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Happy Global to promote 
Asian goods in US market

of consumers. This approach is 
not only deepening the ties 
between Europe and China, it is 
also laying the groundwork for 
more resilient and sustainable 
partnerships.

However, building these part­
nerships requires more than stra­
tegic alignment — it hinges on 
mutual trust and transparency. 

During Tuesday’s phone conver­
sation with European Council
President Antonio Costa, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping rightly called 
on both sides to strengthen strate­
gic communication, enhance stra­
tegic mutual trust, and uphold 
their partnership.

Overcoming cultural and opera­
tional differences remains a criti­
cal challenge, but enhanced 
communication and the establish­
ment of shared governance
frameworks can pave the way for 
more integrated and enduring 
collaborations.

Trust, after all, is the bedrock of 
any successful relationship, and in 
this context, it will determine the 
future trajectory of Sino-European 
cooperation.

The shared pursuit of digital 
transformation and sustainability 
provides a powerful platform for 
mutual growth and the cultivation 
of trust. Both Europe and China 
recognize the immense opportuni­
ties that arise when technology 
and environmental objectives are 
aligned.

STUDY TOURS DRAW 
STUDENTS TO MUSEUMS

national conditions, he said.
Xi assured Dissanayake that as 

China is committed to comprehen-

the rush for the museum was so 
huge at the time, that they foiled to 
secure any tickets.

Liu was initially surprised by her 
daughter’s must-do list for her first 
visit to Beijing. The child did not 
want to see the Great Wall or eat 
Peking duck like most tourists. She 
wanted to see the national treasures 
and learn the stories behind the pre­
cious artifacts.

He expressed Sri Lanka’s commit­
ment to enhancing cooperation 
with China in a broad range of areas 
including infrastructure, energy, 
agriculture, finance, poverty reduc­
tion, digital transformation, tour­
ism and personnel training.

Noting that China is a leading 
country of die Global South and plays 
a positive role in international affairs, 
Dissanayake said Sri Lanka is willing 
to continue strengthening coordina­
tion and mutual support with China 
within a multilateral framework to 
safeguard their common interests.

Before their talks, Xi held a grand 
welcoming ceremony for Dissana­
yake at die Great Hall of the People.

A screen shows a prerecorded video message of South Korean 
President Yoon Suk-yeol addressing the nation before his arrest on 
Wednesday, while his supporters demonstrate near the presidential 
residence in Seoul, lee jin-man / ap
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ty and self-improvement among the 
countries of die Global Soutii to con­
tribute to regional peace, stability 
and prosperity, Xi added.

Dissanayake expressed his appre­
ciation for China’s significant 
achievements in the fields of econo­
my, technology and infrastructure, 
saying that China has always been a 
reliable friend and partner to Sri 
Lanka.

Sri Lanka highly values its rela­
tionship with China, firmly adheres 
to the one-China principle, and 
appreciates China’s valuable sup­
port in safeguarding its independ­
ence, sovereignty and legitimate 
rights and interests, he said.

Eco-friendly exports to see growth 
amid demand for green transition 
BUSINESS, PAGE 6

dential
suspended.

In a prerecorded message, Yoon 
said he submitted himself for ques­
tioning to avoid any bloodshed, 
though he said the investigation and 
arrest were illegal. He deplored the 
execution of the arrest warrant, 
which he described as being carried 
out by force.

Da Zliigang, a researcher at the 
Heilongjiang Provincial Academy of 
Social Sciences’ Institute of North­
east Asian Studies, said the issue of 
Yoon’s arrest has sparked a signifi­
cant societal divide in South Korea, 
as seen in the recent surge in dem­
onstrations by Yoon’s supporters as 
well as his detractors, highlighting 
the intensifying political strife 
between the ruling and opposition 
parties.

Da said the president’s statement 
showed that Yoon lacked confidence 
“in the presidential guards’ ability to 
withstand a second arrest attempt 
led by die Corruption Investigation 
Office for High-ranking Officials. 
Given this, Yoon aims to enhance his 
image and public support by volun­
tarily cooperating with the arrest to 
avoid conflict”.

Although polls have indicated 
that most South Koreans disap­
proved of Yoon’s martial law decla-

etermined to find a study 
tour slot for her 11-year-old 
daughter at the National 

Museum of China in Beijing, Liu
Zhengqun had been monitoring the 
programs offered by the country’s 
leading museum since December. 
Last week, she secured a place in a 
two-hour study tour for her daugh­
ter, who had been waiting for this 
chance since last summer.

“My daughter asked me to take 
her to the museum during the sum­
mer vacation,” said Liu, from 
Wuhan in Hubei province. However,

- ♦-
Growing fascination with history 
fuels boom in educational visits

ration and supported his impeach­
ment, the prolonged political 
standoff lias energized his support­
ers, leading to a resurgence of sup­
port for his People Power Party, the 
country’s ruling party, in recent 
weeks.

According to the latest Realmeter 
poll results released on Monday, 
support for the PPP had reached 
40.8 percent, while the main oppo­
sition Democratic Party’s support 
was at 42.2 percent. The difference 
fells within the margin of error and 
represents a significant narrowing 
from the previous week’s 10.8 per­
centage point gap.

The Corruption Investigation 
Office for High-ranking Officials 
said on Wednesday that during the 
investigation, the impeached presi­
dent consistently refused to make 
any statements and declined to 
allow the questioning process to be 
recorded or videotaped.

Zhan Debin, director of the Cen­
ter for Korean Peninsula Studies at 
Shanghai University of Internation­
al Business and Economics, said 
that Yoon’s arrest is of strong sym­
bolic significance and is likely to 
expedite judicial proceedings.

Kwon Ki-sik, a former presiden­
tial secretary for monitoring of state 
affairs, said the arrest is likely to 
expedite the Constitutional Court’s 
review of Yoon’s impeachment case, 
and a verdict could be reached as 
soon as mid-March.

Yoon’s legal team issued a state­
ment on Wednesday saying that the 
CIO does not have the authority to 
investigate the president, and the 
arrest warrant was illegal. The team 
vowed to hold the CIO and the 
police legally accountable for what 
it called the unlawful execution of 
the arrest warrant.

Da, the Heilongjiang researcher, 
said that Yoon’s case will likely lead 
to a prolonged struggle. “The CIO 
will try to speed up the investigation 
in collaboration with the Defense 
Ministry and the police. The ruling 
party will use favorable laws to 
defend and countersue.

www. chinadailyglobal.com 

A member of

In recent years, the shift from 
globalization to localization lias 
marked a profound transforma­
tion in the dynamics of China-Eu­
rope business collaboration. This 
transition, driven by the impera­
tive to bring producers closer to 
consumers, is reshaping how both 

regions address local 
demands while fos­
tering greater eco­
nomic inclusivity.

It is crucial to
recognize that localization does 
not contradict globalization; rath­
er, it represents a reimagined 
framework for globalization — 
one enabled by new technology, 
which facilitates a more distribut­
ed and adaptive global network. 

By prioritizing localization, 
businesses are adapting to mod­
em supply chain challenges and 
meeting the evolving preferences
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Deals signed to bolster 
high-quality Belt and 
Road construction

South Korean President Yoon 
Suk-yeol was arrested at the presi­
dential residence on Wednesday, 
becoming the country’s first sitting 
president to be kept in custody.

South Korean investigators 
announced early Wednesday that 
they had arrested the impeached 
president during their second 
attempt to execute the arrest warrant 

Yoon’s arrest is a result of his dec­
laration on Dec 3 of martial law, 
which the National Assembly over­
turned just hours later. On Dec 14, 

tiie National Assembly 
Inside voted to impeach 
-------------- Yoon, and a trial is 
Comment, underway in the 
page 11

Innovation lights 
a bright path for 
Shanxi’s lanterns

Yoon taken into custody 
after month of standoff

nation’s Constitution­
al Court. Yoon’s presi- 

powers have been

China and Sri Lanka have out­
lined a plan to further boost high-
quality Belt and Road cooperation,
amid a series of agreements they
signed on Wednesday to enhance
bilateral ties.

President Xi Jinping and visiting
Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake witnessed the signing
of the cooperation documents
between the two countries, includ­
ing an agreement on Sri Lanka’s
export of agricultural products to
China, after their official talks at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

Xi told Dissanayake that China
will actively support Sri Lanka in
focusing on economic development,
and will advance high-quality Belt
and Road cooperation, enhance col­
laboration in fields such as modem
agriculture, the digital economy and
tiie marine economy, and create new
highlights in bilateral cooperation.

In response, the Sri Lankan presi­
dent said that his country remains
committed to joint construction of
the Belt and Road to enhance mutu­
al connectivity in the region, and
welcomes more investment from
Chinese enterprises.

Dissanayake started a four-day
state visit to China on Tuesday, and
analysts said the trip has far-reach­
ing economic and geopolitical impli­
cations. This is his first visit to China
since taking office as Sri Lankan
president in September, and his sec­
ond overseas trip, following a visit to
India in mid-December.

In recent years, China has deep­
ened its strategic cooperative part­
nership with Sri Lanka with
fruitful outcomes on Belt and Road
cooperation, including the build­
ing of a container terminal in the
Sri Lankan capital of Colombo, as
well as roads and railways, and the
development of Hambantota Port
and Port City Colombo.

During then' talks, Xi emphasized
the long-standing traditional friend- President Xi Jinping hosts a welcoming ceremony for Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
ship between China and Sri Lanka, before their talks at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Wednesday. The Sri Lankan president 
He said that over the 68 years since started a four-day state visit to China on Tuesday, wang zhuangfei / china daily

they established diplomatic relations,
the two countries have maintained a
healthy and stable relationship, set- eignty and territorial integrity, as
ting an example of friendly coexist- well as its independent choice of tiie
ence and mutually beneficial development path that suits its
cooperation between nations.

Xi said that China-Sri Lanka rela­
tions now face historical opportuni­
ties to build on past achievements sively deepening reform and
and open up new prospects. He advancing tiie modernization drive,
called for both sides to handle their new opportunities will be created
relationship from a strategic per- for Sri Lanka’s development.
spective and work together to build He also expressed the country’s
a China-Sri Lanka community with willingness to strengthen coordina-
a shared future. tion and cooperation with Sri Lanka

China is committed to taking Sri in multilateral institutions such as
Lanka as a priority in its foreign rela- the United Nations, and to work
tions, and pledges continued sup- together to address major global
port for the country in safeguarding challenges like climate change.
its national independence, sover- Both countries should uphold uni-

o
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Museums: Inspiring, educating millions
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study tours per day, catering to 60 femilies. Despite 
their best efforts, they could not meet the significant 
demand from families visiting the museum from other 
cities. In November, students from several middle 
schools in Beijing and Shanghai visited the museum to 
participate in the tours.

Cheng’s team also received invitations from schools 
in Fujian, Guangdong, and the Inner Mongolia Auton­
omous Region to conduct in-classroom study tours. 
For these, the museum provides multimedia materials 
and creative products related to hands-on activities. 

“They want to learn something during their visit 
while also having fun and relaxing. This is what people 
expect from study tours. And museums have made 
great efforts to meet these demands in the past two 
years,” Cheng said.

She added that she could see the rapid increase in 
the number of students visiting museums, a trend sup­
ported by policies issued by government bodies at all 
levels.

museums to collaborate with schools to promote tradi­
tional culture in an engaging manner. The most recent 
initiative, implemented in September, provides gui­
dance on supporting archaeological sites to carry out 
study activities and calls for organizing more archaeol­
ogy-themed tours.

Additionally, governments of various cities have 
implemented concrete policies to support this initiative. 

Liu Kun, head of the public education department at 
Shenzhen Museum in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, 
mentioned that the department has been receiving lots 
of calls from schools every day since the local govern­
ment announced a policy requiring students to spend 
half a day each week at cultural institutions in October. 

“We have very limited number of workers to deal with 
such a big demand from schools,” said Liu. In fact, the 
museum only lias three employees focusing on study 
tours and programs.

The museum collaborates with schools to co-produce 
guidebooks for each exhibition, to help teachers and stu­
dents learn from the book while visiting. However, it’s 
still not enough to meet the massive demand.

During the summer vacation, the museum remained 
open for over 40 consecutive days, with peak daily 
attendance reaching approximately 25,000 visitors. As a 
result, it had to reduce the number of study tours due to 
a lack of staff.

“We really hope to engage the education system and 
some qualified social institutions to offer high-quality 
study tours with us,” Liu said.

Museum study tours can be categorized into three 
types: school-led, museum-led, and institution-led.
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“The school has been encouraging students to go to 
museums and explore more outside of classes. Study 
tours in museums are really popular now?’ said Liu.

At a meeting held by the National Cultural Heritage 
Administration on Jan 8, it was announced that 
museums around the country had received more than 
1.4 billion visitors in 2024. With people’s fascination 
for museums growing, the past year has seen the edu­

cational function of 
museums being signifi­
cantly enhanced and 
study tours becoming 
increasingly popular.

Zhou Jingcheng, 
director of the public 
education department 
at the National Museum

of China, said the popularity of museum study tours lias 
increased rapidly over the past two years, leading to a 
boom.

Last year, the National Museum of China provided 
education services to middle schools hi Beijing as many 
as 1,326 times, serving more than 38,000 students. At 
the same time, a large number of people from outside 
Beijing also came to the National Museum to participate 
in study programs.

“These study tours are designed to be very interesting 
and interactive and have been received warmly by chil­
dren and teenagers. Many return to participate in differ­
ent tours,” said Zhou.

The museum’s study tours are generally divided into 
two categories: one focuses on showcasing China’s long 
history, with each program concentrating on a different 
dynasty, mainly targeting middle school students; the 
other highlights China’s unique cultural symbols, cover­
ing four areas: art, science, intangible cultural heritage, 
and music, dance and clothes.

A regular study tour, often held on weekends, usually 
lasts two hours and includes a visit to an exhibition, a 
classroom session, and a hands-on activity, such as mak­
ing a cup of tea after learning about China’s tea culture. 

In an effort to diversify its offerings, the museum 
introduced six outdoor tours to archaeological sites in 
other provinces last year, including Hebei, Shanxi, 
and Shaanxi. These trips, lasting three to five days, 
allow participants to experience the role of archaeolo­
gists firsthand. The outdoor tours, which are open to 
both children and adults, have proven to be extremely 
popular.

The museum’s four-day winter camps, set to open in 
mid-January, sold out within two days at the end of 
December.

“The popularity of museum study tours can be partly 
attributed to people’s increasing demand for high-quali­
ty spiritual products. Museums’ efforts to provide inter­
esting and various programs are also important,” said 
Zhou, who is also director of the special committee on 
public education of the Chinese Museum Association.

Institution-led programs are developed independently 
by organizations such as travel agencies, cultural com­
panies or study tour institutions. These programs cur­
rently dominate the market in terms of quantity, variety 
of themes, and number of participants, said Zheng Yi, 
director of the Department of Cultural Heritage and 
Museology at Fudan University.

School-led and museum-led study tours are relatively 
fewer in number, and thus cannot fully meet the market 
demand. Consequently, institution-led museum study 
programs have gradually become a popular choice 
among consumers, said Zheng.

There are controversies surrounding museum study 
tours led by third-party institutions. For instance, the 
explanations given during these tours are often not 
accurate and can mislead students. The high demand 
for these study tours also makes it difficult for other visi­
tors to secure reservations. Also, groups of students 
crowding around a piece of artifact can disrupt the view­
ing experience of others.

‘To ensure the healthy development of study tours, 
scientific guidance is necessary. It’s better to manage 
and guide these activities rather than block them,” sug­
gested Zheng.

Zhou, the expert from the Chinese Museum Associa­
tion, said the healthy development of museum study 
tours will happen over time. The quick boom has led to 
problems. The National Museum of China where he 
works is working on a guidance to standardize study 
tour sendees in museums.

In future, he said that technology could help meet the 
increasing demand.

Diversified tours
The popular Jinsha Site Museum in Chengdu, North­

western China’s Sichuan province, has been conduct­
ing study tours since 2014. The spacious museum 
includes several exhibition halls, a relics hall where vis­
itors can see the archaeological site itself, and a garden 
area that recreates the natural environment of ancient 
times.

In the past two years, the museum has organized 
about 140 study tours. These tours offer hands-on 
experiences such as working as an archaeologist, 
repairing relics, making golden wares and learning 
about ancient architecture.

According to He Lili, director of the museum’s public 
education department, the interest in these programs 
lias grown significantly. She has worked at the muse­
um for a decade and recalls that 10 years ago, the Jun­
ior Interpreter study program received only a few 
dozen applications each year. Last year, the museum 
received more than 1,000 applications.

The museum is dedicated to promoting the culture 
of the more than 3000-year-old Shu civilization. Many 
of the tours are specifically designed to focus on this 
ancient civilization.

For instance, the museum offered a four-day tour 
that allowed children to visit various locations to learn 
about the Shu civilization from different perspectives, 
including archaeological sites and other museums. 
During the tour, participants even had the unique 
opportunity to spend a night at the museum, sleeping 
in tents set up in the exhibition halls.

Last year, to make the tours more appealing, the 
museum partnered with a Shu embroidery factory 
and a lacquerware factory. Participants were invited 
to experience these traditional crafts firsthand after 
learning about related relics in the exhibition halls. 

“Museums have become an important destination 
for family education. On Children’s Day, long lines 
form at the entrance from early morning, with many 
parents bringing their children, hoping to take part 
in our study tour. This did not happen previously,” 
said He.

Open to the public since 2019, the Confucius Muse­
um in Qufu, Shandong province, capitalized on the 
trend of study tours in 2023 by launching several 
attractive educational products.

The museum is dedicated to the life, teachings and 
legacy of Confucius, the renowned Chinese philoso­
pher and educator. It showcases a vast collection of 
artifacts, manuscripts and historical relics related to 
Confucius and Confucianism. Its tours are designed to 
enable visitors to explore details of Confucius’ life, as 
well as his philosophical ideas.

One popular program centers on its large collection 
of traditional clothes from the Ming and Qing dynas­
ties (1368-1911), allowing participants to make replicas 
of antique robes. Another standout program focuses 
on food cooked in the Confucius family, where partici­
pants can prepare the same cakes as those made by the 
ancient people.

Cheng Liqi, director of the Confucius Museum’s pub­
lic education department, mentioned that during the 
National Day holiday in October, they conducted three

Policy and guidance
Early in 2016, the Ministry of Education and 11 other 

ministries jointly issued a guidance on promoting 
study tours for primary and secondary school stu­
dents. Subsequently, lists of study tour destinations 
were circulated widely by government bodies. This 
form of study, characterized by “going out,” is seen as 
an innovative way to connect school education with 
extracurricular education.

The National Cultural Heritage Administration lias 
also launched several supporting policies to encourage

X’aT'

■ y

jS

CT

r*-I

V k
I

1

N

7

/

\S

i ■"

V 
\\ \

I
1

K

PS

Es

K

itj

/

\

it I 

fee



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/19/2025 1:15:35 PM
CHINA DAILY | GLOBALEDITION Thursday, January 16,2025 | 3

TOP NEWS

China, Vietnam Vibrant display

vow to enhance &
•3A •Ah

From page 1

cooperation •l

*

ji

5*’

ay.

Agencies contributed to this story.

Biden’s move sparks concerns over Japan-US ties

Little explorer

X

0
4

I

Partnership: Strategic, collaborative approach essential to build trust
From page 1

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/19/2025 1:15:35 PM

I
2

■ ?

conductor, China’s second-largest 
bespoke chipmaker, to manufac­
ture microcontroller chips in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province, by 
the end of 2025.

These joint projects showcase the 
potential of innovation-driven part­
nerships to transcend borders and 
foster a sense of global responsibility. 

Central to this vision of collabo­
ration is a commitment to human 
capital. Investing in workforce 
development is critical for both 
regions to keep pace with rapid 
technological advancements. Edu­
cational programs designed to 
build digital and transformative 
skills can prepare employees for the 
demands of the future.

Partnerships with universities play 
a pivotal role in cultivating a new gen­
eration of talent, one that is not only 
skilled but also ready to drive innova­
tion in emerging industries. Recent 
initiatives between Chinese and 
European universities, particularly 
those in Italy and Fiance, underscore 
the importance of placing people at 
the heart of economic progress. 

Last year, the China-France Uni­

versity Presidents’ Forum hosted at 
Tongji University in Shanghai 
explored ways to develop engineer­
ing talent through sustainable 
higher education.

Similarly, the China-Italy Univer­
sity Rectors Dialogue Meeting held 
at Peking University in Beijing in 
November, which was attended by 
Italian President Sergio Mattarella, 
resulted in new academic agree­
ments and the launch of an initia­
tive to expand European youth 
exchanges in China.

Another pillar' of successful coop­
eration lies in enhancing the resil­
ience of supply chains. Emerging 
technologies provide unprecedented 
opportunities to strengthen these 
operations, ensuring that businesses 
can adapt to disruptions with agility. 
Digital tools offer greater transpar­
ency and efficiency, which are key to 
creating supply chains that are not 
only robust but also competitive in 
the global market.

rations for a sustainable and digital­
ly empowered future. As 2025 marks 
the 50th anniversary' of EU-China 
diplomatic relations, this milestone 
serves as a crucial moment to reflect 
on tire progress made and to envi­
sion a deeper, more dynamic part­
nership for die decades ahead. 

Policymakers, businesses and 
academic institutions shall priori­
tize joint initiatives that capitalize 
on their shared strengths, ensuring 
long-term progress and mutual 
benefit. By embracing collabora­
tion, innovation and people-cen­
tered initiatives, both regions can 
position themselves as leaders in 
global progress.

This is not merely a partnership 
of convenience; it presents a bold 
vision of what is possible when two 
economic powerhouses join forces 
to address the challenges and 
opportunities of our time. Together, 
we can drive meaningful change 
and inspire a model of cooperation 
that benefits the entire world.

Compliance with European regu­
lations is essential for ensuring 
smooth market entry.

Beyond compliance, leveraging 
local expertise through partner­
ships with established European 
firms can help Chinese companies 
overcome market entry challenges. 
These collaborations provide valua­
ble insights into the nuances of 
local markets, which are often 
shaped by language, culture and 
tradition.

Establishing joint ventures with 
trusted European counterparts can 
further strengthen these relation­
ships by sharing investment risks 
and resources. In addition, collabo­
ration with academic institutions 
and research centers can offer 
access to local expertise while 
enhancing innovation potential. 
Such partnerships not only foster 
goodwill with public authorities but 
also signal a commitment to con­
tributing positively to the local 
economy.

Europe and China stand on the 
threshold of a new era in their rela­
tionship, one defined by shared aspi­

The author is president ofChinaEU,
a Brussels-based association pro­
moting China-Europe business
cooperation in the digital area. The 
views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

optimize cross-border e-commerce 
supply chains illustrate the poten­
tial of technology-driven supply 
chain resilience. By embracing new 
technologies, companies can navi­
gate uncertainties and build the 
flexibility needed to thrive in a rap­
idly changing world.

For Chinese businesses seeking to 
expand their presence in Europe, a 
strategic and collaborative approach 
is essential to build trust. Success 
requires more than market entry; it 
demands a deep understanding of 
local dynamics and a commitment 
to aligning with European regula­
tions and business practices. Chi­
nese companies must clearly define 
their objectives and seek partner­
ships with European firms to 
achieve them.

Engaging in open dialogue with 
local governments and industry bod­
ies is an important first step in iden­
tifying opportunities and navigating 
regulatory frameworks. Hosting col­
laborative events, such as workshops 
and forums, can also foster stronger 
connections and a clearer under­
standing of project feasibility.

A dragon dance is performed on Tuesday in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, as part of celebrations to
mark the upcoming Spring Festival, phearum / xinhua

This dual focus offers the chance to 
create a greener and more inclusive 
global economy, where collaborative 
initiatives can drive meaningful 
progress for both local and global 
communities.

A notable example is the partner­
ship between China’s CALL and Ger­
many’s BMW, which focuses on 
developing sustainable battery tech­
nologies to support the transition to 
electric vehicles in Europe Such col­
laborations not only advance techno­
logical innovation but also underscore 
the importance of aligning environ­
mental goals across regions. 

Hungary’s plan of undertaking a 
$2 billion infrastructure project in 
Debrecen to transform the coun­
try’s second-largest city into one of 
Europe’s biggest battery production 
hubs highlights how the European- 
Chinese business collaboration in 
localization can benefit the local 
economy.

Similarly, European chipmaker 
STMicroelectronics announced its 
collaboration with Hua Hong Semi­

tial threats to US trade protection. 
Critics also questioned whether 
Nippon Steel would safeguard 
American jobs — a concern echoed 
by the United Steelworkers union, 
which firmly opposed the deal.

The Yomiuri Shimbun, Japan’s 
largest newspaper in terms of circu­
lation and influence, criticized Bid­
en’s order for opening the door to 
problems in Japan-US relations. Nip­
pon Steel is reportedly the first Japa­
nese company to face such scrutiny 
on national security grounds.

“It is greatly disappointing that 
Biden reached his final decision 
without fully considering the 
importance of the Japan-US rela­
tionship, which has developed 
through mutual cooperation since 
the end of World War II,” the news­
paper’s editorial read.

