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*. ML The recent visit of Premier Li 
Qiang to Islamabad marked a pivot­
al moment in the evolving relation­
ship between Pakistan and China. 
The visit underscored the strategic 
importance of the shared future of 
both nations. By hosting the high- 
profile Shanghai Cooperation Orga­
nization meeting, Pakistan seized 
the opportunity to further solidify 
its ties with China and other region­
al partners, strengthening not only 
diplomatic ties but also promoting 
economic collaboration through the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

Premier Li’s emphasis on an 
“upgraded version of the CPEC” 
symbolizes a new phase in the long­
standing partnership between the 
two countries. Launched in 2013, 
CPEC aimed to transform Paki­
stan’s infrastructure landscape and 
connect western China to the Ara­
bian Sea via Gwadar Port. This mul- 
tibillion-dollar project, part of the 
Belt and Road Initiative, has signifi­
cantly impacted Pakistan’s energy, 
transportation, and communica­
tion sectors. Upgrading CPEC sug­
gests an ambition to enhance these 
projects with advanced technology, 
deeper investments, and broader 
economic integration.

discussions between Li and Paki­
stani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha­
rif, are critical for ensuring the 
safety of foreign investments and 
the progress of CPEC projects.

Hosting the SCO meeting is a 
milestone for Pakistan. This gather­
ing of regional leaders in Islamabad 
provides Pakistan an ideal platform 
to project itself as a leader in 
regional security and economic 

cooperation. China’s presence at 
this event sends a strong message 
of support for Pakistan and under­
scores the depth of the two nations’ 
strategic partnership. 

The SCO meeting is an opportu­
nity for Pakistan to showcase 
CPEC’s potential to other member 
states, as a model for regional con­
nectivity and development. The 
presence of regional stakeholders 
may encourage other countries to 
consider similar collaborative pro­
jects, potentially expanding the 
influence of the BRI framework. 
This aligns with the SCO’s goals of 
enhancing connectivity and foster­
ing economic cooperation among 
member states.

For decades, Pakistan and China 
have shared a time-tested friend­
ship. This enduring relationship 
has been marked by mutual 
respect, economic collaboration 
and shared strategic interests. Chi­
na has consistently supported Paki­
stan, in regional matters and on the 
global stage. In return, Pakistan has 
provided China with a reliable part­
ner in South Asia, and the two 
countries have frequently backed 
each other in international forums. 

Li’s visit, the inauguration of the 
New Gwadar International Airport, 
and the SCO meeting all signify a 
renewed chapter in this friendship. 
As Pakistan continues to navigate 

its economic and security challen­
ges, China’s support through initia­
tives like CPEC is crucial. This 
relationship serves as a beacon of 
cooperation that can inspire other 
nations in the region to pursue sim­
ilar partnerships, thus contributing 
to a more interconnected and pros­
perous South Asia. 

The SCO meeting and Li’s visit 
mark a historic juncture in the Chi­
na-Pakistan relationship, reaffirm­
ing the mutual commitment to a 
future of shared prosperity. The 
emphasis on an upgraded CPEC 
offers a glimpse into the potential 
for transformative development, 
while Pakistan’s role as an SCO host 
underscores its growing regional 
importance. These initiatives, root­
ed in friendship, diplomacy and 
economic ambition, not only prom­
ise a brighter future for Pakistan 
and China but also present a model 
of cooperation for the region. By 
investing in shared goals, both 
nations are set to achieve mile­
stones that will not only enhance 
their bilateral relationship but also 
promote stability, connectivity and 
economic resilience in the region.

Li Hongping, and former member of 
the Chinese women’s volleyball team 
Li Yueming, who is a two-time Olym­
pian and a bronze medalist at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics.

“It’s of great significance for us to 
have meaningful discussions here 
in Los Angeles, the host city for both 
Olympics,” said Li Hua, president of
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The author is an a Pakistani analyst 
on China and assistant professor at
the National Defence University 
Pakistan. The views do not necessa­
rily reflect those of China Daily.

enthusiasts at a recent event
On TUesday, an American and Chi­

nese Sports Forum was held at the 
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, the 
venue used for the opening ceremony 
of die 1984- Summer Olympics, and 
which will be adopted for the track 
and field competition and the open­
ing ceremony for the 2028 Summer 
Olympics.

It drew hundreds of industry

The upgraded version of CPEC 
could entail an increased focus on 
emerging technologies, sustainabil­
ity and new sectors. An enhanced 
CPEC could bring about deeper 
industrial cooperation and job crea­
tion in Pakistan, as well as skill 
development initiatives to train the 
workforce for modern production. 

CPEC has been critical for Paki­
stan’s economic development. Since 
its inception, it has attracted over 
$65 billion in investment, leading 
to the construction of highways, 
energy projects and industrial 
zones. The project has helped 
address Pakistan’s energy shortage, 
improved connectivity and contrib­
uted to GDP growth. The CPEC’s 
upgraded version could offer Paki­
stan a path to greater economic sta­
bility and reduced reliance on 
international loans. 

Deepening ties between China 
and Pakistan through CPEC and 
beyond serves as a deterrent to 
common security threats in the 
region. Li’s visit and the opening of 
the Gwadar airport symbolize Chi­
na’s steadfast commitment to 
CPEC, even in the face of security 
challenges. Enhanced counterter­
rorism efforts, as highlighted in the

By CHANG JUN in San Francisco 

junechang@chinadailyusa.com

recognized and popular among the 
general public.”

In China’s bustling urban land­
scapes, a vibrant street dance culture 
is emerging, particularly among 
young professionals seeking an escape 
from their demanding work lives.

insiders and the sports community 
to share ideas and thoughts through 
panel discussions about how sports 
can play a more important role in 
strengthening communications 
between China and the United States. 

Speakers included Olympic cham­
pions, medalists and seasoned ath­
letes including four-time Olympic gold 
medalist swimmer John Naber, former 
Chinese national diving team member

Designs inspired by Chinese 
architecture shine in France

By CHEN NAN
chennan@chinadaity.com.cn

Sports can enhance understand­
ing and collaboration between Chi­
nese and Americans, and lias given 
people a better understanding of other 
cultures and built up friendships by 
participating in and competing at the 
Olympics, said athletes, coaches, orga­
nizing committee members and sports

instruction companies in the coun­
try, which has more than 30 bran­
ches in Beijing and has trained over 
150,000 people.

“I never imagined my passion for 
dance would be shared by so many 
people,” Fan said. “Nowadays, not 
only is it accepted in the main­
stream, but it is becoming truly
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an Xiaoyu’s parents used to 
worry that their son was 
turning into a “bad boy”. As a 

teenager obsessed with street 
dance, Fan spent a lot of time danc­
ing in baggy, flashy outfits instead of

Exhibitions highlighting role of different 
civilizations in fostering mutual learning
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Urban art form brings joy, resilience, self-expression to young workers
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studying hard at school as his par­
ents expected.

Now, the 34-year-old runs G-Steps 
studios, one of the largest dance
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CPEC has been 
critical for Pakistan’s 
economic develop­
ment. Since its incep­
tion, it has attracted 
over $65 billion in 
investment, leading 
to the construction 
of highways and 
energy projects.
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and culture in October last year. 
An instraction by Xi, who is also 

general secretary of the Commu­
nist Party of China Central Commit­
tee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, was con­
veyed at the meeting covering sev­
en aspects, including enhancing 
international communication 
capacity and promoting exchanges 
and mutual learning among civili­
zations.

It was not the first time that Xi 
emphasized the importance of 
exchange and mutual learning 
among civilizations. When he pro­
posed the Global Civilization Initi­
ative at the CPC in Dialogue with 
World Political Parties High-level 
Meeting in Beijing in March last 
year, he called for respect for the 
diversity of civilizations.

Delivering a keynote address at 
tire meeting, Xi said that countries 
need to uphold the principles of 
equality, mutual learning, dia­
logue and inclusiveness among 
civilizations, and let cultural 
exchanges transcend estrange­
ment, mutual learning transcend 
clashes, and inclusiveness tran­
scend any sense of superiority.

As the future of all countries will 
be closely connected, tolerance, 
coexistence, exchanges and mutu­
al learning among different civili­
zations will play an irreplaceable 
role in advancing humanity’s mod­
ernization process and making the 
garden of world civilizations flour­
ish, Xi said.

Tan Ping, director of Art Exhibi­
tions China, a governmental body 
that aims to promote Chinese cul­
tural heritage overseas, said that 
“antiques and cultural heritage 
are a unique medium and play a 
key role in enhancing understand­
ing and respect among different 
civilizations and promoting 
exchange and mutual learning”.

Since its establishment in 1971, 
Art Exhibitions China has held 
240 large-scale Chinese antique 
shows overseas and introduced 
140 foreign shows to China.

F„-.JSince it opened a special exhibi­
tion in September, the Guimet 
Museum in Paris has drawn 
throngs of visitors eager to mar­
vel at more than 100 exquisite pie­
ces of Chinese gold artistry, 
including ornaments, jewelry and 
decorative objects dating back to 
the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644).

The items offer a glimpse into 
the finery of Chinese women from 
royal families at the time.

Next month, the museum will 
unveil another exhibition featur­
ing millennia-old antiques that 
are on loan from Chinese muse­
ums. The exhibition, which will 
feature more than 200 items, will 
offer a journey to discover the 
wonders of Chang’an, the bustling 
capital of the Tang Dynasty (618- 
907), a vibrant hub where mer­
chants, scholars, musicians, 
artists and craftsmen from 
around the world once converged. 

Yannick Lintz, president of the 
Guimet Museum, noted that the 
facility, which is dedicated to 
Asian art, has forged extensive col­
laborations with Chinese institu­
tions this year. In total, the 
museum will present four exhibi­
tions spotlighting China’s rich cul­
tural heritage.

Earlier this year, a show display­
ing the art and culture of two mys­
terious states in Central China’s 
Hubei province 2,000 years ago 
was presented to a US audience at 
the Asian Art Museum in San Fran­
cisco. It was the biggest archaeolog­
ical show from China since 2020 
and received strong support from 
six key museums in China.

The active collaborations 
between foreign museums and 
their Chinese counterparts in 
recent years can be attributed to 
President Xi Jinping’s frequent 
promotion of exchanges and 
mutual learning among civiliza­
tions, a key aspect of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Culture that was put 
forward at a national meeting on 
the work of public communication

A passenger takes a selfie in front of the Jakarta-Bandung high-speed train on Thursday, at Padalarang Station in West Java, Indonesia. The 
railway project marked its first full year of operation on the same day. Over the year, a total of 5.79 million passenger trips were made and
the number of passengers has been rising steadily, xu qin / xinhua
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competitions in the world.

Yu has been dedicated to street 
dance since he was a teenager. After 
he moved to Beijing from Qingdao 
in Shandong province to study law, 
he won a number of street dance 
competitions and gave street dance 
classes at universities in the capital. 

“Unlike dance professionals, this 
love for dance among amateurs is 
not just a trend; it represents a shift 
in lifestyle and a means of self-ex­
pression for a generation striving to 
balance work and personal fulfill­
ment,” Yu said.

Urban roots
With diverse movements and 

rhythmic music, dance intrigues 
most people.

Young Chinese professionals have 
embraced a number of dance styles 
such as contemporary, Chinese folk, 
and classic Chinese dance, but street 
dance is the most enjoyable one for 
amateurs and beginners, Fan 
believes.

“Compared with other dance 
forms, like ballet and classic Chi­
nese dance, street dance is easy to 
learn, makes individuals overcome 
their fears and builds confidence,” 
he said. “It also promotes mindful- 

with the sounds of laughter and 
music. It fosters a sense of communi­
ty as these dancers bond over shared 
experiences, supporting each other’s 
growth and celebrating personal 
milestones,” said Hao, who works for 
an advertising company in Beijing.

Wang Jiatong fell in love with 
street dance when he was 13 while 
passing by a street dance studio in 
Hanzhong, Shaanxi province. He 
believes it was one of the first dance 
studios of its kind in the small city, 
and he was deeply intrigued by the 
energetic music and an environ­
ment where he could express him­
self in a creative and unique way.

Wang came to Beijing to attend 
university, secured the advertising 
company job, worked hard, and 
tried to live the life he had dreamed 
of, but reality intervened.

“The office was dull and only the 
dancing made me feel alive,” said 
Wang, 34.

Last year, he returned to Xi’an, 
capital of Shaanxi province. Four 
months ago, he launched J-Dance 
studio, which offers street dance 
courses for enthusiasts.

“So far, we have more than 300 
registered users, which is beyond 
my expectation,” Wang said.

“Unlike first-tier cities, such as Bei­
jing and Shanghai, street dance stu­
dios like ours are still a growing trend 
in Xi’an. But the first month after the 
studio opened we received warm 
feedback from the users,” he said.

Compared with dance studios 
from about 10 years ago, which 
attracted professional and aspiring 
professional dancers, dance studios 
are nowadays popular with ama­
teurs, he said.

The dance studio has become a 
sanctuary where young people can 
reclaim their identities beyond their 
job titles, he said.

“Ninety percent of our clients are 
young women who are white-collar 
workers, full-time mothers, and 
young students,” said Wang. “They 
enjoy the atmosphere in the dance 
studio. From the outfits to the make­
up, they show great interest and 
passion when they appear in the 
dance studio, showcasing them­
selves in front of the mirrors.”

What a feeling
Street dance originated in the 

United States in the late 1970s and 
includes a variety of styles, such as 
breaking, or hip-hop, locking and 
popping.

In China, street dance has taken 
root for various reasons, including 
internet exposure, high-profile 
celebrity collaborations, and tele­
vised competitions, leading to it 
finding plenty of enthusiasts.

The appeal of street dance has 
also been boosted by popular shows, 
such as Street Dance of China, 
streamed on the video site Youku.

Wu Qiping, 29, is a dance enthusi­
ast who works and lives in Chengdu, 
Sichuan province. Almost every day, 
when the clock strikes five, a trans­
formation occurs in the young 
woman.

The busy office atmosphere gives 
way to the pulsating beat of music 

filling a local dance studio where 
k Wu takes dancing classes 
■ almost every day after work 

and also at weekends.
J I Her introduction to dance 

was serendipitous. In 2022, 
Wu and two of her friends 
from college each paid 20 yuan 

($2.80) for a dance class.

Don’t stop believing
Fan was no exception. In 2013, he 

started working at an internet com­
pany in Beijing. He had earlier 
moved from Baoshan, Yunnan prov­
ince, to the capital city to study busi­
ness administration at college.

After the company shifted to a 
new building, Fan discovered a spa­
cious yoga room with mirrors lining 
the walls that the company had pre­
pared for its employees.

“When I saw the room, I instantly 
associated it with a space for danc­
ing. Then I started dancing in front 
of the mirrors, and soon people who 
shared the same interests came and 
we danced together,” recalled Fan. 

“Since most of them had never 
danced before, I started to teach 
them, and I was surprised to find 
that those without a dancing back­
ground learned very fast. What 
impressed me most was their pas­
sion for dancing,” Fan said.

In four years, Fan gathered 
together about 500 of the internet 
company employees to participate 
in the informal dance groups. The 
company, which has about 10,000 
employees, supported Fan’s idea 
and hired more dance teachers to 
give classes every day after work.

One of the teachers was Wang 
Xiao, who was also from Yunnan 
and who had learned to dance as a 
child.

“I can still recall the first class. I 
taught those who had never received 
dance training before. They found it

“After experiencing significant 
burnout from work, we were look­
ing for a way to recharge. Though 
none of us had danced before, we 
decided to give it a try:’ said Wu.

The moment she stepped into the 
studio, the vibrant energy and infec­
tious hip-hop beats enveloped her. 

“The first class was very awk­
ward. I was very uncoordinated. We 
stood at the back of the classroom 
and found it very challenging to fol­
low the lead of the teacher,” recalled 
Wu, adding that she wore her office 
outfit to the dance studio, which 
made her stand out from the other 
students.

Though her two other friends 
dropped out of the class, Wu found 
the experience unlike anything she 
had encountered before.

At first, she struggled with the 
choreography; her movements were 
— stiff and unsure. However, the 
supportive atmosphere and encour­
agement from her instructor and 
peers motivated her to push 
through her initial discomfort. The 
dance studio became a place of lib­
eration, allowing her to express her­
self outside the constraints of work. 

As the weeks turned into months, 
Wu’s commitment to dance deep­
ened. With each session, she gained 
confidence not only in her dancing 
but also in her overall demeanor. 
The emotional release she experi­
enced through dance was profound, 
and it became a form of therapy, 
allowing her to process the stress 
and anxiety accumulated from her 
dayjob.

As she reflected on her experien­
ces, she recognized that dance had 
transformed not just her approach 
to life, but her overall well-being: 
from her feshion sense to her self­
confidence. It became a vital part of 
her identity — a source of joy, con­
nection, and resilience in an ever­
demanding world.

For many y'oung workers, the day 
begins with the grind of a typical 
office environment — emails to 
answer, reports to generate, and 
endless meetings to attend. These 
professionals often spend long 
hours in front of screens.

I

ness and helps individuals to stay 
mentally focused.”

Fan said the development of 
dance culture is closely linked to 
urbanization.

“Regardless of background — 
whether an office worker who is a 
beginner or a seasoned dancer with 
years of experience — everyone pos­
sesses the same potential to dance. 
Young people are willing to invest in 
dance, marking a positive shift,” he 
said. “The youngest student we have 
is about 4 years old and the eldest 
one is more than 60 years old. Danc­
ing is a universal pleasure for people 
of all ages and occupations.”

Fan said when language fails to 
convey meaning, we can communi­
cate through our bodies.

“Dance transcends words, allow­
ing us to express emotions and con­
nect on a deeper level, showcasing 
the powerful resilience of the 
human spirit,” he said.

G-Steps instructor Yu Zhongyuan 
joined the company in 2017 aft­
er he finished second 
in the popping 
category at Jus­
te Debout, in 
Paris, one of 
the biggest 
street dance

Hao Xin has pursued 
her dancing hobby 
since college. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

An instruct­
or shows 
students 
howto 
dance dur­
ing a class 
at G-Steps. 
PROVIDED TO 

CHINA DAILY

An instructor 
demon­
strates move­
ments during 
a G-Steps 
class. 
PROVIDED TO 

CHINA DAILY

Dance me to the end
Hao Xin, 25, also finds joy in danc­

ing, a hobby she started in college. 
“After a long day of work, the free­

dom of dance provides me with a 
necessary outlet for stress relief. I 
enjoy the dance studio which is filled

hard and followed my moves reluc- 
tantly,” recalled Wang, now an expe­
rienced G-Steps instructor.

“I thought that they may not 
return to my class, but to my sur­
prise more people came.”

In 2017, Fan launched his first 
dance studio near Beijing’s 798 Art 
Zone. His colleagues and bosses 
questioned his decision to become 
an entrepreneur, but Fan was deter­
mined.

“I wanted to open the dance stu­
dio because I never stopped loving 
dance. It’s my greatest passion,” he 
said. ‘With the experience of teach­
ing my former colleagues to dance, I 
wanted to bring the joy of dancing 
to more people.”

Fan named his dance studio 
“G-Steps”, after a dance club he 
started when he was a high school 
student. He described the venture as 
“rediscovering and returning to 
what I love”

Drawing inspiration from stars 
like Michael Jackson, whose unique 
dance style fused pop, funk, soul and 
hip-hop, as well as from K-pop 
groups, Fan started dancing as a 
teenager because it “made me feel 
cool”
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Left: Japanese freestyle dancer Kyoka (center) gives instruction to students at a G-Steps store in Beijing in August last year. Right: Wu Qiping attends a class at a dance studio in Chengdu, Sichuan province. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Chinese Consulate General in Los 
Angeles, said the forum induced 
stronger enthusiasm and support 
from sports circles in China and the 
United States. “The organizers unite

all forces to work together. That will 
ultimately benefit the development of 
the sports industry in both countries, 
and benefit bilateral collaborations 
and our athletes,” he said.

hit the target and accomplish our 
tasks on time,” Li said. “I am ready to 
join another torch relay for our 2028 
Olympics here in Los Angeles.”

Chai Yun, cultural consul from the

which was also the first champion­
ship for China.

In the following days, China har­
vested 14 more golds, eight silver and 
nine bronze medals with gymnast 
Li Ning, fencer Luan Jujie and the 
Chinese female volleyball team rising 
into the international spotlight as 
China’s national heroes.

“China finished fourth in 1984, a 
great milestone and achievement that 
lifted the national morale and spirit,” 
said Li Hua. “It also symbolizes the 
beginning of China’s transformation 
into a strong player in the interna­
tional sports community”

Looking ahead, the Olympics 
means all members need to respect 
each other, collaborate, stick to team 
spirit and seek common ground when 
dealing with differences, said Li Li, 
vice-chairman of MEBO Group. She 
learned the Olympic spirit firsthand 
in June when she flew to Cannes, 
France to relay the Paris Olympics 
torch. “On a team of eight, we have 
to act as an entire group in order to

J:**

the American Chinese Athletes Asso­
ciation, the organizer of the event.

A professional athlete, Li was on 
China’s national beach volleyball 
team and won a gold medal at the 
1998 Asian Games in Bangkok, Thai­
land. “By reflecting on the past, we 
can draw lessons, accumulate experi­
ences and apply them to future prac­
tice,” Li added.

David Simon, vice-president of the 
World Union of Olympic Cities who 
served on the organizing committee 
for the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, 
agreed. He recalled many detailed 
arrangements, logistics and overall 
planning for one of the ‘landmark 
events in sports history’:

China was a very important part of 
the 1984 Olympics, said Simon, add­
ing the event was more successful and 
competitive because China attended. 
“They were very warmly welcomed. 
Their participation meant a great 
deal to the organizing committee

With United Kingdom Foreign 
Secretary David Lammy set to make 
an official visit to China on Friday and 
Saturday, Beijing lias expressed its 
hope to work together with London 
on building trust and holding dia­
logues on cooperation.

The trip, announced by China’s 
Foreign Ministry on Thursday, 
marks the first visit to China by a 
member of the new UK Cabinet led 
by Prime Minister Keir Starmer, 
who took office in July.

Analysts noted that both China 
and the UK are permanent mem­
bers of the United Nations Security 
Council, and both are major world 
economies.

“A sustained and steady China-

The shows outside China 
reached more than 60 countries 
and regions across five continents, 
attracting over 100 million visitors 
from both home and abroad.

“Cultural relics and heritage 
are tangible witnesses of history. 
They show the cultural character­
istics, technological levels and 
lifestyles of a particular historical 
period in a more intuitive way, 
which allows audiences to direct­
ly experience the unique charm 
of different civilizations. I see 
these exhibitions of cultural rel­
ics overseas as a ‘golden card’ and 
an ‘ambassador’ for promoting 
Chinese culture,” Tan said.

In addition to taking shows over­
seas, Tan’s team introduced foreign 
relic exhibitions to China in recent 
years, showcasing the remarkable 
achievements of various civiliza­
tions. These exhibitions have 
included relics from Afghanistan, 
Syria, Italy, Greece, Russia, Kazakh­
stan and Mexico, all of which 
received a warm welcome from Chi­
nese audiences.

months, China and the UK have 
seen good momentum in exchanges 
at various levels, as senior officials 
from the two countries, including 
ministers, have held talks or made 
phone calls covering areas such as 
economy, finance, diplomacy, mili­
tary and energy.

