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Implementation of Gaza
ceasefire deal seen as key
Long-awaited agreement met with cautious optimism from leaders
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issues on the table for the presi­
dent-elect, why would he single 
out these as the key focus of his 
emerging foreign policy agenda? 
Even some of his domestic politi­
cal supporters seem to have a diffi­
cult time figuring out where all of 
this is headed.

A cursory scan of die foreign 
policy challenges feeing Trump 
2.0 reveals a series of issues and 
problems that will necessarily 
require huge amounts of time 
and resources to ensure we are 
not brought to the precipice of 
World War III.

Even if we don’t get overly con­
sumed with the conflicts regard­
ing Ukraine and Russia, across the 
Middle East, and the evolution of

the situation in the Korean Penin­
sula, the president-elect will still 
have his hands full.

In addition, Trump will have to 
face the growing problems engen­
dered by a more acute stage of cli­
mate change, the possibility of 
another pandemic, the threat of 
rising inflation across the US and 
beyond, and the impact of new 
technologies such as artificial 
intelligence that could be a possi­
ble game changer in terms of man­
agement of economic and 
financial affairs, let alone military 
affairs.

In other words, why spend 
time and energy on issues that 
seemingly lack strategic signifi­
cance and will likely only serve 
to exacerbate tensions with 
countries that do not threaten 
the US from a defense or any oth­
er perspective?

Is there rhyme or reason behind 
these remarks? On the surface, 
there are not many substantive 
foreign policy drivers for this kind 
of adventure, especially when 
there are so many other pressing 
issues to be addressed.
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Based on Donald Trump’s com­
mentaries during the United 
States presidential election cam­
paign last year, there was a broad 
consensus that Trump 2.0 would 
be much different from the experi­
ence of Thump 1.0.

However, few could have pre­
dicted the types of issues that 
would become the front and cen­
ter as the president-elect prepared 
for his inauguration scheduled on 
Jan 20.

An examination of Trump’s 
remarks in which he highlighted 
his interest in gaining control of 
Greenland, retaking control of the 
Panama Canal, renaming the Gulf 
of Mexico as the “Gulf of America” 
and annexing Canada as the 51st 
US state has sparked both surprise 
and shock in the US as well as 
among the country’s traditional 
allies in Europe, North America 
and other regions. 

With so many pressing global

Yiwu to launch new reforms 
to strengthen its position
GLOBAL LENS, PAGE 7

between Israel and Hamas.
China hopes that the agreement 

can be effectively implemented to 
achieve a comprehensive and per­
manent ceasefire in Gaza, Guo said 
at a regular daily news briefing.

Since the outbreak of the Gaza 
conflict, China has consistently 
called for an immediate ceasefire to 
end the fighting and lias worked to 
cool down the situation, protect 
civilians and carry out humanitar­
ian relief efforts, Guo said.

“China supports the implementa­
tion of the ceasefire agreement and 
will continue to make active efforts 
to provide humanitarian assistance 
and support post-war reconstruc­
tion in Gaza,” he added.

Many Palestinians in Gaza cele­
brated, hoping that the 15-month 
ordeal would soon be over.

“I’m having mixed feelings right 
now, because when you are trying to 
survive, you don’t really feel grief 
and now that we are less stressed the 
grief starts,” Fatma Jamal Muhaisen, 
a nutritionist at Al Helou Interna­
tional Hospital in Gaza City, told Chi­
na Daily via WhatsApp. “But there 
were some tears of joy, thankfully. 
We can’t believe it is over, we really 
can’t believe it.”

very time Wu Jingyi asks her 
dog Lucky if she wants to go 
to work, Lucky springs up 

eagerly and jumps for joy. Some 
might agree that’s a decidedly non­
human response — at least for many 
working people.

Work for the 5-year-old female 
border collie in Shanghai is special. 
Lucky finished her training to 
become a therapy dog in August, 
and now she just takes care of peo­
ple — relying on her acute canine 
senses and an unbreakable bond of 
love for die two-legged creatures in 
her custody.

Those in Lucky’s workplace

include not only disadvantaged 
groups and special care patients in 
nursing homes, but also people in 
schools and hospitals, where she 
helps teachers, students and health­
care workers to simply relax.

In recent years, everyone lias 
heard of police dogs and guide dogs. 
But now there are also therapy dogs, 
which have undergone careful 
training to help people with mental 
illnesses or autism, or an elderly 
person who may have cognitive 
impairments.

ByFANFEIFEI
ftinfeifei@chinadaily.com.cn

turn the last page of war”
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 

attacks on the Gaza Strip after the El-Sisi called for accelerating the 
announcement, killing at least 73 entry ofurgent humanitarian aid to 
Palestinians, according to Gaza the people of Gaza “to confront the 
authorities. Hundreds of demon- current catastrophic humanitarian 
strators gathered outside Israel’s situation, without any obstacles” 
military headquarters in Tel Aviv,
calling for the deal to be completed.

WHENDOGS
BECOME THERAPISTS

TUrkish Foreign Minister Hakan 
Fidan said in a post on X that the 

United Nations Secretary-General ceasefire agreement is a valuable 
Antonio Guterres was among those step for justice and humanity, 
who welcomed the ceasefire agree­
ment, commending Egypt, Qatar and Contact the writers at
the US, and calling for all to “uphold jan@chinadailyapac.com

In a post on X, Qatar’s Prime Min­
ister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-

makinglast-minute demands. It was rahman Al Thani said, “Our work 
unclear what impact the delay would has not ended; this is merely a step 
have on die deal. However, Hamas
official Sami Abu Zuhri was quoted
by Al Jazeera as saying, “There is no
basis to Netanyahu’s claims about
the movement backtracking from have achieved peace and are able to 
terms in the ceasefire agreement”

Meanwhile, Israel stepped up

ie

translation functions amid the soar­
ing demand from overseas users.

Lemon8, a social media app 
owned by Chinese tech company 
ByteDance, has taken the second 
spot on Apple’s list of top free down­
loaded apps.

Meanwhile, a large number of vid­
eos have been uploaded on Douyin, 
the Chinese version of TikTok, by 
users with internet protocol 
addresses based in countries such as 
the US, the United Kingdom and 
Thailand. However, Douyin has 
denied opening registration for 
overseas users and said it is cracking 
down on counterfeit accounts.

Zhu Keli, founding director of the 
China Institute of New Economy, 
said that against the backdrop of 
globalization, it is inevitable that 
Chinese social media platforms are 
ramping up efforts to make forays 
into overseas markets for new prof­
it growth points.

“These companies should adopt 
localized strategies and continue to 
innovate in content and technolo­
gies, such as Al and big data, to lure 
new users overseas,” Zhu said.

The companies should offer tai­
lored content and services in 
accordance with the needs of users 
with diverse cultural backgrounds, 
usage habits and preferences, 
strengthen cooperation with their 
foreign counterparts, and establish 
effective management rules and 
content reviewing mechanisms, 
Zhu added.

www. chinadailyglobal.com 

A member of

Chinese social media platforms 
should improve localized opera­
tions and optimize content and ser­
vices to cater to the diversified needs 
of potential users in overseas mar­
kets, while complying with local 
laws and regulations, industry 
experts said.

Their comments came as United 
States users of TikTok, an overseas 
social media platform owned by Chi­
nese tech company ByteDance, are 
migrating to Xiaohongshu, also 
known as RedNote, amid fears of an 

imminent ban on Tik- 
Inside Tok,propellingtheChi- 
-------------- nese lifestyle-sharing 
Comment, app to the top position 
page 11
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The international community has 
welcomed a much-awaited ceasefire 
agreement between Hamas and Isra­
el that involves die release of some 
hostages and an Israeli military with­
drawal from the Gaza Strip. The deal, 
which will be implemented in three 
phases, will take effect on Sunday. 

An agreement was reached on 
Wednesday following months of 

strenuous mediation 
by Qatar, Egypt and the 
United States. Though 
pending the approval 
of Israeli authorities,

the deal is set to begin with an ini­
tial 42-day phase in which fighting 
will halt and the Israeli military will 
withdraw from populated areas to 
die outskirts of Gaza.

Humanitarian aid is expected to 
enter Gaza, with 600 trucks arriving 
daily to bring things including fuel 
to restore electricity, Israel’s State- 
owned Kan TV news reported.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes­
man Guo Jiakun said in Beijing on 
Thursday diat China welcomes the 
Gaza ceasefire-for-hostages deal

on Apple’s App Store in 
die US.

The sudden influx of self-pro- 
claimed “TikTok refugees” has cre­
ated a precious opportunity for 
Chinese social media platforms to 
expand their international foot­
print, the experts noted.

These platforms can boost brand 
awareness and influence on the glob­
al stage by providing customized 
content and leveraging artificial 
intelligence technology to enhance 
user loyalty abroad, they said.

Founded in 2013, Xiaohongshu — 
a comprehensive lifestyle platform 
with approximately 300 million 
monthly active users globally — is 
reportedly recruiting employees 
engaged in English content review 
and plans to roll out English-Chinese

A man hugs his son as students impacted by the California wildfires 
head back to class at a new school in Los Angeles on Wednesday. 
Students from two elementary schools that were gutted in the 
Palisades fire arrived on Wednesday for their first day of class at 
two other Los Angeles campuses where their classes are being held 
temporarily, david crane / ap

European masterpieces from Japan 
museum on display in Shanghai
LIFE SHANGHAI, PAGE 15
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A growing army of trained animals 
is helping people — from autistic children 
to the elderly — enjoy more fulfilling lives

As demand grows, apps urged 
to improve content, services

INSIDE

West trying to 
identify itself 

as a bright force 
Global Views, page 13

oin-depth

Palestinians in the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis cheer on Wednesday while watching a television broadcast announcing a ceasefire 
deal with Israel following 15 months of war. bashar tales / afp

Beijing’s pace in 
digital tech lauded 
by ASEAN states 
WORLD, PAGE 10
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forward.”
He added that they would contin­

ue to work “until all terms of the 
agreement are applied, until we

Newsstand prices:
US$1 Canada C$1: 
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Kenya 50 Kenya Shilling
Asia Pacific: Thailand 120
thb: Philippines 120 php: Myanmar 2000 kyat: 

Japan 210 yen: Dubai 10 dirham: Pakistan 300 rupee

their commitments and ensure the 
full implementation of the deal”

In a post on X, Guterres urged the 
parties and relevant partners “to 
seize this opportunity to establish a 
credible political path to a better 
future for Palestinians, Israelis and 
the broader region”

The Organization of Islamic Coop­
eration also welcomed the deal, with 
Hissein Brahim Taha, its secretary­
general, saying die ceasefire should 
lead to a permanent cessation of

Palestinian Prime Minister Israeli aggression, die return of the 
Mohammad Mustafe stressed that displaced, die withdrawal of Israeli 
such an agreement must lead to the occupation forces and the provision
cessation of Israeli aggression and a of unhindered humanitarian assist­
guarantee that it would not be ance to die Gaza Strip, 
repeated. He made the remarks in a The Saudi Arabian Ministry of For-
meeting with Norwegian Prime eign Affairs stressed in a statement 
Minister Jonas Gahr Store in Oslo. the need to adhere to die agreement,

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin sayingthatithopedthedeal“willper- 
Netanyahu held up a Cabinet vote on manentiy end this brutal Israeli war’:
die ceasefire deal that was scheduled 
for Thursday, accusing Hamas of

Tramp’s expansionist plans 
reek of diversionaiy tactics
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Dogs: Interactions unleash healing bonds
From page 1
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Left: A dog from Paw for Heal works during a therapy interactive activity at an international school in Beijing on Dec 19. provided to china daily Middle: A therapy dog performs in response to the instructions of a
guide during a community event in Beijing on Dec 22. Right: A therapy dog interacts with elderly people and a child during the event, photos by wang jing / china daily
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Guo Yanqi in Beijing, Guan Tong in 
Shenzhen and Randy Wright at Chi­
na Daily contributed to this story.

Contact the writers at
zhouhuiying@chinadaily.com.cn

Paw for Heal, or PFH, is a volun­
teer therapy dog program founded 
by pet behavior expert Wu Qi in 
2012. It aims to harness the social 
value of companion animals by 
training family pets to be capable of 
providing physical and emotional 
assistance to people.

“I started raising Lucky in early 
2020 after adopting her from a stray 
dog shelter,” said Wu Jingyi, the dog’s 
owner, noting that she learned about 
PFH and Wu Qj through a WeChat 
group where people shared activities 
and information related to dogs.

based on breed but on temperament, 
Wu said. They need to be gentle and 
enjoy' interacting with people.

Xiao Ai, the owner of a 4-year-old 
female border collie, had been look­
ing forward eagerly to participating 
in more practical activities after her 
dog, Oneseven, passed the PFH test 
on Dec 7.

During the two-hour assessment 
at the Shenzhen World Convention 
and Exhibition Center in Guang­
dong province, only two dogs, One- 
seven and another dog, ultimately 
received certifications and became 
interns.

As volunteers and pet owners, peo­
ple also need to undergo rigorous 
training, Xiao said. “Our main role is 
to work in conjunction with profes­
sional therapists to help our dogs 
quickly' establish connections with 
die individuals who need assistance.” 

So far, around 300 therapy dogs 
have been certified by PFH in China, 
and some 6,000 volunteers are par­
ticipating across die country.

Top: A woman pets a therapy dog during a community event in Beijing on Dec 22. wang jing / china daily Above left: Doctor Song Dan from 
Peking Union Medical College Hospital holds one of the therapy dogs at a free clinic during Elderly Health Week in Beijing in July 2023. 
Above right: A guide gives instructions to a therapy dog at an international school in Beijing, photos provided to china daily

providing animal-assisted therapy 
— a form of non-drug treatment — 
to communities and nursing homes. 
The interactions with animals pro­
vide surprising physical and mental 
benefits.

While receiving basic medical 
care and other sendees, die elderly' 
can relax, relieve stress, enhance 
social skills and find more joy in life 
by interacting widi small animals. 

Since participating in PFH’s first 
activity in her community in March, 
Zhou Yuezhen, a 68-year-old resi­
dent of Shanghai, looks forward to 
every visit with the dogs.

“I had a dog about 20 years ago, 
but it died, which made me very 
sad,” she said. “Because I was 
afraid of losing again, I never kept 
another one.

“So it is duly a joyful experience 
every time a different dog comes to 
our community to interact widi us 
elderly people and play games,” she 
said. “I also participate in other 
activities, like handicrafts. But the 
dogs provide odier kinds of interac­
tive experiences, which are very dif­
ferent from human ways.”

■c

tion, after which a PFH professional 
qualification certificate is issued.”

He said the general assessment of 
dogs includes four categories, even 
though internationally there are 
typically just three: obedience, 
socialization and desensitization.

Obedience tests the dog’s ability 
to follow basic commands — for 
example, sit, lie down, wait and 
refuse food.

Socialization assesses the dog’s 
adaptability to different people and 
environments. Hainers look for 
behaviors such as aggression or fear. 

Desensitization evaluates how the 
dog reacts to physical touch, audible 
screams, exaggerated movements or 
dropped items to ensure that it will 
not exhibit erratic behavior when 
startled, such as going on the attack 
or experiencing extreme fear.

“We have added interactivity to 
our assessments in China to help 
the dogs integrate better into fields 
such as eldercare and physical reha­
bilitation. In those cases, therapy 
dogs can engage in interactions 
with individuals very effectively” 
Wu said. Such interactivity poses a 
higher level of difficulty for the 
dogs, he said.

“In August in 2023, our standards 
were officially released at the 25th 
Pet Fair Asia, which was held in 
Shanghai. Some of our assessment 
criteria surpassed those in Europe 
and America,” Wu said. “After becom­
ing an intern, a dog must participate 
in five public welfare service activi­
ties to qualify for full certification.” 

Therapy dogs are not selected

after which they introduced the 
dogs to other classmates, thereby 
enhancing their language and com­
munication abilities and gradually 
integrating into the group.

They also played fetch, cooperat­
ed in balancing yoga balls and 
focused on feeding, which helped 
develop sensory abilities, improve 
attention and teach the animals to 
follow instructions.

For children with more severe 
autism, petting the dogs was a good 
way to help stabilize emotions in 
many cases.

“The intervention of therapy dogs 
in the classroom had a direct impact 
on improving the emotions of some 
children,” said Wu Huizhe, a teacher 
at the school.

She described a child with signifi­
cant emotional disorders in her 
class who was initially restless and 
often abruptly ran out of the class­
room.

“She also had very closed-off 
interpersonal interactions,” Wu 
said. “But after attending four ses­
sions with a therapy dog, she could 
sit quietly in the classroom for the 
entire 35-minute lesson and have 
simple conversations with class­
mates on the topic of small animals.” 

As one of the most populous coun­
tries in the world, China is getting 
older on average. It is projected that 
by 2035 the population of people 
aged 60 and above will surpass 400 
million, creating some unique prob­
lems for individuals and society.

Over the past decade, the PFH 
team has stayed close to the elderly,

‘X A

Putting them to work
hi early 2023, PFH initiated a 

national series of therapy dog public 
welfare activities that included four 
main tracks: a therapy dog evalua­
tion conference, a therapy dog 
knowledge seminar, social welfare 
services and volunteer training.

“Unlike other working dogs, most 
therapy dogs come from ordinary 
pet-owning households and only 
work when called upon to provide 
physical, psychological or emotional 
support for people in need,” Wu Qi 
said. “To become a certified therapy 
dog, the animal must undergo rigor­
ous training, guidance and evalua-
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A natural talent
Looking at the requirements for 

the animals, she thought Lucky was 
well-suited for the job, and she 
decided to have her tested in Shang­
hai. That was in February 2023, and 
Lucky performed exceptionally well, 
passing on the first attempt.

“At that time I wasn’t clear about 
what a therapy dog was supposed to 
do,” Wu said. “After participating in 
PFH’s activities, I realized that many 
organizations and groups are in 
great need of mediators, and certain 
kinds of animals can fill the bill in 
ways that are quite different from 
human volunteers.”

After passing the exam, Lucky 
was channeled into internships at 
various organizations in a sort of 
doggy graduate program using Wu 
Qi’s system.

“I am happy to see her improve­
ment,” Wu Jingyi said.

During one visit to a nursing 
home, Lucky met an older woman 
who loved dogs but showed some 
fear around larger ones, such as this 
border collie.

“I could see the smile in her eyes, 
but she hesitated to come closer to 
Lucky,” Wu Jingyi said. “So I asked 
Lucky to show the woman that she 
is safe and controllable. When 
someone gives Lucky food and I say 
no, for example, she will not eat it.” 

Wu asked the elderly woman to 
count down from five to one, after 
which Lucky would be allowed to 
eat This made the woman very hap­
py, Wu said.

“She went from being guarded 
and fearful at first to expressing a 
desire to try. We then asked if she 
would be willing to pet Lucky if she 
wasn’t too afraid. And she agreed.”

Wu brought Lucky a bit closer to 
the woman’s knee, and after a little 
petting, the fear vanished.

“The whole process may not 
sound very complex, but I could see 
genuine jo/’ Wu said.

PFH collaborates with experts 
from domestic and international 
autism rehabilitation centers, nurs­
ing homes, neurology hospitals and 
special education programs to 
develop training programs for ther­
apy dogs in China. It primarily 
serves elderly individuals with cog­
nitive problems, children with 
autism and individuals with physi­
cal disabilities, anxiety disorders or 
depression.

“The program aims to help the 
elderly and children with special 
needs strengthen their interac­
tions and communication with the 
external world. It enriches their 
lives through the assistance and 
companionship of the therapy 
dogs,” Wu Qi said. “It also pro­
motes the exploration of normal 
social interactions for children 
who have special needs through 
long-term therapy with the dogs. 
The animals can help these young 
people integrate into society.”

The organization hopes to 
enhance public understanding of 
cognitive impairment, autism and 
other conditions to increase socie­
ty’s general acceptance and under­
standing, he said.

Wu Qi, founder of Paw for Heal
and pet behavior expert

Well-being enhanced study 
In collaboration with Peking 

Union Medical College Hospital in 
2022, PFH conducted a compre­
hensive animal therapy study that 
focused on the elderly population. 
In May last year, the PFH team 
launched an innovative project to 
establish a combination of com­
munity eldercare and pet therapy 
services.

“Through a series of rigorous 
experiments and data analysis, we 
found that regular interaction with 
animals can significantly reduce feel­
ings of loneliness and anxiety among 
the elderly, improving their quality of 
life and sense of happiness,” Wu Qi 
said. “This outcome has not only 
gained widespread recognition in the 
scientific community but also pro­
rides strong evidence for promoting 
animal-assisted therapy nationwide.” 

During free clinics at nursing 
homes, Kang Lin, director of the ger­
iatrics department at the hospital, 
witnessed the clear positive impact 
of animals on the elderly.

“Based on my years of clinical 
experience, physical rehabilitation 
is the greatest challenge because 
many elderly people lack the moti­
vation to move,” she said. “However, 
Wu Qi demonstrated that simply 
having them hold hula hoops for 
therapy dogs to leap through moti­
vated people to get moving more.”

Other tasks, such as glooming the 
animals or dressing them up with 
scarves or buttons, “can subtly 
enhance an elderly person’s physical 
abilities,” Kang said. “It can also 
impact their cognitive and emotion­
al well-being.”

She hopes to collaborate with 
Wu’s team to standardize animal- 
assisted therapy for the elderly.

“We have drafted standards such 
as the use of large or small therapy 
dogs depending on the facility, dura­
tion and frequency of service and the 
interventions required,” Kang said.

All of this serves as a way to 
explore best practices, which are 
crucial for the industry, she added.

In the future, the PFH team will 
focus on pet training, pet welfare, 
pet media, pet film and pet televi­
sion advertisements.

“In 2025, we will promote adop­
tions through various channels to 
reduce the burden on organizations 
and help more stray animals find 
warm homes,” Wu Qi said.

Success with autistic child
Starting in 2022, at the beginning 

of each school semester, some autis­
tic children at Huimin School in 
Shanghai’s Fengxian district have 
participated in special classes. In 
one of those, the children had thera­
py dog partners and played games, 
guided by Wu Qi and some volun­
teers, who worked with the teachers 
to complete certain functional 
improvement training.

For example, the children learned 
to introduce themselves to the dogs,

I /

/

-A.*

IIIn

F A 
yd

A

£
The program aims to 
help the elderly and 
children with special 
needs strengthen 
their interactions and 
communication with 
the external world. It 
enriches their lives 
through the 
assistance and 
companionship of the 
therapy dogs.
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China raises concerns about targeted large-scale cyber espionage

Policy: Cabinet nominations spark controversies
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Shen Yi, professor at Fudan
University in Shanghai 

what America wants” smacks of the 
country’s 19th century adventure­
some foreign policy. Trump’s pro­
posed actions are not akin to the 
ideas that underpinned Manifest 
Destiny, which resulted in the inte­
gration of the US from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific. Nor does the acquisi­
tion of Alaska from Russia for $7.2 
million in 1867 align well. Even the 
so-called Louisiana Purchase in
1803 does not fit well with the 
things Trump has been discussing. 

First, they were part of a differ­
ent era, and second, at the time 
there were strong geographical 
philosophical and ideological 
imperatives underpinning the idea 
of building out the United States of 
America.

It should be clear that the presi­
dent-elect’s verbiage surrounding 
his very controversial proposals is 
meant to be provocative, and per­
haps nothing more. Greenland, for 
example, already hosts a US mili­
tary base under the auspices of the 
US Space Command. This base is 
tied to the North American Aero­
space Defense Command’s global 
network of sensors for defending 
against potential missile attacks. 
Demnark and Greenland have 
already shown willingness to 
entertain proposals for expanding 
the US presence if there is suffi­
cient strategic rationale. 

The Panama Canal is not under 
any kind of Chinese control or 
threat, political or otherwise, and 
thus the arguments offered by 
Trump about the security of the 
canal are simply unfounded. 

