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As China’s two sessions — an 
annual major political event — get 
underway this week, there will be 
significant domestic and interna­
tional attention on what unfolds. 

Concurrent sets of meetings 
begin on Tuesday of the 14th 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con­
ference, the country’s top political 
advisory body. Then one day later, 
the 14th National People’s Congress, 
the nation’s top legislature, kicks off. 

The CPPCC plays an important 
advisory role through the recom­
mendations it offers to govern­
ment agencies. The NPC involves 
provincial political leaders, scien­
tists, technicians, fanners and 
workers, among others, who 
review and vote on important leg­
islative matters. Topics relating to 
economic growth, high-quality 
development, reform and opening- 
up, real estate, foreign trade and 
investment, and high technology 
are expected to be on the agenda.

F

Experts and markets are closely 
watching the annual gross domestic 
product growth target the policy­
makers will set at the two sessions 
and what are the measures in the 
pipeline that would boost consump­
tion, stabilize the real estate sector, 
encourage long-term “patient mon­
ey” into the capital market, and con­
tinue to support the growth of the 
crucial private economy. 

China has been the world’s pri­
mary growth engine for multiple 
years, but of late it has had to deal 
with negative impacts of challeng­
ing domestic economic realities. 

The pressures have been exacer­
bated by the corrosive tariffs 
applied by the United States that 
are now in their eighth year. 

Put all of these factors together 
and it is clear that pro-growth poli­
cies will be a major focus intensely 
discussed by the NPC deputies and 
CPPCC members during the two 
sessions. Not to be forgotten is that 
2025 marks the last year of the cur­
rent 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25); 
as a result, an examination of 
which of its goals have already 
been met will take place.
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British Prime Minister Keir Starmer (center), French President Emmanuel Macron (center left) and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
(center right) attend a summit on Sunday with European and Canadian leaders to discuss the Ukraine issue, in London, the United Kingdom. 
LAUREN HURLEY / NO 10 DOWNING STREET / HANDOUT VIA XINHUA

China’s factory activity expanded 
in February, marking its fastest 
pace in three months, a private sur­
vey showed on Monday, signaling 
stabilizing growth in the first quar­
ter and a strong start for the world’s 
second-largest economy in 2025.

The Caixin China General Man­
ufacturing Purchasing Managers’ 
Index, an indicator of the operat­
ing conditions of the country’s 
manufacturing sector, rose to 50.8 
in February from 50.1 in January, 
remaining above the 50 mark that 
separates expansion from contrac­
tion for a fifth consecutive month, 
media group Caixin said in a 
report on Monday.

Economists said they expect 
that the Chinese economy will get 
off to a pretty good start in the 
first quarter with around 5 per­
cent year-on-year growth, sup­
ported by the continuing 
recovery trend that began in late 
2024, die expansion of the con­
sumer trade-in program for 2025 
and fresh stimulus measures set 
to be unveiled during the two ses­
sions, the annual meetings of 
China’s top legislative and politi­
cal advisory bodies.

They said that Chinese policy­
makers will likely prioritize stabiliz­
ing growth and expanding 
domestic demand as this year’s key 
economic tasks, anticipating that 
the authorities will soon introduce 
new incremental policies to spur 
consumption, foster the develop­
ment of new quality productive for­
ces and bolster the private economy. 

Manufacturers surveyed for the 
Caixin report said that a general 
improvement in economic condi­
tions and the introduction of new

ment” of peacekeeping soldiers 
would be possible, he said.

But the UK’s Armed Forces Minis­
ter Luke Pollard told the BBC on 
Monday that Mandelson’s com­
ments were his private opinion and 
not the position of the UK govern­
ment, and that London had not 
signed off on France’s proposed one- 
month truce either.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pes­
kov said it looks as if the West lacks a 
“coordinated” plan.

‘We see that the collective West has 
started to become less collective,” he 
said at a daily news briefing. “A frag­
mentation of tiie collective West has 
begun, and the positions of different 
countries and groups of countries are 
becoming more nuanced.”

Keith Bennett, a London-based 
senior international relations analyst, 
said that Starmer has taken on the 
role of mediating between the US, 
Europe and Ukraine, which is like 
“squaring a circle”

'' I

Zhou Mi, a researcher at the Chi­
nese Academy of International 
TYade and Economic Cooperation, 
said: “The government may roll 
out a series of policies for trade 
facilitation and liberalization, 
leading to further reductions in 
trade costs. Additionally, by enact­
ing measures to ensure trade secu­
rity, potential risks will be 
minimized.”

Furthermore, barriers to foreign 
investment will be further dimin­
ished to streamline investment pro­
cesses, enabling businesses to 
effectively leverage global resources, 
Zhou said.

The latest figures from the Gen­
eral Administration of Customs 
showed that in 2024, the total val­
ue of China’s goods trade imports 
and exports reached 43.85 trillion 
yuan ($6 trillion), up 5 percent 
year-on-year, indicating that the 
country’s foreign trade has 
reached a new high in terms of 
scale despite the presence of multi­
ple challenges.

China will further expand its eco­
nomic opening-up with a focus on 
deepening reforms in the foreign 
trade sector and may introduce 
additional policies to lower trade 
costs and bolster trade security, 
experts said on Monday.

There may be more extensive 
reforms in foreign investment and 
outbound investment manage­
ment systems, as well as advance­
ments in enhancing the high- 
quality development of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, for broader, 
more extensive and higher-stan­
dard opening-up, they said.

Their remarks followed state­
ments made on Monday by Liu 
Jieyi, the spokesman for the third 
session of the 14th National Com­
mittee of the Chinese People’s Politi­
cal Consultative Conference.

Liu announced at a news con­
ference that there will be contin­
ued efforts to enhance the high-

products underpinned the latest 
rise in new orders, with new 
export business rising modestly 
for tiie first time since November 
due to stronger demand from for­
eign clients.

Monday’s data was in line with 
the official PMI figure released on 
Saturday. The official PMI for tiie 
manufacturing sector rose from
49.1 in January to 50.2 in February, 
as enterprises gradually resumed 
work and production after the 
Spring Festival holiday, said the 
National Bureau of Statistics.

“The holiday period saw robust 
consumption momentum, and 
technological innovations in cer­
tain industries added to the posi­
tive sentiment, helping to sustain 
the manufacturing market recov­
er/’ said WangZhe, a senior econo­
mist at Caixin Insight Group.

Wang highlighted that the 
broader economy still faces chal­
lenges, saying that this month rep­
resents a critical policy window 

“Supportive measures should 
address market expectations and 
societal concerns, focusing on 
key economic bottlenecks. Mean­
while, policies should prioritize 
demand-side measures, strength­
en countercyclical adjustments, 
and promote higher household 
income and consumer confi­
dence,” he said.

Wang Qing, chief macroeco­
nomic analyst at Golden Credit 
Rating International, said that 
despite headwinds and the chal­
lenges ahead, he expects that Chi­
na’s manufacturing PMI will 
remain in expansion territory in 
March, given the seasonal recovery 
and pro-growth policies in the 
pipeline.

Experts have welcomed Europe’s 
efforts to seek a peaceful end to the 
Ukraine crisis, but cautioned that all 
sides will need to make compromis­
es if a deal is to be made.

Michael Dunford, a 
professor emeritus at 
the University of Suss­
ex in tiie United King­
dom, said: ‘The world 
has changed. Europe’s

relative military and economic pow­
er has declined. Its ability to exact 
unequal geopolitical and geoeco- 
nomic dividends has diminished.... 
Europe should recognize this new 
multipolar reality”

Europe should, therefore, “start 
by negotiating an indivisible securi­
ty agreement with Russia, or better 
with Eurasia” he added. 

Dunford’s remarks come after days

He added that there had “not 
been a day” when Kyiv did not 
appreciate Washington’s backing, 
and that it felt “gratitude for the 
preservation of our independence” 

However, Peter Mandelson, the 
UK’s ambassador to the US, said Zel­
ensky may need to do more. Ukraine 
may need to be the first side to declare 
a ceasefire, and Zelensky should 
enthusiastically accept TYump’s pro­
posed minerals deal, he said

‘We need a very radical reset,” 
Mandelson told ABC News. “The 
reset has to consist of the US and 
Ukraine getting back on the same 
page, and President Zelensky giving 
his unequivocal backing to the initia­
tive that President Hump is taking to 
end tiie war and to bring a just and 
lasting peace to Ukraine.”

Meanwhile, French President 
Emmanuel Macron told Le Figaro 
newspaper that he wants a one- 
month pause of hostilities “in the air, 
at sea, and on energy infrastructure” 

The pause would allow “negotia­
tions that will take several weeks, and 
then, once peace is signed, a deploy-

of intense political tension was topped 
by a heated exchange on Friday at tiie 
White House between United States 
President DonaldTYump and Ukraini­
an President Volodymyr Zelensky.

Zelensky, however, expressed his 
appreciation of the US for its sup­
port before attending a summit in 
London on Sunday, during which 
European leaders attempted to get 
peace talks involving Washington 
back on track.

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
announced a four-step plan aimed at 
guaranteeing peace, with Europe 
doing the “heavy lifting” in terms of 
providing a peacekeeping force.

After the talks in London, Zelen­
sky attempted to address criticism 
from the US that he was not grateful 
for Washington’s support by writing 
on social media: ‘We understand the 
importance of America, and we are 
grateful for all the support we’ve 
received from the United States.”
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standard opening-up mechanism, 
steadily expand institutional 
openness, deepen reforms within 
the foreign trade system, and 
optimize regional opening-up 
strategies.

“China’s commitment to further 
opening-up is evident,” he said. 

“Over the past year, China has 
maintained its role as a key driver of 
global economic growth, fast-track­
ing the establishment of a new 
high-standard economic opening- 
up system.

“China remains tiie world’s larg­
est goods trading nation and the 
second-largest import market, 
making continuous strides in the 
high-quality development of the 
Belt and Road Initiative,” Liu said. 

“Through international events 
like the China International 
Import Expo, the country is active­
ly fostering global economic coop­
eration, promoting economic 
globalization, and advocating 
shared prosperity and cooperation 
on a global scale,” he added.
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According to the Ministry of 
Commerce, the number of newly 
established foreign-invested enter­
prises nationwide was 59,080 last 
year, a 9.9 percent increase year- 
on-year.

Charlie Zheng, chief economist 
at Samoyed Cloud Technology 
Group Holdings, said that further 
efforts are expected in expanding 
opening-up pilot projects — a 
mechanism allowing certain areas 
to invite foreign companies to 
enter the market — in telecommu­
nications, healthcare, education 
and other service sectors, along 
with the comprehensive removal of 
foreign investment restrictions in 
manufacturing.

Zheng also suggested simplify­
ing procedures in order to stream­
line approval of foreign 
investment projects and improve 
efficiency.

Micro marvels 
thrive in glass 
menageries 
CHINA, PAGE 8
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A staff member works in a workshop manufacturing wind power 
equipment in Rizhao, East China's Shandong province, on Feb 22. 
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Private-sector tech companies to drive growth
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development of the nonpublic sector 
and support private enterprises to 
develop toward a broader stage.

The stance was reaffirmed at the 
2022 Central Economic Work Confer­
ence, which emphasized that promot­
ing the private sector’s growth is a 
‘long-term strategy’; rather than a 
short-term measure.

In 202.3, during the two sessions, Xi 
emphasized that die Party encour­
aged private enterpiises and entre­
preneurs to let go of their concerns 
and burdens and boldly pursue their 
development.

Xu, the economist, said: “These 
instances show that China’s reform 
policies are continuous and stable. A

J
Visitors shake hands with Unitree's Hl robot during the 26th China Hi-Tech Fair in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, on Nov 14. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

tion ecosystem, contributing to over 
70 percent of the nation’s technologi­
cal breakthroughs and making up 
more than 90 percent of national 
high-tech businesses.

With the two sessions underway, 
industry experts believe thatfostering 
a business-friendly environment and 
creating more opportunities for the 
private sector will be a key spotlight. 

A draft law on promoting the pri­
vate sector, for instance, will be sub­
mitted to Chinese legislators for 
further review.

Liu Junhai, a professor and head of 
commercial law at the Renmin Uni­
versity of China in Beijing, said: “The 
private sector itself is a symbol of 
advanced productivity, and encourag­
ing the development of the private 
sector will inject new productivity 
into economic growth in a timely 
manner.

“The new law on drivingthe private 
sector will be a focus of this year’s two 
sessions. More detailed policies in 
treating State-owned enterprises and 
private enterprises equally from an 
institutional and legal perspective are 
expected,” he said.

Liu added that promoting the 
nation’s private sector should drive 
the equal status, common develop­
ment, fair competition, mutual 
cooperation, equal supervision and 
equal protection for private enter­
prises, so that they can participate in 
market competition openly, fairly 
and justly.

Industry experts also said that Chi­
na is expected to further enhance the 
long-term mechanism for private 
companies to participate in major 
national projects at the two sessions. 

The country will also support capa­
ble private enterprises in leading 
national initiatives to make break­
throughs in major technologies and 
provide private enterprises with 
greater access to major national scien­
tific research infrastructure, they said. 

Luo Zhi, director of the research 
ce nter for the ne w private economy at 
Wuhan University, said in an article 
that some private companies have a 
weak sense of gain, as in some 
regions, the public service system for 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
is incomplete, leading to high institu­
tional transaction costs for private 
enterprises.

utside an unremarkable 
building in Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang province, a 
humanoid robot is doing

something truly remarkable. The 
Unitree Gl, standing at 1.2 meters tall 
and weighing 35 kilograms, takes a 
martial arts stance, shifts its weight 
back and performs a swinging round­
house kick, before rebalancing itself 
and standing up straight.

Built by Unitree Robotics, a Hang­
zhou-based startup, the Gl surprised 
viewers in January when 16 such 
robots performed a dance routine on 
China’s Spring Festival Gala, which 
was viewed 16.8 billion times, accord­
ing to China Media Group.

Unitree is one of a bevy of Chinese 
private tech firms making waves glo­
bally in recent months.

Chinese artificial intelligence start­
up DeepSeek is taking on Silicon Val­
ley with its cost-effective yet 
formidable large language model. 
Meanwhile, Ne Zha 2, the sequel to 
China’s groundbreaking animated 
hit, lias smashed box-office records. 

Wang Peng, a researcher at the Bei­
jing Academy of Social Sciences, said: 
“A swarm of private firms — not State­
run or big names — are emerging 
from China, pulling off unexpected 
technological feats and, in some are­
as, even outmaneuvering global 
titans.

“While many Western countries, 
including the United States, are still 
considering how to restrict China’s 
technological rise, Chinese private 
enterprises are rewriting the rules, 
pioneering innovations that redefine 
the entire industry” Wang said.

With the two sessions, China’s 
annual national legislative and politi­
cal advisory meetings, taking place 
this week, the private sector is set to 
take on an even larger role in die 
economy. Industry experts have pre­
dicted tiiat a wave of fresh policy sup­
port will be launched in the wake of 
the two sessions to fuel even greater 
growth of the private sector.

The founders of DeepSeek and Uni­
tree Robotics — Liang Wenfeng and 
Wang Xingxing — participated in a 
symposium on the private sector pre­
sided over by President Xi Jinping in 
February. Seated alongside these 
young entrepreneurs were some of 
China’s most influential private-sec- 
tor figures — Huawei’s Ren Zhengfei, 
Xiaomi’s Lei Jun, and Tencent’s Ma 
Huateng.

The message was clear: China’s pri­
vate sector isn’t just growing, it’s 
becoming the backbone of the coun­
try’s innovative development.

Xi, who is also general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China Cen­
tral Committee and chairman of die 
Central Military Commission, said at 
the symposium that die government’s 
basic principles and policies concern­
ing the development of the private 
sector have been incorporated into 
the system of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, and will consistentiy 
be upheld and fulfilled. “They cannot 
and will not be changed,” he said.

Xi said that as the world’s second- 
largest economy further reforms and 
opens up, die country’s enormous 
market, with a population of over 1.4 
billion, will bring new opportunities 
for the greater development of private 
enterprises.

“On the newjoumey in the new'era, 
the prospects for the development of 
the private economy are broad and 
promising. It is a prime time for pri-

stable policy and a good business 
environment will further enhance 
private enterprises’ confidence, con­
sistentiy attract more foreign invest­
ment and promote sustained 
economic growth.”

According to the Ministry of Indus­
try and Information Technology, as of 
the end of September last year, China 
had over 55 million registered private 
companies, accounting for 92.3 per­
cent of aD businesses. They contribute 
more tiian half of the country’s tax 
revenue, over 60 percent of GDP and 
over 80 percent of urban employ­
ment.

Notably, they have increasingly 
become a key pillar of China’s innova-

Left: Unitree robot dogs are tested during a rehearsal for a Lantern Festival gala in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, on Feb 11. lin yunlong / for china daily Center: Visitors record their moments at Game Science, the 
Hangzhou-based developer of popular video game Black Myth: Wukong, during the Third Global Digital Trade Expo in Hangzhou in September, h uang zongzhi / x inhua Right: A worker throws a four-legged robot into the 
air to display that it could still stand when it lands. Deep Robotics, a Hangzhou-based company that had developed it, is among leading cutting-edge innovation companies in the city, wang gang / china news service

In recent years, an increasing num­
ber of private companies have played 
roles in major infrastructure projects 
hi transportation, water conservancy 
and railways.

Earlier, Chinese authorities had 
identified a group of major scientific 
and technological areas that private 
enterprises can take a lead in, like 
industrial software, cloud computing, 
artificial intelligence, industrial inter­
net, gene and cell medicine, and new 
energy storage.

The National Development and 
Reform Commission, the nation’s eco­
nomic regulator, lias set up a special 
private sector development bureau to 
offer targeted support for private 
firms.

Among the country’s latest efforts 
to drive the private sector, Zhang 
Xinghai, chairman of emerging auto­
maker Seres and a member of die 
14th National Committee of the Chi­
nese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, said that he was deeply 
inspired and brimming with confi­
dence in the vast potential of die pri­
vate sector.

As a veteran in the automotive 
industry, rooted in western China’s 
Chongqing for nearly 40 years, Zhang 
said that he lias witnessed die trans­
formation of China’s auto sector — 
from expanding market access to 
achieving independent innovation. 

In 2021, the company pioneered 
cross-industry collaboration between 
automakers and information and 
communications technology compa­
nies.

“The models we developed with 
our partners have set a new bench­
mark for China’s premium car mar­
ket, breaking the dominance of 
foreign brands in the luxury segment 
while showcasing die formidable 
strength of private enterprises,” he 
said.

“The future competition in China’s 
new' energy sector is not just about 
technology but also about ecosys­
tems. To maintain our leadership and 
build a strong automotive nation, 
China’s auto industry must seize this 
historic opportunity with an open 
mindset, embrace cross-sector collab­
oration, and break industry conven­
tions through innovation,” he said.

Echoing this sentiment, Xu Guan- 
ju, chairman of Tiansfar Group, a 
leading chemicals manufacturer, said 
that amid intense market competi­
tion, private enterprises at this new 
stage of development must not only 
consolidate their market presence, 
but also prioritize technological 
advancements, including die devel­
opment of new quality productive 
forces.

“Such efforts involve increasing 
investment in technology, using 
industries as platforms to tackle tech­
nical challenges, and fostering break­
throughs in product innovation, 
application innotation, foundational 
research and original cutting-edge 
technologies,” said Xu, who is also a 
deputy to the 14th National People’s 
Congress, China’s top legislature.

“The greater the challenges we face, 
the stronger our confidence must be. 
The steeper die climb, the more reso­
lute and spirited we must become, ful­
ly integrating the development of our 
enterprises witii the destiny of the 
nation,” he added.

Wang from the Beijing Academy 
of Social Sciences said: “With unwa­
vering government support, an 
influx of world-class talent and a 
surging global demand for Chinese 
innovation, the next decade is set to 
be a period of unprecedented 
growth and transformation for the 
private sector.

“In the years ahead, not just doz­
ens, but potentially hundreds of pri­
vate companies akin to DeepSeek 
and Unitree are expected to emerge 
in China,” he said.

By CHENG YU

chengyu@chinadaily.com.cn
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Policies expected, 
to empower firms 
to take on larger 
role in economy

vate enterprises and entrepreneurs to 
give full play to their capabilities,” he 
said.

Li Jin, chief research fellow at the 
China Enterprise Research Institute 
in Beijing, said that the timing of the 
symposium — just before the annual 
two sessions — showed the central 
government’s emphasis on private 
enterprises and their increasingly 
critical role in achieving economic 
growth targets.

“The remarks confirmed suppor­
tive measures, showed a film tone 
and offered clear encouragement to 
private enterprises,” Li said.

At the symposium, Xi emphasized 
tlie role of private enterprises in 
advancing China’s broader goals in 
technological innovation, promoting 
rural totalization and improving peo­
ple’s well-being.

Tian Xuan, associate dean of Tsing- 
hua University’s PBC School of 
Finance, described the latest policy 
direction as “forward-looking”, 
emphasizing the increasingly impor­
tant role of private enterprises in driv­
ing China’s technological 
breakthroughs.

“This symposium brought together 
both traditional manufacturing 
giants and cutting-edge innovators 
like DeepSeek and Unitree Robotics 
— companies making waves in Al, 
robotics and other frontier technolo­
gies,” Tian said

“In the medium to long term, the 
high-quality development of the pri­
vate sector will be instrumental in 
ensuring China’s stable economic 
growth. As private firms continue to 
push the boundaries of innovation, 
confidence in Chinese assets wall only 
strengthen,” he added.

Xu Hongcai, a prominent econo­
mist and deputy director of the eco­
nomic policy commission of the 
Beijing-based China Association of 
Policy Science, noted that such efforts 
sent a clear signal. Despite shifting 
global trade policies and external 
pressures, China remains steadfast in 
its commitment to high-quality eco­
nomic development, he said.

Xi presided over a similar symposi­
um in 2018, which was followed by a 
three-year bull ran in China’s A-share 
market. At the 2018 symposium, Xi 
said the country w'ould unswervingly 
encourage, support and guide the
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Top: A visitor greets Unitree robots Hl and Go2 at the company's 
booth resembling a smart living room during the Inclusion Confer­
ence on the Bund in Shanghai in September, provided to china daily 
Above: Robots play soccer during the Global Developer Conference 
in Shanghai on Feb 21. chen haoming / xinhua
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TCL chief stresses on high-tech manufacturing
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manufacturing sector has become a 
cornerstone in promoting high- 
quality economic growth, and Chi­
nese enterprises are catching up 
with leading global tech companies 
in fields such as integrated circuit 
manufacturing and semiconductor 
display.

China’s high-tech manufacturing 
is a heavy-asset industry requiring 
large amounts of capital input.

However, manufacturing enter­
prises currently have some difficul­
ties in terms of financing, Li said, 
highlighting the importance of 
increasing support for leading high- 
tech manufacturing companies to 
ensure that they gain a competitive 
edge amid fierce international com-

ByHOULIQJANG

houhqiang@chinadailyeom.cn

Further efforts should be made to 
optimize the financing environment 
for China’s high-tech manufacturing 
sector, said Li Dongsheng, founder 
and chairman of Chinese consumer 
electronics maker TCL Technology 
Group Corp.

Li, who is a deputy to the 14th 
National People’s Congress, China’s 
top legislature, also called for Chi­
nese high-tech manufacturing 
enterprises to increase the number 
of application scenarios for cut- 
ting-edge artificial intelligence 
technology.

He said that China’s high-tech 

centers around the world, with oper­
ations in more than 160 countries 
and regions.

He emphasized that Chinese 
enterprises’ globalization is of vital 
importance in boosting the sustain­
able development of the Chinese 
economy, adding that globalization 
is a long-term strategy for TCL, and 
that domestic high-tech manufac­
turers should accelerate their 
expansion in overseas markets.

Against the backdrop of changes 
in global trade rules and reconstruc­
tion of the global economic pattern 
in recent years, Li said that Chinese 
enterprises should optimize their 
presence in global industrial and 
supply chains, and speed up localiz­
ing production and operations, in 
order to enhance their competitive­
ness in the manufacturing sector 
globally.

In 2024, the proportion of days 
with fairly good air quality' nation­
wide reached 87.2 percent, while 
the ratio of surface water with fairly 
good quality increased to 90.4 per­
cent, he noted.

China’s air quality index uses a 
scale of 0 to 500, and values at or 
below 100 are considered fairly 
good quality with little potential 
to affect public health. The coun­
try has a five-tier quality assess­
ment system for surface w'ater, 
with Grade I being the best. Water 
with a quality of Grade III is con­
sidered fairly good.

In 2023, the proportion of days 
with fairly good air quality across 
the country stood at 85.5 percent, 
and the proportion of surface 
water with fairly good quality 
stayed at 89.4 percent, according 
to the Ministry of Ecology and 
Environment.