Zheng Zeguang, China’s ambassa­
dor to the UK, has said that China 
and the UK “have their own special­
ties in economy, education and cul­
ture, and there is enormous 
potential for mutually beneficial 
cooperation”

“China and the UK can join hands 
to contribute to the resolution of 
major international issues, which is 
also the responsibility of both coun­
tries as permanent members of the 
UN Security Council,” he said at a 
reception in London last month.

By LUO WANGSHU
luowangshu@chinadaily.mm.cn

The Jakarta-Bandung High- 
Speed Railway, a flagship project 
of the China-proposed Belt and 
Road Initiative, marked the first 
anniversary of its official opera­
tion on Thursday, showcasing 
impressive achievements in both 
transportation and economic 
development.

Over the past year, the railway 
has handled 5.79 million passen­
ger trips, with a peak daily seat 
occupancy rate of 99.6 percent, 
according to China Railway Inter­
national, the company operating 
the service.

Since its commercial launch on 
Oct 17 last year, the 142.3-kilometer 
railway has safely completed 
15,826 train trips, covering a dis­
tance of more than 2.57 million km. 

The railway, which boasts a max­
imum design speed of 350 km/h, 
has reduced the travel time 
between Indonesia’s bustling capi­
tal, Jakarta, and the popular tour­
ist destination of Bandung from 
over three hours to just 46 min­
utes. This has made it a highly pop­
ular commuting option for 
residents as well as tourists, pro­
viding a safe, green and comforta­
ble means of transportation.

To meet the passenger surge, the 
number of trains in service daily 
has increased from 14 to as many as 
52 during peak periods, with the 
daily seating capacity growing from
8,400 to more than 31,000. The rail­
way has seen its single-day passen­
ger trip volume peak to 24,132.

The high-speed train service has 
become a game changer for many 
Indonesians. Rahmanda, who runs 
a transportation consultancy in 
Jakarta, said he could now reach 
Bandung within an hour. “The 
punctuality and reliability of the 
train service ensure that I can meet 
clients without worrying about traf­
fic delays,” he added.

in the railway’s daily operations.
Agus Dewiono Widodo, who 

trained under Chinese high-speed 
train pilot Zhang Yue, said he is 
proud to be one of Indonesia’s 
first high-speed train drivers, 
crediting the support and gui­
dance of his Chinese mentor and 
colleagues for his achievement.

Like Widodo, many Indonesians 
who have successfully completed 
certification training can now 
independently operate the high­
speed trains. This progress in tech­
nology transfer has set the 
foundation for Indonesia to inde­
pendently manage and operate the 
railway in the future.

parts who could be future partners. 
At a museum expo held in 

August in Hohhot, the capital of 
the Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region, Jade Guyard, a sales man­
ager at Museum Connections, said 
that she had welcomed a group of 
Chinese museum directors to Paris 
for a Museum Connections fair in 
January. These included the heads 
of the Henan Museum, the Emper­
or Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum Site 
Museum and the China Grand 
Canal Museum.

The Chinese museum directors 
were hoping to show' their collec­
tions outside China to a wider audi­
ence, and their French counterparts 
were interested in introducing Chi­
nese relics to visitors and present­
ing their collections to a Chinese 
audience, Guyard said.

Lintz, the Guimet Museum 
director, signed cooperation agree­
ments with the Dunhuang Acade­
my, the National Museum of China 
and the Palace Museum to deepen 
collaboration in various areas such 
as exhibition activities, academic 
research and talent development, 
when she attended a cultural forum 

logues, and expanding exchanges 
and cooperation.

Lammy’s talks in Beijing are 
expected to center on implementing 
the important consensus reached 
between the two leaders in the 
phone talks in August, Mao said.

Beijing is willing to work with 
London to continue seeing each oth­
er as partners, uphold open cooper­
ation, strive for mutual benefits and 
a win-win situation, and promote 
the sustained and steady growth of 
bilateral relations, she said.

The UK was one of the first 
major Western countries to recog­
nize the People’s Republic of China, 
and it has been 52 years since the 
two countries established diplo­
matic relations at the ambassado­
rial level.

Observers noted that in recent
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Economic driver
The Jakarta-Bandung High- 

Speed Railway is more than just a 
transportation project — it is a 
powerful driver of economic 
development in the Southeast 
Asian country.

By connecting Indonesia’s capi­
tal with the capital of West Java, the 
country’s most populous province, 
the railway has enhanced regional 
connectivity and facilitated eco­
nomic integration. The cities along 
the route are now experiencing a 
boom in commerce and job crea­
tion, with local businesses around 
major stations benefiting from 
higher customer traffic.

The Indonesian government is 
also leveraging the railway to boost 
tourism, promoting scenic and cul­
tural attractions along the route.

Nia Niscaya, a senior official at 
Indonesia’s Ministry of Tourism 
and Creative Economy, said: “Ban­
dung, with its cool climate and 
stunning landscapes, is a major 
tourist destination. The high­
speed railw'ay will help attract 
more international visitors, includ­
ing Chinese tourists, to experience 
Bandung’s beauty, food and cultur­
al heritage.”

Erick Thohir, Indonesia’s minis­
ter of state-owned enterprises, said 
the use of electricity to ran the high­
speed trains is in line with die coun­
try’s green development goals, 
significandy reducing its reliance 
on fossil fuels.

According to the Indonesian gov­
ernment, die railway helps save 
approximately $208 million in fuel 
costs annually. Between 2019 and 
2023, the project added about $5.62 
billion to the GDP of Jakarta and 
West Java, govemmentdata showed. 

As the railway embarks on its sec­
ond year of operation, the Chinese 
and Indonesian teams plan to con­
tinue their close collaboration to 
meet evolving passenger demands. 
Efforts will focus on improving ser­
vice quality, optimizing train sched­
ules and further enhancing 
passenger capacity.

The anniversary of the railway 
marks a significant milestone in 
the deepening China-Indonesia 
partnership under the BRI, bring­
ing tangible benefits to the people 
of the Soutiieast Asian country 
and further strengthening ties 
between the two nations.
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here,” he said.
Peter Gao, one of the founding 

members of die ACAA, called China’s 
participation in the 1984 Olympics 
“a defining moment in die history of 
China’s sports. China sent a delega­
tion of 250 athletes to Los Angeles, 
who would compete against interna­
tional peers at 105 events in 19 sports 
between July 28 and Aug 12. In 1984, 
a few years after China’s launch of die 
reform and opening-up policy, the 
West remained very curious about 
what a new China looked like, said 
Gao.

When the Chinese athletes lined 
up and walked into the stadium at 
the opening ceremony, “tiiey repre­
sented the vigorous and promising 
People’s Republic of China, and of 
course caught the attention of the 
world,” said Gao.

On the afternoon of July 29,1984, 
the 25-year-old Chinese shooter Xu 
Haifeng made history by winning die 
50-meter free pistol event, pocketing 
die first gold medal at that Olympics,

Speakers share their experiences with and insights into sports at the American and Chinese Sports Forum 
held recently at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. From left: Moderator Ni Chen; Li Hongping, former 
Chinese national diving team member; John Naber, four-time Olympic gold medalist swimmer; and David 
Simon, vice-president of the World Union of Olympic Cities who served on the organizing committee for the
1984 Los Angeles Olympics, provided to china daily

Improved services
Passenger services have been 

improved to encourage more con­
sumption. The introduction of 
online ticketing lias been a major 
success, with 82 percent of tickets 
now purchased through digital plat­
forms. The system also supports 
online ticket changes and refunds, 
while physical ticket windows 
remain available.

A flexible pricing policy offers 
passengers more options, and 
additional staff members are 
deployed during peak travel hours 
to ensure smooth boarding and 
departures. Several stations along 
the route, such as Halim and Pada- 
larang, offer a variety of amenities 
including restaurants, convenience 
stores and cafes.

The railway owes its huge success 
to the close collaboration between 
Chinese and Indonesian teams. 
More than 400 Indonesians have 
completed certification training 
under Chinese mentors, and some 
have already taken on critical roles 

Workers in hazmat 
suits clear up “tar 
balls" — which are 
formed when oil 
comes into contact 
with debris and 
water, often as a 
result of oil spills 
or seepage — on 
Coogee Beach in 
Sydney, Australia, 
on Thursday. 
Seven beaches in 
the city, including 
the iconic Bondi 
Beach, have been 
closed to the public 
due to the black 
ball-shaped debris 
washing ashore. 
BROOK MITCHELL 

/ GETTY IMAGES

In July, when the Shanghai Muse­
um opened its largest-ever themed 
exhibition featuring 788 artifacts 
from various periods of Egyptian 
history, visitors had to book tickets 
a month in advance. People showed 
a great passion for ancient Egyptian 
civilization, and related cultural 
products quickly sold out.

Xi’s report to the 20th National 
Congress of the CPC in 2022 also 
called for and emphasized cultural 
exchanges.

In response to the call, cultural 
forums and activities held in vari­
ous cities across China have provid­
ed excellent platforms for museum 
directors and cultural relics experts 
to communicate with one another, 
fostering future collaborations.

In September, the Beijing Cul­
ture Forum gathered hundreds of 
experts, scholars and museum 
directors from across the globe to 
discuss culture-related topics, 
including how cultural exchanges 
help improve mutual learning and 
common progress.

Many museum directors from 
home and abroad were invited to the 
forum, at which they met counter­

BEACH
CLOSED

Debris 
alert 
shuts 
beaches

By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn

in Hong Kong in March. She said 
that with collections of different 
civilizations, museums are impor­
tant for cultural exchanges.

Her museum’s Tang Dynasty 
show, set to open next month, is 
co-organized with Art Exhibitions 
China, which is preparing the loan 
of items from museums across Chi­
na. Every year, the institution holds 
large-scale relics shows in China 
and abroad.

Tan, the Art Exhibitions China 
director, said that in more than 
half a century of cultural relics 
exhibitions and international 
exchanges, there has been a signif­
icant evolution, from telling Chi­
na’s story to narrating the stories 
of world civilizations and now to 
illustrating the exchanges and 
mutual learning between different 
cultures.

“This journey marks a transfor­
mation from Who am I?’ to ‘The 
World and I”’ he said. “This trans­
formation reflects the confidence 
and strength of Chinese culture, 
embodying the vitality and dyna­
mism of China’s rich cultural heri­
tage as it flourishes in the new era.”

UK relationship serves the interests 
of tiie two countries, facilitates the 
joint response of the international 
community to global challenges 
and boosts world peace and devel­
opment,” Foreign Ministry spokes­
woman Mao Ning said on 
Thursday.

The two sides “will have in-depth 
discussion on enhancing strategic 
mutual trust and strengthening 
dialogue on cooperation in various 
areas” during Lammy’s visit to Chi­
na, Mao told a daily news briefing 
in Beijing.

President Xi Jinping held his first 
phone conversation with the new 
UK prime minister in August.

The two sides reached an impor­
tant consensus on sticking to the 
principle of mutual respect, 
strengthening contacts and dia-
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Former COFCO official pleads guilty

Scientists unveil optimal therapies for type 2 diabetes patients
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Lhashamgyal, director and 
researcher of the Institute of 
Religious Studies at the China 
Tibetology Research Center 

By CUI JIA in Ningbo, Zhejiang 

cuijia@chinadaily.com.cn

By LI WENFANG in Guangzhou 

liwenfang@chinadaily.com.cn

By CHEN LIUBING in Kunming 

chenliubing@chinadaily.com.cn
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Chinese scientists have found 
that shoit-term intensive insulin 
therapy followed by oral anti-hy- 
perglycemic therapies can sustain­
ably improve blood sugar control 
in patients who have been newly 
diagnosed with type 2 diabetes.

A report on the research led by 
Li Yanbing, a professor at the First 
Affiliated Hospital of Sun Yat-sen 
University, was published in Brit­
ish Medical Journal on Tuesday.

Data from the International Dia-

1< I

Zhou Zheng, former deputy gen­
eral manager of China’s leading 
agricultural and food trader COF­
CO Corp, pleaded guilty to taking 
bribes, embezzlement and abuse 
of power while standing trial in 
Yuncheng, Shanxi province, on 
Thursday.

According to the indictment 
provided by Yuncheng prosecu­
tors, Zhou took advantage of his 
positions in the company from 
1998 to 2023 to assist depart­
ments and individuals in matters 
such as project contracting.

By WANG XU
in Shenzhen, Guangdong 

wangxu@chinadaily.com.cn

By CAO YIN
caoyin@chinadaily.com.cn

patients, she said, adding that the 
strategy can help improve patient 
compliance with treatment plans, 
lower medical costs and reduce 
complications.

This approach offers a promising 
direction for decision-making in 
the clinical management of type 2 
diabetes patients.

More practical and feasible 
intensive approaches that can be 
applied in outpatient settings 
could be explored for the “intense” 
treatment method, and more con­
venient drugs could be considered 
in the “simplified” one, Li said.

An Indian folk musician plays a 
flute made by the Jingpo ethnic 
group in Longchuan county,
Yunnan province, on Thursday. 
CHEN LIUBING / CHINA DAILY

Scholars embrace technologies to 
preserve Buddhist heritage and culture

betes Federation shows there are 
an estimated 537 million people 
worldwide who have the disease, 
according to the report.

Hyperglycemia is a primary risk 
factor for chronic complications of 
diabetes and even death. Early, 
intensive blood sugar control can 
dramatically reduce the risk of 
death and complications.

However, despite various treat­
ments, more than half of diabetes 
patients still struggle to control 
their blood sugar, an indication 
that traditional treatment strate­
gies have been unable to curb the

As technology' experts endeavor 
to develop a “Digital China”, more 
efforts to digitalize Buddhist 
scriptures and antique books 
have been made, which has signif­
icantly helped better preserve and 
promote the religion and related 
culture in modern times, Chinese 
scholars and senior Buddhist 
monks said.

Venerable Master Shi Yongxin, 
abbot of Shaolin Temple in Henan 
province and vice-president of 
the Buddhist Association of Chi­
na, said on Thursday that digital 
technologies have been widely 
used to preserve Buddhist scrip­
tures, architecture, statues and 
paintings, making Buddhist cul­
ture more accessible to the public. 

In October 2021, Shaolin tem­
ple — the cradle of Chinese mar­
tial arts — launched a big data 
platform to preserve and show­
case the temple’s unique Bud­
dhist cultural resources with 
digital technologies. The plat­
form marked the temple’s entry 
into the digital age, Shi said at a 
sub-forum themed Digitalization 
of Buddhist Scriptures during the 
6th World Buddhist Forum in 
Ningbo, Zhejiang province. 

“Besides digitalizing more 
than 246 stone tomb pagodas, 
more than 5,480 scrolls of Bud­
dhist scriptures and many 
inscriptions on stone tablets, we 
have also been using digital tech­
nologies to preserve Shaolin mar­
tial arts,” Shi said, adding that 
such efforts have been stepped 
up since the country introduced 
the plan to build a “Digital Chi­
na” in January last year.

The creation of a “Digital Shao­
lin”, has made it easier for the pub­
lic to use the internet to learn 
about Shaolin culture and how it 
has evolved over time. So for, more 
than 30,000 documents have been 
digitalized, he added.

Lhashamgyal, director and 
researcher of the Institute of Reli­
gious Studies at the China Tibetol­
ogy Research Center, said the 
digitalization of Tibetan Buddhist

Artists perform with traditional instruments, drums and suona. a double-reed woodwind instru­
ment, at the Eighth China Intangible Cultural Heritage Expo in Jinan, Shandong province, on Thurs­
day. The expo, which opened on Thursday, will ran until Monday and is themed on protecting 
heritage, upholding tradition and promoting innovation. More than 100 inheritors are at the expo to 
interact with visitors, wang feng / for china daily

drone patrolling the school and its 
surrounding area during busy drop­
off and pick-up times. Police offi­
cers, usually two, work at the school 
gate to operate the drone and use it 
to broadcast safety reminders via 
loudspeaker to pedestrians and 
drivers breaking traffic rales.

“Unlike fixed CCTV cameras, 
drones offer flexible, mobile sur­
veillance, eliminating blind spots 
and improving visibility in com­
plex situations,” said Pang Wenhui, 
deputy chief of UAV office of 
Shenzhen bureau’s special police 
detachment. “High-definition vid­
eo feeds allow for real-time deci­
sion-making in a command center. 
For example, a drone could quickly 
identify illegally parked cars near a 
school, and thus enable a swift 
police response.”

According to Pang, the enhanced 
school safety initiative using 
drones is now active in 11 Shenzhen 
districts.

Beyond daily life, police in Nan- 
shan district in June utilized a 
drone to create a detailed map of a 
gambling den hidden within a 
complex construction site. The aer­
ial mapping proved crucial in plan­
ning the raid, leading to the arrest 
of 16 suspects.

“Drones offer a significant advan­
tage in such situations, providing a 
safe and efficient way to survey diffi- 
cult-to-access locations and gather 

yuan, they added.
They provided evidence to the 

Yuncheng Intermediate People’s 
Court, noting that Zhou should 
be held criminally liable for brib­
ery, embezzlement and abuse of 
power.

During the trial, Zhou and his 
lawyer also shared their opinions 
on the evidence, and Zhou con­
fessed to the crimes in his final 
statement

The court said the verdict will 
be announced at a later date.

More than 40 people, including 
Zhou’s family members, national 
lawmakers, political advisers and 
journalists, attended the trial.

The hum of rotors is becoming a 
familiar sound in the skies above 
Shenzhen, a city in Guangdong 
province known for its technologi­
cal innovations. But these aren’t 
just recreational drones; they’re 
the newest recruits in Shenzhen’s 
public security force, transforming 
how police monitor, respond to 
and prevent accidents in the city. 

“A total of eight specialized 
drone units, each with a unique 
role such as patrolling, monitoring 
traffic flow and locating drug traf­
ficking have been established,” 
Song Zhuoyuan, a spokesperson 
from Shenzhen Municipal Public 
Security Bureau told China Daily, 
adding that the adoption of 
unmanned aerial vehicles in polic­
ing represents a significant step 
forward in modern law enforce­
ment.

In fact, as a global hub for drone 
manufacturing and research, 
Shenzhen’s public security sector 
had leveraged the city’s technologi­
cal prowess to create a sophisticat­
ed, multifaceted policing system 
that integrates drones into their 
work.

Early in the fell semester, parents 
of some students at Qiaoxiang 
School in Futian district noticed a

Cultural exchanges and people- 
to-people communication are con­
ducive to the development of 
bilateral relations, said Indian musi­
cians who have been experiencing 
Chinese music and culture during 
their trip to the country.

At the invitation of the Consulate 
General of China in Kolkata, India, 
the six-member delegation of musi­
cians is visiting Southwest China’s 
Yunnan province from Monday to 
Saturday.

They began their trip in Kun­
ming, the capital of Yunnan. During 
their two-day visit there, members 
of die delegation watched Chinese 
performances, met widi teachers 
and students at Yunnan Minzu Uni­
versity, and took part in cultural 
exchanges with experts and schol­
ars at the Yunnan Academy of Social 
Sciences.

After watching Dynamic Yunnan, 
an original ethnic dance musical at 
the Yunnan Art Theater, Alobo 
Naga, an Indian singer and compos­
er, said he was amazed by the per­
formance.

recruitment and work promotion, 
and in return accepted bribes 
worth more than 6.05 million 
yuan ($849,000).

From 2003 to 2021, Zhou was 
found to have used his positions 
at the State-owned company to 
defraud public funds of over 2.41 
million yuan by various means, 
including pretending to increase 
salary bonuses and falsely listing 
expenses, prosecutors said.

In addition, between 2013 and 
2014, he was found to have 
abused his power to promote 
some company projects, resulting 
in a loss of State-owned assets 
worth more than 101 million

scriptures has also seen great 
progress in recent years.

In 2018, restorers began mak­
ing efforts to preserve antique 
documents at the Potala Palace — 
an icon of Tibetan Buddhism — in 
Lhasa, the regional capital of the 
Xizang autonomous region. The 
project, undertaken by the Chi­
nese Academy' of Cultural Heri­
tage, is expected to be a 10-year 
process of protection, repair, digi­
talization and exhibition. The dig­
ital files are expected to be 
accessible to researchers and the 
general public in the future, Lha- 
shamgy'al said.

“During the project, new tech­
nologies have been developed to 
digitalize scriptures in Tibetan 
and Sanskrit languages without 
damaging them,” he said.

Furthermore, the center is cur­
rently developing a database for 
archives and antique books in 
Tibetan. So for, more than 2,000 
antique books, including Bud­
dhist scriptures and biographies 
of senior monks, have been digi­
talized and can be accessed online 
and via mobile applications, he 
added.

“More Buddhist scriptures and 
antique books in China will be dig­
italized in the future, which can 
make it easier for people to explore 
their values in modem society?’ 
Lhashamgyal said.

“It’s a very good experience, espe­
cially the culture. I could see lots of 
similarities (of our cultures). It’s 
something very unique, but we feel 
that we are at home,” Naga told Chi­
na Daily in an exclusive interview. 

He also noted that India and Chi­
na are and will always be neighbors. 

“We have to be good to one 
another, and to be friends, because 
no matter what happens, we will be 
neighbors for a lifetime,” Naga said. 

He said the delegation lias come 
to know more about China, and he 
hopes the cultural exchanges initiat­
ed in China will continue so the 
friendship between the two coun­
tries will grow stronger.

Led by composer, conductor and 
music teacher James Shikiye Swu, 
the delegation includes tribal sing­
ers, folk musicians and educators.

Music instructor Nise Merano 
said that the purpose of India-China 
bilateral exchanges is not only to 
celebrate diversity, but also to cele­
brate unity and to make the world a 
more peaceful place to live.

During the visit, some members 
of the delegation found that many of 
Yunnan’s ethnic groups, especially 
the Yi and Jingpo people, had many 
similarities in dress, language, food 
and architecture with their counter­
parts in India.

Swu, head of the delegation, said 
that the musicians learned so much 
by coming to China, and he hopes 
the trip marks the beginning of 
increased people-to-people 
exchanges between the two nations. 

“Maybe we should come back 
here again and do some research 
and stay longer, and go to the villa­
ges of the Yi and Jingpo people to 
take a look,” Swu added.

According to Zhang Zhizhong, 
director of the Bilateral Section of 
the Consulate General of China in 
Kolkata, this is the third delega­
tion that the consulate has sent to 
Yunnan this year, with three Indi­
an Buddhist monks having visited 
the province in April, and 10 art­
ists and young scholars in July 
who participated in events at the 
China-South Asia Cooperation 
Forum.

The current delegation’s itinerary 
includes visits to Mangshi city, 
Longchuan county' and Ruili city. 
On Friday, it will return to Kunming, 
where members are expected to par­
ticipate in a cultural exchange activ­
ity with musicians from the Yunnan 
Musicians Association.

A supermoon is captured over the roof of the Jokhang Temple in 
Lhasa, Xizang autonomous region, on Thursday. A supermoon is 
a full moon that occurs when the Moon is closest to Earth in its 
orbit. LI lin / china news service

progression of diabetes.
Significant hyperglycemia is 

common in patients with newly 
diagnosed type 2 diabetes.

