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By OUYANG SHIJIA
and ZHOU LANXU

China celebrates National Day as 
jmarch to modernization gains pace

China introduced and marked its 
first Martyrs’ Day in 2014. The event 
fells on Sept 30 every year ahead of 
the country’s National Day on Oct 1. 

Since the first Martyrs’ Day, Xi has 
made a tradition of paying tribute to 
the people’s heroes on that day.

Every year on Martyrs’ Day, local

governments throughout the coun­
try organize public ceremonies to 
commemorate the martyrs.

At a ceremony awarding the high­
est State honors on Sunday, Xi called 
on the whole country to look to the 
heroes and forge ahead in unity to 
build a strong nation.

Xi straightened the ribbons on the 
baskets before leading other senior 
officials in a walk around the monu­
ment to pay tribute.

Children and representatives from 
all walks of life also filed up to the 
monument in an orderly manner 
and laid flowers to pay homage.

By XU WEI 
miwei@chinadaily.com.cn

reform and development.
She said that since the founding 

of the People’s Republic of China, die 
Communist Party of China has led 
the people in creating the remarka­
ble miracle that has captured world­
wide attention.

In the new era, under the strong 
leadership of the CPC Central Com­
mittee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its 
core, China has achieved historic 
accomplishments and undergone 
historic transformation, she said, add­
ing that foreign experts have made 
outstanding contributions to China’s 
modernization drive, which the Chi­
nese people will always remember.

Their comments followed anoth­
er robust rally day on Monday. That 
came after a strong rebound in the 
A-share market last week that was 
propelled by higher market liquidi­
ty and the recovery of investors’ 
risk appetite amid die latest sup­
port measures.

On Monday, the Shenzhen Com­
ponent Index spiked 10.67 per­
cent, while the technology- 
focused ChiNext in Shenzhen 
surged 15.36 percent. The com­
bined trading value at the Shang­
hai and Shenzhen exchanges hit 
an all-time high of about 2.6 tril­
lion yuan ($371 billion).

Thomas Fang, head of China 
global markets at UBS, said that 
markets reacted positively and 
immediately after the Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee and the 
financial regulatory authorities 
issued a series of favorable policies 
last week.

“Driven by the recent strong poli­
cy signals, market expectations 
have been rectified decisively, and 

Zhou Maohua, a researcher at 
China Everbright Bank, said that 
September’s manufacturing uptick 
came with a modest recovery in 
domestic demand and resilience in 
external demand, as well as with 
policies taking effect that are aimed 
at driving equipment upgrades and 
consumer trade-in deals for con­
sumer goods.

Meanwhile, Zhou noted that Chi­
na’s manufacturing sector is still 
grappling with pressing challenges 
from lukewarm demand and the 
high operational pressures that 
companies are facing.

Citing China’s weaker-than-ex- 
pected economic indicators in July 
and August, Betty Wang, lead econ­
omist at British think tank Oxford 
Economics, said that China’s 
growth ‘lias likely weakened on a 
sequential basis in the third quar­
ter, translating into 4.6 percent 
year-on-year growth, a notch lower 
than the 4.7 percent rise in the sec­
ond quarter”.

An overnight autumn rainfall in 
Beijing added a solemn touch to the 
grand annual ceremony that was 
held on Monday at Tian’anmen 
Square to mark tire nation’s 11th 
Martyrs’ Day.

The ceremony fell on the eve of 
the 75 th anniversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic of China.

President Xi Jinping, who is also 
general secretary of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee 
and chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, and other Party and 
State leaders attended the ceremony 
to present flower baskets to honor 
the people’s heroes.

The top leaders, including Li 
Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, 
Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang, Li Xi and 
Han Zheng, were joined by repre­
sentatives from all walks of life at 
the ceremony.

In the center of the square, a giant 
flower basket with the words “best 
wishes for the motherland” repre­
sented the Chinese people’s great 
shared hope for the country’s future 
prosperity.

The Monument to the People’s 
Heroes at the square featured two 
groups of flower beds decorated with 
18 wreaths that included flowers 
such as white chrysanthemums.

In front of the monument, more 
than 2,400 representatives from all 
walks of life stood in lines with flow­
ers in their hands.

Among them were veteran sol­
diers, relatives of martyrs, represent­
atives of the recipients of national 
medals and national honorary titles, 
young students and children.

The trumpeters of the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army Military 
Band played solemnly, reminding 
people of the turbulent years in 
history.

The ceremony officially began at 
10 am. The military band played 
the national anthem, and the 
whole audience sang the anthem in 
unison.

Then everyone stood in silence, 
paying tribute to the martyrs who 
sacrificed their lives for the cause of 
liberation of the Chinese people and 
the development of the People’s 
Republic of China.

Afterward, children holding flow­
ers sang and saluted the Monument 
to the People’s Heroes.

The military band performed 
another solemn song for the flower 
presentation, while 18 soldiers 
steadily carried the flower baskets, 
walked slowly toward the monu­
ment, and placed the baskets at the 
base of the monument.

Xi, together with other Party and 
State leaders, stepped up to the foot 
of the monument, stopped at the 
flower baskets and then watched 
with great reverence.

By ZHANG YUNBI 
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn

China conferred the 2024 Chi­
nese Government Friendship 
Award on Monday on 100 foreign 
experts working in the country, in 
recognition of their contributions 
to China’s development.

State Councilor Shen Yiqin pre­
sented the Friendship Award to 
the honorees at die Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing.

On behalf of the Chinese govern­
ment, Shen extended congratula­
tions to the laureates and 
expressed gratitude to all foreign 
experts and their families for their 
support of China’s construction, 
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As Chinese bourses record his­
toric daily gains, with the Shanghai 
Composite Index up more than 8 
percent and moving above the 
3,300-point level, policymakers in 
China will likely take bolder moves 
than expected to bolster the 
world’s second-largest economy in 
the following months, analysts 
said on Monday.

More tools are expected to come 
into play, including further stimulus 
packages, the issuance of additional 
central government bonds, and 
more easing in tire housing sector. 

Although weaker-than-expected 
data in recent months suggests 
that China’s GDP growth is likely to 
have decelerated in the third quar­
ter, analysts believe China is still 
able to achieve its annual growth 
target of around 5 percent this 
year, given recently announced 
supportive policies and the incre­
mental policies that are soon to be 
introduced.

investor confidence restored signif­
icantly,” Fang said. “The key next 
steps to wratch wall be any material 
improvement of macro data and 
companies’ financials. In addition 
to the implementation of the 
announced policies, it will be criti­
cal to further introduce follow- 
through measures and continue to 
deliver consistent policy signals.”

Fang said the stimulus fiscal pol­
icies are essential to solidifying 
confidence and boosting much- 
needed consumption. “Robust sup­
port and protection for private 
enterprises and entrepreneurs is 
what the market is hoping for. Poli­
cymakers should send firm and 
consistent signals to the market in 
the manner that is most receptive 
to the market.”

Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed on Monday that 
China’s official purchasing manag­
ers index for the manufacturing 
sector rose slightly from 49.1 in 
August to 49.8 in September, just 
below the 50-point mark that sepa­
rates contraction from expansion.

founding of the People’s Republic 
of China 75 years ago a landmark 
event that demonstrated that the 
Chinese people had stood up, ush­
ering in a new epoch in history 
toward the great rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation.

China has been profoundly 
transformed, and “our nation is 
marching forward on an irreversi­
ble historical course of rejuvena­
tion”, he emphasized.

Meanwhile, the president point­
ed out that tiie best wray to cele­
brate the nation’s birthday is to 
carry forward the unprecedented 
cause of building China into a 
great modern socialist country in 
all respects and advancing the 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation 
on all fronts by pursuing Chinese 
modernization.

He reiterated the need to uphold 
the leadership of the Communist 
Party of China, saying that the Par­
ty should always be at the core, 
leading and coordinating all 
efforts and undertakings.

“We should consistently enforce 
full and rigorous self-discipline of 
the Party, and steer China’s great 
social transformation through the 
Party’s self-renewal.”

Xi reiterated pledges to deepen 
reform and opening-up across the 
board and to promote high-quality 
development

f

President Xi Jinping reaffirmed 
the nation’s foreign policy goal of 
safeguarding world peace and pro­
moting common development on 
Monday, saying that Beijing will 
always advance the common values 
of humanity and advocate an equal 
and orderly multipolar world.

Addressing a grand reception to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
the founding of the People’s Repub­
lic of China, the president said Chi­
na wall continue to play an active 
part in the reform and develop­
ment of global governance, and will 
endeavor to build a community 
wath a shared future for mankind. 

“In advancing Chinese moderni­
zation, we must adhere to the path 
of peaceful development,” he told 
thousands of dignitaries at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing. 

“We will always stand on the 
right side of history and human 
progress,” he said, adding that Chi­
na will also vigorously advocate 
“peace, development, cooperation 
and mutual benefit, and do our 
best to promote world peace and 
tranquility and human progress” 

The reception, held one day 
before National Day, brought 
together dignitaries including Par- 
tyand State leaders, foreign envoys 
and recipients of national honors. 

In his speech, Xi called the

Top: President Xi Jinping walks in tribute around the Monument to the People's Heroes at Tian’anmen 
Square in Beijing on Monday at an event to mark Martyrs’ Day, which is annually observed one day 
before National Day. yin bogu/ xinhua

Above: President Xi and other Party and State leaders attend a ceremony to present flower baskets for
people’s heroes at Tian’anmen Square in Beijing on Monday, xie huanchi / xinhua

President Xi Jinping delivers a speech on Monday at a grand recep­
tion at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China. 
FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY
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President also reaffirms nation's goal 
of promoting common development

Friendship Award honors
100 expats’ contributions
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CULTURAL JOURNEY

Balancing between the virtual and actual
Museums around China are diving headfirst into harnessing the transformative power of new technology, Deng Zhangyu reports.
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Gong Yuwu, deputy director, Shanghai Museum 
information center

Contact the writer at
dengzhangyu@chinadaily.com.cn
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way to appreciate art,” Gong says. 
After the show, people can view 

the paintings in the show in the oth­
er halls, a process of exploration that 
helps them understand the stories 
and culture behind the art.

Gong says that visitors, especially 
the young and parents with chil­
dren, are often better versed in the 
subject, and so expect a more pro­
found experience than simply look­
ing at digital paintings.

“Digital technology is just a tool to 
help enhance the experience and 
attract more people to museums. 
The most advanced technology is 
not necessarily the best; what mat­
ters is what is most suitable for the 
presentation and experience of the 
exhibition,” Gong says.

Poetic Jiangnan was coproduced 
by a Shanghai-based media compa­
ny, Motion Magic. Zhou Mingzhe, a 
marketing manager of the company, 
says that the demand from muse­
ums to produce immersive shows

1911). It depicts vivid street scenes in 
Nanjing (called Jinling) of the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279). Visitors can 
interact with the 110-meter digital 
re-creation by wearing special elec­
trical bracelets, and are able to set 
off fireworks in the painting, talk to 
vendors and a fortuneteller, and 
even play with cats and dogs.

With the implementation of the 
144-hour visa-free policy this year, 
many foreign tourists have come to 
the museum to experience the digi­
tal exhibition, according to the 
museum’s director Ai Lin.

The passion of museums for pro­
ducing immersive digital shows can 
largely be attributed to the national 
drive toward the digital economy, in 
support of which many policies and 
guidelines have been issued in the 
past two years.

Last September, the Ministry of 
Industry and Information Technolo­
gy and five other governmental bod­
ies issued a Three-Year Action Plan 
for the Innovative Development of 
the Metaverse Industry (2023-25). 
The plan sets specific goals for vari­
ous sectors, including museums, 
and strongly supports the wide 
application of metaverse technology, 
as a result of which, many museums 
now have digital employees.

In May, the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism and several other 
ministries released the Action Plan 
for the Innovative Development of

quipped with a virtual 
reality headset and back­
pack, visitors are able to 
explore seven sacrificial

pits at the Sanxingdui archaeologi­
cal site up close. They can walk into 
them, crouch down to examine 
artifacts buried in the soil, follow 
archaeologists into the studio to 
watch the process of restoration, 
and even hold in their hands 
important items unearthed at the 
site, such as the famous gold mask. 

In reality, this would be impossible 
at the site in Guanghan, Sichuan 
province. The seven sacrificial pits are 
carefully protected inside large, tem­
perature- and humidity-controlled 
glass-walled rooms, and visitors can 
only watch archaeologists work from 
a distance.

This virtual exploration of the 
Sanxingdui archaeological site is the 
latest interactive experience from 
the Sanxingdui Museum, and marks 
an innovative step in the museum’s 
digital transformation.

Since the beginning of August, the 
museum, one of the most popular in 
China, has been offering a trial ver­
sion of the VR exploration of its 
newly excavated sacrificial pits, and 
since then, the 30-minute virtual 
experience has been enjoyed by a 
large number of visitors. Eager par­
ticipants have had to wait in long 
lines every day.

Dong Jing, deputy director of the 
Sanxingdui Museum, says that the 
virtual exploration, which combines 
VR with archaeological data, pro­
vides users with a real and vivid 
interactive experience.

When Dong and her team took 
the program to the 10th Chinese 
Museums and Relevant Products 
and Technologies Exposition at the 
end of August in Hohhot, capital of 
the Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region, hundreds of visitors lined up 
to try it out.

The experience was offered in a 
special hall at the expo, where doz­
ens of key museums gathered to 
demonstrate innovative high-tech 
programs offering immersive expe­
riences. It became the most popular 
exhibition hall during the event.

This year, the theme of the expo 
focused on the digitalization of 
museums, and especially on ways to 
use digital technology to create 
immersive experiences. It included a 
forum on the topic of the integration 
of digital technology and displays.

Echoing the theme, the forum 
was moderated by two digital ava­
tars, one of them being a digital staff 
member at Beijing’s Capital Muse­
um called Jing Hui. Her tasks at the 
museum include providing person­
alized artificial intelligence-guided 
tours to visitors.

In recent years, museums in China 
have been taking action to embrace 
digitalization. Using technology 
such as big data, virtual reality, aug­
mented reality, and AI to enhance 
the visitor experience is inevitable, 
according to museum directors and 
experts at the forum.

“Offering visitors better service 
and attracting them to museums to 
gain a better understanding of the 
artifacts are our goals in employing 
digital technology?’ Dong says.

The deputy director adds that the 
Sanxingdui Museum opened a new 
branch last year, and set up a special 
exhibition hall for interactive pro­
grams. There, visitors can immerse 
themselves in the society of the 
ancient kingdom of Shu state, a pros­
perous Bronze Age civilization that 
dominated the upper Yangtze River 
region more than 3,000 years ago.

Since its opening last July, the 
new branch lias received more than

From left: Immersive technologies have been used in ongoing exhibitions in museums, including one about Sichuan province’s Sanxingdui Site held at the Capital Museum East Branch in Beijing; an exhibition
about figure paintings across the ages collected by the Palace Museum in the capital; and an oracle-bone exhibition at Yinxu Museum in Anyang. Henan province, photos by jiang dong / china daily
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has been rapidly increasing over the 
past two years and the company has 
already scheduled its collaborations 
with institutions across the country 
for next year.

