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Challenges remain in achieving lasting peace in Ukraine

Inside

See Ties, page 3

SHIPBUILDING LEADER

Q
in-depth

A
US evading responsibility by exiting global organizations

See Dalian, page 2

-3F

ill A member ofH'l

/INN See Diplomacy page 3

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/21/2025 4:58:56 PM

ft

■ ft

Editorial.
page 11

Zheng Wanyin and agencies
contributed to this story.

The United States appears to be 
following a new “global exit poli­
cy” of quitting international orga­
nizations and obligations, not only 
creating widespread uncertainty 
and displeasure among communi­
ties and nations, but also demon­
strating its irresponsibility as a 
major power.

Starting from day one of the 
new administration, the US seems 
to have adopted a “new normal” 
of exiting international obliga­
tions. After a presidential 
announcement in the inaugura­
tion speech, the US is withdraw­

ing from the World Health Orga­
nization for the second time in a 
decade.

The US failed badly during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The ongoing 
US preferential health policy has 
endangered die universal health 
assistance program, showing its 
partisan national narrative based 
on self-claimed protectionism to

Contact the writers at
julian@ mail.chinadailyuk.com

and obvious political support for 
Israel’s moves in Gaza and in the 
Middle East.

Even Volker Turk, the UN 
human rights chief, expressed 
deep concern about a fundamental 
shift in direction by die US, warn­
ing that divisive rhetoric is being 
used to deceive and polarize peo­
ple. Indeed, such US moves are 
hurting humanity and eroding the 
global governance system based on 
equality, mutual respect and the 
rule of law.

By JULIAN SHEA in London 

and YANG RAN in Beijing

marginalize die global fight 
against deadly diseases and health 
disasters.

Additionally, the White House 
announced its serious intention of 
wididrawing from the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, 
accusing it of adopting biased poli­
cies against Israel, despite 17 
months of catastrophes in Gaza 
backed by Washington.

Moreover, die US government 
planned to extend its halt on fund­
ing of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees, confirming its biased

DALIAN CHARTS GREEN 
ROUTE TO BECOMING

Hengli Heavy Industries has 
already solidified its manufactur­
ing credentials in a relatively short 
period of time.

At the beginning of the year, two 
82,000-deadweight-ton bulk carri­
ers were delivered, marking the 
first time die company completed 
die delivery of two ships in a single 
day since it began full operations 
in 2023.

Mm*

Palestinians flee their homes after the Israeli army issued evacuation orders for a number of neighborhoods following heavy strikes, in Beit 
Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip, on Tuesday. The international community has condemned the latest deadly Israeli airstrikes on the Gaza Strip 
and called for an immediate cessation of hostilities, as the strikes killed nearly a thousand Palestinians in two days. Fu Cong, China’s permanent 
representative to the United Nations, on Tuesday urged Israel to “renounce its obsession with the use of force” and immediately cease military 
operations in Gaza, abd elhkeem khaled / Reuters

gy facilities have disrupted Russia’s 
economy, while Russian bombing 
has left Ukraine witii power shorta­
ges. Both sides have suffered... lead­
ing to a consensus to stop them,” 
said Zhang.

“However, the ongoing fighting 
shows that the pause in targeting 
infrastructure is mainly to address 
civilian needs. The two sides 
haven’t reached an agreement on 
more intense issues such as the 
military conflict and security," he 
added.

Russia has dismissed the sugges­
tion of any European involvement 
in peace talks, and European Com­
mission Vice-President Kaja Kallas 
said she is skeptical about Moscow’s 
desire to end the conflict

“If you read the two readouts 
from the call, it is clear that... Russia 
does not really want to make any 
kind of concessions,” she told 
reporters in Brussels.

Phillips O’Brien, professor of 
strategic studies at the University 
of St Andrews, said on social media 
platform X: “Trump and Putin are 
carving up Ukraine and making 
fundamental decisions on the 
future of Europe — and not a single 
European leader is taking part in 
the call.”

In a video posted on X, Ian Brem-

mid the strong growth in 
China’s shipbuilding 
industry, Dalian is navigat­

ing a course to becoming a global
leader in green ship and marine 
equipment construction, repairs, 
and retrofitting work.

The northeastern port city in 
Liaoning province is aiming to sur­
pass an industrial scale of 100 bil­
lion yuan ($13.83 billion) in 2027. 

In the Dalian Changxing Island 
Economic and Technological 
Development Zone, shipbuilder

/

In the heart of Namibia, a 
weathered medical record speaks 
volumes about an enduring part­
nership. Li Bangwei, leader of Chi­
na’s 15 th medical team to Namibia 
and a practitioner of traditional 
Chinese medicine, recalls a 
patient presenting to him a well- 
preserved, yellowed booklet — a 
medical record from nearly 30 
years ago — when the patient first 
received treatment from a Chi­
nese doctor.

“For us, a single acupuncture 
needle is not just a tool for heal­
ing; it is a bridge of friendship,” Li 
said.

Since 1996, China has been 
sending medical teams to Nami­
bia, each comprising two doctors 
and two nurses. Stationed at Katu- 
tura State Hospital in Windhoek, 
die Namibian capital, they special­
ize in acupuncture and massage 
therapy, sharing their expertise 
and the healing power of tradi­
tional Chinese medicine.

Li and his team arrived in the 
African nation in February 2023. 
They offered treatment to over 
19,000 patients and training to 
nearly 60 local medical students 
before returning to China in Sep­
tember 2024.

Bernard Haufiku, Namibia’s 
former minister of health and 
social sendees, personally experi­
enced die benefits of TCM when 
he received treatment for a back 
injury. After the treatment, he 
recorded a video expressing his 
gratitude and encouraging Nami­
bian medical students to pursue 
studies in China.

China and Namibia will cele­
brate the 35th anniversary of 
their diplomatic relations on Sat-

mer, president of risk research and 
consultancy the Eurasia Group, was 
slightly more measured, calling it “a 
win for both sides, for the Ameri­
cans and the Russians, and not hor­
rible for Ukraine and Europe, but 
kicking the can on what’s going to be 
some big problems down the road 
and setting out where those challen­
ges are going to be”

Although the 30-day ceasefire 
proposal did at least offer hope of 
some temporary respite, Bremmer 
said, in the long run, resolving the 
situation was still going to be 
extremely challenging.

“The working-level conversa­
tions between the US and Russia, 
between the US and Ukraine, are 
going to be far more difficult, and 
they’re probably not going to hold,” 
he said. “It feels a little bit like what 
we have in Gaza — relatively easy to 
get the first iteration of a deal in 
place where no one’s really giving 
anything up, but as you go into the 
second phase, you find that the fun­
damental interests don’t actually 
overlap.”

INSIDE 
To be taken with 

a pinch of salt

Global Views, page 13

Trump makes public thousands 
of files on JFK assassination

Craftsman carving a career by 
joining ingenuity with culture 
LIFE, PAGE 16

By ZHANG XIAOMIN 

in Dalian, Liaoning 

diangmaomin@chinadaily.cmn.cn

WORLD WATCH
By Mehmood U1 Hassan Khan

TCM healthcare program reflects extensive 
cooperation and pursuit of modernization

mi

Newsstand prices:
US$1 Canada C$1: 
UK1£ EU1€

Kenya 50 Kenya Shilling
Asia Pacific: Thailand 120
thb: Philippines 120 php: Myanmar 2000 kyat: 
Japan 210yen: Dubai 10 dirham: Pakistan 300 rupee

Bangladesh 
sends patients 
to Kunming 
ACROSS ASIA, PAGE 7

~~ . -y. '-4

ing and just peace. 
On Wednesday, Zel­

ensky held a phone 
conversation with
Thimp.

However, Moscow and Kyiv 
accused each other on Wednesday 
of launching air attacks that dam­
aged infrastructure just hours after 
their leaders agreed in principle to 
the limited ceasefire to halt attacks 
on energy infrastructure.

Zhang Hong, a researcher at the 
Institute of Russian, Eastern Euro­
pean and Central Asian Studies of 
the Chinese Academy of Social Sci­
ences, said a key point of conten­
tion during the US-Russia talks was 
that tiie two negotiating parties 
had divergent preferences regard­
ing the pace and desired outcomes 
of tiie peace process.

“The US seeks a swift resolution, 
while Russia emphasizes sustaina­
bility. Trump aims for an uncondi­
tional and rapid ceasefire, but 
Russia insists on a guaranteed, sus­
tainable one, leading to asymmetri­
cal demands,” Zhang said. “Russia 
wants to address all issues at once, 
but neither Thimp nor Ukraine is 
ready for this.”

The limited focus of the ceasefire 
seems to have been tactical. 
“Ukraine’s strikes on Russia’s ener-

.. . .

urday. The ongoing healthcare 
program epitomizes the exten­
sive cooperation between the 
two countries in their shared 
efforts to build up partnerships 
across various sectors and forge 
ahead toward modernization, 
said top envoys and industry 
insiders.

“China has stood by us all the 
way,” said Elia George Kaiyamo, 
Namibia’s ambassador to China, 
highlighting the deepening 
bond, particularly since the 
establishment of a comprehen­
sive strategic cooperative part­
nership in 2018.

China has been Namibia’s sec­
ond-largest trading partner and 
export destination, with bilateral 
trade volume reaching $1.4 bil­
lion in the first nine months of 
2024, a year-on-year growth of 35 
percent, according to statistics 
from the Chinese embassy in 
Windhoek.

As a participant in the China- 
proposed Belt and Road Initia­
tive, the African country has 
witnessed transformative infra­
structure projects, including the 
expansion of the Walvis Bay Har­
bor and airport upgrades. Kaiya­
mo emphasized that these 
projects have significantly 
enhanced Namibia’s connectivity 
and accessibility over the past 
three decades.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s visit 
to Africa in January, with Namibia 
as his first stop, reaffirmed China’s 
commitment to supporting the 
country’s economic development, 
helping transform its resource 
advantages into economic 
strengths and advancing modern­
ization together.
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Northeastern port city targets massive 
industrial scale as industry undergoes 

transformation

The partial ceasefire plan for the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict agreed 
upon on Thesday during a phone call 
between Russian President Vladim­
ir Putin and United States President 
Donald Trump lias received a mixed 
reaction from global political lead­
ers and experts.

Both sides published statements 
following the conversation, 
described by the White House as 
the first step in a “movement to 
peace”, which agreed on a limited 
ceasefire against targeting infra­
structure and energy facilities, but 
did not address a full cessation of 
the conflict.

The Kremlin’s statement con­
tained a list of demands to avoid 
escalation, which included a total 
stop to foreign military and intelli­
gence assistance to Ukraine.

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning said that China is “glad to 
see all efforts that lead to a ceasefire 
and believes that this is a necessary 
step to realize peace”.

In an online briefing after tiie 
call, Ukrainian President Volodym­
yr Zelensky said he welcomed tiie 
proposals as Ukraine supports any 
proposals that would lead to a last-
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Left: An intern practices automated welding at a training center of Dalian Shipbuilding Industry Co in Dalian, Liaoning province, in June, yang qing / xinhua Middle: A staff member works at a shipbuilding facility
of Dalian Shipbuilding Industry Co in June, yang qing / xinhua Right: A ship is put into the water at the shipyard of Hengli Group in Changxing Island of Dalian on Jan 20. sun pengwei / for china daily

44

The new shipbuilder achieved 
other breakthroughs last year, 
including its first ship delivery, its 
first engine delivery, and the launch 
of its first 306,000-metric-ton very 
large crude carrier (VLCC).

“Currently, our shipbuilding 
orders are scheduled until 2028,” 
said Chen Jianhua, chairman of 
Hengli Group. Hengli Heavy Indus­
tries is designing and constructing 
high-value green ships of the high­
est standards and the fastest speeds, 
Chen added.

“After achieving full production, it 
is expected we will process 2.3 mil­
lion tons of steel plates annually, 
build 150 large ships, and produce 
180 engines, becoming the world’s 
largest single shipyard,” he said.

Bi

Global transformation
The global maritime industry is 

undergoing an industrial transfor­
mation toward a green and low-car­
bon future, accelerated by digital 
and intelligent technology, said Li 
Yanqing, secretary-general of the 
Beijing-based China Association of 
the National Shipbuilding Industry. 

Li made the remarks in Dalian last 
month at a conference on the devel­
opment of the city’s marine equip­
ment industry for high-tech 
shipbuilding. Development of the 
industry to achieve new heights 
requires government support, indus­
try insiders’ efforts and good interna­
tional cooperation, he added.

The conference — held to pro­
mote the high-end, intelligent, and 
green development of the city’s ship­
building and marine equipment 
sector — attracted representatives 
of around 200 domestic and inter­
national enterprises from countries 
including South Korea, Japan, Fin­
land, the United Kingdom, Germa­
ny, and Norway.

In 2024, China’s shipbuilding com­
pletion volume, new order volume, 
and order backlog volume accounted 
for 55.7 percent, 74.1 percent, and 63.1 
percent of the global market share, 
respectively, according to data from 
the Ministry of Industry and Infor­
mation Technology.

The data showed continuous 
growth, with both the new order 
volume and order backlog volume 
the highest in China’s shipbuilding 
history.

built using a segmented building 
block method in order to save con­
struction time.

“This way, it will greatly save the 
construction period and reduce 
labor costs. At the same time, a large 
number of components, including 
pipelines, cables, etc, have been pre­
installed during the segmented 
stage,” Guo explained.

The vessel’s pipelines number 
36,000, with a total weight exceed­
ing 4,000 tons. The painted area of 
the vessel covers nearly 900,000 
square meters, and the construction 
volume is more than three times 
that of a large oil tanker.

Han Dongwang, general manager 
of DSIC, said the green and intelli­
gent development of the industry 
will jointly drive its transformation, 
adding the prospects for the ship­
building market and demand for 
supporting equipment are strong.

prowess and opens new avenues for 
DSIC in Japan’s premium vessel 
market We’re committed to deliver­
ing excellence with precision,” He 
Xu, DSIC deputy general manager, 
said at the signing ceremony, Xinde 
reported.

Toshiro Hasegawa, NBP’s module 
transport division general manager, 
said: “DSIC’s engineering strength, 
proven track record, and dedication 
made them the ideal partner. These 
vessels will elevate our competitive­
ness and advance sustainable global 
logistics.”

shipbuilding industry by 2030. 
In December 2024, a State-level 

opinion on accelerating the con­
struction of a unified and open 
transportation market was issued. It 
proposed promoting the applica­
tion of new energy and clean energy 
in ships and other transportation, 
and the continued implementation 
of intelligent shipping and other 
related pilot applications in the 
transportation field.

Zhang said more designs and 
equipment are now being independ­
ently developed. “Products are grad­
ually covering all ship types in the 
market, and the research and devel­
opment design, processing technol­
ogy, and management levels are 
continuously improving,” he said.

Think big
Dalian can lay claim to the world’s 

largest floating production and stor­
age offloading vessel, which can 
hold 2 million barrels of crude oil 
and serves as a multifunctional off­
shore oil and gas factory.

There are only two such vessels in 
the world. The first one was deliv­
ered two years ago and the second, 
currently under construction in 
Dalian, is set to be delivered in June. 

As a subcontractor for the vessel, 
Dalian Shipbuilding Industry Co 
(DSIC), a subsidiary of China State 
Shipbuilding Corporation, is 
responsible for the design and con­
struction of the hull. With more 
than 200 designers involved in the 
project, the design and construction 
period was shortened from over 30 
months to 20 months.

“For the first vessel, we used inte­
gral construction, which takes a 
long time (working) from the stem 
to the bow using a segmented layer­
ed construction method, like build­
ing blocks,” said Guo Hongsheng, 
chief designer of the project.

“For the second one, we used two 
large sections — the bow section 
and the stem section,”

These two large sections were also

Right: A large container ship built by Dalian Shipbuilding 
Industry Co. yang qing / xinhua Bottom: A technician 
trains a student at the DSIC training center. 
HAN HAIDAN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE
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Thriving by the sea
Liaoning province has histori­

cally been an important base for 
China’s shipbuilding industry. The 
country’s first 10,000-ton ship, 
first drilling platform, and first 
aircraft carrier were all produced 
in Dalian.

After more than a century of 
development, the shipbuilding and 
marine equipment industry in Dali­
an has become a national leader in 
terms of industrial strength, 
research and development and 
industrial cooperation capabilities.

Major shipyards in Dalian are 
already' operating at full capacity 
after a strong start to the year.

