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In his second stint as United 
States President, Donald Trump got 
off on the wrong foot with the Arab 
world by brazenly proposing to dis­
place Palestinians from their ances­
tral homeland while simultaneously 
suggesting taking away portions of 
Egyptian and Jordanian territories 
to accommodate Palestinian refu­
gees. The proposal not only disre­
gards international law and basic 
norms but also infringes on the ter­
ritorial integrity of two sovereign 
nations.

The new7 US administration 
assumed office at a time the global 
order is going through a deep struc­
tural shift, including in the Middle

By PENG CHAO in Chengdu 
and ZHOU HUIYING in Harbin

Contact the writers at
ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn

place Palestinian people. A ministe­
rial meeting on Feb 1 of six Arab 
states — Palestine, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Jordan and Qatar — in addition to 
the Arab League — rebuffed the 
proposal and refused to even con­
sider it for discussion. 

The latest proposal is another 
step in the wrong direction by the 
US administration. Although the 
Middle East is still dealing with the 
consequences of US adventurism in 
the region, the recent arrogant pub­
lic statements by some US and Isra­
eli officials that they are on a
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Translated versions of Xi’s book fly off shelves 
as countries try to learn from China’s story
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supportive measures in the pipeline, 
Sun said he expects to see a pickup 
in consumption.

At a study session held last week by 
the State Council, China’s Cabinet, 
Premier Li Qiang emphasized boost­
ing consumption and improving peo­
ple’s livelihoods through stronger 
and more targeted measures, in a bid 
to strengthen the fundamental role of 
consumption in driving economic 
development.

Wang Tao, chief China economist 
at UBS Investment Bank, said her 
team expects the government to 
ramp up fiscal spending to support 
consumption and the household sec­
tor, including more than doubling 
the size of the trade-in program to 
over 300 billion yuan ($41.3 billion). 

“These much-anticipated meas­
ures could gradually help underpin 
household confidence and unleash 
consumption potential in the long 
run,” Wang said.

On the monetary front, Wang said 
she anticipates that the two sessions 
will follow the “moderately loose” 
monetary policy tone set during the 
recent Central Economic Work Con­
ference, with an explicit call for low­
ering the funding cost of corporate 
financing and household credit, cut­
ting reserve requirement ratios and 
policy rates.

Poverty alleviation has gar­
nered widespread attention in 
Uzbekistan. When the book w'as 
released in the country in 2023, 
Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziy- 
oyev wrote the foreword.

“The book traces the arduous 
road of poverty alleviation that 
China has gone through with 
vivid examples, profoundly 
summarizes China’s practical 
experience in poverty allevia­
tion, and highlights the hard­
working quality of the Chinese 
people.”

The book was first published in 
1992, and has continued to hold 
significant value for national 
social governance for more than 
30 years, the Uzbek president 
wrote, adding that the rich con­
notation and spiritual value con­
tinue to be widely studied by 
economists, political scientists, 
and a broad range of readers.

Calling China’s success in pov­
erty alleviation a “miracle” Mir- 
ziyoyev wrote that he is pleased 
to see that Uzbekistan and China 
are helping each other and mov­
ing forward hand in hand in the 
process of solving similar or 
identical development issues.

Mirzaakhmedova said many 
people in the Central Asian coun­
try have already read the book, 
not only government officials but 
also ordinary people who are 
interested in China.

“When I returned to Uzbekis­
tan and expressed my desire to 
buy 10 copies of the book, I was 
told that they were sold out.”

Mirzaakhmedova said that she 
believes that different readers 
look at the book from different 
perspectives — some from a 
political angle while others focus 
on economy, but all stand to 
learn from China’s experiences.

Active bilateral cooperation to 
reduce poverty is deemed by the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry as a 
highlight of the comprehensive 
cooperation between the two 
countries.

The Central Asian nation has 
been piloting and promoting 
China’s poverty reduction expe­
rience across its regions. It has 
sent multiple delegations to 
China in order to gain firsthand 
understanding of local experi­
ences in areas such as agricul­
tural development and rural 
vitalization.

Su Chang, a research fellow at 
the Chinese Academy of Social

East, where the US’
 role is being rede­

fined. The US is find­
ing itself dealing with
an increasingly unfa­

miliar world and an assertive Mid­
dle East, which is defying US
diktats while remaining deter­
mined to realize its full potential.

This has been clearly demon­
strated by the Arab nations’ flat-out 
rejection of the US proposal to dis-

Chinese policymakers will likely 
adopt a more pro-growth stance and 
strengthen “extraordinary countercy­
clical measures” to spur die economy 
amid pressing challenges from slug­
gish domestic demand and external 
uncertainties, economists said.

They anticipate a new round of 
stimulus packages focusing on driv­
ing domestic demand and boosting 
consumption to address domestic 
structural issues, offset the rising 
headwinds from a grimmer interna­
tional environment and foster sus­
tainable, high-quality growth in the 
long run.

The economists also said they 
believe that measures in the pipeline 
may include more public borrowing 
and spending, with a growing shift of 
policy emphasis to consumption, 
enhanced financial support for low- 
income households, and increased 
spending on the property sector via 
the buying back of land or by helping 
developers finish presold homes.

Their comments came as the mar­
ket is closely watching how China will 
draw' up grow'th targets and policies to 
revive the world’s second-largest econ­
omy when China’s top legislative and 
political advisory bodies meet at the 
annual two sessions in early March.

Noting that the broader economy 
is still facing pressures from a harsh-
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Study finds cities 
choosing similar 
official flowers

er external environ­
 ment and still-weak

domestic demand, 
Sun Xuegong, direct­
or of the department 

of policy study and consultation at 
die Chinese Academy of Macroeco­
nomic Research, said that policy­
makers will likely introduce a 
package of stimulus measures aimed 
at boosting market confidence and 
stabilizing expectations. The acade­
my is part of the National Develop­
ment and Reform Commission, the 
country’s top economic regulator.

As authorities pledged to imple­
ment extraordinary countercyclical 
policies this year, Sun highlighted 
the need to expand fiscal expendi­
ture, with policy focus shifting to 
spurring consumption.

“We need a comprehensive policy 
mix to boost consumption,” Sun said 
in an exclusive interview with China 
Daily. “The government has already 
announced raising the pension level 
and providing subsidies to the low- 
income group. And this year, the 
country will extend the program of 
trade-in deals for consumer goods 
and expand the scope to more fields 
of consumption.”

With a series of existing policies 
taking effect gradually and more

Winter sports at Beidahu
attract numerous enthusiasts
SPORTS, PAGE 16

hang Jiajia felt like she 
was flying as she glided 
down a 521-meter-long 

ice slide, her one-minute expe­
rience making the wait in line 
for over an hour worthwhile. 

“It’s incredibly thrilling, 
and my heart soared with me,” 
said Zhang, a tourist from 
East China’s Zhejiang prov­
ince, after trying the Super Ice 
Slide at Harbin Ice and Snow' 
World in Heilongjiang prov­
ince.
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page 12

TWO 
SESSIONS

As Uzbekistan increasingly
looks eastward for development
solutions, especially for poverty
alleviation, linguist Dilsora Mir­
zaakhmedova is trying to intro­
duce China’s development
philosophy to the Central Asian
country while building bridges for
cross-cultural communication.

Invited by the Chinese Embassy
in Uzbekistan, Mirzaakhmedova,
an associate professor at Minzu
University of China’s School of
Foreign Studies, spent nearly a
year from 2021 to 2022 translating
the book Up and Out of Poverty
into Uzbek.

The book is a compilation of 
President Xi Jinping’s speeches
and articles from 1988 to 1990
when he was secretary of the 
Communist Party of China Ning-
de Prefectural Committee in
Fujian province. Ningde, once
among the most impoverished
regions in Fujian, declared itself
poverty free in 2018.

It outlines Xi’s perspectives on
various topics including economic
development, construction of the
Party, cultural advancement and
talent cultivation.

Although Mirzaakhmedova
has rich experience in translating
Chinese books into Uzbek — she
began studying Chinese in 2005,
finished her master’s degree and
then obtained a PhD in the lan­
guage — she was hesitant to take
up this task at first.

“TYanslating political books is
particularly challenging,” Mir­
zaakhmedova recalled. “However,
after reading it, I w'as captivated
by its clear and accessible lan­
guage as well as the profound
ideas it presents. That’s when I
decided to take up the task.”

“It is a book that talks about 
China’s politics, society and his­
tory,” she said, adding that the
chapters discussing how to
improve education impressed
her the most as she believes that
education plays a crucial role in
poverty alleviation.

“President Xi prioritizes educa­
tion, and in Uzbekistan, our presi­
dent shares a similar vision. The
phrase that “it takes a decade to
grow a tree but a century to nurture
a person’ resonates deeply with our
own educational policies.”

“Even with the best economic
policies, if education lags behind,
poverty alleviation wall not be 

 
sustainable,” she said.
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Harbin, one of China’s cold­
est cities, emerged as the 
nation’s most popular tourist 
spot early last year, followed by 
Tianshui in Gansu province, 
Altay in the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, and 
Shanxi province.

The breathtaking landscape, 
exhilarating ice and snow 
sports programs, and an invit­
ing atmosphere — which 
included offering free rides, 
rolling out carpets on icy 
streets, and free frozen pears 
for visitors — made the “ice 
city” a social media sensation 
and a top winter tourism desti­
nation.

Cutting-edge features help set 
homegrown aircraft apart 
BUSINESS, PAGE 10

V

Country’s top 
travel destinations 
boosted by online 
celebrity, quality 

services for visitors
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Commuters try to force their way into a bus in Santiago, capital of 
Chile, on Tuesday, after a massive power outage brought public 
transport to a halt. The blackout forced the evacuation of the San­
tiago subway. Chile’s president declared a state of emergency till 
power supply was restored, javier Torres / afp See story, page 8

Federal workers in the United States gather at the Hart Senate Office Building on Capitol Hill, Washington, to meet with US senators over 
the large-scale termination of government employees. More than 20 civil service employees resigned on Tuesday from Elon Musk’s Depart­
ment of Government Efficiency, stating that they refused to use their technical expertise to ‘‘dismantle critical public services", celal gune / 
anadolu via getty images See story, page 8
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Cities: Distinctive identities seen as key to success
From page 1
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ZhuXingxin in Taiyuan
andMaJingna in Lanzhou
contributed to this story.

Official statistics show that during 
the last snow season, Harbin received 
over 87 million visits, a 300 percent 
increase year-on-year, and generated 
124.8 billion yuan ($17 billion) in 
tourism revenue, up 500 percent.

□

However, no game has ever triggered 
such a significant surge in touiism 
enthusiasm in China as Black Myth: 
Wukong.

come to sample the local dishes such 
as its filmed malatang, which is so 
popular that one vendor’s tired 
expression, overwhelmed by custom­
er demand, has gone viral,” she said. 

Sun said the key to success for the 
“internet celebrity” cities lies in 
their ability to develop a distinctive 
identity, which requires them to 
offer something that cannot be rep­
licated elsewhere.

The rise of “internet celebrity” cit­
ies is also triggering a fundamental 
shift in urban governance and desti­
nation management When some­
thing about a city’s culture goes 
viral, its administration must be 
ready to handle the ensuing popu­
larity and cash in on it, she added.

Jiang Yiyi, deputy dean of the 
sport, leisure and tourism school of 
Beijing Sport University, said that 
improving tourism infrastructure 
and services should be the first pri­
ority, as quality tourism services are 
key to propelling the industry’s 
high-quality development.

Harbin’s promotion, for example, 
has been successful not only because 
of its ice and snow show, but also its 
welcoming and thoughtful services, 
which show its concern for tourists, 
she said. “However, if cultural tour­
ism departments and travel agencies 
believe they can replicate the success 
of Harbin by blindly following its 
promotional methods, they are 
wrong,” Jiang said.

She suggested that cities identify 
their tourism advantages, focus on 
their unique selling points and 
develop branded cultural tourism 
products to attract more visitors.

larity of Tianshui’s matafczngled to a 
53 percent increase in visits last year. 

To attract and retain tourists, the 
scenic area will upgrade its infra­
structure and create new visitor 
experiences this year, he said.

The rise in malatang consumption 
has also boosted the production, pro­
cessing and sales of local agricultural 
products, especially the raw materi­
als used in its production.

Xie Gong, general manager of Xiao- 
lage Agricultural Technology Co, who 
has grown Gangu chili peppers for 
three years, a main ingredient of Tian- 
shui malatang, expanded the plant­
ing area from 33.3 to 100 hectares as 
demand for the product soared. 

“Previously, I only sold fresh or 
dried chili peppers. After malatang 
became popular, I registered my 
own brand and set up a plant to pro­
duce a range of products, including 
chili powder, chili oil and chili 
sauce,” he said.

From March to August last year, 
major chili distributors in Gangu 
county sold 1,118.2 metric tons of cliili 
products, with total sales of 44.6 mil­
lion yuan, a fivefold increase year-on- 
year, according to statistics from the 
county’s agriculture and rural affairs 
bureau.

a

Shanxi’s tourism skyrocketed in pop­
ularity overnight almost solely due to 

Black Myth:

Left: Tourists line up to buy steamed buns at a morning market in Harbin. Heilongjiang province, on Jan 28. Middle: Visitors enjoy the thrill of the Super Ice Slide at Harbin Ice and Snow World on Jan 5. photos by

liu yang / xinhua Right: People take photos of the Buddhist statues at the Maiji Mountain Grottoes in Tianshui, Gansu province, on Nov 2. chen bin / xinhua

Below: Tourists take a self­
ie in the Central Street of 
Harbin, Heilongjiang prov­
ince, on Jan 30.
WANG JIANWEI / XINHUA

a video game 
Wukong.

Sun Jing, who drove with her par­
ents during the National Day holiday 
in October to visit the Xiaoxitian sce­
nic area in Xixian county, said it was 
the popularity of the video game that 
prompted the trip.

“Although I’m aware of Shanxi’s 
rich cultural heritage and ancient 
architecture, I still couldn’t help but 
be amazed when I saw them in per­
son,” she said.

The game, based on the classic Chi­
nese novel Journey to the West, quick­
ly gained worldwide popularity after 
its release in August, fueling a tour­
ism boom as travelers sought to view 
the ancient Chinese architecture 
depicted in the game. Twenty-seven 
out of the 36 scenes in the game are 
inspired by the province’s rich cultur­
al heritage.

In August, the province saw a 50 
percent increase in visits and an 
impressive 120 percent rise in hotel 
bookings compared with the previ­
ous month, according to travel portal 
Iliniu.

Chen Shaoqing, first-level inspec­
tor at Shanxi’s culture and tourism 
department, said that by the end of 
last year, social media topics spurred 
by the game and related to the prov­
ince’s cultural tourism and ancient 
architecture had been viewed more 
than 10 billion times.

To turn the internet traffic into 
actual tourist visits, the department 
launched the “Travel Shanxi with 
Wukong” campaign on Aug 22, intro­
ducing three themed tourist routes 
and an eight-day self-driving tour.

Liu Xiaogang, the person in charge 
of Xiaoxitian, said the daily visitor 
numbers remain high compared 
with previous years. The scenic area 
had to raise its daily visitor capacity 
from 3,000 to 10,000, due to the 
unexpected huge influx of tourists.

By the end of November, the scenic 
area had received a record 653,100 
visits, a year-on-year increase of 394 
percent, he said.

Liu said the scenic area is building 
a digital display platform that uses 
virtual reality and augmented reality 
technologies to offer an immersive 
experience of the Buddha statues. It 
will also enhance its appeal to visitors 
by adding recreational facilities, 
developing vegetarian dishes and 
staging immersive performances.

Lu Yi, director of the Shanxi Insti­
tute for Ancient Architecture, Col­
ored Sculpture and Mural Protection 
and Research, said the success of 
Black Myth: Wukong and the atten­
tion it has brought to Shanxi’s cultur­
al heritage demonstrates the 
immense potential of the digital cul­
ture industry in promoting culture 
and boosting tourism.

Many classic video games are 
dubbed “travel simulators” For 
example, the highly acclaimed Grand 
Theft Auto V is set in a city modeled 
after Los Angeles, while Assassin’s 
Creed accurately re-creates Paris.
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Online excitement
The emergence of “internet celeb­

rity” cities reflects deeper shifts in the 
country’s cultural and tourism con­
sumption patterns, highlighting a 
growing demand for immersive, 
experiential and interactive tourism, 
experts said.

Sun Jiuxia, a professor at the 
School of Tourism Management of 
Sun Yat-sen University, said people 
no longer seek just traditional tour­
ist destinations, but also authentic 
cultural practices they can partici­
pate in.

“In Tianshui, for example, tourists

Ice-and-snow fever
This winter, Harbin has been expe­

riencing another tourism boom with 
upgraded tourism facilities, 
improved visitor sendees and an 
international sports event.

During the Spring Festival holiday, 
which ran from Jan 28 through Feb 4, 
the city welcomed 12.15 million visi­
tors, a 20.4 percent year-on-year 
increase. It also saw a 144.7 percent 
surge in inbound tourists during this 
period, according to statistics from 
Harbin’s culture, radio, television 
and tourism bureau.

The 9th Asian Winter Games, held 
from Feb 7 through 14, attracted 
1,200 athletes from 34 Asian coun­
tries and regions, putting the city 
under the spotlight. Meituan Travel 
said searches for “Asian Winter 
Games” surged 862 percent on its 
platform in the first week of February 
compared with the previous month. 

Harbin Ice and Snow World, the 
city’s iconic attraction, had over 3 mil­
lion visits, a record for the event, dur­
ing its 52 days of operation.

Built with 300,000 cubic meters of 
ice and snow, die park was expanded 
to 1 million square meters this winter, 
the largest since it started in 1999.

Luo Xin, deputy general manager 
of Harbin Ice-Snow World Co, said 
the venue integrated elements of the 
Asian Winter Games, creating a more 
dazzling winter wonderland.

The number of lanes at this year’s 
Super Ice Slide, the longest the park 
has ever had, was increased from 16 
to 24. A 300-meter-long windproof 
structure was erected in the line-up 
area, allowing visitors to enjoy the 
scenery while being protected from 
the cold.

“A series of activities, including an 
ice harvest festival, a new fantasy 
show, outdoor performances and ice 
carving competitions, have enriched 
the visitor experience,” Luo said.

Wang Hongxin, director of Har­
bin’s culture, radio, television and 
tourism bureau, said the city has 
been striving to provide a thorough 
and multilevel experience for domes­
tic as well as foreign tourists.

There are over 1,300 bank bran­
ches in the city that can handle for­
eign currency exchanges and more 
than 5,800 shops that can accept for­
eign card payments, he said.

On Harbin’s Central Street, icy 
stairs were covered with nonslip car­
pets, while the railings were wrapped 
in frost-resistant material. Tourists 
had easy access to services including 
free Wi-Fi, temporary rest areas, gin­
ger tea, hot water and luggage stor­
age.

The city also launched eight spe­
cial tourist bus routes that connected 
nearly all major attractions and ice- 
and-snow tourism facilities. In 
addition, the Harbin Metro 
extended its operating hours 
to better serve visitors.

____
Above: People visit the Guangsheng Temple in Linfen, Shanxi province, in September, provided to china daily Below left: Visitors pose for a pho­
to in front of the gate of Fuxi ancient town in Tianshui, Gansu province. hou chonghui / for china daily Below right: People wait in fine after they 
select food ingredients for their malatang at a restaurant in Tianshui. feng lekai / for china daily
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Malatang s magic
Tianshui, a lesser-known small city 

in Northwest China, gained in popu­
larity simply because of a signature 
street snack — a spicy hotpot called 
malatang.

Ha Haiying, owner of Ha Haiying 
Malatang, never expected that her 
restaurant would experience a huge 
increase in customers because of a 
short video.

In February last year, a seven-sec­
ond video featuring the malatang 
served at Ha’s restaurant went viral 
on social media, drawing a large 
influx of food enthusiasts and social 
media influencers to Tianshui to 
explore its culinary delights and 
share their experiences online.

Ha said the customer numbers tri­
pled or quadrupled soon after the 
video’s release, a phenomenon she 
had never experienced in her 28-year 
restaurant career. “The customer 
flow lias dropped from the peak peri­
od, but it still takes over an hour to 
get a seat on weekends and holidays,” 
she said.

He Xiaozu, head of Gansu’s cul­
ture and tourism department, said 
malatang transformed Tianshui 
into a popular travel destination, 
bringing the provincial tourism 
market into peak season two 
months earlier than usual.

Statistics from Tianshui’s culture 
and tourism bureau show that the 
city, with 3 million residents, received 
59.5 million visits in 2024, up 23.9 
percent year-on-year, and generated 
tourism revenue of 38.3 billion yuan, 
an increase of 25.6 percent.

Zhang Hui, deputy director of the 
Maiji Mountain scenic area’s man­
agement committee, said the popu-

Il1
\ 11

t ■

(j '!

BJ

2 | Thursday, February 27,2025

Black Myth miracle 
Unlike Harbin, which 

draws tourists through 
innovative strategies 
and detailed services,
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Inflation vexes US consumers
a

Claire, 34, a New York resident 

Book: Essential reading material for international leaders
From page 1 < r

A
■V

Xinhua contributed to this story.

Policy: US should forge partnership on equal footing
From page 1

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/07/2025 3:21:32 PM

i

handedly define the new global 
order?

Israel is an integral part of the 
US strategy' in the region. Despite 
being suppoited by the massive 
Western war and propaganda 
machines, Israel is too tiny and too 
weak to change the Middle East. 
The Israelis, excluding Palestinian 
citizens, number less than 2 per­
cent of the Arabs; their economic 
output, in purchasing power parity 
terms, is approximately 5 percent 
of that of the Arabs, and their geo­
graphic area, which they are yet to 
define, is a minuscule fraction of 
the huge Arab landmass of 13 mil­
lion square kilometers.

The US policies of the last 25 
years, from the disastrous Iraq 
War and the Arab Spring chaos to 
the unconditional support for Isra­
eli war crimes, have backfired and 
caused the US to lose the long 
game in the Arab and Muslim 
world. Recent survey results in 
Tunisia revealed a stark 90 percent 
negative perception of the US in 
the country, highlighting a signifi­
cant shift in sentiment, especially 
since Oct 7,2023. On the other 
hand, the respondents’ view of 
China was 75 percent positive. 

The displacement proposal con­
tent is not as surprising as the identi­
ty of the person who has announced 

it. This is the first time that a US offi­
cial, let alone a US president, has 
publicly suggested the removal of 
Palestinians from their land. 

This is not outside-the-box think­
ing; this is way outside any box. 
The idea is detached from reality, 
history and international law, and 
most importantly, it is divorced 
from the universal consensus on 
the Palestinian unalienable right to 
self-determination and the estab­
lishment of a Palestinian state 
based on 1967 borders with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

The Palestinian cause is not a 
real estate case disputed by two 
businesspeople; it is much deeper 

than that. It is about protecting 
and restoring the Palestinians’ 
right to live in dignity in a state of 
their own in their homeland, guar­
anteed under international law and 
numerous UN resolutions.

Unlike most Israelis who have 
dual citizenship, Palestinians view 
this land as an integral part of their 
dignity, life, history and future.
Unlike most Israelis, who have oth­
er places to go to — more than half 
a million Israelis have reportedly 
left the country since Oct 7,2023 — 
the Palestinians have nowhere else 
to go, hence their unwavering 
determination to stay on their land. 

Many in the Arab world hope 
that the US administration 
acknowledges that instead of futile­
ly and perilously attempting to 
impose its will on the Arab world 

Contact the writers at
xinxin@chinadaily.com.cn
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and, in the process, deepening mis­
givings about US trustworthiness 
and risking further loss of influ­
ence, the US should forge a new 
policy of a mutually beneficial part­
nership on an equal footing.

