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corridor between China and Latin 
America, giving rise to a dramatic 
increase in trade, investment, 
cooperation and friendship. 

On Nov 17, President Xi traveled 
from Peru to Brazil. The China-Bra­
zil relationship has gone from 
strength to strength in recent years, 
particularly under the Workers’ Par­
ty governments of Dilma Rousseff 
and Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. 

China has been Brazil’s largest 
trading partner for the past 15 years, 
and is a major investor in Brazilian 
industry and agriculture. Further­
more, Brazil is the largest supplier 
of agricultural imports to China. 

At the conclusion of their bilater­
al meeting on Nov 20, Xi and Lula 
announced that China-Brazil ties 
will be elevated to a “community 
with a shared future for a more just 
world and a more sustainable plan­
et” The two sides will also cooperate 
closely to align Brazil’s development 
strategy with the BRI.

ities of China held in Sanya, Hainan, 
last month.

The 28-year-old from the Li eth­
nic group said thanks to the games, 
coconut tree climbing is no longer 
only popular among people from 
the Li and Miao ethnic groups on 
the tropical island, where coconut

President Xi Jinping’s recent trip 
to Item and Brazil boosted the tradi­
tional friendship between China 
and Latin America, and reiterated 
China’s global vision of peace and 
common prosperity, which stands 
in stark contrast to the neoliberal 
hegemony of the Washington Con­
sensus, with its wars, unilateral 
sanctions, economic coercion, tar­
iffs and overseas military bases. 

In Peru, Xi participated in the 
opening of the Chancay Port A 
shared project of China and Peru, 
built as part of the Belt and Road 
Initiative, the port will serve as a 
crucial gateway linking Latin 
America and Asia, as well as pro­
moting Latin American economic 
integration.

Furthermore, it is Latin America’s 
first smart, green and low-carbon

port, featuring advanced technolo­
gies such as automated cranes and 
electric driverless trucks. 

With the opening of the port, die 
average transportation time from 
South America to the Asian market 
will be reduced from 35 to 25 days. 
In Peru alone, the port is expected 
to generate an additional $4.5 bil­
lion in revenue — just under 2 per­
cent of the country’s GDP — and 
create thousands of jobs. 

Given that Peru shares borders 
with Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecua­
dor and Bolivia, the port will serve 
as the starting point of a land-sea

By CUI JIA in Sanya, Hainan province 
cuijia @chinadaily.com .on

Russia to strengthen the alignment 
of development strategies, tap the 
intrinsic momentum of bilateral 
cooperation, and continuously 
bring benefits to the two countries 
and peoples, he said.

Xi underlined that China and 
Russia should enhance communi­
cation and coordination within 
multilateral frameworks such as 
the United Nations, BRICS and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza­
tion, firmly uphold the internation­
al system with the UN at its core, 
and practice true multilateralism, 
in order to make the international 
order more just and equitable and 
jointly safeguard global strategic 
stability and international fairness 
and justice.

He also called on both parties to 
work together on improving global 
governance, building up consensus 
among friendly political parties in 
countries worldwide, especially 
those in the Global South, and 
steering the world’s development 
in the right direction.

Medvedev said the current high- 
level cooperation between Russia 
and China is the result of joint lead­
ership and promotion by Putin and 
Xi. Russia will steadfastly imple-

. li

trees are ubiquitous. It can now be 
promoted as a fun sport for people 
around China and even the world, 
he believes.

“I still prefer to train on real coco­
nut trees because the reward of 
climbing to the top is instant and 
sweet — coconut water,” Luo said.

There are no games in the world 
quite like the National Traditional 
Games of Ethnic Minorities of China.

nomic policies, boost domestic 
demand, drive the integration of sci- 
tech innovation and industrial inno­
vation, and stabilize the real estate 
sector and stock markets.

The nation will maintain basic 
equilibrium in the balance of pay­
ments and better synchronize the 
income growth of residents and eco­
nomic growth, they added.

The meeting reaffirmed the need 
to adopt a moderately loose mone­
tary policy next year, including the 
rollout of rate cuts and cuts in the 
reserve requirement ratio at an 
appropriate time to ensure ample 
liquidity.

The policy stance is aligned with 
signals from a tone-setting meeting 
on Monday of the Political Bureau of 
the CPC Central Committee, which 
fueled expectations that Beijing will 
provide additional rate cuts and 
adopt an expansionary fiscal policy 
in 2025 to boost demand.

“China’s policy rates remain 
above the zero bound, suggesting 
there’s still room for further rate 
cuts,” Betty Wang, lead economist 
with British think tank Oxford Eco­
nomics, wrote in a research note, 
referring to the lower limit that rates 
can be cut to.

“The People’s Bank of China is 
also exploring “unconventional’ 
measures to expand its balance 
sheet,” she added.

Russia is willing to actively pro­
mote a political settlement of the 
Ukraine crisis, Medvedev added.

Xi hailed the development of 
Sino-Russian relations, saying the 
two countries have forged a new 
path of mutual respect, peaceful 
coexistence and win-win coopera­
tion between major and neighbor­
ing countries, setting an example 
for a new type of international rela­
tions and ties between neighboring 
major countries.

China is willing to work with

President Xi Jinping reiterated 
on Thursday the principles of “no 
expansion of the battlefield, no 
escalation of fighting, and no fan­
ning of the flames by any party” 
with regard to the Ukraine crisis, 
saying that China will work with 
the international community to 
create favorable conditions for a 
political settlement of the crisis.

He said the principles should be 
observed to promote the easing of 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict as soon 
as possible.

Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, made the 
remarks during a meeting with 
Dmitry Medvedev, chairman of the 
United Russia party, who was on a 
working visit to China at the invita­
tion of the CPC.

Medvedev presented to Xi a let­
ter from Russian President Vladim­
ir Putin, and said that Russia 
speaks positively of China’s stance 
on the Ukraine crisis and pays 
attention to the initiative for a 
“Friends of Peace” group proposed 
by China and Brazil.

In setting priorities for its eco­
nomic policy for 2025, China is 
emphasizing the need to maintain 
stable growth, employment and 
commodity prices through steps 
including higher deficit-to-GDP 
ratios, the issuance of ultra-long- 
term special treasury bonds and 
interest rate cuts.

The nation’s policymakers set the 
policy agenda for the world’s sec­
ond-largest economy at the annual 
Central Economic Work Confer­
ence in Beijing on Wednesday and 
Thursday.

ill?

any spectators said they 
didn’t dare blink when Luo 

—_ . Jun from Hainan province
shinnied up a 9-meter artificial coco­
nut tree in just 6.188 seconds, other­
wise they might have missed it

The rapid ascent won Luo the 
men’s coconut tree climbing event, 
which debuted at the 12th National 
Traditional Games of Ethnic Minor-

ment the consensus reached by the 
two heads of state and advance 
strategic coordination between the 
two countries, he said.

The United Russia party is will­
ing, through the Russia-China 
dialogue mechanism between rul­
ing parties, to promote the coun­
tries’ practical cooperation and 
facilitate the long-term develop­
ment of bilateral relations, he 
added.

On Thursday, Medvedev visited 
the Museum of the Communist 
Party of China in Beijing, and he 
also met with Wang Huning, chair­
man of the National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con­
sultative Conference, China’s top 
political advisory body.

China and Russia have main­
tained close interactions at vari­
ous levels and across different 
sectors. The last time Medvedev 
visited China was in December 
2022.

Sergei Shoigu, secretary of the 
Russian Federation Security Coun­
cil, attended Airshow China 2024 
held in Zhuhai, Guangdong prov­
ince, last month. Russian Defense 
Minister Andrei Belousov made a 
visit to Beijing in October.

Documentary offers glimpse into 
youthful passion of esports players 
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Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and Chinese president, shakes hands with Dmitry
Medvedev, chairman of the United Russia party, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Thursday, ding haitao / xinhua

A man prepares food on Wednesday at a street corner in Aleppo, 
Syria. Syria's Military Operations Administration announced the 
lifting of a curfew in the capital Damascus and its surrounding areas 
on Wednesday, urging residents to return to work, ozan kose / afp
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President Xi J inping, 
Inside Who is also general sec­

retary of die Commu­
nist Party of China 
Central Committee 
and chairman of die 

Central Military Commission, ana­
lyzed the performance of the econo­
my and mapped out economic plans 
for 2025 at the conference.

While noting heightened negative 
factors from the outside environ­
ment and challenges now feeing the 
economy, policymakers reaffirmed 
the need to forge ahead with high- 
quality development, comprehen­
sively deepen reform, expand high- 
level opening-up and develop a 
modern industrial system.

They pledged to implement more 
proactive and effective macroeco-

By CAO DESHENG
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

Fewer marriages in Indonesia 
challenge wedding industry 
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China is willing to 
work with Russia 
to strengthen the 
alignment of deve­
lopment strategies, 
tap the intrinsic 
momentum of 
bilateral cooperation, 
and continuously 
bring benefits to the 
two countries and 
peoples, Xi said.
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NATIONAL ETHNIC GAMES PROMOTE
ANCIENT SPORTS, INSTILL HARMONY
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From coconut tree climbing to spectacular acrobatics, 

event a winner with athletes, fans

Policymakers reaffirm need to forge ahead 
with high-quality development in 2025
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Dancers perform during the opening ceremony of the games in Sanya on Nov 22.
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Left: An acrobat from Yunnan province is 
photographed leaping in midair at Tianya 
Haijiao Scenic Area in Sanya, Hainan 
province, on Nov 26.
Right: A woman from Xinjiang team 
demonstrates Dawaz — acrobatic Uygur 
tightrope walking, on Nov 27, during the 
12th National Traditional Games of Ethnic 
Minorities of China.
PHOTOS BY WEI XIAOHAO / CHINA DAILY

An athlete competes in a 
stilt race during the event 
on Nov 25.
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The 54-year-old has taken part in 11 games 
and witnessed how the games have grown in 
scale and the number of participants.

“I performed at the second games with my 
father when I was just 11. It was nerve-racking 
then. And I feel exactly the same now,” he said 
after his performance on a tightrope 21-me- 
ters high and 80-meters long.

In the past, there weren’t many channels to 
promote ethnic sports. Without the games, 
people from different ethnic groups and are­
as don’t have many opportunities to learn 
about each other’s life and culture, Adil said. 

“Now the number of sports and partici­
pants at the games have both grown signifi­
cantly, which is beyond my imagination. I’m 
so happy to see so many young people who 
are proud of their cultural heritage and deter­
mined to make them thrive,” he added.

_
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take part in the sport nationwide, he said. 
“But it’s a good thing, because it means the 

event has been further promoted, especially 
among young people,” the coach said. “Our 
athletes performed well in the Tibetan-style 
wrestling category. I think that’s the charm of 
the games.”

Yasar from Ily Kazak autonomous prefec­
ture has been wrestling since he was 9 years 
old. He said the games offer a unique oppor­
tunity for wrestlers from different ethnic 
groups to meet and learn from each other.

“I’ve trained with wrestlers from the Inner 
Mongolia autonomous region and Xizang 
autonomous region who are very strong. We 
shared our wrestling tips on different styles 
and became friends,” Yasar said in the train­
ing area, as wrestlers busily prepared for dif­
ferent events.

“I am glad to see people from other ethnic 
groups doing so well in Uygur-style wrestling. 
In fact, I don’t think they need my tips,” said 
Yasar, who won the 74 kg final.

Li Junyi, chief judge of the ethnic aerobics 
competition, said participation of 32 teams 
from across the country illustrated the grow­
ing diversity of the games.

Although the routines last only a few min­
utes, they integrate elements from more than 
20 ethnic groups’ dances, including Tibetan, 
Uygur, Mongolian, and Dai.

“Each participant, regardless of their eth­
nicity, learns and performs movements that 
come from other traditions, deepening their 
appreciation for diverse cultures. This is the 
beauty of harmony and integration,” Li said.

Adil Uxur, nicknamed the “Prince of the 
Tightrope,” and his team from Xinjiang pro­
vided a spectacular aerial visual feast when 
they demonstrated Dawaz — acrobatic Uygur 
tightrope walking.

have been training on artificial coconut trees 
told me that they have never climbed a real 
one, so I took them to the beach and we 
climbed the coconut trees together and they 
loved it,” Luo said.

“I think such an experience is more impor­
tant and precious than winning.”

Luo believes the next champion will 
break six seconds, and an athlete from out­
side Hainan may be the one to do it, he said 
confidently.

Besides coconut tree climbing, spectators 
enjoyed events such as single bamboo drift­
ing, in which competitors stand barefoot on 
a piece of bamboo (or similar material) 
floating on the water, and use a thin bamboo 
pole to propel themselves forward. They 
also marveled at stilt racing, which involves 
athletes balancing on two long poles with 
foot loops that raise them 30 to 35 centime­
ters above the ground.

The competitions are all rooted in tradi­
tional customs and the daily life of people 
from different ethnic groups in China, and 
have evolved into sports events with partici­
pation from multiple ethnicities.

Single bamboo drifting, for example, orig­
inated in Guizhou province where local peo­
ple cut bamboo and used it for river 
transportation. Stilt racing started among 
Miao ethnic groups, whose ancestors used 
to walk on stilts in ancient times to escape 
frequent floodwater.

Beginning with less than 400 athletes 
from 13 ethnic groups, the event was 
launched in 1953 with only eight sports.

At the 12th games held in Sanya from Nov 
22 to 30, a total of6,960 athletes from all 56 
ethnic groups in China competed. The event 
featured 18 traditional sports and three 
demonstration ones.

All the equestrian competitions were held 
in July in Zhaosu, Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region.

4

Left: Competitors from Team Guizhou (front) coordinate their strides in board-shoes racing on Nov 27. 
Right: Athletes compete in the single bamboo drifting final at the games.

Ethnic sporting

Fiercer competition
As the sports have grown in popularity 

nationwide over the years, competition at the 
ethnic games has become more fierce.

At a high school stadium in Sanya where 
the wrestling event was held, people cheered 
for competitors from different ethnic groups 
in their own languages such as Uygur, Kazak, 
Tibetan and Mongolian. The event included 
six styles of wrestling: Tibetan, Uygur, Yi, 
Mongolian, Hui and Korean.

Kaharman Dawut, head coach of the wres­
tling team from Xinjiang, closely watched his 
charge in the group stage of the competition.

Yasar Tiliwaldi from the Uygur ethnic 
group took on an athlete from Yunnan prov­
ince in the 74-kilogram weight division of the 
men’s Uygur-style event

Although Yasar won, Kaharman said the 
wrestler’s opponent had given him a tough 
time. “Winning the Uygur-style wrestling cat­
egory was tough for the team, even though 
the sport originated in Xinjiang,” the coach 
said.

Kaharman said he competed in the 
event at the third and fourth national tra­
ditional games and won easily. Now, there 
are many tough opponents from other 
provinces and regions as more wrestlers
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Coconut craze
Climbing trees to harvest coconuts started 

as a traditional activity in Hainan and later 
evolved into competitions.

In 2010, it became an official event at the 
Hainan Provincial Traditional Games of Eth­
nic Minorities.

At the recent national traditional games, it 
was one of the most popular events on social 
media. Many people said they couldn’t 
believe there was a national tree-climbing 
event, which was so much fun to watch.

Born in Hainan’s Ledong Li autonomous 
county, Luo grew up in a home surrounded by 
coconut trees. From the age of 9, he often 
climbed the trees to get coconuts, especially 
when he was thirsty, he said.

Despite occasionally being chased and 
shouted at by his parents, Luo honed his 
climbing skills. One particularly tall tree, 
nearly 15 meters high, was a favorite. “I was 
mischievous and fearless,” he said.

But safety concerns led his father to cut it 
down. His unusual talent was spotted by 
his senior high school teacher Li Qingping, 
who asked Luo to start training and take 
part in a coconut tree climbing competi­
tion in 2014.

At that time, the rules for coconut tree 
climbing competitions weren’t well estab­
lished. Competitors climbed real coconut 
trees barefoot so their feet often blistered and 
bled during training sessions, Luo said.

After just one month of training, he com­
peted in the Fifth Hainan Provincial Tradi­
tional Games of Ethnic Minorities. He 
represented Team Sanya and came fourth in 
the individual men’s event.

“Coconut tree climbing requires good coor­
dination and strength in the hands, feet, 
waist and abdomen. It’s like a combination of 
rock climbing and free-running,” Luo said.

In 2022, Luo, who became a firefighter in 
Sanya, received a call from Li, the head coach 
of Hainan’s coconut tree climbing team, tell­
ing him the event had been added to the 12th 
games.

“Sometimes when I walk past the coconut 
tree at the fire station I’ll give it a try, or climb 
it a bit, just to stay in shape,” Luo joked.

“Tree climbing skills have helped me climb 
ladders faster during search and rescue mis­
sions,” he added.

In the future, Luo aims to promote coconut 
tree climbing nationwide, inspire more ath­
letes, and push the sport’s limits.

“Many athletes from outside Hainan who

Generational bonds
The Hua Pao competition held in a seaside 

stadium in Lingshui Li autonomous county, 
produced one of the games’ most heartwarm­
ing moments when 46-year-old Qin Weiwei 
and his 21-year-old son, Qin Zhenyu, shared 
the field together.

With a history spanning over 500 years, 
Hua Pao began as a ritual among communi­
ties in Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region 
as well as Guangdong and Yunnan provinces, 
and was traditionally held on riverbanks and 
mountain slopes.

It involves two teams of eight players com­
peting on a 60 by 50 meter field. A team 
scores by tossing a rubber disc — resembling 
a colorful wheel — into the opponent’s basket.

Due to its blend of physical strength, team­
work and strategic play, Hua Pao has been 
called “Chinese rugby”.

It was recognized as a National Intangible 
Cultural Heritage in 2021.

For Qin Zhenyu, stepping onto the field 
wasn’t just about competition, but also carry­
ing forward a family tradition. Watching his 
father dominate the sport, Qin Zhenyu was 
inspired to join Guangxi’s Hua Pao team after 
his talent was noticed.

On the first day of the competition, the 
father-son duo made their mark against the 
Hunan province team. Qin Zhenyu shone, 
scoring his first “cannon shot,” while his 
father offered guidance from the bench 
before taking the field.

‘Watching my son play is more nerve- 
wracking than competing myself,” said Qin 
Weiwei.

“I remind him of the details to watch out 
for (and) where he can improve,” he said, add­
ing that his son’s debut was “not bad at all.”

Guangxi’s captain Wei Kaixuan, a high 
school physical education teacher, has 
worked to promote the sport and turned his 
school into a training center to help inspire 
the next generation of players.

Sports education student Wei Zongjiang, 
one of the team’s newcomers, said his uncle 
introduced him to Hua Pao.

He said he has in turn introduced the sport 
to his fellow students, sparking interest in 
Hua Pao among younger people.

Team Guangxi lost to Team Beijing in the 
final. For many spectators, it was likely the 
first time they’d seen the sport live.

“By putting on our best performances and 
jointly lifting the competitive level of Hua 
Pao, we can make more young people inter­
ested in it and take part in it just like my son. 
Maybe one day there will be international 
Hua Pao events, just like rugby” Qin Weiwei 
suggested.

Unlike other multisports events with 
tight competition schedules, the games have 
a day dedicated to a grand party and gala for 
all 56 ethnic groups to showcase their tradi­
tions and cultural heritage.

This time, the athletes from different eth­
nic groups shared their favorite music and 
watched the sunset together at the beach at 
Tianya Haijiao Scenic Spot, and gained a 
deeper understanding of each other.
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Xi calls for Sino-US cooperation

Latin America: ‘Sphere of influence’ is over
Xinhua contributed to this story.
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Economy: Boosting domestic demand a top priority for next year
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Zhang Yunbi in Beijing contributed
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By ZHAO HUANXIN in Washington 
huanxinzhao@chinadailyusa.com

China and the Global South. 
In October, US President Joe 

Biden’s trade representative Kath­
erine Tai said she ‘Would encour­
age our friends in Brazil to look at 
the risks” of closer ties with China, 
hinting that the US would punish 
such an unacceptable behavior. 

US President-elect Donald 
Trump is, meanwhile, packing his 
cabinet with both China hawks 
and Latin America hawks, and will 
likely be even more aggressive in 
pressuring countries to toe the US 
line on China.

Such tactics will not work. The 
days of the Monroe Doctrine — 
enshrining the entire American 
supercontinent as the US’ “sphere 
of influence” — are over. The 
nations of Latin America are 
asserting their sovereignty, and are 
joining hands with the peoples of 
the world to reject hegemony and 
create a future of global peace and 
common prosperity.

The author is co-editor of Friends 
of Socialist China, a London-based 
platform promoting understand­
ing of Chinese socialism. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The policymakers reiterated the 
necessity of taking concerted steps 
in cutting carbon emissions, reduc­
ing pollution, and pursuing green 
development to accelerate die green 
transition of socioeconomic growth. 

China is set to make greater efforts 
in guaranteeing and improving pub­
lic well-being next year, with actions 
to be launched for supporting the 
creation of jobs in key sectors, in 
urban and rural areas, and by small, 
medium-sized and micro business­
es, according to the conference.

An initiative to build up the foun­
dation of the healthcare sector and 
more policies to encourage child­
birth are also in the pipeline, the poli­
cymakers said.

Meanwhile, the boosting of 
domestic demand was highlighted at 
the conference as a top priority for 
next year, as policymakers pledged to 
roll out more initiatives to boost con­
sumption, including greater strides 
in equipment upgrading and con­
sumer goods trade-in programs.

Wang said in her note that she 
expects that the expansion of trade-in 
programs would contribute approxi­
mately 1 percentage point to overall 
retail sales growth next year.

Rather than treating Brazil sim­
ply as a source of primary com­
modities, China has promoted 
cooperation with Brazil on green 
energy, digital innovation, eco­
nomic diversification, advanced 
infrastructure and industrial 
modernization.

Unlike the West, which has 
always jealously guarded its tech­
nological supremacy, China’s 
vision of a global community with 
a shared future involves encourag­
ing sustainable development and 
modernization throughout the 
Global South.

With China’s support, the coun­
tries in Latin America, Africa, Asia, 
the Caribbean and the Pacific are 
starting to break the chains of 
underdevelopment that were 
imposed by the colonial and impe­
rialist powers.

Aside from the growing eco­
nomic relationship, Xi wrote in a 
signed article in Brazilian media 
that “China and Brazil, embracing 

is a relationship that is not only of 
great benefit to the two countries, 
but to the world as a whole. 

In his speech at the 19th G2O 
Summit, Xi insisted on the crucial 
importance of addressing global 
inequality, of supporting develop­
ing countries to achieve moderni­
zation and pursue sustainable 
development, of supporting devel­
oping countries to adopt and inte­
grate digital technologies, and of 
cooperating globally to tackle the 
environmental crisis. 

The speech resonated loudly 
with the people of the Global 
South. As the Cuban revolutionary 
Fidel Castro wrote in 2004, “China 
has objectively become the most 
promising hope and the best 
example for all Third World coun­
tries ... an important element of 
balance, progress and safeguard­
ing of world peace and stability1: 

For that reason, the US is des­
perate to throw a spanner in the 
works to disrupt the growing ties 
between China and Latin Ameri­
ca, and more generally, between

By XING YI in Madrid 
xingyi@chinadaily.com.cn
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Acknowledging that the world 
faces multiple challenges, the 
forum’s participants praised Chi­
na’s initiatives and proposals, and 
emphasized the crucial role of 
multilateralism for collaboration 
and the need for practical imple­
mentation.

Danilo Turk, former president of 
Slovenia and president of Club de 
Madrid, one of the organizers of the 
forum, said there is no future with­
out prosperity, and prosperity must 
not be confined to a selective few or 
limited regions in the world.

“Open trade is a vital engine for 
growth, innovation and poverty 
alleviation.... It is very encouraging 
to hear today that China’s policy of 
opening-up is continuing, and we 
share your vision of retaining high- 
level openness of the Chinese econo­
my for the future,” Turk said.

