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By HENG WEILI in New York 

hengweili@chinadailifuxa.com

The continent of Africa is closely 
being watched as the next big 
growth market — a description that 
has persisted for a while. There are 
numerous reasons for this opti­
mism: Over 70 percent of the conti­
nent’s population is under the age 
of 35, and by 2030,42 percent of the 
world’s young people are expected 
to be living in African countries. 
This data not only points to a major 
consumption market over the next 
three decades, it also underlines the 
continent’s potential to quickly 
industrialize, develop itself and its 
economies of scale and contribute 
in a big way to innovative spaces in 
order to compete on a global scale. 

However, for the continent to be 
able to compete in the world market 
and create employment opportuni­
ties for the over 20 million Africans 
joining the workforce each year, dig­
ital technologies such as artificial 
intelligence, which is strongly con­
nected to economic growth, innova­
tionjob creation and inclusion, will 
be critical. Digital technologies can 
help African nations leapfrog the

slow and expensive grind of indus­
trialization, reach then- full poten­
tial and take their rightful place in 
the global economy. 

Since African countries lack the 
comprehensive policy framework 
required to close the development 
gap in the digital economy, the Afri­
can Union under Agenda 2063 has 
taken it upon itself to promote and 
encourage the digital economy and 
green technologies. These have 
been identified as vital instruments 
that are essential to provide new 
opportunities to the African people, 
drive business models, increase 
employment opportunities and also 
act as a universal enabler not only 
for realizing the aspirations of Afri­
cans but for global sustainable 
development goals as well.

fight” There also has been talk of 
Democrats selecting a nominee vir­
tually before die convention.

Harris needs the backing of 1,969 
of the 3,936 Democratic delegates to 
secure her nomination.

Among the names mentioned as 
other potential Democratic presiden­
tial candidates are governors Gavin 
Newsom of California, Gretchen 
Whitmer of Michigan, Josh Shapiro 
of Pennsylvania, J.B. Pritzker of Illi­
nois and Andy Beshear of Kentucky. 
Some of those same people also could 
be considered as potential vice-pres­
idential running mates for Harris.

Biden and Harris together had 
raised a massive war chest of $240 
million through various entities as 
of June 30, according to The New 
York Times.

Media reports had circulated last 
week that Biden, 81, would step down 
on Sunday, but the stories lost steam 
after Biden angrily dismissed them.

The president’s political fortunes 
began to crumble after his dismal 
performance in a debate with Tump 
on June 27

Former president Barack Obama 

US President Joe Biden, after nearly 
a month of mounting pressure from 
his own party, dropped his reelection 
bid on Sunday and endorsed Vice- 
President Kamala Harris to head the 
Democratic ticket in November.

“It has been the greatest honor of 
my life to serve as your president,” 
he wrote in a letter posted to social 
media. “And while it has been my 
intention to seek re-election, I believe 
it is in the best interest of my parly 
and the country for me to stand down 
and focus entirely on fulfilling my 
duties as president for the remainder 
of my term.”

Biden’s endorsement for Harris 
came in a subsequent post on X. 

“Today I want to offer my full sup­
port and endorsement for Kamala to 
be the nominee of our party this year?’ 
Biden wTote. “Democrats — it’s time 
to come together and beat Tramp.” 

“I will do everything in my power 
to unite the Democratic Party — 
and our nation — to defeat Donald 
Tump,” said Harris, adding that 

praised Biden, his former vice-presi­
dent, in a statement on Medium.com 
on Sunday, saying he “wouldn’t make 
this decision unless he believed it was 
right for America”

Obama said Biden “pointed us 
away from the four years of chaos, 
falsehood, and division that had 
characterized Donald Trump’s 
administration”

While Tump said on Sunday that 
Harris would be easier to defeat than 
Biden, he continued to criticize Biden, 
telling NBC News, “There has never 
been a president who has done such 
damage to our country, from energy 
independence to letting in millions 
and millions of illegal immigrants.” 

House Speaker Mike Johnson, in a 
post on X WTote: “The Democrat Par­
ty forced the Democrat nominee off 
the ballot, just over 100 days before 
the election. Having invalidated the 
votes of more than 14 million Ameri­
cans who selected Joe Biden to be the 
Democrat nominee for president, the 
self-proclaimed ‘party of democracy* 
has proven exactly the opposite.”

nation with a strong socialist cul­
ture, improving the quality of life for 
the general public, accelerating the 
pace of green transition and advanc­
ing the Peaceful China Initiative.

All tasks laid out in the resolution 
are to be completed by the time the 
People’s Republic of China celebrates 
its 80th anniversary in 2029.

The resolution has been set out as 
policymakers are trying to energize 
the growth of the world’s second- 
largest economy and better navigate 
domestic complexities and external 
challenges, including an aging Chi­
nese population and protectionist 
moves by some major economies.

“As Chinese modernization has 
been advanced continuously through 
reform and opening-up, it will surely 
embrace broader horizons through 
further reform and opening-up,” the 
resolution said.

The leadership body reaffirmed 
the country’s commitment to tak­
ing greater strides in opening-up.

The policymakers underlined 
measures to enhance the compati­
bility and alignment of rules, regu­

lations, management practices and 
standards in areas such as property 
rights protection, industrial subsi­
dies, environmental standards, 
labor protection, government pro­
curement, e-commerce and finance. 

China will provide more global 
public goods, expand its globally 
oriented network of high-standard 
free trade areas, establish compli­
ance mechanisms that are aligned 
with prevailing international rales, 
and optimize the environment for 
opening-up and cooperation.

“We will develop new regulatory 
approaches for customs clearance, 
taxation and foreign exchange, and 
foster an institutional environment 
that is conducive to the develop­
ment of new models and forms of 
trade,” the resolution said.

One priority for policymakers is 
to shore up China’s inflow of foreign 
investment

“We will expand the catalog of 
encouraged industries for foreign 
investment appropriately shorten 
the negative list for foreign invest­
ment ... and promote wader opening 
with regard to telecommunications, 
the internet, education, culture, 
medical services and other sectors 
in a well-conceived way.”

she was honored to have Biden’s 
endorsement and wrote on X that 
“my intention is to earn and win this 
nomination”

The Democratic candidate, to be 
nominated at the Democratic Nation­
al Convention, which starts on Aug 
19 in Chicago, will face Trump, 78, 
the Republican nominee and former 
president.

“Should she win the nomination, 
the nation will watch a multiracial 
woman compete in a presidential 
general election for the first time in 
history?’ Debbie Walsh, director at 
the Center for American Women & 
Politics, said of Harris, 59, who is of 
Jamaican and Asian Indian descent. 

Harris immediately got to work 
shoring up her support on Sunday 
and appeared to be quickly build­
ing momentum. The North Carolina 
and South Carolina delegates pledged 
their support to her on Sunday eve­
ning as did some governors and 
members of Congress.

While Biden did endorse Hanis, 
her nomination is not guaranteed, 
and there could be a rare open con­
vention, also referred to as a “floor 
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The mechanisms for high-quality 
cooperation under the Belt and 
Road Initiative will be improved, 
with Beijing set to redouble efforts 
to develop multilateral platforms 
for cooperation in green develop­
ment, the digital economy, artificial 
intelligence, energy; taxation, 
finance and disaster mitigation.

Another policy priority is to cre­
ate an enabling environment and 
provide more opportunities in the 
reform plan for the development of 
nonpublic-sector enterprises, 
including pledges to introduce a law 
on promoting private businesses.

Key steps will be adopted to 
remove barriers to market access 
so that private enterprises can be 
guaranteed fair access to competi­
tive infrastructure sectors, while a 
long-term mechanism for private 
enterprises to participate in 
major national projects will be 
established.

The development of new quality 
productive forces is set to receive 
greater policy support, with strong­
er emphasis on the generation of 
new' sectors, business models and 
growth engines.
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While emphasizing the need to 
resort to institutional reform to 
address the problems hindering 
high-quality growth, such as unbal­
anced and inadequate development, 
Xi said that responding to the risks 
and challenges on the way toward 
Chinese modernization requires 
comprehensively deepening reform. 

With mounting regional con­
flicts and turbulence worldwide, 
exacerbated global issues and 
increasing external oppression, 
China’s development has entered a 
period of strategic opportunities 
and challenges, marked by growing 
uncertainties and unforeseeable 
events, he warned.

Effectively addressing these risks 
and challenges and taking the strate­
gic initiative amid the increasingly 
intense international competition 
require further comprehensively 
deepening reform, Xi said. It is neces­
sary to use the improved institutional 
frameworks to prevent and mitigate 
risks, effectively respond to challen­
ges, nurture new opportunities during 
crises, and forge new' paths amid 
changing circumstances, he added.

Xi explained the drafting process 
of the resolution, which involved 
extensive consultations among the 
people within and outside the Par­
ty to ensure democratic and scien­
tific decision-making. Xi served as 
the head of the group for drafting 
the document.
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The central leadership of the 
Communist Party of China unveiled 
a sweeping plan on Sunday to deep­
en reform and modernize the coun­
try’s governance system and 
capacity, detailing major initiatives 
to bolster high-level opening-up 
and self-reliance in science and 

technology.
Tie CPC Central 

Committee pub­
lished the full text of 
the Resolution of the 
Central Committee of 
the Communist Party 
of China on Further 
Deepening Reform

Comprehensively to Advance Chi­
nese Modernization, three days aft­
er tlie leadership body wrapped up 
its reform-themed third plenary ses­
sion in Beijing.

In addition to economic reforms, 
the resolution put forward detailed 
measures on developing whole-pro- 
cess people’s democracy, building a

Hundreds of people throng a night market on Saturday in Shijiazhuang, Hebei province. Since the beginning of this year, Zhengding county 
in Shijiazhuang has created a number of distinctive urban night economy landmarks, attracting tourists from all over the country, unleash­
ing the potential for nighttime consumption and nurturing new economic growth points, provided to china daily
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Major initiatives to boost high-level 
opening-up, self-reliance in sci-tech
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Turning the blueprint for Chinese 
modernization into a reality' funda­
mentally hinges on further compre­
hensively deepening reform and 
continuously improving systems 
and mechanisms in various fields, 
in order to provide institutional 
safeguards for the country’s mod­
ernization drive, said Xi Jinping, 
general secretary of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee. 

Addressing the third plenary ses­
sion of the 20th CPC

Inside Central Committee, 
-------------  which concluded on 
See more, Thursday, Xi made 
pages 3-4 explanatory remarks on 

the draft resolution on 
further deepening reform comprehen­
sively to advance Chinese moderniza­
tion. Tie explanatory remarks were 
made public on Sunday.

Xi highlighted the crucial role of 
reform and opening-up in different 
periods of China’s development, 
saying that on the new journey in 
the new era, the nation still needs 
to rely on reform and opening-up to 
create new prospects for Chinese 
modernization.

In the face of new circumstances 
and tasks, it is imperative to fur­
ther comprehensively deepen 
reform to translate the institution­
al advantages of the country into 
the capacity for more effective 
governance, he said.
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Throughout the drafting pro­
cess, the seven-member Stand­
ing Committee of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Com­
mittee convened three meetings, 
and the 24-member Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Com­
mittee held two meetings for 
review and modifications of the 
document, which was ultimately 
submitted to the third plenary 
session of the CPC Central Com­
mittee for discussions.

Xi said that the resolution is 
anchored on the goal of basically 
achieving socialist modernization 
by 2035, focusing on major reform 
measures for the next five years. 

It emphasizes die importance of 
giving play to the leading role of 
economic structural reform, devel­
oping support institutions and 
mechanisms for all-around inno­
vation and advancing reform in a 
comprehensive manner, he said.

integrated ecological and environ­
mental governance systems in its 
major river basins, the document 
said, adding that it will also compre­
hensively advance the construction 
of a nature reserve system with 
national parks as the mainstay.

The country will further estab­
lish and enhance mechanisms to 
achieve its targets of peaking car­
bon dioxide emissions before 2030 
and achieving carbon neutrality 
before 2060, including a system for 
carbon emission statistics and 
accounting, the document added.

China’s quest for lucid waters and 
lush mountains will be expedited, 
as the nation pursues moderniza­
tion fueled by new systems and 
mechanisms that value ecological 
assets and promote green transi­
tion, according to a key resolution. 

“Chinese modernization is the 
modernization of harmony between 
humanity and nature,” said the doc­
ument, which was made public on 
Sunday after the third plenary ses­
sion of the 20 th Central Committee 
of die Communist Party of China 
concluded on Thursday.

To advance its modernization 
journey, China should further 
improve die institutional framework 
for ecological civilization and make 
concerted efforts to reduce carbon 
emissions and pollution, advance 
green development and pursue eco­
nomic growth, it emphasized.

Ecological civilization is a concept 
promoted by President Xi Jinping 
for balanced and sustainable devel­
opment that features harmonious 
coexistence between mankind and 
nature. One tenet of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Ecological Civilization 
states that “lucid waters and lush 
mountains are invaluable assets”

the silver economy, including set­
ting up job positions that are suita­
ble for the elderly and match their 
personal strengths and interests. 

Lu Jiehua, a sociology professor 
at Peking University, said the nation 
has rolled out a series of policies in 
recent years to boost the develop­
ment of affordable, government- 
subsidized elderly care services as 
well as market-oriented services, 
and it is now vital to ensure their 
implementation.

Furthermore, the nation pub­
lished a guideline last year requir­
ing all provincial-level regions to 
provide a list of basic elderly care 
services, ranging from old age sub­
sidies and material assistance to 
nursing and caregiving, Lu said.

“More efforts should be made to 
ensure these policies are imple­
mented and bring convenience and 
a sense of satisfaction to the elderly,” 
he added.

Lu said the concept of silver 
economy now incorporates not

The nation will build and operate 
national data infrastructure to facil­
itate data sharing, and accelerate 
the establishment of systems for 
data ownership recognition, market 
transactions, rights distribution and 
interest protection. An efficient, 
convenient and secure mechanism 
for cross-border data flow will be 
created, the resolution said.

The policymakers have agreed 
on steps to address the fiscal chal­
lenges facing the nation’s local gov­
ernments, rolling out measures to 
increase local fiscal autonomy, 
expand local tax sources, and 
enhance the alignment of fiscal 
authority with financial resources 
at the city and county levels.

Regarding the financial sector, 
they highlighted the need to 
improve the financial regulatory sys­
tem, by ensuring that all financial 
activities are subject to oversight 

Measures can improve service efficiency, 
consolidate supply chain, experts say

Zhang Chundi, vice-president 
for China at Decathlon, said the 
French sporting goods manufac­
turer and retailer plans to open 
20 to 30 new stores in China in 
each of the next two years.

As one of the few markets glo­
bally that are proficient in manu­
facturing, logistics, product design 
and retail, China currently 
accounts for 44 percent of Decath­
lon’s global business volume.

“China’s consistent opening-up 
measures have brought multiple 
benefits to foreign companies,” 
said Zhang, adding that this not 
onty provides wider market 
access, but also helps simplify 
administrative procedures and 
improve service efficiency.

Mohammed Al Ajlan, chairman 
of the Saudi-Chinese Business 
Council, said that China is making 
substantial efforts to help compa­
nies, especially small and medium­
sized manufacturers, achieve 
effective industrial upgrades and 
transformation.

By enhancing the high-end, 
intelligent and green aspects of 
the manufacturing industrial 
chains across the country, these 
efforts will offer significant 
opportunities to global investors, 
he said.

Oliver Giersberg, senior vice- 
president and chief operations 
officer for China at BSH Home 
Appliances Group, a German man­
ufacturer with 11,000 employees 
in the country, said that China’s 
overall environment has fueled 
the company’s creativity and inno­
vation, boosting its development 
globally.

Amid China’s vigorous push for 
innovation, Giersberg noted that 
the country’s fast-growing digital­
ization and artificial intelligence 
sectors closely align with the com­
pany’s growth strategy. “Now, 
more than ever, we are eager to 
leverage these factors to achieve 
global success,” he added.

China saw the establishment of 
26,870 new foreign-invested enter­
prises in tiie first half of the year, 
marking a 14.2 percent year-on- 
year increase, data from the Minis­
try of Commerce showed.

On Wednesday, the ministry 
emphasized that it will continue to 
promote high-level opening-up 
and improve the business environ­
ment, ensuring equal treatment 
for domestic as well as foreign 
companies.

China plans to improve policies 
to bolster both the public and the 
private elderly care sectors, create 
diverse and personalized employ­
ment opportunities for seniors, 
and gradually raise the retirement 
age, according to a key policy docu­
ment released on Sunday.

As the proportion of people in 
the nation who are age 60 and 
above reached more than 21 per­
cent last year and is estimated to 
exceed 30 percent by 2035, acceler­
ating efforts to cope with a rapidly 
graying society are highlighted in a 
resolution that was adopted last 
week by the third plenary session 
of the 20th Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China.

The document said that policies 
and mechanisms regarding the 
elderly care industry should be 
further upgraded, and more 
efforts should be made to develop

only economic activities that cater 
to citizens already reaching 60, but 
also products and services aimed at 
preparing for old age.

Regarding steps to accommo­
date seniors who seek employ­
ment, Lu said that issues such as 
workplace insurance plans, as well 
as special training to help older 
workers adapt to the digital world, 
should be addressed.

The document said that the 
nation plans to raise the retirement 
age based on a voluntary and flexi­
ble principle, and in a stable and 
orderly manner.

Lu said the plan is aligned with 
previous stances on the issue of 
delaying retirement, and its inclu­
sion in this key policy document 
indicates a possible rollout of more 
specified policies in the future.

The resolution emphasizes that 
the nation’s demographic strategy 
will revolve around addressing the 
aging population and declining 
birthrates.

Lin Boqiang, head of the China 
Institute for Studies in Energy Poli­
cy at Xiamen University, said the 
resolution highlights many steps 
for low-carbon transition, demon­
strating tiie country’s unwavering 
commitment to achieving its cli­
mate goals. “This is indeed a good 
incentive for the domestic market.” 

As one of its priorities, China will 
improve its institutional system for 
environmental governance and tiie 
management of its “territorial space 
and natural resource assets” tiie 
document said. For example, the 
country will “implement region-spe­
cific environmental management 
systems featuring differentiated, tar­
geted regulation” as it strives to 
strengthen environmental monitor­
ing and evaluation.

A comprehensive and unified 
system for regulating the use of ter­
ritorial space of all types across the 
country and for approval of territo­
rial space plans will be put into 
place. Mechanisms for accounta­
bility review and performance eval­
uation will be established for 
environmental protection as well 
as for the protection, utilization, 
value preservation and apprecia­
tion of natural resources.

Wang Yi, a professor at the Chi­
nese Academy of Sciences’ Institutes 

J

under the law, and to strengthen 
regulatory responsibilities and 
accountability measures.

China will continue pushing for­
ward the high-level opening-up of 
the financial sector, advance the 
internationalization of the ren­
minbi, and develop the offshore 
renminbi market, the resolution 
said, adding that eligible foreign 
financial institutions will be 
encouraged to take part in the 
piloting of financial services.

The resolution called on tiie 
whole Party to “take pragmatic, 
resolute and effective steps to 
ensure implementation”

“The implementation of major 
reforms will be subject to oversight 
and inspection, and tiie litmus test 
of reform will lie in how well it per­
forms, what it delivers, and how 
much satisfaction it brings to our 
people,” tiie resolution emphasized.

The resolution underlined inno­
vation in key generic technologies, 
cutting-edge technologies, modern 
engineering technologies, and dis­
ruptive technologies, calling for 
stronger institutional support for 
emerging fields and new tracks.

Policymakers stressed the need to 
improve policies and governance sys­
tems for strategic industries such as 
next-generation information tech­
nology, artificial intelligence, aero­

renewable energy, new 
materials, high-end equipment, bio­
technology and quantum technology. 

They pledged to boost the inno­
vative development of the platform 
economy — tech-driven online 
marketplaces and other similar 
operations — and enable the estab­
lishment of a routine regulatory 
framework for the sector.

China’s continuous reform 
measures and high-level opening- 
up will inject fresh momentum 
into its economic growth, creating 
more opportunities for multina­
tional corporations to invest and 
thrive in the country, said market 
observers and business executives 
on Sunday.

They added that China’s acceler­
ated cultivation of new quality pro­
ductive forces, along with its 
industrial transformation and 
upgrading, will further facilitate 
trade and investment globaliza­
tion, and make global businesses 
profitable in the country.

Their comments came as China 
vowed to deepen reform for better 
management of foreign investment 

According to the full text of the 
Resolution of the Central Commit­
tee of tiie Communist Party of Chi­
na on Further Deepening Reform 
Comprehensively to Advance Chi­
nese Modernization, which was 
released on Sunday, China will 
expand the catalog of industries 
encouraging foreign investment 
and reasonably reduce the items 
on tiie negative list for foreign 
investment access.

China will fully remove the 
restrictions on foreign invest­
ment in the manufacturing sector 
and promote wider opening of 
sectors such as telecommunica­
tions, the internet, education, cul­
ture and healthcare, according to 
tiie resolution.

Chen Wenling, chief economist 
at the Beijing-based China Center 
for International Economic 
Exchanges, said that China’s new 
round of economic reforms will 
effectively curb the protectionist 
behavior of some local govern­
ments, consolidate the global sup­
ply chain system, and create a 
closer synergy between foreign 
investment and the country’s eco­
nomic development.

Denis Depoux, global manag­
ing director at market consultan­
cy Roland Berger, said the 
reforms in China’s economic sec­
tor and the development of its 
new quality productive forces 
aim to enhance productivity 
through innovation.

“This, in turn, will drive higher 
domestic consumption and stimu­
late further economic growth,” 
Depoux said.

KL S'

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China Central 
Committee and Chinese president, 
visited the Vietnamese embassy in 
Beijing on Saturday to mourn the 
passing of Nguyen Phu Trong, gener­
al secretary of tiie Communist Party 
ofVietnam Central Committee.

In the hall of condolence at the 
embassy, wreaths sent by Xi and 
other members of the Standing Com­
mittee of tiie CPC Central Committee 
Political Bureau were laid in front of 
a portrait of Trong.

Xi walked to the portrait, paused 
to observe a moment of silence, then 
bowed three times before the portrait 
and wrote a message with his signa­
ture in the book of condolences.

Praising Trong as a staunch Marx­
ist and a great leader of the CPV and 
the Vietnamese people, Xi said that 
Trong had devoted himself entirely to 
tiie CPV and tiie country, to tiie Viet­
namese people and to the cause of 
socialism in Vietnam, and had been 
deeply respected and admired by the 
party, military and people ofVietnam. 

Xi recalled that over the past 
decade, he and Trong had maintained 
close contact and developed a deep 
camaraderie, and that last year, they 
jointly announced the elevation of 
bilateral relations to a China-Vietnam 
community with a shared future that 
carries strategic significance, a mile­
stone in bilateral ties.

“The passing of Comrade Nguyen 
Phu Trong has deprived us of a pro­
moter of China-Vietnam relations 
and a companion for the cause of 
socialism, and we are deeply sad­
dened,” Xi said.

Trong’s outstanding contribution 
to the relations between the two par­
ties and the two countries, and to the 
cause of the global socialist move­
ment will always be remembered, 
he said.

Xi emphasized that tiie CPC and 
tiie Chinese government firmly sup­
port the CPV in uniting and lead­
ing the Vietnamese people to take a 
path of socialism that suits Vietnam’s 
national conditions.

It is believed that under the strong 
leadership of the CPV Central Com­
mittee, the Vietnamese people will 
surely be able to turn grief into 
strength and continue to make 
greater achievements in the cause 
of reform, opening-up and socialist 
construction, Xi said.

He said he firmly believes that 
China and Vietnam will continue to 
work together to make profound and 
solid progress in building tiie China- 
Vietnam community with a shared 
future.

Vietnamese Ambassador to China 
Pham Sao Mai said the fact that Gen­
eral Secretary Xi personally came to 
express condolences and the CPC 
Central Committee sent a message of 
condolence to the CPV Central Com­
mittee without delay has reflected 
the great importance that the CPC 
and the Chinese government attach 
to the relations between the two 
parties and countries, as well as tiie 
special feelings General Secretary Xi 
has for Comrade Nguyen Phu Trong. 

The Vietnamese side is deeply 
moved and deeply grateful, Mai said. 

Noting that Trong had attached 
great importance to the relation­
ship with China and made tremen­
dous efforts and contributions to 
the development of Vietnam-China 
friendship, Mai said the Vietnam­
ese side will carry on the legacy of 
TYong.

The ambassador added that 
Vietnam will implement well the 
important consensus reached by 
the top leaders of the two parties 
and countries, adhere to the strategic 
choice and top priority for Vietnam’s 
foreign policy of developing friendly 
cooperation with China, and push 
forward the building of a community 
with a shared future with strategic 
significance between Vietnam and 
China.

Trong passed away on Friday at 
the age of 80 due to age-related ill­
ness. He had been general secretary 
of the CPV Central Committee since 
2011.

Vietnam will hold a state funeral 
for Trong on Thursday and Friday, 
Vietnam News Agency quoted a spe­
cial communique as saying.
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A staff member encourages a resident during a group exercise session at an elderly care center in 
Hutubi county, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, on Saturday, tao weiming / for china daily

Tourists have fun at a wetland park in Yangzhou, Jiangsu province,
on July 7. meng delong / for china daily
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of Science and Development, 
emphasized tiie importance of 
interdepartmental coordination in 
the country’s process to advance 
ecological civilization.

“Many environmental issues 
such as biodiversity conservation, 
climate change and low-carbon 
development require interdepart­
mental coordination,” he said, 
adding that establishing an inter­
departmental coordination mech­
anism would help lower 
institutional costs.

China will make efforts to set up 
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in. The General Framework and 
Main Content of the Document

On behalf of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee, I will now brief you on 
the drafting of the Resolution of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party' of China 
on Further Deepening Reform Comprehen­
sively to Advance Chinese Modernization.

In addition to a preamble and a conclu­
sion, the draft resolution consists of 15 sec­
tions, which may be divided into three main 
parts. The first section constitutes the first 
part and is a general exposition on the great 
significance and general requirements of 
further deepening reform comprehensively 
to advance Chinese modernization. Sections 
two through fourteen make up the second 
part, which elaborates on reform plans in 
specific fields such as the economy, politics, 
culture, society, environmental conserva­
tion, national security, and national defense 
and the military. Section fifteen is part 
three. This part focuses on strengthening 
the Party’s leadership over reform, deepen­
ing reforms related to Party building, 
improving conduct, building integrity, and 
combating corruption. The above content is 
laid out in a total of 60 subsections.

With a view to achieving the goal of basi­
cally realizing socialist modernization by 
2035, the draft resolution includes major 
reform measures for the coming five years. 
In terms of its layout and content, it features 
the following highlights.

(1) Giving play to the leading role of eco­
nomic structural reform

Economic structural reform will remain 
our priority in further deepening reform com­
prehensively. The main tasks in this regard 
include improving the systems and mecha­
nisms for enabling high-quality development, 
fostering new growth drivers and strengths, 
upholding and fulfilling the commitments to 
the public and non-public sectors, building a 
unified national market, and refining the sys­
tems underpinning the market economy.

Focusing on the pivotal issue of balancing 
the relationship between the government 
and the market, the draft resolution gives 
prominence to building a high-standard 
socialist market economy and makes 
arrangements for economic structural 
reform in major areas and key links. It men­
tions that we will strengthen strategic coordi­

reflection of the Party’s firm determination 
and strong sense of responsibility to carry 
reform through to the end and a restatement 
of the answers it lias given to the questions of 
what banner to uphold and what path to take 
on the new journey in the new era. They 
believe that this decision holds for-reaching 
significance for building a great country and 
advancing national rejuvenation on all fronts 
through Chinese modernization. The locali­
ties, departments, and sectors consulted have 
also made many valuable suggestions on the 
theme and framework of the draft, as well as 
major reform measures to be included. This 
has protided us with an important reference 
for drafting the resolution.

On May 7,2024, the text of the resolution 
was issued to select Party members, includ­
ing retired senior Party officials, for consul­
tation. Opinions were also sought from the 
central committees of other political parties, 
from leaders of the All-China Federation of 
Industry and Commerce, from prominent 
figures without party affiliation, and from 
relevant enterprises, scholars, and experts. 

The feedback shows that all those consult­
ed believe that the strategic measures for fur­
ther deepening reform comprehensively 
presented in die draft resolution closely focus 
on the theme of advancing Chinese moderni­
zation. The draft follows the right political 
orientation and sets forth reform plans for 
resolving the major institutional problems 
hindering Chinese modernization. With a 
distinct theme, clear priorities, and feasible 
measures, the document will, in their opin­
ion, serve as an overall plan and call to action 
for comprehensively advancing broader and 
deeper reform on the new journey in the new 
era. They also agree that the draft evinces a 
historical initiative with regard to upholding 
and improving the system of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics and modernizing 
China’s system and capacity for governance, 
and it will provide strong impetus and insti­
tutional suppoit for Chinese modernization. 

Based on a careful study of the 1,911 opin­
ions and suggestions received from all sides, 
the drafting group incorporated as many of 
these as possible into the draft, resulting in 
221 revisions to the text.

During the drafting process, the Standing 
Committee of the Political Bureau met three 
times and the Political Bureau convened on 
two occasions for the purpose of reviewing 
the draft versions. The culmination of all 
this is the final draft that we have submitted 
to tills session for deliberation.

industrial system, while large in size and 
extensive in scope, is not yet strong or sophis­
ticated enough; the over-reliance on key and 
core technologies controlled by others lias not 
been fundamentally changed; the founda­
tions of agriculture need to be further 
strengthened; wide gaps persist in develop­
ment and income distribution between urban 
and rural areas and between regions; and 
weak links remain in improving the people’s 
wellbeing and protecting the ecological envi­
ronment. In essence, all of these challenges 
reflect the evolution of the principal contra­
diction in Chinese society and are the result of 
ongoing development It is essential that they 
are addressed by further deepening reform 
comprehensively on an institutional basis.

Fourth, we need to deal with major risks 
and challenges and secure steady and sus­
tained progress in the cause of the Party and 
the country.

