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“The suspension of OpenAI’s ser­
vices in China will accelerate the 
development of the domestic LLM 
industry,” said Zhou Hongyi, 
founder of the cybersecurity compa­
ny 360 Security Group. “It might not 
be a bad tiling after all,” he said in a 
video posted on social media plat­
form Sina Weibo.

Some foreign observers think 
the third plenary session of the 
20 th Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China 
offered little in the way of 
changed economic policies. 

They are wrong. 
The plenum consolidated on 

the significant changes brought 
about by policies implemented 
earlier that were designed to 
achieve the goal of common 
prosperity.

The plenum confirmed the 
direction and continuation of 
the most significant changes in 
the Chinese economy since
2008. It endorsed the shift to a 
digital economy. It continued to 
build defenses to counter the 
subversive intent of chip sanc­
tions and trade tariffs. The ple­
num also reaffirmed 
unwavering support for the 
WTO free trade environment. 

The plenum provided sup­
port for the ongoing efforts 
being made toward reform and 
opening-up, which is necessa­
ry for common prosperity. The 
decisions reflect the need to 
protect the fruits of those 
reforms and to ensure that the 
progress made is not stunted 
or restrained in the future by 
attempts to hamper China’s 
growth.

Achieving a high-level social­
ist market economy and social­
ist modernization ensures that 
nobody is left behind by eco­
nomic development. The first 
objective, lifting people out of 
absolute poverty has been 
achieved. The new objective is 
common and moderate prosper­
ity and the plenum policy 
announcements should be 
viewed in this context. 

These policy objectives have 
practical meaning whereas in 
Western electoral campaigns, 
similar policy objectives are 
often carelessly promoted and 
then just as carelessly discarded. 

It is this binding policy com­
mitment and implementation 
that makes plenum decisions 
so significant.

large language model companies to 
enhance their own innovation 
capacities and encourage more AI 
startups to opt for homegrown 
LLMs to avoid potential geopolitical 
risks, they said.

Lunar soil samples generate 
much interest in Bangkok

Admirers of qilou buildings preserve 
memories of architectural tradition

S-based research company 
OpenAI’s recent move to 
block access in China and 

other countries to the technology 
used to build artificial intelligence 
products is likely to backfire and 
boost development of the domestic 
industry, experts said.

The ban will motivate Chinese

----------------♦------------------

Experts say move to backfire as well-placed Chinese companies 
ready to accept challenge

ByJANYUMUL
and MDSE GU in Hong Kong

Palestinians in the past 10 months, 
Sharif said.

“Pakistan reaffirms its unwaver­
ing support for the Palestinian 
cause and reiterates its call for a two- 
state solution that creates an inde­
pendent State of Palestine with pre- 
1967 borders,” he added.

The Foreign Ministry of Turkiye 
welcomed in a statement the gath­
ering of Palestinian factions in Bei­
jing and “their acceptance of a 
declaration aimed at achieving 
national unity”, according to Turk- 
iye’s Anadolu Agency.

While welcoming the declara­
tion, the Sultanate of Oman said 
this “highly needed goal” should 
be achieved by adhering to “rele­
vant resolutions of international 
legitimacy” according to the 
Oman News Agency.

Dina Yulianti Sulaeman, direct­
or' of the Indonesia Center for Mid­
dle East Studies, told China Daily 
that the success of 14 Palestinian 
factions, including Hamas and 
Fatah, in reaching an agreement 
“is due to China’s impartial 
efforts”, which “provide space for 
the Palestinian people to formu­
late what is best for them”.

Jasim Husain, a Gulf analyst and 
former member of Bahrain’s parlia­
ment, told China Daily that the lat­
est development is an “exceptional 
success for Chinese diplomacy1:

“Once again, the olive branch for 
peace in the MENA (Middle East 
and North Africa) region comes 
from China,” he added.

China Daily Global
©2024 All Rights 
Reserved

The signing of a declaration in 
Beijing by representatives of Pales­
tinian factions has been broadly 
hailed as an “exceptional success” 
in China’s diplomatic efforts to cre­
ate conditions for ending the pro­
tracted conflict in the Gaza Strip 
and promoting regional peace.

The declaration on ending divi­
sion and strengthening unity was 
signed on liiesday after three days 
of reconciliation talks among 14 Pal­
estinian factions, including rivals 
Hamas and Fatah.

United Nations Secretary-Gener­
al Antonio Guterres “very much wel­
comes” the signing of the 
declaration by Palestinian factions, 
UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric 
said in New York on Thesday. 

“The secretary-general encour­
ages all factions to overcome their 
differences through dialogue and 
urges them to follow upon the com­
mitments that were made in Bei­
jing and the declaration they 
signed on to,” Dujarric said.

Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas “voiced profound apprecia­
tion of China’s historical positions 
in support of the rights of the Pales­
tinian people” according to a state­
ment published by Palestine’s 
WAFA News Agency.

Sven Koopmans, the European 
Union’s special representative for 
the Middle East peace process, 
said that China has “an important 
role in reconciliation based on the 
two-state solution and a halt to 
violence”.

Dancers perform at the opening of China House in Paris, France, on Wednesday. Located at the Rothschild Mansion in the French capital, China 
House is a comprehensive service facility established and operated by the Chinese Olympic Committee for the 2024 Paris Olympic Games, which
will witness the participation of Chinese sportspersons. The international multisport event begins on Friday, wei xiaohao / china daily

Jasim Husain, a Gulf analyst 
and former member of 
Bahrain's parliament

ByZHOULANXU
and OUYANG SHIJIA

China will likely pursue a new 
economic model to drive a smooth 
transition in growth engines, poten­
tially providing an alternative solu­
tion to the global challenge of low 
productivity growth, according to 
leading economists and executives. 

They said this approach features 
a greater play of 
market forces in 
resource allocation 
and technological 
innovation, but dif­
fers from die West­

ern free market paradigm, as it 
upholds a people-centered policy 
orientation and underlines top-lev­
el government design.

By implementing the model, Chi­
na could achieve around 5 percent 
annual economic growth over the 
coming five years, they said, with first- 
half growth results having shown 
that the country is positioned to navi­
gate the property market correction 
and increased external uncertainties 
as new growth drivers flourish.

“I think this is really very unique, 
what I will call the China model or 
China economic model,” said Zhu 
Min, former deputy managing 
director of the International Mone­
tary Fund and former deputy gov­
ernor of the People’s Bank of China, 
the country’s central bank.

In an exclusive interview with 
China Daily, Zhu said that China 
has made it clear that it would 
build a future model for the 
nation’s economic development by 
vowing to establish a high-stan­
dard socialist market system with 
Chinese characteristics.

The resolution adopted at the 
third plenary session of the 20th 
Central Committee of the Commu­
nist Party of China has set the goal 
that by2035, China will have finished 
building a high-standard socialist 
market economy in all respects.

Based on the resolution, China’s 
economic model will feature mar­
ket forces playing the pivotal and 
most important role, while reforms 
pushing technological advances,

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim wrote on social media plat­
form X that the declaration signed 
in Beijing “represents a promising 
step toward achieving Palestinian 
solidarity, so crucial for realizing the 
rights of the Palestinian people”

He commended “the govern­
ment of the People’s Republic of 
China for facilitating talks” among 
Hamas, Fatah and 12 other Pales­
tinian factions.

Anwar said that international 
backing is essential for creating con­
ditions for lasting peace in Gaza, 
and urged nations that have not yet 
voiced their support to recognize an 
independent State of Palestine and 
encourage such unity efforts.

“Malaysia stands ready to pro­
mote actively all measures toward 
that end,” he added.

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif wrote 
on X that he applauded China “for 
securing this important diplomat­
ic success”.

The world “must stand in solidari­
ty with the Palestinian people and 
urge Israel to end its brazen vio­
lence”, which has destroyed Gaza 
and killed around 40,000 innocent

INSIDE

For just and equitable 
global governance 
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is common 
prosperity

Rescue personnel work on Wednesday at the site of an air crash in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. A Saury a Airlines plane headed for Pokhara 
and carrying 19 people crashed during takeoff from the Nepalese 
capital's Tribhuvan International Airport earlier in the morning. The 
sole survivor was the pilot, prakash mathema / afp See story, page 5
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strengthening local government 
finances and improving people’s 
incomes and welfare will also serve 
as critical pillars, Zhu said.

“I think those are very important 
messages and policies for China 
today and for China moving into 
the future,” said the renowned 
economist, as these messages 
respond to worldwide discussions 
about what defines die economic 
development model that under­
pins China’s growth miracle.

Zhu said that the model features 
two pivotal changes: giving more 
authority and space to companies as 
the base units at the forefront of driv­
ing technological innovation, and 
increasing local governments’ reve­
nue, equipping them with many 
more resources and responsibilities. 

By granting more authority and 
freedom to enterprises and local 
authorities, rather than concentrat­
ing the power at the central level, 
the changes will bring more eco­
nomic activity and strength, reflect­
ing a market-based reform 
approach, Zhu said.

Zhu added that further opening- 
up will remain a crucial growth 
engine for China, citing the impor­
tance of welcoming more foreign 
capital into China and encouraging 
Chinese companies to make overseas 
investments and transfer advanced 
technologies across the border.

Liu Qiao, dean and a professor of 
finance at Peking University’s 
Guanghua School of Management, 
said the plenum mapped out Chi­
na’s unique path to achieve modern­
ization and can provide a new 
solution to the global challenge of 
low productivity growth.

Liu said that China’s moderniza­
tion approach combines the role of 
bottom-up market forces with the 
government’s top-level design to 
effectively mobilize resources to 
confront the most critical problems 
the nation feces in development, 
which makes it different from the 
free market paradigm prevalent in 
Western economies.
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Palestinian unity declaration
£

Once again, the olive
branch for peace in
the MENA region
comes from China.”
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States’ attempts to suppress China’s chip and other high- 
tech areas, Liu said more Chinese companies will choose 
domestic large models to avoid potential disruption and 
risks.

He expects the government to introduce more policy 
incentives to support die development and promotion 
of domestic large models, and encourage LLM startups 
to independently advance their own core technologies. 

Guo Tao, deputy head of the China Electronic Com­
merce Expert Service Center and an expert on the Al 
sector, said the ban will drive technological advances in 
homegrown LLMs and enhance Chinese companies’ 
global competitiveness.

“In the long run, the move might be conducive to cre­
ating a more diverse and balanced global Al ecosystem,” 
Guo added.

Industry insiders also encouraged Chinese LLM com­
panies to invest more in improving computing power 
and algorithms, and accumulate more high-quality 
training data to gain an edge in the global Al race and 
narrow' the gap with the United States on the latest tech 
frontier.

LLMs are Al models fed with huge amounts of text 
data for use in a variety of tasks, ranging from natural 
language processing to machine translation. It is the key 
technology underpinning OpenAI’s ChatGPT, which has 
taken the world by storm since late 2022.

Last month, the US company announced the restric­
tions on its application programming interface, or API, 
effective from July 9. API is a set of rules or protocols, 
that enables software applications to communicate with 
each other to exchange data, features and functionality. 
It allow's third-party developers to integrate Al models 
into their applications.

Although ChatGPT is not available on the Chinese 
mainland, some Chinese startups have been able to 
access OpenAI’s API platform and use it to build their 
own applications.

The San Francisco-headquartered firm’s decision also 
came on the heels of a draft rule released by the US 
Department of the Treasury on June 22 that would 
restrict and monitor US companies’ and individuals’ 
investments in China for Al, chips and quantum com­
puting.

Chinese enterprises should pool more resources to 
improve the quality of data required to train LLMs, cul­
tivate Al talent, and expand cooperation w'ith leading 
international Al companies, Wang said. More efforts 
are needed to make breakthroughs in core technolo­
gies covering Al chips and cloud seivers, he added.

Training Al models imposes massive requirements 
on computing capacity, which wall boost the develop­
ment of the computing power industry, said Pan Helin, 
a member of the Ministry of Industry and Information 
Technology’s Expert Committee for Information and 
Communication Economy.

More efforts are needed to beef up independent 
innovation abilities in the computing power of chips 
and programming software, Pan said. Investment 
should also be increased in basic scientific research — 
including mathematics, statistics and computer sci­
ence — to narrow the gap with leading foreign competi­
tors as competition in the global Al industry steps up, 
he added.
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Luring new users
In response to OpenAI’s announcement, a slew of Chi­

nese technology companies are scrambling to lure 
OpenAI users to their platforms by offering migration 
options and free tokens, the smallest unit text data can 
be broken dowm into for an Al model to process.

Among them is tech heavyweight Baidu Inc, which 
has rolled out an inclusive program for users to have a 
smooth and free transition to its LLM Ernie platform.

The company is also providing free Al model fine-tun­
ing and expert guidance on its flagship Ernie model, 
along with 50 million free tokens, which developers can 
use to query the Al-powered chatbot.

Alibaba Cloud, the cloud computing unit of Alibaba 
Group, is offering 22 million free tokens and migration 
services for OpenAI’s API users through its own Al plat­
form.

The company’s Qwen-plus model is priced signifi­
cantly lower than GPT-4, it said. Tongyi Qianwen 2.5, the 
latest version of its LLM, has caught up with the GPT-4 
model in multiple capacities, including text understand­
ing and generation, knowledge quizzes, dialogues and 
life advice, in the context of the Chinese language.

Other companies offering incentives to migrate 
include startup SenseTime and Baichuan Intelligent 
Technology, which is backed by Alibaba and Tencent 
Holdings.

Zhipu Al, a Beijing-based startup and one of the four 
new “Al tigers” of China, has announced a special migra­
tion program that includes training and consulting ser­
vices, and 150 million free tokens. Unicorn company 
01.AI, founded by renowned Al expert Kai-Fu Lee, also 
announced in late June a half-price replacement plan 
for users to migrate to the company’s Yi series large 
models.

Ending dependency
Zhou, from the 360 Security Group, said OpenAI’s 

move to restrict access to its API services in China rail 
force domestic developers and Al companies to choose 
local Al model builders who have been vying for a bigger 
slice of the market He added that the gap between 
domestic LLMs and ChatGPT has gradually narrowed. 

Wu Hequan, an academician of the Chinese Academy 
of Engineering, said that the number of large models in 
China ranks high globally, and there isn’t a “significant 
difference” in the performance between these large 
models and their foreign counterparts.

“While OpenAI’s large models are no longer available 
in China, many Chinese large models are open-source 
and their prices have dropped considerably to be 
attractive to users,” he said.

In addition, many Chinese companies enable devel­
opers to migrate more easily without making any 
“extra” modifications.

Al startup MiniMax, for instance, launched what it 
called a “zero-cost nanny-style” migration solution, 
where users can migrate through just one click and free 
use of its MOE architecture large model.

Many of the LLMs developed by Chinese companies 
have been able to rival GPT-4, said Liu Qingfeng, chair­
man of Chinese Al company iFlytek, while emphasizing 
the significance of building LLMs that are independent­
ly developed and controlled by China.

Only an independent and prosperous ecosystem can 
ensure a bright future for China’s Al industry, he said. 
“We should scientifically and rationally understand the 
overall gap between China and the US in large models 
while having the confidence to catch up quickly,” Liu 
said.

The company recently unveiled its latest LLM Spark- 
Desk V4.0, which outperforms GPT-4Turbo in the fields 
of text generation, language understanding, knowledge 
questioning and answering, logical reasoning, and 
mathematics, Liu said.

Zhang Xiaorong, head of the research institute at 
manufacturing company Deep Innovation based in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province, said OpenAI’s ban will 
have an impact on some local enterprises and develop­
ers that rely on its technology as they will have to make 
adjustments and switch to domestic Al platforms.

However, the ban will also drive Chinese companies 
to take their own LLM development path, step up inno­
vation, and contribute to the growth of the domestic Al 
sector, Zhang said.

“Domestic Al companies should increase capital 
input in research and development, optimize algo­
rithms, and improve data-processing capabilities, as 
well as strengthen cooperation with research institu­
tions to catch up with their US rivals,” he added.

Liu Xingliang, director of the research institute of 
consultancy Data Center of China Internet, said while 
the ban may have a short-term impact on some Chinese 
companies, it also provides an opportunity for domestic 
LLM companies to test themselves. “It is expected to 
propel domestic enterprises to increase their invest­
ment in independent R&D, and promote independent 
innovation and development of Al technology in China,” 
he said.

Amid rising geopolitical tensions and the United

Price reductions
To accelerate the commercial use and popularization 

of Al technology, a string of major Chinese tech compa­
nies have recently announced significant price reduc­
tions on major LLM products.

Alibaba Cloud, for instance, slashed the price of its 
Qwen-Long LLM by a staggering 97 percent. In terms of 
performance, the LLM is claimed to be in the same 
league as OpenAI’s GPT-4.

Baidu said its LLMs, including Ernie Speed and Ernie 
Lite, both launched earlier this year, are available free of 
charge for all enterprise users.

The lite version of Tencent’s Hunyuan LLM is now 
free of charge, while prices of the standard versions have 
been slashed by 50 to 87.5 percent.

“When LLMs can become very cheap and available at 
any time for people to use, and without worrying about 
investment output, they will become akin to infrastruc­
ture, just like water and electricity. Under such circum­
stances, Chinese LLM companies rail also have greater 
room for development,” said Zhang Peng, CEO of Zhipu 
Al.

The technological strengths, application scenarios 
and training costs of Al models vary among different 
LLM companies, which leads to differences in pricing 
tactics, said Zou Debao, deputy general manager of Al 
and big data research at market research firm CCID 
Consulting.

Zou said the price war will likely squeeze profit mar­
gins of some LLM startups, while large Chinese LLM 
developers will further consolidate their dominant posi­
tions, expand market share, and grab more clients amid 
increasingly fierce competition.

Zhao Gang, head of CIO Manage, a Beijing-based digi­
tal economy market consultancy, said the Al model 
price cuts will boost the rapid growth of the LLM sector, 
and motivate companies to beef up independent inno­
vation to roll out more large models for commercial 
applications.

Major advantages
China has made significant progress in developing Al 

technology. It is now home to more than one-third of the 
world’s LLMs, according to a white paper released by the 
China Academy of Information and Communications 
Technology earlier this month.

The number of LLMs worldwide lias reached 1,328, 
with 36 percent from China, the second-largest after the 
US, which accounts for 44 percent of the total.

By the first quarter of this year, there were nearly 
30,000 Al companies worldwide, with the US making 
up 34 percent, and China 15 percent, the white paper 
said.

The revenue of China’s Al industry is estimated to 
reach 1.73 trillion yuan ($237.9 billion) by 2035, account­
ing for 30.6 percent of the world’s total, according to 
market research firm CCID Consulting.

Wang Peng, a researcher at the Beijing Academy of 
Social Sciences, said, “China’s major advantages in 
developing Al lie in abundant data resources and diver­
sified industrial application scenarios, while the US has 
taken the lead in basic Al research, chips, algorithms 
and other crucial technologies, as well as a sound inno­
vation ecosystem.”

£
Domestic Al companies should 

increase capital input in research 
and development, optimize 

algorithms, and improve data- 
processing capabilities, as well as 

strengthen cooperation with 
research institutions to catch up 

with their US rivals.”
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Policy: Determined move toward advanced digital economy
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The development of new and 
high quality productive forces is 
one of the key phrases to emerge 
from the plenum. It projects the 
Chinese economy as becoming a 
leading light in the technology 
innovation space as it builds an 
advanced digital economy. 

The new productive forces 
include further support for and 
development of clean technologies 
and is a key reference in the con­
text of future economic growth. 
The government aims to expand 
new foreign trade relations in this 
area, partly in response to recent 
US and European Union tariffs on 
green technology.

The plenum recognized that 
China must “adapt to the new 
round of scientific and technolog­

ical revolution and industrial 
transformation”. The ultimate 
goal is to make China a champion 
of innovation by generating dis­
ruptive technology and scaling up 
into high-end manufacturing. 
This is consistent with the gradu­
al change in economic focus 
where economic growth and con­
tinued prosperity come from the 
digital economy.

It also reflects a determination 
to achieve technological self-reli­
ance in order to help China with­
stand the United State’s strategic 
technological containment. It is a 
prudent policy given the possibili­
ty of a new Trump administration 
and its stated intention to further 
hamper China’s growth. 

The desire to further deepen 
reform comprehensively consoli­
dates the benefits of economic 

By MO JINGXI in Changsha
mqjingri@chinadaily.com.cn

part of environmental, social and 
governance responsibilities. From 
the Chinese perspective, it is focus 
on the social responsibility of 
business to add to common pros­
perity rather than provide advan­
tages to elite groups.

This suggests a continuation of 
moves to curb the power and 
influence of large business 
groups.The regulatory changes in 
relation to expensive after-school 
tutoring services were designed to 
ensure equality of access to educa­
tion so that success was not 
dependent upon wealth. 

Common moderate prosperity is 
not an empty phrase. The third ple­
num remains committed to endors­
ing the social responsibility of 
business to enhance common pros­
perity in all fields, including the liv­
ing environment

Ecological civilization is now 
cast as a key feature of China’s 
modernization with aims to pro­
mote the reduction of carbon and 
pollution. China is installing 
renewables so rapidly that it will 
meet its 2030 target by the end of 
this month — or six and a half 
years early.

China is installing around 10 
gigawatts of wind and solar gener­
ation capacity every fortnight. 
The climate agenda supporting 
green growth and tackling cli­
mate change offers new collabora­
tive opportunities for foreign 
investment.

Opening-up is a defining feature 
of Chinese modernization and it 
brings benefits for foreign compa­
nies and the global economy. Essen­
tial to success is strong support for 
free trade in the face of pressure for 
protectionist tariffs.

It is often assumed that opening- 
up is an exclusive invitation to 
Western investment in China. The

The author is an international 
financial technical analysis 
expert and a former national 
board member of the Australia- 
China Business Council. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

Global Development Initiative and 
Global Civilization Initiative all 
suggest that the opening-up invita­
tion is increasingly being extended 
to the Global South. The mature 
markets of the EU and the US 
remain important, but the Global 
South is the area of future global 
economic growth.

The third plenum did not signal 
a change in economic priorities. It 
confirmed that China is commit­
ted to changing its growth para­
digm, from chasing a nominal 
growth rate to building a resilient 
economy driven by digital and 
technological innovation that 
thrives despite protracted geopo­
litical repercussions.

Zheng Wanyin in London, 
Xu Weiwei and Prime 
Sarmiento in Hong Kong
and Shao Xinying in Beijing 
contributed to this story.

reform so that a high-standard 
socialist market economy can 
continue to provide the founda­
tion for Chinese modernization. 
The key features include leverag­
ing the role of the market to foster 
a fairer market environment to 
make resource allocation as effi­
cient and productive as possible. 

Although these objectives of 
opening-up are desired by West­
ern businesses, they have a slight­
ly different meaning in the 
Chinese context. A fairer market 
environment does not open the 
door to unfettered rapaciousness. 
A fair market environment deliv­
ers economic benefits more equi­
tably. So too with resource 
allocation.

The emphasis is on responsibili­
ty and obligations toward improv­
ing society. In the West, these are 

By CHEN WEIHUA in Brussels 
and SU QIANG in Beijing

Contact the writers at
chenweihua@chinadaily.com.cn
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The third plenary session of the 
20th Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China has 
unveiled a strategic road map to 
deepen reform and advance mod­
ernization, which will further boost 
China’s socioeconomic develop­
ment and improve its people’s lives, 
overseas analysts said.

The third plenum concluded last 
Thursday, with a communique 
issued to announce the adoption of 
a resolution on further deepening 
reform comprehensively to advance 
Chinese modernization.

Michael Dunford, emeritus pro­
fessor at the University of Sussex in 
the United Kingdom, said the key 
meeting was “striking in its extra­
ordinary comprehensiveness and 
scope of the reform agenda, affect­
ing every aspect of Chinese society” 

New quality productive forces 
have the potential to transform 
many aspects of life, contribute to 
China’s economic, political, cultur­
al, social and ecological advance­
ments, and drive the growth in 
productivity, Dunford said, adding 
that these are “key to improved liv­
ing standards and an improved 
quality of life”

briefing for foreign guests shortly 
after the session concluded last 
week and adopted a landmark res­
olution covering over 300 reform 
measures in various fields and 
aspects, Lu said that it shows the 
great attention that China pays to 
sharing experiences of governance 
with African countries.