Csaba Korosi, a Hungarian diplo­
mat who served as president of the 
77th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, said the current 
crises were the results of geopoliti­
cal competition and nonsustaina- 
ble ways of development, and to 
deal with these crises, the world 
needs well-functioning multilater­
alism now more than ever.

“However, there are strong voices 
in many countries claiming their 
interests are not well represented 
on multilateral platforms. This sen­
timent can be heard in Africa, in the 
United States, and in some Europe­
an and Asian countries,” Korosi said. 

“But that doesn’t mean we don’t 
need multilateralism. It means we 
must sit down and think about how 
to adjust some institutions and their 
rules, and how to follow the goals we 
jointly agreed upon,” he added.

Aminata Toure, former prime 
minister of Senegal, said that Afri­
can countries look forward to 
expanding relationships with China, 
because they share similar experien­
ces of unequal treatment in history 
and African countries have the 
ambition to reduce poverty.

“We have this big ambition like 
China to really strive and end pover­
ty in a very short time, and also to 
work toward industrialization. This 
is the area we would be interested in 
working with China on,” said Toure. 

The forum was jointly held by the 
Chinese People’s Association for 
Friendship with Foreign Countries, 
the Australia China Friendship and 
Exchange Association, the Guang­
dong provincial government, and 
the Club de Madrid.

consumption will be a pillar for eco­
nomic growth next year. “We will 
promote the growth of trade in ser­
vices through greater opening-up, in 
order to stabilize foreign invest­
ment,” he said.

Other key measures highlighted at 
the conference include the preven­
tion and defusing of risks in key sec­
tors to ensure that no systemic risks 
will arise.

The nation will make sustained 
efforts to stabilize the real estate 
market and halt its decline, intensify 
the redevelopment of urban villages 

In expanding high-level opening- 
up, the policymakers reaffirmed 
commitments to stabilize foreign 
trade and the inflow of foreign 
investment, and to take proactive 
steps to further open up and 
expand institutional opening-up in 
a steady manner.

China will proactively develop 
trade in services, green trade and dig­
ital trade, while steadily opening up 
its services sector, they said.

Minister of Commerce Wang 
Wentao said in a televised interview 
on Thursday that the boosting of 

Its 2024 member survey results, 
released in September, found that 
80 percent of the US businesses 
surveyed were profitable in China 
in 2023, and that 72 percent of 
respondents expected that the 
profit margins of their operations 
in China would be equal to or 
greater than their global average 
in 2024.

In a letter to the gala read by 
Marisa Lago, US undersecretary 
of commerce for international 
trade, US President Joe Biden 
expressed his appreciation for the 
USCBC’s legacy of supporting 
commercial relations between the 
US and China.

“In the face of issues too big for 
any nation to solve alone, like the 
climate crisis and ensuring global 
food and health security, it is 
more important than ever that 
the United States and the People’s 
Republic of China work together,” 
Biden said.

“I am proud of the steps the Unit­
ed States and the People’s Republic 
of China have taken toward that 
end,” he said.

As the China-US relationship is 
ushering in a new year in which 
the US has a new administration, 
Xie, the Chinese ambassador, said 
he expects that the US will work 
with China and “ensure a smooth 
transition of the bilateral relation­
ship and get it off to a good start”.

and dilapidated housing, and pro­
mote the establishment of a new 
development model for the real 
estate sector.

The conference also pledged to 
prudently address risks associated 
with small and medium-sized finan­
cial institutions at local levels.

It called for heightened efforts to 
promote urban-rural integration, 
ensure that the total area of China’s 
farmland remains above the speci­
fied red line, and guarantee the 
steady production and supply of 
grain and key agricultural produce.

continue to care for and support 
such collaboration.

The annual event, themed “Man­
aging US-China Relations in 2025 
and Beyond” was attended by busi­
ness leaders, officials, scholars and 
other stakeholders in the US-China 
commercial relationship.

In his letter, read out by Chinese 
Ambassador to the US Xie Feng, Xi 
told the US business community 
that the interests of the two coun­
tries are closely intertwined, and 
the room for cooperation is “infi­
nitely vast”

“The two sides should properly 
handle differences through equal­
footed consultation, and make the 
pie of cooperation bigger based on 
our complementary advantages,” 
Xi said.

The success of one side should be 
an opportunity rather than a chal­
lenge for the other, and one’s 
achievement should help rather 
than hinder the development of the 
other, he added.

Xi also said that China will always 
uphold tiie basic State policy of 
opening up to the outside world. 

“Chinese modernization, with its 
new achievements, will provide 
new opportunities for the world,” 
he said.

The US-China Business Council 
represents more than 270 US 
companies that do business in 
China.

Soccer fans celebrate in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Wednesday, after 
the country won the bid to host the FIFA World Cup 2034. 
REUTERS

At the gala, the envoy noted that 
China’s policy toward the US at the 
new historical starting point is 
“consistent and stable”

“We believe a major country 
should stay steadfast in a shifting 
landscape, and have the wisdom to 
open up new horizons amid 
changes,” he said. “China’s goal of a 
stable, healthy and sustainable 
China-US relationship remains 
unchanged.”

The USCBC Gala 2024 paid spe­
cial tribute to Craig Allen, who is 
stepping down after leading the 
council since July 2018.

In his remarks as the distin­
guished honoree, Allen reflected 
on tiie history of US-China engage­
ment, emphasizing that “tiie ability 
to keep commerce, ideas, people 
and investments flowing between 
the US and China will be a key 
determinant — perhaps the key 
determinant — of global peace and 
stability for the decades and even 
the centuries ahead” according to a 
release from the USCBC.

Sean Stein, the incoming USCBC 
president, reiterated in his closing 
remarks at the gala the organiza­
tion’s “enduring commitment to 
preserving the US-China commer­
cial relationship” according to the 
release.

President Xi Jinping has sent a 
congratulatory letter to the 2024 
Imperial Springs International 
Forum, which opened in Madrid, 
Spain, on Thursday.

In the letter, Xi pointed out that 
since the forum was established 10 
years ago, it has adhered to advocat­
ing multilateralism, conducted 
in-depth discussions on global gov­
ernance issues, actively shared Chi­
na’s propositions, and played a 
positive role in enhancing exchanges 
and understanding between China 
and other countries.

Xi emphasized that in a world 
marked by intertwined changes and 
turmoil, peace and development 
remain the shared aspirations of all 
peoples.

China stands ready to work with 
other countries in the spirit of pro­
moting global solidarity, upholding 
fairness and justice to safeguard 
global peace and stability, adhering 
to win-win cooperation to promote 
sustainable global development, 
and committing to inclusiveness 
and mutual learning to advance 
human civilization to new heights, 
Xi said.

The president’s message has won 
wide recognition and support from 
the 130 participants of tiie forum, 
including former heads of state and 
government, business leaders, rep­
resentatives of international organi­
zations and academic experts from 
more than 40 countries and regions. 

Upholding the forum’s theme of 
“Collective Action for One Future”, 
the participants engaged in 
in-depth discussions on topics such 
as challenges to global security and 
the world economy, reform of global 
governance, and artificial intelli­
gence and green technology for sus­
tainable development.

Hu Chunhua, vice-chairman of 
the National Committee of the Chi­
nese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, attended the forum and 
delivered a keynote speech on Chi­
na’s initiatives on global security, 
development and civilization, point­
ing out that common development 
is the key to lasting peace and that 
China will stick to its opening-up 
policy to provide more development 
opportunities to tiie world.

He also highlighted the importance 
of mutual learning and exchanges 
among different civilizations to pro­
mote understanding, pushing for­
ward the building of a community 
with a shared future for mankind.

President Xi Jinping has empha­
sized that China is prepared to keep 
communicating with the United 
States to expand cooperation, man­
age differences, continue exploring 
the right way to get along with each 
other in the new era, and realize 
long-term, peaceful coexistence to 
the benefit of the two countries and 
the world at large.

Xi made the remarks on Wednes­
day in a congratulatory letter to the 
2024 Gala Dinner of the US-China 
Business Council.

Noting that the China-US rela­
tionship concerns not only the 
immediate interests of the two peo­
ples, but also the future and destiny 
of all humanity, Xi said: “We both 
stand to gain from cooperation and 
lose from confrontation. We should 
choose dialogue over confronta­
tion, and win-win cooperation over 
zero-sum games.”

In his letter, Xi expressed his 
“sincere greetings” to people from 
various sectors in the US who have 
been caring for and supporting 
business cooperation between the 
two countries, hoping they would

A performance takes 
place during the 
inauguration of a 
memorial park on 
Tuesday in Lusaka, 
Zambia, to honor 
Chinese nationals who 
lost their lives during 
the construction of the 
Tanzania-Zambia
Railway line. 
PENG LIJUN / XINHUA

Continued care and
support for business 
collaboration stressed

The nations of Latin 
America are assert­
ing their sovereignty, 
and are joining 
hands with the peo­
ples of the world to 
reject hegemony, 
our roles and responsibilities as 
major countries, have contributed 
to a multipolar world, conduced 
to greater democracy in interna­
tional relations, and injected posi­
tive energy into global peace and 
stability”.

China and Brazil have taken the 
lead in trying to reach a political 
settlement on tiie Ukraine crisis 
and are aligned on attempting to 
bring an immediate and perma­
nent ceasefire in Gaza. Both coun­
tries are pursuing sustainable 
development and modernization, 
and both support a fair globaliza­
tion characterized by equality and 
common prosperity. In short, this

The development of new quality 
productive forces through sci-tech 
innovation was underlined at the 
conference, with authorities set to 
launch an Artificial Intelligence Plus 
initiative and foster more emerging 
sectors.

The nation will ensure the imple­
mentation of landmark reform meas­
ures, including enacting a new law 
promoting the private economy, stan­
dardizing business-related law 
enforcement, and making guidelines 
on establishing a unified national 
market.

Tribute 
to heroes

—W

China ready to join other 
nations to boost global 
solidarity, forum told

1
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2 former senior advisers face corruption charges
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Two former senior Chinese politi­
cal advisers are feeing serious cor­
ruption charges, with one admitting 
to accepting bribes and the other 
expelled from the Communist Party 
of China and public office amid alle­
gations of abuse of power.

During a trial on Thursday at the 
Nanning Intermediate People’s 
Court in the Guangxi Zhuang auton­
omous region, Han Yong, 67, admit­
ted to accepting bribes totaling over 
261 million yuan ($35.9 million).

Han, a former chairman of the 
Shaanxi Provincial Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con­
sultative Conference, was accused of

Artificial intelligence-powered 
devices are being deployed in vari­
ous regions to remind passengers 
and non-motor vehicle riders to 
obey traffic rules.

In areas with no or limited traf­
fic police, Al-enabled devices and 
loudspeakers are used to alert peo­
ple when they violate rules. For 
example, in Wuxi, Jiangsu prov­
ince, an Al traffic monitoring sys­
tem has been in operation at one 
road section for over a month, 
effectively reducing the number of 
traffic accidents, according to 
Jiangsu Satellite TV.

Liu Xiaowu, deputy dean of the 
Wuxi Research Institute at Tianjin 
University, explained that the 
device integrates Al and the inter­
net of tilings. It uses surveillance 
video data and Al algorithms to 
identify misbehavior by pedestri­
ans and non-motor vehicle riders 
in real-time, with a response time 
ofjust one second.

The system collects surveillance 
video data from four directions to 
conduct real-time traffic analysis 
at 32 positions. If dangerous 
behavior is detected, loudspeakers 
immediately issue alerts.

According to local traffic police, 
the device has significantly curbed 
such behaviors and operates con­
tinuously around the clock. Plans 
are underway to install the system 
at additional locations, covering 
20 key road sections in Wuxi.

Meanwhile, in Shifang, Sichuan 
province, 25 Al surveillance cam-

By WANG XJN in Shanghai 
wangxin2@chinxulaily.com.cn

misusing his positions from 1993 to 
2023 to secure benefits for individu­
als and entities in exchange for ille­
gal payments.

Prosecutors detailed how Han 
leveraged his influence in business 
operations, project contracting and 
personnel appointments.

Originally from Jilin province, 
Han’s career spanned roles includ­
ing deputy Party chief of the Xinji­
ang Uygur autonomous region and 
general-procurator in Jilin province. 
He served in senior CPPCC roles 
until his retirement last year, when 
he was investigated in October.

During the trial, Han expressed

ByZHAOYIMENG
zhaoyimeng@chinadaily.com.cn

eras have been installed in a local 
village to remind non-motor vehi­
cle riders to follow traffic rules. 
When violations such as not wear­
ing helmets, traveling on the 
wrong side of the road, or over­
loading are detected, the system 
delivers reminders in the local 
dialect. Many riders have correct­
ed their behavior upon hearing 
the voice alerts.

In Luzhou, Sichuan province, 
Al-powered road safety systems 
have been deployed across 33,000 
kilometers of rural roads in over 
1,140 tallages, according to 
cpd.com.cn, a news portal of the 
Ministry of Public Security. These 
digital reminders have been in 
place since 2022 and have formed a 
safety net for rural areas.

Xiang Yang, a traffic police offi­
cer in Luzhou, noted that non-mo- 
tor vehicles have become a 
primary mode of transportation in 
rural areas. The system provides 
continuous reminders, and if a 
person receives three warnings, 
traffic police visit them for educa­
tion and accountability.

As of May, the system had issued 
reminders to 810,000 rural resi­
dents, holding over 1,000 repeat 
violators accountable. Non-motor 
vehicle violations have significant­
ly decreased as a result.

In Mianyang, Sichuan province, 
robots are being utilized as traffic 
police. These robots can travel at a 
speed of 5 kilometers per hour and 
jump up to 20 centimeters. They 
have been deployed at road sections 
to guide traffic and remind pedes­
trians not to cross during red lights.

Investigators also accused him 
of trading power for sex and mon­
ey, unlawfully possessing classified 
documents and abusing his power, 
leading to significant economic 
losses.

A statement released Thursday 
said Gou’s actions constituted seri­
ous violations of Party discipline 
and laws, and he is suspected of 
bribery and abuse of power.

Authorities have confiscated his 
illegal gains, and his case has been 
transferred to prosecutors for 
review and potential charges.

MUR
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ed for advancing the economics of 
education in China.

The award citation praised Min 
for seamlessly integrating econo­
metric analysis with the challenges 
of higher education in China. His 
work lias profoundly influenced 
the development of educational 
economics in China, refining its 
theories, advancing methodolo­
gies and nurturing talent.

“Educational economics in Chi­
na has distinct characteristics,” 
Min noted. “While incorporating 
international theories and meth­
ods, it also addresses urgent practi­
cal issues in China’s development. 
These contributions have pro­
foundly influenced education poli­
cymaking in the country.”

Min noted that China’s approach 
to educational economics is dis­
tinct, reflecting diversity in academ­
ic teams, theoretical backgrounds, 
research fields and methods. While 
the discipline initially emerged in 
the 1980s, China’s research has 
since focused on pressing practical 
issues related to the nation’s devel­
opment and transformation. These 
contributions have significantly 
influenced policymaking and prac­
tice in China’s education sector.

The award also highlights Chi­
na’s growing role in global educa­
tion research.

Yuan emphasized that despite 
China’s rich history of educational 
thought dating back to Confucius, 
much of it remains underrecog­
nized globally. However, increased 
international collaboration and 
empirical research are positioning 
China as a significant contributor to 
addressing global education chal­
lenges, particularly in the context of 
Al and digital transformation.

“The research emerging from 
China is not only propelling 
national progress but also driving 
global advancements in educa­
tion,” Yuan said.

Tourists gather at a small island in Jilin city, Jilin province, to enjoy the magnificent rime ice scenery on 
Thursday. The small island, which is only 0.02 square kilometers in size and known for its spectacular
rime ice scenery, received over 1,000 visitors on a daily basis recently, zhu wanchang / for china daily
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China aims to keep its HIV 
prevalence rate below 0.2 per­
cent by 2030, according to a poli­
cy document released this week, 
as high infection rates among 
men who have sex with men and 
covert transmission among het­
erosexual couples pose signifi­
cant challenges.

Since around 2012, the countiy 
has effectively halted HIV trans­
mission through blood transfu­
sions, reduced mother-to-child 
transmission and curbed the 
virus’s spread via injection drug 
use, the State Council General 
Office said in a plan released 
Wednesday.

“Sexual transmission has 
become the primary route for the 
spread of HIV?’ the document 
noted.

The mortality rate of HIV/ 
AIDS patients has gradually 
declined in recent years due to 
increased access to standardized 
antiviral treatment. “The overall 
HIV epidemic in China remains 
at a low level,” it added.

However, the control situa­
tion remains severe, with high 
infection rates among men who 
have sex with men and a rising 
covert transmission rate among 
heterosexual couples, making 
prevention efforts more diffi­
cult.

The document outlines several 
goals and measures to be imple­
mented over the next five years. 
These include raising public 
awareness of HIV prevention 
and treatment to over 90 percent 
by the end of next year and curb­
ing high-risk behaviors among 
men who have sex with men.

By the end of next year, com­
prehensive prevention measures 
— such as ensuring the availabili­
ty of condoms in hotels and other 
public venues and encouraging 
vulnerable groups to undergo 
testing — should cover at least 95 
percent of high-risk populations. 
Additionally, the rate of new 
infections among people under­
going maintenance therapy for 
drug addiction should be kept 
below 0.2 percent.

By 2025, the mother-to-child 
transmission rate should be 
reduced to below two percent, 
and the transmission rate from 
an HIV-positive partner within a 
family should be kept under 0.3 
percent, the document added.

Looking ahead to 2030, the 
plan aims to ensure that at least 
95 percent of people living with 
HIV are aware of their infection, 
95 percent of diagnosed patients 
receive sustained antiretroviral 
therapy, and 95 percent of 
patients on treatment achieve 
viral suppression to levels where 
they are no longer infectious.

According to data released by 
the National Administration of 
Disease Control and Prevention 
this month, the number of people 
living with HIV/AIDS in China is 
rising, although new infections 
are trending downward. More 
than 98 percent of new infections 
are sexually transmitted, with 
over 70 percent occurring among 
heterosexual couples.

The document also emphasiz­
es the importance of reducing 
HIV infections among teenagers, 
middle-aged adults and senior 
citizens.

guilt and remorse. The court has yet 
to announce his sentencing.

Separately, Gou Zhongwen, a 
former member of the Standing 
Committee of the CPPCC National 
Committee, was expelled from the 
Party and dismissed from public 
office following an investigation by 
China’s top anti-corruption watch­
dog.

Gou, who previously led the Gen­
eral Administration of Sport of Chi­
na, was found to have violated the 
Party’s frugality rules by accepting 
gifts, attending banned banquets 
and participating in prohibited 
tourist activities.

according to the ministry.
At the launch event, teachers 

from the Star Program — a public 
welfare initiative for special educa­
tion introduced this year — were 
awarded certificates, and commit­
tee members of the national 
resource center were appointed.

The program has allocated an 
initial funding of 3 million yuan to 
support the training of autism edu­
cators and provide teaching servi­
ces in central and western regions 
of China. A special education teach­
ing award fund has also been estab­
lished to honor outstanding 
teachers in autism education and 
related fields, the ministry said.

Additionally, China launched the 
Special Education section of its 
National Smart Education Platform 
for primary and secondary schools 
on Dec 3, marking the 33 rd Interna­
tional Day of Persons with Disabili­
ties.

The new platform addresses the 
personalized learning needs of stu­
dents with disabilities, creating a 
highly adaptable digital learning 
environment. It offers tailored ser­
vices for schools, teachers and stu­
dents with special education needs, 
while enriching the digital resour­
ces available for special education, 
the ministry added.

Yuan Zhenguo, head of the 
Faculty of Education at East 
China Normal University 

Special platform to enhance efforts to 
ensure integration of the special needs
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A visitor views artifacts of the 
exhibition titled The Glory of 
Ancient Persia: Treasures from 
Iran at the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region Museum in 
Urumqi, Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region, on Wednesday. 
LIU XIN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

China’s first national special edu­
cation resource center for children 
with autism was launched on 
Wednesday in Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
province, marking a significant 
milestone in the country’s special 
education development.

The center is located at Zhejiang 
Normal University in the province. 

During the launch ceremony, 
officials from the Ministry' of Edu­
cation announced that Chinese 
children with autism are now fully 
integrated into the nation’s special 
education framework, with ongo­
ing efforts to enhance access to 
compulsory education for this 
group.

This year, annual funding per 
autistic student during the com­
pulsory education period 
increased from 6,000 yuan ($825) 
to over 7,000 yuan, as outlined in 
an action plan for autism care and 
education promotion covering 
2024 to 2028.

Jointly released by the Ministry of 
Education, the China Disabled Per-
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By WANG XIAO YU
wangxixioyu@chinadaily.com.cn

The research 
emerging from 
China is not only 
propelling national 
progress but also 
driving global 
advancements in 
education.”

ByZOUSHUO
zoushuo@chinadaily.com.cn
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sons’ Federation and other depart­
ments, the plan includes measures 
to strengthen inclusive education 
for children with autism.

A national monitoring system 
has been established to ensure that 
autistic children receive appropri­
ate education and suitable accom­
modations. Major cities are 
encouraged to set up specialized 
schools for children with autism 
while expanding access to early 
childhood and vocational educa­
tion. A teaching assistant system 
will be implemented to provide 
personalized support, ministry offi­
cials said.

To address the shortage of quali­
fied educators, over 20 provinces 
have introduced special education 
teacher staffing standards. For 
instance, Shandong province has 
stabilized the teacher-student ratio 
for autistic children at 1:1.5.

Universities and teacher training 
institutions are being encouraged to 
develop autism education pro­
grams. Last year, Nanjing Normal 
University of Special Education in 
Jiangsu province established a dedi­
cated autism education program,

New target 
set to curb

u

5 experts share inaugural 
global education award

Five leading education 
researchers received the inaugural 
Global Award for Innovation in 
Education Research Methods at 
the 10th Forum on Empirical Edu­
cation Research held recently in 
Shanghai.

The award, the world’s first of its 
kind, was designed to recognize 
breakthroughs in education 
research methodology and foster 
the international exchange of 
ideas, including those rooted in 
China’s education system.

Described as the “Nobel Prize in 
Education,” the award was initiat­
ed by the Faculty of Education at 
the East China Normal University. 
It honored Stephen J. Ball, Annette 
Lareau, Herb Marsh, Min Weifeng 
and Andreas Schleicher for their 
innovative contributions to empir­
ical education research.

At the forum, researchers and 
scholars said methodologies are 
pivotal in driving empirical educa­
tion research and advancing edu­
cation sciences in the digital age, 
laying a foundation for global edu­
cation policy and development. 

“Education research methods 
are critical to the advancement of 
pedagogy as a discipline and the 
broader field of education,” said 
Yuan Zhenguo, head of the Faculty 
of Education at the university and 
a key planner of the award.

Herb Marsh, a professor at the 
Australian Catholic University’s 
Institute for Positive Psychology 
and Education, was recognized 
for his extensive contributions to 
quantitative research methods, 
including structural equation 
modeling, factor analysis and 
multilevel modeling.

“He has broadened interdisci­
plinary research in areas such as 
self-concept and learning motiva­
tion through the use of scientific 
measurement and evaluation 
methods, significantly advancing 
contemporary educational psy­
chology?’ the award citation noted. 

Renowned for his Big-Fish-Lit- 
tle-Pond-Effect theory, Marsh 
emphasized the role of rigorous 
research methodology as a foun­
dation for adopting new technol­
ogies and statistical models. “A 
solid methodology is crucial, just 
as critical reading skills are essen­
tial for distinguishing fake news 
from credible information,” he 
said.