If the US and Israeli officials 
are so concerned about the well­
being of the Palestinian people in 
Gaza and genuinely want to help 
them, a good idea would be to 
place them back in their original 
cities on historical Palestinian 
land from which they were vio­
lently and unlawfully expelled in 
the first place.

mission to “reshape the Middle 
East” are outrageous, and have 
caused a huge uproar in the Arab 
world.

Unlike the US of post-World 
War II and post-Cold War that 
was supremely powerful and self­
confident, the current US is con­
fused and paralyzed domestically 
while exhausted and insecure 
internationally. Such a US is fail­
ing its own people; how can it 
take the lead in shaping or 
reshaping the Middle Eastern 
order against the will of die 
regional states, let alone single­

The author is former adviser to the 
chairman of the Abu Dhabi Execu­
tive Office and an Asia Global fellow
at the Asia Global Institute of the 
University of Hong Kong.

By XIN XIN in Sydney 
and XU FAN

Ready for 
Ramadan

The reason for the persistent 
inflation and high cost of goods 
is varied, say analysts. Some busi­
nesses may have “preemptively 
raised prices in anticipation of 
higher and broad tariffs on import­
ed goods”, Reuters reported.

Trump’s current tariffs include 
10 percent on all Chinese goods 
and across-the-board-tariffs on 
steel and aluminum. While his 
proposed 25 percent tariffs on 
goods from Mexico and Canada 
was put on hold on Feb 3, they are 
scheduled to take effect in March, 
he confirmed.

Mexico sent 63 percent of its 
vegetable exports to the United 
States, and 47 percent of its fruit 
and nut exports, according to US 
Department of Agriculture data. 

“The high prices in stores and in 
general are almost burdensome,” 
said Arnold Pri, 55, a financial 
adviser from Brooklyn, New York. 
“I think a lot of families are expe­
riencing hardship due to the high 
price of eggs, high price of gas. 
They have to do something. It’s 
just whether this administration 
can fix it.

“I’m coping. But you know, 
you’re pulling back on discretion­
ary spending. I graduated with 
a bachelor’s in economics, so I 
understand the impact of tariffs, 
and that it is inflationary. I think 
that [the government] believes 
that the benefit of the revenue that 
they receive will offset it. And I’m 
not quite sure that’s going to be 
the case.”

US Vice-President J.D. Vance 
urged consumers to be patient, 
telling CBS News that “Rome 
wasn’t built in a day,” adding that

and social protection. It has not only 
developed infrastructure but also 
created long-term opportunities for 
self-improvement for the under­
privileged through the advance­
ment of education, healthcare and 
vocational training,” he said.

In addition to the Uzbek edition, 
the book Up and Out of Poverty was 
translated into English and French in 
2017, and then published in Spanish, 
Cyrillic Mongolian, Hausa, Swahili 
and Lao in the following years.

In November last year, the Portu­
guese version of the book was 
launched.

With its unique anti-poverty theory 
with Chinese characteristics that can 

be drawn upon, the book has become 
an essential reading material for 
many international leaders, especially 
for those from the Global South.

Osmar Junior, executive secre­
tary of Brazil’s Ministry of Develop­
ment and Social Assistance, Family 
and Fight against Hunger, said the 
book holds even greater signifi­
cance in a world of turbulence and 
transformation.

He said the book shares profound 
insights into national governance 
and social development, offering 
valuable lessons on poverty allevia­
tion and sustainable development.

By BELINDA ROBINSON
in New York

belindarobinson@chinadailyusa.com

A growing number of middle­
class Americans say they are find­
ing it challenging to cope with 
inflation. The price increases have 
led them to cut spending in order 
to afford food, gas and groceries. 

“My grocery bill went from $150 
for two weeks of grocery shopping 
to $250,” Claire, 34, of New York, 
who declined to give her surname, 
told China Daily. “It’s awful. It’s 
absolutely enough.

“I think everybody who has the 
power to fix it is benefiting from it. 
So, they’re making us think they’re 
trying to fix it, but they’re not,” she 
said. “I won’t be affected by tariffs 
because I try and shop local as 
much as possible.”

Inflation jumped to 3 percent in 
January and is picking up again. 
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
rose 0.5 percent last month, the 
biggest gain since August 2023 
on goods and services, up from 
0.4 in December, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). 

For many shoppers, grocer­
ies are now among their biggest 
expenses, as the cost of meat, poul­
try and fish has soared. Some are 
paying $8.99 or more for a dozen 
eggs amid an avian flu outbreak, 
when the average price was $4.15

makers continue to innovate 
while staying authentic to their 
cultural heritage, I think we’ll see 
more and more Chinese stories 
making an impact worldwide,” 
she added.

Ne Zha 2 was officially released 
in four Oceania countries, Austra­
lia, New Zealand, Fiji and Papua 
New Guinea, on Feb 13.

The Chinese embassy in Fij i held 
an event for audiences to view the 
film on Feb 22, amid celebrations to 
mark the 50th anniversary of dip­
lomatic relations between China 
and Fiji.

Nearly 400 people, including 
local and Chinese officials, politi­
cians, diplomats, overseas Chinese 
and Fijian citizens attended the 
event, according to an embassy 
statement.

Audiences ‘lauded the film for its 
captivating traditional Chinese 
aesthetics, profound cultural con­
notations ...the world-class special 
effects were also highly commend­
ed”, it said.

China’s ambassador to Fiji, 
Zhou Jian, said in a speech that 
Ne Zha 2 brings “a visual feast of 
Chinese traditional culture to the 
world”.

“As this year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between 
China and Fiji, we hope that the 
two countries will carry forward 
Ne Zha’s spirit of bravery and 
hard work to create a bright 
future for China-Fiji relation­
ship,” he added.

A diplomat from the embassy in 
Fiji told China Daily that impressed 
audiences remained glued to the 
screen for the post-credit scene of 
the film.

The embassy is also set to host a 
Chinese film week later this year as 
part of the anniversary celebrations. 

Zhi Feina, a professor at the Chi­
nese National Academy of Arts, 
said that NeZha 2, which has been 
released overseas in subtitled ver­
sions, has not reached many for­
eign moviegoers who are more 
accustomed to watching films 
with English dubs.

Compared to director Ang 
Lee’s Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon and director Zhang Yim­
ou’s Hero, the top-grossing Chi­
nese films in North America, Ne 
Zha2’s cultural backdrop, involv­
ing knowledge of Taoism, may 
pose a challenge in engaging 
more foreign moviegoers.

Lynn Wu, a 43-year-old Chinese 
immigrant in Brisbane, recalled 
that she accompanied her two 
children to watch Ne Zha 2 in the 
opening week but found that it 
had limited screenings in nearby 
cinemas.

“We hope such an excellent Chi­
nese film could have more promo­
tions so that more locals could 
know about the movie,” she said.

“consumers are going to see lower' 
prices at the pump and at the gro­
cery store, but it’s going to take a 
little bit of time”.

A reduction in prices can’t come 
soon enough for Duke Stewart, 45, 
from Brooklyn, New York, who 
said that the cost of food is “crazy 
right now.”

“Everything is going up, espe­
cially food,” Stewart said. “I used 
to spend more money on clothes 
and things like that, but now I 
spend more on food. I want the 
prices to come down. Not sure 
what they can do.”

The Conference Board’s Con­
sumer Confidence Index for Feb­
ruary released Tuesday fell to 98.3 
— the largest monthly decline 
since August 2021.

The University of Michigan’s 
February survey showed consum­
er sentiment declined in February, 
down 10 percent from January.

The president’s overall plan to 
tackle inflation involves cutting 
taxes, weeding out waste with the 
Department of Government Effi­
ciency, or DOGE, and increasing 
oil-drilling leases.

“I think that the idea that they 
can provide tax cuts means they’re 
not thinking about the impact that 
will have,” Pri said. “We have to 
find that money in order to pay off 
our debt, so they want to increase 
the debt and give the rich tax 
breaks.

“I’m in the finance business, and 
I look at this on a daily basis, and 
what’s on the surface is not what’s 
below,” he said. “We are headed 
into some very tough times, and 
people are walking around not 
understanding that.”

Sciences’ Institute of Russian, East­
ern European and Central Asian 
Studies, said that Uzbekistan’s 
enthusiasm for learning from Chi­
na’s poverty reduction strategies 
reflects both a pressing domestic 
need and strong recognition of Chi­
na’s development model.

Uzbekistan acknowledges China’s 
success in economic development 
and social governance, seeing China’s 
poverty reduction model as both 
practical and adaptable, Su said.

“Uzbekistan has already seen 
notable progress in poverty reduc­
tion, and China’s experience has 
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Laborers sort 
bananas on Tuesday 
at a market in Kara­
chi, Pakistan, in 
anticipation of 
increased demand 
for fruits during the 
holy month of Rama­
dan, which is expect­
ed to begin on Mar 1. 
REHAN KHAN / EPA-EFE

China’s animated blockbuster 
Ne Zha 2 continues to make waves 
at the international box office, 
with its massive earnings in Aus­
tralia and New Zealand further 
boosting its success in Oceania.

The fantasy adventure film rose 
to second place in New Zealand’s 
weekend total box office list by 
Sunday, according to the coun­
try’s industry tracker Numero.

In Australia, the film took third 
spot with at least A$l,504,128 
($948,879) in takings from the 
weekend.

James Curtis, an undergraduate 
student in Sydney who had watched 
the film, said he was impressed by 
its storyline and animation.

“I can understand why local and 
foreign moviegoers crowded the 
cinema for this,” said the 20-year- 
old. “I do want to know more about 
these aspects of Chinese culture. It 
definitely helps build better under­
standing across our peoples.”

Ne Zha 2, the sequel to the 2019 
animation based on the epony­
mous childlike Chinese folk deity, 
recorded its second straight week­
end as the third-highest-grossing 
feature in Australian cinemas, 
reaping more than A$5.2 million 
in the country, according to The 
Sydney Morning Herald.

Its first weekend per-screen 
average of A$25,000 is “the best of 
any film this year”, puttingNeZha2 
on track to surpass the $1.9 billion 
mark globally in its second week, 
the newspaper said.

The University of Adelaide com­
munication and media studies 
researcher Hong Yanyan told Chi­
na Daily that the film “breathes 
fresh life into traditional Chinese 
mythology and philosophy in a 
way that feels both modern and 
rooted” in Chinese culture.

“What made the film truly take 
off was simple: it delivered a solid, 
entertaining story with even more 
advanced and breathtaking visu­
als than Ne Zha, the first film in 
the series.

“The box office success oLVe Zha 2 
shows that audiences, both Chinese 
and non-Chinese, are open to stories 
that reflect different cultural per­
spectives,” Hong said.

“It’s not just about nostalgia or 
national pride; it’s about storytel­
ling that feels universal while stay­
ing true to its roots.”

She added that social media and 
streaming services have also 
played a significant role in increas­
ing the film’s impact.

“Word-of-mouth spreads fast, 
and when a film like Ne Zha 2 
gains traction, it doesn’t just stay 
within Chinese-speaking commu­
nities, it reaches global audiences 
through fan discussions, reviews 
and digital platforms,” Hong said. 

“This is an exciting time for 
Chinese animation and storytel­
ling in general. As long as film­

People walk past a poster of Ne Zha 2 on Wednesday at a cinema
in Sydney, Australia, xin xin / china daily

played an important role in that 
progress,” she said.

Ravshan Nazarov, a senior 
researcher at the Institute of State 
and Law of the Academy of Scien­
ces of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
said that China’s successful 
approach to combating poverty' 
provides substantial support in 
implementing the United Nations’ 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel­
opment and showcases a diverse 
and systematic model of poverty 
reduction that can serve as a practi­
cal example for other countries.

“China’s successes in poverty alle­
viation are based on the harmony 
between economic development 

My grocery bill went 
from $150 for two 
weeks of grocery 
shopping to $250. It’s 
awful.”

in December, according to the 
BLS.

Lucy, 36, from New York, who 
declined to give her surname, is a 
mother of two who works full time 
and gets her groceries delivered. 

“I was horrified at my Whole 
Foods bill the other day,” she said. 
“I have another child now, so that 
probably affects it. It’s definitely 
getting higher. I can feel it.

“I feel like people who voted for 
[President Donald Trump] have 
made their bed and will soon 
find out how bad it’s going to get. 
They’re going to see.”

As a candidate, Trump vowed 
to “bring prices down starting on 
day one” of his administration. 
But a month into his tenure they 
are still high.

Food prices climbed 0.4 percent, 
and grocery store prices rose 0.5 
percent, CPI data showed. Prices 
will likely remain high, as whole­
sale food prices are elevated. 

“BIDEN INFLATION UP!” 
Trump posted on Truth Social 
after the January inflation figures 
came out, blaming his predeces­
sor, Democrat Joe Biden. Trump 
took office on Jan 20.

Persistently high
prices at grocery 
stores leave many 
Americans struggling 
to buy basics

JVe Zha 2 continues to 
captivate global audiences1
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advisory body, which are set to begin 
next week in Beijing.

“Shanghai plans to actively pursue 
groundbreaking pilot projects at the 
Shanghai International Commercial 
Court, introduce leading and bench­
marking reform and innovation 
measures, and establish a number of 
exemplary cases with pioneering and 
benchmark significance,” Jia said.

The city also intends to align its 
judicial initiatives with global stan­
dards and actively participate in the 
formulation of international com­
mercial rules to enhance China’s 
authority and influence in interna­
tional judicial matters, he said.

“In recent years, Shanghai courts 
have cited the rales of the United 
Nations Commission on Internation­

al Trade Law in some cases and have 
recognized judgments from other 
countries, including the United 
Kingdom and Japan, in others. This 
demonstrates Shanghai’s ongoing 
efforts in its internationalization of 
foreign-related commercial trials,” 
Jia said.

As a key hub of China’s reform and 
opening-up, Shanghai has been 
working to position itself as an inter­
national center for economy, finance, 
trade, shipping and technological 
innovation. The city’s efforts to better 
manage foreign-related legal affairs 
play a crucial role in creating a more 
favorable international business 
environment, Jia said.

According to the latest World Bank 
assessment on the business environ­

Authorities have launched an 
investigation into a boat collision in 
which two people were killed and 14 
others went missing in Huaihua, 
Hunan province, officials said on 
Wednesday.

The collision occurred after two 
boats collided on a river at around 
10:26 am on Tuesday when a gar­
bage recycling vessel rear-ended a 
passenger boat in Yuanling county, 
Huaihua Mayor Li Chunqiu said at a 
news conference.

The crash caused the passenger 
boat, which had 19 people aboard, to 
capsize. Three people were rescued 
with non-life-threatening injuries,

Law. Additionally, two cases involv­
ing judicial review of arbitration 
were recognized by China’s Supreme 
People’s Court as exemplary cases, 
and dozens of others were featured 
in reputable international publica­
tions and databases, according to the 
Shanghai High People’s Court.

On Tuesday, the court also held a 
news briefing to announce the 
release of the second season of a 
docuseries highlighting the city’s for­
eign-related judicial work.

The 10-episode series features for­
eign-related cases and interviews 
with expatriates who discuss the 
Shanghai courts’ innovative efforts 
to handle legal matters in the busi­
ness environment.

For example, in a 202-3 case involv­
ing Tesla engineer Adrian Hamczyk 
and his team in which trade secrets 
were leaked, the intellectual proper­
ty tribunal of the Pudong New Area

By CUI JIA

cuijia@chirtadaily.com.cn

By CAO YIN

caoyin@chinadailycom.cn

Shanghai is aiming to establish 
rales for international commercial 
litigations that meet global stan­
dards as it aims to improve the han­
dling of foreign legal affairs, a top 
judicial official said on Tuesday.

The move is among the latest 
efforts by the city to enhance China’s 
jurisdictional attractiveness, legal 
influence and institutional competi­
tiveness in trials related to foreign 
affairs, said Jia Yr, a deputy to the 
National People’s Congress and pres­
ident of the Shanghai High People’s 
Court He made the remarks ahead 
of the annual plenary sessions of the 
national legislature and political 

assets in his divorce and took out his 
personal anger on society.

In the Wuxi case, the police said 
Xu Jiajin, 21, was angry over foiling 
his exams and being denied gradua­
tion from the Wuxi Vocational Insti­
tute of Arts and Technology last year. 
Dissatisfied with his internship pay, 
he carried out the stabbing attack, 
authorities said.

Miao said prosecutors were 
deployed to oversee the cases, ensur­
ing expedited legal proceedings. 
Both men were contacted of inten­
tional homicide and executed in 
January.

The SPP has established a mecha­
nism to analyze such cases and iden­
tify underlying causes, said Yuan 
Ming, chief of the SPP’s major crime

By ZOU SHUO and ZHU YOUFANG 

in Changsha

department. He added that close 
cooperation with courts and public 
security authorities ensures rapid 
investigations, arrests, prosecutions 
and trials.

From January to November 2024, 
Chinese procuratorial authorities 
approved the arrests of669,000 peo­
ple and initiated public prosecu­
tions against more than 1.46 million. 
The proportion of severe violent 
crimes prosecuted has fallen from 7 
percent from the same period a dec­
ade ago to 3.7 percent, according to 
the SPP.

“People’s sense of gain, happiness 
and security have been continuously 
enhanced. And China has been 
proven to be one of the safest coun­
tries in the world,” Miao said.

Us

ment released in 2021, Shanghai 
ranked third globally in terms of 
enforcing contracts, with its index of 
judicial process quality topping glob­
al city rankings for two consecutive 
years.

Over the past few years, Shanghai 
has sought to establish itself as a 
leading venue for international com­
mercial and maritime dispute reso­
lution.

“The number of cases where par­
ties voluntarily choose Shanghai 
courts for jurisdiction has been 
steadily increasing,” Jia said.

Last year, three cases in which 
international treaties were accurate­
ly applied were included in the case 
repository of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade

The river where the accident 
occurred is about 500 meters wide, 
with an average depth of 60 to 82 
meters, and lias a strong current, 
making search and rescue efforts 
challenging, said Xiang Minghua, 
deputy director of Huaihua’s emer­
gency management bureau.

A shortage of underwater robots 
and deep-water divers has further 
complicated operations, prompting 
authorities to request specialized 
assistance from Zhejiang and 
Guangdong provinces as well as 
Chongqing, Xiang said.

Ten professional rescue teams 
from Hunan have arrived at the site, 
with three more from other regions 
expected to join the efforts on 
Wednesday.

Local authorities have set up 
teams to support the families of the 
deceased and die missing, Yi 
Zhonghua, head of the Yuanling

A traditional folk performance attracts spectators at the Daokou temple fair in Huaxian county, Henan province, on Tuesday. With a history 
of more than 700 years, the event is a worship of a fire god held toward the end of the first lunar month to pray for peace and safety in the 
new year, deng fang / for china daily

IS.

Students feed rabbits during break time at Pujia Primary School 
in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, on Wednesday. In recent years, 
pet-raising initiatives have gained popularity in schools across 
Hangzhou, offering students a chance to relax, reduce anxiety 
and develop social skills, ni yanqiang / for china daily

Chinese authorities from vari­
ous government departments have 
taken steps to address issues 
involving new energy vehicles aft­
er accepting suggestions from 
national lawmakers, aiming to 
meet the public’s growing demand. 

The Ministry of Transport, for 
instance, has included NEV 
mechanics in China’s occupational 
classification database. It has also 
collaborated with the Ministry of 
Human Resources and Social 
Security and the All-China Federa­
tion of Trade Unions to organize 
maintenance skills competitions 
to cultivate and select outstanding 
technicians.

These initiatives followed pro­
posals from several deputies to the 
14th National People’s Congress, 
China’s top legislature, urging 
improvements in the management 
of NEVs.

Cao Jingfang, an NPC deputy 
from Shandong province, was 
among those advocating for 
changes. During the 14th NPC’s 
second annual session in Beijing 
last year, she called for enhanced 
training for maintenance person­
nel and the creation of a public 
spare parts supply platform.

Cao, an employee of a power 
plant in Zouxian county, pur­
chased an electric SUV in July 2018 
and had a positive experience, 
which inspired some of her col­
leagues and friends to also buy 
NEVs. However, over time, many 
began complaining about having 
trouble finding spare parts, high 
repair costs and insurance claim 
issues.

Cao also encountered problems 
with her own car.

“I was elected by the people. I 
come from the people, and I should 
serve the people,” she said. “It’s my 
duty to help them voice and resolve 
their difficulties.”

To identify the root causes, she 
visited several auto repair stations 
in her hometown, consulted 
mechanics and sought advice from 
insurance experts.

She found that repair skills for 
NEVs were more complex than for 
conventional cars and that mainte­
nance information was relatively 
scarce. The high cost of key compo­
nents, such as batteries and elec­
tric motors, along with a lack of 
compatible spare parts, further 
drove up repair expenses.

To address these concerns, she 
suggested vocational schools offer 
specialized courses and training

People’s Court took swift legal action 
to prevent further leaks.

‘There is a Chinese saying: ‘timely 
rain’. The court’s assistance was like a 
timely rain, providing us with strong 
support in protecting trade secrets,” 
said Hamczyk, who is from Poland. 

Additionally, the Shanghai No 3 
Intermediate People’s Court recently 
became the first court in China to 
recognize Japanese bankruptcy pro­
ceedings.

The recognition allowed the 
Shanghai office of Japanese law firm 
Nagashima Ohno & Tsunematsu to 
assist a financially troubled Japanese 
company in disposing of real estate, 
equity and other assets in China. 

“There are a large number of Japa­
nese enterprises with assets in China. 
This practice has given great confi­
dence to the judiciary and business 
communities of Japan,” saidMasano- 
ri Kawai, a partner at the law firm.

while advocating for the public 
spare parts supply platform.

He Guanghua, an NPC deputy 
from Jiangsu province, focused on 
improving the management of 
charging facilities for NEVs.

“In some urban core areas, there 
was an oversupply of charging sta­
tions, while in others, charging 
spots were often occupied by non­
electric vehicles, leading to low 
utilization rates,” said He, an 
employee of a State Grid power 
supply company in Wuxi.

“In older residential and subur­
ban areas, charging coverage was 
insufficient. During holidays, high­
way service areas often faced 
charging shortages, resulting in 
long queues,” she added.

Following discussions with He, 
the Ministry of Transport doubled 
the charging capacity at busy high­
way service areas during this year’s 
Spring Festival holiday, according 
to Gao Bo, a ministry official.

“We added fost-charging and 
mobile charging facilities in those 
areas and improved information 
dissemination about these charg­
ingoptions” Gao said.

Additionally, the ministry has 
collaborated with the Ministry of 
Industry and Information Tech­
nology to encourage enterprises to 
build recycling networks and edu­
cate the public on reusing power 
batteries.

The NPC Standing Committee 
said it received 9,235 suggestions 
from lawmakers during the second 
session of the 14th NPC, reflecting 
their engagement in governance 
and decision-making.

The suggestions were forwarded 
to 213 relevant departments for 
review and action, with all law­
makers receiving feedback, the 
committee said.

To enhance efficiency, the NPC 
Standing Committee has launched 
an information platform for pro­
posal submission, communica­
tion, handling, response and 
feedback.

“The platform makes it easier 
for deputies to submit and track 
their suggestions and improves 
the handling process,” die commit­
tee said.

“It helps lawmakers better fulfill 
their duties and implement whole­
process people’s democracy.”

Search continues for 14 missing in crash 
involving recycling, passenger vessels

while 14 remain unaccounted for. 
The garbage vessel sailed back to 
shore, with all three of its occupants 
unharmed, Li said.

Authorities have launched an 
investigation, and police are ques­
tioning four individuals — three 
from the garbage vessel and one 
from the passenger vessel.

The garbage boat involved in the 
collision has remained docked since 
the incident.

More than 200 professional rescu­
ers have been deployed for under­
water search and rescue operations, 
with additional personnel en route 
to the scene.

