign investors in the servi­
ces sector stimulates competition 
among domestic sendee providers. 
The competition drives businesses 
to enhance their services, boost effi­
ciency and improve overall 
competitiveness.

■

carmaker Tesla’s Shanghai factory 
exported around 340,000 vehicles 
in 2023, nearly half of which were 
sold to Europe. Thus, Chinese EV 
brands hold a relatively small mar­
ket share in Europe, far from being 
tiie main players.

Is a boom in Chinese EVs tiie 
result of subsidies? 

No.
China’s success in the EV sector 

stems from technological innova­
tion, a robust supply chain and a 
competitive market, rather than 
from subsidies.

A report by tiie US-based Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies has noted the importance of 
recognizing the tremendous 
advancements made by Chinese EV 
manufacturers and battery produc­
ers. Recent years have seen substan­
tial improvements in the energy 
density, range, and reliability of Chi­
nese EV batteries, as well as better 
designs, infotainment systems, and 
autonomy capabilities.

The EU’s claim that China’s 
affordable EVs are heavily subsi­
dized and therefore disrupt the mar­
ket is baseless. In reality, it is the 
EU’s protectionist measures that are 
causing market disruption.

Subsidy policies originated in 
Europe and the United States and 
are widely practiced globally. China 
does not implement any subsidies 
that are prohibited under WTO 
rules.

In contrast, Europe and the Unit­
ed States have significantiy intensi­
fied their subsidies for EVs in recent 
years, witii a range of exclusive and 
discriminatory practices. This has 
created barriers for Chinese EVs and 
is in clear violation of WTO 
regulations.

Li
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When Loctek Ergonomic Tech­
nology Corp, a Ningbo, Zhejiang 
province-based office products 
manufacturer, launched its first self­
owned container vessel with a 
capacity of 1,800 TEUs (twenty-foot 
equivalent units) last April, its goal 
was to reduce shipping costs and 
meet schedules on time.

Few could anticipate that this 
move would turn trade in services- 
related business into another major 
revenue driver for the company this 
year.

“Pushed by our clients’ demand 
for shipping sendees and soaring 
goods orders generated by cross- 
border e-commerce transitions, 
space on our container ships has 
always been fully booked and we 
have put two new overseas ware­
houses into operation in the United 
States and Germany in early July” 
said Xiang Lehong, chairman of 
Loctek Ergonomic.

“Buying the container vessel has 
helped more Chinese exporters ship 
their products abroad,” said Xiang, 
adding that the company today is 
also providing overseas warehous­
ing services to more than 700 
exporters across various industries. 

Loctek Ergonomic’s initiative is 
just an example to highlight how 
capable Chinese manufacturers 
transform their businesses to the 
next level and seek more growth 
points in trade in services.

In contrast to goods trade, trade 
in services refers to the sale and 
delivery of intangible services like 
transportation, tourism, telecom­
munications, warehousing, 
advertising, computing and 
accounting.

Despite facing rising trade protec­
tionism and economic uncertain­
ties, the growth of China’s trade in 
services will maintain an upward 
trajectory this year, with huge 
potential in foreign trade, consump­
tion, logistics and tourism, experts 
and foreign business executives 
said.

Attracted by China’s growing for­
eign trade volume, US-based logis­
tics provider FedEx launched two 
new flights to the United States 
from Qingdao, Shandong province, 
and Xiamen, Fujian province in 
June.

The company also plans to estab­
lish international gateway facilities 
at each location to enhance opera­
tional and clearance efficiency, in 
keeping witii the increased business

I

■i

S .A 

____
r £L /

Visitors check out imported products at a trade expo in Langfang, Hebei province, in June, wang min / xinhua
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Fiscal, tax system reforms key to development
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Outright ban on securities refinancing not best solution
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he China Securities Regulatory 
Commission has announced a halt 
to securities refinancing starting
Thursday, in the latest move to 

maintain stock market stability. Existing 
contracts can be extended, but they must be 
settled no later than Sept 30, the CSRC said 
on Wednesday.

The persistent market volatility in the 
A-share market, despite continuous positive 
indicators, can be attributed to several key 
factors.

First, the current favorable news mostly 
pertains to long-term institutional improve­
ments, with limited immediate impact on 
the market. Policies such as enhancing the 
quality of listed companies, promoting divi­
dend increases, and managing the market 
value of central enterprises are expected to 
take three to five years to show substantial 
effects. These measures, while positive, do 
not offer immediate support to current mar­
ket trends.

Meanwhile, the ongoing global macroeco­
nomic slump, coupled with changes in Chi­
nese government policies, has contributed 

funds and institutional investors that con­
duct securities refinancing transactions rou­
tinely, particularly large and concentrated 
holdings, should occur monthly or quarterly, 
□ear disclosure of the purposes of borrowed 
securities, especially for large-scale short-sell­
ing operations, is crucial.

Additionally, compliance audits should be 
strengthened by introducing third-party 
independent audit institutions to ensure the 
authenticity and completeness of disclo­
sures. Noncompliant institutions should 
face strict penalties, including fines and 
business suspensions.

Meanwhile, there is a need to limit short- 
selling ratios. Set dynamic short-selling ratio 
caps, adjusting based on market volatility. For 
example, during high volatility, limit short- 
selling ratios for individual stocks to within 10 
percent of their free-float shares, and relax 
this to 15-20 percent during stable periods.

Moreover, efforts are needed to imple­
ment stricter caps for strategically impor­
tant industries or stocks to prevent 
malicious short-selling from threatening 
national economic security.

Additionally, there is a call for introducing 
a tiered management system based on the 
scale, historical performance, and risk man­
agement capabilities of institutions, allow­
ing larger, well-performing institutions 
higher short-selling caps while imposing 
stricter limits on smaller and new entrants.

them to better carry out their respective 
responsibilities.

It is also crucial to maintain the overall 
stability of the financial balance between 
central and local governments when deep­
ening taxation reforms.

Currently, there is a heightened need for 
the central government to enhance its coor­
dinating role and for local governments to 
improve the efficiency of their public servi­
ces. The fundamental stability of the finan­
cial structure between die central and local 
governments is imperative for sustaining 
fiscal capabilities and macroeconomic regu­
latory functions.

Reform of the fiscal and tax system should 
also keep pace with the evolving dynamics 
and needs in the Chinese economy and soci­
ety at large.

As the shift to new growth drivers from 
traditional ones intensifies, emerging 
industries — led by the digital economy — 
are poised to become a significant driving 
force of China’s economic growth. Conse­
quently, the new round of fiscal and tax sys­
tem reform ought to resonate with these 
new dynamics and growth momentum.

to market fluctuations. The macroeconomic 
environment is one of the primary factors 
influencing stock market trends. Recent 
Chinese economic data and policy support 
have indeed brought positive signals to the 
market. However, global economic uncer­
tainties and international trade relations 
also contribute to market volatility.

Moreover, market sentiment and investor 
behavior shifts can also lead to market tur­
bulence. Positive news may initially drive 
the market upward, but subsequent profit­
taking behaviors can trigger volatility.

One of the main roles of the securities refi­
nancing mechanism, which enables major 
shareholders of listed companies to lend 
shares they own to investors, is to increase 
market liquidity, facilitating easier buying and 
selling of securities. This should theoretically 
aid in price discovery and market stability 
However, there are potential issues in practice. 

To start with, it leaves room for short­
term volatility and short-selling. After posi­
tive news, the market typically experiences 
an upswing. However, as stock prices rise, 
some investors might use the securities 
refinancing mechanism to short-sell, antic­
ipating a short-term market correction. 
This behavior can exacerbate short-term 
volatility, leading to market fluctuations.

Second, it will amplify the influence of large 
funds. The securities refinancing mechanism 
allows large funds and institutional investors 

Regular evaluations should adjust caps 
dynamically based on performance and 
market conditions.

Finally, more measures are needed to 
actively regulate arbitrage behavior, such as 
establishing a real-time monitoring system 
to track large funds and institutional inves­
tors that conduct securities refinancing 
transactions routinely. Under the system, 
such behavior would trigger early warning 
mechanisms for unusual activities like fre­
quent large-scale borrowing and repay­

ment.
Use big data and artificial intelligence to 

analyze trading behavior deeply, identifying 
potential arbitrage. Introduce trading 
restrictions, such as requiring borrowed 
securities to be held for a minimum period 
(such as 10 trading days) before closing posi­
tions, to prevent rapid arbitrage operations. 

Temporarily increase securities refinanc­
ing borrowing rates in specific market condi­
tions (for instance, when a share price 
fluctuation exceeds a limit) to reduce arbi­
trage incentives. Enhance regulatory cooper­
ation between securities regulators and 
other financial oversight bodies to jointly 
tackle cross-market and cross-product arbi­
trage, sharing information and experiences 
with international counterparts to address 
cross-border arbitrage.

provincial level is necessary for the provin­
ces to balance lower-level interregional 
development.

We also need to scientifically improve the 
transfer payment system below the provin­
cial level to increase support for underdevel­
oped areas and grassroots governments.

Last but not the least, we need to further 
deepen reform of local taxation systems and 
establish a robust long-term mechanism for 
local taxes.

China’s local tax revenues depend heavily 
on shared taxes like value-added taxes and 
income taxes. Meanwhile, taxes that are 
locally exclusive often feature scattered tax 
sources, small revenue scale, and challenges 
in collection and administration.

From the perspective of financial security 
and tax collection efficiency, it is advisable at 
this stage to continue with a local tax system 
primarily based on shared taxes. However, it 
is recommended to appropriately increase 
local governments’ share of these taxes to 
ensure local fiscal stability and sustainability. 

Over the long term, it is essential to focus 
on establishing a stable and long-lasting 
mechanism to ensure local tax revenue via­
bility. Local governments may adjust meas­
ures to be in harmony with local conditions 
and gradually develop a local tax system pri­
marily based on locally exclusive taxes.

We should also investigate the viability of 
modestly delegating some fiscal authority to 
local governments, therefore bolstering 
their financial resources and motivating

In the short term, it is advisable to further 
increase transfer payments to alleviate 
financial pressure on local governments.

And over the medium to long term, it is 
crucial to improve the system by using sci­
entific assessment and calculation methods 
to make fund allocations more rational and 
efficient.

It is also imperative to further deepen 
reform of the fiscal and tax system at sub­
provincial levels to bolster the financial sus­
tainability of local governments.