Min Weifang, honorary dean of 
the Graduate School of Education 
at Peking University, was celebrat-
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Al devices help road 
users obey traffic rules
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Germany’s Scholz to face vote of confidence

CHINA DAILY USA

Most Brexit supporters now want closer EU ties: Study

Agencies contributed to this story.
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By YANG HAN in Hong Kong 
kelly@chinadailyapac.com

wanting to live and work through­
out their shared territory, in return 
for access to the EU’s single market. 

In the past, free access was a major 
reason why many UK voters chose to 
leave the bloc, over fears EU citizens 
were outcompeting them for jobs.

The report said the desire for clos­
er UK-EU ties increased significant­
ly after Donald Trump secured the 
presidency of the United States, and 
has been fueled by worries about the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict

“The EU and the UK are both very 
vulnerable to prevailing global 

The think tank said in a report 
released on Wednesday that many 
people in EU member nations also 
want much closer ties.

After surveying more than 9,000 
people in the UK and the EU’s five 
most populous countries — France, 
Germany, Italy, Poland and Spain — 
the study concluded there is a strong 
demand for closer ties on both sides. 

“There is a remarkable consensus 

events and a reset of relations is the 
single most effective way to make 
both sides stronger,” the report said. 

In general, 55 percent of UK vot­
ers want improved ties, while 10 per­
cent want more distant ties, and 22 
percent want the status quo.

Among EU nations, 45 percent of 
Germans want closer ties, the report 
said, as do 44 percent of Polish vot­
ers, 41 percent of Spaniards, 40 per­
cent of Italians, and 34 percent of 
the French.

By EARLE GALE in London 
earle@mail.chinadailyuk.com

Xinhua and agencies contributed to
this story.

By EARLE GALE in London 
earle@mail.chinadailyuk.com

the parliament.
The DPA news agency said Stein­

meier indicated he would move fest, 
quoting him as saying: “Our country 
needs stable majorities and a gov­
ernment capable of action.”

The chancellor has been head­
ing toward the confidence vote ever 
since he broke up his three-party 
ruling coalition on Nov 7 by firing his 
finance minister, Christian Lindner, 
who is also the leader of the pro­
business Free Democrats.

Scholz, a Social Democrat, is 
set to face off in February against 
Friedrich Merz, leader of the center­
right Christian Democrats, which is 
known as the CDU, Robert Habeck, 
leader of the Greens, and Alterna­
tive for Germany’s co-leader Alice 
Weidel.

Scholz started campaigning on 
Tuesday, during an interview with 
public broadcaster ARD in which he

said he will reduce sales tax on basic 
groceries from 7 percent to 5 percent 
if he is reelected chancellor. 

“This would help many people 
who earn very little money and 
would not be an excessive burden 
on the federal budget,” he said.

But he is feeing a major challenge 
in getting reelected. His party is far 
behind Merz’s CDU/CSU, which is 
polling around 31 percent of the 
popular vote, according to the lat­
est Bloomberg polling average. The 
far-right Alternative for Germany 
party is second at around 18 percent, 
just ahead of Scholz’s Social Demo­
crats Party, or SPD, at 17 percent. The 
Greens are fourth at 13 percent and 
a new fer-left party founded earlier 
this year, called the BSW, has about 
5 percent of the vote.

Merz was also out campaigning 
this week and said during a visit 
to Warsaw, Poland on Tuesday that

News Agency. He also ordered par­
ty members to hold an emergency 
meeting to discuss the expulsion of 
Yoon from the party.

However, PPP’s newly elected 
floor leader Kweon Seong-dong, a 
key confidant of Yoon, said the party 
is still against the impeachment 
motion but there will be a meeting 
of lawmakers to discuss whether to 
change the stance.

DP said Yoon’s speech is equiva­
lent to “declaring war on the people 
and the National Assembly”.

Germany’s Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
on Wednesday formally set the 
wheels in motion that will culmi­
nate in a general election at the end 
of February.

The embattled national leader, 
who has seen his approval rating 
plummet in recent months, filed a 
petition with Germany’s lower house 
of parliament, asking lawmakers to 
participate in a confidence vote on 
Monday that he is sure to lose.

The confidence vote defeat will 
oblige Scholz to ask President Frank- 
Walter Steinmeier to dissolve parlia­
ment and set an election date, which 
is widely expected to be Sunday, Feb 
23.

Steinmeier must name the elec­
tion date within three weeks of 
Scholz requesting dissolution of

Most people who voted in the 
2016 Brexit referendum for the 
United Kingdom to leave the Euro­
pean Union now want access to its 
single market and the freedom-of- 
movement principle, according to a 
study by the European Council on 
Foreign Relations, or ECFR.

By PRIME SARMIENTO 

in Hong Kong 
prime@chinadailyapac.com

he believes Germany should form 
a European contact group on the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, alongside 
France, the United Kingdom, and 
Poland.

Merz unveiled the idea on Monday, 
during a visit to Ukraine, saying the 
contact group could jointly develop 
strategies to support Ukraine, espe­
cially in light of the United States’ 
likely scaling back of its support 
under the new presidency.

The leadership crisis in Ger­
many follows a similar situation 
in France, in which Prime Minister 
Michel Barnier lost a confidence 
vote and triggered the collapse of 
his government.

The confidence vote in Germany 
will be the first the nation has expe­
rienced since 2005 when then-chan­
cellor Gerhard Schroder lost such a 
contest and sent the country into an 
early election.

For veteran foreign policy and 
security analyst Lucio Blanco Pitlo 
III, there is no better time for him 
to head the Philippine Association 
for Chinese Studies, or PACS. Pitlo 
was elected president of the Mani- 
la-based organization in June, and 
among PACS plans in 2025 is to 
hold several talks on Philippines- 
China cooperation as the two 
countries observe the 50th anni­
versary of diplomatic relations. 

“We will have these forums to 
discuss issues where the Philippi­
nes and China can work together, 
especially on the economic front,” 
Pitlo told China Daily in an inter­
view during a business trip to 
Hong Kong in late October.

Pitlo said scholars, industry 
executives and diplomats will be 
invited to talk about issues like the 
Belt and Road Initiative joint ven­
tures in electric vehicles, tradi­
tional Chinese medicine and 
tourism. Strained relations due to 
South China Sea issues would also 
be a topic of discussion as this is 
“unavoidable” he said.

However, he said the purpose of 
having several talks is to highlight 
the feet that there is more to the 
two countries’ relations than the 
strategic waterway.

‘We cannot ignore that the two 
countries have issues of concern, 
but they have to find ways to man­
age (them) properly so that it 
won’t hurt bilateral ties,” Pitlo said. 

This reflects Pitlo’s position on 
the China-Philippines relations — 
that the issue of the South China 
Sea cannot define the otherwise 
multifaceted relationship between 
the two countries.

After obtaining a degree in pub­
lic administration from the Uni­
versity of the Philippines, or UP, in 
2004, Pitlo ventured into business 
development consultancy. But he 
veered away from that career path 
after his interest was piqued by 
local news reports on the tension 
over the South China Sea.

Pitlo returned to the UP in 2008 
to pursue an MA in Asian Studies, 
with a focus on China. It was at the 
university where Pitlo would later 
meet his mentor, Aileen Baviera. 
Baviera, who died in 2020, was a 
prominent Filipina Sinologist, 
dean of the UP Asian Center, and 
co-founder of PACS.

A member of the ruling People Power Party rises and protests against party leader Han Dong-hoon 
during a party meeting on Thursday in Seoul, after Han criticized President Yoon Suk-yeol’s address 
earlier that day. yonhap

are set to meet in January to explore 
closer ties, both sides have said they 
will not target the UK rejoining the 
political and economic alliance or 
its single market. The ECFR report 
said voters appear to be ahead of the 
politicians, and want to go further. 

It said 54 percent of Britons who 
voted “leave” in the 2016 referen­
dum would now accept free move­
ment for EU and UK citizens 

‘Unacceptable’ intention
National Assembly Speaker Woo 

Won-shik, who is aligned with the 
DP, said Yoon’s purported intention 
to use the martial law declaration as 
a warning to the National Assembly 
is unacceptable.

“I suggest that the ruling and the 
opposition parties hold a meeting 
immediately? said Woo. “We need 
to clear up national instability as 
soon as possible.”

Refuting Yoon’s suspicions of elec­
tion fraud, the National Election 
Commission said in a statement 
that the allegations are baseless.

During the martial law decree last 

Kuk, leader of Rebuilding Korea 
Party, lost his parliamentary seat on 
Thursday after he was sentenced to 
a two-year prison term by the 
Supreme Court.

Cho was convicted of charges 
including academic fraud involving 
his children. He also lost his right to 
run in presidential elections for five 
years, which means he cannot par­
ticipate in the next presidential 
election if the court decides to 
impeach Yoon.

Cho’s party said it plans to hand 
over the proportional representa­
tion seat, which can still be held by 
the party, as soon as possible to the 
next in line so the successor can 
participate in the impeachment 
vote in time.

In a survey released by pollster 
Realmeter on Thursday, 74.8 per­
cent of the respondents said the 
president should be suspended 
immediately by resignation or 
impeachment and 16.2 percent of 
people said Yoon should resign in an 
orderly manner as proposed by the 
ruling party.

in 2014, traveled to China for the 
first time.

He was in Beijing from 2014 to 
2015. It was this yearlong stint in 
China that would shape Pitlo’s out­
look on foreign relations. While 
the tension over the South China 
Sea may have intensified Sinopho- 
bia in the Philippines, Pitlo to this 
day maintains a more nuanced 
view of China-Philippines ties.

By living in Beijing, Pitlo 
learned that China is different 
from what he had learned and 
what he had read from books writ­
ten by Western authors. He was 
impressed by the high quality of 
infrastructure and roads, as well 
as China’s successes in poverty 
alleviation and advancements in 
digital technology' compared to his 
home country.

South Korean President Yoon 
Suk-yeol said on Thursday his mar­
tial law decree was “an act of govern­
ance” and accused the opposition of 
paralyzing state affairs, drawing 
fresh criticism and adding new 
uncertainty to the upcoming 
impeachment vote this weekend.

In a televised address, Yoon said 
the opposition was die one that par­
alyzed the government and threat­
ened national security. He said the 
opposition has been abusing 
impeachment provisions and 
thwarting him and other top offi­
cials since he took office because 
they refused to accept die result of 
the presidential election in 2022.

He said he used his presidential 
powers to declare martial law to 
protect the nation and normalize 
the functioning of die state.

Describing the opposition as 
“anti-national forces” Yoon said he 
would fight till the last moment. 

“Whether it is impeachment or 
investigation, I will stand up to it? 
said Yoon, adding he will not avoid 
legal and political responsibility 
regarding the martial law decree.

Later on Thursday, South Korea’s 
opposition parties submitted a sec­
ond impeachment motion against 
Yoon over his martial law declara­
tion, according to multiple media 
outlets.

The main liberal opposition 
Democratic Party, or DP, and five 
other minor parties submitted the 
motion after the first one was 
scrapped on Dec 7 as the ruling Peo­
ple Power Party, or PPP, lawmakers 
boycotted a vote.

The opposition bloc planned to 
report the motion to a plenary ses­
sion of the National Assembly on 
Friday and put it up for a vote on 
Saturday afternoon.

Yoon’s speech received mixed 
reactions. PPP leader Han Dong- 
hoon said the party’s lawmakers 
should take part in the next 
impeachment vote to stop further 
confusion, according to Yonhap

“China proved that kind of eco­
nomic miracle is possible because 
of a strong central government 
policy. That’s also one interesting 
area that I came to appreciate 
while I was in China,” he said.

Pitlo observed that compared 
with their peers in the Southeast 
Asian region, very few Filipinos 
study in China. While studying at 
Peking University, Lucio met stu­
dents from Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Thailand and Vietnam.

“They are studying in higher 
learning institutions in Beijing 
and they’re trying to make sense of 
China as an engine of global 
growth,” he said, adding that while 
other ASEAN countries also have 
contesting claims over the South 
China Sea, they usually find a way 
to work with China.

Pitlo returned to Manila in 2015 
and applied what he learned by 
teaching Chinese politics and 
economy at Ateneo de Manila Uni­
versity, and international rela­
tions at De La Salle University. He 
was also a contributing editor at 
Asian Politics & Policy, a quarterly 
peer-reviewed academic journal, 
from 2015 to 2023. Since 2018, he 
has been a research fellow of the 
independent policy think tank 
Asia Pacific Pathways to Progress 
Foundation.

Pitlo writes and contributes 
opinion pieces for various local 
and international publications 
and has built a reputation as one 
of tiie most sought-after experts 
in security, defense and Philippi­
nes-China relations. He contin­
ued to deepen his scholarly 
knowledge by returning time and 
again to the academy. He was in 
Washington, DC, from 2018 to 
2021, where he finished his MA in 
international relations at the 
American University’s School of 
International Service.

As the current PACS president, 
Pitlo aims to expand the member­
ship by reaching out to students 
and the younger generation of 
enthusiasts of Philippine-Chinese 
ties. He will also continue the 
PACS tradition of publishing the 
Chinese Studies Journal, an annu­
al peer-reviewed journal that can 
be accessed for free, and holding 
several dialogues as a way to pro­
mote people-to-people exchanges.
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week, about 300 troops were sent to 
several election offices, and the elec­
tion watchdog said Yoon’s address 
proved the troop deployment was 
“unconstitutional and unlawful”

The National Assembly passed 
bills on Thursday to investigate 
Yoon’s insurrection charge and 
scandals involving first lady Kim 
Keon-hee.

South Korean law gives a presi­
dent immunity from prosecution 
while in office, except for allegations 
of rebellion or treason. This means 
that Yoon can be questioned and 
detained by investigative agencies 
over his martial law decree, but 
many observers doubt that authori­
ties will forcefully detain him 
because of the potential for clashes 
with his presidential security service. 

The new impeachment vote at the 
National Assembly on Saturday 
requires a two-thirds majority in the 
300-seat parliament to pass.

If the motion is passed, the con­
stitutional court will deliberate it 
for up to 180 days, during which 
Yoon’s presidential power will be 
suspended.

The opposition bloc originally 
held 192 of the 300 seats, but Cho 

on both sides of the (English) Chan­
nel that the time is ripe for a reas­
sessment of EU-UK relations,” the 
report said.

On Thursday, new European 
Council President Antonio Costa 
made his maiden visit to Britain for 
talks with UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer as the two sides press to 
improve ties, Brussels said.

But, while UK and EU negotiators 
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‘Leading light’
Pitlo recalled that Baviera was 

“one of the leading lights” when it 
came to Chinese studies in the 
Philippines, and he appreciated 
Baviera’s view that China-Philippi­
nes relations present both a chal­
lenge and an opportunity.

Pitlo worked as Baviera’s 
research assistant at a time when 
Baviera was studying the territori­
al and maritime jurisdiction dis­
putes regarding the South China 
Sea. The output from this research 
was published as an 80-page paper 
in 2013, with Baviera and mari­
time law expert Jay Batongbacal as 
co-authors.

It was also Baviera who encour­
aged Pitlo to join PACS — an asso­
ciation that comprises Filipino 
scholars and enthusiasts of Chi­
nese studies and aims to promote 
mutual understanding and coop­
eration between the Philippines 
and China.

Joining PACS was pivotal for Pit­
lo as it was through the organiza­
tion that he learned that Peking 
University was offering a scholar­
ship for a master’s degree in law. 
He received the scholarship, and 
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Opposition parties 
in S. Korea submit 
second motion to 
impeach president
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Craig Allen, president of the US- 
China Business Council 

WASHINGTON - US congres­
sional Republicans on Wednesday 
grilled Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken over the chaotic withdraw­
al of US troops from Afghanistan.

Blinken appeared before the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
capping a long period of animosity 
between his agency and the com­
mittee’s Republican leadership, 
which has accused the top US dip­
lomat of ignoring its numerous 
subpoenas.

Republicans, led by President­
elect Donald Trump, have lambast­
ed the withdrawal of US troops 
from Afghanistan in August 2021, 
which saw 13 US soldiers killed in 
a suicide bombing at Kabul airport 
in the final hours of the retreat.

“This catastrophic event was the 
beginning of a failed foreign poli­
cy that lit the world on fire,” said 
Committee Chairman Republican 
Michael McCaul.

It was clear “it was going to be a 
disaster,” said Florida Republican 
Representative Brian Mast, who 
will take over as chairman of the 
committee in the next Congress.

The hearing, which was briefly 
interrupted by protesters against 
Israel’s military assault in Gaza, 
came as Blinken headed to Jordan 
later on Wednesday to discuss the 
unrest in Syria following the fall of 
Bashar al-Assad.

It came at the end of Blinken’s 
diplomatic service under Presi­
dent Joe Biden, with just under 
six weeks left before Trump takes 
office, and at the end of McCaul’s 
time leading the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. It served as a capstone 
to nearly four years of animos­
ity between the two over the end 
of the longest war of the United 
States.

There was little new ground 
broken on the US withdrawal, after 
years of blame-trading between 
Republicans and Democrats.

arrest that acceleration, then it will 
become more and more difficult 
for the two big data companies or 
systems to coexist,” he said.

“I think that both governments 
should agree that we do not want 
a bifurcated IT system. We do not 

By LINDA DENG in Seattle
lindadeng@ chinadailyusa .com

To close potential loopholes, the 
US will enforce the Foreign Direct 
Product Rule, limiting the ability 
of non-US companies that use US 
technology to supply restricted 
items to China.

That rule effectively prevents US 
companies from producing and 
exporting semiconductor tools in 
third countries to bypass the ban. 
While some US-aligned nations 
may receive exemptions, some have 
questioned the long-term efficacy of 
the measures.

In response, on Dec 5, China’s 
Ministry of Commerce implement­
ed stricter export controls aimed 
at the United States. The measures 
include a ban on the exporting of 
gallium, germanium, antimony and 
super hard materials, all critical for 
semiconductor, defense and optical 
industries. The export of graphite, 
another essential material, will now 
be subject to greater scrutiny.

Unlike previous restrictions, 
China’s new rules introduce more 
rigorous assessments of end-uses 
and purposes, directly targeting 
US entities. The regulations hold 
all individuals and organizations 

improvements in transportation, 
accommodation and more.”

Zhang said that China has been 
working hard to simplify the visa 
process and provide information 
to foreign travelers. He expressed 
excitement about sharing travel 
information about China, beyond 
the 850 travel agencies but also 
“friends” who have been actively 
promoting international travel.

Zhang, who traveled from Beijing 
to Shanghai, then to New York, and 
finally to Florida, said he wanted 
to collaborate with the USTOA to 
ensure smooth travel experiences.

Ma Yunfei, the director of the Chi­
na National Tourist Office, said, ‘We 
are truly grateful for the opportunity 
to connect with so many esteemed 
leaders and partners in the travel 
community and industry”

He added that the USTOA plays an 
important role in connecting suppli­
ers and travelers, facilitating better 
sharing of travel resources.

Sonia Neto, the commercial direc­
tor of Montebelo Hotels & Resorts in 
Portugal, won a trip to China at the 
luncheon Thursday.

“I’m very excited. I’ve never been 
to China before, and it’s a big country 
I would like to visit,” she said as she 
waved the tickets for an eight-day 
trip to Beijing, Xi’an and Shanghai.

She said she was looking forward 
to “the nature part of China, the big 
buildings, and the industrial cities” 

“We have lots of connections 
between China and Portugal,” Neto 
said, adding that she would recom­
mend a trip to China to her clients 
in Portugal.

on semiconductor-related exports 
to China. The new rules ban the 
export of 24 types of semiconductor 
manufacturing equipment, three 
related software tools, advanced 
memory chips, and chipmaking 
machinery.

The restrictions extend to nearly 
140 Chinese semiconductor com­
panies, including major manufac­
turers, which have been added to 
the US Department of Commerce’s 
Entity List.

Allen noted China’s robust 
response: banning the export of 
materials like gallium and graphite 
to the US, which he said could dis­
rupt US manufacturing and com­
merce significantly.

He said that increased reciprocal 
export controls could lead to the 
bifurcation of global technology 
ecosystems, including IT systems, 
code and innovation networks.

“Right now, the expansion of 
export controls by both coun­
tries is accelerating. If we do not

Summit and said he found the Chi­
nese people to be “nice and gener­
ous” and that travel represents the 
“human connection”

The US and China remain the 
world’s strongest travel and tour­
ism markets, according to the World 
Travel & Tourism Council. Both 
countries have actively implemented 
measures to revitalize and promote 
their travel industries to also pro­
mote economic growth.

China has enhanced its visa poli­
cies to attract international visitors. 
Travelers from 38 countries can now 
enter China visa-free and stay for up 
to 30 days for purposes such as busi­
ness or tourism.

Citizens from 54 countries, includ­
ing the United States, can take 
advantage of 72-hour or 144-hour 
visa-free transit options at select 
entry ports.

The US State Department has 
eased its travel advisory for China, 
lowering it from Level 3 (“Recon­
sider Travel”) to Level 2 (“Exercise 
Increased Caution”), aligning China’s 
advisory status with that of countries 
like the UK and Germany.

“This is amazing news and a huge 
signal. This is such a positive step 
forward,” Dale said. “It signals that 
the travel industry is truly the bridge 
between our countries, and we are 
encouraging this exchange of cul­
tures between the people who call 
the US home and people who call 
China home!

“These supports are highly neces­
sary and very smart on China’s part,” 
he said. “They are tools we can give 
to travelers to make them feel like, 
You know what, I can do this!”’

Dale said that travelers will feel 
confident traveling to a new place 
across the ocean with complete 
infrastructure and language support 

“China is simplifying the visa-free 
transit policy for international trav­
elers,” Zhang Zheng, the vice-min­
ister of the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism of China, said in a speech. 
“To better accommodate the trips of 
our international travelers and con­
sumers, we have identified a range 
of problems they might encounter 
during their journeys and devel­
oped solutions to make travel easier 
and more comfortable, including 

want to bifurcate code; we do not 
want to bifurcate our technology, 
innovation, ecosystems, but that 
is the direction in which we are 
headed,” he said.

“I would encourage both govern­
ments to have a serious talk about 
national security risks and clearly 
delineate what is go and what is no 
go,” he said.

“I have great confidence that 
the incoming Trump administra­
tion will recognize the economic 
importance of a fulsome economic 
relationship with China, despite 
the calls for tariffs and whatnot,” 
Allen said.

Allen also highlighted increasing 
pressure from the US Congress on 
technology regulations, with legis­
lative initiatives like the National 
Defense Authorization Act signal­
ing more stringent controls.

He expressed concerns over Con­
gress’ tendency to push for more 
restrictions and advocated instead 
for a flexible, regulatory approach 
led by the executive branch.

Companies on the Entity List 
must apply for export licenses, 
which are unlikely to be granted.

Zhang Zheng, vice-minister of the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism of China

We have identified a range of 
problems they might encounter during 

their journeys and developed solutions to 
make travel easier and more comfortable, 
including improvements in transportation, 
accommodation and more.”

China and the United States are 
continuing to enhance their tourism 
connections, working to overcome 
any travel obstacles.

The China National Tourist Office 
partnered with the United States 
Tour Operators Association (USTOA) 
during its annual conference and 
marketplace in Marco Island, Flor­
ida, on Thursday to share the latest 
information about China travel with 
international tourism suppliers.

The USTOA serves as a tourism 
platform that connects North Ameri­
can travel agencies with global tour­
ism suppliers and destinations.

More than 800 participants gath­
ered for a sidelines event hosted by 
the China National Tourist Office 
in partnership with the USTOA. 
The event provided a networking 
platform, bringing together tourism 
agencies from the US and around 
the world with Chinese tourism rep­
resentatives and suppliers.

The luncheon discussion focused 
on exchanging ideas, building new 
partnerships and exploring strate­
gies to enhance global tourism, as 
China is a popular destination for 
cultural exchange and a big market 
for business opportunities.

“It’s always good to be reminded 
that, although our governments may 
have differences, it doesn’t change 
the people,” Terry Dale, the president 
of the USTOA, told China Daily.