DSIC recently announced the 
signing of a contract with NBP, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Japan’s 
NYK Line, for the construction of up 
to four 33,000-deadweight-ton deck 
transport vessels.

The vessels, slated for delivery in 
2027, will be designed for transport­
ing oversized modular equipment, 
and have a wide deck and high-load 
capacity to efficiently serve offshore 
wind, petrochemical modules, and 
other mega-cargo logistics, accord­
ing to Xinde Marine News.

“This order underscores interna­
tional trust in China’s shipbuilding

■ —
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Green, intelligent drive 
With over 78.5 percent of global 

green product orders and full cov­
erage of mainstream ship types, 
the achievements of China’s 
shipbuilding industry in the 
move to green and low-carbon 
production were outstanding in 
2024.

China’s shipbuilding industry is 
advancing toward mid- and high- 
end manufacturing through accel­
erated technological innovation, 
with new quality productive forces 
the engine driving the upgrade, said 
Professor Zhang Hongpeng from 
the Dalian Maritime University. 

“China’s shipbuilding industry is 
focusing on major areas of green 
and intelligent development, 
clearing a series of key bottle­
necks, and promoting the leap­
frog development of design and 
manufacturing capabilities for 
green and intelligent ship and 
marine equipment,” he said. j ■ 

In December 2023, the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology '■
and several other depart- /
ments issued an action 
plan for green develop- I
ment of the shipbuilding J
industry (2024-2030). f

The plan proposed 1
establishing a basic sys- J
tern for green develop­
ment in the J

> fir r A

Modernization drive
In recent years, Dalian has pro­

moted die modernization of the 
city’s growth through coordinated 
development of shipbuilding and 
marine equipment.

In 2024, the value of ship exports 
from Dalian Port reached 18.79 bil­
lion yuan, an increase of 28.3 per­
cent year-on-year, Dalian Customs 
data shows.

“Dalian was bom by the sea and 
thrives because of the sea. The ship­
building and marine equipment 
industry has grown together with 
the city,” said Xiong Maoping, Party 
chief of Dalian.

The city lias formed a complete 
industrial system integrating ship­
building with repairs, support, tech­
nical research and testing, he said.

Construction of a world-class 
high-tech shipbuilding and high- 
end marine equipment manufactur­
ing base can also be leveraged to 
promote the transformation and 
upgrading of traditional industries 
and to cultivate and development of 
strategic emerging industries, 
Xiong said.

Dalian will actively adapt to the 
trend of green development in the 
shipbuilding industry, layout large- 
scale ocean ships and deep-sea 
equipment industrial chains accord­
ing to local conditions, and enhance 
the design and construction capabili­
ties of high-value-added ship types 
and equipment, he said.

In 2024, Dalian’s shipbuilding 
and marine equipment industry 
achieved an annual output value 
exceeding 60 billion yuan for the 
first time, said Qiu Baolin, deputy 

mayor of the city.
Breakthroughs were made 
in the research and devel­
opment of new ships such 
as new high-speed pas­
senger and roll-on-roll- 
off ships, he added.

A number of firsts, 
both domestically and 
internationally, were 
achieved. The world’s 
first LNG dual-fuel ultra­

large erode oil ship and 
methanol dual-fuel low- 

speed diesel engine were 
both successfully delivered.
At the beginning of this

year, the city’s three-year action 
plan for the shipbuilding and 
marine industry was formulated. A 
total of 18 policies were proposed, 
with four regions to promote spe­
cific support measures to boost 
the industry’s development.

The Supporting Policies for the 
High-Quality Development of 
Dalian’s Shipbuilding and 
Marine Equipment Industry 
was released at the February 
conference.

“In 2025, Dalian is expected 
to deliver 84 ships, with ship­
building completions reach­
ing 8.8 million deadweight 
tons, and the output value is 
expected to grow by over 20 
percent,” said Qiu.

“By 2030, we aim to 
build Dalian into an inter­
national first-class ship­
building and marine 
equipment industry 
base,” he said.

DSIC will dive into the high-end 
shipbuilding field, establish long­
term cooperative relationships with 
suppliers, reduce costs, and 
enhance sendee quality, he said.

China’s shipbuilders need to unite 
the world’s best suppliers and ser­
vice providers to jointly build a glob­
al ecosystem for the sustainable 
development of the shipbuilding 
industry, said Li Yanqing, in an 
interview with China Ship News in 
early February.

In addition to predicting market 
changes and promoting technologi­
cal innovation, shipbuilders need to 
effectively control costs, ensure pro­
duction safety, and deliver high- 
quality products, he said.

China’s shipbuilding industry lias 
been developing for more than 40 
years in the international market, 
and its products have gained the trust 
of shipowners worldwide, he added.

311

i
II

■ /

Thirty-four shipbuilding and 
marine engineering projects were 
signed at the Dalian conference, 
covering areas such as green and 
intelligent upgrades, raw materials, 
ship and marine engineering equip­
ment, marine intelligent manufac­
turing, and construction of 
industrial parks.

One representative of a foreign 
company that signed a contract 
expressed amazement at the effi­
ciency and quality of cooperation 
with Chinese companies.

He said his company decided to 
invest in a factory in Dalian after 
visiting the site, and also after being 
inspired by the vitality of the ship­
building industry in the city.

I

ir.

An engine assembly workshop at a factory of the Hengli Group. 
SUN PENGWEI / FOR CHINA DAILY
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Speculations are rife that the 
US administration is going to 
quit the World Trade Organiza­
tion as a logical conclusion to its 
ongoing spree of imposing tar­
iffs. The US has already para­
lyzed the dispute settlement 
mechanism of WTO for years. 

While no official decision has 
yet been made, experts believe 
that die US administration may 
use the threat of withdrawal as 
leverage to reshape global trade 
rales in accordance with its 
“America First” vision, which 
would be a huge blow to the inter­
national trading system, global 
supply chains and investment. 

It is being aired in the West­
ern media that the US adminis­
tration may evaluate its role in 
the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank in the 
near future. A future US deci­
sion to cut or suspend its fund­
ing or even withdraw would be a 
big blow to developing and 
underdeveloped economies 
seeking loans while shaking 
global economic governance. 

It is warned that economic 
globalization, international 
cooperation, openness and digi­
talization would be in real dan­
ger in the days to come because 
of the US’ unprofessional and 
inconsistent policies. 

Even the global fight against 
climate change and bid to ensure 
biodiversity, green transforma­
tion and artificial intelligence 
governance would be weakened 
because of the unfriendly and 
harsh US attitude. 

The US’ climate measures 
could have an impact on its 
macroeconomy, hurting its own 
green transformation and badly' 
affecting small island nations. 

Worse, the US’ refusal to sign 
the Statement on Inclusive and 
Sustainable Artificial Intelli­
gence for People and the Plan­
et, adopted at the Al Action 
Summit held in Paris in Februa­
ry, is putting world peace and 
prosperity in peril, as the US 
hosts databases of the internet 
and much of the world is using 
Al tools provided by US-based 
companies. Only the shock of 
DeepSeek portends a much 
more inclusive and promising 
path of Al development for the 
international community. 

On the other hand, China has 
observed the Global Al Govern­
ance Initiative, offering an 
open, inclusive and fair 
approach to the development, 
security and governance of 
emerging Al technologies and 
sendees, showing its strong 
commitment to safeguarding 
the best interest of the interna­
tional community. 

The US’ unbalanced foreign 
policy, prejudiced social prefer­
ences, protective economic pri­
orities and above all self-centric 
diplomatic conduct are pushing 
it toward eventual isolation, 
while badly disturbing interna­
tional economic and trading sys­
tems and rules-based global 
governance.

The US’ decisions to withdraw 
from some vital UN organiza­
tions and programs are pushing 
it into a blind alley in an 
increasingly interconnected 
international system, and creat­
ing potential consequences par­
ticularly for joint efforts to 
combat epidemics, ensure 
human rights, financial assist­
ance and community building 
around the globe. 

Since we are living in a con­
nected multilateral world heavily 
relying on mutual cooperation, 
the US should come out of its 
deep slumber and start cooperat­
ing with the international com­
munity to achieve win-win 
propositions for all. Otherwise its 
behavior would deliver nothing 
but complete embarrassment.

The author is president ofPak- 
China Corridor of Knowledge
and executive director of the 
Islamabad-based Center for 
South Asia and International 
Studies. The views do not necessa­
rily reflect those of China Daily.

By MA SI

masi@chinadaily.com.cn

Firm to open second factory in Shanghai, 
aims for annual capacity of 10,000 units

By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai 

zhouwenting@chinadaily.com.cn

Namibia’s first female president­
elect, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, is 
scheduled to be sworn in on Friday. 
Peng Qinghua, vice-chairman of the 
Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress, China’s top legis­
lature, wall attend the inauguration 
ceremony as the special envoy of 
President Xi Jinping.

Zhao Weiping, China’s ambassa­
dor to Namibia, said in an interview 
with China Daily that “the Chinese 
side has consistently attached great 
importance to developing China- 
Namibia relations, and has actively 
promoted friendly exchanges and 
practical cooperation in a wide 
range of fields”.

He said the next five years will be 
a window for rapid social and eco­
nomic development in Namibia, 
and it will also be “an important 
time with new opportunities for 
China-Namibia trade and economic 
cooperation”

Chinese enterprises have contin­
uously invested in lithium and gold 
mines, copper smelting and wind 
power generation in Namibia, 
expanding cooperation in the min­
eral energy sector. China’s invest­
ments in Namibia’s Husab and 
Rossing uranium mining projects 
have created 6,000 high-paying 
jobs, according to Zhao.

Namibia has further embraced col­
laboration with China in aerospace 
research, hosting a space tracking, 
telemetry and command station in 
Swakopmund — the first of its kind in 
the Southern Hemisphere.

tals to hire expatriate physicians 
and healthcare professionals from 
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. It 
also stipulates that at least half of 
the hospital’s management and 
medical staff must be from the Chi­
nese mainland.

“These wholly foreign-owned 
hospitals are expected to introduce 
state-of-the-art medical technolo­
gies, equipment and service con­
cepts at an international level, 
diversify service offerings, and con­
tribute to the upgrading of the med­
ical industry,” said Jin Chunlin, 
director of the Shanghai Institute of 
Medical Science and Technology' 
Information.

Parkway Shanghai, part of IHH 
Healthcare, one of the world’s larg­
est private healthcare networks, cel­
ebrated its 20th anniversary in 
China in December. The company 
said it remains confident in China’s 
market potential and announced 
plans to open a new flagship ambu­
latory care center in downtown 
Shanghai this year. This follows the 
launch of Parkway Shanghai Hospi­
tal in 2023, an 84,400-square-meter 
facility built with an investment of 
over 1.61 billion yuan ($222 million). 

Prem Kumar Nair, group chief 
executive officer of IHH Healthcare, 
said the company is optimistic 
about new opportunities in China’s 
healthcare sector given the govern­
ment’s ongoing efforts to liberalize 
foreign investment in the industry.

“In tiie future, we will continue to 
closely follow the development 
needs of Namibia and carry out 
more high-quality projects benefit­
ing local people,” Zhao said.

Meanwhile, analysts have noted 
that the cooperation between the 
two nations could set an example for 
enhanced collaboration between 
China and Africa.

Zhou Yuyuan, deputy director of 
tiie Center for West Asian and African 
Studies at the Shanghai Institutes for 
International Studies, emphasized 
that China tailors its cooperation with 
African countries based on their actu­
al needs and development goals, 
which he said is a key advantage of 
China-Africa collaboration.

Kaiyamo, the Namibian envoy, has 
commended the 10 partnership 
action plans unveiled by President Xi 
for advancing Africa’s moderniza­
tion during the 2024 Summit of the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
held in Beijing in September.

“FOCAC has grown from strength 
to strength,” Kaiyamo said, high­
lighting China’s role in knowledge­
sharing and its steadfast support for 
Africa’s development.

“We (China and Africa) are now 
on the same page. We all need good 
water in Africa. We all need connec­
tions. We need to educate our peo­
ple. We need the extension of our 
products,” he said, adding that Chi­
na’s action plans address these fun­
damental needs, making them 
essential for Namibia and Africa.

Though Hong Kong is a part of 
China, operating under the nation’s 
“one country, two systems” policy, 
investments from the special 
administrative region on the main­
land are considered to be of a for­
eign nature.

In September, the Ministry of 
Commerce and two other national­
level authorities announced a pilot 
program to encourage more for­
eign investment in tiie healthcare 
sector, with eight cities and tiie 
island of Hainan selected to test 
wholly foreign-owned hospitals.

Experts said the move signals Chi­
na’s commitment to further opening 
up its market in key sectors related to 
public welfare. They expect the initia­
tive to attract foreign investment, pro­
mote high-quality development in 
medical services, and better meet the 
growing demand for personalized 
healthcare among both local and 
expatriate residents.

In January, Shanghai announced 
plans to encourage wholly foreign- 
owned hospitals in key economic 
zones, biopharmaceutical industry 
clusters and downtown districts 
with high concentrations of expatri­
ates. Each of these areas can host up 
to two foreign-owned hospitals. The 
key economic zones include the free 
trade zone, tiie Lin-gang Special 
Area, the Hongqiao business district 
and the eastern hub international 
business cooperation zone. 

The initiative allows such hospi-

With Namibia expected to com­
mence oil and gas production 
around 2030 and potentially 
become Africa’s fifth-largest oil pro­
ducer, Zhao said there are promis­
ing opportunities for bilateral 
cooperation in this sector as well. 

“We believe that the two coun­
tries will further explore coopera­
tive potential in tiie energy and 
mineral fields, achieving comple­
mentary advantages and mutual 
benefits,” he added.

Beyond industry and infrastruc­
ture, China’s engagement in Nami­
bia extends to agriculture and 
education, ensuring that coopera­
tion reaches people at all levels.

Johanna Kudumo, a Namibian 
farmer from the Kavango East 
region, participated in a four-day 
training on sustainable horticulture 
under a South-South Cooperation 
project between China and Namibia 
in February. She praised the hands- 
on approach of the program.

“I have been forming for years, but 
this training has taught me new ways 
to improve my yields. Learning about 
pest control and compost making was 
particularly valuable. I feel more con­
fident in applying these techniques in 
my form,” Kudumo said.

Another priority for bilateral 
cooperation is enhancing educa­
tional infrastructure. Official sta­
tistics show that more than 4,000 
new classrooms need to be built in 
Namibia to meet the demand for 
primary, secondary and high 
schools, and China has so far 
helped establish eight schools in 
the African country.

But building a robot’s body is 
just the first step. How to develop 
its “brain” is also crucial.

Last week, AgiBot launched an 
Al large language model, the 
GO-1, to accelerate the training 
of robots. The model enables 
robots to rapidly generalize new 
tasks with minimal training, sig­
nificantly lowering the technical 
barriers for embodied Al appli­
cations, AgiBot said.

The GO-1 model leverages real- 
world human demonstrations and 
internet-sourced video data to 
enhance contextual understand­
ing of human activities.

At AgiBot’s robot training center 
in its Shanghai factory, 100 
humanoid robots learn to pour 
tea, fold laundry and arrange 
tables in simulated everyday envi­
ronments — from cafes to living 
rooms. These machines generate 
high-quality action datasets daily 
by imitating human behavior, 
which is crucial for training the 
GO-1 model.

Yao Maoqing, a partner of Agi­
Bot and president of its embod­
ied intelligence business unit, 
said: “Even a simple water-pour­
ing action requires nearly 100 
high-quality data samples for 
training. These datasets, collect­
ed from the 100 robots, are 
uploaded to the cloud computing 
platform for model iteration, 
eventually enabling universal 
task deployment.”

Currently, repetitive industrial 
tasks remain the initial focus for 
the application of humanoid 
robots. Yao highlighted logistics 
as a prime example.

“While automated guided vehi­
cles excel at transporting goods, 
tasks such as packaging variable­
sized items demand real-time 
adjustments and error correction — 
a challenge perfectly suited for 
humanoid robots. Al control allows 
them to rethink strategies upon fail- 
ure, much like humans,” he said.

As technologies evolve, AgiBot 
envisions broader applications. 
“Humanoid robots’ flexibility' fills 
the gap between rigid automation 
and human labor,” Yao said.

In a high-tech factory in Shang­
hai, engineers meticulously piece 
together humanoid robots, while 
rows of newly made machines 
await testing.

