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In an increasingly polarized 
world, China is emerging as a signif­
icant player in the quest for world 
peace. The country’s consistent calls 
for immediate cease-fires and direct 
negotiations for the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict and Palestine-Israel conflict, 
as well as its recent hosting of high- 
level officials from relevant parties 
in Beijing, underscore its great 
efforts and unique potential in 
mediating in these crises. 

China recently brokered a his­
toric unity pledge by 14 different 
Palestinian factions in Beijing, 
while Ukraine Foreign Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba wrapped up a four-

tinian leaders and improving rela­
tions with Israel — demonstrate its 
diplomatic effectiveness.

China’s diplomacy is deeply influ­
enced by ancient Confucian and 
Taoist philosophies, which empha­
size harmony and the reconciliation 
of contradictions. Confucianism 
advocates social stability and order, 
while Daoism promotes balance 
and the natural flow of events. As 
the Chinese proverb goes, “Harmo­
ny is precious” reflecting the coun­
try’s commitment to maintaining 
harmony in its diplomatic efforts.

By SUN XIAOCHEN in Paris 

sunxiaochen@chinadailycom.cn

COUNTRY AIMS FOR 
BEACHHEAD IN 6G

DEVELOPMENT BAFFLE

By MA SI
masi@chinadaily.com.cn

hinese academic researchers 
and telecom operators are 
leaving no stone unturned in 

efforts to establish a beachhead for 
6G, the next-generation wireless 
technology that has already turned 
into a key battleground for innova­
tion and industrial transformation. 

Despite growing geopolitical 
interference in the global telecom 
industry, China has a solid founda­
tion in telecom talent and patents, 
and its edge in 5G will help the coun­
try gain an upper hand in the race 
toward 6G research and develop­
ment, experts and company execu­
tives said.

The comments came as the world

“Australia and the US, I feel, are 
the two most recognizable, but 
from these Games I saw it from Chi­
na and France,” he said.

ByMOJINGXI
mojingxi@chinadaily.cam.cn

Chinese EVs offer affordable 
choice for tourists in Paris

enters a crucial window of opportu­
nity to identify technologies and for­
mulate key standards for 6G. While 
there is still no universally accepted 
definition of the technology, 6G is 
expected to have far lower latency, 
higher speeds and more bandwidth 
than 5G.

More importantly, the technology 
will be able to support the integra­
tion of space, ah', territorial and mari­
time communication technologies, 
which will spawn a wide range of 
innovative applications, they added.

Dressel, a nine-time Olympic 
gold medalist on the US relay team, 
said that the Chinese quartet 
deserved the win.

day visit to China, during which 
Beijing reiterated its readiness to 
keep playing a constructive role in 
pushing for a cease-fire.

China, with its pragmatic approach 
and deep-rooted philosophical 
values, is well-positioned to play a 
pivotal role in resolving these 
conflicts.

The country’s foreign policy is 
marked by a pragmatic approach

that has proven effective over dec­
ades. Its economic diplomacy has 
helped form influential groupings 
and fostered stable relationships, 
even in complex scenarios. The late 
Philippine ambassador to China, 
Chito Sta. Romana, noted that Chi­
na has successfully resolved 
numerous border disputes through 
patient bilateral negotiations. This 
pragmatic approach extends to its 
relations with Russia and Ukraine, 
where China’s substantial trade 
ties make it a critical stakeholder. 
Similarly, its evolving relationships 
in the Middle East — highlighted 
by deep historical ties with Pales-

between Chinese swimmers and 
some of their foreign opponents 
that stemmed from false doping 
accusations by overseas media, 
such as The New York Times and 
German broadcaster ARD, that tar­
geted Chinese athletes involved in 
what was proved to be a food con­
tamination incident in 2021.

The sensationalized reports, 
although denied by the World Anti- 
Doping Agency and World Aquatics, 
the global governing body for swim­
ming, led to more frequent than 
normal doping tests for Chinese 
swimmers before and during the 
Games.

However, Team China rose to the 
challenge and delivered when it 
mattered most.

Regarding the rigorous testing 
program that Team China endured 
in Paris, backstroke star Xu said: 
“We have no problem with that. We 
follow the rules. I don’t want to 
make any excuses. We did overcome 
some challenges. We never shy away 
from challenges. This is something 
that is rooted in our Chinese spirit” 

After winning the men’s 100m 
freestyle in a world record time of 
46.40 seconds on Wednesday, Pan 
backed it up with an epic 100m split 
in 45.92, the world’s first sub-46 
100m split, in his relay leg to push 
China ahead in the final sprint.

Murphy, a two-time individual 
backstroke Olympic champion, 
paid respect to his Chinese oppo­
nents, stressing that it is healthy for 
the sport to have more balanced 
competition.

‘Today, China was just a little bit 
better,” Murphy said. “It was really 
tight all the way through. Hats off 
to China, they had a great race 
tonight”
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Established advantages in talent, innovation, patents 

poised to usher in successful implementation

Despite a slow start affected by 
unfair anti-doping scrutiny, Chinese 
swimmers have capped their Olym­
pic campaign with pride, bringing 
home the biggest medal haul ever, 
one new world record and plenty of 
respect from the Paris pool.

After nine days of intense compe­
tition, the Chinese swimming team 
wrapped up its Olympic program 
with a strong finish by pulling off an 
inspiring victory in the men’s4xl00- 
meter medley relay, ahead of the 
United States and France, to add a 
second gold to its total of 12 medals. 
The team surpasses its previous 
best of 10, achieved at London 2012. 

Propelled by 100m freestyle gold 
medalist and world record holder 
Pan Zhanle, the Chinese quartet, also 
including backstroke veteran Xu 
Jiayu, breaststroke world champion 
Qin Haiyang and butterfly specialist 
Sun Jiajun, came from behind, rid­
ing on Pan’s scintillating pace in the 
final split to touch first in 3 minutes, 
27.46 seconds in the heated final.

The exciting finish at the Paris La 
Defense Arena brought the applaud­
ing capacity crowd to its feet. The vic­
tory ended the US team’s decades- 
long stranglehold on the medley 
relay in the Olympics.

During the medal ceremony, mem­
bers of the once invincible US team, 
such as Caeleb Dressel and Ryan 
Murphy, greeted the Chinese team 
and shook hands with Pan and his 
teammates, before sitting down with 
the French squad for a group photo 
with the Chinese winners standing in 
tlie middle of the podium.

The mutual respect and appreci­
ation helped ease the tension

Publications in multiple foreign languages 
share nation’s progress, wisdom with world

Seasoned shooter Li Yuehong cracked a hard target on Monday at the Chateauroux Shooting Centre, near Paris, France, to bring China its 
first-ever Olympic gold in the men's 25m rapid fire pistol event. Cho Yeong-jae of South Korea won silver, and Li's teammate Wang Xinjie took 
home the bronze, amr alfiky / reuters

Zou Jingyuan holds up his gold medal after winning the artis­
tic gymnastics men’s parallel bars event of the Paris Olympics 
on Monday. Gabriel bouys / afp

Stars shine at 
prestigious film 
awards ceremony 
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Li Yuehong competes on Monday in the final of the men's
25m rapid fire pistol event at the Paris Olympics in France. Li 
clinched his first Olympic gold on Monday, zhao dingzhe / xinhua
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pie languages and distributed at 
home and abroad.

“Each volume brings further infor- 
Ragnar Baldursson, a Sinologist in mation on China’s progress, prob- 

Iceland, has accomplished a cross- lems and plans for solving them, 
cultural milestone by translating Xi Reading these books as they are pub- 
Jinping. The Governance of China lished gives comprehensive overview 
into Icelandic, making it the first about the priorities of the Chinese 
Nordic-language edition of the book, government in a clear and transpar- 

The translation of the influential ent manner,” said Baldursson.
book, which offers readers direct Over the past decade, a series of 
insights into the political philosophy essential works by Xi, including Up 
of the Chinese president, was moti- and Out of Poverty, Xi Jinping on the 
vated by Baldursson’s commitment Belt and Road Initiative, Xi Jinping 
to better understanding China’s on Building a Human Community 
evolving role in the modern world. with a Shared Future, and a compila-

Initially, Baldursson approached tion of excerpts from discourses on 
the task with some trepidation, Chinese modernization have been 
recalling the two years he spent in his translated into over 40 languages and 
youth translating the Analects of published in around 180 countlies 
Confucius. “It was a time-consuming and regions.
and difficult task,” he said. However, Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziy- 
the belief that the process of translat- oyev wrote a foreword for the 
ing Xi’s book would further enrich his Uzbek edition of Xi’s book Up and 
knowledge of China’s development Out of Poverty, which was pub- 
convinced him to accept the job. lished in November 2023. “This 

“I was right,” Baldursson said. “As book by President Xi Jinping has 
I submerged myself in the transla- rich political, economic and philo- 
tion of Xi Jinping’s political thought, sophical connotations, and reflects 
I found that many of his ideas echo his profound thinking on poverty 
the altruistic thinking of political alleviation and the well-being of 
idealists in ancient China.” the people,” he wrote.

In October 2022, the Icelandic edi- As Uzbekistan plans to lift half of
tion of the first volume of Az Jmpmg: its impoverished population out of 
77ze Governance of China was poverty by the end of 2026, the 
launched in Reykjavik, the capital Uzbek president has said on many 
of Iceland. occasions that China’s experience in

Baldursson, who has worked as a poverty reduction is noteworthy and 
diplomat for 25 years and once delegations have been sent to China 
served as deputy head of the embas- to study the experience with the aim 
sy of Iceland in Beijing, suggested of implementing similar initiatives 
every serious diplomat based in Bei- in the Central Asian country.
j ing read the book. In June, the French, Russian, Ara-

“Actually, this applies to everyone bic and Spanish editions of the first 
who wants to understand China’s two volumes of Selected Readings 
rejuvenation and its significance for from the Works of Xi Jinping were 
the rest of the world,” he said. made available at home and abroad,

It offers a different perspective after the English edition was pub- 
compared with those reports and lished in March.
analyses on China’s political priori- Rajan Bhattarai, a member of the 
ties witten by self-declared China Standing Committee of the Commu- 
specialists, he said. nist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-

According to Baldursson, the Leninist) and head of the CPN’s 
reader can follow step by step how Foreign Affairs Department, said he 
Xi has advanced China’s reform and found the book thought-provoking, 
opening-up to promote sustainable “It provides great details about the
development, focusing on poverty work the Communist Party of China 
alleviation, innovation, quality and has been pursuing under his leader- 
ecological preservation. ship. Xi has expressed his thoughts

Since the debut of the first volume and vision with great clarity on each 
10 years ago, a total of four volumes and every subject,” he said, 
of Xi Jinping: The Governance of ______________________________
China have been published in multi- See Vision, page 3
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Tech: Openness key to Chinas global 6G vision
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Yang Guang, senior chief 
analyst at the global market 
research company Omdia

Vitality, innovation
In sharp contrast to some coun­

tries’ closed mindset in telecom

\

7

China in the international telecom 
arena, which will, in feet, slow

In the telecom industry, countries 
with core advantages in previous- 
generation wireless technology are 
more likely to gain advantages in 
next-generation technology and 
achieve technological leadership 
and promote healthy industry 
development, China Galaxy Securi­
ties said in a research note.

Yang Guang, senior chief analyst 
at the global market research com­
pany Omdia, said: “China believes 
that a mobile network is an impor­
tant infrastructure that needs to be 
built ahead of schedule. Once the 
road is ready, cars will come natural­
ly. The underlying condition is that 
Chinese operators are all State- 
owned enterprises and need to bear 
considerable social responsibility.” 

European and US telecom opera­
tors are private enterprises, and 
their first consideration is financial 
performance. Their main objective 
is to reduce costs, which makes them 
less inclined to build infrastructure, 
Yang said.

Digital everything

Left: A researcher demonstrates a domes­
tically-developed 6G network chip at a 
high-tech lab in Nanjing, Jiangsu prov­
ince, in June, 2023. ji chunpeng / xinhua 
Below: A visitor wears VR glasses at the 
7th Future Network Development Confer­
ence in Nanjing, in August, 2023. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Progress 
underway

In July, a group of 
Chinese telecom 
engineers announced 
they had established 
the world’s first field 
test network that inte­
grates communications 
and intelligence.

The experimental net­
work has achieved remark­
able improvements in key 
communication metrics, 
including capacity, coverage and 
efficiency, according to Zhang 
Ping, a Chinese Academy of Engi­
neering academician and a profes­
sor at the Beijing University of Posts 
and Telecommunications.

The network serves as a platform 
for research institutions conducting 
theoretical research and initial veri­
fication of 6G pivotal technologies, 
and effectively lowers the entry 
threshold for 6G research, making it 
more accessible for innovation, 
according to the team of engineers. 

“The European Union, the United 
States, Japan, South Korea and oth­
er countries and regions have all ini­
tiated research on 6G, and China 
has unique strengths,” said Wen Ku, 
director-general of the China Com­
munications Standards Association. 

China has made remarkable stri­
des in 5G infrastructure, which 
gives it an unparalleled edge in 
exploring 6G technologies, he said.

By the end of May, China had built 
over 3.8 million 5G base stations, 
accounting for 60 percent of the glob­
al total. These advances have helped 
position China as a global leader in 
5G technology, with over 60 percent 
of mobile communication users in 
the country now utilizing 5G services, 
according to die Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology.

Meanwhile, China has handled 
over 94,000 5G applications in 
industries such as manufacturing, 
mining, power, ports and health­
care, the ministry added.

“Advancing the use of 5G is like 
building a good bridge and road for 
6G, and efforts to promote the 
large-scale application of 5G will lay 
a solid foundation for 6G develop­
ment, which is still in the early 
stage,” Wen said.

More impoitantly, the country 
already has an early edge in 6G pat­
ent applications over the US and 
Japan.

China’s 6G patent applications 
accounted for 40.3 percent of the 
global total, and topped the list of 
global 6G patent filings, according 
to a survey conducted by Japanese 
media company Nikkei and Tokyo­
based research company Cyber Cre­
ative Institute in 2021.

The US and Japan took second 
and third spots on the list with 35.2 
and 9.9 percent respectively, fol­
lowed by Europe with 8.9 percent, 
and South Korea with 4.2 percent, 
the report said.

Crucial upgrade
As the commercial application of 

6G is still years away, Chinese tele­
com companies are also working 
hard to develop the 5G-Advanced, 
or 5G-A technology, which is a cru­
cial upgrade to the 5G network in 
functionality and coverage and 
paves the way for key' 6G technolo­
gies. For instance, 5G-A features 
10-gigabit peak downlink speeds to 
meet increasingly diverse service 
requirements.

Wang Tao, executive director of 
Huawei Technologies Co, said over 
60 telecom operators and partners 
globally have announced the arrival 
of 5G-A this commercial year. Over 
30 devices supporting 5G-A are set 
to launch this year, marking a signif­
icant milestone in the digital era.

Wang said that 5G-A is a path for 
the industry' that protects existing 
investments, while creating new 
business opportunities. He called 
for continuous enhancement of 
5G-A technology to sustain the 
health and vitality' of the 5G indus­
try and to realize the vision of 5G 
transforming society.

As 5G-A accelerates its commer­
cial deployment, Al brings new 
opportunities for the telecommuni­
cations industry. Wang said that 
“2024 marks the convergence of the 
5G-A commercial year and the Al-to- 
device year, heralding the mobile Al 
era where intelligent services 
become ubiquitous”.

Ready for liftoff
Huang Yuhong, general manager 

of the China Mobile Research Insti­
tute, said that “6G is expected to be 
commercially available around 
2030 in China, and 3GPP (an inter­
national organization for telecom 
technology development) is 
expected to start 6G standardiza­
tion in 2025. As the day is drawing 
near, 6G R&D lias now reached a 
key breakthrough period.”

China Mobile, the world’s largest 
telecom carrier by mobile phone 
subscribers, successfully launched 
the world’s first satellite to test 6G 
architecture in February, marking a 
milestone in its efforts to explore 
integrated space and ground com­
munication technology.

The low-Earth orbit test satellite 
is the first to employ 6G design 
architecture, which was jointly 
developed by China Mobile and the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences’ Inno­
vation Academy for Microsatellites. 

The system, utilizing domestic 
software and hardware, supports 
in-orbit software reconstruction, 
flexible deployment of core network 
functions and automated manage­
ment, enhancing the efficiency and 
reliability of the in-orbit operation 
of the satellite core network, China 
Mobile said.

Orbiting at a height of approxi­
mately 500 kilometers, these satel­
lites offer advantages such as low 
latency and high data transfer rates 
compared with high-orbit satellites. 
As a crucial platform for future inte­
grated space and ground networks, 
low-earth orbit satellites can 
address telecom signal coverage 
gaps in terrestrial mobile networks,

mobile network is 
an important 
infrastructure that
needs to be built 
ahead of schedule. 
Once the road is 
ready, cars will come 
naturally.”

it
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China believes that a

Left: Participants read an information board at the opening of the Global 6G Conference 2024 in Nanjing on April 17. provided to china daily Middle: An attendee visits a booth featuring 6G RIS new large-scale antenna
transmission technology at the Mobile World Congress in Shanghai, in June lastyear. provided to china daily Right: Visitors wait in line to try AR glasses at the XREAL booth at the 2023 MWC. provided to china daily

development, China has highlight­
ed that 6G requires consensus and
close cooperation of all parties
involved in the global industry, aca­
demia, research and applications.
This will generate greater vitality
and a more vibrant innovation countries want to unite with their 
atmosphere, experts said. allies to have a bigger say in formu-

Zhang Yunming, vice-minister of lating 6G standards, 
industry and information technolo- “They have lost their edge in 5G 
gy. has repeatedly called for more and (now) they want to regain their 
efforts to deepen international coop- strength in 6G, which has turned 
eration to promote the formulation into a key battleground for innova- 
of unified 6G global standards. tion and industrial transformation,”

Both Chinese and foreign telecom Dong said.
and smartphone companies have “This is a typical US practice of 
participated in China’s 6G technical forming a small group to contain 
trials and tests, as 6G moves from a
concept to a crucial stage of poten­
tial technological breakthroughs, down the development of the 
said Wang Zhiqin, head of the IMT- entire global telecommunications 
2030 (6G) Promotion Group, a gov- technology, given China’s unparal- 
ernment-affiliated flagship platform leled advantage in the telecom 
for promoting 6G and international industry.”
cooperation in the country. The US government has already

Wang said Nokia Shanghai Bell, pressured a string of countries 
Ericsson, China Mobile, China Tele- such as the UK into removing the 
com, China Unicom, Huawei, ZTE, telecom equipment of Chinese 
Vivo and Inspur have participated companies Huawei and ZTE from 
in China’s 6G technical trials and their 5G networks by fanning 

national security fears, which had
China’s 6G development adheres never been substantiated, Dong 

to the principle of open cooperation, added.
strengthens international exchanges, Alex Sinclair, chief technology 
and has inked cooperation agree- officer of GSMA, an industry group 
ments with partners in South Korea, representing the world’s biggest 
Europe and India, she said. mobile phone operators, said it will

That is in contrast to what the US work hard to avoid the so-called 
government has done. In February, “small yard, high fence” situation 
a group of 10 countries, including with 6G.
the US and the United Kingdom, “If there are trends of isolation, it
announced that they had endorsed would have a negative impact on 
a set of principles to underpin the the industry and we would lose 
development of secure and resilient many advantages. Ultimately, the 
6G networks. development of 6G technology

Dong Yifan, an assistant research standards should be a global col-
fellow at the Institute of European laborative effort involving acade- 
Studies at the Beijing-based China mia, research institutions, and 
Institutes of Contemporary Interna- commercial sectors, including 
tional Relations, said this is an innovative technology companies,” 
example of how US-led developed Sinclair said.

China is aiming to 
commercialize the 
technology around
2030. “We will kick 
off a string of scien­
tific projects target­
ing 6G and aim to 
achieve break­
throughs in cru­
cial technologies,” 
said Jin Zhuan- 
glong, minister of 
industry and 
information tech­
nology.

K

providing higher bandwidth satel­
lite internet services globally, 
according to China Mobile.

China Mobile said it plans to con­
duct in-orbit experiments based on 
these test satellites, accelerating 
die integration and development 
of space-to-ground technology 
industries.

“In order to realize 6G commer­
cialization by 2030, the base stations 
for forming 6G networks should be 
ready around 2029,” Huang added. 

The global 6G market is predicted 
to reach $340 billion by 2040, 

with a compound 
annual growth 

rate of over 28 
percent between

2031 and 2040, 
according to a 

report by the mar­
ket analysis firm 

Market Research
Future.

The Asia-Pacific region, especially 
China, where more attention to sat­
ellite communications and related 
technological improvements takes 

place, will lead the trend, the 
report said.

China Unicom, another 
major Chinese telecom, is 

also working hard to explore 
key potential technologies for 

6G. The company expects to 
complete technical research and 

explore early application scenari­
os for 6G technology by 2025.

China Unicom said it will pro­
mote close collaboration between 
the industry, the academic commu­
nity and research institutes to carry 
out collaborative innovation in 6G 
unified network architecture and 
technologies.

“In the past, Chinese companies 
worked with international organiza­
tions to establish standards for 3G, 
4G and 5G technologies,” said Xiang 
Ligang, director-general of the Infor­
mation Consumption Alliance, a tel­
ecom industry association. “They 
should enhance their partnerships 
and cooperation with foreign coun­
terparts to promote the formation of 
globally unified 6G standards.”
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Peace: Nation well-placed to be mediator
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building a security community 
and advocates a new path to secu­
rity featuring dialogue over con­
frontation, partnership over 
alliance, and win-win over zero­
sum. The concept paper lays out 
20 priorities for cooperation, 
including upholding the United 
Nations’ central role in security 
governance, supporting efforts to 
prevent war and conflict, develop­
ing peace-building architecture, 
and promoting post-war recon­
struction.

China has growing economic 
influence. As the largest trade 
partner of both Russia and 
Ukraine, it holds significant lever­
age in these negotiations. Its eco­
nomic relations with Israel and 
long-standing support for Pales­
tinian causes further enhance its 
mediation capabilities. China’s 
success in brokering reconcilia­
tion between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran illustrates its diplomatic 
sophistication and ability to man­
age complex international issues. 
The Chinese proverb “Endure a 
moment of anger to maintain 
peace; retreat a step to gain a wid­
er perspective” reflects the strate­
gic patience and compromise that 
underpin China’s diplomatic 
approach.

China’s strategic interests are 
closely tied to global stability. By 

facilitating cease-fire talks, China 
not only bolsters its global stature 
but also aligns with its economic 
and geopolitical goals. A stable 
global environment is essential 
for China’s continued economic 
growth and the realization of its 
long-term strategic objectives. 
Historically a victim of foreign 
invasions and never a colonizing 
power, China abhors and opposes 
the chaos and immorality of war. 

Therefore, it can be concluded 
that China’s unique blend of his­
torical pragmatism, philosophi­
cal depth and rising economic 
power positions it as a key medi­
ator in the Ukraine and Gaza 
conflicts.

Despite ongoing challenges, 
China’s commitment to peaceful 
coexistence and its strategic inter­
ests in global stability protide a 
robust foundation for facilitating 
cease-fire negotiations. As global 
attention focuses on these con­
flicts, China’s efforts could hope­
fully pave the way for more 
balanced, decisive and enduring 
resolutions to these crises.
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By OUYANG SHIJIA
ouyan^hijia@chinadaily.com.cn

By WANG XIAOYU
wanga’zarn/w @chinadaily. com.cn

hospitality, elderly care, nursery 
services, entertainment, tourism, 
sports and education.

Among exports, investment and 
consumption, the traditional “troi­
ka” powering China’s economic 
development, spurring consump­
tion will be the key driving force 
boosting China’s economic growth, 
said Chen Wenling, chief econo­
mist at the China Center for Inter­
national Economic Exchanges.

