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By HENG WEILI in New York 

and YIFAN XU in Washington

By ZHAO RUINAN in Nanchang 

zhaoruman@chinadaily.com.cn
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United States President Donald 
Thump said on Monday he will not 
immediately impose tariffs on 
imported products, but will order 
federal agencies to assess trade 
issues, which could ultimately 
result in taxes on imports from Chi­
na, Canada, Mexico and other 
countries.

While this move could help ease 
tensions with its trade partners as 
of now, tariffs and trade-related 
sanctions still cannot be excluded. 

History has shown that sanctions 
have limited utility, which should 
serve as a reminder for the new 
Trump administration. A study by 
the Peterson Institute for Interna­
tional Economics indicated that 
during the 1970s and 1980s, US 
sanctions only produced positive 
outcomes in fewer than one in five

ft

Contact the writers at hengweili@
chinadailyiisa.com.

the First Amendment has fine print 
It doesn’t. The right to free speech 
doesn’t come with exceptions. Not for 
apps. Not for ideas. Not for politicians 
who think they know better than you. 
They don’t ban speech to protect you. 
They ban speech to control you,” Riul 
said. “That’s why today, I’m introduc­
ing a bipartisan, bicameral bill to 
repeal the TikTok ban.”

In Trump’s inaugural address, he 
mentioned China only once, over the 
operation of the Panama Canal. Con­
sidering that he had talked of impos­
ing 60 percent or higher tariffs on Chi­
nese imports, die omission of China in 
discussing that topic was noteworthy. 

However, in an executive order­
signing ceremony on Monday and in 
a wide-ranging news conference on 
Tiiesday, Thump said “we’re looking at” 
25 percent tariffs on Mexico and China 
starting on Feb 1.

There also was no mention of 
restricting technology exports to Chi­
na, which die Biden administration 
had increasingly done.

Also,The Wall Street Journal report­
ed tiiat Trump was looking to visit Chi­
na in his first 100 days back in office. 
He did make a state visit in 2017, the 
year before his administration initi­
ated tariffs on hundreds of billions of 
dollars’ worth of Chinese goods.

China Daily spoke with some Amer­
icans who were in Washington DC 
for the inauguration to gauge their 
outiookon the bilateral relationship. 

Mark Rogers of Sacramento, Cal­
ifornia, said the relationship is “all 
about respect and friendship”

''fiN
“I think ... incredibly positive,” 

he said of his outiook for relations. 
‘T think the president of China and 
Donald Trump will get together, and I 
think there (will) be excellent, positive 
ideals, and they’ll come into an idea 
together,” he said. “And I think we’ll 
move forward.”

Anna Benson from Utah expressed 
optimism, emphasizing the impor­
tance of maintaining a good relation­
ship with China. She highlighted the 
potential for unity and collaboration, 
saying, “If we [could] be together, 
united, we can be stronger. ... The 
power will benefit the people. That’s 
what we want, a power that can ben­
efit the people, the people in China, 
and the people in the United States. 

“He (Trump) has a very good rela­
tionship with China, and we want 
him to keep it up,” Benson said.

Claire Toalson, 23, from Texas, 
expressed excitement about the 
future of the relationship. “I’m con­
fident that he (Trump) can get a 
good deal struck up and kind of get 
a healthy relationship going between 
the two,” she said.

In a December interview posted 
on X.com, Professor Jeffrey Sachs, 
director of the Center for Sustainable 
Development at Columbia Univer­
sity, said Thimp could “end the talk of 
the war in East Asia, which would be 
the utter disaster and folly, by recog­
nizing that we shouldn’t be meddling 
in China’s internal affairs”

Israeli forces intensify raid on 
West Bank amid Gaza truce

She did not have to travel too far 
to experience the thrill of this win­
ter wonder. Jiangxi is right next to 
Fujian. After seeing numerous 
posts on the social media platform 
Xiaohongshu, Yi and her friends 
decided to go and enjoy the snow 
for themselves.

“We began monitoring the weath­
er in Guling town about a month in 
advance because snowfall can be 
very unpredictable.

“When we noticed the tempera­
ture dropping below zero for three 
consecutive days on various 
weather apps and saw videos from 
local bloggers on Xiaohongshu 
showing heavy fog, we knew there 
was very high chance of snowfall,” 
Yi said.

By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn

The course of US-China relations 
will be watched closely now that 
President Donald Trump is back in 
the White House, with the past week 
showing some grounds for optimism. 

One issue that has drawn global 
attention is Thump’s executive order 
to delay Congress’ ban on TikTok, the 
popular social media platform owned 
by China’s ByteDance.

In an executive order posted on the 
White House website Monday, Thimp 
said he has instructed the attorney 
general not to take any action to 
enforce the ban effective Jan 19 for 
75 days so that the new administra­
tion has time “to determine the appro­
priate course forward in an orderly 
way that protects national security 
while avoiding an abrupt shutdown 
of a communications platform used 
by millions of Americans”

US Senator Rand Paul, a Kentucky 
Republican, and US Representative 
Ro Khanna, a California Democrat, 
went a step further on Monday. They 
introduced the bipartisan, bicameral 
“Repeal the TikTok Ban Acf ’.

The bill would annul the law requir­
ing the sale of TikTok “as well as 
ensure that any existing designation 
has no force or effect’!

In a news release on his Senate web­
site, Paul wrote: “They tell you this is 
about China. About security. About 
safety. That’s a he. This is about con­
trol About fear. About silencing you.” 

He said that “some politicians think
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wenty-six-year-old Yi Wei 
could barely contain her joy 
as she watched snowflakes 

swirling around her while on a trip 
to Lushan Mountain in Jiangxi 
province last January. “My friends 
and I had planned to climb the 
mountain and enjoy a snowy day,” 
said Yi, who rarely gets to see snow 
in her native Fujian, a southeastern 
coastal province.

Russia and China defended their 
state sovereignty and national dig­
nity 80 years ago by resisting 
invaders with blood and lives.

The two countries should jointly 
celebrate the 80th anniversary of 
the victory this year and safeguard 
the outcomes of the victory in 
World War II, he said.

Also this year, China holds the 
rotating presidency of the Shang­
hai Cooperation Organization.

Xi said that China is ready to work 
with Russia and other member 
states to take the SCO into a new 
phase featuring higher-quality 
development, greater commitment 
and better performance.

In addition, the two countries 
should work together to promote 
greater BRICS cooperation and 
write anew chapter of unity and self­
improvement for the Global South, 
he added.

Putin said that Russia is willing 

Nations called on 
to jointly defend 
inti system with 
UN at its core

to strengthen cooperation with 
China in multilateral affairs and 
play an active role in world peace 
and development.

Last year, the two heads of state 
met three times and reached a 
number of important consensuses, 
and the two countries celebrated 
the 75th anniversary of their diplo­
matic relations.

Bilateral trade between Janu­
ary and November last year 
reached $222,775 billion, an 
increase of 2.1 percent year-on- 
year, according to the Chinese 
embassy in Russia.

As part of flourishing tourism 
cooperation, nearly 3 million visits 
by tourists were made between the 
two countries last year, Chinese 
Ambassador to Russia Zhang Han- 
hui said in a recent article.

Pragmatic cooperation is pro­
gressing steadily and the two sides 
have worked closely in multilater­

firmly opposes any form of “Taiwan 
independence”

Putin noted that Russia and Chi­
na always trust each other, sup­
port each other and treat each 
other as equals, and bilateral 
cooperation meets the interests of 
the two peoples and is never 
affected by changes in the interna­
tional situation.

He said he was pleased to see 
that the two countries’ cooperation 
in the economy, trade and energy 
has maintained good momentum, 
the number of tourists visiting each 
other has been increasing, and the 
two sides have maintained close 
communication and collaboration 
on multilateral occasions.

The two heads of state also had 
an in-depth exchange of views on 
international and regional issues of 
common concern, and they agreed 
to maintain strategic communica­
tion in the new year.

President Xi Jinping talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin via video link from the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Tuesday. 
LIU BIN/XINHUA

www.chinadailyglobal.com

A member of

'll

al platforms such as the UN, the 
SCO and BRICS, observers said.

Xi said that China-Russia rela­
tions — characterized by perma­
nent good-neighborly friendship, 
comprehensive strategic coopera­
tion, and mutually beneficial, win­
win cooperation — “have 
witnessed constantly renewed 
vitality’!

The two countries “provided 
more positivity for the reform and 
construction of the global govern­
ance system” he added.

He called on the two sides to fur­
ther deepen strategic cooperation, 
firmly support each other, safe­
guard the legitimate interests of 
the two countries, consolidate and 
expand bilateral ties, and promote 
the in-depth growth of practical 
cooperation.

Putin said that Russia firmly sup­
ports that Taiwan is an inalienable 
part of China’s territory, and it 

Visitors throng 
mountain resorts 
in provinces such 
as Jiangxi, Hubei 

and Anhui to partake 
in winter sports

o in-depth

Artistes perform a lion dance on Sunday at a gala in Nairobi, 
Kenya, to mark the upcoming Spring Festival. The daylong 
event also featured dragon dances, display of kung fu skills 
and traditional Kenyan arts, u yahui / xinhua See story, page 6

Mbappe dispels 

doubts before 

Champions clash 
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US mindset of 
confrontation, 
sanctions, 
decoupling not 
sustainable

producer and consumer in 2025
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President Xi Jinping has 
pledged to work with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to take 
bilateral relations to greater 
heights in the new year and “cope 
with uncertainties in the external 
environment through the stability 
and resilience of China-Russia 
ties”.

In a meeting via video link with 
Putin at the Great Hall of the Peo­
ple in Beijing on Tuesday after­
noon, Xi also stated his 
willingness to work together to 
promote the development and 
revitalization of the two nations 
and to safeguard international 
fairness and justice.

As part of recent high-level inter­
actions, Xi and Putin exchanged 
Insids congratulatory messa­

ges on Dec 31.
With Chinese New 

Year coming up in a 
few days, the two 

heads of state also exchanged good 
washes on Tuesday.

Xi expressed wishes for prosper­
ous bilateral relations in the new 
year, while Putin wished Xi and the 
Chinese people a happy new year 
and all the best.

This year marks the 80th anni­
versary of both the victory in the 
World Anti-Fascist War and the 
founding of the United Nations, 
and the two anniversaries were 
high on the agenda of Tuesday’s 
talks.

Xi said the two countries should 
take this opportunity to jointly safe­
guard the UN-centered internation­
al system and the outcomes of the 
World War II victory.

The two countries should 
encourage all nations to strictly 
observe the purposes and princi­
ples of the UN Charter, adhere to 
the universally recognized basic 
norms of international relations 
and practice tme multilateralism, 
he added.

Putin referred to the feet that

f‘ jflj
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Snow: Southern winter wonderlands wow

i
-J

4
J 2

II
L*

' - J ''

III f
: • i

From page 1

I

/

e,

)

V

i 5*

,rIM
IM

/'j
"'•xlR-

p'

/

* A

■

HiI

i4

r :
J

.A Rg

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2025 3:34:15 PM

K
. . Js _ £

1

■ 1J

i

I!ii
iiwj;

[•Jj*1 M,

mW

Moving indoors
Recently, the General Office of the 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

■

South bound
The craze for ice and snow tour­

ism has heated up with dropping 
winter temperatures. Unlike in pre­
vious years, southern regions like 
Jiangxi are now actively competing 
for a share in the ice and snow tour­
ism pie, luring visitors away from 
well-known northern winter attrac­
tions such as Harbin in Heilongjiang 
province.

Data from the hotel booking app 
Qunar indicates that since Novem­
ber, nationwide bookings for ice and 
snow-related attractions have risen 
by 30 percent compared to the same 
period last year.

Additionally, searches for terms 
such as “skiing”, “ice and snow1; and 
“ski resorts” have tripled. Notably, 
half of the most popular ice and 
snow destinations going by early 
bookings before the end of Decem­
ber are located in southern China.

Another popular winter destina­
tion in Jiangxi is the Qjxingling Inter­
national Ski Resort in Tonggu county, 
Yichun city, which is just a four-hour 
drive from Lushan Mountain.

At an altitude of approximately 
1,400 meters, the ski resort offers 
various slopes, including beginner 
and intermediate trails, as well as a 
snow play area.

This spread attracts numerous 
visitors from nearby cities such as 
Yichun, Nanchang and Changsha in 
Hunan province, who come for ski­
ing and recreational activities.

One such avid skier is Nanchang 
resident Guo Yajian. “I’ve been ski­
ing for two years now, and the 
excitement surrounding the 2022 
Beijing Winter Olympics has deep­
ened my passion for this sport,” said 
Guo, who has mastered both single 
and double-board skiing techniques 
through constant practice.

As a skiing enthusiast, Guo has 
visited Qjxingling several times, 
each time taking more and more 
friends along.

“Gliding on the snowboard, 
speeding down the slopes, and expe­
riencing the exhilaration of chasing 
ice and snow—it’s a truly refreshing 
experience,” he said.

However, it’s not only young peo­
ple making a beeline for the resort, 
it’s the destination of choice for a 
number of families too.

Deng Xide, the deputy general 
manager of the resort, said that since

released the 2024-25 National Ice 
and Snow Tourism Boutique Routes 
in a document. It identified 12 
routes designated as national ice 
and snow tourism routes for 2024 
and 2025, including three located in 
southern provinces such as Hubei 
and Sichuan.

The notice also highlighted that 
the growth rate of indoor ski resorts 
across the country had surpassed 
that of outdoor ski resorts.

During the 2013-14 ice and snow 
season, there were only five indoor 
ski resorts in China; however, by the 
2023-24 season, this number had 
increased to 59, predominantly in 
southern cities.

Liu Gang, the director of the mass 
sports division of Jiangxi Provincial 
Sports Bureau, said that Jiangxi cur­
rently has two outdoor ski resorts, 
and cities such as Yichun, Xinyu, 
Ganzhou and Nanchang also fea­
ture both indoor and outdoor ice 
rinks.

“We encourage various ice and 
snow-related activities like dry 

land skiing and grass skiing 
to expand the ice and 

BL snow sports communi- 
ty throughout the 

province and meet
J the public’s 

demand for these 
sports,” said Liu.

On Jan 10, 2021, the local sports 
bureau launched a key project with 
the groundbreaking for the nation­
ally recognized Jiangxi Ice and 
Snow Training Center in Yiidu coun­
ty of Ganzhou city.

Once completed, this center will 
not only host Jiangxi’s ice and snow 
sports teams but will also feature 
the world’s largest artificial snow­
field and ski slopes.

“By constructing a world-class ice 
training center in Yudu, we can 
attract professional ski teams from

f
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On Jan 22 2024, Yi and her 
friends went to Lushan from Xia­
men by high-speed train and set out 
on a three-day, two-night ice and 
snow tour.

“Fortunately, we experienced 
heavy snowfall in the mountains, it 
was breathtaking,” she said.

“As I walked, all I could hear was 
the sound of my boots crunching on 
the thick layer of snow and the wind 
whistling through the trees. A song 
called Sweet Rumors started play­
ing in my mind. At that moment, my 
surroundings were entirely white, 
and the joy in my heart swirled like 
the snowflakes falling from the sky,” 
she said.

In recent years, thousands like Yi 
have visited Lushan Mountain to 
admire the snow-clad scenery. On 
social media platforms, Lushan 
Mountain is often referred to as the 
best place for viewing snow in 
southern China, with some even 
calling it the “Hokkaido of Jiangxi” 

In December 2023, Lushan 
Mountain attracted 174,100 visitors 
in just 10 days. Traditionally a sum­
mer resort, Lushan Mountain’s daily 
visitor numbers during winter now 
rivals that of the summer months.

Above: A child skis at the Lyucongpo Ski
Resort in Badong, a county in Hubei province, 
on Feb 26. hu jingwen / xinhua Below: Children 
enjoy winter time at the ski resort in Zigui on 
Dec 15. ZHENG JIA YU / FOR CHINA DAILY

across the country and even globally 
for training and competitions in 
Jiangxi. The training center will 
include professional tracks in addi­
tion to amateur tracks and a public 
fitness area,” said Zhang Songtao, an 
official from the Jiangxi Provincial 
Sports Bureau.

“Furthermore, ice and snow 
sports will be introduced in schools 
in Yudu, with plans to implement 
programs in five to six schools annu­
ally. This initiative aims to promote 
ice and snow sports in Jiangxi 
among the young,” he added.

In neighboring Hubei province, 
Badong county is also capitalizing 
on the opportunity to develop ice 
and snow sports as a means to boost 
the local economy.

The local government construct­
ed a ski resort in the town of Lyu­
congpo, located at an altitude of 
over 1,700 meters.

According to Xinhua News Agen­
cy, the Lyucongpo Ski Resort has led 
to the development of over 160 
hotels and homestays and more 
than 80 dining and entertainment 
venues in the surrounding area, 
contributing to local employment 
and income growth.

This snow season, Badong county 
expects to welcome over 100,000 ice 
and snow tourists, generating a total 
income of over 200 million yuan.

Anhui province, located in the 
central region of the Yangtze River 
Delta, is also witnessing rapid 
growth of ice and snow sports. Ski 
resorts in scenic areas such as Dabie 
Mountain and Tianzhu Mountain 
are currently handling peak crowds. 

Due to the distance and high trav­
el costs associated with extremely 
cold regions like Northeast China, 
many people in the south often 
search for and experience “snowy 
places” within their own provinces 
to satisfy their cravings.

Xu Mingming, a member of the 
post-1990s generation, recently 
drove with friends from Fuyang city, 
Anhui, to Dabie Mountain ski park. 
They purchased ski package tickets 
that included a night’s stay at a 
homestay and two tickets to the ski 
resort.

“After watching short videos of 
Harbin, I wanted to experience the 
icy landscapes in person. So, I decid­
ed to explore the snow and ice near­
by first. When I have a longer 
holiday, I plan to travel to Harbin in 
the future,” Xu said.

-J

Ski enthusiasts practice at Qu Yuan’s Hometown International Ski Resort in Zigui, Hubei province, on Dec 15. zheng jiayu / for china daily

*

t- Immense potential
According to a 2023 report on ice 

and snow tourism, the total scale of 
China’s ice and snow industry 
exceeded 800 billion yuan in 2022 
and is expected to reach 1 trillion 
yuan by 2025.

The report said the current ice 
and snow tourism market primarily 
focuses on sightseeing experiences, 
entertainment and basic skiing 
activities, indicating that market 
development is still in its early sta­
ges. In the future, ice and snow- 
themed vacations are expected to 
become an important sub-market, 
it said.

Industry experts believe that Chi­
na’s ice and snow sports segment 
and its related economy are current­
ly experiencing vigorous growth, 
and there is potential for many more 
ski resorts to come up in future.

Ice and snow sports are expected 
to stimulate the development of 
related industries, extend the indus­
trial chain, create new formats, and 
possibly establish a new model for 
ice and snow economic develop­
ment, said the report.

This industry chain can already 
be witnessed in Lushan Mountain.

/ I. , z

Above left: People visit Lushan Mountain after a snowfall in Jiujiang, Jiangxi province, uu lixin / china news service Above right: Skiers perform
dragon dance at Qjxingling International Ski Resort during a community sports meeting in Yichun, Jiangxi province, provided to china daily 
Below: A snow scenery of Youyang Tujia and Miao autonomous county, Chongqing, chen bisheng / xinhua
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Dec 15, the resort has welcomed over 
10,000 visitors a week. Early bird 
ticket sales have surpassed 8 million 
yuan, and he expects a vibrant snow 
season this winter.

Yuan Zhiqiang, director of snow­
field planning at the resort, said that 
since the ski resort opened in 2016, 
it has attracted not only local visi­
tors from Jiangxi but also guests 
from Hunan, Guangdong, Fujian 
and other provinces, totaling over 
300,000 so far.

“Last year; during the Spring Festi­
val, we introduced night skiing, 
which allowed us to host 5,000 visi­
tors daily, setting a new record,” Yuan 
said, adding that Qjxingling ski resort 
exemplifies the growing trend of ice 
and snow sports moving southward. 

For southerners, there is a sense 
of novelty surrounding ice and snow 
tourism, and thus its market poten­
tial is huge.

“People living in southern China 
have always been fascinated by 
snow. At the end of January 2024, 
during a cold wave, my friends and I 
visited Mingyue Mountain in Yichun 
city’ said Zhu Jie, a college student 
from Nanchang, the capital of Jiang­
xi. Needless to say, she found it a fas­
cinating experience.

“It was die day after a heavy snow1- 
fall, and we couldn’t resist going up . 
the mountain. We spent over 100 J 
yuan to take the cable car up. fl 
The soft snow and rime filled 
us with tremendous
awe,” the 21-year-old zAra .j 
said.

“That wras the first 
time I had seen such 
a scenery. The 
mountain was truly 
worth visiting that day”
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Decoupling: Innovation gets a boost amid restrictions
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A woman poses at the TikTok booth on the opening day of the 
55th Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, on Monday, yves Herman / Reuters

And yet, from ’hump to former 
US president Joe Biden and back to 
TYump, politicians and administra­
tions in the US have remained 
eager to use trade measures, among 
others, to serve the needs of the 
military-industrial complex in con­
taining China’s competitive edge. 

Contrary to initial expectations, 
the former Biden administration 
accelerated economic, trade and 
technological war with the world, 
especially with China. First, Biden 
revived the Barack Obama admin­
istration’s “Pivot to Asia” and China 
containment policies. He worked 
with allies and introduced initia­
tives, including Build Back Better 
World and Partnership for Global 
Infrastructure and Investment, to 
counter the China-proposed Belt 
and Road Initiative. Then, he 
intensified the previous Trump 
administration’s policy of tariffs, 
confrontation and sanctions. Next, 
he launched sanctions and restric­
tions through the CHIPS and Sci­
ence Act, among others. Even 
before taking office, Thump started 
flexing his muscles to unleash a 
new wave of restrictions, sanctions 
and confrontation.

There were efforts to understand 
the cost of sanctions on the US 
economy. The Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York and Colombia 
University found that the trade war 
cut the market value of listed com­
panies by $1.7 trillion between 2018 
and 2019. The overall impact was 
even deeper, as it lowered growth 

rate, put high pressure on produc­
ers, caused losses for farmers and 
increased the price burden on con­
sumers. The companies tried to 
avoid transferring the impact to 
consumers, but only a few were 
successful, at the cost of compro­
mising wage rise and loss of jobs. 

Unfortunately, despite paying a 
high price, the US has opted to con­
tinue its sanctions and confronta­
tion policy. From semiconductors 
and chips to electronic vehicles and 
even TikTok, the US is trying to rein 
in China to keep the dominance of 
its military-industrial complex 
intact. Therefore, it is pressuring its 
allies and trade partners to follow 
in its footsteps and reduce business 
with China.

upper hand in producing the raw 
and refined materials used for 
manufacturing semiconductors. 
China has the largest reserve of rare 
earth metals, with data suggesting 
it has more than one-third of global 
resources. China has also outpaced 
the world in mining these metals, 
accounting for 60 percent of global 
mining. These are critical materials 
for technological development, 
infrastructure, batteries, medical 
tech and energy. 