The factory, in Lin-gang Special 
Area, is the first in Shanghai to 
mass produce humanoid robots.

Though it has only been opera­
tional for less than a year, it lias 
already produced more than 1,500 
humanoid robots, according to 
AgiBot, tiie artificial intelligence 
and robotics startup that runs the 
factory.

The company plans to open a 
second factory in Shanghai this 
year, and is aiming for an annual 
capacity of 10,000 units.

“At scale, our robots will cost 
under 200,000 yuan ($27,500) — 
less expensive than a family car,” 
said Peng Zhihui, co-founder of 
AgiBot.

Initially targeting a monthly out­
put of 100 units, the plant’s produc­
tion surged to more than 15 units 
daily due to soaring market 
demand.

As 2025 is widely anticipated to 
be the first year for the mass pro­
duction of humanoid robots, Chi­
nese companies such as AgiBot 
are scrambling to show their 
technological and manufacturing 
prowess.

On the list of 100 global human­
oid robotics-related companies, 
which was recently released by 
United States investment bank 
Morgan Stanley, 37 are from Chi­
na, including UBTech and BYD. 
The China Electronics Society 
forecasts that China’s humanoid 
robot market will reach 870 billion 
yuan by 2030.

Humanoid robotics is a perfect 
example of embodied Al, a phrase 
that was highlighted in China’s 
2025 Government Work Report. 
Embodied Al refers to Al integrat­
ed in physical hardware.

Qiao Hong, an academician at 
the Chinese Academy of Scien­
ces, said: “Humanoid robots are 
a particularly promising area. 
China has established a core 
technological foundation for the 
large-scale and cost-effective 
production of high-performance 
robotic systems.”

AgiBot, for instance, credits 
Shanghai’s advanced manufactur­
ing ecosystem and the Yangtze Riv­
er Delta’s mature supply chain — 
particularly crossover components 
from the electric vehicle sector — 
for its rapid growth.

Zhang Shaozheng, general 
manager of manufacturing at Agi­
Bot, said: “From an industrial 
chain perspective, we’ve leveraged 
synergies with the new energy 
sector, particularly in components 
like electric motors and gearbox­
es. It is precisely these mature 
supply chains that enabled us to 
produce humanoid robots at scale 
in such a short timeframe.”

DeltaHealth Hospital Shanghai 
has received approval from the 
Shanghai Municipal Health Com­
mission to operate as a wholly for­
eign-owned hospital, making it the 
first of its kind in China to specialize 
in cardiovascular diseases.

It is also the first wholly foreign- 
owned hospital in Shanghai to be 
established since the country 
launched a pilot program in Sep­
tember, allowing foreign entities to 
set up hospitals independently in 
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
Shenzhen in Guangdong province, 
and four other cities as well as the 
island of Hainan.

The hospital, which began as a 
joint venture in 2016 and is located in 
Qingpu district, focuses on cardiolo­
gy. It specializes in cardiovascular 
medicine, cardiovascular surgery, 
medical imaging and interventional 
therapy, thoracic surgery and onco­
logy, and has been designated as a 
high-level social medical institution. 

Swire Pacific, a Hong Kong­
based international conglomerate, 
announced in May that it had com­
pleted a shareholding increase in 
DeltaHealth China, making it the 
sole owner of DeltaHealth Hospi­
tal Shanghai. It marked the first 
time the group had taken a majori­
ty stake in a company in the health­
care sector.

A man controls a robot from AgiBot. a Chinese technology com­
pany established in 2023 and based in Shanghai, during the 
Global Developer Conference in Shanghai on Feb 21. 
HECTOR RETAMAL/AFP
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Diplomacy:
Inconsistent 
policies a

Humanoid robots 
are a particularly 
promising area. 
China has 
established a core 
technological 
foundation for the 
large-scale and cost- 
effective production 
of high-performance 
robotic systems.”
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New policy to ensure
food quality and safety

Animated blockbuster fuels openings
for eager jobseekers with creative bent
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Tough action taken against data theft

Measures facilitate approval of 48 first-in-class innovative drugs
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By WANG XIAO YU

wangxiaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

By WANG QIN GYUN

wangqingyun@chinadaily.cmi.cn

ing oncology, neurological disorders 
and anti-infective medicines, the 
report said. The number was the 
highest in the past five years, com­
pared with 40 in 2023 and 21 in 2022. 

Among them, 17 received market 
approval through a priority review 
pathway, 11 gained conditional mar­
ket approval and 13 were included 
in breakthrough therapy programs 
during clinical trials, according to 
the report from the administra­
tion’s drug evaluation center.

“The center is guided by clinical 
value and has implemented various 

ing days is shortened to 130. For 
medicines that meet urgent clinical 
demands and have been approved 
overseas, the time limit is further 
reduced to 70 days.

“In 2024, the administration 
completed 110 drag approval appli­
cations covering 74 different cate­
gories under the priority review 
pathway, marking a year-on-year 
increase of 29 percent,” Yuan said. 

Since China updated its drug reg­
istration and administrative rules in 
2020, 496 drag approval applica­
tions have been placed under the 

ByYANDONGJIE

yandongjie@chinadaily.cmi.cn

To speed up drug approvals, the 
administration has set up four 
accelerated pathways, Yuan Lijia, 
an official at the center, said in an 
interview with China Central Tele­
vision.

These pathways include the pri­
ority review program, which targets 
medicines in urgent need or those 
that treat major infectious diseases 
and rare diseases, as well as upgrad­
ed new drugs, pediatric medica­
tions and innovative vaccines.

Through the program, the stan­
dard review time limit of 200 work­

named Liu allegedly developed Tro­
jan malware to steal data, according 
to the ministry. Members of the 
group would take jobs at companies 
offering training services and 
implant the malware in company 
computers to access client informa­
tion, the ministry said.

In September, the police of Bei­
jing’s Haidian district arrested eight 
suspects and helped 17 companies 
remove the malware from their 
computers.

In another case, police in Chang­
chun, Jilin province, dismantled a 
suspected criminal organization led 
by an individual surnamed Wang 
that allegedly faked business licens­
es to trick jobseekers into sending 
resumes, which were then sold to

measures to enhance review effi­
ciency and expedite approval of new 
and effective drags, so as to provide 
patients with a broader range of 
medication options,” the report said. 

In addition, China approved 106 
pediatric medicines, and 35 medi­
cations were granted expanded 
pediatric indications, which is 
expected to help alleviate the short­
age of pediatric medication options, 
the report said.

Furthermore, 55 rare disease 
medicines were authorized for mar­
ket last year.

tb-u*

China approved 48 first-in-class 
innovative drags, as well as a signifi­
cant number of medications for 
pediatric and rare diseases, thanks 
to measures aimed at enhancing 
review efficiency and accelerating 
patient access to novel therapies, 
according to a report released on 
Tuesday by the National Medical 
Products Administration.

The 48 innovative drugs cover 
nearly 20 therapeutic areas, includ­

number of jobseekers to the com­
pany’s booth, with long lines form­
ing throughout the event.

The company, which contribut­
ed to some character designs in the 
film, offered 15 positions at the job 
fair, including roles for motion 
capture game animators, motion 
capture performers and director’s 
assistants, he said.

“A significant number of appli­
cants came because of the influ­
ence of Ne Zha 2, with many 
traveling from eastern coastal cit­
ies including Beijing, Shanghai and 
Xiamen in Fujian province,” Li said. 

The company received more 
than 40 resumes in just one morn­
ing, with most applicants targeting 
positions as motion capture per­
formers and director’s assistants, 
he said.

A recent graduate surnamed 
Yang, who traveled from the Ning- 
xia Hui autonomous region to 

attend the fair, said he is particu­
larly interested in jobs related to 
gaming and animation.

“Chengdu is a very livable city 
with thriving industries, and I 
hope to secure a job and settle 
down here,” he said.

Peng Yixiao, another recent grad­
uate from Shanghai Ocean Univer­
sity, said he is prioritizing jobs in 
game design and animation. 

“Chengdu is home to many 
emerging game companies, with a 
particularly strong focus on action 
games, which creates many oppor­
tunities for jobseekers,” he said.

According to this year’s Cheng­
du Talent White Paper, the city’s 
eight key industrial parks in the 
digital cultural and creative sector 
have created more than 70 new 
high-demand talent categories in 
fields such as gaming, animation, 
film and television, music and digi­
tal publishing.

Chinese police cracked more than 
7,000 cases involring personal infor­
mation security violations last year, 
the Ministry of Public Security said 
on Tuesday, urging strict legal com­
pliance in handling such data.

Authorities took tough measures 
against such crimes last year, dis­
mantling multiple platforms that 
traded personal data, the ministry 
said in a statement. It also dis­
closed 10 typical cases police solved 
in 2024, in which suspects obtained 
personal data through technical 
means, fraud or other methods.

In one case, a suspected criminal 
organization led by a person sur-

drawings of the movie characters 
for customers.

“Copyright infringement lias 
emerged with unauthorized pro­
duction and sale of Ne Zha-related 
merchandise,” said Liu Mingjie, a 
National People’s Congress deputy 
and chairman of Liaoning Huari 
New Materials Co.

“Efforts should be made to 
encourage e-commerce platforms 
and other entities to establish rele­
vant mechanisms to curb the circu­
lation of pirated content at its 
source,” Liu added.

The Supreme People’s Procura­
torate has warned that producing 
or selling products featuring ele­
ments from Ne Zha 2, including 
character designs, storylines and 
settings, without proper authori­
zation constitutes copyright 
infringement.

Furthermore, the trademarks of 
the Ne Zha movie series have been 
officially registered, meaning 
unauthorized use of these trade­
marks in merchandise also violates 
copyright laws.

As the popularity of Ne Zha- 
themed products remains high, 
the SPP urged consumers to avoid 
purchasing unauthorized items.

“Consumers should choose offi­
cial channels and licensed distrib­
utors. If any infringement is 
discovered, they are encouraged to 
report it to relevant authorities to 
help safeguard the film’s creative 
integrity and maintain a healthy 
industry ecosystem,” the SPP stat­
ed in its official WeChat account.

However, self-made Ne Zha 
items for personal use or as gifts 
without commercial intent are not 
considered copyright violations, 
according to lawyers.

China lias announced a new' com­
prehensive guideline aimed at 
strengthening oversight across the 
entire food supply chain, from 
farms to consumer tables.

The policy, jointly issued by the 
general offices of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee 
and the State Council, China’s Cabi­
net, outlines stricter controls and 
enforcement measures to enhance 
public health protection and ensure 
food quality.

The new guideline emphasizes 
greater coordination between regu­
latory bodies and a focus on improv­
ing food safety at every stage of 
production, distribution and sale. A 
key component of the reforms 
includes the establishment of a 
traceability system for agricultural 
products, enabling better monitor­
ing from farms to markets. This is 
intended to prevent unsafe prod­
ucts from entering the food supply 
while allowing authorities to 
respond quickly to any safety issues 
that might arise.

The policy also tightens regula­
tions surrounding food production 
and business licensing. Producers 
and distributors wall now' face more 
stringent checks before receiving 
licenses, and compliance will be rig­
orously enforced at both the provin­
cial and local levels.

Traditional food producers will be 
required to meet modern safety 
standards while preserving cultural 
practices.

In addition to improving food 
production standards, the policy 
addresses food storage and trans­
portation. New safety protocols for 
warehouses and logistics compa­
nies aim to ensure that food is 
stored and transported under con­
trolled conditions, preventing con­
tamination or spoilage.

As online food sales continue to 
grow, the document emphasizes the 
responsibilities of e-commerce plat­
forms and livestreaming hosts in 
selling food products online. It calls 
for “ensuring the accountability of 
online food sales entities and 
strengthening the collaborative gov­
ernance of food safety issues in 
online sales” to improve regulation 

The blockbuster animated film 
Ne Zha 2 lias amassed more than 
$2 billion worldwide, but its suc­
cess has fueled a surge in unau­
thorized merchandise, raising 
concerns over copyright protec­
tion. Amid the rising demand for 
Ne Zha-themed items, China’s top 
court has urged people to avoid 
buying unauthorized products.

The film’s immense popularity 
among children lias led to a trend 
of kindergarteners dressing up as 
Ne Zha — the rebellious, powerful 
deity child navigating the conse­
quences of his destiny and fight­
ing against new threats to protect 
his world — upon returning to 
school for the new semester. Ven­
dors have capitalized on the craze, 
setting up stalls outside kinder­
gartens in several Chinese cities to 
sell Ne Zha-inspired outfits and 
accessories.

“After watching the movie, my 
child has become a huge fan of Ne 
Zha,” some parents wrote in 
online reviews of the items. Oth­
ers added, “My kid loves the cos­
tume!”

A typical Ne Zha outfit includes a 
red vest with a lotus pattern, a 
lotus bellyband, drop-crotch pants 
and a yellow belt, along with repli­
cas of the young hero’s signature 
weapons — the silken threads of 
destiny, the rings of cosmic power 
and the fire-tipped spear.

“I am now fully focused on selling 
Ne Zha-themed items. The fire­
tipped spear is the most popular 
among kids,” said Chen Lei, a ven­
dor from Xinyang, Henan province. 

Online marketplaces have also

telecommunications fraud gangs. In 
June, police arrested 27 suspects 
and seized more than 1,000 fake 
business licenses.

A separate case involved collu­
sion between an alleged criminal 
group and employees in the courier 
industry. The organization has been 
accused of stealing personal infor­
mation from delivery orders and 
selling it. Police in Zhangye, Gansu 
province, arrested 18 suspects.

The ministry urged companies 
and individuals handling personal 
information to comply with the law 
and enhance security measures. It 
also advised the public to store and 
use their personal data carefully 
and report suspected leaks to 
authorities.

of the emerging sector. Further­
more, it requires the establishment 
of a comprehensive regulatory 
mechanism for food service.

For imported food products, the 
policy introduces a risk manage­
ment framework to ensure that all 
foreign foods entering China meet 
domestic safety standards. This 
includes additional oversight of 
food sold through cross-border 
e-commerce channels.

In January, data from the Minis­
try of Public Security showed that 
12,000 cases of food safety crimes 
were solved last year.

Last week, a reporter from The 
Beijing News conducted undercover 
visits to several Yangmingyu 
Braised Chicken and Rice franchise 
stores in Henan province. They 
observed kitchens using spoiled 
mushrooms and processing over­
night darkened beef with coloring 
agents for reuse. They also wit­
nessed leftover food from customers 
being recycled and reprocessed.

This year’s CCTV 3.15 Gala also 
exposed the issue of excessive phos­
phate levels in water-injected 
shrimp sold on various online plat­
forms though advertisements for 
these shrimp frequently featured 
claims of “zero additives” and “zero 
moisture retention agents” 

The animated blockbuster Ne 
Zha 2 has fueled growth in China’s 
digital cultural and creative indus­
try, driving a surge in job openings 
for animation, visual effects and 
game design while attracting a 
wave of jobseekers, industry insid­
ers say.

As of Saturday, the film, pro­
duced by Chengdu Coco Cartoon 
Co, lias grossed more than 15 bil­
lion yuan ($2.07 billion) at the 
global box office, making it the fifth 
highest-grossing film in history, 
according to movie ticketing plat­
form Beacon.

Feng Mingjin, general manager 
of Chengdu Yunshang New Audio­
visual Culture Technology' Co, told 
Sichuan Daily on Sunday at the 
2025 Chengdu spring job fair in 
Sichuan province that “Ne Zha 
fever” has significantly increased 
demand for talent in the digital 
cultural and creative sector.

His company offered a record 18 
positions at this year’s job fair, 
including film and animation 
screenwriters, 3D data modelers, 
video directors and graphic 
designers.

“The success of Ne Zha 2 has 
injected new vitality into Chengdu’s 
digital cultural and creative indus­
try. In response, my company has 
adjusted its business strategies to 
seize emerging opportunities and 
gain new' momentum,” Feng said. 
“We aim to attract more talent for 
future business expansion.”

Li Lan, a recruitment team lead­
er at Chengdu Christian Technolo­
gy Co, said the popularity oiNeZha 
2 has drawn an unexpectedly large

Liu Mingjie, deputy to the 
National People’s Congress 

jumped on the trend, with many 
Ne Zha costumes available on 
e-commerce platforms for 
between 30 and 50 yuan. A cos­
tume shop on Taobao has report­
edly sold more than 10,000 sets. To 
attract buyers, some sellers incor­
porate elements from the movie, 
such as its logo and title, in their 
promotional posters.

