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By OUYANG SHIJIA 

and ZHOULANXU

President Xi Jinping, who is also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, attends a joint group meeting during the third session of the 14th National Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference in Beijing on Thursday, xie huanchi / xinhua

By CUI JIA in Beijing
and MAO WEIHUA in Urumqi

People’s Congress, the country’s 
top legislature.

The fund is expected to attract 
nearly 1 trillion yuan ($138 bil­
lion) in capital from local gov­
ernments and the private sector, 
Zheng said, adding that the goal 
is to focus on hard technology, 
maintain a long-term perspective, 
and enhance risk tolerance while 
channeling investment into tech 
companies through market-ori­
ented approaches.

Experts said China’s more pro­
innovation stance will significantly 
boost confidence among investors

China’s annual two sessions, 
the centerpiece of its political 
calendar, is once again offering 
a unique insight into how the 
world’s second-largest economy 
is charting its course with effi­
cient and democratic decision­
making. Consisting of the 14th 
National People’s Congress, 
China’s top legislature, and the 
14th National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Con­
sultative Conference, the coun­
try’s top political advisory body, 
the largest gathering of policy­
makers, business leaders, and 
social representatives serve as 
both a legislative forum and a 
policy barometer.

What makes this year’s two 
sessions particularly significant 
is the country’s efforts to stabi­
lize the world’s key driver of 
growth against the backdrop of 
a shifting global economic order. 
With trade dynamics evolving 
and external uncertainties 
looming, the importance of clear 
and decisive policymaking can­
not be overstated.

The positive signals emerging 
from the two sessions point to 
China’s commitment to sustaina­
ble growth, innovation-driven 
quality development, the contin­
ued expansion of domestic 
demand, and persistence in mul­
tilateral cooperation.

One of the key themes that 
dominates discussions is Chi­
na’s gross domestic product 
growth target. China has set 
the target at around 5 percent 
for this year, reinforcing confi­
dence in the country’s econom­
ic trajectory. The emphasis this 
year can rest on stability and 
resilience. Despite global head­
winds, policymakers remain 
committed to ensuring a 
robust economic recovery 
through fiscal and monetary 
measures.

According to the Government 
Work Report released on 
Wednesday, China will adopt a 
“more proactive” fiscal policy — 
with an increased deficit ratio 
target and expanded local gov­
ernment bond issuance — and a 
“moderately loose” monetary 
policy. This approach under­
scores the government’s recog­
nition of the need to support 
infrastructure projects, technol­
ogy investment and social wel­
fare programs.

A “moderately loose” mone­
tary policy will provide further 
stimulus to the economy, with 
interest rate cuts and adjust­
ments to reserve requirements. 

A key aspect of China’s eco­
nomic policy this year is the 
push to stimulate domestic 
demand. With rising trade pro­
tectionism and shifting global 
supply chains, China is focusing 
on strengthening its internal 
market. This means greater 
emphasis on consumer spend­
ing, industrial upgrades and 
technological innovation. Poli­
cies aimed at supporting house­
hold consumption and private­
sector confidence will likely take 
center stage.

Another critical element of 
the two sessions is the focus on 
technological advancement 
and innovation. China has 
long recognized that its eco­
nomic future depends on its 
ability to lead in key techno­
logical fields, from artificial 
intelligence and semiconduc­
tors to green energy.

' *

China is prioritizing fostering of 
new quality productive forces and 
boosting technological innovation 
in its economic agenda for the 
year, as policymakers announced 
on Thursday the rollout of a raft 
of supportive measures aimed 
at creating new growth drivers 
for the world’s second-largest 
economy.

“In the near future, we will 
establish a national venture capi­
tal guidance fund, with the goal 
of enhancing, strengthening and 
expanding innovative enterpris­
es,” said Zheng Shanjie, head of 
the National Development and 
Reform Commission. He made 
the remark at a news conference 
in Beijing during the ongoing 
third session of the 14th National

Development of high-tech sector and talent 
highlighted to ensure unlocking of potential

By XU WEI
xuwei@ chinadaily.com.cn
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and suggestions from six political 
advisers, who contributed insights 
on issues such as the integrated 
development of vocational educa­
tion and regional industries, and 
optimization of the allocation of 
basic education resources.

In his remarks, Xi highlighted the 
importance of adhering to the cor­
rect orientation in education to 
build China into a leading country in 
education, science and technology, 
and talent

The goal is to nurture a new gen­
eration of capable young people 
with sound moral grounding, intel­
lectual ability, physical vigor, aes­
thetic sensibility and work skills, 
who will fully develop socialism and 
carry forward the socialist cause, he 
said.

He pointed out that it is important 
to forge inner strength and inspire 
the younger generation with the 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era.

Xi emphasized the need to inte­
grate moral education throughout 
intellectual, physical, aesthetic and 
labor education.

He then pointed out that building

• See more, page 11
• Editorial & Comment, page 12
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A member of

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, 
answers a question at a news conference on China’s diplomacy and 
foreign affairs during the third session of the 14th National People’s 
Congress in Beijing on Friday, feng yongbin / china daily

President Xi Jinping called on 
Thursday for strengthening the role 
of education in supporting China’s 
sci-tech sector and talent develop­
ment, so that the nation can see its 
talent flourish, everyone can realize 
their potential, and every talent is 
put to the best use.

While taking part in a joint group 
meeting with national political advis­
ers, he called for a deep understand­
ing of the demand for education, 
science and technology, and talent 
during the Chinese modernization 
process.

Xi, who is also general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China Cen­
tral Committee and chairman of the 
Central Military Commission, met in 
Beijing with political advisers from 
the China Democratic League, the 
China Association for Promoting 
Democracy and the education sector, 
who are attending the third session 
of the 14th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Political Con­
sultative Conference.

He spoke after hearing opinions
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The Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region has made “unprece­
dented” efforts in expanding 
multilevel practical cooperation 
with Central Asian countries in 
recent years, as part of China’s 
efforts to boost high-level open- 
ing-up, the chairman of the 
region said.

Under the framework of jointly 
building the Belt and Road, Xin­
jiang, as a frontier area of China 
neighboring Central Asia, has 
adopted a more proactive open- 
ing-up strategy with the coun­
tries in that region by developing 
itself as the core area of the Belt 
and Road Initiative and the Chi­
na (Xinjiang) Pilot Free Trade 
Zone, said Erkin Tuniyaz, chair­
man of Xinjiang, in an exclusive 
interview with China Daily. 

“We have 
been pushing 
forward mul- 
t i 1 e v e 1 
exchanges 
and practical 
cooperation 
with Central 
Asian coun­
tries with 
unprecedent­

ed efforts,” he said, adding that 
the region will continue to 
strengthen in-depth cooperation 
in key areas including economic 
and trade investment, energy 
resources and cultural tourism.

By enhancing such coopera­
tion, Xinjiang has committed to 
building itself into a golden corri­
dor linking Asia and Europe and 
to serving as a gateway for open- 
ing-up efforts in western China, 
he said.

In particular, the Xinjiang pilot 
FTZ, established in November 
2023, has become a hub for reform 
and opening-up in the region, 
which has strengthened top-level 
design and promoted the high- 
standard development of the pilot 
FTZ, Erkin TUniyaz said.

“By continuously releasing pol­
icy dividends, it has effectively 
promoted the high-quality devel­
opment of Xinjiang’s economy 
and society,” he added.

The Xinjiang pilot FTZ encom­
passes three iconic areas — 
Urumqi, Kashgar and Horgos — 
and is the first FTZ in China’s 
northwestern border region.

From 2022 to 2024, the annual 
total import and export volume in 
Xinjiang reached 246.36 billion 
yuan ($34 billion), 357.33 billion 
yuan and 435.11 billion yuan, 
respectively.

A meeting 
that signals 
pragmatic 
approach

a high-quality education system and 
delivering education that meets 
public expectations require the 
deepening of comprehensive 
reform in the education sector.

He underscored the importance of 
establishing a scientific evaluation 
system to serve as a guiding frame­
work, improving school governance, 
granting institutions greater autono­
my, and enhancing the rule of law 
and the level of management.

In alignment with the nation’s 
modernization drive and shifts in 
demographic structure, China must 
coordinate primary, higher and 
vocational education, and optimize 
both public and private investment 
to enable a more reasonable and 
efficient distribution of education 
resources, Xi said.

The president called for the edu­
cation sector to play a pioneering 
and foundational role in achieving a 
virtuous cycle between technologi­
cal innovation and homegrown tal­
ent development.

The nation must work toward 
breakthroughs in fundamental and 
interdisciplinary research through 
targeted initiatives, build innova­
tion platforms between universi­
ties, enterprises and local 
governments, and improve the effi­
ciency of translating scientific

ns.

Chinese tech 
a hit at Mobile
World Congress
GLOBAL LENS, PAGE 8

opening-up 
bear fruit Wk

breakthroughs into practical appli­
cations, he said.

He emphasized the need to refine 
talent development mechanisms to 
better align with economic and 
social demand, enhancing the quali­
ty of domestically trained profes­
sionals.

Xi also highlighted the need to 
carry out a national education digi­
talization strategy and build a life­
long learning society.

According to a draft budget 
report submitted to the third ses­
sion of the 14th National People’s 
Congress, which opened on 
Wednesday, the central government 
plans to increase its educational 
spending by 5 percent this year to 
174.44 billion yuan ($24 billion).

Meanwhile, funding of 80.95 bil­
lion yuan, up 11.5 percent year-on- 
year, will go to scholarships and 
student aid programs for university 
and high school students, the 
report said.

In his remarks, Xi also extended 
festive greetings to women of all 
ethnic groups and from all walks of 
life ahead of International Women’s 
Day, which falls on Saturday.

Fresh measures set to help 
create new growth drivers
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Experts call for swell in promotion of cruise industry

Kong-Macao

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/07/2025 3:21:47 PM

z
J

By FANG AIQING, ZHU XINGXIN 

and ZHAO RUIXUE

Contact the writers at
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Tiefo Temple has bestowed dignity 
upon the artifacts, the visitors, protec­
tors of the artifacts, as well as the local 
people living in die surrounding are­
as,” Lu said.

Against the backdrop of mist- 
shrouded skyscrapers and the mod­
em port facilities of downtown 
Qingdao in East China’s Shandong 
province, the cruise ship Europa 2 
glided gracefully through turquoise 
waters before docking at the Qing­
dao Cruise Home Port on Saturday 
afternoon.

Onboard were about 460 foreign 
travelers, mainly from Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland, who 
embarked on their cruise journey 
from Shanghai a week earlier and 
had previously berthed at Tianjin.

According to Qingdao’s culture 
and tourism bureau, the ship ran by 
the Hamburg-headquartered Hap­
ag-Lloyd Cruises, carried the largest

build Hainan into a demonstration 
province for marine tourism and 
Sansha city into an international 
marine tourism demonstration zone. 

He expressed hope that the trans­
portation, culture and tourism 
departments wall jointly promote and 
regulate the development of cruise 
tourism. “Not every city is suitable for 
developing a cruise home port Top- 
level design should be carried out 
based on the characteristics and 
development needs of each city to 
avoid homogenized competition and 
redundant construction,” he said.

Dai also advocated for more con­
venient cruise travel within the 
Guangdong-Hong
Greater Bay Area.

As “China Travel” becomes a new 
trend among foreign visitors, domes­
tic tourist destinations are improv-

The entire courtyard can accommo­
date a maximum of around 50 people. 

For those waiting in line, villagers 
provide them with chairs, parasols, 
drinks and sometimes performances 
to kill time, while interpreting the his­
torical and artistic value of the temple. 

The villagers are also engaged in 
tourist sendees such as guided tours, 
dining, accommodation and selling 
cultural products and local special­
ties. So far, cultural product sales have 
reached 1.65 million yuan ($228,000), 
earning more titan 150,000 yuan for 
the tillage community, Shen said.

Meanwhile, a growing number' of 
visitors are being attracted to

f w

Gaoping’s other precious but less­
er-known cultural heritage sites, 
significantly boosting the local 
tourism industry, Shen added.

Lu Yi, director of the Shanxi Acade­
my of Ancient Building, Painted 
Sculpture and Fresco Preservation, 
said, “It’s thanks to the protection by 
generations of villagers that the Tiefo 
Temple has survived.”

For example, the family of 78-year- 
old Wang Gaiying alone has been liv­
ing in the courtyard dwelling, 
guarding the temple and keeping it 
clean for three generations.

“While ensuring the safety of the 
artifacts, the approach taken by the

Tourists ride camels at the Mingsha Mountain and Crescent Spring Scenic Area in Dunhuang, Gansu province, last month. The tourist city
is renowned for desert landscape as well as Buddhist murals and grottoes, zhang xiaoliang / for china daily

I

ed foreign language guides in the 
hope of establishing a stable, profes­
sional team to better serve foreign 
tourists and promote the culture.

In January, they also conducted 
an English training program to 
ensure that tour guides, security 
staff, cleaners and ticket sellers are 
capable of basic conversations 
regarding dining, accommodation, 
transportation, sightseeing, shop­
ping and entertaining.

This year, more than 40 cruise 
ships are expected to dock at the 
Qingdao Cruise Home Port, dou­
bling the number from 2024.

To facilitate international cruise 
travelers, Qingdao has established a 
one-stop service center at its cruise 
home port, where foreign tourists 
can withdraw cash using major 
international credit cards, obtain 
SIM cards and access specialized 
boutique itineraries, said Pan Feng, 
director of the city’s culture and 
tourism bureau.

financial support be given to the oper­
ation of university museums, the res­
toration and digitization of their relic 
collections, and free access. Addition­
ally, he advocated for the involvement 
of piivate capital and resources.

Clarence Ling Chun-kit, a member 
of the 14th National Committee of 
the CPPCC and founding chairman 
of Hong Kong’s Chinese Young 
Entrepreneurs Association, said that 
die popularity of the scenes depicted 
in the hit movie Ne Zha 2 and the 
game Black Myth: Wukong has 
increased interest among young peo­
ple from Hong Kong to explore the 
Chinese mainland.

“For the young generation of Hong 
Kong, tiieir engagement and interac­
tions are key for them to deepen their 
understanding of Chinese culture and 
their connection with the mainland. 

“Therefore, it’s of great significance 
to integrate cultural resources and 
design for them themed routes that 
blend humanities, nature and tech­
nology — such as the explorations of 
the Silk Road, the relics of ancient civ­
ilizations, winter tours and high-tech 
hubs,” Ling said.

%

idden within a village 
community in Gaoping 
city, North China’s Shanxi 
province, the Tiefo Tem­

ple kept its exquisite 500-year-old 
painted sculptures low-profile for so 
long. It wasn’t until August that its 
72-square-meter main hall was 
opened to the public.

This move came shortly after the 
release of the blockbuster AAA video 
game, Black Myth: Wukong, which 
brought the ancient architecture that 
inspired 36 scenes in the game into 
the limelight. TheTiefo Temple is one 
of them.

Since August, an unprecedented 
number' of tourists have flooded to 
Gaoping. During holidays and on the 
weekends, visitor flow at the temple 
always reaches its daily cap of 3,OCX) 
people. On regular days, there are still 
400 to 500 travelers, according to 
Shen Fei, secretary of the leading Party 
members group for Gaoping’s culture 
and tourism bureau.

Visitors need to book online in 
advance and queue for a chance to 
glimpse the fragile sculptures from a 
safe distance. Sometimes, they wait in 
line for hours just to observe the 
sculptures for a few minutes.

Yet, Shen said, no negative feed­
back has been received from visitors. 
“They understand that the safety of 
the artifacts is the priority. The paint­
ed sculptures are so overwhelming 
that they don’t mind waiting.”

In recent years, China’s cultural 
tourism boom has driven heritage 
preservation organizations to contin­
uously reflect on the balance between 
protection and utilization. Just like the 
Tiefo Temple, wider public access to 
cultural heritage sites and museums 
lias been taken into consideration.

During this year’s two sessions, the 
annual gatherings of the National Peo­
ple’s Congress and the National Com­
mittee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference, Hang Kan, a 
deputy to the 14 th NPC and director of 
the Yungang Research Institute, 
which is in charge of the protection, 
research and administration of the 
Yungang Grottoes in Datong, Shanxi, 
suggested the implementation of a 
classification and evaluation system of 
cultural heritage sites.

He said that this aims to examine 
factors such as preservation condi­
tions, the surrounding environment 
and tourist capacities, and to assess 
whether a certain heritage site can be 
opened as a tourist destination on the 
premise of protection, determining 
the reasonable range of public access 
and identifying necessary adjust­
ments to meet the requirements for 
opening.

In the case of the Tiefo Temple, 
public access — based on continuous 
monitoring to guarantee the safety of 
the relics — has also benefited the 
local community of Mixi village, 
where the temple is located.

The temple was originally built no 
later than the 12th century and 
rebuilt during the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644). The main hall, though 
sitting obscure in a courtyard dwell­
ing, is home to 28 large statues of viv­
idly depicted deities.

Each of these sculptures, supported 
and shaped using iron wire, conveys 
bold and exaggerated body language 
and facial expressions, complement­
ed by delicately draped clothing and 
detailed armor and weapons.

Shen said discussions and prepara­
tions for the temple’s opening to the 
public actually started at the begin­
ning of last year. They have preserved 
the original nature of the community 
that the temple nestled in for centu­
ries and avoided major demolitions 
and reconstructions.

Usually, visitors enter the main hall 
in a group of a dozen people and can 
linger in an area of only about 6 sq m.

«
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tlie universities directly under the Min­
istry of Education have set up muse­
ums or art galleries. Many of these 
universities, especially those with 
archaeology or museology depart­
ments, have quality collections of cul­
tural relics, solid study into the art and 
history of the relics, as well as stories 
brought from archaeological sites.

These museums have the potential 
in hosting themed exhibitions and 
bridging exchanges and collabora­
tions between universities, while 
broadening students’ horizons and 
enhancing the social influence of 
these universities, he said.

Yang suggested that more public

inbound European tour group that 
Shandong has received since 2020. It 
is also the first international cruise 
ship to dock in the province this year. 

Last year, China implemented 18 
major measures to facilitate 
inbound foreign trips, including the 
current 240-hour visa-free transit 
eligible for foreigners from 54 coun­
tries, and 15-day visa-free group 
tours for cruise travel.

So far, the country has imple­
mented full visa exemptions with 26 
countries and unilateral visa exemp­
tions with 38 countries. All these 
preferable policies have resulted in 
an inbound trip boom.

According to the National Immi­
gration Administration, 64.88 mil­
lion entries and exits were made by 
foreigners in 2024, marking a year- 
on-year growth of 82.9 percent.

By FANG AIQING, ZHAO RUIXUE 

and ZHU XINGXIN

Greater access
To expand the availability of cultur­

al offerings, it’s meaningful to vitalize 
existing resources.

Yang Chaoming, a deputy to the 
14th NPC and a professor at the 
Advanced Institute for Confucian 
Studies at Shandong University, 
called for more free and open access 
to university museums.

He mentioned that the majority of

Enhanced understanding
For more than 1,500 years, the 

Yungang Grottoes have stood as a 
Buddhist art treasure trove with 
59,000 sculptures, and are a testa­
ment to East-West cultural 
exchanges in the 5 th century.

Last year, the UNESCO World Heri­
tage Site welcomed 45 million tour­
ists. The number of visits was 3.03 
million in 2023. Hang said a gratify­
ing change is that the low season is no 
longer slack—the site is often crowd­
ed with young, returning tourists in 
pursuit of a better visiting experience 
and a more comprehensive knowl­
edge of the heritage.

Hang noted that this is partly 
attributed to more convenient trans­
portation, and that Shanxi will con­
tinue to improve its road network to 
better serve the development of cul­
tural tourism.

Apart from improving infrastruc­
ture, experts have stressed the impor­
tance of research, interpretation and 
promotion of the historical and artis­
tic value of the cultural heritage.

Hang said that studies for some cul­
tural heritage items are far from suffi­
cient, resulting in tourists, 
enthusiasts of ancient buildings and 
cultural relics, as well as social media 
influencers, sometimes posting inac­
curate information and misconcep­
tions online, which may mislead a 
wider audience.

He said that cultural heritage pres­
ervation units need to establish an 
effective interpretation system and 
convey these professional explana­
tions to the general public.

Shanxi boasts more than 28,000 
ancient buildings and is home to 
more than 80 percent of China’s sur­
viving timber-framed structures from 
the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) and ear­
ner, according to the province’s cul­
tural heritage administration.

Lu said that many of these destina­
tions are worth visiting more titan 
once. As a professional with 20 years 
of experience in the cultural heritage 
preservation sector, he still makes 
fresh discoveries and finds new 
angles for interpretation and cura­
tion each time he visits places like the 
Foguang Temple on Mount Wutai.

He added that in the future, the 
interpretation and utilization of cul­
tural heritage will have to be cus­
tomized for people with different 
needs — such as those in the preser­
vation sector, the academic commu­
nity and the general public — and a 
mechanism that allows public wis­
dom to contribute to innovative 
content and ideas for cultural prod­
ucts is expected to be established.

Among them were more than 20 mil­
lion visa-free trips, which increased 
by 112.3 percent year-on-year.

Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics show that foreign travelers 
spent $94.2 billion in China last year, 
increasing by 77.8 percent year-on- 
year, while statistics from the Minis­
try of Natural Resources 
demonstrate that the marine tourism 
industry achieved an added value of 
1.6 trillion yuan ($221 billion), a year- 
on-year increase of 9.2 percent

During this year’s two sessions, Dai 
Bin, a member of the 14th National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference 
and president of the China Tourism 
Academy, called for more efforts to 
promote marine tourism, including 
measures to enhance specialized 
research and top-level design, and

ing services catering to then' needs. 
Hang Kan, a deputy to the 14th 

National People’s Congress and 
director of the Yungang Research 
Institute, which oversees the Yun­
gang Grottoes in Datong, Shanxi, 
has observed an influx of foreign vis­
itors to the grottoes in recent years. 

With more than 59,000 Buddhist 
statues, the 1,500-year-old grottoes, 
which were inscribed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 2001, bear 
witness to the local adaptation and 
secularization of Buddhist art in 
ancient China.

Hang explained that while sculp­
tures form a universal language, West­
erners are particularly drawn to large, 
three-dimensional statues. Compared 
to China’s many other grottoes, they 
exhibit more exotic influences result­
ing from East-West cultural 
exchanges. The historical connections 
make it easier for international tour­
ists to understand its culture.

He said that last year they recruit-
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Clockwise from left: Lion dancers perform on poles during the Spring Festival holiday in Luoyang, Henan province, on Feb 2. h ua ng zhengwei / for 
china daily Spanish tourists taste fruit tea in Shanghai in December, chen haoming/ for china daily Tourists flock to the Tiefo Temple in Gaoping, 
Shanxi province, in September. Buddhist statues from the temple are featured in the popular video game Black Myth: Wukong. prov id ed to ch ina daily
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The meetings are expected 
to reinforce the country’s com­
mitment to research and 
development, talent cultiva­
tion, and high-tech manufac­
turing. A renewed emphasis on 
industrial modernization will 
ensure that China remains 
competitive in the face of 
external challenges and shift­
ing global supply chains, while 
achieving environmental sus­
tainability and climate goals of 
peak carbon emissions before 
2030.

Beyond economic policy, the 
two sessions highlight China’s 
evolving approach to govern­
ance and representation. The 
NPC, with nearly 3,000 depu­
ties, reflects a broad cross-sec­
tion of Chinese society, 
including ethnic minorities, 
farmers, workers, and technical 
professionals, among others. 
The CPPCC National Commit­
tee, a consultative body, brings 
together political advisers from 
diverse fields to offer profes­
sional policy recommenda­
tions. This broad participation 
ensures that truly democratic 
and national decision-making 
considers a wide range of per­
spectives and societal needs. 

In an era of heightened glob­
al turbulence, Beijing’s 
approach to trade, regional sta­
bility and multilateral coopera­
tion will be of critical 
importance. The two sessions 
provide an opportunity for Chi­
na to signal its willingness to 
engage in constructive diplo­
macy while safeguarding its 
national interests. As global 
tensions persist, maintaining 
open channels of communica­
tion and fostering economic 
partnerships will be key to sus­
taining stability in the interna­
tional arena.