To further prop up the economy, 
China needs to take more measures 
to boost consumer sentiment and 
confidence as well as expand con­
sumer demand, so more efforts are 
needed to stabilize the job market 
and improve the supply-side offer­
ing of consumer goods and servi­
ces, Chen told China Daily on the 
sidelines of a symposium organized 
on Monday in Beijing by Renmin 
University of China’s Chongyang 
Institute for Financial Studies.

A research report, titled Decisive 
Battle: The Progress of China’s Com­
prehensively Deepening Refbnn 
and High-Standard Opening-Up in 
the New Era and Prospects for 2029 
and 2035, was released during the 
symposium, which took a rosy view 
of China’s economic prospects in 
the years ahead. According to the 
report, China’s new quality produc­
tive forces are poised to continue to 
grow in 2029, with strategic emerg­
ing industries accounting for more 
than 20 percent of GDP. By then, 
more than 40 percent of Fortune 
Global 500 companies will be from 
China.

the Chinese leader’s love for his fam­
ily and country through his down- 
to-earth words.

“Most importantly, it allows the 
world to experience the remarkable 
course of China’s reform and devel­
opment through the macro perspec­
tive of the Chinese leader.”

Rana Ali Qaisar Khan, executive 
member of the Central Standing 
Committee of the National Party of 
Pakistan, said that Selected Read­
ings from the Works of Xi Jinping 
describes the beautiful vision of 
building a world of lasting peace, 
universal security, common pros­
perity, openness, inclusiveness and 
clean beauty, and provides China’s 
wisdom and China’s plan for main­
taining world peace and promoting 
common development.

Khan said he will use the ideologi­
cal essence he learned from the book 
to help promote the development of 
the all-weather strategic coopera­
tive partnership between China and 
Pakistan.

Additionally, “A gentleman 
seeks harmony but not uniformi­
ty” underscores the importance of 
achieving balance while respect­
ing differences.

These ancient principles guide 
China’s efforts in conflict resolu­
tion, aiming to harmonize oppos­
ing views and foster mutual 
understanding.

The Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence — mutual respect for 
sovereignty and territorial integri­
ty, mutual nonaggression, nonin­
terference in each other’s internal 
affairs, equality and mutual bene­
fit, and peaceful coexistence — 
form the cornerstone of China’s 
diplomatic strategy. In the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict and Palestine-Is­
rael conflict, China has 
emphasized these principles by 
advocating for direct negotiations 
and respecting concerns of all par­
ties. This approach resonates with 
the global community’s desire for 
a fair and balanced resolution to 
these conflicts.

Proposed by President Xi Jin­
ping during the Boao Forum in 
April 2022, the Global Security 
Initiative upholds the vision of 
common, comprehensive, cooper­
ative and sustainable security. It 
pursues the long-term objective of

Noting that Xi’s thoughts are 
in-depth guiding principles for the 
new era, Bhattarai said, “Many of his 
views and opinions are based on 
practical experiences and make sense 
in our context as well.”

As Xi’s works are being translat­
ed into more languages and pub­
lished overseas, foreign readers 
who are interested in China’s polit­
ical priorities and the country’s 
success now have the chance to 
hear the answers directly from the 
Chinese leader.

For Wirun Phichaiwongphakdee, 
director of the Thailand-China 
Research Center of the Belt and 
Road Initiative, the bookXz Jinping: 
The Governance of China is like the 
“secret to successfully governing a 
country’:

Calling the book “a valuable trea­
sure for developing countries” Phi­
chaiwongphakdee said, “Every time 
IreadXi Jinping: The Governance of 
China, I feel like I’m seeking wisdom 
from a learned sage, experiencing 

giant star”.
Tang Chao, an academi­

cian of the CAS and head of the 
National Natural Science Founda­
tion of China’s interdisciplinary 
science department, said that the 
formation of the China-United 
States Physics Examination and 
Application program, which was 
initiated by Lee more than four 
decades ago, blazed a trail for send­
ing Chinese to study in the US.

Nearly 1,000 students enrolled in 
the program before it was ended in 
1988, and many have become 
renowned scientists or leading 
company managers.

“The program was a landmark 
in China’s international science 
and talent communication” and 
had an impact on China’s history 
of reform and opening-up, Tang 
said in a statement on social 
media.

“His strong sense of patriotism 
and his perception that science 
belongs to all of humanity remain 
fresh and admirable and can 
serve as a model for us to learn,” 
he said.

author is moderator ofPan- 
desalForum and columnist of 
Philippine Star andAbante 
newspapers. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

Stranded cars lie partially submerged in water after heavy rain hit 
Lyngbyvejen in Copenhagen, Denmark, on Sunday. The rain in the 
capital area caused traffic problems in several places. 
STEVEN KNAP / RITZAU SCANPIX / AFP

Seasoned shooter Li Yuehong 
cracked a hard target on Monday at 
the Chateauroux Shooting Centre, 
near Paris, France, to bring China its 
first-ever Olympic gold in the men’s 
25m rapid fire pistol event.

Cho Yeong-jae of South Korea 
won the silver, and Li’s teammate 
Wang Xinjie took home the bronze. 

Li, 34, who has made three Olym­
pic appearances and won bronze 
medals at Rio 2016 and Tokyo 2020, 
realized his golden dream with 32 
hits at the ongoing Games. At the 
prize ceremony on Monday, Li tri­
umphantly raised his arms, shar­
ing the joy of his victory with the 
audiences.

His monumental achievement 
raised the number of gold medals 
won by the Chinese shooting team 
in Paris to five. The team’s overall 
performance has been stellar, with a 
haul of 10 medals, including two sil­
ver and three bronze medals, mak­
ing this the team’s best Olympic 
show ever.

From the first gold secured by Gen­
eration Z members Huang Yuting 
and Sheng Lihao in the 10m air rifle 
mixed team event, to the fifth gold 
won by Li, who is the Chinese shoot­
ing team’s eldest member, the cham­
pions demonstrated how talent 
spans generations in China.

Monday’s final rounds were fierce­
ly competitive, but even when he was 
trailing, Li — a world record holder— 
didn’t lose hope, fighting until his 
very last shot In the decisive final 
three rounds, he delivered two per­
fect sets of five hits and one set with 
four out of five, securing his lead and 
clinching the gold.

After his historic win, Li shared a 
long embrace with his coach, 
Zhang Jianwei.

“Our coordination is seamless. We 
understand each other with just a 
glance,” Li said, expressing deep 
gratitude for the unwavering sup­
port and meticulous training he 
received from Zhang since they 
started collaborating in 2021.

Li’s victory also filled the last gap in 
tlie Chinese shooting team’s gold 
medal puzzle. Before the Paris 
Games, the men’s 25m rapid fire pis­
tol was the only event in which the 
Chinese team had not yet won an 
Olympic gold.

“I stand on the shoulders of giants, 
learning from my predecessors. They 
have won every championship except 
tlie Olympics. I carry their dreams 
with me,” Li said, attributing this 
breakthrough to the hard work and 
dedication of generations of Chinese 
shooters. “This gold medal belongs to 
each and every one of them.”

Li gained feme early in his career 
and secured many milestones. At the 
2010 Asian Games, held in Guang­
zhou, Guangdong province, he was a 
newcomer to tlie national team and 
won two gold medals in die men’s 
25m rapid fire pistol individual and 
team events.

In August 2023, Li created a 
world record in the men’s 25m rapid 
fire pistol individual event at the 
ISSF World Championships in 
Baku, Azerbaijan, with 39 hits, 
which he still holds.

However, his Olympic journey had 
been challenging until now.

Li recalled that during the Rio 
Games, he wasn’t yet “capable 
enough” of winning gold and was 
“thrilled” with just bronze. During 
the Tokyo Games, although his 
skills had improved, his focus 
wavered and he came in third.

‘Tn my first two Olympics, I 
couldn’t consistently perform at a 
high level, so I mostly gained experi­
ence from (my) losses,” he said. “After 
working with my new coach, I 
focused more on avoiding tlie mis­
takes I had made before. This time, I 
was in a much better shape. I thank 
myself for the years of perseverance, 
and I am deeply grateful to everyone 
on tlie team. We have all been striving 
toward (achieving) our dreams.”

Veteran shooter Tao Luna, who 
claimed the first gold medal for 
China at the 2000 Sydney Olym­
pics in the women’s 10m air pistol 
event, has been watching the Chi­
nese shooting team’s performance 
at the Paris Games.

“Success is not accidental, but 
conies from long-term, relentless 
effort I am incredibly proud of our 
Chinese shooting team,” Tao told 
The Paper.

China’s business activity recov­
ered further in July, with the servi­
ces sector expanding at an 
accelerated pace due to improve­
ments in both demand and supply, 
according to a private survey report. 

As challenges and uncertainties 
remain, expanding domestic 
demand, particularly by spurring 
consumer sentiments and improv­
ing the offering of consumer goods 
and sendees, should be among the 
top priorities for policymakers, in 
order to strengthen tlie world’s 
second-largest economy in the 
coming months, experts said.

Tlie Caixin China General Send­
ees Purchasing Managers’ Index 
rose to 52.1 in July from 51.2 in 
June, according to the report 
released on Monday by media 
group Caixin. The figure, which is 
above the 50-point mark that sepa­
rates growth from contraction, 
remained in expansionary territory 
for the 19 th consecutive month.

Citing the previously released 
Caixin manufacturing PMI for 
last month, which fell to 49.8 in 
July from 51.8 in June, the report 
noted that faster services activity 
growth was offset by a slower and 
only marginal rise in manufactur­
ing production, with the Caixin 
composite PMI, which includes 
activity in both sectors, posting 
51.2 in July against 52.8 in June. 

“The services sector saw 
improvement, while manufectur-

ByLIYINGXUE
liyingcue@chinadaily.com.cnI}. ,1^—
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A humanoid robot works at a factory of Zeekr, a premium electric vehicle brand of Chinese automaker 
Geely, in Ningbo, Zhejiang province. The robot will help with logistics work on production fines, the 
factory said on Monday, zhengxuexiong/ for china daily$
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young people and college students 
in China to foster talent and pro­
mote Chinese researchers’ commu­
nication with the US and other 
developed countries.

He also played an important role 
in advocating the establishment of 
the National Natural Science Foun­
dation of China and the China-US 
joint committee on high-energy 
physics, and promoted construc­
tion of several large, high-end sci­
ence facilities that have 
spearheaded China’s innovative 
research in basic science and paved 
the way for tlie nation’s break­
through discoveries in high-energy 

physics.
Yan Ning, an academi­

cian of the CAS and 
founding president of the 
Shenzhen Medical Acade­
my of Research and 
Translation, said on Mon­
day on her social media 
account that the death of

Tsung-daoLee Lee was “the fall of a 
(1926-2024)

ing faced greater pressure. The 
former outperformed the latter in 
terms of supply, demand and 
employment,” said Wang Zhe, sen­
ior economist at Caixin Insight 
Group. “Regarding market expec­
tations, optimism improved com­
pared to June, although the 
corresponding gauge remained at 
a low level.”

As China’s GDP growth in the 
second quarter slowed to 4.7 per­
cent year-on-year, after 5.3 percent 
growth in the first quarter, Wang 
said it will be “challenging” for the 
country to meet its annual growth 
target of around 5 percent

“The most prominent issues 
include the still-weak effective 
domestic demand and low market 
optimism. Therefore, policy efforts 
should focus on stabilizing growth, 
improving employment, safe­
guarding people’s livelihoods, 
intensifying policy stimulus, ensur­
ing effective implementation of 
previous policies, and unleashing 
market vitality” he said.

In its latest effoits to spur domes­
tic demand, China announced a 
plan to boost consumption by 
expanding opening-up in the servi­
ces sector, improving the supply of 
services and fostering new services 
consumption scenarios.

On Saturday, the State Council, 
China’s cabinet, issued a 20-point 
guideline aimed at tapping the 
consumption potential, boosting 
new types of consumption, and 
strengthening the growth 
momentum in services spanning 
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Chinese American physicist 
Tsung-Dao Lee, a Nobel laureate 
who made significant contribu­
tions to advancing China’s science 
education and innovation in high- 
energy physics, passed away in 
the United States early Monday. 
He was 97.

Shanghai Jiao Tong University, 
where Lee was an honorary profes­
sor, confirmed his death in an obit­
uary released on Monday 
afternoon.

Lee, who was also a foreign acade­
mician of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, was 
born in Shanghai in 
November 1926. He 
attended universities in 
Zhejiang and Yunnan 
provinces before receiving 
a doctoral degree at the 
University of Chicago in 
the US in 1950.

From 1953 until his 
retirement in 2012, he 
taught at Columbia University in 
New York City, where he was named 
Enrico Fermi Professor of Physics.

Lee was best known for his joint 
investigation of the principle of par­
ity with Yang Zhenning, also known 
as Yang Chen-Ning, another 
renowned Chinese physicist who 
now lives on the campus of Tsing- 
hua University in Beijing. The 
research earned them the 1957 
Nobel Prize in physics.

In addition to his cutting-edge 
research, Lee was deeply respected 
for his efforts in cultivating Chinese 
science talent and contributing to 
the development of the study of 
physics in China.

Since die early 1970s, he frequent­
ly traveled to China to give lectures 
and provide suggestions on the 
nation’s science education, frontier 
research in high-energy physics, 
high-quality' talent cultivation and 
China’s scientific cooperation with 
other countries.

He helped establish a number of 
academic programs for gifted
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Overseas Chinese students learn about
agricultural culture at summer camp
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By YANG CHENG in Tianjin 

yangcheng@chinadaily.com.cn

A cross-border light railway link 
connecting the Macao Special 
Administrative Region and Hengqin 
Island in Zhuhai, Guangdong prov­
ince, is one step closer to comple­
tion, enhancing Macao’s integration 
into the “one-hour living circle” of 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area.

The Macao Public Works Bureau 
announced last week that an inter­
change facility linking Lotus Station 
on Macao’s Light Rail Transit Taipa 
line and HE1 station on the Hengqin 
extension line has been completed. 

The 2.2-kilometer extension 
starts from HE1 station near Lotus 
Bridge in Macao, runs across Shizi- 
men Waterway to Zhuhai’s Heng­
qin Island through an underwater 
tunnel, and ends at HE2 station at 
the front of Hengqin Port.

Construction of the extension line 
was completed earlier this year and 
testing has started. With the finali­
zation of the interchange, the over­
all project is scheduled to be 
completed in November and put 
into operation by the end of the year, 
according to the bureau.

Southern Metropolis Daily 
reported on Monday that the new 
LRT line is scheduled to start trial 
operation in October.

Upon completion, it will create a 
more comfortable and convenient 
cross-border travel environment for 
residents of Zhuhai and Macao, and 
other cities in the Bay Area, because 
Hengqin Port is also linked to the 
Guangzhou-Zhuhai Intercity Rail, 
which fens out to other cities in 
Guangdong, such as Zhongshan, 
Foshan and Guangzhou.

The cross-border project is 
regarded as a public infrastructure 
priority for this year’s 25 tli anniver­
sary of Macao’s return to the moth­
erland.

An extension from Hengqin Port 
to the Guangzhou-Zhuhai-Macao 
high-speed railway route, which 
starts from Guangzhou North sta­
tion, is also in the planning stages. 

According to the Hengqin Check­
point, the number of inbound and

By CHAI HUA
in Shenzhen, Guangdong 

grace@chinadailyhk.com

which ended on Monday, attracted 
66 overseas Chinese students from 
the United States, United King­
dom, France, Canada, Jamaica and 
Belgium.

At the university, the students 
also visited the South China Agri­
cultural Museum, where it said 
they “traveled through time and 
space” to observe ancient farming 
tools up close, learn about crop 
planting techniques and experi­
ence the customs and traditions 
of the ancient farming society.

Under the guidance of teachers, 
the students operated the silk 
drawing machines by hand, experi­
enced the process of spinning silk, 
and learned embossing tech­
niques, using their imagination 
and creativity to give flowers new 
life, the university said.

The opportunity to experience 
the beauty of Chinese agricultural 
culture through hands-on opera­
tion allowed them to deepen their 
understanding and identification 
with Chinese culture, it said.

Li Chengxuan, a student from 
the UK, said the summer camp

activities were exciting and inter­
esting, especially the embossing, 
which he had never experienced 
before.

“The summer camp is an unfor­
gettable experience and journey,” 
he said.

Ivar Yu Yongqiang, from Belgi­
um, said the camp gave them many 
new experiences, giving them a 
new understanding of traditional 
Chinese agriculture and a liking for 
traditional crafts.

The visit to the university was 
part of an Overseas Chinese Youth 
Chinese Agriculture Culture Expe­
rience Summer Camp hosted by the 
All-China Federation of Returned 
Overseas Chinese and jointly orga­
nized by the Guangdong Province 
Federation of Returned Overseas 
Chinese and the university.

The students also visited Jiang- 
men, a famous hometown for over­
seas Chinese, a Guangdong 
culinary technical school and 
famous enterprises to appreciate 
South China’s colorful culture and 
the rapid development of science 
and technology.

The plump, round cocoons turn 
into exquisite silk threads as the 
spinning machine rotates and, aft­
er dehydration, beautiful flowers, 
leaves, roots and stems are ingen­
iously used to create unique 
embossed works.

Such traditional Chinese work­
manship surprised many young 
overseas Chinese students who 
were attending a summer camp in 
Guangzhou, Guangdong’s provin­
cial capital, on Friday.

Wen Xiaobo, vice-president of 
South China Agricultural Universi­
ty, said it had planned multiple 
experiences with an agricultural 
culture theme for the visiting stu­
dents.

“I hope every overseas Chinese 
student can experience the unique 
charm and profound influence of 
Chinese agricultural culture from 
all angles and perspectives during 
their visit,” he said.

The 10-day summer camp,

The process results in the 
growth of native-like skin, which 
differs from artificial skin and pos­
sesses normal sensory functions 
like touch and pain perception.

The material can be absorbed by 
the human body or excreted as 
metabolic byproducts such as ami­
no acids, carbon dioxide and water. 

The breakthrough can be applied 
in the repair of skin and mucosal 
defects in the oral and maxillofacial 
regions, as well as the repair of 
burn-induced skin defects.

It can accelerate wound healing 
and address issues such as a short­
age of autologous skin graft materi­
als and non-degradable repair 
materials, as well as allergies.

outbound passengers through the 
port exceeded 16.7 million last year, 
double the number in 2022. In the 
first half of this year, the number has 
surged 44 percent year-on-year.

Hengqin Port has been an 
important gateway for entering 
and exiting Macao during the sum­
mer vacation, an officer at the 
checkpoint said. The island’s Zhu­
hai Chimelong International 
Ocean Resort, a favorite destina­
tion for families, is linked with 
Hengqin Port through intercity rail 
transit.

He said the cross-border travel 
route of “Hengqin plus Macao” is 
becoming increasingly popular, 
making it the preferred holiday trav­
el choice for many residents of the 
Bay Area.

Dai Min, a passenger from the 
Chinese mainland, visited Macao 
and Zhuhai from Shenzhen over the 
weekend. She said she took a free 
shuttle bus to her hotel after arriv­
ing through Hengqin Port

Several hotels in Macao provide 
frequent free shuttle bus services to 
and from Hengqin Port every day 
and visitors can also take public 
buses.

“The drive between the check­
point and our hotel in Macao was 
about 20 minutes,” Dai said. “I think 
the transportation between Heng­
qin and Macao is already very con­
venient, but I also would like to have 
a try when the new LRT service 
opens.”

recently upheld die original judg­
ment.

The top procuratorate said tiiat 
industries such as electroplating, 
printing, chemical engineering 
and metal processing remain key 
areas for environmental pollution 
crimes. Some privately operated 
workshops deliberately evade 
supervision and unlawfully dis­
charge pollutants.

Falsification of monitoring data 
is another significant concern. 
While China’s laws require key pol­
luting units to install monitoring 
equipment and connect it to eco­
logical authorities, some entities 
manipulate data to avoid regulato­
ry oversight, which has a negative 
impact on environmental compli­
ance.

Certain third-party testing and 
monitoring institutions, motivated 
by self-interest, aid waste produc­
ers in concealing pollution through 
the falsification of data, the top 
procuratorate said.

In June, it released three typical 
cases of prosecuting third-party 
environmental protection agencies 
for data falsification, providing 
guidance to procuratorates at all 
levels in handling such violations. 
The cases, supervised by the top 
procuratorate and the ministries of 
ecology and environment and pub­
lic security, covered environmental 
impact assessments, testing and 
vehicle emissions.

From 2022 to 2023, multiple cen­
tral departments, including the top 
procuratorate and court, collabo­
rated on a special campaign to 
address data falsification by third- 
party environmental protection 
agencies.

Restorative justice approach adopted 
to enhance ecological governance

Actors perform Jin opera at the 2024 Jinci Temple Fair in Taiyuan, 
capital of Shanxi province, on Monday. The three-day event, which 
commenced on Monday, boasts a series of folk activities including 
music performances and theatrical shows, zhu xingxin / china daily

A total of 175 Chinese language 
teachers for primary and middle 
schools will begin their careers in 
Saudi Arabia in mid August.

They will become the first 
batch of Mandarin teachers to 
serve in Saudi Arabia, honoring 
an agreement on enhancing 
cooperation in Chinese language 
education that the two countries 
made last year.

They completed pre-service 
training at Tianjin Normal Uni­
versity from July 29 to Friday.

The training was organized by 
the university, the Saudi Educa­
tion Ministry and the Chinese 
Ministry of Education’s Center 
for Language Education and 
Cooperation.

The website of Cankao Xiaoxi, 
a newspaper affiliated with Xin­
hua News Agency, said Saudi 
Arabia will open Chinese lan­
guage classes in middle schools. 

China will send 800 Chinese 
language teachers to Saudi Ara­
bia, according to another web­
site, jiaohanyu.com, which offers 
details of the latest Chinese lan­
guage teaching programs and 
job opportunities.

Yaqin Talal A. Jebreen, a 
human resources specialist at 
Tatweer Co from Saudi Arabia, 
the chief representative in orga­
nizing the training, thanked the 
center and the university for 
organizing it.

“The successful completion of 
the pre-service training for the 
first batch of Chinese teachers 
who are about to go to Saudi Ara­
bia is a reflection of the solid 
partnership and fruitful cooper­
ation between Saudi Arabia and 
China,” she said.

“And I believe these teachers’ 
fulfillment of the jobs will set a 
brand-new beginning for China- 
Saudi Arabia educational coop­
eration.”

Liu Xiaoting, a representative 
who spoke for the 175 teachers, 
said, “We are grateful for such a 
valuable training opportunity 
and ambitious to contribute to 
Chinese language education in 
Saudi Arabia soon.”

The year marks the 60th anni­
versary of Tianjin Normal Uni­
versity’s international Chinese 
education initiatives, along with 
tiie 20 th anniversary of its inter­
national Chinese teacher volun­
teer service.

Qu Kai, the university’s Party 
secretary, said its efforts have 
yielded more than 60,000 inter­
national students who are profi­
cient in Chinese language and 
culture and it will continue to 
boost China-Saudi Arabia inter­
national Chinese education 
cooperation, providing students 
and teachers with better Chinese 
training services.

Tibetan riders per­
form horseback stunts 
at the opening cere­
mony of the 22nd 
Shambhala Tourism 
and Art Festival at the 
Dangzhou grassland 
in Gannan Tibet 
autonomous prefec­
ture, Gansu province, 
on Sunday. People 
dressed in festive 
attire, sang and 
danced to enjoy the 
festivities, wei dezhan / 
FOR CHINA DAILY
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Chinese researchers have devel­
oped a band-aid-like biodegrada­
ble composite material that can 
promote complete wound healing 
and the growth of skin-like tissue. 

