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Imagine the United States as 
a manufacturing powerhouse 
today, producing around 65 
percent of the world’s new 
energy vehicles, 80 percent of 
solar panels, 80 percent of bat­
tery cells and over 60 percent 
of global wind turbines. Next, 
envision China, Russia and 
India, as well as other malcon­
tents, imposing massive tariffs 
of up to 100 percent on all 
imports of NEVs, solar panels, 
battery cells and wind turbines 
from the US.

The US plus its Group of 
Seven and “Five Eyes” allies 
would lift off into collective 
and outraged orbit — aided by 
their equally furious main­
stream media outlets. And 
they would be entirely right to 
do so, given the startling evi­
dence of the impact of long­
term and harmful climate 
change on everyone. 

It is not hard to picture some 
headlines: “China, Russia, 
India and other easily led fol­
lowers declare war on Planet 
Earth” or “We have a solution 
to global warming but China 
and others want to wreck it” 
and so on.

According to the latest West­
ern public data, there already 
is a single country currently 
responsible for those NEV, 
solar panel, battery and wind 
turbine outputs.

road and railwaj' links to the ROK 
and fortify relevant areas on its side 
with strong defense structures.

Mao, the Foreign Ministry spokes­
woman, said that tensions on the 
peninsula do not serve the common 
interests of parties concerned and 
the top priority is to avoid further 
escalation of the situation.

“China’s position of being com­
mitted to safeguarding peace and 
stability on the peninsula and pro­
moting a political settlement has 
not changed,” she said.

After Tuesday’s demolitions,avideo 
released by the ROK military showed 
an explosion and a plume of smoke 
rising above an area of road where the

activity. In these fields, five to eight 
missions will be proposed and initi­
ated, with two to three major pro­
jects expected to deliver landmark 
results.

Between 2028 and 2035, China 
will deploy a range of space sci­
ence missions, envisioning about 
15 projects in frontier areas such 
as the early universe, nearby habit­
able exoplanets, early solar system 
exploration and the search for 
extraterrestrial life.

During this phase, China will also 
continue operating the Tiangong 
space station, undertake feasibility 
studies for crewed lunar explora­
tion and the establishment of an 
international lunar research sta­
tion, and conduct approximately 15 
space science satellite missions.

Between 2036 and 2050, China 
aims to achieve international lead­
ership in critical fields, establish­
ing itself as a “global space science 
power”.

During the period, the country 
aspires to make “revolutionary 
breakthroughs in basic research” 
in areas such as the origin and evo­
lution of the universe, the nature 
of space-time, the origins of the 
solar system and life, and crewed 
deep-space exploration, thereby 
“expanding the boundaries of 
human knowledge and advancing 
human civilization”.

Meanwhile, China also plans to 
guide the global development of 
space science, proposing over 30 
missions and positioning itself 
with core competitiveness and 
strong leadership in the next wave 
of the scientific and technological 
revolution.

By JIANG CHENGLONG 
jiangchenglong@chinadailycom.cn

sufficient employment. It request­
ed that authorities at all levels 
“actively respond to the impact of 
the rapidly developing emerging 
technologies, such as artificial 
intelligence, on employment”

Ni Ying, China country head of 
the multinational human resour-
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DPRK had put up a black barrier. 
The cross-border roads and rail­

ways are remnants of rapproche­
ment that included a 2018 summit. 

Tensions mounted after the DPRK 
last week accused the ROK of send­
ing drones over its capital Pyong­
yang. It said the drones scattered a 
“huge number” of anti-DPRK leaf­
lets, and warned that Seoul would 
“pay a dear price” for this.

The DPRK has “secured clear evi­
dence” showing that the ROK mili­
tary is the “main culprit” of the 
hostile provocation of violating the 
DPRK’s sovereignty by intruding 
into the sky over its capital, said Kim 
Yo-jong, vice-department director of 
the Central Committee of the Work­
ers’ Party of Korea.

The ROK government has 
declined to say whether its military 
or civilians had flown the alleged 
drones.

The government of the ROK’s 
Gyeonggi Province, bordering the 
DPRK, said on Tuesday that a spe­
cial police force would be brought in 
to crack down on the practice of fly­
ing anti-DPRK leaflets from some 
border areas.

ces company The Adecco Group 
(TAG), said he was excited to learn 
about the guideline. “It is the first 
time that the central government 
has associated Al with the job mar­
ket,” Ni said. “This will help compa­
nies of our kind to expand our 
vision, reminding us to explore 
new opportunities while address­
ing challenges brought by the rap­
idly evolving technologies.”

www.chinadailyglobal.com

A member of

hile the boom in artifi­
cial intelligence is ush­
ering in new job 

opportunities, experts are caution­
ing it will also bring short-term 
pain and change for some skilled 
workers and professionals.

At the end of last month, the gov­
ernment released a guideline that 
aims to promote high-quality and

China has taken note of the current 
situation on the Korean Peninsula 
and urged relevant parties to work 
actively for a political settlement of 
the issue, Foreign Ministry spokes­
woman Mao Ning said on TUesday. 

“As a close neighbor of the Korean 
Peninsula, China is closely monitor­
ing the developments of the situa­
tion on the peninsula and the 
relations between the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea and the 
Republic of Korea,” Mao said at a 
regular news briefing in Beijing.

The ROK’s joint chiefs of staff said 
its military fired shots within south­
ern limits of the inter-Korean bor­
der as it bolstered its readiness and 
surveillance posture, as the ROK 
issued a statement saying that the 
DPRK blew up parts of inter-Korean 
roads in the north.

The statement said the DPRK mil­
itary carried out detonations 
around noon, purportedly with the 
objective to block roads on the 
DPRK side of the western Gyeongui 
and the eastern Donghae lines, 
north of die military demarcation 
line.

On Oct 9, the general staff of the 
Korean People’s Army said the 
DPRK would completely cut off

A TV report about the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea blowing 
up parts of inter-Korean roads on its side plays on a screen at a railway 
station in Seoul, Republic of Korea, on Tuesday. In a symbolic display 
of anger, DPRK on Tuesday blew up the northern sections of unused 
road and rail routes that once linkedit with ROK. ahn young-joon /ap
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Lunar missions
At the news conference, Yang 

Xiaoyu, director of the Department 
of System Engineering at the China 
National Space Administration, 
revealed more details about Chi­
na’s specific plans for future lunar 
exploration.

The Chang’e 7 robotic probe will 
investigate die environment and 
resources on the lunar south pole,
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Skills upgrade required by some workers to meet new demands, 
experts say
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attract more foreign tourists 
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Habitability of celestial bodies in the solar 
system and of exoplanets to be explored

China unveiled on Tuesday its 
first-ever medium- and long-term 
plan for space science develop­
ment, looking to establish itself 
as a “global space science power” 
by 2050.

The plan, which was jointly 
released by the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, the China National Space 
Administration and the China 
Manned Space Agency at a news 
conference held by the State Council 
Information Office, aims to achieve 
‘landmark original results with sig­
nificant international impact’:

It oudines the development goals 
of China’s space science, including 
17 priority areas under five key sci­
entific themes. The themes include 
the extreme universe, the sun-Earth 
panoramic view, habitable planets, 
and biological and physical sciences 
in space, said Ding Chibiao, vice- 
president of the CAS.

China will explore the habitabili­
ty of celestial bodies in the solar sys­
tem and of exoplanets, as well as 
conduct missions to search for 
extraterrestrial life, Ding said, add­
ing that the priority areas also 
include sustainable development, 
the origin and evolution of solar 
system, and characterization of 
planetary atmospheres.

The key scientific questions to be 
addressed include die habitability 
and signs of extraterrestrial life on 
Mars, icy moons and ice giants, and 
exoplanets.

The plan outlined a three-phase 
road map leading to 2050.

By 2027, China intends to con­
tinuously secure world-class 
achievements in disciplines 
where it has a strong foundation 
and advantages, such as high-en­
ergy time-domain astronomy, the 
origin and evolution of the moon 
and Mars, and microgravity phys­
ics.

Additionally, it will consider 
implementing a series of space sci­
ence missions in cutting-edge are­
as, including dark matter and 
extreme universe studies, gravita­
tional waves, exoplanets, and solar

Two FedEx trucks wait to transport a pair of 3-year-old giant pandas, Bao Li and Qing Bao, after they arrived on a FedEx Boeing 777 plane 
from China at Dulles International Airport in Virginia on Tuesday. The pandas are now at the National Zoo in Washington DC. 
KENTNISHIMURA/GETTY IMAGES VIAAF See Story, page 3

NASA, SpaceX 
set to explore 
Jupiter’s moon 
WORLD, PAGE 9
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enhancing productivity will be the main 
function of Al, which has received great 
attention over the past two years, he said.

Huang Yiping, dean of Peking University’s 
National School of Development, is skepti­
cal about the extent Al can help improve 
productivity

He said the current market craze for Al 
coincides with the logic behind the Solow 
computer paradox, also known as produc­
tivity paradox. American economist Robert 
Solow determined that productivity has not 
proportionally improved amid the prolifera­
tion of computers. As more investment is 
made in information technology, worker 
productivity may even go down instead of 
up, according to the paradox.

"l

GA'

tional Federation of Robotics.
Japan’s unemployment rate was 2.6 per­

cent in 2022, down 0.2 percentage points 
from a year earlier, according to its Ministry 
of Internal Affairs and Communications.

China has rapidly caught up in automa­
tion in recent years. It was fifth in the IFR 
rankings, using 392 robots per 10,000 
employees in 2022. IFR experts defined Chi­
na as having “high robot density”, especially 
given that the nation still has a large manu­
facturing industry workforce.

But, it should also be noted that China’s 
urban employment rate was 5.6 percent in 
2022.

The large service sector in Japan may 
be one reason for the disparity. Terti­
ary industry’s contribution to Japan’s 
GDP was around 75 percent in 2022, 
while China’s was 53.3 percent the 
same year. Though the service industry’s 
contribution to China’s GDP rose to 54.6 
percent last year, there is still room for 
growth, Ni said.

ants have already been churned out. We can 
foresee that demand for one-on-one care 
provided for the elderly will rise in China. 
This may lead to other job opportunities, 
like conducting background checks for 
these service providers or related training,” 
said Ni.

He cited food delivery and express couri­
er services as other good examples of 

potential growth areas. A decade 
ago they were at a nascent stage 

■l in China, but today the size of 
5. these service providers is huge.

“There should be more educa­
tion in the Chinese job market, tell­

ing people that service industries are 
not inferior to office work,” he said.
However, experts say it is still too early 

to predict the impact of emerging technol­
ogies on the employment landscape.

Business leaders around the world believe 
the biggest skills gap currently lies in crea­
tivity and innovation, according to a report 
released by TAG in April. However, the huge 
rise in Al technology does not mean that 
these skills wall become obsolete.

About 57 percent of 2,000 C-suite execu­
tives polled by TAG think the “human 
touch” is more influential than Al in the 
workplace, and say human attributes are 
highly valued. Interestingly, human attrib­
utes are especially valued by leaders in the 
tech sector, according to the report.

Tim Wannenmacher, co-head of Global 
Markets for UBS Asia Pacific, identified 
finance as one of the sectors with the largest 
cost-saving opportunities through the adop­
tion of Al. Half of all jobs in this sector are 
likely to be automated or augmented with 
Al, he said.

UBS started to use Al about 10 years ago, 
and it now lias more than 100 live Al models 
to support decision-making and process 
automation.

However, Wannenmacher does not expect 
Al will widely replace financial professionals 
in the near term. Supporting human staff by

Productivity questions
The World Bank has reached an even 

more surprising conclusion.
Despite rapid advances in technology, 

productivity growth across emerging mar­
kets has been declining over the past two 
decades, Anna Bjerde, the World Bank’s 
managing director of operations, said at the 
Bund Summit in Shanghai last month.

Since the global financial crisis of 2007- 
2009, the decline in labor productivity growth 
has been broad-based, affecting 70 percent of 
economies and over 80 percent of the global 
extreme poor. This decline lias reached all 
regions of the developing world, including 
East Asia, according to World Bank data.

“Everybody is talking about Al. But we 
have not really seen the hard evidence show­
ing the increases in productivity, profit, or 
companies’ earnings,” Huang said.

It will take “a little bit longer” to see the 
results of advances in technology demon­
strated in productivity numbers, he said. 
While some of the gains are not yet reflected 
in traditional economic measurements, tech­
nological innovation also creates structural 
issues and leads to some job losses, he added. 

Ni said a similar process will take place in 
China, as the country undergoes industrial 
restructuring.

“We have noticed a recent dip in the Chi­
nese job market. But it will only be tempo­
rary. Technology advancements require an 
upgrade in knowledge, skills, and even the 
mindset of the current labor force. This will 
cause some fluctuations in the job market,” 
he said, adding this has been the pattern of 
every industrial upgrade.

“Industries are upgrading as China calls 
for the development of new quality produc­
tive forces. Job candidates’ reskilling and 
upskilling are still underway, resulting in a 
mismatch of talent demand and supply. But, 
we can still see that China is on a trajectory 
in which technology will playa bigger role in 
economic growth,” he said.

Mark Wang, president and CEO of HSBC 
China, said in the past banks favored job 
candidates with trade and finance back­
grounds. However, those with science and 
technology backgrounds are being increas­
ingly sought by banks.

“We now like to hire candidates with 
backgrounds beyond the banking industry. 
Banks can train them, and they will later 
grasp the knowledge and skills of various 
industries. This will be the trend in the job 
market in the future,” said Wang.

Lifelong learning will be especially impor­
tant at a time of rapid technological innova­
tion, despite employees’ academic 
background, said Huo Yingli, Party secretary 
of the China Foreign Exchange lYade System. 

“While business development and technol­
ogy development used to be separate, these 
two are now merged. In other words, employ­
ees need to develop skills in both aspects if 
they aspire to personal growth or more 
opportunities on their career path,” she said.
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A staff member demonstrates the Al White­
board Enhancement System at the Beijing 

Education Equipment Exhibition in the capi­
tal on April 9. du jianpo / for china daily

Human touch
The September guideline to pro­

mote high-quality employment 
implied there are fresh employment 
opportunities in China, especially in 
the “silver economy’! he said.

New sectors in the healthcare 
industry should be explored, j
according to the guideline. J
Healthcare should be more m

deeply integrated with elderly 3
care services, tourism, recrea­
tion, and food, to nurture ■ jj 
new employment opportu- 
nities, it said.

“As China faces an 
increasingly aging socie- 
ty, there will be rising Ha 
demand for services to 
be provided to the eld- 
erly group. New jobs 
such as bath assist-

Primary school students learn about the appli­
cation of Al in study at the iFlytek's Artificial 

Intelligence Experience Center in Hefei, Anhui 
province, on Aug 4. chen sanhu / for china daily

The Chinese job market has good pros­
pects for candidates alreadj' armed with Al 
know-how.

According to the Chinese recruitment 
portal Zhaopin, employment vacancies for 
experts specializing in language processing 
related to large language models (LLMs) 
increased by 111 percent year-on-year in the 
first six months of this year.

The number of job openings for people 
with robot algorithm and deep-learning 
skills were up 76 percent and 61 percent 
respectively during the same period.

The leapfrog in development that Al tech­
nology has made over the past two years is 
undoubtedly the reason for the surging 
demand for such talent, experts from Zhao­
pin said.

The overall demand for Al talent has been 
on the rise in China. Market consultancy 
McKinsey & Company estimates that China 
will need 6 million professionals with profi­
cient Al knowledge by 2030, which is six 
times the number in 2022. However, the tal­
ent gap may be as high as 4 million by that 
time.

But Al, like all the other technologies, is a 
double-edged sword. While some candi­
dates are highly sought after thanks to their 
Al knowledge, others may find the emerging 
technology a threat to their job security.

Finance, audit, tax, translation, and bank­
ing positions will be the most affected by Al, 
said Guo Sheng, CEO of Zhaopin.

A visitor 
experiences 
VR games at 
a metaverse 
industrial
park in Kun­
shan, Jiang­
su province. 
LI GA / XINHUA
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Hiring affected
The adoption of LLM has already affected 

hiring in customer services and operations 
in China, which was down 2 percentage 
points in the first half of this year compared 
with die same period in 2022, said Hu Jia- 
yin, assistant professor from the National 
School of Development at Peking University. 

LLM’s impact on sales and business devel­
opment was greater still, cutting job oppor­
tunities by 5 percentage points in the first 
half of the year.

Even professionals specializing in soft­
ware and hardware development are not 
immune. Hiring for these skilled profession­
als was down by 1 percentage point in die 
first half of the year due to the spread of Al, 
said Hu.

The Al boom’s impact on the job market is 
different from other advances in technology, 
said Peta Latimer, president of international 
human resources sendee provider Mercer in 
Asia.

While blue-collar workers were die most 
vulnerable during the previous technology 
revolutions, white-collar workers and pro­
fessionals wi 11 be affected the most by Al, die 
first time in history this has happened.

Ni from TAG predicts about 20 percent of 
die current head count in offices can be 
replaced by machines or other automated 
solutions. While it is quite easy to determine 
the jobs that are replaceable, it is still 
unclear what new employment opportuni­
ties can be created for these office personnel 
in the near term, he said.

But one thing is certain, more people will 
be working in die service industry when 
technology proliferates further, said Ni.

Japan may serve as a good reference. While 
it is one of die most automated countries in 
the world, the unemployment rate has 
remained low for years. The large and highly 
diverse sendee sector in Japan has provided 
plenty of job opportunities, Ni added.

Japan deployed about 397 robots per 
10,000 employees in 2022, making it the 
fourth-largest automated country in the 
world, following South Korea, Singapore, 
and Germany, according to the Interna-
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Left: Students program robots to perform kung fu during an Al class at a primary school in Liuzhou, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
region, on Sept 4. li hanchi / for china daily Right: A woman plays the Fruit Ninja game using an Al rehabilitation training system 
with the guidance of a caregiver at a nursing home in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, on June 3. zhu hongbo / for china daily
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Debt swap plan to boost economy
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nesses that accumulated during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

To further address the real estate 
downturn, a feasible solution could 
be establishing a special fund, 
financed by fiscal funds, to acquire 
housing stock and convert it into 
government-subsidized rental hous­
ing for new urban residents, said 
Wang, who also serves as a monetary 
policy committee member of the 
nation’s central bank.

The finance minister indicated 
on Saturday the scope for more fis­
cal support by saying that “other 
policy instruments are being stud­
ied”, and that there is “relatively 
large room” for the central govern­
ment to raise debt and increase the 
deficit.

Li Daokui, director of Tsinghua 
University’s Academic Center for 
Chinese Economic Practice and 
'Tli in king, said it is imperative to 
address the situation in which local 
governments face extremely tight 
cash flows while banks are flush 
with liquidity.

Li suggested that local debt at 
least equivalent to 20 percent of the 
country’s GDP, or around 30 trillion 
yuan, should be replaced with 
longer-term treasury bonds.

People visit the 44th edition of GITEX Global, a technology and startup exhibition, on its opening day on Monday in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. The annual event, which will run through Friday, features 6,500 exhibitors, 1,800 startups and 1,200 investors from over 180 
countries. It presents the latest breakthrough innovations in artificial intelligence, IoT technologies and cloud infrastructure. 
WALEED ZEIN / ANADOLU VIA GETTY IMAGES

China is likely to approve a debt 
swap program worth trillions of 
yuan as the beginning of a broader 
plan to decisively forestall any 
downward economic spiral, econo­
mists and policy advisers said.

The debt resolution program — 
set to be the biggest of its kind in 
recent years — reflects policymakers’ 
priority not only to stimulate short­
term growth but also to proactively 
tackle major structural challenges, 
opening the door to further substan­
tive policy support, they said.

The policy focus for the coming 
quarters should include further 
addressing local governments’ 
delayed payments to businesses, 
acquiring idle housing and helping 
struggling real estate developers 
overcome difficulties, they said.

The economists and advisers 
added that by alleviating debt pres­
sures feeing local governments, the 
debt swap plan wall improve corpo­
rate performance, reinvigorate 
business expectations and serve as 
an important stepping stone to eco­
nomic stabilization.

CANADA ITORONTO
4711 Yonge Street, 10th Floor

Toronto, Ontario, M2N 6K8

Tel: 416-481-5706

while the Chang’e 8 robotic 
probe will carry out technologi­
cal verification of in-situ 
resource utilization, he said, not­
ing the two missions will form 
the basis of the proposed inter­
national lunar research station. 

Yang also shared the progress 
in research related to lunar sam­
ples brought back to Earth. In 
December 2020, Chang’e 5 
brought back 1,731 grams of lunar 
soil, which he said is the “young­
est moon sample” ever obtained. 

Research has found that vol­
canic activity on the moon 
occurred as recently as 120 mil­
lion years ago, and it lias been 
discovered that the moon’s cool­
ing rate is much slower than pre­
viously thought, Yang said.

Scientists have identified a 
new mineral in the lunar sam­
ples and named it “Chang’e 
Stone”, which is the sixth miner­
al ever discovered on the moon 
by mankind, he added.

Large-scale program will improve business 
expectations, foster economic stabilization

ByZHOULANXU
and OITYANG SHI JIA

SAN FRANCISCO
235 Montgomery Street, Suite 900, San 
Francisco, CA 94104

Tel: 415-348-8288 

Fax:415-348-8388

Yan Dongjie in Beijing, Zhao 
Huanxin in New York, and 
agencies contributed to this 
story.

But it is China. And the wild-eyed 
embrace of massive, often crippling 
tariffs, in response, is being led by 
Washington, with other US “pilot 
fish” including Canada and the EU, 
scrambling to do likewise.

They argue that they must pro­
tect local manufacturers. But what 
a way to protect them and at what 
grave cost to the world’s profound 
common interest in finding real­
time and practical ways to curb 
the generation of greenhouse gas­
es arising from massive and 
entrenched fossil-fuel consump­
tion.

Meanwhile, one looks in vain for 
any sort of high-volume, primary 
condemnation of this tariff-attack 
on serious, affordable, ready-to-use 
and climate-friendly remedies by 
the mainstream Western media. 
Fevered trepidations about the 
so-called China Threat theory 
appear to have simply pushed aside 
concerns in these media outlets, 
this time round, about addressing 
the intense risks posed by climate 
change, the dangers of which they 
are normally so vocal about. 

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration in the

US notes that China is now the sin­
gle largest national emitter of 
greenhouse gases. This is a product 
of its unprecedented economic 
growth over the past 40-plus years. 
However, China’s per-capita emis­
sion of such gases, according to the 
NOAA, was only about half that of 
the US in 2021. And it is China that 
is now leading die world, by a long 
measure, in manufacturing 
remarkable and multilayered cli­
mate change responses. China 
deeply understands how serious 
the problem is, and is doing more 
than anyone else to innovate and 
develop varied and mass-market 
solutions to apply in China and glo­
bally.

Moreover, the NOAA stresses 
how the US has, overtime, released 
more heat-trapping gases than 
either China or India and that the 
US “bears more responsibility for 
the amount of warming that has 
occurred so fer and will persist for 
millennia”. Which makes this will­
ful rush to build huge tariff walls to 
shut out die most cost-effective and 
manufactured solutions we can 
find today an unthinkably bad poli­
cy approach.

This conflicted Western response 
over climate change, led by the US, 

is fundamentally irrational, as Sing­
aporean scholar Kishore Mahbu- 
bani argued during a recent 
presentation in Hong Kong. It is 
even more so given that, as he 
points out, the Western world, and 
especially the US over the past cen­
tury, has persuaded the world, to its 
great benefit, about the central 
importance of applying rational 
thinking to macro-level human 
problem solving. Despite still being 
home to so many world-class, oth­
erwise highly rational academic 
institutions, US elites, in particular, 
seem to be gripped by increasing 
spasms of self-damaging irrational­
ity

Over die past decade-plus, there 
has hardly been a geopolitical chal­
lenge that the US has encountered 
which it lias not brazenly sought to 
politicize to its own advantage. 
Washington’s politicizing of pivotal 
global warming, problem-solving 
initiatives, though, is exceptionally 
obtuse. It is terrible for consumers 
and bad for the planet. And it con­
firms that the US is a rusted-on 
buddy of global warming.