Perhaps one of the most 
striking aspects of the two ses­
sions is the efficiency and disci­
pline with which deliberations 
are conducted. Unlike the often 
gridlocked political systems 
seen elsewhere, China’s model 
of governance ensures that 
decisions are made swiftly and 
effectively through extensive 
democratic consultation and 
consensus building. The 
emphasis on long-term plan­
ning and policy continuity pro­
vides a level of stability that 
many other nations struggle to 
achieve. While the Chinese sys­
tem is distinct from Western 
models, its ability to execute 
strategic plans and adapt to 
global changes remains a point 
of interest for policymakers 
worldwide.

Among the key takeaways is 
the country’s unwavering com­
mitment to regional stability, 
global peace, and progress for a 
community of shared future. 
The positive expectations sur­
rounding the two sessions 
reflect not just confidence in 
China’s leadership and its 
political and economic sys­
tems, but also an acknowledg­
ment that its continued 
stability and development are 
vital to the broader global 
economy. With a clear road 
map for the future, China is 
poised to contribute more to 
manage the complexities of an 
evolving world order. 

One thing is certain: The two 
sessions remain a defining 
moment in China’s annual 
political and economic calen­
dar, providing not only close­
ups of China’s modem 
governance but also a reminder 
that different political systems 
can yield effective results. At a 
time when much of the world is 
grappling with volatility, the 
steady and pragmatic approach 
of China’s leadership offers a 
striking counterpoint for new 
thinking.

and entrepreneurs, stimulate market 
vitality and guide more investment to 
future industries and next-generation 
technologies.

According to the Government 
Work Report delivered on Wednesday 
at the opening meeting of die third 
session of the 14th NPC, China will 
strive to develop new quality produc­
tive forces in light of local conditions 
and accelerate the development of a 
modernized industrial system. This 
will require the fostering of emerg­
ing industries and industries of the 
future, such as biomanufacturing, 
quantum technology, embodied arti­
ficial intelligence and 6G technology. 

“Developing new quality produc­
tive forces will be key to boosting 
China’s long-term economic growth 
potential, with artificial intelligence 
— in which the United States and 
China are seeking to gain a competi­
tive edge — set for intensified devel­
opment,” said Li Chao, chief econo­
mist at Zheshang Securities. “Future 
industries could be a particular 
focus, and we anticipate new indus­
trial plans to outline their growth 
trajectories.”

Li said China will ramp up efforts 
to strengthen research in critical 
and revolutionary technologies and

By CUI JIA
ttiijia@chinadaily.com.m

Meanwhile, the construction of 
transportation infrastructure in 
the region has been comprehen­
sively accelerated, with the total 
operating mileage of railways 
reaching 9,092 kilometers and the 
total mileage of first-class express­
ways reaching 12,400 km. The 
region also has 27 civil airports.

The improved transportation 
network lias made traveling to and 
within Xinjiang easier and fester 
than ever, Erkin Tmiyaz said.

Furthermore, the region has 
continuously increased invest­
ment in people’s livelihoods, with 
over 77 percent of the regional 
government’s financial expendi­
ture being used for that purpose, 
he said.

He added that developing new 
quality productive forces has 
become an important focus for 
promoting high-quality develop­
ment, and the region has made 
plans to further develop in areas 
such as new and clean energy as 
well as computing power.

that religious activities are conduct­
ed in a safe and orderly manner.

Speaking at a joint group meet­
ing attended by national political 
advisers from the social sciences 
and press and publication sectors, 
Cai Qi, who is also a member of the 
Secretariat of the CPC Central 
Committee, said it is essential to 
strengthen cultural confidence and 
establish an independent knowl­
edge system in Chinese philosophy 
and social sciences.

Efforts should be made to con­
solidate and strengthen the main­
stream public opinion in the new 
era, focus on boosting confidence 
and promoting stability, create 
more high-quality works, and 
make the Chinese story better 
heard in the world, he said.

During a joint group discussion 
with national political advisers 
from the Hong Kong and Macao 
special administrative regions, 
Ding Xuexiang, who is also a vice­
premier, emphasized the impor­
tance of shouldering the significant 
mission of practicing the “one 
country, two systems” policy in 
the new era and safeguarding 
national security.

Speaking at a joint group meet­
ing attended by national political 
advisers from the Communist 
Youth League of China, the All-Chi­
na Youth Federation, the All-China 
Federation of Trade Unions and 
the All-China Women’s Federation, 
Li Xi, who is also secretary of the 
CPC Central Commission for Disci­
pline Inspection, called on them to 
provide suggestions on deepening 
reform and promoting high-quali­
ty development.

Jiangsu Provincial Department of 
Science and Technology, said a 
detailed action plan for the province 
to take die lead in the integration of 
technological and industrial innova­
tion will be drafted.

“We will focus on introducing 
strategies to make core technologi­
cal breakthroughs and support 
applied basic research, and we will 
also build industrial technology 
innovation centers with global influ­
ence,” Xu said.

During die deliberation session, 
Xu said the Jiangsu government’s 
investment in technological innova­
tion increased from 67.8 billion yuan 
($9.35 billion) in 2022 to 78.8 billion 

yuan last year, representing a growth 
of 16.2 percent Furthermore, efforts 
have been made to strengthen the 
construction of innovation plat­
forms, with three basic science cen­
ters established at provincial level in 
physics, applied madiematics and 
synthetic biology.

Zhang Junjie, vice-president of 
Nanjing First Hospital in Nanjing, 
the capital of Jiangsu, is a cardiolo­
gist who has been committed to the 
interventional diagnosis and treat­
ment of coronary heart disease, valv­
ular heart disease and hypertrophic 
obstructive cardiomyopathy.

Zhang said that Xi’s call for better 
integrating technological and indus­
trial innovation has made him more 
determined as a doctor to diligently 
study advanced medical technolo­
gies and treat patients with an even 
higher level of medical skills.

‘1 will continue to build bridges for 
the transformation of medical sci­
ence and technology achievements. I 
will make more medical innovations 
and make sure they can better bene­
fit the people,” he added.

Deputies to the 14th National Peo­
ple’s Congress from Jiangsu prov­
ince vowed to make solid efforts to 
ensure the province takes the lead in 
the integration of technological and 
industrial innovation in the country, 
as called for by President Xi Jinping 
on Wednesday.

Xi, who is also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman 
of the Central Military Commission, 
took part in a deliberation in Beijing 
with fellow deputies of the Jiangsu 
delegation at the third session of the 
14th National People’s Congress, 
China’s top legislature.

Zhao Jianjun, the mayor of Wuxi, 
Jiangsu, said he could tell from Xi’s 
interactions with fellow deputies on 
Wednesday that the president 
knows Jiangsu’s development situa­
tion veiy well and has very high 
hopes for the province, which is an 
economic powerhouse.

Zhao noted that it is the third 
consecutive year that Xi has taken 
part in deliberating with deputies 
from Jiangsu, and that Xi always 
points out the clear direction for the 
future development of Jiangsu and 
the country.

“He has emphasized the impor­
tance of the integration of techno­
logical and industrial innovation as 
well as advancing in-depth reform 
and high-standard opening-up. He 
has also made it clear... that Jiangsu 
should take the lead in those areas in 
tiie country?’ Zhao said, adding that 
the development of Wuxi and Jiang­
su as a whole reflects the overall 
high-quality development of China. 

Xu Guanghui, director of the

accelerate major tech projects. 
“In this push, private enterpris­

es — recognized as key drivers of 
innovation with high efficiency — 
are expected to play a greater role, 
particularly in application-driven 
breakthroughs, complementing the 
nation’s investments in fundamental 
research,” he added.

At the news conference on Thurs­
day, Pan Gongsheng, governor of the 
People’s Bank of China, the country’s 
central bank, said China will launch 
a science and technology board in the 
bond market this year, as the country' 
increases its commitment to provid­
ing financial support for technologi­
cal innovation.

Ming Ming, chief economist at CIT- 
IC Securities, said: “The launch of a 
science and technology board in the 
bond market is not just an innovation 
in financing tools, but a key break­
through in the system of financial 
support for technological innovation.” 

In addition, the central bank will 
optimize its lending program for 
technological innovation and techni­
cal transformation, increasing the 
program’s size from 500 billion yuan 
to between 800 billion and 1 trillion 
yuan.

All
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with changes and vitality,” said 
El'kin Thniyaz.

In particular, since the 18th 
National Congress of the Commu­
nist Party of China in 2012, efforts 
have been made to vigorously pro­
mote high-quality development, 
expand high-level opening-up, cre­
ate a high-quality life for the peo­
ple, adopt efficient governance, 
ensure high-level security, and 
drive historic changes in all under­
takings in Xinjiang, he said.

He added that the region, which 
this year is celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of its establishment, 
enjoys a good situation of social sta­
bility and people living and working 
in peace and contentment, while 
China’s modernization has made 
solid new strides in Xinjiang.

The region’s GDP has increased 
from 930.69 billion yuan in 2015 to 
2.05 trillion yuan in 2024, with an 
average annual growth rate of 6.1 
percent. The average annual per 
capita disposable income of resi­
dents increased from 16,859 yuan to 
30,899 yuan in that same period, 
with an average annual growth rate 
of 7 percent

J

through technological innovation. 
On Thursday, Li also participat­

ed in a deliberation on the Govern­
ment Work Report with deputies 
to the National People’s Congress, 
China’s top legislature, from Hebei 
province. He urged Hebei to take 
active steps to promote coordinat­
ed development of the Beijing- 
Tianjin-Hebei region and advance 
the construction of Xiong’an New 
Area with high standards and 
high quality.

Speaking at a joint group meet­
ing attended by national political 
advisers from the China Zhi Gong 
Dang, the All-China Federation of 
Returned Overseas Chinese and the 
sector of friendship with foreign 
countries, Zhao Leji, who is also 
chairman of the NPC Standing 
Committee, emphasized the need 
to broadly unite people, build con­
sensus, pool wisdom and consoli­
date strength in promoting Chinese 
modernization.

Zhao called for leveraging the 
advantage of the overseas Chinese 
community, and uniting then' hearts 
and pooling their strengths to con­
tribute to deepening reform and pro­
moting high-quality development 

During a group discussion with 
national political advisers from reli­
gious bodies, Wang Huning, who is 
also chairman of the CPPCC Nation­
al Committee, said it is important to 
comprehensively implement the 
basic principles of the Party for reli­
gious work and actively guide the 
religions practiced in China to 
adapt to a socialist society.

Wang underlined the need to 
enhance the rule of law in the gov­
ernance of religious affairs to ensure 

Furthermore, the import and 
export volume of the Xinjiang 
pilot FTZ reached about 189.98 
billion yuan last year, accounting 
for 43.66 percent of Xinjiang’s 
total volume.

Besides continuing to develop the 
Xinjiang pilot FTZ, the region will 
also accelerate the process of devel­
oping itself as the core area of the 
BRI, Erkin Tuniyaz said.

‘We will step up efforts to build 
the regional capital of Urumqi into 
a regional center for international 
trade and logistics, an international 
inbound cargo distribution center, 
and a multifunctional international 
aviation hub geared toward Central 
and West Asia,” he said.

The economy of the region has 
continued to develop rapidly, and 
social undertakings have pro­
gressed comprehensively, he said. 

“Xinjiang has embarked on a 
great journey from backwardness 
to progress, from poverty to pros­
perity, and from isolation to open­
ness. The vast land of over 1.6 
million square kilometers is filled

Senior officials attend a news conference focused on the economy 
for the third session of the 14th National People’s Congress in Beijing 
on Thursday, zhang wei / china daily

Deputies vow to heed. Xi’s call for 
advancing high-quality development

Deputies from Guizhou province receive interviews in Beijing on Thursday after a group meeting of the 
Guizhou delegation at the third session of the 14th National People's Congress, China's top legislature. 
KUANG LINHUA / CHINA DAILY
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Senior Chinese leaders joined 
national political advisers on 
Thursday in Beijing for different 
group discussions during the third 
session of the 14th National Com­
mittee of the Chinese People’s Politi­
cal Consultative Conference, the 
nation’s top political advisory body. 

The leaders who attended the 
meetings were Li Qiang, Zhao 
Leji, Wang Huning, Cai Qi, Ding 
Xuexiang and Li Xi, all members 
of the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee. 

While participating in a joint 
group meeting with national politi­
cal advisers from the economic and 
agricultural sectors, Li Qiang, who 
is also Chinese premier, said that 
the nation’s development still feces 
many difficulties and challenges.

To achieve the development 
goals set for this year, it is necessary 
to enhance forward-looking, tar­
geted and effective macroeconom­
ic regulation, he said.

A more proactive fiscal policy 
should be implemented, with 
focus on the combined effects of 
the scale, emphasis and pace of 
expenditure, Li said, adding that a 
moderately loose monetary policy 
should be adopted to ensure more 
abundant financing support for 
the real economy.

He underlined the need to 
expand and strengthen the dynam­
ics of the domestic market, stimu­
late consumption, boost economic 
vitality by deepening reform, and 
unleash economic potential

By CAO DESHENG
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn
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Zhu Huarong, NPC deputy, chairman of Changan Automobile 
Repeated investments by individual companies in researching 

international markets lead to significant resource waste. A unified 

platform would enhance collective efficiency and risk resilience. I sug­
gest China build a shared database covering international policies, 
regulations, climate patterns, infrastructure and cultural practices.

Qi Xlumln, NPC deputy, director of Hebei Qixin Law Firm 
Stricter regulations of college application consultancies, many 

of which spread misleading information and exploit the anxiety of 

high school graduates, are needed. Through investigation, I found 
wide price variations and potential risks of misguidance.

LiuShicheng and WangSiyuan
contributed to this story.

By ZHENG WANYIN in London 
zhengwanyin@mail.chinadailyuk.com

ly” three times in his video speech. 
“Bridges one after another have 

connected China and the United 
States across the Pacific, leaving us 
deeply interwoven,” he said, outlin­
ing how the two countries have 
been linked tightly in the economy 
over die past decades.

He is right. Around 73,000 Amer­
ican companies are investing in 
China, and bilateral trade last year 
exceeded $680 billion.

As Xie had left the US and is now 
in Beijing attending the annual two 
sessions, he explained to the audi­
ence in the video that he could not 
join them in person and was glad to 
see “so many young friends contin­
ue to care for China-US relations” 

Calling to join hands in the new 
round of scientific and technologi­
cal revolution and industrial trans­
formation, Xie said, “What we need 
is not a technological blockade, but 
‘deep seeking1 for human progress.”

Belinda
Schaepe

By YAN DONGJDE in Beijing 
and WU YONG in Shenyang

Contact the writers at
yundo ngjie@chmadaily.com.cn

Contact the writer at
zhangyuribi@chinadaily.com.cn

What a remarkable echo to the viral 
name “DeepSeek”.

The major visions pursued by 
China in recent decades, such as the 
12-year-old Belt and Road Initiative, 
also serve as a convincing reminder 
of how and why the country has 
been going deep and seeking mutu­
al benefits with partners.

Liao Liqiang, the Chinese ambas­
sador to Egypt and a member of the 
14th National Committee of the 
CPPCC, noted in a recent article 
that China and Egypt have made a 
leap forward in their ties over the 
past “Golden Decade” and have 
seen “a deep synergy between the 
BRI and Egypt’s Vision 2030” 

Pakistan, a partner with China in 
rolling out the BRI and China-Paki­
stan Economic Corridor, is consid­
ering sending a Pakistani astronaut 
to the Chinese space station. This 
has made headlines before the 
opening of this year’s two sessions. 

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif witnessed the signing of a 
cooperation agreement on potential 
spaceflight on Feb 28 in Islamabad. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin 
Jian was also asked about this news 
for comment at the daily news con­

ference on Monday. Lin said, “We 
focus on sharing with all humanity 
the results of China’s development 
and offer opportunities for coopera­
tion in China’s space station.”

After the news conference, 
Muhammad Asghar, a correspond­
ent for the Associated Press of Paki­
stan in China, told me, “China is 
doing a big thing to take along oth­
er countries, neighboring countries, 
giving them a chance.”

Regarding the rapidly changing 
global and regional landscapes, 
going deep and harnessing long­
term, win-win results sounds unreal­
istic for some people. Many scholars 
and readers asked me how China 
would approach the overarching 
goal it set for its major-country diplo­
macy with Chinese characteristics — 
building a community with a shared 
future for mankind.

Now the answer could not be 
even more evident. China will 
achieve this goal of “seeking deep” 
alongside various nations. 

As an ancient Chinese idiom 
goes, “Still water runs deep.”

The
Chinese 

Jiang Shengnan, CPPCC National Committee member, writer
The Chinese mainland has been wholeheartedly promoting Chi­

nese culture and is fully prepared for the release of We Zha 2 in Tai­

wan. Good work is appreciated worldwide. Even though the Taiwan 
authorities may block the screening of We Zha 2 on the island, 

they cannot prevent Taiwan people from traveling to the Chinese
mainland or the Hong Kong SAR to watch the movie.

While China-based Al engine 
newcomer DeepSeek captured 
attention and garnered support 
from app users and stock market 
traders, “deep” and “seek” coinci­
dentally resonate with the country’s 
longstanding commitments and 
endeavors across various domains, 
including foreign policy'. 

Exactly, China has been going 
quite deep, seeking peace and 
development with like-minded 
countries including the vast num­
ber of Global South nations, and 
even those who have publicly tried 
to coerce China.

Some seasoned Chinese diplo­
mats also serve as the country’s 
political advisers, that is, members 
of the National Committee of Chi­
nese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference.

The word “deep” also stands out 
among some of their recent public 
comments.

Take one of the diplomats — Chi­
nese Ambassador to the United 
States Xie Feng — as an example.

When addressing Duke Universi­
ty students and faculty at the Duke- 
UNC China Leadership Summit on 
Feb 28, Xie mentioned “deep/deep-

ing an innovation base for new 
chemical material productivity. He 
recommends that the state set up 
special funds and policies to sup­
port the construction of a new pro­
ductivity innovation park in the 
Shenyang Chemical Industry Park. 

“Upgrading the industrial park 
to a scientific innovation park will 
create a central platform for new 
quality productive forces research 
and development, serving the 
chemical industry’s advantageous 
development in Northeast China,” 
Xu said.

“Last year, I proposed the estab­
lishment of industry research com­
munities, which received responses 
from the Ministry of Science and 
Technology and other depart­
ments. This year, the Government 
Work Report emphasized the deep 
integration of scientific and indus­
trial innovation, which gratified 
me,” he said.

“The Chinese government and 
the Communist Party of China 
recognize and support those who 
work diligently, regardless of their 
origins or party membership,” said 
the scientist, who returned to Chi­
na after more than a decade of 
working abroad.

To Chinese students and expatri­
ates studying and working abroad, 
Xu said, “The doors of your home­
land are always open to you. We 
welcome you to return and partici­
pate in the construction of the 
country, utilize your skills, and real­
ize your life values.”

Method for Producing Phenolic 
Resin” to Professor Tang Lifu’s 
widely used tripod centrifuge in 
industrial production, the universi­
ty has witnessed the rise of the 
nation’s chemical industry, as one 
of the earliest chemical engineer­
ing universities in Northeast China. 

“One of our latest developments, 
a million-metric-ton ethylene com­
pressor, is breaking the monopoly 
of foreign technology. Additionally, 
nearly 10 listed companies founded 
by our alumni are creating new 
industrial legends in fields such as 
semiconductor electronic chemi­
cals,” Xu said.

In Tashkent, Uzbekistan, a school 
supported by SUCT will soon allow 
local youth to learn about Liao­
ning’s smart industrial technolo-

China’s successful mass deploy­
ment of clean energy can play a piv­
otal role in the global green 
transition by serving as a reference 
model and providing cost-effective 
products accessible to all, said Belin­
da Schaepe, a China policy analyst 
at the Helsinki-based Centre for 
Research on Energy and Clean Air. 

Green development and ecologi­
cal conservation are the focus of 
lawmakers and advisers who gather 
in Beijing for the annual sessions of 
the National People’s Congress and 
the National Committee of the Chi­
nese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference. Schaepe noted that the 
clean energy industry is now a key 
factor not only in China’s climate 
efforts but also in its broader eco­
nomic and industrial policies.

A February analysis by experts at 
the CREA published on Carbon 
Brief, a United Kingdom-based cli­
mate website, said clean energy sec­
tors drove a quarter of China’s GDP 
growth last year, with sales and 
investments worth 13.6 trillion yuan 
($1.9 trillion).

China’s investment in clean ener­
gy was close to the total global 
amount put into fossil fuels last year, 
and it was similar to the overall size 
of Saudi Arabia’s economy, the anal­
ysis also highlighted.

“This demonstrates that large- 
scale clean energy deployment can 
drive economic growth rather than 
hinder it, challenging outdated nar­
ratives that decarbonization is a 
drag on GDP,” Schaepe said. “As Chi­
na’s green development accelerates, 
this creates opportunities for all to 
share the growing pie in returns 
from the production and deploy­
ment of clean energy.”

China lias made clean products 
affordable for all countries, as the 
domestic scale-up of manufacturing 
has driven down costs dramatically, 
Schaepe said. Together with interna­
tional partners, China can also collab­
orate to promote green financing, 
especially for emerging economies. 

“Many emerging countries need 
large-scale clean energy infrastruc­
ture and want to develop the under­
lying industries but face financing 
constraints,” she said. “China, along 
with multilateral institutions and 
Western partners, could work 
together to enhance green financing 
mechanisms and technology trans­
fer to build up production capacity 
for clean technologies and enable a 
faster uptake in renewables with 
those countries.”

Members from the social science group talk with each others before a panel discussion at the third session of the 14th National Commit­
tee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference in Beijing, on Thursday, wang jing / china daily

Peng Shou, NPC deputy, academician of the Chinese Academy of 
Engineering

As public demand for key building functions such as sound insula­
tion and power generation continues to rise, along with the country's 

substantial demand for rigid and improved housing accelerating the 
research, development, and application of new building materials has

become key to ensuring that suitable materials support the construction of good 

houses. To achieve this, it is recommended to expedite the establishment of a nation­

al-level innovation center for building material applications. 

TANG YINGZI. JIANG CHENGLONG AND LI SHANGYI

China’s clean energy industry drives 
economic growth and progress

At COP29 in 
Baku, Azerbaijan, 
China announced 
that it has voluntar­
ily provided 177 bil­
lion yuan in project 
funding since 2016 
to support develop­
ing countries in 
tackling climate 
change.

The rhetoric of “overcapacity”, 
which accuses China’s clean energy 
sector of benefiting from so-called 
unfair subsidies, has been circulat­
ingfora while, stemming the flow of 
the competitively priced low-carbon 
products.

While there is government sup­
port, “China’s clean energy' leader­
ship is the result of a combination of 
factors that are often overlooked” 
Schaepe said.

Over the past two decades, long­
term policy guidance at both the 
national and provincial levels has 
driven the emergence of a pool of 
globally strong companies, she said, 
noting that China’s strategic invest­
ment in research and development 
and its domestic supply chain resil­
ience are accountable.

Meanwhile, the vast home market 
and fierce competition among Chi­
nese companies have further acceler­
ated efficiency gains and cost 
reductions, she said. “Success 
requires a holistic approach that 
includes infrastructure development, 
supply chain coordination, large- 
scale deployment policies, and com- 
petition-driven innovation,” she said. 

As 2025 emerges as a crucial junc­
ture for China, the nation is setting 
the stage for the 15 th Five-Year Plan 
(2026-30) and revising its National­
ly Determined Contributions, essen­
tial climate action strategies within 
the 2015 Paris Agreement. Schaepe 
expressed optimism for sustained 
progress in clean energy develop­
ment, supported by a more ambi­
tious target for domestic 
deployment rates.

“If China continues its current 
clean energy deployment trends, it 
could achieve the emissions reduc­
tions needed to align with the Paris 
Agreement’s targets by 2035. At the 
current rate, renewable energy 
capacity could reach around 5,000 
gigawatts by then, cutting power sec­
tor emissions by a third,” she said. 
“The challenge ahead is ensuring this 
growth is sustainable” she added.

An ambitious emission reduction 
target, including a clear, strong tra­
jectory' on phasing down coal con­
sumption, is also essential, Schaepe 
said.