The Yomiuri Shimbun also noted 
that Biden’s actions appear to align 
with a growing trend toward pro­
tectionism, echoing sentiments 
previously associated with US Pres­
ident-elect Donald Trump, whose 
“America First” stance emphasized 
tariff policies and trade barriers.

Critics in Japan see Biden’s deci­
sion as emblematic of an inward- 
looking shift in US policy, prompting 
warnings about the broader imphea­
tions for bilateral ties.

Former Japanese prime minister 
Yukio Hatoyama openly criticized 
Biden in a social media post. “This 
is a poor decision by politicians 
who want votes,” Hatoyama wrote, 
urging the Japanese government to 
support Nippon Steel and calling 
tiie situation “an opportunity for 
Japan’s independence”.

The backlash highlights growing 
unease in Tokyo over how Washing­
ton’s evolving economic priorities 
might impact its closest allies, rais­
ing questions about the durability of 
trust in the decades-long alliance.

Japan has been the top source of 
foreign investment in the US for five 
consecutive years, according to the

Xi urges nations to push for stronger growth of 
socialist cause during phone talks with To Lam
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US government actions and 
encourage other nations to adopt 
similar reasoning to protect their 
own industries, potentially disad­
vantaging US commercial inter­
ests, Danzman wrote.

“By labeling Nippon Steel as a 
national security threat, rather than 
a national security asset, the United 
States makes it harder for its allies 
and partners to trust that it is a reli­
able partner,” she said. “This will 
frustrate progress in developing 
more resilient supply chains around 
a range of critical items beyond 
steel, including critical minerals, 
electric vehicle batteries, semicon­
ductors and biotechnologies.”

US digital news outlet Politico 
noted that Biden’s decision sends a 
troubling signal to foreign compa­
nies that political and diplomatic 
considerations might take prece­
dence over business strategy when 
evaluating investments in the US.

Ttump, who opposed the Nippon 
Steel deal during his first term, lias 
reiterated his stance against the 
acquisition — at least for now.

However, some analysts and 
former Trump officials remain 
optimistic that Trump’s history of 
fostering foreign direct investment 
and his somewhat favorable rela­
tions with Japan during his first 
term might outweigh his “America 
First” rhetoric. If the deal reemer­
ges under Thimp’s administration, 
he could seize the opportunity to 
renegotiate it on terms more favor­
able to his political agenda.

Cai Liang, director of the North­
east Asia Research Center at the 
Shanghai Institutes for Internation­
al Studies, expressed skepticism 
over Japan’s ability to influence the 
outcome. “Japan can do little 
beyond voicing concerns. Nippon 
Steel’s lawsuit against the Biden 
administration is more of a symbol­
ic gesture to navigate an awkward 
situation than a practical effort to 
change the result,” Cai said.

“What’s clear is that this political 
turmoil harms South Korea’s 
national image and economy. South 
Korea’s national instability may also 
increase regional uncertainty,” Da 
added.

In late December, the exchange 
rate of the South Korean won at one 
point plummeted to 1,487 against 
the US dollar, the lowest in more 
than 15 years.

When asked about Yoon’s arrest 
at a regular news conference on 
Wednesday, Chinese Foreign Min­
istry spokesman Guo Jiakun said 
that he would not comment on 
South Korea’s domestic affairs. 

“China and the ROK are impor­
tant neighbors and cooperation 
partners. China stands ready to 
work with the ROK for the sound 
and steady growth of bilateral rela­
tions,” Guo said.

President Xi Jinping has called on 
China and Vietnam to maintain 
close high-level exchanges, push for 
more outcomes of bilateral coopera­
tion, and promote people-to-people 
exchanges, as the two countries ush­
er in the 75th anniversary of their 
diplomatic relations this year.

Xi, who is also general secretary of 
tiie Communist Party of China Cen­
tral Committee, made the remarks 
on Wednesday during phone talks 
with General Secretary of the Com­
munist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee To Lam.

The conversation came several 
months after the Vietnamese leader 
visited China in August, soon after 
taking office as general secretary 
that same month.

Xi said progress has been made in 
implementing the consensus reached 
in August between the two leaders.

As 2025 marks the final year of 
China’s 14th Five-Year Plan (2021- 
25) and is a crucial year for the CPV 
to prepare for its 14th National Party 
Congress, Xi said this year bears 
great significance for both China 
and Vietnam.

The two sides should continue to 
build up their parties, strengthen 
exchanges on socialist theories and 
practice, and push for the stronger 
development of the socialist cause 
amid ongoing global transformation, 
he said.

Xi stressed the need to give full play 
to the political guiding role of high- 
level exchanges and called for efforts 
to promote mutually beneficial coop­
eration to achieve more results.

China and Vietnam should step up 
connectivity, jointly build a frontier 
platform for cooperation on new 
quality productive forces, and build 
stable and smooth cross-border 
industrial and supply chains, he said.

US President Joe Biden’s deci­
sion to block the acquisition of US 
Steel by Japan’s Nippon Steel has 
raised fresh questions about the 
state of economic and diplomatic 
relations between the United 
States and its key Asian ally.

Experts see the move as a signifi­
cant indicator of how Washington 
perceives its economic ties with 
Tokyo, if not the broader bilateral 
relationship. On Jan 3, Biden cited 
national security concerns for halt­
ing the proposed $15 billion deal. 
However, on Saturday, the compa­
nies announced that the US admin­
istration would delay enforcing the 
order until June.

Observers noted that the delay 
will allow time for court review of 
the lawsuits filed by both US Steel 
and Nippon Steel. The lawsuits 
claim that the Biden administra­
tion and the Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States 
violated constitutional due process 
guarantees, statutory' procedural 
requirements, and engaged in 
unlawful political interference.

During a virtual meeting on 
Monday with Biden and Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr, 
Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba urged the US leader to 
address concerns brewing in both 
Japanese and American business 
communities over the acquisition’s 
uncertain fate.

“Trust has been greatly dam­
aged, and it is unclear what will be 
required to undo the harm,” read 
an editorial in the Japan Times. “It 
is difficult to imagine a greater 
blow to the alliance — but now 
Japan must wonder if such a shock 
could be in its future.”

Politicians in the US were quick 
to oppose Nippon Steel’s acquisi­
tion of US Steel, citing concerns 
over national security and poten-

A

Giant panda cub Lang Yue, who was born last year, explores for the 
first time the indoor enclosure at Ouwehands Zoo in Rhenen, the
Netherlands, on Tuesday, piroschka van de wouw / Reuters

China is Vietnam’s largest trading 
partner, and bilateral trade, which 
exceeded 1.67 trillion yuan ($227.8 
billion) in the first 11 months of last 
year, is characterized by a diverse 
range of goods, including electron­
ics, machinery, textiles and agricul­
tural products.

Xi called on the two neighboring 
countries to engage their peoples 
in exchanges with a human touch, 
strengthen cooperation in such 
areas as media, tourism and youth, 
and build more projects in the pub­
lic interest.

The two countries should also 
strengthen coordination on global 
and regional issues, uphold interna­
tional fairness and justice, and joint­
ly build a community with a shared 
future for mankind, he added.

To Lam expressed to Xi his sincere 
condolences over the loss of lives and 
property caused by the earthquake 
in Dingri county in southwestern 
China’s Xizang autonomous region. 

Noting that Vietnam will continue 
to consider the relationship with 
China a top priority in its foreign 
policy, the Vietnamese leader said 
his country will strengthen strategic 
communication between the two 
parties and countries, enhance poli­
cycoordination, and jointly organize 
activities to celebrate the 75 th anni­
versary of the establishment of dip­
lomatic relations.

He also said that Vietnam will 
make joint efforts with China to 
properly manage and resolve differ­
ences, and to promote the building 
of a Vietnam-China community 
with a shared future that carries 
strategic significance.

The two leaders also jointly 
announced the official launch of the 
China-Vietnam Year of People-to-Peo- 
ple Exchanges, and they exchanged 
greetings ahead of Spring Festival, 
wishing the people of both countries 
good health and prosperity.

US Bureau of Economic Analysis. 
However, The Yomiuri Shimbun 
cautioned that Biden’s “unreasona­
ble” decision to block Nippon Steel’s 
acquisition could dampen future 
investments in the US.

The US Chamber of Commerce 
echoed the concern, highlighting 
Japan’s role as an “important and 
reliable ally” whose investments sup­
port nearly 1 million American jobs. 
“The decision could have a chilling 
effect on international investment in 
America,” the Chamber warned.

Chen Youjun, a researcher at the 
Shanghai Institutes for Interna­
tional Studies, interpreted the 
move as an instance of political 
interference in business.

“At the political level, tiie United 
Steelworkers — a coalition of 1.2 
million active and retired members 
across the US, Canada and the Car­
ibbean — strongly opposed the 
Nippon Steel deal and has been 
lobbying aggressively in Washing­
ton. Biden’s decision reflects the 
influence of domestic conservative 
politics,” he said.

Chen noted the business advan­
tages of the deal, emphasizing Nip­
pon Steel’s technological edge. 
“Nippon Steel’s technology and 
strength far exceed those of US 
Steel. Its proposed acquisition 
could help revitalize the American 
company, which has supported the 
deal,” he said.

Sarah Bauerle Danzman, a politi­
cal scientist at Indiana University, 
wrote on the Atlantic Council web­
site that Biden’s decision risks under­
mining the US’ global economic 
standing. “This creates troubling 
risks for America’s position in the 
global economy, which could worsen 
in the years to come,” she said.

The Biden administration’s 
move has also raised fears of an 
expanded use of national security 
claims to justify intervention in 
economic transactions. Such over­
reach could erode the legitimacy of

Business relations
For example, JD Logistics’ part­

nerships with European firms to 
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global for IP protection427
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Natural disaster management a priority
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tember 2022. She has been engaged 
in diplomatic work for over 27 years, 
spending most of her professional 
career in the ministry’s Department 
of Asian Affairs. The department 
manages news coverage on major 
diplomatic events, guides China’s 
overseas diplomatic missions on 
information dissemination and pro­
vides services to foreign media orga­
nizations and foreign journalists in 
China, the ministry’s website said.

help companies and people in such 
matters as business contracting, land 
development and job promo­
tions. From May 2005 to the second 
half of2023, Wang accepted property 
and money totaling over 129 million 
yuan directly or through other peo­
ple, prosecutors said. Wang con­
fessed his crimes. The court said 
sentencing would be announced at a 
later date.

XINHUA - CHINA DAILY
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year, with 1,321 waterways across the 
country rising above flood control 
warning levels, the statement said. 
Of these, 67 rivers recorded their 
most severe deluges on record.

Severe droughts also affected 
large areas of Southwest China, 
North China, Northwest China, and 
regions between the Yellow and 
Huaihe rivers, it added.

Despite these challenges, the min­
istry highlighted its success in miti­
gating disasters, emphasizing that 
efforts “effectively safeguarded lives 
and property while minimizing dis- 
aster-related losses to the utmost 
degree” This accomplishment con­
tributed to China’s record grain out­
put of 700 million metric tons in 
2024, it noted.

Looking ahead, the ministry 
warned of an increasingly dire situa­
tion as extreme weather events 
become more frequent, calling for 
sustained vigilance and a deeper 
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understanding of die nation’s still-in- 
adequate flood defense capabilities. 

The statement underscored the 
urgent need to accelerate the mod­
ernization of China’s flood control 
and disaster mitigation systems to 
“proactively tackle challenges posed 
by extreme weather conditions”.

The ministry outlined eight priori­
ties for 2025, with enhancing flood 
and drought control systems at the 
top of the list Beyond engineering 
improvements, the ministry aims to 
strengthen monitoring and forecast­
ing systems and better coordinate 
related efforts. It plans to leverage 
information technologies to advance 
water resource management.

By promoting a space-air-ground- 
water integrated monitoring sys­
tem, the ministry intends to 
expedite the establishment of digi­
tal twins for river basins, water net­
works and management projects, 
enabling more intelligent oversight.

Chinese enterprises going global 
for intellectual property protection 
is intensifying, following a notable 
increase in the enterprises’ patent 
and trademark applications over­
seas, an official from the country’s 
top IP regulator said.

Last year, the number of patents 
and trademarks applied for by 
domestic entities overseas continued 
rising, “meaning that more innova­
tors have realized the use of IP rights 
to expand the international market 
and make themselves more competi­
tive in the world” Hu Wenhui, deputy 
head of the China National Intellec­
tual Property Administration, said at 
a news conference on Wednesday.

Data released at the conference 
showed that the number of interna­
tional design applications submit­
ted by Chinese enterprises and 
individuals through the Hague 
Agreement ranked first in the world 
last year, reaching4,868, an increase 
of 29.5 percent year-on-year.

The administration also received 
7,039 applications for the World 
Intellectual Property Organization’s

A 6-meter-tall mechanical polar 
bear named “Beibei” is drawing 
crowds to Bear Cave Street, a cyber- 
punk-themed destination that has 
become a social media sensation in 
Dalian, Liaoning province.

Unveiled in mid-2022, the 
attraction occupies less than 
10,000 square meters and was 
transformed from an old factory 
workshop. In 2023, it welcomed 1.5 
million visitors, with 60 percent 
coming from outside the city.

Beibei, weighing 25 metric tons 
and featuring 200 movable joints, 
performs daily shows that capti­
vate audiences. On Tuesday, a 
crowd gathered as the mechanical 
bear blinked, shook its head and 
“awoke”, prompting cheers. Operat­
ed by a technician, Beibei interacts 
with individuals in the audience, 
creating a lifelike experience.

“When I waved to it, it turned its 
head and blew air, making it seem 
alive,” said a visitor from Beijing. 

Xiao Di, founder of Dalian Betop 
Culture Technology Co and the 
architect of Bear Cave Street, said 
the street is more than a commer­
cial venue. It preserves the city’s 
industrial heritage while introduc­
ing a vibrant, modern aesthetic.

Located in Shahekou district’s 
Wisdom Park, the project revital­
ized a site that once housed a facto­
ry established in 1930. The 
industrial park spans 200,000 
square meters. ‘We’ve turned it 
into a new landmark for urban lei­
sure tourism,” Xiao said.

year in prison with a one-year 
reprieve and fined 5,000 yuan.

The Supreme People’s Court 
approved the ruling, saying it 
struck a balance between punish­
ment and ecological protection. 

“The punishment serves as a 
deterrent to others and helps to 
protect biodiversity and maintain 
ecological balance in the park,” it 
said, adding that it also encourag­
es residents and tourists to safe­
guard their environment.

The court emphasized the sig­
nificance of national parks in bio­
diversity conservation and called 
for stricter enforcement of envi­
ronmental laws to support the 
country’s goals for green develop­
ment and carbon neutrality.

China has made strides in han­
dling environmental cases over the 
past decade. The number of envi­
ronmental adjudication divisions, 
including specialized tribunals 
and panels, grew to 2,813 in 2023 
from 134 in 2014, making China’s 
judicial system the most extensive 
of its kind globally.

The top court has also issued 21 
judicial interpretations and 22 
legal guidelines to improve the 
accuracy and efficiency of environ­
mental case handling.

Highlighting the role of national 
parks in beautifying the country 
and preserving biodiversity, the 
court urged all levels of the judici­
ary to promote harmony between 
humanity and nature through the 
rule of law and to accelerate the 
green transformation of socioeco­
nomic development.

The Ministry of Water Resources 
announced on Wednesday that it 
will prioritize enhancing China’s 
flood and drought control systems 
this year, as the nation grapples with 
the increasing frequency of extreme 
weather events driven by the cli­
mate crisis.

The pledge came in a statement 
released after the ministry’s annual 
work conference, held on Monday 
and TUesday, which reviewed 2024 
achievements and set goals for the 
year ahead.

Reflecting on its handling of 
widespread flooding and drought 
disasters last year, the ministry 
urged heightened vigilance among 
officials in response to extreme 
weather conditions.

China’s seven longest rivers expe­
rienced 26 major flooding events last

7

even turned to me before the explo­
ration to learn about how to prevent 
IP risks if they are to produce and 
sell goods abroad.”

To strongly protect the IP rights of 
domestic innovators and encourage 
more of them to go global, Hu said 
that the administration established 
33 IP protection centers nationwide 
last year, with optimized services to 
guide the enterprises in conducting 
self-inspections of export products 
and the handling of overseas cases. 

Meanwhile, in response to meas­
ures taken for the upcoming 9th 
Asian Winter Games, Guo Wen, 
another official from the adminis­
tration, said that a campaign to fight 
IP infringements involving the 
sporting event has been underway 
since the end of last year.

“We’ve registered 19 special sym­
bols of the event, such as the 
emblem and mascots, to strengthen 
IP protection, and also opened a 
quick channel to review patent 
applications related to the games,” 
she said.

The administration has also 
urged major online platforms, 
including Douyin, Kuaishou, JD and 
Pinduoduo, to take steps to protect 
IP rights while selling authorized 
products related to the Games, 
which will be hosted in Harbin, Hei­
longjiang province, from Feb 7 to 14.

China has discovered 427 mil­
lion metric tons of oil in the San­
menxia Basin, marking a 
significant breakthrough for 
small and medium-sized basin 
exploration, the China Geologi­
cal Survey said on Wednesday.

The Sanmenxia Basin, in 
western Henan province, was 
identified last year as a key 
exploration target by the CGS, a 
division of the Ministry of Natu­
ral Resources. Initial explora­
tion achieved a maximum daily 
industrial oil output of 15.83 
cubic meters, the first signifi­
cant oil breakthrough in the 
region.

Following the discovery, the 
CGS partnered with the Henan 
government and related enter­
prises to drill two additional 
wells. These produced maximum 
daily oil flows of 15.5 cubic meters 
and 92.52 cubic meters, respec­
tively, according to the CGS.

The Supreme People’s Court has 
called for relentless efforts to pro­
tect the environment, even as the 
countiy has seen a decline in pollu­
tion-related crimes in recent years. 

Chinese courts concluded 
232,000 environmental cases in 
2023, a 5.8 percent decrease from 
the previous year, the top court 
said. Of these, 5,386 were criminal 
cases involving pollution, down 
11.5 percent year-on-year.

“The number of environmental 
criminal cases has gradually 
decreased, but violations and 
offenses in some key areas are still 
showing a high incidence,” the 
court said. It disclosed six cases 
related to national parks on Mon­
day, underscoring the need for 
vigilance.

In one case, a defendant sur- 
named Han illegally captured two 
golden coin turtles, also known as 
three-banded box turtles, in a trop­
ical rainforest national park in 
Hainan province in August 2022 
and April 2023. He brought the 
turtles, classified as national key 
protected wildlife and valued at 
100,000 yuan ($13,638), home for 
his personal enjoyment

The Hainan No 2 Intermediate 
People’s Court ruled that Haris 
actions constituted the crime of 
endangering precious wild ani­
mals. However, because he con­
fessed and his actions did not 
significantly harm the local envi­
ronment, he was sentenced to one

Foreign Ministry ropes 
in new media director
Foreign Ministiy spokeswoman Mao 
Ning lias assumed the position of 
director general of the Department of 
Press, Communication and Public 
Diplomacy of the Foreign Ministiy, 
according to the ministry’s website. 
Mao, 52, lias been serving as the 33rd 
spokesperson and deputy director 
general of the department since Sep-

Former vice-governor
guilty of taking bribes
Wang Yixin, former vice-governor of 
Heilongjiang province, pleaded 
guilty to accepting bribes totaling 129 
million yuan ($17.59 million) duiing 
a trial at the Intermediate People’s 
Court of Heze, Shandong province, 
on Wednesday. Prosecutors accused 
Wang of taking advantage of his vari­
ous positions from 2008 to 2020 to

million
metric tons of oil was discov­
ered in the Sanmenxia Basin 
in Henan province.

Tourists view the 6-meter-tall mechanical polar bear “Beibei" in 
Bear Cave Street in Dalian, Liaoning province, on Dec 21. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Combining historical architec­
ture with loft-sty'le interiors and 
punk design elements, Bear Cave 
Street offers dining, entertain­
ment and beautiful decor inspired 
by Dalian’s culture. It also features 
148 types of Beibei-themed mer­
chandise and a virtual-reality IP 
narrative that has garnered 2.5 
million online fans. Videos of Bei­
bei on Douyin, the Chinese version 
of TikTok, have racked up more 
than 1 billion views.

The destination appeals espe­
cially to young people, with 
themed events such as anime 
expos, esports tournaments and 
electronic music festivals.

“Bear Cave Street has emotional 
value,” said a netizen known as 
Dabaili. “It’s become an iconic 
attraction in Dalian.”

International visitors are equal­
ly impressed.

“Beibei is super big. I’ve never 
seen anything like this,” said Sath- 
sarani Kariyawasam, a Sri Lankan 
student at Dalian Medical Univer­
sity.

Xiao, whose company has creat­
ed other large-scale mechanical 
installations, said Bear Cave 
Street’s success lies in blending 
intellectual property, high-tech 
engineering and creative design to 
revitalize urban spaces.

The project was recognized by 
the China Tourism Academy last 
year as a model for high-quality 
tourism investment and develop­
ment. Its success has spurred simi­
lar projects, including a 
mechanical tiger-themed venue 
under construction in Shenyang, 
capital of Liaoning.

Regulator opens centers nationwide to 
offer guidance, handle overseas cases

“This discovery confirms the 
promising oil exploration pros­
pects of the Sanmenxia Basin 
and boosts confidence in contin­
ued exploration,” said Bai Zhong- 
kai, head of the CGS’s oil and gas 
resources investigation center.

The Sanmenxia Basin spans 
4,550 square kilometers and is 
one of the 356 small and medium­
sized basins in China. As of 2020, 
resource evaluations had been 
conducted for only 89 of these 
basins, leaving significant 
untapped potential, the CGS said. 

Su Yinao, an academician with 
the Chinese Academy of Engi­
neering, said the Sanmenxia 
Basin’s success could serve as a 
model for similar exploration 
nationwide.

“Solid geological surveys in the 
basin led to the discovery of high- 
quality hydrocarbon source rock, 
overturning the belief that the 
region lacked oil and gas poten­
tial,” said Zhang Zuoheng, direct­
or of the CGS’s oil and gas 
resources investigation center.

The CGS emphasized the 
importance of innovative techni­
cal methods, citing the develop­
ment of an efficient and 
environmentally friendly system 
tailored to small and medium­
sized basins.

“This approach enabled rapid 
breakthroughs and will be criti­
cal in future exploration efforts,” 
Zhang said.

The success in the Sanmenxia 
Basin suggests resource potential 
in the remaining 267 unevaluat­
ed basins, potentially bolstering 
China’s oil and gas reserves and 
energy security, the CGS added. 

Looking ahead, the CGS plans 
to accelerate construction of an 
exploration and development 
base in the basin to assist oil and 
gas companies in boosting evalu­
ation and production capabilities. 

Additionally, the agency will 
focus on intensifying surveys in 
other small and medium-sized 
basins in southern North China to 
uncover more oil and gas resour­
ces. Promising basins with favora­
ble geological conditions will be 
prioritized for further surveys and 
technical research, with an aim to 
transform them into growth hubs 
for China’s energy sector.
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Madrid System for international 
trademark registration from Chi­
nese entities in the past year, a 
growth of 13.6 percent year-on-year, 
according to the data.

In addition, 130,000 high-value 
domestic invention patents were 
authorized overseas last year, nearly 
double the number at the end of 
2020. These patents involved 16,000 
innovators, an increase of 6,700 
compared with the end of 2020. 

“These figures have indicated 
that our creators and IP applicants 
are becoming more active overseas,” 
Hu said.

Kang Lixia, a lawyer at Beijing’s 
Hanray Law Firm who specializes in 
patent affairs, said the growth of 
international IP applications “not 
only demonstrates that the enter­
prises have enhanced their IP pro­
tection awareness when going 
global, but also means that their 
innovation capabilities are becom­
ing internationally competitive. 

“When exploring overseas mar­
kets, many enterprises have real­
ized the importance of 
strengthening the protection of self­
developed technologies and origi­
nal products,” Kang added. “Some 

Basin yields 
tons of oil

Increased vigilance urged 
to safeguard biodiversity

A fisherman displays a huge fish he caught during a winter fishing festival in Luhun Lake in Luoyang, 
Henan province, on Wednesday. Amid the fishermen's echoing shouts in the cold wind, fish leaped out 
of the water and into the nets, yielding a bountiful harvest for the joyous anglers, li weichao / for china daily

‘Beibei’ brings crowds to 
famed Bear Cave Street
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Workers stack semifinished lanterns for drying at a workshop in Yangzhao in Jishan county, Shanxi province, on Jan 11. photos by zhu xingxin / china daily

N

A worker makes a lantern in the village on Jan 11.
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A worker prints patterns on lantern covers at a workshop on Jan 11. A worker packages lanterns in the village on Jan 11.
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Workers place semifinished lanterns for drying on Jan 11.
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nies and professional cooperatives 
engaged in lantern making, along 
with three lantern accessory manu­
facturers. Annually, they produce 
around 10 million pairs of lanterns 
— pairs traditionally symbolizing 
good fortune — with a total output

r 
J

value of 150 million yuan ($20.5 mil­
lion). Lanterns provide employ­
ment for over 2,000 people in the 
village and surrounding areas.