Beyond costumes, a variety of 
derivative merchandise, including 
badges, plush toys and keychains 
featuring the film’s main charac­
ters, is being sold both online and 
in physical stores. Some of these 
items are labeled as officially 
licensed.

Additionally, self-made Ne Zha- 
themed items such as postcards, 
stamps and miniature figurines 
have emerged. At a stationery fair 
held in Beijing in February, some 
vendors sold handmade Ne Zha- 
themed gifts and created custom

!l.|

ByLISHANGYI

lishangyi@chinadaily.com.cn

Efforts should be 
made to encourage 
e-commerce 
platforms and other 
entities to establish 
relevant 
mechanisms to curb 
the circulation of 
pirated content at its 
source.”

priority review program, with 42.54 
percent treating cancer.

Last year also saw China approv­
ing lecanemab for Alzheimer’s dis­
ease, an antibody treatment 
believed to be the world’s first to 
slow progression of the memory­
robbing disease in its early stages. 
China was the third country to grant 
approval for the treatment, follow­
ing the United States and Japan.

As the population continues to 
age rapidly, the administration said 
it has drafted technical evaluation 
standards for Alzheimer’s disease 
treatment products. In the past two 
years, it has approved clinical trials 
for eight innovative drags that could 
potentially treat the disease.

j Y’i

Youths look for opportunities in the digital cultural and creative 
sector at a job fair in Chengdu, Sichuan province, on Sunday. 
WANG QIN / FOR CHINA DAILY
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Guideline urges stricter oversight from 
licensing to production and distribution

Workers plant grass grids at a sand control site that is part of the Three-North Shelterbelt Forest Pro­
gram in Gaotai county in Zhangye, Gansu province, on Tuesday. Gaotai is located on the southern edge 
of the Badain Jaran Desert, China's third-largest desert. This year, the county plans to set green barriers 
on 1,800 hectares of sandy areas, cheng lin / for china daily
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Allure of anime sparks youthful passion
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Fact box: The rise of ACG merchandise

LI SHANGYI
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Market scale and fan base: The 
scale of the ACG industry in China has 

expanded significantly in recent years, 
growing from 18.9 billion yuan ($2.6 

billion) in 2016 to 221.9 billion yuan in 
2023. As of 2023, the ACG community 
in China had over 500 million follow­

ers, with Generation Z, those born

The growing popularity of anime, 

comic and game merchandise is an 
emerging consumption phenomenon 

in China, with shopping malls increas­
ingly dedicating spaces to stores sell­

ing products based on popular ACG 
intellectual properties.

between around 1995 and 2010, form­

ing the largest demographic. A report 
on the ACG industry revealed that 46 

percent of ACG fans are students, 
while 35 percent are white-collar 
workers.

Merchandise types: ACG-related 
merchandise includes badges, post­
ers, cards, keyrings, plastic stands 

and dolls, typically featuring graphics 

from popular animations and games. 

Prices for these items range from 10 
yuan to several hundred yuan. Some 

ACG products, such as badges and 
cards, are sold in blind boxes, where 

customers only discover the contents 
after opening the packaging. The 

scarcity of certain graphics often 
leads to price surges in the second­
hand market.

r $

Clockwise from top: Shoppers browse items on sale at an ACG store in Shanghai on Feb 28. Shuishui at her ACG store in Beijing. ACG-themed
badges and cards attract shoppers at a store in Shanghai's Nanjing Road. Chen Jiaxin at her store in Beijing, photos provided to china daily
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contents a mystery until opened — of 
badges and postcards. She refers to 
the customers as “teachers’: a respect­
ful term in the ACG community. “The 
title fosters a sense of belonging to the 
community? she explained.

Leaving behind her “iron rice bowl” 
job at a State-owned company wasn’t 
easy, and Shuishui sometimes longs 
for financial stability. “I feel anxious 
about finances at times,” she admit­
ted. “But I have also realized that liv­
ing a happy life is what truly matters. 

“I’ve set high targets to support 
myself through the club’s revenue,

Left: Customers purchase goods related to the popular animated movie Ne Zha 2 at a shop in Suzhou, Jiangsu province, on Feb 26. wang jiankang / for china daily Middle: Cosplay lovers gather at an anime-themed 
shopping mall in Zhengzhou. Henan province, in July, zuo dongchen / for china daily Right: An ACG-themed store attracts customers in Beijing’s popular Wangfujing shopping area in November, provided to china daily
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huishui, 36, who asked to be 
identified by the name she 
uses in online communities, 
quit her stable office job six

years ago to pursue a career in the 
anime, comics and games (ACG) 
industry. Today, she works as a free­
lancer and occasionally serves as a 
part-time shop assistant at an anime 
merchandise store in Beijing. 

“As a child, I had few friends at 
school, and I often felt frustrated. But 
when I was reading a comic book one 
day, a classmate started talking to me 
about it,” she recalled. “We became 
friends, and ACG became my escape.” 

In recent years, anime merchan­
dise stores have sprouted up in major 
Chinese cities such as Beijing, Shang­
hai and Guangzhou in Guangdong 
province. These stores sell everything 
from badges and keychains to posters 
and cards, catering to the evergrow­
ing demand for ACG-related goods.

From shop assistants and store 
owners to passionate collectors, the 
anime merchandise market is a place 
where the life stories of different gen­
erations converge. For many, it repre­
sents both a renaissance of ACG 
culture and a shared sense of belong­
ing with the ACG community.

Shuishui began her career as an 
accountant at a State-owned compa­
ny, ajob with a stable income, symbol­
ically called an “iron rice bowl” job in 
China. Her friends praised her for 
excelling in various office roles, 
whether organizing files or handling 
accounting tasks.

“They called me an ideal office 
worker,” she said. “But I’m also an ide­
alist. I realized I hadn’t found die job I 
truly wanted.”

When a position opened at a com­
pany known for creating delicate 
dolls and collaborating with ACG 
intellectual properties, Shuishui 
seized the opportunity without hesi­
tation.

According to a 2024 report by data 
analysis platform QuestMobile on 
China’s ACG industry, it boasts a con­
sumer base of over 500 million peo­
ple, creating a solid foundation for 
consumer demand. Notably, the ACG 
fan base spans nearly four genera­
tions, ranging from those who grew 
up in the 1980s to fans born in the 
2010s, closely aligning with the coun­
try’s primary consumer demographic. 

To outsiders, the surge in anime 
merchandise might seem like a 
recent phenomenon.

Shuishui, sitting behind the check­
out counter at die store, wearing a 
straight-cut school-style fringe and 
glasses, reflected that she grew up 
reading comic books and watching 
anime.

The connection with ACG trans­
ported Shuishui to a world of joy. “I 
have little interest in accessories or 
cosmetics. I save my money for dolls 
and ACG-related goods,” she said.

For her generation, ACG was part 
of their formative years, witii iconic 
series like Sailor Moon and Detective 
Conan still popular today.

However, because ACG was con­
sidered a subculture back then, 
Shuishui’s parents didn’t support her 
in her pursuit of drawing, either as a 
hobby or a major duting her school 
years, a decision she now regrets.

Although her real life often felt dis­
tant from the ACG world, die spirit 
and values fostered by the stories hap­
pening in the pages or on screen

shaped her romanticized worldview. 
“I’ve always lived in a beautiful 

imaginary world,” she said. ‘I see the 
real world through die lens of that 
idealism.”

Despite the risks of leaving a stable 
job, Shuishui followed her passion 
and resolutely entered die field she 
had been craving. Fortunately, her 
husband, also an anime fen, support­
ed her decision.

“I’m drawn to the simplicity of rela­
tionships in the ACG community’ she 
said. “I’ve made many friends here 
who share my passions.”

When the doll company stopped 
collaborating with her favorite IPs, 
Shuishui’s enthusiasm for the work 
waned. She eventually joined an 
anime merchandise store and started 
managing her own ACG merchandise 
club, where she oversees both design 
and sales.

With over two decades of immer­
sion in the anime world and six years 
of professional experience, Shuishui 
has become a highly skilled industry 
insider.

“I helped my previous company 
increase revenue by millions of yuan 
and built a loyal customer base of 
4,000 fans,” she said. “Now, Fm eager 
to apply these skills in my cu rrent role 
as a club manager?

She has also observed changes in 
consumer preferences. “Earlier, fans 
preferred buying expensive figures 
and statues, but now smaller items 
like badges and cards are more popu­
lar. They’re cheaper, easier to display 
and more affordable.”

At the store, Shuishui warmly 
greets customers who buy blind box­
es — a type of packaging that keeps its

and my focus now is to make the dub 
a success,” she added.

This kind of internal struggle 
between stability and enthusiasm is 
also shared by Chen Jiaxin, a 25-year- 
old who recently took the plunge into 
the ACG business world to realize her 
long-held dream.

A dedicated fan since middle 
school, Chen began collecting mer­
chandise from various IPs, ranging 
from Japanese animations to Chinese 
online games. She recently opened a 
store specializing in ACG-related 
products.

Li

in Beijing, offering a range of mer­
chandise, both from her own collec­
tion and imported items.

However, despite a promising 
start, Chen remains cautious about 
the future. “I’ve noticed the peak of 
the ACG market in China has passed 
and prices for products are falling,” 
she said. ‘To succeed, the uniqueness 
of products is key to attracting con­
sumers.”

Chen, who describes her business 
as “generating electricity for love’; a 
phrase often used by ACG fans to 
express their passion for collecting 
merchandise and look down on mon­
etary investment, hopes to stabilize 
her store’s operations in the coming 
months.

“I have made a worst-case plan, 
which is to find another job if needed, 
but for now, I think I can sustain this 
business for two or three years,” she 
said.

“I’m not naturally an optimistic 
person, but when I see my favorite 
anime characters overcoming diffi­
culties, it inspires me to do the same,” 
Chen said.

On commercial streets lined with 
ACG stores, it’s common to see junior 
high school students dressed in 
anime costumes. Buying anime mer­
chandise, “or eating grains” as they 
call it, lias become a popular trend 
among teens.

Zhang Zi, a 15-year-old high school 
student from Hangzhou in Zhejiang 
province, is a frequent visitor to 
anime merchandise stores. For Zi, 
ACG merchandise is more than just 
collectibles — it represents a sense of 
companionship and belonging. 

“When I feel overwhelmed by 
study pressure or setbacks, seeing my 
favorite anime character brings me 
happiness,” she said.

Zi’s journey into the world of ACG 
began when she encountered Hatsu- 
ne Miku during a middle school com­
puter class. “The more I learned 
about her, the more I wanted to col­
lect her merchandise, like badges and 
plastic stands,” she recalled. “When 
my classmates saw my collection, 
they thought it was interesting, and 
soon, they joined me.”

For Zi, the process of collecting 
merchandise offers a sense of satis­
faction and accomplishment, provid­
ing emotional value. “It’s not just 
about the items themselves, but what 
they represent,” she said.

Zi has also made new friends out­
side of school, bonding with other 
ACG fans. She noted that these friend­
ships, spanning different age groups, 
have made her life more enjoyable. 

“Before I joined the community, I 
didn’t understand the jargon, and I 
felt disconnected,” Zi said. “But once I 
learned the terms, I felt a sense of 
belonging to the community because 
we speak the same language.”

Like many fandoms, the ACG com­
munity has its own set of jargon, such 
as guzi, a homophone of “goods” 
meaning grain in Chinese, and baji, a 
homophone of “badge? Thanks to 
introductoiy videos of these terms, Zi 
gradually became familiar with the 
culture.

Without knowledge of ACG-spe- 
cific jargon, shopping at an anime 
merchandise store can be challeng­
ing for outsiders, as price tags and 
labels often incorporate it.

Zi is always eager to share her 
knowledge with others. “I don’t see a 
gap between us and outsiders,” she 
said. “I am willing to explain it to 
them.”

As the trend of buying ACG mer­
chandise continues, there’s an ongo­
ing debate within the community 
about whether purchasing goods is 
a necessary way to show genuine 
affection for an IP.

“I don’t think buying merchandise 
should feel like a burden,” Zi said. “I 
buy it simply because I like it”
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Two-dimensional culture: In Chi­
na, ACG fans often refer to the culture 

as "two-dimensional", representing a 
distinct community, lifestyle and mar­
ket.
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Comic books, 
collectibles, 
cosplay attract 
consumption 
across generations
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Before pursuing her business ven­
ture, Chen worked at an overseas edu­
cation agency, managing a portfolio 
of 120 students planning to study 
abroad. “The job was stressful, espe­
cially during the pandemic,” she said. 

“Nightmares always haunted me 
during that time. Parents would scold 
me for not helping their children go 
abroad,” she recalled. “I gained 10 
kilograms in the first six months from 
stress eating.”

The tipping point for opening her 
store came when she saw a friend also 
struggle with work stress. “I told her 
that I could create a job for her. Now, 
we run the store together,” Chen said. 

Chen has a particular fondness for 
virtual idol anime characters such as 
Hatsune Miku, a virtual singer with 
green ponytails, and a Japanese ani­
mation about a girl band striving to 
perform in a world where music is 
banned.

Her passion for anime merchan­
dise led her to pursue her undergrad­
uate degree in Japan, where she 
continued collecting items. “I filled 
two spare rooms with merchandise, 
which led me to the idea of selling it,” 
she explained.

Today, various toys and collectibles 
grace the shelves of her store.

Chen invested some 150,000 yuan 
($20,700) to open her store, and reve­
nue has so far exceeded expectations. 
“I initially estimated monthly earn­
ings of around 3,000 yuan, but we’re 
now averaging between 10,000 and 
20,000 yuan,” she said. The recent 
winter vacation also helped increase 
sales.

Her store, One Grain Within Three 
Bites, is located in a shopping center
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Visitors pack the Xiaoxitian scenic area in Xixian county, Shanxi province, in October, photos by zhu xingxin / china daily
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Tourists visit the wall of Pingyao Ancient City in Shanxi.
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Humanoid robot craze sparks surge in rentals
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Shanxi promotes rich
traditional culture
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hns-f.
A farmer harvests blueberries in a greenhouse of a fruit company in 
Mengzi, Yunnan province, on Feb 28. xue yingying / xinhua

HANGZHOU — In a mesmeriz­
ing display at a recent show in 
Hangzhou, eastern China’s leading 
tech hub, a dozen humanoid robots 
twisted and twirled in perfect sync, 
their joints clattering to the rhythm 
of joyful music as they captivated 
the audience and drew waves of 
cheers.

The spectacle reflects a growing 
trend, with businesses and individ­
uals increasingly renting human­
oid robots for performances, 
exhibitions, and livestreams to grab 
public attention.

These robots shot to fame earlier 
this year when a fleet from Unitree, 
a Chinese robotics startup, mes­
merized audiences with a synchro­
nized dance in colorful jackets at 
the Spring Festival Gala, one of Chi­
na’s most-watched broadcasts. The 
overwhelming public attention and 
ensuing robot craze have since 
turned them into a sought-after 
commodity in the rental market. 

“Orders for Unitree’s G1 human­
oid robot rentals have been surging 
since early February, with bookings 
already lined up through late 
March,” said Gao Lai, who has been 
engaged in the robot rental busi­
ness for over a decade. His compa­
ny provided the rented robots for

In a park in the Beijing Economic- 
Technological Development Area, 
two robotic dogs performing patrol 
duties have captured the attention 
of many passersby.

These gray and white robotic 
canines, equipped with multi-spec­
tral cameras and high-precision sen­
sors, represent the latest innovation 
in Beijing’s ongoing efforts to build a 
smart city.

Beijing Economic-Technological 
Development Area, also known as 
Beijing E-Town, recently announced 
that the area had officially upgraded 
its intelligent patrol system by inte­
grating unmanned patrol cars, robot­
ic dogs with artificial intelligence 
algorithms and big data analysis, to 
realize 24-hour full-coverage patrols 
throughout the area.

According to Beijing E-Town, new­
ly deployed equipment includes 18 
L4 unmanned vehicles, 15 manned 
patrol vehicles and two industrial­
grade intelligent robotic dogs.

Each robotic dog weighs approxi­
mately 65 kilograms and is adaptable 
to extreme environments such as 
heavy rain and high temperatures. It 
features a multi-spectral camera and 
searchlights on its head, while die 
back of these robotic dogs allows for 
rapid fitting with specialized equip­
ment such as explosion-proof gear 
and gas detectors, enabling it to han­
dle a variety of tasks with remarkable 
flexibility.