And Canada has no interest in

One answer might be that these 
are superfluous topics and Trump’s 
real intention is to divert both pub­
lic and media attention from the 
hearings associated with his Cabi­
net nominations.

His choices are reflecting a pref­
erence for loyalty versus expertise, 
which is making many people in 
Congress, including some within 
his own Republican Party, some­
what nervous.

Three of his nominees seem to 
be in trouble from the moment 
they were announced: Kash Patel 
as FBI director, Pete Hegseth as 
defense secretary and Tulsi Gab­
bard as director of national intelli­
gence. They have already sparked 
controversies due to their lack of 
relevant experience.

T\vo others — Robert Kennedy Jr 
as secretary of the US Department 
of Health and Human Services and 
Mehmet Oz as administrator for 
the Centers for Medicare and Med­
icaid Sendees — have also attract­
ed critical comments from both 
parties.

With their respective hearings 
already underway and their FBI 
background reports beginning to 
circulate, Trump may simply want 
to create a diversion to shift atten­
tion from the critical reviews that 
will occur soon.

Once Trump started speaking 
about annexing Greenland or mak­
ing Canada the 51st state, the situ­
ation regarding his Cabinet 
nominations quickly disappeared 
from the headlines, especially after

The author is a nonresident fellow 
at Quincy Institute, a think tank
based in Washington, DC, and a 
senior lecturer at the Asian Pacific 
Studies Institute of Duke Universi­
ty. The views do not necessarily
reflect those of China Daily.
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Jiang Han, a senior analyst at mar­
ket consultancy Pangoal, underscored 
the importance of strengthening inter­
action with overseas users to have a 
better understanding of their require­
ments, quickly responding to market 
changes, and elevating the quality of 
content and user experience in the 
competitive social media landscape.

Noting that the migration to Xiao- 
hongshu marks the start of more Chi­
nese social media platforms gaining 
access to more US users, Jiang said 
the proliferation of Chinese apps in 
the US will be conducive to improv­
ing international influence of Chi­
nese brands and promoting cultural 
exchanges and information sharing. 

Zhou Mi, a researcher at the Chi­
nese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation in 
Beijing, said the imminent ban on 
TikTok shows the US government’s 
strengthened oversight of Chinese- 
owned social media platforms.

Such platforms should reinforce 
compliance capacities and abide by 
local laws, rules and regulations to 
mitigate risks amid rising geopoliti­
cal tensions, Zhou added.

The US Supreme Court is set to rule 
on enforcing a law that would either 
ban TikTok or force its Chinese par­
ent company ByteDance to sell it to a 
US company within this week.

US President-elect Donald Trump 
is considering an executive order 
that would suspend the enforce­
ment of the TikTok sale-or-ban law' 
for 60 to 90 days, The Washington 
Post reported on Wednesday.

shed light on the scandalous side 
of US espionage missions by fed­
eral agencies, including massive 
wiretaps.

A report by The Washington 
Post on Oct 27 said the so-called 
“Salt Typhoon” group is thought 
to have targeted “the system that 
tracks lawful requests for wire­
taps made by the federal govern-

Symbol
of hope

The recent moves by two West 
African countries to end foreign mil­
itary presence on their soil mark 
another blow to France’s influence 
in the continent.

President of Cote d’Ivoire Alas­
sane Ouattara, in his New Year 
address, announced that French for­
ces would withdraw from die coun­
try in January.

Similarly, Senegalese President 
Bassirou Diomaye Faye declared 
that all foreign military bases in the 
country would be closed by 2025, an 
announcement observers said was 
essentially aimed at France. “There 
wall soon be no more French soldiers 
in Senegal,” Faye told French daily 
Le Monde in November.

Analysts attribute the current 
trend to a combination of Africa’s 
growing demand for sovereignty, 
rising anti-West sentiment, and the 
shift in France’s African strategy as 
its influence wanes.

“It mainly boils down to issues of 
sovereignty,” said Fidel Arnakye 
Owusu, CEO of DefSEC Analytics 
Africa, a security consultancy based 
in Accra, Ghana.

“The military presence of France 
is unpopular with die local people, 
given the vestiges of colonialism. 
The younger generation is not com­
fortable with it,” he told China Daily. 

Dai Zhixin, vice-dean of the Insti­
tute of French and Francophone 
Studies and research fellow at 
School of Global and Area Studies 
of Renmin University of China, said 
African nations are rethinking the 
continuity of foreign troops’ pres­
ence, mainly out of national securi­
ty considerations.

The security situation in die Sahel 
— a region south of the Sahara 
desert, stretching from Senegal in 
the west to Sudan in die east — has 
deteriorated in recent years, partic­
ularly after the chaos in Libya in 
2011. The turmoil resulted in a pro­
liferation of weapons being smug­
gled into die Sahel and empowering 
militant groups across the region, 
fueling conflicts.

France, along with international 
forces, has intervened to combat 
extremism in the continent. In 
2013, it launched Operation Serval 
in Mali, replaced in 2014 by Opera­
tion Barkhane in partnership with 
die G5 Sahel countries, namely 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Maurita­
nia and Niger, an alliance that was 
largely diluted after die departures 
of Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso in 
2022 and 2023.

“Foreign forces can heighten inse­
curity and even provide a rallying 
point for extremist groups by 
strengthening their anti-colonial 
narrative,” Dai said.

“While France’s interventions in the 
Sahel have achieved some success in 
countering extremists, they have not 
translated into lasting peace, and 
long-term stability remains elusive,” 
Dai said. “Meanwhile, dwindling 
French forces has created a security 
vacuum in die region,” he added.

On Jan 11, France handed over its 
second army base in Abeche, east 
Chad, following the first such move in 
mid-December. Chad, long regarded 
as a stable security partner, ended its 
military agreement with France in 
November, calling it “obsolete”

Li Yincai, an associate research 
fellow in African Studies at the 
Shanghai Academy of Social Scien­
ces’ Institute of International Rela­
tions noted that France’s influence 
in the region has noticeably 
declined in recent years.

“France has historically had the 
largest military presence in Africa, but
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its power has diminished significantly 
over the past two decades,” Li said.

Despite many' African nations 
becoming independent from the 
1950s onward, France maintained a 
strong military and political influence 
in the continent, with some arrange­
ments seen as domineering. “Franco­
phone Africa did not gain full 
independence” as France continued 
to exert a degree of political and eco­
nomic control over its former colo­
nies, including stationing military 
forces, holding foreign reserves of 
these nations in France, and wielding 
indirect influence over their natural 
resources, Owusu said.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said in a speech on Jan 6 to 
French ambassadors that African 
countries had “forgotten to say thank 
you” to France for its decadelong mil­
itary efforts in fighting extremists.

Chad’s President Mahamat Idriss 
Deby Itno hit back by saying that 
Macron is “in the wrong era” He add­
ed that he wanted to express his out­
rage at the remarks “which border on 
contempt for Africa and Africans’:

Li of the Shanghai Academy of 
Social Sciences said Macron’s com­
ments signal France’s broader sense 
of loss and humiliation, as it gradu­
ally exits the continent.

“France has invested over a centu­
ry in the regions, pouring in sub­
stantial resources, only to be seen as 
a relic of the colonial era and ulti­
mately forced to leave,” Li said.

Owusu of DefSEC Analytics Africa 
said Macron’s remarks were uncalled 
for. ‘While it is good to appreciate 
military cooperation (between Africa 
and France), it should not come 
across as France doing African states 
a favor,” he said.

He said France has long exploited 
Africa’s resources, with significant 
mining interests in countries such as 
Niger, Mali and Senegal. “These 
resources are often granted to France 
without fair competition due to post­
colonial arrangements,” Owusu said. 

“Economic, political, cultural and 
historical factors have contributed 
to this new wave” of France with­
drawing troops from the African 
continent, he added.

Owusu said African countries 
should unite on the global stage. 
“When there is regionalism, they can 
have a united front in bargaining with 
great powers in order to gain,” he said. 

Over the past decade, France has 
been forced out of over 70 percent of 
the African nations where it once 
maintained a military presence, 
news network France 24 reported. 

“Budget constraints and shifting 
geopolitical priorities have driven 
the wave of France’s withdrawal of 
military presence in Africa,” Li said. 

Despite continued counterterror­
ism efforts, the region has seen a rise 
in coups, including in Mali, Burkina 
Faso, and Niger — all former French 
colonies and the military leaders in 
these countries have asked French 
forces to leave.

In line with new realities, France 
has been devising a reconstructed 
Africa strategy. In November, 
Macron’s special envoy for Africa, 
Jean-Marie Bockel, presented a 
report on the evolution of France’s 
military role on the continent In June 
2024, it announced the creation of a 
command to reorganize its forces in 
Africa. In February 2023, Macron 
called for Fiance to establish “a new, 
balanced relationship” with Africa. 

“In the future, the West’s approach 
toward Africa should prioritize mutu­
al benefit,” Dai of Renmin University 
of China said, adding that “Africa 
should focus on both internal reforms 
and regional integration to enhance 
autonomy, and find a development 
path that suits their needs”

Chinese diplomats on cyber 
affairs, in conversation with 
their United States counterparts, 
have firmly rejected US allega­
tions of cyberattacks, sources 
said.

The allegations made by the US 
‘Tack evidence” the sources told 
China Daily.

The Chinese diplomats “have 
expressed concerns about the US 
targeting China by rolling out 
large-scale cyber espionage and 
moves jeopardizing critical infor­
mation infrastructure”, the sour­
ces added.

In recent months, some leading 
US media organizations, includ­
ing The Wall Street Journal and 
The Washington Post, have 
claimed that Chinese hackers, as 
part of a “Chinese government-af­
filiated group” or campaign that 
US investigators and researchers 
have dubbed “Salt Typhoon”, 
intercepted phone calls of US 
political figures and collected 
audio recordings.

Even US government officials 
publicly joined the verbal attacks 
on China in this regard.

However, cyber affairs experts 
and policy observers in China 
pointed out that the US media 
reports, while falsely linking Chi­
na to such alleged attacks, also

the leaders of Greenland, Den­
mark and Canada began to 
respond to his proposals. 

One thing’s for sure, Trump 
knows how to utilize the media for 
his specific purposes; he is a mas­
ter at directing and redirecting 
attention to where he wants it to 
go. This means we cannot discount 
the possibility that there is less 
geopolitical substance behind his 
ideas and more domestic political 
intrigue.

From a historical perspective, if 
Trump is indeed serious about his 
suggested actions vis-a-vis Green­
land, Canada, the Panama Canal 
and the Gulf of Mexico, it would 
possibly portend a new era of US 
jingoism.

The notion that “America gets

The People’s 
Liberation Army 
Navy hospital 
ship Peace Ark 
arrives at a port in 
Zhoushan, Zheji­
ang province, on 
Thursday morn­
ing. The ship 
completed its 
humanitarian 
medical mission 
in 13 countries 
across Asia and 
Africa during its 
Mission Harmo- 
ny-2024 deploy­
ment. 
GUI JIANGBO/XINHUA

becoming a part of the US for 
whatever reason. “The joke is 
over,” Canadian Finance Minister 
Dominic LeBlanc said. “It’s a way 
for him, I think, to sow confusion, 
to agitate people, to create chaos 
knowing this will never happen.” 

The key point is that these ideas 
were for the most part never 
anticipated by anyone following 
the foreign policy and national 
security interests of the US going 
forward. They also set a bad prec­
edent and may embolden other 
countries in actual or potential 
territorial seizures. 

It is time to shift focus onto the 
real pressing issues that the US is 
facing and mobilize the minds of 
“the best and the brightest” to 
ameliorate existing conflicts 
regarding Ukraine and Israel, and 
prevent new conflicts in other 
regions.

The president-elect would be 
wise to avoid unnecessary provo­
cations, especially toward tradi­
tional allies, so that the US can 
remain strong and credible and is 
able to play a constructive role in 
world affairs. Affairs that support 
the country’s national interests 
and do not damage the security 
umbrella that has protected the US 
and its allies since the end of 
World War II.

ment of carriers”.
Beijing has made public rebut­

tals against Washington’s similar 
allegations that label China as 
the perpetrator of cyberattacks 
against the US.

Shen Yi, a professor at Fudan 
University in Shanghai and a 
leading expert on cyberspace 
governance studies, said, “US 
intelligence agencies have a typi­
cal behavioral pattern in hyping 
cybersecurity governance and 
national security issues, which is 
fabricating facts using false and 
inaccurate information, and fab­
ricating so-called cyberattacks by 
other countries.”

The objective is to hype security 
threats and create anxiety, Shen 
added.

Earlier this month, the US 
Department of the Treasury sanc­
tioned a Beijing-based cybersecu­
rity company, accusing it of 
helping Chinese hackers infiltrate 
US telecommunication systems 
and conduct surveillance.

At a recent news conference, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Guo Jiakun said: ‘We 
urge the US to stop using the 
issue of cybersecurity to vilify 
and smear China. For quite some 
time, the US has been trumpet­
ing so-called ‘Chinese hacking1 
and even using it to impose ille­
gal and unilateral sanctions on 
China.”
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By SHAO XINYING
shaoccinying@chinadaily.com.cn

US intelligence 
agencies have a 
typical behavioral 
pattern in hyping 
cybersecurity 
governance and 
national security 
issues, which is 
fabricating facts 
using false and 
inaccurate 
information, and 
fabricating so-called 
cyberattacks by 
other countries.”

The key point is that 
these ideas were for 
the most part never 
anticipated by any­
one following the 
foreign policy and 
national security 
interests of the 
US going forward. 
They also set a bad 
precedent and may 
embolden other 
countries in actual 
or potential territori­
al seizures.
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Team keeps locomotives in motion amid freezing cold
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ing him around with a camera went 
viral. Despite his requests for space, 
the fan ignored him.

Wang subsequently issued a state­
ment on Weibo condemning “paid 
photographers” and urging fans to 
respect athletes’ privacy.

“I don’t want people waiting out­
side airports, training halls or hotels 
to follow and photograph us,” Wang 
wrote. “This disrupts public order 
and severely affects our daily lives. 
On the court, I am an athlete; off the 
court, I am just an ordinary person. 
I hope everyone can respect each 
other’s privacy, maintain distance 
and allow me some personal space. 
Thank you.”

Fellow table tennis star Fan Zhen- 
dong lias experienced similar dis­
ruptions, including chaotic airport 
scenes and overeager fens entering 
his hotel room. He has repeatedly 
called for a halt to invasive fendom 
practices.

During the first stage of the China 
Table Tennis Super League in 
December in Changsha, Hunan 
province, Fan addressed fens on Wei­
bo, urging them to show their admi­
ration in more appropriate ways. 

“Thank you for your support, but 
there are better ways and moments 
to express it. Stay true to yourselves 

Nanning Mayor Hou Gang high­
lighted the burgeoning economic 
ties between China and ASEAN 
countries.

“We have established a ‘four-hour 
economic circle’ with ASEAN coun­
tries. You can have rice noodles for 
breakfast in Nanning, coffee in 
Hanoi and durian in Kuala Lumpur 
in the afternoon,” the mayor said.

Nanning Airport lias launched 15 
international cargo routes, connect­
ing 17 cities in 10 ASEAN and South 
Asian countries. Its international 
cargo and mail throughput is expect­
ed to exceed 100,000 metric tons in 
2024.

Last year, the airport began offer-

The All-China Journalists Asso­
ciation hosted a Spring Festival 
reception Thursday night, for key 
figures from China’s leading news 
organizations, domestic and for­
eign journalists, as well as foreign 
envoys.

Held in the association’s news 
hall, the event featured cultural 
performances, including tea cere­
monies and Chinese knot-making 
demonstrations.

He Ping, chairman of the ACJA, 
delivered a welcome speech.

Shin Kyung-Jin, chief corre­
spondent of Beijing Bureau of 
Korea JoongAng Daily, said, “This 
year, my focus will be on China’s 
economic developments and Sino-

development of sports in China.
The rise of fendom culture has 

raised concerns about its impact on 
athletes’ mental and physical well-be­
ing, their performance and the long­
term sustainability of their careers.

In the world of table tennis, one of 
China’s most beloved sports, ath­
letes like Wang Chuqin and Fan 
Zhendong have become particularly 
affected by this trend.

In December, Wang Chuqin was 
surrounded by a crowd of fens at 
Beijing Capital International Air­
port, causing him visible frustration. 

This followed a similar incident 
last October, when a video of Wang 
confronting a fen who kept follow-

and respect others. I sincerely ask 
for your understanding and 
respect,” he wrote.

The backlash against fandom cul­
ture has also led to increased scruti­
ny of online discussions, with some 
social media users spreading false 
information, insulting athletes and 
coaches, or inciting conflict among 
fen groups.

In response, major platforms 
such as Weibo, Douyin, Xiaohong- 
shu, Baidu, Tencent and Bilibili have 
removed thousands of posts con­
taining such content. Weibo report­
ed that it had deleted over 7,600 
posts and penalized more than 700 
accounts for inciting conflict, mak­
ing insults or engaging in malicious 
sensationalism.

Efforts to combat the negative 
effects of fendom culture have 
gained traction. During the Paris 
Olympics in August, the Ministry 
of Public Security revealed it had 
handled four major cases involving 
illegal activities in sports fan cir­
cles, three of which concerned 
table tennis.

“The internet is not beyond die 
reach of the law,” die ministry said, 
urging users to avoid spreading mis­
information and engaging in per­
sonal attacks.

As Northeast China’s Heilongjiang 
province enters its coldest period of 
the year, 26-year-old locomotive 
maintenance worker Wang Jiayi and 
her six teammates are working tire­
lessly in the maintenance shop at die 
Harbin locomotive depot.

The depot, the largest in the area 
under the China Railway Harbin 
Group, is responsible for maintain­
ing nine types of locomotives — 206 
in all — and handling train engines 
from cities including Qiqihar, Jia- 
musi and Mudanjiang.

Each day, at least 120 locomotives 
arrive for inspection, repair and 
maintenance before heading back 
out to haul trains on busy railway 
lines. The depot operates much like 
an automobile service center, with a 
familiar process of inspection, task 
determination, repair, quality 
checks and final delivery.

“With the Spring Festival travel 
rush starting on Tuesday, locomo­
tives are in more frequent use,” 
Wang said. “The harsh cold of Hei­
longjiang makes key components

A growing movement among Chi­
nese athletes has seen numerous 
sports stars take action against the 
disruptive influence of “fendom cul­
ture.”

Prominent sports figures, includ­
ing badminton players Wang Chang 
and Liang Weikeng, and gymnast 
Zhang Boheng, have disbanded 
their fen groups on Weibo in a stand 
against the invasive behavior of 
some supporters.

Their actions quickly gained 
attention online, with Paris Olympic 
table tennis champion Wang Chu- 
qin’s fan club dissolving its fan 
group on Sina Weibo becoming a 
trending topic on social media, 
amassing over 34 million views.

The growing backlash against fen­
dom culture has caught the atten­
tion of China’s sports authorities.

On Tuesday, the General Adminis­
tration of Sport of China held a spe­
cial meeting to address the issue. 
Gao Zhidan, head of the administra­
tion, stressed the importance of 
stronger regulations, public aware­
ness campaigns and better risk pre­
vention measures to safeguard 
athletes’ rights and ensure the future

TWelve mayors and their repre­
sentatives from China and members 
of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations called for deeper eco­
nomic ties and enhanced connectiv­
ity to achieve common prosperity 
during the Global Mayors Dialogue 
on Thursday in Nanning, Guangxi 
Zhuang autonomous region.

The Nanning Initiatives, issued at 
the forum, emphasize city-level 
cooperation as a cornerstone for a 
more prosperous and connected 
China-ASEAN community.

The initiative was co-launched by 
representatives from cities across 
the eight participating countries: 
China, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam.

Themed “Building a China-ASEAN 
Community of Friendship: Urban 
Openness and Cooperation,” the 
Global Mayors Dialogue began on 
Wednesday and will end on Saturday. 

As the permanent host city of the 
China-ASEAN Expo, Nanning has 
become a vital platform for China’s 
engagement with ASEAN. Since 
2004, the city has hosted CAEXPO 
for 21 consecutive years, fostering 
what it calls the “Nanning Channel” 
for open cooperation.

“We sincerely hope that all parties 
will fully leverage the Nanning Chan­
nel to promote ‘hard connectivity in 
infrastructure, ‘soft connectivity in 
rules and standards and ‘heart-to- 
heart connectivity in people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges,” said Nong Shengwen, 
a member of the Standing Commit­
tee of the CPC Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region Committee and 
secretary of the CPC Nanning Com­
mittee, during his opening speech.

such as braking systems and electri­
cal circuits prone to freezing or 
becoming brittle, which can impact 
their performance.”

The onset of the travel rash, 
which runs through Feb 22, has 
nearly doubled her team’s workload. 
The team is tasked with maintain­
ing at least three locomotives daily, 
compared to the one or two they 
usually do each day.

After graduating from Lanzhou 
Jiaotong University in 2021, Wang 
joined China Railway Harbin Group 
and chose to work at the locomotive 
depot, fulfilling a childhood dream. 

“I was born in Mudanjiang and 
lived near a rail line,” she said.

The survivors of the earthquake 
in the Xizang autonomous region 
are being provided with transition­
al housing, according to Wei Jun, 
deputy director of the region’s 
emergency management depart­
ment. Wei spoke at a news confer­
ence in the regional capital, Lhasa, 
on Thursday.

Since the 6.8 magnitude earth­
quake, 13,000 sets of prefabricated 
houses have been collected. Of 
these, 6,135 have already been deliv­
ered to the disaster areas, and 5,152 
have been set up and are now occu­
pied. The remaining units are in 
transport, Wei reported.

The regional Party committee 
and government are focusing on 
ensuring the resettlement and safe­
ty of those affected by the disaster. 
Detailed inspections are underway 
to identify safety risks and protect 
tiie properties of those impacted.

Wei also noted that authorities 
have quickly assessed disaster 
losses and are taking measures to 
ensure the well-being of the com­
munity during the winter months. 

To address the challenges posed 
by the high altitude and low tem­
peratures in the earthquake- 
stricken areas, the region’s 
earthquake relief headquarters 
has rapidly transported and dis­
tributed various relief materials.

The latest statistics from the 
department show that the donat­
ed supplies include 9,525 electric 
stoves, over 40,000 electric blan­
kets, 759 metric tons of fuel, more 
than 259,700 blankets, over 
180,000 cotton clothes, and 560 
tons of reserved food and oil.

Relevant departments have act­
ed swiftly to inspect safety risks in 
the disaster areas. The region’s 
department of natural resources 
has completed emergency geologi­

ing flights to Vientiane, Laos, provid­
ing Chinese and Lao passengers 
with more convenient and efficient 
travel options.

Athsaphangthong Siphandone, 
mayor of Vientiane, expressed his 
wish for increased collaboration with 
Nanning, particularly in commerce, 
exhibitions, culture and tourism.

Nguyen Van Hanh, chairman of 
tiie People’s Committee of Lang Son 
City, Vietnam, emphasized the 
responsibility of cities such as Lang 
Son, Mong Cai and Nanning to foster 
peace, prosperity and sustainable 
development through cooperation. 

He said he hopes that cultural and 
festival exchanges, exhibitions and 

cal hazard inspections in 76 towns 
across seven quake-affected coun­
ties: Dingri, Dinggye, Lhaze, 
Sa’kya, Ngamring, Gampa and 
Saga. These inspections revealed
1,851 geological hazard points.

Additionally, the region’s hous­
ing and urban-rural development 
department organized 123 profes­
sional institutions with 557 experts 
and technicians to inspect and 
assess 30,057 rural and public 
buildings.

The fire and rescue corps has 
conducted 1,418 mobile fire inspec­
tions at resettlement sites, identi­
fying 2,206 fire hazards. Workers 
have already rectified 1,901 of the 
problems, with the remaining haz­
ards under correction.

