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From floating wine vessels to traditional village fairs,

Heritage Expo in Jinan, Shandong 
province, in mid-October, let out 
exclamations of delight and awe.

However, the amazing spectacle 
hasn’t been achieved with the help 
of wearable devices such as virtual 
reality glasses.

continue advocating reform in global 
economic governance and proposing 
to enhance the voice and participa­
tion of developing countries within 
the international financial system.

“China’s inclusive proposals have 
now won the backing of the develop­
ing world and further enhanced the 
balance and stability of the global 
governance system,” said Cui, from 
Renmin University of China.

Brazil, the host of the G20 Sum­
mit this year, has listed the fight 
against hunger, poverty and ine­
quality, as well as the sustainable

The Asia-Pacific Economic Coop­
eration forum in Lima, Peru, sets 
out to ensure greater prosperity in 
the region through the implemen­
tation of the APEC Putrajaya 
Vision 2040, which is based on the 
three pillars of trade and invest­
ment, innovation and digitaliza­
tion, and strong, balanced, secure, 
sustainable and inclusive growth. 
This meeting is the annual eco­
nomic dialogue among countries 
and regions in the Asia-Pacific 
region, with the combined econo­
mies representing about 60 per­
cent of the world’s GDP. 

This forum takes place as the 
world witnesses significant shifts 
in the economic and technological 
competitions promoted by the 
United States through sanctions 
and the logic of zero-sum games, 
an elaborate fabric of narratives in 
which economic security becomes 
part of national security and free 
trade comes shackled with protec­
tionist measures and conditions 
that limit — if not stifle — develop­
ment. The price being paid for 
ensuring such kind of economic 
and technological hegemony is 
indeed high.

The APEC forum thus cannot be 
studied in isolation from this reali­
ty, a duality in which the US denies 
access to its most advanced tech­
nologies in the name of economic 
and global security, while China 
promotes the digital empowerment 
of different countries through 
infrastructure and connectivity 
projects and global initiatives such 
as the Belt and Road Initiative and 
the Global Development Initiative. 
China understands that the grow­
ing interconnection and economic 
integration with other countries 
can benefit itself, and when China 
prospers, the rest of the world will 
be better off.

From this perspective, innova­
tion and digitalization as one of 
the key themes of the APEC forum 
is the bridge to promote the transi­
tion to a digital global economy. It 
is necessary to advance the govern­
ance models required for the 
development of policy frameworks 
and strategies for the formal tran­
sition. It requires, in particular, the 
development of technological and 
logistical infrastructures to facili­
tate the connectivity of goods, mer­
chandise, financial and data flows, 
where China is setting good exam­
ples by helping developing coun­
tries to construct their own 
connectivity projects through the 
digital Belt and Road program and 
other cooperation.

DIGITAL WIZARDRY
BRINGS CHARMS OF ANCIENT 
CULTURAL HERITAGE TO LIFE
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thb: Philippines 120 php: Myanmar 2000 kyat;
Japan 210 yen: Dubai 10 dirham: Pakistan 300 rupee

Visitors watch a calligraphy presentation during the opening of an 
exhibition in Athens, Greece, on Monday. The exhibition is themed 
on the cultural legacy of the Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics and
2022 Winter Olympics. Athens hosted the first modern Olympics in 
1896. MARIOS LOLOS / XINHUA

development of economy, society 
and environment and the reform 
of global governance, as priorities. 

The opening of the summit on 
Monday will be marked by the 
launch of the Global Alliance 
Against Hunger and Poverty, a Bra­
zilian initiative that will mobilize 
countries and international organi­
zations to accelerate efforts to com­
bat hunger and poverty by 2030, 
according to a statement released by 
the Brazilian government.

Brazilian friends to visit China more 
often and witness firsthand the myri­
ad facets of Chinese modernization. 

He expressed die hope that peo­
ple from all walks of life in both 
countries will play a positive role in 
advancing the continuous growdi 
of China-Brazil relations and mak­
ing China-Brazil friendship “flow 
unceasingly like the Yangtze River 
and the Amazon River”.

Cecilia Mello, a professor at the 
University of Sao Paulo, who initiat­
ed the university’s letter to the Chi­
nese president, expressed her joy 
and honor at receiving Xi’s reply.

The film professor, who is also the 
university’s coordinator for the 
“Looking China” project, said that 
during their visit to China, they 
were captivated by the country’s 
stunning landscapes and deeply

Thanks to 3D technology, viewers 
only need to adjust their distance 
from the screen for built-in cameras 
to capture their eye movements. 
The system uses algorithms to 
make the zun, an ancient Chinese 
wine vessel commonly used in cere­
monies, come alive, explained Su, a 
faculty member from the College of 
Art at Beijing Union University.
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Students and teachers at the Uni­
versity of Sao Paulo in Brazil have 
shared their excitement over 
receiving a reply letter from Presi­
dent Xi Jinping, expressing their 
wish for strengthened understand­
ing and enduring friendship 
between the two countries and their 
peoples.

This year marks the 50th anni­
versary of the establishment of dip­
lomatic relations between China 
and Brazil.

In anticipation of Xi’s upcoming 
state visit to Brazil, where he will 
also attend the 19th G20 Summit in 
Rio de Janeiro, 21 students and 
teachers from the university, who 
participated in the “Looking China”

moved by the warmth, resilience 
and strength of the Chinese people. 
She also expressed the wish for an 
everlasting friendship between the 
two nations.

She made the remarks on Tues­
day during the “China-Brazil Youth 
Storytelling” event at the university, 
where over 200 participants from 
the two countries discussed the sig­
nificance of youth and cultural 
exchanges.

Carlos Gilberto Carlotti Junior, 
rector of the university, highlighted 
many similarities between China 
and Brazil and also their vast poten­
tial for cooperation in areas such as 
the economy, agriculture, green ener­
gy, culture and film.

He thanked the “Looking China” 
project for its contributions to 
youth exchanges, and announced

international youth film project, 
wrote a letter to him, expressing 
their delight over his visit

In their letter, the students and 
teachers shared how the project pro­
vided them with deep cultural expe­
riences, insights into China’s 
development, and lasting friend­
ships with Chinese peers, all of which 
they documented through short 
films. They said they believe that 
President Xi’s visit symbolizes a sig­
nificant moment for the two nations 
that will have global implications.

Recently, Xi replied to letters from 
more than 100 friendly individuals 
from all walks of life in Brazil, includ­
ing teachers and students from the 
university, encouraging them to con­
tinuously contribute to China-Brazil 
friendship.

In his reply letter, Xi welcomed

economy and green development 
among member economies”

Carlos Vasquez, the 2024 chair of 
the APEC Senior Officials’ Meeting, 
said in a statement that the 31st 
APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting 
aims to provide greater policy direc­
tion for APEC members to deliver an 
environment that facilitates trade, 
harnesses regional economic inte­
gration and technologically driven 
growth, and sparks business innova­
tion and employment.

As for the G20 Summit, expecta­
tions are running high for Beijing to

growth, digital innovation and sus­
tainable and resilient development 
as its priorities.

In his remarks at the 30th APEC 
leaders’ meeting in 2023, Xi empha­
sized the importance of innovation, 
openness, green development and 
inclusive growth as key drivers to 
usher in another “golden 30 years” 
for the region.

Cui said that China “promotes 
economic integration within the 
Asia-Pacific region through APEC, 
providing practical solutions for 
issues such as connectivity, digital

the establishment of a China Center 
at the university to facilitate future 
collaboration.

Kang Zhen, vice-president of Bei­
jing Normal University, the host of 
the project, said that Xi’s letter has 
helped people better understand 
the importance and responsibility 
of fostering cultural exchanges 
between China and Brazil.

The letter has inspired continued 
efforts in fostering communication 
and enhancing friendship between 
the two nations, he added.

The “Looking China” project has 
seen 14 successful editions since its 
inception in 2011. Since 2016, young 
people from Brazil have participat­
ed in the project for nine consecu­
tive years. They visited 11 cities and 
provincial-level regions in China 
and made a total of 36 short films.

Nov 17 to 21
• Attends the 19th G20 Summit in 

Rio de Janeiro

• Pays a state visit to Brazil

• Holds talks with Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva

www.chinadailyglobal.com
A member of

Nov 13 to 17
• Attends the 31st APEC Economic 

Leaders' Meeting in Lima

• Pays a state visit to Peru

• Holds talks with Peruvian President 
Dina Ercilia Boluarte Zegarra

President Xi Jinping’s trip to Lat­
in America for multilateral gather­
ings and bilateral talks has fueled 
expectations that China will contin­
ue championing inclusive growth 
and better global governance and 
further solidify ties with key part­
ners in the vibrant region.

Xi embarked on the landmark 
trip to Peru and Brazil on Wednes­
day, his sixth visit to the region since 
2013, for the 31st APEC Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting in Lima and the 
19th G20 Summit in Rio de Janeiro. 
He will also make state visits to the 
two nations.
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three-dimensional ancient 
wine vessel suddenly 
appears above a screen, 

floats in the air, and moves in vari­
ous directions under the instruc­
tions of controller Su Gaofeng.

Members of the crowd gathered 
in front of a computer screen at tire 
eighth China Intangible Cultural
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Climate governance
may face bleak future
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Trip expected to 
forge consensus 
on shared goals 
for development

Analysts said Xi’s 
visit will provide a key 
opportunity to deep­
en collaboration with 
major economies,

forge consensus on shared develop­
ment goals, and foster new momen­
tum for global economic integration, 
while contributing to the evolving 
multipolar world order.

Cui Shoujun, founder and director 
of tiie Center for Latin American 
Studies at Renmin University of Chi­
na, said the presence of the Chinese 
president at the two key economic 
forums showcases Beijing’s unequiv­
ocal support for multilateralism.

“China advocates addressing global 
issues through consultation and coop­
eration and opposing unilateralism 
and protectionism. This approach fos­
ters unity between developing and 
developed countries, prompting them 
to jointly seek a win-win solution for 
global governance,” Cui said.

Analysts said Beijing’s position 
will resonate strongly with the 
theme of the APEC Economic Lead­
ers’ Week this year, which named 
trade and investment for inclusive
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Sister cities plan joint efforts in tourism development

QiXin contributed to this story.

Photos display deepening friendship with Brazil

I

i-

Experiencing deja vu on streets of Peruvian capital
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By CHENG SI in Beijing 
and SHI BAOYIN in Zhengzhou

Seated in the middle row of an 
economy class, I flew from Beijing 
to Madrid, then to Sao Paulo, 
thinking about my final destina­
tion as the window-seat passen­
gers changed from a young man in 
black T-shirt to a woman in a red 
coat, and finally to an elegant lady 
with pink nail polish and a pink- 
cased iPad.

Taking three connection flights 
and having twenty-five hours of 
flight, I finally arrived at Lima, the 
capital of Peru, where this year’s 
APEC Economic Leaders’ Week is 
being held.

The long journey left me feeling 
dizzy, and the hair I had freshly 
washed before boarding became

frizzy halfway through the flight. 
If I were to dig a hole straight 

down from China, through the 
Earth’s core, I would probably 
emerge in the country on the 
western coast of South America. 
In another word, it’s one of the far­
thest places I could reach from 
China.

Yet this place doesn’t feel entire­
ly foreign. Along the roads, I occa­
sionally spotted Chinese 

restaurant signs in Mandarin. The 
Peruvian Spanish word for “Chi­
nese restaurant” is chifa, a term 
derived from the Chinese pronun­
ciation for “eating”, brought over 
by Chinese migrants who braved 
the Pacific Ocean to reach Peru 
more than a century ago. 

Beyond culinary culture, those 
early Chinese immigrants also 
brought them with skills and 
trades, contributing to Peru’s 
social and economic development. 
Today, about 10 percent of the 
country’s population has Chinese 
ancestry.

In an interview in June, Peruvian 
President Dina Ercilia Boluarte 
Zegarra told me, ‘The Chinese-Pe­

ruvian community, also known as 
Tiisan, has left its mark on national 
culture.”

“Moreover, we have prominent 
figures within the Tusan commu­
nity who have contributed to our 
country’s development,” she said, 
giving the example of Teresa Joo 
de Siu, whom she said played a 
key role in the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between 
Peru and China.

As I was writing this log, I sur­
prisingly realized that Teresa Joo de 
Siu was also a journalist, like me. 

Her passion for sharing China’s 
progress led her to work as a trans­
lator and reporter for La Voz de la 
Colonia China, the oldest Chinese 

newspaper in South America. 
In 1971, as the manager of this 

heritage newspaper, Teresa Joo de 
Siu carried a confidential letter 
from Peru’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to the Chinese Embassy in 
Chile, helping to establish a diplo­
matic bridge between China and 
Peru that lias only strengthened 
overtime.

On the way from the airport to my 
hotel, I also felt a sense of deja vu in 
the dilapidated red-brick buildings 
and narrow lanes I passed.

Born in a small town in central 
China in the late 1980s, I grew up 
with similar sights. But in the 
past few decades, China has 
undergone dramatic changes in 
socioeconomic development.

It was at that moment that I tru­
ly understood what the Peruvian 
Ambassador to China, Marco V.

Balarezo, meant in a recent inter­
view when he said, “Infrastructure 
has been a fundamental pillar of 
China’s development, and Peru 
could benefit from its experience 
in planning and executing large 
projects, such as the Chancay Port.” 

The Chancay Port, a project 
with Chinese investment, is sched­
uled to begin trial operations in 
mid-to-late November, establish­
ing a direct maritime route from 
Peru to China.

I believe that this route, like the 
ancient maritime Silk Road 
opened by Chinese migrants head­
ing to Peru all those years ago, will 
contribute to Peru’s economic and 
social development.

Hopefully, the Peruvian people 
will witness their country’s growth 
in the coming decades, just as I 
have witnessed mine.
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The launch ceremony of the pho­
to album “Beautiful China, Beauti­
ful Brazil” and the accompanying 
photo exhibition was held on Mon­
day in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

The photo album themed on the 
friendly collaboration between Chi­
na and Brazil, features over a hun­
dred photographs, highlighting the 
natural beauty, culture, economic 
and trade exchanges, cultural inter­
actions and cooperative achieve­
ments between the two nations.

Chinese ambassador to Brazil 
Zhu Qingqiao wrote in the 
forewords for the album that the 
photo album vividly captures the 
magnificent scenery, diverse cul­
tures and social traditions of both 
countries, reflecting the fruitful out­
comes of their pragmatic coopera­
tion and vibrant people-to-people 
exchanges. Zhu said he hoped that 
the collaboration in all sectors with 
Brazil would inject fresh energy into

By JIMENA ESTEBAN

in Buenos Aires, Argentina

By YANG RAN 

yangranl@chinadaily.com.cn

places have established very deep 
and strong economic relations in 
recent years, especially in the auto­
mobile sector.

Zhengzhou Yutong Group Co, a 
manufacturer of commercial vehi­
cles and electric buses headquar­
tered in Henan’s Zhengzhou, has so 
far taken a market share of 20 per­
cent of Peru’s vehicle market.

In June, Yutong signed a con­
tract with Pluz Peru, a distribution 
of electric energy company, to 
introduce two electric buses con­
necting Machupicchu district and 
Machu Picchu, with each of the 
buses expected to carry 300 pas­
sengers and a maximum battery 
range of 250 km. The introduction 
and future operation of electric 
buses will help Peru to reduce car­
bon emissions of 40 tons each year, 
maintaining sustainable tourism 
development in Peru.

geographical and cultural bounda­
ries. This deepening partnership is 
not just about trade but also strate­
gic collaboration in technology, 
renewable energy, and sustainable 
development, Nobrega noted.

The beauty of Brazil’s tropical 
rainforests and China’s majestic 
mountains reminds us of our shared 
goals of sustainable development 
and environmental protection, he 
said, adding that this album under­
scores in an interconnected world, 
no country can prosper alone. The 
solidarity between Brazil and China 
is a commitment to shared prosperi­
ty and a future global community 
based on peace and unity, he said.

Over 150 representatives from 
politics, media, think tanks, culture 
and business from both countries 
attended the launch ceremony.

The event was guided by the 
Information Office of the State 
Council of China and hosted by the 
China Foreign Languages Publish­
ing Administration and the Legisla­
tive Assembly of Rio de Janeiro.

The writer is a freelance
journalistfor China Daily.

The county received over 80 
overseas delegations and around 
30.8 million tourist visits last year, 
with these tourism visits generat­
ing a revenue of 15.14 billion yuan 
($2.1 billion), up 155.7 percent year- 
on-year.

Ding Wenxia, Party secretary of 
Zhongmu, said that the county has 
taken all-around steps to trans­
form from a major agricultural 
county into a tourism power by 
releasing supportive policies and 
introducing sustainable invest­
ment to turn the existing cultural 
resources into tourism attrac­
tions.

She said that the county-level 
government has made great efforts 
to optimize the tourism-related 
infrastructure and facilities on 
transportation and accommoda­
tion, and give stronger support to 
some smart tourism development 
events to give tourists immersive 
and futuristic experiences.

In addition to the promising 
tourism cooperation prospects 
between Henan and Peru, the two 
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mining regions including Apuri- 
mac, Cajamarca, Ancash, Arequi- 
pa and Moquegua. Copper 
projects account for 73 percent of 
the total investment in mining.

And along with growing invest­
ment in mining and infrastruc­
ture, trade between China and 
Peru lias expanded. Last year, 
trade volume between the two 
countries reached $37.69 billion, 
up 0.8 percent year-on-year, 
according to the statistics pub­
lished on the official website of 
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Fishmeal and blueberries are 
key products besides copper. This 
is partly facilitated by a free trade 
agreement, or FTA, signed in 
2009. Chile and Costa Rica also 
have FTAs with China.

As it is, Peru is the second-larg­
est destination for Chinese invest­
ment in Latin America after Brazil. 

Last April, Peru and China met 
to promote cooperation in fields 
such as minerals, energy, manu­
facturing and agriculture. During 
the meeting, Peruvian President 
Dina Ercilia Boluarte Zegarra said 
China’s investment is key for 
national development plans.

“Beyond the thematic focuses 
related to trade, investment, digi­
talization and inclusive sustaina­
ble growth, Peru uses these spaces 
for cooperation, technology trans­
fer, benchmarking, and learning 
from other experiences, such as 
special economic zones,” said 
Mathews. “It also capitalizes on 
one-on-one negotiations, some­
thing Peru has effectively lever­
aged, becoming one of the most 
open economies in Latin America.” 

Aquino said APEC members 
anticipate signing trade and mod­
ernization deals at the meeting in 
mid-November.

“China has a significant impact 
because it is the largest trading 
partner of almost all the APEC 
economies, especially Peru and 
Chile, and it is also a major inves­
tor,” Aquino said.

In addition, the APEC meeting 
aims to continue to increase trade, 
investment and economic coopera­
tion among members.

View of the Chancay port in Chancay, 78 kilometers north of the 
Peruvian capital Lima, on Oct 29. cris bouroncle / afp

developing bilateral ties.
Brazilian ambassador to China 

Marcos Galvao highlighted in the 
foreword that the album demon­
strates how China and Brazil are 
connected through their similarities 
and differences. Despite the many 
differences in the two nations’ histo­
ry, culture and geography, the two 
sides have jointly explored a path to 
a more prosperous future through 
dialogue and the development of 
partnerships, he said.

Gao Anming, editor-in-chief of 
the China Foreign Languages Pub­
lishing Administration, delivered a 
speech at the launch ceremony, 
emphasizing that over the past 50 
years, China and Brazil have 
achieved significant cooperation in 
various fields, injecting new vitality 
into their economic and social 
development and bringing tangible 
benefits to their peoples.

Each photo in the album and 
exhibition reflects the deep friend­
ship and shared memories of the 
Chinese and Brazilian people, high-
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UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Zhongmu county has a history of 

over 2,700 years, dating back to the 
Spring and Autumn Period (770 - 
476 BC). The county' boasts diversi­
fied intangible cultural heritages 
including black pottery, clay sculp­
ture and paper cutting arts, and is 
the origin of Chinese traditional 
instrument of Konghou.

Based on the rich cultural and 
tourism resources, Zhongmu has 
made efforts to develop its tourism 
in recent years. Establishing sister 
city relations with Machupicchu is 
one of the explorative steps the 
county has taken to raise its global 
reputation, said the county’s offi­
cials.

Zhongmu, which used to rely on 
agriculture for economic income, 
has channeled increasing invest­
ment and efforts to shape it into an 
attractive destination for both 
domestic and international tour­
ists. It has made full use of its rich 
cultural resources to develop 
theme parks, leisure resorts and 
launch night tour routes.

Decked 
up city

Thanks to significant invest­
ments and growing trade, China is 
expanding its presence throughout 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
markets. This is particularly true in 
Peru, where the Asian giant has 
become the top mining investor.

China now accounts for a big 
part of Peru’s mining investment 
portfolio. China’s investment is 
particularly focused on copper, of 
which Peru is the world’s third- 
largest producer.

These links have gained added 
significance alongside the grow­
ing importance of the APEC 
forum, the annual meeting of 
which is being held in Peru and 
attended by leaders from its 21 
member economies.

China’s growing presence in 
Peru is significant not only for the 
country but also for its neighbors 
in South America and other part­
ners in Asia, said Carlos Aquino, a 
professor of economics at Peru’s 
National University of San Mar­
cos, which is located in the capital, 
Lima.

“Peru lacks sufficient roads, rail­
ways and ports, and these are pre­
cisely the sectors where Chinese 
investment has increased in recent 
years,” Aquino told China Daily.

Aquino added that China’s 
investment in the country 
increased initially in mining, and 
later, its influence grew in Peru’s 
hydroelectric plants, road con­
struction and other infrastructure. 

A particularly important exam­
ple is China’s large investment in 
the Chancay mega port, which will 
begin trial operations in Novem­
ber and with ships traveling to and 
from Shanghai. The port is expect­
ed to emerge as a more efficient 
hub for trade among APEC econo­
mies in Asia and South America, 
economist Juan Carlos Mathews 
said.

Chancay is jointly owned by Chi­
na’s COSCO Shipping and Volcan, 
a Peruvian mining firm.

China’s investments in Peru’s 
mining sector reach about $11.4 
billion across seven mining pro­
jects in Peru. These investments 
are distributed across Peru’s key 

Hosted by Peru, forum signifies Asian 
giant’s growing influence in the region

Zhongmu county in Henan prov­
ince of central China and Peru’s 
Machupicchu have reached a con­
sensus to develop sister city rela­
tions. The two intend to make joint 
efforts to push forward tourism 
development in the future.

A delegation led by Machupic- 
chu’s mayor Elvis Lexin La Torre 
Unacori visited Henan’s capital city 
Zhengzhou and Zhongmu county 
in late September, during which 
Zhongmu and Machupicchu 
agreed to establish friendly rela­
tions. The two sides plan to sign a 
letter of intent and a letter of agree­
ment in the near future.

The two cities both have long­
standing history and rich tourism 
resources. The Machupicchu dis­
trict in Peru’s Province of Urubam- 
ba, South America, is home to the 
well-preserved relics of Machu Pic­
chu. Built in the 15th century and 
known as the “lost city of the 
Incas”, it was listed in 1983 as a

People walk by a 
pedestrian lane 
decorated with the 
Asia-Pacific Eco­
nomic Cooperation, 
or APEC elements 
in Lima, capital of 
Peru, on Tuesday. 
Government lead­
ers and high-rank­
ing officials, 
representatives 
from private enter­
prises, experts, 
scholars and media 
personnel from 21 
economies in the 
Asia-Pacific region 
are attending the 
annual meeting. 
FENG YONGBIN/ CHINA 
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lighting the diverse natural land­
scapes and cultural scenes of both 
countries, as well as their common 
aspirations fora better life, said Gao. 

Tia Ju, the second vice-president 
of the Legislative Assembly of Rio de 
Janeiro and president of the Brazil- 
China Parliamentary Front, 
remarked that since the establish­
ment of diplomatic relations, China 
and Brazil have strengthened their 
ties, achieving remarkable results in 
key areas such as economy, culture 
and education. In this process, cul­
tural exchange has played a crucial 
role in helping to foster mutual 
understanding and trust between 
our two countries, allowing Brazil­
ians and Chinese to better appreci­
ate the richness and beauty of each 
other’s cultures, she said.

Henrique Nobrega, president of 
the Brazil-China Friendship Associ­
ation, stated that the photo album 
not only showcases the landscapes 
and the peoples of China and Brazil 
but also conveys an important mes­
sage: their friendship transcends
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Peru looking to expand
cooperation with China
Agreements in a range of fields expected to be signed during Xi’s visit

Forum: Strengthening high-level dialogues necessary
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Visit: Nations’ ties ‘pivotal for the Global South’
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Examples set by such shared 
development will allow us to be 
at the forefront of openness and 
global development. 

That is why, despite a healthy 
turnout of different international 
leaders at the APEC forum, Latin 
American countries are waiting 
with great expectations for the par­
ticipation of China. This platform 
allows many nations to get closely
acquainted with and engage in the 
Chinese dream.