“We will not give up hope and will 
do everything possible to minimize 
the loss,” Li said.

county government, said. 
The families have been provided 

accommodations near the accident 
site.

The Ministry of Emergency Man­
agement and the Ministry of Trans­
port have dispatched a joint 
working team to Hunan to guide 
rescue efforts.

The Ministry of Emergency Man­
agement has also dispatched a 
national water emergency rescue 
team with sonar and diving equip­
ment to the scene to aid rescue 
work, detennine the cause of the 
incident and work to prevent a simi­
lar event from occurring again.

The Office of the Work Safety 
Committee of the State Council has 
placed the investigation under its 
direct supervision.

China’s top prosecutors have 
vowed to harshly and swiftly punish 
those who commit mass murders in 
retaliation against society, officials 
said on Wednesday, highlighting the 
execution of two men convicted in 
two separate deadly attacks last 
year.

The Supreme People’s Procurator­
ate emphasized its commitment to 
combating serious violent crimes, 
including intentional homicides, 
robberies and kidnappings, to main­
tain social stability.

Miao Shengming, deputy procu­
rator general of the SPP, told a news 
conference that authorities are pri-
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oritizing severe punishments for 
individuals who cause multiple 
deaths, especially those who carry 
out “major, malicious and extreme 
crimes” intended to endanger public 
safety

Miao cited two recent high-profile 
cases as examples: a car-ramming 
attack in Zhuhai, Guangdong prov­
ince, that left 35 people dead and 43 
injured on Nov 11, and a mass stab­
bing in Wuxi, Jiangsu province, in 
which eight were killed and 17 were 
injured on Nov 16.

According to police, Fan Weiqiu, 
62, drove a small SUV through a bar­
rier at a sports center in Zhuhai, 
striking people exercising at the ven­
ue. Investigators said Fan was dissat­
isfied with the division of financial
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Lawmakers’ proposals 
troubleshoot NEV issues
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suggestions
from lawmakers were submit­
ted to the top legislature dur­
ing the full session last year.
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Underwater data center deployed off Hainan coast

Joint project

«

34 new species discovered in Wuyishan National Park
By CHINA DAILY

Li Shangyi contributed to this story.
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and high-quality digital services. 
Hainan Power Grid Co has provid­

ed tailored power supply solutions 
to support the cluster’s operations. 

“The total installed electricity 
capacity for the three phases of the 
cluster is 24,000 kilovolt-amperes,” 
said Han Fuding, customer manag­
er of the marketing department at 
the Lingshui power supply branch 
of Hainan Power Grid Co.

The Hainan underwater data cen­
ter, a pioneering commercial under­
water data center project, was 
launched in late March 2023. In 
addition to data storage, the facility 
functions as an undersea “super­
computer”, capable of processing 
over 4 million high-definition pho­
tos in 30 seconds, equivalent to the 
concurrent operation of 60,000 tra­
ditional computers.

A three-year biological survey in 
Wuyishan National Park, a UNES­
CO natural and cultural heritage 
site in southeastern China, has 
yielded the discovery of 34 new spe­
cies, including plants, insects and 
fungi, experts said.

The park, located in the subtropi­
cal region spanning Fujian and 
Jiangxi provinces, provides a 
diverse range of environments suit­
able for wildlife and plants.

The baseline survey, launched in

ByYANDONGJIE

yandongjie @chinadaily.com en

candidate from the College of Plant 
Protection at China Agricultural 
University in Beijing, discovered 
nine new species oiEmpididae, also 
known as dance flies.

“Dance flies are named for their 
unique light and agile flight patterns, 
which resemble dancing,” Li said.

“These flies are harmless to 
humans and do not spread diseas­
es,” the doctoral student added. 
“They feed on pests and pollinate 
flowers.”

Li emphasized that dance flies 
require specific environmental con­
ditions to survive and reproduce, 
including adequate soil, plant cover­
age, water and biodiversity. 

“Wuyishan National Park pro­

Aspiring 
models

vides an ideal habitat for these sen­
sitive species,” Li said.

Wu noted, “The park’s well-pre­
served environment is key to the dis­
covery of new species. Some species 
may have existed for millions of years 
but wentextinct before we could doc­
ument them due to environmental 
pollution or habitat disruption.”

The baseline survey deepens the 
understanding of Wuyishan Nation­
al Park’s wildlife and enhances the 
park’s conservation and manage­
ment capabilities. The park plans to 
install an integrated monitoring 
system to further safeguard its natu­
ral resources, Cai said.

residence permits, on the mainland. 
“The purpose is to threaten and 

intimidate the people of Taiwan, dis­
rupting and undermining the inter­
actions and exchanges between 
people on both sides of the Strait,” 
Zhu said, which would pose a serious 
challenge to cross-Strait relations.

In response to recent reports that 
a number of individuals, including 
Taiwan actor Darren Wang, may 
face criminal liability for allegedly 
evading military service in Taiwan, 
Zhu didn’t comment on individual 
cases, but said the DPP authorities 
are bound to face opposition from 
the public.

Zhu said it is worth pondering the 
fact that the DPP authorities stub­
bornly adhere to “Taiwan independ­
ence” and have purchased a large 
number of so-called advanced 
weapons to incite confrontation 
across the Strait.

‘They attempt to turn Taiwan into 
a ‘powder keg: which only turns Tai­
wan residents into cannon fodder,” 
she added.

Work Department of the Commu­
nist Party of China Central Commit­
tee will be prohibited. Additionally, 
Taiwan high schools are forbidden 
from encouraging or assisting stu­
dents in pursuing studies at these 
institutions.

According to Taiwan media 
report, degrees earned from three 
mainland universities — Huaqiao 
University in Xiamen, Fujian prov­
ince, Jinan University in Guang­
dong province and Beijing Chinese 
Language and Culture College — 
will no longer be recognized in Tai­
wan. There are currently over 2,000 
Taiwan students studying at the 
universities.

Zhu said that both Huaqiao Uni­
versity and Jinan University are 
renowned universities on the main­
land that have nurtured numerous 
outstanding students over the years, 
including those from Hong Kong, 

A Chinese mainland spokeswom­
an on Wednesday condemned Tai­
wan’s Democratic Progressive Party 
authorities for banning academic 
exchanges and cooperation with 
mainland universities, citing excus­
es of “protecting young people from 
being targeted by the united front’: 

‘The claim was nonsense and 
utterly absurd,” Zhu Fenglian, 
spokeswoman for the Taiwan 
Affairs Office of the State Council, 
said at a news conference in Beijing. 
She added that the move deprives 
students of their educational rights 
and serves the DPP’s separatist 
agenda.

The island’s education authority 
announced last week that coopera­
tion or exchanges with universities 
affiliated with the United Front

After noticing subtle differences 
in the frog’s appearance compared 
to other forest frogs, Wu’s discovery 
was confirmed through DNA molec­
ular identification in the lab.

“Due to the high altitudes and 
geographical isolation, amphibious 
reptiles evolve more rapidly during 
the process of species differentia­
tion,” Wu explained. “Advancements 
in scientific research and monitor­
ing have also played a crucial role in 
this discovery?’

Among the 34 new species, 14 are 
types of flies. Li Meilin, a doctoral 

A groundbreaking underwater 
intelligent computing cluster has 
been deployed off the coast of Hai­
nan province, representing a signif­
icant advancement in data center 
technology. The facility, powered by 
the equivalent of approximately 
30,000 high-end gaming PCs, is 
capable of performing a year’s 
worth of standard computer com­
putations in a single second.

The cluster features an intelligent 
assistant powered by DeepSeek 
technology, enabling roughly 7,000 
simultaneous intelligent conversa­
tions per second. A newly sub­
merged data module, an 18-meter- 
long pressure vessel housing over 
400 high-performance servers, was 
recently added to the operational 
underwater data center, forming 
the larger underwater intelligent 
computing cluster. The module con­
nects to customer data terminals 
through nearby onshore stations.

Beijing Highlander Digital Tech­
nology Co, the cluster’s builder, has 
secured contracts with 10 enterprises 
for applications ranging from large- 
scale artificial intelligence model 
training and inference to industrial

simulations, game development and 
marine scientific research. The data 
center has been operating smoothly 
since its commercial launch, the 
company confirmed.

The innovative cluster is designed 
to be environmentally friendly, low- 
carbon and cost-effective. By hous­
ing servers in pressure vessels on 
the ocean floor, the system uses nat­
ural seawater flow for cooling and 
integrates with green energy sour­
ces such as offshore wind power, 
contributing to carbon neutrality.

China has mandated that large- 
scale data centers achieve a power 
usage effectiveness threshold of 1.4 
or lower. Hainan’s underwater clus­
ter surpasses traditional data centers 
with a power usage effectiveness of 
1.1, over 30 percent more energy effi­
cient, according to the builder.

The cluster minimizes land usage 
by deploying equipment on the sea­
bed and leverages natural and tech­
nological conditions to enhance 
reliability and streamline mainte­
nance. Its modular design allows for 
deployment within 90 days from fac­
tory installation and testing. Located 
within 100 kilometers of coastlines 
where over half the global popula­
tion and GDP are concentrated, the 
cluster aims to provide low latency

April 2021, covered more than 
100,000 hectares of the park’s Fuji­
an section. In addition to the 34 new 
species, 10 species were newly 
recorded in China.

The survey focused on various 
ecosystems and biological groups, 
including higher plants, terrestrial 
vertebrates, amphibians, aquatic 
organisms, insects and microorga­
nisms, said Cai Bin, an engineer 
from the park’s scientific research 
and monitoring center.

More than 100 experts and schol­
ars from over 20 universities and 

Men work at a construction site for a petrochemical and fine 
chemical base project, a collaboration between Saudi Arabian 
Oil Co (Saudi Aramco) and Chinese enterprises, in support of the 
revitalization of Northeast China in Panjin, Liaoning province, on 
Wednesday, zhao zhenmin / for china daily

Fang Biling contributed to this
story.

research institutes participated. 
One of the key discoveries was the 

Wuyi forest frog. Wu Yanqing, a dep­
uty researcher from the College of 
Life and Environmental Science at 
Wenzhou University in Zhejiang 
province, found the new amphibian. 

“The identification of this new 
vertebrate species was unexpected, 
as many domestic and international 
experts had previously visited the 
area for specimen collection in the 
last century, leading to the publica­
tion of many model animals,” Wu 
said.

Models stroll on the cat­
walk during a casting 
event kicked off in the 
798 Art Zone in Beijing 
on Tuesday for the 
upcoming China Fash­
ion Week. Both new­
comers and experienced 
international supermod­
els participated in the 
selection process. The 
fashion week will run 
from March 21 to 28. 
CAI YANG / XINHUA

Macao and Taiwan, and have made 
significant contributions to 
strengthening connections between 
the mainland and these regions.

She welcomed Thiwan students to 
participate in admissions examina­
tions for the two universities, 
encouraging them to enroll in main­
land universities.

‘The united front work is about 
bringing people together, fostering 
consensus, gathering wisdom and 
building strength,” Zhu said.

Eric Chu Li-luan, chairman of Tai­
wan’s opposition Kuomintang, 
recently criticized the DPP for 
engaging in confrontational 
actions. He expressed hope for nor­
mal academic student exchanges to 
occur between Taiwan and the 
mainland.

Zhu also condemned Chiu Chui- 
cheng, head of the island’s “main­
land affairs council” for his recent 
statement about amending Taiwan’s 
regulations to warn Taiwan resi­
dents of the risks involved in apply­
ing forvarious documents, including

I

A new data module of the underwater intelligent computing cluster 
is deployed off the coast of Hainan on Feb 18. provided to china daily

By ZHANG YI

zhangyil @chinadaily.com.cn

shrink to nanometers, where 
quantum effects cause current 
leakage. Quantum chips, however, 
offer a revolutionary solution.

In December, Google’s quantum 
chip solved a calculation in five 
minutes that would take a conven­
tional computer longer than the 
age of the universe.

“This staggering leap in capabili­
ty — termed ‘quantum supremacy’ 
or ‘quantum advantage’ — is a criti­
cal frontier in global computing 
competition. It’s why we’re racing 
to develop quantum technologies,” 
Li said.

At the facility, China’s self-devel­
oped refrigeration and thermal 
insulation systems can achieve 
temperatures infinitely close to 
absolute zero essential for 
advanced experiments. Meanwhile, 
ultrafest light fields allow scientists 
to capture the motion of tiny parti­
cles such as electrons, said Dong 
Shuo, an associate researcher at the 
academy’s Institute of Physics.

“Attoseconds represent the 
smallest timescale that human 
instraments can currently resolve. 
At this scale, we can not only 
observe a smaller physical world, 
but also achieve extremely precise 
control over instraments by using 
attosecond lasers as switching 
devices,” she said.

“Imagine this: Using a human 
hand to flip a switch might take 
one-hundredth of a second, while 
a robotic arm could do it in one- 
thousandth of a second. But a 
laser switch can operate in femto­
seconds,” she said.

Femtosecond (one-quadrillionth 
of a second) laser eye surgery is one 
such application of ultrafest light 
technology.

“In this facility, we can expect to 
generate even shorter attosecond 
laser pulses and develop new 
equipment to produce such lasers. 
Ultimately, these advancements 
will find applications in fields 
such as medicine and space obser­
vation,” Dong said.

“The SECUF isjust the first step. 
We start with lab research, but the 
superconductors, quantum chips 
and laser devices developed here 
will eventually transform indus­
tries and daily life,” said Zhou Rui, 
head of the facility’s High Magnet­
ic Field Nuclear Magnetic Reso­
nance Experimental Station.

The facility allows scientists to 
freely combine extreme condi­
tions, such as specific magnetic 
fields and temperatures, to test 
material properties.

“Researchers worldwide can col­
laborate here, share samples and 
spark new ideas, fostering a world­
class scientific environment,” Zhou 
said. IE
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A key scientific facility in Beijing 
that can generate ultra-extreme 
experimental conditions is now 
operational, enabling scientists to 
conduct groundbreaking research 
with advanced equipment, the Chi­
nese Academy of Sciences 
announced on Wednesday.

The Synergetic Extreme Condi­
tion User Facility can generate 
experimental conditions such as 
temperatures near absolute zero 
(-273.15 C), ultra-high pressure 
approaching that of the Earth’s 
core and ultrafast light fields that 
are as quick as an attosecond, or 
one-quintillionth of a second.

“Under extreme conditions, 
matter exhibits extraordinary 
states. For example, near absolute 
zero, atoms and molecules arrange 
themselves in highly ordered pat­
terns. Such conditions are vital 
tools for uncovering new natural 
phenomena and laws, paving the 
way for discoveries that could 
transform our world,” said Li Pei- 
ling, an associate researcher at the 
academy’s Institute of Physics.

Many Nobel Prize-winning 
breakthroughs in recent decades, 
including the integer quantum Hall 
effect (1985 Nobel Prize in Physics) 
and high-temperature supercon­
ductors (1987 Nobel Prize in Phys­
ics), were achieved under extreme 
laboratory conditions. These foun­
dational discoveries later evolved 
into transformative technologies 
such as maglev trains, femtosecond 
laser eye surgery, satellite tele­
scopes and quantum chips.

“Developed nations such as the 
United States, European coun­
tries and Japan have heavily 
invested in extreme-condition 
research. The completion of the 
SECUF significantly enhances 
our capabilities in materials sci­
ence and related fields, playing a 
pivotal role in advancing techno­
logical progress,” said Cheng Jin- 
guang, deputy director of the 
Institute of Physics.

Located in Beijing’s Huairou 
district, the SECUF began con­
struction in September 2017 as the 
first key scientific facility project 
in Huairou Science City. It is the 
world’s first facility to integrate 
ultra-low temperatures, ultra-high 
pressures, strong magnetic fields 
and ultrafest light fields into a sin­
gle platform, according to the 
institute.

A core component of the SECUF 
is the Extreme Conditions Quan­
tum State Control System, which 
provides ultra-low temperatures 
and ultra-strong magnetic fields to 
support cutting-edge research such 
as quantum chip development.

Traditional computer chips face 
physical limits as transistor sizes

Moves by Taiwan authorities deprive 
students of rights, mainland official says
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Visitors admire Chinese peonies at a park in Luoyang, Henan province, on April 22. u an / xinhua

Selections for representative flora don’t reflect country’s rich biodiversity
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Doctor finds prescription for top performance
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Study finds cities choosing similar official flowers
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From left: Wu Tiangen (second from right) poses with other winners and a representative of the organizers at the DWOWS 
Championship in Jiangmen, Guangdong province. Wu poses with a medal he won at the event, photos provided to china daily
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Contact the writers at
dengrui @chinadaily.com.cn

Long emphasized that city flowers and 
trees should reflect local biodiversity and 
cultural heritage, rather than relying on a 
narrow range of species.

The study found that cultural significance 
(52.6 percent) and aesthetic value (44.8 per­
cent) were the primary reasons for selecting 
city flowers, while aesthetic value (39.1 per­
cent) and cultural significance (33.2 percent) 
dominate city tree choices.

However, a significant portion of cities — 
20.4 percent for flowers and 26.6 percent for 
trees — could not provide clear reasons for 
their selections, indicating a lack of thought­
ful consideration.

f i-—I

less performance, sharply contrasting with 
his friendly and warm offstage persona.

“Given the changing aesthetic standards 
and the prevalence of online livestreaming, 
bodybuilding and fitness have shifted 
toward widespread popularity and main­
stream acceptance,” she said.

But Wu does not recommend his exam­
ple as a daily weight loss method for the 
public. Wu, born in Qianjiang, Hubei, has 
been a sports enthusiast since childhood. 
He began practicing taekwondo in kinder­
garten and has since become a skilled mar­
tial artist, holding a third-degree black belt

'"AV

of cities that have designated a city flower. 
Similarly, the most common city trees 

include the camphor tree, pagoda tree, gink­
go, osmanthus, weeping willow, cedar, flame 
tree, southern magnolia, London plane tree 
and Chinese pine.

Camphor trees lead the list, chosen by 58 
cities, followed by pagoda trees (44 cities) 
and ginkgo (20 cities). Northern cities favor 
the pagoda tree, weeping wallow and cedar, 
while central and southern cities prefer 
southern magnolia, ginkgo, camphor tree 
and flame tree.

Similar to city flowers, over 94 species 
have been selected as city trees, but the choi­
ces are concentrated on a few species. The 
top 10 most popular trees account for 60.5 
percent of all cities that have designated a 
city tree.

ByTANYINGZI

and DENG RUI in Chongqing

Wu Tiangen, a 31-year-old weight-loss 
expert from Wuhan, Hubei province, attract­
ed nationwide recently by winning four 
championships and two runner-up titles at a 
national fitness and bodybuilding competi­
tion in Jiangmen, Guangdong province.

Wu’s achievement as an amateur competi­
tor is remarkable because he prepared for the 
competition in a mere 42 days — utilizing his 
limited spare time to work out during early 
mornings and late evenings while juggling 
his rigorous duties as a busy surgeon. 
Impressively, he shed 24 kilograms, reducing 
his BMI from 29.4 to below' 15 — meeting the 
competition’s requirement.

The DWOWS Championship, a prestigious 
flagship national bodybuilding event hosted 
by a sports development company in Guang­
dong from Jan 11 to 12, drew 470 contestants 
aged 17 to 46, primarily fitness industry pro­
fessionals and sports experts, according to 
the organizing committee.

However, Wu stood out with a striking 
debut in the fierce competition, showcasing 
muscles in full form, defined contours, sculp­
ted layers as well as smooth lines. 

“Competitive spoils are all about pushing 
your limits,” Wu said.

To prepare for the competition, Wu would 
rise at 6 am each day, engage in one hour of 
aerobic exercise at the gym, and then head to 
work. In the evenings after work, he w'ould 
undergo high-intensity strength training 
under the guidance of a coach, focusing on 
sculpting specific muscle groups.

be universally selected as city flowers,” he 
added.

The study also emphasized the impor­
tance of public participation and expert 
input in the selection process. Beyond con­
sulting cultural, landscaping and artistic 
communities, cities should seek advice from 
biodiversity experts and involve residents to 
ensure the chosen species resonate with the 
communities.

The researchers’ distribution maps of city 
flowers and trees reveal a clear divide along 
the Hu Line, reflecting China’s uneven socio­
economic development.

Also known as the Heihe-Tengchong Line, 
the Hu Line is an imaginary line drawn by 
Chinese geographer Hu Huanyong in 1935. 
It stretches diagonally across China from the 
city of Heihe, in the northeastern province of 
Heilongjiang, to the city of Tengchong in the 
southwestern province of Yunnan. The sig­
nificance of the Hu Line lies in its demarca­
tion of the population distribution in China. 

East of the Hu Line, the land is more 
densely populated and includes major cities 
such as Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou 
in Guangdong province. This eastern region 
contains about 94 percent of China’s popu­
lation, despite covering only around 43 of 
the country’s land area. In contrast, the vast 
region west of the Hu Line, which includes 
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and the Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region, is sparsely popu­
lated, accounting for only about 6 percent of 
the population but covering 57 percent of 
the land area.

Most of the cities without city flowers and 
trees are west of the Hu Line.

“Only when a city reaches a certain level 
of economic development do its residents 
begin to prioritize quality-of-life considera­
tions, such as selecting city flowers and 
trees,” Long explained. “This makes our 
research particularly valuable, as many Chi­
nese cities have yet to make their choices 
and can make better choices.”

development, population size and the selec­
tion of these botanical symbols.

“City flowers and trees not only represent 
a city’s unique cultural landscape and spiri­
tual character but also embody the harmony 
between humans and nature,” Long said. 
“They deepen people’s love for nature and 
their hometowns, promote green industries, 
and enhance urban ecological environ­
ments, reputation and competitiveness.”

He gave the example of the Bauhinia flow­
er. Also known as the Hong Kong orchid tree, 
it was designated as the city flower of Hong 
Kong in 1965. Hong Kong has issued several 
themed stamps featuring the flower, and its 
image is prominently displayed on Hong 
Kong currency.

In 1997, when Hong Kong returned to the 
motherland, the Bauhinia flower stood out 
among other symbols such as the dragon 
and the Pearl of the Orient, becoming the 
emblem on the Hong Kong regional flag.

By CHEN LIANG

chenliang@chtnadaily.com.cn
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in the World Taekwondo Federation. Addi­
tionally, he has a strong interest in mixed 
martial arts. Wu later joined his hospital’s 
basketball team and started to engage in 
fitness activities in 2011.

Wu, an expert in weight loss and metabo­
lism at Zhongnan Hospital of Wuhan Uni­
versity, emphasized that his primary 
motivation for joining the competition was 
to promote a healthy lifestyle through sci­
entifically proven fitness and weight man­
agement strategies. He believes that 
physical fitness and medical practice yield 
similar outcomes.

*

-•

. <

“Physical fitness involves sculpting one’s 
own body, while being a doctor entails tailor­
ing the most suitable solutions for patients 
and refining their health,” he said.

The doctor advocates a balanced blend of 
exercise and nutrition as the key to achieving 
sustainable results, drawing from his exten­
sive experience in aiding over 100 individuals 
in successful weight loss through dietary 
adjustments.

For instance, he suggests controlling the 
first meal, incorporating two minutes of exer­
cise before bedtime, increasing water intake, 
mastering food label reading and commenc­
ing the day with a proper stair-climbing rou­
tine on an empty stomach.

“Maintaining long-term consistency 
through tracking progress is an effective 
method. With the right approach, weight loss 
can be as simple as breathing,” Wu added. 
“It’s not just about personal success but also a 
sense of duty and professional fulfillment.”

Toward the end of last year, Wu took the 
lead in founding a mind-body exercise and 
combat association at his hospital, guiding 
his peers in engaging in physical activities. 

‘Witnessing Tiangen’s achievement is tru­
ly inspiring. I aspire to follow suit and com­
mit to regular exercise,” said Li Zhen, a 
colleague of Wu.