Dale visited China in May for the 
14th China-US Tourism Leadership

I have great 
confidence that the 
incoming Trump 
administration 
will recognize 
the economic 
importance of a 
fulsome economic 
relationship with 
China, despite the 
calls for tariffs and 
whatnot.”

Export restrictions could lead to global 
technology bifurcation, US expert says

An audience member uses brush to write Chinese characters on Thursday at the exhibition Qi Baishi, Inspiration in Ink at the Asian Art 
Museum in San Francisco. On the wall behind her, Qi's drawing Dove of Peacew as displayed. One of the most revolutionary and innovative 
Chinese artists, who transformed traditional ink painting, Qi (1864-1957) is considered a modern master in China’s art history. The exhibition 
features more than 40 pieces, including Qi’s drawings, calligraphy and seal cuttings, which offer a glimpse into Qi’s artistic pursuit, love of 
nature and fondness of tranquility. The exhibition, which opened on Thursday and runs through April 7, was co-organized by the Asian Art 
Museum of San Francisco and the Beijing Fine Art Academy, chang jun / china daily

The president of a prominent 
business organization said that 
the United States and China have 
entered a new era in which technol­
ogy is more tightly controlled, refer­
ring to the US expanded restrictions 
on semiconductor-related exports 
to China in the name of national 
security and China’s retaliation 
measures, but he is hopeful about 
cooperation on global challenges.

Craig Allen, president of the US- 
China Business Council, made the 
point as the keynote speaker at the 
third annual Big Data China confer­
ence, hosted online on Tuesday by 
the Center for Strategic and Interna­
tional Studies in Washington. The 
theme of the conference was “The 
Turning Point? US-China Relations, 
Economic Growth, and the Race for 
Technology Leadership”.

On Dec 2, the United States 
announced expanded restrictions 

By MINGM El LI
in Marco Island, Florida
mingmeili@chinadailyusa.com

globally accountable if they trans­
fer Chinese-origin dual-use items 
to the United States for military 
purposes, with violators facing legal 
consequences.

Despite the reciprocal restric­
tions, Allen argued for exploring 
opportunities for cooperation, par­
ticularly on global challenges such 
as climate change, public health 
and food security.

“China is extremely innovative. 
America is extremely innovative. 
We are intertwined. Indeed, we 
are entangled,” Allen said. “So, let’s 
have more discussions of that type 
and figure out how we maximize 
the benefits while recognizing with 
very clear eyes the national security 
threats that are engaged.

“Let us focus particularly on 
global public goods, which are so 
obvious, including climate change, 
public health, food, safety, anti-pro- 
liferation, anti-narcotics,” he said.

“There’s so much that the US and 
China can do together. We have a 
moral obligation to explore that, 
with great power and competition, 
let us not rule out great power 
cooperation.”

-

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s testimony is disrupted by 
protesters at the House Foreign Affairs Committee during a hearing 
on the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, at the Capitol in Washington 
on Wednesday, j. scott Applewhite / ap

Blinken pointed to the planned 
2026 release of a government- 
appointed Afghanistan War Com­
mission’s review as the best pros­
pect of an independent full report 
on the disastrous events of the 
summer of 2021.

Previous investigations and anal­
yses by a government-appointed 
special investigator for Afghani­
stan and some private policy 
groups have pointed to a systemic 
failure spanning the last four presi­
dential administrations and con­
cluded that Biden and Trump share 
the heaviest blame.

Blinken stressed that the deci­
sion to withdraw from Afghanistan 
had been made during Trump’s 
previous administration in an 
agreement with the Taliban.

“To the extent, President Biden 
faced a choice, it was between 
ending the war or escalating it,” 
Blinken said.

Addressing US soldiers’ relatives 
present in the hall, Blinken said: “I 
deeply regret that we did not do 
more, and could not do more to 
protect them.”

The US withdrawal saw Taliban 
fighters sweep aside Afghan forces, 
forcing the last US troops to mount 
an evacuation from Kabul’s airport 
that got more than 120,000 people 
out of the country in a matter of 
days.

Biden has long defended the 
decision to leave Afghanistan, 
which critics have said helped 
cause the catastrophic collapse of 
Afghan forces.

During the hearing, McCaul 
also announced that White House 
National Security Advisor Jake Sul­
livan will also testify in front of 
the body on Dec 17 on the mat­
ter, which has been a key part of 
Trump’s election campaign against 
Vice-President Kamala Harris.
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Green finance deemed necessary to plug climate problems

An aerial photo shows a river inundating farmland and houses in the Ilagan area of Isabela in the Philippines on Nov 12. villamor visa ya / afp
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Tapping potential
The finance outcomes from the 

UN conference in Azerbaijan could 
benefit other developments in 
Southeast Asia, such as the future 
regional power grid and carbon 
trading, which can also benefit 
Singapore.

t ■L I

Southeast Asian Nations area will 
need $21 billion in investments 
annually from 2026 to 2030 just to 
upgrade its energy infrastructure. 
To build resilience against climate 
impacts, the region needs $422 bil­
lion until 2030.

The wedding sector is feeling
the negative effects of demograph- wedding exhibition remained sta- 
ic change, with the number of ble at 100,000 people, while its 
marriages in Indonesia falling in website and app channels aver­

aged 1.4 million visits and 390,000 
visits, respectively, during die first 
nine months of this year.

“Weddings in Indonesia are still 
considered sacred and important; 
thus, it remains anticipated and 
prioritized by grooms and their 
families,” she said.

Some weddings still incorporate 
traditional settings, with a series

Editors note: 

In this weekly feature China Daily gives voice to Asia and its people. The stories presented come mainly from the Asia News Network (ANN), of which China Daily is among its 20 leading titles.

tai required, especially for building 
the grid and transmission infra­
structure. The resulting long pay­
back periods can put off traditional 
investors, who seek quicker returns, 
Beni said.

Climate finance can alleviate 
these gridlocks, with these funds 
often coming in the form of conces­
sional loans with low interest rates, 
grants, or guarantees which lower 
the financial risks for private inves­
tors, according to analysts.

When forms of finance like green 
bonds, blended finance and fund­
ing from the World Bank or the 
Asian Development Bank are 
injected into a mega-project first, 
the risks are lowered for private 
investors to participate.

Blended finance refers to bring­
ing together monies from the public 
sector, the multilateral develop­
ment banks, philanthropies and the 
private sector.

“This is where climate finance can 
step in — by bridging these gaps, 
mitigating risks, and enabling 
investments that otherwise might 
not materialize,” he added.

From top: Residents push their vehicles through a flooded street 
under the impact of tropical storm Trami in Naga of the Philippines 
on Oct 24. zalrian sayat / afp A shop owner prepares customers’
orders at her food stall, where she had to raise the floor due to rising 
sea levels at Timbulsloko village, Indonesia, in 2023. bay ismoyo / afp

Gao Xi, a research associate 
at the Energy Studies Institute 
of the National University 
of Singapore

A bride smiles for the digital lens before a mass wedding event 
organized by local authorities for about 330 couples, in Surabaya, 
Indonesia, on July 2. juni kriswanto / afp

Tutus Wahyu,
a wedding organizer 

in Indonesia

* ‘i

Balancing act
Southeast Asia is in a tricky posi­

tion when it comes to receiving cli­
mate finance as stipulated by 
COP29. On tiie one hand, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam 
and Cambodia were, until 2019, 
among the 20 countries most 
exposed to climate risks, according 
to the Global Climate Risk Index, 
which is published by nonprofit 
Germanwatch.

But Southeast Asia is expected to 
continue its fast economic growth, 
accompanied by more greenhouse 
gas emissions, said Kim Jeong Won, 
a senior research fellow at ESI.

This growth has reclassified many 
ASEAN nations as middle-income 
countries, reducing their eligibility for 
development financing, she added.

Among the developing nations, 
the least developed countries and 
small island developing states are 
recognized as hating the greatest 
need for support.

Given the competition for fund­
ing, a significant gap exists between 
the required investments and actual 
finance that the countries have 
received. For example, only 9.7 per­
cent of investments from the UN’s 
Green Climate Fund — the world’s 
largest fund of its kind — has been 
channeled to Southeast Asia.

Similarly, only 6.3 percent of 
investments from the UN’s Adapta­
tion Fund has been allocated to 
ASEAN countries, Kim said.

She added, “Southeast Asian 
countries are expected to compete 
for limited bilateral and multilateral 
public funding with other low-in­
come developing countries.”

If they want to attract a greater 
share of private funding, it is vital 
that countries develop more innova­
tive finance models and attractive 
climate-related projects, she said.

o the rest of the world, Pari 
Island may be just another 
of the thousands of islands 
that make up the vast

Indonesian archipelago with some 
of them so tiny they do not have 
names.

But nonprofit Friends of the Earth 
Indonesia is fighting for more visi­
bility for the plight of its 1,500 
inhabitants, who are facing the loss 
of their homes and fishery liveli­
hoods as sea levels rise.

The island was partially inundat­
ed an unprecedented 10 times last 
year by exceptionally high tides.

Island communities in South­
east Asia, like those on Pari, have 
long grappled with worsening cli­
mate impacts but often find it diffi­
cult to access the funds they need 
to become resilient against floods 
and typhoons. Countries in the 
region also need assistance to 
phase out coal.

But the recently concluded 
COP29 UN climate change confer­
ence could offer some hope, with 
developed countries agreeing to 
channel $300 billion a year to devel­
oping countries by 2035. The ulti­
mate aim is to raise $1.3 trillion 
annually by 2035 for countries in 
need, through various forms of 
finance.

The $300 billion core amount 
was still criticized as woefully 
insufficient by climate-vulnerable 
countries and civil society, who 
expected richer countries — con­
sidered the historical emitters — to 
commit more.

It is also uncertain how the 
amount will be raised. While devel­
oped countries will take the lead, the 
COP29 decision stated that the 
amount will come from “a wide vari­
ety of sources, public and private, 
bilateral and multilateral, including 
alternative sources”

Gao Xi, a research associate at the 
Energy Studies Institute, or ESI, 
under the National University of 
Singapore, said: “Most Southeast 
Asian countries are coastal, making 
them particularly vulnerable to 
threats such as typhoons, floods and 
droughts caused by climate change. 
Frequent extreme weather events 
often result in significant financial 
losses and social disruptions.”

In 2024 alone, the Philippines was 
struck by six typhoons within a span 
of 30 days — between October and 
November — killing more than 170 
people, displacing more than 
214,000 people and causing damage 
worth about 470 million pesos ($8.1 
million). While the archipelago is 
prone to tropical storms, such back- 
to-back typhoons within a month is 
unusual.

As most countries in Southeast 
Asia are still developing and have 
relatively weak economic founda­
tions, climate finance is necessary 
for the region to take climate action, 
added Gao, with funds particularly 
needed for clean energy generation 
and low-carbon transport.

According to the International 
Energy Agency, the Association of

The funds pledged at COP29 
could provide crucial support for 
accelerating the development of the 
ASEAN power grid.

One of the region’s decades-long 
ambitions, the complex power inter­
connection will enable electricity 
trade across borders — for both 
energy security and access to green­
er energy.

The regional ambition made 
progress with the Laos-Thailand- 
Malaysia-Singapore electricity 
import pilot in 2022, which trans­
mitted 100 megawatts of hydropow'- 
er from Laos to Singapore, via 
Malaysia and Thailand. This was lat­
er extended to include another 100 
MW from Malaysia’s electricity grid 
in October 2024 but covers a mix of 
energy sources, including coal and 
natural gas.

ASEAN envisions a power grid by 
2045 and climate finance has the 
potential to address the unique 
challenges of financing such a large- 
scale, multi-country initiative, said 
Beni Suryadi, acting executive 
director at the ASEAN Centre for 
Energy based in Indonesia.

Several key challenges make tra­
ditional financing for the ASEAN 
power grid difficult. One is cross- 
border investment risks, since the 
giant grid will involve multiple 
countries with different regulatory 
frameworks and tariffs.

Another is the high upfront capi-
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Most Southeast
Asian countries 
are coastal, making 
them particularly 
vulnerable to threats 
such as typhoons, 
floods and droughts 
caused by climate 
change.”

Focus on creating 
added value 

through 
personalized 
services and 

relevant 
promotion based 

on their digital 
preferences. This 
will help wedding 

organizers stay 
competitive amid 
shifting market 

trends.”

ments, she said.
But the company recorded 

“intimate weddings” as consist­
ently topping the list of concept 
trends preferred by married cou­
ples from the first to third quarter 
of this year.

Intimate weddings typically 
focus on quality over quantity, 
requiring less financial resour­

ces. Natasza said 
that an intimate 
w'edding is more 
personal, with 
challenging 
details and 
adjustments to 
fit the custom­
er’s preferences.

Tutus pointed 
out that the inti­
mate wedding 
trend could 
affect the profit 
margin for wed­
ding organizers, 
given the smaller 
budget required.
But he also per­
ceived the trend 
as an opportuni­
ty to attract more 
young couples.

Intimate wed­
dings are more 
cost-efficient, so 
they can attract 
young couples 
that prioritize the 
value of time 
spent with their 
close ones, he
said.

Tutus said that 
the market from 
young genera­
tions, including 
millennials born 
between 1981 and
1996, could still 
give the industry 

an optimistic outlook.
“Approaches to millennials 

require creativity, efficiency and 
personal communication. Focus 
on creating added value through 
personalized services and rele­
vant promotion based on their 
digital preferences. This wall help 
w'edding organizers stay competi­
tive amid shifting market trends,” 
he said.

Tammy Vanya, a wedding orga­
nizer operating in the greater Jak­
arta area, Bandung, West Java and 
Bali, said the outlook for the indus­
try remains bright.

Her business has been operat­
ing for five years and remains 
resilient despite industry chal­
lenges.

The key to surviving comes from 
a personal and emotional 
approach to clients, she said.

recent years, according to latest
industry figures.

Last year, the archipelago saw
1.57 million couples tying the knot,
according to government institute
Statistics Indonesia, a drop from
over 2 million in 2018.

The share of young married
individuals continued to shrink to
30.61 percent last year, from 44.45
percent recorded a decade ago, of events that involve family mem- 
Statistics Indonesia figures bers, resulting in large arrange- 
showed. The share of unmarried
young individuals rose over the
past years, from 54.11 percent in
2014 to 68.29 percent last year.

Yunarsih, who chairs the Indo­
nesian Wedding Organizer Associ­
ation, said that the trend of fewer
marriages over the past years has
taken a toll on the industry.

“Hotels and wedding organizers
for the middle to
upper scale were
affected,” she
said, adding that
in past years
organizers would
see a peak season
around the end of
the year but that
has not been the
case this year.

Many Indone­
sians see mar­
riage as a burden,
with more young
adults opting to
pursue a career,
an education or
socializing and
traveling, accord­
ing to industry
reports.

Some young
people also pre­
fer not to have
children, while
others suggest
one can live with­
out being formal­
ly married.

The average
age of marriage
in Indonesia has
increased to 22.3
years last year
from 20 years in
2012, according
to Statistics
Indonesia fig­
ures, which indi­
cated that more
people are postponing getting
married.

Tutus Wahyu, a wedding orga­
nizer in Surabaya, East Java, said
that the trend has been hurting his
business and others in his region,
adding that this year saw the low­
est takings compared to previous
post-pandemic years.

Shifting trends and lifestyle
choices among the young com­
bined with a weakening economy
in the country, Tutus said, have sig­
nificantly influenced their reluc­
tance to get married.

Established in 2016, his busi­
ness normally handles 150 clients
a year but it has seen a 30 percent
drop in bookings this year.

But Natasza Kurniawan, head of
marketing at a wedding platform
in Indonesia, said she remained
optimistic, that the wedding
industry will still grow in the
country amid the declining num­
ber of marriages.

million
couples

tied the knot in 2023 in 
Indonesia, a drop from 
over 2 million in 2018. 
according to Statistics 
Indonesia's figures.
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Marriage decline 
hurts Indonesian
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The Shanghai World Financial Center (first from left) and the Shanghai Tower (second from left) are landmarks of the city, provided to china daily

By YUAN SHENGGAO
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Five centers’ focus on
high-caliber resource

Shanghai intent on keeping, cultivating, introducing and better using international talent
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dents who had returned from 
overseas to work and start busi­
nesses. The city’s total talent base 
had exceeded 6.75 million.

ments at domestic merchants. 
More than 70,000 point of sale ter­
minals which accept foreign cards 
across sectors such as catering, 
tourism, accommodation and 
transportation have been installed. 
Foreign card transactions exceed­
ed 1.9 million in the first half of 
2024, totaling 3.5 billion yuan 
($481.9 million).

Shanghai lias launched a nine- 
language international service 
portal, designed to provide a one- 
stop, multilingual, user-friendly 
platform for foreign nationals. The 
portal offers comprehensive infor­
mation and services for working, 
traveling, living, doing business 
and studying in the city.
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evaluation criteria. Category D, a 
new supplementary list, has been 
introduced, aiming to facilitate 
mutual recognition between Chi­
nese and overseas professional 
qualifications, certifications, and 
technical titles in fields such as con­
struction, finance, accounting and 
human resources.

In September, Shanghai also 
introduced 13 new measures to 
enhance services for foreign talent 
in Shanghai. The measures, 
released at the fourth Shanghai Tal- 
ent+ Summit, include streamlined 
procedures for obtaining visas, resi­
dence permits, permanent residen­
cy, work permits and financial 
services.

From left: The Shanghai office of Haleon, a British multinational consumer health group, provided to china daily The office of ManpowerGroup Greater China in Shanghai, provided to china daily A woman uses the 
self-service system at the new site of Shanghai Hongqiao One-stop Service Center for Overseas Talents, zhang hengwei / china news service

Shanghai, which has been pro­
moting its “Five Centers” develop­
ment strategy, namely establishing 
itself as an international economic 
center, international financial cen­
ter, international trade center, 
international shipping center and 
international scientific and techno­
logical innovation center, takes tal­
ent as the city’s most valuable 
resource.

“Talent is the primary resource. 
A city’s competitiveness depends 
on the caliber of talent it possess­
es,” said Shanghai Mayor Gong 
Zheng at a news conference on 
promoting high-quality develop­
ment, organized by the State 
Council Information Office in 
March.

Gong, who attended the open­
ing of the 22nd Conference on 
International Exchange of Profes­
sionals in November, re-empha- 
sized the importance of talent in 
supporting development of a city. 

He said Shanghai will draw 
global talent with an open and 
inclusive mind and foster a better 
ecosystem for talent growth to 
serve professionals from near and 
far.

To this end, it will keep, culti­
vate, introduce and better use 
international talent, strengthen 
its international talent communi­
cation, and build a world-class 
platform for global talent to real­
ize their dreams.

The city looks forward to more 
outstanding global talents coming 
to Shanghai for innovation, entre­
preneurship, exchange, and coop­
eration, jointly creating a 
wonderful chapter of mutual 
achievement where talent and the 
city thrive together, said Gong.

According to official data, the 
city’s talent pool has continued 
expanding in recent years, with 
172,000 domestic and overseas 
professionals introduced in 2023, 
a 12 percent year-on-year increase. 

As of March 28, the city had 
issued a total of 441,000 work per­
mits to foreigners and received 
more than 310,000 Chinese stu-

consumer health group that 
demerged from GSK in 2022, has 
achieved rapid expansion in China 
in the past few years.

According to the company, Hale- 
on’s sales growth reached double 
digits in 2023 in China. Several of 
its brands such as Centrum, a mul­
tivitamin brand, and Bactroban, a 
cream product for wounds, are 
leading in their respective market 
segments.

The company also put a new 
innovation center in Shanghai into 
operation in 2023 to further sup­
port local development and foster 
an innovation culture.

The company attributes its suc­
cess in China to the growing 
awareness of health management 
among the populace, the rapid 
expansion of its sales network both 
online and offline, and its people­
centered company culture and tal­
ent cultivation strategy.

Shanghai’s efforts in supporting 
talent also strongly support the 
company in attracting profession­
als from around the world.

“Shanghai has established a glo­
bally competitive talent attraction 
mechanism with a series of meas­
ures to bring more conveniences to 
attract and retain talent, which 
support us in the recruitment of 
more high-caliber professionals,” 
said the company.

Over the past three years, Shang­
hai has promoted cross-border 
mobile payment options through 
UnionPay, Alipay and WeChat Pay, 
enabling overseas users to use for­
eign bank cards for mobile pay­

ees, enhance professional stan­
dards and meet the increasingly 
diverse needs of both enterprises 
and individuals,” said Cui Zhihui, 
executive director and CEO of 
ManpowerGroup Greater China. 
“Shanghai also places great 
emphasis on cultivating local tal­
ent by providing education and 
training to continuously enhance 
the overall quality and competi­
tiveness of its workforce. These 
efforts not only offer robust talent 
support for Shanghai’s economic 
development but also present our 
human resources company with 
additional talent resources and 
service opportunities.”

Cui also praised the efforts 
made by the Shanghai govern­
ment in promoting management 
and service innovation in the tal­
ent sector.

“Shanghai actively promotes 
harmonious and stable labor rela­
tions, providing an equitable, just, 
and transparent employment 
environment for both enterprises 
and employees,” said Cui. “Shang­
hai is a city full of vitality and inno­
vation, where corporate culture 
exhibits diverse and inclusive char­
acteristics. Through our collabora­
tions with numerous enterprises, 
we have witnessed their efforts and 
achievements in building corpo­
rate culture. These corporate cul­
tures not only enhance employees’ 
sense of belonging and cohesion 
but also inject new vitality and 
drive into the development of 
enterprises.”

Haleon, a British multinational 
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Bolstering business
Workforce solutions prouder 

ManpowerGroup Greater China 
initiated its operations in the Chi­
nese mainland in 2003. So far, the 
company has established a net­
work covering more than 300 cities 
in China. The company relocated 
its China headquarters to Shanghai 
in 2016. Over’ the span of more than 
20 years, ManpowerGroup Greater 
China has observed Shanghai’s 
vibrancy in attracting global pro­
fessionals.

“With rapid economic growth 
and continuous industrial 
upgrades, the talent market in 
Shanghai is thriving, with a con­
stant demand for professional tal­
ent in different fields. This not 
only provides us with broad mar­
ket opportunities but also drives 
us to continuously optimize servi- 

Foreign contributors
On Nov 23, 50 expats from 18 

countries who engaged in sectors 
such as trade, finance, technology, 
shipping, healthcare, education, 
culture, sports and agriculture 
were awarded the 2024 Magnolia 
Silver Award at Shanghai’s Grand 
Halls, which offers stunning views 
of the city, including the historic 
Bund on the west bank of the 
Huangpu River and the modern 
Lujiazui financial area, home to 
landmarks such as the Oriental 
Pearl Tower and the Shanghai Tow­
er. The award, which has been giv­
en out annually since 1989, is 
among the highest honors foreign­
ers can receive in the city for their 
contributions to the city’s develop­
ment and international exchanges. 

Kong Fu’an, director-general of 
the Shanghai Foreign Affairs 
Office, highlighted the pivotal roles 
that foreigners, foreign-invested 
enterprises and foreign institu­
tions play in the city’s develop­
ment, noting that they have been 
“not only witnesses, but also 
active participants and contribu­
tors”

By setting up this award, Shang­
hai hopes to inspire more foreign 
talent to come to Shanghai, stay in 
Shanghai, integrate into Shanghai, 
and help to accelerate the progress 
of Shanghai. So far, more than 
1,000 foreign nationals have 
received the award.
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Recognized qualifications
In recent years, Shanghai has 

been enhancing the services it 
provides to attract and retain 
global talents.

In November, Shanghai expand­
ed its recognition of professionals 
holding overseas occupational 
qualifications to attract them 
from around the world to boost its 
vitality.