Guan said that die workers in his 
factory are mainly local villagers. 
Workers are paid by the piece, and

By ZHU XINGXIN in Taiyuan 

and CHEN LIANG

processing factory. “To welcome die 
Year of die Snake, orders have signif- 
icantiy increased since October, and 
workers have been busier. I have 
been answering order calls and 
managing deliveries all the time.”

Yangzhao is home to 22 compa-

one person can produce 200 to 300 
lanterns per day. Villagers engage in 
lantern-making during their free 
time from forming.

It is reported that some villagers 
can earn over 100 yuan per day 
making lanterns, resulting in an
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A worker decorates lanterns at a factory in Yangzhao on Dec
30. SHI YUNPING / FOR CHINA DAILY
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s the Year of die Snake 
draws near, the rural 
landscapes of northern 
.Shanxi province are 

vibrant with a festive spirit, adorned 
by a myriad of red lanterns.

In the renowned “lantern village” 
of Yangzhao in Jishan county, 
Shanxi, die bustling season has 
returned, as villagers engage in 
meeting orders from domestic and 
international markets, witii work­
shops brimming with an array of 
lanterns awaiting shipment.

Jiao Tingting, 25, has been learn­
ing the art of lantern-making from 
her grandfatiier since childhood, 
progressing from bamboo lanterns 
to modern foldable ones. “In tradi­
tional Chinese culture, lanterns are 
often seen as symbols of good for­
tune, prosperity and reunion,” she 
said.

Lanterns not only illuminate but 
also cany rich cultural connota­
tions and symbolic meanings, and 
have evolved into a decorative item. 

The tradition of lantern-making 
in Yangzhao dates back to die Ming 
(1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) 
dynasties. In 2008, “traditional lan­
tern making craft of Yangzhao vil­
lage” was listed in the first batch of 
city-level intangible cultural heri­
tage in Yuncheng, the village’s 
administrative city.

Most lanterns from Yangzhao are 
handmade, with workers diligently 
producing lanterns using a stan­
dard procedure in workshops.

“We are busy making lanterns 
tiiroughout the year, especially dur­
ing various festivals when the 
demand is higher,” said Guan Jun- 
geng, who manages a local lantern

annual income of nearly 40,000 
yuan. Many villagers have built two- 
story houses and can afford to pur­
chase cars.

Yangzhao’s lanterns were once 
presented to the imperial court as 
decorative items. Leveraging tradi­
tional production techniques, the 
village primarily manufactures 
plush lanterns and traditional pal­
ace lanterns, which are exported 
across the country and overseas. The 
1.2-meter-diameter plush lantern is 
the best-selling item. Adorned with 
auspicious patterns such as peonies 
and phrases such as “surplus every 
year’; it embodies people’s fervent 
hopes for a better life.

In recent years, workshops in 
Yangzhao have continued to inno­
vate and have created nearly 100 
varieties of lanterns, including 
sheepskin, flower, white gauze and 
acrylic colors. To meet market 
demands, workers have begun pro­
ducing electronic toy lanterns that 
incorporate interactive elements 
such as sound and light, which have 
become a new favorite in the market. 

Jiao emphasized the importance 
of creating lanterns in ways that 
appeal to young people, combining 
heritage with innovation. She said 
that she lias also opened an online 
store to further tap into overseas 
markets. “Our lanterns can also be 
custom-made to suit different cli­
ents’ requirements,” she said.

According to Ma Jinfeng, Party 
chief of Yangzhao, the village is 
upgrading its infrastructure to 
develop a lantern industry park. 
“Red lanterns not only decorate 
people’s lives, but also bring us 
prosperity,” he said.
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Workshops combine tradition 
with modern desires to create 

popular products
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Export-bound NEVs awaiting shipment in Taicang, Jiangsu province, ji haixin / for china daily

Eco-friendly exports
rosy despite barriers

Measures set to spur holiday shopping
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tries such as steel, aluminum and 
hydrogen,” he said.

Lin Boqiang, head of the China 
Institute for Studies in Energy Policy 
at Xiamen University, said that 
future trade barriers will become 
more severe, continuously affecting 
China’s renewable energy product 
exports. While China has made sig­
nificant progress in making renewa­
ble energy like photovoltaics and 
wind power more affordable to a 
wider range of users, trade protec­
tionist measures by economies like 
the United States and the EU have 
created challenges.

‘To address escalating trade barri­
ers, Chinese renewable energy 
enterprises can diversify their strat­
egies. By expanding into emerging 
markets such as Southeast Asian 
countries that haven’t been impact­
ed by US tariffs, Africa, the Middle 
East and Latin America, companies 
can mitigate risks and cater to more 
global demand,” Lin said.

Ken Liu, head of mainland and 
Hong Kong utilities and renewa­
bles at UBS, highlighted die signifi­
cant demand for Chinese power 
infrastructure products in Europe 
and the Middle East, particularly as 
die latter region is transitioning 
from heavy oil economies to ones 
with more diverse sources of 
income, driving substantial growth 
in power infrastructure needs.

By ZHANG XIAOMIN
in Dalian, Liaoning 

riiangriaomin@chinadaily.com.cn

from China this year. 
“We are more positive than con­

sensus on global demand for wind, 
solar and power grid equipment We 
believe growth could accelerate in 
the first half of this year and our2025 
demand growth forecasts for wind, 
solar and grid equipment demand 
are 12 percent, 20 percent and 10 per­
cent higher, respectively, than con­
sensus of around 0-5 percent,” said 
Ronald Wu, an analyst from financial 
services provider UBS.

“We believe the impact of an 
additional 10 percent US tariff on 
these sectors in China would be 
limited,” Wu said.

Despite the significant and grow­
ing global demand for green transi­
tion, seizing international trade 
opportunities poses challenges for 
Chinese enterprises. Wu said geopo­
litical tensions and international 
trade relations are likely to have neg­
ative impacts on trade.

“An example is the establishment 
of carbon or environmental border 
tax mechanisms by various coun­
tries and regions, with the European 
Union expected to implement its 
Carbon Border Adjustment Mecha­
nism by 2026, covering six indus- 

this year’s Spring Festival, as the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission and the Ministry of 
Finance unveiled on Jan 8 the 
expanded consumer goods trade-in 
program and subsidies for home 
appliances.

Tmall, an online marketplace of 
tech behemoth Alibaba, has listed 
government subsidies in the provin­
ces of Zhejiang, Guangdong and 
Jiangsu, as well as Shanghai, for 
eight designated categories of home 
appliances, which are as high as 
2,000 yuan for each purchase. Com­
bined with Tmall’s Spring Festival 
promotions, consumers can enjoy 
discounts of up to 40 percent.

Online discounter Pinduoduo 
has also set up a special area on its 
platform to list government subsi­
dies for home appliance purchases
— many of which are white goods
— subsidizing up to 20 percent of 
purchase costs. Another 400 yuan 
subsidy for each purchase has been 
provided to Pinduoduo users in 
Shanghai, Jiangsu, Shandong, Jilin 
and Fujian.

As Pinduoduo has provided 
more subsidies for agricultural 
products, special goods for the 
Spring Festival, time-honored 
brands and Chinese domestic 
brands, consumers can also enjoy a 
maximum 50 percent discount for 
such purchases.

Local governments have also 
stepped up similar spending incen­
tives. Cities in more than 10 provin­
ces — including Jiangsu, Zhejiang 
and Anhui — have begun issuing a 
new round of consumption coupons 
since the beginning of the year.

The local government of Ningbo, 
Zhejiang, announced on Dec 27 
that it would issue a total of 200 
million yuan in coupons from Jan­
uary to March to boost consump-

ByLIUYUKUN
liuyukun@chinadaily.com on

4- UL

China’s green trade is set for con­
tinued growth, said analysts, 
emphasizing the necessity of diver­
sifying supply chains to mitigate 
future geopolitical risks.

The remarks came after China’s 
General Administration of Cus­
toms said recently that China led 
global green trade with electric 
vehicle exports exceeding 2 mil­
lion units for the first time last 
year. The country also witnessed a 
surge in exports of electric motor­
cycles and bicycles, surpassing a 
value of 40 billion yuan ($5.5 bil­
lion) for the first time.

Last year, exports of wind power 
generation units from China grew 
71.9 percent, while solar products 
maintained export levels exceed­
ing 200 billion yuan for the fourth 
consecutive year. Additionally, 
exports of lithium batteries 
reached a record 3.91 billion units. 

Experts highlighted the strong 
global demand for green transi­
tion, adding a possible increase 
in demand for new energy facili­
ties may propel their imports

Experts point to strong global demand 
for green transition, new energy goods

As Chinese consumers have 
been increasingly emphasizing val­
ue for money, retailers and local 
governments have come up with 
more attractive discounts and sub­
sidy plans this year for the Spring 
Festival shopping season.

German supermarket chain Aldi 
has provided about 300 kinds of 
low-priced special goods for the 
holiday among its outlets in Shang­
hai, over 200 of which are priced 
below 100 yuan ($13.6).

Aldi said consumers have been 
attaching greater importance to 
value formoney. Therefore, provid­
ing special goods featuring lower 
prices has become a new feature 
for Spring Festival shopping, 
which has been an increasingly 
noticeable trend in recent years.

According to a report released by 
consumer and retail analytics com­
pany NielsenlQ in late November, 
about 47 percent of 1,100 surveyed 
Chinese consumers said they will 
only purchase items which they 
will actually use, saying they are 
more careful with their spending 
habits nowadays. This result was 7 
percent higher than the figure col­
lected at the beginning of 2024.

On the other hand, up to 39 per­
cent of consumers have attached 
greater importance to products’ cost 
effectiveness and shoppers are 
becoming more accustomed to com­
paring prices across different plat­
forms, up from 30 percent seen at 
the beginning of 2024. In this sense, 
consumers placing more emphasis 
on cost effectiveness have become 
the mainstream in the Chinese mar­
ket, said NielsenlQ experts.

Online retailers’ offers have 
become especially appealing for 

An automated production line at the CITIC Dicastal Morocco 
plant, Africa’s first Lighthouse Factory, provided to china daily

Top liquor brand 
reports profit surge 
Kweichow Moutai, China’s leading 
liquor producer, reported profits 
exceeding 120.7 billion yuan ($16.46 
billion) in 2024, up 10.2 percent year- 
on-year. The company’s revenue 
climbed 133 percent year-on-year to 
reach 187.19 billion yuan, according to 
a report released on Tuesday. Moutai 
also emphasized its strong focus on 
innovation, with spending on research 
and development rising 11 percent 
from the previous year.

Banks report forex 
settlement deficit
China’s commercial banks saw a 
forex settlement deficit of $110.3 bil­
lion in 2024, official data showed. In 
yuan terms, forex purchases by 
banks reached 16.54 trillion yuan 
($2.25 trillion), while sales stood at 
around 17.33 trillion yuan, data from 
the State Administration of Foreign
Exchange showed. In December 
alone, commercial banks saw a net 
forex settlement deficit of 76.8 bil­
lion yuan, according to the adminis­
tration.

■KT*

i I

tion, especially during the Spring 
Festival. The coupons will cover 
new car purchases, secondhand 
auto deals, restaurants and super­
markets. Subsidies for each new 
car purchase can be as much as 
7,000 yuan, and those for used 
vehicles can reach a maximum 
5,000 yuan.

On Jan 6, the government of 
Wuhan, Hubei province 
announced that it will release over 
100 million yuan of consumption 
coupons to further stimulate pur­
chases in retailing, catering, tour­
ism and sports.

Henan province announced on 
Jan 6 that it will issue 200 million 
yuan of consumption coupons in 
the first quarter, covering the sec­
tors of retailing, catering, tourism 
and accommodation. Local gov­
ernments in the province are also 
encouraged to issue more con­
sumption coupons based on their 
own situations.

The culture and tourism bureau 
of Pudong New Area in Shanghai 
announced in late December that it 
would issue six different kinds of 
consumption coupons to travelers 
booking tourist attraction tickets 
and hotels via online platforms 
including 1rip.com, Qunar, Meituan 
and Fliggy throughout January. A 
maximum of 800 yuan in discounts 
can be granted to travelers using the 
above-mentioned four platforms.

Zhu Keli, founding director of the 
China Institute of New Economy, 
said the issuance of such coupons 
can further boost consumption dur­
ing the Spring Festival.

“Consumer confidence will pick 
up amid the governments incen­
tives, which is conducive to the 
development of related industries 
and the optimization of the overall 
consumption structure,” Zhu said.

Altogether 1,032 brand-new elec­
tric buses were recently deployed in 
Dalian, Liaoning province, replac­
ing all gasoline and natural gas bus­
es that were over 10 years old.

“Now that these updated vehicles 
have been fully deployed, 100 per­
cent of Dalian Public Transport 
Group’s buses are green energy vehi­
cles, with the proportion of new 
energy buses exceeding 85 percent,” 
said Zhang Yong, a senior manager 
of Dalian Public Transport Group.

This is the largest public trans­
portation upgrade project since Chi­
na introduced the large-scale 
equipment upgrade and consumer 
goods trade-in program in March 
2024, with the procurement to pro­
duction delivery cycle taking only 
three months after the initiation.

In October, its parent company — 
Dalian Public Transport Construc­
tion Investment Group — signed a 
procurement contract with CRRC 
Times Electric Vehicle Co Ltd.

“These new vehicles have achieved 
many technological breakthroughs 
and innovations, utilizing the latest 
new energy technologies,” said Liu 
Junhua, general manager of CRRC 
Times Electric Vehicle’s Shenyang 
company. “They offer advantages 
such as low noise and strong power, 
and can comprehensively enhance 
passengers’ travel experience.”

The new buses are primarily the 
8.5-meter and 105-meter models, as 
well as 7-meter, 12-meter and dou­
ble-decker bus models.

Their “lightweight design, power 
matching, energy consumption per 
100 kilometers” are industry-leading. 

CRRC Times Electric Vehicle has 
independently developed a battery 
water heating control system, 
ensuring the batteries operate at 
optimal temperatures in extremely 
cold environments.

The new buses are equipped with 
CATL’s new generation of lithium 
iron phosphate batteries, providing 
longer range and reducing carbon 
emissions.

They also feature an automatic 
chassis lifting function, along with 
manual wheelchair ramps and 
wheelchair areas, greatly enhancing 
the passenger boarding and alight­
ing experience.

“The new vehicles are equipped 
with many electronic devices, includ­
ing electronic rearview minors, 360- 
degree surround view and blind spot 
monitoring, which significantly 
enhance visibility while driving, 
greatly increasing safety levels,” said 
Wang Chao, a driver. “Our driver 
seats also feature shock absorption 
and adjustable functions, making 
them very comfortable to sit on, 
which helps alleviate driver fatigue.”

CITIC Dicastal’s Morocco plant 
lias been recognized as Africa’s 
first “Lighthouse Factory’! mark­
ing a major milestone in the conti­
nent’s adoption of intelligent 
manufacturing.

The recognition by the World 
Economic Forum on Tuesday high­
lights the Chinese company’s efforts 
to advance high-quality coopera­
tion in countries and regions partic­
ipating in the Belt and Road 
Initiative while supporting Africa’s 
industrialization and sustainable 
development, experts said.

A “Lighthouse Factory” repre­
sents the highest standard in intel­
ligent manufacturing and 
digitalization, serving as a model 
for best practices in applying 
‘Industry 4.0” technologies.

The latest cohort of Factory 
Lighthouses provides a blueprint 
for accelerated deployment of arti­
ficial intelligence solutions that 
bolster productivity, enhance 
problem-solving capabilities and 
foster innovation, said the World 
Economic Forum.

“Across our Global Lighthouse 
Network, digital technologies are 
revolutionizing production eco­
systems,” said Kiva Allgood, head 
of the Centre for Advanced Manu­
facturing and Supply Chains, 
World Economic Forum.

“From Al-driven control towers 
to zero-code workflows, Light­
houses exemplify sustainable 
innovation, setting benchmarks 
that millions can follow to drive 
transformational change across 
the entire ecosystem,” she added. 

Located in the Atlantic Free 
Zone, CITIC Dicastal Morocco 
spans 25.33 hectares and compris­
es three phases dedicated to the 
production of aluminum wheels 
and castings.

With an annual capacity of 6 
million aluminum wheels and 5 
million aluminum castings, it is 
the largest investment project 
since the establishment of a strate­
gic partnership between China 
and Morocco in 2016.

This is CITIC’s third Lighthouse 
site and first one abroad. 
Badr Lahmoudi, president of CIT­
IC Dicastal Morocco, expects that 
the know-how of the Moroc­
co plant will be shared across oth­
er CITIC plants in countries and 
regions including Mexico, the 
United States, Germany and Chi­
na.

Hie factory employs advanced 
intelligent manufacturing tech­
nologies, integrating smart equip­
ment, real-time network 
monitoring, big data analytics, and 
artificial intelligence into produc­
tion processes.

These innovations have tackled 
key industry challenges such as 
casting process control, defect 
detection, mold maintenance and 
energy resource management, 
said the company.

For example, the “AI-BOX” mul­
titasking machine learning algo­
rithm enables precise control of 
temperature variations during 
mold operations and autonomous­
ly adjusts process parameters.

Ulis system optimizes over 1,700 
control points and improves 
anomaly handling efficiency by 
more than 300 percent.

Additionally, a comprehensive 
mold database, built using 3D 
scanning and Al fitting algo­
rithms, proactively assesses mold 
conditions and provides tailored

upgrades 
public

CITIC plant in Morocco 
gets Africa’s first

maintenance plans. This full-life 
cycle management approach 
enhances productivity and redu­
ces operational disruptions.

The adoption of artificial intelli­
gence and big data technologies 
has significantly boosted opera­
tional performance, increasing 
overall equipment efficiency by 
17.35 percent, enhancing labor pro­
ductivity by 26.58 percent and 
reducing the product defect rate 
by 31.11 percent.

In the field of intelligent manu­
facturing, CITIC Dicastal Morocco 
Lighthouse Factoiy has set a 
benchmark for the industry, said 
Lin Shen, an associate research fel­
low at the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences’ Institute of World 
Economics and Politics.

“Its successful practices inspire 
other enterprises to increase 
investment in smart equipment 
and ‘internet plus’ intelligent man­
ufacturing technologies, driving 
transformative changes in produc­
tion methods across the sector,” 
Lin added.

In addition, the factory’s innova­
tions in casting process control 
have optimized workflows, 
reduced energy use and minimized 
waste, providing a model for low- 
carbon production, Lin said.

According to the World Eco­
nomic Forum, CITIC Dicastal 
Morocco has realized a 53 percent 
reduction in Scope 1 and 2 emis­
sions. Scope 1 emissions are 
direct emissions from owned or 
controlled sources of an organiza­
tion. Scope 2 emissions are indi­
rect emissions from the generation 
of purchased energy.

“By integrating intelligent man­
ufacturing with green develop­
ment, it fosters industrywide 
sustainability, enhances resource 
efficiency, and promotes collabo­
rative efforts toward smart and 
eco-friendly growth,” Lin added.

Beyond technological advance­
ments, the project’s broader impli­
cations extend to Africa’s 
industrial development.

Zhou Mi, a researcher at the Chi­
nese Academy of International 
TYade and Economic Cooperation, 
said that the project can help 
accelerate the industrialization 
process in Africa, which shows the 
exploration of a reasonable indus­
trialization path combining local 
characteristics, rather than simply 
repeating the process of industrial­
ization in other countries.

“This achievement reflects the 
strategic collaboration under the 
Belt and Road Initiative, fostering 
local employment, enhancing 
technological expertise, and 
advancing the industrial and sup­
ply chain infrastructure in Africa,” 
Zhou said.

“For Morocco’s manufacturing 
industry, an obvious external 
effect of upgrading the manufac­
turing level is expected to be seen,” 
he said.

He also said that the plant, the 
very first “Lighthouse Factory” in 
Africa, proves that countries are 
contributing their collective wis­
dom, exploring effective pathways 
for high-quality cooperation under 
the BRI through a model of consul­
tation, joint construction and 
shared benefits.

The success of this project hin­
ges on tiie complementary cooper­
ation between both sides, 
leveraging their respective 
strengths, he added.
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Building blocks for
comeback by nature

Researchers look at innovative ways of undoing human damage
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An anchor tuskfish swims by a fish house in Singapore, daisuke taira via the straits times

THE STRAITS TIMES, SINGAPORE

Free health checks seen as an antidote to diseases in Indonesia
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pie’s hesitance to get regular screen­
ings is not only cost, but also a lack of 
information and social stigma.

The study also showed that fish 
use the houses for different reasons 
by day and by night.

During the day they typically 
enter the fish houses to find food 
and sometimes rest or ambush oth­
er fish. The time spent in the hous­
es is also short, about a few seconds 
to 30 minutes, and they prefer spa­
ces larger than them as they search 
for food.

At night they primarily use them 
for resting, which largely explains 
why they spend a longer time in 
them and in smaller spaces with less 
visual exposure where they can snug-

Editor’s note:
In this weekly feature China Daily gives voice to Asia and its people. The stories presented come mainly from the Asia News Network (ANN), of which China Daily is among its 20 leading titles.

tiveness and to reduce mortality 
and disability.

Children under 5 will be tested for 
preexisting conditions and birth 
defects, such as congenital hypothy­
roidism, a partial or complete loss of 
function of the thyroid gland that 
can disrupt growth, brain develop­
ment and metabolism.

Older children aged up to 18 years 
will be checked for obesity, diabetes 
and oral health, while screenings for 
adults will test for common types of 
cancers based on gender.

Elderly people will be screened 
for geriatric medical conditions, in 
addition to cardiovascular diseases. 

Diah Satyani Saminarsih, founder 
of the Center for Indonesia’s Strate­
gic Development Initiatives, said 
the free checkups would be a good 
first step in tackling Indonesia’s 
problem with noncommunicable 
diseases and that the initiative com­
plemented the Health Ministry’s

ment must prepare beforehand.”
Diah called on the Health Ministry 

to intensify awareness campaigns on 
the importance of medical checkups, 
saying that the reason behind peo-

ly fit their body to avoid predators. 
Taira and Mark said the findings 

show that the effectiveness of fish 
houses depends on their design.

“This study provides more techni­
cal information on how fish houses 
deployed near sea walls can be 
designed to support higher fish 
diversity, which can be incorporated 
into future coastal defense con­
struction,” Taira said.

cial structures are most effective in 
attracting the return of fish life, the 
research team tested three different 
fish house designs of varying com­
plexify, in terms of their shapes and 
the size of holes within each block. 

The most simple fish house 
design involved 27 concrete blocks 
stacked up in the shape of a cube, 
and had 100 holes, each 6.25 centi­
meters by 6.25 centimeters.

The more complex design was 
still cube-shaped, but had 100 holes 
of 25 different dimensions.

The most complex freestyle 
design was non-cuboid in nature,
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program this year, which will cover 60 
million people accessing the service. 

The government says it hopes 
that over five years the number of 
recipients will increase to 200 mil­
lion people.

The primary focus of the free 
health checkups, Dedek said, will be 
on screening people for noncommu­
nicable diseases such as heart dis­
ease, stroke, cancer and diabetes.

According to socioeconomic regis­
tration figures from 2023, noncom­
municable diseases are the biggest 
cause of death in Indonesia, with car­
diovascular diseases accounting for 
600,000 deaths a year.

‘The government sees that as 
something serious that must be giv­
en special attention,” Dedek said.

Apart from noncommunicable 
diseases, the health screenings will 
target specific diseases and medical 
conditions depending on a patient’s 
age and gender for increased effec-

Indonesia will introduce free med­
ical screenings next month as part of 
the country’s effort to detect various 
diseases early and avoid preventable 
deaths, the government says.

Dedek Prayudi, a spokesman for 
the Presidential Communication 
Office, said people would be eligible 
for a free health screening on their 
birthday at Community health cen­
ters starting from February.

People can go to their nearest 
community health center to get the 
free health checkup, Dedek said. 
“It’s easy and it would cost a lot of 
money if paid for from their own 
pocket.”

President Prabowo Subianto wants 
people to stay healthy, Dedek said. 

“His perspective on health is not 
just treating sick people, as promo­
tive and preventive efforts are much 
more important.”

The government has allocated 4.7 
trillion rupiah ($290 million) for the

with the concrete blocks stacked in 
different shapes. It had holes of dif­
ferent dimensions and other habitat 
features to mimic little tunnels or 
crevices in a coral reef or rock.

The study co-author Rachel Mark 
said the aim was to find out what 
types of spaces fishes need, so the 
blocks can be deployed to the sea 
wall area to attract fish diversity.

The researchers found that the 
two cube-shaped fish house designs 
attracted about 27 fish species, while 
the most complex freestyle fish 
house design drew in more species 
of fishes, and in greater numbers.

Sr ■

Peter Todd, 
associate professor

at the National University 
of Singapore

focus on improving primary health­
care services.

However, she also urged the gov­
ernment to come up with a plan on 
how to follow up on each patient’s 
medical findings.