The study, conducted by Zhong- 
nan Hospital of Wuhan University 
and the Wuhan University of Tech­
nology, was published in the Inter­
national Journal of Biological 
Macromolecules.

The biocomposite material is 
made from silk fibroin, sodium 
alginate and other natural poly­
mers. When applied to a wound, its 
micro-nano-layered structure 
guides skin cells to “climb” to vari­
ous skin layers, promoting full­
thickness skin repair and 
regeneration, according to Wang 
Xinyu, a professor at the university.
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I think the 
transportation 
between Hengqin 
and Macao is already 
very convenient, but I 
also would like to 
have a try when the 
new LRT service 
opens.”
Dai Min, passenger from the 
Chinese mainland 

By ZHENG CAIXIONG 
in Guangzhou 

sdiengcaiMang@chinadaily.cmi.cn

untreated domestic waste in a rent­
ed forest area in Beijing’s Fangshan 
district from 2020 to July 2021. 
Furthermore, he hired individuals 
to work at the site and collected 
dumping fees.

The Beijing Municipal People’s 
Procuratorate said the total weight 
of the illegally dumped waste 
reached nearly 449,000 metric 
tons, severely damaging the land’s 
original functions and vegetation. 
The costs for cleaning, disposal 
and environmental restoration, 
along with the loss of ecological 
services, amounted to over 138 mil­
lion yuan ($19.3 million).

The Fangshan District People’s 
Procuratorate filed public interest 
litigation against Zhang and four 
others involved in environmental 
pollution crimes, in addition to 
investigating their criminal acts. 
The Fangshan District People’s 
Court sentenced Zhang and his 
accomplices to prison terms ran­
ging from one year and eight 
months to six years and 10 months 
for environmental pollution, along 
with fines ranging from 20,000 to 
70,000 yuan.

Zhang was also ordered to bear 
the costs of ecological restoration, 
loss of ecological services, punitive 
damages and appraisal fees total­
ing about 140 million yuan. The 
other defendants were held jointly 
liable with Zhang for 2 percent to 
15 percent of the costs.

Two defendants appealed the 
verdict, but the Beijing Second 
Intermediate People’s Court 
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China lias adopted a restorative 
justice approach to handling envi­
ronmental pollution cases as part 
of efforts to enhance its ecological 
governance system, the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate said on 
Monday.

In the first half of this year, 1,597 
individuals were prosecuted in 
668 cases for environmental pol­
lution offenses, according to the 
top procuratorate. It said tiiat 
environmental pollution crimes 
present a mix of old and new chal­
lenges, requiring comprehensive 
strategies and intensified govern­
ance efforts.

In February, the top procurator­
ate launched a special nationwide 
operation focused on addressing 
livelihood issues, including the 
protection of the environment and 
natural resources, which will run 
until December.

The rapid pace of industrializa­
tion and urbanization has led to an 
increase in solid waste production, 
particularly hazardous waste, in 
certain areas. Some enterprises, 
feeing insufficient disposal capaci­
ty and high costs, resort to illegally 
transferring hazardous waste to 
other regions or provinces, causing 
soil, water and air pollution, the 
top procuratorate said.

In a recent case, a man sur- 
named Zhang, lacking the required 
waste disposal qualifications, 
accepted construction and
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Chengdu expo lays out examples Horticultural
event shows

for better ecological development
Exhibition seen as part of larger project to green the city, raising people’s awareness of environment
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By YAN DONGJEE in Chengdu 
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By HUANG ZHILING and PENG CHAO 
in Chengdu
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China’s cities is being implemented in a way 
that other countries are not doing. I hope 
this expo is an opportunity for other cities 
around the world to see that they can do the 
same,” he said.

Tim Edwards, former board member of 
AIPH, agreed. He visited China’s capital in 
2019 for the Beijing World Horticultural 
Exhibition, which was the largest interna­
tional horticultural expo ever held. The 503- 
hectare expo site attracted 9.34 million 
visitors in the months it was open.

International horticultural exhibitions 
and world horticultural exhibitions — 
defined according to their size and the num­
ber of participating countries — started by 
AIPH have been held in more than 50 coun­
tries since 1960.

Chengdu is one of eight cities in China to 
have hosted the expo, with Kunming, Yun­
nan province, holding one in 1999, and Bei­
jing in 2019.

“The Beijing expo was the best expo that 
I’d seen to that point. But when I arrived in 
Chengdu, I saw that the standard of horti­
culture has again increased,” Edwards said. 

“It’s already obvious that the expo is sim­
ply a part of a bigger project here to green 
the city, and the expo demonstrates tech­
niques that are going to be utilized through­
out the bigger project. So I think it’s a very 
fine example,” he added.

Edwards recalled that when he first came 
to China decades ago, there were only a few 
plants that would be grown by the industry 
commercially, and those that were grown 
were mainly certain species rather than in 
varieties.

“Now, the quality of the plants on show in 
Chengdu is the highest I’ve ever seen,” he 
said.

In addition to plant varieties, the technol­
ogy used in horticulture has also improved a 
lot in China in recent years, he noted.

“There were green walls at the 2019 Bei­
jing expo, but I felt that the designers were 
showing off some new techniques. This year 
a lot of the gardens have green walls, and I 
can see they’re now being used with confi­
dence,” he said.

Besides showcasing a wide variety of 
plants, the more important meaning of the 
exhibition is that gardens can reflect a close 
relationship between the local ecological 
environment and the lives of local people, 
said Takuhiro Yamada, a horticultural 
expert from Japan.

“For those of us in die horticultural indus­
try, how to maintain a climate more suitable 
for human survival is an important issue 
that we have been studying. We hope that 
through these exhibition gardens, everyone 
can rekindle their awareness of the environ­
ment and climate, highlighting the impor­
tance of protecting the ecology and climate,” 
he said.

“With Chengdu being a park city, the park 
created for the expo will enable the city to 
establish itself as an example to the world of 
how to create green city ecology, and how to 
develop ecologically in a way that will create 
an attractive livable environment for citi­
zens,” said Briercliffe from AIPH.

hina has set good examples on how 
to balance economic development 
with ecology to create a more sus­
tainable way to live, according to 

horticultural experts attending the Interna­
tional Horticultural Exhibition 2024 in 
Chengdu, Sichuan province.

The exhibition, themed around Chengdu 
being a park city, covers 42 hectares. It 
opened in April and will run until Oct 28, 
and features 113 exhibitions and gardens 
from across the globe. There are seven 
major exhibition areas showcasing the best 
in gardening from countries such as France, 
Italy, the United Kingdom and cities around 
China.

“I must mention how impressive the 
country’s development is with ecological 
development, and this is the direction that 
we should pursue for our next generation 
not just in China, but in the world,” said Lee 
Da-eun, of the International Association of 
Horticultural Producers (AIPH), from South 
Korea.

Leonardo Capitanio, president of AIPH, 
said the Chengdu expo has reached a new 
level for an international horticultural exhi­
bition, with excellent gardens featuring a lot 
of greenery.

“China has a beautiful vision on designing 
the future. You (China) are designing in a 
proper way because you are looking for a 
more sustainable way to live. I see what we, 
as foreigners, can learn from this country ’̂ 
he said.

Tim Briercliffe, AIPH secretary general, 
said he has witnessed China becoming a 
more sustainable country with cities becom­
ing greener in recent years.

“I heard at the Beijing expo in 2019 the 
announcement from President Xi Jinping, 
where he talked about a vision of ecological 
development in cities. What I’ve seen since 
then is cities are really implementing that 
and to tiie point where it’s changing people’s 
lives,” he said.

Briercliffe said he liked the traditional 
culture displayed in gardens from differ­
ent cities in China such as Yangzhou, but 
he’s more interested in how greenery can 
connect with people’s daily lives, especial­
ly in big cities with their concrete and 
buildings.

A small rooftop courtyard decorated 
with plants and flowers in the Shanghai 
garden display at the expo left a strong 
impression.

“Everyone has walls and roofs, so they can 
be converted into something horticultural. 
Wien people from other cities visit, they 
will see ideas and concepts that they can 
apply on a city level,” he said.

The idea of having “green walls” in cities is 
something that Briercliffe said he’s seen in 
several cities across China.

Green walls require technology to 
achieve, because getting water and fertilizer 
to plants on a high wall is no easy feat, he 
said.

“The policy of ecological development in

- .4*#’

For Huang Cong, vice-president of 
engineering firm TYLin China, planning 
and designing the main venue of the 
International Horticultural Exhibition
2024 Chengdu is a milestone in his 
23-year career.

The 186-day expo, which began on 
April 26 in Chengdu, capital of Sichuan 
province, is a showcase of hundreds of 
distinctive plant species from five conti­
nents, and gardening styles from 32 
countries and regions.

Huang, as the chief planner of the 
expo’s main venue, has experience in the 
planning and design of major domestic 
and international projects such as the 
2012 London Olympics, Terminal 5 of 
Heathrow Airport and its supporting 
facilities, Chang’an Automobile’s head­
quarters, and Nanjing Garden Expo Park. 

He said Chengdu 
has provided the per­
fect venue for the expo 
as it is the birthplace 
and major demonstra­
tion area for China’s 
“park city” concept, 
and offers a platform 
to showcase the coun­
try’s green develop­

ment practices to the world.
“Undertaking this project is not only 

an honor for me, but also signifies a 
sense of responsibility and mission,” 
said Huang.

“Through practice in ecological resto­
ration, low-impact development, reuse 
and recycling, and intelligent operation 
in the planning and design of the main 
venue, we hope to demonstrate some of 
China’s green development solutions to 
the world.

“With the total number of exhibition 
gardens hitting a record of 113 among 
category B international horticultural 
exhibitions, the expo emphasizes the 
principles of being green and low-car­
bon, economical and sustainable, 
shared and inclusive,” he said.

“For tiie first time in the event’s history, 
tiie Chengdu expo carried out a special 
plan and a management method to 
implement tiie green and low-carbon 
approach in tiie planning and design, 
construction and operation,” Huang said. 

The construction of the main venue 
used existing ecological resources and 
preserved the natural terrain features as 
much as possible. This not only avoids 
damage to the local ecosystem but also 
reduces construction costs.

To reduce carbon emissions, the pawl­
ions and buildings at the main venue 
were all designed in accordance with 
green building standards, with a prefer­
ence for using carbon-negative building 
materials such as bamboo and wood, 
and incorporating green and energy-sav­
ing technologies such as photovoltaic 
glass and composite thermal insulation. 

“Take tiie three giant lotus petal­
shaped buildings at the entrance as an 
example. They are not only visually 
appealing, but also function as rainwa­
ter collectors,” Huang said.

The facility is estimated to collect 
about 2,500 metric tons of rainwater per 
year, which can meet the daily watering 
needs of 2 hectares of green areas.

After the closing of the expo, tiie main 
venue will be transformed into an urban 
park of the Chengdu Eastern New Area, 
while tiie buildings within will be 
turned into public facilities, including a 
cultural and aits center, a marriage reg­
istry and a community center.

“Not a single building in the main ven­
ue has been designed without consider­
ing its long-term use,” he said.

In Huang’s view, one of the event’s dis­
tinctive features is its inclusiveness of 
diverse cultures.

It lias enabled Huang and his team to 
incorporate plenty of Sichuan’s cultural 
elements and Chengdu people’s unique 
living philosophy into their design, and 
provided them with a chance to 
exchange ideas and foster mutual 
understanding with global counterparts 
from different cultural backgrounds.

Although the expo has been under­
way for more than three months, Huang 
still frequently visits the main venue to 
identify areas that require improvement 
and refinement, and to brainstorm ideas 
for future upgrades of the area. 

“The expo offers us an exceptional 
opportunity to envision future living 
spaces and future communities,” Huang 
said. “The experiences we gain here will 
enable us to improve people’s quality of 
life and well-being in future practices.”

Above: Tourists 
take photos at the 
horticultural exhi­
bition park in 
Chengdu, Sichuan 
province, in May. 
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Right: A volun­
teer answers 
questions from a 
visitor at the hor­
ticultural event in 
April.
WANG XI / XINHUA

Above: A parade 
vehicle passes 
visitors in the 
expo park in May. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA 
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Left: Students 
learn about phil­
osophies and 
practices of gar­
dening in China at 
an exhibition of 
the Chengdu expo 
in May.
WANG QIN / FOR CHINA 
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Top: A traditional- 
style tower at the 

International Hor­
ticultural Exhibi­

tion 2024 in 
Chengdu.
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Below: A pavilion 
showcasing the 
city of Chengdu 
draws visitors. 
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London urged to be pragmatic about ties with Beijing

UK hails Chinas policy push for wider opening-up

Harris nears nomination, pick for V-P

M Agencies contributed to this story.
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na UK Business Development Centre, 
echoed the sentiment, pointing out 
that an “eagerness” to venture into the 
Chinese market can still be observed 
in the UK business community.
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would be the country’s first Jewish 
vice-president

Shapiro’s support for Israel could be 
questioned by some progressive voters 
but also could blunt Republican efforts 
to portray the Israel-Gaza war as a 
wedge issue for Democrats.

Walz, 60, is a former member of 
Congress from a Republican-leaning 
district in Minnesota, who also has 
championed progressive policies as 
governor such as free school meals and 
expanded paid worker leave.

Other contenders for the V-P pick 
had included US Senator Mark Kelly 
of Arizona, Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg, Kentucky Governor 
Andy Beshear and Illinois Governor 
J.B. Pritzker.

McLean expressed hope that the 
new Labour Party government 
could offer fresh opportunities for 
its dealings with China as the past 
UK had been “too risk-averse”

“If you are being risk-averse, you 
end up doing less than you should be 
doing,” he said. “I hope that the new 
government can offer fresh opportu­
nities and a balanced approach for 
engagement Part of the government 
policy is about growth, which may 
align with the opportunities that 
exist in China.”

In addition to attracting foreign 
investment into China, Xie said pros­
pects could also arise when Chinese 
and foreign enterprises seek to build 
a joint venture overseas, as many 
Chinese companies are adopting an 
expansion strategy. “Opening up can 
be a two-way approach,” he said.

CANADA I TORONTO
4711 Yonge Street, 10th Floor

Toronto, Ontario, M2N 6K8

Tel: 416-481-5706

Minnesota, reported Reuters, which 
attributed their names to three sources 
with knowledge of the matter.

The candidates will be informed on 
Monday night or TUesday morning of 
Harris’ decision, sources told Reuters. 

Harris, the US vice-president, is 
expected to announce her running 
mate Tuesday before her first sched­
uled public appearance with the pick 
at a rally that evening at Temple Uni­
versity in Philadelphia.

In a message late Monday, Hanis 
said she had yet to make a decision. 

“I know many of you are eager to 
find out who I will be selecting to 
join me on the campaign trail, and 

When the US eventually entered 
World War II, thousands more 
went on to serve in both Asia and 
Europe, including another 20,000 
Chinese Americans like Chu’s 
father, who fought for the US 
despite feeing racial discrimination 
at home because of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act (1882-1943).

“For my father's whole life, he 
was so proud of his service to his 
country. Of course, I thought of him 
when Congress passed legislation 
in 2018 to finally award the 20,000 
Chinese American veterans who 
fought in World War II with the 
Congressional Gold Medal, the 
highest civilian honor,” Chu said.

an article on the Politico website. 
While the Labour government will 

largely follow the China policy of the 
previous administration, it is “likely 
to see minor adjustments in fields 
such as economy and trade”, Jian 
Junbo, deputy director of the Center 
for China-Europe Relations at Fudan 
University’s Institute of International 
Studies, told China Daily.

“The Labour government might 
adopt a more pragmatic approach 
toward China. Cooperation in climate 
change and investment could see 
potential growth.”

Official data showed China is the 
UK’s largest trading partner’ in Asia, 
with the UK ranking as China’s 
third-largest trading partner in 
Europe.

Former UK prime minister 
David Cameron sought to create a 
“golden era” of engagement with 
China in 2015, but relations swung 
to overt hostility under Liz Truss 
and then to confused ambiguity 
under Rishi Sunak, wrote newly 
appointed UK Foreign Secretary 
David Lammy in an article titled 
The Case For Progressive Realism, 

The granddaughter ofUSGeneral 
Claire Lee Chennault, the founder of 
the World War II-era Flying Tigers, 
said he remained in China because 
he “heard the cries for help”

When Chennault decided to stay 
behind and offer his services to 
China in July 1937, the US govern­
ment threatened to revoke his citi­
zenship if he did not return home 
and cease helping China.

However, his compassion was 
unwavering and he accepted his 
new role as an adviser’ to the Chinese 
Ah’ Force, said his granddaughter 
Nell Calloway, director of the Chen­
nault Aviation and Military Muse­
um in Monroe, Louisiana

Calloway recalled her grandfa­
ther's story at a recent gathering of 
the new generation of Flying Tigers, 
formerly known as the American 
Volunteer Group, during the 45 th 
Anniversary of US-China Diplomat­
ic Relations Forum hosted by Flying 
Tigers-friendly organizations.

The celebration was held in 
Whittier, California, a city in Los 
Angeles County and the hometown 
of former US president Richard 
Nixon, as the Flying Tigers organi­
zations aim to carry on the fighter 
pilots’ spirit and their friendship 
between the two peoples.

Chennault arrived in China on 
June 1,1937, but it was not easy for 
him to stay in a foreign land as he 
was hard of hearing and did not 
understand the language.

“He stayed because he heard the 
cries for help from a people in des­
perate need,” Calloway said. “He did 
not let cultural differences, political 
affiliation or ideology stand in the 
way of his humanity or serving his 
fellow man.”

When the war was over, Chen­
nault wrote in his 1949 memoir 
Way of a Fighter, “It is my fondest 
hope that the sign of the Flying 
Tiger remains aloft just as long as it 
is needed and that it will always be 
remembered on both shores of the 
Pacific as the symbol of two great 
peoples working to war’d a common 
goal in war and peace.”

The legacy of the Flying Tigers 
shows how much the United 
States and China can accomplish 
together over the course of history, 
said US Representative Judy Chu 
of California.

With a new government and 
Cabinet in place in Britain, experts 
anticipate a reset in relations 
between China and the United 
Kingdom, while calling on Down­
ing Street to take a pragmatic and 
realistic approach toward mending 
ties with Beijing.

The UK elected Keir Starmer as 
prime minister last month, ending 
14 years of Conservative rule. The 
Labour government had outlined its 
China policy in its election manifesto 
before the July 4 polls.

“After 14 years of damaging Con­
servative inconsistency over China, 
Labour will bring a long-term and 
strategic approach to managing our 
relations,” the manifesto said.

“We will cooperate where we can, 
compete where we need to, and 
challenge where we must”

Starmer has promised a “full 
audit” of the UK’s relationship with 
China within his first 100 days in 
office. It could take as much as a year 
to carry out the audit, according to

creating a transparent, stable and 
predictable institutional environ­
ment, opening China’s commodity, 
services, capital and labor markets 
wider, shortening the negative list 
for foreign investment, and more.

Xie Yizhe, director of SPX Capital, 
a Brazilian multi-strategy hedge 
fund management firm, who is 
based in London, said he is glad to 
see that China stays committed to 
opening its door wider.

Xie particularly noted that he had 
experienced this welcoming attitude 
during his recent visit to Shanghai 
with his company’s delegation in 
April and encouraged foreign busi­
ness owners to see China firsthand 
during this complex period.

“On-the-ground experience will 
very likely boost confidence,” he said. 

John McLean, chairman of die Chi-

Caught
on camera

Experts in the United Kingdom 
welcomed China’s new policy push for 
pursuing high-standard opening-up 
and called for stronger international 
trade exchanges and cooperation 
amid geopolitical turbulence.

Their comments came after the 
third plenary session of the 20th 
Central Committee of the Commu­
nist Party of China concluded last 
month. The plenum’s resolution 
stated, “Leveraging the strengths of 
China’s enormous market, we will 
enhance our capacity for opening- 
up while expanding international 
cooperation and develop new insti­
tutions for a higher-standard open 
economy^’

Some detailed measures include

hopefully in the White House, as my 
Vice President,” she wrote.

“Though I have not made my deci­
sion yet, it is important to me that 
grassroots supporters - like you - have 
direct updates about the state of the 
race,” she said.

The Democrats will face Republican 
presidential nominee Donald Hump 
and US Senator J.D. Vance, the GOP 
vice-presidential pick, in the Nov 5 
election. Vance also will campaign in 
South Philadelphia on TUesday.

Shapiro, 51, is governor of a state 
whose 19 electoral votes are consid­
ered crucial to win the election. A for­
mer state attorney general, Shapiro

Risking lives for peace
“I was so impressed that so 

many brave young men quit their 
jobs to volunteer to fight with the 
Chinese to protect China from her 
enemies,” Chu told the audience. 
“And they weren’t even an official 
part of the US military because the 
US was not yet at war with Japan, 
but these men were still willing to 
risk their lives for peace.”

The Flying Tigers produced 39 
US aces during their brief combat 
history. The official tally of the 
American Volunteer Group at the 
time was 299 Japanese planes 
destroyed in seven months.

In March 1943, Chennault, then 
a major general, was made the 
commander of the 14th Air Force, 
which was formed out of the China 
Air Task Force.

Granddaughter tells of general’s loyalty 
to Chinese people, celebrates friendship

published in Foreign Affairs in 
April.

The UK must “adopt a more con­
sistent strategy” that would recog­
nize that Beijing “poses a systemic 
challenge for British interests” and 
recognize China’s importance to the 
British economy and the need to 
work until China on matters of global 
concern, Lammy wrote.

Zheng Zeguang, China’s ambassa­
dor to the UK, said it is a critical 
time now for China-UK relations, 
with the emergence of both new 
opportunities and new challenges.

Nell Calloway, the granddaughter of Flying Tigers General Claire 
Lee Chennault, shares her grandfather’s story at a 45th Anniversary 
of US-China Diplomatic Relations forum held in Whittier, 
California, on July 28. rena li / china mily
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Democratic presidential candidate 
Kamala Harris was poised to secure 
her party’s nomination Monday night 
and also has reportedly narrowed her 
search for a wee-presidential running 
mate to two governors.

Harris’ nomination will become offi­
cial after five days of online balloting 
by Democratic National Convention 
delegates concludes on Monday night, 
and the party announces the results, 
The Associated Press reported.

The governors are Josh Shapiro 
of Pennsylvania and Tim Walz of

A cyclist stops to capture the 
breathtaking dawn eruption 
of Mount Etna from the port 
of Ognina in Catania, Italy, on 
Sunday. The latest eruption 
from the Voragine crater sent 
lava fountains soaring 
kilometers high, with ash 
drifting east-northeastward,
affecting villages on the 
mountain's northeastern 
slope. 
FABRIZIO VILLA VIA GETTY IMAGES

Reciprocal gratitude
As the Flying Tigers fought along­

side the Chinese people to resist 
Japanese aggression, the Chinese 
were deeply grateful for their con­
tributions and went to great lengths 
to rescue and protect them.

Hundreds of Flying Tigers were 
saved, at the cost of thousands of 
Chinese soldiers and civilians who 
sacrificed their lives.

“This is a glorious and honorable 
chapter written by the people of our 
two great nations with flesh and 
blood in defending world peace and 
justice,” said Chinese Consul Gener­
al in Los Angeles Guo Shaochun.

In the 1970s, in a demonstration 
of political courage and strategic 
vision, Chinese and US leaders 
made the historic decision to 
reopen exchanges.

In 1972, Nixon visited China, and 
a handshake extended to Premier 
Zhou Enlai crossed the Pacific, end­
ing decades of disengagement. The 
two countries established formal 
diplomatic relations on Jan 1,1979, 
which marked the beginning of a 
new chapter in friendly bilateral 
exchanges.