China is working to enhance its 
capacity and capability to lead the 
fourth industrial revolution, inno­
vation base and technology devel­
opment status by investing 
immensely in innovation and tech­
nological development. It has 
invested in human capital develop­
ment through a high-quality educa­
tion system and produced quality 
STEM graduates to build the capa­
bility to create knowledge. 

Now, China is reaping the bene­
fits of its investments, and it is on 
its way to matching or surpassing 
Western countries. Therefore, many 
experts from the Global North and 
the Global South believe that it is 
just a matter of time before China 
breaks technical barriers in the 
chip sector. They also believe that 
the sanctions and restrictions fur­
ther accelerate the pace of innova­
tion and technological 
development in China. 

Many years ago, in anticipation 
of US sanctions and hostility, China 
started to diversify its economic 
linkages and export markets. It 
launched numerous initiatives to 
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build sustainable economic linka­
ges with the world, including the 
Belt and Road Initiative. China has 
also erected many technology-relat­
ed platforms to build the capacity 
of poor countries and share its 
experience with them. As a result, 
China is deeply integrated into the 
global system and is open to shar­
ing the dividends of innovation and 
technology development.

Therefore, the US and some of its 
allies will not be able to contain 
China or control its technological 
development

Sanctions or the rhetoric of 
decoupling, devoid of economic 
sense, are often exploited for politi­
cal purposes to appease a few but 
hurt the majority of US consumers 
and industries. Political parties and 
the military-industrial complex are 
looking for a scapegoat to hide their 
inefficiency and inability to serve 
the people and sustain economic 
development.

US politicians and their financiers 
need to understand that sanctions, 
confrontation or decoupling are nei­
ther sustainable nor will they help 
solve the problems US is facing. 
Therefore, these should be avoided 
in favor of a formula for win-win 
cooperation and peaceful coexist­
ence. That will help solve the US’ 
problems and bring positive devel­
opment outcomes for the world.
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Wang said that new types of dis­
putes have emerged, such as those 
related to cross-border commerce 
and China-Europe freight trains, 
adding that many litigants are from 
nations and regions participating in 
the Belt and Road Initiative.

To build a sound business envi­
ronment around the rule of law, she 
said the top court has streamlined 
procedures for processing foreign- 
related commercial cases, giving 
foreign litigants easier access to 
legal services.

In 2018, the top court set up two 
dedicated international commercial 
courts in Shenzhen, Guangdong prov­
ince, and Xi’an, Shaanxi province.

“We’ve invited commercial legal 
experts from home and abroad to 
act as our ‘think tank’ in hearing 
international commercial disputes, 
especially in providing us with sup­
port during mediation and in ascer­
taining when foreign laws should be 
applied,” Wang said.

To date, the top court has attract­
ed 63 legal experts from 26 coun­
tries and regions, she added.

“We’ll continue our endeavor to 
improve the quality of resolving for­
eign-related commercial and mari­
time cases, making every effort to 
promote the high-quality develop­
ment associated with the endeavor,” 
she said.

The top court has also advanced 
the high-level opening-up and 
optimization of the business envi­
ronment by holding international 
activities to increase exchanges 
between judicial professionals, 
Wang said.

In recent years, it has held forums 
for judges from Shanghai Coopera­
tion Organization member coun­
tries, as well as the Maritime Silk 
Road International Forum on Judi­
cial Cooperation.
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United States President Donald 
Trump seems to be using TikTok, a 
popular video-sharing app owned 
by Chinese tech company Byte- 
Dance, as a bargaining chip in Sino- 
US economic and trade relations, 
experts said on Tuesday.

A forced stake sell-off through 
the use of political pressure devi­
ates from the principles of market 
economy and fair competition, 
they said.

The US is using national secu­
rity as a pretext to contain and 
crack down on Chinese compa­
nies operating in the country, 
which is not only harming the 
legitimate rights and interests of 
these enterprises but also dis­
rupting healthy market order 
and impeding global economic 
growth, they added.

On Monday, Trump signed an 
executive order intended to 
pause Congress’ TikTok ban for
75 days, a period in which he said 
he will seek a US buyer in a deal 
that can protect national security 
interests while leaving the popu­
lar social media platform open to 
Americans.

TYump also said that tariffs on 
China could hinge on a deal over 
TikTok’s ownership. The US 
should be entitled to get half of Tik­
Tok if a deal for the app is reached, 
he said, adding that he intended to 
impose tariffs on China if it reject­
ed the deal.

Bai Ming, a researcher with the 
Chinese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation, 
said the Trump administration is 
resorting to political maneuvers to 
threaten TikTok’s Chinese owner 
to sell a significant stake, while in 
the process attempting to sup­
press China’s rise as a technologi­
cal power.

Such unilateral action not 
only violates the principle of fair 
competition in a free market, 
but also affects normal business 
activities of companies operat­
ing in the US, ultimately harm-

Seeking
shelter

efficient legal services to both 
domestic and foreign litigants, Chi­
na has “seen a significant progress 
on the path of foreign-related legal 
construction”, becoming one of the 
preferred venues for resolving inter­
national commercial and maritime 
disputes, she said.

Data shows that more than 
29,000 maritime cases were heard 
by Chinese courts in 2023, com­
pared with only 18 in 1984. In the 
past 40 years, litigants of more than 
80,000 cases involving over 100 
countries and regions chose mari­
time courts of China.

Wang said the types of maritime 
cases have also increased from 18 in 
1984 to currently 108, encompass­
ing issues such as port operation, 
ship repair, shipping logistics, and 
maritime finance and insurance. 

“China tackles the largest num­
ber of and most diverse maritime 
disputes in the world,” she said. 
“This show's the rapid develop­
ment of our opening-up in the 
maritime field, as well as the con­
tinuous improvement in our mari­
time adjudication.”

Data shows the number of mari­
time courts in China rose from six 
in 1984 to 11 in 2019, covering every 
harbor and waterway in the coun­
try, including the Yangtze River and 
the Pearl River.

China’s top court is planning to 
interpret the foreign-related pro­
visions of the Civil Procedure Law 
to improve the quality of case 
handling, as the country increases 
its efforts to build a market-ori­
ented, legalized and international 
business environment, a senior 
official said.

The move comes at a time when 
China is seeking to reassure foreign 
businesses that their legal rights are 
protected and easily facilitated 
under Chinese law.

“The judicial interpretation wall 
be issued as quickly as possible, with 
specific rules on parallel litigation 
and the service of judicial docu­
ments,” Wang Shumei, a standing 
member of the Adjudication Com­
mittee of the Supreme People’s 
Court, said in an interview with Chi­
na Daily.

Wang, who is also a justice of the 
top court, said it will participate in 
amending laws involving foreign-re­
lated affairs, including the Maritime 
Law and Arbitration Law, and 
strengthen relevant talent cultiva­
tion, in order to contribute more to 
improving the country’s legal sys­
tem in this area.

By offering equal protection and
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ing the rights of US consumers, 
given TikTok’s wide popularity 
among the country’s young gen­
eration, Bai said.

TikTok, which boasts 170 mil­
lion users in the US, went dark 
briefly on Saturday, disappearing 
from the app stores operated by 
Apple and Google, hours before a 
law requiring its Chinese parent 
company to sell the app to a US 
company or face a nationwide 
ban took effect on Sunday.

TikTok restored its services after 
TYump said on Sunday he would 
issue an executive order to grant 
the app an extension. He also pro­
posed to establish a joint venture 
where the US owns 50 percent of 
the social media platform.

While the app is now' up and 
running, it still faces an uncertain 
future.

Zhu Keli, founding director of 
the China Institute of New Econo­
my, said that Trump’s 50 percent 
ownership proposal is undoubt­
edly a direct intervention in the 
market behavior of enterprises. 
The US government generalizes 
the concept of national security 
and politicizes economic and 
trade issues, he said.

Zhu emphasized that “the move 
not only goes against the basic 
principles of market economy, but 
may also have a negative impact 
on the global science and technol­
ogy innovation ecosystem”

“TikTok is still facing several 
challenges in the US. How to main­
tain user growth amid fierce mar­
ket competition is an urgent 
problem. In addition, the US gov­
ernment may continue to leverage 
political power to contain it, which 
further increases uncertainty and 
adds to its operational difficulties 
in the country?’ he said.

Market insiders said that US 
authorities should create a fair, 
just and nondiscriminatory busi­
ness environment for enterprises 
from all countries to invest and 
operate in the US, instead of 
interfering in the normal opera­
tion of enterprises through politi­
cal means.

• I

Wang emphasized that effectively 
and efficiently resolving maritime 
cases is crucial for safeguarding the 
nation’s sovereignty, safety and devel­
opment interests. “It’s also conducive 
to enhancing our judicial credibility 
worldwide, attracting more foreign 
litigants to turn to us to settle their 
disputes,” she said.

In April 2019, the Qingdao Mari­
time Court in Shandong province 
fecilitated a settlement among par­
ties and stakeholders from six coun­
tries in a case involving a 300,000 
metric ton oil tanker, allowing the 
continuation of the ship sale con­
tract. The Greek shipowner renamed 
the oil tanker Respect to honor the 
rule of law in China.

Wang said the top court has 
encouraged Chinese judges to 
attend global forums and voice their 
ideas on the formulation of interna­
tional rules, in order to assist the 
international community in build­
ing a feir and reasonable maritime 
trade order.

Chinese courts have seen a rapid 
growth in foreign-related commer­
cial disputes over the past decade. 
Data shows that the number of cas­
es rose from 14,800 in 2013 to 
44,900 last year, covering litigants 
from more than 100 countries and 
regions, including Singapore, Thai­
land, India, France and Germany.
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Displaced Colombi­
ans stand in line 
outside the General 
Santander Stadium 
in Cucuta, Colombia, 
to be registered for 
shelter on Monday. 
More than 80 people 
have been killed in 
recent clashes 
between rival 
guerrilla groups in 
the country’s north­
east amid the govern­
ment’s failed attempts 
to hold peace talks.
The violence has also 
displaced more than 
11,000 people, accor­
ding to reports. 
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Sanctions backfire
There is a general consensus that 

Western sanctions led by the US 
wall not be successful and have neg­
ative implications for Western com­
panies and economies. This policy 
is already hurting allies and part­
ners of the US.

For example, China is one of the 
major buyers of photolithography 
machines from Dutch firm ASML. 
After the imposition of sanctions, 
the company has faced challenges. 
Qualcomm, a major US chip com­
pany, depends on China for over 60 
percent of its sales, and sanctions 
are not good news for it. Lam 
Research, a US chipmaker, also lost 
substantial revenue — about $2.5 
billion — due to the sanctions. 

If s understandable that China’s 
countermoves are related to its 
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Courts to intensify efforts in FROM THE GRASSROOTS

fight against economic crimes

Briefly NBA fans tap to beat of Matun drums
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sale of fake goods (18.8 percent), and 
contract fraud (18.1 percent).

“The trends in these cases demand 
our utmost attention,” Zhang Jun, 
president of the Supreme People’s 
Court, said during a national confer­
ence of chief judges on Monday. 
“While we must address the tangible 
financial damages caused by these 
illegal activities, it is even more criti­
cal to focus on their social harm and 
impact on market order.”

Zhang urged harsher punish­
ments for those defrauding vulnera­
ble populations, including the 
elderly and farmers, and stronger 
action against the production and 
sale of harmful food and drugs. He 
also called for selecting cases that

China’s courts pledged to intensify 
efforts to uphold market order 
through the rule of law, targeting 
activities that disrupt tire socialist 
economy as economic crimes surge.

The Supreme People’s Court 
reported a sharp rise in economic 
crimes last year, with bid-rigging cas­
es jumping 56.6 percent compared to 
the previous year. Other crimes also 
saw significant year-on-year increas­
es, including copyright infringement 
(47.5 percent), loan fraud (33.9 per­
cent), counterfeit trademarks (26.3 
percent), illegal business operations 
(23.9 percent), the production and

By WANG XIAO YU
in Aksu, Xinjiang 

wangmaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

By CAO YIN
caoyin@chinadaily.com.cn

cause little financial harm but have 
a strong negative impact on society 
to deter repeat offenses.

“It is essential to use legal meas­
ures to mitigate and prevent major 
financial risks,” Zhang said. He 
encouraged judges to study emerg­
ing issues in the market economy 
and offer judicial support to address 
new challenges.

“For issues where consensus has 
been reached, courts should prompt­
ly explain them through judicial 
interpretations or guidance,” he said. 
“In cases lacking consensus but 
requiring legal intervention, influen­
tial and typical cases can serve to 
maintain industry order.”

Zhang also stressed the need for 
collaboration with government 
departments to analyze systemic 
issues disrupting the market econo­
my and to foster a fair and robust

The eyes of hundreds of basket­
ball fans awaiting the start of an 
NBAgame in the United States were 
suddenly yanked away from their 
cellphones when some 30 Chinese 
women on the floor — all dressed in 
traditional flowing skirts — began a 
pulsating drum performance.

Many spectators were scrolling or 
chatting, but the thundering 
rhythms, accompanied by the deep, 
resonant sound of horns, grabbed 
their attention. The performance 
left the crowd in awe, said Dong 
Wenzhu, the group’s leader.

“We heard people saying, ‘You’re 
amazing! We didn’t know drums 
could sound like that!’ ” Dong said. 
“They were shocked by how these 
seemingly delicate women could 
create such powerful sounds.”

After the spectacular perform­
ance, which unfolded at the Moda 
Center in Portland, Oregon, people 
were eager to tap their fingers on the 
handmade drumheads and feel the 
texture. They examined their intri­
cate designs and surface patterns.

All the drums came from Henan 
province in central China, where 
Dong grew up. The ones featured in 
the performance were produced in 
Matun village, in the town of Goushi 
in Luoyang, which is known as a 
drum production base.

Matun has a complete industrial 
chain for producing drums, from 
processing raw materials to fine fin­
ish work. For more than 300 local 
family workshops, drums are part of 
the rhythm of life. The drum-mak­
ing industry generates an annual 
output value of more than 100 mil­
lion yuan ($13.6 million), making it 
a pillar industry for the area, said Qu 

Zhijia, deputy head of Goushi.
He said dram-making is closely 

related to the area’s traditional cui­
sine, which has long relied heavily on 
beef and mutton for people’s daily 
diet Long ago, after butchering cattle 
and sheep, residents learned to put 
the hides to good use. They would 
carry their drums around on their 
shoulders and offer them for sale.

The selling has continued, but the 
mode has changed in modern times. 

“With the rise of e-commerce, 
sales have made for steady growth in 
the village’s dram-making industry” 
Qu said. “More than 85 percent of the 
drums in China are produced here.” 

The drums of Goushi have been 
used on many important occasions, 
including at the opening ceremony of 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics. In recog­
nition of their exceptional craftsman­
ship and the cultural significance of 
the drams, the skills of the artisans in 
Matun were listed as an intangible 
cultural heritage in 2020.

Ma Yinwei, a sixth-generation 
inheritor of the craft, recalled how 
he got started.

“I grew up surrounded by drams. 
Everyone around me made them,” 
he said. “Now, the use of drams has 
expanded widely, with some being 
customized as decorative items or 
even as dining tables and stools, 
especially in southern China, where 
people use drum tables for tea cere­
monies.”

As cultural confidence grows, he 
said, the popularity of these hand­
crafted drums continues to rise, 
both as performance instruments 
and as unique pieces of home decor. 
Drum performances typically 
accompany celebrations such as 
Spring Festival or weddings.

The peak season for the dram­
making industry in the village runs 

business environment.
In addition to economic crimes, 

Zhang highlighted the growing com­
plexity of family and marriage dis­
putes, which saw a slight increase 
last year. Rising asset values and new 
types of family properties — such as 
intellectual property, equity, bonds 
and virtual assets — have complicat­
ed case handling.

Judges face challenges in deter­
mining shared marital properties 
and distinguishing between shared 
and individual debts, Zhang said, 
adding that courts should address 
the underlying conflicts in family 
lawsuits and prioritize the emotional 
well-being of litigants.

“Family disputes are closely tied 
to people’s personal interests and 
daily lives,” he said. “Addressing 
these issues effectively is integral to 
maintaining social harmony.” 

rock bursts and spiking tempera­
tures to 43 C at the deepest 
stretch,” Sun said.

Its location in a seismically active 
region has required additional 
measures to ensure structural sta­
bility and worker safety, he said.

Despite the harsh conditions, 
crews stationed at one end of the 
tunnel in Aksu’s Wensu county are 
capable of drilling 18.5 meters per 
day on average, largely due to a cus­
tom-built tunnel boring machine. 

The domestically developed 
machine, which has a cutting 
diameter of 8.83 meters and a 
length of 253 meters, weighs 1,800 
metric tons. It was transported 
from a factory in Jiangsu province 
to Xinjiang in June 2023, with 
assembly and transportation tak­
ing nearly 50 days.

The machine incorporates spe­
cial designs to enhance torque and 
thrust, large cooling systems, and 
monitoring and early warning sys­
tems for rock bursts, Sun said. 

“Manual blasting and drilling 
methods typically achieve 6 to 7 
meters per day. With this machine, 
we’ve progressed 3,400 meters 
since July,” he said.

The tunnel is the nation’s first to 
carve a straight path under vast 
glacial regions, presenting further 
environmental challenges.

“Working in a glacial area 
requires careful environmental 
planning and readiness for glacial 
snowmelt,” Sun said.

To mitigate these risks, new bat­
tery-powered electric vehicles have 
been deployed at the construction 
site, and the tunnel’s drainage sys­
tems have been reinforced to han­
dle heavy water inflows.

Li said he had initial doubts 
about working in the remote 
mountains after a grueling five- 
hour ride from the nearest county, 
but now he feels optimistic about 
the project.

“Our accommodations have 
improved significantly, and more 
importantly, construction is on 
track and progressing well,” he said.
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Over 70,000 held in 
anti-fraud operation 
A joint law enforcement opera­
tion involving China and five 
Southeast Asian countries last 
year- resulted in the cracking of 
over 160 cases, primarily related 
to telecom fraud, and the arrest 
of more than 70,000 suspects, 
according to a report by China 
Media Group on Tuesday. 
According to the report, a joint 
operation, named “Seagull” was 
organized by the Lancang-Me- 
kong Integrated Law Enforce­
ment and Security Cooperation 
Center, lasting from August to 
December last year. Preliminary 
statistics showed that during the 
operation, over 160 cases, mainly 
involving telecom fraud, were 
cracked, more than 70,000 sus­
pects were arrested, and over 160 
victims were rescued.

1,866 prosecuted for 
not paying wages 
Procuratorates in China prose­
cuted 1,866 individuals last year 
for failing to pay labor compensa­
tion, a 7.3 percent increase from 
2023, as part of efforts to combat 
malicious wage arrears. The 
procuratorates successfully 
recovered over 244 million yuan 
($33.6 million) in unpaid wages 
last year, the Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate said on Tuesday. 
The Supreme People’s Court has 
launched a nationwide campaign 
since November last year to tack­
le wage artears to ensure migrant 
workers receive their rightful pay 
and return home for Spring Fes­
tival family reunions.

participated in a spacewalk. He 
made two during his first orbital 
journey in the Shenzhou XIV mis­
sion in the second half of 2022, 
and went on another with Song on 
Dec 17 to mark the Shenzhou XIX 
crew’s first spacewalk, during 
which they spent more than nine 
hours outside Tiangong.

The Dec 17 effort set a world 
record for the longest spacewalk, 
exceeding the previous one of 8 
hours and 56 minutes set by Unit­
ed States astronauts in March 
2001.

The Shenzhou XIX trio, the 
eighth group of inhabitants of the 
Chinese space station, were 
launched on Oct 30 by a Long 
March 2F carrier rocket from the 
Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center 
in northwestern China and 
arrived at the orbital outpost later 
that day to take over from their 
peers in the Shenzhou XVIII flight. 

Since their arrival, Cai’s crew 
had completed various tasks, 
including station maintenance 
and emergency response drills 
and had been working on a host of 
science and technology tasks, 
according to the space agency.

The crew is expected to return to 
Earth in late April or early May.

Road construction manager Li 
Xiaoming arrived in the Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region 18 
months ago to help oversee the 
excavation of a tunnel through the 
snow-capped Tianshan Moun­
tains. Since then, he has faced 
flooding, communication black­
outs and sleepless nights in bone­
chilling temperatures below' -20 C. 

Yet, Li said the hardships are 
worthwhile. The 15.7-kilometer 
West Tianshan Super-Long Thn- 
nel, part of an expressway con­
necting southern and northern 
Xinjiang, is progressing as 
planned.

“We are working tow'ard the 
goal of breaking through around 
July of 2026 and completing sup­
porting facilities in the following 
months,” Li said. “The tunnel’s 
success will be critical for the 
entire expressway to begin opera­
tions by late October 2027.”

TheTianshan Mountains, one of 
the world’s longest ranges, divide 
Xinjiang into northern and south­
ern regions. The West Tianshan 
Super-Long Timnel extends from 
Yili Kazak autonomous prefecture 
to Aksu prefecture and is the most 
significant section of the G219 
highway.

Once completed, the tunnel will 
cut travel time between Yili and 
Aksu from 1,710 km to less than 
500 km. The shortened distance is 
expected to boost tourism, 
improve convenience for local res­
idents and drive economic devel­
opment, according to China 
Communications Construction 
Co, which is overseeing the 
project.

Sun Zhanjun, deputy project 
manager, said the unique geologi­
cal conditions of the region have 
posed technological, safety and 
environmental challenges.

“The tunnel runs as deep as 
2,365 meters, increasing the risk of 
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Shenzhou XIX mission crew 
members have conducted their 
second spacewalk outside the 
Tiangong space station, complet­
ing several assignments, accord­
ing to the China Manned Space 
Agency.

The agency said in a news 
release that mission commander 
Senior Colonel Cai Xuzhe and 
crew member Lieutenant Colonel 
Song Lingdong returned to the 
Wentian science module at 1:12 am 
on Tuesday after floating for eight 
and a half hours outside the colos­
sal orbital station.

The third crew member, Lieu­
tenant Colonel Wang Haoze, 
stayed inside Tiangong to provide 
support, it said.

With support from ground con­
trollers and the use of a robotic 
arm, the team completed all their 
assigned tasks, including install­
ing space debris shield devices and 
checking the condition of extrave­
hicular equipment, the agency 
said.

The spacewalk was the 19th to be 
carried out by Chinese astronauts. 

It was also the fourth time Cai

from September through the end of 
the year and into the spring of the 
following year.

Li Jituo, deputy director of the 
Yanshi district bureau of culture, 
radio, television and tourism said 
the Matun drum, as a unique intan­
gible cultural heritage, has become 
increasingly integrated with the cul­
tural tourism sector, scenic areas 
and other creative industries.

The authorities plan to further 
develop the drams through 
research and innovation to fuse 
them with the tourism market.

“We hope to expand the reach of 
Matun drams, bringing this tradi­
tional craft to the global stage,” Li 
said.

After the well-received perform­
ance at the NBA arena in the US, 
Dong, the director, has greater moti­
vation and confidence about the 
drams and related cultural exchanges 
in communities around the world.

Her team was created in 2022, 
with female members ages 35 to 62. 
They regularly visit high schools to 
perform.