“Let’s say that a patient finds out 
she has cancer. Can the government 
guarantee that she will be able to 
receive treatment for life? Or in the 
case that (the costs) will be footed by 
the national health insurance pro­
gram, what happens if the patient 
cannot pay the premium? These are 
key technical aspects the govern-

Vertical greenery systems in which 
vegetation is incorporated into walls. 
KATHARINA HECHT VIA THE STRAITS TIMES

A fish house with tunnels and crevices to 
mimic fishes’ habitats, daisuke taira via the 
STRAITS TIMES

Green walls
On land, too, researchers are find­

ing ways to improve biodiversity by 
using human-made vertical green-

7 I

ery systems in which vegetation is 
incorporated into vertical surfaces 
such as walls.

Such green walls could help miti­
gate rising temperatures and loss of 
biodiversity, which are the results of 
climate change and urbanization, 
said a report published in the inter­
national journal Building and Envi­
ronment in November.

The study was a collaboration 
between Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands, Nanyang Technologi­
cal University in Singapore and Bio- 
SEA, a company in Singapore that 
specializes in ecological design.

The temperature regulation of 
green walls has been studied before, 
but the biodiversity benefits these 
walls deliver are not well 
researched, especially in tropical cli­
mates, said Katharina Hecht of 
Utrecht University, the lead 
researcher.

The study compares the green 
walls with their natural counter­
parts such as natural cliffs, which 
Hecht said is a novel approach to 
evaluate whether building walls 
perform to their full potential in 
providing ecosystem services.

A total of eight green walls on 
buildings, four climber and four foli­
age, as well as four natural cliffs and 
eight non-vegetated building walls, 
were studied between August 2022 
and March 2023.

A total of280 animal species were 
recorded across all 20 walls — foli­
age walls, climber walls and walls 
with no vegetation. Of these, natural 
cliffs hosted the most number of 
species, with 115 recorded, including 
the Asian hermit spider. Foliage 
green walls hosted 111, such as the 
yellow-vented bulbul, while climber 
green walls hosted 77 species, such 
as the pond wolf spider. Walls with­
out any vegetation had only about 
20 to 39 species.

The researchers also found that 
animal diversify increases when 
there is more surrounding vegeta­
tion, such as trees within 10 meters 
of a wall, which can act as stepping 
stones for creatures to move from 
other nearby green spaces to the 
walls.

The research also supported the 
findings of earlier studies that 
showed that green walls can act as 
temperature buffers for the building 
during the day and at night. They 
can help to cool the building in the 
day while providing insulation from 
cooler temperatures at night.

Green walls can help lower the 
temperature around the building 
wall by an average of 0.6 C to 0.7 C, 
the study showed.

On the implications of the study, 
Anuj Jain, director and principal 
ecologist at BioSEA and the study’s 
senior author, said he hopes the col­
lection of such data can be useful for 
decision-makers, such as building 
developers, to make more informed 
decisions in the built environment. 

This can help to ensure regenera­
tive, meaning having more nature 
than its original state, and multi­
functional building designs that are 
hospitable to wildlife.

On green walls, Jain said: “Green 
walls cannot replace a natural cliff, 
they cannot replace a forest, but 
they are attracting a decent diversity 
of animals, particularly insects, 
where the details depend on the 
configuration and the complexity of 
the wall itself.

‘That itself is already a very good 
starting point to incorporating bio­
diversity in urban environments.”

6
As coastlines 

around the world are 
increasingly modified 
by urbanization and 
the need to defend 
against sea level 
rise, it is vital that 
we find ways to 
mitigate some of 
the worst effects.”

-3

ecades of development 
have turned Singapore 
from a lush island and 
fishing village into a

thriving metropolis, but at huge cost 
to its nature.

Research groups are now 
embarking on studies to coax wild­
life back to the country’s urban and 
coastal areas, through vertical 
greenery or underwater structures 
known as fish houses that can pro­
vide a habitat for these creatures.

Such work comes amid a global 
push for countries to halt the rapid 
retreat of nature.

Under the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversify Framework, a 
United Nations treaty that aims to 
stop oi' even reverse damage to 
nature, countries have pledged to 
restore, maintain and improve 
nature’s contributions to people 
over the next six years.

Researchers’ findings could not 
only help to make urban Singapore 
a habitat hospitable to both humans 
and animals, but also offer solutions 
for other areas grappling with the 
loss of biodiversity due to develop­
ment.

Peter Todd, an associate professor 
at the National University of Singa­
pore, or NUS, who conceived the 
study on the fish houses, said: “As 
coastlines around the world are 
increasingly modified by urbaniza­
tion and the need to defend against 
sea level rise, it is vital that we find 
ways to mitigate some of the worst 
effects.”

La'

Condos for fish
About 70 percent of Singapore’s 

coastline is guarded by hard struc­
tures, including sea walls, that help 
protect land and infrastructure 
from erosion caused by waves and 
tides.

This has resulted in the loss of 
fish habitats such as coral reefs and 
mangrove forests, said researchers 
in the Experimental Marine Ecolo­
gy Laboratory of NUS.

A little more than five years ago, 
to encourage the return of fish life, 
the researchers deployed the fish 
houses, artificial structures made of 
concrete blocks, at the base of sea 
walls at five different sites at Pulau 
Hantu, one of Singapore’s southern 
islands.

“Sea walls and other concrete 
coastal infrastructure are usually 
designed in a very uniform way and 
are structurally very simple, but 
marine animals need places to hide, 
find shelter, rest and more,” said 
Daisuke Taira, a research fellow at 
the university involved in the study. 

“Such gray infrastructure 
destroyed their habitats, so with the 
fish houses we are trying to do 
something to mitigate the impacts 
for the fish to come back and utilize 
these habitats.”

In a coral reef, for example, hard 
corals and their different growth 
forms — some have branches, others 
look like plates, while others grow 
massively — provide a highly com­
plex environment that can support 
fish, sea slugs, crustaceans and 
many other creatures.

Mangrove forests also have tan­
gled webs of roots that provide little 
pockets of space for fish to rest or 
hide in.

However, degraded habitats and 
human-made coastal defenses typi­
cally' lack the variety of features 
found in natural shores, and creat­
ing microhabitats is important in 
improving biodiversity, the 
researchers said.

To investigate what types of artifi-

million
has been allocated for the free 
medical screening program 
starting from February 2025, 
which will cover 60 million 
people accessing the service.

Ha; >

People with their children brought in for a monthly medical check­
up at an integrated services post in Banda Aceh. Indonesia, on Aug 
10,2023. CHAIDEER MAHYUDDIN/AFP
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By XING YI in London 

mngyi@chinadaily.com.cn
has suggested that it will imple­
ment higher tariffs on imports.

Borge Brende, president and 
CEO of the WEF, said on Tuesday 
that the forum is expecting online 
participation from United States 
President-elect Donald Trump, 
which will be Trump’s first appear­
ance in such an event after he is 
sworn in on Jan 20.

Carolina Klint, chief commer­
cial officer of Marsh McLennan 
Europe, a professional services 
firm in risk management and 
insurance brokerage, said, “We 
will likely see trade wars develop.” 

However, she said that business­
es have an opportunity to engage 
with policymakers to advocate 
for the revival of multilateral and 
bilateral trade agreements.

“By promoting a more collabora­
tive approach to trade, we can in 
fact help reduce some of the frag­
mentation that we see and maybe 
foster a more stable economic 
environment,” she said.

By MIKE GU in Hong Kong 

mikegu@chinadailyhlc.com

Meanwhile, Labour Minister 
Catherine Vautrin announced on 
Wednesday' that a “specialist” 
would be appointed to facilitate 
upcoming negotiations, under­
scoring the government’s commit­
ment to dialogue.

State-based armed conflicts, 
extreme weather events, and geo- 
economic confrontation topped 
the first three risks for the year, 
according to the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Risks Report 2025 
released on Wednesday.

The report came out ahead of 
the forum’s annual summit next 
week, from Monday to Friday 
when senior government officials 
and business leaders will convene 
in Davos, Switzerland, to discuss 
pressing global issues from esca­
lating geopolitical, environmen­
tal, societal and technological 
challenges.

“Rising geopolitical tensions 
and a fracturing of trust are driv­
ing the global risk landscape,” 
Mirek Dusek, managing director 
of the World Economic Forum, 
told media at an online briefing of 
the report. “In this complex and

By CUI HAIPEI in Abu Dhabi 

cuihaipei@chinadaily.com.cn
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By MOHAMMAD ARIF ULLAH
in Paris

For China Daily
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sustainable development and inclu­
sive socio-economic growth,” he said. 

The award has seen 33 finalists 
selected for 2025, including two 
entries from China, after receiving 
almost 6,000 submissions.

Xinjiang Shawan Oasis Sustaina­
ble Development Institute, a non­
profit that specializes in solar- 
powered smart greenhouses that 
transform desert land into farms, is 
in the food category.

The desert greenhouse solution 
has been successful in providing 
vegetable and fruit supplies in 
desert areas, said Chen Gang, execu­
tive director of the nonprofit. More 
than 30 kinds of vegetables have 
been planted in such greenhouses, 
including eggplant, tomato, pepper, 
cucumber, potato, leaf lettuce and 
watermelon.

The Beijing World Youth Acade­
my, a private school, is a finalist in 
the global high school group, which 
offers student-led sustainability 
solutions.

Xiong Zitian and Zhang Yuran, 
both 15, have led a group of 30 stu­
dents to recycle food and organic 
waste through composting, and cul­
tivating plants for the school com­
munity.

“By doing the program, we learn 
scientific research methods through 
experiments and tests of soil fertili­
ty, which will help us in the future,” 
said Zhang.

Govt on shaky ground as Bayrou opens 
door for renegotiating pension reforms

Rescue 
mission

■ ;
&//

French Prime Minister Francois 
Bayrou’s first general policy speech 
at the National Assembly in Paris 
has left his government on shaky 
ground.

In the speech on Tuesday, Bayrou 
addressed the nation’s financial 
challenges, stating, “Since the war, 
France lias never in its history been 
as indebted as it is today.”

Talking about the contentious 
pension reforms that raised the 
retirement age from 62 to 64, Bay­
rou acknowledged the need for dia­
logue, noting, “We can explore a new 
path for (pension) reform... provid­
ed it meets the set requirement.”

The Socialist Party, or PS, has 
struggled to define its position on 
the proposed pension reforms. 
Speaking to national television TF1 
on Tuesday, PS First Secretary Oliv­
ier Faure remarked: ‘The prime 
minister has opened a door. That at 
least is a win.”

He acknowledged Bayrou’s will­
ingness to discuss alternatives to 
the retirement age but warned that 
insufficient guarantees might still 
lead his party to back the no-confi- 
dence vote.

The party’s reluctance stems 
from concerns that the reforms

French Prime Minister Francois Bayrou arrives to deliver his general policy speech at the National 
Assembly in Paris on Tuesday, benoit tessier / Reuters

justify not supporting the censure 
motion.”

The Greens party also criticized 
Bayrou’s approach. Pouria Amir- 
shahi, a Greens lawmaker, told 
Franceinfo TV: “What Francois 
Bayrou has announced is inade­
quate. Despite engaging in negotia­
tions in good faith, the government 
lias offered little in return.”

Adding to the debate, constitu­
tional scholar Anne-Charlene Bez- 
zina weighed in on Public Senat TV 
that Bayrou makes appeals to 
everyone to avoid polarization. 

“However, he has not particu­
larly courted the Socialist Party or 
the National Rally. Instead, he pla­
ces responsibility on all parties,” 
Bezzina said.

The Socialist Party remains the 
only significant left-wing group 
undecided on the motion, prompt­
ing both internal and external pres­
sures. A closed-door meeting of PS 
deputies was scheduled for 
Wednesday afternoon to deter­
mine the party’s stance.

It is essential to pay special atten­
tion to the safety of Artificial Intelli­
gence during its development, 
Stuart Russell, a distinguished pro­
fessor of computer science at 
the University of California, Berke­
ley, said at the Asian Financial 
Forum 2025 held in Hong Kong on 
Monday' and Tuesday.

For safety reasons, Al systems 
need to have behavioral red lines, 
Russell said.

“The problem with general-pur­
pose Al is that it can go wrong in so 
many ways that you can’t easily 
write down what it means to be 
safe. What you can do is write down 
some things that you definitely 
don’t want the systems to do. These 
are the behavioral red lines,” he 
told reporters, explaining why 
drawing these red lines for Al is 
important.

“We don’t want Al systems to 
replicate themselves without per­
mission. We don’t want them to 
break into other computer systems. 
We don’t want them to advise ter­
rorists on how to build biological 
weapons,” said Russell, adding that 
it is hoped that Al development 
will always be under human con­
trol, rather' than becoming uncon­
trollable.

This is why it is crucial to draw 
behavioral red lines at the early sta­
ges of Al development, especially 
with the help of governments, Rus­
sell said.

“So, you can make a list of things 
that you definitely don’t want to do. 
It is quite reasonable for govern­
ments to say that before you can put 
a system out there, you need to show 
us that it’s not going to do these 
things,” he said.

Russell pointed out that Al gives 
rise to new forms of cybercrime. 
Currently, criminals are using Al to 
craft targeted emails by analyzing 
social media profiles and accessing 
personal emails, he said.

This allows Al to generate messa­
ges that reference ongoing conver­
sations, impersonating someone 
else, he added.

However, Russell stated that Al 
also boosts the defense against 
crimes.

“On the other side, we have Al 
defenses. I’m part of a team in vari­
ous universities in California work­
ing together to use Al as a defense 
(mechanism) to screen emails 
against phishing attacks, to look at 
the activities of algorithms operat­
ing within the network, and to see 
which ones are possibly engaging 
in various activities,” he said.

Eleven pioneering organizations 
and high schools worldwide were 
awarded the 2025 Zayed Sustaina­
bility Prize on Tuesday in Abu Dhabi, 
the capital of the United Arab Emir­
ates, in a global effort to foster solu­
tions to common challenges.

In a ceremony held at the Abu 
Dhabi National Exhibition Centre 
and attended by 11 heads of state, 
ministers and business leaders, 
UAE President Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan presented the 
awards to the winners in six catego­
ries — health, food, energy, water, 
climate action and global high 
schools.

The prize, the president said, 
inspires solutions that address crit­
ical social and environmental chal­
lenges.

In a keynote speech, Sultan 
Ahmed Al Jaber, UAE minister of 
industry and advanced technology 
and director-general of the prize, 
lauded the work to deliver innova­
tive solutions that address the 
world’s most pressing challenges.

“This year’s winners showcase 
solutions that leverage advanced 
technologies, including Al, enhance 
local resilience, and deliver trans­
formative, scalable impact world­
wide. In doing so, they embody the 
power of progress in accelerating 

might grant undue influence to 
employer organizations.

“He gives a veto right to the 
employer’s federation,” said Lau­
rent Baumel, PS deputy from 
Indre-et-Loire, criticizing Bayrou’s 
proposals.

Faure added that unless the gov­
ernment committed to a clear and 
democratic debate on pension 
reforms, the Socialists could not 
rule out a censure motion.

The emotion within the Social­
ists’ camp lias been turbulent. 
Negotiations with Bayrou had ini­
tially given Faure the hope of per­
suading PS deputies against 
supporting the motion. Promises of 
pension adjustments and easing 
burdens on workers initially sof­
tened resistance.

However, doubts resurfaced as 
Bayrou’s speech approached, with 
Faure demanding clear commit­
ments to democratic oversight.

Bayrou’s overtures failed to 
appease other left-wing parties 
within the New Popular Front, or 
NFP, coalition. The hard-left France 
Unbowed party, or LFI, and the 
French Communist Party swiftly 
announced their intention to vote 
against the government.

LFI coordinator Manuel Bom- 
pard argued on Riesday: “If I put 
myself in the shoes of a Socialist 
deputy, I fail to see how they could 

dynamic context, leaders have a 
choice: to find ways to foster col­
laboration and resilience, or face 
compounding vulnerabilities.”

Relying on a survey of more 
than 900 experts, policymakers, 
and industry leaders about their 
perceptions of global risk in the 
short, medium, and long term, the 
report found that 23 percent of the 
respondents see state-based armed 
conflict as the most likely to pres­
ent a material crisis on a global 
scale in 2025.

“Fear and uncertainty cloud 
the outlook in various parts of 
the world, including Ukraine, the 
Middle East, and Sudan, with mul­
tilateral institutions struggling to 
provide effective mediation and 
work toward resolutions,” said the 
report.

Environmental risks dominate 
the longer-term outlook.

The geoeconomic confrontation 
was also on the imminent risk list, 
as the incoming US administration

A miner is transported on a 
stretcher by rescue workers 
after he was rescued from 
below ground in an 
abandoned gold mine in 
Stilfontein, North West 
Province, South Africa, on 
Tuesday. A total of 78 bodies 
and 166 survivors have been 
hauled out in the rescue 
operation that began on 
Monday, with hundreds more 
still stuck 2 kilometers below 
the surface, them ba hadebe/ap

Precarious future
Bayrou’s government, formed in 

the wake of last summer’s snap 
elections, feces a precarious future. 
The motion of no confidence, 
spearheaded by the LFI, is sched­
uled for a vote on Thursday.

While the far-right National Ral­
ly has declared it will not support 
the motion, the government’s sur­
vival hinges on Socialist deputies 
withholding their votes.

Gerard Raymond, president of 
France Health Associations, 
expressed skepticism about Bay­
rou’s broader strategy on Francein­
fo TV on Wednesday, saying, “We 
need structural reform. Injecting 
more money alone will not 
improve the healthcare system.”

i

Healthy competition
When asked about Al competi­

tion between countries, Russell 
said, “I think, in general, the com­
petition is healthy.” However, he 
emphasized that excessive competi­
tion in Al should be approached 
with caution, as it could jeopardize 
Al safety.

“Safety failures damage the 
entire industry. For example, if one 
airline doesn’t pay enough atten­
tion to safety and airplanes start 
crashing, that damages the whole 
industry,” he said.

Al cooperation, based on safety, is 
both allowable and economically 
sensible, Russell said.

“In collaboration with several Al 
researchers from the West and Chi­
na, we’ve been running a series of 
dialogues on Al Safety, specifically 
to encourage cooperation on safety. 
Those have been quite successful. 
The behavioral red lines I men­
tioned earlier are a result of those 
discussions.” he said.

Regarding Al cooperation 
between China and the United 
States, Russell stated that both 
countries now emphasize on ensur­
ing Al safety.

“I think there’s at least as much 
interest in that direction in China as 
there is in the US. Several senior 
Chinese politicians have talked 
about Al safety and are aware of the 
risks to humanity from uncon­
trolled Al systems. So, I really hope 
that we can cooperate on this 
dimension”, he said.

“The US and China have agreed 
not to allow Al to control the 
launch of nuclear weapons, which I 
think is sensible”, he added.

A four-story building tilted precariously in Vidyasagar Colony, 
Baghajatin, Kolkata, India, on Tuesday. Preliminary investigations 
revealed that inferior quality materials were used in the construction 
of the building, debajyoti chakraborty / getty images

Despite Bayrou’s conciliatory 
gestures, critics argue his govern­
ment’s survival strategy risks alien­
ating all sides.

His plan to grant a three-month 
negotiation window has been 
derided as insufficient. If the talks 
fail, the current pension frame­
work remains, deferring reforms to 
a future administration.

Reactions from civil society high­
light the broader stakes for Bay­
rou’s reforms. Labor unions remain 
skeptical about the government’s 
ability to implement meaningful 
changes.

Constitutional scholar Bezzina 
concluded: “He has placed respon­
sibility on all political actors but 
has yet to bridge critical divides.”

Bayrou’s gamble to delay defini­
tive action on pensions may buy 
time, but whether it ensures stabil­
ity or exacerbates divisions 
remains to be seen.
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Experts reject Japans claims over Diaoyu Islands
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other minor islands as determined. 
Magosaki also highlighted that 

when the United States transferred 
administrative control of Okinawa 
to Japan, it refrained from taking a 
stance on territorial claims. “From 
an international standpoint, this 
means that the ‘Senkaku Islands’ 
cannot be recognized as Japanese 
territory’

Thkakage Fujita, secretary-general 
of the Association for Inheriting and 
Propagating the Murayama State­
ment, a Japanese civic group, told 
China Daily that resolving territorial 
disputes is challenging, as a misstep 
can spark nationalist tensions and 
conflict.

During the 1972 negotiations to 
normalize diplomatic relations 
between Japan and China, Japanese 
prime minister Kakuei Tanaka and 
Chinese premier Zhou Enlai agreed 
to shelve the Diaoyu Islands issue. 

“These two visionary leaders 
understood from history that pri­
oritizing the normalization of 
Japan-China relations was far 
more significant for Asia’s peace 
and prosperity than disputing 
over small, uninhabited islands,” 
Fujita said.

Tensions reignited in 2012 when 
Japan unilaterally and illegally 
“nationalized” the Diaoyu Islands. 
Fujita urged a return to the 1972 
shelving approach as the best way 
forward.

beneficiary of the J S-SEZ by capitaliz­
ing on trade and foreign investment 
diversion, it is Singapore, as a global 
business hub for multinational cor­
porations, that will enjoy “significant 
benefits” from being able to offer 
competitively priced manufacturing 
operations located in nearby Johor.

Xu said the JS-SEZ will encourage 
Singaporean industries to relocate to 
Johor to benefit from lower rental and 
labor costs. She said this will not only 
bridge gaps in skills and technology in 
specific areas, but also generate more 
job opportunities and support the 
development of a skilled workforce in 
Johor, narrowing disparities with 
Singapore’s highly skilled labor force. 

The zone, together with the com­
pletion of the Johor Bahru-Singapore 
Rapid Transit System, will foster 
greater connectivity and collabora­
tion across various sectors, including 
business, financial and professional 
services, and manufacturing, Xu said.

Experts have dismissed Japan’s 
sovereignty claims over the Diaoyu 
Islands as unfounded, urging both 
Japan and China to shelve the dis­
pute and pursue joint development. 

“As a matter of historical fact, the 
islands referred to as the Senkaku 
Islands by Japan were originally 
Chinese territory,” said Tadayoshi 
Murata, a historian and professor 
emeritus at Yokohama National 
University, during a hybrid discus­
sion held in Kawasaki, Kanagawa 
Prefecture, on Monday.

According to Japanese records, 
on Jan 14, 1895, Japan’s Cabinet 
decided to erect national markers 
on the Diaoyu Islands and incorpo­
rate them into the jurisdiction of 
Okinawa Prefecture.

However, this act was “opportu­
nistic, capitalizing on its victory in 
the First Sino-Japanese War (1894- 
95), and cannot be considered a 
legitimate act of sovereignty", 
Murata said.

Okinawa Prefecture, previously 
the independent Ryukyu Kingdom, 
was annexed by Japan in 1879, and 
the Diaoyu Islands were not includ­
ed in that annexation.

“Japan calls these islands inher­
ent territory, but since Okinawa 
itself was annexed later and isn’t

50 projects within five years, and cre­
ate 20,000 skilled jobs.

At a news briefing following the 
signing, Wong said the zone’s “greater 
potential" relies on the two countries 
“working together to attract new 
investment projects globally:

Khairussaleh Ramli, president 
and group CEO of Maybank in Kuala 
Lumpur, said in a statement that the 
zone will promote greater economic 
integration and boost intra-regional 
trade, as well as enhance Southeast 
Asia’s resilience as an economic bloc. 

Xu Le, a lecturer on business, 
strategy and policy at the National 
University of Singapore’s Business 
School, said the strategic location of 
the JS-SEZ makes it a “strong con­
tender” for becoming a logistics and 
trade hub in Southeast Asia.

By JIANG XUEQJNG 
in Kawasaki, Japan 

jiangmeqing@chinadailycom.cn

The establishment of a joint spe­
cial economic zone in Malaysia’s 
Johor state is expected to develop 
Singapore and Malaysia into a key 
regional hub for logistics and high- 
tech manufacturing, analysts say.

Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim and his Singaporean coun­
terpart Lawrence Wong signed an 
agreement to create the Johor-Singa­
pore Special Economic Zone, or 
JS-SEZ, on Jan 7 during the annual 
leaders’ retreat in the Malaysian city 
of Putrajaya. Both countries will 
establish separate funds to facilitate 
investments in the zone.

The initiative aims to attract high- 
value investments to Johor, complete

Palestinians were once again 
hoping the latest talks would deliver 
some relief from Israeli airstrikes, 
and ease a humanitarian crisis.

‘We are waiting for the cease-fire 
and the trace. May God complete it 
for us in goodness, bless us with 
peace and allow us to return to our 
homes,” said Amal Saleh, 54, a dis­
placed Gazan.

“Even if the schools are bombed, 
destroyed and ruined, we just want 
to know that we are finally living in 
peace.”

Under the plan, Israel would 
recover about 100 remaining hosta­
ges and bodies from among those 
captured. In return, it would free 
Palestinian detainees.

The latest draft is complicated 
and sensitive. Under its terms, the 
first steps would feature a six-week 
initial cease-fire.

tinians, Arab states and Israel still 
need to agree on a vision for post­
conflict Gaza, a massive task 
involving security guarantees for 
Israel and billions of dollars in 
investment for rebuilding.

