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President-elect Donald Trump speaks at his victory rally at the Capital One Arena on Sunday in Washington DC. Trump will be sworn in as
the 47th president of the United States on Monday in the Capitol Rotunda, scott olson / getty images via a fp
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The recent passing away of 
former US president Jimmy Cart­
er serves as a reminder that even 
in the midst of ups and downs in 
China-US relations, one aspect 
remains unchanged: the inter­
ests of China and the United 
States are deeply interconnected, 
Inside and trough respect 

and a spirit of coop­
eration, it can lead to 
mutually beneficial
results.

While some in the US may find 
this hard to believe, but irrespec­
tive of the current state of China- 
US relations, the common 
interests of the two countries 
haven’t diminished in any way. 
Rather, given the complicated 
state of our relations and the 
world, they’ve actually 
increased.

Unfortunately, over the past 
decade, mutual distrust between 
China and US has grown and

become entrenched. There is 
enormous distrust in the relation­
ship. The distrust on the US side 
stems from a belief that China’s 
goal is not only to enhance its 
international status and achieve 
national rejuvenation, but also to 
weaken the US’ hegemonic posi­
tion as a global power. China’s dis­
trust centers on the US’ intentions 
to try to contain China.

With the advent of any new US 
president, there is always an 
opportunity for the incoming 
administration to explore ways to 
foster better China-US relations. 

However, the US President 
Donald Trump lias a track record 
from a previous stint in office — 
one marked by economic and 
political belligerence toward 
China.

The question is will Trump 
change course and look to 
improve relations or continue his 
harsh rhetoric and treatment of 
China. The signs so far suggest 
that we shouldn’t be optimistic, 
at least in the short term.

SOCCER LEAGUE HELPS
GUIZHOU CONNECT 

WITH WORLD

By YANG JUN in Guiyang 
yangjun@chinadailyeom.cn
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ByHENGWEILI in New York 
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According to Wang Yonggui, 
deputy head of the Guizhou Village 
Super League office, as many as 
3,000 players from 108 teams par­
ticipated in the latest competition, 
which witnessed a sharp increase 
in scale compared with the previ­
ous two years. The league was born 
in 2023 with 20 local teams and has 
since attracted participants from 
across China and beyond.

After a brief weekend outage, 
TikTok was up and running again 
on Sunday in the United States after 
President-elect Donald Thimp said he 
would issue an executive order Mon­
day to keep the popular video platform 
active.

It was the latest in a flurry of news 
about the short-form video site, which 
is owned by Beijing-based ByteDance 
and has gained some prominent sup­
porters in the US.

TikTok went dark around 10:30 pm 
ET Saturday but was back online just 
before 12:30 pm on Sunday. “Sorry, 
TikTok isn’t available right now,” 
users were told in a pop-up message 
Saturday

The next day, a new pop-up said: 
“Welcome back! Thanks for your 
patience and support As a result of 
President Thump’s efforts, TikTok is 
back in the US! You can continue 
to create, share, and discover all the 
tilings you love on TikTok.”

Thump wrote on his Truth Social 
platform on Sunday morning: “I’m 
asking companies not to let TikTok 
stay dark! I will issue an executive 
order on Monday to extend the period 
of time before the law’s prohibitions 
take effect, so that we can make a deal 
to protect our national security.

“The order will also confirm that 
there will be no 1 iabil i ty for any compa­
ny that helped keep TikTok from going 
dark before my order. Americans 
deserve to see our exciting Inaugura­
tion on Monday, as well as other events 
and conversations,” Tramp wrote.

“I would like the United States to 
have a 50 percent ownership posi­
tion in a joint venture.... Without US 
approval, there is no Tik Tok. With 
our approval, it is worth hundreds 
of billions of dollars - maybe trillions. 
Therefore, my initial thought is a joint 
venture between the current owners 
and/or new owners.”

In a post on X.com on Sunday by 
@TikTokPolicy, the platform said: ‘In 
agreement with our service providers, 
TikTok is in die process of restoring 
service. We thank President Thump 
for providing the necessary clarity and
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qualifier match between 
Xiaorai village and Panxue 
tallage marked the start of 

the Guizhou Village Super League 
tournament on Jan 4 in Rongjiang 
county in Southwest China’s Gui­
zhou province, the birthplace of 
the hugely popular soccer events 
also known as Cun Chao.

The village super league has 
become a massive hit both in China 
and abroad, showcasing the 
immense popularity of the game 
among locals and the region’s rich 
ethnic culture.

Porcelain relics 
shed light on trade 
across ocean

When asked how to 
approach the two nations’ 
differences in this area, 
and how the China-US 
cyber relationship might 
develop, Wang said that 
China has pointed out that 
the two major countries 
should not stop interacting 
with each other, but should

have mutual respect, peaceful coex­
istence and win-win cooperation, 
and should continue moving for­
ward on a stable, healthy and sus­
tainable path.

China is willing to “build a future- 
oriented China-US cyber relation­
ship” Wang said.

Currently, the two sides have 
differences in the cyber area, “but 
they are fully capable of acting on 
equal footing and with mutual 
respect, discussing any matters of 
concern with each other openly 
and honestly, taking facts and 
supporting evidence as a basis 
and using common rules as 
benchmarks” he said.

“More important, from a broader 
scope and a longer-tenn perspec­
tive, we should figure out what kind

------------♦-------------
Cun Chao puts region on the global map, drawing 
thousands of tourists and improving livelihoods

carried out long-running, 
systematic and large-scale 
cyberattacks against Chi­
na” he said.

Such attacks “include 
cyber espionage as well as 
cyberattacks that jeopar­
dize the security of China’s
critical infrastructure in Wang Lei 
areas such as telecommu­
nication, finance and transporta­
tion” he added.

“We also introduced to the US 
side the scope and basis adopted for 
classifying China’s critical infra­
structure in accordance with Chi­
na's relevant laws and regulations, 
and made clear China’s seriousness 
in protecting its own critical infta- 
stracture security” Wang said. 

Beijing has emphasized that 
Washington “should first carry out 
what it asks others to do” he said. 

“The crux of the matter is that the 
US side should take China’s con­
cerns seriously, and it should not 
consider itself justified just because 
it speaks louder. It does not work 
when it willfully sets rules for other 
countries based on what it calls a 
position of strength,” he added.

A message reading “Sorry, TikTok isn’t available right now" is dis­
played on the cellphone screen of a TikTok app user in Los Angeles, 
the United States, on Saturday. TikTok went dark late Saturday in the 
US as a ban on the popular video-sharing app took effect, andy bao / ap

assurance to our sendee providers that 
they will face no penalties providing 
TikTok to over 170 million Americans 
and allowing over 7 million small busi­
nesses to thrive.

“It’s a strong stand for the First 
Amendment and against arbitrary 
censorship. We will work with Presi­
dent Trump on a long-term solu­
tion that keeps TikTok in the United 
States,” the statement said.

The Protecting Americans from For­
eign Adversary Controlled Applica­
tions Act — passed by Congress by a 
wide margin in the spring and upheld 
by the Supreme Court on Friday — 
required ByteDance to cut ties with 
the platform’s US operations by Jan 
19, due to alleged national security 
concerns. The statute, however, gives 
the sitting president authority to grant 
a 90-day extension if a viable sale were 
underway.

Google and Apple had removed the 
app from their digital stores to comply 
with the law by Sunday or potentially 
face hefty fines.

US Senator Rand Riul, a Kentucky 
Republican, took a strong stand for 
Tiklbk in a post on Xcom on Saturday. 

“Why am I joining @tiktok_us 
just as the government ban begins? 
Because I don’t like being told what to 
do,” he wrote. “I don’t like being told 
what I can think or say. The courts 
may think @tiktok_us is excluded 
from the first amendment. I don’t. I 
join @tiktok_us today as a form of 
civil disobedience. To the 170 million 
Americans using @tiktok_us: Don’t 
give in and don’t give up. Resist”

The ban, though, still has support 
among US lawmakers.

Senator Tom Cotton, an Arkansas 
Republican, warned companies on 
Sunday not to provide Tiklbk with the 
technical support it needs.

“Any company that hosts, distrib­
utes, sendees, or otherwise facilitates 
communist-controlled TikTok could 
face hundreds of billions of dollars of 
ruinous liability under the law; not just 
from (the Justice Department), but 
also under securities law, shareholder 
lawsuits, and state AGs,” Cotton wrote 
on X. “Think about it.”

Washington should take serious­
ly Beijing’s concerns about US 
cyberattacks on China, and Beijing 
is also willing to build a cyber rela­
tionship with the US featuring 
peace, stability and mutual respect 
through dialogue, a senior Chinese 
diplomat said.

Wang Lei, the Foreign Ministry’s 
coordinator for cyber and digital 
affairs, made the comments at a time 
when cyberspace security has 
become a hot issue in China-US ties. 

Earlier this month, US National 
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said, 
“We have sent clear messages to 
(China) about what it would actual­
ly mean if they acted to disrupt 
American critical infrastructure 
and how we would respond.”

Wang said, “We have made it 
clear to the (Joe) Biden administra­
tion that China rejects the US accu­
sations against China on individual 
cases in the absence of evidence.”

At the same time, Beijing has 
made clear to the US its concerns 
after “China found that the US has
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Israel-Hamas ceasefire comes 
into force after 3-hour delay
WORLD, PAGE 9

of cyber relationship China and the 
US should establish, and what kind 
of rales should be used for their 
interaction, and we should jointly 
explore the right way to get along 
with each other in cyberspace,” he 
said.

China and the US have the largest 
influence in the global cyber 
domain, and both rely heavily on 
cyberspace, Wang noted.

Furthermore, both sides have 
similar concerns about maintain­
ing their own cybersecurity', espe­
cially critical infrastructure 
security, he added.

“Maintaining peace and stability 
in cyberspace is not only in the com­
mon interest of both sides, but 
should be the goal of their joint 
efforts,” he said.

“We are willing to work with the 
US side to build a China-US cyber 
relationship featuring peace, stabil­
ity and mutual respect through dia­
logue,” Wang added, “because we 
firmly believe that this is in the long 
ran the best way to address the 
common concerns of both sides, no 
matter how the US administration 
changes”.

By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangyunbi @chinadaily.com.cn
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Shift to renewables to fuel growth 
of energy industry amid challenges 
BUSINESS, PAGE 7

INSIDE

Australia’s role in 
mitigating major­

country competition 
Global Views, page 13

He plans to issue executive order upon return 
to office to delay ban on ByteDance platform

WORLD WATCH
By Jon Taylor

with stability, 
cooperation 
will benefit all
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Soccer: Beautiful game unites the world
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Kang Xiao,
associate professor at Beijing Foreign Studies University

Liu Boqian contributed
to this story.

Danny Green played in a charity 
match in the county, and after the 
game, wore a Miao silver necklace 
on the court and danced hand in 
hand with locals.

Zhang Hongjun, a village basket­
ball player, said, “I have always 
dreamed of going to the NBA but I 
never expected that one day these 
players would come to my home­
town, learn our Miao language and 
participate in the ethnic dance 
with us.”

While the Village Super League 
celebrates local traditions, it is also 
an opportunity for the young gener­
ation to connect with the global soc­
cer community.

In November, a Rongjiang youth 
team traveled to Brazil. As part of 
the league’s exchange program, the 
six-member team visited the iconic 
Maracana Stadium and trained 
with CR Flamengo, a top club in Rio 
de Janeiro.

On Nov 16, the children attended 
the first leg of the Brazilian Women’s

■'i—i

Madrid players, while a Guizhou 
team traveled to France fora compe­
tition in July last year.

During the National Day holiday, 
Rongjiang county welcomed nearly 
500,000 visitors — over 100,000 
more than its permanent popula­
tion. This influx generated 602 mil­
lion yuan ($821 million) in tourism 
revenue, marking a 22 percent year- 
on-year increase.

Rongjiang has hosted delegations 
of diplomats as well as soccer teams 
from nations like Portugal, England 
and Brazil ever since the league 
started.
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Soccer Premier League 
appeared on the field as ball kids for 
the Flamengo team.

For 10-year-old Xu Xiangyang, 
the trip was an eye-opener. “Brazil’s 
stadiums are huge and their players 
are so skilled. I can see the confi­
dence and brilliance shining in 
their eyes,” he said.

Xu, w'ho has been playing soccer 
for two years, told China Daily that 
he was inspired by a foreign soccer 
star he saw on TV, whose charisma 
left a lasting impression.

“Although we lost to the Flamen­
go player, I am very excited and hap­
py. Their passes, physical fitness and 
positioning are much better than 
ours, and there is still a lot for us to 
learn,” Xu said. “I want to see more 
of the world and, one day, become 
the kind of player I admire most.”

This is not the first time Rong­
jiang soccer teams have participated 
in international exchanges. In 
December 2023, a youth women’s 
team visited Spain to meet with Real

us, as Latin Americans and from 
the Caribbeans, feel a connection to 
Cun Chao. In the passion of the chil­
dren and players of Rongjiang for 
the sport, we see the same dreams 
that resonate in our region.”

After the game, Kaka proudly 
held up local specialties Tashixiang 
lamb and Xiaoxiang chicken, all the 
while grinning from ear to ear.

‘The Village Super League is 
more than a sports event; it’s a car­
nival blending soccer, food and eth­
nic culture,” said Ouyang Zhangwei, 
the league’s project head.

Guizhou lias a rich cultural tapes­
try, being home to 17 ethnic minority 
groups, including the Miao, Bouyei, 
Dong andYi.

During game breaks, the crowd 
enjoys Miao folk songs and the 
Dong Grand Song, an intangible 
cultural heritage. Foreign visitors, 
enchanted by the vibrant ethnic cul­
ture, often join the celebrations.

“We have started receiving inter­
national tourists since July 2023, 
and they are very curious about 
everything in our village,” said com­
mittee director Cen Jianglong of 
Taipan, a village in the province’s 
Taijiang county.

The recognition of their culture 
has been gratifying for Cen. “I 
remember a group of tourists being 
fascinated by our intangible cultural 
heritage, such as the wooden drum 
dance. They even joined in, moving 
to the rhythm of the dram beats.”

Cun BA a village basketball 
league that started in Taipan tillage 
in 2022, has also gained internation­
al attention. In July, NBA player

behind our crafts. Many buy them 
as souvenirs, which lias increased 
our income.”

To attract more customers, Li 
posted her interactions with foreign 
visitors on social media.

‘This promotion unexpectedly 
helps lure more attention to my 
store,” she explained.

Kang Xiao, an associate professor 
at Beijing Foreign Studies Universi­
ty’s School of International Rela­
tions and Diplomacy, said, “The 
grassroots essence of Cun Chao is 
what makes it truly special.”

Kang emphasized that rural vitali- 
zation goes beyond economic growth. 

“It’s about enriching people’s cul­
tural lives and enhancing their men­
tal well-being,” he explained.

Argentine ambassador Salvia said 
during his speech in Guizhou, “They 
(the games) reflect the genuine ener­
gy and enthusiasm of local commu­
nities for the sport, demonstrating 
how soccer is deeply integrated into 
the daily lives of the people.”

Kang likened international 
exchanges to building friendships, 
emphasizing the need to find com­
mon ground from an everyday per­
spective.

Sports, Kang noted, speak a uni­
versal language. “The passion and 
determination displayed by Gui­
zhou villagers on the field embody 
their aspirations for a better life. 
That’s what resonates with interna­
tional audiences.”

He added, “The villagers of Rongji­
ang may not speak English or Span­
ish, but they speak the universal 
language of sports. When foreign ath­
letes step onto the village soccer field, 
they’re met with cheers and a shared 
connection that transcends words.”

Kang also expressed concerns 
about Cun Chao losing its viral status. 
“Its growth shouldn’t depend on tem­
poraryonline feme. Instead, it should 
focus on preserving its grassroots 
spirit while building structured inter­
national sports exchanges,” he said.

Efforts to expand the internation­
al reach of the Village Super League 
are already in motion.

Rongjiang hosted a grassroots 
soccer coach training session led by 
die Premier League on Dec 2.

The program involved 42 partici­
pants, including the league’s players 
and local PE teachers.

In 2023, the league signed a strate­
gic partnership with the Premier 
League and launched several train­
ing programs, with plans to organize 
community soccer tournaments.

The plan aims to promote Cun 
Chao domestically, attract foreign 
teams and eventually' host interna­
tional tournaments.

“We’re currently in the second 
phase and aim to invite more for­
eign teams and influencers this 
year,” Ouyang revealed.

“Our goal is to strengthen part­
nerships with leagues like the Pre­
mier League and La Liga to learn 
from their events organization, fens 
engagement and soccer culture,” he 
added.

During the third session of the 
14th Guizhou Provincial People’s 
Congress on Sunday, Governor Li 
Bingjun outlined the province’s 
2025 goals to promote mass sports 
participation and advance competi­
tive sports development.

Sfcir

Bridging worlds

When Kaka stepped onto the field 
in Rongjiang wearing jersey num­
ber 22 on May 28, the crowd erupted 
in cheers, chanting “Come on” in the 
Dong ethnic group language.

During the match, Kaka scored a 
stunning goal, which he celebrated 
with his signature gesture of point­
ing to the sky. Beyond the field, he 
encouraged local girls to compete in 
a youth game, recalled one spectator. 

“In Brazil, we grow up playing 
soccer — it is part of our culture. 
What I saw here today is quite the 
same,” Kaka shared.

Marcelo Gabriel Suarez Salvia, 
tiie Argentine ambassador to Chi­
na, echoed the sentiment. “Many of

Personal connections

Visiting foreign teams often stay 
in local villages, where they enjoy 
authentic local cuisine. “This not 
only gives foreign visitors a taste of 
rustic village life but also spreads the 
benefits of tourism more widely,” 
Ouyang said.

In Taipan village, the birthplace 
of Cun BA once unfamiliar to for­
eign visitors, English signs are now 
common and local vendors have 
picked up basic English phrases.

Li Zhouzhou, who runs a Miao 
handicraft shop, said these 
changes have brought unexpected 
opportunities.

“Wien Cun BA first gained atten­
tion, tourists from Singapore visited 
my shop. They are drawn to Miao sil­
ver jewelry and embroidery, which 
have become their favorites,” she said. 

Li never imagined that her shop 
would attract so many international 
travelers. “Foreign visitors love the 
intricate designs and the stories
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Among the players this year was 
31-year-old David Geary. A teacher 
at Guizhou University, Geary lived 
in Rongjiang as a child, moving 
back to the United Kingdom when 
he was 14.

He said that his love for soccer 
and Guizhou made him return to 
China. He considers Rongjiang his 
second home. Considered as one of 
them by the villagers of Liubaitang, 
he was allowed to join the village 
team and has played for it for two 
consecutive years.

“It’s nice to see people playing soc­
cer and cheering on their village. I’m 
proud to be a part of it, proud to be 
someone from Rongjiang,” said 
Geary, adding that he hopes some 
young players will shine enough in 
the Village Super League to go pro­
fessional.

Besides the Guizhou Village 
Super League, Rongjiang county is 
set to organize the first session of a 
national-level Village Super 
League. Invitational events with 
countries involved in the Belt and 
Road Initiative are also expected to 
be held during the National Day 
holiday this year, Wang of the super 
league office said.

In May last year, Brazilian soccer 
star Ricardo Izecson dos Santos 
Leite, aka Kaka, visited Guizhou and 
played in a charity match in Rongji­
ang county.

In September, 24 diplomats from 
countries including Argentina, Mex­
ico and Brazil played a friendly 
match against a local team in the 
county.

The local players are not profes­
sionals but farmers, construction 
workers, teachers and students, 
brought together by their shared 
passion for the game. On the field, 
they represent the pride and aspira­
tions of their respective villages.

In the stands, traditionally attired 
local villagers and international 
tourists cheer their favorite teams 
together. Rongjiang’s stadiums, 
where admission is free, are packed 
for every game.

Wang Yonggui, who was a shop 
owner and member of the Feng- 
huang village team, played in the 
international match held in late 
September. “We’re amateurs, but 
soccer brings joy to everyone on the 
team,” he said.

Wang is an avid Cristiano Ronal­
do fan. “I admire his discipline and 
passion,” he said, pointing to his col­
lection of Ronaldo jerseys and post­
ers at home.

“Soccer connects us to new friends 
and a bigger world,” he added.

‘ * *
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Above left: Brazilian players celebrate scoring a goal during a friendly match with China in Rongjiang on Oct 4. Above right: Players of Hotdog Team
from the United States and Thom Pear Team from Guizhou receive a warm welcome as they enter the field in Rongjiang in June, photos by zhou

guangsheng / for china daily Below: NBA player Danny Green plays in a charity match in Taijiang county in July, zhang kui / for china daily

The villagers of Rongjiang may not speak 
English or Spanish, but they speak the 

universal language of sports. When foreign 
athletes step onto the village soccer field, 

they’re met with cheers and a shared 
connection that transcends words.”
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Left: Foreign students from Guizhou University and players of Jiangxi team in action during a Village Super League match in Rongjiang county, Guizhou province, in April, zhou guangsheng / for china daily 
Right: Former NBA player Stephon Marbury dances with locals in Taijiang county in July, 2023. zhang kui / for china daily
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Xinjiang vows to fight
against US sanctions
Regional government to help enterprises find footing in new markets

TikTok: A reprieve forRelations: Antagonistic approach should be abandoned
platforms US presence
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Fan Feifei in Beijing and agencies
contributed to this story.

move away from this approach. 
We know this because since the 
formal establishment of diplomat­
ic relations between China and 
the US 46 years ago, the two 
nations have found ways to 
improve relations in the midst of 
crisis and contention. As the 
world’s most important bilateral 
relationship, it’s critically impor­
tant for the two countries to find 
common ground.

For a scholar who teaches cours­
es on Chinese politics and Chinese 
foreign policy, the current state of 
China-US relations is not just lam­
entable; it’s disheartening. Stu­
dents, scholars, artists and citizens 
are losing out on opportunities for 
people-to-people exchanges, tour­
ism, cultural understanding and 
educational exchanges. China and 
the US are losing out on important 
country-to-country cooperation on 
a host of critical global issues ran­
ging from climate change to global 

governance to trade to anti-terror- 
ism to economic development to 
cybersecurity.

Late Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping and Carter’s leadership 
in 1979 opened a historic chapter 
in China-US relations. Carter saw 
establishing diplomatic relations 
with China as one of the most sig­
nificant — and correct — decisions 
he made as president. Both Deng 
and Carter’s historic contribution 
to the normalization and develop­
ment of China-US relations reso­
nates today with the continued 
hope that China-US relations will 
improve and move forward 
toward stability, cooperation and 
mutual respect benefiting not 
only both countries but the world.

By XING YI in Davos, Switzerland 
ringyi @chinadaily com.cn

Contact the writers at
cuijia@chinadaily.com.cn

Trump is poised to escalate the 
hard-line approach that he took 
toward China during his first 
term as president. We should 
expect efforts at deepening eco­
nomic decoupling, heightening 
military pressure, and engaging in 
imprudent actions that will 
almost certainly upset China and 
further destabilize relations. 

Trump has already named peo­
ple for his second administration 
who can rightly be described as 
uncompromising China hawks. 
Not a good sign if we’re hoping for 
a quick improvement in China-US 
relations.

It should also be noted that 
while the more antagonistic turn 
in China-US relations may have 
begun during Thimp’s first term, 
this policy was continued by 
former president Joe Biden. That 
said, there’s an opportunity to

The author is a professor of politi­
cal science at the University of Tex­
as at San Antonio, the United 
States. The views do not necessari­
ly reflect those of China Daily.

Dave Portnoy, founder of the 
Barstool Sports website, in a video 
posted to his 3.4 million followers 
on X on Thursday, said federal offi­
cials were “detached from reality”. 

“There’s just no way you can 
ruin that many jobs, livelihoods, 
careers, advertising because you’re 
afraid of Chinese disinformation,” 
Portnoy said. “I’m more worried 
about American government dis­
information at this point than the 
Chinese.”

TikTok CEO Shou Chew is 
expected to attend Trump’s inau­
guration with a prime seating 
location.

Zhu Keli, founding director of 
the China Institute of New Econ­
omy, said the decision to uphold 
the ban casts a shadow on TikTok’s 

future in the US, but Trump’s 
“most likely” 90-day extension 
could provide a valuable buffer 
period for the company.

“Trump’s stand indicates that 
TikTok still has a chance to seek 
a better solution to ensure its 
legal operation in the US through 
negotiation, cooperation or other 
innovative methods. It is also a 
recognition of TikTok’s immense 
user base and commercial value,” 
Zhu said.