He also highlighted the signifi­
cance of technological innovation 
and capital input in bolstering the 
development of high-tech manufac­
turing.

Luo Zhongwei, a researcher at the 
Chinese Academy of Social Scien­
ces’ Institute of Industrial Econom­
ics, said that China’s high-tech 
manufacturing sector is playing an 
increasingly pivotal role in bolster­
ing technological innovation, safe­
guarding the stability of industrial 
and supply chains, and helping the 
country gain competitive advanta­
ges on the global stage.

He added that it is crucial to push 
the manufacturing sector toward 
higher-end, smarter and greener 
production through the adoption of 
new-generation information tech­
nologies, including Al, 5G, big data 
and the internet of things.
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and high-quality development as a 
fundamental solution to China’s 
environmental issues, national 
political advisers have made great 
efforts to promote green produc­
tion and lifestyles, foster consensus 
on transformation among enter­
prises and different industrial sec­
tors, and aid in the green upgrade 
of industries, he said.

They have come up with propos­
als concerning a series of themes 
such as the new energy industry, 
recycling of resources, sewage treat­
ment in rural China and desertifica­
tion control, Liu added.

He also mentioned that the 
CPPCC National Committee lias 
implemented a series of initiatives, 
including hosting thematic forums, 
to promote the nation’s environ­
mental policies and bolster social 
consensus on the importance of 
environmental conservation.

--

As fast-developing generative Al 
technology is spearheading a new 
round of industrial transformation 
and upgrading, Li said that TCL lias 
applied Al technology in intelligent 
transformation and the upgrading 
of its manufacturing supply chain, 
as well as product research and 
development in order to improve 
production efficiency.

“We established an Al research 
and development center in Poland 
in 2018. Prior to that, we set up an 
R&D center in the United States in 
2011. As a manufacturing enter­
prise, we will focus more on the 
application of Al,” Li said.

So far, TCL has established 46 
R&D centers and 38 manufacturing 

China’s top political advisory 
body lias pledged to constantly 
offer wisdom and strength in sup­
port of the nation’s ongoing efforts 
to foster a harmonious coexistence 
between humanity and nature.

Liu Jieyi, spokesman for the 
third session of the 14th National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, 
made the remark at a news confer­
ence in Beijing on Monday, one day 
before the opening of the annual 
session.

Reflecting on the significant 
achievements China has made in 
promoting environmental and eco­
logical conservation, Liu noted that 
CPPCC members have made pro­
active contributions to these areas 
of progress.

A foreign reporter asks a question on Monday in Beijing during a news conference on the third session of the 14th National Committee of 
the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, the country's top political advisory body. The CPPCC annual session kicks off on 
Tuesday, wang jing / china daily

As they prepared to depart for Bei­
jing to attend the two sessions, 
national lawmakers and political 
advisers from the Hong Kong and 
Macao special administrative 
regions said on Monday that they are 
eager to learn more about the 
progress of China’s development and 
further advance the SARs’ integra­
tion into national development.

The National People’s Congress, 
the national legislature, has 36 depu­
ties from Hong Kong and 12 from 
Macao, while the National Commit­
tee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference, the coun­
try’s top political advisory body, has 
over 180 members from Hong Kong 
and 38 from Macao.

Speaking to reporters at the Hong 
Kong International Airport, Starry 
Lee Wai-king, a member of the NPC 
Standing Committee, noted that this 
year marks die end of China’s 14th 
Five-Year Plan (2021-25), which out­
lined key goals for strengthening 
Hong Kong’s status as an interna­
tional center.

China’s annual political meetings 
provide a good opportunity for 
reviewing the city’s contributions to 
national development and also offer 
a platform for putting forward con­
structive suggestions for the next 
five-year plan, she said.

Lee said she is looking forward to 
hearing the Government Work 
Report to be delivered by Premier Li 
Qiang during the two sessions. The 
report summarizes the work done in 
the previous year and outlines the 
vision behind the path to Chinese 
modernization in the coming year.

Expressing her confidence in the 
country’s ability to drive economic 
growth, Lee said she believes the cen­
tral government will introduce more 
policies to stimulate private enter­
prises’ investment on the Chinese 
mainland and in Hong Kong.

NPC deputy Ronick Chan Chun- 

Deputies from the Xizang autonomous region arrive in Beijing on 
Monday ahead of the third session of the 14th National People’s 
Congress, China's top legislature. The opening of the annual session is 
scheduled for Wednesday. National lawmakers and political advisers 
have registered to attend the annual two sessions as preparations 
were completed on Monday, tentsen shinden / for china daily

ying, who is also a Hong Kong law­
maker representing the finance sec­
tor, said he is keen to hear the 
Government Work Report, as it will 
provide insights into the nation’s eco­
nomic growth engines and pace.

Chan said he expects to see addi­
tional policy instruments introduced 
in order to drive domestic demand, 
which in turn w'ould provide 
momentum for sustainable GDP 
growth.

Jimmy Ng Wing-ka, also an NPC 
deputy from Hong Kong, said he is 
interested in learning about how the 
country will utilize artificial intelli­
gence and other technologies to 
accelerate industrial upgrade.

Many of the Hong Kong repre­
sentatives attending the two ses­
sions share a keen interest in the 
development of the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area, a cluster of 11 cities with Hong 
Kong as one of its core cities.

National lawmaker Maggie Chan 
Man-ki emphasized the need to 
boost talent exchanges in the Greater 
Bay Area, while Shiu Ka-fai, a mem­
ber of the CPPCC National Commit­
tee from Hong Kong, expressed the 
hope for new measures to bolster the 
tourism industry in the area.

Before boarding a flight to Beijing 
on Monday, Ho Sut-heng, an NPC 
deputy from Macao, said she is con­
fident in the country’s high-quality 
development.

Ho said that during the NPC ses­
sion, she will focus on new policies 
that w'ould further advance the 
development of the Guangdong-Ma­
cao In-depth Cooperation Zone in 
Hengqin, which is a vital platform for 
expanding Macao’s economic diver­
sification and facilitating its integra­
tion into national development

Vong Kam-fai, also an NPC deputy 
from Macao, said he will delve into 
issues such as Macao’s role in the 
Greater Bay Area’s development and 
on how to leverage the city’s connec­
tions with Portuguese-speaking econ­
omies to fuel the country’s growth.

Months after being designated as 
a key international city in North­
east Asia by the State Council, 
Shenyang is reinventing itself 
through industrial and urban 
transformation, Mayor Lyu Zhi- 
cheng said in an interview with 
China Daily.

“Institutional innovation, tech­
nological breakthroughs and urban 
revitalization are the three pillars of 
Shenyang’s transformation from a 
regional hub to a global player con­
necting domestic and international 
markets,” said Lyu, w'ho is also a 
deputy to the 14th National People’s 
Congress.

Shenyang, the capital of Liaon­
ing province and a longtime indus­
trial powerhouse in northeastern 
China, is leveraging its manufac­
turing strengths, according to its

mayor.
“Our advanced 

manufacturing 
sector contributes 
to more than 50 
percent of industri­
al output, with

LyuZhicheng automotive, robot­
ics and integrated 

circuit equipment leading national 
innovation,” Lyu said.

With an investment of 5.4 billion 
yuan ($740 million), the “Automo­
tive Silicon Valley” in Shenyang’s 
Tiexi district is driving technologi­
cal advancement, as the 2.6-square- 
kilometer smart vehicle testing 
ground is incubating autonomous 
driving technologies. “This is not 
just about cars; it’s about redefin­
ing the mode of transportation for 
an artificial intelligence era,” Lyu 
said.

Shenyang’s pilot free trade zone 
has emerged as a hub for institu­
tional reform. The Single Window 
for International Trade, a one-stop 
system for services, has reduced 
the time taken for customs clear-

With its forest coverage rate 
exceeding 25 percent, China leads 
globally in artificial forest area and 
has emerged as the world’s top con­
tributor to increasing greenery, Liu 
added.

Attaching significant emphasis 
to environmental protection, he 
said that the 14th National Com­
mittee of the CPPCC has estab­
lished a new panel for the 
environment and natural resour­
ces, comprising members from var­
ious fields such as ecological and 
environmental protection and 
energy.

CPPCC members have engaged 
in political consultations over piv­
otal and future-oriented matters in 
building a beautiful China, and in 
tackling ecological and environ­
mental challenges that resonate 
with the public, Liu noted. 

Focusing on green, low-carbon 
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anee by 30 percent, while last year, 
cross-border e-commerce grew 
52.4 percent.

Government data shows the vol­
ume of cross-border e-commerce 
transactions in the pilot FTZ 
exceeded 8 million orders in 2024, 
with a 32.4 percent increase in 
trade with Russia. The cargo route 
between Shenyang and Vancouver, 
Canada, moved 43.5 metric tons of 
goods on its first flight last year, 
and Shenyang is expanding to 10 
new air routes this year.

The city lias also strengthened 
international partnerships, form­
ing technology collaborations with 
Novosibirsk in Russia and Daejeon 
in South Korea.

More than 1,500 foreign-funded 
enterprises, including over 100 For­
tune Global 500 companies, have 
set up shop in Shenyang, Lyu said. 

Despite Shenyang’s GDP 
growth rate reaching 5.2 percent 
last year, challenges remain. 
Speaking on pressing ahead with 
the reform of State-owned enter­
prises, Lyu said, “We reduced their

*•'

numbers from 587 to 160 since 
2001, and it has made us leaner 
and more competitive.”

An aging population has added 
urgency to talent recruitment. The 
city’s ‘Talent 3.0” initiative offers 
100 million yuan in grants to top 
teams and streamlines visa proce­
dures for foreign experts. Partner­
ships with Northeastern 
University aim to create a high-end 
talent pool for emerging sectors 
such as Al and hydrogen energy.

Lyu envisions Shenyang as a 
regional hub for technology and 
trade. “From producing 10,000-ton 
machinery to shaping digital trade 
rules, we’re becoming the ‘operat­
ing system’ for regional develop­
ment,” he said.

“Shenyang’s revival isn’t just eco­
nomic; it’s about creating a livable, 
globally connected city," Lyu said, 
adding, “When international tal­
ent chooses to stay, that’s the ulti­
mate validation of our strategy.”

Confidence expressed in high-quality 
development, further integration

petition.
Li suggested pro­

tiding such enter­
prises with
innovative services 
and assistance from 
the capital market,

Li Dongsheng moderately easing 
equity financing 

restrictions, and improving the pre­
dictability of capital market financ­
ing.

China ranked as the world’s largest 
manufacturer for the 15th consecu­
tive year’ in 2024, and its manufactur­
ing output accounted for about 30 
percent of the global total, according 
to the Ministry of Industry and Infor­
mation Technology.
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many other careers. Although 
their opinions may not be com­
prehensive or mature if judged 
from a national or professional 
perspective, China’s democratic 
system guarantees them the right 
to speak, and their voices are 
heard by the top leadership and 
decision-makers.

Second, confidence. Since late 
January, the most talked-about 
topics among Chinese people have 
been the homegrown Al technolo­
gy DeepSeek and the box-office 
sensation Ne Zha 2.

The rise of Al pioneers like 
DeepSeek, which is believed to 
have outpaced global competitors 
in some ways, exemplifies the 
nation’s technological leap and 
potential. Ne Zha 2, the Chinese 
animated movie, has earned a box 
office revenue of more than 14 bil­
lion yuan ($1.92 billion) world­
wide, making it one of the top 10 
films at the global box office. Both 
have significantly boosted the 
morale of the Chinese public. 

A high-level symposium on pri­
vate enterprises, attended by Presi­
dent Xi Jinping on Feb 17, also 
underscored the Chinese authori­
ties’ latest endeavor to bolster con­
fidence and boost the development 
of the private sector, which is key 
to the country’s high-quality devel­
opment.

During the meeting, China’s 
annual growth target will be 
unveiled, and more details on its 
proactive macro policies, particu­
larly a “moderately loose” mone­
tary policy — a significant 
departure from the “prudent” 
approach over the past 14 years — 
are widely anticipated. 

Therefore, the 2025 two ses­
sions are much more than a 
“political ritual”, as some Western 
media have said; they declare Chi­
na’s unwavering resolve to inno­
vate and inspire.

In an era of flux, this is the con­
fidence and strength the world 
urgently needs at the moment.

ZhuZhe 

Reporter’s log

hile the world is 
stunned by the 
Oval Office con­
frontation 
between US 

President Donald Trump and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky over the weekend — a 
scene rarely made public in the 
history of modern diplomacy — 
China is quietly preparing for its 
biggest annual political event: the 
two sessions.

This year’s two sessions — a 
term for the annual meetings of 
the National People’s Congress, 
the country’s top legislature, and 
the National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consult­
ative Conference, the top political 
advisory body — will officially kick 
off on Ihesday, with more than 
5,000 participants.

Due to the scale and significance 
of the two sessions, it is usually a 
closely-watched event, not only in 
China but also around die world. 
Official figures show that over 3,000 
reporters have registered to cover 
this year’s meeting, about one-third 
of whom are from overseas. 

So, apart from some routine 
schedules, what should we watch 
for in this year’s two sessions? I 
believe this year’s event will not 
only epitomize China’s unique mod­
el of whole-process people’s democ­
racy, but also serve as a powerful 
testament to the nation’s resilience, 
innovation, and cultural vitality. 

Against geopolitical fragmenta­
tion and economic volatility, Chi­
na is poised to deliver a message 
of confidence and unity. 

First, die democracy. The two 
sessions are a vibrant showcase of 
China’s democratic ethos. 

Unlike many Western legisla­
tors who are professional politi­
cians, the great majority of China’s 
NPC deputies and national politi­
cal advisers come from all walks 
of life. Their primary task is to 
review and vote on the work of the 
central government, the top proc­
uratorate, the top court, and other 
relevant bodies. They also give 
suggestions and opinions on mat­
ters they deem necessary in the 
country’s political, social, and eco­
nomic sectors.

During the past two sessions, 
I’ve interviewed villagers, farmers, 
doctors, teachers, technicians, 
entrepreneurs, and deputies from

By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai 
zhouwenting@chinadaily.cmn.cn

By YANG WANLI in Bangkok
yangwanli @chinadaily.com.cn

growing, enhancing the convenience 
of residents’ daily lives, he said.

Zhang emphasized that her pri­
mary focus in the upcoming year 
will be implementing additional 
measures to alleviate residents’ 
parking challenges and promoting 
sendee to meet the personalized 
needs of elderly care.

“For a resident, if he or she drives 
home after work and fails to find a 
parking space, this may harm their 
sense of belonging to the communi­
ty?’Zhang said.

“However, if we want to adjust the 
spatial layout of some parts of the 
compound to free up parking spaces, 
we need all the residents to find an 
optimal solution based on the men­
tality of seeking common ground 
and working toward a shared better 
fife. This is a great test for us to build 
an exchange platform and find a 
good way for negotiations.”

Regarding elderly care, Zhang 
noted a growing awareness of the 
diverse needs of senior residents, 
including requirements for rehabili­
tation, physiotherapy, in-home 
night care, hospital escort services, 
and healthcare utilizing TCM prac­
tices. “Some also proposed needs for 
consultation regarding planning 
after retirement, and some others 
were interested in holding a birth­
day party while gathering their eld­
erly friends together,” she said.

Zhang said she would work with 
relevant government departments 
to promote work in this area. Resi­
dents may be provided rath a name 
list of professional institutions and 
caregivers endorsed and supervised 
by the government to provide corre­
sponding services based on person­
alized needs.

Li Ziwei, NPC deputy, a teacher of Liaoyangspecial 
education school in Liaoning province

For a long time, little to no policy support has been 

in place for people with autism. Greater efforts can be 
made to vocational education for individuals with 
autism, including expanding curriculum development, 

establishing vocational training programs, and 

improving the educational framework of vocational 

schools. These measures would equip autistic people with practical skills, 
providing them a pathway to integrate into society and realize their social 

value. Additionally, government departments should implement targeted 
assistance for those people and offer policy support to help them secure 

stable employment.

Lin Lan, NPC deputy vice-president of the China Art­
ists Association

The new era presents new demands and high 

requirements for cultivating professional artistic and 
design talent. The development of new industries, 

new business formats and new business models, 
dubbed the "three new" economy, requires design to 
effectively bridge the demand and supply sides, con­

tinuously driving industrial transformation and upgrading. A national plat­

form for nurturing top young artistic talent could be established in a 

structured and comprehensive manner, alongside regional platforms built 
through multi-stakeholder collaboration.

Chen Hongbin, NPC deputy, director of the supervi­
sory office of Yancheng No 1 Primary School in Jiang­

su province
Artificial intelligence education system should be 

enhanced in basic education. Education authorities 

could develop unified yet differentiated curriculum 
standards, enhance experiment conditions, and 

establish tailored guidelines to ensure that students 
nationwide receive Al education suited to their needs. Meanwhile, efforts 

should be made to strengthen the development and training of teachers 

in Al, promote innovation in curricula and teaching methods, and estab­

lish a scientific evaluation and feedback mechanism.
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fighting under siege from a ware­
house in the middle of the Shanghai 
battlefield, which was entirely sur­
rounded by the Japanese army.

“Many foreigners who haven’t been 
to China are familiar with the country' 
through the lens. The booming Chi­
nese film market and the surging 
amount of films produced by the 
countiy show the world a more color­
ful and vivid China with different 
looks. It has helped the world to know 
China more,” said Chalermchatri.

“To make the world know China 
more, China should fully encourage 
the blossom of all diversified art 
fonns, covering music, film, literature, 
painting, etc, encouraging all kinds of 
art forms to bridge China with differ­
ent cultures and thoughts worldwide,” 
Chalermchatri said.

He noted that China and Thailand 
enjoy long-term friendships and part­
nerships beyond the blood ties that 
connect their people. But for most 
Thai people nowadays, such connec­
tions with China and understanding 
of the country are out of touch with 
China’s current development.

“For example, the Chinese TV series 
mostly known by Thai people is still 
Boo Qingtian, a Chinese drama 
released 40 years ago. And the most 
popular Chinese singer is still Teresa 
Teng,” he added.

Amid the new communication 
trend due to technological reform,

Chalermchatri stressed the impor­
tance of triggering the interests and 
curiosities of people outside, especial­
ly the younger generation.

Also, he prioritized the role of social 
media platforms in boosting cross- 
border communication and mutual 
understanding amid recent reports 
on “TikTok Refugees” — people who 
decided to explore alternative social 
media platforms due to potential Tik­
Tok bans.

“Social media platforms are open 
stages for everyone to share their sto­
ries. People want to talk and commu­
nicate. It’s human nature that 
shouldn’t be banned due to geograph­
ical politics,” he said.

He revealed that there are several 
cultural events jointly organized by 
the Thai and Chinese governments 
and private sectors to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of Sino-Thai diplo­
matic relations, including the first 
Thai-Chinese Film Festival that is to 
be scheduled in Chiang Mai this 
June.

“Also, I will lead a team to partici­
pate in film festivals and some other 
cultural events this year in several 
Chinese cities including Shanghai and 
Kunming (in Yunnan province). See­
ing is believing. I hope the lens can 
strengthen ties between people of the 
two countries and encourage them to 
visit each other more for a deeper 
understanding,” he said.

Zhang Junping, a community offi­
cial with 20 years of experience, 
took on her role at Shanghai Kang- 
cheng, the largest apartment com­
plex in Shanghai, 13 years ago.

Through her unwavering dedica­
tion and the leadership team’s 
efforts at the residential compound, 
the community, which accommo­
dates 280 residential buildings and 
around 40,000 residents, has 
thrived as a place where inhabitants 
can quickly come together to work 
for a common goal.

This compares to the feet that 
around a decade ago, the apartment 
complex troubled by illegal group 
housing rental, residential apart­
ments renovated for commercial 
use, and other problems, was 
dubbed by local media as “the most 
chaotic neighborhood in towm” In 
2015 alone, 185 burglaries took place 
at the residential compound.

“During my early days working 
here, I met a resident who drove to 
work. The middle-aged hid the 
community parking permit away 
immediately after leaving the gate 
of the residential compound. He 
said he’d feel embarrassed if others 
knew he lived in this community. I 
felt sad, and was determined to 
make some changes,” said Zhang, 
48, a member of the Chinese Peo­
ple’s Political Consultative Confer­
ence National Committee for the 
third year, and deputy secretary of 
the Communist Party of China 
committee of the Kangcheng 
neighborhood.

“Today, even my family and I 
would love to live here,” she said, 
adding that residents’ diverse needs, 
including shopping, medical care, 
and children’s education, can be met 
without tlie need to leave the com­
munity. The quality of service lias 
been improving to respond to peo­
ple’s constant pursuit for a better life. 

One of the reasons for the changes 
taking place at the community, 
which was established in around 
the year 2000, was that the commu­
nity leadership team has been open- 
minded in listening to residents’ 
requirements and advice on 
improving their daily lives, said 
Zhang.

She said that the Party organiza­
tion is at the grassroots level and 
never rejects residents’ suggestions. 

For example, residents demanded 
charging facilities for their non-mo- 
tor vehicles. The residential com­
plex has nearly 10,000 such vehicles, 
and the insufficiency forced some 
residents to risk installing addition­
al wires themselves, causing poten­
tial safety hazards.

Last year, with resolute determi­
nation and full-scale actions, all 40 
parking lots for non-motor vehicles 
underwent renovation, providing

Residents of Shanghai Kangcheng community attend a tug-of-war event organized by the neighbor­
hood in July, 2023. provided to china daily

Zhang
Junping

Diversified cultural forms, particu­
larly video products such as movies 
and short videos on social media plat­
forms, will deepen cross-border com­
munications and further improve the 
appeal of Chinese culture, said a Thai 

expert.
Culture was a buzzword during last 

year’s two sessions. China’s biggest 
annual political event, the annual ses­
sions of the nation’s top legislature 
and political advisory body, is expect­
ed to continue drawing wide attention 
this month.

As mentioned in last year’s Govern­
ment Work Report, China will imple­
ment cultural projects that creatively 
benefit the public and improve the 
sendees of free public cultural facili­
ties. More efforts will be made to 
develop the cultural sector.

“The impressive box performance 
of Chinese animated film Ne Zha 2 
reflects the country’s cultural achieve­
ments. It represents the rise of China’s 
animation industry in terms of tech­
nology, an epitome of its significant 
overall development,” said Chalerm­
chatri Yukol, a member of Thai 
National Soft Power Strategy Commit­
tee and the National Film Committee. 

As a sequel to the 2019 animated 
box office hit Ne Zha, Ne Zha 2 draws 
inspiration from China’s 16th-centu-
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community” at the residential com­
pound. By integrating their expert­
ise and good ideas for 
neighborhood development, the 
quality of residents’ lives kept esca­
lating, said Zhang.

For example, in addition to the 
initial two bus routes linking the 
neighborhood to a nearby metro 
station, a new bus route has been 
introduced to connect Kangcheng 
to Shanghai Hongqiao Railway Sta­
tion and Shanghai Hongqiao Inter­
national Airport. This improvement 
offers residents convenient trans­
portation choices.

The concept of a “15-minute living 
circle” that meets residents’ basic 
needs for shopping and leisure was 
proposed in Shanghai in 2014. In the 
Kangcheng neighborhood, resi­
dents could also feel that life is 
becoming increasingly easier, so 
their living circle has been constant­
ly expanded.

Currently, the residential com­
pound includes two kindergartens, 
a nine-year school planned from the 
beginning, and a nursing home for 
the elderly. The health center has 
also been expanded to a 2,000- 
square-meter community health 
service center.

“In this way, the facility not only 
meets our needs to replenish medi­
cations regularly, but also is 
equipped with departments of gen­
eral medicine, dentistry, and tradi­
tional Chinese medicine. They are 
widely welcomed by residents,” said 
Zheng Junwei, a 71-year-old resi­
dent in the neighborhood.

Furthermore, the number of gro­
cery stores, food markets, barber 
shops, and bank outlets within the 
residential compound has been
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ry classic novel 
The Investiture 
of the Gods. This 
animated fanta­
sy adventure 
has not only 
exceeded the 
earnings of last 
year’s top­
grossing film,
Inside Out 2, 
but has also 
claimed the 

title of the highest-grossing animat­
ed film of all time.

As a famous Thai film and TV 
director, Chalermchatri said he had 
seen Ne Zha and was impressed by the 
storytelling, which reinterprets tradi­
tional culture from a modern perspec­
tive, aligning it more with 
contemporary audiences’ aesthetics 
and values.

“The most challenging part of an 
animated film is technology. That’s 
why developed countries such as the 
United States have dominated the 
related market for years. The success 
of NeZha 2 is definitely' a major break­
through, which reflects China’s rapid 
overall development,” Chalermchatri 
said.