Advancing Chinese modernization is a 
whole new endeavor. On the journey ahead, 
we will inevitably be confronted with prob­
lems, risks, and challenges. In particular, 
momentous changes of a magnitude not 
seen in a century are accelerating across the 
world, regional conflicts and disturbances 
keep cropping up, global issues are becom­
ing more acute, and external attempts to 
suppress and contain China are escalating. 
China has entered a period in which strate­
gic opportunities, risks, and challenges coex­
ist and uncertainties and unpredictability 
are rising. Various “black swan" and “gray 
rhino” events have the potential to occur at 
any time. To effectively deal with these risks 
and challenges and seize the strategic initia­
tive amid intensifying international compe­
tition, we need to further deepen reform 
comprehensively, so that we can create 
sound institutions to prevent and defuse 
risks and respond to challenges, strive to fos­
ter new opportunities amid crises, and break 
new ground amid the changing landscape.

Making reform plans and arrangements 
with a focus on our central task has consti­
tuted a successful experience for our Party in 
leading reform and opening up. In light of 
both practical experience and actual needs, 
the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Com­
mittee decided that the third plenary session 
of the 20th CPC Central Committee would 
study the issue of further deepening reform 
comprehensively to advance Chinese mod­
ernization. There is a pressing need for this, 
given the following considerations:

First, we need to rally support and pool­
strength to complete the Party’s central task 
on the new journey in the new era.

The evidence conclusively proves that in 
the new period of reform, opening up, and 
socialist modernization, it was reform and 
opening up that enabled China to catch up 
with the times in great strides. Since the Par­
ty’s 18th National Congress, it has also been 
reform and opening up that has ensured his­
toric achievements and changes in the cause 
of the Party and the country. Therefore, if we 
are to break new ground in advancing Chi­
nese modernization on the new journey in 
the new era, we must continue to rely on 
reform and opening up.

The Party’s 20th National Congress estab­
lished that the Party’s central task is to real­
ize the Second Centenary Goal of building 
China into a great modern socialist country 
in all respects and to advance the rejuvena­
tion of the Chinese nation on all fronts 
through Chinese modernization. At the 
Congress, we elaborated on the distinctive 
features, essential requirements, and major 
principles of Chinese modernization and 
made strategic plans for advancing Chinese 
modernization. At the fundamental level, to 
translate these strategic plans into action 
and turn the vision of Chinese moderniza­
tion into reality, we must further deepen 
reform comprehensively and keep working 
to improve the systems and mechanisms 
across all sectors, so as to provide institu­
tional support for advancing Chinese mod­
ernization.

Second, we need to improve and develop 
the system of socialism with Chinese charac­
teristics and modernize China’s system and 
capacity for governance.

Following the Party’s 18th National Con­
gress, we improved systems in various sec­
tors by comprehensively deepening reforms, 
with a focus on institution building. As a 
result, the socialist system with Chinese 
characteristics was made more mature and 
better-defined, and China’s system and 
capacity for governance were further mod­
ernized. This provided strong institutional 
support for building a moderately prosper­
ous society in all respects.

Yet, we must be keenly aware that improv­
ing the socialist system with Chinese charac­
teristics is a dynamic process, which will 
inevitably evolve with advances in practice. 
During this process, we need to constantly 
improve existing institutions and work on 
promoting institutional innovations and fill­
ing institutional gaps in new areas and for 
new practices, hi the face of new develop­
ments and tasks, we must further deepen 
reform comprehensively to continue refining 
institutions and mechanisms in various sec­
tors, so as to help consolidate foundations, 
leverage strengths, and shore up areas of 
weakness. This will enable us to better trans­
late our country’s institutional strengths into 
effective governance.

Third, ice need to promote high-quality 
development and better respond to the evo­
lution of die principal contradiction in Chi­
nese society.

At present, unbalanced and inadequate 
development remains a pronounced problem 
in promoting China’s high-quality develop­
ment For example, the market system still 
needs improvement; the market itself is not 
adequately developed; the relationship 
between the government and the market 
needs to be further straightened out; our 
innovation capacity fells short of the require­
ments for high-quality development; the 

nation between relevant administrative 
departments and work to refine the layout of 
the state-owned sector and adjust its struc­
ture, so as to see state capital and state- 
owned enterprises get stronger, do better, 
and grow bigger, with their core functions 
and core competitiveness enhanced. Target­
ing the development of the non-public sector, 
it puts forth the requirements of formulating 
a private sector promotion law, strengthen­
ing law enforcement and justice administra­
tion to protect property rights, and 
preventing and rectifying administrative and 
criminal interference in economic disputes. 
It also includes measures such as enhancing 
the binding force of fair competition review, 
reviewing and abolishing regulations and 
practices impeding the development of a uni­
fied national market and fair competition, 
and improving institutions and rules for pro­
duction factor markets. All these steps will 
help unleash the internal driving forces and 
creativity of our society as a whole.

The draft resolution lays out plans for 
improving the systems and mechanisms 
underpinning high-quality development 
and promoting the development of new 
quality productive forces. To develop pro­
ductive forces characterized by high tech­
nology, high efficiency, and high quality, it 
mentions that we will work to increase insti­
tutional supply in new areas and arenas, 
establish a mechanism for ensuring funding 
increases for future-oriented industries, ele­
vate national standards to guide the upgrad­
ing of traditional industries, and channel 
various types of advanced production fac­
tors toward the development of new quality 
productive forces.

The draft resolution sets forth plans for 
refining the macroeconomic governance sys­
tem. As mentioned in the document, efforts 
will be made to improve the national strate­
gic planning system and policy coordination 
mechanisms. With a view to deepening 
reform of the fiscal and tax systems in a coor­
dinated manner, the draft resolution 
includes arrangements to expand the sources 
of tax revenue at the local level and place 
more fiscal resources at the disposal of local 
governments. It proposes measures to appro­
priately expand the scope of use for funds 
raised from the sale of local government spe­
cial-purpose bonds while properly granting 
the central government greater administra­
tive authority and increasing the share of its 
expenditure in total government expendi­
ture. Efforts will be made to refine the role 
and governance of financial institutions, 
improve the functions of the capital market 
with balanced investment and financing, and 
improve the financial regulatory system.

The draft resolution puts forward plans for 
improving the institutions and mechanisms 
for urban-rural integrated development. This 
involves improving the institutions and 
mechanisms for advancing new urbaniza­
tion; consolidating and improving the basic 
lural operation system; improving support­
ing systems to strengthen agriculture, benefit 
farmers, and enrich rural areas; and deepen­
ing reform of the land system.

The draft resolution also outlines plans 
for refining the institutions and mecha­
nisms for high-standard opening up, which 
involve steadily expanding institutional 
opening up, deepening the foreign trade 
structural reform, further reforming the 
management systems for inward and out­
ward investment, optimizing the layout for 
regional opening up, and improving the 
mechanisms for high-quality cooperation 
under the Belt and Road Initiative.

(2) Developing support institutions and 
mechanisms for all-around innovation

With a view to ensuring coordinated 
efforts to promote integrated reform of insti­
tutions and mechanisms pertaining to edu­
cation, science and technology, and talent, 
the draft resolution places emphasis on 
deepening comprehensive reform in educa­
tion, deepening scientific and technological 
structural reform, and deepening institu­
tional reforms for talent development, so as 
to boost the overall performance of our coun­
try’s innovation system.

In terms of reform in the education system, 
the document includes arrangements such as 
advancing reforms of higher education insti­
tutions on a categorized basis and developing 
discipline adjustment mechanisms and tal­
ent training models to meet the needs of Chi­
na’s scientific and technological development 
and national strategies. This will see us mak­
ing extraordinary moves to plan for disci­
plines and majors that are in uigent demand. 
The document also specifies the require­
ments of refining the mechanisms for facili­

In November 2023, the Political Bureau 
decided that a document drafting group 
would be established for the third plenary 
session of the 20th Central Committee 
under the auspices of the Political Bureau’s 
Standing Committee. I am chief of this 
group, and my colleagues Wang Huning, Cai 
Qi, and Ding Xuexiang serve as its deputy 
chiefs. The drafting work started following 
our first meeting on December 8. Over the 
past seven months or so, we carried out 
thorough surveys and studies, extensively 
solicited opinions, conducted debates on 
major topics, held multiple discussions, and 
revised the draft many times.

In drafting the document, we focused on 
the following priorities:

First, we laid down the principles to 
adhere to and ensured the right political ori­
entation on the basis of reviewing and apply­
ing the valuable experience we have gained 
since the launch of reform and opening up, 
particularly from our endeavor to compre­
hensively deepen reform in the new era.

Second, we stuck to a problem-oriented 
approach and worked out plans for further 
deepening reform comprehensively with a 
focus on advancing Chinese modernization 
and on implementing the major strategic 
plans set out at the Party’s 20 th National 
Congress.

Third, we sorted out our priorities. We 
have prioritized institutional reform, 
reforms of strategic and overarching impor­
tance, and the leading role of economic 
structural reform, thus underscoring the 
guidance of reform measures.

Fourth, we adhered to the principle of 
putting the people first to see that reforms 
are designed and advanced with the overall, 
fundamental, and long-term interests of the 
people in mind.

Fifth, we made overarching, integrated, 
and systematic plans to ensure that reforms 
in different sectors work in concert and pro­
duce desirable results.

Throughout the drafting process, we have 
taken a democratic approach in order to 
draw on a vast pool of wisdom. On Novem­
ber 27,2023, the Central Committee issued a 
notice about soliciting opinions on the agen­
da of the third plenary session of the 20th 
Central Committee from all localities, 
departments, and sectors, as well as some 
officials and individuals.

There is a broad consensus among all those 
consulted that the 20th CPC Central Commit­
tee’s decision to focus its third plenary session 
on further deepening reform comprehensive­
ly to advance Chinese modernization is a 

L Considerations on the Agenda 
of the Third Plenary Session of the 
20th Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC)

tating scientific and technological innovation 
in universities and ensuring more efficient 
application of advances.

With regard to scientific and technologi­
cal structural reform, the document calls for 
efforts to boost China’s strength in strategic 
science and technology. In this regard, it 
mentions that we will better define the roles 
and layout of our national research institu­
tions, advanced-level research universities, 
and leading high-tech enterprises and 
improve the management of science and 
technology plans to ensure that they are for- 
ward-looking and play a guiding role in 
basic research, interdisciplinary frontier 
areas, and key fields. Moreover, the princi­
pal role of enterprises in innovation will be 
reinforced, and mechanisms for fostering 
leading high-tech enterprises will be estab­
lished; public institutions engaged in scien­
tific research will be allowed to implement a 
more flexible management system as com­
pared to general public institutions, so that 
they can explore approaches to instituting 
corporate management; and reforms to 
grant researchers corresponding rights over 
their outputs will be deepened.

To advance institutional reforms for tal­
ent development, the document sets out 
requirements such as stepping up efforts to 
build a contingent of personnel with expert­
ise of national strategic importance and 
working to improve the performance of tal­
ent of all types; improving the mechanisms 
for identifying, selecting, and training 
young innovators and ensuring better pay 
and benefits for our young scientists and 
engineers; enhancing the incentive mecha­
nisms for talent, granting more say to 
employers, and creating a more accommo­
dating environment for talent development; 
and improving the support mechanisms for 
recruiting talent from overseas.

(3) Advancing reform in a comprehensive 
manner

Under the framework for implementing 
the Five-Sphere Integrated Plan and the 
Four-Pronged Comprehensive Strategy 
[The Five-Sphere Integrated Plan is to pro­
mote coordinated economic, political, cul­
tural, social, and ecological advancement. 
The Four-Pronged Comprehensive Strategy 
is to make comprehensive moves to build a 
modern socialist country, deepen reform, 
advance law-based governance, and 
strengthen Party self-governance.] in a coor­
dinated way, the draft resolution sets forth 
plans for further deepening reform across 
the board and makes overall arrangements 
for both economic structural reform and 
reforms in other areas.

To deepen reform concerning democracy 
and the rule of law, the document sets out 
plans for refining the system for whole-pro- 
cess people’s democracy and for improving 
the system of socialist rule of law with Chi­
nese characteristics. With regard to the 
former, it details arrangements such as 
strengthening the institutions through 
which the people run the country, improving 
the mechanisms for consultative democracy, 
enhancing democracy at the primary level, 
and building a broad united front. With 
regard to the latter, it mentions arrange­
ments such as strengthening legislation in 
key, emerging, and foreign-related areas; 
refining the institutions and mechanisms for 
ensuring that supervisory organs, public 
security organs, procuratorates, courts, and 
administrative departments for justice all ful­
fill their respective functions and that powers 
of supervision, investigation, procuratorate, 
adjudication, and enforcement complement 
and constrain each other; and improving the 
mechanisms for building a law'-based society. 

With regard to reform of the cultural sec­
tor, the document, in view of advancing mod­
ernization featuring coordinated pursuit of 
material and cultural-ethical progress, speci­
fies that activities to foster ideals and convic­
tions will be carried out on a regular and 
institutionalized basis and working mecha­
nisms for raising awareness, applying princi­
ples, and developing initiatives aimed at 
promoting cultural-ethical progress will be 
innovated and improved. It also details 
arrangements such as refining mechanisms 
for supplying cultural services and products 
and establishing mechanisms for channel­
ing quality cultural resources directly to the 
community level; improving the system for 
comprehensive cyberspace governance; and 
moving ahead with restructuring China’s 
international communication framew'ork 
and establishing a more effective interna­
tional communication system.
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I. Great Significance and 
Overall Requirements

I hope you will gain a full understanding 
of the guiding principles laid down by the 
CPC Central Committee, hold discussions 
centering on the theme of this plenary ses­
sion, and come up with constructive ideas 
and suggestions for revision, so that we can 
work together to make this session a great 
success and make well-conceived revisions 
to the draft resolution.

A high-standard socialist market economy 
provides an important guarantee for Chinese 
modernization. We must better leverage the 
role of the market, foster a fairer and more 
dynamic market environment, and make 
resource allocation as efficient and produc­
tive as possible. We need to lift restrictions on 
the market while ensuring effective regula­
tion and strive to better maintain order in the 

In order to implement the strategic plans 
made at the 20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC), the 20th 
CPC Central Committee studied the issue of 
further deepening reform comprehensively 
to advance Chinese modernization at its 
third plenary session. On this basis, it adopt­
ed this resolution.

The reform tasks laid out in this resolu­
tion shall be completed by the time the Peo­
ple’s Republic of China celebrates its 80th 
anniversary in 2029.

(4) Guiding principles
On the basis of reviewing and applying 

the valuable experience we have gained 
since the launch of reform and opening up, 
particularly from our endeavor to compre­
hensively deepen reform in the new era, we 
will implement the following principles:

• Upholding the Party’s overall leadership. 
We must firmly uphold the Central Commit­
tee’s authority and its centralized, unified 
leadership and ensure that the Party fulfills 
its core role of exercising overall leadership 
and coordinating the efforts of all sides. We 
must ensure that Party leadership is exer­
cised in every aspect and throughout the 
entire process of reform so that it always 
advances in the correct political direction.

•Adhering to a people-centered approach. 
We must respect the principal position and 
pioneering spirit of the people and make our 
reform measures highly responsive to the 
call of the people, so as to ensure that reform 
is for the people and by the people and that 
its fruits are shared among the people. 

•Upholding fundamental principles and 
breaking new ground. Staying committed to 
socialism with Chinese characteristics, we 
must keep pace with the times, adapt to the 
evolution of practice, and take a problem- 
oriented approach, so that from a new start­
ing point, we can promote innovations in 
theory and practice, in our institutions and 
culture, and in all other aspects.

•Strengthening institutional building as 
our main task. We must strengthen top-level 
design and overall planning, always estab­
lishing new systems before abolishing old 
ones while attaching equal importance to 
efforts in both respects. We must consoli­
date foundational systems, refine basic sys­
tems, and innovate important systems.

• Staying committed to law-based govern­
ance on all fronts. We must deepen reform 
and advance Chinese modernization under 
the rule of law and ensure unity between 
reform and the rale of law, seeing that all 
major reforms have a solid legal basis and 
that reform achievements are elevated to 
law in a timely manner.

•Applying systems thinking. We must 
properly handle the major relationships 
between the economy and society, between 
the government and the market, between 
efficiency and fairness, between vitality and 
order, and between development and secu­
rity, thus pursuing reform in a more system­
atic, holistic, and coordinated manner.

armed forces, deepening reform of joint 
operations systems, and deepening mili­
tary-civilian reforms.

(5) Strengthening the Party’s leadership 
over reform

Leadership by the Party provides a fun­
damental guarantee for further deepening 
reform comprehensively to advance Chi­
nese modernization. The draft resolution 
mentions that we will refine the mecha­
nisms through which major decisions and 
plans of the Central Committee are imple­
mented; further reform the management 
system for officials and personnel and 
firmly follow the right approach to select­
ing and appointing officials, seeing that 
officials who are politically committed, 
highly responsible, determined to pursue 
reform, outstanding in performance, and 
honest and clean must be selected and the 
problem of officials acting arbitrarily or 
lacking the willingness, courage, or ability 
to deliver must be addressed; make sure 
that officials have a correct understanding 
of what it means to perform well, and the 
“three distinctions” [The three distinc­
tions refer to those between errors caused 
by lack of experience in pilot reforms and 
deliberate violations of discipline and law; 
between errors made in conducting exper­
iments that are not explicitly restricted by 
higher-level authorities and arbitrary vio­

To refine the system for ensuring and 
improving the people’s wellbeing, the doc­
ument includes arrangements such as 
improving the income distribution system 
and keeping income distribution well-reg­
ulated; improving the policy environment 
to boost employment by encouraging busi­
ness startups, and supporting and regulat­
ing the development of new forms of 
employment; building a sound social secu­
rity system to serve people in flexible 
employment, rural migrant workers, and 
those in new forms of employment, and 
lifting all restrictions preventing people 
from accessing social security in the places 
where they work but do not hold perma­
nent residency; and fostering a new devel­
opment model for the real estate sector and 
giving municipal governments more deci­
sion-making powers to regulate the real 
estate market. Moreover, it calls for efforts 
to further reform the medical and health­
care systems and implement a health-first 
strategy; improve the systems for support­
ing population development and providing 
related services, refine the policy system 
and incentive mechanisms for boosting the 
birth rate, and refine the policies and 
mechanisms for developing elderly care 
programs and industries; and advance 

security. These requirements include creat­
ing a coordinated and highly effective sys­
tem for protecting national security and 
better leveraging science and technology to 
safeguard national security; improving the 
response and support system for major 
public emergencies; instituting oversight 
systems to ensure the safety of artificial 
intelligence; exploring avenues for estab­
lishing a unified national population man­
agement system; and improving the 
integrated systems for maintaining law 
and order and cracking down hard on ille­
gal and criminal activities that cause grave 
public concern. Furthermore, the draft also 
proposes measures such as establishing 
sound coordination mechanisms for pro­
moting security in neighboring regions; 
strengthening mechanisms for countering 
foreign sanctions, interference, and long- 
arm jurisdiction; and improving mecha­
nisms for preventing and controlling trade 
risks, improving the system of foreign-re­
lated laws and regulations and the systems 
for enforcing the rale of law, and deepening 
law enforcement and judicial cooperation 
with other countries.

To continue deepening reform of national 
defense and the armed forces, the docu­
ment puts forward requirements such as 
improving the institutions and mechanisms 
for leading and managing the people’s 

market and remedy market failures. By doing 
so, we will ensure smooth flows in the nation­
al economy and unleash the internal driving 
forces and creativity of the whole of society.

(5) Upholding and fulfilling the commit­
ments to the public and non-public sectors 

We will stay committed to unswervingly 
consolidating and developing the public sec­
tor and unswervingly encouraging, support­
ing, and guiding the development of the non­
public sector. We will ensure that economic 
entities under all forms of ownership have 
equal access to factors of production in 
accordance with the law, compete in the mar­
ket on an equal footing, and are protected by 
the law as equals, thus enabling them to com­
plement each other and develop side by side. 

We will deepen reform of state capital and 
state-owned enterprises (SOEs), improving 
the institutions and mechanisms for manage­
ment and oversight, strengthening strategic 
coordination between relevant administra­
tive departments, and working to refine the 
layout of the state-owned sector and adjust its 
structure. All this wall help state capital and 
SOEs get stronger, do better, and grow bigger, 
with their core functions and core competi­
tiveness enhanced. We will clearly define the 
functions of different types of SOEs, improve 
the management of their primary responsibil­
ities and core business, and identify the key 
areas and orientations for state capital invest­
ment. State capital will be steered toward 
major industries and key fields that are vital 
to national security and serve as the lifeblood 
of the national economy, toward sectors such 
as public services, emergency response, and 
public welfare, which concern our country’s 
prosperity and our people’s wellbeing, and 
toward forward-looking and strategic emerg­
ing industries. The institutional framework 
under which SOEs pursue original innovation 
will be improved, and the reform of state capi­
tal investment and operation companies will 
be continued. We will establish a system to 
assess SOEs’ performance in fulfilling their 
strategic missions, refine the category-based 
SOE evaluation system, and introduce value- 
added accounting in the state-owned sector. 
While promoting independent operation of 
natural monopoly businesses in sectors such 
as energy, railway, telecommunications, water 
conservancy, and public utilities, we will 
advance market-oriented reforms in the com­
petitive areas of these sectors and improve 
regulatory institutions and mechanisms.

We will continue to implement principles 
and policies that help foster a favorable envi­
ronment and create more opportunities for 
the development of the non-public sector. 
We will formulate a private sector promotion 
law. We will do more to remove barriers to 
market access, work to see that the competi­
tive areas of infrastructure are open to mar­
ket entities in a fair manner, and improve the 
long-term mechanism by which private 
enterprises participate in major national 
projects. We will support capable private 
enterprises in leading national initiatives to 
make breakthroughs in major technologies 
and provide private enterprises with greater 
access to major national scientific research

reform to gradually raise the statutory 
retirement age in a prudent and orderly 
manner in line with the principle of pro­
moting voluntary participation while 
allowing appropriate flexibility.

To further reform the system of ecologi­
cal conservation, the document lays out 
plans for improving the basic systems for 
ecological conservation, improving envi­
ronmental governance systems, and 
improving mechanisms for green and low- 
carbon development. It also specifies the 
requirements of implementing region-spe­
cific environmental management systems 
featuring differentiated and targeted regu­
lation, improving the trans-regional com­
pensation mechanism for ecological 
conservation, implementing fiscal, tax, 
financial, investment, and pricing policies 
as well as standards to support green and 
low-carbon development, and accelerating 
the planning and development of a new 
energy system.

(4) Balancing development and security 
imperatives

National security provides a pivotal 
foundation for ensuring steady and sus­
tained progress in Chinese modernization. 
Giving higher priority to national security, 
the draft resolution puts forth a set of 
requirements with a focus on modernizing 
China’s system and capacity for national 

socialist market economy in all respects, fur­
ther improved the system of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, generally modern­
ized our system and capacity for governance, 
and basically realized socialist moderniza­
tion. All of this will lay a solid foundation for 
building China into a great modern socialist 
country in all respects by the middle of this 
century. In particular, we will focus on achiev­
ing the following objectives:

—Buildinga high-standard socialist market 
economy. We will see that the market plays the 
decisive role in resource allocation and that 
the government better fulfills its role. We will 
uphold and improve China’s basic socialist 
economic systems, achieve greater self-reli­
ance and strength in science and technology, 
and promote high-standard opening up. We 
will build a modernized economy, move foster 
to create a new pattern of development, and 
promote high-quality development.

—Advancing whole-process people’s 
democracy. We will uphold the unity between 
leadership by the Party, the running of the 
country by the people, and law-based govern­
ance. We will improve the institutions 
through which the people ran the country, 
promote extensive, multilevel, and institu­
tionalized development of consultative 
democracy, and refine the system of socialist 
rule of law with Chinese characteristics. We 
will move to a higher stage in building a 
socialist country under the rale of law.

—Developing a strong socialist culture in 
China. We will uphold the foundational sys­
tem for ensuring the guiding role of Marx­
ism in the ideological domain and improve 
the institutions and mechanisms for devel­
oping cultural programs and industries. We 
will promote cultural prosperity, enrich the 
intellectual and cultural lives of our people, 
and enhance China’s cultural soft power 
and the appeal of Chinese culture.

—Improving the people’s quality of life. We 
will refine the income distribution, employ­
ment, and social security systems, make basic 
public services more balanced and accessible, 
and facilitate more notable, substantive 
progress in promoting people’s well-rounded 
development and common prosperity for all. 

—Building a Beautiful China. We will 
ramp up the green transition in all areas of 
economic and social development and 
improve the environmental governance sys­
tem. We will prioritize ecological protection, 
conserve resources and use them efficiently, 
and pursue green and low-carbon develop­
ment, with a view to promoting harmony 
between humanity and nature.

—Advancing the Peaceful China Initiative 
to a higher level. We will strengthen the 
national security system, enhance integra­
tion between national strategies, and 
improve our capacity to safeguard national 
security. We will create new institutions, 
mechanisms, and methods for social govern­
ance and build a new security architecture. 

—Improving the Party’s capacity for lead­
ership and long-term governance. We will 
develop new and improved ways of exercis­
ing leadership and governance, deepen 
institutional reforms related to Party build­
ing, and improve the system for exercising 
full and rigorous Party self-governance.

(1) Importance and necessity
Reform and opening up have been crucial 

to the cause of the Party and the people, ena­
bling us to catch up with the times in great 
strides. The third plenary session of the 11th 
CPC Central Committee was a landmark 
event that ushered in a new period: one of 
reform, opening up, and socialist moderni­
zation. The third plenary session of the 18th 
CPC Central Committee was also of epoch- 
making significance. It marked the start of a 
new journey of comprehensively deepening 
reform in the new era with systematic and 
holistic plans, thus paving the way for a 
brand new stage in China’s reform and 
opening up endeavors.

The Party Central Committee with Com­
rade Xi Jinping at its core has, with great his­
torical initiative, tremendous political 
courage, and a strong sense of mission, united 
and led the entire Party, the military, and Chi­
nese people of all ethnic groups in unshack­
ling their thinking and breaking down the 
barriers erected by vested interests. We have 
dared to brave uncharted waters, grapple 
with tough problems, and navigate potential 
dangers and have worked resolutely to 
remove institutional obstacles in all areas. As 
a result, reform has evolved from a variety of 
trials and breakthroughs limited to certain 
areas into an integrated drive being advanced 
across the board. Foundational institutional 
frameworks have been basically put in place 
in all sectors, and historic, systemic, and 
holistic transformations have been achieved 
in many fields. Overall, we have accom­
plished the reform tasks set at die third plena­
ry session of the 18 th Central Committee and 
attained our objective of achieving marked 
results in making all institutions more 
mature and better-defined by the time of the 
Party’s centennial in 2021. All this has provid­
ed strong institutional support for complet­
ing the First Centenary Goal of building a 
moderately prosperous society in all respects 
and set China on a new journey toward build­
ing a modern socialist countiy in all respects. 

The present and the near future constitute 
a critical period for our endeavor to build a 
great country and move toward national reju­
venation on all fronts through Chinese mod­
ernization. As Chinese modernization has 
been advanced continuously through reform 
and opening up, it wall surely embrace broad­
er horizons through further reform and open­
ing up. To deal with complex developments 
both at home and abroad, adapt to the new 
round of scientific and technological revolu­
tion and industrial transformation, and live 
up to the new expectations of our people, it is 
vital that we continue to advance reform. 
Advancing reform is essential for upholding 

and improving the system of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics and modernizing 
China’s system and capacity for governance, 
for putting the new development philosophy 
into practice and better adapting to the evolu­
tion in the principal contradiction in Chinese 
society, and for adhering to a people-centered 
approach to see that the gains of moderniza­
tion benefit all our people fairly. It is also cru­
cial for responding to major risks and 
challenges and ensuring steady and sus­
tained progress in the cause of the Party and 
the country, for promoting the development 
of a human community with a shared future 
and winning the strategic initiative amid 
accelerating global changes of a like not seen 
in a century, and for further advancing the 
great new project of Party building in the new 
era and making our Marxist party stronger. 
Reform and opening up are an ongoing 
endeavor rather than a task to be completed. 
All of us in the Party must consciously give 
more prominence to reform and further 
deepen reform comprehensively with a view 
to advancing Chinese modernization.

(2) Guiding philosophy
We must stay committed to Marxism-Len­

inism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping 
Theory, the Theory of Three Represents, and 
the Scientific Outlook on Development and 
fully implement Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a 
New Era. We must thoroughly study and 
implement General Secretary Xi Jinping’s 
new ideas, viewpoints, and conclusions on 
comprehensively deepening reform and folly 
and faithfolly apply the new development phi­
losophy on all fronts. We must adhere to the 
general principle of pursuing progress while 
ensuring stability and continue to free our 
minds, seek truth from facts, move with the 
times, and take a realistic and pragmatic 
approach, as we work to further unleash and 
develop the productive forces and tap into 
and boost the vitality of our society. Keeping in 
mind both domestic and international imper­
atives, we will ensure coordinated implemen­
tation of the Five-Sphere Integrated Plan and 
the Four-Pronged Comprehensive Strategy. 
[The Five-Sphere Integrated Plan is to pro­
mote coordinated economic, political, cultur­
al, social, and ecological advancement. The 
Four-Pronged Comprehensive Strategy is to 
make comprehensive moves to build a mod­
ern socialist country, deepen reform, advance 
law-based governance, and strengthen Party 
self-governance.] Regarding economic struc­
tural reform as the spearhead and greater 
social fairness and justice and increased well­
being of the people as our ultimate objectives, 
we will channel greater energy into making 
our reforms integrated, focused, and effective. 
We will work to better adapt the relations of 
production to the productive forces, the 
superstructure to the economic base, and 
national governance to social development so 
as to provide strong impetus and institutional 
support for Chinese modernization.