The APEC forum’s original poten­
tial as a multilateral mechanism of 
dialogue and cooperation to take on 
global challenges and consolidate 
an open, dynamic, resilient and 
peaceful Asia-Pacific community 
has expanded to become a platform 
to promote scientific and techno­

logical exchanges and cooperation, 
sharing digital empowerment, cor­
porate digital identity and the tran­
sition to a green economy. 

However, the APEC forum also 
faces challenges in integrating its 
member economies and reaching 
an agreement about the present 
and future global reality. Member 
economies will be tested with the 
question of what to do to ensure 
that the Asia-Pacific remains the 
world’s most dynamic and inter­
connected regional economy. Most 
urgently and importantly, they need 
to strike a consensus on the signifi­
cance of maintaining and uphold­
ing the rules and working functions 
of the existing multilateral organi­
zations of trade and economic 
cooperation in delivering an orderly 
and well-functioning multilateral 
trading system.

ground of interests, benefits and 
commitments to guarantee its uni­
versal shared values.

China’s dynamic, innovative and 
fresh spirit at the APEC forum will 
leave a deep imprint. In the face of 
the challenges posed by the West, 
China’s wisdom, solution and 
strength show the potential of an 
independent path to progress and 
prosperity of mankind, offering 
hope and viable alternatives to 
nations seeking to expedite devel­
opment without compromising 
their autonomy and dignity.

Jimena Esteban is a freelance jour­
nalistfor China Daily.

Contact the writers at
kelly@chinadailyapac.com

L \

77te author is director of the
Doctorate Program in Public and 
Business Management at the Costa 
Rica-based Central American
Institute of Public Administration. 
The views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

is China’s fourth-largest trading 
partner in Latin America.

“China has consistently taken a pro­
active approach to promoting mutu­
ally beneficial cooperation with Peru,” 
said Cui, from Renmin University of 
China. “Bilateral cooperation has 
developed into a comprehensive, mul­
tilevel and wide-ranging framework, 
with the relationship serving as a 
model for friendly cooperation 
between China and Latin America.”

During talks with visiting Peruvian 
President Dina Ercilia BoluarteZegar- 
ra in June, Xi named Chancay Port, a 
mega port constructed by a Chinese 
company, as a new maritime hub link­
ing Latin America with Asia, aiming 
to make the “Chancay-to-Shanghai” 
route a true path to shared prosperity 
and development for China and Pem. 

Zhou, from the Chinese Academy 

While the APEC forum has been 
imbued with a great collaborative 
spirit reflected in the multiple con­
sensus agreements, it is necessary 
to strengthen high-level political 
dialogues. There are no winners in 
zero-sum games, and protection­
ism cannot solve the US’ problems. 
Neither does an all-but-China 
mentality. The forum serves as an 
invitation to dialogue on solutions 
to current challenges and confron­
tations, jointly promoting mutual­
ly beneficial cooperation, and 
strengthening scientific and tech­
nological exchanges to advance the 
prosperity of civilizations.

The construction of a long-term 
temporal vision of the APEC forum 
depends on at least three factors, 
namely, ensuring shared benefits, 
mutual dependence and reciprocity 
among all parties, and a common 

By YANG HAN in Hong Kong 
and JIMENA ESTEBAN 

in Buenos Aires, Argentina

ByMOJINGXI

mojingcci@chinadaily.com.cn

gateway for South American trade 
with Asia, and China in particular, 
the ambassador said.

“With this infrastructure, Peru 
will become a logistics hub for inter­
national trade in the Pacific,” he said, 
adding that the two countries are 
also negotiating an action plan to 
establish a road map for implement­
ing high-quality Belt and Road 
cooperation, which was elaborated 
on by President Xi last year.

Balarezo said that Peru, as the 
host of APEC this year, is commit­
ted to strengthening its ties with 
the Asia-Pacific region, particularly 
with China.

In this context, APEC 2024 rep­
resents a key platform for promot­
ing new cooperation initiatives, 
especially in areas such as digital 
economy integration, green ener­
gy transition and inclusive growth, 
he said.

The ambassador said that Chi­
na’s experience in infrastructure 
development, digital transforma­
tion and poverty reduction is high­
ly valuable for Peru.

Noting that infrastructure has 
been a fundamental pillar of Chi­
na’s development, Balarezo said 
that Peru could benefit from the 
nation’s experience in planning 
and executing large projects that 
are crucial to improving the coun­
try’s connectivity, productivity and 
competitiveness.

China’s advancements in digital 
transformation also offer a road 
map for closing social and develop­
ment gaps in Peru, particularly 
regarding rural communities’ 
access to technology and digital 
services, he said.

Ready for 
gathering

Zhou Zhiwei, a senior research fel­
low at the Institute of Latin American 
Studies at the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, said that China and 
Brazil share a wide range of consen­
sus points on global governance, and 
the unified stance between the two 
emerging countries is essential for 
formulating joint proposals for the 
Global South.

“The alignment between China 
and Brazil on the upcoming G20 
Summits three priority issues is not 
only pivotal for the Global South, but 
also for the future of global econom­
ic governance,” he said.

The two nations have also jointly 
issued a six-point proposal on push­
ing for the political settlement of the 
Ukraine crisis and calling for the 
de-escalation of the situation. The 
proposal has received widespread 
support from the international 
community.

China is the first major country to 
support the accession of the African 
Union to the G20, while Beijing has 
also long advocated bridging the 
“digital divide” between the Global 
North and the Global South, and 
advancing reforms in the interna­
tional financial structure.

The trip is also expected to inject 
fresh impetus into the building of a

China-Latin America community 
with a shared future.

China stands as the region’s second- 
largest trading partner as well as the 
largest trading partner for many 
countries in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, having signed free trade 
agreements with five nations and now 
engaging in high-quality Belt and 
Road cooperation with 22 countries. 

The areas of collaboration have 
steadily expanded beyond traditional 
sectors such as trade, finance and 
infrastructure, to now include emerg­
ing fields such as energy, digital tech­
nology and aerospace, Lin Jian, a 
spokesman for die Foreign Ministry, 
told a news briefing on Tuesday.

“China has always been a trusted 
true friend and good partner to Lat­
in American and Caribbean coun­
tries and their people, and the 
relationships have entered a new era 
of equality, mutual benefit, innova­
tion, openness and people-centered 
development,” he said.

Analysts also highlighted the win­
win nature of cooperation with Peru 
and Brazil and the immense potential 
for China to scale up the cooperation. 

Xi will be making his second state 
visit to Peru, a country with robust 
trading ties with China. China is 
Peru’s largest global trading partner, 
its largest export market, and its 
largest source of imports, while Peru 

nity for development, and calls for 
deepening and continuing the dia­
logue and friendship,” he said.

Burotto said that China’s unique 
capabilities could significantly con­
tribute to jointly finding solutions 
to socioeconomic development 
challenges.

The APEC meetings will serve as a 
catalyst for deeper economic integra­
tion between China and Latin Amer­
ica, fostering increased trade and 
investment by air and sea, as well as 
virtually, in a mutually beneficial 
relationship that promotes trade, 
investment and shared prosperity, 
he added.

Walsh, from the Pacific Basin Eco­
nomic Council, highlighted APEC’s 
efforts in improving trade facilita­
tion, investing in green technology 
and fostering the digital economy.

Streamlining customs procedures 
and reducing tariffs can significant­
ly boost the flow of trade, and APEC 
members should also prioritize ini­
tiatives that enhance digital infra­
structure and regulatory coherence, 
he said.

Robson Cardoch Valdez, a profes­
sor of international relations at the 
Brazilian Institute of Education, 
Development and Research, said 
that economic and trade coopera­
tion should be tools to foster dia­
logue and bridge cultural, religious 
and governance differences.

Greater APEC participation will 
create more possibilities for different 
economic players to benefit from 
energy transition and from sectors 
such as electric vehicles and semi­
conductors, he said.

These opportunities will allow 
nonmember economies to access 
trade networks and technological 
advancements and participate in 
green infrastructure, aligning them 
with global sustainability standards 
and facilitating their integration 
into global trade, Valdez said.

He added that APEC as a forum 
for cooperation based on consensus 
gives the group the flexibility to 
adapt to different conditions and 
accommodate the interests of its 
current members, as well as those of 
prospective members.

Kim Heung-chong, a professor by 
special appointment at the Graduate 
School of International Studies, 
Korea University in Seoul, South 
Korea, said the Asia-Pacific region 
could better promote globalization. 

To do so, it needs to make greater 
use of existing regional trade agree­
ments and initiate new preferential 
trade agreements, such as the pro­
posed China-South Korea-Japan 
free trade agreement, he added.

of substantial negotiations to 
upgrade Peru’s free trade agreement 
with China, aiming to expand bilat­
eral trade by incorporating new are­
as, such as environmental 
protection, e-commerce and global 
supply chai ns.

“With this upgrade, significant 
increases in transaction volume are 
anticipated, as well as greater 
diversification of Peruvian exports 
into nontraditional sectors like 
agriculture and high-value fisher­
ies, among other sectors,” he said. 

China and Peru enjoy a strong 
economic and trade relationship. 
For 10 consecutive years, China has 
been Peru’s biggest trading partner, 
while Peru has been China’s sec­
ond-largest investment destination 
in Latin America.

Balarezo said that Chancay Port, a 
landmark project under the two 
countries’ Belt and Road coopera­
tion, is considered one of the largest 
port investments in South America. 

The inauguration of the port on 
Thursday by both presidents will 
estabfish a direct route from Shang­
hai to Chancay across the Pacific, 
reducing dependence on intermedi­
ary routes and positioning Peru as a

Visitors shop for Warmpaca alpaca dolls on Nov 5 during the seventh 
China International Import Expo in Shanghai. The brand is now
available in over 30 shopping malls in China, jin mamengni / xinhua
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The Asia-Pacific Economic Coop­
eration will remain vital for globali­
zation, with die group’s meetings in 
Pera aiming to highlight its role as 
the gateway for trade and invest­
ment from China and Asia to Latin 
America, experts said.

Michael Walsh, executive director 
of the Pacific Basin Economic Coun­
cil, an organization of CEOs and 
business leaders, said this year’s 
gathering serves as a pivotal plat­
form for fostering inclusive econom­
ic growth across the Asia-Pacific 
region, especially against the back- 
drop of changing political winds 
with regard to trans-Pacific trade.

In the face of economic challen­
ges and the attack on free trade, 
APEC is seeking to reinforce region­
al cooperation and globalization 
while supporting a sustainable 
recovery, he said.

The priorities for this year’s meet­
ings include trade and investment for 
inclusive and interconnected growth, 
innovation and digitalization to pro­
mote the transition to a formal and 
global economy, and sustainable 
growth for resilient development. 

‘We anticipate that the discus­
sions will lead to actionable strate­
gies that facilitate efficient 
implementation initiatives and 
interoperability in cross-border 
trade, allowing for a more equitable 
redistribution of resources and 
opportunities throughout the 
region,” Walsh added.

Alejandro Indacochea, president 
of law firm Indacochea Asociados, 
said the APEC gathering is a signifi­
cant event for Peru, which could 
become the hub of Latin American 
integration with Asia.

“The 21st century belongs to the 
Pacific Basin, where the fastest- 
growing economies are found,” said 
Indacochea, who is also founding 
professor of the Centrum Business 
School at Pontifical Catholic Univer­
sity of Peru.

He said the upcoming inaugura­
tion of Chancay Port, a key project in 
Pera under the Belt and Road Initia­
tive, will be a historic event for both 
the country and Latin America. 
Ships from Asia weighing 50,000 
tons, which previously could not 
dock in Peru, can now arrive at the 
new port, he said, adding that the 
shipping time could also be reduced 
by 12 to 15 days.

Renzo Burotto, a historian from 
Chile, said the 21 APEC economies 
vary widely in size, capacity and com­
parative advantages, but all mem­
bers are treated as equals on the 
platform.

“China, as an APEC member, has 
traditionally emphasized Asia-Pacif­
ic cooperation as an area of opportu­

the ministerial level, involving sec­
tors such as infrastructure, health, 
agriculture, housing, sanitation, 
finance, economy and foreign rela­
tions,” Balarezo said.

The most crucial meetings have 
been the two between both 
presidents — one in San 
Francisco last year and the 
other in Beijing in June — 
during which important 
consensus was reached on 
international, regional and 
bilateral issues, he said.

Xi’s visit to Lima will 
mark the third meeting 
between the two presi­
dents within just one year. 

“Our goal is to 
strengthen bilateral cooperation in 
infrastructure, digital economy, 
green development, digital health 
and education, and industrializa­
tion, among others,” the ambassa­
dor said.

According to Balarezo, the high 
frequency of political contact has also 
contributed to an increase in bilater­
al trade and Chinese investment

It was during the Peruvian presi­
dent’s visit to China in June that the 
two sides announced the conclusion

A child wearing a 
traditional costume 
walks past booths 
showcasing
handicraft items 
on Tuesday 
at the APEC 2024 
International 
Media Center 
in Lima, Peru. 
FENG YONGBIN 

/ CHINA DAILY

The win-win cooperation between 
China and Item is to be deepened 
and expanded to covermore areas, as 
an array of agreements are 
expected to be signed dur­
ing President Xi Jinping’s 
state visit to the Latin 
American country, Peruvi­
an Ambassador to China 
Marco V Balarezo said.

Xi’s trip, starting on 
Wednesday, will be his 
second visit to Peru in
eight years. During the Marco V. 
visit, he will hold talks Balarezo 
with Peruvian President 
Dina Ercilia Boluarte Zegarra for : 
an in-depth exchange of views on 
bilateral relations and cooperation ; 
in priority areas. ;

Balarezo told China Daily in a 
written interview that high-level < 
exchanges are essential for 
strengthening mutual trust and 
friendship and expanding areas of < 
cooperation. ;

“In recent years, Peru and China 
have engaged in a very fruitful polit- <
ical dialogue with many meetings at

APECPERU
2024

of Social Sciences, said the port, 
another landmark project under the 
Belt and Road Initiative, will signifi­
cantly cut logistics costs, elevate ties 
between Beijing and Lima, and 
make Peru a key hub for China’s 
cooperation with Latin America.

He also pointed out that coopera­
tion on science and technology could 
emerge as a new growth engine for 
ties between China and Brazil.

“The frequent interactions 
between President Xi and the leaders 
of Brazil and Peru demonstrate 
strong political mutual trust,” he 
said. “This latest round of high-level 
diplomacy is expected to further 
enhance China’s ties and cooperation 
with both countries.”

APEC meetings gateway to 
Sino-Latin American trade
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Digital: Tech-infused heritage
dazzles visitors to expos
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Each time a kite is launched, its 
design changes within the confines 
of a digital painting that features a 
Chinese garden and traditional 
architecture.

“We not only want the audience 
to see and experience it, but convey 
the culture embedded within it,” 
Chen said, adding that the kites are 
not just a cultural symbol, but also 
carry joyful childhood memories. 

She said she focused on the kite in 
the hope of preserving traditional 
cultural elements through modern 
technology, including interactive 
technology and VR, to give it new 
life and expression.

Chen and ALight decided the 
background should be a classical 
painting by Zhao Boju, an artist 
during the Song Dynasty (960- 
1279). The work features historical 
pavilions, and mountains touched 
by floating clouds.

“It was selected due to its rich ele­
ments that suit the spatial design of 
the whole exhibit, transitioning 
from distant to near elements. The

artwork’s content and style also fit 
well with the narrative of traditional 
kite culture,” Chen explained.

To provide the user with a real 
sense of interaction, the creation 
team used a mechanical device to 
simulate the pulling of the kite 
string. Algorithms were also used to 
simulate aerodynamics, with the 
kite swaying as it flies through the 
air, Chen said.

To better engage users, a new kite 
style is randomly generated every 
new flight.

“This not only allows each visitor 
to experience different kites, but 
also ensures that every interaction 
is unique,” she added.

This digital kite flying experi­
ence has already been displayed at 
several cultural and digital art 
exhibitions. Chen said she lias been 
overwhelmed by the positive and 
enthusiastic response of visitors. 

“Many of them said the interac­
tive experience brought back the 
pure joy of their childhood memo­
ries associated with flying kites, and 
the digital interaction provided 
them with a fresh perspective and 
experience of traditional culture,” 
Chen said.

talk, and crosstalk, all of which 
remain popular among Chinese 
people.

“Using technologies such as 3D 
modeling and spatial positioning, 
we have brought the grand scenes of 
the fair into an AR virtual environ­
ment,” Zhang said.

Through motion-sensing devices, 
visitors can touch and “play” the 
instruments of the performing art­
ists and read their scripts, he added. 

Expo visitors also had the oppor­
tunity to experience flying a kite 
indoors through the Kite Travels 
program developed by Shanghai­
based digital technology firm 
ALight, and artist Chen Hailan.

“By pulling a kite string on a 
screen, an audience member can 
not only control the rise and fall of 
the digital kite, but also feel the ten­
sion in the string,” said Chen, who 
was born in Yangjiang, Guangdong 
province.

Yangjiang’s kite craftsmanship was 
named a provincial intangible cultur­
al heritage in Guangdong in 2006.

difficulty and hone their skills.
Before the interactive program’s 

launch in July, Zhang said his team 
had conducted extensive surveys on 
different age groups and careers, 
and optimized the design according 
to the feedback.

The goal was to enable more peo­
ple to experience the unique charm 
of tai chi firsthand, he said.

In 2020, tai chi was included in 
the UNESCO Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity.

*

1

Mi'

s -----

chi enthusiasts prefer practicing in 
specific environments,” Zhang 
added.

His team wrote computer code for 
each function, covering real-time 
user movement detection, gesture 
recognition, and evaluations. “We 
adopted Kinect technology to 
achieve motion-sensing interaction, 
providing users with a real experi­
ence,” Zhang said.

Users begin the immersive tai chi 
experience by standing inside a blue 
circle and raising their right hand. 
So far, the system offers eight classic 
tai chi movements.

“It guides users through each 
movement using on-screen text, 
voice prompts, and real video dem­
onstrations. Using Kinect’s skeletal 
tracking, the system compares users’ 
movements to the preset standard 
movements and provides real-time 
feedback such as ‘perfect’ or ‘good’ or 
‘try again’, helping users adjust their 
movements,” Zhang explained.

A rating system encourages users 
to work their way through levels of

The visual display is intended to 
help expo visitors gain a better 
appreciation of the artwork and its 
intricate cloisonne craftsmanship, 
which was named a national intan­
gible cultural heritage in 2006.

“In the virtual world, we’ve set up 
the entire process of cloisonne pro­
duction, from blueprints, mold 
making, wire inlays, enamel paint­
ing, firing, and polishing to gilding,” 
said Su, who specializes in 3D-ani- 
mation design, 3D-digital sculp­
ture, and VR development.

“Now, with the aid of technology, 
the audience can experience this in 
a very short amount of time,” he 
said, explaining it’s difficult for the 
public to gain access to the art form 
due to its high level of craftsman­
ship and the complex production 
process involved.

“It requires a high level of expert­
ise and dozens of artisans to partici­
pate and work together, and the 
production cycle is long,” Su said. 

“Especially the enamel firing pro­
cess, which requires a temperature 
above 800 degrees, making it hard 
for ordinary people to experience or 
appreciate it directly?’ Su added.

The 3D modeling and rendering 
can give a realistic depiction of the 
form, colors, textures, and details 
of the objects, and immerse view­
ers in the craftsman’s environment. 

“We have enhanced interactivity 
by using augmented reality, and vis­
itors can use AR spatial interactive 
pens to explore the full production 
process of cloisonne, including 
steps such as making the base, 
applying the wirework, adding 
enamel, and firing,” Su added.

Fairground attractions
Expo visitors were also able to 

experience the Majie Quyi fair 
through an AR program developed 
by the lab.

The fair was named a national 
intangible cultural heritage in 2006. 
Boasting a history of more than 700 
years, it was traditionally hosted 
during Spring Festival in Baofeng 
county, Henan, and featured various 
Chinese folk arts, including ballad 
singing, comic dialogues, clapper

Children view digitalized shadow puppets at the Science and Technology Museum in Luoyang, Henan province, on June 29. The interactive
exhibits showcased the origins, evolution and inheritance of shadow puppets, provided to china daily

• ...
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Left: A child is immersed, via a digital device, in the process of 
cloisonne craft at the expo in October, provided to china daily 

Above: Students from Beijing University of Technology show­
case their design mechanism for Danzhou Diaosheng puppets, 
a national intangible cultural heritage, during a science festi­

val in Beijing on Oct 9. u muyi / for china daily 
Right: A visitor tries a virtual-reality experience at the Suzhou 

Museum of Imperial Kiln Brick, provided to china daily

1
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Enamel veneer
Cloisonne production was one of 

the many subjects explained 
through high-tech methods at the 
expo, which was hosted by the Min­
istry of Culture and Tourism, to 
bring intangible cultural heritage 
items closer to the public.

The expo, which ran from Oct 17 
to 21, showcased the achievements 
of China’s intangible cultural heri­
tage protection over the 20 years 
since it joined the UNESCO Con­
vention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
according to the ministry.

More cultural items have made 
their presence felt in the modem 
age with the aid of technology.

Tai chi has recently increased in 
popularity among young people, 
and some of them have practiced 
the martial art with the help of a vir­
tual instructor. The virtual guide 
was developed by the Henan Intan­
gible Cultural Heritage Creative 
and Intelligent Design Lab at 
Zhengzhou University of Light 
Industry based in Henan province. 

Tai chi originated in Henan’s 
Wenxian county and is character­
ized by relaxed, circular movements 
that work in concert with regulated 
breathing and the cultivation of a 
righteous and neutral mind.

The virtual system immerses 
users in various tai chi practice 
sites, including the ancestral hall 
of its founders, a peaceful natural 
environment, and a modern mar­
tial arts training center. It intends 
to give them insight into the pro­
found culture behind tai chi and 
provide an ideal learning environ­
ment.

“You can see them in action 
dressed in cosplay costumes,” Zhang 
Qian, director of the lab, said. 

“During the initial stage of scene 
design, our team conducted 
research and found that many tai

r t

Rapid progress
After the formulation of the tra­

ditional craft revitalization plan in 
2017, and the promise to advance 
the national cultural digitalization 
implementation strategy in 2022, 
the digitalization of intangible cul­
tural heritage has advanced at an 
unprecedented speed, said Liu 
Xinchen, a faculty member with 
the Zhejiang Guangsha Vocational 
and Technical University of Con­
struction.

These laid a solid foundation for 
the widespread dissemination of, 
and innovative measures intro­
duced in intangible cultural heri­
tage, Liu added.

Immersive experiences show great 
development potential and have a 
broad range of applications, she add­
ed. They accurately reproduce histor­
ical scenes involving intangible 
cultural heritage that resonate with 
participants and allow them to expe­
rience their charms and deepen 
understanding, Liu explained.

“Through the integration of inter­
active devices and the ‘gamification’ 
of design elements, immersive expe­
riences transform visitors from pas­
sive spectators into active 
participants in the transmission of 
intangible cultural heritage tech­
niques, helping enhance public cul­
tural engagement and awareness of 
preservation,” she said.

“This deep engagement opens up 
highly effective communication 
paths for the transmission and inno­
vative development of intangible 
cultural heritage.”

Su, from Beijing Union Universi­
ty, said 3D displays are more engag­
ing than traditional text and image­
based displays. They leave a 
stronger impression on viewers and 
attract more interest in intangible 
cultural heritage, he said.

“Digital technology breaks the 
limitations of time and space, offer­
ing more people the opportunity to 
learn and inherit these traditional 
arts,” Su said.

It also sparks the interest of 
younger generations, and better 
promotes the development and evo­
lution of intangible cultural heri­
tage, he added.

“I believe that with the develop­
ment of technology and the itera­
tion of techniques, more display 
scenarios will emerge to interpret 
the culture behind intangible cul­
tural heritage,” Su said.
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Left: Visitors interact with a digital shadow puppetry device during the eighth China Intangible Cultural Heritage Expo in Jinan, Shandong
province, in October. Right: A visitor experiences virtual kite flying at a digital cultural center in Beijing, photos provided to china daily
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praised her videos for showing the 
amazingly picturesque, simple and 
elegant side of China’s rural life. 

“Li Ziqi posting two new videos 
after three long, hard years is the 
equivalent of the sun breaking 
through and warming a frigid deso­
late frozen wasteland. And I feel 
like I’m being enveloped in a warm 
comforting hug,” one enthusiastic 
viewer wrote via social media plat­
form X, formerly known as Twitter. 

Li started posting short videos on 
Sina Weibo in 2016, featuring poet­
ic portrayals of rural life with her 
grandmother in the rural parts of 
Sichuan province. In the videos, Li, 
often dressed in graceful tradition­
al garments, rises at sunrise, rests at 
sunset, plants seeds and harvests 
flowers, cooks Chinese dishes and 
crafts bamboo furniture.

Her return follows a legal dispute 
with her former multi-channel net­
work partner company, Weinian 
Brand Management Company.

Although the dispute was 
resolved in December 2022, she 
didn’t resume video production 
until Tuesday.

In an interview with Xinhua pub­
lished on Wednesday, Li said she 
mainly relaxed and spent time with 
her grandmother over the past 
three years.