Apart from this resolute hit at the 
box office, he also named several other 
Chinese films that impressed him a 
lot, such as The Eight Hundred, which 
tells the story of 800 Chinese soldiers 
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China’s two sessions showcase 
democracy, confidence and growth

residents with 
enough parking 
space and safe and 
adequate charg­
ing facilities. Fire­
fighting facilities 
were added as 
well. 

“While Shang­
hai’s efforts to

build a safe and resilient city are 
quickly gathering pace, at the com­
munity level, safety is the bottom 
line and foundation of our work. 
Also, we must respond to the needs 
of the residents and gradually build 
mutual trust with them,” Zhang 
said.

Another reason for the changes 
was that Zhang and her team tried to 
mobilize as many residents as possi­
ble to participate in various aspects 
of neighborhood governance, which 
is to put the concept of building 
urban governance community at the 
grassroots level, she said.

“Community governance not only 
depends on the Party organization 
and residents who are Party mem­
bers. We should invite more resi­
dents to join in. The more they 
participate, the more they will feel 
this is relevant to themselves,” said 
Zhang, adding that daily situations, 
like differing opinions among 
neighbors regarding pet ownership, 
necessitate collective wisdom from 
more residents to devise improved 
solutions.

In 2023, 108 middle-aged and 
young residents from diverse pro­
fessional fields, including property 
management, construction and 
engineering project management, 
finance, and law, became the first 
batch of “partners to build a better
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Industry-specific universities a necessity in new era
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rural vitalization. Once a distant possi­
bility, it has now become a key compo­
nent of China’s rural economy. Thanks to 
the rise of online platforms, mobile pay­
ments, and advanced logistics, rural are­
as that were once isolated have been 
able to connect with global markets. 
This transformation has been made pos­
sible by not just technology but also the 
efforts of local government officials who 
acted as intermediaries, bridging the 
gap between government policy and 
market opportunities. 

In this process, three key trends have 
emerged. First, e-commerce platforms 
help match supply with demand, offering 
fanners the opportunity to engage in cus­
tomized production. Second, grassroots 
entrepreneurs benefit from a relatively

Second, these universities should also 
establish an open collaborative network 
and develop innovative sendee supply 
models. By establishing a multi-channel 
and multi-dimensional cooperation 
mechanism, they can explore a more col­
laborative innovation model, help enter­
prises address their various problems, 
and tap the market to test these solutions. 

Third, the universities should take 
measures to improve their capacity­
building mechanism and lay a solid 
foundation for talent cultivation. They 
also need to give full play to the collabo­
rative education approach of “on-cam- 
pus and industry mentors" and include 
teachers’ achievements in social services 
to evaluate their performances to pro­
mote innovation.

And fourth, industry-specific univer­
sities need to establish a comprehensive 
evaluation system that takes into con­
sideration the service scale, economic 
benefits and social impact, as well as 
evaluate the effectiveness of social send­
ees in real time through a big data plat­
form. They should also link the 
evaluation results with the allocation of 
special funds and resources and support 
the formation of a dynamic and opti­
mized resource allocation model. These 
measures will help transform industry­
specific universities from traditional 
teaching institutions to modem service- 
oriented institutions, helping boost 
industrial upgrading.

The job of industry-specific universi­
ties is to nurture talents that can boost 
the country’s socioeconomic develop­
ment. Major economic and social trans­
formations have shaped the 
development of these universities, align­
ing their “specification”, “de-specifica- 
tion” and “re-specification” in relation to 
industries with China’s economic and 
social development phases.

ndustry-specific universities, 
which are focused on certain sec­
tors, are unique to China’s higher 
education system, with their devel­

opment and changes closely related to 
educational system refonns and their 
establishment, growth and transition 
highlighting the distinct characteristics 
of the times.

Hating the advantage of integrating 
education and industry, industry-specific 
universities continue to power the high- 
quality economic and social development 
of the country. They have developed an 
array of special disciplines covering key 
areas of the economy, and helped form 
an innovation ecosystem through indus­
try-university-research cooperation. 

The importance of social services for 
industry-specific universities has 
become increasingly prominent thanks 
to China’s rapid economic and social 
development. These universities shoul­
der the mission of cultivating industry 
talents, seeding industry innovation, 
and putting technological achievements 
to commercial use to promote socioeco­
nomic development.

However, there is a need for industry­
specific universities to develop a new 
development system, keeping pace with 
the high-quality socioeconomic develop­
ment. The development model of univer­
sities is undergoing a fundamental 
transformation, with the focus shifting 
from giving people access to education to 
fulfilling the personalized and diversified 
resource needs of high-quality higher 
education. Industry-specific universities 
should also shift their focus from their 
own growth to serving the needs of socio­
economic development, and helping 
solve problems to facilitate high-quality 
socioeconomic development

Among the five major functions of 
universities — talent cultivation, scien- 

turn, these local industries contribute 
significantly to both economic growth 
and rural vitalization.

The local snacks industry in Shaxian 
county, Fujian province, is another 
example of how government support 
can help vitalize a traditional sector. The 
Shaxian snacks industry has become a 
symbol of local economic success, trans­
forming into a national brand while pro­
viding substantial employment 
opportunities. Its success highlights the 
effectiveness of the political-economic 
model, which ensures local government 
support, coupled with market forces, 
fosters sustainable growth and creates 
national recognition.

Moreover, rural e-commerce has 
emeiged as a powerful force driving 

ural vitalization is one of the 
key strategic imperatives of 
China’s development para­
digm. After eradicating abso­

lute poverty, the country has shifted its 
focus to the implementation of the rural 
totalization strategy. However, this is not 
merely an economic issue; it is a com­
plex interplay of political and economic 
factors. The task therefore is to expedite 
this process through political-economic 
interaction.

At tire heart of China’s rural develop­
ment lies a sophisticated mechanism of 
political-economic interaction. This 
dynamic, which I refer to as the “govern­
ment plus market” model, is crucial to 
the development of county-level econo­
mies and the broader rural vitalization 
efforts. Local governments and market 
entities in a specific region maintain a 
frequently competitive relationship with 
their counterparts in other areas, spur­
ring one another to propel growth. 

Local governments’ competition is 
based on critical metrics such as GDP, 
tax revenue and foreign investment, 
while businesses engage in market com­
petition. These dual forces are intricately 
intertwined, propelling the local econo­
mies forward and, in turn, contribute to 
rural vitalization.

County governments play a pivotal 
role in this mechanism. Acting as a 
bridge between national policies and 
local realities, county-level governments 
are key to translating top-down policies 
into actionable strategies. In recent 
years, the central government has laid 
greater emphasis on ensuring that local 
officials play a hands-on role in driving 
rural development.

Through a multilevel system, local 
governments are now directly responsi­
ble for implementing policies tailored to 
meet the economic needs of their areas. 
By assigning specific duties and targets 
to local officials, the central government 
ensures that ratal vitalization efforts are 
not just abstract plans but concrete 
actions that align with market demands. 
This shift has been instrumental in turn­
ing policies into real economic opportu­
nities, boosting local industries and 
improving the livelihoods of farmers 
and entrepreneurs alike. 

A key driver of rural vitalization has 
been the development of specialized 
local industries. Apt examples of this are 
the crayfish industry in Qianjiang city, 
Hubei province, and the apple industry 
in Luochuan, Shaanxi province. These 
industries owe their success to the gui­
dance, coordination and empowerment 
provided by local governments. 

Besides, the performance of local 
industries directly affects the career 
development of local officials. As such, 
there is a strong incentive for govern­
ments to support these industries. In

tific research, social services, preserving 
and promoting cultural heritages, and 
international exchanges and coopera­
tion — social services, being the weak­
est, are restricting the high-quality 
development of talent training and sci­
entific research. Hence, the urgent task 
of such universities is to comprehensive­
ly improve their social services.

As a fundamental function of universi­
ties, social services are an important indi­
cator of their educational level and social 
contribution. The need is to make social 
services a driving force for the high-quali­
ty development of industry-specific uni­
versities and boost their strength. 

By providing better social services, 
industry-specific universities can 
strengthen their connection and inter­
actions with and better understand the 
development needs of the local economy 
and society, while providing targeted 
services and support for governments 
and enterprises. By offering differentiat­
ed social service projects and products, 
industry-specific universities can 
enhance their brand advantages and 
sharpen their core competitiveness. 

It is therefore necessary to establish an 
industry-university-research mechanism 
that adopts a goal-oriented approach, 
promotes innovation through collabora­
tion, provides resource guarantee and 
evaluates performances to improve the 
social services of these universities. 

First, industry-specific universities 
should clearly chart their service direc­
tion and create a distinctive service sys­
tem by focusing on how to meet national 
strategic and local development needs, so 
as to cultivate talents that have a sharp 
industrial vision, can achieve break­
throughs in key technologies to boost 
industrial development, and establish 
technology research institutes and mod­
ern industrial colleges to serve industries.

A film adaptation of die Cantonese Opera, with 
the same name, was released in 2021, breaking box 
office records for Chinese opera movies. It became a 
milestone for the genre, winning numerous awards 
both at home and abroad. Its success can be attrib­
uted to not only its artistic excellence but also its 
ability to strike a balance between tradition and 
innovation, and which in turn is bridging the gap 
between the past and the present. 

The production of Madam. White Snake - The 
Affection seamlessly integrates tradition with inno­
vation. It preserves the classical singing and per­
formance techniques, allowing audiences to 
experience the timeless charm of Cantonese Opera. 
At the same time, it incorporates new artistic forms, 
plot structures, modern stage technology and musi­
cal elements to make the opera more engaging. It is 
also available on new media platforms, enabling a 
broader audience to appreciate its beauty, injecting 
new vitality into traditional culture.

Madam White Snake - The Affection has attract­
ed younger audiences, too, ensuring traditional cul­
ture continues to thrive. The Guangdong Cantonese 
Opera Institute has accorded priority to contempo­
rary aesthetic values in the production, ensuring 
the opera resonates with modern audiences. At its 
core, the opera explores the theme of love, which 
transcends age, gender and regional boundaries. 

As an eponymous film, Madam White Snake - 
The Affection played a pivotal role in promoting 
Cantonese Opera. By employing advanced visual 
technology, the film showcases traditional Chinese 
aesthetics, enthralling the global audience with the 
charm of Cantonese Opera. The movie’s success not 
only drew greater attention to the opera but also 
provided new directions for the innovative develop­
ment of traditional operas.

In recent years, “China-Chic” has emerged as a 
popular cultural phenomenon, spanning music, 
dance and other art forms, as well as fashion 
fueled by the nation’s growing cultural confidence. 
The popularity of Madam White Snake - 77i<’ 
Affection shows that traditional opera can still 
radiate with its vitality in the new era. By embrac­
ing innovation and leveraging modern technology 
and new media platforms, traditional opera can 
influence young people and become a part of their 
spiritual world.

Therefore, efforts should be made to promote 
fine traditional Chinese culture globally and 
spread its influence globally through cultural 
innovation and international exchanges. In this 
era of globalization, it is essential to showcase the 
charm of Chinese culture, making Cantonese 
Opera and other Chinese operas important vehi­
cles for telling China’s stories and amplifying Chi­
na’s voice worldwide.

The performance of Madam White Snake - 77re 
Affection abroad has allowed the world to appreci­
ate the allure of Cantonese Opera and better under­
stand China. The need is to continue upholding 
tradition while promoting innovation, enabling 
Cantonese Opera and other Chinese operas to 
impress global audiences.

Through such efforts, Cantonese Opera will 
become not only a new cultural emblem showcas­
ing traditional Chinese culture but also a cultural 
bridge connecting China and the world. Hopefully, 
Cantonese Opera will become a part of young peo­
ple’s lives, and traditional culture will flourish in 
the new era.

“Re-specification” means industry­
specific universities changing their 
“one-way feedback model” and adopting 
a new “two-way symbiotic model” and 
changing their teaching methods to 
meet the needs of different types of tal­
ents and accommodate technological 
innovation brought about by cross-in­
dustry integration thanks to the fourth 
scientific and technological revolution 
and industrial transformation. 

“De-specification” refers to industry­
specific universities developing a better 
understanding and actively responding to 
adaptive changes. Through “re-specifica- 
tion” strategy, industry-specific universi­
ties can better serve the needs of economic 
and social development, and enhance 
their competitiveness and influence. 

For example, Jiangxi University of 
Finance and Economics lias adopted a 
“re-specification” strategy by developing 
new disciplines and deepening the inte­
gration of industry and education. The 
different disciplines or subjects the uni­
versity offers highlight their financial 
characteristics and help die students to 
explore green areas. The university has 
deepened its cooperation with local gov­
ernment departments by intensifying 
research in the region’s economy, and 
providing more diversified and higher- 
quality services. These measures have 
not only boosted the high-quality devel­
opment of the university, but also pro­
vided useful reference for a “re­
specification” approach of industry­
specific universities.

The author is president of Jiangxi Uni­
versity of Finance and Economics, a 
deputy to the 14th National People’s 
Congress, and a member of the China 
Association for Promoting Democracy. 
The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

raditional Chinese culture is the spiritual 
lifeline of the Chinese nation and the 
foundation of China’s cultural confidence.
Cantonese Opera, as an intangible cultural

heritage, is a cultural symbol and shared treasure of 
the people in Guangdong province, and the Hong 
Kong and Macao special administrative regions. It 
is therefore necessary that litterateurs and artists 
shoulder the responsibility of delving deep into the 
lives of the people to create more masterpieces. 

Take, for example, the Guangdong Cantonese 
Opera Institute’s production of Madam White 
Snake - The Affection. The production has breathed 
new life into the ancient myth, blending romance 
with Chinese aesthetics. The opera lias toured more 
than 40 cities, including Beijing, Shanghai, Hong 
Kong, Macao and Taipei, as well as countries such 
as Italy, Greece, Spain and Singapore. 

Since its debut in 2014, the opera has been per­
formed more than 300 times, earning over 40 mil­
lion yuan ($5.5 million). It has helped overseas 
Chinese people to cherish their connection with the 
motherland and prompted international audiences 
to admire traditional Chinese culture. 

The Legend of the White Snake is a popular folk­
tale passed down generations for more than 1,000 
years. As one of China’s Four Great Folktales, the 
stoiy of two snake spirits is deeply intertwined with 
traditional Chinese culture, evolving from the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907) through the Ming (1368-1644) 
and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties, and continuing to 
influence people in modem times.

low entry threshold thanks to the support 
of e-commerce platforms. And third, local 
governments provide crucial support in 
the form of funding, land and talents to 
fuel the growth of rural e-commerce. 

These developments highlight an 
important fact — that industrial revitali­
zation is at the core of rural vitalization, 
and the key to success lies in fostering 
robust collaboration between govern­
ments and business.

A further evolution of this model can 
be seen in the “company-farmer” 
approach, which has proven effective in 
many rural areas. This model encourag­
es collaboration between businesses and 
farmers, providing farmers with access 
to new technologies and financial 
resources, and helping businesses secure 
a steady supply of raw materials.

In some areas, this model has expanded 
to include local governments and tallage 
collectives, creating a more comprehen­
sive “government-enterprise-tallage” 
model. This approach strengthens the col­
lective economy, increases fanners’ 
income, and promotes long-term, sustain­
able growth of rural communities. 

One of the most notable develop­
ments in rural vitalization has been the 
emergence of “rural CEOs” These indi­
viduals, often returnees from urban are­
as or veterans, are taking on the 
responsibility of leading rural economic 
and social development. By combining 
rural governance with business manage­
ment, the rural CEOs are navigating the 
complexities of the “government plus 
market” dynamics, helping transform 
rural vitalization from a political direct­
ive to a tangible reality.

To attract and retain these talented 
individuals, local governments need to 
offer targeted support and create an ena­
bling environment for their success.

Rural vitalization is a complex, multi­
faceted endeavor that requires the coor­
dination of government policies, market 
forces, and talents. By using the political- 
economic interaction model and indus­
try innovation, and cultivating talents, 
China is setting the stage for sustainable 
rural development While the road 
ahead may be challenging, the vision of 
a prosperous future for China’s rural are­
as is gradually becoming a reality. 

And by ensuring the government and 
the market work in harmony, rural vital­
ization will continue to be a driving force 
behind China’s overall socioeconomic 
development, helping to realize the goal 
of shared prosperity.

The author is a professor at Guanghua 
School of Management, Peking University 
and a member of the 14 th National. Com­
mittee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference. 
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The movie’s success not only drew 
greater attention to the opera but 
also provided new directions for 
the innovative development of 
traditional operas.

The author is director of the Guangdong Cantonese 
Opera Institute and a member of die 14thNational 
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consult­
ative Conference.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

Modem twist on 
White Snake reviving
Cantonese Opera
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As of Feb 19, more than 3.97 mil­
lion consumers bought over 4.87 mil­
lion units of home appliances 
through trade-in deals this year'.

Over 26.71 million consumers have 
applied for subsidies to buy newdigi- 
tal products, including smart­
phones, tablets, smartwatches and 
wristbands. In addition, some 
647,000 electric bikes have been

Stronger support will 
be provided for the 
replacement of old 
growth drivers 
with new ones.”

ByXUNUO

xunuo @chinadaily.com.cn

tion in deep-sea environments, 
with potential applications in 
underwater mineral mining, engi­
neering and ecological monitor­
ing.

“This isn’t just about science — 
it’s about translating discoveries 
into industrial breakthroughs,” Li 
said, highlighting possible advan­
ces in marine biotechnology and 
methane hydrate extraction.

Located in Guangzhou, a key city 
in die Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma­
cao Greater Bay Area, the project 
aims to leverage regional strengths 
in marine research and manufac­
turing. Once completed, it will 
serve as an open-access platform 
for international collaboration and 
attract top researchers, according 
to the institute.

Li said the project aligns with 
China’s goal of becoming a global 
maritime power and achieving car­
bon neutrality. By integrating land­
sea research capabilities, it is 
expected to help establish the 
Greater Bay Area as an innovation 
hub while addressing climate 
change and sustainable resource 

The Ministry of Education has 
released this year’s guidelines for 
managing continuing education 
programs and off-campus teaching 
sites, emphasizing the need to align 
talent cultivation with national 
strategies and market demands.

“Higher education institutions 
should make continuing education 
an integral part of their talent culti­
vation and social service system,” 
the guidelines state. “Institutions 
should fully consider their educa­
tional positioning and academic 
strength, as well as market demands 
and the employment competitive­
ness of disciplines. They should also 
thoroughly justify the need for new 
programs before opening them and 
continuously optimize the struc­
tures of such programs.”

Continuing education is a parallel 
track to China’s regular higher edu­
cation system, which consists of full- 
time, campus-based study for recent 
high school graduates who have 
passed the national college entrance 
exam, or gaokao. Continuing educa­
tion, by contrast, offers full-time or 
part-time programs designed for 
adults seeking to upgrade their 
skills or qualifications. It includes

“During the two sessions, policy­
makers will likely announce a high­
er fiscal deficit ratio, as well as 
greater issuance of ultra-long-term 
special treasury bonds and local 
government special bonds, while 
following a moderately accommo­
dative monetary policy.

“Stronger support will be provided 
for the replacement of old growth 
drivers with new ones, alongside 
measures to stabilize the real estate 
market,” he said.

Lu Ting, chief China economist at 
Nomura, said: “China’s economy 
appears to be having a relatively 
good start to the year. Investment 
and consumption might have been 
supported by the tech-led stock 
market rally. The expansion of the 
trade-in program is stimulating 
sales of digital goods.”

lage, said the company would pri­
oritize ecological and environ­
mental protection and provide 
employment opportunities for 
villagers, ensuring that affected 
residents can move into their new' 
homes as soon as possible.

Daw'a Tsering, Party secretary 
of the city, said most of the recon­
struction will be on the original 
sites of the tillages as per resi­
dents’ preferences, except for 
those on the earthquake belt or in 
areas prone to landslides or 
floods, which will be relocated.

On Jan 7, Dingri and neighbor­
ing counties experienced a 6.8 
magnitude earthquake that killed 
126 people and leveled thousands 
of houses.

According to reconstruction 
plans, more than 120,000 people 
currently living in temporary 
shelters will move into new 
homes by the end of the year.

China has begun construction of 
a deep-sea research platform in 
Guangzhou, Guangdong province, 
marking a major step in the coun­
try’s efforts to explore extreme 
marine environments and develop 
sustainable ocean resources.

The Research Facility of Cold­
seep Ecosystems, led by the South 
China Sea Institute of Oceanology 
under the Chinese Academy of Sci­
ences, is scheduled for completion 
within five years.

The project will combine a 
manned deep-sea laboratory on 
the ocean floor with advanced 
land-based simulation systems. 
The hybrid design is intended to 
allow long-term, high-precision 
studies of cold-seep ecosystems — 
unique biological communities 
that thrive in darkness and under 
extreme pressure, where methane 
and other chemicals seep from the 
seafloor. These ecosystems, often 
called deep-sea oases, support spe­
cies such as tube worms, clams and 
rare corals that rely on chemical 
energy rather than sunlight. 

“Cold seeps hold keys to under­
standing Earth’s carbon cycle, life 
in extreme environments and the 
safe extraction of resources such as 
methane hydrates,” said Li Chao- 
lun, director of the South China 
Sea Institute of Oceanology and 
leader of the project. “This facility 
wall position China at the forefront 
of deep-sea science and green 
ocean economy innovation.”

The research center will focus on 
three core challenges: how cold­
seep ecosystems evolve, how orga­
nisms adapt to extreme conditions, 
and how methane — a potent 
greenhouse gas — interacts with 
marine environments. Scientists 
expect its findings to inform cli­
mate policies and guide environ­
mentally friendly deep-sea energy 
development, Li said.

The facility will also test technol­
ogies for prolonged human habita-

online education, adult education, 
the higher education self-study test 
and open education.

To improve the structure of con­
tinuing education programs, the 
guidelines encourage higher educa­
tion institutions with the necessary 
conditions to establish new pro­
grams in fields such as advanced 
manufacturing, artificial intelli­
gence, quantum technology, life sci­
ences, energy, green low-carbon 
development, international organi­
zations and financial technology. 
Institutions are also urged to offer 
programs in areas concerning peo­
ple’s livelihoods, such as domestic 
services.

The guidelines support the crea­
tion of programs in fields of urgent 
need, including opera, cultural relic 
protection and restoration, non­
common languages, foreign-related 
legal systems and international 
communication.

The new measures are part of 
China’s broader efforts to reform its 
continuing education sector.

In 2022, the Education Ministry 
issued a plan to promote continuing 
education reform, aiming to 
address issues such as unclear posi­
tioning, underdeveloped standards, 
unsound systems and low-quality 
talent cultivation, while advancing

Wang Qing, chief macroeco­
nomic analyst at Golden
Credit Rating International
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A child picks up hailstones in Duchang county. Jiangxi province, 
on Monday. The area experienced severe convective weather 
due to a cold front, which caused thunderstorms, strong winds, 
intense lightning, hail and brief heavy rainfall, resulting in dam­
age to some crops, fu jianbin / for china daily

The rebuilding of eight tallages 
severely affected by the 6.8 mag­
nitude earthquake in the Xizang 
autonomous region started on 
Monday, marking the start of a 
recovery effort aimed at relocat­
ing over 120,000 residents into 
new homes by the end of this year. 

The launch ceremony was held 
in Gurum village of Dingri county 
in the city of Shigatse following 
over a month of preparations, 
including debris clearance, risk 
assessment and housing designs. 

Opinions were gathered from 
residents to help finalize housing 
designs.

“The threshing ground is 
shared by several households, 
and the livestock pens are right 
next to our homes, making both 
daily life and work very conve­
nient,” said Migmar Tsering, a 
local villager.

Kang Zhuo, associated with the 
construction company for the 
rebuilding project in Gurum vil- 

The initial four-year construc­
tion phase will focus on building 
pressure-resistant deep-sea labo­
ratory structures, developing high- 
precision land-based simulation 
systems and establishing a 
research infrastructure network 
that connects sea and land, the 
institute said.

A one-year offshore operational 
phase in 2030 will test new equip­
ment — including methane leak­
age monitoring systems and life­
support modules for deep-sea 
crews — in real-world conditions. 
Scientists say this phase will help 
bridge the gap between laboratory 
research and practical marine 
applications, ensuring that new 
technologies can function in 
extreme environments.

Researchers worldwide antici­
pate findings that could influence 
energy strategies, biotechnology, 
and climate policy, Li said.

Universities urged to focus on advanced 
fields such as Al and green development

College graduates look for opportunities at a job fair at the Xinjiang International Convention and Exhibition Center in Urumqi, Xinjiang Uygur
autonomous region, on Sunday. More than 500 enterprises and institutions from across the country offered over 13,000 job opportunities,
spanning industries such as manufacturing, marketing, energy, finance and internet technology, uu xin / china news service

high-quality educational develop­

ment.
Data from the Education Ministry 

shows that 1,725 higher education 
institutions offered continuing edu­
cation programs, enrolling a total of 
12.093 million students in 2021 — 
about 25 percent of the country’s 
total higher education enrollment. 