Transportation units have 
inspected 900 bridges, 47 tunnels 
and 4,468 culverts, while patrol­
ling 5,596 kilometers of roads. The 
region’s water resources depart­
ments have inspected 14 reser­
voirs, five of which showed 
localized cracks and other issues. 

In the aftermath of the earth­
quake, tiie PLA and armed police 
rescue forces have recovered over 
464,100 yuan ($63,000) in cash, 
1,640 valuable items and 29,466 
other items. The region’s public 
security department has salvaged 
more than 34,600 items and 2.25 
million yuan in cash. Firefighters 
and rescue personnel have also 
cleared 750 post-earthquake debris 
sites, salvaging over 60,000 items 
and 3.24 million yuan in cash.

As of Wednesday, the region’s 
civil affairs department reported 
that 1.64 billion yuan in donations 
had been received from various 
sectors of society, including 1.53 
billion yuan in funds and other 
material donations.

involved a locomotive’s air condi­
tioning system, which stopped func­
tioning without showing fault 
information on the electronic dis­
play. After a thorough inspection, 
the team identified an issue with the 
ventilation fen. Using diagnostic 
tools, they pinpointed abnormal 
resistance readings, replaced the 
faulty components and ensured the 
locomotive left on time.

Winter’s freezing temperatures 
present additional hazards. 

“When locomotives arrive at the 
depot, they frost over immediately, 
making tiie roofs dangerously slip­
pery,” Wang said. “We always 
remind ourselves to be cautious to 
avoid slipping or injuries.”

The team’s high level of education 
and hands-on experience has fos­
tered a culture of innovation. Over 
tiie past few years, they have con­
tributed to more than 10 projects, 
resulting in cost savings exceeding 
600,000 yuan ($81,838).

As Wang and her team navigate 
the intense demands of the Spring 
Festival rash, they continue to 
uphold their commitment to safety, 
precision and efficiency.

Wang Chuqin, the Paris Olym­
pic table tennis champion 

Wang Jiayi conducts repair 
work on the top of a locomotive 
in January, provided to china daily 

Hu Weitao, a police with the border control brigade of Aksu. Xin­
jiang Uygur autonomous region, proposes marriage to his now­
fiancee Luo Yao during their routine patrol on Wednesday, 
which also happens to be his birthday, in the presence of fellow 
officers. The couple plans to marry in May. feng yongbin / china daily

Authorities ramp up efforts to ensure 
well-being of earthquake survivors

Guests participating in the ongoing Global Mayors Dialogue learn moves from the Yong Opera, a nation­
al intangible cultural heritage, under the guidance of an actress in Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang autono­
mous region, on Wednesday, chen guanyan / china news service

US relations, especially with Presi­
dent-elect Donald Trump set to 
take office next week.”

He also expressed interest in 
exploring the surge in Korean 
tourism to Shanghai.

Romanian journalist Daniel 
Tomozei, a correspondent with 
China Radio International, said he 
would closely watch tiie dynamics 
between China and the European 
Union, which he described as a bloc 
facing internal and external chal­
lenges.

As Chinese New Year draws 
near, Tomozei is preparing to cover 
the upcoming spring political ses­
sions, which will outline China’s 
economic and social trajectory for 
the year. “I will continue to be a 
voice for a more correct under­
standing of the real China,” he said.

J

W
IS

I hope everyone can 
respect each other’s 
privacy, maintain
distance and allow 
me some personal 
space.”

*

ByLIYINGXUE
liyingxue@chinadailycom.cn

By ZHAO YIM ENG
zhaoyimmg@chinadaily.com.cn

Journalist group hosts 
Spring Festival event

other activities would create oppor­
tunities for people to meet, commu­
nicate and deepen mutual 
understanding.

The dialogue resulted in the sign­
ing of 14 projects worth over 3.3 bil­
lion yuan ($450 million), 
encompassing sister-city partner­
ships, economic and trade collabo­
rations, logistics, education and 
tourism initiatives across eight 
ASEAN nations.

Currently, Nanning boasts sister­
city relationships with 31 cities world­
wide, including 10 within ASEAN. 
The city has also become a first- 
choice destination for ASEAN stu­
dents pursuing education in China.

!

“Every day, I would see trains pass­
ing by my window and dream of 
working with locomotives some­
day.”

The reality of the job was initially 
daunting. “When I first stood in 
front of a locomotive, I was shocked 
by its size,” Wang said. “Even though 
I had studied theoretical knowledge 
in university, practical operations 
were completely different I didn’t 
know where to start.”

With the guidance of an experi­
enced worker, Wang spent a month 
observing, learning and practicing. 
Within months, she demonstrated 
strong organizational skills and 
technical expertise, earning her a 
leadership position overseeing a 
team of seven female workers with 
an average age of 24.

Like their male counterparts, she 
and her team haul heavy tools, 
climb to the roofs of 5-meter-high 
locomotives and inspect ditches 
beneath the trains.

“We’ve never shown weakness in 
our physical strength,” Wang said. 
“In fact, we’re often more meticu­
lous in detecting malfunctions.” 

One memorable challenge 
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Residents in Shanghai fund
P

own building renovation
New-look complex freed of safety risks from falling facade tiles
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The facade of the Zhaofeng Building.

Party role an essential component of grassroots governance
By ZHOU WENTING
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By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai 
zhouwenting@chinadaily.com.cn

tainly call for a halt to the project. 
However, any opposition must be 
justified,” she said.

Out of respect for the ideas of all 
the residents, all four renovation 
proposals were provided to each 
household for thorough discus­
sions and voting.

“Throughout the entire process 
that involved extensive communi­
cation, we hoped that none of the 
residents thought their ideas were 
neglected,” said Bao.

Residents said the process was 
a perfect example of advancing 
whole-process people’s democra­
cy.

“The more we participated in the 
discussion around the renovation 
plan, the closer we felt about our 
relation to it. And that promoted all 
the households to gradually reach a 
unity of thoughts,” said Feng Jumei, 
a resident of the building.

fl

not long after the owner of the car 
had gotten out. If there was some­
one in or around the vehicle at that 
time, it could have been an irrepara­
ble tragedy’ he added.

In the WeChat group, safety haz­
ards from falling tiles were one of 
the most frequently discussed topics 
among the residents. The initiative 
to carry out the renovation with col­
lective funding from the residents 
gradually took shape.

Liu Guanglei was one of the resi­
dents who volunteered to lead the 
innovation project. He said that he 
hoped to eliminate safety hazards as 
he and four other family members, 
including his elderly mother and 
two children, live in the building. 

“Having lived here for nearly a dec­
ade also gave me a sense of belong­
ing. I want to do some real tilings for 
the neighbors,” said resident Liu.

The renovation began in the latter 
half of 2022. A professional team

including Bao, worked tirelessly to 
facilitate dialogue and decision­
making.

For example, some residents 
said there must be corruption 
involved in such building renova­
tion projects. Bao said whenever 
she saw someone saying anything 
inappropriate in the WeChat 
group, she and her colleagues 
would immediately communicate 
with him or her face to face. 

“As a Party leader at the grass­
roots, I must pay attention to peo­
ple’s different voices. The more 
someone opposed the renovation 
project, the more we would listen 
to him or her,” said Bao. 

“If a resident could provide evi­
dence for opposition, I would cer­

■

For cost control, their first 
attempt in 2021 was to temporarily 
extend a steel wire mesh from the 
second floor. However, third-party 
evaluations later showed that the 
equipment was not strong enough 
to stop falling tiles.

At the building’s property manage­
ment office, maintenance worker Liu 
Shouliang filled a cardboard box 
with fallen tiles. On each of them, he 
recorded the date they fell and where 
from. There were tiles felling from 
both the lower and higher floors.

Some were quite fragmented, and 
others were as big as a laptop, he said. 

“Several pieces of tiles smashed 
into the cars parked downstairs,” he 
said, recalling that one tile, accord­
ing to the video surveillance, hit a 
drying rack while falling and 
cracked the sunroof of a car. The 
drying rack also fell and pierced the 
driver’s window and seat. 

“It was startling. That happened

from a State-owned company in the 
construction design sector was 
invited to the apartment complex to 
introduce its renovation plan, 
including the detailed methods and 
processes of the face-lift. However, 
the 3-million-yuan quote for the 
project, had some residents con­
cerned about the cost.

Most of the around 10 residents 
who expressed opposition were sen­
iors. Their common view was to save 
money, said Bao Li, secretary of the 
Party branch of the residential com­
munity where the building is located. 

She said that some elderly resi­
dents suggested just fixing the places 
where safety hazards were found. 
But others disagreed, saying it would 
cause color variation on the facade 
and would not stand the test of time. 

“Young and middle-aged resi­
dents usually showed support and 
were willing to spend more money. 
They hoped to pay for a better reno­
vation plan although it might cost 
more,” Bao said.

Residents proposed altogether 
four programs for the face-lift 
involving different processes. They 
reached a consensus to find a value- 
for-money, time-tested renovation 
plan that would prevent them from 
safety concerns for two decades.

All four programs were voted on by 
each household. The two with the 
highest votes went into another 
round ofvoting, which brought about 
the final renovation plan in October 
2023.

Renovations of the building’s 
facade and walkways were complet­
ed in September.

“The environment of the residen­
tial complex today is totally different 
from what it was. The newsurround- 
ing has opened a new page of life for 
all the residents here,” said Wang 
Guanrong, 84, who has lived with his 
spouse in die building since 2007. 

“It will be even more beautiful in 
spring when the tunes will grow and 
climb up the walls,” he said, adding 
that seeds were planted as part of a 
greenery program to respond to res­
idents’ requests for more greenery 
in the limited space of the residen­
tial complex.

dents together to work for a com­
mon goal when there is something 
critical going on,” said Bao Li, sec­
retary of the Party branch of the 
residential community where the 
building is located.

Residents said there are not 
man}' communities like them 
where all the households in the 
building — with at least one indi­
vidual representing a household — 
are in a WeChat group, and can 
talk directly to the secretary of the 
Party branch of the residential 
community.

“This really shows that the sec­
retary is responsible. Because 
when anybody can speak to all in a 
group chat, such communication 
becomes transparent in front of 

everybody’s eyes, which can be a 
quite scary matter,” said Liu Guan­
glei, a resident in the Zhaofeng 
Building.

“If someone mentions an issue 
in the group chat, many people 
may express similar concerns and 
vent emotions, and that may often 
make a small problem magnified,” 
said Liu, 41.

Bao said: “We always face prob­
lems head-on, take the initiative to 
communicate with the residents, 
and find ways to solve problems. 
The sooner we step in to help solve 
problems, the smoother it will be.” 

In 2020, some residents pro­
posed to build a multistory park­
ing garage in the residential 
compound. Although the com­

assersby would be forgiven for 
thinking the 24-story Zhao­
feng Building on downtown
Shanghai’s Changning Road 

is a new apartment complex, with its 
shining paint and tidy entrance 
adorned with festive greetings.

However, the building was actual­
ly built in 1993.

In November, a project to renovate 
the building’s exterior, spearheaded 
entirely by the residents themselves 
and lasting for half a year, was com­
pleted, leaving the more than 200 res­
idents, young and old, with a safe and 
completely new living environment. 

“All the 95 households in the 
building collectively raised 1 million 
yuan ($137,000) for the renovation, 
showcasing a remarkable display of 
community initiative and coopera­
tion. The community-driven efforts 
in achieving a common goal have 
also fostered a sense of unity and 
pride among the residents,” said 
41-year-old resident Liu Guanglei. 

“The community initiative to reno­
vate the building was spontaneously 
generated from within the resident 
community, and derived from peo­
ple’s pursuit of a better life in the new 
times. People want a pleasant envi­
ronment not only within their homes 
but also the entire surroundings in 
their everyday life,” he said.

Residents recalled that safety con­
cerns regarding felling tiles from the 
building’s facade began several 
years ago and became more fre­
quent in 2020. The building’s exteri­
or of mosaic tiles was considered by 
some to be a symbol of style.

All the households in the building 
— with at least one individual repre­
senting each household — are mem­
bers of a WeChat group for daily 
communication and information 
sharing. After some residents 
shared a case of falling tiles from a 
building’s exterior that had taken 
people’s lives, they became aware 
that they could not ignore such safe­
ty hazards anymore.

An obstacle was that government 
authorities could not provide fund­
ing due to the high-rise building’s 
history, as the apartments were sold 
to those from outside the Chinese 
mainland in the first days. The resi­
dents had to come together to fund 
the much-needed renovation on 
their own.

Several residents of the Zhao­
feng Building said their communi­
ty-driven renovation in Shanghai 
was helped by the pivotal role of its 
grassroots Party.

They said that the grassroots 
Party organization has been open- 
minded in listening to residents’ 
requirements and advice regard­
ing improving their daily lives, for 
example, ideas regarding whether 
to add greenery and charging facil­
ities for electric bikes in the resi­
dential compound.

“We always respond to the needs 
of the residents, which gradually 
builds mutual trust. And only in 
this way can we summon the resi­

pound is small and it might cause 
trouble as some might oppose the 
idea, Bao said as the Party organi­
zation is at the grassroots level, 
they never reject residents’ sugges­
tions.

“As long as the residents have 
ideas, we must find ways to facili­
tate them and help them achieve 
their wishes,” she said.

The renovation project that was 
completed in November involved 
meticulous planning and discus­
sions within the community, with 
various viewpoints and concerns 
being addressed to ensure inclu­
siveness and transparency.

Despite initial skepticism and 
differing opinions among some 
residents, the community leaders, 

Left: Maintenance worker Liu Shouliang displays tiles that had fallen off the Zhaofeng Building over the years. Right: Bao Lei (left), Party 
chief of the residential community where the building is located, and resident Liu Guanglei (right) share their insights on how the self­
funded renovation project came into being.

People walk by the front entrance of the Zhaofeng Building in downtown Shanghai last month, after residents funded their own building's 
renovation project, photos by gao erqiang / china daily

9 ’!7i

I

■.

&j

SHE

I .

4-
l

/'s:

'FJ8T

/ I1 "-

1!

5F
I. /



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/19/2025 1:15:38 PM
6 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILYFriday, January 17,2025

CHINA

‘Aerial school bus’ prevents perilous trips
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together with other sentient beings, I live.
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—Zhuangzi, philosopher, late fourth BC
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flying, skydiving, rafting and rock 
climbing. It received 260,000 tour­
ist visits last year, according to local 
statistics.

via'l
KVA

By LI YINGQING in Kunming 

and CHEN MEII.ING

“This year, a child in the village fell 
from a roof and needed emergency 
treatment. Our workers were able to 
use the elevator and cable car' to send 
the child to hospital,” he said. 

“Another man who had a heart 
attack was also saved by the elevator.” 

Cai added that villagers can enjoy 
the service for free, and students 
have priority over tourists during 
peak travel times.

The canyon is a favored destina­
tion for enthusiasts of extreme 
sports such as paragliding, wingsuit
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bridge in the world by Guinness 
World Records, the canyon quickly 
won new fame.

As a result, in 2017, a company 
invested to develop the canyon into 
an attraction.

“Now the national 4A-level scenic 
spot is the children’s home. And the 
most difficult path to school has 
been transformed into the happiest 
path of realizing dreams,” said Yang. 

Cai Xiong, 54, chairman of Xuan- 
wei Yatuo Tourism Development, 
who invested 380 million yuan 
($51.8 million) into building the sce­
nic area, was born in Puli township. 
He said when he was a child, he also 
needed to walk a long way to school. 

He said the investment was for 
more than just business purposes, 
but also as an effort to improve the 
livelihoods of his fellow people.

More importantly, the “aerial 
school bus” is also a lifeline, he said.

“In tire past, two to three men were 
required to escort the children to 
school.”

Acknowledging that the situation 
was unacceptable, in 2014, Yang and 
her colleagues invited experts to 
conduct surveys and to establish a 
plan to create walkways from the 
village below to the school above, 
but no solution was feasible.

In 2015, they helped cut steps with 
electric saws, drive rivets into rock 
walls prone to felling and slippery 
boulders and install chains on the 
way for students.

In 2016, more safety facilities such 
as metal guardrails were built, along 
with laying new paths through the 
woods. “At the time, villagers told me 
it was already a big improvement,” 
Yang said.

In late 2016, when the 565-meter 
Beipanjiang Bridge spanning the 
canyon was recognized as the tallest

f

said, adding they also used chains. 
Her second son Lei Xin is also 

studying at the school. Zhao said Lei 
and his friends run to the elevator in 
excitement and enjoy watching the 
Nizhu River below them as the ele­
vator ascends.

“I was a bit scared at first, but now 
I find it very fun,” Lei said, adding 
that taking the elevator and cable 
car to school is much more conve­
nient than climbing over rocks.

As Guanzhai Primary is a board­
ing school, every week, the children 
from Nizhuhe village commute 
using the “aerial school bus”.

Yang Jie, Party secretary of Puli 
township, where the village is locat­
ed, is proud of the local development. 

“During ancient times, ancestors 
of the tillage moved deep down the 
mountains to hide from war. It’s diffi­
cult to enter and leave, even for 
adults,” she said.
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The cable car is part of an "aerial school bus" for children living in Nizhuhe village in Xuanwei, Yunnan 
province, du xing / for china daily

38

For many schoolkids, just drag­
ging themselves out of bed in the 
morning can be a near impossible 
challenge.

However, for the children of 
Nizhuhe village, located at the bot­
tom of a steep and craggy canyon, 
getting out of bed used to be fol­
lowed by a perilous more than three- 
hour ascent up the cliff fece and 
across several rivers, before arriving 
at the classroom to the start the 
school day.

However, in the past couple of 
years that situation has all changed 
for the children of the village located 
in Southwest China’s Yunnan prov­
ince.

The development of the Nizhuhe 
Grand Canyon scenic area has 
meant that new infrastructure has 
been put in place, and kids now only 
need to take a 268-meter cliffside 
elevator, followed by a cable car and 
then a bus to reach their school at 
tlie top of the canyon. The three- 
hour obstacle course has now 
become a pleasant 30-minute scenic 
ride.

All in all, their journey from their 
village to Guanzhai Primary School 
takes them from an elevation of 
1,100 meters to 1,650 meters.

With development of the scenic 
area beginning in 2017, this “aerial 
school bus” became available in 
2022.

“In the past, there were many are­
as with no roads. My older son and I 
had to climb steep cliffs with slopes 
exceeding 70 degrees,” said Zhao 
Suzhen, a villager and a mother of 
two boys in Nizhuhe.

“Villagers drilled holes in the cliff 
face so that they could get footholds 
and handgrips for climbing,” she
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Remote village kids 
used to climb three 
hours to get to class
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Before Nizhuhe Grand Canyon was turned into a scenic area, 
children from Nizhuhe had to descend steep slopes to go home. 
LI ZHIGUANG/FOR CHINA DAILY

Between heaven and earth.
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The global supermarket /

City of Yiwu burnishes credentials as a trader and as new home for entrepreneurs
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Agencies contributed to this story. A Turkish barber in Yiwu on Wednesday, shi bufa / for china daily
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From left: Arabian traders in Yiwu gather at a local cafe on Jan 15. An Egyptian restaurant in Yiwu on Jan 15. A Moroccan businessman at a cafe in Yiwu on Jan 15. photos by shi bufa / for china daily
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By HOU CHENCHEN
houchenchen@chinadaily.com.cn

en years ago, Spanish 
young man Jesus Garcia 
used his university gradua­
tion scholarship to buy a

plane ticket to China, set on win­
ning the heart of a young Chinese 
woman, Yang Saijun.

That same year, 2014, the first Chi­
na-Europe freight train departed 
from Yiwu — where Garcia made a 
home for himself — heading to 
Spain, connecting China’s largest 
small commodity market with the 
Spanish capital, Madrid, Europe’s 
largest such hub.

Today Garcia and Yang, now mar­
ried, run an import business in 
Yiwu, using the rail link to carry 
Spanish wine and ham to China. At 
the start they were dispatching two 
or three containers a year to China, 
and that has since risen to 60 or 70. 

With improved logistics provided 
by the rail link, Spanish products 
such as red wane, olive oil and ham, 
as well as Chinese staples, mechani­
cal appliances and other equipment 
have gained easier access to both 
markets.

r

International buyers at a shop of artificial flowers in the Yiwu International Trade City, the largest wholesale market complex in China, in 
Yiwu, East China’s Zhejiang province, on Jan 12. shi bufa / for china daily

Indian traders with their children play with a bubble machine in the
market in Yiwu in June, shi bufa / for china daily

Yiwu, which enjoys its reputation 
as the world’s supermarket and a 
key supplier for Chinese cross-bor­
der e-commerce platforms, is now 
about to launch a new round of 
international trade reforms aimed 
at strengthening its role in global 
commerce.

The hub, promoting Belt and Road 
collaboration and high-quality devel­
opment of the China-Europe freight 
train network, wall further contrib­
ute to advancing China’s dual circu­
lation strategy, w'hich integrates 
domestic and global markets and 
supports efforts to build China into a 
strong trading nation, according to 
the plan published last month.

Yiwu’s Global Digital Trade Cen­
ter, which draws on artificial intelli­
gence and digital tools to improve 
core trade elements, such as supply 
chains, logistics and markets, is due 
to open its market section for trial 
operations in October 2025.

,J»7
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supporting 2.1 million small and 
medium-sized businesses across 
China and creating 32 million jobs. 

In the first 11 months of last year 
Yiwu’s imports and exports were 
worth 614 billion yuan ($84 billion), 
surpassing the total value of trade, 
566 billion yuan, for all of 2023 and 
setting a record.

Today more than 21,000 mer­
chants from more than 100 coun­
tries and regions live and work in 
Yiwu, which boasts more than 40 
international restaurants owned by 
foreigners. One standout is Beyti 
Restaurant, a popular Arab estab­
lishment and said to have been the 
city’s first foreign-owned eatery.

Mohanad Shalabi, a Jordanian 
who opened Beyti in 2002, says he 
has spent fewer than three months 
away from Yiwu since then, he thus 
considers the city his home, and, 
like Garcia, has a Chinese wife.

His restaurant, which started out 
as a 70-80 square meter space, has 
now expanded to 1,600 square 
meters, occupying a prune location 
in the heart of the city.

In 2012 the local government set 
up a one-stop international trade 
service center to handle all foreign-

r
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Millions of packages
The city now serves more than 

200 countries and attracts nearly 
600,000 international traders a 
year. Thirty million packages are 
shipped out every day on average,
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International students learn live commerce at the cross-border e- 
commerce industrial park in Yiwu in April, shi bufa / for china daily
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related businesses, greatly improv­
ing the governance of these entities. 

A few years later the local govern­
ment began issuing foreign mer­
chant cards to foreign business 
people in the city, an idea Shalabi says 
he had advocated. The card allows 
holders to enjoy the benefits that Chi­
nese nationals in the city enjoy, 
including pensions, healthcare, chil­
dren’s education and other social ser­
vices, according to People’s Daily.

Shalabi says that Yiwu has 
allowed him to realize his Chinese 
dream, something he says is the 
right of everyone to pursue no mat­
ter where they are from, and that the 
Belt and Road Initiative is helping in 
the realization of that dream.

Beyti, an Arabic word meaning 
my home, symbolizes how Yiwu has 
become a new domicile for mer­
chants from all over the world, Shal­
abi says.

‘Yiwu is my home, and I want to 
do something for it” He sees the Chi­
nese dream as a sweet flower, he says. 

“When the flower blossoms, 
everyone can enjoy its lingering fra­
grance.”
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From left: International buyers in front of a shop of children’s bikes in the Yiwu International Trade City, the largest wholesale market complex in China in Yiwu, Zhejiang province, on Jan 12. An Iraqi businessman
negotiates with the Chinese shop owner in the market in Yiwu on Jan 12. photos by shi bufa / for china daily International buyers at a shop of cookwares in the market in Yiwu on Dec 11. provided to china daily
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Chinese traders learn English and take notes near the Yiwu 
International Trade City in May. shi kuanbing / for china daily
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had entered into an agreement to 
acquire a 75 percent equity stake in 
Ningxia Stone & Moon Winery Co 
Ltd in Ningxia Hui autonomous 
region for 130 million yuan.

