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CUE offers key platform to drive growth
Premier calls for concerted efforts to enhance openness, collaboration and common development
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Iowa, which Trump won in 2020. 
Harris was projected to win the 

usually blue (Democratic) states of 
California, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Vir­
ginia and Washington.

The key northern swing states of 
Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wis­
consin were considered too close to

race, but Trump will probably win 
the Election Day vote by a wide mar­
gin. To have any chance of winning 
the state, Harris would need a deci­
sive victory in the late mail ballots 
tabulated after Election Day,” Nate 
Cohn reported in die Times.

With slightly less titan 60 percent 
of the expected vote counted at 10:45 
pm ET, Thimp led Harris by just over 
110,000 votes, the AP reported. He

Luo Bin in Shanghai
and Cao Desheng in Beijing
contributed to this story.

Contact the writers at
shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

By HENG WEILI in New York 

hengweili @chinadailyusa£om

As uncertainties and complexi­
ties affect trade and economy 
worldwide, building deeper and 
closer business relations is of 
utmost importance to accelerate 
economic growth and advance 
technological innovations, said offi­
cials and top executives of multina­
tional corporations attending the 
7th China International Import 
Expo in Shanghai.

Delivering a keynote speech at 
the opening ceremony of the expo 
on Tuesday, Premier Li Qiang said 
that amid growing uncertainties 
and the rise of unilateralism and 
protectionism, concerted efforts 
should be made to enhance open­
ness to promote lasting peace, sta­
bility, development and prosperity. 

Global economic recovery awaits 
more impetus, and countries need

As I reflect on the ongoing 2024 
China International Import Expo, 
which kicked off on Tuesday and 
runs through Sunday in Shanghai, 
it becomes evident that China con­
tinues to lead the way in global 
trade. In a world where protection­
ism is rising in some Western coun­
tries, this import-oriented expo, 
initiated by President Xi Jinping in 
2018, underscores the country’s 
unwavering commitment to foster­
ing international trade through 
mutually beneficial relationships. 

The London Export Corporation, 
founded by my grandfather Jack 
Perry Senior in the United King­
dom, was among the first Western 
companies to trade with China, 
breaking the ideological ice and 
trade embargo on the newly 
founded People’s Republic of Chi­
na. In 1952, our company exported 
wool tops from Bradford in 
England to China. From the 1960s 
through the 1980s, we played a 
vital role in supplying China with 
essential imports to support its 
burgeoning industries. 

Ever since China embarked on 
the path of reform and opening-up 
in 1978, we have witnessed the 
country’s remarkable transforma­
tion from importing basic com­
modities to sourcing high-quality 
goods. With the growth of Chinese 
private companies and State-owned 
enterprises, London Export Corpo­
ration has continued to be a key 
partner, particularly in large-scale 
commodity trade and navigating 
the complexities of international 
trade finance.

Today, China is committed to 
high-quality imports, a trend 
we’ve seen accelerate in recent 
years. Chinese buyers at major 
trade fairs, including the CUE, 
seek the best the world offers — 
particularly in advanced machin­
ery, life sciences and medical 
equipment — to complement their 
domestic capabilities.

In his congratulatory letter to 
last year’s CUE, President Xi noted 
that the world economic recovery 
lacks momentum and requires the 
solidarity and cooperation of all 
countries, and that China will 
always be an important opportuni­
ty for global development. Xi envi­
sioned the CIIE as a platform for 
high-standard opening-up, allow­
ing the world to share in China’s 
enormous market potential. He is 
right: the future of the global econ­
omy hinges on our commitment to 
peace, collaboration and openness, 
not isolation.

By SHI JING in Shanghai 

shijing@chinadaily.com.cn
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call but they were leaning toward 
Trump, according to the Times.

'Dump also had a significant lead 
in Georgia, a highly contested state 
that President Joe Biden won by 
under 12,000 votes over Trump in 
2020.

The contest was close in die piv­
otal Western state of Arizona.

“The Arizona early vote has been 
counted, and it shows a very close

to address different problems on 
their development padis, he said, 
adding that cooperation is key for 
promoting global growth and Chi­
na is making its due contribution 
in this regard.

Li also called for efforts to 
uphold die international economic 
order and implement more bilater­
al and multilateral trade agree­
ments, so that various parties can 
better promote openness and coop­
eration and joindy advance com­
mon development.

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, director- 
general of the World Trade Organi­
zation, said in a video speech at the 
opening ceremony that as geopoliti­
cal tensions intensify and signs of
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Gen Z delegates 
explore Guangxi’s 
lesser-known cities

start of this year’s Hongqiao Inter­
national Economic Forum.

China will continue to advance 
opening-up in telecommunications, 
education, culture and medical 
care, and adopt unilateral visa-free 
policies, he added.

Roy Jakobs, CEO of Royal Philips, 
lauded China’s development as an 
innovation hub and said it is crucial 
to understand the supportive poli­
cies that not only facilitate innova­
tion within the country, but also 
around the globe.

The CIIE seres as an important 
platform through which companies 
can closely connect with players in the 
technology and innotation sectors, as 
well as the government, he said.

Philippe Metzger, secretary-gen­
eral and CEO of the International 
Electrotechnical Commission, said 
that global cooperation is becoming 
increasingly important to promote 
the use of emerging technologies,

fragmentation emerge in global 
trade and investment, it is crucial 
for political and business leaders 
around the world to collaborate on 
preserving and reforming the mul­
tilateral trading system.

Jean-Paul Agon, chairman of 
French beauty giant L’Oreal, said 
that China’s commitment to 
embracing the world, which was 
reflected in Premier Li’s speech, 
powers the group’s growing confi­
dence in the Chinese market

According to Li, a large number 
of new growth engines have been 
nurtured amid the new wave of 
technological and industrial revolu­
tion around the world.

While China has been advancing 
opening-up through innovative 
cooperation, it is willing to expand 
access to its enormous market by 
implementing more such measures, 
the premier said at the CIIE opening 
ceremony, which also marked the
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was winning central and northeast­
ern Pennsylvania, but Philadelphia 
and its neighboring counties, which 
have historically been Democratic, 
hadn’t reported all their votes yet.

Earlier Tuesday, there were reports 
of some voting-related problems 
around the US, and officials and 
judges were addressing them.

In Georgia, a state judge decid­
ed that five voting locations could 
remain open after their 7 pm ET clos­
ing times “due to evacuation neces­
sitated by a bomb threat1; the Times 
reported.

After some unsubstanti­
ated threats, according to Brad 
Raffensperger, Georgia’s secretary of 
state, Judge Ural Glanville of Fulton 
County Superior Court ruled Tues­
day that each metro Atlanta polling 
site could stay open for as long as it 
was closed while the threats were 
being investigated. The five locations 
around metropolitan Atlanta were 
expected to remain open from 15 
minutes to 45 minutes more, the 
Times reported.

As voters went to the polls, about 
7 in 10 voters said they were “very 
concerned” about the impact of the 
cost of food and groceries on their 
household budgets, according to AP 
VoteCast.

Key banks raise China’s GDP growth 
forecast on back of Q3 uptick 
BUSINESS FOCUS, PAGE 8

The US presidential election 
reached a climax on Tuesday as 
Democratic Vice-President Kamala 
Harris and Republican former presi­
dent Donald Thimp vied for the 270 
Electoral College votes needed to win 
the White House.

After weeks of early voting and 
mail-in ballots, the divisive campaign 
culminated with the conclusion of 
voting on Election Day.

As of 11:55 pm ET, Thump held a 
lead in electoral votes with 230, while 
Harris had 200, after getting a boost 
from California’s 54 electoral votes, 
according to The New York Times. 

Thump had roughly 59 million 
votes nationally to about 55 million 
for Harris, CNN reported.

In the 100-member Senate, which 
Democrats currently control, Repub­
licans held a 49-40 advantage.

In the 435-member House of Rep­
resentatives, currently controlled 
by Republicans, they held a 169-125 
lead.

The Associated Press lias called 
the outcome in several states, based 
on vote projections.

The AP called the reliably red 
(Republican) states of Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Idaho, Iowa, 
Kansas, Louisiana, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Mis­
sissippi, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennes­
see, Texas, Utah and Wyoming for 
Trump.

A Des Moines Register poll over 
the weekend had Harris leading in

INSIDE 
Don’t take upgraded 
CAFTA for granted 
Global Views, page 13

such as artificial intelligence, in a 
safer and more sustainable manner 
amid the ongoing digitalization 
trend worldwide.

The seventh CIIE, which runs 
through Sunday, has attracted the 
participation of about 3,500 over­
seas exhibitors, including a record 
297 industry leaders and Fortune 
Global 500 companies.

On Tuesday, Li also held separate 
meetings in Shanghai with Serbian 
Prime Minister Milos Vucevic, 
Mongolian Prime Minister Luvsan- 
namsrai Oyun-Erdene and Malay­
sian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim, all of whom attended the 
opening ceremony.

Curbing desertification
China takes leading role globally 
to combat desertification
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through trade 
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Building 
bridges

WORLD WATCH
By Jack Perry Jr.

Premier Li Qiang delivers a keynote speech on Tuesday during the opening ceremony of the Seventh China International Import Expo and the Hongqiao International 
Economic Forum in Shanghai. The expo, which runs through Sunday, has attracted about 3,500 exhibitors from 129 countries and regions, zou hong / china daily

A moderator helps a voter (right) cast her ballot for the 2024 presidential election in Dixville Notch 
in New Hampshire, northeastern United States, on Tuesday. Six registered voters in the tiny town
voted early Tuesday morning, marking the official start of Election Day. li rui /xinhua
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Farmers weather adversity to
reap record grain harvests

China’s leading agricultural provinces secure bumper crops despite natural disasters
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Saline solutions transform barren land into fertile fields
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withstand both droughts and floods, it aligns 
with modem agricultural practices and fea­
tures chemical-free soils and high yields.

The province’s grain output reached 77.88 
million tons in 2023, extending its hold on the 
No 1 ranking in China for 14 consecutive years.

Farmers gather freshly harvested pomelos in Rongshui, a county in 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, on Saturday, long tao / xinhua

become a central focus of Dongying’s agri­
cultural development strategy.

The city has been exploring innovative 
agricultural technologies to convert once 
barren soil into productive farmland. 
“Successful cultivation on saline-alkali 
lands requires a blend of high-quality 
seeds and advanced techniques,” said Wei 
Lixing, head of the Dongying comprehen­
sive experimental station, which is 
involved in the development of a provin­
cial rice technology system.

Methods such as burying pipes under­
ground to drain salt-contaminated water 
from the soil, and increased use of organic 

fertilizer have significantly enhanced soil 
quality and rice output on saline-alkali 
lands, said Wei.

To apply these methods to agricultural 
productivity, Dongying has established sev­
en technical teams to focus on increasing 
production of major crops such as rice and 
soybeans.

These teams offer on-site assistance and 
training, ensuring the effective implemen­
tation of new technologies and innova­
tions in the field, thereby increasing rice 
production.

At Dongying’s agricultural high-tech 
industrial demonstration zone, soybeans 

local authority, they dug a channel to direct 
the rainwater into nearby rivers.

Half of the annual precipitation occurred 
during just three days of extreme rainfall that 
month. The average precipitation in Zhe- 
cheng reached 397 mm from July 15 to 18, 
while the county’s annual precipitation over 
the past 30years averaged 767 mm, according 
to the county’s meteorological service.

Zhao has since harvested his corn, and the 
field’s per-unit yield is 25 percent less than 
that of a normal year. However, he is satisfied 
with the result after the difficulties encoun­
tered this year.

In addition, local authorities helped farm­
ers rebuild irrigation and drainage infra­
structure following the disasters.

The heavy rainfell resulted in crop failures 
in nearby Tanghe county, Henan. After the 
floodwaters receded, however, agricultural 
experts guided fanners in replanting mung 
beans, sweet potatoes, vegetables and other 
cash crops to compensate for their losses.

Qiao Zhenqun, who lost 6.7 hectares of his 
133.3-hectare corn harvest this year, said the 
replanting was successful.

The income from mung beans and sw'eet 
potatoes is expected to be slightly higher 
than that from corn, based on current mar­
ket prices.

Data from the Henan investigation group of 

him to investigate the damage after the snow­
storm and guided him on rebuilding and 
heating his warehouse. He received 80,000 
yuan in disaster relief subsidies and more 
than 300,000 yuan in policy subsidies for rice 
planting.

According to Hunan’s Provincial Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, grain 
production in the province remained sound 
this year. The harvesting of more than 1.5 mil­
lion hectares of mid-season rice in the prov­
ince lias been completed, with an estimated 
year-on-year yield increase of about 1 percent. 
Harvesting is nearing completion on more 
than 1.3 million hectares of late rice fields, 
which can expect a year-on-year yield 
increase of 1.5 percent.

the National Bureau of Statistics shows that 
Henan reaped a total summer grain output of 
37.9 million tons, 6.64 percent higher than that 
of last year, safeguarding the province’s role as 
the country’s second-largest grain producer.

Although its autumn grain fields suffered 
losses, harvesting of 5.1 million hectares of 
crops will soon be completed. Henan’s annual 
grain output is expected to remain stable at 
more than 65 million tons.

In central Hunan province, Zhang Shunda, 
a veteran grain grower in Taoyuan county, in 
Changde, has been busy harvesting rice 
grown on his 40 hectares of land. Estimating 
a liarvest of more than 300 tons of rice, the 
farmer let out a sigh of relief.

It was a hard year for rice farmers in Hun­
an, as the province experienced a snowstorm 
at the beginning of the year and severe floods 
in summer.

“All three of my rice seedling greenhouses 
were toppled by the snowstorm in February, 
and 40 hectares of early rice was inundated 
by floods in June,” said Zhang.

The heavy rainfall caused severe damage to 
early rice growth in Taoyuan, the top grain­
growing county in Hunan. Local authorities 
promptly took measures to help farmers 
overcome the disaster.

Zhang said technicians dispatched by the 
county and township governments visited

In late October, a bustling scene is unfold­
ing as harvesters and grain transportation 
vehicles move back and forth across 173 hec­
tares of rice fields in Kenli district of Dongy­
ing, Shandong province.

“We are harvesting the salt-tolerant rice. 
We anticipate a good year,” said Wang 
Xiaomeng, deputy general manager of Don­
gying Benlai Agricultural Technology Devel­
opment Co.

“Our rice base benefits from an extended 
growing season, resulting in exceptionally 
fragrant and sticky rice that commands high 
demand in the market,” Wang added.

Dongying cultivated over 14,666 hec­
tares of rice in the Yellow River estuary

area, data from 2023 shows, with Kenli 
district and Lijin county' serving as prima­
ry cultivation areas. Kenli alone boasts a 
rice cultivation area of 10,000 hectares, 
solidifying rice’s standing as a signature 
grain grown in the saline-alkali land.

Located in the Yellow River estuary where 
the waterway flows into the Bohai Sea, Don­
gying faces significant challenges with 
severe soil salinization. It has over 130,666 
hectares of saline-alkali farmland, which 
represents about 60 percent of the city’s 
total arable land.

Consequently, the transformation of 
saline-alkali lands into productive fields has 

arvesting is almost done in die 
major Chinese agricultural prov­
inces of Heilongjiang, Henan and 
Shandong, with a bumper grain

crop expected, despite extreme weather this 
year that caused multiple natural disasters. 

China’s grain output is projected to hit a 
record high of 700 million metric tons this 
year, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs said on Oct 25.

The anticipated milestone harvest follows 
nine consecutive years of maintaining grain 
output above 650 million tons, the ministry 
said at a news conference.

As of Thursday, northeast China’s Heilong­
jiang province, the country’s top grain pro­
ducer, had harvested more than 90 percent of 
its crops, or 14.7 million hectares of its plant­
ing area, according to the provincial depart­
ment of agriculture and rural affairs.

The grain liarvest included 3.4 million hec­
tares of rice, 6 million hectares of com and 4.9 
million hectares of soybeans. Meanwhile, 
harvesting of 80,000 hectares of miscellane­
ous grains and beans has been completed.

Heilongjiang experienced a cold spell and 
lingering rain from June to July this year, 
which hindered the growth of crops in many 
parts of the province.

Han Zhimin, who leads a grain-planting 
cooperative in Yilan county, in the provincial 
capital Harbin, said his cooperative planted 
2,000 hectares of corn and soybean this year. 
Advanced farming techniques and modern 
agricultural practices helped him cope with 
the disaster, while crop insurance saved him 
from financial worries.

“We have hired a full-time agronomist, and 
used new technology and professional man­
agement to increase the soybean planting 
density while enhancing the crop quality,” 
said Han, adding that the cooperative had 
spent more than 10 million yuan ($1.4 mil­
lion) in the past 10 years on purchasing mod­
ern farming machinery such as high- 
powered tractors, harvesters and high-speed 
precision planters.

From January to August, Heilongjiang had 
11.4 million hectares of grain growing area 
covered by crop insurance, up 4.27 percent 
year-on-year, with the insurance coverage rate 
in the province standing at 77.7 percent, 
according to data from the Heilongjiang 
branch of the National Financial Regulatory 
Administration.

The province also leads the country in 
establishing more than 7.3 million hectares of 
high-standard farmland. This farmland is 
characterized by well-leveled, contiguous 
plots with advanced irrigation, efficient water 
use and enhanced soil fertility. Designed to

Nature wreaks havoc
Fanners overcame various disasters to 

achieve the grain harvest, as the country 
grappled with extreme weather events occur­
ring with increasing frequency this year, fea­
turing both relentless heat and heavy 
downpours.

They attribute the hard-earned bumper 
harvest to the combined effects of the author­
ities’ swift response to disaster relief, the con­
tinuous development of high-standard 
farmland, the promotion of modem and even 
smart farming methods, and the timely pay­
ment of agricultural insurance.

Zhao Zhidong, a farmer in Zhecheng county 
in central China’s Henan province, said that 
his 13 hectares of farmland suffered from 
severe drought in June. He hurried to hire 
more than 10 people to pump water round-the- 
clock into the field to rescue the corn seedlings. 

In the middle of July, the same field was 
subjected to continuous heavy downpours, 
and Zhao had to hire people to do drainage 
work. Under the coordination work of the

are also set for a promising harvest. 
“This variety is known for its large beans, 

with some plants producing up to 185 
pods,” Jin Zhendong, a researcher at the 
demonstration zone said, while holding a 
cluster of bean pods in his hand, with each 
pod containing three plump beans.

Despite the soybean plants being shorter 
than in previous years due to heavy rainfall, 
he remains optimistic about the yields they 
will produce.

Thanks to a series of work projects on 
cultivating salt-tolerant seeds and 
improving soil quality, what was once bar­
ren saline-alkali land has been trans­
formed into fertile fields in Dongying. By 
the end of 2025, Dongying aims to trans­
form 2,320 hectares of barren saline-alkali 
land into new arable land.
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V T Above: Villagers har­
vest corn in Rong- 
cheng, Shandong 
province, on Oct 12. 
LI XINJUN / FOR CHINA DAILY 

Left: A farmer dries 
persimmons in Han- 
dan, Hebei province, 
On Oct 28. HAOQUNYING 

/xinhua Right:Villag­
ers harvest rice in
Tengchong, Yunnan 
province, on Oct 27. 
GONG ZUJIN / XINHUA

By ZHAO RUIXUE in Heze, Shandong 

province and SHI BAOYTN in Zhengzhou

Planting for next year
In late October, bustling construction of 

wells, dredging of w'atenvays and deep plow­
ing of land were in progress in Bandi town of 
Dingtao district in Heze, Shandong.

“These wells are equipped with pumps. 
The water pumped from the wells will be 
transported to farmers’ fields through under­
ground pipelines, which will substantially 
enhance irrigation efficiency,” said Pan 
Luhua, a publicity officer in the town.

In the fields adjacent to the wells, Li 
Guangli is plowing 6.7 hectares of his farm­
land in preparation for replanting wheat. Li 
plans to plant over 33 hectares of wheat and 
corn in total. Each year, after harvesting his 
corn in early October, he grows wheat on the 
same farmland. This year, he noticed some 
wheat seedlings were growing slowly, so he 
decided to replant the crop.

“Just after I planted the wheat, there was 
heavy rain in mid-October which caused the 
soil to clump, hindering the wheat’s growth. 
So, I am deeply plowing the land to replant, 
ensuring a bountiful liarvest of wheat next 
year,” said Li.

“After the corn harvest, the towoi govern­
ment arranged for tractors to deeply plow our 
land, laying the groundw'ork for sowing the 
wheat,” he said.

Dingtao district provided free deep plow­
ing for over 2,666 hectares of farmland after 
the com harvest in October to create a favora­
ble soil environment for planting winter 
wheat.

Li said advances in technology have also 
boosted harvests.

With support from a local government 
agricultural subsidy, Li bought a new 
machine equipped with a Beidou navigation 
system to help plant wheat this year.

By ZHAO RUIXUE 

in Dongying, Shandong
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Economic indicators display
upward movement after nadir
Fastest services activity expansion seen in 3 months, manufacturing likely on sustained rebound
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Chinas Zheng Qjnwen keeps
her eyes on WTA Finals prize

From page 1

Zheng Qinwen 
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A car lies partially submerged in floodwaters in the Barcelona suburb of Castelldefels on Monday after torrential rains drenched Catalo­
nia. Spanish authorities remained on highest alert as rain pounded the northeast of the country, barely days after severe flash floods
killed 218 people in the Valencia region. Telephone alerts urged residents to practice utmost caution, josep lago / afp

technologies and innovations will 
only grow. China is not merely a 
participant in global trade; it is 
actively shaping the future of it. We 
at London Export Corporation are 
proud to be part of China’s ongoing 
journey toward becoming the most 
innovative country in the world. 

Our expertise in facilitating trade 
and building trust lias positioned 
us as a leader in connecting West­
ern businesses with Chinese com­
panies. As China advances in areas 
like green energy, life sciences, arti­
ficial intelligence and modem agri­
culture, we are ready to continue 
serving as a trusted partner to Chi­
na-just as we have for over seven 
decades.

However, as China has grown 
into an economic powerhouse and 
a leader in innovation, some West­
ern countries have responded with 
concern, opting to “contain” China. 
Yet the so-called decoupling would 
only harm those countries them­
selves. If Western nations choose to 
decouple from China, their goods 
and supply chains will become 
more expensive. Companies that 
attempt to “de-risk” from China risk 
losing access to a vast market of 1.4 
billion consumers. 