Wu said he is preparing for another nation­
al fitness and bodybuilding competition to be 
held in Wuhan in May, and is confident in his 
performance due to the additional time allo­
cated for scientific training.

Jr-

> a

Though many mightn’t know the official 
flower of their city, educated guesses might 
go as follows: In northern China, the Chi­
nese rose flower or syringa. In southern Chi­
na, azalea, bougainvillea or camellia. 
Chances are these guesses would be correct 

A recent study of the official flowers and 
trees chosen by cities across the mainland 
has revealed many are opting for similar 
choices.

For instance, out of 270 cities that have 
designated a city flower, 57 chose the Ch inese 
rose. Similarly, among 256 cities that select­
ed a city tree, 58 chose the camphor tree.

Published in People and Nature, the study, 
“The homogenization of China’s city flowers 
and city trees”, by researchers from the Col­
lege of Life and Environmental Sciences at 
Minzu University of China, provided a com­
prehensive analysis of the current state of 
city flowers and trees across the country.

City flowers and trees serve as unique 
symbols that represent the cultural and eco­
logical identity of modem cities, said Long 
Chunlin, the study’s corresponding author, 
in an interview with China Daily. These 
plants are not just ornamental, but also play 
a crucial role in enhancing urban environ­
ments and promoting local green industries. 

“China is one of the world’s most biodi­
verse countries,” Long said. “Yet, we found 
that the current choices of city flowers and 
trees do not fully reflect this extraordinary 
richness.”

According to the study, Long said, 270 cit­
ies on the Chinese mainland have designat­
ed city flowers, with 51 cities choosing two 
species. Meanwhile, 256 cities have selected 
city trees, with 30 cities opting for dual spe­
cies.

Cities without designated flowers or trees 
are primarily located in western China, sug­
gesting a correlation between economic

“Not only did he impart positive energy, he 
also fostered an inspiring image for our 
entire team and the gym community?’ said 
Shi Fan, Wu’s fitness and bodybuilding coach. 

Shi, a 30-year-old professor at the school 
of physical education at Hubei University, 
also made history by securing the overall 
championship at the 2024 IFBB World Fit 
Model Championships held in Lithuania in 
October. She became the first fitness model 
from China to claim the women’s category 
title.

Shi highlighted Wu’s impressive stage 
presence characterized by a cool and seam-

- ,
A 

Popular choices
The study revealed that the most popular 

city flowers include the Chinese rose, azalea, 
osmanthus, common crape myrtle, bougain­
villea, lotus, camellias, chrysanthemum, rose 
and lilac.

Among them, the Chinese rose flower is 
the most widely adopted, chosen by 57 cities. 
Azalea and osmanthus follow, selected by 21 
and 20 cities, respectively.

These choices exhibit a “spatial clustering 
pattern” Long said, with northern cities 
favoring the Chinese rose and syringa, cities 
in Central China preferring osmanthus, 
common crape myrtle and lotus, and south­
ern cities leaning toward azalea, bougainvil­
lea and camellia.

Although over 75 plant species have been 
selected as city flowers, he said, the top 10 
most popular flowers account for two-thirds

Future selections
To address the issue of homogenization, 

the researchers offered several recommen­
dations for cities yet to designate city' flowers 
and trees.

Long suggested the selection be based on 
local biodiversity and ecological conditions, 
favoring native species.

“Some cities choose exotic species that do 
not suit the local environment,” he said.

For instance, Western azalea, while beau­
tiful and easy to acquire, is an introduced 
cultivar and not suitable as a city flower.

“Similarly, cosmos flower, mistakenly 
called ‘Gesang flower’ — a flower popular in 
Tibetan folklore — is actually an invasive 
species originating from Mesoamerica,” he 
said.

He also emphasized respecting local cul­
tural traditions and the collective memory 
associated with specific plants. For example, 
Luoyang is historically known for Chinese 
peony cultivation, making it an appropriate 
city flower.

“However, plants like the plum blossom, 
which hold special cultural significance 
across many regions in China, should not

H 2

Red silk cotton tree is the city flower of 
Guangzhou in Guangdong 
province, guo cheng / xinhua
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5,300 people remain displaced after last year’s volcano eruptions in Indonesia

THE JAKARTA POST, INDONESIA
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Vulnerable to collisions
With a very limited lung capacity, 

these gentle giants typically spend 
no longer than three minutes under 
water. This makes them vulnerable 
to collisions with vessels and the 
accidental consumption of floating 

Editor’s note:
In this weekly feature China Daily gives voice to Asia and its people. The stories presented come mainly from the Asia News Network (ANN), of which China Daily is among its 20 leading titles.

Villagers look at a dead sperm whale that was stranded at Yeh Malet 
beach in Klungkung, Indonesia, on April 5. dicky bisinglasi / afp

marine debris when they surface to 
breathe.

Marine litter, including plastic 
packaging and ropes, as well as dis­
carded or lost fishing gear such as 
nets, lines and traps, can cause sig­
nificant harm to sea animals.

Ingesting marine debris may lead 
to gastrointestinal tract damage, 
while animals that get entangled in 
plastic pollution may get injured 
and starve to death — or be left at 
the mercy of predators. Animals like 
dolphins, whales and porpoises that 
need to regularly surface for air may 
drown due to entanglement.

Dolphins, whales, sharks, turtles 
and other species have also inad­
vertently gotten caught during com­
mercial fishing operations such as 
trawling and drift netting. Entrap­
ment in nets and lines, and acciden­
tal capture, can result in injury and 
death of the bycatch.

According to the Food and Agri­
culture Organization of the United 
Nations, it is estimated more than 
500,000 marine mammals are inci­
dentally captured each year on a 
global scale.

Ship strikes pose a major threat to 
marine life as well, with a global 
average of 30 whales, dolphins and 
porpoises getting killed each year 
after being hit by ships.

The risk of ship strikes is high in 
the waters around Singapore, 
including the Strait of Malacca, 
which are some of the busiest in the 
world, Chua said. He said this risk 
can be mitigated with the enforce­
ment of vessel speed limits in whale 
collision hot spots.

Maritime traffic also contributes 
to underwater noise pollution. 

Sound travels much faster and 

endangered dolphins herd fish into 
their hunting area by squirting 
streams of water that reach up to 1.5 
meters.

The only porpoise to lack a dorsal 
fin, the Indo-Pacific finless porpoise 
can be spotted in estuaries and shal­
low coastal waters around Singapo­
re, Malaysia and Thailand.

Despite resembling whales, dol­
phins and porpoises, dugongs are 
believed to be more closely related 
to elephants. These herbivores are 
typically sighted in estuaries and 
shallow coastal waters around Sing­
apore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Cambo­
dia, Vietnam and the Philippines.

Dugongs are commonly known as 
“sea cows” due to their herbivorous 
diet, with adult dugongs consuming 
up to 30 kg of seagrass daily, said Sir­
ius Ng, a PhD student studying 

marine mammals at the NUS.
As they are found in only areas 

rich in seagrass, it indicates that the 
area of water is still able to support 
the existence of the meadows, which 
in turn supports these species’ abili­
ty to continue existing in an area, 
said Ponnampalam.

According to Ng, studies have 
shown the germination of seagrass 
seeds speeds up once it has passed 
through the dugong’s digestive sys­
tem, and they are later deposited 
onto the seabed when it defecates.

gradually recovered, thanks to con­
servation efforts.

Another marine mammal species, 
sperm whales, categorized as being 
vulnerable to extinction, can grow 
up to 18 meters, with the largest 
brain of any animal. A whale’s brain 
is five times the size of a human 
brain, weighing up to 9 kg, six times 
heavier than a human’s.

Though generally spotted off 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei and 
Cambodia between April and July 
for feeding, mating and molting (the 
process of whales to exfoliate their 
skin), the carcass of a sperm whale 
was beached along Jurong Island in 
Singapore in 2015.

Nicknamed “Jubi Lee”, it was 
found with its spine broken in sever­
al places, likely from a ship strike. Its 
skeleton now hangs in the Lee Kong 
Chian Natural History Museum.

Additionally, an increase in sight­
ings of Bryde’s whales in Southeast 
Asia were reported lately, with three 
spotted in Thai waters in November. 
Also found off Indonesia and Bru­
nei, they are among the few whale 
species that prefer warmer waters 
above 15 C. Hence, they are also 
known as tropical whales.

In 1994, the carcass of a false killer 
whale surfaced on the coast along 
Tuas in Singapore, and was mistaken 
for a shark by two men who discov­
ered it while hunting for crabs. Its 
species was later correctly identified 
by Underwater World Singapore.

Irrawaddy dolphins can be found 
in estuaries and the coastal waters 
of Vietnam, Indonesia, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar. 
Growing and weighing up to 2.7 
meters and 130 kg, they feed on 
bony fish and fish eggs. These

showed that the evening sky over 
the volcano turned red because of 
the eruption. Footage showed some 
wooden houses on fire and mask­
wearing residents being rescued as 
thick volcanic ash covered roads 
and buildings.

Authorities established a 7 km 
exclusion zone around the crater 
and expanded it to 9 km just days 
later for safety reasons.

The November eruption forced 
more than 13,000 people to evacu­
ate to temporary shelters.

Following a period of relatively 
low activity, Mount Lewotobi Laki- 
Laki has seen a significant increase 
in volcanic earthquakes over the 
past week.

The heightened volcanic activity 
led authorities to once again 
increase the alert level to the highest 
of a four-tiered system on Feb 12.

Nawokote, Hokeng Jaya and Boru. 
‘These villages fall within the 

dangerous exclusion zone and are at 
risk of being affected by a potential 
eruption of Mount Lewotobi Laki- 
Laki,” she said.

Avelina added that around 200 
displaced residents were relocated 
to temporary housing in Konga vil­
lage, also in Titehena district, in Jan­
uary. The remaining evacuees will 
also be moved to transitional hous­
ing once the second phase of con­
struction is completed.

The disaster mitigation authori­
ties of Indonesia plan to build 
approximately 440 temporary 
homes for about 2,000 families dis­
placed by Mount Lewotobi Laki- 
Laki’s eruptions last year.

The first phase of construction, 
which included about 200 tempo­
rary houses, was completed on Jan 

further underwater than in air. With 
most marine animals relying on 
sound for communication, and 
feeding and navigation, loud noises 
from shipping, military sonar, 
industrial activities or underwater 
explosions distress and disorientate 
them.

Underwater noise pollution can 
also cause hearing loss in marine 
mammals and alter their acoustic 
behavior, but is currently not legally 
recognized as an official threat to 
marine life in Southeast Asia, Pon­
nampalam said.

Coastal development, including 
land reclamation and dredging, lias 
also been proving to be an increas­
ing threat to marine life, as it can 
fragment marine mammals’ habi­
tats, into smaller, isolated areas. 

‘There is so much research that 
could and should be done, if only 
we, the community of Southeast 
Asian researchers, had more resour­
ces to do so,” said Ponnampalam.

Potential areas of research 
include bioacoustic research to 
investigate how underwater noise 
pollution impacts marine mam­
mals, genetic research to identify 
movement patterns and the genetic 
diversity of marine mammal popu­
lations in the region, as well as how 
resilient they are to disturbances.

She added that it is also impor­
tant to learn about sociocultural 
interactions and the value of marine 
mammals in Southeast Asia within 
local communities and conduct eco­
logical research to learn more about 
marine mammals’ distribution, 
population abundance, habitat use 
and behavior.

More than 5,300 residents of 
Indonesia’s East Flores Regency, 
East Nusa Tenggara, remain dis­
placed following the massive erup­
tions of Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki 
in November last year, as the volca­
no continues to exhibit heightened 
activity

According to the East Flores Dis­
aster Mitigation Agency, or BPBD, 
2,186 evacuees are sheltered in four 
temporary camps in Titehena dis­
trict, some 25 kilometers from the 
mountain.

The remaining 3,118 evacuees are 
staying with relatives in various are­
as across East Flores.

Avelina Manggota Hallan, head of 
East Flores BPBD emergency and 
logistics division, said that all the 
evacuees come from six villages situ­
ated 4 to 5 km from the volcano’s 
crater: Nobo, Dulipali, Klantanlo,

23. Each shelter is designed to 
accommodate five families and is 
equipped with showers, toilets, elec­
tricity, and a communal kitchen.

Acting East Flores Regent Sulastri 
H I Rasyid stated on Feb 19 that the 
remaining temporary housing is 
expected to be finished within the 
next one to two months.

The central government is cur­
rently building around 2,700 per­
manent homes for residents 
affected by the Lewotobi Laki-Laki 
eruptions, with plans to complete 
the construction by April.

At least 10 people died after 
Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki erupted 
near midnight on Nov 3. Fiery lava 
and rocks struck nearby settle­
ments about 4 km from the crater, 
burning homes and causing signifi­
cant damage.

Images shared by authorities 

a j

Officials also expanded the exclu­
sion zone from 5 to 6 km and 
warned the public about a heighten­
ed risk of lahars — a dangerous flow 
of mud and debris from the volcano. 

Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki 
observation post head Herman 
Yosef S Mboro reported that on Feb 
19, the volcano experienced three 
burst tremors and two distant tec­
tonic earthquakes from midnight to 
6 am.

“We also observed weakly pres­
sured crater smoke, white in color, 
with moderate to thick intensity, ris­
ing 100 to 200 meters above the cra­
ter summit,” he said.

The East Flores administration 
declared a state of emergency on 
Feb 13, which will remain in effect 
for the next six months.

Schoolchildren run during the 
eruption of Mount Lewotobi
Laki-Laki in East Flores, East 
Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia, on 
Nov 7. ARNOLD WELIANTO / AFP

A whale breaches next to a 
small boat in the Indian Ocean, 3 
kilometers from the Reunion
Island’s western coast in 2017. 
ARNAUD LECHAPELAYS / SOLENT NEWS
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any people living in 
Southeast Asia often 
think they have to visit 
Australia, the United

States or Japan to see whales, but 
such marine mammals can also be 
found in the waters in the region.

Marine mammals have been 
sighted across Southeast Asia, one 
of the world’s marine biodiversity 
hot spots with more than 3,000 spe­
cies of fish and 600 types of corals. 

Marcus Chua, who studies mam­
mals at the Lee Kong Chian Natural 
History Museum at the National 
University of Singapore, or NUS, 
said the presence of marine mam­
mals shows that local habitats are 
able to support a population of large 
predators, or, in the case of the 
dugong, large herbivores.

Louisa Ponnampalam, the 
co-founder of Malaysian marine 
mammal research and conservation 
group MareCet, added: “The signifi­
cance of losing (marine mammals) 
would mean that their habitats can 
no longer support them.”

“We should be really concerned 
about our own future should we ever 
lose them, because it means the sea 
around us is no longer healthy, and 
we humans rely so much on the sea 
for so many things, whether we real­
ize it or not,” Ponnampalam said.

Found off the coasts of the Philip­
pines and Thailand between Octo­
ber and January in search of 
warmer waters for mating and 
reproduction, humpback whales 
can grow up to 18.3 meters in length 
and weigh up to 36,280 kilograms, 
or the approximate mass of three to 
five buses.

Once hunted to the brink of 
extinction, their numbers have 
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entists, product managers and the 
division head of IT, were employed 
in an office known as the United 
States Digital Service before Musk 
took it over and renamed it DOGE, 
after a favorite cryptocurrency.

The resignations added to the 
drama surrounding Musk’s email 
demand, which was sent to employ­
ees across the government asking 
them to summarize their accom­
plishments of the past week by 
Monday. In a post on X, the social 
media site Musk owns, he asserted 
that failure to respond would con­
stitute resignation.

With the deadline approaching on

and Lopeimukat, two fertile fish­
ing grounds at Lake Turkana, in 
retaliation for the earlier killing of 
three Dasenech fishermen by Tur­
kana bandits from Kenya.

As part of Kenya’s security meas­
ures, Murkomen announced that 
national police reservists would be 
deployed to strengthen border secu­
rity and support security forces in 
combating militias and criminal 
activities.

Todonyang, a fertile fishing 
ground along the Kenya-Ethiopia 
border, has long been a hot spot for 
clashes between Kenyan and Ethio­
pian fishermen.

tor those entering and exiting our 
country:’ Murkomen said.

Tadele Hatte, chief administrator 
of Ethiopia’s Dasenech district, con­
firmed the deaths of 13 Ethiopians in 
a statement issued late on Monday. 

According to Hatte, the attacks 
were carried out by armed groups 
from Kenya’s Turkana community, 
which crossed into Ethiopia’s Das­
enech district. He said three others 
were critically injured and are 
receiving intensive medical care.

Hatte said an “organized and 
armed Turkana militia group infil­
trated the Ethiopian border and 
carried out a series of attacks in 
various areas along the Dasenech 
district”, causing extensive dam­

WASHINGTON - Federal work­
ers faced fresh uncertainty about 
their futures on TUesday after Elon 
Musk gave them “another chance” 
to respond to his ultimatum that 
they justify their jobs or risk termi­
nation, contradicting guidance 
from some officials that the request 
was voluntaiy.

The confusing back-and-forth 
has rippled through the federal 
bureaucracy, with some agencies 
instructing workers to comply and 
others not. It has become a test of 
how much power Musk wields over 
the government’s operations as he 
pursues an unprecedented cost-

Monday, the Office of Personnel 
Management, or OPM, the govern­
ment’s human resources arm, told 
workers they could ignore the email. 

Musk, the billionaire CEO of elec­
tric vehicle maker Tesla and rocket 
company SpaceX, was undeterred. 

“Subject to the discretion of the 
president, they will be given another 
chance. Failure to respond a second 
time will result in termination,” he 
wrote on X late on Monday without 
setting a new deadline.

Before the new OPM guidance, 
Trump said workers who did not 
respond would be “sort of semi­
fired,” adding to the uncertainty.

Palestinians struggle with the harsh winter conditions in tents they set up in demolished houses in 
Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on Monday, ashraf amra / anadolu via getty images

LODWAR, Kenya — Kenyan 
authorities have reinforced security 
along the border with Ethiopia aft­
er 20 Kenyan fishermen and 13 
Ethiopians were killed in clashes on 
Saturday night in the Todonyang 
border area.

Cabinet Secretary for die Interior 
and National Administration Onesi- 
mus Kipchumba Murkomen, who 
inspected the restive region on 
Monday, said the government has 
taken immediate, short-term and 
long-term measures to enhance 
security along the border following 
the incident.

“We are also improving the welfare 
of all police reservists while establish­
ing more border posts to better moni­

SANTIAGO — Chilean authori­
ties said they restored power to 
most homes on Wednesday, hours 
after a massive, rare blackout 
caused transport chaos in the capi­
tal and forced the nation’s presi­
dent to declare a state of 
emergency and a curfew across 
much of the country.

Chile’s worst blackout in well over a 
decade struck on Tuesday afternoon, 
leaving millions without power.

President Gabriel Boric blamed 
private companies that manage the 
grid for the system’s failure.

“This is outrageous! The daily life 
of millions of Chileans can’t be 
impacted like this by companies 
that don’t do their job,” Boric said in 
a statement.

Early on Wednesday, “90 percent 
of (electricity) consumption was 
restored” to homes, the power sys­
tem’s operator said in a statement. 

According to the Senapred disas­
ter response agency, the outage 
affected an area stretching all the 
way from Arica in the northern part 
of the long, narrow South American 
country to Los Lagos in the south— 
an area home to over 90 percent of 
Chile’s 20 million people.

The blackout disrupted transport 
in the capital Santiago, where thou­
sands were evacuated from the met­
ro and people jostled to board 
overflowing buses.

President Boric activated “a state 
of emergency due to a catastrophe” 
and announced a curfew until 6 am 
on Wednesday.

TEHERAN — Iran’s refusal to 
negotiate over its nuclear program 
under extreme pressure and its 
recent military exercises, while 
engaging in diplomacy, indicate 
the country’s determined and 
diverse approaches to safeguard­
ing its national interests.

The country will notyield to exter­
nal pressure or sanctions, empha­
sized Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi in a TUesday meet­
ing with his visiting Russian coun­
terpart Sergey Lavrov in Teheran.

“Negotiations under pressure, 
threats and sanctions are mean­
ingless,” Xinhua quoted Araghchi 
as saying.

At a joint news conference after 
their meeting, Araghchi said Iran 
will not agree to hold negotiations 
on its nuclear program as long as 
the “maximum pressure” cam­
paign of the United States contin­
ues against Iran.

Iran has engaged in “close con­
sultations” with Moscow on reviv­
ing the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action, or JCPOA, he said. The 
US unilaterally withdrew from the 
JCPOA signed in 2015 by Iran and 
world powers, claiming it failed to 
curtail Iran’s missile program and 
regional influence.

Teheran is determined to 
strengthen interactions with Mos­
cow, Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian said when meeting 
with Lavrov on Tuesday evening, 
according to MEHR

“Iran and Russia have similar 
views on regional issues and are 
pursuing the strengthening of 
their regional and international 
cooperation within the frame­
work of their own interactions 
and within the framework of 
regional and international organi­
zations such as the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, the

tinians. Neither people will be eth­
nically cleansed nor submitted to 
genocidal violence,” said Levy.

Mustafa Yetim, an associate pro­
fessor at the International Rela­
tions Department at Eskisehir 
Osmangazi University in Turkiye, 
told China Daily that the latest 
phase of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict has been marked by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
assertive policies, strongly backed 
by the US’ aggressive and radical 
pro-Israel stance.

Yetim said Israel continued to pur­
sue destabilizing and expansionist 
actions in Palestine, Lebanon, and 
Syria, all aimed at weakening emerg­
ing regional dynamics and exacer­
bating divisions.

Moreover, he said, the US 
regional policy, narrowly focused 
on economic gains, has further 
amplified tensions.

“The already fragile negotiations 
between Israel and Hamas face sig­
nificant challenges, and the risk of 
renewed conflict remains high,” 
said Yetim.

Sami al-Arian, the director of the 
Center for Islam and Global Affairs 
at Istanbul Zaim University, said in 
an interview with Al Jazeera that 
throughout the first phase of the 
cease-fire deal, Netanyahu had 
been trying to find a justification to 
“resume his genocidal war”

But the Israeli leader has not 
been given the “green light” by the 
US, prompting him to go through 
with the rest of the deal, and allow 
the handover of 620 Palestinian 
prisoners.

ges for propaganda purposes” it 
had been decided that the “release 
of terrorists” would be delayed 
“until the release of the next hosta­
ges has been assured, and without 
the humiliating ceremonies”

1>

Asked on Tuesday whether the 
renewed threat would be carried 
out against non-compliant employ­
ees, White House press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt said Trump would 
defer to cabinet secretaries’ gui­
dance for their workforces.

Musk was expected to attend 
Trump’s Cabinet meeting on 
Wednesday, she said.

Musk’s downsizing initiative has 
laid off more than 20,000 workers, 
with another 75,000 accepting buy­
outs, and the efforts continued to 
accelerate on TUesday.

cutting campaign with US Presi­
dent Donald Trump’s backing.

Twenty-one workers resigned 
from his so-called Department of 
Government Efficiency, or DOGE, in 
protest on TUesday, saying they 
refused to aid the downsizing effort 

“We wall not use our skills as tech­
nologists to compromise core gov­
ernment systems, jeopardize 
Americans’ sensitive data, or dis­
mantle critical public services,” the 
employees wrote in a resignation 
posted online.

DOGE did not respond to a request 
for comment on the resignations. 

The workers, who include data sci-

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian (right), speaks with Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Teheran on Tuesday. 
IRANIAN PRESIDENCY OFFICE VIA AP

Eurasian Economic Union, and 
BRICS,” Pezeshkian said.

Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei on 
Wednesday condemned fresh US 
sanctions targeting vessels, indi­
viduals, and entities allegedly 
involved in Iran’s crude oil trade. 