“Currently, we are preparing for a 
performance at the Chinese New 
Year Gala to highlight the beauty of 
Chinese traditional music and arts. 
We’re also planning a performance 
in Washington state and continue to 
seize every opportunity,” she said.
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Move comes in the wake of sharp 
rise in financial offenses last year

L

Xinjiang tunnel project 
progressing smoothly

Workers train humanoid robots to inspect the structure of a car at a humanoid training ground in Shanghai on Tuesday. The training 
ground, the first of its kind in the country, is owned by China’s National and Local Co-built Embodied Artificial Intelligence Robotics Inno­
vation Center, accommodating over 100 full-size humanoid robots, chen mengze / for china daily
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Guests view a model of a tunnel boring machine used in the con­
struction of the West Tianshan Super-Long Tunnel in Aksu, Xin­
jiang Uygur autonomous region, on Jan 15. feng yongbin / china daily
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Strong future seen for Briefly

Sino-Afghan relations
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Inquiry into Southport killings launched
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Camels fight in the Pamucak 
Arena in the town of Selcuk in 
the Aegean region, Turkiye, 
during the annual Efes Selcuk 
Camel Wrestling Festival on 
Sunday. The festival will run to 
the end of March when one 
camel is chosen as the winner. 
MURAD SEZER / REUTERS
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China is ready to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with Afghanistan, joint­
ly advancing the development and 
prosperity of both countries, pro­
moting regional peace and security, 
and fostering cultural exchange and 
mutual learning, according to a Chi­
nese diplomat.

Chinese Ambassador to Afghani­
stan Zhao Xing said this during a 
speech at a ceremony to celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of the estab­
lishment of diplomatic relations 
between China and Afghanistan on 
Monday.

clear that the future of their rela­
tionship is built on mutual respect, 
cooperation, and shared aspirations 
for peace and prosperity, said Maarij 
Farooq, deputy editor-in-chief at 
Pakistan Economic Net and Daily 
Ittehad Media Group.

“China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
offers Afghanistan a unique opportu­
nity to become a hub for regional con­
nectivity, unlocking its potential for 
trade and economic growth,” he said. 

“Furthermore, China’s economic 
support for Afghanistan will have a 
ripple effect across the region. A sta­
ble Afghanistan is essential for 
ensuring peace in neighboring 
countries and advancing regional 
integration.”

Najibullah Jami, a professor and 
political analyst at Kabul Universi­
ty, hailed China’s noninterference 
policy, expressing anticipation for 
closer cooperation between the two 
countries.

“China does not express its opin­
ion on Afghanistan’s internal affairs 
and it respects Afghanistan’s territo­
rial integrity,” Jami told Xinhua 
News Agency in a recent interview

China and Afghanistan have 
mutually prioritized each other’s 
diplomatic interests, according to 
the analyst.

“I believe that Afghanistan and 
China have a long and positive his­
tory of diplomatic relations and that 
should be expanded, because this 
can have a greater and better impact 
on several fields, such as economy, 
security, and culture,” he said.

The current momentum and 
efforts by both governments indi­
cate that the relationship will be 
strengthened in the coming years, 
said Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, CEO of 
the Asian Institute of Eco-civiliza- 
tion Research and Development in 
Pakistan.

Ahmad said Afghanistan can ben­
efit immensely from Chinese devel­
opment, noting that China can help 
build its infrastructure and create 
economic opportunities.

However, he added that “Afghani­
stan will have to ensure that it is 
implementing the reforms and pro­
grams which it promised when the 
Taliban took over the country” to 
reap the benefits.

Rudakubana pleaded guilty on 
Monday to the three murders, and 
to the attempted murder of eight 
other children and two adults in the 
same incident. Rudakubana also 
pleaded guilty to producing the 
deadly toxin ricin and possessing a 
terrorist document.

“The blunt truth here is that this 
case is a sign Britain now faces a 
new threat,” Starmer said in a public 
statement from 10 Downing Street. 
“Terrorism has changed.”

He said the new terror threat does 
not come exclusively from religious 
or political extremists but also from 
“loners, misfits, young men in their 
bedrooms” with an interest in 
“extreme violence”.

He made the comments after his 
government announced it would 
hold a public inquiry into the Kill-

China’s open business environ­
ment and growing potential for 
international trade are attracting 
Thai enterprises that look forward 
to building closer trade bonds with 
China at a major international 
supply chain expo in July.

“We can see vast potential for 
cooperation between China and 
Thailand that will benefit both,” 
said Dhanin Chearavanont, senior 
chairman of Charoen Pokphand 
Group, one of the world’s largest 
producers of animal feed and live­
stock in Thailand.

Speaking at the Thailand road 
show of the Third China Interna­
tional Supply Chain Expo, or 
CISCE, that was held in Bangkok 
on Tuesday, Dhanin said China has 
seen dramatic changes over the 
past three decades and its current 
infrastructure construction has 
reached the world’s top-level.

“China’s cutting-edge technolo­
gies impressed me a lot. During my 
recent trips to China, I was also 
amazed by the country’s talents. As 
the world’s first of its kind, the 
expo in China is very creative and 
will bring great chances of boost­
ing cross-border trade to compa­
nies worldwide,” he added.

China has been strengthening 
policy support to bolster foreign 
trade and investment and spared 
no effort to promote a higher level 
of opening-up to the outside world 
in the past few years. A total of 
59,080 foreign enterprises were 
newly established in China last year, 
up 9.9 percent year-on-year, accord­
ing to the Ministry of Commerce.

As the world’s first exhibition 
along the theme of supply chain, 
the CISCE aims to connect 
upstream, midstream and down­
stream sectors, bring together 
enterprises and related partners 
from all fields, and foster interac­
tion between China and interna­
tional business partners.

The event, held in the Afghan cap­
ital Kabul, was jointly hosted by the 
Chinese embassy and the caretaker 
government.

Zhao said China firmly adheres to 
the policies of “Three Respects” and 
“Three Nevers”, as well as support­
ing peace and reconstruction in 
Afghanistan.

He highlighted the abundant 
achievements in China-Afghanistan 
cooperation over the past seven dec­
ades and the deepening friendship 
between their peoples.

China respects the independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity 
of Afghanistan, respects the inde­
pendent choices made by the 
Afghan people, and respects the reli­
gious beliefs and national customs 
of Afghanistan, according to a paper 
stating China’s position on Afghani­
stan released by the Chinese Minis­
try of Foreign Affairs. China never 
interferes in Afghanistan’s internal 
affairs, never seeks selfish interests 
in Afghanistan, and never pursues 
the so-called sphere of influence.

“The expo is an important plat­
form for deepening industrial 
development in the region and an 
open stage for determining the 
direction of global production and 
industrial transformation,” said 
Suchart Chomklin, the Thai depu­
ty minister of commerce.

In his opening remarks, Suchart 
reviewed the strategic partnership 
between China and Thailand. He 
noted that China is Thailand’s top 
trading partner, maintaining the 
highest bilateral trade value for 12 
consecutive years since 2013.

“As the two nations are celebrat­
ing their 50th anniversary of dip­
lomatic relations this year, we 
hope the expo will further promote 
the sustained growth of trade and 
investment between Thailand and 
China,” said Narongsak Puttaporn- 
mongkol, president of the Thai- 
Chinese General Chamber of 
Commerce.

The second CISCE that was held 
last November witnessed the sign­
ing of more than 210 trade deals 
and tentative agreements totaling 
more than $21 billion, according to 
the China Council for the Promo­
tion of International Trade, or 
CCPIT. The five-day event saw 
more than 600 exhibitors from 
nearly 70 countries and regions.

Ren Hongbin, chairman of the 
CCPIT, led the Chinese delegation 
at the event and gave the keynote 
speech. He highlighted China’s 
extensive market and its open­
ness while inviting Thai enter­
prises to participate in the third 
CISCE, which will kick off in July 
in Beijing.

“We chose Thailand as our first 
station for this year’s road show 
because the kingdom has been our 
good neighbor, friend and family 
member for a long time. We hope 
to upgrade our cooperation and 
create greater value from our 
trade,” he said. “China welcomes 
more Thai enterprises to the third 
CISCE and seeks more opportuni­
ties for a win-win result.”

The United Kingdom’s prime min­
ister admitted on Tuesday the govern­
ment had failed to prevent the terror- 
related murders of three young girls 
at a Taylor Swift-themed dance class 
last year and that the country would 
redefine terrorism as a result.

Keir Starmer said 18-year-old Axel 
Rudakubana’s murders on July 29 of 
three girls in the town of Southport 
in northwest England should not 
have been allowed to happen.

He added that the case should 
serve as a ‘Tine in the sand” after 
which government departments 
and law enforcement agencies 
change their thinking about who 
constitutes a terror threat.

Starmer was speaking after

Enduring friendship
Attending the ceremony, Afghan 

Deputy Foreign Minister Sher 
Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai spoke 
highly of the enduring friendship 
between the two sides and the 
achievements in China-Afghanistan 
relations.

Stanikzai expressed gratitude for 
China’s support of Afghanistan’s 
national independence and devel­
opment, as well as the improvement 
of the Afghan people’s livelihoods.

He also called on both sides to use 
the 70th anniversary as an opportu­
nity to deepen cooperation and pro­
mote mutual development and 
prosperity.

The Chinese ambassador noted 
that China’s direct cooperation in 
Afghanistan recorded the highest 
growth rate among its investments 
in Asian countries in 2024, the 
Afghan media reported.

It is expected that trade between 
China and Afghanistan will surpass 
$1.5 billion this year.

As China and Afghanistan cele­
brate 70 years of diplomatic ties, it is

ings and Rudakubana’s contact 
with agencies that should have pre­
vented them.

Starmer said the public inquiry 
will seek to establish why Rudaku­
bana, who had a long history of vio­
lence and whom police officers had 
visited at least five times, was not 
identified as a possible terrorist and 
put through deradicalization pro­
grams, despite having been referred 
to them on numerous occasions.

He also said the government 
would review the UK’s terrorism 
laws and change them if necessary.

Starmer added that the inquiry 
will also look into whether the 
authorities released enough infor­
mation about the killings in their 
immediate aftermath.

Rudakubana will be sentenced on 
Thursday.

INDONESIA

Landslides, flash 
floods leave 18 dead 
Indonesian rescuers recovered 
the bodies of at least 18 people 
who were swept away in flash 
floods or buried under mud and 
rocks that hit hilly villages on the 
country’s main island of Java, 
officials said Tuesday. At least 
nine people were missing. Tor­
rential rains on Monday caused 
rivers to burst their banks, tear­
ing through nine villages in the 
Pekalongan regency of Central 
Java Province, said Bergas Catur- 
sasi Penanggungan, head of the 
Central Java disaster mitigation 
agency. The landslides also criti­
cally injured 10 individuals and 
partially damaged two houses.

UNITED NATIONS

Tourism recovers to 
pre-COVID levels
Global tourism fully recovered 
from the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2024, with 1.4 billion internation­
al tourist arrivals recorded 
worldwide due to “robust” 
demand from key markets, UN 
Tourism said on Monday. “A 
majority of destinations wel­
comed more international tour­
ists in 2024 than they did before 
the pandemic, while visitor 
spending also continued to grow 
strongly,” the Madrid-based body 
said in a statement. The number 
of international tourist arrivals 
last year was 11 percent higher 
than the number recorded in 
2023, reaching the level seen in
2019, the year before the pan­
demic paralyzed travel.

TANZANIA

New Marburg virus 
outbreak confirmed
Tanzania’s President Sarnia Sulu- 
hu Hassan confirmed on Monday 
that there was a new outbreak of 
the deadly Marburg virus, in the 
East African country. One “con­
firmed case of the Marburg virus 
marks the second outbreak” in 
Tanzania since 2023, the presi­
dent told a news briefing. Last 
week, the World Health Organi­
zation said that a suspected Mar­
burg outbreak in Tanzania had 
killed eight people, assessing the 
risk at the national level as “high”. 
That report has not been con­
firmed by Tanzania.

Taking the subway for a family outing is 

a ticket to happiness.
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Envoy reaffirms Beijing’s support to
Kabul as nations mark 70 years of ties
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Israeli attacks continue despite truce
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Kim Nam-ju, legal expert
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AGENCIES VIA XINHUA

Kenyan capital lights up with Spring Festival mood
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Spectacular Chinese lion dances, 
kung fu by local and Chinese groups, 
and captivating performances of 
traditional Chinese and Kenyan arts 
lit up Nairobi on Sunday, drawing 
hundreds of revelers to celebrate the 
upcoming Spring Festival.

Extending greetings and wishes, 
Chinese Ambassador to Kenya Guo 
Haiyan said at the event that Spring 
Festival has become a symbol of Chi­
nese culture that is accepted, recog­
nized and appreciated by the world. 

“China actively implements the 
Global Civilization Initiative and 
advocates for exchanges, mutual 
learning, inheritance and develop­
ment among different civilizations,” 
she said. “Today’s Nairobi Chinese

Yoon has also been refusing to 
submit to separate questioning by 
the Corruption Investigation 
Office, the body in charge of the 
criminal probe into his martial law 
declaration.

It said it had attempted to com­
pel him to attend but because of 
the “suspect’s continued refusal to 
cooperate” they abandoned the 
efforts.

On Saturday, Yoon attended a 
hearing at the Seoul Western Dis­
trict Court on whether to extend his 
detention. When it was extended, 
hundreds of pro-Yoon protesters 
attacked the court building and 
scuffled with police officers. Dozens 
were arrested.

New Year Gala is a vivid practice of 
this initiative. Spring Festival con­
tains the cultural genes and emo­
tions that have been transmitted 
within the Chinese nation over 
thousands of years.”

Marking the start of Chinese New 
Year, Spring Festival is the most 
important traditional celebration in 
China. This year, it falls on Jan 29. It 
was listed as a United Nations float­
ing holiday in December 2023, and 
was inscribed on UNESCO’s Repre­
sentative List of the Intangible Cul­
tural Heritage of Humanity last year. 

Ummi Bashir, Kenya’s principal 
secretary for culture, the arts and 
heritage, said culture and tourism 
are gaining their rightful place in 
bilateral cooperation between Kenya 
and China and will contribute to the 
growth of bilateral relations.

“Cultural cooperation is a vital 
tool of people-to-people contact, 
which constitutes one of the pillars 
of our strategic partnership, serving 
both as a bridge and a foundation 
for fostering mutual understanding 
and friendship, trust and respect,” 
she said.

“Kenya remains committed to 
strengthening cultural cooperation 
and people-to-people contact, and 
seeking new opportunities to 
enhance friendship.

Kenya and China will contribute 
to advancing the Global Civilization 
Initiative, which promotes respect 
for the diversity of civilizations, com­
mon values of humanity, importance 
of inheritance and innovation of civi­
lizations, as well as robust interna­
tional people-to-people exchanges 
and cooperation.”
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Impeached leader defends martial law­
decree as prosecution decries remarks

‘Riling public opinion’
The impeached president’s deci­

sion to start showing up at the 
Constitutional Court hearing is 
more about inflaming his die-hard 
supporters than helping the judi­
cial process along, legal expert 
Kim Nam-ju said.

“Whether it’s the legal repre­
sentative speaking or Yoon himself 
speaking, it’s nearly the same — it’s 
more about riling public opinion,” 
Kim told AFP.

But whatever Yoon’s motives, 
“from the perspective of the Consti­
tutional Court judges, hearing 
directly from the defendant is far 
more significant”, he said.

Kim added that Yoon’s refusal to 
engage in the criminal investiga­
tion into his martial law declaration 
will not work in his favor overall, 
even if he continues showing up at 
the Constitutional Court.

“Refusing to comply with the 
warrant execution and declining 
to testify will gradually be consid­
ered as factors unfavorable to his 
case in the impeachment trial,” 
said Kim.

“It shows they are not adhering 
to the legal framework.”

Yoon lias claimed the criminal 
probe is illegal and resisted arrest for 
weeks, vowing to “fight to the end”

Further, Israeli officials’ warnings 
against Palestinian families cele­
brating the release of detained 
loved ones have coincided with calls 
by settlers to gather and stage 
attacks near locations where 
detainees are returning home.

According to the UN human 
rights office, settler attacks fol­
lowed on Sunday in towns, includ­
ing Sinjil, Turmus Ayya and 
Qalqilya, where scores of settlers 
torched Palestinian houses and 
vehicles, blocked roads and hurled 
stones. Six Palestinians were 
injured in Sinjil, including three 
children aged 14 to 16.

Palestinian security forces also 
detained several Palestinians, 
including journalists covering the 
release of Palestinian detainees.

The UN human rights office in 
Palestine said that while the cease­
fire takes hold in Gaza, it is impor­
tant to “stress again that 
international law binds duty-bear­
ers in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory”

“Israel has an obligation as the 
occupying power to ensure the pro­
tection of Palestinians from all acts 
of violence,” it said.

■ . .7"

Giant panda Yilan explores a 
welcome gift at the Adelaide Zoo 
during her debut on Tuesday in 
Adelaide. Australia. Xingqiu, 
another giant panda, also made 
his debut at the ceremony. The 
pair are the only giant pandas in 
the Southern Hemisphere. 
GU SHIHONG / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

cease-fire and hostage-prisoner 
swap agreement with Palestinian 
militant group Hamas.

However, recent attacks in the 
West Bank have raised doubts over 
efforts to stem the conflict and 
whether the truce will hold.

Ayman Yousef, a professor of 
international relations at the Arab 
American University in Jenin, West 
Bank, told China Daily that there 
are “many factors that led to this 
cycle, or round of confrontations”, 
and one of them is the current 
cease-fire.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu is trying to compensate 
for his deal with Hamas by “provid­
ing more spaces for settlers” in the 
West Bank amid Donald Trump’s 
return to the White House, he said, 
noting the new US president is 
“extremely supportive of Israel and 
its policies in the West Bank”.

Yousef believes the Palestinians 
are entering “the phase of a new 
wave of violence by the settlers” 
and a new wave of confrontation. 
The Israeli army, meanwhile, “is 
threatening the Palestinians day 
and night” he said, especially refu­
gees in the northern West Bank. 

“I’m very much pessimistic 
about the future of the truce and 
the future political deal with 
Hamas in Gaza,” he said.

“Israel will not stop the war. They 
may stop fighting temporarily but 
again they will go back to fight 
because they feel Gaza is still posing 
a real threat to Israel, and there is a 
good opportunity for the Israeli 
side to settle many political issues 
and political differences with the 
Palestinians through this war.”

SEOUL — South Korea’s 
impeached President Yoon Suk-yeol 
appealed at the Constitutional 
Court for the first time on Tuesday, 
and vowed to cooperate with the 
judges who will decide whether to 
remove him from office.

The country was plunged into 
political chaos by Yoon’s Dec 3 mar­
tial law declaration, which lasted 
just six hours before lawmakers 
voted it down.

They later impeached him, 
stripping him of his duties. He 
also became the first sitting South 
Korean president to be arrested in 
a criminal probe on insurrection 
grounds.

Thousands of protesters — 
both for and against Yoon — 
flocked to the Constitutional 
Court, which is holding hearings 
to decide whether to uphold his 
impeachment.

“I will respond to any questions 
or provide further remarks if neces­
sary’Yoon told the judge.

Yoon was asked during the hear­
ing whether he had instructed top 
military commanders to “drag out” 
lawmakers from parliament to 
prevent them from voting down 
his martial law decree. 

“No,” he told the judge.
Court spokesperson Cheon Jae- 

hyun told reporters that Yoon’s 
legal team has requested to call 
“at least 24 individuals” as wit­
nesses, including election-related 
officials.

Yoon, who remains head of state, 
is being held in a detention center 
pending a criminal probe on char­
ges of insurrection.

Shortly after the hearing, the 
Corruption Investigation Office 
probing the martial law declaration 
said it had sent six investigators 
and a prosecutor to the detention 
center to question Yoon, who has 
been refusing to submit to their 
questioning.

However, the van escorting Yoon 
was seen traveling to a hospital in 
Seoul, instead of the detention 
center.

The Justice Ministry said Yoon 
went for “a medical treatment” 
based on results of a medical exam 
the previous day.

If the court rules against Yoon, he 
will lose the presidency and elec­
tions will be called within 60 days. 

The prosecution lawyers, who 
were selected by the parliament, 
slammed the comments made by 
Yoon and his lawyers as ‘largely 
contradictoiy, irrational and 
unclear, making them entirely 
incomprehensible’!

“If they continue to evade 
responsibility as they did today, it 
will only work against them in the 
impeachment trial and cause even 
greater disappointment among 
the public,” they added.

Yoon stayed away from the first 
two hearings last week, but the trial, 
which could last months, will con­
tinue even if he is absent

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol attends the third formal 
hearing of his impeachment trial at the Constitutional Court in 
Seoul on Tuesday, woo-hae cho via xinhua

Cross-border collaboration in 
scholarship and idea generation 
should remain unabated despite 
efforts to decouple supply chains, said 
an education expert on Ihesday at the 
World Economic Forum’s annual 
meeting in Davos, Switzerland. 

“Now there is a growing focus in 
the United States on managing 
scholarly collaborations between US 
and Chinese universities and schol­
ars. However, it is important that the 
decoupling of manufacturing supply 
chains does not extend to the decou­
pling of educational supply chains,” 
John Quelch, executive vice-chancel­
lor of Duke Kunshan University in 
Jiangsu province, told China Daily. 

“In other words, cross-border 
exchanges, people-to-people 
exchanges, and scholarship should 
be, as always has been, international 
in scope,” he said. Quelch’s university 
is itself a joint project between Duke 
University in the US and China’s 
Wuhan University.

Having served as dean of three 
leading business schools and as a pro­

fessor at Harvard 
Business School for 
more than 30 years, 
Quelch pointed out 
that scholars always 
want to collaborate, 
and will collaborate. 

“Putting a brake 
on the free flow of 
people-to-people 
exchanges or the 
free flow of ideas is 

not healthy for global prosperity, 
which will benefit from rapid and effi­
cient collaboration across national 
boundaries,” he said, adding that this 
year’s World Economic Forum meet­
ing is themed around collaboration. 

Despite challenges, Quelch 
expressed optimism about educa­
tional, cultural and people-to-people 
exchanges between China and the 
US, stating that even “if a commercial 
rivalry results in tougher tariffs and 
more decoupling in economic terms, 
educational and cultural exchanges 
will continue and people will value 
them even more’!
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Imposing ‘price tag’
Israeli human rights group 

B’Tselem shared on X that a 
15-year-old boy was shot and killed 
by Israeli soldiers in Sebastia, West 
Bank. The post, accompanied by a 
video, accused settlers of imposing 
a “price tag” for the release of Pales­
tinian prisoners.

Israel has released 90 Palestini­
an prisoners in exchange for three 
hostages as part of a multiphase

Refusing to comply 
with the warrant 
execution and 
declining to testify 
will gradually be 
considered as factors 
unfavorable to his 
case in the impeach­
ment trial. It shows 
they are not adhering 
to the legal frame­
work.”

-
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The colorful event, designed to 
offer attendees a glimpse into the 
rich traditions of Spring Festival, 
surpassed expectations, said Sylvia 
Achieng, a Nairobi resident who 
attended the gala.