The two newly arrived giant 
pandas at the National Zoo in 
Washington DC will have plenty 
of time to overcome any jet lag, 
as they won’t make their public 
debut until the new year.

Bao Li and Qing Bao, both 3 
years old, were flown Monday 
from tiie Dujiangyan base of the 
China Conservation and Research 
Centex' for the Giant Panda and 
were taken to Chengdu Shuangliu 
International Airport.

They made a refueling stop in 
Alaska — and some 19 hours later 
— landed at Dulles International 
Airport in suburban Virginia. 
They then were loaded into spe­
cial FedEx trucks and got to the 
zoo on Tuesday before noon.

The pandas’ FedEx plane — a 
Boeing 777F cargo jet dubbed 
the “Panda Express” — and the 
trucks that transported them 
were both adorned with panda 
images.

“Two ‘treasures’ arrived at the 
Zoo today! Join us in welcoming 
giant pandas Bao Li and Qing 
Bao, who entered Zoo grounds 
shortly after 11:30 am today and 
are settling into their new homes 
at the David M. Rubenstein Fam­
ily Giant Panda Habitat,” the zoo 
posted Tuesday on X.

The social media post included 
a video that showed the pandas’ 
dramatic arrival, variously sur­
veying their new surroundings, 
chomping on bamboo, testing the 
waters in a stone wading pool, 
and letting out an understand­
able yawn.

“Our team has worked tire­
lessly to prepare for the pandas’ 
arrival, and we’re thrilled to wel­
come Bao Li and Qing Bao to 
Washington DC, the only place 
you can see giant pandas fox' 
free in the nation,” said Brandie 
Smith, the National Zoo director 
who traveled to China to take part 
in farewell ceremonies for the 
bears there. “As a result of our col­
lective efforts, today we joyfully 
celebrate a new chapter of our 
52-year-long giant panda breed­
ing and conservation program. 

“I am appreciative of our Chi­
nese colleagues for our collab­
orative conservation and research 
efforts, to FedEx for providing 
them with safe transportation 
and to our donors and members 
whose philanthropic contribu­
tions makes our giant panda con­
servation program possible,” said 
Smith.

The zoo, which is part of the 
Smithsonian Institution, was 
closed Tuesday to focus on the 
arrival of the bears, who will be 
quarantined from the public fox' 
at least 30 days.

Azoo statement scheduled their 
public debut and the reopening of 
the renovated panda house fox' 
Jan 24,2025.

During a news conference on 
Tuesday, Chinese Foreign Min­
istry spokeswoman Mao Ning 
said that experts will be sent to 
the US to conduct on-site inspec­
tions and evaluations and offer 
guidance.

“In accordance with the
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without disclosing the specific size 
of the plan.

The market is waiting for the 
Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress, the country’s top 
legislature, to convene in late Octo­
ber or early November to approve 
the specifics of the plan.

Sheng Zhongming, a research fel­
low at the CF40 Institute, which is 
affiliated with the China Finance 40 
Forum think tank, said that a debt 
swap would convert high-cost and 
structurally complex implicit debt 
into more sustainable low-cost and 
standardized government bonds, 
reflecting a policy orientation of 
securing this year’s growth target 
while tackling persistent structural 
problems.

China must confront the key 
structural issues of local debt risks, 
outstanding government payments 
to businesses, real estate concerns 
and the recapitalization needs of 
banks, Sheng said, which will 
require at least 10 trillion yuan in 
additional public funds over several 
years in order to be effectively 
addressed.

Wang Yiming, vice-chairman of 
the China Center for International 
Economic Exchanges, suggested 
leveraging central government 
funding to address local govern­
ments’ overdue payments to busi-

X.

J

Space: New
mineral

Climate: Conflicted Western response to 
global warming fundamentally irrational

requirements and technical stan­
dards of international coopera­
tion for giant panda conservation, 
China and the US will spare no 
effort to ensure the health and 
safety of giant pandas residing in 
the US,” she said.

US Ambassador to China Nich­
olas Burns posted on X: “The 
pandas - Bao Li 'sUfl
and Qing Bao - are back in 
Washington DC. Congratulations 
to the ©National Zoo. Pandas 
have been a fixture in our nation’s 
capital since President Nixon 
went to China 52 years ago.”

Bao Li, a male whose name 
means “treasure” and “energy” 
in Chinese, was born in August 
2021. He shares a special bond 
with the zoo, as he is the son of 
Bao Bao and the grandson of Tian 
Tian and Mei Xiang — all former 
residents of the National Zoo.

Qing Bao, a female, whose 
name means “green” and “trea­
sure” in Chinese, was born in Sep­
tember 2021.

In Washington, traffic stopped 
Tuesday along Connecticut Ave­
nue as the panda motorcade 
arrived at the zoo, The New York 
Times reported.

“You know, when Mei Xiang, 
Tian Tian and Xiao Qi Ji left, I felt 
like I was losing my best friends 
in a way,” a teary Kirsten Svane, 
who was sporting panda ears, 
told the Times.

“You just really get to know 
their personality, what they like, 
what they don’t like, their habits, 
like everything,” she said. “I’m 
excited to be able to, you know, 
form that relationship again.”

In an article published on the 
Reader’s Digest website on Tues­
day, veteran travel writer Anne 
Fritz recounted her memories of 
seeing pandas in Washington. 

“When I was a kid growing 
up in the Washington DC, area, 
it was always a big treat to visit 
the National Zoo pandas, Ling- 
Ling and Hsing-Hsing, on school 
field trips or with my parents,” 
Fritz wrote.

She said that in 2018, “it was 
my turn to introduce my two kids 
to Mei Xiang and Tian Tian, the 
giant pandas that China loaned 
to tiie United States shortly after 
the passing of the original pair”. 

“We all watched as the black- 
and-white cuddly bears, along 
with their cub, Bei-Bei, munched 
on bamboo — with the same 
delight I remember experienc­
ing as a child.”

The new pandas arrived in 
Washington as part of a new 
10-year agreement with China. 
The previous deal expired last 
year, leading to some concern 
among American panda-lovers 
ovex' whether new bears would 
arrive.

It is the second time this year 
that China has sent giant pandas 
to the United States. Yun Chuan 
and Xin Bao landed in California 
on June 27, and made their pub­
lic debut at the San Diego Zoo 
on Aug 9.
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Noting that this approach is as 
essential as direct demand stimulus, 
Robin Xing, chief China economist 
at Morgan Stanley, said, “Resolving 
the debt issue is a critical step in 
stopping a key deflationary down­
ward spiral.”

Xing added that the debt swap 
program would go beyond merely 
reducing interest payments. “It can 
improve tiie liquidity and balance 
sheets of local businesses (as local 
governments honor payables), but 
more fundamentally, restore sta­
bility in the regulatory environ­
ment and thus business 
expectations.”

He estimated that tiie debt swap 
program will be no less than 6 tril­
lion yuan ($843 billion) over mul­
tiple years, with the central 
government taking over some 
local debt burdens, and added that 
this year may see a 2 trillion yuan 
supplementary fiscal package for 
local debt resolution and bank 
recapitalization.

Finance Minister Lan Fo’an said 
on Saturday the Finance Ministry 
plans to increase the debt limit by a 
large scale at once and replace tiie 
hidden debt of local governments,
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search efficiency, making the pro­
cess 15 times faster and increasing 
detection accuracy by 7 percent 
compared to traditional methods. 

“This breakthrough represents a 
major advancement in applying Al 
to astronomical data analysis and 
brings us closer to discovering 
Earth 2.0,” Ge said.

Chinese astronomers, alongside 
their international counterparts, 
continue their search for an Earth­
like planet. Ge emphasized the 
need for improved data collection 
through the deployment of more 
telescopes and satellites, combined 
with more sophisticated analytical 
methods.

Ge’s team plans to observe 2 mil­
lion stars as part of the upcoming 
Earth 2.0 space mission, which is 
expected to make the chances of 
finding Earth-like planets 13 times 
more likely compared to Kepler’s 
mission. The incorporation of Al 
algorithms marks another signifi­
cant step in this ongoing quest.

cy became an undeniable advan­
tage,” Zha said.

She added that her education 
background allowed her to secure a 
role in managing the company’s 
overseas social media accounts, 
and she has been rewarded with 
promotions and salary raises.

According to the survey, research 
and development positions and 
management trainee roles were the 
most common jobs sought by the 
overseas graduates last year.

When seeking employment, 
returnees prioritized salary, career 
development opportunities and 
benefits. Workload and commute 
time were also given more consid­
eration, it said.

Fan Yuanyuan graduated from 
the University of New South Wales 
in Sydney, Australia, a global Top 50 
institute, with a master’s in finance 
and returned to China in August 
last year. She submitted over 100 
resumes and attended about 15 
interviews before finally receiving 
offers from three companies. 

The six internships Fan complet­

ed during her undergraduate and 
graduate studies were key to her 
job search success, she said.

“Most of the skills required for a 
professional task, including inter­
personal connections and business 
techniques, are unrelated to what 
is taught in the classroom,” Fan 
said, adding that giving up the stu­
dent mindset is essential while job 
hunting.

More than 80 percent of return­
ees had internship experience 
before entering the job market, 
with over 60 percent having com­
pleted two or more internships, the 
report said.

Furthermore, returnees with 
STEM degrees earned significantly 
higher annual incomes within the 
first three years of graduation com­
pared to those with business or 
humanities degrees.

Job stability was also high, with 
over 60 percent of the group 
remaining in their positions for one 
to three years, and nearly 30 per­
cent staying for more than three 
years, the report added.

astronomers can determine planet­
ary sizes and orbital periods,” said 
Ge Jian,aprofessoratthe Shanghai 
Astronomical Observatory of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Ge noted the challenge of find­
ing Earth-like planets, which have 
longer orbital periods around 
stars, making them harder to 
detect. In contrast, ultra-short-pe- 
riod planets, which orbit their stars 
more frequently, are easier to 
observe.

“Improving our observational 
and analytical capabilities will 
increase our chances of finding 
more short-period planets and, 
potentially, an Earth 2.0,” Ge said. 

Among the five newly identified 
planets, four are the closest to their 
solar-like host stars ever detected, 
with sizes comparable to Mars. The 
discovery was published in the 
Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society.

Ge’s team developed an Al algo­
rithm that significantly enhances

answer questions and complete 
tests, which took one to two hours. 

“The assessment covers psycho­
logical, intellectual, attention, spa­
tial and math abilities,” Ma said. 
“Based on the results, we will deter­
mine whether to give a diagnosis or 
a referral to another clinic.”

He gave an example of a boy who 
showed difficulty when doctors 
asked him to describe what an 
apple looks like, and to mark where 
Chongqing and Shanghai are locat­
ed on a map. Based on the child’s 
responses, Ma said he might have 
aphantasia, a disorder that blocks 
individuals from having visual 
imagination, keeping them from 
picturing things in their minds.

“What’s seen is that he has a poor 
score in math, but the problem will 
actually cause him to deal with oth­
er inconveniences in life,” Ma said. 

Visual spatial training as well as 
physical activity and spatial train­
ing may help such children, he said. 

“For example, parents can give 
the children a 2D or 3D graphic, 
and let them rotate it and think 
about how it will look like after 
rotations at different angles. Jigsaw 
puzzles can also help them under­
stand shapes, spatial relationships 
and structures,” he said.

Obstacle courses or orienteering 
can also help improve spatial 
awareness and cognitive skills, doc­
tors said, and improvements are 
usually seen in at least three to six 
months.

Lu Huanghua, a primary school 
mathematics teacher in Shanghai 
for 15 years, said that he and many 
colleagues expressed support when 
learning about such medical inter­
vention methods designed to assist 
students in math learning.

“Some children have a good 
learning attitude and high interest 
in learning, but they don’t perform 
well in math. It will be beneficial for 
such students if we can tackle die 
problem from the root through 
medical means and work out nec­
essaryadjustments,” Lu said.

Guo Bei, chief operating officer 
of EIC Education, said half the 
employers in China are willing to 
offer overseas returnees better 
benefits than domestic graduates, 
including higher salaries and pro­
motion opportunities.

Overseas graduates with mas­
ter’s degrees were highly prized by 
private enterprises, while govern­
ment and research institutions 
showed a high demand for return­
ees with doctorates, Guo said.

For Chinese companies evaluat­
ing potential employees’ back­
grounds, the QS World University 
Rankings are highly valued, she 
added.

Vision Zha, who earned a mas­
ter’s degree in media and advertis­
ing from the University of Leicester 
in the United Kingdom, said she 
quickly received an offer from an 
internet startup in 2018 thanks to 
the advantage of being an overseas 
graduate from a prestigious com­
munications university.

“Over the six years at the work­
place, my strong English proficien-

tries remain the top choices of 
overseas returnees, followed by 
accounting, finance, banking and 
insurance.

Ban Fengzhao, campus recruit­
ment director of 51Job, said the 
energy, environmental and chemi­
cal sectors surged last year, becom­
ing the third-largest employment 
market for returnees, overtaking 
the manufacturing industry.

While first-tier cities remained 
top destinations for job seekers, 
there lias been a decline in prefer­
ences for Shanghai, Beijing and 
Shenzhen in Guangdong prov­
ince, Ban said.

Emerging major cities such as 
Chengdu in Sichuan province, 
Hangzhou in Zhejiang province, 
Nanjing in Jiangsu province and 
Wuhan in Hubei province have 
become significantly more popu­
lar for people looking for work, he 
added.

The Shanghai Children’s Medical 
Center has recently opened a spe­
cial clinic for children who are hav­
ing difficulties with spatial abilities 
and mathematics — possibly the 
first of its kind on the Chinese 
mainland.

Three of the six children who 
attended last week were found to 
have significant learning difficul­
ties, according to doctors at the 
clinic, which is jointly operated by 
the center’s mental health team 
and the School of Psychology at 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, and 
will be available once a week.

The clinic aims to develop holis­
tic intervention strategies for each 
child.

Doctors said that the clinic is 
opened to youths with learning dif­
ficulties involving geometry, alge­
bra and spatial vectors, especially 
graphics, spatial relationships, 
tables and abstract symbols.

Spatial cognitive ability plays a 
crucial role in a student’s ability to 
solve math problems, especially 
geometric ones, the doctors said. 
The deficiency in spatial percep­
tion and imagination can adversely 
affect a student’s performance in 
subjects such as algebra, physics 
and chemistry.

Neuroimaging studies also 
showed that students who find it 
difficult to learn geometry have less 
activity in the parietal lobe region 
of their brain related to spatial rea­
soning, the doctors added.

Ma Xiquan, a doctor specializing 
in mental health at the center’s 
department of developmental-be­
havioral pediatrics, said that the 
children who were diagnosed and 
treated last week were between the 
ages of 10 and 14, and there was an 
equal number of boys and girls.

The doctors spent about half an 
hour talking with them and their 
parents about their learning diffi­
culties, and each child was asked to

In a groundbreaking achieve­
ment, Zhejiang A&F University has 
announced the successful breeding 
of huyang, or lake sheep, at an alti­
tude of 4,600 meters in Nagchu, 
Xizang autonomous region.

It’s the first time that this type of 
sheep has completed a full breeding 
cycle at such a high altitude. As of 
now, the initial batch of 14 lambs 
from seven ewes has been delivered, 
Nagchu’s agriculture and rural 
bureau said on Thesday.

The sheep — 10 males and 10 
females — were transported from 
Zhejiang province to Nagchu in July 
last year over the course of four days. 
Before the journey, extensive collab­
orative research was conducted on 
the animals’ adaptability in high-al- 
titude environments by institutions 
in both Zhejiang and Xizang.

Yang Jinyong, deputy head of the 
agriculture and rural bureau of Nag­
chu, said that the successful birth of 
the huyang lambs after the mating, 
pregnancy and birthing processes at 
such a high altitude holds signifi­
cant implications for future research 
on animal adaptability and repro­
duction in high-altitude regions.

Introducing the sheep to Xizang 
came with an array of challenges, 
including the long journey and the 
significant change in temperature. 
To help the huyang get acclimated, 
they were carefully transported in 
air-conditioned vehicles as they left 
Zhejiang’s blistering heat behind. 

“Unlike local sheep with longer 
growth cycles and limited lambing 
rates, lake sheep have shown the 
ability to birth more than two lambs 
(at a time), offering the potential to 
increase lambing rates for local 
communities,” Yang said. “Follow­
ing the pure breeding of lake sheep 
in Nagchu, crossbreeding took 
place, resulting in seven ewes giving 
birth to 14 lambs. Hybridization 
with local sheep is expected to lead 
to further lambing at the end of 
October or early November.”

In Nagchu, huyang are being 
raised alongside local sheep in pens 
to facilitate their adaptation to the 
high-altitude environment. The 
observation of their lambing rates 
will determine the potential for 
large-scale promotion of the breed 
in the future. This project aims to 
increase sheep production and 
ensure environmental protection 
while boosting the incomes for local 
residents, Yang added.

La Zhenxing, director of agricul­
tural and animal husbandry (grass­
land) at the Science and Technology 
Research and Promotion Center in 
Nagchu, said the twinning rate of 
breeding huyang ewes reached as 
high as 80 percent, and the survival 
rate of the lambs was 875 percent, 
demonstrating the outstanding 
adaptability of the lake sheep in the 
plateau environment

Wang Chong, a professor at the 
Zhejiang A&F University who is in 
charge of technical support in the 
lake sheep breeding process in the 
high-altitude region, said that due 
to the sheep’s advantages — includ­
ing their high lambing rates, good 
maternal instincts and suitability 
for industrialized farming, as well as 
the fact that crossbreeding lake 
sheep with other breeds can 
increase the lambing rates of those 
breeds — the introduction of huy­
ang holds significant importance to 
Nagchu.

“Moreover, the number of intro­
duced individuals is limited, and the 
successful pure breeding in Nagchu 
this time indicates that in the future, 
direct breeding of lake sheep in 
high-altitude regions will be possi­
ble,” said Wang, adding that this suc­
cess is crucial for both expanding 
and promoting the lake sheep popu­
lation and improving local breeds. 

Lake sheep, primarily found in 
regions around Taihu Lake in Huz- 
hou, Zhejiang, as well as in Shang­
hai and Jiangsu province, are 
known for their barn feeding habits 
and high reproductive rates, mak­
ing them a valuable addition to live­
stock breeding efforts nationwide, 
with successful introductions in 
around 30 provinces and regions in 
China.

IS

For overseas graduates who 
returned to China last year to find 
jobs, the computer, internet and 
telecommunications industries 
were among the most popular, 
while the energy, environmental 
and chemical fields surged to 
become the third-largest employ­
ment choices, according to a new 
report.

Jointly released by overseas 
consultancy EIC Education and 
recruitment portal 51Job on Sun­
day, the 2024 employment com­
petitiveness survey report for 
overseas returnees aims to serve 
as an employment reference for 
students studying abroad.

Data from this year’s campus 
recruitment survey showed that 
computer, internet, telecommu­
nications and electronics indus-

Chinese astronomers have made 
significant progress in the search 
for Earth-like planets, recently 
identifying five ultra-short-period 
planets using an Al-based system. 
These planets, with diameters 
smaller than Earth and orbital 
periods shorter than a day, were 
discovered using data from NASA’s 
Kepler space telescope.

The Kepler telescope, launched 
in 2009 to discover Earth-like plan­
ets orbiting sun-like stars, collect­
ed data on 170,000 stars before 
concluding its mission in 2017 
From this dataset, astronomers 
worldwide have identified 145 
ultra-short-period planets, includ­
ing 21 with radii smaller than 
Earth.

“The telescope detected planets 
by monitoring the dimming of star­
light as planets passed in front of 
stars. By analyzing this data.

Shanghai clinic helps 
kids with low spatial, 
mathematics abilities

successfolly 
bred at high 
altitude
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Many employers are willing to offer 
returnees better benefits, report says

Students from Puxin Primary School visit a sea rice research cen­
ter in Qingdao, Shandong province, on Tuesday. The event was 
organized a day before World Food Day to help students under­
stand the importance of valuing food, wang haibin / for china daily

I l**^1
Tea farmers from Dongmuwu village in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, operate a drone to airlift fertil­
izer to the tea fields located on hilltops on Monday. Early autumn is the season for pruning and fertil­
izing Longjing tea trees. Local farmers have begun using drones to deliver fertilizer, eliminating the 
need for manual labor. With this method, over 3,000 kilograms of fertilizer can be transported in a 
single day, significantly increasing efficiency while saving time and effort, lin yunlong / for china daily
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Xizang shines as cultural melting pot
Autonomous region thriving as harmonious existence between residents boosts overall development

By YUAN SHENGGAO
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“The award means a lot to us. I 
feel it’s important to have harmoni­
ous and peaceful relations among 
multiple ethnic groups in the coun­
try,” Tsering Nyima said.

, J

rich in the early years, but she and 
her husband made great efforts to 
raise the children and support their 
education.

Thanks to their efforts and the 
free compulsory education offered 
by the government, their children 
all went to universities and were 
able to find jobs after graduation.

On her parents’ side, Tsering Nyi- 
zin lias a large multiethnic and mul­
ticultural family. Her elder brother 
married an ethnic Hui woman who 
is a Muslim and her younger brother 
married a Han woman.

They celebrate both Tibetan festi­
vals such as the Tibetan Losar New 
Year and the Shoton, and Han festi­
vals including Spring Festival and 
Mid-Autumn Festival.

Migmar Yangkyi always sends 
gifts and makes phone calls to her 
husband’s parents in Henan during 
the Han festivals.

Migmar Yangkyi said kindness is 
the best quality she found in him.

“He treats die neighbors with 
respect and care at all times,” she 
said. “And he always loves to help 
elderly people.”

A multiethnic family in Chamdo enjoys afternoon tea at a park. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Tea-Horse Road
Like the Ancient Tang-Ihbo 

Route, the Ancient Tea-Horse Road 
is another major trade route linking 
Xizang and the other parts of South­
west China like Sichuan and Yun­
nan provinces, with a history of 
more dian 2,000 years.

The village of Shodo in Lhorong

&

u&M-

f wj

county, Xizang, is located near the 
section of the road that links with 
Sichuan.

When visitors arrive at the village, 
the first things they see are usually 
two big trees — a poplar and a wil­
low — standing on die public 
square.

While offering shade to people, 
die two trees are also something 
that locals take pride in because of 
their special significance.

Gyaltso, an official of the village, 
said the trees were planted by a Han- 
Tibetan couple some 200 years ago. 

“The village square with the trees 
at the center is always a venue of 
public celebrations,” Gyaltso said. 
“This is especially true for wed­
dings.”

According to local history books, 
a number of soldiers stationed in 
die garrison near die village mar­
ried local women and many of the 
local residents are descendants of 
these multiedinic families.

“So the two trees also stand as wit­
ness to the exchanges of commerce 
and ethnic cultures over the two 
centuries,” Gyaltso said.

The county of Markham in south­
eastern Xizang, is another hub of 
cultural exchanges and integration, 
as it is where the Tea-Horse Road 
enters Xizang from Yunnan.

One example of the frequent cul­
tural exchanges is the great number 
of multiethnic families in the coun­
ty, especially in its soutiiern town­
ships of Tsakhalho, Mogshod, Naxi 
and Chutsanklia.

Tsering Nyizin in Naxi township 
has a family whose members are all 
native. Despite that, the family is 
multiethnic and multifaith.

Such families are common in 
Naxi, which, bordering Yunnan, is 
home to a number of ethnic groups. 

Tsering Nyizin is a Naxi and a 
believer of Tibetan Buddhism. Her 
husband is a Tibetan and a Catholic. 

Despite their different faiths, they 
got married in the late 1990s. 

“We respect each other’s religion 
and endure the differences in cul­
tures and customs,” Tsering Nyizin 
said. “That’s how we have kept our 
family united for more than two 
decades.”

Tsering Nyizin is a mother of 
three children. Her family was not
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Near the Happy River
Near the Lhasa River — or Kyichu 

— in the southern part of the city live 
a Mongolian-Tibetan couple.

“As the name of Kyichu — which 
means “Happy River” — suggests, 
our life is a happy one,” said Tsering 
Nyima, the husband.

Tsering Nyima is from the 
Mongolian ethnic group, and 
Kalzang Yangdron, his wife, is a 
Tibetan. They have been living in 
Lhasa for more than two decades, 
with love, happiness and harmony.