It is important to ensure that the division 
of governance and spending responsibilities 
below provincial levels is formalized and 
legalized. A dynamic adjustment mecha­
nism should be established from a top-level 
design perspective to enhance the system’s 
binding efficacy, thereby ensuring the effec­
tiveness and stability of the division.

We also need to improve revenue distri­
bution effectiveness among governments 
below the provincial level, appropriately 
transfer tax collection power to lower-level 
governments, standardize tax revenue shar­
ing and enforce the principle of statutory 
taxation.

Moreover, there should be a measured 
transfer of financial resources to sub-pro­
vincial governments, including exploring 
the viability of increasing the tax-sharing 
proportions for cities and counties. Never­
theless, for provinces that have serious 
developmental disparities, a certain con­
centration of financial resources at the

to operate more flexibly. They might engage 
in hedging, buying stocks to benefit from an 
uptrend while short-selling to mitigate risks. 
Such complex operations could introduce 
certain volatility effects into the market.

Despite issues with the securities refi­
nancing mechanism, an outright ban is not 
the best solution.

First, the securities refinancing mecha­
nism plays a positive role in increasing mar­
ket liquidity and providing risk-hedging 
tools. Second, completely banning the secu­
rities refinancing mechanism could reduce 
market liquidity, affecting price discovery 
and market efficiency.

More importantly, banning the securities 
refinancing mechanism will not fundamen­
tally resolve issues like market manipula­
tion and unfair competition, which require 
improved regulatory frameworks and mar­
ket mechanisms.

To mitigate the negative impact of the 
securities refinancing mechanism on mar­
ket trends, further regulation is necessary.

First of all, more efforts are needed to 
enhance information disclosure. Real-time 
disclosure of trading data is essential. This 
includes requiring securities firms and fund 
management companies to disclose the fre­
quency and scale of their securities refinanc­
ing transactions, including the quantity, price, 
and counterparties for each transaction.

Regular disclosure of the holding of large 

market’s role in resource allocation.
Second, we should ensure some spending 

responsibilities are transferred to the cen­
tral government, promoting the standardi­
zation and legalization of the allocation of 
governance responsibilities.

For instance, we must continue to refine 
and implement the existing division of gov­
ernance and expenditure responsibilities 
between central and local governments, 
adjusting and streamlining the specific 
arrangements for this division to improve 
practicality.

Some specific governance and spending 
responsibilities should be transferred to the 
central government in an appropriate man­
ner, such as those related to the national 
flow of production factors and market inte­
gration, as well as some cross-regional 
issues.

Legally, we need to define the principles of 
governance responsibility division in laws 
and regulations to ensure the stability, effec­
tiveness and sustainability of fiscal authori­
ty allocation.

Third, we also need to refine the transfer 
payment system to maximize its policy 
effect.

In recent years, the scale of transfer pay­
ments has been on the rise, and such 
increased transfers have been instrumental 
in mitigating local fiscal pressures. However, 
an excessive reliance on fiscal transfers can 
potentially dampen the enthusiasm of local 
governments and lead to moral hazard issues.

he Central Economic Work Confer­
ence held in December proposed to 
arrange a new round of fiscal and 
tax system reform measures. The 

proposed fiscal and tax system reforms 
should be in line with the current stage of 
China’s economic and social development.

In 1994, the tax-sharing system was initi­
ated, marking the beginning of a redistribu­
tion of tax revenues between the central and 
local governments. Since then, the central 
government has continuously refined the 
framework of the tax-sharing system, 
including the division of revenues, the delin­
eation of governance and fiscal responsibili­
ties, and the establishment of related 
supportive mechanisms.

However, there remain some areas of 
obscurity and irrationality that lias resulted 
in dampened efficiency of resource alloca­
tion and financial strain on local govern­
ment budgets.

The upcoming fiscal and tax system 
reform needs to better define the roles of the 
central government and local governments, 
improve the delineation of governance and 
fiscal responsibilities between them, and 
cany out corresponding reforms in the 
establishment of related supportive institu­
tional frameworks.

The central government’s budget is main­
ly allocated to areas such as national defense 
and strategic reserves of grain and oil, 
whereas local governments are responsible 
for the bulk of expenditures in most other 
sectors. Local governments account for 
about 60-80 percent of spending on some 
critical fields with broad national signifi­
cance and effects, such as social security and 
education. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
local governments shouldered large 
amounts of macro-governance and public 
services, further exacerbating their fiscal 
burdens and leading to wide revenue­
spendinggaps.

In some areas, the division of governance 
and fiscal responsibilities between central 
and local governments is too vague, charac­
terized by ambiguous boundaries and a lack 
of unified legal provisions, making it hard 
for them to be implemented.

Therefore, first, the relationship between 
government and the market should be fur­
ther clarified, the boundaries of govern­
ance and fiscal responsibilities should be 
clearly explained, and the role of market 
mechanisms should be fully leveraged to 
alleviate the pressure of government 
spending.

In sectors with a strong public well-being 
nature, the government should continue to 
bear the primaiy responsibility. In quasi­
public sectors with higher degrees of mar- 
ketization and diminishing public well­
being attributes, emphasis should be placed 
on the guiding role of government invest­
ment, thereby encouraging deep participa­
tion from private capital.

In areas that can be fully addressed by 
market mechanisms, the government 
should streamline administration, ease reg­
ulations and provide support to market for­
ces, thus reducing pressure on the 
government while better unleashing the

ByYuanHaixia,
Wang Yuanhui 
and Liang Yunxi
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Former US President Donald Tramp 
was reported to be “fine” on Saturday 
night (local time) following what is report­
edly an apparent assassination attempt 
that resulted in a wound to his ear. 

The extreme event reflects the politi­
cally polarized society in the United 
States, where dissatisfaction with the 
elderly candidates in the coming election 
is rampant among voters. Both candi­
dates represent starkly different policy 
directions, exacerbating the divide. 
Issues such as immigration and LGBTQ 
rights evoke strong emotions and diver­
gent values, leading some individuals to 
extreme measures.

The acrimonious straggle between the 
two parties has created a tumultuous

Subjectively, continuing campaign 
activities would involve criticizing and 
attacking Trump as an opponent, which 
may not be appropriate at this moment. 
It could also provide ammunition for 
those seeking to incite extreme actions 
against Tramp, making it a less man­
ageable situation. Thus, a pause is 
advisable.

This suspension, in fact, will also 
benefit Biden personally. Since the first 
televised debate, Biden has faced criti­
cism for his poor performance, with 
calls from within his party to withdraw 
from the race. He lias also made several 
gaffes in public. Taking a break at this 
juncture can shift the focus, possibly 
easing tensions or reducing some pres­
sure on him, ultimately working in his 
favor in the election.

The attack on Tramp is a significant 
and noteworthy event that is bound to

spokesperson for the Chinese Foreign Ministry has stressed that if the Unit­
ed States does not take practical actions to abide by its commitments to 
recognize “Tibet” as a part of China and not support “Tibet independence” 

. Beijing will be left with no recourse but to take resolute and strong measures 
to firmly defend China’s sovereignty, security and development interests.

The Chinese side’s urging that the US not go its own sweet way came after the US 
introduced the “Promoting a Resolution to the Tibet-China Dispute Act” or “Resolve 
Tibet Act” An amended edition of the “Tibetan Policy Act of 2002” it was approved by 
the US House of Representatives on Friday local time and then signed into law by US 
President Joe Biden. While the modifications might seem anything but sensational, put 
in perspective with other recent China-related developments in Washington, the legisla­
tion gives further impetus to a trend of unfethomably damaging potential.

The Act is a last-minute attempt to exploit the Dalai Lama clique, but it includes not 
only clauses that violate both US obligations under bilateral agreements and interna­
tional laws and conventions, but also the seeds of greater troubles going forward.

Anything could happen on Capitol Hill going forward, and with anxiety over perceived 
challenges from China inexorably growing in Washington, the Act is of concern as it pro­
vides a handy tool for those seeking to compromise Chinese territorial and sovereign 
integrity. Upon signing, Biden said the Act “does not change” the US policy that recogniz­
es the Xizang autonomous region and other Tibetan areas of China as part of the People’s 
Republic of China. Yet from its official title on, the legislation shows an explicit intention 
to do the opposite. The so-called “Tibet-China dispute” is a US Congress invention rather 
than a real-world issue. The “Tibet” of the US narrative, whether it refers to the present- 
day Xizang autonomous region or the autonomous region along with other Tibetan 
inhabited areas in China, is a part of China. This is an internationally accepted reality, 
which the US president also acknowledged in his statement

There is no dispute between the central government and local governments in the 
Xizang autonomous region and other Tibetan areas. The so-called Tibetan govern- 
ment-in-exile based in Dharamshala, India, has no international recognition as a repre­
sentative of the real Xizang. Even those behind the US Act know it has no validity for 
that role. Simply put, there is no jurisprudential basis for Dharamshala to speak or act 
in the name of “Tibet” The legislation’s central claim that “the conflict between Tibet 
and the People’s Republic of China is unresolved” is therefore nothing but a falsehood 
fabricated by Washington to serve the aim of destabilizing China.

The legislation’s drafters worked hard, enlisting multiple Cold War-era US legisla­
tions that misrepresent Xizang, to muddy the water on its status as part of China. The 
Act seeks to portray the autonomous region as “an occupied country under the estab­
lished principles of international law”, in open disregard of the fact that the region has 
been and remains in international law a part of China, which no country in the world 
identifies as a “country”. Contrary to this truth, the drafters present the lie that “the 
legal status of Tibet remains to be determined in accordance with international law”. 

There are well-documented records that suffice to discredit that proposition, show­
ing that Tibet officially came under Chinese jurisdiction during the Yuan Dynasty (1271- 
1368), which was more than 700 years ago. That might be hard for the lawmakers in 
Washington to grasp as that is long before the US was founded as a country. And, as 
everyone knows, for those in Washington anything that occurred before the Big Bang of 
the US’ existence is some kind of primitive myth.

Yet, provocative as it is, disruptive as it may be, the US legislation will hardly inflict 
the kind of damage on China that its backers hope for, simply because it is inherently so 
blatantly weaponized as a means to attack China that no one can mistake it otherwise.

he third plenary session of the 20th Communist Party of China Central Com­
mittee, convened this week in Beijing, is viewed as one of the most important 
meetings of the central leadership this year as it is expected to study key issues 
concerning further comprehensively deepening reform and advancing Chi­

nese modernization.
According to the main agenda of the session, the Political Bureau of the CPC Central 

Committee will report its work to the CPC Central Committee.
The CPC Central Committee will also analyze the current economic situation and 

economic work and deliberate on a document detailing policies and measures intend­
ed to continuously advance the high-quality development of the country in the face of 
the increasingly complex internal and external development environments.