The Shanghai List of Recog­
nized Overseas Occupational 
Qualifications 2.0 Version, 
released by the Shanghai Human 
Resources and Social Security 
Bureau on Nov 15, has expanded 
the Category A list of recognized 
overseas occupational qualifica­
tions to 111 items, up from 48. Hold­
ers of these qualifications can 
receive support sendees, including 
prioritized entry and exit, and work 
permit and residence permit facili­
tation.

The latest version of recognized 
overseas occupational qualifica­
tions also has 22 qualifications clas­
sified as Category B, or urgently 
needed ones, with extra premium 
sendees provided.

Another 33 qualifications are 
deemed category C, and the holders 
can acquire corresponding profes­
sional titles in China. Their over­
seas professional experience, work 
achievements, and innovative con­
tributions may be considered as 
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A view of Shanghai’s Pudong New Area, wang gang / for china daily

By YUAN SHENGGAO
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“The business environment in 
Shanghai is highly open. There are 
multinational companies and 
leading Chinese companies gath­
ering in Caohejing High-Tech Park 
and Shanghai. The industrial park 
is active in assisting us to commu­
nicate with businesses and pro­
mote die application of our new 
products and services,” Shih said.

Wr

Shanghai, which has identified 
the artificial intelligence industry 
as one of its three leading future 
industries, has achieved outstand­
ing results in such development 
and is awaiting more global Al 
businesses to unlock its potential. 

The scale of Shanghai’s Al 
industry has surged from 134 bil­
lion yuan ($18.47 billion) in 2018 
to 380 billion yuan in 2023, 
according to official data released 
in June. The number of large-scale 
enterprises has risen from 183 to 
348, positioning it among the 
highest in the country. Shanghai 
has also cultivated a talent pool of 
250,000 individuals, a notable 
increase from 100,000 in 2018, 
constituting approximately one- 
third of the national total.

Pudong New Area was one of the 
earliest regions in China to devel­
op the Al industry. By the end of 
2023, Pudong New Area had more 
than 600 key Al enterprises, with 
the scale of the Al-related industry 
exceeding 140 billion yuan.

In recent years, Shanghai has 
implemented policies and provid­
ed financial support to the Al sec­
tor. For example, a fund of funds 
with an initial capital of 22.5 bil­
lion yuan was established in July 
to bolster the development of Al in 
areas such as intelligent chips, 
smart software, autonomous driv­
ing, and intelligent robots. Then in 
October, a 10-billion-yuan fund 
was established by the Shanghai 
State-owned Capital Investment to 
support Al development in the city. 

In recent years, Shanghai has 
emerged as a prime choice for Al 
businesses due to its wealth of 
resources.

also accelerate the application and 
promote the integration of Al tech­
nology across various industries to 
better facilitate the decision-mak­
ing of businesses,” Wu said.

Shanghai, a city for Dun & Brad­
street to begin its venture in the 
Chinese mainland, has identified 
Al as one of its three leading future 
industries. It is deemed a preferred 
destination by Al companies, 
according to Wu.

Wu said that Shanghai has 
strong government funding and 
policy support, high-quality data 
resources that form the foundation 
for Al technology development, 
abundant application scenarios, 
and a massive talent pool, all of 
which are crucial for the develop­
ment of companies.

“Shanghai can provide business 
opportunities for companies like 
Dun & Bradstreet and support the 
construction of an Al ecosystem,” 
Wu said.

According to the company, 
ChatD&B can surface learning 
across the company’s data blocks, 
delivering actionable insights to its 
users ranging from prospecting to 
company due diligence. ChatD&B 
users can ask questions in conver­
sational language, and it has the 
intelligence to access and analyze 
the underlying data to deliver the 
most relevant and accurate output. 

“ChatD&B combines cutting- 
edge generative Al technology 
with Dun & Bradstreet’s compli­
ant, high-quality and trusted glob­
al data,” said Wu.

He continued: “Leveraging Dun 
& Bradstreet’s database which cov­
ers nearly 600 million enterprises 
worldwide, users can obtain infor­
mation about a business in sec­
onds through natural language 
conversations.

“This enables users to access and 
utilize data more conveniently and 
efficiently, significantly reducing 
user barriers, cutting down on 
manpower and time costs, and 
enhancing productivity.

“Since we launched ChatD&B at 
the CUE, we have seen a significant 
number of interested users inquir­
ing about it. Some early users are 
trying out this product and we 
have also received positive feed­
back.”

Dun & Bradstreet, established in 
China more than 40 years ago, has 
been expanding its reach to sup­
port clients’ expansion and 
enhance productivity by using its 
expertise in Al technology.

Wu said that the company will 
increase investment in data, tech­
nology and expertise in various 
application scenarios to embrace 
the Chinese market.

“We will consolidate global data 
resources and conduct R&D for the 
goal of ‘in China, for China’. We will 
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Rich resources
This year, Dun & Bradstreet, a 

leading business data and analyt­
ics provider from the United 
States, introduced generative Al 
solutions such as D&B Hoovers 
SmartMail Al and ChatD&B into 
the Chinese market to empower 
the decision-making of its clients. 
According to the company, the 
D&B Hoovers SmartMail Al, which 
is designed to boost sales prospect­
ing and lead generation, was 
launched in China in the first half 
of 2024. This product can assist 
Chinese foreign trade companies 
in streamlining their targeted out­
reach processes by automating 
messaging and deploying them to 
highly targeted contacts.

“Leveraging D&B Hoovers’ near­
ly 300 million active businesses 
and more than 450 million com­
mercial contacts, SmartMail Al 
can help users quickly generate 
customized multilingual outreach 
emails, significantly improving the 
efficiency and effectiveness of 
reaching potential customers,” 
said Andrew Wu, general manager 
of Dun & Bradstreet China.

During the 2024 China Interna­
tional Import Expo in Shanghai, 
Dun & Bradstreet made the Asian 
debut of ChatD&B, the company’s 
generative Al assistant that produ­
ces instant business insights on 
companies and professional con­
tacts.

Right connections
Rockwell Automation, which 

has long been a leader in industrial 
automation, digital transforma­
tion and smart development, is 
keen to use its expertise in Al to 
support businesses in China to 
optimize their performance and 
achieve sustainable development. 

“As China undergoes a transfor­
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From left: AMD displays vehicles featuring artificial intelligence at the seventh China International Import Expo. A view of the Dun & Bradstreet office building in Shanghai. Rockwell Automation’s booth at the 
seventh CUE. photos provided to china daily
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mation in its industrial landscape, 
Rockwell must also evolve into a 
leading enterprise within the pro­
ductive service sector,” said Ian 
Shih, president of Rockwell Auto­
mation China. “We are poised to 
bring together partners from 
diverse industries to address both 
industrial and societal challenges, 
ultimately empowering the sus­
tainable development of our socie­
ty,” he added.

Shih said that the rapid industri­
al automation in China has signifi­
cantly enhanced production 
efficiency. Nevertheless, to a cer­
tain extent, it has outpaced market 
demand.

“Dark factories are renowned for 
their advancements in technology. 
However, without orders, these 
facilities may not be able to acti­
vate their operations,” said Shih. 
“This means that companies must 
explore avenues for advancing 
technological innovation, service 
innovation and industrial chain 
innovation, transcending the con­
fines of the factory’s ‘four walls’, 
aligning with market demands, 
and spearheading industry 
trends,” he said.

So far, Rockwell has been help­
ing companies to address issues in 
intellectual property protection, 
production efficiency enhance­
ment, marketing and upstream 
and downstream supply chain 
coordination.

“Rockwell will leverage its 
advantage in automation to gather 
global partners to create new 
demand,” said Shih.

In 2023, Rockwell partnered 
with Caohejing High-Tech Park in 
Shanghai to establish a net-zero 
co-innovation center. This center 
is dedicated to incubating scientif­
ic innovation, advancing green 
development and enhancing the 
local supply chain.

Shih, who was awarded the 
Shanghai Magnolia Silver Award 
in 2024, said that Shanghai is a 
place where it’s easy for companies 
to get connected with govern­
ments and industries, which is ide­
al for the research and 
development of Al technologies.

servers and automotive solutions 
as devices, AMD showcased its 
computing Al chip products, tech­
nologies and solutions developed 
in partnership with outstanding 
independent software vendor 
partners for the Chinese market, 
covering cloud-edge-endpoint 
solutions.

“Al is a strategic priority at 
AMD. With our continuous efforts 
in Al, AMD has achieved new 
innovations and significant break­
throughs in Al deployments and 
applications. The CUE provides a 
high-level international platform 
for us to showcase our broad 
range of AMD end-to-end Al solu­
tions and applications with our 
ecosystem partners.

“Through expanded coopera­
tion with Chinese partners, we are 
accelerating the digital transfor­
mation and industrial upgrade, 
providing a robust Al computing 
engine for new quality productive 
forces,” said Spencer Pan, AMD’s 
senior vice-president and presi­
dent of AMD Greater China. 

“Leveraging the high-profile 
platform of the CUE, we fully 
showcased a broad spectrum of 
AMD Al solutions across smart 
office collaboration, data center 
and intelligent vehicles, highlight­
ing our vision of using high-per­
formance and adaptive computing 
to transform our lives,” he said.

AMD’s headquarters in Beijing 
for China marked its 20th anni­
versary in 2024, and Pan said the 
company is keen to join hands 
with more local partners toward a 
better future.

“2024 marks a significant mile­
stone of the establishment of AMD 
Greater China. In these two dec­
ades, we’ve deeply felt the huge 
market potential and dynamics 
here.

“Today, Al has become a new 
quality productive force that 
empowers industrial upgrading, 
we are looking forward to working 
with more Chinese partners to 
empower productivity in all walks 
of life with Al and shape a more 
intelligent and efficient future 
together,” Pan said.

World-class showcase
The CUE, scheduled to take 

place annually from Nov 5 to 10 at 
the National Exhibition and Con­
vention Center in Shanghai, has 
emerged as a prime platform for 
global Al businesses to showcase 
their latest products and engage 
with industry players. The Al sub­
section, introduced at the 2022 
CUE, has attracted numerous 
industry giants over the past three 
editions to share their insights 
and latest developments with 
their partners.

AMD, a high-performance and 
adaptive computing leader from 
the US, showcased its leading end- 
to-end Al infrastructure products 
and solutions under the theme of 
“Al + New Productive Force” at the 
2024 CUE. It also marked AMD’s 
fourth consecutive time partici­
pating in the event.

At the 2024 edition, AMD’s dem­
onstration spotlighted Al technol­
ogies in commercialization 
scenarios including enterprise 
intelligence, smart manufactur­
ing, content creation, office col­
laboration and intelligent 
vehicles. Using PCs, workstations, 
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billion yuan
scale of the artificial 

intelligence industry that 
Shanghai reached in 2023

140+
billion yuan
scale of the Al-related 

industry that Pudong New 
Area reached in 2023
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ing diverse models and scenarios to 
stimulate demand.

“Looking ahead, Tencent is com­
mitted to ramping up investment in 
line with government encourage­
ment, championing the spirit of 
entrepreneurship, and weaving 
together technological innovation 
and industrial advancement more 
deeply than ever before,” Ma added. 

Among the country’s latest efforts 
to drive the private sector, Zhang 
Xinghai, chairman of automaker 
Seres, pointed out that the private 
economy promotion law draft was 
opened to the public for feedback, 
which will better address concerns, 
build consensus and play a vital role 
in promoting the sustained, healthy 
and high-quality development of die 
private sector.

Reflecting on how fiscal and 
monetary policies have also 
strengthened market confidence, 
Zhang called for more efforts to 
seize opportunities and accelerate 
the cultivation and growth of new 
quality productive forces, includ­
ing new energy.

“We are intensifying efforts to 
achieve breakthroughs in core 
technologies to deliver an excep­
tional driving experience for our 
users. With steadfast confidence in 
China’s economic future, we 
remain committed to action, inno-

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan @chinadaily.com.cn

ByWANGKEJU
wangkeju @chinadaily.com an

While growth of China’s fast 
moving consumer goods has 
been slowing down in the past 
three quarters of the year, experts 
still hold a cautiously optimistic 
outlook on this sector for 2025, 
thanks to economic stimulus 
packages.

The forecast was made on Tues­
day when the 13th China Shopper 
Report 2024 Vol 2 was jointly 
released by market consultancies 
Bain & Company and Kantar 
Worldpanel.

Positive signals can be found in 
the October data, as sales of FMCG 
products increased year-on-year 
and the decline in prices slowed, 
said Rachel Lee, general manager 
of Kantar Worldpanel China.

The consumption coupons 
issued by local governments 
around the National Day holiday 
boosted consumption in October. 
The Singles Day online shopping 
carnival started around Oct 14, 
which was 14 days earlier than that 
in 2023, resulting in the increase of 
online sales, explained Lee.

Meanwhile, the lowered mort­
gage rate, which was announced in 
late September, led to a stock mar­
ket ralfy after the National Day hol­
iday. Consumer confidence was 
lifted and shoppers became more 
generous with their consumption 
budgets, she added.

“It can be anticipated that the 
government will continue its strat­
egy to further boost consumption. 
We estimate that China’s FMCG 
sector will grow by low single-digit 
in 2025, but higher than that of 
this year. It takes time for all the 
economic stimulative policies to 
really influence the market and 
consumption,” said Lee.

China’s FMCG sector registered a 
mild 0.8 percent year-on-year value 
growth in the first three quarters of 
the year, with the sales value up by 
4.6 percent on a yearly basis and 
average selling prices down by 3.6 
percent, according to the report 
released on Tuesday.

“The growth deceleration in Chi­
na’s FMCG is due to the average 
selling price deflationary trend 
which we had identified since 
2021. We are seeing this year the 
highest average selling price 
decline since 2021, while the con­
sumer price index rose by 0.3 per­
cent during the same period. The 
intensifying market competition 
and the escalating demand for val­
ue for money are the primary driv­
ers behind this trend,” explained 
Lee.

Home care, such as laundry 
detergent and kitchen cleaning

vation and driving progress, and 
we’re determined to contribute the 
strength of private enterprises to 
the nation’s high-quality economic 
development,” he said.

Echoing this sentiment, Xu 
Guanju, chairman of Transfer 
Group, a leading chemicals manu­
facturer, said that amid intense 
market competition, private enter­
prises at this new stage of develop­
ment must not only consolidate 
their market presence, but also pri­
oritize technological advance­
ments, including the development 
of new qualify' productive forces.

“Such efforts involve increasing 
investment in technology, using 
industries as platforms to tackle 
technical challenges and fostering 
breakthroughs in product innova­
tion, application innovation, foun­
dational research, and original 
cutting-edge technologies,” Xu said. 

‘The greater the challenges we 
face, the stronger our confidence 
must be. The steeper the climb, the 
more resolute and spirited we must 
become, fully integrating die devel­
opment of our enterprises with the 
destiny of the nation,” he added.

Building on this focus on innova­
tion, Liu Yonghao, chairman of 
agricultural firm New Hope Group, 
highlighted how new technologies 
can breathe new life into tradition­
al industries, and stressed the need 
for private enterprises to align with 
national strategies for industrial 
transformation.

China supports its companies to 
carry out international trade and 
cooperation in the civil drone sec­
tor, and finnly opposes the illegal 
use of civil drones for non-peaceful 
purposes, said the Ministry of 
Commerce on Thursday.

This approach not only helps ful­
fill international non-proliferation 
obligations, but also contributes to 
ensuring the safety and stability of 
global production and supply 
chains, said He Yadong, a ministry 
spokesman.

Speaking at a weekly news brief­
ing in Beijing, He said that the Chi­
nese government has always 
strictly controlled the export of all 
dual-use items, including drones, 
in accordance with laws and regu­
lations.

The term “dual-use items” refers 
to goods, technologies and sendees 
that can be used for both civil and 
military purposes.

China’s export control list of 
dual-use items, which took effect 
on Dec 1, aims to enhance the 
transparency and standardization 
of policies governing the expoit of 
dual-use items, according to the 
Commerce Ministry.

China’s private enterprises are 
confident of their capacity to navi­
gate challenges and seize opportuni­
ties in an evolving global landscape, 
as the government has rolled out a 
series of supportive policies to boost 
the private sector, said leadingentre­
preneurs on Thursday.

In a People’s Daily column on 
Thursday, Ma Huateng, chairman 
and CEO of tech company Tencent 
Holdings, said that a powerful pack­
age of incremental policies has been 
rolled out by the government recent­
ly, helping tackle the pressing pain 
points and bottlenecks that have 
hindered the economy.

“These measures are responding 
directly to the market’s calls, inject­
ing businesses with renewed confi­
dence in the government’s 
unwavering determination to drive 
a steady economic recovery. This lias 
also emboldened enterprises, rein­
forcing their belief in taking bold, 
decisive action to move forward 
with unyielding resolve,” Ma said.

He sees the digital technology 
sector, including the internet, as 
playing a pivotal role in reigniting 
economic momentum. Tencent, he 
said, has been exploring nevt' ave­
nues in digital consumption, creat-

111

Ministry issues
treasury bonds in HK
The Ministry of Finance has issued 
yuan-denominated treasury bonds 
worth a total of 6 billion yuan 
($835.2 million) in the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region. The 
issuance included additional two- 
year bonds, three-year bonds, and 
five-year bonds, according to the 
ministry. Each of the three types of 
bonds has an issuance value of 2 
billion yuan. The bonds’ respective 
interest rates are 1.7 percent, 1.7 
percent and 1.8 percent. The issu­
ance was well received by inves­
tors, with the total bid amount 358 
times the amount in circulation, 
the ministry said.

Yuan weakens
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chi­
nese currency renminbi, or the 
yuan, weakened 11 pips to 7.1854 
against the US dollar on Thursday, 
according to the China Foreign 
Exchange Trade System. In China’s 
spot foreign exchange market, the 
yuan is allowed to rise or fell by 2 
percent from the central parity rate 
each trading day. The central pari­
ty rate of the yuan against the dol­
lar is based on a weighted average 
of prices offered by market makers 
before the opening of the inter­
bank market each business day.

Rachel Lee, general manager
of Kantar Worldpanel China 

Digital tech, including internet, plays 
key role in reigniting momentum

supplies, was the only segment 
that maintained three full quarters 
of growth. Chinese consumers’ 
heightened health and hygiene 
needs, as well as a growing 
demand for improved quality of 
life at home were the major driving 
forces, according to the report.

The market share of e-com- 
merce contracted by 0.6 percent as 
of end September, the first time for 
this channel to show a decline 
since its inception. Although over­
all online sales volume grew by 6 
percent, driven by various promo­
tions, sales revenue dropped 
slightly due to a 6 percent decline 
in selling prices.

While short-video platform 
Douyiris e-commerce continued to 
grow at a double-digit rate of 35 
percent, it was much slower than 
the 65 percent growth seen in 
2023. The e-commerce platform of 
Kuaishou, another video-sharing 
site, declined by 12 percent.

Derek Deng, head of Bain & 
Company Greater China Con­
sumer Products practice, pointed 
out that a big challenge for 
FMCG brands at present is con­
sumer loyalty, which has been 
steadily declining over the past 
decade.

Therefore, brands need to main­
tain higher penetration rates in the 
market, which is more important 
than repeated purchases or pur­
chase frequency, he said.

FMCG companies need to seize 
out-of-home opportunities, as 
research finds that Chinese people 
now' make more such consump­
tion at scenarios related to office, 
travel, outdoor activities and even 
commuting, suggested Deng.

Meanwhile, given the persistent 
deflationary environment, FMCG 
companies need to continue their 
cost management, including look­
ing for more partnership opportu­
nities or building asset-lite 
operating models, he added.

Despite escalating geopolitical 
tensions, rising economic uncer­
tainties and increasing protectionist 
actions, Chinese enterprises should 
sharpen their competitive edge, 
embrace global cooperation, and 
contribute to a more stable and 
prosperous global economy, officials 
and executives said on Thursday.

As Chinese companies compete 
globally, it is not only about using 
their growth to strengthen China, 
but also about serving the higher 
purpose of benefiting the entire 
world, they added at the Chinese 
Enterprise Global Image Summit in 
Beijing — the twelfth edition of its 
kind.

As Chinese companies have rap­
idly expanded their global footprint 
in recent years, they have not only 
effectively promoted sustainable 
development worldwide, but also 
increasingly become bridges facili­
tating cultural exchanges and mutu­
al learning between China and 
other nations, said Du Zhanyuan, 
president of China International 
Communications Group.

In 2023, China’s outbound direct 
investment rose 8.7 percent to reach 
$177.3 billion, accounting for 11.4 
percent of the global total and rank­
ing among the top three for 12 con­
secutive years, data from the 
Ministry of Commerce showed.

That said, Chinese enterprises are 
feeing severe challenges in their glo­
balization efforts and image-build­
ing due to the profound changes in 
the international landscape, Du said, 
stressing that it is crucial for Chinese 
enterprises to intensify their efforts 
to tackle core technological bottle­
necks in key' areas and develop new' 
quality productive forces.

Enterprises that can consistent­
ly deliver high-caliber offerings 
will be best positioned to thrive in 
the global marketplace, said Qiu 
Xiaoping, vice-chairman of the 
All-China Federation of Industry 
and Commerce.

Chinese enterprises should 
embrace next-generation informa­
tion technologies like big data, cloud 
computing and artificial intelli­
gence to strengthen innovation in 
products, services, and business 
model — all with the goal of laying a 
solid foundation for their global 
image through high-quality growth, 
Qiu said.

In the Global Innovation Index 
ranking of 130-plus economies, Chi­
na has reached the 11th position, 
making it one of the fastest 10-year 
climbers, according to a report 
released by the World Intellectual 
Property Organization in Septem­
ber.

Luo Lin, vice-president of 
WeRide, a Chinese autonomous 
vehicle startup, said that the compa­
ny has been providing smart mobili­
ty solutions to multiple countries 
around the world by leveraging its 
proprietary research and develop­
ment capability as well as extensive 
public road operation experience.

In the process of localized deploy­
ment and collaboration, WeRide is 
not only able to help its partners 
establish the necessary legal and 
regulatory frameworks for autono­
mous driving, but also facilitate the 
aggregation and upgrading of the 
global industrial chain, Luo said.

Since 2021, WeRide has partnered 
with local collaborators in the Unit­
ed Arab Emirates to launch publicly 
accessible commercial autonomous 
vehicle sendees in Abu Dhabi, mak­
ing it the Middle East’s first city with 
self-driving taxis.

Through continuous collabora­
tion with local and global partners, 
WeRide has not only expanded its 
own international footprint, but 
also catalyzed the rapid develop­
ment of artificial intelligence and 
autonomous driving industries in 
its partner regions, Luo added.

This is the ultimate destination 
Chinese enterprises should strive 
for — to be a force for good that ben­
efits all of humanity. It is a vision 
they will relentlessly pursue when 
taking their place on the global 
stage, said Zhang Yiwu, a professor 
at Peking University.
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By CHENG YU
chengyu @chinadaily. com.cn

removing and replacing equip­
ment produced by Chinese com­
panies Huawei Technologies Co 
and ZTE Corp, the Ministry of 
Commerce said the US claims 
that Chinese information and 
communication products pose a 
security risk to the US, but there 
is no factual basis for this.

China firmly opposes the US 
generalization of the concept of 
national security, violation of mar­
ket economy principles and feir 
competition, and interference with 
normal economic and trade coop­
eration betw'een Chinese and US 
companies, said He.

It would be beneficial for China 
to deepen cooperation with the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations and the European Union, 
enhancing the breadth and depth 
of regional economic cooperation, 
said Gao Lingyun, a researcher at 
the Institute of World Economics 
and Politics, affiliated with the 
Chinese Academy of Social Scien­
ces in Beijing.

Participating in multilateral 
trade mechanisms helps counter 
the pressures of unilateralism by 
providing a platform for coun­
tries to collectively shape inter­
national trade rules and 
standards, he added.

With a new administration due 
to take office in the United States 
next month, He said China’s Minis­
try of Commerce has maintained 
close communication with the US 
Department of Commerce through 
tiie communication and exchange 
mechanism.