All museums, from major to pri­
vate, have worked hard to produce 
immersive experiences in recent 
years.

The Hunan Museum in Changsha, 
Hunan province, produced its first 
digital show The Art of Life: Multi­
media Exhibition of Mawangdui 
Han Culture in June to highlight the 
archaeological discoveries at the 
Mawangdui Han Tombs, where 1,000 
artifacts and a well-preserved female 
body dating back over 2 millennia 
were unearthed in 1972. Visitors are 
able to experience life as lived by their 
makers 2,000 years ago.

The Deji Art Museum in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu province, a small, private 
museum, digitalized An Era in Jin­
ling, a historical painting by Feng 
Ning of the Qing Dynasty (1644-

(IJ

5 million visitors. A new digital hall 
dedicated to a giant bronze tree 
unearthed at Sanxingdui is planned 
for next year.

In February, the Shanghai Muse­
um opened a new branch, a two-story 
complex that is an expansion of its 
original downtown location. It has a 
digital hall on the second floor, 
roughly the size of a basketball court, 
which is dedicated to an immersive 
show, titled Poetic Jiangnan.

The 18-minute show takes visitors 
on a journey with a digital avatar of 
renowned Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644) ink painter Dong Qichang, 
with whom they traverse 15 land­
scape paintings created by 12 master 
artists over a span of 1,000 years. All 
the paintings featured in the digital 
show are from the collection of the 
Shanghai Museum.

People can talk to Dong’s digital 
avatar, interact with digital fish 
swimming on the floor, and watch 
digital petals falling into rivers. As 
the seasons change in the paintings, 
the background music also changes. 

The hall opened to the public at 
the end of June and is so popular 
that appointments have to be 
booked two weeks in advance, 
according to Gong Yuwu, deputy 
director of the Shanghai Museum 
information center.

“These kinds of immersive shows 
will definitely be a future trend. They 
give people an easy and interesting

Smart Tourism. It outlined specific 
tasks for museums in terms of 
offering immersive, personalized 
experiences.

Li Qun, director of the National 
Cultural Heritage Administration, 
said at the August expo that muse­
ums have made great strides for­
ward in digitalization. He also 
stressed on many occasions that dig­
ital technology should be vigorously 
promoted to offer better visitor 
experiences.

Since the Zhejiang Provincial 
Museum in Hangzhou first began 
offering Fair Ladies: Images of 
Ancient Women online in 2021, the 
exhibition has undergone several 
iterations with the development of 
digital technology. According to Cai 
Qjn, deputy director of the Zhejiang 
Provincial Museum and curator of 
the exhibition, it’s the “epitome of a 
museum’s road to digitization in 
China”

In 2021, the COVID-19 pandemic 
meant that people had to stay at 
home for a long time, and so the 
Zhejiang Provincial Museum 
released an online exhibition of 
images of women in ancient paint­
ings. It contained about 1,000 paint­
ings from 32 museums, both within 
China and abroad, and permitted 
people to view the show without 
needing to leave their homes.

The following year, the exhibition 
was re-created in real time, and 
additional museums were brought 
in to participate. An exhibition hall 
was set up at the Zhej iang Provincial 
Museum, along with four additional 
spaces at the Jiangxi Provincial 
Museum, the Anhui Museum, the 
Suzhou Museum and the Huzhou 
Museum. Visitors to any of these five 
museums were able to view the halls 
at the other museums on screens 
placed at each location.

Last August, an immersive version 
of the exhibition opened at the Zheji- 
ang Provincial Museum. It created 
an environment that allowed people 
to travel back in time to listen to 
women share their stories, and expe­
rience the eras in which they lived. 
The exhibition was divided into four 
sections, each employing different 
technology to offer a unique experi­
ence. It became popular with young 
people, and brought many women 
visitors to the museum.

“From online to offline, integrat­
ing physical exhibitions with virtual 
ones, the immersive shows now 
offered by many museums are the 
direction of future museum exhibi­
tions,” Cai says.

She believes that viewing art vir­
tually does not offer a true experi­
ence, as it fails to convey the exact 
size, shape and material of the pie­
ces displayed, and so passing a visit 
to an actual museum remains irre­
placeable. However, by incorporat­
ing technology into exhibitions, 
people can have a deeper experience 
that allows them to break the 
boundaries of space and time. 

“The integration of the physical 
and the virtual is an effective meth­
od for museums to spread their 
exhibitions’ influence and enhance 
their services, and a single show can 
continue to improve with the devel­
opment of technology”

The Fair Ladies series was 
upgraded this year to include imag­
es of modern women from around 
the world, and also introduced new 
forms of presentation, such as 
on-site performances and dramas. 

“It seems that a show grows with 
us and with the upgrading of tech­
nology,” Cai adds.
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Digital technology is just a tool to help 
enhance the experience and attract 

more people to museums.”
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Clockwise from top: An immersive show at Shanghai Museum’s new branch enables people to traverse different seasons depicted in Chi­
nese paintings. The exhibition of the Fair Ladies series at Zhejiang Provincial Museum offers an immersive experience. Visitors enjoy a
long-screened digital version of a historical painting at Deji Art Museum in Nanjing. Jiangsu province, photos provided to china daily
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Residents of Urumqi's Shuimogou district take part in an event to 
celebrate the National Day holiday at Shuita Mountain Park in the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region on Monday, wang fei / xinhua

By WANG YING in Shanghai 
wang_ying@chinadaily.com.cn

Contact the writers at
ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn

Fulfilling her long-standing com­
mitment to improving healthcare in 
less-developed regions, Lu Sheng- 
mei, 80, received the national honor­
ary title of People’s Health Worker 
from President Xi Jinping at a grand 
ceremony on Sunday.

Spending her whole career in 
Jiaxian county in Northwest Chi­
na’s Shaanxi province, Lu spear­
headed efforts to promote safer 
childbirth practices and reduce 
infant mortality, including estab­
lishing the first independent pedi­
atrics department at the People’s

Following the latest stimulus 
package announced by the Peo­
ple’s Bank of China, the country’s 
central bank, Wang said her team 
expects that the PBOC will cut the 
reserve requirement ratio by an 
additional 50 basis points in the 
fourth quarter, followed by anoth­
er 20 basis point rate cut to the sev- 
en-day reverse repo rate in the first 
quarter of next year to lower fund­
ing costs in the economy.

“We believe the economy needs 
a consistent policy stance in the

Noting that China will compre­
hensively advance Chinese mod­
ernization and attract talent from 
all over the world, Shen said that 
the country will further deepen 
reform and continue to improve 
the support mechanism for 
recruiting overseas talent.

China will provide a broad 
stage and more convenience for 
foreign experts working and liv-

ism and culture consumption, 
according to Miao.

A large number of plays, dramas, 
exhibitions and activities involving 
intangible cultural heritages will be 
held nationwide.

Shanxi province, for example, 
plans to organize 100 inheritors of 
the intangible cultural heritage of 
noodle-making to jointly make a 
single noodle, said Chen Binbin, 
head of the ministry’s public servi­
ces department.

Tourists are also reminded to 
maintain safety awareness while 
enjoying the holiday. They should 
think twice before choosing unrea­
sonably low-cost tourism prod­
ucts, participating in high-risk 
entertainment events or traveling 
to undeveloped or insecure areas. 

Scenic spots across the country 
are expected to see a surge in visi­
tors during the holiday. The railway 
network is forecast to handle 175 
million passenger trips during the 
10-day National Day holiday travel 
rush, according to China State Rail­
way Group.

By CAO YIN
caoyin@chinadaily.com.cn

ing in China, she said.
Shen also expressed the hope 

that foreign experts will continue 
to contribute to Chinese moderni­
zation and jointly write a new 
chapter of friendship and coopera­
tion between the Chinese people 
and people of other countries.

Andrew Graham and Ian Morri­
son, both senior editors at China 
Daily, are among the 100 winners 
of the 2024 Chinese Government 
Friendship Award. Acting as 

nomic policies that are either 
already in place or soon to be intro­
duced, we believe it is still possible 
for China to achieve the annual 
growth target this year,” Chang add­
ed. “The key focus should be placed 
on stabilizing housing sales and pri­
ces, providing subsidies to low-in­
come groups, as well as stimulating 
effective demand and boosting con­
sumption by either increasing sub­
sidy levels or expanding the range 
of subsidized goods.”

experts in the field of international 
communication, they have made 
great contributions to making the 
voices of China better heard in the 
world.

The Friendship Award is the 
highest honor to commend foreign 
experts who have made outstand­
ing contributions to China’s mod­
ernization drive.

Since its establishment in 1991, 
nearly 2,000 foreign experts have 
received the award.

future and policy coordination 
from the fiscal side,” Wang said. 
“The housing market remains in 
weak shape.... Additional funding 
and supply-side measures to 
destock housing inventories are 
still needed to stabilize the sector.” 

Chang Haizhong, executive 
director of corporates at rating 
agency Fitch Bohua, said further 
incremental fiscal policies will 
soon be rolled out to accelerate the 
economy, including the issuance of 
additional government bonds or 
special treasury bonds.

‘Given the supportive macroeco- 

Hospital of Jiaxian. The depart­
ment has cultivated over 50 pediat­
ric physicians and nurses.

When Lu first arrived in the coun­
ty deep in the mountains in Shaanxi 
in 1968, she was a 24-year-old gradu­
ate from one of the top medical 
schools in Beijing. Initially, she was 
frustrated by the desolate landscape 
and dilapidated facil i ties.

“A stretch of rugged dirt road led to 
the county hospital, which was mere­
ly two old cave dwellings with peel­

can pay fees in a variety of ways, 
such as by swiping their foreign 
bank cards, scanning QR codes or 
using cash, Miao Muyang, head of 
the ministry’s industrial develop­
ment department, said at a news 
conference organized by the State 
Council Information Office.

Miao said China will also contin­
ue to optimize its visa-free transit 
policies to help attract more foreign 
travelers.

‘We’ll collaborate with relevant 
departments to continuously refine 
visa and customs clearance policies, 
and prudently expand the scope of 
visa-free countries,” he said.

Meanwhile, with the weeklong 
National Day holiday kicking off on 
TUesday, the ministry said cultural 
and tourism events will be held 
nationwide to boost consumption. 

October has been designated a 
“cultural and tourism consumption 
month”, and some 24,000 activities 
will be held across the country, and 
consumers will get a total of 500 
million yuan ($71 million) worth of 
coupons that can be used for tour­

the capital. While studying in both 
Beijing and Xi’an, the provincial cap­
ital of Shaanxi, her instructors also 
offered to help her transfer to larger 
urban hospitals.

“Having witnessed the dearth of 
doctors and medicines in Jiaxian and 
the harm caused by outdated cus­
toms among the local people, I 
believed that I was needed there 
more than anywhere else,” she said. 

Lu said she was also deeply 
touched by the local people’s pure, 
genuine hearts.

“ When I suffered from severe ane­
mia, they rushed to donate blood. A 
mother whose child received my 
treatment pulled an all-nighter to 
knit a pair of cloth shoes for me,” she 
said. “Some patients near the end of 
their lives would call my name and 
entrust their children to me.”

Steps aimed at stabilizing local real estate 
markets expected to increase confidence

ing walls,” she said. “Drinking water 
had to be carried daily by mules from 
nearby rivers, and I had a hard time 
adjusting to local food cooked in 
pungent mutton fat.”

But what truly wrenched her 
heart at that time, she said, were the 
backward and dangerous practices 
of local midwives and the hardships 
faced by expectant mothers and 
newborns in Jiaxian.

“I once encountered a woman in 
labor. She was lying on a sandbag, and 
her family members had to pull her 
hail- hard to prevent her from going 
into shock,” Lu said. “Another villager 
was about to cut the umbilical cord 
with a pair of old, rusty scissors.”

After retirement, she continued to 
provide free medical consultations as 
a volunteer and formed a local volun­
teer association comprising seniors 
and retirees like her.

“I see myself as a kite, and whenev­
er a patient in need pulls on the 
string, I instantly fly to their direc­
tion,” she said.

Thanks to improved transporta­
tion networks, an increasing number 
of rural clinics and the rollout of vari­
ous medical insurance programs, Lu 
said the villagers have had easier 
access to standard medical treatment 
and have been lifted out of poverty. 

“Because of partnerships between 
rural and urban hospitals, as well as 
the application of telemedicine, local 
farmers can also seek medical con­
sultations from top doctors at major 
hospitals,” she added.

I .J- ■
3

Thanks to intensified interna­
tional exchanges and optimized pol­
icies, China has seen a rapid growth 
in inbound tourism this year, with 
the number of foreign visitors in the 
first nine months expected to reach 
95 million — a 55.4 percent year-on- 
year increase, according to official 
data released on Monday.

The figure is about 93.4 percent 
of that seen during the same period 
in 2019, before the COVID-19 out­
break, according to Vice-Minister 
of Culture and Tourism Zhang 
Zheng.

He said that from January to July, 
17 million foreign visits to the Chi­
nese mainland were made through 
various ports nationwide, up about 
130 percent over the same period 
last year.

To provide more convenience for 
inbound tourists, the ministry lias 
required major scenic spots across 
the country to diversify payment 
services so that overseas travelers

Passengers crowd Nanjing Railway Station in Jiangsu province, on Monday. Trains are expected to make
175 million trips nationwide during the 10-day National Day holiday travel rush, su yang / for china daily

and down payments, experts said. 
The People’s Bank of China, the 

country’s central bank, asked com­
mercial banks on Sunday to lower 
mortgage rates for existing home 
loans to reduce the financial bur­
dens on property owners, accord­
ing to Xinhua News Agency.

The mortgage rates for first 
homes, second homes and others 
will fall by no lower than 30 basis 
points below the loan prime rate 
by Oct 31.

Against this backdrop, Shang­
hai took the lead among China’s 
top-tier cities to announce plans 
to optimize local property poli­
cies, including lowering the 
threshold for nonlocal buyers, 
reducing down payments for both 
first-home and second-home pur­
chases and expanding value-add­
ed tax exemptions for home sales 
to better meet people’s living 
demands.

“The new policies focus more 
on meeting people’s requirements 
for better lives, tapping into differ­
entiated demand for home living, 
as well as promoting a balance 
between working and living in key 
areas of the city,” said Cui Guang- 
can, director of the real estate and 
urban development center at 
Shanghai Normal University.

Both Guangzhou and Shenzhen 
also announced new property 
market measures on Sunday 
night.

In Guangzhou, all existing home 
buying restrictions were scrapped, 
making it the first first-tier city to 
lift home purchase requirements. 
Shenzhen announced plans to 
lower the minimum down pay­
ment for first homes to 15 percent 
of the purchase price, and for sec­
ond homes to 20 percent.

The policies are an adequate 
response to the top leadership’s 
requirements for the nation’s larg­
est cities to address people’s con­
cerns by easing policies that 
restrict home purchases, said Li 
Yujia, chief researcher at the 
Guangdong Planning Institute’s 
residential policy research center. 