Over the past 45 years, the China- 
US relationship has forged ahead 
despite twists and turns, growing 
into the most important bilateral 
relationship in the world, Guo said. 

“There are so many lessons we 
may learn from the 45-year history. 
The most important one is that both 
China and the US gain from cooper­
ation and lose from confrontation, 
and working together is our only 
correct choice,” he said. “The broad­
est consensus is that we should 
make the China-US relationship 
work rather than mess it up. The 
only right way to get along is mutual 
respect, peaceful coexistence and 
win-win cooperation.”

This year, efforts have increased 
on both sides to collect and promote 
the stories. Local schools, especially 
the alma maters of Flying Tigers 
veterans, have joined the Flying 
Tigers Friendship School program. 

More US teenagers are visiting 
China to attend Flying Tigers- 
themed summer camps, helping to 
build bridges of mutual under­
standing and friendship between 
China and the US, Guo said. 

“This year marks the 45th anni­
versary of the China-US diplomatic 
relationship. We have every reason 
to carry on the friendship forged by 
the Flying Tigers, promote its spirit 
among the younger generation and 
inject youthful strength into China- 
US relations,” he said.

Cooperation serves both
Speaking at an event organized for 

the British business community on 
July 30, Zheng said 52 years of diplo­
matic relations between the two 
countries have proved that coopera­
tion serves both sides and the world. 

Wang Zikui, an assistant research­
er of UK politics at the Shanghai 
Academy of Social Sciences’ Institute 
of International Relations, told China 
Daily' “A pragmatic and realistic 
approach is expected from the 
Starmer government.” 

Common language
“But we’ve got to bring together 

more of this common language,” he 
said, suggesting thatthe UKbusiness 
community and its Chinese counter­
part can work closely to consolidate 
that voice and further enhance the 
country’s capacity and knowledge of 
today’s China, which is undergoing 
economic transformation.

Although admitting that foreign 
investors might adopt a wait-and-see 
approach because of the global geopo­
litical landscape and economic slow­
down, both experts said there is still 
room for international cooperation.

By SHAO XLNYING
shaorinying@chinadaily.com.cn
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China and the UK can see the pos­
sibility of cooperation on issues that 
do not involve security or sensitive 
topics, Wang said. “Clean energy, 
artificial intelligence and education 
could be areas of shared interest. 
Cultural and people-to-people 
exchanges should be further 
enhanced to bolster ties.”

Noting the “special relationship” 
between the UK and the United 
States, Wang said the former will 
enhance its role as a “knot” in 
strengthening the bond between the 
US and the European Union, and 
will keep close ties with the US and 
the EU while exploring relations 
with China.

“The upcoming US election could 
further complicate Britain’s China 
policy as the UK is a core part of the 
US alliance system,” Wang said. 
“Whoever ascends to the White 
House will align Britain in consisten­
cy with its geostrategic goals.”

Jian of Fudan University said, 
“Global geopolitical shifts, as well as 
the US-UKand EU-UK relations, will 
influence the trajectory of China-UK 
relations.”
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relay gold is a critical morale booster 
for the Chinese swimming program, 
despite coming a bit late.

“This gold medal is of great signifi­
cance to the entire Chinese swimming 
team. At these Olympics, we’ve experi­
enced a lot of challenges, and we’ve 
come a long way. This achievement is 
the most inspiring of all. It showed die 
solidarity of our team,” said Qin, who 
finished 7th in the 100m and foiled to 
qualify for the 200m final in Paris.

“Our goal today was to win the gold 
and break the stranglehold of the US, 
and we’ve done it.”

Showing their mettle
With two more bronzes bagged in 

women’s 50m freestyle by Zhang Yufei 
and in the women’s 4x100m medley 
relay in the final evening session, the 
Chinese swimming team wrapped up 
the nine-day Olympic meet with two 
gold, three silver and seven bronze 
medals to bring home its biggest med­
al haul from the Paris pool, with six 
more than Tokyo and two more than 
its previous best at London 2012.

The distraction from groundless 
accusations of doping leveled by over­
seas media, such as The New York 
Times and German broadcaster ARD, 
targeting Chinese athletes involved in 
a proven food contamination incident 
in 2021, took a heavy toll emotionally 
and psychologically on the nation’s 
pre-Games favorites, including wom­
en’s butterfly star Zhang and men’s 
breaststroke world champion Qin.

Both Zhang and Qin struggled to 
bring their best form in their respective 
specialist events, having had to face a 
higher-than-normal number of doping 
tests prior to, and during, the Games,

J 
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By SUN XIAOCHEN in Paris 
sunxiaochen@chinadaily.com.cn

F

as well as fielding questions from over­
seas media that were both unfair and 
irrelevant to their performances.

“I feel proud of myself, but I am not so 
satisfied that the medals are all bronze 
and silver. I dreamed of a gold medal, 
but, this is sport. At this competition, it 
is not as simple as do your best and you 
get what you want,” said Zhang, after 
clocking 24.20 to win a bronze medal in 
the women’s 50m free on Sunday. “I 
accept this result, and I will never give 
up doing my best in the future.”

“This is my third Olympic Games. 
I’ve had a whole life in swimming, so, 
after Paris, I maybe want to try a differ­
ent experience. Maybe get a boyfriend 
or go to college, possibly go traveling. 
Then, if I still have the passion to come 
back and push for a fourth Olympics in 
2028, I will,” said Zhang, who won

bronze in both the 100m and 200m 
individual butterfly finals.

The 26-year-old has pocketed a total 
of 10 medals at the past two Summer 
Games, giving her biggest collection of 
Olympic metalware of any Chinese 
athlete, across all spoils.

The rise of the younger generation, 
led by women’s 100m breaststroke silver 
medalist Tang Qianting and Pan, has 
helped the veterans rest assured that 
the program’s future is in good hands. 

“I am feeling quite proud of my 
younger teammates, who have shown 
obvious progress at these Games. I am 
not young anymore, but they have 
great potential to keep Chinese swim­
ming competitive in the future,” said 
Xu Jiayu, a three-time Olympian who 
won his second men’s 100m back- 
stroke silver medal in Paris.

Team China’s deep pool of talent 
creates history at the Games

I'Ll1

r

From left: Wang Shun,
Qin Haiyang, Pan Zhanle 
and Xu Jiayu secured two 
golds, two silvers and one 
bronze for the Chinese 
men's swimming team in 
Paris, xinhua. Reuters and afp

Zhang Yufei (left) won six medals (one silver 
and five bronze) and Tang Qianting pocketed 
three (two silver and one bronze) during the

2024 Paris Olympic Games, xinhua
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relay at the Olympics.
With the exception of the 1980 Mos­

cow Games, which the US boycotted, 
Team USA has won every race in the 

ken, three Olympic med- discipline since it was first introduced 
als collected and plenty into the Olympic program in 1960 — 
of respect earned, Chi- until now.

na’s swimming prodigy Pan Zhanle Pan’s scintillating final-leg push — 
celebrated his birthday by taking the the world’s first sub-46 sec 100m split 
Olympic pool by storm, and receiving ever — also surpassed the 46.06 swum 
another golden gift. by Jason Lezak of the US that led the

If there remained any doubts over his American team to gold in the event at 
world-record-breaking performance in Beijing 2008.
the 100m freestyle final, the “human According to World Aquatics rales, 
thruster’; as Pan has been nicknamed only athletes competing in the leadoff 
by Chinese fens, dispelled them all, as leg in a relay are eligible to count offi- 
he helped the Chinese swimming cial world record times, due to the fol­
squad cap its Paris 2024 campaign with lowing legs’ advantage on fester relay 
a resounding victory in the men’s dives compared to the static start in an 
4x100m medley relay on Sunday. individual race.

Putting the Olympic icing on his While the crowd was left stunned by
20 th birthday cake, he eclipsed his own his lighting-fast final leg, Pan, howev-
46.40-second 100m world record with er, wasn’t surprised at all. 
a rapid 45.92 final leg in Sunday’s relay “To crack the 46-second barrier was 
— a slap in the face of his detractors, a goal I set on my birthday a year ago. I 
proving what they claimed was “not am just so happy that I realized it big- 
humanly possible” is well within reach, time — at the Olympics,” said Pan, who

“We won, we are the winners. And if also won a silver medal as a member of 
someone is not so happy about this, China’s runner-up team in the mixed 
just let them be. We will leave proud of 4x100m medley relay.
ourselves,” Pan said after he propelled Adding to the excitement on Sunday
Team China, all the way from third was the resurgence of breaststroke 
place before his final leg, to win the phenom Qin, who swam the field’s
medley relay in 3 min, 27.46 sec to fastest second leg — 57.98 — returning 
rousing applause at the Paris La to his flying pace and keeping the team
Defense Arena. in pole position in the early stages of

Hie United States finished second, the relay.
0.55 seconds behind China, while the As die first swimmer to sweep all 
host France, powered by four-time three breaststroke tides (50m, 100m
gold medalist Leon Marchand, had to and 200m) at the world champion­
settle for bronze, finishing in 3:28.38. ships last year, Qin suffered a disap-

The inspiring win from the quartet pointing individual slump, missing out 
of backstroke specialist Xu Jiayu, on a podium finish in both the 100m 
breaststroke world champion Qin Hai- and 200m in Paris, which he attributed 
yang, butterfly speedster Sun Jiajun to die pressure-cooker atmosphere,
and Pan has ended Team USAs 64-year The current 200m breaststroke
stranglehold on the men’s medley world record holder (2:05.48) said the

v 1 L
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Spikes and troughs
This year’s Summer Games have been a mixed bag for China’s ‘big ball’ teams
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Li Yueru, Team China women's basketball center
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Chagee puts Eastern tea culture in
global spotlight during Paris Olympics
By YUAN SHENGGAO
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one of the three major “big ball” 
sports — basketball (5x5), volleyball 
and soccer — at the Paris Olympics. 

Since the Tokyo Olympics, China 
has straggled.

The Chinese men’s teams in all 
three sports foiled to qualify for 
either Games. In Tokyo, the Chinese 
women’s soccer team didn’t advance 
past the group stage, finishing 10th, 
and didn’t qualify for Paris at all. 

The women’s volleyball team, the

volleyball team, securing its Olym­
pic berth just over a month ago, has 
surged to the top of its group. It 
clinched three consecutive victories, 
confidently, advancing to the quar­
terfinals where it is set to faceTurki- 
ye on Tuesday.

New-age Chinese beverage brand 
Chagee is taking advantage of die 
market opportunity created by the 
ongoing Paris Olympics to expand 
its global presence. Chagee’s Paris 
Tea Bar made its offline flash debut 
in die French capital on July 22, pro­
viding free drinks to local residents, 
tourists and Chinese students, invit­
ing them to sample the product and 
participate in immersive cultural 
activities.

According to on-site staff, nearly 
2,000 customers were served. And

Left: Chinese basketball legend and chairman of the Chinese Basketball Association, Yao Ming, attempts to rally his troops during the
Paris Olympics. Right: Shooting guard Li Meng reacts to another defeat for China’s women’s basketball team, xinhua

present rich Chinese culture to the 
world.

In addition to appearing at the Par­
is Tea Bar, Chagee’s Health Ambassa­
dor Team, consisting of seven world­
class athletes, will visit landmarks in 
Paris to showcase the healtii benefits 
of Eastern tea. Furthermore, Chagee 
has partnered with local food deliv­
ery platfonn, Hungry Panda, to deliv­
er its products.

The Eastern tea craze sweeping 
through Paris marks a new bench­
mark for Chagee’s international 
development. As of now, Chagee has 
opened nearly 5,000 stores, with 
more than 100 located overseas. Lev­
eraging this key opportunity in Paris, 
the company said it will continue to 
promote a healthier, more transpar­
ent and less burdensome modern 
Eastern tea to worldwide consum-

defending champion in Tokyo, fin­
ished a disappointing ninth. The 
women’s basketball team’s fifth­
place finish three years ago was the 
best result among the six teams.

In Paris, the Chinese women’s bas­
ketball team finished ninth, its sec­
ond-worst Olympic result ever, only 
better than its lOth-place finish in Rio 
2016. It has reached the quarterfinals 
six times and the semifinals twice out 
of nine Olympic appearances.

The early exit, perhaps, wasn’t a 
total surprise. In pre-Olympic 
warm-up matches, China had a poor 
record of two wins and 11 losses, 
straggling against strong teams like 
Australia, France and Belgium.

The women’s sport is also grap­
pling with a challenge similar to 
that faced by their male counter­
parts: the domestic league’s low 
intensity is failing to maintain high 
performance levels. The lack of 
competitive drive and resilience 
needed for international play is evi-

Relying on others to shape your 
destiny is not about luck, it signals a 
shortfall in strength. As the curtain 
fell on the women’s basketball group 
stage at the Paris Olympics on Sun­
day night, the Chinese team narrow­
ly missed out on advancing to the 
quarterfinals by a single point, 
bringing its Olympic journey to an 
unexpected halt.

Runner-up at the 2022 Women’s 
Basketball World Cup, Team China 
entered the Olympics with aspira­
tions of a podium finish. However, 
its campaign began with a heart­
breaking 89-90 overtime loss to 
Spain, followed by a whopping 
59-81 defeat to Serbia.

In Olympic women’s basketball, 
teams compete in three groups, 
with the top two from each group, 
and the top two third-placed teams, 
advancing to the quarterfinals.

more than half of them were tourists 
from across the globe. Chagee pro­
jects that number will exceed 10,000 
over the following three weeks.

Chagee’s Paris Tea Bar is located at 
the third-busiest railway station in 
Europe — Gare Saint Lazare — 
where impressionist artist Claude 
Monet once drew inspiration for his 
paintings. The space is primarily 
themed in the iconic blue color of the 
Chagee cup, integrating representa­
tive elements such as tea trees and 
leaves and the Ancient Tea Horse 
Road trade route. In the beverage 
experience area, a visitor was

R

amazed by the taste of the represent­
ative Chagee tea product “BoYa- 
JueXian” for the first time. “This is 
different from any tea I’ve had 
before. The fragrance of jasmine is a 
refreshing taste for summer. This is 
the first time I’ve felt the charm of 
Eastern tea.”

Paris Tea Bar customers can sam­
ple a freshly made brew while 
immersing themselves in a close-up 
experience of Eastern tea culture. 
Chagee will continue to host tea 
gatherings in Paris, organizing activi­
ties such as pitching pots and cuju 
(the Chinese origin of football) to

Driven by the pursuit of a 
healthy diet after the nation’s first 
grading system to evaluate the 
nutritional value of beverages was 
introduced in March, Chinese new- 
age tea brands are providing con­
sumers with healthier choices.

On July 5, homegrown hurdles 
legend Liu Xiang returned to the 
field in a short film, narrating sto­
ries of people of different ages and 
backgrounds striving to live 
healthier lives. Another signifi­
cant role Liu plays is global health 
ambassador for Chinese new-age 
tea brand Chagee. Along with Liu, 
Chagee’s team of health ambassa­
dors consists of world-class ath­
letes Wang Shun, Zheng Qjnwen, 
Jia Yifan, Chen Qingchen, Liu 
Qingyi, and Wang Ruimiao, who 
are introducing modern Eastern 
tea to international consumers at 
the ongoing Paris Olympics.

In February, Chagee took the 
lead in implementing the Nutri- 
Grade system guided by the 
Shanghai Center for Disease Con­
trol and Prevention, becoming 
the first tea beverage brand in the 
country to do so. After a four- 
month trial, Chagee announced 
the Nutri-Grade system will be 
implemented in all of its nearly 
5,000 outlets nationwide.

The system classifies beverages 
based on their content of four key 
ingredients — added sugar, satu­
rated fat, trans fat and non-sugar 
sweeteners. With grades ranging 
from A to D, the recommended

Pl

Clockwise from top: Chagee’s Paris Tea Bar makes its offline flash debut on July 22 at the Gare Saint Lazare. Visitors try out Chagee’s 
representative product “BoYaJueXian". Free tea and a close-up experience of Chinese culture attract a large number of customers. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Some net gains
The impressive performance of 

the volleyball team has kept alive 
China’s hopes of podium success in

A bus with a photo of 
Chagee’s team of 
health ambassadors is 
seen on the Champs- 
Elysees avenue in 
Paris. i

dent in the team’s results.
One potential solution is to gain 

experience by playing in higher-lev­
el leagues abroad. Li Yueru, a stand­
out player for China in Paris, is a 
prime example. Hating left the Chi­
nese league for Turkiye, and then 
the WNBAs Los Angeles Sparks, Li 
lias showcased the benefits of inter- 
national-level competition.

In Paris, she has quickly demon­
strated her enhanced skills, surpas­
sing her previous Olympic averages 
of 7.4 points and 3.2 rebounds per 
game, by scoring 31 points and grab­
bing 15 rebounds in her first match. 

Basketball commentator Su Qun 
recently highlighted on his WeChat 
account that Li’s performance in the 
first game was like that of a female 
Shaquille O’Neal, reflecting her sig­
nificant improvement from playing 
overseas.

“Li once told me she wanted to 
compete in a more challenging envi­
ronment. In domestic leagues, it’s 
mostly national team players facing 
each other,” Su said. “This under­
scores the importance of stepping 
out of one’s comfort zone.”

Li’s international experience 
serves as a model for players in oth­
er major team sports. While moving 
abroad involves adapting to new 
languages and environments, these 
challenges are essential for psycho­
logical and technical growth.

However, it’s a bit of a “catch 22” To 
find such opportunities, a player has 
to be good enough, and to be good 
enough, they need to have a domes­
tic set-up that allows them to excel. 

However, the unique appeal of 
competitive sports lies in overcom­
ing adversity. The stage is always set, 
and while the Chinese women’s bas­
ketball team has experienced suc­
cess, it will not fear the lows. 

Next time, hopefully, the ball will 
be in their court.

Despite a commanding 80-58 victo­
ry over Puerto Rico in its final 
match, China’s fete rested on the 
outcome of matches in other 
groups.

Australia’s triumph over France 
secured it best third-placed spot, 
with two wins and one loss. Mean­
while, Belgium’s resounding 
27-point victory over Japan in its 
final group game edged it slightly 
ahead of China on net points, clinch­
ing the final quarterfinal berth — 
and signaling the end of China’s bid 
for Olympic glory.

“We stood on the brink, knowing 
a single defeat could end it all. We 
fought with determination, treating 
each game as if it were our last,” said 
Team China center Li Yueru after 
the win over Puerto Rico. Indeed, 
this match was China’s last at the 
Paris Games.

In stark contrast to the disap­
pointment of China’s women’s bas­
ketball team, the Chinese women’s

ByLIYJNGXUE
Uyingxue@chinadaily.com.cn

Superstars leading charge 
to healthier drink choices

We stood on the brink, knowing a single 
defeat could end it all. We fought with 

determination, treating each game as if it 
were our last.”

level decreases if the drink con­
tains higher amounts of sugar, 
saturated fot and other unhealthy 
additives. Following official gui­
dance standards, nearly 70 per­
cent of the products previously 
sold in Shanghai stores by Chagee 
have received an A or B grade rat­
ing.

Currently, the ordering page of 
the Chagee WeChat app indicates 
values such as calorie content and 
glycemic index — a measure of 
how fast a food is converted to 
sugar in the blood. The nutrition 
calculator on the app can help 
consumers check the specific 
ingredient information of each 
drink, guiding them to choose 
beverages that are most suitable. 

In the development process of 
new-age tea beverages, the vision 
of healtii is both a profound 
insight into the real needs of con­
sumers and a way for brands to 
gradually establish a connection 
with their customers to create a 
sense of belonging in a healthy 
lifestyle. To allow consumers to 
perceive the charm of the global 
sport events at a glance, Chagee 
has incorporated elements of 
swimming, tennis, badminton, 
and breakdancing into the visual 
symbols of tea mountains, tea 
leaves, and gardenia flowers that 
the brand has long been associat­
ed with. Based on those elements 
and design, Chagee is launching 
limited-edition refrigerator stick­
ers in some 5,000 stores nation­
wide, integrating Eastern tea 
culture into the spirit of sports.

?

Li Yingying has been 
pivotal in securing wins 
for the Chinese women’s 

volleyball team. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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will continue to improve,” said 
Huang.

Tieren Sports exported various 
fitness equipment worth 173 mil­
lion yuan to foreign markets such 
as Belgium, Spain and Colombia in 
the first half, up 43.1 percent year- 
on-year.

Jiang Yiyi, deputy dean of the 
sports, leisure and tourism school 
at Beijing Sport University, said 
that apart from sports-related mer­
chandise, many Chinese manufac­
turers have enjoyed the benefits of 
the “Olympic dividend”.

The Paris Olympics have signifi­
cantly boosted local demand for 
items such as refrigerators, wash­
ing machines and various daily 
necessities, catering to both partic­
ipants and spectators, said Jiang.

Thanks to their complementary 
trade structure and enhanced 
Sino-French business ties, China’s 
exports to France grew 3.5 percent 
year-on-year to 150.48 billion yuan 
in the first six months, said the 
General Administration of Cus­

Products related to cybersecurity are on display during an expo in 
Shanghai, provided to china daily

sporting goods, surge 11.5 percent 
year-on-year to 38.85 billion yuan 
over the period, said Guangzhou 
Customs.

In a workshop owned by Heyuan 
OT Composite Co in Heyuan, 
Guangdong, workers are busy 
packing and sealing finely crafted 
badminton rackets. These rackets 
will soon be shipped to markets in 
the European Union, the United 
States and Brazil.

“Our orders from European 
countries have jumped this year, 
with orders from France seeing 
substantial growth. Our produc­
tion schedule is already fully 
booked for die entire year,” said 
Huang Yuwen, the company’s vice- 
president.

Huang said the firm’s exports to 
France exceeded 35 million yuan in 
die first half, representing a 40 per­
cent year-on-year growth. The 
company’s exports to France are 
expected to exceed 65 million yuan 
for the entire year.

“Thanks to the increased entiiu- 
siasm in the global sports markets, 
our exports have seen notable 
growth this year,” said Huang 
Huang, vice-president of Nantong 
Tieren Sports Goods Co, a fitness 
equipment manufacturer located 
in Nantong, East China’s Jiangsu 
province.

“We anticipate tiiat during and 
after the Paris Olympics, fitness 
enthusiasm among sports fans 
worldwide will also be spurred, 
and sales prospects of our products 

1- ■-

die previous week shook the global 
capital market on Monday. Japan’s 
Nikkei 225 plunged 12.4 percent to 
report the biggest single-day slide 
in 34 years. FTSE 100 and Stoxx 
600, major benchmarks in Europe, 
both shed over 2 percent when 
market opened on Monday.

Changes have been taking shape 
in the external market to favor die 
RMB since July, said Li Liuyang, a 
forex analyst at investment bank 
China International Capital Corp. 
As US inflation cools, market expec­
tations for the US Fed to cut interest 
rates in September have risen. As a 
result, US bond yields and die US 
dollar index have fallen, providing 
support for the RMB’s exchange rate 
to some extent, Li said.

Zhong Zhengsheng, chief econo­
mist at Ping An Securities, said that 
die RMB’s value for carry trade has 
been quite noticeable this year 
thanks to its lower volatility, push­
ing up the Chinese currency’s value 
to some extent.

Carry trades refer to borrowing at 
low interest rates to invest in an asset 
tiiat provides a higher nite of return. 

Meanwhile, a number of policies 
to stabilize economic growth and 
die RMB’s value have boosted con­
fidence in the foreign exchange 
market, said Zhong.

The People’s Bank of China, die 
country’s central bank, announced a 
reduction in the reverse repo rate 
and the medium-term lending facili­
ty rate late last month. State-owned 
banks have also collectively lowered 
their deposit rates.

