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In 2014, on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of die establish­
ment of diplomatic relations 
between our two countries, Fran­
co-Chinese dialogue was struc­
tured around three themes. 

First was a strategic dialogue 
between two permanent mem­
bers of the United Nations Securi­
ty Council based on a shared 
observation: a world of imbalan­
ces and tensions, marked by ris­
ing inequalities, wealth 
concentration, deindustrializa­
tion, trade wars, trade deficits, 
and shrinking middle classes. 

France and China agreed to 
work together to build a more 
equitable and cooperative trade 
order within this context. The two 
countries also developed a joint 
agenda, particularly addressing 
climate and biodiversity, and 
agreed to support efforts to 
resolve an increasing number of 
regional crises.

The second was a high-level 
economic and financial dia­
logue within the framework of 
an increasingly imbalanced 
trade relationship. China is 
France’s second-largest supplier 
and seventh-largest customer, 
representing its largest bilateral 
trade deficit, despite significant 
cross-investments, the presence 
of French companies in China 
and Chinese companies in 
France, and major collabora­
tions in civil nuclear energy, avi­
ation, and the automotive 
industry.

Third was a high-level dia-

logue on human exchanges, 
addressing cooperation in cul­
ture, education, science and 
technology, tourism, sports and 
other areas.

The first two dialogues took 
place remotely in 2020, during 
the pandemic through four 
phone exchanges between 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping.

In 2023, our relations resumed 
— including the high-level dia­
logue on human exchanges — in 
what we in France refer to as “the 
post-COVID world”, a world wit­
nessing the return of war in 
Europe, the Middle East, and else­
where, and the Sino-US confron­
tation.

This is a world where geopoli­
tical tensions, economic and 
technological disputes are multi­
plying, and where the rules that 
traditionally governed relations 
between nations are eroding in 
favor of power dynamics. 

Despite this deteriorating con­
text, President Macron’s visit to 
China in April 2023 resulted in 
the signing of new agreements 
between the two countries in the 
areas of aviation, civil nuclear 
energy, decarbonizing maritime
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UNESCO listing of Badain Jaran a boon 
for tourism, conservation efforts

HERDERS LIVE IN HARMON}7
WITH DESERT OF FIVE WONDERS'

By CUI JIA
cuijia@chinadaily.com.cn

lakes, clear springs and ancient tem­
ples — collectively known as the 
“Five Wonders”

Beyond these attractions, the 
desert is home to other spectacular 
attractions such as Daghtu Lake, a 
pink body of water that owes its 
unusual color to mineral salts.

Animals, particularly camels, flour­
ish in this unlikely sanctuaryandlive in 
harmony with their human handler's. 

“Our roots run deep in this land, 
spanning three generations. Camels 
are our lifeblood, inseparable from 
the essence of the Badain Jaran 
Desert,” said Zhang Jun, Party secre­
tary of Bayin Bo Rige village of Badain 
Jaran town in Alshaa Right Banner.

control internet “choke points”.
Furthermore, it said, there are at 

least seven access sites for tapping 
underwater optical cables spanning 
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. All 
the access sites are operated by the 
US National Security Agency, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the National Cyber Security Centre 
of the United Kingdom.

According to the report, the NSA 
employs a “supply chain” attack 
method that uses advanced US 
information and communication 
technology and products against a 
variety of high-value targets of other 
countries that have high levels of 
protection and are challenging to 
penetrate in cyberspace.

With the cooperation of large 
internet enterprises or equipment 
suppliers in the US, the NSA is able 
to intercept US-made network prod­
ucts purchased by its targets. The 
products will then be unpacked and 
implanted with backdoor malware 
before being repackaged and 
shipped to the various targets, the 
report said.

China Daily Global
©2024 All Rights 
Reserved

Domestic appliance 
makers chart big 
overseas expansion

Hackers from United States 
cyber forces and intelligence agen­
cies disguise themselves like “cha­
meleons” in cyberspace, posing as 
other countries to conduct global 
cyberattacks and espionage opera­
tions, while also pouring dirty 
water on non-US allies like China, 
according to an investigative 
report published on Monday.

The report, titled “Volt Typhoon 
III: A Cyber Espionage and Disin­
formation Campaign Conducted 
by US Government Agencies”, said 
more evidence has shown that 
“Volt Typhoon”, which US politi­
cians, intelligence communities 
and companies have claimed is a 
China-sponsored hacking organi­
zation, was part of a false narra­
tive, promoted by US intelligence 
agencies, that cyberattacks were 
being launched on critical infra­
structure in the US.

The report is the third of its kind 
released by the National Computer 
Virus Emergency Response Center 
and the National Engineering Labo-

sented evidence that US govern­
ment agencies orchestrated and 
hyped up the “Volt Typhoon” 
cyberthreat narrative to secure 
additional funding from the US 
Congress and to bolster the cyber 
infiltration capabilities of US 
intelligence agencies.

The allegation originated from a 
joint advisory by the cybersecurity 
authorities of the US and its “Five 
Eyes” allies — the United Kingdom, 
Australia, Canada and New Zea­
land. The advisory was based on 
information released by US tech 
company Microsoft, which failed to 
provide a detailed analytical process 
for source tracing of the cyberat­
tacks from “Volt Typhoon”, the two 
previous reports said.

In addition, according to the lat­
est report, US intelligence agen­
cies have established a global 
internet surveillance network that 
has generated a large amount of 
high-value intelligence.

The report also said the US has 
long taken advantage of its well-de­
veloped information and communi­
cation technology industry to 
construct internet infrastructure to

President Xi Jinping commend­
ed outgoing Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo for his important 
contributions to promoting die 
friendship between China and the 
Southeast Asian nation.

He made the remarks on Mon­
day during a phone conversation 
with the Indonesian leader, whose 
10-year presidency comes to an 
end on Oct 20.

China is willing to work with 
Indonesia to joindy promote high- 
quality Belt and Road coopera­
tion, ensure the sustainable 
operation of the Jakarta-Bandung 
High-Speed Railway, and create 
more highlights of cooperation to 
better benefit the people of both 
countries, Xi said.

Xi said he is confident that 
Indonesia’s incoming govern­
ment wall continue with a friendly 
policy toward China and keep ele­
vating the China-Indonesia com­
munity with a shared future, a 
consensus reached by him and 
Widodo in 2022.

Xi also expressed China’s read­
iness to work with Indonesia to 
unite Global South countries for 
cooperation and safeguard the 
common interests of developing 
nations, in order to contribute to 
regional and global stability and 
prosperity.

China and Indonesia have wit­
nessed deepening ties and exten­
sive cooperation over the past 
decade. During his term, Widodo 
paid eight visits to China, while Xi 
and he met with each other 12 
times. The Indonesian president

Palestinian residents survey the damage on Monday after an Israeli strike hit temporary accommodations in the courtyard of Al Aqsa Martyrs 
Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip. At least four people were killed in the attack that left dozens of people with severe bums, abdel kareem hana / ap

said he had developed a strong 
personal bond with his Chinese 
counterpart.

Widodo thanked China for its 
contributions to Indonesia’s eco­
nomic development, saying that 
the Jakarta-Bandung High- 
Speed Railway has become a 
prime example of the Belt and 
Road cooperation.

China has been Indonesia’s 
largest trading partner for 11 
consecutive years, while Chinese 
investment in Indonesia has 
continued to grow, with cumula­
tive investments exceeding $52 
billion, according to the Ministry 
of Commerce.

Widodo, who will be succeeded 
by Prabowo Subianto, said he 
believes that under the new gov­
ernment, the China-Indonesia 
relationship will continue to 
thrive.

Subianto visited China in April 
during his first overseas trip after 
winning the presidential election 
in March. He is expected to make 
another trip to China soon after 
taking office this month.

Muhammad Habib, a research­
er at the Department of Interna­
tional Relations of the Centre for 
Strategic and International Stud­
ies in Indonesia, said the two 
countries reached an unprece­
dented peak in bilateral ties under 
Widodo’s presidency.

“(There are) many things we 
can celebrate together — from a 
closer people-to-people connec­
tion to notable strategic projects, 
including the Indonesia Morowa- 
li Industrial Park and the Jakarta- 
Bandung High-Speed Railway,” 
he said.

Xi, Widodo express confidence in future 
of bilateral ties during phone conversation
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eserts are typically associ­
ated with searing heat, 
dryness and inhospitable 

landscapes.
However, the Badain Jaran Desert 

in Alshaa League, Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region, defies these 
conventions. In this vast wilderness 
dotted with sparkling sapphire lakes 
and towering sand dunes, there is an 
unbreakable bond between people 
and the natural environment.

Nestled in the arid expanse of the 
Alashan Plateau in northwestern Chi­
na, the desert, a World Heritage site, 
challenges preconceptions of desolate 
deserts with its vibrant ecosystem.

Badain Jaran Desert is China’s 
second-largest drifting desert and is 
renowned for its distinctive high 
dunes, “singing” sand, clusters of
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A logo of Xpeng can be seen on Monday, the Media Day at the
2024 Paris Auto Show, in Paris, France. Nine Chinese brands 
including BYD and Leapmotor will be unveiling their latest mod­
els atthisyear’s event, benoit tessier / Reuters
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reflects on progress made 
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According to the lat­
est report, the US lias

long deployed cyberwar forces in 
areas surrounding “adversary coun­
tries” to conduct close-in reconnais­
sance and network penetration.

To satisfy those tactical needs, 
US intelligence agencies have 
developed a customized stealth 
toolkit code-named “Marble” to 
cover up their operations, mislead 
attribution analysis and blame 
other countries.

The “Marble” framework has 
the ability to insert strings in vari­
ous languages, such as Chinese, 
Russian, Korean, Persian and Ara­
bic, according to the report. The 
feature is clearly intended to mis­
lead investigators and defame 
countries including China, Russia, 
the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, Iran and Arab countries, 
it said.

In the two previous investiga­
tive reports on “Volt Typhoon” 
published on April 15 and July 8, 
the Chinese technical teams pre-
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By ZHANG WEI 
in Alshaa League, Inner Mongolia 

zhangweil@chinadaily.com.cn
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Desert: UNESCO honor ignites tourism surge
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and develop tourism, we all felt relieved and happy,” 
Alatenggerile said.

“The application marks a positive step forward. The 
influx of tourists brings economic opportunities. Now 
that the application has succeeded we can expect a 
steady flow of visitors, propelling Badain Jaran toward a 
brighter future,” he added with a smile.

In 1956, Zhang’s grandfather settled here, sustaining 
himself through herding animals as he traversed the 
land on foot. By the time Zhang’s father was born in 
1960, camels were the primary mode of transportation. 
For Zhang’s generation, off-road vehicles are today the 
norm for traveling through the desert.

The rapid evolution of transportation in Badain Jaran 
Desert is a great source of pride for Zhang who sees it as 
a reflection of the nation’s progress.

“From our life in the desert, I feel that the country has 
developed very quickly, which makes me particularly 
gratified,” he said.

Top: Su Min Jaran Lake in the Badain Jaran Desert, Alshaa Right Banner. Inner Mongolia autono­
mous region, pictured on Sept 20. zhang wei / china daily AbovezA herder walks with his camel cara­
van in the Badain Jaran Desert, wang zheng / for china daily

Visitors welcome
The inhabitants of Alshaa Right Banner have long 

relied on nomadic herding, and have cultivated a dis­
tinctive culture in the desert

Virtually every haizi (lake) nestled in the Badain Jaran 
Desert serves as a home for herders who tend to camels 
and sheep, creating a picturesque tableau against the 
desert backdrop.

In recent years, with improved transportation, more 
tourists have explored the desert, prompting some of the 
herders to enter the tourism industry.

“Since 2005,13 households have offered homestays. 
Improved transport accessibility has made it easier for 
vehicles to reach us, enhancing travel convenience,” 
Alatenggerile said.

“Significant changes have occurred in our living con­
ditions. Life has improved since 2010, and the herders 
managing homestays are thriving, enjoying increased 
earnings.”

Alatenggerile said when he was young a camel jour­
ney could take up to 15 days. “Nowadays, transportation 
is more convenient,” he said.

During the busy tourist season, Alatenggerile works as 
a guide, which boosts his annual income by 50,000 to 
60,000 yuan ($7,125 to $8,550). “This summer has seen a 
surge in tourist numbers, surpassing the figures of the 
last two years,” he said.

Party official Zhang added: “The successful World Heri­
tage application is a boon for our hometown. The increas­
ing number of tourists lias not only enhanced our quality 
of life but also brought about positive transformations.”

Alatenggerile’s living conditions continue to improve. 
His 15-year-old son is enrolled in school in Alshaa Right 
Banner, where the family has a home.

Zhang said: “We are content. It is crucial to safeguard 
the desert’s resources. Through hard work, I am confi­
dent that we can achieve greater prosperity. This land is 
full of treasures.”

He added that safety is a priority in the desert ‘We also 
urge all travelers to prioritize safety, tailoring their activi­
ties to their physical abilities and health conditions.”

> . . .

Bilutu Peak in the Badain Jaran Desert, Alshaa Right Banner, Inner Mongolia autonomous region 
seen on Sept 21. zhang wei / china daily

Conservation efforts
The local government prioritizes attracting tourists 

while at the same time protecting the ecological ethos 
that underpins tourism development. This approach 
has been a success, with environmental awareness 
among tourists gradually increasing over the years.

“The current state of ecological preservation is com­
mendable. Litter is now a rarity,” said Alatenggerile. “All 
waste is meticulously collected and processed in the 
town. There is a resolute commitment to environmental 
stewardship.”

Zhang said: We have been sustained by the desert’s 
groundwater springs since childhood. The town also 
relies on this water source. The sanctity of the desert 
environment must be upheld at all costs.”

Over the years, China has actively implemented the 
Three-North Shelterbelt Project to combat desertifica­
tion. As a crucial location in the region, Alshaa Right 
Banner has been strongly engaged in efforts to prevent 
the merging of the Badain Jaran and Tengger deserts.

The World Heritage Committee concluded the com­
mitment to controlling desertification in the Badain Jar­
an Desert showcased the deep concern locals have for 
their land, which contributes significantly to the conser­
vation of the site.

The desertification control measures in the Badain 
Jaran Desert have bolstered its appeal and played a key 
role in its successful World Heritage designation.

“The most important safeguard for the Badain Jaran 
Desert is conservation, maintaining its original state,” said 
Dong Zhibao, vice president of Shaanxi Normal University. 

He said there is symbiotic relationship between heri­
tage conservation and desertification control.

“The crux of sand control and desertification preven­
tion in the Badain Jaran Desert lies in halting the ongo­
ing expansion of the desert, safeguarding human 
habitats, and honoring the desert as a vital component 
of Earth’s natural ecosystem.

“By preserving the desert’s original state, we can foster 
a harmonious coexistence between humanity and 
nature,” he said.

e A

Special connection
The desert holds a special place in the hearts of the 

herders who inhabit, protect, and raise their animals in it. 
“Across generations, we have grazed, survived, nur­

tured our kin, earned our livelihoods, upheld our heri­
tage, and treasured these desert plains as our communal 
playgrounds,” said Zhang. “This desert is not just our 
dwelling place, but our legacy. We must care for our land, 
leveraging the expertise of various departments to safe­
guard our resources for future generations.”

Alatenggerile, a veteran herder from Badain Jaran Vil­
lage in Yabulai town, epitomizes the enduring bond 
between the desert and its inhabitants. “Nearly every 
lakeside in the desert hosts herders like us, sustaining 
our livelihoods through the diligent care of camels and 
sheep,” he said.

“As I grow older, I increasingly believe that my home is 
the best place,” Alatenggerile added.

On July 26, following seven years of effort, Badain 
Jaran Desert: Towers of Sand and Lakes was finally 
admitted to the World Heritage List at the 46th session 
of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee held in New 
Delhi, India.

The desert has multiple tall dunes, including the 
Bilutu Peak, the world’s highest such peak with an alti­
tude of more than 1,611 meters and a relative height of 
over 500 meters, according to a People’s Daily report

The tall dunes are what create the desert’s “singing 
sands”, producing a mysterious booming sound when 
the wind blows. The Baoritaolegai area with steep peaks 
and sand dunes of varying heights on the edge of the 
desert is dubbed the “Kingdom of Singing Sands” 
because of its spectacular sounds.

There are 144 crystal-clear lakes nestled between 
dunes, supporting lush vegetation and diverse wildlife 
while creating unique desert landscapes, the report said. 
Natural springs in the desert are famous for their purity. 
The most famous spring water of the desert comes from 
the Yinderitu Lake, which has 108 springs.

Of the desert’s temples, the Badain Jaran Buddhist 
temple built in 1755 is a major landmark and is often 
referred to as the “Forbidden City of the desert”

Benefits of listing
The UNESCO designation sets the stage for further 

exploration of the formation of the desert megadunes 
and the preservation of its interdunal lakes. Notably, the 
interests and needs of local inhabitants were fully consid­
ered during the application process for UNESCO listing. 
The herders’ authentic lifestyle is seen as an indispensa­
ble component of the interconnected desert ecosystem, 
with locals actively involved in conservation efforts.

Preserving natural heritage sites involves not only 
maintaining the integrity of the natural surroundings, 
but also securing their legacy and sustainable use.

In 2023, from June 5 to 11, Professor Kyung Sik Woo 
from the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature conducted on-site assessments in the Badain Jar­
an Desert. During the evaluation, he observed the herds­
men, who have long resided in the region, tending to 
sheep and camels as part of their daily routine.

“Pastoralists’ grazing practices may enhance the natu­
ral landscape, attracting more tourists,” the professor 
said.

“In reality, pastoralists have already become part of 
nature, meaning there won’t be further restrictions on 
their way of life. They have seamlessly integrated with 
nature, and both pastoralists and the environment are 
entities we all need to protect,” he added.

Alatenggerile’s family has lived for generations in 
Badain Jaran Desert, sustaining themselves through 
herding and grazing animals.

“During the World Heritage application process, each 
village organized meetings with the herders, listened to 
our opinions, and addressed our concerns. Once we 
received assurances that we could continue to live here

Clockwise from left: Volunteers from Gansu province help lay sand-barriers in the Badain Jaran 
Desert in October, wang jiang / for china daily Tourists walk through the desert, wang zheng / for china daily 
Camels drink water in a lake of the desert on July 31. bei he / xinhua
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transportation, agri-food, seawa­
ter desalination, and liquefied nat­
ural gas storage. During a visit to 
Guangzhou, Guangdong province, 
the French president inaugurated 
the China-France carbon neutrali­
ty center. A rich program of cul­
tural activities in China, jointly 
organized to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of our diplomatic 
relations, was also announced for 
2024, a year labeled by both gov­
ernments as the Franco-Chinese 
Year of Cultural Tourism. 

In addition to these initiatives, 
following extensive discussions 
between Macron and Xi, a joint 
statement between France and Chi­
na was issued, which serves as the 
roadmap for bilateral relations in 
the coming years. It includes 51 
concrete commitments to strength­
en political dialogue and mutual 
trust, jointly promote global securi­

ty and stability, enhance economic 
exchanges, reinforce human and 
cultural exchanges, and jointly 
address global challenges. A few 
months later, the two sides signed a 
framework document on establish­
ment of maritime and aerial coop­
eration and dialogue mechanism 
between the Southern Theater of 
the People’s Liberation Army and 
the French forces’ command in the 
Asia-Pacific zone, now a region of 
multiple confrontations. 

These directions were further 
reinforced by President Xi’s visit to 
France in May of this year, during 
which he stated at the State dinner 
at the Elysee Palace: “The world 
today is experiencing changes and 
turbulence. The Ukraine crisis and 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict continue 
unabated. Economic recovery lacks 
momentum. Global challenges such 
as climate change are becoming 
tougher to tackle. Both being per­
manent members of the UN Securi­

The author is president of the Fed­
eration of Franco-Chinese Associ­
ations and vice-president of the 
New Franco-Chinese Institute. The 
views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

ty Council, China and France are 
duty-bound to shoulder greater 
responsibilities.”

“(President Macron and I) We 
agreed to stay tine to our countries’ 
original aspiration when forging 
the diplomatic relations six decades 
ago, deepen the high-level mutual 
trust and cooperation, and 
strengthen communication and 
coordination on major internation­
al issues, to jointly inject hope into 
a confused world and explore the 
way forward for human progress.” 

Like die SVOM space observato­
ry, the new Franco-Chinese satellite 
launched in June 2024, the man­
agement of our bilateral relation­
ship must reach new heights. What 
is its future in a world where Chi­
na’s Belt and Road Initiative and 
die United States’ Free and Open 
Indo-Pacific Strategy are at odds? It 
also depends on the latter (the US), 
with whom France is allied but not 
fully aligned — as evidenced by

France’s refusal to join the AUKUS 
alliance. Equally important is its 
reliance on the European Union, 
whose relations with China are 
strained, with discussions of 
“de-risking” and even economic 
and technological “decoupling’: 

One certainty remains: in this 
post-COVID world, a world full of 
dangers, beyond the differences of 
our political systems, the distance 
between our cultures, and the num­
ber of our short-term disagree­
ments, the Franco-Chinese dialogue 
will remain more important than
ever. So that between our two coun­
tries, knowledge and conversation 
will always prevail over satire and 
blame.

The method is usually used in 
attack operations against other 
countries’ telecommunication and 
network operators. Wien the NSA 
gains control of the targeted tele­

compromised by the NSA with the 
“supply chain” attack method. As a 
result, the telephone calls and inter­
net activities of the victims were 
tracked by the NSA in real time.

Such an extensive surveillance pro­
gram requires a substantial annual 

1

‘Volt Typhoon” operation.
Chinese Foreign Ministry' spokes­

woman Mao Ning said on Monday 
that the report has further exposed 
some “shocking” facts.

Those facts have made people see 
who is the biggest threat to global 

budget, and with the explosive growtii 
of internet data, the demand for fund­
ing is bound to rise, the report said, 
adding that this is one of the main rea­
sons that the US government, in col­
laboration with its intelligence 
agencies, devised and promoted the 

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan@chinadaily.com.cn

China looks forward to working with
Pakistan to boost traditional friendship

cybersecurity, Mao said. The US gov­
ernment has decided to turn a blind 
eye to reports on the issue while con­
tinuing to spread the false “Volt 
Typhoon” cyberthreat narrative, and 
the US should stop smearing China in 
the name of cybersecurity, she added.

trillion yuan. Its trade value with 
over 160 countries and regions con­
tinued to grow during this period, 
said Wang Lingjun, vice-minister of 
the administration.

Speaking at a news conference in 
Beijing, Wang said that with the 
continued efforts of both existing 
and new policies, positive factors 
supporting foreign trade growth are 
accumulating, providing a solid 
foundation and support for the sta­
ble growth of exports and imports in 
the fourth quarter.

Lyu Daliang, director of the 
administration’s department of sta­
tistics and analysis, said that China’s 
global market share has notably 
increased across a variety of prod­
ucts — from household appliances 
to vessels — demonstrating the sus­
tained resilience of its exports.

Luo Junjie, executive vice-presi­
dent of the Beijing-based China 
Machinery Industry Federation, 
said that Chinese companies had 
previously relied heavily on custom­
er demand to drive production, 
making them relatively passive in 
market competition.

Now, with accumulated capital 
and technology, they are eager to 
showcase their innovation and tech­
nological strengths, using digital 

of China’s exports during the Janu­
ary-September period benefits the 
country’s economic growth for the 
whole year,” said Su Qingyi, a senior 
researcher at the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences’ institute of world 
economics and politics.