Obert Mpofu, secretary-general of 
the ruling ZANU-PF party of Zim­
babwe, said he is paying attention to 
almost every aspect of die resolution 
because “they taught us about how 
China’s reforms are conducted”

Mpofu said he has witnessed, 
through visits to different cities 
over the past three days, how China 
has achieved rapid development by 
adopting various reform measures 
and policies, especially under the 
strong leadership of the CPC.

“Once the resolution is adopted, it 
will serve as the road map for imple­
menting reform decisions. So, we 
are really learning a lot from China,” 
he said.

Marvin Nolan Fanny, vice-presi- 

By WANG QINGYUN
wangqingyun@chinadaily.com.cn

As China rolled out a series of new 
measures to further deepen reform 
and advance Chinese moderniza­
tion, political party leaders and offi­
cials from African countries said 
they are confident that the country 
will fulfill its goals and bring bene­
fits not only to itself, but also the rest 
of the world.

They made the remarks on 
Wednesday after being briefed about 
the third plenary session of the 20th 
Central Committee of the Commu­
nist Party of China in Changsha, the 
capital of Hunan province.

“Many foreign friends asked us 
to provide information on the ses­
sion at the earliest so that they will 
know more about the major meas­
ures that China will take for Chi­
nese modernization,” said Lu Kang, 
vice-minister of the International 
Department of the CPC Central 
Committee.

Noting that it was the first such

Anthony Moretti, department 
head and an associate professor in 
the Department of Communication 
and Organizational Leadership at 
Robert Morris University in Penn­
sylvania, the United States, noted 
that the communique has vowed to 
“purposefully give more promi­
nence to reform and further deepen 
reform comprehensively with a 
view to advancing Chinese modern­
ization in order to better deal with 
the complex developments both at 
home and abroad, adapt to the new 
round of scientific and technologi­
cal revolution and industrial trans­
formation, and live up to the new 
expectations of our people”

“Chinese people will be the bene­
ficiaries of the work that begins 
now,” he said.

He added that this call to “enable 
people to live better lives” comes at 
a particularly important time. The 
country alleviated absolute poverty 
a couple of years ago, and die com­
munique affirmed the need to “pur­
sue greater urban-rural integration 
in planning, development and gov­
ernance, and promote equal 
exchanges and two-way flows of 
production factors between the cit­
ies and the countryside, so as to 
narrow the disparities between the 
two and promote their common 

prosperity and development”.
The commitment to high-quality 

development will assist domestic 
and international audiences. Such 
development means that China 
will continue to move toward 
establishing itself as the location 
for better products, he added.

“The electric vehicle industry is 
merely one example. Consider that 
China was not prepared to produce 
such cars just a few years ago. Now, 
it is the global leader in exporting 
EVs,” he said.

Jasna Plevnik, president of the 
Croatian think tank Geoeconomic 
Forum, said the third plenum has set 
the stage for China to enter an era of 
high-quality development faster, 
with the support of new and long­
term comprehensive economic 
reforms.

The communique sends a clear, 
firm and encouraging message that 
the country is continuing with peace­
ful Chinese modernization, a social­
ist market economic system and 
economic globalization, she said.

According to Linda Tjia Yin Nor, 
an associate professor in the 
Department of Public and Interna­
tional Affairs at City University of 
Hong Kong, the promotion of new 
quality productive forces by the 
plenum resolution is not only 

parties to create conditions for 
resuming a direct dialogue.

Chen Yurong, a researcher of Eura­
sian studies at the China Institute of 
International Studies, said Kuleba’s 
trip to China shows Ukraine’s recog­
nition of China’s fair and just position, 
as well as its consistent efforts to 
address the Ukraine crisis.

Since last year, China has sent its 
special representative on Eurasian 
affairs to conduct three rounds of 
shuttle diplomacy in an effort to 
resolve die crisis.

As a major country, China has 
been working for global and regional 
peace, which was demonstrated by 
its recent facilitation of reconcilia­
tion talks between 14 Palestinian fac­
tions, Chen said, adding that 
Ukraine values die instrumental role 
China plays in efforts to resolve the 
Ukraine crisis.

During Wednesday’s talks, Wang 
and Kuleba also called for the fur­
ther enhancement of bilateral ties.

China and Ukraine, which estab­
lished a strategic partnership in 2011, 
are friendly to each other, respect and 
treat each other equally, and have 
kept promoting mutually beneficial 
cooperation, Wang said.

Both countries should maintain 
communications and exchanges and 
carry on their traditional friendship, 
Wang said, adding that China will con­
tinue to expand food imports from 
Ukraine, and work with it to maintain 
smooth logistics corridors and inter­
national food security.

Kuleba said Ukraine supports Chi­
na’s position over the Taiwan ques­
tion, and will continue to adhere to 
the one-China policy. Ukraine hopes 
to stimulate cooperation with China 
in various fields, including trade and 
agriculture, Kuleba added.

China is the largest trade partner 
of Ukraine, which was among the 
first countries to have supported 
and participated in Belt and Road 
cooperation.

In the first half of this year, bilat­
eral trade increased by 17.4 percent 
to about $4.5 billion, statistics from 
the General Administration of Cus­
toms showed.

He believes that the goals set in 
the resolution will surely be accom­
plished. “I think this is not a chal­
lenge for China because Chinese 
people have the will, the leadership 
and the political stability and also 
the good governance (for realizing 
them),” Boudali added.

Maged Refaat Aboulmagd, an 
ambassador member of the Egyp­
tian Council for Foreign Affairs, said 
he was quite astonished when he 
read about the resolution during his 
flight to China.

‘When China talks about the 
intention (to make reforms), it gets 
really serious in the fields of high- 
tech technology and high-quality 
innovation,” he said, noting that the 
main purpose of the reforms is about 
creating better fives and meeting 
aspirations of the people.

“I think most of the world will be 
watching really how China is trying 
to reinvent itself and to reinvent 
how it is perceived in the world ... 
because determined people make 
change,” he said.

dent of the United Seychelles politi­
cal party, said he was happy to know 
that some of the reform measures as 
outlined in the resolution are about 
the environment and ecosystem.

As Seychelles has embarked on a 
strategy for sustainable develop­
ment called “Blue Economy”, Fanny 
said that “China can also get 
involved with us to help us in 
achieving this endeavor and to pio­
neer the blue economy’:

The young leader also said China’s 
commitment to promoting unilateral 
opening-up to the world’s least deve­
loped countries will certainly benefit 
African countries through coopera­
tion with China in terms of infrastruc­
ture, industrial capacity; training and 
education, among others.

Khalid Boudali, presiding officerof 
the African Union Economic Social 
and Cultural Council, said that China 
has been committed to opening-up. 

“As we land here in China, we have 
seen that the Chinese cities are very 
well developed, very secure, with 
spectacular infrastructure,” he said.

about developing high-end tech­
nology, but also about strengthen­
ing innovation.

Innovation doesn’t necessarily 
mean using state-of-the-art tech­
nology, but could also mean the 
smart application of existing tech­
nologies, Tjia said, noting that Chi­
na is focusing on how technology 
can be used to benefit a greater 
number of people.

Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, CEO of 
the Asian Institute of Eco-civiliza- 
tion Research and Development in 
Pakistan, said the plenum resolu­
tion shows that China is launching 
a comprehensive governance mod­
ernization program.

China has made great efforts to 
strengthen and advance whole­
process people’s democracy, he 
said, adding that Chinese democra­
cy ensures inclusiveness, continui­
ty of interaction among the Party, 
the government and the people, 
and rules-based governance.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right) shakes hands with Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba during their meeting on Wednes­
day in Guangzhou, Guangdong province, lu hanxin / xinhua

China and Ukraine on Wednes­
day expressed their hopes to 
address the Ukraine crisis through 
talks, while pledging to further con­
solidate mutual trust and pragmatic 
cooperation, as their foreign minis­
ters met in Guangzhou, Guangdong 
province.

The meeting was held on the sec­
ond day of Ukrainian Foreign Minis­
ter Dmytro Kuleba’s four-day visit to 
China, which is also his first visit to 
China since he took office in 2020.

China is always firmly committed 
to a political settlement of the 
Ukraine crisis, which has entered its 
third year and still risks escalation 
and spillover, Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi said.

Noting that both Ukraine and Rus­
sia have shown willingness for nego­
tiations, Wang said that though the 
conditions and timing are not yet 
mature, China supports all efforts 
conducive to peace, and hopes to con­
tinue to play a constructive role in 
promoting a cease-fire and resuming 
peace talks.

Kuleba said Ukraine highly appre­
ciates China’s active and construct­
ive role in promoting peace and 
maintaining the international order. 

Ukraine values China’s opinions, 
and has carefully studied the six 
common understandings jointly 
proposed by China and Brazil.

Ukraine is willing and ready to 
have talks with Russia, Kuleba said, 
adding that the talks should be 
rational, substantive and aimed at 
achieving a just and lasting peace.

China has always held a position 
for a peaceful resolution of the 
Ukraine crisis, saying that a political 
settlement is the only way out.

In May, China and Brazil issued six 
common understandings on the polit­
ical settlement of the crisis, which has 
garnered a positive response from 
over 100 countries.

In the document, they called for 
avoiding the expansion and escala­
tion of the crisis, as well as provoca­
tion by any party, and urged all

Displaced
Palestinians play 
soccer on Tuesday 
in the courtyard 
of a school run by 
the United Nations 
that now houses 
refugees in Jabalia, 
in the northern 
Gaza Strip. 
Spectators pulled 
out chairs and 
leaned over from 
balconies to cheer 
for the two teams. 
The compound 
was badly affected 
by an Israeli 
airstrike in May. 
OMAR AL-QATTAA / AFP

Game
is on
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Foreign ministers call for addressing conflict 
through talks, enhancing bilateral relations
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By ZHAO RULKUE in Jinan 
zhaoruixue@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHANG YI in Suzhou, Jiangsu 
zhangyil@chiTiadaily.com.cn

By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai 
zhouwenting@chinadaily.com.cn

The Chinese mainland is willing 
to share opportunities during its 
modernization process with Taiwan 
compatriots, a senior official said 
while meeting with Taiwan entre­
preneurs and young people at a 
summit in Jiangsu province.

Song Tao, who is head of the Tai­
wan Work Office of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee 
and the Taiwan Affairs Office of the 
State Council, said that the third 
plenary session of the 20th Central 
Committee of die CPC, which con­
cluded last week, proposed over 
300 reform measures that wall pro­
tide strong impetus for the coun­
try’s modernization and create 
better conditions for Taiwan com­
patriots and businesses to thrive on 
the mainland.

The meeting also said that the 
mainland will improve institutions 
and policies to promote economic 
and cultural exchanges and coopera­
tion across the Taiwan Strait and 
advance integrated cross-Strait 
development.

Song told the Taiwan representa­
tives to firmly uphold the stance 

a headache sometimes,” Lo said. 
“Physical examinations showed 
that I suffered from changes in cer­
vical spine curvature.

‘Traction treatment works for 
me as it’s helping me recover the 
correct curvature. Also, I wear a col­
lar at home to keep me from look­
ing down.”

Doctors suggested people use a 
phone holder to put smartphones 
on a desk, and recommended 
against using a phone while lying 
down.

Zhu Yi, a doctor from the hospi­
tal’s department of acupuncture, 
moxibustion and tuina (a form of 
Chinese therapeutic massage), 
which are all traditional Chinese 
medicine treatments, said the use 
of air conditioning in summer is 
another important factor in the 
development of neck and shoul­
der ailments.

“TCM treatment discharges 
hanqi from our bodies’ meridian 
pathways through cupping, acu­
puncture and moxibustion, so that 
the inside of meridians will be 
smooth, and the pain in muscles 
will be relieved,” he said. Hanqi 
refers to a type of cold pathogenic 
factor that is believed to invade the 
body and cause various health 
problems.

“Nowadays, the largest patient 
community resorting to traction 
treatment is those between age 30 
and 50, whereas it was those age 
50 or above a decade ago, when 
electronic products were not so 
popular.

“I’ve received two patients as 
young as 7 lately. X-rays showed 
straightening of their cervical spine 
curvature.”

She said muscles of the neck and 
shoulders wall become quite tense if 
someone hunches over a smart­
phone for around 40 minutes.

Wang Yin, a rehabilitation ther­
apist at the department, which 
receives around 500 patients for 
traction treatment each week, 
said the pain in the lumbar verte­
brae is, in most cases, caused by 
the straining of lumbar muscles, 
and is closely related to the habit 
of sitting for a long time without 
walking around or stretching 
muscles.

Traction treatment at hospital, 

ft

wan Strait, is leading a group of 
young Taiwan visitors on a tour of 
Suzhou.

She said the itinerary was planned 
by members of the post-2000 gener­
ation in the group after searching on 
mainland social media platforms.

Such social media platforms have 
broken the boundaries of the Tai­
wan Strait, leading to an increasing 
curiosity about the mainland 
among young people, Su said, add­
ing that “this lias made the Demo­
cratic Progressive Party authorities 
fearful that their lies about the 
mainland will be exposed”

She criticized the island’s DPP 
authorities for disregarding the 
desire of people on both sides of the 
Strait for exchanges and even creat­
ing confrontations, including recent­
ly warning about travel to the 
mainland.

Tn times of difficulty, cross-Strait 
exchanges are even more precious 
because young people are more will­
ing to believe in the truth they see for 
themselves,” she said.

that both sides belong to one Chi­
na, resolutely oppose “Taiwan 
independence” and encourage 
more young people from Taiwan to 
engage in the construction of the 
mainland.

His remarks were made during a 
cross-Strait young entrepreneurs 
summit attended by over 350 guests. 
It is being held in Kunshan, which 
has a relatively high concentration 
of Taiwan-funded enterprises.

The five-day event, which started 
on Sunday, includes seminars for 
young people to share views on jobs 
and businesses, and trips to various 
cities to learn about the latest tech­
nologies such as the metaverse and 
Al, as well as local cultures.

Liu Chao-shiuan, chairman of the 
Taiwan-based council of the summit 
for entrepreneurs across the Taiwan 
Strait, said while visiting Jiangsu 
that the CPC meeting has attracted 
worldwide attention, and the infor­
mation released is inspiring.

The vast majority of Taiwan com­
patriots have been participants, wit­
nesses and beneficiaries of the 
achievements made in the past dec­
ades, he said, adding that the further 
reform and expansion of opening-up 
on the mainland will provide Taiwan

which lasts 20 minutes each time 
and requires seven treatments for a 
course, can help stretch and relax 
the muscles, Wang said.

“If the muscles are stiff, they will 
compress the cervical spine,” she 
said. “And over time, it will com­
press the nerves of the cervical 
spine.”

Some people may even experi­
ence displacement of the cervical 
spine if one side of the neck muscle 
is stiff and the other side is not, she 
added.

Wang said the red light in the 
photos is infrared radiation for 
treatment, which promotes local 
blood circulation and relieves mus­
cle tension. Traction treatment and 
infrared radiation work better 
when combined.

Lo Wai-wun, from Hong Kong, 
was one of die patients receiving 
the treatment on Tuesday. The 
26-year-old, who works in the 
internet industry in Shanghai, 
said she often has to sit in front of 
a laptop for hours while working. 
That aggravates the pain in her 
neck she has experienced since 
senior middle school as a result of 
studying very hard.

“Neck pain has become a trouble 
for me since around 22, as it would 
spread to my shoulders and trigger 

in Beijing that die people in Tai­
wan see very clearly diat the US 
always prioritizes so-called US 
interests and Taiwan will not be 
an exception.

Zhu said that the DPP authorities 
on the island willingly act as a 
“pawn” and stubbornly “rely on die 
US to seek independence” And the 
“pawn” will ultimately become a 
“discarded piece”

“The Democratic Progressive 
Party authorities have no princi­
ples, no bottom line and cater to 
external forces, walking on a 
treacherous path of selling out and 
harming Taiwan, pushing Taiwan 
into a dangerous situation and 
bringing great harm to die people 
of Taiwan,” she said.

It has been reported by Taiwan 
media that many temples in Tai­
wan have been asked to sign agree­
ments to store ammunition, 
causing panic and questioning.

Zhu responded that more Taiwan 
people strongly oppose and are dis­
satisfied with the DPP authorities 
for hyping up the “mainland 
threat” and squandering Taiwan 
people’s hard-earned money to buy 
weapons from the US.

Taiwan is a pawn of the United 
States and will ultimately be aban­
doned, a Chinese mainland spokes­
woman and pro-reunification 
groups in Taiwan said after US 
Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Ttump demanded that Tai­
wan pay more for its “defense”

Taiwan should pay the US for its 
“defense” as it does not give his 
country anything, Trump told 
Bloomberg Businessweek in a 
recent interview.

The Trump team has recently 
discussed the Taiwan question 
multiple times. There are also 
members of his team reportedly 
talking about demanding that 
Taiwan increase its defense 
spending to 5 percent of its GDP. 

The topic aroused heated dis­
cussions on the island. Taiwan’s 
pro-reunification political parties 
and groups said in a joint state­
ment recently tiiat US elections 
should not interfere in the ques­
tion of China’s reunification, 
which is China’s internal affair.

Trump’s remarks are actually 
naked hegemonic interference 
and extortion, they said.

“Clearly, the US military-indus­
trial complex and political groups 
are calculating for their next four- 
year term in the arms business,” 
they said. “This is completely 
contrary to the people’s demands 
for improving tiieir livelihoods 
and increasing social welfare, 
and harms the common home­
land of the Chinese people on 
both sides of the Taiwan Strait.”

Zhu Fenglian, a spokeswoman 
for the Taiwan Affairs Office of the 
State Council, said on Wednesday

China issues year’s first 
red alert for typhoon
China’s National Meteorological 
Center issued a red alert, the high­
est level, for Typhoon Gaemi at 10 
am on Wednesday. It was the first 
red alert for a typhoon issued this 
year. Typhoon Gaemi, the third 
typhoon of the year, is expected to 
make landfall along the coast of 
central and northern Taiwan 
Island on Wednesday night. After 
crossing the island, it is projected 
to make a second landfall between 
Thursday afternoon and night 
along the coast between Fuding 
and Jinjiang in East China’s Fujian 
province, the center said. The 
typhoon will further affect eastern 
parts of China, bringing rain­
storms, the center said. Meteoro­
logical experts warned ships in the 
areas to return to ports and people 
to suspend outdoor activities.

3 dead, 3 injured in
Hebei house explosion 

Three people were killed and three 
others injured following an explo­
sion at a house in Handan in 
North China’s Hebei province on 
Wednesday morning, according to 
local authorities. The explosion 
happened at around 6:05 am at a 
house in Yecheng township in Lin- 
zhang county, the Handan emer­
gency management bureau said. 
According to the county’s emer­
gency management authorities, 
the explosion severely damaged 
the house and nearby vehicles, and 
shattered the windows of nearby 
houses. The injured are receiving 
treatment at hospital and do not 
have life-threatening injuries. An 
investigation into the cause of the 
incident is undeiway.

businesses and enterprises with 
more opportunities.

Pao Yi-jie, who is studying business 
management at Tunghai University 
in Taiwan, secured an internship 
opportunity at a company in Suzhou 
through channels provided at a sum­
mit this summer, as she wants to 
understand the mainland workplace 
and is considering seeking employ­
ment here after graduation.

In her spare time, she enjoys 
using the mainland social media 
platform Xiaohongshu to explore 
posts about travel, food, beauty and 
other aspects of mainland culture. 
She has also read about the famous 
Zhouzhuang water town in Suzhou 
on the platform.

“Zhouzhuang’s scenery is just as it 
is described in Chinese textbooks, 
small bridges, flowing water and 
quaint houses,” she said, “I’m look­
ing forward to going there to take 
some nice photos.”

Su Heng, chairwoman of the 
island-based Economic and Trade 
Exchange Association across the Tai­

Zhu Fenglian, spokeswoman 
for the Taiwan Affairs Office of 
the State Council 
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“Students pursuing degrees in 
public affairs management, who 
previously had to physically visit 
government offices to grasp insur­
ance procedures, can now gain com­
prehensive insights into the 
intricacies of insurance operations 
through the virtual environment 
facilitated by the Al model,” she said, 
adding students have also enhanced 
tiieir understanding and proficiency 
in various subjects through interac­
tive engagements with the model.

Jia said several universities and 
colleges have expressed interest in 
utilizing and developing the Al 
model.

“Widespread adoption of the Al 
model wall continuously enrich the 
model, enabling it to provide 
increasingly accurate responses to 
user prompts,” Jia said.

The Al model is a collaborative 
research and development effort 
between the university and enter­
prises.

In the upcoming fall semester, 
the school will offer the general 
course Introduction to Artificial 
Intelligence to all freshmen. The 
initiative aims to enhance stu­
dents’ proficiency in leveraging 
artificial intelligence to address 
challenges within their respective 
fields and foster adaptability and 
creativity in intelligent environ­
ments, said Hong Junjie, president 
of the university.

A Taiwan compatriot interacts with a performer dressed as Monkey 
King in front of a booth introducing Jiangsu’s Lianyungang city dur­
ing a cross-Strait young entrepreneurs summit in Suzhou, Jiangsu 
province, on Tuesday, provided to china daily

500
patients
receive traction treatment each
week at the hospital’s rehabili­
tation medicine department 

The Democratic
Progressive Party
authorities have no 
principles, no 
bottom line...”

/

Patients receive traction treatment at Shanghai Sixth People’s Hospital on Tuesday, gao erqiang / china daily

Shandong University of Finance 
and Economics has introduced the 
country’s first specialized artificial 
intelligence model for higher educa­
tion and teaching in the social scien­
ces, marking an advance in 
educational technology, the univer­
sity said.

The model uses Al technology to 
tackle long-standing challenges, 
such as the disconnect between the­
oretical learning and practical 
application.

“It facilitates the generation, 
accumulation and sharing of knowl­
edge data across a spectrum of disci­
plines including economics, 
management, literature, law, sci­
ence, engineering, education and
arts,” said Jia Haiyan, dean of the 
School of Public Administration and 
Policy at the university.

For example, its training module 
works with government bodies, 
organizations and enterprises to tai­
lor scenario-based workshops for 
practical training within profession­
al domains, and the system furnish­
es real-time guidance for students 
engaged in remote internships and 
training activities.

Moreover, teachers can leverage 
the model to gain insights into stu­
dents’ progress and tailor personal­
ized development plans accordingly.

Photos showing young people 
sitting on a row of benches in a hos­
pital in Shanghai, with their necks 
hung in traction devices, have 
become an online hit.

The photos, in which their necks 
are illuminated by red light, led to 
the tag “Young people rush to hos­
pitals to hang their necks” becom­
ing one of the most searched topics 
on the Sina Weibo micro blog plat­
form and other Chinese social 
media apps.

Doctors from Shanghai Sixth 
People’s Hospital said that the 
people in the pictures were 
patients suffering from pain in 
their cervical and lumbar verte­
brae who were receiving traction 
treatment at the hospital’s reha­
bilitation medicine department. 

Traction treatment is not new, 
they said, but the ubiquitous use 
of digital products, and even the 
overuse of them, by people of all 
ages has made acute attacks of 
cervical spondylosis — wear and 
tear of the spinal disks — more 
frequent.

“Also, patients are becoming 
younger” said Shen Xiaoyan, a 
doctor from the department.
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University combines Al 
with educational tech

Island a pawn the US 
will ultimately abandon
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Summit promotes youth engagement, 
economic and cultural exchanges
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Visitors take pictures of the lunar soil samples retrieved by China's Chang’e 5 mission on display at 
Sci Power for Future Thailand Fair in Bangkok, Thailand, Tuesday, yang wanli / china daily

By OTIATO OPALI in Nairobi, Kenya 
otiato@chinadaily.com.cn

for international and domestic 
flights, is located inside a valley 
surrounded by mountains on 
most sides. It is considered a chal­
lenging airport for pilots and big­
ger planes have to come through 
an opening on the mountain to 
land. It is right next to the city, sur­
rounded by houses and neighbor­
hoods.