“As October is a conventional 
home transaction season, it is 
hoped that the policy adjustments 
will boost market expectations, 
promote transaction volume and 
stabilize first-tier cities’ home mar­
kets,” the researcher said.
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wangmaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

Beijing announced late Mon­
day that it would further optimize 
its local property policies by tak­
ing measures such as reducing 
down payment rates for both 
first-home and second-home pur­
chases, lowering the purchase 
threshold for nonlocal buyers and 
adjusting existing home mort­
gage rates, according to a notice 
issued by the Beijing Municipal 
Commission of Housing and 
Urban-Rural Development.

Some other large cities have 
also rolled out measures to make 
it easier for residents to buy 
homes. The move is expected to 
increase confidence in, and shore 
up the development of, local real 
estate sectors, industry experts 
said on Monday.

“Shanghai and Guangdong 
province’s Guangzhou and Shen­
zhen all unveiled new policies to 
further free up the property sector 
on Sunday night, reflecting their 
eagerness to solve their most 
prominent challenges in their real 
estate markets, which is in line 
with the top leadership of the 
Communist Party of China’s call 
for stabilizing the nation’s real 
estate market,” said Yan Rong, 
dean of the Shanghai Real Estate 
Science Research Institute.

“Out of comprehensive consid­
eration and systematic planning, 
these policies will help boost mar­
ket confidence and promote the 
stable and healthy development of 
their property markets,” Yan said, 
adding that the policies can serve 
as examples for other cities.

The Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee held a meet­
ing on Thursday, stressing that 
efforts will be made to stabilize 
the property market and reverse 
its downturn; adjust the restrict­
ive policies of housing purchases; 
lower interest rates on existing 
mortgage loans; promptly 
improve land, fiscal, tax and 
financial policies; and promote 
the establishment of a new model 
for real estate development.

Finance regulators recently 
announced a set of related meas­
ures, including adjusting existing 
mortgage rates and optimizing 
personal home mortgage rates

Lu quickly took 
out sterilized 
equipment from 
her bag, cut the 
cord and wrapped 
the baby carefully. 
Around the same 

Lu Shengmei time, she made up 
her mind to stay in 

Jiaxian for as long as it took to pro­
mote modern delivery methods and 
improve the overall health of local 
people.

Many questioned her decision to 
work in the mountainous, barren 
county. A native of Beijing, Lu said 
that her family members tried sever­
al times to persuade her to return to 

“We will ensure that the future 
development and progress of our 
country are in the hands of the Chi­
nese people,” Xi said.

He highlighted the need to put the 
people above everything else in 
advancing Chinese modernization. 

“We should never forget that the 
people always come first. Every­
thing we do should be for the peo­
ple, and we should rely on the 
people in everything we do. We 
should ensure that all the Chinese 
people will benefit from our joint 
cause of promoting reform and 
development”

The president also highlighted 
Beijing’s unwavering commitment 
to “one country, two systems”, under 
which the people of Hong Kong 
administer Hong Kong and the peo­
ple of Macao administer Macao, both 
with a high degree of autonomy.

“We will resolutely safeguard 
and promote the long-term pros­
perity and stability of Hong Kong 
and Macao. With the strong back­
ing of the motherland, our compa­
triots in Hong Kong and Macao will 
surely create an even brighter 
future,” he said.

As for the Taiwan question, Xi 
underscored that people on both 
sides of the Taiwan Strait are mem­
bers of one and the same family 
bound by blood, and “blood runs 
thicker than water”

He pledged steps to deepen cross­
Strait economic and cultural 
exchanges and cooperation, bring 
the hearts of fellow Chinese on the 
two sides of the Taiwan Strait closer 
to each other, and resolutely oppose 
separatist activities for “Taiwan 
independence”.

“Complete reunification is the 
common aspiration of all Chinese 
from home and abroad. It is an irre­
sistible trend and a righteous cause 
reflecting the will of the people. No 
one can stop the wheel of history.”

In addition, the president warned 
that the road ahead for the cause of 
Chinese modernization won’t be 
smooth, saying that there could be 
obstacles and difficulties and even 
major challenges.

He concluded the speech on an 
upbeat note, saying that the Chinese 
nation, with a civilization spanning 
over 5,000 years, mil create greater 
splendor on its new journey in the 
new era, and will make greater con­
tributions to the noble cause of the 
peace and progress of humanity.

The foreign dignitaries at the 
reception lauded China’s contribu­
tions to global development over 
the past decades, especially in tack­
ling common challenges facing 
humanity.

Nicholas O’Brien, Ireland’s 
ambassador to China, said his coun­
try remains committed to deepen­
ing its “strong and vibrant 
relationship with China” and to 
jointly promoting an open trading 
system and rules-based global order. 

Seeram Ramakrishna, a senior 
professor of materials engineering 
at National University of Singapore 
and a winner of this year’s Chinese 
Government Friendship Award, said 
that China has emerged as one of the 
leading countries in responding to 
challenges such as climate change. 

“China has clearly been focusing 
on building an ecological civilization 
by putting a lot of resources in the 
sector,” he said. “That is one of the key 
reasons we believe the continuous 
modernization of China will present 
a huge opportunity to the world.”

years on

Goal: China’s 
development 
to benefit 
more people
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China is becoming a crucial 
market for Tesla, with the Ameri­
can electric-vehicle maker offer­
ing incentives to boost sales there 
and its Shanghai factory recently 
exporting its millionth vehicle.

ence” will remain unwavering, 
Lin said, urging Washington to 
faithfully adhere to the one-China 
principle and the three China-US 
joint communiques.

In another development, Lin said 
China will implement a visa-free pol­
icy for citizens from Portugal, Greece, 
Cyprus and Slovenia to further facili­
tate personnel exchanges between 
China and foreign countries.

According to the spokesman, 
starting from Oct 15,2024, to Dec 31, 
2025, holders of ordinary passports 
from the four European countries 
will be eligible for a visa exemption 
policy when traveling to China for 
purposes such as business, tourism, 
visiting relatives, or transit for up to 
15 days. Meanwhile, China urges rel­
evant countries to provide more 
visa facilitation for Chinese nation­
als, he added.

Beijing on Monday urged Wash­
ington to immediately cease arm­
ing the Taiwan region in all fonns 
and reaffirmed its steadfast com­
mitment to defending national 
sovereignty and territorial integri­
ty after the United States approved 
$567 million in defense support for 
the island, the latest move to boost 
its military capabilities.

“The US once again providing 
weaponry to the Taiwan region seri­
ously violates the one-China princi­
ple and the three China-US joint 
communiques, especially the August 
17 Communique in 1982,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lin Jian told a 
daily news briefing.

Lin said the move, in essence, is to 
“support and embolden” die Demo­

Tesla, based in Austin, Texas, is 
expected on Wednesday to report an 
8 percent increase in third-quarter 
deliveries of its electric vehicles in 
China, according to Wall Street esti­
mates, powered by extended incen­
tives and financing plans.

“China, which accounts for one- 
third of Tesla’s sales, is a major 
growth driver,” said Scott Achey- 
chek, chief operating officer of REX 
Financial, which offers exchange- 
traded funds that track Tesla’s stock 
performance.

Deutsche Bank analysts estimat­
ed that in the third quarter, Tesla 
would deliver about 139,000 Model 
3 sedans, 296,400 Model Y SUVs, a 
combined 13,350 of its larger Model S 
sedans and Model X SUVs and about 
13,500 Cybertrack pickups in China. 

The Model 3 and Model Y are 
manufactured at Tesla’s Gigafactorv 
in Shanghai

With slowing demand for EVs in 
the United States and a lack of subsi­
dies in Europe, Tesla delivered about 
831,000 vehicles in the first half of 
2024. To prevent a drop in deliveries, 
it needs to hit about979,000vehicles 
in the second half

Shares of Tesla closed at $261.63, 
up $1.17, in Nasdaq Stock Market 
trading on Monday.

Sales in China also were boosted 
by increased government subsidies 
to encourage consumers to switch 
their gas-powered vehicles to battery- 
powered ones.

Responding to rising competition 
from domestic Chinese automakers 
such as BYD, Tesla introduced a 
range of offers in the spring, includ­
ing insurance deals, discounts on cer­
tain paint choices and a zero-interest 
loan of up to five years.

The incentives helped it boost sales 
in July and August, according to data 
from the China Passenger Car Asso­
ciation (CPCA), after two straight 
quarters of declining deliveries.
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cratic Progressive Party authorities 
in pursuit of “Taiwan independ­
ence” and their provocation against 
the one-China principle.

“Such a move once again proves 
that the greatest threat to peace 
and stability in the Taiwan Strait 
and the greatest disruption to the 
current situation in the Taiwan 
Strait are the separatist activities of 
the ‘Taiwan independence’ forces 
and the connivance and support 
they receive from external forces 
led by the US,” Lin said.

He cautioned that the “Taiwan 
independence” is a dead end, and the 
US’ persistent backing of this 
so-called independence through mil­
itary means will ultimately backfire. 

Regardless of the number of 
arms the US supplies to the Tai­
wan region, China’s resolute 
opposition to “Taiwan independ-

Israel has repeatedly targeted 
Hamas officials in Lebanon since 
the Gaza conflict erupted almost a 
year ago.

Israel has turned its focus from 
Gaza to Lebanon in recent days, 
carrying out attacks on Iran’s 
regional allies. Strikes on Hezbol­
lah targets killed the Iran-backed 
group’s leader Hassan Nasrallah 
on Friday.

On Monday, Sheikh Naim Qas- 
sem, Hezbollah’s deputy leader 
said the group will continue to 
defend Lebanon and to support 
Gaza despite losing Nasrallah and 
many commanders.

Israel also vows to “continue to 
attack powerfully, damage and 
degrade Hezbollah’s military capa­
bilities and infrastructure in Leba­
non” the army said in a stateme nt on 
Telegram.

AFP journalists reported drones 
flying over the Lebanese capital 
throughout Sunday.

Israeli attacks have killed hun­
dreds in Lebanon since last Mon­
day, the deadliest day since the 
country’s 1975-1990 civil war.

Lebanon’s health ministry 
repoited at least 105 people were 
killed in Israeli strikes on Sunday, 
with 359 people wounded.

In the last week, Israeli bom­
bardments have killed more than 
700 people, including 14 paramed­
ics over two days, the ministry said. 

UN refugee chief Filippo Grandi 
said “well over 200,000 people are 
displaced inside Lebanon” and 
more than 50,000 have fled to 
neighboring Syria.

Israeli aggression in Lebanon 
has sparked fears of an all-out war 
in the Middle East.

Israel said it also carried out 
strikes in Yemen on Sunday, target­
ing Iran-backed Houthi positions. 

Houthi media reports said those 
strikes killed four people and 
wounded 33.

The raids in Yemen came a day 
after the Houthis said they 
launched a missile at an Israeli air­
port, trying to hit it as Prime Minis­
ter Benjamin Netanyahu was 
returning from New York.

Scott Acheychek, chief 
operating officer of REX
Financial

Mohamed
Rasheed

Debris is seen in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene on Monday in 
Asheville, North Carolina. At least 133 deaths in six Southeastern 
states have been attributed to the storm that inflicted damage from 
Florida's Gulf Coast to the Appalachian Mountains in Virginia 
President Joe Biden said he plans to travel to North Carolina on 
Wednesday, mike stewart /ap

Analysts said the trend continued 
through tiie quarter; 12 analysts, 
polled by LSEG, expect the company 
to deliver 469,828 vehicles, which 
would be its best third quarter, up 
from about 435,000 vehicles a year 
earlier.

Tesla cars also became eligible 
for government purchases in the 
country' with its best-selling Model 
Y included in a list of vehicles gov­
ernment entities can purchase as a 
service car.

Ken Mahoney, CEO of Mahoney 
Asset Management, which invests 
in Tesla, said the boost from Chi­
na, along with benefits of a recent 
interest rate cut by the US Federal 
Reserve, could help the automaker 
match the record 1.8 million vehicles 
delivered in 2023.

Earlier this year, Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk said the company was on track 
for higher deliveries in 2024.

Tesla started deliveries of the 
Cybertrack late last year, and the EV 
maker expects to increase produc­
tion to 250,000 units next year.

That will be crucial to address 
investor concerns around EV 
demand as they focus on Tesla’s 
unveiling of a robotaxi on Oct 10 — a 
shift in strategy since the company 
dropped its affordable car project 
and one that some see unlocking 
trillions of dollars in value for Tesla, 
Reuters reported.

Tesla also is seeing strong output 
from its Gigafactory in Shanghai, 
where it exported its 1 millionth vehi­
cle, Tesla Asia said on X on Saturday. 
“Thanks to all Tesla owners and sup­
porters!” the post said.

Tesla Vice-President Tao Lin post­
ed on Weibo that “the one-millionth 
exported China-made Tesla car sets 
sail from Shanghai’s Nangang Port” 
techopedia.com reported

“While the automotive market in 
China remains among the most com­
petitive globally, we feel that our cost 
structure and focus on core function­
ality that drives value for customers 
— including autonomy—position us 
well for the long-term,” the company 
said in its second-quarter earnings 
report in July.

Musk said earlier this month that 
the Shanghai plant, which opened 
in January 2019, is running at “max 
capacity!’

Tesla alsoisbuildingaMega Facto­
ry in the Shanghai Lin-gang Special 
Area. The facility is nearly 60 percent 
completed, according to techopedia. 
com, which cited a local news report 

“DavidCyberCab” whose profile 
says he is a computer scientist and 
Tesla investor, posted about the new 
factory on X on Saturday: “It broke 
ground on 23 May 2023. It was 45% 
done on 20 August 2024. It is now 
done 60% today, on 28 September 
2024. China speed is truly out of 
this world.”

People and rescue workers search for victims after an Israeli airstrike hit two buildings, in a 
neighborhood east of the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, on Sunday, mohammed zaatari / ap

A participant rides 
his cart during the 
Balinerasrace.a 
gravity-powered 
vehicles race, in 
Bogota on Sunday. 
Crowds attended the 
homemade,
freestyle race down 
a slope in 
Colombia’s capital. 
RAUL ARBOLED / AFP

China’s ancient history and philoso­
phy have impressed former diplomat 
from the Maldives Mohamed Rasheed 
most and connections between China 
and the Maldives have contributed to 
rapid growth in tourism, people-to- 
people and cultural exchanges.

Rasheed, founder and chairman 
of the China-Maldivian Cultural 
Association, or CMCA, and a former 
ambassador of the Maldives to Chi­
na, said the relationship with China 
and Chinese culture has become an 
inseparable part of his life.

Speaking 
highly of the 
bilateral ties, 
Rasheed said 
that “long-term 
friendly 
exchanges 
between China 
and the Mal­
dives are imper­
ative" and that 
this “should be

a strategic relationship” with Mal­
dives respecting the one-China prin­
ciple and China’s advocacy of 
multilateralism.