Zhu noted that the TikTok case 
highlights the compliance chal­
lenges that Chinese tech compa­
nies are facing, especially in terms 
of data security, when expanding 
their presence in overseas markets 
amid geopolitical uncertainties.

•:

WORLD
ECONOMIC

FORUM

By CUI JIA and MAO WEIHUA 
in Urumqi

The Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region will fight back 
against the United States’ repeat­
ed crackdowns on local enterpris­
es and firmly defend the rights of 
the enterprises to operate and of 
the region’s people to work and 
pursue a better life, the chairman 
of the regional government said 
on Sunday.

“We will stand our ground on 
issues related to Xinjiang in 
accordance with the law, expand 
our means for countering foreign 
sanctions and enhance policy sup­
port for enterprises affected by US 
sanctions, including key industry 
chain enterprises and small and 
medium enterprises, so as to safe­
guard the stability and security of 
our industrial and supply chains,” 
Chairman Erkin Tuniyaz said.

He made the remarks while 
delivering the government work 
report during the annual session 
of the 14 th Xinjiang Regional Peo­
ple’s Congress, which kicked off in 
the regional capital of Urumqi on 
Sunday.

Some Western countries, espe­
cially the US, have been smearing 
Xinjiang with baseless claims 
about “forced labor”, and the US 
has even tried to crack down on 
businesses that source materials 
such as cotton, tomatoes and pho­
tovoltaic products from Xinjiang 
by imposing a slew of sanctions.

According to the Xinjiang gov­
ernment, by the end of 2023, sanc-

from international supply chains 
through the sanctions route, and 
the list of penalized Xinjiang enter­
prises will only get longer.

“We will continue to promote 
top-quality source materials pro­
duced in Xinjiang in internation­
al markets, especially in non-US 
markets. Preferential policies will 
also be extended to affected enter­
prises as they expand in domestic 
markets,” Li said. “Of course, the 
businesses will be affected by the 
sanctions imposed by the US, but 
we are confident we can help 
them get through the difficult 
times.”

Xie Yingzhou, deputy director of 
the Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs of Xinjiang, said the 
enterprises are vulnerable in the 
face of such groundless accusations 
and sanctions.

Citing the tomato industry as an 
example, Xie said more than 90 
percent of the cultivation process 
and production process for tomato­
based products in Xinjiang are 
mechanized, and the so-called 
forced labor issue simply doesn’t 
exist.

“The best way to help sanctioned 
businesses in the tomato industry 
is to invite international business 
partners to Xinjiang and let them 
witness the whole production pro­
cess for themselves. We have noth­
ing to hide,” Xie added.

Despite the crackdown, Xinji­
ang’s GDP exceeded 2 trillion yuan 
($273 billion) in 2024 and achieved 
a growth of 6.1 percent year-on- 
year, which is higher than the coun-

Amid escalating geopolitical ten­
sions, accelerating climate change 
and rapid technological advances, 
the World Economic Forum will call 
on global leaders to prioritize col­
laboration when it convenes its 55 th 
annual meeting in Davos, Switzer­
land, this week.

Vice-Premier Ding Xuexiang 
will be among 350 senior govern­
ment officials attending the five- 
day forum, which opens on 
Monday. He is scheduled to deliver 
a special address on Tuesday. The 
forum will also see the participa­
tion of over 900 CEOs and chairs 
of major companies.

European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen and several 
heads of state, including German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and South 
African President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
are set to deliver speeches during the 
event. US President-elect Donald 
TYump, who takes office on Monday, 
will attend the forum via video link 
on Thursday.

Klaus Schwab, founder and chair­
man of the WEF, said, “Despite 
divergent positions and great uncer­
tainties, the annual meeting will fos­
ter a spirit of cooperation and 
constructive optimism with the 
objective of shaping the forthcom­
ing intelligent age in a more sustain­
able and inclusive way.”

Themed “Collaboration for the 
Intelligent Age”, the meeting fea­
tures a program of more than 300 
sessions spanning five key topics: 
fostering new economic growth, 
navigating technological shifts, cre­
ating jobs and reskilling the work­
force, combating climate change, 
and enhancing resilience for global 
cooperation.

The influence of technologies — 
particularly artificial intelligence 
— on business and society is a focal 
point of the discussions. The 
forum will release a new report 
series on Al, exploring its respon­
sible adoption at scale across 
industries, alongside new research 
offering strategies for inclusive Al 
development.

Al “is reshaping industries, econ­
omies, and even the way we think 
about ourselves. This surge of tech­
nological development comes, not 
surprisingly, at the same time that 
the world is grappling with global 

try’s expected GDP growth rate of 5 
percent in 2024, according to the 
work report.

The report said the region’s for­
eign trade volume increased 21.8 
percent year-on-year. Xinjiang has 
made significant progress in devel­
oping the core area of the Silk Road 
Economic Belt, actively contribut­
ing to the China-Central Asia trans­
portation corridor.

The region has particularly 
enhanced cooperation with central 
Asian countries. A delegation of 
Xinjiang’s Party and government 
officials visited the five nations in 
the region, and several heads of 
state and government leaders from 
those countries visited Xinjiang.

The mutual visits resulted in the 
signing of several economic and 
trade cooperation agreements, and 
imports and exports to the five Cen­
tral Asian countries accounted for 
67.9 percent of the region’s total 
trade last year.

In addition, as a result of many 
trips by delegations of foreign poli­
ticians, diplomats, reporters, schol­
ars and entrepreneurs to Xinjiang, 
and a series of international sym­
posiums in the autonomous region, 
international society has gained a 
better understanding of the real 
Xinjiang, Erkin limiyaz, the chair­
man, said.

“The region has also shown the 
world that it’s confident about fur­
ther opening-up and having more 
friends and partners,” he said.

Meanwhile, the region has con­
tinued to improve its law-based 
routine counterterrorism and sta­
bility maintenance system. By 
taking firm legal measures to 
crack down on and prevent the 
activities of separatists, religious 
extremists and terrorists, Xinji­
ang is determined to resolutely 
nip the risks of violent terrorism 
in the bud and keep terrorist 
threats outside its borders, the 
chairman said.
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challenges that demand our imme­
diate, and collective, attention and 
action” Schwab added.

Economic recovery is another 
critical issue on the agenda. The 
forum’s survey of leading chief econ­
omists ahead of the meeting found 
that around 56 percent of respon­
dents expect weaker global econom­
ic conditions in 2025, while 48 
percent remain optimistic about the 
increase in global trade volume 
despite concerns over escalating 
protectionist measures.

As China is the world’s second- 
largest economy, its economic tra­
jectory is central to discussions 
about future global growth. A panel 
discussion titled “Decoding China’s 
Economy” will take place on 
Wednesday, featuring experts who 
will analyze current economic poli­
cies and the country’s shift toward 
new quality productive forces for 
high-quality development.

China’s annual Central Economic 
Work Conference, held in December 
in Beijing, stated that the country 
will take steps to make scientific and 
technological innovation drive the 
development of new quality produc­
tive forces.

“I’m bullish on China’s economy 
in the medium and long term,” 
Borge Brende, WEF president and 
former foreign minister of Norway, 
said on Saturday during an inter­
view with Xinhua News Agency.

Brende noted the steps that China 
is taking to stimulate its economy 
and increase domestic consump­
tion, as the country reported that its 
GDP expanded 5 percent in 2024, 
which is in line with its preset target 
and provides a solid base for stabi­
lizing the economy this year.

He also pointed out that China’s 
growing population of college gradu­
ates will greatly contribute to future 
development in the intelligent age.

Despite geopolitical tensions 
looming over global cooperation, 
the Global Cooperation Barome­
ter 2025 report, developed by 
WEF in collaboration with McKin­
sey & Co, showed that internation­
al cooperation gained positive 
momentum in the areas of climate 
and nature.

“Even in a world where there is 
more competition, we will need to 
work together,” Brende said. “I agree 
with the notion that we are in the 
same boat. Global problems have to 
find global solutions.”

tions had disrupted operations at 
more than 100 local enterprises. 
Sanctioned textile and garment 
factories were forced to cut produc­
tion or shut down entirely, result­
ing in significant layoffs.

Regional government spokes­
man Xu Guixiang said the govern­
ment and people of Xinjiang have 
continued to show strong support 
for the enterprises affected by the 
unfair sanctions, and it’s the 
regional government’s responsibil­
ity to help these companies explore 
new international and domestic 
markets.

“Xinjiang is determined to strike 
back, and they (Western countries) 
won’t achieve their goal of contain­
ing China by curbing Xinjiang’s 
development,” Xu said.

Li Xuan, deputy director of the 
Department of Commerce of Xinji­
ang Uygur autonomous region, 
said the goal of the US is to remove 
materials sourced from Xinjiang

Xu Guixiang,
regional government
spokesman 

Staff members prepare the plenary room ahead of the World Eco­
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Saturday. The forum will 
run from Monday through Friday, yves Herman / Reuters
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Since the formal 
establishment of 
diplomatic relations 
between China and 
the US 46 years ago, 
the two nations 
have found ways to 
improve relations in 
the midst of crisis 
and contention. As 
the world’s most 
important bilateral 
relationship, it’s 
critically important 
for the two coun­
tries to find com­
mon ground.

‘ I

6
(Western countries) 
won’t achieve their 
goal of containing 
China by curbing 
Xinjiang’s 
development.”
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Firefighters try to put out the flames engulfing a fuel tanker that exploded in Suleja, Nigeria, on Saturday. At least 86 people were killed and
52 suffered severe bums in the accident. The tanker carrying 60,000 liters of gasoline exploded after flipping over, ap photo / arise news
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FROM THE GRASSROOTS

Mainland camp gives Taiwan compatriots tour of historical sites
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Editor’s Note: Gold medal winners 
of the 47th Wo rid Skit Is Competi­

tion, held in Lyon. France, in Sep­
tember, shared their experiences at 

the event and discussed their 

future career plans ata news con­

ference in Beijing on Thursday. 
They said they hope to inspire more 
youth and pass down their crafts­

manship to future generations.

Completing the competition was 

not easy. It required us to design and 

install cable systems for telecommu­
nication and network communica­

tions within very short time frames. 

A few years ago, China lagged behind 

in terms of information network 
cabling technology and facilities. 
Winning this gold medal provesthat 

we are now front-runners, not just 
followers.

LI Hongyu, 21, Gold medal winner of 

Information Network Cabling

Winning gold is not the ultimate 
goal: rather, it’s the recognition of 

one’s skills and craftsmanship by the 
judges. For me. the true significance 

of this achievement is to pass on the 
spirit of craftsmanship. I aim to 
inspire younger people by teaching 

jewelry design and aesthetics. 

Zhang Yupeng, 23, Gold medal win­
ner of Jewelry Making

Chemical laboratory technology 
emphasizes both theoretical knowl­

edge and practical skills. Contestants 
must operate quickly, precisely and 

steadily. This technology is widely 
applied in daily life, such as ensuring 
the safety of drinking water and food. 

I encountered numerous challenges 
during training but overcame them 

through persistence. 

Lu Jingyl, 20, Gold medal winner of 

Chemical Laboratory Technology

We Chinese competitors worked 

hard to win gold in an event that orig­

inated in Europe, where our foreign 

peers hold natural advantages. Our 
progress in this field can push the 

industry forward by improving tech­
nology and enabling people to create 
desserts using easier and more stan­

dardized methods.

LJu Xinru, 23, Gold medal winner of 
Patisserie and Confectionery

By ZHANG YI in Datong, Shanxi 

and SHI XUEFAN in Shenyang

China has discovered a rare earth 
deposit in Honghe, Yunnan prov­
ince, composed of about 1.15 million 
metric tons of potential resources, 
further consolidating the country’s 
rare earth resource advantage and 
industrial chain, the China Geologi­
cal Survey said Friday'.

The deposit includes more than 
470,000 tons of critical rare earth 
elements, including praseodymium, 
neodymium, dysprosium and terbi­
um, according to the CGS, a division 
of the Ministry of Natural Resour­

By LIPEIXUAN
lipeixuan @chinadaily.com.cn
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and remains of martyrs who were 
brutally slaughtered by the Japa­
nese army in Northeast China, they 
expressed shock and emphasized 
the importance of remembering 
history.

The September 18th Incident, 
also known as the Mukden Inci­
dent, occurred on Sept 18,1931. It 
was a staged event orchestrated by 
the Japanese army to create a pre­
text for Japan’s invasion of North­
east China. It marked the 
beginning of Japanese military 
aggression against China. 

“Without the sacrifices of the 
martyrs, there would be no peace­
ful era we enjoy today,” said Yang 
Shang-chieh, a youth from Taiwan. 
He noted that Taiwan’s curriculum 
guidelines have omitted many 
aspects of the War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression 
(1931-45), suggesting that the Tai­
wan authorities aim to manipulate 
people by deceiving them.

Wu Chien-yi, a teacher from Tai­
wan, highlighted the positive edu­
cational role of the 9.18 Historical 
Museum. She expressed hope that 
this visit would help Taiwan stu­
dents better understand the histo-

Young people from Taiwan par­
ticipating in a winter camp on the 
Chinese mainland say their visits 
to historical and cultural sites have 
enhanced their national confi­
dence and provided insights into 
many aspects of history that have 
been downplayed in Taiwan.

Organized by the All-China Fed­
eration of Taiwan Compatriots, the 
activity has attracted about 1,000 
young Taiwan people this year, the 
majority of whom are university 
students. More than half of them 
are visiting the mainland for the 
first time.

The winter camp spans 17 pro­
vincial regions and offers a diverse 
range of activities. Around 20 
young people from Taiwan visited 
Datong and Taiyuan in Shanxi, a 
province known for its wealth of 
historical landmarks. The popular­
ity of Shanxi’s ancient architectur­
al sites, which served as scene 
locations for the domestically pro­
duced game Black Myth: Wukong, 
lias drawn a large number of tour­
ists since last year.

“This is a well-made game about 
Chinese culture that is also popu­
lar in Vietnam. I often watch live- 
streams of this game,” said Liao 
Chung-ming, a 24-year-old from 
Taiwan who is currently working 
in Vietnam.

He was visiting Shanxi with his 
Vietnamese girlfriend.

While visiting one of the scene 
locations, the Hanging Temple in 
Shanxi, Liao said he felt the game’s 
depiction was beautiful and highly 
accurate.

His girlfriend, visiting China for 
the first time, specifically bought a 
cartoon pendant of Sun Wukong, 
having learned that the monkey is 
a childhood idol for every Chinese 
boy. She plans to use it as a car dec­
oration for her father.

After visiting the Foguang Tem­
ple and Nanchan Temple in Shanxi 
— among the few surviving Tang 
Dynasty (618-907) temple build­
ings in China — An Wei-lun, a stu­
dent from Taiwan studying at 
Peking University, said he learned 
about the architectural structures 
and the statues of Buddhas inside, 
and he gained insight into the 
development of the Chinese

■
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ry of the Chinese nation and 
recognize their historical responsi­
bilities as Chinese.

The winter camp also featured 
ice and snow sports, experiences of 
New Year customs, and tours 
focused on modern China’s devel­
opment.

Zheng Jianmin, president of the 
All-China Federation of Taiwan 
Compatriots, said many Taiwan 
compatriots have witnessed first­
hand the rapid development and 
transformation of the country, 
finding opportunities to realize 
their dreams on the mainland.

He expressed hope that young 
people from both sides would culti­
vate lasting friendships through 
interactions at the winter’ camp.

Since its establishment in 1989, 
the camp has attracted more than 
8,000 youths from Taiwan.

China has added 168 metric 
tons of gold resources and signifi­
cantly increased reserves of 12 
co-mineral or associated minerals 
over the past five years, bolstering 
the nation’s resource security, the 
China Geological Survey said 
Sunday.

The CGS, a division of the Min­
istry of Natural Resources, 
announced breakthroughs in gold 
exploration, including the discov­
ery of 102.4 tons in the Anbalibei 
mining area in Gansu province, 
41.3 tons in the Hadamengou 
mining area in the Inner Mongo­
lia autonomous region and 24.3 
tons in the Baoxinggou mining 
area in Heilongjiang province. 
The resources have been classi­
fied as super-large and large-scale 
deposits.

The exploration, funded by the 
central government, leveraged 
advanced technologies, geologi­
cal theories and computing pow­
er. Since 2021, as a result of 
efforts centered on key metallo- 
genic zones such as Jiaodong and 
major gold resource bases like 
Hadamengou, 47 target areas 
have been identified and 35 have

processing, the CGS said.
Since 2021, the CGS has collabo­

rated with more than 100 divi­
sions across 27 provincial regions 
to reassess 703 active mines and 
1,148 medium-sized and large 
mining areas. This has resulted in 
substantial increases in co-miner- 
al and associated mineral low- 
grade reserves.

Compared to previous esti­
mates, reserves of cobalt and rhe­
nium have increased by more 
than 100 percent, nickel and indi­
um by over 30 percent, and galli­
um, germanium, vanadium and 
potassium salt by more than 10 
percent, the CGS said.

The increase in gold, tantalum, 
rare earths and zirconium is also 
notable. Newly identified gold 
reserves as co-mineral or associat­
ed mineral resources have exceed­
ed 1,200 tons, while vanadium 
reserves have increased by more 
than 12 million tons, and potassi­
um salt by over 160 million tons, 
the CGS said.

The reevaluation establishes 
the current reserves of co-mineral 
and associated low-grade resour­
ces, supporting increased future 
production and strengthening 
domestic mineral resource securi­
ty, the CGS said.

Primarily consisting of medium 
and heavy rare earths, the deposit is 
thought to be the largest of its kind 
in China. Medium and heavy rare 
earths are relatively scarce in the 
country' but are crucial elements in 
electric vehicles, renewable energy, 
national defense and high-tech 
industries, the CGS said.

new energy vehicle 
requires about 0.8 of a kilogram of 
medium and heavy rare earths, 
leading to substantial and increas­
ing demand each year,” said Hou 
Zengqian, an academician with the 
Chinese Academy' of Sciences.

The discovery marks another 
major breakthrough for China since 
the first super-large ion-adsorption 
rare earth deposit was found in 
Jiangxi province in 1969, the CGS 
noted.

Hou said exploring medium and 
heavy ion-adsorption rare earth 
deposits is challenging due to their 
relatively low overall content and 
lack of distinctive mineral forms 
easily identified in the field. 

Unlike deposits of iron or lead-

Workers engage in a mapping and exploration activity of rare earth 
in Honghe, Yunnan province, on Nov 8. zhou jian / for china daily

zinc ore, which can be quickly delin­
eated with magnetic or electrical 
methods, rare earth deposits rely 
heavily on precise field measure­
ments and laboratory analyses, Hou 
added.

The breakthrough was achieved 
by scientists who identified enrich­
ment patterns for medium and 
heavy rare earths through geochem­
ical mapping and scaled-up explora­
tion efforts, Hou said.

Over the past decade, the CGS 
has built a national geochemical 
baseline network, gathered exten­
sive geochemical data and devel­
oped a fast, precise and eco- 
friendly exploration system for 
ion-adsorption rare earths, the 
agency said.

“Our exploration methods are 
green, causing nearly zero surface 
damage,” said Wang Xueqiu, chief 
scientist at the Institute of Geophys­
ical and Geochemical Exploration at 
the CGS.

Wang and his team collected 
stream sediments in natural areas 
such as rivers and terraces. They 
also used a Gannan drill, a manual 
tool that requires no infrastructure 
and creates small holes about 10 
centimeters in diameter, avoiding 
harm to vegetation, Wang said.

Extracting ion-adsorption rare 
earths involves drilling holes in a 
small hill, injecting extractants and 
collecting the rare earth elements — 
all without disturbing existing vege­
tation, he added.

Hou said scientists will continue 
to focus on advancing technologies 
for efficient separation and high- 
value usage of rare earths to 
strengthen the industry chain and 
boost international competitive­
ness.

Yang Shang-chieh, ayouth
from Taiwan after visiting the
9.18 Historical Museum in Shen­
yang, Liaoning province 

Million-ton discovery thought to be 
largest of its kind in the country

nation with its rich cultural heri­
tage.

“I can see the cultural confidence 
of the Tang Dynasty a thousand 
years ago,” he said.

Despite learning about the his­
tory of the temples in classrooms, 
he said that he was truly moved 
when he visited the sites and saw 
the buildings himself, adding that 
it was then that he grasped the 
abundance of historical and cul­
tural heritage in the country.

In Shenyang, Liaoning province, 
a group of Taiwan compatriots 
visited the 9.18 Historical Museum. 
After witnessing the mass graves

Villagers carrying vegetables prepare to board the 5640 train at the Liugeji Railway Station in Qiandongnan Miao and Dong autonomous 
prefecture, Guizhou province, on Saturday. Operating between Guiyang city and Yuping county, train 5640 is a slow train and has pro­
vided affordable, convenient transportation for over 100 ethnic minority villages near more than 10 small train stations along the route. 
In recent years, many villagers have boarded the train to sell vegetables, turning it into a bustling mobile market. Villagers affectionately 
call it the "village train’’, yang wenbin / xinhua

The competition imposes 

extremely strict requirements on 

precision and accuracy, with a per­
missible error range of just 0.02 of a 
millimeter - about a quarter of the 

diameter of a human hair. The repeti­
tive day-to-day operations can be 

stressful, but I’m deeply grateful for 
the strong support I’ve received from 

senior skilled masters and coaches. 
Currently, I am offering skills training 

to key domestic companies and pro­

grams, helping them improve and 

update their techniques. 

Long Wei] ie, 23, Gold Winner of CNC 

Milling

By LIPEIXUAN
lipeixuan@chinadaily.com.cn

£
Without the sacrifices 
of the martyrs, there 
would, be no peaceful 
era we enjoy today.”
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been recommended for further 
exploration, the CGS said.

These findings have expanded 
the scope of gold exploration and 
deepened the understanding of 
national gold deposit patterns, 
the CGS said.

The breakthroughs are expect­
ed to guide local enterprises in 
future exploration, potentially 
spurring regional socioeconomic 
development.

In addition to gold, national 
reserves of 12 co-mineral and 
associated low-grade mineral 
resources, including gallium, ger­
manium and indium, have signifi­
cantly increased, according to the 
CGS.

Co-minerals are resources 
found within the same deposit 
that, after evaluation, reach con­
centrations suitable for industrial 
use. Associated minerals are those 
present in primary minerals that 
do not initially meet industrial 
standards but can be reused after 

102.4
tons
amount of gold found in min­
ing areas in Gansu province.
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Exquisite paper umbrellas connect 
with younger generation
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‘Cold resources’ become
part of‘hot economy’
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Zhou Le, owner of an oil-paper 
umbrella production company

Zhou Le admits that his father’s 
skills surpass his own.

“But by utilizing the power of 
social media and technology, I can 
spread the knowledge about the

decorative handicrafts to the 
world,” he said.

He’s given many of his umbrella 
products poetic names to attract 
younger customers who are fans of

traditional Chinese culture and 
who want umbrella accessories for 
their hanju.

He has also incorporated new 
elements that young people like,

tion,” she said.
Intrigued by videos of past events 

on social media, she organized a trip 
with friends to see it firsthand. The 
abundant fish stocks of Wolong 
Lake, home to an estimated 10,000 
tons of wild fish, left her in awe.

For the people of Kangping, 
where the lake is located, winter 
fishing is about more than just the 
harvest — it’s a symbol of prosperity 
and good fortune for the new year. 

Local Yang Di explained the cul­
tural significance to foreign visitors. 

“Watching the catch, enjoying fish 
soup and wishing for abundance in 
the coming year are all part of our 
traditions,” he said.

To enhance the visitor experience, 
areas like Songyuan in Jilin prov­
ince have invested in a program of 
immersive winter fishing. Initia­
tives include themed streets, ice and 
snow amusement parks and inter­
active fishing zones, providing tour­
ists with hands-on opportunities to 
appreciate this ancient tradition.

Zhang Sining, a researcher at the 
Liaoning Academy of Social Scien­
ces, noted that the influx of foreign 
tourists is raising the bar for ice and 
snow tourism in China.

“Beyond traditional products, it’s 
crucial to delve deeper into local cul­
ture and design offerings with dis­
tinctive regional and cultural 
elements,” Zhang said.

By ZOU SHUO in Changsha 
zoushw@chinadaily.cmn.cn

winter fishing stands out, captivat­
ing foreign visitors with its distinct 
charm. Kicking off on Jan 11 and 
slated to run to the middle of next 
month, the 10th Wolong Lake Win­
ter Fishing Festival is welcoming 
foreign tourists eager to experience 
the age-old tradition.