In 2019, a Bangladeshi airliner 
crashed at Tribhuvan airport, kill­
ing 51 people while 20 on board 
survived. An investigation con­
firmed the plane was misaligned 
with the runway and its pilot was 
disoriented and tried to land in 
“sheer desperation” when the 
plane crashed.

In 2015, a Turkish Airlines jet 
landing in dense fog skidded off a 
slippery runway at the airport. The 
plane was carrying 238 people but 
there were no serious injuries.

By YANG WANLI in Bangkok
yangwanli@chinadaily.com.cn

excited to see the lunar soil. It is 
the first time that we are so close 
to the moon,” said Tippawan 
Boonkaew, a high school teacher 
who led dozens of students from 
Bangkok’s neighboring province 
of Nonthaburi to see the exhibi­
tion on Tuesday.

She said the lunar soil samples 
were much smaller than they had 
expected, but were still very 
impressive. “Also, we are very hap­
py and proud that China chose 
Thailand to be the first destination 
to exhibit the lunar soil,” she added.

effective implementation of rele­
vant Security Council resolutions 
and the promotion of an immediate 
cease-fire in Gaza.

“We call on all parties to exercise 
restraint, avoid further escala­
tions, and prevent plunging the 
entire region into an even greater 
catastrophe,” he said, adding that 
China stays committed to working 
with the international community 
and making unremitting efforts 
for the political settlement of the 
Yemeni question and the mainte­
nance of peace and stability in the 
Middle East.
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‘Not enough’
However, economist Abhirup 

Sarkar said this is a very lopsided 
budget and in any case it is not a 
good budget. The scheme for job 
creation is not enough to arrest 
the growing unemployment rate, 
adding it is an attempt to please 
its coalition partners to stay in 
power.

The budget will cut taxes on big 
companies and allocate more 
money to two states, Andhra Pra­
desh and Bihar, whose regional 
parties are the biggest coalition 
partners of Modi’s Bharatiya Jana­
ta Party. Proposals have been 
made to build new airports, medi­
cal colleges, and sports and tour­
ism facilities in the eastern state 
of Bihar, which is ruled by the Jan­
ata Dal (United) party.

The government should find out 
long-term measures to arrest the 
growing unemployment and it 
should boost domestic manufac­
turing sectors for job creation, sug­
gested Biswajit Dhar, a former 
professor at the Centre for Eco­
nomic Studies and Planning at 
Jawaharlal Nehru University.

Nuclear energy forms a signifi­
cant part of the energy mix for 
“Viksit Bharat” in the budget. The 
government will partner with the 
private sector to set up Bharat 
Small Reactors, research and 
development of Bharat Small 
Modular Reactors, and research 
and development of newer tech­
nologies for nuclear energy.
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UNITED NATIONS - Fu Cong, 
China’s permanent representative 
to the United Nations, on Tuesday 
called on all parties concerned to 
stay on the course of political solu­
tion to the Yemen crisis, emphasiz­
ing that “the settlement of the 
Yemeni question requires political 
and diplomatic means”.

In remarks at the Security Council 
briefing on Yemen, Fu said China 
hopes that all parties concerned will 
stay on the course of political solu­
tion, build consensus, meet each 
other halfway, jointly promote a 
Yemeni-led and Yemeni-owned 
comprehensive political process 
and resolve tensions and differences 

Lunar soil samples collected by 
Chinese spacecraft Chang’e 5 have 
generated much interest among 
visitors to a fair in Bangkok — the 
first overseas destination of the 
lunar soil samples.

The National Astronomical 
Research Institute of Thailand 
collaborated with the China 
National Space Administration, or 
CNSA, to bring the samples to the 
Thai capital.

The moon soil samples, weigh­
ing 75 milligrams, are placed in a 
crystal ball that can be rotated fora 
360-degree viewing, and equipped 
with magnifying lenses to help 
viewers see the samples better.

The display, titled “The Moon 
Shines Bright On My Return” is 17 
centimeters in width, and repre­
sents the culmination of China’s 
17-year effort to land on the moon 
and collect soil and rock samples. 

The samples, a highlight of Sci 
Power for Future Thailand Fair, 
will be on display at the Queen Siri- 
kit National Convention Center 
until July 28. The exhibition invites 
the public to discover the techno­
logical and innovative achieve­
ments resulting from cutting-edge 
astronomical challenges. 

“My students and I are all very

tional Lunar Research Station pro­
gram, initiated by China, on coop­
eration in the exploration and 
peaceful use of outer space, accord­
ing to a memorandum signed by 
both countries in April.

Last year, as part of China’s 
endeavor to boost international 
lunar research cooperation, Chi­
nese scientists working for the 
CNSA selected a scientific instru­
ment developed by their Thai peers 
to study space weather and cosmic 
rays to be part of the Chang’e 7 
lunar mission.

“China has made lots of impress­
ive technological breakthroughs 
over the past years. There are great 
opportunities for Thailand to real­
ize our own development with the 
support of China’s leading technol­
ogies,” Arm liingnirun, director of 
the Chinese Studies Center at the 
Institute of Asian Studies at Chula­
longkorn University, said. “The 
cooperation on space study is a 
great example. If we cannot realize 
our space dream on our own, we 
can still achieve the aim by collabo­
rating with China.”

It is monsoon rain season in 
Kathmandu but was not raining at 
the time of the crash. Visibility was 
low across the capital, however.

The airport has been closed as 
emergency crew and investigators 
began their work

The bodies have been taken to 
the Tribhuvan University Teaching 
Hospital in Kathmandu for autop­
sy. The airline manifest showed 
there were two pilots and 17 pas­
sengers on board, among them 
there was only one female. The 
crew and 16 passengers were 
Nepali nationals and one passen­
ger was identified as a Yemeni 
national.

through dialogue and negotiation. 
“The international community 

should provide assistance and play a 
constructive role in this regard,” he 
pointed out.

With the ongoing tensions in the 
Red Sea unsettling, the Chinese side 
once again urged the Houthis to 
respect the right of navigation of 
commercial vessels under interna­
tional law in the Red Sea, cease 
attacks and maintain safe naviga­
tion in the Red Sea, said Fu.

He also called on other relevant 
parties to maintain restraint and 
halt any actions that may exacerbate 
tensions.

Addressing the humanitarian 

situation in Yemen, which 
“remains grim”, the ambassadoi' 
said the international community 
should scale up humanitarian and 
development assistance to Yemen, 
support and help the government 
and people of Yemen to develop the 
economy and improve living con­
ditions.

He noted that China expresses its 
serious concerns over the detention 
of UN personnel in Yemen and calls 
for the immediate and uncondition­
al release of all UN personnel.

Stressing that the tensions in the 
Red Sea are a prominent manifesta­
tion of the spillover of the Gaza con­
flict, Fu called for the full and 

People watch the Union Budget 2024-25 being presented by 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in Parliament on the 
screens at a TV showroom in New Delhi, India, on Tuesday. 
SONU MEHTA / NEWSCOM

African countries have resolved to 
strengthen their collaboration in the 
implementation of the African inte­
gration agenda, underscoring the 
role of member states in the alloca­
tion of adequate financial resources 
to ensure effective implementation 
of continental integration.

Moussa Faki Mahamat, chairman 
of the African Union Commission, 
said African countries can maximize 
the potential of integration avenues, 
like the African Continental Free 
Trade Agreement, by making it an 
engine of growth and diversification 
of the economies to increase trade 
within the continent.

Mahamat highlighted the need 
for member countries to present a 
united front in upcoming engage­
ments with international partners. 
He also emphasized the importance 
of speaking with one voice at major 
global forums, including the G20, 
where the African Union now holds 
membership. He made the remarks 
on Sunday while speaking during 
the AU’s sixth midyear coordination 
meeting in Ghana’s capital Accra.

Ghana’s President Nana Akufo- 
Addo said the urgency to consoli­
date the fragmented financial 
instruments to accelerate Africa’s 
development agenda must be met if 
Africa is to achieve full integration. 

“By consolidating our develop­
ment funding instruments, we can 
create a more cohesive and effective 
financial framework that ensures 
resources are allocated where they 
are most needed. This consolidation 
v.'ill not only streamline our efforts, 
but will also improve our capacity to 
mobilize domestic and external 
resources efficiently?’ Akufo-Addo 
said.
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Chang’e 5 mission
China’s most sophisticated and 

challenging space adventure — the 
Chang’e 5 robotic lunar mission — 
ended successfully in late 2020. 
The historic 23-day expedition took 
lunar samples back to Earth, mak­
ing China the third country to 
achieve this feat after the United 
States and the former Soviet Union. 

“Thailand became the first desti­
nation for the samples’ overseas 
exhibition, which proves the 
friendship between Thailand and 
China. Many Thai people have a 
space dream, including me, and 
the chance to have a close look at 
lunar soil is precious,” Suppawat 
Zhou, a volunteer for the exhibi­
tion, said.

Thailand has joined the Interna-

Cabinet meeting
Nepali Prime Minister KP Shar­

ma Oli called a cabinet meeting 
over the plane crash, media reports 
said.

The Tribhuvan International 
Airport, the main airport in Nepal 

Facilitating trade
Mohamed Ould Cheikh Ghazou- 

ani, Mauritania’s president and cur­
rent chair of the AU, said 
cooperation and integration would 
strengthen strategic planning and 
operationalization of critical conti­
nental infrastructure, such as 
regional power pools, digital and 
transport infrastructure. He urged 
member states to redouble efforts in 
trade facilitation through the sim­
plification, standardization and har­
monization of related procedures 
and information flows to boost 
intra-African trade.

Kidi Mwaga, a Kenyan law and 
governance expert, said Africa has 
no choice but to fest-track its inte­
gration process by overcoming polit­
ical and historical hurdles that have 
stood in the way of its unification. In 
his view, opening up intra-Africa 
trade is the first critical step toward 
economic integration in Africa.

“Currently, when, for instance, 
Kenya wants to trade with Uganda, 
they first have to transact through 
the US in terms of buying dollars. 
We therefore must create a payment 
system that ensures that trade with­
in Africa must first remain in Africa. 
In so doing, we will be able to allevi­
ate poverty and suffering and give 
people a fair shot at upward social 
mobility,” Mwaga said.

Despite the challenges feeing 
Africa, Mwaga believes that the elu­
sive idea of African integration is the 
silver bullet for Africans to find their 
way out of poverty, insecurity and 
violence as well as the way out of 
manipulation of Africa by the West.
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By APARAJIT CHAKRABORTY 
in New Delhi
and XU WEIWEI in Hong Kong

KATHMANDU, NEPAL - A 
domestic plane crashed on 
Wednesday just after taking off at 
the Tribhuvan International Air­
port in Kathmandu, killing 18 peo­
ple and injuring a pilot who was the 
lone survivor.

Police official Basanta Rajauri 
said authorities have pulled out all 
18 bodies. The pilot has injuries to 
his eyes but his life is not in any 
danger, said a doctor at Kathman­
du Medical College Hospital, 
where the pilot is being treated.

A press statement issued by the 
Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal 
said the Saurya Airlines domestic 
plane, which was scheduled to 
head to the resort town of Pokha- 
ra, took off at 11:11 am from Kath­
mandu airport and turned right 
but crashed moments later in the 
eastern section of the airport

Subash Jha, the airport spokes­
man, said that the plane was going 
to Pokhara for maintenance checks.

Modi govt increases spending for job 
creation, but experts call it lopsided
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policies and projects.”
Managing persistent fiscal defi­

cit by expanding the tax base and 
compliance, expanding alloca­
tions for building climate-con­
scious and disaster-resilient 
infrastructure will be major chal­
lenges ahead, Singh said. Some of 
these could be tackled by offering 
incentives such as tax reliefs to 
enhance domestic and global 
investors’ confidence in India 
being a land of opportunities for 
them.

Integration 
at the core

As the first major economic 
document of Narendra Modi’s 
new government, the midyear 
budget presented to parliament 
on Tuesday aims to lay out the 
road map for transforming the 
country into “Viksit Bharat” 
(developed India) by 2047, while 
some said it is a lopsided one.

Prime Minister Modi, now in 
his third consecutive term, pro­
posed in the budget to significant­
ly increase spending for job 
creation, rural development and 
infrastructure, and launch 
reforms for foreign investment 
and trade.

In her budget speech, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said 
the government is focused on 
boosting productivity and resil­
ience in agriculture, promoting 
employment and skills develop­
ment, supporting manufacturing 
and services sectors, advancing 
urban development, strengthen­
ing energy security and investing 
in infrastructure.

Modi said on Tiiesday that Bud­
get 2024 empowers the neo-mid- 
dle class, the poor, villagers and 
farmers.

The proposed budget includes a 
$24 billion package to create jobs 
over the next five years and 
increase lending to small and 
medium-sized businesses. It allo­
cates $18 billion to support agri­
culture and agricultural 
technology, such as climate-resil­
ient seeds.

According to the budget, the 
rules and regulations for foreign 
direct investment and overseas 
investments will be simplified to 
facilitate such investments.

To attract foreign capital for 
India’s development needs, corpo­
rate tax rate on foreign companies 
will be reduced from 40 to 35 per­
cent, Sitharaman said.

Swaran Singh, a professor of 
diplomacy and disarmament at 
Jawaharlal Nehiu University in 
New Delhi, said: “It’s reassuring as 
this post-election budget of the coa­
lition government still reflects con­
tinuity in most of the ongoing

, ET 
! W

| ra



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/26/2024 5:09:11 PM
GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY6 | Thursday, July 25,2024

WORLD

Call for China,
California link4

f
i,'

r

II on clean energyV

6 K

i /

sc%
4

Protests rage in DC as Netanyahu speaks

Agencies contributed to this story.

Summit celebrates sister-city relations Protesting corruption

’> -

i i4
if"'

■

I

Survivors sue Illinois over decades of sexual abuse at youth detention center
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By HENG WEILI in New York 

hengiDeili@chinadailyusa.com

the most allowed under law.
Phillip Goodwin, 24, also spoke out 

on TUesday, saying he hopes that com­
ing forward about the abuse he expe­
rienced will help others. The Chicago 
man said the abuse happened about 
10 years ago and that until recently he 
had been embarrassed by it

“Talking about my abuse feels like 
a weight lifted off my shoulders,” he 
said. “I could finally get that anger 
that I carried.”

renewable energy sources, such as 
tidal and wave power. Those areas 
promise rich opportunities for knowl­
edge exchange and collaboration with 
Chinese partners, who have wide expe­
rience in die fields, Kammen added. 

California and China have a history 
of partnership in developing clean 
energy technologies.

Kammen, however, stressed the 
need to accelerate the collaborations. 
He highlighted his own partnerships 
with research colleagues at Tsinghua 
University and North China Electric 
Power University as well as with Chi­
nese companies like Geely. ‘We want 
to build more of those teams so that 
we can move quickly when the politics 
let it happen,” Kammen said.

Despite tensions at the national lev­
el, subnational cooperation between 
California and China has gained 
momentum recently.

“I think the conference may give 
you the best example” said Richard 
Dasher, director of the US-Asia Tech­
nology Management Center at Stan­
ford University, referring to die 2024 
Global Green Development Summit at 
his university on the weekend.

The summit, held by the Global 
Green Development Alliance, brought 
together climate and energy experts 
as well as business leaders from both 
countries to discuss “energy transition 
and innovation for carbon neutrality” 

Companies must provide solutions 
that are both economically viable and 
attractive to consumers, he said. “Peo­
ple can’t afford to spend all their mon­
ey just to be green” Dasher explained. 
“So the business has to provide things 
within economic constraints. And 
they have to provide solutions that 
are attractive that people want to use.” 

Kammen emphasized the need for 
a combination of Silicon Valley’s inno­
vative mentality and the large-scale 
industrial capacity of entities like Chi­
na’s State Grid Corp or the State Grid 
Electric Vehicle Service Co.

He pointed to the productivity of 
new companies and university off­
shoots as evidence of die potential for 
collaborative innovation. ‘What we 
need is flexible ways that researchers 
on both sides of the Pacific can work 
together. Sometimes that results in 
companies in China, sometimes in the 
US,” he said.

By LIAZHU in San Francisco

Uazhu@chinadailyusa.com

In tiie face of the recent record­
setting heat wave that tested Califor­
nia’s power grid, experts attributed 
the state’s success to its commitment 
to renewable energy and called for 
collaboration with China to accelerate 
the path to a fully clean electricity grid. 

California has set aggressive tar­
gets for renewable energy adoption, 
with state law requiring 90 percent 
of all retail electricity sales to come 
from renewable sources by 2035 and 
100 percent by 2045. To meet tiiose 
ambitious goals, the state is turning 
its attention to offshore wind power. 

“In California, we have zero offshore 
wind today... right now, China is for 
ahead of die US on the offshore wand 
industry? Daniel Kammen, a professor 
of energy at the University of Califor­
nia, Berkeley, and director of the uni­
versity’s Renewable and Appropriate 
Energy Laboratory, told China Daily. 

California has designated two zones 
for offshore wand forms: one in Hum­
boldt Bay in die north, and anotiier in 
central California. “Offshore wind is 
exciting because it can be permitted 
more quickly and serves as a ‘batter/ 
for the grid,” said Kammen.

Offshore wand can complement die 
production cycles of solar and on-land 
wind energy. That characteristic is par­
ticularly valuable, as solar production 
quickly diminishes when the sun sets, 
requiring system operators to replace 
those megawatts witii other sources 
in real time to maintain grid stability. 

It also offers flexibility in energy 
production, capable of generating elec­
tricity during peak demand and pro­
ducing hydrogen or methanol during 
periods of low electricity prices. That 
flexibility presents huge opportunities 
to decarbonize sectors tiiat have tradi­
tionally been difficult to transition to 
clean energy, he said.

Kammen said that the state can 
directiy apply some of China’s prac­
tices. “The best way to apply it is not 
just to read about it but to actually get 
partners from China,” he said.

California has already taken such 
steps by inviting engineering groups 
from Norway. The state is also explor­
ing opportunities in fuel cells, hydro­
gen production and other offshore 

tling accusations of rape, unlawful 
strip searches and other sexual abuse 
by adult employees of the detention 
center from 1995 until 2022.

“It’s actually not something that I 
like to talk about or even think 
about. I did what I had to do to sur­
vive in there,” Washington said at a 
Chicago news conference alongside 
other survivors. “I am here because I 
want to feel confident in myself 
again. For so long I doubted myself 
and felt so scared.”

The allegations are the latest in

in their rooms or bathrooms when 
the abuse took place, according to 
the lawsuits. Many plaintiffs said 
their abusers threatened them with 
violence or additional time at the 
facility if they reported the abuse. 
Others were given extra food and 
other rewards if they kept silent. 

“The State of Illinois has caused 
and permitted a culture of sexual 
abuse to flourish unabated at JTDC,” 
one of the lawsuits said.

The lawsuits seek damages of 
roughly $2 million per plaintiff, 

meant to depict Biden with blood on 
his hands and devil horns.

Dozens of Democratic lawmak­
ers skipped Netanyahu’s speech to 
Congress in protest over the deaths 
and the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, 
where nearly all of its 2.3 million peo­
ple have been displaced.

US Representative Rashida Tlaib, 
a Michigan Democrat, held up signs 
that said “WAR CRIMINAL” and 
“GUILTY OF GENOCIDE” during 
Netanyahu’s speech.

Dozens of protesters rallied outside 
Netanyahu’s hotel Monday evening 
after his arrival in Washington. Video 
posted to X showed a swami of bugs, 
including maggots and crickets crawl­
ing around the hotel.

The Palestinian Youth Movement, 
in a post on Instagram, claimed the 
insects were let loose to protest Isra­
el’s war against Hamas, CBS News 
reported.

On Tuesday afternoon, hundreds 
of demonstrators staged a flash mob­
style protest in the Cannon build­
ing, which houses offices of House 
members.

The Capitol Police said about 200 
people were arrested Tuesday on 
charges stemming from the sit-in at 
the Cannon building. Jewish Voice 
for Peace, which organized the pro­
test, said many more than that were 
arrested, rabbis among them.

“Here, every one of you is a citizen 
diplomat,” she said in her speech at 
the end of the summit. “Every one of 
you has the ability and power to 
strengthen these friendships that 
lead to cooperation.”

She said cooperation is important 
for the shared challenges of the 
future.

“The US and China are the top 
two global economies. This is not 
going to change in the near future. 
And that means that w'e need people 
to understand each other,” she said. 

Yang Wanming, president of the 
Chinese People’s Association for 
Friendship with Foreign Countries, 
told China Daily it will launch a 
youth exchange program next year, 
inviting and organizing trips for 
1,000 US high school and university 
students aged 16 to 22 to China.

“Through a seven-to-10-day visit, 
students will experience a real, multi­
dimensional and comprehensive 
China. They will become young 
ambassadors for promoting Sino- 
American relations,” Yang said.

By LINDA DENG
in Tacoma, Washington 
lindadeng@chinadailyusa.com

grader at Lincoln High School in 
Tacoma, said of her multicity trip to 
China last month. “I do believe that 
this is absolutely a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity?’

Celeste Nunez Salcido, director of 
international business resources for 
the New' Mexico Trade Alliance, was 
the US fellow' during the 2023 Gansu 
International Fellowship Program 
organized by the Gansu provincial 
government.

The fellowship convenes profes­
sional candidates from around the 
world to learn about Gansu’s and Chi­
na’s economic development efforts, 
cultural heritage, language and histo­
ry to promote mutual understanding 
and peaceful cooperation.

Salcido’s participation in the pro­
gram marked the first exchange 
opportunity between Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and Lanzhou, Gan­
su province, since the pandemic.

Illinois, where tw'o similar lawsuits 
were filed recently in the Illinois 
Court of Claims. In total, the 
accounts of nearly 400 survivors 
have been documented in court. 
Attorneys say they expect to file more 
lawsuits in the coming months.

“This has happened over and 
over again,” said attorney Todd 
Mathews, who has helped bring the 
Illinois cases. “This is still going on. 
It has to stop and this is the way it is 
going to stop.”

The Illinois lawsuits allege that 

It w'as an occasion to celebrate the 
personal experiences of the sister­
city relationships over the years.

Alix Nathan, president of the Port­
land-Suzhou Sister City Association 
in Oregon, said at the sixth US-China 
Sister Cities Summit on Friday in 
Tacoma, Washington state, that one 
of the most crucial aspects of the 
exchanges and relationship with sis­
ter city Suzhou, in East China’s 
Jiangsu province, is in education. 

“For more than 20 years, Portland 
lias been using and working with 
schools in the US and Suzhou to 
facilitate reciprocal school-to-school 
bilateral group programing for stu­
dents,” Nathan told China Daily.

His association has assisted in the 
effort by spending a minimum of one

Shortly before Netanyahu began 
speaking, Capitol Police said protest­
ers in a march tried crossing a block­
ade and did not retreat when asked. 

“The crowd failed to obey our 
order to move back from our police 
line. We are deploying pepper spray 
towards anyone trying to break the 
law and cross that line,” police said in 
a statement.

“We were no threat (to police),” said 
Sarah Bowles, a pharmacy technician 
from Delaware who attended the pro­
test and assisted injured protesters. 
One of the protesting groups said 
police attacked demonstrators as they 
marched.

Nine people were arrested across 
Washington, including four on charg­
es of assaulting a police officer outside 
Union Station.

Capitol Police said in a post on X 
that six people who disrupted Netan­
yahu’s address were removed from 
the House gallery and arrested.

“Disrupting the Congress and dem­
onstrating in the congressional build­
ings is against the law,” police said.

Outside of Union Station, protest­
ers shouted, “Let them go!” at officers 
who formed a circle around several 
people who were arrested. One per­
son grabbed at a police officer’s riot 
shield and then raised his fists in a 
fighting stance.

An officer was seen grabbing a 
Palestinian flag from a woman and 
tossing it aside. At least one protester

CHICAGO — Temarkus Washing­
ton says the sexual abuse he experi­
enced as a teenager at a troubled 
Chicago youth detention center still 
gives him nightmares.