Owing to the limited efficacy of 
monotherapy, the American Diabe­
tes Association and the European 
Association for the Study of Diabe­
tes recommend that a combination 
of therapies can be used. But a stan­
dardized treatment path for these 
patients remains undetermined.

Emerging evidence has shown 
that the progression of type 2 dia­
betes is reversible, especially in its 
early stages.
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During the project, 
new technologies 
have been 
developed to 
digitalize scriptures 
in Tibetan and 
Sanskrit languages 
without damaging 
them.”

crucial evidence before a raid. In 
this case, the drone provided valua­
ble visual evidence of the gambling 
operation, including its layout and 
the presence of suspects, which 
could be used as supporting evi­
dence in the subsequent investiga­
tion and prosecution,” said Song 
from the public security bureau.

However, the integration of 
drones into policing also raises 
questions. Concerns about privacy 
and potential misuse of surveil­
lance technology are valid and 
require careful consideration.

Shenzhen authorities have 
emphasized the importance of 
transparency and adherence to 
strict operational guidelines to 
mitigate these risks.

“While challenges persist regard­
ing the safe operation of drones 
and the prevalence of unautho­
rized drone activity, or “black fly­
ing”, we are implementing a multi­
pronged strategy to address these 
concerns, which include invest­
ments in infrastructure, the devel­
opment of a counter-drone system 
and a public awareness campaign 
encompassing education and 
enforcement,” said Wang Lei, depu­
ty director of the guidance office of 
the Shenzhen public security 
bureau’s management detach­
ment “We are also engaging with 
the private sector to foster safe and 
efficient drone operations.” 

7^5

The research conducted by Li’s 
team was carried out on 412 
patients with newly diagnosed 
type 2 diabetes in 15 Chinese hos­
pitals between 2017 and 2020.

Using what is known as the 
intense simplified strategy, the 
team used short-term intensive 
insulin therapy follow'ed by oral 
therapies, especially the combina­
tion of two drags — linagliptin and 
metformin, Li told the media on 
Thursday.

The treatment sustainably 
improved blood sugar control and 
beta cell function in those
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Policy shift unleashed wave of economic
dynamism that propelled nation onto global stage
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Editor’s note: This year marks the 75th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China, and to celebrate we have created a series of illustrations depicting the changes over decades 
since the country opened up to the rest of the world. China Daily and Lurun Academy of Fine Arts 

cooperated to create this page and animation.
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Watch the video by 
scanning the code.
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the past several decades, 
ensuring that the country 
will continue to play a pivotal 
role in the global economy 
for years to come.

In a world that is increas­
ingly interconnected, China’s 
story is one of resilience, 
ambition and unwavering 
commitment to progress. As 
the nation continues to build 
on its remarkable achieve­
ments, the world watches 
closely, knowing that China’s 
journey is far from over.

solidifying China’s role as a 
global economic powerhouse. 

As China celebrates its past 
achievements, it also looks to 
the future with confidence. 
The nation’s leadership has 
made it clear that the doors 
to China will only open wid­
er, promising more opportu­
nities for international 
collaboration and economic 
growth. This vision reflects 
the spirit of innovation and 
openness that has driven 
China’s transformation over 

A

t the founding of 
New China in 1949, 
few could have pre- 

— —dieted the astonish­
ing economic transformation 
that would follow. For nearly 
three decades, China’s devel­
opment was characterized by 
limited global engagement. 
However, everything changed 
in 1978 when China launched 

this journey was achieved in 
2001, when China, after 
going through lengthy and 
tough negotiations, joined 
the World Trade Organiza­
tion in December of that 
year. The WTO accession is 
also widely considered as a 
landmark economic event in 
world history.

In more recent years, Chi­
na’s technological advance­
ments have continued to 
impress the world. The C919, 
China’s first domestically pro­

duced large passenger jet, 
made its maiden flight in 2017, 
signaling the nation’s ambi­
tions in the aerospace indus­
try. This achievement was 
complemented by the launch 
of the China International 
Impoit Expo in 2018, a 
groundbreaking event that 
underscored China’s commit­
ment to global trade and coop­
eration. The CIIE has since 
become a vital platform for 
international businesses to 
access the Chinese market, 

its historic reform and open- 
ing-up policy under the lead­
ership of the Communist Party 
of China. This policy shift 
unleashed a wave of economic 
dynamism that would propel 
China onto the global stage.

The opening-up policy 
marked the beginning of a 
new era, where China wel­
comed foreign investment, 
embraced market reforms 
and began integrating with 
the global economy. One of 
the greatest milestones in 
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Hot topics set for
discussion in Beijing

Financial Street Forum to welcome more than 500 senior guests
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dards of top international financial 
institutions,” Yu said, adding: “We 
have received positive feedback 
from our clients.”

Mi Yang, head of research for 
JLL North China, told Xinhua that 
in the fourth quarter of 2023, rent­
al prices for pure leasing projects 
in Financial Street saw a slight 
decrease but still remained at the 
top nationwide. It had the lowest 
vacancy rate for commercial build­
ings in Beijing. In his opinion, the 
street has embarked on a path of 
high-quality development.

There are nearly 210,000 finan­
cial industry professionals work­
ing on Beijing Financial Street, 
two-thirds of whom have a mas­
ter’s degree or above.

“For young people, Financial 
Street is a comprehensive platform 
for growth,” said Feng Kai from the 
Export-Import Bank of China, who 
has been working on Financial 
Street for more than 10 years.

A sound business environment 
has proved to the biggest magnet 
for these financial institutions. For 
more than 30 years, Financial 
Street has adhered to the service 
concept of combining government, 
chambers of commerce and enter­
prises, catering to the needs for the 
development of the financial 
industry, financial institutions and 
financial professionals, and con­
tinuously improving services.

Facing the complexity of the 
global economic situation, Beijing 
Financial Street is promoting the 
inflow of financial institutions, 
professionals and information; 
improving the quality of modern 
financial services; strengthening 
its role as a national financial 
management center and contrib­
uting to the construction of a 
financially strong country, local 
officials said.

Driven by the street, Xicheng 
district has posted strong per­
formance in its financial industry. 

The district’s financial industry 
achieved an added value of 322.75 
billion yuan in 2023, a year-on- 
year increase of 6.8 percent. That 
has been higher than the average 
growth of the city’s financial 
industry for three consecutive 
years and accounted for 37.3 per­
cent of the total added value of the 
financial industry in the city, 
according to Lu Wuxing, head of 
the Beijing Financial Street Servi­
ces Bureau.

The momentum continued into 
the first half of this year, when the 
added value of the financial indus­
try in Xicheng amounted to 158.4 
billion yuan, up 6 percent from the 
same period of 2023. That account­
ed for 54.4 percent of the district’s 
GDP, setting a record.

Nineteen financial institutions 
were introduced to the street this 
year, adding registered capital 
worth 75.4 billion yuan.

brands; an auto show spotlighting 
high-end imported vehicles and 
new energy innovations like 
XPeng’s flying car; and a roadshow 
featuring Huawei’s latest smart­
phones.

Parkson, a comprehensive shop­
ping mall, is serving as a subvenue 
for the shopping season, hosting 
fashion shows and an exhibition of 
jewelry designed by college stu­
dents.

Online, 89 merchants at the Sea­
sons Place luxury shopping mall in 
Xicheng will offer exclusive dis­
counts throughout the shopping 
season. For example, international 
luxury and retail products will 
have approximately 300 yuan 
($42) off for every 1,000 yuan 
spent. Other lifestyle services will 
offer discounts of about 2,500 
yuan for every 50,000 yuan spent 

Additionally, the district will 
release surprise vouchers on the 
“Xicheng Consumption” online 
platform at scheduled internals 
and in limited quantities to 
encourage shoppers.

The season also includes the sec­
ond phase of a trade-in program 
for consumer goods. Individual 
consumers purchasing any of the 
eight eligible categories of home 
appliances will receive a trade-in 
subsidy of approximately 10 per­
cent of the purchase price.

A prestigious financial event is to 
commence on Friday in Beijing, 
where senior government officials, 
along with experts, scholars and 
representatives from global finan­
cial institutions, will deliver key­
note speeches.

The Annual Conference of Finan­
cial Street Forum 2024, running 
until Sunday, is co-hosted by the 
Beijing government, the People’s 
Bank of China, the National Finan­
cial Regulatory Administration, the 
China Securities Regulatory Com­
mission, Xinhua News Agency and 
the State Administration of Foreign 
Exchange.

This year’s event is to attract 
more than 500 distinguished guests 
from more than 30 countries and 
regions around the world.

Over the course of three days, 
participants will engage in discus­
sions on current economic and 
financial hot topics, aiming to 
enhance mutual trust, deepen win­
win cooperation and share develop­
ment opportunities.

as six thematic activities focusing 
on such topics as improving the 
modern central banking system, 
deepening capital market reforms, 
empowering industries through 
finance to lead high-quality devel­
opment, and enhancing mutually 
beneficial international trade and 
investment cooperation.

The activities will also provide 
authoritative interpretations of 
international and domestic eco­
nomic development trends and 
financial regulatory policies.

Additionally, the international 
level of this year’s forum has been 
enhanced. It has set up three sub- 
venues in Hong Kong, Luxem­
bourg and Tokyo, inviting local 
governments and enterprises to 
participate. And, for the first time, 
it has invited the Hong Kong 
Financial Services Development 
Council to host thematic activities 
in Beijing.

The closing ceremony will be held 
in conjunction with the Hong Kong 
subvenue, inviting representatives 
from the governments and institu­
tions of Beijing and Hong Kong Spe­
cial Administrative Region to 

iw
A vibrant shopping season is 

underway in Beijing’s Xicheng dis­
trict, as a supporting event for this 
year’s Annual Conference of 
Financial Street Forum.

Launched on Oct 1, this nearly 
monthlong event marks the first 
large-scale consumption promo­
tion in conjunction with the 
forum, according to organizers.

Yuan Li, director of the Xicheng 
commerce bureau, said that the 
shopping season is partof Beijing’s 
initiative to establish itself as an 
international consumption center 
demonstration zone.

The aim is to cultivate a festive 
atmosphere around Financial 
Street, where the forum is being 
held, and harness Xicheng’s 
strengths in commerce, culture 
and technology to bolster the sup­
port services of Financial Street, 
he added.

The main offline activities of the 
shopping season began on Thurs­
day and will span four days, featur­
ing a temporary pedestrian street 
stretching from the west end of 
Jinchengfang Street to Taiping- 
qiao Street.

Highlights include the Financial 
Street International Coffee Gala, 
showcasing around 60 renowned 
domestic and international coffee 

A bilingual sign for the Annual Conference of Financial Street Forum 2024 is prominently displayed on
Beijing Financial Street to promote the event, song jiaru / for china daily

The Beijing Stock Exchange’s exhibition at a high-tech expo in
the city in July, provided to china daily

The theme of this year’s forum is 
“Trust and Confidence — Work 
Together to Promote Financial 
Openness and Cooperate for Shared 
Economic Stability and Growth” 

“Trust is the cornerstone of inter­
national cooperation and confi­
dence is the support for economic 
development,” said Liu Dongwei, 
executive secretary-general of the 
fomm’s organizing committee and 
head of Beijing’s Xicheng district. 

“This theme fully reflects the 
deep consensus among the fomm’s 
organizers, financial institutions 
and industry insiders, highlighting 
the development concepts of 
co-consultation, co-construction, 
co-governance and co-sharing.

“It also showcases the inclusive­
ness, the role of demonstration and 
leadership of the Financial Street 
Forum,” he added.

This year’s forum is structured 
around a main forum plus parallel 
forums and a fintech conference. It 
features 25 thematic activities and 
three investment and financing 
matchmaking events.

The main forum includes open­
ing and closing ceremonies, as well

“Here, you can keep abreast of the 
latest financial trends and the 
highest-level financial expertise, 
and access the most professional 
financial talent.

“In die process of serving the 
real economy, preventing financial 
risks and deepening financial 
reform, you can realize your own 
value,” said Feng.

Data from the Beijing Financial 
Street Services Bureau show that 
the talent, information and service 
aggregation effects in the Financial 
Street business district are increas­
ingly evident.

In 2023,50 new financial institu­
tions were introduced to the street, 
with an additional registered capi­
tal of 41.3 billion yuan. Currently, 
Financial Street has gathered more 
than 800 key financial institutions 
and 175 headquarters enterprises. 
Of them, 16 have joined the ranks 
of the Fortune Global 500 compa­
nies.

As part of the Annual Confer­
ence of Financial Street Forum 
2024, a parallel forum organized 
by Beijing Stock Exchange is to be 
held on Friday.

In response to the annual con­
ference’s theme of “Trust and Con­
fidence — Work Together to 
Promote Financial Openness and 
Cooperate for Shared Economic 
Stability and Growth” the parallel 
forum will focus on supporting 
small and medium-sized enter­
prises in pursuing specialization 
and sophistication to serve the 
development new quality produc­
tive forces.

Liang Zhifeng, head of the SME 
Bureau at the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology; 
Shang Qingjun, deputy director- 
general of the Department of Pub­
lic Company Supervision at the 
China Securities Regulatory Com­
mission; and Zhang Wen, presi­
dent of Beijing Financial Court, 
have been invited to make keynote 
speeches at the forum.

Other keynote speakers will 
include Huo Xue wen, chairman of 
Bank of Beijing; Zhang Qicheng, 
chairman of Caitong Securities; Li 
Xiaowei, deputy general manager 
of Fullgoal Fund Management 
Company; and Zhou Guihua, 
chairman of BSE.

Since its inception in 2021, BSE 
has positioned itself as a main are­
na for serving innovation-driven 
SMEs and helping with their 
growth on the journey toward 
specialization and sophistication, 
according to its management

During the parallel forum, 
attendees will discuss improving 
the quality of BSE-listed compa­
nies by enhancing the accumula­
tion of innovative SMEs, which 
use specialized and sophisticated 
technologies to produce novel or 
unique products.

Among the panel discussion 
participants are Zhang Peng, dep­
uty director of the listed compa­
nies research center at the

Financial Street is a bustling economic hub in downtown Beijing, 
where more than 1,900 financial institutions from China and abroad 
have made a presence, wen zhao / for china daily

Chinese Academy of Social Scien­
ces; Zhu Haibin, general manager 
of Kaiyuan Securities Beijing 
Stock Exchange research center; 
Liu Ping’an, chairman of GGR 
Capital; and Wu Jinjun, chairman 
of Machinery Technology Devel­
opment.

At the forum, BSE, the National 
Equities Exchange and Quota­
tions, and Beijing Financial Court 
will sign a memorandum of 
understanding for cooperation in 
assisting SMEs in their innovative 
development and serving new 
quality productive forces.

As the youngest stock 
exchange, BSE puts an emphasis 
on internationalization, helping 
domestic businesses with their 
innovative development and 
sharing the opportunities arising 
from China’s high-quality devel­
opment.

Thus BSE has arranged a spe­
cial sharing session at the forum, 
inviting executives from stock 
exchanges from Oslo in Norway, 
Singapore and China’s Kong 
Hong to offer insights into how 
overseas capital markets serve 
tech companies and foster future 
industries.

Over the past three years, BSE 
has focused on target groups, con­
tinuously played the role of an 
experimental field for reform, 
explored the path of inclusive 
financial development in the capi­
tal market and made substantial 
progress in high-quality construc­
tion.

Data from the BSE show that of 
the listed companies, nearly 80 
percent are from strategic emerg­
ing industries and advanced man­
ufacturing. Specialized and 
innovative enterprises that have 
been granted the national ‘little 
giant” status account for more 
than half. Also, a large number of 
businesses have been recognized 
as “champions” in their respective 
segments of the manufacturing 
industry or have won national­
level science and technology 
awards.

■s
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participate in an in-depth discus­
sion on the theme of “green 
finance”, promoting financial 
exchanges and cooperation 
between the Chinese capital and 
the SAR.

Also, it will continue to host high- 
level dialogues with former central 
bank governors from major global 
economic and financial countries, 
like China, the United Kingdom 
and Switzerland.

The parallel forums will focus on 
“strengthening economic and 
financial cooperation for coordinat­
ed development” and “finance sup­
porting sustainable economic 
development”, setting up a series of 
professional, cutting-edge and 
in-depth activities.

The fintech conference, serving 
as a specific segment of the forum, 
will run until Tbesday. It will feature 
17 events, focusing on artificial 
intelligence plus financial innova­
tion; data elements plus financial 
applications; fintech development 
and achievements; and bridging 
the digital divide through fintech.

Liu highlighted five major fea­
tures of this forum, one of which is 
the richer thematic setting. For 
instance, the forum has, for the first 
time, invited the Ministry of Indus­
try and Information Technology 
and centrally-administered and 
State-owned enterprises to host 
themed activities. These aim to 
emphasize the forum’s role as a plat­
form for positive interaction 
between finance and the real econo­
my.

The forum lias also innovated the 
path of sci-tech transformation by 
creating a fund-themed forum and 
holding corporate roadshows and 
industry-finance matchmaking 
meetings.

This year, the forum offers a vari­
ety of supporting activities, making 
it not only a professional exchange 
platform for financial industry 
practitioners but a grand event for 
the public.

For example, during the forum, a 
large-scale cultural performance 
wall be held at the Beijing Tianqiao 
Performing Aits Center, covering 
various art forms such as dance, 
song, music and opera.

In addition, the forum wall con­
duct a large-scale series of shopping 
activities. Starting from Oct 1 and 
lasting nearly a month, these activi­
ties are taking place mainly at Bei­
jing’s Seasons Place luxury 
shopping mall and its surrounding 
areas.

They include a coffee market, 
auto show’s, electronic product 
roadshows and outdoor dining 
experiences. There will also be a 
global product launch and sale 
event, offering substantial discounts 
and consumption vouchers to the 
public.

As the Annual Conference of 
Financial Street Forum opens in 
Beijing on Friday, the place where 
the forum happens and takes its 
name from is stepping into the 
spotlight.

Located in Xicheng district of 
Beijing, Financial Street is now 
home to more than 1,900 financial 
institutions. Their combined 
assets exceed 150 trillion yuan 
($21.09 trillion), accounting for 
one-third of the country’s total.

After more than 30 years of 
development, the street has 
become a leading economic hub in 
the city center and become a glo­
bally renowned financial district. 

“Financial Street in Beijing, 
occupying only two 10,000ths of 
the city’s total area, contributes 
nearly 40 percent of the added val­
ue of the city’s financial industry 
and close to 70 percent of tax reve­
nue of the financial industry, mak­
ing it a leading financial hub in 
Beijing,” Liu Dongwei, head of 
Xicheng district, said at a recent 
news conference.

In the 2.59-square-kilometer 
core area of Financial Street stand 
more than 60 commercial build­
ings.

Among them, the Winland Inter­
national Financial Center has 
attracted more than 40 global 
financial institutions including 
Goldman Sachs, J.P. Morgan and 
UBS.

“Since 2002, we have been com­
municating with international 
financial institution clients,” Yu 
Zhiqiang, chairman of Winland 
Group, told Xinhua News Agency. 

“Over the past 20 years, the 
needs of our clients have continu­
ously evolved and our service stan­
dards have kept pace, forming an 
operational service and security 
system that is in line with the stan-

. L 
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Stock exchange focuses 
on developing expertise 
of technological SMEs
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Divers take in the aquatic life at the Malpelo Fauna and Flora Sanctuary, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, in the Colombian Pacific on Sept 8. photos by luis acosta / afp
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Wildlife protectors help turn the tide in major marine reserve
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A crab is seen at the Malpelo Fauna and Flora Sanctuary in 
the Colombian Pacific on Sept 8.

Nazca boobies are seen at the Malpelo Fauna and Flora 
Sanctuary on Sept 8.

A school of fish is seen at the Malpelo Fauna and Flora 
Sanctuary on Sept 8.

under the water' to cut loose sharks caught in nets or on lines.
On round-the-clock alert since 2018, the team said the tide is turn­

ing in the Malpelo Fauna and Flora Sanctuary, a mecca for divers and 
the largest no-fishing zone of its kind in the Eastern Tropical Pacific. 

“The success of the project can be seen in the fact that they (the ille­
gal fishers) do not return," said Colombian diver Erika Lopez, 51, who 
created the foundation Biodiversity Conservation Colombia, which 
was born from what the activists view as a lack of official shark pro­
tection.

The crew of the Silky has rescued 508 animals since 2018, scared 
away 302 boats and confiscated more than 70,000 meters of fishing 
line, according to Lopez’s foundation. It has not been spotting any 
major fishing boats near Malpelo island in the reserve of more than 

850,000 hectares recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
“We try as much as possible to take the equipment away from 

them, to free the species that are trapped, that’s the main mission,” 
said 53-year-old Dario Ortiz, an artisanal fisherman-turned-environ- 
mentalist, on the Silky.

“This boat has to be basically 24/7, 365 days a year containing 
this threat,” said Lopez, who dreams of upscaling the project to a 
flotilla of vessels dedicated to conservation and science in the 
Pacific.

Colombia’s environment authorities said more than 334 metric tons 
of fish meat illegally harvested were seized between 2012 and 2022.

J

f.

Dario Ortiz (center), captain of the Silky vessel of the 
Biodiversity Conservation Colombia foundation, helps patrol 
Colombia’s Malpelo Fauna and Flora Sanctuary on Sept 7.

1.-*

A view of Colombia's Malpelo Fauna and Flora Sanctuary, 
home to a variety of endangered marine species and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, taken on Sept 7.
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n the Colombian Pacific, a lone catamaran named Silky 
patrols waters around the remote island of Malpelo — a ref­
uge that is protected yet full of peril for endangered marine 
species.

Silky crew members look out for boats illegally fishing inside the 
reserve some 500 kilometers off mainland Colombia, one of the rich­
est countries in terms of marine fauna.

The vast Pacific coastline of Colombia, which is due to host the 
United Nations biodiversity conference 2024 (COP16) starting Oct 21, 
is on a key migratory route for hammerhead sharks, whale sharks 
and other wildlife species, many of them endangered.

But the bountiful waters of the sanctuary attract vessels far and 
wide. The crew members oiSilky shoo away intruder vessels and dive 

Colombian authorities detain a vessel found illegally fishing 
in the Malpelo Fauna and Flora Sanctuary in the Colombian 
Pacific on Sept 8.

A diver views wildlife 
at Colombia’s Malpelo 
Fauna and Flora 
Sanctuary on Sept 8.
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A property project under construction in Beijing, tang ke / for china daily

New measures set to
revive realty sector

Enhancing power supply
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HK investment plan likely to bolster capital inflow
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market each business day.
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China has rolled out new policy 
measures to rejuvenate the shaky 
property sector, with expanded 
funding for troubled property 
developers and renovation of an 
additional 1 million homes high on 
the agenda.

Analysts said this will shore up 
sentiment among homebuyers and 
investors, and facilitate an upturn 
in home sales.

Noting that the real estate 
industry is a crucial driver of the 
Chinese economy, analysts said a 
swift transition from decline to 
stability will better help the 
world’s second-largest economy' 
achieve its annual growth target 
of around 5 percent.