Lusupov arrived early on the fro­
zen lake, posing with a 10-kilogram 
fish while sharing his plans to cook 
it in a hearty stew.

The tradition of winter fishing on 
Wolong Lake dates back to the Liao 
(907-1125) and Jin (1115-1234) dynas­
ties when it was first celebrated for 
its remarkable spectacle. According 
to fisherman Dong, the process 
involves a series of intricate steps, 
including entering the lake, cutting 
through die ice, laying the nets, pull­
ing them in, and finally, reaping the 
bounty

A single haul can yield 20 to 25 
metric tons of fresh fish, Dong said. 

Fatemeh Nozzari, a student from 
the United States who studies at 
China Medical University in the pro­
vincial capital Shenyang, also mar­
veled at die event

“I never imagined winter fishing 
would be a tug-of-war-style opera­

From left: Fishermen harvest fish on Wolong Lake in Liaoning province, on Jan 11. An aerial photo
shows people watching the winter fishing on the lake on Jan 11. photos by li gang / xinhua

LANZHOU — Until a few years 
ago, Luo Chonggui, a farmer from 
Gansu province, had little to do 
during the winter months. Howev­
er, since 2021, along with many oth­
er farmers, he has gained a stable 
income from the local winter 
sports industry.

such as cartoons and anime, into 
patterns painted on the umbrellas. 

The entrepreneur has also 
worked hard to sell the umbrellas 
overseas, which accounts for 10

SHENYANG — On the frozen 
expanse of Wolong Lake in North­
east China’s Liaoning province, the 
calls of fisherman Dong Lijun moti­
vate his team to haul up a massive 
net teeming with carp.

Among the spectators was Renat 
Lusupov, a Russian social media 
blogger, who captured die scene 
with his camera.

“In Russia, we also have winter 
fishing traditions, but they’re small- 
scale events with fishing rods. The 
winter fishing on Wolong Lake feels 
more like a grand communal ritual. 
It is a real showcase of the power of 
teamwork,” he said.

It was not long before Lusupov 
had edited his footage and shared 
this unique cultural experience with 
his friends overseas.

As winter setdes in, China’s rich 
“cold resources” are heating up 
inbound tourism. The expansion of 
China’s visa-free travel policies, 
including the recent extension of 
transit visa-free stays to 240 hours 
and the increase of eligible ports of 
entry to 60, has opened the door for 
more international travelers to visit 
die country.

Among the seasonal highlights,

-

percent of the company’s sales, he 
said. The overseas market will be a 
breakthrough for the company’s 
future business, he added.

In 2021, Zhou Le was elected as a 
deputy to the people’s congress of 
Xiangtan county, which has 
inspired him to reach out and help 
more people, especially those 
engaged in the oil-paper umbrella 
industry.

There are more than 50 oil-pa­
per umbrella manufacturing com­
panies in Xiangtan’s Shigu 
township, employing more than 
2,000 people. They can make 6 
million umbrellas every year, 
accounting for one-third of the 
production in China, according to 
the local government.

The umbrellas at Zhou’s compa­
ny, which today employs more 
than 100 locals, are priced at a 
range from 10 yuan to several hun­
dred yuan each.

The company has an annual out­
put of 10 million yuan, Zhou Le 
said, adding that he wants to triple 
the figure in the coming years.

Tang Luoqun has worked at the 
company for six years. She used to 
work in coastal cities witii her hus­
band before returning to her 
hometown to work at Zhou’s com­
pany.

She can make around 3,000 
yuan per month, which is lower 
than what she could make in cities, 
but she said she is satisfied 
because she can look after her two 
children and elderly parents at 
home.

ed. Luo and his team had paved an 
8-meter-wide, 5-kilometer-long 
cross-country skiing track that met 
the requirements of various snow 
sports events.

Zhu Jifei, general manager of the 
training base, said that over 100 
seasonal workers are employed at 
the training base and ski resort, 
most of whom are local farmers.

Meanwhile, in neighboring 
Qinghai province, many ski resorts 
provide stable employment oppor­
tunities for local farmers every 
winter.

The Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region welcomed 92.5 mil­
lion domestic and international 
tourists during the 2023-2024 win­
ter season, increasing tourism rev­
enue more than threefold to 106 
billion yuan ($14.6 billion).

Today, over 300 million people 
participate in winter sports in Chi­
na, and the once “cold resources” 
like snow have become part of a 
“hot economy” in the country’s 
western regions.

“We expect the total number of 
visitors to our base’s ski resort to 
exceed 200,000 this winter, contin­
uing to drive income growth for 
local farmers,” Zhu said.

the snow track.
With better equipment and 

more experience, the snowmaking 
team lias now been reduced to five 
people operating four snow guns 
this winter.

“The athletes who attended the 
Beijing Winter Paralympics 
praised our snow” Luo recalled.

The national teams for Para Nor­
dic skiing trained here before the 
Beijing Winter Paralympics start­
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sports training base in Jingtai
county, Baiyin city.

At around 8 pm, Luo and his col­
leagues, wearing hats, headlamps
and gloves, head out to work,
checking if the water pipes are fro­
zen before opening the snow guns.

“My work has begun,” Luo shout­
ed, though his voice was drowned
out by the loud roar of the snow first started snowmaking in late 
guns. With the aid of his headlamp, 2021, more than 30 local villagers 
Luo adjusted the angle of the snow worked around the clock beside 
guns based on the wind direction,
stepping into the mist and check­
ing the snow quality.

When Luo returned to the small
cabin where the snowmakers rest,
his hat and eyebrows were covered
in thick ice. His orange uniform
makes him resemble Santa Claus.

‘We will go out every half hour
until sunrise to check the snow
guns and adjust their angles,” Luo
said, explaining that sudden

By utilizing the power 
of social media and 
technology, lean 
spread the knowledge 
about the decorative 
handicrafts to the 
world.”

People ski at the Huada Ski Resort, which is also a national snow sports training base, in Jingtai
county, Baiyin city, Gansu province, chen nan / xinhua

Clockwise from top: Zhou Le (second from left) introduces traditional oil-paper umbrella making to senior residents at a community in 
Xiangtan, Hunan province. Traditional paper umbrellas and paper fans produced by Zhou's company are displayed at the company's 
showroom in Xiangtan. Zhou (left) makes an oil-paper umbrella in his father’s workshop, photos provided to china daily

Social media and 
fashionable styles 
a big hit online
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changes in wind direction were a 
concern, as they could easily freeze 
the snow guns during the night.

Before working at the training 
base, Luo used to plant com and 
potatoes on a small plot of land, and 
took up odd jobs as a decorator. 

“It was a bit far from home,” he 
The 52-year-old Luo and many said.

other farmers have been working As a snowmaker, Luo earns over 
as snowmakers at a national snow 4,000 yuan ($550) per month with­

out leaving his hometown. 
“Over the past fewyears, Luo and 

other farmers have gradually mas­
tered the skills of snowmaking, and 
their incomes are steadily increas­
ing,” said Kou Mingfu, Luo’s fellow 
villager and director of the training 
base.

Kou explained that when they

idfe
A young entrepreneur from the 

city of Xiangtan, Hunan province, 
has stepped out of the shade of his 
more traditional father to take 
advantage of social media and 
e-commerce, and give the age-old 
business of making and selling oil­
paper umbrellas a new lease of life. 

When Zhou Le was growing up, 
his father impressed upon him the 
cultural significance of the area’s 
600-year history of making oil-pa­
per umbrellas.

Zhou Hanyu, the father, taught 
his son the intricate steps of mak­
ing these decorative pieces.

In 2017, Zhou Le left home and 
the family’s oil-paper umbrella 
business to study chemical materi­
als at Changsha University in the 
provincial capital.

Not forgetting his family roots, 
the following year Zhou Le and 
nine friends decided to make some 
money on the side by selling oil- 
paper umbrellas online, with busi­
ness moving along nicely.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
he cooperated with a vlogger on 
popular video sharing platform 
Douyin to sell the umbrellas, and 
sales shot up. Soon, he was attract­
ing millions of views and selling 
more than 500 umbrellas a day.

After his graduation in 2021, 
Zhou Le returned home to work in 
the family business full time. He 
also set up his own subsidiary 
startup studio focused on innova­
tion and e-commerce.

A year later, he won an entrepre- 
neurship competition in Chang­
sha’s Kaifu district, which 
awarded him 50,000 yuan 
($6,800) in support of his startup. 

With a team of seven members, 
he developed, marketed and pro­
moted new umbrella products on 
social media platforms.
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Editor’s note: China Daily is publishing a series illustrating the country’s efforts to achieve its carbon peak and carbon neutrality goals.

CHINA’S LOW-CARBON JOURNEY

By CHINA DAILY
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Green fashion turns old
plastics into profits

As awareness of the climate crisis and environmental issues grows,
consumers warm to living more sustainable lifestyles
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XuNuo contributed to this story.
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tiful and story-rich, in order to stimulate 
more people to adopt a sustainable lifestyle,” 
Liu said.

ucts that stand out from the typical 99 per­
cent in your wardrobe; we aspire to be part 
of that exceptional one percent,” she said.

w

vibrant, fade-resistant colors.
She and her team also transform bio­

based materials, including pineapple skin 
and leaves, corn stalks and fungi fiber, into a 
leather-like polylactic acid fabric through 
cutting-edge technologies. The resultant 
material is 100 percent biodegradable, 
reducing carbon emissions by 90 percent. 

“Every part of a pineapple is valuable. The 
fibers from three pineapple leaves are so 
strong that they can pull a car,” said Zhang. 

At Milan Fashion Week in September last 
year, Reclothing Bank unveiled an “edible” 
coat made from fungi. Made from mycelium 
filaments grown from a fungus root, the 
coat is indistinguishable in look and feel 
from traditional leather.

“Because the mushroom material is com­
posed of protein, it emits a pleasant scent 
during the heating and shaping process, just 
like that of an omelet,” Zhang said.

“The key to such innovative design lies in 
passion. Without it, the results may be lack­
luster. Our goal is to create sustainable prod-

shows how much carbon emissions have 
been reduced by using recycled fabrics to 
make the piece. It also shows the number of 
trees needed to be planted equivalent to the 
amount of carbon emissions reduced.

Reclothing Bank doesn’t just use reusable 
and recyclable materials in its products, but 
natural fibers too.

The company has started using yak wool 
obtained at an altitude of around 2,500 
meters on the Tibetan plateau.

“It takes about three months and nine 
processes for herdsmen to create the fabric 
using ancient hand-twisting techniques,” 
Zhang said.

Yak wool is sometimes referred to as the 
“soft gold of the highland” as a coat made of 
it weighs only 1 kilogram and yet is warmer 
than a down jacket. Producing yak wool pro­
vides herders with additional income.

Reclothing Bank’s yak wool coats are dyed 
with natural minerals such as turquoise and 
malachite through an environmentally 
friendly waterless process, resulting in

hile China might be well 
known for its popular fest 
fashion industry, a growing 
number of younger, sustaina­

bility-conscious consumers are shifting 
toward greener lifestyles, raising awareness 
of the impact that their daily choices have 
on the environment.

The fashion industry is one of die world’s 
major polluters, potentially emitting around 
2.7 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide 
annually, according to global management 
consultancy McKinsey & Company.

In recent years, a collection of sustainable 
fashion brands have emerged, including 
those in China, outputting clothing made 
from recycled materials, made using more 
eco-friendly manufacturing and promoting 
a sustainable message.

According to GlobalData, China’s green 
fashion market was valued at $1.95 billion in 
2023, and is forecast to grow at a compound 
annual rate of nine percent from 2023 to 
2028.
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Shift in mindset

Supa, who co-founded Shanghai-based 
sustainable fashion brand HowBottle, said 
there has been a noticeable shift in consum­
er attitude toward clothes made from recy­
cled materials.

“When HowBottle was established in 
2016, we were excited about the idea that 
plastic bottles could be regenerated into 
polyester thread. However, few people knew 
this technology then,” she said.

“At that time, many consumers didn’t 
have a good understanding and awareness 
of environmental protection, and when we 
said that our products were made from recy­
cled plastic bottles, the first thing they 
would ask was whether they were clean and 
safe,” said Supa.

The recycled fabric feels the same as regu­
lar fabrics, and it’s soft, durable and comfort­
able to wear. Compared with conventional 
polyester made from petroleum, recycled 
polyester can save about 45 percent of water 
and 40 percent of natural gas, and reduce 
carbon emissions by about 42 percent.

Tilings were not easy for Supa at first, but 
she noticed a change in public perception in 
2019, when Shanghai’s mandatory waste 
sorting policy came into effect.

“Suddenly, everyone was very curious 
about where the garbage would go after 
classification, and they discovered that plas­
tic bottles could be made into clothes and 
bags. As a result, our sales started booming,” 
she said.

“Nowadays, many of our customers are 
aware of technology. They want to dig deep­
er into where the plastic bottles come from, 
what the recycling process is like, and are 
even curious about the latest bio-based recy­
cling technologies,” she added.

HowBottle sells its products online and 
offline, with the main consumer groups 
including university students and young 
workers at around 25 years old, and mothers 
around 35 years old who want to cultivate 
awareness of sustainability in their chil­
dren, Supa said.

“What our customers buy are not only the 
products, but also the concept behind them. 
They think what they wear should reflect 
their values.”

HowBottle has partnered with the Palace 
Museum to release a series of cultural and 
creative products, including leather-like 
bracelets that are made from recycled fallen 
leaves and branches.

At Bottloop, it has also incorporated recy­
cling technology with traditional crafts­
manship. The company invited Zhao Sijin, 
an inheritor of the intangible cultural heri­
tage of Daoming bamboo weaving, to weave 
environmentally friendly bags using tradi­
tional weaving skills.

Liu from Bottloop said: “Zhao has been 
weaving baskets with bamboo all his life, so 
we thought he may not accept materials oth­
er than bamboo. However, to our surprise, 
he was very happy to make plastic bags after 
learning that recycled plastic strips are con­
ducive to sustainable consumption.”

Public awareness and a willingness to 
participate in low-carbon consumption are 
on the rise. According to the 2024 Sustaina­
ble Consumption Report by consultancy 
SynTao Co and Shanghai-based Jiemian 
News, over 87 percent of the respondents in 
China had engaged in low-carbon con­
sumption.

It said almost a quarter of consumers are 
willing to buy sustainable sports and out­
door equipment, clothing, shoes and bags.

Aesthetic design and utility are key to 
gaining consumer favor, according to Supa. 
“I firmly believe that it’s not that people 
don’t care about our environment, but rath- 
er that there are not enough choices provid­
ed. A product needs to be attractive, useful, 
well-designed, and the concept behind it 
appealing.”

Sai Hang, 31, who works at a university in 
Shanghai, recently bought a camera bag 
made from recycled materials. He said: “If a 
product boasts its sustainability, then it’s 
lifted to another level. Between two prod­
ucts that are both reasonably priced, good­
looking and of good quality, I would 
consider purchasing the recycled product.”

A tag on a bag by Reclothing Bank says 
it has been made from four to six recy­
cled plastic bottles, provided to china daily

Landfill to lifestyle

Founded in 2019, Beijing-based Bottloop 
is a fashion brand that designs and sells 
apparel, bags and office supplies made from 
recycled plastic bottles and wastepaper. Pri­
or to its establishment, its founder Liu Xue- 
song had been responsible for procuring 
waste plastics at Incom Recycle, the parent 
company of Bottloop.

“The company would purchase discarded 
plastic bottles and turn them into food­
grade recycled PET (polyethylene tereph­
thalate) flakes, which can be transformed 
into new beverage bottles. The factory’s 
annual production capacity then was 
50,000 tons, equivalent to one-third of the 
annual consumption of beverage bottles in 
Beijing, which meant that almost 3 million 
plastic bottles were needed every day,” she 
recalled.

During her first two or three years at 
Incom Recycle, Liu visited over 100 waste 
disposal sites in Beijing, Tianjin, Shandong, 
Hebei and Henan provinces and the Inner 
Mongolia autonomous region, and saw that 
in some places wastewater was being dis­
posed of untreated causing serious pollu­
tion.

This prompted her to establish her own 
brand with a vision of improving the recy­
cling industry, increasing added value, mak­
ing it more youthful, and ensuring 
participants in the industry have steady 
income.

Liu said that the brand’s Chinese name, 
Baopu Zaisheng, means embracing simplic­
ity to regenerate, and was inspired by the 
ancient classic Tao Te Ching by Chinese phi­
losopher Lao Tku. The text embodies the 
concept of returning to a simple, frugal lifes­
tyle, with an emphasis on recycling and 
reusing resources.

Bottloop draws inspiration from rich tra­
ditional Chinese culture, from philosophies 
of respecting nature and avoiding waste, 
said Liu, adding the brand also uses 
advanced technology to improve the quality 
of recycled materials.

The brand uses blockchain to track the 
entire process from recycling discarded 
plastic bottles, cleaning and processing, to 
producing the final products, the founder 
said.

This sustainable approach has attracted 
some big consumer names to cooperate 
with the brand, including Starbucks, Shisei- 
do, Pepsi and BMW.

“We recycle plastic bottles and coffee cups 
to make aprons for baristas at Starbucks, 
and help the company calculate the carbon 
emissions reduced from these products. We 
also collaborate with beauty salons to recy­
cle makeup packaging and hair products, 
and turn them into bags and combs to 
achieve internal recycling,” Liu told China 
Daily.

She said a T-shirt can be made from eight 
PET bottles, a silk-feel scarf from three bot­
tles and a tote bag from 31 plastic bottles. As 
of the end of 2023, the company had recy­
cled 25.6 million plastic bottles and reduced 
carbon emissions by 2,384 tons, Liu added. 

“Sustainability is definitely not about 
preaching or moral coercion, but about 
passing on the ideas of aesthetics and recy­
cling for good. We must spare no efforts to 
make each eco-friendly product more beau-

Diversified materials

Zhang Na, who founded Shanghai-based 
Reclothing Bank in 2011, dislikes throwing 
things away.

“To me, every garment resembles a muse­
um for the good old days and memories of 
the past, and by giving new life to old 
clothes, I want to connect the past, present 
and future and soothe people,” said Zhang, 
w'ho makes new clothes out of the so-called 
outdated ones that have been thrown away. 

When Reclothing Bank was in its initial 
stages, it primarily collected worn clothes 
and handcrafted them into various pieces of 
patchwork with the help of migrant work­
ers, she said.

To scale up production, Zhang developed 
a generic design, which meant that fabrics 
of different colors and styles could be used 
to produce similar products using a fixed 
template.

Years later, Reclothing Bank started to use 
technologies to recycle other materials such 
as “ghost” fishing nets.

At recycling bases on Zhoushan Islands 
off the coast of Zhejiang province, migrant 
workers are hired to disentangle shrimps 
and crabs caught in these discarded nets.

After being picked from the sea, the fish­
ing nets are remade into recycled nylon fab­
ric by crushing, slicing and spinning them 
up. The resultant fabric is resistant to abra­
sion, shrinking, heat, oil and chemicals. It 
can be used to make durable and brightly 
colored bags and garments, according to 
Zhang.

Producing 100 tons of this recycled nylon 
is equivalent to saving 700 barrels of oil and 
reducing 571 tons of carbon dioxide emis­
sions, the founder said.

“This has not only improved the econom­
ic situation for locals, but has also given 
them a feeling of achievement afte r learning 
that they have contributed to protecting the 
planet,” she added.

There is a badge attached to every piece of 
apparel made by Reclothing Bank, which
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Tote bags made from recycled materials are displayed at the Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics exhibition in Shanghai in 
August. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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A leather bag made from recycled 
materials by Bottloop. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Recycled bottles usually undergo the following procedures before they become granulated plastics (Photo 5) and are made into clothes or bags by companies like HowBottle. Compacted plastic bottle blocks 
(Photo 1); Sorting by color (Photo 2); Shredding (Photo 3); Granulating (Photo 4). photos provided to china daily
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Energy industry to witness boom times
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Workers Install wind turbines at a wind farm project construction site in Ruichang, Jiangxi province, on Dec 19. wei dongsheng / for china daily
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Workers’passion behind manufacturing success

ByLiuYukun
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under his father’s guidance when he 
started working in 1995. Over time, he 
developed a genuine love for the job. 

He proudly showed us the “family 
heirloom” his father had left him — 
several notebooks containing a life­
time of experiences and solutions to 
problems at work.

He emphasized that these were 
lessons one couldn’t learn from text­
books. Even today, Li maintains the 
habit of taking notes and continues 
to train successive apprentices from 
his own experiences, hoping to pass 
on this tradition at XCMG.

Today, Li is a renowned expert for 
crane testing and inspections, hold­
ing titles such as senior technician 
at XCMG’s crane machinery divi­
sion, “national technical expert” 
recognized by the Ministry of

ces, wind turbines are getting larger, 
demanding higher lifting capacities 
from cranes. We have broken world 
records in lifting capacity seven 
times consecutively and we aim to 
go even further on this journey”

Several readers are familiar with 
China’s rapid growth in the new ener­
gy industry and the upstream manu­
facturing sector. The country 
produces over 80 percent of the 
world’s solar modules, more than 70 
percent of wind power equipment, 
and about half of the world’s new 
energy vehicles.

The country’s industrial value add­
ed had surged from 12 billion yuan 
($1.64 billion) in 1952 to 39.9 trillion 
yuan in 2023. China has maintained 
global leadership in manufacturing 
scale for 14 consecutive years.

But few know what is behind these 
impressive figures — the hard work 
and enduring passion of generation 
after generation of workers like Li.

ByLIUYUKUN
liuyukiin@chinadaily.com.cn

witnessed the evolution of China’s 
manufacturing industry. I want to 
share our manufacturing narrative 
with the world, shedding light on 
the reasons behind our remarkable 
pace of development and quality 
achievements.”

My simple statement seemed to 
strike a chord.

We met the next day, standing 
beside the XCA4000, the world’s 
largest wheeled crane by lifting 
capacity that is manufactured by 
XCMG. The XCA4000 was the pri­
mary reason I visited the factory.

Soon, Li was telling me the story 
of his grandfather, father, and him­
self — spanning over half a century 
and witnesses to China’s manufac­
turing development over 70 years. 

His grandfather was a lathe worker

who in the mid-20th century 
achieved the highest honor for a 
worker—the “old eighth-grade work­
er” — due to his exceptional skills.

Under his grandfather’s influence 
and guidance, Li’s father joined 
XCMG as a technician for crane test­
ing and inspections — a role he held 
for over 40 years.

Li shared how his father had 
approached work with passion and 
fervor, often losing sleep over a prob­
lem, or suddenly waking up in the 
dead of the night with a solution and 
rushing to the factory to test it out. 

Influenced by his family environ­
ment, Li got to know cranes at a 
young age, considering them his 
favorite “big toys” during childhood. 

So it was a natural progression for 
him to join XCMG as an apprentice

h en I first met Li Ge, an 
| engineer at Xuzhou 

Construction Machin­
ery Group, he was deeply engrossed 
in work.

A staff member who brought me 
in asked if an interview could be 
arranged, but Li was hesitant at 
first, citing his busy schedule. How­
ever, he did not refuse me outright. 

I began by saying, “Your family, 
spanning three generations, has

aligned with Chinese firms, creat­
ing dilemmas where substantial 
investments in finance, manpow­
er, and technical resources may be 
challenging to recoup, thereby 
impeding project advancement,” 
said Lin Boqiang, head of the Chi­
na Institute for Studies in Energy 
Policy at Xiamen University.

Lin said that escalating geopoli­
tical tensions have underscored 
the significance of critical mineral 
resources vital to the new energy 
sector. The surge in resource 
nationalism has elevated the issue 
of securing critical minerals for 
the development of equipment 
such as electric vehicle batteries, 
intensifying their role in geopoliti­
cal rivalries.

While China holds a prominent 
position in the global renewable 
energy arena and exhibits a sub­
stantial demand for critical miner­
als, he said the industry’s reliance 
on foreign sources for raw materials 
poses challenges. Despite expertise 
in extracting and processing specif­
ic critical minerals like rare earth 
elements, China’s domestic reserves

Human Resources and Social Secu­
rity, and “chief technician of Jiangsu 
province” elected by the local gov­
ernment, among others.

Taking Chinese cianes to the glob­
al stage has always been his dream. 
He vividly recalled early visits 
abroad when local engineers doubt­
ed China’s ability to manufacture 
such large cranes — a challenge that 
fueled Li’s determination.