Iran has been conducting military 
exercises recently. Duringan exercise 
on TUesday, the Iranian Air Force 
successfully deployed advanced 
drone models Mohajer-6 and 
Kaman-12 to execute a range of com­
plex missions, MEHR reported.
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The deal for the release of four 
slain Israeli hostages in exchange 
for more Palestinian prisoners 
between the Palestinian militant 
group Hamas and Israel raised 
hopes that the multiphase agree­
ment could hold for further negoti­
ations until at least the six-week 
deadline of the first phase.

Both sides confirmed the latest 
development through media 
reports on Wednesday. However, 
Israel warned that if no further 
hostages were released by March 8, 
the cease-fire could end, highlight­
ing tiie fragility of the truce.

A Hamas leadership delegation 
concluded its visit to Cairo, where it 
met with Egyptian officials, Xinhua 
News Agency reported, citing a 
Hamas statement. Discussions were 
held on the implementation of the 
cease-fire agreement, the exchange 
of prisoners, and the prospects for 
the second phase of negotiations.

Israel was expected to release 
more than 600 Palestinian detain­
ees on Saturday after Hamas freed 
six hostages earlier in the day.

But in a statement published on 
Sunday, the Israeli Prime Minis­
ter’s office said that in light of 
Hamas’ “repeated violations”, 
including “the ceremonies that 
humiliate our hostages” and the 
“cynical exploitation of our hosta- 

Horrible tragedy
At a United Nations Security 

Council meeting on Wednesday, 
rescued Israeli hostage Noa Arga- 
mani appealed to the international 
community to put an end to “this 
terrible tragedy’!

Without immediate action, 
Argamani said, many more inno­
cent people will be killed, “includ­
ing my partner Avinatan Or” Until 
Avinatan returns, she said, “My 
heart is in captivity?’

Daniel Levy, a former Israeli peace 
negotiator and president of the poli­
cy institute US/Middle East Project, 
reiterated the importance of securi­
ty for both Israelis and Palestinians. 

“A minute of silence for each of 
the Bibas children (Israeli hostages) 
would be appropriate, as would a 
minute of silence for each of the 
more than 18,000 Palestinian chil­
dren murdered in Israel’s devasta­
tion of Gaza. That silence would 
extend to over 300 hours,” said Levy. 

He said the unlawful displace­
ment of Palestinians must not be 
endorsed or encouraged by any state, 
including a UNSC member state. 

“We know attempts have been 
made in the past to remove Pales-

‘Decisive’ response
Any Israeli threat against Iran’s 

interests will receive a “decisive” 
response from Iranian armed forces, 
Gholam-Ali Rashid, commander of 
Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya Central 
Headquarters, warned on Monday 
in southeastern Iran’s Sistan and 
Baluchestan Province. He was react­
ing to recent threats issued to Teher­
an by Israeli officials, including 
against Iran’s nuclear facilities.

Rashid added that Israel has been 
making miscalculations about Iran 
due to its lack of knowledge about 
the country and has been trying to 
deceive the US, Europe and West 
Asia by running an “incorrect” nar­
rative about Iran’s power over the 
last four months.

Addressing the 17th Cultural 
Festival of Ali Akbar at the Summit 
Hall of the Ministry of Defense in 
Teheran on Tuesday, Aziz Nasirza- 
deh, minister of defense, said that 
Iran is ready to give a strong and 
decisive response to any threat or 
mistake committed by the enemy, 
IRNA reported.

age. Local authorities said the vio­
lence has displaced thousands of 
civilians.

The district administrator said 
the attackers seized six fishing 
boats, more than 120 fishing nets, 
and looted property from the local 
trading community.

On the Kenyan side, officials pro­
vided a different account, saying 
that heavily armed militia raided 
areas along the Kenya-Ethiopia bor­
der near the Omo River. The attack­
ers allegedly opened fire 
indiscriminately on fishermen, 
heightening tensions between the 
two countries.

According to Kenyan officials, 
Ethiopian militia struck Lotiira 
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Israel-Hamas pact raises hopes of 
cease-fire holding until further talks

Sabotage ruled out
Interior Minister Carolina Toha 

ruled out sabotage as the reason for 
the power loss, which began at 3:16 
pm in the middle of the Southern 
Hemisphere summer.

“There is no reason to assume 
that this is an attack,” she said on 
Tuesday, telling reporters it was 
more likely “a failure in the system’s 
operation”

The metro company, which 
transports 2.3 million passengers 
every day, said workers were 
deployed to all stations “to support 
safe evacuations.”

Out-of-service traffic lights 
caused major gridlocks, with some 
people having to walk for hours 
under the hot sun to reach their 
homes.

Shops and offices closed early.
The Chilevision broadcaster 

showed a video of people trapped on 
a mechanical ride several meters 
high at an amusement park in Santi­
ago before being rescued.

An AFP photographer saw fire­
fighters rescue a distraught elderly 
woman who had been trapped 
inside an elevator.

The country’s hospital system and 
prisons were operating on emergen­
cy generators.

Boric flew over the capital by heli­
copter to assess the situation.

Chile boasts one of the best power 
networks in South America and has 
not had a blackout this big in about 
15 years.

In 2010, damage to a power plant 
in southern Chile plunged hundreds 
of thousands of people into dark­
ness for several hours.

That outage happened a month 
after a massive 8.8-magnitude 
earthquake killed more than 500 
people and rocked the national 
power grid.
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Employees manage a high-tech strawberry production plant at an agricultural industrial park in Hoh- 
hot, capital of the Inner Mongolia autonomous region, on Wednesday. The park focuses on the develop­
ment of intelligent agriculture, ensuring plants grow under precise controls, ding genhou / for china daily

By WANG KE JU

wangkeju (g chinadaily, com.cn

By MA SI

masi@chinadaily.com.cn

Local governments recently unveiled 
financial plans, giving more guidance

Chinese mainland stocks have 
been on a tear this year, continu­
ing their strong performance that 
began later in 2024, said Kristina 
Hooper, chief global market strat­
egist at Invesco, a global invest­
ment management company.

Hooper said the rally was ini­
tially driven by stimulus from Chi­
nese policymakers and has lately 
been largely spurred by excite­
ment around DeepSeek’s Al 
advances.

“Chinese stocks have had 
attractive valuations for years, 
but the appearance of these 
important catalysts has made the 
difference. Chinese stocks, espe­
cially Chinese tech stocks, could 
have a long runway,” Hooper said. 

On Wednesday, the National 
Financial Regulatory Adminis­
tration and the National Devel­
opment and Reform Commission 
held a symposium on the pilot 
program for equity investment 

China’s efforts to develop and 
utilize distributed renewable ener­
gy in rural areas will further 
enhance their energy security 
while promoting the use of clean 
power across the country, accord­
ing to industry experts.

According to the “No 1 central 
document” for 2025 that outlines 
priorities to deepen rural reforms 
and solid steps to advance all- 
around rural vitalization, the gov­
ernment will further step up the 
development of distributed renew­
able energy to ensure sufficient 
power supply in these regions.

Distributed solar power refers to 
small-scale solar energy systems 
that generate electricity locally, typ­
ically on rooftops or land around 
homes, businesses or communi­
ties. Unlike traditional power 
plants that generate electricity cen­
trally and transmit it over long dis­
tances, distributed solar allows 
users to produce their own power, 
which is especially beneficial for 
rural areas where extending the 
power grid can be costly.

The government will also further 
strengthen and enhance rural pow­
er supply security, encouraging the 
construction of public charging 
and battery-swapping facilities 
where conditions permit, accord­
ing to the document, which was 
released on Sunday.

As the first policy statement put 
out by China’s central authorities 
each year, the document is seen as

Yuan weakens
against greenback
Tire central parity rate of the Chi­
nese currency renminbi, or the 
yuan, weakened 6 pips to 7.1732 
against the US dollar on Wednes­
day, according to the China Foreign 
Exchange Trade System. In China’s 
spot foreign exchange market, the 
yuan is allowed to rise or fall by 2 
percent from the central parity rate 
each trading day. Hie central parity 
rate of the yuan against the US dol­
lar is based on a weighted average 
of prices offered by market makers 
before the opening of the inter­
bank market each business day.

localities reflects the complex eco­
nomic landscape they are navigat­
ing, marked by challenges that are 
weighing on overall revenue gen­
eration, said Yang Zhiyong, presi­
dent of the Chinese Academy of 
Fiscal Sciences.

Tepid consumer demand and 
price pressures have directly 
impacted tax collection, therefore 
affecting the taxpaying capacity of 
businesses and directly dragging 
down the pace of fiscal revenue 
growth, Yang said.

The dampened demand in the 
real estate market, coupled with 
uncertainties clouding the coun­
try’s exports due to Washington’s 
trade barriers, have collectively 
diminished the fiscal revenue­
generating capacity of local gov­
ernments, Yang added.

As China’s local governments 
set modest growth targets in 
general public budget revenues 
and await the finalization of 
their 2025 debt issuance quotas 
after the upcoming National 
People’s Congress session in 
March, budget expenditure 
growth rates disclosed by local 
authorities are generally low, 
with some provinces even 
reporting declines in spending 
growth.

“The initial local fiscal spending 
budgets were based on only a por­
tion of the debt quotas provided 
up front by the Ministry of 
Finance,” Luo said.

However, as the fiscal deficit- 
to-GDP ratio is expected to be 
widened and local government 
special-purpose bond ceilings 
raised in March, local govern­
ments will have more fiscal fire­
power to boost consumption, 
scale up investment and anchor 
market expectations, Luo added. 

KPMG China said in late 
December that the country’s fiscal 
deficit-to-GDP ratio is poised to 
hit a record high of 4 percent for 
this year.

Meanwhile, the new quota for 
local government special bonds in 
2025, according to Wen Bin, chief 
economist at China Minsheng 
Bank, is expected to reach 4.5 tril­
lionyuan ($618.57 billion).

A large number of major 
infrastructure projects and key 
initiatives are set to commence 
construction this year, leading 
to continued high demand for 
new funding. Moreover, local 
governments are facing the 
pressing task of replacing exist­
ing hidden debt, recouping idle 
landholdings and acquiring 
existing commercial housing for 
public rental housing purposes, 
Wen said.

Policymakers aim to create a vir­
tuous cycle where enhanced 
spending efficiency and effective­
ness lead to stronger economic 
growth, which in turn generates 
greater tax and revenue collection 
capacity for the government, Wen 
added.

In 2024, high-tech zones have 
demonstrated remarkable progress 
in fostering innovation and eco­
nomic development, contributing 
significantly to the nation’s techno­
logical advancement and industrial 
transformation. The combined GDP 
of these zones reached 19.3 trillion 
yuan ($2.67 trillion), marking a 
year-on-year increase of 7.6 percent. 

Additionally, the zones have 
attracted significant foreign invest­
ment, with newly registered foreign 
enterprises increasing by 24.6 per­
cent year-on-year in 2024, and the 
zones accounted for about 40 per­
cent of the nation’s actual use of 
total foreign investment.

“By releasing Al application sce­
nario lists and organizing industry­
academia collaborative events, 
high-tech zones have actively pro­
moted the application of Al tech, 
including Al large language models 
in key sectors,” said Wu Jiaxi, deputy 
head of the planning department at 
the MIIT.

Companies have also established 
innovation centers for humanoid 
intelligent robots and developed 
on-chip brain-computer interface 
intelligent interaction systems in 
these national high-tech zones, the 
MIIT added.

Zhou Guangyong, deputy direct­
or of the Wuhan East Lake High- 
Tech Development Zone in Hubei 
province, said the optoelectronic 
information sector in the zone sur­
passed 600 billion yuan in revenue 
last year. The zone has focused on 
advancing core technologies, estab­
lishing world-class innovation plat­
forms, and fostering industrial 
clusters in integrated circuits and 
optical communications.

Industrial clusters refer to an 
industrial grouping formed by a 
large number of companies and 
institutions in proximity that cany 
out mutual cooperation and 
exchanges. It is considered to be an 
advanced form of industrial divi­
sion of labor and agglomeration 
development, and is part of China’s 
push to pursue high-quality devel­
opment of manufacturing, experts 
said.

According to the MIIT, China’s 
high-tech zones continue to play a 
pivotal role in driving innovation, 
attracting global talent and foster­
ing economic growth, positioning 
the nation as a global leader in high- 
tech industries.

Chinese mainland and Hong 
Kong shares jumped on Wednes­
day as investors are optimistic 
that an Al boom will lift the 
nation’s economic growth, ana­
lysts said.

The Shanghai Composite Index, 
an A-share market benchmark, 
gained 1.02 percent to close at 
3380.21 points, snapping a two-day 
decline.

Tech shares, especially semicon­
ductor firms, were among the best 
performers, with the STAR 50 
Index, which tracks Shanghai’s sci- 
tech innovation board, climbing 
2.17 percent to close at 1126.82 
points.

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng Index 
surged 3.27 percent to 23787.93 
points, while the Hang Seng Tech 
Index soared 4.47 percent to 
5953.79 points, a three-year high.

w

Electricians on their way to check power facilities at a vegetable 
plantation in Wuzhou, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region. 
HE HUAWEN / FOR CHINA DAILY

China’s national high-tech indus­
trial development zones, the back­
bone of the country’s forward- 
looking technology sector, are 
stepping up the push to cultivate 
emerging sectors such as humanoid 
robots, quantum information, new 
energy storage and synthetic biolo­
gy, the country’s top industry regu­
lator said on Wednesday.

The comments came as enterpris­
es in China’s national high-tech 
industrial development zones con­
tribute around 50 percent of the 
nation’s research and development 
expenditure and invention patents. 
Meanwhile, the zones have become 
critical hubs for artificial intelli­
gence development, hosting 60 per­
cent of China’s listed Al-related 
companies and 50 percent of Al uni­
coms, or startups valued at $1 bil­
lion or more, said the Ministry of 
Industry and Information Technol­
ogy.

Yao Jun, head of the MIIT plan­
ning department, said that by inte­
grating technological innovation 
with industrial transformation, Chi­
na’s national high-tech zones aim to 
build world-class high-tech parks 
and innovation hubs, positioning 
themselves as pioneers in innova­
tion-driven development and high- 
quality growth.

trillion yuan
combined GDP of the high-tech 
zones in 2024

ity access, reducing power shorta­
ges and improving living condi­
tions for rural communities, said 
Lin Boqiang, head of the China 
Institute for Studies in Energy Poli­
cy at Xiamen University.

“Reducing reliance on tradi­
tional fossil fuels is crucial for 
supporting agriculture, small 
businesses and local industries, 
driving economic growth,” he 
said.

According to a recent guideline 
released by the State Council, green 
development will cover urban and 
rural areas comprehensively by 
2035, with an increased reduction 
in carbon emissions.

Distributed photovoltaic genera­
tion has become a key driver of 
energy transition in China, the 
country’s top energy authority said. 

As China continues to drive its 
energy transition, distributed 
photovoltaic generation is 
emerging as a key contributor to 
the country’s renewable energy 
efforts.

The sector generated around 
346.2 billion kilowatt-hours (kWh) 
of electricity last year, accounting 
for 41 percent of the nation’s total 
PV output, according to data 
released by the National Energy 
Administration.

by financial asset investment 
companies.

Emphasizing the importance of 
expanding the pilot program for 
bolstering technological innova­
tion and serving private enter­
prises, the meeting said the goal is 
to mobilize more social capital to 
support technology-driven enter­
prises.

The NFRA also said that it will 
ease the qualifications for off­
shore financial institutions to 
hold stakes in onshore insurance 
companies.

Effective March, the require­
ment that Hong Kong and Macao 
financial institutions must have 
total assets of no less than $2 bil­
lion as of the end of the most 
recent year to hold stakes in 
mainland insurance companies, 
will no longer be enforced.

an indicator of policy priorities.
Zhong Baoshen, chairman of 

Longi Green Energy Technology Co 
Ltd, a key player in the photovolta­
ic sector, said distributed solar 
power lias become an attractive 
option for many rural communi­
ties, replacing expensive and ineffi­
cient traditional fuels.

Rural areas, especially those far 
away from the grid, often face chal­
lenges with respect to energy 
access. Extending the grid to these 
areas can be expensive and logisti­
cally challenging, he said.

“Distributed solar systems, 
however, can provide a decen­
tralized solution, allowing 
homes to generate their own 
power independently of the cen­
tral grid. It has the potential to 
revolutionize the energy land­
scape in China’s rural regions, 
saving costs while boosting local 
economic growth.”

Industry experts believe solar 
energy, with no fuel expenses and 
low maintenance costs, has been 
developing rapidly in China’s vil­
lages over the past few years and 
is expected to become a game­
changer in China’s rural regions. 

By enhancing rural power sup­
ply infrastructure, the initiative 
ensures stable and reliable electric-

ByZHOULANXU

zhoulanrv@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHENG XIN

zhengrin@chinadaily.com.cn
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China’s general public budget 
revenue is expected to grow at 
around 2 percent year-on-year in 
2025, which analysts said is a pru­
dent goal in the face of both 
domestic challenges and external 
uncertainties, after local govern­
ments recently unveiled their 
financial plans.

General public budget revenue 
is the sum of tax revenue and non­
tax revenue.

Despite feeing a tight fiscal bal­
ancing act, China will resort to a 
more proactive fiscal policy this 
year, including raising the fiscal 
deficit-to-GDP ratio and issuing 
more government bonds, to steer 
the economy toward a sustainable, 
high-quality growth trajectory, 
they said.

While the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region and the 
Xizang autonomous region stand 
out with expected year-on-year 
general public budget revenue 
growth of about 10 percent, the 
remaining 29 provincial-level 
regions on the mainland have set 
more conservative targets, with 
growth rates largely concentrat­
ed between the 2 percent to 3 per­
cent range.

Guangdong province, the 
nation’s top general public bud­
get revenue generator in 2024, 
and Shandong province, ranking 
fifth, both project 3 percent 
growth in their general public 
budget revenues. Meanwhile, 
Jiangsu province, Zhejiang prov­
ince and Shanghai — ranking sec­
ond, third and fourth, 
respectively — have set even more 
conservative targets of 2 percent. 

An analysis of budget plans 
reveals that China’s 31 provincial 
regions on the mainland have 
set an average growth target of 
2.8 percent for general public 
budget revenue in 2025, mark­
ing a decline of 1.6 percentage 
points compared to last year’s 
target average, said Luo Zhi- 
heng, chief economist at Yuekai 
Securities.

Over the past decade, China’s 
national fiscal revenue growth tar­
gets have consistently been slight­
ly lower than those set by local 
governments, with the difference 
typically within 1 percentage 
point, Luo said.

This trend is very likely to con­
tinue in 2025, as the central gov­
ernment might aim for a modest 
general public budget revenue 
growth target of around 2 percent, 
Luo added.

China’s fiscal revenue expecta­
tions for 2025 are closely tied to 
the broader economic outlook, as 
local governments have already 
set a weighted average GDP 
growth target of about 5.3 percent 
for this year.

The widespread caution in fiscal 
revenue expectations among

Jr ; j

PBOC conducts
reverse repos
China’s central bank conducted
548.7 billion yuan ($76.49 billion) 
of seven-day reverse repos at an 
interest rate of 1.5 percent on 
Wednesday. The move aims to keep 
liquidity in the banking system at 
an adequate level, the People’s 
Bank of China said. A reverse repo 
is a process in which the central 
bank purchases securities from 
commercial banks through bid­
ding, with an agreement to sell 
them back in die future.
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Cutting-edge features help C909 fly even higher
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A C909 aircraft performs a flight demonstration during an airshow in Nanchang, Jiangxi province, in November, chen hui / for china daily

SaaS firm Kingdee opens regional HQ in Qatar
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the ‘triple jump’ in developing the 
C909, which is a technological 
breakthrough, commercial break­
through and ecological break­
through,” Chen said.

Since its maiden commercial 
flight on June 28, 2016, the C909 
series has delivered 160 aircraft as 
of the end of January. A total of 
644 flight routes, both domestic

By WANG YING in Shanghai 
wang_ying@chinadaily.com.cn

ByHANJINGYAN

hanjingyan@chinadaily.com.cn

Representatives from Kingdee group and Qatar pose for photo­
graphs during the launch ceremony of Kingdee's Qatar headquar­
ters on Tuesday, provided to china daily

and international, have been oper­
ated, and 580,000 hours of safe 
flights were conducted, delivering 
nearly 20 million passenger trips, 
according to its manufacturer 
COMAC.

“The C909 has secured its domi­
nance in China’s regional aircraft 
market by accounting for 70 percent 
of the market share in terms of

With China mass producing home- 
grown aircraft such as die C919 and 
C909, ushering in a series-develop­
ment stage, a new era has started for 
the nation’s commercial aircraft 
development featuring uniqueness, 
new energy and speed qualities, said 
an official at Commercial Aircraft 
Coip of China.

“The domestically made passen­
ger aircraft represents the indus­
try’s depth, breadth and bright 
future,” said Chen Yong, chief 
engineer of COMAC, during an 
annual forum held by Fudan Uni­
versity’s School of Management on 
Feb 16.

According to Chen, who is also the 
chief designer of China’s regional 
C909 jet, the aircraft is designed and 
tested by China in accordance with 
the highest and latest international 
standards.

The jet was formerly' known as the 
ARJ21, or Advanced Regional Jet for 
the 21st Century.

As a pioneer of made-in-China 
passenger jet technology, Chen has 
led his team to achieve historic 
accomplishments since 2003. The 
team developed China’s first region­
al airliner from scratch.

Over the years, Chen has played a 
role as the key architect in spear­
heading the aircraft’s upgrade and 
series development. “We’ve made

customers in achieving overseas 
digital operations.

In December 2023, Kingdee and 
the QIA announced an agreement 
wherein QIA would invest around 
$200 million in Kingdee.

Mohammed Saif Al-Sowaidi, CEO 
of QIA, said: “QIA has been an inves­
tor in Kingdee since 2023 and recog­
nizes the company’s expertise in 
enterprise digitalization and cloud 
services in China. We are confident 
that Kingdee will succeed in their 
expansion and will bring a valuable 
offering to the Middle East market” 

“We are delighted to welcome 
Kingdee to Qatar. The establishment 
of their regional headquarters in 
Qatar marks a significant milestone 
in our ongoing efforts to attract lead­
ing global technology companies to 
our region,” said Sheikh Ali Alwaleed 
Al-Thani, CEO of Invest Qatar. 

“We look forward to working 
closely with Kingdee, QIA, and QFZ 
to drive forward our shared vision of 
economic growth and technological 
advancement, in line with Qatar 
National Vision 2030 and the Third 
National Development Strategy’ he 
added.

volume. Up to 60 percent of the 
world’s similar aircraft models deliv­
ered last year were C9O9s,” said Chen. 

Such achievements were made 
with a strong focus on safety, 
including airworthiness safety and 
flight safety, as well as an unwaver­
ing pursuit to strike a balance 
between safety and economy, 
according to Chen.

“Stalling and ice formation are 
the two greatest challenges to over­
come in our path to achieving air­
worthiness safety, and we have 
conducted more than 8,200 stalling 
test flights,” said Chen.

“And to ensure flight safety, we 
have consistently made innova­
tive developments and designs, 
including quiet and dark cockpits

Kingdee, a Chinese software as a 
service (SaaS) company serving over 
7.4 million customers worldwide, 
has opened a regional headquarters 
in Qatar, intending to widen its foot­
print in the Middle East and North 
Africa region.

Commenting on the launch cere­
mony in Qatar on Tuesday, Robert 
Xu, chairman and CEO of Kingdee, 
said: “Today marks a pivotal 
moment in the global expansion 
plans of Kingdee ... Kingdee plans 
to leverage Qatar as a bridgehead 
for expanding our footprint into 
the markets of the Middle East and 
North Africa, driving the digital 
transformation of local enterprises 
and supporting Qatar to achieve its 
‘Qatar National Vision 2030?