It’s crucial to remember that 
trade is about more than just the 
exchange of commodities. It fosters 
personal connections and mutual 
understanding. My grandfather 
stalled our family’s story with Chi­
na, which was continued by my 
father, Stephen Perry. Both were 
held in great esteem by China, 
where they were affectionately 
known as “Old Perry” and “Little 
Perry’: I now proudly carry the 
mantle as “Little Little Perry5; con­
tinuing our family’s legacy of trust 
and collaboration with China. 

As we move into the next phase 
of global trade, it is evident that 
China’s demand for new resources,

The author is chairman of the 48 
Group and CEO of London Export 
Corporation. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

Staying alive and doing it the 
“Queen Wen” way — China’s top 
ace Zheng Qinwen’s career-first 
victory at the WTA Finals has 
cemented her reputation as the 
most resilient fighter on the wom­
en’s tennis circuit this year.

As a last-minute qualifier to the 
2024 WTA Finals, reigning Olym­
pic tennis champion Zheng again 
put the steely will that drove her 
to top of the Paris podium on full 
display, after the world No 7 pulled 
off a 7-6 (4),3-6,6-1 win over group 
opponent Elena Rybakina in her 
second match in Riyadh on Mon­
day, keeping her in contention for 
the title at the coveted season-end­
ing championship.

It’s the first time the 22-year-old 
Zheng has qualified for the finals, 
where the top-8 singles stars and 
doubles teams compete in round­
robin groups, before progressing 
to the semifinals to fight for a share 
of a $15.25 million purse being 
offered by debutant host Saudi 
Arabia.

Zheng’s win over Rybakina, her

the mentally toughest opponents 
in the women’s game.

Of course, she’d love to have 
quicker wins, but Zheng took par­
ticular pride in the huge progress 
of her mental game, which has con­
tributed significantly to her fruitful 
2024 campaign.

“I don’t know. Maybe in lot of 
matches, because I know it’s sup­
posed to be three sets, I always 
let it happen in three sets,” Zheng 
joked about her tendency of hav­
ing to go the distance to win after 
outlasting the Kazakh world No 5 
over nearly two hours and 30 min­
utes at the King Saud University 
Indoor Arena.

“It’s tough for me to play against 
her. I had a lot of chances in the 
second set, but I didn’t take them. 
... But in die third set, I told myself, 
even if I broke her first, I had to 
stay focused on my service game, 
because (there are) two big serv­
ers on court. One little detail can 
change a lot.

“I think when everybody arrives 
in die third set, they’ve already got 
into a rhythm, not like the begin­
ning of the match. And for me, I 
felt I raised my level in the third, 

solidate its policy support as the 
country’s top legislature is expected 
to approve additional fiscal sup­
port this week.

Zhang Bin, deputy director of die 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences’ 
Institute of World Economics and 
Politics, said that China’s current 
round of countercyclical adjustments 
is aiming at promoting a robust 
recovery in overall income levels, 
which is key to lifting consumption. 

The task of comincing consum­
ers to spend more is deemed by ana­
lysts to be of particular importance 
against elevated external political 
and trade uncertainties and amid 
China’s pursuit of a more consump­
tion-oriented growth model.

While services providers polled by 
Caixin reported a solid increase in 
exports in October, export orders in 
the manufacturing sector remained 
in decline, though die rate of reduc­
tion slowed. The official PMI survey 
showed that manufacturers’ new 
export orders contracted at a faster 
rate in October.

managers’ index for the services 
sector came in at 52 in October, up 
from 50.3 in September and mark­
ing the highest reading in tiiree 
months, a Caixin report said on 
Tuesday. Any PMI reading above 50 
indicates an expansion in activity. 

The reading was higher than the 
50.3 many analysts had expected as 
the rate of expansion in new busi­
ness inflows rose for the first time in 
four months following the launch of 
a series of policies to shore up the 
economy since late September.

In October, die level of confidence 
among service providers was at die 
highest since May, while selling pri­
ces stabilized after felling for two 
successive months. Service provid-
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first in three encounters against 
the 2022 Wimbledon champion, 
also marked her tour-leading 20th 
three-set win in her 24 matches 
that went to a decider, also a 
record, this season, consolidating 
the power hitter’s status as one of 

Defense industry observers said 
there are several variants in the J-35 
family, including the J-35A, which is 
designed for the PLA Air Force, and 
anotiier model for deployment on 
aircraft carriers. The series has a 
common root, the FC-31, which is a 
technology-demonstration proto­
type of stealth combat aircraft 
designed by the Shenyang institute. 

The FC-31 was unveiled in Octo­
ber 2012, when the prototype made 
its debut flight at the Zhuhai Air­
show that year, becoming China’s 
second prototype of fifth-generation 
fighter jet following the J-20.

In addition to the J-35A, the J-20 
and Russia’s Sukhoi Su-57 are also 
set to take part in the coming Zhu­
hai event. If that happens, it will be 
the first time in the world that three 
models of stealth combat jets 
appear in the same show.

China’s economy showed early 
signs of bottoming out across the 
board in October, indicating that the 
country's ramped-up efforts to revi­
talize domestic spending amid exter­
nal uncertainties are starting to have 
an impact, analysts said on liiesday. 

The comments come as data 
from media group Caixin pointed to 
the fastest expansion of services 
activity in tiiree months while man­
ufacturing activity resumed its 
upward momentum, matching the 
improvements of official indicators. 

David Chao, global market strat­
egist for the Asia-Pacific region 
(excluding Japan) at Invesco, said: 
“China’s leading economic indica­
tors improved across the board for 
October, suggesting that the econo­
my continues to regain momen­
tum. This should translate into 
improving economic conditions 
and activity for the rest of the year.” 

A privately surveyed purchasing

and I started to play my tennis 
again.”

So focused on clinging on to the 
win in order to progress, at least 
into the final group round, Zheng 
let her emotions get the better of 
her midway through the decid­
ing set, as she chastised a group 
of loudly cheering Chinese fans 
in Mandarin, urging them to stop 
calling her name before she was 
about to serve.

She expressed regret for venting 
her nerves on her loyal supporters, 
who almost turned the Saudi arena 
into a “home” court, where red Chi­
nese flags flew vigorously during 
changeovers and chants of “Queen 
Wen! Come on!” filled the air.

Zheng used the post-match 
interview to apologize to her fans 
for “not keeping her temper in 
check” during tense moments, yet 
she insisted that sometimes it’s 
helpful to blow off steam.

“You need to know how to use 
the crowd. ... My heart rate went 
up (when they shouted my name), 
so I had to hold on, until I couldn’t 
hold it in anymore and I shouted 
at them to stop. I am not sup­
posed to say that to my support­
ers though.

“Afterward, I felt my level auto­
matically got better, and I felt I 
was able to see the ball better and 
to react faster,” said Zheng, who, 
with the win, has overtaken Jessica 
Pegula of the United States in the 
live WTA rankings, climbing to a 
career-high No 6.

ers raised staffing levels for a second 
consecutive month, albeit marginal­
ly, the repoit said.

The uptick in services activity 
came along with manufacturing 
activity resuming expansion in Octo­
ber, driven by renewed new business 
growth. The Caixin China General 
Composite PMI, covering both man­
ufacturing and services activity, 
came in at 51.9 in October, up from
50.3 the previous month, marking 
the best showing in four months.

Also indicative of momentum 
recovery, the official composite PMI 
came in at 50.8 in October, up from
50.4 a month earlier, the National 
Bureau of Statistics said on Thursday.

Wang Zhe, senior economist at 
Caixin Insight Group, said the PMI 
surveys showed that market 
demand had stabilized and opti­
mism improved, which are early 
signs of the new policies’ impact, 
though the labor market remained 
under pressure and prices were still 
subdued.

China is expected to further con-
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A file photo released on Tuesday shows a J-35A stealth fighter jet taxiing 
on a runway, chen yang /xinhua

nal and support its integrated joint 
combat system.

The new fifth-generation fighter 
jet was designed by the aircraft 
maker’s Shenyang Aircraft Design 
and Research Institute and will be 
used primarily to carry out air com­
bat. The plane can also conduct 
strikes against targets on land and 
at sea, the company said in a news 
release.

Wang Yongqing, the institute’s 
chief designer, said the J-35A fea­
tures world-class technologies and 
has good stealth, information and 
intelligence capabilities.

It is able to detect and hit hostile 
aircraft before they can do so, and 
has outstanding superiority when 
engaging with fourth-generation 
jets, he added.

was a privately surveyed 
purchasing managers' index for 
the services sector in October, 
the highest reading in three 
months

The People’s Liberation Army Air 
Force declassified its latest hard­
ware, the J-35A stealth fighter jet, on 
Tuesday, saying that the model will 
make its public debut at an upcom­
ing air show.

Colonel Niu Wenbo from the 
PLA Air Force’s Equipment 
Department told reporters at a 
news conference in Beijing on 
Tuesday that the J-35A will take 
part in the 15th China Internation­
al Aviation and Aerospace Exhibi­
tion, set for Nov 12-17 in Zhuhai, 
Guangdong province.

The J-35A is a midsize stealth 
combat plane with multiple roles, 
Niu said.

Besides providing a picture of the 
J-35A, the officer did not give details 
about the new aircraft, including 
whether it has been commissioned 
or in which way it will be shown to 
tiie public at the exhibition.

Popularly known as the Zhuhai 
Airshow, the biennial China Inter­
national Aviation and Aerospace 
Exhibition is the country’s largest 
arms show and is recognized as one 
of the world’s most significant 
defense exhibitions.

With Hiesday’s announcement, 
the Chinese military has finally 
made public the long-anticipated 
J-35 series, a hot topic of speculation 
and analysis among military observ­
ers at home and abroad.

Upon the plane’s commissioning, 
China will become the second 
nation after the United States to 
have two types of stealth fighter jets 
in active service.

Currently, the PLA Air Force has 
deployed a large fleet of J-20 heavy- 
duty stealth combat aircraft, which 
started to be commissioned in late 
2016.

The J-20 made its debut at the 
lltii Zhuhai Airshow in November 
2016.

According to the Aviation Indus­
try Corp of China, which is the coun­
try’s dominant aircraft maker, the J- 
35A symbolizes a new milestone in 
the State-owned conglomerate’s 
endeavor to improve the PLA’s arse-
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went up (when they 
shouted my name), 
so I had to hold on, 
until I couldn’t hold 
it in anymore and I 
shouted at them to 
stop.”

The new fifth-genera­
tion fighter jet will 
be used primarily to 
carry out air combat. 
The plane can also 
conduct strikes 
against targets on 
land and at sea.
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The future of the glob­
al economy hinges 
on our commitment 
to peace, collabora­
tion and openness, 
not isolation.
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You need 
to know 
how to use 
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China leads in combating desertification
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With more than half of its 
reclaimable desertified land treat­
ed, China has taken the lead glo­
bally in achieving zero growth in 
land degradation and become the 
largest contributor to global affor­
estation, according to the Nation­
al Forestry and Grassland 
Administration.

Since 2012, China has seen its 
desertified land decrease by 4.3 
million hectares, said Guan Zhiou, 
head of the administration, report­
ing to an ongoing session of the 
Standing Committee of the Nation­
al People’s Congress, the country’s 
top legislature, on Tuesday. 

“This demonstrates a positive 
trend of overall improvement and 
accelerated enhancement,” he said. 

He credited the achievement to a 
series of concerted efforts by the 
country to promote initiatives 
aimed at controlling desertifica­
tion, underpinned by die establish­
ment of a robust and effective legal 
framework.

Currently, the legal framework 

within the Yellow River Basin, the 
boundary delineating regions 
with and without vegetation cover 
has shifted approximately 300 
kilometers westward. Due to 
these efforts, northern China has 
embraced a remarkable decrease 
in the number of days with severe 
sand and dust weather, he added. 

He also noted, however, China is 
still confronted with an arduous 
task to forge ahead with desertifica­
tion control, considering die size of 
its desertified land and the severity. 

“Currently, there are 47.2 million 
hectares of desertified land that can 
be reclaimed across the country?’ he 
said. “Of them, 22.2 million hectares 
remain untreated, mainly concen­
trated in the Three-North region 
and are all hard nuts to crack,” he 
said.

The official vows a series of 
measures to advance the work, 
including incentivizing the public 
and enterprises to participate in 
desertification control.

China will tap into different 
modes to encourage farmers and 
herdsmen to participate in deserti­
fication control, he continued.

Minister urges universities to adopt 
flexible approach for talent cultivation

In recent years, China has made 
remarkable strides in the develop­
ment of its higher education system, 
particularly through the initiative of 
building world-class universities 
and disciplines with Chinese char­
acteristics, Education Minister Huai 
Jinpeng said.

The “Double First Class” initia­
tive, which was launched to develop 
a set of world-class institutions and 
disciplines in China, has undergone 
two rounds of changes, Huai said 
when delivering a report which was 
submitted to an ongoing session of 
the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress, China’s 
top legislature, for review on Tues­
day.

The first round identified 140 uni­
versities and 465 disciplines to be 
part of the initiative and the second 
round lias added seven universities 
and 41 disciplines, with an emphasis 
on foundational and cutting-edge 
fields that are critical to the coun­
try’s development, according to the 
report.

China has implemented pro­
grams for basic disciplines, estab­
lishing 288 elite student training 
bases, 14 national centers for talent 
development in mathematics and 
physics and 16 interdisciplinary 
research centers, aiming to contrib­
ute to significant advances in disci­
plines such as quantum science, 
materials engineering and space 
exploration, it said.

Universities are evaluated based 
on their overall development and 
growth potential. Some top-tier 

institutions like Peking University 
and Tsinghua University are 
allowed to autonomously deter­
mine their own disciplines, creating 
a model for personalized growth, 
Huai said.

Since 2016, China lias invested 
over 166.7 billion yuan ($23.4 bil­
lion) in “Double First Class” univer­
sities to support the development of 
these institutions and their high- 
level research programs, the report 
said.

Universities involved in the initia­
tive have trained more than half of 
China’s master’s degree students 
and 80 percent of its doctoral stu­
dents.

Focusing on national strategic 
needs, 84 new undergraduate 
majors have been added, including 
interdisciplinary engineering, intel­
ligent sensing engineering and car­
bon storage science, it added.

However, the traditional academ­
ic structure in Chinese universities, 
which was based on departments 
and disciplines, limits the flexibility 
required to foster innovative, inter­
disciplinary talent, Huai said. 

“The model for talent develop­
ment needs to evolve, with greater 
emphasis on integrating STEM or 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, with the humani­
ties, and on strengthening collabo­
ration between education and 
industry,” he said.

Moreover, China still faces chal­
lenges in producing leading-edge 
and disruptive innovations, particu­
larly in fundamental research. The 
potential for universities to contrib­
ute more effectively to economic 
and social development has not 

"A.

has included six national laws, 
including laws for sand prevention 
and control, as well as forest and 
wetland conservation, he noted, 
adding the 13 key provincial 
regions for desertification control 
have all enacted regional regula­
tions on the issue.

He highlighted the significant 
roles of a series of projects in tack­
ling desertification, including the 
Three-North Shelterbelt Forest Pro­
gram, which was launched in 1978. 

Thanks to these projects, 35.9 
million hectares of desertified land 
have been brought under protec­
tion and 7.9 million hectares of 
such land have been effectively 
treated, he shared.

Guan elaborated that within the 
expansive scope of the Three- 
North program spanning from 
northwestern to northeastern 
China, the forest coverage rate has 
risen significantly from approxi­
mately 12.4 percent to 13.8 per­
cent. Moreover, effective 
measures have successfully con­
trolled soil erosion on 61 percent 
of the affected land.

He continued by noting that 

been fully realized, and the commer­
cialization of scientific discoveries 
remains insufficient, the report said. 

“There is still a gap when com­
pared to top universities in devel­
oped countries,” Huai said. The 
ability to attract and retain global 
talent is a key challenge, as is China’s 
participation in global educational 
governance, especially in cutting- 
edge fields like artificial intelli­
gence, he said.

There is an urgent need to refine 
the criteria for evaluating disci­
plines, particularly for interdisci­
plinary studies and social sciences. 
The lack of a clear, characteristic 
development model for “Double 
First Class” universities further 
complicates the process of building 
distinct, world-class institutions, 
according to the report.

In response to these challenges, a 
more tailored evaluation system 
should be developed, focusing on 
contributions to society, especially 
in areas such as ideological leader­
ship, national security and social 
stability, Huai said.

To cultivate top talent, China 
should strengthen early identifica­
tion of potential innovators and fos­
ter a more integrated talent 
development model that combines 
research with education, according 
to the report.

Special emphasis should be 
placed on developing engineers, 
professionals in emerging fields, 
and interdisciplinary researchers. 
Improving core curriculum and 
integrating research breakthroughs 
into teaching will help nurture a 
new generation of world-class tal­
ent, it added.

The ability to attract top interna­
tional talent will be crucial to build­
ing globally competitive 
institutions, according to the report.
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Workers plant grass grids for sand control in the Tengger Desert in Zhongwei, Ningxia Hui autono­
mous region, on May 30. feng kaihua / xinhua
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are important periods for Confu­
cianism. ... The Confucian tradition 
goes all die way back to Zhougong 
(the Duke of Zhou) from the Western 
Zhou Dynasty.”

The duke was believed to have been 
a prolific author with humanistic 
ideas and writtenAztes of Zhou, a fun­
damental ancient Chinese classic on 
organizational theory.

Mary Evelyn "Ricker, a senior lec­
turer and research scholar at Yale 
University, says: “It’s exciting to have 
this cultural tour to Henan and see 
that China is recovering its own tradi­
tional past.... China’s modernization 
has developed very rapidly over the 
past 40 years since my first visit to the 
country in 1985.”

see die massive size of die Erlitou Site 
in Luoyang and the artifacts excavat­
ed from it at the nearby museum. It 
shows the archaeological process of 
their discovery.

Thomas Michael from the United 
States, professor at School of Philoso­
phy, Beijing Normal University, who 
does research into Chinese philoso­
pher Lao Tzu, agrees.

‘I’ve read about all these places, 
but it’s the first time to see various 
artifacts about the origins and 
downfall of the Shang Dynasty (c. 
16th century-lltii century BC) and 
the beginning of the Western Zhou 
Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 BC),” he 
says. “It’s amazing to see the ancient 
centers of Chinese civilization. These

Her research fields include Confu­
cianism and ecology. China is moving 
toward ecological civilization, she 
says, which lias greatiy changed its 
ecology, society and spirituality.

She says tiiat Confucianism, Tao­
ism and Buddhism have the cultural 
values for an awakening of environ­
mental consciousness, for example, 
die concept of “heaven and man are 
united as one” in Chinese philosophy. 

Costas Synolakis, the Chair of 
Earth Sciences in die Academy of 
Athens, points out tiiat “it’s great to 
see die different periods of Chinese 
history and how its art evolves”.

His research focuses on howpeople 
in ancient Greece and Rome under­
stood and dealt with extreme disas­
ters. He’s surprised to find that the 
ancient Chinese tried to control floods 
about4,000years ago when he visited 
Henan’s museums. “It’s around the 
4tfi and Sth centuries BC that people 
in the Mediterranean started to 
understand that floods and earth­
quakes are natural phenomena.... It’s 
motivating for me to learn much 
more about Chinese culture, especial­
ly the recorded floods in its history?’

According to him, many people 
associate China’s history with its 
dynasties, but are not familiar with 
the country’s ancient capitals in 
Henan and how the Chinese shifted 
these ancient capitals in history. 
That’s why the trip has impressed 
him greatly.

establishing sustainable communi­
cation with other disciplines such 
as literature, history, philosophy 
and archaeology.

In Wu’s perspective, China’s classi­
cal studies should cover Western clas­
sical studies and the study of pre-Qin 
period (before 221 BC) Chinese clas­
sics. While die historical and modern 
interpretation of the spirits of ancient 
Greece and Rome shall be included, 
the understanding and interpreta­
tion of the pre-Qin Chinese classics 
since die Han Dynasty (206 BC-AD 
220) should also be considered with­
in the scope of classical studies.

Liu says that Chinese scholars 
engaging in Western classical stud­
ies should be well-versed in China’s 
ancient classics and hold respect for 
traditional Chinese culture. Similar­
ly, scholars specializing in ancient 
Chinese classics should also have a 
solid knowledge base of Western 
classical studies.

- S
While several expats are admiring 

the intricate animal patterns on an 
ancient Chinese bronze object, others 
are carefully listening to a tour guide 
explain the skill and wisdom behind 
die craftsmanship.

It was part of the “Exploring China” 
Henan Tour event in Zhengzhou, Luo­
yang and Anyang in Central China’s 
Henan province from Sunday to 
Tuesday.

More than 40 foreign experts in 
classical studies from 13 countries 
visited Henan’s heritage sites, Long- 
men Grottoes and the Yinxu Muse­
um, immersing themselves in the rich 
Chinese culture and civilization.

Two other groups joined the tours 
in Shandong province, visiting places 
like the Temple of Confucius, and in 
Sichuan province, traveling to key 
archaeological sites like Sanxingdui 
andJinsha.

These experts are participants in 
the World Conference of Classics, 
being held in Beijing from Wednes­
day to Friday.

“I’m excited to visit China for the 
first time, and I plan to travel to China 
again witii my femily, to see more of 
its deep culture and history?’ says 
Michael Trapp, emeritus professor of 
Greek literature and thought at 
King’s College London.

Before setting out, he sought advice

examine classics like the Shi Jing, 
also known as The Book of Songs or 
the Classic of Poetry, simply as a lit­
erature work, the Spring and 
Autumn Annals as historical 
records, and I Ching (The Book of 
Changes) as a philosophical work. 

“Classical studies scholars should 
first of all have a comprehensive 
understanding of the classical civili­
zations, before they delve into a spe­
cific domain,” Wu says.

He will deliver a presentation 
comparing the philosophy of Aris­
totle and Confucius at a sub-forum 
of the conference, and expects to 
draw inspiration from his interna­
tional counterparts in order to reex­
amine Chinese classical traditions.

Speaking of the future of China’s 
classical studies, both scholars 
emphasize the comparison and reso­
nance between the East and the 
West, and new thoughts generated 
in the pursuit of understanding 
ancient classics in the way ancient 
people did and interpreting the clas­
sics in a modem context.

“It is only after a relatively long 
period from the classical times and 
when people come to recognize these 
works as historical classics with sig­
nificant relevance to modem society, 
tiiat classical studies as a discipline 
can be established,” Wu says.

“What’s important is not how 
much of the modern spirit recognized 
today can be traced in the ancient 
times, but how ancient wisdom can 
provide richer dimensions and per­
spectives to examine and better 
address contemporary issues.”