However, as regular higher educa­
tion expands, the scale of continu­
ing education is shrinking, wrote 
Yue Chuanyong, former vice-presi­
dent of Ningbo Universify in Zhe­
jiang province, and Xu Rihua, a 
lecturer at the university’s Institute 
of Adult Education.

“As such, the focus of continuing 
education needs to transition from 
scale expansion to quality improve­
ment,” they wrote in an article pub­
lished on the ministry’s website.

Starting this fall, the Ministry of 
Education will standardize termi­
nology for continuing education, 
eliminating terms such as “corre­
spondence education” and “part- 
time education” in favor of the 
uniform term “non-full-time educa­
tion”.

Continuing education programs 
at regular universities will uniform­
ly admit students through the adult 
college entrance examination, meet 
basic professional teaching require­
ments, standardize the minimum 
duration of study and unify gradua­
tion certificates, according to the 
new guidelines.

r r

More than 620 Chinese sus­
pects in Myawaddy, Myanmar, 
have been repatriated in a crack­
down on cross-border telecom­
munications fraud jointly 
launched by China, Myanmar 
and Thailand, China’s Ministry 
of Public Security said on Mon­
day.

The ministry said in a state­
ment that officials from the 
three countries held a ministeri­
al-level meeting in Bangkok on 
Friday to coordinate efforts 
against telecom and online 
fraud.

The meeting marked a mile­
stone in joint law enforcement 
efforts, with participants 
agreeing to establish a regular 
coordination mechanism and 
continue repatriating sus­
pects.

Officials called for stronger 
information sharing, improved 
repatriation procedures and 
more effective measures to 
combat the fraud, which they 
said remains a serious problem 
that harms economic growth, 
social stability and the rights of 
people in multiple countries.

China, Myanmar and Thai­
land need to deepen coopera­
tion to target criminal 
organizations, reduce their 
operating space and eradicate 
such crimes, officials said. They 
also called for greater law 
enforcement collaboration with 
other nations to maintain 
regional stability.

The meeting came less than 
two weeks after Myanmar repa­
triated the first group of Chinese 
fraud suspects from Myawaddy. 
On Feb 20, Chinese police 
escorted 200 suspects back to 
China on chartered flights.

Authorities have intensified 
their crackdown on fraud oper­
ations in Myawaddy since Janu­
ary, following reports of 
Chinese nationals disappearing 
at the Thailand-Myanmar bor­
der.

Among them was actor Wang 
Xing, whose alleged kidnapping 
case drew widespread attention. 

The Ministry of Public Securi­
ty said it successfully rescued 
Wang and several others and 
brought them back to China.

Wang had arrived in Bangkok 
on Jan 3 before being taken to 
Myawaddy and sold to multiple 
telecom fraud operations, the 
ministry said.
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PMI: Private sector, consumption and 
tech innovation to be further prioritized

Quake victims to have 
new homes by year-end
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Construction begins on 
cold-seep research facility

exchanged for new ones, according 
to the Ministry of Commerce.

“On the domestic demand front, 
China has made remarkable achieve­
ments in boosting the trade-in pro­
gram for consumer goods,” said Li 
Chao, chief economist at Zheshang 
Securities. “We anticipate a strong 
start to the economy in the first quar­
ter. First-quarter GDP growth could 
reach 5.1 percent, with the full-year 
trajectory expected to follow a 
U-shaped pattern.”

Citing recent policy signals, Xiong 
Yuan, chief economist at Guosheng 
Securities, said that a greater 
emphasis will be placed on stabiliz­
ing the private sector, boosting con­
sumption and strengthening 
technological innovation.

“This could be reflected in new 
policy statements and new incre­
mental measures to provide stronger 
support,” Xiong said.
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Maimed lunar exploration
mission steadily progressing

stem/precursor

Wild species populations rebound, Study shows correct stroke order key
thanks to policies and protections to improving Chinese writing skills
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By YANG CHENG in Tianjin 
yangcheng@chinadaily.com.cn

Contact the writers at
zhaoruinan@chinadaily.com.cn

China is making steady progress 
in its manned lunar exploration 
program, with all research and con­
struction work advancing as 
planned to achieve the goal of send­
ing Chinese astronauts to the lunar 
surface by 2030, according to the 
China Manned Space Agency.

The agency said in a news release 
on Monday that key components of 
the ambitious project, including 
the Long March 10 heavy-lift carri­
er rocket, the Mengzhou manned 
spacecraft, the Lanyue lunar land­
er, the Wangyu lunar suit and the 
Tansuo crew rover, are currently in 
the preliminary prototype develop­
ment phase, and the design work is 
proceeding on schedule.

Meanwhile, construction of new 
testing and launch facilities is 
underway at the Wenchang Space 
Launch Center in Hainan province. 
The overall design plans for the 
tracking, telemetry and command

ByZHAORUINAN

and CHEN YE in Hangzhou

ByYANDONGJIE

yandongjie@chinadaily.com.cn

A new study has confirmed that 
the ability to follow correct stroke 
order significantly enhances foreign 
learners’ Chinese writing skills, 
including recognizing and remem­
bering characters.

Published in the top-tier linguis­
tics journals System and Computer 
Assisted Language Learning, the 
research underscores the impor­
tance of structured handwriting 
instruction in Chinese language edu­
cation. The landmark study was a 
collaboration between researchers 
atTianjinNormal University and the 
University at Albany-State Universi­
ty of New York.

Immediate and delayed tests 
showed that participants who fol­
lowed the correct stroke order per­
formed significantly better in their 
writing with accuracy and speed, 
character recognition and long­
term memory retention, according 
to lead researcher Yu Miao, a profes­
sor in the department of psychology 
at Tianjin Normal University.

The research tracked 43 Chinese- 
as-a-second-language learners from
15 countries with the help of a com­
puter-assisted learning system. Par­
ticipants were divided into three 
groups: one practicing correct 
stroke order, another following ran­
dom stroke order and a third receiv­
ing no stroke order.

Test results showed that partici­
pants in the first group recognized 
and wrote characters 15 percent 
fester than those in the other two 
groups. Their memory retention of 
characters was also significantly 
longer. The study further indicated 

writing was inconsistent, and I 
found characters difficult to remem­
ber,” said Otieno Innocent Omondi, 
a graduate student from Kenya. 
“Stroke order makes my writing eas­
ier. It’s like a roadmap — it tells me 
where to start and how to complete 
each hanzi properly”

For Supakchanad Chookan, a 
Thai student atTianjin Normal Uni­
versity, structured handwriting 
practice made a difference in her 
learning attitude and strategies.

“Since practicing structured 
handwriting, I have made fewer 
mistakes in my homework and feel 
more confident in writing,” she said. 

Based on their findings, research­
ers advocate for integrating stroke 
order instruction into Chinese-as-a- 
second-language curricula, incorpo­
rating dynamic learning tools with 
real-time feedback and designing 
handwriting practices tailored to 
different proficiency levels.

“Many believe typing alone is suf­
ficient for learners who want to 
write in Chinese, but our research 
proves otherwise,” Yu said. “Typing 
activates different cognitive pro­
cesses compared with handwriting. 
Proper stroke order builds learners’ 
procedural memory and reinforces 
long-term retention and compre­
hension.”

To further verify their findings, Yu 
and his team plan to use functional 
magnetic resonance imaging — a 
method of visualizing brain activity 
by detecting changes in blood flow 
— to explore how stroke order train­
ing activates language processing 
areas in the brain.

its rediscovery to over 7,000. The 
Tibetan antelope population has 
rebounded from 60,000 to 70,000 
in the late 1990s to more than 
300,000.

Some critically endangered 
plants have also seen significant 
recovery. There were only three 
known Baishan fir trees when 
they were discovered, but more 
than 4,000 have since been rein­
troduced to the wild. Similarly, 
when the Putuo hornbeam tree 
was discovered, it was the only 
one known to exist. Now, over 
4,000 have been reintroduced to 
the wild.

In recent years, China has 
strengthened its wildlife protec-
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systems, as well as landing site 
infrastructure, have been finalized 
and construction work is set to 
begin imminently, according to the 
release.

Once realized, China’s manned 
lunar program will make the coun­
try the second nation to land astro­
nauts on the moon, significantly 
boosting its global space standing. 

The United States successfully 
made six Apollo crewed missions in 
the 1960s and 1970s, bringing 12 
Americans to the silver celestial 
body.

The country’s roadmap for its 
first manned lunar expedition 
involves two Long March 10 
launches from the Wenchang 
spaceport to transport a Lanyue 
lunar lander and a Mengzhou 
manned spacecraft to lunar orbit. 

After reaching their preset 
orbital positions, the Lanyue land­
er and the Mengzhou vessel will 
rendezvous and dock. Two crew 
members will enter the lander, 
which will then undock and 

Guo Yanqi contributed to this
story.

tion laws, updated the national 
lists of protected wild animals and 
plants, and published a list of 
important terrestrial wildlife hab­
itats.

The country has also estab­
lished flagship animal protection 
research centers for species such 
as giant pandas, Asian elephants, 
pangolins, Pere David’s deer, blue- 
crowned laughingthrushes and 
crested ibises.

The National Forestry and 
Grassland Administration said it 
will continue to improve wildlife 
protection through enhanced 
monitoring, habitat conservation 
and efforts to promote the coex­
istence of humans and nature.

descend toward the lunar surface 
for an engine-assisted soft land­
ing.

On the moon, the astronauts will 
drive a Tansuo rover to carry out 
scientific tasks and collect samples. 
Upon completion of their assign­
ments, they will return to the Lan­
yue module, which will fly them 
back to their spaceship waiting in 
lunar orbit.

In the final stage, the astronauts 
will carry the samples into the 
Mengzhou spacecraft, which will 
then undock and carry the crew 
back to Earth.

To prepare for the challenging 
adventure, China lias selected its 
fourth group of astronauts, who are 
currently training for lunar landing 
and surface operations.

In another development, the 
space agency said in the release that 
it will arrange two manned space­
flights — the Shenzhou XX and XXI 
— and the Tianzhou 9 cargo mis­
sion for travel to the Tiangong 
space station.

Crew members for the two 
upcoming flights have been select­
ed and are undergoing training, it 
noted.

that recognition accuracy could 
increase by 20 percent when writing 
accuracy improved by 30 percent. 

“Stroke order is more than a writ­
ing convention. It helps create cog­
nitive scaffolding for the 
decomposition and reconstruction 
of Chinese characters,” Yu said.

The study provides strong empir­
ical support for stroke order 
instruction and offers insights into 
the development of intelligent Chi­
nese learning tools. The research 
team constructed a dynamic stroke 
visualization system that breaks 
down Chinese characters into ani­
mated stroke sequences, helping 
learners visualize and replicate the 
correct writing process more easily. 
The system also records learners’ 
behavioral data and tracks improve­
ments in writing accuracy, speed 
and memory retention.

The research highlights the chal­
lenges feced by second language 
learners in writing Chinese charac­
ters, which are logographic and 
structurally complex. Many stu­
dents struggle with rote copying 
methods, which fail to provide 
meaningful learning connections. 

“Rote copying is not effective 
because learners only retain frag­
mented images of Chinese charac­
ters, which is not helpful for long­
term memory,” said co-author Sun 
Hui of Tianjin Normal University. 
“By contrast, our structured stroke 
practice helps build a durable men­
tal model for recognizing and using 
hanzi — Chinese characters.”

Foreign students who participat­
ed in the study reported noticeable 
improvements after learning stroke 
order systematically.

“Before learning stroke order, my 

Visitors pose with char­
acter puppets and post­
ers from the 
blockbuster hit Afe Zh a 
2 at a behind-the- 
scenes exhibition of the 
film in Chengdu, Sich­
uan province, on Mon­
day. The display 
mainly focuses on the 
manuscripts of impor­
tant characters in the 
film and the production 
details behind several 
scenes. It allows the 
audience to have a 
comprehensive under­
standing of the design 
iteration process of the 
characters, scenes, con­
cepts and more. 
LIU ZHONGJUN / CHINA NEWS 
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By ZHAO LEI

zhaolei@chinadaily.com.cn

An ornithologist demonstrates raptor rescue techniques at an 
event hosted by the Shenyang Raptor Rescue Center in Shenyang,
Liaoning province, on Sunday, wang qibo / for china daily
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are also exploring Al in journal­
ism. In Shenzhen, a local TV sta­
tion introduced a humanoid 
robot named Kua Fu, which 
served as a special reporter at the 
city’s political meetings this year. 
In January, the CCTV Spring Fes­
tival Gala featured robots per­
forming choreographed dances, 
clapping and twisting their hips 
with ease.

The use of Al-generated anchors 
is not new. In March last year dur­
ing China’s two sessions — the 
annual meetings between the 
National People’s Congress, the 
nation’s top legislature, and the 
Chinese People’s Political Consult­
ative Conference, the top political 
advisory body — China Central 
Television’s financial news divi­
sion created Al versions of real 
anchors who provided real-time 
responses to audience questions. 

The growing presence of Al in 
newsrooms has sparked debate, 
with some expressing concerns 
that the technology could replace 
human journalists and lead to job 
losses.

Liu said, however, that Al ava­
tars are meant to be partners at 
work rather than replacements. 

“Al avatars can handle routine 
tasks in news broadcasts, allowing 
us to dedicate more time to 
in-depth reporting and meaning­
ful communication with intervie­
wees,” she said.

Although Al newscasting is 
highly precise and nearly error- 
free, it lacks the emotional nuance 
of human anchors, Liu said, call­
ing emotional expression a unique 
advantage of real broadcasters.

Wang Min, an assistant profes­
sor in the School of Journalism 
and Communication at the Minzu 
University of China, said Al opti­
mizes the division of labor but can­
not replace human judgment, 
critical thinking or creativity.

“Instead, Al can free up journal­
ists to focus on deeper investiga­
tive work and more 
comprehensive analysis, ultimate­
ly elevating the role of the news 
industry in society,” she said.

Wang added that Al’s impact 
extends beyond journalism, with 
applications in healthcare, educa­
tion, culture and tourism.

“Al enhances efficiency, optimiz­
es workflows and provides assist­
ance, allowing people to focus on 
more creative tasks,” she said.

Wild populations of giant pan­
das, crested ibises and Asian ele­
phants in China have continued to 
grow as their habitats and breed­
ing environments improve, the 
National Forestry and Grassland 
Administration announced on 
Monday.

China is building a national park 
system that wall be the world’s larg­
est, protecting more than 80 per­
cent of the country’s key wildlife 
species and their habitats, the 
administration said while marking 
the 12th World Wildlife Day on 
Monday.

Officials attributed the 
improvement in ecosystems and 
flagship species conservation to 
stronger policies and legal protec­
tions, increased financial invest­
ment and coordinated efforts in 
both in situ and ex situ conserva­
tion.

China is home to about 3,100 
species of terrestrial vertebrates 
and 130,000 named insect species. 
It also has more than 38,000 spe­
cies of higher plants, including 
over 4,000 rare and endangered 
wild plant species.

According to the latest monitor­
ing data, the wild giant panda 
population has risen from about 
1,100 in the 1980s to nearly 1,900. 
Snow leopards now number more 
than 1,200, and since the launch 
of China’s pilot national park sys­
tem in 2017, the number of Siberi­
an tigers has grown from 27 to 70, 
and Amur leopards from 42 to 80. 

The crested ibis population has 
increased from seven at the time of

A television channel in Hang­
zhou has launched an innovative 
newscast featuring Al-generated 
anchors, drawing significant 
attention and sparking discus­
sions about the role of artificial 
intelligence in the media industry. 

During the Spring Festival holi­
day, Hangzhou News Broadcast, 
produced by Hangzhou Culture, 
Radio and Television Group, used 
Al-generated anchor Xiaoyu for 
the entire news reporting process. 

Xiaoyu was made to look like 
human host Liu Yuchen, who 
praised her digital counterpart. 

“Seeing a digital Al avatar that 
looks exactly like me for the first 
time was magical,” Liu said. “After 
more than a year of continuous 
learning and technological 
advancements, it has become 
more and more like me.”

Liu said she began participating 
in the creation of the Al anchor 
during the Asian Games last year. 

“The Al needed to capture my 
voice, movements, expressions 
and more. The process was quite 
cumbersome and time-consuming 
back then, often taking several 
hours to record just one aspect,” 
she said.

Since 2023, the company has 
been developing an Al-driven 
short video production workshop, 
which led to the launch of its first 
project—the Intelligent Language 
Digital Human Application Crea­
tion Platform.

According to the company, the 
platform uses professional-level 
human filming combined with Al 
algorithms to replicate appearan­
ces and voices, creating ultra-real­
istic digital humans for broadcast. 

With the debut of Xiaoyu, Hang­
zhou News Broadcast became the 
first news program in China to fea­
ture Al-generated hosts for an 
entire show.

Al technology has advanced 
rapidly, and in less than a year, 
Xiaoyu has undergone multiple 
updates.

“Now, capturing a single image 
may only take five to 10 minutes. 
That’s quite impressive,” Liu said. 

The Al avatars have also become 
increasingly lifelike.

“My male co-host also has a digi­
tal avatar that can even replicate 
the movement of his Adam’s apple, 
making it very' realistic,” she add­
ed.

Other Chinese media outlets 

Behind 
the epic 
work

Hangzhou news program 
adds Al-generated hosts
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So far, Chinese astronauts from 
eight crews have carried out more 
than 180 scientific research and 
application projects aboard Tian­
gong, spanning fields such as life 
science, human physiology, micro­
gravity physics and cutting-edge 
space technologies.

Experts have said that these 
in-orbit experiments aim to 
advance humanity’s understanding 
of long-term space travel, novel 
material development under 
microgravity conditions and inno­
vative engineering solutions for 
extraterrestrial environments.

The operations have led to multi­
ple world-class achievements such 
as the first germplasm resources of 
rice and ratoon rice developed in 
space, and die first human embry­
onic stem cells differentiated into 
hematopoietic 
cells in space.

The accomplishments also 
include the world’s first cold atom 
interference gyroscope in space 
microgravity, the first high- 
throughput in-orbit microbial con­
trol test platform, and the longest 
operation of a space-based water 

ecosystem.

Design work, construction of primary­
components proceeding as scheduled
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Yu Qifei’s ecological wall in his home. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

A woman shows her glass display during a micro­
landscape making event in Bozhou, Anhui prov­
ince, in March 2024. provided to china daily

Wang said, adding that all the components must be scaled 
to the correct proportion. Finding the right materials was 
also a major challenge.

“They would have to endure in the water, and be able to 
be manipulated and processed, while looking good, and 
being safe for the fish,” he added.

Wang’s attention to detail also extends to choosing fish­
safe paints and ensuring the ecosystem remains sustaina­
ble by maintaining proper biological cycles — where fish 
waste nourishes algae, and water plants photosynthesize 
and generate oxygen for the aquatic life.

The work proved to be a labor of love. “It has been a 
great decoration for my place. Whenever I see it after 
work, I feel relaxed,” Wang said.

Compared with regular fish tanks, Wang believes his 
lias a more therapeutical effect and can evoke positive 
responses in people who love aquatic animals, natural 
landscapes or animation.

When he posted videos of crafting the fish tank on 
social media platforms, such as Bilibili, they went viral. 

“They received more than 1 million views in a short time 
and made it to the most-searched list in Bilibili’s animal 
section,” Wang said. “Many fans have since shown great 
interest and admiration for my ecological tank,” he added.

formed into a miniature swamp, complete with plants 
and a water cycle.

“That was when I was hooked,” Li said. “My initial pas­
sion for plants came from straggling with keeping potted 
plants alive. I began to search for the reasons behind it, 
and the more I researched, the deeper my interest grew.” 

He also studied traditional Chinese culture and 
applied it to his creations, in the form of ancient buildings 
and gardens.

“Chinese landscaping is more about the person being 
part of the landscape, where the person and the scenery 
merge into one world. It places greater emphasis on the 
experience of time and space, with the entire process 
reflected in the consideration of the landscape’s flow,” 
he said.

As his expertise has grown, the style of his creations has 
expanded from tropical misty forests to traditional Chi­
nese garden courtyards.

To ensure the uniqueness of each landscape, he uses 
dozens of different plants each time, carefully selecting 
those that complement a theme.

Many of his 100,000 online followers have remarked 
that viewing his creations feels like w'atching a nature 
documentary. Not only' can one appreciate the artistry

piness and fulfillment by 
working in harmony with

Nature in miniature
Sharing the same interest with Wang, Li Ang from Bei­

jing lias taken his interest in replicas of micro ecosystems 
up a notch.

In a glass terrarium, he has managed to capture nature’s 
vastness in miniature — from rainforests and deserts to 
oceans, and even landscapes formed from his imagination. 

In this creation of his, mist rises from a mountain 
stream and a waterfall drops from the top. An ancient tree 
stands tall in the center of the tank, with a serene pool of 
water reflecting the surroundings at the bottom. These 
carefully chosen elements evoke the depth and mystery of 
a dense, ancient forest.

As one peers closer into die tank, a new world unfolds. 
Miniature water lilies float on the surface of the pool, and 
delicate plants resemble lotus leaves.

With the flick of a switch, the top of the terrarium 
releases a fine mist, simulating rain that showers the for­
est below.

“Ecological micro-landscapes, to a certain extent, are 
about creating a stable environment for plants,” said Li, a 
40-year-old with a design background. He added he aims 
to achieve a seamless integration of ecological harmony 
and visual aesthetics, allowing both elements to comple­
ment and enhance each other.

Key elements include grandeur of form, twisting and 
graceful lines, and conveying vastness through small 
details, he explained.

Li has been fascinated by small creatures, particularly 
insects, since childhood. “My' love for insects led me to 
explore tropical rainforests, which eventually expanded 
my interest to the broader natural world,” he recalled.

This curiosity sparked a fascination with various plants 
and animals, and their ecosystems, he said.

One of the projects he undertook about a decade ago, 
began with a simple water flow device, but soon trans-

said Yu, also known as Feiyu (fat fish) in trade circles. 
He gained attention from online followers when he 

began posting videos of the tank setups. Working with two 
classmates, Yu could rake in 4,000 to 5,000 yuan a day.

After graduating in 2021, Yu moved to Jinan, Shandong 
province, to start his business.

His products include marine tanks that require saltwa­
teradjustment, and costly fish and stream tanks featuring 
stones and river fish.

One of the most popular and versatile products, the 
water plant tank, has diverse uses, he said. “Customers can 
mix and match various plants based on their own taste. No 
two such tanks are the same, which can be fun,” Yu said.

Most of Yu’s customers are white-collar workers and 
cultural enthusiasts from more affluent regions like 
Guangdong province, he said.

of nature itself, but also the creator’s meticulous atten­
tion to detail and the expression of ideas, some said.

His works have been recognized by ecological land­
scaping enthusiasts worldwide, with first prize at the 
International Vivarium Layout Contest in 2022 and 2023. 

As he shares tips about creating small wonders, he lias 
noticed a rising number of fans who are showing a strong 
desire to get their hands dirty. “They have inquired about 
how to create such landscape scenes for their pets, such as 
the choice of the right materials,” he said.

He believes every ecological landscape is a hymn to 
nature. “Over time, every action we take in shaping and 
nurturing the landscape is imbued with a deep sense of 
mindfulness. Our desires and losses fade into insignifi­
cance, and what becomes important is how we can con­
tribute to the ecosystem’s balance, offering our services 
where needed,” Li said, adding this brings a sense of hap-
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One of Li Ang’s intricate works features plants and 
a waterfall, provided to china daily

Li Ang teaches a boy how to make a vivarium in 
Beijing, provided to china daily
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Bio bottles
Fairy Land, a horticulture company based in Sichuan 

province, has tapped into the craze of young people want­
ing a touch of nature close by.

The company has launched an array of borosilicate 
glass bottles that house vibrant green micro-land- 
scapes featuring moss, ferns, driftwood, stones, and 
climbing plants.

Upon closer inspection, tiny creatures like frogs and 
crabs can be found in the setting.

“These ecological bottles have already developed into 
small, self-sustaining ecosystems before they’re sold. 
Once customers bring them home, they only need to occa­
sionally mist them for upkeep,” said a company employee 
sumamed Chen.

The large moss area continually releases oxygen, while 
microorganisms in the bottle support the crabs’ survival. 
As long as a small amount of water is sprayed occasionally 
to maintain moisture, the ecosystem can be sustained 
indefinitely, Chen said.

These products are popular, with annual output value 
exceeding 20 million yuan, according to the company.

So far, the company has partnered with the bio-space 
creator Bioloark and opened stores in Thailand, the Phil­
ippines, and Singapore.