“However, given the global eco­
nomic and geopolitical environ­
ment, China’s exports still face 
numerous challenges,” said Su. 
“While domestic macroeconomic 
policies are actively promoting the 
recovery of effective demand, addi­
tional support measures for ensur­
ing export growth need to be further 
developed.”

Zhejiang Apollo Sports Technology 
Co, a motorcycle manufacturer in 
Jinhua, Zhejiang province, will 
launch its latest electric motorbike at 
the 136tii session of the China Import 
and Export Fair, or Canton Fair, 
which will be held in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong province, from Tuesday 
to Nov 4.

“From vehicle design and parts 
manufacturing to body strength, we 
have comprehensively upgraded 
our products, with emerging mar­
kets and cross-border e-commerce 
being our primary focuses this 
year,” said Ying Er, the company’s 
chairman.

As Premier Li Qiang arrived in 
Islamabad, Pakistan, on an offi­
cial visit on Monday, China and 
Pakistan signed a series of cooper­
ation documents and celebrated 
the completion of a new interna­
tional airport, marking the latest 
progress in their joint efforts to 
build the Belt and Road.

The visit, which runs through 
Thursday, is Li’s first trip to the 
South Asian nation as Chinese 
premier. It highlights the 
exchange of visits achieved by Li 
and Pakistani Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif in just four 
months, as Sharif made a visit to 
China in June.

Analysts said that Li’s visit 
shows the great importance China 
attaches to the development of 
China-Pakistan relations and its 
strong support for the new Paki­
stani administration.

The two sides are actively 
implementing the important con­
sensus reached by the leaders of 
the two countries, and the rela­
tionship is running at a high level, 
they added.

Li arrived in the Pakistani capi­
tal after concluding visits to Laos 
and Vietnam, and Sharif held a 
welcoming ceremony for him 
before their talks.

Through this trip, China looks 
forward to working with the Paki­
stani side to advance the tradition­
al friendship, strengtiien strategic 
communication, and build on the 
region’s peace and stability, For­
eign Ministry spokeswoman Mao 
Ning said on Monday.

Beijing aims to “promote the 
high-quality construction of the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corri­
dor, deepen and expand all- 
around cooperation, and ensure 
the security of Chinese personnel, 
projects and institutions in Paki­
stan” she said.

Over the past 11 years, die CPEC 
— as part of die two nations’ 
efforts in co-building the Belt and 
Road — has brought a total of 
$25.4 billion in direct investment 
to Pakistan and created 236,000 
jobs. It has helped Pakistan add 
510 kilometers to its highways and 
886 kilometers to its core grid, 
according to the Chinese embassy 
in Pakistan.

After their talks on Monday, Li 
and Sharif attended the comple­

tion ceremony of New Gwadar 
International Airport, located in 
the port city of Gwadar in soutii- 
western Pakistan.

The construction of the airport, a 
flagship CPEC project, started in 
2019. It is scheduled to open for 
operation by the end of the year, 
according to CAAC News, a news­
paper affiliated with the Civil Avia­
tion Administration of China.

The new facility will help fur­
ther improve Pakistan’s airport 
network, develop the country’s 
integrated transportation, and 
improve local transportation con­
ditions as well as the investment 
environment there, the newspa­
per said.

Later this week, the Chinese 
premier will attend the 23rd 
Meeting of the Council of Heads 
of Government of Member States 
of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization in Islamabad.

He will engage in an in-depth 
exchange of views with the leaders 
of the participating countries on 
the implementation of the consen­
suses reached during the SCO sum­
mit held in July in Astana, 
Kazakhstan, and on advancing the 
practical cooperation of the group. 

“China is confident that the 
meeting will achieve positive out­
comes and provide more assist­
ance to the security, stability and 
development of regional coun­
tries,” said Mao, the Foreign Minis­
try spokeswoman.

Both China and Pakistan are 
members of the SCO and part of 
the Global South. China has 
assumed the rotating presidency 
ofthe SCO for 2024-25.

Analysts noted that Pakistan 
was among the first group of non­
founding countries to join the 
SCO, and plays an increasingly 
important role in the organization. 

On Sunday, speaking with local 
media representatives, Chinese 
Ambassador to Pakistan Jiang 
Zaidong said, “We are ready to 
strengthen solidarity and expand 
cooperation with various coun­
tries including Pakistan.”

Beijing is ready to strengthen 
cooperation in areas such as poli­
tics, security, the economy and cul­
ture, promote the building of a 
closer SCO community with a 
shared future, and make new con­
tributions to the growth of the 
Global South and the prosperity of 
the countries in this region, the 
ambassador added.

com network operator’s system, it is 
able to monitor the target’s cell­
phone communication content. In 
tiie attack against Northwestern 
Polytechnical University in Xi’an, 
Shaanxi province, the internet ser­
vice provider located in China was 

Two railway carriages of a Cairo-bound passenger train can be 
seen partially submerged in an irrigation canal after a locomotive 
crashed into the train's tail on Sunday in southern Egypt. The col­
lision occurred in the province of Minya, 270 kilometers south of 
Cairo, killing at least one person and injuring multiple others, ap

Comet C/2023 A3 (Tsuchinshan-ATLAS) can be seen shortly after sunset on Sunday over Fisherman’s Walk pier as two men fish in Tybee 
Island, Georgia, the United States. The comet, which passes by Earth every 60,000 to 80,000 years, made its closest pass to the Earth on 
Saturday. The comet will be most clearly visible in mid-October until it starts to fade from view by Nov 7. sam wolfe / Reuters

ri

China’s foreign trade will main­
tain its steady growth for the 
remainder of the year, supported by 
the strong performance from Janu­
ary to September, government offi­
cials and exporters said on Monday. 

Aside from upgrading their 
products, broadening sales chan­
nels in emerging markets and 
building factories in countries and 
regions involved in the Belt and 
Road Initiative, Chinese companies 
are increasingly leveraging tech­
nologies and new foreign trade for­
mats — including big data and 
cross-border e-commerce — to 
form new competitive advantages, 
they said.

Despite the current slowdown in 
global economic growth and the rise 
of protectionism and unilateralism, 
China’s foreign trade grew 5.3 per­
cent year-on-year to 32.33 trillion 
yuan ($4.57 trillion) in the first three 
quarters, with its exports increasing
6.2 percent on a yearly basis, statis­
tics from the General Administra­
tion of Customs show.

The country’s foreign trade hit a 
record high in the first three quar­
ters, with each quarter exceeding 10 

By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn

and green concepts to shape the 
market’s future direction, Luo said. 

“This shift has enabled them, espe­
cially those from tech-intensive green 
product and intermediate goods sec­
tors, to take a proactive stance in 
overseas markets,” he added.

Jiangsu You’ao Intelligent Tech­
nology Co, a household appliance 
manufacturei' based in Changzhou, 
Jiangsu province, has been heading 
in that direction. It recently sent 
several shipments of smart air con­
ditioners to foreign markets.

Highlighting that these air condi­
tioners feature WiFi connectivity, Xu 
Chuangang, the company’s vice- 
president, said that appliance instal­
lations usually incur high 
installation fees in overseas markets, 
but the company’s plug-and-play 
integrated ah conditioners offer 
advantages in both cost-effectiveness 
and convenience.

The company saw its export value 
soar 24 percent year-on-year to 810 
million yuan in the first eight 
months, customs data shows.

China’s exports of electromechani­
cal products rose 8 percent year-on- 
year to 11.03 trillion yuan, accounting 
for 59.3 percent of the country’s total 
exports, according to GAC data. 

“Overall, the strong performance 
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By CAO DESHENG in Changchun 

caodesheng@chinadaily.cmn.cn

will provide more financial and 
technical support to the develop­
ing countries.

Under the theme of “Responsive 
Evaluation: For Government, For 
Inclusion, For the Future” over 500 
representatives from over 100 coun­
tries will engage in in-depth discus­
sions on key topics such as building 
robust evaluation systems, inclusive 
evaluation frameworks and future- 
driven evaluation systems and 
methodologies.

Isabelle Mercier, director of the 
UNDP Independent Evaluation 
Office, said she believed that evalua­
tion is not just a tool, but also an 
essential pillar of effective govern­
ance.

Noting governance is part of the 
core mandate of the UNDP, Mercier 
said that the organization plays a 

By DU JUAN 
dujiMn@chinadaily.cmn.cn

ever-evolving world, said Venera­
ble Master Minghai, vice-president 
of the Buddhist Association of Chi­
na, at a news conference ahead of 
the forum on Monday in Ningbo. 

The forum will include one main 
seminar and several side discus­
sions on topics such as the wisdom 
of inclusiveness in Buddhism, the 
digitalization of Buddhist scrip­
tures and the charm of Buddhist 
art. The talks will be held both off­
line and online to increase partici­
pation in die dialogue.

The forum will serve as a diverse 
and dynamic platform to delve into 
die cultural essence, ideological 
significations and contemporary

The remarks were made at the 
opening ceremony of the 2024 
National Evaluation Capacities 
Conference on Monday. The confer­
ence, held in China for the first 
time, was co-hosted by the China 
International Development Coop­
eration Agency, the United Nations 
Development Programme and the 
Global Evaluation Initiative from 
Sunday to Friday in Yanqing dis­
trict, Beijing.

Achim Steiner, administrator of 
die UNDP, said that evaluation is 
integral to an ever-improving way of 
managing development.

Co-hosting the conference with 
China is a tremendous opportunity 
to connect the expertise of a global 
community with rapidly evolving 
experience and expertise in China, 
Steiner said.

By ZHOU JIN
zhoujin@chinadaily.comen

Spreading peace, development 
and prosperity around the world 
are common pursuit for Buddhists 
and all humanity. This shared 
vision will be illustrated at the Sixth 
World Buddhist Forum, which 
begins on Tuesday at Mount Xue- 
dou in Ningbo, Zhejiang province.

Themed “Hand in Hand for 
Coexistence”, the tiiree-day event 
will be attended by some 800 par­
ticipants from 72 countries and 
regions which aim to seek consen­
sus and practical approaches to 
address global challenges in an

By LIN QI and CHEN YE 
in Ningbo, Zhejiang

very important role in helping coun­
tries strengthen decision-making 
through evaluative evidence.

Responsive evaluations involve 
not only the leaders and policymak­
ers, but also the implementer, the 
civil society and especially the peo­
ple with the highest stake in the out­
comes, she said.

Carmen Nonay, director of the 
Finance, Private Sector, Infrastruc­
ture and Sustainable Development 
Department at the Independent 
Evaluation Group of the World 
Bank, emphasized the need to har­
ness new data, technology and 
methods that would improve the 
rigor, quality and the usefulness of 
evaluations.

“By using tools like artificial intel­
ligence or just special analysis, we 
can answer complex questions with 
greater efficiency, and we can bring 
more precision and push evaluation 
practices into a new dimension in 
tiie future,” she said.

with other countries, engaging in 
extensive exchanges and coopera­
tion with developed nations and 
multilateral organizations like the 
UN. The country is also helping 
developing countries improve their 
governance through development 
cooperation projects and training 
workshops, he added.

China is willing to take a more 
active part in the UN-led review of 
global governance, listen more to 
tiie voices of the Global South, and 
actively respond to their aspirations 
and expectations, he said.

China would like to continue 
strengthening cooperation with 
developing countries in evalua­
tion, he said, adding that he hopes 
that developed countries and 
international organizations, 
including financial institutions, 

hosted by the International 
Department of the Communist 
Party of China, and the Party com­
mittees of the Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region and tiie prov­
inces of Liaoning, Jilin and Hei­
longjiang. More than 200 leaders 
of political parties from over 50 
countries, foreign envoys in China 
and foreign business representa­
tives attended the event

Hussain bin Ibrahim Al Ham- 
madi, ambassador of tiie United 
Arab Emirates to China, said that 
the strategy of revitalizing North­
east China is committed to ensur­
ing that no region is left behind on 
the path toward modernization 
while addressing imbalances in 
development and promoting com­
prehensive and shared growth.

He was impressed by the 
remarkable changes made in Chi­
na’s strategy of coordinated 
regional development in the 
northeast region, including huge

tient beings, espouse Buddhism 
and embody compassion.

Ningbo is a vital port along the 
southeastern coast of China 
where agriculture meets aquacul­
ture. As one of the key ports of the 
Maritime Silk Road, it is also a 
gateway for the Chinese to con­
duct exchanges with the world.

The long and rich history of 
Ningbo is vividly exemplified by 
its cultural resources, including 
centuries-old temples such as the 
Xuedou Temple, which is situated 
at Mount Xuedou.

Officials from China and interna­
tional organizations underscored 
on Monday the critical role of evalu­
ation in addressing global govern­
ance challenges, calling for 
enhanced international cooperation 
to achieve the United Nations 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Develop­
ment.

The path toward achieving tiie 
UN’s Sustainable Development 
Goals has faced significant challen­
ges, and all nations are seeking 
peace, stability and development 
more than ever, they said, adding 
that public policy evaluation has 
become a crucial tool for enhancing 
governance and ensuring the effec­
tiveness of the policies.

J

“We hope that our collaboration 
with China and the CIDCA will actu­
ally enable us to help many coun­
tries rapidly develop systems that 
are both from China’s point of view 
and our point of view, that are cen­
tral to successful and efficient devel­
opment,” he said.

Xiao Jie, vice-chairman of the 
Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress, China’s top legis­
lature, said at the opening ceremony 
that tiie nation is willing to continue 
working hand in hand with all par­
ties under tiie framework of the 
Global Development Initiative, lev­
eraging key functions of evaluation 
to provide strong support and effec­
tive guarantees for national and 
global development.

Xiao noted that China has been 
sharing its development experience 

People practice a ribbon dragon dance under the Drum Tower in
Beijing on Saturday, cheng gong / for china daily

Foreign political party leaders 
and diplomatic envoys have com­
mended the country’s strategy of 
revitalizing Northeast China 
amid efforts to comprehensively 
promote Chinese modernization, 
and they expressed hope that 
such an ambitious plan will bring 
about more opportunities for 
cooperation.

They made the remarks on Mon­
day while participating in a themat­
ic briefing series, called “The Stories 
of the Communist Party of China — 
Achievements of Northeast China 
in Practicing Xi Jinping Thoughton 
Socialism with Chinese Character­
istics for a New Era” in Changchun, 
capital of Jilin province.

Monday’s briefing, themed 
“Striving for New Breakthroughs 
in the Full Revitalization of 
Northeast China,” was jointly 

er preserve their historical essence 
while adapting them for modern liv­
ing,” said Tan Tao, a designer with 
the Tsinghua Tongheng Urban Plan­
ning and Design Institute.

Designers have carefully traced 
the cultural significance of each 
house and alley, updating and reno­
vating them to align with contempo­
rary lifestyles, with the guiding 
principle to restore the old while 
embracing the new.

“Look at my courtyard now — 
smooth ground, renovated houses 
and motion-sensor lights. It’s so 
much better than before,” said Fan 
Laiyou, a longtime resident in the 
hutong. “I often invite friends over 
to enjoy the beautiful views of the 
Drum Tower and Bell Tower from 
my home.”

Since the completion of tiie reno­
vations over the years, many idle 
courtyard spaces have emerged in 
Zhonglouwan Hutong. The local 
government has transformed these 
spaces, converting some into offices 
or businesses, while others have 
been repurposed for new industries, 
creating more public sendee areas 
for the community.

For example, one of the court­
yards has become a mini firefight­
ing station to protect the residents 
and cultural heritage sites nearby, 
and another was changed into a 
nursing home for tiie elderly, one of 
the first 80 such care centers built in 
Beijing.

‘Through these renovation pro­
jects, Zhonglouwan Hutong and the 
surrounding community have grad­
ually become a vibrant, fully func­
tional and charming 
neighborhood,” said Zhang Yu, head 
of the urban management office of 
Andingmen subdistrict, where the 
hutong is located.

In 2023, Zhonglouwan Hutong 
was recognized as one of Beijing’s 
“10 Most Beautiful Hutong’, draw­
ing more tourists eager to explore its 
unique culture and charm.

The transformation of a single 
hutong reflects the broader progress 
of backstreet management across 
tiie city.

As part of Beijing’s three-year 
action plan (2023-25) for improving 
backstreets and alleys, the city aims 
to enhance 5,393 alleys, including 
areas neglected due to demolition 
delays. This year, 2,114 alleys are 
slated for makeovers. Of these, 1,598 
had been renovated by tiie end of 
August, achieving a 75.6 percent 
completion rate, according to the 
city government.

value of Buddhism, featuring exhi­
bitions, music performances and 
ceremonies.

Minghai said it will be a dia­
logue “to engage not only Bud­
dhists but also all members of the 
world to communicate on ways of 
interaction to improve relations 
between people, and between peo­
ple and nature, so as to realize har­
monious coexistence”.

The World Buddhist Forum was 
first held in 2006 in Hangzhou 
and Zhoushan, both in Zhejiang. 
It aims to serve as an equal, 
diverse and open platform of 
high-level dialogue for those who 
cherish the world, care for all sen-

A pet owner waits with 
dogs to participate in the 
pet model auditions for 
the Third Shanghai Pet 
Fashion Week in Shang­
hai on Sunday. The 
event, set to take place 
from Oct 25 to 27 at the 
Shanghai Fashion Cen­
ter, focuses on promoting 
the development of Chi­
na’s pet industry and cre­
ating the next "trend" in 
the pet fashion sector. 
YIN LIQIN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

year, President Xi Jinping con­
vened a key meeting on striving 
for the full revitalization of North­
east China in the new era. He 
urged the region to deepen reform 
and opening-up to blaze a path of 
high-quality and sustainable 
development with more coura­
geous and concrete actions.

Rinchinnyam Amaijargal, 
former prime minister of Mongo­
lia and vice-chairman of the Mon­
golian Democratic Party, said that 
the Northeast region serves as an 
important gateway for China’s 
opening-up to Northeast Asia, 
and the continued development 
and further opening-up of the 
region will bring new opportuni­
ties for economic and trade coop­
eration.

Amaijargal said he is happy to 
see the deepening comprehensive 
strategic partnership between 
Mongolia and China.

“The economic cooperation 
between our two countries is 
expected to make significant con­
tributions to the development of 
China’s Northeast region,” he said.

11

“This area is really beautiful with 
so many old buildings, and the 
atmosphere here is really chill and 
relaxed,” said Arnold Geels, a tourist 
from the Netherlands who encoun­
tered local seniors playing shuttle­
cock on Saturday morning in a 
community park in front of tiie 
Drum Tower.

“It’s my first time and first day in 
China,” he said. “The Drum and Bell 
towers are our first site during our 
seven-day China tour. I love ancient 
buildings, and it’s cool to see locals 
are living a peaceful life in the 
ancient buildings here. The weather 
is great, too!”

However, like other old neighbor­
hoods in Beijing’s historic core, 
Zhonglouwan Hutong had various 
problems, including dilapidated 
buildings, illegal structures, limited 
parking and cramped living spaces 
that made life uncomfortable for 
residents and visits messy for tour­
ists.

“Based on the functional role of 
tiie city’s core area and its current 
conditions, we’ve explored ways to 
improve the urban environment, 
from streets and alleys to entire 
blocks, creating a three-dimension­
al space that includes scenic corri­
dors,” said Wang Tao, deputy 
director of the Dongcheng district’s 
urban management commission.

Since the citywide environmental 
improvement initiative for streets 
and alleys in 2018, Dongcheng has 
focused on meeting residents’ needs 
by upgrading power, telecommuni­
cations, lighting, drainage and 
roads in Zhonglouwan Hutong. 
These measures have enhanced 
public spaces, highlighted the area’s 
cultural heritage and made life 
more comfortable for locals. 

“We’re not trying to restore the 
hutong to a specific period, but rath­

It
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investments in developing emerg­
ing industries such as biotechnol- 

renewable energy and 
infrastructure construction, the 
ambassador said.

“The development achieve­
ments we are witnessing in China 
today fully reflect tiie unremitting 
efforts of the Communist Party of 
China in promoting the all-around 
development of the people and 
ensuring that all people can share 
in the fruits of development,” he 
said.

China’s northeastern region, 
comprising Liaoning, Jilin, Hei- 
longj iang and part of Inner Mongo­
lia, has been an integral part of the 
country’s industrial backbone for 
decades.

However, in recent years, the 
region has faced economic challen­
ges, including declining heavy 
industries and a shrinking popula­
tion. The revitalization of China’s 
northeastern region has been a 
long-standing priority for the Chi­
nese government.

During an inspection tour in 
Heilongjiang in September last

Primped
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Hutong, street upgrades 
help bridge traditional,
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After years of comprehensive ren­
ovations, tiie old neighborhoods 
surrounding Beijing’s centuries-old 
landmarks have been revitalized, 
bridging traditional and modern liv­
ing while becoming part of a popu­
lar tourist route.

Zhonglouwan Hutong, located 
near Beijing’s iconic Drum Tower 
and Bell Tower in Dongcheng dis­
trict, is the closest hutong to Bei­
jing’s Central Axis, the newly 
recognized UNESCO World Heri­
tage Site. With a rich history, the tra­
ditional alley has attracted tourists 
from around the world eager to 
experience the authentic “Beijing 
life”

J
4 JIM

Country strives to ensure no region left 
behind on the path to modernization

*

strategy in Northeast China

XX
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Key facilities enable scientific advancement
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Highlights of the completion of China’s large scientific facilities

YAN DONGJIE

Dedication to science heralds nation s progress
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-1986: China Remote Sensing Satellite 

Ground Station, a system for receiving, 
processing, archiving and distributing 

various remote sensing satellite data. 
-1988: Beijing Electron Positron Collid­

er, China's first high-energy accelerator.
- 2001: ShenGuang-ll Laser Facility, 

one of the few high-energy fusion lasers 

internationally.
- 2007: Experimental Advanced Super­

conducting Tokamak, the world's first 
such device, known as the "artificial sun”

- 2009: Large Sty Area Multi-Object

Fiber Spectroscopy Telescope, a new type 

of optical astronomical telescope with a 
large field of view and large aperture.

- 2010: Shanghai Synchrotron Radia­
tion Facility, a third-generation medium­

energy synchrotron facility.

- 2015: Marine research vessel Science. 
China's first comprehensive scientific 

research vessel with independent intel­
lectual property rights and deep-sea 

exploration and research capabilities.
- 2016: Five-hundred-meter Aperture 

Spherical Radio Telescope, the world's

largest and most sensitive single-aper­

ture radio telescope.
- 2018: China Spallation Neutron 

Source. China’s first and the world's 
fourth spallation neutron source.

- 2020, Shanghai Soft X-ray Free-Elec­
tron Laser User Facility, China's first X-ray 
coherent light source.

- 2023: Large High Altitude Air Shower 

Observatory, the world's highest-altitude, 
largest-scale and most sensitive cosmic 
ray detection facility.

f we were to ask students in a primary 
school what they aspire to be in the 
future, many would likely mention 
being a scientist. In China, scientists

are among the most coveted dream profes­
sions for children.

I, too, once echoed this sentiment, drawn 
to a career that directly impacts society’s 
advancement. While I ultimately became a 
reporter covering science and technology — 
perhaps not too distant from my initial 
dream — I’ve had tire privilege of engaging 
with numerous scientists through my work. 

Some of these individuals have devoted 
decades to a particular field, earning pres­

tigious accolades both in China and inter­
nationally. Yet, the quintessential image of 
a scientist often involves repetitive experi­
ments conducted thousands of times in a 
lab or prolonged periods spent watching 
data on a computer.

Science isn’t always glamorous; more 
often, it’s characterized by solitude,

responsible for receiving and processing sat­
ellite data — I learned of die station director’s 
relocation to Kashgar in the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region 17 years prior. 

Initially' devoid of electricity' and running 
water, he and his colleagues had to erect 
fences around their dormitory for safety. 