Maldivian President Mohamed 
Muizzu’s state visit to China at the 
beginning of this year was a good step 
in ties, he added that it is also impor­
tant to devote more efforts to promot­
ing people-to-people ties.

Rasheed said that what impressed 
him most about China was its 
ancient history and philosophy.

“I am really kind of in love with the 
philosophies of Lao Tzu, Chuang Iku 
and Confucius, and those are my 
favorite readings at this age,” he said. 
“The philosophies of China have cast a 
very strong impression on my life. It 
has taught me a lot to think about how 
to treat mankind and how to treat suc­
cess and failure. I also see from them 
how we can treat all the people as a 
whole, as one society, one mankind.” 

Rasheed noted that the Maldives 
established diplomatic relations 
with China in October 1972.

In 2009, China financed the largest 
housing project in the history of the 
Maldives, and the first commercial 
project undertaken by the Chinese in 
the country. Large infrastructure 
projects in the Maldives have been 
facilitated by Chinese investments, 
including the upgrading of Velana 
International Airport, and the China- 
Maldives Friendship Bridge. 

“They are significant aspects of 
the cooperation between China and 
the Maldives,” Rasheed said.

The cooperation between the two 
countries reached new heights partic­
ularly after the Maldives joined the 
Belt and Road Initiative in 2014. “Since 
then, China has become Maldives’ 
largest development partner,” he said. 

This year marks the 75 th anniver­
sary of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, and Rasheed said 
that visionary leaders of the Com­
munist Party of China have carried 
forward the great founding spirit 
during that time.

According to him, the Global 
Development Initiative, the Global 
Security Initiative and the Global 
Civilization Initiative put forward 
by Chinese President Xi Jinping are 
fundamental elements for building 
a shared future for mankind. 

“I believe those initiatives cannot 
be ignored by any community or 
country if we are to achieve global 
peace and stability^’ Rasheed said, 
adding: “The youth of today should 
be mentored to internalize the noble 
values in those initiatives.”

Rasheed is currently dedicated to 
promoting China-Maldives rela­
tions through youth exchanges via 
the CMCA

Rasheed was the first Maldivian 
diplomat to graduate from a Chi­
nese university and the first person 
from the Maldives to study Chinese. 

“In 1971 when I was 17 years old, I 
went to China’s Taiwan for my terti­
ary education,” Rasheed said. “I 
always wanted to learn a language 
that no other Maldivian has studied” 
while also pursuing a professional 
course in rehabilitation medicine.

Rasheed made his first visit to Bei­
jing in 1987 and has visited the Chi­
nese mainland more than 80 times 
since then. “This year, I have spent 
more time in China than (in) the Mal­
dives” making seven visits in a year' to 
date, he said, adding: “I cherish every 
day of my life that I spent in China”

BEIRUT — Palestinian militant 
group Hamas said its leader in Leb­
anon was killed on Monday in a 
strike on the country’s south, as 
official media reported a strike on a 
Palestinian refugee camp.

“Fatah Sharif Abu al-Amine, the 
leader of Hamas... in Lebanon and 
member of the movement’s leader­
ship abroad” was killed in an air­
strike on his “home in the Al-Bass 
camp in south Lebanon”, a Hamas 
statement said.

It said he was killed with his 
wife, son and daughter in an 
“assassination”.

The official National News Agen­
cy reported an airstrike on Al-Bass 
near the city of Tyre, saying it was 
the “first time” the camp had been 
targeted.

The statement came hours after 
the Popular Front for the Libera­
tion of Palestine, a secular left-wing 
group, said three of its members 
were killed in a strike on Beirut’s 
Kola district early on Monday.

It is Israel’s first strike on the 
capital city center since the out­
break of the Gaza conflict last year.
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Ex-Argentine ambassador dedicated to improving tiesBy ZHANG YUNBI
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shadow performing and analyzing
the performances,” she said.

r£

domestic demand during the last 
Spring Festival Golden Week holi­
day, when a record 9 billion passen­
ger trips were made, he said: “I can 
say the Chinese economy lias prom­
ising prospects in the short, medium 
and long terms.”

When asked about his China-relat­
ed programs in universities, he said 
“learning is something permanent" 

“I am a very curious person, and 
my experience in China and the pos­
sibility of putting my ideas into prac­
tice significantly enhanced my 
knowledge.” Vaca Narvaja now 
enjoys spending time in the class­
room in the company of students 
“because teaching is a dialectic pro­
cess that receives feedback through 
dynamic and collective interaction” 

“A return to the university environ­
ment is always enriching. The univer­
sity is a place that encourages debates 
on ideas and analyses of extremely 
complex times. That is why I believe 
knowledge is key to strengthening 
mutual understanding, especially 
because there is still a lot of ignorance 
about what China really is.

‘Interest in China is growing in the 
academic field, and more and more 
students are learning the Chinese lan­
guage and studying Chinese customs 
and history’ he said, stressing that it 
is essential to implement policies 
with a long-term vision, because that 
is the only way to achieve sustainable 
development and take advantage of 
tire complementarity of the Argentine 
and Chinese economies.

7/I

she said, bursting into laughter.
The following 12 years saw her 

being frequently chosen by her 
school to take part in various speech 
contests and storytelling competi­
tions. The turning point in her life 
came in her first year of college. Her 
family faced a major financial crisis, 
and she had no choice but to drop 
out of college and take up part-time 
jobs in shops and restaurants.

‘I have younger brothers and sis­
ters, so I had to start working to feed 
the family,” she said. The chance to 
join the dubbing industry was given 
by the dubbing artists’ union on Tai­
wan island. In the 1990s, the union 
members joined a prime-time TV 
variety show to recruit students for 
dubbing performances.

“That night I was at home and 
watched the show on TV by' chance,” 
she said. She was rejected by the 
judges because she was still in col­
lege, but she succeeded in getting 
the chance in the second y'ear.

Since she was a newcomer to the 
industry, she had to complete her 
apprenticeship before getting real 
work. And there was no specific 
time limit for the apprenticeship. “I 
needed the job. So I spent almost 24 
hours a day in the studio following 
and learning from the veterans, 

program in Chinese Studies” with 
the focus on China’s relations with 
Latin America.

‘This year I am introducing a 
foundation study that will focus on 
geopolitical analysis and seek ways 
to accelerate our national develop­
ment with an eye on international 
relations and focus on Asia, particu­
larly on China,” he said. For Vaca 
Narvaja, it is essential to further

deepen academic cooperation 
between the universities and leading 
intellectual groups of the two coun­
tries, so as to “promote the debate on 
ideas that allow us to generate joint 
programs to overcome the challen­
ges of the future”

As a keen observer of China 
including its economy, Vaca Narvaja 
has written many articles on hotspot 
issues such as Chinese-made new 
energy vehicles. “China is experienc­
ing a problem that has long been a 
problem for the developed countries 
in general; (perhaps) it is facing a cri­
sis of aging,” he said.

The Chinese authorities have 
implemented long-term policies to 
address the problem, he said, adding 
that the country now aims to 
become self-sufficient in high-tech, 
and stabilize its supply chain. In fact, 
China lias been making painstaking 
efforts to reshape and diversify its 
global economic ties and increase 
the number of foreign suppliers to 
stabilize the supply of raw materials. 

“China decided to move toward 
innovation- and high-tech-driven 
economic development model, a 
model that can ensure more bal­
anced and sustainable economic 
growth, and accords great impor­
tance to boosting the country’s high 
added value sector,” he said.

Citing the measures taken to boost

industry, and most of the people in 
the audience were heads or senior 
managers of well-known companies. 
After she finished her speech, the 
company head walked up to her and 
said, “Ms Lin, your job is extremely 
significant” He told her that he was 
always neck deep in work, so after 
returning home, he watches Chibi 
Maruko-chan, because it is the best 
stress-reliever for him.

“When we are no longer on Earth, 
our voice will keep inspiring people 
and bring laughter to their lives,” 
she said.

Lin often reads books, but she 
also likes audiobooks. “Audio con­
tent isn’t just for kids; it benefits 
people of all age groups. It has a 
healing, curative effect, and brings 
sunshine to people under stress.”

She also attends lectures to help 
juvenile delinquents, and children 
who have dropped out of school. 
“They might have been under stress 
or were really confused before 
breaking the law, or might have 
dropped out of school for family rea­
sons,” she said.

In her spare time, Lin loves going 
to the theater. Besides Taipei, Lin 
has spent a lot of time in Shanghai 
for work. Talking about the Chinese 
mainland’s animation market, Lin 

Spanish, and its Chinese equivalent 
is niu. The cow, for the Chinese peo­
ple, “is an important animal since it 
represents constancy and perma­
nence of efforts” he said.

His given name in Mandarin, 
“Wangdao” sounds special to the 
Chinese people, as it pays tribute to 
Chinese translation master Chen 
Wangdao.

Chen (1891-1977) was an influen­
tial figure in the early years of the 
Communist Party of China, not least 
because he was the first to translate 
77te Communist Manifesto into 
Mandarin.

Vaca Narvaja narrated a famous 
anecdote in which Chen confuses 
ink with tea due to his intense focus 
on his work.

‘That shows the level of his con­
centration and the love he had for 
his work,” he said.

In Mandarin, wangdao literally 
means “being attentive to the path” 
By adopting that name, “I wanted to 
show my respect (to Chen) and (indi­
cate) the aspect I wanted to work on 
(to boost) bilateral ties,” he said.

His new book, On the Way: Chron­
icles in China, published earlier this 
year, analyzes the latest changes in 
the international landscape on 
which China is one of the main play­
ers and Latin America its natural 
strategic partner.

future trend ... and our future 
depends on how we blend with Al 
and work with it”

She said that real voice artists still 
get the lion’s share of the work, and 
Al voice-overs are used more for 
audiobooks on the island. “Maybe in 
the future we will have more Al 
workmates,” she said.

Lin, who is also a dubbing director, 
knows well the differences between 
Al and real dubbing artists when cast- 
ingartists. “Realdubbingartists inject 
their soul and unique individual trait 
into the performance. Al doesn’t have 
any soul or trait,” she said.

As for the future of Al dubbing, 
Lin said the total replacement of real 
dubbing artists by Al will take time. 
“But now is the time to ponder what 
else can dubbing artists do?”

Lin, who has been associated with 
the profession for nearly 30 years, 
believes dubbing artists can trans­
form themselves by, for instance, 
teaching the art of dubbing to young­
er people, publishing books, teach­
ing in schools and giving lectures. 

Voice artists should plan their 
career early, she said.

“This industry had been full of 
uncertainties even before the advent 
of Al, because we fulfill our tasks 
case by case,” she said.

Do we really need real dubbing 
artists in the age of generative artifi­
cial intelligence?

Indeed, many have harbored 
doubts about the future and necessity 
of real dubbing artists, because an 
increasing number of videos on social 
networks are works of GenAI, which 
sound increasingly close to genuine 
— meaning the voice, devoid of any 
metallic tinge and digital hoarseness, 
sounds genuinely human.

Yet for Kathryn Lin, a leading 
dubbing artist from China’s Taiwan 
island, the profession signifies the 
shared happiness of generations of 
audiences on both sides of the Tai­
wan Strait.

Suffice it to say the profession lias 
changed her life. “I joined the pro­
fession simply because of economic 
needs, and have had to work very 
hard,” she said in a recent interview 
with China Daily.

Born in 1975, Lin wanted to 
become a teacher or a journalist, not 
a dubbing artist

“My first public speech was made 
at a kindergarten graduation cere­
mony. Maybe I was chosen because I 
was chubby and looked adorable,” 
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Sabino Vaca Narvaja, Argentina's former ambassador to China 
(extreme right), and other diplomats from Latin American countries 
prepare to pick chestnuts during a rural tour in Beijing’s Huairou 
district on Sept 22,2022. provided to china daily

said mainland productions have a 
lot of original elements and “materi­
als that I really like” Mainland ani­
mations “are a cultural blend of the 
East and the West, and the style 
inspires me a lot when dubbing, 
because they are not completely 
Western-style stuff”

Working with dubbing artists 
from the mainland, Lin felt that she 
clicked with them. ‘They are also 
involved in other kinds of acting 
jobs or have their own hobbies and 
interests.” This gives her more 
things to talk about with them. “For 
example, we also discuss about pro­
ducing short videos together.”

Before the turn of the century, for­
eign films and TV productions 
dubbed by voice artists on the island 
became hugely popular on the main­
land and influenced a couple of gen­
erations.

Lin still gets work offers from 
mainland producers, “but not as 
many as before”. But her “voice-over 
for some classic characters are still 
very popular (on the mainland),” she 
said.

* J 
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Passion continues
After returning to Argentina, Vaca 

Narvaja resumed his political work 
in Parliament, while pursuing his 
academic goal with greater passion 
and intensity at the National Univer­
sity of Lanus, where he is the director 
of the Sino-Argentine Cooperation 
Program, and the National Universi­
ty of Jose C. Paz, which invited him to 
oversee the “first master’s degree

Soothing voice
In the studios, she saw at work the 

great You Hui Feng, the first Manda­
rin dubbing artist who lent her voice 
to the popular Japanese anime Chi­
bi Maruko-chan. Chibi Maruko- 
chan is a curious schoolgirl who 
lives in a cozy town with her loving 
family and friends.

“While watching them dub for that 
anime, I couldn’t even think of taking 
their place years later.” It usually 
takes three to five years of hard work 
to complete the apprenticeship in the 
industry and start getting independ­
ent dubbing assignments, but Lin 
achieved that in less than two years. 

When Feng got married and 
moved to Hong Kong, the studio 
had to find a replacement “That’s 
how I got the chance to dub for Chi­
bi Maruko-chan.”

“After working for a few years, I 
realized that the job was not just 
about bread and butter,” she said, 
stressing that the popular charac­
ters she has dubbed for have given 
her “a lot of insight into life and 
intriguing experiences”

Once the head of a company invit­
ed Lin to speak on the voice-over 

Facing the future
When it comes to Al dubbing, Lin 

said she is “actually trying to be less 
pessimistic about it... I think it’s a 
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By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn
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Sabino Vaca Narvaja, Argentina’s 
former ambassador to China, is now 
playing different roles in his coun­
try’s parliament and academic circle. 
His career has been closely connect­
ed with China, a country across the 
Pacific Ocean, with his family being 
partly responsible for his lasting 
interest in the country.

‘I enhanced my knowledge (about 
China)... focusing mainly on aspects 
related to the pace of its develop­
ment and its technological advance­
ment,” Vaca Narvaja said, 
emphasizing that his four years in 
China “was a great experience” as 
“they were years of intense and high­
ly motivating work’:

During his tenure in China, he 
visited almost every Chinese prov­
ince, because he believes that the 
richness of China, in addition to its 
thousands of years of history, “lies in 
the diversity and complexity of its 
different provinces and regions”

“The size of the provinces is a very 
interesting element for Latin Ameri­
ca since some of them have double or 
triple die population of countries in 
our (Latin American) region, and the 
same is tine for their GDP, which 
increases the need to expand our 
exchanges with (China) ... in the 
commercial, scientific, tourism, cul­
tural and sports fields,” he said.