“Next, we plan to expand nationwide and share our 
micro-landscape products, which bring nature into every­
day life,” Chen said.

Wang, the college teacher, said he intends to grow his 
hobby into a side business.

To date, he has fashioned several tanks carrying 
themed images from major scenic spots or other animat­
ed films, which have earned him more than 110,000 fol­
lowers online.

With a deep understanding of aesthetic principles, 
design, and biology, Wang said he will strive to craft 
tanks that are both therapeutic and functional — 
offering a calming escape from the daily grind while 
maintaining the delicate balance of life within the 
tank.

“These tanks are not just visually pleasing, but also 
serve as a way to educate others about ecological bal­
ance and the importance of maintaining healthy 
aquariums,” he said.

menageries
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ByYANGFEIYUE

yangfeiyue@chinadaily.com.cn

Above and bottom: Works made by contestants for a micro-landscape 
competition in Hefei. Anhui, in April, photos by zhang dagang / for china daily

Inspired, by animation, beautiful 
landscapes, fish tanks showcase 

wondrous scenes

or those who watched Spirited Away by Japa­
nese animation maestro Hayao Miyazaki, the 
sight of one of Wang Limin’s fish tanks will 
most likely evoke a sense of deja mi. 

Wang, a teacher who works at a college in Fujian
province, has a passion for landscape design, and j
in 2020 replicated a scene from the movie in an J 
aquarium. J

Amid the gentle swimming of goldfish, a red
gate, submerged in water and framed by trees tr 

draped in rich green foliage, helps create an other- I 
worldly ambience reminiscent of the film. The 
attention to detail is striking, with a stone path lead­
ing up to the gate, appearing just as it did in the movie. 

‘You can see it is still running perfectly, and all I have 
to do is renew the water and glass from time to time,” said 
Wang.

The idea of crafting the exquisite fish tank struck him 
when he stumbled upon instructional videos on creating 
a miniature ecological system.

“I have always loved handwork, so I figured it would be 
a great diversion from my stressful academic life,” said 
Wang who was engaged in postgraduate studies in envi­
ronment and garden design back then.

As an animation fan, he thought of bringing to life the 
Spirited Away scene as his first fish tank creation. 

From drafting a sketch of the scene, to finding wood, 
grass and gravel, and fitting and assembling every part, it 
took him a month to pull off the project

“It requires keen aesthetic sensibility, a deep under­
standing of biological cycles, and the right materials,”

i,/j ’’a
Expanding industry

The design and technol­
ogy used in the tanks is 
being continuously 
upgraded, according to 

| the 2024-29 China fish 
1 tanks market report by 

the industry research 
institute Zero Power Intel­

ligence Group.
Annual sales in China’s 

smart aquarium market have
already reached more than 1 

billion yuan ($140 million) and 
continue to grow, the report said. 
With the improvement in peo­

ple’s living standards and their 
increasing pursuit of quality of life, the 

aquarium market, especially the innova­
tive and smart aquarium sector, holds signif­

icant development potential, it added.
Yu Qifei, who has been involved in the aquatic- 

plant tanks trade since 2021, has seen his annual compa­
ny sales break 6 million yuan.

He came across the niche market in 2018 during a visit 
to a pet and plant market while attending college in Shen­
yang, Liaoning province.

“The fish were no longer the main focus, but the true joy 
came from experimenting with various types of aquatic 
plants, each with unique growth patterns and shapes,”
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mitment to the originally agreed-up­
on cease-fire that had been scheduled 
to move into the second phase. “It will 
be difficult, but with goodwill and 
political determination, it can be 
achieved,” he said.

Former intelligence chief of Saudi 
Arabia, Turki Al-Faisal, said Israel 
bears financial responsibility for the 
damage it has inflicted on Gaza and 
the West Bank.

By YANG GAO in Toronto 

gaoyang@chinadailyusa.com

succumbed to the virus on Feb 25. 
Tedros Ghebreyesus, director- 

general of the WHO, termed the 
death of the child heartbreaking.

“It is essential that the comprehen­
sive response continues, including 
contact tracing to identify cases early, 
so people can receive care rapidly?’ he 
wrote on X. “The WHO will continue 
to work with the Ministry of Health 
Uganda to end the outbreak.”

The WHO said on Saturday that 
together with Uganda’s Health Minis­
try and partners, they are working to 
strengthen surveillance, active case 
searching, contact listing, and tracing. 

This is in addition to infection 
prevention and control in health 

facilities, case management and 
community engagement to halt the 
spread of the virus.

The second death was reported a 
week after the Health Ministry dis­
charged eight patients who were 
receiving treatment for the virus in 
the capital Kampala and the eastern 
town of Mbale. However, 216 contacts 
remained in quarantine at various 
facil ities across the country.

Jean Kaseya, director-general of 
the Africa Centres for Disease Con­
trol and Prevention, said on Thurs­
day that the organization continues 
to support Uganda’s efforts to com­
bat the current Ebola outbreak, 
ensuring swift action to contain the

virus and protect communities.
A total of 91 contacts had been 

identified and were under close 
monitoring, he said, while investiga­
tions continue to determine the 
source of the outbreak and prevent 
future occurrences.

The International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
said 10 districts in Uganda have been 
identified as high-risk areas during 
the outbreak, which is Uganda’s 
eighth Ebola outbreak since 2000.

According to the American Medi­
cal Association, the Ebola virus is 
characterized in part by its profound 
effect on healthcare professionals in 
the countries where it spreads.

CAIRO — Egypt’s Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty said on Sundaythata 
Gaza reconstruction plan, which 
ensures Palestinians remain in their 
land, is ready and willbe presented at 
an emergency Arab summit in Cairo 
on Tiiesday.

Meanwhile, the United Nations, 
the Arab Parliament, the Muslim 
World League and many countries 
around the world have strongly 
condemned Israel for blocking aid 
into Gaza.

The reconstruction plan will not 
be purely Egyptian or Arab, but will 
gain international support and 
funding to ensure its implementa­
tion, Abdelatty said.

“We will hold intensive talks with 
major donor countries once the plan 
is adopted at the upcoming Arab 
Summit,” he said at a news confer­
ence. “We will ensure that the results 
of the Arab Summit are presented to 
the world in the best possible way?’ 

Asked about the second phase of 
the cease-fire agreement between 
Israel and Hamas, Abdelatty said 
Egypt will continue its efforts to 
ensure the trace is maintained and 
negotiations for the second phase 
can begin.

The first phase of the fragile cease­
fire deal expired over the weekend. 
Abdelatty reaffirmed Egypt’s com-

Uganda is battling an outbreak of 
Ebola virus disease that has so far 
claimed two lives and affected nine, as 
its Health Ministry, with the support 
of the World Health Organization, the 
Africa Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention and other partners, 
works to contain the outbreak.

The ministry declared the out­
break on Jan 30, after a 35-year-old 
man who worked as a nurse at a 
hospital tested positive for the virus 
following his death on Jan 29. The 
second fatality was a 4-year-old who 
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“To be here standing in this room 
today is really incredible.”

Anora, released by independent 
distributor Neon, has generated $40 
million at global box offices. Wicked, 
by comparison, lias hauled in $728 
million.

Adrien Brody claimed his second 
best actor Oscar for his role as a 
Jewish immigrant and architect 
who chases the American dream in 
The Brutalist. The 51-year-old New 
York native had previously won for 
The Pianist, when he became the 
youngest best actor winner at 29. 

“Acting is a very fragile profession,” 
Brody said. “No matter where you 

LOS ANGELES—Anora, the story 
of a New York sex worker who gets a 
chance at a new life when she marries 
a wealthy Russian client on a whim, 
won five Academy Awards on Sunday, 
including the coveted best picture 
Oscar.

In addition to best picture, Sean 
Baker won for best director, original 
screenplay and editing to tie the 
record for most Oscars won by an 
individual in one year with Walt Dis­
ney who won for four different films 
in 1954.

The movie’s 25-year-old star, 
Mikey Madison, was named best 
actress.

are in your career, it can all go away. I 
think what makes this most special is 
the awareness of that”

Zoe Saldana was named best sup­
porting actress for her role as the fixer 
for a Mexican drug lord in Emilia 
Perez, a Spanish-language musical 
released on Netflix.

Kieran Culkin received the best 
supporting actor award for playing 
one of two cousins who travel to 
Poland to study their family's roots 
in A Real Pain.

No Other Land, a film showing 
Palestinian West Bank resistance to 
Israeli soldiers tearing down their 
homes and evicting residents to cre­
ate a military training ground, won 
the documentary feature film Oscar.

China has voiced strong dis­
satisfaction and resolute objec­
tion to recent comments by 
United States Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio, accusing him of 
“spreading fallacies based on 
the Cold War mentality”.

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Lin Jian said on Monday Beijing 
has made solemn representations 
to Washington in this regard.

In a recent interview with US 
media, Rubio made accusations 
against China over topics such 
as Taiwan, the economy and 
trade, the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the “Indo-Pacific” strategy. 

“I would like to officially 
remind the US side that repeat­
ing the same lie a thousand times 
will not make it true; smearing 
and slandering China will not 
mislead the world; and engaging 
in ‘microphone diplomacy’ will 
not do any good to China-US 
relations,” Lin said.

What “constitutes the most 
fundamental change to the status 
quo in the Taiwan Strait” is the 
fact that the US distorts tire one- 
Cliina principle and persists in 
using Taiwan to contain China, 
and the Taiwan authorities rely 
on the US to seek “independence” 
with the support and connivance 
oftheUS,hesaid.

Lin reiterated that the Taiwan 
question is “the most important, 
sensitive and dynamite issue in 
China-US relations”.

“If the US does not look to 
spark a conflict, it should stop 
crossing the line on the Taiwan 
question,” he added.

Arab summit to discuss way forward as 
Israel’s decision to block aid draws flak

an factions, international organiza­
tions and regional countries.

The Popular Front for the Libera­
tion of Palestine called the Israeli 
move “a flagrant violation of the 
cease-fire” and an indication that 
Israel seeks to evade the second 
phase of the agreement

Faisal Aranki, a member of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization’s 
Executive Committee, told Xinhua 
News Agency that the decision will 
worsen Gaza’s already severe shorta­
ges of essential goods and medical 
supplies.

In a statement on X, UN Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres called for 
“humanitarian aid to flow back into 
Gaza immediately and for the release 
of all hostages” and urged “all parties 
to make every effort to prevent a 
return to hostilities in Gaza”

Tom Fletcher, UN under-secre- 
tary-general for humanitarian affairs 
and emergency relief coordinator, 
called Israel’s decision “alarming’:

Jordan’s Foreign Ministry spokes­
man Sufyan Qudah said Israel’s 
decision “threatens to reignite the 
situation” in Gaza, adding that Israel 
must “stop using starvation as a 
weapon against innocent Palestini­
ans who are under siege, especially 
during the holy month of Ramadan”

Anora was made for $6 million, a 
tiny sum by Hollywood standards. It 
emerged as the winner in an unpre­
dictable Oscars race that included 
papal thriller Conclave, Jewish 
immigrant story The Brutalist and 
blockbuster musical Wicked.

“Ifyou’re trying to make independ­
ent films, please keep doing it. We 
need more. This is proof,” Baker said. 

Madison scored an upset over 
Demi Moore, who had been favored 
to win best actress for her role in The 
Substance.

“I grew up in Los Angeles, but 
Hollywood always felt so far away 
from me,” Madison said on stage.

. .

Relatives mourn two Palestinians killed in an Israeli strike in Beit Hanoun, northern Gaza, on Sunday. 
Health authorities in Gaza said four people were killed and six others wounded in Israeli attacks after
the first phase of a cease-fire in the territory drew to a close, bashar taleb / afp

US President Donald Trump’s 
imposition of new tariffs on automo­
biles could disrupt North American 
supply chains and cause the con­
tinent’s auto industry to collapse, 

experts say.
Mahmood Nanji, a policy fellow 

at the Ivey Business School and a 
former associate deputy minister of 
finance for Ontario, said the tariffs 
also could cause economic disrup­
tion across the region.

“Regardless of whether it’s 25 per­
cent or 50 percent, it would have a 
huge impact on die Canadian auto 
sector?’ Nanji told China Daily. “But 
it would also have a huge impact on 
the American auto sector?’

Nanji noted the deep integra­
tion of North America’s auto supply 
chain. “Parts can cross the border 
seven or eight times before a vehicle 
is fully assembled,” he said. “If you 
impose these tariffs, the first thing 
that happens is the price goes up, and 
the disruption will be felt on both 
sides of the border.

“It’s projected that the cost of a car 
could increase by $4,000 to $5,000,” 
Nanji continued. “When that hap­
pens, demand will shrink because 
the auto industry is incredibly com­
petitive. Consumers might switch 
to vehicles from manufacturers not 
affected by the tariffs.”

Nanji also rejected the narrative 
that Canada has “stolen” American 
manufacturing jobs—a claim Trump 
has regularly made.

“Since 1965, when the Auto Pact 
was established, this has been a com­
petitive and cooperative relationship. 
Disrupting that integrated system 
would have devastating consequenc­
es for both countries,” he said.

Nanj i said that the proposed tariffs 
would also strain US automakers. 
“Auto companies would face tough 
decisions: Absorb the additional 
costs or pass them on to consumers,” 
he said.

Tump lias announced he would 
impose 25 percent tariffs on Canada 
and Mexico starting on March 4, and 
that there is “no room left” for the 
two nations to negotiate their way 
out of the levies.

“The tariffs, you know, they’re all 
set,” Tramp said on Monday. “They 
go into effect tomorrow?’

Nanji said that with 25 to 50 per­
cent tariffs on automobiles, “the auto 
industry in North America could col­
lapse within days, if not weeks’:

Nanji said he believes that Tump 
is motivated by his “America First” 
agenda and that “his goal is to repa­
triate industries and create jobs in 
the US”

“But the assumption that you can 
shut down Canadian operations and 
move everything south overnight 
is unrealistic. Building new plants 
would cost billions and take years,” 
he said.

Nanji predicted that American 
businesses and consumers would 
also feel the pressure. “If the cost of 
producing vehicles skyrockets, stock 
markets will react, and US consum­
ers will face higher prices,” he said. 
“The consequences of disrupting a 
supply chain this integrated would 
be profound and immediate.”

Juan Carlos Baker Pineda, former 
Mexican vice-minister for foreign 
trade, also underscored the economic 
risks of such a measure.

“A 25 percent tariff on automobile 
imports would not only impact Mexi­
co’s economy, but it would also desta­
bilize North America’s entire auto 

Dialogue, consultation
Regarding US tariffs on China, 

Lin said there are no winners in 
trade and tariff wars.

“China is willing to work with 
the US to resolve concerns 
through dialogue and consulta­
tion on the basis of equality and 
mutual respect, and will, at the 
same time, take all necessary 
measures to safeguard its legiti­
mate rights and interests,” the 
spokesman said.

Referring to the Asia-Pacific 
region, he said it is “a high 
ground for cooperation and 
development, not a chess board 
for geopolitical gaming’?

History and reality have 
proved time and again that the 
US is used to treating other 
countries as chess pieces or even 
cannon fodder, he said.

Financial responsibility
Appearing on Arab News’ Frankly 

Speaking program, Tiirki laid out his 
case for why Israel should bear finan­
cial responsibility for the damage it 
has inflicted on Gaza and the West 
Bank — rather than the Gulf states 
footing the bill.

“I have been saying this for some 
time now that there should be a fund, 
a worldwide fund, for the reconstruc­
tion, not just in Gaza, but also in the 
West Bank And Israel should be 
forced to chip into that fund,” he said. 

Israel on Sunday blocked the entry 
of aid tracks into Gaza as a standoff 
over the trace that has halte d fighting 
for the past six weeks escalated. 
Abdelatty said the use of aid as a 
weapon of collective punishment 
could not be permitted.

The decision lias also sparked 
fierce condemnation from Palestini- 

industry? Baker told China Daily. 
“The automotive sector accounts 

for nearly 4 percent of Mexico’s GDP 
and generates thousands of jobs 
directly linked to exports to the US,” 
he said.

Baker said that Mexico is not just 
an exporter — it plays a critical role 
in the North American supply chain. 

“With over 80 percent of Mexican 
car exports destined for the US, a 
tariff would create bottlenecks and 
inefficiencies, forcing companies to 
either absorb higher costs or shift 
production strategies,” he said.

“It is unlikely that a tariff would 
lead to a large-scale relocation of 
production away from Mexico and 
into the US instead; it would create 
friction within an ecosystem that 
has been optimized over decades,” 
he said.

“The reality is that Mexico helps 
US manufacturers stay competitive 
by providing cost-effective, high- 
quality production that benefits 
American companies and workers,” 
he noted.

“If tariffs are imposed, we wrould 
likely see job losses, delays in pro­
duction and higher vehicle prices for 
American consumers — exactly the 
opposite of what protectionist poli­
cies claim to achieve,” he said.

Baker said that the Mexican gov­
ernment needs to communicate the 
effect that the tariffs would have. 

‘First, it must engage diplomati­
cally with the US administration and 
key stakeholders in the American 
auto sector to emphasize that this 
policy would be mutually damaging,” 
Baker said.

“Mexico should explore legal 
mechanisms within USMCA (US- 
Mexico-Canada Agreement, which 
replaced NAFTA, the North Ameri­
can Ftee Trade Agreement), to chal­
lenge any7 measure that violates trade 
commitments,” he said.

“Mexico must strengthen its 
investment climate to ensure that 
automakers and suppliers continue 
to see the country7 as a reliable and 
competitive production hub,” Baker 
said.

“Finally, if none of these steps 
work, and tariffs are imposed, I 
believe that Mexico should retaliate, 
establishing tariffs of its own toward 
US exports to Mexico,” he said.

Baker also stressed the importance 
of reducing Mexico’s reliance on the 
American market.

‘‘Perhaps this could be an opportu­
nity to diversify trade relationships so 
that Mexico is not overly dependent 
on tlie US market,” he said.

Baker pointed to the modern­
ization of Mexico’s trade deal with 
the European Union and growing 
partnerships with Asia, particularly 
Japan and South Korea — as key 
opportunities.

“While the US will always be 
Mexico’s primary trading partner, a 
more balanced trade portfolio would 
strengthen Mexico’s resilience and 
reduce its exposure to external politi­
cal shifts,” he said.

Baker noted that while the tariff 
threat is serious, it may also serve as 
leverage in trade negotiations. “This 
is both a serious threat and a negotia­
tion strategy?’ he said.

“Tump has a long history7 of using 
tariffs as leverage, but I believe that a 
25 percent auto tariff would hurt the 
US as much as Mexico.”

‘For me, the key is to remain firm, 
proactive and strategic, reinforcing 
that Mexico is an essential part of 
North America’s competitiveness, 
not a target for protectionist mea­
sures,” he said.
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emn representations and expressing 
grave concern and strong dissatis­
faction over Japan’s recent negative 
moves related to China during the 
Japan-US leaders’ meeting.

According to a statement, Japan 
and the US discussed the Diaoyu 
Islands and South China Sea issues, 
and the Taiwan question.

Despite the diplomatic tensions, 
Koga pointed out that Japan’s strate­
gic position between the two major 
powers could be an advantage if lever­
aged wisely. “Recognizing this geopo­
litical advantage is crucial for Japan 
to steadily take steps toward a truly 
independent foreign policy?’ he said.

However, analysts argue that Ishi- 
ba’s diplomatic balancing act 
appears far more complex than it 
seems. His recent visit to the US, 
which on the surface seemed like a 
routine diplomatic engagement, was, 
in reality, a carefully orchestrated 
effort to appease Washington.

keep Japan off Hump's radar for as 
long as possible. “He hopes to culti­
vate a personal rapport with Hump, 
akin to the approach taken by the late 
Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe, 
as a means of crisis management.”

However, Yang cautioned that 
such a relationship cannot be built 
on mere wishful thinking. 

“Japan faces a dual challenge: on 
the one hand, increasing geopoliti­
cal tensions necessitate securing 
American protection, while on the 
other, its deep economic ties with 
China make severing relations with 
Beijing impractical,” Yang said.

In a sign of Japan’s economic prag­
matism, a delegation of approximate­
ly 200 Japanese business leaders 
visited China on Feb 16-21 to explore 
bilateral economic cooperation.

ChenZilei, director of the Japanese 
Economic Research Center at Shang­
hai University of International Busi­
ness and Economics, pointed out 
that Japan desperately needs US sup­
port for its “Indo-Pacific” strategy. 
However, Washington’s commit­
ments often lack concrete assuran-

While Japan prioritizes 
countering China strategically, the 
US remains focused on securing tan­
gible economic and political benefits. 

“It is evident that Japan is attempt­
ing to position China as a hypothetical 
adversary to reinforce its ties with the 
US. However, even with US commit­
ments, Japan still lacks the necessary 
security guarantees. As a result, it is 
likely that Ishiba will continue pursu­
ing a balanced diplomatic approach 
between China and the US,” Chen said. 

As Japan grapples with this diplo­
matic conundrum, the question 
remains: Can Ishiba maintain equi­
librium between the two major pow­
ers without alienating either?

“Walking this tightrope will be the 
defining foreign policy challenge in 
the coming years,” Chen said.

1

Japanese Prime Minister Shigeiu 
Ishiba is carefully navigating a deli­
cate balance between China and the 
United States, but experts question 
whether his approach will succeed.

Ishiba has indicated his next pri­
ority is a visit to China, with Japa­
nese media reporting that he hopes 
to make the trip in May or June.

Simultaneously, his administra­
tion is working to arrange a potential 
visit by US President Donald Trump 
to Japan. According to The Yomiuri 
Shimbun, Ishiba stated on a Japa­
nese TV program on Feb 9 that 
Trump may make an official visit 
during the Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, 
which runs from April to October.

Shigeaki Koga, a former official of 
Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Hade, 
and Industry, noted that Japan-US 
relations are at a pivotal moment. 
Historically, Japanese prime minis­
ters from the Liberal Democratic Par­
ty were perceived as subservient to 
the US, with little choice but to follow 
Washington’s lead. However, by sig­
naling an intention to improve rela­
tions with China, Ishiba has sought to 
shift toward a more independent 
“Japan First” foreign policy, balancing 
relations between China and the US. 

“While ‘balancing diplomacy’ may 
sound promising, if executed poorly, 
it could be perceived as ‘playing both 
sides’, leading to a loss of trust from 
both nations,” Koga warned.

This challenge became apparent 
when Liu Jinsong, director-general 
of the Department of Asian Affairs of 
the Chinese Foreign Ministry, sum­
moned Japan’s Charge d’Affaires in 
China Yokochi Akira, lodging sol­
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Little choice
The US remains Japan’s key ally and 

a cornerstone of its economic and 
security framework Given Washing­
ton’s aggressive trade policies and 
pressure on Japan to boost defense 
spending, the Ishiba administration 
has little choice but to take steps to pla­
cate the US and avoid greater friction. 

Following Hump’s announcement 
of a 25 percent tariff on all steel and 
aluminum imports starting March 
12, Tokyo is reportedly considering 
sending Economy, Hade and Indus­
try Minister Yoji Muto to Washington 
to seek an exemption.

According to Tokyo-based interna­
tional relations analyst Yang Wenkai, 
Ishiba’s current strategy toward the 
US is to maintain a low profile and 

AUSTRIA

New govt takes office, 
keeping far right out
Austria’s centrist coalition govern­
ment, the first three-party alliance 
since the aftermath of World War 
II, took office on Monday, ending 
Austria’s longest-ever wait for a 
new government and keeping the 
far-right Freedom Party, or FPO, in 
opposition. Although the FPO won 
September’s parliamentary elec­
tion with about 29 percent of tire 
vote, it failed to form a coalition 
government. When the FPO last 
month gave up trying to agree on a 
government, the conservative Peo­
ple’s Party, Social Democrats and 
liberal Neos revived a bid to form 
an alliance.

JAPAN

2,000 firefighters 
battle forest blaze 
More than 2,000 firefighters are 
battling Japan’s biggest forest fire in 
three decades, officials said on
Monday, as some 4,600 residents 
remain under an evacuation advi­
sory. One person died last week in 
the blaze in the northern region of 
Iwate, which follows record low 
rainfall in the area and last year’s 
hottest summer on record across 
Japan. The fire near- the city of Ofu- 
nato has burned through some 
2,100 hectares since Thursday, the 
Fire and Disaster Management 
Agency said on Monday. It is esti­
mated to have damaged 84 build­
ings by Sunday, the agency said.