Zhang Yunbi 
Reporter's log

What NPC deputies and CPPCC National 
Committee members say

gies online. ‘This initiative aims to 
train local employees for Chinese 
enterprises abroad and create 
opportunities for local youth to 
study in China,” Xu said. The uni­
versity is actively building interna­
tional innovation cooperation 
bases.

“Besides our neighboring coun­
tries like South Korea and Japan, 
we are also collaborating with 
developed countries such as Cana­
da and the UK in areas like energy' 
chemical engineering, and 
resource conversion, contributing 
to Liaoning’s role as a hub for open 
cooperation in Northeast Asia,” he 
added.

This stems from the university’s 
tradition of international educa­
tion, which began in the 1950s. 
Today, students from 66 countries 
study chemical engineering-related 
majors here, with a high proportion 
from countries involved in the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

As a CPPCC National Committee 
member, Xu’s proposals at this year’s 
two sessions focus on two main top­
ics. First, he suggests including more 
universities with industry-specific 
strengths in the national Double 
First-Class initiative.

“Liaoning originally had nearly 
20 ministry-owned industry-affili­
ated national universities, but they 
all became provincially managed, 
limiting their development due to 
resource and channel constraints,” 
Xu said.

He hopes the State will consider 
incorporating more former indus­
try-affiliated universities into the 
Double First-Class initiative to lev­
erage their advantages in serving 
related industries.

Second, he advocates establish­

As the president of a long-estab­
lished university in Liaoning prov­
ince, Xu Guangwen often 
contemplates how to preserve the 
distinctive strengths of traditional 
disciplines while adapting to con­
temporary trends. His goal is to 
deeply integrate the cultivation of 
high-quality innovative talents 
with Liaoning’s industrial transfor­
mation and upgrading.

During an exclusive interview 
with China Daily, Xu, a member of 
the 14th National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consulta­
tive Conference, emphasized that 
talent development and technolog­
ical innovation stand as our core 
missions, essential for translating 
research achievements into tangi­
ble productivity.

In the 1980s, Xu’s Shenyang Uni­
versity of Chemical Technology 
established the country’s first uni­
versity student social practice 
team.

The university' collected numer­
ous technical challenges from 
enterprises and publicly posted 
them on campus. Faculty provided 
technical guidance while students 
enthusiastically participated in 
tackling these challenges and 
engaged in the front line of scientif­
ic research and innovation.

“Many students who explored 
the chemical plants in Shenyang 40 
years ago are now key figures in 
overcoming critical technological 
challenges and revitalizing Liaon­
ing’s traditional industries,” Xu 
said.

Ranging from Professor Zhao 
Mingyu’s award-winning “Acetal
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governme 
nt and the
Communist Party of 
China recognize and 
support those who 
work diligently, 
regardless of their 
origins or party 
membership.” 
Xu Guangwen, member of 
CPPCC National Committee 
and president of Shenyang 
University of Chemical Tech­
nology
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Washington urged to show right approach, readiness for dialogue
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services and launch pilot zones for 
innovative service trade develop­
ment.

Unlike goods trade, trade in servi­
ces refers to the sales and delivery of 
intangible services such as transpor­
tation, tourism, telecommunica-

By CUI JIA

cuijia @chinadaily. com.cn
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as a leading trading nation.
China’s trade partnerships have 

become more diverse, with the 
country now a major trading part­
ner for more than 150 nations. Trade 
between China and economies par­
ticipating in the Belt and Road Initi­
ative accounted for more than half 
of its total foreign trade for the first 
time last year, according to the Min­
istry of Commerce.

To mitigate risks caused by the US 
tariff hikes, Ningbo Xingye Shengtai 
Group Co, a copper alloy strip man­
ufacturer in Zhejiang province, has 
shifted its market focus toward 
emerging economies such as Viet­
nam and Brazil.

“Previously, the US was our pri­
mary export destination. However, 
with growing uncertainties, we are 
now looking to explore more new 
markets such as Southeast Asian 
countries,” said Yu Zhongting, head 
of the company’s foreign trade unit. 

The company’s export value sur­
passed 20 million yuan ($2.76 mil­
lion) m the first two months of this 
year, with orders already secured 
through the end of the year, accord­
ing to Ningbo Customs.

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan@chinadaily.com.cn
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Deputies of the Xizang delegation convene a panel discussion during the third session of the 14th 
National People’s Congress in Beijing on Thursday, discussing regional development and national 
policies. FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY

With some media and observers 
alleging that China is using the wid­
ening US-European Union diver­
gence to draw Europe to its side, Lu 
Shaye, special representative of the 
Chinese government on European 
affairs, said that China “does not 
need to do so,” and China’s foreign 
policy is to make friends with all.

Lu, a member ofthe 14th National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference 
and former Chinese ambassador to 
France, made the comments in an 
interview on the sidelines of the 
annual two sessions.

Talking about the countermeas­
ures the Chinese government took 
this week against Washington’s tar­
iff levy policy of “pressuring, coer­
cion and even blackmail” against 
China, he said, “I am very much 
supportive” of the countermeas­
ures.

The seasoned diplomat observed 
that the US is adopting assertive 
and bullying policies toward 
Europe, and urged them to have an 
understanding of the Chinese gov­
ernment’s foreign policy.

He said, “Given the way (the US) 
is treating its allies, I would feel a lit­
tle bit disappointed and betrayed, if 
I were in their shoes.”

He urged friends in Europe to 
find the difference between the pol­
icies of Washington and the Chi­
nese government toward them. 
“Then there will be a sharp contrast 
that highlights peace, friendship, 
goodwill and a win-win situation of 
China’s foreign policy’; which is 
“more visionary, more just and 
more reasonable”, he added.

The independent, peaceful and 
mutually beneficial foreign policy 
that China is practicing “has ena­
bled us to make more and more 
friends on the international stage”, 
he said. “China has always been 
right there, hasn’t it?”

Some people have said that the 
way Washington has been treating 
the EU recently represents “an 
opportunity for China-Europe rela­
tions”. According to Lu, such state­
ments sound “as if China is trying to 
take advantage of others’ misfor­
tunes or something’:

“With or without such a current 
US policy toward Europe, China’s 
Europe policy is to advocate peace, 
friendship, cooperation and a win­
win situation, and we have never 
changed,” he said, adding that Chi­
na is not going to alienate other 
countries.

“I hope that our friends in 
Europe can be somewhat inspired 

Jieyang, a coastal city in Guang­
dong province, is accelerating die 
development of its green petro­
chemical and marine economy 
industries while prioritizing five 
additional key sectors to achieve 
high-quality growth, the city’s top 
official said.

tions, advertising, education, com­
puting and accounting.

Reflecting on China’s trade resil­
ience hi recent years, Wang reaf­
firmed the government's confidence 
in stabilizing foreign trade and 
strengthening the country’s position

China is open to dialogue with the 
United States on an equal footing to 
address mutual concerns but will 
firmly defend its interests if Wash­
ington continues its tariff hikes and 
protectionist policies, the country’s 
top commerce official said on Thurs­
day.

Speaking at an economy-themed 
news conference during the ongo­
ing annual legislative meetings, 
Commerce Minister Wang Wentao 
said the US tariff escalations and 
other protectionist measures have 
disrupted normal economic and 
trade relations between the two 
nations, while destabilizing global 
supply chains and hindering eco­
nomic growth.

The US government doubled the 
additional tariff on all Chinese 
imports to 20 percent earlier this 
week, reinforcing its tariff strategy. 

“These moves will inevitably 
harm US businesses and serve as a 
typical example of irrational deci­
sion-making,” Wang said.

The commerce minister stressed

The Xizang autonomous region 
will continue promoting national, 
civic and rule of law education 
despite repeated criticism and 
interference from the 14th Dalai 
Lama and his followers, the 
region’s chairman said.

The importance of such educa­
tion is widely recognized in both 
Eastern and Western countries, as 
well as across China, Xizang 
Chairman Gama Cedain said dur­
ing a panel discussion with the 
Xizang delegation at the ongoing 
annual session of the 14th Nation­
al People’s Congress in Beijing. 

“This work aligns with the inter­
ests of the people and is welcomed 
by tiie public, including monks 
and nuns,” Gama Cedain said. 
“But it has been smeared by the 
14th Dalai Lama and his follow­
ers.”

He accused Western anti-China 
forces of supporting the Dalai

Commerce Minister Wang Wentao (center), China Securities Reg­
ulatory Commission Chairman Wu Qing (left) and National Devel­
opment and Reform Commission Director Zheng Shanjie attend a 
news conference during the third session of the 14th National Peo­
ple’s Congress in Beijing on Thursday, zhang wei / china daily
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that there are no winners in a trade 
war and that the US’ unilateral 
actions contradict global economic 
trends, triggering widespread con­
cern and opposition from the inter­
national community.

“If the US truly seeks solutions, it 
should act with the responsibility of 
a major power and adopt the right 
approach to engagement,” Wang 
said, adding that the two sides could 
meet at an appropriate time and 
that their teams should engage in 
communication as soon as possible. 

Amid geopolitical tensions and 
rising protectionism, Wang said 
China will focus on policy reinforce­
ment and expanding trade in servi­
ces to stabilize foreign trade this 
year.

To overcome challenges and 
advance high-quality trade develop­
ment, he said new support policies 
will be swiftly assessed, formulated 
and implemented as needed.

Highlighting trade in services as a 
key growth point for foreign trade, 
Wang said the government will pro­
mote openness, establish supportive 
platforms, fully implement the neg­
ative list for cross-border trade in 
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tive policy toward 
China.”

When asked 
whether it is possi­

ble for Beijing and Brussels to carry 
forward good policies such as 
resuming the EU’s frozen ratifica­
tion of China-EU Comprehensive 
Agreement on Investment, Lu said 
Europe should reflect on whether 
its past policies toward China were 
reasonable, correct and feasible, 
and on this basis, “all issues 
between China and Europe can be 
discussed.”

“It’s better to talk than not to talk, 
and there is always a chance to 
solve problems when you talk. But 
if you don’t talk, you don’t have a 
chance to solve them.”

He said Europe should break 
away from ‘Value-oriented diplo­
macy” and return to pragmatic 
cooperation, as China-Europe coop­
eration will do more good to 
Europe, which is facing economic 
difficulties.

The two sides can strengthen 
economic and trade cooperation 
and expand cooperation space in 
emerging areas, such as green econ­
omy and digital economy, he said. 

Referring to China’s easing of 
visa policies last year for foreign vis­
itors to China, Lu noted that the 
number of French visitors arriving 
in China has doubled.

“This allows foreigners to learn 
about China more, and this exposes 
Chinese people to more foreigners, 
which is also an important step for 
our country to further expand its 
opening-up.

“We will do whatever is condu­
cive to expanding opening-up. So 
we ask our foreign friends to rest 
assured that China’s door will open 
wider and wider.”

When asked about the Ukraine 
crisis, the envoy said the Chinese 
government has consistently advo­
cated for a peaceful settlement of 
the conflict.

Regarding some countries’ pro­
posal of sending peacekeeping 
troops to Ukraine, Lu said, “Peace­
keeping operations should be 
decided by the United Nations, not 
by a backroom deal settled by cer­
tain countries.”

“We should respect the status of 
the UN, and China upholds the idea 
that we should firmly safeguard the 
international system with the UN 
at its core, and we should not kick 
the UN out of the way.” 
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By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangy uribi @chinadaily.com.cn

Nation ‘does not need to’ exploit frayed 
ties between them, says special envoy

Zeng Fengbao, the 
city’s Communist 
Party secretary and 
deputy to the 14th 
National
Congress, 

People’s 
empha­

sized Jieyang’s com­
mitment to envi­
ronmentally friendly 
development as it

builds its petrochemical industry.
A cornerstone of this effort is Chi­

na National Petroleum Corp’s 
Guangdong petrochemical project, 
which has adopted advanced envi­
ronmental protection technologies 
to achieve ultra-low emissions, a 
waste water reuse rate exceeding 70 
percent and full compliance in solid 
waste treatment.

According to Zeng, the 70.2 bil­
lion yuan ($9.7 billion) project is 
the company’s largest single invest­
ment. The company lias linked the 
project to efforts to promote sup- 
ply-side structural reform and 
accelerate the transformation and 
upgrading of China’s refining and 
chemical industries.

The Guangdong plant has the 
capacity to process more than 20 
million metric tons of crude oil 
annually, along with 2.6 million 
tons of aromatic hydrocarbon and 
1.2 million tons of ethylene. It also 
produces more than 20 types of oil 
products and 200 types of chemical 
products, playing a pivotal role in 
tiie Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area’s development.

These products are used in high- 
end industries, including aero­
space, railway and maritime 
transportation, agriculture, health­
care, construction and electronics. 

Since commencing full opera­
tions in 2023, tiie project has pro­
cessed more than 36 million tons of 
crude oil, generating over 200 bil­
lion yuan in output value and 30 
billion yuan in tax revenue, Zeng 
said.

Jieyang’s green petrochemical 
industry aims to grow to more than 
200 billion yuan in scale within the 
next two to three years.

Meanwhile, the city government 
plans to vigorously develop its 
marine economy, focusing on off­
shore wind power, hydrogen ener­
gy storage, ocean ranching and 
offshore equipment manufactur­
ing. These efforts aim to strengthen 
and expand Jieyang’s industrial 
advantages.

Zeng announced plans to build 
an industrial cluster worth more 
than 800 billion yuan within three 
years.

To support these goals, he urged 
city departments to adopt an 
“everything for the enterprise” 
approach, treating business affairs 
as their own.

“With further policy and meas­
ure support, we will wholehearted­
ly assist and empower enterprises,” 
he said.

“We will spare no effort to create 
an efficient and clean government, 
a fair and competitive market and a 
transparent legal environment for 
investors and entrepreneurs world­
wide.”

Infrastructure development is 
also a priority. The city government 
plans to invest 20 billion yuan this 
year in major transportation infra­
structure and urban highway net­
works to strengthen connectivity 
between Jieyang and other cities.

Jieyang’s goals are within reach, 
in part due to its 300,000-ton-ca- 
pacity deep-water port, which has 
20 port berths either operational or 
under construction. It is also home 
to China’s first wind power “home 
port”.

Last year, Jieyang’s port cargo 
throughput reached 70.85 million 
tons, an 18.9 percent increase from 
the previous year. The city’s GDP 
grew 3.9 percent during the same 
period, ranking sixth in Guangdong 
in terms of growth rate.

Lama and attempting to under­
mine these efforts.

“But we won’t be swayed,” he 
said.

Under the leadership of the cen­
tral government and with nation­
wide support, Xizang has 
maintained stability and contin­
ued development, the chairman 
said.

“This ensures a stronger sense 
of security, greater satisfaction 
and a better quality of life for our 
people.”

Gama Cedain also highlighted 
the region’s economic and cultural 
progress, noting that as the auton­
omous region marks its 60th anni­
versary this year, it has seen no 
major violent incidents for 17 con­
secutive years.

He also expressed gratitude for 
support from various provinces 
and sectors after a 6.8 magnitude 
earthquake struck Dingri county 
in Shigatse city in January, killing 
126 people.

Improved infrastructure in the 
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high-altitude region has helped 
accelerate disaster response, he 
said.

“Thanks to the airport in Dingri, 
which began operations at the end 
of 2022, relief forces reached the 
epicenter just 30 minutes after the 
quake,” the chairman said. “Such a 
rapid response would have been 
unimaginable in the past.”

Wang Fanghong, a deputy to the 
Xizang delegation and mayor of 
Shigatse, said reconstruction 
began on Wednesday, demonstrat­
ing the advantages of China’s 
socialist system.

Classes also resumed on 
Wednesday for all 47,000 students 
from 243 schools damaged in the 
quake, he said.

‘We will ensure new homes 
meet residents’ expectations and 
incorporate traditional designs,” 
Wang said. “The planning and 
design work is nearly complete, 
and all those who lost homes in 
the quake will move into new 
housing by the end of October.” 
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ing Trump’s first presidency, which the 
Joe Biden administration intensified in 
order to outcompete China. And by 
appointing China hawks in his cabinet, 
especially in his security team, the US 
president has made clear his goal of 
winning the competition with China. 

China has no intention of replacing 
the US as the global leader. But it 
should firmly defend its right to devel­
opment in the face of the US’ persistent 
containment policy.

The fierce trade conflict during 
Thump’s first presidency failed to con­
tain China’s rise, it is unlikely that the 
US administration this time will suc­
ceed in getting concessions from China. 
In 2024, the US’ total trade deficit hit a 
new high, up about 50 percent from 
2017 when Thump launched the tariff 
war, while its trade deficit with China 
decreased by about 20 percent during 
the same period. In contrast, China’s 
foreign trade hit a new high, up about 
50 percent from 2017.

With various favorable factors con­
verging, 2025 has become a pivotal year 
for global investment, and to reassess 
China’s global competitiveness. China’s 
continuous rise shows tariff and trade 

conflicts cannot solve the US’ problems, 
nor check China’s development march, 
because despite Sino-US trade account­
ing for a declining share of China’s 
overall trade, the trend of growing 
bilateral trade has not substantially 
changed, indicating Sino-US trade is 
resilient to non-market intervention. 

China has drawn lessons from its 
interactions with TYump’s first presi­
dency, and has become more adept at 
handling frictions. An apt example is 
the way in which China has been deal­
ing with the US: it has become more 
resilient to the US administration’s 
dirty tricks, including punitive tariffs, 
while leaving room for negotiations. 

However, China is not the lone target 
of the US administration, as it has 
launched tariff wars against pretty 
much all major trade partners, which 
could significantly disrupt the global 
economy, even dismantle the multilat­
eral trading system.

Many European countries have real­
ized the danger their transatlantic ally 
poses, and adopted a pragmatic 
approach toward China. An Indian 
scholar even said that it is necessary to 
offset the risks posed by the US’ trade 
policy by deepening trade ties with Chi­
na. The US administration’s “America 
First” strategy has turned the US into a 
major source of risks and uncertainties. 
As a result, more and more countries 
are choosing to strengthen cooperation 
with China to reduce the economic and 
political risks.

Moreover, the US president started 
withdrawing the US again from inter­
national treaties and organizations, 
which could severely undermine global 

efforts to deal with common issues 
such as climate change and artificial 
intelligence global governance. As a 
matter of fact, German President Frank- 
Walter Steinmeier has warned that the 
“absence of rules must not become the 
guiding principle of a new world order” 
Against this background, the leader­
ship of and the constructive role played 
by China, which advocates for equitable 
multipolarity, has become indispensa­
ble for fostering inclusive global devel­
opment.

Sino-US relations are the most 
important bilateral relations in the 
world. Sino-US cooperation can help 
address a lot of global issues. But the 
point is: Is Washington willing to coop­
erate with Beijing? Given the present 
situation, many may consider persuad­
ing Washington to do so as a mission 
impossible. But the two countries 
should at least maintain strategic sta­
bility and prevent bilateral relations 
from deteriorating.

It is to be hoped that the two coun­
tries, on the basis of mutual respect and 
equality, will hold talks to keep bilateral 
ties on the right track. China is 
responding with certainty to the US’ 
uncertainty and taking firm counter­
measures against the US’ unilateral, 
selfish moves. But it remains commit­
ted to promoting win-win cooperation.

stan as part of short-term exchanges 
and long-term studies at the university 
and its affiliated hospitals. And from 
2023 to 2024, the Xinjiang Medical 
University dispatched 185 top medical 
specialists to the five Central Asian 
countries to provide diagnosis and 
medical services for complex and criti­
cal diseases in local hospitals and com­
munities, conduct health education 
programs and disseminate medical 
knowledge to help elevate local medical 
standards.

Xinjiang boasts of unique natural 
landscapes and an advanced medical 
sector, creating opportunities for cross- 
border medical tourism cooperation. 
The Xinjiang regional government 
departments can collaborate with the 
tourism authorities in Kazakhstan, Kyr­
gyzstan and other Central Asian coun­
tries to devise tours that integrate 
medical services. This innovative coop­
eration model will not only address the 
health and wellness needs of people in 
Central Asia but also boost Xinjiang’s 
tourism economy.

The Xinjiang Medical University will 
continue to boost its comprehensive 
capabilities by deepening cross-border 
cooperation, advancing scientific 
research, optimizing its talent training 
program and providing even better 
medical services for Belt and Road 
countries and regions.

The author is the commissioner of the Ministry of For­
eign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China in the 
Macao Special Administrative Region, and a member 
of die 14fhNaticmal Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

The author is a member of 14th Nation­
al Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference and a 
professor at University of International- 
Relations.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those 
of China Daily.

espite US President Donald 
Trump saying the United 
States and China can 
“together solve all of the

problems of the world” the US presi­
dent signed an order on TUesday 
increasing previously imposed 10 per­
cent tariffs on Chinese goods to 20 per­
cent.

China immediately retaliated by 
announcing 15 percent tariffs on chick­
en, wheat, com and cotton imports 
from die US, and 10 percent tariffs on 
“sorghum, soybeans, pork, beef, aquatic 
products, fruits, vegetables, and dairy 
products” Also, China’s Ministry of 
Commerce said it had added 15 US 
companies, including drone-maker 
Skydio, to its export control list, mean­
ing Chinese companies will be barred 
from exporting dual-use equipment to 
those companies.

The US administration made fentan­
yl an excuse to impose new rounds of 
tariffs on Chinese goods, and has been 
continuously playing the “Taiwan 
card” approving new rounds of arms 
sale to the Chinese island. For exam­
ple, the US State Department has 
deleted a statement on its website 
which said Washington does not sup­
port “Taiwan independence”, challeng­
ing the one-China principle. Also, 
during his visit to five Central Ameri­
can countries in February, US Secre­
tary of State Marco Rubio said 
Washington will reduce Beijing’s influ­
ence in the Western hemisphere, espe­
cially on issues such as the Panama 
Canal and 5G technology. 

All these moves can date back to the 
National Security Strategy in 2018 dur-

The author is president of the Xinjiang 
Medical University and a deputy to the
14 th National People’s Congress.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those 
of China Daily.

President Xi said that Macao has played an impor­
tant role in and made unique contributions to national 
development during different periods. On the other 
hand, the central government has reinforced its sup­
port for the development of Macao’s “one center, one 
platform, and one base”, and has been encouraging it 
to help advance the Belt and Road Initiative. 

With the number of its “sister cities” and “circles of 
friends” growing, Macao has been earning new moni­
kers including the “city of gastronomy” “city of cul­
ture” and “city of events” Thanks to the increasing 
exchanges and cooperation between China and other 
countries, Macao’s global status and influence have 
greatly improved. In feet, Macao has developed into a 
global hub connecting China and the rest of the world, 
and an important bridgehead for the country’s high- 
level opening-up.

This year is the final year of the country’s 14 th Five- 
Year Plan (2021-25) and the first year of the new Macao 
SAR government. Currently, all sectors of the SAR are 
diligently studying and implementing the proposals 
President Xi made in his speeches during his inspec­
tion tour to Macao.

Entering a new era as an important bridgehead for 
the country’s high-level opening-up, Macao is looking 
forward to a brighter future. As the only region in the 
world where Chinese and Portuguese are official lan­
guages, Macao is a model of harmonious coexistence 
and integration of different civilizations. The city has 
been endeavoring to build “one center, one platform, 
and one base” while playing a key role in promoting 
economic and trade cooperation, and cultural 
exchanges between China and Portuguese-speaking 
countries.

We believe Macao will be able to further leverage its 
unique advantages to improve internal and external 
connectivity, and synergize diversified sectors includ­
ing high-tech, tourism, traditional Chinese medicine 
and finance through more exchanges and interactions 
with external parties, and develop a world-class busi­
ness environment.

The SAR will also be able to improve its external 
cooperation mechanisms, and combine the strength of 
all its sectors, including expatriates, the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and other cities, 
as well as Portuguese-speaking and Southeast Asian 
countries, to attract more foreign investments, boost 
and diversify its economic development, and trans­
form itself into an international hub to pursue an even 
brighter future.

The Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Macao will adhere to Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy as its guide, help implement 
the proposals of President Xi, better safeguard nation­
al security, support the SAR’s chief executive in govern­
ing according to the law, help the region expand its 
external exchanges and cooperation, and facilitate the 
development of the Guangdong-Macao In-depth Coop­
eration Zone in Hengqin so it attracts more foreign 
investment.