Despite die efforts to reach a cease­
fire, die Israeli military, the Shin Bet 
internal intelligence agency and die 
air force attacked about 50 targets 
throughout Gaza over the past 24 
hours, Shin Bet and the military said 
in a statement on Wednesday.

Israeli strikes killed at least 27 Pal­
estinians across the enclave. Those 
included seven people who were in a 
school sheltering displaced families 
in Gaza City. Another six were killed 
in separate airstrikes on houses in 
Deir al-Balah, Bureij camp and 
Rafah, medics said.

Movies appeal to Chinese viewers and 
prompt calls for stronger cooperation

missions to Ryukyu, warning of 
potential disputes.

To avoid conflict, then-Japanese 
foreign minister Kaoru Inoue 
advised delaying action. But the 
First Sino-Japanese War gave win­
ning Japan a chance to erect 
markers.

Murata said this decision was 
part of Japan’s broader strategy to 
occupy Taiwan and the Penghu 
Islands during that period.

“Given the current circumstan­
ces, I believe the issue of these 
islands must be approached from a 
broader perspective,” he said. “The 
East China Sea should become a 
zone of peace, friendship and 
cooperative development.”

The zone will leverage the strengths 
of both countries while addressing 
their respective limitations, she said. 

Combining Malaysia’s land and 
labor resources with Singapore’s 
global connectivity and high govern­
ance standards will make the zone 
“an appealing destination” for global 
investors, she added.

Ian Yoong Kah Yin, a private equity 
investor and former investment 
banker in Malaysia, said the JS-SEZ 
could make Malaysian exports more 
competitive by streamlining the sup­
ply chain, as Singapore is technologi­
cally more advanced than Malaysia. 

“Production costs, however, are 
expected to be higher than other 
major manufacturinghubs in ASEAN 
given the strong demand for labor 
and land in the JS-SEZ. The focus of 
industries in the JS-SEZ will be high 
value-added manufacturing,” he said. 

Yoong said that while it might 
appear that Johor will be the bigger

DOHA/CAIRO/JERUSALEM - 
Negotiators were trying to hammer 
out the final details of a complex, 
phased cease-fire in Gaza on 
Wednesday after marathon talks in 
Qatar aimed at ending a conflict 
that has inflicted widespread death 
and destraction and upended the 
Middle East

More than eight hours of talks in 
Doha had fueled optimism. Offi­
cials from mediators Qatar, Egypt 
and the United States as well as 
Israel and Hamas said on Tuesday 
that an agreement for a trace in the 
besieged Palestinian enclave and 
the release of hostages was closer 
than ever.

However, a senior Hamas official 
told Reuters late on Thesday that 
tiie Palestinian group had not yet 
delivered its response because it 
was still waiting for Israel to submit 
maps showing how its forces would 
withdraw from Gaza.

During months of on-and-off 
talks to achieve a trace in the devas­
tating 15-month-old conflict, both 
sides have previously said they 
were close to a cease-fire only to hit 
last-minute obstacles. The broad 
outlines of the current deal have 
been in place since mid-2024.

If successful, the planned phased 
cease-fire could halt fighting that 
has decimated Gaza, killed tens of 
thousands of Palestinians, dis­
placed most of the enclave’s popu­
lation of 2.3 million, and is still 
killing dozens of people each day. 

That, in turn, could ease tensions 
across the wider Middle East, where 
the conflict has fueled fighting in the 
West Bank, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen 
and Iraq, and raised fears of an all- 
out war between Israel and Iran.

Israel launched its assault in 
Gaza after Hamas-led fighters 
stormed across its borders on Oct 7, 
2023, killing 1,200 people and tak­
ing more than 250 hostages, 
according to Israeli tallies.

Since then, Israeli forces have 
killed more than 46,700 Palestini­
ans in Gaza, according to health 
officials in the enclave.

inherently Japanese, claiming the 
islands as ‘inherent’ is contradicto­
ry”, Murata said. “The argument 
doesn’t hold water.”

He also found that since the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), Chinese 
maps and documents have consist­
ently included Diaoyu Dao, Huang- 
wei Yu and Chiwei Yu — all part of 
the Diaoyu Islands — as China’s 
territory.

Before its annexation as Okinawa 
under Japan’s Meiji government, 
Ryukyu was an independent state 
under the investiture of the Ming 
and Qing Dynasties (1368-1911). 
Chinese emperors legitimized each 
king of Ryukyu through investiture 
ceremonies, sending 24 missions to 
report on the kingdom’s state.

Murata said historical accounts 
from these missions identified 
Diaoyu Dao, Huangwei Yu and 
Chiwei Yu as navigation markers, 
with Ryukyu’s territory beginning 
at Kume Island — a view shared by 
both China and Ryukyu.

In 1885, Japan’s Ministry of Home 
Affairs instructed Okinawa gover­
nor Sutezo Nishimura to survey 
uninhabited islands between Oki­
nawa and Fuzhou in East China’s 
Fujian province, with plans to erect 
national markers.

However, Nishimura raised con­
cerns, noting these islands were 
documented and used as naviga­
tion markers by Qing investiture

Several Indian films have, in 
recent years, become hits in China, 
prompting industry insiders and 
observers from both countries to call 
for enhanced cooperation in the 
movie sector to foster mutual under­
standing between the two neighbors. 

“Indian movies have a special 
appeal to Chinese audiences because 
of similar cultural values," the Chi­
nese embassy in New Delhi said in a 
statement. “Humanistic care and 
profound feelings transcend borders. 
China and India can strengthen 
cooperation in the movie sector and 
promote mutual understanding 
between the two peoples.”

Indian films have sparked multiple 
waves of enthusiasm in China, the 
embassy said. Among them, Dangal 
tops the Chinese box office, earning 
nearly 1.3 billion yuan ($1773 million). 

In November, the Tamil action 
thriller Maharaja, starring Vijay 
Sethupathi, made a record-breaking 
debut in Chinese cinemas. Last 
week, Chinese embassy spokeswom­
an Yu Jing shared a post on X featur­
ing the cast, writing: “Maharaja has 
become the highest-grossing Indian 
film in China since 2018, reaching 
(rupees) 91.55 crore ($10.6 million). 
Well done.”

Indian films with romantic and 
social themes have recently gained 
popularity in China, carving out a 
lucrative market niche.

Maharaja, directed by Nithilan 
Saminathan, grossed more than 50 
million yuan ($6.8 million) at the box 
office in the first 10 days, according to 
cinema ticket sales platform Maoyan. 

Ahead of its release, the film 
earned an impressive 8.7/10 rating 
on Douban, China’s movie review 
site, and is expected to rank among 
tiie top 10 Indian films in China in 
box office earnings.

Indian actor Aamir Khan’s Hindi 
films have enjoyed significant suc­
cess in China, with Dangal (2016) 
becoming a major hit.

Dangal ranks among the top 20 
highest-grossing foreign films in 
China. Other Hindi films such as 
Secret Superstar (2017) also achieved 
remarkable box office success.

Indian director Goutam Ghose 
said filmmakers from both countries 
can collaborate on projects that will 
enhance bilateral relations. 

“There are many beautiful stories 
from both sides. Stories from histo­
ry, stories from today’s time can 
connect India and China so well. 
Co-production can be an interesting 
scope for the younger generation in 
bringing new vision and new per­
ception between the two countries,” 
he said.

The Johor Bahru-Singapore Rapid Transit System Link is under 
construction in Johor Bahru, Malaysia, on Sept 23. 
SAMSUL SAID VIA GETTY IMAGES

A team member dusts a chandelier at the Blackpool Tower Ballroom 
in Blackpool, England, on Tuesday, as part of the annual spring 
maintenance. The venue undergoes a thorough clean each year, with 
its chandeliers loweredfor detailed care, anthony devlin via getty images

The plan also includes a gradual 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
central Gaza and the return of dis­
placed Palestinians to northern 
Gaza.

The deal would also require 
Hamas to release 33 Israeli hosta­
ges along with other steps.

A Palestinian boy stands next to a damaged tent for displaced people at the site of an Israeli strike on
a beachfront cafe, in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, on Tuesday. Ramadan abed /Reuters
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Two phases
The draft stipulates negotiations 

over a second phase of the agree­
ment will begin by the 16th day of 
phase one. Phase two includes the 
release of all remaining hostages, a 
permanent cease-fire, and the com­
plete withdrawal of Israeli soldiers. 

Even if the w'arring sides agree to 
the deal on the table, that agree­
ment still needs further negotia­
tion before there is a final cease-fire 
and the release of all tiie hostages. 

If it all goes smoothly, the Pales- 

Joint management
The best solution is an agreement 

to jointly manage the issue, showing 
the world that Japan and China can 
coexist peacefully without confron­
tation or resorting to war.

Ukeru Magosaki, director of the 
Japanese think tank East Asian 
Community Institute and a former 
senior official at Japan’s Foreign 
Ministry, agreed with Murata, say­
ing the Diaoyu Islands are not 
inherently Japanese territory.

He cited Japan’s acceptance of 
the 1945 Potsdam Declaration, 
which limited the country’s sover­
eignty to the islands of Honshu, 
Hokkaido, Kyushu, Shikoku and 

Bridging gaps
Films can bridge gaps in under­

standing, especially as newer genera­
tions may foiget the rich historical 
and cultural ties between India and 
China, Ghose said. His film Raahgir 
was screened at the 2020 Shanghai 
International Film Festival.

Hong Yanyan, adoctoral scholar at 
The University of Adelaide in Austra­
lia, said: “Indian films resonate with 
Chinese audiences because they 
blend universal themes with emo­
tionally rich narratives. Films like 
Dangal and Bajrangi Bhaijaan 
focus on family bonds, personal 
struggles and social issues — topics 
that strongly resonate in China, 
where family values and social narra­
tives hold deep cultural significance.” 

Having studied the popularity of 
Indian films in China, Hong said the 
portrayal of everyday challenges, 
heartfelt performances and engag­
ing music make them uniquely 
appealing.

Indian cinema offers an extraordi­
nary gateway to understanding the 
country's culture, values and people, 
she said. She suggests that joint film 
productions, cultural exchanges 
and film festival collaborations can 
help bridge the gap and strengthen 
ties between tiie two countries.

By APARAJIT CHAKRABORTY 
in New Delhi

For China Daily
•’1
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Trudeau’s exit
opens debate
on policy shifts
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B2B platform to promote Asian brands

Trump plans new agency for revenue collection
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Robert Wolfe, professor 
emeritus at Queen's University

By YANG GAO in Toronto 

gaoyang@chinadaUyusa.com

a nongovernmental task force 
assigned to find ways to fire fed­
eral workers, cut programs and 
slash federal regulations, all pail 
of what he calls his “Save Amer­
ica” agenda for a second term in 
the White House.

Billionaire Elon Musk and fel­
low entrepreneur Vivek Ramas- 
wamy are leading the DOGE’s 
ambitious efforts to reduce the 

offered his insights on Canada’s 
domestic politics.

“Elected members of the Liberal 
Party were increasingly voicing their 
concerns about Trudeau’s leadership, 
and public opinion polls have, for a 
long time, been very unfavorable to 
him,” he told China Daily.

The pending resignation of Cana­
dian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
has opened a debate on the direction 
of the country’s policies.

Trudeau announced his resigna­
tion on Jan 6, and said he would 
remain as prime minister until his 
ruling Liberal Party picked a new 
leader.

“A change of prime minister within 
the same party, I don’t think, makes 
any difference. The structural fac­
tors that shape trade policy remain 
unchanged, regardless of leadership 
transitions,” Robert Wolfe, professor 
emeritus at Queen’s University, told 
China Daily.

“There’s tremendous continuity in 
Canadian trade policy said Wolfe, 
who served as a foreign service offi­
cer in the Department of External 
Affairs.

But he dismissed the idea that 
Trudeau is directly responsible for 
the more general economic chal­
lenges facing Canada, pointing to 
global factors such as the COVID-19 
pandemic and inflation.

“To the extent that people think 
TYudeau is responsible for economic 
problems in Canada, they may feel 
better that he’s gone,” he said.

Wolfe acknowledged that some 
sectors, especially oil and gas, are 
unhappy with Trudeau’s policies. 
However, he noted that core policies, 
such as industrial carbon pricing, 
wouldn’t see significant shifts with 
different leadership.

“Business has already started mak­
ing significant investments aligned 
with industrial carbon pricing. Any 
major rollback would be both eco­
nomically disruptive and politically 
unwise,” he said.

US President-elect Donald TYump 
has criticized Canada and suggested 
that it become the 51st state of the 
United States.

“If s a very silly idea with no impli­
cations, other than worrying about 
how many people in Congress might 
take him seriously” Wolfe said.

He said such rhetoric distracts 
from concerns like trade tensions, 
including TYump’s proposal of a 25 
percent tariff on Canadian imports. 

Regarding US-Canada trade rela­
tions, Wolfe said he believes Canada’s 
geographic and economic ties to the 
US limit the scope for significant 
policy shifts.

“Canada is a fairly small, open 
economy heavily reliant on its trade 
relationship with the US.

“The fundamental economic inter­
ests of both countries don’t change 
based on who occupies the prime 
minister’s office,” he said.

Wolfe sees potential opportunities 
in Canada’s relationship with China, 
particularly in fostering a more sta­
ble diplomatic dynamic.

Wolfe said Canada and China are 
likely to maintain their cooperative 
engagement in multilateral forums 
like the World Trade Organization, 
where they often align on issues. 

“While leadership changes may 
influence the tone or short-term tac­
tics, the core economic and trade 
policies are expected to remain con­
sistent,” he said.

Andrea Perrella, an associate pro­
fessor at Wilfrid Laurier University, 

By MAY ZHOU in Dallas, Texas 

mayzhou@chinadailyusa.com

size and scope of the federal 
government.

Tariffs, with the threat of a 
potential 25 percent levy on all 
goods from some allies, have 
raised concerns among industry 
insiders.

Inefficient way
Economists have said the cost 

of the tariffs will be passed on 

feasibility of Happy Global’s busi­
ness model.”

“We look forward to taking 
‘Global Sourcing, Global Selling’ 
as our mission, aiming to cover 1 
million small- and medium-sized 
retail stores and achieve $10 bil­
lion in revenue,” said Chen.

“With good partners, good team 
and good product as our founda­
tion, we will cooperate with more 
brands and manufacturers to 
deliver cost-effective products to 
small- and medium-sized retail 
channels in the United States, ulti­
mately achieving a win-win situa­
tion for product brands, channel 
providers, stores and consumers.” 

According to Sarah Li, vice- 
president at Happy Global, the US 
retail market will reach $9 trillion 
by 2030, with 70 percent — about 
$6 trillion — being offline sales. 
While 60 percent of the market is 
taken by retail giants such as Cost­
co and Target, 40 percent, worth 
$2.4 trillion, is captured by small- 
and medium-sized retail stores.

It is an underserved market 
including small regional chains 

store to see the product.
Charlie Kratka of Dr. Distro, a 

distribution company in Florida, 
said he’s been working with Happy 
Global the past couple of years. 

“I’ve never been stuck with one 
of their items. Everything I’ve ever 
purchased from [Happy Global], 
I’ve profited on and sold in full. 
They are one of my favorite ven­
dors,” he said.

Kratka said the conference 
helped him understand what 
Happy Global is getting into, and 
that the company has done “an 
incredible job”.

“I’ve never sold chips or choco­
lates or candies other than gum- 
mies, but I would be willing to try 
some exotic snacks,” said Kratka. “I 
am interested in purchasing some 
of those snacks. I’m all up on a 
large scale.”

Li said that she believes what 
Happy Global is doing will ben­
efit both manufacturers and 
consumers.

In her visits to US stores and 
in studying consumer research, 
“the most frequently heard word 
is inflation”, and distribution part­
ners and store owners hope for 
“more high-quality cost-effective 
products”.

She also visited dozens of brands 
and factories in the snack and bev­
erage industries in China and saw 
a shrinking domestic market.

“I’ve seen the desire for efficient 
matching of supply and demand 
from both sides of the Eastern and 
Western hemispheres. Whether 
actively or passively, we believe 
that 2025 will be the beginning of 
Asian brands and the manufac­
turers deeply penetrating the US 
offline market,” Li said.

to consumers and are generally 
skeptical of them, considering 
them the mostly inefficient way 
for governments to raise money 
and promote prosperity.

Democratic lawmakers were 
quick to criticize the External 
Revenue Service plan.

“No amount of silly rebrand­
ing will hide the fact that Trump 
is planning a multitrillion-dollar 
tax hike on American families 
and small businesses to pay for 
another round of tax handouts 
to the rich,” Oregon Senator Ron 
Wyden, the top Democrat on the 
Senate Finance Committee, said 
in a statement.

Also on Tuesday, House Speak­
er Mike Johnson ordered that 
flags at the US Capitol be raised 
to their full height on Inaugu­
ration Day, pausing a 30-day 
flag-lowering order following 
the death of former president 
Jimmy Carter.

The Republican leader’s deci­
sion means that Trump will not 
take the oath of office for his 
second term under a half-staff 
flag, a prospect that he had pre­
viously complained about.

Happy Global, a B2B platform that aims to empower Asian brands to enter the US market of small- and medium-sized retailers, was officially 
launched on Jan 13 in Dallas, Texas, mayzhou / china daily

WASHINGTON - US Pres­
ident-elect Donald Trump on 
Tuesday announced plans to cre­
ate a new agency called the Exter­
nal Revenue Service to collect 
tariffs and other revenues from 
foreign nations.

“We will begin charging those 
that make money off of us with 
Trade, and they will start pay­
ing,” Trump said on Tuesday 
on his social media site, Truth 
Social. He compared his planned 
creation to the Internal Revenue 
Service, which is the nation’s 
domestic tax collector.

The creation of a new agency 
requires an act of Congress, and 
Republicans hold the majority in 
both the House and the Senate. 

Trump, who has vowed to 
shrink the size of government, 
would be creating a new agency 
to perform functions already 
handled by existing agencies, 
including the Commerce Depart­
ment and the Customs and Bor­
der Protection, which collect 
duties and revenues from other 
nations.

The president-elect has 
tapped two business titans to 
lead his Department of Gov­
ernment Efficiency, or DOGE,

Sarah Li Happy Global vice- 
president 

with fewer than 20 locations, local 
convenience stores, gas stations, 
grocery stores, tobacco stores and 
liquor stores.

“They generally lack capabili­
ties of product selection, sourc­
ing, pricing, testing, promotion, 
marketing, data analysis,” said Li. 
“And these are the target stores for 
Happy Global.

“For brands, we provide con­
sumer insights, promotion, pric­
ing, marketing, testing, and we 
help brands to penetrate the US 
market,” Li continued.

“For local service providers, we 
partner with them to increase the 
distribution efficiency. For stores, 
we provide high-quality, cost-effec­
tive product portfolios, and we 
help stores to improve their opera­
tional efficiency by empowering 
stores, and help stores to serve 
their consumers.”

Li said that Happy Global, 
through three years of deep cul­
tivation in the US market, has 
directly and indirectly covered 
around 200,000 small- and medi­
um-sized retail stores in the Unit­
ed States.

Kozed is a gummy candy from 
the Pearl River Delta Industrial 
Zone in China. Launched in the 
US market in December, Kozed 
candies are already available in 
500 stores.

“We estimate that by Ql 2025, 
we will achieve $1 million in retail 
sales,” Li said, adding that they 
expect $10 million sales by the 
end of 2025.

The day after the launch and 
conference, business partners 
toured Happy Global’s office and 
warehouse, checked out product 
samples, and visited a 7-Eleven 

Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks during a press 
conference following a meeting with federal, provincial and tenitorial 
leaders in Ottawa, Ontario, blair gable / Reuters

The timing of TYudeau’s departure 
could serve as a strategic move to 
address those pressures, he said. 

“A leadership campaign can attract 
considerable attention and draw 
potential voters to reconsider their 
support for the Liberals,” Perrella 
said. “But whether this support will 
last is another question.”

Trudeau’s resignation could also 
reshape the dynamics between the 
Liberal Party and other major par­
ties, like the Conservatives and the 
New Democratic Party.

“If the leader veers the party to 
the right, it may draw some support 
away from the Conservatives. How­
ever, such strategies have not always 
worked well for the Liberals in the 
past,” he said.

Perrella speculated that Trudeau’s 
resignation could lead to changes in 
Canada’s policy priorities, particular­
ly in response to external pressures. 

“It is likely that Canada will 
increase defense spending in reac­
tion to Donald Trump’s statements 
and potentially adopt a stricter 
stance on borders,” he said.

“If trade with the United States 
becomes more difficult, Canada will 
necessarily have to open up trade 
deals with other parts of the world,” 
Perrella said, likening Canada’s 
potential trade strategy to that of “a 
northern Australia”

Julian Castro-Rea, a professor of 
political science at the University 
of Alberta, told China Daily that 
Trudeau’s resignation could presage 
a significant shift in Canada’s foreign 
policy.

“The bad news for Canada is that 
his departure may signal a turn to the 
right for the country’s government, 
aligning even more rath US priori­
ties,” he said.

He suggested that Canada is 
increasingly perceived as a relay 
of US power, and the trend could 
deepen under potential successors, 
such as Conservative leader Pierre 
Poilievre or former deputy prime 
minister Chrystia Freeland.

Castro-Rea said he regretted 
what he called Canada’s dwindling 
role in promoting hemispheric 
partnerships, especially with Latin 
America.

He added that Canada had pri­
oritized relationships with what he 
called hegemonic political and eco­
nomic global powers over the inter­
ests of Latin American countries.

Workers test the strength of temporary security fencing on Monday 
near the US Capitol building ahead of the presidential inauguration. 
FRANCIS CHUNG/AP
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For brands, we 
provide consumer 
insights, promotion, 
pricing, marketing, 
testing, and we help 
brands to penetrate 
the US market.”

The fundamental 
economic interests of 
both countries don’t 
change based on who 
occupies the prime 
minister’s office.”

Expert expectd ‘tremendous continuity’ 
in core economic and trade measures

At a 7-Eleven store in North 
Dallas, two candies from China - 
Kozed and Peelerz - are displayed 
at the most prominent and conve­
nient spot - the booth right at the 
entrance next to the newspaper 
stand.

Store clerk Raj said that the two 
candies have been selling very 
well compared with other similar 
products.

“I’ve been working here for one 
month, and I know that the sales 
are very good because people are 
always getting it, in the morning, 
evening; people are always getting 
a bag.”

The two candies are among 
the newly launched products by 
Happy Global, a new channel 
platform that aims to empower 
Asian brands to expand into the 
US market with a focus on small- 
and medium-sized retailers.

After three years of operation to 
test the waters, Happy Global was 
officially launched on Jan 13 in 
Dallas, where its global headquar­
ters is located.

The launch was held in con­
junction with its inaugural Open 
Platform Conference at the Kay 
Bailey Hutchison Convention Cen­
ter. Scores of its brand partners, 
channel providers and potential 
investors attended the event.

Happy Global introduced three 
modules: a product center, a mar­
keting promotion section, and an 
integrated purchasing and sales 
section to the attendees.

Victor Chen, co-founder and 
CEO, said a three-year diy ran lias 
helped the company to “verify the
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Opinion Line

Stability in ROK crucial for country
as well as Northeast Asian region

AI curbs show Biden’s rejection of cooperation

L

‘TikTok refugees’ prove the digital world is flat

What They Say

Japan can revitalize by strengthening ties with neighbor
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China and Japan have markedly 
intensified their efforts to try and 
reinvigorate bilateral ties since the 
Shigeru Ishiba government took 
office in October, particularly after 
his meeting with the top Chinese 
leader on the sidelines of the 31st 
APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in 
Lima in November.

In the latest move in that regard, 
the ruling parties of the two coun­
tries agreed on Tuesday that they 
would maintain close dialogue and 
communication no matter what die 
state of China-Japan relations. The 
two governments also reached a
10-point consensus on people-to-peo- 
ple and cultural exchanges in Beijing 
last month.

People-to-people and cultural 
exchanges and exchanges between 
their respective ruling parties served 
as important icebreakers in the nor­
malization of Sino-Japanese rela­
tions in 1972, which ushered in a new 
chapter for the two neighbors. 

In their meeting with Chinese For­

eign Minister Wang Yi in Beijing on 
Tuesday, the Japanese delegation, led 
by Secretary General Hiroshi Moriya- 
ma of the Liberal Democratic Party 
and Secretary General Makoto Nishi- 
da of the Komeito Party, expressed 
Tokyo’s willingness to work with Bei­
jing to push for concrete results in 
practical cooperation in various fields. 

That’s a clear message that Ishiba 
is not only looking to improve the 
communication with Beijing but 
more importantly seeking to 
strengthen pragmatic economic and 
trade collaboration with the world’s 
second-largest economy.

The Ishiba government undoubted­
ly faces an acute need to inject some 
vitality into the Japanese economy, 
which has endured long-term stagna­
tion since die 1990s, when Washing­
ton successfully contained Japan’s 
catch-up through imposing on it a 
series of trade, financial, technological 
pacts favoring the United States. Both 
the former Shinzo Abe and Fumio 
Kishida governments failed to do so.

tural exchanges with the rest of die 
world. For too long, US social media 
platforms such as X (formerly Twit­
ter), Meta (formerly Facebook) and 
YouTube have dominated die social 
media landscape.