Achieng was particularly capti­
vated by the Chinese food on dis­
play, highlighting surprising 
similarities between Chinese and 
Kenyan cuisine. She compared the 
Chinese beef skewers to Kenya’s 
mshikaki, and said the dumplings 
reminded her of local samosas. 

“I also had the opportunity to 
taste Chinese dishes I have never 
heard of, and I think I’ll be visiting 
Chinese restaurants more often,” 
Achieng said. “The chefs have taught 
me how to use chopsticks and I have 
to make sure I practice by trying 
more Chinese cuisine.”

As a fragile cease-fire holds in 
Gaza, violence and raids by Israeli 
forces in the occupied West Bank 
are intensifying, drawing warnings 
from the United Nations.

Any move to annex the West 
Bank would constitute “a most seri­
ous violation of international law”, 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said at a Security Council 
meeting on Monday, emphasizing 
that some senior Israeli officials 
have openly discussed annexation 
plans.

Guterres expressed deep con­
cern over “an existential threat to 
the integrity and contiguity of the 
occupied Palestinian territory of 
Gaza and the West Bank”.

“It is clear that greater stability in 
the Middle East requires irreversi­
ble action toward a two-state solu­
tion between Israelis and 
Palestinians,” he said.

In a statement, the Office of the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights in Palestine said it 
was alarmed by “a wave of renewed 
violence perpetrated by settlers 
and Israeli security forces” in the 
West Bank, which coincides with 
the implementation of the Gaza 
cease-fire agreement and the 
release of hostages and detainees. 

“This has been accompanied by 
increased restrictions on Palestini­
ans’ freedom of movement across 
the West Bank, including complete 
closure of some checkpoints and 
installation of new gates, effectively 
confining entire communities,” the 
statement said.

Palestinian children rush to get out of the way of a moving aid truck in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, on 
Monday, following a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas, mohammed salem / Reuters

Expert calls 
for stronger 
educational

Mutual learning
Quelch said Duke Kunshan Univer­

sity is a good example of mutual learn­
ing and cultural exchange, not only 
between China and the US but also 
between China and the world, with 
two-thirds of its non-Chinese stu­
dents hailing from 70 countries, half 
of which are from the Global South.

He said he greatly appreciates 
China’s initiative to invite 50,000 US 
youths for exchange and study pro­
grams over five years from 2024.

His university organized a 10-day 
Chinese immersion program last 
year for 70 US undergraduate stu­
dents in cooperation with Jiangsu 
province’s education department.

“We are trying to do the best that 
we can to bring more American stu­
dents to China, but also non-Ameri- 
cans,” Quelch said, adding that 
China’s economic success and the Belt 
and Road Initiative have attracted 
many students from developing 
countries to study at his university.

“Thue breakthroughs are often 
made at the intersections of multiple 
disciplines and intercultural 
exchanges,” he said.

■ Adelaide A
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Trump leaves Paris
climate treaty again
Experts say US move will undermine global green efforts
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Nearly all charged with Jan 6 Capitol riot pardoned
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doning his assailants only com­
pounds his fears, he said.

Thump had suggested in the 
weeks leading up to his return to the 
White House that instead of blanket 
pardons, he would look at the Jan 6 
defendants on a case-by-case basis.

whelmed law enforcement, shat­
tered windows and sent lawmakers 
and aides running into hiding.

Thump also ordered the attorney 
general to seek the dismissal of 
roughly 450 cases that are still pend­
ing before judges stemming from 
the largest investigation in the Jus­
tice Department’s history.

cased effective cooperation. The EU 
has to continue and expand its leader­
ship role, while China also has to play 
a bigger role. This involves both col­
laborative efforts between China and 
the EU and strengthened cooperation 
between China and the Global South 
to tackle climate change and promote 
green transitions,” said Ma.

China will stay committed to 
actively responding to climate 
change, Foreign Ministry spokes­
man Guo Jiakun said on Tuesday. 
Guo made the remarks at a regular 
news conference after US President 
Donald Trump signed an executive 
order directing the US to again with­
draw from the Paris deal.

“Climate change is a common 
challenge for all humanity, and no 
country will be able to stay unaffect­
ed,” Guo said, adding that China will 
work with all parties to address the 
challenge and promote green and 
low-carbon transition.

for the Jan 6 defendants. Ttump sup­
porters gathered late on Monday in 
the cold outside the Washington jail, 
where more than a dozen defendants 
were being held before the pardons. 

“We are deeply thankful for Presi­
dent Trump for his actions today” 
said James Lee Bright, an attorney 
who represented Oath Keepers 
founder’ Stewart Rhodes, who was 
serving an 18-year prison sentence 
after being contacted of seditious 
conspiracy and other crimes.

It’s unclear how quickly the defend­
ants may be released from prison. An 
attorney for Enrique Tarrio, the 
former Proud Boys national chair­
man who was sentenced to 22years in 
prison for seditious conspiracy, said 
he expected them to be released from 
prison on Monday night

Democrats slammed the move to 
extend the pardons to violent rioters, 
many of whose crimes were captured 

Withdrawal from WHO
On Monday, Trump also signed an 

executive order that will see the US 
withdrawing from the World Health 
Organization. The text of the execu­
tive order, released by the White 
House, indicates that this is Thump’s 
second attempt to leave the WHO, 
following his unsuccessful first 
attempt in 2020 after losing the 
presidential election to Joe Biden.

According to the executive order, 
Trump’s decision is again based on 
his assertions that the WHO failed 
“to adopt urgently needed reforms” 
and “continues to demand unfairly 
onerous payments from the United 
States, far out of proportion with 
other countries’ assessed payments.” 

Guo said China will continue to 
support the World Health Organiza­
tion in performing its duties after 
Trump announced that the US will 
again withdraw from the WHO. The 
role of the WHO should be strength­
ened, instead of weakened, he said.

WASHINGTON - US President 
Donald Trump on Monday pardoned 
or commuted the prison sentences of 
nearly all of the 1,500-plus people 
charged with ciimes in the US Capi­
tol riot on Jan 6,2021, including peo­
ple convicted of seditious conspiracy 
and assaulting police officers.

Thump’s action, just hours after his 
return to the White House, paves die 
way for the release from prison of 
dozens of people found guilty of vio­
lent attacks on police, as well as lead­
ers of extremist groups convicted of 
failed plots to keep the Republican in 
power after he lost die 2020 election 
to former president Joe Biden.

The pardons are a culmination of 
Trump’s yearslong campaign to 
rewrite the Jan 6 attack that left 
more than 100 police officers 
injured as die angry mob of Ttump 
supporters — some armed with 
poles, bats and bear spray — over­

on camera and broadcast on live TV. 
Former House Speaker Nancy Mosi 
called it “an outrageous insult to our 
justice system and the heroes who 
suffered physical scars and emotional 
trauma as they protected the Capitol, 
the Congress and die Constitution” 

“Donald Trump is ushering in a 
Golden Age for people tiiat break 
the law and attempt to overthrow 
the government,” Senate Democrat­
ic Leader Chuck Schumer said in an 
emailed statement.

Michael Fanone, a former police 
officer who lost consciousness and 
suffered a heart attack after a rioter 
shocked him with a stun gun, 
appeared stunned to learn from an 
Associated Press reporter that those 
who assaulted police officers are 
among the pardon recipients.

Fanone said he has spent the past 
four years worried about his safety 
and the well-being of his family. Par-

comes at a critical moment when 
global climate efforts are already 
slowing and conditions are less favor­
able. “This sudden policy shift will 
likely worsen the challenges to global 
climate progress in the coming years.” 

Besides pulling out of the Paris 
Agreement, Trump also issued 
orders to revoke previous support for 
electric vehicles and introduced a 
comprehensive plan to boost oil and 
gas production, including declaring 
a national energy emergency to expe­
dite permitting and rolling back 
environmental regulations.

Ma argued that these moves are not 
forward-looking. “Trump’s plan aims 
to lower current oil prices and sup­
port traditional industries. However, 
the global trend is toward a green and 
low-carbon future. Unlike eight years 
ago, people now can see the opportu­
nities in green transitions, which have 
already spurred economic growth in 
many' regions,” he said.

Li echoed Ma’s opinion, saying 
that as the costs of key decarboniza­
tion technologies drop, investing in 
these sectors benefits a country’s 
economy, while backtracking on cli­
mate change efforts harms a 
nation’s international reputation 
and economic opportunities.

Despite the withdrawal, United 
Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres remains confident that US 
cities, states, and businesses “will 
continue to demonstrate vision and 
leadership by working for the low- 
carbon, resilient economic growth 
that will create quality jobs,” said 
associate UN spokeswoman Floren- 
cia Soto Nino in a written statement. 

“If the US withdraws at the feder­
al level, climate cooperation at the 
local level becomes particularly cru­
cial. This was evident the last time 
the US exited the Paris Agreement, 
and it remains time now,” said Ma. 

When considering how to advance 
global climate governance in the 
absence of US participation, experts 
agree that China and the European 
Union will need to step up. 

“At COP29, China and the EU show­

US President Donald Trump on 

Monday issued a flurry of execu­

tive orders and directives as he 
sought to put his stamp on his 

new administration on matters 
ranging from energy to criminal 
pardons and keeping TikTok open 

in the US.
Here's a look at some of 

Trump's initial actions and upcom­

ing plans:

• Government efficiency 
Trump signed an executive

action to create an advisory 
group called the Department of 

Government Efficiency, aimed at 

carrying out dramatic cuts to the 

US government, attracting 
immediate lawsuits challenging 
its operations. The group, 

dubbed "DOGE", is being run by 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk. Biotech 

entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy 

was a co-chair but has left to run 

for elected office, Trump spokes­
woman Anna Kelly said.

• Targeting the ‘deep state' 
The president signed a docu­

ment "ending weaponization" of 

government against political 
opponents. The order directs the 
attorney general to investigate 

the activities of the federal gov­
ernment over the last four years, 
including at the Department of 

Justice, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, and the 

Federal Trade Commission dur­

ing the prior administration.

It said the government will 
"identify and take appropriate 

action to correct past miscon­
duct by the federal government 

related to the weaponization of 

law enforcement and the weap­

onization of the intelligence 
community."

• Renaming
Trump signed an executive 

order to rename the Gulf of 

Mexico the "Gulf of America" 
hours after taking the oath of 

office.

Trump claimed that the water 

body "has long been an integral 
asset to our once burgeoning 

nation and has remained an indel­
ible part of America".

Mexican President Claudia 
Sheinbaum said at a news con­

ference on Jan 8: "Obviously, 
the Gulf of Mexico is recognized 
by the United Nations... but why 

don't we call this 'Mexican 
America'?"

Trump also called for North 

America's tallest peak - Denali in 

Alaska - to be renamed Mount 
McKinley, reviving an idea he'd 

floated years ago and drawing a 
rebuke from Alaska's Republican 

senior senator.
• Undoing Biden moves
At a rally at a sports arena, 

Trump revoked 78 executive 

actions of the previous adminis­

tration.
“I'll revoke nearly 80 destruc­

tive and radical executive actions 
of the previous administration," 
the US president said.

Trump also said he would sign 

an order directing every agency 
to preserve all records pertaining 

to "political persecutions" under 
the Joe Biden administration.

• Death penalty

Trump signed a sweeping exe­

cution order on the death penalty 
that directs the attorney general 

to “take all necessary and lawful 
action" to ensure that states have 
enough lethal injection drugs to 

carry out executions.

court filing on Monday that 
Trump’s decision to end the CBP 
One program removed the only 
avenue to asylum at the US-Mexi- 
co border, an opening salvo by the 
civil rights group to fight Trump’s 
agenda in court

People in the US have grown less 
welcoming toward immigrants 
without legal status since Thump’s 
first presidency, but remain wary 
of harsh measures such as deten­
tion camps, a Reuters/Ipsos poll in 
December found.

In several Mexican border cities, 
migrants saw their appointments 
on Biden’s CBP One app canceled 
just after Thump took office. Some 
280,000 people had been logging 
into the app daily to secure an 
appointment as of Jan 7

And Vice-President JD Vance had 
said just days ago that people 
responsible for the violence during 
the Capitol riot “obviously” should 
not be pardoned.

WASHINGTON/PIEDRAS 
NEGRAS, Mexico - US President 
Donald Trump on Monday kicked 
off his sweeping immigration 
crackdown, tasking the US mili­
tary with aiding border security, 
issuing a broad ban on asylum and 
taking steps to restrict citizenship 
for children born on US soil.

Declaring illegal immigration a 
national emergency, Trump 
ordered the Pentagon to provide 
support for border wall construc­
tion, detention space, and migrant 
transportation, and empowered 
the Secretary of Defense to send 
troops to the border as needed.

Thump called for his administra­
tion to reinstate his “Remain in Mex­
ico” program, which forced non­
Mexican migrants to wait in Mexico 
for the resolution of their US cases.

Shortly after the inauguration, 
US border authorities said they 
had shut down outgoing president 
Joe Biden’s CBP One entry pro­
gram, which had allowed hun­
dreds of thousands of migrants to 
enter the US legally by scheduling 
an appointment on an app. Exist­
ing appointments were canceled, 
leaving migrants stunned and 
unsure of what to do.

Thump, a Republican, recap­
tured the White House after prom­
ising to intensify border security 
and deport record numbers of 
migrants. He criticized Biden for 
high levels of illegal immigration 
during the latter’s presidency, but 
as Biden toughened his policies 
last year and Mexico stepped up 
enforcement, the number of 
migrants caught crossing illegally 
fell dramatically.

Republicans say large-scale 
deportations are necessary after 
millions of immigrants crossed 
illegally during Biden’s presidency. 
There were roughly 11 million 
immigrants in the US living ille­
gally or with temporary status at 
the start of 2022, according to a US 
government estimate, a figure that 
some analysts now place at 13 mil­
lion to 14 million.

“As commander-in-chief, I have 
no higher responsibility than to 
defend our country from threats 
and invasions, and that is exactly 
what lam going to do,” Trump said 
in his inaugural address.

Trump’s critics and immigrant 
advocates say mass deportations 
could disrupt businesses, split 
families and cost US taxpayers bil­
lions of dollars.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union, or ACLU, said in a federal

r i

US President Donald Trump signs an executive order at Capital One Arena in Washington on 
Monday, lirui/ xinhua

A White House Justice Department liaison officer announces that 
two Jan 6 rioters have been released, outside the Central Detention 
Facility in Washington on Monday, roberto schmidt / afp

Margelis Tinoco, a migrant from Colombia, reacts after receiving 
news that her CBP One appointment was canceled, on the 
Inauguration Day of Donald Trump’s second presidential term, at 
the Paso del Norte International Bridge in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, 
on Monday, jose luis gonzalez / Reuters
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‘Process of reconciliation’
Casting the rioters as “patriots” and 

“hostages” Trump has claimed they 
were unfairly treated by the Justice 
Department that also charged him 
with federal crimes in two cases he 
contends were politically motivated. 
Thump said the pardons will end “a 
grave national injustice that has been 
perpetrated upon the American peo­
ple over the last four years” and begin 
“a process of national reconciliation”

The pardons were met with elation 
from Thump supporters and lawyers 

■ I

Migrants alarmed
Migrants waiting in Ciudad Jua­

rez scrambled to find short-term 
rentals, buy bus tickets and call 
family members back home.

Denia Mendez, a Honduran sit­
ting in the courtyard of a migrant 
shelter in Piedras Negras, across 
from Eagle Pass, Texas, opened her 
email inbox 30 minutes after 
Trump became president. She 
stared at an email for several min­
utes, reading it over and over, 
before her eyes welled up.

“They canceled my appointment,” 
she said.

In his order focused on so-called 
“birthright citizenship”, Trump 
called on US agencies to refuse to 
recognize the citizenship of 
US-bom children unless at least 
one parent is a US citizen or a per­
manent resident.

His order prompted the swift fil­
ing of a lawsuit in federal court in 
New Hampshire by the ACLU and 
other groups, who argued that 
Thump’s order violated the right 
for anyone born in the US to be 
considered a citizen enshrined in 
the Citizenship Clause of the US 
Constitution’s 14 th Amendment. 

“Denying citizenship to US-born 
children is not only unconstitu­
tional — it’s also a reckless and 
ruthless repudiation of American 
values,” Anthony Romero, the 
ACLU’s executive director, said in a 
statement.

In other orders, Trump suspend­
ed US refugee resettlement for at 
least three months and ordered a 
review of security to see if travelers 
from certain nations should be 
subject to a travel ban.

US President Donald Trump 
announced on Monday that the 
United States will withdraw from the 
Paris Climate Agreement for a sec­
ond time, a move experts warn will 
undermine global climate efforts, 
harm the US’ international reputa­
tion, and result in lost economic 
opportunities for the country.

Trump signed an executive order 
late Monday to pull the US out of the 
Paris climate accords. The order stat­
ed, ‘Tt is the policy of my administra­
tion to put the interests of the United 
States and the American people 
first.” The formal exit will occur in 
one year, as per the accord’s rules.

This announcement, anticipated 
since Thump’s election, significantly 
threatens the Paris Agreement’s goal 
to limit global temperature rise to 1.5 
degrees Celsius, especially since last 
year was the hottest on record.

Ma Jun, director of the Beijing­
based Institute of Public and Envi­
ronmental Affairs, said, “As the 
world’s largest economy and top his­
torical emitter, the US has a major 
responsibility in tackling global cli­
mate change. By exiting the Paris 
Agreement again, it shirks these 
duties. This is unfair to developing 
countries that have contributed lit­
tle to emissions but are heavily 
impacted by climate change.”

In June 2017, then-President 
Thump announced that the US would 
leave the Paris Agreement. The with­
drawal became official on Nov 4, 
2020, drawing widespread criticism. 

Liu Yuanling, an assistant 
researcher at the Institute of Ameri­
can Studies at the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences, criticized Trump’s 
decision as driven by nationalism 
and anti-science views. “It dealt a 
major blow to global climate gov­
ernance and ambition,” she added.

Li Shuo, director of the China Cli­
mate Hub at the Asia Society Policy 
Institute, noted that compared to the 
first withdrawal, this time the US’ exit
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All about Gen Z

Youth drive change
at Movers Camp
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Chen Haojun, 22, a student at 
Fudan University

Yang Peijie, 23, a student at 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University

considering the challenges faced by
other countries,” Chen said.

By GUO JIATONG
guojiatmg@i21st.cn

Generation Beta’s life will be significantly 
shaped by the widespread use of artificial 
intelligence, vcg

tions and Public Affairs at Fudan Uni­
versity in Shanghai, who has been 
raised with a strong sense of environ­
mental responsibility, emphasized 
the importance of justice in address­
ing climate change.

“Certain problems, such as green­
house gas emissions, were caused by 
more than one country, which is why 
effective climate governance cannot 
be achieved by any single nation 
alone,” he said. “It requires the full 
cooperation of all countries.”

He also highlighted China’s efforts 
in promoting green development, cit­
ing its goal of peaking carbon emis­
sions before 2030 and reaching 
carbon neutrality before 2060, which 
demonstrates China’s commitment to 
climate action.

“To achieve the global climate goal, 
we must maintain an international 
perspective. This means focusing on 
domestic development while also

Imagine a world where poverty is a 
distant memory, women enjoy equal 
rights in the workforce, and clean 
energy is accessible to all — these are 
the ideals of the United Nations Sus­
tainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

From Jan 18 to 19, the 2025 Movers 
Co-Creation Camp was held at Shang­
hai Jiao Tong University (SJTU), 
co-organized by the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), with 
the goal of engaging more young peo­
ple with the SDGs.

During the two-day camp, 30 uni­
versity' students gathered to exchange 
ideas for a better, more equitable 
future.

Divided into six groups, the stu­
dents worked with UNDP experts to 
explore the impact of the SDGs on 
their daily lives, climate action, and 
entrepreneurship.

Yang Peijie, a 23-year-old graduate 
in transportation engineering from 
SJTU, gained a deeper understanding 
of the fifth SDG — gender equality — 
through in-depth discussions with his 
group mates and instructors during 
die workshop.

He shared that women face income 
disparities, promotion barriers, and 
unequal career opportunities across 
various sectors. “I’ve learned from our 
discussions that these issues are not 
limited to low-income countries, but 
also persist in some developed 
nations,” he said.

According to Yang, promoting gen­
der equality requires changes in both 
institutional frameworks and societal 
attitudes, with even small steps mak­
ing a meaningful difference.

“In recent years, China has wit­
nessed significant shifts in gender 
attitudes,” he added. “As a ‘mover’, I 
will continue to work on breaking 
down gender role stereotypes, pro­
moting equal employment opportu­
nities, and helping to mainstream the 
concept of equality in China.”

Climate change is also a critical 
global issue. It is the 13th SDG and 
was a key topic during the workshop 
at the camp.

Chen Haojun, a 22-year-old student 
at the School of International Rela-
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Enduring empresses
If we were to highlight TV dramas that have left a 

lasting impact on young Chinese audiences, 
Empresses in the Palace (2011) would undoubtedly be 
on the list.

This was evident on Jan 11, when a livestream event 
dedicated to the drama on the Chinese video platform 
Youku quickly garnered over 6 million views.

The drama tells the story of Zhen Huan, a young 
woman who enters the Forbidden City as an imperial 
concubine to Emperor Yongzheng of the Qing Dynas­
ty (1644-1911). Throughout the series, she transforms 
from an innocent, sheltered girl into a shrewd and 
determined empress dowager, navigating the danger­
ous intrigues of the palace.

Fourteen years after its release, the drama contin­
ues to resonate with viewers in China. Many fans 
have created their own interpretations and remixes 
of iconic scenes, reflecting their own experiences in 
real life.

This has sparked a wave of memes, popular phras­
es, and fresh takes on the characters, now collectively 
referred to as “Zhen Xue” (the study of Empresses in 
the Palace) among Chinese internet users. 

During the livestreamed event, the director and 
main cast of the show reunited for the first time in 
over a decade. Through performances and inter­
views, they shared behind-the-scenes stories, rekin­
dling the connection between the characters and 
their devoted fans.

“It’s not enough to simply create something beauti­
ful, because ‘beauty’ and ‘attractiveness’ change with 
time,” said director Zheng Xiaolong at the ceremony. 
“What endures is the complexity of human nature, 
which will always captivate audiences.”

Meet Generation Beta
In 2025, a new generation will arrive — Generation 

Beta, which will include children born from early 
2025 to the end of 2039, following Generation Alpha 
(born from 2010 to 2024).

Both Generation Beta and Generation Alpha were 
named by the Australian research firm McCrindle. 
Their research predicts that by 2035, Generation Beta 
will represent 16 percent of the global population, 
with many expected to live well into the 22nd century. 

This generation will be significantly shaped by the 
widespread use of artificial intelligence and digital 
technologies.

For example, the research notes that Generation 
Beta will be the first to experience technologies like 
autonomous transportation, wearable healthcare 
devices, and immersive virtual environments as part 
of everyday life.

However, they will also face major global challen­
ges, such as climate change, population shifts, and 
rapid urbanization.