We firmty believe that with the guidance of Presi­
dent Xi, the backing of the central government and the 
joint efforts of the SAR government and all sectors of 
its society, Macao will be able to seize the new opportu­
nities created by the country’s high-quality develop­
ment and high-level opening-up, open up new 
horizons and make new achievements.

he Belt and Road Initiative has 
significantly improved infra­
structure connectivity, pro­
moted win-win cooperation

and yielded mutual benefit for Belt and 
Road countries. Being closely related to 
people’s livelihoods and well-being, the 
healthcare sector has made remarkable 
achievements under the Belt and Road 
framework.

As an advocate and promoter of the 
Belt and Road Initiative, China contin­
ues to explore ways to channel its high- 
quality medical resources to its western 
regions, enabling people in neighbor­
ing countries, particularly those in Cen­
tral Asia, to share the fruits of the 
country’s development and jointly 
build a global health community'. 

The international medical service 
center in the Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region, which forms the core of 
the Silk Road Economic Belt, holds 
extraordinary significance and is 
advancing the profound mission of 
promoting better healthcare in 
neighboring regions. Xinjiang also 
plays a pivotal role in enhancing the 
influence of China-Central Asia coop­
eration.

The Chinese government empha­
sizes the importance of strengthening 
healthcare cooperation with coun­
tries along the Belt and Road, making 
quality medical services easily acces­
sible to people in those countries and 
promoting global health develop­
ment.

The Xinjiang Medical University has 
been playing a pioneering role in this 
endeavor. Adhering to national policies

It is to be hoped that the 
two countries, on the 
basis of mutual respect 
and equality, will hold 
talks to keep bilateral ties 
on the right track.

/

and Xinjiang’s strategic goals, the uni­
versity has been organizing extensive 
exchanges with health departments, 
medical institutions and universities 
across Central Asia. In feet, it has 
signed a series of cooperation agree­
ments to outline the collaborative goals 
of medical talent training, research and 
innovation, and the sharing of medical 
services.

The university lias established a reg­
ular exchange and cooperation mecha­
nism with Samarkand State Medical 
University in Uzbekistan, jointly under­
taking medical research projects which 
have injected new vitality into medical 
education and research in both institu­
tions.

Moreover, the affiliated hospitals of 
the Xinjiang Medical University, using 
advanced medical expertise and 
equipment, provide high-quality diag­
nostic and medical treatment for 
patients from Central Asia. For 
instance, the First Affiliated Hospital 
of Xinjiang Medical University lias 
treated a significant number of 
patients with complex and rare diseas­
es from various Central Asian coun­
tries in recent years. The hospital has 
also jointly established an internation­
al telemedicine consultation center 
and a telemedicine platform with hos­
pitals in several Central Asian coun­
tries, enabling patients there to avail of 
high-quality diagnosis and medical 
treatment sendees provided by Chi­
nese specialists.

Also, the hospitals affiliated with the 
university have established one-to-one 
or many-to-one counterpart coopera­

tion mechanisms with Central Asian 
countries for telemedicine consultation 
for serious cases, further promoting the 
construction of cross-border medical 
platforms and an international medical 
service center in the core area of the 
Silk Road Economic Belt

The Xinjiang Medical University has 
closely collaborated with research insti­
tutions across Central Asia, focusing on 
joint research on high-incidence of and 
difficult-to-treat diseases. For example, 
the university lias partnered with 
research teams in Uzbekistan, Kazakh­
stan and other countries to conduct 
clinical research on drug-resistant 
tuberculosis. These efforts have led to 
the development of new diagnostic rea­
gents and therapeutic drugs, signifi­
cantly raising the cure rate for 
tuberculosis. The university is commit­
ted to launching global research initia­
tives with Belt and Road nations, 
sharing resources with them and help­
ing enhance their innovative capabili­
ties.

Since talented scientists and doctors 
drive the medical industry’s develop­
ment, the Xinjiang Medical University 
has established bilingual courses for 
students from Central Asian countries. 
A large number of medical profession­
als from these countries have benefited 
from the course.

The university has also forged part­
nerships with about 20 universities and 
research institutions in Central Asia for 
academic exchanges and resource shar­
ing, and hosted more than 360 medical 
experts from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and TUrkmeni-

he Government Work Report on Wednesday 
reiterates that we must fully and accurately 
implement the principle of “one country, two 
systems” and support Hong Kong and Macao

in promoting economic development, improving living 
standards, enhancing international exchanges and 
cooperation, better integrating into the overall nation­
al development and maintaining long-term prosperity 
and stability.

The year 2024 marked the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the People’s Republic of China. Since then 
China has grown from a poverty-stricken agricultural 
society to the world’s second-largest economy; from a 
country with inadequate supply of food and clothing 
to a moderately well-off society in all respects. Today, 
the advancement of Chinese modernization is unfold­
ing a brighter future, guiding the Chinese nation 
toward realizing rejuvenation.

The year 2024 also marked the 25th anniversary of 
Macao’s return to the motherland. To mark the occa­
sion, multiple celebratory events were held in the city. 
In particular, President Xi Jinping’s inspection tour to 
the Macao Special Administrative Region to attend the 
celebrations, and his speeches affirmed the remarka­
ble development achievements Macao has made in the 
25 years.

President Xi proposed “three expectations” and 
“four hopes” for Macao, encouraging the city to lever­
age its unique advantages to improve internal and 
external connectivity, adopt a more open and inclusive 
approach to development, enhance its global influ­
ence, and further contribute to national development 
and national rejuvenation. His care for and expecta­
tions from Macao have encouraged all sectors of the 
SAR to contribute more to regional and national devel­
opment, and boosted the international community’s 
confidence in the advantages and prospects of “one 
country, two systems”.

*

Macao a tale of 
opportunities and 
new achievements

Entering a new era as an important 
bridgehead for the country’s high- 
level opening-up, Macao is looking 
forward to a brighter future.
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Cultural heritage weaves global
success for Chinese fashion
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Visionary proudly revives ancient crafts for future prosperity

By HE QI in Shanghai
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By HE QI in Shanghai
heqi@chinadaily.com.cn

During die Maison & Objet exhi­
bition — a prestigious home decor 
expo that took place in January in 
Paris — industry professionals and 
fashion enthusiasts from around 
the world were eager to see the lat­
est fashion trends.

One stall constantly attracted a 
gaggle of curious onlookers. Inside, 
Gesang Zhuoma, dressed in tradi­
tional Tibetan attire, deftly manipu­
lated wool with her fingers, weaving 
rare fabrics on a handloom. She had 
never traveled far from her home, 
but confidently showcased the 
intangible cultural heritage tech­
nique of spinning Tibetan pulu (a 
type of woolen fabric) on behalf of 
Chinese brand Sandriver.

but I chose to leave that behind. 
Returning to myorigins, I refocused 
on our intangible cultural heritage 
and Chinese legacy. It troubled me 
to witness these cultural treasures 
being overlooked,” Guo said.

The Sandriver team has made 
great efforts in this area. For example, 
it took nine years to revive the Inner 
Mongolia’s hand-felt technology. 

“My childhood memories of Mon­
golian hand-felt were vivid. When I 
saw Japanese designers cherishing 
it, I felt compelled to revive and pass 
on this technique,” Guo said. Since 
being launched, die cashmere hand­
felt and silk-integrated products 
have been highly sought after in 
international markets.

Sandriver is also actively nurtur­
ing a new generation of craftsmen.

high-profile former business part­
ners. In 2012, Guo established Sand­
river in Shanghai, which from the 
outset set its sights on the interna­
tional market.

In August of the same year, the 
company hosted its inaugural fash­
ion show at the Roppongi Hills Mori 
Tower in Tokyo.

“The pressure was immense, but I 
always believed that as long as we 
adhered to our philosophy and dedi­
cated ourselves to product making, 
we would gain global recognition,” 
Guo said.

After that, Sandriver participated 
in Paris Fashion Week for nine con­
secutive years and showcased its 
products at various international 
exhibitions. With its unique designs 
and exceptional quality, it secured a 

Working together
The Shanghai International Col­

lege of Fashion and Innovation pro­
motes cultural innovation. Its 
“equality, diversity, inclusivity” phi­
losophy aims to cultivate students’ 
cross-cultural understanding and 
design capabilities.

“As a Sino-foreign cooperative 
educational institution, we priori­
tize cultural innovation and study 
local cultures, such as Shanghai- 
style and Jiangnan culture. Simulta­
neously, we need to have a global 
perspective to meet the needs of 
global customers,” said Li Jun, the 
college dean.

Established in 2014, the school 
was jointly established by Dong- 
hua University and Scotland’s

Guo has traveled to Xizang autono­
mous region numerous times to 
teach local women textile tech­
niques and pattern designs.

“I brought approximately 300 
Tibetan women to Shanghai, taught 
them textile skills, and guided them 
on museum visits to grasp market 
dynamics,” said Guo.

Today, Sandriver operates over 30 
overseas partner stores in countries 
including Germany, France, and 
Japan, and has more than 10 outlets 
in China.

a manifestation of self-confidence 
and something to be proud of.”

Their designs often draw inspira­
tion from Chinese culture and phi­
losophy.

Through innovative tailoring and 
skillful fabric selection, they perfect­
ly combine the charm of the East 
with modern fashion. Their contem­
porary Zhongshan (Chinese tunic) 
suit design was added to the Victo­
ria and Albert Museum collection in 
London.

Fashion critic Godfrey Deeny 
commented, “Finally a really rock­
ing edgy Chinese street tailoring 
brand that looks set to have a major 
future. It is called Pronounce.”

Li said while this might be some­
what exaggerated, the comment is 
inspiring. “It actually serves as a 
guiding light, effectively encourag­
ing us to persist not only in building 
a brand or a career, but also in pro­
moting the dissemination of East­
ern culture and facilitating cross- 
cultural dialogue between the East 
and the West,” Li said.

place at Le Bon Marche in Paris, 
becoming the first Chinese brand to 
feature at the prestigious depart­
ment store under the LVMH Group. 

Guo said competing on the global 
stage alongside Western luxury 
brands, many of which were once 
her clients, presented both challen­
ges and growth opportunities. “This 
journey not only accelerated our 
brand’s evolution and increased its 
impact, but also underscored the 
importance of infusing traditional 
Chinese culture, intangible heri­
tage, and our distinct expertise into 
die global market,” she said.

Specializing in cashmere, Sand­
river incorporates heritage tech­
niques into its products.

“I was deeply immersed in textile 
technology research in Germany, 

The brand’s success can be attrib­
uted to the determination of its 
founder Guo Xiuling, who has over 
30 years’ experience in the cashmere 
industry.

Born in 1971 in the Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region, Guo initially 
worked for an original equipment 
manufacturer serving international 
luxury brands. During this time, she 
observed premium Chinese cash- 
mere being transformed into luxury 
products sold worldwide by foreign 
brands.

“Despite China supplying 75 per­
cent of the world’s cashmere raw 
materials, there was no Chinese 
cashmere brand leading the inter­
national market,” Guo said.

Determined to utilize her indus­
try experience, she jettisoned her 

traditional passive expansion.
Despite remarkable achieve­

ments in recent years, Chinese 
designers still face numerous chal­
lenges in their global expansion 
efforts.

Li said the international fashion 
market values innovation and oper­
ates in cyclical cultural trends. Chi­
nese culture encounters challenges 
in connecting with Western mar­
kets, while Chinese designers often 
lack in-depth knowledge of local 
markets and cultures.

“For instance, the Southeast 
Asian market presents distinct body 
shape variations compared with 
China,” Li said.

“Additionally, successful global 
expansion requires more than just 
finished products. It needs thor­
ough exploration of overseas mar­
kets and established infrastructure 
support to ensure high-quality and 
low-risk expansion”.

He said local designers need a 
global mindset, adding many are 
lacking in this area. “Innovation is 
paramount and should be univer-

upcoming major shows planned 
worldwide.

In April, the company is sched­
uled to present its brand story and 
explain the allure of intangible cul­
tural heritage at Harvard Universi­
ty’s auditorium.

“I take great pride in showcasing 
Chinese traditional culture and the 
skills of intangible cultural heritage 
to a global audience, helping the 
world appreciate the allure of Chi­
nese brands,” she said.

Pronounce’s contemporary 
Zhongshan suit was added to 

the Victoria and Albert Museum 
collection in London.

Sandriver's designs 
showcase the

technique of making 
traditional Tibetan 

woolen fabric 
called pulu.

PHOTOS PROVIDED TO 

CHINA DAILY

Edinburgh University with the 
aim of creating first-class creative 
fashion disciplines, and cultivat­
ing industry talent for China and 
overseas.

Li highlighted the importance of 
close collaboration between enter­
prises and educational institutions. 
For instance, the partnership 
between Donghua University and 
Ningbo Cixing Co resulted in the 
launch of a knitting innovation 
course, enabling engineers and 
designers to look at new production 
methods in machinery and materi­
als. The course greatly improved the 
speed and efficiency of production 
and manufacturing.

“It presents a breakthrough in 
engineering and technical advance­
ments,” Li said, noting that China is 
the global leader in customized pro­
duction.

“Global customers can choose 
suitable clothing patterns according 
to bodj'-type databases and quickly 
customize personalized require­
ments,” he explained.

Various platforms in the fashion 
industry are actively supporting 
brands in their global expansion 
efforts.

Chinese fashion platform Label­
hood and London-based luxury 
department store Harrods have col­
laborated to host Chinese New Year 
pop-up stores, showcasing the 
works of Chinese designers and 
facilitating their entry into the inter­
national market.

This year’s pop-up store featured 
a selection of New Year-themed pie­
ces and handcrafted artifacts from 
over 20 emerging Chinese artists 
and brands.

Looking ahead, the prospects for 
Chinese designers’ global expansion 
are promising, said Li, the college 
dean.

“In the next five to 10 years, Chi­
na’s fashion industry will, like the 
electric vehicle industry, take tech­
nology as its core competitiveness, 
achieve rapid commercial trans­
formation, and benefit the world,” 
he said.

Material wealth
Sandriver is a high-end cashmere 

brand that combines intangible cul­
tural heritage items such as the 
Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region’s hand-felt and Tibet’s pulu 
(a kind of woolen fabric) with mod­
em designs. Since its establishment 
in Shanghai’s Jinshan district in 
2012, it has gone global and 
achieved remarkable success.

With multiple appearances at 
Paris Fashion Week, and it becom­
ing the first Chinese brand fea­
tured at Le Bon Marche festival in 
Paris, Sandriver recently wrapped 
up its participation in the 2025 
Maison & Objet trade show in the 
French capital.

“During the exhibition, we 
received a lot of praise,” said Guo 
Xiuling, the founder of Sandriver. “I 
brought Gesang Zhuoma, a Tibetan 
woman who had never been abroad 
before, to Paris. She sat on the floor 
at the booth, skillfully hand spin­
ning yarn and demonstrating the 
pulu-making process. The scene 
was always surrounded by a large 
crowd.

“The global reputation of Chinese 
traditional handicrafts and art is 
earned by our courage to showcase 
them,” she added.

Guo said Sandriver has a series of

sally applicable and appealing, driv­
ing industry advancement,” he said. 

Li Yushan from Pronounce, said 
Chinese designers need to create 
sophisticated products that reso­
nate with Eastern tastes. “We must 
understand the impoitance of con­
sistency, rather than relying on gim­
micks,” he said.

“By producing quality products 
and promoting cultural values, we 
can influence more young designers 
and inspire a greater number of 
young individuals.”

Intellectual property protection 
also poses a significant challenge to 
designers. Guo said Sandriver 
faced a trademark dispute lawsuit 
filed by another brand in multiple 
countries.

“We had to persist and implement 
intellectual property protection 
measures, ultimately prevailing in 
tiie lawsuit in the United States,” she 
said.

Guo also highlighted the challen­
ges of establishing a brand. “As a 
new brand, limited capital hinders 
your ability to compete with estab­
lished global luxury brands, who 
have the resources to engage in pro­
longed legal battles.”

Despite the challenges of global 
expansion, Guo remains confident 
that the fashion world will continue 
to embrace Chinese brands.

“While there are claims that the 
fashion world looks down on, or 
rejects products made in China, I 
have never encountered this. By 
offering exceptional products, over­
seas markets actually present 
mature consumer bases,” she said.
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Breaking down barriers
Li Jun, dean of Shanghai Inter­

national College of Fashion and 
Innovation at Donghua University, 
said China has long been a global 
leader in the textile and clothing 
industries.

“The trend of going global has 
been on the rise since two years ago, 
with many industries starting to 
expand overseas in large numbers,” 
said Li, adding this shift has been 
driven by changing market 
demands and international dynam­
ics, which marks a departure from

Ji 1
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hinese designers have been 
making their mark on the 
global stage in recent years 
with high-quality products 

and innovative designs, often draw­
ing on the country’s rich cultural 
traditions and textiles to add splash­
es of flair.

Juzui, a Shanghai brand that 
appeared on the official schedule of 
tiie New York Fashion Week for the 
Fall/Winter 2025 collection, gained 
widespread praise for its “Winter 
Blooms Whispering” collection at 
The Glasshouse venue in New York 
City on Feb 7.

Septuagenarian supermodel 
Maye Musk, the mother of billion­
aire Elon Musk, graced the runway 
for Juzui, and closed the show with 
elegance.

Creative director Wang Tao skill­
fully integrated Chinese flower ele­
ments such as plum blossoms and 
peonies into modern designs, and 
combined them with an Oriental 
color palette inspired by tiie hit his­
torical drama Roy al Feast.

Wang has twice brought Juzui to 
participate successfully in New York 
Fashion Week.

“When many overseas media 
described Juzui as a ‘Chinese luxury 
brand’, I fully understood the signifi­
cance of the brand’s global expansion 
and the country’s increased cultural 
promotion,” Wang said.

Pronounce, established in 2016, 
has been active in international 
fashion weeks, including London 
and Milan, since 2017 In January, it 
released its 2025 Autumn/Winter 
collection “Romantic Sharpness” at 
Milan Fashion Week.

Co-founders Li Yushan and Zhou 
Jun are post-8Os designers, and 
studying and working overseas has 
enabled them to interpret Chinese 
culture from a different perspective. 

“Chinese designers’ works natu­
rally carry Chinese elements, just in 
various forms,” Li said. “Expressing 
tiie viewpoints of Chinese creators is

Domestic brands make major inroads into international 
markets, highlighting traditions, textiles

7
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Top: Guo Xiuling, the founder of the Chinese cashmere brand Sand­
river. Above left: Gesang Zhuoma at the Maison & Objet exhibition 
in January in Paris. Above right: Works of Chinese designers for sale 
at a luxury store in London, photos provided to china daily
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Attendees interact with Chinese company Honor’s robots at the Mobile World Congress at Spain’s Fira Barcelona Gran Via convention center on Monday, alejandro garcia / epa
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From left: An attendee walks past a headset stand at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona on Monday, zhao dingzhe / xinhua Attendees take part in a demonstration by Swedish company Ericsson on augmented 
reality devices used while commuting, at the Mobile W orld Congress in Barcelona on Tuesday, manaurequintero/afp
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From left: Attendees interact with Chinese company Honor's multidimensional tactile dexterous hands at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona on Monday, zhao dingzhe / xinhua Attendees look at the Chinese
company Realme’s smartphones displayed underwater at the company’s booth during the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona on Monday, bruna casas / Reuters

1
V

he 2025 Mobile World 
Congress, or MWC, con­
cludes on Thursday in Bar­
celona, Spain, bringing

together industry leaders, policy­
makers, and technology innovators 
to explore advancements in 5G, arti­
ficial intelligence, and advanced 
connectivity.

The four-day event, hosted by the 
Global System for Mobile Commu­
nications Association, or GSMA, at 
the Fira Barcelona Gran Via conven­
tion center, is themed “Converge, 
Connect, Create” emphasizing the 
fusion of mobile and Al-driven tech­
nologies.

MWC 2025 has drawn more than 
2,800 exhibitors and 1,200 speakers, 
with organizers expecting over 
100,000 attendees.

More than 300 Chinese firms, 
including China Mobile, China Uni­
com, China Telecom, Huawei, ZTE, 
Lenovo, and Xiaomi, showcased 
their latest innovations.

Mats Granryd, director general of 
the GSMA, highlighted the rapid 
global adoption of 5G, noting that 
connections have reached 2 billion, 
making it the fastest-growing 
mobile generation to date.

“Now it’s time to stamp out the 
barriers and press the accelerator 
for growth,” he said.

The GSMA also released its 
Mobile Economy 2025 report, which 
revealed that mobile technologies 
and services contributed 5.8 percent 
of global GDP in 2024, amounting to 
$6.5 trillion. That figure is projected 
to reach $11 trillion, or 8.4 percent of 
global GDP, by 2030, driven by the 
expansion of 5G, IoT, and Al.

From left: A dog-shaped robot of China Mobile stands next to the company's booth at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona on Monday, emilio morenatti / ap A first responder
drone is displayed at the German company Deutsche Telekom’s booth during the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona on Monday, josep lago / afp

4n
»
<1

f 

I 1

Chinese 
innovations 
shine at Mobile 
World Congress
2025 in Barcelona
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Canadians cold to 51st state
talk as tariffs paused again

15 civilians hurt as bombs dropped by mistakeCHINA DAILY USA

Vol. 38 - No.1531 XINHUA
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not been perfect on this), mak­
ing clear that we do not want a 
trade war but that we will not be 
bullied.”

Trump’s comments on Canada 
are part of a broader pattern, 
Chapnick said, mentioning the 
president’s musings about acquir­
ing Greenland and retaking con­
trol of the Panama Canal.

“For now, cooperation on secu­
rity and defense continues. I hope 
that we are able to keep things 
that way,” he said.

Darrell Dorsk, owner of a glass­
works store, said he believes 
Trump’s 51st state remarks, while 
provocative, reflect certain eco­
nomic realities that Canadians 
should not ignore.

“I don’t think he’s serious, but 
it’s a provocative statement. The 
polls are saying that all the older 
Canadians are very much against 
this,” Dorsk said.

“But the younger people, many 
of them say, ‘I wouldn’t mind if I 
was living in America. I wouldn’t 
mind if I had US dollars instead 
of the depreciating Canadian dol­
lar,”’ he said.

Dorsk said he doesn’t believe 
that the tariffs, if put into effect, 
will be in place for long.

“However, he (Trump) has a 
point,” Dorsk said. “Because of the 
trade imbalance, Canada derives a 
lot of benefit from being so close 
to die US.”

Dorsk, who grew up in the US 
but has lived in Canada for 50 
years, said he tries to see the issue 
from both sides: “I think Trump is 
a businessman, he’s a capitalist, 
not a socialist. He wants fairtrade 
and the balance of trade.”

Ray, owner of a phone solu­
tions business who did not give 
his last name, said that talk of 
Canada becoming a US state is 
“ridiculous”.

“As a world leader, giving this 
kind of statement about a neigh­
boring country that has been 
so good for centuries — this is 
derogatory, really unacceptable,” 
he said.

SEOUL — Fifteen people were 
injured on Thursday after two 
South Korean fighter jets mistak­
enly dropped bombs on a civilian 
area during live-fire drills.

Two KF-16 fighter jets dropped 
four air-to-surface bombs by mis­
take outside a live-fire range in 
Pocheon, some 40 kilometers 
north of Seoul, at about 10:04 am, 
according to the defense ministry. 

The misguided bombing result­
ed from pilot errors as the pilot of 
one fighter jet entered target coor­
dinates incorrectly.

An investigation was underway 
for the mistaken bombing by the 
pilot of the other fighter jet.

The accident destroyed a church, 
houses and vehicles, leaving 15 peo­
ple, including two soldiers and two 
foreigners, wounded, according to 
Yonhap News Agency.

renewable energy, technology, 
logistics and finance, she said Chi­
na’s infrastructure manufacturing 
capabilities offer a great opportu­
nity for Middle Eastern countries 
that seek to modernize their econ­
omies, as well as rebuild and 
expand projects.

According to the report, China 
will adopt a more proactive fiscal 
policy and a moderately loose 
monetary policy.