Ni Hong, minister of housing 
and urban-rural development, said 
on Thursday that the Chinese real 
estate market has seen broad­
based stability since October, par­
ticularly in major cities.

China will expand its “white list” 
program, which allows unfinished 
housing projects and developers to 
access credit, with the loan quota 
under this initiative set to reach 4 
trillion yuan ($561.8 billion) by the 
end of die year, Ni said.

Policymakers are working to 
include all qualified real estate pro­
jects in the “w'hite list” program, 
ensuring that eligible projects can 
access the necessary financing, Ni 
said at a news conference.

The measures are the latest in a 
series of high-level government 
policy announcements aimed at 
bolstering the economy.

q
I

China is studying measures to 
raise import tariffs on large-dis- 
placement fuel vehicles, and will 
make a cautious decision after con­
sidering all factors comprehensive­
ly, the Ministry of Commerce said 
on Thursday.

This move follows the European 
Commission’s recent announce­
ment of plans to impose import tar­
iffs of up to 36.3 percent on electric 
vehicles produced in China. These 
potential measures, if implement­
ed, would remain in effect for five 
years, although a final decision has 
yet to be made.

In response to the negotiation 
process between China and the EU 
regarding the imposition of tariffs 
on electric vehicles, China lias 
shown the greatest sincerity and 
flexibility, and both sides have made 
important progress in some areas, 
He Yadong, a spokesman for the 
ministry, said during a news confer­
ence in Beijing.

“Still, the EU has not actively 
responded to the core concerns of 
industry players in China and 
Europe, and there are still some sig­
nificant differences in the negotia­
tions,” He said.

He added that China has offi­
cially invited the European techni­
cal team to come to China as soon 
as possible to continue the next 
stage of negotiations. China has 
made all the preparations and is 
waiting for the European side’s 
response.

The automotive industry chains 
in China and Europe are interde­
pendent and have broad prospects 
for cooperation, said the China 
Chamber of Commerce for Import 
and Export of Machinery and Elec­
tronic Products.

“We hope that the European side 
will uphold an open and cooperative 
attitude and support comprehensive 
cooperation between the Chinese 
and European automotive indus­
tries,” said Shi Yonghong, vice-presi­
dent of tiie chamber.

In another development, the 
136th China Import and Export Fair, 
popularly known as the Canton Fair, 
lias witnessed significant achieve­
ments so far. The fair kicked off in 
Guangzhou, capital of South China’s 
Guangdong province, on Tuesday, 
and will run until Nov 4.

New companies, products and 
technologies are making their 
debut This year, more than 1,700 
companies are first-time partici­
pants, and there are approximately 
3,600 enterprises involved in busi­
nesses related to digital technology 
and intelligent manufacturing tak­
ing part, the ministry said.

Meanw'hile, the Canton Fair app 
was launched this year, further 
optimizing multiple functions of 
the online platform, providing 
exhibitors with more convenient 
and efficient multi-scenario appli­
cations and mobile services, He 
said.

Hainan sees robust 
Jan-Sept foreign trade 
Hainan province posted imports 
and exports of goods totaling
205.95 billion yuan ($28.93 billion) 
in the first three quarters, a record 
high for the period and up 20.2 
percent year-on-year, Customs sta­
tistics showed. During the period, 
general tiade with longer industri­
al chains and higher added value 
accounted for more than 70 per­
cent of Hainan’s total foreign tiade.

Renminbi weakens
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chi­
nese currency renminbi, or the 
yuan, weakened 29 pips to 7.122 
against the US dollar on Thurs­
day, said the China Foreign 
Exchange Hade System. In Chi­
na’s spot foreign exchange mar­
ket, the yuan is allowed to rise or 
fall by 2 percent from the central 
parity rate each trading day. The 
central parity rate of the yuan 
against the greenback is based 
on a weighted average of prices 
offered by market makers before 
the opening of the interbank 
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Move seen boosting sentiment among 
homebuyers, investors; spurring sales

“This agreement provides an 
opportunity for knowledge, expe­
rience, and resource exchange to 
enhance the quality of life for citi­
zens through joint efforts,” said 
Maja Gojkovic, governor of Voj- 
vodina.

Gojkovic said Vojvodina has 
thus far signed cross-regional 
cooperation agreements with 
nine Chinese provinces includ­
ing Jilin, Hunan, Henan, Guang­
dong, Hainan, Hebei, Fujian and 
Zhejiang, laying a solid founda­
tion for future cooperation.

During the meeting, the China- 
CEEC Modern Agricultural Sci­
ence and Education Innovation 
Alliance was established to 
encourage joint efforts on promot­
ing cooperation and development 
in the agricultural sector. The alli­
ance now includes participation 
from 64 domestic and foreign uni­
versities, research institutions and 
enterprises.

“The difference between the 
agricultures of China and the CEE 
countries is one of the prerequi­
sites for cooperation and develop­
ment in tiie sector,” said Momchil 
Stanishev, director of the Associa­
tion for the Promotion of Agricul­
tural Cooperation between China 
and Central and Eastern Europe­
an Countries.

He emphasized the need to 
address the issues of food security, 
evolving consumer preferences, 
increasing demand for higher- 
quality food, investments in farm 
productivity, and tiie adoption of 
new technologies.

“The alliance will further inte­
grate education, technology, talent 
and resources from both sides, cre­
ating an efficient and stable plat­
form for cooperation and 
exchange,” said Liu Zhenjie, depu­
ty head from the department of 
agriculture and rural affairs of 
Shandong province.

Shandong and CEEC have seen 
robust growth in economic and 
trade exchanges. In 2023, the 
total volume of imports and 
exports between Shandong and 
CEEC reached 51.55 billion yuan 
($72 billion), a year-on-year 
increase of 18.6 percent. The aver­
age annual growth rate over tiie 
past five years has been around 18 
percent.

Under the “white list” mecha­
nism launched in January, local 
authorities are recommending 
financial institutions to real estate 
projects eligible for financial sup­
port.

As of Wednesday, the total 
amount of loans approved for 
white-listed real estate projects 
reached 2.23 trillion yuan, and this 
is expected to double to over 4 tril­
lion yuan by the end of 2024, 
according to data from the Nation­
al Financial Regulatory Adminis­
tration.

The increased financing support 
for qualified “white list” projects 
will empower developers to fulfill 
their delivery commitments, which 
is essential for rebuilding consum­
er confidence in the housing mar­
ket, said Yan Yuejin, vice-president 
of the Shanghai-based E-House 
China R&D Institute.

However, with a sizeable credit 
line for white-listed projects, the 
actual scale of approved and real­
ized financing remained modest 
previously, analysts said.

The doubling of the financing 
scale signifies the country’s efforts 
to resolve the obstacles that previ­
ously hindered the translation of 
“white list” approval into realized 
funding and alleviate the financial 
strain on troubled developers 
quickly, said Dong Ximiao, chief 
researcher at Merchants Union 
Consumer Finance.

Apart from ensuring timely 
home deliveries, the government 
has also introduced a new initia­
tive to stimulate effective demand 
in tiie real estate market.

Chinese cities will renovate 1

Employees from Henan Anyang Power Supply Co install power 
line accessories on Towers 5,6 and 7 of the Wenfeng-to-Juyuan 
220 kV line project on Wednesday in Anyang, Henan province, 
aiming to boost power supply in the city’s northwestern areas. 
ZHANG YANG / FOR CHINA DAILY

be considered part of the applicant’s 
qualifying investment with effect 
from next March.

The program was initially intro­
duced in 2003 before being sus­
pended in 2015. Chief Executive 
John Lee Ka-chiu announced its 
return last October.

Officially relaunched in March, 
the New Capital Investment 
Entrant Scheme requires applicants 
to put HK$3 million into a portfolio 
managed by the Hong Kong Invest­
ment Corp to support the local tech­
nology sector. Other eligible assets 
include stocks, debts, funds as well 
as industrial and commercial real 
estate.

An official from the Financial Ser­
vices and the Treasury Bureau dis­
closed that by the end of September, 
the program had garnered close to 
600 applications, from which 62 
had been approved.

This expansion was implemented 
in response to the substantial 
demand exhibited by applicants for 

million more homes known as 
urban villages or dilapidated 
homes, and residents will receive 
money to buy new apartments, Ni 
said.

The new measure primarily tar­
gets the most ready-to-implement 
projects, where increased policy 
support can accelerate the process. 
In particular, local governments 
will be allowed to finance these 
programs by issuing special bonds, 
Ni said.

This influx of new demand from 
the renovation program will play a 
crucial role in addressing the 
imbalance between supply and 
demand in the housing market, 
said Wang Qing, chief macroeco­
nomic analyst at Golden Credit 
Rating International.

In 2023, the total sales area of 
commodity housing reached 948 
million square meters, equivalent 
to around 9.48 million units. From 
January to August 2024, the sales 
area of commodity housing 
declined by 25 percent year-on- 
year. It is estimated that the full- 
year 2024 commodity housing 
sales area will reach 711 million sq 
m, equivalent to around 7.11 mil­
lion units, Wang said.

The new policy will create some 1 
million units of housing demand 
and account for around 14 percent 
of the estimated 2024 housing 
sales area, which is a significant 
contribution to the market, Wang 
added.

The number of homes in urban 
villages that require redevelop­
ment in 35 major cities has reached 
1.7 million units. This figure is like­
ly to be even higher after including 
the needs of other cities. The reno­
vation programs could be expand­
ed should the situation call for it, 
Ni said.

growth of 2.1 percent year-on-year 
to above HK$31 trillion, said the 
Securities and Futures Commis­
sion. The city’s net capital inflow 
surged more than 3.4-fold last year 
compared with 2022, thanks to the 
strong performance of private 
banking and private wealth busi­
nesses.

Raffles Family Office CEO Kwan 
Chi-man described tiie move as a 
“significant upgrade” that can 
attract a broader range of interna­
tional capital and asset owners to 
Hong Kong, as it further enhances 
the program’s appeal to wealthy 
individuals and families.

“Since the announcement of the 
relaunch last year, we’ve received 
numerous inquiries,” Kwan said, 
pointing to Hong Kong’s strategic 
location, low-tax environment and 
robust financial infrastructure. 
“The improvements are likely to 
turn interest into action, especially 
for those planning to establish fami­
ly offices in Hong Kong.”

residential properties in Hong 
Kong, he added.

Following the relaxation of prop­
erty cooling measures in February, 
including residential properties as 
qualified investments in the pro­
gram is among a range of measures 
to bolster the city’s real estate mar­
ket.

Diao Zhihai, executive director 
of China International Capital 
Corp, said the move is expected to 
further attract high-net-worth 
and ultra-high-net-worth individ­
uals to invest in luxury properties, 
potentially drawing global talent 
and forging significant capital 
agglomeration.

“This could positively contrib­
ute to Hong Kong’s development 
as an international asset and 
wealth management center,” Diao 
said.

Hong Kong’s wealth manage­
ment sector demonstrated resil­
ience last year, with assets under 
management logging a modest 
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Participants at the 6th China and 
Central and Eastern European 
Countries Local Leaders’ Meeting 
said tiie China-CEEC cooperation 
mechanism has promoted bilateral 
relations and collaboration 
between China and European 
countries, and they called for 
increased joint efforts to enhance 
tiie quality of life for citizens.

The two-day meeting which 
opened on Wednesday in Yantai, 
Shandong province, brought 
together over 300 participants 
from Central and Eastern Europe­
an countries, including former 
officials, provincial and municipal 
leaders, diplomats, representa­
tives from universities, research 
organizations and business associ­
ations.

Established in 2012, the cooper­
ation mechanism between China 
and the CEEC has evolved into a 
trans-regional platform based 
on cooperation and shared devel­
opment Over more than a decade, 
it has fostered cooperation in 
diverse fields such as trade, cul­
ture, education, tourism and tech­
nology.

“Local exchanges are a crucial 
aspect of China-CEEC coopera­
tion,” Li Hongzhong, vice-chair­
man of the Standing Committee of 
the National People’s Congress, 
said at the meeting’s opening cere­
mony.

He called for enhanced align­
ment of development strategies, 
improved mechanisms for local 
cooperation platforms, and a focus 
on practical cooperation in key 
areas to ensure tiie steady and far- 
reaching progress of China-CEEC 
cooperation.

In recent years, Shandong has 
expanded exchanges with provin­
ces and states in Central and East­
ern Europe in fields such as 
economic and trade relations, 
high-level visits, and cultural 
exchanges.

The province signed an agree­
ment on Tuesday with the autono­
mous province of Vojvodina, 
Serbia, to establish and develop 
friendly relations and cooperate 
on mutually beneficial issues.
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on fuel

Relations with Central, 
Eastern European
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The expansion of Hong Kong’s 
investment-for-residency pro­
gram to include investments in 
residential properties, as revealed 
in the chief executive’s 2024 Policy 
Address, is expected to breathe 
new life into the city’s wealth man­
agement by drawing wealthy indi­
viduals and facilitating capital 
inflow into luxury homes, experts 
said.

The New Capital Investment 
Entrant Scheme, which gives resi­
dency to people who invest HI<$30 
million ($3.86 million) in the city, 
started to allow investment in 
homes priced at HK$50 million or 
above to qualify from Wednesday. 
The amount of real estate invest­
ment to be counted toward the 
total is capped at HK$10 million. 

Moreover, investments made via 
an eligible privately held company 
owned entirely by an applicant will 
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Palestinians gather at a water distribution point in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, bashar tales / afp
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Poll: State of Sino-US ties hurts Asian Americans
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Rwanda commences clinical
trials for Marburg treatment
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bodia-China’s close cooperation 
under the Belt and Road Initiative, 
which has accelerated Cambodia’s 
progress in key areas such as trade, 
tourism and logistics, he said.

The airport, invested by Angkor 
International Airport Investment 
(Cambodia), an affiliate of China’s 
Yunnan Investment Holdings, has 
run smoothly since its launch, said 
Liu Minglin, vice-chairman of Yun­
nan Investment Holdings.

“As a landmark project under the 
BRI cooperation between China 
and Cambodia, die SAI lias drawn 
much attention,” Liu said. “We will 
further explore investment oppor­
tunities in Cambodia in cultural 
tourism, park development, avia­
tion logistics and renewable energy” 

The SAI is Cambodia’s largest air­
port and serves as the main gateway 
to the Angkor Archaeological Park.

Committee of 100 said that they faced 
at least one form of discrimination in 
an average month.

Some feared that heated political 
rhetoric about US-China relations 
could further inflame discrimination. 

Last year, 49 percent of Asians 
Americans and Pacific Islanders 
(AAPI) said they had been the vic­
tim of a hate crime, and 26 percent 
a physical attack, a September report 
by Stop AAPI Hate and the National 
Opinion Research Center at die Uni­
versity of Chicago found.

Others reported feeling nervous 
while out in places like New York 
City, the Asian American Foundation 
(TAAF) found in its research in May. 

At least three out of four said they 
had adjusted dieir behavior as they 
went about their day.

However, less than half who had 
experienced a crime or abuse had 
repoited it to anyone or the NYPD 
due to not wanting to draw attention 
to themselves, feeling uncomfortable, 
or simply not knowing how to file a 
police report, TAAF said.

With just weeks before the US gen­
eral election, trade and business with 
China is a key topic for Democratic 
Vice-President Kamala Harris and 
Republican Donald Trump.

Trump regularly mentions his pro­
posed policies for China, such as a 
possible 60 percent tariff on goods 
imported into the US.

Harris has not mentioned China 
as much, or specifically addressed 
her stance on US-China relations. 
But the Biden-Harris administration 
did condemn racist rhetoric toward 
Asian Americans in 2021.

As a voting bloc, Asian Americans 
saw a 20 percent increase in their 
share of the electorate between the 
2016 and 2020 presidential elections, 
the highest rate of change among all 
racial groups.

The largest group of Asian Ameri­
cans are Chinese, with a population 
of 5.8 million.

Yet, since the COVID-19 pandem­
ic in March 2020, anti-Asian hate 
crimes have soared.

Around two-thirds polled by the

sized the importance of elephants as 
a keystone species in maintaining 
healthy ecosystems. However, 
unchecked population growth in 
confined spaces can lead to environ­
mental degradation and escalate 
human-wildlife conflicts.

“At Aberdare, there is plenty of 
room for the elephants to roam, 
unlike here in Mwea, where the 
growing numbers led to human­
wildlife conflict, with villagers com­
plaining the elephants were raiding 
their farms,” Kanga said.

The overpopulation in Mwea high­
lighted the success of the govern­
ment’s conservation efforts over the 
past three decades, he said, noting 
that low poaching rates have allowed 
the elephants to thrive. An additional 
50 elephants from Mwea are expect­
ed to be relocated in the future, but 
no specific date has been set.

ft.

of Palestinians trapped in the Jabal- 
ia refugee camp were forced to head 
to the main food supply center of 
the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
on Monday to secure food for their 
families.

However, the Israeli army report­
edly “targeted them with shells and 
quadcopter drones, killing 10 peo­
ple and injuring at least 40 more”, 
the Euro-Mediterranean Human 
Rights Monitor said in a statement 
on Monday.

The dire humanitarian situation 
is exacerbated by constant Israeli 
attacks. At least 28 Palestinians, 
including children, were killed on 
Thursday after an Israeli strike hit a 
school in Jabalia that is sheltering 
displaced people, a Gaza Health 
Ministry official told Reuters.

Shahin said the Israeli occupa­
tion “has systematically targeted 
Gaza’s local food systems, destroy­
ing food sovereignty and the agri­
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To make the community feel saf­
er, some told the non-profit TAAF 
that they wanted to see a change in 
the way Asians were spoken about 
nationwide.

“Increased investments in inclu­
sive education and narrative change 
initiatives, like those we support at 
TAAF, will help the broader commu­
nity recognize the full humanity of 
AAPIs,” Eugena Oh, TAAF New York 
regional director, told China Daily.

Several key business speakers also 
echoed those sentiments at the Com­
mittee of 100’s annual conference and 
gala in New York in April.

Many stressed that maintaining 
a cordial relationship and open dia­
logue between the US and China was 
vital for bilateral business and posi­
tive people-to-people exchanges.

Former US ambassador to China 
Max Baucus told China Daily at the 
April conference that, “Much more 
needs to be done in dialogue, com­
munication, back and forth meet­
ings, between American people and 
Chinese people.” 

Ghassan Makarem, from the 
AgriMovement in Lebanon, said 
displacement and “unfortunately 
the late reaction of donors” have 
put huge pressure on Lebanon.

He said they set up a community 
kitchen in southern Lebanon a year 
ago when it was “relatively safe”. 
Since fighting intensified between 
Israel and Hezbollah, 2,000 hec­
tares of land in Lebanon had been 
burned by Israel, he added.

Makarem said up to 70 percent of 
Lebanon’s food comes from Syria 
via the Masnaa border crossing, 
which had been bombed recently 
by Israel.

“People are using it to flee to Syr­
ia from the bombings also. It’s only 
proof of what we saw as ecocide,” 
he said.

It is important to consider repa­
rations as an issue for discussion, 
he added.

Nsanzimana said the government 
has introduced screening mecha­
nisms, identified all contacts of Mar­
burg virus disease patients, and put 
in place electronic systems to ensure 
close contacts under quarantine do 
not relocate or travel unnoticed.

Moeti commended Rwanda’s pro­
active and swift actions in identify­
ing cases, providing outstanding 
clinical care and implementing rapid 
control measures to prevent further 
transmission. She reiterated the 
WHO’s commitment to supporting 
Rwanda in managing the outbreak, 
emphasizing the critical need for 
enhanced infection prevention and 
control measures to safeguard health 
workers.

WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus welcomed 
the news on X.

“Encouraging news from Rwan­
da,” he wrote.

The trial is the result of two years 
of work by nearly 200 researchers, 
developers, Health Ministry officials 
and partners from 17 African coun­
tries at risk of filovirus outbreaks 
such as Ebola and Marburg.

As of Wednesday, Rwanda has 
reported 62 confirmed cases, 80 per­
cent of whom are healthcare workers. 
There have been 15 reported deaths, 
while 30 individuals have recovered, 
according to the Health Ministry.

Grassroots groups are demand­
ing accountability and the revival of 
Palestine’s agricultural sector, amid 
widespread damage and starvation 
tactics attributed to Israel’s military 
operations in Gaza over the past 
year, which threaten food sovereign­
ty in the region, as highlighted in a 
recent World Food Day webinar.

In her video message on Wednes­
day, Lisa Shahin, advocacy and 
research officer at The Arab Group 
for the Protection of Nature, said that 
for decades, the Israeli occupation 
has been “stripping Palestinians of 
water and other natural resources”

Shahin said at the webinar titled 
“Zero In: Palestine |Uphold the Pales­
tinian people’s food sovereignty!” 
that before the recent aggression 
triggered by Hamas’ Oct 7, 2023, 
attacks on Israel, about 45 percent of 
Gaza’s food consumption came from 
local production, contributing signif­
icantly to the region’s food security. 

The agricultural sector was largely 
self-sufficient in producing various 
plant species, including a range of 
vegetables and fruits, she said.

Al Jazeera reported that staff 
members at three hospitals in 
northern Gaza said on Wednesday 
that food was running out as Israel’s 
siege of Jabalia continued for the 
13th day.

A day before, Palestinian Civil 
Defense spokesman Mahmoud 
Basal said residents in Gaza were 
“not only trapped but also lacking 
food, drink and medicine”.

The United Nations said on Mon­
day that more than 400,000 Pales­
tinians “could be starved to death” 
because Israel decided to bar 
humanitarian aid or goods from 
reaching northern Gaza. 

The UN update also said dozens
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SIEM REAP, Cambodia — A Chi­
nese-invested airport in Cambodia 
has handled more than 14,000 
flights with 1.3 million passengers 
in its first year, the operator said 
on Wednesday.

The figures were released as Siem 
Reap Angkor International Airport, 
or SAI, celebrated its anniversary. 

During the event, Mao Havan- 
nall, minister in charge of Cambo­
dia’s State Secretariat of Civil 
Aviation, praised the airport oper­
ator for delivering quality service, 
enhancing passenger experiences 
and contributing to socioeconom­
ic growth, national heritage pro­
tection and green development. 

“The SAI has not only contributed 
to the development of the civil avia­
tion industry in Cambodia, but also 
helped boost the nation’s economic 
growth and tourism, as well as 
attract investment,” Havannall said. 

The airport was the fruit of Cam-

4
culture heritages of the region”. 

“The occupation employs many 
tactics that aim and force Palestini­
ans to forgo their rights,” she said. 

Abbas Milhem, executive director 
of the Palestinian Farmers’ Union in 
the West Bank, told the webinar that 
there was “renewed concern” over 
the escalating attacks carried out by 
Israeli settlers against Palestinian 
farmers. The attacks had increased 
four times since October last year, 
he said.

“These attacks are not merely 
attacks on individuals — they are 
attacks on the economic, cultural 
and social lifeline of the Palestinian 
people,” Milhem said.

“We, as a farmers’ union, are 
expecting that the olive harvest this 
year will be bloody due to the 
increased and intensified settler 
attacks. Palestinian formers are 
insisting on access and resisting 
denial to access their farmlands, 
despite increasing attacks.”