“We are confident in our ability to 
deliver professional enterprise digi­
tal solutions to Qatar and the 
regional market,” Xu added.

The move is believed to have 
been facilitated through support 
from the Qatar Investment 
Authority (QIA), the sovereign

Commenting on the strategic 
move, Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Hamad bin Faisal Al-Thani, CEO of 
QFZ, said: “Kingdee’s decision to 
establish its regional headquarters 
in our free zones reaffirms Qatar’s 
position as a leading hub for digital 
innovation. This partnership, devel­
oped through the joint efforts of 
QIA, Invest Qatar and QFZ, reflects 
our collective drive to achieve 
Qatar’s Third National Develop­
ment Strategy — the final wave of 
the Qatar National Vision 2030.”

“By integrating Kingdee’s expert­
ise into our technology ecosystem, 
we will accelerate digital transfor­
mation and strengthen Qatar’s role 
as a gateway for next-generation 
solutions to drive economic diversi­
fication and sustainable growth,” he 
added.

He noted that QFZ would provide 
Kingdee with a strategic platform to 
strengthen its regional presence, 
cultivate high-impact collabora­
tions and contribute to the evolu­
tion of enterprise digitalization.

By leveraging its industry expert­
ise and the management models of 
China’s leading enterprises, Xu

Chen Yong, chief engineer of 
Commercial Aircraft Corp of 
China

wealth fund of Qatar; Invest Qatar, 
its investment promotion agency, 
as well as Qatar Free Zones 
Authority (QFZ).

Founded in 1993, Kingdee, whose 
solutions are used in 172 countries 
and regions worldwide, is listed on 
the main board in Hong Kong. King­
dee SaaS solutions support 42 lan­
guages and serve over 1,000 

Sheikh AU Alwaleed Al-Thani,
CEO of Invest Qatar 

*

and intelligent piloting instru­
ment systems for pilots,” Chen 
added.

As the development of the C909 
heads toward scale and series pro­
duction, Chen said the research and 
development team has put a partic­
ular focus on adapting to the latest 
technologies and industrial 
upgrades.

He said the future of passenger 
aircraft development will follow 
three mega trends — developing 
variant models, adopting clean and 
low carbon emission energies, as 
well as exploiting supersonic air­
craft.

The C909 is currently the region­
al jet with the most variants 
including business jets, cargo 
planes, medical aircraft, rescue 
command aircraft and firefighting 
models among others, according to 
public information.

COMAC has built C909 produc­
tion lines with an annual produc­
tion capacity of 50 aircraft, and the 
company said there are 770 aircraft 
in pending orders.

I
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The establishment 
of their regional 
headquarters in Qatar 
marks a significant 
milestone in our 
ongoing efforts to 
attract leading 
global technology 
companies to our 
region.”

The domestically
made passenger 
aircraft represents the 
industry’s depth,
breadth and bright 
future.”
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Uniqueness, 
new energy, speed, 
features set apart 
homegrown planes

stressed that Kingdee can provide 
end-to-end digital solutions encom­
passing financial management, sup­
ply chain optimization, and 
production operations to local busi­
nesses in markets participating in 
the Belt and Road Initiative. 

“The establishment of Kingdee 
Qatar represents a strategic mile­
stone in Kingdee’s commitment to 
delivering localized services from 
Qatar Free Zones to global clients,” 
he said.

“Guided by the principle of‘think 
globally, operate locally’, the compa­
ny will synergize regional business 
acumen with technological 
strengths, integrating Al-driven dig­
ital technologies and management 
expertise to provide comprehensive 
one-stop solutions,” Xu said.

He further said this move will 
accelerate the development of the 
Middle East’s software and internet 
industries through technological 
empowerment.
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Allies have little enthusiasm for escalated chip war
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he imposition of unilateral sanctions has never been a reasonable and viable 
tool to settle disputes or conflicts. Instead, used for political purposes, they only 
serve to aggravate the situation and do a disservice to the sound development of 
trade relations.

Yet, for some economies, sanctions have become a tool ready to hand as a DIY make-do 
for want of a more considered policy option. The European Union, Canada and the Unit­
ed Kingdom made this knee-jerk choice when they announced sanctions against individ­
uals and entities, which they claim have supported the Russian military.

The EU announced that it has added 53 new entities to the list of those that it has iden­
tified as supporting the Russian military-industrial complex or engaged in sanctions cir­
cumvention, including 25 from China. Canada and the UK also imposed new sanctions 
against a number of entities and individuals including some from China.

Such unilateral sanctions are not in the least reasonable or warranted. Is there any rea­
son for China and its neighbor Russia to stop doing business just because of the military 
conflict between Russia and Ukraine?

China has always upheld ajust and objective position on the Ukraine crisis and worked 
for its political settlement It has never provided lethal weapons to any party of the con­
flict and it exercises strict export control over dual-use articles. The scope and measures 
of China’s export controls over drones are the most stringent worldwide. As a Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson said, China carties out normal economic and trade coop­
eration with Russia as it does with other countries, and this is “beyond reproach”.

China has lodged serious protests against the illegal unilateral sanctions as there are 
no grounds for disrupting or affecting the normal exchanges and cooperation between 
Chinese and Russian businesses. It will take necessary measures to safeguard Chinese 
companies’ lawful rights and interests.

It is wishful thinking for Canada, the EU and the UK to believe they can employ coercive 
means such as economic sanctions to exert pressure on China in the hope that the latter 
will change its stance to be in line with theirs. Given the fact that Washington is engaged in 
direct negotiations with Russia for peaceful settlement of the conflict, the EU, the UK and 
Canada doubling down on their economic coercion targeting Russia and continued com­
mitment to provide military assistance to Ukraine will only prolong the conflict.

This is a far cry from what China has been doing for the peaceful settlement of the con­
flict China does not do anything to add fuel to the flames. It is hopeful imagining that 
China would jump on the bandwagon of the EU, the UK and Canada to isolate Russia eco­
nomically. It is not in the interest of China, and neither is it in the interest of global eco­
nomic development and world peace.

For the settlement of the hostilities between Russia and Ukraine, or at least a ceasefire 
between the two countries, the EU, the UK and Canada should think twice about their 
actions that will only protract the conflict.

China attaches importance to the development of relations with the EU. China and the 
EU are each other’s second-largest trading partner. The trade volume between both parties 
amounted to more than 5 trillion yuan ($689 billion) in 2024. But that does not mean that 
China will accept the unilateral sanctions the EU has imposed against Chinese companies. 

China is also the second-largest trade partner of Canada and an important trade part­
ner of the UK The trade relations between the two countries and China are important for 
both economies. China remains committed to the development of sound trade relations 
with them. It is a mistake for them to politicize trade relations with China. China will cer­
tainly take countermeasures against the unilateral sanctions on its companies, which 
will undoubtedly do a disservice to the development of trade ties with them.

The sanctions being implemented by the Western economies are politically motivated 
and undermine the principles of international law. China believes that a solution to the 
Ukraine crisis and the establishment of a balanced, effective, and sustainable European 
security framework should be reached through dialogue, cooperation and consensus 
among all relevant parties, rather than through prejudiced punitive sanctions. 

The rationality and constructiveness of its position have been validated by the recent 
momentum that has been generated that may herald an end to the conflict

With Donald Trump back in the White 
House, the United States continues to use 
“return of manufacturing” as an excuse to 
justify tariffs and protectionism, as if 
international competition alone is to 
blame for the decline of its “rust belt” and 
the declining living standards of its ordi­
nary people.

Without fundamental changes to envi­
ronmental protection issues, labor price and 
other factore that led to the relocation of 
industry from the US, can the US revitalize 
its manufacturing through a trade war? Not 
to mention that the anticipated return of 
manufecturing also feces a host of obstacles. 

First, the US needs to massively 
upgrade its infrastructure. Whether it is 
electricity, water, railways and roads, the 
US currently does not have the founda-

A Sino-Russian scientific research team 
has conducted borehole camera opera­
tions to get a complete temperature pro­
file of the interior of a 545-meter-thick 
glacier that they drilled into during Chi­
na’s earlier 40th Antarctic expedition, 
from Nov 2023 to April 2024. 

Now, in the 41st expedition, which 
began last November and will be on till 
May, China has acquired key parameters 
such as borehole temperature, inclina­
tion, and changes in borehole diameter, 
using a new type of independently devel­
oped technology to study the drilled hole. 

The importance of these results for 
research in climate change cannot be 
overestimated. The Antarctic ice sheet, 
which can trigger a global sea level rise of 
70 meters should it melt, is the largest 
potential factor affecting future sea level

tion for a large-scale return of manufac­
turing. Such infrastructure not only 
requires huge investments, but also takes 
a considerably long time developing. Giv­
en the financial resources and construc­
tion efficiency, it is almost impossible for 
the US to accomplish this task. 

Second, the US economy is dominated 
by the tertiary sector, with services 
accounting for more than 80 percent of its 
GDP. That means its industrial structure 
is seriously divorced from manufacturing. 
To promote the return of manufacturing 
the US must carry out large-scale industri­
al restructuring, but how can changes that 
do not conform to the law of capital multi­
plication be achieved?

Third, to bring back manufacturing, 
enterprises must reduce costs, which

changes. However, there is considerable 
uncertainty regarding how exactly the 
melting Antarctic ice sheet contributes to 
sea level changes, because of our insuffi­
cient understanding of the evolution of 
the ice sheet in the past. 

The East Antarctic Ice Sheet accounts 
for a high percentage of the world’s ice 
and can significantly impact global cli­
mate change. Its internal ice layers, like 
pages of a history book, record informa­
tion about past climate changes. By ana­
lyzing its core, scientists can understand 
changes in temperatures in the past, pre­
cipitation, atmospheric composition, and 
other climatic factors, thereby construct­
ing climate evolution models and, more 
importantly, comprehending future cli­
mate change trends.

In the 2000s, the Chinese team conduct-

requires a weak dollar policy. However, in 
order to attract international capital to 
finance its current account deficit, curb 
domestic inflation, and consolidate the 
dollar’s international status, a strong dol­
lar policy is needed. When these two are 
in conflict, the US will undoubtedly opt 
for a strong dollar policy, the cornerstone 
of its hegemony.

The US’ claim that it imposes tariffs 
and engages in trade protection to pre­
vent workers from other countries taking 
away jobs of its domestic workers is only 
a political pretext. Raising tariffs will not 
only fail to promote the return of manu­
facturing, but also increase the costs for 
American consumers and push up infla­
tion in the US.

ince the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and New Zealand 
in 1972, no matter how the international and regional situation has changed, the 
relationship has always maintained a healthy development momentum and it 
has been a steadying certainty in a fest-changing world.

The two countries are both important members of the Asia-Pacific region with strong eco­
nomic complementarity and no historical grievances or conflicts of fundamental interests. 

That they regard each other as an opportunity and partner, rather than a challenge or 
threat, was reinforced by the meeting between President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister of 
New Zealand Christopher Luxon in Lima, Peru, in November, in which the two leaders provid­
ed strategicguidance for thetwo countries to continue promoting sound and steady relations. 

And during Premier Li Qiang’s visit to New Zealand in June, the two sides reached 
broad common understandings on deepening practical cooperation to ensure their com­
prehensive strategic partnership produces more tangible benefits for the two peoples.

The series of high-level contacts are continuing with New Zealand’s Deputy Prime Min­
ister and Foreign Minister Winston Peters paying a three-day visit to China, which started 
on Uiesday. There is huge potential to be tapped in bilateral economic and trade coopera­
tion, and it is anticipated that his talks with his hosts will help advance the implementa­
tion of the common understanding reached between the leaders of the two countries and 
consolidate the sound trajectory of their relations.

A veteran politician, this is Peters’ sixth official visit to China since his first in 1997 as 
deputy prime minister and treasurer. He is well-acquainted with China’s development 
path as well as the close connections between that and the development of the Asia-Pacif­
ic region. The friendly familiarity between the two countries and peoples has been con­
ducive to Wellington remaining removed from the China-targeted geopolitical games 
and cliques of some countries in the region under the guidance of Washington.

This year marks the 11th anniversary of the establishment of their comprehensive stra­
tegic partnership. As Vice-President Han Zheng said during his meeting with Peters in 
Beijing on Wednesday, China is willing to work with New Zealand to adhere to the correct 
direction, strengthen confidence in cooperation, enhance mutual understanding, pro­
mote the sustained, healthy and stable development of the comprehensive strategic part­
nership, and make more contributions to peace, stability, development and prosperity of 
the two countries and the region.

The wide-ranging, in-depth discussions between Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Peters 
are expected to highlight the two sides’ shared willingness to step up strategic communi­
cation on bilateral relations and international and regional issues of mutual interest, 
enhance mutual understanding, and deepen their exchanges and cooperation.

China is also willing to strengthen coordination and cooperation with New Zealand, 
and to work with it in multilateral frameworks such as the United Nations, the Asia-Pa­
cific Economic Cooperation mechanism and the World Trade Organization to uphold the 
freedom and openness of regional trade.

It is the freedom and openness of regional trade that has significantly enhanced the 
well-being of people of both countries and the region at large. It is well worth cherishing.

ASML engineers from maintaining semi­
conductor equipment in China. 

But the question is whether the US’ 
allies are still willing to follow the US’ 
instructions, since their “cooperation” 
with the former US administration, 
which attached strategic significance to 
strengthening the alliance against China 
and Russia, could only be called half­
hearted. The US can’t compensate for­
eign companies for their economic 
losses if they give up the Chinese market 
as required. Not to mention the harm 
they would suffer as a result of China’s 
foreseeable retaliatory measures. 

If the Trump administration cannot 
resolve the practical concerns of the US 
allies, it will be more difficult for it to win 
their continuing cooperation in the chip 
war against China under the flag of ‘Value 
diplomacy’! The administration’s about- 
fece in foreign and trade policies has left 
almost all its allies and partners high and 
dry on the Ukraine crisis and on their eco­
nomic relations with the US, shattering the 
“values” that they thought the US shared 
with them.

That the Dutch foreign trade ministry 
and Japanese ministry of economy, trade 
and industry declined to comment when 
asked about the latest contact with the 
Dump teams, a sharp contrast with their

; * 
r-:

I
j

Former commerce secretary Gina Rai­
mondo once called the United States’ 
attempts to prevent China from accessing 
US-sourced advanced semiconductors 
and related manufacturing equipment a 
“fool’s errand”. Her remark, made not 
long before she left office, showed she 
saw clearly that it was a Sisyphean task. 

That explains why, despite the huge 
amounts of work the previous adminis­
tration did in that regard until even the 
last week of it being in office, its chip war 
has basically failed to check China’s 
development in the field, and ahnost all 
parties involved, which are under US 
coercion, oppose the US’ campaign. 

Yet the Ihimp administration is seeking 
to persist with that endeavor as it is report­
edly drawing up even tougher versions of 

the US’ semiconductor 
curbs and pressuring 
key allies to escalate 
their restrictions on Chi­
na’s chip industry in a 
bid to limit China’s tech­
nological prowess.

Administration offi­
cials recently met with 
their Japanese and 
Dutch counterparts to 
discuss restricting 
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ed studies to note fluctuations on the sur­
face of the interior ice sheet at Grove 
Mountains since the Pliocene Epoch. The 
Larsemann Hills region surveyed by the 
Sino-Russian joint team abuts the Princess 
Elizabeth Land ice sheet, and understand­
ing its subglacial geological environment is 
crucial to understanding the dynamic evo­
lution mechanisms and mass balance char­
acteristics of the Princess Elizabeth Land 
terminal ice sheet, representing an impor­
tant step in uncovering the evolutionary 
laws of the East Antarctic Ice Sheet. 

The research team also recovered about 
7 cubic meters of drilling fluid from the 
hole. If someday mankind learns enough 
about the laws governing climate change 
to be able to curb it, the contribution of 
Chinese teams should not be forgotten. 

- ZHANGZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

we-are-in responses to the former US 
administration’s cajoling, is a further evi­
dence of their shared hesitation. 

The lYump administration should bear 
in mind many US allies and partners 
started repairing ties with China the 
moment Tramp was elected president in 
November. And the shock waves the 
administration has caused in the past 
month or so since it took office have 
proved the foresight of the adjustment of 
their China policy.

The lYump administration should value 
the common understanding it reached 
with Beijing that the start of its tenure 
should represent a new beginning for the 
relationship be tween the two countries. If 
it continues to pour old wine into a new 
bottle, hollowing out the potential of bilat­
eral cooperation and engagement, any 
mutual trust between the two sides will 
soon dissipate, pushing the relationship 
back into the previous lose-lose model. 

As the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
responded via a spokesperson on the US’ 
latest move to escalate its chip war 
against China, politicizing and weaponiz- 
ing economic, trade and technological 
issues only hinder the development of the 
global semiconductor industry and will 
ultimately harm the US as well as others. 

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

Politicizing trade with sanctions is 
blinkered, futile and self-harming
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Tariffs, protectionism mere excuses 
wont bring jobs, industry back to US
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US tariff wars have global fallout, united fight needed
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walling to pick from a whole array of fiscal 
and monetary tools and use them to 
achieve its goals. Besides, China’s political 
system warrants not only social stability 
but also the continuity of the objectives, 
strategies and policies, all of which encour­
age private capital to invest and take risks

na’s Taiwan island, the European Union, 
Mexico, and Vietnam accounting for the 
majority of the deficit.

Although recent steel and aluminum 
tariffs did not explicitly single out China, 
the intent is clear.

Also, the US’ underlying strategy 
extends beyond trade. By targeting China’s 
manufacturing and high-tech industries, 
the US aims to weaken its global competi­
tiveness. The US uses tariffs both as eco­
nomic punishment and strategic 
deterrence. Yet history shows such pres­
sure tactics often backfire. In China’s case, 
tariffs have prompted the countiy to expe­
dite its industrial upgrading and become 
more economically resilient. Rather than 
capitulating to the US, China will double 
down on innovation-driven economic 
development, expand its domestic market 
and pursue a more self-reliant develop­
ment model.

The repercussions of the US’ protection­
ist crusade will be felt beyond China. Can­
ada and Mexico, integral to North 
America’s supply chains, are also in die US’ 
crosshair. Canada supplies nearly 25 per­
cent of the US’ steel and 79 percent of raw 
aluminum imports while Mexico is a cru­
cial supplier of aluminum alloy and scrap 
metals. So using tariffs as leverage, die US 
may seek concessions in border control, 
energy policy and alignment of regula­
tions.

The European Union, another US tariff 
target, has been warned that it has to pay 
higher tariffs on its auto exports — a loom­
ing transatlantic trade war is threatening

in long-term ventures.
Finally, starting in 1840 through 1945, 

China endured attacks and invasions by 
Western powers and some neighbors. 
These more than 100 years of aggression, 
known in Chinese narrative as “the centuiy 
of humiliation” are veiy much instilled into 
the Chinese psyche, affording a need for 
unity, self-protection and national 
strength, which call for hard work, sacri­
fice, entrepreneurship and social cohesion. 
This not only facilitated the work of the 
Communist Party of China, which played a 
key role in bringing to an end tiiat “humili­
ation” but has also positively contributed 
to the competitiveness of the economy. 

The West might choose to intensify its 
animosity toward China, ignited chiefly by 
economic fears, with tariff wars aimed at 
halting its progress, thus ignoring that Chi­
na’s structural-historical factors ensure the 
country’s progress with its own dynamics 
and self-sustainability. True, some sources 
estimate China exports-to-GDP ratio 
amounts to nearly 18 percent. But if tariffs 
reduced its exports to 14.4 percent of GDP, 
though a very unlikely event, domestic con­
sumption can easily offset it by a corre-

to weaken the US’ alliances and dampen 
global economic prospects. 

The international community cannot 
endure this wave of protectionism. As 
such, international institutions, trade 
blocs and individual countries should 
uphold free trade not just to shield their 
economies against US tariffs but also to 
safeguard the fundamental rules of global 
trade and ensure the international eco­
nomic order is not dismantled by national­
ist impulses.

For China, the escalating trade conflicts 
present both challenges and opportunities. 
While rising tariffs increase short-term 
pressure, they also accelerate long-needed 
structural shifts toward high-value manu­
facturing and greater economic self-suffi­
ciency. By promoting industrial 
innovation, enhancing domestic consump­
tion and strengthening regional trade ties, 
China can become not only more resilient 
but also stronger.

The world has reached a crossroad. Will 
global trade continue to be conducted based 
on the principles of cooperation, mutual 
benefit and shared growth? Or will it suc­
cumb to zero-sum games dictated by blind 
nationalism? The answer lies in fighting the 
US tariff menace with collective resolve. As 
Washington raises its tariff walls, the rest of 
the world must work together to keep the 
doors of global trade open.

The author is dean of the School of Interna­
tional Studies at Nanjing University.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those 
China Daily.

manufacturing in the US. The US is one of 
the world’s largest consumers of steel and 
aluminum, which are required by indus­
tries, ranging from automobiles and aero­
space to infrastructure. But rather than 
embracing the efficient global supply 
chains, the US leadership views import of 
goods as an economic liability. The previ­
ous round of tariffs saw a 27 percent drop 
in US steel imports and a marginal 
increase in domestic production — a poli­
cy outcome now being repackaged as a 
job-saving strategy.

Beyond economic calculations, political 
calculus is at play in the US’ strategy. The 
Rust Belt states — home to the US’ declin­
ing industrial base — hold the key to win­
ning presidential elections. By branding 
the imposition of tariffs as a battle for US 
jobs, the administration seeks to consoli­
date its support base in those politically 
crucial swing states. In reality, however, it 
is marketing protectionism as a populist 
panacea.

But tariffs are rarely about just econom­
ics; they are about leverage, too. The latest 
round of trade restrictions is a strategic 
attempt by the US to reshape the distribu­
tion of benefits among key trading part­
ners. The administration claims it is 
correcting the trade imbalance, arguing 
that past trade policies left the US in a dis­
advantageous position while its trade part­
ners reaped disproportionate benefits. 
Unsurprisingly, Beijing remains the main 
target. In 2024, the US’ total goods and 
services trade deficit was $918.4 billion, 
with both the Chinese mainland and Chi-

'Ihe author is a non-resident senior fel­
low at the Center for China and Globali­
zation.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

ess than a month into his second 
term, US President Donald Trump 
launched a new round of trade
wars, using tariffs as a weapon to

advance the United States’ interests. On 
Feb 1, Trump signed an executive order, 
imposing 10 percent tariffs on Chinese 
goods and 25 percent tariffs on Canadian 
and Mexican goods. And on Feb 10, the 
Thimp administration levied 25 percent 
tariffs on all steel and aluminum imports, 
without exceptions or exemptions. 

The US administration’s aggressive 
trade policy to push forward the “America 
First” strategy represents a massive 
increase in the US’ protectionist policies, 
violating the fundamental principles of 
global trade.

But trade conflicts are not new to Wash­
ington. During his first term in office, 
frump imposed a barrage of tariffs on Chi­
nese goods on the pretext of safeguarding 
the US’ economic security, which included 
25 percent duty on $50 billion worth of Chi­
nese goods — and later an additional $200 
billion worth of Chinese goods. The two 
sides agreed to a temporary detente in Jan­
uary 2020 after the signing of the “Phase 
One” trade agreement. But amid the shift­
ing political tides in Washington, the 
administration quickly sidelined those com­
mitments. Now, the US’ renewed assault on 
global trade threatens to undermine years 
of multilateral economic cooperation.