He adds that nowadays, Chinese 
scholars on humanities, even those 
focusing on ancient Chinese classics, 
have more or less received some aca­
demic training in modem Western 
academic concepts and methods. 
Yet, that doesn’t necessarily mean 
they are familiar enough with 
ancient Western classics.

To explain what can possibly be a 
proper way to cultivate a compre­
hensive background in classical 
studies, Liu takes the example of the 
RUC’s experimental undergraduate 
program on classical studies, which 
he founded in 2010.

The students of this program are 
required to take lessons in philology, 
learning ancient Chinese language, 
classical Greek and Latin, as well as 
literature and history, apart from 
intensive reading on ancient Chinese 
and Western classics alike.

Liu says that one student of this 
experimental program, whose 
undergraduate diesis features Athe­
nian lawmaker and poet Solon and 
who speaks classical Greek and Lat­
in, has received a doctoral degree in 
ancient Chinese philosophy.

According to him, under the mod­
ern classification system, the ancient 
Chinese classics have been observed 
in disciplines such as history, philos­
ophy and Chinese literature. Yet, by 
promoting “Chinese classical stud­
ies” scholars like him aim to inte­
grate the ancient classics studies 
scattered in these disciplines.

Wii says that the current classifica­
tion system results in the lack of an 
overall perspective in ancient Chinese 
classics studies, and some important 
aspects are absent.

For example, it’s not enough to

- /.

Klaus Vieweg, 

professor of 
philosophy at 
Germany's 

Friedrich Schiller 

University Jena

The first World Conference of 
Classics holds significance for 

the exchange and mutual learn­
ing between Eastern and West­

ern civilizations. 
In the modem era. numerous 

challenges persist, and many prom­
inent thinkers, particularly from 
recent history, have derived valua­

ble insights from classical and 

ancient philosophies. Figures like 

Aristotle and Lao Tzu have left an 
enduring impact on Eastern and 

Western thought, shaping each tra­
dition in fundamental ways. 

In this era of globalization, it is 
remarkable to witness the conver­

gence and interaction of classical 
works from diverse nations, creating 
opportunities for rich cultural 

exchange and mutual understanding. 

Hashiba Yuzuru, 

professor of 

ancient history, 
Graduate School 

of Humanities and 

Sociology at

University of Tokyo 
The first World Conference of 

Classics serves as a platform to 

allow classics across the world to 
communicate with each other. 

Connecting ancient civilizations 
is crucial for fostering mutual 

understanding, as insights from 
these civilizations enable individ­

uals to navigate and flourish in 

an increasingly globalized world. 
Confucian thought feels famil­

iar to me. largely due to its pro­
found influence on Japanese 

culture, particularly through The 
Analects of Confucius. Confucius 

has taught us to engage in self-re­

flection and consider what holds 

the greatest value for us. He 
encourages us to identify what is 

most important in our lives. This, 

in essence, is one of the most sig­

nificant lessons from Confucius.

Liu
Xiaoieng,
classical
studies
scholar

from liis Chinese doctoral student in 
London and his brother, a Chinese 
language translator who often travels 
to China for work. Botii suggested 
that given his passion for history, 
archaeology and art, he would find 
his visit to Henan particularly capti­
vating, which he does.

At the museums, he finds that the 
use of modem technology has made 
historical sites more accessible to a 
modem audience, striking a delicate 
balance between preserving ancient 
materials and showing their history 
vividly via replicas and digital recon­
structions. “This endeavor requires 
considerable effort and creativity?’ he 
says.

He believes that it’s wonderful to

sical studies.
In China, there have long been 

debates within the academic circle on 
topics such as: What should China’s 
classical studies deal with? Should 
the comprehensive study of ancient 
Chinese classics be called “Chinese 
classical studies”? Which ancient 
periods should be considered witiiin 
the scope of classical studies?

Wu suggests that die World Confer­
ence of Classics serves as an opportu­
nity to present recent progress made 
by Chinese scholars in the fields of 
Western classical studies and the 
study of ancient Chinese classics, fos­
tering a more profound and compre­
hensive dialogue between Chinese 
scholars and die international classi­
cal studies community.

But more importandy, he says the 
conference will provide inspiration in 
helping China’s classical studies clari­
fy its scope and positions and make 
its way to die country’s higher educa­
tion system as a formal discipline.

According to him, although many 
Chinese universities have founded 
study centers focusing on classical 
studies, there’s still a long way to go 
in training students, developing 
dedicated research teams and

ith the support of its 
long-standing academ­
ic tradition, the study 
of ancient Chinese 

classics has achieved evident devel­
opment in die past 30 years. Mean­
while, encouraging progress has been 
made over the past decade indie field 
of Western classical studies in China, 
despite the fact tiiat the field is still in 
its early stages.

Classical studies scholar Liu Xiao- 
feng says tiiat the academic progress 
seen in the study of Western classics 
will surely help the study of ancient 
Chinese classics take on a fresh look. 

The professor at the School of Lib­
eral Arts of Renmin University of 
China expounds on his idea of pro­
moting the field of Chinese classical 
studies, one that integrates the study 
of ancient Chinese classics and West­
ern classical studies, as the inaugu­
ral World Conference of Classics is 
set to be held in Beijing from 
Wednesday to Friday.

The three-day event, co-organized 
by the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, China’s Ministry of Educa­
tion and Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism, as well as the Ministry of 
Culture of Greece and the Academy 
of Athens, is joined by more than 
400 Chinese and foreign scholars, 
discussing the enduring intellectual 
legacy of ancient civilizations and its 
relevance in the modem world.

Liu will address the conference clar­
ifying that classical studies, both in the 
East and the West, reexamine the past 
with a modem perspective and offer 
wisdom for contemporary society.

According to Wu Fei, professor of 
philosophy at Peking University, 
“classical studies” in the West usual-

Asimlna 

Koutroull, 

architect engineer 

of the Ministry of 

Education of 

Greece
Classical studies are an essential 

body of knowledge that is crucial 
for understanding and contextualiz­

ing modern existence. Without a 
thorough awareness of a nation's 

historical foundations, it becomes 
challenging for individuals to grasp 
how that nation has achieved its 

current level of development. This 

understanding is significant not 

only for individual nations but also 
for humanity as a whole, represent­

ing a global culture. By engaging 
with classical texts, individuals gain 

valuable insights into the needs 
and responses of people across 

diverse contexts, thereby fostering 
a deeper appreciation for our 
shared human experience. 

Chen Feng, 

professor of 
Advanced Institute 

for Confucian 
Studies of Shan­

dong University

The World Conference of Classics 

provides an opportunity to explore 
hew classical civilizations can main­
tain their modern relevance. 

Through this channel, civilizations 
try to ensure that their teachings 

resonate with contemporary socie­
ties and daily life. This connection is 

essential for preserving and carry­
ing these traditions into the future. 

Classical civilizations, including 

Confucianism and other Eastern 

and Western traditions, are a shared 
spiritual legacy of humanity.

Thomas Michael, 

professor at
School of 

Philosophy 

Beijing Normal 
University

The conference is a good oppor­

tunity for me to learn about what 

other scholars study, make new 
relationships and meet some old 

friends. We can discuss our ideas 
about classics and share our cul­
tural interactions, and it makes us 

understand each other more close­

ly. It's wonderful that China is host­

ing the conference. China excels at 
bringing different cultures together 

for cultural communication and 

mutual understanding.

Beijing event to examine legacy of ancient civilizations and 
their relevance to the modern day, Fang Aiqing reports.

- . A

ly examine ancient 
Greek and Roman 
civilizations in terms 
of their languages, lit­
erature, history and 
culture. However,
Western scholars 
these days have 
increasingly realized 
the need to involve 
the studies of other 
ancient civilizations 
into the realm of clas-
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Above: Classical studies scholars from China and overseas participate in a ceremony to pay homage at the Temple of Confucius in Qufu, Shandong province, on Tuesday. 
wang yining / for china daily Below: Visitors look at a statue at an exhibition to mark the inaugural World Conference of Classics, The Countless Aspects of Beauty in Ancient Art,
jointly organized by the National Museum of China and the Hellenic National Archaeological Museum that opens in Beijing on Wednesday, jiang dong / china daily
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Left: Participants of the "Exploring China" Henan Tour admire a bronze ware at Henan Museum in 
Zhengzhou city, xu lin / china daily Right: Experts attending the first World Conference of Classics visit 
Jinsha Site Museum in Chengdu, Sichuan province, on Monday, zhang lang / china news service
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Xinjiang enriches ‘Chinese fruit platter’
Farmers in region leverage sunshine and fertile soil to produce high-quality specialty agricultural goods
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By ZHANG WEI in Kunyu, Xinjiang 

and MAO WEIHUA
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nomic gains, encompassing a genu­
ine concern for the employment 
prospects of his Uygur neighbors in 
the area.

Awaitihan Gapar, a 56-year-old 
farmer, tends to the fields in Niu’s 
orchard. “My livelihood thrives 
here. Without Niu, life would be an 
uphill battle,” the farmer said.

To bolster local employment 
opportunities, Niu emphasized the 
pivotal role played by farmers, such 
as Awaitihan, who hail from neigh­
boring villages. “We allocate around 
150,000 to 160,000 yuan annually to 
bring them on board, thereby cata­
lyzing job prospects for numerous 
villagers,” Niu said.

The swift agricultural progress in

With its sweet Hami melons, 
crispy apples, fragrant plums and 
tart pomegranates, the fruits grown 
in Xinjiang’s diverse, semi-arid soil 
have gained widespread acclaim 
domestically and internationally.

Situated in northwestern China, 
the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region boasts abundant sunshine, 
distinctive geographical condi­
tions and varied fertile soil. Lever­
aging its exceptional water, soil 
and light, Xinjiang produces high- 
quality specialty agricultural 
goods that have enriched the “Chi­
nese fruit platter”.

Agriculture in Xinjiang contin­
ues to evolve with advances in mod­
ernization that have led to steady 
and stable growth in farmers’ 
incomes. Xinjiang’s distinctive 
agricultural products, forestry and 
other advantageous industries are 
thriving, creating unique industrial 
clusters that pave the way for local 
farmers to increase their incomes 
and prosper.

Last year, Xinjiang’s output 
from specialty fruit trees reached 
18.77 million metric tons, a year- 
on-year increase of 3.4 percent, 
according to data from the region­
al government.

“This is the joy of a bountiful liar­
vest,” said Niu Hailin, a 55-year-old 
orchard owner from Laobing town 
in Kunyu city as he leads a vibrant 
scene of harvesting, sorting and 
packaging ripe plums alongside fel­
low farmers. The air is filled with the 
palpable joy of a fruitful harvest, 
which is reflected on the faces of all 
involved.

“This year, the plums have flour­
ished remarkably, creating high 
demand in the market,” Niu said. 

He emphasized the nutritional

Xinjiang heralds transformative 
shifts in the livelihoods of local 
farmers.

The change in living standards is 
profound, Niu said. “Once residing 
in modest flat-roofed abodes, we 
now dwell in a verdant residential 
district teeming with water, foliage 
and blooms,” he said. “The ambi­
ence is serene and comfortable. Our 
two-story house is surrounded by 
fruit trees such as peaches, apricots 
and pears.”

In the fields of Xing’an town, 
Tumushuke city, 42-year-old farmer 
Li Songying uprooted nearby tiger 
nuts. “While these tiger nuts may 
not be large, they are sweet,” Li said. 

Originally from Longnan city,

the National Day holiday,” Niu said. 
He anticipates a yield of 35 to 42 

metric tons per hectare, and he has 
already sold plums worth more than 
20,000 yuan ($2,800).

The promising outlook for the 
development of fruit and agricultur­
al by-products has instilled confi­
dence in countless farmers.

“Family pressures have lessened, 
economic gains have improved and 
I am confident in our future cultiva­
tion endeavors. I am eager to 
explore additional markets, empha­
sizing high-quality cultivation prac­
tices that will contribute to 
generating employment opportuni­
ties,” Niu said.

His vision extends beyond eco-

■<r'V -1 
-

Gansu province, Li ventured to Xin­
jiang in 2018 to delve into the culti­
vation of tiger nuts, starting 
cultivation in 2019. “The region 
offers an ideal environment for the 
growth of tiger nuts, promising sig­
nificant developmental opportuni­
ties,” Li said.

She cultivates 3 hectares of tiger 
nuts. “In the initial stages of cultiva­
tion, the government extended vari­
ous forms of support, including 
seeds, water and electricity subsi­
dies, planting assistance, technical 
guidance, training and substantial 
national subsidies for utilities,” she 
said.

Having already sold all the tiger 
nuts she harvested before June, Li 
intends to continue cultivation next 
year because of the crop’s easy man­
agement and high level of mechani­
zation in farming.

Li is also actively delving into 
e-commerce livestreaming plat­
forms to broaden sales. “Viewers 
born in the 1980s who have savored 
these nuts reminisce about their 
childhood flavors upon watching 
my videos and reach out to make 
purchases. Over time, my fan base 
has grown, with enthusiasts making 
repeat purchases and recommend­
ing the nuts to others,” she said.

Li hosts online sales of her tiger 
nuts on short-video platform Dou- 
yin almost every evening, generat­
ing an income of over 10,000 yuan 
per month.

“I am now confident in showcas­
ing tiger nuts through livestreams. 
Sales are thriving and we have many 
regular customers now,” she said.

Most of her online followers are 
from big cities such as Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou in 
Guangdong province.

V/ wit '

richness of plums, which are abun­
dant in dietary fiber, vitamins A and 
C, and other nutrients. In recent 
years, plum sales have thrived 
across various regions. Since 
embarking on plum cultivation, Niu 
has garnered technical support 
from a few universities and research 
institutions, enhancing his expert­
ise in the field.

Growing plums has become more 
accessible with the ease of obtaining 
loans, and sales of plums from Niu’s 
orchard have surpassed previous 
periods.

‘The picking season runs from 
March to September annually, with 
this year’s harvest commencing 
around Aug 20 and extending until
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Left: Niu Hailin harvests plums with a fellow farmer at his orchard in Laobing town, Kunyu city, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, in Sep­
tember. Right: Li Songying shows the tiger nuts she harvested in Xing’an town, Tumushuke city, Xinjiang in September. 
PHOTOS BY ZHANG WEI / CHINA DAILY
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CHINA INTERNATIONAL IMPORT EXPO

SinopecMoves seen
signs deal

helping boost for 30m
tons of LNG

L

consumption a
A view of Sony’s booth at the 7th China International Import Expo in Shanghai, zhang wei / china daily

Sony charts big plans for Chinese
creative sector, content creators

rz.
HK, Shanghai foster ties for win-win development- •
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By WANG KE JU in Shanghai 

wangkeju@chinadaily.com.cn

By WU KUNLING in Hong Kong 

amberwu@chinadailyhk.com

He said Hong Kong is home to 
over 1,00 mainland companies list­
ed on the city’s stock exchange, with 
close to 200 originating from Shang­
hai alone — boasting a total market 
value exceeding HK$2 trillion ($260 
billion).

“Leveraging each other’s 
strengths, Hong Kong and Shanghai 
can sail together toward new hori­
zons,” Lee said.

He believes that the two cities can 
further strengthen cooperation in 
areas such as global talent attrac­
tion, sendees and employment so as 
to advance the development of tal­
ent hubs in both locations.

At the same event, Hong Kong

China’s recent introduction of a 
potent stimulus policy package, 
including dedicated efforts to 
shore up consumer spending, will 
provide massive opportunities for 
global businesses keen to tap into 
its super-sized market and facili­
tate the transition toward a con- 
sumption-led growth model, 
global executives said on Tuesday. 

In particular, the China Interna­
tional Import Expo, running from 
Tuesday to Sunday in Shanghai, 
will play a key role in scaling up 
imports of quality goods and servi­
ces and boosting the country’s 
consumption upgrading, they said 
during the ongoing trade event.

Noting the great confidence in 
China’s consumption landscape, 
Jean-Paul Agon, L’Oreal Group 
chairman, said that the optimism 
is rooted in China’s vision for mod­
ernization, especially driven by 
recent government initiatives.

Both national and local authori­
ties have rolled out policy measures 
to bolster consumer confidence and 
unlock the full potential of domestic 
demand, he said.

Governmental stimulus is key to 
elevating consumer sentiment, 
and this significant support will be 
instrumental in upgrading con­
sumption and driving high-quality 
development, he added.

China has solidified its position 
as the world’s second-largest con­
sumer market for several consecu­
tive years, and the trend continues 
to hold strong this year, said Li 
Gang, director-general of the 
department of market operation 
and consumption promotion of 
the Ministry of Commerce.

Consumption has remained the 
primary driving force for China’s 
economic development as the 
growth in consumption contribut­
ed 49.9 percent to GDP growth in 
the first three quarters, said the 
Bureau of National Statistics.

“The future of consumption in 
China is full of potential. That is 
why we at L’Oreal firmly believe 
that the next China is China, and 
that investing in China is investing 
in our future,” Agon said.

Notably, the CUE has emerged 
as a critical channel for expanding 
imports of high-quality goods and

Consumer products on display at the ongoing China Internation­
al Import Expo in Shanghai, zhang wei / china daily

Financial Secretary Paul Chan 
Mo-po extended an invitation to 
mainland enterprises to establish 
headquarters in Hong Kong, high­
lighting the city’s status as a premier 
treasury center with unrestricted 
capital movement and tax incen­
tives offered by the SAR govern­
ment.

Zhou Ji, executive deputy director 
of the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs 
Office of the State Council, high­
lighted that both Shanghai and 
Hong Kong serve as vital gateways 
in China, connecting international 
and domestic markets.

Zhou pledged that his office will 
continue to support Hong Kong’s 
unique role in Shanghai-Hong Kong 
cooperation and the country’s exter­
nal opening, as well as to back ongo­
ing research and implementation of 
favorable policies to facilitate Hong 
Kong’s development.

Shanghai Mayor Gong Zheng 
stated that Shanghai will further 
encourage its enterprises to invest 
in Hong Kong, while particularly 
strengthening cooperation between

well as technical achievements in 
environmental protection. 

“The CUE provides an impor­
tant platform for Sony to showcase 
the latest technologies, deepen 
cooperation and stimulate innova­
tion. Sony’s continuous participa­
tion in the CUE not only reflects 
our long-standing commitment to 
the Chinese market, but also dem­
onstrates our strong belief in creat­
ing a better future with China,” 
Yoshida said.

It also responds positively to 
the Chinese government’s sus­
tainable development strategy, 
and bolsters the upgrading of 
green industries and green con­
sumption in China.

The structure of foreign invest­
ment continues to be optimized, 
as China’s high-tech manufactur­
ing sector attracted 77.12 billion 
yuan ($10.9 billion) in the first 
nine months of the year, or 12 per­
cent of its total foreign direct 
investment inflow, up 1.5 percent­
age points from the same period 
last year, according to the Minis­
try of Commerce.

Zhang Jianping, deputy director 
of the academic committee at the 
Chinese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation, 
said foreign companies have accel­
erated their localization steps in 
China in recent years, while high- 
tech industries and advanced man­
ufacturing have become important 
sectors for foreign investment in 
the country.

He added that the implementa­
tion of a new round of opening-up 
measures, such as a shortened neg­
ative list for market entry and 
establishing more pilot free trade 
zones, has created favorable condi­
tions for foreign businesses to 
invest in China.

*1 i . _ J

Listed companies on 
stock market hit 5,363 
There were 5,363 companies list­
ed on the Chinese mainland 
stock market by the end of Sep­
tember, according to the China 
Association for Public Compa­
nies. The stock exchanges in 
Shanghai, Shenzhen and Beijing 
had 2,271,2,839 and 253 listed 
firms, respectively, by end Sep­
tember, data from the associa­
tion showed.

Officials vowed on Tuesday to 
deepen collaboration between 
Shanghai and Hong Kong to further 
unleash the two economic engines’ 
potential in the nation’s further 
opening-up, emphasizing the spe­
cial administrative region’s spring­
board role for mainland enterprises 
to go global.

They made the pledge at a high- 
level conference promoting Hong 
Kong’s investment opportunities in 
Shanghai, a significant event during 
the seventh China International 
Import Expo.

Addressing the 2024 Hong Kong 
Investment Promotion Conference- 
Shanghai Forum, Hong Kong Chief 
Executive John Lee Ka-chiu stressed 
that Hong Kong possesses the 
capacity to serve as an investment 
and financing hub for the develop­
ment of Shanghai and related main­
land businesses, welcoming more 
enterprises to leverage Hong Kong 
for global expansion.

introducing 
popirlar over­
seas games to 
the Chinese 
market, Sony 
has launched 
a program 
aimed at sup­
porting the 
creation of 
native games 
from Chinese 
developers, 

and bringing original Chinese con­
tent to the global market through 
the PlayStation platform. It pro­
vides assistance to the creators in 
terms of technology, creativity and 
publication.

The move not only shows the 
innovative capability of China’s 
gaming industry, but also provides 
a more diversified gaming experi­
ence for global players, he said.

The company, he said, will 
expand cooperation with domestic 
game developers to promote the 
development of high-quality con­
sole games.

Soeda said he sees immense 
development opportunities from 
the integration of technology with 
entertainment, and emerging 
industries in the future.

Sony has deepened its collabora­
tion with local partners and estab­
lished a studio for virtual 
cinematography in Shanghai, pro­
viding crystal light-emitting diode 
display systems, professional cam­
eras and monitors.

At the ongoing China Interna­
tional Import Expo in Shanghai, 
the Japanese company is display­
ing a series of innovative technolo­
gies, such as virtual avatars, 
immersive experiences in location­
based entertainment, image sens­
ing and artificial intelligence, as

Takeshi
Yoshida

-

the two cities in emerging industries 
such as artificial intelligence and 
biomedicine. Furthermore, Gong 
mentioned that Shanghai will sup­
port more qualified enterprises to 
list on the stock exchange in Hong 
Kong.

He also pledged that the two cit­
ies will work together to jointly 
explore overseas markets. Shang­
hai will fully leverage Hong Kong’s 
advantages as a super-connector, 
assisting businesses in establish­
ing a presence in international 
markets and participating in 
international cooperation as well 
as competition, he said.

This year, more than 300 Hong 
Kong enterprises are participating 
in the import expo to promote Hong 
Kong’s quality goods and services, 
accounting for one-tenth of the total 
number of exhibitors.

During the promotion confer­
ence, Invest Hong Kong under the 
Hong Kong government signed 
agreements with numerous Shang­
hai enterprises to deepen coopera­
tion.

Japanese consumer electronics 
company Sony Group Corp is bet­
ting big on the creative entertain­
ment industry in China and is 
supporting Chinese content crea­
tors to give full play to their expert­
ise through technological 
innovation, to satisfy consumers’ 
rising demand for high-quality 
entertainment experiences.