The 35-year-old spoke publicly 
about his experiences on Thesday, a 
day after joining two lawsuits collect­
ing dozens of abuse allegations at the 
Cook County Juvenile Temporary 
Detention Center, one of the largest 
centers of its kind nationwide. The 
lawsuits, filed on Monday on behalf 
of 193 men and women, detail unset­

week visiting each other’s classrooms, 
city attractions, parks and museums, 
as well as spending time with host 
families.

“Obviously, during the pandemic, 
many of these programs were shut 
down,” he said. “However, now we’re 
very excited to rekindle this relation­
ship, as we have many schools 
restarting their activities to promote 
American students from Portland 
going to China, with more than 12 
schools now enlisted in activities to 
foster exchanges in the coming year.” 

During the summit, a delegation of 
13 students from the Affiliated High 
School of Fuzhou Institute of Educa­
tion in Fuzhou, capital of Fujian prov­
ince, arrived in Tacoma for an 11-day 
educational exchange program.

“Besides the beautiful country 
and the delicious food we had, mak­
ing friends and talking to peoplewas 
the best part,” Izabell Saldana, a 12th

sexual abuse at the Juvenile Tempo­
rary Detention Center was perva­
sive. The victims were between 9 
and 17 years old.

“As a result of chronic mismanage­
ment, patronage, overcrowding and 
inadequate supervision, JTDC has 
been an environment of violence, 
fear and sexual abuse for decades,” 
one of tiie lawsuits stated.

The allegations, spanning more 
than 500 pages between tiie two 
lawsuits, are hauntingly similar. 

The children were often isolated 
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Ugandan police officers detain protesters at a rally against 
alleged corruption and human rights abuses by lawmakers, in 
the capital Kampala on Tuesday. At least 42 protesters were 
charged and remanded, authorities said on Wednesday. 
ABUBAKER LUBOWA / REUTERS

appeared to be overcome by pepper 
spray.

Cheers rang out as a fire burned 
what appeared to be a papier-mache 
effigy of Netanyahu. Protesters spray- 
painted graffiti on a monument to 
Christopher Columbus, including the 
words, “Hamas is coming” in large 
red letters. “Free Gaza” was scrawled 
in green.

Pro-Palestinian groups and uni­
versity' students have for months 
protested in the US against Israel’s 
offensive in Gaza, where health 
authorities say nearly 40,000 Pales­
tinians have been killed.

Israel’s military assault followed 
an Oct 7 attack by Hamas, whose 
militants surged into Israel, killing 
1,200 people and taking around 250 
hostages, according to Israeli figures. 

A stage at the protest site near the 
Capitol was decked out with ban­
ners, including one that declared the 
Israeli leader a “Wanted War Crimi­
nal” in reference to an arrest war­
rant sought by International Criminal 
Court prosecutors. Netanyahu denies 
war crimes allegations.

“Bibi, Bibi, We’re not done! The 
intifada has just begun!” protesters 
shouted, referring to Netanyahu by 
his nickname. “Netanyahu, you can’t 
hide. You’re committing genocide,” 
other protesters shouted.

Among the protesters was a group 
of artists from Baltimore displaying 
a massive papier-mache sculpture 

Pro-Palestine protests turned vio­
lent in Washington DC on Wednesday 
as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu delivered remarks to 
Congress.

The protesters called for the 
United States to stop military aid 
to Israel. They hoisted Palestinian 
flags and burned American ones out­
side Washington’s Union Station in 
demonstrations.

Less than a mile away, police used 
pepper spray on some of the thou­
sands of protesters who gathered out­
side the US Capitol while Netanyahu 
spoke.

Before Netanyahu’s speech, some 
protesters tried to block his route to 
the Capitol but were removed from 
the street by police. After being 
turned away by officers near the Capi­
tol, protesters wound through the 
Capitol Hill neighborhood for several 
blocks before gathering in front of the 
nearby rail station.

Various videos posted to X.com 
showed police and protesters clash­
ing, along with images of monuments 
covered in red paint and slogans in 
favor of Palestine and against Israel. 

Netanyahu was scheduled to meet 
President Joe Biden and Vice-Pres­
ident Kamala Harris on Thursday 
and former president Donald Trump 
on Friday.

F
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Washington Metropolitan Police clear demonstrators from blocking traffic on Wednesday in Washington ahead of a scheduled address by 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the US Capitol. Thousands of protesters against the war in Gaza converged on Washington to 
condemn Netanyahu's visit, chanting "Free, free Palestine" as they marched toward the Capitol before police deployed pepper spray on some 
in the crowd, mike stewart/ ap
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To meet goals for grid, US state looks to wind 
power, where expert says China is excelling
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Christina Arum Handayani, a Bali islander
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Railway drives China-Laos tourism boom
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and international tourists, allowing 
them to enjoy a fun, high-quality trav­
el experience,” Daranysaid.

In line with the increased num­
ber of arrivals, the deputy minister 
added that the Lao government has 
constructed several new infrastruc­
ture projects, while focusing on the

Bali as it is, including the way peo­
ple work here.”

This fighting spirit seems to be 
common among those committed to 
island life, and not just in Bali. It is a 
fire they continue to fan, which is 
almost ironic, considering that the 
island dream is portrayed as an easy, 
breezy lifestyle.

But perhaps to truly make the 
island your home, there is no escap­
ing these questions: Why are you 
here? Why' this place? What does the 
island mean to you? How can you 
contribute to it?

When an island fills you with a 
natural high, that kind of selfless 
rumination often comes last And 
rarely do we ever need to put a place 
— or an island — so central in our 
existence that thinking about our 
relationship to that place becomes a 
natural, if not necessary, question.

Sometimes, this contribution can 
be more practical, as simple as spot­
ting what is missing in a city and turn­
ing that into a business opportunity. 

“I had to think: what are some of

“This island opened up a whole 
new world to me,” said Puji Siswan- 
ti, who moved to Bali from Bandung 
in 2005.

But Puji hit rock bottom in 2014, 
losing both her family and her busi­
ness. ‘1 was buried under the ashes 
of years spent building a successful 
jewelry business and a family in 
Bali,” she said.

What was once the island of her 
dreams had turned into a gaping void. 

She continued working numer­
ous gigs to survive on the island, 
including being a driver, where she 
met “visitors who later became my

Once I decided that I wanted to contribute 
to Bali, many doors opened.... I 

wholeheartedly believe that people don’t 
choose Bali, but Bali chooses you.”

A tour guide identified as Mana 
told The Phnom Penh Post that die 
number of visitors had definitely 
increased, especially to Luang Pra- 
bang, thanks to the railway.

He explained that before the rail­
way was launched there were far 
fewer visitors to the northern city, as 
travel from Vientiane took up to 
eight hours.

Thanks to the train, the distance 
can now be covered in two hours.

The latest visitors to the former 
capital are not just coming from 
China, but from within Laos itself. 
Large crowds could be seen at the 
Royal Palace Museum and other cul­
tural attractions in Luang Prabang. 

China’s Yunnan province has also 
seen a spike in guests to its many 
cultural villages and parks. The 
suige consists of large numbers of 
tourists from within China, as well 
as the neighboring countries of Laos 
and Myanmar.

According to sources at some of 
the cultural villages, the number of 
arrivals sees a particular jump dur­
ing public holidays such as the tradi­
tional Chinese Spring Festival.

--
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best friends”, Puji said. This marked 
a turning point in her life.

“I had been on the island for a dec­
ade. I built a jewelry business here, 
worked with many local artisans, 
breathed its air, drank its water, but 
I don’t think I had a spiritual con­
nection with the island. We’re not 
bound by spirits,” Puji said. ‘It felt 
like a contract. Transactional.”

“I thought to myself, you want to 
live in Bali, right? You don’t want to 
go back to Bandung, right? So how 
can you connect more with the 
island?” Puji said.

“It took me years to fully accept

The number of regional visitors to 
Laos and Southwest China’s Yunnan 
province has seen a sharp increase 
since last year’s introduction of passen­
ger services on the Laos-China railway. 

The passenger train, from the Lao 
capital of Vientiane to Kunming, the 
capital of Yunnan province, was 
introduced on April 13 last year.

From the date of the launch until 
the beginning of April this year, 
172,023 passengers used the service, 
according to Lao Deputy Minister of 
Tourism Darany Phommavongsa, 
who met a group of ASEAN journal­
ists touring the railway at the Minis­
try of Information, Culture and 
Tourism in June.

One year to the day after the ini­
tial launch, an additional pair of 
passenger services were added 
between Luang Prabang, Laos and 
Xishuangbanna, China.

During the June news conference, 
Darany noted that the railway had 
transformed Laos from a land­
locked to a connected country, 
“making the dreams and aspirations 
of the Lao people come true”.

She said the success is due to the 
joint implementation of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, which both

Making choices
It seems there is no point in fann­

ing a concrete plan when we want to 
chase the island dream. After all, it is 
more like an adventure than a settle­
ment. An island can change so much 
within five years that our love for it 
can turn sour, if we do not remain 
nimble and open to unexpected 
events.

“I found myself here,” said Christi­
na Arum Handayani, a Bali islander, 
explaining how the island was like a 
“giant canvas” for her to learn about 
everything from history to the envi­
ronment.

Much of that can perhaps be cred­
ited to the less bureaucratic working 
environment, creating a fertile 
ground for creative experiments.

“There’s little judgment here,” she 
said, which means, “I can be more 
honest with myself.”

“Once I decided that I wanted to 
contribute to Bali, many doors 
opened. This is where I try new 
skills,” said Christina, who has jug­
gled multiple jobs ranging from 
managing festivals to running tours. 
“And I’m doing fine financially.

“I wholeheartedly believe that 
people don’t choose Bali, but Bali 
chooses you,” said Christina, a state­
ment echoed by Sukma.

Though Sukma contemplates 
buying land elsewhere for her 
retirement home, it is undeniable 
that Bali has made a significant 
influence on her life. How could it 
not? “I can stare at the three moun­
tains from my backyard,” Sukma 
said. “You gain a new perspective on 
wealth once you arrive in Bali.”

Acknowledging that island life is 
not for everyone, Puji said: “You 
have to be creative if you want to live 
here. You have to really want it”

And then perhaps, as those who 
have woven their lives into the fab­
ric of the island found, you wall dis­
cover dreams that are different, yet 
more profound, than the ones you 
first had.

erhaps it is the canangsari 
incense that perpetually 
hovers in the Balinese air, 
or the detoxifying heat of

the tropical sun, Michelle Anindya, 
a freelance journalist based in Bali, 
Indonesia, wrote in her story for The 
Jakarta Post.

Whatever it is, it seems that more 
and more urbanites are getting 
intoxicated with the so-called Bali 
high after spending time on the 
island: a euphoric bliss that can lead 
you to start making plans to leave 
the city life you have always known 
and chase the idyllic dream of laid- 
back island living.

Between going back to a stressful 
rat race through traffic-choked 
streets and the idea of an island life 
that seems to offer a degree of free­
dom from the punishing daily grind, 
the choice seems alluringly, decep­
tively simple.

But if there is one thing Anindya 
has learned since her one-way ticket 
to Bali eight years ago, it is that liv­
ing here — or perhaps on any island 
— requires a constant renegotiation 
between our desires and the reali­
ties on the ground.

Anindya wrote that she probably 
had it better than most. Coming to 
Bali with the gullibility of a fresh- 
out-of-college girl, she had nothing 
to lose.

But for many who make the move, 
they see the island dream as a sec­
ond chance — a way to divorce 
themselves from a toxic environ­
ment, to reconnect with their once 
free-spirited selves, or to finally tru­
ly enjoy life, even if only' during their 
golden years.

The latter was what Sukma Men- 
tari wanted: a retirement home in 
Bali. She is no stranger to the island, 
having been in and out of it since she 
was a young girl. But after she 
bought a piece of land in 2014 to 
begin working on this dream, her 
life changed dramatically in ways 
she had not anticipated.

Not wanting to leave the land idle, 
she decided to build a guesthouse 
on it as a business.

“Back then it was something that 
I thought I could monitor from Jak­
arta,” Sukma said. But the problem­
atic construction process, which 
included workers disappearing on 
her, took such a toll that she said it 
was a “miracle” they could complete 
the guesthouse.

“This is one of the most difficult 
things I’ve ever done,” said Sukma, 
who had to relocate to Bali in 2016, 
earlier than planned. “People think 
it’s so fun to live in Bali. They have no 
idea how stressed we were about con­
struction workers not showing up!” 

Even when the guesthouse was 
finally up and running, Sukma still 
had to closely supervise her staff 
and manage bookings herself, final­
ly admitting that “there was no way 
I couldn’t be there full time”

Like Sukma, many who relocate 
to Bali soon realize that island living 
comes with its own set of challenges 
and complexities.

To start with, there is nothing 
pragmatic about it It surely cannot 
be for the money. Building a busi­
ness, especially in Bali, requires 
extensive local knowledge. Wages 
might be lower than in Jakarta, but 
the cost of living is not necessarily 
cheaper. And job opportunities are 
rather limited to hospitality.

Considering a peaceful retire­
ment island? Prepare for all kinds of 
distractions. Children? Private 
schools are limited and expensive.

preservation and protection of cul­
tural heritage sites and traditional 
activities, especially along the rail­
wayline.

“The information ministry is work­
ing with provincial authorities and 
tourism stakeholders along the route 
of the railway to ensure that all tour­
ism attractions meet the highest 
international standards,” she said.

“They have installed multilingual 
signage along the transit region. 
Clear road signs in Lao, English and 
Chinese point the way to major 
attractions,” she said.

With Laos announcing a visa-fi'ee 
policy for Chinese visitors in early 
July, the number of Chinese arrivals 
is expected to jump. According to 
Darany, the policy is mainly focused 
on travelers who are accompanied 
by guides on packaged group tours. 

She said the policy may also be 
applied to other international visi­
tors from the region, and may 
include multiple entry visas, as well 
as the possibility of extending a stay 
from 30 to 60 days.

the biggest commodities coming 
out of Flores?” said Krisman 
Lyberty, a geographer who moved to 
Labuan Bajo in 2017 and stayed 
through the pandemic.

Like many other islands, Labuan 
Bajo’s burgeoning industry is hospi­
tality and Krisman fashioned him­
self a tour guide after moving to the 
islands. But when the pandemic 
struck, he had to quickly pivot to oth­
er occupations, including trading 
coffee and even farming pigs. “I 
didn’t want to move back to Jakarta.” 

It did not bother him much, con­
sidering he lias mastered the art of 
building a social network across 
islands.

“I have known many coffee farm­
ers in Flores since 2018. A year later, 
a friend of mine came from Malang, 
and we decided to open a roastery 
there,” he recounted.

It turned out to be a saving grace 
during the pandemic. “During those 
two years, I just traded coffee across 
Flores and sent it to our roasteiy in 
Malang.”

The fishing town itself is relatively 
small, with less than 10,000 resi­
dents. Life is quiet in the town, but it 
does not matter. Now working again 
as a tour guide, Krisman is away 
traveling most of the month and 
occasionally sails on a local phinisi- 
style boat across East Nusa Tengga- 
ra in Indonesia. That easily beats 
sitting in gridlock for hours.

The same goes for medical care in 
case of emergencies.

The dream of a work-life balance, 
typically involving picturesque 
walks along the shore during sun­
set, is evaporating as the traffic in 
Bali is almost comparable to big cit­
ies. Tourists can temporarily sus­
pend their grasp on reality, 
attributing two-hour traffic jams to 
bad luck during peak season. But 
residents have no such luxury.

“The island we once knew is now 
gone,” we say to ourselves with apathy. 

What is left? Perhaps not much 
for some people. This sobering reali­
ty can throw others into an existen­
tial crisis. Buying a one-way ticket 
home might then seem like the 
quickest and least painful way out.

countries must continue to pay 
attention to, in order to achieve 
high-quality development and to 
continuously upgrade cooperation. 

She explained that the Lao gov­
ernment aimed to develop the Laos- 
China railway into an economic 
corridor that generates major 
income for the nation. The corridor 
will contribute to improving the 
country’s economic situation 
through the transportation of pas­
sengers, including international 
tourists, as well as carrying goods 
between Laos and China.

The railway also made a significant 
contribution to the “Visit Laos 2024” 
campaign, which aims to promote 
Lao tourism and attract more interna­
tional guests, creating jobs, bringing 
in foreign currency and supporting 
the conservation and protection of 
the country’s art, culture and tradi­
tions, while sharing its long history. 

“The opening of the Laos-China 
railway has made a great contribution 
to the Visit Laos 2024 campaign, by 
facilitating the travel of both domestic

Editor’s note:
In this weekly feature China Daily gives voice to Asia and its people. The stories presented come mainly from the Asia News Network (ANN), of which China Daily is among its 20 leading titles.

Connecting locally
A number of long-term Bali resi­

dents Anindya spoke with, many of 
whom have lived here for nearly 20 
years, could still vividly recall their 
early years on the island, fueled by a 
new lust for life.

172,023
passengers 
used the railway service from 
the date of its launch in last
April until the beginning of April 
this year

A tourist disembarks the China-Laos Railway in Boten, Laos, on 
April 9. LAUREN DECICCA / GETTY IMAGES
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Top: A surfer carries his board as the sun sets behind waves, at the Kerobokan district in Bali, Indonesia, on Dec 19. david gannon / afp 
Left: Tourists talk with a souvenir vendor at Kuta Beach, Bali, on March 22,2022. firdia lisnawati / ap

Right: A rice farmer works in a paddy field in the Kerobokan district, Bali, on Jan 2. david gannon / afp
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Historical town s
charm reveals
port’s resilience
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Admirers of qilou buildings determined to prevent memories of old city’s cosmopolitan architectural traditions from fading, Fang Aiqing reports in Shantou, Guangdong.
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Yang Lurong and Wang Zhengxing contributed to this story.

Contact the writer at fangaiqing@chinadaily.com.cn Contact the writers at fangaiqing@chinadaily.com.cn
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By FANG AIQING in Shantou, Guangdong and 
LI WENFANG in Guangzhou

Strolling through the old town of Shantou, an area 
known as the Small Park historical area, one can almost 
hear history speaking.

The neighborhood’s radiating layout, which preserves 
its original 1930s appearance, was a people-oriented, mod­
ern concept of urban planning at the time, and the rows of 
qilou (arcade buildings) lining its streets, with their blend 
of Chinese and Western architectural styles, are declara­
tions of their initial owners’ wealth.

“The Small Park area was pivotal to the city of Shantou, 
as from its heyday until its current revival, it has witnessed 
every stage of the city’s development,” says Zheng Yiwei, 
owner of a 59-year-old snack restaurant called Piaoxiang. 

Haring recognized the urgency of preserving this carrier 
of urban memory, local government and citizens have been 
working for over a decade to record stories, restore histori­
cal structures and revitalize the neighborhood, in the hope 
of attracting more people to experience its story.

“Tire Small Park area would not have been developed 
without the participation of overseas Chinese,” says Zhang 
Yaohui, deputy director of the culture, radio, television, 
tourism and sports bureau of Jinping district, where the 
old town is located.

A century ago, Shantou’s pain at being forced to open as 
a treaty port for foreign trade in 1860 was interwoven with 
its commercial and trading success.

Millions of people set sail from die port to take dreir chan­
ces in SoutheastAsia. Their gambles paid off as drey and dreir 
descendants brought back fortunes and investment, sup­
porting their families and contributing to local development .

Yang Lurong and Wang Zhengxing
contributed to this story.
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Underground drainage ditches discharged rainwater 
and sewage into the sea, and were covered with flag­
stones to permit the passage of pedestrians and vehicles. 
Tire ditches were so spacious that it was possible for peo­
ple to walk through diem while bent over.

Tire qilou fecades are inspired by Western and South­
east Asian architectural styles. The classical Greek col­
umns on the ground floor are strong and elegant. Some 
buildings have stained-glass windows. There are veran­
das and terraces on higher floors.

Decorations and reliefs on tire capitals, pediments, 
eaves and window frames are a testament to imagination 
and delicate workmanship, and range from traditional 
auspicious motifs, angels and badges, to anything people 
might see in life such as swallows, bitter gourds or even 
trains.

However, the traditional Chinese interiors are a sharp 
contrast. Inside, the buildings usually have a rectangular, 
circular or octagonal tianjing (patio) enclosed by wood­
en balustrades.

This layout not only improved lighting, but also made it 
easier to deliver messages and move goods, given that 
while the ground floor was usually given over to shops, the 
upper floors often served as warehouses and residences. 

As one of those who grew up in the neighborhood, 
69-year-old Cai says the design and craftsmanship of 
these historical buildings reflect local open-mindedness 
and diligence, pragmatic commercial acumen, emphasis 
on traditional culture and moral values, and maybe, a 
penchant for the elaborate display of wealth.

He adds that for both Shantou emigrants and those 
who have spent part of their life in the old town, tire Small 
Park area evokes nostalgia.

Eighty-year-old Shen Wei, who lived in the area for 
more than four decades, keeps revisiting with camera in 
hand, to wander about and enjoy local snacks.

When he encounters overseas Chinese, either on their 
own or in groups, who have come to reminisce about the 
past, he is more than willing to accompany them. He still 
remembers helping one elderly woman from Malaysia 
find the textiles center where her fathe r had once worked. 

For years Shen has been studying the city’s history with 
a group of elderly volunteers, and is writing a personal 
memoir of his beloved home, in which vivid old town 
scenes are indispensable — including mentions of the 
antique bookstore, games of hide-and-seek in the spider 
web-like neighborhood, and the colors that the sunrise 
and sunset project on tire buildings.

Although his eyesight is getting worse, he still feels a 
responsibility to keep writing. “It’s not the number of 
days you live, but the number of days you remember that 
matters,” reads the intro on the cover of his handwritten 
memoir.
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This care for family and homeland is highlighted at a 
branch museum of the Shantou Archives dedicated to the 
city’s qiaopi culture — a combination of family letters and 
remittance certificates from overseas Chinese — which 
thrived in the 19th and 20th centuries. It was included in 
UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register in 2013.

President Xi Jinping visited the museum during his 
inspection tour to the old town of Shantou in October 2020, 
when he pointed out that qiaopi record the strenuous 
efforts of the older generation of overseas Chinese and their 
profound love for their hometown and motherland, and 
embody the credibility and integrity of the Chinese nation. 

He emphasized the importance of preserving these doc­
uments and strengthening the study of them.

According to Lin Qingxi, the museum’s honorary direct­
or, it is now home to more than 86,000 physical qiaopi — 
around 30,000 of which have been recently restored — and 
more than 150,000 digitalized documents.

Many of the letters reveal the inner snuggle of not being 
able to be with family, and it seems there was no lack of 
scholars who lived on remittances while at school.

Lin says that around 200 qiaopi agencies, which offered 
both postal and financial services, were successively estab­
lished in the old town from the first half of the 19 th century 
until the founding of New China in 1949.

The foreign exchange qiaopi generated played an impor­
tant role in keeping the local economy prosperous and sta­
ble, he adds.

Across from the museum is the Shantou Opening Port 
Culture Exhibition Hall, where the historical context of the 
city’s opening as a port, its initial modernization and trade 
development, as well as its transformation as a special eco­
nomic zone since reform and opening-up began in 1978, is 
explained.

Housed in a century-old building, the hall received 
donations from local companies toward restoration and 
preparation before its founding in 2010. According to 
Zhang Ruqiang, director of the hall, it received around 
280,000 visits in first half of the year.

While the building is one of the first historical structures to 
be put back in use after restoration, it is by no means the last. 

More than 350 qilou have been renovated and their 
facades restored since 2017, local media say. Among them is 
the Hu Wen Bao Building, site of a former newspaper and 
printing press. It is now the Huilan Library, which has an 
exhibition of local media history, along with books about 
the past and present of the Small Park area.

‘While conserving and revitalizing the old town, we 
received many old photos from residents. It is through 
their support and participation that we have been able to 
experience the area’s charm and learn the stories behind 
these historical buildings,” Zhang Yaohui says.
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The Huilan Library, also a venue for displaying the 
heritage of Shantou, was once the site of a
newspaper and printing press, lin peng/ for china daily
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ostalgia matters. A century ago in the city of 
Shantou, Guangdong province, nostalgia 
drove successful overseas Chinese business 
owners to return, invest and contribute to

the development of its thriving downtown area.
Tire neatly planned old town they helped create, with 

its row upon row of exquisite qilou (arcade buildings), is 
known today as the Small Park historical area and bears 
witness to the city’s stories past.