In 2006 at an exhibition in 
Shanghai, Li recalled that XCMG’s 
display of seven 100-ton to 400-ton 
cranes drew thousands of visitors, 
with the CEOs of several global 
crane manufacturers offering 
praise. Among the crowd stood Li, 
filled with immense pride.

“Our cranes are extensively used 
in new energy projects. For 
instance, the latest XCA4000 was 
designed for the installation of 
large-capacity wind turbine blades. 
As global renewable energy advan-

power installed capacity at approxi­
mately 840 million kW. Their utili­
zation rates exceed 95 percent.

Meanwhile, China is intensifying 
efforts to bolster energy infrastruc­
ture construction, initiating 194 
energy and power facility renewal 
projects. Advanced technologies 
continue to set new benchmarks, 
exemplified by the production of the 
world’s largest 26-megawatt off­
shore wind turbine unit in Fujian 
province, and die constant record­
breaking solar cell efficiencies. Chi­
na’s nuclear power capacity, both 
operational and under construc­
tion, has surged to the global fore­
front, underscoring China’s pivotal 
role in driving global energy trans­
formation and battling climate 
change, the NEA said.

Francesco La Camera, director- 
general of the International Renew­
able Energy Agency, highlighted 
China’s essential role in leading the 
global shift toward sustainable 
practices.

“China is providing the world the 
panel, the blade, storage facilities at 
a reasonable price ... the country is

commercial opportunities. “The 
country is encouraging private com­
panies to invest in energy develop­
ment, utilization, and infrastructure 
construction in compliance with the 
law. Over the next decade, invest­
ments in key energy projects are 
poised to remain at the trillion-yuan 
level.”

China has made significant 
progress in the development of 
renewable energy, with the 
installed capacity of wind and solar 
power totaling 1.35 billion kW as of 
end-2024. This accomplishment 
fulfills the country’s commitment 
made at the Climate Ambition 
Summit six years ahead of schedule, 
according to the National Energy 
Administration.

Newly increased renewable ener­
gy installations in China surpassed 
300 million kW last year, constitut­
ing over 85 percent of all new instal­
lations, while the energy self- 
sufficiency rate was maintained 
above 80 percent, said the NEA.

At present, the national wind 
power installed capacity stands at 
around 510 million kW, and solar

‘■*1.1

Higher utilization 
of renewables, 
more private sector 
participation to 
expedite growth

China’s energy sector is poised for 
further' growth this year, fueled by 
favorable policies that will expedite 
the country’s shift toward renewa­
ble energy sources, even as it navi­
gates challenges like demand­
supply imbalances and trade 
barriers, said experts.

Ulis growth is not only evident in 
increased installed capacity, but also 
in the utilization of renewable ener­
gy, enhanced private sector involve­
ment in major projects, 
advancements in technology 
research and development, and the 
active overseas operations of busi­
nesses, they said.

In recent years, the energy sector 
lias grappled with significant chal­
lenges stemming from a pro­
nounced demand-supply imbalance, 
resulting in issues like pricing fluctu­
ations and inventory concerns.

Therefore, a series of policies 
focusing on supply-side reforms in 
solar and wind power have been 
introduced since the end of 2024. 
Notably, the annual Central Eco­
nomic Work Conference in Decem­
ber' emphasized the establishment 
of a modern industrial system, call­
ing for efforts to tackle price-cen­
tered hyper competition amid 
demand-supply imbalances.

“Since the latter part of the year, 
China has been actively d riling the 
development and reform of the new 
energy sector, including supply-side 
reforms in solar power and demand­
side reforms in wind power. By 
2025, we anticipate the introduction 
of more new energy reforms with a 
growth-oriented approach,” said 
Ken Liu, head of mainland and 
Hong Kong utilities and renewables 
research at financial services pro­
vider UBS.

Wang Peng, a professor at North 
China Electric Power University, 
projects that by 2025, China’s com­
bined wind and solar installed 
capacity will reach approximately 
1.6 billion kilowatts. The proportion 
of non-fossil energy consumption is 
expected to surpass 21 percent by 
end-2025 and exceed 25 percent by 
2030. In the medium term, there 
will be a noticeable shift toward 
electrification of end-use energy 
consumption, transitioning to elec- 
tro-hydrogen combination in the 
long run.

“Future energy use will witness 
accelerated electrification across 
industries, construction, transpor­
tation, agriculture and other sec­
tors, with end-use electrification 
levels projected to reach nearly 30 
percent by 2025 and 34 percent by 
2030. Electricity is poised to become 
the dominant end-use energy 
source, with hydrogen energy show­
ing promising innovative develop­
ment potential and anticipated 
increased role in end-use energy 
consumption transformation,” 
Wang said.

He said the new energy law, effec­
tive Jan 1, also signifies a shift 
toward a more market-oriented 
approach in energy investment and 
operations, unlocking substantial

Left: An employee works in a photovoltaic module production workshop at a new energy company in Shangqiu, Henan province, on Jan 3.
li heng / xinhua Right: A person charges an electric car at a smart green charging station in Beijing on Dec 26. li xin / xinhua

of critical minerals are limited. 
“In addition, forthcoming trade 

barriers are expected to heighten, 
impacting the export of Chinese 
renewable energy products. Despite 
notable advancements in sectors 
such as photovoltaics, wind power, 
and electric vehicles, China faces 
trade protectionist measures from 
countries like the United States and 
the European Union. These meas­
ures, encompassing tariffs and tech­
nology-related barriers, pose 
significant hurdles to exporting Chi­
nese products and expanding the 
industry internationally?’

Lin said that by conducting 
in-depth research on local demand, 
customizing products accordingly, 
localizing production, setting up 
sales and service networks tailored 
to specific regions, and expanding 
trade reach, companies can 
strengthen their market position.

Moreover, substantial invest­
ments in technology research and 
development, the cultivation of 
interdisciplinary teams, and a focus 
on improving product efficiency 
and performance while overcoming 
technological obstacles can drive 
innovations and increase Chinese 
companies’ competitiveness.

Diversifying the investment desti­
nation also stands out as a solution 
for Chinese enterprises to mitigate 
geopolitical risks. This necessitates 
establishing factories in regions out­
side of the areas heavily influenced 
by the US’ or the EU’s tariffs, and 
areas that are characterized by high 
energy demand and receptivity to 
renewable products.

BloombergNEF said that Chinese 
solar manufacturers had estab­
lished production facilities in Indo­
nesia last year, with a capacity of 6 
gigawatts for solar cells and 15 GW 
for modules.

“Indonesia currently falls out­
side the US’ new scope of anti­
dumping and anti-subsidy tariffs 
imposed on four Southeast Asian 
countries. Indonesia also man­
dates a certain level of local manu­
facturing requirements in 
foreign-invested solar projects, 
although these local content 
requirements were eased last 
year,” said Tan Youru, a solar ana­
lyst with BloombergNEF.

Additionally, Chinese invest­
ments in renewable energy across 
the Middle East have been on the 
rise. A recent report by global 
accounting firm EY revealed that 
Chinese investments in solar and 
wind energy in League of Arab 
States economies surpassed $13 bil­
lion between 2018 and 2023, consti­
tuting 24 percent of total 
investments. The report said Chi­
nese companies are actively expand­
ing their footprint in the renewable 
energy value chain.

The domestic market also grap­
ples with profitability challenges 
stemming from demand-supply 
imbalances. For instance, the pho­
tovoltaic industry has witnessed 
substantial production growth in 
key components like polycrystal­
line silicon, silicon wafers, cells, 
and modules, alongside signifi­
cant price declines. Despite these 
challenges, there are signs of 
improvement, with procurement 
prices stabilizing and some pro­
jects witnessing minor price 
increases since mid-October, indi­
cating a trend toward stability 
across the industry chain, the Chi­
na Photovoltaic Industry Associa­
tion said.

pushing the global energy transi­
tion,” said La Camera.

China has to date contributed 
over 80 percent of photovoltaic 
modules and 70 percent of wind 
power equipment. Over the past 
decade, average power costs per 
kilowatt-hour of wind and solar 
power projects in China have fallen 
by over 60 percent and 80 percent, 
respectively, according to the NEA 

Amid China’s rapid develop­
ment, the renewable energy sector 
is confronted with significant chal­
lenges, with one being export 
obstacles stemming from geopoliti­
cal conflicts.

“China’s renewable energy 
industry is poised to encounter 
substantial geopolitical hurdles. 
Political uncertainties following 
elections in various nations may 
trigger unforeseen policy shifts. 
Newly elected administrations, 
influenced by diverse political tac­
tions, often exhibit varying stances 
toward energy projects initiated 
by previous governments. This 
dynamic can lead to delays in wind 
and solar investments previously
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Chinese path to modernization in full swing
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Boosting high-standard opening-up to the world

MAIN STREET
ByLinXuefen
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ditional advantages in international divi­
sion of labor and competition have weaken­
ed, institutional opening and alignment 
with international high standards in eco­
nomic and trade rules still lace gaps, and 
risks in key areas need to be effectively pre­
vented and resolved.

Practice has fully proven that opening-up 
is the key choice of China and an essential 
path to building an open world economy 
and promoting inclusive and equitable eco­
nomic globalization. By promoting high-lev­
el opening-up, China can create a stable 
external environment for high-quality 
development, better connecting domestic 
and international markets and resources, 
and constructing a new development pat­
tern of dual-circulation. In order to achieve 
these goals, it is necessary to strengthen 
innovation and promote China’s integration 
into the global innovation network, acceler­
ating the construction of a globally competi­
tive innovation ecosystem, deepening 
international innovation cooperation and 
cultivating China’s new productive forces. 
At the same time, it is important to keep the 
balance of development and security, 
improving the regulation of key areas such 
as trade, finance and data, and enhancing 
risk prevention and security. China will also 
need to improve its participation in global 
security governance mechanisms, and 
actively engage in the formulation of rules 
for global security.

technological innovation mechanism 
to achieve high-level technological 
self-reliance. Technological moderni­
zation is essential to the Chinese path 
to modernization.

As an important part of the country’s 
technological forces, SOEs must clearly 
recognize their strategic role within Chi­
na’s broader technological innovation 
framework. They should prioritize techno­
logical innovation as the “top priority”, 
accelerate efforts to tackle core technolo­
gies and provide essential support for the 
development of the country’s technological 
capabilities.

Second, it is practical for SOEs to con­
solidate their performance in various 
industries to help build a modern indus­
trial system in China. SOEs should play an 
important role by actively entering new

industrial sectors, accelerating the devel­
opment of new quality productive forces, 
and fostering new growth drivers. These 
efforts will help China speed up the for­
mation of an autonomous, controllable, 
secure, reliable and competitive modern 
industrial system.

New quality productive forces are char­
acterized by advanced productivity freed 
from traditional economic growth modes 
and productivity development paths, fea­
turing high-tech, high efficiency and high 
quality, and in line with the new develop­
ment philosophy.

Third, the government should provide 
increased support in key areas to ensure 
national strategic security, as it forms the 
foundation of development. SOEs are 
deeply involved in industries vital to 
national security and the economy. It is

The writer is chief economist and head of
the research institute at China Galaxy Secu­
rities Co Ltd.
The views do not necessarily reflect those of
China Daily.
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Currently, the Chinese economy feces 
considerable challenges. Given the com­
plex domestic and international environ­
ment, SOEs should strengthen their roles 
from the perspective of long-term national 
strategic security and sustainable develop­
ment, fully leverage China’s institutional 
advantages, enhance countercyclical plan­
ning and better serve as macroeconomic 
stabilizers.

The new round of SOE reform is driven 
by the goal of advancing the national objec­
tives, with a focus on boosting competitive­
ness and solidifying core functions. The 
reform seeks to strengthen the leadership 
of SOEs in six areas, including technologi­
cal innovation and the modern industrial 
system, to support the sustained progress 
of the Chinese path to modernization. 

First, China should improve the

he year 2025 marks the final year of 
the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) as 
the nation moves closer to achiev­
ing its 2035 long-term vision. The

following years will be a critical period for 
accelerating the construction of a new 
development pattern, promoting high-qual­
ity development and establishing a higher- 
level open economic system. At the recent 
Central Economic Work Conference, nine 
key economic tasks for 2025 were proposed, 
one of which emphasizes expanding high- 
standard opening-up and stabilizing foreign 
trade and investment. High-level opening- 
up is an essential component of high-quality 
development and a key strategy for realizing 
Chinese modernization.

Currently, China faces increasing difficul­
ties and challenges internationally and 
domestically in terms of economic and 
social development. China firmly promotes 
its opening-up policy, consolidating the 
foundation of foreign trade and foreign 
investment, and effectively supporting the 
achievement of the country’s main goals for 
economic and social development In 2024, 
in terms of foreign trade, the import and 
export of goods maintained steady growth, 
and the structure of foreign trade continued

and education, and focus on creating a mar­
ket-oriented, law-based, and international­
ized business environment, providing a 
favorable investment environment and sta­
ble growth and further consolidating for­
eign investors’ confidence in developing in 
China. Also, China will improve the con­
struction quality of pilot free trade zones 
and Hainan Free Trade Port, promoting the 
liberalization and facilitation of trade and 
investment, and fully leveraging the com­
prehensive pilot platform for reform and 
opening-up. Additionally, in terms of unilat­
eral openness, China will increase support 
for the least developed countries, increasing 
the scope of products enjoying zero-tariff 
treatment for these countries and thus fur­
ther promoting global openness.

Second, the conference emphasized the 
need to cultivate new drivers for foreign 
trade and develop services trade through 
innovation. As the new round of technologi­
cal revolution and industrial transforma­
tion deepens, digital trade, cross-border e- 
commerce and green trade are gradually 
becoming key directions for future trade 
growth. China will actively develop the 
trade of digital products and technologies, 
as well as the digital services trade, thus 
accelerating the digital empowerment of 
the entire trading chain and enhancing the 
competitiveness of foreign trade. At the 
same time, China will promote internation­
al cooperation on green development, con­
tinue to actively participate in the 
formulation of international rules, and 
strengthen new advantages and momen-

[Fin

essential to adopt a bottom-line thinking 
approach to balance development and 
security, strengthen the “defensive” line, 
enhance the ability to maintain “stabili­
ty”, and assume a protective role when 
needed.

Fourth, China should promote regional 
collaboration to reduce disparities and 
unlock the economic potential of inland 
regions. SOEs, as a crucial force in driving 
regional coordinated development, are key 
to effectively implementing the national 
strategy for regional coordination. They 
should optimize their regional strategies 
based on their functions and resource 
endowments, further supporting balanced 
regional development.

SOEs could play an important role in sec­
tors such as industrial restructuring, trans­
portation system integration and ecological 
improvements, contributing to higher-level 
regional development. By leveraging 
regional advantages, they should increase 
industrial investment tailored to local con­
ditions, and guide SOEs to optimize region­
al economic layouts through incremental 
investments such as the establishment of 
new subsidiaries.

Fifth, it would be effective for SOEs to 
actively participate in global industrial 
division and cooperation to promote high- 
level opening-up, as openness is a hallmark 
of the Chinese path to modernization. 
SOEs must take a more proactive approach 
in opening-up and collaborating, deeply 
engaging in global industrial networks to 
broaden the development space for the 
Chinese economy.

SOEs should improve their ability to 
shape international standards and regula­
tions, striving to gain greater influence in 
emerging sectors. They should adopt inter­
national business strategies to enhance 
their global presence, integrate their resour­
ces strategically and foster high-quality 
cooperation as Chinese companies expand 
their presence globally.

It is wise for SOEs to actively participate 
in the high-quality development of the Belt 
and Road Initiative and accelerate the devel­
opment of the New International Land-Sea 
Trade Corridor.

With its operational hub based in 
Chongqing in Southwest China, this trade 
corridor connects global ports via rail­
ways, sea routes and highways through 
provincial-level regions such as South 
China’s Guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
region and Southwest China’s Yunnan 
province.

Sixth, SOEs are capable of playing a cru­
cial role in driving a comprehensive green 
transformation of the economy, laying a 
strong foundation for high-quality green 
development. SOEs are not only important 
drivers of green transformation, but are also 
major contributors to it.

They must integrate the concept of green 
growth throughout their operations, accel­
erate green and low-carbon transformation, 
reduce energy consumption, improve pro­
duction efficiency and contribute to achiev­
ing the harmonious coexistence of humans 
and nature along the Chinese path to mod­
ernization.

turn for development. In addition, as the 
services sector holds the biggest growth 
potential, China will fully apply the negative 
list for cross-border trade in services, pro­
mote comprehensive pilot programs for 
expanding the services openness, and 
encourage establishing professional sendee 
institutions to enhance international servi­
ces capabilities. A sound cross-border finan­
cial services system will be established, and 
the supply of financial products and services 
will be enriched.

Finally, the conference stressed the need 
to align with international high standards 
and promote high-level institutional open- 
ing-up. China will place more emphasis on 
building an institutional system that aligns 
with international high-standard economic 
and trade rules, achieving compatibility and 
integration in areas such as intellectual 
property' protections, environmental stan­
dards, labor protections, etc, and will help 
build a transparent, stable and predictable 
institutional environment. China will accel­
erate the process of joining the Comprehen­
sive and Progressive Agreement for Trans­
pacific Partnership and the Digital Economy 
Partnership Agreement, deepen reforms in 
the foreign investment promotion system 
and continue to increase its role in interna­
tional standards setting, international eco­
nomic and trade cooperation, international 
division of labor and technology transfer.

In 2025, the global economy will fece 
many challenges, including a global growth 
slowdown, increased risks and uncertain­
ties, geopolitical tensions, rising trade pro­
tectionism, and adjustments in inflation 
and monetary policies, all of which will pose 
greater threats to the external environment 
stability. In terms of opening-up, China’s tra-
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he 20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China and the 
third plenary session of the 20th 
CPC Central Committee have out­

lined the promotion of national rejuvena­
tion through a Chinese path to 
modernization. In this context, the new era 
and new journey present both China’s cen­
trally and locally administered State-owned 
enterprises with new missions and respon­
sibilities.

Boosting the growth potential of SOEs 
plays a crucial role in driving high-quali­
ty development and supporting the Chi­
nese path to modernization. This is the 
central focus of the new round of SOE 
reforms.

SOEs are the cornerstone of advancing 
the Chinese path to modernization. Deep­
ening SOE reforms and more effectively 
leveraging the role of these companies hold 
significant contemporary importance.

First, strengthening the role of SOEs will 
help China respond to unprecedented glob­
al changes and better serve the national 
interests.

Currently, die world is undergoing rapid 
and profound changes unseen in a century. 
SOEs are primarily distributed across many 
industries crucial to national security and 
represent an economic lifeline. They are 
crucial for realizing national strategic inten­
tions and responding to changes in the 
external environment. Reform measures 
should therefore be accelerated, with the 
new round of SOE reforms becoming more 
thorough and actionable.

Through continuous reforms, the earning 
capability and asset structures of SOEs 
should be further strengthened and opti­
mized in a market-oriented way, thus con­
stantly improving China’s institutional 
advantages.

Second, SOEs will play an important role 
in implementing the government’s industri­
al policies. As industrial policies are crucial 
for driving innovation and economic trans­
formation, governments of many countries 
are implementing relevant policies to foster 
growth of emerging industries.

Strategic emerging industries in China 
include sectors such as energy-saving and 
environmental protection, next-generation 
information technology, biotechnology, 
high-end equipment manufacturing, new 
energy, advanced materials and electric 
vehicles, said the State-owned Assets Super­
vision and Administration Commission of 
the State Council.

On the other hand, with the accelerated 
restructuring of global industrial competi­
tion, China’s industrial transformation and 
upgrading fece unprecedented challenges. 
By deepening SOE reforms and accelerating 
the development of a modern industrial sys­
tem, they will play a critical role in dealing 
with difficulties and advancing the Chinese 
path to modernization.

Third, reinforcing the important role of 
SOEs, in particular central SOEs, and for­
tifying countercyclical planning are 
essential for functioning as macroeco­
nomic stabilizers.
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to improve. Over the past year, China’s total 
import and export trade grew by 5 percent 
year-on-year. Trade with countries and 
regions involved in the Belt and Road Initia­
tive grew by 6.4 percent. In the process of 
developing new quality productive forces 
and accelerating the cultivation of new pow­
ers for economic growth, the export struc­
ture continued to be optimized, with exports 
of mechanical and electrical products grow­
ing by 8.7 percent, raising their share of total 
exports to 59.4 percent. In terms of attract­
ing foreign investment, from January to 
November 2024, the number of newly estab­
lished foreign-invested enterprises 
increased 8.9 percent year-on-year. While 
actual foreign investment declined slightly, 
there was strong growth in the high-tech 
manufacturing sector, with medical instru­
ments and equipment manufacturing, com­
puter and office equipment manufacturing, 
and professional technical services growing 
by 53.4 percent, 39.1 percent and 19 percent, 
respectively. This reflects the remarkable 
resilience and adaptability of China’s econo­
my, and a strong momentum for the devel­
opment of new industries and new forces.

The Central Economic Work Conference 
highlighted China’s high regard for pursu­
ing high-standard opening-up and outlined 
a series of measures. First, the conference 
emphasized that China will voluntarily and 
unilaterally' open its market wider. China 
will completely remove foreign investment 
access restrictions in the manufacturing 
sector, promote wider opening of sectors 
such as telecommunications, healthcare

■s ]

1 Al

A

-

k - 

j

■w

r



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2025 3:34:15 PM

CHINA DAILY I GLOBAL EDITION Monday, January 20,2025 | 9

WORLD
Romance evolves
into business success

Israeli tanks open fire in northern Gaza on Sunday before the cease-fire deal takes effect, ilia Yefimovich / ap

Gaza cease-fire comes
into force after delay

Agencies contributed to this story.

Protesters storm court after
Yoon’s detention extended

“The

Agencies contributed to this story.

Healthcare role of Africa’s traditional cures stressed
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By CUI HAIPEI in Dubai, UAE 
cuihaipei @chinadaily.com.cn

SEOUL — Hundreds of support­
ers of South Korea’s arrested Presi­
dent Yoon Suk-yeol stormed a court 
building on Sunday after his deten­
tion was extended, smashing win­
dows and breaking inside, an attack 
the country’s acting leader called 
“unimaginable”

Yoon on Wednesday became the 
first sitting South Korean president 
to be arrested as he feces allegations 
of insurrection related to his short­
lived Dec 3 declaration of martial 
law that has plunged the country 
into political turmoil.

Shortly after die Seoul Western 
District Court announced the exten­
sion of Yoon’s detention around 3 am 
on Sunday, his supporters swarmed 
the building, overwhelming the riot 
police trying to keep them at bay.

Protesters blasted fire extinguish­
ers at lines of police guarding the 
front entrance, then flooded inside, 
destroying office equipment, fit­
tings and furniture, footage showed. 

Police restored order a few hours 
later, saying they had arrested 46

Ten years ago, Spanish young 
man Jesus Garcia used his univer­
sity graduation scholarship to buy a 
plane ticket to China, set on winning 
the heart of a young Chinese woman, 
Yang Saijun.

That same year, 2014, the first 
China-Europe freight train departed 
from Yiwu — where Garcia made a 
home for himself — heading to Spain, 
connecting China’s largest small com­
modity market with the Spanish capi­
tal, Madrid, Europe’s largest such hub. 

Today Garcia and Yang, now mar­
ried, ran an import business in Yiwu, 
using the rail link to carry Spanish 
wine and ham to China. At the start 
they were dispatching two or three 
containers a year to China, and that 
has since risen to 60 or 70.

With improved logistics provided 
by the rail link, Spanish products 
such as red vine, olive oil and ham, 
as well as Chinese staples, mechanical 
appliances and other equipment have 
gained easier access to both markets. 

Yiwu, which enjoys its reputation 
as tiie world’s supermarket and a key 
supplier for Chinese cross-border 
e-commerce platforms, is now about 
to launch a new round of internation­
al trade reforms aimed at strengthen­
ing its role in global commerce.

The hub, promoting Belt and Road 
collaboration and high-quality devel­
opment of the China-Europe freight 
train network, will further contribute 
to advancing China’s dual circulation 
strategy, which integrates domestic 
and global markets and supports 
efforts to build China into a strong 
trading nation, according to the plan 
published last month.

Yiwu’s Global Digital Hade Center, 
which draws on artificial intelligence 
and digital tools to improve core trade 
elements, such as supply chains, logis­
tics and markets, is due to open its 
market section for trial operations in 
October 2025.