Moreover, Chinese video game 
Black Myth: Wukong has also 
become popular on Sony’s PlaySta­
tion gaming platform, pushing up 
sales of its PS5 consoles, said a sen­
ior company executive.

“Sony lias been deeply cultivating 
the Chinese market for many years, 
and has always maintained a strate­
gic vision for long-term develop­
ment and deepened its business 
layout in China,” said Takeshi Yoshi­
da, president of Sony China.

Yoshida emphasized the impor­
tance of the Chinese market in the 
world economy and the high prior­
ity the Chinese government attach­
es to innovation-driven and high- 
quality development.

He added that the company will 
leverage its advantages in technol­
ogy, content and services to fully 
support creators in China.

Takehito Soeda, vice-president 
of Sony China, said the company’s 
businesses, which mainly include 
content creation, electronic prod­
ucts and semiconductors, have all 
witnessed steady growth in China 
over the past few years.

Although the consumer elec­
tronics business still takes up a 
large share, there is immense 
growth potential in content crea­
tion and cooperation, Soeda said. 

According to him, apart from

services to cater to the growing 
demand of die Chinese people and 
create more development oppor­
tunities for enterprises from all 
over the world.

This year’s expo has set new 
benchmarks, drawing the partici­
pation of3,496 exhibitors from 152 
countries and regions — the high­
est number represented in the 
event’s history.

As China’s consumption-driven 
economic transformation contin­
ues to gain momentum, the CIIE 
has emerged as an indispensable 
gateway for international enter­
prises to showcase their latest 
innovations.

Healthcare company Abbott lias 
utilized the expo as a significant 
platform to showcase hundreds of 
its latest products over the years, 
with many of them successfully 
transitioning from exhibition items 
to commercially available goods.

This year, the company is again 
leveraging the CIIE stage to debut 
dozens of new-to-market prod­
ucts, said Fanny Chen, vice-presi­
dent of Abbott Core Diagnostics, 
adding that this will allow the 
company to better understand the 
evolving needs of Chinese con­
sumers and tailor its products 
accordingly.

Between January and Septem­
ber, the total number of new con­
sumer products launched 
nationwide came in at 15.18 mil­
lion, representing a 13.1 percent 
year-on-year growth, according to 
data from the State Administra­
tion for Market Regulation.

The sheer size and growth 
potential of the Chinese market 
make it a highly attractive and 
strategic destination for any busi­
nesses looking to expand their 
global footprint, Chen said.

Moreover, the expo will signifi­
cantly enrich China’s supply-side 
and bring new development fron­
tiers for the country’s enterprises, 
said Wang Wei, senior research fel­
low at the Institute of Market Econo­
my, which is part of the 
Development Research Centerofthe 
State Council

The trade event brings together a 
vast array of premium global brands 
and service providers that will intro­
duce a wide range of cutting-edge 
products, technologies and services 
from around the world, Wang said.
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By ZHENG XIN

zhengxin@chinadaily.com.cn

By FAN IEIIEI

jimjeijei@chinadaily.com.cn

China Petroleum and Chemical 
Corp (Sinopec) has signed a 
15-year deal withTotalEnergies for 
2 million metric tons of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) annually from 
2028, which is expected to further 
bolster TotalEnergies’ foothold in 
China’s energy market and 
advance the country’s clean ener­
gy goals, industry experts said.

Sinopec signed the LNG sales 
agreement with TotalEnergies on 
Monday, under which TotalEnergies 
will supply approximately 2 million 
tons of LNG per year to Sinopec for 
15 years starting in 2028.

The agreement with Sinopec, one 
of the leading LNG players in the 
country, is part of the company’s 
strategy to grow its LNG business 
and strengthen its long-term posi­
tion in the LNG market in China, 
said TotalEnergies.

This agreement comes within the 
strategic cooperation agreement 
signed earlier this year between the 
two companies, it said.

An analyst said the sales agree­
ment between TotalEnergies and Sin­
opec wall help the latter better cement 
its presence in China, the world’s larg­
est LNG importer and a key player in 
global energy transition.

This agreement not only 
enhances TotalEnergies’ long­
term revenue stability in Asia but 
also positions it as a competitive 
force in a region with increasing 
demand for cleaner energy alter­
natives, said Lin Boqiang, head of 
the China Institute for Studies in 
Energy Policy at Xiamen Univer­
sity.

For China, LNG plays a crucial 
role in balancing renewable ener­
gy’s intermittency and replacing 
coal in power generation, thereby 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
This collaboration with Sinopec 
underscores TotalEnergies’ strategic 
pivot toward environmentally sus­
tainable energy solutions, advanc­
ing its global energy portfolio while 
supporting China’s energy transi­
tion efforts, he said.

In China, natural gas is a key com­
ponent of the energy transition as it 
mitigates the intermittency of rap­
idly growing renewable energies 
and helps reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions when it replaces coal in 
electricity production.

Sinopec sees TotalEnergies as a 
crucial partner in the company’s 
natural gas strategy and this agree­
ment wall further strengthen their 
strategic cooperation in the gas sec­
tor, said Niu Shuanwen, vice-presi­
dent of Sinopec.

This agreement further strength­
ens cooperation between the two 
companies in natural gas. Natural 
gas is an important enabler for real­
izing China’s energy transition and 
dual carbon goals, Niu said.

I?

Value of State-owned 
assets stable
The value of China’s State-owned 
assets remained stable last year-, 
official data showed on Tuesday. 
The assets of State-owned enter­
prises totaled 371.9 trillion yuan 
($52.37 trillion) at the end of 2023, 
according to a State Council 
report . The assets of financial 
SOEs stood at 445.1 trillion yuan at 
the end of last year, and State- 
ow'ned assets in administrative 
departments and public institu­
tions came in at 64.2 trillion yuan.

a

Execs at ongoing import emporium 
bullish on China’s spending power
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HK$2
trillion
total market value of Hong
Kong’s stock exchange, which 
is home to over 1,400 listed 
mainland companies



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/21/2024 4:36:30 PM
GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY8 Wednesday, November 6,2024

BUSINESSFOCUS
China at center of
our business, says
StanChart Group CEO
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Employees work on a Volkswagen smart production line in Hefei, Anhui province, in September, chen zhuo / for china daily

Graded policy steps boosting
foreign investor confidence
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still needs to be greater fiscal sup­
port from the central government to
rehabilitate the property sector.

jection in July. Emerging and devel­
oping Asia, meanwhile, is expected 
to grow 5.3 percent.

“Emerging markets in Asia are 
pulling their weight much more 
than advanced economies,” as 
advanced economies are still seeing 
interest rate tightening and weak 
domestic demand, Srinivasan said. 

The IMF official noted that going 
forward, the region also will have to 
confront the risks of geoeconomic 
fragmentation, impact of artificial 
intelligence, impact of climate 
change and so on. The impact of 
geoeconomic fragmentation on Asia 
is particularly concerning, he said.

According to IMF estimates, 
there were roughly 1,000 trade 
restrictive measures in 2019, but 
in 2023, the number had surged 
to 3,000. “A lot of trade distorting 
measures are happening, which is 
leading to greater fragmentation,”

Noting that many of the measures 
recently announced by Chinese 
authorities are consistent with 
IMF’s suggestions in the Article IV 
report, Srinivasan said that there

BEIJING — Foreign investors are 
becoming increasingly bullish on 
the Chinese market, bolstered by 
the country’s recent incremental 
policies aimed at vitalizing growth 
momentum.

UBS Investment Bank has raised 
its China 2024 growth forecast to 
4.8 percent from 4.6 percent, while 
Goldman Sachs has lifted China’s 
GDP growth prediction this year 
from 4.7 percent to 4.9 percent.

The uplift is mostly due to Chi­
na’s third-quarter year-on-year 
GDP growth of 4.6 percent, slightly 
above market expectations of 4.4 
percent, and the series of support 
policies the government recently 
launched, said UBS economist 
Wang Tao.

Economists at Goldman Sachs 
noted that the latest round of Chi­
na’s incremental policies clearly 
indicates that policymakers have 
made a turn on cyclical policy man­
agement and increased their focus 
on the economy.

So far this year, multiple interna­
tional institutions, including the 
World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, have raised their 
forecast for China’s economic

\
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ways to reduce these trade 
restrictions.

The IMF official said the Asia-Pa­
cific Economic Cooperation pro­
vides a very good forum for such 
kind of dialogue, as this is a group of 
21 economies that account for a 
large part of global trade.

“So it provides an economic 
forum, a forum for dialogue 
between countries on how to allevi­
ate these trade frictions and how to 
embrace, or how to continue with 
multilateralism,” he said.

The latest WEO report showed 
that the Chinese economy is expect­
ed to grow by 4.8 percent this year, 
down by 0.2 percentage point from 
the previous projection.

Looking ahead, better than 
expected third quarter GDP data, 
combined with recently announced 
policy support, mean that “risks are 
broadly balanced”, he said.

WASHINGTON - Asia, which is 
contributing 60 percent to global 
growth, is clearly the powerhouse of 
the global economy, said Krishna 
Srinivasan, director of the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund’s Asia and 
Pacific Department

“This is the most dynamic region 
of the world. It has a huge amount of 
labor force. A lot of that is also 
skilled labor force. It’s a region that 
is highly integrated into global sup­
ply chains. And lastly, it’s a region 
which has seen a huge increase in 
productivity growth,” Srinivasan 
told Xinhua in an interview 
recently.

“For these three reasons, this 
region is contributing a lot more 
than other regions,” he said.

In its latest World Economic Out­
look report, the IMF has maintained 
its global growth forecast for 2024at 
3.2 percent, consistent with its pro­

growth for 2024.
In the face of mounting challen­

ges at home and abroad, China’s 
GDP grew 4.8 percent year-on-year 
in the first three quarters of this 
year. The country has set a target of 
economic growth at around 5 per­
cent for this year.

To beef up the economy in 
response to looming challenges, 
Chinese authorities have unveiled a 
broader than expected policy pack­
age since late September, which 
focused on enhancing countercy­
clical adjustments, expanding 
effective domestic demand, sup­
porting business operations, pro­
moting the recovery of the property 
market, and invigorating capital 
markets.

Aside from these pro-growth pol­
icies, Chinese policymakers have 
continued to improve investment 
facilitation, create a favorable 
investment environment, promote 
high-level financial opening-up to 
the outside world, and actively sup­
port foreign investors in participat­
ing in the Chinese capital market 

Alan Ho, co-senior country offi­
cer for China at JP Morgan, said 
that the pace of China’s financial

Earlier this year, at the China 
Development Forum, Winters spoke 
about Standard Chartered’s confi­
dence in the opening-up of China’s 
capital markets, describing the pro­
cess as careful and thoughtful.

Standard Chartered was one of 
the first foreign banks to locally 
incorporate in China in 2007. Since 
then, it has gained a domestic fund 
custody license, participated in the 
Bond Connect Scheme between the 
Chinese mainland and Hong Kong, 
and joined the Wealth Management 
Connect Pilot Scheme in the Guang- 
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 
Bay Area. It has also been designat­
ed as one of the quoting banks for 
the loan prime rate by the Chinese 
central bank.

Winters praised die significant 
growth in RMB usage in trade, 
emphasizing diat it is well on its way 
to becoming a truly global currency. 

As a foreign bank operating in 
the cross-border interbank pay­
ment system both on the Chinese 
mainland and offshore in Hong 
Kong, Standard Chartered plays a 
leading role in advancing RMB 
internationalization, according to 
Winters.

Winters attended the Swift Inter­
national Banker’s Operation Semi­
nar 2024 in Beijing from Oct 21 to 
24, marking the first time the event 
was hosted on the Chinese main­
land. He described the experience as 
“fantastic”

“China is at the heart of the sys­
tem of global trade and cross-border 
payments. So the opportunity to be 
here looking at the global payments 
infrastructure and do that through 
the lens of a Chinese market and 
Chinese perspective is a special 
opportunity for us and could not be 
more timely,” Winters said.

BEIJING — China remains a key 
focus for Standard Chartered Bank 
and the group’s overall commit­
ment to the country' has only 
increased, said Bill Winters, group 
CEO of tiie banking corporation, in 
a recent interview with Xinhua 
News Agency.

“We are constantly evolving our 
business in China, and we are look­
ing at where our role as a connector 
can be most effective and most help­
ful. As trade patterns change, the 
Chinese population becomes 
wealthy, and the needs of our clients 
in China continue to evolve. As 
national priorities change, we 
adjust our business model,” Winters 
added.

He noted that this adjustment 
sometimes means expanding opera­
tions in new locations or scaling 
back certain services, but empha­
sized that the bank’s overall com­
mitment to China remains stronger 
than ever.

One of the bank’s key growth are­
as lias been supporting Chinese 
manufacturers, such as electric 
vehicle and battery makers, as they 
expand overseas, Winters said, not­
ing that Standard Chartered has 
played a critical role by providing 
financing, currency hedging and 
other essential services to these 
companies.

As an international bank with 
operations across all ASEAN coun­
tries, most South Asian nations, and 
major economies in the Middle East 
and Africa, Standard Chartered is 
well-positioned to support Chinese 
companies in navigating any transi­
tion, Winters said. ‘We have done 
that, and it’s been a material source 
of growth for our business. We’ll 
continue to help Chinese companies 
in every way that we can.”

According to the business leader, 
Standard Chartered’s operations in 
China are benefiting from the coun­
try’s economic recovery, the open- 
ing-up of tiie country’s capital 
markets, and tiie internationaliza­
tion of the renminbi.

Winters noted that recent policy 
measures introduced by Chinese 
authorities have been highly effec­
tive in reducing financing costs, 
especially in the property sector. 

“The policy had the desired effect 
of changing the sentiment around, 
both within consumers and inves­
tors in China. So we saw the reaction 
in tiie equity markets, which 
unproved very substantially” he 
said, adding that a strong and con­
tributing China is crucial for global 
growth.

rently, 24 global systemically 
important banks have a presence in 
China.

Industry insiders believe that 
foreign investors’ active buy-in of 
Chinese assets shows their opti­
mism in China’s continuous open- 
ing-up measures and policy 
support in the capital market.

During the World Bank’s 110th 
meeting of the Development Com­
mittee on Oct 25 in Washington DC, 
Vice-Minister of Finance Liao Min 
pledged that China will intensify 
countercyclical adjustments of fis­
cal policy.

A series of strong measures will 
be implemented to resolve local 
government debt risks, stabilize 
the real estate market, increase 
the income of key groups, enhance 
people’s livelihoods, and drive 
equipment upgrades and trade-in 
deals for consumer goods, Liao 
said.

By leveraging government 
spending to stimulate social invest­
ment and consumption, effective 
demand will be increased, he said, 
noting that China is confident in 
achieving the annual economic 
growth target, and will continue to 
inject impetus into global econom­
ic growth.

Standard Chartered's booth during a supply chain expo in Beijing in 
December 2023. su weizhong / for china daily

Bill Winters, group CEO at
Standard Chartered Bank

Key banks raise nation’s GDP growth 
forecast for 2024 on back of Q3 uptick

Srinivasan said.
“In a region like Asia, which has 

benefited the most from regional 
integration and integration of sup­
ply chains, any kind of fragmenta­
tion means that Asia risks losing the 
most,” he continued.

The IMF official noted that there 
is redistribution of trade — for 
example, Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations economies have ben­
efited in some targeted sectors 
because of US-China trade tensions. 

However, “over the long term, 
everybody loses, because tiie dyna­
mism of the global economy 
declines, global output declines”, he 
said.

Noting that IMF research shows 
that for every trade restriction, 
whether it’s a tariff or non-tariff bar­
rier, there’s a 74 percent probability 
that countries will retaliate, Sriniv­
asan urged policymakers to focus on

Krishna Srinivasan (left), director of the International Monetary 
Fund’s Asia and Pacific Department, attends a media conference in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, in May 2023. gayan sameera / xinhua
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The policy had the 
desired effect of 
changing the 
sentiment around, 
both within
consumers and 
investors in China.”
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market opening-up had accelerat­
ed in recent years.

For example, foreign ownership 
restrictions in local securities, 
funds and futures companies have 
been lifted and financial markets’ 
connectivity mechanisms have 
been maturing more quickly than 
expected, which have brought 
broader development opportuni­
ties to foreign financial institu­
tions, Ho said.

Data from the State Administra­
tion of Foreign Exchange showed 
that foreign holdings of domestic 
renminbi bonds have so far exceed­
ed $640 billion, reaching a historic 
high.

Net foreign investment in 
domestic bonds surpassed $80 
billion in the first three quarters, 
while foreign investment in Chi­
nese equities saw notable 
improvement.

Foreign central banks and com­
mercial banks are the biggest 
investors in domestic renminbi 
bonds, as they allocate a higher 
proportion of investment in medi­
um and long-term bonds such as 
treasury bonds and policy bank 
bonds, according to the foreign 
exchange regulator.

The growing foreign holdings 
have reflected global investor confi­
dence in the Chinese market. Cur-
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Hybrid rice project showcases China-Brunei bond

11

4

DPRK slams joint air drill by US, ROK and Japan
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By JAN YUMUL in Hong Kong 

jan @chinadailyapac.com

Chin said that Brunei “lias built 
very deep relations with China” in 
the past few years.

Brunei established diplomatic 
relations with China in 1991 and 
elevated the ties to a strategic coop­
erative relationship in 2013.

Economic ties have strengthened 
in the succeeding years.

The establishment of the Brunei- 
Guangxi Economic Corridor in 
2014 lias driven Chinese companies 
to invest in various Brunei indus­
tries including food processing, 
pharmaceuticals and logistics.

Brunei also regularly joins trade 
events such as the annual China- 
ASEAN Expo and the China Inter­
national Travel Mart.

In 2017, Brunei’s state-owned 
Darussalam Assets partnered with 
China’s Guangxi Beibu Gulf Inter­
national Port Group to operate 
Muara Port, Brunei’s biggest con­
tainer terminal.

SEOUL — A senior official of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea lashed out at the United 
States, the Republic of Korea and 
Japan for conducting a joint air drill 
as a “counteraction” and “warning” 
to the latest strategic weapon test by 
the DPRK, insisting the country will 
stick to its policy of bolstering the 
self-defensive nuclear deterrent, 
state media reported on Tuesday.

In a Monday media statement car­
ried by the official Korean Central 
News Agency, or KCNA, Kim Yo-jong, 
vice-department director of the Cen­
tral Committee of the Workers’ Party 

ulating an all-out nuclear war on the 
Korean Peninsula, as well as record­
breaking deplojonent of US nuclear 
strategic assets to the peninsula, 
saying the drastically increased 
number of war rehearsals has posed 
a serious threat to the country and 
regional peace and security.

The statement stressed that the 
DPRK will never vacillate in pursuit 
of its policy line of bolstering the 
self-defensive nuclear deterrent, 
calling it “the most correct, one and 
only choice under the current situa­
tion”, the KCNA reported.

The ROK’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Xiao Jianguo said the project will 
contribute significantly to the 
growth of Brunei’s rice industry 
and food security, Xinhua News 
Agency reported.

Mustafa Izzuddin, a senior inter­
national affairs analyst with Solaris 
Strategies Singapore, said that Chi­
na considers Brunei an important 
partner, not only as a founding 
member of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations but also 
for its vast oil and gas sector, which 
is integral to the China-proposed 
Belt and Road Initiative.

Brunei is keen on Chinese invest­
ment, Mustafa said, adding that it 
is focusing on diversifying its econ­
omy long dominated by the oil and 
gas industry.

Mustafa said the hybrid rice 
project aligns with Brunei’s plans 
as outlined in Wawasan Brunei 
2035 (Brunei Vision 2035). 

Introduced in 2007, Wawasan

of Korea, condemned the trilateral 
exercises on Sunday involving US 
strategic bomber B-1B as “another 
outright action-based explanation of 
the most hostile and dangerous 
aggressive nature” of the enemy for­
ces toward the DPRK and “another 
absolute proof of the validity and 
urgency” of the country’s policy line 
of building up its nuclear' forces.

The statement also mentioned 
previous military drills like Free­
dom Edge, the first multi-domain 
joint military exercises between the 
US, Japan and the ROK, and Iron 
Mace, a nuclear operation drill sim­

By PRIME SARMIENTO 

in Hong Kong 

prime@chinadailyapac.com

said that the ROK, the US and Japan 
held a joint air drill involving the US 
strategic bomber on Sunday, in 
response to the DPRKs test launch 
of an intercontinental ballistic mis­
sile on Oct 31.

Pyongyang fired several short- 
range ballistic missiles early Tuesday, 
Seoul’s military said. The ROK’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said it detected the 
launch of the missiles at around 7:30 
am into waters east of the Korean 
Peninsula. The DPRK has so for made 
no response to the development

Promoting partnerships, coalitions helps 
realize development goals, forum hears

Brunei 2035 is a long-term develop­
ment plan that aims to reduce the 
economy’s dependence on the 
petroleum industry.

Attracting more foreign direct 
investment is key to attaining Bru­
nei’s ambition and this is where 
Chinese investments have played a 
huge role.

As a small nation with a popula­
tion of just over 450,000, Brunei is 
not on most investors’ radars but it 
is also one of the wealthiest coun­
tries in Asia.

The World Bank classifies Bru­
nei as a high-income economy, 
with GDP per capita over $33,000 
in 2023.

“Brunei has an important place 
in ASEAN, not only because it is the 
original member, but more impor­
tantly, it is a very rich country:’ said 
James Chin, a professor of Asian 
Studies at the University of Tasma­
nia in Australia.

Israel’s disregard of international 
law, with its ban of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East, would only further endanger 
the country, the World Health 
Organization warned on Monday. 

“There is simply no alternative to 
UNRWA,” WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus wrote on X, 
echoing an earlier plea by UN Secre­
tary-General Antonio Guterres.

The ban “will not make Israel 
safer” Tedros wrote. “It will only 
deepen the suffering of the people 
of Gaza and increase the risk of 
disease outbreaks and other 
health issues.”

The remarks came after Jacob 
Blitshtein, director-general of the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry, notified 
Guterres that Israel was with­
drawing from the agreement regu­
lating UNRWA operations in 
Israel, Gaza and the West Bank, 
citing the organization’s “involve­
ment in terrorism”

Last week, the Israeli parliament 
passed a bill banning UNRWA, 
which will go into effect after a 
three-month period.