In an era of economic interdependence, 
free and open trade has fueled global pros­
perity. Yet Washington has resorted to eco­
nomic nationalism in a bid to revitalize

The author is a professor at the 
Institute Empresarial University 
in Spain, a senior fellow at the Bei­
jing Club for International Dia­
logue, and was special adviser to 
the president of Costa Rica from 
2018 to 2022.
The views don’t necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

The blend of 
economic

province has to 
offer. For exam­
ple, the region 
is known for
being the foundation of the German 
automotive industry in China with sev­
eral BMW factories, and vibrant ancil­
lary industries which supply auto parts 
and other equipment. Yet rather than 
technology, State-owned enterprises’ 
reforms, or modernizing agriculture, I 
feel there is a need to promote and 
develop the region’s wonderfully unique 
tourism sector.

After we moved to Shenyang more 
than seven years ago, I was amazed to 
make these historic discoveries. But they 
don’t compare with the charm of hop­
ping in your car and embarking on a 
road trip into the beauty and history of 
the province’s countryside. 

Where is the world’s longest under­
ground river cavern? It is in Benxi city, 
just an hour’s drive from Shenyang. 
Another couple of hours drive will take 
you to the lush landscape and pristine 
valleys of Laobian River, the crystal clear 
rivers and farms of Qingshan River of 
Kuandian county, Dandong city. And fur­
ther south to the border, you will find the 
famous Yalu River bridge connecting 
China with the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea.

Shenyang city itself boasts a charming 
Korean town, a Muslim town, and is 
home to several international consu­
lates. And a historic hospital that sits on 
the Zhongshan Square roundabout was 
originally built by the Japanese after 
they invaded and occupied Shenyang, 
which witnessed the painful chapter of 
China’s modern history.

In the heart of the city, the govern­
ment’s urban planners have created a 
riverside paradise for urban residents 
and visitors along the Hun River. The 
urban green space includes more than 
20 kilometers of lush green parks, 
along which you find kayaking, end­
less bicycle paths, creeks, thorough­
bred horse clubs, the city’s world-class 
exhibition center, and the architectur­
al masterpiece, the Shengjing Grand 
Theater.

All these sites are worth visiting but 
they don’t obscure the region’s strategic 
role in China’s electric vehicle revolu­
tion, with companies and facilities at the 
center of some of the world’s most 
important innovations in manufactur­
ing and robotics situated here. The blend 
of economic development, histoiy and 
natural diversity can be enjoyed by resi­
dents and visitors alike.

ssuming that the measures US 
President Donald Trump has 
taken in the first few weeks in 
office reflect a new and sustaina­

ble path for the United States, instead of 
whims, will they have an impact on China’s 
economic prospects?

Before addressing this question, we 
should analyze the structural strengths of 
China, “structural” in this case being those 
strengths that do not depend on external 
factors. There are at least six such structur­
al factors in China’s favor.

First, the large size of China’s domestic 
market guarantees low average production 
costs and, therefore, relatively low prices of 
its high-tech and heavy industrial goods 
and economies of scale. Hence, whether or 
not China has access to external markets, 
its enterprises can produce at competitive 
prices even in the most complex and large- 
scale sectors.

Second, according to the World Bank, 
the savings-to-GDP ratio of China (over 44 
percent) is much higher than those in most 
Western economies (about 18 percent in 
the US) and the world average (27 percent). 
This creates for China a large margin to 
increase consumption without endanger­
ing macroeconomic stability. In the face of 
trade conflicts, this might help mitigate the 
impact of declining exports on Chi­
na’s GDP. —

Third, China lias invested in 
high-quality education, which has 
helped create a very productive 
and adaptable labor force. An 
educated population can bet­
ter comprehend budget con­
straints, the value of forfeiting 
short-term aspirations for 
long-term national strategic 
objectives, and the broad set of 
contesting factors that ought 
to be contemplated when 
drawing development policies, 
all of which feeds into high lev­
els of social cohesion, a critical 
factor in determining the 
investment ratio and GDP 
growth.

Fourth, since ancient times 
China has cultivated an appe­
tite for knowledge and techno­
logical solutions to production 
problems. China invented 
gunpowder, mechanical 
clocks, the compass, printing 
and paper, among other 
things. After the launch of 
reform and opening-up in
1978, substantive budget allo­
cations for research and devel­
opment have strengthened the 
quest for science, enabling the 
country to compete with the West in 
several cutting-edge fields. 

Fifth, in terms of sustaining eco­
nomic growth, China’s political sys­
tem has strengths that are not 
found in Western economies. The 
Chinese leadership is pragmatic 
when choosing and implementing 
economic policies. For instance, 
“what matters is that the cat catches 
mice, no matter black or white” 
Therefore, the leadership can and is

iving in Shenyang, my wife’s 
hometown in Liaoning prov­
ince, I welcome the Chinese 
leadership’s emphasis on revi­

talization of the northeast region play­
ing a bigger role in Chinese 
modernization.

With the Chinese government’s 
structural and policy focus during the 
past three decades being on developing 
other key regions of the country, the 
northeast region fell behind in the 
pecking order of popularity and eco­
nomic growth. Yet in the noitheast, we 
find a region of diverse importance; it 
is a key industrial hub, home to several 
ethnic groups, rich in many natural 
resources, such as Shenyang Palace 
Museum, which was first built in 1625 
and paved the history of the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911).

Having lived for many years in other 
parts of the country, including Shanghai, 
tiie island province of Hainan and Hang­
zhou, Zhejiang province, I dare to say the 
down-to-earth soul of the northeast peo­
ple is very much shaped by the history of 
the region since 1900 or thereabouts. 

When it
comes to the
idea of desired
destinations
and develop­
ment in China,
the world
thinks of Bei­
jing, Shanghai,
Guangzhou
and Shenzhen,
which are
amazing places development, 
to visit and
even settle
down. Only a
relatively small 
number of peo-
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sponding reduction in the savings-to-GDP 
ratio of 3.6 percentage points, bringing the 
savings-to-GDP ratio to about 41 percent, 
still much higher than the West’s average 
savings rate. In such a scenario, the impact 
of tariffs on China’s GDP would be mini­
mal, if any, while consumption and the 
qualify of life in China would improve. 

Moreover, the new US administration’s 
measures have, unintentionally, become a 
key factor in strengthening “team China” 
The US administration seems to have 
embarked on a crusade to make enemies 
out of friends and friends out of countries 
deeply discredited before the US’ Western 
allies. Cuts in the budget of the US Agency 
for International Development (USAID) 
might prove right those who consider 
American capitalism highly predatory and 
might cause havoc in many countries and 
groups of people that benefited from US 
aid.

The revival of the outdated 19th century 
Monroe Doctrine (“America for the Ameri­
cans”) and the Manifest Destiny (right of 
the US to expand its territory) is hurting 
relations with countries like Demnark, Pal­
estine, some Arab nations, Canada and 
Panama, and is seen as a warning by the 
rest of the world. The US administration’s 
mercantilist-protectionist trade practices 

and threats against US friends and 
foes alike, stand in the way of legal­
ly binding multilateral rules and 

bilateral trade treaties, which 
were promoted, if not 
imposed, for decades by the 
very United States itself. 

The US linking of tariff 
threats and sanctions to the 
US’ geopolitical rivalry with 
China contradicts one of the 
core propagandistic argu­
ments when, for instance, the 
Central America-Dominican 
Republic Free frade Agree­
ment was being promoted. 

More than just raising eye­
brows, the US administration 
may have forced many people 
across the world to have sec­
ond thoughts about the sincer­
ity and real intentions of the 
administration and to wonder 
if it is not better to strengthen 
relations with a trade eager 
“no-strings-attached” China, 

away from a mercantilist end-justi- 
fies-any-means US. 

Therefore, quite beyond the 
structural positive factors men­
tioned above, the US administra­
tion’s announcements and 
decisions might have improved the 
prospects for the Chinese economy 
and its overall standing in the 
world.

Natural beauty, 
histoiy beckon 
one and all to 
the northeast

history and 
natural diversi­
ty can be

pie realize how enjoyed by res- 
much Lia,oning idents and visi­

tors alike.

The US administration 
seems to have embarked on 
a crusade to make enemies 
out of friends and friends 
out of countries deeply 
discredited before the US 
Western allies.
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parities within the EU, ultimately 
strengthening European cohesion. 
A fragmented EU cannot achieve 
strategic autonomy and genuine 
integration, making subregional 
cooperation with China a valuable 
complement to broader EU inte­
gration efforts.

Conversely, the US has often act­
ed as an obstacle to European 
integration and autonomy. A 
recent example is Polish Prime 
Minister Donald Tusk, under US 
influence, pressuring European 
leaders to ramp up defense spend­
ing. Meanwhile, figures such as 
Elon Musk and JD Vance have 
sought to interfere in European 
domestic politics by amplifying 
far-right narratives and fostering 
discord. Additionally, despite the 
EU’s lack of explicit geopolitical 
interests in East Asia, Washington 
continues to pressure European 
governments into adopting a con­
tainment strategy against China, 
further compromising European 
strategic autonomy.

As Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has emphasized the development 
of Europe is conducive to promot­
ing world peace and stability. Chi­
na and the EU, as two of the 
world’s major civilizational forces, 
share similar normative expecta­
tions and a common interest in 
promoting multilateralism and 
global governance. If the EU is to 
advance its strategic autonomy, it 
must move beyond outdated 
frameworks of “systemic rivalry”, 
refrain from imposing its own val­
ues as a universalizing model, and 
focus on pragmatic, mutually ben­
eficial cooperation with key part­
ners. Rather than reducing 
autonomy to military self-suffi­
ciency and protectionism, 
Europe’s most effective path to 
autonomy and integration lies in 
fostering relationships that rein­
force its unity and long-term sta­
bility. By deepening engagement 
with China — its strongest advo­
cate for integration, the EU can 
chart a course toward genuine 
strategic autonomy while main­
taining its commitment to multi­
lateralism, global governance, and 
sustainable development.

are “structural” rather than tem­
porary. As a result, strategic auton­
omy is no longer a ‘luxury” but a 
necessity imposed by external geo­
political conditions.

With NATO’s credibility increas­
ingly in question, Europe must 
recognize that reliance on US mili­
tary backing is no longer a certain­
ty. Hump’s return has fundamentally 
altered transatlantic relations, 
forcing European leaders to recon­
sider their long-term security 
strategy. In this new era of uncer­
tainty, strategic autonomy is not 
just an aspiration — it is a crucial 
step toward safeguarding Europe’s 
future.

While strategic autonomy lias 
become a “historical necessity” for 
Europe, the EU’s internal divisions 
complicate its ability to act deci­
sively. The lingering effects of the 
Eurozone crisis, the rise of far- 
right extremism, the refugee crisis, 
and Brexit have weakened Euro­
pean cohesion, making it difficult 
to translate the vision of autono­
my into concrete policy. However, 
strengthening cooperation with 
external partners that support 
European integration could help 
mitigate these internal challenges 
and reinforce the EU’s emergence 
as an independent global actor. 

One often-overlooked reality is 
that China has been one of the 
most consistent supporters of EU 
integration and autonomy. This 
stance is not only normative but 
also aligns with China’s economic 
interests. The EU is China’s sec­
ond-largest export market, while 
China is the EU’s second-largest 
trading partner. The Belt and 
Road Initiative depends signifi­
cantly on the EU, as Europe repre­
sents the final destination for 
some trade routes. A more unified 
and economically integrated EU 
strengthens China’s access to sta­
ble markets and enhances global 
trade efficiency. 

China has also taken concrete 
steps to support European eco­
nomic stability. During the sover­
eign debt crisis in Europe’s 
southern belt, China demonstrat­
ed its commitment by purchasing 
public debt in Greece, Portugal 
and Spain, while ramping up its 
investments in the region. In Cen­
tral and Eastern Europe, China 
launched an initiative in 2012 to 
address infrastructure gaps and 
stimulate economic development. 
While often misrepresented as a 
divisive strategy, China’s engage­
ment in these regions actually 
helps reduce core-periphery dis­
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Given that these concerns may 
vary across the bloc, China should 
endeavor to do so in the form of 
minilaterals under the broad frame­
work of the China-ASEAN coopera­
tion mechanism, and not necessarily 
adherent to full participation of all 
member states at one go. 

Of the various collaborative 
frameworks between the Southeast 
Asian bloc and the second-largest 
economy in the world, the ASEAN- 
China Free Trade Area remains the 
institutional cornerstone of their 
economic and trade relations. The 
substantial conclusion of the 
ASEAN-China FTA version 3.0 late 
last year witnessed the progression 
of the FTA upgrade with the inclu­
sion of consumer protection and 
competition provisions, alongside 
significance attached to new drivers 
for sustainable economic growth in 
electronic commerce and green 
technology.

As the bilateral trade figures are 
all set to breach the $l-trillion 
mark, there has been a growing 
positive trend of promoting Track 2 
diplomacy which encourages peo- 
ple-to-people engagement. China is 
flexing its tourism muscles astutely. 
Not only does it serve as a tool of 
soft power in its neighborhood 
diplomacy outreach, but more con­
spicuously it helps catalyze the 
post-COVID-19 economic recovery 
within the region.

While China-ASEAN relations 
are heading for a promising pros­
pect with more non-economic pil­
lars coming into play, existing 
unresolved issues cannot be taken 
for granted. The long-outstanding 
issue of overlapping territorial 
claims in the South China Sea 
shouldn’t be left as an elephant in 
the room.

While China and ASEAN are 
expediting the negotiations on the 
Code of Conduct for the South Chi­
na Sea, perhaps it’s equally crucial 
for China to reach out to the respec­
tive claimant states for bilateral 
engagement on the disputes. After 
all, not all ASEAN member states 
are involved and the complexities 
of disputes vary from case to case. 

All in all, it’s in the long term 
interest of China-ASEAN relations 
to have the disputes resolved as 
soon as possible. The inconclusive­
ness of the territorial disputes 
impedes the constructive building 
of mutual trust, leaving rifts for 
external forces to drive wedges in.

L-1

The author is a visiting senior fel­
low at the London School of Eco­
nomics and Political Science and 
adjunct professor at Shanghai 
University. The author contribut­
ed this article to China Watch, a 
think tank powered by China Dai­
ly. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

elations between China 
and the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
are viewed as one of the 

most successful models of multilat­
eral cooperation and regional eco­
nomic integration across the Asia- 
Pacific region, if not the world. 

To Beijing, the bilateral relations 
showcase its 
neighborhood 
diplomacy rooted 
in die spirit of 
amity, sincerity, 
symbiosis and 
inclusiveness. 
From the per­

spective of the 10-member bloc, 
China has not only been its largest 
trading partner since 2009, but also 
the trailblazer in promoting region­
al connectivity, alongside address­
ing the development finance gap 
through the mammoth Belt and 
Road Initiative.

Indeed, the bloc lias the most 
number of mechanisms of coopera­
tion with China, accounting for 
almost 20 percent of the total col­
laborative frameworks that ASEAN 
has with its 11 official dialogue part­
ners. In short, the multi-dimension­
ality of their relations marks the 
China-ASEAN comprehensive stra­
tegic partnership.

In contrast, the recent tariff 
threats of Donald Trump against all 
economies that have a trade surplus 
with die United States are casting a 
long shadow on die ASEAN-US com­
prehensive strategic partnership. 

Under the previous Joe Biden 
administration, the US had its 
trade-in-goods deficit with the bloc 
continuously on the rise — growing 
from $199.9 billion in 2022 to 
$204.1 billion in 2023, and subse­
quently soaring to $227.7 billion in 
2024. This will likely give die 
Trump administration a good 
excuse to weaponize tariffs against 
ASEAN, given that the US is the 
largest source of cumulative foreign 
direct investment in ASEAN, with 
its total stock reaching nearly $480 
billion in 2023 — almost double die 
combined US investments in China, 
Japan and the Republic of Korea. In 
early 2024, the US surpassed China 
to become the largest export mar­
ket for ASEAN products, with 15 
percent of ASEAN’s exports des­
tined for the US.

In addition, leading economies in 
the bloc, such as Indonesia, Thai­
land, Malaysia and Vietnam, which 
embrace “BRICS Plus”, either as a 
full-fledged member or a partner 
nation, may risk being hit with a 
100 percent tariff threat if they 
insist on pursuing local currency 
trade payment settlements — a 
move to ditch die greenback that is 
set to court retaliation from the

The author is president of the Belt 
and Road Initiative Caucus for 
Asia Pacific. The author contributed 
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

Hump administration. It won’t 
come as a surprise if ASEAN were 
therefore to be cowed into accept­
ing certain trade-offs at the expense 
of its relations with China.

ASEAN, currently die fourth- 
largest trading partner of the US, is 
known to be the world’s fastest 
growing trade area with a sizeable 
GDP of $3.6 trillion, alongside 
being viewed as a linchpin in the 
US “Indo-Pacific” strategy. 

Amid the prevailing hype on sus­
tainable economic development, 
the region’s thriving digital econo­
my is projected to have a vast 
potential of $1 trillion by 2030. 
Both the US and China, being com­
prehensive strategic partners of 
ASEAN, are set to scramble for the 
coveted turf to harness the huge 
market potential.

As the region is on the threshold 
of embarking on sustainable devel­
opment, the China-initiated Global 
Development Initiative makes a 
perfect vehicle to foster a new 
dimension of ASEAN-China coop­
eration in sustainable development. 
This goes for beyond mere trade as 
intended in the Free Trade Agree­
ment.

As this aligns with the United 
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustaina­
ble Development, projects imple­
mented under the Global Develop­
ment Initiative framework are 
presumably more receptive to the 
host countries which might be 
caught in the entanglement of Sino- 
US geopolitical competition. 

In this respect, noting that cli­
mate governance is taking a back 
seat on Trump’s agenda, sustainable 
development will thus provide Chi­
na with a window of opportunity to 
advance its Global Development 
Initiative in the Global South, nota­
bly in Southeast Asia.

Altiiough ASEAN’s development 
priorities have never been homoge­
neous, the region’s quest for exter­
nal assistance in mitigating 
common challenges such as pover­
ty, climate change, food insecurity, 
cross-border crime and develop­
ment finance remains real and 
increasingly pronounced. Individu­
al ASEAN member states such as 
Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Vietnam took the liberty to 
embrace “BRICS Plus” mainly to 
leverage the vast collective resour­
ces of the Global South, of which 
China is the key driving force. 

In this context, China is not short 
of tools to facilitate the mitigation 
of insecurities confronting the 
region. It’s time for China to prove 
the worth and relevance of the 
Global Security Initiative in 
addressing the non-conventional 
security concerns of its largest trad­
ing partner.

China and ASEAN must navigate the challenges to their 
relations while seizing the opportunities of the partnership

he return of Donald 
Trump to the White 
House has once again 
sent shock waves through

the transatlantic alliance. His 
threat of a trade war with the 
European Union, pressure on EU 
states to increase defense spend­
ing, and withdrawal from multi­

lateral 
institutions 
such as the 
United Nations 
Human Rights 
Council and the 
World Health 
Organization 

have heightened European anxie­
ties. The United States’ potential 
exit from the World Hade Organi­
zation raises further alarm, 
prompting European leaders to 
reconsider their security and eco­
nomic dependencies.

At tiie Munich Security Confer­
ence 2025 from Feb 14 to 16, US 
Vice-President JD Vance fueled 
these concerns by accusing the EU 
of democratic backsliding and 
asserting that Europe’s greatest 
security threat lies within. These 
developments have reignited the 
debate on European “strategic 
autonomy”, an issue that has 
become more urgent in light of the 
US’ shifting foreign policy priori­
ties.

As a matter of feet, the concept 
of strategic autonomy in the EU 
dates back to the post-Cold War 
period and gained momentum aft­
er the 2003 Iraq invasion. Howev­
er, it became a central theme in
2016 with the Global Strategy for 
the EU’s Foreign and Security Poli­
cy-

While strategic autonomy has 
been widely discussed in EU insti­
tutions, its definition remains 
ambiguous. At its core, it signifies 
Europe’s ability to define its values 
and interests and act upon them. 
France lias been its strongest 
advocate, incorporating the con­
cept into its White Paper on 
Defence and National Security as 
early as 1994. Meanwhile, some 
policymakers remain skeptical, 
arguing that strategic autonomy is 
overly ambitious, financially bur­
densome, and unrealistic outside a 
Euro-Atlantic framework.

However, the latest develop­
ments in Washington indicate that 
European leaders can no longer 
take US security commitments for 
granted. The persistence of 
Thump-style policies, even beyond 
his first presidency, suggests that 
these shifts in US foreign policy
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EU’s most effective path to strategic autonomy in Trump’s 
second term lies in fostering relationships 

that reinforce its unity and long-term stability
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I Ancient books
hold many clues

Museum exhibition launches first interactive puzzle-solving game;
attracting more visitors to understand classic texts
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Players participate in the puzzle-solving game in the National Museum of Classic Books’ exhibition hall located in Beijing's National Library of China.
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digital platforms and social media accounts. 

A number of articles will also be published, 
with attribution, in China Daily.

Culturally themed gifts will be offered and 
contributors may be invited to attend offline 

events organized by China Daily. 
Scan the QR code for submission details.

Scan the
QR code 
for details.

This is your chance to get published! "My 

China Moments" - an international collec­
tion of essays, videos and visual works com­

piled by China Daily — is now open for 

submissions. The initiative seeks diverse sto­

ries and insights from foreigners in China. 
Written articles, videos and other visual 

works in English can be submitted for 

consideration.

Selected pieces will be published, with 
attribution, on platforms such as the China 
Daily website and China Daily app along with

The author, Francesca Garfagnoli, is an 
editor with a background in literature and 
culture. She studied at the Capital Normal 
University in Beijing and has been working
in the city for the past two years.

insights, my grandparents wanted to orga­
nize the trip all by themselves, by reading 
books and brochures, and even navigating 
online. My' grandpa called me every night, 
saying that he found a new neighbor in Bei­
jing and that he wanted to see a new scenic 
spot that he definitely did not want to miss 
out on. He was very meticulous because he 
cared a lot about this trip.

When they arrived, my grandparents 
were impressed by the infrastructure and 
facilities — they had never seen anything so 
modern and efficient. I still remember the 
train ride we took from the airport to the

center of Beijing, during which they were 
speechless, caught up in a world so different 
from theirs and, yet, so mesmerizing.

This two-week trip was full of surprises 
forthem. For instance, they did not expect to 
find the food so savory and exquisite; they 
were impressed by the variety and richness 
of Chinese cuisine and how different ingre­
dients could combine to create such an

interesting harmony of flavors. I introduced 
them to all the regional differences, such as 
Yunnan, Xinjiang, Guangdong, and Shanxi 
cuisines.

They appreciated the deep culture, atten­
tion to detail, and sense of order and cleanli­
ness they encountered throughout the city. 
They visited many famous attractions, such 
as the Forbidden City and the Temple of 
Heaven and so many more — the harmony 
between ancient traditions and modem life 
truly captivated them. They were amazed by 
how well every historical site was preserved, 
reflecting die respect and care of people 
deeply connected to their history.

But the part that they loved the most was 
discovering my life here in China. I brought 
them to my work and showed them my 
office, apartment and all the small shops 
and restaurants I visit daily. They were 
delighted by each small aspect and every 
litde detail of my day-to-day existence. 
They were finally able to understand my 
life choice and, although they will always 
miss me and hope I will be as close to them 
as possible, they were pleased that I chose 
China as my home.

My parents and my family have shaped 
my perception of so many aspects of life: 
from history to culture, from food to inter­
personal relationships. Growing up, I 
believe it is only fair that children return 
this favor. For example, I have been able to 
open the doors to this great country, China, 
to my friends and family.

Because they have supported me in every 
step of my education, I have always shared 
my knowledge with them after each of my 
university classes. At night, during dinner, 
I used to always tell them about new infor­
mation I learned about Chinese history, 
philosophy, literature, and even modern 
society. Therefore, my parents had the 
chance to know China through my eyes, 
and they became more interested in the 
Middle Kingdom.