“This will result in Generation Beta being more 
globally minded, community-focused, and collabora­
tive than ever before,” the report said. “Their 
upbringing will emphasize the importance of innova­
tion not just for convenience, but for solving the 
pressing challenges of their time.”

The lives of imperial concubines are the
inspiration for many TV shows in China, vcg

Students present their ideas at the 2025 Movers 
Co-Creation Camp held at Shanghai Jiao Tong University
from Jan 18 to 19. ye chen / for china daily
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Building connections
During the event, the young partici­

pants not only gained a deeper under­
standing of the SDGs but also 
explored the power of communica­
tion.

Nazikai Zhumabieke, a 20-year-old 
Kazak student from the Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region studying 
at SJTU, shared her experience.

“Unlike workshops I’ve attended 
before, where participants sat in rows 
while experts commented on academ­
ic articles, the Movers Co-Creation 
Camp brought us together around a 
table, allowing everyone to speak,” 
she said.

Zhumabieke, an administrative 
management major, believes this 
camp provides an excellent platform 
for cross-discipline and cross-profes­

sional collaboration, unlocking more 
possibilities for solutions.

“During the entrepreneurship-fo­
cused workshop, for example, as we 
worked on optimizing our sales plan, 
I contributed my ideas from an 
administrative perspective, while oth­
er group members brought insights 
from their economics background. It 
made me realize that no discipline 
operates in isolation — there are 
many intersections,” Zhumabieke 
explained.

Chu Yunyi, a 22-year-old student at 
SJTU Paris Elite Institute of Technolo­
gy and president of the department’s 
student union, is known for his excel­
lent communication skills. Still, he 
learned something new at the camp: 
the importance of accepting differen­
ces in global governance.

“Effective communication in coop­
eration should involve acknowledg­
ing our differences first It’s not just 
about delivering our own messages 
unilaterally but also about under­
standing others’ perspectives,” he 
said.

Yang agreed, emphasizing that 
communication is essential forbridg­
ing gaps in international contexts.

“Leadership is not about authority. 
It’s about the ability to empower oth­
ers to participate in collaboration and 
harmonize differences to develop 
practical and actionable solutions to 
problems,” he said.

Zhang Xunyin, a 23-year-old stu­
dent majoring in international orga­
nizations and international exchange 
at Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, 
was inspired by the program’s mis­
sion to ensure that no one is left 
behind.

She explained that while globaliza­
tion and technological advancements 
have brought prosperity and 
progress, developing countries — 
especially low- and middle-income 
nations — still face challenges such as 
resource scarcity and technological 
delays.

This is why Chen wants to encour­
age more young people to join the 
camp and take action for a brighter 
future for all.

“We are global citizens; we should 
act like one and take pride in it,” he 
said.

V2
If- ?

Certain problems, 
such as greenhouse 
gas emissions, were 
caused by more than 
one country, which is 
why effective climate 
governance cannot be 
achieved by any single 
nation alone.”

14

6
Leadership is not 
about authority. It’s 
about the ability to 
empower others to 
participate in 
collaboration and 
harmonize differences 
to develop practical 
and actionable 
solutions to problems.”

Event brought together young participants to explore sustainable 
(development goals, empowering them to act toward 

a more equitable future.
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By MENG WEN JEE 
and LIU KUN in Wuhan

accommodate all the interested 
students.

“While traditional psychology 
focuses on addressing mental 
health issues, positive psycholo­
gy aims to help people achieve 
happiness,” Yu explained.

The Psychology of Love 
remains the most popular sec­
tion of the course.

In these sessions, Yu encour­
ages students to discuss their 
relationship challenges and uses 
psychological principles to help 
them understand the stages of 
intimate relationships — from 
initiation and growth to decline 
— and how to manage emotions 
when a relationship ends. 

“I hope this course helps stu-
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Hou cherished the peaceful 
moments spent in the trees, 
where she could unwind and 
watch ants crawling along the 
branches.

“It’s so refreshing to start my 
day with sunshine and morning 
mist, rather than a stuffy class­
room,” Hou said. “This activity 
helps me connect with myself, 
nature, and the spirit of team­
work.”

She added that the course 
isn’t about climbing as high or as 
fest as possible but about enjoy­
ing the experience.

“This is one of the key differ­
ences between the tree-climbing 
course and traditional physical 
education classes,” explained

\

More than knowledge
Hou Xin, a 21-year-old philos­

ophy student at Xiamen Univer­
sity (XMU) in Fujian province, 
feels that universities are 
increasingly attuned to stu­
dents’ needs. “Universify educa­
tion now focuses on developing 
our overall abilities, such as life 
skills and emotional manage­
ment, not just academic knowl­
edge,” she said.

In her third year, Hou finally 
secured a spot in XMU’s popular 
tree-climbing course during the 
first semester of 2024 — a class 
she had been eager to join since 
her freshman year but had 
always missed out on due to its 
high demand.

Introduced in 2012, the course 
was the first of its kind among 
universities on the Chinese 
mainland.

Every Wednesday morning 
from 8 to 10 during the semester, 
Hou and her classmates gath­
ered in the campus’ mango tree 
grove for class. Students worked 
in pairs, with one climbing 
while the other held the rope to 
ensure safety.
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dents approach life with a more 
positive mindset,” Yu said. 
“Teachers present ideas and 
knowledge in ways that stu­
dents both enjoy and find mean­
ingful — that’s what makes a 
great teaching method.”
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Above: Hou Xin relaxes on a branch during a 
tree-climbing class atXiamen University.
Right: While interning at a hospital, Zhou Yi (front) 
holds a patient's wrist to offer comfort, provided to 
CHINA DAILY

Left: Graduates present flowers to 
Yu Feng (center), a psychology 
professor at Wuhan University. 
Below: Fu Yiqiang teaches cooking 
skills to students at the
Communication University of 
China, Nanjing, provided to china daily
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Universities are increasingly offering innovative courses that focus on practical life skills, 
helping students prepare for the real world beyond academics.

In a university classroom, 
27-year-old teacher Fu Yiqiang, 
dressed in a suit and apron, 
cooked for his students using an 
electric frying pan.

This wasn’t a cooking class 
but an elective course titled 
“Guide to Adult Life” at the 
Communication University of 
China, Nanjing (CUCN), in 
Jiangsu province, which Fu 
began teaching in the second 
semester of 2024.

Fu, a 2018 graduate of CUCN, 
started his career as an e-sports 
commentator. His success in the 
field earned him an invitation to 
return to the university in 2019 
to teach e-sports commentary 
courses.

However, Fu soon noticed a 
challenge many college students 
face outside their academic 
work.

“Throughout our schooling, 
we were always told to focus on 
studying, but few taught us how 
to live,” Fu said. “After gradua­
tion, we’re suddenly expected to 
navigate the real world on our 
own, yet there’s so much we 
don’t know.’’

This realization inspired him 
to create die Guide to Adult Life 
course.

The course covers a wide 
range of real-life situations, 
equipping students with practi­
cal skills for both university life 
and their transition into society. 
Topics include visiting a hospi­
tal, basic cooking, understand­
ing consumer rights, advice on 
renting, labor laws, and resume 
writing.

“This is the most challenging 
course I’ve ever prepared,” Fu 
admitted.

To ensure the lessons were rel­
evant and engaging, Fu 
researched reliable sources and 
even took online courses to 
learn the material himself 
before teaching it to his stu­
dents.

The course quickly became a 
hit. Initially designed for 100 
students, nearly 200 enrolled, 
with many in standing-room 
attendance.

Fu is also a video content crea­
tor who regularly shares his 
experiences as a young universi­
ty teacher.

In September 2024, he began 
to post segments of his course 
on Chinese social media plat­
forms like Bilibili and Douyin, 
where his content resonated 
with many young netizens. 
Today, Fu’s channel has more 
than 5 million followers, mostly 
universify students.

“I believe this course meets 
the real needs of students,” Fu 
said. “University education isn’t 
just about acquiring knowledge; 
it’s about developing critical 
thinking and learning how to 
live a fulfilling life.”

Yu Feng, a psychology profes­
sor at Wuhan University (WHU) 
in Hubei province, shares a simi­
lar perspective.

In 2021, Yu’s lecture on “The 
Psychology of Love” gained 
immense popularity, leading to 
its inclusion in the university’s 
general elective courses.

It later evolved into “Positive 
Psychology’; which covers a 
broader range of topics and has 
become one of the most sought- 
after electives at WHU. Even the 
largest lecture halls struggle to
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Rooting in life
Zhou Yi, a graduate student at 

Harbin Medical University 
(HMU) in Heilongjiang prov­
ince, was given a unique final 
assignment for her “Death Edu­
cation” course: to write her own 
epitaph.

“On campus, we celebrate 
youth, but we rarely address the 
concept of death,” Zhou said. 
“However, it is only by under­
standing death that we can truly 
appreciate life.”

In her epitaph, Zhou wrote: 
“Every individual bom through 
sexual reproduction is unique. 
Since most of the genetic combi­
nations that could have 
occurred never had the chance 
to exist, we are incredibly fortu­
nate to be among the one in a 
million. Our very existence is, 
indeed, a miracle.”

Yin Mei, director of the School 
of Humanities and Social Scien­
ces at HMU, leads the course.

According to her, over the past 
decade, this course has evolved 
from a general education elect­
ive into a comprehensive pro­
gram that includes lectures, 
salons, and book clubs. It 
attracts a diverse group of stu­
dents from the humanities, 
medical fields, and clinical med­
icine.

“Being a doctor is about 
engaging in a dialogue with life,” 
Yin said. This is why she 
designed the course to combine 
philosophical discussions about 
death with practical case studies 
to guide future medical profes­
sionals in their careers.

Zhou took the course during 
her sophomore year, and it con­
tinues to influence both her per­
sonal life and her work as a 
graduate student.

While interning at a hospital, 
she encountered a patient who 
had attempted suicide and was 
taken to the emergency room. 
As the patient waited for moni­
toring, Zhou gently held her 
wrist.

“Even though she might not 
have been fully conscious, she 
could still feel the warmth of my 
hand. This is the ‘warmth of life’ 
I could offer her, shaped by my 
education,” Zhou said.
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Zheng Daxiong, one of the PE 
teachers leading the course. “It’s 
not just about building physical 
strength; it’s also about foster­
ing a deeper connection 
between individuals and 
nature.”

Zheng and his students estab­
lished a tree-climbing associa­
tion at the university. The 
group’s activities extend beyond 
tree-climbing to include public 
service.

For example, after a typhoon 
struck Xiamen in 2016, the asso­
ciation helped prune ancient 
trees that had been damaged 
and were inaccessible to heavy- 
duty aerial vehicles.

Interestingly, none of these 
courses feature traditional, 
quantifiable final assessments. 
Instead, students are encour­
aged to reflect on their learning 
in various ways.

In Fu’s course, for instance, 
students share how they’ve 
applied the course content to 
their lives, with submissions 
ranging from travel guides to 
homemade cake recipes.

$

< A
#1

i V'k



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/10/2025 3:34:15 PM

10 | Wednesday, January 22,2025 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

Z WEEKLY

Reviving dough art with
precision and passion

W]""■W.

►

U4

3
J

p"'

f.

r>; <

7*

A/

Youth shaping the future of elderly care
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Wang Yuyu, 23, a teacher at Yuyao 
Technician College

Contact the writers at
mengwenjie@i21st.cn

“She insisted, saying that to them, 
I’m still like a child and I should 
receive good luck from the elderly,” 
He said.

She has also realized that sinceri­
ty is key when communicating with 
the elderly.

nese New Year, He had to stay at the 
nursing home for work and couldn’t 
go home, marking her first time 
away from her family for the holi­
day. One elderly woman gave her a 
red envelope and a bag of candy, 
despite her polite refusal.

ByGUOJIATONG
guojiatong@i21st.cn

ByMENGWENJIE
and LIU KUN in Wuhan

dough, ironing the structure, carv­
ing the dough, and painting. Each 
step is essential to achieving the 
desired final look of the figurine.

Kneading the dough, the first 
step, requires meticulous attention 
to ensure the raw material is both 
pliable and properly colored. This 
is followed by boiling the frame­
work, which Wang considers the 
most arduous stage of dough mod­
eling. “Ensuring the correct head- 
to-body ratio of die peacocks is a 
significant challenge for me. Once 
the iron has cooled, altering the

1
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In recent years, an increasing 
number of young people have joined 
the elderly care industry, including 
23-year-old He Fuqu, the director of 
a nursing home in Wuhan, the capi­
tal of Central China’s Hubei prov­
ince.

Born in 2001, He graduated from 
Wuhan Social Work Polytechnic 
witii a degree in elderly services. She 
began her career at 19 as an intern 
caregiver and assistant manager.

In March 2023, she joined her cur­
rent company and quickly advanced 
to become the youngest director at 
one of its nursing home branches. 

“Most of the managers at our 
nursing home are quite young, with 
the oldest being under 30,” He said, 
explaining that the institution 
focuses on creating a vibrant and 
elderly-friendly environment.

And it works. He lias observed 
that the young management team 
has brought positive changes to the 
industry. While traditional nursing 
homes, where she previously 
interned, primarily focused on pro­
viding basic care and essential servi-

The most time-consuming part 
is crafting the peacock’s feathers, 
which took Wang almost four days 
to complete — all 86 of them.

Each feather requires about 35 
minutes to make, involving the 
careful rolling of dough into a mold 
and refining it once it has dried. 

“During this process, I felt like a 
worker on an assembly line, repeat­
edly performing the precise task of

Three of Wang Yuyu’s dough modeling creations, with the one in the 
middle being Huakaifugui. provided to china daily

Two peacocks display their daz­
zling feathers above a majestic 
dragon, which is gracefully coiled 
atop a dram. The dram, placed at 
the base of the sculpture, is intri­
cately adorned with carvings of 
peonies and clouds.

This exquisite dough modeling 
artwork, Huakaifugui (Blossoms 
Bring Prosperity), has captivated 
netizens across China with its 
ingenious design and exceptional 
craftsmanship. The piece was cre­
ated by Wang Yuyu, a 23-year-old 
culinary arts teacher at Yuyao Tech­
nician College in Ningbo, Zhejiang 
province.

Wang began honing his sculp­
ting skills at the age of 15, while still 
a student at the same college, spe­
cializing in fruit and vegetable 
carving.

However, he was not content 
with mastering only one skill. To 
expand his expertise, he traveled to 
Hebei province in August 2024 to 
study dough modeling — an intan­
gible cultural heritage craft that 
uses sticky rice flour as its main 
material. By blending the flour 
with pigments, artisans create viv­
id figures, sculpted entirely by 
hand or witii simple tools.

According to Wang, dough mod­
eling shares certain techniques 
with fruit and vegetable carving, a 
connection that initially inspired 
him to explore this ancient art 
form.

However, his journey into dough 
modeling was far from easy, as 
mastering the skill required exten­
sive practice and repetition. 

“I was under immense pressure 
during my studies in Hebei,” Wang 
recalled. “We would wake up at 7 
am and practice until late at night, 
with little time to rest throughout 
tiie day. The training was grueling.” 

Despite the stress, Wang’s perse­
verance paid off.

“When I finished my figurines, I 
felt a profound sense of accom­
plishment and realized that all my 
hard work hadn’t been in vain,” 
Wang said with satisfaction.

To date, Wang lias created four 
notable pieces, among which he is 
most proud of Huakaifugui, a 
work that took him nine days to 
complete.

The crafting process consists of 
four key steps: kneading the
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Care Services and Management” to 
reflect the growing integration of 
technology in the industry.

The new curriculum combines 
theoretical instruction with intern­
ships, giving students a more com­
prehensive understanding of 
industry developments.

He mentioned that Wuhan boasts 
many government-supported smart 
senior care service labs.

“At our nursing home, for exam­
ple, we use a smart sleep monitoring 
device, just like the smartwatches 
that young people wear. It’s placed 
under the bed to track the sleep pat­
terns of elderly residents,” He 
explained.

Working in a nursing home, He 
has faced the realities of aging and 
death at a much younger age than 
most people in their 20s. At first, she 
would tremble when calling for an 
ambulance during emergencies, but 
now, she has learned to stay calm.

“Aging and death are natural 
parts of life. We just need to learn to 
handle them with more accept­
ance,” she said.

rr

He Fuqu (left) takes a senior resident (center) at the nursing home
outdoors for exercise, huang shifeng / for china daily

“I don’t just show them my best 
side,” she explained. “I try to be real 
with them so they can sense my hon­
esty?’

In addition to building relation­
ships with the residents, He offers 
practical suggestions to improve 
the nursing home’s management. 
She revised the nursing care level 
chart to better match the services 
provided.

“This adjustment helps meet the 
residents’ needs more effectively 
and facilitates clearer communica­
tion with their families,” she 
explained.

ces, her current institution goes fur­
ther. The young team not only 
ensures that residents’ basic needs 
are met but also prioritizes their 
mental and emotional well-being. 

“The elderly really enjoy spending 
time with us,” she said. “We actively 
engage witii them to bring joy and 
energy?’

Alongside daily activities like 
singing and crafting. He organizes 
special events such as afternoon 
teas and games for the elderly. For 
example, during this year’s winter 
solstice, she and her colleagues 
made dumplings with the residents, 
a traditional celebration for the 
occasion.

He’s nursing home currently 
cares for 25 elderly residents, most 
of whom cannot live independently. 
This requires extra patience from 
He and her team.

‘These elders may not be good at 
expressing it or may feel shy, but 
they also long for more interaction 
and emotional connection,” she 
said.

He’s lively personality helps her 
easily connect with the residents, 
earning their trust and affection. 

For example, during the last Chi-
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Changing landscape
He also noticed how the elderly 

care industry has evolved over time. 
She recalled that during her col­

lege years, the program mainly 
focused on two years of theoretical 
learning, with internships begin­
ning in the third year.

This often created a gap between 
textbook knowledge and real-world 
application, causing some class­
mates to switch careers and result­
ing in a loss of talent in the field.

Today, the program she studied 
has been updated to “Smart Elderly
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Even though people unfamiliar 
with dough modeling might not 
notice the differences between the 
versions, I can’t allow any 
imperfection in my work.”

Wang Yuyu, a culinary arts teacher from Ningbo, revives the ancient craft of 
dough modeling, showcasing exceptional skill and perseverance.
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sculpting each 
feather. But 
when I see how 
the feathers 
become the fin­
est part of my
work, it’s all 
worth it,” Wang 
said.

This is why he Wang Yuyu 
believes the key 
to mastering dough modeling lies 
in passion.

“Crafting can sometimes be tedi­
ous. Without a genuine love for 
dough modeling, I wouldn’t push 
myself to perfect every figurine,” 
Wang admitted. “That passion 
shows in the details — the pure col­
or of the dough and the intricacy of 
each feather.”

However, passion alone is not 
enough. For Wang, a true crafts­
man must also possess sharp 
observational skills and quick com­
prehension.

Whenever Wang begins a new 
piece, he carefully considers every 
aspect: from selecting which ele­
ments to include in the figurine to 
determining how these elements 
should be arranged, and deciding 
which colors would best convey the 
emotions he wishes to express.

When working on Huakaifugui, 
for example, crafting the peacocks’ 
heads alone required three 
attempts.

“Even though people unfamiliar 
with dough modeling might not 
notice the differences between the 
versions, I can’t allow any imper­
fection in my work,” he said.

For Wang, truly exceptional art­
work has a soul, as craftsmen pour 
their hearts into their work long 
before the actual modeling begins 
— from selecting themes to sketch­
ing designs. “These steps are the 
foundation of a figurine,” Wang 
said. “It’s not just about the physi­
cal creation; it’s about embodying 
the spirit of the creator.”

Looking ahead, Wang plans to 
continue pursuing dough model­
ing and hopes to pass on the spirit 
of craftsmanship to his students 
and a wider audience.

“Although I spend most of my 
time in the workshop and sacrifice 
my leisure time for hobbies, I feel a 
deep sense of fulfillment,” he said. 
“My goal is to offer people a 
glimpse into the traditional Chi­
nese aesthetic, while also reviving 
this intangible cultural heritage.”
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framework becomes almost impos­
sible,” Wang explained. “I’ve had to 
try three times to get the ratio just 
right.”
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Opinion Line

Resolving regional conflicts as a
true force in the pursuit of peace

Climate pact withdrawal breaks trust in US

T

- WU YIXCE, CHINA DAILY

TikTok farce has damaging repercussions

What They Say

EU automakers at odds with tariffs on Chinese EVs

Contact usat:
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he current high-level cooperation between China and Russia is the result of the joint gui­
dance given by Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin, who 
have steered bilateral relations in the right direction with their shared commitment to 
good-neighborliness, comprehensive strategic partnership, and mutually beneficial cooper-

The European Union should 
encourage Chinese automakers to 
open more plants in the bloc as part 
of a deal to drop punitive tariffs on 
imported Chinese electric vehicles, 
the boss of Mercedes-Benz has said 
in a recent interview with the Finan­
cial Times.

Ola Kallenius, who is also presi­
dent of the European Automobile 
Manufacturers’ Association, said Chi­
na had asked European automakers 
to invest domestically to access its 
market decades ago, and the EU 
could adopt that approach as part of 
a solution to the trade dispute. 

“Nobody disagrees about the fact 
that a level playing field is a legiti­
mate discussion. The question is, 
what tool do you use?” Kallenius told 
the FT.

Chinese EV manufacturers have 
been leading the effort to drive down 
the price of EVs through domestic 
and global market competition, as 
well as consistent innovation. As Kal­
lenius’ remarks indicate, although 
German automakers are also strug­
gling to compete against more 
affordable and advanced Chinese-

The more China develops, the 
greater will be its ability to help 
resolve regional and global conflicts 
and contribute to regional and world 
peace and development. After all, 
China has proved to be an active 
mediator in various conflicts. 

This is no tall claim, there are 
countless examples, the most recent 
being the signing of a formal cease­
fire agreement in Kunming, capital 
of Yunnan province, between the 
Myanmar government and Kokang’s 
Myanmar National Democratic Alli­
ance Army, which came into effect on 
Saturday. With China mediating, the 
Myanmar government and MNDAA 
held their seventh round of peace 
talks in mid-January, and both par­
ties expressed gratitude for China’s 
efforts to facilitate the successful out­
come of the talks.

Being a friendly neighbor, China 
firmly opposes conflicts in Myanmar, 
as it knows that this does not serve

The resumption of TikTok’s basic 
functions in the United States, after 
it was temporarily suspended on Sat­
urday, is definitely good news for its
170 million users in the country, 
including the 7 million small busi­
nesses that rely on the social media 
platform. Recent developments high­
light the irrationality of the ban 
imposed by the law, as well as the 
popularity of the app.

However, the new US leader’s state­
ment on his Truth Social platform 
that he would like the US to have 50

percent ownership of TikTok in a joint 
venture may not be good for the mar­
ket After all, TikTok has been operat­
ing in the US for many years and has 
played a positive role in creating jobs 
and driving consumption in the US. 
That would hardly have been possible 
without the cooperation of its Chinese 
parent company ByteDance and its 
operating team in the US.