Relations between Israel and the 
United Nations have turned 
increasingly sour after Hamas-led 
militants attacked Israel on Oct 7 
last year, killing some 1,200 people 
and taking 251 hostages back to

Gaza, according to Israeli tallies.
Israel’s retaliatory campaign has 

killed 43,391 people in Gaza, most 
of them civilians, according to 
Gaza health ministry figures.

Israel’s military issued new 
evacuation orders in northern 
Gaza on Tuesday after carrying 
out strikes across the enclave, 
which Palestinian media and 
medics said had killed at least 30 
people.

Last week, Francesca Albanese, 
the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
human rights situation in the West 
Bank and Gaza, said the Israeli vio­
lence was not happening in a vacu­
um “but is part of a long-term 
intentional, systematic and state-or­
ganized forced displacement, 
intended to erase the Palestinians 
from their own land and allow Israel 
to fully annex Palestinian territory’: 

The plans are now expanding to 
Lebanon, she added.

ensure access to housing, face the 
climate emergencies, be able to 
transform our financial ecosystem 
and place our communities at the 
heart of a peaceful, safe and sustain­
able future for all,” he said.

Anaclaudia Rossbach, executive 
director of the United Nations 
Human Settlements Programme, or 
UN-Habitat, said the Pact of the 
Future recognizes the importance of 
the New Urban Agenda, housing 
and cities, and the relevance of local 
and regional governments.

Brunei has been keen to attract 
Chinese investment and strength­
en bilateral cooperation, which is 
in line with the country’s thrust to 
diversify its economy, analysts say. 

On Oct 26, the two countries 
launched a hybrid rice senior 
expert consultant project in the 
capital city of Bandar Seri Begawan 
to promote hybrid rice technology 
in Brunei.

Under this agricultural coopera­
tion, experts from China’s Yuan 
Longping High-Tech Agriculture 
Company, Hunan Hybrid Rice 
Research Center and Hunan Agri­
cultural University held a series of 
lectures on hybrid rice breeding, 
pest and disease management, soil 
improvement and rice fertilization. 

Chinese Ambassador to Brunei

CHINA

Presidents of Italy, 
Indonesia to pay visit 
Italian President Sergio Matta- 
rellaand Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto will pay 
respective state visits to China 
later this week. Mattarella’s six- 
day tour, starting from Thursday, 
comes less than four months aft­
er Italian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni’s visit to the country in 
July. Starting on Friday, the Indo­
nesian leader will pay a three- 
day state visit to China, his first 
overseas trip since taking office 
in October. Tire visit will be Prab­
owo’s second trip to China with­
in the year-. He also chose China 
as the first destination for his 
overseas trip in April after win­
ning the presidential election.

INDONESIA

Govt to evacuate
16,000 near volcano 
Hie Indonesian government 
aims to evacuate at least 16,000 
residents from villages around 
the active Mount Lewotobi Laki- 
laki volcano that erupted and 
killed nine people and damaged 
thousands of houses, a local offi­
cial said on Tuesday. Mount 
Lewotobi Laki-laki, located on 
Flores Island in East Nusa Teng- 
gara Province, erupted on Sun­
day night, followed by a smaller 
eruption on Monday night. It 
erupted again on Tuesday, shoot­
ing ash a kilometer into the sky, 
according to AFP. The local gov­
ernment has declared a state of 
emergency for the next 58 days, 
meaning the central govern­
ment could help provide aid to 
the residents.
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Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi (right) and Anaclaudia 
Rossbach, the executive director of UN-Habitat, speak during the 
opening ceremony of the 12th World Urban Forum, in Cairo, Egypt, 
on Monday, sayed hassan / getty images

wouldn’t have the legal basis to 
emerge as a new nation-state.

“A few' generations later, Israeli 
leaders having this arrogant atti­
tude toward the UN means they 
are dismantling the few bases of 
the few elements of international 
legitimacy that they used to claim 
to have,” he said.

Such an attitude would only 
deepen its isolation on the global 
stage, he added.

Meanwhile, Malaysian Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim said on 
Monday his country' has prepared a 
draft resolution for the UN General 
Assembly, which proposes the 
removal of Israel’s UN member­
ship, “should there be a violation of 
laws, rules and decisions in issues 
involving Palestine” the Anadolu 
news agency reported.

Imran described the move as “a 
very logical development because 
Malaysia (and) many countries of 
the Global South have growm frus­
trated with Israel’s disrespect of 
international law and disregard for 
international resolutions and UN 
agencies”

The initiative by Amvar “reflects 
this realization that no one should 
be entitled and above international 
law'’; he said.

“No country should have the 
freedom to violate international 
resolutions and laws without con­
sequences.”

Israeli curbs
Some independent UN experts 

have complained about Israeli 
restrictions when conducting a 
probe into Israel’s actions in Gaza, 
particularly its attack on medical 
facilities and medical workers, as 
well as children and women.

Muslim Imran, director of the 
Asia Middle East Center for 
Research and Dialogue in Malaysia, 
said, “Without the UN partition 
plan and the support Israel got in 
the UN, the w'hole state of Israel

&

People-centered cities
The pact, she said, also addresses 

the challenges and opportunities 
related to digitalization and technol­
ogy' w'hich is closely connected with 
UN-Habitat’s efforts in promoting 
people-centered smart cities.

“The outcomes of this session of 
WUF, including the Cairo Call to 
Action, wall no doubt convey a strong 
unified message from urban stake­
holders for local action,” she said.

Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi, president of 
Egypt, said this year’s World Urban 
Forum convenes at a critical time, as 
the w'orld is grappling with succes­
sive global crises, including devastat­
ing wars and their catastrophic 
repercussions for cities and urban 
communities.

“This requires the mobilization of 
efforts and the exercise of political 
will to establish peace, terminate 
conflicts and prioritize develop­
ment, reconstruction and rebuild­
ing,” he said.

He said the conflicts raging in the 
Middle East, primarily in the Gaza 
Strip and Lebanon, serve as a stark 
reminder of the exorbitant losses that 
nations incur as a result of opting for 
conflict over peace and stability.

Similar sentiments were shared by 
Mahmoud Abbas, president of Pales­
tine, who called for the international 
community to help in ending the 
ongoing killings in the Gaza Strip 
that have not only afflicted people 
but also destroyed urban infrastruc­
ture and hindered the implementa­
tion of the urban development 
agenda.

“The rules of safety and security 
wall open ground toward implement­
ing sustainable urban development 
in Palestine which is in consensus 
with the objective of the UN,” he said.
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A Palestinian man rests in front of the ruins of his house, which was destroyed in an Israeli military
offensive, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, on Monday, mohammed salem / Reuters
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UNITED KINGDOM 

University tuition 
fees to be raised 
Britain’s Labour government said 
on Monday that university tui­
tion fees in England would be 
raised for the first time in eight 
years, as higher education insti­
tutions grapple with yawning 
financial deficits. The 3.1 percent 
rise comes as university leaders 
blame a crackdown on immigra­
tion for restricting international 
student numbers that were 
already hit by the UK’s departure 
from the European Union. Edu­
cation Secretary Bridget Phillip- 
son said a cap on tuition fees for 
domestic undergraduate stu­
dents attending English universi­
ties would increase to 9,535 
pounds ($12,380) in August 2025.

Leaders and experts have called 
for localization of the New Urban 
Agenda, a crucial agreement for sus­
tainable urban development 
endorsed by the United Nations, in 
addressing the urban development 
challenges as well as achieving the 
UN Sustainable Development 
Goals, or SDGs.

The leaders, who spoke at the 12th 
World Urban Forum, or WUF, that 
opened in Egypt’s capital Cairo on 
Monday, said localizing the SDGs, 
promoting partnerships and coali­
tions as well as catalyzing actions 
will help in realizing development 
targets.

The New Urban Agenda, 
endorsed by the United Nations 
General Assembly in December 
2016, provides the road map for sus­
tainable urban development in cit­
ies globally.

Antonio Guterres, the United 
Nations secretary-general, said real 
progress begins at the local level, in 
the communities and people’s lives, 
adding that local and regional 
authorities are the crucial part of the 
answers on many issues at all levels. 

In a video address, Guterres said 
the newly adopted Pact for the 
Future will accelerate SDGs as well 
as address inequality.

The pact, he said, calls for ensur­
ing adequate, safe and affordable 
housing for all and supporting 
developing countries to plan and 
implement just, safe, healthy, acces­
sible, resilient and sustainable cities. 

“I invite you to seek innovations 
and inspiration and take them back 
to your communities and help to 
develop infrastructure and public 
services for all. Local actions are the 
building blocks for future green, just 
and resilient cities,” he said.

Similar sentiments were shared 
by Jan van Zanen, mayor of The 
Hague, the Netherlands, who said 
that local and regional governments 
are crucial for achieving the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Develop­
ment, noting that they lead the way 
to protect lives and livelihoods, pro­
vide services, guarantee access to 
housing, and place people first. 

“Only through localization will we 
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California votes on tougher retail theft penalties
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Philadelphia County board of elections staff process mail-in ballots at the ballot counting election
warehouse on the outskirts of Philadelphia on Tuesday, ed jones /afp

By LIA ZHU in San Francisco

liazhu@chinadailyusa.com

By CHANG JUN in San Francisco 

junechang@chinadailyusa.com

Among the 10 statewide proposi­
tions Californians will vote on Tues­
day, Proposition 36 would increase 
penalties for theft and drug offenses. 

The highly publicized proposition, 
also known as The Homeless, Drag 
Addiction and Theft Reduction Act, 
was put on Tuesday's ballot through 
a petition signed by members of the 
public. It aims to fix a loophole in a 
controversial 2014 law.

If passed, it would allow felony 
charges for the possession of certain 
drugs and for thefts under $950 in 
which the defendant has two prior 
drug or theft convictions.

Prop 36 also would make fentanyl 
possession a felony and require those 
who have multiple drug charges to 
seek treatment or go to jail

The measure is endorsed by the 
California Chamber of Commerce 
and major retailers such as Walmart, 
Target and Home Depot.

A recent poll by the Public Policy 
Institute of California found 71 per­
cent of likely voters said they would 
vote yes on Prop 36.

Voters rejected a similar initiative 
in 2020, but this time around, there 
is a bipartisan coalition backing

Agencies contributed to this
story.

yes to Proposition 36.”
In 2014, California passed Propo­

sition 47, which downgraded many 
theft and drug felonies to misde­
meanors and made die shoplifting 
of merchandise worth $950 or less a 
misdemeanor.

The intent of Proposition 47was to 
reduce the number of prison inmates 
and reform die judicial system. Ithas 
resulted, however, in a surge in crime 
since its enactment. Retailers, high- 
end shopping malls, restaurants and 
small-business owners have been 
victimized by thefts, looting and 
sometimes armed robberies.

According to the California Depart- 
ment of Justice, reported retail 
crimes in 2023 reached 213,000, 
the highest level in 20 years, which 
prompted a cluster of permanent 
store closures and the departure of 
businesses from the Golden State.

On Oct 30, after the Los Angeles 
Dodgers defeated the New1 York Yan­
kees in baseball’s World Series, the 
celebration turned rowdy in LA, with 
a city bus being burned, stores looted 
and fireworks thrown, NBC News 
reported.

In June 2023, Westfield decided 
to pull out of San Francisco, citing 
“rampant criminal activities” in the 
area. It also urged the city to address 

the safety issue.
“I was so infuriated and also heart­

broken when Westfield announced 
they would close their San Francisco 
Center,” said Yang Zhang, who was a 
frequent patron. “It was there for 20 
years, already an icon, and was one 
major reason that I love San Fran­
cisco. Now it’s gone.”

Genald Pennu, a Democrat, said 
she already has voted yes on Propo­
sition 36, against her own party’s 
recommendation. Having her vehi­
cle’s window smashed twice when 
she visited San Francisco and all her 
belongings in the truck stolen, Pen­
nu said “enough is enough. Look 
at our desolate streets, boarded-up 
stores, how ridiculous the whole 
force is!

“Let’s see how our voices will help 
those politicians in Sacramento 
regain their somber mind,” she said. 

Alok Gupta, an Alameda resident 
who runs a boutique jewelry shop, 
said his store has been robbed three 
times in two years. “Finally, we see 
the light at the end of the tunnel,” he 
said. “It came to the point that the 
law enforcement would not even 
bother to send police officers here.”

The prospect of cooperation 
has gained momentum following 
China’s historic Chang’e 6 mission 
in June, which became the first to 
retrieve rock and soil samples from 
the far side of the moon.

That achievement has sparked 
discussions about potential scien­
tific collaboration, as the samples 
could help researchers understand 
how to exploit lunar resources for 
future long-term space missions. 

NASA officials are currently in 
talks with their Chinese counter­
parts about allowing US scien­
tists to analyze the lunar samples 
retrieved by Chang’e 6, according 
to a Reuters report citing NASA 
Administrator Bill Nelson.

“China’s unprecedented success 
in retrieving lunar samples from 
the far side of the moon has offered 
the country a valuable opportunity 
to welcome scientists, regardless 
of their nationalities, to jointly 

study these samples,” Mei Gech- 
lik, founder and CEO of Sinotalks, 
a Silicon Valley-based think tank 
and consultancy, told China Daily. 

“Whoever wins the US presi­
dential election should welcome 
this opportunity to allow US sci­
entists’ participation in the studies 
of these lunar samples. Scientific 
discoveries from these joint stud­
ies will not only break new ground 
in science but also help demolish 
barriers in geopolitics,” she said.

Chinese officials offered the 
material to the world’s scientists 
for study, however, the so-called 
Wolf amendment, a bill introduced 
by former US representative Frank 
Wolf in 2011, bars bilateral collabo­
ration between NASA and Chinese 
space organizations.

The law, designed to prevent 
China from accessing American 
space technology, has drawn criti­
cism from experts who believe it 

she voted for Harris, told China Daily. 
“Women’s rights are a top priority. 
It feels important to vote in a swing 
county. Glad I’m here.

“Part of the intention and goal of 
the creation of our country is abso­
lutely peaceful transition. Everyone 
lias tiie light to vote, to have this kind 
of — one person, one vote — that we 
follow the wil1 of the people. If we can 
do that peacefully and with common 
decency, that would be what I’m look­
ing for from our country!’ she said. 

“Four years ago showed us some 
concerning things, and there’s cer­
tainly been rhetoric ... but I will 
remain hopeful in the core goodness 
of people,” Mill said.

“Anxious, nervous — that it could 
go the wrong way?’ said a 64-year-old 
resident of Doylestown, who identi­
fied himself only as Bill. “I’ve never 
seen our country in this state, ever. 
The division started eight or 12 years 
ago, and now this is where we’re at 

“I don’t know what’s going on. The 
state of our country is insane,” said 
Bill, who runs a fence company.

where NASA could enlist aid from 
China is the current crisis involv­
ing two NASA astronauts stranded 
aboard the International Space 
Station following technical issues 
with Boeing’s Starliner spacecraft. 

The astronauts, who launched 
on June 5 as part of NASA’s Boeing 
Crew Flight Test, have seen their 
original eight-day mission extend­
ed by months. They are not expect­
ed to return to earth until late Feb­
ruary 2025.

Another critical area for poten­
tial collaboration is addressing the 
growing challenge of space debris, 
which poses significant risks to 
both manned missions and sat­
ellites, according to French. He 
suggested this area should allow 
the two countries to “fashion an 
agenda of deep cooperation more 
easily”.

Gechlik proposed standardizing 
lunar time as another potential 

By YTFAN XU in Washington

yifa.nxu@chinadailyusa.com

has failed to achieve its intended 
goals while hampering scientific 
exchange.

Makena Young, an aerospace­
security expert at the Center for 
Strategic and International Stud­
ies, wrote in a 2019 review of the 
impact of the amendment that the 
restrictions “only serve to stifle 
mutually beneficial cooperation for 
science and exploration”.

“There has never been a better 
time to reconsider this ill-con­
ceived restriction,” wrote Howard 
W. French, a global affairs writer 
and columnist at Foreign Policy, 
in a recent article. He views joint 
space research as “one of the most 
powerful avenues for serious, high- 
level cooperation” between the 
two nations, an opportunity that 
remains unexplored.

French identified a few areas 
where US-China collaboration 
could prove crucial. One area 

area for collaboration. “The cur­
rent lack of a standard lunar time 
makes it difficult to accurately 
position and navigate mul­
tiple lunar operations occurring 
simultaneously, putting everyone 
involved in the operations at risk,” 
she explained.

Progress is already visible in joint 
studies of the moon rock samples. 
According to Reuters, roughly four 
US universities have applied for 
access to the Chang’e 6 samples. 
Some of them are believed to have 
been accepted through the science 
review phase of China’s application 
process, Clive Neal, a University 
of Notre Dame professor who has 
been involved in efforts to gain 
access to the samples, told Reuters. 

“Scientific discoveries from these 
joint studies will not only break 
new ground in science but also 
help demolish barriers in geopoli­
tics,” said Gechlik.

He said he cares most about the 
stability of the border, abortion, and 
inflation issues, and said he voted 
for TYump.

“When he was president before, 
there were no wars — plenty of low- 
cost gas, low cost of food bills. The 
other day I went to the supermar­
ket, and it was insane. I can’t believe 
how high they are,” he said of grocery 
prices. “I would rather see a peaceful 
[transition] if Donald TYump wins, 
and we’ll see if it’s peaceful.”

“I’m worried, I’m worried about 
what’s going to happen starting 
tomorrow. I haven’t slept for days. 
I’m so scared for this world,” said 
ftitricia, TO, who said she was voting 
for Harris.

Voters are divided on the abortion 
issue. The US Supreme Court in 2022 
overturned the 1973 Roe vs Wade 
ruling, which established a constitu­
tional right to abortion. The court’s 
decision left the decision up to the 
individual states.

Patricia, who said she has four 
daughters and six granddaughters, 

said women’s rights are her top 
priority.

‘1 won’t be here much longer, but 
my daughters and my granddaugh­
ters [will be]. I’m just worried about 
everybody I’ve never seen our coun­
try so divided, so it’s a little scary she 
said through tears.

Mary Ellen, a 65-year-old former 
teacher, said she voted for Thump. 

“I can’t ever vote for a country' that 
would espouse killing children in 
the womb for the convenience of the 
mother. I just think we have to protect 
our citizens who are in the womb,” 
she said.

“I don’t like that our country is 
changing right before our very eyes,” 
Ellen said. “The more candidates we 
can get here and listen to, the better 
we are.”

“Knowing that every vote counts, 
especially in Bucks County, and espe­
cially in Pennsylvania, makes me feel 
really good,” said Jane Cardinale, a 
66-year-old physician. “Well, regard­
less of who wins, we would like to 
avoid insurrection.” 

Despite tough rhetoric on China 
in the US presidential campaign, 
experts see space research as a 
unique opportunity for collabo­
ration between the world’s two 
largest space powers, potentially 
opening doors for what some call 
“moon diplomacy”.

The campaign has emphasized 
rivalry with China — with the Dem­
ocratic candidate, Vice-President 
Kamala Harris vowing to ensure 
that “America, not China, wins the 
competition for the 21st century” 
and Republican candidate, former 
president Donald Trump threaten­
ing increased tariffs on Chinese 
goods to 60 percent or higher.

Washington, however, continues 
to pursue space-related dialogue 
with Beijing, particularly regard­
ing Chinese lunar samples.

Exit polls showed voters in Penn­
sylvania on Tuesday desire a peaceful 
transition of presidential power.

Election volunteers prepared poll­
ing stations early on Election Day, 
before the 7 am opening across Bucks 
County, one of Pennsylvania’s swing 
counties.

The state was the destination 
numerous times by the Democratic 
candidate, Vice-President Kamala 
Harris, and former president Donald 
TYump, the Republican candidate.

Harris concluded her campaign 
25 miles away in Philadelphia, while 
Republican vice-presidential candi­
date J.D. Vance wrapped up in New­
town in Bucks County.

In the tightly contested 2020 presi­
dential election, Pennsylvania’s 20 
electoral votes proved decisive, ulti­
mately securing Joe Biden’s path to 
tiie White House, with the results not 
confirmed until the day after.

This time around, Pennsylvania 
has 19 electoral votes in the Elec­
toral College, but is still regarded as 
a battleground state by both major 
political parties.

The Tramp campaign filed a law­
suit in Bucks County over alleged vot­
er intimidation and long lines as vot­
ers gathered to request mail-in ballots 
on Oct 29, the last day for requests. 

Before the election results were 
announced, there were bipartisan 
calls for a peaceful transition of 
power.

Pennsylvania Attorney General 
Michelle Henry, along with attorneys 
general from the 49 other states, 
issued a joint statement condemning 
any violence related to tiie election 
outcome and urging a peaceful transi­
tion of presidential power.

That sentiment was shared by vot­
ers in Bucks County.

“I would say integrity is really 
important to me; character, honesty, 
how we treat other people, whether 
they agree with us or not,” Elish Mill, 
a 45-year-old social worker who said

Proposition 36, The Associated Press 
reported. More than 180 Democratic 
elected officials, including 64 may­
ors, signed onto a campaign support­
ing tiie initiative in September.

Opponents of Prop 36, who 
include Democratic Governor Gavin 
Newsom and Democratic legislative 
leaders, say it would take the state 
back to the policies of prosecuting 
a foiled war on drugs and locking 
up tens of thousands of people, who 
are mostly black and Hispanic, in 
overcrowded prisons.

“It’s hard for businesses and com­
munities who are really on the front 
line of it,” said Jennifer Barrera, presi­
dent of the California Chamber of 
Commerce. “I think that it will likely 
increase incarceration... but I do also 
hope and expect that it certainly wall 
have an impact on reducing crime.” 

For many, Proposition 36 serves as 
“a wake-up call for common sense” 
Peter Lam, a Democrat for 20 years 
who recently changed his party affili­
ation to Republican, told China Daily. 

“I can’t agree with serial poli­
cies Democrats have introduced 
in California — they are soft on 
criminals, lenient on habitual 
thefts and let go law offenders and 
murderers. We need to restore our 
faith in law and order by saying

ByMINGMEILI

in Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

mingmeili@chinadailyusa.com

2024 US Presidential Election.
Lin argued that “intense US com­

petition with China will likely con­
tinue,” and that some Chinese schol­
ars assess that “the China policies of 
a new TYump administration and a 
Harris administration will likely be 
strategically consistent’!

In economics and trade, a major 
area of potential differences identified 
by experts, Chinese experts expect 
continued but less dramatic increases 
in tariffs under a Harris administra­
tion than a new TYump administra­
tion, worrying that TYump would “sig­
nificantly ramp up trade disputes and 
economic competition against China’! 

Gupta said that trade and technol­
ogy are the greatest areas of continuity 
regarding China’s policy for the next 
administration.