She also visited more than 100 
intangible cultural heritage inher­
itors in 20 provinces to get inspi­
ration for new videos in the future, 
she said.

entific knowledge, it potentially can 
be applied to different plants and 
combat many diseases,” said Wan Li, 
a researcher at the Center for Excel­
lence in Molecular Science of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

“This small molecule originates 
from the plant itself, hence it’s safe. 
It can inhibit the invasion of patho­
gens without causing harm to 
plants, humans or the ecosystem 
when properly used,” he added.

His team’s research findings, 
titled “Activation of a helper NLR by 
plant and bacterial TIR immune sig-

multiple pathogens has become a 
crucial topic in plant immunity 
research,” Wan said.

“Sensors are specific, but they all 
produce 2’cADPR upon activation. 
By producing this small molecule, 
we bypass the specificity of the sen­
sors, achieving broad-spectrum dis­
ease resistance,” he added.

Wan noted that the small mole­
cule discovered by his team has 
already been patented and put into 
production. The next step is to con­
tinue proving its actual broad-spec­
trum disease resistance in the field 
and hopefully put it to use soon.

Another study published concur­
rently in the same journal, titled “A 
canonical protein complex controls

immune homeostasis and multi­
pathogen resistance” verified the 
broad-spectrum effectiveness of the 
same immune pathway in rice.

Wan said that in the past, crops’ 
resistance to pests and diseases 
mainly relied on chemical pesti­
cides, which not only harm the envi­
ronment but also pose certain risks 
to human health.

Two teams of Chinese scientists 
have made breakthroughs in plant 
broad-spectrum disease resistance 
from the perspectives of enhanced 
immune response and biopesti­
cides. Both solutions address the 
problem of pesticides causing harm 
to the environment and human 
health simultaneously.

Wednesday. Many people have 
flooded her comment sections with 
messages of support, saying it was 
such a surprise to see her posting 
updates again. She replied saying 
she also missed her viewers and 
followers.

“There is no time for me to write 
a small essay today. I will make it up 
to you when I am not that busy. 
Miss you!” she wrote.

Li, who is also a popular influenc­
er on overseas social media plat­
forms, also uploaded the two videos 
on YouTube on TUesday. In 2020, 
she set a Guinness World Record 
for having the most subscribers on 
a Chinese-language YouTube chan­
nel, with 11.4 million followers at 
the time. Currently, her YouTube 
account has more than 20 million 
followers.

Li’s overseas followers have

The Beijing academy started 
researching and developing the 
CH drones in 1999 after its 
researchers realized that their 
expertise in aerodynamics and 
missile design could also be used 
on unmanned aircraft.

Since then, the research com­
plex has established a large portfo­
lio of military drones, ranging 
from small models for battlefield 
reconnaissance to a big stealth ver­
sion capable of penetrating an ene­
my’s air defense network.

It began to export combat 
drones to foreign militaries in 
2003 and has since then sold them 
to more than 10 nations in South­
east Asia, the Middle East and 
Africa.

Those planes have accumulated 
nearly 70,000 hours in combat 
actions and have fired more than 
2,000 munitions, boasting a 
98.2-percent successful hit rate. 

“We have more types of military 
drones than any of our competi­
tors in China,” Song said.

“The CH-series planes have 
been called ‘sharp weapons for 
counterterrorism operations’ by 
our foreign clients.” 

able to fly as far as 11,500 kilome­
ters and remain in the air for up to 
40 hours. It can also generate bat­
tlefield intelligence in real time, 
autonomously identify targets and 
adjust its flight route by itself.

These features enable the CH-9 
to carry a large amount of muni­
tions to patrol areas with potential 
targets, including submarines, 
according to the academy.

In addition to surveillance, 
reconnaissance and attack, the air­
craft is also capable of performing 
regional early-warning tasks, it 
noted.

Song Fangchao, an engineer in 
the CH-9 project, said on Wednes­
day that the new type is larger than 
its predecessors in the CH fleet, 
and that means it is able to carry 
out more kinds of missions. 

“Globally, combat drones have 
begun to face new challenges, 
including the fact that many of 
their targets now have air-defense 
missiles,” he explained.

“Therefore new models of com­
bat drones will need larger bodies 
and mightier weapons so they can 
fire outside the hit range of an ene­
my’s air-defense missiles.”
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The United States is escalating 
tensions in the Taiwan Strait, a 
Chinese mainland spokeswoman 
said on Wednesday following 
reports that the US had “ordered” 
Taiwan to cease sales of advanced 
chips to the mainland.

Taiwan Semiconductor Manu­
facturing Co reportedly followed 
instructions from the US Depart­
ment of Commerce, who told the 
company to halt shipments of 
advanced chips used in artificial 
intelligence accelerators and 
graphics processing units to cus­
tomers on the mainland.

The move came after US Presi­
dent-elect Donald Thump, in an 
interview, accused Taiwan of 
stealing the US chip industry and 
said he’d put a tariff on Thiwan’s 
chips.

Zhu Fenglian, spokeswoman 
for the State Council Taiwan 
Affairs Office, said that the 
recent reports once again dem­
onstrate that the US’ intention is 
to use Taiwan to contain the 
mainland.

Li Ziqi (right) receives a plaque 
for her intangible cultural heri­
tage workstation in Chengdu 
on Wednesday, xiang yu / for 
CHINA DAILY

naling"; were published in the jour­
nal Science on Friday.

Wan’s team conducted their 
research using the laboratory model 
plant Arabidopsis thaliana, which 
has nearly 150 such immune sensors 
in its cells. Different sensors react to 
corresponding pathogens and pro­
duce the same small molecule, 
2’cADPR, which triggers the plant’s 
disease resistance.

“Since specific sensors can only 
defend plants against specific path­
ogens, achieving effective broad­
spectrum disease resistance against

The Tianzhou 8 cargo spacecraft and the Long March 7- Y9 carrier 
rocket are being vertically transferred to the launch area at the
Wenchang Space Launch Center in Hainan province on Wednes­
day. The spacecraft will be launched at an appropriate time in the 
near future, luo yunfei / china news service

Emphasizing the principle of 
common but differentiated respon­
sibilities as the foundation of global 
climate governance, Chinese Vice­
Premier Ding Xuexiang has called 
on developed nations to take the 
lead in reducing carbon emissions 
and enhancing climate finance sup­
port for developing economies. 

“Developed countries should 
demonstrate greater ambition and 
action,” and should take the initia­
tive to reach carbon neutrality 
ahead of schedule, he stressed.

Addressing the World Leaders 
Climate Action Summit on Tuesday 
during the ongoing COP29 climate 
change conference in Baku, Azerbai­
jan, he said developing countries 
should also do the best they can to 
meet global climate goals.

At the core of the matter, combat­
ing climate change demands a pro­
found shift in development 
paradigms, and China’s robust 
capabilities in the production of 
electric vehicles, lithium batteries 
and photovoltaic products have 
greatly bolstered worldwide green 
development progress, the vice-pre­
mier noted.

He advocated for a collaborative 
push from the global community to 
hasten the energy transition in a fair 
and orderly manner.

Joint efforts should also be made 
to ensure the stability of new energy 
industry supply chains and advance 
the availability and advancement of 
green products and technologies, 
Ding added.

He underlined the pivotal roles of 
funding and technology in tackling 
climate change and urged devel­
oped countries to beef up their sup­
port for developing nations in this 
regard.

‘We call on developed countries 
to increase financial support and 
technology transfer to developing 
countries,” he noted, adding that he 
looked forward to seeing a stronger 
climate financing commitment 
from developed economies to devel­
oping states at the Baku climate 
gathering.

Since 2016, China has provided 
more than 177 billion yuan ($24.5 
billion) to support other developing 
countries’ efforts to fight climate 
change, he shared.

She criticized the Democratic 
Progressive Party authorities for 
increasingly creating obstacles to 
cross-Strait industrial coopera­
tion, ultimately harming the 
interests of businesses on the 
island and weakening Taiwan’s 
industrial advantages, causing 
Taiwan to miss out on further 
opportunities for development. 

Zhu condemned the island 
authorities, who warned Taiwan 
businesses on the mainland to 
plan well, as doing business will 
become more challenging if 
more tariffs are imposed under 
the incoming TYump administra­
tion.

Noting that the trade volume 
between Taiwan and the Chinese 
mainland reached $212.44 bil­
lion from January to September, 
a 9 percent year-on-year increase, 
Zhu said that pushing for the eco­
nomic decoupling between the 
two sides would defy market prin­
ciples and harm the well-being of 
compatriots.

TYump said in an interview 
during his election campaign 
that Taiwan should pay the US 
for its “defense” as it does not 
give his country anything. Recent 
media reports said that Taiwan is 
considering a massive $15 billion 
military package to show die 
incoming TYump administration 
that it is serious about strength­
ening its own “defense”

“The US always prioritizes its 
own interests,” Zhu said, adding 
that “Paying ‘protection money* 1 
cannot buy security. The deeper 
the reliance on the US, the great­
er die harm to Taiwan, which will 
only bring profound disaster to 
the Taiwan people.”

Taiwan’s Labor Party said in a 
statement that Taiwan is not the 
US’ “cash machine” and the fate 
of Taiwan should be in the hands 
of the Chinese people on both 
sides of the Strait Being a “pawn” 
in the US’ competition with the 
mainland will not change the 
legal and historical fact that both 
sides belong to one China. Rath­
er, it will only further highlight 
Taiwan’s development dilemma 
as a tool and may even turn it 
into a high-risk area, it said.

A CH-9 combat drone attracts visitors at the ongoing 15th China International Aviation and Aerospace 
Exhibition (Airshow China) in Zhuhai, Guangdong province, on Wednesday, chen jimin / china news service

Chinese scientists have discov­
ered a small molecule in plant cells 
that can trigger immunity.

The molecule, which has been 
patented, can potentially be devel­
oped into a broad-spectrum biope­
sticide, helping plants such as crops 
resist diseases.

“Once this biopesticide is put into 
use, it can function when it’s sprayed 
on a plant’s surface and is absorbed 
by the plant. Based on existing sci-

The China Academy of Aero­
space Aerodynamics, one of the 
country’s largest makers of mili­
tary drones, has developed a new 
advanced unmanned combat 
plane — the CH-9.

According to the Beijing-based 
academy, a subsidiary of China 
Aerospace Science and Technology 
Corp, the CH-9 is the new member 
of the CH — which stands for Cai- 
hong, or Rainbow — family, and 
features a large body, strong carry­
ing capacity and long flight range. 

Technical specifications pub­
lished by the academy show that 
the drone is about 12 meters long, 
with a wingspan of nearly 25 
meters.

Propelled by a turboprop 
engine, the plane has a maximum 
takeoff weight of 5 metric tons. It 
has eight external weapon pylons 
under its wings and is able to carry 
a total of 490 kilograms of ammu­
nition, including air-to-air and 
anti-ship missiles, bombs, torpe­
does and loitering munitions.

When loaded with weapons, it is
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Paying ‘protection 
money’ cannot buy 
security. The 
deeper the reliance 
on the US, the 
greater the harm to 
Taiwan, which will 
only bring profound 
disaster to the 
Taiwan people.”

By ZHANG YI

zhangyU @chinadaily. com.cn

Vice-premier calls for increased, carbon 
reduction efforts at COP29 summit

While participating in other 
events held on the sidelines of the 
annual UN climate gathering, the 
vice-premier vowed China would 
give more climate support to coun­
tries in the Global South.

In a high-level meeting about ear­
ly warning weather systems on 
Tuesday, Ding announced that Chi­
na will spearhead a flagship South- 
South cooperation project focused 
on establishing such systems, which 
would help nations better anticipate 
natural disasters.

The initiative aims to support oth­
er developing nations by providing 
meteorological observation equip­
ment, early warning facilities and 
capacity-building training, he elabo­
rated.

In an event that saw China launch 
an International Zero-Carbon 
Island Cooperation Initiative on 
Wednesday, Ding recalled measures 
China has rolled out to help Small 
Island Developing States address 
global warming and also pledged 
consistent support.

He said, for instance, China has 
collaborated with these countries to 
establish low-carbon demonstra­
tion zones, and has also set up the 
China-Pacific Island Countries Cli­
mate Change Cooperation Center as 
it actively assists SIDS in dealing 
with climate change and improving 
tiie well-being of their people.

China, together with SIDS, will 
explore establishing an internation­
al zero carbon islands cooperation 
organization to facilitate the shar­
ing of resources, exchange of tech­
nologies and mutual learning, he 
announced.

Discussing zero carbon islands, 
Maldives President Mohamed Muiz- 
zu said: “The need to reduce emis­
sions and protect our environment 
has never been more urgent. China 
is being an exemplary leader in this 
movement”

The commitment of China to 
going carbon neutral before 2060 is 
“a bold and inspiring example of 
leadership” China’s efforts to drive 
green energy innovation, build sus­
tainable cities and support clean 
technologies are paving the way for 
a low-carbon future, he continued. 

“The initiative today is another 
bold step,” Muizzu said. “It shows 
the world what is possible when 
nations work together to embrace 
sustainability?’ 

___________

Li Ziqi, one of China’s most popu­
lar influencers, made a surprising 
comeback on Tuesday afternoon 
after a three-year hiatus, capturing 
widespread attention from home 
and abroad.

Li resumed posting online with 
two new videos showing how she 
transformed a shed into a wood­
land cloakroom and made war­
drobe doors using Chinese 
lacquerware techniques — an 
intangible cultural heritage — on 
several Chinese social media plat­
forms, including Sina Weibo and 
Douyin.

Her return quickly became a top 
trending topic on various plat­
forms. As of 10 am Wednesday, her 
lacquerware video had garnered 
120 million views on Sina Weibo 
and more than 1.94 million interac­
tions, including shares, comments 
and likes.

The last time she posted new 
content was July 14,2021, but dur­
ing her absence, she continued to 
receive requests for new videos and 
saw the number of her followers 
increase. Many wondered where 
she was or whether she had retired 
from posting.

After her new videos were post­
ed, the number of her followers 
quickly shot up to more than 26.77 
million on Sina Weibo and 50.51 
million on Douyin by noon on
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Young people feel pressure of gift-giving FIRST PERSON

Expert: A

Growing numbers shunning tradition of handing over red envelopes at weddings
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Li Ren contributed to this story.

LIANG LUWEN/ FOR CHINA DAILY

Feng Hua spoke tenth Zhang Yi.
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Breakdown of money 
gifts given by individuals

additional 1,000 yuan from his parents to 
attend a friend’s wedding.

Zhao felt pressured to give this amount, 
representing about half of his monthly liv­
ing expenses, solely because others were giv­
ing the same amount

“I appreciate giving red envelopes as 
blessings, but I am against high amounts of 
money,” he expressed, noting that local cus­
toms stipulate a minimum of 800 yuan, 
which poses a significant financial burden 
for young people like him, especially consid­
ering that the average monthly salary for 
recent graduates around him is approxi­
mately 4,000 yuan.

In recent years, various regions have intro­
duced guidelines urging residents to give 
money gifts in moderation to alleviate the 
burden of social and financial obligations. Ini­
tiatives in places like Luohe, Henan province, 
advocate for gift amounts of around 5 percent 
of an individual’s monthly salary. Similarly, in 
Quzhou, Zhejiang province, it is recommend­
ed that cash gifts for events involving individ­
uals beyond immediate family members 
should be capped at 300 yuan.

China’s No 1 Central Document for 2024, 
which charts the roadmap for rural vitaliza- 
tion, underscores the importance of utilizing 
rural service facil i ties to provide social services 
for farmers during events like weddings and 
funerals, aiming to reduce the burden of social 
obligations. The term “social obligation bur­
den” was included in the annual document

s

Feng Hua,
associate professor 
from the School of 
Public Administra­
tion at Southwestern 
University of Finance 
and Economics

Moreover, the amount given frequently 
corresponds with the closeness of the rela­
tionship and societal expectations, some­
times placing pressure on individuals to 
give more than they can comfortably afford. 

Zhu Qizhen, a professor at China Agri­
cultural University, said in an interview 
with Beijing News that rural communities 
are inherently founded on social obliga­
tions. However, when social etiquette 
becomes excessively burdensome, it can 
impede the normal development of these 
communities.

During his research in Central China, Zhu 
was informed by local villagers thatthe most 
substantial economic expenditure for them 
revolves around social obligations. One 
farmer even calculated that the annual 
amount of money he gives in gifts is over 
5,000 yuan, whereas the net profit from one 
mu of corn (one-fifteenth of a hectare) is 
merely a few hundred yuan.

To effectively alleviate the burden of social 
obligations, governmental actions alone are 
insufficient, and it necessitates concerted 
efforts from all sectors of society, Zhu said.

According to a survey conducted by China 
Youth Daily in October last year, 93 percent 
of young people felt burdened by having to 
give cash gifts. Among them, 51 percent 
believed that they face both financial and 
social pressures when giving money gifts. 
Additionally, 50 percent said that they 
should be able to say no to giving high-value 
money gifts.

Zhao Yixiong, a college student in Taiyu­
an, Shanxi province, found himself in a pre­
dicament where he had to ask for an
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Averages for money 
gifts given to different
individuals
Unit: yuan

19.81500-1,000 yuan

4.651,000-2,000 yuan

2.45 2,000-5,000 yuan

1.89 Above 5,000 yuan

€3

13.18 Below 100 yuan 

58.02100-500 yuan

celebratoiy 
gift should

Giving cash gifts for newlyweds is 
not only a form of blessing but also 
an economic support for families 
celebrating joyous occasions. This 
form of support serves as an invest­
ment in future interactions, ensur­
ing that when one’s own family 
requires assistance in the future, 
there will be a potential return on 
this investment. It encompasses 
functions such as investment, 
financing and security. 

Data released by organizations in 
recent years lias shown that 
expenditure on cash gifts and its 
proportion within total personal 
expenditure has been increasing, 
accounting for 10 to 20 percent of a 
household’s annual total spending, 
with rural areas having a slightly 
higher proportion compared to 
urban areas.

A clear observation is that about 
a decade ago, giving 200 yuan ($28) 
as a gift was considered respecta­
ble, but now one might need to give 
500 yuan or even more to feel pre­
sentable. Gift-giving has become 
more standardized — if one chooses 
to give, it should meet the generally 
accepted appropriate standards. 
Therefore, the amount of money 
given as gifts is increasing. 

Furthermore, from the perspec­
tive of social relationships, the 
stronger and deeper the relation­
ship, the more likely individuals are 
to use higher amounts of money to 
demonstrate the intimacy of the 
relationship.

With the increased mobility in 
modern society and the expansion 
of social circles, some young people 
who are not at the center of our 
relationships may also invite us to 
their weddings. This can lead to 
concerns such as whether it is nec­
essary to attend the wedding. Many 
young people also worry that due to 
the lack of familiarity in the rela­
tionship, the gift given might not 
result in a reciprocal gesture in the 
future.

A rational approach to gift mon­
ey should first involve returning 
gift-giving to its original meaning. 
A gift is a blessing; the amount of 
money is not important. What mat­
ters is the blessing we convey 
through the money we offer. 

There are some forms of gift-giv­
ing that are worth promoting. For 
example, couples now share their 
wedding invitations on social media 
platforms, where friends can send 
their blessings through the elec­
tronic invitation, along with a gift. 

Additionally, the rising trend of 
the mutual exemption of cash gifts 
among young people is commenda­
ble. This approach involves both 
parties communicating and mutu­
ally agreeing on a way to alleviate 
the pressure on each other signifi­
cantly.

Furthermore, weddings entail 
expenses for purchasing various 
items. Individuals can offer their 
expertise as a gift. If you are a pas­
try chef, you could create a wedding 
cake. Similarly, if you are a makeup 
artist, you could provide your send­
ees for the wedding makeup. 

Wedding gifts can come in the 
form of monetary gifts, services, or 
practical items that the couple can 
use immediately in their new home. 
These approaches aim to revive the 
original mutual assistance function 
of gift-giving, expressing blessings 
in a warm and sincere manner. 

They aim to make weddings sim­
ple, lively and cost-effective, where 
everyone gives according to their 
ability and receives based on their 
needs, without using the amount of 
money to measure the depth of 
relationships.

Most importantly, these forms of 
gift-giving serve as evidence of our 
past strong relationships and con­
tribute to fostering even better rela­
tionships in the future.

Long tradition
In China and some other East Asian coun­

tries, it has been a long-standing tradition to 
congratulate marrying couples with cash 
gifts. Upon arrival at the wedding reception, 
guests typically present envelopes contain­
ing cash to a designated friend or family 
member of the newlyweds.

The amount given is discreetly 
recorded in a register, granting 
guests entry to the event and allow­
ing them to partake in the wedding 
banquet. In modem times, guests 
who are unable to attend have the 
option to send digital red envel­
opes through platforms like 
WeChat.

This tradition traces its ori­
gins back to ancient China, 
where it served as a means for 
communities to support one 
another during significant life 
events such as weddings, funer­
als and other important cere­
monies. Everyone would 
contribute money or gifts to help 
cover the expenses, fostering a 
sense of community and mutual 
assistance.

However, in contemporary society, 
while the practice of giving cash 
gifts continues to symbolize 
support, its role has expand­
ed. It lias become a way to 
reciprocate past generosi­
ty, with individuals often 
keeping track of the 
amounts they receive to 
ensure they give a compa­
rable sum when attending 
future events hosted by the 
same individuals.

ing alternative ways to organize their wed­
dings or convey congratulations to newlyweds. 

According to a survey report released in 
March by Zhenai.com, a popular match­
making website, nearly 70 percent of 
respondents indicated their willingness to 
accept the idea of getting married without 
hosting a traditional wedding banquet.

When asked their reasons, 33 percent cit­
ed the desire to save on expenses and energy, 
while 26 percent expressed an interest in 
transforming the wedding banquet into a 
different form of celebration, the report 
said.

Jiang Ting, a financial worker from Wuhan, 
Hubei province, opted to have a wedding trip 
in the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region 
this year, breaking away from the convention­
al practice of hosting a wedding at home with 
guests primarily invited by their parents, 
many of whom they barely know.

Initially, negotiations with her parents were 
challenging, as their wedding banquet was not 
only viewed as a joyous occasion with family 
and friends but also as an opportunity to have 
reciprocal cash gifts given back to them. To 
date, her parents have given a total of approxi­
mately 80,000 to 100,000 yuan in fenziqian. 

“I came to realize that my actions not only 
reflect on myself but also influence how my 
parents are perceived within our circle of 
relatives. Compared to our generation, they 
place greater emphasis on respect, honor 
and social status, often referred to as ‘mian- 
zi or ‘face’,” she said.

Li Wenjing, from Shandong province, has 
observed a shift in the practices of her col­
leagues who are getting married. Rather 
than informing others in advance, some opt 
to share their joy by sending out wedding 
candies afterward.

“It fosters healthier workplace relation­
ships, as it maintains clear boundaries 
between colleagues. There is high turnover 
in today’s workplace, and if it were different, 
things could get complicated. Money sent in 
such situations might not be returned,” she 
said.

In a similar vein, Li Qian, a 35-year-old 
teacher from Dalian, Liaoning province, 
who got married last year, suggested a 
mutual exemption approach to her class­
mates in different cities.

Recognizing the complexities involved in 
attending weddings in distant locations, she 
chose to send wedding candies to her friends 
across cities to share the happiness without 

expecting monetary gifts in return.
While some friends attempted to 

offer cash gifts upon receiving the 
candies, she graciously declined, 
emphasizing her desire to simply 
share the good news and sincere 
well-wishes.

However, she cherished a gift 
she received from her bridesmaid 
— tableware set — as it resonated 
with her love for furniture, which 
was accompanied by a heartfelt 
letter detailing their shared expe­
riences and expressing congratu­
lations on her marriage that 
touched her deeply.

“Her care, love and concern for 
me are the most sincere blessing,” 
she said.

Ideal amount for money 
gifts individuals believe
should be given

20.6 Below 200 yuan

10.7 Just send blessings, 
no need tor money

34.8 200-500 yuan

15.5 500-800 yuan

10.9 800-1,000 yuan

7.4 Above 1,000 yuan 

Source: Survey by 36Kr.com
in November 2022 CHINA DAILY

Changing habits
Amid overwhelming pressures, a growing 

number of young people in China are explor-
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Source: Survey report released by
Lovelink in November 2023 
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By ZHANG YI
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return to its 
basic purposeu Yang, a 33-year-old engineer 

based in Beijing, grapples with a 
profound sense of unease every 
holiday season due to the influx of

wedding invitations, which inevitably trans­
lates into a financial burden for him.

During the National Day' holiday last 
month, he attended two weddings and gave a 
1,000-yuan ($141) red envelope at each. 

There’s another upcoming wedding await­
ing this year.

He’s meticulously recorded these expenses 
in his phone, with the total adding up to near­
ly 20,000 yuan so far. And that already 
excludes the money given by his parents on 
his behalf and the costs of attending banquets 
in various locations.

“I’m conflicted, but I still choose to attend 
because I don’t want to be criticized by oth­
ers for breaking this societal tradition,” he 
said. With no plans for marriage himself, Ou 
is uncertain if he will ever recoup the money 
he has spent, jokingly suggesting, “Maybe I 
should throw myself a big 40th birthday 
party.”