SYRIA 

Committee formed to 
draft legal reference 
Syria’s interim President Ahmed 
al-Sharaa announced on Sunday 
the formation of a committee to 
draft a constitutional declaration 
for the country’s transition after 
the overthrow of longtime ruler 
Bashar al-Assad. Syria’s new 
authorities have repealed the 
Assad-era constitution, and Sharaa 
lias said rewriting it could take up 
to three years. In late January,
Sharaa promised a “constitutional 
declaration” to serve as a “legal ref­
erence” during the country’s transi­
tional period.
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Afghan children receive food aid from a local charity amid snowfall, during the Islamic holy fasting 
month of Ramadan in Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghanistan, on Sunday. Ramadan is seen as a time of 
religious reflection and worship, charity, and community, as Muslims fast from sunrise until sunset. 
ATIF ARYAN / AFP

Ishiba’s balancing act toward China, US 
more complex than it appears: Analysts
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Singing their way to solidarity
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Veteran Belgian equestrian takes young riders through paces

XINHUA

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/07/2025 3:21:39 PM

<1

r

RE1.AC1ONES
EXTERIOR£S

!

Contact the writer at
mojingxi @chinadaily.com.cn

■

Top: The choir poses after practice on Feb 24. Above: Some members write the notes and lyrics of songs
onto cardboard sheets so they can practice whenever they like, photos by mo jingxi / china daily

region hone their skills in prepara­
tion for China’s 15th National Games 
this November.

The training center where he is 
working is located in a village near 
the Yellow River in Yinchuan, Ning- 
xia’s capital. It was set up in 2023, the 
same year the Ningxia equestrian 
team was founded.

With 50 years of experience, Le 
Jeune lias had much success in five- 
star competitions, and became 
world champion in 2010 riding his 
beloved horse, Vigo.

Surprised at the development of 

H'1-
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horses need to be treated with great 
patience. “The horses are unbeliev­
able, gentle, and very strong ani­
mals. The animal doesn’t know 
their own strength, but they’re very 
honest and brave. They normally do 
what the rider asks,” he says.

Born into a poor family, the Bel­
gian’s passion for horses began 
when he first saw a pony at the age 
of 7. “I was in love with ponies when 
I was 12, but my parents couldn’t 
afford to support me,” he says.

Discussing future dreams and 
ambitions in the classroom, Le Jeu­

the sport in China, the Belgian vet­
eran says his work is really positive. 
“What the young men lack is expe­
rience in international competi­
tions. They also need to understand 
there is no bad horse but (only a) 
horse badly ridden,” he says.

“Philippe is really experienced 
and patient. I have learned a lot 
from him, especially the connection 
with my horse,” says 30-year-old 
Jiang Zhixiang, a two-time silver 
medalist in China’s National Eques­
trian Jumping Championship.

Le Jeune believes that young 

achievement to Yang.
The 78-year-old graduated with a 

bachelor’s degree in Spanish from 
the Beijing Foreign Studies Univer­
sity and earned her master’s degree 
from Peking University. Before 
retiring, she worked in the Ministry 
of Culture on cultural exchanges 
and cooperation, and visited Latin

very Monday morning, as 
commuters go to work and 
children go to school, a 
group of elderly people

gather at a small community hall in 
Beijing’s Dongcheng district. With 
an average age of 71, they are no 
longer just someone’s grandparents 
or spouses, but proud members of 
the Friends of Latin America choir.

Established in 2018, the choir 
stands out as the only one of the 
hundreds of choirs in the capital 
that performs in Chinese, Spanish 
and Portuguese. With 40-plus 
members — the eldest being 82 — 
their journey has been one of pas­
sion and dedication.

“We were initially started by 
former Chinese diplomats who had 
worked in Latin American countries, 
journalists, and Spanish teachers. 
Now, most of our members have nev­
er studied Spanish, and are learning 
the language from scratch,” says 
Yang Mingjiang, founder and head 
of the choir.

Last month, they were invited to 
perform El Condor Pasa (The Con­
dor Passes), a song composed by Dan­
iel Alomia Robles that is based on a 
traditional Andean folk song, at an 
event hosted by the Peruvian embas­
sy in Beij ing. The choir’s vibrancy and 
colorful Andean tribute costumes 
won applause from the audience.

The choir is not funded, and the 
annual membership fee has been 
100 yuan ($13.78) since it was set up, 
so they make most of their costumes 
themselves.

For example, the vests the men 
wore for the performance were actu­
ally a Chinese ethnic group costume, 
and the women’s floral blouses were 
simple white shirts with different 
floral patterns they bought online 
and sewed themselves.

“The men’s black hats originally 
only had a red feather, but to infuse 
them with more Peruvian flair, we 
added colorful pom-poms,” Yang says. 

A greater challenge, however, is 
the language.

Chen Xiaoming is one of the few 
original members of the choir. The 
79-year-old was one ofYang’s middle 
school classmates. “I joined the choir 
to support her,” he says.

Chen had never studied Spanish 
before. After learning for several 
years, he cannot only sing songs, but 
also hold conversations.

To learn the song lyrics, he wrote 
the notes and words onto cardboard 
sheets so that he could practice any­
time, anywhere. “At first, my grand­
son thought it would be a disaster for 
the choir if I was the lead singer, but 
now he’s proud of me and says his 
grandpa is quite good,” Chen says.

Other members use Chinese char­
acters to grasp the Spanish pronunci­
ation morequickly, but Yangdoes not 
recommend this approach, because 
in her view, it is not “professional”

Grabbing free moments as they 
wait for the bus, walk the dog, or 
take care of grandchildren, mem­
bers have learned to sing more than 
a dozen songs. They attribute this

stage it in China.
Yang single-handedly translates, 

arranges, and choreographs the 
songs, because not all of them have 
existing sheet music, and some 
require her to transcribe the melo­
dy and lyrics line by line. Now they 
have been compiled into a thick 
songbook.

Beijing’s only Latin America-inspired choir revels in the power that music 
has to unite hearts and minds, Mo Jingxi reports.
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hard life, but a very good life,” he 
says, smiling.

In recent years, he has traveled 
the world training inexperienced 
riders and young horses. “Every 
morning, I get up with a smile, 
because I’m going to ride a horse, 
because it’s my life.

“There are a lot of people in the 
world who don’t love their work but 
they have to do it because they must 
earn money for their family,” he says, 
“but I live for my passion.”

YINCHUAN — At an outdoor 
show-jumping arena, Philippe Le 
Jeune is teaching riders and their 
horses to jump over a series of 
obstacles.

“I was very surprised to have such 
nice accommodation here. It’s very 
professional and nice to work. The 
riders are also very talented,” says 
the 64-year-old Belgian equestrian 
coach, who is visiting China for the 
first time.

During his two-week stay, Le Jeu­
ne is tasked with helping the team 
from Ningxia Hui autonomous 

A.-

“I am just an ordinary music lover. 
I’ve had to learn die accordion, the 
piano, composition, and arranging 
on my own. But I am willing to do my 
part to help the choir grow and 
through these songs that reflect the 
friendliness, openness, warmth, and 
passion of Latin American countries, 
inspire more Chinese,” Yang says.

Chen says one reason he follows 
Yang is her professionalism. “If you 
want to sing a song, the pronuncia­
tion must be accurate; otherwise, 
neither Chinese nor foreigners will 
understand,” he says.

Li Shanlin has been part of the 
choir for over a year. “I really appre­
ciate Yang’s arrangements. But I’m 
almost 70 years old and my memory 
is declining, so I think about quit­
ting. However, Yang has refused to 
let me, and even invited me to partic­
ipate in the event organized by the 
Peruvian embassy. My wife also sup­
ports and encourages me to contin­
ue,” the 68-year-old says.

The Friends of Latin America 
choir lias participated in several 
events hosted by Latin American 
embassies in China, gaining recogni­
tion within the Spanish-speaking 
diplomatic community.

Pei Shu joined the choir after 
watching their performance at the

Mexican embassy in Beij ing last year. 
“The Chinese and Latin Ameri­

cans have similar experiences, such 
as resisting aggression and fighting 
for national independence,” 66-year- 
old Pei says, adding that this is why 
songs like La Paloma (The Dove) and 
El Condor Pasa resonate with him. 

But 68-year-old Luo Jian believes 
that singing is the least thing worth 
mentioning of all they have learned 
in the choir.

‘1 used to be a bit depressed, but I 
have totally recovered. I think that 
people, no matter how old they are, 
always have the ability to learn new 
tilings, even at 80. In this choir, we 
have learned to maintain an optimis­
tic spirit and work together” she says. 

Yang believes that although China 
and Latin America have enjoyed 
closer relations in recent years, 
exchanges and understanding could 
be improved.

During the nationally televised 
CCTV Spring Festival Gala this year, 
many people learned about El Con­
dor Pasa for the first time through a 
performance by Chinese and Peruvi­
an artists.

“This song has instantly brought 
the peoples of the two countries clos­
er together,” Yang says.

On sunny Saturdays, the choir 
often practices at a pavilion in Bei­
jing’s Ditan Park, a popular scenic 
spot for foreign tourists. Once, they 
encountered some Mexicans, who 
upon hearing their singing, were 
reluctant to leave.

‘We immediately sang Cielito Lin­
do (Lovely Sweet One) and Besame 
Mucho (Kiss Me a Lot) for them. They 
said they were so touched to hear 
songs from their home country in 
China, and that the performance was 
so touching and heartfelt,” Yang says. 

In March 2019, several members 
of the choir and their friends traveled 
to Latin America, visiting Mexico, 
Cuba and Panama, where they com­
municated through songs.

Zhang Lingmin, the 74-year-old 
deputy head of the choir who doesn’t 
speak Spanish, was on the trip.

“As we traveled, we sang. It’s the 
songs that brought us closer to peo­
ple. We feel we have made our own 
contribution to people-to-people 
exchanges,” she says.

Liang Yunan is from Kunming in 
Yunnan province. The 71-year-old 
moved to Beijing to take care of her 
grandchild. As a former choir mem­
ber, Liang felt fortunate to have 
found the choir, which she joined last 
summer.

“Spanish is not easy to learn, but 
the choir is like paradise for me. I 
love the passion and vibrancy of Lat­
in American songs, they make me 
happy” she says.

Yang says the choir feels honored 
and proud to serve as the grassroots- 
level envoy for promoting exchanges 
between China and Latin America. 
‘We are willing to continue doing 
this meaningful work,” she adds.

>7 vkU

America eight times, traveling to 
most of its countries.

Yang describes herself as “dedi­
cated to spreading Spanish, and 
Spanish-language songs”. In 1988, 
she translated a play she had seen 
in Mexico, Bellas Imageries Sociales 
(Beautiful Social Images), and aft­
er some persistence, was able to

ne’s answer was very different to 
those of his classmates, who 
favored becoming electricians or 
engineers.

“I want to live with horses,” he 
told his class.

“Are you crazy? Living with hors­
es won’t bring you money!” Despite 
his teacher’s response, Le Jeune 
stuck to his childhood dream.

He left school at 15 and got a job 
cleaning the stables and horses at an 
equestrian training center. “The 
nights were long, but I don’t regret 
anything. I had a fantastic life, a very 

%

From left: The Friends of Latin America choir performing at the Mexican embassy in Beijing last year. The choir preparing to sing El Condor Pasa (The Condor Passes) at an event organized by the Peruvian
embassy in Beijing on Feb 20. photos provided to china daily Every Monday morning, members of the choir gather at a small community hall in Beijing’s Dongcheng district to practice, mo jingxi / china daily
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Opinion Line

Europe should get own house in order

s Building an inclusive elderly care system

Sessions: Pro-growth policies to be major focus
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One data point offers good news 
for China, which has regularly con­
tributed about one-third of global 
growth in recent years: The monthly 
purchasing managers’ index for Feb­
ruary shows that production activi­
ties are on the upswing and 
optimism has increased for the over­
all economy.

Additional foreign direct invest­
ment data, to be released later this 
month, will provide another indica­
tor of optimism. It already registered 
an impressive month-on-month 
growth in January. Western analysts 
were quick to discuss why foreign 
investment in China fell in 2024 to 
levels not seen in more than two 
decades, and China is quickly mov­
ing to address this reality. The lucra­
tive telecommunications sector, for 
example, has already been opened 
up wider for international investors, 
and the Chinese authorities have 
also announced expansion of open- 
ing-up trial programs for healthcare 
and education sectors.

Meanwhile, China’s conunitment 
to high-quality development is well 
known. One demonstration of that 
is through technology, an area

and greater efforts will be made to 
solve the difficult and expensive 
financing problems private enter­
prises face, so they can play a bigger 
role in the country’s high-quality 
development.

Since the 18th National Congress 
of the Communist Party of China in 
2012, the central authorities have 
made continuous efforts through 
deepened reforms to improve the 
basic system of the market economy, 
stimulating the vitality and internal 
impetus for the development of the 
private sector. To that end, the 
authorities have accelerated the 
drafting of a law to promote the pri­
vate sector, and to accord equal treat­
ment to State-owned as well as 
private enterprises at both the insti­

lt aims to promote the construc­
tion of inclusive elderly care faci 1 ities 
based on existing assets such as 
training and recuperation institu­
tions, unused property and schools, 
encouraging the upgrading of exist­
ing elderly care homes and vacant 
school buildings in rural areas. 

The notice also stresses the 
importance of establishing a sound 
pricing mechanism for service insti­
tutions that accord with the law of 
the market.

For these measures to be imple­
mented, certain principles need to be 
followed. The first principle is to 
clearly define the functional bounda­
ries between the government and the 
market. The government should for­
mulate local regulations for inclusive 
elderly care services based on local 
realities; and dynamically monitor 
institutional qualifications, fee trans­
parency, and facility safety. Enter- 

and people at home and abroad. 
Although it may not be a major 

direct agenda item this year, there is 
an important reality connected to the 
two sessions: the whole-process peo­
ple’s democracy. It is an outcome­
based model that puts the people at 
the center’ of all government deci­
sion-making and is judged by how 
well the government is able to 
improve the people’s socioeconomic 
conditions and serve their needs. 
And such an approach to democracy 
will be central to what will take place 
in the country’s political life over the 
next few days.

Sober and serious conversations 
will be evident when the CPPCC and 
the NPC are in session. When one 
remembers that in other parts of the 
world, some leaders seem more 
interested in bombast and bluster, a 
political gathering that functions 
professionally should be welcomed 
all across the globe.

peaking after the summit of European leaders on Ukraine on Sunday, United Kingdom Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer stressed that there would be potentially grave global repercussions if 
the European conflict was to continue.

His remark has served to underscore the urgent need for all the parties concerned to keep
the window of opportunity open for dialogue.

But while the participating leaders at the summit affirmed their shared commitment to devising a 
strategy to halt the hostilities and seek a sustainable peace resolution, that primarily seems to com­
prise providing Ukraine with more military aid and engaging with the United States to persuade it to 
act as the backstop security guarantee for a peace agreement.

The European leaders are essentially doubling down on their existing position.
Yet the recent fluctuations in US policy toward Ukraine have presented a formidable challenge for 

European leaders to navigate the divergences with their long-standing ally and craft a unified strategy 
to facilitate a peaceful resolution to the enduring crisis in Europe. The hastily convened defense sum­
mit in London, which brought together a multitude of European heads of state and government, and 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, seems to have fostered some cohesion; however, it falls 
short of aligning US President Donald TYump with Europe’s stance on supporting Ukraine’s demands 
for peace negotiations. The warm welcome these leaders extended to the Ukraine leader in London 
and their reiteration to stand together with Kyiv have struck a quite different tune to Ukrainian Presi­
dent Volodymyr Zelensky’s rumbustious meeting with the US leader and amplified the divide between 
Europe and the US on the Ukraine issue.

In this regard, the outcome of the summit that was scrambled together in haste on Sunday is unlike­
ly to be enough to bring the US president on Europe’s side to offer what Zelensky insists is needed 
before Ukraine sits at the negotiating table with Russia.

TYump has signaled his intention to not only amend the US’ ties with Russia but also broker a peace 
deal that will require compromises from Ukraine. The onus is on these other Western leaders to per­
suade TYump to change his stance on the issue if they want him to accept their plan.

Rather than pursuing a course that has seen the conflict enter its fourth year, the summit-attending 
leaders and others in Europe should rethink and reshape their perspectives on the continent’s security. 
But instead, at the London summit, the participating European leaders agreed to spend more on 
defense as a concession to TYump’s demand that the continent must rely on itself for security protection. 

While some in Europe may still view Washington as the continent’s primary security guarantor, the 
shock wave the Trump administration has sent so far over the Ukraine crisis has necessitated Europe­
an countries contemplating the previously unthinkable: that the US security guarantee might not be a 
given. It will certainly come at a price.

Yet they are still reluctant to accept they are being forced to pivot from their traditional security reli­
ance on the US toward greater strategic autonomy.

Such a reassessment of Europe’s situation is clearly belated. It has been the reliance on NATO and 
that organization’s expansionism and relentless roll toward Russia’s border that has been a principal 
factor in triggering the conflict

In fact, with the focus on relations between Kyiv and the US administration amid the fallout from 
the two sides’ fractious entrenching of positions during their televised talks in the White House, 
Starmer’s most significant remark that “a deal will have to involve Russia” might easily go unnoticed. 

It is imperative that Europe cast off the shackles of the past and take accountability for its own secu­
rity issues, especially now that Ukraine is better armed and funded than most NATO countries. 

Russia has long viewed NATO and European Union expansion in Eastern Europe as a threat to its 
security and sphere of influence. And Ukraine’s aspirations to join these Western institutions have 
been a major point of contention between the two countries.

China supports all efforts conducive to peace in Ukraine, including the recent engagement between 
the US and Russia. And it is willing to continue playing a constructive role in helping engineer a politi­
cal resolution to the crisis. It hopes that the window of opportunity that has opened to bring an end to 
the conflict will not be squandered.

The People’s Bank of China and 
multiple departments recently held a 
joint meeting to come up with specif­
ic measures to support the high-qual­
ity development of private 
enterprises.

They will implement a moderately 
loose monetary policy, give full play 
to the role of structural monetary 
policy tools, and increase credit for 
private and small and micro enter­
prises. Besides, a series of previously 
adopted concrete measures support­
ing the private economy will be bet­
ter implemented to support private 
enterprises.

The meeting stressed that policy 
coordination and interaction will be 
enhanced among departments to 
improve financing mechanisms,

espite the strong opposition of the United Nations and other humanitarian aid providers, in 
an alarming move that the UN warns violates international law, Israel unilaterally cut off 
the entry of all food and other goods into Gaza on Sunday.

The move, which came the moment the first phase of the ceasefire ended, pushed the
more than 2 million Palestinians residing in the Gaza Strip to the brink of famine.

lb divert attention from it being the party walking away from the hard-earned three-phase ceasefire 
agreement, Israel has said it supports what the Benjamin Netanyahu government calls a new United 
States’ proposal to extend the first phase of the ceasefire through the Jewish holiday of Passover in 
mid-April instead of beginning negotiations on the far more difficult second phase.

Under that proposal, Hamas would release half the hostages on the first day and the rest when an 
agreement is reached on a permanent ceasefire.

The US administration has not issued any statement about Israel’s announcement, and as of Mon­
day it had kept a studied silence over Israel’s decision to cut off aid. According to media reports, US 
Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff had been expected to visit the Middle East again last week, but that 
visit never materialized and it is not clear when he will visit the region.

So it is with the seeming connivance of the US that Tel Aviv warned it could resume the attacks on 
Gaza after the first phase if it believes the negotiations are ineffective.

The negotiations on the second phase were meant to start a month ago, increasing the uncertainty 
around the fragile truce. Although Hamas has insisted that those talks begin, Israel has tried to find 
fault with the militant group’s execution of the first phase — as well as the UN — in a bid to delay the 
second phase negotiations or find an excuse to abruptly end the ceasefire process.

Israel has blamed the shortages of humanitarian assistance in Gaza on what it called the UN’s ina­
bility to distribute it, and accused Hamas militants of siphoning it off.

But the reason why Israel has exhausted all means to prevent the second phase is that once it starts, its 
withdrawal from Gaza will be put on the agenda under international scrutiny, which is against the Net­
anyahu Cabinet’s war goals that have remained unchanged since day one: to remove Hamas from Gaza, 
and annex the Palestinian enclave in whatever form. According to the agreement, in phase two, Hamas 
is to release the remaining living hostages in return for Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza and a lasting 
ceasefire, making it the most crucial stage of the whole arrangement for the resolution of the Gaza crisis. 

The US under the Joe Biden administration pressed Israel to allow more aid into Gaza, threatening 
to limit weapons support. But the incumbent President Donald Trump is proposing the displacing of 
all Palestinians from Gaza. TYump said last month shortly after Netanyahu’s visit to the US that he is 
“committed to buying and owning Gaza” and turning it into the “Riviera of the Middle East” 

Although TYump’s proposal has stirred widespread criticism and is opposed by several Arab nations 
as well as the US’ allies in Europe, Tel Aviv apparently takes that as evidence that Israel has succeeded 
in binding its interests with the US’ under the new administration, thus heralding its Sunday move. 

By cutting off the aid to Gaza, Netanyahu has in effect kicked the ball into TYump’s court again. 
As Chinese ambassador to the UN said in a recent UN Security Council meeting on the issue, the 

Gaza ceasefire agreement must be fully and continuously implemented to ensure a permanent cease­
fire. In particular, provisions on access of humanitarian aid and release of detainees, among others, 
must be implemented strictly, seriously and in good faith.

In this process, the dignity of all, including the deceased, should be respected. Since negotiations on 
the second phase have been deferred, the international community should encourage and support 
the parties in moving ahead with the negotiations as soon as possible. In particular, countries with 
major influence on the parties should play a role to that end.
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where China continues to shine. 
Consider, as just one example, the 
attention devoted to DeepSeek, the 
Chinese artificial intelligence start­
up, which released its new DeepSeek 
R1 model in January. One US-based 
publication defined DeepSeek as 
“matching leading US models’ per­
formance at a fraction of the cost by 
using compute and memory resour­
ces more efficiently”. One leading US 
university praised DeepSeek for its 
“capacity for clever engineering and 
algorithmic innovation”.

Technology also plays an impor­
tant role in other industries, includ­
ing agriculture. Recognizing the 
international realities associated 
with climate change and food insecu­
rity, China continues to push for 
ways to improve all aspects of food 
production, distribution and securi­
ty. A few days ago, the government 
released this year’s No 1 Central Doc­
ument, with agriculture and the 
rural economy front and center. Agri­
cultural innovation is seen as a criti­
cal means to achieve the important 
goal of grain security. 

In other words, both the CPPCC 
and the NPC are expected to ana­
lyze how self-developed technolo­
gies are helping various industries 

The National Development and 
Reform Commission and some other 
ministries jointly issued a notice 
recently to address the problems 
faced in the provision of elderly care 
services, namely poor coverage, high 
costs and uneven quality.

Domestic elderly care resources are 
generally in short supply while in the 
absence of relevant regulation, the 
quality of sendee provided falls short 
of people’s expectation. With afforda­
ble and quality home and community 
care resources being scarce, a signifi­
cant number of beds in institutional 
care facilities remain vacant

The notice aims to resolve these 
problems by expanding the coverage 
of inclusive elderly care services 
through a collaboration mechanism 
involving the government, enterprises, 
families and society, besides employ­
ing technology to ensure more elderly 
people benefit from the services.
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tutional and legal levels.
In order to create a fair market 

environment, more efforts should be 
made to accelerate the formation of a 
unified national market, break down 
market access barriers, and establish 
an open and transparent market 
access system consisting of equal 
competition, clear powers and 
responsibilities, and strong supervi­
sion.

Meanwhile, as said, different 
departments should further 
strengthen their coordination in the 
policymaking and the implementa­
tion of relevant policies related to the 
private sector, and constantly 
improve the efficiency of government 
supervision and services.

- WUYIXUE, CHINA DAILY

The author is an associate professor 
at the Department of Communica­
tion and Organizational Leader­
ship at Robert Morris University in 
the United States. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

prises should optimize resource allo­
cation efficiency through chain and 
group operations, activate the silver 
economy industry chain, and reduce 
the operational costs of elderly care 
services.

While State-owned enterprises are 
expected to play a leading role in pro­
viding the services, operating the 
facilities, and cultivating talents, pri­
vate enterprises need to expand oper­
ations, especially take roots in rural 
areas where elderly care resources 
are needed.