Today, with state-of-the-art facilities 
established, scientists at the station can 
analyze vast amounts of data transmitted by' 
various satellites launched by China. This 
data includes crucial information on Earth’s 
surface resources, global urban develop­
ment, climate change and national security. 

While the significance of this work is 
undeniable, the daily routine often involves 
monitoring data on screens and machines 
around the clock in shifts, a task that can be 
monotonous and routine when broken

down into individual responsibilities. 
One of the station’s laser communication 

ground stations is situated at an altitude 
exceeding 5,000 meters near the China-Ta­
jikistan border. As I shared instant noodles 
with the scientists in their dormitory, sur­
rounded by snow-capped mountains after 
hours of driving from the city, I began to 
grasp the essence of their experiences. 

Following our meal, the scientists proudly 
presented the other fruits of their labor, 
actual fruits grown and harvested back on 
the Kashgar campus, noting that hundreds 
of fruit trees had been planted there over the 
past decade.

This act encapsulates their ability to find 
joy amid challenges. I enjoyed the fruits of 
their labor, just as the world enjoys the 
achievements of science.

demanding patience and unwavering dedi­
cation, particularly in fundamental 
research. Several esteemed scientists, 
including Jian Zhimin and Guo Huadong, 
both members of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, have emphasized the necessity of 
perseverance and commitment to one’s 
original aspirations, even in the face of 
years of seemingly fruitless endeavors. 

Many major scientific facilities are situated 
in remote suburbs or even mountainous 
regions far from urban centers. During a visit 
to the Kashgar Ground Station of the Aero­
space Information Research Institute — one 
of the country's five domestic ground stations

By YAN DONGJIE
yandongjie@chinadaily.com.cn
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while also integrating theoretical research with sci­
entific experiments.”

In March 1981, scientists from the CAS met with 
physicists Tsung-Dao Lee and Wolfgang K. H. Pan- 
ofsky, the director of the Stanford Linear Accelera­
tor Center in the US, to discuss the construction of 
tiie Beijing Electron-Positron Collider, which was 
unanimously considered the best development plan 
at the time.

After years of exploration, the collider was com­
pleted in 1988. Deng Xiaoping, China’s late leader, at 
the inauguration ceremony, said, “Whether in the 
past, present, or future, China must develop its own 
high technology and occupy a place in the world of 
high technology.”

Wang Yifang, the current director of the Institute of 
High Energy Physics, reflected: “Looking back, con­
structing the Beijing Electron-Positron Collider was the 
best choice at the time. It allowed China’s high-energy 
physics to take a place in the international high-eneigy 
physics field, cultivated a team with international stan­
dards, and also promoted the construction of other 
large scientific facilities in the country”

The Beijing Electron-Positron Collider served 
dual purposes, and based on it, the Beijing Synchro­
tron Radiation Facility, the first generation synchro­
tron radiation light source, was built

Soon after, in 1990, the second-generation syn­
chrotron radiation light source, the Hefei Synchro­
tron Radiation Source, was built. Subsequently, in 
2009, the medium-energy third-generation syn­
chrotron radiation facility, the Shanghai Synchro­
tron Radiation Facility, was completed.

The fourth-generation synchrotron radiation light 
source, the High Energy Photon Source, located in Bei- 
jing’s Huairou Science City, is expected to be fully oper­
ational by the end of next year.

Once completed, it will be China’s first high-ener­
gy light source and one of the brightest fourth-gener­
ation synchrotron radiation facilities in the world, 
emitting light 1 trillion times brighter than the sun, 
according to the Institute of High Energy Physics, 
which is part of the CAS.

ver the past 75 years, China’s develop­
ment of key scientific facilities has 
advanced in leaps and bounds, most nota­
bly in the past several decades as the Chi­

nese economy and technological capacity have 
accelerated at great speed.

A key component of these facilities has been tech­
nologies that have enabled Chinese scientists to look 
deeper and deeper into the unknown.

Light allows us to see objects, while X-rays help us 
see tiie essence of things. X-rays with higher bright­
ness can allow us to “see” the microstructures inside 
materials more clearly. Therefore, obtaining X-ray 
light sources with higher brightness is a goal tirelessly 
pursued by scientists.

“The synchrotron radiation light source that pro­
duces high-brightness X-rays is like a super micro­
scope that helps researchers see what is happening 
inside materials at the molecular and atomic levels,” 
said Tai Renzhong, vice-president of the Shanghai 
Advanced Research Institute of the Chinese Acade­
my of Sciences.

The brightness of X-rays from synchrotron radiation 
can be billions of times higher than ordinary X-rays. By 
using such light for experiments, scientists have been 
able to better understand approximately 70 percent of 
the known biological macromolecular structures in 
the world such as proteins, DNAand viruses. 

“As we advance certain industries, including super 
fibers, advanced engineering materials, energy catal­
ysis, new energy batteries and other key technolo­
gies, understanding what is happening internally is 
crucial for solving bottlenecks,” said Tai, who is also 
deputy manager of the Shanghai Synchrotron Radi­
ation Facility, explaining why these large synchro­
tron facilities are widely recognized worldwide.

As the first third-generation synchrotron radia­
tion light source on the Chinese mainland, the 
Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility has the 
highest number of users and output of any large sci­
entific facility in China. In its 15 years of operation, it 
has been used by more than 60,000 researchers 
from nearly 700 research institutions and compa­
nies, supporting over 20,000 projects.

A key project being undertaken is the X-ray brain 
imaging research being conducted at the Shanghai 
Synchrotron Radiation Facility. It is expected to com­
plete the first mesoscale neural connectivity map of 
the human brain in about three years, providing a 
breakthrough research tool for neuroscience.

The Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility has 
34 beamlines and 46 experimental stations open to 
users, catering to cutting-edge basic research in mul­
tidisciplinary fields such as life sciences, materials sci­
ence and medicine, according to the Shanghai 
Advanced Research Institute.

It has become a significant technological infra­
structure with the highest number of beamlines, 
widest coverage of energy range and most diverse 
experimental methods among third-generation 
medium-energy synchrotron radiation facilities 
worldwide, the institute said.

Gao Fu, a renowned Chinese immunologist and 
microbiologist who is an academician of the Chi­
nese Academy of Sciences has nothing but praise for 
the facility.

“The Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility lias 
played a significant role in my scientific research, the 
transformation of scientific research results into tech­
nology' and the conversion of technology into prod­
ucts. From my research on emerging infectious 
diseases and immunology, it has played a very impor­
tant role in China’s scientific development in the 21st 
century? he said.

In June 1962, Derek John de Solla Price, a scientist 
from the United States, proposed the concept of “big 
science” The characteristics of big science include 
grand goals, massive investments and interdisciplinary' 
collaboration. Big scientific facilities are essential infra­
structure for contemporary scientific development, 
reflecting a country’s or region’s research capabilities. 

China’s construction of large scientific facilities can 
be traced back to the late 1970s with the building of 
the Beijing Electron-Positron Collider.

To advance high-energy physics, in 1972,18 scien­
tists including Zhang Wenyu and Zhu Hongyuan 
wrote a letter to then-premier Zhou Enlai.

At that time, high-energy physics experiments in 
China were almost nonexistent, and high-energy 
physics theoretical research relied entirely on foreign 
experimental data, according to records from the CAS. 

Premier Zhou Enlai said: “This matter cannot be 
delayed any longer. The academy of sciences must 
focus on basic science and theoretical research,

The CAS currently has over 30 large scientific 
facilities in operation or under construction, includ­
ing specialized research facilities for specific scien­
tific and technological goals in certain disciplines, 
such as the Beijing Electron-Positron Collider and 
the Heavy Ion Research Facility in Lanzhou.

There are also public experimental facilities 
serving multidisciplinary basic research, such as 
tiie Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility and 
the Hefei Synchrotron Radiation Source; as well as 
public technology facilities providing basic data, 
such as the China Remote Sensing Satellite 
Ground Station and the BPL and BPM national 
time service systems.

According to the CAS, large scientific facilities in 
China play a strategic role in achieving high-level tech­
nological self-reliance, driving the transformation and 
upgrading of the manufacturing industry, ensuring 
the security of industrial chains and supply chains, 
and promoting high-quality economic development 

Over the past few decades, under the country’s uni­
fied deployment of relevant departments, the layout 
of major scientific and technological infrastructure in 
the country has gradually improved.

This has not only made outstanding contributions 
to addressing key bottlenecks in national develop­
ment but has also significantly promoted socioeco­
nomic development, according to the CAS.

Leveraging these facilities, a number of nationally 
influential scientific and technological innovation 
centers and talent hubs have gradually emerged on 
the international stage.

The Beijing Spectrometer III International Coop­
eration Group, based on China’s large scientific 
facilities such as the Beijing Spectrometer III and 
the Beijing Electron-Positron Collider, has attracted 
over 70 research institutions and more than 600 
researchers from 18 countries and regions due to its 
leading research capabilities internationally.

The endeavor to develop large scientific facilities 
continues. This year, construction began on the 
Human Organ Physiopathology Emulation System, 
aiming to help scientists accurately simulate 
human physiological and pathological states, and 
analyze complex human functions and regulatory 
mechanisms, which is of great significance for life 
science research and biopharmaceutical develop­
ment, according to the CAS.

75 years of development 
sees country rise from 
tech laggard to leader
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Picture 1: A time-lapse photo of the Five-hundred-me­
ter Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope in Guizhou 
province. Since being put into operation in 2016, it has 
helped provide key data in learning about 
cosmology, ou dongqu / xinhua Picture 2: Scientists 
inspect the Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility 
in Shanghai in April, fang zhe / xinhua Picture 3: An 
antenna of the China Remote Sensing Satellite 
Ground Station array in Lijiang, Yunnan province, 
last month, xinhua Picture 4: A technician operates a 
part of the China Spallation Neutron Source in Dong­
guan, Guangdong province, in July, mao siqian / 
xinhua Picture 5: Workers install the last electromag­
net of the High Energy Photon Source in Beijing in 
December, jin liwang / xinhua Picture 6: A telescope is 
installed at the Large High Altitude Air Shower 
Observatory in Daocheng, Sichuan province, in April 
lastyear. wang qin / for china daily
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government and provincial gov­
ernment levels.

Unicorn companies will be sup­
ported in technological innovation, 
and will be encouraged and guided 
to address national strategic needs 
and master unique, proprietary 
technologies, Wang said, adding 
that more efforts will be made to 
increase financial backing for these 
unicorns, including support for pub­
lic listings, mergers and acquisi­
tions, to accelerate their growth.

Despite China’s growing uni­
corns, the country still lags behind 
the United States in terms of the 
overall number, according to the 
Hurun Research Institute. Last 
year, China had 340 unicorns while 
the US had 700.

Wang Peng, a senior researcher 
at the Beijing Academy of Social 
Sciences, said that encouraging 
SMSEs, platform films and uni­
corn companies are part of broader 
efforts to spur the private sector, 
which is of great significance to 
counter the current global eco­
nomic slowdown.

A report on private sector devel­
opment by the State Council 
showed that private companies 
accounted for 92.3 percent of the 
country’s total number of business 
entities in 2023, a significant 
increase from 79.4 percent in 2012. 

“The Chinese economy will con­
tinue gathering momentum if the 
private sector, including smaller 
businesses, remains sound. More 
importantly, private enterprises 
stood undoubtedly at the forefront 
of technological innovations and 
the digital economy in recent years, 
especially in fields like new energy, 
information, communication, bio­
pharmaceuticals and Al,” the sen­
ior researcher said.

Private firms accounted for 92.3% 
of total business entities in 2023

Two researchers check out human milk oligosaccharide at a Nestle 
research center, provided to china daily

renewable energy accounted for a 
modest 9.67 percent of its total 
energy consumption.

Regarding production, Africa’s 
total installed power generation 
capacity reached 252.8 gigawatts 
in 2023, with fossil fuels remain­
ing the primary electricity source, 
constituting about three-quarters 
of total installed capacity. Among 
renewable energy sources, hydro­
power (excluding pumped stor­
age) had an installed capacity of 
371 GW, representing 3 percent of 
global hydropower capacity, while 
wind and solar power capacities 
were 8.7 GW and 13.5 GW, respec­
tively, each accounting for less 
than 1 percent globally.

However, over the past five 
years, Africa’s total installed 
capacity of renewable energy, 
excluding pumped storage, has 
grown by 23.2 percent, a sub­
stantial 16.8 percentage points 
higher than the growth rate of 
fossil fuel power generation 
capacity (6.4 percent) during the 
same period.

to explore cutting-edge breast milk 
research, unlock the mysteries of 
the first 1,000 days of life, and sup­
port the healthy development of 
Chinese babies with advanced HMO 
formulas,” she said.

Since the approval of two new 
HMOs by China’s National Health 
Commission in October 2023, HMO 
products of Illuma, a high-end 
brand of Wyeth, have gained signifi­
cant attention in China.

The company plans to strengthen 
its market position with a new gen­
eration of HMO-enriched infant for­
mula to be launched soon.

Nestle’s advancements in HMO 
technology come amid growing 
competition in China, where dairy 
companies such as Yili are also 
focusing on HMO products.

Jocelyn Lacida, global marketing 
manager for Wyeth Premium, said 
that formula innovation is a long­
term process.

“For example, it took us seven 
years and three iterations to develop 
Illuma LUXA, evolving from two 
types of HMOs to six in our latest 
formula,” Lacida said.

She added that Illuma contin­
ues to lead the market with inno­
vative products, including the 
first growing-up infant formula 
and HMO-enriched liquid formu­
la launched by a foreign brand in 
China.

“Each formula undergoes years of 
refinement to ensure both safety 
and effectiveness, while optimizing 
the balance of key nutrients like 
HMOs to deliver clinically proven 
health benefits,” Lacida said.

Illuma’s research in China spans 
10 provinces, involving over 740 
researchers and nearly 1,000 breast 
milk samples, providing a founda­
tion for continued product innova­
tion tailored to the local market. 

“Winning in China means deep 
understanding of our consumers, 
knowing where they are, and offer­
ing products and services that meet 
their needs,” said Ho.

Zhu Danpeng, an independent 
food and beverage analyst, said that 
the approval of two HMOs in China 
marks a significant advancement 
for the country’s infant formula 
industry. This development enhanc­
es innovation, product iteration, 
and quality — a crucial step for both 
domestic and international players, 
Zhu said.

laboration opportunities and 
maximizing the role of energy 
think tanks to realize more coop­
erative outcomes.

“Now is an opportune moment 
for clean energy collaboration 
between China and Africa. Fur­
ther efforts are needed to advance 
the cooperation mechanisms 
between the two regions, help 
with planning research and poli­
cy alignment, foster deeper tech­
nological innovation cooperation, 
and explore tailored green pro­
jects that benefit communities,” 
said Li Sheng, head of the China 
Renewable Energy Engineering 
Institute.

A recent report on China-Africa 
renewable energy cooperation, 
jointly prepared by the CREEI and 
the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development, an economic pro­
gram of the African Union, under­
scores Africa’s significant potential 
in renewable energy development, 
while highlighting the need for 
improvements in production and 
consumption levels. In 2022,

Auto sector reports 
growth momentum
China’s automobile industry has 
revealed a growth trend, with the pro­
duction and sales of vehicles increas­
ing steadily in the first nine months of 
2024, data from the China Associa­
tion of Automobile Manufacturers 
showed. From January to September, 
China’s auto production totaled about 
21.47 million units, up 1.9 percent 
year-on-year. Auto sales stood at 21.57 
million units, an increase of 2.4 per­
cent from the same period last year.

Energy Agency predicts that by 
2030, nearly a quarter of Africa’s 
energy demand can be met by new 
energy sources.

While Chinese companies have 
implemented hundreds of renew­
able energy projects in Africa, aid­
ing African nations in mitigating 
energy shortages and achieving 
sustainable development, experts 
said that the localization of tech­
nology and production, as well as 
green finance and talent develop­
ment can further deepen and 
broaden China-Africa renewable 
energy cooperation.

Lu Junling, chief economist at 
China’s National Energy Admin­
istration, said that energy cooper­
ation between China and Africa 
aligns with the mutual interests 
of both parties, offering a solid 
foundation and promising pros­
pects. He advocated for enhanced 
practical cooperation facilitation 
for future China-Africa energy 
projects, emphasizing the impor­
tance of exchanging energy 
project information, creating col- 

Renminbi strengthens 
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chinese 
currency renminbi, or the yuan, 
strengthened 8 pips to 7.0723 against 
the US dollar' on Monday, according 
to the China Foreign Exchange Hade 
System. In China’s spot foreign 
exchange market, the yuan is allowed 
to rise or fall by 2 percent from the 
central parity rate each trading day.

merchants on the platform 
enhance brand awareness, 
increase market transactions and 
harness traffic.

It will help businesses, especially 
new entrants, agricultural firms 
and some unique companies on 
the platform, to enhance their abil­
ity to utilize online traffic more effi­
ciently and tap into larger 
audiences, he added.

Beyond SMSE support, Wang 
Jiangping, vice-minister of the 
Ministry of Industry and Informa­
tion Technology, said the ministry 
will collaborate with the China 
Securities Regulatory Commission 
to launch the third batch of special­
ized boards for ‘little giant” com­
panies in regional equity markets. 

Little giant companies refer to 
small and medium-sized enterpris­
es that typically specialize in niche 
sectors, command high market 
shares and boast strong innovative 
capacity. By the end of June this 
year, China had cultivated 12,000 
such enterprises.

The ministry also plans to sign a 
strategic cooperation agreement 
with the Beijing Stock Exchange to 
further streamline financing chan­
nels for these firms, Wang said.

At the conference on Monday, 
Wang said that China is also plac­
ing a greater emphasis on develop­
ing unicorn companies — startups 
valued at over $1 billion — in 
emerging high-tech fields such as 
6G and brain-computer interfeces. 

He said a nationwide unified sys­
tem will be established to coordi­
nate the development of unicorn 
companies between the central

China wall implement a batch of 
policies, including those address­
ing financing and credit, to sup­
port small and micro-sized 
enterprises, platform firms and 
unicorns, so as to help them 
expand business and unleash vital­
ity, it was announced on Monday at 
a conference by the State Council, 
the nation’s Cabinet

Buoyed by such signals of sup­
port for the private sector, share 
prices rose in China on Monday. 
The CSI300, an index of large com­
panies traded in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen, closed 1.9 percent high­
er. The ChiNext Index, which 
tracks China’s Nasdaq-style board 
of growing and emerging enter­
prises, gained 2.6 percent

Luo Wen, head of the State 
Administration for Market Regula­
tion, the country’s top market regu­
lator, said that the country will 
work to introduce innovative qual­
ity financing and credit enhance­
ment policies to ease financing 
challenges for SMSEs.

Under such policies, financial 
institutions wall factor in a compa­
ny’s quality management and 
brand reputation when issuing 
loans. Together with equity, funds 
and bond-based financing tools, 
the country aims to generate a 
credit enhancement and financing 
quota of 300 billion yuan ($42 bil­
lion) each year, Luo said.

Luo emphasized that the 
SAMR will roll out a guideline to 
guide platform operators to help

China and Africa are poised for 
extensive collaboration in the 
realm of renewable energy, as the 
continent’s abundant resources 
align with China’s advanced 
expertise in wind and solar pow­
er technologies, said experts 
recently.

This partnership not only guar­
antees energy security but also pro­
pels Africa toward green, low- 
carbon practices and sustainable 
development, yielding a host of 
mutually beneficial outcomes, they 
said.

Currently, the African economy 
is undergoing sustained growth 
with a continuous rise in energy 
demand. According to the Conti­
nental Power System Masterplan 
currently being developed by the 
African Union Development Agen­
cy, Africa’s electricity consumption 
may reach 3,842 terawatt-hours by 
2040.

The International Renewable 

Global food and beverage giant 
Nestle will continue to invest in its 
infant nutrition business in China 
and is bullish about the market’s 
long-term prospects, driven by the 
still large number of newborns in 
the country and the imminent 
approval of its new Human Milk Oli­
gosaccharide (HMO) product, 
according to its executives.

“China remains the world’s larg­
est market for the infant and mater­
nity sector due to the sheer number 
of newborns,” said Adrian Ho, depu­
ty head of Nestle Zone Greater Chi­
na and corporate vice-president.

Ho said that this year, the Year of 
the Dragon — azodiac sign believed 
to encourage Chinese families to 
have more children — could further 
boost sales of Nestle’s infant nutri­
tion products.

In Nestle’s first-half financial 
results released in July, the company 
reported low single-digit growth in 
global infant nutrition sales, fueled 
by continued momentum for its 
NAN formula, Lactogen and HMO 
products.

While China’s infant nutrition 
sector saw negative growth, Nestle’s 
performance still outpaced the over­
all category decline. Globally, Nestle 
achieved organic growth of 2.1 per­
cent.

The Chinese market’s gains were 
driven by growth in soluble coffee, 
pet foods, confectioneries and 
infant nutrition.

Nestle acquired Wyeth Nutrition 
in 2012 for $11.85 billion from Pfizer 
Nutrition, further strengthening its 
global position in the infant nutri­
tion sector.

As a science-led, high-value cate­
gory, infant nutrition has been cen­
tral to Nestle’s operations since its 
founding in 1866.

Ho emphasized that its new Illu- 
ma infant formula is about to 
launch with newly approved HMOs 
which wall help communicate the 
brand’s scientific expertise to Chi­
nese consumers.

Isabelle Bureau-Franz, head of 
Research and Development for Nes­
tle’s Nutrition Business, highlighted 
the importance of HMO technology, 
which is inspired by human breast 
milk.

“Our Global HMO Research aims 

projects 
set to grow

Countries in Africa have 
shown significant demand for 
building infrastructure over the 
past few years, and their demand 
for financing will increasingly 
tilt toward green and low-carbon 
projects for sustainable develop­
ment, providing opportunities 
for builders and investors, indus­
try organizations said.

Since 2020, some African 
countries have successively 
introduced a series of measures 
to develop their infrastructure, 
according to the China Interna­
tional Contractors Association. 

“These countries have 
launched a group of transporta­
tion and housing construction 
projects, while they have been 
facing a large funding gap,” Fang 
Qiuchen, chairman of the associ­
ation, said during a conference 
in Beijing on Monday.

Africa is feeing a significant 
funding deficit for infrastructure 
development

By 2025, the annual invest­
ment demand for infrastructure 
construction in Africa is expect­
ed to reach $170 billion, with an 
investment gap ranging from 
$68 billion to $108 billion, 
according to an estimate by the 
African Development Bank 
Group.

Africa is the second-largest 
overseas contract engineering 
market for China, and coopera­
tion between China and Africa 
in infrastructure construction 
has made significant strides, 
according to the Ministry of 
Commerce.

Over the past decade, Chinese 
companies have signed con­
tracts worth more than $700 bil­
lion in Africa and achieved sales 
revenue of over $400 billion. 
Chinese enterprises have com­
pleted a number of landmark 
and small projects in sectors 
such as transportation, energy, 
electricity, housing and people’s 
livelihoods, data from China’s 
Commerce Ministry showed.

Rahamtalla M. Osman Elnor, 
permanent representative of the 
African Union to China, said 
Africa’s infrastructure needs are 
significant, and projects under­
taken by China have helped to 
drive social, economic and sus­
tainable development on the 
continent.

Meanwhile, the World Wide 
Fund for Nature China said the 
financing environment in Africa 
has not been optimistic due to 
the impact of the COVID-19 pan­
demic and global uncertainties 
including the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict as well as climate 
change.