In stark contrast, Li Wenjing, a 26-year- 
old overseas study consultant in Qingdao, 
Shandong province, takes a bold and care­
free stance when invited to weddings by 
friends, firmly replying, “I’m not going, and 
I’m not giving the fenziqian’.’

Literally meaning “one’s portion of mon­
ey”, fenziqian is often wrapped in red envel­
opes and is given to newlyweds as a form of 
a congratulatory gift

Li has grown weary of receiving wedding 
invitations from individuals she has lost 
touch with over the years. In one extreme 
instance, an old colleague of her father, who 
had been out of contact for more than two 
decades, somehow acquired her father’s 
WeChat and invited Li’s family to his son’s 
wedding.

As a result, she made a daring decision to 
abstain from attending weddings and refrain­
ing from giving congratulatory money. When­
ever a friend embarks on a romantic 
relationship, she preemptively informs them 
of her decision, sparing them the need to give 
her money too. Over time, this stance lias 
become well-known among her circle.

Li said that giving money in this context 
makes her feel like she is funding other peo­
ple’s lives, when she has just started her 
career and doesn’t have enough in her bud­
get for herself.

She ranks among the growing number of 
young people in China who are becoming 
increasingly vocal against the long-standing 
tradition of handing over fenziqian.

Source: Survey report released by
Zhenai.com in March 2024 

CHINA DAILY
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c Home attraction
Angkor tour guides help locals rediscover heritage
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Robot avatars set for World Expo in Osaka

THE JAPAN NEWS, JAPAN
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Kea Simon,
an Angkor tour guide

THE PHNOM PENH POST, 
CAMBODIA

expositions. Next year’s expo will run 
from April to October.

This will be the third time Osaka 
hosts a global expo, having previ­
ously held one in 1970 and another 
in 1990.

A team of researchers, mainly from 
the Advanced Telecommunications 
Research Institute International, or 
ATR, plans to introduce the latest 
technology so people outside the Jap­

100 robots move in different ways at 
the same time.

The team said itwiD bethe first time 
that robot avatars win be operated at 
the venue in die history of expo events. 

Shogo Nishimura, a senior 
researcher of the ATR team and spe­
cialist in human robot interaction, 
said: “By using the robot avatars, 
people who cannot go to the venue 
will also be able to enjoy the event. 
We want to show a barrier-free 
future at the expo.”

their culture more deeply, he said. 
While the number of tourists remains 

modest, tour guides are now focusing on 
local visitors, with many of them helping 
the profession survive and thrive.

The situation has allowed guides and 
visitors to benefit from each other. Visi­
tors who previously were not interested 
in the historical narratives are now gain­
ing a deeper understanding of temple 
sculptures, while the guides can continue 
in their work.

Khieu Thy, president of the Angkor 
Tour Guide Association, which has over 
200 members, said he is unsure if the 
uptick in domestic clients will be enough. 

“I hope our tourism sector can grow 
again, but there’s an overly optimistic 
analysis predicting that 2025 will match 
2019 levels. Obviously, 2025 is just around 
the corner, and there’s no clear sign of 
such an increase,” he said.

“About 50 guides sit in front of Angkor 
without any earnings, yet they’re willing 
to do this despite knowing it’s unprofes­
sional and inappropriate.”

Their goal is to attract both national and 
international visitors as a group, Thy said. 

Thy acknowledged the challenges in 
the current situation, pointing to a “high 
season” that felt more like the off-season.

side of their homes and are limited 
in their mobility due to medical con­
ditions. They can attend school 
classes, try out serving customers at 
cafes and participate in social activi­
ties using their avatar.

The team of researchers regards 
the expo attempt as an experiment 
for a future society in which humans 
and robots will safely coexist in the 
same environment.

They have succeeded in improv­
ing wireless technology for the 
robot avatars to receive commands 
and have been able to make about 

People who are unable to travel 
to the World Expo in Osaka next 
year may still be able to experience 
the global event — through the eyes 
of remote-controlled, human-sized 
robots.

The World Expo 2025 is organized 
and sanctioned by the Bureau Inter­
national des Expositions, an intergov­
ernmental organization overseeing 
and regulating the international 

anese venue can join visitors and tour 
one of the pawlions at the site.

Called “avatars” by the Kyoto Pre­
fecture-based ATR team, the robots 
will be used during the expo in the 
“Future of Life” pavilion. Osaka Uni­
versity professor Hiroshi Ishiguro, 
who is one of Japan’s foremost 
researchers of androids, is behind 
the development of the pavilion.

About 40 robots, including 

ambodia is receiving a slow but 
encouraging increase in visitors, 
with the lifting of international 
travel restrictions following the

COVID-19 pandemic.
With foreign arrival numbers yet to 

rebound to pre-pandemic heights, local 
tourism has unexpectedly become a lifeline. 

The scene at the famous Angkor Wat 
temple site has been transformed, with 
busy guides and their domestic visitors 
forming a new alliance and breathing 
new life into the appreciation of Cambo­
dia’s rich historical tapestry.

Meas Sovannaroth, a tour guide based 
in Siem Reap, found himself exploring 
different career paths after the pandemic 
brought the tourism industry shuddering 
to a stop.

He ventured into real estate and the 
sale of agricultural machinery, but his 
passion for sharing his knowledge never 
waned — in 2022, as visitors began to 
trickle back, he returned to his roots and 
reconnected with the heritage he loves.

Sovannaroth now balances his tour 
guiding work with a part-time j ob as a driv­
er for ride-hailing platform Grab, allowing 
him to support his family while he w'aits 
for tourism to complete its slow comeback. 

“The enthusiasm in November has 
been encouraging,” he said. “We’ve seen a 
revival in interest for Angkor Wat and 
other temples, providing some stability 
after several challenging years.”

The surge in local interest has proved 
beneficial to both guides and Cambodian 
visitors.

After many years, when historical 
attractions were primarily frequented by 
international guests, domestic tourists 
are becoming increasingly captivated by 
the kingdom’s rich past.

Kea Simon, a guide with 17 years of 
experience, said he has observed a new­
found curiosity among Cambodians. 

“Many local guests now want to under­
stand the stories behind our temple sculp­
tures,” he said.

“They’re interested in our history, cul­
ture and architectural heritage ... deepen­
ing their connection to these sites.”

Simon said that when he meets local 
tourists in front of the temple, he does not 
discuss prices in advance as it often 
depends on their interest and intent.

He said that most guides do not focus 
on discussing guide fees, with die oppor­
tunity to work and share knowledge with 
Cambodian guests more important.

The duration of each tour also depends 
on each temple’s location at the site — 
larger temples need more detailed expla­
nations, while smaller ones often require 
a shorter introduction. Simon said that in 
the past, it was rare for Cambodian visi­
tors to hire a guide due to limited interest 
in history and budget constraints.

“October was a disappointment, with 
demand falling short of expectations,” 
Thy said.

“Only November showed a significant 
uptick in reservations. The upcoming 
months are unpredictable, leaving guides 
facing limited work opportunities.”

In comparison to last year, when guides 
could find work for 20 days a month, they 
now average just 12, with many stationed 
at the temples daily to attract tourists.

Another indicator of the downturn,Thy 
said, is how Old Market area businesses 
like restaurants, hotels and guesthouses 
are seeing fewer visitors than last year.

With fewer reservations, guides are fee­
ing a tough market and must go out on 
their own to find guests at the temples. 

“The number of guides has been declin­
ing since COVID-19, with some changing 
careers. A group of our guides now stands 
in front of Angkor, inviting both foreign 
and Khmer visitors to use their services as 
much as possible,” Thy said.

Cambodia’s tourism sector, which once 
contributed significantly to the national 
GDP, faced a massive downturn when the 
pandemic hit.

In 2019, international tourist arrivals 
exceeded 6.6 million but by 2021 the num­
ber had plummeted to under 200,000 due 
to travel restrictions and global health 
concerns.

The resulting closures of hotels, restau­
rants and other tourism and hospitality 
businesses affected thousands of jobs, 
forcing guides like Sovannaroth, Thy and 
Simon to find alternate sources of 
income.

The sector began to bounce back in 
2023 as travel resumed, drawing interna­
tional tourists back to iconic locations like 
Angkor Wat.

A report from the Ministry of Tourism 
said there was a 32 percent increase in 
international arrivals in early 2024 com­
pared to the previous year.

“The Kingdom of Wonder” campaign, 
alongside Cambodia’s new visa policies, 
has successfully highlighted the country 
as a secure and culturally enriching desti­
nation, appealing to tourists worldwide, 
according to the ministry.

The recent opening of the Siem Reap- 
Angkor International Airport has further 
boosted tourism in the region, it added.

Within its first year, the airport man­
aged over 1.3 million passengers, improv­
ing accessibility to sites beyond the well- 
trodden paths.

This, combined with increased infra­
structure and new accommodation 
options, has made Siem Reap more 
attractive to both foreign and local visi­
tors, according to latest industry figures.

4 TK 
I

Cultural pride
Cambodian tourists are increasingly 

filling the gaps in the industry and fueling 
its growth, thanks to their growing histor­
ical curiosity and national pride.

The director of the Siem 
Reap Provincial Department 
of Tourism, Thim Sereyv-

androids, will be prepared for use in 
the pavilion, with several of them 
able to be controlled by outside par­
ticipants as avatars.

The team developed an exclusive 
system for outside visitors to control 
the avatars with computers via the 
internet.

Online visitors will be able to use 
their computer to move the avatars 
where they want. They can look 
around the pavilion via a camera set 
at the chest or other part of the robot. 

To date, robot avatars have been 
used for people who cannot go out­

However, since 2022, following the 
COVID-19 challenges, domestic tourists 
appear to have become more interested in 
the history, culture, architecture, religion 
and art of the temples.

“They are now part of preserving our 
culture by wanting to learn more about 
the temples,” he said. “If they only came to 
take photos, they wouldn’t understand 
the true depth of it, no matter how much 
they read in books.”

Simon also acknowledged that beyond 
sharing knowledge, the increase in local 
tourists also helps sustain the tour guid­
ing profession.

“Usually, when I’m stationed at the Bay- 
on temple, after about an hour of guiding 
local visitors, they give me between 
50,000 riel ($12.30) to 60,000 riel,” he told 
The Phnom Penh Post.

“Some guests even offer up to $20 or 
$30,” he added.

uth, highlighted the importance of edu­
cating young residents about their heri­
tage.

“Guides now offer tours to local stu­
dents, enhancing a deeper understanding 
of real history, including topics like the 
monarchy, Brahmanism, Buddhism, tem­
ple styles, architecture, mythology and the 
various wars that are depicted in the 
engravings of each temple,” Sereyvuth said. 

This means more Cambodians are 
learning to understand and appreciate

Editor’s note:
In this weekly feature China Daily gives voice to Asia and its people. The stories presented come mainly from the Asia News Network (ANN), of which China Daily is among its 20 leading titles.
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Many local guests now 
want to understand the 

stories behind our temple 
sculptures. They’re 

interested in our history, 
culture and architectural 

heritage... deepening 
their connection to these 

sites.”
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Above: Tourists visit Cambodia’s Angkor attraction. Below: A view of the Angkor temple site, photos provided to china daily
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From left: Stone designs are seen at the towers of the Bayon temple at the Angkor site in Siem Reap, Cambodia, provided to china daily A bas-relief is seen on an Angkor temple wall, provided to china daily 
A worker cycles near the Bayon temple on Sept 18. tang chhin sothy / afp
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Wu Fulin, chairman of the 
Export-Import Bank of China

By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai 
zhouwenting@chinadaily.com.cn

port and the National Develop­
ment and Reform Commission. 
The plan, which outlines measures 
to improve transport efficiency 
and lower logistics costs, says the 
country will accelerate the con­
struction of smart highways, 
waterways, ports and hubs, and 
promote the digital transformation 
and upgrading of transport infra­
structure.

By SHI JING in Shanghai 
shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

In the medical product pavilion 
at China International Import Expo 
held in Shanghai recently, products 
that help hair grow were one of the 
solutions that attracted high visitor 
traffic, among the hundreds of 
innovative technologies unveiled 
by multinational companies.

Exhibitors said medical profes­
sionals and industry buyers 
showed interest beyond their 
expectations in such products as an 
increasing number of Chinese have 
been bothered by hair loss.

Experts say hair loss is caused by 
genetic factors and external rea­
sons, including staying up late, 
stress, poor sleep quality, excessive 
mental work, smoking and a high- 
calorie diet.

A report released last year by the 
Shanghai Institute of Nutrition and 
Health under the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences, showed that the num­
ber of Chinese people troubled by 
hair loss was rising, and at a young­
er age. About 56 percent of women 

By WANG KE JU

wangkeju@chinadaily.com.cn
Brussels should steer clear of sepa­
rate negotiations with automakers 
while in talks with the China Cham­
ber of Commerce for Import and 
Export of Machinery and Electronic 
Products, which represents the 12 
largest Chinese EV makers, includ­
ing Geely, BYD and SAIC Motor.

SAIC Motor and Geely said on Oct 
31 in their respective statements 
that they have never engaged in any 
separate negotiations with the EU 
on price undertakings.

The chamber’s price undertak­
ing proposals, developed with the 
full authorization of different types 
of Chinese companies, reflect an 
industry-wide position. The EU’s 
separate talks could only under­
mine the mutual trust between the 
two parties and disrupt the overall 
negotiation process, Feng said.

Jorge Toledo Albinana, the bloc’s 
ambassador to China, said on Fri­
day at the 15th Caixin Summit in 
Beijing that finding a solution that 
would create a level playing field 
where European EV makers can 
compete with their Chinese coun­
terparts would be an acceptable 
alternative to tariffs.

As the EU accelerates its push 
toward a green transformation, 
China’s EV exports to Europe and 
the growing cooperation between 
the two economic powerhouses in 
the EV sector will play a crucial role 
in supporting the bloc’s sustainabil­
ity goals, said Sang Baichuan, dean 
of the Institute of International 
Economy at the University of Inter­
national Business and Economics.

Bayer’s booth seen during the recent China International Import 
Expo held in Shanghai, qiu daocen / for china daily

The new round of technology and 
industrial revolution concerning 
green transition, trade digitaliza­
tion and technology innovation has 
also highlighted that there is room 
for deeper regional cooperation, 
said Wu.

Financial volatility has become a 
major challenge for Asian econo­
mies, as exports account for one- 
third of their economy, said Rak 
Vorrakitpokatom, president of 
Export-Import Bank of Thailand.

Disruptions in the supply chain, 
including freight rate hikes, the 
surge in crude oil and food prices, 
and rising new trade barriers, have 
also underscored the importance of 
more collaboration on die regional 
level, he added.

Hakan Uzun, deputy general 
manager for the treasury depart­
ment of Turk Eximbank, said that 
die changes in the global value 
chain, the nature of large projects 
that EXIMs mainly serve, and the 
increasingly sophisticated transac­
tion methods require procurement 
from multiple countries. This has 
pointed to the rising importance of 
deeper regional cooperation, espe­
cially among ECAs, he said.

Climate change is one of the chal­
lenges that need strengthening con­
nection and cooperation among 
Asian countries, said Hayashi 
Nobumitsu, governor of Japan Bank 
for International Cooperation.

According to the Asia Develop­
ment Report jointly released by the 
Export-Import Bank of China and 
Fudan University, balancing energy 
transition and economic growth 
will become increasingly important 
in Asia as it targets steady growth. 

However, resource endowment, 
economic stages and technological 
capabilities among Asian countries 
vary. This underlines the impor­
tance of integrating resources, 
strengthening coordination and fos­
tering cooperation among different 
economies, according to the report. 

John Hopkins, managing direct­
or and CEO of Export Finance Aus­
tralia, the Australian government’s 
ECA, said they have set up a $2 bil­
lion investment facility for South­
east Asia to support infrastructure, 
the supply of critical minerals to 
facilitate green transition, and the 
development of small and medium­
sized enterprises in the region.

J

Some buyers said that they were 
also interested in products that 
help tackle insomnia and improve 
memory, as a rising number of 
young and middle-aged people pay 
attention to anti-aging and main­
taining good health.

Herbalife, a Los Angeles-based 
health and wellness company, add­
ed a section at its CIIE booth this 
year, exhibiting products that help

The European Union and China 
will continue their negotiations this 
week seeking an alternative to the 
imposition of extra tariffs on electric 
vehicles, on the heels of talks earlier 
this month in Beijing, which yielded 
some progress, according to the 
European Commission, the bloc’s 
executive branch.

While details of the potential 
agreement remain under wraps, a 
source close to the negotiations told 
China Daily on Tiiesday that both 
Beijing and Brussels have demon­
strated a willingness and made 
efforts to find a mutually accepta­
ble solution.

The dispute, which has been 
simmering for months, centers 
around unfounded allegations that 
China’s so-called subsidies for its 
domestic EV industry have created 
an unfair playing field.

The European Commission con­
cluded its probe on Oct 29 by 
imposing extra duties on imports 
of Chinese-made EVs of up to 35.3 
percent for a period of five years, on 
top of the EU’s standard 10 percent 
car import duty.

Though the tariff hikes have 
already come into force, Chinese 
and EU technical teams held five 
rounds of talks in Beijing from Nov 
2 to 7, exploring the possibility of a 
price undertaking arrangement.

Under such a scenario, China 
would agree to a mutually accepta­
ble export price and volume for its

Renminbi weakens
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chi­
nese currency renminbi, or the 
yuan, weakened 64 pips to 7.1991 
against the US dollar on Wednes­
day, according to the China Foreign 
Exchange Hade System. In China’s 
spot foreign exchange market, the 
yuan is allowed to rise or fall by 2 
percent from the central parity rate 
each trading day.

More road trials for 
intelligent vehicles
China will speed up piloting mar­
ket access for intelligent connected 
vehicles and permitting them on 
roads. The country will promote 
tiie demonstration and application 
of autonomous driving and driver­
less vehicles in key areas, including 
the Yangtze River Delta region, 
according to an action plan jointly 
released by the Ministry of TYans-

EVs in exchange for the EU refrain­
ing from imposing additional tariffs. 

After a week of intensive discus­
sions, both parties have been able 
to make headway in narrowing dif­
ferences, particularly around the 
framework of the agreement and 
mechanisms for implementation, 
tiie source said.

On top of that, China has submit­
ted various proposals of price 
undertakings and related draft 
texts to the EU in an effort to find a 
mutually acceptable solution at an 
early date, according to the source. 

The EU’s willingness to continue 
negotiations is an encouraging sign, 
suggesting that they are more 
inclined to find a resolution rather 
than escalate trade tensions with Chi­
na, said Feng Zhongping, director of 
tiie Chinese Academy of Social Scien­
ces’ Institute of European Studies.

In a statement issued on Friday, 
the European Commission said 
that: “There was technical 
progress on elements that will 
need to be addressed to ensure that 
a price undertaking would be 
equally effective and enforceable.” 

“Parties discussed constructively 
and in-depth how to establish a 
minimum import price for such a 
complex product, as well as tools to 
monitor and enforce the undertak­
ing,” tiie commission added.

The two sides agreed that discus­
sions at the technical level will con­
tinue this week via video or other 
means, building on tiie progress 
made so far, the commission stated. 

That said, analysts warned that

and 48 percent of men suffered 
from persistent hair loss.

Regro, a medicine for external 
use for people troubled by hair loss, 
made its China debut at the booth 
of biopharmaceutical company 
Teva.

Regro contains minoxidil, a med­
ication for treating hair loss. The 
company said the product is 
expected to help enrich options for 
hair loss sufferers on the Chinese 
mainland.

Linda Pang, head of commercial 
at Teva Greater China, said that 
Regro is a leading brand in this field 
and a word-of-mouth product that 
has been proven in some markets 
overseas, including Europe and the 
United States.

‘The product is expected to be 
available to Chinese consumers on 
cross-border e-commerce plat­
forms soon,” said Pang.

However, individuals suffering 
from hairloss are recommended to 
adjust their lifestyles, including 
coping with stress, managing emo­
tions, sleeping better, and eating a 
healthy diet. “Based on that, using a

boost immunity and improve sleep 
quality and brain health. Many of 
them are not marketed in China 
yet.

Among these was a health drink, 
whose main ingredients include 
red ginseng extract. The product 
for immunity enhancement 
entered the China market earlier 
this year and marked its first pres­
ence at the CIIE.
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Ml growth implies market players 
spending more, breaks 8-month trend

suitable product may help them get 
twice tiie result with half the effort,” 
she said.

Bayer presented Kangwang Min­
oxidil Liniment, a medical product 
applied on scalps to treat hair loss 
and help hair grow, at this year’s 
CIIE for the first time. The product 
that has been marketed in China 
since June contains minoxidil as 
well.

Zhang Liang, a category innova­
tion manager at Bayer Consumer 
Health, said the ingredient works 
by activating atrophic hair follicles 
and improving blood and oxygen 
supply to hair follicles, and thereby 
stimulating growth of new hair. 

“Visitors, including some offline 
retail pharmacies, at CIIE 
expressed extraordinary interest in 
the product, which is sold only on 
e-commerce platforms currently,” 
he said.

Local brand Kangwang joined 
Bayer in 2014.

When the liniment product 
reaches a certain level of maturity 
in the China market, the company 
will take it global, Zhang said.

Rather, Ming said the PBOC is 
expected to guide commercial 
banks to further reduce deposit 
rates to alleviate their profit pres­
sure, better ensuring that policy 
interest rate reductions can be 
effectively transmitted into lower 
financing costs of the real econo­
my.

ByZHOULANXU

zhoulanaw@chinadaily.com.cn
centage points in October from 
14.2 percentage points a month 
earlier, also indicating that market 
entities might have become more 
wiling to spend and invest, ana­
lysts said.

“In addition to the warming-up 
of the property market, the 
improvement in Ml growth is also 
attributable to an improvement in 
market expectations,” said Wang 
Qing, chief macroeconomic ana­
lyst at Golden Credit Rating Inter­
national.

Enterprises are now using more 
demand deposits for operations 
and investments, and the decline 
in such deposits has begun to nar­
row, Wang said.

Wang added that Ml growth 
may further recover as the PBOC 
may include residential demand 
deposits and prepaid funds 
received by nonbank payment 
institutions into Ml calcula­
tions.

Nevertheless, the PBOC said 
that new renminbi loans came in 
at 16.52 trillion yuan in the first 10 
months.

This indicates 500 billion yuan 
in new renminbi loans in October, 
market calculations showed, down 
by about 238 billion yuan year-on- 
year, as residential lending recov­
ered but corporate financing 
remained weak.

PBOC Governor Pan Gongsheng 
said earlier this month that the 
central bank will adhere to a sup­
portive monetary policy stance 
going forward and increase the 
intensity of monetary policy 
adjustments.

Ming Ming, chief economist at 
CITIC Securities, said “there is rel­
atively high certainty” that the 
central bank will implement 
another cut to the reserve require­
ment ratio in the remainder of the 
year to accommodate tiie 
increased supply of government 
bonds.

Ming said that there is limited 
possibility for further interest rate 
cuts in the remainder of tiie year, 
however, given that the central 
bank has acknowledged the con­
straints from banks’ net interest 
margins and renminbi exchange 
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China’s key money supply indi­
cator improved for the first time in 
nine months, pointing to rising 
spending appetites among market 
players and adding to signs that 
the raft of measures to revive confi­
dence has shown initial results, 
analysts said.

The country’s Ml money sup­
ply — which consists of cash in 
circulation and corporate 
demand deposits — stood at 
63.34 trillion yuan ($8.79 tril­
lion) by the end of October, down 
6.1 percent year-on-year, narrow­
ing from a 7.4 percent contrac­
tion seen a month earlier, said 
the People’s Bank of China, the 
country’s central bank.

Ml growth had slowed for eight 
straight months till September 
and has lingered in negative terri­
tory since April, making October’s 
narrower decline the first 
improvement in the Ml reading in 
the past three quarters.

Representing how much mon­
ey is actively being used in the 
economy', Ml growth is seen as 
an indicator of private business 
confidence. Fast Ml growth sug­
gests that market players are 
spending more, while slow Ml 
growth indicates less spending 
and more sluggish economic 
activity.

“With the continuous imple­
mentation of a raft of monetary, 
fiscal, real estate and capital mar­
ket policies aimed at stabilizing 
the economy, market players 
have become significantly more 
willing to have liquid funds at 
their disposal,” said Wen Bin, 
chief economist at China Min- 
sheng Bank.

Wen attributed the Ml improve­
ment to factors including 
improved property sales driving a 
shift of residential deposits into 
corporate deposits, the transfer of 
the proceeds from government 
bonds to the accounts of local gov­
ernment units and corporate 
accounts, and last year’s low com­
parison base.

Meanwhile, the country’s M2 
— a broader measure of money 
supply that covers Ml as well as 
less liquid funds such as time 
deposits — stood at 309.71 tril­
lion yuan by the end of last 
month, growing 7.5 percent year- 
on-year, versus 6.8 percent for 
September.

The gap between M2 and Ml 
growth thus narrowed to 13.6 per-

economy 
needs more
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Export-import banks should play 
a more important role in further 
consolidating ties between Asian 
economies to drive economic 
growth against all the uncertainties 
and complexities in the global mar­
ket and to address the most press­
ing tasks such as green transition, 
said officials and industry experts. 