The unmanned patrol vehicles 
are equipped with 360-degree pano­
ramic cameras and high-precision 
sensors. These vehicles can connect 
with the smart city video system, 
thereby creating a comprehensive, 
three-dimensional monitoring net­
work that integrates aerial and 
ground surveillance.

The robotic dogs are tasked with 
meticulous ground inspections, 
while unmanned vehicles handle 
supply deliveries and data transmis- 

Wukong, 27 are in Shanxi, mainly 
featuring the province’s grottoes, 
temples, ancient buildings, sculp­
tures and murals. It represents only 
5 percent of Shanxi’s 531 nationally 
protected cultural relics, highlight­
ing the province’s rich cultural 
resources.

Discussing how Shanxi plans to 
develop new quality' productive for­
ces, Tang said that the province is ful­
ly leveraging its cultural tourism 
market advantages, vigorously 
expanding new “culture plus tour­
ism” industries and products.

During this year’s Spring Festi­
val, Shanxi’s innovative approach 
to tourism resulted in a total tour­
ism expenditure of 31.7 billion 
yuan ($4.4- billion), a 30 percent 
increase from the same period of 
the previous year.

In Huangcheng tillage in Yang- 
cheng county; rural tourism has 
become a new leading industry.

The village was the birthplace of 
Chen Tingjing, a prominent minis­
ter during the Qjng Dynasty (1644- 

In recent years, as the preserva­
tion and promotion of China’s rich 
traditional culture have advanced 
steadily, public interest in ancient 
architecture has been increasing.

During this year’s two sessions — 
the annual gatherings of the coun­
try’s top legislature and political 
advisory body, which concluded last 
week in Beijing — many representa­
tives from across the country dis­
cussed the deep integration of 
culture and tourism and offered sug­
gestions to drive high-quality eco­
nomic development through the 
preservation and promotion of his­
torical treasures.

On March 6, at the open group 
meeting of the Shanxi delegation 
during the third session of the 14th 
National People’s Congress, ’lang 
Dengjie, an NPC deputy and Party 
secretary of Shanxi, shared a story. 

‘Tast year, leveraging die popular­
ity of the video game Black Myth: 
Wukong, we launched the “Follow 
Wukong to Tour Shanxi’ campaign, 
which significantly boosted our cul­
tural tourism sector,” he said.

“People say Shanxi has been bless­
ed with a ‘downpour of prosperity’, 
and I believe we’ve received it well.” 

Tang said that the success of the 
campaign strengthened the govern­
ment’s resolve to transform cultural 
tourism into a pillar industry and a 
source of happiness for the people. 

Shanxi, home to the largest num­
ber' of ancient buildings in China, 
boasts 28,027 ancient structures. 
Among them are three wooden 
structures from the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907AD), and die world’s tallest 
wooden pagoda, die Yingxian Wood­
en Pagoda, which was built in 1056. 

Of the 36 scenes in Black Myth:
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KUNMING - While blueberry 
bushes in most parts of China are 
just beginning to bloom, early-ripen­
ing varieties in southwestern Yun­
nan province are already being 
harvested

Farmers are currentiy working to 
pick and pack the fresh berries, 
which swiftly make their way to mar­
kets across China and beyond. 
Native to North America, blueber­
ries have found a second home in 
China. Last year, the country’s blue­
berry cultivation area surpassed 
73,000 hectares, yielding around 
500,000 metric tons of berries, mak­
ing China one of die fastest-growing 
blueberry producers in die world. 
Yunnan, with its ideal climate and 
extended growing season, lias 
emerged as a leading production 
hub, contributing about 30 percent 
of the national output.

Thanks to its unique geographical 
conditions, abundant sunlight and 
significant temperature variations 
between day and night, Yunnan 
offers an optimal environment for 
blueberry cultivation.

The province is home to 46 wild 
blueberry varieties — more than half 
of China’s total, making it one of the 
best production areas worldwide.

The city of Mengzi in Honghe 
Hani and Yi autonomous prefecture 
is home to over 2,300 hectares of 
greenhouse space for blueberries, 
generating over 3 billion yuan ($418 
million) in annual revenue and 
improving incomes and livelihoods 
for more than 20,000 local farmers. 

Last year, Min Hongwei set up a 
12-hectare blueberry plantation in 
Mile, another city in Honghe. “Dur­
ing peak harvest season, our work­
forcejumps to over 150 people, most

the show in Hangzhou, capital of 
Zhejiang Province.

‘The daily rental price for a 
humanoid robot ranges from 8,000 
to 15,000 yuan ($1,115 to 2,091). 
With the booming demand, we 
anticipate our earnings to rise by 
80 percent this year,” Gao added.

In terms of presale, Unitree’s G1 
model starts at 99,000 yuan, while 
tiie Hl model has a starting price of 
650,000 j'uan.

Industry insiders said that the 
growing demand for robots in busi­
ness events, exhibitions and shows 
is fueling the expansion of the robot 
rental market, which holds great 
potential.

On Xianyu, one of China’s largest 
second-hand goods trading plat­
forms, renting a Unitree robot can 
cost thousands of yuan, often cov­
ering transportation, machine 
adjustments and on-site support.

In Hangzhou’s Yuhang district, 
where the recent show' took place, 
local authorities plan to host more 
robot shows and tutorial sessions 
in rural areas by renting robots. 

“Dancing with robots grabs 
attention, and we hope to partner 
with companies to introduce Al to 
rural communities,” said Zhang 
Jingcan, a district official.

of whom are local villagers. They 
can earn at least 150 yuan per day, 
and some make as much as 300 
yuan,” he said.

Yunnan’s blueberry boom has 
attracted over 100 domestic and 
international companies to Honghe, 
creating jobs for more than 100,000 
people.

According to the province’s agri­
cultural department, Yunnan’s blue­
berry cultivation area reached 
16,660 hectares last year, producing 
171,000 tons with an estimated 
industry value of 17 billion yuan.

While Chinese blueberries were 
initially grown for domestic con­
sumption, they are now making 
their mark on the international 
stage. Chen Canling, sales manager 
of Anmei, an agriculture and tech­
nology company, said the company 
successfully entered the Malaysian 
market this year.

‘To meet export standards, we’ve 
implemented precision manage­
ment throughout the supply chain 
from harvesting techniques to pack­
aging and international logistics,” 
Chen said. “Our goal is to export 300 
tons of blueberries this year.”

Wang Rui, chairman of Fengji, an 
agricultural development company, 
said, “Every four days, we airfreight 
two tons of blueberries to Dubai.” He 
added that customers in Dubai can 
enjoy fresh blueberries from Yunnan 
in about 40 hours.

“Since China first exported home­
grown blueberries to Russia in 2020, 
they have reached more than 10 
countries and regions,” said Li Yad- 
ong, a professor at Jilin Agricultural 
University.

received 2 million visitors, generat­
ing over 100 million yuan in direct 
tourism revenue. The village has also 
embraced modem technology, using 
big data and artificial intelligence to 
enhance the tourist experience with 
smart guides and online booking.

The increasing interest among 
young people in historical sites has 
spurred a movement for the preser­
vation of ancient buildings, said 
Hang Kan, an NPC deputy and 
director of Yungang Research Insti­
tute, w'hich administers the Yungang 
Grottoes, a UNESCO World Cultural 
Heritage Site in Datong city. He said 
the grottoes have seen nearly 4.5 mil­
lion visitors since 2024.

The Yungang Grottoes have been 
undergoing digital preservation 
since 2001, with two-thirds of the 
caves already digitally recorded.

Hang said that using augmented 
reality to bring the grottoes to life 
allows visitors to experience their 
grandeur virtually.

The popular activity of “high-fiv­
ing” the Giant Buddha statue from a 
distance has become a must-do for 
young visitors.

The Shanxi delegation proposed 
the creation of a Demonstration 
Zone for the Inheritance and Trans­
formation of Chinese Excellent Cul­
ture, aiming to enhance the 
international influence of Shanxi’s 
world heritage sites such as the 
Yungang Grottoes, Pingyao Ancient 
City' and Mount Wutai.

The initiative seeks to establish 
Shanxi as a global cultural 
exchange center, making the prov­
ince a show’case for the harmoni­
ous integration of China’s excellent 
traditional culture and modern 
achievements.

By ZHU XINGXIN 

and CHEN LIANG

sion, w'orking together to establish a 
highly efficient operational model, 
Beijing E-Town said.

This new-generation intelligent 
patrol system leverages advanced Al 
algorithms and big data analysis to 
detect abnormal situations, fire haz­
ards and other risks in real time. 
Through a 5G network, the system 
can instantly alert the command cen­
ter, ensuring swift responses to emer­
gencies.

“The upgraded system has tripled 
patrol efficiency compared to tradi­
tional methods and significantly 
reduces blind spots in surveillance,” 
said a spokesperson from Beijing 
E-Town, adding that they will contin­
ue to explore the deep integration of 
Al with urban governance, delivering 
more cutting-edge technological 
advancements from the laboratory to 
the streets and communities.

Beijing E-Town has also indicated 
that the robotic dogs will help ensure 
the security of an upcoming half­
marathon next month, which will see 
robotic and human athletes compet­
ing along the same route. Among 
China’s rapidly expanding array of 
Al-driven innovations, robotic dogs 
make frequent appearances in the 
public spotlight

In December, Chinese robotics 
firm Unitree Technology’s video of 
an agile wheel-legged robot dog 
took the internet by storm. It shows 
the robotic dog executing impress­
ive stunts like spinning around, 
performing side flips and leaping 
from heights.

Research by GGII, a consultancy in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province, 
which specializes in emerging indus­
tries, shows that the global quadra­
ped robot market is projected to 
surpass 560,000 units by 2030, with 
market value potentially exceeding 8 
billion yuan ($1.1 billion).

Xiong said: “Only by ensuring the 
safety' of human-robot interac­
tions, the robot itself, and the data 
can we achieve large-scale produc­
tion.”

Many industry insiders agree 
that the ultimate goal for human­
oid robots is to evolve into general- 
purpose robots capable of adapting 
to diverse environments and per­
forming a wide range of tasks with­
out relying on specific sites or tools. 
Achieving this goal will require 
advancements in Al, high-end 
manufacturing and new materials, 
driven by academia and industry 
collaboration.

With surging demand and con­
tinuous innovation, China’s 
humanoid robot market is forecast 
to see exponential growth in the fol­
lowing years, clinching a signifi­
cant share of the global market.

According to a report on the 
humanoid robot industry' released 
at tiie 2024 World Al Conference in 
Shanghai, China’s humanoid robot 
market was estimated at 2.76 bil­
lion yuan last year. By 2029, it is 
expected to reach 75 billion yuan, 
accounting for 32.7 percent of the 
global market.

• X
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1911). He was not only a teacher of 
Emperor Kangxi but also the chief 
editor of the Kangri Dictionary, a 
Chinese dictionary published in 1716 
and considered from the time of its 
publishing until the early 20th cen­
tury to be the most authoritative ref­
erence for written Chinese 
characters.

Today, Chen’s residence, known 
as the House of the Huangcheng 
Chancellor, a well-protected archi­
tectural complex from the Ming 
(1368-1644) and Qing dynasties, is 
celebrated as “the first mansion of 
northern China”. It attracts numer­
ous domestic and international 
tourists with its unique charm and 
historical heritage.

Chen Xiaoshuan, an NPC deputy 
and head of Huangcheng village, 
said, “This Spring Festival, we 
introduced many intangible cultur­
al heritage performances and vil­
lage fairs to meet the diverse 
tourism consumption needs.”

Last year, he said, the House of the 
Huangcheng Chancellor Group

“The concept of humanoid 
robots is nothing new. Since the 
first one was developed in Japan in 
the 1960s, they’ve been a focal 
point of global competition,” said 
Xiong Rong, a professor at Zheji­
ang University and head of Zheji­
ang Humanoid Robot Innovation 
Center.

“Powered by Al, our robots are 
making progress faster than I antic­
ipated,” said Wang Xingxing, CEO 
of Unitree Robotics. “We’ve upgrad­
ed the software algorithms in our 
humanoid robots to make them 
more agile and improve their danc­
ing skills.”

However, some uncertainties 
exist when applying humanoid 
robots in more complicated scenar­
ios at home or in businesses that 
require more flexible and diverse 
human-robot interactions.

“Humanoid robots will reach 
new heights by the end of this year, 
and if all goes well, we could see 
them deployed in some service or 
industrial sectors next year or the 
year after,” said Wang. “However, 
home-use models might see slower 
adoption due to higher security 
requirement”

Emphasizing the importance of 
security in robot applications, 
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WARMHEARTED GESTURE
China-Bangladesh ties open a new chapter as the first batch of Dhaka patients arrive in Kunming for medical treatment
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Nazmul Islam, Bangladesh 
Ambassador to China

Editor’s note:
In this weekly feature China Daily gives voice to Asia and its people. The stories presented come mainly from the Asia News Network (ANN), of which China Daily is among its 20 leading titles.

is sent to the pediatric ICU for initial 
recovery, which only takes a couple 
of days. The child is then sent back 
to die ward for observation for a few 
days, and once the doctors think the 
patient is fit enough for physical 
activity, they are sent back. The 
whole process doesn’t take more 
than a week, said Sokhon, a translat­
or for Cambodian patients.

The Fuwai Cardiovascular Hospi­
tal of Yunnan province sees around 
24 to 30 foreign pediatric patients 
among 300,000 patients each year.

THE KOREA HERALD, 

SOUTH KOREA

Mohd Najwan Halimi said the state 
is likely to follow suit

Describing it as the right move, he 
said the matter is part of Tuesday’s 
state executive councilors’ meeting 
agenda.

“This is a good move, and I think 
we should consider implementing it 
in Selangor as well,” he said.

Penang health committee chair­
man Daniel Gooi Zi Sen said the 
state health department will moni­
tor stalls to ensure they don’t dis­
play smoking products at retail 
outlets.

“Individuals can be fined from 
500 Malaysian ringgit ($113) up to 
30,000 ringgit, while organizations 
may be slapped with up to 300,000 
ringgit in fines, or jailed,” he said.

Enforcement officers will also tar­
get products disguised as toys or 
sold via vending machines and 
online platforms.

“Retailers can only use designat­
ed signboards to show the availabili­
ty of cigarettes or vaping products 
and tiie prices.

“Certain specialized stores are 
allowed to display smoking prod­
ucts, but must prominently feature 
warning signs,” he said.

Act 852 was gazetted last October 
but tiie Ministry of Health of Malay­
sia provided a grace period until 
April 1 before full enforcement.

ing all APEC members will be 
affected by demographic changes 
in the long term, despite the vary­
ing speeds at which they encounter 
such challenges.

“I believe that the feet of proact­
ively selecting these globally signif­
icant issues, which require serious 
consideration on an international 
scale, and introducing them into 
the APEC discussion framework 
already represents a major contri­
bution on our part as host of tiie 
APEC summit,” Yoon said.

The first meeting of senior offi­
cials marked the official beginning 
of tiie APEC-related schedule lead­
ing up to the summit and served as 
the very first opportunity to intro­
duce Gyeongju to the official dele­
gations of APEC members in 
advance, according to Yoon.

The meeting drew around 2,000 
participants, including representa­
tives from 21 APEC members as 
well as the APEC Secretariat, 
according to the Foreign Ministry 
of South Korea.

Yoon and Lee Ji-yoon, an APEC 
senior official as well as the deputy 
director general of international 
economic affairs at South Korea’s 
Foreign Ministry, held bilateral 
meetings with delegations, accord­
ing to the Foreign Ministry.

During the briefing, Eduardo

has been going well. The only prob­
lem we face is the language barrier. 
The doctors do not understand us, 
and we do not understand them. 
But thankfully, we have someone 
who helps us with translation and 
interpretation.”

After admission, they spend 
around a day or two doing relevant 
tests on the patient to check which 
areas need focus. After that, they 
discuss with specialists, most of the 
time from Beijing, and set a date for 
tiie surgery, which takes around two 
to three hours.

Once the surgery is over, the child

Pedrosa, executive director of the 
APEC Secretariat, brushed off any 
worries when asked about whether 
concerns were raised over poten­
tial impacts of the political turbu­
lence in South Korea for the 
summit.

“APEC meetings have been held 
under similarly changing political 
situations, but the APEC work has 
continued throughout the years. 
So, I think most stakeholders and 
experts are pretty confident that 
this work will go ahead,” Pedrosa 
said at the news conference.