“This acquisition aligns with our 
vision to grow our presence in lux­
ury wines in key international mar­
kets while strengthening our 
commitment and investment in 
China’s wane industry,” said Tim 
Ford, CEO of TWE, noting that the 
transaction will be completed in 
the first half of this year.

The national commerce work 
conference, held in Beijing over the 
weekend, highlighted the govern­
ment’s commitment to enhancing 
efforts to attract foreign investment, 
reducing restrictions in the negative 
list, improving business environ­
ment and steadily advancing insti­
tutional openness this year.

Through comprehensive efforts, 
China has steadily expanded the 
scope of international cooperation, 
inviting more global partners to 
share in the benefits, said Liu 
Chunsheng, an associate professor 
at Central University of Finance 
and Economics in Beijing.

China has decided to abolish the 
terms of a previous circular in 2011 
and lift restrictions on foreign 
companies using domestic loans to 
cany out equity investments to 
encourage multinational compa­
nies in establishing headquarters­
type institutions in the country, the 
Ministry of Commerce announced 
last week.

The scale of reinvestment by for­
eign-funded companies in China 
has continued to grow in recent 
years, and some foreign businesses 
have expressed hope for the remov­
al of restrictions to address their 
capital needs for reinvestment 
through domestic loans.

The race for technological suprem­
acy will increasingly hinge on how 
nations attract, nurture and retain 
their brightest minds,” said Wu 
Dengsheng, founder of Dongbi 
Data. “China’s rise is a testament to 
its sustained investment in educa­
tion, research and innovation 
infrastructure. Meanwhile, the US 
faces challenges in maintaining its 
dominance in terms of high-level 
technology talent amid shifting 
global dynamics.”

The report also highlighted con­
trasting trends in Europe and oth­
er parts of the world. Germany 
maintained a stable position, with 
minimal changes in its share of 
high-level talent, while the United 
Kingdom and France saw declines 
in both absolute numbers and 
global share.

Italy emerged as a bright spot in 
Europe, experiencing growth in its 
pool of high-level scientists. Else­
where, Japan and Australia report­
ed contractions in both their talent 
numbers and global market share, 
signaling challenges in retaining 
competitive advantages.

Notably, active high-level technol­
ogytalent, defined as those with sig­
nificant contributions in recent 
years, showed a similar pattern.

With 25,887 active experts,

Fueled by advancements in high- 
tech manufacturing, green energy 
and consumer goods industries, 
foreign direct investment (FDI) 
into China will continue to recover 
this year, market watchers and 
business executives said.

Despite challenges like disrup­
tions in global supply chains, esca­
lating geopolitical tensions and a 
slow economic recovery in several 
regions, multinational corpora­
tions have shifted their investment 
focus from building factories to 
fostering innovation, developing 
supply chains and advancing green 
industries in China, they said.

A total of 52,379 new foreign-in- 
vested enterprises were estab­
lished across China in January- 
November, representing a year-on- 
year growth of 8.9 percent This 
marks the highest level ever for the 
same time frame, data from the 
Ministry of Commerce showed.

FDI in actual use in the Chinese 
mainland climbed 6 percent year- 
on-year in November from the 
same period the previous year, in a 
sign of growing foreign investor 
confidence in the nation’s market 
potential and the effectiveness of 
policies supporting foreign invest­
ment.

“The immense opportunities for 
investing in China are not only 
found in new technologies and 
emerging fields, but also in the 
continuously upgraded and evolv­
ing modern industrial system,” 
said Wan Zhe, a professor at the 
Belt and Road School of Beijing 
Normal University.

Since last year, China has 
removed all market access restric­
tions for foreign investors in the

_____________________
Employees work on a production line of a foreign-funded lithium battery plant in Nantong, Jiangsu 
province, gu huaxia / for china daily
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Swiss Re continues to see China as 
an attractive investment destination, 
as the country is still on track of 
robust economic growth by global 
standards despite rising external 
uncertainties, said Jerome Jean Hae- 
geli, group chief economist of the 
international reinsurance provider. 

‘We remain committed to being 
here (in China) for the long term, and 
we view the business as highly strate­
gic. Likewise, we do asset-liability 
matching and we have reasonable 
investments in China. And there’s no 
reason for making any changes about 
our plans,” Haegeli said in an exclu­
sive interview with China Daily.

China’s economy is projected to 
grow 4.6 percent in 2025, Haegeli 
said, as per Swiss Re’s baseline scenar­
io forecast in which the United States 
imposes additional tariffs of 10-30 
percent on the nation’s exports and 
selective tariffs of up to 10 percent on 
other countries, even as China takes 
modest retaliatory measures.

Haegeli added that a significant 
increase in US tariffs on Chinese 
exports, of about 60 percent, is 
unlikely, given its adverse impact on 
the US economy while US inflation 
remains above target.

Albeit down from 2024, a growth 
rate of 4.6 percent will still be nota­
ble by global standards, a rate that 
“you wouldn’t even dream of” in 
developed economies such as the 
United States and many European 
economies, Haegeli said.

Underpinning Swiss Re’s commit­
ment to the Chinese market, Haege­
li said, are the broad development 
opportunities in its insurance sec­
tor, where the penetration rate 
remains relatively low compared to 
other global markets.

He said opportunities for insurers 
and reinsurers are particularly 
attractive as Chinese policymakers 
have shown clear determination to 
enhance the protection role of the 
insurance industry for society, view­
ing it as a key pillar to strengthen 
economic resilience and address 
economic shocks.

“I have no doubt that they will ful­
fill those ambitions,” Haegeli said, 
noting that China’s economic govern­
ance is characterized by long-term 
thinking with great consistency and 
determination, which provides a 
unique comparative advantage in 
achieving its long-term goals.

In the first three quarters of 2024, 
insurance companies operating in 
China recorded primary insurance 
premium income of 4.79 trillion 
yuan ($653.3 billion), up 7.2 percent 
year-on-year. Assets of reinsurance 
companies were at 823.1 billion 
yuan as of end-September, up 10.2 
percent from the beginning of die 
year, the National Financial Regula­
tory Administration said.

Nevertheless, Haegeli said Chi­
na’s economic growth has clearly 
slowed compared to its historical 
performance.

“I wouldn’t be concerned about 
lower growth if the economic struc­
ture improves toward a more sus­
tainable growth model,” Haegeli 
said, citing the importance of 
enhancing consumption’s role as a 
growth driver for China.

He said China has the policy 
scope for more easing measures to 
protect the economy from down­
ward pressure, especially by 
strengthening the social security 
system to unleash more savings into 
the real economy.

Pan Gongsheng, governor of the 
People’s Bank of China, the country’s 
central bank, said on Monday that 
the country will intensify macroeco­
nomic policy adjustments to correct 
the trajectory of economic growth, 
adding that China’s economy likely 
achieved its annual growth target of 
around 5 percent for 2024.

Taking policy measures to resolve 
debt issues in the real estate sector is 
essential for a more robust econom­
ic recovery, while deepening 
reforms at State-owned enterprises 
would also be important for boost­
ing productivity by strengthening 
market forces, Haegeli added.

Over the past five years, China 
has surged ahead to become a 
global leader of high-level technol­
ogy talent while the United States 
has experienced an apparent 
decline, underscoring a seismic 
shift in the global innovation land­
scape between two of the world’s 
largest economies, according to a 
report.

Released by Dongbi Data, a Chi­
nese technology and data firm 
founded by a group of young scien­
tists from tiie Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, the report analyzed 
392,202 scientific papers pub­
lished between 2020 and 2024 
across 129 top academic journals. 

According to the report, the 
number of high-level technology 
experts from the US fell from 
36,599 in 2020 to 31,781 in 2024, 
with the country’s global share 
shrinking from 32.8 percent to 27.3 
percent.

By contrast, China’s top scientif­
ic minds expanded from 18,805 to 
32,511 over the same period, push­
ing its global share from 16.9 per­
cent to 27.9 percent.

“Global talent dynamics are 
shifting at an unprecedented pace.

-e
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Chinese mainland
shares close higher 
Chinese mainland stocks closed 
higher on Thursday, with the 
benchmark Shanghai Composite 
Index up 0.28 percent to 3,236.03 
points. Hie Shenzhen Component 
Index closed 0.41 percent higher at 
10,101.1 points. The combined turn­
over covered by the two indexes 
stood at 1.27 trillion yuan ($173.22 
billion), up from 1.19 trillion yuan 
on the previous trading day.

Yuan strengthens
against greenback
Hie central parity rate of the Chi­
nese currency renminbi, or the 
yuan, strengthened 2 pips to 7.1881 
against the US dollar on Thursday, 
according to the China Foreign
Exchange Unde System. The yuan 
is allowed to rise or fall by 2 per­
cent from the central parity rate 
each trading day.

US firms, the spokesperson added. 
In particular, a number of US 

companies and industry associa­
tions have voiced their opposition 
to the Biden administration’s 
trade measures targeting China.

The Washington-based Semi­
conductor Industry Association 
said on Jan 6 in a statement 
regarding the Biden administra­
tion’s plan to publish the “Export 
Control Framework for Artificial 
Intelligence Diffusion” that: “We 
respectfully caution against mak­
ing such a swift and significant 
shift in policy during this transi­
tional period, and without mean­
ingful consultation with industry. 
We are, however, deeply con­
cerned by the unprecedented 
scope and complexity of this 
potential regulation, which was 
developed without industry input 
and could significantly undercut 
US leadership and competitive­
ness in semiconductor technology 
and advanced Al systems.”

The MOC spokesperson said 
that the Biden administration’s 
rhetoric and actions seem to be 
counterproductive, as its reliance 
on sanctions, containment and 
suppression measures are unlikely 
to impede China’s forward 
progress. Instead, these tactics are 
likely to reinforce China’s confi­
dence and capabilities in achiev­
ing self-reliance and technological 
innovation.

China will take necessary meas­
ures to resolutely safeguard its 
own sovereignty, security and 
development interests in the face 
of US suppression efforts, the 
spokesperson added.

Xiang Ligang, director-general 
of the Zhongguancun Modern 
Information Consumer Applica­
tion Industry Technology Alliance, 
a telecom industry association, 
said that the two consecutive US 
administrations’ waging trade and 
technology wars against China 
since 2016 have failed to deliver 
the desired outcomes.

The US should abandon its 
efforts to turn economic and tech­
nological issues into political 
weapons and instead respect mar­
ket forces to maintain the security 
and stability of global industrial 
chains, which would better serve 
the common interests of China, 
the US and the world at large, 
Xiang said.

Dong Yilang contributed to this
story.

manufacturing sector, and has 
continuously relaxed market 
access in industries such as tele­
communications and healthcare.

Foreign investments in China 
are increasingly concentrated in 
high-tech sectors, accelerating 
integration into the high-quality 
development framework, Wan 
said.

Henkel, a German industrial and 
consumer goods company, has been 
heading in that direction. The com­
pany’s new plant, built with an 
investment of 900 million yuan 
($122.75 million), is expected to 
begin test production in Yantai, 
Shandong province, in early 2025, 
strengthening its ability to supply 
high-end adhesives for industries 
such as electronics and automotive. 

“We are also planning to launch 
our new inspiration center for 
adhesive technologies in Shanghai 
this year, boosting our innovation 
capabilities for industrial business­
es across China and the broader 
Asia-Pacific region,” said Anna An, 
president of Henkel Greater China. 

An said that Henkel is optimistic 
about the long-term potential of 
the Chinese market, driven by the 
country’s economic resilience and 
commitment to innovation and 
opening-up.

“The tone-setting Central Eco­
nomic Work Conference held in 
December emphasized technologi­
cal innovation and the promotion 
of consumption, creating signifi­
cant opportunities for multina­
tional companies like Henkel,” she 
added.

Also upbeat about the Chinese 
market, Treasury Wine Estates, 
Australia’s largest winemaker by 
sales revenue and the parent com­
pany of Australian wine brand Pen­
folds, announced last month that it

The Biden administration has 
recently resorted to a series of 
trade restrictions targeting China, 
which instead of slowing China’s 
advancement, will only motivate 
tiie country to further strengthen 
its self-reliance and drive for tech­
nological innovation, officials and 
experts said.

Washington’s heavy-handed 
approach to contain China’s rise, 
despite pushbacks from US busi­
nesses and the international com­
munity, is short-sighted and will 
backfire, as it will only heighten 
tensions between the world’s two 
largest economies and jeopardize 
global economic stability, they 
added.

“Over the past period, the Biden 
administration has intensively 
implemented an array of trade 
restriction measures against Chi­
na, citing so-called national securi­
ty concerns,” a spokesperson with 
the Chinese Ministry of Commerce 
said on Wednesday, expressing 
“strong dissatisfaction and firm 
opposition” to these US moves.

These actions include escalating 
export controls on semiconduc­
tors, restricting Chinese software 
and hardware in connected and 
autonomous vehicles in the US, 
and launching security probes 
into drone systems from China 
and other countries.

“The Biden administration’s 
eleventh-hour crackdown on Chi­
na seems to be driven by a desire to 
create a lasting anti-China policy 
framework that transcends party 
lines, hoping that the incoming 
Trump administration wall main­
tain these suppressive measures,” 
said Zhu Feng, dean of the School 
of International Studies at Nan­
jing University.

On Monday, president-elect 
Donald Trump is set to assume the 
US presidency for the second time. 

The Biden administration’s 
trade restriction measures have 
severely infringed upon the legiti­
mate rights and interests of Chi­
nese enterprises, disrupted 
market rules and the international 
economic and trade order, and 
threatened the stability of global 
industrial and supply chains, 
the reb j' harming the interests of 
businesses worldwide, including

ft
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Farmers in Zigui county, Central China's Hubei province, prepare 
to transport freshly harvested navel oranges to markets around 
the country. The county is a major navel orange producer and the 
period before Spring Festival is the peak sales season. 
ZHENG JIA YU / FOR CHINA DAILY

accounting for 33.5 percent of 
the global total, the US held the 
lead in that segment, followed by 
China with 16,968, or 22 percent. 
Germany, the UK and Italy 
rounded out the top contribu­
tors, each holding shares of over 
2 percent.

At the institutional level, the Chi­
nese Academy of Sciences took the 
top spot globally, with 3,615 high- 
level scientists, or 2.9 percent of the 
total. Harvard University and Stan­
ford University followed, with 1,683 
and 1,208 experts, respectively.

The report also noted that Chi­
na’s talent are concentrated in east­
ern coastal regions and major 
metropolitan hubs such as Beijing 
and Shanghai, where top-tier uni­
versities and research institutions 
thrive.

In the US, the states of California 
and Massachusetts remain mag­
nets for innovation, supported by 
their leading universities and 
research centers.

“Both nations showcase a 
unique competitive edge. China’s 
rapid expansion highlighted its 
ability to mobilize resources and 
attract talent, while the US contin­
ues to lead in fostering interdisci­
plinary and international 
collaboration,” Wu said.

Washington’s ‘reliance on sanctions 
unlikely to impede China’s progress’



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/19/2025 1:15:38 PM
CHINA DAILY I GLOBAL EDITION Friday, January 17,2025 I 9

BUSINESSFOCUS
Success of
sand control
methods in
Hobq Desert

fl

-if--

fill 11

A view of the Chinese-built Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, in September, xinhua
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panel mounts capable of tracking 
the sun’s trajectory to maximize 
energy conversion. Nearly all 
equipment, from PV modules to 
cleaning robots and unattended 
substations, was sourced from Chi­
na, exemplifying successful green 
energy collaboration under the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

Beyond solar, Chinese enterprises 
are also venturing into wind power 
in the UAE. In May 2023, PowerChi- 
na completed the UAE’s first wind 
power demonstration project.

The project, which spans com­
plex terrain including islands,

mental victories, but also economic 
ones, improving both livelihoods 
and air quality'.

The World Bank estimated that 
Iraq wasted approximately 17 bil­
lion cubic meters of natural gas 
annually through flaring, a stark 
reminder of both the challenges 
and opportunities ahead. However, 
for residents like Hussein, the

impact of these changes is meas­
ured in everyday moments: the 
simple pleasure of breathing clean­
er air during a morning commute, a 
small but significant sign of 
progress in a city working to bal­
ance industrial might with environ­
mental responsibility.

become a natural partner in this 
ambitious endeavor.

In recent years, Chinese compa­
nies have played a pivotal role in 
the UAE’s clean energy develop­
ment, helping optimize its energy 
mix and serving as a model of Chi- 
na-UAE green collaboration. From 
large-scale solar projects rising in 
the desert to the first wind power 
demonstration projects, Chinese 
technology and expertise have been 
integral to the UAE’s ongoing ener­
gy transition.

One of the flagship achievements 
is the CSP-PV hybrid project under­
taken by Shanghai Electric Group 
in the Dubai desert. Fully opera­
tional since December 2023, the 
project has already generated over 
3.6 billion kilowatt-hours of elec­
tricity, providing stable green pow­
er for 320,000 local households and 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions 
by more than 1.6 million metric 
tons annually'.

The project showcases the tech­
nological strengths of CSP. Unlike 
traditional PV plants, which cannot 
generate power under low sunlight 
conditions, CSP uses advanced 
thermal storage systems to enable 
power generation round the clock. 

Another landmark project is the 
Al Dhafra Solar PV Plant in Abu

DUBAI — When you drive south 
from Dubai toward the Moham­
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar 
Park, a dazzling light sphere resem­
bling an artificial sun comes into 
view across the desert from over 20 
kilometers away.

This extraordinary sight is the 
263-meter-high solar power tower, 
the world’s tallest of its kind, built 
by Shanghai Electric Group as part 
of a concentrated solar power and 
photovoltaic project.

“We are light gatherers, building 
a tower from grains of sand, turn­
ing hopes into rivers of energy, and 
capturing the sun to illuminate 
countless homes at night” is how 
workers at the site poetically 
describe their mission.

China is harnessing solar energy 
through advanced technology to 
meet the clean energy needs of the 
United Arab Emirates.

Despite its vast oil reserves, the 
UAE has remained committed to 
optimizing its energy structure and 
advancing a clean energy transi­
tion. UAE Energy Strategy 2050 
aims for carbon neutrality by mid­
century, necessitating significant 
investments in renewable energy' 
sources like solar and wind power. 
As a global leader in renewable 
energy technology, China lias

upgrade project. His optimism 
reflects the broader mood of trans­
formation in the region.

The initiative extends beyond gas 
processing. In a country blessed 
with abundant sunlight, Chinese 
engineers are helping Iraq harness 
solar power. A new one-megawatt 
solar station in the Rumaila oilfield, 
complete with energy storage sys­
tems, represents Iraq’s steps toward 
renewable energy. The facility is 
expected to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions by 1,600 tons annually, a 
small but significant step in the 
country’s environmental journey.

Wang Xiangliui, senior vice-presi­
dent of CPECC Middle East Branch, 
emphasized that embracing green 
development is a fundamental social 
responsibility for companies contrib­
uting to the high-quality advance­
ment of the Belt and Road Initiative. 
‘We aim to play our part in building a 
‘Green Silk Road”’ he said.

For Iraqi officials, these develop­
ments signal a new chapter in the 
nation’s industrial development. At 
the inauguration ceremony of the 
BNGL project, Oil Minister Hayan 
Abdul-Ghani emphasized how 
these projects are not just environ-

BASRA — Hussein takes a deep 
breath as he rolls down his car win­
dow during his morning commute, 
an unthinkable act just a few years 
ago when black smoke dominated 
the skyline in this oil-rich Iraqi city. 

“The air in Basra is much better 
now” said Hussein, a petroleum 
engineer who, like many locals, has 
witnessed a remarkable transfor­
mation in this industrial hub’s envi­
ronment. Even on this crisp winter 
morning, the difference is palpable. 

For decades, Iraq’s economic life­
line — the oil and gas sector — 
came at a steep environmental 
cost. The practice of gas flaring, 
where associated gas from oil pro­
duction was burned off into the 
atmosphere, cast a shadow, both 
literal and figurative, over cities 
like Basra, where residents had 
long suffered the consequences of 
industrial pollution.

But a series of ambitious environ­
mental projects, led by Chinese 
enterprises and dubbed the “Blue 
Sly Projects” by locals, are helping 
Iraq turn a corner in its battle 
against pollution while addressing 
chronic energy shortages.

At the heart of this transforma-

HOHHOT — In the freezing win­
ter, on the fringes of the Kubuqi 
Desert in North China’s Inner Mon­
golia autonomous region, dedicated 
sand control workers are busy mend­
ing and reinforcing defenses in the 
form of straw checkerboards — straw 
placed in a checkerboard pattern on 
the desert surface to secure dunes.

The workers are racing against 
time to complete their tasks before 
the spring winds arrive to once 
again test the success of their 
efforts. Farmer Zhang Yong, 50, is 
one of these workers. He meticu­
lously arranges wheat straw along 
pre-marked square lines on the 
sandy ground, before firmly tamp­
ing them down with a shovel. 

“Straw checkerboards serve as a 
method to prevent wind erosion 
and retain moisture. By repairing 
them each winter, we ensure they 
can firmly hold the shifting sand in 
the coming spring,” Zhang said.

The Kubuqi Desert, China’s sev- 
enth-largest desert also known as 
the Hobq Desert, spans an area of 
more than 14,000 square kilometers. 
For Urgen, another local who grew 
up deep within the desert, his child­
hood memories are dominated by a 
single color — yellow. “There was an 
endless supply of sand on our stoves 
and cabinets, and all we saw outside 
were sand dunes,” Urgen recalled.

In the 1950s and 1960s, with strong 
government support, Inner Mongo­
lia began constructing sand control 
stations and initiated afforestation 
efforts along the northern edge of the 
Kubuqi. Since then, Uigen’s home­
town has gradually turned green. 

“Back then, people treated affor­
estation in the Kubuqi as a sacred 
mission,” Urgen said.

Inner Mongolia, as one of the 
regions in China most severely 
affected by desertification and san- 
dification, has long prioritized sand 
control as a key task in combating 
these threats. It has continuously 
implemented the Three-North Shel­
terbelt Forest Program and promot­
ed other ecological projects 
including afforestation and enforce­
ment of grazing bans.

According to the third session of 
the 14th People’s Congress of the 
Inner Mongolia Autonomous 
Region, which opened on Tuesday, 
the region exceeded its annual tar­
gets for desert control, afforestation 
and grass planting in 2024, com­
pleting 113 percent, 220 percent and 
148 percent of its goals, respectively. 

Today, Inner Mongolia boasts the 
largest forest area in the country, at 
some 23.8 million hectares, while its 
grassland vegetation coverage has 
reached 45 percent, the best level 
since 1990, local authorities said.

In Hunshandake sandy land in 
the region’s Xiliin Gol League, herd­
er Wangjil’s more than 666-hectare 
pasture is now a sea of green, with 
shrubs covering the ground. Occa­
sionally, a series of slender, angular 
footprints can be seen on the ground 
— tracks probably left by roe deer, 
said Wangj il.

Starting in 1998, Wangjil began 
planting grass and trees in the 
sandy sections of his pasture. 
Through relentless experimenta­
tion, he managed to establish sand 
barriers on shifting dunes, while 
planting drought-resistant vegeta­
tion on fixed dunes.

The herdsman said sand control is 
a long-term endeavor that requires 
great perseverance. Over the past 27 
years, he has planted greenery on 
more than 153 hectares of dunes and 
sandpits, with plants including over 
22,000 drought-resistant saplings.

It is through many years of persist­
ent efforts of botli local residents and 
the government that Hunshandake 
managed to achieve a historic trans­
formation, with 252,000 hectares of 
sand land controlled in 2024.