The comments were made on 
Wednesday during the 29th Asian 
EXIM Banks Forum annual meeting 
in Shanghai. Top executives from 13 
international export credit agencies 
(ECAs) attended the meeting.

Despite its growing economic size 
and rapid development pace, tiie 
Asian economy still feces various 
risks and uncertainties as the world 
economic growth engine weakens 
and the global supply chain and 
industrial chain become more frag­
mented, Wu Fulin, chairman of the 
Export-Import Bank of China, said 
at the meeting.

“In this sense, Asian EXIMs 
should deepen their cooperation to 
mobilize more capital from the pri­
vate sector so that financial institu­
tions can serve economic growth 
with higher efficiency?’ he added.

Asian EXIMs should 
deepen their 
cooperation to 
mobilize more capital 
from the private 
sector...”

A BYD vehicle on display during a recent auto expo in Paris, France, gao jing / xinhua
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An autonomous aerial vehicle developed by EHang is displayed at the China Hi-Tech Fair held in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province, in 2023. mao siqian / xinhua
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vation platforms from over 20 local 
companies, covering basic comput­
ing power and technical services.

One of the district’s supporting 
activities is the Al applications and 
innovative achievements release 
conference held on Friday.

This event, mainly hosted by the 
management committee of Qianhai 
Shenzhen-Hong Kong Modem Ser­
vice Industry Cooperation Zone and 
the Baoan district government, will 
promote the industry environment, 
policy framework, and service sys­
tems for Al development in the 
Qianhai cooperation zone and the 
district.

The Qianhai cooperation zone 
has developed a series of Al innova­
tion and application demonstration 
scenarios in fields such as finance, 
manufacturing, logistics, and cul­
tural creation.

Meanwhile, Baoan, with its rich 
industry chain and advanced manu­
facturing capabilities, has also 
become an innovation cluster for Al 
industrial applications and an accel­
erator for industrialization in the 
sector.

More than 4,300 new technolo­
gies, products, and achievements 
will be unveiled during the fair, 
alongside over 160 supporting activ­
ities to provide extensive opportuni­
ties for exchange and cooperation 
for exhibitors and visitors.

These activities include the 
release of national major achieve­
ments, global buyers’ matchmaking 
conferences, the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences academicians’ confer­
ence, the world entrepreneurs’ 
annual conference, and internation­
al investment and financing match­
making events.

Shenzhen’s Baoan district, where 
the fair is located, has organized 
over 120 companies to attend. It has 
set up a 270-square-meter exhibi­
tion area in Hall 15 and planned 
three supporting activities.

The district’s exhibition area, 
themed around creating an Al 
application and innovation cluster 
in Baoan, showcases the Al industry 
chain from foundational science to 
technology and application.

It highlights Al applications in 
Baoan, featuring products and inno­

In the south, five people were 
killed in an Israeli strike on Tefahta, 
two in a raid on Nabatieh and one in 
the coastal city of Tyre. Another per­
son was killed in a strike in Hermel 
in the northeast, the ministry said. 

Ignited by the Palestine-Israel 
conflict in Gaza, the fighting 
between Israel and Hezbollah had 
been rumbling on for nearly a year 
before Israel went on the offensive 
in September, pounding Lebanon 
with airstrikes and sending troops 
into the south.

In the besieged Gaza Strip, Israeli 
military strikes killed at least 14 
Palestinians across the enclave on 
Wednesday, as its forces deepened 
their incursion into Beit Hanoun 
town in the north, forcing most 
remaining residents to leave.

Late on Monday, an Israeli strike 
hit a makeshift cafeteria used by 
displaced people in Muwasi, the 
center of an Israeli-declared 
“humanitarian zone”

At least 11 people were killed, 
including two children, according 
to officials at Nasser Hospital, 
where the casualties were taken.

The latest bombardment came as 
the United States said it would not 
reduce its military support for Israel 
after a deadline passed for allowing 
more humanitarian aid into Gaza.

On Tuesday, Palestinian mili­
tant group Hamas condemned the 
US for complicity in the “war of 
genocide” in the Gaza Strip after
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BEIRUT/SANAA - The Israeli 
military pounded Beirut’s southern 
suburbs with airstrikes on Tuesday, 
mounting one of its heaviest day­
time attacks yet on the Hezbollah- 
controlled area, and struck the 
middle of the country, where more 
than 20 people were killed.

Smoke billowed over Beirut as 
about a dozen strikes hit the south­
ern suburbs starting in midmom- 
ing. After posting warnings to 
civilians on social media, the Israeli 
military said it struck Hezbollah 
targets in Beirut’s Dahiyeh area and 
later claimed it dismantled most of 
the group’s weapons and missile 
facilities.

Israel said it had taken steps to 
reduce harm to civilians and 
repeated its standing accusation 
that Hezbollah deliberately embeds 
itself into civilian areas to use resi­
dents as human shields, a charge 
Hezbollah rejects.

In northern Israel, two people 
were killed in the city of Nahariya 
when a residential building was 
struck, Israeli police said. Hezbollah 
later claimed responsibility for a 
drone attack that it said was aimed 
at a military base east of Nahariya. 

In Mount Lebanon Province, in 
the middle of Lebanon, Israeli 
strikes killed eight people in the vil­
lage of Baalchmay, southeast of Bei­
rut, and 15 people in Joun village in 
the Chouf district, Lebanon’s 
Health Ministry said.

Washington said Israel was not 
violating US law on the level of aid 
entering the territory.

Hamas condemned Washington’s 
“claims” that Israel is “taking meas­
ures to improve the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza" and said it was a 
“confirmation of the full partner­
ship of President (Joe) Biden’s 
administration in the brutal war of 
genocide against our people”

Joyce Msuya, interim chief of the 
UN humanitarian agency, OCHA, on 
TUesday condemned “daily cruelty” 
in Gaza.

She described civilians driven 
from their homes and “forced to 
witness their family members 
killed, burned and buried alive” in 
Gaza, which she called “a waste­
land of rubble”.

“The daily cruelty we see in Gaza 
seems to have no limits,” Msuya told 
the United Nations Security Council. 
“As I brief you, Israeli authorities are 
blocking humanitarian assistance

Baoan district in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province, has been 
strategically focusing on the 
development of seven key indus­
tries: artificial intelligence, aero­
space technology, new materials, 
robotics, intelligent sensors, 
high-end medical devices and 
biopharmaceuticals.

Among these, Al stands out, 
driving significant industrial 
growth with a comprehensive 
industry chain already in place.

In the first half of this year, 
Baoan’s Al industry achieved an 
output value of 22 billion yuan 
($3.06 billion), marking a year- 
on-year increase of 7.6 percent, 
accounting for 28 percent of 
Shenzhen’s total Al output.

The district is home to 424 Al 
companies, including 267 that 
are above designated size. Nota­
bly, Eagle Soul’s Al data center 
has been recognized as a national 
major project within the Guang- 
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 
Bay Area, and the Baoan cloud 
computing and data center has 
been designated as a national 
new-type data center.

Baoan has established a solid 
foundation in industrial machine 
vision and smart city algorithms. 
Companies such as HQVT Tech­
nology and Julong Video have 
been acknowledged as national 
specialized and innovative “little 
giant” businesses due to their 
strengths in intelligent vision 
technologies.

Approximately 80 percent of Al 
companies in Baoan operate in 
the technology application sec­
tor, contributing about 70 per­
cent of the district’s total Al 
output value. Several application 
demonstration scenarios have 
been successfully initiated in the 
district.

Baoan has gathered leading 
companies in large model tech­
nology, such as Tencent and Vivo, 
which are expected to deeply 
empower the local Al industry. 
Tencent, for example, offers a 
comprehensive range of prod­
ucts, including model bases, algo-

Violence shows no sign of abating, as 
UN official decries ‘daily cruelty’ in Gaza

from entering North Gaza, where 
fighting continues, and around 
75,000 people remain with dwin­
dling water and food supplies.”

Ahmed Bayram, a media adviser 
for the Middle East at the Norwe­
gian Refugee Council, told China 
Daily that the evidence on the 
ground “is hard to dispute”.
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data models for analysis, it will track 
industry trends and market dynam­
ics, releasing authoritative industry 
reports in a timely manner.

With the theme “Technology 
Leads Development, Industry Inte­
grates Fusion”, the 26th session 
highlights significant upcoming 
changes in areas such as national 
critical equipment, electronic infor­
mation, artificial intelligence, green 
energy, and life sciences, featuring 
concentrated displays of new prod­
ucts and technologies in these fields. 

It has exhibition areas for 17 
major industries and 22 specialized 
categories, covering international 
technologies, major national equip­
ment, electronic information and 
big data, innovation and entrepre­
neurship, financial services, smart 
agriculture and the digital country­
side, future technology and smart 
cities, and industry-education inte­
gration.

These areas are expected to com­
prehensively showcase major 
achievements of China’s new quality 
productive forces across various 
segments.
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rithm frameworks, development 
platforms, and industry applica­
tions. Vivo has developed its own 
BlueOS operating system, ena­
bling interconnectivity across 
smart home, smart wearable, and 
smart transportation fields.

Moreover, Baoan has formed a 
supportive Al industry ecosys­
tem, featuring an “internet plus” 
future technology city and sever­
al innovation and demonstration 
parks.

The future technology city, set 
to become Tencent’s global head­
quarters, will cover an area of 
809,000 square meters with a 
total development scale of 2 mil­
lion sq m.

Upon completion, it will host 
seven major industrial clusters 
and attract upstream and down­
stream enterprises within 
Tencent’s industry chains and 
business ecosystems.

The aerospace industry is 
another highlight in Baoan, with 
a well-established industry chain 
that includes product research 
and development, manufactur­
ing, system integration, and 
application services.

The district has nurtured near­
ly 100 key enterprises in satellite 
operations, aerospace materials, 
aircraft and component manu­
facturing, satellite terminals and 
chips, and satellite applications. 

A notable achievement in Bao­
an’s aerospace sector is the com­
munication satellite APSTAR-6D, 
operated by APT Mobile SatCom 
Limited.

This satellite is a part of China’s 
first global high-throughput 
broadband satellite communica­
tion system, boasting the largest 
communication capacity, highest 
output power, and most complex 
design in the sector.

1 X
Lebanese civil defense teams begin search and rescue operations on Tuesday following an Israeli attack 
on the town of Abadiyeh, south of the capital Beirut, houssam shbaro via getty images
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22
billion yuan
Output value generated by the 
artificial intelligence industry 
of Baoan district of Shenzhen 
in the first half of this year 

Famine catastrophe 
“Northern Gaza is closer than ever 

to a famine catastrophe,” Bayram 
said, adding Israel “has imposed a 
strict blockade on the north, leaving 
close to 100,000 people fighting for 
their very survival”

“Civilians are besieged, starved 
and continue to be killed,” he said. 
“Israel must stop weaponizing aid.” 

Elsewhere in Yemen, the Houthi 
group said they launched rocket 
and drone attacks on Tuesday tar­
geting US aircraft carrier Abraham 
Lincoln in the Arabian Sea and two 
US destroyers in the Red Sea.

Al and aerospace leading
Baoan’s seven key sectors

The attacks were carried out “in 
response to the British-American 
aggression on our country (Yemen), 
and in support to the Palestinian 
and Lebanese people”, Houthi mili­
tary spokesman Yahya Sarea said. 

However, Pentagon spokesman 
Major General Pat Ryder said the 
Abraham Lincoln “was not 
attacked, contrary to some of the 
allegations... by the Houthis”.

Also on Tuesday, at least 10 
Houthi operatives were killed in 
two separate US drone strikes in 
Yemen’s central Al-Bayda Province, 
a Yemeni government military 
source told Xinhua news Agency.

The strikes targeted mobile rocket 
launchers in the As-Sawma’ah and 
Dhi-Na’im districts, the source said 
on condition of anonymity.
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Shenzhen in South China’s 

Guangdong province is capturing 
the attention of the global sci-tech 
community as it is hosting the 26th 
China Hi-Tech Fair running from 
Thursday to Saturday.

This grand event focuses on 
showcasing cutting-edge technolo­
gies from around the world.

The three-day gathering has 
attracted over 5,000 renowned 
enterprises and international orga­
nizations from more than 100 coun­
tries and regions. Among them are 
over 180 Fortune Global 500 compa­
nies and State-owned enterprises, 
more than 1,000 listed companies, 
and 2,000-plus gazelle and unicorn 
firms.

This year’s fair emphasizes six 
innovations: a new model, new 
function, new highlights, new 
brands, new empowerment, and 
new patterns. For instance, the new 
model signifies a shift from govem- 
ment-led to market-driven organi­
zation, with government 
departments providing guidance 
and coordination, while market­
based institutions leverage their 
experience to drive the attraction of 
exhibitions and other activities.

The new function aims to 
enhance transactions by promoting 
more high-tech products that are 
technologically advanced, easy to 
trade, and have broad prospects.

An international buyer invitation 
plan is being implemented, encour­
aging greater participation from 
countries and regions involved in 
the Belt and Road Initiative.

This year’s event seeks to enhance 
the long-term intellectual property 
influence of its brand through inno­
vative promotion methods and for­
mats, positioning the fair as a global 
launch site for new products and 
cutting-edge technologies, as well as 
the initial release venue for new pol­
icies.

A professional digital trading 
platform is being introduced to 
facilitate the digital transformation 
of the fair. By constructing a data 
trading platform, the fair will man­
age the entire life cycle of its data, 
including exhibitors, visitors, buy­
ers, and transactions. Utilizing large
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Hafiz Mamoon Rehman gives a thumbs-up in the soybean field. 
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stories ofpeople-to-people exchanges between China and other coun­
tries. Through the vivid narration of the people in the stories, readers
can get a better understanding of a country that is boosting openness.

By XUE JINGQI in Hong Kong 
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cultural communication in archaeo­
logical research and highlighted the 
“great prospect and space for coop­
eration” between China and Turkiye 
in Neolithic archaeology.

In recent decades, archaeologists 
working across this Thrkish region 
have discovered over 20 sites from 
the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period. 
These sites often feature monumen­
tal architecture, including T-shaped 
or rounded pillars, large decorated 
stone benches and intricate carv­
ings of humans and animals.

Since taking power in the country 
for the first time in 14 years at the 
general election in July, the ruling 
Labour Party in the United Kingdom 
has lost more than 40 percent of the 
council seats it was defending in local 
elections across England, Scotland 
and Wales, new data have shown.

Although Labour increased its 
number of parliamentary seats from 
201 in the 2019 election to 412 in 2024, 
its share of the vote only went up by 
1.6 percentage points to 33.7 percent 

The previously ruling Conserva­
tive Party saw its seats slide from 365 
in 2019 to 121 in 2024, with 23.7 per­
cent of the vote, down by nearly 20 
points, so Labour’s victory was sig­
nificantly fueled by public rejection 
of the main alternative option.

In council elections since July, 
Labour has defended 58 seats, 
retaining 34 but losing 24 others, to 
parties from all across the political 
spectrum, but most significantly 
the Conservatives, who have taken 
14 of them. Labour has also taken 
five more seats that it did not previ­
ously hold.

Political analyst David Cowling, 
who conducted the research, told 
the Financial Times that the speed 
of the swing back from Labour to 
the Conservatives, who recently 
selected Kemi Badenoch as party 
leader in succession to Rishi Sunak, 
was remarkable.

“You would expect a governing 
party to take a bit of a hit after a 
general election, but certainly not 
as immediate nor as drastic as this,” 
he said.

Another analyst, former Conserv­
ative Member of Parliament Robert 
Hayward, said it was “unprecedent­
ed that an incoming government 
has been subjected to the wrath of 
voters in so many councils over the 
last four months”

Across September and October, 
Labour lost 12 seats in less than a 
month, results that came after party 
leader Keir Starmer’s first months 
as prime minister were blighted by 
negative publicity about gifts and 
hospitality he had accepted from 
party donors.

Although the turnout for council 
by-elections is usually low, and the 
key issues are often local rather than 
national concerns, the results can be 
unrepresentative. Luke TYyl from 
the More in Common think tank 
told the Daily Telegraph newspaper 
that the results should be a worry 
for Labour at a national level. 

“Firstly, the fragmentation of our 
politics into a multiparty system 
where the Greens and Reform occu­
py the left and right flanks is contin­
uing,” he noted.

“Secondly, the rapid drop in Keir 
Starmer’s approval ratings and the 
lack of honeymoon for this adminis­
tration is so far being played out in 
these by-elections, with voters 
already showing a willingness to 
punish Labour.”

Replying for the government, a 
spokesperson told the Financial 
Times: “This new Labour govern­
ment inherited unprecedented 
challenges from the Conservatives, 
with crumbling public services and 
crippled public finances. We’ve 
already begun fixing the founda­
tions and delivering change.” 

SANLIURFA, Thrkiye — Chinese 
and Thrkish experts are showing 
interest in collaborating on archaeo­
logical research at one of the world’s 
oldest Neolithic sites, located in 
southeastern Turkiye.

Archaeologists from both nations 
gathered at the first World Neolithic 
Congress, held in Sanliurfa from Nov 
4 to 8, to discuss various aspects of 
archaeological research on the Neo­
lithic Age.

Nearly 1,000 scholars from 63 
countries took part in the event, 
which took place in a region that 
harbors globally recognized Neo­
lithic sites such as Gobekli Tepe and 
Karahan Tepe. The region, steeped 
in history, has long played a crucial 
role in uncovering the mysteries of 
the Neolithic period, a transforma­
tive era that laid the foundation for 
human civilization over the past 
12,000 years.

The two sites are part of the greater

WASHINGTON - US President­
elect Donald TYump announced on 
TUesday that the world’s richest 
man, Elon Musk, will lead a new 
US government efficiency group 
tasked with cutting federal waste, 
as he added a series of figures to his 
incoming administration.

Musk became a key ally to TYump 
during his campaign, reportedly 
spending more than $100 million to 
help TYump win and repeatedly 
boosting Trump’s candidacy on X, 
the platform he owns.

TYump said Musk and another 
stalwart ally, businessman Vivek 
Ramaswamy, would co-lead a 
“Department of Government Effi­
ciency”.

Trump said the new department 
will realize long-held Republican 
dreams and “provide advice and 
guidance from outside of govern­
ment” signaling the roles of Musk 
and Ramaswamy would be infor­
mal, without requiring Senate 
approval and allowing Musk to 
remain the head of electric car com­
pany Tesla, social media platform X 
and rocket company SpaceX.

In a post on X, Musk said the 
department’s actions would be 
published online “for maximum 
transparency” and would include a 
“leaderboard for most insanely 
dumb spending of your tax dollars” 

Musk already stands to benefit 
from Trump’s victory with the bil­
lionaire entrepreneur expected to 
wield extraordinary influence to 
help his companies and secure 
favorable government treatment.

Adding a government portfolio 
to Musk’s plate could benefit the 
market value of his companies and 
favored businesses such as artificial 
intelligence and cryptocurrency.

“It’s clear that Musk will have a 
massive role in the TYump White 
House with his increasing reach 
clearly across many federal agen-

nominated by President Joe Biden 
as possible to avoid leaving vacan­
cies that Republican Trump could 
fill after taking office.

With Republicans set to take 
control of the chamber on Jan 3, 
the Senate on Tuesday held a con­
firmation vote on one of Biden’s 
judicial nominees, former prosecu­
tor April Perry, for the first time 
since TYump won the election. The 
Senate voted 51-44 in favor of her 
becoming a US district court judge 
in Illinois.

In another development, the 
judge overseeing TYump’s criminal 
hush money case has put off ruling 
on whether the president-elect’s 
conviction should be thrown out 
on immunity grounds, enabling 
prosecutors to weigh the next steps 
following his election victory.

Justice Juan Merchan had been 
due to rule on Thesday on TYump’s 
argument that the US Supreme 
Court’s decision in July that presi­
dents are immune from prosecu­
tion involving their official acts 
meant the New York state case 
should be dismissed.

Instead, Merchan granted a 
request by Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg’s office to 
have until Nov 19 to consider how 
to approach the case in light of 
Trump’s looming inauguration in 
January 2025, email correspond­
ence made public on Thesday 
showed.

Trump’s scheduled Nov 26 sen­
tencing is now widely expected to 
be postponed.

Trump in May became the first 
US president, former or sitting, 
convicted of a crime when a juiy in 
Manhattan found him guilty on 34 
felony counts. TYump, who pleaded 
not guilty, vowed to appeal the ver­
dict after sentencing.

Trump, 78, was set to make a tri­
umphant return to Washington on 
Wednesday, meeting Biden in the 
Oval Office.

“Tas Tepeler” or “Stone Hills” region, 
where archaeologists have uncov­
ered monumental statues and archi­
tectural elements, shedding light on 
the dawn of human civilization.

“We are planning a new coopera­
tion with Chinese colleagues in the 
future on the Tas Tepeler Project,” 
said Necmi Karul, the Thrkish 
archaeologist leading excavations in 
the region.

He said that some 20 Chinese 
archaeologists participated in the 
congress and hailed the spirit of sci­
entific cooperation showcased dur­
ing the discussions.

Topics explored included bioar­
chaeology, dating methods, physical 
anthropology, and geoarchaeology. 

One of the Chinese experts, Wang 
Fen, from Shandong University, said 
she was amazed by the Gobekli Tepe 
site, which, she said, may “challenge 
our historical cognition” 

She emphasized the value of cross­

Hafiz Mamoon Rehman, born in 
a small village in Pakistan’s Punjab 
Province, grew up surrounded by 
golden wheat and cotton as white 
as snow. Unlike the generations 
before him who worked the land, 
he chased academic excellence 
and sought knowledge beyond the 
familiar terrain of his homeland. 

Rehman made a journey into 
the fields of biotechnology, where 
he grappled with the intricacies of 
herbicide resistance and genetical­
ly modified wheat. In 2016, while 
pursuing his doctorate at Chon- 
nam National University in South 
Korea, he chose soybeans as the 
subject of his long-term research. 

Later, he sent resumes to soy­
bean experts across the globe. It 
was a message from Lam Hon- 
ming, a professor at The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong’s School 
of Life Sciences, that set the stage 
for what was to come.

Lam, a prominent expert in 
agricultural science, had decoded 
the genomes of 31 soybean varie­
ties, bred non-genetically modi­
fied drought and salinity-tolerant 
germplasms, and was the first 
from Hong Kong to participate in 
a national-level space agricultural 
research project.

Two years later, Rehman joined 
Lam’s lab, completing a successful 
three-year postdoctoral stint. 
Hong Kong became a dream for 
him, a place where he built a fami­
ly and created memories, includ­
ing the birth of his child at Prince 
of Wales Hospital.

Yet, despite the allure of the 
vibrant city, Rehman never lost 
sight of his goal — returning home 
and using his knowledge to help his 
people.

After years of learning, Rehman 
is now at the University of Agricul­
ture Faisalabad, developing local 
soybean varieties suited for the 
conditions in Pakistan.

Pakistan, primarily an agrarian 
nation, feces challenges due to lim­
ited crop diversity and the adverse 
effects of climate change. With 
most of its agricultural land dedi­
cated to five traditional crops and 
suffering from low soybean yield 
and quality, the country relies 
heavily on soybean imports for 
animal feed.

United Nations Secretary-Gener­
al Antonio Guterres once said that 
Pakistan is one of the countries 
most severely affected by climate 
change, a feet not lost on Rehman as 
he sought to introduce soybeans as 
a sustainable crop in his homeland.

TV host gets job
Late on Thesday, TYump named 

military veteran and FoxNews host 
Pete Hegseth as his incoming 
defense secretary.

Trump separately named Con­
gressman Mike Waltz, a former 
special forces officer, as his incom­
ing national security adviser. 
TYump also announced he was 
choosing his former director of 
national intelligence John Ratcliffe 
to lead the Central Intelligence 
Agency.

On the domestic front, Trump 
has signaled he will support his 
extreme election campaign rhetor­
ic aimed at stirring fear and anger 
among illegal immigrants ahead of 
promised mass deportations.

After TYump’s election win, the 
Senate’s Democratic majority 
began a crusade on Thesday to con­
firm as many new federal judges 

Vivek
Ramaswamy

cies,” equities 
analyst Daniel 
Ives of Wed- 
bush Securi­
ties said in a 
research note.

With just 
over two 
months until 
he takes office, 
TYump is mov­
ing quickly to 
consolidate a 
comeback

Govern- 
ments world­
wide are 
scrutinizing 
TYump’s picks 
for signs of 
how closely the 
incoming 
administration 
will stick to his 

foreign policy and harsh crack­
downs on immigration.

Benefits of cooperation
Liu Xinyi, an associate professor 

and deputy director of the Depart­
ment of Anthropology' at Washing­
ton University in St. Louis, 
emphasized that significant Neo­
lithic sites discovered in eastern 
Anatolia have consistently benefit­
ed from international collaboration. 

“The advantage of international
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Sowing hope
Iqrar Ahmad Khan, vice-chan­

cellor of the University of Agricul­
ture Faisalabad, explained that 
Pakistan spent up to $2 billion 
annually importing about 300,000 
metric tons of soybeans. “What’s 
important now is to bring in soy­
bean as a mainstream green crop,” 
he said.