Pedrosa also pointed out that 
one of the issues brought up during 
this meeting was the “need to 
respond to new challenges that 
emerged from the evolving trade 
environment” reiterating, “We are 
in an evolving trade environment” 

Pedrosa, however, refrained 
from providing a direct answer 
when asked by The Korea Herald 
whether there were concerns 
about a shift toward protection­
ism, which contradicts APEC’s 
vision of free and open trade as the 
United States has imposed blanket 
tariffs, and whether tiie issue 
would be addressed at the APEC 
summit.

From April 1, tobacco products can 
no longer be openly displayed at 
shops in several states in Malaysia. 

Instead, they must be kept hidden 
from view in closed cabinets.

The move is in line with tiie Con­
trol of Smoking Products for Public 
Health Act 2024 (Act 852), which 
prohibits point-of-sale display of 
smoking products at eateries and 
retail stores.

The Act, enforced on Oct 1, covers 
regulations on registration, sale, 
packaging, labeling, and prohibition 
of smoking in public places.

Hie Act also includes a display 
ban on all tobacco and vape prod­
ucts in retail outlets.

Kuala Lumpur, Penang and Selan­
gor are ready to enforce the ban effec­
tive April 1 after having informed 
shops about the move earlier.

Kuala Lumpur mayor Datuk Seri 
Maimunah Mohd Sharif said Kuala 
Lumpur’s health department will 
begin enforcement upon the expira­
tion of the grace period.

“Since Act 852 came into effect, 
the health department has visited 
retail shops selling cigarettes and 
tobacco products. They have provid­
ed explanations and announce­
ments to the sellers, such as at 
convenience stores,” she said.

Selangor youth, sports and entre­
preneurship committee chairman
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Delegates to the first APEC senior officials’ meeting enter the 
conference hall in Gyeongju, North Gyeongsang Province, South 
Korea, on Feb 24. yonhap

March 11, Sajid’s mother, Mosam- 
mat Selina Akhter, said, “We came 
all the way from Kishoreganj (a dis­
trict in Dhaka) under this initiative. 
Earlier, Sajid was admitted to the 
National Heart Foundation in Bang­
ladesh. After we came here, we were 
pleasantly surprised by tiie behavior 
of the doctors and other staffers and 
also their facilities. We are very 
hopeful about his treatment.”

Partha’s mother, Suchanda Rani 
Das, had similar hopes after coming 
to the hospital.

Mohammad Ripon Khan, father 
of Yeamin, said, “So far, everything

Gooi said Penang’s health depart­
ment has also conducted advocacy 
sessions for traders and businesses 
from last October until January.

Tan Chiew Beng, 41, a sundry 
shop owner, said he is prepared to 
comply with the new regulations.

He supported the no-smoking 
advocacy, adding cigarette sales may 
drop due to reduced visibility. He 
sells 20 to 30 packs of cigarettes a 
week, earning a small profit of 1 ring­
git per pack, but acknowledged the 
financial and health burdens of ciga­
rettes on lower-income consumers. 

“I’ll only sell upon customers’ 
request,” he said.

The Consumers’ Association of 
Penang is urging authorities to 
ensure there are no further delays in 
enforcing Act 852.

Its senior education officer and 
anti-smoking activist NV Subbarow 
said action must be taken against 
violators, as enough time has 
already been given.

‘This enforcement protects non- 
smokers and prevents unnecessary 
promotion while still allowing 
smokers to buy their products.

“Minors who have not been 
exposed to smoking wall also be less 
likely to develop the unhealthy hab­
it,” he added.

have worked closely on a range of 
initiatives, overcoming challenges 
and embracing new opportunities. 
China has been a steadfast partner 
in Bangladesh’s journey toward 
development, supporting our infra­
structure projects and our industri­
alization efforts.”

He added, “As we celebrate this 
special anniversary, we take a signif­
icant step toward enhancing people- 
to-people relationships through 
healthcare cooperation. The launch 
of this cooperation is a landmark 
achievement that will not only bene­
fit the people of Bangladesh but also 
strengthen the bonds of friendship 
between our two nations.

“Through this initiative, Bangla­
deshi patients will have access to 
world-class medical facilities in Chi­
na, receiving specialized treatment 
and care. This pilot initiative wall lay 
the foundation for a structured, 
long-term healthcare cooperation 
program between our two coun­
tries.”

Nazmul also said this visit 
presents an invaluable opportunity 
for medical professionals to engage 
in a meaningful knowledge 
exchange.

“The participation of Bangladeshi 
doctors in this initiative will enable 
them to gain exposure to China’s 
advanced medical practices, innova­
tive methodologies, and cutting- 
edge research,” he said.

After the reception, the patients 
were taken to their designated hos­
pitals — some for checkups, some 
for treatment.

Three of the patients — Al Fuad 
Ahmed Sajid, 10; Yeamin Ibne 
Ripon, 8, and Partha Das, 18 months 
old — were admitted to the pediatric 
ward of Fuwai Hospital under the 
Chinese Academy of Medical Scien­
ces. All three of them have holes in 
their hearts.

Fuwai Hospital is one of the most 
advanced hospitals specializing in 
cardiovascular diseases in China. 
With state-of-the-art machinery and 
technology, it has earned itself a tri­
ple A, first-class hospital status. 

Speaking to The Daily Star on

A3S/A3 /
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he first batch of Banglade­
shi patients reached 
Southwest China’s Kun­
ming of Yunnan province,

for medical treatment on March 10, 
marking a new chapter in bilateral 
ties between China and Bangladesh. 

The development came as the 
nations are celebrating the golden 
jubilee of friendship, The Daily Star 
said.

The delegation comprised 14 
patients, three of whom were chil­
dren with congenital heart disease, 
along with their attendants, five 
doctors, and five travel agency rep­
resentatives.

The patients will undergo medi­
cal checkups and receive treatment 
at designated hospitals, while the 
doctors and travel agents will assess 
hospital facilities, accommodation, 
and travel arrangements.

During a trip to China earlier this 
year, Bangladesh’s Foreign Affairs 
Adviser Md Touhid Hossain pro­
posed the strengthening of bilateral 
ties in public health, requesting Chi­
na to facilitate medical treatment 
for Bangladeshi patients, among 
other proposals.

To accommodate Bangladeshi 
patients, Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh Yao Wen said during a 
news conference that the visa pro­
cess will be expedited as soon as pos­
sible to ensure there is no delay in 
treatment.

Bangladesh Ambassador to China 
Nazmul Islam said this visit opened 
a new chapter in the ever-growing 
friendship between the two nations. 
“As we gather in the beautiful city of 
Kunming, we not only celebrate an 
important initiative in health coop­
eration but also commemorate a 
historic milestone — the 50th anni­
versary of the Bangladesh-China 
diplomatic relations.

“Our relationship, rooted in histo­
ry, has evolved into a comprehensive 
strategic partnership encompassing 
political, economic, trade, defense, 
culture, and now, this new coopera­
tion in the health sector.

“Since the establishment of diplo­
matic ties in 1975, our countries

Hiburi shinji 
ceremony at Aso 
Shrine in A so, 
Kumamoto, Japan, 
on March 16. The 
ceremony takes 
place annually to 
wish a good rice 
harvest by swinging 
flaming long ropes in 
the air. 
REZAN SOLEH/AFP

This pilot initiative 
will lay the foundation 
for a structured, long­
term healthcare 
cooperation program 
between our two 
countries.”
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The Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation summit 2025 hosted 
by South Korea will place artificial 
intelligence and demographic 
shifts at the forefront of the agenda 
for discussion — topics that have 
never before taken the spotlight at 
tiie regional economic forum.

Yoon Seong-mee, chair of the 
2025 APEC Senior Officials’ Meet­
ing, emphasized the urgency and 
significance of prioritizing cooper­
ation on Al technologies and 
responding to population changes 
such as low birthrates and aging 
societies.

“Especially, Al and demographic 
structure are topics that have never 
been addressed at tiie APEC, while 
tiie previous APEC has covered a 
wide range of issues such as trade 
liberalization, labor and educa­
tion,” Yoon said.

Yoon made the remarks during a 
news conference following the first 
Senior Officials’ Meeting, held 
from Feb 24 to March 9 in the city 
of Gyeongju, North Gyeongsang 
Province. The APEC summit, 
scheduled to be held in the same 
city from late October to early 
November under the theme “Build­
ing a Sustainable Tomorrow”, will 
mark South Korea’s first time host­
ing the event in 20 years, since it 
was last held in Busan in 2005. 

“There are no fields unrelated to 
Al. Therefore, Al is a critically 
important issue with a massive 
impact, influencing our future 
across all sectors worldwide. The 
same applies to the issue of demo­
graphic structure,” Yoon said, add-
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Lighting 
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A Bangladeshi patient gets treatment at the Fuwai Cardiovascular Hospital of Yunnan on March 10. Bangladeshi delegation of 14 patients, 
three of whom were children with congenital heart disease, arrive in Kunming, Yunnan province, on March 10. naziba basher / the daily star
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which will be consumption-related, 
including an expanded consumer 
trade-in program, wage hikes for civil 
servants and modest increases in 
social welfare spending, Xing said. 

“China is trying something new — 
a more proactive fiscal policy with a 
greater focus on consumption — in 
order to reflate the economy. But it is 
not enough,” Xing added.

Going forward, policymakers 
could deliver deeper social security 
reforms, such as easier access to pub­
lic housing and healthcare for 
migrant workers, which will reduce 
people’s precautionary saving habits 
and unleash huge consumption 
potential, Xing said.

“It’s probably the central govern­
ment’s turn to try to fill the gap by 
either channeling dividends from 
State-owned capital to the social 
security system, or gradually shifting 
China’s policy focus from supporting 
infrastructure to spending more on 
social welfare.”

This will give people enough 
incentives to purchase high-tech 
products and services, and firms can 
sell their products at a better price. 
This in turn will be a more sustaina­
ble way of encouraging and promot­
ing innovation in the country, Xing 
added.

As the ever-increasing power of 
artificial intelligence spearheads a 
new wave of technological innova­
tion and industrial revolution, 
Chinese home appliance manufac­
turers are accelerating the use of 
the cutting-edge technology and 
integrating Al startup DeepSeek’s 
large language models into prod­
ucts and services.

Experts say that Al is not only 
playing an increasingly pivotal 
role in boosting productivity and 
reshaping the competition land­
scape in the household appliance 
sector, but is also driving the trans­
formation and upgrading of tradi­
tional manufacturing.

This year’s Government Work 
Report stated that under the Al 
Plus initiative, the nation will 
work to effectively combine digital 
technologies with its manufactur­
ing and market strengths, support 
the extensive application of large- 
scale Al models, and vigorously 
develop new-generation intelli­
gent terminals and smart manu­
facturing equipment.

China is doubling down on tech­
nological innovation, particularly in 
areas like artificial intelligence and 
humanoid robots, to prop up eco­
nomic vibrancy this year, hedge 
against escalating tariff threats from 
Washington, and counter sluggish 
domestic demand, senior econo­
mists said.

On top of the current consump­
tion boosting-initiatives, policymak­
ers could invest even more in 
consumer-centric stimulus meas­
ures and strengthen the social safety 
net, thus fostering a more enabling 
ecosystem where growing demand 
for high-tech products and services 
translates into stronger impetus for 
the country’s innovation capabili­
ties, they added.

‘While the fiscal package — includ­
ing die pro-consumption measures 
announced in the Government Work 
Report earlier this month — came as 
expected, what surprised us are the 
tech-focused initiatives,” said Robin 
Xing, chief China economist at Mor­
gan Stanley, in an exclusive interview 
with China Daily.

The world’s second-largest econo­

Shandong province has recorded 
the startof more than 1,000 construc­
tion projects and investments with a 
combined investment tag of 1 trillion 
yuan ($138.2 billion), signaling the 
benefits of efforts aimed at support­
ing innovative development by vari­
ous enterprises and job creation.

Among these initiatives, which 
kicked off in late February, there are 
635 private investment projects, 
with a total project value of 554 bil­
lion yuan.

“These projects boast a robust 
industrial structure, primarily 
focusing on emerging sectors like 
robotics, next-generation informa­
tion technology, high-end equip­
ment, new energy storage, new 
materials, and computers, which 
will play a crucial role in accelerat­
ing the development of new quality 
productive forces in Shandong,” 
said Sun Laibin, deputy director of 
the Shandong Development and 
Reform Commission.

Projects underway include an 
investment by Weifang Hengcai Dig­
ital Photo Materials Co Ltd for the 
production of industrial flaw detec­
tion film and tri-acetyl cellulose 
(TAC) optical film, renowned for its 
ability to enhance visual quality and 
provide protection across various 
industries.

“This project plans to invest 1 bil­
lion yuan in the new TAC optical film 
project, creating job opportunities 
for over 1,000 people,” said GongXin- 
jian, chairman of Weifang Hengcai. 

“In recent years, the company has 
enjoyed preferential policies provid­
ed by local governments, such as tax 
exemptions, financial support and 
land use,” said Gong, adding that 
government assistance in key areas 
such as recruitment lias helped the 
company overcome its talent sour­
cing challenges.

Robust policy backing and strate­
gic support have played a crucial role 
in helping enterprises like Weifang 
Hengcai pursue growth opportuni­
ties and drive innovative develop­
ment

The company lias developed a new 
type of digital medical imaging film 
— medical thermal imaging film — 
which is not only environmentally 
friendly and recyclable, but inte­
grates film and self-printing capabili­
ties. This innovation allows patients 
immediate access to diagnostic 
results, sating both time and costs, 
according to Gong.

“The medical thermal imaging 
film has been widely recognized in 
the market, with 70 percent of our 
products exported to countries and 
regions such as the United States and 
Southeast Asia,” said Gong, adding 
that current orders are stable, and 
the income is steadily increasing.

Major e-commerce
fair opens in Fujian 
The 5th China Cross-Border 
E-Commerce Hade Fair opened 
in Fuzhou, Southeast China’s Fuji­
an province on Tuesday, attract­
ing over 1,800 supply chain and 
service enterprises from around 
the globe. This year’s event coin­
cides with the 2025 China Cross- 
Border E-Commerce Conference, 
which focuses on the upgrade of 
the cross-border e-commerce 
industry and seeks pathways for 
Chinese companies to expand 
internationally.

Meitu sees surging 
revenue, profit
Chinese selfie-enhancing technol­
ogy giant Meitu reported a 23.9 
percent year-on-year surge in reve­
nue for 2024, reaching 3.34 billion 
yuan ($466 million). The company 
has achieved rapid net profit 
growth each year- since 2019. It 
recorded an adjusted net profit 
attributable to shareholders of the 
parent company' of586 million 
yuan, up 59.2 percent year-on-year, 
according to the company.

Sichuan Changhong Electronics 
Holding Group Co Ltd has adopt­
ed DeepSeek’s Al models and 
applied the Al technology into are­
as such as manufacturing, opera­
tions and products.

“We are pushing forward the 
integration of Al with data and 
speeding up the industrial use of 
Al,” said Liu Jiang, chairman of 
Changhong, adding that the com­
pany is leveraging Al to inspect 
the quality of machines and com­
ponents to facilitate the automa­
tion and intelligent upgrading of 
equipment and improve the effi­
ciency of production lines.

Changhong has also unveiled 
plans to establish 66 Al-powered 
intelligent factories worldwide, 
and has rolled out Al televisions 
equipped with LLMs that support 
multimodal interaction functions 
including voice, gesture and 
expressions.

Gree Electric Appliances, a 
major Chinese home appliance 
manufacturer in Zhuhai, Guang­
dong province, has embedded its 
own proprietary model frame­
works into DeepSeek R1 and 
plans to build an industry-specific 
Al model based on DeepSeek.

Dong Mingzhu, chairwoman of 
Gree, said the company will bol­
ster the deeper integration of

The expansion of the scope of 
large-scale equipment upgrades 
and consumer goods trade-in pro­
grams this year is expected to boost 
demand for machine tools, thanks 
to the rapid and effective imple­
mentation of the policies, the Chi­
na Machine Tool and Tool Builders’ 
Association said.

The rapid growth of sectors such 
as new energy vehicles, aerospace, 
shipbuilding, electrical appliances 
and artificial intelligence in China 
lias also created new demand for 
the machine tool industry, accord­
ing to the association.

“We are cautiously optimistic 
about the market demand for met­
al processing machine tools in Chi­
na this year, and the overall 
operation of the machine tool 
industry is expected to be relatively 
stable,” said Wang Xu, rice-chair- 
man of tiie association.