(3) Overall objectives
We wall continue to improve and develop 

the system of socialism with Chinese charac­
teristics and modernize China’s system and 
capacity for governance. By 2035, we will 
have finished building a high-standard 

II. Building a High-Standard 
Socialist Market Economy

lations of discipline and law in the face of 
higher-level authorities’ explicit prohibi­
tion; and between unwitting errors made 
in pursuing development and violations of 
discipline and law for personal gains.] are 
applied to encourage officials to forge 
ahead in a pioneering spirit and demon­
strate enterprise in their work; strengthen 
the political and organizational functions 
of Party organizations; and refine the sys­
tems and mechanisms for preventing and 
tackling pointless formalities and 
bureaucratism, improve the mechanisms 
for investigating and addressing instances 
of both misconduct and corruption, and 
adopt more measures to effectively pre­
vent and control new and disguised forms 
of corruption.
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IV. Supporting All-Around 
Innovation

compensation system. We will work to bol­
ster law enforcement and justice administra­
tion to protect property rights, prevent and 
rectify administrative and criminal interfer­
ence in economic disputes, and refine the 
mechanisms for identifying and redressing 
wrongly adjudicated cases involving enter­
prises in accordance with the law.

We will refine die market access system to 
ensure greater accessibility for new forms of 
business and new sectors. We will deepen 
reform of the business registration system 
based on subscribed registered capital and 
ensure that subscriptions are paid on time as 
stipulated by law. We will refine the enter­
prise bankruptcy mechanism, explore the 
establishment of a bankruptcy system for 
individual persons, move ahead with inte­
grated reforms concerning the deregistration 
of enterprises, and improve the market exit 
system. We will also improve the social credit 
system and related oversight institutions.

Education, science and technology, and tal­
ent function as basic and strategic underpin­
nings for Chinese modernization. We must 
fully implement the strategy of invigorating 
China through science and education, the 
strategy of developing a quality workforce, 
and the innovation-driven development 
strategy, make coordinated efforts to pro­
mote integrated reform of institutions and 
mechanisms pertaining to education, science 
and technology, and talent, and improve the 
new system for mobilizing resources nation­
wide, so as to boost the overall performance 
of our country’s innovation system.

(13) Deepening comprehensive reform in 
education

We will work faster to build a high-quality 
education system and advance coordinated 
reforms in student training methods, school 
operation models, management systems, 
and support mechanisms. We will improve 
the mechanisms for fostering virtue through 
education, introduce integrated reforms and 
new approaches in the political education 
curriculum at all levels, from elementary 
school to university, and refine the systems 
for nurturing capable young people with 
sound moral grounding, intellectual ability, 
physical vigor, aesthetic sensibility, and work 
skills. We will increase the ability of teachers 
to impart knowledge and bring out the best 
in students and improve the long-term 
mechanisms for enhancing their profession­
al integrity and conduct In addition, we will 
further educational assessment reforms. We 
will improve the layout of higher education 
and work faster to develop world-class uni­
versities and strong disciplines with Chinese 
features. We will advance reforms of higher 
education institutions on a categorized basis 
and develop discipline adjustment mecha­
nisms and talent training models to meet the 
needs of China’s scientific and technological 
development and national strategies. This 
will see us making extraordinary moves to 
plan for disciplines and majors that are in 
uigent demand. We will also redouble efforts 
to develop basic disciplines, emerging disci­
plines, and interdisciplinary subjects and 
work harder to cultivate top talent, with a 
strong emphasis on fostering innovative 
capacity. We will refine the mechanisms for 
facilitating scientific and technological inno­

Sound macro regulation, along with effec­
tive governance by the government, is essen­
tial for ensuring that we can fully leverage 
the institutional strengths of our socialist 
market economy. It is, therefore, vital that 
we improve our macro regulation systems. 
We must pursue coordinated reforms in the 
fiscal, tax, financial, and other major sectors 
and work to enhance the consistency of 
macro policy orientation.

(769 Improving the national strategic 
planning system and policy coordination 
mechanisms

We will develop mechanisms for formu­
lating and executing national strategies and 
make a stronger push to fully integrate all 
major strategies, so that they can provide 
better macro guidance and overall coordi­
nation. The systems for national economic 
and social development planning will be 
improved. This will see us enhancing the 
mechanisms for the alignment and imple­
mentation of plans, better harnessing the 
strategic guiding role of national develop­
ment plans, bolstering the basic role of terri­
torial space plans, and reinforcing the

vation in universities and ensure more effi­
cient application of advances. Scientific and 
technological education and humanities 
education will be better coordinated. We will 
work foster to build a vocational education 
system that is well-integrated with both gen­
eral education and industry and improve the 
mechanisms for student internships and 
work experience. We will better guide and 
regulate the development of private schools. 
We will promote high-standard opening up 
in the education sector, and encourage first- 
rate foreign universities of science and engi­
neering to develop partner schools and 
programs in China.

With a view to optimizing the allocation 
of educational resources across regions, we 
will establish mechanisms for aligning the 
supply of basic public education services 
with demographic changes. We will 
improve the mechanisms for promoting 
high-quality, balanced development of com­
pulsory education and explore avenues for 
gradually expanding the coverage of free 
education. The support mechanisms for 
preschool education, special needs educa­
tion, and specialized education will be 
improved. We will also pursue the digitaliza­
tion of education to facilitate the building of 
a learning society and provide greater sup­
port for lifelong education.

(14) Deepening scientific and technologi­
cal structural reform

Targeting the global frontiers of science 
and technology, the development of the 
economy, the major needs of the country, 
and the health and safety of our people, we 
will refine the mechanisms under which 
major scientific and technological innova­
tion projects are organized in order to 
mount a concerted push for breakthroughs 
in core technologies in key fields. We will see 
that the development of innovative capabili­
ties, allocation of innovation factors, and 
ranks of innovators become more systemat­
ic, well-organized, and coordinated. To 
boost China’s strength in strategic science 
and technology, we will refine the system of 
national laboratories and better define the 
roles and layout of our national research 
institutions, advanced-level research uni­
versities, and leading high-tech enterprises. 
We will promote closer collaboration 
between the central and local levels, work 
for coordinated development of technologi­
cal innovation platforms of various kinds, 
and encourage and regulate the develop­
ment of new types of R&D institutions. Giv­
ing play to the guiding role of China’s 
enormous market, we will see that innova­
tion resources are more effectively allocated 
and that our innovative capabilities are bet­
ter organized, with a view to promoting 
integrated advancements in technological 
and industrial innovation. We will establish 
risk monitoring, early warning, and 
response systems to safeguard science and 
technology security, and ensure self-suffi­
ciency in scientific and technological infra­
structure. The management system for 
science and technology-related social 
groups will be refined. We will expand inter­
national science and technology exchanges 
and cooperation, encourage the establish­
ment of international science and technolo­
gy organizations in China, and improve the 
management mechanisms whereby China’s 
universities, research institutes, and science 
and technology-related social groups 
engage in specialized exchanges and coop­
eration with their foreign counterparts.

We mH improve the management of sci­
ence and technology plans to ensure that 
they are forward-looking and play a guiding 
role in basic research, interdisciplinary fron­
tier areas, and key fields. We will see that 
basic research is conducted in a better orga­
nized way, raise die share of total science and 
technology expenditure that goes toward 
basic research, and improve the basic 
research investment mechanisms to ensure 
support on both a competitive and ongoing 
basis. Regions, enterprises, social organiza­
tions, and individuals with the resources to 
support basic research will be encouraged to 
do so. We will also support researchers in 
diversifying their subjects for study and 
encourage high-risk, high-reward basic 
research. We will advance reform of the sci­
ence and technology evaluation system, 
ensure that ethical standards are adhered to, 
and rectify academic misconduct

Reinforcing the principal role of enter­
prises in innovation, we will establish mech­
anisms for fostering leading high-tech 
enterprises and strengthen enterprise-led 
collaboration between industries, universi­
ties, and research institutes. We will set up a 
reserve fund system for corporate R&D and 
back enterprises that volunteer to lead or 
participate in major national science and 
technology programs. Mechanisms will be 
rolled out to promote the development of 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) that 
use specialized and sophisticated technolo­
gies to produce novel and unique products. 
To encourage sci-tech SMEs to boost their 
R&D spending, we will raise the rate of addi­
tional tax deductions for their R&D expens­
es. We will encourage and guide higher 
education institutions and research insti­
tutes in authorizing the use of their proprie­
tary scientific and technological advances 
by micro, small, and medium enterprises on 
a “use first, pay later” basis.

We will refine die mechanisms for alloca­
tion, management, and utilization of central 
government research funds and improve 
the institutions for the implementation of 
central government-funded science and 
technology programs and their manage­

High-quality development is our primary 
task in building China into a modern socialist 
country in all respects. It is essential that we 
apply the new development philosophy to 
steer reform and ground our efforts in the 
new stage of development. We must deepen 
supply-side structural reform, improve incen­
tive and constraint mechanisms for promot­
ing high-quality development, and strive to 
create new growth drivers and strengths.

(8) Improving the institutions and mech­
anisms for fostering new quality productive 
forces in line with local, conditions

We will work to facilitate revolutionary 
breakthroughs in technology, innovative allo­
cation of production factors, in-depth indus­
trial transformation and upgrading, and the 
optimal combination of laborers, means of 
labor, and subjects of labor as well as their 
renewal and upgrading. All this will give rise 
to new industries, new business models, and 
new growth drivers and promote the develop­
ment of productive forces that are character­
ized by high technology, high performance, 
and high quality. A stronger push will be made 
to pursue innovation in key generic technolo­
gies, cutting-edge technologies, modem engi­
neering technologies, and disruptive 
technologies, and institutional supply rail be 
boosted in new areas and arenas. We wall 
establish a mechanism for ensuring funding 
increases for industries of the future, improve 
the policy and governance systems for pro­
moting the development of strategic indus­
tries such as next-generation information 
technology, artificial intelligence, aviation and 
aerospace, new energy, new materials, high- 
end equipment, biomedicine, and quantum 
technology, and steer emerging industries 
toward sound and orderly development. 
National standards rail be elevated to guide 
the upgrading of traditional industries, and 
enterprises will also be encouraged to apply 
digital, intelligent, and green technologies to 
transform and upgrade these sectors. We rail 
impose tighter institutional constraints for 
environmental protection and safety.

Relevant rales and policies will be 
improved to accelerate the formation of rela­
tions of production that are more compati­
ble with new qualify productive forces, and 
to channel various types of advanced pro­
duction factors toward the development of 
new qualify productive forces. These steps 
will help realize a significant increase in total 
factor productivity We will encourage and 
regulate the development of angel invest­
ment, venture capital, and private equity 
investment, better leverage the role of gov­
ernment investment funds, and work to pro­
mote the development of patient capital.

(9) Improving the systems for promoting 
full integration between the real economy 
and the digital economy

We will move foster to advance new indus­
trialization, promote the growth and expan­
sion of advanced manufacturing clusters, 
and make the manufacturing sector higher- 
end, smarter, and more eco-friendly. We will 
set up a number of industrial generic tech­
nology platforms, accelerate the transforma­
tion of industrial models and organizational 
forms of enterprises, and refine the institu­
tions and mechanisms for enhancing our 
leading position in industries where we 
excel. We will establish better operation and 
oversight mechanisms for major industrial 
investment funds to ensure that capital is 
channeled toward our country’s strategic 
needs. We will put in place a funding mecha­
nism to see that the share of manufacturing 
in the national economy remains at a desira­
ble level. We will also realize a reasonable 
reduction in overall costs and tax and fee 
burdens in the manufacturing sector.

We will move faster to establish institu­
tions and mechanisms for promoting the 
development of the digital economy and 
refine the policy system for developing the 
digital industry and transforming tradition­
al industries with digital technologies. We 
will promote faster application of next-gen­
eration information technology at all stages 
and in all dimensions, develop the Industrial 
Internet, and build digital industry clusters 
with international competitiveness. We will 
push forward the innovative development of 
the platform economy while improving the 
system for its routine regulation. We will 
build and put into operation national data 
infrastructure to promote data sharing. We 
will work faster to set up a system for data 
property rights concerning ownership deter­
mination, market transaction, proceeds dis­
tribution, and interests protection. We rail 

boost our governance and regulatory capa­
bilities in relation to data security and put in 
place a mechanism to ensure efficient, conve­
nient, and safe cross-border data flows.

(10) Refining the institutions and mecha­
nisms for developing the service sector

We will refine the policy system for sup­
porting the development of the service sec­
tor, improve financial accounting, and 
promote standardization in tliis sector. With 
a focus on key links, we will propel high-qual­
ity development of producer services on a 
sector-by-sector basis, invigorate industrial 
internet platforms, remove administrative 
barriers that impede trans-regional business 
operations, and promote the integrated 
development of producer services. The 
mechanisms for accelerating the diversified 
development of consumer services will be 
unproved. We will refine the system of rales 
and regulations for intermediary service 
agencies to ensure that they operate in an 
honest and trustworthy way and fulfill their 
responsibilities in accordance with the law.

(11) Improving the institutions and mech­
anisms for modernizing infrastructure

We will build a planning and standards sys­
tem for new types of infrastructure and 
improve the mechanisms for integrated utili­
zation of such infrastructure. We will advance 
the digitalization of traditional infrastruc­
ture, diversify investment and financing 
channels, and refine the coordination mecha­
nisms for major infrastructure construction 
projects. We will further reform the integrat­
ed transportation system, advancing reform 
of the railway system, developing general avi­
ation and the low-altitude economy, and opti­
mizing the policy on toll highways. We will 
raise the underwriting capacity of shipping 
insurers, help them provide better global ser­
vices, and introduce new systems and rules 
on the arbitration of marine affoirs. We will 
improve the mechanisms for the construc­
tion, operation, and management of major 
water conservancy projects.

(12) Improving the systems for enhancing 
the resilience and security of industrial and 
supply chains

We will move faster to build industrial 
and supply chains that are self-supporting 
and risk-controllable, improve the institu­
tions and mechanisms for bolstering key 
industrial chains such as integrated circuits, 
industrial machine tools, medical equip­
ment, instruments, basic software, industri­
al software, and advanced materials, and 
strive to secure more technological break­
throughs that can be applied across entire 
industrial and supply chains. A mechanism 
will be put in place to assess and respond to 
industrial and supply chain risks. We will 
improve the coordination mechanism for 
industries to be relocated domestically in a 
progressive and orderly manner and pro­
mote interest sharing between regions of 
origin and destination. We rail develop Chi­
na’s strategic hinterland and ensure backup 
plans for key industries. Accelerated moves 
will be made to improve the system for 
national reserves. We will refine the overall 
planning and linkage systems for the explo­
ration, production, supply, storage, and sale 
of strategic mineral resources.

ment by specialized agencies. We will 
expand application of the contract system 
for government-funded research projects 
and grant scientists a greater say in deciding 
on technology roadmaps, spending funds, 
and allocating resources. We will establish a 
mechanism for adopting non-consensus 
projects based on real-name recommenda­
tions by experts. Public institutions engaged 
in scientific research will be allowed to 
implement a more flexible management 
system as compared to general public insti­
tutions, so that they can explore approaches 
to instituting corporate management.

We will further reform the mechanisms 
for applying scientific and technological 
advances. We will enhance the national tech­
nology transfer system, move fester to plan 
and build a number of proof-of-concept and 
pilot-scale testing platforms, refine the poli­
cies for tlie initial application of newly-devel­
oped equipment, materials, and software, 
and increase government procurement of 
independently innovated products. The pool 
of technology managers will be expanded.

Scientists and engineers will have a great­
er say in the distribution of gains from the 
transfer of their scientific and technological 
advances. We will establish a system to place 
scientific and technological outputs pro­
duced on the job under separate manage­
ment and deepen reforms to grant 
researchers corresponding rights over these 
outputs. We rail push ahead with the 
income distribution reform for universities 
and research institutes. A greater number of 
eligible SOEs will be permitted to provide 
diverse medium- and long-term incentives 
to encourage innovation and creativity 
among their research personnel.

We rail develop a financial system for sci­
entific and technological innovation to pro­
vide greater support for major national 
science and technology programs and sci- 
tech SMEs. We will refine policies for sup­
porting the investment of long-term capital 
in projects at the early stages, in small enter­
prises, over long time horizons, and in 
advanced and core technologies. We will 
improve the mechanisms for spreading the 
risks associated with the development of 
major technologies and introduce a policy 
system for technology insurance. We will 
facilitate foreign equity investment and ven­
ture capital investment in China.

(15) Deepening institutional reforms for 
talent development

Our policies on talent will become more 
proactive, open, and effective. To improve the 
mechanisms for nurturing talent here at 
home, we will work faster to develop national 
hubs for high-caliber personnel and plat­
forms for attracting and pooling talent. We 
will step up efforts to build a contingent of 
personnel with expertise of strategic impor­
tance, with a focus on cultivating science 
strategists, top-notch scientists and innova­
tion teams, outstanding engineers, master 
craftsmen, and highly-skilled workers, while 
also working to improve the performance of 
all types of talent. We will develop a first-rate 
industrial technical workforce. We will 
improve the mechanisms for enabling order­
ly flows of talent to promote a more rational 
distribution across regions and foster closer 
personnel collaboration between the east­
ern, central, and western regions. We will 
also enhance the mechanisms for identify­
ing, selecting, and training young innovators 
and ensure better pay and benefits for our 
young scientists and engineers. Relevant sys­
tems will be refined to ensure that research­
ers can concentrate on research.

We will enhance the incentive mecha­
nisms for talent, granting more say to 
employers and creating a more accommo­
dating environment for talent development. 
We will put in place a personnel assessment 
system based on innovation-related capabil­
ity, performance, outcomes, and contribu­
tions. We will open up channels to enable 
flows of personnel between universities and 
research institutes on the one hand and 
enterprises on the other. We will improve 
the support mechanisms for recruiting tal­
ent from overseas and create internationally 
competitive personnel systems. We will also 
explore avenues for establishing an immi­
gration system for highly-skilled personnel.

infrastructure. We will refine financing sup­
port policies and systems for private enter­
prises to resolve the difficulties they face in 
accessing affordable financing. We rail 
improve the legal framework for die long­
term regulation of charges levied on enter­
prises and for clearing overdue payments 
owed to them. We rail move foster to set up a 
system for comprehensively evaluating pri­
vate enterprises’ credit status and refine the 
credit enhancement system for small and 
medium private enterprises. We will support 
and guide private enterprises in improving 
their governance structures and manage­
ment systems, building up compliance 
capacity, and better preventing corruption- 
related risks. We will strengthen ongoing 
and ex post oversight and regulate adminis­
trative inspections on private enterprises.

We will refine the modern corporate sys­
tem with distinctive Chinese features and 
promote entrepreneurial spirit. We will sup­
port and guide enterprises of all types as 
they work to use resources and production 
factors more efficiently, improve their oper­
ation and management, and fulfill their 
social responsibilities. Efforts will be accel­
erated to foster a greater number of world­
class enterprises.

(6) Building a unified national market
We will work to see that the underlying 

institutions and rules of the market are uni­
fied, that market regulation is exercised in an 
impartial and unified manner, and that con­
nectivity between market facilities is built to 
high standards. We will enhance the binding 
force of fair competition review, take stronger 
action against monopolies and unfair compe­
tition, and review and abolish regulations and 
practices that impede the development of a 
unified national market and fair competition. 
We will bring local regulations and institu­
tions for attracting investment under regula­
tion and strictly prohibit policy incentives in 
breach of laws and regulations. We will estab­
lish sound, unified, and well-regulated public 
resource trading platforms that facilitate 
information sharing. Such platforms will cov­
er public bidding as well as procurement by 
the government, public institutions, and 
SOEs and ensure full transparency through­
out the project management process. Overall 
market regulation capabilities will be 
enhanced. We will refine the national system 
of standards and deepen reform of local sys­
tems for standards management.

The institutions and rales for production 
factor markets will be improved to facilitate 
the smooth flow of production factors, the 
efficient allocation of all types of resources, 
and the full realization of market potential. 
We will develop a unified market for urban 
and rural land designated for construction. 
We will refine the underlying systems for 
promoting well-regulated development of 
the capital market and foster an integrated 
national market for technology and data. By 
refining the mechanisms whereby produc­
tion factors are priced primarily based on 
market supply and demand, we will prevent 
improper government interference in pric­
ing. We will also develop better mechanisms 
to ensure the contributions of production 
factors, such as labor, capital, land, knowl­
edge, technology, management, and data, 
are determined by the market and rewarded 
accordingly. Pricing reforms will be contin­
ued in sectors such as water, energy, and 
transportation, and the tiered pricing mech­
anisms for household water, electricity, and 
natural gas consumption rail be improved, 
as will tlie pricing mechanism for refined 
petroleum products.

We will improve the commodify distribu­
tion system, speed up the development of 
the Internet of Things, and further refine 
the integrated framework of distribution 
rules and standards to cut logistics costs 
throughout society. We will deepen reform 
of the energy management system, build a 
unified national electricity market, and 
improve the operation and coordination 
mechanisms for oil and gas pipelines.

We will step up efforts to develop a complete 
domestic demand system, lb tliis end, we will 
set up long-term government investment 
mechanisms to support the development of 
major projects that are of fundamental and 
far-reaching importance and serve the public 
interest; refine the institutions and mecha­
nisms that enable government investment to 
effectively drive nongovernmental invest­
ment; further reform the investment review 
and approval system; improve the mecha­
nisms for stimulating and facilitating nongov­
ernmental investment; and create a market- 
driven mechanism for ensuring self- 
sustaining growth of effective investment. We 
will refine long-term mechanisms for expand­
ing consumption, reduce relevant restrictions, 
boost public spending as necessary, and 
actively promote the debut economy.

(7) Refining the systems underpinning the 
market economy

We will improve the property rights sys­
tem to ensure law-based, equitable protec­
tion of the property rights of economic 
entities under all forms of ownership on a 
long-term basis and establish an efficient sys­
tem for the comprehensive management of 
intellectual property rights. We will refine 
the market information disclosure system 
and put in place a commercial secrets protec­
tion system. All economic entities, regardless 
of their form of ownership, will be treated as 
equals when their property rights and legal 
interests are infringed upon or they infringe 
upon tlie property rights and legal interests 
of others. We will also refine the punitive 

V. Improving Macroeconomic 
Governance

III. Promoting High-Quality 
Economic Development



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 6:45:46 PM
6 | Monday, July 22,2024 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

DOCUMENT
From page 5

See page 7

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 6:45:46 PM

VI. Promoting Integrated 
Urban-Rural Development

Developing whole-process people’s 
democracy is integral to Chinese moderni­
zation. We must firmly stay on the path of 
socialist political advancement with Chi­
nese characteristics and uphold and 
improve our country’s foundational, basic, 
and important political systems. We will 
develop diverse forms of democracy at all 
levels and ensure that the principle of the 
people running the country is manifested in 
concrete and visible ways in all aspects of 
China’s political and social activities.

(29) Strengthening the institutions 
through which the people run the country

We must uphold, improve, and implement

pensate major grain-producing areas so as 
to make substantive headway in incentiviz­
ing the latter. We will make coordinated 
progress in reforming the institutions and 
mechanisms related to the purchase and 
sale of grain and the management of grain 
reserves and develop new regulatory mod­
els in this regard. The long-term mecha­
nisms for conserving grain and other types 
of food will be improved.

(23) Deepening reform of the land system 
We will reform and refine the system for 

offsetting cultivated land that has been put 
to other uses, manage all types of arable 
land occupation in a unified manner, and 
improve die acceptance inspection mecha­
nism to make sure that newly-added arable 
land is of an equivalent quantity and quality. 
We will improve the mechanisms for devel­
oping, verifying, managing, and protecting 
high-standard cropland. We will refine the 
management system for ensuring that ara­
ble land is used for planting basic crops. We 
will allow rural households to put houses 
under their legal ownership to good use by 
leasing them out, contributing them in the 
form of shares, and engaging in cooperative 
ventures. We will promote orderly reforms 
for market-based transfers of rural collec­
tive land designated for business construc­
tion and improve the mechanisms for 
distributing returns realized from the 
appreciation of land.

We will optimize land management, 
refining relevant systems so that they are 
efficiently aligned with macro policies and 
regional development needs. We will give 
priority to the reasonable land needs of lead­
ing industries and major projects, with a 
view to creating greater development space 
for regions with competitive edge. We will 
establish a coordination mechanism to link 
increases in urban construction land quotas 
for cities with the growth of their perma­
nent residents. We wall explore mechanisms 
for using contiguous land that has been 
reclaimed and upgraded by the government 
to offset arable land being used by specific 
projects and regions. We will optimize land 
use for urban industry and commerce and 
accelerate the development of the second­
ary market for construction land. We will 
promote mixed land development and use 
and allow for changes in land use purposes 
when appropriate, ensuring that idle and 
inefficiently used land can be put to better 
use. Targeted steps will be taken to address 
land use problems in various types of indus­
trial parks. Policies will be formulated for 
extending land use rights for industrial and 
commercial purposes and for renewing 
them upon expiration.

tive divisions, and deepen industrial collabo­
ration between the eastern, central, and 
western regions. The institutions and mech­
anisms for promoting the development of 
the marine economy will be enhanced.

Opening up is a defining feature of Chi­
nese modernization. We must remain com­
mitted to the basic state policy of opening to 
the outside world and continue to promote 
reform through opening up. Leveraging the 
strengths of China’s enormous market, we 
will enhance our capacity for opening up 
while expanding international cooperation 
and develop new institutions for a higher- 
standard open economy.

(24) Steadily expanding institutional 
opening up

We will promote alignment with high- 
standard international economic and trade 
rules and harmonize rules, regulations, 
management, and standards relating to 
property rights protection, industrial subsi­
dies, environmental standards, labor pro­
tection, government procurement, e- 
commerce, the financial sector, and other 
areas, in an effort to create an institutional 
environment that is transparent, stable, and 
predictable. We will seize the initiative by 
opening China’s commodity, sendees, capi­
tal, and labor markets wider to the outside 
world in an orderly manner and unilaterally 
opening our doors wider to the world’s least 
developed countries. We will further reform 
institutions and mechanisms for foreign aid 
to realize full-chain management.

We will safeguard the WTO-centered 
multilateral trading system, actively partici­
pate in the reform of global economic gov­
ernance, and provide more global public 
goods. We will expand our globally-oriented 
network of high-standard free trade areas, 
establish compliance mechanisms that are 
aligned with prevailing international rules, 
and optimize the environment for opening 
up and cooperation.

(25) Deepening the foreign trade structur­
al reform

We will better coordinate trade policies 
with fiscal, tax, financial, and industrial poli­
cies, create a set of systems and policies to 
support efforts to build China into a strong 
trading nation, step up reforms to integrate 
domestic and foreign trade, and actively 
respond to the trends of digital and green 
trade. We will develop new regulatory 
approaches for customs clearance, taxation, 
and foreign exchange and foster an institu­
tional environment that is conducive to the 
development of new models and forms of 
trade. We wall develop digital trade in an 
innovative manner and promote the devel­
opment of integrated pilot zones for cross- 
border e-commerce. We will build 
commodity trading centers and global distri­
bution centers, support various types of enti­
ties in developing logistics facilities overseas 
in a well-ordered way, and facilitate the 
development of international logistics hubs, 
as well as hubs for the distribution of com­
modities and resources, in areas w'here con­

supporting role of subject-specific plans and 
regional plans. We will also improve the sys­
tem by which experts participate in deci­
sion-making on public issues.

To promote the implementation of nation­
al development plans and major strategies, 
we will foster greater synergy between our 
fiscal, monetary, industrial, pricing, and 
employment policies, improving the alloca­
tion of newly acquired resources and adjust­
ing the mix of existing resources. We wall 
explore the introduction of national macro 
balance sheet management. Both economic 
and non-economic policies will be evaluated 
to ensure that they are consistent with the 
macro policy orientation. The expectations 
management mechanism wall be improved. 
We wall refine the statistical indicators 
accounting system to better support high- 
quality development, expanding the cover­
age of statistics to include more new forms of 
economy and new sectors. We will promote 
the development of statistical infrastructure 
for industrial entities, optimize statistical 
methods for both headquarters and bran­
ches, and gradually work toward compiling 
statistics based on the places where market 
entities conduct their business activities. 
Steps will be taken to improve the mecha­
nisms for international coordination on 
macro policies.

(17) Deepening reform of thefiscal and tax 
systems

We will further improve the budget sys­
tem and strengthen unified management of 
all fiscal resources and budgets. All revenues 
generated on the basis of the exercise of 
administrative power, government credit, 
and state-owned resources and assets will 
be placed under government budget man­
agement. We will improve the budgeting 
and performance assessment systems for 
state capital operations and strengthen fis­
cal support for major national strategic 
tasks and basic public wellbeing. We will 
enhance macro guidance on budgeting and 
fiscal policies. We will strengthen perform­
ance management for public services, with a 
focus on conducting ex ante evaluations of 
their functions. Reforms for zero-based bud­
geting will be advanced. We will unify bud­
get allocation powers, make budget 
management more unified and standard­
ized, and take steps to boost budget trans­
parency and enhance budget oversight. We 
will improve the system for comprehensive 
government financial reporting based on 
accrual accounting.

The tax structure will be improved to 
make taxation systems more conducive to 
high-quality development, social fairness, 
and the building of a unified market. We will 
also look into approaches for better adapt­
ing these systems to new forms of business. 
Fully implementing the principle of legality 
of taxation, we will regulate policies on tax 
breaks and improve the support mecha­
nisms for key sectors and links. We will 
refine the system of direct taxes, improve 
the personal income tax system which is 
based on both adjusted gross income and 
specific income types, regulate taxation poli­
cies on incomes generated from business 
operations, capital, and property, and unify 
tax rates for incomes earned through work. 
Reform of the tax collection and administra­
tion system will be deepened.