Forcing a flourishing social media 
platform such as TikTok to sell half of 
its holdings could prove to be its 
undoing, as its team might then lose

the common interest of Myanmar 
and other countries in the region 
and is also detrimental to the securi­
ty and stable development of the 
China-Myanmar border area. That is 
why China has been brokering the 
de-escalation of the tense situation 
in northern Myanmar and hoping 
that all parties will honor the cease­
fire and further resolve relevant 
issues through negotiation. 

The conflicts between the Myan­
mar government and Kokang and 
other local aimed factions are 
extremely complicated. Therefore 
the reaching of a formal ceasefire 
between the parties concerned 
under China’s mediation is com­
mendable. It not only embodies 
their trust in China, but also reflects 
their increasing recognition of Chi­
na’s role as a major power. 

China’s influence in helping 
resolve regional disputes extends 
beyond the region. On July 23 last

made EVs, they are more familiar 
with the industry and in a better 
position to know cooperation and 
competition represent the best way 
to promote the development of the 
EU’s own electric vehicle companies, 
as only through cooperation and 
competition with the leading Chi­
nese EV makers can the EU compa­
nies have the opportunity to learn 
from their advanced technology and 
so jump across the river instead of 
crossing it by feeling the stones. 

Also, well aware of the protection­
ist nature of the EU’s steep duties on 
Chinese-made EVs, which are actual­
ly a result of the former US adminis­
tration pressing the EU to form a 
united front with it against China, 
the German automakers also know 
that it is the EU companies and con­
sumers that are paying for the puni­
tive tariffs the bloc levies on Chinese- 
made EVs.

With a new US administration tak­
ing office on Monday, its “America 
first” practices should prompt the 
EU to review its gains and losses by 
surrendering its strategic autonomy 
to the US over the past four years.

China Dally UK
90 Cannon St, London EC4N 6HA, UK
+44(0) 2073988270 
edltor@chlnadallyuk.com

ation.
Having exchanged greetings on New Year’s Eve, the two leaders had a video call on Tuesday in 

which they exchanged Chinese New Year greetings and reiterated their joint resolve to promote prac­
tical cooperation to advance the high-quality development and modernization of the two countries. 

Xi called on the two countries to continuously use the certainty and resilience of their relations to 
respond to the rising uncertainties of the external environment, and to j ointly promote the two coun­
tries’ common development and safeguard international fairness and justice.

To that end, he said that the two countries should further strengthen their good neighborly rela­
tions, which have displayed fresh vitality over the past year, and consolidate their strategic coordina­
tion to safeguard the two countries’ legitimate interests and deepen their pragmatic cooperation. 

Echoing Xi’s remarks, Putin said that Russia is willing to strengthen cooperation with China in 
multilateral affairs and play an active role in promoting world peace and development.

The exchanges between the two heads of state are both the compass and anchor for the mutually 
beneficial relations between China and Russia. Over the past year, the two heads of state have met 
three times — in Beijing, Astana, and Kazan — and maintained smooth communication through vari­
ous channels. Their candid exchanges of views have helped forge a consensus on building on the two 
countries’ enduring friendship to continuously upgrade bilateral relations based on the fundamental 
interests of the two countries and the two peoples.

Beijing and Moscow over the years have developed a new paradigm for international relations. The 
two countries are not military-political allies, but rather represent a new model of major power rela­
tions characterized by non-alignment, non-confrontation, and by not targeting any third country.

The cooperation between China and Russiahas gone beyond the bilateral scope, and they are con­
solidating the solidarity of developing countries via multilateral platforms such as the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization and BRICS cooperation mechanism so as to make the international 
order more just and equitable, and jointly safeguard global strategic stability.

The development of their relationship is not a threat to any country, nor is it subject to any interfer­
ence from any third party. Both countries are permanent members of the United Nations Security 
Council, and are fully aware of the historical responsibilities they shoulder to uphold the postwar 
world order with the United Nations at its core.

This is especially true as this year marks the 80th anniversary of the Chinese People’s War of Resist­
ance Against Japanese Aggression (1931-45), the Soviet Union’s Great Patriotic War and the World 
Anti-Fascist War, and it is therefore a timely occasion for the world to recognize and uphold the 
authority of the world body.

After 75 years of profound development since the establishment of diplomatic ties between Beijing 
and Moscow, China-Russia ties have reached their highest level in history, resulting in deepening 
cooperation that is bringing real benefits to the two peoples and making new contributions to safe­
guardingworld peace and stability.

As Xi said, the two neighbors should encourage all countries to practice true multilateralism, abide 
by the purposes and principles of the UN Charter and adhere to the universally recognized basic 
norms of international relations.

his year will see countries finalize their national plans to meet their emissions reduction tar­
gets by 2035, the focus of this November’s COP30 global climate talks in Brazil.

Many of those countries’ 10-year climate strategies — which will guide how aggressively 
they can curb their greenhouse gas emissions — are dependent on the funding the devel­

oped countries have promised to provide.
The United States’ withdrawal from the Paris Agreement that the new US administration 

announced on Monday shortly after President Donald Trump began his second term has there­
fore undoubtedly dealt a heavy blow to the world’s efforts to fight climate change at this crucial 
stage.

Even though the US Climate Alliance, a coalition of governors from 24 states that represent nearly 
60 percent of the US economy, has pledged to meet the previous US administration’s climate target of 
cutting the country’s emissions by 66 percent by 2035, the US walking away from the pact necessarily 
calls into question a host of other US commitments, such as providing billions of dollars to support 
the climate actions of poorer nations.

■frump accompanied his pullout from the global climate pact for the second time — which will take 
effect in a year, after the official notice period — with a barrage of executive orders, including one 
declaring a national energy emergency that frump said would unlock what he called America’s ‘liq­
uid gold” by expanding drilling in the world’s top oil and gas producer.

With his re-embracing of fossil fuels and revoking of his predecessor’s climate actions, certain vest­
ed interest groups in related industries will benefit tremendously from his winding back of the clock. 
No wonder Manish Bapna, president of the Natural Resources Defense Council, accused the frump 
administration of further enriching billionaire oil and gas donors, saying “the US is producing more 
oil and gas than any country in history”, rightly pointing out that “There is no energy emergency. 
There is a climate emergency”.

■frump tried to justify the move by claiming “the United States will not sabotage our own indus­
tries” while some major developing countries pollute “with impunity”

But as Ani Dasgupta, president and CEO of the World Resources Institute, said in a statement, 
‘Walking away from the Paris Agreement won’t protect Americans from climate impacts, but it will 
hand China and the European Union a competitive edge in the booming clean energy economy and 
lead to fewer opportunities for American workers.”

The need to realize the global green transition means that the clean energy sector and the green 
economy have become engines of growth around the world, a central topic in the ongoing Annual 
Meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos.

That explains why about half of Americans “somewhat” or “strongly” oppose US action to with­
draw from the climate accord, and even Republicans aren’t overwhelmingly in favor, according to a 
poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. Only about 2 in 10 US 
adults are “somewhat” or “strongly” in favor of withdrawing from the Paris Agreement, while about 
one-fourth are neutral.

Although the US is the second-biggest source of carbon emissions after China, carbon dioxide lasts 
in the atmosphere for centuries, and the US has put more of the heat-trapping gas in the air than any 
other nation if its accumulative historical emissions are taken into account. The US is responsible for 
nearly 22 percent of the carbon dioxide put in the atmosphere since 1950, according to a Global Car­
bon Project report. And US carbon emissions fell just 0.2 percent last year. The US had already been 
slipping behind its 2030 climate targets despite hundreds of billions of dollars in clean-energy spend­
ing by the former administration.

Unlike the US, Chinahas never ceased its efforts to realize green development. China’s carbon diox­
ide emissions per unit of GDP decreased by more than 50 percent in 2021 compared to 2005, with its 
forest stock up by over 6.49 billion cubic meters, the report said. As of2023, nonfossil fuels accounted 
for 17.9 percent of China’s total energy consumption, while by October 2024, the total installed capac­
ity of wind and solar power in the country had reached 1.28 billion kilowatts.

And China’s commitment to the global low-carbon transition remains unwavering. “Climate 
change is a common challenge faced by all of humanity, and no country can remain unaffected or 
solve the problem on its own,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun said. 

China is willing to work with all parties to actively address the challenge of climate change.

year, 14 Palestinian factions conclud­
ed conciliatory talks in Beijing and 
jointly signed the Beijing Declara­
tion, aimed at strengthening Pales­
tinian unity.

The declaration was a milestone 
for those seeking Palestinian state­
hood. Thanks to China’s mediation, 
even Iran and Saudi Arabia, two 
major powers in the Middle East that 
have not seen eye to eye for decades, 
made peace and restored diplomatic 
relations in the spring of 2023. China 
has also been making efforts to bring 
an early end to the conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine, and its role has 
been increasingly recognized by rele­
vant stakeholders.

China has proved that it is a true 
force in the pursuit of peace, unlike 
a certain Western country which 
calls for peace but does everything 
in private to pursue bloc confronta­
tion.

the trust of users in the US market. 
Worse, companies might lose trust in 
the US market Why would anyone 
risk doing business in a country 
where they could be forced to sell half 
their holdings? The US leadership 
should provide an open, fair, just, and 
nondiscriminatory business environ­
ment for market entities from various 
countries operating there.

The new US administration should 
handle the TikTok issue with pru­
dence, and avoid a worst-case scenario. 

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

Now is the time for Brussels to heed 
rational voices such as that of Kalle­
nius and other visionary EU entre­
preneurs and put an end to its unfair 
tariffs on Chinese-made EVs that 
leave no party unscathed. 

The EU has set an ambitious target 
to phase out combustion engines by 
2035 as part of its Green Deal, and 
affordable, high-quality EVs are cru­
cial to achieving this goal. Making 
EVs less affordable for European con­
sumers only hinders Europe’s ability 
to meet its climate commitments. 

The economic and trade relations 
between China and the EU are of a 
win-win nature. Both ardent support­
ers of multilateralism, fair trade and 
economic globalization, the two sides 
are partners and friends, rather than 
challenges to each other or enemies. 

That’s why Kallenius said tariffs 
would hurt the industry and Brussels 
should compromise with Beijing on a 
deal to remove them, adding that 
China had become an integral part of 
the global automotive supply chain, 
including raw materials, advanced 
chips and components.

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

New impetus injected to promote healthy 
development of Sino-Russian relations
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COMMENT
Zhang Guoqing Tseng Taiyuan

US again puts climate fight at a crossroads
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Amitendu Palit

RCEP an FTA with ‘low ambition’ but high potential
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Global
Lens

S President Donald Trump 
announced the US’ with­
drawal from the landmark 
Paris climate agreement

just hours after being sworn in for a 
second term. This decision on Monday, 
following a similar one in 2017, poses 
significant challenges to global efforts 
to combat climate change.

The Paris Agreement aims to limit 
long-term global warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels or, alternatively, to keep temper­
atures well below 2 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels. Trump’s 
stance, criticizing clean energy as 
expensive and wasteful, signifies a 
stark contrast to that of his predeces­
sor Joe Biden.

Following Biden’s victory in the
2020 election, the US had rejoined the 
Paris Agreement in 2021, overturning 
Hump’s 2017 withdrawal and restor­
ing the US’ responsible image on cli­
mate issues. The US Climate Alliance 
launched in June 2017, now compris­
ing 24 governors, had earlier pledged 
to continue advancing action to coun­
ter climate change.

The alliance represents approxi­
mately 60 percent of the US economy

he Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership 
agreement that entered its 
third year on Jan 1 is a sig­

nificant rules-based trade and eco­
nomic framework for the Asia- 
Pacific region.

Although the negotiations for the 
RCEP, which comprises the 10 
ASEAN member states and five of 
ASEAN’s trade partners (China, 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, Austra­
lia and New Zealand), were conclud­
ed in November 2019, the agreement 
came into effect on Jan 1,2022, 
because different members ratified 
the rules of the agreement at different 
times.

In its present form, the RCEP rep­
resents roughly one-third of the glob­
al population and world GDP, 
making it the largest free trade 
agreement in the world in terms of 
the number of people and markets 
that it covers.

In the two years since coming into 
effect, the RCEP has played an impor­
tant role in advancing industrial pro­
duction in the Asia-Pacific. It has done 
so by eliminating tariffs on more than 
90 percent of the goods that are trad­
ed between the member states, and 
significantly reducing the non-tariff 
barriers on the movement of goods 
between countries. This has helped 
make transit of goods across borders 
cheaper.

The overall result has been a 
noticeable decline in the cost of 
trade. Lowering the cost of trade is a 
significant achievement of the RCEP 
at a time when the overall trade cost 
is increasing due to a variety of rea­
sons. These include the rising US 
dollar in past several years, the high 
crude oil prices due to the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict, and the higher cost 
of booking containers due to irregu­
lar supply after the Israel-Palestine 
conflict broke out.

Besides, the RCEP is working as an 
ASEAN++framework, as it is a combi­
nation of ASEAN+1 FTA countries. 
India is the only country that has an 
FTA with ASEAN but opted to stay out 
of the RCEP. As a mega ASEAN+1 FTA 
the RCEP lias helped ASEAN to scale 
up its trade and investment liberaliza­
tion agenda, setting an important 
example for the rest of the world to 
follow.

However, the RCEP has been criti­
cized for being a “low-ambition” 
agreement, particularly when com­
pared with the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pa- 
cific Partnership.

The CPTPP and the RCEP, none­
theless, have several common mem­
bers, including Japan, Australia, 
Brunei, Malaysia, New Zealand, Sing­
apore and Vietnam. These countries 
have been working according to the 
rules of both FTAs. It is noticeable, 
though, that the CPTPP does not 
include any less-developed economy. 
The RCEP, on the other hand, has 
three less-developed economies from 
ASEAN — Cambodia, Laos and 
Myanmar.

The inclusion of these low-income 
member states is one of the major rea­
sons why the RCEP is being criticized 
for being less ambitious than the

and 55 percent of the US population. 
The governors in the alliance have 
pledged to collectively reduce net 
greenhouse gas emissions, and collec­
tively achieve overall net-zero green­
house gas emissions as soon as 
practicable, and no later than 2050. 

Hump’s potential dismantling of 
federal climate actions through execu­
tive orders, in order to promote energy 
independence and economic growth, 
could pose challenges to federal lead­
ership on climate policy.

Climate policy is now predominant­
ly in the hands of state and local gov­
ernments, which have taken ambitious 
steps during both Hump’s first term

and Biden’s term. Despite this, Hump’s 
potential new policies might disrupt 
these efforts, exacerbating federal-lo­
cal tensions on climate policy. 

Europe is already seeing a declining 
public focus on climate change, as the 
EU grapples with rising right-wing 
populism, potential trade conflicts 
with the US and reduced support for 
Ukraine. The EU’s nuanced stance on 
fossil fuels and renewable energy 
reflects shifting priorities toward eco­
nomic and livelihood concerns 
because of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

In his second term, Hump’s priori­
ties include revitalizing die economy 
and his “Make America Great Again” 
slogan. To fulfill campaign promises 
and support his oil industry backers, 
Hump is likely to significantly alter US 
climate and environmental policies, 
including expanding oil and gas drill­
ing. His nomination of fossil fuel exec­
utive Chris Wright as energy secretary 
underscores this intent. 

Trump aims to boost oil production 
through aggressive drilling policies, 
claiming the US has the largest oil 
reserves. He plans to cut energy costs 
by 50 percent, believing this will bene­
fit the American people. His reversal of

CPTPP. It is not possible for less-devel­
oped countries to commit to as much 
market liberalization as their 
advanced counterparts. Indeed, even 
with respect to tariff liberalization, die 
RCEP allows greater flexibility to less- 
developed member states. This makes 
the RCEP a truly inclusive FTA, a rare 
example.

However, the RCEP needs to 
address two major challenges. 

First, the RCEP will have to develop 
die capacity to respond to some of the 
major new-generation issues, includ­
ing the challenge of ensuring environ­
mental sustainability for its member 
states. The RCEP must also ensure 
that its rules are consistent with the 
efforts of the member states to reduce 
carbon emissions and environmental 
pollution.

That would require the rales to 
facilitate easy transfer of green and 
clean-technology products and servi­
ces among member states, meaning 
die RCEP rules ought to focus on har­
monizing the quality standards of 
clean products, liberalizing commit­
ments on cross-border transfer of 
environmental services, and making 
intellectual property rights protection 
rales flexible for quick transfer and

Biden’s climate policies, including 
potential changes to the policies sur­
rounding electric vehicles to revive the 
domestic auto industry, could have far- 
reaching implications.

The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change warns that immedi­
ate reduction in fossil fuel use is cru­
cial to avoid surpassing dangerous 
temperature thresholds within the 
next decade, leading to catastrophic 
global warming. The impacts of cli­
mate change disproportionately affect 
the younger generation and low-in­
come families, influencing career 
choices and imposing burdens on 
households.

The future of US climate policy 
remains uncertain, with potential 
shifts under a second Hump adminis­
tration posing risks to global climate 
efforts. As the world observes the US’ 
role in addressing this pressing chal­
lenge, it remains a critical issue for 
policymakers and societies globally.

greater intra-bloc trade of green and 
clean-tech products.

The second challenge the RCEP 
needs to meet is of adapting to the 
complicated geopolitics that is impact­
ing global and regional trade. The 
RCEP must ensure that political disa­
greements between member states do 
not impact trade and economic rela­
tions. This is essential for it to remain 
a cohesive and productive rules-based 
framework.

It is also important for the RCEP, as 
an economic bloc, to be prepared to 
address the uncertain outcomes of 
major political developments, such as 
the return of Donald Hump to the 
White House. The possibility of more 
conflicts in the world, including in 
Asia, cannot be ruled out, and the 
potential conflicts could be disruptive 
for trade. Hence, the RCEP must be 
strong and flexible enough to handle 
these disruptions.

Dictionaries, with their scholarly rigor and authorita­
tive status, play a crucial role in shaping language norms. 
However, they often lag behind the rapid evolution of lan­
guages. To gain a more comprehensive understanding, it 
is necessary to turn to large language corpora, such as the 
NOW (News on the Web) Corpus, which tracks English 
language usage in real-time across online newspapers 
and magazines. As of Jan 1,2025, die NOW Corpus con­
tained more than 20.3 billion words, offering invaluable 
insights into contemporary language trends. 

The NOW Corpus shows that Chinese New Year is the 
most frequently used term in the English-speaking 
world, followed by Lunar New Year, with Spring Festival 
being a distant third. The pinyin-transliterated “Chun­
jie”, despite being recorded, remains statistically negligi­
ble. The data align with the preferences seen in English 
dictionaries, highlighting the clear divide between Chi­
nese and Anglo-American perspectives on the transla­
tion of Chunjie.

One notable trend is the growing prominence of Lunar 
New Year in English usage. While Chinese New Year 
remains the most common term, its growth rate has pla- 
teaued. In contrast, Lunar New Year has seen a signifi­
cant uptick in usage, particularly over the past decade. 
This shift can be attributed to efforts by die Republic of 
Korea and Vietnam to promote de-Sinicized terminology 
in international discourse.

The two East Asian countries, deeply influenced by 
Chinese culture, have sought to assert their separate cul­
tural identities by advocating for the use of Lunar New 
Year instead of Chinese New Year. In some cases, using 
Chinese New Year in the US has even drawn criticism, 
further accelerating the adoption of Lunar New' Year. 

English, as the world’s lingua franca, is no longer the 
exclusive domain of a few countries. The concept of 
“World Englishes” acknowledges the diversity and adapt­
ability of the language. While we respect the rales and 
conventions of the English language, it is equally impor­
tant to assert our own cultural identity in international 
communication. Hanslating culture-specific terms like 
Chunjie requires a balance between autiienticity and 
comprehension.

Historical precedents offer valuable insights. Tradi­
tional Japanese festivals, such as Tanabata (Lovers’ Day) 
and Obon (Festival of the Dead), are commonly translit­
erated in English and recognized by authoritative dic­
tionaries. Similarly, Korean New'Year (Seollal) and 
Vietnamese New' Year (Tet) are widely used by English 
speakers. Given these examples, the transliteration of 
Chunjie is not only natural but also consistent with glob­
al practices.

With Chunjie now part of UNESCO’s Intangible Cultur­
al Heritage list, the time is right to reconsider its English 
translation. From the perspective of primary term, it is 
necessary to use the term Chunjie to emphasize its cultur­
al specificity and autiienticity. From the perspective of 
supplementary term, w'e can include the literal transla­
tion of Spring Festival for clarity and familiarity. From the 
perspective of contextual gloss, when necessary, we can 
use Chinese New Year to aid understanding, especially in 
international communication.

This approach allows us to claim our cultural discourse 
rights without sacrificing clarity. It is a balanced and 
impartial solution that respects both Chinese cultural 
identity and the practicalities of global communication. 
As the Year of the Snake approaches, let us embrace this 
opportunity to assert our cultural voice on the global 
stage. By adopting Chunjie as the primary term, supple­
mented by Spring Festival and Chinese New Year, we can 
ensure that our traditions are represented authentically 
and respectfully. After all, language is not just a tool for 
communication — it is a vessel carrying culture, history 
and identity.

The author is an associate researcher
at the Institute of American Studies, 
Chinese Academy ofSocialSciences. 
The views expressed do not necessarily
reflect those of China Daily.

The author is dean of the School of Foreign Languages at 
Sanda University in Shanghai.
The views don’t necessarily represent those of China Daily.

►

n Dec 4,2024, Chunjie was included in UNES­
CO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cul­
tural Heritage of Humanity. While this 
recognition marks a significant milestone for

Chinese culture, it also reignites an ongoing debate: What 
is the most appropriate English translation of Chunjie? 

For decades, Chunjie has been widely translated as 
“Spring Festival” in English, a term now adopted by 
UNESCO in its lowercase form. However, according to 
English orthography, the name of a festival is a proper 
noun and should be capitalized — hence, “Spring Festi­
val” is the grammatically correct form.

Beyond this, three main English translations are cur­
rently in use: Spring Festival, Chinese New Year and 
Lunar New Year. All the three terms are documented in 
major Chinese-English dictionaries, with “Spring Festi­
val” being the most favored, followed by “Chinese New' 
Year”

In fact, calling Chunjie “Lunar New Year” could be mis­
understood as diluting the Chinese nature and character­
istic of Spring Festival, or even seen as an attempt to 
undermine the cultural heritage. This translation could 
be controversial, and seen as disrespectful to traditional 
Chinese culture.

The Chinese lunar calendar is, in reality, a lunisolar cal­
endar. Therefore, calling it “Lunar New Year” is not accu­
rate, and may lead to people misunderstanding its 
scientific nature.

Interestingly, the preference of people in English- 
speaking countries is different from that of the Chinese 
people. In the United Kingdom and the United States, for 
example, Chinese New Year is the most commonly used 
term, followed by Lunar New Year. Notably, the Collins 
English Dictionary includes the pinyin-transliterated 
Chunjie, making it a unique and somew'hat isolated case 
in English lexicography.

'The author is a senior research fellow 
and research lead (trade and econom­
ics) at the Institute of South Asian 
Studies, the National University of 
Singapore.
The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

The possibility of more 
conflicts in the world, 
including in Asia, cannot 
be ruled out, and the 
potential conflicts could 
be disruptive for trade.
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While Chinese New Year remains the 
most common term, its growth rate 
has plateaued.