Tsering Nyima was from Ar 
Horchqin Banner in the Inner Mon­
golia autonomous region, and Kalz­
ang Yangdron is a native of 
Doilungdechen district in Lhasa.

Their love story dates back to 
1997, when they met in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province, as performers 
in ethnic cultural shows in the Chi­
na Folk Culture Village.

After working together for two 
years in Shenzhen, they returned to 
Lhasa in 1999. They got married and 
then worked in different fields to 
create a better future, including 
farming, singing in different song 
and dance troupes, and operating 
restaurants and guesthouses.

The couple said communication 
was a problem sometimes in the 
early days after their marriage. As 
they were not familiar with each 
other’s language, they had to com­
municate with poor Putonghua, or 
Mandarin.

“Now we can communicate 
smoothly using Putonghua, but we 
can use Tibetan and Mongolian 
sometimes while talking,” said Kalz­
ang Yangdron.

With a landscape and customs

Promoting local growth
To help to promote local develop­

ment, Princess Wencheng pio­
neered to bring advanced forming 
techniques and crop seeds into 
Xizang. This practice has been com­
mon to this day among those who 
have moved to Xizang from the rest 
of the country.

For instance, vegetable fanning 
used to be an impossible mission in 
most parts of Xizang due to its high 
altitude and cold weather. However, 
this began to change about two dec­
ades ago with the help of agrono­
mists from the other parts of 
country.

On a warm summer day, Chen 
Qian, an agronomist from Hubei 
province, held a training class in a 
greenhouse farm in the village of 
Charikha in Nyingchi city. Nyingchi 
is among the earliest cities in Xizang 
to develop the vegetable farming 
industry.

“Reasonable spacing of crops is 
crucial as it is the quality, instead of 
quantity, of the produce that mat­
ters most in the marketplace,” Chen 
told local formers attending the 
training.

Chen is now the chief technical 
officer of a local vegetable-forming 
cooperative in Nyingchi. He was 
among the vegetable-farming pio­
neers in Xizang when he came to 
the city more than two decades 
ago.

He and his colleagues founded 
the cooperative in 2014. Since then, 
it has grown into a large entity that 
includes six fanning bases and a 
company for processing and sales.

The farming base in Charikha, 
consisting of 95 greenhouses, can 
produce 1.68 million metric tons of 
vegetables a year. The vegetables 
can bring a total annual revenue of 9 
million yuan ($1.27 million) to vil­
lagers.

According to Chen, the land of the 
cooperative form has been rented 
from local villagers, who are given 
rental on an annual basis and also 
paid for their work on the farm.

Thonga, a resident in Charikha, 
said his family leased 0.4 hectares of 
land to the cooperative.

“My family was paid about 3,600 
yuan as annual rental in the early 
years, and now the figure is more 
than 8,000 yuan,” Thonga said.

“I’m paid more than 3,500 yuan a 
month as I work with the coopera­
tive farm,” Thonga said. “It’s more 
important that we learned fanning 
skills from the agronomists, as the 
cooperative gives training regular­
ly.”

Dorje, head of the tallage, said 
local residents have benefited signif­
icantly from the farming coopera­
tive.

“Residents in our village are paid 
350,000 yuan in total annually from 
their land leased to the cooperative,” 
Dorje said. “People have also seen a 
substantial increase in revenue as 
they’ve worked with the cooperative 
or operated their own farms after 
learning skills from the coopera­
tive’s agronomists.”

The village official noted that per 
capita net income of Charikha resi­
dents surpassed 20,000 yuan last 
year.

rd

Lasting tradition
In Lhasa, the second hometown 

of Princess Wencheng, the tradition 
of cultural integration and the unity 
between peoples of different ethni­
cities are a practice lasting to this 
date.

A Han-Tibetan couple, Chen Jian- 
min and Migmar Yangkyi, now live 
in Lhasa’s Rabsal community.

Whenever Migmar Yangkyi sees 
her husband cutting meat in the 
kitchen as she returns home from 
work, she knows that he is going to 
cook her favorite dish of beef noo­
dles.

When the noodles are done, 
Chen presents the first bowl to 
Migmar Yangkyi’s mother Tabsang 
as a gesture of respect. The next 
two bowls are for the couple’s two 
children. Finally, Chen serves the 
last two bowls to his wife and him­
self.

“When we got married, he told me 
that he will cook for me for the rest 
of his life and he has kept the prom­
ise,” Migmar Yangkyi said.

Chen is a Han from Henan prov­
ince, and his wife Migmar Yangkyi is 
a local Tibetan in Lhasa. They met 
and got married in 2004 in Lhasa.

Back then Chen operated a gro­
cery store and Migmar Yangkyi 
always came to the shop to buy 
items. That is how they met and 
where their story began.

Chen said Migmar Yangkyi is 
open-minded, which made commu­
nication easier and helped them 
overcome cultural differences over 
the years.

“I had a hard time at first. But I 
was quick to learn and adapt, so I 
enjoy life here in Lhasa,” Chen said, 
adding that “it’s important to learn 
the local culture when living in a 
Xizang city’:

The Tibetan-Han couple regard 
responsibility, care, love and respect 
of each other’s culture as the most 
crucial part of a family with differ­
ent ethnic backgrounds.

More than 1,300 years ago, Prin­
cess Wencheng of the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907) left the capital city of 
Chang’an — today’s Xi’an city in 
Shaanxi province, and arrived in 
Lhasa, the capital city of the Tubo 
Kingdom, for a marriage with King 
Songtsen Gampo.

Tubo is the ancient name of 
Xizang, which is also known as 
Tibet.

The historic marriage marked the 
beginning of friendly exchanges 
between the powers of Tang and 
Hibo, placing Xizang on a track to 
be integrated with the rest of China 
and gradually making it an insepa­
rable part of tiie nation.

Princess Wencheng brought 
advanced farming techniques and 
new crop seeds to Xizang, greatly 
promoting local economic develop­
ment. The route that she traveled 
from Chang’an to Lhasa, which is 
known as the Ancient Tang-Tubo 
Route, has since become a major 
passageway for trade, travel and cul­
tural exchanges between Xizang 
and the rest of China.

Over the 13 centuries since, Prin­
cess Wencheng lias become a sym­
bol of national unity and has been 
memorized and respected by the 
people of Xizang.

In today’s Lhasa, Princess 
Wenchengisihe classicTibetan Opera 
work favored by locals and tourists, 
which is performed by the Tibetan 
Opera Troupe on a regular basis. In 
November 2020, when the troupe 
celebrated its 60th anniversary, it 
cooperated with the China National 
Peking Opera Company to present an 
innovative version of Princess 
Wencheng, in the styles of both Peking 
Opera and Tibetan Opera.

i fla

different from his hometown, Lhasa 
seemed strange to Tsering Nyima 
when he first arrived. But he 
learned fast how to fit in to this new 
place, and now' Lhasa is home for 
him.

As a hobby, the couple regularly 
go for picnics in the summer with 
their daughter and friends. Every 
time, their friends expect a Mongoli­
an song from Tsering Nyima, which 
is his special treat.

In 2017, the family was awarded 
“the Best Family of the Year” by the 
city government of Lhasa.

i

“The (Best Family of the Year) award means a 
lot to us. I feel it’s important to have 

harmonious and peaceful relations among 
multiple ethnic groups in the country.” 

Tsering Nyima, a member of a multiethnic family in Lhasa
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* ***
From left: Agronomist Chen Qian (center) shares his farming expertise with local farmers in Charikha village, Nyingchi. jigme dorje / xinhua Tsering Nyima and his wife Kalzang Yangdron have a meal at their home 
in Lhasa, palden nyima / china daily Tsering Nyizin (third right) and her family members pose for a picture, provided to china daily
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Artists from the Tibetan Opera Troupe and China National Peking Opera Company perform Princess Wencheng in Lhasa in 2020 in both 
traditional Tibetan Opera and Peking Opera styles, daqiong / china daily
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rights to companies for cost-effec­
tive emission reductions.

China has established the 
world’s largest carbon market, with 
a comprehensive institutional 
framework in place. The country 
saw significant growth in carbon 
trading in 2023, indicating a 
maturing market with increasing 
demand for carbon trading, said a 
recent report by EY China.

In addition to carbon trading, 
some countries have begun

ByLIUYUKUN
liuyukun@chinadaily.com.cn

Chinese businesses ought to 
hone their focus on optimizing 
fossil fuel efficiency, ramping up 
clean energy utilization and har­
nessing green financial instru­
ments to slash financing expenses 
spent on low-carbon initiatives, 
amid the ongoing global wave of 
green transformation, said an 
executive.

These strategic moves, coupled 
with investments in green technol­
ogy research and development, 
active engagement in carbon trad­
ing and a suite of other measures, 
are underscoring a concerted push 
toward achieving China’s decar­
bonization goals, said Alex Zhu, 
APAC industrials and energy 
industry group co-leader at 
accounting firm EY.

The remarks were to address 
rising concerns among businesses 
on how to balance low-carbon 
development with profitability 
during their green transforma­
tions, and how to alleviate pres­
sure from green investments and

Overseas buyers look at NEVs on show at the 136th session of the China Import and Export Fair in 
Guangzhou, chen jimin / china news service

turn them into new growth oppor­
tunities.

Zhu emphasized the importance 
of businesses conducting a com­
prehensive assessment of their car­
bon assets and footprints to 
develop effective emission reduc­
tion plans. By strategically invest­
ing in areas with high-emissions 
but relatively low emission-reduc­
tion costs, businesses can maxi­
mize benefits.

“Furthermore, businesses should 
integrate emission reduction plans 
into their long-term development 
in an organized manner, focusing 
on improving fossil fuel efficiency, 
increasing clean energy usage and 
extending the industrial chain to 
achieve a gradual green transfor­
mation,” Zhu said.

Growing global demand for 
environmental protection is pro­
pelling businesses to actively pur­
sue green transformations. Many 
countries are now promoting car­
bon emission trading systems as a 
market-based mechanism to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through economic incentives, set­
ting emission limits and allocating

Renminbi weakens
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chi­
nese currency renminbi, or the 
yuan, weakened 107 pips to 7.0830 
against the US dollar' on Tlresday, 
according to the China Foreign 
Exchange Trade System. In China’s 
spot foreign exchange market, the 
yuan is allowed to rise or fall by 2 
percent from the central parity rate 
each trading day.

High coal-bed methane 
output in Shanxi
North China’s coal-rich province of 
Shanxi achieved a record coal-bed 
methane output of 9.1 billion cubic 
meters in the first eight months of 
this year, up 23.1 percent year-on- 
year, said the provincial statistics 
bureau. In recent years, Shanxi has 
established two major coal-bed 
methane production bases in the 
Qinslrui Basin and the eastern edge 
of the Ordos Basin, taking the lead 
nationwide in coal-bed methane 
development.

to the overall growth of foreign 
trade.

Imports and exports of foreign-in- 
vested enterprises increased by 1.1 
percent, achieving growth for two 
consecutive quarters.

Driven by stable growth in indus­
trial production and consumer mar­
kets, China’s import volume of bulk 
commodities increased by 5 percent 
year-on-year in the first three quar­
ters.

Among them, energy products 
such as crude oil, natural gas and 
coal reached 901 million metric 
tons, an increase of 4.8 percent year- 
on-year. Metal ore imports totaled 
1.14 billion tons, an increase of 4.9 
percent year-on-year.

During the same period, imports 
of consumer goods exceeded 1.3 tril­
lion yuan.

From an international perspec­
tive, market diversification is steadi­
ly progressing. In the first three 
quarters, China’s trade with over 
160 countries and regions around 
the world achieved growth.

During the period, China’s trade 
with economies participating in the 
Belt and Road Initiative reached 
15.21 trillion yuan, a year-on-year 
increase of 6.3 percent, accounting 
for 47.1 percent of the total.

Trade with other BRICS countries 
increased by 5.1 percent year-on- 
year, trade with other members of 
the Regional Comprehensive Eco­
nomic Partnership grew by 4.5 per­
cent year-on-year, while that with 
ASEAN countries rose 9.4 percent. 

Wang pointed out that China’s 
advantages such as sound economic 
fundamentals, a vast market, strong 
resilience and enormous potential 
remain unchanged.

“With the continued implemen­
tation of existing policies and the 
introduction of new policies, the 
positive factors for foreign trade 
development have accumulated,” 
said Wang, adding that China has 
the foundation for stable trade 
growth in the fourth quarter.

Buyers from emerging markets 
are steadily taking the lead at the 
136th session of the China Import 
and Export Fair, or the Canton Fair, 
replacing those from Europe and 
North America as the primary par­
ticipants, according to the Ministry 
of Commerce.

The global trade event, held twice 
a year in Spring and Autumn, is 
being held from Tuesday through 
Nov 4, in Guangzhou, South China’s 
Guangdong province.

A total of 125,000 overseas buy­
ers had registered for the 136th ses­
sion of the fair by Oct 9. Among 
them, about 76 percent are from 
countries and regions involved in 
the Belt and Road Initiative, while 
12.5 percent are from North Ameri­
ca and Europe, said the Ministry of 
Commerce.

The driving forces behind this 
trend include the diversification of 
China’s export markets, rising 
business and consumer demand in 
emerging markets and shifting 
global trade dynamics, as econo­
mies in Southeast Asia, North Afri­
ca and South America become 
increasingly integral to global sup­
plychains.

“These economies often show 
strong demand for the industrial 
products and consumer goods 
available at the Canton Fair,” said 
Chu Shijia, director of the Guang­
zhou-based China Foreign TYade 
Center under the Ministry of Com­
merce, one of the Canton Fair orga­
nizers.

As China is in the midst of a

Alex Zhu, APAC industrials
and energy industry group 
co-leader at accounting firm EY

China’s total imports and exports 
of goods expanded 5.3 percent year- 
on-year in yuan terms in the first 
three quarters of this year, main­
taining stable growth, official data 
showed on Monday.

The goods trade volume expand­
ed to 32.33 trillion yuan ($4.57 tril­
lion) in the January-September 
period, reaching a new high, accord­
ing to the General Administration of 
Customs.

Exports rose 6.2 percent year-on- 
year to 18.62 trillion yuan, while 
imports climbed 4.1 percent year- 
on-year to 13.71 trillion yuan in the 
first three quarters, the GAC data 
showed.

China’s export product structure 
continued to improve during the 
first three quarters, Wang Lingjun, 
deputy head of the GAC, told a State 
Council Information Office news 
conference.

Mechanical and electrical prod­
ucts continued to dominate China’s 
exports during the period, account­
ing for nearly 60 percent of the total, 
according to Wang.

Specifically, exports of high-end 
equipment, integrated circuits, 
automobiles and home appliances 
rose 43.4 percent, 22 percent, 22.5 
percent and 15.5 percent, respec­
tively.

“The current domestic and inter­
national environment is increasing­
ly complex, posing challenges to the 
development of China’s foreign 
trade,” said Wang. “Overall, thanks 
to the dual drive of supply and 
demand, the country’s imports and 
exports have maintained stable 
growth.”

Moreover, “it is the first time in 
history for the scale of imports and 
exports to exceed 10 trillion yuan for 
three consecutive quarters”, Wang 
added.

Various types of market entities 
have remained active in the first 
three quarters.

Private enterprises achieved 
imports and exports of 1778 trillion 
yuan, a year-on-year increase of 9.4 
percent, contributing 93.8 percent

Hainan province plans to 
boost its low-altitude economy 
by aiming for a total economic 
output value exceeding 30 billion 
yuan ($4.24 billion) by 2026.

The island province plans to 
achieve this by establishing nine 
general airports, designating over 
300 low-altitude routes, and con- 
stracting eight low-altitude appli­
cation scenarios, according to a 
three-year action plan for the 
development of low-altitude econ­
omy in Hainan province (2024-26). 

The action plan, released in Sep­
tember, outlines its support for 
Haikou in hosting the low-altitude 
aircraft international trade fair 
regularly, with a focus on the inter­
national market to establish a hub 
for the overseas sales and delivery 
of low-altitude aircraft

Additionally, it backs efforts in 
cities and counties located along 
the province’s round-the-island 
highway, such as Haikou and 
Sanya, in integrating rest sta­
tions along the highway to intro­
duce helicopter, electric vertical 
takeoff and landing (eVTOL), fly­
ing cars, and other low-altitude 
tourism sightseeing routes, 
which aim to enhance the variety 
and content of low-altitude tour­
ism experiences.

In a significant development, 
the first interprovincial cross-sea 
helicopter flight from Sanya, 
Hainan, to Zhanjiang, Guang­
dong province, completed its 
maiden launch on Sept 29, with a 
journey time of around one hour. 

Operated by China Southern 
Airlines General Aviation Co Ltd, 
the route aims to enhance con­
nectivity to and from the island 
province with agile flight services 
using advanced Sikorsky S76 
medium twin-engine helicop­
ters, which can carry 12 passen­
gers.

During its trial operation, the 
route will primarily offer charter 
services, allowing both domestic 
and foreign travelers to custom­
ize their travel plans and enjoy a 
new, efficient and convenient 
cross-sea travel experience.

Based on market response, the 
company plans to schedule regu­
lar and non-regular flights, add­
ing more services during 
weekends, holidays, exhibitions, 
and peak tourist seasons, said Li 
Erbao, chairman of the company. 

“The opening of this low-alti­
tude flight route will facilitate 
economic, cultural, and social 
exchanges between Hainan and 
Guangdong, constructing a swift 
and convenient pathway for 
interactions and travel between 
the two regions,” Li said.

In addition to passenger travel, 
Hainan has also seen advance­
ments in drone logistics.

On April 24, an FP-98 cargo 
drone, China’s inaugural large- 
scale fixed-wing drone, transport­
ed 455 kilograms of seedlings for 
shrimp breeding from Haikou to 
Zhuhai, Guangdong province in 
less than three hours — the maid­
en cross-sea flight of a drone for 
public cargo logistics between the 
two provinces.

The use of a cargo drone not 
only expedited transpoitation, 
sating a minimum of 10 hours 
compared to traditional land 
transportation methods, but also 
achieved a 100 percent survival 
rate for the transported seedlings. 

Peng Yushan, head of the busi­
ness unit of China General Avia­
tion Co Ltd, said that the 
introduction of low-altitude 
application scenarios can lay a 
solid foundation for future urban 
logistics and distribution, repre­
senting an innovative shift from 
traditional logistics models.”

‘It sets a good example for expe­
diting the advancement of an 
innovative integration model 
combining low-altitude technolo­
gy with logistics. This heralds the 
increasing importance of drone 
logistics services in future urban 
life, bringing unprecedented con­
venience and efficiency to people’s 
daily lives,” he added.

implementing carbon taxes to 
curb excessive carbon emis­
sions.

The Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism was also introduced to 
price carbon emissions into the 
production of carbon-intensive 
products entering the European 
Union, thus promoting cleaner 
industrial practices. After a transi­
tional phase, the CBAM will be fully 
implemented after 2034, posing 
challenges for enterprises export­
ing to the EU.

“Besides carbon offset methods, 
technological innovation is crucial 
for businesses to achieve core emis­
sion reductions. Meanwhile, busi­
nesses are advised to leverage 
green financial tools, invest in 
green technology R&D, and 
embrace sustainable practices like 
green energy and energy-efficient 
buildings to reduce emissions, low­
er energy costs and improve opera­
tional efficiency. Active 
participation in carbon trading can 
also provide additional income 
amidst the expanding carbon mar­
ket and diverse emission reduction 
projects,” Zhu said.

/ /

Furthermore, 
businesses should
integrate emission 
reduction plans into 
their long-term 
development in an 
organized manner...”

Builders from China Railway No 4 Engineering Group Co Ltd, work­
ing on the western extension of Shanghai metro line 13, make a 
curved section at Beidi Road parking garage into straight tracks to 
enhance the line’s safety and efficiency for trains, zhao yuankun / for 
CHINA DAILY

green transformation, its tradi­
tional exports — like household 
appliances and industrial equip­
ment — are also making room for a 
fresh wave of technologically 
advanced and eco-friendly prod­
ucts, further meeting the needs of 
buyers from both developed and 
developing markets, said Han 
Yonghui, a professor specializing 
in foreign trade at Guangzhou­
based Guangdong University of 
Foreign Studies.

Emerging markets represented 
by Southeast Asia, the Middle East 
and Latin America, with their vast 
market potential and promising 
development prospects, are 
attracting a growing number of 
Chinese enterprises seeking busi­
ness opportunities, according to a 
report jointly released by Deloitte 
and WorldFirst, an international 
payment services provider.

As die internationalization of 
Chinese manufacturers and trad­
ers reaches a more mature stage, 
an increasing number of enterpris­
es are embarking on a deeper level 
of internationalization — transi­
tioning from product exports to 
establishing operations overseas — 
according to the report released on 
Monday in Guangzhou.

This involves contract fulfilment 
supported by the integration of 
“local entities, local operations and 
local supply chains”. For instance, 
according to data from WorldFirst, 
the number of Chinese merchants 
using the payment platform to 
expand their overseas operations 
in the first quarter surged 56 per­
cent year-on-year.

Between 2018 and 2023, China

maintained high growth rates of 
exports to its major trading part­
ners in the Association of South­
east Asian Nations, the Middle 
East and Latin America, with com­
pound annual growth rates gener­
ally exceeding 10 percent, 
according to the report.

“Over years of development, we 
have seen an increased number of 
trade partners from emerging 
markets,” said Li Zhaoying, CEO of 
ChillSun Technology Co.

The company, based in Huizhou, 
Guangdong, is attending the Can­
ton Fair. “In addition to maintain­
ing sustainable growth in 
developed markets, we are making 
efforts to reach more trade deals 
with buyers from emerging mar­
kets, especially those from member 
countries of ASEAN,” said Li.

Xiao Lu, deputy director of the 
department of foreign trade at the 
Ministry of Commerce, said Chi­
na’s new trade growth drivers are 
gaining momentum. Armed with 
accumulated capital and technolo­
gy, Chinese companies are eager to 
demonstrate their innovation and 
technological strengths, leveraging 
digital and green concepts to shape 
the future direction of the market. 

“For instance, China-made new 
energy vehicles are now reaching 
over 170 countries and regions 
worldwide,” Xiao said.

Over a million new products and 
items with proprietary intellectual 
property rights will be showcased 
at the Canton Fair this time, 
including a range of humanoid 
robots, smart devices and autono­
mous driving products making 
their debut, said the Ministry of 
Commerce.

Global trade extravaganza being 
held from Tuesday through Nov 4
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By QJU QUANLIN in Guangzhou 

qiuquanlin@chinadaily.com.cn
green transportation and sustain­
able development by promoting 
intelligent dispatch systems with 
Chinese EVs and ride-hailing 
solutions, to optimize traffic 
resource allocation, improve local 
transportation conditions and 
boost green transition in the Afri­
can country, said Chen Xiuxia, 
chairwoman of CIG, a Guang­
zhou, Guangdong province-based 
company.

Chinese new energy and charging 
service providers — such as Qingdao 
Teld New Energy and Shenzhen 
Topsunlight New Energy — have 
also become strategic partners in 
the E-Mobility project.

“There is huge potential for Chi­
nese EVs and other companies

By ZHOU WENTENG 
in Shanghai 

zhouwenting@chinadaily.com.cn

along the chain in African coun­
tries,” said Chen.

In 2022, the Lagos state govern­
ment and CIG launched the largest 
ride-hailing mobility platform in 
Africa — Lagride.

The E-Mobility project is a result 
of the enhanced cooperation 
between the two sides based on 
Lagride, Chen said.

“The E-Mobility project is not 
only a business initiative, but also an 
important public welfare undertak­
ing that will promote social develop­
ment in Nigeria,” said Chen at a 
signing ceremony on Saturday in 
Guangzhou.

The project will also help create 
more job opportunities in Nigeria. 

“The initiative provides Nigerians

the market by promoting advanced 
technologies through demonstra­
tion projects and moving beyond 
low-bid competition strategies. 
They emphasize that strengthening 
self-discipline and implementing 
regulatory oversight will be essen­
tial to achieving sustainable growth 
and protecting the vitality of the 
industry.

Nicholas Lua, an analyst at global 
consultancy Rystad Energy, said the 
global solar market currently feces 
an oversupply situation.