“During sand control efforts, Chi­
na has contributed its wisdom to the 
global endeavor of sand control,” 
said Lu Qi, chief scientist at the Chi­
nese Academy of Forestry.

Currently, Inner Mongolia’s desert 
control methods, technologies and 
achievements have been replicated 
in other Chinese regions like the Xin­
jiang Uygur autonomous region, 
Xizang autonomous region, Qinghai 
province and Gansu province, and 
are promoted to countries like Saudi 
Arabia and Mongolia.

A trough collector is seen at a solar thermal photovoltaic integrated 
power generation project in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, in 
September, duan minfu / xinhua

Dhabi, built by China Machinery 
Engineering Corp. Covering 21 
square kilometers, this facility is 
the world’s largest single-site solar 
PV plant, with an installed capacity 
of 2.1 gigawatts. Operational since 
June 2023, it generates enough 
electricity to power 200,000 house­
holds annually while reducing car­
bon emissions by 2.4 million tons 
each year. During its construction, 
the plant created over 5,000 local 
jobs.

Project manager Che Ming’an 
highlighted the plant’s use of cut- 
ting-edge PV technology, with solar

Large-scale solar, wind power projects 
generate electricity, reduce emissions

deserts and mountains, covers a 
distance of over 700 km. The 
project generates enough electrici­
ty annually to meet the needs of 
over 23,000 households while 
reducing carbon emissions by 
120,000 tons.

Peng Gang, general manager of 
PowerChina’s Middle East and 
North Africa regional headquar­
ters, said that the wind power dem­
onstration project proved the 
economic feasibility of wind energy 
in the UAE, highlighting China’s 
leading position in the field.

These clean energy initiatives mir­
ror deepening cooperation between 
China and the UAE in energy transi­
tion and sustainable development. 
Leveraging their technological, 
equipment and management 
expertise, Chinese companies are 
pivotal to the UAE’s energy ambi­
tion, while offering Chinese solu­
tions to global climate challenges.

“Promoting energy conservation 
and emissions reduction is not only 
a corporate social responsibility, 
but also a shared mission for 
humanity,” said Zhao Hui, project 
manager of Shanghai Electric’s 
Dubai CSP-PV project. “Chinese 
enterprises will continue to drive 
clean energy development through 
multilateral collaboration, offering 
more possibilities for global carbon 
neutrality.”

tion is the Basra Natural Gas Liq­
uids project, a facility that captures 
and processes associated gas from 
three major oilfields. The project, 
built by China Petroleum Engineer­
ing and Construction Coip, stands 
as a testament to what’s possible 
when modern technology meets 
environmental consciousness.

“Every cubic meter of gas we pro­
cess is one that won’t be directly 
flared into Basra’s skies,” said Sun 
Baojun, the project manager, whose 
facility now produces enough dry 
gas to power nearby communities 
that have long struggled with elec­
tricity shortages. The numbers are 
impressive: 4.4 million cubic 
meters of dry gas and 2,600 metric 
tons of liquefied petroleum gas dai­
ly-

in the sprawling Rumaila oilfield, 
where antiquated flare stacks once 
spewed black smoke into the air, 
change is visible. New low-pressure 
flaring systems are replacing the 
old “candlestick” flares, part of an 
upgrade project scheduled for com­
pletion by February 2025.

“By then, Basra’s skies will be blu­
er, and the air even cleaner,” said 
Wang Jingyang, who manages the
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Employees inspect the Basra Natural Gas Liquids project built by 
China Petroleum Engineering and Construction Corporation in 
Basra, Iraq, in December, duan mi n fu / x inh ua
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Chen Zhi, president of United 
International College

By MTNLU ZHANG in Boston 

ntinlMzhang@chinarimlyusa.com

Zhang Mingxiao contributed to
this story.

by 2021-22, largely due to pandemic 
restrictions and geopolitical tensions. 

The US embassy in China now 
reports a slight recovery, with 
approximately 700 American stu­
dents currently studying there.

There are indeed some misunder­
standings and obstacles between Chi­
na and the US, said Chen. “However, 
this makes initiatives like ours even 
more significant. Academic research 
and higher education exchanges play 
a crucial role in eliminating unneces­
sary misunderstandings” Chen told 
China Daily.

He noted that UIC is highly inter­
national. “We have many foreign 
faculty members, with a significant 
portion coming from the US. Many of 
them earned their degrees or worked 
in the US before joining us.

“This background greatly facili­
tates mutual understanding, aca­
demic exchange, and higher educa­
tion collaboration. One of our goals 
is to attract top scholars — both 
established and emerging talents 
with experience in the US — to join 
our institution,” he said. ‘At the same 
time, we hope to enroll more stu­
dents from the US to study with us.” 

Eugene Wang, a Rockefeller pro­
fessor of Asian art at Harvard Uni­
versity and the co-director of UIC’s

In Boston, the US’ most dynamic 
education hub, Beijing Normal Uni- 
versity-Hong Kong Baptist University 
United International College (UIC) 
launched a new center on Thursday. 

The occasion signaled another 
people-to-people effort to foster 
educational and academic exchange 
amid ongoing tension between Chi­
na and the United States.

The UIC Boston Center, which 
houses the Institute of Life and 
Art, the Whitehead Research Cen­
ter, and die UIC American Alumni 
Association, aims to enhance aca­
demic exchange, research collabo­
ration, and student opportunities 
between UIC and institutions in the 
US, according to a UIC news release. 

“Boston is an academic center 
with a rich intellectual history? Chen 
Zhi, president of UIC, said during 
the opening ceremony. “This center 
will enable UIC to build stronger ties 
with institutions here and provide 
more opportunities for students 
and faculty to engage in academic 
collaborations.”

Founded in 2005, UIC is the first 
college on the Chinese mainland to 
focus on liberal arts education. It is 
also the first higher education insti­
tution co-founded by the mainland 
and Hong Kong. Its main campus is 
located in Zhuhai, in the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, US- 
China higher education exchanges 
have seen significant shifts.

According to the 2023 Open Door 
Report, the number of Chinese stu­
dents in the US dropped from a peak 
of 372,532 in 2019-2020, to 289,525 
in 2022-2023.

The drop in the number of Ameri­
can students in China has been 
even more pronounced, plummet­
ing from 11,639 in 2018-19 to just 211

By WANG XIAO DONG
in Nairobi, Kenya 

wangriaodong@chinadaily.com.cn

tion line in the company. 
“We believe that innovation is the 

key to building a sustainable energy 
future in Kenya,” he said.

Kenya has also made significant 
strides in renewable energy, with 
approximately 90 percent of its 
electricity derived from hydro, 
solar, wind, and geothermal sour­
ces, according to a report pub­
lished by Kenya’s Ministry of 
Energy and Petroleum.

Wandayi noted ongoing initia­
tives to expand renewable energy 
infrastructure in Kenya, highlight­
ing that collaboration with Chinese 
companies can help address the 
country’s growing energy demand. 

These national efforts are further 
bolstered by the 2024 Forum on Chi­
na-Africa Cooperation Beijing Sum­
mit’s Action Plan, which outlines a 
comprehensive road map for energy 
infrastructure development across 
Africa. A key feature of this plan is the 
implementation of 30 clean energy 
projects. These initiatives aim to 
reduce Africa’s dependence on fossil 
fuels, address the climate crisis, and 
align with global sustainability goals.

OTTAWA—Canadian Prime Min­
ister Justin Trudeau and regional 
leaders said on Wednesday all 
options were on the table to respond 
to possible US tariffs while still hold­
ing out hope of avoiding a trade war. 

After meeting with provincial and 
territorial leaders in Ottawa, Trudeau 
highlighted that more than $1 billion 
had been earmarked for new border 
security measures to clamp dowra on 
the illicit drug trade and human traf­
ficking, in hopes of placating Hump, 
who has vowed to slap 25 percent tar­
iffs on Canadian imports.

A source familiar with the matter 
said on Wednesday the w'orth of 
Canada’s countermeasures could be 
up to $105 billion. The Toronto Star 
was the first to report the proposed 
countermeasures.

“If the US administration chooses 
to still implement tariffs, we will 
respond purposefully, forcefully and

New forms
“We should accelerate the digital 

transformation and develop new' 
business forms such as industrial 
internet cultivation, intelligent 
manufacturing and service-orient­
ed manufacturing, empowering 
economic growth and sustainable 
development,” Zhang said.

“We should adhere to the prin­
ciples of openness, cooperation 
and sharing, helping the small 
and medium-sized enterprises as 
well as the vulnerable groups in 
developing countries to catch up 
with the digital trend,” he 
stressed, adding that countries 
should also enhance digital policy 
coordination to create an open 
and fair environment for digital 
businesses.

Statistics from ASEAN show that 
die region now has more than 480 
million active internet users. Of 
them, 80 percent are digital con­
sumers, and the region is poised for 
significant digital expansion. It is 
estimated that about $2 trillion will 
be unlocked in the region’s digital 
economy by 2030.

Prasert Jantararuangtong, Thai­
land’s deputy prime minister and 
minister of digital economy and 
society, emphasized the impor­
tance of digital transformation 
and the role of technology in pro­
moting economic growth.

In his opening remarks, Prasert 
praised the partnership between 
ASEAN and China, and called for 
collective efforts to empower peo­
ple in die region through digital 
technology and promote economic 
growth.

The event concluded with 
thanks to all parties involved for 
dieir contributions to making the 
conference possible and for taking 
meaningful steps toward a more 
innovative and digitally empow­
ered future.

By YANG WANLI in Bangkok

yangwanli @chinadaily.com.cn

Kenya’s energy and manufactur­
ing sectors are central to the 
nation’s Vision 2030 development 
agenda, which emphasizes local 
manufacturing solutions.

The manufacturing sector, which 
currently contributes 7.6 percent to 
Kenya’s GDP, is expected to account 
for 20 percent of the country’s GDP 
by 2030, as outlined in Vision 2030. 

Tobias Alando, CEO of die Kenya 
Association of Manufacturers, 
acknowledged the contributions of 
Chinese companies to technologi­
cal transformation.

“When we prioritize local pro­
duction, we promote job creation 
and economic grow'th while 
addressing systemic challenges in 
the energy sector. This is a pathway 
to unlocking Kenya’s industrial 
potential,” he said.

Jeremiah Kiplagat, director of 
the Institute of Energy Studies & 
Research in Kenya, highlighted the 
successful localization efforts of 
Chinese companies such as Yocean 
in creating opportunities for young 
people.

Yu Yang, managing director of 
Yocean, said he is proud to say 
that today the Kenyan team han­
dles 100 percent of the produc­

>1

Boston Center; said he hopes to move 
beyond bilateral thinking toward a 
global exchange of ideas.

“It’s not just about the US and Chi­
na At the end of the day, it’s about 
civilization as a whole — about our 
entire world. Any national boundary 
is limiting,” he told China Daily.

“Rather than seeing this center 
simply as a platform for US-China 
dialogue, I see it as a third space — 
one that is not beholden to either 
system but has a life of its own. It 
aims to transcend national boundar­
ies and pursue art, science and truth 
in ways that are universally mean­
ingful,” Wang said. “Naturally, when 
something aspires to speak to all of 
humanity rather than being confined 
by national divisions, its significance 
becomes clear to both sides.”

Yu Yougen, education counselor 
for tiie Chinese Consulate General in 
New' York, sent his congratulations 
to the center.

“Boston, as a global hub of high­
er education, attracts top faculty, 
researchers and students, making 
it the ideal location for this center 
— not just for its space but also 
for its rich academic and human 
resources,” Yu said.

“I believe you have chosen the 
best place to establish this cen­
ter, which will serve as a vital link 
between universities and higher 
education communities in main­
land China, Hong Kong, and the 
United States.”

The opening also saw' the sign­
ing of memorandums of under­
standing with two prominent US 
universities in the area — North­
eastern University in Boston, and 
Brandeis University in Waltham, 
Massachusetts.

The agreements will facilitate 
academic exchange joint research 
projects and internships, strength­
ening ties between UIC and these 
institutions.

resolutely,” he said. “Everything is 
on the table as potential responses.” 

A government source told AFP 
that Ottawa could impose retaliatory 
tariffs on hundreds of US-made 
goods, including steel products, 
ceramics, and Florida orange juice.

Provincial and opposition leaders 
also called for blocking exports of 
Canadian oil, electricity and critical 
minerals in what could devolve into 
a trade war.

However, Alberta Premier Dan­
ielle Smith pushed back against any 
disruption of the more than 3 million 
barrels of oil shipped daily from her 
province to the United States — 

Senior officials in Kenya have 
hailed the critical role China has 
played in developing manufactur­
ing in the East African country and 
expressed a willingness for contin­
ued international cooperation for 
Kenya’s industrial upgrading.

While visiting Yocean Group, a 
Chinese-invested electrical equip­
ment manufacturer in the Kenyan 
capital of Nairobi, on Wednesday, 
Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for Ener­
gy and Petroleum Opiyo Wandayi 
said Chinese-invested companies 
have made great contributions to 
creating jobs, stimulating economic 
growth, reducing reliance on 
imports, and building a sustainable 
future in Kenya.

Stressing the importance of 
manufacturing to Kenya, Wandayi 
also promised more measures to 
improve the business environment 
for foreign investors.

‘The Ministry of Energy is com­
mitted to removing barriers and 
streamlining policies to ensure 
manufacturers like Yocean Group 
can thrive,” he said.

SEOUL — South Korea’s Presi­
dent Yoon Suk-yeol refused to 
appear for fresh questioning by 
investigators on Thursday, a day aft­
er his arrest over a failed martial law 
declaration.

The Constitutional Court also 
opened its second hearing in a trial 
that wall decide whether to uphold 
Yoon’s impeachment, following the 
dawn raid that made him the coun­
try’s first-ever sitting president to be 
detained.

The former star prosecutor, who 
faces charges of insurrection, w'as 
questioned for hours on Wednesday 
but exercised his right to remain 
silent before being moved to a 
detention center.

Investigators from the Corruption 
Investigation Office, or CIO, 
resumed Yoon’s questioning on 
Thursday afternoon, but he did not 
attend.

“President Yoon Suk-yeol’s repre­
sentatives informed the CIO through 
his legal counsel around 1:50 pm that 
there is ‘no change in his position’, 
indicating his intent not to appear,” 
the CIO said in a statement before 
the questioning.

Yoon’s lawyer confirmed to AFP 
the leader would not attend, with­
out specifying the reason, but told 
the Yonhap news agency it was for 
health reasons.

“President Yoon is not well and 
fully explained his position yester­
day, so there is nothing more to be 
interrogated about,” Yoon Kab-keun, 
the lawyer, told Yonhap, an apparent 
reference to his decision not to 
answ'er questions on Wednesday.

Wednesday’s arrest saw a hun- 
dreds-strong force of police and inves­
tigators bypass bus barricades, cut 
barbed wire and scale ladders to get 
inside the compound where Yoon w'as 
surrounded by hundreds of guards.

Yoon said he complied with inves­
tigators to avoid “bloodshed” but 
did not accept the legality of the 
investigation.

Meanwhile, officials were trying 
to secure a new warrant that could 
hold him for longer than 48 hours. 

If investigators successfully obtain 
that warrant, they are expected to be 
given a 20-day extension to the lead­
er’s detention to allow time to for­
malize an indictment against him.

South Korea’s opposition Demo­
cratic Party celebrated Yoon’s deten­
tion, while the parliament speaker’ 
said it was time to stabilize the 
country after weeks of tunnoil.

However, Yoon’s lawyers have 
filed for a review of the warrant used 
to arrest him.

Experts say Yoon’s legal team 
appears to be trying to drag out the 
arrest process to his benefit.

Opinion polls show a majority of 
South Koreans support impeaching 
Yoon, but the attempts to arrest him 
appear to have rallied his hardcore 
supporters.

Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks during a news 
conference following a meeting of provincial and territorial leaders 
in Ottawa, on Wednesday, blair gable / Reuters

showing cracks in Canada’s unified 
response.

Doug Ford, the premier of Ontar­
io, the nation’s most populous prov­
ince and its economic engine, 
bristled at her remarks, telling 
reporters: “When Donald Trump 
comes at us... he’s coming full tilt at 
Canadians as a w'hole.” 

“Protect your jurisdiction but 
(the) country comes first,” he said. 

Nearly 77 percent of Canadian 
exports go to the United States, 
which in 2023 represented about 
$382 billion worth of goods.

The ASEAN member states and 
officials applauded China’s 
achievements in digital technolo­
gy and the economy, and called for 
support to help advance the 
region’s digital infrastructure, 
nurture digital talent and align 
regulatory frameworks to 
enhance cross-border e-com- 
merce and unlock new growth 
opportunities.

With groundbreaking advan­
ces in artificial intelligence, or Al, 
and quantum computing, the 
rapid development of the digital 
economy has positioned China as 
a leading force in digital innova­
tion, said Kao Kim Hourn, secre­
tary-general of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, or 
ASEAN.

Speaking at the ASEAN-China 
Digital Ecosystem Cooperation 
Forum in Bangkok on Wednesday, 
he emphasized that ASEAN-China 
relations have evolved with the 
times, growing into one of the 
region’s most adaptive and for- 
ward-looking partnerships. And 
tiie technological momentum cre­
ates significant opportunities for 
deeper ASEAN-China collabora­
tion in emerging technologies. 

“This robust economic relation­
ship is now being further strength­
ened by our shared resolve to drive 
tiie wave of digital transformation, 
unlocking new opportunities for 
innovation, connectivity and sus­
tainable growth,” Kao said.

Kao said the region’s priority is to 
enhance digital connectivity infra­
structure in terms of quality, acces­
sibility, affordability and capacity in 
digital skills.

He also said the ethics and gov­
ernance of Al should be addressed. 
And the region should also focus 
on bridging the digital divide to 
ensure truly inclusive digital 
transformation.

“We look forward to collaborating 
with China to build robust frame­
works for the responsible develop­
ment and deployment of Al 
technologies. Also, as e-commerce 
continues to be a cornerstone of our 
digital cooperation, ASEAN’s 
dynamic market presents opportu­
nities for both regions to leverage 
their respective strengths,” Kao said. 

Organized by the China Acade­
my of Information and Communi­
cations Technology, or CAICT, the 
Wednesday forum gathered offi­
cials and enterprises from China 
and ASEAN member states, includ-
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One of our goals is to 
attract top scholars 
— both established 
and emerging talents 
with experience in 
the US — to join our 
institution.”

KJ

ing Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, 
Myanmar and Cambodia.

In a panel discussion centered 
on the opportunities and challen­
ges of emerging digital technolo­
gies, business leaders and 
researchers exchanged insights 
from their experiences in interna­
tional markets, particularly in 
Southeast Asia.

In his keynote speech, China’s 
Vice-Minister of Industry and 
Information Technology Zhang 
Yunming called for more cross- 
border cooperation in digital 
infrastructure projects, the appli­
cation of digital technology inno­
vation and the training of talent.

questioning 
after arrest

Beijing Normal University-Hong Kong Baptist University United International College (UIC) officially
inaugurates the UIC Boston Center on Thursday at the Harvard Club of Boston, provided to china daily

J ~

AASEAN members call for cooperation to 
unlock growth opportunities in region
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China’s foreign relations got off to 
a good start in the new year. Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi recently set off on a 
week-long four-nation trip to Africa, 
continuing the 35-year tradition of 
the Chinese foreign minister choos­
ing an African country as the first 
destination in the new year. 

On Monday, China’s top leader met 
with visiting Grenadian Prime Minis­
ter Dickon Mitchell, expressing will­
ingness to work with Grenada to 
enhance the synergy of the develop­
ment strategies of the two countries, 
push for more fruits of China-Grena­
da cooperation and bring more bene­
fits to the two peoples. He said China 
supports Grenada in independently 
exploring a development path suited 
to its national conditions and is will­
ing to provide assistance for Grena­
da’s economic and social 
development within the framework 
of South-South cooperation. 

On Wednesday, the top leader held

geted by the US authorities the same 
way as they did with TikTok. 

Even if US president-elect Donald 
Trump lias signaled some opposition 
to the divest-or-ban law and prom­
ised to “save TikTok” on the cam­
paign trail, and said he would “take a 
look” whether he would seek to pre­
vent the Supreme Court’s ban from 
taking effect after his meeting with 
TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew in his 
Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida last 
month, he has never specified how 
he plans to protect the app. 

Hump’s change of heart toward 
TikTok, a target during his first 
administration, has originated from 
his acute need to woo young voters 
during his presidential election cam­
paign. Whether he will stick to that 
position after he takes office on Mon­
day remains to be seen, as he will 
face mounting bipartisan pressure to 
return to his tough stance on the Chi­
nese app, particularly as some of the 
China hawks in his proposed Cabinet 

talks with visiting Sri Lankan Presi­
dent Anura Kumara Dissanayake, 
saying China will actively support Sri 
Lanka’s economic development, 
advance high-quality Belt and Road 
cooperation, enhance collaboration 
in modem agriculture, the digital 
economy and the marine economy, 
and create new highlights in bilateral 
cooperation. The same day the top 
leader had a phone conversation with 
General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee 
To Lam, expressing the desire to 
maintain close high-level exchanges 
with Vietnam, push for more out­
comes of bilateral cooperation, and 
promote people-to-people exchanges. 

All these are not only a reflection 
of China’s determination to fulfill its 
responsibilities as a major power, 
but also bring benefits to itself and 
the rest of the world. According to a 
recent survey of51,000 people in 46 
countries conducted by Global

China can use the fevorable visa 
policies to showcase the intangible 
cultural connotations of Spring Festi­
val with the world, enhancing the 
economic vitality of the festival. 

The reason why Spring Festival 
has become such a notable repre­
sentative of Chinese culture is 
because of the rich cultural connota­
tions and widespread public partici­
pation. The evolution from ancient 
practices to today’s Chinese New 
Year reflects how Chinese traditions 
are passed on from generation to 
generation. But it is not only a 
unique festival for the Chinese peo­
ple, it has also been gradually accept­
ed and celebrated around the world, 
becoming a global cultural event 

Over time, Spring Festival has 
been innovating itself while preserv- 

n an apparent move to dictate to its successor how to handle China relations, the Joe Biden 
administration has markedly intensified its China-targeted measures during its last week in 
office.

After imposing sweeping restrictions on the export of advanced computer chips used for the
development of artificial intelligence on Monday, the Biden administration banned sales and 
imports of connected vehicle hardware and software systems, as well as completed connected vehi­
cles from China and Russia on Tuesday, on the pretext of ensuring US automotive supply chains “are 
resilient and secure from foreign adversary cyber threats”

Also on Tuesday, the Biden administration claimed China uses unfair policies and practices to 
dominate the global maritime, logistics and shipbuilding sectors, which could presage the next 
administration imposing tariffs or port fees on Chinese-built vessels.

One day later, the Biden administration sanctioned more than 150 companies and individuals, 
including dozens of Chinese entities, accusing them of bypassing the US’ sanctions against Russia. 

Some senior officials of the administration, including National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan, have 
made it clear that the intention is to make trouble for not only China but also the incoming adminis­
tration.

“Obviously it’s going to be up to them how they want to proceed, and they may have internal 
debates the same way we had internal debates about exactly how to calibrate the rule,” Sullivan told 
the media. “But I would be surprised sitting here today if, after 120 days, they looked at the landscape 
as we’ve looked at it, and said, You know, we really don’t need this at all.’”

By making these measures seem as if they are the necessary means to maintain US leadership in 
high technology and protect the US’ “national security’s the Biden administration is trying to hijack 
the China policy of its successor.

The latest measures, along with others targeting China in various trade, high-tech and industry 
fields, are invariably criticized by relevant US companies and industry organizations and the affected 
ones in the third party countries as irrational, absurd, immature politicized moves that disturb the 
stability of the global industry and supply chains and leave no party unscathed.