After the city, also known as Swatow, became a treaty 
port for foreign trade in 1860, Small Park was a commer­
cial center known for its modern lifestyle. Following the 
founding of New China in 1949, it became a bustling, har­
monious neighborhood, and since 1978, commerce 
began to revive as a result of reform and opening-up.

With the passage of time, the old town’s prosperity fad­
ed as Shantou extended eastward, but many of those who 
grew up there and have cherished memories of the area 
don’t want to leave it behind.

Instead, they strive to keep its memory alive — some 
using pens, some their lens — to guarantee that its former 
glory is told to both the city’s younger generation, and to 
the growing number of visitors.

“The creation of the Small Park area is a reflection of 
the city’s historical development,” says Zhang Yaohui, 
deputy director of the culture, radio, television, tourism 
and sports bureau of Jinping district, where the qilou 
neighborhood is located.

Shantou’s natural harbor, which feces onto the South 
China Sea, saw it become one of the cities forced to grant 
foreign countries access to trade under the unequal 
Treaties of Tianjin, which were signed following imperial 
China’s defeat in the Second Opium War (1856-60).

As a result, foreign diplomats, merchants, sailors and 
missionaries, overseas Chinese, and business owner’s 
from other parts of China flooded into the commercial 
port.

As a trading hub, it was connected to Southeast Asia, as 
well as to coastal cities including Shanghai, Tianjin, and 
Qingdao in today’s Shandong province. Overland trade 
from the port reached other parts of present-day Guang­
dong, Fujian, Jiangxi and Hunan provinces.

Meanwhile, customs records suggest that between 
1864and 1911 alone, nearly three million people from the 
Chaoshan region — the Guangdong cities of Chaozhou, 
Shantou and Jieyang — sailed south from Shantou to 
earn a living in Southeast Asia.

The Tianhou Temple in Shantou old town, which is 
dedicated to the sea goddess Mazu, and neighboring 
Guandi Temple, which celebrates the femous late East­
ern Han Dynasty (25-220) general, Guan Yu, who is 
known for his courage and faith, were their last stops 
before setting sail. There, they would pray for safety and 
fortune and take a handful of incense ash with them. The 
temples would be the first sight of home upon their 
return, Zhang says.

The intricate decor of both temples, which were origi­
nally built in the late Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) and recon-

Top: The Tianhou Temple and Guandi Temple at 
Shantou's Small Park historical area exhibit a 
traditional architectural charm, provided to china 
daily Above: Rows of qilou (arcade buildings) line 
the area’s streets, cai haisong / for china daily
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Editor’s note: An array of Chinese cities have maintained their cultural, memories in the form of historical neighborhoods that have only added to their multilayered charm and vigor with the passage of time. China Daily is taking readers on a journey to some of these timeless areas, 
where President Xi Jinping has left his footsteps and remarked on the preservation and vitalization of heritage. In this installment, we walk through the Small Park historical area of Shantou, Guangdong province, to see how rows ofqilou (arcade buildings) overlay an exotic charm on traditional architectural roots.
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strutted in the early1990s, indicates the place they occu­
py in peoples’ hearts.

The roofs are decorated with qianci, brightly colored 
porcelain shards assembled into the shape of auspicious 
figures such as the dragon and the phoenix, martial fig­
ures from local Teochew Opera, and flowers. The figures 
cany iron weapons in their hands, which also serve as 
lightning rods, Zhang explains.

Apart from stone carrings on tire facades, there are 
wood carrings covered in lacquer and gold leaf on the 
beams. Many depict scenes from Teochew Opera, such as 
stories adapted from the classical novel Romance of the 
Three Kingdoms, which contributed to making General 
Guan a household name.

In the past, on festival days and when successful over­
seas Chinese returned, Teochew Opera performances 
would be held in the open space between the two temples 
to express gratitude to the deities, Zhang says.

The area was used as a marketplace the rest of the year. 
The old town originated there and gradually expanded. 
Finally, after the local government began an integrated 
urban planning and road construction program in the 
1920s, a business district with a small circular park at its 
core and roads radiating outward was built. It remains 
intact until this day.

This was a period when a great number of overseas 
Chinese returned to invest in business and real estate. 
For example, right across from the park is the landmark 
Nansheng Department Store, which originally belonged 
to Li Bohuan, a Hakka businessman who made his for­
tune in Indonesia, and his business partners.

The grand seven-stoiy building was completed in 
1932, and included a department store, local and Western 
restaurants, and a hotel. It was lit with electric lamps 
every night, had flowers on each floor, and was home to 
the city’s first elevator, which remained in use for 60 
years.

In the two years following its completion, Li worked 
with neighboring business owners to fund and build a 
pavilion in the small park in memory of revolutionary 
leader Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925), which has since become 
the symbol of the old town area.

Numerous qilou were built at the time, using imported 
materials like cement and iron bars. Today, a walk 
through the historical neighborhood with arcade build­
ings lining its streets still reminds visitors of an era 
marked by the pursuit of wealth and utility, aesthetics and 
creativity, as well as the mix of modern and traditional.

Shantou is a rainy city with a subtropical climate. The 
ground floor colonnades separate pedestrians from traf­
fic, proride shelter from the sun, wind and rain, and 
make retail more appealing, says photographer and 
architectural expert Cai Haisong, who has been photo­
graphing the historical architecture of the Chaoshan 
region for more than three decades.

He says that the height of the three or four-story arcade 
buildings is almost the same as the width of the road, 
which is ideal for lighting and ventilation.
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Clockwise from top: The Small Park historical area of Shantou, Guangdong province, with a radiating layout, has a pavilion memorial to revolutionary 
leader Sun Yat-sen at its center; Yingge dance performances brighten up Spring Festival in February; a night view of the Small Park neighborhood; people 
flood into the neighborhood to get a taste of history, photos provided to china daily
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US students display their chops
The MTSU Chinese Music Ensemble’s first trip to China opens eyes on both sides, Xing Wen reports.
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Book takes literary voyage around world
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Jake Capistrant, a member of the Middle Tennessee State University 
Chinese Music Ensemble

Online
Watch the video
by scanning
the code.

the 20th Shanghai Book Fair. The 
Shanghai Translation Publishing 
House plans to host a pavilion fea­
turing a selection of 80 new titles 
from all over the world.

Contact the writer at
xingwen@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHANG KUN in Shanghai
zhangkun@chinadaily.coni.cn

connections between people.”
According to Song, the Chinese 

edition has sold more than 20,000 
copies since it came out in April. 
Next month, it will be a highlight of

David Damrosch embarked on 
a virtual voyage around the 
world during the pandemic and 
now the fruit of his project, 
Around the World in 80 Books, 
has been published in the United 
States and China. It will be one 
of the highlights at the upcom­
ing Shanghai Book Fair in 
August.

The professor of comparative 
literature at Harvard University 
is director of Harvard’s Institute 
for World Literature. In 2020, 
when the world came to a halt 
because of the COVID-19 pan­
demic, he decided to start a new 
blogging project. “With a whole 
series of travel plans canceled, I 
decided in the summer of 2020 
to follow the lead of Jules Verne’s 
globe-trotting hero Phileas Fogg.

listing books such as Virginia 
Woolf’s MrsDalkrway and Arnold 
Bennett’s Riceyman Steps, then to 
destinations like Krakow in 
Poland and Kolkata in India, as 
well as Beijing and Shanghai, 
where he covered novels old and 
new, from Wu Cheng’en’s Journey 
to the West to Nobel laureate Mo 
Yan’s Life and Death Are Wearing 
Me Out.

At the launch of the Chinese 
edition of Around die World in 80 
Books on April 23, which was 
World Book Day, Professor Yan 
Feng of Fudan University' said 
that Damrosch had drawn a nau­
tical map for readers voyaging 
across the ocean of literature. “It 
encourages everyone to embark 
on their own literary adventure. 
Today, in a world full of strife, 
isolation and barriers, literature, 
which seems virtual and intangi­
ble, offers an initiative to rebuild

77 
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Chinese teachers and students 
would see the passion of American 
university students for music and 
their uninhibited expression onstage. 

“Our band members each play 
several instraments and all enjoy 
themselves during performances. 
This is also worth considering for 
Chinese music educators: Should we 
shape children from a young age 
into performers through music edu­
cation or should we focus on culti­
vating their love of music?” she asks. 

Han has been studying the simi­
larities between die music cultures 
of China and the US for quite some 
time.

“We recommend students choose 
Chinese instruments based on their 
proficiency with their original 
instruments, which are mostly West­
ern. For example, if a student is 
skilled in woodwind instruments, 
they may enjoy playing the sheng (an 
ancient Chinese wind instrument) 
or the surma ”

Furthermore, she believes that it is 
crucial for students to experience the 
essence of Chinese music, such as 
yun (moving tones) in traditional 
Chinese music.

William Sprayberry, a 20-year-old 
junior studying video and film pro­
duction at MTSU and a member of 
die ensemble, lias come to notice 
what is unique about Chinese music. 
He recently started learning the gu- 
zheng. “It’s an instrument that I’m 
slowly getting more respect for, 
which I know is a weird way to say it. 
But the more I play and the more I 
get to interact with it, the more I 
really understand it,” he says, adding 
that exploring aspects like posture, 
technique and resting positions has 
revealed a wealth of details that col­
lectively transform the experience 
into something almost meditative. 

“Yes, it’s a performance. You know 
you are playing for people and that's 
a big part of it. But there’s definitely 
an element where you’re playing for 
yourself and to better yourself.”

His trip to China has ignited a 
desire to learn the language and he 
uses words like “gorgeous” to 
describe Chinese.

“I hope when I come back (to 
China), I will be able to read and 
communicate more on my own 
and really experience the culture 
firsthand.”

This journey has prompted him to 
reconsider his future career.

Initially, he had doubts regarding 
the practicality of pursuing a profes­
sional music career, particularly in 
terms of being able to make a living. 

“But I come here and I get to meet 
so many people, interact with so 
many phenomenal musicians and 
experience so much beauty.

“Seeing all of that and knowing 
that, if nothing else, I have a wide 
range of instruments I can play, I 
can fit well into ensembles of differ­
ent levels and styles. So, there’s 
something to be said for the world 
of music in the future,” he says.

’1

Han is the founding director of 
the MTSU Center for Chinese 
Music and Culture. Supported by 
China’s Center for Language Edu­
cation and Cooperation, the MTSU 
and China’s Hangzhou Normal 
University partnered to establish 
the center in 2016.

Located in Murfreesboro, part of 
metropolitan Nashville which is also 
known as Music City USA, the center 
aims to engage regional and nation­
al communities with China’s diverse 
musical and cultural traditions.

It regularly holds events such as 
concerts, music festivals, lectures 
and exhibitions to promote Chinese 
music and culture. Han received 
her doctoral and master’s degrees 
in Ethnomusicology from the Uni­
versity of British Columbia. Her 
academic research includes the 
music of China, East Asia, and cross- 
cultural music communication. She 
has been teaching Chinese music in 
North America for 28 years.

“This was the first time for me to 
take my US students to China,” she 
says, expressing her hope that dur­
ing the trip, the students would be 
able to explore Chinese music and 
culture while demonstrating their 
achievements.

She also says she hoped that

T .-/

the Chinese edition. 
Around the World in 80 Books 

was published by Penguin Books 
in the US and by Pelican Books in 
the United Kingdom in 2022. 
The Chinese edition was pub­
lished by the Shanghai Transla­
tion Publishing House in April. 

Last month, Song gave a lec­
ture on the book at the Interna­
tional School of Tongji 
University in Shanghai, present­
ing an overview of the 16 chap­
ters, each of which covered five 
books associated with a specific 
location.

“Professor Damrosch tried to 
avoid books that are either 
famous or popular with contem­
porary readers to present a col­
lection of stories from all over 
the world.”

Starting with Verne’s Around 
the World in Eighty Days, Dam­
rosch took readers to London,
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talent during concerts.
Reflecting on a memorable 

moment from the trip, Gaskill 
recalls the fun of discovering the 
pipa (a four-stringed Chinese lute) 
and banjo, both plucked string 
instruments. The pipa may have 
originated in West and Central Asia 
but is best known as a popular 
instrument in China, while the ban­
jo, which was based on West African 
instruments like the ngoni and the 
xalam, was originally an instrument 
devised and played by African slaves 
in the US before later gaining wider 
appeal.

“One day in Xiamen, I was sitting 
among the students playing the ban­
jo. I wear picks on my fingers, similar 
to tiie nails that pipa players use. 
The pipa is played with an outward 
motion, whereas the banjo is played 
inward,” he says.

“That became the topic of discus­
sion. When the students finally had 
the chance to play my banjo, they 
commented on how strange it was 
that the technique was the opposite 
of what they were used to.” 

He also tried playing the pipa for 
the first time.

Although Gaskill had already grad­
uated, he was still offered the chance 
by Han to be part of the Chinese tour.

In my case, I went voyaging 
around the world not in person 
but through 80 books.”

One of Damrosch’s former stu­
dents, Chinese American Profes­
sor Song Mingwei of Wellesley 
College, immediately followed 
up and put together a team of 
translators to translate the blog 
into Chinese. Damrosch posted 
essays every week from May to 
August in 2020, completing the 
project in 16 weeks. The Chinese 
translation was serialized 
almost simultaneously in the 
weekly literary journal the 
Shanghai Book Review from May 
21 to Sept 12.

“This writing project demon­
strates resilience in a period of 
crisis. During the pandemic, 
there was someone reading and 
writing, spreading a message of 
hope,” Song said earlier this 
year, during the book tour for

Top: Members of the Middle Tennessee State University Chinese 
Music Ensemble from the United States perform at a recent concert 
in Beijing. Above: Ensemble members Jake Capistrant (left) and 
Emory Gaskill (middle) on their first visit to China. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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I’ve learned that the culture is just as 

important as the music when learning a new 
musical tradition. It’s important to 

have an open mind.”
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Left: Professor Song Mingwei talks about his translation of David 
Damrosch’s book Around the World in 80 Books, which was 
published in Chinese earlier this year. Right: Cover of the Chinese 
edition of the book, photos provided to china daily
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ake Capistrant absolutely 
crashed it. The 19-year-old 
American with blond hair 
rocked the crowd at a recent

concert in Beijing, stunning every­
one by singing the powerful and 
uplifting classic song Haohan Ge 
(Hero Song), followed by an effort­
less rendition on the suona, a tradi­
tional Chinese wind instrument 

“The Hero Song was fun to learn. 
Last semester, we only played it on 
our instruments, but then I learned 
the words the best I could. I love the 
melody. It’s so expressive and trium­
phant,” says Capistrant.

He was part of a concert by the 
Middle Tennessee State University 
Chinese Music Ensemble and a 
group of teenage players of tradi­
tional Chinese instruments from the 
Beijing-based Soong Ching Ling 
Peace Angel Art Troupe on July 17.

The MTSU Chinese Music Ensem­
ble, directed by Han Mei, an ethno­
musicologist and established 
guzheng (Chinese zither) performer, 
is a credit course at the university’s 
school of music that is open to the 
entire student body.

The ensemble aims to broaden 
cultural horizons, offering students 
hands-on practice that enriches 
their musical vocabulaiy, enhances 
their international understanding, 
and extends and strengthens their 
music theory and history studies. 

“I played a couple of Chinese 
instruments before I joined the 
ensemble, but I didn’t know any­
thing about the beauty of Chinese 
music,” says Capistrant.

A vocal performance major, he 
has gradually found that studying 
Chinese music has opened his mind 
to thinking about music differently, 
including singing.

“I’ve learned that the culture is 
just as important as the music when 
learning a new musical tradition. It’s 
important to have an open mind,” he 
adds.

During the concert that night, 
Capistrant’s bandmate Emory Gas­
kill also had a shining moment. It 
happened as he seamlessly switched 
from playing the cello to performing 
on the jaw harp. The audience was 
amazed by the smooth transition 
from the rich tones of the cello to the 
vibrant, metallic twang of the harp. 
Gaskill earned a bachelor’s degree in 
music performance with a specialty 
in the cello at MTSU two years ago. 
While at university, he joined the 
ensemble to learn the sanxian, a 
three-stringed plucked instrument 

“My first impression of traditional 
Chinese music is that it’s deeply 
emotional and connected to the 
musicians,” says Gaskill. “There’s a 
meaning behind every movement 
and sound and it all connects to the 
surrounding space.”

Earlier this month, the ensemble 
traveled to Fujian province where 
they participated in a weeklong 
China-US youth exchange camp. 
The program took them to Xiam­
en, Quanzhou and Zhangzhou, 
where they were able to immerse 
themselves in the local culture, 
experience traditional art forms 
such as ranyin music (an old folk 
music style that is popular in Fuji­
an) and Liyuan Opera, and interact 
with students from Huaqiao Uni­
versity. They also displayed their
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Teenage players of traditional Chinese instruments from Beijing-based Soong Ching Ling Peace Angel Art Troupe perform during the event 
in Beijing on July 17.
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Opinion Line

Macroeconomic governance system
key to boosting high-quality growth

China’s appeal belies business exodus

G

Water moves moon closer as home away from home

What They Say

Eyes on Beijing in the hope it can promote peace process

Contact usat:
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The central authorities have recently 
vowed to improve the systems of macroe­
conomic governance, advance reforms in 
fiscal, taxation, financial and other key 
areas in a coordinated manner, and 
enhance the consistency of macro-policy 
orientation.

China should improve the national 
strategic planning system and policy 
coordination mechanism. To this end, it 
should build a mechanism for the for­
mulation and implementation of nation­
al strategies, strengthen the deep 
integration of major national strategies, 
and enhance macro guidance and over­
all coordination of these strategies. 

Over a period of time, China’s econom­
ic operation has been affected by unsta­
ble expectations and lack of confidence 
of some market players, which has 
affected the effectiveness of relevant pol­
icies to expand domestic demand. 

The country needs to improve the 
expectation management mechanism 
and the system of experts’ participation

Chinese scientists’ discovery of a 
hydrated mineral containing approxi­
mately 41 percent water in terms of 
weight in lunar soil samples returned by 
Chang’e 5 mission marks a giant step in 
mankind’s understanding of the moon 
while signifying a bright future for man­
kind’s march toward the Earth’s only 
natural satellite.

While it has long been believed that 
there was no water on the moon’s sur­
face, because it easily evaporates and 
escapes from the moon’s surface given 
the moon’s lack of an atmosphere and 
lower gravitational pull, whether water

in public decision-making, to achieve 
mutual information communication 
between the government and market in 
the decision-making process and let 
decision-making fully reflect the profes­
sional opinions. This will help reach poli­
cy consensus, stabilize expectations and 
enhance confidence.

In the past, China’s macro-regulation 
was mainly manifested as countercycli­
cal regulation, mainly through the coor­
dination of monetary and fiscal policies. 
However, over time, monetary and fiscal 
policies have become tools to stimulate 
economic growth. Therefore, at a time 
when China is promoting the organic 
combination of cross-cycle and counter­
cyclical policies to achieve economic bal­
ance and structural optimization, there 
is greater necessity to reform its fiscal, 
tax and financial systems.

The country needs to improve the bud­
get system, strengthen fiscal resources 
and budget coordination, and bring all 
revenue derived from administrative pow-

of Ukraine’s agricultural produce, and 
there exists great potential and space to 
expand bilateral cooperation. As Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said when 
meeting with his Ukrainian counterpart 
Dmytro Kuleba in Guangzhou, Guang­
dong province, on Wednesday, it is 
“friendship” and “cooperation” that 
characterize China-Ukraine relations. 

Kuleba is the first high-ranking 
Ukrainian official to visit China since the 
outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
in February 2022, and deepening the two 
countries’ cooperation is also on the 
agenda for his trip.

That Beij ing has stable and healthy ties 
with Russia and Ukraine should be regard­
ed as a positive asset for finding a political 
settlement to the conflict between the two 
sides. Only those that want to prolong the 
crisis or take advantage of it to meet their 
own narrow ends will try to splash dirty 
water on China’s pro-peace efforts. 

As Kuleba said, the Ukrainian side 
highly appreciates China’s positive and

exists in nonliquid form is of key aca­
demic interest. Scientists had found no 
water in the lunar soil samples collected 
by the United States’ Apollo series of 
spaceships from 1969 to 1972, but in
2009, remote sensing from an impactor 
aboard the Indian mission Chandrayaan 
1 that deliberately crashed on the moon’s 
polar region found evidence raising the 
possibility of the existence of ice there. 

In 2020, NASA announced that it had 
detected water molecules in the Clavius 
crater on the sunlit surface of the moon, 
but now Chang’e 5 has seen them in 
lunar soil samples. If more evidence of

ver the past more than three years, the Fumio Kishida government of Japan 
has strained ties with Beijing with its willingness to act as a proxy for Wash­
ington in the Asia-Pacific. Be it in the East and South China seas and the Tai­
wan Strait or the US’ “chip war” targeting China, Tokyo seemed confident

that the US’ anti-China stance would remain unchanged for the foreseeable future.
But US President Joe Biden calling time on his reelection bid on Sunday has made Tbkyo 

perceivably jittery, in the fear that, if Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump is 
reelected, his “America first” policy will unavoidably leave Japan stranded high and dry. 
That’s why the Kishida government is quietly adjustingits former one-sided pro-US policy, 
adopting a more balanced approach toward the United States and China.

In fact, Tbkyo has been hedging its bet on the outcome of the US presidential election for 
a while. Long before Hump defeated his Republican rivals, the Kishida government was 
among the first to start contacting the ITump team in preparation for his possible reelec­
tion in November. But despite this, Tbkyo fears its past enthusiastic participation in the 
Biden administration’s power play in Asia will come back to haunt it if a new ITump 
administration takes a more jaundiced view of the value of the cliques that Biden has built. 

Thus Tokyo hosted the 16th China-Japan strategic dialogue on Monday, which had 
been put on hold for four and a half years. The meeting between Japanese Foreign Min­
ister Yoko Kamikawa and Vice-Foreign Minister of Japan Okano Masataka with visiting 
Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu earlier this week reportedly prepared the 
ground for a possible meeting between Kamikawa and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi on the sidelines of a series of ASEAN-hosted meetings in Vientiane, Laos, starting on 
Thursday. That in turn may reportedly set the stage for a meeting between the top lead­
ers of the two neighbors.

Such intensive diplomatic interactions between Beijing and Tbkyo have been rare 
over the past few years, indicating the two sides’ common and strong desire to repair 
their ties.

This adjustment of their China policy in preparation for the possible change of White 
House occupier is also observable among some other US regional allies, including the 
Philippines, which has just reached a temporary deal with China on their maritime dis­
putes in the South China Sea.

Yet the Biden administration apparently does not want to see the alliance network in 
the Asia-Pacific that it has tried so hard to build over the past years dissolve so quickly, 
even before the presidential election result is known. That explains US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken’s back-to-back 11-day visits to Vietnam, Laos, Japan, the Philippi­
nes, Singapore and Mongolia starting from Wednesday, which marks the 18th Asia-Pa­
cific visit of Blinken, and US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin’s visit to Japan and the 
Philippines starting from Friday.

It is the Biden administration’s anxiety about the US losing one of its largest regional 
alliance networks in the world — a diplomatic and strategic asset Biden has bragged — 
that has prompted the hasty arrangement of the visits of its top diplomat and defense 
chief to the region.

The overlapping of Blinken and Austin’s itineraries in Tokyo and Manila reflects the 
special roles the latter two have assumed in the Biden administration’s strategy to con­
tain China. How Tokyo and Manila will respond to the two US guests will be viewed 
carefully by Beijing as not only a test of their sincerity to mend ties with China, but also 
their confidence in their future ties with the US.

iven the rising geopolitical tensions between China and the United States, and 
the “de-risking” strategy being pushed ahead by some Western countries to 
reduce dependence on China in terms of technologies and trade, it is not sur­
prising that reports about foreign businesses cutting investment or shifting

production out of China should have emerged. Or that such news is often cited by those 
who are hostile to China as evidence for what they believe is the country’s diminishing 
economic potential and gloomy future.