His Chinese name, “Niu Wang­
dao” intrigued almost every Chinese 
person he met. Vaca means “cow” in

fl

Dubbing artist Kathryn Lin 
reflects on the irreplaceable 
human touch in voice-overs 

amid Al advancement

_________
Clockwise from top left: A booth of Japanese anime Chibi Maruko-chan at the China Licensing Expo in Shanghai on July 18. An exhibition on the 30th anniversary of anime Chibi Maruko-chan in
Shanghai in 2020. Taiwan dubbing artist Kathryn Lin at work. Lin poses with a poster of Chibi Maruko-chan, a character she dubbed for. photos provided to china daily
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Unseen heroes of the bamboo forests:
the protectors of Chinas giant pandas

Young, grassroots patrollers promise a favorable living'environment for the vulnerable species
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One of the 12 released pandas is 
in Daxiangling, where Fu and her 
colleagues patrol.

Contact the writers at 
huangzhHing@chinadaHy.com.cn

By HUANG ZHILING and 
PENG CHAO in Chengdu

-7 $

Above: The newly discovered species Impatiens yingjingensis (Balsaminaceae) in the mountains of Daxiangling in Ya’an, 
Sichuan province. Left: A team of patrollers monitors the impact on reptiles and other small animals as wild pandas tread the 
forests. Right: Patrollers trek through frigid conditions to investigate the wild panda population, photos provided to china daily
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Spring is the giant panda mating 
season, and their behavior changes 
during the winter to survive the 
harsher weather. During these 
periods, the patrol sometimes 
stays in the mountains for weeks 
without returning home. “We have 
more to observe,” Fu said.

Her dedication has not gone 
unnoticed. Fu was named the 
Most Beautiful Patroller in 2019, 
just two years after starting the 
job. Every year, the Sichuan pro­
vincial forestry and grassland 
bureau and an environmental 
public welfare foundation award 
the title to honor grassroots patrol­
lers who make exceptional contri­
butions to Sichuan’s ecological 
environment.

China’s latest panda census — 
released in 2015 — showed that 22 
of the 33 groups of wild pandas 
found in the census faced the dan­
ger of extinction.

By the end of last year, China 
was home to 728 captive pandas 
and 1,900 wild pandas, indicating 
that the captive panda population 
is now self-sustaining.

Releasing captive pandas is 
essential for growing the wild pan­
da population, according to Zhang 
Hemin, chief expert of the China 
Conservation and Research Center 
for the Giant Panda in Sichuan.

Twelve captive pandas have 
been released into the wild in Chi­
na since 2003 to enlarge the wild 
panda population. Ten are still 
alive, according to Wu Daifu, an 
expert in reintroducing captive 
pandas into the wild at the center.

Taking up the glove
Working in the dense mountain 

bamboo forests poses challenges 
and dangers. Sometimes, naviga­
tion is impossible. ‘We need to 
carve out a path,” said Kang Jun, a 
23-year-old patroller at the Yingjing 
county patrol station.

To ensure that patrollers are up 
to the task, they must pass a physi­
cal fitness and survival knowledge 
test. Kang signed up for the test in 
March last year when the station 
enrolled six patrollers. More than 
120 others joined him.

During one portion of the test, 
patrollers are required to finish 
walking along a designated route 
within three hours. It took Kang, 
the native son of a rural area in 
Yingjing, only 56 minutes to reach 
the finish line.

He managed to earn the third- 
highest score among the test-tak­
ers, making him the youngest 
patroller at his station.

“I grew up in the mountains, so I 
get along with nature,” Kang said.

Despite the hardships and dan­
gers associated with being a 
patroller, Kang considers himself 
lucky to have the job. He likes 
being close to nature and taking in 
the free atmosphere of the forests. 

Before each trip to the moun­
tains, Kang makes complete prepa­
rations. In addition to a pair of 
rubber shoes, rain boots, two sets of 
patrol suits and a first-aid kit, Kang 

ery was published in PhytoKeys, 
a peer-reviewed, open-access 
journal on taxonomy, phylogeny, 
biogeography and the evolution 
of plants.

There are many fruits to the 
patroller’s labors in the moun­
tains of Daxiangling. None are 
more important than their contri­
bution to panda history through 
conservation efforts.

The giant panda has long been 
well-known in China, but the 
West only learned about it in 
1869 thanks to a French mission­
ary in Ya’an.

Jean Pierre Armand David 
(1826-1900) was bom in Espelette, 
France. He started working at the 
Dengchigou Catholic Church in 
Baoxing, a mountainous county in 
Sichuan, in March 1869.

Soon afterward, he was invited 
to tea at a local hunter’s home. 
That’s where he first saw the skin 
of a giant panda. Suspecting it to 
be a new animal species, he had 
the hunter capture a live panda, 
made a specimen and mailed it to 
Henri Milne Edwards, a zoologist 
from the French National Muse­
um of Natural History in Paris. In 
1870, Edwards published a paper 
declaring the panda to be a new 
species.

The specimen, which is still 
kept at the national museum, cap­
tured the attention of the West. 
Since then, the unique image of 
the panda has been associated 
with Chinese culture.

Thanks to China’s protection 
efforts, the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature down­
graded the giant panda’s status 
from “endangered” to “vulnerable” 
in 2016.

In 2021, China established the 
Giant Panda National Park. The 
conservation area spans 27,000 
kilometers and covers parts of 
Sichuan, Shaanxi and Gansu. 
Forty-seven percent of Yingjing 
county resides in the park, pro­
viding Fu, Song and Kang with 
the gift of overseeing the giant 
panda’s enduring legacy.

the Yingjing county patrol station 
team occasionally makes exciting 
discoveries.

Song Xinqiang, a young mem­
ber of the station who specializes 
in biodiversity, found a curious 
species of flowering plant belong­
ing to the genus Impatiens (Bal­
saminaceae) while patrolling 
Daxiangling with his team three 
years ago.

Impatiens are common in 
Sichuan. Many senior Sichuan 
women have fond childhood 
memories of mashing the flower 
petals and painting their nails 
red with their juice.

This new species was signifi­
cantly different from the well- 
known Impatiens of the region. 
The team took photos and sent 
them to plant taxonomists for 
identification.

The station’s research team col­
lected a massive specimen sample, 
reviewed the literature and con­
ducted morphological characteris­
tics research from 2021 to 2022 to 
identity the species accurately and 
determine its classification.

They partnered with Sichuan 
University, China West Normal 
University and other scientific 
research units to conduct phylo­
genetic analysis and electron 
microscopic observation of the 
pollen morphology. Finally, they 
were able to confirm that they had 
found a brand-new species. They 
named it Impatiens yingjingensis 
(Balsaminaceae) in honor of 
where it was found.

On June 6,2024, Song’s discov­
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carries a satellite phone, a telescope 
and GPS navigation equipment.

According to Kang, carrying a 
heavy bag with all the equipment 
is bearable when the weather is 
fine, but the forests are tricky on 
rainy days. Patrollers can easily 
slip and get hurt.

Once, while approaching a river 
valley surrounded by cliffs, Kang 
and an older colleague came 
across several boars. With no way 
to escape, the duo had to climb 
trees and hope the beasts didn’t 
stick around.

Not all of Kang’s experiences 
have been so harrowing. He has 
witnessed a Chinese serow sleep­
ing soundly in front of an infrared 
camera and a black-necked crane 
standing quietly to rest.

On one foggy day, Kang heard 
flapping wings and bird calls over­
head. To his pleasant surprise, the 
fog soon dispersed, revealing a 
flock of majestic black-necked 
cranes hovering in the sky.

“I was so excited and kept tak­
ing photos,” Kang said.

In addition to the wild animals 
in the mountains, Kang and his 
colleagues often come across wild 
vegetables and eggs.

They have the luxury of feasting 
on fresh wild vegetables, much to 
the envy of their neighbors back 
home who eat artificially grown 
vegetables.

Unexpected discoveries
In addition to carefully moni­

toring and tracking the conditions 
of the pandas in the mountains, 

Left: Two patrollers record the location of an infrared camera for convenient retrieval. Middle: A patroller logs data about the bamboo forests. Right: A patroller monitors recordings from an infrared camera 
installed in the mountains, photos provided to china daily
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In the mountains of Daxiangling 
in Ya’an, Sichuan province, a dedi­
cated group of youths traverses 
dense bamboo forests, carefully 
monitoring the flora and fauna. 
They are often not seen or heard 
from for weeks at a time.

They are the 27 members of the 
Yingjing county patrol station of 
the Giant Panda National Park in 
Sichuan. With an average age of 
around 30, all the station’s patrol­
lers are college graduates.

‘We patrol the rolling mountains 
where giant pandas reside without 
electricity or signal. So we can be 
disconnected,” said Fu Mingxia, 
deputy chief of the station.

Wild pandas survive solely in six 
mountain ranges within Sichuan, 
Shaanxi and Gansu provinces. Fu 
and the other station members 
patrol Daxiangling, which boasts 
the Daxiangling Giant Panda Wil­
derness and Reintroduction 
Research Base, the world’s largest 
giant panda reintroduction train­
ing center.

The team’s routine is to collect 
bamboo leaves and soil samples to 
check for pests and deterioration. 
They are looking for signs that the 
leaves are unsuitable for pandas 
to eat and that the soil is not ideal 
for growing bamboo.

They also monitor recordings 
from the infrared cameras 
installed in the mountains, gather 
information about giant pandas 
and collect panda droppings.

Scientists use the droppings to 
identity the sex of the pandas, 
which is how they determine the 
number of males and females in 
an area and if a captive male or 
female panda needs to be released 
to expand the population, Fu said. 

‘We look for images of pandas 
in the cameras to see if they are all 
right. If they are not, we inform 
rescue workers,” Fu said.

On a typical day, they head for 
the mountains at 8 am and don’t 
return until night. They keep 
records of what the cameras cap­
ture and any other observations 
they make about the mountains.
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Dreams of foreign students
take root in Qingdao
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A Russian student studies Chinese in Qingdao on Dec 14,2023.CHINA DAILY
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Two Russian students visit Zhanqiao Pier, an iconic scenic area in 
Qingdao, on Dec 14,2023.

.31

- > 1,

• “-■•ksr•/

r-

ingdao, a welcoming 
coastal city, attracts inter­
national students from 
^countries such as Russia,

— India, and Ukraine, who 
come to study diverse majors 
including Chinese, theater and 
medicine. Immersing themselves in 
local traditions, they learn martial 
arts and enjoy Tsingtao Beer.

For many of them, the city 
becomes a second home, a blend of 
academic pursuit and cultural dis­
covery. As they walk along the sce­
nic coastlines or explore the 
bustling old town, these students 
cultivate friendships that may last 
a lifetime. Weekend strolls to the 
beach or leisurely afternoons in 
local cafes provide a refreshing 
balance to their rigorous studies, 
fostering a sense of belonging in 
this foreign land.

As they approach graduation, 
aspirations take shape — some 
dream of pursuing careers in 
medicine or engineering, while 
others seek to bridge cultural 
gaps through language and art. 
Having forged strong connec­
tions and enjoyed personal 
growth through their cultural 
exchanges, many choose to stay 
on in this vibrant city. Every cor­
ner of this city is imbued with the 
dreams and hopes of those who 
choose to call it home, if only for a 
little while.
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Students ride e-bikes to get their graduation photographs clicked on
the campus of a university in Qingdao on June 17,2024.

Indian students catch the attention of primary school students while 
crossing a road on way to their graduation ceremony in Qingdao on 
June 11,2024.
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A Russian girl studying in Qingdao spends her weekends working as a fashion model on June 17,2017.
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A foreign student pats a local resident's dog while strolling through 
the old town on Dec 20,2015.

£

Three Indian students from Qingdao University pose for a commemorative photo at the popular Daxue Road wall before their graduation on June 11,2024. photos by he yi / for china daily
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Into the esports arena
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Guicheng taps youthfill energy for digital development

By QIU QUANLIN in Guangzhou
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Xu Xinzhen from LGD Gaming club competes during King Pro 
League Summer 2024 on Aug 24.

By QIU QUALIN in Guangzhou and 
CHEN YE in Hangzhou

Esports player Yang Wenming competes during King Pro League 
Summer 2024 on Aug 29.

Players compete during King Pro League Summer 2024, the highest 
Honor of Kings league tournament, on Aug 17 in Hangzhou.

Contact the writers at
qmquanlin@chinadaily.com.cn
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Members of LGD Gaining club enter the arena of King Pro League Summer 2024 in Shanghai on Aug 29. photos provided to china daily
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Authorities in Guicheng subdis­
trict of Nanhai in Foshan, Guang­
dong province, have been holding 
esports competitions and introduc­
ing gaming industry investments in 
an effort to create a “city of esports” 
that appeals to young people.

For its latest move, the subdistrict 
launched an esports challenge event 
at the ancient Ancestral Hall of Fam­
ily Liang in early August.

The Foshan Village Pro League 
marked its debut in 2023 as the first

major financial backers or support, 
Pan said.

“Over the years of operation, we 
have always placed great impor­
tance on our youth training, aiming 
for sustainability’ he said.

Any career has its professional life 
span or cy'cle, he said, so it’s inevita­
ble that a player’s competitive per­
formance will decline. “Therefore, 
from our perspective, maintaining a 
club’s long-term development is cru­
cially dependent on youth training, 
which can ensure a relatively long 
life span for a club.”

Clubs like LGD that prioritize 
youth training and development, 
provide young players with oppor­
tunities to get a lot of playing time 
and experience — and most impor­
tantly, a stage on which to showcase 
their talent, he said.

“Therefore, I believe that these 
factors, including a large user base, 
a healthy training regimen and a 
strong competition system are cru­
cial in enabling young players to rise 
prominently,” he said.

Based on big data showing that 
the number of esports users is 
increasing around the world, Pan 
said he believed that the interests 
and hobbies of young people may be 
shifting more toward esports from 
traditional sports.

“By tapping into esports, I think 
we are capturing the preferences of 
young people,” he said, because 
esports can provide them with a 
more enriching, quasi-amateur 
activity and better showcase their

This year’s Foshan Village PL 
event also launched an esports- 
themed study tour route, covering 
major culture and tourism areas 
and showcasing Nanhai’s multifa­
ceted charm.

Nanhai district introduced rules 
for promoting the development of 
the esports industry at the end of 
2020 as a guide for event hosting, 
esports industrial park develop­
ment, venue construction, esports 
club operation and talent cultiva­
tion in the esports sector.

Against this backdrop, Guicheng

Committee announced that the 
first Olympic Esports Games would 
be held in Saudi Arabia in 2025, 
indicating that gaming as an offi­
cial Olympic sport had come of age. 

China’s booming development of 
esports in recent years is partly due 
to low entry barriers and aggres­
sive training and competition sys­
tems for young people, according to 
Pan Fei, general manager of LGD 
Gaming, a major force in profes­
sional esports based in Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang province.

“In reality, anyone who has a 
phone or a computer can connect 
with games,” Pan said. But achieving 
excellence is quite difficult.