China is open to engaging with 
tiie new US government’s econom­
ic and trade team, he added, stress­
ing that China’s position against 
unilateral tariff measures has been 
consistent.

China is willing to strengthen 
dialogue and coordination with 
the US, based on the principles of 
mutual respect and peaceful coex­
istence, properly manage differ­
ences and promote the steady and 
long-term growth of bilateral eco­
nomic and trade relations, said 
He.

The US remained China’s third 
largest trading partner between 
January and November, with 
bilateral trade value growing by 
4.2 percent year-on-year to 4.4 
trillion yuan ($605.7 billion), sta­
tistics from the General Adminis­
tration of Customs showed.

As the US House of Representa­
tives prepares to vote on a new 
defense bill to assist US telecom­
munications companies in

Shoppers buy groceries at a supermarket in Shijiazhuang, Hebei 
province, jia minjie / for china daily
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We estimate that 
China’s FMCG sector 
will grow by low 
single-digit in 2025... 
It takes time for all 
the economic 
stimulative policies 
to really influence 
the market and 
consumption.”
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The United Nations General 
Assembly voted overwhelmingly on 
Wednesday in favor of a resolution 
calling for an immediate cease-fire in 
Gaza and the immediate release of all 
detainees. Not surprisingly, the Unit­
ed States voted against it, as it lias 
done in the past.

The UNGA resolution would not 
have been legally binding and may 
not have deterred Israel from further 
action in the region, but it was still 
important as an expression of the 
international community’s desire for 
peace.

Ever since the latest round of the 
Israel-Hamas conflict erupted, Israeli 
forces have killed nearly 45,000 Pal­
estinians and injured more than 
106,000 in Gaza, while survivors are 
struggling in the absence of basic 
supplies. Nobody with a conscience 
can turn a blind eye to Israel’s appall­
ing disregard for civilian lives in 
Gaza and the selective application of

Reportedly, US President Joe Bid­
en is mulling over whether or not to 
block Japanese Nippon Steel’s $14 
billion bid to purchase the US Steel 
on the grounds of national security 
concerns.

US Steel, founded in 1901, support­
ed the country’s industrialization by 
supplying valuable steel. It even pro­
vided steel to the US Navy during 
World War II.

As early as December 2023, when 
Nippon Steel announced it would 
purchase US Steel, and this April, 
when US Steel’s shareholders 
approved the purchase, there were 
voices saying it was symptomatic of 
the US’ decline.

Some joked that life had come full 
circle for the steel company that built

ships to defeat Japan during WWI I, 
as the defeated country was now try­
ing to buy it.

By losing the 2016 and 2024 US 
presidential elections, Democrats 
have been taught a lesson, never to 
underestimate the power of the 
so-called Rust Belt states. 

The Biden administration may 
not agree with US president-elect 
Donald Trump’s “America First” pol­
icy, but letting Japan buy US Steel 
could haunt them for a long time to 
come.

That’s probably why Nippon Steel 
issued a statement saying, “It is inap­
propriate that politics continue to 
outweigh true national security 
interests”

So far so good, but saying the

to many world-class players it 
bought from European and South 
American clubs at a price they 
couldn’t refuse — 20 years after its 
founding with investment from a 
real estate group bearing the same 
name as the club, which was 
plunged into a huge debt crisis more 
than four years ago.

Attracting naturalized players with 
high payment to play for the Chinese 
men’s national soccer team was 
regarded as a shortcut for the coun­
try to make its mark on the game. 
But that has not been the case. Mean­
while, the dozens of foreign players 
on the clubs’ payroll have not only 
squeezed the space for Chinese play­
ers but also guzzled the money that 
the clubs should have spent on youth 
training.

No wonder during that course of 
time the number of Chinese players 
playing for major foreign clubs has 
fallen from 20 at the peak to zero 
since three years ago. 

After the bursting of the real 
estate bubble, the authorities 
launched the latest anti-graft cam­
paign. That a high number of soccer 
officials, referees, players, coaches 
and club managers have been found 
guilty of corruption, match fixing, 
and other misbehaviors also high-

Gaza, the international community 
should also try to address the root 
causes behind the Palestine-Israel 
conflict, and promote the implemen­
tation of the two-state solution with 
the greatest sense of uigency, 
because that seems like the only way 
to achieve lasting peace in the region. 

As a responsible country and pro­
moter of peace between Palestine and 
Israel, China wants Palestine to 
become a full member of the UN and 
the international community should 
make greater efforts to formulate a 
timetable and road map for the imple­
mentation of the two-state solution.

The US can play a key role in resolv­
ing die Palestine-Israel conflict, but its 
partiality toward Israel is in the way. 
As one of the framers of the existing 
world order, the US should use its 
power responsibly to promote the set­
tlement of international issues such as 
the Palestine-Israel issue.

- WU YIXUE. CHINA DAILY

lood is thicker than water. Except that 
which flows through the veins of Tai­
wan’s Democratic Progressive Party it 
seems. Yet whatever ulterior motives the

DPP secessionists on the island harbor by trying 
to de-sinicize the island, it will be almost impossi­
ble for them to dilute the blood ties between peo­
ple on both sides of the Thiwan Strait as they hope. 

It is true that there are differences between 
both sides in terms of political systems and other 
institutional operations. Yet what cannot and 
will never change is that both sides of the Strait 
belong to one country and Chinese people living 
on both sides of the Taiwan Strait are members 
of the same family, sharing ties of blood and a 
common destiny.

The recent nine-day visit by a delegation of 
mainland college students, including Olympic 
table tennis champion Ma Long and shooting 
champion Yang Qjan, should have been a testa­
ment to the blood ties between both sides of the 
Strait The warm welcome they received from var­
ious sectors in Taiwan spoke volumes about how 
people in Taiwan cherish the cordial relations 
between both sides. Yet the DPP vampires have 
tried to drain the blood from these exchanges.

Yet reaffirming that such blood ties will not be 
sucked dry, Ma Ying-jeou, former chairman of 
the Chinese Kuomintang party, will lead a group 
of Ihiwan youth to the mainland provinces of 
Heilongjiang and Sichuan later this month to 
participate in a major ice-themed event and

international law and double stan­
dards.

The adoption of the UNGA resolu­
tion represents the just call of the 
international community. The world 
cannot go back to the law of the jun­
gle. A cease-fire in Gaza is a prerequi­
site for saving lives and restoring 
peace; setting preconditions for a 
cease-fire is actually giving a green 
light to the continuation of the war. 
Gaza should not be made an excep­
tion when it comes to upholding the 
authority of international law and ful­
filling international law obligations. 

As the architect of Gaza’s disaster, 
Israel must fulfill its obligations 
under international humanitarian 
law, remove all obstacles to humani­
tarian access, ensure the unblocked 
distribution of humanitarian sup­
plies throughout Gaza, and guaran­
tee the safety of humanitarian 
agencies and personnel in Gaza. 

While pushing for cease-fire in

engage in other exchange activities.
This visit will be Ma’s second hip to the main­

land this year, following a tour starting from the 
end of March, during which he led a Thiwan youth 
delegation to Guangdong, Shaanxi and Beijing. 
The visit concluded with a meeting between Ma 
and Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Commu­
nist Party of China Central Committee.

That the mainland continues to do whatever it 
can to support and promote cross-Strait youth 
exchanges points to the fact that the Chinese 
mainland has not given up its efforts to seek the 
peaceful reunification of the motherland.

Just as Ma Ying-jeou said, the more exchanges 
there are between young people across the 
Strait, the fewer misperceptions there will be 
and the less chance of conflict in the future.

The mainland does not exclude the option of 
taking back the island by force, as there are some 
secessionists on the island who seek “Taiwan 
independence” through collusion with external 
powers, but what the mainland has been doing 
to facilitate youth exchanges across the Strait is a 
bid to lay a solid foundation for the peaceful set­
tlement of the Taiwan question.

It is to be hoped that what the mainland has 
been doing in response to the DPP’s de-siniciza- 
tion attempts pays dividends in the form of 
increased affection and understanding between 
youth across the Strait. And this in turn pro­
motes the peaceful settlement of the Thiwan 
question.

t is beyond doubt that China has achieved 
enormous progress in its efforts to protect 
human rights. Adhering to its people-cen­
tered development philosophy, the country

has continually strengthened the protection of 
human rights under the law.

Yet, even though their own human rights 
records are not spotless, some Western govern­
ments make baseless allegations against China 
in the name of human rights and impose illicit 
sanctions on Chinese personnel.

Tuesday marked Human Rights Day. Tb 
“observe” it, the United States added two Chinese 
companies to a trade restriction list for allegedly 
enabling human rights violations. Canada 
announced sanctions on eight former and current 
Chinese officials, citing alleged “state-led” human 
rights violations. Those in glasshouses shouldn’t 
throw stones. Both countries have glaring human 
rights issues that give them no saddle on which to 
sit on a high horse tilting at windmills by smear­
ing and vilifying China by spreading lies about 
alleged human rights abuses in the country.

The US and Canada — and others — are in no 
position to lecture countries about human rights 
and point fingers at the human rights situation 
of others, nor do they have any grounds to act as 
a judge and arbitrarily impose sanctions.

China has repeatedly called on the US and its 
allies to stop trying to politicize human rights, 
and to stop trying to harm the Chinese people’s 
interests under the pretext of human rights.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry has called for 
the US and Canada to immediately lift their 
unlawful sanctions against relevant Chinese per­
sonnel and stop such malevolent stunts.

Given Washington’s well-known attempt to sup­
press China as an identified strategic competitor, 
adding more Chinese companies to its entity list 
hardly raises eyebrows these days. But there is no 
need for Ottawa to so cravenly fall in behind the US. 

Washington is something of a lost cause when 
it comes to acting with decorum, with the 
Republicans and Democrats having sunk into a 
petty game of one-upmanship when it comes to 
fabricating human rights smears against China. 
But there is no need for Ottawa to join in.

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
responding to a question about Canada’s move at a 
daily news briefing strongly urged Canada to reflect 
on its actions, stop interfering in China’s internal 
affairs, and to stop undermining China’s interests 
and image under the pretext of human rights.

Upbraiding China in a bid to curry favor with the 
incoming US administration is a fool’s game. It 
only shows weakness, and the US president-elect 
will take advantage of that.

By acting in concert, Washington and Ottawa 
have cemented Beijing’s perception of a coordi­
nated US-led offensive against itself, which will 
only further poison relations and undermine 
what could otherwise be constructive dialogue, 
and potential cooperation on the advancement 
of the global human rights cause.

growth drivers, quality and quantity, and devel­
opment and security.

As the conference indicated, going forward, 
China will implement a more proactive fiscal 
polity and a moderately loose monetary policy, 
and tolerate a higher deficit, enrich and improve 
its policy toolbox, strengthen extraordinary 
countercyclical adjustments, and give good play 
to the bailout policy portfolio.

These policies showthat the Chinese policymak­
ers are exercising tremendous prudence and 
strengthening anticipation management to mini­
mize the risks and uncertainties while pursuing 
new quality productive forces, and innovation, and 
comprehensively deepening reform and expanding 
high-standard opening-up to the outside world.

That China’s commitment to opening-up 
remains unchanged and it will continue to liberal­
ize and facilitate trade and investment was also a 
core message of the congratulatory letter Chinese 
President Xi Jinping sent to the Gala 2024 of the 
US-China Business Council in Washington on 
Wednesday.

It is clear from this that advancing Chinese mod­
ernization will provide new opportunities for the 
world. It is ready to appropriately resolve differen­
ces with all countries through dialogues and negoti­
ations so that win-win cooperation can be realized.

espite the palpable downward pressure 
on the Chinese economy from both 
domestic and external factors, the series 
of incremental policies China has reso­

lutely carried out in the second half of this year have 
effectively enhanced the performance of the econo­
my, as shown by the pickups in several key indica­
tors. And China’s macroeconomic policies have a 
direct influence on the world economy through the 
role it plays in the global industry and supply chains, 
and its position as a major trading partner of more 
than 120 countries and regions.

That explains why the Central Economic Work 
Conference that concluded in Beijing on Thurs­
day has caught so much attention from around 
the world. And that attention speaks volumes of 
the high hopes the international community pins 
on China continuing to share its development 
dividends and opportunities with the world.

That hope also originates from the world’s 
confidence in China’s hallmark macroeconomic 
control ability and high execution efficiency, 
which is based on the dynamic balance the coun­
try has managed to strike between using both 
the visible hand of the government and the invis­
ible hand of the market to adjust relations 
between supply and demand, self-reliance and 
opening-up, new growth impetus and old
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It has been announced that Portu­
gal and Spain will be the hosts of the 
2030 World Cup, and that Saudi 
Arabia will host the 2034 World 
Cup.

That is big news for soccer fens 
around the world, except for those in 
China who remain dismayed by the 
Chinese soccer team’s failure to make 
it to the highest stage.

After making its debut in the 2002 
Japan-ROK World Cup, and its only 
appearance on the World Cup stage 
so far, Chinese men’s soccer has 
drifted farther and farther from the 
world’s soccer pitches, for many rea­
sons with “Chinese characteristics” 
The FIFA ranking of the men’s 
national team had fallen from 
around 50th to 90th as of last 
month.

That is in stark contrast to the tra­
jectory of its neighbors, including 
Japan and the Republic of Korea. 
Chinese soccer has declined quickly 
along with the fast increase of input, 
largely due to the bursting of the real 
estate bubble and the reduction of ill- 
supervised capital of State-owned 
enterprises, over the past 20 years. 

The false prosperity of the Chinese 
soccer climaxed in 2013, when 
Guangzhou Evergrande FC became 
the Asian club champion — thanks

lights the role corruption has played 
in sucking the lifeblood from the 
game in China.

With the money no longer flowing 
to the clubs, the naturalized and for­
eign players are leaving the country 
in batches.

And the lack of funding is further 
compounded by the weak economy 
which has seriously restricted the 
recovery of the country’s youth 
training system, leaving Chinese 
soccer in an indefinite gap period, 
when other Asian countries are 
quickly integrating into the world 
soccer following in the footsteps of 
Japan and the ROK.

The difficulties faced by Chinese 
soccer are an epitome of the overall 
challenges confronting the Chinese 
socioeconomic development. To 
resolve these difficulties also entails 
institutional reforms to let the law of 
the market play a decisive role in 
allocating resources and attracting 
more young people to the soccer 
fields.

It is also imperative that Chinese 
soccer opens up to the world by 
encouraging more Chinese players to 
play in foreign leagues. Only by going 
global can the country do its things 
well in soccer.

transaction will bolster American 
economic and national security by 
countering the threats posed by Chi­
na was an effort to shift attention to 
China, thus letting politics decide 
the outcome — just what they 
claimed to be against.

Their stating, “especially with the 
indispensable alliance between the 
US and Japan as the important foun­
dation”, shows how Nippon Steel and 
a number of influential political and 
economic figures in Japan are sub­
servient enough to treat some US 
politicians in Washington as their 
masters.

It’s time they gave up this mentali­
ty as the master is not bothered 
about its servant’s interests.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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Policies to advance Chinese modernization 
will also release new opportunities for world
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he Chinese leadership has empha­
sized the importance of integrat­
ing technological innovation 
resources to spearhead the devel­

opment of strategic emerging industries 
and future industries, thus accelerating the 
formation of new quality productive forces. 
In recent years, China’s technological inno­
vation capabilities have steadily improved, 
with die total number of valid invention 
patents nationwide reaching over 4 million 
as of the end of 2023.

The patent conversion rate has also seen 
a steady increase over the past five years. As 
of die end of 2023, Chinese universities held 
794,000 valid invention patents, accounting 
for 19.8 percent of the country’s total. How­
ever, in 2022, the patent conversion rate for 
Chinese universities was only 3.9 percent, 
significantly lower than the industrializa­
tion rate of valid invention patents and far' 
behind other leading countries such as the 
United States (50 percent) and Germany 
(over 80 percent).

To unlock the full potential of university 
patents in driving economic growth, die 
Chinese government has initiated measures 
to enhance patent quality and strengthen 
policy incentives for patent commercializa­
tion. As early as 2013, the China National 
Intellectual Property Administration issued 
guidelines to improve patent application 
quality in universities. In 2024, several gov­
ernment bodies launched the work plan for 
activating existing patents in universities 
and research institutions, aiming to address 
the challenges in patent commercialization. 
Local governments, intellectual property 
management departments and universities 
have since introduced various policies to 
promote effective and efficient patent com­
mercialization.

Thanks to these efforts, the commerciali­
zation of university patents in China is 
showing positive trends and achieving nota­
ble results. For instance, some universities 
and regions have developed successful mod­
els for patent commercialization. Zhejiang 
University National Science and Technology 
Park has implemented an “organized tech­
nology transfer” approach, while Zhejiang 
province has piloted a “use first, transfer lat­
er” model, expanding the scope of enter­
prise-universityjoint patent pools. 

Moreover, despite the relatively low con­
version rate, university patents are increas­
ingly contributing to productivity and 
economic development. In 2023, the aver­
age industrialization revenue of university­
enterprise collaborative invention patents 
reached over 10.33 million yuan ($1.4 mil­
lion) per patent, 24.5 percent higher than 
the average revenue of enterprise patents. 

However, advancing university patent 
commercialization is a long-term, systemic 
task. Drawing on successful experience 
from abroad and building on domestic 
reforms, there is still significant room for 
improvement in China’s approach. 

First of all, improving patent quality at 
the source is crucial. Many university pat­
ents in China are not initially intended for 
commercialization, often lacking practical 
application prospects or market relevance. 
To address this, China has proposed several

n recent years, Chinese universities 
have been trying to align their courses 
with the evolving needs of both socie­
ty and industry. An example is China

Civil Affairs University launching an under­
graduate program called “marriage services 
and management”. This program aims at 
cultivating professionals who can manage 
the full cycle of marriage, preparing gradu­
ates for careers in matchmaking, wedding 
planning, marriage counseling and more. 
The idea is to better match academic out­
put with market demand, while navigating 
the fine line between vocational training 
and academic integrity.

The Ministry of Education has made it 
clear that universities must not only 
respond to the demands of the labor mar­
ket but also foster an educational environ­
ment that prepares students for the 
challenges of an ever-changing world. In
2021, China issued a set of guidelines for 
promoting the high-quality development of 
modern vocational education, emphasizing 
that vocational education is an indispensa­
ble part of the national education system, 
playing a crucial role in the development of 
a skilled workforce.

China aims to have a modem vocational 
education system in place by 2025, and to 
build a skill-based society by 2035. In this 
context, universities across the country are 
rethinking traditional academic offerings 
and prioritizing programs that address spe­
cific industry needs.

Yet, as higher education adopts a voca­
tional focus, it raises important questions: 
Do all professions require university educa­
tion? Take, for instance, the marriage servi­
ces sector. Even before the establishment of

strategies within its high-value patent culti­
vation efforts. These include fostering inno­
vation in university research models and 
emphasizing “high-value patents” as a met­
ric for evaluating research outcomes. Some 
universities, such as Nanjing University of 
Science and Technology, have pioneered 
pre-application quality management sys­
tems, using platforms such as IP-Genie to 
assess the potential of each technology 
comprehensively. Such source management 
practices can enhance patent quality and 
utilization efficiency, providing a solid tech­
nical foundation for commercialization.

What’s more, expanding market channels 
for patent commercialization is essential. 
Effective patent commercialization relies on 
robust collaboration between universities 
and market entities. Strengthening indus­
try-academia partnerships can help 
researchers better understand market 
needs and align their innovations accord­
ingly. Many regions in China are already 
promoting the establishment of innovation

consortia — a new type of industry-acade­
mia alliances focused on tackling bottleneck 
technical challenges. These consortia facili­
tate the integration of research, patent 
application, and commercialization. Uni­
versities should be encouraged to partici­
pate in or lead these consortia, leveraging 
them to connect with market needs. Addi­
tionally, external technical service platforms 
such as WIPO Green, which has matched 
over 1,000 technologies with market 
demands, can further boost patent com­
mercialization.

Equally important, optimizing patent 
commercialization management within 
universities is vital. Establishing and 
improving technology transfer offices and 
patent resource databases, along with 
adopting open patent licensing models, can 
significantly enhance commercialization 
efforts. Leading global universities such as 
Stanford have successfully used technology 
transfer offices to match research outcomes 
with market needs. Professional technology

The success of such professions demon­
strates that marriage services are becoming 
an increasingly specialized field that 
requires both academic knowledge and 
practical skills.

In China, the marriage services industry 
also faces challenges: wedding planning 
remains highly imitative, and marriage 
counseling services are still in their infancy, 
with significant variation in quality. These 
issues highlight the need for systematic 
training and professional education to 
meet the growing demand. The China Civil 
Affairs University’s new program aims to 
address these gaps. The program’s launch 
not only meets the demand for skilled pro­
fessionals but also marks an important step 
in the modernization of the industry. From 
a broader perspective, such initiatives 
reflect the role of vocational education in 
driving industrial transformation. For 
example, in service industries such as wed­
ding planning, professional training can 
improve the quality of services, help shape 
market demand, and ensure that the sector 
remains responsive to the evolving expecta­
tions of consumers.

However, this transformation must be 
approached with caution. While universi­
ties should embrace market demand, they 
must also remain committed to their core 
educational mission: to foster intellectual 
inquiry, critical thinking, and social respon­
sibility. The introduction of the Marriage 
Services and Management program illus­
trates a successful intersection of academic 
rigor and market need. It demonstrates how 
universities can respond to societal 
demands without compromising the intel­
lectual foundation of their education.

transfer offices should not only handle 
administrative tasks but also manage pat­
ent portfolios from a technical perspective, 
integrating with national intellectual prop­
erty service platforms to activate high-qual­
ity patent inventories. Universities can 
adopt open patent licensing models and 
utilize government platforms to better con­
nect supply and demand, thus further driv­
ing patent commercialization.

Improving university patent commercial­
ization rates is a gradual process requiring a 
multi-faceted approach. By learning from 
international best practices and continuing 
to innovate domestically, China can make 
significant strides in this critical area.

The question, then, is not whether higher 
education should adapt to market needs, 
but how it can do so while retaining its 
broader educational values. Universities 
must find a balance between vocational 
training and academic integrity, between 
immediate job market needs and long-term 
social responsibilities. The launch of pro­
grams like marriage sendees and manage­
ment is a step in the right direction, but it is 
only one part of a larger transformation 
that must continue. Going forward, univer­
sities should optimize their academic offer­
ings, strengthen industry-academic 
collaboration, and ensure that they are 
equipping students not only for today’s job 
market but also for the challenges of tomor­
row’s world. Only by achieving this balance 
can higher education in China truly under­
go meaningful reform, fostering talent that 
will drive the country’s continued growth 
and prosperity.

As China’s higher education system con­
tinues to evolve, it is crucial that the coun­
try’s universities take a proactive approach, 
one that blends the demands of the market­
place with the long-standing ideals of aca­
demic rigor and social responsibility. The 
future of higher education will depend on 
this dynamic, thoughtful balance, and the 
success of initiatives such as the marriage 
services and management program will 
offer valuable lessons for the broader trans­
formation ahead.
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the marriage services and management 
program, matchmaking and wedding plan­
ning were already well-established indus­
tries, often relying more on experience and 
enthusiasm than formal education. 

Does such an industry truly require a 
degree-driven workforce? If universities 
begin to offer large-scale programs for 
every niche industry, will we risk inflating 
educational requirements and raising 
unnecessary barriers for entry, leading to 
waste of resources and more intense com­
petition for jobs? If universities are reduced 
to being vocational training factories, how 
will they continue to foster critical think­
ing, creativity, and cultural enrichment? 
These are important questions that must be 
addressed in the debate on the future of 
higher education in China. 