The National Development and 
Reform Commission arranged

•’

The increasing integration of arti­
ficial intelligence into various sec­
tors has significantly influenced the 
domain of cybersecurity, and as dig­
ital threats become more sophisti­
cated, the traditional approaches to 
cybersecurity are proving inade­
quate, thereby necessitating the 
adoption of AI-enhanced solutions, 
officials and experts said.

The comments came after the 
cybersecurity industry in China saw 
substantial growth, with its market 
size reaching about 220 billion yuan 
($30.8 billion) in 2023 and the num­
ber of listed companies in die sector 
increasing to 28, according to the Min­
istry of Industry and Information 
Technology.

Sui Jing, director of the cybersecuri­
ty administration of the MUT, said die 
integration of Al with security meas­
ures will spur the development of new 
technologies, products and models 
within the cybersecurity space.

This synergy is expected to lead to 
the intensive development of high- 
end and intelligent security products, 
ultimately enhancing the capability to 
safeguard against cyber threats, Sui 
said. The ministry, she said, will 
increase efforts to encourage compa­
nies to develop crucial technologies 
for AI-enhanced security especially in 
areas such as industrial internet and 
autonomous driving.

Wu Hequan, an academician of 
the Chinese Academy of Engineer­
ing, highlighted the importance of 
collaborative efforts between Al 
providers and industries to develop 
industry-specific Al large language 
models or LLMs.

LLMs are Al models fed with huge 
amounts of text data for use in a 
variety of tasks, ranging from natu­
ral language processing to machine 
translation. It is the key technology 
underpinning OpenAI’s ChatGPT, 
which has taken the world by storm 
since late 2022.

Such collaborations can widen 
access to advanced Al capabilities, 
particularly for small and medium­
sized enterprises, enabling them to 
effectively implement Al-driven 
security measures, Wu said.

The integration of Al into cyber­
security is not just a technological 
advancement but a necessity in the 
face of evolving cyber threats. As Al 
continues to redefine content pro­
duction and consumption, its role in
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The renminbi has rebounded 
moderately since late July, thanks to 
a slight improvement in the external 
environment and rising market con­
fidence boosted by a number of eco­
nomic stimulus measures, and this 
trend is likely to extend into the fol­
lowing months, experts said.

The onshore USD/CNY briefly 
touched 7.115 in morning trade on 
Monday, the highest level in a month. 

This followed die Chinese cur­
rency’s 296-basis-point rally in the 
onshore market to close at 7215 
against the dollar on Friday. The 
offshore RMB, meanwhile, spiked 
859 basis points to end at 7.1658 per 
dollar the same day.

Data from market tracker Wind 
Info showed that die onshore USD/ 
CNY pair has risen 0.84 percent 
from July 25 to Friday, while the 
offshore RMB has gained 1.7 per­
cent during the same period.

Botii indicators are now almost 
at the same level as at the begin­
ning of the year.

The slide of the US dollar, which 
shed 1.22 percent on Monday, has 
been one major reason for the 
stronger performance of the ren­
minbi, or Chinese yuan.

Recent weak US economic data, 
combined with a likely interest rate 
reduction by the US Federal 
Reserve, have provided more flexi­
bility for China’s monetary policies, 
experts from AVIC Securities said. 

The lower-than-expected US 
economic data and die volatile per­
formance of the US markets during

Hl tea trade volume up; 
imports reach $72m
The foreign trade volume of tea on 
the Chinese mainland reached
196.400 metric tons during the 
first half of this year, up 2.21 per­
cent year-on-year, according to the 
Tea Industry Committee of China 
Association for the Promotion of 
International Agricultural Cooper­
ation. During the period, China’s 
import volume of tea reached
24.400 tons, up 41.5 percent year- 
on-year, while the import value of 
tea reached $72 million, up 10 per­
cent year-on-year.

Reverse repos add 
$94m to liquidity 
The People’s Bank of China, the 
country’s central bank, conducted 
670 million yuan ($94 million) of 
seven-day reverse repos at an inter­
est rate of 1.7 percent on Monday. 
The move aims to keep liquidity rea­
sonable and ample in the banking 
system. A reverse repo is a process in 
which the central bank purchases 
securities from commercial banks 
through bidding, with an agreement 
to sell them back in the future.

Overseas buyers seen at the sporting goods section at Yiwu International Trade City in Yiwu, 
Zhejiang province, shi bufa / for china daily

cybersecurity becomes increasingly 
critical, Wu said.

Zhou Hongyi, founder' and chair­
man of 360 Security Group, empha­
sized the critical role of Al in 
addressing the limitations of tradi­
tional cybersecurity methods.

Al’s superior data processing capa­
bilities and its ability to quickly 
respond to incidents and trace securi­
ty breaches are pivotal in managing 
the vast amounts of data involved in 
cybersecurity operations, Zhou said. 

He underscored the need for 
Al-driven solutions to stay ahead of 
malicious actors who are increas­
ingly leveraging Al to develop 
sophisticated attack tools.

Al-assisted crimes have been ris­
ing. For instance, in February, Hong 
Kong police revealed a fraud case 
where individuals used Al deepfake 
technology. The perpetrators imper­
sonated a multinational company’s 
chief financial officer during a video 
conference, convincing a Hong 
Kong-based employee to transfer 
HK$200 million ($30.9 million). 
The fraud was only uncovered when 
the employee verified the request 
witii the headquarters.

This incident highlights the dual­
edged nature of Al in cybersecurity. 
While Al can greatly enhance defense 
mechanisms, it also equips adversa­
ries with powerful tools to execute 
more convincing and sophisticated 
attacks. This dichotomy necessitates 
a robust Al-centric approach to 
cybersecurity that can both counter­
act AI-enhanced tiireats and leverage 
Al’s capabilities to strengthen defens­
es, experts said.

In response to these challenges, 
companies like 360 Security Group 
are heavily investing in the develop­
ment of Al-driven cybersecurity 
models. Zhou said the 360 Security 
Model includes six specialized sub­
models focusing on various aspects 
of cybersecurity, such as attack 
detection, operational manage­
ment, traceability, knowledge man­
agement, data protection, code 
security and vulnerability analysis. 

This comprehensive approach 
ensures tiiat different facets of 
cybersecurity are addressed using 
tailored Al solutions, Zhou said.

Moreover, to make these advanced 
security models accessible, 360 Secu­
rity Group has announced that its 
security model will be available for 
free to customers purchasing its stan­
dard products, with existing custom­
ers receiving free upgrades.
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about 300 billion yuan ($42 bil­
lion) of ultra-long-term special gov­
ernment bonds to support large- 
scale equipment upgrades and 
trade-in of consumer goods.

These are strong signals that will 
further stabilize growth, which is cru­
cial to a stable RMB, Zhong added.

In a work meeting held on 
Thursday, the PBOC said efforts 
will be made to firmly guard 
against the risk of over-adjustment 
in foreign exchange rates.

The State Administration of For­
eign Exchange also said on the 
same day that it will step up efforts 
to stabilize market expectations 
and foreign exchange market per­
formance.

Zhong said the CNH Hibor, the 
reference rate for RMB lending 
between banks in Hong Kong, rose 
to an average level of 3.3 percent in 
July, up from less than 2 percent a 
month earlier.

Given the RMB’s ample liquidity 
in the offshore market, the cost of 
shorting RMB has risen, helping to 
effectively control the currency’s 
depreciation, he said.

JPMorgan China’s Chief Econo­
mist Zhu Haibin said a countiy 
that undergoes high inflation will 
face higher currency depreciation 
pressure. However, China does not 
fall into that bracket as its inflation 
rate has kept low, he said.

Wen Bin, chief economist of 
China Minsheng Bank, said over­
seas investors’ willingness to be 
exposed to RMB assets lias been 
increasing. The appeal of RMB 
assets will further go up once the 
Fed starts to lower interest rates.
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While athletes from around the 
world sport numerous medals at 
the ongoing Paris 2024 Summer 
Olympics, Chinese manufacturers 
are also emerging victorious, with 
a surge in sporting goods orders 
boosting sales revenue and 
enhancing companies’ brand rec­
ognition.

This trend, noted by exporters 
and market analysts on Monday, 
underscores the global reach and 
impact of the Olympics beyond 
sports alone.

As foreign consumers increas­
ingly focus on fitness and sports- 
related goods and services, 
alongside the excitement of global 
sporting events, these factors will 
continue to drive China’s exports of 
sportswear and sporting goods 
around the world this year, said Liu 
Ying, a researcher at the Chong- 
yang Institute for Financial Studies 
of Renmin University of China.

In the first half, East China’s 
Shandong province exported 
sporting goods worth 6.46 billion 
yuan ($907million), representing a 
year-on-year increase of 24.3 per­
cent. The province’s exports in this 
category to France alone amounted 
to 62.27 million yuan, marking a 
44.6 percent increase on a yearly 
basis, Qingdao Customs said.

South China’s Guangdong prov­
ince also saw its exports to France, 
including industrial products and
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Experts advocate new solutions as 
digital threats turn more sophisticated -:

Lei Jun, chief executive officer 
of Xiaomi Corp, has made a 
comeback into the Top 10 Forbes 
China Best CEO list 2024, riding 
the company’s successful foray 
into electric vehicles.

Lei joined other prominent 
Chinese corporate executives 
such as Chen Lei and Zhao Jiaz- 
hen, both Pinduoduo CEOs, 
Zeng Yuqun, CEO of EV battery 
maker Contemporary Amperex 
Technology Ltd, Wang Chuanfu, 
CEO of carmaker BYD, and 
Zhong Shanshan, CEO of bottled 
water company Nongfu Spring, 
on the list.

All the 10 companies con­
cerned saw an average stock 
price increase of 47 percent and 
a net profit growth rate of 170 
percent during the performance 
evaluation period.

Lei steered Xiaomi, a global 
major in smartphones, into 
EVs with the launch of the SU7. 
This move redefined the com­
pany’s market strategy, said 
Forbes.

The SU7, which was unveiled 
in December and launched in 
late March, made a spectacular 
market debut, with 88,898 units 
sold within the first 24 hours, 
largely driven by Lei’s adept use 
of livestreaming for sales, the 
list said.

Founded in 2010, Xiaomi 
quickly rose to China’s smart­
phone market leader with its 
competitive pricing strategy. 
Lei’s personal marketing 
approach, positioning himself 
as a relatable tech enthusiast, 
has resonated with consumers 
in China, observers said.

In 2020, Lei launched his 
personal account on short vid­
eo social media platforms such 
as WeChat and Douyin. This 
has bolstered his influence. 
His Douyin account is followed 
by 28.8 million people.

In April this year, when Lei 
delivered the SU7 to its first 
customer in Beijing, what 
impressed social media users 
was the billionaire CEO hum­
bly opening the car door to the 
new owner.

The ensuing online buzz 
quickly translated into sales, 
auto industry insiders said.

In the first quarter of this 
year, Xiaomi’s revenue was 75.5 
billion yuan ($10.59 billion), up 
27 percent year-on-year, which 
generated a net profit of 6.5 bil­
lion yuan, up 101 percent year- 
on-year.

Xiaomi data showed 7,058 
vehicles were delivered in April 
alone; and 8,630 more vehicles 
reached consumers in May, and 
more than 10,000 vehicles in 
June. Xiaomi is expected to 
reach its 2024 target of 120,000 
vehicles by early November, 
said Lei.

His innovative use of person­
al branding in the company’s 
marketing push has set a new 
standard, observers said. “His 
livestreaming events and social 
media interactions have not 
only driven sales but created 
strong emotional connections 
witii consumers,” said Jason Yu, 
general manager of Kantar 
Worldpanel China.

This strategy of anchoring 
content marketing in Lei’s 
unique personality highlights 
the irreplaceable value of a 
founder’s personal brand equi­
ty in corporate marketing, said 
Yu.

A related instance is that of 
Zhou Hongyi, founder and 
chairman of Chinese internet 
enterprise 360 Security 
Group. He gained popularity 
at the Beijing Auto Show in 
April with his interactions 
with Chinese domestic EV 
users. He later urged every 
CEO to develop his/her own 
personal brand for better mar­
keting.

toms.
In addition to passenger aircraft, 

water treatment equipment, chem­
icals and pharmaceuticals, France’s 
exports to China also feature fash­
ion, agricultural and energy infra- 
structure-related products.

China mainly exports construc­
tion machinery, buses, manufac­
turing equipment, steel, 
electronics, textiles, garments and 
household appliances to the Euro­
pean countiy.
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BUSINESSFOCUS
CHINA UP-CLOSE

Chinese electric buses zoom into Paris, world
EV industry offering affordable, high-quality capacity, contributing significantly to global green growth
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Above: A brand-new pure electric double-decker sightseeing bus developed by Chinese automaker Anhui Ankai Automobile Co is seen 
operating in Paris last month. Below: A technical staff member (left) from Ankai introduces the company's electric models at its factory in 
Hefei, Anhui province, in July, photos provided to china daily

Beaming with confidence and a 

sense of accomplishment!

Contact the writers at
chengyu@ chinadaily.com .cn

Three cheers for China and 

Anhui!

Safe and sure journey, seeing such 

a bus pass through the Arc de

Triomphe, this reporter nailed it!

organized a technology team com­
posed of professors and PhDs to col­
laborate with me,” Wang said.

Among the alumni that HUT is 
most proud of, many entrepreneurs 
have become leaders in China’s new 
energy and NEV industries.

For example, there are Yin 
Tongyue, chairman of Chery Auto­
mobile; Li Zhen, chairman of NEV 
battery maker Gotion; and Cao 
Renxian, chairman of new 
energy power equipment maker 
Sungrow Power Supply.

By jointly increasing R&D invest­
ments, Wang’s firm and die institute 
have rapidly made breakthroughs in 
wireless charging technology and 
industrialization, accumulating a 
series of high-tech product reserves 
that have enabled the company to 
develop quickly.

“The future regional industrial 
competition is not only at the lev­
el of the industrial chain, but 
more about the competition of 
industrial ecology,” said Ren Lin- 
jie, executive secretary-general of 
the strategic advisory committee 
for Anhui’s NEV industry cluster.

The new energy vehicle industry 
in Hefei, capital of East China’s 
Anhui province, has shown signifi­
cant growth, according to recently 
released data on its economic per­
formance in the first half.

Hefei produced 515,000 NEVs in 
the first half, ayear-on-year increase 
of 67.3 percent, while total automo­
bile production in the province sur­
passed 1.5 million, a year-on-year 
increase of 46.7 percent, accounting 
for 10.8 percent of the national total. 

Currently, Hefei is home to a num­
ber of leading companies in the NEV 
sector, such as JAC Motors, BYD, 
NIO, Volkswagen Anhui, Chang’an 
and Ankai, along with over 500 
upstream and downstream industry 
chain enterprises.

The local support ratio for NEVs 
in Hefei has reached 35 percent, 
with the industry attracting over 
100,000 talented people, according 
to the local government.

The Hefei government has set an 
ambitious target to grow the sector.

. « I ii

Experts said that in order to con­
solidate the advantages already 
made in the early stage of the new 
energy' transformation, the prov­
ince and tiie city must seize the 
opportunities from rapid evolution 
of intelligently connected technolo­
gies and accelerate the industrial 
footprint to gain a favorable posi­
tion in the new sector.

In early June, the Hefei Public 
Transport Group opened a distinc­
tive bus route along an avenue in the 
urban Baohe district, equipped with 
unmanned buses and roadside 
smart devices, featuring Level-3 or 
above advanced autonomous driv­
ing and intelligent networked inter­
action functions.

On July 3, the Ministry of Indus­
try and Information Technology 
included Hefei in a list of 20 pilot cit­
ies for the integrated application of 
intelligently connected vehicles.

Prior to this, Hefei had already 
been designated by multiple minis­
tries as a pilot city for the coordinat­
ed development of smart city 
infrastructure and intelligently con­
nected vehicles by the end of 2021.
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By ZHU LIXIN in Hefei 
zhulixin@chinadaity.com.cn

tion amid a booming NEV sector, 
Chinese electric buses are zoom­
ing into the global market.

Yutong Bus Co, the largest e-bus 
manufacturer in the coun­
try, appears to be a surprise win­
ner in the competitive EV market, 
thanks to its growth momentum in 
both the domestic and overseas 
markets.

Its stock price has more than 
doubled this year, making it the 
biggest gainer on the MSCI China 
Index. The most bullish analyst 
sees it rising another 15 percent 
within the next year.

Ma Jiabo, regional manager of 
the Europe division of Yutong Bus, 
said the company has pioneered 
the development of battery elec­
tric buses since 1997 and had sold 
over 180,000 such vehicles world­
wide till the end of last year. This 
has not only advanced transport 
solutions, but also contributed sig­
nificantly to economic and social 
welfare.

The company sold 36,518 units 
in 2023 alone, up 20.93 percent 
from the previous year.

In terms of global expansion, 
Yutong delivered 800 buses to 
Uzbekistan, 214 electric buses to 
Chile, 250 electric buses to Greece, 
and 126 new energy buses to 
Denmark.

In Kazakhstan, the Yutong E12 
electric bus, which has been in 
operation for three years and has 
traveled more than 200,000 kilo­
meters, is still able to travel an 
extreme range of 320 km from ful­
ly charged to zero, with virtually 
no degradation in range.

The cumulative mileage of the 
EVs it has sold has exceeded 37.8 
billion kilometers, which reduces 
carbon emissions equivalent to 
planting 120,000 hectares of for­
est, highlighting Yutong’s signifi­
cant contribution to the global 
fight against climate change.

Wei Wei, an assistant professor 
at the Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology (Guang­
zhou), said that EVs have been 
playing a key role in ensuring 
energy security and achieving the 
country’s dual-carbon goals. 

“China’s NEV industry has been 
continuously offering affordable, 
high-quality capacity, which will 
make a significant contribution to 
global green development,” she 
said.

“China lias really been at the fore­
front of success in conversion of all 
vehicles to electric vehicles, espe­
cially buses,” said Heather Thomp­
son, CEO of the Institute for 
Transportation and Development 
Policy, a nonprofit organization 
focusing on sustainable transport 
solutions, in an interview with the 
BBC.

The development plan for the NEV 
industry in Hefei during the 14th 
Five-Year Plan period (2021-25) 
shows that by 2025, the scale of the 
city’s NEV industry will exceed 700 
billion yuan ($98 billion).

Wang Ya, founder and president 
of Kuai EDian, a Hefei-based manu­
facturer of NEV charging facil ities, 
said the company has seen market 
orders for such facilities increase 
rapidly over the past few years.

He said the company’s sustained 
development has been partly due to 
Hefei’s complete industrial chain 
and strong talent pool.

Wang, who established the compa­
ny in 2020, said the company’s growth 
is inseparable from that of Hefei Uni­
versity of Technology.

Wang used to encounter techno­
logical bottlenecks and sought help 
frequently. Eventually, he turned to 
the university’s Intelligent Manufac­
turing Technology Research 
Institute.

“They patiently listened to my 
description of market resources, 
business models, and technological 
needs. T\vo days later, the institute

ministries, China will speed up the 
full electrification of vehicles used 
in public transportation between 
2023 and 2025, and the building of 
a charging and swapping infra­
structure system that is “moder­
ately advanced, well-balanced, 
intelligent and efficient”.

China’s exports have seen a 
marked shift, with the “old three” 
— household appliances, furniture 
and clothing — giving way to the 
high-tech “new three” — EVs, lithi­
um-ion batteries and solar cells, 
economist Yu Xiangrong said in a 
research note by Citigroup. 

“The shifting export drivers 
demonstrate progress in China’s 

industrial upgrading. China 
has clearly risen up the 
value chain and remains 
competitive amid a 
reconfiguration of the 
global supply chain,” 
said Yu, who led the 
research team.

“This ability to manu­
facture a range of prod­
ucts from low-value 
consumer goods to 
high-tech innovative 
products provides 
resilience for China’s 
exports, and continu­
ing upgrades to 
manufacturing 
capabilities, R&D 
investment and 
emphasis on cost 
controls should 
help sustain its 
competitiveness in 
trade.”

As the country 
accelerates its 
steps to promote 
green transforma-

Western countries about China’s 
so-called overcapacity, including 
skeptics who have argued that Chi­
na exports NEVs because the 
domestic market is saturated, 
Ankai’s words prove that for many 
Chinese companies, going abroad 
has been a proactive move.

Gerry Price, executive vice-pres­
ident of group fleet planning at Big 
Bus Tours, said the firm 
has been pleased to take 
a large delivery of such 
buses to Paris, based 
on a 17-year partner­
ship deal with Ankai. 

“We’ve had nearly 200 
vehicles from Ankai that 
make up a large propor­
tion of our operational 
fleet globally. These 
vehicles (EVs) are 
another part of adding 
to what we have. And 
it’s another part of our 
long-term friendship,” Price 
said. “We rely on very, very 
good suppliers and Ankai 
is one of the strongest 
that we have.”

Ankai’s buses are 
already a familiar sight 
in over 100 countries and 
regions, with over 10,000 
buses in Saudi Arabia alone. 

China has set ambitious 
targets for the expansion 
of electric buses and 
public transportation. It 
aims to increase the share 
of EVs in the public trans­
portation system to 80 percent 
in key areas, including bus and taxi 
services, by 2025.

According to a pilot plan of the 
Ministry of Industry and Informa­
tion Technology and seven other

By CHENG YU and 

ZHU LIXIN in Hefei

El’S®

A fleet of Chinese-made pure 
electric double-decker buses glide 
along the Seine River, zipping 
through the Arc de Triomphe and 
pulling up in front of the Eiffel 
Tower, making frequent 
announcements — “Dear passen­
gers, welcome to Paris!” — in eight 
languages.

In fact, sports fans, coaches, 
members of visiting delegations, 
officials and others are using these 
pure electric vehicles to visit major 
tourist spots in Paris, venue of the 
2024 Summer Olympics, which 
has been unprecedented in terms 
of its “green” quotient.

As the EVs offer pollution-free, 
experience-rich rides for just 40 
euros ($43), many tourists are 
eagerly waiting to hop on to these 
buses for sightseeing tours.

Developed independently by 
Chinese automaker Anhui Ankai 
Automobile Co Ltd, this is the 
world’s first pure electric double- 
decker open-top sightseeing bus. 
It joins other Chinese new energy 
vehicles that are making the Olym­
pic venues environmentally 
friendly.

Between the Olympic Village 
and the sports training centers, 
there are K9 electric buses from 
BYD, the first time that the leading 
Chinese EV manufacturer has pro­
vided electric buses for the 
Olympics.

These specially customized elec­
tric buses have a range of over 400 
kilometers each and use advanced 
pure electric drive technology.

In addition to the electric bus­
es, BYD has also prepared hun­
dreds of autonomous vehicles for 
transportation within the Olym­
pic Village. Such self-driving vehi­
cles are equipped with top-notch 
sensors and Al systems, and boast 
functions such as autonomous 
driving, obstacle avoidance and 
parking.

Amid a global green transforma­
tion, Chinese new energy buses 
are foraying into the global 
market.

Wang Lian, general manager of 
Asia Pacific of Ankai, said: “Ankai, 
in fact, developed such an electric 
bus by itself and tailored it for the 
overseas market a decade ago.” 

“In other words, we have target­
ed it especially for the overseas 
market. After years of research 
and development, such a pure 
electric bus has met over 100 strin­
gent standards of the European 
Union,” she said.

According to Wang, the compa­
ny brought the prototype of the 
bus, or a sample bus, to an auto 
show in Belgium after a one- 
month journey in 2017.

To its surprise, the sample bus 
was snapped up by eager Europe­
an consumers almost immediately 
at its original price, and hit the 
streets in no time, she said. 

“This fully demonstrated the 
cost performance and competitive­
ness of Chinese new energy buses 
to the global market,” Wang said. 