A long-awaited cease-fire in the 
Gaza Strip took effect on Sunday 
after a delay of almost three hours, 
amid concerns that the serious trust 
deficit between Israel and Hamas 
might hamper its implementation 
and prospects for lasting peace in 
the Middle East.

An announcement from Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya­
hu’s office said the cease-fire began 
at 11:15 am, instead of the planned 
8:30 am. The delay was attributed 
to Hamas not providing the names 
of three Israeli hostages set for 
release. Israel had said it would 
keep fighting until the names were 
handed over.

Hamas cited “technical field rea­
sons” for the delay and later named 
the three female hostages as Romi 
Gonen, Doron Steinbrecher and 
Emily Daman, saying it is commit­
ted to the deal announced last week. 
The three hostages were expected to 
be released after 4 pm on Sunday, 
Netanyahu’s office said.

During the delay, the Israeli mili­
tary carried out strikes across the 
Gaza Strip, killing at least 13 Pales­
tinians, medics said.

A Palestinian official familiar 
with the matter, speaking on condi-

Integrating African traditional 
medicine into national healthcare 
systems, while taking a leaf from the 
well-established practices of tradi­
tional Chinese medicine, could help 
address the health crises plaguing 
the African continent, experts and 
practitioners suggest.

Africa feces widespread infec­
tious diseases, exacerbated by weak 
healthcare systems, poverty and 
limited access to medicine, which 
place a heavy burden on the conti­
nent’s already under-resourced 
health facilities.

The World Health Organization 
reports that up to 80 percent of 
Africa’s population relies on tradi­
tional medicine for its healthcare 
needs. It also highlights the indus­
try’s great commercial potential, 
stating that 34 research institutes 
in 26 African countries are dedi­
cated to traditional medicine 
research and development.

In Kenya, the National Tradition­
al Health Practitioners Association, 
an umbrella body for traditional 
medicine practitioners across the

medium-sized businesses across Chi­
na and creating 32 million jobs.

In the first 11 months of last year 
Yiwu’s imports and exports were 
worth 614 billion yuan ($84 billion), 
surpassing the total value of trade, 
566 billion yuan, for all of 2023 and 
setting a record.

Today more than 21,000 merchants 
from more than 100 countries and 
regions live and work in Yiwu, which 
boasts more than 40 international 
restaurants owned by foreigners. 
One standout is Beyti Restaurant, a 
popular Arab establishment and said 
to have been the city’s first foreign- 
owned eatery.

Mohanad Shalabi, a Jordanian who 
opened Beyti in 2002, says he has 
spent fewer than three months away 
from Yiwu since then, he thus consid­
ers the city his home, and, like Garcia, 
has a Chinese wife.

His restaurant, which started out 
as a 70-80 square meter space, has 
now expanded to 1,600square meters, 
occupying a prime location in the 
heart of the city.

In 2012 the local government set up 
a one-stop international trade service 
center to handle all foreign-related 
businesses, greatly improving the gov­
ernance of these entities.

A few years later the local govern­
ment began issuing foreign merchant 
cards to foreign business people in 
tiie city, an idea Shalabi says he had 
advocated. The card allows holders to 
enj oy tiie benefits that Chinese nation­
als in the city enjoy, including pen­
sions, healthcare, children’s education 
and other social sendees, according to 
People’s Daily.

Shalabi says that Yiwu has allowed 
him to realize his Chinese dream, 
something he says is the right of every­
one to pursue no matter where they 
are from, and that the Belt and Road 
Initiative is helping in the realization 
of that dream

Beyti, an Arabic word meaning 
my home, symbolizes how Yiwu has 
become a new domicile for merchants 
from all over the world, Shalabi says. 

“Yiwu is my home, and I want to do 
something for it.” He sees the Chinese 
dream as a sweet flower, he says. 

“When the flower blossoms, every­
one can enjoy its lingering fragrance.”

Millions of packages

The city now serves more than 200 
countries and regions, and attracts 
nearly 600,000 international trad­
ers a year. Thirty million packages 
are shipped out every day on aver­
age, supporting 2.1 million small and

By HOU CHENCHEN
houchenchen@chinadaily.com.cn

try of Sports, Culture and Heritage, 
requesting fundingtosend memb ers 
to China for lessons on developing 
African traditional medicine.

Meanwhile, tiie association has 
signed a collaboration agreement 
with the University of Nairobi to 
validate African traditional medici­
nes and natural products.

“The association is pleading with 
the government of Kenya to ensure 
that the integration of tiie African 
traditional and alternative medicine 
and practice into the mainstream 
health system is implemented with­
out any further delays or biases,” 
Mugambi said.

Pharmaceutical companies typi­
cally deal only with specific active 
ingredients from medicinal plants 
to target specific diseases, separat­
ing allopathic practitioners from 
medicines they use for treatment, 
he added.

continent, has been pushing for the 
integration of traditional medicine 
into formal healthcare. It is looking 
for partnerships with Chinese insti­
tutions to develop African tradition­
al medicine.

Stephen Mugambi, the technical 
adviser to the association, said there 
is much to learn from traditional 
Chinese medicine, such as its tech­
nology, medicines and research 
innovations.

Mugambi said the association lias 
written a proposal to Kenya’s Minis­

J
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on Sunday in opposition to tiie 
cease-fire.

Since Oct 7, 2023, Hamas and 
Israel have been engaged in a fierce 
conflict that has killed nearly 47,000 
Palestinians. The conflict began aft­
er Hamas launched a surprise attack 
on Israel, killing some 1,200 people 
and taking 251 hostages.

The United Nations said Gaza’s 
health system, road network and 
other vital infrastructure have been 
badly damaged. Rebuilding — if the 
cease-fire reaches its final phase — 
will need billions of dollars and 
years of work.

About 200 aid delivery trucks 
began arriving on Sunday at the 
Israeli-controlled Kerem Shalom 
border crossing ahead of entry into 
Gaza, two Egyptian sources told 
Reuters.

Although the international com­
munity has welcomed the truce, 
Ma Xiaolin, dean of the Institute for 
Studies on the Mediterranean Rim 
at Zhejiang International Studies 
University, said it remains a fragile 
prelude to peace, as there is serious 
mistrust between the two sides.

“Without a fundamental settle­
ment of the two sides’ historical 
disputes and the implementation 
of the two-state solution, any 
cease-fire could be a pause in the 
next conflict,” Ma said. “Peace will 
never come until the parties to the 
conflict abandon the zero-sum 
mentality and the philosophy of 
violence.”

Afef Al-Najjar, a Palestinian jour­
nalist from Gaza, said temporary 
peace cannot replace the right to five 
freely and to dream beyond survival, 
calling for more meaningful actions 
from the international community, 
particularly Western powers.

“How do we rebuild a life in such 
conditions, knowing that this 
cease-fire might crumble as quickly 
as it came?” she asked.

Wahome Ngare, an obstetrician 
and gynecologist in Nairobi with 31 
years of practice, said all original 
and authentic medicines have 
always been derived from herbs, 
noting that Africans knew' of these 
medicinal herbs long before the 
arrival of the colonialists.

Embracing the use of African 
traditional medicine in health­
care not only restores it to its 
rightful place but also lowers 
treatment costs, fosters research, 
enables regulation and standardi­
zation of treatment protocols, and 
offers African solutions to African 
problems.

Mbaabu Mathiu, a professor of 
environmental physiology and eth­
nomedicine, lamented the loss of 
traditional African practices under 
Western influence.

Africans historically used herbal 
medicines to treat both themselves 
and their livestock, he said, but the 
West’s perception that anything 
traditional is backward has under­
mined their value.

“We should go back to our tradi­
tional ways and traditional medi­
cine because they can treat the 
diseases that are frustrating the 
continent,” he said.

tion of anonymity, said the delay 
occurred because mediators had 
asked for 48 hours of “calm” before 
the implementation, but continued 
Israeli strikes right up until the 
deadline had made it difficult to 
send the list.

The delay underscored the fragili­
ty over’ the cease-fire implementa­
tion, during which Hamas would 
release the three hostages in 
exchange for scores of Palestinians 
imprisoned by Israel, the first step

Temporary phase

Netanyahu had warned the 
42-day first phase could be “tempo­
rary’; as negotiations on the second 
phase should begin in two w'eeks.

Meanwhile, the party of Israel’s 
hard-line National Security Minis­
ter Itamar Ben-Gvir said its Cabi­
net ministers submitted their 
resignations from the government 

Mbaabu Mathiu,
professor of environmental
physiology and ethnomedicine 

Ma Xiaolin,
dean of the Institute for Studies
on the Mediterranean Rim
at Zhejiang International 
Studies University 

Experts express concern over fragility of 
truce as Israeli strikes kill 13 Palestinians

Holistic approach

In contrast, African traditional 
medicine takes a holistic approach, 
he said. Practitioners perceive all 
the active properties of a medicinal 
plant to be interrelated and believe 
that the various parts of the body 
are also related, he added.
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We should go back 
to our traditional 
ways and traditional 
medicine because 
they can treat 
the diseases that 
are frustrating the 
continent.”

Without a 
fundamental 
settlement of the 
two sides’ historical 
disputes and the 
implementation 
of the two-state 
solution, any cease­
fire could be a pause 
in the next conflict.”

protesters and vowing to track 
down the others involved.

government expresses 
strong regret over the illegal vio­
lence ... which is unimaginable in a 
democratic society? acting President 
Choi Sang-mok said in a statement, 
adding he ordered the police to 
sternly investigate the incident.

Nine police officers were injured 
in the chaos, Yonhap reported.

With Yoon refusing to be ques­
tioned, investigators feeing a deadline 
on detaining tiie president asked the 
court on Friday to extend his custody. 

After a five-hour hearing on Satur­
day, a judge granted a new warrant 
extending Yoon’s detention for up to 
20 days, because of “concern that the 
suspect may destroy evidence”

On Sunday, Yoon’s People Power 
Party called the court’s decision to 
extend his detention a “great pity’’

The main opposition Democratic 
Party said the decision was a “corner­
stone” for rebuilding order.
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in a long process aimed at ending 
the 15-month-old conflict.

On the seventh day of the deal, 
four more hostages will be released, 
and this procedure is expected to 
occur every Saturday for the next 
six weeks, leading up to the release 
of more hostages.

The three-stage deal was 
announced after months of negotia­
tions brokered by Egypt, Qatar and 
the United States, and came ahead 
of the inauguration of US President­
elect Donald Thimp on Monday.

On Sunday morning, Palestinian 
residents began returning to their 
homes in parts of Gaza City, even as 
tank shelling continued. Families 
could be seen making their way 
back on foot, with their belongings 
loaded on donkey carts, residents 
said.

“The sound of shelling and 
explosions didn’t stop,” said Ahmed 
Matter, a Gaza resident. He said he 
saw many families leaving their 
shelters and returning to their 
homes. “People are impatient. They 
want this madness to end.”
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US’ Al export curbs Flight of fancy

dubbed unworkable

Briefly

AGENCIES—XINHUA

¥ ni

■W’j
.£

s

i >

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2025 3:34:15 PM

r

V

•O' ■

■ -T

• ♦ »

in our lives/

-/> -.

r

n/

Bj' LIA ZHU in San Francisco
Uazhu@chinadailyusa.com

L

People watch as participants fly kites during the Qatar Kite Festival in Doha on Saturday. The festival 
is a vibrant celebration of creativity and culture, featuring a spectacular showcase of colorful kites 
soaring across the Doha skyline, karim jaafar / agence france-presse

Experts have sharply criticized the 
latest export controls on artificial 
intelligence models and chips imple­
mented by outgoing US President 
Joe Biden’s administration, describ­
ing the measures as unworkable and 
counterproductive to the US’ stated 
goals of protecting national security 
and maintaining Al leadership.

The administration unveiled its 
Interim Final Rule for an “Export 
Control Framework for Artificial 
Intelligence Diffusion” last week as 
it approaches the end of its term.

While the framework aims to 
safeguard US national security by 
limiting the export of advanced Al 
chips and technologies to strategic 
competitors, particularly China, it 
has sparked intense debate about its 
potential impact on US competitive­
ness in the global market.

The new regulations, which took 
effect on Jan 13, include a grace period 
for compliance until May 15. The 
framework establishes a tiered system 
of export controls, with only 18 “trust­
ed” economies designated as “tier 
one” and exempted from strict export 
caps. This select group includes close 
US allies such as the United Kingdom, 
Japan, and Germany.

The framework’s “tier two” desig­
nation encompasses most of the 
world, including close US partners 
like Israel, Singapore, Brazil, India, 
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab 
Emirates. These nations face sub­
stantial restrictions with stringent 
country-specific limits on chip 
imports. China falls into the most 
restrictive “tier three” category 
which the US considers “adversaries”

As we embrace nature's 

revitalizing energy, let's also 

absorb and appreciate the 

majesty that surrounds us and 

nurtures our common desire 

to create an environment for 

the harmonious coexistence of 

humans and nature.

The regulations particularly 
affect the export of graphics pro­
cessing unit chips essential for pow­
ering cutting-edge Al applications, 
including large language models. 
Industry experts warn that the 
framework’s broad scope and lack of 
targeted measures could under­
mine US competitiveness in Al, 
weaken US global leadership in digi­
tal policy, and create opportunities 
for foreign Al chip manufacturers to 
capture greater market share.

“It’s a nice, cute touch, but it 
doesn’t actually work, and we know 
that from experience,” said James 
Andrew Lewis, senior vice-president 
and director of the Strategic Tech­
nologies Program at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. 

Speaking at a webinar organized 
by the Information Technology and 
Innovation Foundation on Thurs­
day, Lewis said if the goal is to 
impede China’s Al development, the 
framework will not work.

“It’s worthwhile to accelerate 
what the US is doing. It’s worth­
while to seek to dominate the mar­
ket, but it’s less useful to try and stop 
the Chinese. Because 10 years ago 
the Chinese were still dependent on 
the US for technology, and that’s 
increasingly less true, they’ll come 
up with workarounds. They’ll come 
up with substitutes,” he said.

COLOMBIA

Death toll in guerrilla 
violence rises to 60 
The death toll from attacks in 
guerrilla violence in Colombia has 
risen to 60 in the country’s Cata- 
tumbo region, officials said on Sat­
urday. Rival groups have for year’s 
been fighting in the region over 
control of the cocaine trade. 
Around 60 people have been killed 
across Catatumbo, Colombia’s 
Ombudsman Office said late on 
Saturday, while some residents 
were “taking refuge in the moun­
tains” to escape the violence. The 
ombudsman’s office posted on 
social media that about 60 people 
have died violently, 32 were kid­
napped and hundreds were dis­
placed due to conflict in recent 
days between the National Libera­
tion Army and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia.

IRAN

2 senior judges killed 
in shooting attack 
'IVvo senior judges were killed on 
Saturday in a shooting attack at the 
Supreme Court of Iran in Tteheran, 
the Mizan news agency of the Irani­
an judiciary reported. Mizan said 
that the two judges were Ali Razini, 
head of Branch 39, and Moham­
mad Moghiseh, head of Branch 53, 
of the Supreme Court, and that the 
assailant committed suicide soon 
after the attack. Calling the attack a 
“premeditated act of terror” carried 
out by an “armed infiltrator” Mizan 
said investigations were underway 
to identify and arrest those behind 
the “terrorist” action. Meanwhile, 
the semiofficial Fats news agency, 
citing an informed source at Iteher- 
an’s police, reported that the attack­
er was among the service personnel 
of the Supreme Court.

UNITED STATES 

Starship grounded 
after midair blast
The United States on Friday ground­
ed SpaceX’s Starship and ordered
Elon Musk’s company to investigate 
why tire spaceship disintegrated in a 
fiery cascade over the Caribbean 
during its test mission. Authorities 
in the TUrks and Caicos Islands con­
firmed they diverted all flights from 
their airspace during the incident 
and urged residents not to touch 
fallen debris, warning it could be 
hazardous. Under established proce­
dures, SpaceX will now be required 
to cany out a “mishap investigation”, 
including the identification of any 
corrective actions, which the Federal 
Aviation Administration will review' 
before determining if the launch 
vehicle can return to flight.

Measures go against Washington’s goal 
of maintaining leadership, experts say
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mind, and the goal we should have 
in mind for this regulation is how to 
accelerate US leadership in this 
market, and the best measure for 
that is market share,” Lewis said.

Ken Glueck, executive vice-presi­
dent of Oracle, shared these con­
cerns, arguing the new rules w'ould 
foster new' foreign competition for 
US companies and describing the 
“arbitrary market allocation 
scheme” as “just unworkable”

“The problem is that there are far 
too many tier two countries,” Glueck 
said at the webinar. From a “practi­
tioner’s view’; he said, “You are not 
allowed to deploy more than 50 per­
cent of GPUs outside of the United 
States, that means US industry is a 
net loser under this discussion.”

“If tariffs can be considered the 
first phase of America’s economic 
war with China, then blacklisting 
appears to be the second phase. Of 
course, with tariffs, a Chinese com­
pany could still do business with the 
US, but those that are blacklisted 
are denied such opportunities,” 
Anthony Moretti, department head 
and an associate professor of the 
Communication and Organization­
al Leadership Department at Robert 
Morris University in Pennsylvania, 
told China Daily.

“Biden has become even more of a 
China hawk since his vice-president 
lost the 2024 election; there have 
been multiple blacklist announce­
ments over the past eight to 10 
weeks, and they raise questions 
about just how sincere he was in 
supporting the San Francisco vision 
and any other efforts, for that mat­
ter, that might have improved 
US-China relations,” Moretti said.

“Regardless of the reason or rea­
sons, the erosion of the bilateral rela­
tionship continues, and that is not 
go od for either country or for the glob­
al community as a whole,” he said.

I
I

Objectives questioned

Questioning the policy’s funda­
mental objectives, Lewis suggested 
that instead of trying to constrain 
China, the focus should be on “hav­
ing the biggest market share for 
American companies possible”.

“When you design a regulation, 
you should have some goals in 
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Opinion Line

China and Vietnam strengthening
ties as neighbors, partners and friends

TikTok tests US earnestness for cooperation

T

Hard-won target shows economy on the rebound

What They Say

Bidens move will deliver blow to American consumers

Contact us at:

— IJ YANG, CHINA DAILY
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The exchange of congratulatory 
remarks between the top leaders of Chi­
na and Vietnam on the occasion of the 
two countries’ 75th anniversary of diplo­
matic ties underscores both sides’ com­
mitment to nourishing their friendship 
and jointly building a China-Vietnam 
community with a shared future. 

China and Vietnam have learned 
from each other and forged ahead hand 
in hand, advancing socialism and deep­
ening their comprehensive strategic 
cooperation. Their reciprocal coopera­
tion in a wide range of fields, including 
political, economic, trade, security, and 
people-to-people exchanges, has bene­
fited the two peoples and contributed to 
regional and world stability, develop­
ment and prosperity.

In recent years, under the guidance of 
the leaders of both parties and countries, 
bilateral ties have progressed by leaps 
and bounds and been lifted to a strategic 
height The frequent high-level interac­
tion has provided strong momentum for

In 2024, China’s GDP grew by 5 per­
cent year-on-year, successfully meeting 
the annual economic growth target of 
about 5 percent That’s a hard-won result. 

Driven by the implementation of a 
series of incremental macroeconomic 
policies since September 2024, the 
recovery of the economy in the fourth 
quarter has accelerated, with produc­
tion and demand both improved. 

That is reflected in the rebounding of 
the industry and service sectors, con­
sumer demand, infrastructure and man­
ufacturing investment and sales in the 
real estate market

More important, the economic struc­
ture has also been continuously opti­
mized and upgraded in the process. In 
2024, the value added of China’s high- 
tech industry and investment both 
achieved rapid growth, and the propor­
tion of the service sector in its GDP 
increased to 56.7 percent.

The annual industrial value added last 
year increased by 5.8 percent compared 
with 2023. In particular, high-tech man­
ufacturing and equipment manufactur­
ing maintained a high output growth 
rate throughout 2024, accounting for
16.3 percent and 34.6 percent respective­
ly of the value added of industrial enter­
prises above designated size. 

The service industry also accelerated 
its expansion, with the service industry 
production index increasing by 5.2 per­
cent compared with 2023, and the 
growth rate in each month of the fourth 
quarter remaining above 6 percent. 

The trade-in policy has significantly 
boosted residents’ consumption and 
manufacturing equipment renewal, 
while the recovery of manufacturing 
and infrastructure has led to a relatively 
rapid growth in overall investment 

Fixed asset investment grew by 3.2 
percent in 2024. The cultivation of new

forms gain an unfair trade advantage 
while American businesses play by the 
rules,” National Economic Advisor Lael 
Brainard said in a statement. 

“Today’s actions are an important 
step forward to level the playing field 
for American workers, retailers, and 
manufacturers and to enforce US laws 
that protect the health and safety of our 
consumers.”

But these are just excuses to cover up 
the absurdity of the proposed rule that 
will leave no party unscathed if imple­
mented, especially US consumers, as 
well as US e-commerce companies such 
as Amazon, whose imported parcels are 
not exempted from the rule.

Although the US represents a fast­
growing foreign market, the major 
market for the Chinese e-commerce 
giants is still the Chinese mainland, 
where the logistics costs are much 
lower than in developed economies.

China is not only a major manufactur­
ing base of various kinds of consumer 
goods but also one of the largest 
e-commerce markets in the world with 
the largest body of e-consumers. To 
put the matter in perspective, the 
number of e-commerce parcels Jinhua 
city, Zhejiang province, handled in
2023 is 13.6 billion, 10 times the num­
ber of the US’ imported e-commerce 
parcels in fiscal year 2024.

Even if the US imposes the tariffs on 
imported e-commerce parcels, a move 
that may be rejected by the new US 
administration after a 60-day consulta­
tion with the public, the final price of 
the consumer goods might still be lower 
than that of the retail price at brick-and- 
mortar malls in the US.

In effect, what the US will be taxing 
is not Chinese companies but US con­
sumers.

ikTok “temporarily” suspended its services in the United States on Saturday, follow­
ing the Supreme Court’s ruling that a law requiring the app to sever ties with its 
Chinese parent company, ByteDance, or face a ban, is constitutional and does not 
violate the First Amendment.

The Protecting Americans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act took effect 
at midnight on Sunday.

After the US Supreme Court’s decision on Friday upholding an earlier appeals court judg­
ment in favor of the sell-or-ban federal law, White House news secretary Karine Jean-Pierre 
said in a statement: “TikTbk should remain available to Americans, but simply under Ameri­
can ownership or other ownership that addresses the national security concerns identified 
by Congress in developing this law,” noting that actions to implement the law will fall to the 
Donald Thump administration.

That means the Joe Biden administration has handed a poisoned chalice to its successor. 
After meeting with TikTbk CEO Shou Zi Chew last month, Thump told the media he would 

“take a look” whether he would seek to prevent the Supreme Court’s ban from taking effect. 
And in a telephone interview with NBC News on Saturday, Thump said he hadn’t made a 
decision yet but he will “most likely” give TikTbk a 90-day reprieve from a ban in the US after 
taking office.

“I think that would be, certainly, an option that we look at. The 90-day extension is some­
thing that will be most likely done, because it’s appropriate. You know, it’s appropriate. We 
have to look at it carefully. It’s a very big situation,” Thump said.

The law allows for such a 90-day pause in the restrictions on the app if there has been 
significant progress toward its sale to a US entity before the law takes effect. But accord­
ing to what the Justice Department has said in court filings, a sale of TikTok does not 
appear imminent and, although experts have said the app will not disappear from exist­
ing users’ phones once the law takes effect, new users won’t be able to download it and 
updates won’t be available.

TikTbkhas about 170 million users in the United States, suspending its service before it has to 
is a risky action for the company as that might lead to its users migrating to other social media 
platforms. But if it continues to operate without compliance, it could expose itself and associat­
ed platforms to legal penalties of up to $5,000 per user. So suspending the app is a strategic 
move to mitigate legal risks and financial liabilities.

Media-sawy Trump attaches great importance to his media relations, as long as he thinks 
the media organizations are friendly to him, which is evidenced by the fact that several 
members of his Cabinet are former media veterans.

His personal rapport with Chew, and the important role TikTok played in helping him woo 
young voters in election mean TikTok might be regarded as a friendly social media platform 
that can contribute to his governance, as long as its alleged threat to the US’ national security 
is addressed.

Users of the app are now greeted with a message apologizing for the app being unavailable 
that states, “we are fortunate that President "frump has indicated that he will work with us 
on a solution to reinstate TikTok once he takes office. Please stay tuned!”