“Africa has a rich, but fragile 
biodiversity, and the continent is 
deeply affected by climate 
change. Green financing should 
become a major trend in Africa, 
including construction projects 
related to clean energy, electric 
transportation and renewable 
energy management,” said Zhou 
Fei, chief program officer of 
WWF China.

PowerChina International 
Group Ltd, an arm of PowerChi­
na, said Chinese companies 
should elevate overseas green 
investment and financing to a 
strategic level, and develop 
green investment and financing 
strategies tailored to local condi­
tions.

With the global economy fee­
ing downward pressure and 
problems such as inflation and 
debt overload, building infra­
structure on the continent is key 
to a rising Africa and its modern­
ization, according to the Export- 
Import Bank of China, a policy 
bank.

“We are full of confidence in 
the development of Africa. Our 
key focus includes supporting 
the building of sustainable pro­
jects in Africa to promote the 
growth of a sustainable econo­
my,” said Gao Ning, deputy man­
ager of the corporate banking 
department at the Export-Im­
port Bank of China.
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As we move on to even greener pastures, 
more farmers are reaping the benefits of digital 

technology. Internet-connected infrastructure 

and a future blossoming with opportunities for 

green growth. With the digital world at their 

fingertips, they can unleash the power of 

innovation to welcome a more bounteous harvest 

than ever before.

By ZHENG XJN in Beijing 

and HU MEIDONG in Fuzhou
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assembly — addressing challen­
ges in the manufacturing process, 
Wang said.

According to the company’s first- 
half financial report, its revenue 
showed steady growth, with reve­
nue reaching 1.66 billion yuan 
($234.4 million), a year-on-year 
increase of 10.37 percent. Its robot­
ics and semiconductor equipment 
divisions performed well, with 
gross profit margin continuing its 
positive momentum.

Citing the global headwinds, the 
company said it remains commit­
ted to its international growth.

Apart from Europe, Siasun has 
launched key projects in Southeast 
Asia. Currently, the company’s foot­
print covers over 40 markets, serv­
ing more than 4,000 enterprises.

shocks, including natural disasters, 
political incidents as well as other 
economic and social hazards.

Ma cautioned that China’s fiscal 
security is now facing challenges such 
as slowing fiscal revenue growth, ris­
ing local government debt and an 
aging population, while the debt bal­
ance of local governments had nearly 
doubled from 2019 to 2023, leading to 
rising debt servicing costs.

Official data showed that from Jan­
uary to August, the country’s general 
public budget revenue decreased by 
2.6 percent year-on-year.

“It’s important to strengthen 
medium-term fiscal planning to 
achieve fiscal balance across years 
and economic cycles,” Ma said. It is a 
crucial transformation that can help 
correct any misalignment between 
the country’s economic and social 
five-year plans and fiscal planning. 

Establishing a long-term mecha­
nism of government debt manage­
ment also holds the key, said Ma, who 
urged to intensify supervision by the 
National People’s Congress, the coun­
try’s top legislature, over local govern­
ments’ debt budget and management, 
to avoid any excessive project con­
struction that adds to debt.

Speaking at the forum, Li Daokui, 
director of Tsinghua University’s 
Academic Center for Chinese Eco­
nomic Practice and Thinking, also 
said it is imperative to address the 
situation that local governments 
face extremely tight cash flows 
while banks are flush with liquidity. 

“Failure to resolve this issue will 
impact people’s sense of gain, as well 
as political and social stability” Li said, 
stressing that the key to social and 
political stability lies in forestalling 
drastic macroeconomic fluctuations. 

Affected by infrastructure and real

Siasun Robot and Automation Co 
Ltd, a major robotics technology 
company, recently exported more 
than 100 robots to Europe, a signifi­
cant step in the company’s efforts to 
integrate with the burgeoning new 
energy manufacturing sector across 
the continent.

Exports cover three main catego­
ries — mobile robots including its 
V-groove forklifts, over 300 sets of 
buffer rack equipment and 400 
docking stations. Most of the 
robots are destined for factories in 
France, the company said.

The robots will help to improve 
efficiency in battery handling and 
logistics, particularly for new ener­
gy companies.

The Shenyang, Liaoning pro­
vince-based company is also pre­
paring products for a battery 
factory in the United Kingdom. 

“These orders are garnered with 
our long-term focus and technolog­
ical advancement in the new ener­
gy sector. It demonstrates the 
competitive strength of Chinese 
enterprises, further solidifying our 
role in the global mobile robotics 
market,” said Wang Yupeng, presi­
dent of Siasun’s mobile robot busi­
ness, adding that Siasun is banking 
on customization to win the Euro­
pean market.

To better meet customer demand 
in the European market, the 
V-groove forklift mobile robot uses 
visual material identification tech­
nology to adapt to different materi­
al types and production processes 
autonomously, Wang said.

In addition, the robots feature a 
better design and materials to

enable faster delivery, which helps 
the company gain a competitive 
edge globally, he added. 

“The V-groove forklift is a pio­
neering product for the new ener­
gy sector, as it is specifically 
designed to handle battery coils 
with high precision and safety,” 
Wang said.

Apart from ensuring efficient 
logistics, the robot is able to con­
duct data processing for logistics 
procedures, offering improved flex­
ibility and functionality than tradi­
tional ones, he added.

With years of experience serving 
China’s new energy market, Siasun 
lias developed a wide product 
range of mobile robots to cater to 
the industry’s needs.

Its innovative logistics solu­
tions span along the battery pro­
duction chain — such as raw 
material handling and battery
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speeds exceeding eight meters per 
second, ensuring lowered levels of 
energy costs and meeting grid pari­
ty requirements, it said.

China has been accelerating 
the transition to green energy. 
According to the National Energy 
Administration, installed capaci­
ty of solar power came in at 
approximately 750 million kilo­
watts in the first eight months of 
2024, rocketing 48.8 percent 
year-on-year, and the installed 
capacity of wind power grew 19.9 
percent to some 470 million kW. 

Rapid development of the new 
energy sector in recent years result­
ed from full market competition, a 
sound business environment, con­
stant tech innovation and a com­
plete industrial chain, said Pan 
Huimin, deputy head of NEA’s new 
and renewable energy department. 

Local governments and enterpris­
es should actively seize opportunities 
and exploit wind and solar power in 
fine with local resources and with the 
capabilities of the grid to absorb the 
generated electricity, Rin said.

At an average wind speed of 10 
meters per second, a single unit can 
generate 100 million kilowatt- 
hours of clean energy annually — 
enough to supply the electricity 
needs of 55,000 households for a 
year. This would save over 30,000 
metric tons of standard coal and 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
by more than 80,000 tons annually, 
said the company.

which is in line with the national 
plans to develop offshore wind 
toward deep-far sea areas.”

Deng said the fully localized 
components of this turbine model 
have ensured that die costs are 
kept under control or even reduced 
as production scales up.

This also strengthens the competi­
tiveness of Chinese companies in the 
world’s offshore wind power sector, 
and expands China’s role in global 
energy transition, Deng added.

The turbine is a testament to Chi­
na’s rapid progress in offshore wind 
technology, representing the most 
powerful wind turbine globally. 
Such breakthroughs position China 
as a leader in high-capacity wind 
energy solutions, which were previ­
ously dominated by European man­
ufacturers, said Lin Boqiang, head 
of the China institute for studies in 
energy policy at Xiamen Universify. 

This innovation is expected to 
attract international attention, fur­
ther enhancing China’s reputation 
for advanced offshore wind infra­
structure and engineering capabil­
ities, he said.

The 26 MW offshore wind tur­
bine boasts a hub height of 185 
meters, and is the largest single-ca­
pacity turbine with the longest 
rotor diameter globally, said Dong­
fang Electric.

The turbine is engineered with 
high corrosion resistance and fea­
tures a dual anti-typhoon design, 
allowing it to withstand extreme 
typhoons. It is customized for 
medium-to-high wind speed in off­
shore regions with average wind

The recent unveiling of a 
26-megawatt offshore wind tur­
bine in Fujian province marks a 
significant milestone for China’s 
wind energy industry and reflects 
the country’s growing leadership in 
renewable energy technology, said 
industry experts.

Dongfang Electric Corp unveiled 
the 26 MW offshore wind turbine 
in Fuqing, Fujian, the world’s larg­
est, on Saturday, entirely developed 
with independent intellectual 
property rights.

The turbine incorporates world­
class technologies across key com­
ponents, including the generator, 
blades, bearings and electronic 
control systems, it said.

Analysts said the turbine’s debut 
represents more than a technologi­
cal milestone. It highlights China’s 
strategic intent to lead the renewa­
ble energy sector both domestically 
and globally.

“Chinese wind turbine oiiginal 
equipment manufacturers have been 
making efforts to increase turbine 
size and capacity to improve efficien­
cy and reduce the cost of electricity  ̂
said Deng Simeng, a senior analyst 
for renewables and power research 
at global consultancy Rystad Energy. 

“This 26 MW model is a key 
breakthrough in the Chinese wind 
turbine manufacturing industry, 
enabling offshore wind to capture 
higher wind speed and withstand 
stronger typhoons in the eastern 
and southern coastal regions,

ft -

Securing stable economic growth 
while maintaining fiscal viability 
lies at the core of China’s pursuit of 
national security amid intensified 
external uncertainties and a linger­
ing real estate downturn, leading 
economists said.

To achieve these goals, they sug­
gested taking decisive measures 
such as strengthening medium­
term fiscal planning, optimizing 
supervision over local government 
debt, replacing local government 
debt with longer-term treasury 
bonds and establishing a central 
government-financed institution to 
acquire idle housing stock.

They made the remarks at a recent 
forum as the markets eagerly await 
China’s next steps to revive the econo­
my on the fiscal front. The forum, 
held by the Central Universify of 
Finance and Economics in Beijing, 
was themed around coordination of 
development and security, focusing 
on the areas of public finance, finan­
cial system, public governance and 
supply chains.

“Fiscal safety is closely intercon­
nected and inseparable with securi­
ty in economic and financial areas,” 
said Ma Haitao, president of CUFE 
and a senior expert, stressing that a 
robust fiscal system is the last 
defense against various economic 
and financial risks.

Ma said fiscal safety refers to 
ensuring steady fiscal revenue and 
expenditure over the short term, 
achieving cross-annual and cross- 
cyclical fiscal balance in the medi­
um and long term, along with 
reserving adequate space and 
resources to resist any potential

Maintaining fiscal health, managing 
property woes seen as key objectives

estate cycles, Li said China’s macroe­
conomy now faces downside risks. To 
ensure economic secuiify an essen­
tial step would be a large-scale issu­
ance oftreasury bonds to replace local 
government debt, thus easing cash 
flow pressure on local governments. 

On Saturday, the Ministry of 
Finance said it plans to increase the 
debt limit by a large scale all at once 
and replace the hidden debts of 
local governments, without disclos­
ing the specific size of the plan.

Li said that a significant portion 
of local debt, at least equivalent to 
20 percent of the country’s GDP or 
around 30 trillion yuan ($4.25 tril­
lion), should be replaced with 
longer-term treasury bonds.

He added that as benefits of con­
struction projects financed by the 
debt will last for years, the burden of 
debt repayment should not be con­
centrated in a short period.

Echoing Li’s remarks, Zhang Ming, 
deputy director of the Institute of 
Finance and Banking, which is part 
of die Chinese Academy of Social Sci­
ences, said that local government 
debt risks can be addressed properly 
if die central government is willing to 
offer help, given the robustness of die 
central government’s balance sheet. 

Instead, die most prominent risk 
to be resolved would be real estate 
woes, Zhang said, suggesting estab­
lishing a national institution — 
financed by special treasury bonds — 
to manage die acquisition of idle 
commercial housing in smaller cities. 

Zhang outiined a plan for the insti­
tution to purchase housing stock in 
second and tiiird-tier cities experienc­
ing net population inflows through a 
tendering process with real estate 
developers. The acquired properties 
would then be converted into govern­
ment-subsidized rental housing.
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Siasun’s production line of robotic arms in Shenyang, Liaoning 
province, lixulun/ xinhua
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BUSINESSFOCUS
CHINA UP-CLOSE

Appliance makers chart big overseas expansion
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Employees work on a TV production line at Hisense’s industrial park in Atlantis, Western Cape province, South Africa, in April, wu xiaohui / china daily
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almost saturated,” said Zhao Mei- 
mei, assistant president of Beijing­
based market consultancy All View 
Cloud, which specializes in home 
appliances.

Building a sound global industrial 
chain and enhancing operational 
capacity in the overseas markets 
will help Chinese home appliance 
companies make better use of global 
resources, reduce operational costs 
and improve management efficien­
cy, Zhao added.

She highlighted the growing 
importance of China’s manufactur­
ing on the global stage as the coun­
try has become the world’s largest 
manufacturing hub and boasts 
complete industrial chains.

“Globalization is both an opportu­
nity and a challenge for Chinese 
home appliance manufacturers,” 
she said.

This will promote the sector’s 
high-quality transformation and 
upgrading, Zhao added.

Exports of Chinese-made home 
appliance products have become a 
bright spot.

According to the General Admin­
istration of Customs, China’s 
exports of household appliances 
rose 9.9 percent year-on-year to 
617.42 billion yuan last year.

“Expansion into overseas markets 
will not only relieve the pressure of 
high inventories in the domestic 
market, but also increase the inter­
national influence of Chinese home 
appliance companies,” said Dong 
Min, secretary-general of the China

company covering 74 countries and 
regions with a total population of 
about 1.5 billion people.

The center is designed for R&D of 
air conditioners, TVs, refrigerators 
and washing machines, as well as 
energy efficiency and sustainability 
projects. It will also serve as 
Hisense’s training base for its region­
al sales and service teams and local 
partners.

The establishment of the center 
“represents not only Hisense’s long­
term commitment to engaging 
Dubai and the Middle East and Afri­
ca markets, but also its determina­
tion to get closer to its customers 
and provide them with higher-qual­
ity products and service,” said Jia.

Hisense also recently opened a 
new factory in Egypt, as part of the 
company’s effort to speed up its 
business layout in Africa. It has built 
multiple production lines or new 
factories with local partners, pro­
ducing not only home appliances, 
but also business-to-business prod­
ucts such as car use air conditioners, 
Jia said.

Moreover, Chinese robotic vacu­
um cleaners, as a new type of intelli­
gent home appliances, are gaining 
in popularity among overseas con­
sumers as domestic players have 
stepped up their push to expand 
global presence.

Robot vacuum cleaner maker 
Dreame Technology has seen robust 
growth in international markets in 
recent years.

The company’s export revenue 
surged more titan 120 percent year- 
on-year in 2023, with global sales of 
its robotic vacuum cleaners surpas­
sing 2.4 million units, skyrocketing 
300 percent from a year earlier. Over 
50 percent of its revenue came from 
overseas markets last year, it said.

Currently, Dreame Technology’s 
products are available in more than 
100 countries and regions, includ-

Chinese home appliance mak­
ers are ratcheting up efforts to 
expand their presence in overseas 
markets and increase investments 
in localized operations covering 
research and development, produc­
tion and marketing.

This is part of a broader push to 
seek new revenue sources and 
enhance the competitiveness of 
domestic enterprises globally.

Experts said establishing overseas 
manufacturing bases and produc­
tion lines not only' helps in taking 
China’s advanced manufacturing, 
R&D and management capabilities 
abroad, but also creates job oppor­
tunities for local people and boosts 
the international awareness and 
influence of Chinese brands.

They also said that enhancing 
global operational capacity will help 
Chinese manufacturing enterprises 
better utilize global resources, thus 
further promoting the transforma­
tion and upgrading of China’s tradi­
tional manufacturing sector, given 
that the country has placed great 
emphasis on establishing a modem 
industrial system.

Chinese home appliance maker 
Hisense Group has accelerated 
steps to expand its footprint in 
Europe, Africa, the Americas, the 
Middle East, Australia and South­
east Asia and ramped up its invest­
ment in technological innovation to 
target high-end markets abroad.

Jia Shaoqian, chairman of 
Hisense, said the company has set 
up 26 R&D centers, 36 industrial 
parks and production bases and 64 
overseas branches across the globe. 

Jia also highlighted the compa­
ny’s determination and commit­
ment to pressing ahead with its 
globalization strategy.

Jia said the company has estab­
lished a complete industrial system, 
including R&D, production, sales, 
supply chain and services, while 
making forays into overseas mar­
kets, in order to better serve local 
markets and consumers. It aims to 
strengthen capacities in localized 
manufacturing, research and devel­
opment, and talent cultivation.

Hisense’s revenue reached 202.2 
billion yuan ($28.6 billion) in 2023, 
while its overseas sales stood at 85.8 
billion yuan, accounting for more 
than 42.5 percent of the company’s 
total revenue.

The Qingdao, Shandong prov­
ince-based company has invested 
heavily in Africa.

According to Jia, Hisense entered 
the South African market 30 years 
ago and built an industrial park cov­
ering an area of more than 100,000 
square meters in the country, creat­
ing over 1,000 direct employment 
opportunities and more than 5,000 
indirect ones.

“Over the past three decades, 
Hisense has deeply integrated with 
African enterprises within the conti­
nent’s industrial and supply chains,” 
Jia said.

Sales of Hisense’s televisions and 
refrigerators have taken the top spot 
in the South African market, he 
added.

Jia said Hisense is speeding up its 
business footprint in Nigeria, Ango­
la, Egypt, Algeria and Morocco, with 
the recent investment focus on 
North Africa.

For instance, the company signed 
an agreement with local partners to 
establish a new factory in Egypt in 
August The plant will cover an area 
of about 200 mu (13.33 hectares), and 
commence production next year.

In addition to meeting local 
demand in Egypt, the products 
made by the factory will be exported 
to 21 countries and regions, includ­
ing the League of Arab States, North 
Africa and East Africa before gradu­
ally expanding into West Africa, the 
European Union and the Americas. 

The company has also helped 
build an intelligent bus system in 
Ethiopia’s capital Addis Ababa and 
improved the operational efficiency 
of local public transportation.

The project is the first of Hisense’s 
intelligent transport business over­
seas and is expected to optimize the
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ing Europe, North America, South­
east Asia, East Asia, the Middle East, 
Africa and South America.

The number of its brick-and-mor- 
tar stores has reached over 5)500 
across the globe, and its robotic vac­
uum cleaners have captured the top 
spot by market share in Singapore, 
Germany and France.

Yu Hao, founder and CEO of 
Dreame Technology, said the com­
pany will increase investment in 
R&D, establish global industrial 
chain systems and retail networks 
and enhance operating capacity in 
international markets.

Liang Zhenpeng, an independent 
consumer electronics analyst, said 
overseas consumers have shown 
growing demand for China-made 
diversified, personalized and cus­
tomized home appliances and are 
keen to buy intelligent and high- 
quality goods.

Liang said he is bullish on the 
growth prospects of Chinese home 
appliance makers abroad.

“Meanwhile, Chinese manufac­
turers face some challenges and dif­
ficulties when expanding overseas; 
they should capture local demand 
on time, learn more about relevant 
laws, regulations and quality stan­
dards in these countries and 
regions, and adjust supply chains to 
make products that meet local 
requirements,” Liang said.

The demand for household appli­
ances varies across countries due to 
the different living habits and culi­
nary traditions of the people, said 
Pan Jun, a visiting professor at 
Donghua University in Shanghai.

Chinese household appliance 
companies should attach greater 
importance to products’ R&D, pour 
more resources into technological 
innovation and optimize product 
functions to cater to the diversified 
needs of shoppers overseas, Pan 
added.

travel experience of local residents. 
Fang Xueyu, president of 

Hisense’s international marketing 
unit, said localization is at the core 
of globalization, and companies 
need to satisfy demand from local 
consumers and provide products 
suitable for local markets.

Apart from the African market, 
the company has also accelerated its 
expansion in Europe, having set up 
six R&D centers and five major 
manufacturing bases, with sales 
revenue in the continent rising 19.5 
percent year-on-year to 3.8 billion 
euros ($4.15 billion) last year.

Data from market consultancy 
AVC Revo showed that the ship­
ments of Hisense TVs in Europe 
increased in the first quarter of this 
year by 35.9 percent year-on-year.

The company accounted for 13.6 
percent of global TV shipments dur­
ing the same period, ranking second 
in the world, according to market 
research company Omdia.

Moreover, it has boosted brand 
awareness and influence on the 
global stage via sponsorships of 
major world-class sporting events, 
including prominent soccer tourna­
ments like the 2018 FIFA World Cup 
in Russia, the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar, and UEFA 2016, 2020 and 
2024.

“It is inevitable that Chinese 
home appliance manufacturers are 
expanding their footprint overseas 
for new profit growth points and 
long-term development, as the 
domestic home appliance market is

Dreame Technology's humanoid robots are on display during the World Robot Conference in Beijing in 
August 2023. HUANG YONG / FOR CHINA DAILY

Visitors check out Dreame Technology’s vacuum cleaners at a home 
appliances expo in Shanghai in March 2021. provided to china daily

ByFANFEIFEI
fanjeijei@chinadaily.com.cn

Video Industry Association. 
Dong said in the past, most Chi­

nese enterprises adopted the origi­
nal equipment manufacturer or 
OEM model, but nowadays they 
have built up self-owned brands in a 
bid to bolster competitiveness on 
the global stage.

Retail sales of China’s home appli­
ances sector reached 849.8 billion 
yuan in 2023, up 3.6 percent year- 
on-year, according to AVC.

Chen Hui, general manager of 
AVC Revo, said, “Chinese household 
appliance companies have 
increased their manufacturing 
capacities overseas and improved 
their global layout to mitigate the 
negative impacts of tariff barriers 
and reduce costs since the start of 
trade frictions between China and 
the United States.”

Chen said establishing global 
R&D centers will help Chinese 
enterprises gain innovation advan­
tages, master new technologies and 
obtain a greater voice in increasing­
ly fierce international competition. 

The Middle East and Africa serve 
as important markets participating 
in the Belt and Road Initiative, pre­
senting huge growth potential for 
Chinese enterprises to expand their 
global footprint, industry insiders 
said.

Last month, Hisense opened a 
research and development center in 
Dubai, its first comprehensive R&D 
facility in the Middle East and Africa 
region, which represents one of the 
fastest-growing markets for the

Production bases 
abroad create more 
job opportunities 
for local people
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Trio awarded Nobel Prize in economics
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Technology in the United States. 
Simon Johnson, from Sheffield, 

the United Kingdom, received his 
PhD from the Massachusetts Insti­
tute of Technology, where he now 
serves as a professor.

James Robinson, also from the 
UK, obtained his PhD from Yale 
University' and is presently a pro­
fessor at the University of Chicago. 

“This year’s laureates have pio­
neered new approaches, both 
empirical and theoretical, that 
have significantly advanced our 
understanding of global inequali­
ty,” said Nobel committee member 
Jakob Svensson.

“Reducing the huge differences in 
income between countries is one of 
our time’s greatest challenges,” he 
added. While the prize winners did

US President Joe Biden speaks to the media after a tour of the damage caused by Hurricane Milton on 
Sunday in St. Pete Beach, Florida. Biden visited the area in the wake of back-to-back hurricanes that
have caused extensive damage, joe raeole / getty images

“Our goal is to raise $25 million 
to secure a future for giant pandas 
at the Smithsonian’s National Zoo 
and protect this magnificent bear 
species and the mountain forest 
habitats it calls home,” the zoo says 
in an appeal on its website.

The new bears will arrive 11 
months after the zoo sent its three 
wildly popular pandas — 25-year- 
old Mei Xiang, 26-year-old Tian 
Tian and their cub Xiao Qi Ji — 
home to China.

Breeding panda pairs in the 
Memphis and San Diego zoos 
already have returned to China, 
and the four pandas at the Atlanta 
zoo left for China last week.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
expressed support for continuing 
the giant panda conservation pro­
grams during a visit last November 
to San Francisco for a China-US 
summit and the 30th Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting.