Amid accusations from some

Hefei emerges as key 
hub for NEV production

Workers operate an assembly line of seats for new energy vehicles
in Hefei, Anhui province, in July, ruan xuefeng / for china daily

Pride of Hefei, taking Paris by 

storm, dazzling the world!
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f one is to take the words of the Philippine Defense Minister at face value, his coun­
try is not provoking China. But if that is the case, Manila must be either too politi­
cally naive or shortsighted to appreciate its actions cannot be perceived by Beijing 
as anything else.

In fact, Manila is well aware that it is making Beijing’s hackles rise, since that is its 
intent. It seeks to force Beijing to forcefully respond to its actions so that it can portray 
China as aggressively asserting its territorial claims in the South China Sea.

But what is happening at Xianbin Reef shows that shoe is actually on Manila’s foot. It is 
Manila that has been taking advantage of Beijing’s goodwill and restraint to repeat the 
trick it has played at Ren’ai Reef.

According to the China Coast Guard, since Saturday patrol boats from the Philippine 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Bureau and multiple other fishing boats have gathered in 
the waters near a Philippine ship that was illegally stranded on China’s Xianbin Reef. The 
move marks the latest escalation of tensions at the reef, for which Manila bears the sole 
responsibility. The Philippine ship was illegally grounded on the reef in April, and since 
then Manila has sent other ships to transfer personnel and supplies to the vessel in order to 
fortify its illegal action. Given that China has indisputable sovereignty over the Nansha 
Islands, including Xianbin Reef, Manila’s moves seriously infringe upon China’s sovereign­
ty and cannot be viewed as anything but a provocation.

The ongoing farce at Xianbin Reef bears every emblem of Manila playing the same trick 
that it has played at China’s Ren’ai Reef, where it deliberately grounded a World War II-era 
warship in 1999, opening the door to its illegal occupation of the Chinese reef till this day. 

Coveting China’s maritime territory, Manila has also violated the Declaration on the 
Conduct of the Parties in the South China Sea, particularly Article 5. Its repeated affronts 
in the South China Sea leave Beijing with no other choice but to strongly condemn and 
respond to Manila’s actions.

The latest fracas at Xianbin Reef happened just a few days after China agreed to allow 
the Philippines to send life support supplies to the personnel aboard the ship grounded 
on Ren’ai Reef following a provisional arrangement reached during a series of consulta­
tions held last month between Beijing and Manila on managing the situation at Ren’ai 
Reef and working for a de-escalation of tensions in the South China Sea. By making waves 
at Xianbin Reef in the wake of this agreement, Manila has squandered the last remaining 
respect China had for it, since it has shown that give it an inch, it will take a mile.

Both reefs are Chinese territory, and China will not allow a similar scenario to that at 
Ren’ai Reef to be repeated at Xianbin Reef. Manila had better abandon any illusions it 
may harbor that it can repeat this trick by duplicitously wringing its hands in mock con­
sternation that it should be perceived as acting provocatively.

It is the encouragement Manila has received from countries outside the region, especial­
ly that of the United States, that has emboldened it to stoke tensions in the South China 
Sea. Last week, US and Philippine warships conducted a joint maritime patrol near a dis­
puted South China Sea with the obvious intention of sending China a message.

The joint patrol followed swiftly on the heels of Washington’s latest pledge to provide 
$500 million in military aid to Manila. With such an incentive, it is little wonder Manila 
is willing to act as a pawn of the US, trying to rile China so as to put it on the back foot. 

Yet the collusion of Manila and Washington is only servingto strengthen China’s resolve to 
safeguard everyinchofits territory and appropriately respond to anyprovocative moves that 
infringe on China’s sovereignty, territorial integrity, and maritime rights and interests. Chi­
na’s law enforcement authorities have already stepped up their operations at Xianbin Reef.

Since the start of the flood season this 
year, many places in China have been 
repeatedly hit by heavy rainfall. The 
Yangtze River basin, in particular, has 
been under growing pressure to prevent 
floods, dike breaches and waterlogging. 

The central authorities have issued a 
directive requiring greater efforts to 
strengthen the country’s grassroots 
emergency response, and constantly 
improve the comprehensive disaster 
reduction capacity in the region. 

The grassroots government is like the 
“first line of defense” and bears great 
responsibilities for dealing with sudden 
calamities. If it detects an impending dis­
aster early and issues early warnings, it 
can win precious time to minimize the 
loss of lives and property. It is thus imper­
ative to temper the capabilities of disaster 
prevention and reduction at the grass­
roots level.

After warning Tencent to remove 
WeChat links through which mini-game 
developers get paid using channels that 
are beyond Apple’s control, Apple has 
reportedly once again pressured Tencent 
and TikTok developer ByteDance, threat­
ening to stall essential updates for the 
apps on Apple Store.

Apple deducts a certain percentage of 
money paid by users to developers of all 
smartphone apps installed through 
Apple Store. It varies in different coun­
tries and regions and could be as high as 
30 percent of the fee on the Chinese 
mainland.

Following an update to Apple’s clauses 
in 2017, anyone who likes an article on a

WeChat official account and clicks to pay 
the author is required to pay via Apple 
Pay and be charged. However, many 
users choose other channels, such as Ali- 
pay or WeChat Pay to bypass the “Apple 
tax”. And that is why Apple is pressuring 
Tencent and ByteDance to close these 
alternative payment channels so that the 
“Apple tax” cannot be avoided.

On Aug 1, Apple filed a motion with the 
US Department of Justice, which had 
sued it for monopolizing the smartphone 
market, to say its operating system com­
manded a market share of around 65 
percent, lower than the 95 percent 
Microsoft once commanded. Different 
laws might define monopoly differently,

defend her Olympic title.
Sun, who is known for her comprehen­

sive skills, steady performances, strong 
will to wan and humility, has made 
remarkable progress over the past three 
years — between the finals in Tokyo and 
Paris, she defeated Chen nine times and 
lost twice — during which time she has 
gained a large number of fans at home 
and abroad.

Reportedly, it was Sun’s fans that were 
not only behind the large-scale stigmatiz­
ing on the internet targeting Chen but also 
booed tiie latter' when she stepped on the 
podium to receive the gold medal, when 
most member's of the Chinese table tennis 
team at the stadium were caught by the 
camera in a studied collective silence. 

On Sunday, Sina Weibo, a Chinese 
microblog platform, had to act to clean 
up more than 12,000 comments and ban 
more than 300 accounts that it deemed 
violated its rules. Whether the dust of the 
storm can be settled remains to be seen, 
but this is undoubtedly a typical example

he Bureau of Industry and Security of the US Department of Commerce is 
reportedly planning to add another 120 Chinese entities to its restrictive list 
this month citing “national security” concerns.

While the targeted Chinese entities, as well as those beingtargeted, are quick­
ly adapting to the new normal by outsourcing their production to third-party countries, 
securing new markets and partnerships, or stepping up their efforts in pursuit of self-de­
pendence for key parts and know-how, their US partners cannot substitute China as both 
a large market and a world manufacturing base.

A recent report by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York provides substantial evi­
dence confirming the self-harming nature of the US administration’s export control 
measures targeting China between 2012 and 2022.

Although they were originally intended to help US companies, the US moves have had a 
negative impact on them, the report notes, as they have caused supply chain disruptions, 
raised operating costs, and reduced the US companies’ market competitiveness. 

Chinese companies have sought to offset the negative impact of the US measures by 
finding new suppliers and strengthening their own research and development.

According to the report titled Geopolitical Risk and Decoupling: Evidence from US 
Export Controls, the longer the Entity List of the Bureau of Industry and Security 
becomes, the more US entities are actually being affected, particularly in the fields of 
telecommunications, transportation and electronic equipment.

Unable to establish new supply chain relationships with domestic or allied customers 
that are not export control targets, the profitability of US companies continues to be 
challenged. Data show that the export control policy of the US caused an average decline 
of 8.6 percent in the revenue of related US companies and an average decline of 25 per­
cent in earnings before interest and taxes. The affected US companies were forced to cut 
jobs to adapt to the negative consequences of export controls. Data cited in the report 
show that the total number of employees in US companies affected by export controls fell 
by 7.1 percent

The report also assessed the actual impact of US export controls targeting China on US 
companies in the fields of finance and financing, and found that the measures caused 
“significant collateral damage” to US companies. The total market value of all US compa­
nies affected by export controls on China has “evaporated” by an estimated $130 billion. 
As the Joe Biden administration has markedly reinforced its China-targeted export con­
trol measures over the past two years, the loss of the US companies will have been even 
larger, if the data after 2022 is taken into account.

In addition, US companies affected by export controls also have more difficulty in 
acquiring financing, and they face higher interest rates and shorter terms when applying 
for bank loans. This not only exacerbates the financial difficulties of these companies in 
the short term, but may also have a profound impact on the innovation and competitive­
ness of US companies in the long run.

As a close ally of the US, the European Union should heed the lessons of the US. The EUs 
desinicization in the fields of high-tech, manufacturing, trade and investment, which fol­
lows the US in the name of “de-risking”, will not help improve the global competitiveness of 
EU companies. Against the backdrop of soaring energy prices and slowing global demand, 
doing so will only continue and accelerate the continuous decline of European manufac­
turing in recent years, leading to more serious unemployment and social problems.

Both US and EU decision-makers should consider the wisdom of continuing with their 
restrictive economic and trade policies toward China, which will only become more self­
wounding the longer they are prolonged.

The grassroots government should fur­
ther improve the level of infrastructure 
protection, improve grassroots emergen­
cy organizations, and enhance the pub­
lic’s disaster prevention and self-rescue 
and mutual rescue skills, so as to plug 
potential risks at the source. The country 
also needs to improve the urban capacity 
for flood control and drainage, and forti­
fy flood control projects such as danger­
ous reservoirs, dikes on small and 
medium-sized rivers, and flood storage 
and detention areas, as well as weak 
points in farmland for flood drainage. 

China should make good use of tech­
nology to prevent flood and other disas­
ters. It should better utilize the results of 
the national natural disaster risk surveys, 
connect the survey data with its emer­
gency command platform, and analyze 
local population densify, emergency shel­
ters, material reserves and other informa-

showing how “fen club culture”, as some 
argued, has gone to extremes eroding the 
sport’s standing.

The “fen club culture” originates from 
the entertainment industry, which stress­
es strong adhesion between fens and 
stars, thereby increasing the commercial 
value of stars. The profit-seeking and 
traffic-first operation can easily lead star­
chasing to fanatical idol worship. The 
members of the “fen club” are different 
from common sports fens, as the former 
are strongly exclusive and ready to attack 
those that they deem don’t share their 
devotion to their idol.

The key lies in whether the sports 
authorities and sports associations can 
guide and transform the healthy devel­
opment of the “fen club culture” in a 
timely manner and cultivate a healthy 
fan culture. Real sports fens love their 
favorite players but they also respect 
their opponents and recognize and cher­
ish sportsmanship and fair competition. 

- BEIJING NEWS

tion in the event of an emergency situa­
tion to form an emergency rescue plan. 

China has so far built a five-tier disaster 
information release system covering the 
whole country, and targeted training 
should be carried out regularly to give full 
play to the role of more than 1 million 
“scene detectors” All kinds of social forces 
such as scientific research organizations, 
industry associations, and enterprises 
should be absorbed to create an emergen­
cy management team with timely 
response and improve the professional­
ism of hidden danger investigation, emer­
gency rescue and volunteer services. 

Disaster prevention is a systemic 
project that needs the participation of all 
sectors of society. Only after people’s 
awareness and participation rate of the 
masses are raised effectively, can the coun­
try respond quickly to natural disasters.

- ECONOMIC DAILY

It should have been good news for the 
Chinese table tennis team that two Chi­
nese players, Sun Yingsha and Chen 
Meng, competed in the final of the wom­
en’s table tennis at the Paris Olympics on 
Saturday.

However, what was unexpected wras 
that some extreme fans of Sun started 
attacking and smearing Chen the 
moment their idol lost the game 2-4. 

With unexpectedly perceivable ease, 
Chen beat Sun, who was apparently not 

in a good frame of mind dur­
ing the game for unknown 
reasons. In a repeat of the 
final Tokyo Olympics three 
years ago, Chen, who ranks 
fourth after the match with a 
score of 5,290 in the Interna­
tional Table Tennis Federa­
tion ranking for w'omen 
players, beat her strong team­
mate, who is six years young­
er, and ranks No 1 in the 
world with a score of 8,100, to

-
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but a 65 percent market share is enough 
to dominate the market and threaten app 
developers.

Apple’s huge market share makes it 
difficult for small- and medium-sized 
app developers to challenge its rules, 
wath even giants such as Tencent and 
ByteDance facing the heat So, the efforts 
of a few companies alone is not enough 
to lower, if not put an end to, the “Apple 
tax”

What’s needed is broader market con­
sensus, so that a percentage of fee that is 
acceptable to all can be deducted, which, 
in all probability, will be lower than 
Apple’s current 30 percent. 

- ZHANGZHOUXLANG, CHINA DAILY
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he “Resolution on Further Deep­
ening Reform Comprehensively 
to Advance Chinese Moderniza­
tion” issued by the third plenary

session of the 20 th Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China on July 18, 
has charted the future direction of the 
real estate industry.

The third plenary session also issued a 
communique, which said the country will 
take measures to prevent and mitigate 
risks in the real estate sector and small 
and medium-sized financial institutions, 
and manage local government debt. 

However, compared with some foreign 
cities, some Chinese cities could see fur­
ther decline in housing prices, because 
the average rental yield in property hot­
spots such as New York, London and 
Tokyo is 2.5 percent, 2.5 percent and 2.1 
percent, while that in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen is 1.5 percent, 
1.8 percent, 1.3 percent and 1 percent. 

Besides, real estate companies are more 
likely to default on payments because 
their financing capability is weak, and 
commercial housing sales remain slug­
gish. In fact, real estate risks could lead to 
banking risks and erode buyers’ wealth. 

For banks, the realty sector’s defaults 
have led to bad debts, and the decline in 
the real estate sector has reduced bank 
credit and weakened profits, seriously 
affecting banks’ ability to prevent or min­
imize risks. As for buyers, some of them 
have lost the down payment they made 
for housing when prices dropped in some 
regions. As a result, such people have 
been compelled to reduce consumption. 

That’s why the third plenum’s resolu­
tion stressed the importance of regular, 
smooth housing supply, saying the coun­
try will expeditiously establish a housing 
system that promotes both rental hous­
ing and home-buying. The move to scale 
up the building and supply of govern­
ment-subsidized housing to meet the 
housing needs of salaried people is a key 
feature of the real estate sector’s new 
development model.

However, the construction of afforda­
ble housing faces problems such as the 
lack of financing, land allocation and a 
targeted supervision mechanism. 
Although the resolution does not men­
tion the problems feeing the “three major 
projects" — construction of affordable 
housing, public infrastructure for both 
normal and emergency use — they are 
encountering financing challenges which 
could affect the construction of afforda­
ble housing, with the fiscal pressure on 
local governments and financing restric­
tions on urban investment being major 
challenges.

To promote the construction of afford­
able housing and meet the housing needs 
of people of different income levels, a 
multi-level housing financial system 
should be established. China could con­
sider picking a leaf out of the housing 
development book of Singapore, whose 
public housing is home to about 80 per­
cent of the country’s resident population. 
Yet China’s current pilot policy needs to 
be improved, for which China has to first 
improve its strategic planning and coor­
dination.

According to the plenum’s resolution,

when founded
in 1921 to the
current 99.18
million mem­
bers, the CPC
lias done an
amazing job of
leading a country of 1.4 billion people to 
socioeconomic success. There is no 
doubt that China will play a greater role 
in the world arena. And I am confident 
that China’s peaceful rise is for greater 
global common good, because China has 
never been an aggressive power. 

China’s peaceful foreign policy is 
reflected in its policy toward the South 
Pacific island countries, which is based 
on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coex­
istence of mutual respect for each other’s 
territorial integrity and sovereignty; 
mutual non-aggression; non-interfer­
ence in each other’s internal affairs; 
equality and mutual benefit; and peace­
ful coexistence.

Beijing’s relationship with the Pacific 
island countries dates back to the early 
1970s when China established diplomat­
ic relations with a number of independ­
ent developing nations in the South 
Pacific. Over the past few decades, China 
has become a major aid donor to the 
Pacific island countries. According to 
research by the Lowy Institute, China is 
the third-most significant source of offi­
cial development finance to the Pacific 
Islands, with a total of $3.9 billion dis­
bursed between 2008 and 2021. In April

tion in the short term because the indus­
try is still undergoing intensive reforms. 
The right time to introduce such a piece 
of legislation would be after China’s mac­
roeconomic recovery and the maturing of

the real estate industry.
The resolution also said the integration 

of rural and urban areas creates new 
development space for the property' sec­
tor and, hence, greater urban-rural inte­
gration in planning, development and 
governance should be promoted.

At present, China’s urbanization rate is 
more than 60 percent. As such, a series of 
functional areas are likely to be built in 
cities, towns and rural areas to connect 
cities and rural areas. Different types of 
affordable housing, too, will be built in 
transit areas to meet the housing needs of 
the people who move from rural areas to 
cities.

nlike four decades ago when half of 
China used to be glued to TV 
screens to see Chinese athletes’ 
attempts to win medals, the ongoing

Paris Olympic Games have drawn lukewarm 
response from Chinese audiences.

The seven-hour time difference could be 
partly responsible for Chinese sports fans’ low 
enthusiasm. But the main reason, I think, is 
that the Chinese people now take winning 
Olympic medals more matter-of-fectiy. They 
know that the Chinese athletes will do their 
best, and win medals too. After all, China has 
been one of the world’s major sports powers 
for the past two decades or so.

Starting my journalism career as a sports 
writer in the early 1980s and having covered the 
1988 and 2008 Olympic Games and many other 
international spoils events, I knowhow much 
the Chinese people’s attitude toward sports has 
changed over the years. In the 1980s, China was 
economically and scientifically an insignificant 
global player. The country’s 15-gold-medal haul 
at the 1984 Olympics put it into the limelight, 
and triggered the sports craze among the Chi­
nese people. “To attain good sports results and 
win glory for the nation” has since become a 
popular slogan among Chinese athletes as well 
as the general public.

77ie author is secretary general of the 
Tonga China Friendship Association and 
former ambassador of Tonga to China. 
The views don’t necessarily reflect those 
of China Daily.
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The author is an associate researcher of 
the Peki ng University HSBC Business 
School Think Tank. The views don’t nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

2004, China joined the “South Pacific 
Tourism Organization” as the first mem­
ber state from outside the region. 

Moreover, most Pacific island states 
have benefited from China’s increasing 
trade and investment as well as from 
debt relief and debt extensions. In feet, 
China has given debt relief worth $2.1 
billion to developing countries under die 
G20 framework, the highest among all 
G20 member states in terms of die 
amount deferred.

China adheres to the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence, which also advo­
cates for respecting the Pacific island 
countries’ political system and their right 
to choose their own development path; 
non-interference in their internal affairs; 
helping the Pacific island countries safe­
guard their sovereignty and territorial 
integrity' and maintain political stability; 
and promoting socioeconomic develop­
ment.

China values peace. The bitter suffer­
ings of the Chinese people due to war 
and poverty have taught them to value 
peace and promote economic develop­
ment. As such, the central goal of China’s 
diplomacy is to create a peaceful and sta­
ble international environment for its 
development.

Also, China will make its due contribu­
tion to world peace and development, 
never engage in aggression or expansion, 
and never seek hegemony.

So the Pacific island countries must 
monitor and review tiieir relationship 

With China continuing to win more and 
more Olympic medals — up to now it has won 
more than 300 Olympic gold medals — sports 
fans have realized that instead of only standing 
by and cheering Chinese athletes, tiiey should 
also take part in sports. Over the past two dec­
ades or so, government investment in mass 
sports has increased dramatically. Physical 
exercise equipment have been installed in 
most of the residential complexes and villages, 
and running tracks laid in most of the parks. 

Thanks to the government’s efforts and Chi­
nese athletes’ excellent performance on the 
world stage, a sports fever has gripped die 
whole nation. Statistics show tiiat nearly 40 
percent of the 1.4 billion Chinese people aged 7 
and above take part in sports or physical activ­
ities in 2020 — meaning tiiey either play sports 
or do physical exercise with an intensity reach­
ing moderate or above for at least 30 minutes 
three times a week.

Such mass involvement in sports helps 
experts to identify exceptional talents that can 
bring glory to the country, and ensures that 
Chinese athletes will win more medals in 
Olympics and other international and regional 
sports championships.

While watching the Paris Games on TV, cer­
tain phenomena have caught my' attention. For 
example, at some venues, about half of the 
spectators were Chinese. And the way they 
were cheering the Chinese athletes made it 
seem as if the Games were being held in a Chi­
nese city. I guess most of the Chinese specta­
tors traveled to France to watch the Games, 
and they were joined by the Chinese people 
working or studying in Europe. Such a specta­
cle was unthinkable when I was covering 
sports as a China Daily journalist. Four dec­
ades ago, not a single Chinese person could be 
seen among the spectators, because in those 
days the Chinese people couldn’t afford to pay 
for the travel to and accommodation in a for­
eign country.

Another salient feature is the self-confidence 
of Chinese athletes — not only during the com­
petitions but also when meeting journalists. 
They talk about their own performances, tiieir 
future plans and their counterparts’ strategies 
as if chatting with friends. Some speak fluent 
English. Tiieir communication skills are in 
total contrast to the Chinese athletes’ nervous­
ness when interviewed by journalists in the old 
days.

One more thing that amazes me is the size of 
China’s Olympic reporting team in Paris. More 
than 2,000 China Media Group reporters, edi­
tors and technical staff are covering the Paris 
Games. And if the reporters from other media 
outlets are added, the number of Chinese jour­
nalists in Paris could be well over 2,500. In my 
time, less than 100 reporters were able to go 
abroad to cover sports events like the Olympics. 

These three changes signify the economic 
and social development China has achieved 
over the past four decades or so. As a retired 
sports writer, I wish all the best to our athletes, 
and hope the younger generation of sports 
writers does a better job of promoting the 
Olympic Spirit.

his year marks the 70th anni­
versary of the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence. To mark 
tiie occasion, President Xi Jinping

called on the international community on 
June 28 to carry forward the Five Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence in the new era and 
jointly build a community with a shared 
future for mankind and promote human 
progress.

I first visited China in 2001 to study at 
the National Defense University of the 
People’s Liberation Army. During that 
time, I also visited the Hong Kong Spe­
cial Administrative Region. 

When I landed in China again in 2010 
as the ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of 
Tonga to the People’s Republic of China, 
I was amazed to see the dramatic 
changes that had taken place in the 
intervening years. For instance, the 
number of terminals at Beijing Capital 
International Airport had increased 
from one back in 2001 to three.

I prefer to go hiking or on a picnic with 
some friends outside the city on week­
ends, with tiie Great Wall being a favorite 
site. I have also visited small villages with 
charming sceneries, observing the tradi­
tional lifestyle of the local people. Amid 
the idyll, serene locales, only electric 
wires and solar panels on rooftops reflect 
the modern side of the tillages. 

The Communist Party of China has led 
the country in making great achieve­
ments. From about 50 Party members 

with China, especially in the context of 
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexist­
ence, so tiiat our interests are safeguard­
ed and a win-win situation developed. 

The essence of the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence was also reflected 
at the recent third plenary session of the 
20th Central Committee of the Commu­
nist Party of China. The third plenary 
session said China must pursue an inde­
pendent foreign policy of peace, be dedi­
cated to helping build a community with 
a shared future for mankind, and foster 
a favorable external environment for 
further deepening reform comprehen­
sively to advance Chinese moderniza­
tion.