We will establish a fiscal relationship 
between the central and local governments 
that features well-defined powers and 
responsibilities and the appropriate alloca­
tion of resources, with an optimum balance 
between regions. To place more fiscal resour­
ces at the disposal of local governments, we 
will expand the sources of tax revenue at the 
local level and grant greater authority for tax 
management to local governments as appro­
priate. To improve the system of transfer pay­
ments, we will overhaul special transfer 
payments and increase the scale of general 
transfer payments. These will help ensure 
that the fiscal resources of prefecture- and 
county-level governments are commensu­
rate with their powers. We will establish 
incentive and constraint mechanisms 
through transfer payments to promote high- 
quality development We will take steps to 
move excise tax collection further down the 
production-to-consumption chain, with the 
power of collection steadily being passed to 
local governments. We will improve the val­
ue-added tax credit refund policy and free up 
the channels for making tax deductions. The 
ratio for taxes shared between the central 
and local governments will be optimized. We 
will look into rolling the urban maintenance 
and construction tax, education surcharges, 
and local education surcharges into one sin­
gle local surtax. Local governments will have 
the authority to set the rate for this tax within 
a predetermined range. We will appropriate­
ly expand the scope of use for funds raised 
from the sale of local government special­
purpose bonds, permitting a greater share of 
such funds to be used as capital in more sec­
tors and on a larger scale. The systems for 
managing government debt will be 
improved. We wall establish a system for 
monitoring and regulating all local govern­
ment debt as well as long-term mechanisms 
for preventing and defusing hidden debt 
risks. We wall move faster to reform and 
transform local government financing plat­
forms. In regulating the management of non­
tax revenue, we wall delegate, as appropriate, 
some management authority to local govern­
ments and allow them to tailor their practic­
es to local conditions.

The central government wall hold more 

ditions allow. The mechanisms for prevent­
ing and controlling trade risks will be 
improved, and our export control framework 
and trade remedy system wall be refined.

We will adopt innovative measures to 
boost trade in services and fully apply the 
negative list for cross-border trade in servi­
ces. We will promote comprehensive trials 
and demonstrations for expanding opening 
up of the service sector and encourage spe­
cialized service organizations to enhance 
their capacity for providing international 
services. We will work faster to promote off­
shore trade and develop new types of trans­
actions in offshore international trade. We 
will set up sound systems for cross-border 
financial services and diversify the supply of 
financial products and services.

(26) Further reforming the management 
systems for inward and outward invest­
ment

We will foster a first-rate business envi­
ronment that is market-oriented, law-based, 
and internationalized and protect the rights 
and interests of foreign investors in accord­
ance with tiie law. We will expand the catalog 
of encouraged industries for foreign invest­
ment, appropriately shorten the negative list 
for foreign investment, remove all market 
access restrictions in the manufacturing sec­
tor, and promote wader opening with regard 
to telecommunications, the internet, educa­
tion, culture, medical services, and other sec­
tors in a well-conceived way. We will further 
reform the institutions and mechanisms for 
promoting foreign investment, ensure 
national treatment for foreign-funded enter­
prises in terms of access to factors of produc­
tion, license application, standards setting, 
and government procurement, and support 
them in collaborating with upstream and 
downstream enterprises in industrial 
chains. We will improve relevant measures 
to make it more convenient for people from 
outside the mainland to live, receive medical 
services, and make payments on the main­
land. We wall refine the institutions and 
mechanisms for promoting and protecting 
Chinese investment abroad, improve the 
management and service systems for out­
ward investment, and facilitate internation­
al cooperation in industrial and supply 
chains.

(27) Optimizing the layout for regional 
opening up

We will consolidate the leading role of 
eastern coastal areas in our opening up 
endeavors, promote further opening up in 
the central, western, and northeastern 
regions, and move faster toward all-around 
opening up through links running eastward 
and westward, across land, and over sea. To 
leverage the strengths of areas along the 
coasts, borders, rivers, and major transpor­
tation routes, we will optimize the division 
of functions for opening up among different 
regions in order to develop a diverse array of 
pacesetters for opening up. We will imple­
ment the strategy for upgrading pilot free 
trade zones and encourage these zones to 
engage in pioneering and integrated explo­
rations. The development of the Hainan 
Free Trade Port will be accelerated.

Harnessing the institutional strengths of 
the One Country, Two Systems policy, we 
will work to consolidate and enhance Hong 
Kong’s status as an international financial, 
shipping, and trade center, support Hong 
Kong and Macao in building themselves 
into international hubs for high-caliber tal­
ent, and improve relevant mechanisms to 
see the tw'o regions playing a greater role in 
China’s opening to the outside world. We 
will encourage cooperation between Guang­
dong, Hong Kong, and Macao in the Greater 
Bay Area by promoting closer alignment of 
rules and mechanisms. We will improve rel­
evant institutions and policies to promote 
economic and cultural exchanges and coop­
eration across the Taiwan Strait and 
advance integrated cross-Strait develop­
ment.

(28) Improving the mechanisms for high- 
quality cooperation under the Belt and Road 
Initiative

We wall continue to implement the Belt 
and Road Science, Technology, and Innova­
tion Cooperation Action Plan and redouble 
efforts to develop multilateral platforms for 
cooperation in green development, the digi­
tal economy, artificial intelligence, energy, 
taxation, finance, disaster mitigation, and 
other areas. We will work to improve the 
integrated framework for land, sea, air, and 
cyberspace connectivity and build a multidi­
mensional network to connect countries 
along the Belt and Road. We will make coor­
dinated efforts to advance both major signa­
ture projects and “small but beautiful” 
public welfare projects.

VDI. Advancing Whole- 
Process People’s Democracy

fiscal powers as appropriate and raise the 
proportion of central government expendi­
ture accordingly. In principle, the expendi­
tures commensurate with such powers 
should be allocated from the central govern­
ment, and such powers to be delegated to 
local governments should be reduced. No 
requirements for supporting funds from 
local governments in violation of regula­
tions shall be made. When it is necessary to 
delegate fiscal powers to local governments, 
the relevant funds should be arranged 
through special transfer payments.

(18) Deepeningreform of thefinancialsys- 
tem

We will move fester to improve the central 
bank system and the monetary policy trans­
mission mechanism. We will actively devel­
op technology finance, green finance, 
inclusive finance, pension finance, and digi­
tal finance and work to ensure quality finan­
cial services for major strategies, key fields, 
and weak links. We will refine the role and 
governance of financial institutions and the 
incentive and constraint mechanisms for 
ensuring that they serve the real economy. 
We will diversify equity financing, step up 
the development of multilevel bond mar­
kets, and increase the proportion of direct 
financing. We will optimize the state-owned 
financial capital management system.

We will improve the functions of the capi­
tal market to give balanced weight to invest­
ment and financing. We will prevent risks 
and tighten regulation to promote the 
sound and stable development of the capital 
market. We will facilitate the entry of long­
term capital into the market. We will 
improve the overall quality of listed compa­
nies, strengthen relevant regulation and 
delisting systems, and establish long-term 
mechanisms to enhance the underlying sta­
bility of the capital market. We will improve 
the mechanisms for regulating and con­
straining the behaviors of major sharehold­
ers and actual controllers. We will optimize 
dividend incentive and constraint mecha­
nisms for listed companies and improve the 
mechanisms for protecting investors. We 
will encourage regional equity markets to 
align their rules and implement unified 
standards.

A financial law will be formulated. We will 
improve the financial regulatory system to 
ensure that all financial activities are placed 
under regulation in accordance with the 
law, strengthen regulatory responsibility 
and accountability systems, and improve 
regulatory coordination between the cen­
tral and local levels. We will build secure and 
efficient financial infrastructure, unify the 
rules and systems for registration, custody, 
settlement, and liquidation for the financial 
market, establish binding constraints for 
defusing risks at an early stage, and build a 
robust system to effectively fend off and con­
trol systemic risks and ensure financial sta­
bility. We will improve the mechanisms for 
protecting financial consumers and crack­
ing down on illegal financial activities and 
establish a firewall for industrial and finan­
cial capital. We will promote high-standard 
opening up of the financial sector, steadily 
and prudently advance the internationaliza­
tion of the RMB, and develop offshore RMB 
markets. We will make steady progress in 
the R&D and application of digital RMB and 
move fester to build Shanghai into an inter­
national financial center.

We will improve the management model 
based on pre-establishment national treat­
ment plus a negative list and support quali­
fied foreign capital institutions in 
participating in our financial service trials. 
We will expand the connectivity between 
domestic and overseas financial markets in 
a steady and prudent way and improve the 
qualified foreign institutional investor sys­
tem. We will push forward the development 
of a homegrown, controllable cross-border 
payment system and strengthen financial 
security mechanisms as we open our doors 
wider to the outside world. We wall establish 
a system for the unified monitoring and 
oversight of all foreign debt. We will actively 
participate in international financial gov­
ernance.

(19) Improving mechanisms for imple­
menting the coordinated regional develop­
mentstrategy

We wall develop a regional economic lay­
out and a territorial space system character­
ized by complementarity between different 
regions and territorial spaces. We will 
improve the institutional and policy frame­
works for opening up a new vista in the large- 
scale development of the western region, 
achieving new breakthroughs in the full revi­
talization of the Northeast, accelerating the 
rise of tiie central region, and encouraging 
the eastern region to modernize more quick­
ly. We will enable regions like the Beijing-Ti- 
anjin-Hebei region, the Yangtze River Delta, 
and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area to better play their roles as 
engines of high-quality development and 
improve the mechanisms for the develop­
ment of tiie Yangtze Economic Belt and tiie 
ecological protection and high-quality devel­
opment in tiie Yellow River basin. We will 
move forward with the high-standard and 
high-quality development of the Xiong’an 
New Area. We will push for solid progress in 
developing the Chengdu-Chongqing eco­
nomic zone. We wall improve the system of 
institutions for functional zoning and 
strengthen mechanisms to support optimal 
development of territorial spaces. We will 
improve integrated regional development 
mechanisms, build new mechanisms for 
cooperative development across administra­

VII. Pursuing High-Standard 
Opening Up

Integrated urban and rural development 
is essential to Chinese modernization. We 
must pursue coordinated progress in new 
industrialization, new urbanization, and all- 
around rural revitalization, facilitate greater 
urban-rural integration in planning, devel­
opment, and governance across the board, 
and promote equal exchanges and two-way 
flows of production factors between urban 
and rural areas, so as to narrow' the dispari­
ties between the two and promote their 
shared prosperity'and development.

(20) Improving the institutions and 
mechanisms for advancing new urbaniza­
tion

We wall put in place mechanisms to foster 
positive interactions between the processes 
of industrial upgrading, population concen­
tration, and urban development. We will 
implement the systems for allowing people 
to obtain household registration and access 
basic public services in their place of perma­
nent residence. We will push to see that eli­
gible people w'ho have moved to cities from 
rural areas enjoy tiie same rights as regis­
tered local residents wath regard to social 
insurance, housing support, and access to 
compulsory education for their children liv­
ing wath them. The process of granting per­
manent urban residency to these people will 
also be accelerated. We will protect the law­
ful land rights and interests of former rural 
residents who now hold permanent urban 
residency, protect, in accordance with the 
law, their rights to contract rural land, to use 
their rural residential land, and to share in 
the proceeds from rural collective undertak­
ings, and explore avenues to facilitate volun­
tary, paid transfers of these rights.

We wall continue to follow' the principle 
that cities should be built by the people and 
for the people. We will improve urban plan­
ning to see that cities of different sizes and 
small towns develop in coordination with 
each other to form efficient and closely knit 
layouts. We will deepen reform of the urban 
development, operation, and governance 
systems and step up efforts to change the 
development models of cities. We will work 
to create new systems for smart and effi­
cient governance in super-large and mega 
cities and establish institutions and mecha­
nisms for the highly-integrated develop­
ment of cities in metropolitan areas. We will 
deepen reforms to grant super-large towns 
economic and social management rights 
that are commensurate wath their popula­
tions and economic sizes. We wall develop 
sustainable urban renew'al models, along 
with relevant policies and regulations, and 
strengthen the building of underground 
utility tunnels and the upgrading of old 
pipelines. These efforts will help make our 
cities safer and more resilient.

(21) Consolidating and improving the 
basic rural operation system

We will move forward with well-orga­
nized trials to extend rural land contracts by 
another 30 years upon tiie expiration of the 
second-round contracts, deepen the reform 
to separate tiie owoiership rights, contract 
rights, and management rights of contract­
ed land, and develop appropriately scaled 
agricultural operations. We will improve the 
framework for agricultural operations and 
refine the pricing mechanism for the trans­
fer of contracted land management rights. 
We will encourage farmers to engage in 
cooperative operations and see that our pol­
icies for supporting new types of agribusi­
ness serve to increase xural incomes. We will 
develop a system of convenient and efficient 
commercial agricultural services. We will 
develop new types of rural collective econo­
mies, establish related operating mecha­
nisms featuring clearly defined property 
rights and rational income distribution, and 
ensure that farmers enjoy more adequate 
property rights and interests.

(22) Improving supporting systems to 
strengthen agriculture, benefitfarmers, and 
enrich rural areas

Continuing to prioritize agricultural and 
rural development, we wall improve the 
investment mechanisms for rural revitaliza­
tion. We will w'ork to expand county indus­
tries that benefit local people, build a 
diversified food supply system, and foster 
new' industries and new forms of business in 
rural areas. We will optimize the system of 
agricultural subsidy policies and develop 
multi-tiered agricultural insurance 
schemes. We will refine tiie regular mecha­
nisms for preventing rural residents from 
lapsing or relapsing into poverty and estab­
lish a system of multi-tiered and categorized 
support for low-income rural residents and 
underdeveloped areas. We will improve the 
long-term mechanisms for managing assets 
formed with government inputs in the pro­
cess of poverty alleviation. Applying the 
experience gained from the Green Rural 
Revival Program in Zhejiang Province, we 
wall refine the long-term mechanisms for 
promoting all-around rural revitalization.

We will work fester to improve the mecha­
nisms for ensuring the incomes of grain 
growers and see that tiie prices of grain and 
other major agricultural products remain at 
a reasonable level. We will coordinate efforts 
to establish an inter-provincial mechanism 
for major grain-purchasing areas to com­
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IX. Promoting Socialist Rule of 
Law with Chinese Characteristics

refine the systems for cultural industries 
and markets as well as economic policies 
concerning the development of the cultural 
sector. We will explore effective mecha­
nisms for integrating culture with science 
and technology and step up our efforts to 
foster new forms of cultural business. We 
will further reform the systems for culture- 
related government review and approval 
and record keeping so as to strengthen 
ongoing and ex post oversight. Comprehen­
sive governance of the cultural and recrea­
tional industries will be advanced.

We will establish coordination agencies 
for preserving and passing down our cultur­
al heritage and put in place an inspection 
system for cultural heritage protection to 
facilitate systematic protection and unified 
supervision. We will institute a system of the 
defining symbols of Chinese culture and 
refine institutions and mechanisms for pro­
moting the full integration of culture and 
tourism. We will improve the public fitness 
services system and carry out reforms to 
refine the management systems and operat­
ing mechanisms for competitive sports.

(40) Improving the system for comprehen­
sive cyberspace governance

We will deepen reform of the internet 
management system, combine the functions 
of online content development and manage­
ment, and promote integrated management 
of media communication and online public 
opinion. We will improve the mechanisms 
for developing and managing generative 
artificial intelligence. We will step up the law­
based governance of cyberspace, improve the 
long-term governance mechanisms for the 
online environment, and refine the system 
for protecting minors in cyberspace.

(41) Establishing a more effective interna­
tional communication system

We will move ahead with restructuring 
China’s international communication frame­
work and deepen the reform and innovation 
of our mainstream media’s international 
communication mechanisms in a bid to 
accelerate the development of a multi-chan­
nel and multi-dimensional architecture. We 
will move fester to develop China’s discourse 
and narrative systems with a view to making 
our international communication more 
effective. Mechanisms for promoting the 
implementation of the Global Civilization 
Initiative will be established. We will work to 
fecilitate both outbound and inbound visits 
to promote broader international people-to- 
people exchanges and cooperation.

Ensuring and enhancing the people’s 
wellbeing in the course of development is 
one of the major tasks of Chinese moderni­
zation. In line with the principle of doing 
everything within our means, we will refine 
the systems of basic public services, with the 
focus on providing inclusive services, meet­
ing essential needs, and providing a cushion 
for those most in need. We will strive to 
resolve the most practical problems that are 
of the greatest and most direct concern to 
the people so as to meet people’s aspirations 
for a better life.

(42) Improving the income distribution 
system

We will build an institutional framework 
under which primary distribution, redistri­
bution, and tertiary distribution are well 
coordinated and mutually complementary. 
We will work to raise the share of personal 
income in the distribution of national 
income and give more weight to work remu­
neration in primary distribution. We will 
improve the mechanisms for determining 
wages, ensuring that they are increased at a 
reasonable rate and that they are paid in 
full, and refine the policy system for distri­
bution based on factors of production. We 
will improve the redistribution mechanisms 
such as taxation, social security, and transfer 
payments. We will support the development 
of public interest activities and charities.

We will keep income distribution and the 
means of accumulating wealth well-regulat­
ed, open more avenues for urban and rural 
residents to increase their property 
incomes, and put in place systems to effec­
tively boost the incomes of low-income 
earners, steadily expand the size of the mid­
dle-income group, and properly regulate 
excessive incomes. We will further reform 
the salary-setting mechanism for SOEs and 
rationally determine and strictly regulate 
the remuneration standards, allowances, 
and benefits for SOE executives at all levels.

(43) Improving the employment-first poli­
cy

We will develop sound mechanisms for 
promoting high-quality and full employ­
ment, refine the related public services sys­
tem, and work hard to tackle structural 
unemployment. We will improve the system 
of employment support for key groups such 
as college graduates, rural migrant workers, 
and ex-service members and the system of 
lifelong vocational skills training. We will 
coordinate urban and rural employment 
policies, simultaneously advance service 
reforms related to household registration, 
human resources, and personnel records, 
improve the policy environment to boost 
employment by encouraging business start­
ups, and support and regulate the develop­
ment of new forms of employment. We will 
improve the systems and mechanisms for 
promoting equality of opportunity and see 
that the channels for social mobility are 
unimpeded. We will refine the mechanisms 
for labor relation consultations and media­

Chinese modernization is the moderniza­
tion of material and cultural-ethical advance­
ment. We must boost our cultural confidence 
and work to develop advanced socialist cul­
ture, promote revolutionary culture, and car­
ry forward fine traditional Chinese culture. 
We must move fester to stay abreast of new 
dramatic developments in information tech­
nology, cultivate a vast pool of talented per­
sonnel in the field of culture, and ignite the 
cultural creativity of the entire nation.

(38) Improving the responsibility system 
for ideological work

We will refine the working systems for 
arming all Party members, educating the peo­
ple, and guiding our practice with the Party’s 
new theories. We will improve the system 
under which the theoretical study groups of 
Party committees (leading Party members 
groups) hold regular study sessions, as well as 
the system for theoretical and political work. 
We will develop new approaches in the 
project to study and develop Marxist theory 
and promote innovation in philosophy and 
social sciences with a view to building a Chi­
nese intellectual system in this field. We will 
improve the spokesperson system, develop 
content production and communication 
mechanisms as well as assessment systems 
for all forms of media, and promote a system­
ic transformation in mainstream media. We 
will improve the mechanisms for guiding 
public opinion and coordinating responses to 
public opinion incidents.

Activities to foster ideals and convictions 
will be carried out on a regular and institu­
tionalized basis. We will enhance the sys­
tems and mechanisms for cultivating and 
practicing the core socialist values. We will 
improve and innovate working mechanisms 
for raising awareness, applying principles, 
and developing initiatives aimed at promot­
ing cultural-ethical progress. We will launch 
projects to enhance social etiquette and 
civility in rural areas. We will refine the 
mechanisms for publicizing heroes and role 
models and encouraging people to learn 
from them and work to develop new mecha­
nisms for promoting patriotism and orga­
nizing themed public activities, in an effort 
to create a social atmosphere in which peo­
ple look up to heroes, pay tribute to martyrs, 
and strive to become pioneers. We will 
establish a system for carrying forward tra­
ditional Chinese virtues and improve the 
institutions and mechanisms for cultivating 
social morality, work ethics, family values, 
and personal integrity. We will refine the 
long-term mechanisms for promoting integ­
rity and credibility and provide public edu­
cation and guidance so that all members of 
society readily abide by the law and respect 
public order and moral standards. We will 
take firm steps to oppose money worship, 
hedonism, egocentricity, and historical 
nihilism. We will develop mechanisms to 
provide online theoretical and ethical edu­
cation in a differentiated and targeted man­
ner. We will establish better mechanisms for 
addressing serious ethical problems in a 
coordinated way and improve the long-term 
mechanisms for combating pornography 
and illegal publications.

(39) Refining the mechanisms for supply­
ing cultural services and products

We will improve the system of public cul­
tural services, establishing mechanisms for 
channeling quality cultural resources 
directly to the community level, improving 
the mechanisms through which nongovern­
mental actors participate in the supply of 
public cultural services, and advancing 
reforms to separate the ownership and use 
rights for public cultural facilities. In the 
cultural sector, we will continue with the 
reform of state capital and SOEs, deepen the 
internal reform of public institutions on a 
categorized basis, and improve the mecha­
nisms for developing theater troupes.

We will remain committed to people-cen­
tered cultural creation and stay focused on 
both literary and artistic production and tal­
ent cultivation, and on both producing fine 
works and fostering a favorable environ­
ment for creation. On this basis, we will 
improve the working mechanisms for serv­
ing, guiding, and organizing literary and 
artistic creation and production. We will 

to raise public awareness of die rule of law 
and refine the practice-oriented approach to 
law school education. We will better protect 
die rights and interests of minors, step up 
efforts to prevent and control juvenile delin­
quency, and formulate special regulations 
on correction and education.

(37) Strengthening the rule of law in for­
eign-related affairs

We will establish mechanisms for taking a 
holistic approach to promoting legislation, 
law enforcement, administration of justice, 
observance of the law, legal services, and the 
training of legal professionals for foreign-re­
lated affairs. We will improve the system of 
foreign-related laws and regulations and the 
systems for enforcing the rule of law and 
work to deepen international cooperation in 
law enforcement and administration of jus­
tice. We will refine the judicial system that 
allows the parties in foreign-related civil 
lawsuits to lawfully enter into jurisdictional 
agreements and choose applicable extrater­
ritorial laws. We will improve the arbitra­
tion and mediation system for international 
commercial disputes and cultivate world­
class arbitration organizations and law 
firms. We will actively participate in the for­
mulation of international rules.

The rule of law provides an important 
guarantee for Chinese modernization. We 
must ensure full implementation of the 
Constitution and uphold its authority, coor­
dinate the reforms to promote sound legis­
lation, law enforcement, administration of 
justice, and observance of the law, and 
improve the mechanisms for ensuring that 
all are equal before the law, so as to promote 
socialist rule of law, uphold social fairness 
and justice, and see that all work of the state 
is carried out under the rule of law.

(33) Deepening reforms in legislation 
The socialist legal system with Chinese 

characteristics centered on the Constitution 
will be improved. We will refine the systems 
for ensuring full implementation of the Con­

stitution and establish a system for reporting 
on its implementation. We will improve the 
legislative framework under which Party 
committees exercise leadership, people’s 
congresses play a principal role, government 
departments provide support, and various 
sectors of society get involved. We will make 
sure that steps to enact, revise, abolish, inter­
pret, and codify laws are well-coordinated 
and work to bolster legislation in key, emerg­
ing, and foreign-related areas. We will 
improve both the constitutional review sys­
tem and the record and review system for 
normative documents. These efforts will 
ensure that the quality of legislation further 
improves. We will explore cross-regional col­
laboration on legislation. We will improve 
mechanisms for aligning and coordinating 
Party rules and regulations with state laws 
and regulations. A unified national informa­
tion platform for laws, regulations, and other 
nonnative documents will be created.

(34) Advancing law-based government 
administration

We will keep working to establish a sound 
legal footing for government institutions, 
functions, powers, procedures, and respon­
sibilities. We will make government services 
more standardized, procedure-based, and 
accessible and improve the integrated 
national online platform for government 
sendees. We will improve the legality review 
mechanism for major decisions and norma­
tive documents and conduct a more thor­
ough review' of the legislative work of the 
government. We will push forward with 
structural reforms regarding administrative 
law enforcement, improving institutions 
and mechanisms for coordinated law 
enforcement at the community level and for 
conducting oversight over enforcement. We 
will refine the system of standards on 
administrative discretion for matters such 
as administrative penalties and work to 
align the administrative law enforcement 
standards of different regions. Improve­
ments wall be made to the system for coordi­
nating administrative and criminal 
penalties, the institutions and mechanisms 
for administrative reconsideration, and the 
administrative adjudication system. We will 
refine both the vertical management system 
and the tiered management system at the 
local level to promote closer coordination 
and collaboration between institutions 
under vertical management and local gov­
ernments. Prudent steps will be taken to 
optimize the institutions in counties with 
small populations. We will further reform 
the management system in development 
zones. We will improve the structure and 
layout of public institutions to ensure that 
they better serve the public interest

(35) Improving the institutions and mech­
anisms for impartial law enforcement and 
administration of justice

We will refine the institutions and mecha­
nisms for ensuring that supervisory organs, 
public security organs, procuratorates, 
courts, and administrative departments for 
justice all fulfill their respective functions 
and that powers of supervision, investiga­
tion, procuratorate, adjudication, and 
enforcement complement and constrain 
each other. This will ensure that law enforce­
ment and judicial activities are subject to 
effective checks and oversight at every link 
and stage in the process. We will deepen the 
reforms to separate adjudicatory and 
enforcement powers, improve the national 
system for law enforcement, and see that the 
parties concerned, the procuratorates, and 
the public exercise oversight throughout the 
process of enforcement activities. We will 
improve the system for providing legal reme­
dies and protection during the course of law 
enforcement and judicial activities as well as 
the system for granting state compensation. 
We will increase the transparency of judicial 
work and improve relevant procedures. We 
will also enforce and enhance judicial 
accountability. The establishment of special 
courts will be regulated. We will further the 
reforms related to the jurisdiction of admin­
istrative cases where jurisdiction is defined 
by subject matter, exercised in a centralized 
manner, or established in another region. We 
will develop institutions and mechanisms for 
coordinated, efficient policing, advance the 
reform of staffing management in public 
security organs at the local level, and contin­
ue to refonn the management systems in the 
civil aviation public security organs and the 
anti-smuggling departments of customs 
authorities. We will standardize the manage­
ment of police auxiliaries.

Adhering to the correct outlook on human 
rights, we will provide more effective human 
rights protection through law enforcement 
and administration of justice. We will 
improve the working mechanisms for ex ante 
review, ongoing oversight, and ex post 
redress and refine the system for coercive 
measures that concern the personal lights of 
citizens as well as the sealing, sequestering, 
and freezing of assets. We will investigate and 
prosecute, in accordance with the law, the 
abuse of power to bend the law for personal 
gain, illegal detention, the use of torture to 
extort confessions, and other similar offen­
ces. We will see that lawyer defense is provid­
ed in all criminal cases and introduce a 
system to seal records for minor offences.

(36) Improving the mechanisms for build­
ing a law-based society

We will improve the public legal services 
system covering both urban and rural popu­
lations and further reform the systems relat­
ed to lawyers, notarization, arbitration, 
mediation, and forensic evidence manage­
ment. We will adopt more effective methods 

tion and do more to safeguard workers’ 
rights and interests.

(44) Improving the social, security system 
We will improve the system for unified

national management of basic old-age 
insurance funds and the unified national 
platform for social insurance public servi­
ces. We will develop sound systems for 
ensuring that social security funds are kept 
safe through supervision and their value is 
maintained and increased over time. We 
will refine the mechanisms for financing 
basic old-age insurance and basic medical 
insurance and for adjusting the benefits of 
both as appropriate. Basic pension benefits 
for rural and non-working urban residents 
under the basic old-age insurance scheme 
will be raised gradually. We will build a 
sound social security system to serve people 
in flexible employment, rural migrant work­
ers, and those in new forms of employment 
and expand the coverage of unemployment 
insurance, workers’ compensation, and 
childbirth insurance programs. We will see 
to it that all restrictions preventing people 
from accessing social security in the places 
where they work but do not hold permanent 
residency are lifted and that policies for 
transferring social security accounts are 
improved. We will move fester to develop a 
multi-tiered, multi-pillar old-age insurance 
system, expand the coverage of the annuity 
system, and promote the implementation of 
private pension schemes. We will leverage 
various commercial insurance schemes as a 
supplementary support. We will work 
toward provincial-level unified manage­
ment of basic medical insurance funds, fur­
ther reform medical insurance payment 
models, improve major disease insurance 
and medical assistance schemes, and tight­
en oversight over medical insurance funds. 
We will improve the social assistance sys­
tem, the system for protecting the lawful 
rights and interests of women and children, 
and the social security and service systems 
for people with disabilities.

We will move fester to establish a housing 
system that supports both housing rentals 
and purchases and foster a new develop­
ment model for the real estate sector. We 
will scale up the building and supply of gov­
ernment-subsidized housing to meet the 
essential need of salaried people for a home 
to live in. We will also work to support the 
diverse needs of urban and rural residents 
for better housing. Municipal governments 
will be given greater decision-making pow­
ers to regulate the real estate market, and 
based on local conditions, some cities will be 
permitted to abolish or reduce restrictions 
on housing purchases and to scrap relevant 
standards for ordinary and non-ordinary 
housing. We will carry out reforms to 
change the way real estate development is 
financed and to improve the advance pur­
chase system for commodity housing. 
Improvements will also be made to the taxa­
tion system in the real estate sector.

(45) Further reforming the medical and 
healthcare systems

We will implement a health-first strategy. 
We will improve the public health system, 
promoting public participation as well as col­
laboration and integration between hospitals 
and disease prevention and control institu­
tions and boosting capacities for disease 
monitoring and early warning, risk assess­
ment, epidemiological investigation, testing 
and inspection, emergency response, and 
medical treatment. We will support coordi­
nated development and governance of medi­
cal services, medical insurance, and 
pharmaceuticals. We will do more to increase 
tiie availability of quality medical resources 
and see that such resources are channeled 
toward the community level and more evenly 
distributed among regions. We will move 
fester to develop the tiered diagnosis and 
treatment system, propel the development of 
tightly knit medical consortia, and upgrade 
the services of community-level medical and 
healthcare institutions. We will deepen the 
reform of public hospitals to see that they bet­
ter serve the public interest, establish mecha­
nisms whereby medical expenses are 
primarily based on medical services, improve 
the remuneration system, and set up a mech­
anism for making dynamic staffing adjust­
ments. We will guide and better regulate the 
development of private hospitals and intro­
duce new approaches in the supervision of 
medical and healthcare services. We will 
improve the mechanisms for supporting the 
development of innovative dings and medi­
cal equipment and for promoting the preser­
vation and innovative development of 
traditional Chinese medicine.