Despite these concerns, the growing 
demand for marriage sendees reveals a clear 
trend toward professionalization in this sec­
tor. According to the Ministry of Civil 
Affairs, the number of marriage registra­
tions in China reached nearly 6.84 million 
in 2022, and the wedding industry alone is 
worth over 100 billion yuan ($13.77 billion). 
As wedding services become increasingly 
diversified — from Korean-style crystal wed­
dings to new Chinese-style outdoor ceremo­
nies — the need for professional expertise is 
becoming more pronounced.

Furthermore, marriage counseling, an 
emerging field in China, is becoming a well- 
established profession in many Western 
countries. In the United States, marriage 
and family therapists have become an 
established profession, with 76,000 practi­
tioners in 2023, and the number is expected 
to grow by 16 percent over the next decade.
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hen I first joined China 
Daily in Beijing in the late 
1980s as a reporter for its 
Business Weekly, much of 

the coverage was about how China was 
trying to expand foreign trade and 
attract foreign investors by focusing on 
improving the business climate. 

China was not well prepared for the 
arrival of foreign investors. The govern­
ment red tape, poor infrastructure, from 
roads to power supply, and a scarcity of 
professionals were among the major 
complaints.

The launch of China Daily in 1981 was 
partly to help improve the soft invest­
ment environment for foreigners com­
ing to work and live in China. The same 
was the case for Shanghai Star, a China 
Daily tabloid launched shortly after the 
city’s Pudong New Area project kicked 
off in 1990.

Probably no one had foreseen then 
that 30 years later Pudong would boast 
one of tiie most futuristic skylines in the 
world.

Despite the fact that Shanghai was 
already China’s most modern city com­
pared with other Chinese cities, foreign 
ventures then complained about issues 
such as a shortage of electricity, trans­
port bottlenecks and the numerous 
chops required for business approval. 

I returned to Shanghai in 1988, just 
before Zhu Rongji became the mayor. 
One of his many efforts was to push for 
the “one stop” service so that foreign 
companies didn’t have to run from place 
to place to get the many chops. 

The catchphrase then was to learn 
and adopt international practices. A 
straight talker, Zhu “criticized” my fel­
low Shanghainese for being “shrewd but 
not wise”. Basically he argued for mak­
ing a bigger cake. So even if you get just 
a slice of the cake, that slice could still be 
bigger than the earlier entire small cake. 

For decades, foreign investors in Chi­
nese joint ventures got a lion’s share of 
the profits due to their expertise from 
technology to marketing. Many foreign 
business executives received outrageous 
salaries, often equivalent to the sum of 
30 or even 100 Chinese employees. 

It was a time before 2000, when Chi­
na's economy was smaller than Italy’s. 

Fast forward to today and China’s 
GDP is now eight times the size of Italy’s. 
Chinese companies have made great 
strides in research and development and 
have fest moved up in the global supply 
chains. Many have also become peer 
competitors of Western multinationals. 

China’s electric vehicle industry is a 
typical example that has taken many in 
Europe and North America by surprise. 
Equally impressive are China’s world­
class infrastructure such as ports, air­
ports, high-speed railways, bridges and 
e-commerce.

The trendy Chinese word, neijuan, or 
intense competition, means that foreign 
companies no longer have the luxury as 
they had in the 1980s when they could 
afford to ignore Chinese competition. 

The feet that the EU’s future competi­
tiveness report by former European 
Central Bank president Mario Draghi 
says that the EU is lagging behind not 
just the United States but also China 
shows exactly the new reality today. 

Despite the phenomenal progress, 
China still has a lot to improve in its 
business environment, and eagerness to 
learn has been vital to China’s success 
story.

Ever since I came to Brussels six years 
ago, I also found that improving the 
business climate has become no less 
urgent in the bloc than in China. 

The China Chamber of Commerce to 
the EU, in its annual survey report 
released on Monday, warned that Chi­
nese companies’ rating of EU business 
climate has declined for the fifth year 
consecutively. Uncertainty caused by EU 
regulations and practice, discrimination 
against companies of Chinese origin and 
the politicizing of trade and investment 
are among key concerns.

To me, that is partly why the EU has 
become less competitive in the past 
years. EU leaders like to tout the bloc 
as the most open market, but if the 
Draghi report is an indication, the EU 
faces a daunting task to improve its 
business climate, in particular in wel­
coming Chinese companies and treat­
ing them fairly.

EU must improve 
business climate, 
and do it soon 
to be competitive
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project connecting Ethiopia and Dji­
bouti, has revitalized logistics in a 
landlocked country by cutting trans­
portation costs and improving 
access to global markets. These pro­
jects demonstrate the initiative’s 
capacity to address Africa’s infra­
structure deficit, which lias long 
been a bottleneck to development. 

Yet, the BRI has not been without 
its critics. Concerns about debt sus­
tainability, labor practices and envi­
ronmental impact have been raised 
by various stakeholders. Critics 
often cite examples such as Zambia, 
where debt levels have spiked amid 
heavy borrowing for infrastructure 
projects.

However, these challenges should 
not overshadow the broader oppor­
tunities the BRI presents. Instead, 
they should serve as a call for Afri­
can nations to engage more strate­
gically. Governments must 
negotiate terms that align with 
their national priorities, ensure 
greater' transparency in project 
selection, and actively involve local 
expertise to maximize benefits and 
address long-standing inequities. 

The shift the BRI represents is 
particularly striking when juxta­
posed with the West’s historically 
top-down approach to Africa’s 
development. While Western mod­
els often came with prescriptive 
policies that undermined local 
agency, China’s engagement is char­
acterized by a partnership model 
emphasizing mutual benefits. 

This approach resonates deeply 
across Africa, where sovereignty 
and self-determination are highly 
valued. Nigeria, for instance, has 
leveraged Chinese financing to 
expand its infrastructure base while 
diversifying its economic output. 
The Lekki Deep Sea Port, developed 
under the BRI framework, is set to 
transform Nigeria into a regional 

point of the call for reform. Broadly 
stated, the call for the reform is 
driven by the conviction that the 
rules of the Western-dominated 
world order, especially those for 
global economic governance, are 
stacked against the Global South 
and serve to promote Western 
interests and values at the expense 
of all others which are just as 
deserving.

Hence, BRICS was launched in 
2009 by Brazil, Russia, India and 
China, and later South Africa, as a 
platform for the Global South to 
voice its concerns and needs. Now 
the expanded BRICS has grown to 
include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emir­
ates. And there is a long waiting list 

Work is under way to create the 
institutions that will enable the 
expanded grouping to serve its 
members on the global stage. This 
work includes the New Develop-

across the continent. By bridging 
gaps in infrastructure, the BRI is 
providing the physical foundation 
for the AfCFTA to thrive, potentially 
unlocking a $3.4 trillion market. 

Another significant advantage of 
the BRI is its emphasis on digital 
infrastructure, which positions 
Africa to leapfrog traditional stages 
of development. With over 40 per­
cent of the population under the 
age of 15, Africa’s youth hold the key 
to its future. Investments in fiber­
optic networks, data centers, and 
smart city initiatives are equipping 
the continent to harness the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution. 

For example, Huawei and other 
Chinese companies have been 
instrumental in expanding internet 
access and building 5G networks in 
countries such as South Africa and

debt of small- and medium-sized 
economies unsustainable. Hence, 
there is a need for a new global eco­
nomic order with a renewed finan­
cial architecture. Above all, there is 
a need to come to terms with the 
reality that “the future will be mul­
tipolar”

Coming as it does from a mem­
ber of G20 and a pillar of BRICS, 
this is a broad indictment of the 
global order that rose from the ash­
es of World War II and in the 
absence of much of today’s Global 
South.

All in all, the G20 Rio de Janeiro 
Leaders’ Declaration presented the

more connected internally and 
externally, opportunities for trade, 
investment, and innovation will 
multiply. Projects such as the Lamu 
Port-South Sudan-Ethiopia Trans­
port Corridor are emblematic of 
this transformative vision, linking 
East Africa to global markets while 
fostering regional integration. 

Additionally, the BRI’s emphasis 
on green energy presents an oppor­
tunity for Africa to address its pow­
er deficit sustainably. Investments 
in hydropower, solar farms, and 
wind energy projects are not only 
meeting current needs but also 
positioning Africa as a leader in 
renewable energy production. 

The BRI is not a panacea for all of 
Africa’s challenges, nor does it 
claim to be. However, it represents 
a significant departure from the 
ineffective development paradigms 
of the past. By focusing on connec­
tivity, inclusivity, and long-term 
growth, the initiative is empower­
ing African nations to take control 
of their futures. The onus is now on 
African leaders to harness this 
momentum, ensuring that their 
participation in the initiative is 
guided by strategic vision, robust 
planning, and a commitment to 
their people’s welfare.

In the coming decades, Africa has 
die potential to emerge as a dynam­
ic, interconnected, and prosperous 
region, contributing meaningfully 
to global economic and political 
systems. The BRI provides a frame­
work for realizing this vision, but 
the ultimate responsibility lies with 
African nations to ensure its suc­

By embracing opportunities 
while addressing risks, Africa can 
transcend its historical challenges 
and position itself as a global pow­
erhouse in the 21st century. This is 
die promise of the BRI: a partner­
ship that transforms potential into 
prosperity, rewriting the continent’s 
development story for the better.

summit’s consensus on social inclu­
sion, the fight against hunger and 
poverty, measures for the energy 
transition, the global governance 
reform, and the acceleration of cli­
mate action.

But the devil is in the details. 
Clearly, the transition continues.

trade hub, fostering economic inte­
gration and boosting commerce 
across West Africa. 

One of the most promising 
aspects of the BRI is its focus on 
regional connectivity. Africa lias 
historically suffered from fragment­
ed markets and poor intra-conti- 
nental trade, with most trade 
directed toward Europe, Asia, or 
die Americas. Projects such as the 
Trans-African Railway and the East 
African Crude Oil Pipeline are fos­
tering greater integration, reducing 
the cost of doing business, and ena­
bling African nations to collaborate 
on shared economic goals.

These developments align seam­
lessly with the aspirations of the 
African Continental Free Trade 
Area, which seeks to create a single 
market for goods and services

unilateralism and protectionism. 
Taken together, these suggestions 

from China carry a common mes­
sage: the challenges facing the 
world are two-fold, namely carrying 
out structural reform in terms of 
making changes in the control of 
the engines of the global economy, 
and summoning the will to sub­
scribe to, and adhere to rales. 

Just as President Lula stated, the 
world needs to review the UN Char­
ter itself.

For President Lula, that review 
should be extended to the Bretton 
Woods institutions which have con­
tributed to making the external

Kenya. These advancements are not 
only boosting connectivity but also 
fostering innovation in sectors such 
as fintech, e-commerce and digital 
entrepreneurship.

However, the long-term success 
of the BRI in Africa depends on the 
continent’s ability to learn from 
past mistakes. Transparent govern­
ance, prudent financial manage­
ment, and inclusive development 
practices will be critical to ensuring 
that these investments yield sus­
tainable benefits.

Encouragingly, some African 
nations are already taking proact­
ive steps. Ethiopia, for example, has 
implemented policies to improve 
debt management and maximize 
the local impact of Chinese-funded 
projects by prioritizing technology 
transfer and skills development. 
These measures are vital for avoid­
ing the pitfalls of dependency and 
ensuring that Africa remains an 
active participant in its develop­
mentjourney.

Critics often argue that the BRI 
represents a new form of depend­
ency, likening it to the neo-colonial 
dynamics of the past. However, this 
perspective overlooks the fact that 
unlike historical arrangements that 
prioritized donor interests, the BRI 
is fundamentally a negotiation- 
driven model.

African governments have the 
opportunity to shape agreements 
that reflect their priorities, whether 
that means focusing on energy, 
agriculture, or industrialization. By 
asserting themselves as equal part­
ners, African nations can ensure 
that the BRI serves as a catalyst for 
sustainable development rather 
than a liability.

Looking to the future, the initia­
tive holds immense potential to 
redefine Africa’s role in the global 
economy. As the continent becomes 

The author is executive director of 
South-South Dialogues, a Nairobi­
based communications develop­
ment think tank. The author
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

ment Bank, mechanisms to facili­
tate non-dollar denominated trans­
actions as well as trade and 
investment in local currencies, and 
diversifying currency reserves.

So far, the expanded BRICS rep­
resents roughly 45 percent of the 
world’s population and accounts for 
more than one-third of the global 
economy. The GDP of the expanded 
BRICS is larger than G7 economies 
combined.

Significantly, Brazil, China, India, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia and South 
Africa are members of both G20 
and the expanded BRICS. 

Against this background, Brazil 
hosted tiie 19th G20 Summit in 
November.

The presentations of the host of 
the summit, Brazil’s President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva and those of 
the standard-bearers of G20 and 
BRICS, were a snapshot of a global 
order in transition.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
called on the G20 to continue being 
constructive in global governance 
by supporting the United Nations 
and its Security Council in its lead 
role of fostering the peaceful settle­
ment of crises. China, too, joined 
other G20 members in supporting 
tiie Global Alliance Against Hunger 
and Poverty while highlighting Chi­
na-led flagship initiatives ranging 
from trade to food security. 

As President Xi mentioned in his 
speech in Rio de Janeiro, progress 
will be achieved by improving glob­
al trade based on openness, priori­
tizing economic development, 
liberalizing trade and investment, 
reforming the World Trade Organi­
zation and restoring the trade dis­
pute-settlement mechanism. Above 
all, the key to progress is avoiding

Editor’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. Enhanced dialogue between scholarsfrom China and overseas is needed to build mutual understanding on many problems
the worldfaces. For this purpose, the China Watch Institute of China Daily and the National Institute for Global Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, jointly present this special column: The Global 
Strategic Dialogue, in which experts from China and abroad will offer insightful, views, analysis andfresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

frica has long been a 
region brimming with 
untapped potential, yet 
.perpetually trapped in 

cycles of underdevelopment. For 
decades, Western-led frameworks 
like those championed by the Inter­
national Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank dominated the conti­

nent’s economic 
landscape. These 
models, often 
tied to condition­
al loans and 
structural adjust­
ment programs, 
focused on aus­

terity measures and liberalization 
at the expense of industrialization 
and infrastructure development. 

They left a trail of hollowed-out 
industries, stagnating economies 
and burdensome debts. However, 
the emergence of China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative has ushered in a 
transformative era, offering African 
nations a fresh approach to devel­
opment that prioritizes infrastruc­
ture, connectivity and 
collaboration.

Launched in 2013, China’s ambi­
tious BRI is aimed at building trade 
and investment links through infra­
structure projects across Asia,
Europe, Africa and beyond. The ini­
tiative is reshaping Africa’s develop­
ment narrative, bringing 
investments that address historical 
challenges while laying tiie ground­
work for long-term economic 
growth. With over $155 billion in 
investments across African nations, 
the initiative has delivered tangible 
benefits, including ports, railways, 
roads and energy projects that con­
nect the continent’s fragmented 
markets and unlock economic 
potential.

The transformative power of the 
BRI can be seen in projects such as 
Kenya’s Standard Gauge Railway, 
which has significantly reduced 
travel and freight times between 
the port city of Mombasa and the 
capital, Nairobi. This $4.7 billion 
project, funded and constructed by 
China, has not only enhanced trade 
but also created thousands of jobs 
and boosted local economies along 
its route.

Similarly, the Addis Ababa-Dji­
bouti Railway, another flagship BRI

he G7 led in creating and 
maintaining the post­
World War II global eco­
nomic order. But in recent

years, there have been persistent 
calls for an overhaul of this order. 

Responding to these calls, in 1999 
the group extended membership to
12 other countries as well as the 

European Union. 
The G2O was 
born. But the 
pressure for 
reform contin­
ued. 

The financial 
crisis of 2007-08,

the result of violations of rules for 
prudent lending, threatened to 
unleash an economic meltdown on 
the scale of the Wall Street Crash of 
1929.

To its credit, the United States led 
the effort to return the global econ­
omy to normalcy with swift steps — 
guaranteed funds, lowered interest 
rates, increased liquidity, the injec­
tion of capital into banks and lower 
taxes. Other countries took similar 
steps, albeit on a smaller scale. 

In addition, participation was 
elevated to heads of state. And the 
G20 began the now familiar rotat­
ing of the hosting of the summits 
among its member countries. 

In the most recent response to 
calls for reform of the G20, mem­
bership was extended to the African 
Union in 2023.

Today the G20 accounts for about 
85 percent of global GDP in terms 
of purchasing power parity, over 75 
percent of global trade, and roughly 
two-thirds of the world’s total popu­
lation.

But simply expanding the G20’s 
membership seems to miss the

The Belt and Road Initiative has transformed the continent’s 
ineffective development model, helping it embrace opportunities 

to position itself as a global powerhouse in the 21st century

The author is a former economist 
with the World Bank and an advis­
orfor the Kenyan government. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

All in all, the G20 Rio de 
Janeiro Leaders’ 

Declaration presented 
the summit’s 

consensus on social 
inclusion, the fight 
against hunger and 

poverty, measures for 
the energy transition, 
the global governance 

reform, and the 
acceleration of climate 

action.

'W'
(v

With the rise of the Global South, the pressure for 
reform of the global governance system is growing
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Toying with an idea of
companionship

Young adults turn to fake furry friends to bolster their spirits
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Meeting point
After touring Beijing, Tianjin, 

Guangzhou, Guangdong province, 
and Macao, dozens of oil paintings 
and maps that offer a view of the 
landscapes and social life of Guang­
dong and Macao in the 19th century

have returned to their home, the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Yin- 
chuan, in the Ningxia Hui autono­
mous region. They continue to be on 
show at a longtime exhibition, The 
Meeting of Chinese and Western Art. 

The paintings — oil works, water­
colors and gouaches — were made 
by European painters who traveled 
to live in Guangzhou and their Chi­
nese students. It was a cultural 
product of the exchanges between 
the East and the West, prompted by 
the Maritime Silk Road and the sea 
routes of the Age of Discovery.

These paintings show booming 
trading scenes at major ports of 
southern China back then. Other 
revisited motifs include Chinese 
gardens and courtyards, as well as 
the daily life of their owners.

I

10 am-5 pm, closed on Mondays. 
12 Hele Lu, Xingqing district, Yin- 
chuan, Ningxia Hui autonomous 
region. 0951-8426-111. 

CHINA DAILY

Authentic beauty
Beijing Fine Art Academy has in 

its collection several works that are 
considered iconic in the depiction of 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, 
such as A Harvest of Delight in 
which late painter Huang Zhou 
(1925-97) drew a vivid harvest scene 
of singing and dancing.
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nternet operation officer Gao 
Qingmeng, 24, from an inter­
net enterprise in Shanghai, 
was in a reflective mood while

working overtime from home one 
weekend. To tackle her ennui, she 
scrolled through social media plat­
forms, and suddenly came across a 
post from Jellycat, a UK-headquar- 
tered soft-toy company, and was 
instantly smitten by it.

She immediately felt an urge to 
buy one. Without hesitation, she 
left home and took an hourlong 
subway ride to purchase one — a 
Bartholomew Bear, a popular 
product from the company.

This was just the beginning. One 
toy led to another, and one by one, 
her legion expanded into a large 
collection.

Her workstation in office is now 
home to a zoo of plush toy creatures, 
and many also in shapes of green 
plants and flower pots. “They took 
up all my desk space! Then, my col­
leagues offered more space,” Gao 
says, adding that now her col­
leagues’ desks have been “invaded” 
by her surplus stuffed creatures. 

“Whenever I work overtime or 
face challenges at work, my toys are 
a great comfort to me,” Gao says. 
“They make me feel at ease and help 
me avoid anxiety and irritability, 
and offer me much emotional com­
fort whenever in need.”

On various social media plat­
forms, many young people are 
showing off their plush toy collec­
tions. There has been an increasing 
demand for plush toys in the Chi­
nese market, not merely from their 
targeted customers — children — 
but also including young adults.

According to a report by the China 
Toy and Juvenile Products Associa­
tion, a nationwide nonprofit trade 
association in the related industry, 
sales of plush toys on Alibaba’s e-com- 
merce platform Tmall during the 
June 18 shopping festival increased 
by 37.3 percent year-on-year, ranking 
first among toy categories.

Consumers of the post-2000 gener­
ation account for 43 percent of the 
market, followed by 36 percent by 
those of the post-1990 generation.

This trend is attracting attention 
and some experts, such as psycholo­
gists or psychotherapists like Zhang 
Chun, who works for Pencil Psychol­
ogy, a company based in Xiamen, 
Fujian province, have begun to use 
such toys for the comfort of clients 
who come to their offices for coun­
seling.

Zhang, 42, has stationed some of 
these toys in her counseling room in 
case clients, who come for psycho­
therapy, or talk therapy, may relax 
more. She says she hopes that these 
toys could help her clients merely by 
their presence, although she found 
few clients touched them.

Zhang describes them as “hyper­
links” to evoke imagination. Touch­
ing these toys, according to 
psychological hypothesis based on 
studies, such as the US psychologist 
Harry Harlow’s monkey experiment 
during the 1930s, is ‘like clicking a 
hyperlink’! “Generally, they can con­
nect people instantly to their favor­
ite works or characters,” says the 
psychotherapist.

The experiment sought to uncov­
er preferences for “bare-wire moth­
ers” or “cloth-covered mothers” in 
different situations. The “mothers” 
had different changeable attrac­
tions; the wire mother holding a 
bottle with food, and the cloth 
mother holding nothing, or with the 
wire mother holding nothing, while 
the cloth mother held a bottle with 
food. The monkeys overwhelmingly 
chose the cloth mother, with or 
without food, only visiting the wire 
mother that had food when needing 
sustenance.

As more young people see eye to 
eye in these fluffy toys, the careers 
of some influencers even began to 
prosper, thanks to the growing

trend. Wang Yaowei, 26, a graduate 
from the Macau University of Sci­
ence and Technology, is one of 
them.

The online influencer, based in 
Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, has 
more than 6,000 followers on die 
Chinese social media platform 
Xiaohongshu. Besides being an 
internet operation officer of an 
internet enterprise, he earns extra 
money by testing and commenting 
on new plush toys for toy-making 
companies.

Before being an influencer, he 
bought each of his own toy collec­
tions.

Among all the plush animals, his 
most favorite one is LinaBell, an 
energetic pink fox, from the Disney 
toyline Duffy and Friends intro­
duced by Shanghai Disneyland in 
2021.

“Her unique design, naughty per­
sonality and interactions with visi­
tors all bring me joy that 
temporarily relieves my worries,” 
he claims.

It was said that more than 80 
small plush keychains of the charac­
ter were released, including ones 
with holiday-themed costumes. 
Wang would take corresponding 
small plush toys to work during fes­
tivals, such as the Halloween or 
Christmas, to create a sense of cere­
mony, he says.

Qiu Jiangyi, 30, a Hangzhou­
based human resources worker 
from the jewelry industry, also 
loves collecting plush toys.

In order to acquire out-of-stock 
editions, she scours platforms sell­
ing secondhand goods, private 
groups and US e-commerce compa­
ny eBay, or asks overseas buyers, 
representatives or friends to shop 
for them.

In order to obtain her favorite 
toys, once she finds there are stocks 
of them online, she would often 
click quickly to snap them up, or 
even pay more money, say several 
times the original price, to secure 
her purchase.

Qiu dresses her toys, takes them 
on outings and even seeks out craft 
enthusiasts on social media to cus­
tomize toys’ feces — a process 
referred to as “face reshaping”, 
which involves tailoring tech­
niques to make the plush toys look 
cuter.

While these activities resemble 
parenting, to Qiu, her actions don’t 
carry any deeper meaning.

“They’re just toys to me — visually 
appealing and providing aesthetic 
satisfaction, but I don’t attach deep­
er emotions to them,” she says.

Similarly, Gao buys clothes for her 
toys, and wears “parent-child out­
fits” — identical clothes as that of 
her toys, but she denies that it’s a 
maternal mindset.