Two pandas — Yun Chuan, a 
5-year-old male, and Xin Bao, a 
4-year-old female — arrived at the 
San Diego Zoo in August, the first 
pandas sent to the United States in 
more than two decades. Two other 
pandas have been promised to San 
Francisco.
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end of September, enjoying zero 
tariffs and efficient customs clear­
ance procedures. A trial sale was 
conducted later in Beijing which 
received positive responses. On 
Sunday, the shrimps were officially 
introduced to the Chinese market. 

“We have an open mind about the 
people and the market, and China 
has been incredibly welcoming and 
positive to us,” Moncada said.

hi addition to white shrimp, Hon­
duras plans to introduce other 
products such as coffee, tobacco 
and fruits to the second-largest 
economy in the world, he said.

Moncada sees great potential for 
Honduran coffee products in Chi­
na’s mature coffee market, express­
ing hope for enhanced bilateral 
commercial interactions over time. 

The trade volume between China 
and Honduras in 2023 reached $1.91 
billion with a year-on-year increase 
of 21.1 percent, according to China’s 
General Administration of Customs. 

The ambassador also expressed 

By JONATHAN POWELL 
in London 

jonathan@mail.chinadailyuk.com

The high-quality white shrimp 
from Honduras making its way 
into the Chinese market holds sig­
nificant historical importance for 
both countries, marking yet anoth­
er milestone in their practical 
cooperation that has enhanced the 
well-being of the two peoples, Hon­
duran Ambassador to China Salva­
dor Enrique Moncada said.

It also proved that the Central 
American nation has made the 
right choice in forging diplomatic 
relations with China, he added.

According to the ambassador, 
white shrimp is a premium special­
ty product and a major export com­
modity for Honduras. In less than 
three months after the establish­
ment of diplomatic ties, Honduras 
gained approval to export white 
shrimp to China.

The first batch of white shrimps 
arrived at the portofTianjinby the

The Nobel Prize in economics has 
been awarded to Daron Acemoglu, 
Simon Johnson and James Robin­
son “for studies of how institutions 
are formed and affect prosperity:

The trio were commended for 
their groundbreaking research on 
how institutions and the rale of law 
significantly influence a nation’s eco­
nomic prosperity, in an announce­
ment ceremony broadcast from 
Stockholm, Sweden, on Monday.

Acemoglu, from Istanbul, Turkiye, 
earned his PhD from the London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science and is currently a professor 
at the Massachusetts Institute of
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strong confidence in the Chinese 
economy, believing it will continue 
to grow. And it is encouraging, 
especially for countries in the Glob­
al South which are at the moment 
developing very rapidly, he said. 

“Honduras takes pride in its diplo­
matic relations with China which 
goes with the historical trend,” he said 
while affirming the country’s com­
mitment to the one-China principle. 

“China is an example that we 
have to look at very carefully and 
with very positive eyes,” he said, 
while commending the country for 
its efforts in lifting a huge number 
of people out of poverty.

“Every day I’m in China, I see 
things that would be important 
examples for our country which is 
making efforts to develop itself,” he 
said, adding that Honduras will 
not copy exactly what China did 
but will study and learn from some 
wise measures China has taken.

In June last year, China and Hon­
duras signed a cooperation docu­
ment on jointly building the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

As Honduras develops green 
energy, including hydropower and 
solar power, Moncada believes the 
BRI would play a “crucial” role in 
helping the country.

There are unparalleled opportuni­
ties for Australia-China collabora­
tion in zero-emissions industries 
with the right policy settings, accord­
ing to a report released recently.

The report, “Green capital tsuna­
mi: China’s >$100 billion out­
bound cleantech investment since 
2023 turbocharges global energy 
transition” released on Oct 2 by the 
independent think tank Climate 
Energy Finance, or CEF, said Chi­
nese firms have committed more 
than $100 billion in outbound for­
eign direct investment since 2023. 

Much of the investment has been 
directed toward decarbonization 
sectors such as solar, wind, batter­
ies, grid, new energy vehicles, 
hydro and green hydrogen, encom­
passing Europe, the Asia-Pacific, 
Africa and South America.

When Australian Treasurer Jim 
Chalmers visited Beijing, one of the 
topics on his agenda was decarboni­
zation and how Australia could ben­
efit from cooperation with China.

The report said the “green capital 

gy policy analyst and co-author of 
the report, said China leads the 
world in clean energy.

“It is actively injecting more and 
more zero-emissions energy into its 
national power system even as it pro­
gressively shifts to electrifying every­
thing and upgrading its energy 
policy to accelerate the energy tran­
sition progress,” she told China Daily. 

“China is increasingly the world 
leader in almost all these zero-emis­
sions industries of the future, and 
that opens up opportunities to invest 
globally into clean energy:’ she said. 

Dong said the problem for Aus­
tralia is a ‘lack of effective commu­
nication and trust” between the 
two countries.

David Olsson, chair and president 
of the Australia China Business Coun­
cil, said the challenge for Australia 
lies in balancing its security concerns 
“with the dear economic benefits 
that foreign investment blings’:

Asked how Australia’s percep­
tions can be changed, he said the 
“Future Made in Australia” legisla­
tion would be a good starting 
point, “ensuring foreign capital 
contributes to national goals’:

not propose “simple recipes or con­
crete policy proposals”, their work 
had a “huge societal impact”, he said. 

During a phone interview con­
ducted as part of the announcement 
ceremony on Monday, Acemoglu 
described their work as an examina­
tion of the “natural experiment” that 
colonialism created. He explained 
that this historical process had 
“divided the world into very differ­
ent institutional trajectories”

The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in 
Economic Sciences, often referred 
to as the Nobel Prize in economics, 
was established by Sweden’s cen­
tral bank and first awarded in 1969. 
It recognizes outstanding contri­
butions to economic research 
alongside the traditional Nobel 
Prize fields.

LiuPengyu, spokesperson 
for the Chinese embassy in 
Washington

by China Daily Distribution Corp, 
on behalf of China Daily Beijing, 
China. Additional information is on 
file with the Department of Justice, 
Washington, DC. 
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In a much anticipated event, two 
giant pandas left China on Mon­
day en route to the National Zoo in 
Washington DC.

The 3-year-old giant pandas — 
Bao Li (a male born on Aug 4,2021) 
and Qing Bao (a female born on 
Sept 12, 2021) — are on the way 
from the China Conservation and 
Research Center for the Giant Pan­
da in Sichuan province, the China 
Wildlife Conservation Association 
said on Monday.

Bao Li means “treasure” and 
“energetic” in Chinese and Qing 
Bao, “treasure in green mountains” 

The pair will soon start their 
10-year life abroad, according to an 
agreement signed by the associa­
tion and the zoo in April.

Bao Li is the son of Bao Bao, a 
female giant panda who was born 
at the National Zoo in 2013, and 
the grandson of Mei Xiang and 
Tian Tian, the DC zoo’s last panda 
couple.

“We believe that the new round 
of China-US international coopera­
tion on giant panda conservation 
will, on the basis of the existing 
good cooperation, produce more 
results in the prevention and con­
trol of major giant panda diseases, 
epidemic prevention and con­
trol, scientific and technological 
exchanges, and support for the 
wild protection of giant pandas 
and the construction of the Giant 
Panda National Park, and make 
new contributions to global biodi­
versity conservation and enhanc­
ing the friendship between the two 
peoples,” the association said in a 
statement.

China sent experts to the Nation­
al Zoo for guidance and prepared 
water, medicine and various food 
items, such as wowotou (steamed 
corn bread), bamboo shoots and 
carrots for the pandas during the 
flight.

The National Zoo, which is part 
of the Smithsonian Institution, lias 
renovated the pandas’ habitat and 
supplied it with a stable source of 
edible bamboo.

“Something *giant* is coming to 
Washington, D.C. via the @ FedEx 
Panda Express! The Zoo will be 
closed to the public tomorrow, Oct. 
15. For the safety of the pandas and 
staff, we will not disclose any addi­
tional timing,” the zoo posted on X 
on Monday evening.

The bears are being transported 
from Chengdu on a FedEx Boeing 
777 cargo jet called the “Panda 
Express”, reported The Washington 
Post. FedEx posted Monday on X 
that the Panda Express was “on 
the move”

A FedEx cargo jet from Chengdu 
via Anchorage, Alaska, is scheduled 
to arrive at Dulles International 
Airport in Northern Virginia at 
9:55 am EDT Tuesday, according to 
FlightAware.com, a flight-tracking 
and data platform.

The zoo sent three experienced 
keepers and veterinary experts to 
Sichuan in advance to participate 
in the caring of the pandas and 
accompany them on their flight 
to the United States. The zoo also 
has set up a breeding and manage­
ment system.
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Excitement builds
at National Zoo with
Bao Li and Qing Bao 
due to arrive Tuesday

We hope the arrival of 
the pandas will inject 
fresh impetus into 
exchanges between 
China and the US, 
and help to stabilize 
the broader bilateral 
relationship as well.”

In May, National Zoo Director 
Brandie Smith and Smithsonian 
Institution Secretary Lonnie G. 
Bunch III joined US first lady Jill 
Biden to announce that Bao Li and 
Qing Bao would arrive by the end 
of 2024.

Liu Pengyu, a spokesperson for 
the Chinese embassy in Washing­
ton, said the United States was 
among the first countries to work 
with China on panda conservation. 

Pandas have become an unofficial 
symbol of the US capital, dating to 
1972, when the first pair — Ling Ling 
and Hsing Hsing — were sent as a 
gift from Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai 
following President Richard Nixon’s 
historic diplomatic visit to China. 

“Since we started the cooperation 
program with the National Zoo in 
2000, positive outcomes have been 
achieved in panda conservation and 
breeding, disease prevention and 
treatment, and public awareness,” 
Liu told China Daily on Monday.

Together, the researchers have 
successfully bred 17 panda cubs and 
solved a number of technical chal­
lenges, he added.

“The current round of cooperation 
will focus on prevention and treat­
ment of major diseases, and protec­
tion of habitats and wild giant panda 
populations,” he said. “We hope the 
arrival of file pandas will inject fresh 
impetus into exchanges between Chi­
na and the US, and help to stabilize 
file broader bilateral relationship as 
well.”

Elliott L. Ferguson II, president 
and CEO of Destination DC, said: 
“The giant pandas are an iconic 
part of the Washington DC sto­
ry, both for locals and incoming 
travelers alike. The interest and 
excitement associated with their 
return directly benefits the entire 
city, bringing further interest and 
visitors to our hotels, restaurants 
and other attractions.”

By ZHAO JIA
zhaojia @chinadaily.com .cn

Qing Bao (top) and Bao Li, 3-year-old pandas sent from China to US 
PHOTO COURTESY OF CHINA CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE GIANT PANDA
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tsunami” has profoundly expanded 
and reshaped die “global energy tran­
sition and geopolitics, delivering a 
global decarbonization net positive” 

“Importantly, it also embraces 
the growing domestic markets in 
the less developed Global South, as 
the world races to tackle climate 
change and nations prioritize and 
align their energy security, nation­
al security and economic prosperi­
ty objectives,” the report said.

In Australia’s case, the “current 
posture” disincentivizes Chinese 
private investors.

Chinese investment in Australia 
is relatively weak compared to the 
rest of the world and was at a multi­
decade low at only $613 million in 
2023, according to the report.

One of its recommendations 
calls on the Australian government 
“as a strategic national-interest pri­
ority” to clarify the rales of engage­
ment with the Foreign Investment 
Review Board, so Chinese firms 
looking to co-invest are incentiv­
ized by “transparent, stable, wel­
coming investment policy 
frameworks and guidelines” 

Xuyang Dong, CEF’s China ener- 
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Ishiba brings hope of better ties,
if he matches words with actions
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Attacks on UN peacekeepers unacceptable
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Look who spies and puts the blame on others

What They Say

Hopes high Macao on road to bright future

- IJ YANG, CHINA DAILY
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A report jointly released by Chinese 
cybersecurity departments on Monday, 
named “Volt Typhoon III — Unraveling 
Cyberespionage and Disinformation 
Operations Conducted by US Govern­
ment Agencies”, best exposes the kind 
of hacking the United States engages in. 

According to the report, the US has 
long deployed cyber-warfere forces 
against countries it considers enemies, 
conducting close reconnaissance and 
infiltrating targeted online networks. 
However, it has also developed a tool 
framework, Marble, which enables it to 
disguise itself as another entity while 
launching the attacks. The best evi­
dence of this is seen in its source code, 
which contains Arabic, Chinese, Rus­
sian, Korean, and Persian languages, as 
interpreted by engineers at the Nation­
al Computer Virus Emergency

The goodwill gesture shown by new­
ly elected Japanese Prime Minister Shi- 
geru Ishiba toward China comes as a 
ray of hope for the future of Sino-Japa- 
nese relations, but it remains to be seen 
if he means it or, like many Japanese 
politicians before, will say one thing 
and do another when it comes to han­
dling relations with China. 

At a recent news briefing during his 
debut in a series of ASEAN summits 
and related meetings in Vientiane, capi­
tal of Laos, Ishiba said “clues have been 
found to solve the problems in Japan- 
China relations” although he admitted 
the ties between the two countries are 
not entirely smooth sailing. “It is hoped 
that through the efforts of the two gov­
ernments, the two peoples can share 
the fruits of the development of Japan- 
China relations,” Ishiba said.

Sam Hou Fai was elected the chief 
executive designate of the Macao Spe­
cial Administrative Region on Sunday. 

Pending his appointment by the cen­
tral authorities, Sam is poised to be the 
sixth-term chief executive of the SAR 
Sam said that his primary goal is to 
meet residents’ expectations for a better 

life by accelerating the SAR’s 
appropriate economic diversifica­
tion, as well as better integrating 
the SAR economy into the overall 
national development strategy. 

The election demonstrated die 
vitality of Macao’s democracy. 
The election, the first of its kind 
taking place after the amend­
ments to the Chief Executive 
Election Law took effect at die 
beginning of this year, effectively 
implemented the principle of

“patriots administering Macao” 
Macao’s residents are hopeful tliat the 

new leadership team will act decisively 
and press forward with determination 
to ensure that die SAR develops in a sta­
ble and prosperous manner.

Over the past 25 years, Macao has 
achieved success in numerous areas, 
demonstrating impressive economic 
vitality, social stability, and a strong 
sense of national identity and belonging. 

Once a small town with a sluggish 
economy and a lack of social security, 
Macao has emerged as a safe and pros­
perous metropolis with international 
acclaim in merely a quarter of a century. 

In 2023, Macao’s per capita GDP 
grew by 80.5 percent year-on-year to 
559,000 patacas ($70,000), more than 
four times the figure in 1999 when it 
returned to the motiierland. The

hat Chinese Premier Li Qiang met with not only Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh 
Chinh but also Th Lam, chief of the Communist Party of Vietnam, and Han Thanh Man, 
head of the country’s top legislature, during his eventful three-day visit to Vietnam start­
ing Saturday shows the all-encompassing nature of China-Vietnam relations.

Li’s visit, which comes just two months after Lam paid a state visit to China, is expected to 
create the ground to transform the strategic blueprint for advancing bilateral relations and 
building a China-Vietnam community with a shared future, as envisaged by the two heads of 
state, into concrete cooperative projects. It will also inject new vitality into the traditional 
friendship between the two countries.

Following their talks on Sunday, Li and Chinh witnessed the exchange of cooperation docu­
ments in various fields, including infrastructure connectivity, agricultural products, customs, 
finance, human resources, media and education.

The cooperation projects, according to the newly inked documents, cover fields such as 
industry, academia and research, with special focus on clean energy, biomedicine and artificial 
intelligence, highlighting the compatibility between the China-proposed Belt and Road Initia­
tive and Vietnam’s “Two Corridors and One Economic Circle” development policy, and the 
structural complementarity of the two economies.

The multilateral and bilateral economic and trade cooperation agreements which China 
and Vietnam are already signatories to, such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Part­
nership and the “Version 3.0 China-ASEAN Free Trade Area” will provide a broad platform 
and make it easier for the two countries to implement the freshly inked cooperation projects. 

Economic and trade cooperation has always been a highlight of overall China-Vietnam coop­
eration, which in turn has helped advance bilateral ties to higher levels. China is Vietnam’s 
largest trading partner, and Vietnam is China’s largest trading partner in ASEAN.

By deepening their win-win cooperation on finance, technology, investment, transportation 
infrastructure, the digital economy, the green economy, and industry and supply chain connec­
tivity, the two sides can effectively expand their common interests that will help prevent exter­
nal forces from sowing discord between them.

In the face of the fast-changing international landscape and growing global risks and challen­
ges, China and Vietnam, as socialist countries and friendly neighbors, need to make concerted 
efforts to strengthen bilateral ties and join hands to promote peace and common development 
in the region. China has always prioritized its relations with Vietnam in its neighborhood diplo­
macy, as Li said. Hearteningly, the Vietnamese side echoed Li, saying that developing relations 
with China is a top priority and strategic choice for the CPV and the Vietnamese government 

As Li emphasized, the two sides have every reason to stick to the principle of friendly consulta­
tion, properly handle their differences and deepen maritime cooperation, so that they can appro­
priately settle their disputes through friendly consultation, prevent external forces from exploiting 
them for their own narrow ends, and jointly safeguard regional maritime peace and stability.

The two countries should take the opportunity of the 75 th anniversary of the establishment 
of China-Vietnam diplomatic relations and the “China-Vietnam Year of People-to-People 
Exchanges”, both to be observed next year, to further deepen people-to-people and cultural 
exchanges, deepen understanding between the two peoples, especially the younger genera­
tions, and carry forward the cause of China-Vietnam friendship.

China is ready to work with Vietnam to strengthen coordination and cooperation on mul­
tilateral platforms such as the United Nations and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
meetings, in order to improve global governance, better safeguard the interests of develop­
ing countries and build a China-Vietnam community with a shared future, which is of stra­
tegic significance to regional peace, stability and development.

Response Center. The US cyber-warfare 
forces use these fabricated identities to 
conduct cyberattacks and espionage 
and then put the blame on the imper­
sonated countries for the attacks. The 
so-called Volt Typhoon operation is a 
misinformation campaign launched by 
the US, which is why its tactics are so 
similar to those of other operations con­
ducted by the US-led Five Eyes alliance. 

The US engages in what it is accusing 
others of doing. New evidence provided 
by the report shows that the US firmly 
controls the world’s most crucial inter­
net nodes, including the Atlantic and 
Pacific undersea cables. Working closely 
with the UK National Cyber Security 
Centre, US government agencies ana­
lyze and steal data transmitted through 
these cables, enabling indiscriminate 
surveillance of global internet users.

During his earlier meeting with Pre­
mier Li Qiang on the sidelines of the 
ASEAN summits, Ishiba said that 
Japan is willing to work with China to 
strengthen high-level exchanges, con­
duct closer dialogue and communica­
tion at all levels, and resolve pending 
issues through consultation, and push 
for steady and long-term development 
of China-Japan relations based on 
mutually beneficial cooperation. 

If the Japanese government can hon­
or Ishiba’s words, it rail indeed serve 
the common interests of the two coun­
tries. As two neighbors and important 
economic and trade partners, there is 
no reason for China and Japan to not 
follow the path of peace, friendship, 
mutually beneficial cooperation and 
common development. The two coun­
tries are still highly complementary

Ironically, two key projects under­
taken by the National Security Agency 
are named “UpStream” and “Prism” 
While the “UpStream” project means to 
address significant issues such as 
encryption cracking and incomplete 
coverage of network communication 
traffic paths, the US government also 
directly obtains user data from servers 
of mgjor US internet companies like 
Microsoft, Yahoo, Google, Facebook, 
and Apple through the “Prism” project. 

Both projects were authorized under 
Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act, allowing the US intel­
ligence community to legally, openly, 
and continuously steal global internet 
link data on behalf of the US federal 
government. The US is using its inter­
net hegemony to spy on others. 

- CHINA MEDIA GROUP

he United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon reported on Sunday that two Israeli 
tanks destroyed the main gate of one of its bases in southern Lebanon and “forcibly 
entered”the site after blocking the movement of UNIFIL personnel the previous day. 
The breach was part of recent Israeli attacks on UN forces and positions over the

weekend.
Since Sept 23, the Israel Defense Forces have been carrying out an intense air campaign 

against Lebanon, dubbed “Arrows of the North” amid escalating tensions with Hezbollah. The 
campaign has included attacks on UNIFIL positions in southern Lebanon, in which at least 
five UN peacekeepers have been injured over the past week.

The IDF offered a different version of the events, saying it had encroached on a UNIFIL posi­
tion to evacuate soldiers who had been wounded by an anti-tank missile.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has warned that any attacks on peacekeepers “may 
constitute a war crime’,’ adding that “UNIFIL personnel and its premises must never be targeted” 
“Attacks against peacekeepers are in breach of international law, including international humani­
tarian law,” Guterres said, according to a statement from his spokesman.

Israel has repeatedly urged the UN peacekeeping forces to withdraw from areas of southern 
Lebanon where fighting has intensified after it began a ground incursion into Lebanon on Sept 
30, targeting the armed group Hezbollah.

Nearly 10,000 peacekeepers from around 50 countries are stationed in Lebanon, alongside 
about 800 civilian staff. Since 1978, they have been patrollingthe area between the Litani River 
and the UN-recognized boundary between Lebanon and Israel known as the “Blue Line”

One of the countries that contributes to the UN peacekeeping mission in Lebanon, China is 
gravely concerned over and strongly condemns the IDF’s attack on the positions and observa­
tion tower of the UNIFIL, in which some UNIFIL personnel were injured.

The UNIFIL carries out its peacekeeping tasks under the mandate from a UN Security Coun­
cil resolution. Any deliberate attack on UN peacekeepers is a serious violation of international 
humanitarian law and UNSC Resolution 1701. It is absolutely unacceptable. Israel should put 
an immediate stop to such attacks.

China has sought an investigation into the incident, in an effort to bring those responsible to 
account and urged the Israeli side to take measures to prevent such incidents from happening 
again. Parties to the conflict must earnestly ensure the safety and security of all UN personnel 
and property, including the UNIFIL’s. China urges all parties, Israel in particular, to take imme­
diate measures to de-escalate tensions, ensure the safety of UN peacekeeping personnel, and 
prevent the conflict from further expanding or spiraling out of control.

Gaza has become a hell on Earth. In the meantime, in Lebanon, there has been massive 
destruction of civilian facilities, thousands of casualties, and more than 1 million people have 
been displaced, including a large number of Palestinian refugees.

A cease-fire should be an overarching priority. All parties in Lebanon have already given a 
call for an immediate cease-fire. The Arab League, too, has issued an explicit appeal. 

It is clear who holds the key to ending this crisis. Israel should set aside its obsession with use 
of force, make the right political decision, stop violating Lebanon’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and end its dangerous adventure that could drag the region into a new catastrophe. 

The United States, as the only country that provides unconditional military and financial 
support for Israel’s military operations across the region, should stop its passive procrastina­
tion, cover-up and connivance. Washington is obligated to act responsibly and play a con­
structive role in order to prevent further deterioration of the situation.

economically, and still have huge poten­
tial to explore more new growth points, 
especially in the fields of scientific and 
technological innovation, the digital 
economy and green development A 
peaceful and stable Sino-Japanese rela­
tionship not only benefits the two sides, 
but will also help boost development in 
the Asia-Pacific and beyond. 

However, it is regrettable that Japan 
has been the vanguard of the US’ Chi­
na-containment strategy. And if Japan 
fails to free itself from Washington’s 
China-containment strategy, it will be 
difficult to improve its ties with China. 