(46) Improving the systems for support­
ing popidation development and providing 
related services

We will improve the population develop­
ment strategy in response to population 
aging and the declining birth rate. A sound 
system will be instituted to provide full life­
cycle population services to all in order to 
promote high-quality population develop­
ment. We will refine the policy system and 
incentive mechanisms for boosting the 
birth rate and strive to build a childbirth- 
friendly society. We will work to bring down 
the costs of childbirth, parenting, and edu­
cation, refine parental leave policies, intro­
duce a system of childbirth subsidies, 
improve basic public services for childbirth 
and pediatric medical care, and further raise 
the childcare-related deduction for personal 
income tax. We will make greater efforts to 
develop a public-benefit childcare service

X. Deepening Reform in the 
Cultural Sector

XI. Ensuring and Improving the 
People’s Wellbeing

the system of people’s congresses to good 
effect We will improve the systems under 
which the people’s congresses conduct over­
sight of the administrative, supervisory, 
adjudicatory, and procuratorial organs, 
refine the Law on the Oversight by the Stand­
ing Committees of People’s Congresses at All 
Levels and the mechanisms for its imple­
mentation, and strengthen the examination 
and oversight of government budgets and 
final accounts by people’s congresses as well 
as their oversight of state-owned asset and 
government debt management. We will 
improve the rales of procedure for people’s 
congresses and their debate, assessment, dis­
cussion, and hearing systems. We will see 
that deputies to people’s congresses reach 
out to tiie public on a greater variety of issues 
and in more diverse ways and enhance the 
working mechanisms for drawing on public 
opinion and pooling the wisdom of the peo­
ple. The roles of people’s organizations, such 
as trade unions, Chinese Communist Youth 
League organizations, and women’s federa­
tions, will be brought into play in connecting 
with and serving the people.

(30) Improving the mechanisms for con­
sultative democracy

We will give play to the role of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC) as a specialized consultative body. 
We will refine tiie mechanisms that enable 
in-depth consultations and interactions, the 
full expression of opinions, and the forma­
tion of broad consensus. We will strengthen 
the mechanisms through which the CPPCC 
reports on social conditions and public opin­
ions, stays in contact with the people, and 
provides them with services. Moves will also 
be made to refine tiie mechanisms that fecili­
tate democratic oversight by tiie CPPCC.

The system of consultative democracy 
will be unproved, with the introduction of 
more diverse forms of consultation. We will 
enhance the institutional platforms 
through which consultations are carried out 
by political parties, people’s congresses, gov­
ernment departments, CPPCC committees, 
people’s organizations, communities, and 
social organizations, and strengthen coordi­
nation between the various channels of con­
sultation. We will improve the mechanisms 
for conducting consultations prior to deci­
sion making and during the implementa­
tion of decisions. Improvements will also be 
made to the mechanisms for adopting, 
implementing, and providing feedback on 
the consultation outcomes.

(31) Enhancing democracy at the primary 
level

We will improve the mechanisms for con­
ducting community-level self-governance 
under the leadership of Party organizations 
at the primary level. We will refine the insti­
tutional and working systems for primary­
level democracy and create more channels 
to allow for the well-ordered participation 
of various primary-level organizations and 
local people in the governance of their com­
munities. We will enhance the institutions 
for keeping the public informed. We will 
improve the democratic management sys­
tems in enterprises and public institutions, 
which generally take the form of workers’ 
congresses. In addition, more effective ways 
will be developed to ensure that enterprise 
employees can participate in management.

(32) Building a broad unitedfront
We will improve the policies and measures 

for facilitating the united front’s political role 
in rallying the support of the people and 
pooling their strength. We will uphold, devel­
op, and improve China’s new type of political 
party system. We will see that people from 
outside the Party can better play their roles 
and improve the systems for building up the 
ranks of non-CPC representatives. A law on 
promoting ethnic solidarity and progress 
will be formulated, and we will take steps to 
improve the institutions and mechanisms 
for forging a strong sense of community for 
the Chinese nation so as to further strength­
en our national cohesion. We will make sys­
tematic efforts to ensure that religions in 
China are Chinese in orientation and estab­
lish a more solid legal footing for the govern­
ance of religious affeirs. We will improve tiie 
mechanisms for providing political guidance 
to non-CPC intellectuals and people from 
emerging social groups. We will continue 
working to cultivate a cordial and clean rela­
tionship between government and business 
across the board and improve the working 
mechanisms for facilitating tiie healthy 
development of tiie non-public sector and 
those working in it. We will refine the mecha­
nisms for work related to Hong Kong, 
Macao, Taiwan, and overseas Chinese affeirs.
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XII. Deepening Reform in 
Ecological Conservation

XIV. Deepening National 
Defense and Military Reform

Leadership by the Party provides a funda­
mental guarantee for further deepening 
reform comprehensively to advance Chinese 
modernization. We must acquire a deep 
understanding of the decisive significance of 
establishing Comrade Xi Jinping’s core posi­
tion on the Party Central Committee and in the 
Party as a whole and establishing the guiding 
role of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. We 
must be more conscious of the need to main­
tain political integrity, think in big-picture 

work toward an economy that facilitates 
green, low-carbon, and circular development. 
We will optimize policies on green govern­
ment procurement and refine the green taxa­
tion system. We will improve the systems for 
total resource consumption control and com­
prehensive resource conservation, as well as 
the system for recycling waste and used mate­
rials. Mechanisms for ensuring clean and effi­
cient use of coal will be refined. We will 
accelerate die planning and development of a 
new type of energy system and improve the 
policies and measures for promoting the 
absorption of electricity generated from new 
energy sources into power grids and for the 
regulation of such energy. Improvements will 
be made to the working systems for adapting 
to climate change. New mechanisms will be 
put in place to facilitate the transition from 
controlling the total amount and intensity of 
energy consumption to controlling the total 
amount and intensity of carbon emissions. 
We will establish a carbon emissions statistics 
and accounting system, a carbon labeling and 
certification system, as well as a carbon foot­
print management system. We will also 
improve the cap-and-trade system for carbon 
emissions and the trading system for volun­
tary greenhouse gas emissions reduction. On 
this basis, we will actively and prudently 
move toward reaching peak carbon emis­
sions and carbon neutrality.

ty-level inspections, examinations, and evalu­
ations; and raise the quality of research and 
studies. Great effort will be made to address 
the excessive frequency of all these activities. 
We will formulate lists of duties for towns and 
townships (urban sub-districts) and refine 
the long-term mechanisms for reducing their 
burdens. We will set up mechanisms for car­
rying out regular and intensive education on 
Party discipline and better exercise four forms 
of oversight over discipline compliance, [The 
four forms are: 1) criticism and self-criticism 
activities and oral and written inquiries, 
which are to be conducted regularly to ensure 
that those who have committed minor mis­
conduct are made to “redden and sweat”; 2) 
light penalties and minor organizational 
adjustments to official positions, which are to 
be applied in the majority of cases; 3) heavy 
penalties and major adjustments to official 
positions, which are to be applied in a small 
number of cases; and 4) investigation and 
prosecution, which are to be undertaken in a 
very small number of cases involving serious 
violations of discipline and suspected crimi­
nal activity.] thus ensuring we make full use of 
Party discipline as a guide, restraint, guaran­
tee, and incentive.

We will improve the mechanisms for coor­
dinating efforts to ensure that officials do not 
have die audacity, opportunity, or desire to be 
coiTupt and work hard to eradicate the 
breeding grounds and conditions for corrup­
tion. We will improve the mechanisms for 
investigating and addressing instances of 
both misconduct and corruption, intensify 
efforts to uproot corruption in sectors with a 
high concentration of power, funds, and 
resources, and strictly investigate and deal 
with any collusion between government offi­
cials and businesspeople that undermines 
the political ecosystem and economic devel­
opment. We will refine the mechanisms for 
taking joint punitive actions against major 
bribe givers and adopt more measures to 
effectively prevent and control new and dis­
guised forms of corruption. We will take 
stronger steps to handle false accusations. 
We will improve the mechanisms for pursu­
ing fugitives, preventing escape, and retriev­
ing stolen assets. We will see that a culture of 
integrity prevails in the new era.

Party and state oversight systems will be 
improved. We will ensure that principal and 
oversight responsibilities for full and rigor­
ous Party self-governance are assumed. We 
will improve the supporting systems for 
more effective oversight of leadership teams 
and their heads. We will improve the mecha­
nisms for applying checks over the allocation 
and exercise of power and oppose privilege­
seeking mindsets and behavior. We will work 
to coordinate discipline and law enforcement 
with the administration of criminal justice. 
We will improve the working institutions and 
mechanisms for discipline inspection. We 
will optimize the functions of oversight, 
inspection, review, and investigation agen­
cies, improve the discipline inspection and 
supervision systems for departments under 
vertical management, and work to see that 
discipline inspection and supervision teams 
are dispatched to all central government-ad­
ministered enterprises. Institutional reforms 
for primary-level oversight will be deepened. 
Steps will be taken to advance national anti­
corruption legislation, revise the Supervision 
Law, and formulate a law on countering 
transnational corruption.

(60) Ensuring the implementation of 
reforms with relentless perseverance

The whole Party must take pragmatic, res­
olute, and effective steps to ensure imple­
mentation of the Party Central Committee’s 
decisions and plans on further deepening 
reform comprehensively. We need to work in 
concert from top to bottom across all depart­
ments and regions to set the tasks, timelines, 
and priorities for reform in a well-conceived 
way, and designate competent departments 
for implementing each reform initiative and 
clearly define their responsibilities. The 
implementation of major reforms will be 
subject to oversight and inspection, and the 
litmus test of reform will lie in how well it 
performs, what it delivers, and how much 
satisfaction it brings our people.

Chinese modernization is the moderniza­
tion of peaceful development In diplomatic 
work, China remains firm in pursuing an 
independent foreign policy of peace and is 
dedicated to promoting a human communi­
ty with a shared future. We will stay commit­
ted to the common values of all humanity, 
pursue the Global Development Initiative, 
the Global Security Initiative, and the Global 
Civilization Initiative, and call for an equal 
and orderly multipolar world and universal­
ly beneficial and inclusive economic globali­
zation. We will deepen institutional refonns 
related to the work of foreign affairs and get 
involved in leading the reform and develop­
ment of the global governance system. We 
will resolutely safeguard China’s sovereignty, 
security, and development interests and fos­
ter a favorable external environment for fur­
ther deepening reform comprehensively to 
advance Chinese modernization.

Let the whole Party, the entire military, and 
Chinese people of all ethnic groups rally more 
closely around the Party Central Committee 
with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core. Let us 
hold high the banner of reform and opening 
up, pool all wisdom and strength, and forge 
ahead with enterprise. Let us work hard 
toward the Second Centenary Goal of building 
China into a great modem socialist country in 
all respects and strive to advance the rejuvena­
tion of the Chinese nation on all fronts 
through Chinese modernization.

National defense and military moderniza­
tion is an integral part of Chinese moderni­
zation. We must maintain the Party’s 
absolute leadership over the people’s armed 
forces and fully implement the strategy of 
strengthening the military through reform, 
in order to provide a strong guarantee for 
realizing the centenary goal of the People’s 
Liberation Army in 2027 and basically mod­
ernizing national defense and the armed 
forces.

(54) Improving the institutions and mech­
anisms for leading and managing the peo­
ple’s armed forces

We will improve the institutions and mech­
anisms for implementing the system of ulti­
mate responsibility resting with the 
chairman of the Central Military Commis­
sion (CMC) and continue to enhance political 
loyalty in the military. We will optimize the 
functional setup of CMC departments and 
improve the mechanisms for coordinated 
advancement of military operations, capacity 
building, and combat preparedness. We will 
refine the consultation and evaluation mech­
anisms for major decisions, develop new 
approaches to strategic management, and 
improve the military governance system. We 
will improve the working mechanisms for 
running the military in accordance with the 
law. We will refine the supporting policies 
and systems for military operations, combat 
preparedness, military human resources, and 
other fields. The reform of military acade­
mies wall be deepened in abid to fully harness 
their potential. Military-affiliated enterprises 
and public institutions will also undergo 
adjustment and reform.

(55) Deepening reform of joint operations 
systems

We will refine the functions of the CMC 
command center for joint operations, 
enhance its command functions in major 
security fields, and establish mechanisms for 
facilitating its coordination with central Party 
and state departments. We will optimize the 
composition of the command centers for joint 
theater operations and improve the configu­
ration of commands for joint taskforce opera­
tions. We will better coordinate the 
development and application of the network 
information system. To develop a new frame­
work of services and arms, we will speed up 
the development of strategic deterrence for­
ces and strive to develop new-domain forces 
with new combat capabilities, while making 
coordinated efforts to strengthen traditional 
combat forces. The composition of the aimed 
police force will be improved.

(56) Deepening military-civilian reforms 
We will improve the working mechanisms

for developing integrated national strategies 
and strategic capabilities and refine the insti­
tutions and mechanisms for military-related 
decision-making, deliberation, and coordina­
tion. We will improve the mechanisms for 
submitting and reporting on defense-related 
military needs and enhancing military-civil­
ian alignment and refine the national 
defense mobilization system. Reform of die 
defense-related science, technology, and 
industry systems will be deepened to 
upgrade the layout of these areas. We will 
refine the system for weaponry and equip­
ment procurement, develop reward mecha­
nisms for designing military products, and 
modernize our weaponry and equipment 
management system. We will improve the 
mechanisms for coordinating standards 
between the military and civilian sectors. We 
will better coordinate development and man­
agement in aerospace, military trade, and 
other fields. We will optimize die institutions 
and mechanisms for leading and managing 
border and coastal defense and improve 
mechanisms to enable the Party, the govern­
ment, the military, die police force, and the 
people to work togetiier on border govern­
ance. Reform of the militia system will be fur­
thered. The mechanisms for strengthening 
mutual support between civilian sectors and 
the military will be refined.

terms, follow the leadership core, and keep in 
alignment with die central Party leadership. 
We must stay confident in the path, theory, sys­
tem, and culture of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics. We must uphold Comrade 
Xi Jinping’s core position on the Party Cen­
tral Committee and in the Party as a whole 
and uphold the Central Committee’s author­
ity and its centralized, unified leadership.

We must maintain a keen awareness of the 
need to use the Party’s self-reform to steer 
social reform and continue to apply both the 
spirit of reform and rigorous standards in 
conducting Party self-governance. We will 
improve the systems and regulations for the 
Party’s self-reform and continue working to 
purify, improve, renew, and excel ourselves. 
All this will enable our Party to remain the 
strong leadership core in building socialism 
with Chinese characteristics.

(57) Upholding the Party Central Commit­
tee’s centralized, unified leadership over the 
endeavor to further deepen reform compre­
hensively

The Party Central Committee exercises 
leadership over die general design, coordi­
nation, and overall advancement of all our 
reforms. We will refine the mechanisms 
through which the major decisions and 
plans of the Central Committee are imple­
mented, in order to ensure full compliance 
with its orders and prohibitions. Party com­
mittees (leading Party members groups) at 
all levels are responsible for implementing 
the Central Committee’s decisions and 
plans, planning and advancing reforms in 
their regions and departments, encouraging 
pioneering efforts and innovations based on 
their own situations, and creating new expe­
rience that can be applied elsewhere. Con­
tinuing to follow the Patty’s mass line in the 
new era, we will fully incorporate social 
expectations, the people’s wisdom, the views 
of experts, and primary-level experience 
into the design of reforms. We will set 
reform agendas witii a focus on solving 
prominent problems and improve the 
mechanisms for drawing up key reform 
plans. We will uphold troth, correct errors, 
and discover problems and remedy failings 
as they arise. We will improve reform incen­
tives and better guide public opinion so as to 
foster a favorable environment for reform.

(58) Deepening institutional reforms 
related to Party building

With a focus on boosting the whole Party’s 
drive, initiative, and creativity for reform and 
development, we will improve the systems 
and mechanisms for Party building. We will 
further arm ourselves with the Party’s new 
theories and set up sound long-term mecha­
nisms for reinforcing commitment, acquiring 
knowledge, improving conduct, and enhanc­
ing performance through learning. We will 
further reform the management system for 
officials and personnel and firmly follow the 
right approach to selecting and appointing 
officials. Officials who are politically commit­
ted, highly responsible, determined to pursue 
reform, outstanding in performance, and 
honest and clean, must be selected; and the 
problem of officials acting arbitrarily or lack­
ing the willingness, courage, or ability to deliv­
er must be addressed. We will see that officials 
have a correct understanding of what it 
means to perform well and improve the mech­
anisms for effectively preventing and correct­
ing any misguided views about achievements. 
We will apply the “three distinctions” [The 
three distinctions refer to those between 
errors caused by lack of experience in pilot 
reforms and deliberate violations of discipline 
and law; between errors made in conducting 
experiments that are not explicitly restricted 
by higher-level authorities and arbitrary viola­
tions of discipline and law in the face of high­
er-level authorities’ explicit prohibition; and 
between unwitting errors made in pursuing 
development and violations of discipline and 
law for personal gain.] to encourage officials 
to forge ahead in a pioneering spirit and dem­
onstrate enterprise in their work. We will 
make an ongoing effort to ensure that officials 
can be demoted as well as promoted and 
make a stronger push to replace those who are 
no longer suitable for their posts. We will 
improve the mechanisms for providing regu­
lar training, and basic training in particular, 
for officials, give them more professional 
training opportunities, and temper them 
through practice, in order to make them fully 
capable of advancing modernization initia­
tives. The tenure system for leading officials 
will be refined and fully applied, and the 
handover system for the heads of leadership 
teams will be improved. We will strengthen 
the political and organizational functions of 
Party organizations. We will look into effective 
ways of Party building in new types of eco­
nomic and social organizations and among 
groups in new forms of employment. We will 
improve the mechanisms for guiding and 
managing Party members and giving full play 
to their roles. We will also refine Party rales 
and regulations, increase their authority, and 
fully enforce them.

(59) Intensifying efforts to improve con­
duct, build integrity, and combat corruption

Mechanisms for conducting concrete, tar­
geted, and regular political oversight will be 
improved. We will steadfastly implement the 
central Party leadership’s eight-point decision 
on improving conduct and refine our systems 
and mechanisms for preventing and tackling 
pointless formalities and bureaucratism. We 
will continue to streamline and standardize 
meetings and documents, as well as all types 
of demonstration initiatives, evaluations, 
standards inspections, festival celebrations, 
expositions and exhibitions, and forums; 
strictly control the total number of communi­

Chinese modernization is the moderniza­
tion of harmony between humanity and 
nature. We must work to improve ecological 
conservation systems and make concerted 
efforts to cut carbon emissions, reduce pollu­
tion, pursue green development, and boost 
economic growth. We must actively respond 
to climate change and move fester to 
improve the institutions and mechanisms 
for applying the principle that lucid waters 
and lush mountains are invaluable assets.

(47) Improving the basic systems for eco­
logical conservation

We will implement region-specific environ­
mental management systems featuring differ­
entiated, targeted regulation and improve the 
systems for environmental monitoring and 
assessment. We will establish sound, united, 
well-aligned systems for regulating the use of 
territorial space of all types across the country 
and for approving territorial space plans. To 
improve the property rights and manage­
ment systems for natural resource assets, we 
will refine the mechanism for the delegation 
of ownership over public-owned natural 
resource assets and establish systems for 
assessing and supervising performance in 
terms of protecting the environment, protect­
ing and utilizing natural resources, and ensur­
ing that natural resource assets hold their 
value and appreciate. We will improve the 
coordination mechanism for ensuring 
national ecological security. An environmen­
tal code rail be compiled.

(48) Improving environmental govern­
ance systems

We will develop responsibility, oversight, 
and market systems as well as laws, regula­
tions, and policies to improve environmental 
governance. We will refine the institutions 
and mechanisms for ensuring that pollution 
control practices are targeted, grounded in 
science, and law-based, and implement an 
oversight system for stationary pollution 
sources centered on emissions permits. We 
will establish systems for the coordinated 
treatment of new pollutants and manage­
ment of environmental risks and make a coor­
dinated push to reduce the discharge of 
various pollutants. The reform to advance the 
law-based disclosure of environmental infor­
mation will continue, and an environmental 
credibility oversight system will be put into 
place. We will develop systems for integrated 
upstream-downstream environmental gov­
ernance in major river basins. Comprehensive 
efforts will be made to develop the national 
park-based system of protected areas.

We will implement the management sys­
tem for ecological conservation redlines, 
improve the mechanisms for integrated pro­
tection and systematic governance of moun­
tain, water, forest, farmland, grassland, and 
desert ecosystems, and develop multiple 
funding mechanisms for ecosystem protec­
tion and restoration. We will enforce the sys­
tem of mandatory limits on the use of water 
resources and replace the water resource fee 
with a tax nationwide. The coordination 
mechanism for biodiversity protection will 
be enhanced, and tire systems for developing 
and protecting marine resources will be 
improved. We will refine the mechanisms for 
realizing the market value of ecosystem 
goods and services. We will further reform 
the system of paid use for natural resources. 
We will advance comprehensive compensa­
tion for ecological conservation, improve the 
trans-regional compensation mechanism for 
ecological conservation, and take coordinat­
ed steps to promote compensation for envi­
ronmental damage.

(49) Improving the mechanisms for green 
and low-carbon development

We will implement fiscal, tax, financial, 
investment, and pricing policies as well as 
standards to support green and low-carbon 
development, develop green and low-carbon 
industries, improve incentive mechanisms 
for eco-friendly consumer spending, and 

system and provide support for employer­
run nurseries, community childcare facili­
ties, and home-based childcare. Based on 
the general patterns underlying population 
flows, we will see that public sendees follow 
the movement of populations and facilitate 
the reasonable concentration of people in 
and their orderly flow between urban and 
rural areas and different regions.

To actively respond to population aging, 
we will refine the policies and mechanisms 
for developing elderly care programs and 
industries. We will develop the silver econo­
my and support the creation of diverse jobs 
tailored to elderly people. In line with the 
principle of voluntary participation with 
appropriate flexibility, we will advance 
reform to gradually raise the statutory retire­
ment age in a prudent and orderly manner. 
To boost the supply of basic elderly care servi­
ces, we will develop community-based facili­
ties, improve the operation mechanisms for 
public-run institutions, encourage and guide 
the participation of enterprises and other 
non-governmental actors in service provi­
sion, and promote mutual-aid elderly care 
and the integration of medical care and eld­
erly care. We will work fester to shore up 
weaknesses in rural elderly care services. We 
will also see to it that better sendees are pro­
vided for elderly people with special difficul­
ties including those who live alone, have 
disabilities, or suffer from physical impair­
ment, and accelerate the introduction of 
insurance schemes for long-term care.

XV. Improving the Party’s 
Leadership

XIII. Modernizing China’s 
National Security System and 
Capacity

National security provides a pivotal foun­
dation for ensuring steady and sustained 
progress in Chinese modernization. We 
must fully apply a holistic approach to 
national security, improve the institutions 
and mechanisms for safeguarding national 
security, and ensure that high-quality devel­
opment and greater security reinforce each 
other, so as to safeguard the country’s long­
term stability and security.

(50) Improving the national security sys­
tem

The mechanisms for coordinating national 
security work will be strengthened. We will 
improve the legal, strategy, policy, and risk 
monitoring and early warning systems for 
national security, the systems for safeguard­
ing security in key sectors, and the coordina­
tion and command systems for major 
projects. We will create a coordinated and 
highly effective system for protecting nation­
al security and better leverage science and 
technology to safeguard national security.

(51) Improving the public security govern­
ance mechanisms

We will improve the response and sup­
port system for major public emergencies, 
refine the emergency response command 
mechanisms under the overall safety and 
emergency response framework, bolster 
response infrastructure and capabilities in 
local communities, and strengthen capacity 
for disaster prevention, mitigation, and 
relief. The mechanisms for identifying and 
addressing workplace safety risks and for 
conducting retroactive investigations to 
determine liability will be improved. We will 
refine the food and drug safety responsibili­
ty system, as well as the systems of monitor­
ing, early warning, and risk prevention and 
control for biosafety and biosecurity. We will 
strengthen the cybersecurity system and 
institute oversight systems to ensure the 
safety of artificial intelligence.

(52) Improving the social governance sys­
tem

We will apply and further develop the 
Fengqiao model for promoting community­
level governance in the new era, enhance the 
Party organization-led urban and rural com­
munity governance system based on self-gov­
ernance, the rule of law, and the rule of virtue, 
and improve the social governance system 
based on collaboration, participation, and 
benefit sharing. We will explore avenues for 
establishing a unified national population 
management system. We will improve the 
institutions and mechanisms for social work, 
better guide community-level governance 
through Party building, strengthen the ranks 
of social workers, and advance the develop­
ment of the volunteer service system. We will 
promote law-based handling of public com­
plaints and proposals. To improve the social 
governance capacity of cities, steps will be 
taken to ensure that citizen hotlines and oth­
er public service platforms function more 
effectively. To advance one-stop government 
services, we rail improve the list-based man­
agement mechanism for relevant major tasks 
as well as the mechanism for ensuring ongo­
ing progress. We will improve the system for 
public psychological and counseling services 
and crisis intervention mechanisms. We will 
refine the mechanisms for giving full play to 
the role of family ties, values, and traditions 
in community-level social governance. 
Reform of trade associations and chambers 
of commerce will be furthered. Improve­
ments will be made to the management sys­
tem for social organizations.

We will enhance the systems for ensuring 
that the powers and resources of towns and 
townships (urban sub-districts) are com­
mensurate with their duties, so that they are 
better able to provide services and conduct 
management. We will improve the integrat­
ed system for maintaining law and order 
and the mechanism for combating and root­
ing out organized crime on an ongoing 
basis, and we will, in accordance with the 
law, crack down hard on illegal and criminal 
activities that cause grave public concern.

(53) Improving the mechanisms for 

ensuring national security in foreign-relat­
ed affairs

We will establish sound coordination 
mechanisms for promoting security in 
neighboring regions. We will strengthen the 
institutions and mechanisms for early 
warning, prevention and control, and pro­
tection against risks to China’s interests and 
investments overseas and deepen interna­
tional law enforcement cooperation in the 
realm of security, so as to protect the lawful 
rights and interests of Chinese citizens and 
legal entities overseas. Mechanisms for 
countering foreign sanctions, interference, 
and long-arm jurisdiction will be strength­
ened. We will enhance the mechanisms for 
safeguarding China’s maritime rights and 
interests, as well as those for China’s partici­
pation in global security governance.
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Thailand and the whole region. It 
will also help to speed up the con­
struction of the China-Laos-Thai­
land railway in response to surging 
demand for cross-region train servi­
ces following the launch of the Laos- 
Thailand direct train.”

The Thai Ministry of Transport 
estimated the direct train will have 
about 200,000 passengers annually, 
creating an income of at least 67 mil­
lion baht ($1.85 million).

“Operation of the new train is an 
important step in strengthening the 
relationship and cooperation in 
tourism between Thailand and 
Laos,” said Thai Deputy Transport 
Minister Surapong Piyachote. “It 
will also help to strengthen travel 
links within the ASEAN region.”

to fix affected systems, but experts 
said getting them back online would 
take time as it required manually 
weeding out the flawed code. 

“What it looks like is, potentially, 
the vetting or the sandboxing they do 
when they look at code, maybe some­
how this file was not included in that 
or slipped through,” said Steve Cobb, 
chief security officerat Security Score­
card in New York, which also had 
some systems affected by die issue.

Problems came to light quickly 
after the update was rolled out on 
Friday and users posted pictures on 
social media of computers with blue 
screens displaying error messages. 

Patrick Wardle, a security 
researcher specializing in studying 
threats against operating systems, 
said his analysis identified the code 
responsible for the outage.

The update’s problem was “in a 
file that contains eidier configura­
tion information or signatures” he

Travelers are stranded at George Bush Intercontinental Airport in Houston, Texas, on Saturday, after a 
global computer outage grounded planes and created chaos at airports, david paul morris via getty images
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tive of Dubai Chamber’s Shanghai 
office, noted a growing trend of her 
UAE colleagues studying Chinese 
and using it on social media plat­
forms such as WeChat.

“We aim for a sustainable exchange 
and such mutual cultural under­
standing is total for our business 
endeavors,” she said.

Noting that both countries are 
participants in the Belt and Road Ini­
tiative, Zhang Hui, deputy secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Qingdao Municipal Committee, said 
Qingdao will leverage its status as a 
cultural and tourism hub to bolster 
exchanges with the UAE.

With the strengthening ties, there 
lias also been a growing enthusiasm 
among Emiratis for Chinese culture. 

Zhuo Jiameng, chief represents-
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China setting high-quality 
development as its top mission at 
the recent Third Plenary Session is 
“entirely correct”, experts say.

“The transition from high-speed 
growth to high-quality develop­
ment is botli timely and necessary” 
Sourabh Gupta, a senior fellow at 
the Institute for China-America 
Studies in Washington, said.

Anthony Moretti, department 
head and an associate professor in 
the Communication and Organi­
zational Leadership Department 
at Robert Morris University in 
Pennsylvania, said: “That’s what 
China needs to move its economy 
forward. That’s what the world 
needs to ensure it can get its hands 
on better goods, and likely at an 
affordable price.”

The Third Plenary Session of the 
20th Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China con­
cluded on Thursday in Beijing. 
Attendees discussed the economic 
landscape, proposed reforms and 
outlined key economic policies 
moving forward at this high-level 
meeting held every five years.

“It was stated that high-quality 
development is our primary task 
in building China into a modern 
socialist country in all respects,” 
the session’s communique said.