“In particular, demand for metal 
processing machine tools is fore­
seen to continue its slight growth 
trend, but the differentiation 
between enterprises will become 
more apparent. Abrasive and 
grinding tool industries will still 
experience a period of demand 
contraction and structural adjust­
ment,” Wang said.

With the technological progress 
of China’s machine tool industry 
in recent years, its level of technol­
ogy and quality stability has sig­
nificantly improved. While 
exports have been increasing on a 
yearly basis, the pace of import

A Haier humanoid robot is displayed during the Appliance & 
Electronics World Expo in Shanghai in March 2024. 
CHEN YUYU / FOR CHINA DAILY

By WANG KE JU and 
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Expected rapid growth brought by 
stimulus to spur domestic demand

the increased expenditure by other 
tech firms, combined with the ripple 
effects across upstream and down­
stream enterprises, could lead to an 
additional 500 billion yuan in 
Al-driven spending. This, in turn, is 
expected to contribute about 0.4 per­
centage point to China’s GDP 
growth, Yu said.

That said, for the property and 
consumer sectors — where business 
sentiment still remains modest — a 
stronger consumer-centric stimulus 
and deeper social security reforms 
are also advisable to underpin a 
more broad-based recovery, econo­
mists said.

‘We believe that the higher-tier 
city real estate market will be able to 
stabilize and halt its downward tra­
jectory in tiie latter half of 2025,” said 
Yu. “This would gradually diminish, 
and even reverse, the real estate sec­
tor’s drag on the overall economy. 
Once the real estate market finds its 
footing, the adverse wealth effect 
that has prevailed over the past few 
years can be mitigated, which will be 
instrumental in restoring consumer 
confidence.”

In addition, the augmented fiscal 
deficit has been expanded by around 
2 trillion yuan, about one-fourth of

expanding their export business, 
they are also expanding their 
overseas footprint by establish­
ing service organizations, and 
building assembly and produc­
tion factories.

Suzhou Sanguang Science and 
Technology Co Ltd, a Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province-based company, 
launched its customer experience 
center in Vietnam in July last year, 
underlining its intent to leverage 
the international market.

In October, HSG Laser, a Guang- 
dong-province based company 
that focuses on the research and 
development of metal forming 
equipment, launched its exhibition 
hall in Busan, South Korea.

Meanwhile, in October, HGLAS- 
ER, a Wuhan, Hubei province­
based firm and a major provider of 
laser equipment and intelligent 
manufacturing solutions,
launched its subsidiary in Hunga­
ry, which helped the company to 
expand business in Central and 
Eastern Europe and the entire 
European market, it said.

Late last year, Zhuzhou Cement­
ed Carbide Cutting Tools Co Ltd, a 
company based in Zhuzhou, Hu­
nan province that makes tool hold­
ers, solid carbide drilling tools and 
end mills, set up a joint technical 
service station in Bangkok, Thai­
land.

The association plans to orga­
nize the 19til China International 
Machine Tool Show in Beijing from 
April 21 to 26, tiie largest machine 
tool industry expo globally, where 
future technological development 
trends of the global machine tool 
industry will be showcased.

image and voice recognition and 
other Al technologies with home 
appliance products, and expects 
the application of Al in air condi­
tioners to contribute to energy 
conservation.

According to research firm iRe- 
search, the market size of China’s 
smart home industry is expected 
to rise to 952.3 billion yuan 
($131.65 billion) in 2025, while the 
overall penetration rate of Al tech­
nology in smart home derices is 
expected to exceed 50 percent 
between 2022 and the end of 2025. 

Zhou Yunjie, chairman of home 
appliance giant Haier Group, said 
Al models tailored for the smart 
home domain represent key infra­
structure supporting the transfor­
mation of the traditional home 
appliance sector and could give 
rise to in-home service robots, cre­
ating new growth drivers for the 
global consumer electronics 
industry.

The company has promoted the 
application of Al in a wide range of 
fields like smart firing and indus­
trial internet, while its self-devel­
oped vertical models have access 
to DeepSeek.

Hisense said its Xinghai large 
model has a deep integration with 
DeepSeek, and with enhanced 
deep thinking and reasoning abili­
ties, its smart TVs could better 
understand user demands and 
provide them with a more natural 
interaction experience.

According to market research 
company CCID Consulting, Chi­
na’s Al industry will make big stri­
des in the next 10 to 15 years, with 
its market size expected to reach 
1.73 trillion yuan by 2035, account­
ing for 30.6 percent of the world’s 
total.

“The meteoric rise of Al technol­
ogies will offer better human-ma­
chine interaction capacities, and 
speed up the digital and intelligent 
transformation of China’s home 
appliance industry?’ said Liu Fei, 
research director of the consumer 
electronics department at Beijing­
based market consultancy All 
View Cloud.

Zhu Keli, founding director of 
the China Institute of New Econo­
my, stressed the need for enter­
prises to improve computing 
power by establishing high-per­
formance computing centers and 
elevating algorithm design to 
boost the utilization efficiency of 
computing power.

More efforts should be made to 
step up research and develop­
ment investment in Al, especially 
in core technologies in key fields, 
establish a data security and pri­
vacy protection system, and 
strengthen the training of high- 
caliber Al talent, said Zhong 
Zheng, vice-president of Midea 
Group.

my has vowed to “establish a mecha­
nism to increase funding for indus­
tries of the future” and “support the 
application of large-scale Al models 
and development of next-generation 
intelligent terminals and smart man­
ufacturing terminals” as laid out in 
the report.

China has put in place a multi­
channel funding support plan, 
including a re-lending program, a 
State venture capital guidance fund 
and the upcoming “sci-tech board” in 
its bond market, for frontier sectors 
like Al, quantum computing and self­
driving cars, Xing said.

These initiatives collectively would 
bring the total investment to nearly 
1.5 trillion yuan ($207.3 billion), Xing 
said, adding that, “For the tech sector, 
the ‘animal spirit’ is back.”

In late February, Chinese tech 
heavyweight Alibaba Group 
announced that it would invest more 
than 380 billion yuan in building 
cloud and Al hardware infrastruc­
ture in the next three years.

“The scale of the annual invest­
ment by Alibaba is equivalent to 
nearly 0.1 percent of China’s GDP” 
said Yu Xiangrong, chief economist 
at Citigroup China.

The Alibaba investment plan and

substitution is also accelerating, 
the association said.

In particular, export growth 
has played an important support­
ing role in driving the overall 
growth of tiie sector. Last year, 
the overall export growth rate of 
the machine tool industry 
increased by 2.8 percentage 
points compared to the growth 
rate of the previous year, data 
from the association showed.

Specifically, exports of metal 
cutting, metal forming, wood­
working machine tools, as well as 
cutting tools and measuring 
instruments grew. Exports of met­
al forming machine tools and 
woodworking machine tools 
recorded double-digit growth, the 
association said.

“China has deepened global 
partnerships to mitigate overseas 
business risks and consolidate 
trade ties in the past few years. 
Some of the sectors where Chinese 
companies are making substantive 
steps in going overseas include 
machinery and equipment, parts 
and components, robotics and 
automobiles,” said Edward Tse, 
founder and CEO of Gao Feng 
Advisory Co, a strategy and man­
agement consulting firm with 
roots in China.

As global manufacturing sectors 
move toward high-end, intelligent 
and green development, many 
industry players have actively inte­
grated themselves into the global 
industrial and supply chains 
through various forms.

For many domestic private 
enterprises, while actively
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As we embrace nature's revitalizing energy, let's also absorb 
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An image shows a solar and wind power station in Daqing, Heilongjiang province, in September. The station is part of Daqing Oilfield's
efforts to ramp up green transition and achieve decarbonization goals, yang wei / xinhua

natural gas in its energy consump­
tion mix, China could reduce its reli­
ance on more carbon-intensive 
fuels, thereby lowering overall car­
bon emissions, Dai said.

He also suggested scaling up the 
integration of oil and gas operations 
with new energy resources — such 
as solar and wind power — includ­
ing initiatives supporting the direct 
supply of green electricity and pro­
moting local consumption of renew­
able energy.

Research and development in 
new energy storage technologies 
are also advisable to enhance the

By WANG YING in Shanghai 

wang_ying@chinadaily.com.cn

flexibility of the power system, thus 
facilitating the transition toward 
accommodating a high proportion 
of renewable energy, he added.

The company announced the 
commissioning of its largest-ever 
solar project in Tarim oilfield in the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region 
earlier this month, which will see its 
generated green power transmitted 
via the national grid to load centers 
in die eastern parts of the country, 
further ensuring sufficient green 
power supply.

The project, expected to generate 
2.1 billion kilowatt-hours of clean 
electricity annually, will also ensure 
that CNPC’s 1.2 million metric-ton- 
per-year ethylene project at the local 
petrochemical plant operates 
entirely on green electricity, alleviat­
ing local power shortages during 

Major drillers increasing low-carbon 
utilization of fossil fuels to reduce CO2

Untapped reserves, such as low- 
maturity shale oil and underground 
coal gasification, could unleash vast 
new potential in the coming dec­
ades, he said.

Dai also recommended elevating 
the refining and chemical sectors, 
with policies introduced to encour­
age enterprises to develop sustaina­
ble aviation fuels, biodiesel and bio­
based chemicals.

“The refining and chemical 
industries are undergoing a trans­
formation toward high-end, green 
and low-carbon development, and 
we should continue expanding the 
domestic production of high-end 
synthetic materials and specialty 
chemicals to increase the propor­
tion of low-carbon and zero-car­
bon petrochemical products,” he 
said.

2.73 percent year-on-year during the 
same period, according to analysis 
by the China Index Academy.

In the secondary market, prices 
of pre-owned homes traded in the 
100 major cities averaged 14,071 
yuan per sq m, down 0.42 percent 
month-on-month, the seventh 
month in a row of narrowing 
declines, it added.

As leasing supply and demand are 
still under progressive recovery, the 
CBRE report saw growing positive 
signals in the commercial real estate 
market, among which incremental 
office demand driven by consump­
tion and new quality productive for­
ces takes the lead.

Specifically, office demand in 
major Chinese cities is expected to 
improve slightly in 2025, with net 
absorption likely to increase by 
about 10 percent. Consumption and 
new quality productive forces will 
continue to serve as the two major 
forces in driving demand for office 
expansion, said the report.

Likewise, a report on the office 
market in 40 Chinese cities pub­
lished by JLL on Feb 25 also took 
note of the emerging structural 
opportunities from new quality pro­
ductive forces.

Although the office market in 40 
major Chinese cities experienced a 
retreat in supply growth, rental 
rates bottomed out at an accelerat­
ed pace amid differentiated 
demand throughout 2024, and the 
positive signals in demand should 
be heeded, as these will create a 
growth momentum that may lead 
to a gradual recovery, the report 
said.

In the meantime, despite the

Wu Mouyuan, vice-president of 
the Economics and Technology 
Research Institute under China 
National Petroleum Corp 

peak demand and improving the 
regional energy mix, it said.

Industry experts believe that while 
China is accelerating the construc­
tion of large-scale rand and photo­
voltaic power bases, particularly in 
arid regions, oil and gas are expected 
to maintain their share of the energy 
mix over die medium to long term, 
making it critical to avoid disruptions 
caused by the energy transition.

This, in turn, makes efficient utili­
zation of fossil fuels and die integra­
tion of oil, gas and renewable energy 
resources even more necessary, they 
said.

Wu Mouyuan, vice-president of the 
Economics and Technology Research 
Institute under China National 
Petroleum Corp, said, “Fossil fuels are 
expected to serve as a safety net and a 
source of key materials during

actual scale of incremental demand 
brought about by new office 
demand, new quality productive 
forces have already unleashed 
structural opportunities in vertical 
segments, the JLL report stated.

For example, tiiere was rising 
demand from enterprises engaged 
in technological sectors represent­
ed by gaming and artificial intelli­
gence last year in Beijing. 
Additionally, driven by new indus­
tries including Al and big data, 
nearly 40 percent of the office leas­
ing transactions space was contrib­
uted by enterprises involved in 
internet technology industries in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province 
throughout 2024.

Warehouse demand will remain 
stable as domestic consumption 
recovers while external demand 
slows. US tariffs will only have limit­
ed impact on cross-border e-com- 
merce leasing demand. Tenants’ 
focus on price and quality will con­
tinue to impact rents and uptake in 
first-tier city clusters, said the CBRE 
report.

The Chinese government’s meas­
ures to boost consumption nation­
wide are expected to push up retail 
sales by 5 percent in 2025, and retail­
ers are expected to expand business 
buoyed by recovering market senti­
ment and quality consumption. It is 
projected that vacancy rates will 
decline after supply tops out this 
year.

Commercial property transac­
tions are expected to improve in 
2025 as asset prices are becoming 
more attractive and interest rates 
are further lowered, the report 
added.

China’s national oil companies 
are accelerating their transition 
toward cleaner energy practices, 
focusing on the efficient utilization 
of fossil fuels and the integration of 
oil, gas and renewable energy 
resources, said company executives 
and industry experts.

This strategic shift aligns with Chi­
na’s dual objectives of ensuring ener­
gy security and achieving carbon 
neutrality before 2060, they added. 

During the two sessions — the 
annual gatherings of the National 
People’s Congress and the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference — 
several NPC deputies proposed 
accelerating the low-carbon utiliza­
tion of fossil fuels through coordi­
nated policy support 
technological advancements.

Dai Houliang, an NPC deputy 
who is also chairman of China 
National Petroleum Corp, called for 
policies supporting the large-scale 
development of unconventional 
resources such as shale gas and coal­
bed methane (CBM).

CBM is a new type of unconven­
tional natural resource that is widely 
distributed across coal-rich basins in 
China, such as Ordos, Sichuan and 
Junggar, with estimated reserves 
exceeding 40 trillion cubic meters. 

By increasing the proportion of

A drone image shows the installation 
of a 181.48-metric-ton precast beam 
over an existing local railway in 
Nanjing, Jiangsu province on
Tuesday, completing the main 
structure of the first phase of the 
Jianning West Road’s Jiangbei 
avenue interchange project. China 
Railway Construction Corp’s 24th 
bureau leads the cross-river project 
for facilitating urban traffic and 
boosting integrated development. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

■I.£

r a

. A

By ZHENG XIN

zhengccin@chinadaily.com.cn

Achieving balance 
in our lives

£
Fossil fuels are 
expected to serve as a 
safety net and a 
source of key 
materials during 
China’s energy 
transition, with non­
fossil fuels becoming 
the backbone of 
energy supply.”

China’s energy transition, with non­
fossil fuels becoming the backbone of 
energy supply?’

While China’s leadership in 
renewable energy has set the stage 
for a multifaceted energy structure 
by 2060, oil will remain indispensa­
ble for decades to come, Wu said.

Currently, oil and gas account for 18 
percent and 9 percent, respectively, of 
the energy mix. By mid-century, 
renewablesareexpectedto dominate, 
accounting for nearly 80 percent of 
the energy portfolio, according to fig­
ures released by the institute.

He added that China has been 
tapping into unconventional 
resources to expand its energy sup­
ply, with significant advancements 
in shale gas exploration and CBM 
extraction currently reshaping the 
country’s resource landscape.

Z

Despite headwinds from a com­
plex international environment and 
internal structural transformation, 
China’s new quality productive for­
ces and improved consumption are 
expected to inject vitality into the 
real estate sector, making 2025 a 
year of accumulating strength and 
generating energy, according to 
industry reports.

“Despite many challenges, the 
Chinese real estate market will be 
driven forward by effective domes­
tic demand, consumption upgrades 
and technological progress,” said 
Xie Chen, head of research at CBRE 
China, a commercial real estate ser­
vices and investment firm.

“The incremental demand 
potential contained within new 
quality productive forces and con­
sumption recovery are key to strik­
ing a balance between supply and 
demand,” Xie said, citing a report 
by CBRE on the 2025 China real 
estate market outlook published 
on Feb 25.

According to the report, the resi­
dential market is projected to see an 
evident narrowing in housing sales 
decline, and first-tier cities are 
believed to take the lead in market 
stabilization.

The latest home price index, 
tracked by the China Index Acade­
my, supports this projection.