In an apparent response to the latest moves, Beijing announced on Thursday relevant strategic 
resources had been added to its export control list and it will further strengthen export controls soon; 
it has also initiated an antidumping investigation on imports of copolymer polyoxymethylene origi­
nating in the US, the European Union, Japan and the island of Taiwan; and anti-subsidy and anti­
dumping probes into mature process chips from the US, and it is mulling putting the US’ PVH Group 
on its Entity List for its “improper moves” related to the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. 

There has not been and will not be any winner in such tit-for-tat fight between two major econo­
mies. Even US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo in a recent interview criticized the Biden admin­
istration’s advanced semiconductor export controls targeting China, saying they are merely “speed 
bumps” and that “trying to hold China back is a fool’s errand”

Intensively rolling out such measures in its waning days to straitjacket the incoming administra­
tion and pass the burden of paying for the cost of its own erroneous policymaking to its successor is 
an abuse of power.

The astounding speed with which the Biden administration has rolled out its series of anti-China 
measures after the Democrats lost the presidential election in November shows its intent is to lock its 
successor in the polity cage it has made.

Notably many of these China-targeted measures, including the Al curbs, have a several-month 
comment period or so. Although the Biden administration, as Sullivan pointed out, thinks that is a 
favor it has done for the next administration, leaving time and space for it to maneuver as it sees fit, 
the Biden administration is acting like a traffic police officer who before his retirement the next 
morning tries to wheel lock every car parked on the roadside after midnight under the pretext of try­
ing to gift the town a good traffic order as his farewell present. But that only leaves the town in a mess, 
forcing the next officer to handle the uproar from residents.

hina has consistently expressed its deep concern about the humanitarian disaster in the 
Gaza Strip and called for a release of the Israeli hostages held by Hamas, a comprehensive 
and unconditional ceasefire to end the fighting, and unimpeded access for humanitarian 
aid to Gaza.

The tentative ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas that has been announced on Wednesday 
offers hope that these objectives may now be realized. The deal is three-phase, with implementation 
of the first phase set to begin on Sunday with a hostage-prisoner exchange and a 42-day halt to the 
fighting. Israeli forces are to withdraw from all the populated areas of Gaza.

Whether the deal leads to a permanent end to the fighting remains to be seen. But Israel bombed 
Gaza claiming about 80 lives, according to local sources, shortly after the ceasefire deal was 
announced. It is to be sincerely hoped that the ceasefire will hold and the deal will be faithfully 
implemented by both sides. The joy on people’s faces in Gaza and Israel captured in photos pub­
lished on some news websites show how people on both sides have been longing for an end to the 
conflict.

Details of the second and third phases, though understood to be agreed to in principle, are still to be 
negotiated. The negotiations to reach the second phase of the deal, which is intended to permanently 
end the fighting, will begin on the 16th day of the implementation of the first phase of the deal. The 
entire world should hope that the talks produce agreement so that the war can end as soon as possible. 

Major world powers, especially the United States which has unconditionally supported Israel’s mil­
itary operations, should do all they can to ensure the negotiations proceed and reach agreement on 
howto realize that objective.

Washington should use its leverage over Israel to make sure that the ceasefire will be implemented 
to the letter by the Israeli side, and other major powers and relevant parties should do the same with 
Hamas. It is crucial that the commitments agreed to are fully honored by both parties.

If the pause in the fighting does take effect on Sunday, it is imperative that the long-delayed human­
itarian aid reaches those desperately in need as soon as possible.

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East is the funda­
mental guarantee for that but it is not yet clear if Israel will continue with its plans to ban the UNRWA 
— the UN agency for Palestinian refugees — at the end of January, something that would severely cur­
tail the ability to deliver aid to Palestinians in Gaza.

China firmly opposes Israel’s smearing and suppression of the UNRWA, and is gravely concerned 
about the relevant Knesset bills targeting the agency. It has repeatedly urged Israel to stop weaponiz- 
ing humanitarian assistance, lift the blockade of Gaza and the restrictions on humanitarian access, 
and cooperate fully with the UN and other humanitarian agencies.

The agreement in principle that has been reached has multiple stages that if broken could result in 
a resumption of fighting. But, looking ahead, if the ceasefire holds, there is still the question of who 
will govern postwar Gaza.

Hamas wants the complete and total withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza. While Israel insists on 
maintaining a military presence in the Palestinian enclave. And there is currently no sign of any 
agreement on a third party to administer Gaza.

Looking even further ahead, the two-state solution, with each state recognizing the right of the oth­
er to exist, is the prerequisite for lasting peace.

That explains why China has consistently called on Israel to put an immediate end to its intensified 
settlement activities and violence in the West Bank, which are a de-facto obliteration of the founda­
tion of the two-state solution.

The ceasefire deal is welcome, but it is only a first step toward lasting peace. There is still much that 
needs to be done.

When people mark Chinese New 
Year on January 29 it wall be the first 
time after the festival and social prac­
tices of the Chinese people in celebra­
tion of the traditional New Year were 
included on the Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity by UNESCO.

The State Council issued a notice on 
Monday declaring further optimiza­
tion of tourism policies, including the 
orderly expansion of the visa-exempt 
countries list. During die recent New 
Year holiday, the number of foreign 
nationals entering China increased by 
nearly 34 percent compared to last 
year. A travel platform even predicted 
that during this year’s Spring Festival, 
the number of travel orders from for­
eign tourists to Chi na will increase by 
203 percent over last year.

Many TikTok users in the United 
States have registered on the Chinese 
social media app Xiaohongshu 
recently amid wide concern that Tik­
Tok may be blocked soon. 

The US Supreme Court is due to 
rule on Protecting Americans from 
Foreign Adversary Controlled Appli­
cations Act that stipulates Tik­
Tok must be divested from its Chinese 
parent company ByteDance by Sun­
day or face a ban in the US on the pre­
text of “national security” concerns. 

The influx of US users to the app, 
which is called “China’s answer 
to Instagram”, has grabbed global 
attention and brought a huge flow of 
data from the US to the Shanghai- 
headquartered platform, which com­
bines e-commerce, short video and 
posting functions. But the Chinese 
company whose major market has 
been on the Chinese mainland since 
its founding in 2013 might not have 
found that good news as it may only 
prove a matter of time before it is tar-
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Times, nearly 70 percent of the 
respondents said that they expect 
China to play a greater role in inter­
national affairs. China’s ever-expand­
ing “circle of friends” will surely help 
it promote high-quality develop­
ment, advance its high-level open- 
ing-up, and make greater 
contributions to world economic 
growth.

At the recent ceremony of the 
handover of presidency of the Group 
of 77 and China coalition, China’s 
permanent representative to the UN 
Fu Cong said that no matter how the 
international situation changes, Chi­
na’s commitment to supporting the 
development and revitalization of 
the Global South will remain undi­
minished. China always matches its 
words with deeds. As the world’s sec­
ond-largest economy, China will stay' 
true to its original aspiration to sup­
port countries in the Global South. 

- WU YIXUE, CHINA DAILY

ing traditions. Spring Festival’s con­
notations and functions are rich and 
diverse. Apart from participating in 
the various activities related to 
Spring Festival, young people should 
also share knowledge about the festi­
val with others.

As a large number of foreign tour­
ists pour in, this year’s Spring Festival 
could see increased footfell at muse­
ums and cultural heritage sites. Also, 
with the integration of culture and 
tourism and the empowerment of 
digitalization, people may use tech­
nologies such as blockchain to create 
digital assets to send as blessings. We 
look forward to this year’s Spring Fes­
tival becoming a model for inheriting 
and promoting China’s intangible 
cultural heritage and culture.

- ZHANGZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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Biden administration trying to straitjacket 
its successor into carrying on its China policy

have been behind the witch hunt of 
TikTok from day one.

TikTok has gone to great lengths to 
try and retain its US market these 
years, ranging from localizing its 
data storage and processing in the 
country to its efficient response to 
the lawsuit and Congress’ inquisi­
tion. It is more difficult for Xiao­
hongshu to achieve TikTok’s success 
in the US for not only it has US com­
petitors in tiie same market niche 
but also that TikTok realized its fest 
development in the US before it was 
targeted by the US government 

So those comparing the app to a 
new platform that can deepen peo- 
ple-to-people exchanges between the 
two countries have to bear in mind 
that the company will have to weigh 
its opportunity cost and marginal 
benefit, amid mounting uncertain­
ties, to try and prevent its highlight 
moment in the US from becoming a 
flash in the pan.

- LI YANG. CHINA DAILY
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clear violation of the one-China princi­
ple. On Oct 1,1949, the People’s Republic 
of China was founded, becoming the suc­
cessor to the Republic of China, and the 
Central People’s Government became the 
only legitimate government of the whole 
of China. And United Nations Resolution 
2758, adopted in 1971, restored the Peo­
ple’s Republic of China’s seat as the sole 
representative of China, including Tai­
wan, in the UN. Taiwan’s status as an 
integral part of China has not changed, 
and will not change.

Since die consulates general of People’s 
Republic of China serve Chinese people, 
including Taiwan residents living in Mum­
bai, Taiwan’s office in Mumbai is not only 
unnecessary, but also lacks legal basis. 

Taiwan is a part of China, and die Tai­
wan question is China’s internal affair, 
touching upon its sovereignty and core 
interests. India was the first non-socialist 
country to recognize the People’s Repub­

lic of China — in December 1949, India 
withdrew its recognition of the Chinese 
government which had retreated to Tai­
wan and recognized the People’s Repub­
lic of China. On April 1,1950, China and 
India formally established diplomatic 
relations. And India’s support for UN 
Resolution 2758 was instrumental in 
restoring the People’s Republic’s legiti­
mate UN seat in 1971.

Altiiough China-India relations have 
faced many ups and downs since then, 
India has remained committed to the 
one-China principle, recognizing the 
People’s Republic as the sole legithnate 
government of China.

China-India trade has been thriving. 
According to the Global Trade Research 
Initiative, China was India’s largest trad­
ing partner in the 2023-24 fiscal year, 
with bilateral trade reaching $118.4 bil­
lion. On tiie border disputes, as Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian 
said on Oct 22 last year, both sides have 
reached an agreement on relevant issues, 
creating the ground for restoring peace 
along the border.

Histoiy tells us that stable bilateral rela­
tions benefit the long-term interests of 
both countries and contribute to regional 
peace and prosperity. As two ancient civi­
lizations and major developing countries, 
China and India should view each other 
as partners, develop mutual understand­
ing and deepen cooperation. 

More important, India should under­
stand that the Taiwan question is a red- 
line that it should not cross. Missteps will 
inevitably harm bilateral relations,

The author is a researcher at the Institute 
of Taiwan Studies, Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences. The views don’t necessa­
rily represent those of China Daily.

which is quite possible given the coun­
try’s fast-growing rail network, currently 
at 162,000 kilometers, and reduce its 
industrial emissions by 25 percent by
2035 from the 2023 levels — including 45 
percent in steel. China’s nationwide emis­
sions trading system, which includes 
steel, aluminum and cement, will make 
that possible.

The drawdown in CO2 is also being 
helped by China’s massive reforestation 
program. According to the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization, China 
leads the rest of the world in reforesta­
tion, adding 1,937,000 hectares every 
year to the country’s green cover (2010- 
20), with Australia being a distant sec­
ond one.

One can easily see the extensive tree 
cover even in Chinese cities. This lias not 
only reduced emissions but also cooled 
down the temperature. Adding 10 per­
cent more green cover to cities and towms 
could potentially reduce the surface tem­
perature of the area by 2.2 C.

China has worn much opprobrium for 
CO2 increase during its rapid industrial­
ization. Changed policies, however, are 
showing that continued industrializa­
tion does not have to be at the expense 
of the natural environment. As President 
Xi Jinping recently said, “Protect the 
ecological environment, and it will 
reward you.”

The author is a Newcastle-based Austra­
lian social commentator and historian. 
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

Ravi Agrawal, editor of the Foreign Policy 
magazine, agreed with Gerges, lamenting that 
the US “has lost enormous amount of soft pow­
er and public opinion” during the last four 
years.

To me, Biden’s policy over the Gaza crisis can­
cels out any foreign policy achievements he 
may have made. The fact that he has never 
mentioned the number of Palestinians killed by 
US-supplied weapons has shocked the entire 
world, including many in his Democratic Party. 
It is also seen as a reason for Democrats’ loss in 
the 2024 presidential election.

A temporary cease-fire deal in Gaza, which 
was reached on Wednesday, will not change 
Biden’s legacy. Many experts have credited 
incoming US president Donald TYump for the 
breakthrough.

The Biden presidency started with the cha­
otic withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan 
only to leave the country to the Taliban 20 
years after the US launched a full-scale inva­
sion of Afghanistan to topple the Taliban gov­
ernment.

Biden praised himself for the role the US has 
played in the Russia-Ukraine conflict. However, 
the fact that the US and its NATO allies have 
failed to subdue Russia after nearly three years 
of proxy war is simply a failure of the US. That 
NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte told the 
European Parliament on Monday that Ukraine 
cannot “at this moment negotiate from a posi­
tion of strength” is proof that the conflict is not 
going in the US-NATO’s favor.

Biden claimed that he has made US allies 
stronger. But apart from peddling more US 
arms to the allies, Biden has not made the EU’s 
economy stronger. The fact is, the EU now lags 
further behind in economy and technology 
from the US.

In the Asia-Pacific region, the much-touted 
“Indo-Pacific Economic Framework” the US 
launched with 13 other economies in 2022 has 
barely achieved anything.

Biden has indeed succeeded in coercing 
allies, from the Netherlands to Japan to the 
Republic of Korea, to restrict the exports of 
semiconductors and chip-making equipment 
to China, but the move has inflicted colossal 
damage on those countries and their compa­
nies as well as many US tech firms. 

In his Feb 4,2021, foreign policy speech at 
the State Department, Biden had told the 
world that “America is back”. He has constant­
ly trashed his predecessor Trump during the 
last four years. But with Trump’s second term 
starting on Jan 20, Biden’s words will fade 
quickly.

Biden said on Monday that he is leaving 
Trump “with a very strong hand to play”. But 
what he is leaving behind is a w'orld that is the 
most divided and chaotic in decades and more 
closer to a third world war and even a nuclear 

s there are warming signs of 
improving relations between 
the two largest developing 
.nations, India should exercise 

caution to avoid any provocations that 
might challenge China’s bottom line. 

The inauguration of the “Taipei eco­
nomic and cultural center” in Mumbai 
on Oct 16 as the Taiwan’s third represent­
ative office in India is a provocative move 
by Taiwan as it is a step toward seeking 
“independence” under the guise of pro­
moting economic and cultural 
exchanges. Beijing has condemned the 
move and urged New Delhi to adhere to 
the one-China principle and handle with 
utmost care issues related to Taiwan to 
avoid hindering the progress in China- 
India relations.

There is only one China, andTaiw'an is 
an inseparable part of China, and the 
government of the People’s Republic of 
China is the sole legitimate government 
representing all of China, including Tai­
wan. Recognized by the international 
community, the one-China principle 
serves as the political foundation for Chi­
na’s diplomatic ties with all the countries. 

As a nation with diplomatic ties with 
China, India should strictly adhere to the 
one-China principle, while refraining 
from conducting any form of official 
exchanges with the Chinese island, 
including the establishment of repre­
sentative offices.

Under the pretext of promoting educa­
tion, culture and trade, Taiwan’s estab­
lishment of a representative office in 
India’s financial capital of Mumbai is a

S President Joe Biden’s foreign policy 
speech at the State Department on 
Monday reflects his typical style of 
self-congratulation — evident in

almost everything he has said, from official 
remarks to postings on social media X (former­
ly TWitter), during the pastyears. 

Such excessive bragging has exposed his 
extreme anxiety. A Gallup poll released on 
Tuesday showed that most Americans think the 
US has lost ground during the last four years in 
areas ranging from federal debt, immigration, 
crime control, the rich-poor gap and the econo­
my to the US’ position in the world.

Biden’s approval rating was only 39 percent 
in December, showing a steady decline from his 
first days in office in 2021, according to Gallup. 

An AP-NORC poll unveiled on Jan 10 showed 
that 47 percent Americans rated Biden’s presi­
dency as “poor or terrible” while 28 percent 
graded him “average” Only 25 percent said his 
term was “good or great”

Right after his foreign policy speech, the two 
foreign policy experts CNN anchor Isa Soares 
invited to comment lambasted Biden’s foreign 
policy legacy.

Fawaz Gerges, a professor of international 
relations at the London School of Economics 
and Political Science, said Biden “will be 
remembered as one of the worst presidents in 
foreign policy: naive, gullible, morally senile” 
Gerges, a Lebanese-American, held Biden 
responsible for forcing the world to face “one of 
the most dangerous moments” since the end of 
World War II. He said Biden has played a major 
role in “militarizing the world” and termed the 
Israel-Palestine conflict “Biden’s war”

ft

other countries to purchase solar panels 
from China. As a matter of fact, China’s 
renewable capacity is growing faster than 
the overall demand for electricity, mean­
ing fossil fuel use is declining. 

Thanks to its solar and wind power 
generation, the Global Energy Monitor 
has highlighted that China’s contribution 
to reducing emissions is twice that of the 
rest of the world, with 180 GW of solar 
and 159 GW of wind energy projects 
under construction.

‘Wind and solar now account for 37 
percent of the total power capacity in the 
country, an 8 percent increase from 2022, 
and widely expected to surpass coal 
capacity, which is 39 percent of the total 
right now, in 2024,” the Global Energy 
Monitor said.

By continuing its solar and wind 
electricity growth, China will generate 
3,500 GW of renewable energy by
2030. By 2035 that figure could 
increase to 5,000 GW, and 65 percent 
of tiie total energy mix. These advances 
will see China reduce its carbon emis­
sions by 30 percent by 2030 from the 
2023 level.

To reach these goals, China needs to 
ensure 60 percent of its auto sales com­
prise EVs and plug-in hybrids, which it 
can easily realize because the current fig­
ure is 50 percent.

In EV production and sales China has 
topped the world for tiie past eight years 
— EVs are estimated to have reduced 50 
million tons of carbon emissions in 2023. 

Furthermore, China has to raise the 
share of railway freight to 25 percent,

if'
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ith the return of climate 
skeptic Donald Trump to 
the White House — espe­
cially his threat to with­

draw the United States from all climate 
treaties including the Paris Agreement, 
which is central to the battle against cli­
mate change and keeping global tem­
perature rise below 1.5 degrees Celsius 
— the heavy lifting on the climate front 
may be left to China. What is and will 
happen in China represent the only 
hope for the world to not reach the dis­
astrous projections on climate and the 
Earth’s future.

Fortunately, China is leading the green 
energy drive globally — it lias by far the 
highest installed capacity for solar and 
wind power generation, and is a global 
leader in electric vehicles and reforesta­
tion.

China, along with the US, made possi­
ble the 2015 Paris Agreement to cap glob­
al temperature rise at 1.5 C. It has also 
vowed to peak its carbon emissions 
before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrali­
ty before 2060. In fact, so rapid has been 
China’s use of clean energy technologies 
that its carbon emissions could peak 
before the targeted year.

Surprisingly, China has made the 
achievements while realizing healthy 
economic grow'th. It is not only the larg­
est economy in terms of purchasing 
power parity but also leads the world in 
the production of goods normally asso­
ciated with high carbon emissions. Chi­
na’s total electricity generation is twice 
that of the US, steel and cement produc­

tion 10 and 20 times that of the US, 
respectively.

China’s high-speed growth and indus­
trialization since the launch of reform 
and opening-up in the late 1970s has con­
tributed much to global emissions, but 
the Chinese government, realizing the 
dangers of climate change, has changed 
its development policy in the past dec­
ade.

China’s renewable energy boom has 
already exceeded its 2030 growth targets 
for wind and solar energy. In 2023 and 
2024, China installed the highest solar 
photovoltaic capacity in the world — 260 
of the global 459 gigawatts in 2023, and 
334 of593 gigawatts in 2024.

Chinese factories produced 80 percent 
of the world’s solar panels in 2024, which 
caused prices to dip and thus encouraged 

Global
Lens

impacting India’s own interests. 
Since the Democratic Progressive Par­

ty took power on the island in 2016, the 
Taiwan authorities has aligned with the 
United States in the hope of seeking “Tai­
wan independence” with the help of for­
eign forces. In an attempt to gain India’s 
support, Taiwan authorities have made 
India a focus of its “new southbound pol­
icy1:

Under DPP’s lobbying, India’s Taiwan 
policy is backsliding, revealing an incli­
nation to play the “Taiwan card” along 
with tiie US. Some Indian think tanks 
advocate for deeper relations with Tai­
wan by breaking “diplomatic taboos” 
Certain Indian media outlets have even 
aired interview's with prominent ‘Tai­
wan independence” figures, promoting 
the idea that ‘Taiwan is a country” not 
part of China.

These developments are all the more 
alarming because India has not reaf­
firmed its adherence to tiie one-China 
principle in its joint statements with Chi­
na for years, with its stance becoming 
increasingly ambiguous.

India must realize that by continuing 
to collaborate with “Taiw'an independ­
ence” forces, it risks not only disrupting 
peace and stability across the Strait but 
also harming its own interests, ultimate­
ly “lifting a rock only to drop it on its 
own foot”

Biden leaves 
behind legacy of 
a divided world

Changed policies, 
however, are showing that 
continued industrializa­
tion does not have to be at 
the expense of the natural 
environment.

These developments are 
all the more alarming 
because India has not 
reaffirmed its adherence to 
the one-China principle in 
its joint statements with 
China for years, with its 
stance becoming 
increasingly ambiguous.

But apart from peddling more 
US arms to the allies, Biden has 
not made the EU’s economy 
stronger.

2

1
♦



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/19/2025 1:15:38 PM
CHINA DAILY | GLOBALEDITION Friday, January 17,2025 I 13

GLOBAL VIEWS
G£D

CLMAL rnuivoc EMALCKUt

KONSTANTINOS GRIVAS

Anxiety attacks
Plagued by fear and self-loathing, the West is trying to identify itself as a bright force in relation to dark others
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ture of modernity, integrated with­
in a superficially secular shell but 
nearly unchanged at the core. 

Thus, Western geopolitical 
behavior is plagued by strong, albe­
it hidden, Manichaean, inillenarian, 
deterministic and eschatological 
elements. These result in the West­
ern tendency to seek out demon­
ized geopolitical adversaries. These 
forces influence the behavior of the 
West irrationally.

As John Gray writes in his book 
Straw Dogs: Thoughts on Humans 
and Other Animals, the decline of 
Christianity in the West and the rise 
of humanism led to the replace­
ment of God in the collective con­
sciousness of people with faith in

Far from the “debt trap” claims, 
Chinese loans and investments 
have helped address Africa’s long­
standing infrastructure deficits. 
Projects such as Kenya’s Standard 
Gauge Railway, Ethiopia’s industri­
al parks and Nigeria’s hydropower 
facilities have created vital econom­
ic lifelines. Studies by organizations 
such as the Jubilee Debt Campaign 
have debunked the idea that Chi­
nese loans dominate African debt 
burdens. In most cases, African 
debt crises stem from Eurobond 
markets and domestic financial 
mismanagement rather than Chi­
nese financing. Furthermore, China 
has shown flexibility, restructuring 
or forgiving loans when needed, as 
evidenced during the COVID-19 
pandemic when it provided debt 
relief to several African nations. 

Washington is likely to ramp up 
its efforts to frame Chinese influ­
ence as a challenge to Western val­
ues and African sovereignty. For 
African nations, this competition 
presents risks of polarization and 
external interference. Yet, it also 
offers an opportunity to leverage 
the rivalry for greater investments 
and favorable terms. The key lies in 
maintaining agency, ensuring that 
partnerships with either power 
align with Africa’s long-term devel­
opment goals.