China’s fiscal and monetary pol­
icy is modestly expansionary, con­
tinuing the incremental loosening 
of system liquidity that became 
evident in the latter part of 2024, 
said Warwick Powell, adjunct pro­
fessor at Queensland University of 
Technology and former policy 
adviser to former Australian 
prime minister Kevin Rudd. 

“We see an emphasis on struc­
tural change that aims to continue 
China’s transition to a high-tech- 
nology-driven industrial econo­
my, with a burgeoning services 
sector,” Powell said.

CANADA 
TORONTO
4711 Yonge Street, 10th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M2N 6K8

Tel: 416-481-5706

Expansion in technology 
Rates of credit expansion in tech­

nology and manufacturing are 
expected to be pivotal in driving 
structural change and growth, he 
added.

Jack Perry, chairman of the 48 
Group and CEO of London Export 
Corporation, said he sees the “wel­
coming spirit that China has when 
it comes to business”, referring to 
the report, which says that Beijing 
will keep working to foster a first- 
rate business environment, thus 
enabling foreign-funded enter­
prises to achieve greater success in 
China.

“It’s like the Chinese government 
is saying: Here are the opportuni­
ties, and we are encouraging an 
exploratory spirit in China,” he 
said, referring to the further open- 
ing-up of the service sector.

“China is like a high mountain 
with an amazing view,” he said. “If 
the mountain is closed, one can 
just dream about what’s there. But 
China has said: ‘Come, explore, 
walk up the mountain and we will 
be there with you to support you.’” 

“I think that shows an inclusive, 
ice-breaking spirit,” he said.

Jirada Phakwilaikiat, a senior 
research officer at the Kasikom 
Research Center in Bangkok, said 
the Chinese government is com­
mitted to suppoiting the private 
sector.

An important effort by the Chi­
nese government has been to use 
technology-related industries as a 
key driving force for China’s econ­
omy, she said, thereby strengthen­
ing confidence in the business 
sector.

1\vo male civilians suffered seri­
ous injuries to their face and shoul­
der, but these injuries were not life­
threatening.

Earlier in the day, South Korea 
and the United States held a com­
bined live-fire exercise in Pocheon, 
mobilizing more than 160 pieces of 
military hardware such as tanks, 
self-propelled howitzers, helicop­
ters and fighter jets. The South 
Korean military decided to suspend 
all live-fire drills until the exact 
cause of the accident was identified. 

Pocheon Mayor Baek Young-hy- 
un told reporters at the scene that 
all military exercises should be 
stopped, urging the government 
and the military to take follow-up 
measures that can relieve anxiety 
among the people.

The accident came ahead of the 
scheduled joint military exercise 

China’s 5 percent growth target 
for this year “signals strong confi­
dence” in its economic prospects 
as the country prioritizes sustaina­
ble development despite external 
challenges, said global experts.

They also praised China’s contin­
ued commitment to opening-up, 
noting that it creates opportunities 
for other countries that seek to 
modernize their economies.

The main targets for develop­
ment this year include GDP 
growth of around 5 percent, CPI 
increase of around 2 percent and a 
drop of around 3 percent in energy 
consumption per unit of GDP, said 
Chinese Premier Li Qiang, who 
delivered the Government Work 
Report at the opening meeting of 
the third session of the 14th 
National People’s Congress in Bei­
jing on Wednesday.

Andrew Wilford, researcher at 
the New Zealand Contemporary 
China Research Centre of the Vic­
toria University of Wellington, 
said China’s growth target of 
around 5 percent for this year “sig­
nals strong confidence” in the 
country’s economic prospects.

This goal indicates that the Chi­
nese leadership sees significant 
new avenues for expansion — 
building on last year’s robust for­
eign trade growth — and is com­
mitted to sustaining the economic 
momentum, he said.

The nation’s total goods imports 
and exports reached 43.85 trillion 
yuan ($6.1 trillion) in 2024, up 5 
percent year-on-year, according to 
China’s General Administration of 
Customs in January.

Wilford said the work report is a 
“welcome announcement” as pro­
posed policies align well with 
efforts to improve living standards 
while strengthening the economy 
against external challenges.

China is working toward a more 
balanced mix of sendees and man­
ufacturing, he said, adding that 
the goal to creating more than 12 
million new urban jobs is an 
“important step toward stimulat­
ing growth and mitigating some of 
the headwinds in the international 
economic environment”

Rasha Al Joundy, a senior 
researcher at the Dubai Public Pol­
icy Research Centre, said the 5 per­
cent target reflects China’s 
strategic policy toward economic 
progress while focusing on sus­
tainable development despite 
challenges on the global stage.

In spite of global economic 
headwinds, China showed adapta­
bility and resilience to achieve 5 
percent growth in 2024, she said. 

Regarding China’s continued 
commitment to opening-up, Joundy 
said it is expected to bolster the 
country’s global economic standing 
amid rising US-led protectionism.

By further expanding invest­
ments in key sectors including
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US President Donald Trump’s 
suggestion that Canada should 
become the 51st state of the Unit­
ed States has been met with defi­
ance from some Canadians.

Adam Chapnick, a professor at 
the Canadian Forces College, a 
school for military officers, said 
that Trump’s remarks have led 
to a heightened level of national 
unity.

“This began as a bit of a joke 
and then evolved into being more 
of a troll,” Chapnick told China 
Daily. “While the president might 
genuinely think that Canada and 
Canadians would fare better as 
the 51st state, without a direct US 
military attack on Canada, there 
is no likelihood whatsoever of this 
happening.

A poll in January by the Angus 
Reid Institute found that 90 per­
cent of Canadians oppose joining 
the US, and 4 out of 5 Americans 
say it should be up to Canada.

The poll also found that Ameri­
cans are twice as likely to oppose 
(49 percent) Canada joining 
their nation than supportive (25 
percent).

White House press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt said on Wednes­
day that Trump “feels strongly 
that it would be very beneficial for 
the Canadian people to be the 51st 
state of the United States. They 
wouldn’t be paying for these tar­
iffs. They’d have much lower taxes 
if they were part of our country.” 

On Thursday, however, Trump 
said he would again pause tar­
iffs until April 2 on imports from 
Canada and Mexico covered by 
the US-Mexico-Canada trade 
agreement, offering the coun­
tries yet another reprieve. Ottawa 
responded in kind by delaying its 
own reciprocal tariffs on the US. 

Trump, who recently has 
referred to Prime Minister Jus­
tin Trudeau as “governor” spoke 
via phone with him on Wednes­
day over the 25 percent tariffs

between South Korea and the Unit­
ed States later this month.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said in a statement that the 
combined forces of South Korea 
and the United States will conduct 
an annual springtime war game 
called Freedom Shield from March 
10 to March 20.

People’s Solidarity for Participato­
ry Democracy, or PSPD, a South 
Korean civic group, said in a state- 
mentthat it would be dangerous and 
careless to stage large-scale war exer­
cises in inter-Korean border areas.

The PSPD urged South Korea 
and the United States to immedi­
ately call off the scheduled military 
exercise or reduce the scale of dan­
gerous maneuvering and live-fire 
drills drastically.

‘Erroneous analysis’
Konstantin Kosachev, a senior 

Russian senator, told Reuters: “Such 
an erroneous analysis leads to fetal 
errors... Macron maniacally impos­
es on his citizens, allies, and the 
entire world a completely false con­
cept of what is happening.”

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin 
lias said his special military opera­
tion in Ukraine was triggered by the 
expansion of NATO that followed 
the fell of the Soviet Union in 1991, 
when NATO encroached on what he 
sees as Moscow’s traditional sphere 
of influence. He has said his country 
lias no intention of conducting simi­
lar operations elsewhere.

Martin Jacques, a senior fellow at 
Tsinghua University and Fudan 
University, said Macron’s speech 
shows Europe’s “tacit acceptance” of 
the US’ political withdrawal from 
Europe.

“This is a permanent develop­
ment, as it were, and in that context, 
Europe needed to step up to the 
plate on Ukraine,” he said. “He also 
talked about the European coun­
tries sharing in France’s nuclear 
umbrella because France and the 
UK are the only two nuclear powers 
in Europe. I think he’s trying to gal­
vanize support in France, to some 
extent, to reassure the French that 
things will be fine.”

Michael Dunford, an emeritus 
professor at the UK’s University of 
Sussex, said: “I fear that Europe is 
still trying to pull the US into the 
conflict with Russia. The fact is that 
Europe’s stance is completely at 
odds with what Russia will accept. A 
cease-fire without a permanent set­
tlement will be a no. NATO member 
states’ troops in Ukraine will be a 
no. Remilitarization of Ukraine will 
be a no.”

Dunford said Europe seems to 
want to see Russia defeated.

“But without the US, it cannot win. 
So, it wants to pull the US back in, 
even at the expense of World War HI.”

SEATTLE
800 Fifth Ave, Suite 4100
Seattle, WA 98104
Tel:206-922-2868

Macrons call 
for nuclear 
deterrence

imposed by the Trump adminis­
tration this week.

The talk lasted 50 minutes; it 
was a “colorful call” and also “very 
substantive”, Reuters reported.

Canadian Foreign Minister 
Melanie Joly has told the BBC 
that she takes Trump’s remarks 
on making Canada the 51st state 
“very seriously”.

“This is not a joke anymore,” 
Joly told Newsnight. “We’re 
insulted. We’re mad. We’re angry.” 

Trudeau accused the US presi­
dent of planning “a total collapse 
of the Canadian economy because 
that will make it easier to annex 
us”.

“That is never going to happen. 
We will never be the 51st state,” he 
told reporters on Tuesday. “This 
is a time to hit back hard and 
to demonstrate that a fight with 
Canada will have no winners.”

Chapnick said that Trudeau’s 
response has been measured and 
effective.

“I think that most Canadians 
have been quite pleased with PM 
TYudeau’s response,” he said. “He 
has been clear and firm without 
escalating, letting Americans 
know that Canada’s goal is to 
restore the prosperous relation­
ship we have long had, but also 
explaining that we will not be 
cowered by bullying.”

While some younger Canadians 
have expressed openness to closer 
ties with the US for economic rea­
sons, Chapnick said he believes 
it does not represent a shift in 
public sentiment.

“A small subset of young Cana­
dians said that if the United States 
offered them a large amount of 
money in US dollars, they would 
be amenable to becoming Ameri­
cans,” Chapnick said. “The over­
whelming majority of Canadians 
rejected this idea and continue 
to do so.”

On how Canada should navi­
gate its relationship with the US, 
Chapnick said: “Generally speak­
ing, the way that we have. Speak­
ing with a single voice (we have

French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s call for Europe to rally 
behind Ukraine in its conflict with 
Russia, and for it to be prepared to 
use nuclear weapons to guarantee 
its freedom, could increase tensions, 
experts have warned.

Macron talked about nuclear 
weapons and spending more on 
defense during a televised speech on 
Wednesday, in which he said the 
world was entering a “new era” in 
which the United States may not 
protect its allies.

But he said: “Our nuclear deter­
rent protects us — it’s complete, sov­
ereign, French through and 
through. However, responding to 
the historic call of the future Ger­
man chancellor, I have decided to 
open the strategic debate on the 
protection of our allies on the Euro­
pean continent through our (nucle­
ar) deterrent.”

He made the remarks after Fried­
rich Merz, the victor in Germany’s 
recent federal election, said he 
hoped to share France’s nuclear 
weapons. Macron said it was a good 
idea, and that France was also pre­
pared to put boots on the ground to 
protect its neighbors.

‘We have the most effective army 
in the whole of Europe, and nuclear 
capacity?’ he said.

Macron said he plans to host a 
meeting of Europe’s army chiefs in 
Paris next week and would take his 
message to Brussels, Belgium, on 
Thursday, for a meeting of Europe­
an Union national leaders.

The meetings come at a tense 
time for Europe, after US President 
Donald Trump paused aid to 
Ukraine and effectively told Europe 
to protect itself.

The European Union is consider­
ing borrowing 150 billion euros 
($162 billion) to fund its 27 member 
nations’ purchase and production of 
weapons. And European Commis­
sion President Ursula von der Leyen 
hopes to mobilize 800 billion euros 
for defense in the next few years.

But Russian officials said Macron 
and the EU are wrong to see Russia 
as a threat, and that talk of nuclear 
weapons may drive the world 
toward war.

Experts praise China’s commitment 
to opening-up, creating opportunities

■
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Firefighters try to douse the flames at the central building of a police academy in Santiago, Chile, on 
Wednesday. The fire affected the third floor of the building as 18 engines and more than 150 volunteer
firefighters were dispatched to fight the blaze, javier Torres / afp
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‘Hell to pay5 if Briefly

hostages not

freed: Trump

AGENCIES VIA XINHUAAgencies contributed to this story.

Sports, culture, trade pillars
key to district’s economic development
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By JAN YUMUL in Hong Kong 
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integration of art, culture and com­
merce. In 2024, the park hosted 89 
events, achieving nearly 40 million 
yuan in revenue.

Jinniu district is also a place that 
has produced or inspired numerous 
cultural productions. 77ze Road to 
Shu Chorus, co-created by the Jinniu 
district government and the Sichuan 
Conservatory of Music, embarked 
on a national tour in September 
2023. Musical Banquet in Tang 
Dynasty and Encounter Dongpo in 
Song Dynasty, concerts based on 
Jinniu district’s cultural legacy, went 
on a national tour in 2024.

-:F.

Moreover, Jinniu district orga­
nized 70 large-scale performances 
throughout the year, the highest 
among Chengdu’s districts. The per­
formances generated 477 million 
yuan in revenue from ticket sales 
and attracted a combined audience 
of 1.28 million.

An official from Jinniu district’s 
culture, sports and tourism bureau 
said, “Jinniu district will continue 
to explore new avenues for inte­
grating sports with other sectors, 
leveraging major events such as the

“We call on the government of Isra­
el to abide by its international obliga­
tions to ensure full, rapid, safe and 
unhindered provision of humanita­
rian assistance to the population in 
Gaza,” the statement said.

In response, the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry wrote on X, “Hamas is tak­
ing over the aid that enters Gaza 
and is exploiting it in order to 
rebuild its war machine.

“The aid trucks have become an 
economic engine for Hamas. Half of 
Hamas’ budget in Gaza comes from 
these trucks.

“Aid that goes to Hamas is not 
humanitarian. Enabling the enemy 
to resupply itself so it can regroup 
and attack you again is not humani­
tarian — it is suicidal and will not 
be allowed,” it added.

Meanwhile, the United Nations 
food agency, the World Food Pro­
gramme, said on Wednesday that it 
has less than two weeks’ worth of 
food supplies in the Gaza Strip as a 
result of Israeli restrictions.

ByHUYUYAN
huyuyan@chinadaitycom.cn

Many music enthusiasts enjoy 
soaking up the sun while listening 
to the tunes at the Chengdu Open- 
Air Music Park, where a 32,000- 
square-meter lawn serves as its 
seating area. Since its opening in 
May 2019, the park has hosted more 
than 300 high-profile music events, 
including the Midi Music Festival 
and concerts by Chinese singers Xu 
Wei and Hua Chenyu.

Liao Li, chairman of the company 
operating the park, noted that since 
the Chengdu Symphony Orchestra

Clockwise from top: Chengdu Tianfu Art Park in Jinniu district, Chengdu, capital of Sichuan province, yuan yiming / for china daily Fans cheer 
while watching a soccer match at an additional venue set up for those unable to secure tickets in Jinniu district in February, photos provided

to china daily Fans wave flags in the packed stadium of the Fenghuang Mountain Sports Park in Jinniu district.

the negative effects of Netanyahu’s 
order to impose a total blockade on 
all goods entering Gaza until Hamas 
accepts the US proposal to extend 
the first phase of the cease-fire deal. 

Palestinians say the blockade 
could lead to starvation among the 
2.3 million people living in the 
enclave’s ruins.

tarian crises unfolding.
The Gaza Strip is experiencing

established residence in the Cheng­
du Symphony Orchestra Concert 
Hall at the open-air music park in 
late 2023, the conceit hall has host­
ed over 70 large-scale symphony 
concerts, attracting a combined 
audience of over 60,000 and gener­
ating over 3 million yuan in revenue. 

On Feb 27, the launch ceremony 
for the torch of the World Games 
2025 Chengdu took place at the 
Chengdu Tianfu Art Park in Jinniu 
district. This is Chengdu’s first pub­
lic space that features an extensive

US President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday warned Hamas of “hell 
to pay” if all remaining hostages 
held in Gaza are not released.

The United States meanwhile 
confirmed unprecedented direct 
talks with the Palestinian militant 
group, which it proscribes as a 
“terrorist” organization, focused 
on US hostages in Gaza.

White House press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt declined to provide 
details on the substance of talks, but 
said Trump has authorized his 
envoys to “talk to anyone”

Trump appealed to Hamas to 
release all hostages — both dead 
and alive — calling the group “sick 
and twisted” for keeping the corpses 
of some of the hostages.

“This is your last warning! For the 
leadership, now is the time to leave 
Gaza while you still have a chance,” 
he wrote on his Truth Social plat­
form after meeting freed hostages. 

Trump also warned of repercus­
sions for Gaza as a whole, where 
virtually the entire population has 
been displaced by Israel’s relentless 
military campaign in response to 
Hamas’ Oct 7,2023, attack.

‘To the people of Gaza: A beauti­
ful future awaits, but not if you hold 
hostages,” he said. “Make a smart 
decision. Release the hostages now,

1
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The 2025 season opener for the 
Chinese Football Association Super 
League kicked off on Feb 22 at the 
Fenghuang Mountain Sports Park 
in Chengdu’s Jinniu district. Nearly 
42,000 spectators turned the iconic 
venue into a sea of red — the color of 
the home team, Chengdu Rong- 
cheng.

Jinniu district, a core area of com­
mercial activity and urban renewal 
in Chengdu, die capital of Southwest 
China’s Sichuan province, is driving 
its economic growdi through three 
main pillars: hosting sporting 
events, develop ing cultural and crea­
tive offerings, and cementing its 
position as a commercial hub.

In 2024, Jinniu district achieved 
a regional GDP of 170.23 billion 
yuan ($23.45 billion), up 5.8 percent 
year-on-year. The value added of 
the local service sector surpassed 
135 billion yuan, and total retail 
sales of consumer goods exceeded 
108 billion yuan.

■A

RUSSIA

Putin names new 
Washington envoy 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
appointed senior veteran diplomat 
Alexander Darchiev as ambassador 
to the United States on Thursday, to 
lead a rapprochement that has 
stunned Ukraine and Washington’s 
European allies. The Russian Foreign 
Ministry said last week that the US
had given it the green light at a meet­
ing between Russian and US officials 
in TUrkiye to appoint Darchiev, who 
now selves as head of the ministry’s 
North America department.

UNITED STATES

Education Department
set to be dismantled 
US President Donald Tump is 
expected to issue an executive order 
aimed at abolishing the Department 
of Education, the Wall Street Journal 
reported on Wednesday. The order 
may come as soon as Thursday, the 
newspaper said, citing people familiar 
with the matter whom it did not 
name. The White House and the 
department did not immediately 
respond to requests for comment late 
on Wednesday. Tump has repeatedly 
called for eliminating the department, 
calling it a “big con job” He proposed 
shuttering it in his first term as presi­
dent, but Congress did not act.

JAPAN

1 killed in blast at 
auto parts plant
An explosion occurred at an auto 
parts plant in Japan on Thursday, 
killing one person and injuring two, 
the company said. A dust collector 
exploded at the plant operated by 
Chuo Spring, “partially destroying 
the building”, according to a state­
ment. The incident “killed one 
employee” and injured two others, 
with the cause of the accident still 
under investigation, it said. Tie fire 
caused by the blast was already 
extinguished, it added.

________________

‘Buy global, sell global’
As the first national-level pilot 

area in western China for develop­
ing market procurement trade, or 
trade through procurement in 
recognized market clusters, Jinniu 
district has supported made-in- 
Sichuan products in going global 
with policies such as simplified cus­
toms processes and value-added tax 
exemptions.

In December 2024,21 metric tons 
of fresh lemons, purchased from 
Anyue county in the Sichuan city of 
Ziyang and prepared for transporta­
tion in Jinniu district, were export­
ed to Russia through Horgos Port in 
the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region. This marked the first batch 
of fruit exported from Sichuan via 
the market procurement trade 
model.

“Thanks to the market procure­
ment trade pilot program, we can 
now take the overseas buyers’ 
orders with us, go to the formland 
where the produce is grown, and 
talk to potential suppliers directly,” 
said Zheng Qing, general manager 
of Sichuan Zhuoyang Supply Chain 
Management.

A representative from Jinniu dis­
trict’s market procurement trade 
service center said that they have 
built a platform linking trade with 
production to promote the new 
business model, which involves 
multiple districts in Chengdu and 
other cities in Sichuan. Four prod­
uct display centers have been set up, 
attracting the participation of near­
ly 230 companies.

Jinniu district’s export value 
reached 11.28 billion yuan in 2024, 
with Sichuan products such as Huiji 
melon seeds and Mianyang rice 
noodles reaching more than 30 
countries via international freight 
services.

A cultural powerhouse
For more than 2,000 years, the 

ancient Jinniu Road has brought 
people and commerce to the area, 
nurturing its rich cultural heritage. 
Today, local cultural venues such as 
the Chengdu Open-Air Music Park 
and the Chengdu Tianfu Art Park 
are at the forefront of promoting 
Jinniu district’s cultural legacy and 
creativity.

CFA Super League and the
World Games 2025 Chengdu.”

I
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Increasing prices
Nebal Farsakh, spokeswoman for 

the Palestine Red Crescent Society, 
told China Daily that the situation 
in Gaza is deteriorating, severely 
affecting die market where the pri­
ces of essential items are rapidly 
increasing.

“We are expecting the situation to 
become even worse if the blocking 
of aid continues as die situation was 
dire even before die blocking of aid,” 
Farsakh said.

In a joint statement on Wednes­
day, the foreign ministers of France, 
Germany and the United Kingdom 
expressed “deep concern” about 
Israel’s decision to halt aid into the 
Gaza Strip.

— —-*-ul_

Recreation driving growth 
Chengdu has a vibrant sports cul­

ture, with soccer deeply embedded in 
its DNA The high demand for tickets 
for die opening match of the 2025 
CFA Super League prompted the 
Jinniu district commerce bureau to 
collaborate with die Chengdu Rong- 
cheng Football Club to set up an 
additional venue on a local food 
street for fans who were unable to 
secure tickets for the highly antici­
pated event.

Tie initiative is pail of Jinniu dis­
trict’s broader strategy to integrate 
sports, culture, commerce and tour­
ism into a cohesive economic engine, 
aiming to turn event-goers into retail 
consumers.

In 2024, the Fenghuang Mountain 
Sports Park hosted 72 large-scale 
events — each involving at least 
10,000 spectators. These included 
concerts, basketball games, per­
formances on ice, and esports activi­
ties.

In the same year, Jinniu district 
as a whole hosted 33 high-profile 
international sporting events, 
including the FIBA Women’s Bas­
ketball League Asia. The events gen­
erated over 100 million yuan in 
ticket revenue and approximately 
1.17 billion yuan in spending on food 
and beverages, accommodation, 
and tourism.

US holds direct talks with Hamas amid 
deepening humanitarian crisis in Gaza

For Palestinians,
threats appeared to have been

regarding direct talks with Hamas, overshadowed by the dire humani-
without elaborating.

Rasha Al Joundy, a senior

or there will be hell to pay later!” 
In addition, Tramp said he was 

“sending Israel everything it needs
to finish the job” as his administra­
tion expedites billions of dollars in
weapons. Palestinian children wait for food at a charity kitchen on Wednesday ahead of the fast-breaking iftar

In response, Hamas said on meal during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, at a refugee camp in central Gaza, eyad baba/ afp

Thursday that Tramp’s threats con­
stituted support for Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to researcher at the Dubai Public ftilicv
back out of the Gaza cease-fire and Research Centre in the United Arab
intensify the siege of Gazans. Emirates, told China Daily that

In a text message to Reuters, Tump “lias a strong position on
Hamas spokesman Abdel-Latif whathewants”toendtheGazacrisis.
Al-Qanoua said, “The best track to “This means that all parties will
release the remaining Israeli pris- be pressured somehow to cooperate,
oners is by the occupation going and this includes Israel because it is
into the second phase and compel- the far-right government that is
ling it to adhere to the agreement making decisions and everyone else
signed under the sponsorship of is just trying to contain the implica-
mediators.” tions,” she said.