By threatening to ban TikTok, US 
politicians have helped Xiaohong- 
shu, a Chinese platform, to go global 
and that’s an opportunity Xiaohong- 
shu should make the most of. It’s 
time Xiaohongshu optimized its 
app, and improved its network ser­
vices so that more US users can 
enjoy its content.

Further, while Xiaohongshu’s 
original user base was mostly Chi-

eijing has repeatedly said that it remains ready to work with Brussels to ensure that China 
and the European Union remain firm partners. It has called for Brussels to deepen strategic 
communication to enhance mutual understanding and political trust so as to promote the 
sound and steady development of China-EU relations and make new contributions to world

peace and development.
China and Europe have generally been on good terms since China established diplomatic relations 

with the European Economic Community, predecessor of the European Union, 50 years ago. 
For a longtime, they had complementary economic and trade ties on which to strengthen their coop­

eration. But as China has moved upstream on the global industry and supply chains, competition has 
emerged and intensified between the two economies. This competition has produced trade frictions in 
some areas. So much so that the EU identified China as a “systemic rival” in 2019. The ongoing tit for tat 
over EU restrictions on Chinese electric vehicles is the latest sign of such unease.

But for all the competitive aspects of their relationship, Beijing and Brussels do not have to engage 
in mutually undermining rivalry. Sustaining and amplifying the mutually beneficial side of their rela­
tions are of particular significance amid today’s growing uncertainties.

The central message from Tuesday’s phone conversation between Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and European Council President Antdnio Costa, that both sides seek to uphold their partnership, 
should thus be reassuring for both sides.

As President Xi correctly pointed out, China and Europe have “no fundamental conflicts of interest 
or geopolitical contradictions”, and have been “partners of mutual achievement”. This does not mean 
Beijing and Brussels should look aside from their present spat. But there are obviously better, more 
productive ways to handle it. The talks between the two leaders offered timely mutual assurance as 
both economies brace for unpredictable changes as a new administration takes office in the United 
States in a matter of days.

The next US administration will not necessarily upend the US’ relations with China and Europe. 
But with the incoming US leader threatening tariff hikes against China and the EU, both Beijing and 
Brussels are naturally respectively considering the vulnerabilities of the Chinese and EU economies 
and the best means of self-protection. Choosing to follow Washington’s lead and wield the baton of 
unilateral sanctions would not only betray the EUs long-standing commitment to free trade. More 
importantly, it would bog Brussels down in the mire of anti-globalization and trade protectionism, 
and end up hurting the EU economy. If the present trade spat with China could be resolved via con­
structive consultation, it would change the ball game.

The two sides’ agreement on organizing a China-EU summit this year, an annual event absent last year, 
in celebration of the 50 th anniversary of the establishment of bilateral diplomatic relations, indicates they 
opted for constructive engagement. As the top Chinese leader stated, as “defenders of the multilateral 
trading system” Beijing and Brussels must strive to hedge their “symbiotic relationship” against the com­
plex, severe uncertainties in today’s world. The history of the bilateral relationship shows, as Xi highlight­
ed, that so long as both sides respect each other, treat each other as equals, and engage in candid dialogue, 
they will be able to work together and accomplish big things. Partners do not have to share the same ide­
als, they can also be those who are able to shelve their differences and seek common ground, he said.

Just as Costa emphasized, both the EU and China respect the UN Charter, uphold multilateralism, 
seek to preserve free trade, and oppose bloc confrontation, hence they should cooperate, rather than 
compete. If the EU and China can resolve their trade disputes and expand their cooperation, they 
would no doubt instill badly needed stability and certainty into the turbulent international situation. 

Building on the momentum generated by the two leaders’ talks, the two sides should make good 
preparations for the next China-EU Summit. Both sides should also give full play to the roles of their 
strategic, economic and trade dialogue mechanisms, and step up their cooperation in response to cli­
mate change and the potential threats posed by artificial intelligence, and provide more convenience 
for people-to-people exchanges, so as to further consolidate their friendly relations and continue 
pushing forward the mutually beneficial China-EU partnership.

ooking back over the past four years, from its first sit-down with the Chinese side in Anchor­
age in March 2021, the Joe Biden administration has shown no qualms about carrying out its 
China policy from “a position of strength”

That explains why, even though it has repeatedly claimed that cooperation is one of the
three pillars of its China policy, it has never worked with Beijing to leverage the strength of that pillar 
as a stabilizer of relations. Instead, it has focused on continually reinforcing the other two pillars, 
competition and confrontation. Artificial intelligence is a good example of how the Biden adminis­
tration has rejected cooperation in favor of competition and confrontation, although it has gone 
through the motions to make it look like it is cooperating with China on AI.

As agreed by the two heads of state in their San Francisco summit in November 2023, the US and 
China held the first meeting of intergovernmental dialogue on AI in Geneva in May. The two sides 
exchanged views on the technological risks posed by AI, global governance of the technology and 
its use, as well as other issues of respective concern. They also agreed to promote the sustainable 
development of artificial intelligence on the basis of safety, reliability and controllability. Later in 
June, carrying forward that consensus, the second China-US Track 1.5 Dialogue took place in Bei­
jing, during which participants from both countries reached a consensus to further deepen their 
cooperation in the field of AI.

Yet, on Monday, one week before it leaves office, the administration unveiled sweeping export 
restrictions on artificial intelligence semiconductors and model parameters, with China being the 
main target. The US’ restrictive measures on AI chip exports, which extend its long-arm jurisdiction 
by setting obstacles in the way of normal trade between third parties and China, not only seriously 
hinder normal economic and trade exchanges between countries, affect global scientific and techno­
logical innovation, and damage the interests of companies in various countries around the world, but 
also divide the world on AI, pushing the technology to evolve in a direction opposite to what it agreed 
with China in Geneva.

No wonder many US high-tech companies and industry organizations have clearly expressed their 
dissatisfaction with the move through various channels, arguing that the measures have been hastily 
formulated and issued without sufficient discussion. Reportedly Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang is 
embarking on a trip to China this week, a visit apparently intended to figure out how to sidestep the 
Biden administration’s latest AI chip curbs.

Beijing has responded to the move by adding seven US companies to the unreliable entity list on 
Tuesday. Although the Chinese measures are not equivalent in scale and consequence to the US 
moves, they show Beijing’s firm resolve to safeguard its core interests.

The development of AI is a double-edged sword. While it can be a boon for social progress and interna­
tional security, it can also aggravate unfairness and injustice and be a threat to peace and stability. 
Unlike the US, which is seekingto build ahigh fence around the technology to ensure it serves only itself, 
China is committed to ensuring that artificial intelligence technology is beneficial to humanity, safe and 
fair, and always developing in a direction that is conducive to the progress of human civilization.

China therefore supports strengthening global governance of artificial intelligence and advocates 
giving full play to the main role of the United Nations to form a global artificial intelligence govern­
ance framework and standards with a broad consensus. China has always believed that the develop­
ment of AI should not be a tool for competition and confrontation between countries, but a means of 
cooperation for the benefit of the whole of humankind.

At their meeting in Lima, the Chinese and US leaders affirmed the need to address the risks of AI 
systems, to improve AI security, and to enhance international cooperation on AI, stressingthat a pru­
dent and responsible attitude must be adopted in developing AI technology.

It is to be hoped that the incoming US administration realizes that it is in a position of strength for 
humankind to ensure that what is essentially alien intelligence is used for good and for the good of all.

Impeached Republic of Korea Pres­
ident Yoon Suk-yeol was detained at 
his residence in Seoul on Wednesday, 
weeks after investigators first 
attempted to arrest him for briefly 
declaring martial law in December. 

Investigators entered the residence 
early on Wednesday in a second 
attempt to arrest Yoon following an 
earlier failed attempt after a Seoul 
court issued an arrest warrant against 
him on Dec 31 on suspicion of insti­
gating civil unrest and abuse of power. 

Extension of the warrant to arrest 
Yoon was granted on Jan 7. The 
National Assembly passed an 
impeachment motion against Yoon 
on Dec 14, which was delivered to the 
constitutional court for deliberation 
for up to 180 days, during which 
Yoon’s presidential power was sus­
pended.

After the failed execution of a mar­
tial law on the night of Dec 3, Yoon

was named by investigating agencies 
as the suspected ringleader in a case 
of insurrection.

Yoon’s case and all the political 
chaos surrounding it are part of com­
plex political developments in the 
ROK, and whatever the outcome, 
they will likely reshape the ROK’s 
political landscape, prompting all 
circles of its society to consider how 
to create a healthier, more stable 
political environment.

With the ROK at a critical juncture 
of economic development and diplo­
macy, that a sitting president is 
embroiled in such a serious legal crisis 
sends die message of the country being 
politically unstable. That will dampen 
the confidence of domestic investors 
while international partners will think 
twice before investing in the ROK. 

Since taking office, the Yoon admin­
istration has been implementing a 
pro-United States and pro-Japan for-

As TikTok awaits the US Supreme 
Court’s decision on whether it can 
continue to operate in the United 
States, the huge flow of US TikTok 
users to Chinese social media app 
Xiaohongshu as it is called in Man­
darin, proves that the world is indeed 
flat in the digital age.

With the app’s existence threat­
ened, “TikTok refugees” have 
emerged. By threatening to block 
TikTok, US politicians are only driv­
ing its users to other social media 
platforms.

By proposing the ban on TikTok, 
US politicians have provided China 
with an opportunity to increase cul-
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nese users, the inflow of “TikTok ref­
ugees” opens a channel for it to 
spread Chinese culture around the 
world.

More US users will get to know 
what the Chinese are talking about 
and make friends wtith the latter 
online, further bridging the cultural 
gap across the Pacific.

Xiaohongshu marks only the start 
for more Chinese social media plat­
forms to get more US users. WeChat, 
Sina Weibo, Douyin, Kuaishou 
should all prepare so they can be 
bridges for Sino-US cultural 
exchanges.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

China Dally USA
1500 Broadway, Suite 2800,
New YorX, NY 10036
+1212537 8888

editor@chlnadallyusa.com

eign policy while adopting an 
unfriendly attitude toward China, but 
China consistently adheres to the 
principle of noninterference in other 
countries’ internal affairs, and 
believes the people of the ROK have 
tiie wisdom and ability to properly 
handle their domestic affairs, like 
Yoon’s case.

Northeast Asia has always been an 
extremely sensitive region, and as a 
key regional stakeholder, the develop­
ing political situation in the ROK will 
have its impact on the whole region. 
The ROK is an important neighbor 
and friendly cooperative partner of 
China, and China hopes that the situ­
ation there stabilizes as soon as possi­
ble to promote the sound and steady 
development of bilateral relations, 
which serves the common interests of 
both China and the ROK and also the 
region as a whole.

- WU YIXUE, CHINA DAILY
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Beijing 100029
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Although it is correct to fuel 
growth through innovation as the 
Japanese policymakers propose, 
Japan needs such a huge market as 
China to digest its commercialized 
innovation capacity so as to fully 
realize the values of its world-class 
industries and labs.

The structural complementarity 
between the Chinese and Japanese 
economies and industries has 
remained largely untapped due to 
the interference of external forces. 

Born and growing up after World 
War II, Ishiba and his colleagues 
should be well aware that although it 
was the US that boosted Japan’s 
quick recovery after the war, it was 
the common development of China 
and the Asia-Pacific that had sus­
tained Japan’s prosperity afterwards. 

Those historical lessons in both 
mending ties and rebooting the 
economy walk hand in hand with 
each other, and are still of strong ref­
erence value today.

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

China, EU can continue to contribute to each 
other’s success by strengthening partnership
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Ecuador and China: 45 years of a
dynamic and transforming relationship
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Colin Mackerras

Year of the Snake will be good for China

M

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/19/2025 1:15:35 PM

a

main trading partners, benefiting our 
economy and diversifying Chinese 
exports in our market, in a ran-win 
dynamic.

We trust that Chinese investment in 
Ecuador will increase, which will trans­
late into job creation and a boost to stra­
tegic and infrastructure sectors, essential 
for the country’s development.

Also, cultural interactions have grown 
enormously in this time. The Chinese 
community in Ecuador has been funda­
mental in keeping these ties alive. 
Through festivals, exhibitions, and cul­
tural exchanges, both countries have 
shared traditions that enrich the identity 
of our peoples. This approach also under­
lines the importance of understanding

countries don’t mind dominating mar­
kets through “over-production” when it 
suits them.

The third factor is China’s technologi­
cal advancement China’s scientific 
prowess before the “scientific revolu­
tion” beginning in the 16th century was 
unsurpassed in the world. But after that, 
China failed to advance like the West. 
But those days are over, with China 
catching up with the West in terms of 
technology and in some ways even 
eclipsing the West.

In space research, China has moved 
ahead so fast that it became the first 
country to bring lunar rock samples 
from the far side of the moon. And 
despite Western attempts to hold it back, 
Huawei remains a global leader in inno­
vative telecommunications.

China is a global leader also in artifi­
cial intelligence. Despite the controversy 
over the rapid development of Al and its 
implications on human society, its 
importance in the world is undeniable. 
Plus, Al will be a major determinant of 
the global geopolitical order. 

The geostrategic balance of power in 
the world has changed greatly in the last 
half a century, in China’s favor. China 
faces some major problems, economic 
and environmental, as do other coun­
tries. But the Chinese people seem to be 
overcoming their problems more sensi­
bly and calmly than others. I think it is 
largely due to their culture of education, 
harmony, peace and rationality. I expect 
the coming Year of the Snake to see fur­
ther Chinese advancement.

The author is constitutional president of
the Republic of Ecuador.

he Central Economic Work Conference 
in December 2024 to assess the eco­
nomic landscape and set priorities and 
targets for 2025, signaled a more pro­

active fiscal policy. To do so, the government will 
take a series of measures including raising the 
fiscal deficit ratio, increasing government 
spending, and issuing ultra-long-term special 
bonds and local government special bonds. 

The work conference’s decision highlights the 
government’s determination to support eco­
nomic recovery and growth.

With 2024 proving to be a pivotal year in 
achieving the goals of the 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25), the economy has not only become 
more resilient but also made steady progress 
toward realizing all-round high-quality develop­
ment. But China still feces various challenges: 
economic and geopolitical uncertainties on the 
global front, and weak demand, unemployment, 
slower growth and pressures on businesses at 
home. Addressing these challenges requires a 
recalibrated fiscal approach that balances short­
term responses with long-term objectives.

Fiscal policy is a critical tool for stabilizing the 
economy, particularly when aggregate demand 
is weak. While China has long adhered to an 
“active fiscal policy”, the decision to adopt a 
“more proactive” stance underscores a shift to 
counter-cyclical measures that reflect the cur­
rent economic reality.

The move is aimed at stimulating demand 
through increased public spending, optimizing 
supply structures to foster innovation and pro­
ductivity, and mitigating economic risks, deal­
ing with external uncertainties, and stabilizing 
the real estate, equities and other key markets. 
Importantly, it also seeks to boost market confi­
dence and create an environment conducive to 
sustained growth.
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The author is a Sinologist and an emeri­
tusprofessor at Griffith University in 
Australia.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those
ofChinaDaily.

A more proactive fiscal policy means greater 
emphasis on implementing fiscal measures of 
higher scale and structure to ensure maximum 
impact. On the scale side, increased fiscal deficit 
ratios and expanded public spending are key to 
boosting domestic demand, which has 
remained weak. In this regard, special bonds 
will play a critical role, with plans to broaden 
issuance, diversify investment channels, and 
increase their use as project capital. 

Besides, additional measures, such as issuing 
ultra-long-term special bonds, supporting “new 
infrastructure” projects, and increasing central- 
to-local transfer payments, will provide further 
momentum for economic growth and public 
welfare.

On the structural side, precision allocation of 
budgets is crucial. More resources should be 
allocated for improving people’s livelihoods, 
boosting consumption, and supporting long­
term development and other critical programs, 
while grassroots social programs should be safe­
guarded and measures taken to ensure govern­
ment departments practice frugality by cutting 
non-essential expenditure. This will ensure fis­
cal resources are directed toward initiatives that 
yield the greatest economic and social benefit 

The shift to a more proactive fiscal policy 
shows the government is determined to address 
both the domestic and global challenges. While 
consistent measures need to be taken to address 
the global economic volatility and geopolitical 
uncertainties, targeted solutions are needed to 
resolve domestic issues such as uneven regional 
development and industrial upgrading. 

By taking these measures, China can position 
itself as a stabilizing force in an unpredictable 
world. The policy’s emphasis on expanding 
demand and optimizing supply structures seeks 
to meet the immediate needs while laying the 
groundwork for long-term modernization. The 
policy is expected to stabilize market expecta­
tions, stimulate economic activity, and promote 
innovation and industrial upgrading. By 
improving public welfare and supporting key 
industries, the policy will contribute to both 
social stability and economic resilience. 

To achieve these results, the government must 
ensure fiscal policy is forward-looking and effec­
tively implemented, and government depart­
ments coordinate their programs and align the 
national goals with local realities. 

Amid the advancement of Chinese moderni­
zation, the policy shift highlights the impor­
tance of adaptability and precision in 
addressing complex challenges. By balancing 
immediate economic needs with long-term 
development goals, die government is well-posi­
tioned to navigate uncertainties and sustain 
high-quality development. This approach will 
reinforce China’s commitment to foster resil­
ience, promote shared prosperity and build a 
dynamic economy.

Feng Chen is a professor at the School of Eco­
nomics and Finance, Xi’an Jiaotong University; 
and Mou Silu is a research associate at the same 
institute. The views don’t necessarily represent 
those of China Daily.

ourselves as trading partners, as well as 
allies in the cultural and educational 
fields.

Together we look to the future in which 
our relations of brotherhood, work, and 
cooperation are strengthened, to better 
face global challenges.

These 45 years of fruitful diplomatic 
relations, in addition to being a reason 
for celebration, refresh our commitment 
to work together to achieve a better 
tomorrow.

Rest assured that the government of 
New Ecuador will spare no effort to crys­
tallize our common objectives.

By improving public welfare 
and supporting key industries, 
the policy will contribute to 
both social stability and eco­
nomic resilience.
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We trust that Chinese 
investment in Ecuador will 
increase, which will trans­
late into job creation and a 
boost to strategic and 
infrastructure sectors, 
essential for the country’s 
development.
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see that the Chinese people’s spirit of 
independence and self-reliance is very 
strong. They will not cave in under the 
pressure of punitive US tariffs. 

Self-reliance is a major part of Chinese 
culture, which has influenced China’s 
development. The other features include 
the emphasis on education and resolving 
problems harmoniously. Despite the bad 
periods in China’s history, Chinese peo­
ple’s resilience, fighting spirit and indus­
triousness have seen them through many 
a crisis. Three fectors stand out in all 
this.

The first is the Chinese people’s love 
for peace. Contrary to what the Western 
media say, I regard China as a peace-lov­
ing country. Unlike the US, which has 
been at war throughout its entire history, 
China avoids war. The century of humili­
ation taught it that a country is better off 
strong than weak. However, that does 
not mean it wants war.

The second factor is China’s empha­
sis on reducing pollution and moving 
toward a sustainable, green economy. 
China’s leadership of the green revolu­
tion over the last few years has been 
extremely impressive. The country is 
now the global leader in electric vehi­
cles (EVs), and solar and wind energy. 
This is a remarkable achievement, and 
shows China is sensitive to the dan­
gers that climate change poses to our 
world.

Some Western countries have recently 
accused China of “over-production” of 
EVs, which are important to build a sus­
tainable, green world in the future. How­
ever, the Western countries have targeted 
China because they are afraid that they 
will lose their market share of vehicles to 
China. But their attitude is mean consid­
ering how important EVs are to sustaina­
ble living. More importantly, these

several major countries to BRICS, with 
Indonesia becoming the first country to 
join the grouping in the first days of 
2025.

The rise of BRICS frightens the US 
elite, because it symbolizes the loss of 
their global economic dominance 
because of the decline of the US dollar as 
the principal international reserve cur­
rency. Although the decline of the dollar 
is an ongoing process, the year 2024 saw 
the acceleration of the process.

So what about 2025? I believe it will be 
a good year for China. Of course, we have 
to take into account Donald Trump’s 
return to the White House after four 
years and his threat to impose high tar­
iffs on imports from China, as well as 
other countries.

If Trump imposes punitive tariffs on 
Chinese goods, I believe he will cause 
more damage to the US than China. 
Looking at recent history, w'e can clearly

e live in a highly dynamic 
reality, which requires each 
country to strengthen its 
political, social, and eco­

nomic relations to fece the global chal­
lenges of our time.

The diplomatic relations between the 
Republic of Ecuador and the People’s 
Republic of China, during these 45 years, 
are a clear' example of this commitment 
to the growth of our nations, through 
joint work and cooperation at all lev­
els.

One of the fundamental pillars to > 
upkeep mutual support lias been f.

tlie comprehensive strategic part­
nership, which since its inception 
established a framework to pro­
mote political dialogue, trade, 
investment, and collaboration in 
science and technology. 

In addition, it has served as an 
instrament to promote meetings 
and encounters between leaders of 
both countries, reflecting a cooper­
ative approach to feeing global 
challenges.

We must also highlight the rele­
vant role played by Ecuador’s incor­
poration into the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) in 2018, an initiative 
promoted by China to improve con­
nectivity and sustainable development. 

For our country, this has meant inte­
gration into an ambitious infrastructure 
and trade project and the drive to 
improve the professional training of 
young Ecuadorians.

The New Ecuador that we promote is 
committed to youth, to their energy, and 
to their development. Therefore, we firm­
ly believe that education and professional 
training are the keys to any nation’s sus­
tainable progress.

In light of this, consolidating profes­
sional training programs in China and 
educational exchanges will raise the 
capabilities of our youth and facilitate 
deeper cultural ties between the two 
nations.

Furthermore, the recent entry into 
force of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
between Ecuador and China marks 
another significant milestone in our 
bilateral relations.

With confidence and a mutual com­
mitment to development, we have elimi­
nated tariff barriers, promoting free 
trade through a clear and fair regulatory 
framework.

These joint initiatives reflect the trust 
and desire to strengthen ties between 
both nations under the approach of 
respect.

China is positioned as one of Ecuador’s

any famous people were 
born in the Year of the 
Snake. There’s Polish 
astronomer and mathema­

tician Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543), a 
major figure in the “scientific revolution”, 
who established that Earth revolved 
around the sun, not the other way 
around. Then there’s the greatest of Ger­
man literary figures, Johann Wolfgang 
von Goethe (1749-1832).

But let’s talk about years, not people. 
One of the traditions of the Year of the 
Snake in China is transformation. There 
have been plenty of bad “snake” years. 
One is reminded of the Great Depression 
and the Wall Street Crash of (October)
1929. Another year I would like to men­
tion is 2001. It was the year when the 
Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United 
States took place. It was also the year 
when China joined the World Trade 
Organization — which helped expedite 
China’s economic development and inte­
grate its economy with the global econo­
my.

Looking back at the pastyear, two 
trends stand out for me. One is the dete­
rioration of the situation in the Middle 
East. The region is seeing a genocide 
being committed by the Israeli state, wit­
nessed in real time on TV screens across 
the world. And the US is complicit in this 
genocide, with its global standing going 
down drastically, even in parts of the 
West On the other hand, apart from the 
West and a few US ally countries, China’s 
standing has improved across the world, 
because it has stood with the ordinaiy 
people against the Israeli and American 
ruling elite.

The other development is the continu­
ing rise of BRICS, along with China’s ris­
ing economic status throughout the 
world. The year 2024 saw the addition of

China is a global leader 
also in artificial intelli­
gence. Despite the contro­
versy over the rapid
development of Al and its 
implications on human 
society, its importance in 
the world is undeniable.

Proactive fiscal policy 
will help build 
a dynamic economy



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/19/2025 1:15:35 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBALEDITION Thursday, January16,2025 | 13

GLOBAL VIEWS
ZHU FENG

Solidarity can steady the ship

A

R

MAXUEJING / CHINA DAILY

EFECANGURCAN

World of difference
Trump will need to recognize that the geopolitical landscape has changed since his first administration

0
- -■

J

2

<
K

\\\\
SONG CHEN/CHINA DAILY

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/19/2025 1:15:35 PM

£ r

X

In *

9

ry of Denmark, and the other seeks 
to exert control over the Panama 
Canal. He even dramatically sug­
gested that if the economy of Cana­
da continues to falter, the nation 
should consider becoming the 51st 
state of the US. Greenland, located 
at a pivotal position along Arctic 
shipping routes, is gaining strategic 
importance as global warming 
enhances its accessibility. Moreover, 
Greenland is home to significant 
reserves of strategic minerals, 
including rare earth elements. 
Should the US aggressively pursue 
control over Greenland, it would 
signal a return to imperialist expan­
sionism in the 21st century. While 
the likelihood of a US military occu­
pation of Greenland is slim, 
attempts to pressure Denmark 
politically and economically to sell 
the island would present a cata­
strophic challenge to global geopo­
litical stability.