China’s ability to sustain its 
strong ties with Africa will depend 
on its continued focus on initia­
tives such as the Global Develop­
ment Initiative, the Global Security 
Initiative and the Global Civiliza­
tion Initiative. These frameworks 
address Africa’s most pressing chal­
lenges, such as poverty eradication, 
peace and security, and cultural 
exchanges. The Global Develop­
ment Initiative, for example, com­
plements Africa’s Agenda 2063 by 

the capabilities of human beings 
themselves. In other words, the 
worldview of man-god was created, 
as described by Fyodor Dostoevsky 
in his book The Possessed. 

Thus, faith emerged in the 
omnipotence of science, as an 
applied function of the powerful 
human mind, which would lead to 
the understanding and subsequent­
ly to the domination and control of 
the world.

So, modernity was marked by the 
self-deification of Western man. 
However, the optimism and self-ad- 
miration did not last long. Over the 
course of history, Western man has 
gradually realized that the founda­
tional element of the informal reli-

cal rivalry will require both part­
ners to navigate external pressures 
while staying focused on their 
shared objectives. African nations 
must resist being drawn into binary 
alignments, leveraging their part­
nerships with China and the US to 
secure the best outcomes for their 
people. For China, the focus must 
continue to remain on delivering 
tangible benefits, addressing mis­
conceptions, and deepening its 
commitment to mutual respect and 
shared prosperity.

The China-Africa partnership has 
demonstrated remarkable resil­
ience in the face of challenges. Its 
foundation lies in the principles of 
mutual benefit, respect for sover­
eignty and a shared vision for 
development. By building on these 
principles, addressing emerging 
challenges and remaining adapta­
ble to changing global dynamics, 
China and Africa can continue to 
strengthen their partnership, set­
ting an example of constructive 
engagement in an increasingly 
polarized world.

gion of modernity, namely faith in 
the control of his own destiny, was 
an illusion. Two world wars and lat­
er the terror of the nuclear age dealt 
a devastating blow to Western 
man’s belief that he can control his 
own destiny.

Moreover, man has ceased to be 
the measure of all things. Rather 
than believing that the world was 
created for them, people have 
begun to see themselves as invad­
ers, and destroyers of some kind of 
“natural order1:

In other words, postmodern 
Western man no longer believes he 
can control his fate, does not look 
forward to a bright future or a con­
tinuous path of improvement, and

and a new mission by creating and 
demonizing a dark “other” or “oth­
ers” against whom it can identify 
itself as a bright force. At the geopo­
litical level, one of these “others” 
today is China.

In conclusion, it seems that we 
are at the end of a long historical 
period. Christianity and ancient 
Greece offered Europeans the fun­
damental worldviews and self-per­
ceptions that allowed them to 
dominate the world. Then, in the 
West, a self-deification of man was 
attempted, which ended in dead­
lock. Thus, the optimism of moder­
nity has been replaced by 
postmodern pessimism, and 
human self-admiration has turned 
into self-hatred. However, this 
hatred cannot perpetually turn 
inward, so it seeks targets. This is 
expected to be a factor of significant 
importance on international affairs 
in the coming decades.

At this point, the role of Greece is 
potentially significant. More specif­
ically, the Hellenic civilization is to 
a great extent the creator of Euro­
pean civilization. Thus, Greece, as a 
firing carrier of the core of Western 
culture, can function as a factor of 
cooperation and creative dialogue 
with the Chinese civilization, by 
highlighting and promoting the 
cooperative elements of these two 
ancient cultures, and shape a new 
geo-cultural framework that will 
lead Europe and China into a mutu­
ally beneficial productive relation­
ship, free from pathologies 
originating from hidden cultural 
factors.
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The author is executive director of 
South-South Dialogues, aNairobi- 
based communications develop­
ment think tank. The author 
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Dai­
ly-

Editor ’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. Enhanced dialogue between scholarsfrom China and overseas is needed to build mutual understanding on many problems
the worldfaces. For this purpose, the China Watch Institute of China Daily and the National Institute for Global Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, jointly present this special column: The Global 
Strategic Dialogue, in which expertsfrom China and abroad will offer insightful views, analysis andfresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

The author is a professor of geopoli­
tics and the director of the War The­
ory and Analysis Sector at the 
Hellenic Military Academy in 
Greece. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The views 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

its manufacturing-led development 
strategy, while Rwanda has utilized 
Chinese technology to enhance its 
e-governance systems. 

At the same time, Africa has 
much to gain by replicating aspects 
of China’s development trajectory. 
Over the past four decades, China 
has lifted over 800 million people 
out of abject poverty through a stra­
tegic focus on infrastructure, educa­
tion and agricultural modernization. 
These experiences offer valuable 
insights for African countries seek­
ing to address poverty, inequality 
and underdevelopment. Adapting 
these strategies to local contexts 
can help African nations accelerate 
their progress toward the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Beyond infrastructure and eco­
nomic development, China and 
Africa must collaborate on emerg­
ing challenges such as climate 
change, digital transformation and 
public health. Africa’s vulnerability 
to climate change necessitates 
investments in renewable energy 
and sustainable agriculture — areas 
where China has significant expert­
ise. Similarly, bridging the digital 
divide through investments in 
information and communications 
technology infrastructure can posi­
tion Africa as a competitive player 
in the global digital economy. The 
COVID-19 pandemic also under­
scored the importance of health 
cooperation. China’s support for 
vaccine distribution and the estab­
lishment of the Africa Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
highlights the potential for deeper 
collaboration in strengthening 
healthcare systems. 

Trump’s second term poses a test 
for the resilience of China-Africa 
relations. The intensified geopoliti-

he return of Donald 
Trump to the White House 
places the United States on 
a new geopolitical path.

Although it is still too early to draw 
conclusions with certainty, it is like­
ly that Trump’s re-election will rein­
force the trend of the US slipping 
into an irrational high strategy, 
which is based on the hidden but 

real foundations 
of geopolitical 
behavior derived 
from fundamen­
talist interpreta­
tions of Western 
Christianity, giv­
en that a large

percentage of his voters come from 
the most religious sections of US 
society.

When commenting on the com­
petition between the US and China, 
the notorious “Thucydides Trap”, 
shifts in power balances and a 
range of other geopolitical factors 
are often mentioned, which are said 
to intensify competition between 
the West and China, leading us 
toward a perilous future. 

However, there are some other 
factors contributing to the tension 
between the West and China, which 
are difficult to identify as they lie 
hidden within the geopolitical 
foundations of the West. 

An underestimated factor that 
influences the geopolitical behavior 
of countries is the fundamental 
worldviews that originate from 
their cultural core. However, this is 
not perceived in the West because 
the fundamental worldviews that 
affect Western geopolitical behavior 
stem from Western Christianity, 
and since the era of modernity the 
West believes it has fully secular­
ized and is no longer connected to 
its Christian foundations. This, 
however, is not the case. In reality, 
the fundamental Christian-derived 
worldview has passed almost 
unchanged into the Western cul-

s Donald Thump is to 
assume his second term 
in office on Jan 20, the 
.global geopolitical land­

scape is increasingly being defined 
by great power competition. Africa 
has become a significant arena for 
this rivalry, particularly in the con­
test between the United States and 

China. Central to 
A ” this dynamic is
U ^le enduring

partnership 
between China 
and Africa — a 
relationship that 
has weathered 

sustained external criticism and 
pressure, particularly during 
Thump’s first term. Moving forward, 
both China and Africa must navi­
gate an intensified environment of 
competition, leveraging their 
shared history, comprehensive 
strategies and mutual benefits to 
strengthen their partnership and 
achieve common goals. 

Thump’s first term brought a mer­
cantilist approach to US foreign 
policy, marked by sporadic engage­
ment with Africa. His administra­
tion frequently cast China’s 
presence on the continent in a neg­
ative light, advancing narratives of 
“debt-trap” diplomacy and alleged 
exploitation of African resources. 
These claims were amplified by 
Western media and policy circles, 
portraying Chinese investments as 
predatory rather than constructive. 

However, these critiques ignore 
the substantial benefits that Chinese 
partnerships have brought to Africa. 
Unlike Western aid, which is often 
tied to conditional strings regarding 
governance or political reforms, 
China’s model emphasizes respect 
for sovereignty and aligns with Afri­
ca’s own development priorities.

1

prioritizing industrialization, food 
security and poverty reduction. 
The Global Security Initiative’s 
focus on peacebuilding is particu­
larly relevant in conflict-prone 
regions such as the Sahel region 
and the Horn of Africa, while the 
Global Civilization Initiative fosters 
deeper people-to-people connec­
tions, reinforcing the cultural and 
diplomatic foundations of partner­
ships.

The accusation of Chinese “debt 
traps” is not the only myth that 
needs debunking. Critics have also 
painted China as an economic colo­
nizer, a narrative that fails to recog­
nize the transformative impact of 
Chinese investments on local econ­
omies. For example, Chinese-fund­
ed infrastructure projects often 
involve significant local labor and 
capacity-building components, cre­
ating jobs and transferring skills to 
African workers. Initiatives such as 
the Luban Workshop, a project 
named after an ancient Chinese 
master craftsman that provides 
vocational skills training for Afri­
can youth, exemplify China’s com­
mitment to empowering local 
communities.

This non-prescriptive approach 
to development resonates deeply 
with African leaders. Unlike West­
ern models, which frequently 
impose governance reforms or ide­
ological frameworks, China 
respects the sovereignty of its Afri­
can partners. This respect is not 
synonymous with indifference, 
however. African leaders have high­
lighted their ability to negotiate 
terms that meet their national pri­
orities, ensuring that the benefits of 
partnership are mutually shared. 
For example, Ethiopia has lever­
aged Chinese investments to devel­
op industrial parks that align with 

most importantly, no longer wor­
ships himself. In fact, he doesn’t 
even like himself. He fears and 
hates himself.

However, because it is very pain­
ful and exhausting to hate oneself, 
Western man defines his existence 
positively as the opposite of a dark 
image.

This reality constitutes one of the 
foundations of the emerging inter­
national system, pushing toward 
the development of a new bipolari­
ty, not only because this arises from 
“material” geopolitical causes, but 
also because it represents a psycho­
logical need for the West to define 
and tolerate itself. That is, the West 
is trying to acquire a new identity

In the coming years, the partner­
ship’s success will depend on its 
ability to transcend external narra­
tives and deliver concrete results 
that improve the lives of millions. It 
is a strategic alliance rooted in 
shared aspirations and a commit­
ment to a more equitable global 
order. As great power competition 
reshapes the international land­
scape, China and Africa have the 
opportunity to demonstrate that 
cooperation, not confrontation, is 
the path to a brighter future. By 
doing so, they can not only navigate 
the complexities of Thump’s second 
term but also lay the groundwork 
for a new era of global collabora­
tion.

1

The China-Africa partnership’s success will depend on its ability to transcend 
external interference and deliver concrete results that improve the lives of millions
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Tacheng emerges as model of strength
By YUAN SHENGGAO
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Regional authorities taking the lead
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through launch of livelihood projects
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Pilot zone reforms help
to bring in investment
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improving the livelihood of resi­
dents.

Since the start of the 14th Five- 
Year Plan (2021-25), Tacheng pre­
fecture has completed renovations
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By WANG YUCHEN
wangyuchen@chinadaily.com.cn

Prefecture in Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region home to multiple ethnic groups

■ <

> *1

Mid-Autumn Festival, the Hobok- 
sar Mongolian autonomous county 
organized a series of cultural events 
that brought people together 
through diverse forms of art such as 
poetry recitation and dance to fos­
ter a spirit of ethnic unity.

“The festival became even more 
unforgettable because of the com­
munity activities. We sang and 
danced together, and I felt very 
warm. People from all ethnic 
groups united and got along har­
moniously. I believe that life in the 
future will become better and bet­
ter,” said Su Busheng, a resident of 
Hoboksar.

In recent years, Tacheng prefec­
ture has jointly created an open and 
inclusive multicultural environ­
ment, relying on traditional Chi­
nese holidays such as the Spring 
Festival and the Mid-Autumn Festi­
val to promote the protection, 
inheritance and utilization of 
intangible cultural heritage pro­
jects of ethnic groups such as Now­
ruz Festival and Saban Festival.

In 2023, Tacheng gathered 4,528 
people from 18 ethnic groups to 
jointly play My Motherland and Me 
on accordion using a combination 
of online and offline methods, set­
ting a new national record. Addi­
tionally, die heroic epic Dzhangar 
has been listed in the first batch of 
national-level intangible cultural 
heritage list. It displays the rich and 
diverse charm and inclusive quali­
ties of traditional Chinese culture. 

Other activities to foster ethnic 
unity include die joint efforts of the 
county-level city of Wusu and a 
local military division, along with 
primary schools in Emin county, to 
organize friendship activities.

‘Tacheng will continue to fully 
leverage the powerful role of a unit­
ed front in rallying people and gath­
ering strength, consolidating the 
achievements of being designated 
as a national model for ethnic unity 
and progress while leading the pre­
fecture in strengthening the aware­
ness of the Chinese national 
community,” said Zhou Guangmin, 
deputy director of Tacheng’s united 
front work department.

nr

By ZHANG LENWAN
zhanglinwan@chinadaily.com .cn

2024 mow.

transportation of both passengers 
and freight on Karamay-Tacheng 
Railway has steadily increased. All 
counties are now accessible by 
expressways, and construction of 
gas and electricity infrastructure in 
Tacheng lias been accelerated.

The prefecture’s ecological envi­
ronment has likewise been dramat­
ically upgraded, and people of all 
ethnic groups live and work in 
peace and prosperity, making the 
foundation for development more 
solid. The sense of gain, happiness 
and security has continued to 
improve, local officials said.

In addition, Tacheng lias gone the 
extra mile to build a spiritual home 
shared by all ethnic groups.

Efforts have been made to con­
duct relevant research and promo­
tional activities for the sense of 
national unity, including the cul­
tures of different ethnic groups and 
integrating Chinese culture into 
daily life. For example, for the last

Bostan pasture in the county, said: 
“The road is the essential path for 
seasonal livestock migration. In the 
past, we had to take a detour and 
spend 500-700 yuan on transporta­
tion. With the new road, we can save 
lots of transportation costs.”

Meanwhile, the city of Wusu 
invested 34.18 million yuan in 
building and renovating 63.17 km of 
roads in 2024. All were in operation 
by August, benefiting more than 
17,300 households in six townships 
across the city.

To date, the total mileage of rural 
roads in Tacheng prefecture has 
reached 10,217.94 km, including 
1,305.79 km of county roads,
3,661.69 km of township roads, and 
5,250.46 km of village roads.

In addition to road construction, 
townships and villages initiated 
many infrastructure projects last 
year to improve people’s liveli­
hoods. For example, Wulanwusu 
township installed 660 new solar 
streetlights in its nine villages, and 
all residents in Koktag village now 
have access to modem toilets due to 
the sewage pipes laid in September.

of 107 old residential areas for 
18,500 households and 3,897 resi­
dential units. There are now nine 
air routes connecting 12 cities in 
and outside Xinjiang, and the

New roads
At the end of October, construc­

tion of the Bayinaowa-Dongdu- 
haergate pastoral road in Hoboksar 
Mongolian autonomous county 
was completed. The 5.1-kilometer 
route has brought great conve­
nience to Bayinaowa and Chagan- 
kule townships as well as several 
pastures, facilitating herders’ travel 
and livestock migration, according 
to local authorities.

Den Arqeh, a herdsman from the

Through a series of innovative 
measures, the key pilot zone for devel­
opment and opening-up in Tacheng, 
Northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, has made 
remarkable progress in creating an 
investor-friendly environment over 
the past year.

From January to November 2024, 
the pilot zone attracted 37 new enter­
prises and implemented 44 projects, 
representing a total investment of 6.6 
billion yuan ($900.5 million). To date, 
the zone lias welcomed 120 enterpris­
es and initiated 77 fixed asset invest­
ment projects. Major infrastructure 
developments include the construc­
tion of 14 main roads spanning 44 
kilometers, 44.75 km of water pipe­
lines, 32.72 km of drainage pipelines 
and 460,000 square meters of factory 
buildings. Those efforts have brought 
cumulative investment to 9.04 billion 
yuan, according to official data.

Since 2024, the pilot zone has con­
tinued to deepen its administrative 
reforms by rolling out innovative 
mechanisms for increasing approval 
efficiency for businesses. For 
instance, approval times for govern­
ment-funded projects and general 
social investment projects have been 
shortened to within 45 days and 36 
days respectively. As well, a service 
for business registration was 
launched, which helped boost the 
number of companies from 63 in 
2023 to 120 in 2024.

Xinjiang Zhongyi New Materials 
Technology, a subsidiary of OKet 
Group, which established operations 
in the zone in March 2024, has 

and 111 exemplary person-times for 
ethnic unity and progress. It has 
gained seven demonstration units 
at die national level for ethnic unity 
and progress, and 40 demonstra­
tion units at the autonomous 
region level.

Moreover, the prefecture’s coun­
ty-level cities of Tacheng and Wusu 
as well as Emin county, Hoboksar 
Mongolian autonomous county 
and Tuoli county have been desig­
nated as national demonstration 
counties and cities for ethnic unity 
and progress.

In recent years, Tacheng prefec­
ture has prioritized die improve­
ment of people’s livelihoods and the 
cohesion of all edinic groups as the 
starting point and goal for the 
region’s social and economic devel­
opment. To that end, at least 70 per­
cent of the general public budget 
spending and more dian 80 percent 
of funds aiding Xinjiang have been 
allocated to safeguarding and

implemented in Tacheng last year, 
our confidence in investing in the 
construction of a factory in die pilot 
zone has been strengthened,” said 
Lyu Yingping, factory director of 
Tengfei.

In addition, die pilot zone has 
adopted a rail-road intermodal trans­
portation system to enhance trade 
efficiency. On Oct 27, 2024, the first 
shipment of household appliances 
worth 300,000 yuan departed from 
the Tacheng cross-border interna­
tional highway port, marking the 
establishment of the railway and 
multimodal transport business mod­
el for exporting goods from Tacheng. 

Railway and multimodal trans­
port is a new type of customs declara­
tion model that can save time and 
cost. It can save two to three days of 
shipping time and reduce the trans­
portation cost of each cargo by 
approximately 10,000 yuan, said Ban 
Yin’an, manager for the Russian mar­
ket at Xinjiang Zhonghangxing 
International Logistics.

On Nov 8, the Cliongqing-Baketu- 
Moscow inaugural rail-road intermo­
dal freight train was launched at the 
railway freight yard in Tacheng Sta­
tion, transporting 232 passenger cars 
through Kazakhstan to Moscow. The 
new railway and multimodal trans­
port business model simplifies cus­
toms procedures and reduces 
logistical costs by using the same con­
tainer throughout the journey, allow­
ing companies to reduce 
expenditures and avoid additional 
handling or repacking.

“The launch of the intermodal 
freight project is a milestone in the 
pilot zone’s development. It not only 
demonstrates our strength in logis­
tics and trade, but also provides a 
foundation for expanding interna­
tional markets and driving high-qual­
ity regional economic development,” 
said Yu Wei, deputy director of the 
Tacheng pilot zone’s administrative 
committee.

People from different ethnic groups gather to perform onstage at the fourth Xinjiang Tacheng International Accordion Culture and Art 
Festival in 2024. photos provided to china daily

invested some 60 million yuan in a 
project According to the company, it 
completed its first production line by 
July after beginning operation in 
May, setting record speeds in con­
struction, equipment commission­
ing and production among the 
group’s subsidiaries.

‘Tacheng prefecture lias a superior 
location and abundant resources, and 
the pilot zone boasts preferential poli­
cies and a sound business environ­
ment, which has great development 
potential,” said Sun Xianjie, chairman 
of Zhongyi New Materials.

“Our company has the fastest con­
struction speed among the more 
than 10 factories under the group, 
with the quickest installation and 
commissioning, and the fastest 
project production, all made possi­
ble by tiie strong support of the Par­
ty committees and governments at 
all levels in Tacheng,” Sun said.

In 2024, the pilot zone began con­
struction of functional industrial are­
as for border trade and modem 
logistics, international agricultural 
product processing, advanced equip­
ment manufacturing and modem 
service. Currently, seven companies 
of advanced equipment and agricul­
tural product processing have started 
production.

Xinjiang Tengfei Fruit Industry, 
founded in January 2024 in the zone, 
specializes in processing nuts and 
dried fruits, selling edible agricultural 
products, trade agency services and 
logistics.

“The climate in Uzbekistan is par­
ticularly good, and the quality of the 
fruits produced there is excellent, 
which is very popular in China. Com­
bined with the border trade policy 

Residents of Tacheng prefecture, 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region, enjoy a strong sense of gain, 
happiness and security, thanks to an 
array of livelihood projects 
launched by local governments in 
recent years.

Spanning about 105,000 square 
kilometers, Tacheng prefecture con­
sists of three county-level cities of 
Tacheng, Wusu and Shawan, as well 
as Emin, Tuoli and Yumin counties 
and Hoboksar Mongohan autono­
mous county. There are about 1.11 
million permanent residents from 
29 ethnic groups in the area.

According to official data, in 
2024, about 70 percent of the pre­
fecture’s general public budget 
expenditure and over 80 percent 
of its aid money were allocated for 
people’s livelihoods. In 2024, the 
per capita disposable income of 
urban residents in Tacheng prefec­
ture was 37,050 yuan ($5,050), up 
6 percent year-on-year, while that 
of the rural residents stood at 
25,442 yuan, growing by 7.5 per­
cent over the previous year.

Adhering to people-centered 
development, Tacheng has made 
sustained efforts to address liveli­
hood issues and improve people’s 
well-being, local officials said.

Qiaxia township in Tacheng city 
installed 30 solar insecticidal 
lamps in 2024, each capable of 
covering a field of33.33-66.67 hec­
tares. The lamp is a new eco- 
friendly agricultural device that 
stores solar-generated electric 
power in the daytime and induces 
pests to be eliminated at night, 
said Liu Wenqiang, a researcher 
from the agricultural and animal 
husbandry development center of 
Qiaxia township. It is a favorable 
livelihood project for residents, 
while fostering the healthy devel­
opment of agriculture, Liu said. 

“Our tallage has set up 10 insecti­
cidal lamps. These help us reduce 
the use of chemical pesticides, raise 
crop yields and quality and increase 
income,” said Zhao Hui, Party secre­
tary of Qiaxia tallage in Qiaqia town­
ship.

From left: A view of a commodity market in Baketu Port in Tacheng prefecture, which features Silk 
Road culture and helps boost the local economy. Staff members of Xinjiang Tengfei Fruit Industry are 
busy packaging products, photos provided to china daily

Tacheng prefecture, one of the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region’s most diverse settlements of 
ethnic groups, continues to achieve 
greater standards in overall con­
struction thanks to its unwavering 
commitment to national unity.

Families encompassing members 
of different ethnic groups are com­
mon in Tacheng, and their stories 
are a testament to harmony and cul­
tural fusion.

“Our family is a big household 
that has members from several eth­
nic groups. When it comes to festi­
vals, children and relatives come 
from different places, and everyone 
shows their strengths by making a 
full table of traditional dishes, 
which is especially grand,” said resi­
dent Bai Zliijun.

Bai, 49, who lives in the Haldun 
community of Tacheng, has a large 
family consisting of five ethnic 
groups: Uyghur, Tatar, Hui, Han 
and Uzbek. The community is 
home to 1,510 households and 3,821 
residents, including 14 ethnic 
groups. The proportion of ethnic 
minorities in the population is 
66.69 percent.

“During traditional festivals, our 
community organizes ethnic unity 
and friendship activities. Through 
activities such as talent shows, dis­
cussions and interactive games, 
people from different ethnic groups 
engage in multilevel and diverse 
interactions,” said Bahargul, Party 
secretary of the Haldun communi­
ty. “Like pomegranate seeds tightly 
held together, people from various 
ethnic groups embrace each other 
closely, conveying the concept of 
ethnic unity to a wider audience 
through laughter and joy.”