“My relationship with them is 
more of friendship, and I’d feel bet­
ter when these toys of mine accom­
pany me during many moments,” 
Gao says.

To cater to the increasing buying 
power of the young people and 
their aesthetic preferences, more 
and more organizations making or 
selling cultural and creative prod­
ucts have embraced this trend.

For example, the Gansu Provin­
cial Museum released “Gansu spicy 
hotpot” plush toys, making cute 
characters based on meat balls, 
fungus and crabs. Another creative 
product making company from 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, gave birth 
to a plush toy brand, Romomo, 
making “weirdo” roujiamo (Chi- 
nese-style meat-stuffed hamburg­
er).

To attract more young adults, 
these cultural and creative products 
have all added expressive feces to 
furry toys.

Poetry in art
Ocean on Paper, an exhibition at 

Gravity Art Museum until Feb 16, 
shows dozens of works that resulted 
from collaboration between print­
making artists and poets. The cross- 
disciplinary presentation also opens 
up a cross-border dialogue — partici­
pants are ftom home and Europe—on 
emotions, imagination and identity.

In a digital age when fragmented 
reading is favored, the texts on show 
allow people a moment of slow, deep 
reading of the underlying mood and 
rich feelings between the lines. Art­
ists have visualized these unsaid 
emotions into combinations of sur­
faces, lines and colors. It offers dual 
experiences of the strength of words 
and the poetic hues of art.

10 am-5:30 pm, closed on Mon-

f •

days. Huahengboyuan Design 
Industrial Park, 57 Wujiacun Lu, 
Shijingshan district, Beijing. 010- 
5365-3265.
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Clockwise from top left: Influencer Wang Yaowei (first from right) brings a toy to class at the Macau University of Science and Technology 
last December. Qiu Jiayi, HR worker, selects toys at a store in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province. A plush toy in psychotherapist Zhang Chun’s
office in Xiamen, Fujian province. Wang with his toys at home in Hangzhou. Gao’s toy-packed desk, photos provided to china daily

In September, resident painters 
of Beijing Fine Art Academy trav­
eled to Kashgar prefecture, Xinji­
ang, for sketching. The 12-day trip 
exposed them to the panoramic 
views of the Pamir Plateau, the 
primitive beauty of ancient resi­
dential compounds and booming 
bazaars.

Paintings from this trip are now 
on show at Self-cultivation in Art, 
running at the Art Museum of Bei­
jing Fine Art Academy until Jan 12. 
The exhibition takes the audience 
on a journey to the embrace of 
nature and the crisscross of cultures 
along the ancient Silk Road.

9 am-5 pm, closed on Mondays. 12 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Nardu, Cha- 
oyang district, Beijing. 010-6502- 
5171.
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Gao Qingmeng, 24, an internet operation officer from an internet enterprise in Shanghai, has many plush toys on her desk.
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Ancient books get a new chapter
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Chinese delicacies create a symphony for the ears
By ZHANG KUN
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ame balls for dessert.
When Leung visited the kitchen 

of the historical Jinjiang Hotel in 
downtown Shanghai last year, chef 
Guo Yuwen looked at him in disbe­
lief and confusion. “I cannot imag­
ine how to talk about food through 
music,” Guo says.

But when he heard the sound of 
frying prawns, “it sounded exactly 
like oil sizzling in the wok and took 
me right back to the kitchen” he says 
in amazement.

“I kept the whole orchestra quite 
busy in this movement, especially 
the percussion section,” Leung says.

Contact the writer at
zhangkun@chinadaily.com.cn
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and Hangzhou Philharmonic 
Orchestra in Zhejiang province.

As the youngest recipient of the 
Huabiao Film Awards for Music, 
29-year-old Leung has built a prolif­
ic career composing a series of Chi­
nese blockbuster movies, such as 
77ie Battle at Lake Changjin and 
Operation Red Sea, as well as Cesi­
um Fallout, which was released 
nationwide in November.

To replicate the vivid sound of 
prawns sizzling in oil, Leung used 
the ocean drum, which looks like a 
colorful plate with sandy grains on 
the bottom. It normally emits sooth­
ing waves of sounds that are often 
used in meditation sessions.

Along with the ocean drum, the 
percussion section in Chinese Kitch­
en also included a wok, a kitchen 
knife, chopsticks, bamboo tubes, 
and more.

Using novel and unusual instru­
ments, such as everyday utensils to 
create unique sounds that tradi­
tional instruments can’t make, has
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tion and restoration of cultural relics. 
“We are ahead of the world in this 

field,” Yang says. Many ancient Chi­
nese books are in the collections of 
universities and museums around 
the world for historical reasons. “We 
have often been invited by foreign 
institutions to speak at seminars 
and share our experiences in the 
protection and restoration of 
ancient books.”

Yang says, at the advice of the Chi­
nese institute, a laboratory for the

emotions flowing deep in the music. 
Sun Mengjin, a cultural critic, 

says that “aside from the colorful 
imagery ... we also find the deep 
emotions the young composer has 
for traditional Chinese culture”

Earlier this year at the closing 
concert for Music in the Summer 
Air festival, the orchestra pre­
miered Wutria, a symphonic poem 
by Leung in commemoration of 
martial arts novelist Jin Yong 
(Louis Cha’s pen name) jointly 
commissioned by the Shanghai 
orchestra, Chengdu Symphony 
Orchestra in Sichuan province,

the earliest existing collection of 
Chinese poems from the university 
library’s collection.

With more than 400,000 volumes 
of ancient Chinese books in its 
library7, Fudan ranks second among 
Chinese universities in terms of vol­
ume following Peking University. 
Among the most renowned collec­
tions are more than 1,000 copies of 
Shi Jing from the Yuan Dynasty 
(1271-1368) to the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911).

The first series of the photocopied 
edition of Shi Jing consists of 81 
books printed in the Yuan and Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644), with 15 books 
being sole copies.

“The publication of these books is 
of great value for the studies of Shi 
Jing, classical Chinese literature, 
ancient Chinese culture, the history 
of publishing and books, along with 
other fields,” says Du Zexun from 
Shandong University.

Publishing the photocopies “ena­
bles the academic community to see 
the whole picture of these ancient 
books, which could change some of 
die previous understandings and con­
clusions of die study of Shi Jing’, says 
Liu Yuqing from Shanxi University.

conservation of ancient books was 
established at the University of Brit­
ish Columbia in Canada.

“When we talk about sharing Chi­
nese culture widi the world, it’s not 
just the content but how we protect 
it, and the knowledge of the materi­
al carrier of the culture such as 
paper,” Yang says. “This helps to 
expand the influence of Chinese civ­
ilization in a most legitimate way 
that can be accepted by the world.” 

The Fudan University institute is

been a popular way to expand the 
possibilities of musical expression 
in contemporary composition. It 
also helped bring classical music 
closer to ordinary' people’s lives, 
says Zhou Ping, director of the 
Shanghai orchestra, w'ho hopes to 
expand music appreciation and 
take the composition to different 
contexts.

“I love the humor that ripples 
everywhere in this work,” Ma Jun- 
feng, a Shanghai-based theater 
director, says after die concert As 
fun a piece of composition as it is, Ma 
says he can’t help but notice the rich

From prawms sizzling in hot oil to 
die crispy skin of Peking duck and 
tiie rich flavors of “Buddha-Jumps- 
over-the Wall” soup, a new melody 
celebrating 10 Chinese delicacies by 
tiie Shanghai Symphony Orchestra 
premiered recentiy.

Chinese Kitchen is a 10-movement 
composition by Hong Kong musician 
Elliot Leung Ho Yat. It is the second 
work of the composer commissioned 
by die Shanghai orchestra to cele­
brate the company’s 145 th birthday. 

“I want to create a small-big- 
piece, which consists of many short 
movements,” Leung tells the media 
before the premiere at Shanghai 
Symphony Hall on Nov 23. “I want 
to create something similar to a tast­
ing experience because people today 
enjoy music differently from die 
previous generations. They may not 
have the patience for a music piece 
lasting as long as 90 minutes.”

The first movement features a sip 
of the Da Hong Pao (the red robe) 
tea. From tiiere, each movement 
depicts a Chinese dish — from the 
appetizer of jellyfish salad to sweet- 
and-sour mandarin fish, Sichuan 
water-cooked beef and glutinous 
rice in a bamboo tube, till the final 
movement featuring deep-fried ses-
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to decompose, which caused further 
damage to the original artifacts,” 
Yang says.

When he took the job as the 
director of the new institute in 2014, 
he decided that research should 
begin with the paper, “which is 
essentially a polymer material and 
coincides with my major field”

‘We have combined knowledge in 
physics, chemistry, biology and other 
sciences to make comprehensive 
studies on the protection, authentica-

he first institute in China 
dedicated to the conserva­
tion and preservation of 
ancient Chinese books cel­

ebrated its 10th anniversary recent­
ly in Shanghai. Experts in this field 
of work look to more international 
collaborations and experiences to 
continue presenting these books.

Chief Librarian of Fudan Univer­
sity and Professor Chen Sihe pro­
posed the institute’s founding in 
2014.

Through 10 years of develop­
ment, the Institute for Preservation 
and Conservation of Chinese 
Ancient Books at the Shanghai­
based Fudan University has con­
ducted cross-disciplinary studies 
on traditional Chinese paper, ink 
and pigments, reviving the 
renowmed Kaihua paper, a hand­
made material known for its unique 
peachy spots and endurance.

“We extended our studies to 
ancient palm leaf manuscripts, 
birch bark scrolls and microorga­
nisms on ancient books,” says Yang 
Yuliang, head of the institute who is 
the former president of Fudan Uni­
versity and an academician of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

The 72-year-old is a leading scien­
tist in polymer physics. “Before I 
began working in the field of ancient 
book protection, I thought it was not 
as much fun as cutting-edge techno­
logical projects like nanoscience,” 
Yang says at the lOth-anniversary 
celebration for the institute on Nov 
22. “But once I dived deep into it, I 
found infinite fun and enjoyment” 

The conservation of artifacts on 
paper has been one of the biggest 
challenges because, similar to the 
crystallization of civilizations and 
collective memories of all human 
beings, they are important but 
extremely fragile and likely to disap­
pear, Yang says.

It is common all over China and 
the world that ancient books have a 
high proportion of damage after 
being circulated for hundreds of 
years.

“Incomplete statistics show that 
there are 50 million ancient books 
across China, of which 15 million 
need restoration. Some books have 
suffered damage caused by improp­
er restoration methods in the past 
decades,” Chen recorded in 2014.

Traditionally, mostly craftsmen 
engaged in the conservation and 
restoration of ancient books, who 
passed on their skills and experi­
ence one generation after another, 
were insufficient in cross-disciplina­
ry research on the paper itself, 
which is the very carrier of ancient 
knowledge and information.

A big headache for the conserva­
tion workers of ancient books is that 
ancient paper could easily last for 
thousands of years, but paper made 
in the modern age often had a much 
shorter life span. A batch of ancient 
books was restored in the 1960s and 
“decades later we found the modern 
paper used in the restoration began
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Left: Hong Kong musician Elliot Leung Ho Yat (front center) and conductor Zhang Jiemin (front right) at the premiere of Leung’s composition Chinese Kitchen. Right: Ocean 
drums are used to simulate the sound of prawns sizzling in oil. photos provided to china daily
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calling on the establishment of an 
international alliance for the protec­
tion and conservation of ancient 
Chinese books, where resources, 
experiences, latest scientific find­
ings and technological achieve­
ments can be shared 
internationally, Yang says.

During its 10th anniversary cele­
bration, the institute joined Fudan 
University Library to publish a pho­
tocopied edition of Shi Jing, or The 
Book of Songs or Classic of Poetry,

‘ Hr*5*'

Institute shares its knowledge with the world as it restores and conserves old literature 
using cross-disciplinary research and technology, Zhang Kun reports.

Clockwise from top: Professor Yang Yuliang (center) and colleagues at the rare books room in the Library of Fudan University. A student 
works in the laboratory at the Institute for Preservation and Conservation of Chinese Ancient Books at the university. A specialist of the 
institute works on the restoration of a Chinese painting. Yang speaks at the 10th anniversary celebration of the institute. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Young
Turk takes5SI

to Chinese
innovation

Li

The hidden depths of esports players
Insider documentary reveals a side of gamers that may surprise many, Li Yingxue reports.
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tribulations to their transformative 
journeys.

Contact the writer at
liyingxue @chinadaily.com.cn

I

■

Ni says that 22 is both the prime 
age for esports players, and the 
threshold of the rite of passage into 
adulthood.

“For the public, 22 marks a turn­
ing point. It’s when you graduate, 
start supporting your family, and 
take on adult responsibilities. At 18, 
life is still uncertain,” she says, add­
ing to her comment in the docu­
mentary that, “if you’re not yet 22, 
embrace it with courage. If you’ve 
passed it, face every challenge with 
the same bravery?’

SHENZHEN — Mehmet Nemo 
Turker, a young Turkish man, has 
made the southern metropolis of 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province, 
his home and base for entrepre­
neurial ventures. He has set up 
several companies that focus on 
the research and development of 
energy-related products, includ­
ing battery cells and energy stor­
age solutions.

Born in 1990, Turker has always 
had a passion for electronic prod­
ucts. During high school, he 
developed a social media website 
and uncovered a vulnerability in 
the school computer system. Sub­
sequently, the school entrusted 
him with managing its website, 
and he even got his own office.

With his sights set on broader 
horizons, Turker left university to 
study abroad, choosing Shen­
zhen, a leading global tech hub. 

“‘Nemo’ means ‘no one’ in Lat­
in. In the realm of technological 
innovation, I am a nobody, but I 
aspire to seize China’s develop­
ment opportunities and start 
anew,” the young man says, rift­
ing on his name.

TurkeTs entrepreneurial jour­
ney began with a desire to help a 
disabled friend, who became a 
quadriplegic at the age of 18 after a 
car accident, and was able only to 
move his head. His search for devi­
ces to aid his friend was a limited 
success and the quest led him to 
many others with similar disabili­
ties who yearned to reintegrate 
into society, but lacked the means.

to buy his first smartphone, and 
start his esports career,” Ni says. 

“He was determined,” she con­
tinues. “After facing failure or 
emotional setback, many people 
struggle to bounce back, and their 
negativity affects others, but Peng 
didn’t let that happen. When he 
was cut from the national team, he 
said, ‘It’s OK. I did my best. I’ll try 
again next time.’ Chen and Peng’s 
stories are relatable — they poured 
everything into something they 
care about. There’s no such thing 
as a perfect life, but they give it 
their all, every time.”

The two share a parallel career 
path, both entering the professional 
esports world in the same year — 
one as a film director, the other as a 
King Pro League player.

Ni worked on shows for the Olym­
pics, World Cup, and the UEFA 
Champions League and began cre­
ating esports content in 2017.

Like many others, she initially 
thought of the players as little more 
than talented gamers, but after sev­
en years, she came to realize they 
display aspects that the outside 
world often overlooks, from their 
resilience in the face of youthful

ry, it’s as if they’re speaking directly 
to the audience.”

Ni was more than a director and 
became an integral part of the 
team, collaborating with the 
coach on training plans, and earn­
ing the trust of the players as a 
close confidante.

“This is the magic of esports — it 
brings together a group of people 
who are fully dedicated to one 
goal,” Ni says. “The true appeal of 
competitive sports lies in the emo­
tions of the players. Win or lose, I 
experienced those emotions with 
them — even though I wasn’t the 
one competing.”

Through the nuances of everyday 
life and training, Ni captures the 
personalities of each player, pre­
senting an intimate portrait of the 
team dynamic.

The latter half of the story focuses 
on the training for the six finalists 
and the competition itself.

She says the six finalists shared 
one key trait: They were all chil­
dren from humble beginnings. 
One was the son of a truck driver, 
another grew up helping his par­
ents work in the city, and another 
was raised by a single mother who
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Portraits of Youth
For Ni, the most compelling 

aspect of esports lies in the collec­
tive stories of its players. Her film 
seeks to capture the energy and 
camaraderie that define the world 
of competitive gaming.

“I saw a lot of idealism and inno­
cence in their stories. People are 
drawn to group portraits because, in 
a crowd, they find a reflection of 
themselves — someone who repre­
sents their own hopes and dreams,” 
Ni explains.

Although she has vivid memories 
of each player’s journey, Ni and her 
team had already compiled 6,000 to 
7,000 words of background material 
on the competitors before filming 
began. The profiles of players like 
Chen and Xu Bicheng, one of the six 
who ended up in the national team, 
exceeded 30,000 words.

“While the media already pro­
vides ample coverage of the games 
and tournaments, I felt it was essen­
tial to understand these individuals 
on a deeper' level,” Ni says. “When 
they speak to me in the documenta-
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t the Hangzhou 
Asian Games in 
2023, China’s 201 
gold medals includ­
ed one that, while 
seemingly inconse­

quential, represented a milestone 
for its esports industry: a gold medal 
in the first Arena of Valor Asian 
Games Version.

The team behind the win was 
equally distinctive: six players, aged 
22 on average, who, after months of 
rigorous training, reached die pinna­
cle of Asian esports. It was both their 
debut on the national stage, and 
most likely, their last appearance.

Esports careers tend to be brief, 
often lasting just six or seven years, 
with players peaking quickly. It is a 
rapidly evolving discipline, one in 
which new stars emerge constantly, 
and the Asian Games — held once 
every four years — is a rare opportu­
nity for players to represent their 
country at the highest level.

The six contestants, from five dif­
ferent clubs at that time competing 
in the King Pro League, a profes­
sional esports league in China dedi­
cated to the mobile multiplayer 
online battle arena game Honor of 
Kings, and one of the most prestig­
ious mobile gaming competitions in 
the country featuring top teams and 
players, came together for a 
moment that is unlikely to be 
repeated.

The months leading up to the 
Asian Games were precious to the 
players. Their shared journey — 
marked by intense training, passion 
and uncertainty — was carefully 
documented on film.

Now, a year later, 32-year-old 
director Ni Meng has brought their 
story to the big screen in More 
Than a Game. Released nationwide 
on Dec 6, the documentary invites 
viewers to relive the triumph, the 
camaraderie, and the youthful vig­
or that defined this historic 
moment.

“This is a film without gaming 
barriers. I wanted to create an 
esports documentary that parents 
could understand,” Ni says.

Duan Xiaoxiong, a teacher at the 
National Academy of Chinese The­
atre Arts and a film critic, admitted 
that as someone who isn’t an 
esports fan, he hesitated before 
watching the film, concerned it 
might be too specialized for some­
one like him who has never played 
video games.

“After seeing it, I realized this is a 
film for anyone with a dream,” Duan 
says. “As the director aptly put it, 
this is a movie about people. The 
title has a dual meaning, reminding 
us that its significance extends far 
beyond the competition or the film 
itself.”

It begins with 22 young players 
selected to take part in a rigorous 
15-day training camp to compete for 
one of six spots on the national team 
for the Asian Games.

At the heart of the camp are Chen 
Zhengzheng and Peng Yunfei, both 
strong contenders, neither of whom 
made the final cut despite giving it 
their all.

At 26, Chen was particularly eager 
to represent his country. He had 
been a torchbearer at the 2018 Asian 
Games in Indonesia, an experience 
that left a lasting impact. His wish 
for success, fueled by that memory, 
didn’t come true.

Peng, who was 23 at the time, 
made a concerted effort to support 
the emotional well-being of his 
teammates, but struggled to per­
form at his best during the selection 
trials.

“Peng is from Chongqing and was 
raised by his grandmother. He 
worked in a hotpot kitchen to save 
the 2,000 yuan ($275.8) he needed

Mehmet Nemo Turker, 
Turkish entrepreneur in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong
province
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From left: The Chinese team winning the gold medal in the Arena of Valor Asian Games Version at the Hangzhou Asian Games in 2023 in the documentary More Than a Game. 
The six players representing Team China in the Arena of Valor Asian Games Version at the Asian Games encourage each other before a game. Director Ni Meng (center) 
watches the players during training, photos provided to china daily

Huaqiangbei, one of the world’s 
largest electronics markets, pro­
tided the answer for which he 
had been desperately searching. 

“Facial recognition was too 
costly but strolling through 
Huaqiangbei, I saw a motion­
sensing gaming console demon­
stration and had an epiphany. 
Why not leverage sensor technol­
ogy?” Turker says.

He combined sensors with 
normal glasses, and after a great 
deal of development and refine­
ment, launched the GlassOuse 
series. The aid enables those una­
ble to use a mouse or keyboard to 
operate smartphones and com­
puters with their heads.

“Look, even if a person cannot 
move their limbs, they can con­
trol the mouse by shaking their 
head, blinking, biting, or even 
exhaling, leveraging modern 
technology to enable people with 
disabilities to return to normal 
social interaction, life and work 
to the greatest extent possible 
under their physical limitations,” 
TUrker explains from his office in 
Longgang district, as he demon­
strated the head-controlled 
mouse he has developed.

His other companies include 
EnnoPro Group, which is focused 
on energy product R&D. His team’s 
continuous perfection of its prod­
ucts eventually caught the atten­
tion of Sony Group and led to the 
sale of a patent.

TUrker says that his company’s 
focus on hybrid vehicle batteries, 
supported by the mature indus­
trial chain in the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area, is allowing its global mar­
ket share to steadily increase. 

“As Turkiye is my homeland 
and China is my second, I will offer 
my GlassOuse products for free to 
those in need in either country. I 
hope that one day, a ‘Mr Nobody" 
like me will become somebody 
who contributes to society?’

£
In the realm of 
technological 
Innovation, I am a 
nobody, but I aspire 
to seize China’s 
development 
opportunities and 
start anew.”

Sh

ran a hardware store. Esports 
changed their lives and opened 
doors to new opportunities.

Ni and her team visited several of 
the players’ hometowns, offering 
glimpses into the environments that 
shaped them.

“Some of the players demonstrate 
surprising contrasts,” Ni says. “Take 
Xu Bicheng, for example, he seems 
like the cheerful one, but at home, 
he carries a lot of responsibility?’

As a child, Xu traveled the country 
with his father on his truck. Follow­
ing a car accident, and worried 
about his father’s safety, Xu decided 
to keep him close by renting and 
running a fishpond in their village. 

The Asian Games not only 
allowed him to develop his skills, 
but may have also brought him a bit 
of luck. In an interview in the docu­
mentary, he recounted a dream in 
which he was lifting a trophy in a 
packed arena as the crowd chanted 
his name.

Last month, that dream came 
true as Xu led AG Super Play, the 
club he normally competes with, to 
victory at the 2024 KPL finals in Bei- 
jing, as the crowd roared his name. 

Since its national preview last 
month, the documentary has drawn 
emotional responses, with many 
viewers reflecting on their own 
youthful ambitions and saying they 
were inspired by the protagonists’ 
struggles.

Go player Ke Jie, who also com­
peted at the Asian Games, is particu­
larly moved by a line from Xu’s 
interview: “The worst tiling you can 
hear is “You’ve done your best’, but 
deep down, I know I could have tried 
harder. I could have done better.” 

“I felt that deeply,” Ke says. “In 
competitions, people often say 
you’ve done your best, but you know 
there are always areas where you 
could improve.”

One online user who goes by the 
name of Choufeizhiren Wangxiaoxia 
comments on the changing view of 
gaming. “Older Chinese people have 
long seen video games as a threat... 
but in this film, these young men, 
wearing the Chinese national team 
uniform at the Asian Games, are 
challenging those stereotypes. Gam­
ers can be kind, warm and full of 
light.”

Top: Twenty-two players, with an average age of 22, participated in the national team training camp. 
Middle: Director Ni Meng (right) and coach Liu Xuexiang during a film road show in Chengdu in 
November. Above left: Ni (second from right), Xu Bicheng (second from left), who made the final 
six-player roster, and Xie Chengjun (left), who was a participant in the training camp, at a film 
road show in Beijing. Above right: Ni takes part in the recording of the film’s theme song.
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