Throughout 2024, the world also 
witnessed the unrelenting continu­
ation of the Ukraine crisis. Casual­
ties among soldiers and innocent 
civilians continued to climb amid 
the relentless military operations. 
Ukraine’s spring offensive in April 
saw Ukrainian forces penetrate 
Russian territory, a new develop­
ment that captured global atten­
tion. However, by the year’s end, 
the tide had decisively turned 
against Ukraine. Ukrainian incur­
sions into Russian territory had 
been decisively thwarted, and Rus­
sian advances within Ukraine’s bor­
ders expanded significantly, 
enlarging the occupied territories 
in eastern Ukraine. The battlefield 
dynamics have become increasing­
ly unfavorable for Ukraine. 
Although Trump has expressed 
intentions to initiate dialogue with 
Russia upon assuming office and 
pursue a ceasefire agreement 
accommodating various interests,

nian ethos. Under the Thump doc­
trine, moreover, the National Secu­
rity Strategy shifted from 
counterterrorism to long-term 
rivalry with so-called revisionist 
powers, particularly China. This 
framework justified the trade war, 
which resulted in tariffs on Chinese 
goods and restrictions on technolo­
gy companies such as Huawei.

Trump’s disruptive style and 
alignment with a crude nationalist 
tradition aside, his policies toward 
China align with a broader institu­
tional consensus that has emerged 
during the 2010s. Long before 
Thump’s first presidency, US politi­
cal elites began viewing China’s 
peaceful rise as a strategic threat. 
The Barack Obama administra­
tion’s pivot to Asia marked the 
beginning of this shift, which

Thump expanded upon, and Joe 
Biden has reinforced. 

Thump’s free and open “Indo-Pa­
cific” strategy, unveiled in 2017, 
built on Obama’s regional focus, 
reviving alliances such as the Quad 
and promoting “Freedom of Navi­
gation” operations in the South Chi­
na Sea. His administration passed 
the BUILD Act, creating the US 
International Development 
Finance Corporation to challenge 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 
Thump’s policy on the Taiwan 
region also became a cornerstone of 
his China strategy. His administra­
tion normalized arms sales to Tai­
wan island, and passed the Taiwan 
Havel Act, fostering high-level dip­
lomatic exchanges. Biden has 
expanded many of these initiatives, 
expanding the US tariffs and sanc­

tions on China, introducing the 
“Indo-Pacific” Economic Frame­
work for Prosperity, initiating the 
“Chip 4 Alliance” and forging the 
AUKUS security pact with Australia 
and the United Kingdom. There­
fore, the past three administrations 
reflect a bipartisan consensus that 
China is the US’ principal geopoliti­
cal challenge, ensuring continuity 
in US-China rivalry regardless of 
Thump’s leadership style. 

Finally, Thump’s Cabinet picks 
and campaign donors suggest con­
tinuity in his hard-line stance on 
China, which strongly reflects this 
bipartisan consensus. Key donors, 
such as Timothy Mellon, who 
praised Thump’s trade efforts, and 
Robert Bigelow, advocating for US 
dominance in space exploration, 
align with his nationalist agenda. 
Elon Musk presents a more 
nuanced case; while opposing US 
tariffs and maintaining business 
ties in China, rising tensions over 
China’s efforts to reduce reliance on 
Tesla and Starlink could push Musk 
closer to Trump’s policies.

Thump’s Cabinet selections fur­
ther reflect an aggressive stance. 
Marco Rubio, J.D. Vance and Mike 
Waltz are among the staunchest 
critics of China, advocating for 
measures such as banning Chinese 
telecom equipments, bolstering Tai­
wan island’s military capabilities, 
and enhancing US military readi­
ness in the “Indo-Pacific” region. 
Elise Stefan ik previously targeted 
Chinese influence in elections and 
academia, while Pete Hegseth and 
John Ratcliffe focused on counter­
ing China’s development efforts. 

Despite this bipartisan consen­
sus, the US feces a transformed geo­
political landscape compared to
Thump’s first term, as China lias sig­
nificantly bolstered its global posi­
tion. Economically, China has 
achieved significant progress in 
strategic industries such as manu­
facturing, green technology and 

force to combat Al-Shabaab, set to 
be deployed in January 2025. Addi­
tionally, political unrest in Ethiopia 
and other nations underscores the 
fragility of governance across parts 
of Africa in 2025. There remain 
uncertainties over whether the 
Global South can maintain political 
stability and achieve sustained eco­
nomic growth.

However, despite all the transfor­
mations and turbulences in the 
global landscape, fostering mutual 
respect, equal cooperation and joint 
actions among countries remain an 
essential principle for the interna­
tional community to sustain an 
open, inclusive and mutually bene­
ficial global system rooted in genu­
ine multilateralism.

President Xi Jinping has empha­
sized the traditional Chinese cultur­

al value of “sharing weal and woe 
together like passengers in the 
same boat” to confront challenges 
and threats. In today’s intercon­
nected world, this philosophy 
extends to the spirit of “shared 
responsibility as residents of the 
same planet” for various countries 
and their people. Looking ahead to 
the rest of this year, the internation­
al community must act collectively, 
inspired by this spirit of global soli­
darity, to overcome difficulties and 
build a brighter future.

artificial intelligence, while the BRI 
continues to expand its influence in 
Africa, Southeast Asia and Europe. 
Militarily, advancements in hyper­
sonic weapons, naval and aerial 
capabilities, and cyber technologies 
enhance China’s ability to counter 
US expansionism. Diplomatically, 
China has diversified its multilater­
al engagement and alliances with 
nations such as Russia, Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, challenging US con­
tainment efforts. Therefore, a 
hawkish approach alone may be 
insufficient without a nuanced 
understanding of China’s evolving 
strengths.

Trump’s return to the presidency 
is likely to deepen the US strategic 
rivalry with China, but the dynam­
ics of this confrontation have shift­
ed significantly. China’s remarkable 
progress in economic, technologi­
cal, military and diplomatic spheres 
ensures that it is not merely a pas­
sive player but an active agent in 
global power realignments. While 
institutional and ideational dimen­
sions of US policy point to continui­
ty in countering China’s peaceful 
development, Trump’s unpredicta­
ble and transactional style introdu­
ces an element of volatility that 
Beijing is well-prepared to manage. 
Ultimately, the impact of Trump’s 
second term will depend not only 
on how he balances these dimen­
sions of his foreign policy but also 
on how China leverages its 
strengths. This chapter in US-China 
relations may redefine the contours 
of global power in an increasingly 
multipolar world.

Houthi forces in Yemen, have fur­
ther deepened the turmoil that 
began on Oct 7,2023. The Israel- 
Palestine conflict has now spread 
beyond Gaza to neighboring 
regions. In mid-November, Syria 
witnessed the overthrow of the 
Assad regime after 12 days of 
attacks on Damascus by the 
nation’s opposition forces. Forced 
into exile in Russia, former presi­
dent Bashar al-Assad left behind a 
fractured country now governed by 
an interim administration led by 
Abu Mohammed al-Jolani. The col­
lapse of the Assad regime lias 
severed the “Iran-Syria resistance 
axis”, a key “Shiite linkage” that has 
contained Israel for the past three 
decades. The new Syrian govern­
ment has garnered support from 
the US, Tiirkiye and Israel, and Rus­
sia’s naval base and military pres­
ence in Syria now face significant 
vulnerabilities. At the beginning of 
this year, the new administration in 
Syria lias proposed domestic dia­
logues to rebuild political struc­
tures through elections. However, 
questions loom over whether post­
Assad Syria will resemble Afghani­
stan, which is governed by the 
Taliban, or the fragile coalition gov­
ernance of Iraq. The trajectory of 
Syria’s political future wall undoubt­
edly influence the broader reorga­
nization of the Middle Eastern 
geopolitical landscape. 

Global instability in 2024 extend­
ed beyond the Ukraine crisis and 
the Israel-Palestine conflict. Myan­
mar and South Sudan continued to 
grapple with severe domestic con­
flicts. In Somalia, Al-Shabaab’s 
insurgency prompted the African 
Union to deploy a stabilization mis­
sion. Meanwhile, countries such as 
Bangladesh and Georgia experi­
enced waves of public protests. On 
Dec 27, the UN Security Council 
approved an African Union-led task

The author is an adjunct professor 
at Shanghai University and visit­
ing senior fellow at the London 
School of Economics. The author 
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Dai­
ly-
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Last year was one of turmoil and uncertainty, and the international 
community must act collectively to foster greater global stability

n Jan 20, Donald Trump 
will take office at a time 
of global volatility unpar­
alleled since the Cold War

era. As the world speculates on how 
his second term might shape US 
foreign policy, one question looms 
large: how will US-China relations 
be in Thimp’s second term? Will 

Trump sustain 
the confronta­
tional approach 
that defined his 
first term, or piv­
ot toward recali­
bration? To 
understand what 

lies ahead, it is essential to consider 
three dominant perspectives on 
Thump’s foreign policy, each with its 
own merit: his “transactional lead­
ership” style, the “Jacksonian” tra­
dition shaping his foreign policy 
doctrine, and the institutional 
dynamics that have fostered a 
bipartisan consensus on China — 
all within the context of China’s 
evolving strengths in economic, 
technological, military and diplo­
matic realms.

A common perspective holds that 
Thump’s leadership style is “transac­
tional” to its core. He thrives on 
short-term, measurable gains, often 
at the expense of long-term strategy 
or alliances. Thump’s transactional- 
ism, which defined his first term, 
prioritizes deal-making over coher­
ent policymaking and ideological 
commitments, leveraging unpre­
dictability as a negotiation tool. 

In his dealings with China, 
Thump has alternated between 
combative rhetoric and unexpected 
praise. This seemingly erratic 
behavior appears to be a transac­
tional strategy aimed at keeping 
opponents off balance and maxi­
mizing leverage. Trump’s approach, 
which involves elements of “high 
anchoring” and “brinkmanship” 
strategies, is exemplified by his 
proposed 60 percent tariffs on Chi­

I
effecting on the turbulen­
ces and upheavals in glob­
al politics last year, it is 
evident that 2024 was a 

year of profound significance in 
shaping and transforming the tra­
jectory of international develop­
ment. The numerous events of the 

year signal that 
the global com­
munity is navi­
gating an era of 
heightened 
uncertainty and 
transition.

On Nov 5, 
Donald Trump was elected the 47th 
president of the United States. The 
advent of Thump’s new term marks 
the return of a country driven by 
interests-centered unilateralism, 
protectionism and populism. Since 
the dissolution of the Soviet Union 
in December 1991 and the end of 
the Cold War, successive US admin­
istrations have espoused policies of 
liberal internationalism, emphasiz­
ing the primacy of US-led interna­
tional rules and a “rules-based 
order” as central to its national 
strategy.

However, Tramp’s campaign rhe­
toric, in which he repeatedly threat­
ened to launch trade wars and 
signaled intentions to withdraw 
from global governance mecha­
nisms such as the World Health 
Organization and the Paris Agree­
ment, has raised widespread con­
cerns that a Thump-led White 
House not only seeks to “reshuffle” 
international rales based on hege­
monic power and self-serving inter­
ests but also poses a renewed 
challenge to multilateralism and 
global governance systems. 

What has become even more con­
cerning are Trump’s two proposed 
geopolitical expansionist ambi­
tions. One involves controlling 
Greenland, an autonomous territo­

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov insisted that the US must 
take the first step toward resuming 
dialogue and respect Russia’s legiti­
mate interests.

Regarding the crisis in Ukraine, 
Lavrov emphasized that Russia 
seeks not merely a ceasefire but a 
lasting peace. As 2024 has drawn to 
a close, the conflict showed no signs 
of de-escalation. As the Joe Biden 
administration authorizing 
Ukraine to use US-provided medi­
um- and long-range missiles 
against Russian targets, die move 
risks escalating hostilities to cata­
strophic levels. The dispatch of 
troops by the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea to assist Russian 
military operations in Ukraine, as 
part of its comprehensive security 
cooperation agreement with Rus­
sia, has further internationalized 
the conflict. As the world has 
stepped into 2025, questions 
remain about whether the Ukraine 
crisis will move toward dialogue 
and ceasefire or spiral into broader 
military confrontation. In a bid to 
secure leverage in future negotia­
tions, it is possible that the conflict 
could witness a dangerous escala­
tion.

The Middle East experienced 
unprecedented transformations in 
2024, marking the most disruptive 
developments in the region since 
the end of the Cold War. The Israeli 
government under Benjamin Net­
anyahu has repeatedly ignored 
United Nations General Assembly 
resolutions demanding a halt to 
military offensives in Gaza. In July, 
Israel’s sustained attacks on Pales­
tinian residential areas in Gaza 
destroyed critical healthcare infra­
structure, leaving civilians without 
medical facilities. Meanwhile, Isra­
el’s retaliatory strikes on Iran, cou­
pled with continued offensives 
against Hezbollah in Lebanon and

nese goods, a tactic that involves 
setting extreme demands to push 
the boundaries of what is consid­
ered negotiable. Tramp’s unpre­
dictability, such as his dramatic 
shift on TikTok from proposing a 
ban to opposing restrictions, 
reflects his tendency to use issues 
as bargaining chips. Similarly, his 
threats to “retake” the Panama 
Canal illustrate a willingness to 
escalate disputes for short-term 
advantage, often blurring the line 
between negotiation and provoca­
tion.

From an ideational perspective, 
Thimp’s approach is often associat­
ed with the Jacksonian tradition of 
US foreign policy. By invoking 
Andrew Jackson — the seventh US 
president remembered as a racist 
slaver and genocidal tyrant with 
Napoleonic aspirations — as his 
political hero, Trump aligns himself 
with a lineage that views free trade, 
international cooperation, and 
multilateral agreements as con­
straints on US autonomy. 

Interestingly, Thimp’s focus on 
acquiring territories such as Pana­
ma and Greenland echoes Jackson’s 
expansionist approach. Jackson 
sought territorial gains through 
purchase and, when thwarted, 
covertly supported settlers, fueling 
a proxy war in Texas. Jackson’s 
administration also used naval 
force in Sumatra to assert US power 
and secure US interests, a strategy 
mirrored in Tramp’s nationalist 
ambitions.

Tramp’s Jacksonian populism 
appears to have driven his decisions 
to withdraw from the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership agreement, the Paris 
Agreement and the World Health 
Organization. It also informed his 
criticism of NATO as “obsolete” and 
his rejection of NAFTA in favor of 
bilateral deals. Thimp’s populist 
rhetoric about China — labeling it a 
“thief” of US intellectual property 
— further underscores this Jackso-
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Yinxu slowly
reveals its secrets

More complete picture of ancient capital emerges as archaeologists unearth
detailed road network, Wang Ru reports.
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New clues at Erlitou site suggest a bigger role
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research labs, restoration facilities 
and warehouses for archaeological 
materials. It is expected to become a 
new hub for international coopera­
tion on Xia-Shang studies.

Contact the writer at
wangrul @chinadaily.com.cn
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level archaeological research center 
focusing on the Xia and the follow­
ing Shang Dynasty (c. 16th-llth cen­
tury BC) began in September in 
Luoyang. It will be equipped with

top 10 archaeological discoveries in 
2022.

Since then, archaeologists have 
continued to study the royal mauso­
leum area. Recently, they found two

discovery of roadside walls in the 
three other subregions, Zhao’s team 
speculated the remaining south­
west section would have the same 
structure.

In 2024, that speculation was con- 
finned as the northeast corner of 
the wall in this zone was revealed. 
The remaining wall is about 2 
meters across at its widest, and its 
discovery reveals for the first time 
the layout of the four subregional 
walls at the intersection of the cross­
roads.

“This discovery will significantly 
help the exploration of important 
issues such as the formation and 
development of the network-style 
layout of Erlitou urban centers, the 
content, characteristics and rela­
tionships of each subregion,” Zhao 
explains.

“The strict and orderly multigrid

By WANG KAI HAO
waikaihao@chinadaily.com.cn

by archaeological excavations and 
oracle bone inscriptions. In 2006, 
Yinxu was listed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.

“This is the longest known traffic 
artery in Dayishang discovered in 
the Yinxu Ruins with clearly 
defined ends,” Niu says. “It is also 
the widest road ditch discovered 
there so far.”

Due to the slight eastward devia­
tion of the artery at its northern end 
to align with the orientation of pre­
viously identified Shang Dynasty 
structures, Niu says the roads were 
probably intentionally designed 
and built.

Archaeologists believe that 
besides the already confirmed 
roads, there may have been two 
more north-south roads, but fur­
ther studies are required to identify 
them.

In addition, they also discovered 
two sections of the ancient river 
course of the Huanhe.

Earlier findings of the royal mau­
soleum area, including trenches

“It’s the widest single-row build­
ing in terms of facade found at the 
Erlitou site so for,” Zhao says.

Before this discovery, archaeolo­
gists had wondered whether the area 
was a central square, and the layout 
of previously discovered ruins near­
by also confused researchers.

Expanding work beyond Eritou 
per se sometimes helps demon­
strate its core status. Other than the 
palace area, interesting discoveries 
were made last year at the Gucheng- 
cun site, which is across the river 
from the Erlitou core zone. Long 
considered an independent archae­
ological site, three newly unearthed 
moats and a rammed wall are now 
giving pause for thought.

The No 1 section of the moat 
spans over 1,700 meters. It is nearly 
10 meters wide and 2 meters deep. 
The direction of No 2 and 3 moats 
parallel the main roads and ruins 
in Erlitou.

“They also embrace the Erlitou 
site from its north and east,” Zhao 
says. “They probably functioned as 
the outer boundary of the city.”

If this hypothesis is proved cor­
rect in follow-up research, it would 
mean that the Erlitou site was larger 
than 3 sq km in size.

“If so, the Erlitou site could be far 
larger than other archaeological 
ruins of its time in China,” Wang 
says. “This would further demon­
strate its core status in a state.”

Only an area of 59,500 sq m has 
been excavated at Erlitou in the 
60-some years since its discovery, and 
many questions awaitto be answered. 

Construction of a new national-

found to have surrounded the 
graves and sacrificial pits, believed 
to be part of a moat system 
designed to protect the mausole­
um, were listed as one of China’s

large-scale tombs in the west trench, 
one of which has a tomb passage, 
which symbolizes the high social 
status of its occupant

They have also found a settlement 
dating back to the early stages of the 
Western Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th cen- 
tury-771 BC) in the western part of 
the area. It covers 80,000 square 
meters and is the largest settlement 
from that era discovered in Yinxu to 
date, Niu says.

According to veteran archaeolo­
gist Wang Wei, the settlement may 
shed light on how the Western Zhou 
people used Yinxu after they con­
quered the Shang Dynasty.

Forty-eight sacrificial pits have 
been excavated to the east of the 
western trench. The pits fall into 
three sizes: large, medium and 
small, with large ones predominant. 
Excavations have confirmed that 
they are divided into six rows, and 
most contain horse sacrifices. Addi­
tionally, evidence of human, cow, 
dog, pig, elephant, bird and other 
sacrifices has been found.

The new discoveries have helped 
fill in many blanks about the north 
bank area of the Huanhe River. “Our 
archaeological work at Yinxu used 
to focus on the south bank area, 
where we had unearthed a large 
amount of oracle bone inscriptions,” 
Wang says. “But we didn’t know 
much about the large area to the 
north of the river. The road system 
in the northern bank area exceeds 
our imagination. The direction of 
the roads even aligns with Yinxu 
structures, indicating the northern 
area was also important.

“In this way, the new discoveries 
totally changed our understanding 
of the layout of Yinxu, and offered 
clues for the leading role that the 
Central China Plains played in the 
development of Chinese civilization 
during the Shang Dynasty,” he adds. 

Since the groundbreaking discov­
ery of the tomb of Fu Hao, China’s 
first known female general and con­
sort of Shang king Wu Ding, which 
yielded a dazzling number of exqui­
site bronze, jade, bone and ivory 
artifocts in 1976, the focus had been 
on excavating tombs, according to 
Wang.

In the last two decades, archaeol­
ogists have started to prioritize cre­
ating a clear layout of Yinxu, leading 
to the discoveiy of the site of a capi­
tal from the middle stage of the 
Shang Dynasty to the north of the 
Huanhe River, and road and water 
systems to the south. These new dis­
coveries are another highlight, and 
may help connect earlier remains 
found at the site, says archaeologist 
Chen Xingcan.

Lei Xingshan, an archaeology 
professor at the Beijing Union Uni­
versity, says the layout of city walls, 
road networks, and river systems 
are the keys to uncovering the 
secrets of large-scale settlement 
sites in archaeological studies.

“Archaeologists have discussed 
for years how to study large-scale 
settlement sites,” Lei says. “Now, 
we are increasingly focused on the 
exploration of framework details 
like these. The seemingly simple 
city walls, roads and water systems 
often provide crucial archaeologi­
cal clues.”

More than 65 years after its dis­
covery, the Erlitou site in the heart 
of the Central China Plains, contin­
ues to yield new clues about the 
grand picture of early-stage Chinese 
civilization.

Best known for its bronze and tur­
quoise artifacts, the site, spread 
across some 3 square kilometers in 
Luoyang, Henan province, was first 
found in 1959. Recent findings of 
architectural remains, road net­
works and other infrastructure indi­
cate that the site, which dates to 
between 3,750 to 3,520 years ago 
according to carbon dating results, 
was the location of the capital city of 
the Xia Dynasty (c. 21st-16th century 
BC) during its late period.

It is the first central dynasty with 
extensive territory recorded in Chi­
nese history.

Physical proof lias popped up all 
over the Erlitou site that ushers the 
dynasty in from the realm of legend. 
In 2024, major breakthroughs were 
made around the core palace area, 
archaeologists recently revealed.

Walled sections are confirmed to 
have been unearthed on the cross­
roads by the palace area, according 
to Zhao Haitao, an associate 
researcher with the Chinese Acade­
my of Social Sciences’ Institute of 
Archaeology who leads excavations 
at Erlitou.

Previously unearthed crossroads 
are located to the west and south of 
tiie palace area, dividing the area 
into four subregions. Following the

Zhao Haitao (center), leader of the archaeological team at the Erlitou
site, and his colleagues check new findings on the site in 2024.Zhao Haitao, associate

researcher, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences' Institute of 
Archaeology

lmost a century after 
excavations began at the 
Yinxu Ruins in Anyang, 
.Henan province, new 

findings continue to refresh under­
standing of this remarkable page in 
Chinese history.

In its latest announcement about 
discoveries at the late Shang 
Dynasty (c. 16th century-llth cen­
tury BC) capital site, the National 
Cultural Heritage Administration 
said that archaeologists have found 
a road system with at least three 
east-west and three north-south 
roads on the northern bank of the 
Huanhe River (now known as the 
Anyang River), among which is a 
north-south road believed to have 
been a traffic artery.

Spread across the north and 
south banks of the Huanhe River in 
the suburbs of Anyang, Yinxu covers 
about 30 square kilometers.

Niu Shishan, a researcher at the 
Institute of Archaeology at the Chi­
nese Academy of Social Sciences, 
who is leading the team at the 
Yinxu Ruins, says they have found 
multiple road ditches (where roads 
have sunk with vegetation now 
growing on them) and other ditch­
es in recent years.

The longest road ditch stretches 
for 1.6 kilometers. It is 15 meters 
wide and up to 30 meters at its wid­
est. Through archaeological studies 
this indicates that the road was 
originally at least 1.6 km long, Niu 
says.

Its surface is covered with fine 
sand, with many small stones and 
broken pottery pieces in the soil 
beneath. Bronze horse bridles and 
stone tools have also been found. In 
addition, a profusion of wheel ruts 
are still visible on the surface.

In jiaguwen, or oracle bone 
inscriptions, the earliest known 
writing system in China and which 
was discovered in 1899, the Shang 
people called their capital Dayi­
shang, or “the grand city of the 
Shang Dynasty”.

Since it was excavated in the 
1920s, Chinese archaeologists have 
studied the Yinxu Ruins for nearly 
a century, making it a sacred place 
for archaeological studies in the 
country, and the first known site of 
a capital in Chinese history with 
documented evidence confirmed

From top left: An aerial photo of excavated sacrificial pits at the royal mausoleum area of Yinxu Ruins in Anyang, Henan province. The 
newly excavated area on the north bank of the Huanhe River in the mins. A large-scale sacrificial pit where archaeologists found the bones 
of eight horses, photos provided to china daily

layout of the city indicates the exis­
tence of a mature and developed 
system of governance and institu­
tions at the time,” he adds. “It’s a key 
indicator for determining the tran­
sition of the city of Erlitou into a 
dynastic state.”

Similar walled blocks, known as 
lifang, are noticeable elements of 
urban layout in the later history of 
China, particularly in the then capi­
tal of Chang’an (present-day Xi’an, 
Shaanxi province) during the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907) period, over 
2,000 years after Erlitou.

“Each walled area corresponded to 
a unit of daily life with various func­
tions,” Wang Wei, a veteran archaeol­
ogist with CASS, says. “New findings 
at Erlitou could indicate this was the 
prototype of such structures.”

According to Lei Xingshan, an 
archaeology professor at Beijing 
Union University, “it’s also crucial 
inspiration for other prehistoric city 
ruins elsewhere in China”.

“Such multigrid urban layouts 
could be a benchmark for conduct­
ing other studies throughout a line­
age,” Lei says.