Yet it is the foreign business communities in China, which feel the pulse of China’s 
economic dynamics firsthand, and they are the most qualified to offer insights into the 
country’s economic prospects. The visit to Beijing by a delegation of the US-China Busi­
ness Council earlier this week reflects the business communities’ confidence in the Chi­
nese market and the readiness of foreign companies to continue deepening their 
cooperation with China.

As a private, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization of more than 270 US companies 
that do business in China, the council has, over the past more than 50 years, played a 
major role in supporting China-US economic and trade cooperation, which has brought 
tangible benefits to people in both countries. The visit was arranged as part of an agree­
ment the two countries’ top leaders reached during their San Francisco summit last 
November to expand bilateral exchanges.

It is noteworthy that the trip came shortly after the conclusion of the third plenum of 
the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, which charted China’s 
course of reform in the years ahead.

That’s why Foreign Minister Wang Yi, during his meeting with the delegation on Mon­
day, told the group, the first foreign business delegation that China received after the 
event, that they came to Beijing “at the right time” because they could feel the “new vibe” 
of China as it pushes ahead with comprehensive reforms.

The plenum, which concluded on July 18, has set a timetable for a new round of eco­
nomic reforms that include those aimed at promoting alignment with high-standard 
international economic and trade rules, and harmonizing rules, regulations, manage­
ment and standards relating to property rights protection, industrial subsidies, envi­
ronmental standards, labor protection, government procurement, e-commerce and 
other areas, in an effort to create an institutional environment that is transparent, sta­
ble, and predictable, thus making the Chinese market even more attractive to foreign 
investors ready to benefit from China’s process of modernization.

That FedEx CEO Raj Subramaniam, who led the delegation, said that the US business 
sector would continue to explore the Chinese market with confidence, and hoped to 
contribute more to the bilateral trade and investment relationship, underscores the 
enormous opportunities for Sino-US economic cooperation that are there to be 
explored despite Washington’s restrictive and even repressive policies targeting China. 

US business people’s confidence is rooted in the resilience and vibrancy of the Chinese 
economy. The International Monetary Fund has recently upgraded its forecast for Chi­
na’s economy, saying that the world’s second-largest economy will likely expand at a 5 
percent annual rate this year, a 0.4 percentage point increase from its earlier estimate. 
Investment bank Barclays has also revised its 2024 GDP growth forecast for China from 
4.4 percent to 5 percent, primarily supported by China’s stronger-than-expected first- 
quarter economic data.

China’s modernization will provide more opportunities for businesses from the US 
and all other countries. Hopefully the US business community will continue to play its 
role as a stabilizing force for Sino-US relations, and contribute more to both economies 
and global stability.

The attention the world is paying to 
the top Ukrainian diplomat’s ongoing 
visit to China from Tuesday to Friday 
shows the great hopes that are being 
pinned on Beijing being able to broker 
an end to the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

Some in the West have gone to great 
lengths to smear China as an “enabler” 
of Russia’s “special military operation” in 
Ukraine, implying that only those join­
ing the West’s sanctions on Russia are on 
the right side. But as China has repeated­

ly said it is friend of both 
Russia and Ukraine and it 
holds a neutral stance. 

China and Ukraine estab­
lished their comprehensive 
strategic partnership as ear­
ly as 2011, and Ukraine was 
one of the first batch of 
countries to join the Belt 
and Road Initiative. 

China has been Ukraine’s 
largest trading partner for 
years and the largest market
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er, government credit, and State-owned 
resources and assets into government 
budget management It should also set up 
a tax system conducive to high-quality 
development, social fairness, and market 
unification, optimize the structure of the 
tax system, improve the direct tax system, 
and improve the comprehensive and clas­
sified personal income tax system. 

The focus of the reform of fiscal and 
tax systems is to establish a fiscal rela­
tionship between central and local gov­
ernments. It should help increase local 
governments’ fiscal resources and 
expand local tax sources while increas­
ing the proportion of central fiscal 
expenditure, as taxation and finance are 
the two most important areas of macroe­
conomic governance, and it is urgent for 
China to establish a modern fiscal and 
taxation system and a more market-effi­
cient financial system based on the rule 
of law in order to promote high-quality 
development.

- 21ST CENTURY BUSINESS HERALD

water in lunar soil is found in the future, 
scientists wall gain a deeper understand­
ing of how the moon once had an atmos­
phere and how it lost it, an essential 
chapter in the moon’s history.

It will also raise the possibility of man­
kind residing on the moon in the future, 
because the existence of water resources 
makes it possible for humans to set up 
base there in due course, without the 
need to carry this essential resource all 
the way, about 380,000 kilometers. How­
ever, all that hinges on more research 
being carried out in the future. 

- ZHANGZHOUXIANG,  CHINA DAILY

constructive role in promoting peace 
and maintaining international order. 

That the Ukrainian foreign minister 
said in Guangzhou that Ukraine is will­
ing and ready to engage in dialogue and 
negotiation with Russia — as long as the 
negotiations are rational and meaning­
ful, and aimed at achieving a just and 
lasting peace — should be taken as a pos­
itive sign for the rest of his visit to China, 
during which Kyiv and Beijing can 
explore ways to remove the obstacles that 
have been hindering the peace process. 

China believes that the resolution of 
all disputes must always be achieved 
through political means. Recently, both 
Ukraine and Russia have signaled to 
varying degrees their willingness to 
negotiate. Although the conditions and 
timing may not yet be ripe, Beijing will 
support all efforts that contribute to 
peace and is willing to continue to play a 
constructive role in promoting a cease­
fire and meaningful peace talks. 

- IJ YANG, CHINA DAILY

With former stance a potential liability, 
Tokyo adopts damage limitation policy
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Broad govt spending needed to boost long-term growth
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just over 26 percent. This change has 
significantly impacted the market econ­
omy. Reduced government spending 
decreased total market demand and 
could further suppress economic activi­
ty, affecting key economic areas such as 
business investment and consumer 
spending, leading to poor growth 
momentum and even contraction. 

We believe that current government 
spending should not be reduced; 
instead, broad government spending 
should be increased.

In the short term, it is necessary to 
first reassess the nature of govern­
ment bonds. Judging by the experien­
ces of other economies, the issuance of 
government bonds in China has been 
insufficient. Therefore, the govern­
ment should issue more bonds and 
use the funds to pay off local debts, 
thereby revitalizing local govern­
ments’ economic activity. This reform 
should be implemented immediately, 
as it would significantly boost total 
demand in the short term.

In the second half of the year, timely 
short-term policies must be implement­
ed. For instance, during the National 
Day Golden Week holiday, the central 
government could consider using sev­
eral million yuan or an even larger 
amount to directly distribute consump­
tion vouchers among the people, incen­
tivizing and subsidizing consumer 
spending. The immediate effect of such 
a move would be the quick activation of 
the consumer market, which will in 
turn vitalize the Chinese economy. 

Preliminary estimates show such a 
move would not deplete existing cen­
tral financial reserves. In fact, it could 
leverage the multiplier effect of the 
consumption vouchers which, based 
on local government experiments, 
could generate about four times the 
additional consumption for every 
yuan distributed. With the increase in 
consumption turnover tax, the central

fund would ultimately return to the 
government as tax revenue, boosting 
consumer confidence and market 
vitality at nearly zero cost 

In the long run, the government 
should shift from the project-oriented 
approach to a service-oriented 
approach, for which the government 
lias to focus more on public welfare, 
and prioritize improving people’s 
income and consumption levels. 

By optimizing public services, 
strengthening social security and 
developing sectors directly related to 
people’s lives such as education and 
healthcare, the government can effec­
tively improve people’s quality of life 
and consumption capacity, thereby 
stimulating market-driven growth and 
forming a tortuous cycle of consump­
tion-led economic growth, and helping 
increase people’s disposable income. 

Government bonds are not just 
financial instruments used to cover 
fiscal deficits; they are important tools 
for increasing national wealth and 
symbolize government capacity. As a 
matter of fact, government bonds are 
foundational financial assets and the 
base of the capital market pyramid, 
which ensure essential services are 
provided, leading to the healthy devel­
opment of capital markets. Govern­
ment bonds should be recognized for 
their irreplaceable role and issued 
even when the economy is healthy. 

Government bonds are also crucial 
for promoting the internationalization 
of the renminbi. For international 
investors, holding Chinese govern­
ment bonds is the safest and simplest 
form of investment in China, with 12 
percent of Chinese government bonds 
currently held by foreign investors. 

Analyzing the nature of government 
bonds prompts us to advocate for fre­
quent issuance of government bonds as 
a key tool for economic development. 

Consumer spending is unlikely to

These efforts are indispensable for 
countries to realize social and econom­
ic progress. The projects generate hope 
and optimism that the problems of 
abject poverty and laggardly develop­
ment can be overcome.

China recognizes that there is a dia­
lectical link between peace and socio­
economic development, which 
constantly interact and reinforce each 
other. It understands that its own 
development is dependent on the pros­
perity of other countries. Thus China is 
helping to enhance trade and econom­
ic progress. This is the win-win and 
mutually beneficial relations that Chi­
na often refers to.

As early as the 1980s, Deng Xiaoping, 
the architect of modem China, stated 
that developed countries must recog­
nize that their economic advancement 
is unattainable without the growth 
of Third World economies. 

What is important to 
note here is that China

does not seek to develop at the expense 
of the Global South but in cooperation 
with it. It does not want to dominate 
any country, instead it constantly seeks 
to build partnerships to the benefit of 
all concerned.

This approach to international rela­
tions is changing the world and bring­
ing peoples of various cultures closer 
to each other.

The win-win approach is really cre­
ating a world of shared values with 
equality and friendship at the core of 
that policy. For that we have to recog­
nize the enlightened and progressive 
leadership of China in today’s world.

Tfie author is an associate professor at the Faculty of Eco­
nomics, Thammasat University, Thailand. The views
don’t necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

The author is director of the Academic 
Center for Chinese Economic Practice
and Thinking at Tsinghua University. 
The views don’t necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

The author is former president of Guy­
ana. The views don’t necessarily repre­
sent those of China Daily.

he third plenary session of 
the 20th Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of 
China, held from July 15 to

July 18, has garnered significant inter­
est in China’s economic development. 
The resolution on further deepening 
reform, adopted at the plenum, has 
proposed expanding the scope of fund 
utilization from the sale of local gov­
ernment special-purpose bonds. This 
includes allowing a larger portion of 
these funds to be used as capital across 
various sectors and on a broader scale. 

From a macroeconomic point of 
view, the Chinese economy has been 
operating below its potential GDP 
growth rate for more than two years, 
because of overall sluggish and declin­
ing prices, low investor confidence 
and underemployment. 

The Chinese economy has been in 
the grip of a “minor cold” for the past 
more than two years. Given China’s 
current economic scale, curing the 
economy’s “minor cold” is not a big 
problem. However, if the “minor cold” 
is not promptly treated, it could evolve 
into a more severe “heart and lung dis­
ease” impairing future economic per­
formance. In economics, unresolved 
short-term issues could impact long­
term GDP growth.

Therefore, China should take meas­
ures to eliminate potential risks, and 
prevent short-term, cyclical factors 
from becoming long-term trends due to 
delayed policy responses. Also, govern­
ment departments must adopt a more 
proactive approach to prevent and 
eliminate systemic risks, and establish a 
systemic risk emergency management 
team.

The core issue is the reduction in gov­
ernment spending, which incidentally 
caused the “minor cold” Over the past 
four years, government spending, an 
essential lever for macroeconomic reg­
ulation, has decreased by 3.8 percent to

recover quickly in the short term due 
to the “scar effect” Also, it is difficult to 
revitalize the real estate market and 
boost private enterprises’ confidence 
in the short term. Therefore, the gov­
ernment should use government 
bonds to steer the economy back on a 
normal trajectory.

However, China’s government bond 
market is still a work in progress, as it 
lacks variety and the financial market 
has limited depth and breadth. The US 
government bond market is known for 
its large scale and liquidity, and offering 
annualized interest rates in the 4-5 per­
cent range on long-term bonds (20 
years, 30 years or even longer). China’s 
bond market, though rapidly develop­
ing, is still in its early stages of develop­
ment, especially for long-term bonds, 
with the recent first issuance of 2O-year 
bonds indicating gradual development 

Government bonds are not only 
safe, carry low risks, but also the cor­
nerstone of financial markets. Their 
liquidity, safety and degree of interna­
tionalization are crucial for attracting 
foreign investors. Improving the gov­
ernment bond market, particularly the 
long-term bond market, will enhance 
the financial market’s depth and 
breadth, providing stable, long-term 
funding sources for the economy. 

After an in-depth analysis, we are 
confident of China’s economic pros­
pects. Economic development 
requires innovative and effective poli­
cies, collective efforts and sustained 
investments from all sectors to ensure 
long-term stable economic prosperity. 
We believe that comprehensive 
reforms will enable the Chinese econo­
my to overcome the challenges.

These efforts

are aimed at

key area for expanding their 
production networks, which can
improve the connectivity among
the regional trade and supply
chains. With its geographical
proximity, abundant resources
expanding markets and vibrant
economies, ASEAN has become
an important trade and econom­
ic partner of the three countries. 
On the other hand, strengthen­
ing cooperation with ASEAN is
essential for the three countries to achieve their econom­
ic and strategic goals within and beyond the region. 

Thus, it seems to be a good sign that ASEAN and China, 
Japan and the ROK are trying to find new grounds for 
deepening collaboration to address challenges such as 
aging populations, climate change, health security, eco­
nomic recovery and growth in the post-COVID-19 pan­
demic world.

To unleash the full potential of ASEAN+3 cooperation, 
emphasis should be placed on economic integration, modem 
infrastructure development and facilitation of trade through 
streamlined regulations, lb be more specific, ASEAN+3 col­
laboration to maintain financial stability should be strength­
ened as stronger financial cooperation through initiatives 
such as the multilateralization of the Chiang Mai Initiative 
can create safety nets during economic crises. 

The ASEAN+3 partnership also extends to non-eco­
nomic areas, including people-to-people exchanges, espe­
cially student exchanges, disaster-risk reduction and 
strengthening regional security. These efforts are aimed 
at improving mutual understanding and fostering a more 
stable and peaceful East Asia. More importantly, increas­
ing awareness about regional common challenges such as 
climate change, food security, energy security, and envi­
ronmental protection requires joint platforms for prob­
lem-solving and efficient cooperation in the region. 

However, translating a grand vision and broad agree­
ments into concrete actions remains challenging due to 
the need for strong political will, efficient governance 
mechanisms and effective monitoring to ensure commit­
ments are fulfilled. In addition, limited public awareness 
and misunderstanding of ASEAN+3 cooperation may 
affect social support and discourage active participation 
from local citizens.

Despite die promising trends of ASEAN+3 cooperation, 
there remain obstacles and challenges that must be over­
come to realize the full potential of the ASEAN+3 partner­
ship. The challenges include tensions over maritime claims 
of some ASEAN+3 countries in die South China Sea and 
political disagreements. These issues create differences and 
disputes and hinder cooperation, making policy decisions 
challenging. Therefore, addressing these sensitive issues 
through diplomacy based on mutual respect and resolving 
the disputes are crucial for maintaining peace. 

Furthermore, economic disparities between some 
ASEAN member states and the more advanced econo­
mies of China, Japan and the ROK need to be addressed 
as it could lead to unequal benefits and capacity gaps. 
Efforts to achieve inclusive development within the 
ASEAN+3 framework aim to address development gaps 
within the group, focusing on enhancing different coun­
tries’ capabilities through targeted investments, technol­
ogy transfer and institutional strengthening with clearer 
operational frameworks and improved communication 
channels.

Additionally, external influences and geopolitical issues 
have impacted the dynamics of ASEAN+3, making it diffi­
cult to pursue common interests in the region. Hence, it 
is necessary to strengthen regional economic and security 
cooperation through multilateral mechanisms and offset 
external influences in a way that prioritizes the needs and 
interests of the region.

In summary, the positive signs of closer ASEAN+3 
cooperation indicate a promising future for the region, 
although intensified efforts are needed to promote inclu­
sive development, build stronger institutional frame­
works, streamline bureaucratic processes and foster 
effective communication channels, in order to overcome 
initial obstacles. By addressing these challenges and fos­
tering a spirit of cooperation, ASEAN+3 can unleash its 
true potential, build a more thriving and integrated East 
Asia, and become a key player in the global economic and 
political arena.

■Illlll

J’

■ iU ■ 
hiiE?
mmi | 

lllllll; 
mini 
mi <ti

ince the global financial crisis 
in 2007/2008 when its econom­
ic strength became obvious due 
to the role it played in helping

other countries to deal with the nega­
tive impact of that crisis, China has 
become the target of Western propa­
ganda.

It is a public opinion offensive that 
seeks to depict China and the US 
(more generally the global West) as 
being in confrontation with each other. 
To give credence to that proposition, 
they interpret China’s relations with 
the rest of the world as a devious plot 
to end the United States’ dominant 
position in global affairs and eventual­
ly rale the world.

In order to scare developing coun­
tries, the strategists of the US are 
using the historical experiences of the 
former colonies. After the colonial sys­
tem collapsed, the imperialist coun­
tries (US, Canada and the former 
colonial powers) established a neo-co- 
lonial policy which allowed them to 
keep control of the developing coun­
tries’ economies. One of the ways they 
did this was by establishing institu­
tions to trap the developing world in 
debt.

Capitalizing on the negative experi­
ences that developing countries have 
had with the IMF and World Bank, the 
US strategists falsely describe China’s 
relations with the Global South as 
being akin to imperialism’s actual 
exploitative strategy.

The reality is that the People’s 
Republic of China does not aspire to 
dominate the world or control other 
countries. It has no interest in replac­
ing the West with imperialist intent. 

Philosophically, China has been 
opposed to imperialism and hegemo­
nism since the victorious Chinese rev­
olution of 1949. It is that philosophical 
underpinning that enabled the Chi­
nese leadership to propose the Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, 
which continue to be the foundation of 
the foreign policy of China. This oppo­
sition to imperialism and hegemonism 
is a constant thread running through 
China’s foreign policy since the Five 
Principles were expounded 70 years 
ago by then Chinese premier Comrade 
Zhou Enlai.

China’s priority is to straggle for 
development, and it seeks a peaceful 
environment in which to do so. It has 
made great efforts to promote an end 
to the conflict in Ukraine and to stop 
Israel’s onslaught against the Palestini­
an people.

It has tried
to help ease
tensions in
the Middle
East. Its
approach was
on display
recently when it became known that it 
had played a key role in getting Iran 
and Saudi Arabia to restore diplomatic 
relations, as well as a meeting from 
July 21 to 23 in Beijing where the Pales­
tinian factions signed a declaration 
emphasizing unity and the cessation of 
internal division.

Over the years, China’s leaders have 
been able to build on the Five Princi­
ples of Peaceful Coexistence. President 
Xi Jinping has continued this legacy by 
proposing three global initiatives 
aimed at addressing the development, 
security and trust deficits that have 
become prominent in today’s world. 

These initiatives have the potential 
to greatly advance the building of a 
community with a shared future that 
he has proposed as a way to reduce 
and address common risks and chal­
lenges.

The Belt and Road Ini­
tiative has also been 
transforming the 
world since Presi­
dent Xi pro­
posed its two j

components
in 2013. For
the first
time, devel­
oping coun- ■
tries, in
partnership
with China,
are begin­
ning to build
infrastruc­
ture that will
facilitate real
economic
development
and growth.
These
include such
vital facili­
ties as seaports,
railways, airports, roads, 
cutting edge information 
technologies, and vital social 
infrastructure, such as schools, hos­
pitals, stadiums, etc. China has also 
made available thousands of scholar­
ships to students of the Global South, 
making a great contribution to devel­
oping the human capital of poor coun­
tries.

nder ASEAN+3 cooperation, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations has been collaborat­
ing with the three major Asian economies — 
China, Japan and the Republic of Korea — 

since 1997. The ASEAN+3 partnership lias huge potential
to facilitate the further growth of the East Asian region. 

Recent developments, especially the high-level Cliina- 
Japan-ROK trilateral summit in May, point toward 
increasingly close cooperation between ASEAN and Chi­
na, Japan and the ROIC The trilateral summit in Seoul 
reflected the willingness of the three major partners of 
ASEAN to deepen their ongoing cooperation and trade 
relations with the Southeast Asian bloc, with the leaders 
from China, Japan and the ROK expressing mutual sup­
port in priority areas such as trade, disaster relief and cul­
tural exchanges.

Although the Seoul summit focused on broad issues, 
achieving limited success in addressing specific challen­
ges, for ASEAN, it unveiled the potential for progress 
while raising hopes of addressing future challenges. 

Beijing, Tokyo and Seoul are
major trading partners of
ASEAN and members of the
Regional Comprehensive Eco­
nomic Partnership, which
marked another significant step
toward economic integration in
the region.

The three economies have
made massive investments in
the region and view ASEAN as a improving 

mutual under­

standing and 

fostering a 

more stable

and peaceful 

East Asia.

ASEAN+3 can unleash 
true potential for 
regional good
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United Nations 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, 
addressing climate change, pro­
moting green development, and 
developing the digital economy, 
which promise vast potential for 
policy dialogue and pragmatic 
cooperation. Greater BRICS 
cooperation should focus on 
both existing key sectors and 
promising emerging areas to 
achieve tangible results. 

Furthermore, greater BRICS 
cooperation should stay open to 
enhance the group’s transparen­
cy and admit new members 
when appropriate. The 
“BRICS+” model should be fur­
ther developed and consolidat­
ed, attracting economically 
vibrant and promising countries 
to join the mechanism, generat­
ing synergy on a broader scale, 
and injecting new vitality into 
the group.

In the long run, only by scal­
ing up can the BRICS countries 
make their voice better heard in 
the international community 
and provide more options for 
cooperation.

In October, the 16th BRICS 
Summit will be held in Kazan, 
Russia. Themed “Strengthening 
Multilateralism for Just Global 
Development and Security” this 
rail be the first summit after the 
mechanism’s expansion. 

As the rotating chair, Russia 
wall work with other members 
to build BRICS into a new type 
of multilateral cooperation 
mechanism that is made up by 
emerging markets and develop­
ing countries, open to the world, 
and inclusive of all — something 
which will play a key role in 
advancing more just and equita­
ble global governance.

BRICS should fully leverage 
the resources and markets of its 
member countries to deepen 
pragmatic cooperation in 
finance and trade, energy and 
food, science and technology 
innovation. It is also imperative 
to further strengthen dialogue 
and mutual learning, expand 
cultural exchanges, and lay a 
new foundation for stable and 
long-term development of the 
group’s cooperation.

77ze author is a senior research 
fellow of the Institute of World 
Economics and Politics at the 
Chinese Academy ofSocialSci- 
ences and the National Institute 
for Global Strategy at the CASS. 
The author contributed this arti­
cle to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

The author is a senior researcher of 
the Research Institute at the Bank of 
China. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

institutions and multinationals to 
issue local currency bonds, and 
enhance support for infrastructure 
building and corporate financing. In 
this way, there will be more reliable 
investment options within the group 
and the problem of currency mis­
match will be eased.

Second, they should enhance finan­
cial support for key industries and 
projects. The original BRICS mem­
bers — Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa — can draw new 
members such as Saudi Arabia and 
Ethiopia into the New Development 
Bank to enlarge the bank’s capital 
base and boost its capacity to mobi­
lize resources and raise funds. The 
enlarged grouping should expand 
investment and financing using local 
currencies to reduce the costs of 
financing and the risks involved in 
foreign exchange fluctuations. The 
group should integrate the resources 
of commercial banks in member 
states, and support flagship projects 
through joint loans and syndicated 
loans. It needs to w'ork out differenti­
ated financing strategies to support 
different industries and cater to the 
need for capital of outstanding enter­
prises and projects.