These policies and measures are all necessary to help the nation cope with major 
risks and challenges, and win the strategic initiative in the increasingly fierce interna­
tional competition. China’s reform drive must continue as the current and future peri­
ods are critical for building a strong country and realizing national rejuvenation on all 
fronts through a Chinese path to modernization.

As the country’s fast socioeconomic development over the past more than 40 years 
indicates, reform and opening-up have become effective instruments for the cause of 
the Party and the people to make great strides in keeping up with the times.

The plenum is problem-focused and results-oriented, as it sets the stage to pool the 
wisdom of the Party for intensive, open and constructive discussions on workable solu­
tions to help the country overcome some major hindrances in its pursuit of sustainable 
growth while upholding its long-term strategic autonomy.

The problems that have appeared in the process of development should and can only 
be resolved through deepened reform and higher-level opening-up. The plenum has 
sufficient lessons and experience to draw from the country’s development since 2012 
when it started implementing a more open, inclusive and flexible development philos­
ophy to crack some of the knotty issues related to the balancing of social efficiency and 
fairness, long-term and immediate interests and the quality and speed of development. 

This is not the moment for the country to rest on its laurels, but there is no reason for 
it to be intimidated by the challenges it faces, as it has faced and overcome challenges 
before, and the challenges always harbor opportunities and new possibilities.

A few years back, reducing emissions and pursuing green development seemed to 
be a daunting task for the nation that relied heavily on fossil energy to fuel its 
growth. Now China has not only controlled its emissions increase but it has also 
proved that it can strike a balance between energy consumption and growth. In 
doing so, it has developed one of the most robust new energy industries and green 
economies in the world.

China’s development has never been plain sailing. Yet the headwinds that have been 
encountered have always inspired the Party and the nation to double down on efforts to 
explore the country’s future development path.

The plenum will prove again that the Party’s leadership and the socialist path with 
Chinese characteristics, featuring stability, unity and institutional strengths, are cen­
tral to the endeavors to realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation in the fore­
seeable future.

Thus it is expected that the plenum will prove to be another critical milestone invigo­
rating the Party to keep the country’s development on the right track.

The shooting incident targeting 
former US president Donald Tramp on 
Saturday once again highlights the ram­
pant and unresolved issue of gun vio­
lence in the United States. That it 
happened at a political rally where one 
would expect tight security measures, 
underscores the severity of the gun vio­
lence problem in that country. 

Objectively, the incident is likely to 
provoke anger within the conservative 
wing of the Republican Party. President 
Joe Biden’s response that he is grateful 
Tramp is safe, is relatively standard in 
the face of an unexpected event involv­
ing an opponent. If Biden were to con­
tinue with campaign activities as usual, 
it could potentially increase the risk of 
retaliation from the conservative camp, 
leading to further unexpected inci­
dents. Hence, a temporary suspension 
of campaigning is a prudent decision.

environment. Against this backdrop, it is 
foreseeable that this incident will spark a 
new storm as election day approaches. 
The incident significantly boosts Trump’s 
chances of winning, as it shifts the narra­
tive from his legal troubles and moral 
shortcomings, making him a national 
hero targeted for assassination. This is 
reminiscent of the Chen Shui-bian shoot­
ing incident in Taiwan during the island’s 
leadership election campaign in 2004, 
where a single bullet transformed public 
perception. Ibump’s previous controver­
sies are overshadowed, and he is now 
seen as a potential martyr, with 
increased public sympathy. 

The fallout from this event will 
increase the pressure on US President

China Dally UK
90 Cannon St, London EC4N 6HA, UK
+44(0)2073988270
editor@chlnadailyuk.com

focus on addressing climate change and 
marine environmental protection issues, 
and do not involve territorial and mari­
time disputes, nor do they involve the 
validity of the ruling in the South China 
Sea arbitration case. Any attempt to con­
fuse the public with sensationalist hype 
will be futile, as it cannot cover up the 
illegal and invalid nature of the ruling, 
nor can it change China’s firm determi­
nation to defend its territorial sovereign­
ty and maritime rights and interests. 

China is willing to continue to work 
with the Association of Southeast Asian 
nations, including the Philippines, to man­
age maritime differences, deepen mari­
time cooperation, comprehensively and 
effectively implement the DOC, actively 
promote consultations on the Code of 
Conduct in the South China Sea, and joint­
ly maintain peace and stability in the 
South China Sea.

The US is the real instigator of the 
South China Sea arbitration case.

The South China Sea arbitration case is 
essentially a political farce cloaked in 
legal garb. The Philippines violated the 
consensus with China to resolve their dis­
putes through bilateral negotiations, con­
travened the Declaration on the Conduct 
of Parties in the South China Sea, and 
abused the dispute resolution mechanism 
of the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea The arbitral tribunal over­
stepped its authority and delivered an 

unlawful and invalid judg­
ment. China neither accepts 
nor recognizes the so-called 
ruling and rejects any claims 
or actions based on it. This 
stance is supported and 
understood by over 100 coun­
tries, with many international 
legal experts and scholars crit­
icizing and questioning the 
arbitration ruling. 

Despite this, the Philippi­
nes holds the illegal ruling of

the South China Sea arbitration case as 
its guiding principle, even at the cost of 
sacrificing Sino-Philippine relations, and 
has in feet fallen into the trap set by the 
United States and Western countries, 
becoming a tool for some countries to 
build an anti-China and China-contain­
ing group. The Philippines regards the 
ruling and UNCLOS as the two corner­
stones of its policies and actions in the 
South China Sea, but the ruling itself is a 
serious deviation from the Convention, 
exposing the contradiction in the Philip­
pines’ position. The Philippines’ stub­
born adherence to its wrong position and 
its insistence on the result of the ruling 
will only push it further down the wrong 
path.

The illegal ruling of the South China 
Sea arbitration does not constitute inter­
national law at all, but instead under­
mines the international rale of law. The 
advisory opinions issued by the Interna­
tional Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

have some impact on the election trajec­

tory.
However, its impact may not necessa­

rily be decisive, other than reinforcing 
existing trends. For instance, this inci­
dent will undoubtedly strengthen sup­
port for TYump among Republican 
voters. Similarly, this incident is likely to 
accelerate the return of conservative 
voters to the fold, with more people 
clearly expressing support for Ihimp, 
potentially stabilizing his slight lead 
over Biden in the polls, which would 
have been within the margin of error 
even without this incident. Therefore, 
this incident is seen as reinforcing cur­
rent trends but may not necessarily have 
a critical impact on the overall outcome. 
With less than four months remaining 
until the election, the outcome remains 
uncertain.
- DIAO D.AWING. RENIWIN UNIVERSITY OF CHINA
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Joe Biden, who now feces reduced space 
to criticize Trump and increasing calls 
from within his party to withdraw from 
the race. Prominent figures such as 
former House speaker Nancy Pelosi have 
already hinted at his possible withdraw­
al. The attack has amplified these pres­
sures, making it harder for Biden to 
campaign effectively.

Internationally, this incident projects 
an image of instability within the US, 
diminishing the US’ standing on the 
global stage. A sign of the significant 
internal strife, the incident will lead to a 
further decline in international confi­
dence in US leadership.

- CHEN QI, CENTER FOR US-CHINA RELATIONS 

AT TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY

China Dally
15 Hulxln Dongjle Chaoy ang District, 
Beijing 100029
News: +86 (0) 10 6491-8366
editoi@chinadally.com.cn 
Advertisement +86 (0) 10 6491-8631 
ads@chlnadaily.com.cn 
Subscription: +86-400-699-0203 
subscrlptlon.chinadaily.com.cn 
App:www.chinadaity.com.cn/mobile/dallyhtml

China Dally Asia Pacific 
China Dally Hong Kong
Unit 1818, Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Wan 
Praya Goad, Aberdeen, Hong Kong
+8522518 5U1 
edltor@chlnadailyhk.com
edltor@chlnadailyaslacom

China Dally USA
1500 Broadway, Suite 2800,
New York, NY 10036
+1212537 8888
edltor@chlnadallyusa.com

China Dally Africa
P.O. Box 27281-00100, Nairobi, Kenya 
+254(0)20 242 3589 (Nairobi)
edltor@chlnadallyafrlca.com
enqulrles@chlnadallyafilcacom
subscrlption@chlnadailyafrlca.com

Editor^ note: On Friday, Manila marked the eighth anniversary of the so-called South China Sea arbitration, with suppor­
tive statements from the United States and other countries. Below is an excerpt of a statement on that issued by the Chinese
embassy in the Philippines:

Key meeting will give fresh impetus 
to China’s reform and opening-up
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Innovative workforce crucial for future reform
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Sci-tech revolution to drive growth
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Editor’s note: The third, plenary session of20 th CPC Central Committee will analyze the current economic situation and economic work, and deliberate policies for advancing the high-quality development. Deepening reform is a
requirement for upholding and improving the socialist system with Chinese characteristics and modernizing China’s governance capacity. Four experts share their views on the issue with China Daily.
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hina’s economic growth over the 
past more than four decades has 
been truly incredible. Since Chi­
na launched reform and opening- 

up in 1978, its GDP growth has averaged 
above 9 percent a year, and it has lifted 
more than 800 million people out of pov­
erty. It has also significantly improved 
healthcare, education and other sendees. 

China’s opening-up and rapid econom­
ic development began with Shenzhen. 
While millions of workers and huge 
amounts of resources were brought in to 
Shenzhen and other coastal regions, 
energy was sourced from other regions or 
imported to fuel economic growth. And 
the goods manufactured in the coastal 
regions were shipped through Hong 
Kong port and airport.

Guangdong province, where Shenzhen 
is located, had and still has insufficient 
energy resources, and it meets most of its 
energy requirements through supplies 
from other parts of China or imports. 

Economic growth has benefited Chi­
nese society in many ways. For example, 
in 1989, Guangdong had a total of 16 kilo­
meters of expressways. In 2023, it had 
more than 11,000 km of expressways. In 
1992, Guangdong had no subways. By 
2023, Guangzhou city alone had 16 sub­
way lines covering 653 km, while Shenz­
hen had 16 subway lines totaling 431 km. 
In 1990 Guangdong’s GDP was a mere 
155.9 billion yuan ($21.44 billion). In
2023, its GDP exceeded 13 trillion yuan; 
making it the 12th largest economy in the 
world.