Market consolidation in China 
could well be on the horizon as 
smaller and less efficient solar man­
ufacturers exit the market, he said. 

The third quarter has already 
seen multiple small domestic man­
ufacturers undergo restructuring, 
and more such examples are 
expected in the coming months, 
Lua said.

While China lias been at a pivotal 
moment in both national and glob­
al energy transitions, with rapid 
development seen in renewable 
energy in the country buoyed by 
supportive policies, competitive 
advancements in the domestic sup­
ply chain and a reliable grid sys­
tem, production capacity across all 
key segments of the supply chain, 
from polysilicon down to solar 
panels, is currently more than dou­
ble global solar demand, the con­
sultancy said.

Over half of the additions to 
renewable capacity this year will 
come from China, Rystad Energy 
said. By the end of July, China had 
installed 1,206 gigawatts of wind 
and solar power capacity, exceed­
ing the 1,200 GW national target 
set for 2030, meaning it has accom­
plished the target six years ahead of 
schedule.

On the other hand, solar wafers 
and polysilicon made in China have 
seen record-low prices this quarter, 
it added.

Lin Boqiang, head of the China 
Institute for Studies in Energy 
Policy at Xiamen University, said 
that intense competition among 
leading photovoltaic companies 
for market share has, to some 
extent, undermined efforts to 
promote the industry’s healthy 
development.

Despite calls for greater industry 
self-discipline and sustainability, 
the effectiveness of these initiatives 
has been limited. The competition- 
driven focus on expanding market 
share has made it challenging for 
the industry to stabilize prices and 
phase out inefficient capacity, which 
could hinder the sector’s long-term 
growth, he said.

Tradingfirm Choice International 
(CIG) is ramping up efforts to take 
more Chinese new energy vehicles 
to overseas markets, with the latest 
achievement being a series of strate­
gic cooperation agreements signed 
with Nigeria covering electric vehi­
cle shipments.

According to the agreements, 
project E-Mobility has been jointly 
launched by CIG and the Lagos state 
government, Nigeria, in early July, 
based on which the company will 
introduce a total of 5,000 EVs to 
Lagos and help establish the local 
EV infrastructure.

The project aims to promote 

rapidly?’ said Wang, adding the com­
pany’s vehicles are sold in eight 
countries on the continent.

‘We will introduce comprehensive 
new energy and charging solutions to 
Lagos to meet the growing demand 
for eco-friendly travel services,” said 
Li Jianbo, vice-president of Teld.

The photovoltaic sector is in need 
of stricter measures to curb below- 
cost pricing practices that are desta­
bilizing the solar power market, as 
recent falling prices have led to 
intense competition that impacts 
the entire sector, an industry associ­
ation said.

The China Photovoltaic Indus­
try Association (CPLA) said on 
Monday that the sector should 
enhance self-discipline, avoid 
unhealthy competition, resolve 
supply-demand imbalances and 
eliminate excess capacity in an 
orderly manner.

It hosted a special forum in 
Shanghai at which industry repre­
sentatives agreed on measures to 
promote fair competition, phase out 
inefficient capacity and ensure sus­
tainable development.

Since last year, the photovoltaic 
upstream polysilicon sector has 
faced a “price collapse” due to sup- 
ply-demand imbalances, resulting 
in significant losses for companies. 
Currently, prices of polysilicon, 
wafers, cells and modules have fall­
en below cash production costs, put­
ting pressure on the entire value 
chain.

Liu Hanyuan, chairman of new 
energy company Tongwei Co Ltd, 
said the slowdown in industry 
growth has led to oversupply and 
falling prices, exacerbated by inten­
sified competition. As a result, each 
segment is incurring losses, with the 
extended supply chain amplifying 
these challenges.

Despite a threefold expansion in 
capacity, industry profit margins 
have decreased by about 70 percent, 
according to media outlet 
Yicai.com.

“The root of unhealthy competi­
tion lies in the limited market 
growth,” said Lu Chuan, chairman 
of Chint Solar, suggesting compa­
nies restrain expansion and pricing 
to avoid price wars, while industry 
associations and regulatory bodies 
should guide production capacity 
and pricing mechanisms to stabilize 
the sector.

When existing markets can no 
longer support the survival and 
growth of more companies, lower- 
tier competition becomes an inevi­
table choice. However, this type of 
competition fails to drive overall 
industry progress. Instead, it leads 
to resource misallocation, stifles 
innovation and ultimately harms 
the sector’s sustainable develop­
ment, Lu said.

Analysts recommend stabilizing

Employees install PV panels at a power plant in Zhangye, Gansu
province, on Oct 1. wang jiang / for china daily

Li Dongsheng, founder and 
chairman of TCL

Chen Xiuxia, chairwoman of 
Choice International 
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with a comprehensive travel solu­
tion, greatly promoting Lagos state’s 
economic development and overall 
industrialization process,” said 
George Collins Onwuekwe, consul 
general of Nigeria in Guangzhou.

Chinese EVs and mobility services 
have been gaining in popularity in 
Africa in recent years, said Wang 
Xingliang, general manager of the 
African business department of 
GAC International, a unit of Chinese 
EV maker GAC Group.

The GAC unit is among the Chi­
nese EV companies taking part in 
the strategic partnership agree­
ments.

We are accelerating EV exports to 
African countries as demand for 
advanced EVs from China is growing

TCL has set up 46 R&D centers 
and 33 manufacturing centers 
around the world, with operations 
in more than 160 countries and 
regions. In the past five years, TCL’s 
overseas revenue has risen from 59 
billion yuan ($8.29 billion) to 125.3 
billion yuan, with an average annu­
al growth of 17.6 percent.

Data from global market con­
sultancy Omdia showed that global 
shipments of TCL’s TVs reached 
25.26 million units last year — 
ranking second worldwide.

The European market is of great 
significance to the company’s glob­
al layout Li Yongping, general 
manager of TCL Industries Hold­
ings’ European marketing depart­
ment, said sales on the continent 
surged more than 50 percent year- 
on-year in the first half, mainly 
driven by product upgrades and 
sales channel expansion.

TCL’s products sold in Europe 
have expanded from TVs to aircon­
ditioners, washing machines, 
refrigerators and mobile phones, Li 
said. He is confident that the Euro­
pean market will maintain its 
growth momentum in the current 
half.

Chinese home appliance makers 
are expanding their presence in the 
Middle East. In September, Haier 
Smart Home (HSM), a subsidiary

By ZHENG XIN 
zhengxin@chinadaily.aim.cn

ByFANFEIFEI
fanfeifei @chinadaily.corn .cn
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Looking ahead, we 
will actively consider 
increasing industrial 
centers in Africa and 
strengthening our 
business in the 
Middle East.”

6
There is huge 
potential for Chinese 
EVs and other 
companies along the 
chain in African 
countries.”

TCL boosting output capacity of 
big-screen TVs at Mexico factory

production 
in China
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US pharmaceutical compa­
ny Eli Lilly and Co recently 
announced a roughly $200 
million expansion of its manu­
facturing site in Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province, that will 
enable it to increase produc­
tion of innovative medicines 
for type 2 diabetes and obesity. 

The new investment, which 
will bring the company’s 
cumulative investment in Chi­
na to exceed 20 billion yuan 
($2.81 billion), aims to boost 
production of such innovative 
therapies in the country and 
support the company’s future 
product pipeline.

Expansion of the company’s 
sole manufacturing site in Chi­
na will also support exports to 
the European market, the 
company said.

“The investment reinforces 
our commitment to bringing 
innovative medicines to 
patients and will enhance our 
capabilities to boost produc­
tion of our medicines, helping 
people with diabetes and obe­
sity live the healthiest lives 
possible,” said Edgardo Her­
nandez, executive vice-presi­
dent and president of Lilly 
manufacturing operations.

Liu Hua, vice-chairwoman 
of the administrative commit­
tee of Suzhou Industrial Park 
(SIP), said Eli Lilly, which 
established its manufacturing 
plant at SIP in 1996, has grown 
together with the industrial 
park, which commemorates 
the 30th anniversary of its 
founding this year.

“Today, the company 
increases investment here and 
introduces blockbuster inno­
vative new medicines, fully 
reflecting its confidence in the 
China market and its recogni­
tion of the investment envi­
ronment of the industrial 
park,” she said.

SIP has been expanding 
international cooperation, and 
has become home to more 
than 2,000 enterprises in bio­
medicine and health, one of 
the strategic emerging indus­
tries that it focuses on, said 
Liu.

The National Medical Prod­
ucts Administration approved 
Lilly’s tirzepatide injections 
for the treatment of type 2 dia­
betes and obesity in May and 
July, respectively.

Tirzepatide represents the 
company’s inaugural chronic 
weight management treat­
ment approved in China, and 
so far the wrorld’s first and 
only product that activates 
both GLP-1 and GIP — two 
receptors playing key roles in 
regulating blood sugar and 
energy balance in the human 
body.

The synergistic effect of 
GLP-1 in suppressing appetite 
and reducing food intake and 
GIP in affecting blood sugar 
levels and aiding in fat split­
ting, provides a scientific basis 
for weight management and 
fat loss.

London-based data analyt­
ics and consultancy GlobalDa- 
ta predicts that by 2029, global 
sales of tirzepatide may exceed 
$34 billion, expected to sur­
pass Novo Nordisk’s Ozempic 
and become the world’s larg­
est-selling blood sugar-regu­
lating medicine.

According to the Interna­
tional Diabetes Federation, 
China has about 140 million 
individuals diagnosed with 
diabetes. The country has also 
the largest number of over­
weight and obese people in the 
world.

According to a study pub­
lished in The Lancet Diabetes 
and Endocrinology in 2021, 
more than one-third of Chi­
nese were overweight and 
around one in six among Chi­
nese were obese, and the trend 
was grown ng.

Chinese home appliance makers 
have intensified efforts to make 
forays into overseas markets to 
seek new sources of revenue, and 
are upgrading and optimizing their 
products to make them “smarter” 
industry experts said.

Consumer electronics major TCL 
Technology Group Corp is beefing 
up its global operational capabili­
ties, with a key focus on three core 
business segments covering intelli­
gent terminals, semiconductor dis­
plays and photovoltaics. 

“Our intelligent terminals unit 
has established production bases 
in Vietnam, Poland, Mexico, Brazil 
and India, and we will further 
improve localized production and 
operations,” said Li Dongsheng, 
founder and chairman of TCL, 
emphasizing that the company 
plans to strengthen its global lay­
out in industrial chains, market­
ing, and research and 
development

TCL is expanding its presence in 
North America by boosting pro­
duction capacity of big-screen TVs 
at its Mexico factory. It has also 
established photovoltaic cell and 
module factories in Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Mexico through 
joint ventures. “Looking ahead, we 
wall actively consider increasing 
industrial centers in Africa and 
strengthening our business in the 
Middle East,” Li said.

Highlighting that globalization 
is an unstoppable trend for Chi­
nese enterprises, and boosting 
global competitiveness has always 
been an important strategy for 
TCL, Li said Chinese manufactur­
ers should shift from exporting 
products to exporting industrial 
capacity, accelerate the building of 
global industrial chains and 
improve localized operations in 
overseas markets.

of Haier Group, held a ground­
breaking ceremony for the second 
phase of its industrial park in 
Egypt.

With an investment of about $40 
million, the second phase of the 
project will cover an area of 50,000 
square meters and have an annual 
production capacity of 300,000 
units of home appliances, includ­
ing refrigerators and freezers, pro­
viding about 1,000 job 
opportunities.

The first phase of the industrial 
park was inaugurated in May, with 
trial production of air condition­
ers, TVs and washing machines. 
The industrial park is expected to 
accelerate HSM’s presence and 
growth in the Middle East and Afri­
ca by leveraging its global supply 
chain to serve consumers in the 
region.

Zhou Yunjie, chairman and CEO 
of Haier, said the construction of 
the second phase of Haier Egypt 
Ecological Park will further opti­
mize the company’s product port­
folio in Egypt, and other regions of 
Africa.

Midea Group has set up an 
office in Dubai, the United Arab 
Emirates. It announced in 
November the launch of its third 
manufacturing base in Egypt. 
With a total investment of 830 
million yuan, the new factories, 
where refrigerators and washing 
machines will be produced, will 
see operations likely begin in the 
second half of 2025.

It is inevitable that Chinese 
home appliance manufacturers 
are expanding their footprint 
abroad for new' profit growth 
points and long-term develop­
ment, as the domestic home 
appliance market is almost satu­
rated, said Zhao Meimei, assist­
ant president of Beijing-based 
market consultancy All View' 
Cloud.

Building a sound global industri­
al chain and enhancing operation­
al capacity in overseas markets will 
help Chinese home appliance mak­
ers utilize global resources, reduce 
costs and improve management 
efficiency, Zhao said.
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Cruises, visa-free entries boost tours to China
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Viking Yidun, the first Chinese-flagged luxury cruise ship, docks in Shanghai in September, provided to china daily
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Visitors browse a market in Shanghai in September, provided to china daily

Increasing appetite witnessed for off-peak travel / -1 i
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ing structural changes. With multi­
ple countries now issuing visa-free 
entries to Chinese travelers, as well 
as the availability of cheaper air­
fares and hotel prices, more resi­
dents from smaller cities are 
taking advantage of the lower costs 
to travel abroad, and their main 
destinations are Southeast Asian 
countries, said Qunar, a Beijing-

the Chinese-flagged luxury cruise 
ship, the inaugural sailing in Sep­
tember was booked with more than 
650 guests, a number the company 
said was beyond its expectations.

Hagen said people’s understand­
ing of different countries is some­
times influenced by one-sided 
information. Yet, facts are often 
more diverse and colorful than 
stereotypes.

He added that China is a safe, 
clean and vibrant country, and Chi-

By ZHU WENQIAN
zhuwenqian@chinadaily.com.cn

More middle-aged and elderly 
Chinese travelers are venturing out 
this fall, as they “strategically” 
choose to take trips on regular days 
rather than during holidays, thus 
booking cheaper travel products 
and avoiding the crowds, industry 
observers said.

After the weeklong National Day 
holiday, the tourism market has 
gradually returned to its regular 
status. Between Oct 8 and Oct 14, 
booking volumes of travel prod­
ucts from travelers aged 50 and 
above grew by nearly 20 percent 
year-on-year, according to online 
travel agency Trip.com.

In the first nine months of the 
year, the silver-haired population’s 
hunger for travel showed no sign 
of abating, and such travelers tend 
to have high per capita spending 
power. Bookings from those aged 50 
and above grew by 26 percent on a 
yearly basis, and bookings from 
travelers aged between 61 and 65 
jumped by 58 percent year-on-year, 

1

based online travel agency. 
“Consumers from first-tier cities 

are traveling abroad further and 
spending more, although the 
increase of outbound travel orders 
made by them is not high. They are 
the main source of tourists for long- 
haul destinations such as Europe 
and the United States,” said Cai 
Muzi, a Qunar researcher.

Hundreds of foreign visitors flew 
to Shanghai this fall to board the 
first cruise ship designed specifical­
ly for international travelers visiting 
China.

Operated by international cruise 
company Viking Cruises, the tours 
include four routes and last between 
10 and 20 days, stopping at major 
Chinese cities such as Beijing, 
Shanghai and Hong Kong, as well as 
smaller cities such as Pingtan, Fu­
jian province, and Dongtou, Wen­
zhou, Zhejiang province.

Targeting international visitors 
who are generally conversant in 
English, the voyages are being oper­
ated by 930-guest Viking Yidun, the 
first Chinese-flagged luxury ocean 
cruise ship. Eight such voyages will 
be operated in total between Sep­
tember and November.

For the 20-day' tour, the trip will 
start and end in Beijing, and stop at 
inland cities such as Chengdu, Sich­
uan province; Lhasa, Xizang auton­
omous region; and Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province. The inland itineraries will 
be operated by flights, Viking said. 

“We are prepared to make signif­
icant investments in China, just 
like we did in the United States 
market, where we spent $3 billion 
over time to build our brand. We 
see a huge opportunity in China 
and are committed to making sub­
stantial, long-term investments,” 
said Torstein Hagen, founder, 
chairman and CEO of Viking 
Cruises. “I have huge confidence in 
the Chinese market. We will keep 
pushing forward and developing 
the market, but it will take time. 
We see this as the time to commit 
and position ourselves for the 
future.”

China has adopted unprece­
dented policies to facilitate for­
eign visitors’ entry and transit 
into the country since the latter 
half of 2023. By continuously add­
ing new countries to the list that 
their citizens can enter China with 
unilateral visa-free policies, the 
nation’s inbound tourism has wit­
nessed significant momentum in 
growth.

In May, a 15-day visa-free entry 
policy came into effect for foreign 
tour groups arriving at 13 Chinese 
ports via cruise ships and received 
by Chinese travel agencies.

Globally, the cruise tourism 
market is showing strong signs of 
recovery. Viking said it remains 
optimistic about the growth pros­
pects of China for the next two 
years, fueled by the enormous 
growth potential of the market, 
and is actively preparing next 
year’s routes that will be opti­
mized on market demand and 
passenger feedback from this 
year’s tours.

Bringing US travelers on board

nese people are hardworking, intel­
ligent, friendly and enthusiastic. 
The company hopes to provide 
international tourists with a com­
fortable and safe travel experience, 
and enable more people to under­
stand the real China through 
word-of-mouth.

By 2035, China’s cruise tourism 
market is expected to see a scale of 
14 million passenger trips a year, 
and sales of the market are foreseen 
to reach 531.7 billion yuan ($74.73

I !i M

higher than other age groups, 
IHp.com found.

“Elderly travelers prefer to travel 
by plane and stay at luxury hotels. A 
well-off group with enough leisure 
time lias been a prominent feature 
for silver-haired travelers,” said 
Wang Xinxin, director of elderly 
travel atTrip.com.

“They tend to avoid popular desti­
nations that are crowded. Instead, 
they prefer natural landscapes with 
fresh air and cultural products with 
strong cultural attributes,” Wang 
said.

Wang added that their rich life 
experiences have shaped their 
taste for travel, and they have a 
strong pursuit of quality. The fre­
quency of their trips and the mon­
ey spent on travel have been 
significantly higher than the over­
all average.

Meanwhile, more young travelers 
are shifting their long holiday travel 
demand into daily lives to obtain 
more cost-effective and comfortable 
travel experiences.

After the Golden Week break, pri­

ces for flight tickets, hotels, group 
tour products, and customized 
tours have generally declined by 
more than 30 percent on average, 
making off-peak travel more cost-ef­
fective, THp.com said.

The increasing appetite for off- 
peak travel is expected to lead to 
some changes in the tourism 
market, and the pricing and mar­
keting systems of airlines and 
hotels may need to be adjusted 
accordingly. The new trend will 
also help expand the tourism 
market, the online travel agency 
said.

Since the start of October, 
many young employees prefer to 
take trips as the year-end draws 
near, and they would like to use 
any remaining days of annual 
leave.

Chinese travelers who are aged 
between 31 and 40 have a lot of 
enthusiasm for traveling, and the 
group accounts for over 30 percent 
of off-peak travelers, according to 
Tuniu Corp, an online travel 
agency.

“For people who have ample 
time and plan to travel during off- 
peak season, it would be a good 
window period for travel now. The 
group tends to take domestic long- 
haul trips and outbound travel 
with longer itineraries,” said Qi 
Chunguang, vice-president of 
Hmm.

The beautiful fall scenery has 
further boosted travelers’ inter­
est in taking trips during the off- 
peak period. Some domestic 
scenic areas have attracted tour­
ists with their fall colors, includ­
ing sightseeing spots such as 
Huangshan Mountain in Anhui 
province, Huangguoshu Water­
fall in Guizhou province, and 
Wuyuan in Jiangxi province, Tun­
iu said.

For outbound trips, Japan, Mal­
dives, Thailand, New Zealand, 
Spain, Portugal, the United King­
dom and Ireland are listed as some 
of the most popular destinations for 
off-peak travel, industry players 
found.

Outbound tourism is undergo-

billion), according to a forecast by 
the Shanghai Academy of Social 
Sciences.

China’s inbound tourism sector 
has witnessed remarkable growth 
momentum. So far this year, for 
every four inbound foreign visi­
tors, one of them has been to China 
before. Daily average booking vol­
umes of travel products by visitors 
who come from Italy, Malaysia, 
Russia and the US have more than 
tripled on a yearly basis, according

to Trip.com Group.
During the National Day holiday 

in the first week of October, book­
ing volumes of inbound travel 
products hit a record high com­
pared with the same period histori­
cally. During the break, more than 
50 percent of foreign visitors stayed 
for more than seven days in China, 
Trip.com said.

Some of the most popular 
inbound tourism destinations 
include major domestic cities such 
as Shanghai; Shenzhen and Guang­
zhou in Guangdong province; Bei­
jing; Chengdu; and Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang.

“Besides, some niche domestic 
destinations for foreigners became 
newly added hot destinations for 
them during the break. Those places 
include Guiyang, Guizhou province; 
Lanzhou, Gansu province; Guilin; 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
region; Qjnhuangdao, Hebei prov­
ince; and Yantai, Shandong prov­
ince,” said Mao Lin, a researcher 
with Trip.com.

For the latest development, China 
has expanded the scope of unilateral 
visa-free entries for ordinary pass­
port holders from Portugal, Greece, 
Cyprus and Slovenia, according to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

From Oct 15 to Dec 31,2025, indi­
viduals holding ordinary passports 
from the above-mentioned coun­
tries who come to China for busi­
ness, tourism, visiting relatives and 
friends, and transit for no more than 
15 days are eligible for visa-free 
entry, the ministry said.

In the first half of this year, 14.64 
million foreigners entered China 
from different ports across the

Tourists take a camel ride in Alshaa League, Inner Mongolia autono­
mous region, on Oct 13. bei he / xinhua

a*.

Foreign tourists 
visiting nation 
forecast to exceed 
15 million in H2

I

countryjumping 152.7 percent year- 
on-year. Among them, 8.54 million 
foreigners entered the country 
using visa-free entries, surging 190.1 
percent year-on-year, according to 
the National Immigration 
Administration.

In the latter half of this year, the 
number of foreigners visiting China 
is expected to exceed 15 million, 
according to a forecast by the China 
Tourism Academy.

“For the second half of this year, 
China’s inbound tourism market is 
expected to recover to the same level 
seen in 2019, or before the COVID- 
19 pandemic period, and enter a 
new cycle of prosperity and growth,” 
said Dai Bin, president of the China 
Tourism Academy.

Meanwhile, local governments 
have been making more efforts to 
promote the high-quality growth 
of inbound tourism. For instance, 
Shanghai is building itself as the 
first destination for inbound 
tourism, according to a research 
report by the China Tourism 
Academy.

“Beijing, Hainan province, 
Anhui province and other provin­
ces and cities have held multiple 
inbound tourism conferences and 
events, and built closer connec­
tions with international travel 
industry players,” said Liu Xiang- 
yan, a researcher with the acade­
my. “In East China’s Anhui, where 
the renowned Huangshan Moun­
tain is located, the local govern­
ment has been comprehensively 
promoting the building of itself 
as a world-class tourist destina­
tion and developing inbound 
tourism.”
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Editor’s note: China Daily presents the series Friends Afar to tell the stories ofpeople-to-people exchanges between China and other countries. Through
the vivid narration of the people in the stories, readers can get a better understanding of a country that is boosting openness.

By LIAZHU in San Francisco

hazhu@chinadailyusa.com

Bond of music
Frances Roots is the daughter of 

missionary Logan Roots, who 
arrived in China in 1896.

At the invitation of the then Chi­
nese premier Zhou Enlai, Frances 
Roots returned to China and com­
posed The Lushan Suite, and per­
formed the suite in 1972 in the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing.

This act of “music diplomacy” 
helped pave the way for reviving cul­
tural exchange as China began 
opening its doors to the world.

To bring this forgotten chapter

He added that Vietnamese goods 
are delivered through the freight 
train service to more than 20 prov­
inces and cities in China, and Cen­
tral Asia and Europe by connecting 
with the China-Europe freight train. 

“Meanwhile, Chinese goods are 
not only transported to Vietnam 
but also pass through Vietnam to 
reach Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, 
Malaysia and other ASEAN coun­
tries,” he said.