“Fortunately, the esports user 
base in China is large, which means 
that we can select from a relatively 
broad pool of talent,” Pan said.

The domestic esports tournament 
system consists of multiple tiers of 
competitions — from national 
championships all the way to 
fourth-tier and professional leagues. 

China has developed professional 
leagues, such as League of Legends 
and Peace Elite — for popular games 
like Honor of Kings.

“This tiered professional system 
is well established in China and 
provides a stage for many young 
people to showcase their esports 
talents,” Pan said, adding that the 
country also features many 
esports clubs, such as LGD, that 
place a strong emphasis on youth 
training.

LGD is a grassroots club without

The audience cheers for players from LGD Gaming club during King 
Pro League Summer 2024 on Aug 14 in Hangzhou.
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The parents of 20-year-old Li 
Daheng did not support him when 
he first decided to become a profes­
sional esports player a few years ago. 

Their opposition didn’t work. 
“There are many choices,” Li 

mused from an esports club in 
Chongqing. “Each choice is the best 
— or at least the one you are most 
willing to make at the moment” 

Li became a member of China’s 
King Pro League Dream Team, which 
in early August emerged victorious 
with a decisive 3-0 finals victory in 
the Honor of Kings Invitational Mid­
season at the Esports World Cup in 
Saudi Arabia.

“I needed to prove myself with good 
results. And in the end I succeeded,” 
he said of his performance in Honor of 
Kings, a multiplayer mobile battle are­
na game that’s played online. It was 
developed by TiMi Studio Group 
under Tencent Games. 

Li uses the game ID “Pang’: 
Officially launched for public test­

ing in November 2015, the game has 
attracted more than 200 million 
users across its domestic and inter­
national servers.

Li’s parents now come to watch 
his matches. The excitement is hard 
to resist.

“I feel that my journey in the 
esports field wall be a long one,” Li 
said. “There are still many goals I 
have not achieved yet.”

Before wanning the Esports World 
Cup tide, Li, also known by fans as 
the “strongest jungler” was named 
Most Valuable Player in the 2022 
KPL Summer Finals and the 2024 
KPL Spring Finals.

“In the future, I will continue to 
pursue better results, win more 
championships and strive for higher 
achievements,” he said.

Like Li — and partly because of 
him — a growing number of young 
people across the country have 
developed an interest in esports. 
Some have entered the professional 
ranks, as esports has emerged as a 
global digital phenomenon.

Many Chinese cities have intro­
duced supportive policies to culti­
vate and elevate esports into a 
thriving industry. Recognition of 
esports events has risen in recent 
years, as evidenced by the spectacu­
lar showcasing of esports as an offi­
cial event at the Hangzhou Asian 
Games in 2023, where it drew 
around 370 million viewers via new 
media platforms.

According to the China Esports 
Industry Report for January to June 
this year, which was released in July 
in Shanghai, the number of esports 
users in China was approximately 
490 million, a 0.52 percent year-on- 
year growth.

Youth is a key characteristic of the 
esports community, with individu­
als aged 30 and below accounting 
for 80.2 percent of participants, the 
report said.

During the same period, esports 
revenues in China reached above 12 
billion yuan ($1.7 billion) for a 
growth rate of 4.43 percent year-on- 
year. That reversed the previous 
two-year trend of declining reve­
nues, the report said.

The recognition has gone global: 
Before the 2024 Summer Olympics 
in Paris, the International Olympic

large-scale rural sports cooperation 
event initiated by local authorities. 
The event garnered attention from 
over 30 million online viewers and 
was recognized by the developer of 
Honor of Kings as an excellent annu­
al esports event.

“We hope that each team will 
showcase their style and skill, leav­
ing more glorious moments of youth 
during the competition,” said Xie 
Zhanming, deputy secretary of the 
Guicheng subdistrict Party working 
committee.

This year’s event has attracted

over 100 teams with nearly 1,000 
young esports players, according to 
the organizers. The competition’s 
influence extends across the entire 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area, with the average 
age of the participating players 
being around 28 years old.

“The event aims to make esports a 
prominent IP in Guicheng’s culture 
and sports industry,” said Xie, who 
looks forward to more projects, 
events and talent gathering in 
Guicheng to boost the development 
of its esports and digital economy.

■ I

has leveraged the esports plus 
industry as a breakthrough point to 
cultivate the city’s youthful vitality 
and build a vibrant and thriving 
city.

In response to the national strate­
gy to nurture and expand the digital 
consumption sector, Guicheng will 
continue to enrich its espoits eco­
system by attracting top companies 
and related investment in the 
esports field, according to Xie.

So far, over 20 esports enterpris­
es and associations have settled in 
Guicheng, with the first batch of

esports-themed hotels already 
beginning operations in the sub­
district.

Additionally, Guicheng is acceler­
ating construction on the first full­
chain industrial community 
themed around esports in South 
China. Part of that project is a 1,000- 
seat esports stadium.

“We hope that Guicheng’s esports 
industry will grow steadily, moving 
from local areas to a higher and 
stronger international platform by 
attracting more esports projects, 
events and talent,” said Xie.

*
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China’s younger generation is setting the pace as Honor of Kings and other online 
battle games take the world by storm

current interests and talent 
Singling out China’s winning of 

several esports gold medals at the 
Hangzhou Asian Games last year, 
Pan noted that competitions across 
the country have helped nurture 
more young talent in the field.

LGD Gaming has the country’s 
first professional esports arena, 
which the company developed in 
collaboration with the Gongshu dis­
trict of Hangzhou as the home venue 
for the League of Legends project.

The 900-seat arena consistently 
sees more than 95 percent attend­
ance, showcasing the enthusiasm of 
young people for esports, Pan said. 
The company has also collaborated 
with Hangzhou’s Yuhang district to 
establish offline arenas for Honor of 
Kings.

To promote esports across the 
country, the LGD has also collaborat­
ed with counterparts in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong province, by establish­
ing professional-grade facil i ties.

‘These collaborations and the 
enthusiasm and engagement of audi­
ences in esports competitions reflect 
the immense potential and appeal of 
this field,” Pan said. “With the continu­
ous growth of the esports industry, we 
can expect to see more similar collab­
orations and initiatives in the future.” 

Establishing esports arenas where 
fans can come for offline viewing is 
crucial for the development of 
esports, according to Xu Xinzhen, a 
21-year-old player in the professional 
King Pro League for “Honor of Kings” 

Xu, of LGD Gaming, developed an 
interest in esports when he realized 
he might be slightly better than oth­
er players.

“It was a coincidence, really. I 
decided to give it a try and also had a 
strong desire to aim for champion­
ships,” Xu said.

The country’s measures to provide 
a certain level of support have offered 
young people more choices. “Addi­
tionally, organizing more events like 
grassroots esports tournaments and 
collegiate leagues is very beneficial, 
since there are many young gamers, 
including college students, who 
might be interested,” Xu said.

Wien entering the esports field, it’s 
crucial not to rush things, because 
professional esports and casual gam­
ing are different realms,” he added. 

“Success ultimately depends on 
one’s own hard work and dedica­
tion to training. It’s essential to 
focus on doing what needs to be 
done, be prepared to face outcomes 
and have the courage to start anew 
when necessary.”

In the future, Xu’s goal is to 
improve his personal gaming skills 
and competitive performance. 
“Winning championships should be 
the ultimate objective for anyone 
pursuing a career in professional 
esports,” he said.

But he cautioned that while 
embracing esports is encouraged, it’s 
impoxtant for individuals to have a 
comprehensive understanding of 
professional esports before making 
a choice.

“Every industry demands effort, 
but in esports, success begins with 
excellence in every practice match 
and dedicating a lot of time to train­
ing,” he said. “That is the first step 
toward success.”
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Long holiday a boon for travel sector
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A section of U-shaped road in Golmud, Qinghai province, is popular among self-driving passengers, li peixian / for china daily

•>
* ill

- Ji
2’v.

V

Tourists enjoy a scenic spot in Ganzhou, Jiangxi province, zhu haipeng / for china daily

Travel to Africa a growing wanderlust phenomenon
By ZHU WENQIAN
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aged visits from a diverse range of 
tourists, including senior travelers 
over 60.

In the post-pandemic era, African 
tourism has gradually resumed, and 
flight capacities have been on track 
for recovery. So far, the capacity of 
direct flights connecting Chinese 
and African cities rebounded to 
approximately 40 to 50 percent of 
pre-pandemic levels, Tiiniu said.

China’s tourism market has 
shown strong resilience from 
November last year to present, with 
peak travel seasons occurred during 
the Chinese New Year holiday and 
summer vacations, and it has boost­
ed the growth of diversified, person­
alized and high-quality tourism 
products and services, Tuniu said. 

“Chinese travelers have been plac-
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By ZHU WENQIAN
zhuwenqian@chinadaiiy.com.cn

ing an increasing focus on factors 
such as safety, visa processing effi­
ciency and resumption of flight 
capacities, leading to a surge in 
demand for personalized and small- 
group tours in Africa,” said Li Peng, 
director of African tourism business 
at Ihniu.

“Chinese tourists mainly travel to 
Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia, and 
seasonal destinations such as Kenya 
and South Africa have been popular 
choices. Tanzania and Namibia, 
with exposures and promotions via 
some variety shows and social 
media platforms, have also grabbed 
public attention,” Li said.

Yetcompared with European desti­
nations, African destinations show a 
gap in service capabilities. There are 
fewer premium hotels, and they cany

which have been convenient,” Luo said. 
In the just-concluded summer vaca­

tion, booking volumes of domestic car 
rentals and per capita spending on such 
rentals jumped 40 percent and 20 per­
cent, respectively, on a yearly basis, said 
China’s largest online travel agency 
Trip.com Group.

Overseas self-driving tours were also 
a big hit. Trip.com reported a 160 per­
cent surge in overseas car rental book­
ing volumes this summer.

Tourists who prefer self-driving tours 
were mainly born in the 1980s and 
1990s, and car rental bookings made by 
tourists born after 2000 expanded by 77 
percent over last summer, outperform­
ing all other age groups. Most young 
drivers came from Beijing; Shanghai; 
Chengdu in Sichuan province; and 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen in Guang­
dong province, said 1Mp.com.

Notably, more female travelers have 
embarked on self-driving tours. From 
beaches with breathtaking views to vast 
grasslands, women have been traveling 
further afield.

“Car rental bookings made by 
females have maintained growth for 
five consecutive years. This summer, 
women - especially those born in the 
1990s — contributed 41 percent to the 
total booking volume of car rentals,” 
said Shen Jiani, a senior researcher 
with Trip.com Group.

“Some popular domestic self-driving 
routes included the ring roads of Hainan 
province, western Yunnan province, Xin­
jiang Uygur autonomous region and 
Gansu province,” Shen said.

China’s tourism market has entered a 
new stage of development in the past 
few years. The tourism market in small­
er cities has embraced huge growth 
potential and travelers have shown 
increasingly diversified demand, said 
the China Tourism Academy in a report 
on the development of domestic tour­
ism in 2023 and 2024.

For instance, Inner Mongolia has 
attracted more travelers taking self­
driving tours. This summer, the num­
ber of such travelers jumped 94 percent 
year-on-year, ranking tops nationwide. 
The number of tourists who booked pri­
vate tours and customized tours online 
surged 136 percent, said TMp.com.

A large number of visitors come from 
out of town and from overseas markets. 
Among foreign visitors, one third came 
from Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia’s capital, 
and 20 percent of the total came from 
Singapore. Melbourne, Australia also 
served as one of the region’s top sources of 
foreign visitors, according to Trip.com.

Inner Mongolia’s department of culture 
and tourism said it would beef up efforts 
on both the supply and demand sides to 
advance green, low-carbon and sustaina­
ble growth of local tourism this autumn, 
hoping to make the autonomous region 
the first choice for self-driving tours in the 
nation, and a top option for camping. 

“Ulanqab will continue to welcome 
more tourists from Beijing, Tianjin and 
Hebei province, and strive to attract 
more visitors from the Yangtze River 
Delta region and the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area,” said 
Hao Wenyue, director of the cultural 
tourism and sports bureau of Ulanqab, 
a city in the region.

Inner Mongolia also plans to launch 
more unique self-driving routes, such as 
driving routes that will pass by forests, 
grasslands, ancient sites and deserts, as 
well as China-Russia-Mongolia cross- 
border self-driving tours, the local gov­
ernment said.
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expensive price tags. Such hotelshave 
strong sendee awareness and adopt 
service management concepts like 
high-end hotels in Europe and the 
United States. In comparison, ordi­
nary hotels in Africa simply meet the 
accommodation demand of tourists, 
industry experts observed.

The attraction of African tourism 
still lies in its splendid natural scen­
ery, adventure and simplicity com­
pared to urban settings. The 
convenience of travel product book­
ings and infrastructure need to be 
further improved, and road infra­
structure throughout Africa lags rel­
atively behind, Li said.

Taking Egypt as an example, if 
Chinese tourists would like to book 
temporary cruise trips, rent cars or 
book tour guides locally, such servi-

A rising trend of visiting Africa 
has emerged as Chinese tourists 
increasingly set their sights on the 
continent, especially experienced 
tourists who travel abroad frequent­
ly and younger adventurers with a 
thirst for more exotic experiences.

Africa, with rich tourism resources, 
has attracted a substantial number of 
experienced travelers from China, 
particularly financially stable middle- 
aged individuals. Those aged between 
35 and 50 comprise more than a third 
of total Chinese visitors, said Tliniu 
Corp, a Nanjing, Jiangsu province­
based online travel agency.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the launch of more direct flights 
shortened travel times, and encour-
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Chinese consumers are pursuing 
more personalized and flexible travel 
options for the weeklong National Day 
holiday, with significant increases seen 
in bookings for self-driving tours, inde­
pendent travel and private group vaca­
tions, industry players said.

Both domestic long-haul trips and 
outbound travel are gaining popularity, 
and traditional cultural tours and 
autumn excursions have emerged as 
top choices, said Tlmiu Corp, a Nanjing, 
Jiangsu province-based online travel 

agency.
Running from Oct 1 to 7, the National 

Day holiday stands as the last long holi­
day of the year, leading to a considera­
ble increase in flexible scheduling by 
consumers. As of Sept 20, bookings of 
flights and hotels during the holiday 
both exceeded levels recorded during 
the same period last year, Tuniu said. 

“There was a surge in bookings for 
National Day holiday tour packages in 
September. Some people took an extra 
two-day leave on Sept 29 and 30 and 
thus combined it for a 10-day break in 
total,” said Qi Chunguang, vice-presi­
dent of Tuniu.

The travel peak is expected to occur on 
the first day of the holiday and last until 
Oct 4, with a gradual decline in the num­
ber of travelers from Oct 5 to 7,” Qi said.

The holiday is also the best time to 
enjoy fall foliage. Some of the most pop­
ular domestic destinations include 
Huangguoshu Waterfall in Guizhou 
province, which stands as the largest 
waterfall in Asia; Lushan Mountain and 
Wuyuan in Jiangxi province; Huang- 
shan Mountain in Anhui province; as 
well as the vibrant Kanas scenic area in 
the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region, Tuniu said.