A complex composed of founda­
tions has also recently been excavat­
ed in the palace area. Coded D17 
(“No 17 palace”), it includes two 
groups of row-house-style buildings, 
both built on rammed earth terrac­
es, according to Zhao.

The row-house building on the 
north side, for example, has five 
rooms on its facade. It is one room 
deep, and 40 meters wide in an east­
west orientation, and covers an area 
of about 310 square meters.

<
ir

Niu Shishan, head of the archaeological team of Yinxu Ruins, 
checks a sacrificial pit.

An aerial view of the newly excavated D17 palace mins at the site. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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The strict and orderly 
multigrid layout of 
the city indicates the 
existence of a mature 
and developed 
system of governance 
and institutions at the 
time.”
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Sichuan’s Tibetans cashing in on crafts
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User comment from review site 
Douban

Contact the writer at
xingioen@chinadaily.com.cn

They used their respective expert­
ise to talk about the Grand Canal 
with visitors, presenting informa­
tion in either a humorous or aca­
demic manner.

Yan later took Zhang and Zhou on 
a leisurely tour through the streets 
and alleys by rickshaw. They visited 
a teahouse to sample tangbao, or 
soup dumpling, a local delicacy, and

In one recent episode, some of the 
participants visited Yangzhou, 
which dates back to 486 BC when 
construction of die canal first began. 

Yangzhou’s 2,500 years of history 
intertwines with that of the water­
way, a history of interdependence, 
prosperity, and development.

For that particular episode, come­
dian Yan Hexiang, architect Zhang 
Jiajing, and Zhou Kui, an associate 
professor from the Communication 
University of China and a Yangzhou 
native, served as volunteer guides at 
the China Grand Canal Museum in 
Yangzhou.

promoting its intangible cultural oping dynamic methods for living 
heritage. Efforts to cultivate a heritage transmission.
diverse group of grassroots inherit­
ors are underway, alongside devel-

prefectural level. Over 20,000 peo­
ple are engaged in traditional crafts, 
placing the prefecture at the fore­
front of Sichuan province.

In Litang county, young entrepre­
neurs Silang Qoezhoen and Zhoima 
Lhamo have been running a project 
since 2018 that helps local Tibetan 
women produce artisanal soaps 
made from yak milk and butter.

The soaps, which visitors have 
nicknamed “Gifts from the Plateau”, 
highlight the region’s cultural heri­
tage and growing entrepreneurial 
landscape.

“Many of these women spent their 
lives herding and doing household 
chores,” says Zhoima Lhamo, add­
ing that now, they not only contrib­
ute to their family incomes but also 
develop their self-worth.

Over the years, Garze has made 
significant strides in preserving and

Top: The Gongchen Bridge is a historical stone arch bridge over the 
Grand Canal in Gongshu district in Hangzhou, Zhejiang. Above: The 
recently aired online series Shine! The Grand Canal brings together
celebrities with different expertise to visit cities along the canal.

n Woody Allen’s Midnight in 
Paris, Gil Pender, a Hollywood 
screenwriter who is nostalgic 
for the Paris of the 1920s —

which he considers the golden age 
of literature and art — is magically 
transported back to that era during 
a visit to the city. There, he encoun­
ters famous US writers like F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, and 
Gertrude Stein.

For Hong Kong novelist Ma Chia- 
hui, who is well-versed in ancient 
Chinese poetry, the city of Yangzhou 
during the Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
is the place to which he dreams of 
traveling back in time.

Located in present-day Jiangsu 
province, Yangzhou was a bustling 
metropolis during the Tang Dynasty 
due to being a transportation hub 
on the Grand Canal, an ancient 
waterway that was begun in the Sth 
century BC, which eventually ran 
from Hangzhou to Tongzhou dis­
trict in Beijing.

The city was a gathering place for 
scholars and literati, who were often 
immortalized in the work of Tang 
poets like Li Bai and Du Mu, who 
used their literary talent to extol the 
prosperity and beauty of Yangzhou. 

“During its heyday, Yangzhou 
must have had an irresistible 
charm,” Ma said during his stay in 
the city as part of the recently 
aired 10-episode online reality 
show, Shine! The Grand Canal, 
produced by video streaming plat­
form Youku.

The program brings 20 well- 
known figures from various fields, 
including Ma, Duan Zhiqiang, a 
scholar from the National Institute 
for Advanced Humanistic Studies at 
Fudan University, architect Zhang 
Jiajing, philosopher Liu Qing, come­
dian Liu Yang, and pop idol Liu Yu, 
together to explore different cities 
along the Grand Canal.

Their itinerary includes stops in 
Ningbo, Shaoxing, and Hangzhou in 
Zhejiang province, Suzhou, Yang­
zhou, and Huai’an in Jiangsu prov­
ince, Luoyang and Kaifeng in Henan 
province, as well as Tianjin and Bei­
jing. More than a decade has passed 
since the Grand Canal, the world’s 
longest and oldest intact artificial 
waterway, was listed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, and the pro­
gram seeks to reimagine the canal, 
taking a multidimensional perspec­
tive that integrates the insights pro­
vided by the guests.

To illustrate its significance and val­
ue, the program is based on a series of 
day tours during which die guests vis­
it historical locations related to the 
Grand Canal, and experience local 
lifestyles firsthand. They later come 
together to dine and share their expe­
riences and insights from the day.

CHENGDU — TUcked away in the 
snowy valley of Maisu township, 
Dege county in the Garze Tibetan 
autonomous prefecture, the Khyen- 
le Guesthouse on the scenic Sich- 
uan-Xizang Highway is buzzing 
with activity.

“We’ve been fully booked recently 
with magazine teams and social 
media influencers coming to cap­
ture our culture,” says Dawa Drol- 
ma, the young Tibetan proprietor.

Dawa Drolma is from a family 
steeped in the ancient craft of Lima 
copper casting. This intricate tech­
nique, involving a blend of gold, sil­
ver, tin, zinc and other metals, has 
been passed down for six genera­
tions in her family.

Despite its beauty, she grew up 
understanding the challenge of tak­
ing such treasures beyond her 
hometown. The aspiration took her

to the United States in 2013, where 
she pursued marketing and busi­
ness management studies.

Taking a global perspective, 
including an internship at the 
Smithsonian Institution, she draft­
ed a business plan for a workshop 
which she called Khyenle. In 2017, 
armed with new skills and insight, 
she returned home, determined to 
transform the family workshop.

Dawa Drolma and her brother 
expanded the workshop, introduced 
new product designs and embraced 
online platforms to reach a wider 
audience.

Today, their Lima copper crea­
tions, from traditional Buddhist 
statues to modem cultural mer­
chandise, are sold worldwide. The 
workshop has become profitable, 
paying off family debts and creating 
opportunities for local artisans, con-

J

participants to guess the mean­
ings of phrases from the Yangzhou 
dialect and explain their cultural 
connotations.

Duan points out that Yangzhou 
was not only an important hub on 
the Grand Canal but also connected 
to the Yangtze River basin. Goods 
traveling along the Yangtze River 
could be shipped through Yangzhou 
to northern China, while the salt 
produced in Yangzhou could be 
shipped to the middle and lower 
reaches of the Yangtze River.

The history of Yangzhou, a city 
with a glorious past, reminded Ma 
of Istanbul, a city at the crossroads 
of Europe and Asia, which also 
enjoyed past glory.

He speaks of the Turkish word hu- 
zun, which Nobel laureate author 
Orhan Pamuk uses in his autobiog­
raphy, Istanbul: Memories and the 
City, to encapsulate the collective 
melancholy experienced by the 
city’s inhabitants following the fall 
of the Ottoman Empire.

“Though I’m walking through 
today’s Yangzhou, I’m imagining 
what it used to be like,” Ma says, add­
ing that at that moment, he experi­
enced a feeling of huzun of his own. 

Discussions such as these provid­
ed the audience with insight into 
how the Grand Canal has shaped 
Yangzhou’s past and present.

“Even though the show focuses on 
the Grand Canal, it really digs deep 
into exploring and understanding 
each city along the way.

“It shows life along die Grand 
Canal through food, fun, and chats 
with local residents, giving viewers a 
peek into the culture and history of 
these cities. It doesn’t shout about 
the Grand Canal, but it’s just there, 
part of everyday life. Those cozy little 
snapshots of urban life keep the poet­
ic charm of the ancient canal alive,” 
commented one user on the review 
site Douban.

Zhang Jin, an expert involved in 
the World Heritage application for 
the Grand Canal, views the series as 
a kind of “ceremonial ritual” to 
drive the conscious protection of its 
heritage.

“The goal of the program is to 
increase public awareness of the his­
tory of the Grand Canal and pro­
mote its preservation, a habit that 
will inspire future generations to 
carry on the legacy?’ she explains. 

“Historical memory needs to be 
awakened. We have already taken 
action to that end, and we will con­
tinue to do so in the future. What we 
still need to think about is how we 
can use historical memory to make 
things better today,” Duan adds.

tributing to community prosperity. 
“When I was a child, career aspi­

rations were unclear for most of us. 
Now, many children dream of 
becoming artisans,” the young busi­
nesswoman says.

Maisu lias some 30 handicraft 
workshops and around 2,000 arti­
sans skilled in traditions such as 
copper casting, black pottery, yak 
hair weaving. The Maisu Handicraft 
brand, registered by Dege county, is 
paving the way for the Tibetan cul­
tural industry.

Dawa Drolma and her brother are 
leading examples of the blend of tra­
dition and innovation in Garze, a 
hub of intangible cultural heritage, 
which is home to 555 items listed in 
various heritage directories.

The prefecture is also home to 11 
national-level inheritors, 101 provin­
cial-level inheritors, and 595 at the

explored a historical bathhouse to 
experience the bathing and foot 
massage traditions that can be 
traced back to the Tang Dynasty.

Meanwhile, Ma, Duan, and pop 
singer Shangguan Xi’ai paid a visit to 
tiie Mausoleum Park of Sui Emperor 
Yang Guang, who started the con­
struction of the Beijing-Hangzhou 
section of the Grand Canal.

Dawa Drolma, proprietor of the Khyenle Guesthouse, prepares 
ancient Lima copper casting products for orders to be mailed out. 
SHEN BOHAN / XINHUA
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From left: Pop singer Shangguan Xi’ai (left) tours Yangzhou, Jiangsu province, with Duan Zhiqiang, a historian from Fudan University. Pop idol Liu Yu (left) and cross-talk performer Yan Hexiang (middle) join 
Liu Qing, a professor of philosophy at East China Normal University, to tour Hangzhou, Zhejiang province. Zhou Kui, an associate professor at the Communication University of China, acts as a guide at the China 
Grand Canal Museum in Yangzhou. photos provided to china daily
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The trio also visited a beauty salon 

for a traditional local shave. The bar­
ber began by shaving from the right 
side of the neck with gentle strokes, 
then moved to the left side of the 
neck, before moving the blade to the 
forehead, eyebrows, cheeks, carefully 
and gently removing facial hair, ear 
fuzz, dead skin, and stubble left by 
hair clippers, in a series of 72 strokes. 

In the end, the barber lightly ran 
the blade along the bridge of the 
nose to complete half the stroke, 
known as the “72 and a half stroke”, 
leaving clients feeling refreshed.

That night, the two groups gath­
ered to share their experiences and 
discuss tiie history behind their 
discoveries.

Zhou states that the advancement 
of Yangzhou’s service industry was 
closely related to the Grand Canal. 

“For instance, public bathhouses 
were set up for laborers,” he says. 
Yangzhou was once a prosperous 
gathering place for salt merchants 
during the Ming and Qing dynasties 
(1368-1911) due to its transportation 
facilities.

“There were many laborers, espe­
cially those working in the salt fields, 
who needed to relax and recover 
their strength at tiie bathhouses after 
a hard day’s work carrying salt,”Zhou 
says.

He organized a quiz for the other

1S

£
It (the online series) 
shows life along the 
Grand Canal through 
food, fun, and chats 
with local residents, 
giving viewers a peek 
into the culture and 
history of these 
cities.”

Online series explores the waterway’s enduring importance and the ways it has 
shaped the lives of those who live along it, Xing Wen reports.
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Djokovic makes slice of history
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Teen qualifier Fonseca wants more and more’ after upset win
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Williams (423).

The Serb is chasing an 11th Austra­

lian Open title and historic 25th Grand 
Slam crown.

"Grand Slams, of course, they are 

the pillars of our sport. They mean 
everything for the history of the sport," 

said Djokovic, 37. now coached by 
former rival Andy Murray. 

'Whether I win or lose. I will always 
leave my heart out on the court. I'm 

just blessed to be making another 

record."

Djokovic is drawn to meet Spain's 
red-hot Alcaraz in the last eight. 

Four-time Grand Slam winner Alca­

raz dropped just five games in an omi­
nous display of strength to sprint into

the third round.
The third seed showed no mercy to 

Japan's Yoshihito Nishioka in a 6-0.6-1, 
6-4 rout in 81 minutes. 

"The less time you spend on court 

in the Grand Slams, especially in the 
beginning, it is going to be better." said 

Alcaraz, who is yet to go beyond the 
quarterfinals in Melbourne. 

Sabalenka dropped her serve three 
times and faced 11 break points before 

overcoming Spain’s Jessica Bouzas 

Maneiro 6-3,7-5, rattling off the last 
five games in a row.

"She played incredible tennis today 
and it was a really tough one. I expect­

ed this tennis from her, I'm really glad I 
was able to win this match,” said Sab­

alenka. who beat Zheng Qinwen in the 
2024 final.

The win kept the Belarusian world 
No 1 on course for a rare hat-trick of 
consecutive Australian Open titles, a 

feat last achieved 26 years ago by 
Martina Hingis and only matched by 

four other women in history, 
former world No 1 Osaka, the 2019 

and 2021 champion in Australia but now 
unseeded, stormed back to defeat 20th 

seed Karolina Muchova 1-6,6-1,6-3. 
American seventh seed Jessica Peg- 

ula. beaten in the US Open final by 
Sabalenka last year, eased through 6-4, 
6-2 against Belgium's Elise Mertens.

China's Zheng Qinwen walks off the court after losing her Australian Open second-round match against Germany's Laura Siegemund on 
Wednesday. Zheng, last year’s runner-up and world No 5, lost 7-6 (3), 6-3 in the biggest shock of the tournament so far. Reuters

opponent back under pressure. lead, then staved off a mini Rublev
They went to the tiebreak again fightback to seal the deal on first 

and Fonseca powered into a 4-0 match point.

fatigue from a busy 2024 season 
and off-court assignments for 
advertising shoots for her increas­
ing list of sponsors.

Still, the 22-year-old big-serving 
star, who’s racked up four singles 
titles on the WTA Tour to go with 
the Olympic gold, refused to make 
excuses for her poorer-than-expect- 
ed perfonnance.

“I tried what I can do during this 
match but I feel maybe today was 
not my day,” said Zheng, who strug­
gled with her serves throughout the 
match. She landed only 56 percent 
of her first serves.

“There are a lot of details at some 
important points that I didn’t make 
the right choice. I had a lot of chan­
ces to break her in the first set, but 
maybe my concentration was not 
there. I always gave some easy mis­
takes in those moments.

Novak Djokovic made a slice of 

Grand Slam history on his way into the 

Australian Open third round on 
Wednesday.

Defending champion Aryna Sabal­

enka. two-time Melbourne winner 
Naomi Osaka and a rampant Carlos 

Alcaraz were all also winners on a rainy 

day four.

Djokovic needed four sets for the 
second match in a row before defeat­

ing Portuguese qualifier Jaime Faria 

6-1,6-7 (4), 6-3,6-2. 

It was Djokovic's 430th singles 
match at a major to claim sole own­
ership of most ever played, men or 

women, in the Open era ahead of 
Roger Federer (429) and Serena

and push the first set into a tie­
break, but die German would not 
be denied. Siegemund successfully 
read most of the power plays from 
Zheng tiiroughout, and she won die 
last five points of the breaker to 
light up the upset alert

By ousting the Chinese title con­
tender, Siegemund reached the 
Australian Open third round for 
the second time in her career after 
reaching there in 2023.

“It’s nice to be in the third round 
(again). I didn’t expect it. My goal 
was to win a match here and defend 
my points. Singles is not my priority 
anymore, but at the same time I 
know what I can do. I know my 
game is there,” said Siegemund, 
who’s more focused on the doubles 
since winning the 2020 US Open 
tide with her partner Vera Zvonare­
va of Russia.

112 in the world and came into the 
first-round meeting with 27-vear- 
old Rublev on a 13-match winning 
streak.

“Of course, my expectations are 
bigger now. I want more and more. 

“I think that’s the mentality of the 
champion,” added Fonseca, who 
feces Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego next.

He had never faced a top-10 
player before, but if he was nerv­
ous he did not show it as they went 
toe-to-toe before Fonseca clinched 
the first set emphatically on the 
tiebreak.

Unleashing some thunderous 
groundstrokes, the Brazilian raced 
into a 3-0 lead in the second set, at 
one point beckoning the Margaret 
Court Arena crowd to show some 
more appreciation.

Fonseca took the second set with 
an ace.

He was in trouble in the third 
when Rublev broke for a 3-1 lead, 
but the youngster broke back imme­
diately to put his more experienced

*

Fearless 18-year-old qualifier 
Joao Fonseca declared he wants 
“more and more" after beating 
ninth seed Andrey Rublev in 
straight sets on his Grand Slam 
debut on Tuesday in a major Austra­
lian Open shock.

Roared on in Melbourne by Bra­
zilian fens decked out in yellow, the 
prodigious teenager appeared total­
ly unfezed as he stunned the Rus­
sian 7-6 (1), 6-3,7-6 (5).

Fonseca last month became the 
second-youngest champion of the 
NextGen ATP tournament since 
current world No 1 Jannik Sinner 
claimed the title, also aged 18, five 
years ago.

Fonseca won a second ATP Chal­
lenger Tour title in Canberra this 
month, then powered through qual­
ifying at Melbourne Park to take his 
place in his maiden Grand Slam 
main draw.

“I think when I arrived here my 
first goal was to qualify for the main 
draw,” said Fonseca, who is ranked

“Even with the elbow issue, I still 
believed I had the chance to win 
today. ...I felt I didn’t have that extra 
energy and extra strength in the 
first-set tiebreaker.”

With her surprising defeat of last 
year’s finalist, Siegemund, who 
entered this year’s AO at No 97, has 
won more than just the 70 ranking 
points and nearly $180,000 prize 
money for making into the third 
round at Melbourne Park.

Little known in China before 
Wednesday, Siegemund now lias 
made her presence felt in the emerg­
ing tennis market and lias earned an 
endorsement deal, at least for a day, 
from a Chinese company.

“I knew I had to play more than 
my best tennis,” Siegemund, who is 
expected to rise to top-80 with the 
victory over Zheng said in her 
on-court interview.

Novak Djokovic blows a kiss 
and celebrates winning his 
match on Wednesday. Reuters

“My first win in a Grand Slam, my 
first win against a top-10 player, my 
first time playing in the main draw 
of a Grand Slam,” said Fonseca. 

“So everything’s new for me, but I 
played such a good match.

“I’m just very happy with myself, 
very proud the way that I fought and 
the way that I stayed mentally on 
every game, every point.”

In the lead-up to the opening 
major of the year, the sometimes 
combustible Rublev opened up on 
his battle with anxiety and depres­
sion.

During his career he has reached 
the last eight at all four Grand Slams 
but never gone further.

Hitting serves at up to 133 mph 
(214 kph), Fonseca delivered 14 aces 
and had just one double-fault while 
sating five of the six break points he 
faced.

He accumulated 51 total winners, 
18 more than Rublev, a quarterfinal­
ist in Melbourne three of the past 
four years and Fonseca’s first oppo-

Lorenzo Musetti’s man bun is a 
thing of the past: The Italian tennis 
player showed up at the Australian 
Open with his famously lengthy 
locks sheared, and he wound up 
winning his first-round match Tues­
day by, um, a hair.

The 16th-seeded Musetti, a Wim­
bledon semifinalist last July and 
Paris Olympics bronze medalist last 
August, needed 4 hours, 6 minutes 
to get past countryman Matteo 
Arnaldi 7-6 (4), 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-3 at 
Melbourne Park.

Gone were the strands that dan­
gled nearly to his shoulders under a 
backward white hat at the All 
England Club and, as recently as 
late November, at the Davis Cup 
Finals, which Italy won.

Gone was the top knot the 
22-year-old Musetti featured at the 
Summer Games.

“For now', the short hair had a 
good start in Australia. Let’s hope it 
can bring me luck,” Musetti said. 
“It’s a new look. But if I hadn’t had 
such long hair for such a long time, 
people wouldn’t even have noticed 
it”

Perhaps. But a glance at social 
media made clear that fens definite­
ly made note of this new ’do.

He said this is the closest his hair’s 
been cropped since he was 15. Even 
when he won the Australian Open 
junior boys’ title at age 16, it was a 
little longer.

“I’m getting old,” Musetti said 
with a smile. “So I am trying to look 
younger.”

His victory over the 39th-ranked 
Arnaldi w'as even tighter than the 
final score indicated. Musetti only 
managed to collect eight more 
points, 169 to 161.

“It was quite a long match.... Hon­
estly, it could have gone either way,” 
said Musetti, who never made it 
past the second round in three pre­
vious appearances at the Australian 
Open.

“I am proud to have won, despite 
not playing my best tennis. When 
you play your best, it’s easy to take a 
victory home,” he said. “These are 
the matches that make you grow 
and mature as a player.”

Zheng Qinwen is so popular and 
bright a star in the professional ten­
nis world even brand logos, covet­
ing her huge exposure, have been 
seen on her opponent in a bid to 
share the limelight.

Halfway into her second-round 
match against Laura Siegemund at 
the Australian Open, fens watching 
TV at home on Wednesday morn­
ing soon captured an intriguing 
tiny detail on the German veteran’s 
attire — a newly-added logo of what 
appeared as a Chinese brand on the 
front of her dress that wasn’t there 
just two days ago during her open­
ing-round match.

Zheng’s surging popularity, and 
the attention that comes with it, has 
apparently made almost everything 
and everyone around her, and even 
against her in Wednesday’s case, 
marketable to potential sponsors. 

Yet, fame comes at a cost and the 
reigning Olympic champion 
learned it the hard way as Zheng 
suffered a major upset at the hands 
of Siegemund, who stunned the 
world No 5 with a 7-6 (3), 6-3 win at 
the John Cain Arena that put an 
abrupt end to Zheng’s attempt of 
repeating her final run of last year. 

Zheng, who’s had a breakout sec­
ond half in 2024 anchored by an 
Olympic gold medal in Paris, admit­
ted that she’s not 100 percent physi­
cally ready for the major challenge. 

“I got some small issues (with my 
right elbow) after the WTA Finals. I 
even was discussing with my team 
if we have to come to play the Aus­
tralian Open or not,” Zheng, who 
narrowly lost to world No 1 Aryna 
Sabalenka in last year’s final, con­
fessed at the post-match news con­
ference on Wednesday.

“I carried the pain with me into 
this tournament. I felt it sometimes 
in my swings and to contain it I had 
to cut short my practice sessions. So 
yes, it affected my game,” said 
Zheng, who skipped all the warm­
up tournaments before the season­
opening major this year.

Zheng also revealed after 
Wednesday’s loss that she had to 
begin her off-season training later 
than normal last month, due to

Lorenzo Musetti of Italy gestures 
after defeating compatriot Mat­
teo Arnaldi in the Australian 
Open first round on Tuesday, ap

“I had nothing to lose, so I just 
told myself to swung freely. (Zheng) 
is an amazing player, just one of the 
best players right now.

“But I know that I can play well 
and I just wanted to show that to 
myself and make it a tough fight.” 

As a former top-30 player, Siege­
mund came into this match having 
posted four wins against top-5 
opponents in her career, although 
all of those previous wins had come 
at Stuttgart, her career-best tourna­
ment on home soil where she was 
champion in 2017 and runner-up in 
2016.

On Wednesday, though, Siege­
mund was performing as if she was 
on her beloved indoor clay of Stutt­
gart’s Porsche Arena. Firing return 
winners almost at will and finding 
passing winners with ease.

Zheng was able to battle back
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Brazil’s Joao Fonseca celebrates after winning his Australian Open 
first-round match against Russia’s Andrey Rublev at Melbourne 
Park, in Melbourne, on Tuesday. Reuters
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nent ranked higher than No 20. 
“I was just focusing (on) my game, 

trying to put no pressure on myself, 
playing (against) a top-10 guy,” Fon­
seca said. “I was just playing my 
game and, well, now we’re in the sec­
ond round.”

He’ll next face 55th-ranked Sone­
go, who got past three-time Grand 
Slam champion Stan Wawrinka in 
four sets earlier Tuesday.

Asked the key to his strong play 
in the tiebreakers against the far- 
more-experienced Rublev, Fonseca 
said he tries to employ “all the 
intensity in the important points” 
“go for the shots” and show “cour­
age”.

He also cited 20-time major 
champion Roger Federer as an 
inspiration.

“Like Roger says: ‘Talent is not 
enough.’... So I put (in) a lot of hard 
work,” Fonseca said. “Just me and 
my team knows that.”
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