With the promotion and support 
by both countries’ railway authori­
ties, more and more companies on 
both sides have ordered the freight 
train service for shortened trans­
port time, simplified procedures, 
and reduced costs, he said.

“With stable capacity, pricing and 
timing, the market appeal of this 
service lias increased. Now the ser­
vice is covering China’s southwest­
ern market and the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area,” said Peng Weijun, deputy 
director of the freight logistics ser­
vice center of the Nanning Railway 
Administration.

According to data from the Nan­
ning Railway Administration, as of 
Sept 30, the China-Vietnam freight 
trains departing from Guangxi had 
shipped a record 10,380 containers 
this year.

ter in April 2030. The spacecraft, in 
orbit around Jupiter, will make 
nearly 50 flybys at closest-ap- 
proach altitudes as low as 25 km 
above the surface, soaring over a 
different location during each flyby 
to scan nearly' the entire moon, 
according to NASA.

The mission aims to understand 
the nature of Europa’s ice shell and 
the ocean beneath it, along with the 
moon’s composition and geology.

Even though Europa, the fourth- 
largest of Jupiter’s 95 officially 
recognized moons, is just a quarter 
of Earth’s diameter, its vast global 
ocean of salty liquid water may con­
tain twice the water in the Earth’s 

In an era of strained US-China 
relations, Steve Harnsberger' is on a 
mission to rekindle the flame of 
friendship between the two nations. 

From a family with deep ties to 
China, Steve Harnsberger has taken 
up the mantle of “citizen diplomat’; 
dedicating himself to discovering 
and sharing forgotten stories of 
cooperation and mutual respect 
between US and Chinese people dur­
ing trying times.

Steve Harnsberger, the founder of 
US/China People-to-People 
Exchange, or PPX, an educational 
nonprofit organization based in San 
Anselmo, California, believes it is his 
“calling” to tell such stories. 

“These stories are deeply rooted 
in our families’ histories, including 
oral accounts and photographs. We 
are the descendants who can share 
how Americans and Chinese 
worked together during past disas­
ters and pandemics,” he said in a 
recent interview with China Daily. 

Steve Harnsberger’s journey 
began in 2001 when he accompanied 
his Chinese-born father on a trip 
back to the country. Visiting the 
houses and cities where his family 
had lived decades earlier, he was pro­
foundly moved by the experience. 

“When we first returned to Gaoyou 
(a city in Jiangsu province), all my 
father wanted to do was go on the 
Grand Canal on a boat because he 
had grown up living on a native Chi­
nese houseboat,” he recalled.

“The life of an innocent child bom 
in a different country and his desire 
to ‘go home’ before he died moved 
me in a way that changed my life,” 
said Steve Harnsberger. His father 
passed away in 2005.

The transformative experience 
led to his first project in China: a 
2005 exhibit about the 1931 flood in 
Gaoyou in partnership with the 
Gaoyou Water Conservancy Depart­
ment. The exhibit honored his 
grandfather, Thomas Harnsberger, 
who arrived in China in 1912 as a 
missionary and was known as He 
Bokui among Chinese people.

Thomas Harnsberger played a 
crucial role during the catastrophic 
1931 Yangtze River flood, one of the 
world’s deadliest natural disasters, 
with an associated death toll exceed­
ing 2 million.

In August of that year, he traveled

now,” Steve Harnsberger recounted. 
The encounter prompted him to 

commit to his cultural exchange 
work full time. He recently estab­
lished PPX to broaden the scope of 
his efforts.

Steve Harnsberger is currently 
leading two projects that exemplify 
his approach to cultural diplomacy. 
One is a concert in memory of Fran­
ces Roots’ The Lushan Suite, a piano 
duet composed to celebrate her love 
for the Chinese people and die 
Lushan Mountain.

nomic and cultural cooperation, 
said Tian Min, Chinese Consul- 
General in Rio de Janeiro.

In 2023, China was Brazil’s larg­
est trading partner, while Brazil 
ranked ninth for China, with bilat­
eral trade reaching $181.53 billion, 
a 6.1 percent increase from 2022. 

The relationship between China 
and Brazil has evolved beyond sim­
ple bilateral ties, taking on strategic 
and global importance, said Tian. 
As they move forward, China and 
Brazil have immense opportunities 
for cooperation. By collaborating 
on global governance, climate 
change, and sustainable develop­
ment, the two nations will play a 
positive role in building a commu­
nity with a shared future for man­
kind, she noted.

Esther Dweck, Brazilian minis­
ter of management and innovation 
in public services, said this year 
marks a pivotal moment for China- 
Brazil relations.

Both countries should enhance 
dialogue between policymakers 
and think tanks to strengthen coop­
eration and further explore collabo­
ration opportunities in economic 
reform, new energy, digitalization, 
and environmental protection, she 
said. Brazil would like to learn from 
China’s poverty alleviation experi­
ence to achieve more inclusive 
development, she added.

Luiz Ildefonso Simoes Lopes, 
vice-president of the board of trus­
tees at the Brazilian Center for 
International Relations, an inde­
pendent think tank, noted that the 
center has been closely tracking 
China’s reforms and development. 
He emphasized that China’s unique 
modernization path provides valua­
ble lessons for other developing 
nations.

Luiz Augusto de Castro Neves, 
president of the Brazil-China 
Business Council, said that in 
recent years, despite the challen­
ges posed by COVID-19 and anti­
globalization trends, trade and 
investment between China and 
Brazil have grown rapidly. This 
growth underscores the strong 
complementarity and resilience of 
bilateral trade and economies.

The conference was jointly host­
ed by tiie Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, the Brazilian Cen­
ter for International Relations, 
T2O Brasil and the Federal Univer­
sity of Rio de Janeiro.

to the Gaoyou dikes to assess the sit­
uation and proposed raising funds 
for reconstruction to the Shanghai­
based China International Famine 
Relief Commission. The commis­
sion funded the project, with Thom­
as Harnsberger serving as a 
supervisor.

“This story has persisted in my 
family for 75 years. This was my 
father’s dream to remember his 
father,” Steve Harnsberger said.

For his efforts to commemorate 
this forgotten chapter of US-China 
friendship, Steve Harnsberger was 
named an honorary citizen of Gaoy­
ou city in 2005.

For years, Steve Harnsberger bal­
anced his passion for US-China cul­
tural exchange with running a small 
software company. However, a trip 
to China in October last year 
changed everything.

“Wien I was in Shanghai, a porter 
at my hotel walked up to me and 
said, ‘We are not the enemy.’ This 
came out of nowhere, and it really 
affected me — just a common man 
in Shanghai seeing an American. 
This is why I feel a responsibility

back to life, Steve Harnsberger 
reached out to Ellen Roots, Frances’ 
great-niece, in 2020. Ellen subse­
quently wrote a book, The Lushan 
Suite: A Love Song from the West to 
the East, published last year to com­
memorate this special bond.

The second major project 
involves a partnership between the 
Pennsylvania-based Pearl S Buck 
International and Lushan city and 
Jiangxi province. The collaboration 
aims to establish a museum and cul­
tural exchange program, including 
an educational sponsorship pro­
gram for local students.

Steve Harnsberger’s efforts have 
received positive feedback from the 
US consulate in Wuhan and the for­
eign affairs department of Jiangxi 
province.

Having visited China more than 
20 times, Steve Harnsberger often 
reflects on why his forebears chose 
to go to China and remain there dur­
ing times of famine and war. 

‘Now I’m getting older and I’m 
realizing... we need a better under­
standing between the Chinese people 
and tiie American people, and that’s 
why I decided to start doing this with 
my heart and soul,” he explained. 

“It’s crucial that future genera­
tions inherit a more peaceful world 
and hear voices advocating for 
mutual respect,” he said.

not be a search for any actual liv­
ing organisms.

“What we discover on Europa,” 
Free said, “will have profound 
implications for the study of astro­
biology and how we view our place 
in tiie universe”

“Scientists believe Europa has 
suitable conditions below its icy 
surface to support life. Its condi­
tions are water, energy, chemistry 
and stability,” said Sandra Con­
nelly, deputy associate administra­
tor of NASA’s science mission 
directorate.

Europa Clipper will be operating 
in an intense radiation environ­
ment around Jupiter, our solar sys­
tem’s biggest planet

Jupiter is enveloped by a mag­
netic field about 20,000 times 
stronger than Earth’s. This magnet­
ic field spins, capturing and accel­
erating charged particles and 
creating radiation that could harm 
spacecraft. NASA has fashioned a 
vault made of titanium and alumi­
num inside the Europa Clipper to 
protect its sensitive electronics 
from this radiation.

“One of the Europa Clipper mis­
sion’s main challenges is delivering 
a spacecraft hardy enough to with­
stand the pummeling of radiation 
from Jupiter but also sensitive 
enough to gather the measure­
ments needed to investigate Euro­
pa’s environment,” Connelly said.

LOS ANGELES - NASA and 
SpaceX launched a new mission to 
Jupiter on Monday to explore tiie 
mysteries of Europa, Jupiter’s 
ocean moon.

The Europa Clipper spacecraft, 
which is NASAs largest planetary 
spacecraft, launched on a SpaceX 
Falcon Heavy rocket from NASAs 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 

NASA later confirmed the space­
craft separated from tiie rocket, 
and is now sailing through space 
on its own, bound for the Jupiter 
system.

The Deep Space Network in Can­
berra, Australia, received a signal 
from Europa Clipper after its 
launch, marking the first indicator 
that the spacecraft is communicat­
ing with Earth, according to NASA. 

“Today, we embark on a new 
journey across the solar system in 
search of the ingredients for life 
within Jupiter’s icy moon. Our next 
chapter in space exploration has 
begun,” NASA Administrator Bill 
Nelson said on social media plat­
form X.

Europa Clipper is the first mis­
sion designed to conduct a detailed 
study of Jupiter’s moon Europa.

It is the largest spacecraft NASA 
has ever developed for a planetary 
mission with solar arrays spanning 
more than 30 meters when 
deployed and weighing nearly 
6,000 kilograms at launch.

Europa Clipper will travel about 
2.9 billion kilometers to reach Jupi-

oceans. The Earth’s oceans are 
thought to have been the birthplace 
for life on our planet

Europa, whose diameter of 
roughly 3,100 km, is approximately 
90 percent that of our moon, has 
been viewed as a potential habitat 
for life beyond Earth in our solar 
system. Its icy shell is believed to be 
15-25 km thick, sitting atop an 
ocean 60-150 km deep.

NASA Associate Administrator 
Jim Free told a prelaunch briefing 
on Sunday that Europa boasts one 
of the most promising environ­
ments for potential habitability in 
our solar system, beyond Earth, 
though he noted this mission will 

HANOI — The Dong Anh railway 
station in the Vietnamese capital of 
Hanoi remains busy in the early 
hours as container handling vehi­
cles are moving back and forth, 
loading containers onto a timber 
express bound for Nanning, the cap­
ital of South China’s Guangxi Zhu- 
ang autonomous region.

The timber was purchased by a 
Chinese papermaking company as 
raw material from southern Viet­
nam. Speaking of the China-Viet­
nam freight train service, Zhang 
Cunwei, head of VTO International 
Port Development Joint Stock Com­
pany, said a single train like the tim­
ber express might have 10 or 20 
containers, all carrying the same 
type of product.

“We often launch trains reserved 
for transporting agricultural prod­
ucts, fruits or others,” Zhang said.

The China-Vietnam freight train 
service began in 2017, and has 
expanded from transporting basic 
goods to more than 300 types of 
goods, said Nguyen Hoang Anh, 
deputy general manager of Railway 
Transport and Trade Joint Stock 
Company of Vietnam Railways.

Vietnam exports mainly agricul­
tural products, fruits, electronics, 
textiles and footwear, while China 
sends raw materials, steel and con­
struction materials for manufactur­
ing to Vietnam, he said.

Above: Steve Harnsberger (first 
from left) and Ellen Roots (first 
from right) are greeted by 
Chinese Consul-General in San 
Francisco Zhang Jianmin and 
his wife at an event in July. 
Left: Thomas Harnsberger 
(front center) is welcomed by 
representatives of the Gaoyou 
chapter of the China 
International Famine Relief 
Commission in 1931 to help with 
disaster-relief efforts, photos 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

A SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket with the Europa Clipper spacecraft 
aboard launches from NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Cape 
Canaveral, Florida, on Monday, gregg newton / afp

The cooperation between China 
and Brazil is important for 
improving global governance and 
tackling challenges in a turbulent 
world. China’s policy of openness 
and win-win results have also 
made important contributions to 
world peace and development

These remarks were made at 
tiie International Conference on 
Global Governance and China- 
Brazil Cooperation held on Mon­
day in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Over a hundred experts, schol­
ars and entrepreneurs from both 
countries engaged in in-depth dis­
cussions on topics such as multi­
lateralism and global governance. 

Gao Xiang, president of the Chi­
nese Academy of Social Sciences, 
said that in today’s complex inter­
national landscape, China and 
Brazil, as key members of the Glob­
al South, share similar views on 
major issues affecting world peace 
and development. Their coopera­
tion helps to create new opportu­
nities for emerging economies and 
add momentum to global govern­
ance reform, he said.

On platforms like the United 
Nations, Group of 20 and BRICS, 
tiie two countries work closely to 
oppose unilateralism and bloc con­
frontations, uphold international 
fairness and justice, and push for a 
more equitable global governance 
system, said Gao, adding the 
upcoming G2O Leaders’ Summit in 
Rio de Janeiro in November is cru­
cial for enhancing multilateral 
cooperation and improving global 
governance in these new circum­
stances.

Aloizio Mercadante, president of 
the Brazilian Development Bank, 
echoed Gao’s view, stating that the 
Global South is facing both opportu­
nities and challenges under tiie cur­
rent geopolitical dynamics. In this 
context, he emphasized that 
strengthening strategic cooperation 
between China and Brazil is crucial 
for effectively addressing global 
challenges. He also highlighted that 
China’s policy of openness supports 
global peace and development.

This year marks the 50th anni­
versary of diplomatic relations 
between China and Brazil. Over the 
years, the two countries have made 
significant strides in political, eco­

By YANG RAN
yangranl @chinadaity. com.cn
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Countries applauded, for opposing 
unilateralism and upholding justice
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Boeing prepares layoff notices for thousands of workers
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A girl in a Syrian-Lebanese family plays with her sibling on Monday at their makeshift camp in Martyrs’ 
Square in Beirut, Lebanon, after being displaced by the conflict with Israel, carl court via getty images
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By JAN YUMUL in Hong Kong 

jan@chinadailyapac.com

informed the union on Monday that 
60-day notices to its members 
would be issued on Nov 15.

A Boeing spokesperson said the 
company had shared infonnation 
with managers, including plans for 10 
percent reductions at its commercial 
unit involving both union and non­
union workers. The spokesperson 
added the striking IAM employees 
were not currently affected.

Brian Bryant, the IAM’s interna­
tional president, called the job-cut 
plan “corporate greed at its worst”. 

“Boeing just turned its back on 
17,000 of its own workers — the 

workers, including many in its com­
mercial aviation division, meaning 
those staff members will leave the 
company in mid-January, one 
source familiar with the matter said. 

A second phase of notices, if need­
ed, could be rolled out in December, 
the source said.

A spokesperson for die Society of 
Professional Engineering Employ­
ees in Aerospace, which represents 
Boeing engineers, said the company 

gans against Israeli attacks in Leba­
non, where Israel says it is waging 
war against Hezbollah militants.

“(Hundreds) of Jews and friends 
are shutting down the New York 
Stock Exchange to demand the US 
stop arming Israel and profiting 
from genocide,” Jewish Voice for 

would contribute about $7.5 trillion 
in new debt over a decade, according 
to estimates from the Committee for 
a Responsible Federal Budget, a fiscal 
policy think tank.

This is more than double the $3.5 
trillion debt increase projected from 
plans of Democratic candidate Vice- 
President Kamala Harris.

The IMF report said debt projec­
tions often fall short of actual out­
comes by substantial margins. It 
finds that realized debt-to-GDP rati­
os, when measured five years into the 
future, typically average 10 percent 
higher than initially forecasted.

It presents a “severely adverse sce­
nario” incorporating these elements, 
which projects global public debt 
potentially reaching 115 percent in 
only three years, which would be a 
figure 20 percentage points above 
current forecasts.

By JONATHAN POWELL 
in London 

jonathan@mail.chinadailyuk.com

would bring a durable end to the 
conflict and allow civilians on both 
sides of the Blue Line to return safe­
ly to their homes,” she said.

The statement came as Lebanon’s 
mission to the UN filed two com­
plaints against the Israeli military’s 
orders for peacekeeping forces to 
vacate their positions, which they 
deemed “illegitimate” They also 
complained about the Israeli attacks’ 
effect on Lebanon’s education sector. 

The mission said Israeli attacks 
on UNIFIL set a dangerous prece­
dent and constituted a flagrant vio­
lation of international law and 
Resolution 1701 — a position echoed 
by UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres on X earlier this week.

However, in a video message, Israe­
li Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya- 

WASHINGTON/SEATTLE
Thousands of Boeing employees 
will get layoff notices within weeks, 
a union and industry sources said, 
as a senior US official flew to Seattle 
to try to ease a crippling strike.

Acting US Labor Secretary Julie 
Su’s first in-person intervention 
comes days after Boeing unveiled 
plans to cut 17,000 jobs and take $5 
billion in charges, continuing a year 
of tumult for the company.

China has once again demon­
strated its responsibility as a major 
country by upholding a balanced 
and objective stance on the Gaza 
conflict, as Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi held separate phone calls on 
Monday with his Israeli and Iranian 
counterparts in a bid to de-escalate 
the crisis and restore peace at an 
early date.

The diplomatic efforts came 
amid rising regional tensions and 
the spillover effects of the Gaza con­
flict. Israel is reportedly planning a 
retaliatory strike against Iran, after 
Iranian attacks earlier this month 
in response to Israel’s ground offen­
sive in southern Lebanon.

During the calls, Wang urged all 
parties to exercise caution, avoid 
further escalation of violence and 
make more efforts to safeguard 
regional peace and stability.

He told Israeli Foreign Minister 
Israel Katz that renewed conflict 
and turmoil in the region serves no 
one’s interests, urging all parties to 
proceed with caution to prevent 
falling into a vicious circle. 

“China is not self-interested in 
the Middle East and never engages 
in geopolitical contest,” Wang said, 
adding China has always stood on 
the side of peace, international law 
and truth.

He reiterated China’s commit­
ment to playing a constructive role 
in de-escalating the situation and 
restoring peace in the region.

Talking to Iranian Foreign Minis­
ter Seyyed Abbas Araghchi, Wang 
said China has always advocated 
resolving hot spot issues through 
dialogue and consultation and 
opposed “exacerbating tensions, 
expanding conflicts and taking mili­
tary adventures’!

Araghchi said Iran is deeply 
concerned about the risk of an 
overall escalation of the current 
regional situation and does not 
want to see a further expansion of 
the conflict.

Iran highly values China’s influ­
ence in international affairs and is 
willing to strengthen communica­
tion and coordination with China 
to cool down the situation 
through diplomatic means, 
Araghchi said, adding Israel 

“Acting Secretary Su is meeting 
with both parties today to assess the 
situation and encourage both par­
ties to move forward in the bargain­
ing process,” a Department of Labor 
spokesperson said on Monday.

While Su has previously spoken 
with Boeing and the striking West 
Coast factory workers’ union, it is 
her first time in Seattle meeting 
both sides in person.

The International Association of

hu dismissed the accusations as 
“completely false” denying that the 
Israeli military deliberately attacked 
UNIFIL personnel.

“It’s exactly the opposite. Israel 
repeatedly asked UNIFIL to get out 
of harm’s way,” he said.

Arhama Siddiqa, a research fellow 
at file Institute of Strategic Studies 
Islamabad in Pakistan, said Israel 
“has repeatedly stretched the limits of 
what it calls its right to self-defense’! 

“Article 51 of the UN Charter, 
which is often cited to justify such 
actions, clearly states that the right to 
self-defense only applies in response 
to an aimed attack and remains valid 
only until the Security Council inter­
venes to restore peace and security. 
The reality we witness, however, tells 
a much darker story!’ she said.

same people who carried Boeing 
through crisis after crisis, year after 
year,” he said in a statement.

On Tuesday, Boeing filed papers 
with the US markets regulator for 
raising up to $25 billion through a 
stock and debt offering and entered 
into a $10 billion credit agreement 
amid upcoming debt maturities.

It is looking to boost its finances, 
which have been strained because of a 
slump in production of its best-selling 
737 MAX jet following a door panel 
blowout and the crippling strike.

Peace said on X. Israel denies geno­
cide allegations at the International 
Court of Justice, and says its military 
operations in Gaza target Hamas 
militants.

There was also a much smaller 
number of pro-Israel counterprotest­
ers at the site, who carried Israeli flags.

WASHINGTON — Police arrested 
more than 200 pro-Palestinian dem­
onstrators who had staged a sit-in 
outside the New York Stock 
Exchange on Monday to demand an 
end to US support for Israel’s military 
campaign in Gaza, authorities said. 

The protesters, many of them 
from activist groups such as Jewish 
Voice for Peace, chanted “Let Gaza 
Live” and “Stop Funding Genocide” 
in front of the exchange’s iconic 
building near Wall Street in Lower 
Manhattan.

None of the protesters got inside 
the stock exchange but dozens 
crossed a police security fence set up 
outside its main building.

Police said 206 arrests were made, 
without providing further details. 
Jewish groups involved in the pro­
tests said about 500 demonstrators 
attended. The stock exchange had 
no immediate comment.

The protesters directed anger at 
US defense contractors and weapons 
manufacturers. Others chanted slo-

Mutual interests
Regarding bilateral relations, 

Katz said during the phone call 
with Wang that developing ties 
with China is an established policy 
for Israel, one that serves the mutu­
al interests of both countries. Wang 
also expressed hope of resuming 
exchanges in all aspects as soon as 
possible when the situation eases.

In their phone conversation, 
both Wang and Araghchi pledged 
to maintain exchanges at all levels 
and promote practical cooperation. 

Li said, “The friendly relations 
between China and both Israel 
and Iran will not change despite 
the current regional turmoil.”

Li Shaoxian, director of the Chi­
na-Arab Research Institute at 
Ningxia University, said China, as a 
permanent member of the United 
Nations Security Council, is a cru­
cial force in promoting peace in the 
Middle East.

“At this critical moment, China’s 
timely communication with Israel 
and Iran — both of which can 
influence the future direction of 
the situation in the Middle East — 
fully shows that Beijing is trying 
its best to cool down the situation,” 
he said.

European Union foreign policy 
head Josep Borrell said the bloc’s 27 
member states “agreed” on asking 
Israel to stop attacking UNIFIL. He 
also raised the issue of attacks 
against civilians, destruction of infra­
structure and the increasing violence 
of settlers in the West Bank and Gaza. 

“The member states will have to 
discuss again about what to do. 
There are proposals on the table: 
sanctioning violent (Israeli) settlers 
— even two ministers of the Israeli 
government,” Borrell said.

Lebanon’s health authorities said 
on Monday' the conflict between 
Israel and Hezbollah has killed 2,229 
people and caused 10,380 injuries 
across Lebanon. It has also dis­
placed more than 1 million people 
within Lebanon.

The United Nations Security 
Council lias urged all parties to 
respect the safety and security of its 
personnel, emphasizing the need 
for diplomatic endeavors to end the 
Israel-Lebanon conflict.

Members of the Security Council 
expressed “strong concerns” after 
several positions of the UN Interim 
Force in Lebanon “came under fire 
in the past days” the council’s rotat­
ing president, Pascale Baeriswyl, 
Switzerland’s permanent represent­
ative to tlie UN, said.

“They urged all parties to respect 
the safety and security of UNIFIL per­
sonnel and premises. They recalled 
that UN peacekeepers and UN prem­
ises must never be the target of an 
attack,” she said in a statement, add­
ing the council reiterated its support 
for UNIFIL, underscoring its role in 
“supporting regional stability!

The council also expressed its deep 
concern for civilian casualties and 
suffering, the destruction of civilian 
infrastructure and the rising number 
of internally displaced people, she 
said, calling on all parties to abide by 
international humanitarian law, 
including the full implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 1701.