The first phase of the cease-fire Everyone in the Middle East,
agreement ended over the weekend including Israel, “is nervous and
after six weeks of relative calm that waiting for the scenario Trump
included exchanges of Israeli hosta- adopts for the next Gaza phase”, she
ges for Palestinian prisoners held in added.
Israeli jails. “Israel wants to sell (out) the agree-

The deal calls for the remaining ment it had with Hamas twice by
hostages to be freed in the second refusing to engage in the next phase
phase, during which final plans and insisting on prolonging the cur-
would be negotiated for an end to rent phase of the agreement Freeing
the conflict. the hostages despite stopping the aid

Meanwhile, Netanyahu’s office to Gaza... means no peace talks.”
issued a statement saying Israel has For Palestinians, Tump’s
expressed to the US its position
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the China Center for Information 
Industry Development, a think tank 
affiliated with the Ministry of Indus­
try and Information Technology, 
said finance, manufacturing, gov­
ernance and transportation were 
the top industries in China using Al 
large language models.

By LIU YUK UN
liuyukun@chinadaily.com.cn

Well aware of the opportunities 
ahead, established tech heavy­
weights such as Alibaba, Tencent, 
Baidu, ByteDance, iFlytek and Hua­
wei, as well as thousands of startups 
in China, are scrambling to develop 
and embrace large language models. 

Chi Xiannian, a senior engineer at
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It is an appropriate time to 
intensify investment in public ser­
vices while stepping up central 
government support for real estate 
enterprises’ restructuring as China 
sharpens its commitment to bol­
stering domestic demand, said a 
national political adviser and sen­
ior economist.

“Without expanding invest­
ment, it would be hard to over­
come weak demand over the 
short term,” said Zhang Bin, a 
member of the 14th National 
Committee of the Chinese Peo­
ple’s Political Consultative Con­
ference, in an exclusive interview 
with China Daily.

“The approach of boosting 
investment, however, will differ 
from the past. We need to focus 
more on public infrastructure pro­
jects that enhance consumption 
and improve people’s well-being,” 
said Zhang, also deputy director of 
the Chinese Academy of Social Sci­
ences’ Institute of World Econom­
ics and Politics and a senior 
researcher at the China Finance 40 
Forum (CF40).

If China were to rely solely on 
consumption to bridge the output 
gap, household consumption 
would need to grow by 15 to 20 per­
cent — a target that is unrealistic 
over the short term, making the 
role of investment indispensable, 
Zhang said. The output gap is the 
difference between a country’s 
actual economic output and its 
potential output at full capacity. 

“There may be fewer traditional 
projects like railways, highways 
and airports, but we should see 
more investment in renovating old 
housing, providing housing for 
migrant workers and developing 
public facilities such as libraries, 
hospitals, spoils venues and 
underground infrastructure. Such 
investments are crucial, as they 
not only improve livelihoods, but 
also boost incomes and consump­
tion.”

In a recent CF40 research 
report, Zhang’s team estimated 
that China’s investments in the 
sendees sector — especially public 
services like education, culture, 
sports and underground construc-

and promote industry-specific verti­
cal applications based on these Al 
models.

According to Liu, die domestic 
computing software ecosystem 
remains weak, with incomplete sup­
porting tools such as open-source 
training frameworks, and develop­
ment platforms. Apart from the com­
pany’s Al model Spark, all other 
publicly downloadable large lan­
guage models are trained on US com­
pany Nvidia’s chips.

Failing to develop an Al industry 
ecosystem based on domestic chips 
is akin to “building a skyscraper on 
someone else’s foundation,” Liu cau­
tioned.

He also urged greater efforts to 
leverage China’s extensive Al appli­
cation scenarios to actively apply 
large language models in industri­
al fields, forming a data flywheel 
that will make the nation the first 
to reap the benefits from Al in

try’s foreign trade landscape is bene­
fiting from favorable conditions 
amid the broader global economic 
recovery, Lian added.

According to the World Trade 
Organization, global merchandise 
trade is projected to grow by 3 per­
cent year-on-year in 2025, higher 
than last year’s growth target, pro­
viding an enabling climate for Chi­
na’s continued expansion in 
overseas markets.

The ability to constantly innovate 
and bring forth technologically 
advanced, higher value-added and 
lower carbon emission products is a 
crucial competitive advantage for 
China’s exports, said Bai Ming, a 
researchei' with the Chinese Acade­
my of International Trade and Eco­
nomic Cooperation.

China’s annual production of new 
energy vehicles exceeded 10 million 
units for the first time in 2024, with 
exports crossing the 2 million mark, 
said the China Association of Auto­
mobile Manufacturers.

This will help the country to carve 
out a position in the global market­
place and remain resilient amid 
growing protectionism and intensi­
fying geopolitical tensions, Bai said. 

Meanwhile, China is proactively 
shielding its global supply chains 
from external shocks by cultivating 
a more diverse set of trading part­
ners as well as deepening regional 
integration.

In 2024, China’s exports to other 
countries participating in the Belt 
and Road Initiative grew 9.6 percent 
year-on-year, while exports to ASEAN 
increased 13.4 percent, to Brazil by 
23.3 percent, to the United Arab 
Emirates by 19.2 percent and to Saudi 
Arabia by 18.2 percent, said the Gen­
eral Administration of Customs.

These figures significantly out­
paced the growth rates in China’s 
exports to its traditional markets, 
such as the European Union and the

China’s policymakers vowed dur­
ing the two sessions to bolster poli­
cies for stabilizing foreign trade and 
support enterprises in securing 
orders and exploring new markets 
as escalating tensions with the Unit­
ed States due to Washington’s tariff 
hikes dampen normal trade activity, 
analysts and executives said.

China’s export product mix 
toward greener, more digitalized 
and higher-end offerings is 
strengthening the country’s com­
petitiveness and adaptability in the 
face of evolving trade dynamics. 
Also, its vast domestic consumer 
base provides a steadily growing 
market for quality imports, they 
said during the ongoing annual 
meetings of China’s top legislative 
and political advisory bodies.

“Regardless of changes in the 
external environment, we should 
remain steadfast in our commit­
ment to opening-up,” said Premier 
Li Qjang on Wednesday while deliv­
ering the Government Work Report, 
detailing the world’s second-largest 
economy’s trade policies for the rest 
of die year.

Within just the first month of his 
presidency, US President Donald 
Trump has twice imposed addition­
al 10 percent tariffs on Chinese 
exports. Each additional 10 percent 
increase in US tariffs could result in 
a 2-2.5 percent drop in China’s 
export performance, said Lian Ping, 
president of the China Chief Econo­
mist Forum.

“The impact of the US tariffs is 
only just beginning to come to the 
fore,” Lian said, cautioning that the 
external environment facing China 
in 2025 is poised to become “even 
more intricate and fraught with 
uncertainty”

Despite the headwinds, the coun­

Yuan strengthens
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chi­
nese currency renminbi, or the 
yuan, strengthened 22 pips to 7.1692 
against the US dollar on Thursday, 
according to the China Foreign 
Exchange Hade System. In China’s 
spot foreign exchange market, the 
yuan is allowed to rise or fell by 2 
percent from the central parity rate 
each trading day. The central parity 
rate of the yuan against the US dol­
lar is based on a weighted average 
of prices offered by market makers 
before the opening of the interbank 
market each business day.

industrial applications.
After China unveiled a new-gener- 

ation Al development plan in 2017, 
Liu said the country has accumulat­
ed technical reserves and organized 
teams in the field of cognitive intelli­
gence, making it an important player 
in the global Al arena.

However, with the emergence of 
generative Al technology, global 
competition lias intensified and Chi­
na lags behind the United States in 
some aspects, he said. Generative Al 
refers to computer algorithms that 
produce new text, images, code, vid­
eos and audio in a human-like fesh- 
ion. It is the key technology' behind 
ChatGPT and Sora.

Goldman Sachs Research has fore­
cast ina reportthatbreakthroughs in 
generative Al can drive a 7 percent, or 
almost $7 trillion, increase in global 
GDP and raise productivity growth 
by 1.5 percentage points over a 
10-year period.
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tion — remain much lower than 
the average level in developed 
economies, pointing to great 
growth potential.

“I believe now is an opportune 
time to intensify investment in 
public services,” Zhang said. “First, 
it will stimulate overall demand. 
Second, costs are relatively low 
now. Third, these investments will 
yield long-term economic and 
social benefits in the future.”

The Government Work Report 
also said that the country will scale 
up investment in the services sec­
tor, while vowing specific meas­
ures to restore stability in the real 
estate market, including effective­
ly preventing debt defaults by 
property firms.

Considering the prolonged drag 
of the real estate sector on aggre­
gate demand, Zhang stressed 
accelerating the restructuring of 
property firms to further restore 
their financing and cash flow, as 
well as further reducing mortgage 
interest rates to boost homebuying 
demand.

“This is an important task,” he 
said, as the cash flow' pressure on 
real estate firms, particularly pri­
vate ones, has persisted and limit­
ed their capability to maintain 
normal business operations — and 
impeded stabilization of the real 
estate market.

To achieve this, Zhang proposed 
that the central government or 
State-owned capital can inject 
resources and facilitate property 
developers’ restructuring, while 
the People’s Bank of China, the 
country’s central bank, could pro­
vide credit support.

For instance, the Ministry of 
Finance could issue special bonds, 
and the central bank could pur­
chase them, Zhang said, adding 
that direct purchases of real estate 
company bonds by the central 
bank might also be an option.

“Central government credit can 
help restore market confidence 
with relatively limited financial 
input,” he said. “There w'ould be 
plenty of money in the market will­
ing to invest in real estate firms 
once restructuring is completed, 
and investors could regain confi­
dence that the companies have 
enhanced debt repayment capabil­
ities.”

More digitalized, higher-end offerings 
strengthening trade competitiveness

Export-bound vehicles await shipment at Taicang Port, Jiangsu province, ji haixin / for china daily

Highlighting the role of inno­
vation as a catalyst for the 
advancement of the private 
economy, national political 
advisers have suggested that 
entrepreneurs actively integrate 
technology to drive cost efficien­
cies and operational enhance­
ments, while also seeking out 
new avenues for growth.

Additionally, favorable gov­
ernment policies are empha­
sized to streamline loan 
processes, addressing the chal­
lenges of costly and difficult 
financing for small and micro­
sized private enterprises, they 
said on Thursday.

The remarks follow'ed the focal 
points outlined in the Govern­
ment Work Report, emphasizing 
the effective execution of policies 
and measures to foster the growth 
of die private sector, better safe­
guarding the legitimate rights 
and interests of private enterpris­
es and entrepreneurs in compli­
ance with the law.

The report also advocates for 
qualified private enterprises to 
establish a robust modern cor­
porate framework infused with 
Chinese characteristics. Fur­
thermore, it advocates dealing 
with hyper-competition and the 
enhancement of market access 
environments in emerging sec­
tors, marking it as a pivotal 
objective in the government’s 
agenda for 2025.

Shen Danyang, the head of the 
report drafting group and 
director of the Research Office 
of the State Council, elaborated 
on die government’s commit­
ment to bolstering the private 
sector post-report release, say­
ing, “The government will per­
sist in refining a fair competitive 
market landscape, reducing 
burdens, enabling companies to 
compete unhindered and resolv­
ing payments owed to enterpris­
es, with methods including the 
issuance of special bonds by 
local governments to settle 
debts, diereby ensuring sus­
tained financial backing for 
small and micro-sized private 
enterprises.”

As per data from the State 
Administration for Market Reg­
ulation, by the end of January 
the number of private enterpris­
es in China had surged to 56.7 
million, which is 5.2 times of 
that in 2012.

Ma Jiantang, a member of the 
14th National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Con­
sultative Conference, urged for 
further efforts in addressing the 
hurdles of arduous and costly 
financing for private enterpris­
es, emphasizing the need to sup­
port private companies in 
reclaiming debts as failure to do 
so could impede the cash flow of 
private enterprises.

“We eagerly anticipate the 
upcoming law to protect private 
economy, which will ensure the 
effective implementation of the 
array of policies and measures 
through legal norms, ensuring 
fair market competition in 
terms of resource allocation, 
financial support and legal pro­
tection,” said Liu Yonghao, a 
CPPCC National Committee 
member.

Liu, who also serves as the 
head of the agricultural and ani­
mal husbandry enterprise New 
Hope Group, added that “indus­
tries such as meat, eggs, dairy 
and clothing have reached satu­
ration levels in China. In this 
evolving landscape, competi­
tion is intense, particularly in 
traditional industries where the 
emphasis should be on avoiding 
hyper-competition that cen­
tered on price competition over 
quality, functionality, and 
branding.”

He called for more efforts on 
product innovation, design and 
marketing.

HdEGH AUTOLINERS

US, which stood at 4.3 percent and 
6.1 percent year-on-year, respective­
ly, the administration said.

“In the face of the constantly 
changing global trade landscape, we 
must continuously explore new 
emerging markets,” said Lu Xiaojie, 
head of Jiangsu province-based Nan­
tong Winner Sports Goods Co Ltd.

The company, specializing in the 
production of a wide range of sport­
ing goods, had previously focused 
on the US market. However, in 
recent years, the company has pro­
actively adjusted its marketing 
strategy, placing countries partici­
pating in the Belt and Road Initia­
tive as key targets for market 
expansion.

“Currently, our share of the US 
market has declined from the peak 
of around 40 percent to about 10 
percent, but we have successfully 
developed new markets in South 
America, Africa and other emerging 
regions, effectively offsetting the 
reduction in our traditional mar­
kets. We expect our export volume 
to increase by around 20 to 30 per­
cent this year,” Lu said.

Meanwhile, China places equal 
emphasis on opening up its markets 
and scaling up quality imports. Chi­
na’s imports reached a record­
breaking 18 trillion yuan ($2.49 
trillion) in 2024, up 2.3 percent year- 
on-year, cementing the country’s 
position as the world’s second-larg­
est import market for the 16th con­
secutive year, said the Ministry of 
Commerce.

China’s vast market size, diverse 
consumer demand and immense 
growth potential remain 
unchanged. The country’s unwaver­
ing commitment to implementing 
effective import policies continues 
to drive this impressive perform­
ance, said He Yadong, a spokesper­
son for the ministry.

China’s transformation of its mas­
sive domestic market into a shared 
global marketplace is injecting new 
momentum into the development of 
the world economy, He said.

ByZHOULANXU
zhoidamcv@chinadaily.com.cn
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to bolster 
private 
enterprises

There is an urgent need to encour­
age research and development of 
large language models trained on 
domestic chips, in order to build a 
robust artificial intelligence ecosys­
tem that will ensure sustainable and 
high-quality development in the Al 
era, said Liu Qingfeng, a deputy to 
the 14th National People’s Congress, 
the country’s top legislature.

Liu, who is also chairman of Chi­
nese Al company iFlytek, suggested 
efforts be made toward providing 
special financial support to enter­
prises that are developing domestic 
Al chips and those that use domestic 
chips for large language model train­
ing.

He also called for more support to 
encourage State-owned enterprises 
in prioritizing the procurement of Al 
models developed on domestic chips 

pt?
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Central bank conducts 
reverse repos
China’s central bank conducted
104.5 billion yuan ($1458 billion) of 
seven-day reverse repos at an inter­
est rate of 1.5 percent on Thursday. 
The move aims to keep liquidity in 
the banking system at an adequate 
level, the central bank said. A 
reverse repo is a process in which 
the central bank purchases securi­
ties from commercial banks 
through bidding, with an agree­
ment to sell them back in the 
future.

Shoppers browse Al-related products at an iFlytek store in Hang­
zhou, Zhejiang province, long wei / for china daily
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China’s second draft of the private 
economy promotion law lias attract­
ed widespread attention at the ongo­
ing two sessions — the annual 
gatherings of the National People’s 
Congress and the National Commit­
tee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference. 

The draft expands protection 
against arbitrary fees and fines 
imposed on private enterprises. Ear­
lier, the draft law was submitted to 
the Standing Committee of the NPC, 
China’s top legislature, for a second 
reading. The first reading took place 
in December 2024.

The second draft follows a high-lev­
el symposium on private enterprises 
held last month, which emphasized 
the significance of the private sector 
and signaled the country’s commit­
ment to fostering its healthy and high- 
quality development.

The second draft effectively trans­
lates the country’s strategic goals of 
“building a high-level socialist mar­
ket economic system” and “optimiz-

Apart from setting the annual 
growth target of this year at around 5 
percent, the same as that of the past 
year, which the country managed to 
realize, another noticeable point of 
the Government Work Report sub­
mitted to the country’s top legislature 
for deliberation on Wednesday is that 
the country’s Cabinet proposes to set 
the Chinese government’s deficit ratio 
at around 4 percent this year, 1 per­
centage point higher than last year. 

The deficit ratio is a major weather 
vane to measure the orientation of 
fiscal policy. In the past decade, the 
government deficit ratio of China has 
fluctuated between 2.3 percent and 
3.8 percent.

The proposed increase in the defi­
cit ratio is a strong signal that China 
will implement a more active fiscal 
policy this year in the face of the 
external and internal headwinds. A 
more proactive fiscal policy, if well 
implemented, will be conducive to

ing the development environment 
for the private economy” into action­
able legal provisions. This is expected 
to provide robust protection for Chi­
na’s private economy. 

Many NPC deputies and CPPCC 
National Committee members 
believe that the economy is in a criti­
cal period of transitioning from old 
to new growth drivers and rebuilding 
market confidence. The introduction 
of the private economy promotion 
law is expected to serve as a boost to 
the confidence of most private entre­
preneurs.

China’s private enterprises are not 
only a significant driving force of Chi­
nese modernization but also a shin­
ing emblem of the country’s high- 
quality economic development. On 
the global stage, they have demon­
strated China’s speed and strength, 
marking new heights for the coun­
try’s economy through their actions. 

However, they also face severe and 
complex external challenges, as well as 
insufficient domestic demand. Stabi-

and enhancing future potential, while 
effectively improving the efficiency of 
fund utilization. It also aims at 
increasing residents’ incomes through 
multiple channels, promoting income 
growth and reducing the burden on 
middle- and low-income groups, and 
improving the normal wage growth 
mechanism for workers. 

The report proposes developing 
new quality productive forces and 
promoting the integrated develop­
ment of technological innovation 
and industrial innovation. To develop 
new quality productive forces and 
build a modern industrial system, 
China must invest heavily in human 
capital, enhance people’s quality and 
skills, and provide a steady stream of 
talent for scientific research and 
industrial upgrading. 

The report proposes rejuvenation

hina has announced that it will increase its national defense budget by 7.2 percent this year. 
This is the 10th consecutive year of single-digit growth.

The increase is the same as the previous two years, enabling the country’s planned defense 
expenditure to reach about 1.785 trillion yuan ($249 billion) this year, according to a draft

budget report submitted to the national legislature for deliberation.
The country’s defense expenditure as a percentage of GDP has been below 1.5 percent for many 

years, lower than the world average, according to a spokesman for the third session of the 14th Nation­
al People’s Congress.

In comparison, the United States has pledged to spend no less than 3 percent of its GDP on national 
defense, and its president has recently asked the country’s NATO allies to spend 5 percent of their GDP 
on defense, 3 percentage points more than the current target. Not to mention that China’s defense 
spending in per-capita terms has been far less than those of the US and its allies.

Yet despite this, China hawks in the West have indulged in their customary scaremongering, raising 
cries of alarm about the size of the increase and what they claim is a lack of transparency. They are not 
interested in the fact that China’s defense budget is less than one-third that of the US, which accounts 
for around 40 percent of the world’s military spending. In feet, China’s military modernization goals 
are there for all to see in the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25), which serves as a comprehensive blueprint 
for the modernization and development of the People’s Liberation Army.

The scaremongering in the West hypes up the modem weaponry that the PLA is introducing, such as 
aircraft carriers and stealth fighters, but the aim is to achieve full modernization in terms of technolo­
gy, equipment, organization, and operational capabilities by 2035. That requires funding for military 
training, combat readiness, and the development of new combat capabilities, among other things. 

A proportion of the US defense budget funds the Pacific Deterrence Initiative, which is a strategic 
framework designed to enhance the US’ military presence and capabilities in the “Indo-Pacific” region. 

Part of that initiative involves the US and many of its allies, including Australia, Canada, France, 
Japan, and the United Kingdom engaging in military exercises close to Chinese territories as well as 
the siting of US military bases and missile systems around China, which the China hawks ignore as a 
motivating factor for China’s military modernization and so-called assertive behavior.

Yet most people faced with an armed and hostile gang provocatively getting in their face with 
aggressive taunts and provocative acts would likely wish to have the means to deter an attack or pro­
tect themselves if necessary.

The aggressive posturing and military activities of the US and its allies in the Thiwan Strait and 
South China Sea also serve as a reminder to China of the need to modernize its military to safeguard 
its territorial integrity. The other scaremongering claim about China’s defense budget is that it is big­
ger than announced as it doesn’t include everything, such as its spending on the armed police and 
coast guard. Yet this is common practice as these usually come under other budgets.

China’s defense budget is in line with its determination to build a strong, innovative, and globally 
competitive military force that can safeguard its national interests and promote peace on the global 
stage. It should not be forgotten that China is one of the largest contributors of troops to United 
Nations peacekeeping missions, with over 50,000 peacekeepers having been sent to more than 20 
countries and regions worldwide over the past three decades.

Nor that China has not fought a war for more than 40 years, while the US has been involved in more 
than 100 military interventions in other nations in the post-Cold War era.

Nor that China’s fest economic growth over the past several decades has turned the country into the 
world’s second-largest economy and the largest exporter of goods. As China deepens its economic ties 
with the Global South and expands its Belt and Road Initiative, it needs to ensure that it has the 
wherewithal to safeguard its development interests.

Those who seek to use its defense budget to hype up a “China threat” are making a mountain out of 
a molehill.

he Government Work Report delivered by Premier Li Qiang at the opening of this year’s 
National People’s Congress session underscores China’s unwavering commitment to high- 
level opening-up as a cornerstone of its high-quality development strategy.

Against the backdrop of a complex and volatile global economic landscape, the report out­
lines a clear road map for expanding institutional opening-up, stabilizing foreign trade and invest­
ment, and deepening international cooperation. The measures put forward will not only help 
reinforce China’s role as a stabilizing force in the global economy but also demonstrate its determina­
tion to foster shared growth and prosperity through openness and collaboration.

China’s leadership has consistently emphasized the importance of openness in driving reform and 
development. Despite rising protectionism and escalating trade tensions in some parts of the world, 
China remains steadfast in its commitment to opening-up. The removal of restrictions on foreign 
investments in manufacturing last year was a bold step forward, signaling China’s willingness to cre­
ate a more inclusive and attractive environment for global investors.

The government’s agenda for2025 builds on this foundation, with plans to steadily expand institution­
al opening-up and advance unilateral opening-up. By promoting reform and development through great­
er openness, China aims to unlock new opportunities for both domestic and international stakeholders. 

The heads of the National Development and Reform Commission, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of 
Commerce, People’s Bank of China, and the China Securities Regulatory Commission held a Q&A ses­
sion on Thursday on the sidelines of the annual gathering of the 14th NPC, in which they affirmed that 
despite domestic consumption driving growth, measures to stabilize foreign trade and attract foreign 
investment are a strategic priority.

The central government will therefore implement policies to strengthen the trade sector by sup­
porting businesses in securing orders and exploring new markets. Relevant departments will contin­
uously optimize financial services such as financing, settlement, and foreign exchange, expand the 
scale and coverage of export credit insurance, and strengthen support for enterprises to participate in 
and organize exhibitions overseas.

The government is also actively promoting the development of cross-border e-commerce, making 
efforts to improve the cross-border express logistics system, and strengthening the construction of 
overseas warehouses. This year the authorities will work to expand the functions of overseas econom­
ic and trade cooperation zones, develop the trade in intermediate products, and promote the con­
struction and cooperation of smart customs to improve the level of customs clearance facilitation.