The state of the US-China rela­
tionship and tense rhetoric used by 
politicians and the media lias a huge 
impact on the way Chinese Ameri­
cans feel they are treated by strangers 
and coworkers, research has found. 

Most of the Chinese Americans 
recently polled by the non-profit orga- 
nization the Committee of 100 and 
NORC at the University of Chicago 
believe that the US-China relation­
ship is strained.

At least 61 percent said that the 
language used by US media when 
reporting on relations between the 
countries negatively affected how 
strangers treated them. A quarter said 
their relationship with acquaintances 
and coworkers had been impacted. 

“Understanding the... discrimina­
tion and political perspectives of Chi­
nese Americans is essential to create 
inclusive and informed policies,” said 
Cindy Tsai, interim president of the 
Committee of 100.
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Jockeys compete in a buffalo race festival in Chonburi, Thailand, on 
Wednesday. This centuries-old event celebrates both the rice harvest 
and Chonburi’s rich history as a former commercial hub in Thailand’s 
east, where buffaloes once played a vital role in trade and agriculture. 
CHAIWAT SUBPRASOM VIA SOPA IMAGES

In a spectacular conservation 
effort, Kenya is addressing the chal­
lenge of an overpopulated elephant 
community in the Mwea National 
Reserve by relocating 50 elephants 
to the more expansive Aberdare 
National Park.

Thanks to concerted conservation 
efforts, the 42-square-kilometer 
Mwea has seen its elephant num­
bers surge from 49 in 1979 to 156 
today, surpassing the reserve’s 
capacity. Meanwhile, the sprawling
760-square-kilometer Aberdare 
offers a more spacious habitat for 
the thriving herd.

Rebecca Miano, Kenya’s cabinet 
secretary for tourism and wildlife, 
said on Monday that the exercise 
reflects the government’s commit­
ment to improving human-wildlife 
coexistence and mitigating environ­
mental degradation in Mwea.

“The reason we are translocating 
the elephants is to manage overpopu­
lation. Mwea National Reserve 
should ideally hold 47 elephants, but 
our conservation efforts have seen 
the elephants reproduce and the 
park had 156 elephants,” Miano said. 

“We are using technology in the 
relocation process where the trans­
ferred elephants have been tagged 
so that their settlement and move­
ment can be monitored closely.”

The elephants are being moved in 
family groups, with one individual 
from each group fitted with a track i ng 
device to be monitored for the next 
two years. In an update released on 
Tuesday, the Kenya Wildlife Sendee 
said 44 elephants have been success­
fully relocated so for, with the remain­
ing six scheduled for transfer by the 
end of the week

Erustus Kanga, director-general 
of Kenya Wildlife Service, empha-

Rwanda has launched the world’s 
first clinical trial for the treatment of 
the Ebola-like Marburg virus disease, 
which has killed more than a dozen 
people in the country, the World 
Health Organization said on Tuesday. 

The initiative, in partnership with 
the WHO, is testing the safety and 
efficacy of two treatments, one of 
which is currently in use for COVID- 
19, WHO Regional Director for Africa 
Matshidiso Moeti said on X

On Wednesday, Moeti visited the 
Marburg outbreak response sites in 
Rwanda’s capital Kigali, where 
Health Minister Sabin Nsanzimana 
briefed her delegation on the out­
break’s severe effects, particularly 
the tragic loss of key health workers 
among the first victims.

Nsanzimana highlighted the 
Rwandan government’s proactive 
measures, such as investigating the 
source of the outbreak, the results of 
which will be shared publicly soon. 
He also provided updates on current 
vaccination efforts for 700 frontline 
responders and door-to-door contact­
tracing initiatives aimed at contain­
ing the virus.

At the beginning of the month, 
Rwanda’s Health Ministry 
launched a vaccination campaign, 
targeting more than 700 people at 
high risk of contracting the Mar­
burg virus disease.

Combating poaching
Between 1979 and 1989, Kenya’s 

elephant population plummeted 
from an estimated 170,000 to just 
16,000 because of rampant poach­
ing for ivory. In response, the Kenya 
Wildlife Service was established in 
1989 to combat poaching.

The conservation efforts eventu­
ally paid off and Kenya’s elephant 
population rebounded, with the 
national wildlife census of 2021 
recording 36,280 elephants.

In March 2021, the African forest 
elephant was listed as critically 
endangered and the African savanna 
elephant as endangered on the Inter­
national Union for Conservation of 
Nature’s Red List of Threatened Spe­
cies. The assessment revealed that 
African forest elephant numbers had 
declined by more than 86 percent 
over 31 years, while the African 
savanna elephant population had 
dropped by at least 60 percent over 
the past 50 years.
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leaders of Japan’s new cabinet to 
squarely face history and demon­
strate through action their humble 
reflection and sincere remorse for 
Japan’s past acts, noting this will 
become an important foundation 
for the establishment of future-ori­
ented bilateral relations based on 
mutual trust.

By CHEN WEIHUA in Brussels 

chenweihua@chinadaily.com.cn

^3 S

BRUSSELS - NATO showed no 
sign on Wednesday it would invite 
Ukraine to join anytime soon as 
allies sought more information 
from Ukrainian President Volodym­
yr Zelensky about his “victory plan” 
for ending the ongoing conflict.

The plan centers on a request to 
NATO to move forward on the 
“accelerated” membership applica­
tion that Zelensky made two years 
ago to seek protection under the mil­
itary alliance’s security7 umbrella.

NATO’s credibility is based on 
its collective security guarantee, 
Article 5 of its founding treaty. It’s 
a commitment by all the 32 mem­
ber countries to come to the aid of 
any member whose sovereignty or

territory might be under attack. 
However, it does not apply to a 

partner country like Ukraine.
NATO Secretary-General Mark 

Rutte declined to welcome the “victo­
ry plan” saying only that he and the 
allies “take note” of it. He did not dis­
cuss when Ukraine might join the 
world’s biggest military alliance, 
beyond insisting that it would 
become a member.

“The plan has many aspects and 
many political and military issues 
we really need to hammer out with 
the Ukrainians to understand 
what is behind it, to see what we 
can do, what we cannot do,” Rutte 
said at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels.

By PRIME SARMIENTO 
in Hong Kong 

prime@chinadailyapac.com

TOKYO — Japanese Prime Min­
ister Shigeru Ishiba sent an offer­
ing to Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine, his 
office said on Thursday, drawing 
criticisms from China and the 
Republic of Korea.

Ishiba sent the ceremonial tree, 
called “masakaki” on the first day 
of the three-day ceremony at the 
war-linked shrine located in cen­
tral Tokyo’s Chiyoda district.

This is the first time that Ishiba 
made such an offering since taking 
office on Oct 1. He is unlikely to visit 
the shrine during the festival, local 
media cited sources close to him.

The Yasukuni Shrine honors 14 
convicted Class-A Japanese war 
criminals from World War II, 
including Hideki Tojo. It has long 
been a source of diplomatic friction 
for Japan and its neighbors.

‘A mistake’
‘The duties are a mistake. They 

will harm EU citizens more than 
help them, and they will eventually 
backfire on the European automo­
tive industry?’ he said in an article 
on Bruegel’s website on Oct 8.

Dadush noted that Chinese-made 
EVs, many in joint ventures with EU 
and US carmakers, now match 
world quality standards and are 
much lower-priced, and subsidies in 
China and elsewhere now play a 
minor role in market outcomes.

“The price/quality advantage of 
Chinese EVs appear to reflect Chi­
na’s vast economies of scale (it pro­
duces 60 percent of all EVs), low 
labor costs, a technology and 
materials edge in batteries, 
intense competition among over 
one hundred Chinese-based pro­
ducers and their early mover 
advantages,” he wrote.

He argued that duties would not 
make EU’s EV makers more compet­
itive because it would “insulate 
them from global competitive pres­
sures, reducing the incentives to cut 
costs and innovate” adding that 
many EU citizens potentially willing 
to green their vehicles will be unable 
to do so due to the duties.

Malaysia is strengthening its 
governance on artificial intelli­
gence, or Al, and cloud technology 
as it vies to become a key technolo­
gy hub, but analysts warned such 
policies need to consider the 
impact of emerging technologies 
on people and the planet.

Some of the biggest tech compa­
nies, including Google, Nvidia, and 
Microsoft, have pledged to invest in 
Southeast Asia’s third-biggest econ­
omy, boosting Malaysia’s popularity 
as a cloud and Al data center hub. 

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim has said the government 
plans to create a national cloud poli­
cy and introduce regulations on the 
ethical use of Al. Deputy Minister of 
Economy Hanifah Hajar Taib said 
expanding the Al ecosystem is part 
of the 13th Malaysia Plan, or 13MP, 
the national development program 
for 2026-30.

Elina Noor, a senior fellow in the 
Asia Program at die US-based Car­
negie Endowment for International 
Peace, said a national Al and cloud 
technology policy will determine 
resource allocation over a certain 
time frame to realize a certain vision. 

However, she said the bigger ques­
tion is whether such a policy7 “suffi-

questions. He added that such a 
solution must be WTO compatible, 
adequate in addressing the risk to 
EU injuiy identified in die investiga­
tion, and enforceable.

He did not directly address the 
concern expressed by the Chinese 
chamber and only said the EU has 
strictly adhered to WTO rules.

Carl Bildt, co-chair of the Europe­
an Council on Foreign Relations, 
expressed his hope that there won’t 
be a full-scale trade war between 
China and the EU.

“They have no interest in a trade 
war, either from the EU side or the 
Chinese side,” he said on X on Monday 

“We should not forget that, for the 
moment, there are a hundred times 
more cars sold by European compa­
nies in China than Chinese vehicles, 
or cars exported to Europe,” said the 
former Swedish prime minister.

Uri Dadush, a nonresident fellow 
at the Brussels-based think tank 
Bruegel, called the EU’s tariffs on 
Chinese EVs “a mistake”

cientiy takes into account the actual 
costs of technology investment or 
operations in the longer term to the 
people and the environment’!

Elina said that discussions on Al 
governance in Malaysia usually 
focus on growth, development, and 
investment priorities. She said this 
is “an outdated approach” given 
the fluctuating geopolitical situa­
tion and climate change.

She said if Malaysia wants greater 
agency in how technology shapes 
its future, it should consider being 
more proactive in shaping the gov­
ernance frameworks and mecha­
nisms of how technology operates. 

“Al governance conversations in 
Malaysia and the Southeast Asian 
region should be more grounded 
and holistic, taking into account 
technology’s impact on people and 
the planet rather than being overly 
tech-optimistic,” she said.

Elina said stakeholders need to 
answer questions about the people 
who annotate the data needed to 
train Al, how much they are paid, 
and if there are social safety nets 
for them if they have to sift through 
and label traumatizing content.

Chin Yew Sin, president of 
Malaysia Strategy7 Research Cen­
tre, said Malaysia’s success in 
becoming a regional hub for cloud 
and Al centers includes its strate­
gic location with 600 industrial

“We are in close contact with 
allies, with Ukraine, to see how we 
can take the next steps,” he added.

For now, Rutte said, the focus 
must be on helping Ukraine to win 
back more territory and strength­
en its hand for any future peace 
negotiations.

Zelensky explained elements of 
his plan on Thursday to leaders of 
the European Union, most of whom 
also stand among NATO’s ranks.

Zelensky7 said that Ukraine would 
continue to fight even if Kyiv’s West­
ern allies did not agree to support 
his “victory plan”.

Meanwhile, US President Joe Bid­
en spoke to Zelensky on Wednesday 
about efforts to increase security

assistance to Ukraine and announced 
a new $425 million military aid pack­
age, the White House said.

It all comes as Ukrainian troops 
are struggling to hold off Russian 
forces, especially in the eastern Don­
etsk region where they are gradually 
being pushed back. Kyiv is surviving 
with Western help, but Ukraine says 
it is coming too slowly.

On tiie battlefield, Russia’s 
defense ministry said on Thursday7 
its forces had captured the village 
of Maksymilyanivka, in Ukraine’s 
east as part of its advance in the 
Donetsk region toward the logistics 
hub of Pokrovsk.

newspaper said on Thursday. The 
LDP has held sole control of the 
chamber since it returned to pow­
er in 2012 after three years in 
opposition.

In a separate poll by Jiji Press, 
support for Ishiba’s cabinet came 
to 28 percent, marking the lowest 
for new governments dating back 
to 2000. The survey was conduct­
ed Oct 11-14 and published on 
Thursday.

Ishiba’s government is already 
depending on Komeito for a major­
ity in the upper house. Extending 
that reliance to the more powerful 
lower house could give the group, 
backed by Japan’s largest Buddhist 
lay organization, a greater say in 
policymaking.

Ji.

Risk of losing majority
Meanwhile, Japan’s ruling party 

may lose its majority in the lower 
house, according to polls held 
ahead of the Oct 27 election, mean­
ing it would likely have to rely on 
coalition partner Komeito to stay 
in power.

The Liberal Democratic Party 
may not reach the 233 seats it 
needs for an outright majority in 
the 465-seat chamber, the Nikkei 

UNITED STATES 

Helene joins ranks of 
most costly storms 
Monstrous hurricanes Helene 
and Milton caused so much 
complex havoc that damages are 
still being added up, but govern­
ment and private experts say 
they will likely join the infa­
mous ranks of Katrina, Sandy 
and Harvey as hugely expensive 
$50-billion-plus killers. Making 
that even more painful is that 
most of the damage — 95 per­
cent or more in Helene’s case — 
was not insured, putting victims 
in a deeper financial hole. Storm 
deaths have been dropping over 
time, although Helene was an 
exception.

DPRK

Road, railway to ROK 
blocked, KCNA says
The Democratic People’s Repub­
lic of Korea said on Thursday the 
roads and railways connecting 
the Republic of Korea in the east­
ern and western parts of the 
DPRK southern border have 
been completely blocked, the 
official Korean Central News 
Agency, or KCNA, reported. ‘This 
is an inevitable and legitimate 
measure taken in keeping with 
the requirement of the DPRK 
Constitution, which clearly 
defines the ROK as a hostile 
state, and due to the serious 
security circumstances running 
to tiie unpredictable brink of war 
owing to the grave political and 
military provocations of tiie hos­
tile forces,” according to the 
KCNA report. The Ministry of 
National Defense said that the 
DPRK will continue to take 
measures to “permanently fortify 
the closed southern border”, tiie 
KCNA added.

estates with good connectivity, 
strong digital infrastructure, and 
abundant land, power, and water 
supply.

He said the Malaysian govern­
ment’s “proactive and supportive 
role” in drafting an Al policy will 
attract more investors.

Chin said that under 13MP, 
Malaysia will continue Al develop­
ment. “The aim is to pivot Malaysia 
as a world leader in Al technology 
via strategic investments and 
stronger collaborations,” he said.

Malaysia’s Ministry of Science, 
Technology, and Innovation 
launched the Artificial Intelli­
gence Governance and Ethics, or 
AIGE, guidelines on Sept 20 to 
promote the responsible and ethi­
cal use of Al, manage risks from 
deploying Al technology, and 
maximize Al benefits.

Julia Roknifard, an international 
relations expert, said the AIGE and 
the presence of such policies like 
the National Artificial Intelligence 
Roadmap 2021-2025 demonstrate 
to potential investors that Malaysia 
is taking Al development seriously 
and is embarking on long-term 
plans in these industries.

“That, in turn, will mean contin­
ued favorable policies such as tax 
incentives, land for facilities, and 
other essential components,” she 
said.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
on Wednesday criticized the Euro­
pean Union for its decision to 
impose punitive tariffs on electric 
vehicles made in China, just a day 
ahead of an EU summit in Brussels. 

In a wide-ranging speech to the 
German parliament Bundestag, 
Scholz expressed that 17 EU member 
states were skeptical about the tar­
iffs, as well as all tiie executives of car­
makers with whom he had spoken. 

He was referring to the Oct 4 
divided vote in which only 10 EU 
member states voted in favor of the 
new tariffs of up to 35.3 percent, 
while 12 member states abstained 
and five states, including Germany, 
opposed.

“My request is that we come to an 
agreement between China and the 
European Union,” he told Germa­
ny’s lawmakers.

German automakers, including 
BMW, Mercedes-Benz, and the Ger­
man Association of tiie Automotive 
Industry, known as VDA, have 
opposed tiie tariffs.

A Chinese team returned to Bei­
jing last weekend after conducting 
eight rounds of intensive talks with 
the EU side starting Sept 20 to find 
a solution. While some progress 
was made, the two sides still had 
huge differences and failed to find 
a solution.

The two sides agreed to continue 
talks on a price commitment solu­
tion that is acceptable to both.

The Chinese Chamber of Com­
merce for Import and Export of 
Machinery and Electronic Products, 
which represents 12 Chinese EV 
makers, voiced dissatisfaction on 
Wednesday that the EU has sepa­
rately approached some of the 12 EV 
makers for minimum price commit­
ment while talking to the Chinese 
team at the same time, saying it 
would “shake the foundation and 
confidence” of the negotiations.

Olof Gill, the European Commis­
sion spokesman for trade and agricul­
ture, said negotiations are ongoing. 

“The European Union remains 
fully open to finding a negotiated 
solution,” he said at a Wednesday 
news briefing in reply to China Daily 

Visitors watch drawings projected on the inner walls of the Bassins des Lumieres during a press 
preview of the exhibition Le Petit Prince—L'Odyssee Immersive, based on the tale Le Petit Prince by French 
writer Antoine de Saint-Exupery, in Bordeaux, France, on Wednesday. The exhibition officially
opens on Friday and runs until Dec 31. Christophe archambault / afp

INDIA
More than 18 die after 
drinking tainted liquor 
At least 18 people have died and 
several more are in hospital aft­
er consuming tainted liquor in 
India’s eastern state of Bihar, a 
senior government official said 
on Thursday. The death toll is 
likely to rise, the official, who 
did not want to be named 
because he is not authorized to 
speak to the media about the 
matter, said. Local police have 
arrested 22 people for their 
alleged involvement in the sale 
of tainted liquor in the state, 
which banned the sale and pur­
chase of liquor in 2016.
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Victims of a tanker explosion from Majiya town receive treatment 
inside an ambulance at the Aminu Kano Teaching Hospital in 
Kano, Nigeria, on Wednesday. The death toll from the explosion 
has risen to at least 153, with another 100 people injured, police 
said. SANI MAIKATANGA / AP
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Students march against Argentine President Javier Milei’s
economic adjustments which include sharp spending cuts to the 
public university education system in Buenos Aires on Wednesday. 
LUIS ROBAYO / AFP

Scholz reaffirms opposition to bloc’s 
divided vote, calling for an agreement

/.s

For a long time, some Japanese 
politicians and members of par­
liament have insisted on visiting 
the shrine, which has been 
strongly opposed by many peace- 
loving people at home and 
abroad.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning on 
Thursday said Yasukuni is a sym­
bol of Japan’s militaristic war of 
aggression.

“We urge Japan to face up to and 
reflect on its history of aggression 
and to be cautious in words and 
deeds regarding historical issues 
such as Yasukuni Shrine,” Mao said. 

The ROK on Thursday also 
expressed regret over Japanese 
leaders sending offerings to the 
notorious shrine.

ROK’s foreign ministry urged 
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New policies need to account for
repercussions of external reflation

Thriving BRICS answer to bloc politics
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Domestic companies, beware of foreign surveyors
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Since the US Federal Reserve cut the 
federal funds rate in September by a 
larger-than-expected 50 basis points, 
die market is expecting more rate cuts. 
However, recent data released by the 
United States showed that jobs in its 
nonagricultural sector increased by 
254,000 in September, for exceeding die 
expected 150,000. Thus US unemploy­
ment rate dropped to 4.1 percent in Sep­
tember, below the expected 4.2 percent. 

Driven by die surge in orders and 
strengthening business activity, the US 
ISM services PMI stood at 54.9 in Sep­
tember, much higher than the expect­
ed 51.7, the third consecutive month of 
expansion. A series of US data in Sep­
tember for exceeded market expecta­
tions leading to a sharp reversal of 
rate cut expectations, resulting in 
short-selling of the yen and euro at the 
global exchange market, and also the 
interruption of the recent apprecia-

he expansion of BRICS grouping from five to 10 member countries has successfully 
pushed it onto the fest track of becoming a “Greater BRICS” cooperation mechanism. 
Riding the momentum of deepening Global South solidarity this year, countries from 
all over Asia and even beyond have applied to join the grouping, indicating the wide

recognition of its more prominent role on the world stage and its growing international clout. 
With the 16th BRICS summit, which is scheduled to be held in Kazan, Russia, from Oct 22 

to 24, drawing near, a number of countries have expressed their desire to join the grouping, 
demonstrating the mechanism’s growing appeal.

The upcoming summit in Kazan, themed “Strengthening Multilateralism for Just Global 
Development and Security’; will be the first summit after BRICS’ expansion from five to 10 mem­
bers last year, when Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, Iran and Ethiopia were 
admitted at the Johannesburg summit as new BRICS members, effective on Jan 1, although Sau­
di Arabia is yet to complete the formalities to become a full member.

On Monday, Sri Lankan Foreign Affairs Minister Vij itha Herath said his country is to place 
on record its request for membership of BRICS at the upcoming Kazan summit, citing the 
grouping as an effective partnership for mutually beneficial cooperation, peace and develop­
ment, and inclusive multilateralism.

It joins Cuba, Syria, Malaysia, Thailand, Belarus and Pakistan in seeking membership of 
the grouping, as they have all applied to j oin it. Russia has already confirmed that along with 
the 10 members more than two dozen other countries that have applied for or are consider­
ing membership will participate in this year’s summit. The high number of new applications 
suggests another expansion of the grouping may be underway.

There are some countries that are less than happy that BRICS should prove so appealing. 
Japan is one such country that has reportedly expressed concerns over Malaysia and Thailand 
applyingto join BRICS. A South China Morning Post article, citing Japanese experts, said Japan 
is worried thatthe Southeast Asian nations may be moving away from their balanced diplomacy 
and leaning toward a grouping largely influenced by China and Russia. Given Japan’s role as an 
Asian mainstay in the Western bloc, which has been fomenting bloc confrontation and seeking 
exclusive interests worldwide, it is not surprising that many in Japan harbor such a view. Tb 
them, BRICS presents a challenge to the Western-dominated international order.

In fact, Western countries, including Japan, should grasp the fact that the popularity and 
strong appeal of BRICS is because of the many injustices in the world order today that BRICS 
is viewed by countries of the Global South as having the potential to change. Exacerbating 
these in-built injustices in the global governance system, the Western countries have been 
sparing no effort to create divisions and confrontations among the countries of the Global 
South in pursuit of selfish gains.

The BRICS mechanism has thrived to become an increasingly important cooperation plat­
form for countries of the Global South because of its spirit of openness, inclusiveness and 
emphasis on win-win cooperation. Rather than being a means for Beijing and Moscow to 
exploit some countries’ resentment against the United States and its wealthy allies in service 
to their efforts to overcome the Western countries’ endeavors to constrain their develop­
ment, the still-expanding BRICS grouping is simply a natural manifestation of the dissatis­
faction with and determination to challenge the structural advantages in the international 
system that enable the Western countries to enjoy unfair and exorbitant privileges. 