It is also thought that Trump won’t want to ban TikTbk because he might seek to leverage 
the TikTok issue as a bargaining chip with Beijing in exchange for the latter’s assistance on 
some other fronts, frump is well aware TikTok’s “threat” to US national security is just an 
excuse for some parties to try and Americanize the app, and the TikTok ban, one of the fare­
well gifts from the Biden administration, aims to shake frump’s popularity among young 
Americans and obstruct his efforts to repair ties with China.

frump is certainly well aware that Biden’s welcome-to-office gift is without substance 
and simply galvanized with a “national security” antirust coating to make it appear of val­
ue. Thus it should not be difficult for the new administration to find a proper solution to 
the issue.

bilateral relations to enter a new stage of 
higher political mutual trust 

The two neighbors signed a memoran­
dum of understanding on the joint 
implementation of the China-proposed 
Belt and Road Initiative and Vietnam’s 
“Two Corridors and One Economic Cir­
cle” plan in 2017, ushering in major pro­
jects that have substantially improved 
people’s well-being.

The strengthening of the China-Viet­
nam relationship serves the fundamen­
tal interests of both nations and aligns 
with the current global trends. China’s 
stable, growing ties with Vietnam, a 
member of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, also contributes to Chi­
na’s overall relations with the 10-mem- 
ber bloc and the building of a closer 
China-ASEAN community with a 
shared future. In today’s turbulent 
world, China-Vietnam cooperation also 
contributes to regional and world peace 
and development.

In stark contrast to some ill-inten­

tioned forces’ repeated provocations over 
the South China Sea disputes, China and 
Vietnam have vowed to work together to 
maintain the South China Sea as a sea of 
peace and cooperation, oppose the 
involvement of external forces and accel­
erate consultations on the Code of Con­
duct in the South China Sea. 

In this new phase of bilateral relations 
and at a new historical juncture, both 
nations should work more closely togeth­
er to safeguard international equality 
and justice, practice true multilateralism, 
and support each other on issues con­
cerning their respective major interests. 

The two neighbors have everything to 
gain from continuing to leverage their 
shared opportunities, speeding up 
important cooperation plans and imple­
menting the consensus reached between 
them so as to bring long-term benefits to 
the two peoples and ensure the giant 
ship of China-Vietnam friendship will 
sail toward greater success.

- WANG HUI, CHINA DAILY
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ow to enhance cooperation and jointly seize the new opportunities for develop­
ment presented by the digital revolution are the keys to a brighter future.

At a time when inclusive, green and sustainable development becomes an 
imperative need for the whole of humanity, the world is beset with risks and

uncertainties and a vicious cycle of weak growth, conflict and division.
Ineffectual global coordination has resulted in growing development, governance and 

trust deficits, and both emerging technologies and economic globalization have shown 
themselves to be double-edged swords.

These deficits and the economic and development challenges have hindered concerted 
efforts to address not only common global challenges, such as global warming and climate 
change, but also conflicts and geopolitical tensions in various parts of the world.

It is against this backdrop that the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2025 in Davos 
convenes this week for deliberations under the theme “Collaboration for the Intelligent Age”. 

A platform for global leaders to discuss ways to address key global and regional challen­
ges, the agenda includes responding to geopolitical shocks, stimulating growth to improve 
living standards, and stewarding a just and inclusive energy transition.

Viewed as a world economic bellwether event, President Xi Jinping has attended the 
forum three times in the past, delivering strong messages in support of economic globaliza­
tion, safeguarding and practicing multilateralism, and jointly creating a better world. 

This year, Chinese Vice-Premier Ding Xuexiang will attend the meeting before his visits to 
Switzerland and the Netherlands.

Ding, who is also a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the Com­
munist Party of China Central Committee, is expected to share China’s experience, vision 
and proposals at the meeting with a view to strengthening exchanges and communication 
with other parties.

Over the past decade, China has been an important source of impetus for the steady 
growth of the world economy and the Chinese economy grew by 5 percent last year, despite 
the downward pressure, demonstrating that with its strong resilience it can continue to pro­
vide strong dynamism to the world.

But there is a pressing need to strengthen the shared will and resolve to steer the world 
economy toward a more inclusive, resilient and sustainable future. A better world can only 
be built by all working together. Common challenges will not be overcome in a divided 
world.

At Davos, Ding will engage in exchanges and communication with other parties with the 
aim of enhancing understanding and trust and strengthening the consensus for more effec­
tive global economic governance. Boosting world economic growth requires cooperation 
and the upholding of true multilateralism and an equal and orderly multipolar world and 
mutually beneficial and inclusive economic globalization.

The misguided approach of antagonism and confrontation pursued by some in their 
efforts to freeze the divisions they create into a new Cold War and their waging of trade 
wars and tech wars have hurt all countries’ interests and undermined everyone’s well-be­
ing.

Estrangement, confrontation, protectionism and conflict are choices that have only exac­
erbated the turmoil and turbulence that are leaving no country unscathed. It is time to set 
aside these failed zero-sum individual buoyancy aids in favor of the collective fostering of 
communication, cooperation, openness and peace that will keep all afloat.
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quality productive forces and the 
increase in equipment renewal policies 
continued to drive investment, and the 
capacity utilization situation also 
improved at the same time. In the 
fourth quarter, the capacity utilization 
rate of industrial enterprises above des­
ignated size was 76.2 percent, an 
increase of 1.1 percentage points from 
the third quarter, which is expected to 
further enlarge the space for manufac­
turing investment growth in the future. 

Driven by the package of incremental 
policies continuously introduced by the 
central and local governments, coupled 
with the recovery of the endogenous 
momentum of the economy, China’s 
national economy will continue to 
rebound and the macro fundamentals 
will continue to improve, laying a solid 
foundation for the country’s high quali­
ty development this year.

- 21ST CENTURY BUSINESS HERALD
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Pooling wisdom, collective efforts 
best way to sustain global recovery

The Biden administration on Friday 
issued last-minute proposed rales to 
curb duty-free imports under the $800 
“de minimis” threshold, denying exemp­
tion for low-value shipments of goods 
that are subject to other punitive US tar­
iffs.

The move marks a setback for e-com- 
merce firms, including China-based 
Shein and PDD Holdings’ Temu, which 

have exploited the de minimis 
threshold to ship millions of 
small packages a day to US cus­
tomers.

In addition, small package 
shippers will also be required 
to include the 10-digit Harmo­
nized Tariff Schedule classifi­
cations for the package

1 contents in order to claim the
exemption. 

“We cannot let Chinese- 
founded e-commerce plat-

vs,
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homogenization to occur and 
become the norm is unwise.

i

shifting the 
focus from 
attention to 
embodied pres­
ence. Just like 
attention once 
drove profit, in 
the future, it

spaces. Historically, our physical space 
has been exhausted, leading to over­
crowding. With the rise of the internet 
and evolving versions of the Web, 
humans began to occupy digital spaces 
(the cyberspace), repeating the cycle. 

Now that the 2D Web has become 
saturated, there’s a growing need to 
explore the third dimension (3D space), 
driven by advancements in computing 
and investment from Big Tech. The 
Metaverse exists to fulfill our need to 
expand into spaces beyond the dimen­
sions that we currently inhabit. 

The proliferation of data-capturing 
devices has made data highly accessible 
in various formats and resolutions, 
which in turn supports content genera­
tion for Metaverse and Generative Al. 
XR technologies, when properly util­
ized, could transform how we learn, 
communicate and work, aligning with 
Daniel Bell’s prediction about the grow­
ing importance of manipulating infor­
mation. The rise of GenAI presents 
both uncertainties and opportunities. 

In recent months, there have been 
GenAI models that transform heritage 
figurines into dancing models. I strong­
ly oppose the use of Al in this particular 
way, because it belittles the cultural sig­
nificance handed down to us from pre­
vious generations. The younger 
generation can be amused by dancing 
cultural heritage figurines, but they will 
grow up hating the perception that all 
there is to heritage is amusement 

In my knowledge as an expert in Dig­
ital Heritage and Metaverse Technolo­
gies, to ensure these technologies 
benefit society, and especially our 
younger generation, it is necessary to 
understand their nature and properly 
define their purpose. 

Before using digital technology for 
any purpose, I would ask questions such 
as: Can x technology do y which tradi­
tional approaches were not able to?

r 1

How will x technology add value to y 
within spectrum z which traditional 
approaches could not already have done 
so? How will technology affect those 
who use it, as well as society at large? 

We need to understand that digital 
technologies can provide additional 
dimensions for information, and how 
these dimensions can be leveraged so 
that information becomes meaningful, 
and can be communicated in more 
effective ways. Our contemporary apps 
have given us permutations and combi­
nations of information through only 
two dimensions.

What would three dimensions and 
even immersivity in Metaverse technol­
ogies give us? I think we have only 
begun to scratch the surface of these 
technologies. GenAI is providing us 
with higher dimensions of possibilities 
in the information space. This is a criti­
cal juncture, and how we aim to use 
this space to benefit society will define 
our progress in the conservation and 
communication of cultural heritage. 

Digital technologies can enhance var­
ious aspects of the information space 
for cultural heritage, including interac­
tivity, visualization, storytelling and the 
immersive qualities of virtual environ­
ments, but only if we understand the 
nature of these spaces, its dimensions 
and how to use them for enhancing the 
information space.

Digital technologies possess a dis­
tinct materiality, and it is only by fully 
understanding how to harness their 
potential that we can truly reap their 
benefits. Let’s take a physical material 
for example. Glass is primarily made 
from silica (sand) and other minerals, 
which when melted and cooled, can 
form a rigid, transparent material. The 
composition and properties of glass is 
its transparency, brittleness, malleabili­
ty when heated, and refraction and 
reflection under light. When human

is expected to rapidly approach the lev­
el of electric vehicles’ consumption 
worldwide, which is projected to 
account for about 2 percent of the glob­
al demand by 2026. Power consump­
tion for aluminum production, on the 
other hand, is expected to make up 
about 4 percent of the global demand. 

Besides, the localization of data cen­
ters is crucial. It is already leading to 
local bottlenecks and challenges for 
energy companies. For instance, in Ire­
land, the data center sector accounted 
for 18 percent of the country’s electrici­
ty demand in 2022, while in Singapore, 
it accounted for 7 percent.

Consequently, restrictions on new 
data center operations have been 
implemented in various regions. In Ire­
land, grid connection conditions have 
been in place since late 2021, and in the 
Netherlands, most new hyper-scale 
data centers have faced restrictions 
starting in January 2024 due to grid 
constraints.

So some data center providers are 
increasingly exploring on-site power 
generation to address these connectivi­
ty issues and reduce dependency on the 
grid. For example, in China, where the 
demand for electricity is growing rapid­
ly due to the emergence of data centers 
and 5G networks, Tencent has installed 
rooftop solar panels with battery stor­
age that can generate about 10 MW at 
its cloud data center in Tianjin. 

Al has also demonstrated its value in 
addressing climate challenges, contrib­
uting to energy efficiency, green tech­
nologies and weather forecasting. 
However, the substantial computing 
resources needed to operate Al systems 
have resulted in significantly increased 
energy and water consumption, and 
will continue to do so.

These competing risks and opportu­
nities are closely linked to the broader 
decarbonization goal. Effectively man­
aging them will require policies that 
promote the widespread adoption of 
renewable energy. And future applica­
tions of Al could include integrating 
renewables into the energy grid, devel­
oping multimodal Al systems, and util­
izing more efficient models to tackle 
emerging challenges. There is still a lot 
of work to be done.

The views don’t necessarily reflect those
of China Daily. ing Series, a collec­

tion of books that
aims to introduce 
China to the world.

called a “gigafactory of computing” in 
Memphis, Tennessee. This initiative, 
called Project Colossus, features a data 
center equipped with 100,000 NVIDIA 
chips and is intended to train xAI’s 
ChatGPT competitor, Grok. The new 
facility will consume 50 MW7 of electric­
ity — enough to power about 50,000 
homes — and require 1.3 million gallons 
of water a day for cooling. The substan­
tial increase in resource consumption 
has even raised concerns among Mem­
phis City Council members about the 
potential impact on the city’s already 
strained power grid and water supply. 

While Al consumes a significant 
amount of energy, its data centers need 
extensive cooling systems and utilize 
large amounts of clean, purified water. 
According to estimates, by 2027, the 
industry’s projected annual water con­
sumption could reach 6.6 billion cubic 
meters.

Consequently, the demand for cool­
ing solutions and water-sating technol­
ogies will increase rapidly. An IEA 
study found that data center power 
consumption (excluding cryptocurren­
cies) accounted for 1-1.3 percent of the 
global electricity demand in 2022. 
However, recent forecasts have 
increased those figures to 1.5-3 percent. 

Also, data center power consumption

Q
(0

presence with­
in the immer­
sive virtual

environment that will hold value for 
corporations. This shift signals a post­
media future where interacting with 
the mediated world will become 
embodied, more physical, tangible, and 
participatory.

The concept of space as a resource is 
crucial, as humanity has always sought 
to occupy and expand into available

fa

The author is the
dean of the School of input device, 
Cultural and Crea­
tivity, Beijing Nor­
mal University-
Hong Kong Baptist 
University United
International Col­
lege and the editor-
in-chief of
PRESENCE: Virtual will be our 
and Augmented 
Reality, MIT Press.

Editor’s note: The 2025 World Economic Forum, being held in Davos from Monday to Friday under the theme “Collaboration for the Intelligent Age”, is expected to foster a spirit of cooperation and optimism in the digital age in
a more sustainable way, despite the different positions of the participants and global uncertainties. Three experts share their views on the issue with China Daily.
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ultural diversity and biodiversity are often 
discussed in parallel, and for good reason. 
Both are invaluable to the richness and sus­
tainability of life on Earth. Just as we must

take action to preserve the vast variety of species that 
inhabit our planet, we must also protect the diversity 
of cultures that shape the human experience. 

In this context, the plurality of languages plays a 
critical role in nurturing and maintaining cultural 
diversity. Language is not just a tool for communica­
tion; it is a vehicle for the transmission of knowl­
edge, traditions, values and worldviews. However, 
despite their immense practical value, large lan­
guage models (LLMs) are exacerbating the pressure 
on non-English languages, contributing to a subtle 
but significant decline in linguistic diversity. 

Cultural diversity is deeply intertwined with lin­
guistic diversity. Every language carries within it a 
unique set of ideas, ways of thinking, and forms of 
expression. When a language fades, so does the cul­
tural knowledge it embodies. Linguistic diversity 
helps societies address and adapt to challenges and 
innovate in ways that might otherwise be impossible. 
Just as ecosystems thrive when diverse species coex­
ist, societies become more resilient and dynamic 
when diverse cultures and languages flourish. The 
loss of a language is not just the loss of words, but the 
sad erosion of one particular vision of the world. 

In the global village shaped by the influence of the 
United States, the rise of English as the dominant lan­
guage in business, technology and academia has cre­
ated a significant imbalance. While the proliferation 
of English has brought people together across bor­
ders, it has also placed enormous pressure on the sur­
vival of local languages. This phenomenon is 
especially visible in cyberspace, where English lias 
become the lingua franca — 52.1 percent of websites 

are currently in English. Span­
ish comes second, accounting 
for only 5.5 percent. 

Large language models are 
contributing to this trend in 
both subtle and overt ways. 
This applies not only to 
already endangered langua­
ges (more than 3,000 of them) 
but also to more stable ones 
(more than 3,500). Among the 
latter, it even affects the most 
widely spoken languages

founder of the Chi- worldwide, such as Chinese,
na-Europe-America Hindi, Spanish and French. 
Global Initiative, The message is clear: pas-
editor of China and sively allowing linguistic 
the World in three 
volumes, and the
creator of the Inspir- LLMs are designed to pro­

cess vast amounts of data 
from the internet, and this 
data is ovenvhelmingly in 
English. Although these mod­
els are capable of understand­

ing and generating text in many languages, they are 
predominantly trained on English-language content. 
This structural bias toward English reinforces the 
dominance of the language. The increasing reliance 
on LLMs in applications like translation, customer 
service and content creation further consolidates the 
centrality of English.

While Al bias is a widely discussed issue, particu­
larly in terms of race, gender and socioeconomic sta­
tus, the impact of large language models on linguistic 
diversity deserves more attention. In feet, it maybe 
one of the most pressing issues for the future of cul­
tural diversity. The widespread use of English in Al 
systems risks marginalizing minority languages and 
expediting their extinction. As more people rely on 
Al for communication, learning and business, they 
may inadvertently reinforce the dominance of 
English at the expense of their native tongues. 

This issue is compounded by the fact that the 
development of Al technologies is often driven by 
countries and companies in the English-speaking 
world. As a result, the tools designed to aid human 
communication are often created with little consid­
eration for the preservation of linguistic diversity. 
While some Al developers are working on making 
their systems more inclusive, the challenge of sup­
porting hundreds of languages, each with its own 
unique grammar and cultural context, is formidable. 

Raising people’s awareness of the impact of LLMs 
on linguistic diversity is crucial for fostering a true 
sense of cultural preservation. Just as biodiversity is 
not just about saving individual species but maintain­
ing the intricate web of life that sustains ecosystems, 
cultural diversity is about protecting the multitude of 
human experiences that contribute to the global 
mosaic of human identity. As we continue to advance 
in the field of Al, it is essential to incorporate the val­
ues of linguistic diversity and cultural inclusion into 
tlie design and deployment of these technologies. 

The conversation on Al’s impact on language and 
culture must be global. Governments, tech companies 
and linguists must collaborate to ensure Al serves as a 
tool for promoting, rather titan diminishing, cultural 
and linguistic diversity. By making concerted efforts 
to develop technologies that support the vitality' of all 
languages, we can help safeguard the rich diversity of 
human cultures for future generations. This makes 
tlie preservation of linguistic diversity not just an aca­
demic issue, but also a cultural imperative that is 
essential to the flourishing of human civilization.

.<30;

etaverse as a concept has 
become a narrative that is 
unifying the fragmented 
universe of virtual reality,

augmented reality, and any of the vari­
ants of emerging reality technologies 
that w;e have witnessed. The emergence 
of the Metaverse highlights the satura­
tion of the 2D digital space in which 
corporations vie for users’ attention 
through advertisements on screens and 
through large displays.

Unlike 2D interfaces, Metaverse leans 
toward immer­
sive environ­
ments, where 
users’ primary 
sensory inputs 
(visual and 
auditory) are
mediated 
through head­
sets or glasses. 
In this space, 
the body itself 
becomes the

As a result, the power consumption 
of a typical hyper-scale data center is 
expected to rise from its current level of 
30-40 megawatts to over 300 MW with­
in the next three to five years. 

In 2022, data centers consumed 460 
teraw'att hours (TWh) of electricity, 
accounting for 2 percent of the world’s 
total electricity consumption. However, 
a recent report by the IEA indicates 
that data centers could potentially dou­
ble their energy consumption by 2026, 
exceeding 1,000 TWh, roughly equiva­
lent to the entire energy consumption 
of Japan.

Moigan Stanley estimates that 
demand from generative Al will grow 
at an annual average of 70 percent up to 
2027 It wall account for about 25 per­
cent of all data center energy consump­
tion.

Tlie industry is addressing the chal­
lenge of resource efficiency by building 
hyper-scale data centers and innovat­
ing in chip design. Data center opera­
tors are some of the largest investors in 
renewable energy. For instance, in May, 
Microsoft signed a deal to produce 10.5 
GW of renewable energy, marking the 
most significant corporate power pur­
chase agreement in history.

In July, Elon Musk’s company built 
and launched a massive supercomputer

beings learned to use glass as beads, 
pots, and containers, they harnessed 
only its basic uses.

But in advanced society, die progress 
in the understanding of glass has 
brought about the development of 
fiber-optics technology, where glass 
fibers as thin as hair are used to trans­
mit data at incredible speed and long 
distances, which became the backbone 
of telecommunications and the inter­
net.

Digital technologies create two major 
dimensions of information space: sci­
entific and experiential. In the scientific 
dimension of archaeology and heritage, 
digital technologies can contribute to 
research and preservation, restoration 
and conservation, data-driven analysis, 
and simulation and reconstruction. The 
experiential dimensions would include 
virtual and augmented reality, interac­
tive exhibitions, storytelling, narratives 
and education, memory and identity, 
and personalized heritage. 

While the scientific dimension has 
facilitated tlie discovery of new infor­
mation as well as contributed to new 
knowledge via die research process, the 
experiential dimension communicates 
history and heritage in a way that is 
experiential, providing much more 
information than textbooks and docu­
mentaries, which are passively con­
sumed and used.

As we progress toward the future and 
advanced technologically, the ways in 
which we can gain knowledge and val­
ue by engaging with, preserving and 
communicating cultural heritage will 
continue to expand. It is in such an 
exciting future that we must do all we 
can to protect the distortion of informa­
tion, through ethical use of Metaverse 
technologies and GenAI.
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How AI threatens 
linguistic diversity

amount of 
energy. Accord­
ing to the Inter­
national
Energy Agency, 

a large percentage of energy consump­
tion in data centers is dedicated to com­
puting and cooling, each accounting for 
about 40 percent.

This situation is expected to become 
even more complicated with the 
increasing use of AI systems, as their 
greater computing power leads to high­
er power density. Dense clusters of 
high-performance chips generate sig­
nificantly more heat than standard cen­
tral processing units (CPUs), requiring 
much more energy for cooling these 
systems to prevent overheating. 

GPUs are specifically designed for AI 
and heavy computing tasks. They need 
to run continuously and thus consume 
significantly more power than standard 
processors. Atypical CPU or server
chip, in general, consumes between 75 
watts and 200 watts, comparable to a 
light bulb’s power consumption. In con­
trast, modern NVIDIA GPUs designed 
for AI applications can consume five to 
10 times more power, resulting in a 
similar increase in heat generation.

rejected estimates indicate that 
advanced artificial intelligence 
(AI) systems will necessitate 
over $1 trillion in investments

for cloud and enterprise data center 
infrastructure within the next five 
years.

The AI infrastructure includes serv­
ers equipped with graphics processing 
units (GPUs) or custom accelerators, 
dedicated networks, storage solutions 
and specialized facilities, which are all 
factors that demand significant capital 
investment. Therefore, evaluating the 

scale, potential 
returns and 
environmental 
impact of Al’s 
rapid develop­
ment and 
application is 
essential. 

Tlie rise of AI 
will significant­
ly impact the 
energy sector, 

The author, a former as AI systems 
prime minister of require a sub- 
the Kyrgyz Republic, stantial 
is a professor at the 
Belt and Road
School of Beijing 
Normal University.
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Australia to extend cooperation 
and de-escalate major-country 
competition.

Australia’s participation in 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera­
tion mechanism, the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Part­
nership, the Pacific Islands 
Forum, and as an Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations guest, 
provides the potential for Aus­
tralia to regain its role as an 
independent mediator and 
facilitator. Australia likes to 
think that it already plays this 
role, but its subservience to the 
US and its willingness to uncrit­
ically accept US agendas have 
diminished its role in these 
regional forums. Regaining that 
level of influence is difficult, but 
not impossible.

It is not too late for Australia 
to playa significant role in 
de-escalating major-country 
competition in the region. How­
ever, it will require a change in 
the way Australia approaches 
the Australia-US relationship, 
because, under the new Hump 
administration, this will 
increase pressure on the Austra­
lia-China relationship.

Australia has to juggle its eco­
nomic prosperity, which rests 
overwhelmingly on its trading 
relationship with China, with its 
increasing subservience to the 
US trade and military agenda, 
as illustrated by the outrageous­
ly expensive AUKUS submarine 
program. The brash aggression 
of the new 'Hump administra­
tion will test Australia’s resolve 
on both fronts to a greater 
extent than previous US admin­
istrations.

On balance, a history of ingra­
tiation with US policy objec­
tives, often in defiance of 
international law, suggests that 
Australia will find it more diffi­
cult to assist in de-escalating 
major-country competition. It 
will take courage and goodwill 
for Australia to further Austra­
lia-China cooperation against 
escalated major-country compe­
tition in the era of the new 
Trump administration. China 
will need to continue with the 
heavy lifting of genuine cooper­
ation, not just with Australia, 
but with the region.

77re author is vice-president of the 
Green Belt and Road Coalition and 
former executive director of the United 
Nations Environment Programme. 
The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not necessa­
rily reflect those of China Daily.

The author is an international 
financial technical analysis
expert and a former national 
board member of the Australia 
China Business Council. The
author contributed this article 
to China Watch, a think tank 
powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

have tariffs, so their markets are 
“overwhelmed” with products. 
While this is good for consum­
ers, it can have an adverse 
impact on local industries. This 
feeds further tariff barriers and 
it can also be manipulated by 
political forces to heighten rac­
ist reactions.