The Ishiba government is now at a 
starting point to repair Sino-Japanese 
relations. But the fundamental improve­
ment of China-Japan relations entails 
Japan matching its words with actions. 

- WU YIXUE, CHINA DAILY
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unemployment rate has also dropped 
significantly from 6.3 percent then to 
2.7 percent last year.

Macao has drawn upon its unique 
history to leverage distinctive advanta­
ges as a major platform linking China 
and Portuguese-speaking countries 
and has actively participated in the 
Belt and Road Initiative.

The coming five years are a key peri­
od for Macao to achieve the goal of 
diversifying its economy by better inte­
grating into tiie overall national devel­
opment plan. To make the most of this 
period, just as Sam proposed in his 
election campaign, Macao must be 
dedicated to seeking innovations and 
expanding its development space, 
while consistently adhering to the “one 
country, two systems” framework.

- XINHUA NEWSAGENCY

Expanded common interests strengthen 
building of community with shared future
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Tap RCEP’s potential for regional growth
Kang Bing

A
d\

MM
4

f I It
1t

I

T4 I I
Ift w I

J

MA XUEJING/CHINA DAILY

Syed Kaleem Imam

Hype, hope, and hard truths of CPEC
AA

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/18/2024 8:23:29 PM

1

mb
/j

to.

Global
Lens

tiations on key issues including die tran­
sition of rules of origin from “partial 
cumulation” to “full cumulation” are 
coordinated, and a comprehensive nega­
tive list is prepared.

Also, the secretariat should coordinate 
the process of strengthening legislation 
and fair enforcement in areas such as 
equal market access, fair competition, 
intellectual property rights protection, 
and regulatory transparency, and initiate 
consultations on mutual recognition of 
rales, regulations, management and stan­
dards of service sector among the mem­
ber states. And it should be accorded the 
authority to commission independent or 
joint research to think tanks in the RCEP 
region to chart a robust development 
plan for the RCEP’s development in the 
next decade.

Sri Lanka, Chile and China’s Hong 

The author is president of Chirm Institute 
for Reform and Development. 
The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

The author, former federal secretary and 
inspector general of police of Pakistan,
teaches law and philosophy at universi­
ties. The views don’t necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

ue over 50 percent of the RCEP region’s 
total, tiie three countries are the key driv­
ers of the full implementation of the 
RCEP, and have already reaped benefits 
from the regional FTA.

So China, Japan and the ROK should 
intensify efforts to achieve breakthroughs 
in their trilateral FTA negotiations and 
form higher-level and broader trilateral 
cooperation mechanisms, which will not 
only consolidate the achievements of 
cooperation under the RCEP framework 
but also promote a new type of regional 
economic integration.

The parties to the RECP should also 
make concerted efforts to start all possi­
ble operations of the RCEP secretariat by 
the end of this year so that timely infor­
mation is conveyed to the media and the 
public, all regional developments are 
monitored and analyzed, follow-up nego- 

*
■
*

and capacity improvements. It is not 
enough to rely on Chinese expertise; Pak­
istan needs to develop its own. A country 
that cannot stand on its own feet is 
always going to lean on another. 

Finally, security concerns need to be 
addressed head-on. The situation in Balo­
chistan will not improve overnight; it 
needs a holistic approach that goes 
beyond simply deploying more troops. 
The rale of law and apolitical policing are 
tiie only answers. Engaging with local 
communities, addressing their grievan­
ces, and making them stakeholders in 
CPEC’s success is key to ensuring the 
long-term viability of these projects. 
Simultaneously, countering hostile narra­
tives and leveraging cultural connections 
will be essential in maintaining momen­
tum and securing the trust of the local 
population. Law enforcement agencies 
should stop merely reacting to incidents 
and take security measures proactively. 
Whafs needed is not just more officers on 
tiie ground, but a strategic overhaul of 
Pakistan’s approach to securing foreign 
nationals.

CPEC 2.0 is both a challenge and an 
opportunity. It is a chance for Pakistan to 
finally capitalize on its strategic location 
and build a more vigorous, diversified 
economy. But it’s also a reminder that the 
road to economic transformation is 
fraught with obstacles, many of them 
self-inflicted.

wo girls are unpacking their luggage 
in a university dorm after going 
through their registration proce­
dures. Greeting each other, they soon

learn they come from the same province. 
Their conversation continues, and one minute 
later, they learn they come from not only' the 
same province but also the same city and 
school.

At that moment, the two girls stop unpack­
ing and look more closely at each other. “Are 
you Nancy?” one asks the other. “Are you Wen­
dy?’ the other responds. The girls then jump to 
embrace each other. Yes, they are Nancy and 
Wendy, and they were classmates and good 
friends in senior high school. The reason they 
failed to recognize each other is that after tak­
ing the college entrance exam, they both went 
for a series of cosmetic surgeries to “enhance 
their beauty” to the extent of looking like dif­
ferent persons.

This is the gist of a popular story online. 
According to reports, plastic surgeons have 

to work overtime during summer vacations, 
especially after the conclusion of the college 
entrance exam, because thousands of girls 
make appointments in advance for beauty 
enhancement procedure. More than 1 million 
Chinese people underwent cosmetic surgery 
in 2023, according to some reports.

ports roughly one-third of Pakistan’s 
power grid. Transportation infrastruc­
ture, including key roads, ports, and even 
the Lahore Orange Line Metro Train, has 
seen significant improvements. China 
has poured over $25 billion into direct 
investments, and if the official narrative 
is to be believed, CPEC has created more 
than 230,000 jobs.

Despite these successes, tiie road has 
been far from smooth. The development 
of nine planned Special Economic 
Zones, which were to be the centerpieces 
of Pakistan’s industrial revolution, has 
been hit by delays. Only four of these 
zones are currently under construction, 
and the expected industrial relocation 
from China to Pakistan has yet to mate­
rialize. Debt concerns have also cast a 
long shadow.

Security remains another thorny issue, 
particularly in Balochistan, where key 
CPEC projects are based. Despite 
enhanced security measures, terrorist 
attacks on Chinese nationals and infra­
structure projects have persisted, stalling 
progress and deterring potential inves­
tors. The recent attack on Chinese 
nationals in Karachi has once again 
posed challenges to Islamabad and Bei­
jing, and put Pakistan’s security appara­
tus under severe scrutiny. With the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization con­
ference held on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
the timing couldn’t be worse. And securi­
ty is not just a local issue. The West’s nar­
rative around CPEC has been 
consistently negative. With the West 
overtly and covertly pressuring Pakistan 
to back out of CPEC, the project has 
stopped being just an economic venture

and turned into a battlefield of narratives 
and perceptions.

Enter CPEC 2.0, the next phase of this 
ambitious endeavor, promising a shift in 
focus from infrastructure to industrial 
cooperation, agriculture, socio-econom­
ic development, and information tech­
nology. It sounds promising — a sign 
that both Islamabad and Beijing are 
keen to address gaps and learn from 
past mistakes.

For CPEC 2.0 to succeed, both Pakistan 
and China need to make some tough 
decisions. First and foremost, political 
stability and good governance are essen­
tial. It is tiie responsibility of Pakistan’s 
civil government to take the lead on this 
by ensuring that democratic institutions 
are strengthened and competent profes­
sionals are placed in key positions. CPEC 
cannot be treated as a political football, 
with each new government fiddling with 
its priorities and stalling progress. There 
needs to be cross-party consensus on the 
importance of this project to ensure it 
stays on track regardless of who is in 
power.

Secondly, it is time to prioritize. 
Instead of spreading resources thin 
across too many sectors, tiie focus should 
be on completing key projects that can 
deliver immediate benefits. Industrial 
cooperation and job creation are great 
goals, but they need to be backed by real, 
tangible investments and incentives. 

Thirdly, local capacity-building is cru­
cial. Pakistan’s industrial base is weak, 
and its workforce is under-skilled. If 
CPEC is to deliver on its promises, there 
needs to be a concerted effort to invest in 
vocational training, technology transfer

s a free trade agreement, the 
Regional Comprehensive Eco­
nomic Partnership covers not 

. only the largest free trade area 
in the world but also is ASEAN-cen­
tered, development-oriented and 
inclusive. Since coming into force 
almost 22 months ago, it has j

played a significant role in pro­
moting regional economic coop­
eration, and enhancing the 
region’s economic resilience 
and boosting its risk-resisting 
capacity. The next few years 
will be critical for the RCEP to 
perform to its full potential. 

The RCEP comprises the 10 
members of ASEAN (Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Phil- 
ippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vietnam) and Australia, 
China, Japan, the Republic of 
Korea and New Zealand. It covers
2.2 billion people (30 percent of 
the world’s population), boasts a 
GDP of $38.81 trillion (30 percent of 
global GDP in 2019), and accounts for 
nearly 28 percent of global trade. 

The low utilization rate of RCEP rales 
of origin by China and the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations has become 
a significant obstacle to realizing the full 
dividends of the RCEP. For example, in 
2022, Vietnam’s export utilization rate of 
RCEP rules of origin was only 0.67 per­
cent, far below the average utilization rate 
(33.6 percent) of the other free trade 
agreements (FTAs) it has signed, while 
Thailand’s export utilization rates of 
RCEP rales in 2022 and 2023 were just 1.9 
percent and 2.7 percent, respectively, and 
Malaysia’s export value accounted for just 
0.07 percent of its total exports to the 
RCEP markets from April 2022 to Februa­
ry 2024.

Estimates show that in 2023, the utili­
zation rates of RCEP rules of origin for 
China’s exports and imports were 4.21 
percent and 1.46 percent, respectively. 
Since a significant improvement in the 
utilization rate of RCEP rales can greatly 
benefit ASEAN, China and other mem­
bers, think tanks should study ways to 
increase the members’ utilization rates. 

In the coming years, China’s accelerat­
ed high-level opening-up will not only 
lead to major breakthroughs in China- 
ASEAN free trade but also inject new 
momentum into tiie RCEP’s continuous 
upgrading.

The third plenary session of the 20th 
Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China in July, while proposing 
major tasks for facilitating China’s higher- 
level opening-up, suggested that tiie 
country’s higher-level opening-up be 
toward least-developed economies — for 
example, Laos and Cambodia — before 
expanding to other ASEAN members. 

With the cumulative GDP and manu­
facturing added value of China, Japan 
and tiie Republic of Korea accounting for 
more than 80 percent and their trade val-

s the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) enters its sec­
ond phase, it is time to take 
stock. After a decade of grand 

promises, billions of dollars in invest­
ments and countless ribbon-cutting cere­
monies, the question remains: has the 
megaproject truly delivered, or are we 
merely giving it a new coat of paint? 

CPEC was for- 
mally launched
on July 5,2013, 
during a visit by
the Pakistani
prime minister
to China. The 
initial announcement laid the ground­
work for a broader framework of eco­
nomic cooperation between the two 
countries. Momentum picked up in April 
2015, when Chinese President Xi Jinping 
visited Pakistan, marking the inaugura­
tion of the first set of CPEC projects with 
significant agreements to enhance the 
initiative’s scope and scale. 

The vision was simple: a network of 
roads, railways, ports, and energy pro­
jects that would transform Pakistan into 
an economic powerhouse, all while giv­
ing China direct access to the Arabian 
Sea. On paper, it was a win-win for both 
nations. Fast forward to 2024, and the 
results are mixed.

Over the past decade, more than $30 
billion worth of infrastructure projects 
have been completed, including the Gwa- 
dar port, various power projects, and 
roads connecting Pakistan with Western 
China. Thirteen power projects have 
been completed, and a 4,000-megawatt 
electricity transmission line now sup-

Kong Special Administrative Region have 
applied to join the RCEP. Hong Kong’s 
early accession to the RCEP should be 
supported, as it would initiate the RCEP 
enlargement process, while Sri Lanka’s 
and Chile’s inclusion should be backed to 
make RCEP a cross-regional FTA. 

In September 2022, the China Institute 
for Reform and Development initiat­

ed the establishment of the RCEP 
Think Tank Network, attracting 18 
think tanks from 13 countries. 
Since its establishment, the think 

tank network has conducted 
research, organized discussions and 

international academic exchanges 
on RCEP’s major issues, and held 
training seminars on RCEP 
implementation, capacity­
building, spreading the part- 

j nership’s influence worldwide.
■ Yet the think tank network
M needs to make greater efforts

to promote the RCEP’s com-
■ prehensive implementation.
■ To begin with, it should focus
I on helping member states
i improve their RCEP rales’

utilization rates and regularly 
assess the extent of its compre­
hensive implementation, pro­

mote policy exchanges, 
coordination and communica­

tion among member countries, 
and provide intellectual support for 

mutual policy learning and macroe­
conomic policy coordination. 

The think tank network should 
also help promote regional eco­
nomic integration, conduct discus­
sions, exchanges and dialogues on 
major issues in cooperation with the 

member states, and between the 
RCEP and other regional and sub-re­

gional FTAs, carry out in-depth research 
on economic and trade cooperation 
between the Hainan Free Trade Port and 
ASEAN under the RCEP framework, 
build an institutionalized exchange and 
research platform and strive to hold an 
RCEP international forum in Hong Kong 
and develop it into a brand. 

Moreover, it should find ways to 
strengthen the RCEP’s implementation 
capacity building by, for example, estab­
lishing an RCEP “Implementation Capac­
ity Building Academy” to conduct 
institutionalized RCEP implementation 
capacity training.

The RCEP has set an important agenda 
by releasing huge resources for trade and 
investment, and facilitating dynamic 
activities in regional and global value 
chains. It is a critically important FTA for 
tiie world amid rising global uncertain­
ties and some countries’ inward-looking 
policies, and provides an impetus for 
global trade and investment and supports 
open regionalism.

I am a bit skeptical about the accuracy of 
the figure because most of the plastic surger­
ies are done by private hospitals which some­
times are reluctant to report tiie correct 
number of such surgeries in order to evade 
tax. But one thing is for sure: the number of 
people undergoing cosmetic surgery is on the 
rise and more and more students like Nancy 
and Wendy are paying thousands of yuan to 
‘look better”.

Reports sayan increasing number of girls 
are asking their parents to pay for their “beau­
ty-enhancing procedure” as their reward for 
doing well in the college entrance exam. Par­
ents, in general, are mostly happy to pay if 
they can afford to, because many think that 
inner beauty and outer beauty are equally 
important to their daughters’ development. 

The long summer vacation provides enough 
time for girls to undergo a cosmetic surgery. 
When a new school year begins in September, a 
girl who has undergone a cosmetic surgery and 
looks “more beautiful” can walk onto the cam­
pus with more confidence. In a completely new 
environment, few people would realize that tiie 
girl has probably undergone a double-eyelid or 
rhinoplasty surgery, or breast augmentation 
procedure, or all possible procedures. 

Chinese society has become tolerant toward 
young women’s efforts to “look beautiful” 
unlike about 20 years ago when a person with 
double eyelids would become the favorite top­
ic of discussion of neighbors, people today 
tend to turn a blind eye toward someone who 
looks different after being absent from tiie 
neighborhood for a few days. Most people 
tend to believe those undergoing cosmetic sur­
gery are not doing anything wrong by paying, 
with their own money, to enhance their beauty 
because it makes them feel more confident of 
and satisfied with themselves.

Opposing opinions do exist. Some say cos­
metic surgeries may weaken women’s social 
standing and turn them into eye candies. Oth­
ers claim that by being obsessed with their 
physical appearance, young women could end 
up neglecting their studies, and lose out on 
intellectual and spiritual development. 

Such criticisms compel us to choose either 
option A or option B. The question is: Why 
can’t people choose both of them? 

More than 100 years ago when the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911) was overthrown, the revo­
lutionaries required all Chinese men to cut off 
their braids and bid goodbye to feudal rule. 
Many people refused, because they believed 
their hair was given to them by their parents 
and, hence, should never be cut off. Some even 
said they’d rather be beheaded than cut off 
their braid.

Keeping that part of China’s history in 
mind, we should appreciate that Chinese soci­
ety today understands and tolerates young 
women’s wish to enhance their beauty. We 
hope our Nancys and Wendys walk onto col­
lege campuses not only looking more beautiful 
and confident but also excel in their academic 
fields.

The author is former deputy
editor-in-chief of China Daily.
kangbing@chinadaily.com.cn

Enhanced beauty 
can be compatible 
with intellectual 
development

Some say cosmetic surgeries
may weaken women’s social 
standing and turn them into 
eye candies.
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•Erof the BRICS, it goes without saying that 
the BRICS platform represents one of the 
most significant developments in global 
governance. Over the past decade, the 
BRICS has increasingly demonstrated the 
ability to embark on innovative measures 
aimed at addressing the deep imbalances 
afflicting the world.

In principle, not a single serious global 
issue can be effectively decided today by a 
single power, no matter how large or confi­
dent it is, especially through the unaccept­
able infringement on the interests of other 
countries. That is why the theme for this 
year’s summit is “Strengthening Multilat­
eralism for Equitable Global Development 
and Security” Chair Russia and its part­
ners regard the BRICS as a champion for a 
multipolar world, the development of 
which all BRICS members are endeavoring 
to contribute to in the name of a brighter 
and more harmonious future for all its 
people.

Furthermore, the BRICS is not guided by 
the “bloc principle”, but on the principles of 
mutual respect, a sovereign choice of devel­
opment path and the implementation of 
the fundamental principle of the UN Char­
ter, among others, the sovereign equality of 
states.

The upcoming BRICS summit is taking 
place against the backdrop of an increas­
ingly changing and uncertain world with 
problems and challenges such as weak 
leadership, inadequate economic growth, 
unilateralism, protectionism, hegemonism, 
power politics and the fueling of geopoliti­
cal tensions which affect world peace and 
stability. Although these issues are all inter­
linked, the responses by the international 
community to these global challenges have 
sadly been woefully inadequate and frag­
mented.

These new realities call for a fundamen­
tal reform of the institutions of global gov­
ernance so that they may be more 
representative and better able to respond to 
the challenges the world faces.

The Global South is a major force on the 
global stage as it represents 85 percent of 

launched, as well as the first BYD electric 
vehicle production facility in the Jizzakh 
region, the first of its kind in Central Asia. 

This is just a small example of Uzbekis­
tan’s cooperation within the broader con­
text of Central Asia’s engagement with 
China in recent times. In general, Uzbekis­

tan, like other Central Asian countries, 
views China as a reliable partner within the 
SCO framework in addressing emerging 
complex challenges in the modern world 
order.

A summit held in Astana, Kazakhstan, in 
July, amid tectonic shifts in world politics, 
economics and other areas of international 
relations, was particularly important. At

group, BRICS member countries work in a 
committed fashion toward strengthening 
cooperation. Critics of the BRICS, who 
thought the formation would end up being 
another talk shop, have been proven 
wrong. The BRICS is a goal-oriented forma­
tion with continuity, concrete and tactical 
actions.

It is anticipated that at its forthcoming 
summit in Kazan, the BRICS will once 
again give concrete and practical content to 
the core principle on which it was founded, 
namely one of shaping an international 
order that is more fair, just, inclusive, equi­
table and representative.

The author is a senior research fellow at the 
Institute of African Studies at Zhejiang 
Normal University and a former senior 
diplomat in the South African Department 
of International Relations and Coopera­
tion. The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by Chi­
na Daily. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

The author is director and a professor of the 
World History Department with Tashkent 
State Pedagogical University named after 
Nizami in Uzbekistan. The author contrib­
uted this article to China Watch, a think
tank powered by China Daily. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

stone in South Africa’s quest to advance its 
own national development priorities by 
forging stronger ties with the important 
emerging economies of China, Brazil, Rus­
sia and India. BRICS is of immense strate­
gic importance to South Africa. In the 14 
years since it joined the grouping. South 
Africa has enhanced its position as an 
important emerging economy and 
strengthened its activism on the global 
stage, particularly around the reform and 
strengthening of multilateralism. 

South Africa’s priority in the BRICS 
remains to ensure the economic growth of 
the countries in the association, Africa and 
the Global South.

Since its inception 16 years ago, the 
BRICS has become a positive, stabilizing 
and constructive force with rising interna­
tional influence and appeal on the interna­
tional stage, and lias always been closely 
linked to the destiny of emerging markets 
and developing countries.

Contradicting all expectations in the 
West of die eventual weakening of the 

the summit, the leaders of SCO member 
states thoroughly discussed the conditions 
for future cooperation within the organiza­
tion. Reaching a consensus on the further 
development of intergovernmental rela­
tions within the SCO, in accordance with 
the principles of equality, mutual respect, 
and trust, the Astana Declaration of the 
Council of Heads of State of the SCO was 
adopted.

Speaking at the summit and assessing 
the current realities, Uzbekistan President 
Shavkat Mirzivoyev rightly emphasized: 
“We must strengthen the unity of the ‘SCO 
family5, maximize the opportunities that 
arise, and consistently implement the prin­
ciple of joint development.”

Indeed, over its quarter-century activity, 
the SCO has demonstrated its resilience 
and attractiveness to many countries in a 
rapidly changing global order. Today, it 
serves as a hub for many nations seeking to 
build broad cooperation without political 
and ideological biases.

A notable example of a new form of coop­
eration among SCO member countries is 
the “Central Asia-China” format, with its 
first summit held in May 2023 in Xi’an, 
Northwest China’s Shaanxi province. This 
summit resulted in the achievement of 54 
key points of consensus and cooperation 
initiatives, including the creation of 19 mul­
tilateral cooperation platforms and the 
signing of nine documents on multilateral 
cooperation within the summit framework. 
Additionally, an agreement was reached to 
use the summit as an opportunity to offi­
cially establish a mechanism for regular 
meetings of the heads of state of Central 
Asia and China, to be held every two years 
alternately between Central Asian coun­
tries and China.

Thus, the establishment of the “Central 
Asia-China” format within the framework 
of the SCO is of particular significance in 
the history of relations between Central 
Asian countries and China. Furthermore, it 
serves as an example of the creation of 
qualitatively new forms of interaction 
among states based on the principles of 
strengthening mutual trust, friendship and 
good neighborliness in die context of a 
multipolar world.
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he paradox of globalization lies in 
die fact that time itself dictates the 
need to establish a modern system 
of international relations where

issues arising at both the global and region­
al levels must be resolved collectively. How­
ever, with the shift from a bipolar to a 
multipolar world, which is characteristic of 
globalization, new challenges are emerging. 

Central Asia, consist­
ing of five independent 
republics, stands out due 
to its geopolitical and 
geostrategic significance 
in today’s rapidly chang­
ing world. Located at the 
heart of the Eurasian

space and possessing vast reserves of natu­
ral resources, the region occupies a special 
place in the modem global community. 
One cannot overlook the geopolitical role of 
the People’s Republic of China, which, with 
its rapidly growing economy and progres­
sive ideas for establishing a fair global 
order, holds a prominent position in today’s 
world.

In the new historical conditions, many 
countries including Central Asian states 
and China, are facing new challenges of the 
era, where the task of ensuring security and 
stability triumphs over development and 
the economy. It should be noted that a key 
factor in ensuring cooperation among 
countries across the vast Eurasian space is 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. 
Today, the SCO brings together 10 countries 
with a total population of 3.4 billion people 
— nearly half the world’s population. The 
total territory of SCO member countries 
exceeds 34 million square kilometers, 
which is more than 60 percent of the Eura­
sian continent.

With its geopolitical and economic signif­
icance, the SCO has always advocated for, 
and continues to promote, a fair world 
order. It adheres to universally recognized 
principles of international law and multi­
lateralism, with the United Nations playing 
the central coordinating role. Regarding 
cooperation between Central Asia and Chi­
na, it can be justly stated that it is confi­
dently progressing on an upward trajectory. 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan, along with China and Russia, 
as founding members of the SCO, maintain 
multilateral cooperation at a strategic part­
nership level within the framework of this 
organization.