But BRICS is not, as Western countries seek to portray, an assault on the global order. 
Instead, it is a means for the countries of the Global South to pursue measured and incremen­
tal changes in the global governance system to shape and build a just and equitable world.

he great lengths the Joe Biden administration has gone to over the past months to 
prevent a Chinese enterprise from acquiring a mining company in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo testify to the new lows the US can stoop to in order to win its 
“competition” with China.

Chemaf Resources Limited, a copper and cobalt mining company based in the DRC, pub­
lished a statement in June, sayingit had reached an agreement to sell the company (and its sub­
sidiaries) to China’s Norin Mining. The statement also said the transaction was expected to be 
completed in the fourth quarter of this year, and the DRC government had approved the sale. 

Chemaf’s Etoile mine has produced more than 300,000 tons of copper and 55,000 tons of 
cobalt hydroxide over the past 20 years. The plan is to expand Etoile and build the Mutoshi 
copper-cobalt mine project, which could produce more than 75,000 tons of copper and 
20,000 tons of cobalt hydroxide per year. These minerals are widely used in the manufactur­
ing of jet fighters, drones and electric vehicle power batteries.

It is through “a highly competitive international auction process” as Jeremy Meynert, chief 
adviser to Chemaf Group of Companies, put it, that Norin Mining won the bid to acquire Che­
maf. The Chinese mining and trading company has a portfolio of base metal projects across 
the African continent, including two operational in the DRC — Comica and Lamikal. 

“We are pleased to have signed a transaction with Norin Mining which will allow CRL and 
Chemaf to meet their obligations to existing lenders and creditors,” Meynert said. 

However, over the past few weeks, the Biden administration has reportedly held talks with 
some North American companies — including KoBold Metals and Orion Resource Partners 
of the United States, and First Quantum Minerals of Canada — to persuade them to acquire 
the DRC-based company either jointly or alone.

According to reports in The Wall Street Journal, Washington’s latest efforts to block the 
deal have apparently produced some effects. Sources familiar with the deal said the acquisi­
tion has been blocked due to pressure from the US, as the DRC government said it wants to 
“diversify” Chemaf’s partnership, although a spokesperson for Chemaf asserted that the 
company is still committed to the deal with China’s Norin Mining.

The Biden administration’s focus now is on Chilean Cobalt Corp, a Pennsylvania-based criti­
cal minerals exploration and development company, whose CEO Duncan Blount had earlier 
rejected the idea of acquiring Chemaf, saying it was overpriced. However, Blount told the media 
recently that he was still interested in acquiring Chemaf and that he is communicating with the 
US State Department and forming a consortium with other companies to execute his plan.

Other Western companies on the Biden administration’s wooing list that are reportedly 
interested in acquiring Chemaf include Anglo American, Rio Tinto and Freeport-McMoRan. 

In recent years, the Biden administration has pledged to invest in infrastructure projects 
across Africa, including the DRC where the US promised to build a railway to facilitate the 
transportation of copper and cobalt to the Atlantic port of Lobito via Angola. However, due to 
the lack of modem infrastructure and skilled labor in the DRC, Washington has found it diffi­
cult to attract US investors to fund infrastructure projects in the country.

Although it is not known how the Biden administration has managed to dispel the West­
ern companies’ concerns on the DRC company’s debt burdens, many see US geopolitics at 
play in the latest developments. In general, before investing in African countries, US inves­
tors usually want some “favors” from Washington, which could include financial support, 
guarantees against possible expropriation or sudden tax increases, or exemption from the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act

The possibility of the US administration adopting a take-it-or-ruin-it approach to force 
bankruptcy upon Chemaf so as to block its deal with Norin Mining cannot be ruled out if it 
fails to persuade any Western company to acquire the DRC company. When it comes to the 
US, no abyss is deep enough for it to stoop to.

cooperation are needed, as Premier Li 
urged.

To that end, China stands ready to 
work with all parties to translate the 
consensus reached by the heads of 
state into effective actions and turn the 
aforementioned vision of building a 
common home into reality. 

The SCO member states should 
strengthen their strategic alignment 
based on missions and tasks, formu­
late the SCO’s development strategy 
for the next decade, draw a roadmap 
for cooperation in various fields, 
strengthen strategic communication, 
eliminate differences and enhance 
mutual trust through dialogue. 

They should expand practical coop­
eration in line with the development 
needs of the SCO region, particularly in 
such fields as poverty reduction, digital 
economy and green development, so as 
to better facilitate regional trade and 
investment, enhance connectivity and 
maintain stable and unimpeded indus­
try and supply chains.

They also need to focus on major 
risks and actively respond to them.

tion of the renminbi.
Correspondingly, there have emerged 

concerns about reflation in the US, also 
because of the uncertainty involving the 
presidential elections. This wall inter­
rupt the pace of the Fed’s rate cuts. If the 
new president supports the policy of a 
strong dollar, or imposes a 20 percent 
tariff on all US imports, it will put infla­
tionary pressure on the US that mainly 
relies on imported consumer goods. 

The strengthening of die US dollar 
brought about by the current reflation 
expectation may produce some external 
effects on a series of incremental poli­
cies recently introduced by China, such 
as causing temporary depreciation of 
the RMB exchange rate. However, the 
US economy does not support sustained 
high interest rates, especially as interest 
payments on the US’ federal debt will be 
as high as $892 billion this year. 

The main problem facing China’s

The Ministry of State Security has 
released details of a case in which a for­
eign enterprise was caught collaborating 
with a Chinese company to illegally col­
lect geographical information and con­
duct mapping activities within China. 

The foreign company being a con­
tractor for key sensitive projects in 
another country is not entitled to inde­
pendently conduct geographical sur­
veys or mapping activities in China. 
However, in order to evade supervi­
sion, the company subcontracted a 
domestic qualified company under the 
pretext of autonomous vehicle driving 
research to carryout the survey. 

Equally noteworthy is the way they 
went about collecting the info, by pur­

chasing several vehicles and equipping 
them with high-precision radar, GPS, 
and optical lenses so that all they need­
ed to do was to drive through the pla­
ces marked for survey; the instruments 
carried out the surveying and mapping 
work.

Technologies such as radar, high-res- 
olution cameras and fast mapping soft­
ware are so commonplace these days 
that an ordinary-looking car on the 
road can carryout the survey without 
arousing any suspicion. 

Which further highlights the impor­
tance of stricter regulatory measures 
against such potential threats to national 
security. The law has made it clear that 
companies with improper background, 

Chinese Premier Li Qiang on 
Wednesday called for deepening and 
expanding cooperation within the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
during the 23rd Meeting of the Council 
of Heads of Government of Member 
States of the SCO held in Islamabad, 
Pakistan.

The SCO is an important platform 
for safeguarding regional peace and 
stability as it promotes the develop­
ment and prosperity of all countries. 
The SCO member states, as reflected in 
the consensus they reached at the SCO 
Astana summit in July, are committed 

to jointly building a common 
home featuring solidarity and 
mutual trust, peace and tran­
quility, prosperity and develop­
ment, good-neighborliness and 
friendship, as well as fairness 
and justice. 

To build such a common 
home, a more solid political 
foundation, more reliable secu­
rity guarantees, closer economic 
ties, deeper emotional bond and 
more coordinated multilateral 
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economy is die lack of effective domes­
tic demand, but China’s exports still 
remain internationally competitive. 
Therefore, what China should do next 
is to implement a package of incremen­
tal policies and actively expand domes­
tic demand.

As the US economy enters a soft land­
ing process and China starts to imple­
ment a package of incremental policies, 
the impact of US factors on China’s 
economy may be reduced under the two 
different cycles. It is believed that with 
the orderly and gradual strengthening 
of its incremental policies, China’s econ­
omy will be on the track of sustained 
recovery. China’s systematic and gradu­
al fortification of policy intensity will 
avoid irrational fluctuations caused by 
speculative sentiment, consolidating its 
economic growth foundation and 
improving growth quality. 

-21ST CENTURY BUSINESS HERALD

such as the foreign company in the afore­
mentioned case, are not permitted to 
cany out such surveys, but they escaped 
supervision by subcontracting to, or col- 
labora ting/cooperati ng with, domestic 
qualified companies. To plug that loop­
hole, domestic businesses need to be 
extra cautious and report to the national 
security departments if a foreign con­
tract requires them to cany out survey or 
mapping jobs in sensitive areas.

A self-regulatory mechanism is need­
ed for these domestic businesses that 
are qualified to do the work. It would 
be best if their societies can make it a 
rule for all members to follow, thus 
minimizing the cost for all.

- ZH ANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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The SCO member states should step 
up joint actions to combat extremist, 
separatist and terrorist forces, and 
accelerate the building of a universal 
center to address the challenges and 
threats to the security of SCO member 
states.

They should always expand people- 
to-people exchanges in response to 
public expectations. As Premier Li 
said, SCO member states should give 
full play to the SCO Committee on 
Good-Neighborliness, Friendship and 
Cooperation, build the SCO digital 
education alliance, and organize 
events under signature programs 
such as the Forum on People-to-Peo- 
ple Friendship.

In the face of the complex and vola­
tile international environment and 
changes unseen in a century, all par­
ties need to actively implement the 
outcomes of the Astana summit, work 
closely in solidarity and coordination, 
and strengthen the synergy between 
the Belt and Road Initiative and the 
Eurasian Economic Union.

- XINHUA NEWS AGENCY

US’ dirty geopolitics again on display 
exposing its idea of‘fair competition’

1
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srael’s Security Cabinet reached a 
consensus on Oct 15 on how to 
thwart Iran’s Oct 1-style missile 
attacks. After reportedly holding

talks with the US’ Joe Biden administra­
tion, Israel has largely ruled out attack­
ing Iran’s nuclear and oil facilities, 
choosing instead to focus solely on mili­
tary targets. The decision is intended to 
prevent the further destabilization of the 
Middle East, avoid jeopardizing the US 
presidential election on Nov 5 or the 
ongoing presidential campaign, or ruin­
ing the chances of Israel normalizing 
relations with the Gulf Arab states. 

The Washington Post, citing US offi­
cials, reported on Oct 14 that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
given formal assurances to Washington 
that it may launch a “limited” retaliatory 
attack on Iran. But the report also said 
that the “sword of Damocles” (of Israel’s 
retaliation) could fall before the US elec­
tion, meaning the outcome is likely to be 
known in the next couple of weeks. 

In response, the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries issued a 
monthly report on Monday, lowering its 
global oil demand expectations for the 
fourth quarter of the year and for 2025. 
This suggests a panic-driven surge in oil 
prices, fueled by the fear of a major 
potential conflict between Israel and 
Iran, may subside.

Given Israel’s strategic practices and 
the Middle East’s geopolitical landscape, 
Israel would have launched a massive 
attack on Iran, but the fact that it has not 
yet prepared militarily and diplomatical­
ly, especially due to the constraints 
imposed on it by the US and Gulf Arab 
states, lias prompted Tel Aviv to shelve 
its retaliation plan — perhaps for now. 
Iran fired about 200 missiles at Israel in 
response to Israel’s bombing of Hezbol­
lah’s headquarters in Lebanon, which 
killed the outfit’s leader Hassan Nasral­
lah, senior Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
commander Abbas Nilforoushan and 
other Hezbollah activists. 

Despite the Iranian attacks being con­

demned by the West, the US in particular, 
and Israel claiming to have intercepted 
all the Iranian missiles, some of them hit 
Israeli military and intelligence facilities, 
demonstrating Iran’s long-range strike 
capability and exposing the loopholes in 
Israel’s air defense system. 

Netanyahu has said that Iran will be 
made to pay for the attacks. Since its 
founding, Israel has had a deterrence-cen­
tered defense strategy, characterized by 
overpowering military capability, violation 
of international law, and disproportionate 
punishment for any armed challenge. Yet 
Israel has not retaliated against Iran even 
more than two weeks after the attacks, 
because of several reasons.

First, since Israel, as it proudly claims, 
is fighting on “seven fronts”, it has to con­
sider die consequences of escalating the 
conflict with Iran. For more than one 
year, Israel has been battering the Gaza 
Strip and making incursions into the 
West Bank, tackling Hezbollah in Leba­
non, the Houthi rebels in Yemen and 
Shia militias in Iraq and continuing its 
airstrikes on Syria, all the while continu­
ing its confrontation with Iran. 

Second, Israel’s military focus has 
shifted from operations in Gaza in the 
south to Lebanon in the north, leaving it 
incapable of launching a cross-border 
strike eastward against a more formida­
ble and resilient Iran because, despite all 
the hype, Israel is a small countiy widi 
limited strategic maneuvering space, 
and lack of conventional military pow'er. 

Based on its knowledge of wars in the

Middle East, Israel has worked out a 
strategy of tackling threats one at a time 
while striving to attain air superiority, 
and using its forces to neutralize the 
most immediate dangers.

However, Israel cannot replicate its 
past military successes against neighbor­
ing countries such as Egypt, Lebanon, 
Syria and Jordan when feeing a much 
larger and stronger Iran. If a counter­
strike proves ineffective or provokes a 
fresh round of Iranian missile attacks, 
the loopholes in Israel’s decades-long 
strategic deterrence mechanism will be 
fully exposed, shattering its reputation of 
being “invincible”

Third, internal divisions in Israel are 
growing, leading to political failures 
despite some military victories. Israel’s 
Security Cabinet remains divided on 
whether to expand the conflict, with 
increasing focus on the differences 
between Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, which 
have turned into a competition for con­
trolling the Likud Party in the future. 

Israel’s focus on boosting its develop­
ment has shifted to managing conflicts, 
which have deteriorated the investment 
and living environment, with large-scale 
withdrawal of foreign capital, companies 
and expatriates from the country. The 
trend of elite talents leaving the country 
lias intensified, with an increasing num­
ber of Israeli citizens considering migrat­
ing to other countries.

Fourth, the US-Israel relationship is a 
key factor behind Israel not retaliating 
against Iran. Although it considers Isra­
el’s security its top priority in the Middle 
East, Washington has shifted its strategic 
focus away from the region to Europe 
and the “Indo-Pacific” region to the 
extent of taking measures to prevent the 
conflict from spreading to the Persian 
Gulf which would drag the US into direct 
confrontation with Iran.

As the US presidential election 
approaches, the Biden administration, 
concerned about the impact of the con­
flict on the Democratic Party’s votes,

Moreover, China is taking the lead in 
the fields of innovative automobile tech­
nology, quality and comfort. That’s mar­
ket economy.

Third, European small and medium­
sized enterprises depend most on real­
ism and suffer worst from ideology. The 
EU’s rhetoric of “forcing China into play­
ing fair” is an apt example of Sinophobia 
and wishful thinking, with the idea 
emerging from the economic giant Unit­
ed States. Regulators use bureaucracy to 
meddle with entrepreneurial risk 
engagement, cut deals with major com­
panies with promised corporate privileg­
es. Maintaining the myth of Western 
superiority and combining it with lach­
rymose self-pity over lost glory will 
impress less than hard work and feir 
play. A reality check shall become easier 
with time, but more painful for citizens 
who bear the social cost

Ultimately, this dispute is not about 
cars, tariffs or privileges, but about the 
integrity of the EUs position in the new 
world order. According to the “multifa­
ceted approach” to China that has 
replaced the win-win paradigm, the EU 
now sees China as “a partner for coopera­
tion, an economic competitor, and a sys­
temic rival”

EU-China relations have become 
increasingly complicated of late. This 
self-description means, the EU is con­
fused and ill advised. Accordingly, 10 EU 
states supported the tariffs, 12 abstained, 
and five said no.

Fourth, conflicting loyalties are at the 
heart of the EUs integrity crisis. While no 
EU position claims loyalty obligations 
toward China, the transatlantic bonds 
seem unquestionable. However, there 
isn’t even a public debate on EU’s alle­
giance to European nations and citizens. 
There is no unity but open conflict. The 
incumbent EU Council president finds 
himself defamed by the European Com­
mission president, for demanding rea­
son, peace and a corruption-free 
approach.

The triple lack — of European leader­
ship, of people’s representation, and of 
institutional reform — has led the EU 
into a threefold crisis, of regulation, gov­
ernance and legitimacy. This crisis must 
be seen as the hotbed of anti-China 
measures, which partly deflect attention 
and partly express cultural prejudice. 
Obviously, the EU’s “countermeasures” 
are unfair, illegal and unreasonable. 

However, China will gain clout by 
steering clear of the noise. It will allow 
Europeans to see the difference between 
submission under declining hegemons or 
political, cultural and social independ­
ence in an economically interdependent 
world.

hen I attended a seminar on cli­
mate change in Brussels on Tues­
day morning, the biggest 
question on my mind was how 

the rising geopolitical tensions have under­
mined global solidarity and cooperation in the 
fight against climate change.

Jean-Marc Jancovici, an expert on low-car­
bon economy, soberly reminded the audience 
that global temperatures had already risen 
more than 1.5 degrees Celsius from the pre-in- 
dustrial levels, a harsh reality that some scien­
tists sounded the alarm in July.

While climate change is regarded the biggest 
threat to the planet and, therefore, humanity' 
the United States has over the past years tried 
to portray China, including China’s green 
industry, as its biggest threat. The US has been 
engaging in zero-sum games by claiming Chi­
na’s green products pose a national security 
threat to the US and the rest of the world. 

US President Joe Biden’s announcement in 
May, imposing 100 percent tariff on Chinese- 
made electric vehicles, 50 percent on Chinese- 
made solar cells and 25 percent on EV batteries 
and parts are typical protectionist moves that 
hurt China’s green industry, as well as US con­
sumers by denying them affordable but quality' 
green products.

As a result of such policies, the US’ green 
transition will slow down and become costlier. 

Similar is the case of Canada, where Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s government blindly 
follows in the US’ footsteps.

The author is a professor at Hunan Nor­
mal University in China and an associ­
ate professor at Karlsruhe Institute for 
Technology in Germany. 
The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

appears unhappy with the aggressive 
Israeli government, with complaints 
against Netany'ahu becoming almost 
public. Washington strongly opposes 
Israeli strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities, 
fearing it could result in a nuclear leak or 
cause Tehran to withdraw from the 
nuclear non-proliferation regime. It also 
advises Israel to avoid targeting Iran’s oil 
facilities to prevent triggering a new 
global energy crisis.

And fifth, Gulf Arab states’ opposition 
to Israel escalating the conflict has forced 
Israel to shelve its plans to launch a 
major attack on Iran. The Israel-Palestine 
conflict lias changed the geopolitical 
landscape in the Middle East, with tradi­
tional Arab-led opposition to Israel giving 
way to a confrontation between Israel 
and the Iran-led “Axis of Resistance” 

The six Arab countries that have nor­
malized relations with Israel now want 
to continue dialogue and reconciliation 
with Iran, while focusing on their own 
development and praying for peace in 
the Middle East. These countries recent­
ly said they will not open their airspace 
to Israel nor will they allow US military 
bases on their soil to help Israel launch 
air strikes on Iran.

If Israel proceeds to launch a retaliato­
ry attack on Iran, the trilateral security 
framework among the US, Israel and the 
Arab states, often described as the “Mid­
dle East minilateral” or “Middle East 
NATO” could collapse, undoing years of 
diplomatic hard work. In fact, Iran has 
conveyed through Saudi Arabia drat it 
will not retaliate further if Israel’s 
response is not treacherous.

These developments have helped ease 
Israel’s anxiety, which means that 
despite the stick of Israel’s retaliatory 
attack raised high, it may only fall sym­
bolically.

The author is the dean of and aprofessor 
at the Institute for Studies on the Medi­
terranean Rim at Zhejiang International 
Studies University. The views don’t nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.
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hina-European Union relations 
could be just as healthy as the 
figures in this article suggest.
China is the EUs second-largest 

trading partner for goods, after the Unit­
ed States, with two-way trade reaching 
about 730 billion euros in 2023. In overall 
terms, China is the EUs third-largest des­
tination for exports and its biggest source 
for imports. For the record, the EU-China 
trade balance is in favor of China. 

Last year, the
EUs deficit was
292 billion
euros. There are
more tilings
that Europeans
buy from China
than the other way around. This may 
have to do with the relative level of 
wages, standards of living, demographic 
factors and fiscal issues. China has not 
yet reached the peak of its “stability divi­
dend” while the EU decided to squander 
its “peace dividend” as it broke its prom­
ises to Russia not to allow' any more east­
ward expansion of NATO. When 
politicians at the EU Headquarters in 
Brussels advise their pundits that foreign 
countries are to blame for the EUs eco­
nomic problems, it is time to pause. 

When the blame-game violates the 
interests of domestic stakeholders, the 
public should think twice. The EU’s 
trade-w'ar threats are perhaps the culmi­
nation of a failed China strategy and 
reflect a deep internal crisis. Four under­

The European Union, too, has decided to 
impose tariffs up to 35.3 percent on Chinese- 
made EVs despite a sharply divided vote. The 
good news is that the EU and China are contin­
uing their negotiations in order to find a solu­
tion and avoid a potential trade w'ar. 

A European Commission spokesperson did 
not directly address my questions w'hen asked 
if such tariffs would slow down the EUs green 
transition, especially its goal of phasing out 
new fossil fuel cars by 2035, a big concern for 
many European experts.

Just last week, the European People’s Party, 
the largest political party in the European Par­
liament which European Commission Presi­
dent Ursula von der Leyen belongs to, posted a 
message on its website urging the EU to 
change its planned ban on combustion 
engines.

The fact that both the US and the EU have 
been undermining and fearmongering about 
Chinese-made green products is something 
that should be discussed at the 29th UN Cli­
mate Change Conference scheduled for Nov 
11-22 in Baku, Azerbaijan.

China has demonstrated its firm determina­
tion to continue its green drive, and has 
achieved phenomenal success in its low carbon 
transition over the past more than a decade. 
The fruitful result is reflected in the latest 
report of the International Energy Agency, 
which was issued last week, that China wall 
account for almost 60 percent of all renewable 
capacity installed worldwide between now and 
2030. That would make China home to almost 
half of the world's total renewable power 
capacity by the end of this decade.

But China’s potential contribution to the rest 
of the world in terms of renewables lias been 
greatly hampered by the trade barriers erected 
by the US and some other' countries. 

US Treasury' Secretary Janet Yellen has 
blamed China for so-called overcapacity, but 
many experts I have talked to have said that 
there is no such thing as “overcapacity”, but 
“undercapacity” w'hen it comes to meeting the 
huge global demand for green products. 

Worse, the US’ protectionist measures have 
hurt the limited mutual trust that existed 
between the two largest economies. It is true 
that John Kerry' and John Podesta, former and 
current US climate envoys, have held several 
talks with their Chinese counterparts. But such 
talks have often been marred by Washington’s 
strategy to curtail China’s economic and tech­
nological rise, particularly in the green indus­
try.

Sino-US cooperation led to the finalization of 
the historic Paris Agreement in 2015 and its 
signing in 2016. The US should reflect on that 
spirit, and immediately stop sabotaging Chi­
na’s green and renewable industry. Because cli­
mate change, not China, is the biggest threat to 
the US and the world.