“They also emphasized the need 
for diplomatic endeavors that

Machinists and Aerospace Workers, 
or IAM, said its lead negotiator Jon 
Holden had updated Su on the cur­
rent talks, “stressing the Union’s 
commitment to a negotiated con­
tract that values our members’ skills 
and dedication”.

About 33,000 workers have been 
on strike since Sept 13, seeking a 40 
percent wage increase over four years. 

Boeing will next month send out 
60-day notices to thousands of 
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The demonstration was the latest 
expression of anger against US sup­
port for Israel’s assault on Gaza, 
which it launched after Hamas killed 
1,200 in Israel and took 250 others 
hostage in the Oct 7, 2023, attacks, 
according to Israeli tallies.

Israel’s subsequent military assault 
on blockaded Gaza has killed more 
than 42,000 Palestinians and dis­
placed nearly the entire population, 
according to Gaza health officials.

On Tuesday, Israeli military 
strikes killed at least 50 Palestinians 
across the Gaza Strip as Israeli for­
ces tightened their squeeze around 
Jabalia in the north of the enclave, 
amid fierce battles with Hamas 
fighters.

The United Nations described dire 
conditions affecting the civilian popu­
lation remaining in Jabalia, with 
more than 50,000 people displaced 
and water wells, bakeries, medical 
points and shelters shut do™.

The Kenya Wildlife Service rangers release elephants from the 
Mwea National Reserve into the Aberdare National Park in Mweiga, 
Nyeri County, on Monday. The relocation exercise was taken up 
because of overpopulation as the elephant numbers in Mwea more 
than tripled to 156, showing poaching incidents have been reduced, 
the Kenya Wildlife Service said, thomas mukoya / Reuters

dU.

By ZHAO JIA
zhaojia@chinadaily.com.cn

Demonstrators protest against Israel's military assault in Gaza 
outside the New York Stock Exchange on Monday, yuki iwamura / ap

Analysts laud. Beijing’s stance as FM 
talks with Israeli, Iranian counterparts

Published just days before the IMF 
and World Bank’s annual gatherings 
in Washington, the Fiscal Monitor 
suggests that future debt levels could 
even exceed current projections, 
Reuters reported.

“Fiscal policy uncertainty has 
increased and political red lines on 
taxation have become more 
entrenched,” the report said. “Spend­
ing pressures to address green transi­
tions, population aging, security 
concerns, and long-standing develop­
ment challenges are mounting.”

The IMF’s warning came just 
three weeks before the United States 
presidential election where both 
candidates have pledged new tax 
reductions and spending initiatives 
that could add trillions of dollars to 
federal deficits.

Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump’s proposed tax cuts

should avoid taking risks and pro­
ceed cautiously.

Wang said China will proceed 
from the merits of the issue, 
strengthen communication among 
all parties and build a broader 
international consensus.

Analysts warned that the cur­
rent regional security dilemma 
and the failure of dispute manage­
ment and control mechanisms 
may lead to more parties being 
involved in conflicts that risk spi­
raling out of control. They said 
China’s impartial stance positions 
it as a natural and fair mediator in 
such geopolitical crises.

‘While at present there is no reli­
able communication channel 
between Iran and Israel, China has 
stood up as a reliable mediator to 
promote peace talks, as it has never 
chosen any side in the conflict,” 
said Li Zixin, an assistant research 
fellow at China Institute of Interna­
tional Studies.

“In fact, Beijing has kept quite 
good relationships with the two 
countries,” Li added.

Global public debt is poised to sur­
pass $100 trillion for the first time, 
with the International Monetary 
Fund warning on Tuesday that it 
could grow faster than anticipated 
because of political pressures for 
increased spending.

The IMF’s latest Fiscal Monitor 
report paints a concerning picture 
of global public debt, projecting it to 
reach 93 percent of the world’s GDP 
by the end of the year and nearly 100 
percent by 2030 — 10 percentage 
points higher than in 2019, before 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit.

The trend is exacerbated by slug­
gish economic growth, which 
increases borrowing needs and costs 
for governments, the report said.

I

The IMF reiterated its call for 
increased fiscal consolidation, 
emphasizing that current efforts aver­
aging 1 percent of GDP from 2023 to 
2029 are inadequate to stabilize debts. 

“Postponing adjustment will only 
mean that a larger correction is 
needed eventually, and waiting can 
also be risky, because past experi­
ence shows that high debt and lack 
of credible fiscal plans can trigger 
adverse market reactions and can 
limit the room that countries have 
to deal with future shocks,” said Era 
Dabla-Norris, the IMF’s deputy 
director for fiscal affairs.

She said cuts in public investment 
or social spending tend to have a 
much larger negative effect on 
growth than more poorly targeted 
subsidies such as for fuel.

UN urges 
security, 
respect for 
personnel

-Ji
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China’s imports and exports in the 
first three quarters of 2024 added up to 
32.33 trillion yuan ($4.54 trillion), up 
5.3 percent year-on-year. 

China’s domestic consumer market 
has also maintained a steady growth 
momentum. In the first three quarters, 
the volume of bulk commodities China 
imported increased by 5 percent year-on- 
year, and die import of integrated circuits 
in particular increased by 13.5 percent. 
The structure of China’s exports has also 
been improving, with mechanical and 
electrical products accounting for 59.3 
percent of the total, up 8 percent year-on- 
year, while the exports of high-end equip­
ment increased by 43.4 percent, and that 
of integrated circuits, automobiles and 
household appliances by 22 percent, 22.5

percent and 155 percent respectively. 
However, customs data also show 

China’s exports growth in September 
was only 1.6 percent in yuan terms and 
2.4 percent in US dollar terms, both 
showing a weak momentum. Aside 
from the high exports base in Septem­
ber 2023, extreme weather conditions, 
difficulties faced by the global shipping 
industry, and the expected strike by 
dockworkers on the US’ East Coast, the 
slowdown in external demand served as 
a major reason.

Behind China’s expanding trade sur­
plus in goods is the strengthening of its 
industrial competitiveness, the resilience 
of its exports, as well as the recent decline 
in global commodity prices, which has 
lowered the value of its imports.

ious departments work with synergy. 
What the country needs now is an 

organic combination of countercyclical 
and cross-cyclical macroeconomic poli­
cies. It is necessary' to pay attention to 
solving not only the current difficulties 
and problems, but also some medium- 
and long-term problems hindering the 
development of the economy.

It is the responsibility of the NDRC to 
optimize this policy structure, form an 
effective combination of policies, and 
ensure they are systematically imple­
mented by various departments. This 
also highlights that in order to cope 
with the current downward pressure 
on the Chinese economy, various 
departments cannot act alone, and 
their actions must be coordinated. 

Increasing the intensity of the coun­
tercyclical adjustment of macroeco­
nomic policies and further' expanding 
domestic demand have set the tone of 
expansionary' policies. Promoting the 
real estate market to stop felling and 
stabilize and striving to boost the capi-

espite the eight rounds of intensive talks they have held since Sept 20 in Brussels, 
China and the European Union have yet to reach a mutually acceptable solution to 
the bloc’s planned tariffs of up to 45 percent on Chinese-made electric vehicles. 
Major differences still remain.

The current situation serves neither side’s interest, given that not resolving their differences 
on the issue could trigger a full-blown trade war between the two major trading partners, and 
cause irreparable damage to their mutually beneficial cooperation.

It is the EU that should bear the blame for the dispute and the lack of progress in finding a 
way to end it.

The EU started the troubles by adopting protectionist measures against the Chinese EV 
industry on the false grounds that China has provided generous subsidies to its EV producers. 
Yet it has so far failed to address the core concerns of enterprises both in China and the EU, as a 
Ministry of Commerce spokesman said.

Moreover, the 27-state bloc has reportedly been conducting separate negotiations over the 
price of Chinese-made EVs sold in the EU with selected companies, a move that could “under­
mine the foundation of the negotiations and mutual trust”

This is in contrast to the utmost sincerity and flexibility China has shown during the talks, as 
evidenced in the many “pragmatic and constructive” solutions the country has proposed to 
address the EU’s concerns.

China has always valued its trade partnership with the EU, and sought to resolve its trade 
disputes with the bloc through dialogue and consultations. The country has reportedly pro­
posed a minimum price of30,000 euros ($32,950) for imported EVs made in China to be sold in 
the EU. But this practical proposal was rejected by Brussels, which insists that is not doing 
enough to protect European EV makers. Beijing has therefore been seeking to negotiate an 
alternative to tariffs that would involve some form of “flexible pricing commitment” according 
to reports.

The success of China’s green industries including its EV industry has been built on technical 
innovation, fair market competition and the country’s complete industry and supply chains. It 
has nothing to do with so-called government subsidies, as the EU has wrongfully presumed. 

Moreover, Chinese-made EVs now account for only about 8 percent of new sales of EVs in the 
EU, posing no substantial threat to the development of local EV industry.

The confrontational approach the EU has adopted targeting Chinese-made EVs and oth­
er industries — Brussels is also probing Chinese “subsidies” for solar panels and wind tur­
bines — seems more like an effort by the China hawks in some of the EU member states to 
toe the “de-risking from China” line of the United States, rather than a serious move to 
address the problems that many European automakers face such as high costs and lack of 
innovation.

In particular, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, in the name of reduc­
ing the risks posed to Europe by China, has claimed the bloc must seek to “rebalance” the rela­
tionship and reduce the EU’s reliance on China in high-tech sectors and key minerals. 

Such a strategy runs counter to the basic norms governing the market economy, such as free 
trade and fair competition, on which the EU has long built its economic success, and risks turn­
ing the EU into an obedient “US follower” at the expense of its own interests.

In the face of the EU’s increasing crackdown on Chinese high-tech industries, Beijing has 
vowed to protect the legitimate interests of Chinese enterprises. After the bloc voted to impose 
tariffs on Chinese-made EVs, the Ministry of Commerce announced that preliminary findings 
of an investigation had determined that the dumping of brandy by the EU threatens to cause 
“substantial damage” to China’s own brandy sector. The escalation of tensions does not bode 
well for the development of stable and healthy China-EU economic relations.

The EU should exercise “strategic autonomy” in its economicties with China, rather than being 
led astray by Washington, so as to prevent a ‘lose-lose’’ tit-for-tat trade war from happening.

After assuming the rotating presi­
dency of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization in July, China has com­
menced its work and will organize 
over 100 meetings and events to fur­
ther deepen pragmatic cooperation in 
various fields and promote the build­
ing of a closer SCO community with a 
shared future.

Over the past two decades, the SCO 
has played a significant role in main­
taining global and regional stability. 
Expanding from six founding members 
to nine members, and 17 dialogue part­
ners and observer states, the SCO’s 
influence, cohesion and appeal have 
been continuously enhanced. 

As a founding member of the SCO, 
China has always prioritized it in its for­
eign policy. The SCO has maintained its 
vitality primarily because it has consist­
ently upheld the Shanghai Spirit China 
has made it clear that after assuming 
the rotating presidency, it will work in

n a demonstration of true statesmanship and genuine effort to help end the Gaza crisis, For­
eign Minister Wang Yi called both the Israeli and Iranian foreign ministers over the phone 
on Monday, asking the two sides to exercise caution and avoid further escalating the conflict. 

In the latest move to mediate peace between the conflicting parties in the Middle East,
Wang urged all sides to prevent the already grave situation from spiraling into a vicious circle 
where violence begets more violence.

More than a year since the Hamas attacks, Israel, as it proudly claims, is fighting seven ene­
mies, all of which it portrays as “evil” on different fronts. The negative impacts of the Gaza crisis 
are clearly spilling over, leaving no party unscathed. The question is: For how long will the inter­
national community, the United States in particular, allow the rampage in Gaza to continue and 
let the region turn into a permanent war zone? Aren’t the deaths of more than 42,000 Palestini­
ans and the near total destruction of Gaza enough for the US and its Western allies to act?

Teheran and its regional proxies have denied having any intention to declare an open war 
against Israel, leaving Tel Aviv, and its sole unconditional supporter, Washington, to answer 
those questions. Israel’s attacks on the bases of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon 
over the past few days showthatthe Benjamin Netanyahu government has no regard for inter­
national law and no interest in declaring a cease-fire. Nor is he interested in bringing home the 
hostages held by Hamas.

China is not a party to the conflict, and it has always wanted it to be settled through peaceful 
negotiations. And yet Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz urged China to adopt “a balanced and 
fair position in relation to the war” in his talks with Wang. The fact that China has all along 
been doing exactly that shows Tel Aviv needs to give some serious thought to the crux of the 
Middle East crisis: Allowing the Palestinian people to run their own country.

There are signs suggesting Israel is being guided by a desperate warmonger’s calculation 
that as long as he can get US material and military assistance, Israel can make its control over 
Gaza a foregone conclusion, and set up a buffer zone on its north border with Lebanon.

Even if he succeeds in accomplishing that goal, the feud between Israel and its neighbors will 
not end. He cannot safeguard the security of the future generations of Israelis. Instead, he will 
make them intergenerational enemies.

The Palestinian question is at the core of the Middle East crisis. The first step toward ending 
the crisis, as China proposed, should be to call a comprehensive cease-fire in Gaza and ensure 
humanitarian assistance and relief materials reach the Palestinian enclave.

The second step should be to work out a mechanism which would allow the Palestinian peo­
ple to govern Palestine. To that end, Beijing has tried its best to help end the factional feuds 
among the Palestinian people by persuading 14 Palestinian factions, including Fatah and 
Hamas, to jointly pledge to end their divisions and strengthen Palestinian unity by signing the 
Beijing Declaration in April.

The third step is to promote Palestine to become a full member of the United Nations and 
implement the “two-state solution”.

China has close and stable trade and economic relations with both Israel and Iran. The three- 
step solution China has put forward shows it holds a neutral position on the Middle East con­
flict and at the same time it wants the conflict to be put to an end.

China has been reiterating that the path to lasting peace in the Middle East passes through 
the “two-state solution” for Palestine. Only the implementation of the “two-state solution” will 
help restore stability and peace in the region.

What China seeks to help achieve in the Middle East is by no means a makeshift plan to 
address some crying needs but a balanced, permanent and sustainable resolution to the crisis.

solidarity with SCO partners and move 
forward hand-in-hand with more coun­
tries and international organizations 
that subscribe to the Shanghai Spirit, 
making the prospect of building a com­
munity with a shared future for man­
kind even more promising.

The 25 th Meeting of the Council of 
Heads of State of the SCO, which will 
be held in China next year, is the most 
important event within the SCO frame­
work and the core activity during Chi­
na’s presidency. The meetings and 
events hosted by China will focus on 
advancing pragmatic cooperation in 
five directions, namely consolidating 
political mutual trust, safeguarding 
common security, promoting common 
prosperity, strengthening people-to- 
people exchanges, and enhancing insti­
tutional effectiveness.

Achieving modernization is a com­
mon goal of SCO countries. China pro­
poses to designate 2025 as the SCO 

To evaluate whether a country’s trade 
surplus is reasonable, one should not 
only look at the absolute size of its trade 
surplus, but also the proportion of its 
trade surplus to GDP. Currently, the 
proportion is not high. At the same 
time, to judge whether a country’s trade 
is balanced, one should look at both its 
trade in goods and trade in services, 
and also trade statistics and balance of 
payments data. The ratio of China’s cur­
rent account surplus to GDP is only 1.1 
percent, which means it is within a rea­
sonable and balanced range. 

It is inexplicable that some countries, 
while pointing fingers at China’s trade 
surplus, continue to tighten measures 
restricting their exports to China. 

- guancha.cn
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The National Development and 
Reform Commission has recently 
emphasized that it will systematically 
implement a package of incremental 
policies with various departments to 
boost the economy that is expected to 
show practical results within the year. 

These policies the top economic poli­
cymaker announced include measures 
aimed at expanding domestic demand; 
increasing support for enterprises; pro­
moting the stabilization of the real 
estate market; and boosting the capital 

market, among other things. 
Since then, the market regula­

tory, industry and information 
technology, financial and judicial 
departments have introduced 
many specific measures. This can 
be seen as a response of these 
functional departments to the 
NDRC’s call. As a comprehensive 
coordination department, the 
NDRC aims to ensure that the 
consistency of the macroeco­
nomic policy orientations of var- 
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1500 Broadway, Suite 2800,
New York, NY 10036
+1212537 8888
editor@chlnadailyusa.com

Year of Sustainable Development and 
will continuously promote high-quality 
synergies between the Belt and Road 
Initiative and the development strate­
gies of regional countries, thereby 
helping them pursue modernization. 
Promoting global governance in a 
more just and rational way is an 
important path for creating a better 
future for mankind.

During China’s presidency of the 
SCO, it will issue a summit declaration 
in conjunction with the 80th anniver­
sary of the victory in the Chinese Peo­
ple’s War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression (1931-45) and the 
World Anti-Fascist War and the 80th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
United Nations, voicing the common 
stance of SCO member countries on 
major international and regional 
issues and helping strengthen the SCO 
to addressing global challenges.
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tai market show the Chinese govern­
ment is seeking to stabilize asset prices. 

Investors should see that in putting 
forward these goals, the government is 
determined to promote economic 
growth and consolidate the market’s 
confidence.

In feet, the NDRC also has some 
more comprehensive development-pro­
moting tasks, such as the construction 
of new urbanization, standardization of 
enterprise-related law enforcement and 
supervision, optimization of the busi­
ness environment, market-based allo­
cation of factors and the construction 
of a unified national market, which 
involve institutional reform. 

The market should maintain firm 
confidence in that in the short term. 
The authorities should focus on clear­
ing the bottlenecks in policy imple­
mentation, and in the long term 
promote and implement various 
reforms to stabilize the economy and 
improve its structure.

- 21ST CENTURY BUSINESS I IF.RALD
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Chinese democracy a blend of traditional wisdom, innovation
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he Athens Democracy Forum 
held early this month, featured a 
dialogue between Jeffrey D. 
Sachs, director of the Center for

Sustainable Development at Columbia 
University, and me. Our discussion, titled 
the “Aristotle-Confucius Dialogue” 
explored the similarities and differences 
between Eastern and Western philoso­
phies. In today’s rapidly changing world, 
reflecting on the wisdom of ancient sages 
is not just an academic exercise but also 
an endeavor to find ways to address con­
temporary global challenges. 

Confucius and Aristotle, despite being 
separated by cultures and thousands of 
kilometers, share remarkable similarities 
in their philosophical approaches. Both 
emphasize the importance of balance and 
moderation in social order, as evidenced 
by Confucius’s “Doctrine of the Mean” and 
Aristotle’s concept of the “Golden Mean” 
These ancient thinkers advocated for the 
cultivation of virtues, and stressed the 
need for adaptable problem-solving in the 
face of changing circumstances. 

However, their views diverge on politi­
cal ethics: Confucius prioritizes “benevo­
lence” and “ritual propriety”, grounding 
governance in moral virtue, while Aristot­
le emphasizes the rule of law to ensure 
societal justice. In today’s world, effective 
governance draws upon both these tradi­
tions, balancing virtue-based leadership 
with robust legal frameworks. 

The intellectual legacy of these ancient 
philosophers continues to shape the politi­
cal systems of modern nations, influenc­
ing governance, ethics and social 
structures. For instance, Confucius’s 
emphasis on harmony resonates in Chi­
na’s projection of itself as a peaceful and 
cooperative major power, advocating for 
the resolution of international disputes 
through dialogue and negotiation. 

Domestically, Confucian principles that

regard the people as the foundation of a 
nation and set high moral standards for 
government officials have contributed to 
the development of China’s unique demo­
cratic framework, characterized by 
“whole-process people’s democracy” and 
consultative democracy.

Chinese-style democracy, evolving amid 
the influence of traditional values and 
modern trends, exhibits several distinctive 
features:

First, China can be described as a merit­
ocratic democracy, emphasizing personal 
ability and virtue. This aligns with Confu­
cian principles: “The officer, hating dis­
charged all his duties, should devote his 
leisure to learning; The student, having 
completed his learning, should apply him­
self to be an officer.”

This philosophy manifests in modern 
China’s educational and civil service sys­
tems. Every year, more than 13 million stu­
dents participate mgaokao (college 
entrance examination), with about 12 mil­
lion gaining admission to higher educa­
tion institutions and entering the “elite 
system”. Concurrently, 2 to 3 million candi­
dates compete in the civil service exam, 
though only about 10 percent clear it to 
work as civil servants for the central, pro­
vincial or municipal government. 

This rigorous selection process creates a 
system of “voting by examination” for 
access to public service careers and higher 
education. Typically, Chinese officials 
begin their political careers in local gov­
ernments, from townships to counties to 
municipalities to provinces and then 
advance to serve the central government 
through further performance exams and 
competitions.

This meritocratic selection and election 
approach contrasts with Western systems, 
where politicians often secure votes based 
on their oratorical skills and popularity. 
Many times they make false promises and 

under-deliver. In short, in other countries 
ministers and officials are not judged aft­
er, but before, performance. 

Second, the widespread adoption of 
online platforms has given rise to a form 
of digital democratic check and balance in 
China, transforming how citizens oversee 
civil servants. Gone are the days when 
Chinese citizens had to physically visit 
government offices to voice their opinions 
or provide feedback on officials’ perform­
ance. Now, they can engage with their 
local government anytime and anywhere 
through hotlines and social media. 

A prime example of this is the “12345 
Mayor’s Hotline”, implemented in numer­
ous cities, which directly channel citizens’ 
concerns to local administrative officials. 

Furthermore, popular social media plat­
forms such as Weibo and Douyin have 
become powerfill tools for public supervi­
sion of officials. Citizens frequently use 
these platforms to report official miscon­
duct, uploading text, images and videos as 
evidence. Such reports often draw signifi­
cant public attention and support, frequent­
ly resulting in appropriate disciplinary 
actions against the erring officials. 

While this form of oversight is not infal­
lible, the proliferation of social media in 
the age of big data has greatly expanded 
its reach and effectiveness. This digital 
and technological approach to democracy 
with more than 1 billion smartphone users 
in China is steadily supplanting the tradi­
tional model that relied heavily on the ora- 
torial skills and public gatherings in town 
squares and conventions.

Third, China’s engagement with the 
global society of democracies subjects it to 
international scrutiny, an integral aspect of 
its democratic evolution. In this context, 
the United States arguably functions as the 
primary opposition party, with the Euro­
pean Union playing a comparable role. 

International media outlets and non-

The author is a researcher at the National 
Institute of International Strategy, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The author is founder ofCenterfor China
and Globalization.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

DPRK is not only demonstrating its 
strength but also warning the US and the 
ROK to refrain from making any provoca­
tive moves. Pyongyang may not seek war, 
but it is clearly preparing for one. 

A third significant factor behind the lat­
est crisis is the dramatic change in the way 
the DPRK perceives its relationship with 
the ROK. Historically, despite their politi­
cal and ideological differences, the two 
Koreas have felt ethnically inclined. But 
recent statements by DPRK leader Kim 
Jong-un suggest the complete abandon­
ment of any such inclination. In feet, at the 
9til plenary session of 8th Central Com­
mittee of the Workers’ Party of Korea in 
December 2023, Kim declared that the 
relationship between the DPRK and the 
ROK had changed from one of kinship to 
one of enmity. The DPRK now sees the 
ROK as a hostile state, marking a signifi­
cant departure of inter-Korean relations 
over the past 70 years.

This shift in the DPRK’s approach stems 
from its frustration with both progressive 
and conservative governments in Seoul. 
Kim’s decision to physically cut off the 
Gyeongui Line — the symbolic link 
between the two Koreas — indicates the 
DPRK no longer has any faith in the ROICs 
ability to foster positive inter-Korean rela­
tions. For Pyongyang, even the former lib­
eral Moon Jae-in government, which 
actively sought reconciliation, foiled to live 
up to expectations. No wonder the DPRK 
sees little hope for future dialogue with 
Yoon’s conservative administration. 

The situation on the Korean Peninsula 
remains fraught with danger. Both the 
DPRK and the ROK are in the middle of 
significant military buildups, with neither 
side showing any sign of de-escalation. The 
DPRK, for its part, seeks to increase its 
strategic weapons arsenal to counterbal­
ance US-ROK threats, while the ROK looks 
to the US for strategic assets to mitigate 
the DPRK’s nuclear capability. And 
although neither side seeks war, the risk of 
accidental conflict is real given the lack of 
effective communication channels. 