Today, most of the global supply chains 
are connected to China in some way or 
the other. However, as the cost of energy- 
intensive and labor-intensive production 
has risen significantly in China, compa­
nies are relocating to lower-cost manu­
facturing locations.

This may appear to be a problem, but 
it’s not The Chinese mainland is simply 
on a path other countries and regions 
have tread to achieve higher value pro­
duction. The Chinese mainland, on its 
part, is creating more high-wage, high- 
value jobs, as it knows that harnessing 
the potential of existing workers is key to 
maintaining economic productivity. 

After the end of World War II, Japan 
gradually became the workshop of the 
world by being one of few countries that 
could provide unskilled labor and cheap 
land for manufacturers both from home 
and abroad. Those people who grew up 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s, and are 
familiar with the friction between the 
United States and Japan in later years

diary agencies. While enterprises have 
become the subject of R&D investment 
and sci-tech innovation, universities are 
the subject of talent training and basic 
research.

Besides, China’s innovation policy sys­
tem is becoming increasingly sound, with 
the formation of a policy system that cov­
ers fields such as innovation-driven mac­

ro-management system, resource 
allocation mechanism, industry-universi­
ty research coordination system, talent 
training system, research management 
mechanism, and incentive and evalua­
tion system. Besides, policies concerning 
fiscal, taxation, finance, talent, foreign 
cooperation and industrial development 
have been further improved, and some 
laws have been issued or amended to 
form a basic legal framework for promot­
ing sci-tech innovation.

Innovation-driven development has 
helped the country make remarkable 
achievements, providing a strong guar­
antee for economic growth, improving 
people’s livelihoods, and giving rise to 
global innovation-driven enterprises. 

Despite these achievements, however, 
China’s innovation promotion system 
still faces challenges. The lack of strategic 
technology power results in weak inno­
vation capability. In the past, many uni­
versities and research institutes blindly 
pursued economic benefits, ignoring 
national strategic targets by mainly 
focusing on fund-seeking and publishing 
papers. That in turn resulted in a lack of 
strategic scientific power and the inabili­
ty to form an organized model for collab­
orative research in many key areas. 

Also, the role of enterprises in sci-tech 
innovation needs to be strengthened. 
Although Chinese enterprises have 
become innovation subjects, many of

trative Region, and is 
now taking place on 
the mainland.

Each of these econ­
omies began their 
development by 
manufacturing low-
technology, low 
labor-cost and ener­
gy-intensive products 
for export. However, 
given the increase in 
their literacy rate and 
skilled labor force,

decisions. Nonetheless, to transform 
itself into the next secure, consumer­
based economy, China needs to make 
hard decisions.

China’s working-age population 
peaked at 1 billion in 2014, dipping in the 
last few years. China’s working-age popu­
lation has been declining by an estimated 
7.9 million a year since 2020 and will 
drop to about 58.6 percent of the total 
population by 2030. And by 2100, China 
is projected to have a workforce of less 
than 400 million.

This problem is not unique to China. 
Dozens of countries in Asia, Europe, 

the Americas, the Middle East, Africa and 
Oceania, including Germany, Italy, Ire­
land, Poland, Canada, Sweden, Switzer­
land, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Luxembourg, Portugal, Ghana, India, 
Mexico and New Zealand are, to varying 
degrees, issuing passports based on 
ancestry, with some of them granting 
dual citizenship based on genetic linkage. 
This is especially important to countries 
such as Mexico which, in particular, have 
been attracting large investments in the 
manufacturing sector.

Challenging times call for innovative 
solutions. China has become the world’s 
largest economy (according to GDP pur­
chasing power parity). It is also the world’s 
biggest manufacturer and trader in goods, 
and has the largest foreign exchange 
reserves. As a result, it has become a major 
commercial partner of the US. China is the 
US’ largest merchandise trading partner, 
biggest source of imports, and third-larg- 
est export market. It is also the largest for­
eign holder of US Treasury securities. 

Despite a record number of graduates 
entering the job market this year, China 
still feces a shortage of skilled personnel, 
especially in the manufacturing sector. 
According to a survey published in 2022 
by China International Intellectech Cor­
poration, 83 percent of manufacturers 
face difficulties in recruiting skilled work­
ers. A manufacturing talent development 
guide issued by the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology and other 
departments said China may face a short­
age of about 30 million skilled workers in 
10 critical manufacturing sectors by 2025. 

Increasing investment in the country’s 
workforce and taking bold and innovative 
steps to attract and retain talent is key to 
unlocking a stronger and more stable 
economy. And China is mostly doing what 
needs to be done to realize that goal.

is the president
of the American 
Chamber of Com­
merce in South
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those of China Daily.

he relations of production must 
meet the requirements for 
developing new quality produc­
tive forces. To develop new

quality productive forces, it is impera­
tive that reform across the board be 
deepened so as to create a new type of 
relations of production that is compati­
ble with the development of new quality 
productive forces.

The development of new quality pro­
ductive forces also requires innovations 
in the field of science and technology. A 
sci-tech innovation system is a series of 
institutions and systems established to 
promote innovations. It not only 
includes different innovation subjects, 
but also an array of systems and policies 
that affect the country’s innovation 
capabilities, in areas such as science and 
technology, market, patent and educa­
tion. Hence, the sci-tech innovation sys­
tem belongs to production relations. 

But since the environment of sci-tech 
innovation and economic development, 
the old sci-tech innovation system can 
no longer meet the requirements for 
developing new quality productive for­
ces in the new era. It is therefore neces­
sary' to establish a new sci-tech 
innovation system to facilitate the devel­
opment of new quality productive forces. 

The innovation-driven development 
paradigm put forward at the 18 th 
National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China in 2012 has helped China 
implement sci-tech system reform to 
comprehensively promote innovation- 
driven development.

The functional structure of innovation 
subjects has been optimized. China has 
formed a new diversified structure com­
prising enterprises, universities, 
research institutes and sci-tech interme-

ing across the globe, requiring sound 
basic research to promote original inno­
vation. Yet China is unable to lead the 
revolution because it is still “catching 
up” with global leaders.

More important, since China’s sci-tech 
development under-contributes to eco­
nomic growth, innovation needs to be 
the primary driving force of economic 
development. So China should establish 
a new sci-tech innovation system to 
address those problems.

First, the authorities should establish 
an institutional framework to support 
innovation subjects and break the barri­
ers of new systems and policies.

Second, innovation subjects need to 
strengthen cooperation, while enterpris­
es can lead the joint innovation-promot­
ing mechanism also comprising 
universities and sci-tech institutes to 
optimize the systematic layout of the 
industrial chain. A mechanism should 
be established to also encourage the 
flow of talents and resource allocation. 

Third, efforts should be made to cre­
ate a healthy environment to ensure the 
market plays the leading role in 
research, prices setting and resource 
allocation. And universities, sci-tech 
institutes and enterprises should be 
encouraged to cooperate with their for­
eign counterparts to build a global inno­
vation network.

And fourth, a national sci-tech deci­
sion-making mechanism should be 
established to solicit opinions from 
related departments, councils, think 
tanks and all sections of society. And 
new innovative governance models 
should be established.

The views don’t necessarily represent those of 
China Daily.
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them lack the basic absorptive and inno­
vative capabilities. For example, a large 
number of national-level industrial 
enterprises either do not conduct 
research or have R&D departments 
despite the feet that innovation means 
experimental development. The serious 
lack of basic research has undermined 
original innovation capability. 

Besides, the coordination between 
innovation subjects should be deepened. 
For example, universities conduct 
research for scientific discoveries and 
talent training instead of applying the 
results of research to industry, while 
enterprises’ research focuses on product 
development rather than finding basic 
sci-tech theories. Hence, the lack of a 
common knowledge base has affected 
the industry-university-research coordi­
nation.

There is also a need to create a favora­
ble environment for promoting innova­
tion by, for example, straightening out 
the relationship between the govern­
ment and market, and addressing prob­
lems such as a lack of market incentives, 
inefficient resource allocation and insuf­
ficient vitality in the micro economy. On 
the other hand, many policies aimed at 
reforming the sci-tech system are repeti­
tive and poorly coordinated, hindering 
overall efficiency.

A new round of sci-tech revolution 
and industrial transformation is boom­

hina has been deepening economic 
reform and taking measures to 
improve the socialist market eco­
nomic system since the Third Plena­

ry Session of the 18th Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China in 2013. 

Since the launch of reform and opening-up, 
China’s productive forces, production rela­
tions, and economic base and superstructure 
have undergone profound changes. More 
important, the principal contradiction has 
changed from the “ever-growing material and 
cultural needs of the people versus backward 
social production” to that “between unbal­
anced and inadequate development and the 
people’s ever-growing needs for a better life”. 

This is therefore the right time to expedite 
the process of Chinese modernization and 
intensify efforts to realize the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation, while deepening reform 
and promoting a new round of technological 
revolution and industrial transformation. 

China has been meeting the basic needs of 
over 1.4 billion people, ensuring they lead 
decent fives, and has succeeded in building a 
moderately prosperous society in all respects. 

But the needs of the peo­
ple to lead a better life 
have increased with the 
passage of time. They seek 
not only more material 
and cultural goods and 
services, but also rule of 
law, fairness and justice, 
and better security and 
healthier environment. 

At the same time, Chi­
na’s overall productive for­
ces have significantly 
improved, with the coun­
try leading the world in 
many areas of production 
and research. Yet the 
“unbalanced and inade­

quate development” remains the main con­
straining factor in meeting the people’s 
increasing needs for a better life. As such, China 
needs to deepen reform and adopt a new devel­
opment policy to address the principal contra­
dictions and promote Chinese modernization. 

In feet, the 2023 Central Economic Work 
Conference stressed that Chinese moderniza­
tion must be implemented as the foremost 
policy, with the Party leadership deepening 
economic reform and taking steps to estab­
lish a high-level socialist market economy. 

As a matter of fact, since the Third Plenary 
Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee in 
1978, the Party has been pursuing economic 
development as its central task, and imple­
menting economic reform as its main measure 
to implement all-round reform.