Third, the BRICS countries can 
enhance support for high-tech and 
frontier industries. The members of 
the grouping should enhance their 
financing support for digital economy 
industrial parks, incubation bases, 
and tech transfer centers to facilitate 
cooperation among member states in 
tech innovation and transfer. Govern­
ments of member countries, multina­
tionals and industrial leading 
enterprises can jointly establish 
emerging industries incubation 
funds, seed funds and venture capital 
funds, particularly taking advantage 
of the influence of Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE in the financial market of the 
Middle East and draw their sovereign 
wealth funds to invest in promising 
start-ups to promote tech break­
throughs.

Fourth, the enlarged group should 
deepen their cooperation in payment 
and settlement system. The BRICS 
countries should explore building a 
unified local currency payment and 
settlement system and promote con­
nectivity between different payment 
systems. The group needs to enhance 
digital currency and mobile payment 
cooperation among the member 
states, and encourage more central 
banks and financial institutions of 
emerging economies to participate 
in the mBridge project, which 
explores multilateral cooperation 
regarding international payments 
using central bank digital currencies, 
and use distributed ledger technolo­
gies to facilitate cross-border pay­
ments.

member states.
First, the expansion will consoli­

date the foundation for industry 
cooperation among emerging econo­
mies. The enlarged BRICS mecha­
nism will cover a larger population 
and more resources, creating a wider 
market and more space for industry 
cooperation.

Currently, most emerging econo­
mies are on the periphery of the glob­
al division of labor system, and are 
engaged in the manufacturing and 
processing of products with low tech­
nology or low added value. Thus, 
many emerging economies have fall­
en into the “middle-income trap” aft­
er reaching a certain level of 
development.

After expansion of the BRICS, the 
share of its population in the global 
total lias risen from 40.7 percent to 
44.9 percent, the share of economic 
output has risen from 24.7 percent to 
271 percent, and the proportion of 
exports of goods has risen from 20.2 
percent to 24.8 percent, which allows 
the expanded BRICS countries to 
mobilize more resources and creates 
a bigger platform for countries to 
cooperate. The expansion will also 
further the economic integration 
within the group, and help build a 
more competitive and fair division of 
labor system among them, with the 
complementarity of resource endow­
ment among member states 
enhanced.

The new members of BRICS are 
rich in energy, mineral and agricul­
tural resources. Saudi Arabia is one of 
the world’s largest oil producers;
Egypt has abundant mineral and nat­
ural resources, and an advanced 
planting industry; the UAE is one of 
the leading liquefied natural gas 
exporters in the world; Iran is also a 
major oil producer, while Ethiopia is 
an agricultural powerhouse. They will 
provide more raw materials for indus­
try cooperation among the BRICS 
countries and help optimize the allo­
cation of global resources, promoting 
the sharing of resources among the 
members.

The new BRICS countries also have 
their respective advantages in differ­
ent technological fields, which is con­
ducive to deepening innovation 
cooperation.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE have 
advanced petrochemical and aero­
space industries. Egypt has made 
progress in transforming its tradi-

s a prime example of coop­
eration among emerging 
economies, the BRICS 
.group has consistently act­

ed on the spirit of openness, inclu­
siveness, and win-win cooperation, 
playing a positive role in global indus­
try chain cooperation. The expansion 
of the BRICS with the five new mem­

bers of Saudi Ara­
bia, Egypt, the
United Arab States, 
Iran and Ethiopia 
rail have a pro­
found influence on 
industry coopera­
tion among the

Enlarged BRICS mechanism has created more space 
for cooperation beyond the trade in natural resources

WANGXIAOYING/ CHINA DAILY

tional industries, such as textile and 
steel. Iran’s R&D capacity in the 
nuclear energy and petrochemical 
sectors is remarkable. Ethiopia is a 
major manufacturing powerhouse in 
Africa, and is developing industries 
such as communications and IT. 
These tech advantages and resources 
will give the BRICS countries more 
space for deepening their tech coop­
eration and boost their technological 
capacity.

There are three areas in particular 
in which the expanded BRICS group­
ing can strengthen their cooperation. 
First, the BRICS countries include 
both major energy exporters and 
importers. The energy importers can 
participate in the exploitation and 
operation of mines and oil fields in 
energy exporting countries through 
acquisitions and mergers, or form 
joint ventures with enterprises in 
exporting countries by providing cap­
ital and technologies to take part in 
the development and use of new ener­
gy. They can also help host countries 
to build ports, roads, railways and 
grids to improve the transportation 
and trade efficiency.

Second, the BRICS countries are at 
the different development stages, 
creating conditions for them to 
transfer industries and expand mar­
kets within the group. Member states 
can integrate their resources, mar­
kets and technologies into a unified 
global division of labor system by 
jointly establishing industrial parks, 
thus promoting the development 
and upgrading of traditional indus­
tries.

Third, the BRICS countries can 
cooperate to produce high-tech inno­
vations. The world is on the eve of a 
new technological revolution, charac­
terized by the rapid development of 
technologies such as artificial intelli­
gence, 5G, new energy and aerospace, 
which provides a precious opportuni­
ty for the developing countries to 
overtake the developed countries. 

The BRICS countries can jointly 
build research centers and technology 
parks to pool resources and promote 
tech transfer and incubation, which 
will reduce the costs of R&D and 
boost its efficiency and promote the 
integrated development of emerging 
industries in the grouping. 

There are four main strategies and 
methods for the BRICS countries to 
promote industry cooperation 
through financing.

First, they can create a sound mon­
etary and financial environment for 
industry cooperation through curren­
cy cooperation. The BRICS countries 
should establish currency swap 
schemes to reduce the impacts of 
exchange rate fluctuations and boost 
trade and investment facilitation. It is 
important to expand the foreign 
exchange reserves of the BRICS coun­
tries and attract funding from the 
new members to boost the group’s 
capacity to weather international 
financial crises and liquidity crunch­
es. The BRICS countries should joint­
ly build local currency bond markets, 
encourage governments, financial

he world is seeing a 
worsening global gov­
ernance deficit as some 
developed countries

prioritize their own interests 
and run away from their due 
international responsibilities. In 
contrast, emerging markets and 
developing countries have 

shown 
increasing 
willingness 
and capabili­
ties to shoul­
der 
international 
obligations,

more actively making their voi­
ces heard on major internation­
al and regional issues. 

Riding on this trend, the 
BRICS group initiated a new 
round of expansion to enhance 
the global influence of these 
countries. Starting Jan 1, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates were 
admitted as official members of 
the BRICS grouping, marking 
the beginning of a new era of 
greater BRICS cooperation. 

Built on the economic founda­
tion of emerging markets and 
developing countries, the BRICS 
mechanism has a mission to 
raise their voice on the world 
stage.

The BRICS mechanism will 
be committed to deepening 
South-South cooperation and 
advancing global governance. 
Serving as the hub for South- 
South cooperation, the expand­
ed mechanism will aim for 
high-quality development of 
the Global South, broader coop­
eration and improved govern­
ance.

BRICS members come from 
different continents including 
Asia, Europe, the Americas and 
Africa. Naturally, they vary in 
resource endowments, political 
systems, economic and social 
development levels and models, 
religions, cultures, as well as his­
torical traditions.

Currently, each member has 
set its own unique growth strat­
egies and policy priorities based 
on their national conditions. 
When it comes to major eco­
nomic and strategic issues, 
some members hold different 
views and lack political trust in 
each other. After the expansion 
of BRICS, these differences and 
divergences rail continue to 
exist, if not widen, leading some 
to believe that there is no effec­
tive adhesive to bring the group 
together and that cooperation 
among members will face great­
er challenges.

All of the BRICS members are 
emerging markets and develop­
ing countries rath ambitious 
goals to enhance regional and 
international influence through 
economic growth and social 
progress. In certain fields, com­
petition may arise as they tie for 
resources and markets that are 
crucial for economic growth. As 
economic strength and interac­
tions grow, the BRICS countries 
may see sharper differences and 
potentially more intense compe­
tition.

Some argue that the BRICS 
mechanism is a platform for 
emerging powers to compete for 
global influence, with inevitable 
economic and political competi­
tion among its members. The 
expanded BRICS will also need 
to consider how new and old 
members should take up their 
share in the group’s voice. 

Some developed countries 
such as the United States have 
adopted policies to divide the 
BRICS. For instance, some coun­
tries support India, Brazil and 
South Africa in leading Global 
South affairs while attempting 
to exclude China and Russia 
from the community. They label 
the other BRICS members as 
subordinate, so as to create divi­
sions and opposition within the 
group.

Moreover, as more and more 
countries seek to join the BRICS 
group, establishing admission 
criteria should be urgently 
addressed.

The expansion of BRICS from 
five to 10 members is a signifi­
cant milestone in the group’s 
history. To ensure stable and 
long-term development, it is 
important to step up the efforts 
to explore the potential of great­
er cooperation, shape the driv­
ing force for BRICS countries, 
and highlight the positive role 
the expanded BRICS coopera­
tion plays in advancing and 
leading global development and 
South-South cooperation. 

Greater BRICS cooperation 
should build on past experien­
ces to enhance collaboration in 
key and emerging fields. Coop­
eration in eight focus areas — 
trade and investment, manufac­
turing and mineral processing, 
energy, agricultural cooperation, 
science and innovation, finance, 
connectivity, and information 
and communication technology 
— lays a solid foundation for col­
laboration among BRICS mem­
bers.

In addition, the BRICS coun­
tries share similar positions in 
areas such as implementing the

J_o

BRICS should fully leverage the resources 
and markets of its member countries, 
laying a new foundation for stable and 

long-term development of greater cooperation
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mote high-quality development 
within the real economy by allow­
ing them to borrow medium to 
long-term foreign debt. The 
National Development and 
Reform Commission announced 
this initiative as part of the coun­
try’s strategy to further open up 
and enhance cross-border financ­
ing facilitation. According to a cir­
cular released by the NDRC, 
companies must meet several cri­
teria to qualify, including compli­
ance with national policies. Their 
business operations must align 
with national macroeconomic reg­
ulation and industrial policies.

By SHI JENG in Shanghai 
shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

than one-third of all the stock-fo­
cused mutual fund products in Chi­
na by the end of 2023, hitting a 
record high. This is a clear signal 
that China’s equity funds are under­
going the transition toward passive 
management, he said.

A reference point is the market 
trend in the United States where 
passive funds accounted for only 20 
percent of all the US mutual funds 
in 2012, but the figure rose to 50 per­
cent at the end of 2022, said Wu.

Capital started to flow out of 
active funds into passive funds in 
2008 when the US stock market 
plunged as the latter offered better 
returns and lower fees. Meanwhile, 
most US active funds showed nei­
ther advantages in creating excess 
returns over the past decade nor 
better defensive functions during 
the previous rounds of market 
slump. Investors’ preference for 
them has thus declined, he said.

Amid the improving effectiveness 
of the Chinese market and the con­
tinued inflow of more long-term 
capital, including social security 
capital and insurance capital, index­
ing investment will be more widely 
accepted by Chinese investors, said 
market experts.

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan @chi nadaily.com .cn
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year, according to SSE data.
The upward momentum contin­

ued this year. As of the end of May, 
the total size of Chinese onshore 
index fund products reached 3.4 tril­
lion yuan, up more than 17 percent 
from the level at the end of 2023. 
Over 360 billion yuan has flown into 
these index fund products over the 
first five months of this year.

The returns of index-based prod­
ucts have been eye-catching over the 
past fewr years when market volatility 
was more drastic globally due to vari­
ous complexities and uncertainties.

In 2023, the excess returns of the 
CSI Passive Equity Fund Index 
reached 3.7 percent. But active 
funds, which choose specific stocks, 
reported an average loss of 11.83 per­
cent last year, according to market 
tracker Wind Info.

The size of passive funds, which 
track indexes, continues to expand 
in China. While passive funds held 
about 1.99 trillion yuan worth of A 
shares by the end of March, the fig­
ure topped 2 trillion yuan in the sec­
ond quarter, according to Industrial 
Securities.

Wu Xinkun, chief strategist of 
Haitong Securities, explained that 
passive funds accounted for more 

■M

The production of offshore oil and 
gas in China is expected to increase 
this year, as the country’s top off­
shore oil and gas driller China 
National Offshore Oil Corp has dis­
covered a high-yield well in the Bei- 
bu Gulf that produces over 1,000 
cubic meters of oil equivalent daily, 
industry experts said.

CNOOC Ltd said on Tuesday that 
the Wushi 16-5 structure, located in 
Wushi Sag, Beibu Gulf at an average 
water depth of 25 meters, was test­
ed to produce over 1,000 cubic 
meters of oil equivalent per day, the 
first well of such productivity in 
Wushi Sag.

The discovery is expected to 
become a medium-sized oilfield. By 
far, the total proved oil in-place of 
Wushi oilfields has exceeded 100 
million cubic meters, it said.

The appraisal well WS16-5-4 was 
drilled and completed at a depth of 
4,185 meters, encountering a total of 
65 meters oil pay zones, it said in a 
statement

China’s offshore oil and gas pro­
duction is expected to rise further 
this year, said Li Ziyue, an analyst 
with BloombergNEF.

Investment in offshore oil and 
gas exploration is expected to 
increase further, with more than 
half of this year’s domestic oil 
increment likely to come from off­
shore sources, she said, adding 
that the country’s ongoing invest­
ment and focus on upstream pro­
duction will be crucial for 
ensuring its energy security.

The nation increased investment 
in offshore oil production last year, 
with major development projects 
and offshore oil and gas production 
hitting records, said Wang Zhen, 
head of the CNOOC Energy Eco­
nomics Institute.

The government has been step­
ping up efforts to ensure sufficient 
energy supply in the country. It set 
up the Innovation Consortium for 
Deep and Ultra-deep Oil and Gas 
Exploration and Development in 
July to gather insights and build 
strength to jointly boost new quality 
productive forces and contribute to 
the country’s energy security.

All these efforts are expected to lead 
to an upward trajectory in the overall 
supply of petroleum in the near future, 
said Chen Lin, a senior analyst who 
covers upstream research at global 
consultancy Rystad Energy.

While the development of 
onshore conventional oil and gas in 
China lias faced multiple challenges 
such as insufficient resource 
replacement and rapid production 
decline, replacement resources in 
new areas are crucial for ensuring 
future oil and gas supply, said Chen.

Leading firms backed 
in borrowing debt
China is set to support prominent, 
creditworthy companies that pro­

tial of the Fourth Industrial Revolu­
tion and foster new quality produc­
tive forces, which include a large 
pool of talent, huge domestic mar­
ket, the most comprehensive man­
ufacturing ecosystem and a 
positive role played by the govern­
ment

On promoting the deep integra­
tion between the real economy and 
the digital economy, he said Chi­
na’s strengths include having one 
of the best digital infrastructure in 
tlie world and a large economy gen­
erating vast amounts of data in 
production and consumption.

However, he stressed the need to 
improve the definition of the prop­
erty rights of data to further utilize 
data as a new production factor.

Lin further said China needs to 
reform its financial system to bet­
ter mobilize financial resources for 
supporting innovations, while 
implementing fiscal reforms to bet­
ter balance spending responsibili­
ties between local and central 
governments. Encouraging the 
development of venture capital 
and patient capital will be impor­
tant improvements, he said.

Li Dongsheng, founder and 
chairman of Chinese consumer 
electronics maker TCL Technology 
Group Corp, said, “China’s new 
growth drivers come from indus­
trial transformation and upgrad­
ing, and technological innovation.” 

The country can accelerate the 
formation of sound systems and 
mechanisms for fostering new 
quality productive forces by giving 
play to the leading role of enterpris­
es in sci-tech innovation and stimu­
lating their innovation vitality, he 
said.

Receipts issued by red-chip compa­
nies listed on the SSE will be constit­
uents of the new index.

It should be noted that compa­
nies’ dividend payments have been 
included in the composition of the 
SSE Composite Total Return Index 
to give a broader picture of the com­
panies’ actual operation, said SSE 
officials.

According to the SSE, indexing 
investment lias been embracing 
“strategic opportunities” thanks to 
supportive policies and investors’ 
rising interest.

The nine-part guideline aiming to 
promote high-quality development 
of the Chinese capital market, which 
was rolled out by the State Council, 
China’s Cabinet, in April, said that 
indexing investment should be pro­
moted as part of the efforts to attract 
more long-term capital to the mar­
ket and expand the group of long­
term investors.

The size of SSE and CSI index fund 
products has reached a record high of 
2.4 trillion yuan ($329 billion) by the 
end of May. While there were only 10 
index fond products in 2005, the num­
ber had surged to over 2,000 by the 
end of 2023. Up to 570 billion yuan 
flowed into index fund products last 

While fostering new quality pro­
ductive forces, China’s different 
regions should try to leverage their 
own endowments and compara­
tive advantages rather than rush­
ing to invent new technologies in 
frontier areas, without factoring in 
their local conditions, a senior 
economist told China Daily in an 
exclusive interview.

Justin Yifu Lin, dean of Peking 
University’s Institute of New Struc­
tural Economics, said applying 
new technologies in traditional 
sectors should be treated as part of 
the drive to harness new quality 
productive forces.

Regions with development gaps 
should measure their progress 
compared to their own past rather 
than shifting their focus to pursuit 
of success in frontier activities, 
which could result in haphazard or 
uneven development.

There are two different types of 
new qualify productive forces: one 
that invents new technologies and 
one that applies them, said Lin.

“Regions with gaps in develop­
ment should use new technolo­
gies to improve productivity. It’s 
essential to follow the principle of 
seeking truth from facts and 
develop according to competitive 
advantages.”

His comments came after the third 
plenary session of the 20th Central 
Committee of the Communist Party 
of China adopted a resolution on fur­
ther deepening reform comprehen­
sively to advance Chinese 
modernization.

The resolution, unveiled on Sun-

-

sity of Finance and Economics. 
Strategic emerging industries 

in China include energy-saving 
and environmental protection, 
next-generation information 
technology, biotechnology, high- 
end equipment manufacturing, 
new energy, advanced materials 
and electric vehicles.

For instance, telecom operator 
China United Network Communi­
cations Ltd announced last week 
in Shanghai that it will build the 
next-generation internet — name­
ly an intelligent computing net­
work — to support the 
development of artificial intelli­
gence in the country.

Centrally administered SOEs 
saw their profits grow by 1.9 per­
cent year-on-year to 1.4 trillion 
yuan ($192.44 billion) in the 
first half, said the State-owned 
Assets Supervision and Admin­
istration Commission of the 
State Council.

The export value of China’s cen­
tral and locally administered SOEs 
rose 1.9 percent to 931.28 billion 
yuan during the January-June 
period, said the General Adminis­
tration of Customs.

With SOEs bolstering their pres­
ence in emerging industries and 
hastening the upgrade of tradi­
tional advantageous industries, 
companies like Hubei province­
based Dongfeng Motor Corp 
exported 112,000 vehicles between 
January and June, up 9.1 percent 
year-on-year.

Meanwhile, the value of Beijing­
based China State Construction 
Engineering Corp’s newly signed 
contracts reached 2.48 trillion 
yuan, surging 10 percent on a year­
ly basis, according to its financial 
report.

Speaking at a seminar for execu­
tives of central SOEs held in Bei­
jing from Monday to Tuesday, 
Zhang Yuzhuo, chairman of 
SASAC, called for efforts to 
improve the mechanism regulat­
ing the reasonable flow of State 
capital, promote the revitalization 
of existing assets and the disposal 
of inefficient assets, and free up 
more resources for core technolog­
ical breakthroughs in key fields 
and forward-looking strategic 
industries.

“It is necessary to build a profes­
sional platform for State capital to 
invest, restructure and circulate,” 
said Zhang, adding that the gov­
ernment will take measures to 
increase the ratio of revenue gen­
erated from strategic emerging 
industries by State capital and cen­
tral SOEs.

The indexes recently introduced 
at the Shanghai Stock Exchange 
mark another step forward for Chi­
na in indexing investment, and 
address die central regulator’s call 
to nurture long-term investment, 
said experts and market mavens.

On Tuesday, the SSE launched the 
China Ocean Economy Stock Price 
Index, the first of its kind in the 
country, aiming to make it a timely 
reflector of the development of Chi­
na’s ocean economy from the capital 
market’s perspective and direct 
more financial resources to ocean- 
related sectors.

The new index covers 213 ocean- 
related companies listed on the 
stock exchanges in Shanghai, 
Shenzhen, Beijing and Hong Kong. 
With the base date set at Dec 31, 
2012, the annualized return of the 
index is estimated at around 75 per­
cent as of Monday, according to the 
SSE.

On July 15, the SSE and China 
Securities Index Co Ltd announced 
they will launch the SSE Composite 
Total Return Index on Monday. All 
the stocks and Chinese Depository
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By ZHENG XIN
zhengxin@chinadaily.com.cn

Economist stresses focus on local 
strengths in race for development

day, detailed a 
set of meticu­
lously crafted 
reform plans, 
and called for 
improving 
existing insti­
tutions and 
mechanisms 
to foster new 
quality pro­

ductive forces in line with local 
conditions.

Lin said different regions have 
different competitive advantages, 
and they need to be realistic about 
their respective development 
stage, to better foster new qualify 
productive forces.

“As long as you use new technol­
ogies to improve your productivity, 
it’s also a new type of productive 
force for you. You need to compare 
yourself with your past perform­
ance instead of comparing yourself 
with (others’) frontier activities.”

Lin said that the plenum demon­
strated important commitment of 
the Chinese leadership to “using 
reform and opening-up as a way to 
overcome the challenges and cap­
ture opportunities” thereby pro­
moting high-quality development 
to boost Chinese modernization.

China must better leverage the 
role of the market and tap the 
opportunity of technological inno­
vation to enhance productivity, 
especially as it stands at the same 
starting line with other countries 
for the Fourth Industrial Revolu­
tion, an opportunity China “cannot 
afford to miss”, he said.

He highlighted that China has 
several advantages to tap the poten-

lr
output 
set to rise

A

Fueled by China’s tailor-made 
market-oriented reforms and 
industrial upgrades, both the prof­
it and export value of the country’s 
State-owned enterprises are 
expected to grow stably in the sec­
ond half, analysts said on Wednes­
day.

They said China’s new round of 
reforms will enhance the core 
competitiveness of SOEs. The 
reforms will advance key initia­
tives in areas such as strengthen­
ing technological innovation, 
building a modern industrial sys­
tem, playing a role in ensuring 
national security, and deepening 
institutional and mechanism 
reforms.

The third plenary session of the 
20th Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, which 
concluded last week, placed great 
emphasis on refining the layout of 
the State-owned sector and adjust­
ing its structure.

China will improve the growth 
strength of major industries and 
key fields seen as vital to national 
security and serving as the life­
blood of the national economy, 
including public sendees and stra­
tegic emerging industries, said the 
resolution adopted by the meet­
ing.

As SOE reforms deepen, the pre­
vious evaluation system is becom­
ing inadequate for fostering high- 
quality development. The 
government has introduced a “one 
policy for one enterprise” assess­
ment approach to address this 
issue, said Zhou Lisha, a research­
er at the Institute for State-owned 
Enterprises at Tsinghua Universify 
in Beijing.

This tailored evaluation consid­
ers the unique functional position­
ing and industry characteristics of 
each SOE. It includes specific indi­
cators that measure value creation 
capabilities, encompassing 
aspects like financial perform­
ance, market competitiveness, 
innovation capacity and social 
responsibility, said Zhou.

In response to increasing pro­
tectionism and global economic 
uncertainties, China has been 
allocating more resources to 
develop strategic emerging 
industries, with the goal of 
strengthening self-reliance in 
high-end technologies and forti­
fying the backbone of the nation­
al economy, said Xiao Shuguang, 
a professor specializing in SOE 
reform at the Guangdong Univer­

China home to 3.92m
5G base stations
The number of 5G base stations in 
China had risen to nearly 3.92 mil­
lion by’ the end of June, said the
Ministry of Industry and Informa­
tion Technology' The figure repre­
sents a net increase of540,000 5G 
base stations over the end of last 
year, and accounts for 33 percent 
of the total number of mobile base 
stations nationwide.
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and has constructed an online sys­
tem to aggregate all the data con­
cerning local electrical equipment. 

During the inspection process, 
the drones could first understand 
the equipment’s operation status by 
reading the RFID tag and then com­
pare it with the historical data in 
the system, so as to effectively iden­
tify the hidden hazards, said the 
company.