What is urgently needed is restraint, 
particularly from the ROK Seoul must 
scale down its propaganda activities and 
temper down its rhetoric, and together 
with Washington, reassess the potential 
risks of their military maneuvers, especial­
ly because Pyongyang considers them as 
provocative moves.

Only by exercising restraint, holding dia­
logue, and avoiding further provocations 
can the DPRK, the ROK and the US pre­
vent a potential catastrophe on the Korean 
Peninsula.

The author is Deutsche Bank’s chief China
economist.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of
China Daily.

he recent news conference of the 
National Development and 
Reform Commission affirmed 
that the Chinese government

remains committed to achieving 5 percent 
growth this year, provide more financial 
support for low-income and vulnerable 
groups, and ensure policy continuity 
between 2024 and 2025.

Expecting the likely timing of a fiscal 
stimulus announcement to be in mid-to- 
late October, I took a closer look at China’s 
current stimulus packages, comparing the 
one announced last week with those 
implemented in the past and analyzed 
why China’s stimulus this time could be 
different.

China’s latest stimulus package repre­
sents a clear break from the past, signaling 
a more determined and potentially effec­
tive approach.

While early market reactions have been 
positive, sustained momentum hinges on 
swift implementation of announced meas­
ures and delivering on the highly antici­
pated fiscal stimulus. Ultimately, success 
will depend on its ability to facilitate a 
rebound in domestic demand and a turna­
round in the property sector.

How is the latest stimulus package dif­
ferent from those announced in the past?

governmental organizations further con­
tribute to this oversight, offering special­
ized perspectives on China’s governance. A 
notable example of this dynamic is China’s 
response to international criticism of Bei­
jing for air pollution. The US embassy’s 
installation of PM2.5 monitoring equip­
ment to track air quality epitomized this 
external oversight

While China initially resisted such for­
eign scrutiny, it ultimately served as a cat­
alyst for significant environmental 
improvements. The dramatic improve­
ment in Beijing’s air quality stands as a 
testament to the effectiveness of such 
global pressure. This case illustrates the 
broader principle that we now live in an 
era of mutual enhancement, where global 
interconnectedness drives positive 
changes across national boundaries. 

China’s governance system, which its 
roots dating back to the traditional civil 
service exams, has developed distinct 
characteristics that combine elements of 
meritocracy, digital engagement and 
international accountability to deliver 
positive results. Ttiis approach, shaped 
by China’s specific historical and cultural 
context, aims to enhance the decision­
making process and increase citizens’ 
participation across various sectors of 
society.

As China navigates its path in the inter­
national community, its governance mod­
el feces both opportunities and challenges. 
The ongoing evolution of this system, 
blending aspects of traditional wisdom 
with advanced technology, presents a 
unique case of how countries can find dif­
ferent ways to approach governance in the 
21st century.

ers have been flying over the Korean 
Peninsula.

Besides, the US-ROK issued a joint dec­
laration on nuclear deterrence on July 11 
which says the two sides will upgrade the 
foundation of their military alliance from 
conventional weapons to nuclear deter­
rence, in order to put the DPRK at a disad­
vantage.

The DPRK, already feeling encircled by 
US and the ROK militaries, perceives these 
moves as part of a broader strategy to 
undermine its government. This fear is 
heightened by the rhetoric emanating 
from Seoul. In an Oct 1 speech marking the 
ROK?s Armed Forces Day, Yoon warned 
that any attempt by the DPRK to use 

nuclear weapons would mark the 
end of its regime. Similar threats 

were issued by the ROK Min­
istry of National Defense on 
Oct 13, stating that if the 
DPRK endangered ROK 
citizens, it would face 
total destruction. 

The DPRK sees these 
statements, and the open 
military buildup on the 
peninsula, as an immi­
nent threat. By making 
its military combat 
ready, therefore, the 

Compounding the issue further is the 
use of drones, which Pyongyang claims 
have dropped anti-DPRK government 
materials in the capital city In the past, the 
ROK’s propaganda campaign was limited 
to dropping balloons just across the bor­
der. But the use of drones, which cross the 
border, fly over sensitive areas and struc­
tures such as the headquarters of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea Central Commit­
tee, to drop propaganda materials in the 
DPRK, has incensed Pyongyang. The 
DPRK’s decision on Sunday to make its 
military combat-ready can be attributed to 
the ROK’s aggressive propaganda cam­
paign, which Pyongyang perceives as a 
provocation, even an existential threat. 

The US-ROK alliance has also 
played a critical role in stoking 
tensions on the peninsula. 
Since Yoon took office, the US 
and the ROK have ramped 
up their joint military drills 
and other arrangements, 
much to the DPRK’s alarm. 
The US has been berthing 
its latest nuclear subma­
rine at the ROK’s Busan 
Port and its US B-1B bomb-

ensions have escalated on the 
Korean Peninsula. The Democrat­
ic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) blew up parts of roads

connecting to the Republic of Korea after 
Pyongyang’s announcement on Oct 9 to 
cut off all inter-Korean roads and railways, 
the Republic of Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said on Tuesday.

In a rapid succession of events, the 
DPRK accused the ROK of flying drones 
over Pyongyang on Friday, calling it a seri­
ous act of provocation. The DPRK is also 
reinforcing its defense infrastructure and 
has informed the US military of its deci­
sion on the phone, asking it to avoid any 
accidental clashes. By Sunday, the DPRK 
had put its front-line troops on high alert, 
ready for action.

The situation on the peninsula has 
become very volatile, increasing die risk of 
conflict due to miscommunication or mis­
understanding.

At first glance, one might feel the DPRK 
is over-reacting to what has become “nor­
mal” military maneuverings and rhetoric. 
But a closer look would show that the 
actions of the ROK, the United States, and 
the DPRK have contributed to the escalat­
ing tensions, and exacerbated hostility. 
The factors behind the increasingly tense 
situation on the peninsula are the ROK’s 
intensified efforts to influence DPRK citi­
zens, the US-ROK alliance’s increasing mil­
itary pressure on the DPRK, and the 
DPRK’s perception of the ROK as a hostile 
enemy state.

Another primary factor contributing to 
the escalating tensions is the ROK’s 
increased ideological penetration 
into the DPRK. Since taking 
office, ROK President Yoon Suk- j
yeol has adopted a tough stance X,

toward the DPRK Making his fr
intentions clear in a speech he 
delivered in Singapore on Oct 9, 
Yoon said the ROK will use dif­
ferent methods to promote 
“freedom” “human rights” i
and “culturalawareness” in r .
the DPRK, thus laying the f
“groundwork for reunifica­
tion” Also, the Yoon adminis­
tration has been encouraging 
defections from the DPRK In
feet, the ROK Ministry of Defense 
recently awarded a soldier for inducing a 
DPRK citizen to defect to the ROK 

This heightened ideological offensive 
has not gone down well with Pyongyang. 
The closure of roads and railways along 
the inter-Korean border, coupled with the 
DPRK’s fortification of defense facilities, 
can be seen as a preventive measure 
against further ROK attempts to influence 
DPRK citizens or encourage defections. 
Tensions have risen also because the DPRK 
sees such actions as a direct threat to its 
sovereignty.

J

this time may 
prove different

Deutsche Bank Research sees three key 
reasons why China’s stimulus this time 
could be different from the previous ones. 
This stimulus package is different because 
of its comprehensive scale and good tim­
ing; strategic focus on reviving market sen­
timent by supporting asset prices; and clear' 
commitment to further action if needed. 

The sheer scale of the stimulus package 
matters. Based on what has been 
announced and/or reported by the media, 
we estimate the total size of the stimulus 
could potentially exceed 5 trillion yuan 
($705.52 billion), much larger than what 
the government did in the past few rounds 
of policy support over the past two years. 

Critically, China’s stimulus is aligned 
with the US Federal Reserve’s recent shift 
toward an easing cycle. This alignment is 
crucial, allowing China’s stimulus to take 
root without triggering financial destabili­
zation. This supportive global backdrop 
wasn’t present during the previous efforts, 
highlighting a key difference this time 
around.

A major challenge for China’s economy 
in recent years has been the deeply 
entrenched negative sentiment. To break 
the loop, the government is trying to boost 
asset prices at the same time with the 
stimulus.

Perhaps the most significant shift is the 
willingness of the People’s Bank of China 
to accept riskier assets, such as stocks and 
stock exchange-traded funds, as collateral 
for liquidity operations. This unprecedent­
ed policy change came as a big surprise to 
the market when the stimulus package 
was announced. The initial success is evi­
dent in the CSI300 Index’s recent 15.7 per­
cent rally and a surge in trading volume. 
Sustained market momentum could trig­
ger a positive wealth effect, potentially 
reversing the downward spiral in senti­
ment and encouraging consumer spend­
ing and business investment.

While not explicitly stated, China’s move 
resonates with a “whatever it takes” com­
mitment to economic recovery. This dem­
onstrates commitment Given the complex 
challenges feeing China’s economy, it is 
difficult to determine ex-ante the precise 
scale of stimulus required. As such, the 
end goals — what the government com­
mits to achieving — are perhaps more 
important than the specific means already 
announced.

How does this round of stimulus com­
pare to the past?

According to the Deutsche Bank 
Research’s estimation, the total size of Chi­
na’s fiscal and monetary stimulus could 
reach 7.5 trillion yuan, or 6 percent of GDP, 
in 2024, making it potentially the largest 
in history in nominal terms, and the third 
largest when measured as a percentage of 
GDP.

China is poised to implement one of its 
largest stimulus packages in recent history 
to support its economy and financial mar­
kets, though its success depends on 
whether it can facilitate a rebound in 
domestic demand and a turnaround in the 
property sector.

This alignment is crucial, 
allowing China’s stimulus 
to take root without trigger­
ing financial destabiliza­
tion.
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and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation held in 2019 in Beijing 
established green investment prin­
ciples and members were invited to 
join the initiatives such as the Inter­
national Green Development Coali­
tion, the Sustainable Cities Alliance, 
the South-South Cooperation Initi­
ative on Climate Change, the Envi­
ronmental Technology Exchange 
and Transfer Center, the Environ­
mental Big Data Platform and the 
Green Investment Fund. Also cen­
tral to the Green Belt and Road Ini­
tiative is green finance, with China 
becoming a global leader in green 
bonds and credits. The Asian Infra­
structure Investment Bank, 
launched in 2016, funds these 
efforts, promoting balanced devel­
opment and environmental sus­
tainability.

China’s vision of ecological civili­
zation offers a powerful model for 
countries grappling with the eco­
logical crisis, proposing an alterna­
tive to profit-driven economic 
systems that often neglect sustaina­
bility and shared well-being. As 
nations increasingly recognize the 
urgency for tackling this crisis, Chi­
na’s example highlights the poten­
tial of State-led initiatives and 
international collaboration to foster 
a systemic change.

Ultimately, this moment 
demands cross-border leadership 
and decisive action, with solutions 
tailored to diverse challenges yet 
united in their commitment to the 
planet and its people. In other 
words, meeting this crisis will 
require all of us — nations, commu­
nities and individuals — to recon­
sider what we prioritize and 
embrace a collective resolve to 
transformative action, elevating the 
health of our environment and soci­
ety above short-term economic 
interests. China’s journey maps out 
a practical pathway for this vital 
socio-ecological transition, showing 
us that a shared future rooted in 
sustainability, equity and coopera­
tion is not only possible but within 
our reach.

At the opening of COP15, Presi­
dent Xi Jinping pledged 1.5 billion 
yuan ($212.25 million) to protect 
biodiversity. In May, this was 
turned into the Kunming Biodi­
versity Fund that is co-chaired by 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme. According to China’s 
Foreign Ministry, the fund is set 
up to support biodiversity conser­
vation in developing countries, 
and work primarily through pro­
viding grants.

Nevertheless, the lion’s share of 
the responsibility lies on devel­
oped countries. The $20 billion is 
the most imminent goal for the 
Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework, and 
finance is always one of the most 
contentious issues at negotiating 
tables. In Cali, progress toward the 
$20 billion target will be scruti­
nized, and eyes will be on rich 
countries to see if there are more 
champions to accelerate the deliv­
ery of their commitments. 

Aside from increasing financial 
resources, it is equally important 
to shift existing harmful subsidies 
that cause biodiversity loss. Those 
harmful subsidies exist widely, in 
agriculture, fishing and energy 
sectors. Countries have committed 
to reducing harmful investments 
including subsidies by at least 
$500 billion per year by 2030, but 
the NBSAPs have submitted to giv­
ing little confidence that this has 
been allocated with the necessary 
political determination across 
governments.

When delegates arrive in Cali, 
these implementation challenges 
mentioned above will be front and 
center. In the last decade, not a 
single target from the 2010 Aichi 
Global Biodiversity Framework 
was met. As biodiversity and cli­
mate crises worsen, our world 
simply cannot afford a repeat of 
that failure.

China’s CBD COP presidency 
will end in Cali, but the Kunming- 
Montreal framework is a legacy 
that China should protect. As its 
implementation has only just 
begun, there is still much to be 
done, and a continued need for 
leadership from China.

the top investor in sustainable 
energy technology, and by 2015, it 
was the world’s largest producer of 
solar, wind, and hydroelectric pow­
er. This leadership has drastically 
driven down global costs, with solar 
panel prices halving in 2024 alone. 
Today, China’s installed renewable 
capacity stands unmatched at 1,453 
gigawatts, as compared with the US 
capacity of388 gigawatts as the sec­
ond leading country. Moreover, Chi­
na has achieved substantial 
efficiency gains, cutting energy and 
carbon intensity significantly. 

China is ramping up its focus on 
green agriculture and conservation, 
positioning itself as a leader in sus­
tainable land management. Beyond 
agriculture, China’s commitment to 
reforestation and parkland expan­
sion is notable. Forest cover rose 
from 16.7 percent in 1990 to 23.6 
percent in 2021, marking the 
world’s largest net gain, and park­
land has expanded dramatically to 
673,000 hectares by 2022 as part of 
the country’s “Beautiful China” ini­
tiative.

China’s commitment to sustaina­
ble urbanization is also transform­
ing its cities into models of green 
development. Once heavily pollut­
ed, many Chinese cities have 
cleaned up their air. China also 
leads in sewage treatment capacity, 
electric vehicle use and efficient 
public transport, with cities that 
dominate global production and 
consumption of electric buses and 
boast of the world’s longest subway 
systems. China’s eco-city movement 
deserves special mention, pushing 
cities to adopt low-carbon, circular 
economies by expanding green spa­
ces, recycling initiatives and sus­
tainable architecture. With the 
second-largest number of sustaina­
ble buildings globally, China is set­
ting a new standard for urban 
resilience, resource efficiency and 
environmental health. 

Finally, China has taken a leading 
role in multilateral environmental 
cooperation, particularly with the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations establishing the China- 
ASEAN Environmental Coopera­
tion Center in 2009. Through the 
Green Belt and Road Initiative, Chi­
na has launched the Green Silk 
Road Envoys Program to foster 
global sustainability, and expanded 
its green vision globally, advocating 
for biodiversity protection and cli­
mate resilience. The Second Belt

The author is an associate professor 
of international relations and a
visiting senior fellow at the London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The author is global policy advisor 
in Greenpeace East Asia. The
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank pow­
ered by China Daily. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of Chi­
na Daily.
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elegates from over 190 
countries will be gather­
ing in Cali, Colombia, 
from Oct 21 to Nov 1, for 

the 16th Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD 
COP16). It is also the time when 
China will officially hand over its 

presidency to

to j’t longed because

A of the COVID-19

journey of 
COP15 stalled in Kunming in 2021 
and continued in Montreal, Cana­
da, in 2022, with a historic agree­
ment on key targets that will guide 
the global efforts to protect nature 
in the current decade, known as 
the Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework. 

The 2030 targets include con­
serving at least 30 percent of land, 
waters and seas globally, recogni­
zing the rights and roles of indige­
nous peoples and local 
communities, to minimize the 
impacts of climate change on bio­
diversity and build resilience, and 
to reduce harmful incentives and 
mobilize financial resources for 
biodiversity.

The year 2030 is not too far 
away, so countries must be com­
mitted to taking immediate 
actions to achieve these targets. 
And in Cali, for the first time since 
this landmark agreement was 
reached, countries will meet to 
focus on their implementation. 
But, it is not hard to conclude that 
the implementation is not going 
to be as promising as we had 
hoped.

Global targets need to be bro­
ken down and taken up at the 
national level in order to be imple­
mented, and the main instru­
ments are the National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action 
Plans (NBSAPs). In Montreal, 
countries agreed to update their 
NBSAPs by COP16, to better align 
with the new 2030 targets. But so 
far, just over 10 percent of the 196 
parties to the CBD have kept their 
promise to submit updated plans. 
Most of these countries are in 
Western Europe and Asia, includ­
ing China. A further 60 or so coun­
tries have simply updated their 
national targets, but without pro­
viding any details on how they 
intend to achieve them. With

7;Mi4

migration.
As the ecological crisis intensi­

fies, its impacts are felt most sharp­
ly by developing countries, which 
bear the brunt of environmental 
degradation, food insecurity and 
mass displacement, yet have fewer 
resources to adapt. Equitable solu­
tions are essential for a fair ecologi­
cal transition, and China — 
standing as the world’s largest 
developing nation and a key actor 
in global governance — offers a 
compelling model with its vision of 
“ecological civilization” This vision 
seeks harmony between humans 
and nature, emphasizing a develop­
ment model that prioritizes envi­
ronmental and social sustainability 
over short-term economic gains. 
For China, ecological civilization is 
not merely an environmental agen­
da but a whole civilizational trans­
formation grounded in collective 
well-being, social justice and envi­
ronmental stewardship.

China’s journey toward ecological 
civilization comprises at least four 
core, interlinked pillars: a clean 
energy revolution, a sustainable 
land management revolution, a 
green urban revolution, and strong­
er leadership in global environmen­
tal governance. These elements not 
only illustrate China’s approach to 
addressing its ecological challenges 
but also underscore the potential of 
State-led interventions in driving 
impactful environmental outcomes, 
considering that the global ecologi­
cal crisis is mainly a consequence of 
unrestrained capitalism and 
unchecked markets.

China’s clean energy revolution, 
launched with the 2005 Renewable 
Energy Law and accelerated 
through its ambitious five-year 
plans, lias transformed it into a 
global leader in renewable energy. 
By 2009, China had already become

umanity is facing an 
unprecedented ecologi­
cal crisis driven by cli­
mate change. Record

rise in temperatures in recent years 
has led to oceans warming, rising 
sea levels and extreme weather 
events. Nearly 1 million species are 

at risk of extinc­
tion, while land 
degradation and
food system fail­
ures are contrib­
uting to
widespread hun­
ger and forced
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COP16 just around the comer, a 
large number of countries will 
miss the deadline. 

And the quality of those plans 
that have already been updated is 
not without concern, according to 
an online tracker developed by the 
World Wild Fund in collaboration 
with Greenpeace. While most of 
the updated plans respond to the 
targets set under the Kunming- 
Montreal framework, few ade­
quately address the most relevant 
local issues that drive biodiversity 
loss in their respective countries. 
Yet ambitious plans need both. As 
a result, only China, Japan and 
France scored high on ambition. 
In addition, only a few countries 
provided actionable steps and 
monitoring mechanisms to track 
progress.

It’s worth noting that countries 
that have not submitted updated 
plans have different reasons. Some 
simply have not made biodiversity 
a priority, while some others are 
constrained by their capacity and 
resources. And even when a 
national plan is ready, it is only the 
beginning of the implementation, 
which requires financial resources. 

All countries have committed to 
mobilizing more resources 
through domestic channels, but 
some countries need additional 
international support Globally, 
biodiversity hotspots — the places 
that are rich in biodiversity but 
feeing imminent threats — are 
mostly located in countries that 
are less developed and less 
equipped financially. At COP15, a 
commitment was made to 
increase total biodiversity-related 
international financial resources 
to developing countries to at least 
$20 billion per year by 2025, and 
to at least $30 billion per year by 
2030. The funding should come 
from developed countries, and 
from countries that voluntarily 
assume the responsibilities of 
developed countries. 

The OECD’s latest report 
showed that finance for biodiver­
sity protection globally had grown 
to $15.4 billion by 2022. But there 
is still a gap, and the downside of 
the increase is that most of it 
comes from loans rather than 
grants. An alarming trend is that 
dedicated funding for biodiversity 
specific projects, such as protected 
areas and restoration, has 
declined since 2015. 

As COP15 president, China has 
made its efforts to narrow the gap.

*
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China’s green revolution shows us that a shared 
future rooted in sustainability, equity and cooperation 

is not only possible but within our reach

U'

China’s UN biodiversity COP presidency will come 
to an end soon, but the Kunming-Montreal Framework 

is a legacy that should be protected
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Leica sets up its regional headquarters in Shanghai in 2016.
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enhance the city’s attractiveness to 
foreign investors. In particular, 
the focus on industry transforma­
tion and upgrading is a positive 
step forward,” said Feng. “We look 
forward to receiving further gui­
dance on the policies regarding 
large-scale equipment renewal, 
green factories, smart factories 
and other related matters. We 
would like to collaborate with the 
Shanghai government to promote 
high-quality development.”

Shanghai remains a magnet for 
international investors in East Chi­
na; it is one of the top choices for 
multinational corporations estab­
lishing regional headquarters in 
2024, even amid global economic 
uncertainties.

In the first six months of the 
year, 29 multinational company 
headquarters in Shanghai were 
honored with recognition certifi­
cates from the city government. By 
June 30, the city boasted a total of 
985 foreign company headquar­
ters, according to data from the 
Shanghai Commission of Com­
merce.

In the first half of 2024, a total of 
3,007 foreign investors chose Shang­
hai to unlock potential business 
opportunities, marking an 18.3 per­
cent year-on-year increase and 
showcasing the city’s enduring 
appeal as an investment destination.

- I

Additionally, Leica has forged 
partnerships with prominent Chi­
nese companies, such as smart­
phone maker Xiaomi, to advance 
the evolution of China’s smart­
phone industry. Furthermore, col­
laborations with China’s TV 
producer Hisense have been estab­
lished to innovate in the develop­
ment of laser TV technology.

Dukek said that one of Leica 
Camera’s strategic focuses in Chi­
na is to enhance brand awareness, 
especially among the younger gen­
eration. Shanghai will continue to 
be a pillar of Leica’s development. 

“We will collaborate with local 
businesses, artists and media to 
establish Leica as a cultural sym­
bol in China and further promote 
the art of photography. Addition­
ally, leveraging Shanghai’s inter­
national platforms, we will 
strengthen the image of the 
brand, utilize Shanghai’s exhibi­
tion resources and business 
opportunities to participate in 
more international exhibitions 
and forums and enhance the 
brand’s exposure,” said Dukek.

Dukek also suggested Shanghai 
strengthen its efforts in intellectu­
al property rights protection and 
control the transportation and 
sale of smuggled and counterfeit 
products, which is particularly 
crucial for technology-driven 
enterprises like Leica. Support 
mechanisms on tax and innova­
tion will also be beneficial to com­
panies.

“We are confident in the future 
development of Shanghai and look 
forward to growing together with 
this city,” said Dukek.

Over the past few years, Shang­
hai has been implementing a 
series of measures to bolster eco­
nomic development and cultivate 
new high-quality productive for­
ces. Shanghai’s GDP exceeded 
2.23 trillion yuan in the first half 
of 2024, marking a 4.8 percent 
year-on-year increase. The com­
bined industrial production val­
ue of its three key industries — 
integrated circuits, biomedicine 
and artificial intelligence — expe­
rienced a 6.1 percent year-on-year 
increase.
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of Kraft Heinz, highlighted three 
pivotal factors that attracted the 
company to Shanghai: a favorable 
business environment, Shanghai’s 
exceptional leadership in shaping 
consumption trends and its abun­
dant talent pool.

Feng said that in recent years, 
Shanghai has consistently imple­
mented strategies to enhance and 
modernize its consumer industry 
through various policies and sup­
port initiatives. Notably, the city 
introduced the annual Double 
Five Shopping Festival, offering 
platforms for companies like Kraft 
Heinz to engage with targeted con­
sumers. In the first half of 2024, 
Shanghai unveiled an action plan 
focusing on equipment renewal 
and consumer goods trade-ins, 
emphasizing environmentally 
friendly and sustainable practices, 
safe production methods, digitali­
zation and intelligence — aligning 
with Kraft Heinz’s own initiatives. 