The socialist market economy is a key driving 
force for high-quality development and Chinese 
modernization. It provides an institutional 
guarantee for Chinese modernization, which 
seeks high-quality development, common pros­
perity and harmony between material and spiri­
tual civilization while shunning polarization 
and capital-centered development, which char­
acterize Western-style modernization. 

To address the drawbacks of Western-style 
modernization and promote Chinese mod­
ernization, the country needs to adhere to 
socialist market economy, which combines 
the socialist and market economic systems, 
in order to give full play to the socialist sys­
tem and utilize the resource allocation mech­
anism of the market economic system. 

To realize Chinese modernization, the coun­
try has to establish a high-level socialist mar­
ket economy and take advantage of socialist 
means of production. And to promote high- 
quality development, the country needs to 
establish a high-level socialist market econo­
my and ensure economic development serves 
people’s needs.

The establishment of a high-level socialist 
market economy can improve labor productiv­
ity and expand total social output, laying the 
foundation for realizing common prosperity. 
Also, income disparities can be narrowed 
through reasonable primary distribution, 
redistribution and tertiary distribution in a 
high-level socialist market economy. 

More important, new quality productive for­
ces require the reform of the existing economic 
system and adjustment of production rela­
tions. So China should adopt a problem-solv­
ing approach and attach greater importance to 
solving problems that concern people most 

Accordingly, the government should fur­
ther develop the public sector and encourage, 
support and guide the development of the 
non-public sector, while removing barriers 
hindering the development of new quality 
productive forces and taking measures to 
augment people’s incomes, improve govern­
ance and boost social development.

James Eric Black
is the Schumann
Endowed profes­
sor and chair of
Mercer Universi­
ty’s Department of and high-tech devel­

opment, it made per­
fect business sense 

for them to shift their low-end production 
to other economies that welcomed it 

Such a transition, however, is a bitter­
sweet medicine, always associated with 
difficult and sometimes painful policy

' I

know that most
simple things dur­
ing those years
were labeled
“Made in Japan”

By the mid-
1970s, many of
those items started
being labeled
“Made in South
Korea”, followed by Harley Seyedin 

“Made in Taiwan”
and “Made in 
Hong Kong”.

And by the mid- c/rina.
1990s, the labels
had mostly
changed to “Made in China”

These developments demonstrate a nat­
ural transition which, over the years, took 
place in Japan, the Republic of Korea, Tai­
wan and the Hong Kong Special Adminis- 

The author is a 
researcher at the 
Institutes of Science 
and Development, 
Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, and a pro­
fessor at University 
of Chinese Academy 
of Sciences.

Socialist market 
economy vital for 
modernization
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Spirit of Dar es Salaam reigns
The Consensus is a powerful response rejecting unilateralism and hegemonic practices in the world
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he Africa-China Dar es Salaam 
Consensus, which in essence rep­
resents the collective voice of the 
Global South, among others, calls

on die international community to deepen 
development cooperation based on the 
principles of mutual respect, solidarity, 
win-win cooperation, openness, and com­
mon prosperity. It also focuses on the pro­

motion of peaceful 
resolution of conflicts, 
and the need for respect 
of historical, cultural tra­
ditions and the national 
conditions of different 
nations.

In fact, through the
Dar es Salaam Consensus, Africa and China 
have, in essence, agreed to firmly oppose 
the vestiges of colonialism and hegemony 
in all forms, and to support each other in 
safeguarding core interests and upholding 
the legitimate demands of developing 
countries. Furthermore, they have agreed 
to advocate dialogue as a means to bridge 
differences and cooperate in resolving 
international and regional issues, thereby 
safeguarding world peace and stability. 
This constructive approach augurs well 
not only for Africa and China but also for 
the entire Global South and further afield. 

The essence of Africa-China cooperation 
is mutual benefit and common develop­
ment, which underlies 
the Africa-China Dar es Salaam Consensus. 
Africa-China cooperation has never been 
and will never be a mere talk shop. With 
Africa’s population expected to double by 
2050, the continents growing and young 
consumer market will, among others, be 
the main driver of global demand for con­
sumer, education, health, technological and 
infrastructural products and services. 

Despite many headwinds, trade between 
Africa and China jumped to a record level 
of $282 billion in 2023, growing 11.1 percent 
from a year earlier, as a result of Beij ing’s 
growing push to boost imports from 
Africa. In supporting Africa by 
advancing integrated cooperation, China 
has also agreed to actively participate in the 
development of the African Continental 
Free Trade Area and to provide continued

can countries such as Kenya’s Vision 2030. 
This will strengthen high-quality sustaina­
ble development pledges, ensuring that no 
country or society is left behind. This 
exemplifies the true meaning of building a 
community with a shared future for man­
kind.

In retrospect, the immense success of 
China’s path to modernization inspired the 
Dar es Salaam Consensus that emboldened 
Africa’s search for its own independent 
path to modernization. For Africa, modern­
izing its infrastructure, boosting economic 
growth, development and foreign invest­
ment and eradicating poverty catalyze its 
quest for an African renaissance story. 

The Dar es Salaam Consensus also 
breaks the myth that modernization equals 
Westernization. For China, the path to 
modernization for both civilizations is 
anchored on the principles of mutual 
respect, solidarity, win-win cooperation, 
openness and common prosperity. As a 
breath of fresh air, the Dar es Salaam Con­
sensus is advocating for reform of the inter­
national financial system to bridge the 
development gap, and ensure countries in 
the Global South have the same opportuni­
ties as those in the Global North. 

Knowing that the promotion of dialogue 
and consensus in a multipolar world is fun­
damental to ensuring the countries in the 
Global South experience true moderniza­
tion, delegates present made several con­
sensuses. First is the adoption of more 
practical and effective measures to promote 
knowledge sharing. Second, give priority to 
development and explore independent, 
people-centered paths of mutual respect 
and mutual learning. Third, promote the 
building of an equal and orderly multipolar 
world to facilitate common development. 
Fourth, advance a universally beneficial 
and inclusive economic globalization to 
share the dividends of development. Fifth, 
promote reform of the international finan-

opment of the AfCFTA will boost global 
trade and create economic opportunities 
for the Global South.

While bringing tangible benefits to the 
African and Chinese peoples, Africa-China 
cooperation has also created more favora­
ble conditions for international coopera­
tion. The growing concrete
cooperation between Africa and China in 
achieving their respective development 
goals is having an 
increasingly beneficial impact on building a 
fair and reasonable international order, 
maintaining a peaceful and secure global 
environment as well as building an open

and inclusive world economy. There is thus 
a strong convergence of interests 
between the two sides to collaborate on 
issues of common interest, whether at the 
bilateral, regional or multilateral level, 
which is the focus of the Africa-China Dar 
es Salaam Consensus.

This must be seen against the back­
ground of today’s world that is facing 
multiple and complex challenges, as a 
result of which Africa and China are striv­
ing to strengthen unity and cooperation 
with other Global South countries, with a 
view to jointly' tackling challenges and 
pushing for a more equal, just and rational 
international order. In this context, 
the implementation of the Global Security 
Initiative is increasingly relevant to global 
security and will continue to contribute to 
achieving peace and security worldwide. 
The GSI has, in fact, improved interna­
tional and regional security dialogue and 
platforms.

The Africa-China partnership is a 
mutually beneficial endeavor with huge 

potential for future growth and there is 
no doubt that it will continue to evolve 

into a model of success for expanding Glob­
al South cooperation. When China-Africa 
cooperation thrives, Global South coopera­
tion will also flourish. The Consensus 
implies that building on the solid founda­
tion of a shared global political vision and 
accelerated economic cooperation toward 
an Africa and China community of shared 
future, it also creates a strategic opportuni­
ty to cement a new stepped-up form of 
Global South collaboration which provides 
hope and inspiration to the developing 
world.

As a developing country, China is natu­
rally an emerging political and economic 
force in the Global South. China has con­
sistently stood in solidarity with fellow 
developing countries, through thick and 
thin, and continues to safeguard the shared 
interests of developing countries. 

The far-reaching achievements of Chi­
na’s social and economic transformation 
have inspired many countries in Africa to 
learn and borrow best practices from Chi­
na. It is also a fact that most Global South 
countries are highly receptive to China’s

Salaam Consensus will serve as one of the 
blueprints advancing China-Africa cooper­
ation, making the destiny of the two 
ancient civilizations inextricably inter­
linked, and one of the greatest stories of 
cooperation in the 21st century.

The author is a senior research fellow at the 
Institute of African Studies at Zhejiang 
Normal University and a former senior 
diplomat in the South African Department 
of International Relations and Coopera­
tion. The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by Chi­
na Daily. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

that both Chinese modernization and the 
African renaissance are still works in 
progress. None place their achievements as 
being superior to the other. The act of 
humility between China and Africa is deep­
ly rooted in ancient times and hardened in 
the furnace of mutual struggles against 
imperialism and their shared aspirations 
for freedom and development.

Thus, as Africa continues to search for an 
independent path to modernity, recovery, 
development and renewal, rooted in the 
African cultures and philosophy, the Dar es

support to the secretariat of the 
AfCFTA toward the full implementation of 
this important initiative. The World Bank 
recently described the AfCFTA as a “game 
changer” which would create a single, con­
tinent-wide market that unites 54 countries 
with a combined population of 1.3 billion 
and GDP of $3.4 trillion. Given the acceler­
ated progress with the establishment of 
the AfCFTA, Chinese companies will find 
new opportunities as they explore and 
invest more in the African market and add 
fresh dynamism to the growing high-quali­
ty cooperation between Africa and China. 

China’s active participation in the devel-

he global community today is fac­
ing both traditional and nontradi- 
tional security threats that 
endanger its socioeconomic stabil­

ity and development. Against this back- 
drop, scholars and policy experts from 
about 50 countries in Africa and China 
jointly released the Dar es Salaam Consen­

sus at the 13 th Meeting of 
the China-Africa Think 
Tanks Forum in Tanza­
nia’s port city of Dar es 
Salaam in March. The 
Consensus provides a 
policy dialogue platform 
for deepening global

development cooperation. 
Today, both China and Africa have 

entered a new development stage as indi­
cated by the Consensus. This development 
paradigm is creating more opportunities 
for Africa’s development. For instance, Chi­
na has developed more than 100,000 kilo­
meters of roads, 10,000 km of railway, 1,000 
bridges, approximately 100 ports, and sev­
eral energy facilities in Africa. These infra­
structure expansions continue to usher in a 
new era of connectivity and accessibility 
across the continent, making Africa a ful­
crum and frontier of development. Indeed, 
the Dar es Salaam Consensus has rekindled 
the Africa rising narrative.