The second impact comes 
from the way the “America First” 
policy is not just about trade 
relationships. Integral to this 
policy is die idea of US excep­
tionalism expressed as a military 
and political hegemony. The US 
sees itself as the leader of a 
world shaped in its own image. 
In this perspective, America 
always comes first and this flows 
through its military and defence 
policies, feeding and sustaining 
major country competition in 
the region.

Led by Deputy Prime Minis­
ter and Defence Minister Rich­
ard Maries, Australia has moved 
from cooperation with US 
defence forces to virtual integra­
tion with US defence forces and 
their command structure. 
Former prime minister Paul 
Keating and former foreign 
minister Bob Carr, among other 
leaders, have decried this sur­
render of sovereignty with US 
bombers and troops stationed 
in Australia. 

They believe the integration 
has become so pronounced that 
Australia has lost its sovereign 
ability to make decisions about 
military engagements in the 
region and that Australia has 
become a de facto US garrison. 

The commitment to the 
AUKUS trilateral security part­
nership among the US, the Unit­
ed Kingdom and Australia and 
its offensive submarine weap­
onry is further evidence of Aus­
tralia’s willingness to assist with 
aggressive US policy. 

A continuation or accelera­
tion of an aggressive approach 
under the new Trump adminis­
tration to affairs in the South 
China Sea or the Taiwan region 
will see increased pressure from 
elements of the Australian gov­
ernment to endorse and follow 
this approach.

Trade and aggression are the 
two ends of the dilemma faced 
by Australia and which config­
ure the Australia-China rela­
tionship. Trump’s “America 
First” policy approach makes it 
more difficult to maintain the 
tenuous policy balance achieved 
by Australia in previous years. 

China’s Global Development 
Initiative and active participa­
tion in supporting regional 
forums offer the opportunity to

advantages. This pragmatic perspec­
tive was both insightful and inspiring. 

Moreover, China’s robust state 
capacity enables it to drive large-scale 
breakthroughs in key areas such as 
solid-state batteries, quantum comput­
ing and artificial intelligence. These 
strengths will position China to navi­
gate trade disruptions with resilience. 
By 2030, the United Nations projects 
that China could account for 45 per­
cent of global manufacturing, surpas­
sing the combined output of the US 
and its allies.

On the US side, let’s not overlook tire 
wild card that is Elon Musk. With Tes­
la’s growing reliance on international 
markets — especially the Chinese mar­
ket — Musk has the potential to act as 
a bridge between the US and its trad­
ing partners. As US columnist Thomas 
Friedman aptly observed, wasting 
Musk’s talents on bureaucratic minuti­
ae would be a grave mistake. Instead, 
the US should harness the energy of 
visionary leaders such as Musk to reju­
venate domestic manufacturing, drive 
innovation and create jobs.

On the foreign policy front, the cur­
rent global landscape does not resem­
ble a new Cold War. Instead of 
ideological divisions, we see a return 
to the pre-World War I balance of pow­
er. Major players — the US, China, 
Japan, Russia and Europe — are 
engaged in a geopolitical game akin to 
Bismarck’s era in Europe. This transi­
tional phase, filled with uncertainty, 
offers a rare opportunity. Why not 
seize this moment to establish a genu­
inely rules-based global order, with the 
same rules for everyone?

The US-led system cannot simply be 
replaced by chaos. Instead, the world 
needs a truly rules-based international 
order to prevent fragmentation. The 
complex interdependence of modern 
economies demands that such an 
order be built on international rules 
that are not static but evolve through a 
fair and inclusive process open to all 
stakeholders. This ensures that devel­
oping countries and emerging econo­
mies have a more equitable 
opportunity to participate. While we 
cannot predict the exact direction of 
the international system, only through 
dialogue and negotiation can we 
restore its strength. Most importantly, 
now is the time for unwavering com­
mitment to the goal of a fair and sus­
tainable global order.

he future of relations between 
the United States and China 
in 2025 feels like a sea of 
uncertainty. One would either

need boundless optimism or complete 
detachment to feel entirely confident 
about where tilings are heading. With 
Donald Trump’s return to the presi­
dency, the global order stands at a 

crossroads, teetering 
on the brink of sig­
nificant instability. 
His campaign was 
full of sweeping pro­
nouncements on 
major global issues 
— trade, technology,

climate and industrial policy — but it 
lacked the coherence of a clear plan. 
His idea of imposing tariffs on Chinese 
goods, for example, signals a strong 
“America First” attitude but leaves 
much to interpretation. 

Adding to the unpredictability is 
Thump’s Cabinet, a mix of staunch Chi­
na hawks advocating for confrontation 
and pragmatic individuals with a 
deeper understanding of the nuances 
of US-China relations. This blend cre­
ates a murlty picture, making it hard to 
discern what path the administration 
might take.

One thing is certain: the risk of tar­
iffs and trade wars looms large under 
Thump. If it happens, China and other 
nations will not sit idle, but retaliate. 
China has prepared by innovating and 
building independent value chains in 
the chip business and more. But a 
trade war wall make us all poorer. 
Political leaders across the world are 
preparing for a storm that might lie 
ahead.

Domestically, Thump’s focus on revi­
talizing file US working and lower- 
middle classes is commendable. After 
decades of stagnant wages, these 
workers deserve attention. 

Tariffs, in Thump’s view, are a key 
tool for restoring the US economy, pro­
tectingjobs and boosting revenue. Yet, 
the claim that these measures won’t 
burden the US citizens but will shift 
the cost to other nations is mislead­
ing. In reality, tariffs hurt everyone, 
developed and developing nations 
alike and not least the US working 
class.

The stagnation in middle-America 
reflects a much larger transformation 
in the global economic order. While 
the US remains a formidable economic 
power, its dominance has significantly 
waned. In the aftermath of World War 
II, the US accounted for around 40 
percent of the global economy. Today, 
that share has almost halved. It 
reflects the rise of the rest and if s good 
news for the world.

Militarily, the US remains strong, 
but recent history — from Vietnam to

ustralia’s continued 
ingratiation with the 
United States has led 
.to the belief that Aus­

tralia will be immune to the 
imposition of “America First” 
tariffs by the new Donald 
Trump administration, and
that, in the broader context, this 
immunity will extend to the 

Australia-Chi­
na trade rela­
tionship. 

Evidence 
for this belief 
comes from 
Australia’s 
previous suc­

cess in evading tariffs during 
the first Trump administration. 
The assumption is that the 
same escape is possible. It 
means Australia is able to adopt 
a beggar-thy-neighbor approach 
that ignores the damage done to 
others as long as Australia suf­
fers no ill-effects. 

This time around, Hump, 
emboldened by second term 
success, wants to take back the 
Panama Canal, buy Greenland, 
end the Ukraine crisis and Isra­
eli-Palestinian conflict with a 
handshake and deport thou­
sands who have made their 
homes in America. The idea 
that Australia’s history of com­
pliance will protect it from 
direct US tariffs and sanctions 
impacts looks more tenuous 
with every new and outrageous 
statement of Trump’s policy 
intentions.

The Australian attitudes and 
the Trump administration’s 
approach to China impact on 
the Australia-China relation­
ship in two ways.

The first impact falls directly 
on the trade relationship. Sanc­
tions make it more difficult for 
Australian companies to do 
business with China. We see this 
already with the Australian rare 
earths’ industry which was 
developed with Chinese invest­
ment and expertise. Australian 
companies with significant Chi­
nese investment are locked out 
of US markets by sanctions, 
meaning they are unable to sell 
their offtake to the US. 

Sanctions distort investment 
and capital allocation. In Aus­
tralia this delivers additional 
barriers to an investment envi­
ronment that is already 
weighted against Chinese 
investment. Unfortunately it 
works against the normaliza­
tion of Australia-China trade 
relationships.

High tariffs distort the free 
flow of global trade by diverting 
sales to countries that do not

Iraq, Libya and Afghanistan — shows 
the limitations of its might. Even the 
most advanced weaponry struggles in 
urban battlefields and regions where 
civilian opposition runs deep. Com­
pounding this is the US public’s aver­
sion to sending their children to 
fight in far-away theaters. The US has 
basically lost all recent wars. Despite 
its technological sophistication and 
unparalleled military spending, it had 
to give up when facing village boys 
from Afghanistan carrying AK-4-7S. 

Despite these challenges, the US 
retains cultural and democratic influ­
ence. Its movies and pop culture still 
captivate the world. Yet, the sheen lias 
dulled. School shootings, drug abuse, 
economic stagnation and political 
polarization have eroded the once-ide­
alized image of the US. While the 
country still has many admirable qual­
ities, fewer nations now aspire to repli­
cate the US model.

Meanwhile, the decline of US domi­
nance coincides with the rise of the 
Global South, with China leading the 
way. China is the only nation capable 
of rivaling the US across multiple 
fronts. Its rise reflects broader shifts in 
global power. Asia, home to nearly 60 
percent of the world’s population, has 
become the center of economic 
growth. Together, the economies of 
China, India and their neighbors 
account for the bulk of global expan­
sion.

This economic transformation is 
further underpinned by Asia’s peace. 
Compared with Europe, Africa and the 
Americas, Asia experiences far fewer 
cross-border or internal conflicts, pro­
viding a foundation for sustained 
growth. Moreover, globalization has 
not only fueled this growth but also 
lifted China and much of Asia out of 
extreme poverty, fostering the rise of a 
thriving middle class that positions 
Asia as the hallmark of 21st-century 
development.

Trump’s return places him face-to- 
face with a far stronger China. Over 
the past eight years, China has used US 
tariffs and criticisms as a catalyst to 
accelerate its ambitions in markets 
such as solar panels, electric vehicles, 
robotics and rare materials. Its 
advanced manufacturing sector has 
exploded in scale and sophistication, 
becoming a global powerhouse. 

China’s leadership in the green 
economy and its control over critical 
supply chains provide a significant 
advantage in any trade conflict. For 
instance, during a recent conversation 
I had with an Indian businessman, he 
acknowledged that China dominates 
97 percent of the market for his com­
pany’s minerals and emphasized that 
India should learn from China’s strate­
gies to develop its own competitive
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As a new Trump administration checks into the White House 
the future of China-US relations and global order 

must be rules-based to prevent fragmentation
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Australia can play an important role in de-escalating 
major-country competition in the region if it does not 

succumb to the “America First” pressure
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icant role that the snake plays in Chi­
nese culture and embrace Chinese 
New Year,” says Miao Yuyan, a muse­
um worker.

With a collection of 400,000 his­

torical and current specimens, die
70-year-old Natural History Muse­
um of China is one of the most visit­
ed museums in die capital, with 
some 1.8 million visits every year.

“They usually performed with­
out a script, relying on memory' 
and improvisational skills. It is not 
only a form of entertainment but 
also a way to preserve local history 
and mythology. It is deeply tied to 
the oral tradition of rural China, 
where literacy was historically lim­
ited, and stories were passed down 
through die spoken word,” says He. 

Before learning to perform as a 
storyteller, He received two years 
of training in daoqing, a tradition­
al performing art that combines

developed anatomical structures 
suited for life on land, ultimately 
evolving into the diverse groups of 
tetrapods found today, including 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals.

The hall also features an exhibit 
that allows visitors to touch the 
fossilized remains of a dinosaur. 
Wang hopes the 600-square-meter 
newly renovated hall will inspire a 
new generation of children and 
paleontologists.

Among the many fossilized stars 
is a 26-meter-long Mamenchisau- 
rus jingyanensis, a gigantic herbi­
vore that lived around 150 million 
years ago and had one of the longest 
necks of its species. It is located in 
the center of the hall and is one of 
the longest dinosaur fossils ever 
found in China.

Besides fossils, there is a video of 
battles between a Yangchuanosaur- 
us and a Tuojiangosaurus, two 
dinosaurs found in China, and

between a Tyrannosaurus rex and a 
Triceratops. According to Wang, the 
video vividly depicts the prehistoric 
environment, plants and paleonto­
logical understanding of these sig­
nificant dinosaurs.

Besides the reopening of the 
hall, an exhibition celebrating the 
upcoming Year of the Snake 
opened at the museum on Tuesday. 
Focused on the titular reptile and 
zodiac animal representing the 
upcoming Chinese New Year, 
which falls on Jan 29, die exhibi­
tion will run till Feb 16.

A remarkable selection of 50 
snake specimens from the muse­
um’s collection presents a full over­
view of serpentine beauty. Divided 
into four sections, it explains the ori­
gin and evolution of the Chinese 
zodiac, the cultural symbolism of 
the snake, its biological features, 
and its position in folk art. 

“Through the event, we hope visi­
tors wall get a glimpse into the signif-

At Rise of Vertebrates, an 
ongoing exhibition at die Natural 
History Museum of China in Beijing, 
visitors can follow fossil evidence to 
trace the origins of vertebrates and 
their journey out of the water to 
dominate land, sea and air.

Launched on Tuesday to mark the 
reopening of the hall for ancient 
reptiles, the permanent exhibition 
includes 197 exhibits, about 70 per­
cent of which are on display for the 
first time, according to Wang Bao- 
peng, deputy director of the muse­
um’s earth sciences department. 

“We have introduced many new 
exhibits and used modern technolo­
gy, such as naked-eye three-dimen­
sional display technology and an 
interactive gaming system, to create 
an immersive, educational experi­
ence. There wall be an artificial reali­
ty and virtual reality space opening

By WANG QIAN
wangqian@chinadaily.com.cn

He Lianshan became intrigued 
with Shaanbei storytelling when 
he was a teenager. He attended 
many performances in informal 
community settings, such as vil­
lage gatherings, markets and tem­
ple fairs, which allowed him to 
engage directly with the perform­
ers. His favorite stories are from 
the classic novel Journey to the 
West. After watching a perform­
ance, He would imitate the per­
formers and retell the stories at 
home.

instrument but is attached to the 
performer’s right wrist. As they 
pluck the strings of the sanxian or 
pipa, it produces sounds to draw 
the audience’s attention.

‘The performers tell stories in a 
dramatic, highly expressive man­
ner, using different vocal tech­
niques, gestures, and sometimes 
physical props to engage the audi­
ence. The stories focus on histori­
cal figures or popular folklore, 
ranging from tales of everyday life 
to major events,” says Huyan.

storytelling, singing and acting.
His experience performing dao­

qing helped him develop his own 
style as a storyteller, and he is 
skilled in acting and imitation. His 
voice rises and falls with excite­
ment, allowing the audience to feel 
the tension in every story.

“My father was against my idea 
of becoming a storyteller, but I 
insisted. He told me that it was for 
the blind,” He says.

Shaanbei storytelling is an impor­
tant way for many blind people in

I

will ask everyone to sit still, 
and let me tell you a story 
about the fierce wind in my 
hometown,” says He Lian­

shan, sitting in the center of the 
stage, holding his sanxian, a long­
necked, plucked string instrument 

With a deep breath, He clears his 
throat and begins.

“In the spring, the wind blows 
warm and gentle. In the summer, 
the wind blows hot and dry. In the 
autumn, the wind blows cool and 
crisp. In the winter, the wind blows 
cold enough to freeze you solid,” he 
sings, his face constantly shifting 
between playful and dramatic, 
capturing the character and inten­
sity of the wind. His voice, rich, 
hoarse, and powerful, rises and 
falls in a rhythmic cadence, each 
word carefully shaped to evoke the 
wind in the city of Zichang, 
Shaanxi province.

Besides plucking the strings of 
his instrument, his hands move in 
the air as if he is painting pictures 
of the scenes described in his lyr­
ics. The audience is captivated, 
hanging on his every word and 
note, laughing at his humorous 
portrayal.

Every week, the seasoned 
58-year-old artist performs Shaan­
bei (northern Shaanxi) Shuoshu, a 
traditional form of oral perform­
ance art from Shaanxi province. 
The term shuoshu means storytel­
ling, and this art form has deep 
roots in folk culture, particularly in 
rural northwestern China.

This ancient tradition requires 
neither stage nor props — just the 
raw energy of the storyteller’s 
voice and the imagination of the 
audience.

He is a famous storyteller in 
Shaanxi who now lives in Yan’an, 
an important former revolutionary 
base in the province. One of his dis­
ciples, Xiong Zhuying, went viral 
on social media for performing 
Shaanbei storytelling during the 
opening of the second chapter of 
the Chinese video game Black 
Myth: Wukong, which became a 
global hit.

Since then, He’s schedule has 
become busier. He performs all 
over the country to introduce the 
art form to a wider audience. 

“I have more than 100 disciples, 
and Xiong has had the opportuni­
ty to take the art form to another 
level. I read many comments left 
by people on social media about 
how they are impressed by Shaan­
bei storytelling. Those who never 
heard of it express the wish to 
learn more about it. I am very 
excited, particularly because 
much of this new audience is 
young people,” He says at the 
Yan’an Quyi Performance Theater. 
Quyi is a broad category of tradi­
tional performing arts that 
includes storytelling, xiangsheng 
(cross-talk), and kuafban, a rapid 
rhythmic storytelling form accom­
panied by wooden clappers.

According to Huyan Qiang, 
director of the theater, Shaanbei 
storytelling dates back to the West­
ern Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th century- 
771 BC). The major characteristics 
of the art form include its dialect, 
instruments and techniques.

For example, besides the sanxi­
an, storytellers also use the pipa (a 
four-stringed Chinese lute), shuai- 
ban, and mazhazha in their per­
formances. The shuaiban is a 
clapper, an essential part of the 
performance, and is attached to 
the performer’s left leg. It is played 
by tapping the left heel, usually in 
fast tempo. Like the shuaiban, the 
mazhazha is also a rhythmic

aS?St

Shaanbei storytellers He Lianshan (left) and Qiao Yangwen at the Yan’an Quyi Performance Theater, Shaanxi province, on Jan 8. 
PHOTOS BY ZOU HONG / CHINA DAILY

He Lianshan, Shaanbei 
Shuoshu (storytelling) artist

After a four-month renovation, the hall for ancient reptiles reopened 
on Tuesday at the Natural History Museum of China in Beijing with 
The Rise of Vertebrates, a permanent exhibition tracing the origins 
of vertebrates and their journey from water to land, sea and air. 
WANG QIAN / CHINA DAILY

Shaanxi province to make a living, 
especially in rural areas. Since it is 
oral, it is well-suited to individuals 
who cannot rely on sight. One of 
the best-known blind storytellers 
from Shaanxi was Han Qixiang 
(1915-89), who lost his sight at the 
age of 3 from smallpox and learned 
the art when he was 13. He is cred­
ited with creating more than 500 
stories, especially heroic tales 
about Red Army soldiers. In 1946, 
Han performed for Chairman Mao 
Zedong, who gave him a sanxian 
as a gift. In 1978, he founded the 
Yan’an Quyi Performance Theater 
and became its first director, dedi­
cating himself to training storytel­
lers and popularizing the art form. 

Qiao Yangwen, 45, is also a 
Shaanbei storyteller at the Yan’an 
Quyi Performance Theater. Born 
in a small village in Yulin, Shaanxi 
province, he dropped out of 
school when he was 16 and 
became a storyteller.

For Qiao, the appeal of Shaanbei 
storytelling isn’t just in the stories 
but in the emotional connection 
with the audience. The rhythmic 
chanting, the way the storyteller’s 
voice brings characters to life, and 
the spontaneity of oral perform­
ance make it feel like a shared 
experience.

“It transcends die need for visu­
als. We are not just telling a story; 
we are living in it. The voice paints 
pictures in the audience’s minds — 
there is laughter, anger and trage­
dy — all through the voice alone,” 
he says.

However, like many traditional 
art forms, Shaanbei storytelling is 
struggling to find a place in 
today’s fast-paced, screen-centric 
society. One of the biggest challen­
ges artists face is the decline in 
young people taking up the craft. 
In fact, both He and Qiao have 
expressed deep concern over the 
lack of youth interested in learn­
ing storytelling.

‘The younger generation is more 
interested in technology, video 
games and television. They don’t 
understand the power of storytel­
ling like we do. It’s hard for them to 
see the value in learning a tradition 
that doesn’t involve a screen or die 
internet,” says Qiao.

Despite the challenges, both 
men are dedicated to keeping the 
tradition alive. They have taken it 
to schools, giving students a 
glimpse of the ancient art and stok­
ing their interest, though progress 
has been slow.

“We create new stories relevant 
to the lives of the young. We also 
make the performances more 
interactive. We want to remind 
people of the enduring power of 
storytelling, a tradition that is nev­
er silent,” Qiao says.

V
If

Above left: A replica of the sanxian given as a gift by Chairman Mao Zedong to Shaanbei storyteller Han Qixiang and other musical 
instruments used in performances on display in the Yan'an Quyi Performance Theater museum. Above right: Photos of Han in the 
theater's museum.

Recent boost by popular video game takes Shaanbei storytelling 
tradition to young audiences, Chen Nan reports.

I

to die public soon,” Wang says. 
Divided into seven sections, the 

exhibition follows the timeline of 
vertebrates, each of which provides 
detailed insights into the evolution­
ary journey and key milestones of 
major groups.

The opening section, Arising 
from the Ocean, demonstrates how 
vertebrates originated as ocean­
dwelling creatures and includes two 
Haikouichthys fossils found in Kun­
ming, Yunnan province. The species 
is often heralded as one of die earli­
est-known vertebrates, living 
around 520 million years ago during 
the Early Cambrian period 
(538.8-509 million years ago). Often 
described by media as the “first fish” 
on earth, it is just 2 or 3 centimeters 
in length.

In the following section, Conquest 
of the Land, the Late Devonian peri­
od (385.3 to 359.2 million years ago) 
is brought back to life through vivid 
models. Over time, certain bony fish

£
It is not only a form of 
entertainment but 
also a way to preserve 
local history and 
mythology. It is 
deeply tied to the oral 
tradition of rural 
China...”
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Decoding serpentine paradox
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Journey steeped in fog of myth
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chance to witness that fall — as pun­
ishment, he and his two sons were 
strangled by two enormous sea ser­
pents sent by gods who supported 
the Greeks. In 1506, a statute of Lao- 
coon and His sons was excavated in 
Rome and put on public display in 
the Vatican Museums, where it 
remains today.

Dated to a time period between 
the 2nd century BC to the 1st centu­
ry AD, the sculpture, capturing the 
harrowing, hopeless moment when 
the serpents crush the three in their 
coils and kill them in a horrifying 
spectacle, vividly conveys the full 
impact of divine retribution.

Elsewhere, Heracles, the son of 
Zeus and the greatest of all Greek 
heroes, vanquished the Hydra, a mul­
tiheaded serpent — a feat frequently 
depicted on ancient Greek vases.

Given the snake’s connection to 
the earth, it is unsurprising that 

his empire was divided, and Egypt 
eventually came under die rule of 
his general Ptolemy I, marking the 
start of the Ptolemaic Dynasty. The 
Ptolemaic rulers accepted and rein­
forced the Egyptian motifs includ­
ing the snakes, bringing to Egypt 
snake-themed bracelets.

Cleopatra VII, the last active ruler 
of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, 
was ultimately defeated by Octavian 
(63 BC-AD 14), who later became 
known as Augustus, the first Roman 
emperor. While Cleopatra famously 
killed herself by snakebite in 30 BC, 
Augustus, bringing Egypt under 
direct Roman control, aggressively 
embraced the symbolism of the ser­
pent to bolster his sense of legitima­
cy. Coins minted during his reign 
often depicted a serpent coiled 
around an altar, signifying the 
emperor’s connection to gods and 
divine protection.

It’s believed that the snake in this 
context represented Asclepius, the

these creatures are linked to Hades, 
the god of the dead and ruler of the 
underworld. The symbolism is also 
embodied by Caduceus, the staff 
held by Hermes, who, in his many 
roles, also served as a herald to the 
underworld.

Another story linking the snake to 
a magical staff appears in the biblical 
narrative. In the Book of Exodus, 
when God called Moses to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt, he provided 
miraculous signs to confirm his 
divine authority. One such sign 
involved Moses throwing his staff on 
the ground, where it became a ser­
pent. When Moses picked it up by the 
tail, it turned back into a staff, dem­
onstrating that God was with him.

Later, when the Israelites jour­
neyed through the wilderness after 
their exodus from Egypt, the great 
hardship facing them led many to 
speak against God and Moses. As a 

Greco-Roman god of medicine and 
healing. Asclepius was often depict­
ed holding a staff with a single ser­
pent coiled around it, known as the 
Rod of Asclepius. In feet, sacred 
snakes were kept in temples dedicat­
ed to the god and sometimes allowed 
to roam freely around patients, as 
they were believed to be able to 
transmit healing energy.