However, back when I was attending uni­
versity in Italy, I was also getting to know 
China through the lens of my teachers, hav­
ing not yet been there myself. Finally, in 2019, 
when I first went to Beijing to attend univer­
sity, I was able to tell my family about my own 
perception of China, about its wonders, its

amazing food, and the kindness of its people. 
I discovered that the land of the Sinites 

was actually very different from what I had 
imagined and from what I was told in the 
West — much better in so many aspects. The 
more I knew, the more I shared with my 
family, and their appreciation toward my 
new home grew.

So, they started planning a trip to visit me. 
Even my grandparents wanted to come. 
This dream came true in the spring of 2024, 
when I greeted my family at the airport in 
Beijing with the biggest smile.

Although I had given my detailed

1

a puzzle game design team, says the prin­
ciple of the game is to encourage players 
to read the text of the ancient books on 
display and use that knowledge to com­
plete the puzzle.

‘The game produces a real connection 
between the players and the exhibits. They 
become ‘cocreators’ of the exhibition’s inno-

clues and achieve their goal of protecting 
the ancient books.

In the single-role version, the mission is to 
investigate a mysterious situation in the 
exhibition hall at midnight — the ancient 
book Shan HaiJing turns its own pages.

If players choose the three-role version, 
a three-person group is necessary. Each

player follows different parts of the story­
line and completes different puzzles. 
Cooperation and competition will hap­
pen. Because a saboteur is hidden in the 
group, betrayals and cheating will shock 
the players. If the saboteur wins the game 
in the three-role version, players will have 
to face the “consequences” of failing to 
protect the ancient books.

After the single-role version was 
launched in November 2024 and the three- 
role version on Jan 23, the game has quickly 
become popular among puzzle enthusiasts 
and traditional culture fans. By late Janu­
ary, about 1,000 players participated in the 
game. Chen Weiwei, from the exhibition 
department of the National Library of Chi­
na, reveals that the reservation quotas reg­
ularly sold out in one minute.

Feng tried many times to make a reserva­
tion and finally played the game with a 
friend three weeks after its launch. The two 
young women walked around the exhibi­
tion hall, talked about the storyline in low 
voices, and browsed the pages of the ancient 
books that provided clues. They spent more 
than an hour completing the game. The 
answer to the final puzzle revealed a deeply 
touching motto that encourages the inherit­
ing of ancient classics.

The game is a subprogram of the origi­
nally designed IP Shanhaishe, a virtual 
community for the protection and resto­
ration of ancient books, which was named 
after the classic Shan Hai Jing and initiat­
ed by the museum in 2019.

“We developed the Shanhaishe IP and 
created a series of puzzle-based activities, 
hoping to introduce similar activities 
alongside major exhibitions in the 
future,” says Gu Heng, director of the 
exhibition department at the National 
Library of China.

vation, helping transition the educational 
functions of the museum,” says Dai.

Players can reserve the game on the 
museum’s WeChat account and choose 
the single-role or three-role versions. 
They will act as ancient classic book pro­
tectors trying to find answers to puzzles 
with a good understanding of the hidden

“1

n an exhibition hall of the National 
Museum of Classic Books, located 
within Beijing’s National Library of 
China, real-time puzzle game players

use guidebooks while checking passages 
in ancient classic books, and searching for 
clues to solve the game.

Feng Wanwen, a player of the immersive, 
interactive puzzle-solving game Ancient 
Book Restorer — Hundred Cities Book, 
scanned a QR code on the guidebook to 
receive missions to find the hidden “truth” 
on the game’s WeChat mini-program. The 
game is won by completing puzzles with 
clues hidden in exhibits, such as oracle 
bones, bamboo and wooden slips, stone 
inscriptions and rare ancient books.

The museum launched the exhibition 
in September 2024 as part of celebrations 
for the 10th anniversary of the establish­
ment of the National Museum of Classic 
Books founded by the national library. 

Entry to both the exhibition and inter­
active gaming is free.

Hiding the first clues, a version of Shan 
HaiJing (Classic of Mountains and Seas) 
published in 1180 during the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279) is the book’s earliest 
edition found to date. Players need to 
have a specific understanding of the dis­
tance between mountains, and then find 
the answer to the first puzzle using a spe­
cially designed “ruler”. The “ruler” is 
made of paper with the mountains’ infor­
mation printed on it. Players will find the 
answer once it’s folded.

Feng says she enjoyed the process of 
using the “ruler”.

“Players must understand the text of 
Shan Hai Jing and fold the ruler the right 
way to get the answer,” she says.

Among the 83 exhibits, more than 20 pro­
vide clues to the game. As the game’s story­
line goes on, the players need to read, 
understand, and analyze the text of ancient 
books and use ancient maps.

Dai Ying, the founder of Puzzle Master,

Francesca Garfagnoli with her dad and 
grandparents at the Bund, Shanghai. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

An ancient edition 
of The Four Books, 
with annotations
by scholars, is 
displayed in an 
exhibition hall of 
the National 
Museum of 
Classic Books, 
from which 
puzzle-solving 
game players can 
uncover clues. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO 
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Players must comprehend the texts and pictures to solve the puzzles, including from the books Ben Cao Gang Mu (left), or 
Compendium of Materia Medica, Shan Hai Jing (right), or Classic of Mountains and Seas, and guidebooks (center) for 
players.
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Chelsea up to 4th after routing Saints
The Blues end a three-match losing run by beating a team destined to go down
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Amorim: United must avoid recruitment mistakes of the past

Ruben AmorimAFP

Atletico holds Barca in crazy’ 8-goal cup semi
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Major League Soccer fined Inter 
Miami captain Lionel Messi an 

undisclosed amount on Tuesday for 
placing his hand on a New York City 
FC assistant coach's neck. 

The incident happened during 

Saturday's 2-2 draw. 

Messi was leaving the pitch fol­
lowing the full-time whistle after 

receiving a yellow card for a verbal 
exchange with referee Alexis Da Sil­

va. The reigning league MVP had 
some words with New York assist­

ant coach Mehdi Ballouchy and 
covered his mouth as two Miami 
assistants intervened. Messi started 

to walk away, then turned back 

toward Ballouchy. He put his right 

hand on the back of Ballouchy's 
neck and squeezed hard enough 

that it appeared to stun him. 
The league also fined Inter Miami 

forward Luis Suarez an undisclosed 
amount for violating the hands to 

the face/head/neck of an opponent 
policy in a separate incident in that 
match. He grabbed New York 

defender Birk Risa by the back of 
the neck during a skirmish following 

the halftime whistle.
Chicago Fire midfielder Brian 

Gutierrez was suspended one 
match and fined an undisclosed 

amount for knocking down Colum­
bus'Yevhen Cheberko with a high 

elbow to the head in 4-2 season­
opening loss on Saturday.

Manchester United manager 
Ruben Amorim believes avoiding 
the kind of expensive mistakes the 
club has made in the transfer' mar­
ket is the key' to halting the English 
giant’s decline.

The Portuguese coach has been 
unable to turn around United’s mis­
erable season since taking charge in 
November, with the Red Devils sit­
ting 15tli in the Premier League.

That is despite spending over 600 
million pounds ($760 million) in 
just over two years on new players 
under his predecessor Erik ten Hag. 

Amorim had limited funds to work 
with in the January transfer window.

time since 2022.
“In this moment, we have five, six, 

seven important injuries. We start­
ed the season very good for a long 
period. Then with injuries, especial­
ly to our box striker, we tried differ­
ent solutions,” Maresca said.

was on the right track, and his team 
repaid his belief with a convincing 
result, albeit against a moribund 
team rooted to the foot of the table. 

Chelsea’s third league win in 11 
matches revived its bid to qualify for 
the Champions League for the first

Barcelona dominated the rest of the 
first half.

Torres should have leveled but 
his shot was weak and Atletico goal­
keeper Juan Musso saved easily.

The La Liga leader hit two goals 
in two minutes to pull back level, 
with Kounde setting up Pedri for 
the first before Cubarsi nodded 
home from a corner.

Torres spurned another golden 
chance for Barca’s third, rounding 
Musso but misfiring under pres­
sure from Clement Lenglet, on loan 
from the Catalans at Atletico.

No wonder boss Ivan Juric brand­
ed its season a “disaster” this week. 

With last year’s promotion a dis­
tant memory, Southampton looks 
set to replicate the 2022-23 cam­
paign, when it was relegated after 
finishing bottom.

Atletico took the lead inside the 
first minute, with Alvarez pouncing 
at the back post after Griezmann’s 
cross was flicked on.

Atletico doubled its lead in the 
sixth minute when Jules Kounde 
gave the ball away and Alvarez pro­
duced a stunning pass to release 
Griezmann.

The French forward was being 
pressured by Alejandro Balde but 
cleverly worked room for a shot, 
which Wojciech Szczesny got a 
hand to but could not keep out. 

After Atletico’s opening salvo,

a winger. He is an attacking mid­
fielder. The problem is that some­
times we need to find the balance.” 

Southampton has a meager nine 
points from 27 matches, with 11 
goals conceded in its last three 
league games.

“The recruitment I think is cru­
cial, we need to improve the team. 
We need to perform better, we need 
to be in Europe and not in our posi­
tion during the season.”

However, the former Sporting Lis­
bon boss conceded that actions 
speak louder than words and he has 
to convince both supporters and col­
leagues that he can turn United’s 
fortunes around.

“They are paying the price for our 
lack of success and I cannot say any­
thing now that is going to convince 
the fans and all the staff that we are 
going to do it,” he added.

“We have an idea. For me as a

■;

Danish defender Patrick Dorgu 
was his only signing as budgets at 
Old Trafford have been slashed 
across the board.

The club announced Monday that 
it expects up to 200 fresh redundan­
cies as part of a “transformation 
plan” to improve stability.

Amorim admitted on Tuesday 
that those losing their jobs had paid 
the price for the club’s lack of 
on-field success in recent years and 
put poor recruitment at the heart of 
the problem.

“It’s easy for me to be here and say 
all the pretty stuff — we have to 
improve,” said Amorim.

“We tried with Neto as a number 
nine last week. He was good then 
and tonight as well.

“We expect more from Nkunku. 
But at the same time, we try to 
understand him.

“He is not a number nine and not

Inigo Martinez celebrates scoring Barcelona's third goal with Jules Kounde during a Spanish Cup 
semifinal first-leg match against Atletico Madrid in Barcelona on Tuesday. Reuters

BARCELONA — Atletico Madrid 
conceded a two-goal lead then 
fought back from two down in a 
wild 4-4 draw with Barcelona in a 
Copa del Rey semifinal first-leg 
thriller on Tuesday.

After Diego Simeone’s side scored 
twice in the opening six minutes 
through Julian Alvarez and Antoine 
Griezmann, Barca raced through 
the gears in a high-octane perform­
ance.

The superb Pedri pulled one 
back with Pau Cubarsi, Inigo Mar­
tinez and Robert Lewandowski 
going on to score for the Catalan 
giant.

Marcos Llorente netted for Atleti­
co before Alexander Sorloth struck 
in the 93 rd minute to leave the tie 
perfectly poised ahead of the sec­
ond leg at the Metropolitano stadi­
um on April 2.

“It’s a terrible result when you go 
4-2 up... you have to be more care­
ful, these are things we have to 
learn,” Pedri told Movistar. 

‘Today we started badly but I’ll 
focus on how die team reacted. 

“When we got in front we have to 
be calmer... it will be a difficult (sec­
ond leg) but we will go there to try 
and win.”

Simeone hailed his team’s grit, 
with his substitutes playing a key 
role as it has been the case so many 
times this season.

“We had an enormous competi­
tive spirit,” said the Adetico coach. 

“The changes freshened up die

coach, we need to be a better team 
and to recruit better and don’t make 
a lot of mistakes in that depart­
ment.”

The 100-million-pound outlay on 
misfiring strikers Rasmus Hojlund 
and Joshua Zirkzee is just one 
example of where United has foiled 
to get value for money.

Hojlund has only found the net 
twice in the Premier League diis 
season, with his last goal in any 
competition coming against Vikto­
ria Plzen back on Dec 12.

Amorim, though, said the Danish 
international needs to be provided 
with better service.

team, it wasn’t an easy game to play, 
and I love the spirit the lads 
showed...

“The team began to feel more 
comfortable as die minutes passed.” 

Hansi Flick left Barca’s top goal­
scorer Lewandowski out of the 
starting lineup, with Ferran Torres 
taking his place in a false nine role. 

Simeone picked a sti'ong side 
despite his side’s extremely tricky 
fixture list, witii this the first of 
three matches against Barca and a 
Champions League last 16 tie 
against Real Madrid on the horizon.

Rampant Chelsea
Chelsea took the lead in the 24th 

minute when Tosin Adarabioyo 
headed a corner towards the far 
post, where Nkunku netted witii a 
brave stooping header that sent him 
crashing into Saints keeper Aaron 
Ramsdale.

The French forward celebrated 
his 14tii goal this season in trade­
mark fashion by blowing a blue bal­
loon.

Chelsea put the result beyond 
doubt with a blistering spell before 
halftime.

In the 36th minute, Nkunku’s 
pass gave Neto a clear sight of goal 
and he drilled a clinical finish past 
Ramsdale for his fifth goal this term. 

Neto turned provider in die 44th 
minute as his freekick was perfectly 
placed for Colwill to take advantage 
of Soutiiampton’s sloppy marking 
with a thumping header that gave 
Ramsdale no chance.

The only intrigue in die second 
half was whether Cole Palmer 
would end his goal drought.

The England forward hasn’t 
scored since Jan 14 and Chelsea’s 
leading scorer this season wore a 
rueful smile when he blazed over to 
extend his barren run to seven 
games.

Cucurella ensured the scoreline 
reflected Chelsea’s superiority when 
he slotted home from lyrique 
George’s 78th minute pass.

‘Too easy’
Szczesny saved well from Griez­

mann at the start of the second half, 
with Barca still largely in control.

Sorloth had a goal disallowed for 
offside as die visitor sought an 
equalizer, but instead it was Barca 
who moved further ahead.

Teenage winger Lamine Yamal 
created it with a brilliant dribble, 
blazing past Reinildo Mandava and 
squaring for substitute Lewandow­
ski to tap home.

Barcelona’s performance merited 
its lead but Llorente’s 84th minute 
strike from the edge of the box 
opened the door for Sorloth to net 
late on.

The Norwegian forward grabbed 
Atletico a last-gasp victory at Bar­
ca’s Olympic stadium in December 
in La Liga and he was in the right 
place at the right time once more to 
finish from Samuel Lino’s cut-back. 

“It was crazy, a lot of goals,” Atieti- 
co’s Alvarez summed up the game. 

Barcelona coach Flick was 
pleased with his team’s display but 
not the final score.

“We are really disappointed about 
the result but the game we played 
today was really great, I focus more 
on this,” Flick told reporters.

“We have to speak about the 
goals, it was maybe too easy (for 
Atletico), but we played against a 
fantastic team... we dominated for 
75 to 80 minutes.”

Y i
k.

Messi fined over 
confrontation

I-.

LONDON — Enzo Maresca 
admitted he was relieved after Chel­
sea climbed to fourth place in the 
Premier League with a 4-0 rout of 
woeful Southampton on Tuesday.

Maresca’s side got back on track 
after three successive defeats with a 
dominant display at Stamford 
Bridge.

Christopher Nkunku put the 
Blues ahead and Pedro Neto dou­
bled their lead before Levi Colwill 
bagged the third just before the 
break.

Marc Cucurella capped Chelsea’s 
biggest league win since thrashing 
Soutiiampton 5-1 in December.

Pointed questions were being 
asked about Maresca after Chelsea 
was beaten at Aston Villa on Satur­
day, a limp performance tiiat fol­
lowed successive defeats to 
Brighton in the Premier League and 
FA Cup.

“We all needed that. We were in a 
bad ran in terms of results. The per­
formance was always there, maybe 
except against Brighton. We are 
happy," Maresca said.

“This month and half has been 
when I have pushed players even 
more to believe in die process. 

“It’s normal to go through some 
bad moments. It’s about how we 
react and how we continue to 
believe in what we do. The players 
are fantastic and worked hard every 
day.”

Underlining the giowing frasti'a- 
tion at Chelsea, over a hundred fens 
gathered outside die Bridge to pro­
test against Todd Boehfys owner­
ship group before kickoff, chanting 
“we want our Chelsea back” and 
singing former owner Roman 
Abramovich’s name.

But Maresca had insisted he was 
“more sure” than ever that Chelsea

Chelsea's English defender Tosin Adarabioyo (left) fights for the ball with Southampton's Nigerian striker Paul Onuachu during the English 
Premier League match at Stamford Bridge in London on Tuesday, afp

wt

“I think it’s clear, we as a team, we 
are not helping Rasmus,” said Amor­
im. “We don’t create a lot of chances. 

“I think Rasmus has a lot of 
potential. If we improve the way we 
play the game, he will have more 
opportunities to score. He came 
here very young and, when you are 
very young, to be the number nine 
and play all the time sometimes is 
hard.

“He has the ability, he has already 
shown that here, but I think it’s 
more a team thing than a Rasmus 
thing.”
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Christopher Lillis from the United States shares a light moment 
with Chinese athletes on Monday, xinhua
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From top: China's freestyle 
skiing aerials stars Xu 
Mengtao, Li Tianma and 
Qi Guangpu in action at 
the 2024-25 FIS Freestyle
Skiing Aerials World Cup in 
Beidahu, Jilin province, xinhua

r I 1 he lingering excitement Winter Olympics champion, remi-

Games in Harbin got a
boost, as attention shifted

to Beidahu and the 2024-25 FIS
Freestyle Skiing Aerials World Cup
on Sunday and Monday.

Beijing Winter Olympics cham­
pion Xu Mengtao celebrated her
return to the Jilin province ski
resort by clinching the World Cup 
title.

“I participated in a competition
here eight years ago and won. It
makes me incredibly happy to win
again,” she said, securing victory
with an almost perfect jump.

About 400 kilometers away at
Yabuli Ski Resort in Heilongjiang
province, the snow events of the
9th Asian Winter Games mapped
up just two weeks ago, marking a
significant milestone for winter
sports in Asia. The Chinese sports
delegation achieved a record­
breaking haul of 32 gold, 27 silver, 
and 26 bronze medals.

Both Yabuli and Beidahu sym­
bolize China’s commitment to
developing professional skiing
venues. The two FIS A-level events
— the Freestyle Skiing Aerials
World Cup and the Freestyle Skiing 
Moguls World Cup — attracted 200
competitors from countries includ­
ing China, Germany, Sweden, the
United States and Canada.

The competitions featured
numerous Olympic champions
and world-renowned athletes,
delivering an exhilarating experi­
ence for spectators.

Athletes such as Qi Guangpu
and Xu seamlessly transitioned
from the Asian Winter Games to
the competitions at Beidahu, dem­
onstrating the strong connection
between these major events.

Competitors have praised the
pristine natural snow and well-
manicured slopes. Mikael Kings­
bury, the 2018 Pyeongchang
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at Beidahu. “It’s changed a lot. I 
came here in 2010, almost 15 years 
ago. It was much smaller at that 
time. It was nice, because we had a 
bit of sun and less wind, which 
impressed me a lot.”

Finnish skier Severi Vierela, the 
men’s dual moguls champion at 
the FIS Freestyle Skiing World Cup 
in Beidahu, added, “It’s like pure 
snow, not slushy or anything, so 
it’s good for athletes to get good 
scores. The snow condition is 
great, and the weather is similar to 
Finland. It feels awesome to win 
my first World Cup title here.”

The 2024-25 season at Beidahu 
has set new records, with an 
unprecedented lineup of events, 
including three international com­
petitions, three continental 
events, eight national competi­
tions, and one provincial event. 

“This significant growth 
enhances the appeal of Beidahu 
Ski Resort,” said Jia Ning, deputy 
director of the Jilin Provincial 
Sports Bureau.

On the third day of the Chinese 
New Year, Beidahu hosted the FIS 
Snowboard Cross World Cup for 
the first time. The convergence of 
high-level sporting events with the 
festive holiday not only delighted 
winter sports fans, but also bol­
stered the local economy. The 
resort reported a significant 
increase in visitor numbers and 
revenue during the event, with a 
59.2 percent rise in visitors and a 
51 percent increase in revenue. 

“We are super excited that, as a 
global Snowboard Cross World 
Cup tour, we will also be stopping 
in this part of Asia. It’s also a sig­
nificant step for Snowboard Cross 
as a sport,” said Uwe Beier, race 
director of FIS Cross and Snow­
board Alpine.

On Feb 2, the resort recorded its

highest single-day visitor count 
ever. Over the Chinese New Year 
holiday, Beidahu welcomed 98,100 
visitors, marking a 20 percent 
increase year-on-year, with reve­
nue reaching 55.2 million yuan 
($7.6 million), up 23.8 percent 
from the previous year.

Recognized by the FIS as “Chi­
na’s Whistler”, Beidahu was estab­
lished in 1993 and has grown into 
the largest single ski area in Asia, 
featuring 74 ski trails, more than 
350 professional coaches, and 
amenities catering to snowboard­
ers of all levels. The resort boasts 
an area of 275 hectares and a total 
slope length of 80 km, with multi­
ple lifts ensuring a capacity of up 
to 31,000 people per hour.

As well as hosting various pres­
tigious events, including the 6th 
Asian Winter Games and numer­
ous World Cup competitions, Bei­
dahu also served as a training base 
for the 2022 Beijing Winter Olym­
pics and Paralympics. The venue’s 
ongoing development reflects a 
narrative of growth and innova­
tion, encouraging greater partici­
pation in winter sports within the 
local community.

The continuous enhancement of 
both facilities and services has 
attracted numerous skiing enthu­
siasts, bolstering Beidahu’s repu­
tation as a premier winter sports 
destination.

With the goal of engaging 300 
million Chinese people in ice and 
snow sports already surpassed, a 
growing number of international 
visitors are coming to experience 
winter sports in China.

“This is my third year skiing at 
Beidahu, and the snow quality 
here is excellent, with warm sun­
shine and calm winds, making it a 
truly enjoyable experience. 
Although it’s far from my home­
town, there’s a sense of familiarity. 
The resort undergoes changes

The competition-level
facilities at Beidahu 
stand at the forefront of 
the nation’s ice and 
snow sports push
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every year, which keeps things 
fresh and exciting for me,” said 
Steve Balno, a skier from Canada. 

As of Feb 6, Beidahu Ski Resort 
had welcomed 819,200 visitors 
during the 2024-25 snow season, a 
45.3 percent increase compared to 
the same period last year. Tourists 
generated a total revenue of 413 
million yuan ($56.95 million), 
marking a 45.7 percent growth 
year-on-year. “We are on track to 
achieve our goal of welcoming 
over one million visitors this ski 
season,” said Yan Shuai, marketing 
director of Beidahu Ski Resort.

Looking ahead, Jilin province 
plans to further leverage its 
unique ice and snow resources to 
enhance event quality, transform­
ing more competitions into glo­
bally celebrated, gold-standard 
experiences. This effort aims to 
attract high-level competitions to 
the province, promoting ice and 
snow sports as an engaging win­
dow into China. Additionally, ini­
tiatives will continue to 
encourage youth involvement in 
winter sports, sustaining public 
participation.

The development of Beidahu 
reflects Jilin province’s broader 
progress in the ice and snow sector. 
“In recent years, Jilin has been 
actively promoting the high-quality 
development of its ice and snow 
industry, turning ‘cold resources’ 
into a ‘hot effect,’” said Sun Guang- 
zhi, director of the Jilin Provincial 
Department of Culture and Tourism. 

“We are working to build the 
‘Changbai Snow for All’ brand, 
accelerating the comprehensive 
development of ice and snow 
sports, tourism, culture and equip­
ment manufacturing. This 
approach aims to establish a full­
industry, full-chain cold-region ice 
and snow ecosystem,” Sun added.
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