Further, the Dar es Salaam Consensus 
will strengthen Africa's economic integra­
tion, providing more room for growth in 
China-Africa cooperation. The two civiliza­
tions are focused on boosting quality devel­
opment and further aligning the goals of 
the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, 
the Belt and Road Initiative, the Global 
Development Initiative, the Global Security 
Initiative and the Global Civilization Initia­
tive with those of the African Union Agen­
da 2063, the United Nations 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, and the 
development strategies of individual Afri-

The author is executive director of the Chi­
na-Africa Center at the Africa Policy Insti­
tute. The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by Chi­
na Daily. The views do not necessarily
reflect those of China Daily.

experience of development, which serves as 
a model for many developing countries.

Africa and China therefore look forward, 
as stated in the Consensus, to working with 
the international community to deepen the 
solidarity, cooperation and the alignment 
between international initiatives. In this 
regard it is vital to promote the United 
Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the African Union’s 
Agenda 2063, enhance high-quality Belt 
and Road Initiative cooperation, imple­
ment the Global Development Initiative, 
the Global Security Initiative and the Glob­
al Civilization Initiative, in order to open a 
new chapter in global development and 
modernization tow'ard the achievement 
of common prosperity.

A further development of major signifi­
cance in the Global South is the expanding 
BRICS partnership of emerging economies 
and developing countries. BRICS continues 
to give concrete and practical content to 
the core principle on which it was founded, 
namely one of shaping an international 
order that is fairer, just, inclusive, equitable 
and representative. BRICS is fast evolving 
into a champion of the needs and concerns 
of the peoples of Africa and the Global 
South.

Africa therefore strongly values the com­
mendable approach adopted by 
the Africa-China Dar es Salaam Consensus, 
which undoubtedly strongly resonates with 
a large part of the international communi­
ty, and demonstrates the legitimate 
demand of Africa and China to defend their 
sovereignty, security and development 
interests. The Consensus represents a pow­
erful response in rejecting unilateralism 
and hegemonic practices, and in address­
ing global peace and the plight of the poor 
and marginalized in the world.

* Jz
11

cial system to bridge the development gap. 
Sixth, ensure that China and Africa align 
with international initiatives and national 
plans to strengthen high-quality sustaina­
ble development bonds. Seventh, activate 
domestic development through effective 
markets and proactive governments. Last, 
the Dar es Salaam Consensus calls on the 
global community to consider both tradi­
tional and nontraditional security threats 
to create a secure development environ­
ment.

Additionally, the Consensus has shown
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The Dar es Salaam Consensus is one of the blueprints 
advancing China-Africa cooperation, making it one of 
the greatest mutual cooperations in the 21st century
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Library run by retiree brings Chinese culture to Barcelona
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Typically, each troupe is small, consist­
ing of about a dozen versatile members, 
all skilled in various forms of entertain­
ment. In recent years, these troupes have 
extended their reach, performing for bed­
ridden seniors in nursing homes, staging 
shows in communities about fraud 
awareness, and visiting border outposts 
to boost the morale of young soldiers. 

“As long as die audiences need us, we 
will continue our service,” Xing says.

Bao Rui joined Xing’s troupe after gradu­
ating from college in 2016. She enjoyed the 
feeling of being needed by the audience,

r<

COVID-19 pandemic, she compiled a Chi­
nese translation in 64 notebooks over 443 
days, which are now displayed in the library. 

Carlos Gonzalez, a Barcelona resident, 
expresses his fascination with Chinese cul­
ture. He says that there is limited exposure 
to Chinese culture locally, which is why he’d 
like to visit China and experience its culture 
and lifestyle firsthand.

Leveraging his language skills in Chinese, 
Spanish and Catalan, 10-year-old Yixuan Wu

volunteers at the library while enjoying 
access to his favorite books. “I became a vol­
unteer here when they opened the library 
because I like Chinese books and we don’t 
have many in Spain. I come here to read 
books in Chinese,” he says.

Ma is optimistic about the library’s future, 
saying that with everyone’s help, it will con­
tinue to improve. She made a point of high­
lighting the fact that the collection also 
includes Spanish literature translated into

Guo giving thousands of performances 
around the region each year, according to 
local government data.

Xing Lili, director of the regional-level 
Ulan Muqir troupe of Inner Mongolia, 
says that the troupe gives around 100 
performances every year. Apart from 
entertaining herders in remote areas, the 
troupe has performed at local communi­
ties, nursing houses, villages and prima­
ry schools in recent years. Being mobile 
allows the troupe to tailor its performan­
ces to meet the demands of different 
groups.

Chinese, which will allow Chinese readers to 
learn about Spain, and foster cultural 
exchange between China and Spain.

There are approximately 4,000 residents 
of Chinese descent in Hospitalet de Llobre- 
gat, part of the 54,000-strong Chinese com­
munity in the Barcelona area. Ma hopes her 
library will serve as a gateway for them to 
connect to their cultural roots.

Traveling troupes of 
entertainers give 

audiences in remote 
grassland areas shows to 

remember,
Deng Zhangyu reports.

BARCELONA — The Chinese Library of 
Barcelona, located in Hospitalet de Llobre- 
gat, seeks to introduce the residents of the 
city to Chinese culture as part of a unique 
initiative in northeastern Spain.

It was set up by Ma Xuefeng, who has 
lived in the city for the last six years, and 
who spent her retirement savings setting up 
the library, which offers a free lending ser­
vice. It took her two years to build the 
library’s collection, importing books direct-

s Guo Liru and her troupe 
approached a village in a 
remote area in the Inner Mon­
golia autonomous region last 

month, the crackle of firecrackers erupted 
in the air. This was a signal to the villagers 
that a troupe had arrived, and a call to 
gather and watch their performance.

Two decades ago, when Guo journeyed 
to remote grassland pastures, the signal 
was delivered in even more picturesque 
fashion. Residents would ride out a day in 
advance of their arrival, galloping from 
yurt to yurt to spread word to each 
nomadic family: “Come tomorrow, the 
performance is not to be missed”.

Regardless of the method of notifica­
tion, a crowd of enthusiastic spectators 
still awaits Guo and her troupe, and the 
59-year-old singer’s passion for her audi­
ence remains unchanged.

She is a performer with one of the Ulan 
Muqir troupes of the Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region. Meaning “red bud” 
in Mongolian, the Ulan Muqir troupes 
originated in this vast grassland. They 
travel from one encampment to another, 
performing for herders who live in 
remote regions.

“No matter how far the distance, we 
make our way to the same pastures to per­
form each year. Our audiences are like 
family to us,” Guo says.

After each performance, elderly women 
often kiss her on the head and invite her 
to return the following year. With the 
grassland as its stage and the vast sky as 
its backdrop, the troupe’s repertoire 
includes singing, dancing and perform­
ing small skits, all inspired by the daily 
lives of local people.

The performers travel to pastoral areas 
in a bus or truck loaded with their equip­
ment. Their longest journey, to the remote 
Alshaa League in the far western reaches 
of Inner Mongolia, took an entire month. 

In the 1990s, performances didn’t start 
until after 9 pm, as herders first needed to 
milk their cows. Songs echoed through 
the night, continuing until the stroke of 
midnight Passionate herders danced 
alongside them and some even stepped 
forward to join in the singing.

“They wouldn’t come right out and ask 
for another song, but you could see it in 
their faces — they wanted more. The 
excitement would keep going until 1 in 
the morning,” Guo says, recalling 
moments that touched her.

“We were once invited to stay in a yurt 
and cooked together with the family. It 
felt like a celebration, and they offered us 
their best food,” she says.

The genuine emotions that come from

1 5
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ly from China, and it is the first Chinese-lan- 
guage library in Barcelona.

“After I moved to Spain, I noticed that 
there are few Chinese books here,” Ma says. 
She expresses her hope that the library 
would provide an opportunity for Chinese 
children and local residents alike to explore 
and appreciate Chinese culture.

Ma’s inspiration to start the library 
stemmed from her admiration for the clas­
sic Spanish novel Don Quixote. During the

connecting with the audience on such a 
personal level have fueled her performan­
ces with her Ulan Muqir troupe for dec­
ades.

The first Ulan Muqir troupe was 
formed in the Sonid Right Banner in Xili- 
in Gol League in 1957, with the mission of 
entertaining communities with limited 
access to cultural events. It engaged with 
residents, incorporating local stories and 
culture into its performances.

After decades of development, there are 
now 75 Ulan Muqir troupes in Inner Mon­
golia, with about 3,500 performers like

■j

From left: Guo Liru, 59, sings in the costume of the Daur ethnic group. Bao Rui, 30, is a dancer from the regional-level 
Ulan Muqir troupe. Guo has been performing in another Ulan Muqir troupe since she was 19. photos provided to china daily

and the genuine connection that comes 
from direct interaction with people.

Unlike large crowds for which actors 
perform on grand stages, her audience 
sometimes consists of just a handful of 
people. “Even if there’s only one person, 
we must see the performance through to 
the end,” she says.

The 30-year-old can dance, host shows 
and play instruments. She once danced 
for an elderly bed-bound woman in a 
nursing home. After watching her per­
formance, the elderly woman held her 
hand and kept thanking her with tears in 
her eyes.

The troupe members frequently travel 
to perform in distant villages. On their way 
to a performance once, their bus passed a 
herdsman whose track had overturned, 
scattering his horses. They stopped to help, 
with some rounding up the horses. Having 
grown up in pastoral areas, these ethnic 
Mongolian actors are adept at setting up 
tents and herding horses.

When they perform in villages, they 
often find that many of the residents are 
elderly, as the younger generations have 
left for work in cities. People ask the 
actors to help them fix their mobile 
phones and appliances, and sometimes 
they even assist in setting up tents. 

“All these experiences are interesting, 
although sometimes the conditions are 
hard. I feel closely connected to the lives 
of my audiences, and their stories inspire 
us to put on good performances,” Bao 
says.

Many ethnic groups, including Mongo­
lians, Ewenki, Daur and Oroqen, make 
their home in this vast grassland expanse. 
The troupe weaves the distinctive stories 
and traditions of each group into its per­
formances, a creative endeavor that has 
earned it numerous awards over the 

years.
Guo is a member of the Daur ethnic 

group. Over the years, she has learned sev­
eral languages through her performances. 