It’s necessary to promote the appli­
cation of new technology in the eld­
erly care sector. Enterprises need 
further support in developing low- 
cost, easy-to-use age-friendly smart 
wearable devices to reduce the bur­
den on family and community care 
and improve the efficiency of elderly 
care services.
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Tel Aviv’s cutting off aid to Gaza 
attempt to force Trump’s hand

Private sector calls for strengthened 
interdepartmental coordination
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Additionally, China and Africa 
have set up mechanisms such as die 
China-Africa Internet Development 
and Cooperation Forum and the 
China-Africa Digital Cooperation 
Forum to drive Al collaboration. In 
2024, the China-Africa Internet 
Development and Cooperation 
Forum announced the creation of a 
China-Africa cybersecurity and 
informatization exchange and 
cooperation base, while China and
26 African countries jointly 
released the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation Beijing Action Plan, 
exploring cooperation in Al, 5G/6G, 
high-performance computing and

quantum communication.
China-Africa Al cooperation is 

expanding, with a strong focus on 
digital infrastructure development 
while extending into technology 
R&D and innovation, industrial col­
laboration and talent development. 
Since the establishment of the 
FOCAC, Chinese enterprises have 
helped African nations add or 
upgrade 66,000 kilometers of trans­
mission and distribution lines, 120 
gigawatts of installed power capacity 
and 150,000 kilometers of backbone 
communication networks, providing 
network services to nearly 700 mil­
lion user terminals. They have also 
built large-scale data centers and 
provided cloud computing sendees, 
facilitating Africa’s digital transfor­
mation and Al development. Al and 
digital talent training are also deep­
ening. For example, in 2021, Egypt’s 
Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology partnered 
with Chinese enterprises to launch 
the Digital Egypt Builders Initiative, 
offering 1,000 annual scholarships to 
students. Huawei has collaborated 
with African universities to establish 
Huawei academies, offering digital 
skills training.

China and Africa are also enhanc­
ing their cooperation in global Al 
governance. In 2023, China released 
the Global Al Governance Initiative, 
advocating for mutual respect and 
equal benefits in Al development. 
The AU’s Continental Artificial Intel­
ligence Strategy highlights the 
importance of regional and global 
collaboration, strengthening public­
private partnerships, and enhancing 
Africa’s international influence. In
2024, the China-Africa Internet 
Development and Cooperation 
Forum issued the Chair’s Statement 
on China-Africa Cooperation on Al, 
emphasizing the need for closer 
coordination within multilateral 
frameworks such as the United 
Nations, to enhance the representa­
tion and voice of developing coun­
tries in Al’s global development and 
governance.

As a strategic emerging sector, Al 
is a crucial driver of Africa’s modern­
ization. Africa’s young population 
and vast Al market potential, com­
bined with China’s technological and 
financial strengths, create strong 
complementarities for China-Africa 
Al cooperation.

First, aligning development strate­
gies is crucial to drive new quality 
productive forces. Al is unlocking 
new opportunities for China-Africa 
cooperation. Based on China’s New 
Generation Artificial Intelligence 
Development Plan, which sets strate­
gic goals for 2030, China and Africa 
should align their Al cooperation

with the AU’s Continental Al Strate­
gy and national Al strategies across 
African countries. Given the varying 
stages of Al development across Afri­
ca, priority should be given to part­
nerships with South Africa, Egypt, 
Nigeria and Rwanda, leveraging col­
laborations with these regional lead­
ers to extend Al benefits to more 
subregional economies. 

Second, enhancing technical sup­
port and improving the integration of 
industry, academia and research. Chi­
na and Africa can explore driving 
bilateral efforts through technological 
leadership and application, strength­
ening technological independence 
and industrial progress, and enhanc­
ing economic innovation and interna­
tional competitiveness. The two sides 
can build the China-Africa digital 
technology cooperation center, 
strengthen fundamental research on 
general Al and key technology devel­
opment, carry out joint research 
actively, experience sharing and tech­
nical exchanges, and explore innova­
tions in critical core technologies. 

In terms of technological applica­
tion, China and Africa can deepen 
cooperation based on Africa’s con­
cerns and needs. For example, 49 
percent of Al applications in Africa 
focus on agriculture, and 26 percent 
on climate actions. Therefore, China 
and Africa should focus on applica­
tion-oriented and problem-oriented 
approaches, addressing Africa’s prac­
tical development challenges. Also, 
in terms of talent development, they 
can improve the China-Africa sci­
ence and education cooperation 
mechanism by implementing “Al 
plus education”, “Al plus healthcare” 
and other projects to empower peo­
ple’s livelihoods.

Last, building consensus on Al 
governance is necessaiy to strength­
en the influence of the Global South. 
The rise of general Al models has 
introduced ethical, security and gov­
ernance challenges, making Al regu­
lation a shared global concern. The 
United States, the United Kingdom 
and other Western powers are active­
ly shaping Al standards and govern­
ance rules to maintain dominance. 
As members of the Global South, 
China and African nations should 
collaborate through various multilat­
eral platforms to enhance the voice 
of developing countries in global Al 
governance.

The author is chair of the Institute 
Affairs Committee and vice-president 
of the Institute of African Studies at
Zhejiang Normal University. The
author contributed this article to Chi­
na Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not neces­
sarily reflect those of China Daily.

granted to Africa’s least devel­
oped countries), investment and 
development finance playing a 
critical role in addressing eco­
nomic development in the conti­
nent.

In 2024, trade between China 
and Africa reached $295 billion, 
up 4.8 percent from 2023, further 
cementing China’s position as 
Africa’s largest trading partner. It 
is important to note that trade 
between the two sides is not just 
the flow of imports and exports. 
It has a developmental character. 
Since December, China has 
implemented the zero-tariff poli­
cy for 33 least-developed coun­
tries in Africa. If the concerned 
countries are able to take advan­
tage of this offer, Africa’s trade 
deficit with China will further 
narrow down generating more 
jobs and revenue for African 
countries. The BRI — a global 
program aimed at connecting 
countries in Asia, Europe and 
Africa through infrastructure 
development — has helped to 
improve Africa’s infrastructure 
across die energy, transport and 
conununications sectors. Over 50 
African countries and die AU 
have signed cooperation memo­
randums with China under the 
BRI framework. In 2023, African 
countries concluded deals worth 
over $21 billion under die BRI 
framework, including invest­
ments in roads, ports, railways 
and power plants. Access to sus­
tainable funding for infrastruc­
ture is essential for the realization 
of the African Continental Free 
Trade Area. These projects are 
decided and implemented on 
principles of respect for sover­
eignty and win-win cooperation, 
as emphasized in the Dar es 
Salaam Consensus. 

Moreover, one of the points 
raised in the consensus was the 
need to improve and expedite 
Africa’s access to development 
finance at reasonable rates and 
without crippling conditions. 
China is leading by example in 
this regard, having availed over 
$13 billion to fund key develop­
ment projects of their choice in 
African countries. At the 2024 
Forum on China-Africa Coopera­
tion summit in Beijing in Septem­
ber, President Xi Jinping 
announced almost $51 billion in 
funding for Africa over the next 
three years in the form of invest­
ment, development assistance 
projects and credit. As such, it is 
up to African countries to make 
full use of this opportunity to 
advance African development.

n recent years, rapid advance­
ments in artificial intelligence 
have fueled a new wave of tech­
nological revolution and indus­

trial transformation, presenting 
significant opportunities for Africa’s 
development and China-Africa coop­
eration. As Africa’s largest trading 
partner, China is actively expanding 

Al-driven innova­
tion collaborations 
with African coun­
tries, which is cru­
cial for fostering 
economic growth 
and sustainable 
development 

across the continent.
In August 2024, the African Union 

released the Continental Artificial 
Intelligence Strategy, focusing on Al 
development in governance, skills, 
research and infrastructure. Several 
African countries, including Mauri­
tius, Kenya, Egypt, Algeria and 
Benin, have introduced national Al 
strategies and policies to drive tech­
nological progress.

Leveraging platforms such as the 
Belt and Road Initiative and the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
have helped in intensifying China- 
Africa exchanges in emerging tech­
nologies, new energy and advanced 
industries. China-Africa Al coopera­
tion, in particular, is gaining 
momentum, characterized by 
improved institutional mechanisms, 
expanding collaboration fields and 
strengthening participation in global 
Al governance.

In September, President Xi Jinping 
delivered a keynote address at the 
opening ceremony of the 2024 
FOCAC summit in Beijing, announc­
ing 10 partnership action plans to 
deepen China-Africa cooperation. 
These actions explicitly call for the 
joint establishment of a China-Africa 
digital technology cooperation cen­
ter and the implementation of 20 
digital infrastructure and digital 
transformation demonstration pro­
jects by Chinese enterprises in Afri­

The author is director of the Cen­
tre for Africa-China Studies at the 
University of Johannesburg,
South Africa. The author contrib­
uted this article to China Watch, a 
think tank powered by China
Daily. The views do not necessari­
ly reflect those of China Daily.

China and Africa have long 
expressed solidarity in calling for 
the reform of the global economic 
governance institutions such as 
the International Monetary Fund, 
the World Bank and the World 
Trade Organization. The Dar es 
Salaam Consensus added its voice 
to this call. The two parties can 
take advantage of South Africa’s 
2025 presidency of the G20 meet­
ing to firmly place the reform of 
these key institutions on the glob­
al agenda.

Further, as part of the efforts to 
reform the international financial 
architecture, China and Africa 
should accelerate efforts to create 
an alternative international cred­
it rating agency that will provide 
fair and objective risk analysis of 
developing countries. African 
countries have long suffered from 
the opaque and biased risk-profil­
ing methods of Western credit 
rating agencies, which make 
access to credit prohibitively cost­
ly. The advent of the second
Donald Thump administration in 
the United States lias unleashed a 
sustained assault on multilateral 
institutions with the US pulling 
out of the Paris Agreement, the 
World Health Organization and 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Council. Africa and China 
will have to work to maintain and 
protect multilateralism, as only 
through multilateral platforms 
can the world address some of 
the most urgent challenges. The 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
deteriorating climate situation 
have demonstrated the indispen­
sability of multilateral institu­
tions. Further, with the US’ 
nationalist approach to interna­
tional security, China’s Global 
Security Initiative that emphasiz­
es the indivisibility of global secu­
rity provides an opportunity for 
Africa, which is currently strug­
gling with violent conflicts in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Mozambique and Sudan, to play 
a meaningful role in the global 
peace and security landscape. As 
such, almost a year since its adop­
tion, the Dar es Salaam Consen­
sus is still relevant and can act as 
a guide for more productive Chi­
na-Africa relations going for­
ward.

he 13th meeting of the 
China-Africa Think 
Tanks Forum, held last
March in Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania, adopted the Consensus 
Among African and Chinese 
Think Tanks on Deepening Glob­
al Development Cooperation — a 
document which identified key 
and priority areas of cooperation 

between China 
and Africa.

The consen­
sus, also known 
as the Africa- 
China Dar es 
Salaam Con­
sensus, 

embraced the founding principles 
of China-Africa relations, which 
include respect for sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, mutual 
benefit, openness and common 
prosperity, among others. Under­
pinned by these principles, the 
relationship between the two par­
ties has blossomed and become a 
model of South-South coopera­
tion. The consensus endorsed 
China’s Global Development Ini­
tiative, which is compatible with 
the African Union’s Agenda 2063. 
The forum stressed the impor­
tance of pursuing people-cen­
tered development and 
promoting modernization pro­
cesses in tandem with national 
priorities and cultures. 

This is very important because 
African countries have endured 
decades of imposed development 
programs and models that yield­
ed little in terms of driving devel­
opment. The imposition of 
economic policies on African 
countries by the Bretton Woods 
institutions through the Structur­
al Adjustment Programs was a 
violation of independence and 
sovereignty which has kept Africa 
underdeveloped and playing a 
peripheral role in the global econ­

omy.
As such, a modernization phi­

losophy that emphasizes the 
agency and independence of each 
country is a more attractive prop­
osition. With almost one-third of 
the people (467 million) in Africa 
living in extreme poverty, the 
Global Development Initiative 
can serve as a better alternative 
development model. China 
knows a great deal about eradi­
cating poverty haring lifted 800 
million of its people out of abject 
poverty. The country is already 
Africa’s most important develop­
ment partner, with initiatives 
such as the Belt and Road Initia­
tive, trade (especially duty-free 
access to the Chinese market

Jr

Almost a year since its adoption, the Dar es Salaam 
Consensus is still relevant as a guide for 

more productive China-Africa relations going forward

Africa’s young population and vast market potential, 
combined with China’s technological strengths, 

create strong complementarities for Al cooperation
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models in Israel, sold 2,386 units in 
the January-February period. Last 
year, the Chinese EV giant ranked 
first in Israel car sales with 16,690 
units sold. Xpeng Motor, another 
Chinese EV manufacturer, took 
second place, selling 1,592 units of 
the three models it offers in the 
country.

integrates a drone with the vehicle, 
offering a vertical field of view to 
capture travel moments in real time. 
It will be available in all BYD models, 
the company announced at a launch 
event on Sunday in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province.

By QIU QUANLIN in Guangzhou 
qiuquanlin@chinadaily.com.cn

A y

ables in its energy strategy, it has 
shown clear leadership in global 
solar PV installations, and a large 
proportion of such installations 
are expected to be generated from 
the country in 2025, Zhu said.

This is echoed by the Center for 
Research on Energy and Clean Air., 
which believes that there is likely to 
be further growth in clean-energy 
investment in 2025 as major pro­
jects race to finish before the end of 
the country’s 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25).

According to the center, there 
has been a growing role for clean 
technology in China’s economy, 
particularly the “new' three sec­
tors” — photovoltaics, lithium-ion 
batteries and new' energy vehicles. 

Of the three sectors, batteries 
and solar continued to dominate in 
terms of the economic contribu­
tion of clean energy in China, gen­
erating three-quarters of the value 
added and, overall, attracting more 
than half of all investment in the 
sectors, it said.

China is expected to take signifi­
cant and coordinated steps to facili­
tate the financing of private 
businesses as their role in innova­
tion becomes increasingly signifi­
cant, signaled by the latest 
symposium between top financial 
regulators and private enterprises, 
policy observers and executives said. 

Apart from extending loan sup­
port to the private sector, they also 
stressed the urgency of encourag­
ing government-backed funds to 
invest in innovation-oriented pri­
vately owned startups, making 
financing via the stock and bond 
markets more accessible, and expe­
diting the development of supply 
chain finance.

They made the comments as the 
People’s Bank of China, the country’s 
central bank, together with other 
top regulators, convened a symposi­
um on Friday to discuss measures 
for boosting private enterprises’ 
high-quality development and vow­
ing to help the private sector “grow 
stronger, better and bigger”

The meeting, jointly convened by 
the PBOC, All-China Federation of 
Industry and Commerce, National 
Financial Regulatory Administra­
tion, China Securities Regulatory 
Commission and State Administra­
tion of Foreign Exchange, stressed 
supporting the private sector as an 
inherent priority for financial servi­
ces and a manifestation of uphold­
ing the political and people­
centered nature of financial work. 

Analysts said it is not the first 
time for the central bank to convene 
symposiums on supporting private 
enterprises, with similar meetings 
held in 2018 and 2023, for instance. 
Friday’s meeting, however, featured 
wide participation by various 
authorities, indicating that all-out, 
coordinated efforts to strengthen 
financial support for private enter­
prises are underway.

“Private and small businesses, 
known for their flexible structures, 
play a crucial role in driving techno­
logical innovation,” said Lou Fei- 
peng, a researcher at Postal Savings 
Bank of China, emphasizing the 
need for stronger financial support 
for the private sector amid the latest 
wave of technological revolution.

In terms of direct financing, eligi­
ble private enterprises should be 
supported in raising funds through 
bond issuances and IPOs, Lou said. 
On the indirect financing front, 
banks should improve first-time 
loan services for private businesses, 
expand access to credit-based lend­
ing, implement loan renewals with­
out principal repayment and 
develop supply chain finance.

Tian Xuan, head of Tsinghua Uni­
versity’s National Institute of Finan­
cial Research, said it is important to 
deepen reforms in the primary mar­
ket to encourage investment by

State-backed institutions in tech- 
driven startups, extend evaluation 
periods for their investment per­
formance and enhance tolerance of 
their investment failures.

“With the US administration 
intensifying restrictions on invest­
ments in Chinese companies, State- 
backed investment funds and State- 
owned enterprises are increasingly 
filling the gap left by the exit of US 
venture capital,” Tian said.

Echoing Tian’s remarks, Song 
Qing, president of Baheal Pharma 
Group, said the symposium has 
bolstered the confidence of private 
enterprises like itself, which lias 
established investment funds 
worth billions of yuan that were 
invested in innovative projects 
across artificial heart, radiothera­
py equipment and nuclear medi­
cine drag sectors.

“We hope to attract more munic­
ipal and national-level funds to 
work together and provide strong 
financial support for innovative 
enterprises in the healthcare sec­
tor, while leveraging favorable cap­
ital market policies to facilitate our 
invested sci-tech companies going 
public,” Song said.

The symposium emphasized 
strengthening bond market inno­
vation and reaffirming boosting 
private enterprise financing 
through capital markets — includ­
ing support for tech-driven firms, 
mergers and acquisitions, and 
industrial upgrades.

The meeting also called for good 
use of structural monetary policy 
tools, increased credit access for 
private and small businesses, 
equal treatment of all owmership 
types by financial institutions, 
improvements to credit enhance­
ment systems for smaller business­
es and accelerated rollouts of 
supply chain finance regulations. 

Xia Hua, chairman of fashion 
and apparel company Eve Group 
and an attendee at the symposium, 
suggested that financial institu­
tions better meet private business­
es’ funding needs in areas such as 
technological upgrading and intel­
ligent manufacturing in order to 
foster their innovative develop­
ment.

It is also advisable for financial 
institutions to introduce convenient 
supply chain financial services to 
drive the collective digitalization of 
enterprises throughout the indus­
trial chain, Xia said.

As of the end of 2024, China’s 
outstanding loans to technology- 
oriented small and medium-sized 
enterprises surged by 21.2 percent 
year-on-year. The issuance of bills 
specializing in supporting sci-tech 
innovation in the interbank mar­
ket exceeded 604.2 billion yuan 
($82.9 billion) last year, up 49 per­
cent year-on-year, the PBOC said.

Phonak, a brand of Switzerland­
based multinational hearing solu­
tions provider Sonova, has launched 
a new family of hearing aid devices 
based on its innovative Infinio plat­
form in China, aiming to help more 
people with hearing loss in the 
country.

As understanding speech amid 
background noise remains the big­
gest challenge for people with hear­
ing loss, the devices are the world’s 
first hearing aids powered by a ded­
icated real time artificial intelli­
gence chips with speech-from- 
noise separation, according to the 
company.

Development of the new prod­
ucts took about five years, as self­
development of new chips for the 
devices was very challenging, said 
Andi Vonlanthen, senior vice-presi­
dent of Hearing Instrument 
Research and Development, Sono­

China’s clean energy sector con­
tinued to soar last year, with the 
total installed capacity of wind and 
solar power surpassing 1.4 billion 
kilowatts, according to data 
released by the National Energy 
Administration.

The record combined capacity of 
wind and solar energy further rein­
forced the country’s role as a global 
leader in renewable energy devel­
opment, said industry experts.

Installation of renewable capaci­
ty in China lias surged in recent 
years and the momentum has not 
been slowing, said Zhu Yicong, 
vice-president of renewables and 
power research at global consult­
ancy Rystad Energy.

The global consultancy forecasts 
the country’s solar sector to break 
records in the coming years, with 
total installed solar PV capacity 
expected to cross the 1,000 giga­
watt mark by the end of 2026.

As China, the world leader in 
electricity production from such 
energy sources, prioritizes renew- 

“If we use normal chips that 
everybody can buy, the hearing devi­
ces may not run for more than one 
hour — the new chip we are using 
now has lower power consumption,” 
Vonlanthen said during the recent 
launch event in Guangzhou, capital 
of Guangdong province.

Phonak’s proprietary Deepsonic 
chip is a first of its kind, providing 
real-time Al processing to instantly 
separate speech from background 
noise, according to the company. 

“Unlike existing technologies, 
Deepsonic offers dynamic and real­
time adjustments, allowing users to 
engage in conversations from any 
direction,” Vonlanthen said.

The product will become the per­
fect solution for people with hearing 
loss in the Chinese market, which 
has a huge number of hearing-im­
paired people and a growing elderly 
population, according to Vonlan­
then.

Booming technologies such as Al 
will play a bigger role in improving 
hearing aid devices, according to 
Vonlanthen.

“We have to find new technologies 
to further improve our products — 
about five or sixyears ago, we realized 
that Al would be the right technology 
to do that,” Vonlanthen said.

With an increasingly aging popu­
lation, the number of elderly indi­
viduals with hearing loss has 
rapidly increased in China. Howev­
er, the rate of hearing aid place­
ments in the Chinese market is less 
than 5 percent, according to Bu 
Xingkuan, an expert on deafness 
prevention at the World Health 
Organization.

“How to make technology truly 
serve people and improve the accessi­
bility of hearing technology for indi­
viduals with hearing loss has always 
been a challenge faced by the hearing 
health industry” said Bu.

Currently, hearing loss is wade­
spread in China, yet its impact on 
health is greatly underestimated, 
according to Lu Wei, chairman of 
the hearing rehabilitation commit­
tee of the Chinese Association of 
Rehabilitation Medicine.

“The application of Al in hearing 
aids has not only brought break­
throughs to the industry, but also 
provided more avenues for the 
development of Al technology in the 
field of hearing health,” Lu said.

New technologies like Al will 
reshape the hearing industry across 
the entire chain, from assisting in 
diagnosis and rehabilitation inter­
vention to health management, 
according to Lu.

Clean-energy technologies made 
up more than 10 percent of China’s 
economy last year for the first time 
ever, with sales and investments 
worth 13.6 trillion yuan ($1.9 tril­
lion), according to a think tank.

These sectors grew three times 
as fast as the Chinese economy’s 
overall growth rate, accounting for 
26 percent of all gross domestic 
product growth in 2024, according 
to data released by the Center for 
Research on Energy and Clean Air. 

The clean-energy sectors drove a 
quarter of the country’s GDP 
growth last year and overtook real 
estate sales in value, it said.

The sectors, according to the 
organization, include renewables, 
nuclear power, electricity grids, 
energy storage, EVs and railways, 
w'hich used technologies and infra­
structure needed to decarbonize 
China’s production and use of ener­

gy-

Chinese EV brands 
lead sales in Israel
Chinese automaker BYD topped 
electric car sales in Israel in the 
first tw'o months of 2025, according 
to figures issued by the Israel Vehi­
cle Importers Association. BYD, 
w'hich currently offers four electric

BYD, DJI launch smart 
car-based drone tech
Chinese automaker BYD and drone 
giant DJI have launched an intelli­
gent vehicle-mounted drone system, 
aiming to transform cars into mobile 
entertainment and exploration plat­
forms. The system — Lingyuan —

By ZHOU LANXU, LIUZHIHUA 

and OUYANG SHIJIA

Two staff members of Zhumadian Power Supply Co visit over the 
weekend Chinagreen Biological Technology Co Ltd in Queshan 
county in the prefecture-level city of Zhumadian, Henan province, 
offering on-site help in power consumption. The company,
employing over 500 workers, is a large-scale producer of edible 
fungi products, driving the development of local upstream and 
downstream industries, zhang yongsheng/ for china daily

professionals providing services; 
and easing restrictions on Hong 
Kong’s services exports to the 
mainland market.

Most of the liberalization meas­
ures apply to the w'hole mainland, 
while some of them are designated 
for pilot implementation in the 
nine Pearl River Delta municipali­
ties in the Guangdong-Hong Kong- 
Macao Greater Bay Area.

Paul Chan, financial secretary of 
the Hong Kong Special Adminis­
trative Region government, said 
earlier that according to the agree­
ment II, the restriction for the 
mainland branches of Hong Kong 
banks to conduct bank card busi­
ness will be lifted starting from 
March, which will facilitate them 
in expanding their businesses in 
the mainland.

By the end of last year, the cumu­
lative Customs duty concessions 
under CEPA had exceeded 10.2 bil­
lion yuan ($1.39 billion). Last year, 
the total trade in goods between 
the mainland and Hong Kong 
exceeded HI<$4.8 trillion ($617.19 
billion), more than three times the 
amount before the implementa­
tion of CEPA, with an average 
annual growth rate of 5.6 percent. 

The number of sectors in which 
the mainland has fully or partially 
opened up to Hong Kong’s services 
sector has increased to 153, 
accounting for 96 percent of all 160 
service trade sectors.

The agreement II also brings 
along institutional innovation and 
collaboration enhancements. It 
includes the addition of “allowing 

By ZHENG XIN 

zhengcin@chinadaily.com.cn

L

HONG KONG - The Second 
Agreement Concerning Amend­
ment to the Mainland and Hong 
Kong Closer Economic Partnership 
Arrangement Agreement on Trade 
in Services (agreement II) was 
implemented on Saturday, allow­
ing Hong Kong to accelerate its 
integration into the overall nation­
al development

The agreement II further opens 
up the services market of the Chi­
nese mainland to Hong Kong, ena­
bling Hong Kong businesses and 
professionals to enter the main­
land market with more preferen­
tial treatment.