“Tariffs will continue to be used to 
shield US manufacturing,” he said. 
“Export controls and technical deni­
als will continue to be enforced to try 
to maintain the US’ innovation edge 
over China.”

Two scholars with the Brook­
ings Institution, Michael David­
son and Margaret Pearson, said in 
their article titled “Where are the 
US and China on addressing climate 
change?” published two weeks ago, 
that climate change would be a key 
issue in the US-China relationship 
regardless of who wins the presiden­
tial election.

“Climate change remains one of tiie 
most active areas of US policy engage­
ment with China,” they said, men­
tioning that the climate relationship 
between the two countries requires 
them to find common ground in tech­
nology innovation, industrial policy 
and climate finance.

Douglas Paal, a scholar in the Asia 
Program at the Carnegie Endow­
ment for International Peace, said 
that Harris and TYump “will pretend 
to be tough” toward China because 
the two candidates “assume” that is 
what the times and public demand. 

“Washington is too ready to con­
sider things it can do to or against 
China without adequately weighing 
the costs and benefits to the Ameri­
can people,” he said.

Paal also said that the issue of 
US-China relations is not major in 
the election, but the outcome may 
have a substantial impact on those 
relations.

Voters work on their ballots at a polling place at the Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Library on Election Day, Tuesday in Simi Valley, 
California, chris pizzello/ap

Although tiie issue of the US-China 
relationship has not attracted as much 
attention as some US domestic issues 
in this presidential election, which 
candidate will be more likely to main­
tain the stability of bilateral relations 
is being closely watched by experts. 

“It is absolutely necessary to endow 
stability to US-China relations. The 
current stability in ties is of a recent 
nature and still rather fragile,” Sour- 
abh Gupta, a senior fellow at the 
Washington-based Institute for China- 
American Studies (ICAS), told China 
Daily.

Gupta said that “the biggest chal­
lenge in US-China relations, regard­
less of the election winner — either 
former president Donald TYump or 
Vice-President Kamala Harris —is to 
embed the relationship’s competitive 
dynamic within a steadying and stabi­
lizing strategic framew'ork’I

“The ‘old normal’ era of engage­
ment in US-China relations has 
drawn to a close. A ‘new normal’ is 
playing itself out, but unless the many 
dimensions of the relationship are 
placed in a leader-led and supervised 
strategic framework, ties could very 
easily veer dangerously into outright 
hostility and rivalry?’ he said. 

“Both sides must pay attention 
therefore to steadying and stabiliz­
ing their relationship... and this will 
require a great deal of high-level atten­
tion as well as much wider people-to- 
people-level exchanges.”

“The issue of US-China relations 
is somewhat less important in this 
election cycle,” Gupta said, adding 
that “the overwhelming domestic 
personality-based focus of this elec­
tion compared to a policy-based 
focus”, let alone a foreign policy­
based focus.

Bonny Lin, a senior fellow for 
Asian security and director of the 
China Power Project at the Center 
for Strategic and International Stud­
ies (CSIS) in Washington DC, said 
that tiie US policy toward China “is 
likely to maintain its broad contours 
under a Harris or a Trump adminis­
tration” in one of her commentaries 
published in September, which is 
part of a report from the CSIS Geo­
politics and Foreign Policy Depart­
ment titled The Global Impact of the 
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Experts: Foreign policy 
not top concern in US 
election but still a factor
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The central departments have 
recently vowed to improve the carbon 
emissions accounting system, which 
collects, monitors, processes and mana­
ges carbon emissions data. It involves 
hardware such as portable carbon 
emissions monitoring equipment and 
software such as satellite remote sens­
ing technology, carbon emissions fector 
databases, data management platforms 
and carbon emissions reporting sys­
tems. The infrastructure enables real­
time or periodic monitoring of carbon 
emissions in industries, transportation, 
construction, and other fields, as well 
as verification of the collected data. 

By establishing an accurate carbon

A total of 984 prospecting rights 
were transferred nationwide, including 
570 strategic mineral prospecting 
rights, in the first three quarters of this 
year, an increase of 218.4 percent year- 
on-year, according to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources. Improving the 
domestic strategic energy resource 
guarantee capability and ensuring 
energy security are the main reasons 
for the sharp increase.

The worldwide clean energy transi­
tion lias triggered a large demand for 
strategic minerals. Although the global 

strategic mineral output has 
grown rapidly, and lithium, 
cobalt and nickel are in over- 
supply, the trade volume has 
dropped significantly in recent 
years, and the stock prices of 
strategic mineral companies 
have fallen sharply, strategic 
minerals are still widely needed 
in the long run. By 2030, global 
lithium demand is projected to 
be seven times that of 2021, and 
China’s demand for strategic

tion. It has become an important sym­
bol of China’s high-level opening-up. 
With the help of the CIIE, China has 
demonstrated its commitment to pro­
moting reform and development 
through opening-up, leveraging the 
advantages of its superlarge market, 
and building an open economy. 

By participating in the CIIE, foreign 
enterprises have felt the pulse of Chi­
na’s economy, and sensed China’s will­
ingness to continuously promote high- 
standard opening-up. The CIIE lias 
proved to be an open platform through 
which multinational enterprises can 
enter China to do business. The CIIE 
makes clear China’s efforts to deepen 
reform, expand opening-up and create 
a market-oriented, law-based and 
transparent business environment 

From the introduction of the Foreign 
Investment Law to the full implemen­
tation of the management system of 
pre-establishment national treatment 
and a negative list from the establish­
ment of pilot free trade zones to the

he World Trade Organization’s dispute settlement body may not be the ideal mecha­
nism to approach to resolve trade disputes given its complicated and time-consum­
ing procedure. Yet China has filed a lawsuit with the mechanism against the 
European Union for imposing steep tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles on Oct

30 in order to demonstrate its commitment to resolve trade disputes through proper channels 
instead of taking tit-for-tat actions.

Although China has taken some countermeasures against imports from the EU, a tariff 
war is the last thing it wants, because the tariff war the United States launched against China 
in 2018 has hurt both sides. That’s why Beijing has intensified its efforts to push Brussels as 
well as individual EU member states to seek a mutually acceptable resolution to the trade 
dispute.

The European Commission may be defending the findings of the so-called antisubsidy 
probes it launched into Chinese EV makers in October last year as justification for imposing 
the punitive tariffs of up to 35.3 percent over and above the existing 10 percent duties on 
imported cars for five years. But its arbitrary move is similar to those made by the US and Cana­
da to levy 100 percent tariffs on Chinese-made EVs.

The EU should stop pretending to be engaging in fair play, and accept it has imposed the tar­
iffs as part of Washington’s China-containment strategy, because using allegations that China 
subsidizes or is dumping its products as a pretext to blunt the country’s competitiveness in the 
EV and other green sectors has been an integral part of the strategy.

Before the EU unveiled its investigations’ findings in July, Washington began putting addi­
tional pressure on the bloc, as evidenced by the great lengths US Treasury Secretary Janet Yell­
en went to before and during the G7 finance ministers and central bank governors meeting in 
Italy in May to urge allies to present a Avail of opposition” against China in the EV, solar panel, 
semiconductor, steel and other strategic sectors.

After the EU launched the probes, Washington used every possible opportunity to urge the 
bloc to urgently take steps to dampen the rising exports of Chinese green products including 
solar panels and wind turbines, prompting EU leaders to all but declare a full-scale trade war 
against China.

US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo and National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan, for 
instance, goaded US allies to form a “united front” against Chinese green products before and 
after Yellen’s cry-wolf performance.

Despite the pressure the US put on the EU and its member states, 17 of the 27 EU members, 
including Germany, opposed or abstained from the Oct 4 vote, exposing the rift within the bloc. 
Ironically, the major European car makers the EU claimed it was protecting from Chinese com­
petition by imposing the tariffs said they are against the punitive tariffs and open to cooperat­
ing and competing with their Chinese counterparts in the EV market.

In their separate communication with the Chinese side in the past week, both France and 
Italy, two major EU members that voted for the tariffs, said they attach great importance to 
healthy and steady trade ties with China and are open to settling the disputes through talks. 

An important reason for the lack of substantive progress in the Sino-EU negotiations over 
the past months is not because the EU side does not know the tariffs will hurt its own interests 
and slow down its green transition, but because the Joe Biden administration’s intensified 
efforts to pressure the EU to not trade with China in its earmarked sectors.

The result of the US presidential election will have a big impact on the EU as well as its mem­
ber states in their future consultations with China to settle the disputes. But the EU should 
realize that the best way to protect its interests is by upholding its strategic autonomy.

S House of Representatives Speaker Mike Johnson recently echoed former president 
Donald frump’s call to repeal the CHIPS Act if he wins the presidential election, only 
to retract his statement a day later. This flip-flop underscores the political volatility 
surrounding China-US relations and the strategic decisions that will shape the

future of both nations. As the election result is coming, it is crucial for the next administration 
to reassess the past four years of decoupling policies and high-tech barriers that have defined 
US-China economic and trade relations.

The CHIPS Act, designed to bolster domestic semiconductor manufacturing, has been a cor­
nerstone of the US strategy to reduce dependency on overseas chips, including those from Chi­
na. However, the act has also symbolized the broader policy of technological decoupling — a 
strategy shortsighted and detrimental to the US’ own global competitiveness. Such decoupling 
policies could lead to significant losses for American businesses and industries by severing ties 
with the world’s largest comprehensive industrial market.

The decoupling policy seems like a protective measure in the shortterm, its long-term impli­
cations could be far more damaging to the US economy and its technological leadership. 

Decoupling from China means American companies losing access to a vast market that 
drives revenue and innovation. China is not only a major consumer of American tech products 
but also a significant player in the global supply chains. By cutting ties, US companies might 
find themselves at a competitive disadvantage, unable to leverage the scale and efficiency that 
collaboration with China offers. This could lead to increased costs, reduced market share, and 
a slower pace of technological advancement.

Furthermore, while decoupling might pose short-term challenges for China, it is actually 
accelerating China’s efforts to achieve technological self-sufficiency and industrial upgrading. 
China has already begun to invest heavily in its own research and development capabilities, 
aiming to reduce its reliance on foreign technology. However, the implications of China-US 
relations extend beyond technology. The all-of-govemment approach to what the US defines as 
strategic competition with China has left little room for cooperation, let alone its mobilization 
of US global alliances and partnerships to cut China off from key international supply chains. 

Different people have from different perspectives come to the conclusion that the 2024 presi­
dential election will be significant no matter who wins. If the present epidemic of anti-China 
mindset sustains, it might as well kiss goodbye to hopes for a healthy, stable bilateral relation­
ship. Beijing’s wish is for China-US relationship to settle and for there to be “no conflict, no con­
frontation”. But that calls for both sides to make practical efforts to manage differences and 
keep them at manageable levels.

The present political atmosphere in the US doesn’t permit that. Being labeled as “soft” on Chi­
na means being perceived as numbingly “weak” And Beijing has been a handy scapegoat in the 
US’ political dramas, and both the Democrats and Republicans will be loath to lose public atten­
tion given their inertia in coming up with solutions to the US’ domestic problems.

Beijing has time and again appealed for Washington to display reason in handling bilateral ties, 
which is no doubt in the fundamental, long-term US national interest But too often immediate 
partisan interests take precedence in the real world. Johnson’s latest flip-flop on the CHIPS Act was 
only a new footnote to that, and a reminder of the fact that by hook or by crook only votes matter. 

In the current complex and turbulent international situation, the exploration of a correct 
way for China and the US to coexist not only serves the interests of both countries but also 
injects more certainty and positive energy into global peace and development.

The US presidential election presents a pivotal opportunity for a strategic reassessment of the 
policies that have governed the US’ China policies over the past four years. Moving away from 
the myopic view of decoupling and toward a more balanced approach could enhance global 
competitiveness and innovation. Only by recognizing the potential benefits of engagement and 
the risks of isolation, the next administration can work toward a future where bilateral relations 
are marked by constructive dialogue and shared progress, rather than division and distrust.

The wider China opens up and the 
more it develops, the more develop­
ment opportunities it will create for 
other countries and their enterprises. 
This is a view shared by foreign compa­
nies and entrepreneurs that have 
engaged with China in the past. 

Ina meeting with Premier Li Qiang 
on Monday, representatives of exhibit­
ors and buyers participating in the sev­
enth China International Import Expo, 
being held in Shanghai, appreciated 
the efforts made by China for easing 
market access, improving the business 
environment and supporting the devel­
opment of enterprises. They said Chi­
na’s further efforts to deepen reform, 
expand opening-up, and promote high- 
quality development will bring more 
development opportunities to all enter­
prises, including foreign ones in China. 

Since its launch in 2018, the CIIE has 
evolved into an international public 
good and a crucial platform for China 
and the rest of the world to embrace 
each other to develop win-win coopera­

construction of free trade ports, from 
improving tire intellectual property 
protection legal system to the signing 
of high-standard free trade agreements 
with an increasing number of coun­
tries, China has demonstrated with 
concrete action that it has made good 
on its promises.

Against the backdrop of sluggish 
world economic recovery and insuffi­
cient growth momentum, China’s suc­
cessful bid to promote sustained 
economic recovery, enhance market 
resilience, and boost new quality pro­
ductive forces has created broader 
development space for foreign compa­
nies in trade, investment and innova­
tion. With this, the Chinese market has 
proved itself to be one of the best choi­
ces for foreign companies.

A China determined to promote the 
country’s modernization will only open 
up wider to the world. This will create 
new development opportunities for 
foreign countries and enterprises.

- WU YIXUE, CHINA DAILY

emissions monitoring system, the gov­
ernment can better grasp the carbon 
emissions status at the national, region­
al, and industrial levels. It can help 
improve data transparency and consist­
ency, preventing data fabrication or 
inaccuracies, and providing a reliable 
basis for formulating effective carbon 
reduction policies. Additionally, the sys­
tem can assist enterprises in managing 
their carbon footprint, enhancing their 
ability to participate in the carbon mar­
ket, and aligning with international 
carbon emissions standards. 

China has already made certain 
progress in the construction of carbon 
monitoring infrastructure, with a pre­

minerals will increase dramatically 
before 2035.

The exploration and development of 
mineral resources are at the top of the 
global industry and supply chains. In 
2023, almost all major countries and 
regions around the world revised their 
strategic mineral policies, and 
increased the localization of strategic 
minerals by reaching intergovernmen­
tal strategic cooperation or trade agree­
ments on strategic minerals.

At present, China’s dependence on 
foreign strategic mineral resources 
such as oil and natural gas is high, with 
oil as high as about 70 percent and nat­
ural gas at about 40 percent. With the 
continued rapid growth of demand for 
minerals used in clean energy and 
emerging industries, such as lithium, 
cobalt and nickel, it is necessary for 
China to effectively strengthen the 
exploration and development of its 
strategic mineral resources. 

The central authorities have already 
paralleled mineral security with energy 
security, and ensuring mineral security
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has been elevated to a national strategy. 
Reflecting the strategic importance 

the country attaches to the sector, the 
Ministry of Natural Resources contin­
ues to enhance its policy support to 
encourage mining investment and vital­
ize the mining market. It lias issued a 
series of policies in recent months to 
support prospectors and mining enter­
prises to expand tlieir operation and 
business, and strengthen the manufac­
turing of related equipment 

The prospectors and companies 
should make full use of these policies, 
and w'ork together with relevant func­
tional departments to strengthen the 
exploration, development and utiliza­
tion of strategic mineral resources in 
the country. The purpose is to establish 
a reliable national exploration, devel­
opment and reserve system at an early 
date. One featuring high adaptability of 
the energy and mineral resources sup­
ply system that can ensure the coun­
try’s security in mineral resources and 
energy.

EU should uphold strategic autonomy 
instead of doing Washington’s bidding

liminary annual and quarterly repoit- 
ing system for carbon emissions estab­
lished, and a national greenhouse gas 
emissions factor database under con­
struction.

However, carbon emissions monitor­
ing infrastructure at the municipal level 
and below is relatively weak, and the 
compilation of energy balance sheets is 
progressing slowly, indicating that local 
carbon emissions data collection and 
management capabilities need 
improvement. Moreover, many small 
and medium-sized enterprises and non­
key industries still lack comprehensive 
carbon emissions monitoring methods. 

—21STCENTURY BUSINESS HERALD
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China a scapegoat for the US’ domestic 
mess. Both try to win over the white 
working class, which is critical to their 
victory, because this group has been fee­
ing severe economic difficulties such as 
stagnant incomes and unemployment in 
recent years.

But many studies show these difficul­
ties are mainly die result of high produc­
tion costs in the US. The so-called China 
shock, even if it really happened, is only a 
very minor factor. Not to forget China, 
thanks to its rapid economic develop­
ment, has provided a large number of 
high-quality, low-cost products for the US 
people, which have significantly 
improved their quality of life. 

In this election, some US politicians 
tried to hype up the so-called overcapaci­
ty problem in China. In a bid to win over 
critical voters, such as autoworkers in the 
Midwestern states, they wrongly blamed 
the decline of the US auto industry on the 
import of Chinese-made electric vehicles. 

The Biden administration has 
increased restrictions on the import of 
Chinese-made EVs, while Trump has 
repeatedly threatened to impose very 
high punitive tariffs on Chinese-made 
cars. But the truth is that the US imported 
just over 40,000 cars from China in the 
first half of 2024 and most of them were 

the impact of the pandemic that for the 
first time in 32 years the UN Human 
Development Index declined for two con­
secutive years in 2020 and 2021. 

While the world was still struggling to 
emerge from the double shock of the 
global financial crisis and the pandemic, 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict broke out fol­
lowed by the Israel-Palestine conflict To 
make matters worse, the US-led West has 
intensified the geopolitical competition,

further impacting global development. 
While the United States is busy playing 
its zero-sum games, about 1.1 billion peo­
ple around the world are living in 
extreme poverty.

Amid all this, BRICS has emerged as a 
platform promoting sustainable develop­
ment and helping countries to pursue 
green development. Balew Demissie, a 
consultant at the Ethiopian Policy Stud­
ies Institute, said that joining BRICS will 
create more opportunities for Ethiopia in 
the fields of trade, investment and devel­
opment.

BRICS attaches great importance to 
green development and green coopera­
tion. And China, as President Xi Jinping 
emphasized at the BRICS Summit in 
Kazan, is willing to expand cooperation 
with BRICS member states in the green 
economy.

By joining BRICS, developing countries 
can strengthen the representation and 
voice of the Global South at global 
forums and international organizations, 
and help reform the US-led world order.

Fu Suixin is an associate researcher at 
the Institute of American Studies at the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; and 
Ni Feng is director of the Institute of 
American Studies at the Chinese Acade­
my of Social Sciences.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The increasing instability, uncertainty 
and even chaos the world lias been feeing 
make the reform of the world order a 
necessity, because it will enable the Glob­
al South to have its due representation on 
the global stage.

The Global South is becoming increas­
ingly independent and wants to exert 
more influence on international affairs. 

Faced with the crises in Ukraine and 
Gaza, and global challenges such as cli­
mate change, poverty and refugees, the 
world needs new ideas and new meas­
ures to pursue common development. 
This is where BRICS comes in. As the 
Kazan Declaration indicates, hating 
reached consensuses and decided on 
measures on a wide range of issues, 
BRICS will continue to promote peace 
and development to make the world a 
better place.

We can easily find certain patterns in the cre­
ation of ethnic minority literature since the late 
1990s: history-themed works often adopt the 
individualistic view of history formed by new 
historicist novels, replacing the previous histo­
ry of arduous revolutionary and liberation with 
the history of family, of emotion, and of life. By 
linking ethnicity with locality, these works con­
struct narratives that are in contrast to those of 
the Chinese nation, thereby severing the con­
nection between specific ethnic groups and the 
broader national historical process and creat­
ing an imaginary pattern of closed narrative. 

Some realist works often focus on the impact 
of modernity on the traditions of ethnic minor­
ities in frontier areas, characterized by the 
urban-rural dichotomy. In these works, rural 
areas, ethnic groups, kinship and communal 
ties are often portrayed as victims of moderni­
zation, and tiie emotional structure centers on 
nostalgia for the old culture on the one hand, 
and resentment and melancholy toward the 
new culture on the other.

Some film and literature, as well as poetry, 
often indiscriminately embrace certain outdat­
ed elements, leading to the creation of stereo­
types and literary images with stale ideas and 
contents. As a result, the real social problems 
of ethnic minorities are largely reduced to cul­
tural problems, and culture is reduced to a 
dying “tradition” without contemporary rele­
vance. Such literary works represent a narrow 
imagination, detached from the broader reality 
and life, and thereby unconsciously echo the 
ideas of Orientalism.

In essence, these issues are rooted in the 
“diminishment” of worldviews and values. 
From its inception, ethnic minority literature 
in China has never existed in isolation from the 
broader historical process. As contemporaries, 
ethnic minorities and the Han people share the 
same societal, technological and everyday chal­
lenges. Their consciousness, experiences, emo­
tions and expressions should not be restricted 
by a specific ethnic identity, which is created in 
history, evolves over time, or may disappear in 
history. Presenting ethnic identity and culture 
as static, defined by fixed characteristics, fun­
damentally contradicts the dynamic nature of 
historical evolution.

When viewed dialectically, different ethnic 
groups have different, unique historical traject­
ories, cultures, traditions, religious customs 
and rituals, which are intricately linked to their 
local environments. But these connections 
must also be understood in the broader context 
of fluidity.

While influential works may begin with the 
detailed depiction of individuals, events, 
objects and emotions, they should not be con­
tent with remaining at that level; instead, they 
should strive to convey universal human expe­
riences and thoughts.

Moreover, they should have the ability to 
address the major issues of our times. This 
ability is the true source of confidence in ethnic 
minority literature of China.

The author is vice-president of and a pro­
fessor at China Foreign Affairs Universi­
ty. The views don’t necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

he rise of cultural pluralism in China 
can be seen as a form of “delayed 
modernity’: Cultural pluralism had 
become a hotly debated topic in

Europe and North America by the late 1980s. 
In fact, all cultures are mixed for all practical 

purposes. Western culture, with its inclusive­
ness — of heterogeneous coexistence — embra­
ces cultural pluralism primarily to foster a 
fragmented multitude that lacks the cohesion 
necessary for unity.

As to cultural diversity in ethnic minority lit­
erature, cultural pluralism has indeed gained 
widespread recognition, and diversity has been 
perceived negatively, causing ethnic minority 
literature to withdraw from efforts to achieve 
both universality and contemporary signifi­
cance. In a bid to establish symbolic value and 
secure a place in the cultural market, ethnic 
minority literature often emphasizes its own 
distinct characteristics, inevitably resulting in 
a form of self-exoticism.