The plenary session was not only 
important for China’s own development, 
but will also have a significant impact on 
the global economy. According to my 
knowledge, tiie resolution of the third 
plenum put forward more than 300 
important reform measures to advance 
Chinese modernization. And I believe 
their implementation will create huge 
opportunities for the world, including 
the Pacific island countries, and they 
should seize the opportunity to engage in 
mutually beneficial cooperation, and 
prosper together with China.

city governments will be given greater 
decision-making powers including the 
power to devise their real estate policy 
and regulate the real estate market. Also, 
based on the local conditions, some cities 
will be permitted to lift or reduce restric­
tions on housing purchase and scrap cer­
tain criteria for ordinary and non­
ordinary housing.

Moreover, the sharp decline in proper­
ty sales can be attributed to tiie long-term 
demographic changes, but short-term 
factors such as interest rates on loans and 
property prices still prevent many resi­
dents from buying houses. To address the 
problem, first- and second-tier cities may 
be allowed to optimize tiieir housing pur­
chase restriction policy by, among other 
things, easing the eligibility criteria for 
home-buying and lowering the interest 
rates on loans.

Some restrictions on real
estate supply could
also be removed
including the
annulling of the
“90-70” policy,
which requires
developers to have
70 percent of their
newly built resi­
dential units to be
below 90 square
meters. This would
help developers to
design apartments
in accordance with
the market’s
demand. And
restrictions on the
supply and
demand sides will
be gradually
removed, helping
establish a new
real estate
development
model.

The resolu­
tion also said
that reforms
will be carried
out to change
the way tiie real
estate sector is
financed, and
improve the
advance housing
purchase sys­
tem. Owing to the
pre-sale system,
real estate enter­
prises in China
depend heavily on
supply chain
financing, housing
pre-sale funds and
other financing
sources, making it
difficult for them to
prevent downturns,
which result in the
abandoning of
many under-con­
struction buildings.

And although the resolution said 
the taxation system for the real estate sec­
tor will be improved, the government 
may not introduce real estate tax legisla- 

From Olympic 
medal mania to 
casual confidence

The resolution also said 
the integration of rural and 
urban areas creates new 
development space for the 
property sector and, hence, 
greater urban-rural inte­
gration in planning, devel­
opment and governance 
should be promoted.

Their communication skills 
are in total contrast to the 
Chinese athletes’ nervousness 
when interviewed by 
journalists in the old days.
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weight in international relations 
and politics.

However, the image of China as a 
global security threat imposed by 
Western mainstream media cannot 
convince the world, especially the 
Global South. On the contrary, the 
latest events concerning global peace 
and security have largely advanced 
recognition of China as a global bro­
ker in the two of the most pressing 
armed conflicts: between Hamas and 
Israel and between Russia and 
Ukraine. In recent weeks, there has 
an immense Chinese diplomatic 
push to bring together the different 
Palestine factions, namely Hamas 
and Fatah, to create the conditions to 
progress the recognition of the Pales­
tine State, and therefore to advance 
the two-state solution. China has 
always advocated the two-state solu­
tion to end the conflict and bring 
peace to the region. Furthermore, we 
are also observing China’s persistent 
efforts to build bridges with Ukraine 
and Russia. These diplomatic 
endeavors in promoting dialogue 
and stability are seen as China’s 
major diplomatic achievement and a 
sign of China’s growing influence in 
global affairs.

Last year, China played a signifi­
cant role in brokering a historic 
agreement between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia, leading to the two countries 
agreeing to re-establish diplomatic 
relations and reopen their respective 
embassies. This agreement marked a 
significant step toward reducing ten­
sions in die Persian Gulf and poten­
tially paving the way for resolving 
conflicts in the region, such as the 
ongoing war in Yemen.

How to understand these diplo­
matic successes that China has 
achieved? What are Beijing’s peace­
making principles in the capacity of 
being an honest broker? Why are 
these principles agreeable to interna­
tional contending forces and nation­
al fractions?

First, China has been putting for­
ward the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence, and those principles are 
not only part of the diplomatic rhe­
toric, but also are gaining status as a 
foundation stone in the context of 
the international order. More and 
more, China’s international engage­
ment is being perceived as a con­
structive power, one that sees the 
world in a different manner, and 
therefore advances its branding 
images as a force for change in a pos­
itive way. Therefore, it is important 
to notice China’s specific historical 
and cultural characteristics as a con­
structive civilizational power, under­
standing the necessary room for 
different political cultures and histo­
ries and trajectories.

The author is professor of prac­
tice in Sustainability Manage­
ment at Columbia University in 
Neto York. He also is the co-au­
thor of The Financial Ecosystem. 
The author contributed this arti­
cle to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

Li Xing is Yunshan leading scholar 
and professor at Guangdong Insti­
tute for International Strategies at 
Guangdong University of Foreign 
Studies and adjunct professor of 
international relations at Aalborg 
University, Denmark. Francisco 
Leandro is an associate professor at 
Faculty of Social Sciences and vice­
director of the Institute of Global and 
Public Affairs at University of Macau 
(China). The authors contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of Chi­
na Daily.

ment, it can better allocate its 
own human, natural and finan­
cial capital by ceding its domi­
nant position in labor-intensive 
manufacturing industries such 
as furniture, home appliances, 
light electronics and internal 
combustion automobiles to 
emerging markets in the Global 
South. Efficient and productive 
resource allocation requires dis­
cernment in the choice of both 
domestic and foreign investment. 

A simple lesson of trade theory 
is that global gains from trade 
arise mostly from comparative 
advantage rather than absolute 
advantage. This means that even 
if labor-intensive manufacturing 
in a Global South emerging mar­
ket is initially more expensive 
than in China, it is still more pro­
ductive to shift capital to the 
emerging market for this type of 
activity. Developing a quality 
workforce in China implies free­
ing it from tasks where produc­
tivity has already been 
maximized. In the context of Chi­
nese demographic change and 
capital needs for advanced man­
ufacturing, the opportunity cost 
of deploying resources in labor- 
intensive sectors is very high 
because it is measured in the lost 
high-technology production that 
would otherwise have been sup­
ported. Chinese outward invest­
ment in value-added 
manufacturing in emerging mar­
kets is thus essential to its own 
high-quality growth strategy as 
well as to appropriate industrial 
development in the Global 
South. Foreign trade structural 
reform, combined with further 
opening-up of inward and out­
ward investment simultaneously 
facilitates the goals of both 
domestic high-quality'develop­
ment and tiie Global Develop­
ment Initiative.

As Mark Twain said: “Reports 
of my death have been greatly 
exaggerated.” Similarly, talk of 
“recession” and “Chinese overca­
pacity” is greatly exaggerated. 
What some call a “recession” is a 
timely moderation and reorien­
tation toward pursuing progress 
while ensuring sustainability and 
stability. What some call “overca­
pacity” is a hard-earned capabili­
ty awaiting deployment in 
universally beneficial and inclu­
sive economic globalization.

or a long time, the United 
States-led West has been 
struggling to find out what 
kind of global power China

is. Is China a destructive or con­
structive power for the current 
US-led international order? Is China 

a status-quo or a 
revisionist power, a 
force for continuity 
or a force for 
change? Will China 
use its military and 
economic weight
to advance its own 
interest at the cost 
of abandoning the 
defined interna­
tional rules? How 
to interpret the 
impact of China’s 
rise not only in 
terms of its hard 
power, such as 
economy, technol­
ogy, trade, and 
finance, etc., but 
also in terms of its

soft power, such as ideas, norms, cul­
ture, thought, value system, and 
scholarship, etc.? How can the West 
understand the kind of international 
leadership role that China is playing, 
and how can the West better compre­
hend the historical and cultural fab­
rics that underpin Chinese foreign 
policies and behaviors?

Today, Washington firmly believes 
that: “the PRC is the only competitor 
with both the intent to reshape the 
international order and, increasing­
ly, the economic, diplomatic, mili­
tary, and technological power to do 
it” According to its newly published 
National Security Strategy, “Beijing 
lias ambitions to create an enhanced 
sphere of influence in the Indo-Pacif- 
ic and to become the world’s leading 
power. It is using its technological 
capacity and increasing influence 
over international institutions to cre­
ate more permissive conditions for 
its own authoritarian model, and to 
mold global technology use and 
norms to privilege its interests and 
values.”

Therefore, China is portrayed as a 
“systemic rival” to the US-defined 
rule-based international order both 
in terms of turning the country into 
a global economic and technological 
competitor as well as a global secu­
rity challenger, and in terms of 
translating its economic success 
into a political and ideational con­
tending force, promoting alternative 
models of development and govern­
ance. Chinese cultural influence, 
ideational impact and the diffusion 
of Chinese ideas and norms that 
have been unleashed by its econom­
ic rise are increasingly carrying

tion brought about by war and 
climatic disasters. To such peo­
ple, manufacturing capacity that 
facilitates rebuilding homes, 
building railways, digging wells, 
providing solar electricity or 
making bandages at large scale 
and at low cost must surely seem 
like a gift from heaven. Faced 
with such dire needs for so many 
people, all such capacity is essen­
tial. How odd the word “overca­
pacity” must seem to such 
people! China’s investment in 
advanced manufacturing and 
infrastructure capabilities are an 
essential foundation for the path 
to common prosperity for the 
developing world. The hard work 
today is to ensure that such capa­
bilities can be utilized for global 
development and mutual benefit, 
by reducing institutional, tariff, 
cultural, language and financing 
obstacles.

China’s fostering of the Global 
Development Initiative, com­
bined with its domestic priority 
for high-quality development can 
form a confluence of strategies to 
advance common prosperity for 
the world. The Global Develop­
ment Initiative, proposed as an 
initiative to accelerate imple­
mentation of the SDGs, is com­
mitted to promoting common 
prosperity around the world. At 
the same time, the resolution 
adopted at the third plenary ses­
sion of the 20 tli Central Commit­
tee of the Communist Party of 
China continues China’s foster­
ing of high-quality economic 
development, innovation and 
ecological conservation. As China 
shifts its domestic focus to 
advanced clean energy genera­
tion, storage, mobility and relat­
ed upstream and downstream 
industrial ecosystems in preci­
sion manufacturing, intelligent 
technology'and digital manage-

visited six cities in China in 
12 days last month. It was 
the efficient and affordable 
high-speed rail system that

made my hectic itinerary feasi­
ble, and even comfortable. Dur­
ing my conversations with 
economists and investment man­
agers in Shanghai, Beijing and 

other cities, 
there was 
much talk of 
“Chinese over­
capacity” and a 
“recession” I 
was surprised 
by these terms.

Never in my career in finance or 
academia have I seen 5 percent 
GDP growth characterized as a 
“recession”. A fundamental prin­
ciple of sustainable development 
is that it is only natural that as an 
economy grows, its rate of 
growth must moderate. If any 
variable experiences continuous 
growth at a constant or increas­
ing rate, such a variable will 
explode and overwhelm other 
important forces, undermining 
the stability of any dynamical 
system. Explosive growth in any­
thing is inherently unsustainable 
and must come at the expense of 
hidden costs such as uncon­
trolled pollution, eroded family 
formation and neglected cultural 
achievements. Proper accounting 
for the environmental and 
human costs using cost-benefit 
analysis often reveals that low- 
quality growth does not advance 
people’s well-being. Further­
more, 5 percent growth of a very 
large economy is a more power­
ful driver of global prosperity 
than 10 percent growth of a 
much smaller economy. Since 
China is now one of the world’s 
largest economies, even its cur­
rent moderate growth represents 
a massive impetus for global eco­
nomic activity. The use of the 
term “recession” by some ill-in- 
formed commentators is an indi­
cation of the delusions that can 
be induced by fixating on the rate 
of growth rather than the abso­
lute level and the quality of 
growth.

For anyone concerned with 
sustainable development, the 
term “overcapacity” also seems 
rather strange. According to the 
2024 United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals Progress 
Report, only 17 percent of the 
SDGs are on track to be achieved. 
More than 700 million people 
live in extreme poverty around 
the world. They need access to 
clean water, sanitation infra­
structure, clean energy genera­
tion, schools, clinics, connectivity 
for trade and basic material 
goods. Many crave freedom from 
armed conflict and the destruc-
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Second, China has moved from the 
usual diplomatic chatter to be an 
active and equidistant partner, capa­
ble of being heard and diffusing 
tense situations. Quite opposite to 
other major powers that are fueling 
conflicts, China has made a clear 
commitment to peace and develop­
ment. China has been waiting for the 
right moment to take decisive diplo­
matic action, while advocating 
peaceful development. Indeed, 
instead of being a “systemic rival”, 
China’s international engagement is 
characterized by innovative ways to 
deal with conflicts, adopting the con­
structive model of inclusive advance­
ment, to gather overlapping 
interests. Perhaps, rather than being 
a “systemic rival” China is acting as a 
global player outside of the Western 
box.

Third, China does not adopt the 
conventional style of other great 
powers, which take sides in line with 
their interests or values, without con­
sidering tiie root cause of the con­
flicts and the intertwined network of 
interests involved. China’s diplomatic 
position is one of balance and respect 
for both sides, which reflects its own 
political culture, and it aims to con­
tribute to defusing tensions, creating 
new peaceful pathways, and setting 
tiie course for development. Again, 
perhaps, instead of a “competitor 
with both the intent to reshape the 
international order”, China is taking 
steps to adapt the world to the new 
conditions, with the intent of being a 
decisive cooperative contributor, of 
creating new governance conditions 
for the international system, and of 
bringing about peaceful and stable 
conditions for all.

To answer the many questions 
raised at the beginning of this article, 
tiie recent diplomatic engagements 
of China since last year have taught 
the world an important lesson: That 
Chinese diplomacy lias an important 
(perhaps different from the usual) 
role to play, in the context of an 
emerging international order, as a 
cooperative global contributor.
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What some call a 
“recession” is a 

timely moderation 
and reorientation 
toward pursuing 
progress while 

ensuring 
sustainability and 

stability. What some 
call “overcapacity” is 

a hard-earned 
capability awaiting 

deployment in 
universally beneficial 

and inclusive 
economic 

globalization.
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By seeking to build trust and peace around the world, China is 
emerging as a global peace-maker and stability-creator

Talk of a recession and overcapacity flies 
in the face of pursuit of sustainability

.J
LG

J

Aa V

I “ HS aa



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/09/2024 2:54:14 PM
14 | Tuesday, August 6,2024 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

LIFE
LIVING HERITAGE Guardians

of the
Great Wallr

iiii

strive to
protect itJiu- 2**4

1

I

I

F Threading culture
and skill into

garments of beauty

l»i
i

hi

3■

* .. ’J

h

for

X.

G X.

CHINA DAILY XINHUA

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/09/2024 2:54:14 PM

^7

’t 5 ? 
ty -

- > 
■R

■7
'".■f

Tian Hui, head of the Ethnic Costume Museum at the Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology, introdu­
ces exhibits to primary and middle school students from Beijing, provided to china daily

Wong Koi-wing contributed to 
this story.
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Even at 80, Mei Jingtian con­
tinues to patrol the Shixiaguan 
section of the Great Wall. With 
over four decades of experience 
under his belt, he skillfully taps 
the overgrown ground along the 
way with a wooden stick, alert­
ing wild animals to his presence 
to ensure his safety.

Mei lives in Shixia, a village nes­
tled near the 8.6-kilometer stretch 
of the Shixiaguan section of the 
Great Wall in the suburban Yan- 
qing district of Beijing, the oldest 
part of which dates back to the 
Northern Qi Dynasty (550-577).

Shixia village residents have a 
deep affection for the wall. Mei 
remembers when he ran and 
played hide-and-seek with his 
friends on the imposing struc­
ture as a child.

However in 1979, when he 
returned to Shixia after working 
outside for years, he was stunned 
by the destruction to the ancient 
wall. “Some residents even took 
bricks from it to build their hous­
es,” Mei says.

climes of the Greater and Lesser 
Hinggan Mountains, the Oroqen 
have historically relied on the gar­
ments to survive.

“The Oroqen have a profound 
connection with nature, adapting to 
and even transforming what they 
find. Their wisdom of living is a type 
of impetus for our research into eth­
nic costumes,” Gao explains.

Distinctive apparel, such as the 
Hezhe people’s fish-skin garments 
and the Li people’s tree-bark cloth­
ing, also demonstrates the adapta­
bility of ethnic groups to their 
environments.

“In the past, without access to fab­
rics like cotton, linen, or silk, these 
groups ingeniously made use of 
what nature provided, transforming 
raw materials into wearable art 
through their wisdom,” she adds.

As time progressed, the museum’s 
collection efforts faced increasing 
challenges.

‘With a growing emphasis on the 
preservation of ethnic costumes, the

Museum dedicated to ethnic clothing presents an image 
of countrywide grace and elegance

7
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or tourists exploring the 
enchanting landscapes of 
Beijing’s architectural won­
ders such as the Forbidden

City, they are captivated by the 
vision of young women adorned in 
the intricate Manchu attire once 
donned by royal ladies of the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911). Their presence 
evokes a vibrant reinterpretation of 
traditional Chinese art, defying the 
oppressive heat with grace.

These dresses are part of the 
imperial fashion called qizhuang 
(costumes of the bannermen) of the 
Manchu ethnic group. They are but 
one pail of the traditional garments 
worn by China’s 56 ethnic groups.

For people who are interested in 
all the colorful costumes, a must-see 
venue is the Ethnic Costume Muse­
um that draws their attention to the 
lesser-known, yet equally captivat­
ing garments of the country’s other 
ethnic groups.

Nestled in the Beijing Institute of 
Fashion Technology is the muse­
um, a treasure trove of cultural 
heritage. It was officially set up in 
2000 as China’s premier institu­
tion for clothing culture. It has 
amassed more than 10,000 items, 
including clothing jewelry, fabrics, 
batik and embroidery from various 
ethnic groups, and displays nearly 
a thousand photographs from the 
1920s and ’30s that document the 
traditional dresses of ethnic 
groups, such as the Yi, Tibetan, and 
Qiang people.

The quest to collect these ethnic 
costumes was daunting. While Han 
attire is widely available, the cloth­
ing of the 55 other ethnic groups, 
some residing in remote or distant 
areas all across the country, posed a 
challenge in terms of its collection 
and preservation.

Since 1988, when the museum 
was still being prepared, the faculty 
members of the Beijing Institute of 
Fashion Technology have champi­
oned the study and conservation of 
ethnic costumes, leading to the 
establishment of the museum. Fac­
ulty and students have committed 
themselves to hands-on research.

Tian Hui, head of the museum, 
recounts the early days of their mis­
sion. “Our teachers, understanding 
the urgency of preserving these 
priceless ethnic costumes, took stu­
dents on targeted expeditions to dif­
ferent regions,” he says.

Tian recounts a memorable epi­
sode from 2000 involving You Cui- 
yu, a female fisher-farmer from die 
Hezhe ethnic group, who was the 
last maker of fish-skin clothing in 
Heilongjiang province at the time, 
and die museum’s then director, 
Yang Yuan.

Yang ordered a set of fish-skin 
clothes from You for the collection, 
but You forgot it, because she had so 
much fishing and farming to do, and 
was only' able to make fish-skin 
clothes during her spare time. Yang 
used this as a chance to meet You in 
her tillage in Northeast China, to 
record the process of fish-skin 
craftsmanship. Her determination 
led to the filming of a documentary 
about You’s skills that subsequentiy 
received national acclaim, Tian says. 

“The endeavor was more than 
mere collecting. It was a mission to 
protect and document traditional 
craftsmanship,” he adds.

Acquisition was just the begin­
ning. The museum also undertook 
die meticulous task of repairing and 
conserving garments for research. 
“Some pieces arrived in near-perfect 
condition, while others bore the 
marks of time, and required careful 
cleaning, sterilization, and treat­
ment, before being stored,” Tian 
explains.
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Liu Hongyan, a Great Wall 
guardian

From left: A blouse made of fish skin 
from the Hezhe ethnic group, a Manchu 
woman's ceremonial robe, and a two- 
part tree-bark garment from the Li 
people on show at the museum. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

availability of quality pieces has 
diminished, and the cost of acquisi­
tion has risen, placing a strain on 
our resources,” Tian says.

To mitigate funding pressures, 
the museum has diversified acquisi­
tion strategies, including borrowing 
from other institutions, and accept­
ing public donations.

Its website has a donor directory 
dating back to 2008, and the 102 
entries each tell a touching story.

One narrative involves Dong Min, 
a Beijing resident who donated 61 
outfits from the 1940s to ’80s, and 
156 photographs from his late moth­
er’s collection.

Tian shares the heartfelt circum­
stances of Dong’s contribution. Fol­
lowing his mother’s passing two 
years previously, Dong sought a 
deserving repository for her cher­
ished possessions.

“When he discovered our muse­
um, he was relieved, because he 
believed our professionalism would 
preserve the garments and research 
them to their fullest,” Tian says.

“The reason I find this story so 
touching is that the clothes contain 
not just memories of his mother and 
his family, but the recollections of an 
entire generation.

“Costumes are imbued with emo­
tion and sentiment. Behind each 
piece of clothing is a precious story 
and a cherished memoiy, so, when 
we talk about the culture of cloth­
ing, it is both an art and an emo­
tion,” he adds.

Despite the museum’s efforts, the 
adoption of modern clothing by eth­
nic groups is an undeniable trend. 

“While we wish to see traditional 
costumes in ethnic regions, people 
often prefer the convenience of 
modern life,” Gao says.

“The younger generation is mov­
ing to the cities, and the art of mak­
ing these garments is fading with 
the older generation.”

This shift presents a challenge to 
cultural preservation, as there’s a 
tension between the desire for mod­
ernity and the need to protect the 
national heritage. So, it requires a 
collective societal effort to protect 
these treasures, according to Gao.

But Gao remains optimistic 
about the enduring appeal of the 
garments.

“The appreciation of beauty is 
innate. The ethnic costumes in our 
museum, most painstakingly hand­
made by women, are imbued with 
their love for family and life. Even 
domestic items like covers and 
sheets are made with care, reflect­
ing a deep-seated love for life, and a 
commitment to beauty in every 
aspect,” she says, underscoring the 
emotional and aesthetic investment 
woven into each piece.

The Ethnic Costume Museum is 
currently curating Splendid Colors: 
Chinese Costume Culture Exhibi­
tion, an exhibition at the Chinese 
Traditional Culture Museum that 
seeks to bring the beauty of ethnic 
clothing to the public eye.

One highlight of it is a section 
dedicated to student designs that 
fuse ethnic traditions with contem­
porary fashion sensibilities.

“Our museum serves a dual pur­
pose. It’s not just a repository of his­
tory but a vibrant educational 
space,” Tian says.

“Ultimately, our goal transcends 
the mere appreciation of traditional 
attire. We strive for innovation, to 
blend the ancient with the modern, 
and ensure that our rich cultural 
tapestry evolves and thrives.”

Gao Dandan, an associate 
researcher at the museum, says that 
their research revealed a tapestry of 
influence and integration among 
ethnic groups. “Despite their diver­
sity and different clothing styles, 
regional commonalities emerge due 
to similar geographical situations. 
For example, long robes were 
favored by some ethnic groups from 
the north, while those from the 
south preferred to wear two-piece 
suits, either pairing a blouse with 
trousers or a skirt,” she says.

In this way, the Ethnic Costume 
Museum serves as a guardian of 
China’s sartorial history, ensuring 
that the threads of tradition and the 
love woven into each garment 
endure for generations to come.

Gao emphasizes that the unique­
ness of each ethnic group’s attire lies 
in its intricacies.

Take, for instance, the clothing of 
the Oroqen people in Northeast 
China, which is made from animal 
hides or furs. Inhabiting the frigid

Silver decorations of the Miao ethnic group (above left) and bedsheet design of the Tujia ethnic group 
(above right) on display at the museum. Also on display is a hat made of deer leather from the Oroqen 
people (top), and a pair of silver dangling earrings of the Tujia people, photos by wang anqi / for china daily
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To help protect the wonder, 

Mei volunteered as a guardian, 
patrolling 20 km each day to dis­
suade people from taking bricks, 
scribbling on the wall or drop­
pinglitter.