Gupta said no economy, without 
abundant natural resources and 
which had transitioned from mid­
dle-income to high-income status, 
has managed to do so without shift­
ing focus from “extensive growth” 
based on quantitative increases in 
land, labor and capital to “intensive 
growth” driven by overall total fee- 
tor productivity gains.

“To realize a high-quality 
development framework, China 
must continue shifting to a more 
balanced economic structure 
driven by consumption and servi- 
ces-led growth,” he said.

“(China should) continue mov­
ing toward high-standard interna­
tional openings that organically 
combine the domestic and interna­
tional cycles. It (should) continue 
upgrading its industrial structure 
to a more science- and technology- 
led advanced manufacturing eco­
system. The emphasis on new 
quality productive forces cuts 
across these domestic, internation­
al and S&T (science and technolo­
gy) domains.”

The communique mentioned 
“reform” more than 50 times. 
Moretti said this emphasis under­
scores China’s philosophy of shift­
ing from exporting large volumes 
of cheaper goods to exporting 
higher-quality products suitable 
for 21st century consumers and 
beneficial for the climate.

Gupta had expected six priorities 
at die Third Plenary Session: build­
ing out the science and technology

By CUI HAIPEI and PAN JIE 

in Qingdao, Shandong

journey, reaching Khamsavath sta­
tion in Vientiane within the final 20 
minutes of the 12-hour trip.

Upon arrival at the Khamsavath 
station, passengers could transfer via 
taxi to Vientiane Station of the China- 
Laos Railway. From there, they were 
able to board trains to destinations 
such as Luang Prabang in Laos, and 
Xishuangbanna and Kunming in 
China’s Yunnan province.

“I booked a ticket immediately aft- 
erthe news on this international train 
being released,” said Thanaphong 
Khadram, 28, who traveled with 
friends. “It’s a fantastic trip with con­
venient cross-border sendees and 
wonderful views along the route.”

He planned to spend a night in 
Vientiane for the weekend getaway 
and return on Sunday on train No 
134 from Khamsavath station back 
to Bangkok.

Thanaphong has a bigger plan to 
visit China by train in the near 

said. Such signatures are code that 
detects specific types of malicious 
code or malware.

“It’s very common that security 
products update their signatures, 
like once a day... because they’re con­
tinually monitoring for newmalware 
and because they want to make sure 
that their customers are protected 
from the latest threats,” he said.

The frequency of updates “is proba­
bly the reason why (CrowdStrike) 
didn’t test it as much” he said.

It is unclear how that faulty code 
got into the update and why it was 
not detected before being released 
to customers.

“Ideally, this would have been 
rolled out to a limited pool first,” said 
John Hammond, principal security 
researcher at Huntress Labs in 
Maryland. “That is a safer approach 
to avoid a big mess like this.”

Brighter outlook
Recent data from China’s Nation­

al Bureau of Statistics revealed a 5 
percent year-on-year GDP growth 
in the first half of the year, with the 
secondary industry expanding by 
5.8 percent. Meanwhile, the Inter­
national Monetary Fund updated 
its World Economic Outlook on 
Ibesday, forecasting China’s econo­
my to grow by 5 percent this year, a 
0.4 percentage point increase from 
its April estimate.

“There is no doubt that there has 
been an improvement in business 
sentiment, which is in no small part 
owed to the many large and small 
business operating environment 
reforms undertaken by (the govern­
ment) over the past year” Gupta 
said, emphasizing the importance 
of government support on the 
demand side of the economy while 
continuing to deepen these reforms.

The UAE has emerged as China’s 
largest trading partner in the Arab 
region. Since 1984, the two countries 
have made significant advancements 
across various sectors, with non-oil 
trade soaring nearly 800-fold, 
according to the UAE embassy.

‘Qingdao, a captivating coastal city, 
holds a special allure for Emiratis,” 
said Hussain bin Ibrahim Al Hanuna- 
di, the UAE’s ambassador to China. He 
highlighted the extensive exchanges 
between the UAE and Qingdao in 
trade, tourism and culture.

The state visit by UAE President 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan to China in late May has 
paved tiie way for further strength­
ening UAE-China ties, he said, as the 
joint statement vows a bilateral trade 
volume of $200 billion by 2030.

He credited the countries’ success­
es to visionary leadership, efficient 
governance and the unwavering 
commitment of both people toward 
a prosperous future.

“Our collaboration has reached 
unprecedented heights, with these 
shared values serving as the pillars of 
our achievements and future part­
nership," he said. He also said similar 
celebrations will be held this year in 
various Chinese cities, including 
Shanghai, Guangzhou and Beijing.

“Mom, if I excel in my exams next 
year, could we visit the United Arab 
Emirates?” asked U-year-old HeYuda 
at the May Fourth Square in down­
town Qingdao on Saturday.

The boy was among Chinese tour­
ists taking pictures with UAE per­
formers showcasing the traditional 
Al-Razfe dance, a popular art featur­
ing about 20 performers clad in white 
robes, brandishing delicate bamboo 
canes and replica rifles, moving in 
sync to the rhythmic beat of drams. 

“Sure we can,” said the mother as 
her son enters sixth grade in Septem­
ber. They are interested in the UAE’s 
exotic culture and intrigued by such 
content on Douyin, she said.

Omar Alshehhi, an Emirati per­
former, said: “Everyone I met in 
Qingdao was nice; it will be an 
unforgettable experience. I like the 
cool weather in this modern city 
with many skyscrapers.”

Their peiformance marked one of 
the festivities commemorating the 
40th anniversary of the establish­
ment of diplomatic relations between 
China and the UAE, with Qingdao as 
the inaugural venue. The three-day 
event concluded on Sunday.
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UAE dancers perform the traditional Al-Razfa dance with bamboo 
canes in Qingdao, Shandong province, on Saturday, cui haipei / china daily

new innovation system; preventing 
major economic and financial risks; 
calling for high-level liberalization, 
high-standard liberalization and 
opening-up to the world; balancing 
reform and development with eco­
nomic security; promoting com­
mon prosperity; and transitioning 
to a greener and cleaner China and 
a low-carbon economy.

He said the meeting and the 
communique “for the most part, 
seem to meet expectations”.

“Indeed, four of the six key areas 
of reform — refonningand deepen­
ing of the S&T ecosystem; deepen­
ing high-level ... opening-up; 
accelerating integrated rural-urban 
development; and sound macro 
regulation, effective governance 
and controlling risks — were listed 
at the front end of the communi­
que,” he said.

Ill

future. “I’d love to go to Shanghai 
and Kunming. The former repre­
sents modernity, while the latter is 
my dream destination that I’ve 
heard a lot about it, such as its nice 
weather, delicious cuisine and 
amazing natural scenery,” he said.

A welcoming ceremony was held 
in Vientiane on Saturday for passen­
gers of train No 133. At the event, 
Daochinda Siharath, managing 
director of Lao National Railway 
Authority, said the service will 
enhance connectivity and foster clos­
er ties between Thailand and Laos. 

“We are very excited to see that 
our service is warmly welcomed by 
tourists, and so many passengers 
took the train today. The service 
offers a convenient and scenic travel 
option for passengers heading to 
Laos and even China,” he said. 

“The direct train will support and 
boost tourism, bringing conve­
nience to passengers from Laos,

The inaugural direct international 
passenger train between Bangkok 
and Vientiane was launched on Fri­
day and is expected to enhance con­
nectivity be tween Thailand and Laos, 
as well as bolster ties with China and 
other ASEAN countries.

Departing Bangkok’s Krang Thep 
Aphiwat Central Station at 9:25 pm, 
train No 133 carried about 400 pas­
sengers, arriving in Laos’ capital 
Vientiane the following Saturday.

The journey went smoothly with 
efficient cross-border customs 
checks and passengers reboarding at 
Nong Khai station in northeastern 
Thailand.

Thai immigration officers and 
relevant agencies ensured a swift 
process, taking about 30 to 40 min­
utes. After completing these proce­
dures, passengers resumed their 

SAN FRANCISCO - CrowdStrike’s 
routine update of its widely used 
cybersecurity software, which 
caused clients’ computer systems to 
crash globally on Friday, apparently 
did not undergo adequate quality 
checks before it was deployed, securi­
ty experts say.

The latest version of its Falcon sen­
sor software was meant to make 
CrowdStrike clients’ systems more 
secure against hacking by updating 
the threats it defends against. But a 
faulty code in the update files resulted 
in one of the most widespread tech 
outages in recentyearsforcompanies 
using Microsoft’s Windows operating 
system.

Global banks, airlines, hospitals 
and government offices were dis­
rupted. “We currently estimate that 
CrowdStrike’s update affected 8.5 
million Windows devices,” Microsoft 
said in a blog post on Saturday. 

CrowdStrike released information

Passengers line up for customs and immigration procedures before 
crossing the border at Nong Khai station in Thailand on Saturday. 
YANG WANLI / CHINA DAILY
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On track to attain
2024 growth goal
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Two participants at the 2024 Summer Davos Forum exchange views in Dalian, Liaoning province, yao jianfeng / xinhua
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It’s a summer of content, services boom in Dalian

By Ouyang Shijia
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An employee oversees a photovoltaics production line in Wuzhong,
Ningxia Hui autonomous region, yuan hongyan / for china daily

Frontiers for Growth”.
The forum has been a melting pot 

of ideas and innovations, aimed at 
exploring new dynamics and paths 
to global economic growth.

The Summer Davos Forum has 
always been a hub for innovators 
and a stage for the collision of ideas. 
This year, the spotlight was on the 
Chinese economy, particularly the 
recovery of China’s domestic 
demand and consumption. Against 
the backdrop of sluggish global eco­
nomic recovery, these topics became 
the buzz phrases at the forum.

During the meeting, I had the privi­
lege of witnessing and participating in 
numerous brainstorming sessions on 
economic hot spots and trending top­
ics. There was more than just intellec­
tual stimulation. I had the chance to

By OUYANG SHIJIA

ouyangshijia @chinadaily.com.cn

val holiday — a three-day break in 
early June, as domestic scenic spots 
received 110 million tourism visits 
over the holiday, up 6.3 percent year- 
on-year.

These visits generated about 
40.35 billion yuan ($5.55 billion) in 
tourism expenses, which increased 
by 8.1 percent year-on-year, accord­
ing to the ministry.

Zhu Min, former deputy managing 
director of the International Mone­
tary Fund, said during the Summer 
Davos Forum that he noted a shift in 
consumption from people’s needs in 
basic consumer goods like clothes 
and transportation to advanced con­
sumption in services, including 
entertainment and tourism.

Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed that despite the low 
growth of retail sales, a key measure of 
consumer spending, which stood at 
3.7 percent year-on-year in the first 
halt retail sales of services registered

na’s GDP grew by 4.7 percent year- 
on-year, cooling from 5.3 percent 
growth in the first quarter.

China’s economy is still lacing 
pressures from lackluster demand, 
mainly due to a market correction in 
real estate, still-weak retail spend­
ing and the modest growth in infra­
structure investment, said Sun 
Xuegong, director-general of the 
department of policy study and con­
sultation at the Chinese Academy of 
Macroeconomic Research, which is 
part of the National Development 
and Reform Commission.

China’s property investment in 
the first half fell 10.1 percent year- 
on-year but was flat relative to the 
figure for the first five months. Sales 
area of new properties slumped 19 
percent year-on-year in the first 
half, narrowing from a 20.3 percent 
decline in the first five months, NBS 
data showed.

Retail sales, a key measure of con­
sumer spending, grew by 2 percent 
year-on-year in June, down from the 
3.7 percent growth in May.

Against such a backdrop, the poli­
cy focus should be placed on boost­
ing domestic demand, spurring 
consumer sentiment and expanding

Employees work on an electronics production line in Taizhou, 
Jiangsu province, tang dehong / for china daily

Around 5% GDP expansion likely on new 
quality productive forces, demand recovery

relatively strong growth, expanding by 
75 percent year-on-year.

Daniel Zipser, senior partner of 
global consultancy McKinsey & Co, 
said although China’s consumption 
sector is in a “mid-single-digit 
growth” phase, the rate is still 
“remarkable” compared with other 
markets in the globe.

He said the recovery in the con­
sumer services sector, including 
domestic and international tourism, 
food services, dining out and enter­
tainment, is robust.

Zhu expressed confidence that Chi­
na still lias big potential to further 
spur domestic consumption, given 
the potential growth in consumption 
of services and the future develop­
ment of the consumption sector.

‘We need to focus on policy to spur 
service consumption and service 
development, such as reforms in the 
senices sector, and expand opening- 
up in the services sector,” he said.

European-style castle-like buildings 
offered me a leisurely glimpse into 
die languid elegance of Dalian 
Donggang Business District. At the 
same time, the district is also hip 
and creative. It bustles with coffee 
shops, restaurants, pubs and cultur­
al and creative stores, teeming with 
life and activity.

As night fell, Dalian’s vibrancy 
didn’t wane. I found popular seafood 
barbecue restaurants were packed 
with diners, with many waiting in line, 
creating a lively and warm atmos­
phere. All signs pointed to a consumer 
market that is “boiling hot” brimming 
with vitality and potential.

Data from the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism showed the domestic 
tourism market saw stable growth 
during this year’s Dragon Boat Festi-

effective demand, including moves 
to further stabilize the housing mar­
ket and strengthen the social securi­
ty system, Sun said.

More efforts should also be made 
to stabilize employment, increase 
personal incomes, further unleash 
the services consumption potential 
and increase investment in areas 
related to the new quality produc­
tive forces, green development and 
people’s livelihood, he said.

China has already announced a 
series of measures to boost demand, 
including the issuance of 1 trillion 
yuan ($138 billion) worth of ultra- 
long-term special treasury bonds 
this year as well as driving large- 
scale equipment renewal and trade- 
in deals for consumer goods.

On the property front, Thursday’s 
plenary session statement vowed to 
implement well certain measures to 
resolve real estate risks.

Policymakers have pivoted toward 
more aggressive rescue measures, 
including more direct corporate bal­
ance sheet support and a step-up in 
nationwide demand-side easing, to 
bail out the sector.

Despite facing many headwinds, 
China still enjoys favorable condi­

tions to foster steady economic 
growth this year, as the country’s 
domestic demand will likely pick up 
further in the remainder of the year 
with a series of supportive policy 
measures taking effect gradually, 
Sun said. “China will likely achieve 
its annual growth target this year.” 

Looking ahead, Sun said he is opti­
mistic about China’s long-term eco­
nomic outlook, saying there are 
several positive factors supporting the 
country’s high-quality development 

“China is moving from a middle­
income country to a higher-income 
economy. But we still see a gap 
between China’s per capita income 
and that of the developed econo­
mies,” he said. “That means we still 
have the potential and space to grow 
further.”

Sun said China’s economy is still 
in the stage of transformation of 
growth drivers toward new quality 
productive forces.

“Although some of the traditional 
drivers are indeed weakening, such 
as the real estate and some tradition­
al manufacturing sectors, we are see­
ing robust growth and huge potential 
in emerging fields including renewa­
ble energy, new energy, electric vehi-

r f is year marked the second 
instance of my reporting on 
the high-profile Summer 

Davos Forum. The experience 
proved to be remarkable. Let me 
explain why.

The 15th Annual Meeting of the 
New Champions — the annual 
event’s formal name — was held in 
Dalian from June 25 to 27 It brought 
together over 1,600 representatives 
from nearly 80 countries and 
regions. This year’s theme was “New

immerse myself in the charm of Dali­
an, a beautiful coastal city that never 
ceases to amaze me.

Having visited Dalian over a dec­
ade ago for a memorable holiday, I 
was pleasantly surprised by the new 
attractions that have sprung up all 
across the city since then.

The Dalian Oriental Venice Water 
City, inspired by the Italian city of 
Venice, is a marvel. Walking through 
this area, with its winding waterways, 
European-style buildings, swaying 
gondolas and the pigeons from the 
clock tower of Dalian’s St Mark’s 
Square, I felt transported to Europe. 
The ancient, romantic and mysteri­
ous essence of Venice, it seemed, has 
been seamlessly integrated into Dali­
an’s natural landscape.

A gondola ride past hundreds of

China is on track to reach the 
2024 GDP growth target of around 5 
percent given the strong policy stim­
ulus, continued recovery trend and 
gradual recovery in domestic 
demand, experts and entrepreneurs 
said.

Despite facing challenges from a 
sluggish real estate market, still- 
weak demand and mounting exter­
nal uncertainties, China still enjoys 
favorable conditions and capabili­
ties to boost steady growth and tack­
le structural issues, they said.

They expressed optimism about 
the country’s long-term growth, say­
ing technological innovation, nota­
bly emerging fields like artificial 
intelligence and green industries, 
will serve as a new growth driver, 
propping up the world’s second- 
largest economy.

Such optimism may grow in com­
ing months on the back of the latest 
stance adopted by China’s top lead­
ership at last week’s four-day third 
plenary session of the 20th Central 
Committee of the Communist Party' 
of China.

A statement released after the ple­
num said China will promote high- 
quality development, build a fairer 
and more dynamic market environ­
ment, improve the existing institu­
tions and mechanisms for fostering 
new quality productive forces, and 
further enhance high-standard 
opening-up.

Svein R. lyidum, chief executive 
officer, Marsh McLennan North 
Asia, a consultancy, said China’s 
economy has made a good start this 
year with positive factors, laying a 
foundation for achieving its annual 
growth target of around 5 percent 
this year.

“China is a significant source of 
innovation and talent, and a future 
competitive global competitor,” he 
said on the sidelines of the 15th 
Annual Meeting of the New Champi-

cles, photovoltaics and artificial 
intelligence,” Sun said. “Those boom­
ing sectors are gradually becoming 
new growth drivers supporting Chi­
na’s long-term growth.”

Foreign institutions have recently 
raised their forecasts for China’s 
economic growth this year amid the 
country’s continued economic 
recovery trend, strong policy stimu­
lus and resilience in exports.

Joe Ngai, chairman of manage­
ment consultancy McKinsey Chi­
na, said he believes China’s 2024 
growth target is achievable, which 
will contribute to around one-third 
of the global economic growth this 
year.

While dismissing some pessimis­
tic views on the Chinese economy 
propagated by some Western media, 
he said he “definitely does not think 
that the Chinese economy has 
peaked”.

Ngai noted China’s economy will 
not repeat Japan’s experience three 
decades back, when it down the 
path to recession and very low 
growth, saying China still lias huge 
growth potential in terms of urbani­
zation and more productivity 
growth.

“I think we’re very, very far from a 
stagnant productivity level. What 
we are looking at is that the nature 
of the economy needs to continue to 
shift,” he said.

Ngai highlighted the importance 
of fostering new quality productive 
forces, saying innovation and tech­
nologywill drive future high-quality 
growth.

“I believe that innovation will 
remain the biggest growth driver of 
China’s economy. And China can be 
a global leader in innovation.”

Looking ahead, Zhang Xiaoy- 
an, associate dean of Tsinghua Uni­
versity’s PBC School of Finance, said 
technological innovation, notably 
artificial intelligence and green 
industries, will serve as a new 
growth driver, boosting China’s 
growth.

ons, also known as the Summer 
Davos Forum, which concluded in 
late June in Dalian, Liaoning prov­
ince. “China’s pursuit of high-quality 
drivers of production and its eco­
nomic development created greater 
cooperation space for companies 
around the world to work together 
in a more harmonious way”

He expressed optimism about Chi­
na’s economic prospects and the com­
pany’s operations in China this year 
and beyond, saying China is Marsh 
McLennan’s second-largest operation 
in Asia. The company is committed to 
the China market, with more invest­
ment plans in the pipeline.

Tyldum noted the broader econo­
my is still facing mounting uncer­
tainties from the external 
environment and the structural 
challenges. “The foundation for eco­
nomic stability and improvement is 
not yet so solid.”

Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed that China’s econ­
omy grew by 5 percent year-on-year 
in the first half of this year, which is 
consistent with the government’s 
around 5 percent annual growth 
target set at the beginning of the 
year. But in the second quarter, Chi-
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he Resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on Further 
Deepening Reform Comprehensively to Advance Chinese Modernization approved 
by the third plenary session of the 20th CPC Central Committee upon its conclusion 
in Beijing on Thursday sends a clear message that China will not give up eating for

fear of choking.
Some in the West are trying to substantiate their countries’ China-containment strategy by 

hyping up the lie that China is shutting its door on the world. But the rise of external uncertain­
ties and risks has not affected China’s confidence and determination to advance high-standard 
opening-up. As the Resolution makes clear, adhering to opening-up remains China’s basic 
national policy. Reform and opening-up complement each other and are the two sides to Chi­
na’s development coin.

As set out in the Resolution, the opening-up efforts will now focus on expanding institution­
al opening-up, foreign trade system reform, foreign investment and outbound investment 
management, optimizing the regional opening-up layout, and improving and promoting high- 
qualityjoint construction of the Belt and Road mechanism, with relevant policies, action plans 
and measures to be made and implemented.

Tb attract foreign investment, China will actively connect with international high-standard 
economic and trade rules, realize the interoperability of rales, regulations, management and 
standards in the fields of property rights protection, industrial subsidies, environmental stan­
dards, labor protection, government procurement, e-commerce and finance, establish an effi­
cient, convenient and safe cross-border data flow mechanism, and create a transparent, stable 
and predictable institutional environment.

Recently, the country has implemented a unilateral visa-free policy for some countries, 
which has been widely welcomed and achieved good results. It will further improve the conve­
nient systems for residence, medical care and payment for business and tourism personnel 
coming to China.

China will implement the “zero” requirement for measures on foreign investment access in 
the manufacturing sector as soon as possible, expand the catalog of industries encouraging 
foreign investment, and reasonably reduce the negative list for foreign investment access. It 
will further expand the opening-up of the service industry, fully implement the negative list of 
cross-border service trade, and promote orderly opening-up in the fields of telecommunica­
tions, the internet, education, culture, and medical care. It will also accelerate the develop­
ment of offshore trade.

At the same time, China will effectively protect the national treatment and legitimate rights 
and interests of foreign-funded enterprises. It will take concrete measures to support the 
development of domestic and foreign-funded enterprises equally and protect the national 
treatment of foreign-funded enterprises in terms of factor acquisition, qualification licensing, 
standard setting and government procurement, etc.

At present, economic globalization is facing huge challenges. To maintain the security and 
stability of the global economic order and industry supply chains, governments and enterpris­
es should oppose unilateralism and protectionism. China is still a fertile ground for invest­
ment from all countries, and will continue to improve its market-oriented, rale-of-law, and 
internationalized first-class business environment.

Neither the country’s pursuit of high-quality development nor its cultivation of the new 
quality productive forces can be divorced from the country’s high-standard opening-up to the 
world. Not to mention the building of the community with a shared future for mankind.

The country is willing to share with foreign-funded enterprises the huge opportunities for it 
to develop new quality productive forces and promote Chinese-style modernization. In the 
process of further integrating into the world system, China is also committed to promoting 
global economic governance reform, and sharing its development opportunities with coun­
tries around the world to create a better future.

Opening-up has been a defining feature of China’s rapid development and it remains a hall­
mark of Chinese modernization, despite any allegations to the contrary.

China lias always been a willing and 
reliable partner helping African coun­
tries address their pressing socioeco­
nomic challenges. Based on this belief, 
the African Union believes that as Chi­
na aims to develop a comprehensive 
partnership with African nations in an 
era when China is building an Africa- 
China community in cyberspace and 
technology with a vision of pursuing 
common development and shared 
prosperity and promoting the huge roll­
out of the Belt and Road Initiative, join­
ing hands with China to speed up the 
development of the digital economy 
will help close the continent’s develop­
ment gaps. It will also inject more impe­
tus into Africa’s economic recovery.

China’s cooperation with Africa in 
tech innovations has made progress in 
recent years, with China proactively 
implementing tech innovation action 
plans under the BRI and sharing sci- 
tech feats and experiences with 
numerous African nations. 

China has committed to 10 digital 
economy projects for the continent in 
areas such as communication net­

works, data centers and smart 
cities. China has also pledged to 
set up hubs for cooperation in 
satellite remote-sensing applica­
tions and support the develop­
ment of joint laboratories, 
partner institutes, and scientific 
and technological innovation 
cooperation bases as well. The 
China-Africa Cooperation Vision 
2035 passed at the eighth Forum 
on China-Africa Cooperation 
Ministerial Conference, reaf­
firmed the digital collaboration

nomic growth this year, mainly 
because of the overall performance of 
the Chinese economy in the first half 
of the year and the effectiveness it has 
displayed in preventing and resolving 
risks.

The Chinese government lias always 
been able to come up with appropriate 
policies to handle the relationship 
between promoting transformation 
and stable growth. By implementing 
various measures the risks in key areas 
such as real estate, local government 
debt, and small and medium-sized 
financial institutions have been fur­
ther reduced. China achieved its 
growth target in the first half of the 
year, indicating that the Chinese econ­
omy has the ability to digest the chal­
lenges of its transition from old to new 
drivers of growth.

At the same time, it has continued to 
promote the process of structural opti­
mization and continuously enhanced 
the quality of its development, while 
adopting a series of policies to expand 
domestic demand. Since March, Chi­
na’s policies to expand domestic 
demand have mainly focused on con­
sumption and manufacturing invest­
ment, encouraging equipment 
renewal and the trade-in of consumer 
goods to cultivate new' growth points 
for consumption. In addition, the 
ultra-long special treasury bonds

and expanded the collaboration to are­
as such as spectrum management, 5G 
technology, satellite internet, big data, 
e-commerce, smart cities, drone tech­
nology and financing. 

Based on the above, China’s role in 
the continent’s technology sector 
could be seen from the perspective of a 
financier and infrastructure provider. 
As a financier, between 2000 and
2020, China invested over $13.5 billion 
in Africa’s information and communi­
cation technology sector. As an infra­
structure provider, China has played a 
significant role in supporting Africa 
upsurge internet access, making the 
Chinese key funders of ICT infrastruc­
ture in Africa, where Chinese firms are 
actively investing in African countries 
to build digital infrastructure, provide 
vocational training for local people

The author is executive director of the 
Center for Nigerian Studies at the 
Institute of African Studies in Zhejiang 
Normal University. The views do not
necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

and provide internet service. China’s 
approach is unique in that it encourag­
es Chinese majors such as Huawei and 
ZTE to develop local experiences in 
Africa’s ICT space by building relation­
ships and partnering with domestic 
internet service firms. For instance, 
Huawei partnered with MTN to pro­
vide the first 5G service to mobile 
phone users in Nigeria, enabling users 
of Huawei and Xiaomi phones to be 
the first users of the services, before 
other brands such as iPhone or Sam­
sung. In Mozambique, China’s drone 
technology has empowered the devel­
opment of smart agriculture; as a 
result, the Wanbao Mozambique Agri­
cultural Park has seen a 13.6 percent 
rise in crop yield.

The above evidence indicates that 
Africa has not only experienced practi­
cal benefits from partnering with Chi­
na in the building of digital 
infrastructure, the application of new' 
technologies, promoting smart agri­
culture, e-commerce trade, and train­
ing African digital talents for the 
future of work, there is also evidence 
that China has kept up with building 
related infrastructure in Africa 
because the Chinese government 
believes that digitalization can foster 
the creation of new meaningful 
employment opportunities while also 
developing the human capital base in 
the continent, thereby helping the con­
tinent attain its demographic dividend 
and avoid its demographic curse.

iting catastrophic global consequences of potential missteps, former US treasury sec­
retary Larry Summers told the 2024 Aspen Security Forum that “managing success­
fully the relationship between the United States and China is our most important 
global challenge”.

Summers’ remarks reflect the growing global concerns about the recent trajectory of the 
fraught China-US relationship, which appears to be in an unsalvageable nosedive. 

Yet Washington doesn’t seem to have the patience for caution.
As both US State Secretary Antony Blinken and National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 

indicated at the forum, the present US administration is not in the mood for that kind of crisis 
management, let alone fence-mending. It is not only making its own “all-of-govemment” 
efforts to counter China, but also doing everything possible to isolate it internationally.

China featured heavily in Aspen, but mostly as a prevailing security threat. According to 
Blinken and Sullivan, Beijing is enabling Russia’s military operation in Ukraine and threaten­
ing to “invade” the island of Taiwan.

The US secretary of state claimed that China was “working closely” with Moscow to enable 
Russia to work around Western sanctions. While Sullivan sought to plant the Stars and Stripes 
in the moral high ground by saying “We think China should stop because we think it is pro­
foundly outside of the bounds of decent conduct by nation states”

Which is rich given the US’ culpability for the conflict.
While Beijing has repeatedly reiterated neutrality regarding the ongoing conflict and appealed 

for a negotiated end to it, the US and its allies have sought to prolong the hostilities engineered by 
Washington and decried China’s normal trade with Russia as support for its military.

They have been trying to build an image of China as the leading supplier of dual-use goods 
that sustain Russia’s military industrial base. They are hence extending the so-called “small 
yard with a tall fence” Washington originally designed for its technological blockade against 
Beijing to the security realm.

And, not for the first time, the chief US diplomat tried to take advantage of the Ukraine con­
flict to drive a wedge between Beijing and Brussels, by disingenuously saying that China can­
not say it wants better relations with Europe “when it is actually helping to fuel the greatest 
threat to European security since the end of the Cold War”.

Sullivan, for his part, sought to do the same with India, cautioning it against deepening ties with 
Russia and China. “Russia is getting closer and closer to China and as the junior partner to China is 
not necessarily going to be a great reliable friend to India in a future contingency or crisis,” he said. 

In the meantime, he announced greater US support for the Philippines in the latter’s stand­
off with China in the South China Sea. The US will do what is necessary to see that the Philippi­
nes is able to resupply a ship on Ren’ai Reef that Manila uses to reinforce its claims to the atoll, 
he declared. The priority given to the Philippine resupply missions runs counter to his correct 
observation that “de-escalation” of the tensions between China and the Philippines is “the 
most important thing right now” since those missions will inevitably be escalatory.