1 j

lying conflicts are shaking the EUs integ­
rity and rendering the relative decline of 
the self-fulfilling “EU-vs-China” prophe­
cy

First, from the perspective of liberal 
market economy, promoted by the EU as 
long as it felt self-sufficient and self-reli­
ant, protectionism is self-contradicting 
and must backfire, especially when the 
markets and production chains are glob­
al. Yet the European Commission claims 
it is obligated to protecting EU carmak­
ers that, incidentally, are against impos­
ing any punitive tariffs on Chinese-made 
electric vehicles, because many' of them 
also manufacture EVs in China and sell 
some of them in Europe.

However, bilaterally, Chinese invest­
ments in Spain, Poland and Hungary 
may facilitate the sales of affordable Chi­
nese-made EVs — which are not subject 
to customs duties if they are produced in 
the EU. Protectionism and sanctions 
inspire innovation.

Second, a decade ago, China “took 
over” the solar industry from the Europe­
ans, who were not able to develop viable 
strategies for mutually beneficial collabo­
rations. The European Commission has 
now warned that the same should not 
happen with EVs, ignoring the EUs own 
failure to establish proper infrastructure 
and the golden rale that diversity of com­
petition is the best regulator. China is 
exporting EVs to the EU not because of 
“overcapacity; but because the demand 
exists.

China’s bid to help 
green transition 
good for the world

These developments have 
helped ease Israel’s 
anxiety, which means that 
despite the stick of Israel’s 
retaliatory attack raised
high, it may only fall 
symbolically.

China has demonstrated its 
firm determination to continue 
its green drive, and has
achieved phenomenal success
in its low carbon transition over 
the past more than a decade.
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vide public goods they once 
depended on.

The second is international 
financial factor. The weaponization 
of the US dollar against its adversa­
ries is eroding the confidence of the 
international monetary system and 
pushing forward the momentum 
for de-dollarization. The long-tenn 
impact of this trend could lead to a 
more multipolar global financial 
system. This shift could pave the 
way for a new international eco­
nomic order that includes alterna­
tive institutions for means of 
payment, units of value and 
reserves of value, such as the New 
Development Bank and the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank. 

The third is global governance. 
The expanded BRICS aims to pro­
mote an alternative set of norms 
and values that challenge the cur­
rent Western-dominated global 
order. The focus is on creating a 
multipolar world, where emerging 
economies and Global South coun­
tries have greater influence over 
global governance, economic sys­
tems and international relations. 
This ambition aligns with the 
group’s broader goal of rebalancing 
the global economic and political 
order in favor of developing 
nations, many of which feel mar­
ginalized by existing international 
institutions dominated by the West. 

The fourth is cultural and civili­
zational factor. The expanded 
BRICS is promoting a new type of 
inclusive globalization that 
acknowledges cultural and civiliza­
tional diversity as opposed to the 
universalism often espoused by the 
West. This approach is rooted in a 
shared framework of values, such 
as sovereignty, peaceful coexistence 
and nonintervention in internal 
affairs, reflecting the spirit of the 
Bandung Conference of 1955. 

Thus, the significance of the 
expanded BRICS should be under­
stood in its contribution to the crea­
tion of a new model of 
“interdependent global govern­
ance”, where governance over glob­
al issues becomes more shared and 
collaborative among various pow­
ers, rather than dominated by a sin­
gle superpower or a small group of 
Western nations. It implies an 
interactive process of mutual chal­
lenge, mutual constraint, mutual 
need and mutual accommodation 
engaged by both existing and 
emerging powers. It represents a 
dynamic situation in which existing 
and emerging powers are intercon­
nected in a continual interactive 
process of shaping and reshaping 
the international order. 

Interdependent global govern­
ance indicates that globalization is 
leading the world economy into 
real changes in the international 
system, encompassing “varieties of 

Editor’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. Enhanced dialogue between scholars from China and overseas is needed to build mutual understanding on many problems
the worldfaces. For this purpose, the China Watch Institute of China Daily and the National Institute for Global Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, jointly present this special column: The Global 
Strategic Dialogue, in which experts from China and abroad will offer insightful views, analysis andfresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

economic system” rather than 
adhering solely to the single free- 
market model dictated by Western 
neoliberal doctrines.

Interdependent global govern­
ance signifies the transition from 
the US-led Western hegemonic 
dominance into one where no sin­
gle hegemon or hegemonic bloc 
defines the prevailing global norms 
and values. This shift creates 
opportunities for the accommoda­
tion and inclusion of alternative 
development strategies and poli­
cies. It also opens the door to differ­
ent perspectives on the 
mechanisms, norms and values 
that drive national development 
and growth. The Western doctrines 
surrounding various mutually 
interdependent relationships, such 
as those between property rights 
and economic growth, die rule of 
law and market economies, free 
currency flow and economic order, 
and, importantly, democracy and 
development, are becoming 
increasingly flexible, less rigid and 
nonuniversal.

As the rise of emerging econo­
mies drives a transition in the inter­
national order, interdependent 
global governance suggests that the 
traditional North-South axis and 
conventional core-periphery dis­
tinctions are insufficient for under­
standing the current complexities 
of global relationships. 

Interdependent global govern­
ance denotes a new situation, in 
which globalization has generated a 
world economic structure that is 
characterized by complex and 
intertwined interconnection and 
interdependence. Emerging econo­
mies are playing a significant role 
in the global division of labor, sup­
plychains, value chains and 
finance, providing both the Global 
North and the Global South with 
various opportunities and challen­
ges. Policies implemented by these 
emerging economies regarding 
finance, currency, investment, 
trade, security, environmental con­
cerns, resource security, food secu­
rity and commodity prices are 
increasingly having a global impact.
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Javier Vadell is an associate profes­
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he upcoming 16th BRICS 
summit scheduled for 
Oct 22-24 is all set to 
draw global attention

amid rising discord between the 
US-led West and the non-West. 

The host, Russia, is well poised 
to emerge as the favored destina­
tion for those developing coun­

tries that aspire 
to join the fast­
growing group 
through intense 
lobbying. This 
indirectly 
grants Moscow 
a break from its 

toxic portrayal as an “internation­
al pariah” by the Washington-led 
West following the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict.

At the same time, 40 or more 
aspiring nations from the develop­
ing Global South are earnestly 
awaiting the outcome of their 
respective applications for BRICS 
membership. This means the 
alphabet soup of five founding 
members has now evolved into a 
potent group of global multilateral 
cooperation, and is touted as a 
force to reckon with in challeng­
ing the dominion of greenbacks 
across the world.

Beyond the excessive assertion 
that BRICS has been hyped as the 
driving force to dethrone the US 
currency, apart from being labeled 
a tool to defy the existing US-dic- 
tated global order, the underlying 
truth remains that more and more 
countries are indeed keen on 
bringing some kind of transforma­
tive reforms to the ailing global 
order.

While more emerging econo­
mies are echoing the call for set­
tling their inter-nation trade 
payments with local currency, the 
BRICS- founded New Develop­
ment Bank is set to increase the 
local currency lending to 30 per­
cent of the total lending by 2026, 
to meet the rising needs of infra­
structure and sustainable develop­
ment across the developing and 
low-income nations. Never before 
have the Bretton Woods institu­
tions been rivaled by an alterna­
tive multilateral development 
bank such as NDB.

The reason is rather simple. The 
expanded BRICS merely provides 
an alternative platform for the 
developing countries to embark 
on an egalitarian model of multi­
lateral cooperation. As sovereign 
states, they are not obliged to be 
pliant to any major power, includ­
ing the reigning hegemon. They 
reserve their unchallenged rights 
in determining what’s best for 
their individual interests. 

Over the years, bifurcation of 
the world into the West versus

I ,
I

cil with the inclusion of represen­
tation from the Global South. 

The recent call for adding two 
permanent seats for African 
nations to the UN Security Coun­
cil, and an elected seat for a small­
island developing nation by the 
Joe Biden administration was 
framed as “an effort to give more 
power to countries historically iso­
lated from decision-making on 
international peace and security”. 

While the US overture is wel­
comed cautiously, it also reminds 
us of Washington’s prior commit­
ment to permanent representa­
tion from Latin America and the 
Caribbean, in addition to the long 
overdue unfulfilled promises 
made to India, Japan and Genna- 
ny. Indeed, Washington is having a 
growing list of commitments to 
deliver.

Beyond the gesture of such a 
charming offensive, we could 
anticipate that the US’ repeated 
offers of coveted permanent seats 
in the yet-to-expand security 
council are sufficient to trigger 
fierce jostling across the diverse 
Global South, including among 
the present member states of the 
expanded BRICS. This sets to 
complicate the inter-state rela­
tions within the bloc. Perhaps, it 
may also explain why' the Western 
mouthpieces are optimistic that 
the rapid expansion of the BRICS 
w'ould ultimately hasten the weak­
ening of its intra-bloc cohesive­
ness.

Be that as it may, the collective 
West generally remains hawkish 
to the bloc. It’s not too far-fetched 
to suspect that the “carrot” of UN 
Security Council permanent seats 
might just be a strategic move to 
sow discord among the Global 
South countries in the zero-sum 
interest of the West.

Under the prism of Washington 
and Brussels, hosting the BRICS 
summit in Russia this year will 
only facilitate the host to weapon- 
ize the bloc as an anti-West geopo­
litical tool. Little would they 
endeavor to compete with the 
expanded BRICS in positive light 
to prove the preponderance of its 
global governance to humanity, 
much less in fostering collabora­
tion to bridge the gap between the 
Global North and the Global 
South in pursuit of enduring 
peace and common prosperity for 
the world.

he upcoming BRICS sum­
mit, scheduled to take 
place in Russia from Oct 
22 to 24, is expected to see

the inclusion of several countries. 
The BRIC was introduced to 

highlight emerging market oppor­
tunities. South Africa joined in
2010, forming the BRICS. Since the 

2023 Johannes­
burg summit, the 
grouping has 
included more 
Global South 
countries, such as 
the United Arab 
Emirates, Iran, 
Ethiopia, Egypt 
and Saudi Ara­
bia. 

Since the 2008 
global financial 
crisis, the hier­
archy of the 
world economy 
and global gov­
ernance shaped 
by the United 
States-led liberal 

economic order is undergoing a 
systemic crisis. This crisis encom­
passes several dimensions: a crisis 
of functionality, marked by the fail­
ure of traditional international 
institutions; a crisis of scope, char­
acterized by an overwhelming 
number of pressing issues; a crisis 
of legitimacy, reflecting a decline in 
trust toward the conventional insti­
tutions; and a crisis of authority, 
highlighted by the challenges posed 
by the rise of emerging economies. 

Consequently, more and more 
countries in the periphery and 
semi-periphery are trying to sever 
exploitative ties with global finan­
cial capital and align their external 
relations with domestic needs and 
development. As a result, this 
delinking process is gaining trac­
tion in various regions worldwide, 
with the expanded BRICS — led by 
China’s economic influence — serv­
ing as a natural point of attraction. 
This delinking helps the Global 
South fulfill its aspiration for alter­
native forms of globalization that 
give it greater room for develop­
ment.

The BRICS has evolved beyond 
merely being a coalition of emerg­
ing countries seeking greater par­
ticipation. The expanded BRICS 
signifies a qualitative transforma­
tion, not just in terms of increased 
membership but also as a centripe­
tal geopolitical force in this new era 
of global transformation. 

Several key factors contribute to 
the appeal of the expanded BRICS 
for countries in the Global South. 

The first is geopolitical factor. 
Many countries, including US allies 
such as Saudi Arabia and Thrkiye, 
have lost confidence in US leader­
ship because of its inability to pro-

■
non-West, Global North versus 
Global South has been undermin­
ing the global order. Taking advan­
tage of its primacy and global 
dominance, the West is making its 
former colonies in the non-West 
regions to fall easy prey to its per­
sistent resource plundering. The 
hard-fought sovereignty has thus 
been hollowed out, leaving the 
new nation states with virtually no 
say in their governance.

Plainly put, Pax-Americana ena­
bles a hegemonic primacy repre­
senting only 12 percent of the 
global population to silence and 
lord over the remaining 88 per­
cent population in the non-West. 
Precisely it’s this sense of preclu­
sion prevailing in the Global 
South that makes room for an 
alternative model of governance, 
which appears more egalitarian 
and meets the contemporary aspi­
rations of the multipolar world. 

Washington and its allies have 
to acknowledge, if not embrace, 
the emerging reality of multipolar­
ity in the contemporary global 
dynamics. After all, no global 
hegemony has ever been perpetu­
al in the annals of history. 

BRICS, which rose from scratch, 
was initially dismissed as a motley 
grouping of developing countries 
of diverse interests and aspira­
tions. As it expands with the 
induction of Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran 
and the United Arab Emirates, the 
growing bloc has the potential to 
emerge as the largest alliance with 
the largest area, population and 
resources in the world. Collective­
ly, the bloc represents approxi­
mately 27 percent of the world’s 
GDP and 45 percent of the world’s 
population. It controls more than 
60 percent of the global oil and 
gas reserves and includes the 
world’s largest exporters and 
importers of petroleum if Saudi 
Arabia were to formally join it lat­
er. With this, certainly it lias suffi­
cient clout to reshape the global 
order.

Meanwhile, taking it as a poten­
tial threat to the sagging US pree­
minence, spin doctors from the 
West have been quick to respond 
with the bloc in their crosshair of 
narratives. From their perspective, 
the diverse aspirations and geopo­
litical stance of die expanded 
BRICS is an exploitable Achilles’ 
heel.

Motivated by such insidious 
agenda, the age-old Sino-India dis­
cord is again being resurrected to 
drive a further w'edge between the 
two founding member states of 
BRICS. Alongside this, Washing­
ton’s bid to endear itself to the 
Global South is conspicuously 
clear when it promised to reform 
the United Nations Security Coun-

•A

An expanding BRICS has the potential to emerge as 
a cooperation mechanism with the largest area, 

population and resources in the world

The expanded BRICS is creating a model where governance 
on global issues is shared, rather than being dominated by 

a superpower or a small group of Western nations
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CUHK-Shenzhen reviews
10 years of achievements
University measures itself against world’s top-rated schools
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New students across the
globe gather at campus

ByWANGJINHUI
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The library of CUHK-Shenzhen. chen ming / for china daily

School building cooperative networks across China
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Xu Yangsheng, CUHK-Shenzhen’s 
founding president
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Innovation
One of CUHK-Shenzhen’s standout

By HAO NAN
haonan@chinadaily.com.cn

Liberal education
CUHK-Shenzhen inherits CUHK’s 

60-year tradition of college-based 
and whole-person education, estab­
lishing seven residential colleges 
and implementing a four-year liber­
al education curriculum.

“CUHK-Shenzhen places stu­
dents at the forefront of its mis­
sion,” Xu said. “Residential colleges 
create a community space that inte­
grates living, learning and socializ­
ing. Through various informal 
cultural and practical activities, 
students’ education is enriched and 
their horizons broadened.”

ByWANGJINHUI
wangjinhui@chinadaily.com.cn

features is its commitment to inter­
disciplinary education and research. 

Xu said that from the beginning, 
CUHK-Shenzhen conducted 
in-depth research into disciplinary 
trends and national and regional 
needs, focusing its academic plan­
ning on emerging and interdisciplin­
ary fields.

‘Its flat organizational structure, 
with no departmental divisions, 
encourages cross-disciplinary collab­
oration, increasing both efficiency 
and creativi ’̂ he added.

To date, CUHK-Shenzhen offers 28 
undergraduate programs, focusing 
on emerging fields such as big data, 
artificial intelligence, robotics, bio­
medicine, materials science and ener­
gy. By balancing fundamental 
disciplines with new applied sciences, 
CUHK-Shenzhen has fostered a 
unique academic ecosystem where 
research drives social progress.

Several of the university’s key disci­
plines, including economics, Al and 
data science, biomedicine, and mate­
rials chemistry, are on par with those 
at leading global universities. Seven of 
CUHK-Shenzhen’s disciplines rank in 
the top 1 percent globally in the Essen­
tial Science Indicators database, and 
its computer science program ranks 
10th among domestic universities in 
CS Rankings.

Recently, Elsevier, a global infor­
mation analytics company, and the 
Stanford University released the 
2024 list of the world’s top 2 percent 
scientists. CUHK-Shenzhen has 44 
scientists making the Lifetime Scien­
tific Impact Ranking and 65 scien­
tists on the Annual Scientific Impact 
Ranking.

The university’s student body has 
also attracted attention. Over the 
past nine years, CUHK-Shenzhen has 
consistently ranked as one of die top 
universities in Guangdong province 
for admissions based on gaokao (the 
national college entrance exam) 
results. In most provinces, its mini­
mum scores for liberal arts and scien­
ces foil within the top 1 percent and 2 
percent.

key research and development pro­
jects, with a total funding of nearly 80 
million yuan. It has also established 
95 high-level sci-tech research plat­
forms at various levels, with a total 
construction cost of nearly 3.2 billion 
yuan.

Currently, CUHK-Shenzhen is 
attempting to establish a national key 
laboratory for mathematical founda­
tion and optimization of network sys­
tems, with support from the Ministry 
of Science and Technology, as well as 
provincial and city authorities.

In terms of academic research, the 
university has published more than 
6,700 papers in top international 
journals such as Nature, Science, and 
Cell; applied for more than 629 pat­
ents; formulated six industry stan­
dards; and won more than 200 
domestic and international academic 
awards and honors.

Moreover, it has established joint 
laboratories with 33 well-known 
enterprises and institutions, includ­
ing Huawei, Tencent, JD and 
Shandong Jincheng Petrochemical. 

Responding to the national strate­
gic plan for deepening cooperation

Global talent
In a decade, CUHK-Shenzhen has 

established itself as a magnet for 
global academic talent. With a firm 
commitment to attract a top-tier fac­
ulty, the university has recruited 
more than 650 renowned scholars, 
including six Nobel laureates, more 
than 40 academicians and 100 
national-level experts.

International students at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
Shenzhen, provided to china daily

Im

admitted under the programme, 
including Tsinghua University' Zhe­
jiang University and Shanghai Jiao 
Tong University.

In June, CUHK-Shenzhen signed 
an agreement with Columbia Uni­
versity in the United States to 
engage in comprehensive and 
in-depth cooperation in areas such 
as talent cultivation, youth 
exchanges and faculty visits.

According to the agreement, 
CUHK-Shenzhen and Columbia’s 
Fu Foundation School of Engineer­
ing and Applied Science (Columbia 
Engineering) will be each other’s 
main strategic partners in their 
respective countries, jointly striving 
to promote a vision of friendly coop­
eration in higher education between 
China and the US.

They have launched a 3+2 pro­
gram this autumn. Participating 
students will complete three years 
of undergraduate study at CUHK- 
Shenzhen, during which Columbia’s 
faculty will teach part of the curricu­
lum. During their second and/or 
third year, the CUHK-Shenzhen stu­
dents will have access to learning 
and research opportunities with the 
Columbia Engineering faculty.

Additionally, students in this pro­
gram will be invited to participate in 
special events and leverage the sum­
mer research and course offerings at 
Columbia Engineering.

In their fourth year, students will 
study at Columbia Engineering, 
engaged in advanced coursework 
and related academic pursuits. In 
the fifth academic year, students 
who have completed their bache­
lor’s degree requirements at CUHK- 
Shenzhen will be master’s students 
at Columbia Engineering.

Upon meeting the graduation 
requirements of both institutions, 
students will be awarded a bache­
lor’s degree from CUHK and a mas­
ter’s degree from Columbia 
University within five years.

■Ill

The campus of The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, 
Shenzhen. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Excitement filled the air as stu­
dents gathered for an orientation 
session recently at The Chinese 
University' of Hong Kong, Shenz­
hen. The event provided a platform 
for incoming students to connect 
with one another and gain insights 
from experienced peel’s, marking a 
new step in their academic journey. 

Richard Cornelius Suwandi, a 
former undergraduate at the 
School of Data Science, who is now 
pursuing a PhD in computer and 
information engineering, took cen­
ter stage to share his experiences. 
He motivated his younger peers to 
remain curious, courageous and 
connected, emphasizing the impor­
tance of resilience in navigating 
university life.

Among die new feces was Kellen 
Joudan, a freshman from Indone­
sia planning to major in computer 
science and engineering. Eager to 
explore her new environment, Jou­
dan expressed her excitement 
about arriving on campus.

“My dad loves to tell me about 
how great China is, especially with 
its advancements in technology 
like mobile payments and high­
speed rail networks. I came to expe­
rience these innovations and 
improve my Chinese language 
skills,” she said.

Life at CUHK-Shenzhen has 
proved to be an adventure for Jou­
dan, who has been exploring local 
cuisine and connecting with upper- 
classmen. “I’ve heard many good 
things about our professors, which 
makes me even more excited to 
study here,” she added, highlight­
ing the vibrant community at the 
university.

International perspectives were

the Greater Bay Area, the university 
plans to build a collaborative innova­
tion platform, and cooperate in fields 
such as Al, new energy, new materi­
als, future networks, smart cities and 
pharmaceuticals.

CUHK-Shenzhen lias been devel­
oping emerging and interdisciplinary 
fields that align with Shenzhen’s 
development needs, leveraging its tal­
ent pool and technological innova­
tionadvantages.

For instance, in the Qianhai 
Shenzhen-Hong Kong Modem Ser­
vice Industry Cooperation Zone, the 
university has explored new models 
of cooperation with the government. 
It is also engaged in innovative and 
pragmatic collaboration in areas 
such as institutional innovation, 
technological innovation, modern 
sendee industries, education, 
healthcare and social welfare.

Currently, CUHK-Shenzhen and 
the Qianhai zone have jointly estab­
lished the Qianhai Institute for 
International Affairs led by Professor 
Zheng Yongnian, and the Shenzhen 
Institute of Data Economy led by 
Professor Xiong Wei.

The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, Shenzhen, w'hich is rooted in 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area, is committed to 
China’s higher education and techno­
logical innovation.

Over the past decade, CUHK- 
Shenzhen has recruited more than 
650 renowned experts and scholars 
from across the globe, all of whom 
have teaching or working experience 
at top international universities or 
research institutions.

It has established a batch of 
research teams led by top scientists, 
with 11 teams receiving special pro­
vincial and city funds totaling nearly 
320 million yuan ($45.4 million). Aft­
er seven years of effort, CUHK-Shenz­
hen obtained approval for three 
postdoctoral research stations in
2023. These are in the fields of com­
puter science and technology, materi­
als science and engineering, and 
applied economics.

Additionally, the university has led 
or participated in nearly 30 national

also shared by Yves Oliver Luetolf, 
an exchange student from the Uni­
versity of St. Gallen in Switzerland. 
Luetolf expressed his desire to 
immerse himself in a new culture 
while gaining insights into the Chi­
nese economy. “I believe we can 
leam a lot from China and vice ver­
sa,” he stated.

Reflecting on his experience, he 
said: “Life in China is totally differ­
ent from Switzerland; your phone 
is your best friend here. Although I 
can’t speak Chinese yet, everyone 
on campus is friendly and helpful, 
making it a great experience.”

Konstantin Kozlov, a Russian 
freshman who grew up in 
Shenzhen, saw his enrollment at 
CUHK-Shenzhen as a dream come 
true. Planning to major in applied 
psychology, Kozlov served as the 
master of ceremonies for the wel­
come session and expressed his 
eagerness to engage in more stu­
dent activities in the coming weeks 
and years.