In the creation of literature, this can be seen 
in the narrow themes, the cliched plot struc­
tures, the flat character images, the self-exotici- 
zation of the aesthetic style, and the limitation 
of the value concepts. Similarly, in research, 
issues such as the mechanical application of 
identity and ethnicity theory, outdated meth­
odologies and the lack of paradigm shifts have 
all become bottlenecks for the development of 
ethnic minority literature in China.

The author is a professor at the School of Chi­
nese Language and literature, University of 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. The views 
don’t necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

made by Tesla, Ford or other American 
automakers in China.

Instead of telling the truth, the US 
politicians tried to stir up anger against 
China among the American people to 
win their votes. By hyping up China’s 
“overcapacity” problem, they tried to 
mislead the voters and cover up their 
inability to improve people’s economic 
conditions.

Such irresponsible practices have wor­
sened China-US relations. Those US poli­
ticians can make some personal gains, 
but the voters have to pay the cost of the 
deteriorating China-US relations. Studies 
show that more than 90 percent of the 
cost of additional tariffs on Chinese goods 
is borne by US consumers and business­
es; the tariffs have also contributed to 
increasing inflation in the US. 

But the US politicians’ tricks are set to 
backfire. Most of the voters do not want 
the US to be involved in any global con­
flict after experiencing the results of the 
long-drawn “global war on terror1: 
Instead, they want their leaders to use 
the precious resources for domestic 
development, including improving infra­
structure, increasing people’s incomes 
and boosting welfare.

As the competition between Washing­
ton and Beijing continues to intensify, the 
backlash against the US will also intensify 
and the US voters will have to pay an even 
bigger price for worsening Sino-US rela­
tions. Recently, Morgan Stanley econo­
mists estimated that an additional 60 
percent tariff on imports from China will 
decelerate GDP growth by 1.4 percentage 
points over several quarters.

Tire Peterson Institute for International 
Economics has said that the additional 
tariffs will constrain investments in the 
US. Also, US exports will lose their global 
market shares, with US trade as a share of 
its GDP shrinking. The reckless competi­

he world is threatened by turbu­
lence, chaos and disorder. The 
competition between major 
countries has become increas­

ingly tense, impacting trade, investment, 
industry and supply chains, and people- 
to-people exchanges.

International organizations, too, face a 
plethora of problems. For instance, the 
Appellate Body of the World Trade Orga­
nization has been suspended since 2019, 
seriously affecting the smooth operation 
of WTO. Some regional and international 
organizations face funding shortage. And 
organizations such as the World Bank 
and International Monetary Fund need 
to undergo reform to become truly repre­
sentative and better meet the needs of 
diverse countries.

On the other hand, an optimistic pic­
ture of development has emerged. 
BRICS, in the beginning, was only a con­
cept proposed by economist Jim O’Neill. 
He saw' in Brazil, Russia, India and Chi­
na huge development potential, and 
thus concluded that these countries will 
play an important role in the global 
economy in the near future. That con­
cept became a reality when BRIC held its 
first summit in Yekaterinburg, Russia, in 
2009. The next year South Africa official­
ly joined the grouping, and BRICS came 
into being.

Although there have been pessimistic 
predictions on the development and 
future of BRICS, the member states 
have maintained good development 
momentum. This year, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Iran, the United Arab Emirates, and 
Saudi Arabia joined in BRICS, signaling 
the start of “Greater BRICS coopera­
tion”.

The BRICS Summit, held in Kazan, 
Russia, last month saw the participation 
of more than 30 national delegations and 
six international organizations. About 30 
countries have expressed their interest in 
joining BRICS.

BRICS member states have different 
social systems and cultures, and are at 
different stages of development. Yet 
under the framework of BRICS, they can 
reach consensuses on many issues, by 
seeking common ground and shelving 
differences.

BRICS is an open and inclusive family, 
not an exclusive club targeting others. Its 
operation is flexible, and the 
“BRICS Plus” model is a new mechanism 
that encourages developing countries, 
even though they are not full members, 
to work together to overcome common 
global challenges. Joining BRICS can 
help bring tangible benefits to developing 
countries and boost their development 

The global economy w'as yet to fully 
recover from the devastating impact of 
tiie 2008 global financial crisis when the 
COVID-19 pandemic broke out. Such was

he ballots have been cast. The 
US presidential election is 
over. The result, for the popu­
lar vote, will be known soon.

But the United States and the rest of the 
world will have to wait for a month or 
so to know tiie Electoral College vote 
result, which could decide the eventual 
winner.

No matter who wins the election, the 
result will have a far-reaching impact on 
the world, not least because the winner 
will decide tiie US’ China policy. 

Both Donald Ttump and Kamala Har­
ris played the “China card” to win votes. 
Hump lias asserted repeatedly that he 
would impose up to 60 percent tariffs on 
Chinese goods and revoke China’s “most 
favored nation” trading status if he is 
elected US president for a second time. 
He has also vowed to further restrict US 
investment in and semiconductor exports 
to China. As for Harris, she is likely to 
continue tiie Joe Biden administration’s 
China policy, including maintaining tar­
iffs on Chinese imports and preventing 
China from obtaining key US technolo­
gies.

The deterioration in Sino-US relations 
in recent years has been largely caused by 
US hawks. The tragedy is that US voters 
generally do not understand or care 
about foreign policy; the country’s elites 
have alw'ays formulated the foreign policy 
and shaped public opinion.

US politicians, strategists and special 
interest groups that have a negative atti­
tude toward China provoke so-called stra­
tegic competition with China to fulfill 
their own narrow goals. They also take 
advantage of voters’ disinterest in foreign 
policy and national security to spread the 
“China threat” theory, thus prompting 
them to develop a negative attitude 
toward China.

Both Democrats and Republicans make

A X

tion with China will not only hurt the 
economy, but also exacerbate discrimina­
tion against Asian Americans and under­
mine democracy in the US.

In fact, many US politicians and strate­
gists have considerable differences on the 
how to compete with China, meaning 
there is no consensus on China policy. 
Although the two candidates played the 
“China card” during tiie campaign, the 
new president will have to face a lot of 
harsh realities such as the high cost of 
competing with China, the emergence of 
a multipolar world and China’s strong 
counterattack capability.

The new US administration, therefore, 
should give up the illusion of having a con­
sensual China policy, and reflect on the 
costs of undermining Sino-US relations 
over the past eight years — and honestly 
tell the American people the truth about 
China.

As a responsible major country, China 
has always abided by the principles of 
peaceful coexistence and win-win cooper­
ation, and promoted the healthy develop­
ment of China-US ties. It has also always 
urged the US to work together to 
strengthen dialogue and communica­
tions, enhance mutual understanding and 
trust, expand areas of mutually beneficial 
cooperation, and jointly maintain the sta­
bility of China-US relations. Only in this 
way can the two sides better meet the 
needs of their peoples and make greater 
contributions to global peace and pros­
perity'.

As a responsible major 
country, China has always 
abided by the principles of 
peaceful coexistence and 
win-win cooperation, and 
promoted the healthy 
development of China-US 
ties.

The increasing instability, 
uncertainty and even cha­
os the world has been fac­
ing make the reform of the 
world order a necessity, 
because it will enable the 
Global South to have its 
due representation on the 
global stage.

Some film and literature, as 
well as poetry, often indiscrim­
inately embrace certain out­
dated elements, leading to the 
creation of stereotypes and lit­
erary images with stale ideas 
and contents.

Literature 
needs to reflect 
true evolving 
ethnic cultures
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for 15.7 percent of China’s total 
foreign trade value. Since we 
cannot take die upgraded FTA 
for granted, it is imperative not 
to be complacent or ignore par­
ticipants’ concerns. 

The first and foremost concern 
is supply chain concentration. It 
will be impossible to realize the 
East Asian regionalism dream if 
its supply chain relies on only 
one or two neighboring coun­
tries. Diversification is necessary, 
but it shouldn’t mean that each 
country specializes on a single 
product. Instead, our diversifica­
tion agenda should enable differ­
ent countries to contribute to 
various stages of the supply 
chain for the same product. Cur­
rently, some ASEAN countries 
compete for the same Chinese 
investments in identical supply 
chain stages, primarily in assem­
bly. With this FTA, China and 
individual ASEAN member 
countries can hopefully distrib­
ute opportunities across differ­
ent stages of the supply chain. 

The second concern is e-com- 
merce. While we recognize the 
tremendous opportunities pre­
sented by new digital technolo­
gies, we cannot overlook the 
concerns of local MSMEs. They 
question whether these opportu­
nities to boost profit are genuine 
or if foreign firms will dominate 
and threaten their business. The 
upgraded FTA does emphasize 
closer cooperation between 
MSME authorities in ASEAN 
and China, but this alone is not 
enough. China may need to sup­
port ASEAN-based MSMEs by 
providing access to capital, mar­
ket insights, and integration with 
Chinese e-commerce platforms. 
It would be appreciated if Chi­
na’s e-commerce platforms pro­
moted products from ASEAN 
MSMEs to Chinese consumers 
and beyond, rather than hewing 
ASEAN merely as a marketplace. 

The third concern is the green 
economy. We cannot continue to 
criticize developed countries for 
failing to meet climate finance 
commitments without taking 
responsibility ourselves. The 
upgraded FTA offers a promising 
avenue for China to assist 
ASEAN countries in adopting 
and researching clean energy 
technologies. However, this must 
be only the beginning. Our green 

The author is director and professor 
of the International Centerfor Orga­
nization and Innovation Studies
■with Liaoning University. The 
author contributed this article to Chi­
na Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not neces­
sarily reflect those of China Daily.

Muhammad Habib A biyan 
Dzakwan is a researcher at the 
Department of International 
Relations at the Centre for Strate­
gic and International Studies,
Indonesia. FarhanJulianto is a 
research assistant at the Depart­
ment of International Relations
at the CSIS, Indonesia. The 
authors contributed this article 
to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

Muhammad
Habib Abiy an 
Dzakwan

ASEAN and China must carefully address all 
participants’ concerns and ensure the free trade area 

remains resilient enough to navigate through 
current geopolitical uncertainties

lthough the ASEAN- 
China summit ended 
in Vientiane, Laos, in 

.October, it is never too 
late to celebrate what it achieved. 
The highlight was the substantial 
conclusion of negotiations on the 
China-ASEAN Free Trade Area

3.0. Through 
this upgrading, 
the Association 
of Southeast 
Asian Nations 
and China 
expanded the 
agreement to 
include the 
digital econo­
my, green 
economy, sup­
ply chain con­
nectivity and 
micro, small 
and medium­
sized enterpris­
es, as well as 
competition
and consumer

FarhanJulianto protection.
They also 

broadened their commitment to 
customs procedures, trade facili­
tation, standards, technical regu­
lations and conformity 
assessment procedures, sanitary 
and phytosanitary measures, and 
technical cooperation.

While the upgrading might not 
seem extraordinary at first 
glance, it is significant to note 
that amid global efforts to decou­
ple or de-risk from China, 
ASEAN chose to move even clos­
er to China, sharing a spirit of 
solidarity as fellow emerging 
economies. Among a list of dia­
logue partners interested in 
establishing or upgrading FTAs 
with ASEAN, ASEAN prioritized 
the conclusion of the CAFTA as 
it was the first FTA ASEAN 
established with an external 
partner. Amid declining faith in 
regionalism, particularly after 
Brexit, ASEAN remains commit­
ted to the idea of open East Asian 
regionalism. ASEAN and China 
believe a prosperous and thriv­
ing Asia-Pacific is a shared desti­
ny.

According to China’s General 
Administration of Customs, Chi­
na-ASEAN trade amounted to 4.5 
trillion yuan ($633 billion) in the 
first eight months of 2024, sur­
ging 10 percent and accounting

rather than isolation and protection­
ism.

Contrary to the negative senti­
ments of the Western media toward 
the BRI’s intended goals, the devel­
oping nations participating in the 
initiative generally exhibit a more 
positive stance, appreciating the 
opportunities for infrastructure 
improvement, industrial growth, cul­
tural exchange and employment. An 
analysis of the narratives and rhetor­
ic in news articles during the last 10 
years shows that this disparity in 
perceptions reflects varying econom­
ic needs and political perspectives 
across global landscapes. For many 
of these countries in the developing 
world, the BRI represents not just an 
economic venture but a visionary 
statement underscoring global devel­
opment and collective well-being. 
The bridging rather than buffering in 
inter-country relationships toward 
the narrative of mutual understand­
ing is the desire of the initiative’s 
partners.

One can easily go beyond the con­
cept of the assumption of “an instru­
ment of dominance and hegemony’; 
as promulgated by the leading West­
ern media to serve some specific 
interest. Instead, it is an instrument 
of collective well-being. The BRI’s 
portrayal in the Western media 
reveals the unnecessary, unvalidated 
and uncalled-for apprehensions of 
the United States and its partners. 

As the BRI continues to expand 
and evolve, mutual understanding 
and balanced narratives become cru­
cial. The initiative’s potential as a 
driver of global well-being hinges on 
its ability to foster inclusive growth 
and sustainable development. It is 
ignorance of the highest level if 
someone assumes there will be no 
natural challenges such as pandem­
ics, weather anomalies and earth­
quakes or human-made challenges 
such as negative sentiments and 
resistance to change. Every innova­
tive activity may be viewed as a 
threat to the existing systems, and 
biased Western critics always see it 
through the prism of fear, risk and 
threat regardless of how beneficial 
something new is to the overall 
socioeconomic well-being. Thus, the 
initiative will face even stronger 
resistance in the times to come, but it 
will not be able to stop its expansion 
because the opposite wind is neces­
sary for any type of flight. By embrac­
ing openness and cooperation, the 
BRI lias the potential to become a 
cornerstone of global progress in the 
21st century.

s the Belt and Road Initia­
tive marks its 11th anniver­
sary in 2024, it has evolved 
.into a global framework 

aiming to foster sustainable develop­
ment and shared prosperity among 
participating nations. At its core, the 
BRI embodies the wisdom of foster­

ing connections 
between diverse 
nations, encourag­
ing collaborative 
economic growth, 
and addressing 
mutual challenges 
through shared 

technology and infrastructure pro­
jects.

In principle, the initiative’s empha­
sis on inclusivity and balance is evi­
dent in its goal to create a community 
with a shared future for mankind. 
This vision extends beyond mere eco­
nomic cooperation. It aspires to 
interlink trade routes, enhance tech­
nological prowess and build econom­
ic partnerships that benefit all parties 
involved. By focusing on sharing the 
know-how rather than merely 
exporting technologies, the BRI aims 
to empower nations, particularly 
those traditionally marginalized in 
the global economy, to achieve sus­
tainable development through capac­
ity-building and knowledge transfer. 
This thinking, when combined with 
learning, will be different from the 
principle that we have seen in all 
these years.

Despite its principled aspirations, 
the BRI has faced significant resist­
ance in the form of criticism, especial­
ly from leading Western publications 
such as The Economist, the Financial 
Times and Foreign Affairs. An analy­
sis of500 articles from four leading 
English magazines between 2013 and 
2023 shows that negative sentiments 
embedded into variegated writings 
have increased as the BRI 
approached its 10th anniversary. 
Political magazines tend to focus on 
the geopolitical ramifications of the 
BRI innovation, and its critics argue 
that the initiative is a strategic move 
to extend China’s influence across 
continents, potentially reshaping 
global power dynamics and challeng­
ing existing institutions such as the 
International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank.

They have diffused an impactful 
concept called the “debt trap” which 
has been a recurring theme in West­
ern media narratives. Skeptics assert 
that the BRI’s financing mechanisms 
could burden participating countries 
with unsustainable debts, compro­
mising their sovereignty. 

However, the facts are that the BRI 
is focused on helping countries and 
regions with access to technology, 
resources and distribution. Econo­
mist Amartya Sen was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in economics because he 
explained that India was not poor in 
resources but the absence of infra­

structure and flow of resources are 
keeping it poor. If such links are good 
for the Western world and they are 
good for India, then they should be 
good for the nations that have sub­
scribed to the BRI’s benefits. 

Western critics have often over­
looked China’s genuine developmen­
tal goals and efforts to foster regional 
stability and prosperity. Because
Western capitalism is based on “capi­
tal above the human well-being”, they 
are unable to see that the BRI offers 
much-needed infrastructure devel­
opment and economic opportunities 
to countries that have long been 
neglected by traditional Western-led 
financial institutions because of their 
transaction principles to transform 
host countries’ cultures and ideolo­
gies.

Then there are some environmen­
tal critiques, with apprehensions 
about the impact of large-scale infra­
structure projects on fragile ecosys­
tems. Western media outlets have 
questioned whether China’s environ­
mental commitments are consistent­
ly upheld, pointing to the carbon 
footprint associated with the Belt 
and Road construction projects. In 
response, China has increasingly 
argued that it has incorporated sus­
tainability as a fundamental compo­
nent of the initiative. Efforts to align 
projects with environmental stan­
dards and invest in green infrastruc­
ture reflect an intention to balance 
development with ecological respon­
sibility. While these measures indi­
cate progress, critics emphasize the 
need for greater transparency and 
consistent implementation across all 
projects.

Despite such criticism, there are 
tangible examples that highlight 
that the BRI’s positive impact goes 
beyond physical infrastructure to 
digital infrastructure to alleviate 
the burden of carbon emissions. 
The recent high technology exhibi­
tion in Dubai displayed China’s 
growing role in supporting Middle 
Eastern countries’ desire to diversi­
fy their economies beyond oil and 
building a digital future. Chinese 
technological companies are lead­
ing projects to develop local tech 
talents and infrastructure, demon­
strating the initiative’s potential to 
foster innovation and economic 
diversification.

This divergence in perspectives 
underscores a broader issue: the lack 
of understanding and, at times, mis­
representation of China’s intentions 
in Western narratives. The tendency 
to view the Belt and Road projects 
through a prism of skepticism and 
protectionism can lead to missed 
opportunities for collaboration and 
mutual benefit for all. The exclusivity 
in the Western version of capitalism 
benefits a few at the cost of most oth­
ers. History has shown that nations 
often prosper together through pro­
moting openness and cooperation 

-)

economy principles must align 
with those of the broader inter­
national community, including 
neighbors across the “Indo-Pacif- 
ic” region.

The fourth concern is harmo­
nization. The annual China- 
ASEAN Expo and the China- 
ASEAN Business and Investment 
Summit have supplemented the 
upgraded FTA for decades, 
which is commendable. Expand­
ing the China-ASEAN Expo Sec­
retariat’s global roadshow to 
different ASEAN cities would 
help promote the benefits of the 
upgraded FTA to broader stake­
holders. We also need alignment 
between the upgraded FTA and 
our aspiration to deepen finan­
cial cooperation. Businesses in 
ASEAN and China are likely to 
enjoy lower transaction costs if 
frameworks for local currency 
transactions are robustly in 
place.

Looking beyond the region, 
both ASEAN and China must 
remain vigilant regarding future 
US trade and industrial policies. 
There is no guarantee or interest 
from Washington to reinvigorate 
open economy principles. 

One thing we could be certain 
about is that geopolitical compe­
tition apparently continues to 
influence the top economic pri­
ority of both Republicans and 
Democrats. Global trade in dual­
use technologies will likely face 
increased national security scru­
tiny, while non-sensitive goods 
and services may also encounter 
different no n-tariff barriers such 
as human rights prerequisite. In 
that regard, ASEAN and China 
must carefully address these con­
cerns and ensure our FTA 
remains resilient enough to navi­
gate the geopolitical uncertain­
ties of this century.

The BRI will face even stronger resistance in the times to come 
but it cannot be contained because it has the potential to 

become a cornerstone of global progress in the 21st century
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tion,” she said.
While advancing in moderniza­

tion and development, Guangxi has 
also placed great emphasis on envi­
ronmental protection.

When visiting the Qingnian Water 
Control Project on the Pinglu Canal 
in Qinzhou, Rajendra Prasad Rimal, 
a journalist from Nepal’s Jana Aast- 
ha News, was deeply moved by 
Guangxi’s efforts to carry out such a 
major construction project while 
preserving the local ecosystem.

The project includes animal pas­
sageways and fish ladders, ensuring 
the safe migration of local wildlife.

Romantsova Kseniia, a young 
woman from Russia, chose the Bei- 
hai Golden Gulf Mangrove Ecologi­
cal Tourism Area as her favorite 
place in Guangxi. Covering over 
3,000 acres (1,214.57 hectares), this 
area is home to an extensive man­
grove ecosystem, known for its resil­
ience against strong winds and 
waves, earning it the titles of “sea for­
est” and “coastal guardians”

Learning that these rare plants are 
now under national key protection, 
Kseniia felt reassured and delighted. 
“I believe that environmental protec­
tion is the most important issue of 
this era. The whole world should 
find ways to address it Guangxi is 
doing a great job,” she said.

From the ecosystem to its infra­
structure and cultural heritage, visi­
tors from around the world are 
gaining a multifaceted perspective 
on Guangxi’s evolving story in mod­
em times.

“Everything here gives me amaz­
ing feelings. Guangxi is a great exam­
ple of how people can care about 
everything and shows the hard work 
of the Chinese government and Chi­
nese people,” said Marina Dinaeva 
from Russia, one of the young partic­
ipants.

F 1

region, and pioneers of human 
advancement,” he said at the open­
ing ceremony.

Tsang was impressed by Guangxi’s 
unique cultural heritage. At the Mar­
itime Silk Road Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Experience Hall in Hepu, 
Beihai, she was captivated by a tradi­
tional horn carving masterpiece 
titled Ode to Spring, marveling at its 
intricate depiction of a shrimp with­
in waves, symbolizing nature’s antic­
ipation of warmer days.

“As a coastal area, Guangxi’s tradi­
tional art often revolves around sea 
animals and maritime themes. It’s 
unique,” she said. “The way they’ve 
polished that horn — it’s almost like 
glass. How amazing.”

The ocean not only enriches 
Guangxi with abundant tourism 
resources but also contributes to its 
economic growth. Tire region is stra­
tegically establishing industrial 
parks near its borders and ports 
while developing a robust transpor­
tation network that connects water­
ways, ports, railways, and air travel. 

The Beibu Gulf International 
Cruise Homeport in Beihai is a prime 
example of this vision in action. It 
has gradually launched domestic 
and international cruise routes, 
including one from Beihai to Halong 
Bay in Vietnam.

Tran Phuong Linh, a college stu­
dent from Vietnam, expressed 
excitement about tire cruise route. 
“Halong Bay is a famous tourist 
attraction in Vietnam, and now it 
can be conveniently reached from 
Guangxi,” she said. “Tourism activi­
ties can also promote trade between 
the two countries. I hope this port 
can become a cornerstone for more 
economic exchanges between China 
and Vietnam in the future.”