“My family worried that it 
would be dangerous to hike in 
the mountains by myself, so I 
always took a wooden stick with 
me to drive the wild animals 
away” Mei says.

In 1984, a Great Wall protection 
campaign was launched in Bei­
jing and was quickly picked up by 
villagers in Shixia. Realizing the 
significance of heritage protec­
tion, more and more of them 
returned the bricks they had tak­
en and joined Mei on patrol.

In 2006, and then head of the 
village, Mei helped set up a local 
volunteer protection association, 
and about 80 of the village’s 100 or 
so residents joined as guardians. 

Inspired by her uncle, Mei’s 
niece Liu Hongyan, followed in 
his footsteps and officially 
became a Great Wall guardian in 
2019.

“When I was a child, my uncle 
always told me his patrol stories 
and talked about the history of 
the Great Wall,” Liu says. “It is my 
mission and responsibility to 
protect cultural heritage.”

China has continued to step up 
efforts to protect the Great Wall. 
From 2015 to 2023, the country 
approved 289 protection and 
maintenance projects, and more 
than 6,800 guardians nationwide 
are dedicated to protection work. 

Today, more advanced technol­
ogy has been adopted for protec­
tion. At the Badaling scenic area, 
which is one of the most popular 
sections of the wall, a drone 
patrol platform and intelligent 
scenic area management plat­
form play vital roles in this effort. 

According to Liu Manli, deputy 
director of the Yanqing cultural 
heritage bureau, the two plat­
forms will be upgraded in terms 
of resource sharing, process coor­
dination and data analysis.

The Shixiaguan section of the 
Great Wall has not yet been 
opened to the public. “It is my 
biggest wish to see heritage well- 
preserved and available to visit, 
encouraging more people to join 
us in protecting the Great Wall,” 
Mei says.

r •

When I was a child, 
my uncle always 
told me his patrol 
stories.... It is my 
mission and 
responsibility to 
protect cultural 
heritage.”
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For example, Zhangjiajie in Hun­
an province stands out for its 569 
percent increase in inbound tourists 
in the first half of this year. With its 
primordial forests and splendid 
mountains, foreign travelers are 
eager to see the magnificent natural 
landscape.

Sichuan province has become a 
popular destination for foreign 
tourists, particularly from South 
Korea. This surge can be attributed 
to the introduction of “panda tour­
ism” itineraries by South Korean 
travel agencies.

Jaeho Hwang, director of the 
Institute for Global Strategy and 
Cooperation, says that as more 
international tourists visit China, 
misunderstandings and prejudices 

From the bustling capital city of 
Beijing to the mountainous city of 
Zhangjiajie, China is abuzz with an 
influx of foreign tourists.

As many of them share their expe­
riences online, “China TYavel” has 
become a buzzword on overseas 
social media. Their firsthand stories 
offer fresh perspectives that debunk 
the claims perpetuated by some 
Western media outlets against 
China, and give foreigners a more 
comprehensive and authentic view 
of China.

“Most of my knowledge of China is 
limited to what Fve heard in the news 
cycles over the last few years,” Austra­
lian video blogger Josie says in a vlog 
about her first journey in China. 

After visiting the eastern city of

speech, Li said that he believed the 
honor belonged to everyone who 
loves cinema.

Yu Shi took home the Best New 
Talent award for his portrayal of Ji 
Fa, die brave, charming son of the 
noble played by Li. Yu said that he 
had worked in the film industry for 
seven years and that during diis 
time, he had experienced long peri­
ods of waiting, repeating training 
tasks that seemed meaningless to 
some people, and that finally receiv­
ing the award was a great honor, as 
well as a source of encouragement 
and motivation.

Couple and creative duo Dong 
Runnian and Ying Luojia took home 
Best Screenplay for their comedy hit 
Johnny Keep Walking!, a satire 
exposing problems at internet com­
panies. Dong said that winning the 
award felt like a dream come true, 
because it has been part of his life 
since he was a child.
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will gradually diminish. 
“People from all over the world 

will truly understand the wonders 
of Chinese culture and the enthusi­
asm of the people,” he says.

This surge of excitement has been 
ignited by China’s expanding visa- 
free policy and improved services 
for inbound tourists.

The country lias rolled out a 15-day 
visa-free entry policy for 15 countries 
on a trial basis and has expanded the 
coverage of its 144-hour visa-free 
transit policy to 37 polls of entry, 
allowing nationals of 54 countries 
the opportunity for short-term travel 
and business visits.

It has also taken measures to 
improve services such as easing the 
use of mobile payment for foreign­
ers, implementing reservation-free 
entry policies at scenic spots, and 
offering multiple languages and 
payment methods to assist interna­
tional travelers in purchasing tick­

noble in the fantasy epic Creation of 
the Gods I: Kingdom of Storms. It 
was the second win for the 70-year- 
old actor, 33 years after his bio-

Above top: Zhang Yimou wins the Best Director in Chengdu on 
Sunday. Above: Directors Xie Junwei (left) and Zou Jing (right) 
alongside producer Song Yiyi win the Excellent Film award for the 
animated film Chang'an. photos provided to china daily

time was aged between 20 and 24, 
Lu said this suggests that the main­
stream cinema audience is the same 
group, only now five years older, 
which hints at the potential loss of 
younger viewers.

He added that some directors 
have worked hard to attract a 
younger audience, exemplified by 
films that explore hotly debated top­
ics or which incorporate short-video 
elements, a format popular among 
the younger generation, in feature­
length films that typically run for 
two hours.

Yin Hong, the vice-chairman of 
the China Film Association and a 
professor at Tsinghua University, 
said that the domestic audience has 
shown a trend toward recognizing 
and preferring films about Chinese 
culture or local themes, which dem­
onstrates the improvement in the 
storytelling and artistic quality of 
Chinese films.

“China is currently one of the few 
countries where the market share of 
domestic fihns surpasses imported 
blockbusters,” said Yin, adding that 
this was a testament to the progress 
achieved by local talent.

According to statistics from the 
China Film Administration, the top 
sector regulator, in 2022 and 2023, 
box-office grosses from home pro­
ductions accounted for 84.85 per­
cent and 83.77 percent respectively 
of annual cinematic revenues.

Director Wuershan, who is 
known for the Creation of the Gods 
series, said he believes that with its 
millennial history, Chinese civiliza­
tion offers plentiful inspiration for 
domestic artists.

The rise in popularity of films 
about traditional culture has 
sparked an increased interest 
among young audiences in explor­
ing cultural heritage, he added, say­
ing that he has found that more 
young theatergoers have begun 
visiting museums and showing 
interest in traditional Chinese 
medicine and martial arts as a 
result.

“The Chinese film industry still 
has a long journey ahead. Don’t let 
the length of the road deter you — 
once you take the first step, you 
will reach your destination,” he 
said.

Shanghai, she says that what she 
saw really surprised her.

“Most of the concerns I had about 
China were simply not coming true. 
As I explored more of the city, con­
stant smiles, curious kids and the 
general friendliness of everyone we 
met made me so comfortable and 
welcomed,” she says.

Josie’s experiences are echoed by 
millions of foreign tourists who are 
wowed by China’s advancements in 
modern technology and rich culture 
as they ride the trend of China travel. 

Many highlighted keywords like 
“unexpected” “never imagined” or 
“unbelievable” on social media to 
describe their travels in China.

Hidetoshi Tashiro, chief econo­
mist of Japan’s Infinity LLC, who 

ets without too much trouble.
Thanks to these efforts, 14.64 mil­

lion foreign nationals entered China 
through various ports in the first 
half of this year, an increase of 153 
percent year-on-year. Remarkably, 
8.54 million foreigners entered visa- 
free, a 190 percent leap from the pre­
vious year, according to the National 
Immigration Administration.

“This demonstrates China’s deter­
mination to expand people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges and improve the 
institutions and mechanisms of 
opening-up,” says Hwang.

As the world seeks a deeper 
understanding of China, the coun­
try welcomes this enthusiasm and 
curiosity. With an increasing 
number of foreign travelers visit­
ing China, their stories will tran­
scend borders and foster mutual 
understanding.

which tells a panoramic story of the 
War to Resist US Aggression and 
Aid Korea (1950-53), won the Best 
Film award.

Fu Ruoqing, chairman of the 
China Film Group Corporation, the 
main producer of the epic, says that 
Chen and his fellow creators have 
already dedicated four years to the 
franchise, adding that the sequel 
will be released in October, with the 
third installment scheduled for 
release next year.

Chang’an, last summer’s animat­
ed blockbuster, won the Excellent 
Film Award. Named after the capital 
of the Tang Dynasty (618-907), the 
film chronicles the lifelong friend­
ship between two legendary poets, 
Li Bai and Gao Shi, while also depict­
ing the lives of other renowned liter­
ature masters of the era, such as Du 
Fu and Wang Wei.

Xie Junwei, who codirected the 
film with Zou Jing, said that the 
award will encourage him and fel­
low' animators from Light Chaser 
Animation to make more films 
about the beauty of Chinese culture 
and history.

Zhu Yilong w'on Best Actor for 
Lighting Up the Stars, a feel-good 
tale about the father-daughter-like 
relationship between an orphaned 
girl and a funeral director. Yang 
Enyou, the 10-year-old who plays 
the young girl, accepted the trophy 
on behalf of Zhu and called the 
actor, who w'asn’t able to attend the 
ceremony as he was shooting a new 
movie. Zhu expressed his surprise at 
winning and said that he felt a 
strong connection to the role.

Li Xuejian won Best Supporting 
Actor for his masterful portrayal of a

graphical film Jiao Yulu won Best 
Film and Best Actor at the 14th 
Hundred Flowers Aw'ards in 1991.

Bowing to the audience before his

*

also recently traveled to Shanghai, 
says he did not see the so-called 
“desolate scenes” in Chinese cities 
mentioned in some news reports.

“What I saw were fuel-powered 
and electric vehicles driving along­
side each other on the roads, as well 
as bustling new construction sites,” 
he says.

“From cashless payments to traf­
fic guidance systems, almost every 
aspect of China’s society has been 
digitized. The streets are clean and 
the cityscape is beautiful,” he adds. 

Besides major cities and land­
marks popular with foreigners, 
many lesser-known cities and even 
tallages are on the radar. Smaller 
and bespoke tours are also emerg­
ing to fulfill these needs.

. I
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Middle: Winners and judges at the 37th Hundred Flowers Awards in Chengdu, Sichuan province, on Sunday. Left: Ma Li wins Best Actress for Article 20. photos by tang wenhao / xinhua Top left: Li Xuejian, 70, is 
honored with the Best Supporting Actor Award. Top right: Actor Yu Shi receives the Best New Talent Award. Right: Fu Ruoqing. chairman of the China Film Group Corporation, is honored with the Best Film 
Award for the epic The Volunteers: To the War, largely financed by the company, photos provided to china daily
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Insider insights
Aside from the award ceremony, a 

range of activities including themed 
forums and film screenings were 
held from Friday to Sunday as a plat­
form for industry insiders to 
exchange ideas on the future of the 
Chinese film industry.

Lu Shaoyang, president of the 
working committee of film theory 
and critic at the China Film Associa­
tion and a professor at Peking Uni­
versity, said that a survey they 
conducted revealed that the prima­
ry audience of regular cinemagoers 
is aged between 25 and 30.

Reflecting on a similar survey 
conducted five years ago that 
showed the primary audience at the

&
__  1

n Sunday night, 101 jurors 
representing movie 
enthusiasts from across 
the country assembled in

Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan 
province, to select the recipients of 
the 37th Hundred Flowers Aw'ards. 
Established under the advocacy of 
former premier Zhou Enlai in 1962, it 
is China’s oldest cinematic accolade. 

Zhang Yimou, the auteur known 
for his work on the opening and 
closing ceremonies of both the 2008 
Summer Olympic Games and 2022 
Winter Olympic Games, took home 
the Best Director Award for Article 
20, a film inspired by real-life cases 
of justifiable defense. It was the 
eighth time for the 74-year-old 
director to be honored at the Hun­
dred Flowers Awards, but his first 
time wanning best director.

Zhang said that the award was a 
testament to public recognition and 
he felt honored to have been nomi­
nated alongside four fellow film- 
makers, including Rao Xiaozhi and 
Wuershan, whom he praised as the 
future of China’s film industry.

1

China’s longest-running film award announces winners; 
Xu Fan reports in Chengdu.

Shining stars
Held biennially, the Hundred 

Flowers Awards is seen as a retro­
spective of the best Chinese films of 
the previous two years, as well as a 
glamorous event that attracts 
numerous A-list stars.

A thought-provoking story that 
delves into concepts of justice, Arti­
cle 20 also picked up two other 
awards — Ma Li for Best Actress and 
Zhao Liying for Best Supporting 
Actress.

Upon wanning the Best Actress 
Award with 48 votes, Ma was over­
joyed and unable to hold back her 
tears.

Embarking on her acting journey 
as a member of the comedy troupe 
Mahua FunAge, Ma said that it had 
taken her 20 years to transition 
from comedy to the prestigious 
Hundred Flowers Awards 
ceremony.

“The past two decades have been 
very challenging. There w'ere times 
when I even thought about giving 
up because comedians are some­
times undervalued,” she said, 
emphasizing that her passion for 
acting had enabled her to persevere. 

Director Chen Kaige’s epic The 
Volunteers: To the War, the first 
installment of a scheduled trilogy

J. I
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Love for home shines through

Forty works of late sculptor Yan Dehui are on display at the National Art Museum of China in Beijing, Lin Qi reports.
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New finds indicate a legendary state in Shaoxing
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Moreover, archaeologists have 
found that the original complexes 
were built on high platforms, indi­
cating they were government offices 
since at die time only government 
buildings were elevated.

The complexes from both periods 
show evidence of buried wooden 
foundations and buildings on plat­
forms. “This shows an innovative 
way of building that probably com-

ByWANGRU
wangrul @chinadaity.com.cn

bines the use of traditional Yue state 
stilt houses and Central Plains-style 
buildings,” says Li.

“I believe this is a way of construc­
tion invented by the Yue prevented 
their buildings from settling. ... 
Then when the Han rulers built 
there, they inherited the Yue meth­
ods,” he adds.

Qin Dashu, an archaeology profes­
sor at Peking University, says that the

- ’

The exhibition shows a typed rec­
ommendation letter for Yan in 
French and signed by Liu Haisu in 
his own hand, in which the latter 
described Yan’s work as of “Eastern 
particularity” and “highly esteemed 
and appreciated”.

Liu Haisu wrote that, Yan, to fur­
ther improve his skills, went to 
France to draw inspiration from 
European arts to meld them har­
moniously with the Eastern forms, 
a skill “which he was certainly able 
to master”

Yan’s studies in France were fruit­
ful. He enrolled in the Ecole Nation­
ale Superieure des Beaux Arts, the 
time-honored school in Paris. His 
graduation thesis writing was halt­
ed during World War II, but he man­
aged to finish his studies after the 
war ended.

‘Yan’s work shows his solid disci­
plines in school and a figurative 
method to master,” says Wu Wei-

shan, a sculptor in his own right. 
“He treated his subjects as delicately 
as Auguste Rodin and as expressive­
ly as Antoine Bourdelle,” he adds.

Walking Alone, a work on display, 
sets a fine example. Shao Xiaofeng, a 
researchei' at the National Art Muse­
um of China, says the nude statue 
shows the results of the academic 
training Yan received in Paris.

“By giving a definition to her soft, 
well-fit silhouette, he hails the inner 
energy of life,” Shao says, adding the 
depiction of a figure walking alone 
also reveals the confusion and lonel­
iness of Yan in a foreign land.

Yan never forgot his roots. Born in 
Zhejiang province, he began to learn 
boxwood carving — his home prov­
ince produced skillful artisans of the 
kind — at the age of 13 from famed 
carvers.

Several boxwood sculptures he 
made in France are also on show at 
the current exhibition.

During the decades he lived in 
France, he continued with this craft, 
a way to retain an emotional link 
with his homeland and also to 
source from Chinese elements.

While his Western-style sculptures 
were on show at Parisian exhibitions 
and collected by museums, he also 
endeavored to make his home art 
better known to Europeans.

He exhibited a wood carving, 
Hide and Seek, at a show at the 
Grand Palais in 1938. He joined the 
Chinese Society' of Art in France 
which promoted traditional Chi­
nese art. And his graduation thesis 
was a study of the sculptures of the 
Jin (265-420) and Sui (581-618) 
dynasties.

Wu Weishan says the Chinese side 
of Yan’s art continued to influence 
his work, especially those in the lat­
er stage of his career.

“His works, enriched by spirituali­
ty and philosophy of his home art, 
allowed him to initiate a smooth 
dialogue between the East and the 
West,” he sums up.

The latest archaeological discov­
eries in Shaoxing in Zhejiang prov­
ince appear to confirm records of 
the existence of a legendary state 
millennia ago.

Complex large-scale foundations 
from the Yue State, which existed 
during the Warring States Period 
(475-221 BC), have been discovered 
for the first time in Shaoxing 
ancient city, which is known to have 
been the site of an important Yue 
capital, scholars explained at a 
recent news conference at the 
National Cultural Heritage Admin­
istration in Beijing.

The Jizhong Site in Shaoxing was 
discovered during a construction 
project at the Shaoxing Jishan High 
School last year. It lias yielded 
results over the past five months 
since archaeological efforts started 
in February. The area under excava­
tion covers nearly 3,000 square 
meters.

Li Longbin, director of the 
Shaoxing Institute of Cultural Rel­
ics and Archaeology, says that the 
remains of wooden foundations 
from the Warring States Period and 
the Han Dynasty (206 BC-AD 220)

earliest foundations are well-pre­
served, and display characteristics 
very different to contemporaneous 
structures in northern China, and 
thus play an important role in the 
history of the country’s architecture. 

According to Li, archaeologists 
have excavated a few Yue sites, par­
ticularly tombs, but all the earlier 
sites were located outside Shaoxing 
ancient city, which is part of the 
modem Shaoxing, and only the new 
site is located within the confines of 
the ancient city.

According to historical literature, 
King Goujian assumed the Yue 
throne in 496 BC, and three years 
later, the state was invaded and 
defeated by a neighboring power, 
the Wu, who took Goujian captive 
and held him until 490 BC.

Following his release, Goujian 
built a new capital in Shaoxing 
ancient city and is said to have lived 
a humble life. He slept on piles of 
firewood and hay, used his weapons 
as a pillow, and hung bitter gall in 
his home, licking it every day' to 
remind himself of the bitterness and 
shame of being captured. Through 
much resolve and immense effort, 
he finally built up Yue strength and 
defeated Wu 17 years later. 

“Carbon dating shows that the site

are densely distributed across the 
site. The later Han complex w'as 
built on the site of an earlier struc­
ture covering an area of 2,385 
square meters.

Based on records, archaeologists 
believe that the Warring States 
Period relics are from the Yue, a 
state that ruled part of today’s Zhe­
jiang and Jiangsu provinces and 
Shanghai.

A large number of tiles have been 
found from both periods, w'hich 
imply the existence of important 
buildings. “From the Warring States 
Period to the Han Dynasty, only 
important buildings had tiles. The 
large number and types of tiles 
unearthed clearly indicate that the 
site was originally home to impor­
tant buildings,” says Li.

a phenomenon of the first half of the 
20th century.

Yan, however, did not find fame as 
much as his contemporaries in 
Europe — Xu Beihong, Liu Kaiqu 
and Wu Guanzhong — to name only 
a few who later became luminous 
figures and helped shape the Chi­
nese art scene.

Before that, Yan had attended 
Shanghai Fine Art School, greatly 
inspired by the words of Liu Haisu, 
the school head and artist of repute, 
that “the mission of the school is to 
research on the latest developments 
of European art and meanwhile, to 
rediscover the treasures in the pal­
ace of our own culture, and blaze 
new trails for the revival of Chinese 
arts and culture”

Finishing his initial art education 
at home and teaching at his alma 
mater for some years, Yan thus trav­
eled to France to follow the tenets of 
Liu Haisu.

From top: Fisherman, a boxwood sculpture, on show at Shaping 
Techniques From Within at the National Art Museum of China in 
Beijing. Two statues of Yan’s daughter Marianne Yen on display. 
PHOTOS BY JIANG DONG / CHINA DAILY

From left: Yan Dehui (1908-87) admired a lion sculpture during his visit to Beijing in 1977. The sculptor gave finishing touches to an artwork at his studio in Paris. Yan and modern artist Pan Yuliang at his studio 
in France, photos provided to china daily

Above: The Jizhong Site under excavation covers nearly 3,000
square meters in Zhejiang province’s Shaoxing ancient city, the site 
of high-level buildings of an important Yue state capital during the 
Warring States Period (475-221 BC). Above left: A brick well built in 
the Six Dynasties (222-589) at the site, photos provided to china daily

dates to 2,500 years ago, and stands 
as testimony to the recorded history 
of King Goujian establishing his cap­
ital in Shaoxing ancient city,” says Li. 

“As a result, it’s a big discovery 
since it fills in a blank about why no 
Yue state relics had been found 
within Shaoxing ancient city, and 
offers clues to the study of the layout 
of the capital,” he adds.

Artifacts from later dynasties 
have also been found at the site, 
including from the Six Dynasties 
(222-589), and the Sui (581-618), 
Tang (618-907) and Song (960-1279) 
dynasties.

One standout find is of part of a 
tablet written by Southern Song 
Dynasty (1127-1279) historian and 
poet Lu You, which was unearthed 
at the site last year, alongside a large 
number of building units and 
ceramics found more recently, 
which together indicate that the site 
may have been Shaoxing’s guanxue, 
a type of government-sponsored 
educational institution for nurtur­
ing talent during the Song Dynasty'. 

“The Jizhong Site boasts a wealth 
of artifacts. The area is full of foun­
dations of buildings that were in use 
for a long time,” says Li.

“These buildings, spanning differ­
ent eras, exhibit the features of high- 
level architecture, providing 
evidence of ancient Shaoxing’s role 
as a political, economic and cultural 
hub in the southeastern region of 
China,” he adds.

u Weishan, director of 
the National Art 
Museum of China, 
recollects a long car 

ride one winter morning in the 
Bourgogne-Franche-Comte region, 
eastern France in 2018.

Through the woods delivering “a 
poetic mood to remind one of the 
landscapes of Barbizon school”, Wu 
and his colleagues arrived at the end 
of a country road where stood the 
former studio of Yan Dehui (1908- 
87), the Chinese sculptor who lived 
and worked in France since the 
1930s till death.

They were greeted by Yan’s 
daughter, Marianne Yen, who ush­
ered the visiting group into the 
house, in which “sculptures filled 
almost every corner of the room, the 
desks and the top of packed book 
cabinets,” Wu recalls, “and there 
were unfinished works and chunks 
othuangyangmu (boxwood) left for 
carving”.

Wu says he had never met Yan, 
but “seeing his works, as if I had 
seen the man” He adds: “The works, 
carrying the marks of his hands and 
fingers, whether been done or not, 
touched us deeply, all the while con­
veying his homesickness.”

The trip was arranged for a meet­
ing with Yan’s daughter who wished 
to donate his works to his home 
country.

The fruits of this journey — 40 
works from Yan’s oeuvre and a dona­
tion by his family — are on show at 
Shaping Techniques From Within, 
at the National Art Museum of Chi­
na in Beijing. Part of the works are 
on show until Sunday and the rest 
through to Aug 14.

The exhibition provides insights 
into those clues in his work: his deep 
love for family, the modern art 
movements he was exposed to while 
in France, and the Chinese cultural 
roots that kept him warm and nur­
tured him while living far away from 
home.

Yan left for France in 1938, mak­
ing him a member of groups of Chi­
nese youngsters studying in Europe,
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