What’s in a name 
for Chunjie, now put 
on UNESCO list?
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The impacts of climate 
change disproportionate­
ly affect the younger gen­
eration and low-income 
families, influencing 
career choices and 
imposing burdens on 
households.
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Friendly fire
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EDUARDO TZILI-APANGO

Mexican standoff
China, Mexico and the US are all set to be losers if the new Trump administration implements its proposed policies
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European Commission Kaja Kallas 
said that “the sovereignty of states 
must be respected”. Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederiksen lias 
declared that sovereignty is not 
negotiable and the King of Den­
mark Frederik X has modified the 
country’s coat of arms to emphasize 
the political ties with Greenland 
and the Faroe Islands.

A preliminary conclusion from 
Spain is that seasoned journalists — 
as in other European countries — 
are envisaging scenarios. But sea­
soned think tanks throughout the 
continent are more cautious, fol­
lowing their traditions of gauging 
deep forces, not statements that are 
sometimes contradicted, half exe­
cuted or come to nothing. 

The Trumpist approach, as for 
the rest of the EU, is unacceptable 
to Spain. And more immediately, in 
relation to Denmark — a partner in 
the EU and NATO — the matter is of 
deep concern as it is in Fiance and 
Germany, which have expressed 
strong opinions.

And of course, the current pres­
sure on Denmark could simply be a 
ploy to get NATO members to pay 
the 5 percent of their GDP on 
defence that Thimp insisted on last 
month.

As for the well-known and publi­
cized threats in the commercial 
sphere, some analysts are rereading 
some classics that can always be 
consulted. For example, Econom­
ics by Paul A, Samuelson and Willi­
am D. Nordhaus, both Nobel 
laureates, is a classic economics 
textbook from which the elite of 
half the world have learned. In the 
chapter on “The Economics of Pro­
tectionism”, the authors argue that 
those who pretend to help reform 
other countries by imposing what 
they understand as retaliatory tar­
iffs should think “with great cau­
tion” because ‘just as building 
missiles leads to an arms race as

Canadian and Mexican imports, 
and 60 percent tariffs on all Chi­
nese imports. Beyond the commer­
cial logic, Trump has announced 
tariffs to pressure China and Mexi­
co to address migration and drag 
trafficking.

Thimp’s rhetoric has already pro-

77ze author is director of the Dia­
logue with China Project and 
former global expert in the United 
Nations Alliance of Civilizations. 
The author contributed this article 
to China Watch, a think tank pow­
ered by China Daily. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of Chi­
na Daily.

voked reactions from both China 
and Mexico. In November, the Mex­
ican government announced recip­
rocal one-by-one tariffs facing 
Trump’s announcements, with 
President Claudia Sheinbaum 
declaring that “one tariff will follow 
another in response and so on, until

Nevertheless, also in November, 
Mexican President Sheinbaum 
communicated a plan to substitute 
Chinese imports. Then, Mexico 
announced the imposition of 35 
percent tariffs to global textiles 
imports, of which China is the ori­
gin of one-third. In January 2025, 
Mexico imposed a 19 percent tariff 
on e-commerce products coming 
from countries with no trade agree­
ment with Mexico, affecting in par­
ticular Chinese brands such as 
Temu and Shein. In contraposition 
to the free trade principle that 
Mexico has traditionally followed 
— the Latin American country has 
14 free trade agreements with 50 
countries — all of the mentioned 
actions have been reactions to Can­
ada and US pressure to reduce the 
Chinese presence in North Ameri-

To be precise, the Mexican stand­
off is manifested when Mexico is 
obligated to act against China to 
the potential detriment of its own 
economy. First of all, the increase of 
tariffs on textiles and e-commerce 
products affects consumers and iso­
lates Mexico from the global pro­
duction chains that have benefited 
Mexican exports. It is well known 
that a large portion of Mexico’s 
trade deficit with China is trans­
formed into Mexico’s surplus with 
the US. Second, to prioritize North 
America is to foment dependency 
on a single market, which may hin­
der Mexico’s geopolitical autonomy. 
Third, even though China and Mex­
ico have managed to adapt their 
trade and investment relations up 
till now, the new Tramp adminis­
tration may force China and Mexico 
to move away from each other, 
damaging a historic and important 
bilateral relationship.

By way of example is the automo­
tive industry dynamics within the 
China-US-Mexico triangle. One of

The author is an associate profes­
sor and researcher at the Politics 
and Culture Department at the 
Metropolitan Autonomous Univer­
sity, Xochimilco campus. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.
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t seemed that we already fore­
saw the policies of the new 
Donal Tramp administration 
from a review of his first presi­

dency, his most recent statements, 
or reading the book of the
Deal.

Nevertheless, 2025 has begun 
with his threat to appropriate 

Greenland, reap­
propriate the 
Panama Canal, 
without ruling 
out the use of 
force to achieve 
it, and with the 
pretension of 

annexing Canada as the 51st state 
of die United States. At the same 
time, he has promised to replace 
the name Gulf of Mexico with “Gulf 
of America’:

If these aspirations were to suc­
ceed, the US would become the 
largest country, with almost 22 mil­
lion square kilometers. But this is 
unacceptable to the rest of the 
world.

In Europe, there is perplexity, cau­
tion and alertness, with no docu­
ment outlining an updated strategy 
in the face of Tramp’s expansionist 
ambitions.

The President of the European 
Commission Ursula von der Leyen 
spent a week in hospital with seri­
ous pneumonia from which she is 
convalescing at home, and from 
there she issued a tweet on the X 
platform in January, in which she 
declared the traditional commit­
ment to strengthen the transatlan­
tic link, while stressing that the 
European Union “will always pro­
tect our citizens and the integrity of 
our democracies and freedoms”. A 
similar statement was communi­
cated by Antonio Costa, president 
of the European Council. 

For her part, the High Represent­
ative for Foreign Affairs and Securi­
ty Policy and Vice-President of the
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we put our common businesses at 
risk” Similarly, in early 2025, the 
Chinese government announced 
measures on 28 US entities and the 
addition of some US companies to 
the export control list in order to 
safeguard its national security and 
interests.

the key differences between the 
NAFTA and the USMCA is country- 
of-origin rules in order to enjoy tar­
iff-free status. The requirement for 
North America-made components 
increased from 62.5 percent to 75 
percent. In 2023, the Mexican gov­
ernment announced the construc­
tion of Tesla’s Gigafactory, but in 
mid-2024 Tesla announced that this 
facility will be put on hold due to 
macroeconomic concerns. In con­
trast, BYD has gone from being an 
unknown brand in Mexico to be 
part of popular brands in new car 
sales — 50,000 units sold in 2024 — 
a situation that reflects consump­
tion preferences. This could lead to 
many win-win projects, such as 
learning from China’s experience of 
innovation, more investments and 
joint ventures.

As it can be seen, in the China- 
US-Mexico triangle, the US is trying 
to contain China by provoking a 
lose-lose game, and forcing Mexico 
to sacrifice its own interests in this 
confrontation, which will certainly 
bring greater losses to Mexico’s 
interests. Mexico should keep a 
clear mind about this and make the 
right decision based on its own 
development needs, instead of fol­
lowing the US’ order to damage 
Mexico-China economic ties. The 
US tariff measures will not benefit 
the US, Mexico and China, but only 
disrupt global trade stability as well 
as the interests of these three coun­
tries.

onald Tramp’s second 
term is set to dramatical­
ly change US foreign poli­
cy priorities, as his focus

is on economic protectionism and 
political isolation. In fact, Tramp 
will continue the “Make America 
Great Again” trend initiated by him­
self in 2017, but followed by Joe Bid­

en afterwards. 
This will nega­
tively impact 
global adversa­
ries and partners 
alike, and in the 
case of the China- 
United States-

Mexico triangle, it seems to be 
reaching a Mexican standoff in the 
Trump’s second term. 

Basically, a Mexican standoff is a 
situation in which no party can 
achieve victory.

The standoff among China, Mexi­
co and the US was initiated by 
Trump during his first term. At the 
time, the US triggered trade wars 
against both China and Mexico. 
Additionally, Tramp forced Canada 
and Mexico to renegotiate the 
North American Free Trade Agree­
ment, which resulted in the 
US-Mexico-Canada Agreement. The 
USMCA, with few but important 
changes, is one of the most signifi­
cant, and the notorious Article
32.10, which prevents any party of 
the USMCA signing trade agree­
ments with non-market economies, 
the so-called anti-China clause. As 
needless to say, China has been one 
of the main trade partners of both 
Canada and Mexico in the last dec­
ade.

The new Tramp administration 
may guide the US to its most trade 
protectionist period in nearly a cen­
tury, according to some reports. 
During his 2024 campaign, Tramp 
proposed tariff's of about 20 percent 
on global imports, 25 percent on

often as to arms control, protec­
tionist bluffs may end up hurting 
the bluffer as well as the opponent”. 

Tramp may not consider the EU 
as a US ally anymore, and by want­
ing to pivot toward China to con­
tain it, he shows that as in his first 
presidency, he could be a classic iso­
lationist in this second term as well. 
However, faced with a complex 
rivalry, China has the attributes to 
get ahead, and the US and the rest 
of the world, including the EU, 
should understand this. If the plan­
et does not suffer a natural or 
human-induced cataclysm this dec­
ade, China will be able to weather' a 
potential Thimp blockade by draw­
ing on its traditions, human resour­
ces and size.

As a whole, looking back over the 
past few decades, we see that China 
prefers multidimensional collabo­
ration and cooperation rather than 
confrontation. This juncture the re- 
fore is an opportunity for the EU 
and China to consider, again, the 
possibility to restart talks to rescue 
the Comprehensive Agreement on 
Investment that was concluded in 
principle in 2020. The agreement 
was hailed as providing a level play­
ing field.

It is key to remember this, as in 
2025 China and the EU celebrate 
tiie 50th anniversary of their win­
win relations. Maybe as the EU 
competitiveness is diminishing, 
there is margin for the new leader­
ship of tiie European Parliament to 
have a more sympathetic and real­
istic view on the issue.
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The EU should, reconsider virtues of Comprehensive Agreement on Investment 
in light of threatening posture of new US administration
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Employees work at a steel production plant in Maanshan, Anhui province, in September, luo jisheng / for china daily

Nation to remain world’s top steelmaker this year

Jilin’s Yanji brewing brisk coffee biz in Northeast

West Air takes delivery of first A319neo with DPOS r
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and exceptional navigation capabili­
ties in challenging flight environ­
ments, particularly on high-altitude 
routes,” said Shuai Sheng, president 
of West Air.

Apart from die delivered aircraft, 
the Chongqing-based low-cost carrier 
plans to introduce six more this year. 

Operating an extensive network 
of routes, especially to high-altitude 
destinations, the airline said it had 
recently scheduled over 1,000 extra 
flights on domestic routes. In terms 
of international routes, it lias 
launched direct flights from Chong­
qing to Phuket, Thailand and Hanoi, 
Vietnam; from Zhengzhou and 
Hefei to Bangkok, Thailand; as well 
as routes from Lhasa via Chongqing 
to Singapore. The weekly flight fre­
quency on international routes will 
exceed 40 flights.

By LIU MINGTAI in Changchun 

and PENG CHAO

ByLIUYUKUN
liuyukun@chinadaity.mm.cn

By TAN YINGZI and 

DENG RUI in Chongqing

By WANG KE JU
wangkeju@chinadaily.com.cn

resulting in more diverse and vibrant 
business formats,” Cui said.

Li Meiying, who quit her job in 
Shanghai in 2020, returned to her 
hometown of Yanji and opened a 
coffee shop specializing in Korean 
ethnic fruit tea and coffee.

A type of coffee she developed, 
infused with the flavor of Yanbian’s 
specialty apple-shaped pears, quick­
ly became a sought-after “fashion 
item” among tourists.

“We hope to tell the story of Yanji 
through coffee,” Li said.

By leveraging the rich ethnic cul­
tural resources, local authorities 
and coffee industry practitioners 
have integrated coffee with its cul­
ture and tourism industry, making 
coffee shops an important part of 
the tourism experience.

Tourists often flock to capture 
moments in front of an internet-fa­
mous wall outside Yanbian Universi­
ty in the city, holding a coffee cup with 
a sleeve featuring “Yanji” characters. 

The city’s coffee industry is experi­
encing a surge in consumption this 

from its peak of 1.048 billion metric 
tons in 2020 to 892 million tons in 
2024, reflecting a decrease of 156 
million tons over a span of four 
years. Forecasts suggest a continued 
downturn in downstream steel 
demand this year, albeit at a poten­
tially slower pace. With a focus on 
policies aimed at stabilizing the real 
estate market, steel demand decline 
from the construction sector is pro­
jected to ease,” said Yao Lin, head of 
the association.

Yao said policies such as the con­
sumer goods trade-in program will 
spur consumption and production 
in the automotive and household 
appliance industries, thereby driv­
ing demand for a certain type of 
high-grade silicon steel. Steel used 
in household appliances will priori­
tize lightweight and corrosion-re­
sistant requirements. Steel used in 
shipbuilding is also expected to see 
significant growth.

“Additionally, demand for high- 
strength steel in sectors such as 

“DPOS guarantees pulse and effi­
cient delivery, while traditional cen­
tral gas supply systems (CGS) 
function in constant flow,” said Yang 
Long, an employee with West Air.

Yang said that unlike CGS, which 
relies on central cylinders below 
deck and fixed hoses, DPOS utilizes 
movable containers that can be 
adjusted to accommodate various 
configurations, resulting in weight 
reduction, an increase in cargo 
capacity and simplified operations. 

DPOS demands less maintenance 
as well. For example, the lifespan of 
aircraft cylinders in DPOS is 26 
years, whereas in CGS it is limited to 
15 years.

In addition, with a full economy 
class cabin layout housing a total of 
144 seats, the adjustments in seat 
spacing, compared to older models, 

Chang Jiaxin, a tourist from Zheji­
ang province who claims to be a 
“level-10 coffee enthusiast” gives 
a big thumbs up to the coffee offer­
ings in Yanji, a small border city in 
Northeast China, after visiting its 
coffee shops on a “must-try list”. 

“The city’s coffee not only boasts 
excellent quality, but also integrates 
local characteristics,” she said.

Yanji, capital of Yanbian Korean 
autonomous prefecture in Jilin 
province, has seen a boom in the cof­
fee business in recent years, with its 
density of coffee shops significantly 
surpassing that of first-tier cities, 
earning it the title of die “city strung 
together by cafes”

Official figures show that die city, 
with some 670,000 residents, has 
over 1,000 cafes, with the number of 
coffee shops per 10,000 people near­
ly four times diat of Shanghai, Chi­
na’s economic hub.

An average of over 27 metric tons

winter, thanks to its abundant ice and 
snow tourism resources. In Decem­
ber, group-buying orders for coffee in 
Yanji increased 184 percent year-on- 
year, and the number of coffee shops 
in the city on the Meituan app rose 
202 percent, said Meituan Travel.

“The city’s unique cultural genes 
have led us to discover a distinctive 
development path,” said Huang 
Chunshan, one of the founders of 
Yanji’s coffee association, who runs 
27 chain coffee shops.

However, die city’s rapidly devel­
oping coffee industry also faces 
challenges, such as cutthroat com­
petition, Huang said.

To address tiiese challenges, Yanji 
established the coffee association in 
December, formulated an industry 
self-discipline convention, and 
encouraged its members to pursue 
differentiated and personalized 
development paths, she added.

An Airbus A319neo aircraft 
equipped with a decentralized pulse 
oxygen system (DPOS) arrived at 
Chongqing Jiangbei International 
Airport from Hamburg, Germany 
on Thursday, to support the ongoing 
Spring Festival travel rush.

According to its operator West 
Air, tiie aircraft is the first Airbus 
aircraft globally equipped with a 
DPOS, which enhances the aircraft’s 
safety margins and loading capacity. 

The aircraft’s arrival also marked 
the expansion of its Airbus fleet to 
45, and will soon enter sendee on 
popular tourist routes in Yunnan 
province, the carrier said.

‘This aircraft excels in safety, effi­
ciency, environmental consciousness 

have enhanced passenger comfoit 
during flights.

Chongqing has been enhancing 
its position as a key aviation hub. 
In April, the city’s government and 
Liaoning province-based Fangda 
Group signed an agreement to 
launch the Fangda Chongqing Avi­
ation City project.

According to public information 
released by the government, the ini­
tiative will incorporate the largest 
aviation flight training center in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

The project is expected to see an 
overall investment exceeding 100 
billion yuan ($13.73 billion) over the 
next five years, creating job oppor­
tunities for 25,000 people.

Targeted steps attracting greater influx 
of social capital seen as key to economy

China has taken a series of poli­
cy measures to calibrate its gov­
ernment investment fund system 
through its entire lifecycle, with a 
particular emphasis on enabling 
unimpeded exit channels and 
allowing for reasonable risks.

This, analysts said, is expected 
to foster innovation while accept­
ing the possibility of failure.

By collaborating with the pri­
vate sector, government invest­
ment funds are able to maximize 
the impact and efficiency of fiscal 
resources, ultimately attracting a 
greater influx of social capital into 
priority sectors and driving sus­
tainable and innovation-driven 
growth, they added.

The country will leverage the 
unique characteristics of govern­
ment investment funds as patient 
capital and their role in cross-cycle 
and countercyclical adjustments, 
said the State Council, the coun­
try’s Cabinet, in a guideline earlier 
this month.

These funds will be steered 
toward major strategies, key areas 
and weak links where market for­
ces alone cannot fully address the 
existing gaps, thus catalyzing 
greater social capital participa­
tion, according to the guideline.

Governments at all levels have 
been running 1,627 such funds as 
of end-2024, collectively managing 
assets worth some 33.5 trillion 
yuan ($4.6 trillion), according to 
data from CVSource, an informa­
tion service provider.

The inherent risks and uncer­
tainties of future returns associat­
ed with innovation activities often 
deter private investors, who may 
be more inclined to focus on short­
term, low-risk investments, said 
Wen Bin, chief economist at China 
Minsheng Bank.

In this context, government 
investment funds can play a cru­
cial countercyclical role in sustain­
ing innovative enterprises through 
the critical early stages of develop­
ment, Wen said.

The holding periods of govern­
ment investment funds, according 
to CIB Research, have been gradual­
ly extended, from the previous sev­
en-eight years to over 10 years. This 
change is intended to enable these 
funds to act as more patient capital, 
providing long-term support for the 
development of key industries.

Government investment funds 
can also serve as catalysts, attract­
ing and mobilizing additional pri­
vate capital, and contributing to 
the creation of a more supportive 
environment for the growth and 
commercialization of new technol­
ogies, Wen added.

However, the availability of 
diverse exit options in China is still 
relatively limited, analysts said, 
stressing that robust exit channels 
are crucial for attracting long-term 
and patient capital to support the 
government’s strategic investment 
initiatives.

of roasted coffee beans are con­
sumed monthly in Yanji, with a daily 
sales volume of about 45,000 cups. 
The annual per capita coffee con­
sumption in the city is 24 cups, 
according to a survey report by the 
city’s commerce bureau.

Cui Fenghua, president of Yanbi­
an’s coffee culture exchange and 
development association, said cof­
fee entered local residents’ daily 
lives in the 1990s, thanks to its 
unique geographical location at the 
border area.

Cui recalled that her first experi­
ence with coffee was in the 1990s 
when a relative brought back 
instant coffee from Russia.

Later, many Yanbian residents who 
had worked in South Korea, returned 
to their hometown and opened coffee 
shops, bringing back the design, ser­
vice details, and the concept of private 
rooms from foreign cafes.

“In recent years, young people who 
are eager to innovate have incorpo­
rated more creativity and distinctive 
personalities into their coffee shops,

To this end, China is improving 
the withdrawal policies for differ­
ent types of funds. Notably, gov­
ernment investment funds are 
required to determine their exit 
timelines in a scientific manner, 
and clearly specify the withdraw­
al conditions in partnership 
agreements, according to the 
guideline.

The establishment of clear and 
transparent exit policies for gov­
ernment investment funds wall 
enhance the attractiveness of 
these funds to long-term and 
patient capital proriders, said Hu 
Bo, an associate professor in the 
School of Finance at Renmin 
University of China.

Meanwhile, it is a strategic move 
to facilitate the efficient recycling 
of capital. This, in turn, will allow 
the funds to reinvest their resour­
ces in a timely manner, ensuring 
sustained support for innovation 
and industrial transformation, Hu 
added.

The market has also been closely 
watching the establishment of tol­
erance and liability exemption 
mechanisms for investment funds, 
the current lack of which has hin­
dered the ability of fund managers 
to fully unleash their investment 
potential.

Rather than relying solely on the 
profitability or losses of individual 
projects or single-year results, the 
authorities are working to develop 
a comprehensive, end-to-end eval­
uation system that takes into 
account the broader investment 
dynamics and the overall realiza­
tion of policy objectives, as noted 
in the guideline.

By embracing a certain degree 
of risk tolerance, the government 
is signaling its understanding 
that not every investment will 
yield immediate or predictable 
returns. This shift in mindset can 
empower fund managers to pur­
sue more ambitious, high-poten­
tial opportunities without the fear 
of overly stringent performance 
assessments, Hu said.

Policymakers have taken note of 
the worrying trends emerging in 
the establishment of government 
investment funds, which have 
expanded from provincial jurisdic­
tions down to the county level, and 
in some cases have even led to a 
formal and disorderly develop­
ment at the local level.

The guideline stipulates that 
county-level governments should 
exercise strict control over the cre­
ation of new investment funds. If 
counties with relatively robust 
financial resources and favorable 
conditions need to establish 
investment funds, they must seek 
prior approval from higher-level 
government authorities.

China is set to remain the 
world’s top producer and consum­
er of steel in 2025, driven by strong 
demand from industries like new 
energy vehicles, household appli­
ances and shipbuilding despite an 
expected slight dip in overall 
demand, said the China Iron and 
Steel Association.

CISA said there will be rising 
demand for critical steel materials 
such as high-quality special steel — 
special steel varieties with higher 
performance, longer lifespans, envi­
ronmentally friendly characteris­
tics, high-tech content and higher 
added-value special alloys for high- 
end equipment.

The association said that while 
steel demand is expected to contin­
ue decreasing this year, the rate of 
decline is likely to narrow.

“The apparent consumption of 
crude steel in China lias declined

engineering machinery and mining 
equipment is set to rise. There is a 
certain growth potential in the 
demand for steel in high-end pres­
sure vessels, which are used in new 
energy equipment,” he said.

Yao said a primary challenge 
faced by the steel sector is ample 
total supply capacity coupled with 
weakened demand, with a new 
dynamic balance mechanism 
between supply and demand yet to 
be established. He said such a situa­
tion has posed significant challen­
ges for steel companies’ stable 
operations and profitability.

Moreover, steel exports also face 
obstacles due to geopolitical ten­
sions and trade frictions. CISA data 
showed that in 2024, China was 
involved in 33 cases of trade remedy 
investigations, surpassing the total 
number from 2020 to 2023.