The remarks of the two US officials at the forum only serve to show that for the current US 
administration managing the relationship with China means stepping up confrontation with 
Beijing by means of its allies, lb that end it wants them to have no cooperation with Beijing, 
whatever the cost they might have to bear for their enabling efforts to help the US to gain a 
competitive advantage.
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The International Monetary Fund 
has released an update to its World 
Economic Outlook, predicting that 
China’s economic growth will be 5 
percent in 2024. That is 0.4 percent­
age points higher than its forecast in 
April. It also slightly lowered its 
expectations for the economic 
growth in the United States and 
Japan. IMF economists believe that 
China and India will account for 
nearly half of the global economic 
growth this year.

The report warned that the slower- 
than-expected cooling of inflation in 
developed economies may force cen­
tral banks, including the Federal
Reserve, to maintain higher borrow­
ing costs for a longer period of time, 
which will put overall growth at risk, 
with emerging and developing econ­
omies suffering adverse spillover 
effects.

In addition, the IMF specifically 
mentioned that the US, under full 
employment, continues to maintain a 
fiscal stance that is steadily pushing 
up its debt ratio, and its deepening 
reliance on short-term financing is 
creating risks for the world economy 
as a whole.

The IMF, as well as other interna­
tional institutions such as Morgan 
Stanley, Goldman Sachs and UBS, all 
raised their forecast for China’s eco­

issued by the Ministry of Finance have 
been and will be invested in the con­
struction of scientific and technologi­
cal innovation, urban-rural 
integration, regional coordinated 
development, food and energy securi­
ty, and high-quality population devel­
opment.

At present, new policies to expand 
domestic demand are being formu­
lated to ensure that they play a posi­
tive role in stabilizing growth, 
promoting transformation and 
adjusting the country’s economic 
structure. High-tech manufacturing 
investment and exports have grown 
rapidly, and the trend of high-end, 
intelligent and green manufacturing 
lias been obvious, which continues to 
enhance the global competitiveness 
of the country’s manufacturing 
industry.

However, in the second half of the 
year, the Chinese economy may still 
face some external factors, namely 
the fluctuations in the global finan­
cial system caused by the shift in the 
Federal Reserve’s monetary policy 
and the uncertainty caused by the US 
election in related economic fields. 
So, the country must be prepared to 
stabilize and expand domestic 
demand and respond to various 
external risks and shock waves. 
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Country will open door wider as it remains 
committed to higher standard opening-up

China’s role in the 
continent’s technolo­
gy sector could be 
seen from the per­
spective of a financier 
and infrastructure 
provider. As a finan­
cier, between 2000 
and 2020, China 
invested over $13.5 
billion in Africa’s 
information and com­
munication technolo­
gy sector.
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Editor’s note: The third plenary session of the 20 th CPC Central Committee adopted a resolution on further deepening reform to realize Chinese modernization, which, among other things, will narrow the urban-rural development
gap. Four experts share their views on the issue with China Daily.

he Communique of the Third 
Plenary Session of the 20th 
Central Committee of the Com­
munist Party of China vows to

promote integrated urban-rural develop­
ment, ensure the people’s well-being, and 
improve the income distribution system. 

The main objective of any income dis­
tribution policy is to maintain social sta­
bility and harmony. Most modern 
societies regard promoting their middle 
classes as fundamental to maintaining 
social stability. It is also necessary to help 
hardworking people achieve their rela­
tively modest goals in their lifetime, that 
is, owning, not renting, a house and a car, 
and sending their children to university. 

The instruments of effective income 
distribution policy are therefore twofold. 
They promote upward mobility from the 
lower- to the middle-income group. This 
is the bulk of the job at hand. Education, 
minimum wages, job security, proper 
pensions for the elderly, and child sup­
port are often seen as important. In 
Western countries with large immigrant 
populations, discrimination on ethnic 
grounds is also a factor to be considered, 
because that could significantly hamper 
these groups’ upward mobility. 

Also, the concentration of excessive 
wealth in a handful of people will pre­
vent the lower and middle-income 
groups’ upward mobility because, for 
example, the housing market is domi­
nated by a few rich people owning hun­
dreds of properties each, as is the case in 
Western capitals such as Amsterdam. 

An individual’s extreme success in itself

emerging areas such as non-staple food 
production, nutritious and healthy foods, 
green and low-carbon agriculture, and Al 
equipment and facilities.

There is a need therefore to promote 
innovations in agricultural science and 
technology to better meet the diversified 
strategic development needs, such as 
rural revitalization and the dual climate 
goals of peaking carbon emissions before 
2030 and realizing carbon neutrality

issue is wealth redistribution, that is, 
inherited wealth. US business magnate 
and investor Warren Buffett once said: “I 
want to leave my children enough so 
that they can do anything, but not so 
much that they can do nothing.” 

But proper income redistribution is 
not taxing the middle class to subsidize 
the poor. The bigger support of the poor 
should come from the strongest, richest 
persons.

Many rich people have made their for­
tunes by exploiting global corporate 
structures and avoiding tax. According 
to a 2021 White House study quoted by 
Oxfam earlier this year, the wealthiest 
W0 billionaire families in the US paid 
only 8.2 percent in tax, and the 25 richest 
Americans paid only 3.4 percent! In 
comparison, people like this writer pay 
49.5 percent tax on their income in the 
Netherlands, leaving him enough for a 
comfortable life.

In the past, arguments were made in 
favor of free market economy and liber­
alization. In many fields, probably a free 
market can help more efficiently to put 
resources to work. The change of State- 
owned enterprises, such as Volkswagen, 
into listed companies, has significantly 
promoted the German economy.

At a certain point, the free market was 
seen as a solution to all the financial and 
fiscal problems, almost became a reli­
gion for administrators. Besides, “the 
free market” was then used as a strategic 
component in places, such as universi­
ties and hospitals, where profit maximi­
zation is very difficult, the religious

aspect for many also meant that being 
rich was equal to being good. Unfortu­
nately, many people nowadays do not see 
wealth as an asset or a means to a goal, 
but in itself as the main objective in life. 

In order to increase their fortune, 
money is used for making more money. 
The so-called family offices professional­
ly invest and guard the hoards of the tru­
ly rich, and those investments are 
usually not made for the general good, 
but for profit maximization. 

Interestingly, the pension funds in 
Western countries often work along the 
same lines as private family offices. What 
the West did wrong is that without real­
izing, it replaced the moral compass by 
our bank statements.

Voltaire’s saying that “with great for­
tune comes great responsibility” is not 
known by the nouveaux riches and their 
lackeys. This issue is being faced by gov­
ernments, which has constrained the 
free market in certain sectors, while 
housing and internet platforms and 
international tax structures are scruti­
nized to avoid more perverse stimulus. 

The lesson for us in the West is that 
not one single tool, such as the free mar­
ket, should become the overall objective 
in society. Even in considering free mar­
ket or liberalization as a useful tool, dili­
gent research by the government into 
the practical consequences for each sec­
tor and general topics such as income 
redistribution in society, can be useful.

The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

low, at only 0.77 percent, far below the 
roughly 2 percent of developed countries. 
Also, 85 percent of agricultural R&D 
funds come from the public sector, with 
the private sector’s investment and inno­
vation capability remaining relatively low. 

Third, China’s investment in agricul­
tural science and technology is primarily 
focused on staple grain and feed crops 
(that is, rice, wheat and corn) and live­
stock, with relatively low investment in

he Communique of the Third 
Plenary Session of the 20th 
Central Committee of the Com­
munist Party of China empha­

sized the importance of consolidating the 
basic rural operation system, improving 
supporting systems to strengthen agri­
culture, benefiting farmers and enrich­
ing raral areas.

In fact the agricultural sector has been 
experiencing a new round of biotechnol­
ogy and information technology revolu­
tions, with technological innovations 
facilitating agricultural growth in China. 
Government data show that in 2021, 
improved crop varieties were grown on 
96 percent of the total cultivable land, 
plots used for domestic crop varieties 
accounted for over 95 percent of the 
total, and the self-sufficiency rate of 
core breeding of major livestock 
species was 75 percent. In 2023, 
scientific and technological 
progress accounted for 62.4 per­
cent of agricultural growth, 
while in 2022, the share of ITs 
agricultural value was 27.6 per­
cent and smart agriculture’s 
market size 74.3 billion yuan 
($10.22 billion).

Information and communica­
tions technology (ICT) including 
the internet of things, intelligent 
equipment, remote sensing moni­
toring, and artificial intelligence 
have been applied to all agricultural 
sub-sectors and segments. For exam­
ple, the digitalization levels of facility cul­
tivation, livestock and poultry breeding, 
aquaculture and crop farming have 
increased to 41 percent, 32.8 percent, 16.4 
percent and 21.8 percent respectively, 
with an increase of 30 percent in econom­
ic benefits.

Nationwide, about 2.2 million agricul­
tural machines equipped with Beidou 
terminals are in use to increase opera­
tional efficiency, and the total number of 
plant protection drones has reached 
nearly 200,000, with their operational 
area being more than 1.4 billion mu 
(93.33 million hectares). The application 
of these innovative tools not only ensures 
the stable and secure supply of grains 
and other essential farm products but 
also increases the incomes of farmers. 

But despite these successes, challenges 
remain. First, the management mecha­
nism for innovations in agricultural sci­
ence and technology is not robust, with a 
conversion rate of research results being 
only 30-40 percent, which is lower than 
the 70-80 percent of the United States 
and Japan.

Second, the investment in agricultural 
science and technology in China, meas­
ured as agricultural research expenditure 
as a percentage of agricultural GDP, is
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he Communique of the Third Plenary Ses­
sion of the 20th Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China stressed that 
integrated urban and rural development is

essential to Chinese modernization, and all-around 
rural revitalization should be pursued. 

The rural social security system provides greater 
economic security for elderly people today thanks to 
government policies such as the basic pension 
insurance program for urban and rural residents 
and subsidies for senior citizens. Despite this, elder­
ly people in rural areas do not get adequate care 
and medical services. In fact, both market-oriented 
and non-market-oriented eldercare services in rural 
areas are the weak link in China’s rural social secu­
rity system.

Therefore, it is necessary to 
improve the resource and multi­
level service structures to meet 
the various needs of the elderly 
people in rural areas. 

Most elderly people living in 
rural areas prefer to stay in their 
own homes rather than old peo­
ple’s homes, and an increasing 
number of disabled people in 
rural areas need regular elder­
care and healthcare services. 

However, there is a lack of 
at-home eldercare providers in 
rural areas due to the shrinking 
of household size, higher labor

costs, migration of working age people from rural 
areas and non-farming rural population. The prob­
lem has become even more complicated because the 
rural population is aging at a faster pace due to the 
drastic increase in life expectancy in China. 

Hence, the government needs to take measures to 
ensure rural areas get enough eldercare providers. 
This can be done, for example, by encouraging peo­
ple aged between 60 and 69 to take care of their old­
er relatives, and those with higher self-care ability 
to take care of those with lower self-care ability. 
Another option is to form small-scale mutual-aid 
eldercare groups based on geographical proximity 
and amiable relationship to proride necessary eld­
ercare services to the needy.

Apart from the government and the market play­
ers providing different eldercare services in rural 
areas, efforts should be made to build nursing 
homes for the extremely poor people, and daycare 
facilities to provide food and entertainment activi­
ties for senior citizens. Also, privately-owned nurs­
ing homes can provide more professional and 
varied services to the elderly people. 

The elderly population in rural areas can be 
divided into four categories: people short of both 
resources and self-care ability, people well-off but 
lacking self-care ability, people lacking resources 
but with self-care ability, and people who are both 
well-off and have self-care ability.

While “younger” elderly people can take care of 
their older relatives who lack both resources and 
self-care ability those who are affluent but lack self- 
care ability can choose to live in commercial nurs­
ing homes. Elderly people who lack resources but 
have self-care ability can turn to neighbors and 
friends for help. And elderly people who are well-off 
as well as have self-care ability can seek the services 
of daycare facilities.

The disabled elderly people require greater atten­
tion and regular medical care, but usually they can­
not afford to pay for them. Such people can seek the 
sendees of younger relatives if they cannot turn to 
their children or spouses for help.

Although commercial nursing homes can proride 
professional and higher-quality eldercare services, 
they are expensive, which means only the affluent 
disabled and semi-disabled elderly people can pay 
for their services. And since most daycare facilities 
charge for their services and maybe located far 
from the villages, not all elderly people can access or 
afford to pay for their services.

Against such a backdrop, it is necessary to strike a 
balance between supply and demand in the rural 
eldercare system by introducing an array of policies. 
First, the government should shoulder greater 
responsibility in proriding effective eldercare servi­
ces, and work out detailed plans to optimize related 
policy systems and institutional frameworks. 

Second, a mechanism of collaborative resource 
supply should be established to provide different 
types of eldercare services for rural residents. 

Third, the authorities should also establish a reg­
ulatory system to provide efficient eldercare servi­
ces in rural areas, improve the monitoring system 
and cross-department supervision, and standardize 
specific service supply patterns to ensure the 
healthy development of raral eldercare services. 

Fourth, steps should also be taken to increase the 
funding channels, and establish a stable fiscal 
mechanism in order to boost investment in raral 
eldercare facilities.

And fifth, the authorities should create a friendly 
environment for the elderly people by increasing 
public awareness about senior citizens, directing 
grassroots officials to pay more attention to the eld­
erly population and encourage people to take prop­
er care of their elderly parents.

before 2060.
Guided by the government, market- 

oriented resource allocation, effective 
interaction among entities promoting 
innovation, and coordinated develop­
ment of government, industry, academia 
and agricultural science and technology 
innovation systems should be encour­
aged.

By accelerating the process of enacting 
and improving laws, regulations and 
supporting policies, the government can 
better protect agricultural intellectual 
property rights.

Besides, the public sector should 
increase investments to promote innova­
tions in the agricultural sector, and the 
agricultural enterprises should play lead­
ing roles as promoters of innovation. 
And the government can advance agri­
cultural science and technology by lever­

aging public-private partnerships, 
government funding, tax incentives 
and financial support. This will be 
conducive to integrating social 
resources, accelerating the con­
struction of a diversified agricul­
tural science and technology 
funding system, and increasing 
investments to boost agricultural 
science and technology R&D. 

The focus must be shifted from 
merely ensuring food grain security 
to achieving multiple goals includ­

ing overall food security, nutritional 
health, and green and low-carbon 

development. While increasing invest­
ments to boost food grain production 
and livestock breeding, funds should also 
be allocated to increase the output and 
enhance the quality of relatively minor 
grain crops, which are often more nutri­
tious and sustainable, as well as fruits, 
vegetables and aquatic products. 

Moreover, ICT should be used to 
improve food storage, transportation, 
and processing with the aim of reducing 
food waste and losses.

Based on the recommendations of die 
World Agrifood Innovation Conference 
and Expo held annually in Pinggu dis­
trict of Beijing, an open and inclusive 
global cooperation and exchange plat­
form could be built to promote dialogue 
among research institutions, universities 
and agricultural enterprises from various 
countries in areas such as breeding tech­
nology, biotechnology, smart Al agricul­
ture, sustainable agricultural practices 
and ICT.

And concerted global efforts should be 
made to overcome common global chal­
lenges such as climate change and 
degraded natural resources, food insecu­
rity and malnutrition.

The views don’t necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

does not call for gov­
ernment action. The
actual use of such
wealth, however, can 
lead to perverse out­
comes. For example, in 
developed countries
when it comes to the 
owner of a large num­
ber of houses, it is the 
use of money to push 
others out of the hous­
ing market that forces 
many to live in relative 

cftyZ lawnotary Poverty because avail- 
at The Hague. able houses will onlyable houses will only 

be used for rich Airbnb 
tourists, not for reasonably priced long­
term lease to students or migrant work­
ers.

The concentration of extreme wealth 
in the hands of a rich group of people in 
a country alongside abject poverty calls 
for better redistribution of national 
wealth. Many use the so-called Gini coef­
ficient to determine income inequality. 
But this is a better method than simply 
looking for expensive cars such as Fer­
raris and Bentleys in a specific place to 
determine income inequality. It turns 
out that in the European Union, despite 
many unsatisfied voters from lower-in- 
come groups voting for parties with 
destabilizing objectives in elections, 
income redistribution is stable. 

Apparently, income is not the only 
important factor for stability. In the 
United States, the Gini coefficient has 
risen substantially, as in China. A related

Eldercare services 
essential to 
rural revitalization

♦
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new US strategy against China for 
third parties? 

First, given the aggressiveness 
with which the US is pursuing “secu­
rity-shoring” in all fields of interna­
tional relations, the cooperative 
relations between China with other 
regions and countries will not return 
to “business as usual” In aligning 
third parties against China, the US is 
inviting and blackmailing them to 
copy and paste the US’ regulations 
and instruments to limit their 
engagement and cooperation with 
China. Second, the US is openly dis­
cussing its “security-shoring” strate­
gy with other parties so they align 
with the US against China, with spe­
cific trade and investment incentives 
to be accepted, otherwise there will 
be a price to pay and exclusion from 
the US circle. Third, the substantial 
anti-Chinese sentiment in the US, 
and its fueling by both candidates in 
their campaigning ahead of the pres­
idential election in November mean 
the Biden administration is increas­
ing the pressure on other countries 
to fall in behind the US against Chi­
na. The US is requiring them to limit 
China’s presence, following die US’ 
decoupling efforts in recent years. In 
doing so, the US is increasingly side­
lining the institutions of its own cre­
ation after the World War II, such as 
the World Trade Organization and its 
principles of reciprocity and Most 
Favored Nation. They constitute the 
basis of the current international 
commerce and investment system. 
The unilateral decisions of the US 
under its “security-shoring” strategy 
are undermining these principles. 

The implications are profound for 
the LAC countries. On the one hand, 
the US is increasingly requiring 
countries such as Mexico to emulate 
the US’ legal and institutional 
actions, such as under the Commit­
tee on Foreign Investment in the 
United States, to limit and prohibit 
Chinese investments under the crite­
ria of “security-shoring” in the US. 
Most of the LAC countries do not 
have the instruments for such scruti­
ny. On the other hand, the US’ “secu­
rity-shoring” measures are very 
concrete. If Mexico wishes to contin­
ue being the US’ number one trading 
partner, as it was in 2023, it should 
not include Chinese value-added 
parts in its exports to the US, other­
wise it will face general tariffs on 
Mexican exports. Bilateral existing 
agreements between the US and 
Mexico, such as the USMCA 
(US-Mexico-Canada Agreement)

However, the US’ way of inter­
national economic and trade 
cooperation is unlikely to achieve 
its intended goals. With limited 
benefits being offered, if any,

regional economic cooperation, 
eventually forming the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Part­
nership. On top of that, there are 
a lot of other trade pacts in the 
region, including the IPEF, 
which is in the negotiation pro­
cess, the effective Comprehen­
sive and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership led 
by Japan, as well as numerous 
bilateral free trade agreements 
and subregional cooperation. 
With a “spaghetti bowl” of coop­
eration frameworks that are hard 
to integrate, the Asia-Pacific 
region can expect more challen­
ges in economic integration with 
more fragmented economic and 
trade cooperation patterns. 

With this all-around transfor­
mation of the international eco­
nomic and trade cooperation 
model underway, the US, once a 
powerhouse of economic globali­
zation since the end of the Cold 
War, has abandoned its principle 
of advancing global trade inte­
gration by reducing tariff and 
lifting non-tariff barriers. 
Instead, it has adopted other 
flexible framework agreements, 
with the aim of establishing a set 
of international economic and 
trade rules designed to ensure 
the security of its own supply 
chains and contain the develop­
ment of countries such as China. 

Looking ahead, the US may 
eventually succeed in shaping a 
“secure” international economic 
and trade system in certain key 
areas where it has dominant 
influence. Given the size of the 
US and its allies, this new model 
will impact not only the trade 
benefits of other countries, but 
also the existing international 
economic and trade system and 
rules.

Meanwhile, global industry 
chains and China’s participation 
in them may also fall under the 
influence of the change, shaking 
China’s high-tech industries and 
lower-end manufacturing, as 
well as the bilateral economic 
and trade ties between China 
and the US as a whole.

signed in 2020, explicitly foresee 
these kinds of situations. It is a simi­
lar situation for other countries in 
the LAC region.

As a result, “security-shoring” and 
US-China confrontation are generat­
ing massive challenges to the exist­
ing LAC-China cooperation, 
particularly in socioeconomic fields: 
trade, financing, investments and 
infrastructure projects have been 
extremely dynamic in the 21st centu­
ry, but also affecting other fields such 
as culture and even Confucius Insti­
tutes, which have been closed in the 
US as a result of the existing confron­
tation.

The LAC countries and China can­
not turn a blind eye to these challen­
ges, in regions such as the LAC, die 
US is still the main point of reference 
in most of the discussed items above, 
notwithstanding China’s increasing 
presence. Not only regional institu­
tions such as the CELAC-China 
Forum, but also other bilateral insti­
tutions with all countries in LAC 
(from Argentina to Mexico) should 
explicitly discuss options to current 
and future cooperation schemes, 
explicitly integrating the impact of 
“security-shoring” in the region. In 
most of die cases these regional and 
bilateral institutions were created 
several decades ago, and before 
“security-shoring”. From trade to 
infrastructure, investments and cul­
tural activities, they will have to 
modernize their effective potential 
and new challenges in light of the 
US’ “security-shoring’: 

Not doing so will not only continu­
ously increase the pressure on LAC 
governments and Chinese compa­
nies operating in the region, but wall 
also generate unnecessary uncer­
tainties in the short, medium and 
long-run, such as Chinese invest­
ments in Mexico and the Chancay 
port in Peru, among many others. 
They do represent new forms of 
LAC-China cooperation that can 
increase in the future, explicitly inte­
grating new global challenges. 
Expectations on business as usual 
for LAC-China cooperation is not an 
option today.

The author is a professor at the 
National Autonomous University of 
Mexico and coordinator of the uni­
versity’s Center for Chinese-Mexican 
Studies. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of Chi­
na Daily.

some countries are reluctant to 
take sides. While the US model 
aims to compete for relative ben­
efits, other countries’ policies are 
based on a different set of princi­
ples and goals: They seek abso­
lute gains and call for economic 
cooperation through market 
access and other commonly used 
approaches.

Moreover, without market 
access and tariff negotiations, it 
is difficult to assess the benefits 
of the new US model compared 
to traditional free trade agree­
ments. Its direct impact is cer­
tainly less significant due to the 
lack of tariff reductions. It is also 
foreseeable that, in the short 
term, these agreements will gen­
erate much less trade creation 
than trade diversion, because 
trade and value chains have been 
transferred unnaturally as a 
result of government interven­
tion in the business decision­
making process, which will 
inevitably distort the market. 

The US’ changes in interna­
tional economic and trade coop­
eration will also have a negative 
impact on the global economic 
and trade system and rules. 

Globally, this new US model 
will exacerbate the division of the 
international system into blocs. 
Unlike a multilateral arrange­
ment for a globalized world, the 
US model is based on selective 
minilateralism, covers a small 
group of countries, and is aimed 
at reshaping the global trade sys­
tem and rules centered on the 
World Trade Organization. High­
ly targeted and exclusive, the 
model selects partners mainly 
from the European Union, the 
Americas, and the Asia-Pacific 
region, with the overt aim of 
marginalizing China. 

In the Asia-Pacific region, the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations and India are rising in 
the economic and trade system, 
and cooperation in the region 
continues to fragment. Since the 
Asian financial crisis in 1997, 
countries in the Asia-Pacific 
region have actively promoted

^6
<;>

Partnership.
In total, the US has spearhead­

ed 37 agreements in high-tech, 
infrastructure investment, min­
erals, pharmaceuticals, and aero­
space, involving 80 countries and 
regions. As more agreements 
have been signed, their charac­
teristics and purposes have 
become increasingly clear. 

In general, the US is striving to 
build groups that exclude China, 
from fostering allies in Europe, 
the Americas, and the “Indo-Pa­
cific” to assembling the Quad 
comprising the US, Japan, India 
and Australia, and establishing 
regional exclusive agreements or 
cooperation frameworks such as 
tiie IPEF. In particular, the “Indo­
Pacific” region has a central role 
in the US strategy toward China 
and the IPEF is specifically 
designed to exclude China. 

There are three main 
approaches that the US is using 
to try to squeeze China out of the 
global system. This includes 
reshaping regional supply and 
industry chains, especially in the 
chip and semiconductor sector; 
conducting multiple rounds of 
negotiations in digital trade and 
tiie digital economy, in order to 
lead the formulation of digital 
economy rules in the “Indo-Pacif- 
ic” region; doubling down on 
infrastructure investment in the 
“Indo-Pacific” region and encour­
aging nongovernmental forces to 
collectively resist the Belt and 
Road Initiative, so as to construct 
a strategic coalition against Chi-

■ J

Su Qingyi is a seniorfellow of the 
Institute of World Economics and 
Politics at the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences and director of 
the Department of International 
Trade at the CASS. Gui Zihao is a 
graduate student of the School of 
International. Politics and Eco­
nomics at University of Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences. The 
authors contributed this article 
to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

China and the LAC countries cannot turn a blind eye 
to the ‘security-shoring’ of the US
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atin American and the Carib­
bean countries have substan- 

, tially improved their
cooperation with China since 

tiie beginning of the 21st century. 
Since 2015, the CELAC (Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean 
States)-China Forum, particularly its 
working and cooperation plans, has 

been an important 
platform for the

f.T broad cooperation
between the two 
sides, from culture 
and sports to 
trade, investments, 
technology, infra­

structure, tourism, and telecommu­
nications. But this cooperation is 
now being questioned by the meas­
ures the United States is taking 
against China. LAC and China 
should prepare for new scenarios to 
continue their long-term coopera­
tion.

At the start of his administration 
in 2017, President Donald Trump 
acknowledged the increasing com­
petition with China and coined the 
concept of “great power competi­
tion”; initially expecting to face 
alone China’s increasing global pres­
ence. Since 2021, the Joe Biden 
Administration not only has main­
tained all of the Trump administra­
tion’s measures against China, 
including all the additional tariffs 
imposed on Chinese imports, but 
has intensified the policies against 
China. Under the heading of “invest, 
compete, align” the US passed three 
laws (including the Inflation Reduc­
tion Act) in 2022 with the support of 
both the main political parties that 
call for less than 15 percent of the 
GDP to counter China’s competitive­
ness. In addition, since 2022, the 
Biden administration has made 
clear that containing China is the 
main focus of its national security 
strategy, for example socioeconomic 
and international relations with 
China and third countries will be 
subordinated. This means that 
trade, investment, culture, educa­
tional exchanges, as well as other 
aspects of its relations with other 
countries will be viewed from a 
national security perspective and 
thus subject to “security-shoring’: 
The US Secretary of State Anto­
ny Blinken, National Security Advis­
or Jake Sullivan and Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen have all 
stressed this several times since 
2022.

What are the implications of this

tep by step, the United 
States is shifting the way 
it cooperates with others 
in the economy and trade.

It has set up a variety of new 
frameworks, including regional 
comprehensive agreements such 
as the “Indo-Pacific” Economic 
Framework for Prosperity, the 

US-EUItade 
and Technolo­
gy Council, 
and the Ameri­
cas Partner­
ship for
Economic
Prosperity; as 
well as allian­
ces or agree­
ments in
specific key 
sectors, such 
as the Next G 
Alliance, the
Semiconduc­
tors in Ameri­
ca Coalition, 
and the Miner­
als Security

Looking ahead, the 
US may eventually 
succeed in shaping 

a ‘secure’ 
international 

economic and trade 
system in certain 
key areas where it 

has dominant 
influence.

« 
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US’ harmful approach to global trade 
is aimed at shaping a system that excludes China
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Guangdong exhibition celebrates iconic Qing Dynasty artist

■XI
V

i

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/22/2024 6:45:46 PM

The color of
excellence

w

Wang Shangbin, artisan

\

'I

■
*

I
4

rd

the painter and can better under­
stand the ancient Chinese paint­
ings, thus appreciate more of the 
creative transformation and innova­
tive features that originated in tradi­
tional Chinese culture,” Chen says. 

Hua, a native of Shanghang in 
East China’s Fujian province, was 
born into a poor family. But his pur-

ning, Fujian and Zhejiang provinces 
and Tianjin municipality, Chen says. 

Many items are being displayed to 
the public for the first time.

It is the first systematic and con­
centrated exhibition of Hua’s 
paintings in Guangdong and also 
the first domestic exhibition of 
original works with his paintings

k. O’ 4^*-.

port from the School of Chinese 
Painting, the Guangzhou Academy of 
Fine Arts. The cooperation between 
the museum and the academy and 
their in-depth analysis of Hua’s paint­
ing techniques guides visitors into his 
world from multiple dimensions.

“With the help of the exhibition, 
visitors learn the characteristics of

An exhibition featuring Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911) artist Hua Yan, 
which opened at Guangdong Muse­
um on July 10 in Guangzhou, capital 
of Guangdong province, allows audi­
ences to sense and appreciate the 
essence and beauty of landscape 
paintings from the dynasty. It also 
offers a chance to understand the 
painter, a representative figure of 
Yangzhou School, a loose artists’ 
group in Yangzhou, Jiangsu province. 

Hua (1682-1765) was known for 
his flower-and-bird, figure and 
landscape paintings, according to 
Chen Xun, director of the collection 
management department of Guang­
dong Museum and the exhibition’s 
curator.

The exhibition, Elegance, Refine­
ment, Style: Paintings of Hua Yan, 
runs until Oct 7 and displays more 
than 70 pieces or sets of Hua’s exqui­
site works, with precious cultural 
relics, accounting for more than 90 
percent of the total, collected by 
eight units from Guangdong, Liao-

Dedication of one man sees translucent 
glaze of Qingbai porcelain make a 
comeback, Yang Feiyue reports.

suit of art was not curtailed by' his 
modest circumstances, according 
to Chen. His painting first followed 
the traditional track, but he later 
pushed boundaries with greater 
creativity. He became an outstand­
ing painter in the mid-Qing Dynas­
ty, excelling in poetry, calligraphy 
and painting.

A video was also recorded to 
enhance knowledge and awareness 
of the exhibition, analyzing tradi­
tional Chinese painting techniques 
and restoring the creation process of 
some of his paintings to the public. 