Achieving this goal meant find­
ing the right seeds, and that is 
where Lam’s expertise came into 
the picture. He had already culti­
vated the Longhuang series soy­
bean in China’s Gansu province, 
which is known for its high yield 
and quality even in arid and saline 
conditions.

In 2023, Lam, for the first time, 
visited Pakistan, taking with him a 
branch of seeds. Unlike the Long­
huang series, what Lam prepared 
for Pakistan is genetically unstable 

1

Series of figures added to the incoming 
administration as team takes shape

soybean seeds, still undergoing 
change, with the hope of develop­
ing a variety that could thrive in 
the local environment

Early this May, Lam led a team, 
including agricultural scientists, 
engineers and seed experts from 
Hong Kong and the Chinese main­
land, alongside a group of Pakistani 
students from two Hong Kong 
middle schools, that arrived in 
Lahore, Punjab, to make a straight­
forward agricultural exchange.

Lam said he hoped these stu­
dents could observe their home­
land from a different perspective 
and understand die connection 
between Hong Kong and Pakistan. 

Punjab, Pakistan’s breadbasket, 
is a province with more than 100 
million people and the most devel­
oped agricultural sector in the 
country.

‘Introducing soybeans to Pun­
jab is not an easy task,” said Reh­
man, who noted the crop’s novelty 
to local farmers.

Zhang Guohong, a retired sea­
soned expert from the Gansu 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, 
bridged language barriers through 
his extensive agricultural knowl­
edge, communicating with local 
farmers about irrigation, fertiliza­
tion and cultivation techniques.

The high temperatures of Pun­
jab, edging close to 50 C, posed a 
significant challenge. “The 
extremely hot weather almost melt­
ed everything,” Zhang said.

The resilient seeds provided by 
Lam sprouted, offering a glimmer 
of hope. “It’s only by starting from 
a seed and struggling together that 
they can develop new varieties 
that truly belong there,” said Lam. 

China, with only 9 percent of the 
world’s arable land and 6 percent 
of its freshwater resources, has 
sustained nearly one-fifth of the 
global population.

Lam, 64, said China’s experien­
ces in rural vitalization over the 
past decade or so have provided 
valuable lessons for other develop­
ing countries.

Official data show that China 
has dispatched more than 2,000 
agricultural experts and techni­
cians to more than 70 countries 
and regions worldwide.

At the University of Agriculture 
Faisalabad, Iqrar Ahmad Khan 
said the institution lias signed 
more than 50 cooperation agree­
ments with numerous Chinese uni­
versities and research institutions. 

Rehman also has strong ties with 
China. He showed the shirt he was 
wearing, saying it was a commem­
orative T-shirt given to him during 
a previous agricultural inspection 
in Hainan province, and had a Chi­
nese logo printed on it.

And this time, the seeds from 
Hong Kong, China, did not disap­
point him.

Approximately 3.5 hectares 
have been planted with soybeans 
that are anticipated to produce an 
impressive yield of 2,500 kilo­
grams per hectare come summer. 
Additionally, Rehman witnessed a 
breakthrough three months into 
planting, with the soybeans segre­
gating positively toward a locally 
adapted variety.

The collaboration between Chi­
na and Pakistan in agricultural 
development highlighted the 
enduring bonds between the two 
nations, he said. “Building inter­
national friendships, connecting 
people at the grassroots level, and 
using science to help those in need 
have always been the core values 
of our Hong Kong team.”

cooperation is that, on the one hand, 
the methods are different, and 
everyone is good at different things” 
he said, emphasizing the need for 
international interdisciplinary 
cooperation.

In his view, scholars living and 
growing up in different cultural 
backgrounds can provide more 
diverse findings.

Gobekli Tepe, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site overlooking the Meso­
potamian plateau, has intrigued 
researchers since its excavation in 
the 1990s. Though widely thought to 
be a ritual site built by hunter-gath­
erers, its exact purpose remains 
debated.

In 2023, a painted wild boar stat­
ue was uncovered, revealing the use 
of pigments in prehistoric art and 
highlighting the artistic sophistica­
tion of Gobekli Tepe’s builders.
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by council 
losses in UK

Activists from Ecological Observation and Wetland Conservation Indonesia stand before a sculpture 
depicting the human body filled with plastic waste in Surabaya, Indonesia, on Wednesday, urging the 
government to tighten supervision of plastic packaging products, robertus pudyanto / getty images
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Opinion Line

Continuous opening-up benefits
Asia-Pacific region and the world

Stable Sino-Japanese ties serve both sides

s
Time to buy plane tickets and holiday longer

What They Say

Help developing countries cope with climate change
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A recent guideline document adopt­
ed by the State Council vowed greater 
efforts to promote the steady growth of 
foreign trade to provide strong support 
for sustained economic recovery.

Although China’s foreign trade has 
maintained overall steady develop­
ment, the current international eco­
nomic situation remains complex, 
engendering many uncertainties for 
China’s foreign trade and exerting pres­
sures on its exports in the future. 

The document is designed to provide 
all-round support to foreign trade 
enterprises, including measures to 
offer financial support, promote the 
development of cross-border e-com-

Starting next year, the Spring Festi­
val and Labor Day holidays will each be 
longer by a day following a revision of 
the national festival and commemora­
tive day holiday regulations on Tues­
day. This means people will have more 
time to rest and enjoy the festivities. 

Earlier holidays would mean longer 
workdays before and after, which not 
everyone liked. But the regulation says 
that the longest period of continuous 
work before and after statutory holi­
days should not exceed six days.

In recent years, climate change has 
had an increasing impact globally, with 
frequent extreme weather events pos­
ing unprecedented challenges to peo­
ple’s lives and property as well as to 
economic and social development. 
Strengthening early warning systems 
and enhancing climate adaptation 
capacity have become increasingly 
important and urgent. 

To that end, countries should 
improve their risk assessment capabili­
ties and promote the standardization of 
climate risk assessments to provide sci­
entific support for climate governance. 
They should also build a global early 
warning network, sharing technology, 
enhancing system interconnectivity, 
and work together to improve global 
early warning systems, and establish a 
climate adaptation partnership. 

China is willing to work with 
all countries to advance the 
implementation of the United 
Nations’ Early Warnings for All 
initiative, and make new and 
greater contributions to address­
ing climate change, Chinese 
Vice-Premier Ding Xuexiang 
said on Tuesday when address­
ing a high-level meeting orga­
nized by China on the issue 
during the 29th session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the

merce, facilitate cross-border trade, 
and increase customs clearance conve­
nience. These measures will further tap 
the potential of China’s foreign trade 
through institutional reforms, 
strengthen new forms of business and 
ensure the sector is on a sound footing 
for long-term development.

Despite rising protectionism, China’s 
exports have maintained high growth 
and consolidated the country’s advan­
tages by establishing a more resilient 
supply chain system and sharpening its 
global competitiveness.

As a member of the Asia-Pacific Eco­
nomic Cooperation, China’s opening- 
up has made it grow from being an

Since its establishment, the national 
regulation on holidays has been revised 
in 1999,2007 and 2013 following broad 
social interaction and consensus.

The latest revision continues this 
trend, extending people’s holiday time 
and enhancing their holiday rights. 

However, while workers believe the 
longer the holidays the better, for the 
overall economy, normal functioning 
must be ensured. That’s why debates 
about holidays are often part of the 
public discourse, while the government

United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change in Baku, Azerbaijan. 

During the meeting, China’s Action 
Plan on Early Warning for Climate 
Change Adaptation (2025-27) was pub­
lished, demonstrating the country’s 
determination to make the most of 
what it has to contribute to the global 
response to the challenge. 

As part of these efforts, China 
intends to develop and implement a 
South-South cooperation flagship 
project for early warning in response to 
climate change, supporting other 
developing countries through the pro­
vision of meteorological observation 
equipment, early warning systems, and 
capacity-building training. 

Aside from the pressing need to 
respond to the impacts of extreme 
weather, COP29 is considered a climate 
financing conference to address the 
long-term imbalanced funding prob­
lems that have been hindering global 
efforts to combat climate change. Its 
core agenda is to adopt a new climate 
finance target, which will be the first 
reassessment of the amount and type of 
funds received by developing countries 
for climate action in 15 years, and a new 
collective quantified target (NCQT) will 
be generated to replace the $100 billion 
annual target set in 2009. 

This new target will help vulnerable

iven the vast common ground that China and the European Union share, especially 
on economic globalization and free trade, there has been hope that, with a new lead­
ership, the EU will work with China to push forward their pragmatic cooperation 
and resolve the differences that exist between them through dialogue.

The reelection of Donald Trump as US president has added a sense of urgency for China and 
the EU to work together to find a coordinated response to what is expected to be aggressive US 
trade policies. Trump imposed punitive tariffs on key industries in both China and the EU dur­
ing his first term, and pledged in his campaign to impose hefty tariffs of more than 60 percent 
on Chinese imports, and a 10 percent blanket tariff on all imported goods including those from 
Europe.

That the US president-elect has warned the EU it will have to “pay a big price” for not buying 
enough US exports should have given the members of the European Parliament pause for 
thought in deciding who will take up posts on the European Commission’s next leadership 
team. They should have second thoughts if they went into the hearings that began in Brussels 
on Nov 4 seeking to decouple the bloc from China.

Maros Sefcovic, the EU’s commissioner-designate for trade and economic security, has 
described China as the most challenging trading partner of the 27-member bloc. Though Sef­
covic advocates for removing trade barriers and promoting free and fair trade, he has taken a 
tough position on China, accusing the country of not providing a level playing field and fair 
market access to European businesses, which, in his view, is “threatening our industry in the 
European Union”

Such politically motivated presumptions are wrong, of course, and will only cast a shadow 
over future China-EU economic and trade cooperation if they are translated into policies. 

The EU has already imposed hefty tariffs on made-in-China electric vehicles starting this 
month, and the last thing the two sides need at the moment is an escalation of trade tensions 
that may hamper a negotiated settlement of the trade dispute. After all, a two-front trade war, 
with the US and China, does not in any way serve the EU’s own interests.

China and the EU, with their annual trade volume reaching nearly $800 billion, have shared 
interests that far outweigh their differences, and such a mutually beneficial bond marked by 
interdependence should not be severed by bias or political short-sightedness.

That negotiators from the two sides are still in talks on EV price undertakings, and China 
and France have resumed discussions on the duties Beijing has imposed on European brandy 
imports indicate the two sides are committed to resolving differences through dialogue and 
consultations, and working for mutual benefit and common development.

Attention should be given to guard against attempts by China hawks within the EU to posi­
tion the country as a major threat to the bloc’s geopolitical security, which risks shaking the 
foundation of their comprehensive strategic partnership.

The EU’s foreign policy chief-designate Kaja Kallas, in a recent confirmation hearing, 
claimed that “China needs to also feel a higher cost” for keeping Russia supplied with technolo­
gy needed for its “special military operation” in Ukraine, arguing that “without China’s sup­
port, Russia would not be able to continue its war with the same force”

Such rhetoric, which reflects the Cold-War mentality that has reared its ugly head in Europe, 
has no basis in facts, and only sows seeds of division and mistrust between China and the EU. It 
could also compromise efforts to find a political solution to the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

The remarks are also provocative as they are meant to pit China, which is not a party to the 
conflict, against Europe in the hope of fueling animosity against the country. This goes against 
the consensus the two sides have reached to strengthen communication and coordination on 
global affairs and oppose camp-based confrontation.

It is to be hoped that the new EU leadership team will quickly rise above such prejudiced and 
ill-considered judgments and look at China without using a distorted ideological lens.

hortly after Shigeru Ishiba’s reelection as Japanese prime minister on Monday, he pro­
posed a plan that the Japanese government will provide at least 10 trillion yen ($64.5 
billion) of support before the 2030 fiscal year to promote the development of the coun­
try’s semiconductor and artificial intelligence industries.

The move clearly indicates the Japanese leader is well aware that whether or not his govern­
ment can consolidate the backbone industries of Japan to help the country address its long­
term economic woes will decide his political future.

That Ishiba was reelected hours after he and his Cabinet resigned demonstrates the division 
in Japan’s political circle as well as the fact that neither side has the confidence that it can help 
the world’s fourth-largest economy weather through its long-term structural problems that 
were aggravated during the Fumio Kishida government’s time in office.

In addition to 10 trillion yen to support Al and semiconductor research and development, 
the new economic countermeasures proposed by the Ishiba Cabinet include financial support 
for low-income families to help them cope with rising prices.

During Kishida’s initial tenure, although his Cabinet advocated the promotion of “new capital­
ism” policies, promising a virtuous cycle of growth and distribution, the yen experienced historic 
depreciation against the dollar and the euro, which, while good for export companies, increased 
the price pressure at home, where people’s real wage growth has actually been negative.

These economic issues are closely related to Japan’s one-sided pro-United States diplomacy, 
which comes at a high cost to Japan’s ties with its major trading partner, China. To please the 
US, the Japanese government is raising large amounts of debt to cover the government’s fast 
rising expenditure on security.

The high defense spending has forced the government to resort to printing excessive 
amounts of banknotes that has fueled inflation, affecting ordinary people the most, which 
explains the low support rate for the Kishida government. Since it is difficult for the govern­
ment to overhaul its foreign policy, it is almost impossible for it to make breakthroughs in 
addressing the country’s weak economy in the near future as evidenced by the failure of the 
Ishiba-led ruling coalition of the Liberal Democratic Party and Komeito to win a majority in 
the country’s legislature. The lack of confidence and consensus would pull the rug from under 
the Ishiba government’s feet when it comes to some crucial reforms.

Japan’s outbound economy, limited natural resources and aging population mean its econo­
my relies on relations with its major trading partners, particularly China. Reducing its eco­
nomic and trade cooperation with China further squeezes the policy and financial space for 
Japan to overcome pressures from its labor shortage and rising labor costs caused by an aging 
population and a declining birthrate.

What Japan lacks most for its Aland high-end chip industries is not government subsidies or 
stimulus packages but international cooperation, a market and manufacturing bases to indus­
trialize and commercialize its know-how. Maintaining the stability of the industry and supply 
chains between Japan and China serves the interests of both sides, and is crucial if the Ishiba 
government is to bail out the Japanese economy and enhance people’s livelihoods.

China is ready to work with Japan to further leverage their respective comparative advanta­
ges, explore more new growth poles of cooperation, and jointly safeguard the stability and 
smooth flow of their industry and supply chains.

Meanwhile, the upcoming APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in Lima, capital of Peru, followed 
by the G20 Summit in Rio de Janeiro should provide Ishiba an opportunity to reevaluate Japan’s 
gains and losses over the past few years and ensure Japan plays its due role as a key member of 
the Asia-Pacific economic community promoting free trade and economic globalization.

China Dally UK
90 Cannon St. London EC4N 6HA, UK
+44(0)207398 8270
editor@chlnadallyuk.com

early participant to a major player of 
APEC.

The development of China and the 
Asia-Pacific is based on openness, inclu­
siveness, and learning from each other, 
rather than confrontation, beggar-thy- 
neighbor policies and “a small yard and 
high fence” approach. This is why the 
Asia-Pacific has become the most 
dynamic region, contributing 70 per­
cent to the world’s economic growth. 

China’s development benefits from 
the Asia-Pacific, and will benefit the 
Asia-Pacific. China has never stopped 
opening-up to the Asia-Pacific and the 
regions beyond, and will never stop. 

- WU Y1XUE, CHINA DAILY
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countries adopt clean energy and other 
low-carbon solutions and build resil­
ience to worsening climate impacts. 

Developed and developing countries 
naturally have different views on issues 
such as the financiers, sources of funds, 
and scale of funds involved in address­
ing climate change. They should 
adhere to the principles, provisions 
and mandates of the Paris Agreement 
and ensure that the relevant provisions 
of the Paris Agreement are not renego­
tiated or rewritten.

Developed countries should accord­
ingly fulfill their funding obligations 
and continue to take the lead in mobi­
lizing funds, and encourage other 
countries to participate voluntarily. 

To be specific, the developed coun­
tries should fulfill their commitment to 
donate $100 billion per year to develop­
ing countries before 2025, double their 
adaptation funding, and further expand 
the funding scale after 2025 as agreed 
before, and implement the NCQT if it 
can be agreed on during the COP29. 

The funding source should be mainly 
public funds of developed economies. 
Through supporting global climate 
actions with public funds, rather than 
the private sector, the developed coun­
tries can send positive and stable policy 
signals to the international community. 

- IJ YANG, CHINA DAILY

fixes holidays after seeking public opin­
ion and forming a consensus.

Following Tuesday's announcement, 
on social networking sites many posted 
comments such as “extremely happy” 
or “hurry up and buy plane tickets for 
travel”

As the economy' continues to devel­
op, holidays will be optimized too. 
Through timely adjustments they will 
better balance the rhythm of social life, 
and people’s needs and expectations. 

- BEIJING NEWS
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China and Peru jointly building a better future
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Climate-smart agriculture to address climate change
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toring, early warning and unified pre­
vention and control systems against 
major pests and diseases in key areas. 

The impact of natural disasters can 
be reduced by establishing a prelimi­
nary natural disaster monitoring and 
early warning system, issuing disaster 
prevention and mitigation plans in 
advance, improving the agricultural 
water conservancy and disaster preven­
tion and mitigation infrastructure, and 
increasing the food storage capacity in

disaster-prone areas. 
In terms of international coopera­

tion, the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs has jointly implemented 
Global Environment Facility (GEF) pro­
jects with the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization, and the 
World Bank. China has also designed 
the Ecological and Low-Carbon Food 
Systems in China project under the 
GEF-8 framework.

By promoting climate-smart agricul­
ture, better conserving agricultural bio­
diversity, remediating soil on cultivated 
land, facilitating the green transforma­
tion of food production and developing 
a diversified food supply system, China 
has optimized the food production sys­
tem in the project areas. These projects 
have effectively enhanced the climate 
resilience of agriculture and created 
models for international agricultural 
response to climate change. 

The ongoing 29th Conference of the 
Parties to the UN Framework Conven-

The author is a senior agronomist with 
the Rural Energy and Environment 
Agency, Ministry of Agriculture and 
RuralAffairs.
The views don’t necessarily represent
those of Chino, Daily.

The author is an economist and director 
of the Centerfor Asian Studies at Peru’s 
National University ofSanMarcos. 
The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

for $3.59 billion, and in 2023 China 
Southern Power Grid International paid 
$2.9 billion to acquire Enel. Chinese 
companies have also bought other Peru- 
wan electricity companies.

Moreover, Peru became a member of 
the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank, contributing $154.6 million, the 
highest amount by a Latin American 
country, to the bank’s fund. Only five 
other Latin American countries have 
contributed to the AIIB’s fund: Argenti­
na, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador and Uruguay. 
In fact, Peru’s contribution to the AIIB’s 
fund accounts for 84 percent of the total 
by Latin American countries.

China is also investing in training tal­
ents for 5G technology, with Chinese tel­
ecom giant Huawei setting up 
laboratories and research centers in 
universities such as San Marcos Nation­
al University and National University of 
Engineering, two of the biggest and 
most prestigious universities in Peru. 

Peru’s railways and highways are oth­
er potential investment areas for Chi­
nese companies. Every country needs to 
build modern infrastructure to boost its 
economic development And Latin 
American countries need to improve 
their infrastructure to achieve higher 
growth — which they can achieve 
through the Belt and Road Initiative 
framework.

tion on Climate Change (COP29), which 
commenced on Monday and will con­
clude on Nov 22 in Baku, Azerbaijan, is 
expected to focus on the “Sharm 
el-Sheikh joint work on implementation 
of climate change on agriculture and 
food security” and put pressure on the 
UN member states to implement the 
consensus reached at Sharm El Sheikh. 

Developed countries should fulfill 
their due responsibilities and delivery 
on climate finance commitments, while 
providing technical and capacity-build­
ing support to developing countries, in 
order to help them take policy meas­
ures to make the agricultural sector 
more resilient to climate change and 
thus ensure global food security.

ith voters in the United States electing 
a new president, speculation on the tra­
jectory Sino-US relations will take, par­
ticularly in the realm of technology, has 

increased. The new US president, with ample busi­
ness experience and fewer political constraints, lias 
the opportunity to shift away from the current 
administration’s trial-and-error approach and adopt 
a more rational and pragmatic stance on China. 

During the election campaign, the president-elect 
laced his speeches with anti-China rhetoric and accu­
sations, and proposed to take measures that could 
impede bilateral relations in high-tech. However, it is 
important to understand that campaign rhetoric in 
the US often differs from the actual decisions taken 
by the government — an inherent feature of US elect­
oral politics. Hopefully, the interests of the American 
people should guide the White House policies. 

Ideally, the right thing to do for the new adminis­
tration would be to abandon the emotion-driven 
high-tech policy toward China. Both empirical evi­
dence and logical reasoning indicate that the ongo­
ing restrictions on technological exchanges between 
the two sides are detrimental to not only China but 
the United States as well.

A key assumption underpinning US restrictions on 
technology exchanges is that China’s technological 
progress poses a threat to the US’ high-tech sector. 
Such assumptions, however, do not hold up to reason 
or scrutiny. The complementary and mutually bene­
ficial aspects of technological research and 
exchanges, academic collaboration, patent sharing 
and intellectual property rights trade far outweigh 
the blind competition and confrontation elements.

limate change is one of the 
most serious common challen­
ges the world is facing today, 
and one of the worst impacts

of climate change has been on the agri­
culture sector, affecting development 
patterns and threatening global food 
security.

Climate change-induced natural dis­
asters such as floods, droughts, heat 
waves, rising temperatures in summer 
and increasingly cold winters have been 
more frequently hitting China. Crops in 
some regions have suffered heavy dam­
age, significantly affecting the stability 
of agricultural production. Therefore, 
the country has to take more measures 
to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change, so as to better safeguard agri­
culture.

In feet, the central government 
attaches great importance to adapta­
tion to climate change, and has imple­
mented a series of policies to enhance 
the resilience of agriculture to climate 
change. By taking such measures, Chi­
na is also contributing to the global 
fight against climate change and help­
ing improve global climate governance. 

In terms of policy formulation, the 
government lias used strategic planning, 
policies and regulations, such as the 
National Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy 2035, Implementation Plan for 
Agricultural and Rural Emission Reduc­
tion and Carbon Sequestration and the 
14th Five-Year National Agricultural 
Green Development Plan, to expedite the 
implementation of the action plans to 
make the agricultural sector more resil­
ient to climate change, and minimize the 
impacts of climate change on agriculture. 

The government has also drafted the 
China Climate Change Adaptation 
Progress Report (2023) and China’s Pol­
icies and Actions for Addressing Cli­
mate Change (2024) to systematically 
review the progress and effectiveness of 
China’s climate adaptation work, and 
promote policy formulation and actions 
at all levels.

When it comes to providing scientific 
and technological support, China has 
been promoting research and develop­
ment of key technologies to make the 
agriculture sector more resilient to cli­
mate change. China has also expedited 
the studies of germplasm resources 
adapted to climate change, because 
plant genetic resources underpin the 
security of agriculture. And while 
breeding high-yield, stress-resistant and 
high-quality varieties of grains, it has 
been promoting the integration of pest 
control and crop cultivation adapted to 
climate change, as well as developing 
dry forming and water conservation 
technologies, so as to comprehensively 
enhance the agricultural food system’s 
resilience to climate change. 

As for agricultural disaster mitiga­
tion and response, the government has 
taken prevention, mitigation and relief 
measures, while bolstering the moni-

Liu Dongmei is secretary of the Party Committee and
a researcher at the China Academy of Science and 
Technology Development Strategy; and Huang Ning 
is an associate researcher at the Institute of Interna­
tional Technology Relations, China Academy of Sci­
ence and Technology Development Strategy. 
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

eru is the second-largest invest­
ment destination for China in 
Latin America, and about 36 
percent of Peru’s exports of

goods were destined for China last year, 
consolidating China’s position as the 
biggest trade partner of Peru and fur­
ther deepening the trade and invest­
ment relations between the two 
countries.

In 2008, Peru and China signed a 
strategic partnership agreement to not 
only boost bilateral trade but also deep­
en cooperation in areas such as interna­
tional relations, including cooperation 
in global forums, and align their trade 
policies.

In 2009, Peru became the second 
country (after Chile) in Latin America 
to sign a free trade agreement with Chi­
na, with the agreement taking effect in 
2010. And in 2013, the two countries 
signed a comprehensive strategic part­
nership agreement that elevated bilater­
al relationship to a higher level.

In September 2016, then Peruvian 
President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski visited 
China on his first foreign trip, which 
showed the growing importance of Chi­
na-Peru relations for Lima. And former 
president Pedro Castillo, who succeeded 
Kuczynski, paid a visit to the Chinese 
embassy one week before assuming his 
post in July 2021.

Besides, incumbent Peruvian Presi­
dent Dina Ercilia BoluarteZegarra met 
with Chinese President Xi Jinping dur­
ing the APEC Leaders Meeting in San 
Francisco, California, last year, and paid 
a visit to China in June this year with a Besides, Washington’s policies 

have compelled some US compa­
nies to shift their manufacturing 
and other units from China to the 
US or other countries.
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large delegation of ministers and busi­
nessmen during which the two sides 
signed several agreements. 