Zhou Mi, a researcher at the Bei­

will be made to consolidate the 
existing achievements and ensure 
the stability of power supply. A long­
term working mechanism will also 
be in place to better support farm 
irrigation.

Zhou Mi, a researcher at the Bei­
jing-based Chinese Academy of 
International Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, said as effects of cli­
mate change continue to intensify, 
agricultural irrigation is playing an 
increasingly vital role in boosting 
farmers’ incomes and safeguarding 
their livelihoods.

Zhou said if the country wants to

lowered labor costs.
The company said currently' all 

the utility poles, transmission tow­
ers, transformers and main ring 
units in the district are equipped 
with RFID tags, which has made the 
management and deployment tar­
geting them more efficient and 
accurate.

Besides, the company said it had 
equipped the drones with high-reso- 
lution cameras and RFID readers

jing-based Chinese Academy of 
International Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, said the development 
environment for China’s power grid 
has changed significantly over 
recent years — renewable energies 
are gradually replacing traditional 
ones, and the rapid development of 
electric vehicles has generated new 
demand.

Zhou said the proper utilization of 
drones, artificial intelligence and 
other high-end technologies could 
help match supply and demand in 
the sector, and allows the power grid 
to achieve transformation more 
smoothly. Such moves will also 
inject fresh impetus into the coun­
try’s economic growth and environ­
mental protection.

Jiyuan, a county-level city in Cen­
tral China’s Henan province, has 
also actively utilized drones to 
inspect and improve the local power 
grid, as part of its efforts to ensure 
stable power supplies.

When a power grid fault occurs, 
drones will receive instructions 
from a flaw detector and promptly 
fly to the problem area.

Making use of advanced Al tech­
nologies, the drones are able to accu­
rately identify the problem, capture 
images and assign tasks to the main­
tenance personnel accordingly.

In addition, the drones could 
help collect the images and coordi­
nates of local utility poles, thereby 
further enriching databases and 
increasing the accuracy of the grid 
map.

Zhou Bocheng, a staff member 
of State Grid’s Jiyuan Power Sup­
ply Co, said 88 percent of the city is 
covered by mountains and hills, 
and the transmission lines span 

ensure the proper operation of agri­
cultural irrigation, as well as further 
increase its efficiency, efforts must 
be made to provide reliable power 
supplies and properly adjust them 
in accordance with the different 
growth stages of crops.

“Power supply companies in Lai- 
wu district and Shangqiu have set 
a good example for us. Their 
moves have created favorable con­
ditions for local farmers to grow 
crops and fight climate change,” 
Zhou said.

He said the power suppliers could 
further contribute to agricultural

and security systems are all fully 
automated, and the major power 
source is gradually changing from 
diesel to electricity.

According to Manor Lake, the 
power supplier’s recent moves not 
only help it achieve transformation 
smoothly and ensure safe produc­
tion, but could also further advance 
agricultural modernization in 
Tianchang.

The company said it will continue 
to keep a close eye on the progress of 
grain drying in the city and cooper­
ate with the local government to 
better serve local farmers.

As a major agricultural country, 
China has always attached great 
importance to safeguarding agricul­
tural production amid extreme 
weather events.

Lin Boqiang, head of the China 
Institute for Studies in Energy Poli­
cy at Xiamen University, said the 
electricity consumed by agriculture 
accounts for a relatively small part 
of the country’s total, so it is usually 
not difficult to ensure ample power 
supplies for the sector amid extreme 
weather events.

However, Lin said the power sup­
pliers still need to adjust and bal­
ance the supply to different regions 
more flexibly, especially when there 
is an unexpected event, so as to 
strengthen the resilience of the 
power grid and better contribute to 
China’s agricultural production.

/

production by reducing electricity 
prices in the sector and lowering 
production costs.

Meanwhile, in Tianchang, a coun­
ty-level city of Chuzhou in Anhui 
province, formers are busy drying 
and storing grain, as well as trans­
porting it all over the country.

However, the ongoing hot weath­
er has seriously disrupted the nor­
mal operation of the grain dryers, 
exhaust fens and other agricultural 
equipment.

Against such a backdrop, State 
Grid’s Chuzhou Power Supply Co 
said it has further improved electri­
cal maintenance with efforts like 
regular visits to clients and teaching 
sessions on how to measure the tem­
perature of the equipment.

As a result, local farmers can 
properly deal with overheating 
issues concerning agricultural 
equipment, and use electricity more 
safely, said the company.

Efforts have also been made to 
understand the needs of clients, pro­
vide them with consulting services 
24/7, and explain the latest electrici­
ty pricing policies to them, the com­
pany said.

Manor Lake Group, a Chuzhou- 
based firm focusing on processing 
and selling agricultural products, 
is one of the company’s main 
clients.

Manor Lake said currently its 
grain drying, inspection, storage

mainstream approach for live-line 
operations, said the workers of State 
Grid’s Yinchuan Power Supply Co, 
who use the device.

“Compared to traditional tower 
climbing and insulated ladders, it 
reduces the number of high-alti- 
tude workers from two or three to 
one, saves about two hours per 
task, minimizes safety risks, redu­
ces labor intensity, and significant­
ly enhances operational efficiency 
and safety,” said a company 
representative.

Lin Boqiang, head of the China 
Institute for Studies in Energy Pol­
icy at Xiamen University, said Chi­
na has promoted the intelligent 
transition of its power grid in an 
orderly manner over the past few 
years.

“As a wide range of high-end tech­
nologies and devices like the ‘flying 
man’ equipment continue to 
emerge across the country, the tran­
sition process is expected to be fur­
ther advanced and accelerated,” 
said Lin.

Meanwhile, about 34 kilometers 
away, a drone scans the radio fre­
quency identification tags on elec­
trical equipment, collects the 
required information and promptly 
transmits it to the power supplier in 
Xixia district of Yinchuan.

An RFID tag is an electronic tag 
that exchanges data with an RFID 
reader by using radio waves. It could 
help identify an item, track its loca­
tion and record its movement.

State Grid’s Xixia Power Supply 
Co started to utilize such drones 
and RFID tags to inspect the pow­
er grid at the end of 2022, which 
has not only improved its work 
efficiency, but also significantly

Stable electricity, additional services 
help farmers face weather vagaries u
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A technician inspects power transmission cables by using "flying 
man" equipment in Yinchuan, Ningxia Hui autonomous region, in 
June. YUAN HONG YA N / FOR CHINA DAILY
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With summer on, many parts of 
China have been experiencing 
extremely high temperatures and 
even drought in recent months, hin­
dering normal agricultural produc­
tion and posing severe challenges to 
farmers.

To safeguard food security, the 
power supplier in Laiwu district of 
Jinan, East China’s Shandong prov­
ince, has ensured stable power sup­
ply for form irrigation.

State Grid’s Laiwu Power Supply 
Co said it has assembled 18 special 
teams and dispatched them to 
inspect electrical irrigation facilities 
across the district. Electrical load 
and temperature readings are taken 
twice daily to compile and analyze 
data so as to enhance operational 
efficiency.

Volunteers from the power sup­
plier also regularly visit local farm­
lands to resolve sudden electrical 
hazards and guide the farmers to 
utilize electricity more safely.

The company said currently all 
the local power supply stations have 
staff members working in shifts to 
provide round-the-clock services, so 
as to respond promptly to formers’ 
requests.

“The traditional methods of irriga­
tion are very tiring. Now we all util­
ize electrical irrigation facilities, 
which have made the job much sim­
pler and greatly reduced our bur­
den,” said Gao Hongbo, a local 
villager.

“No matter what problem we 
encounter, we just call the power 
supplier and they will send someone 
over right away, even late at night,” 
said Gao.

The company said it has opened 
“green channels” for irrigation sys­
tem expansion projects, so as to 
accelerate the construction speed. 
The project operators can now 
obtain utility poles and transmis­
sion lines more conveniently.

Online communication channels 
such as WeChat groups have also

been set up involving power supply 
stations and project operators to 
increase work efficiency.

According to the company, 14 new 
transformers and 9 kilometers of 
new 10-kilovolt transmission lines 
have been constructed so for across 
the district, giving sound support to 
farm irrigation.

The local government said agri­
culture is a major industry in Laiwu 
and the company’s recent moves are 
expected to help secure a bumper 
harvest this year.

Similarly, to make sure the sum­
mer planting proceeds smoothly, 
Shangqiu in Central China’s Henan 
province has advanced form irriga­
tion in all respects.

Workers from State Grid’s 
Shangqiu Power Supply Co regu­
larly carry out surveys across the 
city and identify potential hazards 
at key electrical facilities like well 
pumps.

Based on the needs of formers, the 
workers concerned have installed a 
series of new utility poles, trans­
formers and transmission lines, the 
company said.

‘The weather is so hot, but the 
workers barely take a break even at 
noon. They solved a lot of severe 
problems that we had with irriga­
tion, and we are so grateful to them,” 
said a local villager.

Besides, the workers review their 
progress every day and update the 
inspection plan accordingly, so as to 
ensure a high work efficiency, the 
company said.

Hu Ludong, marketing director of 
the company, said Suiyang district 
alone in Shangqiu has already car­
ried out 58 inspections on the elec­
trical facilities, and the company 
will provide support for 1,500 more 
local households to utilize such 
facilities for irrigation.

Hu said 6.86 million yuan 
($942,873) has been invested so far 
across the city for 56 new transform­
ers; and 1,575 electrical hazards 
related to well pumps have been 
successfully eliminated.

The company said further efforts

“Drone inspection complete, sur­
rounding environment clear, ready 
for takeoff,” said Sun Kai, a power 
line maintenance technician con­
ducting repair work in the Gobi 
Desert in Yongning county, Yin­
chuan of the Ningxia Hui autono­
mous region.

Like taking an elevator up to 
reach an office, power line workers 
use flying equipment to rise from 
the ground to reach 25-meter-high 
lines in about three minutes. And 
within 40 minutes, they complete 
the live-wire repair job.

“This is the fastest I’ve completed 
a task in my years of maintenance 
work,” said Sun.

“The ‘flying man’ equipment 
allows us to go directly to the work 
point without climbing scorching 
towers or winding through ladders, 
preserving our energy for handling 
the defects. Additionally, the dual 
protection of transmission and 
backup ropes ensures safety 
throughout the process.”

The “flying man” equipment is a 
portable electric lift device devel­
oped for high-altitude work and res­
cue, using a motor to assist 
personnel in ascending, descending 
and hovering on suspended insulat­
ed ropes.

Drones can cany and deploy insu­
lated traction ropes, using small 
ropes to pull larger ones over the 
wires to the ground, establishing 
ascent and descent channels and 
safety backup routes for high-alti- 
tude workers.

The integration of drones and 
electric lift devices in power line 
maintenance is set to become a 

Top: A power staff member (right) offers electricity usage guidance 
to a farmer in Yinchuan, Ningxia Hui autonomous region, in
June, yuan hongyan / for china daily Above: Employees carry out main­
tenance work on transmission lines in Chuzhou, Anhui province, in 
May. song weixing / for china daily
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Drones, electric lift 
devices transform

ff h

forests, valleys and rivers.
Zhou said such a complex geo­

graphical environment used to seri­
ously hinder the inspection and 
maintenance of the power grid, 
because the workers had to travel to 
the problem areas.

‘Thanks to the drones, now all the 
transmission lines can be inspected 
via computers, which has signifi­
cantly improved our work efficiency 
and made the work process more 
transparent,” said Zhou.

“Nowadays, in just 30 minutes, a 
drone could complete a task that 
used to take two people three 
hours.”

According to the company, con­
tinuous efforts will be made to 
expand the application scenarios of 
drones and thereby better meet 
local electricity needs.

Their moves came after the 
National Energy Administration 
released guiding opinions on the 
high-quality development of the 
power grid in February, which 
stressed further efforts to empower 
the digital and intelligent transition 
of the power grid.

The guiding opinions said cut- 
ting-edge technologies such as net­
work communication, big data and 
automation will be better leveraged, 
and scientific and technological 
innovation in the sector will be fur­
ther promoted. Efforts will also be 
made to step up the upgrading and 
replacement of old and energy-in­
tensive equipment.

With the transition completed, 
the country is expected to better 
integrate renewable energy sources 
into the power grid, and ensure its 
stable and energy-efficient 
operation.
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Left: A wetland area in the Shandong Yellow River Delta National Nature Reserve in Dongying, Shandong province, in October. Right: Migratory birds fly over the reserve, photos by xu suhui / xinhua

Oriental storks find shelter in Shandong
Bohai Sea
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Workers see progress in efforts to eliminate invasive plant
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By LI MENGHAN in Dongying, Shandong 
limerLghan@chinadaily.com.cn

n a sweltering late afternoon in 
June, a tour bus navigated a pri­
vate road flanked by verdant grass 
in the Shandong Yellow River Del­

ta National Nature Reserve. Towering reeds 
stood erect in the wetlands, which reflected 
the blue sky and its billowing white clouds.

The bus passed a power line pole, on top 
of which a nest was perched. The nest was 
sheltering two black and white birds, one 
standing and the other squatting. 

“These two birds are oriental storks that 
enjoy first-level State protection,” said Hu 
Yuwei, a tour guide in the nature reserve. 
“You’re lucky to be on this bus, because the 
breeding season for this species will be over 
shortly. It runs from February to early July, 
and once the fledglings have learned to fly, 
they tend to favor wetlands in the central 
area rather than nest high upon power line 
poles, making them hard to spot.

“Seen from below, the birds, with their long 
beaks, necks and legs, seem to be much small­
er than they really are,” Hu said.

The oriental stork, with red skin encircling 
its eyes—which some jokingly refer to as eye­
liner — stands out from other stork species, 
she said.

The number of oriental storks is severely' 
depleted, mainly because of habitat loss and 
overhunting, and they are listed as endan­
gered on the International Union for Conser­
vation of Nature Red List To address the 
problem, diligent conservation measures tak­
en by the city of Dongying, Shandong prov­
ince, have resulted in the species now being 
frequently seen in an area in which it had 
once never set foot

Advanced technology such as artificial 
intelligence recognition systems and 5G 
internet have been employed to automatical­
ly monitor bird populations and capture real­
time data on environmental factors including 
hydrology, meteorology and air quality. In 
addition, some key birds have been banded to 
keep track of tlieir migration patterns. 

“Empowered by technology, we can reduce 
human disruption in wildlife habitats, 
enhance our understanding of these animals 
and take prompt action when they are in dan­
ger,” Zhao said, adding that the rescue princi­
ple in the nature reserve is to preserve their 
wild nature and release them back into the 
wild once it is possible to do so.

east China and the Inner Mongolia auton­
omous region, and during the winter in 
Anhui, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu and Jiangxi 
provinces. They are also present in Japan, 
the Korean Peninsula and Russia.

“In the autumn of 1997, the reserve’s first 
oriental stork was observed pausing here 
on its journey southward, using the loca­
tion as a temporary stopover,” Zhao said. 
“In 2003, a group of the storks nested here 
for the first time, coinciding with the wet­
land conservation project in the nature 
reserve that was occurring at the time and 
underscoring the project’s success.”

The first successful hatching of the species 
occurred in 2005, she added.

In 2002, a wetland restoration project was 
launched in the nature reserve. It involved 
building dams to prevent seawater from 
intruding and injecting water from the Yel­
low River during its peak flow period into the 
reserve to retain freshwater and reduce salin­
ity. This was an effective way to create a fresh­
water wetland environment and provide a 
suitable habitat and food resources for orien­
tal storks, she said.

Rainfall is scarce in the Yellow River Delta 
in Dongying — only about 590 millimeters a 
year—and with as much as 1,550 mm of water 
being evaporated from the wetlands annually, 
more of it is essential. The reserve has thus 
adopted replenishment measures, including 
diverting water from die Yellow River during 
its peak flow period in June, she said.

Following year's of wetland restoration 
efforts, there are now more than 20,000 hec­
tares of freshwater wetlands in the reserve. 
The expansion has led to the oriental stork 
establishing itself as a regular resident of 
Dongying, where it lives from February to 
November, she said.

Academy of Sciences to explore control 
methods for smooth cordgrass since 2016, 
and these methods began being implement­
ed in 2020.

In addition, whenever there are stormy 
and windy conditions, workers must 
promptly evacuate to one of 50 safety plat­
forms in the area, he recalled.

The restoration of native plants such as 
Suaeda salsa and seagrass beds has also 
been implemented in the area, which has 
contributed to biodiversity conservation 
and soil quality improvement, Zhou said. 

Presently, more than 99 percent of 
smooth cordgrass has been removed from 
the reserve, leading to the return of some 
creatures that had been absent in the area 
for years, he said.

However, he emphasized that eradica­
tion has not been achieved. The nature 
reserve will continue real-time monitor­
ing and regular maintenance and pro­
mote control efforts so that the area will 
not revert to a “green desert”.

He added that the reserve’s experience in 
controlling smooth cordgrass may provide a 
lesson for other coastal areas in China, 
which are also plagued by similar problems.

Its strong vitality and reproductive 
capacity have also made it a feared inva­
sive species in coastal areas.

In 2010, smooth cordgrass began to expand 
its coverage in the nature reserve at a speed of 
20 percent per year, eventually reaching 
8,733.3 hectares with a density of 200 to 500 
plants per square meter. It can grow up to 2 
meters above the ground, with roots extend­
ing to a depth of 1 meter, Zhou said.

The rampant expansion of the species not 
only encroached on the growing space of 
native plants, but also deprived animals of 
food resources and habitats, leading to sig­
nificant damage to local biodiversity.

“Senior staff workers told me about the 
presence of swans in die nature reserve, 
but I have never seen them,” said Zhao 
Yajie, deputy director of the ecological 
monitoring center in die nature reserve, 
adding that the roots of plants other than 
smooth cordgrass seemed to be widiered. 

Realizing the severity of the situation, the 
nature reserve has worked with the Chinese

Given the plant’s adeptness at both sex­
ual and asexual reproduction coupled 
with its robust survival traits, the nature 
reserve has implemented a comprehen­
sive control strategy.

All above-ground vegetation is trimmed 
before seed maturation to prevent seed 
dispersal. Subsequently, the designated 
area is enclosed with a special film to cap­
ture and contain as much as 60 centime­
ters of seawater. The water is used to 
effectively eradicate the root system by 
forcing it to endure a high-salinity envi­
ronment over a 90-day period.

In addition, continuous plowing has 
also proved to be effective after the roots 
are fragmented into 10-cm pieces and bur­
ied in cement, Zhou said.

Because of the muddy terrain, workers 
need to spend three to four hours using trans­
portation modes such as boats, self-made all- 
terrain vehicles and excavators to reach the 
work site. Upon arrival, they often opt to 
extend their stay to maximize efficiency.

After four years of control, monitoring 
and maintenance efforts, a national nature 
reserve at the Yellow River estuary has 
cleared up the majority of an invasive species 
from the United States plaguing the area, in 
an effort to transform a “green desert” into a 
place where native plants can thrive.

“The entire coastal zone appeared to be 
lush and green, but it was actually a 
deceptive green desert where most of the 
native flora and benthic organisms had 
died. The soil smelled foul whenever roots 
were dug out,” said Zhou Licheng, head of 
the planning and construction depart­
ment in the Shandong Yellow River Delta 
National Nature Reserve in Dongying.

Zhou attributed the bleak scene to the 
invasion of smooth cordgrass, or Spartina 
altemiflora, a perennial herb native to the 
US Atlantic coast and a dominant plant in 
coastal intertidal wetlands due to its toler­
ance of fluctuating water depths and salinity.

Wetland restoration
The area, in northeastern Dongying at 

the Yellow River estuary, was once seen 
as inhospitable for birds and other wild­
life because water was scarce during the 
dry season and overwhelming during the 
wet season, flooding the land, said Hu, a 
Dongying native.

Recognizing its ecological, geographical 
and societal significance, the city estab­
lished a nature reserve in 1990, which has 
since grown to 153,000 hectares. The 
reserve received national-level status and 
became known as the Shandong Yellow 
River Delta National Nature Reserve two 
years later.

Toward the end of the decade, the orien­
tal stork began appearing there.

“The oriental stork is particularly sensi­
tive about its living environment and is 
considered an indicator of how healthy 
wetlands are,” said Zhao Yajie, deputy 
director of the ecological monitoring cen­
ter in the nature reserve. “In fact, it had 
never been seen in the nature reserve 
before the late 1990s.”

The migratory birds mainty inhabit 
marshes, wetlands and pond shores. They 
are found during the summer in the prov­
inces of Heilongjiang and Jilin in North­

Above: The Yellow River empties into 
the Bohai Sea in Dongying. xing guangli / 
xinhua Below: Oriental storks gather at a 
wetland area in the Yellow River Delta 
reserve in Dongying. provided to china daily
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Tractors are deployed to curb smooth 
cordgrass in the Shandong Yellow 
River Delta National Nature Reserve in 
Dongying. Shandong province. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

weighs 4 to 5 kilograms and has a wingspan 
of up to 220 cm. However, its timid, vigilant 
and solitary nature leads it to favor habitats 
far from human activity and high up in build­
ings or trees, Zhao said.

“High soil salinity in the Yellow River 
Delta means the region is unsuitable for 
tall trees to grow, and oriental storks opt to 
nest on top of power line poles, which is an 
electricity hazard,” she said. “In addition, 
the lack of nesting materials makes the 
nests less secure.”

To tackle the problem, the nature 
reserve has built artificial nests designed 
especially for the oriental stork since 2007. 
Positioned on 15-meter-high cement poles, 
each nest is made of galvanized steel, 
resembling a bowl with a top diameter of 
2.4 meters, a bottom diameter of 1.2 meters 
and a depth of 35 cm.

Small-scale terrain adjustments have 
been implemented in the area to cater to 
the diverse living habits and feeding 
behaviors of different bird species, ena­
bling waterfowl to frolic in deep waters 
and wading birds to stand and feed in shal­
low waters.

Fish fry are released into wetlands every 
spring to meet the oriental storks’ elevated 
demand for food reserves during the breed­
ing season, Zhao said.

Habitat creation
As a wading bird species, the oriental stork 

is between 110 and 120 centimeters tall, 
■x

Legal support
Under the guidance of the nation’s nature 

reserve regulation, the Shandong reserve is 
divided into three zones — core, buffer and 
experimental — each of which has its own 
permitted activities and restrictions.

“The area functions primarily as a nature 
reserve and then as a scenic site,” said Hu, die 
tour guide, adding that the area has adhered 
to national regulations and confined tourist 
activities to the experimental zone with strin­
gent controls on the number of visitors.

Last year, the area welcomed 800,000 visi­
tors, a relatively low figure compared with 
other sites of similar size.

“The city of Dongying obtained die right to 
establish its own legislature in 2015, and die 
second substantive local regulation it rolled 
out was die Regulation on the Shandong Yel­
low River Delta National Nature Reserve, 
considering its geographic importance and 
the significance of its ecological diversity’ 
said Hou Lingxiao, a member of the Dongy­
ing People’s Congress.

The regulation sets out specific require­
ments for the management and protection of 
the nature reserve and its resources, such as 
the rescue of wild animals, the implementa­
tion of a wetland water replenishment mech­
anism and die prevention of invasive species. 
In addition, it details the penalties for illegal 
activities, which according to Hou prorides 
solid legal support for die conservation of die 
nature reserve.

Following the implementation of the 
national Yellow River Protection Law last 
year, Shandong adopted its own protection 
regulation this year.

The nature reserve, now dubbed “the 
international airport for birds”, has seen the 
population of oriental storks grow from two 
nests of seven fledglings in 2005 to 202 nests 
of 526 fledglings tiiis year, with the number 
of bird species nearly doubling from 187 in 
the early 1990s to 373 today, Zhao said.

Zhao attributed tiiese positive outcomes 
to years of extensive conservation endeav­
ors, which have effectively stabilized the 
numbers of rare animal species and 
improved the local environment.

“We hope that the practice in the nature 
reserve provides insights on biodiversity 
conservation and environmental restora­
tion, and the area will continue to thrive as 
the bird’s shelter,” she said.
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Nature reserve 
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create suitable 

habitat for 
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species
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