China remains a major global destination for foreign direct investment. To attract more investment, 
the government will expand openness in the service sector, particularly in culture, the internet and 
telecommunications, healthcare, and education through pilot programs. The authorities will also 
encourage reinvestment and support foreign investors in industry chain collaboration, ensuring 
equal treatment in areas such as licensing, procurement, and standards.

Support for foreign enterprises is also to be enhanced, with ‘landmark projects” advanced and the 
building of the “Invest in China” brand. Concerted efforts are to be made to improve the pilot free 
trade zones, advance the Hainan Free Ttade Port, and upgrade economic development zones and 
bonded areas. These efforts will focus on creating a market-oriented, law-based, and international­
ized business environment to foster the growth of foreign-funded enterprises.

The outlined measures indicate that China is not only addressing its own development needs but 
also contributing to global economic stability and growth by opening its door wider, stabilizing for­
eign trade and investment, and deepening international cooperation.

As the world grapples with uncertainty and protectionism, China’s commitment to openness and 
collaboration sends a powerful message of confidence and responsibility. As the nation continues to 
chart its development trajectory, its efforts to build a more inclusive and interconnected global econo­
my will undoubtedly create new opportunities for shared success and a brighter future for all.

promoting steady and sustainable 
growth of the economy.

The raising of the deficit ratio, an 
important means of macroeconomic 
regulation and a common practice in 
countries around the world to 
strengthen countercyclical regula­
tion of the macroeconomy, is expect­
ed to help the government effectively 
smooth economic fluctuations. 

Raising the fiscal deficit ratio can 
effectively expand the scale of fiscal 
expenditure, and the expansion of 
government spending will have a 
multiplier effect, stimulating demand 
from all sectors of society and further 
boosting economic recovery. 

This is conducive to stabilizing 
employment and can better support 
scientific and technological innovation, 
and promote the optimization and 
adjustment of the economic structure. 

Despite the immediate effect it can 
produce, the raising of the deficit 
ratio is by no means a hasty decision.

lizing market expectations has become 
a top priority for the government. A 
survey by the All-China Federation of 
Industry and Commerce revealed that 
72 percent of private enterprises are 
most concerned about “policy instabil­
ity^ Legislation is seen as the funda­
mental solution to this concern. 

Legislating the basic principles 
and policies for the private economy 
is of far-reaching significance for 
China’s economic development. The 
policy direction taken will shape the 
future of more than 57 million pri­
vate enterprises and entrepreneurs. 

Through legislation, China can cre­
ate a favorable business environment, 
break down market access barriers by 
ensuring equal rights, opportunities 
and rules, and remove institutional 
obstacles. By leveraging the stability 
and consistency of policies, the coun­
try can optimize the allocation of 
market resources, paving the way for 
the private economy to embark on a 
path of high-quality development. 

- ECONOMIC DAILY

The policymakers have done a lot of 
homework before determining the 
proposed deficit ratio. In the process, 
they will have comprehensively con­
sidered factors such as the overall 
needs of national development, the 
macroeconomic growth potential, 
macroeconomic regulation arrange­
ments, the fiscal revenue and 
expenditure situation, and medium- 
and long-term fiscal sustainability.

Despite this, the country’s lawmak­
ers can still carry out further deliber­
ation and analysis on the proposal to 
determine how the increased govern­
ment spending should be used to bet­
ter realize its intended effect.

Notably the Chinese government’s 
debt ratio is lower than that of major 
economies as well as the emerging 
market countries. Its debt risks are 
generally controllable, providing it 
with enough room and necessary con­
ditions for enhancing the deficit ratio. 

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

The Chinese government listed 
“vigorously boosting consumption 
and investment returns and stimu­
lating domestic demand” as a major 
task for 2025.

The key lies in investing in people. 
Aggregate social demand is the start­
ing point and driving force of econom­
ic growth, with consumption being the 
core, in which aspect China’s popula­
tion of 1.4 billion constitutes a super­
large market advantage. It is therefore 
necessary to enhance supply levels 
through product and service innova­
tion. Additionally, the consumption 
capacity of more people is restricted 
because of income limitations and 
insufficient social security coverage. 

That’s why the Government Work 
Report this year calls on placing great­
er emphasis on benefiting people’s 
livelihoods, promoting consumption,
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of the country by adhering to innova­
tion-driven development, and 
advancing the integrated develop­
ment of education, technological 
innovation, and talent cultivation. It 
makes systematic arrangements for 
accelerating the construction of a 
high-quality education system and 
comprehensively improving the 
quality of the talent pool. 

Consumer demand is the starting 
point of growth, while human inno­
vation vitality is the driving force of 
sustained growth. Therefore, it’s nec­
essary to invest in people to maintain 
social fairness and ensure people’s 
livelihoods. Only in this way can the 
nation effectively reap demographic 
dividends and talent dividends, 
achieving sustainable, high-quality, 
and inclusive development.
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In September 2021, Zimbab­
wean media revealed that the US 
embassy in the country was 
recruiting and financing young

Editor’s note: The world has undergone many changes and shocks in recent years. Enhanced dialogue between scholars from China and overseas is needed to build mutual understanding on many problems
the worldfitces. For this purpose, the China Watch, Institute of China Daily and the National Institutefor Global Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,jointly present this special column: The Global 
Strategic Dialogue, in which experts from China and abroad mH offer insightful views, analysis andfresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

Republic of Korea.
Amid unprecedented global 

changes, the Eurasian region is seeing 
another round of turbulence and 
realignment, accelerated by the 
Ukraine crisis. Continued geopolitical 
competition between Russia and the 
West may lead to further instability 
and a more diversified geopolitical 
landscape in the region. 

First, the region is expected to 
become increasingly fragmented. 
Ukraine and Moldova will move fur­
ther toward the West. Even though 
NATO membership remains out of 
reach for now, Ukraine has signed 
security agreements with multiple 
European nations to ensure enduring 
security commitments. Moldova has 
also signed a security and defence 
partnership agreement with the EU 
to deepen military and security coop­
eration.

Meanwhile, Russia is strengthening 
its alliance with Belarus by deploying 
tactical nuclear weapons in Belarus 
and making it Russia’s sole strategic 
outpost in the West.

The South Caucasus is expected to 
become a key link for trade across the 
Eurasian continent. Azerbaijan, Geor­
gia and Kazakhstan are accelerating 
the development of the Trans-Caspi­
an international transport corridor, 
with the EU planning to invest 10 bil­
lion euros ($10.5 billion) in the 
project. Russia and Azerbaijan are 
also promoting the International 
North-South Transport Corridor. 

Central Asia will also maintain its 
diversified geopolitical landscape. 
The region is strategically located at 
the heart of Eurasia with abundant 
energy resources. As Western coun­
tries and other nations outside the 
region such as Tlirkiye have stepped 
up tlieir engagement with Central 
Asia, Central Asian countries have 
followed their multi-vector foreign 
policies to strengthen mutually bene­
ficial cooperation in order to safe­
guard tlieir sovereignty and security. 

Second, “de-Russification” will con­
tinue. Since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, the newly independent states 
have prioritized sovereignty, territori­
al integrity, as well as national identi­
ty'. Many have focused on strengthen­
ing the indigenous ethnicities by 
promoting local history and langua­
ges. As a result, the influence of the 
Russian language is gradually dimin­
ishing across the Eurasian region. 
Russian is now considered an official 
language in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyz­
stan, a second official language in 
Belarus, and a language of inter-eth­
nic communication in Tajikistan. It 
has no official status in other Central 
Asian countries. The Russia-led Eura­
sian Economic Union has also 
encountered numerous challenges in 
terms of the free movement of goods, 
capital and labor due to Western 
sanctions.

Third, great power rivalry between 
Russia and the West may escalate ten­

activists and journalists to tar­
nish the investments made by 
China in the country as harmful 
to the nation. This made it clear 
that the anti-BRI propaganda 
with the debt-trap narrative as 
its main tool was going into 
high-gear throughout the world. 
A USAID-financed NGO in Ser­
bia made global headlines by 
claiming that cancer rates had 
risen in Smederevo, a town 
where a Chinese steel plant was 
operating. The health authorities 
in Smederevo later challenged 
the information presented to the 
international media by the NGO. 

The USAID’s role in financing 
anti-China and anti-BRI smear 
campaigns is well documented. 
It funds NGOs both in the US 
and abroad to recruit and orga­
nize talented “young leaders” 
and “opinion makers” pumping 
both finances and disinforma­
tion about China’s investments 
in the Global South through the 
BRI. The William & Mary’s Glob­
al Research Institute’s so-called 
information lab, AidData, is well 
known as such a USAID-financed 
source of disinformation about 
the BRI. It is not clear how the 
shutting down of the USAID will 
impact the channeling of the 
resources allocated by US Con­
gress to anti-China and anti-BRI 
operations, but it is a strong blow 
to such operations according to 
some Western media. 

The irony is that if the US had 
used these large amounts of 
money to do good in Africa 
through public goods projects 
rather than tarnishing the BRI 
and China with disinformation, 
the US would have had greater 
soft power in its competition 
with China. For example, with 
the $1.5 billion, the US could 
build 250 hospitals of the same 
type as the China-built Mahuse- 
kwa Hospital for antenatal care 
in Mashonaland in Zimbabwe, 
which cost $6 million. The same 
amount could be used to build 
about 500 level-three hospitals 
such as the Gachororo Health 
Centre in Juja, Kenya, a 200-bed 
facility that cost $3.2 million. 
However, such win-win thinking 
does not penetrate the mind of 
policymakers in Washington 
who are saturated with the zero­
sum game of geopolitics. 

There are two ways to deal 
with the debt-trap narrative: one 
is to show its fallac ies in a sys­
tematic and pedagogical way; 
the other is to develop innovative 
methods in financing infrastruc­
ture along the BRI in addition to 
the way China has successfully 
done in the first 10 years. It is a 
matter of reality that many 
nations, especially developing 
countries, are in dire need for 
infrastructure to release their 
economic growth potential and 
sustain it. Nations are tired of aid

77ze author is vice-chairman of 
the Belt and Road Institute in 
Sweden and a distinguished 
research fellow at the Guangdong 
Institute of International Strate­
gies. The author contributed this 
article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. 
The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

The author is a research professor 
and deputy secretary-general, of the 
Academic Committee at the China 
Institutes of Contemporary Interna­
tional Relations. The author contrib­
uted this article to China Watch, a 
think tank powered by China Daily. 
The views do not necessarily reflect 
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ince the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Eurasian states have 
embarked on divergent devel­
opmental paths with different

prospects. The outbreak of the 
Ukraine crisis in February 2022 fur­
ther accelerated the geopolitical frag­
mentation and restructuring in the 
region and fundamentally altered the 
integrated model centered around

Russia. 
First, Eurasian 

states have compli­
cated relations with 
Russia and there 
have been persist­
ent forces to keep 
them from getting

too close. While Eurasian countries 
rely on Russia economically and in 
terms of security, they remain highly 
sensitive to sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and other issues, and fear 
that closer ties with Russia may com­
promise their independence and 
national sovereignty.

Second, major Eurasian economies 
are predominantly driven by raw 
material exports and the absence of a 
cohesive regional industry value 
chain undermines the foundation for 
economic integration. Eurasian econ­
omies are at the lower end of the 
global value chain. Without estab­
lished and complementary industrial 
cooperation, bilateral trade within 
the region remains limited. For exam­
ple, Russia’s trade with Eurasian 
countries has been reduced to a low 
level these years. In Kazakhstan, 
among its top 10 trading partners in 
2023, only Russia and Uzbekistan 
were from the Eurasian region. 

Third, against the backdrop of 
intensified geopolitical competition 
between Russia and the West, Eura­
sian countries have adopted diver­
gent foreign policy strategies. After 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, the 
West saw Russia as the loser of the 
Cold War and has consistently sought 
to squeeze its strategic space and con­
tain its development. Under Western 
influence, countries such as Ukraine, 
Moldova and Georgia have increas­
ingly distanced themselves from Rus­
sia and leaned toward the West, 
striving to join the European Union 
or North Atlantic Treaty Organiza­
tion. Notably, Ukraine terminated its 
non-alignment policy in response to 
the 2014 Crimea crisis, and changed 
its Constitution in 2019 to include the 
goal of membership in the EU and 
NATO.

Across the Eurasian region, only 
Belarus remains firmly aligned with 
Russia. Most other countries pursue 
a multi-vector foreign policy, which 
seeks to maintain cooperation with 
Russia while strengthening ties 
with powers outside the region. 
Central Asian nations have estab­
lished various “C5+1” mechanisms 
and are engaged in deeper coopera­
tion with the United States, the EU, 
Turkiye, India, Japan and the

-A

programs that have continued 
for decades without any tangible 
results in their attempts to elimi­
nate poverty and achieve pros­
perity.

Regarding the first point, a 
three-step method of exposing 
the fallacies of the debt-trap nar­
rative can be adopted so that it 
can be applied to any country 
that is alleged to be a victim of a 
“Chinese debt-trap” The three 
steps are examinations of the 
composition of the debt of that 
country, the quality of the debt 
incurred by that country, and 
finally the sources of financial 
instability' in that country. The 
samples used to develop this 
method are famous cases singled 
out by the narrative creators: Sri 
Lanka, Zambia, Kenya, Pakistan 
and Montenegro. They show that 
there is no basis for blaming Chi­
na for the financial problems of 
those countries. 

As for financing infrastruc­
ture in Belt and Road countries, 
it is imperative to continue the 
success of the Chinese method 
of low-interest and long-term 
loans no matter what the oppo­
nents say. But China alone can­
not fill the gap of tens of trillions 
of dollars necessary for develop­
ing modern infrastructure in 
Asia, Africa and South America. 
Other actors have to step up and 
resources have to be pooled. 
First, nations must develop 
national financial institutions to 
mobilize local resources through 
national “development banks”. 
Regional development banks 
are also advisable. For example, 
the Arab countries of the Gulf 
have more than $4 trillion in 
their sovereign wealth funds. 
The Chinese financial markets 
can also become a source of 
credit, as lias been proven by the 
Panda bonds that are becoming 
increasingly popular in develop­
ing countries. In addition, bilat­
eral development funds between 
creditors and debtors can be 
created in which a small portion 
of the natural resources of debt­
or country can be leveraged to 
generate credit from financial 
institutions in the creditor 
nations. In addition to China’s 
rise, the BRI is one of the great 
success stories of the 21st centu­
ry. It must be promoted and 
defended against ill-intended 
and geopolitically motivated 
attacks such as the “debt trap” 
narrative.
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The China “debt-trap” narrative is a falsehood 
that is a tool of geopolitics

sions in the region and destabilize 
some countries.

Since the onset of the Ukraine cri­
sis, Moldova’s domestic tensions have 
worsened, pushing the long-standing 
Transnistria issue to a tipping point 
While the South Caucasus has seen 
signs of reconciliation, domestic 
unrest persists in Georgia and Arme­
nia, with opposition forces staging 
multiple rounds of protests. Given the 
region’s strategic significance, exter­
nal forces are expected to step up 
their intervention and pose challen­
ges to regional stability. 

For China, the Eurasian region is 
both a key focus of its neighborhood 
diplomacy and a vital area for 
advancing the Belt and Road Initia­
tive. Amid the geopolitical restructur­
ing triggered by the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, China has leveraged its eco­
nomic advantages and multilateral 
cooperation frameworks to strength­
en ties with Eurasian nations, acting 
as a key force for regional stability 
and prosperity. China and Central 
Asian nations are now cooperating in 
a wide range of areas, including ener­
gy, infrastructure, industrial invest­
ment, agriculture, environmental 
protection and cultural exchanges. 
Central Asia has become a pioneering 
and demonstration region for the 
BRI.

China established a strategic part­
nership with Ukraine in 2011 and 
continues to view Ukraine as an 
important partner in Eurasia. 
Regarding the Ukraine crisis, China 
has maintained an impartial stance 
and has played a constructive role by 
standing up for peace, advocating 
dialogue and negotiations, and pro­
posing a series of peace initiatives to 
facilitate a political solution to the 
conflict. In 2023, China’s Position on 
the Political Settlement of die 
Ukraine Crisis was released, high­
lighting 12 key points. It received 
widespread international recogni­
tion.

China calls for the establishment of 
a balanced, effective, and sustainable 
security framework in Europe. China 
has appointed a special envoy to carry 
out three rounds of shutde diplomacy 
and will continue to play a proactive 
role in seeking a resolution to the 
Ukraine crisis.

Looking ahead, as the regional 
landscape continues to evolve, China 
is expected to maintain its neutrality 
while further promoting regional eco­
nomic cooperation and contributing 
to stability and development across 
Eurasia.
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The geopolitical landscape in the Eurasian region continues 
to evolve against the backdrop of intensified geopolitical 

competition between Russia and the West
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lthough it has been 
debunked thoroughly 
by international 
.experts, the “China 

debt-trap” narrative keeps sur­
facing as a mantra of anti-China 
campaigns. Most recently, a 
Swedish member of parliament 
brought it up in a public debate 

as part of 
what he called 
“China’s 
aggressive 
neocolonial 
operations in 
Africa” While 
the impact of 

this narrative lias diminished in 
recent years in the Global South, 
with more and more nations 
joining the Belt and Road Initia­
tive, it is being repeated in the 
West to mobilize forces that con­
sider China’s successful and 
peaceful rise as a geopolitical 
threat.

The narrative was launched as 
part of the first Donald Thump 
administration’s tool kit to coun­
ter the influence of China. In 
2018, according to US media 
reports at the time, the United 
States Department of State com­
missioned two Harvard Univer­
sity students to write a report 
which was titled “Debtbook 
Diplomacy: China’s Strategic 
Leveraging of its Newfound Eco­
nomic Influence and the Conse­
quences for US Foreign Policy”. 
The Department of State 
informed the US and interna­
tional mass media in May 2018 of 
the report and helped promote
it. At the end of 2018, the Depart­
ment of State even bragged in its 
financial report to US Congress 
that “the department continues 
to message on this subject, deliv­
ering additional high-perform­
ing materials, including: 
Harvard study warns of perilous 
‘debt-trap diplomacy”: 

The Department of State 
requested more financing for 
such operations. In 2021, the US 
Congress responded through 
“the Strategic Competition Act of 
2021” allocating $300 million 
every year from 2022 to 2026 for 
this purpose. A major part of the 
financing will be utilized, accord­
ing to the text of the Act, to pro­
vide “support for local media” 
stating that “the secretary of 
state, acting through the assist­
ant secretary of state for democ­
racy, human rights, and labor 
and in coordination with the 
administrator of the US Agency 
for International Development, 
shall support and train journal­
ists on investigative techniques 
necessary to ensure public 
accountability related to the 
BRI’:

Iff
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Simple mausoleum in Henan belies importance of warrior occupant

ShiBaoyin contributed to the story.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/07/2025 3:21:47 PM

is *

■

From left: An array of ritual bronze ware unearthed from a tomb coded M1902 at the Liulihe Site in Beijing. Inscriptions include the taibao 
yongyan (“Taibao built the city of Yan"). photos provided to china daily

Contact the writer at
wangkaihao@chinadaily.com.cn

Wang says. “He might have built a 
new city, probably the outer city we 
recently excavated.”

Some histories are written, while 
others are hidden in the earth. Fol­
lowing the clues, Wang’s team is still 
working to look for the palace. Their 
mission is to put together the pieces 
and work up an overview of the era. 

During the current round of exca­
vations, 17 tombs with burial passa­
ges, including M1902, indicating

By WANG RU in Anyang,
Henan province
wangrul @chinadaily.com.cn

that their inhabitants were either of 
the ruling dukes’ family or aristo­
crats, were found at Liulihe.

Wang says that DNA analysis lias 
identified four generations of Yan 
dukes. As there is no mention of Yan 
lineage after Lord Shao in surviving 
documents until nine generations 
later, she says it is a key reference in 
filling in the gaps of history.

In-depth research of individual 
samples could also help to reveal a

The mausoleum in suburban 
Anyang, Henan province, seemed 
not to match the fame of its occu­
pant, the late Eastern Han Dynasty 
(25-220) warlord and poet Cao Cao. 

Standing in front of the Cao Cao 
Mausoleum Museum, I saw a grand 
building in black and red, noble col­
ors during Cao’s time. The museum, 
which opened in 2023 and is about a 
40-minute drive from downtown 
Anyang, is built on the site of the 
mausoleum.

I couldn’t help feeling that with­
out the presence of such a building, 
the mausoleum would have gone 
unnoticed in the farmland around. 
No wonder it had disappeared from 
history for 1,800 years.

Western Jin Dynasty (265-316) 
historian Chen Shou once said of 
Cao that he was “an extraordinary 
man and a great talent” In the tur­
bulent era at the end of the Eastern 
Han Dynasty, he unified northern 
China and paved the way for his son 
to found the Wei Dynasty (220-265), 
one of the three dynasties that coex­

yan (“Taibao built the city of Yan”) 
directly connected this archaeologi­
cal site to the key chapter of history 
for the first time. Other inscriptions 
also mentioned Lord Shao organiz­
ing a sacrifice at the palace of the 
Duke of Yan as a groundbreaking 
ceremony.

“This monumental finding of 
these inscriptions also indicates 
that a palace city could already have 
existed when Lord Shao came,”

isted during the Three Kingdoms 
(220-280) period. Although Cao 
could not have the last laugh as he 
died in 220 without seeing the unifi­
cation of China, he wrote a remarka­
ble page in Chinese history and 
spawned a number of legends. His 
writing, especially his poems, also 
earned him a name in literature.

Before his death, Cao requested a 
simple burial. He didn’t want a large 
moundabovehis chamber, stonetab- 
lets to mark his mausoleum, or pre­
cious gold or silver funerary objects 
to accompany him in the afterlife.

This goes with his reputation of 
being frugal, but even so, his deci­
sion was unusual, because at the 
time, people of high social status 
tended to be buried with many pre­
cious funerary objects, which they 
believed they would continue to 
enjoy in the afterlife. Cao bucked 
tradition, and his final words said he 
chose to be buried like this because 
the country was not yet stable.

According to legend, Cao had 
plundered tombs to support his 
army, and so some say that he knew 
any precious object would be stolen. 
That sounds like a reasonable expla­
nation, but even so, his wish for his

er deliberately demolished. This 
complies with records, which say 
that the warlord’s son Emperor Cao 
Pi, the founder of the Wei Dynasty, 
initially built the structures as a 
demonstration of filial piety but lat­
er decided to obey his father’s wish 
and ordered their removal, return­
ing the mausoleum to a simple state. 

In the museum, I saw funerary 
objects. Although the mausoleum 
had been plundered multiple times 
throughout history archaeologists 
still found some. They are mostly 

were badly damaged. T\vo female 
remains were more or less intact, and 
probably those of consorts.

It took researchers years to com­
bine scattered evidence, including 
descriptions in documents, 
unearthed objects, and comparative 
DNA analysis of Cao’s descendants, 
to identify the site as his mausole­
um, which was historically referred 
to as Gaoling.

Archaeological studies indicate 
that the mausoleum once had struc­
tures above ground, which were lat­

pottery artifacts, not at all exquisite. 
As a matter of fact, some of the figu­
rines and pottery animals seem 
crudely made, as if by children.

After seeing the great number of 
exquisite gold artifacts found in the 
mausoleum of the Western Han 
Dynasty (206 BC-AD 24) Marquis of 
Haihun in Jiangxi province, I know 
how simple Cao’s burial was, and 
the only gold item I saw was a bead, 
smaller than a button.

Cao Cao has long been a contro­
versial figure. Some say he was a 
hero, while others say he was treach­
erous and cunning. Judging by his 
mausoleum, I saw a strong-minded, 
insightful man who faced death in 
his own way.

Leaving the museum, I looked up 
at a nearly 18-meter-tall statue of 
him riding a horse at the entrance. 
Cao is pulling on the reins and 
cracking a whip, his cloak swirling 
in the wind. Facing southeast, his 
eyes are fixed on the distant horizon, 
the area he foiled to conquer during 
his lifetime. This is the image of him 
in my heart, a man who was warrior 
throughout his life.

bigger picture, according to Wang. 
Wu Xiaohong, director of the Com­

mission of Archaeological Chronolo­
gy of the Chinese Society of 
Archaeology, and her team have been 
unraveling the puzzles surrounding 
the man who had long been sleeping 
in M1902. According to bronze 
inscriptions, the remains are those of 
a historian named Huan.