“Speaking in the local language helps 
close the distance with them quickly. It 
also enriches my own artistry” Guo says. 

She grew up in a yurt in the pastoral 
areas of eastern Inner Mongolia. From 
childhood, she watched performances by 
Ulan Muqir troupes, which planted the 
seed in her heart to one day join them.

“I was touched by their desire to per­
form for people in need. It’s important 
that this spirit is kept alive and passed 
down through generations of people liv­
ing on the grasslands,” she says.
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Actresses from the Ulan Muqir troupe of Sonid Right Banner in Xiliin Gol League, Inner Mongolia autonomous region, perform for herdsmen in a yurt in November. Nomadic families living in remote 
areas have limited access to cultural events, wang kaiyan / xinhua

A Ulan Muqir troupe performs for viewers on Xilamuren Grassland in Baotou, Inner Mongolia. There are 75 such
troupes in the autonomous region, and they stage thousands of performances each year.
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Chinese dancer Liu Yan performs in the production Handling Hands, which premiered at the National Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing on July 6.
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“There is a tradition of using hands in 
specific ways in daily life in Naples. Nea­
politans speak a lot with their hands, to 
the point that there are books describing 
all the gestures. Then we also dug into the 
arts, the iconic images of hands in paint­
ings and sculptures, to enrich the chore­
ography,” he says.

For the production, Liu choreographed 
a section specifically using hand move­
ments from traditional Chinese dance. 
She says that while the basic hand ges­
tures in ballet are the same for men and 
women, some of the dozens of hand ges­
tures in traditional Chinese dance are spe­
cific to certain genders.

Initially concerned about whether the 
different genres would work together in 
the same production, Liu says that when 
she heard the music, she spontaneously 
began to interpret it through dance. 

“For me, this section flows naturally 
with the other passages, which represent 
an interesting contrast of cultural differ­
ences,” she says.

The music is composed by Li Bo and 
Zhang Yong, the two founders of Silent 
Choir, an ensemble of children and teen­
agers with hearing impairments. For the 
production, they used a pipa (a four­

stringed lute) to imitate the sound of Nea­
politan music.

As die production’s producer and dram­
aturge, Ge says that the creation and 
rehearsal process involved constant brain­
storming of imagery related to hands, 
resulting in a harmonious blend of the 
contemporary, the classical and the folk. 

“I hope that the audience will feel the 
production’s sense of fun, uniqueness and 
inclusiveness. I feel that it is a bold collab­
oration and exploration based on the con­
nection between the two artists,” Ge says. 

The production is sponsored by Pro 
Helvetia, the Swiss Arts Council, with the 
aim of promoting Sino-Swiss cultural 
exchange and supporting inclusive arts. 

“From my experience of promoting 
inclusive arts, I know how challenging it 
is to work in this field, and we deeply 
appreciate the talent, possibility and crea­
tivity of artists with disabilities,” Ge says. 

“We look forward to fostering inclusive 
arts exchanges between China and Switz­
erland, beginning with Handling Hands, 
a fine starting point for future collabora­
tion.”

4%
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Clockwise from above: The production is a collaboration by Liu Yan and Swiss artist Alessandro Schiattarella. Ge Hui-
chao, founder of the annual inclusive arts-centered Luminous Festival, speaks at a news conference in Beijing on July
4. Schiattarella and Liu address the conference, photos by li xiaocao / for china daily

explore as part of a collaborative produc­
tion.

“The topic of hands was there from 
almost the first moment, because Liu Yan 
wrote two books about hands, and I creat­
ed work about hands that was also pre­
sented here in China. This was our first 
point of connection, and was very strong,” 
Schiattarella says.

“I remember a line from one of Liu’s 
books, where she said that hands were her 
new means of expression. It is the same 
for me. We come from different cultures, 
but we’re so connected by something I 
found really striking. I felt that we had to 
go further into this.”

In choreography devised and per­
formed by both dancers, they tell their 
own stories and communicate with each 
other via intricate hand gestures and 
movements that blend both Chinese and 
Western classical and contemporary 
dance elements, amplified and highlight­
ed by lighting.

For Schiattarella, the production draws 
from autobiographical dance pieces in 
which he explores the movements his 
hands are able to perform, but also adds 
cultural elements, such as those of his 
birthplace Naples, in Italy.

DUSHANBE - In her studio in 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 76-year-old 
Musharrafa Sharipova gently 
unwraps a well-preserved paint­
ing, which vividly depicts legend­
ary ancient Chinese heroine Mu 
Guiying.

A renowned figure in the legends 
of the generals of the Yang family 
during the Northern Song Dynasty 
(960-1127), Mu is a famous cultural 
symbol in China, and an embodi­
ment of courage, resolution, loyalty, 
and insightfulness.

Sharipova received the painting 
as a gift from her father in 1960 
when she finished fourth grade. 
Then an official of the Communist 
Party of Tajikistan, her father had 
received the painting as part of an 
art collection donated by a visiting 
Chinese delegation in the 1950s.

“The painting is almost like a flag, 
suggesting that my destiny is closely 
connected with China,” says Sharip­
ova, former deputy chairman of the 
Tajik Society for Friendship and Cul­
tural Relations with Foreign Coun­
tries.

She and her family have main­
tained close bonds with China for 
four generations, from her father to 
her grandson.

Sharipova notes that the gifts 
from the delegation were a testa­
ment to her father’s interactions 
with China, and planted the seed in 
her heart to carry on his work pro­
moting friendship with China.

“The special affection our family 
has for China and our closeness to 
Chinese history and culture were 
established by my father. From a 
young age, I was influenced by him, 
and my bond with China took root 
in childhood,” she says.

In 2003, she served as the chief 
editor of Friendship magazine, the 
quarterly publication of the Tajik 
Society for Friendship and Cultural 
Relations with Foreign Countries.

The magazine has extensively 
covered China and has published 
several special issues on the country. 

Between the 1990s and 2018, 
Sharipova visited China eight times 
and was able to see the country’s 
rapid development.

“Every visit revealed new devel­
opments. The scale of construction 
and the architecture were astound­
ing,” she says. “Everywhere in Chi­
na is developing in a visible 
manner.”

She also regularly participates in 
activities held at Dushanbe’s Confu­
cius Institute, sharing her experien­
ces in China with students, and 
encouraging them to learn Chinese 
culture.

Years of personal and profession­
al interactions have also helped 
Sharipova develop close Chinese 
friends. “For me, the word ‘China’ 
holds immense significance,” She 
says.

Every generation of the family has 
maintained a strong connection 
with China. Sharipova’s son fre­
quently interacts with Chinese com­
panies as part of his logistics job. 
Her grandson, Sulton Sultonov, 
engages in cultural exchange with 
Chinese colleagues in advertising. 
Her great-niece, Niso Nozirova, a 
university student majoring in Chi­
nese, is passionate about Chinese 
culture and music.

“China has always been a close 
topic, inspiring a profound interest 
in our family. Preserving these pre­
cious memories and continuing the 
good deeds of our family are essen­
tial,” Sultonov says.

Sharipova’s 14-year-old grand­
son, Amid Sharipov, is a tech enthu­
siast fascinated with artificial 
intelligence and new technology. 
Inspired by Chinese innovation, he 
dreams of studying at a Chinese 
university.

“China’s progress amazes me, and 
many experts predict a new era of 
technology led by China,” he says.

Sharipova intends to enroll her 
grandson in the Confucius Institute 
at the Tajik National University to 
learn Chinese in September. 

“My grandmother’s cooperation 
with China and numerous visits 
have solidified my desire to pursue a 
career in China. Realizing this 
dream would bring immense joy to 
my family and honor my great­
grandfather’s legacy,” says the 
14-year-old.

s dancers, Liu Yan and Alessan­
dro Schiattarella come from 
different backgrounds
born and raised in China, spe­

cializes in traditional Chinese dance, 
while Schiattarella, who comes from 
Switzerland, is trained in ballet.

Yet in a new dance theater production, 
Handling Hands, staged at the National 
Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing 
on July 6 and 7, they joined hands, a motif 
key to both their personal and creative 
journeys.

Schiattarella received ballet training 
when he was young, but since the age of 
15, he has been affected by Hirayama dis­
ease, a neurological disorder that gradual­
ly weakens the muscles in the hands.

The disorder hinders the performance 
of certain hand gestures required in bal­
let. For some time, he tried to conceal the 
deterioration by taping his hands up, and 
continued to perform onstage.

“I was good enough to stay, but my 
hands could not keep up with my other 
talents. I had this clash between what my 
body could do and what it could not do in 
ballet. This slowly made me realize that 
these challenges can be very heavy in the 
long term. From then on, I tried to detach 
for a moment from the canons of beauty 
in ballet,” he says.

Schiattarella began to face the weak­
ness in his hands through dance produc­
tions, notably Altrove+, a solo dance he 
performed earlier this year in Beijing, 
which integrates choreographic elements 
centered on his hands.

The seed for the Sino-Swiss production 
Handling Hands germinated in May 
2023, when Ge Huichao, founder of Bei­
jing Body On&On Cultural Exchange Cen­
ter, took a trip to Europe.

In 2019, Ge established the annual 
Luminous Festival, which centers on 
inclusive arts and organizes lectures, 
forum discussions, stage productions and 
screenings to promote inclusiveness and 
equality.

Upon learning about Schiattarella, Ge 
immediately thought of Liu. Inspired by 
the similar changes to their lives, she envi­
sioned a dance project that would con­
nect them.

An acclaimed classical Chinese dancer, 
Liu was chosen as lead dancer for a per­
formance during the 2008 Summer 
Olympics opening ceremony in Beijing, 
but an accident during a rehearsal result­
ed in spinal injuries.

Hand dancing became Liu’s new form 
of expression, and after finishing a doctor­
al degree, she became a professor at die 
Beijing Dance Academy. Her research 
includes the hand movements in classical 
Chinese dance, as well as their relation­
ship to Buddhist mudras (symbolic hand 
gestures).

“Over the past 16 years, as I have started 
to reexamine dance, I feel that my percep­
tion has broadened. I still find traditional 
Chinese dance extremely beautiful, but 
there are other elements in dance that are 
more encompassing, powerful, and pos­
sess a different quality^’ Liu says.

“Another insight is that a new dimen­
sion of my life has opened up. While I 
used to focus solely on performing, I have 
now also begun to create, teach and 
research.”