For outbound travel, short-haul trips 
are more popular, with some 60 percent 
of outbound travelers opting for short- 
haul destinations, while the growing 
trend for long-haul outbound trips is 
significant.

Japan, Thailand, Maldives, Indone­
sia, Turkiye, the France-Italy-Switzer- 
land itinerary, the United Arab 
Emirates, Malaysia, Singapore and Rus­
sia are among the top destinations in 
terms of booking volumes for the 
National Day holiday, Tlmiu found.

“Emerging destinations such as the 
Serbia-Montenegro-Bosnia route, the 
Georgia-Armenia-Azerbaijan route, 
and the Czech Republic-Hungary-Aus- 
tria route have also seen a peak in popu­
larity during the National Day holiday, 
becoming hot choices for many sea­
soned travelers who are seeking unique 
experiences,” Qi said.

In particular, taking self-driving 
tours lias emerged as one of the most 
popular modes of travel for Chinese 
consumers. For the National Day holi­
day, an increasing number of travelers 
are opting to take high-speed trains to 
their destinations, and then participate 
in local group tours or rent cars for self­
driving experiences, Tlmiu said.

A man surnamed Luo, a traveler from 
Suzhou, Jiangsu province, lias enjoyed 
taking self-driving trips, especially from 
Suzhou to Anji, Zhejiang province, a 
place surrounded by tea plantations 
and forests.

“Anji is a place that we have been com­
ing back to for vacations. It’s quite conve­
nient to drive there from Suzhou, with 
beautiful scenery along the way. Parking 
lots of local hotels are equipped with 
charging stations for new energy vehicles,
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Short-haul outbound 
trips more popular, 
with 60% opting for 
nearby destinations
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booking volume growth of domes­
tic car rentals during the just-con­
cluded summer vacation
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ces still lag behind in terms of conve- after among Chinese travelers,” said 
nience, Li added. Xiao Peng, a Qunar researcher.

This summer, the booking volume Ethiopian Airlines, the largest 
of flight tickets from China to Africa carrier in Africa, said it has seen rap- 
jumped 120 percent over last sum- id growth in travel demand from 
mer, said Qunar, a Beijing-based China to major African cities, and 
online travel agency. the airline is bullish on its growth

Qunarsaid Egypt,Tanzania, Kenya, potential in China.
Morocco and South Africa have been Currently, the carrier operates 25 
the most popular African destina- passenger flights weekly connecting 
tions. With favorable entry policies of Addis Ababa, the capital, with Bei- 
African countries and more available jing; Shanghai; Guangzhou, Guang- 
flights, traveling to Africa has become dong province; and Hong Kong.
increasingly convenient, it said. Ethiopian Airlines said the future

“Africa boasts rich cultural and growth of demand is expected to 
natural sceneries. Visiting the mainly come from increasing pas- 
ancient and mysterious Egyptian senger traffic between China and 
pyramids, animal migrations in Africa, as well as strategic partner- 
Kenya, as well as Chefchaouen in ships and collaborations, said Aman 
Morocco, known for its blue and Wole Gurmu, country director of 
white buildings, have been sought China for the airline.

Ifw.

if f
- MP

.1



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/04/2024 12:48:15 PM
10 | Tuesday, October 1,2024 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

travel

Cultural
141gems shine

at night *

♦
J

YFl4

I.

A

i

F7 I
'-•< r.

’ J*

ill
*7

«

$ t **“

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/04/2024 12:48:15 PM

*

* V

£ »L*

. I

■jfc MsI

1

A i
i£

r

Contact the writer at
yangfeiyue@ chinadaily.com .cn

u Nuo took out a Beijing map and 
spent a month from June studjdng 
the highways and byways and 
doing fieldwork before coming up 

with a cycling route that traces the shape of 
the capital city’s Chinese name.

“I wanted it to be symbolic and pique pub­
lic interest, while making sure all the turns 
are friendly to cyclists,” says Yu, who has been 
assisting the cycling club Buyiban based in 
Yizhuang in Beijing’s southeastern suburb.

The route runs about 20 kilometers 
across well-known hutong lanes in the 
city’s downtown area, without hating to go 
against traffic or take an overpass. 

“It’s perfect for observing local life, such 
as residents playing chess under street­
lights and taking walks, while experiencing 
diverse business activities, commercial 
streets, urban views and famous scenic 
spots at night,” she says.

Yu’s route has been among several picked 
up and promoted by the Beijing Municipal 
Bureau of Culture and Tourism for night 
riders in August.

They string together major cultural land­
marks, such as the Bell and Drum Towers 
and Central Axis, as well as immersive cul­
tural experiences, including Peking Opera 
and tea rituals. Those routes are aimed at 
better tapping into the city’s cultural and 
tourism resources.

Yu found more than 1,200 people book- 
marked her route after she posted it on the 
lifestyle-focused social media platform 
Xiaohongshu.

“Many night joggers have also followed 
it,” she says. “The whole city has well-devel­
oped cycling lanes, making it ideal for peo­
ple who mostly have to spend the daytime 
working in the office to then chill and exer­
cise at night,” Yu says.

Night cycling is part of Beijing authori­
ties’ efforts to demonstrate the nocturnal 
charm of the city and enable more people 
to appreciate a slower pace of life.

In late August, they rolled out a moon­
light tours guide that covers more than 250 
programs, including exhibitions, light 
shows and concerts at various sites, ran­
ging from scenic spots, camping sites to 
museums and galleries.

Since being included in the night tours 
guide, Shougang Park in western Bei­
jing’s Shijingshan district has packed in 
music and pop culture enthusiasts for its 
concerts.

“They sang along with the artists onstage 
and turned the park into a recreational hot 
spot,” says Zhang Chao, who lives in the 
neighborhood and recently visited the park 
at night.

Once an industrial steelmaking facility, 
the park has been turned into a wonder­
land of multicolored lighting. Many of the 
old factory buildings in the park have been

A weekend performance featuring folk music in the
evening at Beihai Park, yuan yi / for china daily

Experiences across Beijing highlight the 
many attractions, Yang Feiyue reports.

an official in charge of the fair operations. 
“Each week, we replace vendors whose 

quality doesn’t meet standards, while orga­
nizing themed events to bring fresh experi­
ences to visitors,” Quan adds.

To date, the fair’s administration has 
launched an app, through which potential 
vendors can grab vacant spots on a weekly 
basis.

All the spots are quickly snapped up once 
they are released, according to the fair’s 
administration.

“With the growing influence of the 
Grand Canal, the fair has established a 
good reputation among more tourists and 
merchants. We hope to continue making a 
go of it,” Quan says.

In Yanqing, the outer suburban district 
northwest of Beijing, night tours of the 
Badaling Great Wall have packed in more 
than 200,000 visitors since it was launched 
in May, reported the Badaling Culture and 
Tourism Group behind the operation.

A “processional viewing” mode has been 
introduced to immerse visitors in different 
historical scenes, according to Zhai Yan- 
wei, deputy general manager of the Bada­
ling group.

Tree-shaped lighting systems, interac­
tive non-player characters, daring motor­
bike stunts and a range of Great Wall- 
themed cultural and creative souvenirs dot 
the journey, which has proved a hit among 
visitors, she says.

The scenic spot has also rolled out an 
English service and multiple payment 
methods for inbound travelers, whose vis­
its reached 241,000 as of Sept 12, accord­
ing to the Badaling Culture and Tourism 
Group.

To spice up the tourist experience, Yan­
qing has rolled out night boating on the 
Guihe River, which starts from the district 
and runs 18.5 km from east to west.

The river has been transformed into a 
realm of mystery and serenity under the 
embrace of the night sky, with the gen­
tly swaying reeds, heart-shaped islands 
and an illuminated pagoda dotting the 
surroundings and casting beautiful 
reflections.

Several performances take place during 
the boat trip, highlighting stories about 
local people and the legendary ruler Shun 
of more than 4,000 years ago.

Zhai is positive that more visitors will 
come now that the Beijing culture and tour­
ism authorities have put the district’s night 
tours of the Great Wall and the Guihe River 
on the map.

“We have received positive feedback from 
tourists and will certainly expect more of 
them to come,” Zhai says.

transformed into creative art studios, 
uniquely styled restaurants and bars.

“Under the night sky, the blast furnaces, 
cooling towers as well as the crisscrossing 
pipes give both a strong industrial vibe and 
a surreal atmosphere as they are bathed in 
flickering lights,” Zhang says.

Additionally, employees who used to 
work for the former steel plant have been 
invited to walk visitors down the history of 
the park.

The Shijingshan culture and tourism 
bureau has worked with the park’s admin­
istration and planned a series of night 
activities lasting till the end of October.

Each activity will carry a distinctive 
theme and invites artists of different gen­
res, according to the park’s administration. 

Other parts of the capital have also 
arranged cultural and tourism experiences 
to spice up the nightlife.

In Tongzhou, an eastern district of Bei­
jing, market fairs, stadiums and libraries 
are lighting up the night, and boats carry­
ing passengers meander the Grand Canal. 

Guo Xiangbing says she has felt her 
neighborhood come alive since the Yueli- 
anghe (Moon River) fair opened during the 
Labor Day holiday in May.

The fair on the bank of the canal has 
attracted more than 300 businesses and 
remains a tourism hot spot, with the num­
ber of daily night visitors peaking at 
30,000, according to the fair’s organizers. 

“The neighborhood has a good environ­
ment, with both woodlands and a river, but 
there were no nearby shopping areas until 
the fair took place,” Guo says.

She often takes her grandson to the fair 
to enjoy gourmet food and creative cultural 
items, which have spiced up the social life 
of her family, Guo adds.

Su Beibei has been running a cold drinks 
and spicy hotpot business at the Yueliang- 
he fair for more than three months. She can 
sell 300 to 500 drinks and 100 to 200 serv­
ings of hotpot a night.

“Sometimes, we’re sold out before the 
fair ends and visitors who come late have to 
wait until the next time,” Su says.

She says she will continue her busi­
ness in the fair, not just because of the 
heavy foot traffic but the well-organized 

management.
“They (the management personnel) have 

strict standards for hygiene, quality and 
product styles. Once a vendor meets these 
requirements, the market doesn’t interfere 
with their operations,” Su says.

As the fair’s popularity grows, more ven­
dors have shown a desire to join in. 

“The market started with a focus on 
families with children, but has since 
expanded to cater to entire families and 
young consumer groups, with an increas­
ing variety of businesses,” says Quan Ping,

7i

A guide 
explains an
artwork in an 
exhibition about 
the Mogao ____
Grottoes during an 
evening event at the 
China Arts and Crafts 
Museum in Beijing in 
early August. 
WANG ZIRU / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

Tourists enjoy 
the view on a 
boat during a 
night tour of the 
Guihe River 
organized by the 
Badaling Culture and 
Tourism Group. 
YUAN YI / FOR CHINA DAILY

A night boating experience on the Guihe River in northwestern Beijing's 
Yanqing district is a big draw for visitors, provided to china daily

Residents and tourists pedal boats across Shichahai Lake this summer. 
LI MUYI / FOR CHINA DAILY
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Cycling at
night is among nlL

the many vUSn
cultural and wQ
tourism
programs
launched by Beijing 
authorities to let the 
public better appreciate 
what the capital has to 
offer. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Tan happy to bear the weight of responsibility in new role
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Hungary’s Balazs Katz and Csaba Banyik take on Nikola Mitro and 
Bogdan Marojevic of Serbia in the men's doubles final on Sept 22.

Online

Watch the video
by scanning
the code.

By XING WEN
xingwen@chiTiadailyeom.cn

gift: a traditional Egyptian women’s 
outfit from Fatma Omar, a 5O-year- 
old powerlifting icon. Once rivals on 
the platform, Omar and Tan have 
since become close friends.

Their friendship began at the 2012 
London Paralympics. “Omar has 
always been my idol. We hit it off 
immediately, and she had a great 
impression of me. During the Lon­
don Games, she gifted me an Egyp­
tian team uniform, and I was 
thrilled; I felt like she was an older 
sister,” Tan recalled.

In the years that followed, Tan 
and Omar crossed paths at numer­
ous competitions, greeting each oth­
er warmly and deepening their

standing performances, but also 
built lasting friendships with ath­
letes from around die world.

With her sights set on the future, 
she is committed to embracing 
greater responsibilities and having 
a meaningful impact on the 
advancement of sports for athletes 
with disabilities.

At just seven years of age, Tan 
faced a life-changing ordeal when 
she developed osteomyelitis, which 
resulted in a disability in her right 
leg. For six years during elementary 
school, she was unable to partici­
pate in physical education classes.

In 2003, at the age of 13, after try­
ing her hand at weightlifting, Tan’s 
talent was evident and she was rec­
ommended for athlete selection by 
the Xiangtan Disabled Persons’ Fed­
eration in Hunan province. Her 
coach, Peng Xiangrong, was immedi­
ately impressed when he witnessed 
her lifting weights well beyond what 
was typical for her age, leading him 
to invite her to join the team.

Within a month of training, Tan 
clinched her first championship at 
the Hunan provincial para games.

With unwavering support from 
her family, Tan embarked on her jour­
ney in competitive sports, expressing 
that becoming an athlete brought her 
immense joy and fulfillment.

By 2009, at 19, she had won her 
first national championship and 
earned a spot on the national team. 
That October, she made her interna­
tional debut, swiftly claiming the 
title of world champion.

Since then, before every competi­
tion, Tan lets out a primal yell. 

“It’s a cry against my challenging 
fate, a shout for lifting the weight of 
my dreams,” she explained.

Beijing crowd gets its kicks, as teqball 
looks to tap Chinese market

Before each lift, Tan Yujiao sits 
quietly on the weightlifting plat­
form, absorbing the moment, before 
unleashing a shout that reverber­
ates through the arena. This ritual, 
she believes, helps her sync with the 
competition’s rhythm, serving as 
both a release and a rallying cry.

“Every athlete on that stage faces 
not just their competitors, but also 
the challenge of surpassing them­
selves,” she reflects.

At 33, Tan remains a formidable 
force, consistently pushing her own 
limits. Over 21 years, she lias shat­
tered the world record 21 times.

Most recently, at the Paris Para­
lympics, she lifted 142 kilograms in 
the women’s 67 kg powerlifting final, 
beating her own personal best and 
clinching her third consecutive Par­
alympic title.

“The feeling of suipassing myself 
is incredible. I truly enjoyed this 
competition; it felt like a perfect 
match,” Tan said.

She celebrated another achieve­
ment in Paris — being elected to the 
International Paralympic Commit­
tee Athletes’ Council with 281 votes, 
making her the first Chinese athlete 
to assume the role.

“I look forward to representing 
athletes with disabilities on the 
International Paralympic Commit­
tee platform, and aim to serve as a 
bridge for effective communication 
between Chinese Paralympic ath­
letes and the global Paralympic 
community” she said.