The development of relations with China, 
both on a bilateral basis and within the 
SCO, holds particular significance for the

J

ince its inception, the BRICS has 
had a positive effect on the interna­
tional system and BRICS countries 
have individually emerged to

assume higher economic rankings. In the 
run-up to the summit in Kazan, Russia, 
from Oct 22 to 24, the BRICS continues to 
actively implement measures to enhance 
intra-BRICS cooperation under three pil­

lars — political and secu­
rity, economic and 
financial, cultural and 
people-to-people 
exchanges — to speed up 
the implementation of 
the United Nations’ 2030 
Sustainable Develop­

ment Agenda, further broaden and deepen 
tiie cooperation among BRICS members 
and elevate the influence of developing 
nations in global affairs.

In fact, during the BRICS foreign minis­
ters’ meeting in New York on Sept 26 on the 
margins of the 79th United Nations Gener­
al Assembly, the ministers discussed major 
global and regional issues, as well as vari­
ous UN agendas covering topics such as 
politics, security, economics, finance and 
sustainable development, strengthening 
multilateralism, as well as working toward 
real reform of global governance institu­
tions.

The BRICS can be proud of its coopera­
tion achievements which are multi-secto­
rial and multi-faceted. The progress that 
has been recorded is due to the collective 
commitment of all BRICS members to 
ensure the effective implementation of all 
its decisions which are based on consen­
sus.

The BRICS now represents about 45 
percent of the global population (3.5 bil­
lion people) and accounts for 36 percent of 
tiie world’s GDP, which totals approxi­
mately $29 trillion. The bloc’s collective 
share of global oil production stands at 44 
percent, giving it massive leverage in ener­
gy security and global economic discus­
sions.

In fact, based on the many achievements 

the global population; the fastest growing 
global economies today are also from the 
Global South. The latest round of BRICS 
expansion shows the desire of Global South 
countries to claim their share in economic 
development and take a leading role in 
global governance. The BRICS is a force to 
be reckoned with and is poised to shape the 
global order. Countries of the political West, 
in particular the United States and the 
European Union, will increasingly have to 
re-evaluate their model for cooperation and 
development with the Global South to 
avoid “losing” these countries as crucial 
partners in a world order that is increasing­
ly marked by fragmentation and competi­
tion.

The accession of new countries such as 
Egypt, Iran, the United Arab Emirates, Sau­
di Arabia and Ethiopia, and the interest 
shown by a growing number of countries to 
develop ties with the BRICS are strengthen­
ing tiie BRICS’ international standing. 

Proposals on how to accommodate new 
partner countries will therefore be on the 
agenda of the Kazan summit.

The Global South is increasingly provid­
ing leadership and China is working with 
the African continent and other BRICS 
members to shape a new world order of 
hope, inclusivity and the building of a com­
munity with a shared future.

BRICS leaders continue to express their 
support for infrastructure development in 
Africa and its industrialization. The BRICS 
has undertaken to support Africa’s efforts 
to accelerate the diversification and mod­
ernization of its economies, through infra­
structure development, knowledge 
exchange and support for increased access 
to technology, enhanced capacity-building 
and investment in human capital, urban 
development, green energy, tiie moderniza­
tion of agriculture and food security.

The BRICS countries are the largest trad­
ing partners of Africa. In fact, the BRICS 
lias nourished Africa’s economic emer­
gence and elevated the continent’s contem­
porary global relevance.

Joining the BRICS in 2010 was a mile-
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Establishment of a Central Asia-China format within the framework 
of the SCO is of particular significance in the history of relations 

between Central Asian countries and China
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At its forthcoming summit in Kazan, BRICS will once again reiterate 
that it was founded for shaping an international order that is 
more fair, just, inclusive, equitable and representative
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Central Asian countries and especially for tures have been created. Additionally, an
Uzbekistan. This is vividly demonstrated by Uzbek-Chinese technology park has been 
the fact that by the end of 2023, trade
between the two countries reached $14 bil­
lion, and the current portfolio of invest­
ment projects exceeded $50 billion. Since
the beginning of 2024, over $3 billion of
Chinese investment has been utilized in
Uzbekistan, and more than 500 joint ven-
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Paintings explore
odyssey of vision

A painting of the Mogao Caves by Chang Shuhong in 1947.
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Contact the writer at 
fangaiqing@chinadaily.com.cn
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Clockwise from above left: Visitors at an exhibition on Chang Shuhong, Dunhuang Academy’s 
founding director, at the Zhejiang Provincial Museum. His son Chang Jiahuang (left) and Pan Yun-
he, academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, at the exhibition. A file photo featuring 
Chang Shuhong and colleagues maintaining pathways outside the Mogao Caves in Gansu province.

azing at the paintings of Chang Shu­
hong (1904-94), founding director of 

‘the Dunhuang Academy, people can 
still feel the fundamental draw of the 

Mogao Caves that brought him back from France 
in the 1930s, leaving behind a prospect of an 
emerging classical oil painter.

The following five decades saw him immerse 
in the charm of the treasure trove of Buddhist 
murals and painted sculptures as a wholeheart­
ed protector of the grottoes in the Gobi Desert of 
Northwest China.

His later works, therefore, were largely influ­
enced by murals in the Mogao Caves of Dunhuang, 
Gansu province — a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
— and a more down-to-earth, local artistic expres­
sion of China popular at that time, says Zhang Yiq- 
ing, research librarian at the Zhejiang Provincial 
Museum in Hangzhou, Chang’s hometown.

In commemoration of the 120th anniversary 
of Chang’s birth, some of his oil paintings, water­
colors and sketches are on show at the museum 
through to Sunday.

The exhibits also include Chang’s copies of the 
murals in the Mogao Caves, as well as zhongcai 
(heavy-color) paintings, an important genre of 
Chinese painting with fine, precise delimitation 
and the layering of pigmented hues.

Through Chang’s own depiction, the exhibi­
tion gives a display of early conservation efforts 
of the Dunhuang Academy, while tracing 
Chang’s artistic exploration and achievements 
before and after he went back from France.

Chang was bom in Hangzhou, a warm, wet and 
picturesque city along the lower reaches of the 
Yangtze River. In his early 20s, he went to France 
to study oil painting and fabric pattern design.

His graduation work at the Ecole Nationale 
Superieure des Beaux-Arts de Lyon, Portrait of 
Madame G, ranked top among his peer gradu­
ates. He later entered the prestigious Ecole 
Nationale Superieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris 
with a scholarship funded by the city of Lyon.

In France, Chang was active in salons, official 
art exhibitions sponsored by the French govern­
ment. Having received several awards, some of 
his works were included among the collections 
of French cultural and artistic institutions, such 
as the Centre Pompidou in Paris.

An encounter on the bank of the Seine 
changed his life.

From a bookseller Chang got to read French 
explorer and Sinologist Paul Pelliot’s photo cata­
log, the six-volume Les Grottes de Touen-Houang 
(The Grottoes of Dunhuang). He then visited the 
Guimet Museum, or the National Museum of 
Asian Arts, to see the relics of Dunhuang taken 
by Pelliot.

Chang marveled at the beauty and profound­
ness of the caves, first built more than 1,600 years 
ago, while mourning the loss of or damage to the 
cultural relics.

He then made up his mind to go back to his 
home country and devote his life to the preser­
vation of the grottoes and the promotion of Dun­
huang studies.

Chang came back in 1936. Amid the War of 
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression (1931- 
45), he managed to arrive in Dunhuang after a 
month’s arduous journey in 1943 and prepared 
for the establishment of what is known today as 
the Dunhuang Academy.

This year also marks the 80th anniversary of 
the founding of the academy, which currently 
oversees the Mogao Caves and several other rel­
ics sites in Gansu.

In the late 1990s, Chang’s second wife Li 
Chengxian (1924-2003) and their children donat­
ed more than 200 paintings of Chang to the Zhe­
jiang Provincial Museum, a small part of which 
are displayed at the museum’s permanent Chang 
Shuhong Gallery.

Zhang, who is also curator of the ongoing tem­
porary exhibition, says its more than 80 paint­
ings serve as a larger presentation of Chang’s 
works housed at the museum, alongside the col­
lection of Shanghai-based Long Museum and the 
private collection of Chang Jiahuang, Chang 
Shuhong’s second son.

in 1933 in Paris, displayed at the Chang Shuhong 
Gallery, and the other in 1976, on show at the 
temporary exhibition.

The earlier painting, conforming to the classi­
cal style, is overall of a gray tone with low satura­
tion, whereas in the latter one, the painter used 
bold and clear lines, large red and green blocks to 
create striking contrast, though like before, the 
fish glisten in subtle light.

Zhang adds that such transformation reflects 
the influence of the art of Dunhuang.

Highlights of the exhibition also include one of 
Chang Shuhong’s facsimiles of a mural from 
Cave 254, dating back to the Northern Wei 
Dynasty (386-534), depicting a well-known piece 
of the Jataka tales, narratives of former incarna­
tions of the Buddha. In his lifetime, Chang Shu­
hong copied this mural many times.

He once wrote, the creators of this mural, fea­
turing Prince Sattva sacrificing himself to feed a 
hungry tigress, so cleverly and skillfully com­
bined different scenes of different times in the 
space of a single picture — his trip to the jungles, 
his offering of his own blood and flesh to the 
tigress, as well as his two brothers’ discovery of 
his remains, their grief, and how they bury their 
sibling and build a stupa for him.

A solemn and heavy atmosphere is strength­
ened with the lines and colors, the contours and 
content, as well as the deep brown hue, he added. 

Chang Shuhong wrote in 1948 that conserva­
tion of the caves required detailed, accurate and 
systematic facsimile of the murals with a faith­
ful attitude, which is a matter of patience and 
sacrifice of one’s own style and personality. His 
devotion to protecting the Mogao Caves largely 
cut down the time and effort paid to his own 
painting.

In 1951, staff members of the academy co-au­
thored an article introducing their facsimile 
project, which said that over the past four decades, 
many of the murals presented in Pelliot’s photo 
catalog had been destroyed or faded. With limited 
scientific knowledge and facilities, facsimile had 
become their priority and urgency.

According to Chang Jiahuang, since the 1950s, 
his father had been frequently inviting art 
majors from across the country to copy the 
murals and sculptures of the Mogao Caves, while 
learning the traditional arts of Dunhuang.

In 1979, he also replicated the mural featuring 
Prince Sattva of Cave 254, when he and a dozen 
classmates at the Lanzhou-based Academy of 
Fine Art and Design of Northwest Normal Uni­
versity joined this program under the strict 
supervision of his father, who, nevertheless, 
would sometimes visit them without notice late 
at night in the caves where they were working, 
bringing pears he himself grew.

Chang Jiahuang says: “It was only after a long 
time that I learned from my father’s memoir why 
he had such an attachment to this mural and 
why he wanted me to copy it.

“During his most difficult times, this painting 
inspired him, generating courage for him to per­
severe. In those three months, I deeply felt the 
dedication of ancient painters of Dunhuang and 
my own parents.”

This year also marks the 100th anniversary of 
his mother’s birth, who joined in the research 
and conservation of the Mogao Caves in 1947. In 
April, the son donated their family’s 1,500 boxes 
of belongings to Zhejiang University, his father’s 
alma mater, for research and digitalization.
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Top: A copy of a Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534) mural at Cave 428 in the Mogao Caves by Chang Shu­
hong. Above: A facsimile by Chang Shuhong of murals at Cave 257 of the Mogao Caves.

Paintings depicting fish, in 1933 in Paris (left) and in 1976 back in China, highlight Chang Shuhong’s
transformation in artistic style, photos provided to china daily and by fang aiqing / china daily

Sincere creativity
With his subtle brush, Chang Shuhong record­

ed the Mogao Caves and the Dunhuang city in 
different seasons: the trees and blossoms in 
spring; the frozen Daquan River in front of the 
caves during winter, children playing on ice, a 
white stupa in the distance; and birds in snow 
against the backdrop of the landmark timber- 
structured nine-floor building that houses the 
tallest statue of Maitreya Buddha, or the Buddha 
of the Future, at the Mogao Caves.

Upon his arrival, Chang Shuhong and col­
leagues pioneered a systematic conservation of 
the relics, planting trees and building protective 
walls, reinforcing the cliffs, constructing path­
ways, cleaning up the caves buried in sand, inves­
tigating and numbering them. Many of his 
paintings feature these efforts carried out at the 
windy and sandy Gobi Desert.

He also depicted several times the bustling 
temple fair in front of the caves, falling annually 
around the eighth day of the fourth month on the 
Chinese lunar calendar, in celebration of the 
birthday of Siddhartha Gautama (better known 
as the Buddha).

During the nine years in France, Chang Shu­
hong focused mainly on classical realistic oil 
painting, constantly exploring what could possi­
bly become a “Chinese style of oil painting” and 
integrating it with his generation of artists’ 
reflection of life and concern about society.

Hence, the art of Dunhuang particularly reso­
nated with Chang Shuhong, as it was, in his own 
words, “created by ordinary people and for the 
ordinary people”. He saw in it exuberant, sincere 
creativity that he realized would have a signifi­
cant impact on the creation of art in the coming 
decades, Zhang says.

Two paintings of fresh produce Chang Shu­
hong created in different periods exemplify his 
transformation in artistic style. One was painted

Embracing technology
As early as in the 1980s, Chang Shuhong had 

foreseen the potential of digitalization in cultur­
al relics conservation.

Pan Yunhe, academician at the Chinese Acad­
emy of Engineering and former principal of Zhe­
jiang University, who joined the initial 
digitalization exploration of the Mogao Caves, 
recalls his first meeting with Chang Shuhong in 
1982.

At that time, Chang Shuhong was among the 
jury of Pan’s first academic program, which pio­
neered in generating patterns with artificial 
intelligence. Chang Shuhong expressed interest 
in preserving the murals of Dunhuang with a 
digital approach, visiting Pan’s laboratory and 
discussing the feasibility.

“He was open-minded and very sensitive to 
new things. Ahead of his time, he could always 
absorb new things into his own creation,” Pan 
says, adding that Chang Shuhong was very kind 
and gentle to young people like him, who was at 
that time in his 30s.

In 1998, the Dunhuang Academy and Zhej iang 
University launched an academic program led by 
Pan and sponsored by the National Natural Sci­
ence Foundation of China to explore preserva­
tion, research and utilization of the Mogao Caves 
on a digital basis.

Pan says, the launch of the program resulted 
from years of endeavor with the Chang family — 
the parents, firstborn daughter Chang Shana, 
who was director of what is now Academy of Arts 
and Design of Tsinghua University, and Chang 
Jiahuang — as well as Fan Jinshi, who took 
charge as director of the Dunhuang Academy 
that year.

“Chang Shuhong was well-established in oil 
painting. It’s a pity he painted so little in the lat­
ter part of his life,” Pan said while visiting the 
exhibition at the Zhejiang Provincial Museum on 
Sept 29.

That day, Chang Jiahuang said at the exhibi­
tion’s opening ceremony that as his parents’ stu­
dent, secretary and assistant, he witnessed their 
twists and turns, their creation and research, and 
experienced their art and spirits, following 
which he grew to become introspective, modest 
and rigorous.

According to him, the ongoing exhibition is 
the largest display of Chang Shuhong’s paintings 
since 1990 and a good presentation of the mas­
ter’s spirits conveyed through his works.
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Exhibition highlights the work of artist who 
realized the significance of the Mogao Caves, 

Fang Aiqing reports in Hangzhou.
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Art crosses boundaries to exciting era
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Classical pianist hits new notes online and onstage
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which won Luo Yuxin, an ink paint­
er from Guangdong province, a gold 
prize at the exhibition.

On a technical level, she presents 
the brilliance of the minimalist style 
of classic Chinese painting in which 
a painter utilizes varying shades of 
black and white, and a serene mood 
accentuated by the liubai technique 
— applying white to create areas of 
“blankness”

Luo created the work out of con-

ties of each sign. All 12 pieces are fin­
ished and will be released during 
the corresponding zodiac months. 
The full project will be out by Febru­
ary next year,” he says.
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cem over the years for endangered 
species and biodiversity and to raise 
awareness for the biology of the 
polar regions. It depicts a peaceful 
scene in which a family of polar 
bears enjoy a moment on the ice and 
below the water with fish swimming 
joyfully.

The composition is employed 
from the flower and bird genre of 
classic Chinese painting, which Luo 
specializes in, while reminding peo-

those who engage in poverty allevia­
tion, rural vitalization, environmen­
tal protection and major national 
construction projects.

Fan adds that on a microcosmic 
level, people can reflect on the past 
five years’ historic moments, such 
as the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Communist Party 
of China and the 75th anniversary 
of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, to feel the spirit

By CHEN NAN
chennan@chinadaily.cmi.cn

of China and the country’s empow­
ered people.

Liu Wanming, an ink artist who 
heads the China National Academy 
of Painting, says he is surprised that 
“many painters insist on exploring 
creation in large format, a challeng­
ing undertaking to blend tech­
niques and content well”.

An example at the exhibition is 
Through Thick and Thin, 2.4 meters 
in height and 2 meters in length,

>^2
A

Tony Ann’s music journey began 
at 11 years old when his schoolteach­
er showed his class a documentary 
about German composer Beethoven 
and his life. That inspired the boy 
who was born in Beijing and had 
moved to Toronto, Canada, with his 
family when he was 6 years old.

Watching Beethoven grapple with 
gradual hearing loss and how he 
communicated his struggles and 
suffering through his music reso­
nated with Ann and made him want 
to write music.

Ann asked his parents for piano 
lessons not because he was particu­
larly interested in the instrument 
but because he wanted to use it as a 
tool to write songs.

Classically trained, the pianist 
studied at two music schools in the 
United States — Berklee College of

7 •

alphabet and the series took off 
from there,” says Ann, who has more 
than 6 million followers on social 
media.

“Classical music has made a huge 
impact on me. It shaped a lot of my 
techniques and my musical think­
ing. I try to be as authentic and origi­
nal as possible online — whether it’s 
in the way I caption, message or 
interact during livestreams,” he 
says. “Being genuine is really impor­
tant to me. My fans inspire me with 
their messages and stories, especial­
ly during concerts.

“I think the key to grabbing atten­
tion online is presenting content 
that’s both familiar and unique, 
something that resonates but also 
sparks curiosity?’ he adds.

During the shows in Beijing and 
Shanghai, he performed his original 
pieces in the trilogy of EPs released 
last year under Decca Records: 
Emotionally Blue, Emotionally Red

*
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Music for composition and produc­
tion and the Cleveland Institute of 
Music, where he studied classical 
piano. However, he is part of a rising 
number of global young musicians 
with classical training who also pos­
sess modern sensibilities that 
appeal to the masses and see social 
media as a tool to get their talent 
noticed.

The pianist was 14 when he start­
ed his YouTube channel and upload­
ed short clips of his live 
performances and piano covers of 
popular pop songs.

His most popular content series 
“ftPlayThatWord” was launched in 
202-3. In the series, he writes the 26 
letters of the alphabet on his key­
board, with one letter on each key. 
Then he asks his followers to sug­
gest a word for him to play and com­
poses a piece based on that word.

This year, Ann completed his first 
European tour and is touring world-

he elliptical Hall No 1 on 
the ground floor of the 
National Art Museum of
China in Beijing is normal­

ly saved for events of great impor­
tance, often exhibitions by historical 
artists of luminosity.

Entering the expansive room 
today, you will find a painting hung 
in the center created by Shen 
Xiaoming, an ink artist from Zheji­
ang province who is pursuing a 
doctoral degree in classical Chi­
nese painting at the China Acade­
my of Art in Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
province.

In his piece titled Golden Land, 
Shen, 38, depicts and speaks for his 
peers — people whom he has come 
across on the streets, construction 
sites, factories and restaurants, and 
those hoping for a better life in big 
cities.

“They come from rural places. 
Their grandfathers and fathers, 
back in the tallages, have devoted 
their lives to forming. My peers are 
‘farming’ on a different kind of land 
in the cities,” Shen says.

“The figures in the painting are 
real people I met when preparing 
the work. I talked to them for a long 
tune and felt that, although they 
moved to cities, they are emotional­
ly attached to the land their families 
have worked hard on for genera­
tions,” he adds.

Tims in the painting, he positions 
the people not against the back­
ground of urban landscapes but an 
extensive field of agricultural har­
vest and portrays them as if monu­
ments rising from the field. 

“Young people have a new atti­
tude, a temperament their predeces­
sors do not possess. They are more 
confident and active in embracing 
changes and facing challenges,” 
Shen says.

His fine brushwork reflecting the 
emotions of the migrant generation 
reached the hearts of the juries of 
the 14th National Exhibition of Fine 
Arts, oiganized by the China Artists 
Association, who awarded the piece 
a gold prize.

Held every five years since 1949, 
the National Exhibition of Fine Arts 
gives a panoramic view of fine art 
and design in the country.

This year, it returned to the 
National Art Museum of China 
and National Museum of China, 
where prizewinning works such as 
Shen’s Golden Land and various 
other entries are on display until 
Oct 24.

Works displayed include paint­
ings, sculptures, prints, installa­
tions, animations, mixed-media and 
graphic and industrial designs to 
show an intensified integration of 
art and technology.

They exhibit how art has been 
applied to transform people’s lives, 
such as uniforms for Chinese astro­
nauts and the visual designs — 
graphics and color systems — for the 
19th Asian Games held in Hangzhou 
in 2022.

Depicting the greatness of ordi­
nary people and hailing their spirit 
is at the core of the National Exhi­
bition of Fine Arts, says Fan Di’an, 
chairman of the China Artists 
Association.

He says that focusing on people 
offers a vivid life portrayal in the 
works selected for the exhibition —

wide until early 2025. On Sept 4, he 
made his debut at Beijing’s Blue 
Note as part of his ongoing world 
tour, where the pianist also played 
the game with the audience. Ann 
also performed in Shanghai on Sept 
5.

Ann notes that the show in Bei­
jing was special to him because it’s 
the city where he was born. 

“I really enjoyed the concert and 
talking with the fans. Speaking 
Mandarin onstage was a first for me 
and definitely a highlight,” he says. 

During an interview that day, the 
pianist says that the idea for “#Play- 
ThatWord” came from his father, 
who suggested he do a video for 
International Pi Day on March 14, 
dedicated to the famous mathemati­
cal constant.

“I had the idea to write out the 
numbers on the piano keys and cre­
ate a melody using the digits of Pi 
(3.14...). After that, I moved on to the
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Clockwise from top: Award-winning works and entries at the 14th National Exhibition of Fine Arts are on show at the National Art Museum of China in Beijing, by zheng binbin / 
for china daily The exhibition includes works as Beautiful Xinjiang, by Li Dan, Liu Zihan, Liu Rui and Liu Lijuan; Golden Land, by Shen Xiaoming; and Through Thick and Thin, 
by Luo Yuxin. photos provided to china daily

and Emotionally Orange, which 
were created in a similar way to 
Lost, Time, Anxiety, and Love — 
exploring diverse human emotions. 

Ann often takes his keyboard to 
landmarks and natural scenes 
around the world. During his trip to 
China last month, he played it on 
die Great Wall in Beijing, filmed 
himself playing at the historic land­
mark and shared die videos online. 

Besides landmarks, the pianist 
often performs in public spaces, 
such as airports. Whether it be die 
setting or the people watching, he 
becomes inspired by the locations. 

Now, he is working on a project 
tided 360° where he creates a song 
for each star sign. The 12-song 
album focuses on the 12 horoscope 
signs with themes relating the emo­
tions and personalities of each star 
sign set to music.