According to figures given by Chinese 
Ambassador to Peru Song Yang during 
an interview in September, about 200 
Chinese companies have invested about 
$30 billion in Peru. But according to a 
study by the American Enterprise Insti­
tute published in July, between 2005 
and June 2024, China has invested 
about $31.8 billion in Peru. 

More importantly, President Xi will 
attend the APEC Leaders Meeting in 
Lima and also pay a state visit to Peru 
from Thursday to Sunday. 

Since Peiu joined the Belt and Road

I

Initiative in 2019, Chinese investments 
in Peru’s infrastructure sector have sig­
nificantly increased. In particular, Chi­
na is building a seaport in Chancay, 
about 55 kilometers north of Lima, 
which will be the most modern port on 
the South Pacific coast of Latin Ameri­
ca. Owned 60 percent by China’s COS­
CO Shipping Corporation, the port will 
cost more than $3 billion and will be 
the gateway to Peru from Asia as well as 
an exchange and distribution hub for 
South America.

Peru’s geographical location in the 
center of South America’s Pacific coast 
makes it the gateway to Latin American 
markets for Asian economies, and the 
port of departure to Asia for Latin 
American countries.

Peru already exports more than half 
its goods to Asia, with over 97 percent of 
them being transported by ocean-going 
vessels. There are no direct maritime 
links to the Asian markets from Peru, or 
for that matter from any South Ameri­
can country. But thanks to the Chancay 
port, South American countries will 
now have a direct maritime route to 
Asia.

The other major Chinese investments 
by Chinese enterprises in Peru in recent 
years were made by China Three Gorges 
Project Corporation and China South­
ern Power Grid International, which 
separately acquired two companies 
which generated and supplied electrici­
ty to Lima. In 2019, China Yangtze Pow­
er International, a subsidiary of China 
Three Gorges Project Corporation, 
acquired Sempra Energy International 

China has the highest number of doctoral candi­
dates in the world. As a matter of feet, US multina­
tional corporations have reaped substantial benefits 
from their investments and research and develop­
ment operations in China, and leveraged China’s 
human resources to acquire valuable intellectual 
property.

The growth of China’s high-tech manufacturing is 
closely related to its integration with the global value 
chain led by the US. A significant part of China’s high- 
tech exports involves processing, which requires sub­
stantial imports of components and intermediate 
goods — many of which come from the US. 

Therefore, claims that China’s technological devel­
opment is a threat to the US are largely politically 
motivated, especially because etude nee shows that 
US policies aimed at “decoupling” and “de-risking” 
from the Chinese economy have not yielded the 
intended results. For China, these policies may have 
caused short-term disruptions in its industry and 
supply chains, but in the ultimate analysis, they have 
fostered alternatives, by prompting the country to 
expedite original and innovative R&D.

Besides, Washington’s policies have compelled 
some US companies to shift their manufacturing and 
other units from China to the US or other countries. 

Interestingly, the US International Trade Commis­
sion has said that the cost of imposing extra tariffs on 
Chinese products under the provisions of Section 232 
and Section 301 of the US Trade Act of 1974 is being 
passed down to US businesses and consumers. Many 
US experts have questioned the wisdom of decou­
pling the US and Chinese economies, despite the 
chances of the two sides reaching a consensus on 
export control policies becoming increasingly diffi­
cult.

Also, the US’ approach has inadvertently increased 
the burden on many global companies and consum­
ers. For instance, US restrictions on exporting semi­
conductors to China have disrupted the global 
semiconductor supply chain, forcing companies in 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands and 
other economies to navigate between increased oper­
ational costs and reduced market demand, potential­
ly leading to overcapacity in advanced countries’ 
chip industries.

Additionally, the US is using its “long-arm jurisdic­
tion” and political pressure to force third-country 
companies to join the technological blockade bloc 
against China, harming their interests. The incon­
sistency between the US’ self-proclaimed commit­
ment to free market and fair competition and its 
frequent use of non-market, unjust policies to target 
other countries has eroded the country’s credibility 
and sowed distrust between the US-led West and 
developing countries.

Improving China-US tech relations is essential not 
only for the mutual interests of the two sides but also 
to invigorate economic globalization. The new US 
administration, therefore, should adopt a pragmatic 
and flexible approach to its technology policy toward 
China, lift the export controls and extra tariffs on 
Chinese products, promote cooperation in high-tech 
and expand personnel exchanges. And the two coun­
tries should enhance communication and collabora­
tion, work together to steer bilateral relations toward 
a cooperative and mutually beneficial future.
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Peru’s geographical loca­
tion in the center of South 
America’s Pacific coast 
makes it the gateway to 
Latin American markets 
for Asian economies, and 
the port of departure to 
Asia for Latin American 
countries.

These projects have 
effectively enhanced the 
climate resilience of 
agriculture and created 
models for international 
agricultural response to 
climate change.

Sino-US tech ties 
need deepening, 
not ‘decoupling’
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Keep up the good fight
The future of global climate governance under the next US administration appears bleak at first sight
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As for the US, the problem now is 
that they may not even have any 
good words to say under Trump’s 
leadership, and even the US’ old cli­
mate commitments may not be 
upheld any longer. Therefore, 
where will global climate gov­
ernance go?

The COP29 is currently 
being held in Baku, the cap­
ital of Azerbaijan. There is 
no doubt that Trump’s 
victory has cast a heavy 
and gloomy shadow 
over this conference, 
which may be difficult 
to dispel for at least the 
next four years. We 
cannot help but ask: 
What will global cli­
mate governance be 
like without the partici­
pation of the US?

First, it will no longer 
be truly global climate 
governance. Given its glob­
al influence as well as its 
fossil energy production 
and consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
the US plays a key role in 
global climate governance. TO 
The Joe Biden administration 
has been actively addressing 
climate change and pro- 
posed the goal of
reducing US green­
house gas emis­
sions by 40
percent by
2030 com­
pared to 2005. 
The Biden adminis- 
tration has also pro­
posed net zero emissions by 2050 
and an investment of $2 trillion in 
infrastructure and clean energy. 

In order to achieve these goals, 
in 2022, the US passed the most 
important climate legislation in 
history, the Inflation Reduction 
Act. The detailed rules, including 
the list of electric vehicles eligible

limited federal intervention in envi­
ronmental regulation, particularly 
if it perceives that regulatory 
authority has been overstepped. 
This could pose significant barriers 
to climate litigation efforts. The 
West Virginia v. EPA ruling, for 
instance, was a signal of the Court’s 
willingness to limit federal agency 
authority, suggesting that future 
challenges may be less successful at 
securing expansive regulatory 
interpretations.

Third, with federal action expect­
ed to slow or reverse, state and local 
governments have stepped forward 
as powerful climate actors, show­
casing the benefits of decentralized

for subsidies, were just announced 
on April 1,2023. But will these 
rules still be implemented next 
April? Probably not. It is also 
unlikely the remaining funds in the 
Inflation Reduction Act will be in 
place. The National Clean Power

forces actively addressing the cli­
mate crisis, which transcend parti­
san politics. They exist in the 
private sector, in technology com­
panies, and among many ordinary 
people who value environmental 
protection and care about climate 
change. California has always been 
a leader on the climate change 
issue. And another notable example 
is that Elon Musk is a good friend of 
Trump, but his views on electric 
vehicles are still very different from 
Trump’s.

Third, there is still the possibility 
of joint cooperation not only 
between China and Europe, but 
also between China and the US, and 
between the US and Europe to 
address the climate crisis. Taking 
California as an example, Governor 
Gavin Newsom visited China dur­
ing Ihimp’s first term to express 
the necessity and importance of 
actively cooperating with China, 
and indeed both sides subsequently 
promoted cooperation in different 
ways. We should continue to main­
tain cooperation and contact with 
the US Climate Alliance.

We still believe there is hope. In 
the future, China will continue to 
take the path of climate governance 
through emission reduction, miti­
gation and adaptation from the 
perspective of building a communi­
ty with a shared future for man­
kind, with the aim of establishing 
an ecological civilization and build­
ing a beautiful China. China will 
also work together with all the 
actors and all the forces in the 
world to make a difference in 
addressing the climate crisis.

mate commitments. 
Initiatives such as the Regional 

Greenhouse Gas Initiative in the 
Northeast provide a model for mul­
tistate collaboration. By creating a 
cap-and-trade system for power 
plant emissions, the initiative has 

not only reduced emissions but 
has also generated revenue for 
reinvestment in clean energy. 

L Other regions could explore 
similar collaborative frame­
works to mitigate the impact 

4 1 of federal rollbacks, while
'1 insulating themselves from 

potential federal preemp­
tion battles. 

Fourth, private sector
< action and market dynamics 

are critical drivers of climate 
progress, and many trends are 

likely to persist despite federal 
policies.
Many US companies have 

pledged ambitious sustainability 
goals, driven by pressure from 
investors, customers, and interna­
tional partners. For instance, corpo­
rations such as Microsoft, Amazon 
and Walmart have set net-zero 
emissions targets. These commit­
ments reflect not only corporate 
responsibility but also a recognition 
of the economic risk climate change 
poses to long-term profitability. 

The falling costs of solar, wand, 
and battery storage continue to 
drive the renewable energy market, 
making it increasingly competitive 
with fossil fuels. Even without fed­
eral mandates, renewable energy 
projects are expanding, largely sup­
ported by state policies and private 
investments. The IRAs financial 
incentives provide a substantial 
boost to these projects, likely ena­
bling states to continue building 
out renewable infrastructure. 

Climate-related financial disclo­
sures and environmental, social, 
and governance standards are on 
the rise, often supported by state­
level regulations and global market

The author is an assistant research­
er at the Institute of American Stud­
ies at the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences. The author contributed
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

Association stated that from
August 2022 to August 2023, the 
private sector in the US established 
80 large-scale clean energy facili­
ties with a total investment of over 
$270 billion. In the future, this 
momentum may not be sustaina-

The author is a researcher at the 
Institute for Climate and Carbon 
Neutrality at the University of 
Hong Kong and principal investi­
gator at University of California, 
Berkeley, School of Law. The author 
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

direct mandates may make it more 
resistant to executive interference. 
Still, the extent of its impact 
depends on how actively federal 
agencies work to implement its 
provisions. Even with reduced fed­
eral agency support, the IRA could 
catalyze private investment and 
state-driven projects, but its 
effectiveness may be diluted 
without active federal stew­
ardship.

Laws such as the National 
Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) mandate 
environmental impact 
assessments and provide 
protections that indirectly B
affect climate action. Howev- "
er, both the NEPA and the 
ESA could face rollbacks, as ’
TYump’s administration previ­
ously worked to streamline 
NEPA assessments, reducing their 
scope and duration. Given these 
challenges, the onus may fall on 
state and local governments to 
maintain stricter environmental 
assessments and protections. 

Second, the judiciary has histori­
cally been an avenue for shaping, 
challenging, and upholding climate 
policies. However, the conservative 
composition of the Supreme Court 
presents mixed prospects for those 
relying on judicial intervention. 

Environmental organizations, 
states and local governments, and 
affected communities are likely to 
continue using the courts to chal­
lenge federal actions that roll back 
climate protections. Examples 
include the numerous lawsuits filed 
by California and other states 
against Thimp’s environmental 
rollbacks in his first term, many of 
which succeeded in delaying or 
even reversing certain deregula­
tions.

With a conservative Supreme 
Court majority, the judiciary may 
be more likely to rule in favor of

expectations. The US Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s ongoing 
development of climate disclosure 
requirements, though potentially 
stymied at the federal level, reflects 
a larger trend toward transparency 
and accountability in corporate cli­
mate impacts. This market-driven 
push for climate transparency 
could serve as a key climate lever in 
the private sector.

States, cities, and private enter­
prises increasingly engage in inter­
national climate efforts, reinforcing 
US commitments even when feder­
al leadership lags. For instance, the 
US Climate Alliance — comprised 
of states committed to the Paris 
Agreement — engages internation­
ally, demonstrating sustained cli­
mate ambition. Subnational 
entities, particularly in partner­
ships with countries such as China, 
continue to contribute expertise 
and resources, fostering resilience 
and advancing innovation across 
borders.

The federal climate landscape 
may face significant challenges 
under Trump’s second term, but the 
strength of decentralized climate 
governance suggests a path for­
ward. Even as federal policies 
regress, this distributed network of 
climate actors provides hope for 
continued progress. In an era of 
potential federal opposition, these 
decentralized efforts underscore 
the commitment in the US to cli­
mate action, highlighting opportu­
nities for Sino-US cooperation on 
climate policy and solutions. This 
resilient infrastructure — grounded 
in innovation, collaboration, and 
local action — offers hope for sus­
tained climate progress, even in a 
complex political environment.

climate governance.
California has long been a leader 

in climate action, using its size and 
economic influence to set ambi­
tious standards. California’s vehicle 
emissions standards, for example, 
have often set de facto national 
standards, as auto manufacturers 
adapt to meet the state’s require­
ments. Under Ihimp’s first term, 
California successfully fought for its 
right to maintain these standards, 
showcasing the state’s resilience. 
Other states, particularly those in 
the US Climate Alliance, look to 
California’s policies for guidance 
and support, creating a network of 
states committed to upholding cli-

ble. After all, the president-elect 
doesn’t like the bill at all and has 
promised to repeal it. 

Second, Trump’s attitude, stance 
and approach toward climate 

change may affect the trust and 
confidence urgently needed 

for global climate govern­
ance. Coping with climate 

change is a systematic 
project that requires 
joint consultation and 
cooperation from all 
parties around the 
world. Only by con­
solidating into a col­
lective force can 
human beings be lib­
erated from the cli­
mate crisis. Now 
Ihimp’s future poli­
cies in the field of cli­
mate diplomacy may 

undermine everyone’s 
confidence. 

Is it the death sen­
tence for global climate 

governance? Is there 
no future for global 
climate govern­
ance? Of course not, 
we still have hope 
and expectations. 
First, for global cli­

mate governance, the 
US is important, but 
not the only impor­
tant player. Cur­
rently, Europe 
and China are 
actively promot­

ing the develop- 
* ment of global 

climate governance. 
There is still a lot of room and agen­
da for cooperation between China 
and Europe, and we believe that 
such cooperation will have a great 
impact.

Second, although the president­
elect is important for US climate 
policy, he is not the only important 
force. The US has always had many

US legal infrastructure and resilience of climate action at the sub national level 
may counter federal regression in the next four years

onald Hump was elected 
the 47th president of the 
United States. This will 
have a significant influ­

ence on global climate governance. 
Trump not only questions the 

objectivity of climate change and 
die authenticity of its negative 

impacts on 
human society, 
but also opposes 
emission reduc­
tion and mitiga­
tion, and 
adaptation policy 
measures taken

to address the climate crisis. He has 
indicated he will once again with­
draw the US from the Paris Agree­
ment and may even withdraw it 
from the United Nations Frame­
work Convention on Climate 
Change.

Without any doubt, under the 
leadership of Trump, various retro­
gressive measures can be expected 
to be implemented. During his first 
term, he revoked or suspended 
countless climate policy regulations 
and research programs, and 
appointed a number of leaders with 
differing views on climate change 
to keep positions in the fields of 
energy and the environment. 

In 2016, lYump announced his 
intention to withdraw the US from 
the Paris Agreement at the time 
when the 22nd session of the Con­
ference of the Parties to the 
UNFCCC was being held in Mar­
rakesh, Morocco, during which the 
Conference of the Parties to the Par­
is Agreement had just convened its 
first meeting.

In October, the UN Environment 
Programme released the “2024 
Emissions Gap Report”, with the 
theme of this year’s report being 
“Stop empty talk” The report point­
ed out that “there is a huge gap 
between the rhetoric and reality of 
countries, and new climate com­
mitments need to be formulated”.

ith Donald Hump 
returning to the 
White House, the cli­
mate policy of tiie 

United States feces renewed chal­
lenges, likely featuring regulatory 
rollbacks and reduced participation 
in global climate agreements. 
Ihimp’s previous administration 
demonstrated a strong aversion to 

federal climate 
regulation, dis­
mantling numer­
ous 
environmental 
policies and with­
drawing tiie US 
from the Paris 

Agreement, leaving climate advo­
cates wondering if progress could 
be maintained. However, despite 
federal pushback, state and local 
governments, the private sector, 
civil society, and more importantly, 
a robust legal framework provided 
pathways to sustain climate action. 

First, key federal laws have pro­
tided a foundational framework for 
US climate action, although they 
are not without limitations. 

The 2007 Supreme Court deci­
sion in Massachusetts v. Environ­
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
gave the EPA authority to regulate 
greenhouse gases, categorizing 
them as pollutants under the Clean 
Air Act. This ruling enabled cli­
mate-related regulations such as 
the Obama-era Clean Power Plan. 
However, more recent rulings, par­
ticularly the 2022 West Virginia v. 
EPA decision, have constrained the 
EPA’s regulatory reach, emphasiz­
ing that Congress must authorize 
sweeping climate measures. This 
limits the Clean Air Act’s effective­
ness in serving as a stand-alone tool 
for comprehensive climate policy 
under a skeptical administration. 

The Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA) represents one of the most 
significant federal investments in 
clean energy and emissions reduc­
tion, with its tax credits and fund­
ing mechanisms designed to 
support the transition to renewable 
energy. Notably, the IRA’s reliance 
on financial incentives rather than
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Bridge-building skills span generations
Expertise, knowledge of making ornate covered wooden structures still alive, Wang Ru reports in Ningde, Fujian province.
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Connecting the past with the futureBy WANG RU in Ningde, Fujian
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beams to create an arch without 
nails or rivets, its body is like an 
upside-down basket, and the result­
ing structure is able to efficiently 
spread weight loads.

“Using short logs, it’s possible to 
make long bridges. This is a reflec­
tion of the skill of the people in the 
mountainous areas of Fujian and 
Zhejiang,” Lu says.

for farmers, poetry recitation events, 
and study tours, have also been held 
to integrate the bridge into the area’s 
development of tourism, and Chen 
says that during the Spring Festival 
holiday between Feb 10 and 15, it 
received about 10,000 visits every day.

The 12th-century monumental 
scroll painting Along the River Dur­
ing the Qingming Festival, vividly 
showcases the cultural splendor and 
social prosperity of Bianjing (now 
Kaifeng, in Henan province), as the 
capital of the Northern Song Dynas­
ty (960-1127). At the heart of this 
masterpiece lies the Hongqiao 
Bridge spanning the Bianhe River, 
resembling a vibrant rainbow teem­
ing with bustling crowds.

Meticulous scrutiny by ancient 
practitioners of architecture reveals 
the intricate construction of the 
bridge, crafted using wooden sun­
mao (mortise-and-tenon) joints. 
However, these sophisticated build­
ing techniques seemed to fade into 
obscurity over time.

In the 1980s, scholars were 
delighted to discover bridges in the 
mountainous areas of Zhejiang and 
Fujian provinces, which have similar 
and more advanced wooden struc­
tures. Different from the Hongqiao 
Bridge, they are covered with eaves. 

Wooden arch covered bridges 
were brought into the spotlight dur­
ing the meeting of the Three-Year 
Action Plan for the Protection of 
Covered Bridges (2023-25) held in 
Pingnan county, Ningde, Fujian 
province, in October.

A family inheritance
The Huang family’s dedication to 

building and restoring wooden arch 
bridges began with Huang Minhui’s 
great-grandfather Huang Jinshu, 
who learned the craft from Zhuo 
Maolong, a well-known bridge 
builder during the late Qing Dynas­
ty (1644-1911).

In Pingnan, people often built 
wooden bridges as the area is moun­
tainous and has an abundance of 
trees. Bridge-making was a way of 
making a living, and covered bridg­
es also provided shelter from fre­
quent rain, permitting people to 
meet outdoors in a public space and 
protecting the wooden bridge body. 

According to Huang Minhui, 
Zhuo had many apprentices but 
most left after he fell ill. His great­
grandfather, Huang Jinshu, took 
care of Zhuo and continued to learn 
bridge-building skills from him. 
When Zhuo was too sick to get out of 
bed, he continued to teach by con­
structing model bridges using chop­
sticks. When Zhuo passed away, the 
Huang family buried him as he had 
no children of his own.

“The intricate techniques for mak­
ing wooden arch bridges were 
already well-tested when master 
Zhuo imparted the skills to my great­
grandfather," says Huang Minliui.

On one side of the Wan’an Bridge 
lies Dasheng Temple, which sur­
vived the 2022 fire. The stage in it is 
said to have been built by Zhuo. The 
temple is dedicated to the Monkey 
King, an iconic figure in Chinese 
classics, who is famous for his heroic 
efforts to dispel evildoers, and who 
residents believe protects them.

The way Huang Minhui remem­
bers it, his father Huang Chuncai 
was an ordinary carpenter, and the 
Wan’an Bridge was like an old 
friend. He was amazed by its struc- 

distributed, to introduce their expe­
rience and insights.

According to Guan Qfang, then 
deputy director of the National Cul­
tural Heritage Administration, an 
ongoing survey of the distribution of 
covered bridges across the country 
has unveiled 1,820 covered bridges, 
the number of which may increase. 

“As shown in the current data of 
the survey, some provinces which we 
believed didn’t boast many covered 
bridges are found to have many 

Efforts have also been made to 
promote the use of these bridges so 
that they can be better protected, 
Guan says.

Some provinces have designed 
new travel routes themed on cov­
ered bridges, trying to integrate 
them into local tourist development. 
For example, Zhejiang province has 
planned travel routes themed on 
covered bridges, with Lishui and 
Wenzhou taking the lead.

They have included 40 bridges 
and hope to showcase the living con­
ditions of mountain dwellers and 
the cultural atmosphere of the coun­
tryside through the routes, says 
Zheng Jianhua, deputy director of 
Zhejiang’s cultural heritage bureau. 

Such routes often combine cov­
ered bridges with local cultural fea­
tures, such as Qingyuan county, 
Zhejiang province, which is known 
as the origin of artificially cultivated 
xianggu, or shiitake mushrooms, 
across the world. The routes com­
bine xianggu culture with that of 
the bridges and show the lives of 
people who grow them.

“Covered bridges are part of resi­
dents’ lives and culture. The travel 
routes lead people to experience the 
local culture, including the bridges,” 
says Zhou Lijun, director of Ping­
nan county’s culture, sports and 
tourism bureau.

wood or stone. Seamlessly blending 
with mountainous terrain, water 
bodies, pastoral vistas, ancient talla­
ges and bustling streets, these bridg­
es encapsulate the essence of public 
life, cultural heritage and nostalgia 
within the local community.

The meeting was held to examine 
the progress achieved since the 
plan’s implementation, bringing 
together heritage professionals 
from 13 provinces and autonomous 
regions, where covered bridges are

The plan was issued last year by 
the Publicity Department of the 
Communist Party of China Central 
Committee, the Ministry of Cul­
ture and Tourism and the National 
Cultural Heritage Administration 
to promote the protection, 
research and use of historical cov­
ered bridges.

According to the plan, covered 
bridges are an important category 
in China, distinguished by their dis­
tinctive structures often made of

more than anticipated. For example, 
Shanxi province found six more, 
Gansu province has 20 more, Chong­
qing 49, Hubei province 75 and Sich­
uan province 85. In this way, Sichuan 
becomes known as a province where 
covered bridges are vastly distribut­
ed,” Guan says.

Across the country, 118 million 
yuan ($16.5 million) has been 
invested in restoring the bridges, 
covering 99 projects. So far, 70 have 
been completed, he adds.

A tablet inlaid in one of its stone 
piers details a donation made in 
1090 by a man called Jiang Zhen, 
who donated the money and millet 
to build the pier.

Chen says that the restoration last 
year was based on information col­
lected during a census of Pingnan’s 
cultural heritage in 2019, construc­
tion sketches belonging to the Huang 
family, and the support of an ancient 
building institute in Zhejiang. 

“Luckily, the building techniques 
haven’t been lost and there are 
inheritors of the craft,” Chen says. 
“They decided not to change the 
original facade and features, and 
restored it using traditional tech­
niques. Modern tools help in some 
areas, like sawing components, but 
most things were still done by hand." 

She says although the bridge was 
badly damaged, key components 
survived. Local residents found 
them in the river and fished them 
out. In the act of restoration, the old 
components were reused and 
became part of the restored bridge. 

“From the cultural heritage pro­
tection perspective, we want to 

reuse old components to preserve 
their history as much as possible. 
We make sure they are still safe 
enough to reuse and their inclusion 
symbolizes the continuation of the 
past, and serves as a warning to peo­
ple not to neglect the safety of the 
bridge,” Chen says.

Local residents donated 4.4 million 
yuan ($614,400) to the restoration, on 
top of funding from the government, 
and were invited to a banquet after 
the bridge was restored.

Chen says that they have analyzed 
the threats to the safety of the 
bridge: fire, floods, human-made 
damage and pests, and have taken 
measures to respond to them.

This includes installing alarms on 
the bridge to monitor for fire haz­
ards, like smoking, and arranging 
for it to be patrolled 24 hours a day. 
Additionally, the bridge is regularly 
disinfected and sterilized to protect 
against pests.