When the two dancers first met, they 
jotted their interests down on paper in an 
attempt to find common directions to

A

Sino-Swiss production discovers new 
creativity in physical limitations, 
pushing the boundaries of art, 
Cheng Yuezhu reports.
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Thfrctwarlwidlna team oiPu'oi Uruvtror.ty tri South west China';- Yunnan province Trails backstage i«ady lot th«>
parade of the opening cwenwny at Disney World In Orlando, Florida on April 35. mcros pm* lxo iochma mi

ThePu-fli University chetrieacilngteam with US chourl^ding counterparts ar Disney World m Orlando. Florida on 
April 25.

Hu Xin/jut- and Kilting Hanj/tng 
anitrihuMl to tinx xSirry.

Conrod fiftc terfor af fHmctenchrafy;

“Our goal is to integrate Mir cth me cul­
ture into cbrerieadins." he said.

Tetim members also itoshfoned them­
selves tn mimic the mountains of Chinese 
landscape, while another performer por- 
tratod SunjMBIpiflK tuitoiiK llterti,

••We Incorporate characteristics of the 
heroic Monkey King, such as riding on 
cltrtKfcand infete and his ability to perforin 
72 irantforniiiiitona, info the design of our 
dance routine. Tkris allows us to integrate 
cultural elements into checrlc-ading,” Li

hen Shen Vajun received an 
invitation from Pti’er Utiirersily 
riwwiwuling coach IJ Dong in 
2018 to join the school team, he 

promptly declined. As a dedicated prwctftio- 
per of Chinese kung ftk Shen fell li is interests 
lay elsewhere, rocued in the traditions of his 
culture.

Hui l.i persisted mid continual tocncour- 
age Shen to tryout chcericading. the unL 
vrrsily student eventually agreed, setting 
out on a journey Io become a pioneer in 
the field.

The marlssaw similar potential In Shens 
fellow student Gong Ningjunmni. who 
is skilled in martial am and gymnastics 
Gong, now 28 would soon also become- one 
of the first lcadinp pn.wtitiaiicreofX'hiitcse- 
style cliwrleadliig*,

Cheerfeading, an activity primarily asso­
ciated wilh Amerk-rui football and basket 
1wJI. hud been unfamiliar territory for the 
two students.

“I'd ntver even heard of cheerleading 
before* coach U's invitation." said Shell. 27. 
"The Idea of participating in a pompom 
competition with flower bolls and waring 
skirts. that was cotnplrtfiy forciRfi to inc."

1.1 Iking started his career a$ a sports 
teacher in the- university in Southwest Chi­
na's Yunnan province in 2017. He subse­
quently worked to establish a cheerleading 
team that included boys, breaking away 
from the stereotype cheerleading squad 
comprising girls IncotorfUl skirts.

Shen and Gong began la gain recognition 
for their moves in 21)21. when lheir team 
x-tttred a thinl-phct finish al the chixr- 
Ic-axiing world c.hiimpinnslups. Their per- 
foniuuice integrated elements of Chinese 
martial arts, striking whai many people 
saw as a perfect balance between power 
and grace. It also marked tire first rime for 
such n Chinese team to win a medal at the 
tournament.

Tn April, a winning fusion of Chinese 
cull urc mid cheerleading, isi«npcir;ilirig the 
enchanting melodies of trail it tonal musical 
instruments, also struck a chord among 
global audiences. A Yu mum clitvrleiiding 
team perfo rmed at the 2(12-1 ICG tiforid 
Cheerleading Championships held a! Dis­
ney World in Orland* i. Florida. wherecom- 
pctitors from more than 66 countries and 
regions showcased their moves.

“Paintings, musical compositions and 
ancient texts each of these cam be inte­
grated into oirreheeriKiding routines-." la 
said. “We gather these cultural elements 
mid blend them with srnrt& Our trim is io 
incorporate Chinese traditional t-ulcure, 
aesthetics, and the dances of our ethnic 
groups, into our perfornmixes,”

1.1 sahl that in ilk pn a-ess of dance design, 
there are three key aspects, to integrate 
dunce with traditional culture: through 
costume design, musical expression, and 
the chorvography of movements.

In a Chinese checrlciiding performance 
Jorjmey to the lifew, turned after the clas­
sic novel, students wore costumes adorned 
with black and soltkai ckn vents rvsenibli ng 
iheggrtcRsn oMi’r>d wftiMpd by iDontoEy king 
Sun Wuknng. one of the story's main char-

The Pu'er University cheerleading team performs at the 20241CU World Cheerleading Championships held at 
Disney World In Oslando in the US state of Honda on April 25.

Cheerleading arose from a context of support and enthusiasm, 
much like the origins of many ethnic dances rooted 

in festivals and communal celebrations."

within WiHian afow.
hi his role as the team’s coach. Li has 

endeavored to inciiMte members from vari­
ous ethnic groups, Utereby infusing their 
cheerleading: performances with a rich tap­
estry of ethnic element More than 60 
perct-nt of the team is nude up of members 
from ethnic minorities

Their checrieading routiires showcase a 
vibrant array of ethnic dances, providing a 
window into multlfaectctl Southwest China 
li said. llMse irerfoniiiuic.-' indude tradi 
tional dances stn.-h as the Va ethnic grtnipk 
hair-swinging dance and Llji i-lhnlegroup's 
drum diune, which hate deep roots in folk 
festivals and cervjnoolet

Tlu’se dances authentically reflect the dis­
tinct daily Hws, wwfc pccikss ami spiritual 
Iwiieft of local communities, in- mM.

For most performers af the Fu'er Uni­
versity team, the championship in April 
was tlwir first visit to the UnsteiJ States 
llsroughmil their journey, the cheerlead­
ers encountered numerous heartwarnii ng 
momenta,

"We received tradlllona) hats from the 
Mexican team members and in return. 
Wf shared our Chinese knots and panda 
badges with at htetL’S from <il her numiries," 
Li said.

'We felt encouraged and supported by 
athletes from various nations," In- said 
“This sense of camaraderie is a defining 
feature of dicerieadinK team culture and it 
brottgjit a wudertal warmth w <w r rjtperi- 
eno."

♦ 
World Cheerleading Championships

Cheerleaders break new ground by combining traditional and ethnic 
elements to their routines, Hou Chenchen and Li Yingqing report

Building bridges
Li said that while cheerleading is corn- 

monty viewed ;ts an Anaeriran activity 
symbolizing school spirit, leadership and 
ynutirfiiliKss, it also shares similarities with 
aiinas traditional ethnic dances.

“American cheerleading combines power 
and aesthetics, white China places greater 
eniphasis on cult Ural ran ftotaifoils." he said 
"in bnth AmcricAii cheerteullng and Ihn- 
nan’s ethnic ditnees, we sec reflections of 
tmr pttoptes' Yibraitt cultural ctpressicuta’ 

“Cheerleading arose from a context of 
support and enthusiasm, much like- the 
origins of maity ethnic dances routed in fcs- 
livflis mid (vmjnunalittettmioas,’ UmU. 

—These rjccasions often witness people 
from diverse ethnic backgrounds coming 
together to sing nxl dance, fosicrinp joy 
and excitement It underscores a shared 
essence embedded in our everyday lives, 
whirls is. to positively live our collective 
selves."

Yunnun, the birthplace of the chcertead- 
ing team, stands out as one of Qti m its most 
culturally diverse provinces, with ethnic 
minorities constituting about 34 percent 
of its population. Among Chians fi6 recug 
nired ethnic groups, nearly half are found

Inclusive activity
ilwrrleaders take pride in a ream sport 

in which bonds naturally form between 
teammates.. Sw Xi;ii»liang. 25, a u»m mem­
ber of YI ethnic group wtio t<k* pan in the 
championship, used to be an intnwert but 
the spirit of choerh-.ulins lias clialtRcd his 
life, the conch said

”Hc seldom tai ked previously and did not 
have too much confidence." Li said, "But 
th rough the cheerleallhfi training he has 
gained a clear goal, and bixonx* thoughtful 

and proactive in many aspects, which is 
truly impressive-"

In April, Su stood on the international 
stage with confidence and had tlie honor 
of being a member nf his ream to carry 
the national flag during a ceremony Al the 
event

"CbeeHtading has given me siguifK-ant 
spiritual strength," Su *ajtl. "It lias fortified 
my will to faix difficulties and solidified my 
belief in pursuing my dreams,"

“The key word of on; eheerteading is 
unity," Li said-

"Chcerteadinx transcends the stereotypi­
cal notion of elegnnt dance; Il embodies 
both strength arid acsl helic appeaL Unlike 
traditional art dances, cheerleading is 
accessible tu -ill without high barriers Iri 
entry'’ he said.

As a cheerleading team, we welcome 
siuiientsof different gender, heigiit. weigh i 
iumI background to join us and train with 
us."

1 bring bygettier a group cf son 
indivHluaLs into a team, I think this Is the 
most fascinating aspect of cheerleading. 
Through training and the u-chnknl coonli- 
nation 1 hat comes from being together, we* 
transform into a ltamionioos dance unit.’ 
si'ikl Im YAfiXia, a female sUidcrU who h-vt 
nurtured a pussion for dance since child­
hood.

In the US. the tarifesl cheerleading 
Miuuds were predomimantly m.ik‘ before 
becoming a sport dominated by females. 

”1 want to try to change it because sports 
should mu be divided by gender, There­
fore, 1 want to see if males can perform 
stunts with the same finesse and excel in 
cheerleailing. I hope In break these gender 
stereotype.’ Li said.

Lu Ytiiiuia, Shen Ynjun. and Gong Nitig- 
Juniun, ihrec of li Bong’s itudenis from 
hiVr University, hare alt chosen to teach 
at primary and secotidury schools after 
gnuJtlartisg. As graduates of the cheerlead­
ing team, they have helped spread the 
practice beyond Ihi'er Unirersilj; making 
it increasingly popular Utrotishovt the area 
and beyond.

Since its inception In 2016, the I'u’er 
chcerlcadiliRteairi lias cl inched eight inter 
nutfofiui iumpettiion titles and 20 natlond 
championships. In 201B. it was designated 
ns a national rhccrieading experimental 
sdfool.

Each athlete must possess a positive atti­
tude. discipline, hard work arid dedication 
in under for the team to mesli well, U said. 

"I hope clteerieading can Instill these val­
ues to athletes sn that they can carry them 
into life real work!"
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