“I’ve tried to make each piece 
unique, reflecting the distinct quali-

ple of a pressing environmental 
problem that “can take a toll on die 
future of humanity” Luo says.

She adds that she seeks to 
enrich naturalism in traditional 
ink art by addressing the coexist­
ence of people and other life and 
the construction of an ecological 
civilization.

Exhibition gives panoramic view of intricate skill and. design in China, 
offering vivid portrayal of ordinary people, Lin Qi reports.

Pianist Tony Ann performed at 
Blue Note Beijing on Sept 5 as 
part of his ongoing global tour. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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First emperor
t

still fascinates>

with his treasures
Exhibition showcases priceless artifacts from mausoleum of Qinshihuang, report Wang Ru in Beijing and Qin Feng in Xi’an.
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Key archaeological findings over five decades
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1 Terracotta Warriors No 12 
and 3 pits: The No 1 Pit was dis­
covered in 1974 when local farmers 

were drilling wells. Then archaeolo­
gists discovered No 2 and No 3 pits 
to the north of it in 1976, which join 

to constitute a group of satellite 

pits, about 1.5 kilometers from 

Emperor Qinshihuang's main grave. 
The three pits cover an area of 

14,260,6,000 and 520 square 

meters and have yielded about 
8,000 Terracotta Warriors and 
horses, over 100 model chariots 

and more than 40,000 bronze 

weapons.
The Terracotta army is arranged 

in a military formation, with three 

divisions and a command center. 

They symbolize the garrison guard­
ing Qin's capital, Xianyang, during

the reign of Emperor Qinshihuang. 

The discovery of the Terracotta 

Warriors pits has provided various 

research topics of the Qin Dynasty, 
such as the types of troops, equip­
ment. organization, formation of 

the army, manufacturing tech­
niques of Terracotta Warriors, and 

the production techniques of the 

weapons.

2. Bronze chariots and horses: 
In 1978, archaeologists found two 

large-scale painted bronze model 

chariots and horses to the west of 
the giant mound above the main 
grave of the emperor. They were put 

in a wooden coffin but crushed into 
pieces when discovered. Luckily, 

their components are still complete 

which took scholars eight years to 

restore. The bronze chariots and 
horses are modeled after the actual 

shape of real chariots. Although the 

size is half of the real, it meticulous­

ly simulates the intricate details of 
the original. Previously discovered 

chariots were made of wood and 
had decayed by the time of excava­
tion. The discovery of the bronze 

chariots allows people to see a repli­

ca of ancient imperial chariots.
They are one of the earliest, larg­

est and best preserved bronze

chariots and horses ever discov­

ered in China, providing an impor­
tant reference for scholars when 

studying metallurgical operations 
and bronze manufacturing tech­
nology of Qin's time.

that visitors can get a comprehensive under­
standing of where exactly the sites were dis­
covered and their importance, says Zhang.

Contact the writers at
wangrul ©chmadaily.com.cn

cultural atmosphere of the Qin 

Dynasty.

r

buried artifacts are rare across the world,” 
says Li Gang, director of the museum.

Ye highlights the layout of the mausoleum 
which is designed with the mound covering 
the main grave at the center. It can be divid­
ed into three levels from the inside out with 
two city walls. The inner level covers the 
area within the inner city walls; the middle 
level lies between the inner and outer city 
walls; and the outer level is the area outside 
the outer city walls.

The inner level is the central area, con­
taining the underground palace of the 
emperor, the carriages used by him and the 
mausoleum buildings, symbolizing the 
imperial palaces where the emperor lived. 

The middle level includes underground 
counterparts of government offices, armo- 
ries, imperial stables, and places for enter­
tainment providers, as well as administrative 
offices for gardens and temples.

The outer level includes Terracotta Warri­
ors representing the imperial guards, ponds 
for waterfowl and a city to safeguard the 
mausoleum.

“The overall layout of the mausoleum 
embodies the ancient concept of serving the 
dead as if they were living and the design 
idea of creating a replica of the capital city. It 
is a representation of the supreme power of 
Emperor Qinshihuang,” says Ye.

The complete layout and locations of sites 
excavated within the mausoleum can be 
seen on the sand table at the exhibition, so

'I'M

nowing death was an inevita­
ble issue that he had to face one 
day, Emperor Qinshihuang, 
who ended the long-term fight­

ing and chaos among vassal states during 
the Warring States Period (475-221 BC) and 
established the Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC), 
the first central united dynasty, paid close 
attention to two important considerations 
during his lifetime: seeking an elixir to 
extend his life and building an underground 
realm.

The former seems to have been in vain, 
but die latter has left an incredible mausole­
um complex where he has rested in peace 
for more than 2,000 years.

While the greatness of the first emperor of 
Chinese history is widely known, many may 
not have truly grasped the national strength 
of the Qin Dynasty solely through history 
books. This changed five decades ago in 1974 
with the discovery and excavations of the 
Terracotta Warriors. These underground 
armies safeguarded the emperor’s posthu­
mous peacefulness and their discovery 
offered modern people a real sense of the 
prosperity of the dynasty.

Over the past 50 years, archaeologists’ 
efforts have increased understanding of the 
emperor and that era, step by step.

To mark the occasion, a pennanent exhi­
bition to showcase archaeological discover­
ies at the mausoleum, titled Buried History 
and Mystery of China’s First Emperor, kick­
ed off in September at Emperor Qinshi- 
huang’s Mausoleum Site Museum, which 
oversees the mausoleum in Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province.

According to Ye Ye, deputy director of the 
exhibition department of the museum and 
curator of the exhibition, a total of 230 arti­
facts — among them, the most emblematic 
cultural relics found in the mausoleum — 
are on display. Notably, one-third of these 
artifacts are being exhibited for the first 
time.

“The opulent burial site of Emperor Qin- 
shihuang’s underground world reflects the 
material culture and spiritual ideology of 
Qin, with a single imperial mausoleum 
bearing witness to a great era,” says Ye.

Various types of Terracotta Warriors 
and figurine heads are on display at 
Emperor Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum 
Site Museum in Xi’an, Shaanxi
province, photos provided to china daily

Since the discovery of the Ter­
racotta Warriors in 1974, archaeo­

logical work on Emperor 

Qinshihuang's mausoleum in Xi’an, 
Shaanxi province, has continued 
for five decades, yielding many 

important findings and enhancing 
understanding of the emperor of 

the Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC) and 

his era. Presented below are key 

discoveries made over the past 50 

years.

3. Bronze waterfowl pit: In
2000, a satellite pit located outside 
the outer wall of the mausoleum 

yielded 46 bronze waterfowl, 
including swans, red-crowned 

cranes and swan geese, as well as 

15 pottery figurines.

The waterfowl are depicted in 
dynamic poses, some foraging, 
and some resting. Some cranes 

have an insect-like object in their 
mouths, which seems like the 

moment when their sharp beaks 
leave the water after catching prey. 

The whole scene resembles a 
water body, where waterfowl have 

fun and prey on insects on the river 

banks.

Some archaeologists infer that 
the pottery figurines embody 
musicians who play instruments 

and the waterfowl are domesticat­
ed to dance along with the music. 
As funeral objects accompanying 

the emperor after death, they may 

embody entertainment for the 
emperor and show the diversified

4. A large-scale tomb located 
to the west of the emperor's 
grave: Since 2013, excavations 
have taken place on a tomb to the 

west of the emperor's main grave, 

as a satellite tomb in the mausole­
um complex. For years, archaeolo­

gists have excavated tomb 
passages, a burial room and three 

chariot burial pits and found a pre­
cious four-wheeled carriage, the 

first of its kind found in China. 
The tomb covers an area of 

1,900 square meters. It has yielded 

a large amount of pottery, bronze 
vessels, jade, iron, gold and silver 
artifacts. Gold and silver camels 

found in the burial room are the 

earliest of their kind ever found in 
China.

Archaeologists say although the 
tomb owner remains a mystery, 
the tomb is currently one of the 
largest and highest-ranking Qin 

noble tombs to be discovered and 
excavated, and one of the best pre­
served. It may provide valuable 

information about the burial prac­
tices of Qin aristocracy.

Unity drive
One of the biggest contributions of 

Emperor Qinshihuang, people generally 
believe, is that he established a central 
dynasty that united China and implement­
ed a series of policies to consolidate unifica­
tion, like tiie unity of words, currency and 
measurements according to historical liter­
ature, which then has a long-lasting influ­
ence on later dynasties in China. That can be 
evidenced by some unearthed artifacts.

A bronze bobweight on display has two 
engraved edicts of unifying measurements 
— one from 221 BC, the year Emperor Qin­
shihuang established the Qin Dynasty, and 
the other from 209 BC, the first year of his 
son’s reign.

“The bobweight is about 256 grams. It 
was unearthed from the Siguan Site 
between the inner and outer walls in the 
west of the mausoleum. We believe it was a 
standard measurement to be promoted 
across the dynasty,” says Ye.

“Unification of such things actually laid a 
solid foundation for the unification of China 
since the Qin Dynasty”

Qin implemented a rigorous management 
system inherited from the Spring and 
Autumn Period (770-476 BC). This system 
mandated that craftspeople engrave their 
names on the artifacts they produced, hold­
ing them accountable for the quality 
throughout their lifetimes.

Concrete evidence of the system is a 
bronze halberd from Terracotta Warrior No 1 
Pit, which bears inscriptions confirming it 
was made in 242 BC by craftsman Cheng. 
Official Zhe and his assistant Yi from Sigong, 
an institute that governed weapon-making, 
were responsible for its quality and the pro­
duction was supervised by counselor-in- 
chief Lyu Buwei (292-235 BC).

“Emperor Qinshihuang established a 
united dynasty with multiple ethnic groups 
and consolidated his unification with a 
series of political systems. Such a great 
cause required efficient management. This 
system just reflects the accuracy and effi­
ciency of his governing,” says Ye.

Two ceramic acrobatic figurines just 
restored by experts debut at this time. One is 
a rare example of the acrobatic figurines 
found from the mausoleum with a complete 
head. These special figurines were unearthed 
from an 800-square-meter satellite pit 
between the inner and outer walls in the 
southeastern part of the mausoleum with 37 
other figurines. Archaeologists believe they 
embody entertainment providers who per­
formed for the emperor in his palaces.

Apart from the exhibition, an international 
conference was also held in September to 
mark the occasion, during which Li summa­
rized the achievements of archaeologists and 
heritage protectors over the past decades. 

“As of now, the mausoleum has received 
over 160 million visits from home and 
abroad, making it a globally renowned cul­
tural tourist destination and a model for the 
protection, research and revitalization of 
cultural heritage,” says Li.

“The precious relics and artifacts bear 
witness to the material culture, technologi­
cal achievements and civilization before and 
after Qin unified China. The archaeological 
work has played an important role in trac­
ing the development of Chinese civilization 
and showcasing its brilliant achievements.”

Top: Visitors attentively listen to a tour 
guide as she introduces a selection of 
pottery figurines being exhibited. 
Above: The largest bronze ding caldron 
unearthed from the mausoleum.

The exhibition
Buried History and 
Mystery of China's 

■ FirstEmperor.
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Grand scale
Entering the exhibition hall, visitors view 

a giant bronze ding caldron on their left.
Weighing 212 kilograms, this is the largest 

ding caldron ever discovered in the mauso­
leum area with complicated and exquisite 
patterns on its body.

“This is regarded as ‘the No 1 ding of the 
Qin mausoleum’. Since a ding caldron sym­
bolizes political power, we put it at the 
entrance to showcase the strong national 
strength of the Qin Dynasty,” says Zhang 
Sheng, a researcher at the museum.

Opposite to this ding is the sand table 
model of the entire mausoleum site and its 
neighboring environment, symbolizing the 
region of the mausoleum, which also imi­
tates the layout of Xianyang, the Qin capital. 
“In this way we show Qin’s political power 
and its corresponding region,” he adds.

Over the years, archaeologists have 
defined the layout of the mausoleum, which 
covers a stunning area of 56.25 square kilo­
meters.

Archaeologists have discovered more 
than 10 aboveground building remains, 
found more than 500 satellite pits and 
tombs and unearthed more than 50,000 cul­
tural relics, according to Ye.

“Historical literature records that the 
construction of the mausoleum spanned 38 
years and involved the participation of 
700,000 people. The grand scale and rich
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Blogging taxi driver takes road to fame
The Hutong Cowboy depicts the emergence of a hero and the charm of capital’s distinct residential areas, Xu Fan reports.
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Leading US glaciologist returns to Xizang and reflects on progress made
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how it fits into die global picture is 
extremely important. I think the 
international collaboration is the 
only way we can do this.”

Thompson first visited China in 
1984, when he began a scientific 
collaboration with Yao and other 
Chinese scholars. Over the past four 
decades, they have drilled ice cores 
in various glaciers across China and 
published their findings in prestig­
ious journals like Science, while also 
advancing the Third Pole Environ­
ment program.

“We have built a solid scientific 
foundation over our 40 years of col­
laboration, establishing trust and 

subset of native Beijing taxi drivers, 
who enjoy exchanging perspectives 
on international and domestic 
affairs with passengers and typically 
possess a broad spectrum of knowl­
edge, Ning says.

After being invited on board to 
codirect the film, Xu, who shot to 
fame for the award-winning sus­
pense comedy Summer Detective, 
recalls that he and the cameraman 
Cheng Ma sought out the ideal film-

“We had interviewed his uncle 
before developing the storyline for 
the 2019 film,” recalls Ning.

The archetype individual, charac­
terized by his helpful, hospitable, 
and talkative nature, embodies a

f

and pull, trying to just get to the site. 
But this year’s experience is totally 
different. Paved road all the way 
here, brand-new hotel and the 
research base is fully equipped.”

In October that year, the research 
team successfully drilled its first ice 
core, reaching a depth of 118.55 
meters, followed by two additional 
cores at the depths of 213 meters 
and 154 meters.

“Ice cores are crucial for under­
standing climate and environmen­
tal changes. Glaciers worldwide are 
retreating, and once they melt, the 
historical records they hold will dis­
appear. Therefore, preserving these

EM

its labyrinthine alleyways to the 
close-knit relationships among 
neighbors and the picturesque 
courtyards adorned with gray tiles, 
gray walls and red doors.

‘The preservation of hutong 
houses within the Second Ring 
Road represents a preservation of 
traditional and classical ways of liv­
ing,” Ning adds.

A native of Taiyuan, Shanxi prov­
ince, Ning says that he believes Bei­
jing locals, especially those residing 
in hutong, are renowned across the 
country for their wit and convivial 
dispositions, shaped by their dis­
tinctive living environment. 

“For many families, they share 
one courtyard with neighbors and 
have to go out to use communal toi­
lets. Residents frequently run into 
each other. If nobody speaks, it can 
create pressure and lead to anxiety. 
Therefore, they rely on conversa­
tions and jokes to navigate life more 
smoothly,” Ning explains.

Moreover, the film aims to cap­
ture how everyday individuals navi­
gate the challenges of embracing a 
modem era dominated by lives- 
treams, short videos and online 
commerce.

Ning, seeking insights through 
his observations of daily life, 
recalls several instances that shed 
light on this dynamic. Intrigued 
by late-night livestreamed plant 
sales, Ning watched sellers dili­
gently maneuvering electric bikes 
across fields to fulfill customers’ 
requests for close-ups of saplings. 
Similarly, he observed a grill res­
taurant owner fervently promot­
ing her dishes to just a few online 
viewers. Even Ning’s shy and 
introverted nephew, who is 
recruited as a livestreamer to sell 
vehicles, found his primary audi­
ence to be Ning’s own relatives, 
who needed to support the young 
man as he struggled to attract 
enough customers.

“Though the internet has 
reshaped our lives, it’s heartening to 
witness the resilience and fervor of 
ordinary individuals in the lace of 
difficulties and challenges. Every 
single one of them is working hard 
to keep pace with the changes of the 
era,” reflects Ning.

Interestingly, the courtyard of 
Zhang, the protagonist, was filmed 
within a hutong near Zhihua Tem­
ple, a Buddhist temple constructed 
during the Ming Dynasty (1368- 
1644). The backdrop of the sweep­
ing and fluid Galaxy SOHO 
complex, designed by the late Iraqi- 
British architect Zaha Hadid, adds a 
metaphorical depth to the film.

Director Xu explains that this 
deliberate contrast aims to convey a 
message about the potential for har­
monious coexistence between tradi­
tion and modernity in a vibrant 
metropolis like Beijing.

LHASA—Describing his relation­
ship with Chinese scientists as “like 
brothers” Lonnie Thompson, a 
member of the American Academy 
of Sciences and a foreign academi­
cian of the Chinese Academy of Sci­
ences, has returned to the highest 
county in China 24 years after his 
last visit

In Shuanghu county of South­
west China’s Xizang autonomous 
region, where the average altitude 
exceeds 5,000 meters, he is working 
with Chinese scientists to uncover 
the secrets of the planet.

Located roughly 90 kilometers 
northeast of the county seat, the 
Purog Kangri Glacier stands as the 
largest accumulation of ice out­
side the polar regions. In Septem­
ber, Thompson and fellow 
academician Yao Tandong of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
arrived there to conduct the sec­
ond scientific expedition on the 
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. Their 
research primarily focused on cru­
cial ice core drilling.

“It’s really striking to go back and 
see these places that we drilled early 
in my career. I want to continue 
documenting the changes we 
observe in these glaciers,” says 
Thompson.

At 76 and having undergone 
heart transplant surgery, Thomp­

onning a cowboy hat, Ge 
You, one of the most 
renowned actors in the 
country, takes on the role

of an ambassador of justice in his 
latest film, The Hutong Cowboy.

However, unlike the typical cow­
boy archetype, the “weapon” of Ge’s 
character, Zhang Beijing, isn’t a six- 
gun holstered at his side. Instead, it’s 
the essential tools of the digital age 
— a smartphone and a selfie stick. 

In the movie, Zhang, a Beijing taxi 
driver in his 50s, unexpectedly 
becomes an internet sensation after 
a video capturing his moment of 
anger goes viral online. He seizes 
this newfound fame to start his own 
video blog, where he helps everyday 
individuals defend their rights.

The footage shows the irate pro­
tagonist riding a sightseeing mini­
train, chasing a soap seller dressed 
as a Transformers-like robot por­
trayed by actress Li Xueqin. The 
protagonist is triggered by the sell­
er’s violation of his image rights. 
Earlier, the “robot” claw snags his 
wig, revealing his bald head, and 
this embarrassing moment is subse­
quently showcased on a large screen 
aimed at attracting more passersby 
to buy her soaps.

As the latest directorial effort of 
veteran director Ning Hao and 
emerging talent Xu Lei, the 113-min- 
ute comedy was released across 
domestic theaters on Oct 1.

Starring actress Gong Beibi as 
Zhang’s former wife and actor Wu 
Lei as his son, the movie unfolds 
with Zhang’s determination to 
deliver a parental speech at the 
upcoming wedding, rather than 
allowing his son’s wealthy entrepre­
neur stepfather to do so.

Despite his efforts, including try­
ing to rent luxury cars for the wed­
ding and purchasing an expensive 
wig, Zhang eventually conceives a 
plan to become an internet influenc­
er, aiming to demonstrate that he 
too can achieve success after the 
incident. However, the situation 
takes an unexpected turn.

Director Ning, one of the most 
renowned figures among China’s 
“sixth-generation directors”, tells 
China Daily that he has been consid­
ering shooting a feature-length film 
centered on Zhang, a chatty yet 
warmhearted taxi driver represent­
ing the Chinese capital’s unique 
hutong culture, since 2019.

Zhang’s character was initially 
introduced in Ning’s Nihao Beijing 
(Hello Beijing), one of the six stand­
alone short stories featured in the 
2019 anthology blockbuster My Peo­
ple, My Country. The narrative of 
Zhang was revisited in Beijing Hao- 
ren (A Kind-hearted Beijing Native), 
also directed by Ning, and one of the 
five separate stories of the 2020 
anthology My People, My Home­
land, a sequel to the 2019 film.

Ning unveils that the inspiration 
for Zhang stems from the uncle of 
Wang Ang, the film’s scriptwriter.

viewing each other as brothers. This 
relationship is our most valuable 
asset in scientific research and coop­
eration,” Thompson says.

He also expressed optimism 
about the future of glaciology 
in China. He recalls that 40 years 
ago when he first arrived in China, 
there was only one glacial station, 
and the quality, the level of scien­
tific research were very low. “But 
over the last 40 years, the invest­
ments that the Chinese authorities 
made into glaciology have been 
tremendous.

“The achievements of the past 40 
years in China are remarkable,” he 
continues. “For me, the best scenar­
io is when the world achieves a win­
win situation, where we all benefit 
from cooperation, explore new 
fields, and deepen our understand­
ing of climate science. This is how 
we make progress.

“China plays a very important 
role in the future. And I really appre­
ciate the amount of investment the 
authorities made in science here 
in China over the last 40 years. I 
wish I saw that in every country 
around the world,” he says. “In the 
future, I want to continue docu­
menting the changes we observe in 
these glaciers.”
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ice cores is vital. They serve as 
archives, allowing us to extract his­
torical information even as new 
technologies emerge,” Thompson 
emphasizes, hoping this drilling will 
yield the longest and oldest ice cores 
from mid-latitude regions.

The Purog Kangri Glacier occu­
pies a unique position in glaciology. 
“The conditions of these glaciers are 
much different from those we find 
in the polar regions or deeper in the 
tropics, and they are so important 
for the water resources, for the peo­
ple who live downstream,” he says. 
“Understanding what the climate 
history was in this region and then

ing locations in Beijing’s hutong 
areas.

Living in a community near the 
East Fifth Ring Road, Xu shares that 
the journey has helped him realize 
the unique charm of Beijing — from

Clockwise from top: A 
promotional event for The 
Hutong Cowboy, the new 
comedy film of actor Ge 
You (fourth from right), 
was held in Beijing on 
Sept 26; Ge, starring as a 
Beijing taxi driver, with his 
romantic interest played 
by actress Liu Mintao; the 
protagonist and his son, 
acted by Wu Lei; and a 
scene showcasing friends 
gathering in downtown 
Beijing.
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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son expresses his excitement 
despite facing harsh environmental 
conditions and physical discomfort. 

This visit is part of a scientific 
expedition to investigate the Qing­
hai-Tibet Plateau, known as Asia’s 
“water tower”. The target region 
encompasses “one glacier, two lakes 
and three rivers” and is part of the 
second scientific expedition and 
research of the Qinghai-Tibet Pla­
teau, which was initiated 
by China in August 2017. The goal is 
to understand the mechanism of 
environmental change and provide 
scientific support for the ecological 
security of the plateau.

The region is home to the Purog 
Kangri Glacier, as well as Siling Lake 
and Namtso Lake, the largest and 
second-largest lakes in Xizang. It is 
also the birthplace of three big rivers 
in China — the Yangtze, Nuj iang and 
Yarlung Zangbo rivers.

Noting that this expedition is sig­
nificantly in larger scale and more 
comprehensive, Thompson reflect­
ed on his first visit to Purog Kangri 
in September 2000.

“Getting here was not easy back 
then. The road was muddy. Because 
the trucks were heavily laden with 
gear, we actually had to lay road 
cushions, so that the vehicles 
wouldn’t sink in the mud,” he 
recalls. “We worked hard to push
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Left: A bird's-eye view of part of the Purog Kangri Glacier. Right: US glaciologist Lonnie Thompson 
(right) and his Chinese fellow academician Yao Tandong discuss ice core drilling at their camp after 
returning from the glacier, photos by liu shiping / xinhua
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