After more than a decade of inter­
national competition, Tan has not 
only consistently delivered out-

bond. When Omar moved to Tan’s 
weight class, they became direct 
competitors.

During the women’s 67 kg power­
lifting final at the Tokyo Paralym­
pics, Tan secured gold, while Omar 
claimed silver. After the event, Omar 
extended her heartfelt congratula­
tions to Tan.

Last year, Omar announced her 
retirement from powerlifting, but 
their friendship remains steadfast. 
At the Paris Paralympics, she attend­
ed as an official with the Egyptian 
delegation. On the night of Tan’s vic­
tory, the two reunited in the Para­
lympic Village, engaging in a long, 
joyful conversation.

“She cares deeply about my train­
ing and life, always encouraging me 
to keep going,” Tan shared.

As the Games concluded, Tan pre­
pared some special gifts for Omar: a 
box of West Lake Longjing tea and a 
handmade flower. “I hope our 
friendship blooms forever, just like 
this flower,” Tan said.

Phakpong Dejaroen of Thailand in action at the Teqball World
Series Beijing on Sept 22. photos provided to china daily

established a voting station in the 
Paralympic Village, showcasing can­
didates’ photos and names. Each 
athlete could cast one vote, and can­
didates had the opportunity to 
introduce themselves in hopes of 
securing support.

Tan actively engaged with ath­
letes from different countries and 
regions between events.

“This process tested my commu­
nication skills, and I feel I learned a 
lot,” Tan said. “At first, I was hesitant 
when talking to foreign athletes, 
worried about being rejected. But, I 
quickly realized that reaching out 
often invites kindness in return, 
which helped me gain confidence.” 

Throughout her interactions, she 
also noticed the expanding influ­
ence of Chinese athletes with disa­
bilities on the international stage. 

“The phrase “vote for Chinese ath­
letes’ proved effective when speaking 
with athletes from other countries. 
They might not know me personally, 
but they certainly recognize China. 
Many responded positively, saying, 
‘no problem’, so their votes also 
reflect support for our country?’

At the closing ceremony, Tan 
stood alongside five other newly 
elected IPC Athletes’ Council mem­
bers, embodying a shared commit­
ment to advocate for athletes with 
disabilities.

Reflecting on her new role, Tan 
feels a profound and unwavering 
sense of responsibility.

“We need to make our voices 
heard and increase visibility; this is 
one of my future goals. If I can lever­
age my platform to draw attention 
to athletes with disabilities and pro­
mote the growth of disability sports, 
I see that as a success.”
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ungary’s Krisztina Acs deftly sent the soccer ball 
soaring through the air toward her male teammate, 
Csaba Banyik, who, with lightning reflexes and a 
sudden burst of energy, raised his leg high above his

shoulder to deliver a swift roundhouse kick.
Instead of firing the ball toward a goal, it spun over a clear 

plastic divider and onto the opposite side of an oddly curved 
ping-pong table.

This is mixed-doubles teqball — a Hungarian-born fusion of 
soccer and table tennis that has been around for more than a 
decade.

It’s played on a curved tabletop that measures three meters in 
length, is 1.7 meters wide, 0.76 meters high, and is bisected by a 
rigid “net”

Typically, the game is contested in three-set matches, with 
doubles competitions being more popular than singles. Partici­
pants use a slightly underinflated ball and, similar to soccer, are 
allowed to strike it with any part of their body except their hands. 

With its non-contact nature and gender-equitable competi­
tions, it lias been gaining popularity around the globe.

Currently, this soccer-based sport boasts over 5,000 athletes 
in more than 150 countries and regions, with over 2,000 clubs 
established worldwide.

On Sept 22, the Teqball World Series Beijing, which attracted 
more than 120 contestants from 16 countries, wrapped up in 
Beijing’s Olympic Forest Park.

The event, co-hosted by the International Federation of Teq­
ball (FITEQ), Beijing Olympic City Development Association 
(BODA), Beijing Sports Federation and the government of Cha- 
oyang district, was the highest-paying stop in the history of the 
Teqball World Series, with a total prize purse of $60,000. 

“Among the domestic events I’ve participated in, tliis compe­
tition featured the highest number of high-level foreign play­
ers,” said Subiyinuer Abudureheman, a player from Urumqi, 
capital of China’s Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, who took 
part in the mixed doubles.

Salman Alibrahim from Kuwait expressed his admiration for 
the spacious outdoor competition venue.

“I love the vibes here. The weather is great, and there are 
many spectators,” said the 25-year-old.

He transitioned from playing soccer to become a professional 
teqball player due to the limited popularity of the sport in Kuwait. 

“Very few people in Kuwait play teqball. Many are unaware of 
this sport. I want to focus on promoting it among more people 
in my country?’ he added.

Apor Gyorgydeak, 24, the world No 1 “teqer” from Romania, 
continued to demonstrate his dominance in the game by claim­
ing the men’s singles tide.

“I’m happy that I managed to extend my undefeated streak, 
and my plan is to keep it up until the end of the year,” he said.

Tan Yujiao of China celebrates clinching gold in the 2024 Paris 
Paralympics women’s 67kg powerlifting on Sept 7. xinhua

Long-lasting friendship
At die awards ceremony of the 

Paris Paralympics, Tan took the stage 
in her prosthetics, bending down for 
a group photo and kissing die cheeks 
of silver medalist Fatma Elyan from 
Egypt and bronze medalist Maria de 
Fatima Costa de Castro from Brazil. 
The three atiiletes embraced warm­
ly, with genuine smiles.

“We had competed together 
before, so we were quite familiar 
with one another. This time, we all 
achieved good results, and the 
friendly atmosphere really moved 
me,” Tan said.

Following her gold medal win in 
Paris, Tan received an unexpected

Shared commitment
Before die finals at the Paralym­

pics, Tan received an email from the 
International Paralympic Commit­
tee announcing her election to the 
IPC Atiiletes’ Council.

From Aug 26-Sept 5, athletes at 
the Paris Paralympics cast their 
votes for over 20 candidates, repre­
senting exceptional athletes from 
various sports across four conti­
nents. Ultimately, in the voting, 
which involved 1,800 atiiletes, Tan 
secured one of top positions in the 
final tally.

Tan shared that she was nominat­
ed by the Chinese Paralympic Com­
mittee. During the Games, the IPC
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Poland’s Marek Pokwap in action at the Teqball World Series 
Beijing on Sept 22. Pokwap was named the tournament's Best Male 
Athlete.
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Gyorgydeak enjoys the recognition brought by the emerging 
sport and the travel experiences of attending different interna­
tional tournaments.

The Teqball World Championships, an annual competition 
organized by FITEQ, is currently the most important event for 
the world’s teqball players.

Its inaugural edition took place in 2017 in Budapest, Hunga­
ry, where Adam Blazsovics, a local, became the first-ever teqball 
singles world champion.

The seasoned teqer also competed in Beijing. It’s not his first 
time visiting China, as he participated in the Teqball Tour event 
held in Qingdao, Shandong province, in 2023 and the Xiamen 
Challenger Cup in Xiamen, Fujian province, in 2020.

Through the years, he notes, the pace of the matches at teq­
ball events hosted in China has accelerated.

“Participants are becoming stronger, with more powerful 
smashes, and the organization of the game here is also improv­
ing,” Blazsovics remarked.

Blazsovics, who studied to become a PE teacher at the Uni­
versity of Physical Education in Budapest, where he first tried 
playing teqball, shared his thoughts on the sport.

“I think it is a great opportunity for young people. Teqball is 
not a contact sport, so you don’t have to worry about injuries 
caused by rough collisions.

“Perseverance is extremely important in tliis sport In the begin­
ning, you may often foil, but it is crucial not to give up,” he said.

For Chinese teqer Cui Yazhen, teqball demands precise tech­
nical skills that require continuous practice. Now a PE teacher 
at Jimei University in Xiamen, she transitioned to teqball after 
retiring from professional soccer due to injuries.

“Teqball places high demands on players’ flexibility and coor­
dination, with relatively lower requirements for speed and 
endurance.

“It means that I can continue participating in this soccer­
based sport, post-injury” Cui explained.

BODA has been actively promoting the emerging sport in 
China. On Sept 20, it partnered with FITEQ, Capital University 
of Physical Education and Sports, and the Beijing Teqball Asso­
ciation to establish the International Teqball Research Center, 
aiming to improve, develop and promote the sport

According to Gao Yunchao, deputy director of BODA, Beijing 
now lias nearly 40 teqball promotion bases, with almost 30,000 
participants engaging in teqball activities throughout the year. 

“The development of teqball in China is crucial, as it will 
impact the growth of the spoil not just in Asia, but globally” 
said Gabor Borsanyi, president of FITEQ and one of the crea­
tors of the hybrid sport.

“FITEQ’s goal is to make
teqball an Olympic sport,
and I believe that the devel- 
opment of teqball in China a

will accelerate the realiza-
tion of this objective." '
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CUE: A pivotal platform for high-level opening-up
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CHINA INTERNATIONAL 
IMPORT EXPO

vakia, Benin, Burundi and Madagascar will 
join, as well as the United Nations Children’s 
Fund.

tion of luxury brands, fast fashion leaders 
and top beauty companies in the Consumer 
Goods Exhibition. In the Medical Equipment 
and Healthcare Products Exhibition, the 
world’s top 10 medical device manufacturers 
and 11 Fortune 500 pharmaceutical compa­
nies will showcase groundbreaking innova­
tions in biotechnology and digital healthcare 
solutions.

As lively celebrations of the 75th anniver­
sary of the People’s Republic of China are 
taking place nationwide, the China Interna­
tional Import Expo, a global stage for inno­
vation, trade and collaboration, underscores 
the country’s commitment to high-level 
opening-up and international partnership.

The CUE, now preparing for its seventh 
edition in Shanghai this November, has 
evolved into a landmark event in the global 
trade calendar. It offers a dynamic platform 
for developed nations, emerging markets 
and the world’s least-developed countries, 
or LDCs, to showcase their products, servi­
ces and innovations, making it one of the 
most influential trade fairs worldwide.

Seventh edition of major 
import-themed expo set 
for November in Shanghai

Worldwide stage
Over the past six editions, a range of global 

companies, be it flagship brands or small and 
medium-sized enterprises, have embraced 
China’s first-ever international import expo 
to share their innovations with the world.

“Participating in the CUE is very reward­
ing, as it gives us the chance to introduce our 
latest innovations to Chinese consumers,” 
said Bernd Wagner, CEO of WS Audiology 
China.

Over the past sixyears, companies from 173 
countries and regions have participated in 
the CUE and achieved more than $420 bil­
lion in tentative transactions. Nearly 2,500 
products, technologies and services have 
debuted at past editions of the event.

This year’s CUE is set to impress with a

esteemed government officials, Nobel Prize 
laureates and senior executives from leading 
global industries to address a diverse array of 
topics, including sustainable industrial devel­
opment, climate-resilient trade and the 30th 
anniversary of the World Trade Organization. 

Discussions will also address intellectual 
property protection, Al advancements and 
renewable energy, alongside the release of 
the World Openness Report 2024.

Industry experts and member companies 
will be invited to engage in dialogues at desig­
nated booths, enhancing the overall experi­
ence and encouraging collaboration and 
knowledge sharing among attendees.

“The Hongqiao Forum is showing increas­
ingly extensive influence worldwide. We 
regard the forum as a premier platform to 
enhance global communication and pro­
mote sustainable development,” said Wang 
Dawei, economics affairs officer at the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Develop­
ment

To strengthen connections among global 
political, business and academic leaders, this 
year’s CIIE & HQF GALA will once again pre­
cede the opening ceremony, offering 
enhanced services such as early information 
disclosure to keep forum guests well-in­
formed. Media interactions will be intro­
duced to boost visibility and engagement.

Attendees can look forward to the upcom­
ing release of the 2024 Hongqiao Forum 
guest list, which promises an exciting lineup 
of distinguished participants.

ByMALINMIAO
malinmiao @ chinadaily.com.cn

New chapter
Seventy-five years on, China stands at the 

threshold of a new chapter, marked by pro­
found economic growth, technological inno­
vation and a renewed commitment to 
fostering international partnerships.

As the nation expands unilateral market 
access to LDCs and streamlines visa-free 
entry policies, foreign enterprises are demon­
strating heightened enthusiasm for engaging 
with the Chinese market.

Following a successful edition in 2023, the 
seventh CIIE is gearing up for another 
rewarding event, aimed at connecting global 
companies and sharing a multitude of mar­
ket opportunities with the world.

I W

HONGQIAO INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC FORUM

Global gathering
The CIIE is not China’s solo show, but rath­

er a chorus involving countries from around 
the world, organizers said.

Since its launch in 2018, following the first 
Belt and Road Forum for International Coop­
eration, the expo has played a pivotal role in 
promoting global collaboration and creating 
new trade opportunities.

More than 180 countries, regions and inter­
national organizations have participated, 
with 151 of them involved in the Belt and Road 
Initiative. Eight BRICS nations, including 
new members Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the Unit­
ed Arab Emirates, Iran and Ethiopia, have 
secured a prominent presence at the expo’s 
Country Exhibition, highlighting the CIIE’s 
significance as a global hub for economic col­
laboration. Moreover, the expo provides cru­
cial support to LDCs such as Cambodia and 
Ethiopia, enabling their participation by 
offering assistance with booth construction, 
product transportation and accommodation.

The 2024 edition is set to welcome more 
than 70 countries and international organi­
zations, surpassing last year’s participation. 
First-time participants such as Norway, Slo-

Promoting openness
The seventh Hongqiao International Eco­

nomic Forum will once again champion the 
theme of openness, with a focus on “High- 
Standard Opening-up for Inclusive and Ben­
eficial Globalization”. Slated for November 
in Shanghai, alongside the CIIE, a series of 
subforums will convene international lead­
ers, top economists and entrepreneurs to 
tackle global issues and share valuable 
insights.

The subforums will bring together 

CHrMA fhrrCTrtATIONAL 
IMPOST EXPO

diverse showcase of global products, rein­
forcing its dedication to innovation and 
cross-sector collaboration.

According to the CIIE Bureau, the 2024 
edition will feature the world’s largest grain 
merchants and vegetable seed companies, 
alongside dedicated sections spotlighting 
French agribusiness and African food prod­
ucts.

Sustainability and cutting-edge technolo­
gy remain at the forefront. For example, the 
Automobile Exhibition will highlight 12 For­
tune 500 companies, with 90 percent of the 
vehicles on display being electric or made 
from recyclable materials.

Meanwhile, the Intelligent Industry and 
Information Technology Exhibition will 
introduce a special section for new materials 
and an enhanced artificial intelligence expe­
rience zone, featuring industry giants such as 
Invista and SK Group.

Attendees can also explore a curated selec­

CI 1E Celebrates the 75th Anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China

■S3 
H

NEW ERA
SH*RtO FUTVM

The South Square at the National Exhibition and Convention Center (Shanghai), where the seventh CIIE will be hosted. 
LIU YUAN / CHINA DAILY

121 SPORTS Tuesday, October 1,2024

i!ii

~ ■