This autumn, CUHK-Shenzhen 
has recorded a remarkable 
increase in its international stu­
dent population. More than 10 per­
cent of the incoming freshmen are 
international students, hailing from 
17 countries. These are Bhutan, Bra­
zil, Cambodia, Canada, Greece, 
Indonesia, Japan, Kazakhstan, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, Panama, Rus­
sia, Thailand, the Philippines, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, 
and Uzbekistan.

In a milestone for the institution, 
CUHK-Shenzhen has also admitted 
20 freshmen from Hong Kong, 
Macao and Taiwan this year, mark­
ing the first time since its estab­
lishment in 2014 that students 
from these regions have joined the 
university.

Over the past decade since its 
establishment, The Chinese Univer­
sity of Hong Kong, Shenzhen has 
been committed to becoming a 
world-class research university.

It has continuously expanded 
strategic partnerships with globally 
renowned universities and built 
high-end international exchange 
platforms. To date, the university 
has established substantial 
exchanges and cooperation with 150 
prestigious overseas universities, 
including the University of Cam­
bridge, the University of Oxford, and 
Yale University, spanning 34 coun­
tries and regions worldwide.

It offers more than 250 interna­
tional cooperation programs for its 
students, aiming to cultivate high- 
level talents with international 
perspectives, cross-cultural com­
munication skills, and a sense of 
social responsibility. In recent 
years, approximately 900 stu­
dents have been admitted to 
these programs annually, entering 
world-renowned universities to 
experience diverse academic oppor­
tunities.

In the entry list for the 2024-25 
academic year of the Visiting Stu­
dent Programme at the University 
of Oxford, CUHK-Shenzhen secured 
19 available spots, accounting for 
nearly 70 percent of the total, lead­
ing mainland universities for the 
fifth consecutive year.

Starting this autumn, these 19 
undergraduate students from 
CUHK-Shenzhen will embark on an 
academic journey for one year or a 
term at St. Peter’s College, St Hilda’s 
College, Mansfield College, Pem­
broke College, Worcester College 
and St Edmund Hall of the Univer­
sity of Oxford.

This year, a total of 30 undergrad­
uate students from more than 10 
mainland universities have been

between Shenzhen and Hong Kong, 
CUHK-Shenzhen leverages its geo­
graphical and institutional advanta­
ges to promote technological 
cooperation and exchanges with uni­
versities and research institutions in 
Hong Kong and Macao.

In addition to attracting outstand­
ing talents, the university has formed 
innovation teams with scholars from 
The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, City University of Hong Kong 
and Hong Kong University of Science 
and Technology. They cover fields 
such as chemistry, information tech­
nology, mathematics, big data, mate­
rials, artificial intelligence, robotics 
and biomedicine.

It has signed a strategic coopera­
tion agreement with CUHK to estab­
lish a regular cooperation 
mechanism, promoting complemen­
tary and mutually beneficial collabo­
ration in teaching and research, and 
jointly building a first-class university 
brand both domestically and interna­
tionally. CUHK-Shenzhen organizes 
several high-end academic conferen­
ces, forums, lectures and undergradu­
ate exchange programs annually. In

zation has been central to CUHK- 
Shenzhen’s identity. With 150 part­
nerships with prestigious institutions 
worldwide, the university has created 
a vibrant global network, fostering 
student and faculty exchanges, joint 
research initiatives and academic col­
laborations.

“An international university must 
not only increase academic 
exchanges with foreign universities in 
the traditional sense, but also create a 
holistic international education sys­
tem,” Xu added

To achieve this, CUHK-Shenzhen 
adopts international teaching sys­
tems and quality review mechanisms, 
incorporating original and interna­
tionally recognized textbooks and 
uses English as the primary language 
of instruction.

A clear teaching plan, measura­
ble learning outcomes and assess­
ment standards have been 
established, and an outcomes- 
based approach is employed to cul­
tivate students’ problem-solving, 
independent thinking and innova­
tive abilities, Xu said.

The university also enhances its 
academic exchanges and collabora­
tion with globally renowned insti­
tutions, creating international joint 
innovation platforms and improv­
ing mechanisms for faculty 
exchange and resource sharing.

CUHK-Shenzhen has built a full­
cycle innovation ecosystem cover­
ing basic research, technical 
breakthroughs, industrial applica­
tion, tech financing and talent sup­
port.

This includes 95 research insti­
tutes and key laboratories, three of 
which are Nobel Prize labs, focus­
ing on areas such as robotics and 
Al, big data, bioinformatics, new 
materials and energy sciences. It 
has undertaken more than 370 
national-level projects and more 
than 1,000 international projects.

Internationalization
From its inception, internationali-

As The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, Shenzhen marks its 10th anni­
versary, the institution has swiftly ris­
en as a leading educational force in 
the Chinese mainland, carving a 
niche with its visionary educational 
philosophy, robust talent recruit­
ment, interdisciplinary' approach, 
internationalization, and whole-per­
son development

“We benchmarked ourselves 
against world-class universities from 
the very beginning, taking on the mis­
sion of exploring valuable experien­
ces for the comprehensive reform of 
higher education in China,” said Pro­
fessor Xu Yangsheng, CUHK- 
Shenzhen’s founding president and a 
member of the Chinese Academy of 
Engineering.

“Establishing an international 
university in Shenzhen, China’s 
hub of technological advancement 
in the Guangdong-Hong Kong- 
Macao Greater Bay Area, by collab­
orating with a prestigious Hong 
Kong university' allows us to com­
plement each other’s strengths in 
talent cultivation, scientific 
research, and technology transfer, 
thereby achieving rapid progress,” 
Xu explained.

“Our university was founded with 
a macro-perspective, grasping global 
development trends, including the 
demands that international politics, 
economics and technology impose 
on regional and national develop­
ment strategies. We actively respond 
to the strategic needs of China and 
the Greater Bay Area,” he added.
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Partnerships with an 
international outlook
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CULTURE

Yangtze inspires with its power
River continues to fascinate as exhibition proves, report Lin Qi and Liu Kun in Wuhan.
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artists outside Hubei to visit, create 
and exchange, and to show works 
regularly.
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Contact the writers at
linqi@chinadaily.com.cn

Guizhou province offers an animat­
ed bird’s-eye view in which a high­
speed train “sails” across a remote 
village tucked in the mountains 
and is greeted by inhabiting ethnic 
groups.

construction and to address people’s 
changing lifestyles and mentalities 
in different periods.

9-11:30 am, 1:30-4:30 pm, daily.
54 Xisanhuan Bella, Haidian dis­
trict, Beijing. 010-6841-2606.

ing us to observe nature, to consider 
from the standpoints of other lives, 
and to learn to get along with the 
world,” he says.

In The Spectacular of the High 
Land, oil painter Wang Jie from

-4* V

Wang Yongping says die exhibi­
tion is the beginning of a long-term 
plan to cultivate a younger genera­
tion of artists in Hubei who would 
be sent to Beijing’s major art acade­
mies. Meanwhile, diey will invite

Transportation is a great chal­
lenge in Guizhou, which is known 
for its geographic complexities. A 
network of bridges and expressways 
has been built to better connect 
locals to die outside.

It traces back to when the first 
groups of Chinese artists traveled to 
Europe to study art and brought 
back new ideas. It also looks at the 
early days of the People’s Republic of 
China when artists were actively 
involved in showing the country’s 
developments. The last three dec­
ades of the 20th century reflect the 
changes brought by reform and 
opening-up.

9:30 am-5:30 pm, closed on Mon­
days. 8 Huajiadi Nanjie, Wangjing, 
Chaoyang district, Beijing. 010- 
6477-1575.

*

Art for people
The 20th century saw dramatic 

changes in Chinese art. Many partic­
ipants — namely figures of luminos­
ity who initiated reforms — were 
members of the teaching feculty and 
graduates of the Central Academy of 
Fine Arts in Beijing. Their work 
reflects social fluctuations and 
enriches the art landscape and cul­
ture.

The academy is exhibiting more 
than 200 selected pieces from its 
collection in its museum, encourag­
ing viewers to experience three dif­
ferent periods of the last century.
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oars the Yangtze River, 
sweeping everything 
eastward; the currents 
surge, in an unremitting

way just like the emergence and dis­
appearance of these luminous fig­
ures in history,” chanted Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644) scholar Yang 
Shen in one of his most famous 
poems, while journeying through 
Luzhou, Sichuan province, captivat­
ed by tiie river scene.

When facing this majestic specta­
cle, the longest river in the country, 
people would not spare any creativi­
ty or imagination in hailing its beau­
tiful grandeur.

Just like Yang paid tribute to the 
river with verses, great Tang Dynas­
ty (618-907) painter Wu Daozi once 
traveled along the Jialing River, a 
tributary of the Yangtze, for months 
and reenacted the enthralling views 
in a panoramic landscape to 
impress Emperor Xuanzong of the 
Tang era, who sponsored the trip.

The river has nurtured and wit­
nessed the progress of Chinese civi­
lization and in return, artists over 
centuries have never ceased to 
depict it with the utmost reverence. 

Recent examples of these depic­
tions were shown atNew Scenery of 
the Yangtze River, an exhibition at 
the Hubei Museum of Art in the pro­
vincial capital of Wuhan. The exhi­
bition was part of the First Yangtze 
River Culture and Art Season, which 
kicked off on Sept 14 and runs until 
Nov 4 in Hubei. The rich program of 
the culture and art season also 
includes film screenings, chorus 
performances and literary events.

More than 100 paintings, prints, 
watercolors, lacquer paintings, pho­
tos and mixed media works have 
been displayed at the exhibition.

Wang Yongping, vice-president 
of the Hubei Provincial Federation 
of Literary and Art Circles and 
curator of New Scenery of the Yang­
tze River, says that the works show 
varied natural landscapes, dynamic 
cultures and folklore along the 
waterway — “from the snowcapped 
mountains and array of ships 
across the Three Gorges to the rains 
and mists that engulf the beautiful 
Jiangnan (the region south of the 
lower reaches of the Yangtze), its 
openness and inclusiveness” — as 
well as tiie economic and social 
developments since 2012.

He says the works are “people- 
oriented, showing real lives and 
addressing people’s concerns”, such 
as the efforts made for rural vitali- 
zation, poverty elimination and the 
balance between livelihood 
improvement and environmental 
conservation.

The Yangtze has a high level of 
biodiversity. Its climate and terrain 
provide important habitats for 
many species, such as giant pandas 
that are popular on social media.

Quiet Nature, a group of drawings 
by ink artist Liu Wanming, shows 
the much-beloved giant panda in dif­
ferent poses not only to reflect its 
appeal but also to endeavor to pro­
tect this species and its environment 

Liu says what has been guiding 
his creation is an idea of Chinese 
philosophy “to pursue meticulous­
ness in the treatment of details, 
while to present tiie extensiveness of 
the world”

“It is a wisdom that keeps remind-
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Signature styles
In celebration of the 75 th anniver­

sary of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, more than 400 
paintings, pieces of calligraphy, 
prints, sculptures, watercolors, lac­
quer paintings and mixed media 
works are on show at the Ode to 
Motherland exhibition at the China 
National Academy of Painting in 
Beijing until Oct 30.

The show displays the works of 
great artists of the 20th century, fea­
turing their signature styles of 
brushwork and popular motifs, 
such as full fruits on a branch 
depicted by Qi Baishi; galloping, 
masculine horses by Xu Beihong; a 
blooming lotus pond revisited by 
Liu Haisu in his creation; the lush 
mountains engulfed in mist that 
mark the works of Li Keran; and 
female dancers under tiie animated 
strokes of Ye Qianyu.

The exhibition showcases tiie evo­
lution of Chinese art over the past 
seven decades to reflect socialist 

Spiritual realm
In a letter to computer scientists 

in 1990, Qian Xuesen, the father of 
China’s space program, mentioned 
the Chinese translation for “virtual 
reality” and created the term ling- 
jing (spiritual realm), which he said 
was his favorite as it “has a strong 
Chinese feeling”.

Re-creating Spiritual Realm, an 
exhibition at Shenzhen Art Museum 
running until Nov 24 in Guangdong 
province, shows how six contempo­
rary artists visualize their under­
standing of this term created by 
Qian and how they embrace and 
envisage a future in which the 
boundaries between reality and VR 
will become blurred.

Zhu Xiaojun, the exhibition’s

co-curator, says that it is not only to 
celebrate technological advance­
ment but also to discuss how tech­
nology will shape the future of 
human civilization and humanity. 
You Jiang, another co-curator of the 
exhibition, says that the audience 
will find answers in the artists’ rein­
terpretations of Chinese aesthetics 
and philosophy in their exploration 
of the integration of technology and 
art.

9 am-5pm, closed on Mondays. 32 
Donghu Yijie, inside Donghu Park, 
Aiguo Lu, Luohu district, Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province. 0755-2542- 
6069.
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Center: Visitors to the Yangtze River exhibition at the 
Hubei Museum of Art in Wuhan, Hubei province. Clock­
wise from top: Exhibited pieces include Sunset, by Zhu 
Sha; The Spectacular of the High Land, by Wang Jie; Cliff, 
by Zhou Shaohua; Quiet Nature, by Liu Wanming; and Yel­
low Crane Tower, by Lu Yushun. photos provided to china daily
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fashion statement
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Paper apparel showcased at the closing ceremony of the 47th WorldSkills Competition in Lyon. France, on Sept 15.

‘New style’ wave combines the past and modern
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garden landscapes with designs.
In fabric creation, Goldlion 3388 

employs techniques such as jacquard 
weaving, bum-out printing, and 
three-dimensional embroidery to give 
clothing a unique visual expression.

In addition to advocating sustain­
able design, the new Chinese-style 
brand Tuyue is particularly meticu­
lous in exploring the authenticity of 
culture. Yang Yingying, the founder

cuss the future of this style. 
According to Zhang Wei, vice- 

president of Pop Fashion, one of the 
largest clothing design information 
platforms in China, industry data 
indicates that from January to Octo­
ber 2023, the number of posts relat­
ed to new Chinese style on lifestyle­
sharing platform Xiaohongshu 
increased by 110 percent compared 
to the same period in 2022.
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for giving contemporary twists to tra­
ditional Chinese patterns, adopts 
intangible cultural heritage materi­
als such as Yunjin brocade in its 
designs. It also utilizes traditional 
dyeing techniques and combines 
various embroidery methods.

This season, Hemu draws inspira­
tion from ancient Liangzhu culture, 
an important Neolithic culture from
5,300 to 4,300 years ago in the Yang­
tze River Delta. Alongside earth 
tones and the elegant colors of jade 
as the primary color palette, a hint 
of red is added to pay tribute to the 
ancestral lacquer craftsmanship.

“My designs have drawn inspira­
tion from the Northern Wei Dynas­
ty (386-534) and the Song Dynasty 
(960-1127), but how to present a civ­
ilization from 5,000 years ago and 
integrate it into contemporary aes­
thetics is something we have always 
been contemplating,” says Yang 
Fengrui, the founder and artistic 
director of Hemu.

Goldlion 3388, a fashion and lifes­
tyle brand under the Hong Kong- 
listed Goldlion Group, derives 
inspiration from traditional Chi­
nese architecture and landscape 
paintings. These include the iconic 
“gold” rivet elements inspired by the 
auspicious details commonly found 
in Chinese architecture, as well as 
printed patterns incorporating 
unique Eastern style, interpreting

t L

of Tuyue, says: “By consulting vari­
ous sources and striving to acquire 
as much knowledge background as 
possible, we then contemplate how 
to apply it — whether through 
inheritance or innovation.”

Apart from fashion shows, the 
Oriental-Neo Chinese-Style Show 
Exhibition kicked off at the West 
Bund, along with a forum that 
invites experts and designers to dis-

Left: Zhang Zufang (third from the left) and her team in Lyon, France. Middle and right: Zhang (right) and colleagues make adjustments to the paper apparel before the closing ceremony of the 47th WorldSkills 
Competition in Lyon, photos provided to china daily
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in making the apparel. Sunmao has 
many advantages as it is very flexible. 
With paper pieces of various materials 
and shapes, we could join them to make 
plain and three-dimensional creations, 
so they look light and beautiful,” Zhang 
explains, adding that one piece of a 
paper dress can be the joint of hundreds 
of smaller pieces.

This is not Zhang’s first attempt to 
make paper clothing. In 2013, she was 
invited to create several paper garments 
for TV hosts at Shanghai Media Group. 
However, Zhang still met many new 
challenges in completing the task.

“Unlike the case in 2013, the paper 
apparel we made this time is not static, 
as the models are set to walk, run, dance 
and perform at the ceremony rather 
than standing still and posing. The big­
gest challenge this time was to protect 
the shape and form of the clothing 
throughout long-distance transporta­
tion because paper winkles easily and 
cannot be ironed,” says Zhang.

Zhang’s team comprises over 50 
teachers and students from the College 
of Fashion and Design at Donghua 
University and the School of Design 
and Innovation at the China Academy 
of Art. Assigned this task in late May, 
the team managed to produce 22 sets 
of paper apparel and 10 sets of non-pa- 
per futuristic clothing for the closing 
ceremony.

The team’s efforts and hard work over 
three months paid off in Lyon. The show 
not only impressed global audiences but 
also motivated Zhang’s team.

“I am honored to represent Shanghai 
and my country to participate in the 
world-class event, to show the charm of 
China’s younger generation on a world 
stage. I am very excited and proud,” said 
Xia Kunpeng, an undergraduate stu­
dent majoring in costume design and 
performance at Donghua University, 
after the performance.

Zhang, as the team’s leader and a vet­
eran in the industry for over four dec­
ades, is geared up again for her future. 

“With the application of sunmao in 
the paper clothing, we are paying trib­
ute to ancient Chinese wisdom and 
techniques. I believe the best way to pay 
our respects is to inherit and innovate,” 
says Zhang.

“Hopefully, we can roll out our experi­
ence to the public. I would be more than 
pleased to share about sunmao and pro­
mote traditional Chinese culture to 
more people.”

Meet the latest catwalk trend in 
the ongoing fashion week in Shang­
hai — xinzhongshi — the new Chi­
nese style.

The style of clothing is typically 
defined as seamlessly integrating 
traditional Chinese elements with 
modem designs.

But as this fusion of traditional 
Chinese culture becomes increas­
ingly popular, it is gradually 
prompting the industry to reflect, 
challenging the industry’s transfor­
mation, and seeking new solutions 
to ensure its sustainability.

During the 2025 Spring/Summer 
Shanghai Fashion Week, xinzhong­
shi shows were a dominant factor. 
On Tuesday, emerging fashion 
designer Chen Anqi, in collabora­
tion with the tea brand Chagee, ele­
vated the popularity of the new 
Chinese style through a cross-bor­
der fusion on the runway that 
blends traditional ethnic crafts and 
nomadic styles.

“I believe that China is a magnifi­
cent fusion of diverse cultures. In 
my eyes, the new Chinese style 
embodies the beauty of the nation 
and the world. It represents beauty 
in sharing, with a variety of possibil­
ities. When we work on the new Chi­
nese style, we explore more 
nomadic and primitive elements,” 
says Chen, founder of fashion brand 
Angel Chen.

In addition, Hemu, a brand known
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aper as a clothing fabric lias 
unfolded new possibilities in 
the hands of Shanghai design­
ers as 20 apparel designs made

with paper stunned the world at the 
closing ceremony of the 47th World- 
Skills Competition in Lyon, France.

Zhang Zufang, a 72-year-old professor 
at Donghua University in Shanghai, is 
the lead designer of this paper apparel. 

“I am extremely honored to present 
the results on such a meaningful occa­
sion and die world stage. China is the 
birthplace of paper and I feel proud to 
show the world the strength, culture, 
techniques and innovation of our univer­
sity, Shanghai and China,” says Zhang.

Following China’s triumph at the 
WorldSkills Lyon 2024 competition 
with 36 gold, nine silver and four bronze 
medals, Shanghai is set to host the 48th 
competition in 2026. It is also worth 
noting that Shanghai reaped fruitful 
results at the competition. Eight partici­
pants from the city competed in seven 
events, securing three gold and a 
bronze.

Chinese participants Lu Junwei and 
Xie Huiyuan earned the prestigious 
Albert Vidal Award, recognizing com­
petitors with the highest overall points 
across all skill competitions.

Echoing the remarkable achieve­
ments the Chinese competitors reached, 
Zhang and her team presented an 
astonishing show on Sept 15 with exqui­
site paper apparel that the world had 
seldom seen before.

With paper as the core and “invita­
tion” as the concept, these pieces feature 
a blend of Chinese and Western cultural 
elements, as well as traditional and 
modern techniques, including sunmao 
(mortise-and-tenon) joints, paper cut­
ting, paper folding, laser cutting, lan­
terns, church, pagodas, dragons, irises 
and tiie white magnolia — Shanghai’s 
city flower.

Zhang introduced that Tyvek eco- 
friendly paper and washable kraft paper 
are the main materials used, making 
them light, durable, waterproof, sustain­
able and environmentally friendly.

Instead of using glue or sewing the 
pieces, Zhang’s team skillfully chose tra­
ditional Chinese sunmao joints as the 
main method to make the clothing. Sun­
mao was often used in ancient Chinese 
architecture to connect materials with­
out glue or nails. While different from 
wooden pieces, it has been challenging 
for the design team to implement the 
method.

“We made several experiments and 
adjustments to the techniques we used

While xinzhongshi has emerged 
as a crucial symbol in the Chinese 
fashion industry, the subsequent 
topics that arise need be addressed. 

Zhang suggests that a key chal­
lenge lies in breaking the homogeni­
zation of this style.

“China’s textiles offer a vast realm 
for exploration. Our textile craftsman­
ship is exceptionally refined, encom­
passing intangible cultural heritage 
that provides a rich tapestry of materi­
als and cultural backgrounds,” Zhang 
says. “However, it also confronts chal­
lenges. Preserving the original crafts­
manship of intangible cultural 
heritage materials often gives rise to 
concerns such as cost and production 
cycles. However, China’s modern tex­
tile technology is already among the 
most advanced in the world, so we are 
certain to find a solution.”

Chai Fangjun, chairman of Ding- 
tian Fashion Textile Technology, 
echoed that his company is actively 
engaged in tackling the problem.

“Homogenization arises from the 
difficulty in personalizing fabrics. Bal­
ancing small batches, diverse varie­
ties, personalization, and large-scale 
production poses a paradox,” says 
Chai.

Chai’s company started digitaliza­
tion in 2009 and has achieved the 
ability to quickly create original 
samples. Currently, the company 
boasts 150,000 digital assets that 
can address the majority of ques­
tions from personalized designers 
and support color swaps based on 
these 150,000 samples.

By HE QI
heqi@chinadaily.com.cn

|T

a

Left: Emerging fashion designer Chen Anqi, in collaboration with tea brand Chagee, elevated the 
popularity of the new Chinese style through a cross-border fusion on the runway. Right: Fashion brand 
Hemu draws inspiration from ancient Liangzhu culture, an important Neolithic era from 5,300 to 4,300
years ago in the Yangtze River Delta, photos provided to china daily
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Competition in Fiance sees designers using traditional Chinese 
architectural technique to build innovative apparel, Wang Xin reports
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