In response to these challenges, 
Yao stressed the need to continue 
breaking through in various aspects 
such as constructing a new balance 

between market supply and 
demand, adjusting industrial struc­
tures, developing resource security 
systems, and advancing the develop­
ment of key core technologies. Steel 
enterprises must also fight against 
price-centered hypercompetition 
and continue to promote green and 
low-carbon transformation.

Song Zhiping, head of the China 
Association for Public Companies, 
emphasized the importance of pre­
venting industry-wide competitive 
pressures and further advancing 
structural reforms on the supply 
side. This includes strictly limiting 
homogeneous additions while 
enhancing the absorption capacity 
of surplus production capacity on 
the demand side.

“Enterprises should focus on 
enhancing product differentiation, 
branding and specialization, partic­
ularly by intensifying research and 
development efforts and producing 
high-value-added products,” he 
said.
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west Air's first Airbus A319neo aircraft with DPOS arrives at Chong­
qing Jiangbei International Airport on Thursday. The aircraft will 
shoulder flights bound for destinations in Yunnan province. 
LUO BIN / FOR CHINA DAILY

trillion yuan
total worth of investment 
funds operated by governments 
at all levels nationwide
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CHINA UP-CLOSE

Rich culture inspires Spring Festival goods
Brands look to deepen emotional connections with consumers through designs symbolizing prosperity, adaptability
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A view of a Pop Mart store in Changzhou, Jiangsu province, in January, he xiaoxiao / for china daily
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By WANG ZHUOQIONG
wangzhuoqiong@chinadaily. com.cn

into Ferrero’s signature products. 
The initiative underscores Ferrero’s 
strategy to strengthen its presence 
in China by aligning its offerings 
with important cultural celebra­
tions.

One standout product is the 
“rocher lucky token pack”, inspired 
by Chinese fortune sticks. Each pack 
includes three variations represent­
ing “Luck”, “Wealth” and “Happi­
ness”. Opening the pack reveals a 
hidden message, adding a layer of 
surprise and best wishes to festive 
gifting.

Ferrero has also introduced the 
Ferrero Rocher Tree, a fortune- 
themed product featuring a tree­
shaped design with layers of 
chocolates. Cut-out ingot shapes 
reveal the chocolates inside, creat­
ing a shimmering golden tree that 
symbolizes prosperity. Adorned 
with the auspicious phrase “bring­
ing in wealth and treasures”, the 
product doubles as a decorative 
piece, enhancing its appeal as 
both a gift and a festive home 
accessory.

To meet the increasingly diverse 
preferences of Chinese consumers, 
Ferrero China has integrated its 
brand resources by combining the 
gifting attributes of Ferrero Rocher, 
Ferrero Collection and Kjeldsens.

gatherings and celebrations. 
This year, in collaboration with 

renowned Chinese designer Pan Hu, 
Hsu Fu Chi has introduced a limit­
ed-edition “Sugar Coat” candy buck­
et. The bucket features traditional 
Chinese motifs such as river cliffs 
and floral patterns combined with 
modern design elements. Addition­
ally, it includes a national-style scarf, 
enhancing its visual and cultural 
appeal, making it both a collectible 
and a gift

According to a consultancy Niel­
sen data, Hsu Fu Chi captured 30.2 
percent of the bulk candy market in 
2022, securing its position as a 
leader in the confectionery indus­
try. During the 2023 Spring Festi­
val, the brand achieved a market 
share of 28 percent in the bulk seg­
ment, marking a five-year high. Its 
share in the bulk sugar candy and 
bulk chocolate categories also 
exceeded 35 percent and 40 per­
cent, respectively.

By blending cultural symbolism 
with innovative marketing strate­
gies, Hsu Fu Chi continues to domi­
nate the holiday candy market, 
offering consumers with products 
that resonate with both tradition 
and modernity.

Yu of CTR added that the official 
Spring Festival holiday has been 
extended from seven days to eight, 
with many people likely to take ear­
lier leave, further stimulating holi­
day market demand. He said that 
the government continues to intro­
duce stimulus measures aimed at 
energizing consumption. “Longer 
holidays also present new opportu­
nities for the cultural and travel 
industries,” Yu said.

This approach is designed to drive 
sales by leveraging product comple­
mentarity and enhancing the gifting 
experience during the holiday sea­
son.

“Spring Festival is a precious 
time for family reunions and 
expressing blessings. We value 
emotional connections and are 
committed to strengthening Fer­
rero’s association with major festive 
gifting occasions like Spring Festi­
val through products that blend tra­
dition with modern flair,” said 
Zhang Suyi, general manager of 
Ferrero China.

Hsu Fu Chi, a leading confection­
ery brand, launched a 17-day candy 
tour spanning six major cities 
across China, aiming to spread 
sweetness and joy while driving 
holiday sales.

The “Sweet Tour”, which began on 
Jan 1 in Beijing’s Sanlitun, will travel 
through Zhengzhou of Henan 
province, Wuhan of Hubei province, 
Shanghai, Fuzhou of Fujian 
province, and concludes in Dong­
guan of Guangdong province — Hsu 
Fu Chi’s headquarters.

The company aims to rekindle 
cherished festival memories by dis­
tributing billions of candies during 
the tour. This initiative seeks to 
enhance consumer engagement 
while boosting sales during the 
most significant gifting season in 
China.

Hsu Fu Chi’s signature Spring 
Festival candy jars, featuring eight 
best-selling flavors, remain a sta­
ple of the holiday season. Widely 
regarded as symbols of fortune 
and joy, these candy jars have 
become a popular choice for family
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and inspiration of Chinese local 
designers, but also an opportunity 
for the brand to continue to learn 
about Chinese tastes and aesthetic 
culture.”

For Zara, diversity and creativity 
are of great significance, and new 
Chinese style is also part of the 
brand’s inspiration sources, said the 
president.

As more and more Chinese local 
designers go global, their works 
have also injected inspirational 
vitality into the global fashion stage, 
he added.

The charm of Zara lies in its abili­
ty to integrate different creativity, 
diverse cultures and various fashion 
tastes, thus shaping a more diverse 
and inclusive fashion proposition, 
said the company.

In addition to new apparel, con­
fectionery is also a major gift sector 
during the festival season.

Global confectionery giant Fer­
rero Group, known for its brands 
such as Ferrero Rocher, Ferrero Col­
lection, Kinder and Kjeldsens, has 
unveiled a Spring Festival-themed 
collection to celebrate the Year of 
the Snake, blending traditional ele­
ments with modem design.

This festive lineup features snake- 
inspired designs while incorporat­
ing key symbols of Chinese culture

ha
Zara | AO YES collection is rooted in 
the symbolism of the “Chinese 
Knot”, a traditional motif represent­
ing unity and good fortune.

Timed to coincide with China’s 
most important family reunion 
season, the collection blends tra­
ditional Chinese aesthetics with 
contemporary design, offering 
consumers a fresh interpretation 
of modem Oriental style through 
AO YES’ visual lens, said the 
brand.

On Jan 9, Zara unveiled the limit­
ed edition series at a pop-up space in 
Shanghai. The location featured a 
Victorian-style building that dates 
back to 1897 in an effort to blend 
East and West — a theme central to 
the collaboration. The space was 
transformed into a modem art ven­
ue, anchored by a giant Chinese 
knot sculpture.

Zara launched a live broadcast of 
the pop-up event on its app and offi­
cial website, marking its first cross­
platform livestreaming initiative. 
The brand aimed to enhance online 
consumer engagement by offering 
real-time product showcases and 
interactive content.

Eugenio Bregolat Lukashov, pres­
ident of Inditex Greater China, said, 
“The cooperation with AO YES is 
not only due to the unique creativity
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People browse goods for Spring Festival in Wuzhou, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, in January. 
HE HUAWEN / FOR CHINA DAILY

Customers purchase goods for Spring Festival in Tangshan, Hebei
province, in January, liu mancang/ for china daily

As Spring Festival, the most sig­
nificant annual celebration in the 
country, approaches, global and 
local brands have stepped up efforts 
to deepen emotional connections 
with Chinese consumers, with inno­
vations and designs symbolizing 
prosperity and adaptability to not 
only boost sales, but also strengthen 
their cultural resonance.

Sportswear brand Nike has 
launched its “Agile Snake Welcomes 
the New Year” collection, inspired 
by the snake’s symbolic attributes in 
Chinese traditional culture — wis­
dom, agility and resilience.

The series encourages wearers to 
embrace flexibility and adaptability 
when feeing challenges, aiming to 
infuse the Lunar New Year with 
vitality and growth, according to 
Nike.

Drawing inspiration from the 
snake’s fluid movements, the collec­
tion features distinctive elements 
such as “agile snake patterns”, cop­
per coins symbolizing prosperity 
and spring-themed motifs, said the 
company.

Designed to bring good fortune 
“with every step” the range includes 
men’s, women’s and children’s cate­
gories across lifestyle, basketball, 
running and more, catering to both 
athletic and everyday needs.

Nike has also introduced fresh 
looks for its athlete ambassadors, 
highlighting the collection’s ver­
satility and vibrant energy. Ten­
nis star Zheng Qinwen is 
promoting the women’s Nike 
Dunk Low shoes, which boast a 
classic retro paneled upper, spe­
cially crafted Lunar New Year- 
themed laces and playful Chinese 
knot embellishments.

In the natural world, snakes shed 
their skin to adapt to their growing 
bodies — a process that symbolizes 
change, renewal and self-transcen­
dence in traditional Chinese cul­
ture. Drawing on this rich 
symbolism, Nike Inc’s Jordan brand 
has launched a New Year Transfor­
mation product series to celebrate 
the arrival of the Year of the Snake in 
2025.

Jordan’s new collection has 
merged cultural elements with 
innovative designs, positioning 
itself as a trendsetter in the 
realm of street fashion, said the 
company.

The brand said it offers a blessing 
to the younger generation, encour­
aging them to embrace change, pur­
sue personal growth and fearlessly 
elevate themselves at the start of the 
new year.

“Today’s consumers are more 
rational and value-driven, plac­
ing a strong emphasis on cost-ef­
fectiveness. However, during 
major festivals, they remain will­
ing to spend on experiences and 
emotional connections. Brands 
that can tap into these consumer 
emotions have a great opportuni­
ty for growth,” said Jason Yu, gen­
eral manager of CTR market 
research.

Athletic lifestyle brand Lululem­
on has launched a 2025 Chinese 
New Year Capsule. Inspired by the 
zodiac sign and ancient floral print 
art, the capsule artistically fuses tra­
dition and modernity. Lululemon 
uses a brand-new color palette to 
depict the canvas of spring.

Additionally, serpentine pat­
terns are used to outline lines and 
add lively embellishments, balan­
cing traditional and modern aes­
thetics.

The new series meets the needs of 
various scenarios, whether for lei­
sure or sports, and encourages 
everyone to rediscover the feeling 
and embrace their own spring — a 
time full of hope, passion and vitali­
ty said the company.

Global fashion brand Zara 
recently announced a new collabo­
ration with Chinese brand AO YES, 
introducing a limited edition col­
lection that spans men’s and wom­
en’s apparel as well as home 
products.

This partnership follows Zara’s 
collaborations with other Chi­
nese designers, reflecting the 
brand’s growing focus on 
embracing local cultural ele­
ments and creative talent.

The design inspiration for the
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Chelsea tames Wolves to return
to Premier League top four

AFP AFP

Stuttering PSG faces moment of truth against Man City

club to what it is now.
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Carlo Ancelotti,
Real Madrid coach 

‘Moves only he can make’ 
Real Madrid coach Carlo Ancel­

otti has been patient with Mbappe, 
often defending die forward and 
insisting he needed time to adapt 
to life in the Spanish capital and gel 
with his new teammates.

The Italian also stuck by his guns

he could have punched clear, with 
Doherty poking home.

The home side started the second 
half brightly and was back in front 
on the hour mark when Cucurella 
hooked home on the stretch after 
Madueke’s cross was flicked on by 
Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall.

Five minutes later Chelsea had a 
two-goal cushion when Madueke 
scored his fourth goal of the season 
against Wolves, heading home Cha- 
lobah’s goal-bound effort.

Sanchez palmed a Cunha shot 
behind with 10 minutes to go but 
Chelsea was largely comfortable 
despite the occasional minor scare 
and leapfrogged Newcastle and Man­
chester City, whom they face next.

Former Leicester boss Maresca, in 
his first season in charge at Stam­
ford Bridge, stubbornly insisted his 
team was not in the title race even 
when it was flying high after five 
straight wins from late November.

Starting with a 0-0 draw at Ever­
ton just before Christmas, it took 
just three points from five games 
before returning to wanning ways 
on Monday.

Wolves, who have conceded a 
league-high 51 goals, are outside the 
relegation zone on goal difference 
alone after three straight defeats fol­
lowing a bright start for new manag­
er Vitor Pereira.

courtesy of a late own goal. 
Luis Enrique’s team has scored 

only six goals in six games thus far, 
with three of those coming in the 
away win at a poor Red Bull Salz­
burg side last month.

It comes into the clash with City— 
to whom it has lost four of its last 
five meetings — sitting one point 
and one place outside the qualifying 
spots for next month’s play-off 
round.

Failure to beat the English cham­
pion will see it going into its final 
match of the league phase, away to 
VfB Stuttgart on Jan 29, having to 
win to avoid going out.

To put that into some context, 
PSG lias not gone out in the group 
stage in any of the last 12 seasons 
since returning to the Champions 
League in the wake of the trans­
formative Qatar Sports Investments 
takeover of 2011.

Prior to that its last appearance 
had been in 2004-05, when it fin­
ished bottom of its group with one 
win in six matches.

However, that PSG was to all 
intents and purposes a different

with regard to Mbappe’s position­
ing, insisting from the start of the 
season the Flench hitman should 
play down the middle, leaving Vini- 
cius Jr to stay on the left flank in his 
preferred role.

Mbappe and Vinicius struggled 
to gel, at times occupying the same 
spaces on the pitch.

The team’s 4-0 Clasico humbling 
by bitter rival Barcelona in October 
was a particularly disappointing 
moment for Mbappe, who was 
caught offside numerous times in 
the match by the Catalans’ high 
defensive line.

Left out of the national team 
squads for Nations League matches 
at tiie time by coach Didier Des­
champs and battling with former 
employers Paris Saint-Germain over 
unpaid income, Mbappe seemed 
weighed down and overwhelmed.

MADRID — Just when it seemed 
the pressure of a lifelong dream 
switch to Real Madrid might prove 
too great for Kylian Mbappe to 
overcome, the French superstar 
silenced his doubters.

After a troubled start to life at 
Madrid, Mbappe finally seems at 
home and ready to wreak havoc 
both in Spain and in Europe.

Mbappe’s rediscovered elan 
comes at the perfect time for Real 
Madrid with two crucial Champi­
ons League matches ahead, starting 
with Red Bull Salzburg’s visit to the 
Santiago Bemabeu on Wednesday. 

Madrid then faces Brest on the 
road next week, aiming to secure 
progress to the next phase of the 
competition.

It would be unthinkable for the 
holder and record 15-time European 
champion to suffer an early knock­
out, but after a poor start it is pres­
ently 20th in tiie 36-team group, 
with the bottom 12 teams eliminated. 

Madrid lost at Liverpool, with 
Mbappe missing a penalty, as well 
as against AC Milan at home and 
away at Lille.

Shortly after the defeat at 
Anfield, Mbappe missed another 
spot kick in a La Liga defeat by Ath­
letic Bilbao and it proved a turning 
point for the France captain.

“A big mistake in a match where 
every detail counts, I take full 
responsibility for it,” said Mbappe 
in a post on social media platform 
Instagram.

“It’s the best time to change this 
situation and show who I am.”

Since pledging to turn tilings 
around, Mbappe lias scored eight 
goals in 10 games for Madrid across 
all competitions, including a stun­
ning solo effort against Barcelona 
in the Spanish Super Cup final.

Mbappe also struck as Madrid 
won the Intercontinental Cup 
against Pachuca in December, but 
beyond the goals, he now looks 
every part the devastating, world­
beating talent club president Flor­
entino Perez hoped for.

replacement was signed for Mbappe 
— scorer of 44 goals in the last cam­
paign — when the France captain 
left for Real Madrid.

Goncalo Ramos has missed much

right back Achraf Hakimi and 
France winger Ousmane Dembele 
back will be key — the latter has 
been ill but has six goals in his last 
five appearances.

Meanwhile PSG must hope that 
Bradley Bar cola’s match-winning 
performance last weekend is a sign 
of better things to come from a play­
er who has not scored in the Cham­
pions League this season.

Barcola, 22, has seen his position 
on the left wing come under threat 
following the signing of Khvicha 
Kvaratskhelia from Napoli last 
week for a reported 70 million 
euros ($72 million).

However, the Georgian star is not 
eligible for this game and cannot be 
registered for the match against 
Stuttgart either, so Barcola will have 
his chance to impress against City. 

“He is having an exceptional sea­
son. We all have confidence in him. 
This is tiie best season of his career,” 
said Enrique.

For PSG, this match could be the 
one that defines the season.

Ancelotti persisted with the 
striker and said at the end of 
December Mbappe had bedded in 
and, after a thigh injury, was now 
ready to perform at his best.

“His (adaptation) period, which 
he obviously needed, because 
everyone needs it, is over,” said the 
coach.

“Where does Mbappe have to 
improve? Just in consistency... try­
ing to make the moves that only he 
can make, as often as possible.”

Perhaps unsurprisingly, Ancelot­
ti, a record five-time European Cup 
winner as a coach, was right.

Mbappe’s skill and speed have 
made him unstoppable in recent 
weeks and the 26-year-old looks 
increasingly confident in himself 
with every passing match.

“The Bilbao game was good for 
me, I hit the bottom... and it was a 
moment to realize that I have to 
give everything for this shirt and 
show my personality,” said Mbappe 
at the end of 2024.

Mbappe produced arguably his 
finest display for Madrid as he net­
ted a brace against Las Palmas on 
Sunday to help take Real to tiie top 
of La Liga.

“I have adapted to the team and I 
can play how I want, with my team­
mates, with personality,” he said 
after the game.

Vinicius was suspended against 
Las Palmas but will return in the 
Champions League, and he and 
Mbappe must continue developing 
their partnership.

If Madrid’s dynamic duo can find 
the same wavelength it will be 
ready to defend its status as the 
king of Europe.

Chelsea’s top scorer Cole Palmer, a 
doubt before the game, was fit to 
start as Maresca made five changes 
from last week’s draw against 
Bournemoutii including bringing in 
centerback Trevoh Chalobah, 
recalled from his loan spell at Crys­
tal Palace.

The home side dominated posses­
sion in the early stages and Palmer 
had a couple of early efforts, curling 
one wide and forcing Jose Sa into a 
diving save.

The home side was rewarded for 
its dominance midway through the 
first half when Adarabioyo fired 
home for his first Premier League 
goal for the club.

The defender controlled the ball 
well after it was deflected into his 
path from Reece James’ shot from 
the edge of the box.

A number of Chelsea players were 
in offside positions in a crow'ded 
penalty area and the flag was raised 
but the on-field decision was over­
turned after a VAR check.
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PARIS — A stuttering and entirely 
unconvincing Champions League 
campaign for Paris Saint-Germain 
will come to a head if it loses to Man­
chester City on Wednesday, an out­
come which would leave the French 
club teetering on the brink of an ear­
ly exit.

PSG was handed what seemed 
like the toughest draw of any team 
in this new-look Champions 
League, with Arsenal, Atletico 
Madrid and Bayern Munich among 
its opponents before this meeting 
with Pep Guardiola’s City at the Parc 
des Princes.

But a club that is one of the richest 
and most influential in the world 
game under its Qatari owner has 
still made a mess of things so far, 
even accounting for the difficulties 
of adapting to life without the 
departed Kylian Mbappe.

Beaten semifinalist last season, 
the Parisians deservedly lost away to 
Arsenal and Bayern and succumbed 
to a last-gasp defeat at home to 
Atletico.

They were held at home by PSV 
Eindhoven and only beat Girona

Noni Madueke scores Chelsea’s third goal during a 3-1 English Premier League win against Wolver­
hampton Wanderers at Stamford Bridge. London, on Monday, action images via Reuters

Sanchez blunder
Wolves, anaemic in attack for 

most of the first half, came back into 
the game as halftime approached, 
scoring with their first shot on tar­
get thanks to Sanchez’s error.

The visiting side won a corner and 
the goalkeeper dropped the 
inswinging delivery from Matheus 
Cunha under intense pressure when

No Kvaratskhelia yet
The lack of goals this season 

underlines the fact that no direct

Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe (right) fights for the ball with Las 
Palmas' Fabio Silva during a Spanish league match at the Santi­
ago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid on Sunday, afp

"All1
Paris Saint-Germain's Bradley Barcola celebrates scoring his side's
winning goal during a 2-1 French Ligue 1 victory against Lens in 
Lens, France, on Saturday. Reuters

of the season due to injury and Ran­
dal Kolo Muani lias fallen so far out 
of favor that PSG decided to send 
the French international out on loan 
in tiie January window, 18 months 
after he signed a 90 million-euro 
($93.6m) deal.

At least PSG’s domestic form has 
been relentless, with a comeback 
win at Lens on Saturday moving it 
nine points clear on top of Ligue 1. 

“We are in a good dynamic going 
into a competition in which we have 
a lot of hope,” said Luis Enrique, 
who will renew acquaintances with 
his old Barcelona teammate Pep 
Guardiola.

The problem is that PSG’s domes­
tic dominance has not always prov­
en very relevant in the past when it 
has come to its results in Europe, 
often underwhelming albeit rarely 
a problem before the knockout 
stage.

“We find ourselves in this situa­
tion because of our performances,” 
Enrique said of his team’s European 
travails last week. “But we are pre­
pared and we are optimistic.” 

Having the brilliant attacking

His (adaptation) 
period, which he 
obviously needed, 
because everyone 
needs it, is over. 
Where does Mbappe 
have to improve? 
Just in consistency­
trying to make the 
moves that only he 
can make, as often as 
possible.”

Striker’s form 
comes at right 
time when Real 
faces Red Bull ■ It•••
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LONDON — Chelsea overcame a 
howler from goalkeeper Robert San­
chez to beat relegation-threatened 
Wolves 3-1 on Monday, ending a five- 
game winless run to climb back into 
the Premier League’s top four.

Enzo Maresca’s team was just two 
points behind leader Liverpool in 
mid-December, raising hopes of an 
unlikely title challenge before losing 
its way.

Now it is back on track to qualify 
for next season’s Champions League 
after second-half goals from Marc 
Cucurella and Noni Madueke 
spared Sanchez’s blushes.

The Spanish goalkeeper had 
dropped the ball moments before 
halftime, allowing Matt Doherty to 
cancel out Tosin Adarabioyo’s open­
er.

Maresca said Chelsea had domi­
nated the first 40 minutes before 
problems that have haunted it in 
recent weeks returned.

“We lost a little bit of confidence, 
we conceded a goal and we started 
to struggle a little bit and then the 
second half I think we started quite 
well and then after the second and 
third goals the game was in control,” 
he told Sky Sports.

He added: “In the past five games 
we didn’t win but I said many times 
that the performance was there. We 
created many chances, we didn’t 
score and tonight finally we scored 
three goals.”
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