“Shanghai is always being 
regarded as one of the most open 
and modern international cities 
in China or even in the world, 
with a large, diversified and 
demanding consumer market. In 
Shanghai, we can better under­
stand directly the dynamic 
changes in consumer needs and 
consumption trends, which can 
help us respond to the market 
changes in a timely manner,” said 
Feng.

“Meanwhile, Shanghai main­
tains a large talent pool, which can 
provide us with talented global 
professionals. Now, in our Shang­
hai office, we have more than 40 
percent of employees with a mas­
ter’s degree and above. Also, more 
than 40 percent of our manage­
ment trainees studied or worked 
overseas.”

In recent years, Shanghai has 
promoted quality development 
across various sectors. Kraft Heinz 
is committed to leveraging its 
expertise to contribute to the 
advancement of Shanghai’s devel­
opmental landscape.

“We are encouraged to see that 
Shanghai has introduced a pack­
age of policies designed to 
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Proven record
In 2016, Germany-based Leica 

Camera, known for its 35-millime- 
ter film camera and lenses, settled 
its regional headquarters in 
Shanghai with the aim to connect 
with this market and formulate 
strategies that are more in line 
with it.

According to Siegmund Dukek, 
managing director of Leica Cam­
era Greater China, there is no 
doubt that Shanghai, as an inter­
national business center, is the 
hub for the domestic market. 
Dukek appreciated Shanghai’s 
premium business environment, 
highlighting the establishment of 
the free trade zone, which aids 
companies in enhancing opera­
tional efficiency.

“By establishing our headquar­
ters in the city, we can better inte­
grate resources, coordinate global 
business layouts and accelerate 
brand expansion in the Asia-Pa­
cific region,” said Dukek.

“Shanghai can provide top­
notch services in various aspects 
such as legal, tax, finance and 
human resources management. 
For a brand like Leica targeting 
the high-end market, Shanghai’s 
diverse talent pool and advanced 
logistics supply chain have provid­
ed strong support for our smooth 
operations and business expan­
sion,” said Dukek.

Over the past eight years, Leica 
Camera has undergone rapid 
expansion in China. Building on 
the experience in Shanghai, the 
company has extended its reach to 
second and third-tier cities, there­
by bolstering its brand recognition 
among Chinese consumers.
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Connecting businesses
Among the 29 companies recog­

nized by the Shanghai government 
is DKSH, a Swiss market expan­
sion service provider specializing 
in technology, performance mate­
rials and fast-moving consumer 
goods.

Carole Lin, head of country 
management at DKSH China, said 
that receiving die certificate for its 
regional headquarters under­
scores die Shanghai government’s 
appreciation for DKSH’s signifi­
cant contributions to the Chinese 
market.

“This acknowledgment not 
only elevates DKSH’s brand 
standing but also solidifies its 
role as a pivotal market expan­
sion services provider for busi­
nesses. Operating as a regional 
headquarters, DKSH is poised to 
intensify resource consolidation, 
expedite business growth, refine 
management strategies and bol­
ster commercial development 
throughout the Asia-Pacific 
region and other global markets,” 
said Lin. “The recognition will 
also tell our upstream clients that 
the Shanghai government will 
continue to welcome and support 

Kraft Heinz relocates its Asian headquarters from Singapore to 
Shanghai in 2020.

J
. 1—

* I

and customer experiences and 
develop e-commerce and digital 
channels. We aim to improve oper­
ational efficiency and give our cli­
ents a competitive edge in a 
rapidly changing market.”

Shanghai, where DKSH 
embarked on its journey in China, 
will continue to be a steadfast 
partner to support DKSH’s devel­
opment, according to Lin.

“Our growth in Shanghai and 
China has benefited from the city’s 
favorable business conditions and 
continuous opening-up policies. 
We are optimistic about the future 
of Shanghai’s business environ­
ment,” said Lin.

Vast market
In 2020, US food manufacturer 

Kraft Heinz made a strategic 
move by relocating its headquar­
ters from Singapore to Shanghai, 
aiming to capitalize on extensive 
market opportunities. During the 
certification ceremony for its new 
Shanghai headquarters in March 
this year, Frederico Freire Jardim, 
president of Kraft Heinz Asia, 
said that the relocation was 
intended to streamline decision­
making processes and enhance 
marketing efficiency in China.

“In 2020, we made the decision 
to shift our Asian headquarters 
from Singapore to Shanghai. 
Looking at the business land­
scape in China, particularly in 
Shanghai, I believe it was a well- 
timed and advantageous choice,” 
said Jardim.

In the past three years, Kraft 
Heinz has significantly increased 
its investments in Shanghai. In 
addition to establishing its head­
quarters, the company allocated 
18 million yuan ($2.55 million) in 
2021 toward advancing digitaliza­
tion within its Shanghai factory.

Subsequently, in 2022, Kraft 
Heinz unveiled its state-of-the-art 
customer experience center in 
Shanghai, featuring fully 
equipped labs, industrial-grade 
kitchens and a creative work­
space, aimed at accelerating its 
pace of innovation.

Bill Feng, chief financial officer
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The Shanghai Hongqiao International Central Business District is a main destination for global businesses to establish regional headquarters, photos provided to china daily
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DKSH’s regional headquarters in Shanghai receives a recognition 
certificate in June.
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foreign investors. The business 
environment is better than previ­
ous years.”

Lin added that the recognition 
serves to strengthen employees’ 
sense of belonging and pride, “mak­
ing them feel part of a globally influ­
ential company and thus enhancing 
DKSH’s competitive edge in talent 
acquisition”.

Setting up in the Pudong New 
Area in 1996, DKSH has been 
expanding its operation in Shang­
hai to better connect international 
markets to the Chinese market. In 
recent years, it has attached signifi­
cant attention to innovation, in 
response to quality development 
trends in China. The company has 
upgraded its scientific instrument 
labs into the precision instrument 
demonstration center. It also added 
coffee and catering equipment 
centers, personal care labs and 
specialty chemical centers to its 
maps to provide technical support 
to its clients in navigating market 
changes and technological 
advancements.

“All those investments will help 
our overseas clients to better 
showcase their products to their 
Chinese clients,” said Lin.

Over the past few years, the 
company achieved high double­
digit growth in China.

In the future, DKSH will contin­
ue to “uphold the principle of 
innovation, excellence and sus­
tainability”. It will leverage its 
Shanghai-based regional head­
quarters to promote customer ser­
vice enhancement, digital 
innovation and sustainability in 
China, according to Lin.

“By leveraging in-depth market 
analysis, supply chain engage­
ment, marketing and after-sales 
services, we will continue to pro­
vide comprehensive market 
expansion services to help interna­
tional brands succeed in China. 

“With strategic guidance and 
resource integration from the 
headquarters, we can manage our 
supply chain and distribution net­
work more effectively, achieving 
broader market coverage,” said 
Lin. “We will use digital technolo­
gy to optimize business progress
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1,300 cadets and officers from NUE set

soldiers in the Chinese
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Shen Xudong, 23, a student at the 
Naval University of Engineering

Contact the writer at
guiqian@ 121st.cn

fully to the preparation. In the end, I 
delivered the presentation fluently,” 
she said.

“Our younger generation of naval 
cadets, including myself, is driven by 
passion and motivation. The Chinese 
Navy is my home, and I’m dedicated to 
embracing this responsibility and 
making meaningful contributions,” 
she continued.

“The navy is a messenger of friend­
ship, spreading the seeds of peace and 
harmony around the world, and this 
training at sea has allowed us to forge 
emotional bonds with people around 
die world,” Liu said.

Many cadets referred to this journey 
as a “voyage of youth”.

“In our 20s, we are in the prime of 
our lives. Through this voyage, we 
have demonstrated the vitality and 
confidence of young soldiers in the 
Chinese Navy, conveying our image as 
peace-loving and open,” Dou said. “It’s 
not just about us seeing the world; it’s 
also about letting the world see us.”

prime of our lives. 
Through this voyage,

Young naval cadets share their experiences aboard modern Chinese naval ships 
as they explore new ports of call, Gui Qian reports.
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Take my place
In today’s world, people can hire services for a variety 

of tasks, from walking dogs to playing video games. In 
Japan, a new service has emerged that allows individu­
als to hire someone to resign from their job on their 
behalf.

Resigning from a job has become increasingly chal­
lenging in Japan, primarily due to the country’s labor 
supply-demand imbalance.

Ib reduce labor loss, many companies have added sev­
eral steps to the resignation process. Employees wishing 
to resign must prepare a job description pamphlet for 
their successor, submit a resignation petition one to two 
months in advance, undergo rounds of interviews, and 
finally submit a formal resignation letter before inform­
ing colleagues.

In addition to this complex and time-consuming pro­
cess, employees must also brace themselves for harsh 
language and potential threats from their superiors. 

As a result, resignation agencies have become a grow­
ing industiy, offering a way for employees to quit their 
jobs painlessly for a fee of 22,000 yen ($147). Once hired, 
the agency contacts the company to confinn the details, 
handles all necessary paperwork, and even packs and 
ships the client’s personal belongings to a designated 
address.

By acting as a go-between for employers and employ­
ees, these services help individuals maintain their digni­
ty in Japan’s culture of tolerance and harmony.

Different wedding bells
“Weddings don’t need to be extravagant spectacles, 

but they should reflect personal tastes and individuali­
ty.” This has become the modem consensus among Gen 
Zers when it comes to planning their wedding ceremo­
nies, and it is evident in their choices of food and decor. 

Haditionally, alcoholic drinks have been staples at 
Chinese weddings. However, with concerns about guests 
driving and the growing symbolic significance of milk 
tea as a social token, it has recently emerged as a popu­
lar beverage choice for weddings.

Hey Tea is one of the go-to brands for milk tea, with its 
Chinese name “Xi Cha” featuring the character “xi”, 
which symbolizes “happiness” in Chinese culture. 
Another favorite is Cliagee, known for its elegant pack­
aging in auspicious red, a color traditionally associated 
with luck.

Everyday snacks like latiao (spicy gluten strips), once 
considered too casual for wedding occasions, have also 
made their way into wedding festivities. For many cou­
ples, these spicy treats represent the excit ing journey 
they’re embarking on together, adding a playful touch to 
wedding candy and games.

As for wedding decor and accessories, an increasing 
number of young couples are incorporating elements 
from their hobbies, such as blind box figurines. 

Xiaohongshu blogger “Tieguaixiaoli” shared with 
news site 36Kr that her bridesmaids’ wrist flowers and 
the best men’s corsages were crafted using figurines 
from the Molly Wedding Flower Girl collection, a popu­
lar- IP from Pop Mart . “These figurines can continue to 
serve as home decorations after the wedding. Seeing 
them will bring back memories of this joyful experi­
ence,” she said.

Liu Dingyuan, 20, a student at the 
Naval University of Engineering

Resignation agencies assist employees in quitting 
their jobs more smoothly, tuchong
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The navy is a messenger 
of friendship, spreading 
the seeds of peace and 
harmony around the 
world, and this training 
at sea has allowed us to 
forge emotional bonds 
with people around 
the world.”
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The deck reception is a 
good opportunity for 
exchanges, which 
not only shows the 
traditional Chinese 
culture, but also shows 
the enterprising spirit of 
naval cadets.”

image as peace-loving 
and open.”
Dou Shiyu, 24, a student at the 
Naval University of Engineering
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Casual foods are making their way into wedding 
celebrations, tuchong
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n Oct 1, as the first rays of
sunlight touched China’s 
Nansha Islands, a fleet pri­
marily comprising cadets

from die Naval University of Engineer­
ing (NUE) held a flag-raising ceremo­
ny in the South China Sea to celebrate
the 75 til anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China.

Over 1,300 cadets and crew of the
PLA Navy Task Group 83 stood in neat
rows on the decks of ships Qi Jiguang
and Jing Gangshan as they raised the
national flag and sang the national
anthem.

The fleet then held a soldiers’ oath In OUT 20S, We are in the 
renewal ceremony, where participants
signed a banner, expressing their firm 
commitment to the country.

On the morning of Sept 28, over we haye demonstrated 
1,300 cadets and officers from NUE set .
sail from Zlianjiang, South China’s the Vitality and

Guangdong province, for an offshore confidence Of young 
training and visit mission.

The task group traveled through the
Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean, Navy, Conveying OUE 
visiting Malaysia and Bangladesh, and
is scheduled to dock in Singapore 
before returning to China.

The cadets engaged in exchanges and
cooperation with the navies and locals 
of the host countries, contributing to
building a maritime community with a
shared future.

Shen Xudong, a 23-year-old junior jetted in the engine room and moni- 
from Anyang, Central China’s Henan tored sea conditions and radar signals 
province, delivered a speech at the from the bridge.
National Day ceremony, representing “Previously, our courses on land were 
his fellow cadets. Standing before the more theoretical, but now, as I operate 
vast sea and his peers, all brimming the equipment on the ship, I truly 
with high morale, he felt a profound understand the principles,” she said, 
sense of national pride. “The crew also shares practical experi-

This voyage marks NUE’s explora- ences with us. For example, they 
tion of a new model for offshore train- explain what certain floating objects at 
ing. Students participated, engaging in sea are and how to adjust angles to 
practical exercises alongside the ships’ avoid collisions.”
crews and gaining valuable hands-on “Training in skills closely related to 
experience. our future roles is new but essential for

According to Shen, the Qi Jiguang is us,” Shen said.
known as a “floating university at sea”, International exchange and cooper-
equipped with advanced teaching facil- ation were also key objectives of this 
ities and classrooms. It also features voyage. During stops in Malaysia and 
cadet dining halls, recreation rooms, Bangladesh, the fleet hosted various 
and gyms. The crew members are also events, including open ship days, deck 
more experienced in teaching than receptions, and Chinese city promo- 
those on regular ships, helping cadets tions. Host navy officers, local citi- 
leam more efficiently. zens, and overseas Chinese were

Dou Shiyu, a 24-year-old student invited aboard to participate in these 
specializing in data link engineering activities.
and command from Zhengzhou, Hen- “The deck reception is a good 
an, recalled her experience standing opportunity for exchanges, which not 
watch with the crew. They observed only shows the traditional Chinese 
how power equipment was fueled and culture, but also shows the enterpris­

ing spirit of naval cadets,” Shen said. 
In addition, Dou performed two 

dances with Chinese characteristics 
at the deck reception, showing the 
harmony among China’s multieth­
nic groups as well as the combina­
tion of traditional Chinese culture 
and modern trends, presenting Chi­
na’s warm and friendly image to 
other countries.

The naval cadets also visited a Chi- 
nese-language school in Malaysia and 
a naval academy in Bangladesh, where 
they engaged in friendly basketball 
and table tennis matches.

Liu Dingyuan, a 20-year-old infor­
mation security student from Cheng­
du, Southwest China’s Sichuan 
province, was a member of the foreign 
affairs team during this trip, provid­
ing bilingual tours during the open 
ship days.

“I needed to give an English presen­
tation to Malaysian military cadets 
and officers with only one day to pre­
pare. Although I was nervous, I want­
ed to showcase the demeanor of a 
Chinese soldier and highlight our 
nation’s grace, so I dedicated myself

-
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Russian students embrace
life in Hainan
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Overseas Report

Chinese and German youth team up for green designs

bfi

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/18/2024 8:23:17 PM

fl
r

l

■1 -

I
/

cuisine, baijiu culture, Chinese (Hainan) 
music, tai chi, and coconut carving.

Chen also highlighted that the college has 
established partnerships with several uni­
versities in Russia.

China and Germany. This exchange was 
more than just a chance to explore a new 
country — it was a celebration of a long­
standing tradition between our schools, 
filled with cultural surprises as we focused 
on our project.

By CHEN BOWEN in Haikou 

chenbowen@chinadailyeom.cn

Written by Jiang Ziyi, 17, a student at 
Hangzhou Entel Foreign Language
School. Edited by his English teacher Feng 
Yineng.

Committed to fostering cross-cultural 
understanding and collaboration between 
Russia and China, the 30-year-old also enga­
ges in translation work for both languages 
and utilizes social media to showcase the 
warmth and hospitality of China. He aims to 
present an authentic view of China to the 
world, strengthen the bond between the two 
countries, and promote further investment 
in Hainan’s growing economy.

Party Secretary Chen emphasized the 
importance of cultivating a new generation 
of high-quality talent with international 
perspectives and cross-cultural communi­
cation skills to enhance cooperation 
between China and Russia in fields such as 
economics, technology, and culture.

“This will lay a solid foundation for the 
long-term development of the bilateral rela­
tionship,” Chen noted.

w
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his fellow students and faculty.
Andreev’s passion for Hainan and cultur­

al exchange led him to assist with interna­
tional student affairs at the college from 
2019 to 2021, before transitioning to teach­
ing Russian language and cultural courses 
at Hainan University in the provincial capi­
tal, Haikou. “I hope that by teaching my stu­
dents about Russia, they will be inspired to 
pursue studies and careers that connect 
Russia and China,” he said.

Andreev also shared his deep connection 
to the island province, emphasizing the 
wealth of possibilities for young people in 
Hainan.

“With the development of the Hainan 
Free Trade Port, the province is becoming a 
more internationally oriented destination, 
offering a wide range of opportunities for 
expansion and progress,” he said.

experimented with different computer- 
aided design models, trying to create a 
building structure that could maximize 
solar input while ensuring thermal effi­
ciency.

It was fascinating to see how the Ger­
man students approached problem-solv­
ing differently from us. They were 
meticulous and methodical, while we 
tended to brainstorm and adapt quickly. 
These contrasting approaches comple­
mented each other, leading to a richer and 
more innovative final product.

This human connection extended to my 
experience with my host family. They had 
an impressive collection of teas — some­
thing I hadn’t expected to find in Germa­
ny. Coming from China, where tea is a 
cultural cornerstone, I was surprised by 
how much my host family valued it.

Their cabinet was filled with varieties 
like Earl Grey, herbal blends, and even 
green teas. Each morning at breakfest, we

N

From Aug 18 to 31, we visited Clara- 
Schumann-Gymnasium in Bonn, Germa­
ny, for the first time. Instead of feeling shy 
and hesitant, we were excited because we 
had already connected online in April 
while working together on an environ­
mental project.

The trip was an exchange program 
between Clara-Schumann-Gymnasium 
and our school, Hangzhou Entel Foreign 
Language School. Our mission was to 
reduce the human carbon footprint by 
designing sustainable solutions — from 
environmentally friendly buildings to eco- 
friendly shirts and reusable cardboard 
boxes.

We worked closely with the German 
students, combining our knowledge to 
tackle the issue from multiple angles.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of 
our school’s partnership with Clara-Schu- 
mann-Gymnasium, as well as the compre­
hensive strategic partnership between

After arriving in Germany, we were 
immediately struck by how advanced the 
country was in its environmental efforts. 
Many of the buildings we visited had ultra­
thick insulation and innovative air circu­
lation systems instead of traditional air 
conditioning.

During a tour of Ludwig Maximilian 
University, we learned that many of their 
structures were built from wood, which is 
not only faster to construct but also leaves 
a smaller environmental footprint com­
pared to concrete and steel.

These insights deeply influenced our 
project, where we focused on designing 
buildings that minimized heat loss and 
incorporated renewable energy solutions. 

Our collaboration with the German stu­
dents was enriching not just on the techni­
cal side, but also through our daily 
interactions — working together, exchang­
ing ideas, and learning from each other. 

For example, during one session, we

Irina Ianshina, an exchange student from 
Russia, has developed a deep passion for 
learning Chinese calligraphy since arriving 
in South China’s Hainan province a year 
ago.

The 24-year-old adopted the Chinese 
name Lin Wan, carefully selecting charac­
ters that phonetically resemble her Russian 
name, each with a special meaning. “Lin” 
signifies forest in Chinese, reflecting her 
love for nature, inspired by her outdoor- 
filled childhood. “Wan”, chosen for its gentle 
connotations, was recommended by her 
Chinese friends.

“Many say Chinese is the most challeng­
ing language to learn, but I’ve had a fond­
ness for Chinese culture and even dabbled 
in calligraphy at school in Moscow when I 
was 14,” Ianshina said.

For many international students unfamil­
iar with Chinese characters, calligraphy 
feels more like a form of painting. However, 
at Hainan College of Software Technology 
(HNCST) in Qionghai, Ianshina has made 
impressive progress in calligraphy under 
the guidance of her teacher Zhou Xiayu, 
who praised her understanding of character 
fonnation and her dedication to practice.

In Ianshina’s dormitory, her calligraphy 
and Chinese painting works adorn the 
walls.

“These pieces were completed during 
class,” she said, pointing to a lotus flower 
painting. “My teacher explained the unique 
symbolism of lotus flowers in China — they 
grow in mud yet remain pure and flawless.” 

Ianshina chose to study in Hainan 
because she loves the pleasant winter tem­
peratures above 20 C, the fresh air, and espe­
cially the seafood.

Planning to extend her studies in China, 
she aims to achieve HSK-4 proficiency, 
which will enable her to discuss a wider 
range of topics and communicate more 
effectively with native speakers.

“Since the college began admitting inter­
national students in 2015, we have enrolled 
over 100 students from Russia, who have 
demonstrated exceptional academic per­
formance, with most holding undergradu­
ate or advanced degrees,” said Chen 
Huiyang, Party secretary of HNCST.

She explained that, in addition to core 
Chinese language courses in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing, the curricu­
lum for international students includes 
modules on Chinese culture and an intro­
duction to Hainan’s unique characteristics 
and tourism resources.

Anastasiia Zubkova, a 23-year-old junior 
from Russia, has a deep admiration for Chi­
nese culture. She noted die similarity 
between Russians and Hainan locals in their 
shared love for chicken dishes. She also 
expressed her fascination with the wide 
variety of fruits available in Hainan, a diver­
sity she doesn’t find in Russia.

According to Chen, to enrich the cultural 
experience for international students, die 
college regularly organizes lectures and 
activities covering diverse topics such as 
Chinese tea culture, calligraphy, painting,

n ■ x. J

1

Jiang Ziyi (left) with Rebecca Vad, 
his host and partner at Clara-Schu- 
mann-Gymnasium. provided to 
CHINA DAILY

“I developed a deep appreciation for die 
teachers, campus environment, and new 
experiences,” he said.

Andreev then pursued a one-year pro­
gram focused on Chinese language at the 
college, funded by the Hainan provincial 
government international student scholar­
ship.

After completing his one-year study, 
Andreev returned to Russia in 2017 to finish 
his master’s degree and work. In 2018, he 
returned to Hainan for another year of 
study, ultimately passing the advanced 
HSK-5 exam.

During his time at HNCST, Andreev 
engaged in various activities, including 
playing soccer with Chinese students and 
locals and participating in martial arts com­
petitions. He also performed Russian songs 
at the college’s music festivals, singing for

would laugh and compare tea traditions, 
realizing that, despite our geographical 
distance, some small but meaningful con­
nections bridged our cultures.

By the end of the project, we had not 
only learned about sustainable design but 
also experienced the power of cultural 
exchange firsthand. Through our shared 
environmental goals, we built friendships 
that transcended language and national 
boundaries.

On the last day, my classmate Fu Ziyi 
reflected on the experience, saying, “This 
trip wasn’t just about reducing our carbon 
footprint — it was about understanding 
how different countries can work togeth­
er, learn from each other, and make the 
world a better place.”

A place to belong
Aleksei Andreev embarked on a trans­

formative journey as an exchange student 
from Russia in 2016. Prior to his arrival in 
Hainan, Andreev had been studying Chi­
nese in evening classes in Russia, a manda­
tory requirement for his major in 
professional communication between 
Europe and Asia, which included learning 
foreign languages.

Enthralled by the two-week short-term 
language program at HNCST, Andreev 
gained a foundational understanding of the 
Chinese language and culture.
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Top left and bottom left: Russian students at Hainan College of Software Technology explore tea culture and Chinese painting in cultural classes. Top right 

and bottom right: Russian students try their hand at making dumplings and lanterns during the Lunar New Year celebration event at HNCST on Feb 7,2024. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Russian exchange students in Hainan celebrate Chinese culture and build connections that 
foster mutual understanding.
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