Such was the powerful symbolism 
of the Rod of Asclepius that it was 
later adopted as the logo of the 
World Health Organization.

Some historians have suggested 
that the dual qualities of the snake — 
as both a symbol of healing and harm 
— stem from the nature of its venom, 
which can be both poisonous and 
curative. This paradoxical aspect 
aligns well with a ruler like Octavian, 
who was capable of delivering deadly 
strikes to his enemies and yet was 
eager to be perceived as a healer of 
the war-ravaged Roman world.

The Roman world embraced

linked the snake to the under­
ground realm. Appearing in the 
tombs of pharaohs, they are expect­
ed to safeguard the king’s journey to 
the afterlife.

Yet, it is in the ancient Egyptian 
portrayal of the snake as a force of 
chaos and destraction that one can 
find some of the most profound 
philosophical wisdom of the civili­
zation. Apep, a massive serpent, was 
the archenemy of the sun god Ra. 
Each night, Apep attempted to 
devour Ra’s solar disk as it jour­
neyed through the underworld. 
Though Apep was defeated every 
night, he could never be permanent­
ly destroyed. The nightly battle epit­
omized the Egyptian view of the 
perpetual straggle between order 
and chaos, and the constant need to 
maintain balance in the universe.

In 332 BC, Alexander the Great 
conquered Egypt during his mili­
tary campaign across the Persian 
Empire. After his death in 323 BC,

magine a snake — coiled, elu­
sive, and steeped in meaning— 
emerging from the depth of the 
world’s cultural history to leave

its mark on human imagination. 
Perhaps it’s the rearing cobra, poised 
on tiie golden mask of the Egyptian 
king TUtankhamun, a symbol of pro­
tection and divine authority. Or it 
might be the head of Medusa, the 
Gorgon whose hair of writhing 
snakes and petrifying gaze have 
haunted myth and art alike.

For tiie more artistically inclined, 
there’s the celebrated Hellenistic 
sculpture Laocoon and His Sons, 
capturing tiie agonizing moment 
when tiie Trojan priest and his sons 
are ensnared by sea serpents. Then, 
of course, there’s tiie serpent in the 
Garden of Eden, an enduring symbol 
of temptation and tiie central figure 
in the Christian tale of original sin. 

In the Chinese zodiac, 2025 kicks 
off as the Year of the Snake on Jan 29. 
But looking at the bigger picture, 
snakes seem to slither just as promi­
nently — if not more so—through tiie 
myths and symbols of other cultures, 
too. What stands out most about this 
enigmatic creature is its complexity 
— or, more precisely, its duality.

Ask the ancient Egyptians, and 
they’d tell you about Wadjet, the pro­
tective goddess of Lower Egypt and 
guardian of pharaohs, often depict­
ed as a rearing cobra known as the 
uraeus. After tiie unification of 
Upper and Lower Egypt by King 
Narmer around 3100 BC, the cobra 
of Wadjet appeared alongside the 
vulture of Nekhbet, the goddess of 
Upper Egypt, on tiie pharaoh’s 
crown, symbolizing tiie unity of the 
two lands.

Another equally prominent snake 
deity is Renenutet, the goddess of 
nourishment and harvest depicted 
as a woman with tiie head of a cobra 
who would watch over granaries. 
Central to Egyptian royal iconogra­
phy, the snake — crawling close to 
the earth — was also celebrated for 
its connection to the soil, symboliz­
ing fertility. The same attribute also

According to one version of tiie 
ancient Greek mythology, Hermes, 
the messenger god who was also the 
deity of commerce, travelers and 
boundaries, once encountered two 
snakes fighting. Using a staff, he sep­
arated them, and the snakes coiled 
around the staff in perfect balance, 
transforming themselves, together 
with the rod itself, into a symbol of 
harmony and peace befitting Her­
mes’ role as a mediator.

Caduceus — that’s tiie name of 
Hermes’ rod, a staff with two inter­
twined snakes and wings, which 
the god, known as Mercury in 
Roman mythology, carried around 
to ward off disputes and bring 
about reconciliation.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in New York owns an 18th-century 
oil painting depicting Cupid, barely 
covered in pink drapery, holding a 
caduceus — the symbol of his father, 
Mercury.

While few may have associated 
snakes with the art of diplomacy, let 
alone with a chubby baby, many 
have confused the caduceus with 
the Rod of Asclepius, a staff 
entwined with a single snake that 
symbolizes healing and medicine.

Gliding seamlessly through 
ancient Greek and Roman mytholo­
gy, the snake found its presence intri­
cately woven into the literary tapestry 
by masters such as Ovid (43 BC-AD 
17) and Virgil (70-19 BC), both Roman 
poets who lived during tiie reign of 
Emperor Augustus. To them, the ser­
pent became a potent symbol, 
embodying divine wrath, prophetic 
insight, the inescapability of fete, and 
the complexities of human nature.

In his world-renowned narrative 
poem Metamorphoses, Ovid told 
what’s perhaps the most femous ser­
pent-related myth — the tragic story

An 18th-century canvas 
depicting Cupid, courtesy 
OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF 

ART IN NEW YORK

of Medusa, a beautiful mortal priest­
ess in Athena’s temple.

In Ovid’s Roman retelling of the 
Greek myth, Poseidon, the god of the 
sea, desired Medusa and raped her in 
Athena’s temple, violating the sacred 
place. Enraged by the desecration of 
her temple, Athena, instead of pun­
ishing Poseidon, directed her wTath 
at Medusa, transforming the poor 
girl into a Gorgon, a monstrous fig­
ure with snakes for hair and a gaze 
that turned anyone who looked at 
her to stone. As if to add another lay­
er of poignancy and irony to Medu­
sa’s fete, she was later slain by 
Perseus, a hero in Greek mythology 
who gave her severed head to Athena 
to be placed on the shield of the god­
dess as a protective emblem.

Later-day interpretations of 
Medusa’s story continue to evolve, 
reflecting shifting cultural under­
standings. Modern readers and 
scholars often see her tale as a com­
mentary on tiie injustice faced by 
women in both mythology and soci­
ety. Some, however, interpret Athe­
na’s actions — though harsh — as an 
attempt to shield Medusa from fur­
ther harm, granting her a mournful 
form of empowerment.

Divine wrath invariably exacted a 
heavy toll. In Virgil’s Aeneid, Lao­
coon, a Trojan priest, warned his 
countrymen against bringing the 
wooden horse into the city, uttering 
the femous line: Timeo Danaos et 
dona ferentes (‘1 fear the Greeks, 
even when they bring gifts”). His 
warning was ignored. The massive 
wooden horse, constructed by the 
Greeks with a hollowed-out interior 
to conceal their elite soldiers, was 
welcomed into the city as a peace 
offering. At night, the Greek soldiers 
emerged from the horse, opening 
the city gates to the returning Greek 
army, leading to the fell of Troy.

Yet, Laocoon didn’t even have the

An Augustan Roman 
marble copy of the head 
of Medusa, courtesy of 
GLYPTOTHEK MUSEUM IN MUNICH

An ancient Greek vase 
featuring a scene of 
Heracles slaying the
Hydra, the multiheaded 
snake, courtesy of the j. paul 
GETTY MUSEUM IN MALIBU

Top: A sculpture of
Asclepius, the Greek god 
of healing and medicine. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Above: Snake bracelets 
from Egypt’s Roman 
Period dating to the first 
century, courtesy of 
THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF 

ART IN NEW YORK

Top: The gold burial mask of 
the ancient Egyptian king 
Tutankhamun on display at the 
Egyptian Museum in Cairo. 
AMIR MAKAR/AFP

Above: The massive serpent
Apep attacking the sun god Ra, 
who's sitting on his boat with 
the solar disk atop his head. 
COURTESY OF EGYPTIAN MUSEUM

snake imagery, incorporating it into 
frescoes, mosaics, statues, and gold 
bracelets whose circular design 
evokes the ancient symbol of the 
Ouroboros — a serpent devouring 
its own tail. Derived from the Greek 
words oura (tail) and bora (eating), 
tiie Ouroboros is one of humanity’s 
oldest symbols, embodying tiie cyc­
lical nature of existence — seasonal 
changes, the rhythm of night and 
day, and the cycle of life and death. 

Underlying these cycles is the 
concept of renewal, as reflected in 
the snake’s periodic shedding of its 
own skin. In fact, in ancient Egypt, 
different types of snakes appeared 
in hieroglyphic writing and art, 
some carrying the meaning of 
rebirth and immortality.

Echoing the Egyptian theme of 
eternal life, the snake plays a signifi­
cant role in The Epic of Gilgamesh, 
one of the oldest known works of lit­
erature, originating from ancient 
Mesopotamia around 2100 BC. In 
tiie story, Gilgamesh, the death-fear­
ing protagonist, successfully 
retrieves the “Plant of Life” from the 
bottom of the sea, only to have it sto­
len and consumed by a serpent.

The loss, widely interpreted as 
symbolizing the inevitability of 
death, reinforces the epic’s central 
theme: tiie wisdom gained through 
accepting life’s limitations, and the 
importance of finding meaning 
within those limitations.

A broken piece of clay bearing part 
of The Epic of Gilgamesh in cunei­
form was on display at the Suzhou 
Museum in Suzhou, eastern China’s 
Jiangsu province, during an exhibi­
tion from the British Museum last 
year.

Meanwhile, the story of Tutank­
hamun is being told through an 
ongoing exhibition at the Shanghai 
Museum titled On Top of the Pyra­
mid: The Civilization of Ancient 
Egypt. The exhibition features a 
stone sculpture of the king, w'hose 
headdress includes a snake, largely 
damaged but still discernible.

It’s worth noting that the Great 
Sphinx of Giza originally had a cobra 
on its forehead as part of its head­
dress, though it was almost entirely 
eroded over time. A guardian and a 
protector — that role of a snake was 
powerfully evoked by an ancient 
Egyptian hymn dedicated to Wadjet: 

“May Wadjet, the Great Serpent, 
encircle you and protect you.”

□

consequence of their ingratitude, 
God sent venomous serpents among 
the people, and many were bitten 
and died. The people, realizing their 
sin, repented and asked Moses to 
intercede on their behalf.

In response, God instructed 
Moses to make a serpent out of 
bronze and mount it on a pole. Any­
one who had been bitten could look 
at the bronze serpent and would be 
healed. “The brazen serpent” with 
brazen historically used as a syno­
nym for bronze, represented healing 
and salvation through faith in God’s 
provision.

The snake in the Garden of Eden, 
which tempted Eve to eat the forbid­
den fruit from the Tree of Knowl­
edge of Good and Evil, is 
traditionally vie wed in the West as a 
force leading humanity to question 
and defy God’s command.

By eating the fruit, Adam and Eve 
claimed the divine prerogative, 
asserting the right to define good 
and evil for themselves rather than 
trusting in God’s wisdom.

This act of moral autonomy 
brought with it tiie burden of moral 
responsibility and what is often 
referred to in the biblical context as 
the ‘loss of innocence’! Consequent­
ly, some modern interpretations, 
wfeile acknowledging tiie view' of the 
snake as a source of temptation in 
the Judeo-Christian tradition, see it 
less as purely evil and more as a cata­
lyst for human agency and free will. 

In feet, the snake’s connection to 
the Tree of Knowledge is tied to its 
role as a guardian — of kings and 
gods, temples and tombs, treasures 
and knowledge — as w'ell as its myste­
rious and ancient nature, which has 
long been associated with wisdom.

In the Gospel of Matthew, the first 
book of the New' Testament of the 
Bible, Saint Matthew' one of the 12 
apostles of Jesus Christ w'ho’s credit­
ed as the text’s author, encouraged 
the believers to be discerning while 
maintaining moral purity. 

“Be wise as serpents and innocent 
as doves,” he said.
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With the Year of 
the Snake on the 
horizon, Zhao Xu 
takes a look at the 
enigmatic creature 
in myriad cultures.
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The Hellenistic sculpture Laocoon and His Sons captures the
agonizing moment when the Trojan priest and his sons are 
ensnared by sea serpents, courtesy of Vatican museums
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The paintings are half reenact­
ments of real nature scenes that 
also reveal a utopian land in 
which the painters reset their 
minds and hearts. The exhibition 
runs until Feb 23.
9 am-5pm, closed on Mondays. 2075 
Renmin Lu, Suzhou, Jiangsu prov­
ince. 0512-6728-0798.

/ft

history that Yixing takes pride in. It 
also opens up a cross-cultural dia­
logue by gathering ceramic works by 
artists around the world, exposing 
people to the revival of a traditional 
medium via experimental methods. 
The museum is also the fourth venue 
in the museum constellation of the 
UCCA Center for Contemporary Art 
10 am-7pm, closed on Mondays. 
Tao’erchang WenhuaJiequ (Creative
& Cultural Ceramic Avenue), Ding- 
shu town, Yixing, Jiangsu province. 
0510-8767-9989.

By JIMENA ESTEBAN
in Buenos Aires

Ignacio Villaran, director of the Argentina-China Studies 
Center at the Faculty of Social Sciences of the University of 
Buenos Aires

“These fragments, belonging to 
the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), 
demonstrate that there were com­
mercial and cultural ties between 
the Americas and China (centuries 
ago),” says Gunther, adding that 
these fragments are currently safe­
guarded by the Museum of Anthro­
pology in Salta.

Over the years, archaeologists 
have dug up parts of the city, along 
with fragments of porcelain that are

Exhibition of porcelain relics sheds light on colonial South America’s 
trade and cultural links with imperial China

emerged out of the porcelain trade. 
Chinese porcelain made its way to 

the Americas starting in the 16th 
century through the Manila Galleon 
trade route, a trans-Pacific route 
used by Spanish galleons from 1565 
to 1815, linking the Americas with 
Asia by connecting Mexico with the 
Philippines. It was used to transport 
luxury goods such as spices and por­
celain in exchange for silver. At the 
time, Esteco I was at the heart of 
Spain’s vast colonial holdings in the 
continent — Argentina did not 
declare independence until three 
centuries later.

The porcelain items were primari­
ly circulated in Argentina during the 
Ming and Qing dynasties, according 
to Villaran.

“Most of the pieces on display 
were likely crafted toward the end of 
the Ming Dynasty at the earliest, but 
predominantly during the Qing 
Dynasty, spanning the 18th and 19th 
centuries,” Villaran says.

Aside from porcelain, traders 
moved silk and spices along routes 
that spanned the globe starting in 
China, traveling westward to Europe, 
and then on Manila Galleon sailing 
vessels across to the Americas.

Despite these deep roots, there is 
relatively little research on how that 
trade helped South America’s cul­
ture evolve. However, various stud­
ies suggest that porcelain artifacts 
were widely circulated.

Tire History Museum of the North 
has permanent collections that 
chronicle the region’s rich history, 
while the building itself is a national 
historical landmark.

The exhibition takes the explora­
tion of China’s links to the region a 
step further and allows visitors to 
discover the rich history of the porce­
lain trade, porcelain art and its ori­
gins in China, the role of the Silk 
Road, and the journey these pieces 
took to Esteco.

On display are items including 
porcelain figurines, illustrations, 
bowls and incense burners. They are 
decorated in designs including 
peonies, plum blossoms, peach blos­
soms, pheasants and more.

There are pieces from the Famille 
Rose, porcelain painted in rose and 
pink shades, and Famille Verte, 
which has yellow, blue, red, green 
and purple color ranges.

The Famille Rose pieces were 
known in China as yangcai, or “for­
eign colors” because they originated 
in Europe in 1685. Famille Verte pie­
ces use a palette of yellow or rich 
greenish black created largely during 
die reign of Emperor Kangxi of the 
Qing Dynasty. Later, during the reign 
of Emperor Yongzheng, rose colors 
were favored over the older and more 
traditional greens, according to die 
exhibition introduction.

The exhibition helps shine a light 
on the historical fascination with 
Asian art collections, “a vogue stem­
ming from a broader European 
trend prevalent during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries,” Villaran says. 

“This movement had an impact 
on the collection of Oriental pieces, 
forming the conceptual framework 
for this exhibition. The display 
showcases a variety of plates, vases 
and other tableware decorated with 
Chinese motifs.”

The fragments from 16th-century 
Esteco are among the oldest pieces 
on display.

“While no complete pieces have 
survived, their discovery is signifi­
cant. It offers insight into the artistic 
production of everyday objects, 
both decorative and practical,” Vil­
laran says.

n a small but influential 
museum in the north of 
Argentina, a porcelain exhibit 
takes visitors back five centu­

ries and around the world, bringing 
to life Chinese culture and its 
nuanced and multifaceted influ­
ence on South America.

The History Museum of the North 
in the city of Salta opened Millenni­
al Porcelain: A Journey from China 
to Salta, an exhibition that puts the 
spotlight on Chinese porcelain that 
made its way from imperial work­
shops in the Middle Kingdom all the 
way to Spain’s colonial settlements 
in South America. Visitors can 
explore the cultural phenomenon of 
porcelain collecting, and its histori­
cal significance along the ancient 
Silk Road, and also all the way to 
colonial South America.

At its most basic, the exhibition 
highlights the reality that “there 
were commercial and cultural ties 
between the Americas and China 
(going back many centuries),” says 
Maria Virginia Gunther, a researcher 
at tiie museum who headed up 
research for the exhibit. “We want to 
highlight the early connections 
between the Americas and China, 
showing how porcelain serves as tan­
gible evidence of these exchanges.

“Our main goal is to make this col­
lection accessible to the community. 
We decided to contextualize it using 
fragments of Chinese porcelain 
found in excavations conducted in 
... Esteco I,” says Gunther, referring 
to an Argentine historical site. “This 
allowed us to link the pieces to local 
history and provide a perspective on 
the early exchanges between Ameri­
cas and China.”

The exhibition, which includes pie­
ces from a private collection, as well 
as recently excavated archaeological 
finds, opened in late November and 
will run through March 2025. It 
includes rare porcelain pieces, such 
as some believed to be from Emperor 
Qianlong’s era in the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911), and archaeological frag­
ments dug up from the fabled Argen­
tine colonial city known as Esteco, 
which was obliterated in an earth­
quake in 1962.

The exhibition is the result of a 
wide-reaching collaboration 
backed by Chinese and Argentine 
institutions, including the Chinese 
embassy in Argentina, an Argenti­
na-China studies center, the Muse­
um Anthropology in Salta (which 
led the dig in Esteco), provincial 
cultural authorities and local 
municipal governments.

It underscores the long-standing 
interest in Chinese culture and its 
deep historical links with the region, 
and features a variety of pieces, 
including representative samples of 
Imari porcelain and pieces from the 
“Rose” and “Green” porcelain fami­
lies — so named for the colors used 
to glaze them — highlighting centu­
ries of artistic evolution.

“It has been an enriching experi­
ence, especially because it allows us 
to connect our historical past with 
current generations,” says Gunther. 
“It’s a diverse collection, but we lack 
precise chronology or detailed infor­
mation about its provenance.

“Some pieces have labels with 
seals that seem to correspond to the 
reign of Emperor Qianlong, 
between the years 1735 and 1795. 
There are also a couple of bowls 
with similar characteristics,” says 
Gunther.

For many visitors, the exhibition 
is also a powerful reminder of the 
tragic history of the Spanish coloni­
al settlement founded in 1566 that

included in the exhibit, according to 
Maria Campero de Larran, who 
leads the conservation and restora­
tion efforts at the museum.

“The aim of this exhibition is not 
only to share this collection and pre­
serve its legacy in Salta but also raise 
funds,” says Campero de Larran, 
adding that it was the museum’s 
management that “proposed show­
casing this collection to make it 
accessible to a wider audience”

Most of the pieces on 
display were likely 

crafted toward the end of the 
Ming Dynasty at the earliest, 
but predominantly during 
the Qing Dynasty, spanning 
the 18th and 19th centuries.”

Elegant demeanor 
Gu Kaizhi, who lived during the 
4th and 5th centuries, is recog­
nized as a consummate figure in 
art and literature, setting high 
standards for narrative painting 
and the depiction of figures, which 
influenced artists of later genera­
tions. His hand scroll TheNymph 
of the Luo River illustrates Luoshen- 
fu, a 3rd-century prose poem com­
posed by the poet Cao Zhi. The 
work is considered an iconic piece 
in art history and has inspired 
replicas.
One rare copy made by an anony-

Suzhou tales
An artist group named the Wumen 
school rose to prominence in Suz­
hou, Jiangsu province, during the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). Its four 
leading painters — Shen Zhou, Wen 
Zhengming, Tang Yin and Qiu Ying 
— are collectively referred to as the 
“four painters of Wumen” whose 
styles and works had long-standing 
influence. The school’s heritage has 
been carried on by artists of genera­
tions in the modern era. The care­
free strokes, light colors and 
tranquil mood have been employed 
not only by ink painters but also oil 
painters.
Suzhou Art Museum presents the 
city’s art landscape in the 20th 
century at an exhibition, Xiaoyao 
ShanshuiJian (“Carefree Between 
Mountains and Waters”). It dis­
plays landscape artworks by ink 
and oil artists hailing from or who 
are active in Suzhou, a prosperous 
cultural hub since ancient times.

Ways of clay
The exhibition of contemporary 
ceramic art, The Ways of Clay, 
opened at the UCCA Clay Museum 
in October, the latest addition to the 
skyline of Yixing, Jiangsu province, 
a city renowned for producing qual­
ity clay used to make well-crafted 
teapots.
Tire exhibition runs until Feb 23 and 
shows a selection of award-winning 
works from the International 
Ceramics Festival Mino from the col­
lection of the Museum of Modern 
Ceramic Art in Gifu, Japan. It is a 
salute to the long-standing ceramic

- - —

While the fragments dug up in 
Esteco are owned by the Museum of 
Anthropology in Salta, the complete 
pieces on exhibition are from the 
Mascias-Moinaria art collection, 
which includes 60 examples of Chi­
nese art and was donated to the 
HOPE Foundation, which supports 
children with cancer. A parallel goal 
of the exhibition is to publicize the 
collection and, perhaps, find a buyer 
to raise funds for the foundation.

The pieces on loan to the exhibi­
tion originated in China and have 
been linked to similar items that 
were present in Salta, according to 
Ignacio Villaran, director of the 
Argentina-China Studies Center at 
the Faculty of Social Sciences of the 
University of Buenos Aires.

At first glance, Salta is an unlike­
ly place for a repository of Chinese 
history, while historical Chinese 
artifacts may be an unlikely reposi­
tory of efforts to preserve Salta’s 
own legacy.

Some of the earliest exchanges 
between South America and China

Porcelain items from China on 
show as part of an exhibition, 
Millennial Porcelain: A Journey 

■ from China to Salta, at a museum 
in Salta, Argentina. The items 
include a piece (far left) from the 
"Rose" family; one (left) from the 
Emperor Qianlong period of the 
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911); and a 
lion statue (above). 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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mous painter of the Song Dynasty 
(960-1279) is in the Liaoning Pro­
vincial Museum’s collection in 
Shenyang, Liaoning province. It is 
now on display atFengshen Youyi 
(“Attractive and Graceful”), an 
exhibition of ancient figure paint­
ings at the museum running until 
March 23.
The exhibition displays a rich col­
lection of the classic paintings that 
the Liaoning museum has built 
over decades, tracing the evolution 
of figure painting throughout cen­
turies, during which dozens of 
multifaceted artists contributed to 
the genre with their innovative 
brushwork. When they outlined a 
graceful silhouette and rendered 
an appealing demeanor to the 
characters, the painters also con­
veyed thoughts about morality, 
ideals and beliefs.
9 am-5 pm, closed on Mondays. 157 
Zhihui Sanjie, Hunnan district, 
Shenyang Liaoning province. 024- 
2274-1193.
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was officially called Nuestra Senora 
de Talavera but better known as 
Esteco. The city was relocated in 
1609 and merged with another set­
tlement to form Nuestra Senora de 
Talavera de Madrid, which became 
known as Esteco II.

Esteco II evolved over the next 
eight decades to become one of the 
region’s most prosperous cities, 
until it was destroyed by an earth­
quake.

“For the people of Salta, Esteco 
also holds special meaning because 
of its connection to the earth­
quakes. This exhibition allows us to 
preserve that historical memory,” 
says Gunther.

Many of the pieces were uncov­
ered by archaeological excavations 
that started at the beginning of this 
century, according to the research­
er.

The presence of Chinese porce­
lain at Esteco II shows strong evi­
dence of international connections 
in remote Latin American out­
posts.
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