Since ancient times, people of 
various ethnic groups in Tacheng 
have lived in harmony, shared joy 
and sorrow and nurtured a spirit of 
patriotism passed down through 
generations of long-term produc­
tion and life activities. The prefec­
ture has been recognized by the 
country and autonomous region 
with 59 exemplary collective units

Healthcare services
Founded in 1951, Yumin County 

People’s Hospital is the only second­
ary comprehensive hospital in the 
county. It currently has 500 pieces 
of large and medium-sized medical 
equipment and 145 beds in use, as 
well as 17 clinical departments, four 
medical technology departments 
and 14 functional departments.

To meet growing demand for 
healthcare services, the hospital 
started construction of a compre­
hensive building in June 2023, with 
41 million yuan in aid money from 
Northeast China’s Liaoning prov­
ince. The new building, with a floor 
area of 10,000 square meters, is 
expected to provide 110 additional 
hospital beds and expand the area 
of departments such as the hemodi­
alysis unit, intensive care unit and 
laboratory.

The hospital’s overall capabilities 
will be enhanced with the new 
building, and patients will receive 
more effective diagnoses and treat­
ments, said Wang Yuping, chief 
physician of the internal medicine 
department of the hospital.
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Residents from ethnic groups in the Haldun community of Tacheng 
dance at a social gathering.

Engineering workers install street lamps powered by solar panels
in a village in Tacheng prefecture, provided to china daily
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Museum’s collection
is quite ‘Impressionist’

A
From Monet and Van Gogh to Picasso and Matisse, masterpieces of this genre
highlight its continued influence on the Asian art scene, Zhang Kun reports.
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Contact the writer at

Exhibition honors one of Chinas key 20th-century talents
By ZHANG KUN
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The exhibition to commemorate the 180th birth anniversary of artist 
Wu Changshuo is being held at the China Art Museum, Shanghai, 
from Dec 31 to March 31. gao erqiang / china daily

Masterpieces of the Pola 
Museum of Art: From 
Impressionism to 
Contemporary Art

Jan 22-April 21,10 am-6 pm 
(last entry at 5 pm); closed on 
Tuesdays (except national 

holidays).

1952 Century Avenue. Pudong 

New Area, Shanghai.
Individual visitors can enter the 

Museum with a valid ID through 
the Bl East Gate (near Dingxiang 

Road) after security check; while 
groups reserved can enter through 

the North Gate (IF. near Century 
Avenue) after security check.

ness and inner strength. 
“Wu brought out an unprecedent­

ed new look in Chinese ink art and 
his style continues to have wide and 
enduring impact today.”

Wu traveled extensively in the 
Yangtze Delta region as a young

in Shanghai. These paintings by 
Liu Haisu, Pan Yuliang and others 
will be displayed alongside paint­
ings created in the 20th century by 
Japanese and other Asian artists 
that show how Western art, art edu­
cation and artistic ideas influenced 
Asia’s art scene.

The sixth chapter Epilogue: Light 
and, Space in Contemporary Art 
will be presented at Gallery 3, 
showing Pola’s recent acquisitions 
of contemporary art, offering 
insights into the creativity of 
today’s artists through photos, vid­
eos and installations, showing the 
artists’ love for nature and their 
pursuit of more powerful expres-

man, learning calligraphy' and seal 
engraving while building a strong 
network with fellow artists and 
intellectuals.

He played a leading role in 
Shanghai’s art community, serv­
ing as the founding director of the

The exhibition marks the fifth 
installment of “A Dialogue With the 
World Series” of exhibitions at the 
Shanghai Museum, Chu says. Com­
pared to past exhibitions of Impres­
sionist art in China that featured 
artworks from Western institutions 
such as the Musee Marmottan Mon­
et and the Bemberg Foundation in 
France, the exhibition at the Shang­
hai Museum is marked by its dis­
tinctive Asian perspective, starting 
from the rise and development of 
Impressionism to its continuous 
influence.

The exhibition will “take audien­
ces on a textbook-style journey 
through the universal charm of 
Impressionism and its unique reso­
nance in Asia”, says Shen Yubing, a 
professor at Fudan University.

Chu says the exhibition will also 
serve as part of the celebration of 
the first China-Japan-South Korea 
Cultural Exchange Year, which will 
take place in 2025 and 2026. 

“About 3 percent of the visitors to
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An exhibition opened at the China 
Art Museum, Shanghai (Shanghai 
Art Museum) on New Year’s Eve to 
commemorate the 180th anniversa­
ry of Wu Changshuo’s birth.

Wu (1844-1927), a key Chinese art­
ist of the 20th century born in 
today’s Anji county in Huzhou of 
Zhejiang province, was a painter, 
calligrapher and seal carver. He is 
widely recognized as a leading fig­
ure of the Shanghai School of Art, or 
haipai, an artistic style and charac­
ter typical of Shanghai during the 
early 20th century.

He began learning seal engraving 
at age 14 with the help of his father 
and “never spent a day without it 
through the rest of his life” accord­
ing to Wu’s official biography com­
piled by Anji county.

Wang Qisen, artistic director of 
the exhibition, chose to focus the 
exhibition on Wu’s creations from 
1912 when the artist moved to 
Shanghai and settled in the city 
until his death in 1927.

“Coinciding with Wu’s settlement 
in Shanghai in 1912, the city’s art

scene entered a flourishing period 
when prominent artists emerged 
and great talents gathered in the 
city,” Wang says.

The year 1912 saw an important 
turning point in Chinese history 
when the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 
was overthrown by the Republic of 
China and Sun Yat-sen took office 
as the first president. A number of 
former high-ranking officials and 
renowned scholars moved to 
Shanghai, joining the city’s art 
community.

It was during his later years when 
Wu achieved his most significant 
breakthrough as an artist, Wang 
believes.

“His calligraphy was inspired by 
the inscriptions on ancient rock 
drums, bronze cauldrons and rock 
steles in the Han (206 BC-AD 220) 
and Jin (265-420) dynasties,” Wang 
says. “His later works were even 
bolder, sharper and more magnifi­
cent — he integrated classical calli­
graphic strokes into his paintings 
and developed a distinctive style 
deriving from traditional tech­
niques fused with the refined literati 
aesthetics and values for righteous-
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Changshuo had a great love for 
Pudong and Shanghai where he 
achieved his artistic peak, inspired 
and influenced by the city.

“The city nurtured him, turning 
him into a leading figure in the 
establishment and development of 
the Shanghai School of Art,” he con­
tinues. “He also taught many excel­
lent students, such as Pan Tianshou 
and Liu Haisu, and influenced 
important artists such as Qi Baishi 
and Mei Lanfang. Several of these 
people became cultural pillars of 
our country.”

Wang Yichuan, executive direct­
or of the China Art Museum, 
Shanghai, says the exhibition aims 
to “not only look back at the glori­
ous history of previous masters and 
show the cultural heritage of the 
city but also draw attention to their 
pursuit for innovation while keep­
ing faith in tradition”.

“I believe their approach and 
principles can still inspire new 
generations in search of creativity 
and innovation,” Wang Yichuan 
says.

The exhibition runs until March 
31.
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Clockwise from top left: The 
Port of Hong Kong, oil on canvas 
by Chen Baoyi. from the 
collection of the National Art 
Museum of China. Houses of 
Parliament, Symphony in Rose, 
by Claude Monet. Bridge at 
Auxerre, oil on canvas by Paul 
Signac. Pair of Swallows in 
Flight, oil on canvas by Wang 
Yuezhi, from the collection of 
the National Art Museum of 
China. Girl in a Lace Hat, oil on 
canvas by Pierre Auguste 
Renoir. Paris-2, oil painting by 
Raoul Dufy. Woman With a 
Scarf, oil on canvas by Henri 
Matisse, photos provided to china 
DAILY
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Xiling Yin She, or Xiling Seals 
Society. As the head of a number 
of artistic groups, he led art sales 
for charity fundraising, compiled 
poetry collections and played an 
active role in the establishment of 
an operative art market.

In 2024, several exhibitions and 
events at home and abroad cele­
brated his life and art. The ongoing 
exhibition at the China Art Muse­
um, Shanghai, is the largest and 
most comprehensive, displaying 
140 of his original artworks along 
with about 40 works by his friends, 
students and contemporaries.

Among the exhibits is a painting 
of peony blossoms created during 
his brief stay in Shanghai’s Pudong 
area.

“He supported the founding of 
the Pudong Middle School, the 
Shanghai East Hospital and collabo­
rated with Qian Hui’an to establish 
the Yuyuan Calligraphy and Paint­
ing Charity Society. These three 
institutions are still thriving,” says 
Wu Yue, a great-grandson of Wu 
Changshuo who serves as execu­
tive director of the Wu Changshuo 
Memorial Hall in Shanghai. “Wu

JW/k -V

together paintings by Asian artists
reflecting how they were influenced the Pola Museum are from China. I 
and inspired by Impressionism. hope that we will have more visi- 

Aside from works from the Pola tors after this exhibition,” says Kei- 
Museum’s collection, the Shanghai ko Imai, chief curator of the Pola 
Museum has borrowed artworks Museum.
from the National Art Museum of
China in Beijing, the Anhui Muse­
um and the Liu Haisu Art Museum zhangkun@chinadaily.com.cn
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hile unboxing the
painting 77?c Gleize
Bridge Over the
Vigueirat Canal by

Vincent van Gogh in the presence
of journalists on Monday, Shanghai
Museum East announced the open­
ing of ticket sales for its upcoming
exhibition Masterpieces of the Pola
Museum of Art From Impressionism
to Contemporary Art, which will run
from Jan 22 to April 21.

The Pola Museum of Art, located 
in Hakone-machi of the Kanagawa
Prefecture in Japan, is home to an \
exclusive private collection of West­
ern art distinguished by its quality
and quantity.

Its collection was founded by Tsu- Staff members of Shanghai Museum unpack The Gleize Bridge Over the sions of light and color, 
neshi Suzuki, son of the founder of VigueiratCanal, apainting by VincentvanGogh, gao erqiang / china daily

the Pola Group, a cosmetics compa­
ny. Suzuki loved painting and Chi­
nese ceramics and began acquiring tions, this will be the first time the
distinguished collections in the institution presents a comprehen-
1960s. He passed away in 2000, two sive, systematic and panoramic
years before the Pola Museum exhibition of the art form, which,
opened. arguably, had the most extensive

The upcoming exhibition at impact on Chinese and Asian art,
Shanghai Museum East is the first says Chu Xiaobo, director of the
time the Pola exhibits its collection Shanghai Museum.
in China, and is hailed as “the most Curated by the Shanghai Muse-
ambitious overseas exhibition to urn’s team, the exhibition will con-
date”, according to Hiroko Noguchi, sist of six chapters — the prologue
director of the Pola Museum. features Realism, the Barbizon

The 69 paintings selected from School and the Prelude to Impres-
the core collection of the Pola sionism-, the second and third
Museum encapsulate the pivotal chapters Center Stage: The Birth of
era of the late 19 th to mid-20 th cen- Impressionism through its Exhibi-
turies in Western art history, Nogu- tion and More Brilliance: The
chi says. They span from seminal Emergence of Neo-Impressionism
works of early French Impression- and Post-Impressionism Showcase
ists such as Claude Monet and will bring together works by some
Pierre Auguste Renoir and the mas- of the most celebrated masters,
teipieces of groundbreaking post- including six Monet paintings
Impressionists such as Paul selected out of 19 in the Pola Muse-
Cezanne, Van Gogh and Paul Gaug- um collection.
uin, who were revered as trailblaz- The fourth chapter Legacy of
ers by latter-day painters, to the Light Modem Art After Impres-
epochal creations of 20th-century sionism consists of works by Matis-
masters such as Pablo Picasso, se, Picasso and Braque, showing the
Georges Braque and Henri Matisse, emergence of Fauvism, Cubism and 

Although Shanghai Museum has the colorful Modernism art scene.
showcased several Impressionist The fifth chapter Echoes: West­
masterpieces in its past exhibi- em-style Painting in the AczsT brings
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allow the culture and tourism 
industries to contribute to rural 
vitalization and urban renewal.

Miao says the ministry will also 
enhance the industrial chain and 
drive transformation through 
technological innovation.

“We will actively explore effec­
tive mechanisms for the integra­

te the ice fishing season.
The visa-free transit policy allows 

international visitors to explore 
beyond famous sites and experience 
new cultures, Raschid says, adding 
that his friends and family plan to 
join him in Northeast China for whi­
ter tourism.

At Lianhuan Lake in the Mongoli­
an autonomous county of Dorbod, 
Heilongjiang, a crowd cheered as a 
plentiful catch was hauled in during 
the annual ice fishing event.

The first haul yielded 175,000 kg 
of fish, which were sold at auction. 
Locally, the first winter catch is con­
sidered a symbol of good fortune.

During the ice fishing season, 
tourists can enjoy freshly prepared

I

set breeding guidelines and artifi­
cial breeding regulations.

Heilongjiang produced 643,000 
metric tons of fish in the first three 
quarters of 2024, a 5 percent 
increase on the previous year, with 
the value of its fisheries rising to 
13.17 billion yuan, a 5.8 percent year- 
on-year growth, according to the 
provincial agriculture and rural 
affairs department.

promote the integration of culture 
and tourism with sectors like agri­
culture, commerce, sports, film 
and television, low-altitude avia­
tion, aerospace, and traditional 
Chinese medicine. More effort will 
go into expanding urban, rural, 
online, nighttime, and interna­
tional consumption spaces to

CHANGCHUN/HARBIN - A 
school of large fish thrashed about 
in a mile-long fish seine (a type of 
fishing net which hangs vertically in 
the water with floats at the top and 
weights at the bottom), hauled from 
the frozen Chagan Lake in North­
east China, as cheering crowds 
watched.

This spectacle was part of the mil­
lennium-old tradition of ice fishing, 
which lias gained modern populari­
ty as part of the country’s booming 
winter tourism sector.

Shamilev Raschid, an interna­
tional student from Germany, was 
among the onlookers at the fishing 
event in Jilin province. He also had 
the chance to try his hand at the 
ancient craft, learning how to haul 
the net through ice holes.

Raschid, who was part of a group 
of international students from Ji­
lin University, says he finds ice fish­
ing and the harmony between 
people and nature in the province 
impressive.

The tradition has emerged as the 
latest winter attraction in Jilin and 
neighboring Heilongjiang province, 
with the two-month season expect­
ed to last until mid-February.

In addition to the excitement,

tural and tourism products, and 
introduce a package of policies to 
promote the prosperity of cultural 
and tourism spending.

“By fully leveraging the advan­
tages of China’s massive market, 
we will track and analyze changes 
in social consumption psychology, 
align with the upgrading of con­
sumption and growing individual 
demand,” Miao says.

“We will organize a variety of 
promotional activities to optimize 
the consumption environment, 
enhance the consumer experi­
ence, and produce innovative sce­
narios. This will effectively drive 
secondary and derivative con­
sumption, fueling its potential,” 
he adds.

The ministry will continue to

Forum in Beijing discusses importance of sectors to domestic economy 
and their wider ramifications, Yang Feiyue reports.

fresh fish soup is a visitor favorite. 
“Northeastern Chinese cuisine is 
full of flavor, and I’m impressed by 
the warm hospitality,” says Allah- 
verdiyeva Nazrin, an Azerbaijani 
student.

Ice fishing at Chagan Lake dates 
back to the Liao Dynasty (916-1125) 
and was recognized as a national 
intangible cultural heritage in 2008. 
The recent surge in tourism has 
breathed new life into the ancient 
practice.

Since the first seasonal haul on 
Dec 18,2024, fishermen have land­
ed several “red nets” — single 
catches exceeding 50,000 kilo­
grams — which not only sparked 
cheers from spectators but also 
attracted millions of viewers 
through livestreaming.

During last year’s snow season, 
Chagan Lake had 1.4 million visits, a 
remarkable year-on-year increase of 
229.9 percent, generating record­
breaking tourism revenue of 1.25 bil­
lion yuan ($173.87 million).

In December, China relaxed its 
visa-free transit policy, extending 
the permitted stay for eligible for­
eign travelers from 72 or 144 hours 
to 240 hours, and this is expected to 
attract more international tourists

tion of Nature Red List of Threaten­
ed Species, has been bred and 
farmed artificially in lakes here. 

“Huso dauricus has become a sig­
nature specialty of Tongjiang. We 
plan to develop the entire chain, 
from gourmet products and cosmet­
ics to health supplements,” says 
Wang Lin, mayor of Tongjiang city. 

Lyu Hang, deputy mayor of Da­
qing city, says that a paitnership has 
been formed with the Heilongjiang 
River Fisheries Research Institute to

ft

A tourist poses with fish caught during the 23rd Ice and Snow 
Fishing and Hunting Cultural Tourism Festival, which opened on 
Dec 28 in Songyuan city, Jilin province, zhang yao / china news service

authentic dishes to the soothing 
sound of horsehead fiddles and tra­
ditional dances, while enjoying the 
fishing and hunting culture.

The ice fishing season on Lianhu­
an Lake, which runs until Feb 14, has 
transformed the remote lake into a 
hub, drawing crowds of anglers and 
tourists to its icy shores. Local 
authorities expect to welcome 
200,000 visitors and generate 200 
million yuan in revenue this season. 

China has plans to make its win­
ter economy a new growth sector 
worth 1.2 trillion yuan by 2027 and 
1.5 trillion yuan by 2030, according 
to guidelines issued by the General 
Office of the State Council in 
November.

Heilongjiang lias unleashed the 
potential of traditional ice fishing to 
boost the local fishery industry by 
expanding its industrial chain.

The province boasts over 6.5 mil­
lion mu (about 433,333 hectares) of 
aquaculture ventures raising 100 
fish species. Several cities have suc­
cessfully integrated the develop­
ment of aquaculture with tourism.

Huso dauricus, a large predatory 
sturgeon that was once a critically 
endangered species listed on the 
International Union for Conserva-
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Allahverdiyeva Nazrin,
Azerbaijani student
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al strength as a nation,” Fu says. 
He says that the Yangtze River is 

not merely a geographical space 
but also a historical and cultural 
one.

“Through this river, we have 
constructed the collective memo­
ry of China. This memory has 
been passed down through four 
key channels across generations: 
history, literature, art and reli­
gion,” Fu explains.

The rice farming that originated 
in the Yangtze River basin made a 
huge contribution to the world, 
serving as one of the most impor­
tant resources for the develop­
ment of society in Asia, while the 
success of water management in 
the Yangtze River region contrib­
uted to the development of the 
early social structures and func­
tions, he adds.

The water-centered social struc­
ture and ethos formed around 
water management, such as the 
philosophy of shangshan ruoshui 
(“the highest good is like water”), 
are symbols of the culture of 
Jiangnan (the region south of the 
lower reaches of the Yangtze Riv­
er), and constitute its essence, Fu 
says.

Huang Changyong, president of 
the Shanghai Theatre Academy, 
calls attention to rural culture and 
civilization in China’s moderniza­
tion process and urges under­
standing of rural changes from 
the perspectives of environment, 
culture, and structure.

“I believe there are some funda­
mental differences between the 
modernization processes of China 
and the West. From a certain per­
spective, China is more deeply 
rooted in an agrarian social foun­
dation or a civilization centered 
around mountains and rivers,” 
Huang says.

Huang adds that many out­
standing works of literature are 
set in villages.

“Therefore, I believe that while 
focusing on the development of 
urban cultural industries, we 
must also place great emphasis on 
the countryside, as cultural devel­
opment in rural areas is even 
more crucial,” Huang says.

Li Xiangmin, a senior official 
from the Nanjing University of 
the Arts based in Jiangsu prov­
ince, believes the process of Chi­
nese modernization has global 
significance.

In its pursuit of modernization, 
China should emphasize its cul­
tural foundations and establish a 
development path with distinc­
tive Chinese characteristics, he 
says.

China’s traditional culture, 
guided by core principles such as 
benevolence, prioritizing the 
needs of the people, upholding 
integrity, advocating justice, valu­
ing harmony, and pursuing uni­
versal unity, facilitates the 
coordinated development of spiri­
tual and material civilizations, 
while the humanistic economic 
philosophy of Chinese-style mod­
ernization provides new perspec­
tives and solutions to global 
challenges, reflecting its essential 
value in addressing universal 
human issues, Li adds.

Northeastern Chinese 
cuisine is full of 
flavor, and I’m 
impressed by the 
warm hospitality.”
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The culture and tourism industries have 

increasingly played a vital role in stabilizing 
growth, expanding consumption, promoting 

employment and improving livelihoods.” 
Miao Muyang, director of the Industrial Development 
Department of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism

-

Clockwise from top left: An artist introduces a piece of artwork from the Inner Mongolia autonomous region during the Fornm on 
International Cultural Industries in Beijing. Experts and scholars unveil an artificial intelligence aesthetic content creator capable of 
producing texts and photos at the fornm. The range of creative practices in the arts industry was one of the main topics explored. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

tion of culture and technology, 
promote the digital transforma­
tion of traditional cultural indus­
tries, and increase the supply of 
high-quality products,” Miao says. 

Fu Caiwu, head of the National 
Institute of Cultural Develop­
ment, Wuhan University, based in 
Hubei province, emphasizes the 
importance of identifying and 
presenting the culture of the 
Yangtze River.

“The reason why China has 
been able to reach where it is 
today, presenting its current form, 
lies in the foundational presence 
of the Yangtze River and Yellow 
River civilizations. The existence 
of these two civilizations has 
made China distinctive, and has 
laid the foundation for our cultur-
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overnment officials, 
scholars and experts 
exchanged notes on 
ways of stimulating cul­

tural innovation and creative 
vitality at the Forum on Interna­
tional Cultural Industries in Bei­
jing on Saturday.

This year is the final year of the 
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) and 
a critical year for developing the 
15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30), 
says Xiang Yong, head of Peking 
University’s Institute for Cultural 
Industries, the forum’s host. 

“This forum aims to not only 
summarize the experiences and 
measures of the past year and 
assess the overall progress of the 
14th Five-Year Plan, but also pro­
vide insight and forecasts for the 
upcoming cultural system reform 
and development of cultural heri­
tage and the cultural industry” 
Xiang adds.

The forum focused on a wide 
range of topics, including cultural 
creativity empowerment by artifi­
cial intelligence, integration of 
culture and tourism with rural 
vitalization, and effective mecha­
nisms for the integration of cul­
ture and technology.

Zhang Xu, president of the 
World Tourism Alliance, says that 
the government has introduced a 
series of policies to deepen cultur­
al system reforms and promote 
the healthy development of the 
cultural sector.

“Among these, the integration of 
culture and tourism has seen sig­
nificant achievements,” Zhang 
says.

In the first three quarters of 
2024, the number of domestic 
trips reached 4.2 billion, an 
increase of 563 million compared 
to the same period of the previous 
year, representing year-on-year 
growth of 15.3 percent. Spending 
by domestic tourists amounted to 
4.35 trillion yuan ($593.3 billion), 
an increase of 665 billion yuan 
year-on-year.

The development of new for­
mats featuring the integration of 
tourism with cultural heritage, 
museums, performing arts, and 
film and television has played a 
crucial role in stimulating 
domestic demand, promoting 
employment, activating the mar­
ket, and boosting confidence, 
Zhang says.

In 2023, the added value of cul­
tural and associated industries 
reached 5.94 trillion yuan, 
accounting for 4.59 percent of 
GDP, the National Bureau of Sta­
tistics of China reported. The add­
ed value of tourism and associated 
industries in China reached 5.48 
trillion yuan the same year, 
accounting for 4.24 percent of 
GDP.

“We expect that by 2024, the 
combined contribution of these 
two industries to GDP will exceed 
9 percent. The culture and tour­
ism industries have increasingly 
played a vital role in stabilizing 
growth, expanding consumption, 
promoting employment and 
improving livelihoods,” says Miao 
Muyang, director of the Industrial 
Development Department of the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism. 

According to Miao, the ministry 
will focus on promoting spending 
and increasing the supply of cul-
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