This move was welcomed by var­
ious sectors in Hong Kong, and the 
industry is looking forward to 
making good use of the central gov­
ernment’s policies to support Hong 
Kong and promote high-quality 
economic development, further 
integrating into the national devel­

opment.
The agreement II introduces 

new liberalization measures across 
a number of service sectors where 
Hong Kong enjoys competitive 
advantages, such as financial send­
ees, construction and related engi­
neering services, testing and 
certification, telecommunications, 
motion pictures, television and 
tourism services.

The liberalization measures take 
various forms, including removing 
or relaxing restrictions on equity 
shareholding and business scope 
in the establishment of enterpris­
es; relaxing qualification require­
ments for Hong Kong

" "'fry
fap

Hong Kong-invested enterprises to 
adopt Hong Kong law” and “allow­
ing Hong Kong-invested enterpris­
es to choose for arbitration to be 
seated in Hong Kong” as facilita­
tion measures for Hong Kong 
investors; and removal of the peri­
od requirement on Hong Kong ser­
vice suppliers to engage in 
substantive business operations in 
Hong Kong for three years in most 
service sectors.

Jonathan Choi, a member of the 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con­
ference and chairman of the Chi­
nese General Chamber of 
Commerce of Hong Kong, recently 
pointed out that the agreement II 
covers multiple important system 
innovations, not only providing 
convenience for Hong Kong busi­
nesses entering the mainland mar­
ket, but also offering broader legal 
service options for investors in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area.

It encourages more foreign 
investors to use Hong Kong as a 
springboard to invest in the Great­
er Bay Area, further consolidating 
Hong Kong’s role as a “super-con­
nector” and “super value-adder”, 
Choi said.

The mainland and Hong Kong 
signed the CEPA in 2003. CEPA has 
now been upgraded to a compre­
hensive and modern free trade 
agreement and has brought signifi­
cant economic benefits to Hong 
Kong.

hearing aid 
device

Sector’s role in leading innovation 
becoming increasingly significant

§
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A Mixue mascot strikes a gong during the company's listing ceremony at the Hong Kong bourse on Monday, lam yik / Reuters

Mixue reaps sweet gains as
stock soars on HK debut
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Wang Qing, chairman of China
Tea Marketing Association
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By WANG ZHUOQIONG

wangzhuoqiong@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHU WENQIAN

zhuwenqian@chinadaily.com.cn

Chinese mainland bubble tea giant sees 
shares surge 43.2% on first trading day

Zhuyeqing Tea, a major green 
tea maker in Southwest China’s 
Sichuan province, said the nation’s 
tea consumption market is under­
going significant changes, and it 
will further strengthen coopera­
tion with e-commerce platforms 
to meet growing demand from 
young consumers.

In addition to drinking milk 
tea and fruit tea, young Chinese 
consumers have been more inter­
ested in going to teahouses or 
making freshly brewed tea at 
home, and Zhuyeqing believes 
that the sales growth potential of 
original leaf tea is significant in 
the country.

Facing changes in the tea con­
sumption market, the company has 
continued to optimize its range of 
products. It launched its latest 
green tea for this spring, and intro­
duced a new series of products in 
smaller tins and more fashionable 
packaging. Since Monday, its hun­
dreds of stores nationwide had also 
launched events that allow custom­
ers to taste the latest spring tea. 

“Chinese consumers have been 
paying more attention to the cost 
performance of tea and the func­
tionality of tea as gifts. Tea has 
increasingly become a day-to-day 
drink to go with meals and to car­
ry during business trips,” said 
Tang Xianhong, president of 
Zhuyeqing.

“Besides, tea has become an 
emotional attachment of many 
people, indicating consumers’ 
pursuit and celebration of better 
quality lives,” Tang said.

Meanwhile, young people’s 
interest in drinking tea has driv­
en the online consumption vol­
ume of tea products, and search 
volumes for green tea have been 
climbing on major e-commerce 
platforms.

Zhuyeqing has signed agree­
ments to further strengthen coop­
eration with e-commerce platforms 
JD and Tmall and launch more pro­
motional activities online. The 
company also started cooperation 
with major on-demand services 
platform Meituan, which allows 
customers to participate in lucky 
draws online and get the products 
later at biick-and-mortar stores. 

“By leveraging the stickiness of 
those platforms’ customer base, 
we are expected to accurately 
reach more potential customers 
and enable more people to conve­
niently enjoy the freshness of 
spring tea,” Tang said.

In addition, the Chinese people 
have been interested in exploring 
the country’s intangible cultural 
heritage after the Spring Festival 
was inscribed on the UNESCO 
Representative List of the Intangi­
ble Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
in December.

ing region in the country. By 2023, 
Mixue’s annual lemon procurement 
volume had reached 115,000 tons, 
further solidifying its bargaining 
power.

Mixue also operates an extensive 
warehousing and distribution net­
work, ensuring fast and cost-effec­
tive supply to its franchisees. The 
company has built 26 warehouses 
across China, covering a total area 
of over 300,000 square meters. As 
of Sept 30, 2023, Mixue had 
achieved 12-hour delivery reach 
across more than 90 percent of 
county-level markets.

Compared to developed mar­
kets, China’s fresh-made beverage 
sector has significant growth 
potential.

In 2023, an average Chinese con­
sumer drank 22 cups of fresh-made 
beverages annually, a number 
expected to more than double to 51 
cups by 2028, according to Mixue’s 
prospectus.

That year, fresh-made beverages 
accounted for just 1.6 percent of 
total water intake in China, com­
pared to over 10 percent in devel­
oped markets.

By 2028, the market size of Chi­
na’s fresh-made beverage industry, 
measured by terminal retail sales, is 
projected to reach 1.16 trillion yuan, 
putting it on par with the ready-to- 
drink beverage sector as a trillion­
yuan market.

7.4 billion cups of freshly made 
drinks, showing its dominant mar­
ketpresence.

The company’s competitive edge 
lies in its vertically integrated sup­
ply chain, which provides cost 
advantages and operational effi­
ciency.

Mixue sources key ingredients 
from 38 countries and regions and 
operates five major production bas­
es across China.

These facilities collectively pro­
duce around 1.65 million metric 
tons of syrups, jams, packaging 
materials and other ingredients 
annually.

“In today’s consumer market, 
investors primarily focus on three 
key aspects when evaluating freshly 
made tea drink companies: supply 
chain capabilities, sustainable 
development and cost-effective­
ness,” said Zhu Danpeng, an inde­
pendent food and beverage analyst. 

Zhu said that Mixue’s strong sup­
ply chain has given it a significant 
edge over competitors.

One example of its cost-effi­
cient model is its lemon water 
product, launched in 2013. To 
secure stable raw material pri­
ces, Mixue directly partners with 
fruit farmers and signs price pro­
tection agreements.

In 2020, the company established a 
lemon supply base in Anyue, Sichuan 
province, the largest lemon-produc­

Sanxingdui, an ancient archaeo­
logical site in Sichuan, has attract­
ed public attention after new 
archaeological discoveries were 
made at the site. At the occasion of 
the launch of new spring tea this 
year, Zhuyeqing and Sanxingdui 
Museum officially cooperated to 
carry out more innovative inter­
pretations of tea culture.

Currently, green tea accounts 
for nearly 60 percent of the total 
output of all kinds of tea in Chi­
na, followed by black tea and 
dark tea. Sichuan stands as a 
major high-quality green tea 
production base in China, and 
Mount Emei has a tea planting 
history of over 4,000 years, 
according to the China Tea Mar­
keting Association.

“Tea has a huge market size and 
sustained demand in China, and 
the country’s tea sector has grown 
comprehensively in multiple 
dimensions, demonstrating its 
strong vitality and resilience. And 
the development of the tea sector 
significantly contributed to rural 
vitalization,” said Wang Qing, 
chairman of the association.

Last year, domestic tea sales vol­
ume reached nearly 2.5 million 
metric tons, and total sales value 
hit 330 billion yuan ($45.24 bil­
lion), the association said.

Meanwhile, tea export volume 
reached 374,000 tons last year, up 
1.8 percent year-on-year. Export 
value was $1.42 billion, down 18.4 
percent. Some top exporting desti­
nations include Morocco, Ghana, 
Uzbekistan, Russia, the United 
States and Japan, according to 
data from the General Adminis­
tration of Customs.

For tea exports, green tea signifi­
cantly exceeded other categories in 
terms of both export volume and 
value, with export volume of green 
tea about 10 times higher than that 
of black tea, said the China Cham­
ber of Commerce of Import and 
Export of Foodstuffs, Native Pro­
duce and Animal By-Products.
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Tea has a huge 
market size and 
sustained demand 
in China, and the 
country’s tea sector 
has grown 
comprehensively in 
multiple 
dimensions, 
demonstrating its 
strong vitality and 
resilience.”
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under a franchise-based business 
model, where revenue primarily 
comes from franchisee purchases 
of company-supplied ingredients 
and materials. This asset-light 
model has enabled rapid 
expansion.

Founded in 1997, Mixue oper­
ates 45,000 stores globally, of 
which 99 percent are franchised 
outlets.

Meanwhile, Guming, established 
in 2010, has expanded to 9,000 
stores across China.

Both brands target lower-tier cit­
ies, with Mixue’s products priced 
between 6 yuan ($0.82) and 8 yuan, 
while Guming’s range from 10 to 20 
yuan.

Despite the low prices, Mixue has 
demonstrated strong financial 
growth, driven by its vast store net­
work and cost-efficient supply 
chain.

In 2023, the company generated 
20.3 billion yuan in revenue, with 
net profit rising nearly 58.3 percent 
year-on-year to 3.2 billion yuan. In 
the first nine months of 2024 alone, 
revenue reached 18.7 billion yuan, 
while net profit climbed 42.3 per­
cent to 3.5 billion yuan.

Over the period, Mixue sold about 

Mixue Group, Chinese mainland’s 
largest fresh drinks producer by 
retail market share, made a strong 
debut on the Hong Kong stock 
exchange, opening 29 percent above 
its initial public offering price at 
HK$262 ($33.59) per share.

This gave the company an initial 
market capitalization of HK$98.79 
billion. As the trading day pro­
gressed, Mixue’s stock price soared 
more than 43.2 percent, pushing its 
total market value beyond 
HK$109.3 billion.

The IPO set a record in the Hong 
Kong market, attracting subsciip- 
tion funds of HK$1.77 trillion with 
an oversubscription multiple of 
5,125 times.

The listing underscores the grow­
ing investor interest in China’s 
freshly made tea beverage sector, 
which has emerged as one of the 
hottest categories recently.

Mixue’s debut follows the recent 
listing of Guming Holdings Ltd, a 
leading midpriced freshly made 
tea brand, on the Hong Kong 
bourse.

Both Mixue and Guming operate 

w

Zhuyeqing Tea brewing 
up success nationwide 
with efforts in e-tail
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Editor's Note: This year marks a critical milestone as China concludes its 14th Five-Year Plan. To help in assessing the success of the process, 
we have asked multinational executives to share with our readers their insights about their business achievements 

in the past few years and further expectations in the years to come.

Pablo Machado
Executive Vice-President of Suzano

Dino Otranto
CEO of Fortescue Metals

Henry Ding
President of 3M China

OTRANTO: The government’s target­
ed fiscal policies and incentive programs 
to stimulate consumer spending will like­
ly push domestic consumption upward. 
There’s also growing consumer interest in 
green, sustainable products which could 
see significant growth — green iron metal 
being just one example. China is well 
placed to encourage consumption 
growth, which will likely positively impact 
steel demand and iron ore consumption. 
In terms of Fortescue’s profitability, we 
have longstanding relationships with our 
customers in China and our product is in 
strong demand. Our focus remains on the 
things that we can control — safety, pro­
duction and cost — and in these aspects, 
Fortescue is positioned very' strongly.

DING: The rapid advancement of Al 
technology not only aligns with society’s 
growing anticipation of its applications, 
but also supports 3M’s ongoing transfor­
mation and upgrading. We continuous­
ly integrate cutting-edge technologies to 
enable smarter and more efficient man­
ufacturing. For example, our plant in 
the Shanghai Chemical Industry Park 
uses a self-developed digital platform to 
optimize energy management, and har­
nesses Al technologies to further 
enhance energy efficiency, reducing car­
bon footprints while improving opera­
tional performance. We are confident in 
the future of technological innovation 
in China, suppoited by strong R&D eco­
systems and favorable policy frame­
works. 3M will continue to deepen our 
local innovations and collaborations in 
China, co-driving high-quality, innova­
tion-driven growth with partners across 
industries.

MACHADO: China’s pursuit of 
high-quality development and modern­
ization presents significant opportuni­
ties for Suzano. We are particularly 
excited about growing demand for sus­
tainable and renewable products in sec­
tors like packaging, textiles, hygiene, 
construction and paper. As part of our 
long-term commitment to China, we 
plan to increase our investments in Chi­
na and in our Chinese customers and 
partners, aiming to further boost 
demand for our bio-based products and 
support acceleration to a greener and 
lower carbon economy. We are also 
investing efforts in developing Chinese 
suppliers and further integrating them 
into our supply chains. Finally, our 
measures aimed at further facilitating 
cross-border investments, financial 
flows and opening-up capital markets 
will support and accelerate Suzano’s 
investments in China.

DING: China’s pursuit of high-quali­
ty development presents significant 
opportunities for multinational com­
panies like 3M. We are consistently 
working to position 3M to capitalize on 
emerging trends and focus on end-mar­
kets where we can succeed. Invest­
ments in sectors such as automotives, 
energy and electronics all represent 
key growth areas for 3M. China is a 
strategically important long-term mar­
ket for 3M, and we are confident in the 
opportunities it presents. We will con­
tinue to invest and expand our pres­
ence in the Chinese market, looking 
forward to further supporting the evo­
lution of China’s economy toward a 
healthier future, as we have done for 
over four decades.

DING: China’s robust supply chain, 
favorable policies, dynamic innova­
tion ecosystem and vast market 
potential provide significant advanta­
ges for our local operations here, 
much like for other multinational 
companies. We also look forward to a 
more open platform to strengthen 
supply chain collaborations and aca­
demia-industry partnerships. As a 
global company deeply rooted in Chi­
na for over 40 years, 3M is committed 
to co-developing localized solutions 
that address challenges together with 
industry stakeholders, aligning our 
global capabilities with China’s evolv­
ing priorities.

XIA: China’s unique combination of 
extensive market scale and advanced 
digital infrastructure equips it to spear­
head the Al-industrial revolution. At 
Evonik, we recognize that Al technolo­
gy is revolutionizing industries world­
wide. We see opportunities from Al 
integration across various facets of our 
operations, business development, cus­
tomer service and even R&D. For exam­
ple, Evonik has collaborated with IBM 
Research Europe and the MIT-IBM 
Watson Al Lab to explore how Al can 
help accelerate the development and 
optimization process of materials. This 
innovation dramatically shortens the 
time required to discover and commer­
cialize new materials or improve its 
performance, reducing development 
cycles from over a decade to just a few 
months.

DING: China’s recent implementation 
of a robust stimulus policy package, 
which includes targeted measures to 
boost consumer spending, will create sig­
nificant opportunities for global busi­
nesses seeking to tap into the vast market 
and support the shift toward a consump­
tion-driven growth model. I think our 
consumer business will benefit directly 
from the initiatives of consumption-led 
impetus. Moreover, our expeitise in 
advanced materials science enables us to 
support diverse industries, benefitting 
from the expansion and upgrading of 
consumer demand in China. As a firm 
believer in the “local for local” approach, 
more than 85 percent of products 3M pro­
duces in China are consumed within the 
country. Through innovations in materi­
als science, we aim to meet the evolving 
needs of Chinese consumers, aligning 
with public expectations for a smarter 
and more sustainable lifestyle.

MACHADO: China has a vast and 
growing middle-income group, highly edu­
cated workforce, a robust research, devel­
opment and innovation ecosystem and a 
critical manufacturing base. You couple 
those with top universities and high invest­
ments in education, science and technolo­
gy — and policies and measures aimed at 
long-term development and prosperity — 
and you have a recipe for high-quality 
development. Given all the elements men­
tioned earlier, I see all the reasons to be 
confident that China will achieve its objec­
tives. China’s focus on driving domestic 
consumption is a strategic move and that 
will benefit the whole economy, not only in 
China but way beyond its borders, includ­
ing the industry Suzano operates in.

OTRANTO: Fortescue and China 
share a strong track record of innova­
tion, which is the basis for a continued 
beneficial partnership in the future. The 
biggest opportunity we see is working 
together to build a fully integrated green 
metal supply chain between Australia 
and China. This lias the potential to pro­
vide massive economic and environmen­
tal value to both our countries by 
bringing together green sustainable 
mining, large-scale renewable power 
and green hydrogen to produce green 
iron metal.

OTRANTO: We see an enormous 
opportunity to work with China on 
decarbonizing the steel industry 
through the development of green iron 
metal solutions. We’re in discussions 
with Chinese steelmakers to explore 
green iron technologies as well as 
working with Chinese renewable man­
ufacturers. These collaborations are 
focused on finding ways to reduce the 
carbon footprint of steel production — 
a significant goal given China’s large 
role in global steelmaking.

MACHADO: The two sessions are a 
critical platform for shaping China’s 
economic, social and development pol­
icies and there are high expectations 
for the sessions as the world feces mul­
tiple challenges in different dimen­
sions. Suzano has been committed to 
China for more than 40 years, over 
which time we increased our trade, vol­
ume, operations and investments — 
both in China and with Chinese stake­
holders. Particularly over the past three 
years, Suzano significantly increased 
its investments and presence in China, 
which is translated into different 
dimensions. Suzano is particularly 
interested in measures that promote 
sustainable development, green manu­
facturing and the circular economy. We 
are keen to see measures that can fur­
ther boost demand and consumer con­
fidence, which are important engines 
for the growth of our industry and oth­
ers in China.

DING: China’s economy is at a cru­
cial stage of high-quality development, 
with its manufacturing sector rapidly 
transforming. Material science, 3M’s 
core competency, is the cornerstone 
that enables new technologies, business 
models and industries, and plays a key 
role in overcoming technological bot­
tlenecks and fostering new productive 
forces. For over four decades, 3M has 
grown alongside China’s economic 
development, continuously advancing 
R&D in materials and application solu­
tions to help industries reduce costs 
and enhance efficiency. Looking ahead, 
3M will strengthen local R&D and 
expand collaborative innovation with 
industry partners to provide expertise 
and solutions.

MACHADO: Al technology is trans­
forming industries globally, and Suzano 
is already exploring the integration of 
Al into our operations to enhance effi­
ciency, optimize supply chains and 
improve customer engagement. Just as 
an example, Suzano developed Tetrys, 
an Al algorithm to determine the right 
seedling clones to be planted in every 
specific region where we operate. But 
there is so much more yet to be explored 
and China has a lot to offer. The coun­
try’s focus and investments on innova­
tion, coupled with its vast talent pool, 
position it as a global leader in techno­
logical innovation. We are excited to col­
laborate with local partners and 
contribute to China’s innovation ecosys­
tem. We are also keen to learn from Chi­
na and bring the technologies that 
China has been developing to our opera­
tions — not only in China, but also in 
other regions.

XIA: Innovation and green transfor­
mation are at the heart of China’s high- 
quality development. With Evonik’s 
latest innovative and sustainable solu­
tions, we are helpingto promote a green 
and low-carbon economy and contrib­
ute expertise to industrial upgrade. We 
have been enhancing product supply 
and reducing time-to-market, and con­
tinuously strengthening our R&D capa­
bilities in specific technologies to 
support strategic emerging industries 
including electric vehicles, renewable 
energy and healthcare. We have estab­
lished joint development laboratories 
and R&D strategic cooperation in China 
in sectors such as high-performance 
materials, oil additives and personal 
care products. These partnerships 
bring win-win results for both Evonik 
and domestic industries by driving 
innovation and accelerating market 
application.

MACHADO: Our pursuit of sus­
tainable development through innova­
tion well echoes the “new quality 
productive forces”. We are committed 
to supporting China’s industrial 
upgrade and high-quality develop­
ment, with a focus on protiding high- 
quality, renewable products that can 
serve multiple different industries, ran­
ging from paper, packaging, hygiene, 
textile, fashion, energy and others, ena­
bling downstream industries to inno­
vate and grow with a lower carbon 
footprint. Some examples are our Ecol- 
ig lignin for the elastomer industry, the 
use of cellulosic fiber in the textile 
industry, replacing long fibers with 
Suzano’s hardwood fibers in tissues, 
hygiene, packaging, paper, and fiber 
cement. These all enable the replace­
ment of fossil-based materials, result­
ing in a lower final carbon footprint 
from end products.

XIA: China’s unique modernization 
path, emphasizing innovation, sus­
tainability and inclusive growth, is a 
field that the chemical industry can 
contribute to. Evonik wants to grow 
with the Chinese market and we are 
increasing our local footprint to better 
serve the market, with a focus on stra­
tegic industries such as e-mobility, 
renewable energy and healthcare. In 
2025, we are expecting to see expan­
sion in production capacity and invest­
ment in innovations for our local 
footprint in China, including a new 
specialty-grade hydrogen peroxide 
plant in Leshan, Sichuan province, 
which will complete and commence 
operations in November, serving sec­
tors such as solar panels, semiconduc­
tors and food packaging. The 
expansion of specialty amine produc­
tion at the Nanjing plant will also be 
completed in 2025.

XIA: Evonik is one of the world’s 
leading specialty chemicals companies 
and we have been doing business in 
China for more than 90 years. China’s 
unwavering focus on opening-up has 
reinforced our confidence in the mar­
ket. As we look forward to the two ses­
sions — the annual gatherings of the 
National People’s Congress and the 
Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference — we anticipate it will fur­
ther solidify China’s commitment to 
high-level opening-up and institution­
al reforms. In particular, we noticed 
that the recently released plan for sta­
bilizing foreign investment has set a 
clear roadmap, and we expect the two 
sessions to prioritize its implementa­
tion through complementary policies. 
With China’s steadfast focus on high- 
level opening-up, we look forward to 
contributing to this journey through 
innovation and sustainable partner­
ships.

OTRANTO: Al is one of the most 
transformative innovations that is 
reshaping industries worldwide — and 
now we’re also seeing it revolutionize 
the mining sector. There’s no doubt that 
it holds enormous potential to change 
the way we do business at Fortescue. By 
embracing Al, we are driving efficiency 
across our business, using data to pre­
dict outcomes and optimize perform­
ance. This means we’re now able to 
track every step of our supply chain — 
from the extraction process right 
through to delivery at the final point of 
sale.

OTRANTO: China’s economic 
development has made it a key player in 
the global economy, which will contin­
ue to shape global economic growth 
and technological innovation in the 
years to come. In the two sessions, we 
expect to see policy measures that 
reflect China’s strategic priorities for 
the year ahead, including support for 
the private sector, technological 
advancement and fiscal stimulus to 
navigate current challenges and pro­
mote sustainable growth.
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What are your expectations for 
Mr the two sessions? Do you 

expect any specific policy measures 
for further deepening reforms and 
expanding high-level opening-up? 
What more should China do to cre­
ate a more enabling business envi­
ronment for foreign investors?

DeepSeek has been a buzzword 
Mr and surprised the world starting 

this year. Al technology has been 
deeply integrated with various indus­
tries around the world. What opportu­
nities do you foresee for your business 
from Al technology? What's your view 
on China's ability to sustain innova­
tion in breakthrough technologies in 
the coming years?

XIA: China’s shift toward a consump­
tion-led economic model presents a mul­
tilayered opportunity and is redefining 
the entire value chain, emphasizing not 
just scale but value. By integrating our 
innovations into premium, green and 
digital ecosystems, Evonik is poised to 
turn policy-driven demand into sustaina­
ble profitability. We are dedicated to 
being both beneficiaries and enablers of 
China’s trajectory toward high-quality 
consumption growth. The increasing 
demand from China’s rising middle-in- 
come group for high-quality products — 
such as functional cosmetics, sports 
equipment and healthcare — necessitates 
the use of advanced materials provided 
by Evonik, such as bio-based ingredients, 
high-performance polymers and 
advanced bio materials. Green consump­
tion transition such as green mobility has 
been boosting demand for EV battery 
materials, high performance lightweight 
materials, as well as energy-efficient and 
environmentally friendly additives for 
tires and interiors.

Xia Fuliang
President of Evonik China

As China continues to pursue 
Mr high-quality development along 

a Chinese path to modernization, what 
opportunities do you anticipate for 
your business as this process gains 
more traction? Will you increase 
investment in China in the coming 
years? How will you further expand 
your footprint in China?

Driving domestic consumption is 
Mr one of the top priorities for China 

to spur economic growth this year. 
How do you see China’s potential to 
drive a consumption-led impetus for 
the economy? How will that affect 
your company's profitability this year?

“New quality productive for- 
ces” is widely seen as key to 

helping China achieve industrial 
upgrade and “high-quality develop­
ment”. How can your company help 
cultivate such forces in China?