Based on 60 samples collected 
from 40 spots around the tomb, 
radiocarbon dating is providing a 
picture of Huan’s life.

“He was 40 to 45 years old when 
he died, probably some time 
between 1045 and 1010 BC,” Wu says. 
“It not only unrolls the time of the 
beginning of Beijing, but also helps 
solve the chronological issue of the 
Western Zhou as a whole.”

Due to the lack of an accurate 
timeline, opinion about when the 
Western Zhou Dynasty was estab­
lished has varied, with 1046 BC 
being the most widely accepted 
answer based on the study of docu­
ments, archaeological and astro­
nomical evidence.

“Huan witnessed the groundbreak­
ing ceremony shortly after the West­
ern Zhou Dynasty was founded, and 
the carbon dating results could pro­
vide supporting evidence,” Wu adds.

Clockwise from top left: A nobleman's tomb, coded M1902, at the Liulihe Site. Archaeologists clean 
bronze funerary objects at a tomb in the site, photos provided to china daily A bronze artifact unearthed from 
the site, wang kaihao/ china daily

tomb not to be disturbed failed 
despite the lack of precious artifacts. 

In the replica of the burial chamber 
at the museum, I saw the two big 
holes through which plunderers 
entered the burial chamber. One has 
been inferred as a form of political 
revenge dining the Western Jin era.

When archaeologists finally 
opened the mausoleum in 2008, they 
found only a skull and some bone 
fragments. DNA testing shows they 
belonged to a male who died in his 
60s, probably Cao, whose fecial bones 

ust over 3,000 years ago, 
the newly established West­
ern Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th 
century-771 BC) included

present-day Beijing area under the 
rale of a united central kingship for 
the first time.

After the fierce war that ended 
the Shang Dynasty (c. 16 th century- 
11th century BC), the Zhou king 
introduced enfeoffment system, 
under which land was given to the 
leaders of vassal states in exchange 
for their loyalty, to pacify people 
and govern the vast territory. The 
Yan state, whose leaders were from 
the same clan as the Zhou kings, 
rose around Beijing, marking the 
birth of the city.

Thanks to the Liulihe Site, which 
covers 5.25 square kilometers in the 
Fangshan district on the southwest­
ern outskirts of the capital, more is 
left of that prosperous era than his­
torical documents.

Since it was found in 1945, Liulihe 
has continued to yield evidence of 
history. In the 1970s, for example, I 
the milestone discovery of bronze 1 
wares inscribed with the name of 
the Duke of Yan finally confirmed it 
as the location of the seat of the vas­
sal state. Now, an ongoing round of 
excavation that began in 2021 has 
revealed more about this ancient 
buried city.

As previous excavations located 
the city walls, some scholars had 
speculated that they were the 
boundary of an inner city, and that 
an outer city should also exist. This 
theory has been confirmed by the 
new findings.

According to Wang Jing, the lead 
archaeologist from the Beijing Insti­
tute of Archaeology, recent excava­
tions confirmed the existence of a 
second layer of city walls and moats. 

The outer city wall is located 
about 350 meters north of the previ­
ous northern boundary, and is 
between 6 and 9 meters in width. 
The moat is between 3 and 5 meters 
from the wall, with an average width 
of 7 to 8 meters. Though many parts 
of the moat have been eroded by a 
nearby river, the surviving 1,020- 
meter section has already amazed 
archaeologists.

“Based on the position of the out­
er moat, it is estimated that the city 
could reach a square kilometer in 
size,” Wang says. “It surpasses our 
current understanding of the com­
plexity of Western Zhou cities.” 

New knowledge has also come 
from the inner city, which it is esti­
mated covers 600,000 square meters. 
Recent discoveries include large- 
scale rammed earth building founda­
tions spread across 2,300 sq m, and 
which is larger than similar findings i 
in China from the time, as well as I 
wells, some of which are over 10 k 
meters deep.

“They may provide clues to the 
different urban functional zones of 
the city,” Wang explains. 

The 82-degree orientation of both 
die inner and outer cities also turns 
out to be identical to the newly exca­
vated city rains of Zhouyuan Site in 
Shaanxi province, capital of the Zhou I
Dynasty (c. 11th century-256 BC). 

“They are the only two known 
city rains from the Western Zhou 1 
period with multiple layers of city 
walls,” Lei Xingshan, an archaeolo­
gy professor at Beijing Union Uni­
versity, says. “The identical 
orientation and complicated struc­
ture indicate the existence of a rigid I
ritual system.”

From left: The passage leading to the main tomb chamber at the Cao Cao Mausoleum Museum in 
Anyang, Henan province. Simple, crudely made ceramic artifacts unearthed from the mausoleum. 
PHOTOS BY WANG KAIHAO AND WANG RU / CHINA DAILY

Decoding lives
History is not only about kings and 

nobles. The job of archaeologists is 
also to shed light on the ordinary 
lives that may be absent in historical 
records.

A graveyard of 33 small-scale 
tombs for commoner's dating to the 
middle of die Western Zhou Dynasty 
was found north of the city. Ning 
Chao, a researcher at Peking Univer­
sity, and his team are conducting 
DNA analysis of die bones.

Those buried there belonged to 
two families related by marriage, 
and the cemetery contains the 
remains of at least four generations. 
Consanguineous marriage between 
cousins has been proven through 
the samples.

“We were able to draw a family 
tree through the studies,” Ning says. 
“It vividly explains how clans were 
organized at the time.”

Lab research has also provided 
clues to diet and livelihoods. Plant 
remains found at Liulihe mainly con­
sist of millet and sorghum, supple­
mented by soybeans and red beans 
with occasional traces of wheat.

“The agricultural structure reflects 
die typical dryland farming practices 
of northern China,” Wang says.

According to animal archaeology 
studies, the diet of ancient inhabit­
ants mainly consisted of meats like 
pork, beef and lamb, with fish and 
shellfish also consumed.

“Findings provided valuable 
information on the dietary differen­
ces among different social classes, as 
well, such as the population of 
migrants during the early Western 
Zhou period,” Wang says.

After the Shang Dynasty was top­
pled, its descendants continued to 
live under their former adversaries. 
Studies indicate that some even 
emigrated to settle in the Yan state. 

“Research method at the Liulihe 
Site could set an example for the 
adoption of new technology in the 
study of large-scale archaeological 
sites,” Lei says. “It creates a para­
digm for future work.”
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New discoveries at Liulihe provide fresh clues about the origin of the city that 
eventually became China’s capital, Wang Kaihao reports.

Echoing recordings
According to ancient recordings, 

Lord Shao, a member of Zhou royal 
family with the official title of Taibao 
was entrusted with founding the 
Yan state. In 2021, the discovery at 
Liulihe of inscribed ritual bronze 
ware in a nobleman’s tomb, coded 
M1902, vividly brought that histoiy 
back to life.

The simple phrase taibao yong
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New fashion using ancient craftsmanship hits runways
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al intangible cultural heritage.
The jacquard Li brocade fabrics 

displayed at the show were 
described as artworks with Chinese 
charm. Their exquisite patterns 
were inspired by the ethnic group’s 
traditional gourd totem, precisely 
layered snake scale textures to mark 
the Year of the Snake, and vibrant 
colors representing rainforests and 
good fortune.

Showcasing a balanced blend of 
traditional Chinese culture and 
modern aesthetics and techniques, 
the fabrics captivated attendees and 

He adds that integrating hand­
made craftsmanship, traditional 
culture and modem technology is a 
big challenge in passing on such 
intangible cultural heritage, calling 
on more students, companies and 
organizations to take part in the 
process.

Chai Fangjun, chairman of Sky­
tex, values the collaboration with 
the team, saying: “The living heri­
tage of Li brocade must speak to the 
world. With 3D jacquard tech­
niques, we are showcasing new Chi­
nese fashion that has evolved using 
ancient craftsmanship, in Paris. 

“This series not only pays tribute 
to Li culture but also demonstrates 
our forward-looking and inclusive 
attitude to global cultural exchanges 
and fashion innovation.”

and is made of cotton, which China 
farmed on a large scale until the late 
Tang Dynasty (618-907). However, 
the jacquard fabrics at the Paris 
show were created with the high- 
end market in mind.

“Compared with other fabric pro­
cessing techniques, such as printed 
fabrics, jacquard fabrics take more 
time and work. In particular, the mak­
ing of Li brocade involves handmak­
ing in its processing, such as spinning, 
dyeing, weaving, and embroidering, 
making the fabric a luxurious and 
artistic product,” says Xue.

ByWANGXIN

wangmnS ©chinadaily.com.cn

Jacquard fabrics with traditional 
Chinese cultural elements and 
ancient Li brocade crafts caught the 
eye of global designers at the recent­
ly concluded Premiere Vision Paris 
show.

Joining hands with Shanghai Sky­
tex Fashion Technology Co Ltd, a 
design innovation team from the 
College of Textiles at Donghua Uni­
versity, brought new vitality to the 
ancient craft through a series of jac­
quard fabrics and handbags at the 
notable biannual show on Feb 12.

Boasting a history of over 3,000 
years, the brocade is a traditional 
craft of the Li ethnic group in Hain­
an province, and is listed as a nation-

AL

explored new possibilities for this 
ancient craft.

“These are not only fabrics but also 
the contemporary cultural expres­
sion of millennial Li brocade. Inte­
grating with traditional Chinese 
culture and modem textile technolo­
gy, we hope to bring this ancient 
intangible cultural heritage to die 
global stage,” says Xue Wenliang, 
leader of the team and a professor at 
the College of Textiles at Donghua 
University in Shanghai.

The collaboration between the 
team and Skytex dates back to July 

the costumes on and played Elisa­
beth one more time.

“I played it when I had no chil­
dren, then I played it when I had 
children, and then I played it when I 
was a bit older. As I age, I play die 
part better. I can see Elisabeth every 
time of the day. The music, the voice 
and the script are in my system. I 
never say it’s my last time.”

In 2014, as a guest star during the 
musical’s tour of Shanghai, Hak­
voort went on stage at the Shanghai 
Culture Square for the first time. In 
2019, she returned to the theater 
again with other colleagues for a 
gala concert. Since then, she has 
built a solid fan base in China, espe­
cially in Shanghai.

In 2023, Shanghai Culture Square 
invited her for three recitals. To her 
surprise, the tickets sold out in one 
and a half days.

“It was amazing. I remember it 
like it was yesterday. I came on stage 
and 1,900 people applauded. It was 
like a shower of appreciation wash­
ing over me.

“When you live and work in 
Europe, you don’t realize there is a 
fan base in China. It is so 
overwhelming.”

Hakvoort gave two more recitals 
at Shanghai Culture Square on Sat­
urday and Sunday, when she per­
formed English and German songs 
from important productions from 
her musical career through the 
decades.

The show was part of the 2025 
Musical Stars Live Concerts, a new 
series introduced this year by 
Shanghai Culture Square. Her col­
league Mark Seibert, who is familiar 
to Chinese audiences as Death in 
Elisabeth, performed on Feb 8 and 
9, followed by a strong cast includ­
ing French singer Laurent Ban.

Zhang Yixin, a 27-year-old school 
teacher, attended the Saturday 
concert in traditional Chinese 
clothing and there were also 
youngsters dressed up as Elisabeth 
and Death.

“I came to her concert the year 
before, saw Lady M last year, and 
watched many of her other produc­
tions on video,” Zhang tells China 
Daily. “I love Maya for her powerful 
voice and portrayal of powerful 
female characters.”

According to Zhu Guang, a thea­
ter critic in Shanghai, part of the 
reason Hakvoort is widely loved by 
musical fans in China is that 
“female audiences project their 
preference for the power and deter­
mination in the roles she plays, 
especially Elisabeth, a show that 
combines rationality and sensibili­
ty, historical narrative and philo­
sophical reflection”.

In China, the majority of those 
attending musicals are female and 
they identify with characters such as 
Sisi, and even the murderous Lady 
Macbeth, Zhu says.

Modern urban Chinese women 
want to “control their fate, have real 
power, and freely express their emo­
tions as Maya does in the show”. Her 
vocal strength is “second to none 
among all the female musical actors 
on tour in China,” Zhu adds.

2022. Last summer, tracking the 
path of Huang Daopo, a textile pio­
neer in the Yuan Dynasty (1271- 
1368) born in today’s Shanghai, the 
team journeyed to Hainan province. 
Immersing themselves in Li ethnic 
communities, they learned the cul­
ture and techniques behind the tra­
ditional craft.

Xue says that compared with oth­
er renowned ancient Chinese bro­
cades that use silk as the main 
material, such as the Yunjin and 
Songjin brocades from Jiangsu 
province, Li brocade is less known 
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Clockwise from top: Maya Hakvoort stuns the Shanghai audience on a concert as she is in town to receive the Shanghai Magnolia Stage 
Performance Award in February. She is also known for her role in LadyM. Hakvoort speaks to China Daily before her solo concert at 
Shanghai Culture Square, photos by li junfeng/ china daily
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Above: Students from Donghua University learn about Li brocade craftsmanship in Hainan province. Left and Right: Jacquard fabrics
featuring the ancient Li brocade captivate global visitors at the Premiere Vision Paris show in February, photos provided to china daily
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utch musical actress 
Maya Hakvoort won the 
Shanghai Magnolia Stage 
Performance Award on

Feb 27. She is one of a few foreign 
artists to have won the award at all 
33 sessions.

The Magnolia Award is Shang­
hai’s annual celebration of live thea­
ter and honors the best stage 
productions and actors. Hakvoort 
won the award for her performance 
in the title role of LadyM, a musical 
production in English by Shanghai 
Culture Square and Xu Jun Drama 
and Musical.

Since landing a role in the musi­
cal Chicago in 1988, Hakvoort has 
built a prolific career on the Ger­
man and English-language musical 
scene, performing in several 
important productions such as 
Elisabeth, Mozart!, and Evita, 
among others.

LadyM has an international cast 
led by Hakvoort and is the first 
English-language musical produc­
tion created in China. Written by 
British playwrights James Beeny 
and Gina Georgio, it premiered at 
Shanghai’s MIFA1862 Theater.

“In 2023, director Xu Jun asked 
me to play the main role in Lady M” 
Hakvoort tells China Daily before 
receiving the Magnolia Award. The 
production has three male English 
actors and the rest of the cast is Chi­
nese. “I was thrilled. The whole 
show was in English, which was 
easy for me to learn. It was modem 
Shakespeare in a modern setting 
and costumes.”

Working with the Chinese produc­
tion team was also a new experience 
for Hakvoort. As a performer used 
to playing powerful female roles, 
Hakvoort says: “I make very brave 
choices.” Meanwhile, she found the 
actors in China would “do what the 
director says and then put a little of 
their own spin on it”.

“We learn from each other,” she 
says. “As a result, we had to melt 
together. We met each other in the 
middle.”

Lady M is a dark story about war, 
rage and murder, and the title char­
acter is unlike the traditional female 
roles in Chinese theater. “She is not 
that feminine and thrives on power 
and strength,” Hakvoort says.

Many musical lovers in China got 
to know Hakvoort in Elisabeth, a 
benchmark musical in German 
based on the true life story of Austri­
an Empress Elisabeth, who is also 
known as Sisi. Hakvoort lias per­
formed Elisabeth more than 1,000 
times since 1994 and was the star in 
the official DVD edition.

“Elisabeth made my career grow,” 
she says about the most important 
production of her career. “Because 
you play from ages 14 to almost 61, it 
is such an intense acting process. I 
think this is the only role that goes 
through this many life stages.”

After performing Elisabeth in a 
concert in Vienna in 2023, she 
thought maybe that could be her 
last time in the role, but a few weeks 
ago, she received a phone call from 
Munich asking her to play Elisabeth 
the next day because “everyone was 
sick”

She drove from Vienna to Munich 
in four hours, did the rehearsal, put

Veteran Dutch musical actress 
recalls her favorite memories of 
important productions and how 
Chinese audiences surprise her, 

Zhang Kun reports.
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When real healing means pushing through the pain
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Pop star

returns to
i her ethnic/X

Miao roots

I
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and a Miao mother, A Duo gained fame aft­
er performing the dance song Goodbye, 
Carmen on the annual China Central Tele­
vision Spring Festival Gala in 2005. She 
was signed by a major Chinese record label 
and released several pop albums.

and forceful. He worked his way 
up my neck and then down my 
back, uncovering deeper pain in 
each new area. At my calves, he 
unlocked the ninth circle of Hell, 
and I yelped. “Do you want him to 
go easier?” My friend asked, but I 
would not acquiesce. I had signed 
up for this.

I think my torturer knew this. I 
squirmed and gasped several times 
throughout the process, and each 
time, he stayed in that spot and 
found new ways to attack. He 
approached me like a stern moth­
er. His truth was greater than my 

However, despite the fame and flashing 
lights, her life was not without struggles. 
The pain of personal relationships, career 
exhaustion, and health issues led her to 
step out of the limelight

“I thought about what kind of life I

nature in words,” the poem contin­
ues. We grasp for descriptions of 
our world, but its truth eludes us 
and that’s the point. “The secret 
waits for the insight / Of eyes 
unclouded by longing.” 

The lights in the massage parlor 
were hospital-bright. The design 
was Spartan, essentials only. I 
didn’t have the silk robes or sooth­
ing piano music to which I am 
accustomed. For the masseur, 
these material things were irrele­
vant. His senses were unencum­
bered by light, so he could instead 
worry about inflammation in my 

back, and lactic acid in my calves. 
After the massage was finished, 

my friend commented on the 
excruciating noises I’d produced. 
She was generously making space 
for me to be critical of the experi­
ence, which I wouldn’t do — 
couldn’t do. I struggled to find the 
words to describe it. I was grateful 
and disappointed, tense but some­
how relaxed. I still don’t know how 
to explain what happened. It was 
what it was.

Contact the writer at
haydn@chinadaily.com.cn

misery; my body needed healing. 
I worried about my friend. She 

had brought me to this treatment 
as a gift, and I didn’t want her to 
think I hated it. So I ground my 
teeth, clenched my fists and sub­
mitted to the suffering. 

The activity had a name — 
“blind massage” — but for each of 
us, the experience was unique. My 
friend wanted to treat me, the 
masseur wanted to fix me, and I 
wanted to escape. Somewhere 
between these intentions was an 
unnamed reality.

“There are names, but not 

Contact the writer at
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

wanted to live, what kind of person I 
wanted to become, and what I was chas­
ing,” she says.

Beneath the glitter of stardom, there 
was a yearning for a more meaningful 
form of expression — something rooted in

history, heritage and culture. It was a 
longing to do more than entertain; she 
wanted to create something that would 
resonate beyond the superficiality of pop 
fame. That’s when Miao culture, a tradi­
tion she is closely connected to through 
her ancestry, entered her life with full 
force.

From 2012 to 2016, she spent her days in 
remote tillages in Hunan, Yunnan and 
Guizhou provinces, where the Miao and 
Tuj ia live. During her stay, she recorded folk 
songs and dance moves. She also learned 
miaogu, a Miao percussion performance, 
from 89-year-old Hong Fuqiang in Baojing 
county in the Xiangxi Tujia and Miao 
autonomous prefecture in Hunan. It was 
there that she officially became an inheritor 
of Miao drum dance, setting the stage for 
her next artistic chapter.

Living in villages allowed her to 
embrace a simpler lifestyle and brought 
back vivid memories. A Duo was raised by 
her grandmother, and the wooden door of 
her grandmother’s house always creaked. 
A creak meant someone was leaving, and 
another creak meant that breakfast was 
ready. The door was like a clock, and the 
creak was like its chime. She wanted to 
preserve these emotionally charged 
sounds in the production, alongside 
things like picking cotton, sifting rice, 
spinning machines, and grinding stones. 

“I’m a translator, interpreting what the 
previous generation of masters has passed 
down and making it resonate with today’s 
young people,” A Duo says.

Reborn Beats brings together five inher­
itors of Miao ethnic folk arts, including 
singer Long Xian’e and lusheng player 
Yang Shengwen. They share A Duo’s 
vision of music that revives a cultural lega­
cy they believe lias the power to inspire 
future generations.

“As an inheritor of lusheng, I always 
want to present the instrument to a wider 
audience, and with Reborn Beats, we have 
made this possible,” says Yang, who per­
forms with the China Ethnic Song and 
Dance Ensemble, and has been playing 
the instrument for decades.

“The lusheng is not just treated as an 
embellishment but prominently featured 
in the production, especially when it’s 
integrated into contemporary music ele­
ments. It allows the audience to see and 
feel the essence of the instrument, and 
experience its sound in a fresh and engag­
ing way,” Yang notes.

“There are ways, but the way is 
uncharted.” I thought about these 

words, the first line 
of the first poem of 
the Tao Te Ching, as I 
lay facedown on a 
table carefully cov­
ered with fresh 
sheets, and the visu­
ally challenged mas­
seur went to work. 
He began at the 
point where my neck 
meets my shoulders, 

pressing with his elbow'. Pain.
I didn’t get his name. Before the 
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tardom often leads artists to 
chase the next big trend, but 
one female pop singer has 
embarked on a remarkable

journey of reinvention.
Known for her catchy hits and glamor­

ous performances, A Duo has made a 
deep, unexpected shift from the glitzy 
world of pop music to becoming a popu- 
larizer of Miao ethnic culture, with a new 
stage production that bridges the ancient 
and the modern.

Titled Reborn Beats, the production 
premiered on Dec 31 in the seaside com­
munity of Aranya in Qinhuangdao, Hebei 
province, and is about to kick off a nation­
al tour on Friday to cities such as Shang­
hai, Beijing and Shenzhen, Guangdong 
province.

The 45-year-old singer, who is also the 
scriptwriter and director, has seamlessly 
blended her pop background with ancient 
Miao traditions in a dazzling performance 
that is both a tribute to her heritage, and a 
platform for bringing her culture to a con­
temporary audience — many of whom 
may have never encountered it before.

Reborn Beats is the story of Ye Zi, a 
young woman from the mountains, w'ho 
seeks to adapt to life in the city. In doing 
so, she abandons her ability to communi­
cate with nature and all living tilings. 
How'ever, she repeatedly feces setbacks to 
love, friendship and dreams. On a rooftop 
one day, she receives a call informing her 
that her grandmother is critically ill. This 
prompts her to return home, setting off a 
colorful and magical adventure.

Traditional Miao musical instru­
ments, including die lusheng (a reed 
pipe) and drums, are featured in the 
production, along w'ith contemporary 
musical elements.

Once a symbol of modernity, A Duo now 
dresses in a stunning, richly embroidered 
Miao-inspired costume as a visual repre­
sentation of her respect for her cultural 
heritage. She plays the role of the grand­
mother, who she describes as a wise, elder­
ly woman with a face full of wrinkles.

“The character reminds me of my own 
grandmother, w'ho was hardworking, 
kindhearted, wise, and took care of the 
family,” she says.

A Duo spent about 10 years working on 
Reborn Beats. Her aim is to show that Miao 
culture is not some static relic of the past 
but rather a dynamic, evolving force. She 
also wants to deliver an inspiring message 
ab out the trans ition of w'omen, a theme that 
mirrors her personal path of evolution. 

Bom in Hunan province to aTujia father

Haydn 
James 
Fogel
Second
Thoughts

appointment began, he asked the 
usual questions. Where are you 
from? How long have you been in 
China? I answered in Mandarin as 
best I could, and he gave a toothy 
grin.

He complimented my language 
skills. I blushed and thanked 
him, filled with confidence. My 
friend provided translations any­
way, for which I was grateful. She 
had the truth of it; my Chinese 
was garbage.

He didn’t feel around to map the 
shape of my body; each connection 
point was confident, intentional 

rt

Top: Pop singer A Duo returns to the limelight with Reborn Beats, a new stage production directed and written by 
herself, which features Miao music and dance elements. Middle: A Duo and the cast of Reborn Beats rehearse in 
Beijing. Above left and right: The stage production tells the story of a woman’s evolution. Miao musical instruments
and Miao-inspired costumes are the focus of the show, photos provided to china daily

A Duo reinvents herself as a 
promoter of traditional culture in a 
new stage production a decade in 

the making, Chen Nan reports.
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