In fact, Guangxi’s external 
exchanges date back thousands of

years. As early as the Han Dynasty 
(206 BC-AD 220), Hepu served as the 
starting port for the Maritime Silk 
Road.

At the Hepu Maritime Silk Road 
Cultural Relics Exhibition in the 
Hepu Han Dynasty Culture Muse­
um, Raja Saadatullah Khan from 
Pakistan recognized his homeland 
on an ancient map. He hadn’t 
expected that Pakistan had estab­
lished contact and trade with China 
so long ago, with it all beginning 
right beneath his feet.

Guangxi’s growing international 
presence also left a strong impres­
sion on Zhao Jingnan, deputy chief 
editor of Sing Sian Daily Newspaper 
in Thailand.

Zhao was surprised by a local tour 
guide’s fluency in multiple langua­
ges, including Chinese, Cantonese, 
English, and Vietnamese. “This 
ensures a seamless experience for 
international visitors, highlighting 
Guangxi’s role as an emerging global 
hub that welcomes people from all 
over the world, fostering cultural 
exchange and international coopera­

Embracing mortality
What happens after you leave this world? Nowadays, 

more and more young people are contemplating how to 
handle their affairs after death.

A 32-year-old first aid trainer shared her experience of 
creating a will with the China Will Registration Center, a 
public welfare project initiated by the China Aging 
Development Foundation.

At first, her parents saw drafting a will at such a young 
age as a bad omen. However, she convinced them by 
explaining how it can prevent unnecessary disputes and 
troubles. “Chinese families are often reluctant to discuss 
death, but I believe it’s important to sit down and talk 
about how we should face it,” she told the tech news plat­
form Huxiu.

She also mentioned that while regular wills typically 
address only property distribution, the center offers the 
additional sendee of “future mail” — letters to be deliv­
ered with the will in case of her passing. She admitted 
that she cried while writing it, saying, “I asked my dad to 
listen to my mom and take his medication on time.”

Another young netizen who drafted a will raised the 
issue of virtual property, such as social media accounts. 
She made a list of her accounts and passwords, specify­
ing in her w'ill that her partner w'ould assume responsi­
bility for them if she passes. “The process of wilting a 
will is actually away of sorting through the most impor­
tant people in your life,” she told Huxiu.

A growing number of young people are
considering the issue of writing a will, tuchong

4

Affordable adventures
Spending w'eekends on a low' budget has become a 

popular trend among Chinese youth.
According to data from Meituan and Dianping, popu­

lar lifestyle and review platforms in China, searches for 
“trial classes” saw' an impressive 364 percent increase 
from July to September this year compared to the previ­
ous three months.

These classes range from sports like tennis and street 
dance to niche activities like candle making and drama 
performances. Many netizens refer to these affordable 
trial classes as “economical alternatives to night schools” 
— a new way to enrich their weekends.

On Dianping, trial classes priced at 9.9 yuan ($1.4) are 
generally available for first-time customers by reserva­
tion, limited to one-time use. Some restrictions may 
apply, such as w'eekday-only availability or specific time 
slots.

Although low-cost, these trial classes are often high 
quality, as businesses aim to attract new' customers and 
encourage them to enroll in regular courses or member­
ships.

A manager at a dance studio in Shanghai told DT Busi­
ness Observation, the digital account of financial new's 
magazine Yicai, “With an average monthly turnout of 
over 200 for trial classes, 30 to 40 percent of these new 
customers eventually sign up for regular- courses.”

Businesses know that pushing young people too hard 
can backfire — they may feel pressured and decide not to 
return. But a great first experience, even if it doesn’t lead 
to a membership, can turn them into unofficial brand 
ambassadors, spreading favorable feedback on review 
and lifestyle platforms.

“When one thinks of Guangxi, 
Guilin typically springs to mind. 
However, this time, we are exploring 
a broader array of cities — some less­
er-known yet equally captivating,” 
said Gloria Tsang, a Gen Zer from the 
United States.

Tsang took part in the “Opportuni­
ties in China: Magnificent Guangxi 
— Guangxi in the Eyes of Interna­
tional Media 2024” event, held from 
Oct 26 to 30, co-hosted by the Public­
ity Department of the Guangxi Zhu- 
ang autonomous region and China 
Daily.

This event gathered Gen Z dele­
gates from seven countries—the US, 
Russia, Italy, Denmark, Mongolia, 
Pakistan, and Vietnam — alongside 
journalists and editors from six 
international media outlets.

As Li Pan, deputy director of the 
Publicity Department of the CPC 
Guangxi Committee, introduced at 
the event’s opening ceremony, these 
young global participants and media 
professionals would embark on an 
immersive journey to Guangxi’s cit­
ies of Qinzhou, Beihai, and Fang- 
chenggang.

“A dynamic representation of 
modernization with Chinese charac­
teristics in Guangxi will be brought 
to life through your words and len­
ses, allowing friends both at home 
and abroad to appreciate a China 
that is credible, appealing, and 
respectable,” he said.

Wang Hao, China Daily’s deputy 
editor-in-chief, underscored die piv­
otal role young people play in global 
communication.

“Dear young friends, we aspire for 
you to serve as ambassadors of 
Guangxi’s stories, contributors to 
the revitalization of the Asia-Pacific 
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I believe that 
environmental 
protection is the most 
important issue of this 
era. The whole world 
should find ways to 
address it. Guangxi is 
doing a great job.” 
Romantsova Kseniia, a Gen Zer 
from Russia

Taking affordable trial classes has become a 
popular way for young people to spend their 
weekends, tuchong

Gen Z delegates from around the world explore Guangxi’s lesser-known cities, 
experiencing their rich cultural heritage, modernization efforts, and 
commitment to environmental protection.

7

________ _________ ____________________

Delegates attending the "Opportunities in China: Magnificent Guangxi — Guangxi in the Eyes of International Media 2024" event visit the 
Qinzhou automated container terminal at Beibu Gulf Port in the Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region on Oct 26. Iprovided to china daily
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superiority, yet these animals have no 
choice in becoming pets. This is inherently 
unfair,” he said.

Huang recalled treating a capybara 
found wandering die streets, likely aban­
doned by its owner. “Many young people 
may be attracted by die appealing images 
of these animals on social media, but die 
reality of caring for them can differ signifi­
cantly from their expectations,” he said.

By MENG WEN JEE

mengwenjie@i21st.cn

Even on a regular weekday, Kitty Zoo, a 
pet cafe in Changzhou, Jiangsu, attracts a 
crowd of visitors, all eager to meet its star, 
a capybara named Jilizhazha.

Founded just two months ago by Tang 
Rong, 35, and Li Xiaohan, 32, the cafe 
quickly rose to die top of Meituan, a major 
online sendees platform in China, within 
days of its opening.

“Most of our customers are young peo­
ple in their early 20s,” Li said.

Tang, who has over a decade of experi­
ence in the pet industry, reflected on a 
time when keeping unconventional pets 
like lizards and snakes was a niche hobby. 
However, the surging popularity of alpac­
as on social media in recent years has led 
to greater acceptance of exotic pets. Even 
many cat cafes now feature exotic animals 
to attract more customers.

The term “exotic pets” refers to animals 
beyond traditional companions like cats 
and dogs, including insects, birds, mam­
mals, amphibians, and reptiles. On the 
lifestyle-sharing platform Xiaohongshu, 
the tag “exotic pets” has amassed over 360 
million views, showcasing pet owners car­
ing for popular animals such as capybaras, 
raccoons, meerkats, and alpacas.

Beyond fluffy
Huang highlighted another important 

consideration for prospective exotic pet 
owners: the limited access to veterinarians 
and hospitals equipped to treat exotic ani­
mals. Although regular veterinary clinics 
are available, they often lack the special­
ized facilities tailored to the needs of these 
unique animals.

Huang has noticed a rise in exotic pet 
cases at the hospital where he works. 
While dogs and cats remain his primary 
patients, exotic pets now account for 30 to 
40 percent of his clientele.

“The exotic pet industry has grown rap­
idly over the past two years, promoting 
veterinarians to adapt their practices,” he 
explained, noting ongoing developments 
in treatment methods.

However, despite this growth, only 
about 20 out of the 300 to 400 pet hospi­
tals in Wuhan are currently equipped to 
treat exotic animals professionally, accord­
ing to Huang.

While breeding facilities for various 
exotic pets are now available in China, it is 
crucial to choose reputable sources to 
avoid risks such as illegal transactions, 
infectious diseases, and ecological threats. 

For this reason, private owners of cer­
tain exotic animals, like capybaras, must 
obtain specific qualifications, including a 
government-issued quarantine compli­
ance certificate.

So while Jilizhazha charms visitors, his 
fans must remember: behind every adora­
ble exotic pet lies a commitment few are 
ready for.
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Huang Yuan, a PhD student at Huazhong Agricultural 
University

Among the raccoons Jiaotou raises, only 
Guozi has a relatively gentle personality. 
“The well-behaved raccoons on social 
media only show one side of their nature,” 
he said.

In addition to managing their innate 
wild instincts, pet owners must also create 
specific living environments and provide 
tailored daily care for these unique ani­
mals. Capybaras, for instance, need regu­
lar baths in designated pools, and their 
living spaces must be heated during win­
ter, according to Tang.

She explained that a typical male capy­
bara can weigh up to 50 kg and lias a large 
appetite, producing a considerable 
amount of waste.

“Unless you have a large yard or ample 
space, keeping a capybara indoors isn’t 
practical,” she advised.

Capybaras also need socialization train­
ing to adapt to human environments. 
Although they may appear calm on social 
media, they are wild animals by nature 
and are not as emotionally stable as they 
seem — they actually have a strong 
instinct to flee at the slightest sense of dan­
ger.

Additionally, capybaras need to be 
raised in pairs or with other animals to 
ensure their psychological well-being. 
“Because these animals don’t easily 
express distress, owners must be patient 
and attentive to their health to catch 
potential issues early?’ Tang explained.

Alpacas also demand substantial time 
and companionship. “This is why they’re 
not suitable pets for people with full-time 
jobs,” Ma said, adding that their droppings 
have a strong odor, and bathing them also 
requires significant effort. “Professional 
grooming can be costly, and doing it at 
home can take at least half a day?’ she said. 

When her followers seek advice on car­
ing for alpacas, Ma often emphasizes the 
importance of long-term commitment. 
She explained that while alpacas may not 
show' immediate affection toward humans 
like cats and dogs, they develop strong loy­
alty once a bond is formed.

“Alpacas can live over 20 years, so if you 
can’t commit to long-term companion­
ship, it’s best not to keep them,” she said. 

Huang Yuan, a PhD student at Huaz­
hong Agricultural University and a senior 
veterinarian at a pet hospital chain in 
Wuhan, Hubei province, also advises 
those considering an exotic pet to 
think carefully before making a 

decision.
-w “Humans often

impose their expecta­
tions on animals 

with a sense of

Top right: Guozi, a raccoon raised by Jiaotou (pseudonym). Left: Ma Lin with her 
alpaca, Luobodun. Right: Jilizhazha, the star animal at Kitty Zoo, the pet cafe 
owned by Tang Rong and Li Xiaohan. provided to china daily

Behind the screen
While raising exotic pets brings unique 

experiences, owners advise caution before 
bringing these animals home.

For Jiaotou, the primary cost of raising 
raccoons comes from their destractive 
tendencies. “One of them knocked over my 
TV, costing me 2,000 yuan ($281),” he 
recalled with a laugh.

Raccoons, with their five flexible fingers, 
can create chaos if left unsupervised, lead­
ing owners to often keep them in cages 
w'hen they are away from home. “I have to 
use complex locks since raccoons can open 
simple latches,” Jiaotou added.

According to him, raccoons are natural­
ly timid and can become aggressive when 
stressed or frightened, so they need social­
ization from a young age. Even experi­
enced owners like himself find it takes 

two to three months for these animals to 
become comfortable with human 

interaction.
“It requires patience and dedica­

tion,” Jiaotou explained, noting that 
their sharp teeth and claws can 
cause injuries during the training 
process. “Despite these 
efforts, it’s still rare to 
get a docile raccoon 
because their genet­

ics heavily influence 
their behavior.”

One such enthusiast, 23-year-old Jiao­
tou (pseudonym), began raising raccoons 
at home last April, inspired by their classic 
imagery on a popular childhood snack in 
China and characters like Rocket Raccoon 
from Marvel’s Guardians of the Galaxy 
(2014).

Jiaotou’s first attention-grabbing video 
was a vlog of him taking Guozi, one of his 
raccoons, for a stroll, w'hich captured the 
interest of passersby. Today, Jiaotou boasts 
over 500,000 followers on Douyin, with 
his most engaging content centered on his 
raccoons.

While new animal stars gain popularity, 
classic favorites like alpacas continue to 
shine on social media.

Ma Lin, a 30-year-old pet vlogger on 
Douyin, often livestreams her interactions 
with her alpacas, particularly a standout 
named Luobodun.

“An alpaca’s intelligence is similar to 
that of a 2- to 3-year-old child, but Luobo­
dun is even smarter,” Ma said. For exam­
ple, alpacas are known for their spitting 
behavior, a quirky trait often seen as a 
humorous form of emotional expression. 
Ma once discovered that Luobodun could 
spit on command, turning this into a play­
ful trick featured in her videos.

Humans often impose their 
expectations on animals with a 
sense of superiority, yet these 

animals have no choice in becoming 
pets. This is inherently unfair.”
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A growing fascination with exotic pets is drawing young 
enthusiasts to pet cafes and social media, despite the 
challenges of raising unconventional animals.
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Written by Anayat Ali, 30, from India-controlled Kashmir, 
currently a PhD student at Tongji University in Shanghai. 
Last year, he served as the president of the International- 
Students Association at Tongji, promoting cross-cultural 
understanding. Through his experiences, he reflects on 
finding a sense of home and safety in Shanghai, bridging
his roots in Kashmir with his life in China.
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By MENGWENJIE

and LIU KUN in Wuhan

Anayat Ali poses for a photo at Lujiazui, the financial 
center of Shanghai, provided to china daily
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continually applying what she 
learned in the classroom to the 
real world.

One of Liu’s most memorable 
interviews was with a 12-year- 
old girl from Taiwan, whom she 
interviewed twice.

They first met during a cultur­
al exchange event between 
young people from Taiwan and 
Wuhan. The girl surprised the 
audience with an impromptu 
piano performance at the open­
ing ceremony, which Liu 
thought would make a good 
news story.

Unfortunately, since the per­
formance wasn’t included in the 
program guide, Liu hadn’t pre­
pared adequately. The girl was 
also nervous during their first 
conversation, and due to the 
lushed timing, Liu wasn’t able to 
gather enough content.

When they met again just a 
few days later at another music 
event, Liu approached the sec­
ond interview with a more 
relaxed mindset. To her delight, 
the girl was much more open 
and expressive this time.

This experience taught Liu the 
importance of thorough prepa­
ration before an interview — 
something she hadn’t done on 
her first attempt.

“Preparing in advance, creat­
ing a comfortable environment 
for the interviewee, and having 
the courage to try can lead to 
unexpected results,” Liu said.

Another challenge Liu faces as 
a novice reporter is learning to 
ask her questions with confi­
dence.

Liu admitted that she only 
feels comfortable discussing 
topics she is familiar with and 
can easily get anxious when con­
versations enter areas that are 
new to her.

She recalled an interview with 
a Taiwan law student at Wuhan 
University, where her limited 
legal knowledge left her feeling 
out of her depth, and she strug­
gled to articulate her questions. 

In another instance, when an 
important figure was surround­

-
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During her sophomore year, 
Liu Fang, a student from Taiwan 
studying at Huazhong Universi­
ty of Science and Technology 
(HUST) in Wuhan, Hubei, made 
a significant decision: she 
changed her major from math to 
journalism.

Although her university is 
recognized for its STEM pro­
grams, Liu felt inspired to take a 
different path.

The turning point came when 
Liu participated in a school 
event that required attendees to 
plan, film, and edit a short video 
centered on life at HUST. That 
was her first experience with 
video production.

Inspired by HUSTs nickname 
as the “University in the Forest” 
due to its lush greenery, Liu 
decided to create a campus vlog 
titled Green at HUST. The video 
not only showcased the campus 
environment but also conveyed 
the vibrant spirit of the students 
through the metaphor of green. 

Despite lacking formal train­
ing, Liu managed to sketch a sto­
ryboard and film in various 
locations around campus. 

“Before, while I had many 
ideas, I would often put them 
off,” Liu said. “But when I was 
filming and editing a video, I act­
ed on my ideas right away. That 
made me feel accomplished and 
confirmed my love for this 
work.” —

ed by reporters, Liu’s mentor 
encouraged her to ask a ques­
tion. However, worried about 
making a mistake, Liu hesitated 
and didn’t step forward.

These experiences left Liu 
feeling frustrated but also 
inspired her to approach future 
interviews more boldly.

“It’s really important not to be 
afraid to ask questions, even if 
they seem silly — don’t let any 
opportunity pass you by,” she 
said.

From preparation to wrap­
ping up an interview, the final 
step in completing a report is 
making the video.

For Liu, condensing a wealth 
of interview material into a con­
cise video was a significant chal­
lenge. At first, she struggled with 
deciding what to include, feeling 
uneasy about omitting the voi­
ces of her interviewees.

However, she soon realized 
that as a journalist, she had a 
responsibility to her audience as 
well. “When I focused on the 
quality' and coherence of the 
report, making decisions 
became much easier,” she said.

Liu observed that with the rise 
of new media, the ways content 
is shared have changed signifi­
cantly, with more viewers drawn 
to short, engaging videos. Yet, 
she has found that while these 
videos can quickly capture atten­
tion, they often fail to create a 
lasting impact.

This is why Liu aspires to pro­
duce more in-depth reports in 
the future. “I hope my work can 
truly make a difference or leave a 
lasting impression,” she said.

Following her monthlong 
internship, Liu has gained clari­
ty: she is both well-suited for and 
passionate about journalism. “I 
believe a qualified journalist 
should think critically, stay curi­
ous and sensitive to the world 
around them, and approach 
each interviewee with sincerity?’ 
she said.

I come from Kashmir, a place renowned for its breath­
taking landscapes and complex history. Growing up 
beneath chinar trees, I learned to see them as symbols of 
endurance, each branch a witness to centuries of conflict, 
suffering, and resilience.

In Kashmir, carrying identification is as routine as carry­
ing one’s keys — a daily ritual that acknowledges the under­
lying tension woven into our lives.

When I moved to Shanghai for my PhD at Tongji Univer­
sity in 2022,1 anticipated that this same instinct for cau­
tion would linger — a reflex that had long become second 
nature. But Shanghai offered something unexpected: a life 
shaped not by caution but by trust — a trust so seamlessly 
woven into daily life that it flows through the city like an 
invisible current.

Here in Shanghai, people leave bicycles unlocked, bags 
unattended, and walk freely without a second thought 
about their safety. You pick up deliveries without flashing 
receipts, and people treat you not as an outsider but as 
someone who belongs. The first time I left my laptop unat­
tended in a university cafe, it felt almost rebellious. I hesi­
tated, but returning to find my belongings untouched was 
not just a relief — it was humbling.

It revealed a truth about human nature I had not fully 
understood: that trust could be a foundation, a quiet norm 
rather than something rare. For the first time, I felt what it 
was like to trust a city itself, letting it cradle me without the 
reflexive caution I’d long carried.

In Kashmir, safety is something we manage cautiously. 
We carry identification not as an option but as an unspok­
en rule, and we navigate life with an awareness sharpened 
by necessity. But in Shanghai, safety is an unspoken prom­
ise rather than a guarded privilege. I can walk alone at 
night without looking over my shoulder or even thinking 
to bring my ID — a freedom that felt almost surreal at first. 

On my first day on campus, I noticed chinar trees lining 
the walkways. While these trees symbolize resilience in 
Kashmir, bearing the weight of history and memoiy, they 
seemed lighter here in Shanghai, adapted to a calmer and 
more peaceful environment

These chinar trees became a metaphor for my transfor­
mation — a reminder of where I come from, but also a sym­
bol of the freedom I was discovering.

Living in Shanghai has reshaped not only my under­
standing of trust and safety but also my understanding of 
home. For so long, home was bound to Kashmir, to its chi­
nar trees and its vigilant routines. But Shanghai has shown 
me that home can be found in a sense of peace and free­
dom, in the ability to walk through life unburdened by cau­
tion.

Under the chinar trees of this distant city, I’ve found 
echoes of my origins, as well as a sense of belonging that 
invites me to be part of something larger.

In the end, home is not merely a place; it’s a feeling root­
ed in safety, comfort, and the freedom to be oneself without 
restraint. Sometimes, to truly understand what home 
means, we must journey far from it and experience what 
it’s like to feel completely and quietly safe. Shanghai, with 
its calm reassurances and familiar chinar trees, has given 
me that understanding.

Top right: Liu (first from left) receives awards in a speech and writing 
contest. Above: Liu works on the livestream for a sports event at Huazhong 
University of Science and Technology. Right: Liu reports at an event where 
students from Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan explore the suspended 
monorail line in Wuhan, Hubei. Bottom: Liu participates in a traditional 
Chinese-style costume show at HUST. provided to china daily

"CT

’Y W
TiESt -

Now 21, Liu is studying at 
HUST’s School of Journalism 
and Information Communica­
tion. “As I began my studies, my 
interest in video production 
gradually evolved into a deeper 
understanding of what the jour­
nalism industry is all about,” she 
said.

Still, Liu often questioned 
whether she was truly suited for 
the media industry. Would her 
love for it endure once it became 
her job? This was a recurring 
concern for her.

To find answers, Liu interned 
for a month at a local media out­
let this summer, starting her 

journey as an emerging 
—-—"x. journalist. However, 

A this advancement 
. came with its own 

'h I set of challenges.
Early in her 

I internship, Liu 
was fortunate to 
have the oppor-

l tunity to report 

on several
I events.

Throughout 
the month, she 
gained valua­
ble experience 
with each 
reporting task,

£
For the first time, I felt what it was 
like to tmst a city itself, letting it 
cradle me without the reflexive 
caution I’d long carried.”
Anayat Ali, an Indian student at Tongji University

STEM student discovers a passion for storytelling and is dedicated to creating 
impactful journalism that resonates with her audience.
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Preparing in 
advance, creating a 
comfortable 
environment for the 
interviewee, and 
having the courage 
to try can lead to 
unexpected 
results.”