Awareness of protection has 
improved. According to Chen, local 
residents have set up a center in the 
hopes of protecting their hometown. 

Activities such as sports meetings 

ture, but had no idea of its relation­
ship with his family, nor of his 
father’s ability to build bridges, as 
wooden bridges were gradually 
replaced by concrete and steel in 
the 1960s and his father Huang 
Chuncai left home in search of 
work.

Huang Chuncai had only started 
learning to make wooden bridges 
from his father when he was 15 but by 
the time he was 20, he was the main 
designer and builder behind one 
local bridge, which made him a name 
in the trade. But after building anoth­
er bridge in Ningde’s Gutian county 
in 1969, he had no furflier requests, 
so he had to find other work.

This suspension continued until 
2004, when there was a project 
involving the historical Jinzao 
Bridge. People found the name of 
Huang Minhui’s grandfather on the 
bridge and set out to find his 
descendants. Huang Chuncai was 
nearly 70 at the time but he once 
again came to attention for his profi­
ciency, and was made an inheritor of 
the craft, which was listed as a form 
of national-level intangible cultural 
heritage in 2008.

In 2005, and then working in a 
factory in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
province, Huang Minhui was per­
suaded to return home to pick up 
his father’s skills. “He said the craft 
should not be lost and needed to be 
passed on. I returned home and 
learned it from him with my broth­
er,” Huang Minhui says.

In recent years, local government 
has placed greater importance on 
wooden bridges and has asked the 
Huang family to build and restore a 
series of them. Huang Minhui and 
his brother built almost one bridge a 
year between 2005 and 2015 and 
honed their skills.

“Now, we most often make wood­
en bridges in tourist attractions, fea­
tures in the landscape that are not 
necessarily useful. But Wan’an 
Bridge is still one of the most func­
tional bridges in the area,” he says.

Restoring the old
Chen Juan, Party secretary of 

Changqiao town, where the bridge is 
located, says that Wan’an Bridge is 
still an important traffic artery, and it 
is a meeting place for people to gath­
er to chat, relax and have fun, and 
that for those who have moved away, 
it is an emblem of home.

Unlike some historical buildings, 
which were privately owned, covered 
bridges were always public struc­
tures. Consequently, their construc­
tion was a collaborative effort, with 
local communities pooling funds. 
The donations were viewed as “acts 
of prayer” and wishes for health and 
happiness, Chen says.

Wan’an Bridge was no exception.

The Wenxing Bridge in Taishun county. Wenzhou. Zhejiang province (left), and Luanfeng Bridge in Shouning county, Ningde, Fujian 
province, are key attractions along travel routes to integrate historical heritage into tourist development, photos provided to china daily
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hen Huang Minhui, 
41, a city-level inherit­
or of wooden-arch 
bridge construction,

heard in 2022 that Wan’an Bridge, 
which embodied the efforts of four 
generations of his family, had been 
damaged in a fire, he was heart­
broken and his father, Huang Chun­
cai, 88, a national-level inheritor of 
the craft, had difficulty sleeping.

The Huang family has a deep 
bond with the old bridge, which was 
originally built during the Northern 
Song Dynasty (960-1127) and is the 
longest covered wooden-arch 
bridge in China.

The structure has suffered mis­
fortune before and the family has 
always responded. In 1932, it was 
severely damaged in a fire, and 
Huang Minhui’s great-grandfather 
and grandfather restored it. In 
1952, when the bridge was partly 
destroyed in a flood, his grandfa­
ther and father were the main 
craftsmen involved in its restora­
tion. Then in 2016, it was again 
restored by his father, his elder 
brother Huang Minping, and 
Huang Minhui himself.

Then, in 2022 there was the fire. 
He and his brother played key 

roles in the six-month restoration 
project launched by the local govern­
ment in July last year, leading to the 
bridge being reopened to the public. 

During a meeting for the Three- 
Year Action Plan for the Protection 
of Covered Bridges (2023-25) in 
Pingnan county, Ningde, Fujian 
province, last month, Wan’an Bridge 
was highlighted as an example of 
technology meeting craftsmanship, 
and a drill was held to demonstrate 
the bridge’s upgraded fire emergen­
cy mechanisms.

Spanning over the Changqiao 
Stream, the bridge links the villages of 
Changqiao and Changxing on either 
bank. It is an outstanding example of 
a wooden-arch bridge, a type of cov­
ered structure popular in northern 
Fujian and southern Zhejiang prov­
ince, according to Lu Zeqi, an expert 
in cultural heritage in Pingnan. 

Built out of interlocking short
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Wan’an Bridge in Pingnan county, Ningde, Fujian province, originally built in the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127), remains the longest covered wooden-arch bridge in China.
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After severe fire damage in 2022, Wan’an Bridge displays its extensive restoration by the Huang family 
last year, photos provided to china daily
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explore iconic destinations
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Events enhance students’ cultural understanding
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has the same responsibility?’ he says. 
“China is one of the biggest coun­

tries in the world, with a variety of 
arts and cultures,” says student Ima- 
shi Kawya Dasanayaka. “My7 dream 
is to study7 and travel in China. I’m 
one step closer to my dream.”

The series of activities began in 
May at 11 Sri Lankan primary and 
secondary schools, showcasing tra­
ditional Chinese culture, such as cal­
ligraphy, paper-cutting, and martial 
arts, and featuring photo exhibi­
tions on Chinese culture and Chi­
nese book donations.

together in the first season only 
strengthened their bond. This sea­
son, their exchanges, whether 
thoughtful discussions or light­
hearted banter, have become a 
standout feature of the show.

The show’s leading scriptwriter 
Li Juan likens their journey to read­
ing a book: Meng’s remarks serve as 
the underlined highlights while 
Liu’s words are the lingering reflec­
tions that stay with you long after. 

For example, during a visit to the 
Subashi Buddhist Temple in Kuqa, 
a county-level city in Aksu, the 
guests come across an inscription 
linked to Buddhist monk and 
scholar Kumarajiva (343/44-413). 
In a playful segment, they guess 
which phrases might have been 
translated by the Buddhist master. 
“Viewers may be surprised to 
recognize many of these words still

COLOMBO — The closing cere­
mony of “Chinese Culture Meets 
Students in Sri Lanka” and the 
award ceremony of the “China 
Through My Eyes” event were 
held in Colombo, the capital of Sri 
Lanka.

Forty-eight Sri Lankan primary 
and secondary school students were 
awarded prizes on Nov 7 for essay 
writing, calligraphy, paper cutting 
and painting competitions.

K.D.S. Ruwanchandra, secretary 
of the Ministry of Transport, High­
ways, Ports and Civil Aviation, says 
at the closing ceremony that the 
friendship between Sri Lanka and

tons of their traditional clothing. 
Usually reserved, He found him­

self swept up in the region’s vibrant 
gatherings, moved by the locals’ 
singing, dancing and hospitality. “I 
don’t know how to dance,” he 
admits, “but the atmosphere 
brought pure, simple joy. I just had 
to join in!”

During a flag-raising ceremony at 
the Khunjerab border port, He and 
the other guests were visibly 
moved. “We stood at the border, 
waving to the people of Pakistan 
across from us. Both sides greeted 
each otherwarmly. I was broughtto 
tears. At that moment, without a 
shared language and different cul­
tures, we felt a profound, shared 
humanity”

During the journey, He faced the 
challenge of balancing the needs of 
both guests and team members.

, ■

Left: Registan Square, in Samarkand. Uzbekistan. Right: Baisha Lake in Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. Bottom: The desert in 
Turpan, Xinjiang.
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China is long-standing and that the 
event provided opportunities for Sri 
Lankan students to understand 
China and Chinese culture, which is 
conducive to promoting cultural 
exchange and mutual understand­
ing between the two countries.

Ji Lili, counselor of the Chinese 
embassy in Sri Lanka, says both 
countries have long histories and 
splendid cultures, and the friend­
ship between the two countries has 
grown stronger in recent years 
through expanding and deepening 
exchanges and collaborations in 
various fields.

“I hope all the students who par-

-

showcasing scenery, sampling food 
or playing games in different loca­
tions, but few truly blend travel 
with local culture and human sto­
ries,” Wang says.

“A good travel show allows view­
ers to feel the joy of exploration, 
discover local customs, and, 
through the guests’ interactions, 
find inspiration, motivation and 
even a little healing for life’s every­
day struggles,” he says.

In this second season, Wang 
notes, they leaned further into the 
travel experience by having the 
guests act as travel agency staff, 
curating custom itineraries for their 
clients. This twist, he adds, brings a 
fresh perspective and a new level of 
engagement for viewers.

Meng and Liu have been friends 
for years and their previous travels

"*1

rJ
in use today, creating a moment of 
connection with history?’ Li notes. 

Li shares that Meng naturally 
bonds with younger guests while 
Liu’s spirited debates with him add 
an engaging dynamic to the show. 

“Our goal is to fuse culture and 
travel,” Li says. “It’s Liu’s cultural 
insights paired with Meng’s travel 
expertise that create an organic 
blend of these two fields.”

General director Zhang Long 
says that the decision to feature 
Xinjiang and Uzbekistan this sea­
son stemmed from Xinjiang’s ris­
ing popularity as a tourist 
destination, offering a rich mix of 
cultural diversity and breathtaking 
landscapes. “TUrpan in August, the 
thousand shades of blue in Uzbek­
istan — these are destinations that 
truly deserve to be visited,” he says. 

“We realized that the route we 
selected overlaps with Xuan Zang’s 
historic westward journey, adding 
natural beauty and cultural story­
telling to the trip,” Zhang notes. 
“Xuan Zang’s pilgrimage may be 
China’s earliest example of inde­
pendent travel.”

The production team carefully 
scouted each location, curating key 
highlights to create a comprehen­
sive travel guide for the guests. 
Zhang points out that Uzbekistan, 
a relatively unfamiliar destination, 
added an element of excitement to 
the journey.

In Uzbekistan, the show used 
The Golden Peaches ofSamarkand, 
a book about goods that traveled 
from the Silk Road to the Tang 
Dynasty, as a framework for the 
guests to explore the echoes of the 
Tang Dynasty in Samarkand.

“In a local museum, the guests dis­
covered a mural depicting 'fang 
Dynasty figures rowing dragon 
boats, which represents the Dragon 
Boat Festival,” Zhang shares. At 
another museum, they viewed an 
ancient map of the Silk Road, seen 
through the eyes of foreigners, show­
casing familiar Chinese place names. 

“That mural deeply moved me,” 
Zhang says. “The exhibits in 
Uzbekistan highlighted the rich 
history of cultural exchange. I 
believe this is the true meaning of 
the Silk Road: people from differ­
ent cultures coming together to 
trade goods and share knowledge. 
That was the most profound take­
away from this journey?’

Zhang also observes the growing 
enthusiasm for learning Chinese in 
the region. “A significant number 
of young people in Uzbekistan are 
studying Chinese, hoping for bet­
ter job potential. Many teenagers 
plan to attend Chinese universi­
ties,” he says.
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“Although Liu and Meng are old­
er, they have a youthful spirit and 
are open to trying things that 
appeal to younger people,” He says. 
“Liu was patient, repeatedly 
explaining Xuan Zang’s story to us.” 

Before the trip, He’s understand­
ing of Xuan Zang was limited to 
Journey to the West and history 
books. By the end of the trip, he 
had gained a deep respect for Xuan 
Zang’s perseverance.

“His journey was tough and 
required an immense belief to suc­
ceed. Seeing his achievements 
reminded me that hard work truly 
leads to reward,” He reflects.

According to Wang Xin, produc­
er of Juren Media, which produced 
the show, the idea for this travel 
variety show emerged from a gap 
he observed in the genre.

“Most travel programs focus on

E
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Dancers welcome guests attending the award ceremony of the 
"Chinese Culture Meets Students in Sri Lanka" event in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, on Nov 7. chen dongshu / xinhua

hirty years ago, then-24- 
year-old Meng Fei was a 
young cameraman who 
boarded a train from

Shanghai bound for the Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region, endur­
ing three days and three nights 
across the Chinese heartland to 
reach Urumqi.

What awaited him was a three- 
month immersion in the landscapes 
and fives far removed from the city 
rhythms he knew — a land of sweep­
ing deserts, towering peaks and a 
kaleidoscope of ethnic cultures.

Today, Meng is one of China’s 
most recognized television hosts. 
This summer, his return to Xinji­
ang stirred a deep nostalgia for a 
region he once knew intimately. 
The mountains and open skies are 
still there, timeless and pristine, 
but Meng observed the profound 
changes in the lives of the locals.

This time, his role is different. 
He’s not just a visitor; he’s an “unof­
ficial tour guide” and driver, head­
ing westward with writer Liu 
Zhenyun, host Li Yajuan, stand-up 
comedian He Guangzhi, and 
actress Hani Kyzy.

Together, they’re retracing his­
toric routes that bridge China and 
Central Asia, journeying through 
Xinjiang to Uzbekistan’s Samar­
kand and Tashkent. Along the way, 
they’re visiting the ancient paths 
once traversed by Chinese Bud­
dhist monk Xuan Zang in the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907), unveiling the 
storied beauty of the western 
regions in a modem retelling of the 
ancient Silk Road.

The journey unfolds in the sec­
ond season of Must Go, a reality 
travel show airing on Jiangsu TV 
and streaming on Youku. With a 
group of guests, the team traverses 
iconic destinations like Kashgar, 
Tashikurgan, the Duku Highway 
and Uzbekistan, cutting through 
Eurasia and linking snow-capped 
peaks, grasslands, stark deserts 
and verdant urban oases.

Thirty years ago in Tashikurgan, 
one of Meng’s most memorable 
experiences was capturing a tradi­
tional Tajikwedding. “Theirdancing 
was extraordinarily beautiful,” he 
recalls. “On the plateau, their melod­
ic singing felt boundless and vast” 

“There were no cellphones; no 
phones at all back then,” Meng 
remembers. “Wien they set off to 
bring back the bride, you only 
knew they left at the start of the 
month. No one knew when they’d 
return. We waited three days for 
the wedding to start. It went on for 
several days after, with singing, 
dancing and the entire village cele­
brating. It was deeply moving.”

On this recent journey, Meng 
again attended a local wedding in 
Tashikurgan. “The same sense of 
wonder was still there,” he says.

Leading the tour was He, who 
was on his first visit to Xinjiang. 
“All the ‘stereotypes’ I had about 
Xinjiang — the incredible food, 
scenery and the warmth of its peo­
ple — were fully realized on this 
trip,” He says. “Snow-capped 
mountains, deserts, the Gobi, gla­
ciers, grasslands — I saw them all. 

“At first, I expected beautiful land­
scapes,” He shares. “But once we 
arrived, we gained a deeper under­
standing of the local ethnic cultures: 
their clothing, cuisine, architecture 
and interior designs. The beauty in 
these details left me speechless.”

For He, Xinjiang people con­
veyed a profound love for life, from 
the intricate designs on doorways 
to the smallest details on the but-
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ticipated in the cultural events will 
continue to study hard and make 
contributions to the friendly 
exchanges between our two 
nations,” says Ji.

Indrananda Abeysekera, presi­
dent of die Association for Sri Lan­
ka-China Social and Cultural 
Cooperation, says the activity is the 
largest among all the events the 
association has organized, with the 
largest number of participating stu­
dents and schools.

“It is not just our elders who can 
dedicate themselves to strengthen­
ing Sri Lanka-China cultural rela­
tions; our student generation also
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TV host recalls visit to Xinjiang as he returns with friends to experience the 
region’s everlasting atmosphere, Li Yingxue reports.

Above: (From left) Writer Liu Zhenyun, host Meng Fei, actress Hani Kyzy, presenter Li Yajuan and stand-up comedian He Guangzhi in
travel reality show Must Go. Right: Meng visits the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region in 1994. photos provided to china daily
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Vincent Boussard,
French director

Song Tianshuo, 
theater star

Contact the writer at
biju@chinadaily.com.cn
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chennan@chinadaily.com.cn
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Left: French director and stage designer Vincent Boussard and actor Song Tianshuo during a 
rehearsal at the NCPA. Hight: Set designer Domenico Franchi (left) and assistant director Gediminas 
Seduikis (second left) at the rehearsal.

refined and popular appeal.”
One of the highlights of the pro­

duction is the costumes by Chris­
tian Lacroix, a designer known for 
work that embodies the spirit of 
French classical court art His cos­
tumes are a seamless blend of mod­
ern aesthetics with traditional 
Vienna styles, Zhang says.

Falke, a low-ranking, drunken 
and disoriented comic character, 
known for his wit and cunning, 
who appears in the third act, is 
often played by well-known come­
dians. In Beijing, he will be played 
by beloved cross-talk, or xiang- 
sheng, performer Guo Degang from 
Nov 29 to Dec 1, and by rising thea­
ter star Song Tianshuo on Nov 27 
and 28. Both performances are 
highly anticipated.

“Falke has a lengthy monologue 
with no set text, which allows the 
actor to improvise a performance 
that demonstrates his own style,” 
Zhang says. ‘It’s undoubtedly a 
moment audiences are eagerly 
looking forward to.”

“I’ve been performing xiang- 
sheng for decades, and also in TV 
dramas and movies, but I have nev­
er performed in an opera, so I 
seized the opportunity immediate­

ly after the NCPA sent me the invi­
tation,” Guo said in a video played 
during the news conference on Nov 
5. “As times evolve and society pro­
gresses, actors do too. I’m making 
the effort to learn.”

Like Guo, who specializes in 
xiangsheng, Song grew up learning 
another traditional Chinese art 
form, Peking Opera, which com­
bines singing, dancing, martial arts 
and acrobatics. He was trained by 
his father, a Peking Opera master, 
and later rose to fame by playing 
comic roles in reality TV shows. 

“I was very surprised when I was 
asked to play a role in an opera. I 
checked the request over and over 
again,” says Song Tianshuo. “So far, 
the rehearsals have gone very well. 
Despite the language barrier, we 
get the same comedy points and 
communicate well.

“Just as we are trying to bring 
Peking Opera and other tradition­
al Chinese art forms to contempo­
rary audiences, we are trying to tell 
the story of Die Fledermaus, which 
is from 150 years ago, to today’s 
audiences,” he adds.

century, the plot of Die Fleder­
maus is concise and engaging, 
with well-rounded, lively charac­
ters and witty, dynamic dialogue. 
The Viennese-style music is beau­
tiful and moving, and the dances 
are varied, according to Vincent 
Boussard, the French director and 
stage designer, who seeks to 
reveal the complex human nature 
and emotions behind the joyful 
and hedonistic atmosphere of the 
operetta through minimalist 
stage design and the precise use of 
projections. Together, the aim is 
to break away from the tradition­
al, realistic portrayal of Viennese 
style, infusing the production 
with a dynamic and graceful mod­
em aesthetic.

“The operetta as a whole blends 
elegance with humor, intertwining 
classical and popular elements. It 
incorporates features of both grand 
and comic opera, with extensive 
use of spoken dialogue instead of 
sung sections,” Boussard says. “The 
language is straightforward, and 
sharply satirical, and reflects the 
social issues of Vienna at the time. 
This gives it both musical artistry 
and social critique, making it enjoy­
able to a wide audience, with both

A news conference for the NCPA production of Die Fledermaus was held in Beijing on Nov 5, with guests including soprano Jacquelyn Wagner (left), baritone Markus 
Werba (second left), NCPA deputy director Zhang Yao (third left), French director and stage designer Vincent Boussard (middle), baritone Zhou Zhengzhong (third right) 
and soprano Song Yuanming (second right), photos provided to china daily

F
city’s better- 
known land­
marks — the 

Biju Yonghegong
Dwarakanath Lama Temple.

It was a bright 
afternoon, the 
streets were busy 

as usual with tourists taking selfies 
and pictures of their significant 
others on the way leading up to 
the spot. The trees along the road­
side and in the adjacent com­
pounds were sporting autumn 
hues as I leisurely made my way in. 

Once inside the formidable com­
plex of buildings and museums, I 
quickly realized that this was actu­
ally my second visit. The first in 
late 2009 had been a rushed affair 
as I had unfortunately included it 
in a trip to the Yonghegong Lama 
Temple, which takes much longer 
to explore.

Since I did not remember much 
in the way of details from back 
then, this second visit, thankfully, 
felt as good as new.

What stood out vividly as soon 
as I entered the courtyard was a 
statue of the great man right 
before the doors leading up to the 
inner sanctum. Visitors were busy 
taking photographs and a middle- 
aged man was prodding a young 
boy, possibly his grandson, to pose 
and pray before it while another 
family member took pictures. 

It must seem awe-inspiring for 
the little one, I mused. As he grows 
up, the schoolboy will no doubt 
come to appreciate what a seminal 
change this man from Qufu in 
Shandong province wrought on 
basic literacy by giving everyone 
an equal opportunity to attend 
school, an unheard-of thing in 
those days.

There is much to thank Confuci­
us for; his remarkable contribu­
tion to the country’s moral 
compass, his ability to almost sin­
gle-handedly instill in its future 
generations the values of honesty, 
hard work, filial piety, and respect 
for fellow beings — in short, the 
Confucian ethos — that are in 
essence what we find in abun­
dance in Chinese society, even 
today.

Modern-day China’s egalitarian­
ism, its pursuit of harmony and 
respect for tradition, had been 
codified into its national character 
by this man, whose unrelenting 
focus on virtuous living during a 
chaotic period might seem anach­
ronistic for the time.

But, as is so often the case with 
nationalities or civilizations, 
societies do not always evolve 
organically, but through the 
sheer perseverance of some 
visionary individuals. In fact, 
much of China’s rise today as a 
great power can be viewed 
through the prism of its ethical 
foundations wrought by a num­
ber of people who followed the 
Confucian ethic and, in turn, 
molded the national character. 

In fact, an article on Confucius 
in this very paper had this to say: 
“Since roughly the Sth century 
BC, the school of thought that 
Confucius founded and the phi­
losophy of Confucianism that 
developed from it have inspired 
and guided individuals across 
multiple generations.” 

As I explored every nook and 
corner of the temple with a multi­
tude of well-behaved citizens, the 
fruits of a seed sown long ago 
became quite apparent to me.

Last month, I completed my 
Level 2 Chinese lessons. As the 
class wound up and we bid fond 
farewells to our teacher, there was 
little confusion in my mind on 
what to do next.

The third level course would only 
begin next spring but before that, I 
decided I must visit a shrine dedi­
cated to a man widely revered for 
building the foundation of the mod­
ern educational system in China a 
couple of millennia ago.

So, the following Sunday, I set 
out to spend some quality time 
visiting the Confucius Temple in 
------------------- the heart of Bei- 

j i ng, a stone’s 
throw away from 
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The operetta as a 

whole blends 
elegance with humor, 
intertwining classical 

and popular 
elements.”
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Chinese production brings beloved operetta subtly up to date to extend appeal to 
contemporary audiences, Chen Nan reports.

n addition to being the “King 
of the Waltz” Austrian com­
poser Johann Strauss II was 
also a prolific composer of

operettas. Among them, Die Fleder­
maus (The Bat) is one of his most 
beloved and influential. Since its 
premiere in Vienna in 1874, it has 
become a classic, often performed 
as a New Year’s spectacle by famous 
opera houses around the world.

This year, the National Centre for 
the Performing Arts in Beijing wall 
stage a new production of Die Fled­
ermaus between Nov 27 and Dec 1 
marking its 150th anniversary, pre­
senting audiences with an immer­
sive audiovisual experience, 
ingenious stage design, and power­
ful cast.

According to Zhang Yao, deputy 
director of the NCPA and general 
supervisor of the production, it 
brings together creatives from nine 
countries, with 200 staff also 
involved.

“It continues the NCPA’s commit­
ment to fostering a global commu­
nity of performing arts institutions 
and exploring a collaborative 
future for world theater,” he said 
during a news conference at the 
NCPA on Nov 5.

Strauss’ composition demon­
strates his use of humor and irony, 
through lively, joyful emotions and 
boldly incorporates popular dance 
styles of the time, blending the 
famous Viennese waltz naturally 
into the score. The overture to the 
operetta is a compilation of several of 
the opera’s most beautiful melodies. 

French conductor Marc 
Minkowski is making his first 
appearance in a Chinese produc­
tion, and international vocalists, 
including baritone Markus Werba, 
baritone Zhou Zhengzhong, 
soprano Jacquelyn Wagner, and 
soprano Song Yuanming, will be 
part of the performances.

The aria Mein Herr Marquis 
(Laughing Song) sung by the 
character of Adele, the maid, is 
regarded as a virtuoso showpiece, 
and the opera features many oth­
er notable musical moments, 
including the Czardas, Thunder 
and Lightning Polka, as well as 
duets, choruses, and dances that 
are captivating from start to fin­
ish. Sopranos Samantha Gaul and 
Qin Kanru will alternate in play­
ing the role of Adele.

Set in Vienna in the late 19th
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Just as we are trying 

to bring Peking Opera 
and other traditional 
Chinese art forms to 

contemporary 
audiences, we are 

trying to tell the story 
of Die Fledermaus, 
which is from 150 

years ago, to today’s 
audiences.”
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