During the exhibition, Guang­
dong Museum has organized a 
series of expert lectures, on-site 
guided tours and other related edu­
cational activities, along with a 
series of usable, playable and enjoy­
able cultural and creative products, 
to help promote his paintings in var­
ious forms and directions.

Yang Jie, a local resident who took 
her child to the exhibition, says that 
she now better understands the key 
features of Chinese landscape paint­
ings, thanks to the help of the guide, 
and she was also moved by the life 
story of Hua.

as the theme, Chen adds.
Digital technology helps display 

and create an immersive experi­
ence, allowing viewers to delve into 
his paintings to explore the beauty 
of mountains and rivers, as well as 
the poetic and picturesque scenery 
in his works.

The exhibition has received sup-

From top: A Qingbai porcelain tea cup with floral patterns and a Qingbai porcelain 
cup with lotus flower patterns made by Wang Shangbin. Wang sculpts a clay model at 

his workshop in Jingdezhen, Jiangxi province, photos provided to china daily

.>

f Qinghua (blue and white) porcelain is the crown jew­
el of porcelain capital Jingdezhen in East China’s 
Jiangxi province, Qingbai (bluish white) porcelain is 
its hidden gem. Though their names may be similar,

the finished results are vastly different.
Alar cry from the vibrantly contrasted coloring of Qinghua 

porcelain, Qingbai porcelain has a more reserved quality. 
“It is blue as the slty, bright as jade, thin as paper, and reso­

nant like a chime,” says Wang Shangbin, who for decades, has 
been committed to restoring die Qingbai porcelain, which 
dates back to the Song Dynasty (960-1279).

“In appearance, it is characterized by its translucent glaze, 
which glows white with a hint of green here, and green with a 
hint of white there, giving it a jade-like quality,” he says.

The porcelain is also known for its hidden relief patterns, 
which become visible from both inside and out, when held up 
to the light, he adds.

Historical records show that during the Song Dynasty, 
Qingbai porcelain was widely produced in most parts of 
southern China. As one of the first varieties of porcelain, it 
laid a technical foundation for the development of others, 
including Qinghua, as well as red underglaze, red and green 
overglaze, and famille rose (fencai or yangcai in Chinese, a 
kind of porcelain painted mostly in shades of pink).

The artisan, who is in his early 60s, leads a tranquil life 
that mainly revolves around Qingbai porcelain. He drives to 
his workshop in Jingdezhen after breakfest to begin making 
porcelain with a group of like-minded masters of the craft.

They have reproduced many Song Dynasty-style porcelain 
items, some of which have been collected by domestic muse­
ums and purchased by collectors from abroad.

Born and raised in Jingdezhen, Wang has been immersed 
in ceramics and its culture and history for most of his life.

During the 1980s, he followed cultural heritage and 
museology expert Gong Mingxun in studying ancient porce­
lain, and at first, focused on studying and appreciating porce­
lain from the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) 
dynasties.

That was until 1989, when two Qingbai porcelain cups at 
an antique market in Shanghai caught his eye. They were 
being sold by a fellow Jiangxi native, and were a revelation to 
Wang, who wasn’t aware of the existence of Qingbai at that 
point.

“No one showed any interest as they all mistakenly thought 
they were new pieces,” Wang says. “The seller was desperate 
as he didn’t have enough money to return home, so I bought 
the cups from him to help him out.”

When he later showed his purchases to Gong, the expert 
immediately identified them as Qingbai porcelain from the 
Song Dynasty kiln in Jingdezhen. “This sparked my interest 
in Qingbai and prompted me to start paying attention to it in 
the market,” Wang says.

He began frequenting museums across the country to study 
examples of the porcelain, cementing his lifelong love for the 
style. “I saw many beautiful pieces in museums and gradually, 
I began to understand and appreciate them,” he says.

Experts say that the aesthetic of Song Dynasty Qingbai 
porcelain is more elevated than that of Ming and Qing 
ceramics, due to its simplicity, elegance, exquisite craftsman­
ship and naturalism.

Influenced by the refined tastes of Song scholars, the style 
embodies tranquillity and harmony, making it both a pinna­
cle of ceramic art and a significant influence in the history of 
porcelain.

Wang also started to look into ancient kiln sites, conduct­
ing examinations both inside and outside the kilns to 
improve his knowledge of the history and characteristics of 
Qingbai porcelain. “There were still many well-preserved 
examples in the Nanhe and Xiaonan river basins in Jingde­
zhen,” Wang says.

His investigations were extensive, including detailed anal­
yses of kiln structures, production processes, material collec­
tion and preparation, as well as workshop layouts. It laid a 
strong foundation for his effort to restore the crafting process 
of Qingbai porcelain.

Since the original Qingbai porcelain workshops had long 
disappeared, and the techniques for making it were lost dur­
ing the Ming and Qing dynasties, there were almost no traces 
left in terms of the techniques used to mold, carve and sculpt 
the clay.

Wang dug into historical documents, such as the Tao Ji 
(Records on Ceramics), from the Song Dynasty, that elabo­
rated on the raw materials and formula for Qingbai porce­
lain, and used what he learned to practice, trying over and 
over to re-create pieces based on the characteristics of Song 
artifacts.

He also sought out natural weathered porcelain stone, clay, 
and other materials from Jingdezhen, such as burned wood 
ash and limestone, that were recorded in the ancient books, 
to further his experiments.

“Using what I learned from museums, kiln site investigations,

and ancient ceramic samples I found, I practiced the refiring 
techniques used to make Qingbai porcelain,” Wang says.

Through trial and error, Wang was able to come up with an 
equivalent of the original formula.

In 2001, Wang built a Song-style stepped bricked kiln on a 
sloped hill, with an inclination of around 21 degrees. Using 
pine and other miscellaneous wood as fuel, the kiln can reach 
a maximum temperature of 1,330 C, and remains in use 
today.

Then, he found a source of premium clay several meters 
beneath the surface of the mountains surrounding the Xiao­
nan River, based on his knowledge from his research and 
readings of the historical documents concerning the related 
ancient kilns.

The crushing of clay is generally done using stone wheels, 
but for finer processing, manual work is still required. 

“The size of the glaze particles is crucial,” he says. 
If they are too small, the glaze will fail to stick properly to 

the surface, resulting in patches, where it flakes off or 
“jumps” away, Wang explains. “If they are too coarse, it is dif­
ficult to achieve a translucent texture.

“The glaze material must also be free of impurities, so mag­
nets and fine filters are used to remove them. This helps pre­
vent the appearance of black spots and iron marks after 
firing,” he adds.

When the porcelain clay is dewatered and filtered, it has to 
be stored in a cool, sealed environment for aging, which is 
crucial to its plasticity.

The clay generally needs to be stored for at least six months 
before it can be used and then must be properly kneaded by 
hand to ensure it is evenly prepared.

Additionally, Qingbai porcelain requires much higher 
standards for throwing, compared to other types of porce­
lain. Throwing is a crucial step in the process of creating pot­
tery, where clay is shaped on a pottery wheel.

“If it isn’t thin enough, it won’t achieve the desired trans­
lucency. Soft, wet clay can easily be ruined during the shap­
ing process, if it isn’t handled carefully, requiring the potter 
to execute precise movements with great delicacy,” Wang 
says.

Once a piece is made, it is trimmed, a demanding process 
due to the extremely thin shell. Other key steps include half­
carving, a decorative technique from the Song Dynasty, as 
well as glazing, and firing.

Using small iron or bamboo knives, designs are carved into 
the dried clay, creating patterns of varying depths — deep on 
one side, shallow on the other. Each line has a gradient, alter­
nating between solid and hollow, giving the impression of a 
raised design.

“This technique demands a high level of skill. If the carving 
is not deep enough, the design lacks dimension and life; if it is 
too deep, it risks breaking the clay:’ Wang says, adding that 
for glazing, the thickness and immersion time are key.

To bring Qingbai porcelain to a wider audience, he and his 
brother Wang Shuibin established a research society in 2011 
that has brought together Qingbai porcelain collectors and 
experts.

Over the past decade, he has organized 10 Qingbai porce­
lain and porcelain tool exhibitions, which have attracted 
young craftsmen to the art.

Local authorities have become involved with the revival of 
Qingbai porcelain, and the Jingdezhen Ceramic University 
now offers classes.

The brothers also started a business making scale produc­
tion that has added to the tapestry of porcelain culture in the 
city.

“The Wang brothers successfully revived traditional Qing­
bai porcelain techniques that had been lost for over 700 
years,” says Li Feng, deputy director of the Jiangxi artistic 
ceramics standardization technical committee. “This 
achievement is a miracle in the preservation of Jingdezhen’s 
traditional intangible cultural heritage.”

However, the path to preserving and passing down these 
techniques still feces many challenges and bottlenecks, Li 
says, adding that the public has a low awareness of Qingbai 
porcelain, and mass production has yet to be realized.

This all leads to relatively higher costs for pieces, making it 
difficult to promote Qingbai porcelain sustainably. 

“Additionally, handcrafted Qingbai porcelain requires pre­
cise control of shape, carving techniques, glaze thickness, 
and firing conditions. Variations in artisans’ skills and meth­
ods significantly affect the consistency of quality” Li says, 
adding that standardization should be introduced to codify 
techniques.

“By standardizing techniques and archiving them for edu­
cational purposes, more young people and ceramic artisans 
can learn from them and reference them. This will lay a solid 
foundation for the dissemination and passing on of Jiangxi 
porcelain culture,” Li says.

By ZHENG CAIXIONG 

in Guangzhou 

zhengcaiciong@chinadaily.com.cn

It is blue as the sky, bright as jade, thin as paper, 
and resonant like a chime.”

—'it

Visitors at the exhibition, Elegance, Refinement, Style: Pain tings of Hua Yan, in Guangdong Museum. More than 70 pieces or sets of
exquisite works by Hua Yan, a painter from the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), are on display, photos by zheng erqi / china daily
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Boosted by tradition, Yao village rides high on tourism
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Reality show appearance opens up new paths
Despite not getting through to second round, Kazakhstan singer decides to stay in China

to further her career, Chen Nan reports.
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Rukhiya Baidukenova performs during an episode of the reality TV show, Singer, produced by Mango TV, which aired on June 28. photos provided to china daily
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Baidukenova in a music studio in Beijing on July 9.
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capital Astana to study music at the 
Kazakh National University of Arts.

However, her father did not support 
her singing dream at first. “My father 
works in a factory and my mother is a 
full-time mother. They wanted me to 
have a stable job and apparently being a 
singer was not what they wanted me to 
do,” says Baidukenova, who also has an 
elder sister.

Before she went to university to study 
music, she promised her parents that she 
would prove herself as a singer.

u

was once difficult to reach, 
accessed by a narrow mud path 
zigzagging through the hills. Daily 
necessities and farming items had 
to be delivered by cart, says Yu 
Qiongtong, Party chief of Dazhai. 

Faced with challenging living 
conditions and a deteriorating 
environment, the villagers turned 
to their mountains, vast lands and 
culture.

Working with tourism compa­
nies from Guilin, Guangxi, they 
transformed their surroundings 
into a terraced landscape that 
delights in all seasons and became 
stakeholders in its development. 

The influx of tourists encour­
aged young people from the vil­
lage who had previously sought 
work elsewhere to return and 
start businesses.

According to Pan Dexiong, who 
returned in 2018 and now runs a 
guesthouse with 10 rooms, a cof-

n 2017, Rukhiya Baidukenova was 
18 years old as she watched Kazakh­
stan singer Dimash Kudaibergen 
perform on Singer, a popular talent

show for professional vocalists produced 
by Hunan TV.

Better known in China as Dimash, 
Kudaibergen developed a wide fen base. 
Baidukenova, as a singer herself and a 
big fen of Chinese TV shows, found her­
self hoping to take part in Singer one day. 

Seven years later, the 25-year-old ful­
filled her wish, appearing onstage at the 
reality show.

As the first of the international com­
petitors in the latest season of the show, 
launched in 2017, Baidukenova stood 
onstage bathed in the glow of anticipa­
tion. As a hush fell over the audience, she 
took a deep breath and her voice resonat­
ed with raw emotion as she began to sing 
the late American singer-songwriter Eric 
Carmen’s 1975 smash hit, AU by Myself, 
which was also covered by French-Cana­
dian singer Celine Dion.

Her vocal range and emotional rendi­
tion quickly captivated the audience. 

“I was very nervous. I had only three 
days to prepare for the performance,” says 
Baidukenova, who performs in China 
under her given name of Rukhiya.

Although she failed to get into the 
next round of the competition, inspired 
by the warmth and generosity of the 
audience, Baidukenova made a sudden 
decision to stay and immerse herself in 
Chinese culture.

“I planned to return home after per­

Residents of Dazhai village in the Guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
region hang their signature red clothes in the sun to be blessed 
during the Clothes Drying Festival, tang guangdong / for china daily

she was shy and quiet and loved singing 
because it was her way of expressing 
herself.

Her grandfather played the dombra (a 
traditional two-stringed plucked instru­
ment) and her grandmother was a singer. 
When she was bom, her grandfather 
named her after her grandmother, Rukh­
iya. Rukhiya means “persevering” in 
English.

From die age of 9, she began to receive 
vocal training at an art school in her 
hometown and in 2015, she moved to the

Contact the writer at
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

immersed in the traditions of local 
ethnic groups,” says a tourist 
named Nicolas, who visited the 
village with his friend Austina, 
both from Argentina.

Located in the core area of the 
famous Longji Rice Terraces tour­
ist attraction, the hamlet was 
named among the Best Tourism 
Villages of 2022 by the World 
Tourism Organization for its 
breathtaking agricultural views. 

“I brought my children here 
during their summer vacation to 
experience the customs of ethnic 
groups,” says Chen Haijuan from 
Fujian province.

“This is my ideal countryside, 
with beautiful landscapes and 
modern amenities. Seeing villag­
ers in their red clothes in the 
green hills is striking. It leaves a 
lasting impression for the con­
trast of colors,” Chen adds. 

Deep in the mountains, Dazhai

—X*

In 2021, when she was 22 and still a 
student, Baidukenova won the Grand 
Prix at die International Arts Festival Sla- 
vianski Bazaar, the largest arts festival in 
Belarus.

Launched in Vitebsk in 1992, the event 
propelled her to feme and brought her 
opportunities to perform abroad.

It also persuaded her parents that she 
could have a career as a singer. 

“Now my parents have changed their 
minds and encourage me to pursue my 
music dream. They are the best role mod­
els. They taught me to be independent 
and pursue my goals,” she says.

Before appearing on Singer, Baiduken­
ova visited China four times, including to 
perform at the opening gala of the 
Kazakhstan Tourism Year in Beijing in 
March.

“China and Kazakhstan are neighbors 
and we share lots of things in common. 
For example, the people of both coun­
tries are hardworking and value tradi­
tion, especially showing respect for our 
parents and taking responsibility for our 
families,” Baidukenova says. “I am look­
ing forward to my journey in China 
unfolding.”

fee shop and a restaurant, tourists 
love the village’s coffee and milk 
tea shops, which become lively 
social hubs.

“I’m improving my English 
skills so that I can share our sto­
ries and customs with foreign visi­
tors," Pan says.

In 2023, the village welcomed 
708,000 domestic and interna­
tional tourists, generating a total 
income of 7.25 million yuan ($1 
million), according to Pan Ligao, 
deputy Party chief of Dazhai.

Thanks to the development of 
tourism, more and more villagers 
have realized the importance of 
preserving the culture of the Yao 
people. “Many young people from 
the village have begun to learn our 
traditional skills. Tourism has 
given Yao culture a new life,” 
says Yu.
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forming on Singer but later changed my 
mind. I’ve been living in Beijing for about 
two weeks. I’m learning Mandarin, taking 
music lessons and expanding my reper­
toire, especially with Chinese songs, as 
well as making new friends,” says Baid­
ukenova, adding that she is drawn to the 
sound of fheguzheng (the ancient Chinese 
zither) and is keen on learning to play.

She adds that when she was in Chang­
sha, Hunan province, where the reality 
show was recorded, she felt at home as it 
reminded her in some ways of her 
hometown.

The day of the interview, Baidukenova 
had just recovered from a fever and her 
throat was still sore. Her music teacher, 
Lan Tianyang, a singer and voice coach, 
played a few notes on the piano and 
asked her to sing the Mongolian folk 
song, Mu Ge (Song of the Herdsmen). 

“She is a very talented singer and from 
our first class, I could tell that she would 
become a star,” says Lan, who also 
coached Kudaibergen. “In my teaching 
approach, I use lots of methods bor­
rowed from traditional Chinese operas. 
She learns very fest. In operas, there are 
different roles, such as qingyi (young 
female roles) and laodan (senior female 
roles), and performers use different voi­
ces to interpret them. I have my students 
learn these techniques.”

Born and raised in Taldykorgan in 
southeastern Kazakhstan, Baidukenova 
lias displayed a passion for singing since 
she was a child.

She says that when she was young.
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See more by 
scanning the
code.

iff

NANNING - In the height of 
summer, the normally tranquil vil­
lage of Dazhai in the Guangxi Zhu­
ang autonomous region becomes a 
bustling hub for tourists seeking to 
experience its ethnic appeal.

The Clothes Drying Festival, one 
of the most important celebrations 
of the Red Yao ethnic group, a sub­
group of the Yao, fell on July 11 this 
year. Every year, on the sixth day of 
the sixth lunar month, they hang 
their signature red clothes in the 
sun to be blessed.

To accommodate the growing 
number of visitors this year, the 
one-day festival was extended to a 
three-day holiday, lasting from 
July 10 to July 12. Festivities 
included toasting songs, wine and 
folk performances.

“The village has a stunning 
environment, fresh air and it’s 
clean. Here, we feel not only con­
nected to nature but also
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J Kung Fu Girls
know how to
pack a punch
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1Holding the Errwl thorn, a Eisjiaiuie weapon of the Emei martial arts schocf"’ 

nlnernnmiwv; ofttufl Erml Kung FuGltteain ready lorwmtjn^t.iwhaac skllL*

Llwtracf the umter of
pengrAoDgivftintiddiJw.nMn.CT

U jfeyv, whi»manages tl* gn xip, sakl to nrinbcn. 
receive daily trebling on Emei Mountain Isom knheri- 
torStif tin- Emei seltoul martial arts.

In iuktitlon to bwfo vkills and clmnK-Wriuk- l-’rtwi 
moves, ilsev also take specialized training courses, 
including horseback riding, arehery and performing 
urts w5mpn*vUwfri»iftmnaix.vsonsia®ei. Li said. 

Own Wei. another group member, said the young 
women usually train fir three bouts in the monung. 
take a short break al noon, and cuitiiiuc trains ng for 
iirtottu-r^irhxirs

The training is so draining _ Ban once the hhkk 
starts, cvtryoftecticrns themselves up andquirkly jg-ts 
into tii* training mutine,- site said,

l-i N'uofei, another member, said she enjoys the 
strength and beauty that come with martial arts, 
despite the toti^i training. Prrswrance and pai h-rav 
are fay toteamingtlwskilk, which ■will bring ntraejoy 
and a sense erfaL’hfonnneat. she said.

Gmip manager UJfemsaJd itstotest pton includes 
olferingcrmrenl for a 1 "arts program in July to coincide 
with die Summer Olympics, with the group showcas­
ing the unique tiifurm erf tradilton; <5 Chinese Rung fu 
on the interrunforeil stage.

The group also looks forward to eschiuysng ideas 
with various iturrnaitauil martial arts practitioners, 
as sveti as with different tvsksnad rtilturesarousultiw 
woritL to create new works in different Lems, such as 
short ptays and variety shows, she said

With ihe increase In Chinafe overall national 
strength in recent years. Chinese people. especially 
tlic young ixfopk1 of Gen Z, are more iuk! more con­
fident in Hteiruwn tradittoiuii culture. This has led 
to a revival erf traditional Chinese culture and the 
popularity of gaqflwuc or xutttftap.” said Professor Cai 
ShangweL director of the Culture Industry Rcseandt 
Center at Sidtiium University

He said the profound cultural heritage of Enwi 
martial arts. which Ixsists a, history of nearfy 3.000 
years, provides a solid foundation for the popularity 
of the Emri Kung Fu Giris.

tain to stuety Kung fu In recent years, ispesiaJly after 
tlie Emei Kung FU Girts made u name for flumifchcs 
around OiccTMUrtn.

Hc said die Inheritors nfEutei martial ansare striv­
ing to promote the cultural heritage by organizing 
h m-rnariiauil cciiiiprtilkms, nmininp training courses, 
hdcbng activities In sdmofa, and develop Ing martial 
arts-uhfiiii-d tourism products.

The hflw.TiU.irs are also in talks with rnuvie direc­
tors about making films host'd cm the hnei school, 
Wang said.

The Shaolin school earned a great reputation 
thanks to the famg fu movie .sta-aVrt gnpfe,
Wudartgbenefited from 7Jir7iri-c7w .Wcr. The Emo 
school alsu deserves a representative imnic," he said. 

Zou Wfcmi, deputy director nfEmtaShancrty's cul­
ture, s|xwts and tourism bureau. said the Emei Kung 
Fu Giris group showcases a vibrant practice of reviving 
traditional culture.

The pcpuLiriry of tlw Isung fii group lias triggered 
young people's interest in teaming aboutand studying 
Emei martial arts.’ be said. “In addition to enjoying 
the natural scenery and iippreviating Buddhist cul­
ture, an increasing ntinibrraf tourists have inctuded 
L*xjx‘rifiKiiixiitartial arts culture in tlirir travel plaits.” 

Zchj said tiv? city will cany an more ptliiries aiwl 
tne-asures to promote and support the desTkpmenl 
of fjnei martial arts and tlie martial arts industry

I: jilftns to buiEd a majra Emei maitbl arts experi­
ence Imlw to serve tourists visiting: Ernri Mountain, 
lie said.

Abow i-.e: T: i .: i.v o group of Gerwu fltioti Ziucmbois who tun skilled tn traditional
Chinese martial ar ts, have spaitced a ‘super craze* across China, phoios putr.'oai roaffl*»L>

£
Eh

Strong inspiration
ILrinw is one of the most influential aspects of 

trailfouiioj Chinese culture am! mist Cliincre people 
have grown up n\»diiig wtirfo nrft’cLs ami wilcWtlg 
rraranvlatul nxA icsand TVdramas, Tliere is a say­
ing that gueSw “wherever jtiu find Chilicst, you will 
fUKlJin Yougs m^vls“

Jin Youg (1924-2CHH) is one of the mast popular 
uutlwre in GiiitA having raised nrartial arts fiction 
genre to such am artistic level that readers and aca­
demics hunclied a petition in tire 20J0s for him to 
become a Nobrl Pritt? candidate.

Emr-I Kung FU Giris mwnlier U NunfeS »k1 that, 
underthe influence of hcrniother. her favorite female 
am™ chumcler is Huang Rung, a protagonist in Jin 
YtMls’S niWi'I J?/f ij^rtulirflfie Cfnu&trIfrrtxs.

“My mother (specialty lltes the TV drama version 
in which actress Barkira Yung p4nj-s the nic of Huang 
Ri.ingrshe.witl “I reflientbcrhaving.waldK'd Itrtont- 
te$s times with my mother since I was a child “

TIk1 portrayals irfmartial arts heroines, by Ntebclk' 

Ycoh in Aug I w'sOscar-winning filmOwrttwg Tlgm 
If/vgmt and Lili Vifei lit Oixne/s live-artkn 

mmic AfuZun. haw also inspired Li.
I want to foJhw' in their footsteps io jircwirte Chi­

nese nuirtiai arte ai Uw internal tonal stage, and my 
first small goal is to make the world aware of Emci 
martial arte.’she said.

Fellow member Chen Wfei suid she srongly 
admires lilt Y'lfeft portrayal <rf Huh Mulan and par 
licularly likes the diaracteds imnge.

EtTHri fa.'rapjieariiJuvtoariingskiJIs.she cnmplete- 
h- impwsscd me by fiilly tkrnionstraung die unique 
charm of Oriental women." Chen said.

In Chenis miiut the Oriental martial arts hereon® 
not onty fwiSAiss t srejMfo nal martial arts skills and 
exhibit a heroic spirit, but also Imc fearlessly and half 
fiwit-ty, rtfteing tote defined by sofal nonrn,

-C.lriscan also become whoever l hey want to be, 
nr do whatever they like to do. regnrdk^ of gender 
SlcrtutyikSt." St® said

Zhan Kiin, a professor specializing in>ainialism 
and comniunicatkin at the University of Eh-ctronk 
Science and TecluviJoKy of China, said Hie Chinese 
Gen z, who grew up in the era of gktoattojtion. are 
injecting new Vitality and new meaning into Chinese 
ruhural krais.
\’htftas GeitZsbare more rommcm topics aiKl are 

more empathetic with their peers from around the 
world, which will facilitate exchanges and nuilttnl 
teamiilKlretwwi China's lraditton.il ailttire ami for- 
ergn cultures,” she sakL

Zhan saki Wang Wenbii t's repost of Die Emei Kung 
Hi Girls’ video tixeived rave reviews from netiaelris 
abraad, indicating that it is a grxiti example <rfertss- 
cuhural Kiinmutik’Mfoji

-Il provides new Ideas and opens up imaginative 
spart? for promoting China’s nutsLindsug tradiLtoruil 
culture twemas," she said.

Stajrt-foriti dramas and videos Whiefi are welt-su i<- 
cd ui new media ptatfcsins, Iwe become increasingly 
popularin the era of nio*Nledcvfo^andana]| screens. 
Tiny hirt the pXciiliaJ for faster dtecfflliMlion uud 

greater impact than traditional media, Zlum said. 
‘McaiiwhBc, the ntakrup and slajx efforts that are 

yuuthfuL trendy, and visually iippeaW are itlc-d fix 
cftB^cufajjal ewnmtmlcMian.‘slK sail

IL will be mueh easier to resonate with iiaenta- 
tkxial audtenues."
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Cultural vitality
Eimi-i Kung fu is fealured i» the wjrks of modem 

tourtial arts fiction Writers swell as li Shwmin(tetter 
known by bis pen iwwne lluaivhti Uwihu) and Jin 
Yon® or Louis Cha Leung-yung. making Emei a highly 
Influential martial arts sv3kx.i1, be said.

Cai said every culnwe must yvolvv with Uu- times 
and incorporate- injimathv etenienu by intc-graliiig 
other outstanding vultures to inululain its vitality 
;u«l atgirtil arid mtset the sjn ritual needs of fter.>c>ka iti 
the new era.

By blending martini arts w ith other cultural efc- 
nu-nts, such rifi dam. mnsir aixi wsttinwa the l-M-i 
Kung Fu Girts exhibit a strong sense of ntodemity 
and fashicin. This approach allows intangilric cultural 
tierii;iKi.-10 enter the realm of ctflcural constHniMkon 
anti gtviiig it sALs-uiinaiile vitaiityi he said

Wruig LTiao, a national-level inhcrilorofEntel man 
thl arts, saJdpeot'le have been ikcWiw toEmei Maun-
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list as manj, young im tegti-rs in the Unluxl 
States aspire to be a superhero - tike Super­
man. iron Man or Wtruicr Vfoman many 
Oiincse ywngMersdrearn of becoming ttui •«,

or a martial arts hero
In (;ui._ tin- Ernei Kung Hi Girls,.i group of Genera 

tu >:i Zmemhers, Ls bringing new pasdon totradWcmfo 
Chinese martial arts, sparking a ‘■super craze" acre® 
thctxrfiiltty.

Gen Z refers to the generation that was horn 
betvreen die mid-tola tv 1 JDOs to early 2010s.

TheEmri KwFti Giris artitinly pickninHidi - rn 
;i pflomckwitul video neleawd in eariv May nineuf its 
members denKsraratecl the signahne weapons of the 
Emei nwrtial arts schonl. with fluid movnticnls and 
fine trehniqite,

Wang Wenbtn, who was China's Foreign Ministry 
spokesman at that time, reposted the video on his 
overseas sociul media wxrouni iuul wrote; “Heroiites 
out of Chinese Martial Arts nmirlsr Sexi how Enwi 
Kling Fu Girls present stunning mrrres."

Ute video hta received n«mr than 1 billion views 
ux! is trendingm vartotts soda! media platforms.

didn't isqjrct to receive so much aur-irlkjn .usd 
lore- right nflLTtxirdebiit- said Michao Ungyun, bet­
ter faumn as 1 jflxptis, a ctjre jitetiflier of tlie group 
■'rhecmpiiiiHiits and encouragement are an !k»kx 
and inspire us to make nwir prasres-i in inheriting 
and promoting Fjia-lkung ftiuiMi traditawi Chinese 
culture."

As ail inheritor erf Emei kvng fu. u national intare 
gible cultural heritage, fongyun rose to hnernei (tone 
us Wil because of a abort video m which she depicts 
a young woman in caxual doflies taking out Kiirtutge 
Sir stxJiteriiy usxSJiswuttl iiuotltemriuid wirtdsil 
with N Inrilng swifintss tn a series uf Emei ilotirishes, 

Emei. named after Emei Mountiun in Soutliwrst 
China'S Sidtuan provinre. is one of the three major 
schools I.rf I'htoew ntiirifol arts footig with Sh;xii|n 
and Wudang.

llinHEgti the Emri Kung Ri Girls, which is said to 
he da? first female mania) ans inteHMiad property of 
its kind to be cn-ated in China. 2r>-war<4tl Lingyim 
hopes to lead more young people toappredute tradi- 
tkwal culture.

" We arc not satisfied witit sim ply heiug an oniiiury 
kloi group. Instead, wf hope to in,ikc bnsiktlinxighs 
in cultural imxmnfon and expresskm to ph nu m- and 
carry forward more culluralty profound elements." 
ste said.
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Popular Gen Z Rung fu group helps fuel 
nationwide passion for traditional martial arts, 

building bridges across cultures.
Huang Zhiling and Peng Chao 

report in Chengdu.
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The compliments and encouragement are a n honor 
and inspire us to make more progress in inheriting and 

promoting Emei Rung fu and traditional Chinese culture." 
Mazhao Ungyun, tiorn Erne 1 Kunu; Fu Gals
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