In February, new homes were 
traded at an average price of 16,711 
yuan ($2,292) per square meter 
across the 100 major Chinese cities, 
up 0.11 percent on a monthly basis. 
The average price of new homes rose

S
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Qj What’s your view on this year’s 
^^two sessions? Do you expect any

“New quality productive forces” 
is widely seen as key to helping
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specific policy measures for further 
deepening reforms and expanding 
high-standard opening-up? What 
more should China do to create a 
more enabling business environment 
for foreign investors?

Editor's Note: This year marks a critical milestone as China concludes its 14th Five-Year Plan. To help in assessing the success of the process, 
we have asked multinational executives to share with our readers their insights about their business achievements 

in the past few years and further expectations in the years to come.

SHEN: Artificial intelligence is reshap­
ing the automotive industry. Marelli sees 
tremendous opportunities in vehicle intel­
ligence, manufacturing efficiency and 
optimizing user experiences. Additionally, 
Marelli is globally promoting the MAYA 
generative Al platform and plans to imple­
ment Deep Learning Al projects, includ­
ing product appearance inspections, 
manufacturing process optimization and 
production automation. These Al technol­
ogies are helping us improve manufactur­
ing efficiency, reduce costs and strengthen 
quality control capabilities. China demon­
strates robust capabilities in Al innova­
tion, supported by government initiatives, 
extensive talent pools and a thriving Al 
industrial ecosystem. Marelli will leverage 
China’s innovation strengths to collabora­
tively develop cutting-edge Al applica­
tions, driving the automotive industry 
toward an intelligent future.

Karen Yin
President, AkzoNobel China

Zhou Tao
China Region President,

dsm-firmenich

Chen Pu
Chief Asia Officer, Syensqo

ZHOU: We are highly encouraged by 
the government’s proactive measures to 
stimulate domestic consumption and 
bolster consumer confidence, which are 
pivotal to sustaining China’s economic 
momentum. The country’s vast consumer 
base, coupled with increasing awareness 
of nutrition, health, beauty and quality of 
life, underscores its unparalleled poten­
tial to drive consumption-led growth. 
This trend aligns with our business focus 
to deliver innovative, science-backed 
solutions through our highly innovative 
portfolio of nutritional, natural and 
renewable ingredients. By leveraging our 
complementary science capabilities and 
technologies, we aim to pioneer high- 
quality products, reinforcing our role as a 
trusted partner in China’s high-quality 
development journey. In 2024, thanks to 
the strategic plan executed, we delivered 
strongly improved financial results in all 
our businesses. Together with the ongo­
ing good momentum in our end markets, 
this leads us to a positive full-year outlook 
for 2025.

YIN: We are confident in the contin­
ued development of the Chinese market, 
which continues to be one of AkzoNobel’s 
most important strategic markets thanks 
to the country’s reform and opening-up 
policies. We have witnessed significant 
opportunities emerging from China’s eco­
nomic development and we are excited 
about the prospects it holds for our busi­
ness. We are working closely with some of 
China’s top companies, which we believe 
will further strengthen our presence in 
the Chinese market and drive our busi­
ness growth. We are optimistic that Chi­
na’s ongoing reforms will continue to 
create a more enabling business environ­
ment for foreign investors. This will not 
only benefit AkzoNobel, but also contri­
bute to the overall development of the 
paints and coatings industry in China.

SHEN: We highly commend the Chi­
nese government’s efforts in optimizing 
the business environment, particularly 
regarding transparency, intellectual 
property protections and fair competi­
tion. These initiatives have significantly 
bolstered confidence among foreign 
enterprises, providing Marelli and simi­
lar companies with a stable and predicta­
ble operating environment in China. 
Throughout our extensive operations in 
China, Marelli has consistently benefited 
from strong support from local govern­
ments, greatly facilitating our business 
growth. Specifically, we hope for stream­
lined regulatory processes, enhanced 
intellectual property protections and the 
introduction of additional incentives to 
encourage innovation in ESG (environ­
mental, social and governance) practices 
and sustainable manufacturing. We wish 
to see enhanced policy support in the 
field of automotive intelligence technolo­
gy, which will drive deep collaboration 
among industrial ecosystems.

CHEN: We launched Syensqo.ai with­
in the first year after the establishment of 
the company following a spin-off. We see 
tremendous opportunities for using Al to 
advance innovation. Al enables engineers 
in the labs and in the plant to look at big­
ger and more complex scientific and 
mathematical problems, and to develop 
solutions which are more universal and 
have a bigger impact. At Syensqo, we have 
a digital plan that relies strongly on the 
adoption of artificial intelligence. It’s 
absolutely clear to us that we need to have 
Al as a partner of our researchers. It will 
not be a replacement, but a partner of our 
researchers to identify innovative ideas. 
We also believe Al will play a significant 
role in mapping value chains and assess­
ing vulnerabilities. We’ve seen more and 
more Chinese colleagues getting used to 
work with the help of Al, which is a new 
productive force.

YIN: We actively support China’s indus­
trial upgrade and high-quality develop­
ment, and collaborate closely with our 
customers, suppliers and key stakeholders 
in driving this high-quality development. 
Our suppliers in China have started work­
ing with us to reduce carbon emissions, 
benefiting the entire supply chain. We are 
one of the first coatings companies to pro­
vide powder coating solutions for the EV 
industry in China. Our decorative paint 
solutions have been leading bio-based 
solutions to create a healthier living space. 
Therefore, AkzoNobel has a lot to offer 
new quality productive forces with our 
leading technology.

ZHOU: Sustainable development is 
integral to new quality productive forces. 
As a leading, innovation-focused con­
sumer company in nutrition, health and 
beauty, sustainability lies at the heart of 
our development and business activities. 
From fragrances and food to micronutri­
ents, we address the latest consumer 
needs and desires in a sustainable way. 
We are determined to keep increasing our 
positive impact and raising our standards 
in helping to tackle climate change and 
protect nature. Aligned with China’s dual 
carbon goals, sustainability remains cen­
tral to our strategy. In 2024, dsm-firme- 
nich China achieved a 65 percent 
renewable electricity utilization rate. Ear­
lier this year, our Chifeng plant secured a 
25-year renewable energy agreement to 
accelerate green transition. As of now, six 
operational sites have signed five-year 
(2024-28) 100 percent renewable electric­
ity purchase agreements.

CHEN: China has a robust supply 
chain and vast market potential. The 
shift toward a consumption-led econo­
my represents new growth opportuni­
ties as the geopolitical shifts are 
accelerating a “local for local” strategy. 
The company’s business will benefit 
from the initiatives to drive consump­
tion-led impetus as we expect to see cus­
tomers welcome more smarter solutions 
and products that are more natural and 
more sustainable.

SHEN: As China accelerates its 
transition toward intelligent, electri­
fied and sustainable mobility, we see 
immense potential to deepen our pres­
ence and expand our investments. 
With China being a key innovation 
hub, we are continuously strengthen­
ing our local R&D capabilities to devel­
op cutting-edge solutions tailored to 
market needs, including smart light­
ing, intelligent thermal management, 
software-defined vehicle architecture 
and advanced interior solutions. To 
support this transformation, we are 
expanding our local manufacturing 
footprint to enhance agility, cost effi­
ciency and sustainability. Marelli has 
established clear sustainability targets 
— achieving operational decarboniza­
tion by 2030 and supply chain 
decarbonization by 2045.

YIN: China’s ability to drive innova­
tion in breakthrough technologies is 
undeniable, and China is already one of 
the top players in Al worldwide. At 
AkzoNobel, innovation is part of our DNA 
in everyday work Our China Startup 
Challenge attracted 210 proposals, lead­
ing to collaborations with four startups 
focused on Al-driven supply chains, 
recyclable packaging and digital transfor­
mation. We are already piloting Al solu­
tions with local partners to enhance our 
supply chain efficiency. China’s dynamic 
innovation ecosystem inspires us to 
explore groundbreaking technologies. Al, 
for example, holds immense potential for 
our business — ranging from optimizing 
smart manufacturing to developing sus­
tainable products faster.

ZHOU: At dsm-firmenich, innovation 
is the cornerstone of our growth. Our 
innovation pipeline is driven by our eight 
cutting-edge science capabilities: chemi­
cal and process sciences; nutritional and 
food sciences; formulation and materials 
science; analytical sciences; artificial 
intelligence and data science; receptor 
biology and sensory sciences; microbi­
ome; and biotechnology. China’s contin­
uous efforts to drive innovation will 
further enhance innovation capabilities 
across industries and the country contin­
ues to be an innovation and production 
hub in our global value chain. Building on 
a legacy of excellence and investment in 
science and research, we will continue to 
introduce exciting new innovations to the 
Chinese market across nutrition, health 
and beauty and work closely with our cus­
tomers in China on what is essential for 
life, desirable for consumers and more 
sustainable for the planet.

YIN: As China advances its high- 
quality development and green mod­
ernization journey, AkzoNobel sees 
significant opportunities to align with 
the country’s sustainability goals and 
growing demand for eco-friendly solu­
tions. We will continue to invest in this 
important market, in which the manu­
facturing upgrade wall always be a 
major part of it. As part of a 14 million 
euros ($15.3 million) investment in 
2024, we upgraded our Suzhou site to 
accelerate growth and double the 
plant’s capacity for marine and protec­
tive coatings by the end of 2025. This 
includes accelerating Suzhou’s transi­
tion to using 100 percent renewable 
electricity by the end of 2025. We will 
continue investing in localized produc­
tion, renewable energy and sustainable 
solutions to drive growth while sup­
porting China’s transition to a low-car­
bon economy.

CHEN: Syensqo’s strategy is centered 
on creating advanced, sustainable solu­
tions that help drive growth. The compa­
ny’s pursuit of sustainable development 
through innovation is highly in line with 
the new quality productive forces. Syen­
sqo is investing 4 percent of its turnover 
in research and innovation. Many of the 
innovations in biotechnology and chem­
istry are offering fundamental solutions 
to develop materials that are lighter in 
weight, lower in carbon emissions and 
thus enable many critical sectors. We 
have set a target of 18 percent of sales 
from products that enable circularity by 
2030 and are already at 16 percent. 
Achieving carbon neutrality and net zero 
requires a fundamental shift in supply 
chain management, focusing on sustain­
ability. Now 100 percent of Syensqo’s sites 
in China use renewable purchased energy 
and share best practices and technologi­
cal advancements with our partners and 
suppliers in China, leading to faster and 
more impactful decarbonization.

YIN: AkzoNobel is confident in the eco­
nomic development of China and sees sig­
nificant opportunities from the country’s 
focus on driving domestic consumption. 
The recent consumption demand for high 
quality, sustainable, user-friendly and 
innovative solutions is highly recognized 
by our consumers and customers. For our 
decorative paint business, rising disposa­
ble incomes and a growing middle-in- 
come group are boosting demand for 
high-quality, trendy and green home prod­
ucts. For our coatings business, the 
increased investment in urban renewal 
and green infrastructure creates strong 
demand for our solutions in many areas, 
like the new energy sector, marine and avi­
ation, wind power, consumer electronics 
and home appliances. China’s domestic 
consumption growth will definitely boost 
AkzoNobel’s business. This momentum, 
combined with our focus on sustainability 
and localization, will enhance profitability 
while supporting China’s transition to a 
consumption-led economy.

SHEN: China’s vast consumer base and 
rapidly growing middle-income group 
have shown strong purchasing interest in 
new energy vehicles, high-end smart car's 
and personalized mobility experiences. 
Furthermore, government policies, such as 
the promotion of intelligent connected 
cars, have further stimulated market 
demand. As Chinese consumer demand 
for high-tech, sustainable and personal­
ized mobility solutions rises, the market 
presents significant growth potential. To 
seize this opportunity, we are strengthen­
ing our local R&D and manufacturing 
capabilities, developing cost-effective and 
innovative solutions to reduce weight, cost 
and environmental impact. Meanwhile, 
China has become a key innovation hub 
for our global business. Marelli Guang­
zhou, in Guangdong province, serving as 
Marelli’s global display R&D and produc­
tion center, leverages the advantages of a 
deeply vertical integrated supply chain 
and a robust overseas OEM (original 
equipment manufacturer) sales channel to 
enhance product competitiveness.

ZHOU: We are delighted to see the Chi­
nese government’s commitment and 
efforts in improving the business environ­
ment, including the continuous introduc­
tion of policies that support multinational 
and foreign investors, as well as the 
strengthening of intellectual property pro­
tections. We have forged a decade-long 
commitment to the Chinese mainland 
market through our innovative, science- 
backed solutions tailored to Chinese con­
sumers’ evolving needs. Our growth in 
China is deeply intertwined with the 
nation’s development priorities. China’s 
2025 economic roadmap, prioritizing 
domestic consumption growth, innova­
tion-driven modernization and institu­
tional openness, presents expansive 
opportunities for dsm-firmenich in the 
nutrition, health and beauty sectors. These 
strategic priorities align with evolving con­
sumer demands and supportive policies, 
positioning us to capitalize on long-term 
growth and innovation in these high- 
potential markets.

ZHOU: China’s pursuit of moderniza­
tion opens significant opportunities for 
dsm-firmenich in the nutrition, health 
and beauty sectors. Over the past year, 
we have intensified our localization 
strategy, strengthened partnerships 
with domestic players and fostered syn­
ergies across multiple sectors. We 
acquired full ownership of Artsci Biolo­
gy Technologies HangZhou Corporation 
last year, bolstering our leadership in 
China’s dairy, beverage, bakery and con­
fectionery markets through its nation­
wide distribution network. In 2025, 
dsm-firmenich will continue to expand 
our investments in China, focusing on 
increasing fragrance and perfume pro­
duction capacity and enhancing opera­
tional facilities to better meet the 
growing demands of Chinese customers 
and the consumer market.

China achieve industrial upgrade and 
“high-quality development". How can 
your company help cultivate such 
forces in China?

DeepSeek has been a buzzword 
and surprised the world starting 

this year. Al technology has been 
deeply integrated with various indus­
tries around the world. What opportu­
nities do you foresee for your 
business from Al technology? What's 
your view on China’s ability to sus­
tain innovation in breakthrough tech­
nologies in the coming years?

Driving domestic consumption 
is one of the top priorities for Chi­

na to spur economic growth this year. 
How do you see China's potential to 
drive a consumption-led impetus for 
the economy? How will that affect 
your company's profitability this year?

CHEN: Syensqo’s history of operating 
in the Chinese mainland dates back more 
than 40 years. The company has benefit­
ed from the opening-up policies and eco­
nomic growth of the country. With China 
remaining a growth engine of the world 
economy in 2025, we expect the two ses­
sions will solidify the commitment to 
high-level opening-up of the country, 
endorse sustainable growth and intellec­
tual property protection in order to cre­
ate a more enabling business 
environment for foreign companies and 
foster deepening reforms of the country. 
We look forward to contributing to the 
development of China through local part­
nerships, collaborative innovations and 
more sustainable development.

As China continues to pursue 
high-quality development 

along a Chinese path to moderniza­
tion, what opportunities do you 
anticipate for your business as this 
process gains more traction? Will 
you increase investment in China in 
the coming years? How will you 
further expand your footprint in 
China?

SHEN: Our efforts are driven by sub­
stantial investments in innovation-fo­
cused automotive technologies, 
particularly in intelligence, software-de­
fined vehicle and sustainable practices. 
Innovation is central to Marelli’s strategy 
and permeates our operations. We collab­
orate with customers and suppliers from 
the earliest design phases, leveraging cut- 
ting-edge digital tools such as digital 
twins and aligned strategic roadmaps, to 
foster joint innovation and deliver tangi­
ble business value. Our emphasis on 
design-led innovation allows us to pro­
vide personalized, and intuitive vehicle 
experiences, powered by advanced, flexi­
ble and cloud-connected technologies. 
With our “China for China; China for 
Global” strategy, Marelli consistently lev­
erages local innovation capabilities to 
generate globally competitive automotive 
solutions, significantly contributing to the 
growth of China’s high qualify productive 
forces. Meanwhile, we have leveraged 
local strengths to extend these innovative 
productive forces to global markets.

1

Shen Kelei
Executive VP, and President for

China unit, Marelli

CHEN: As the Chinese chemicals 
market is projected to continue its rapid 
growth over the next eight-10 years, 
Syensqo sees opportunities in contrib­
uting to the high-quality development 
of China with green initiatives as a 
major driver. We will continue investing 
in clean energy infrastructure, research 
and development, which enables us to 
provide innovative sustainable solu­
tions that help industries lower emis­
sions through electrification, advanced 
connectivity, resource efficiency, 
improving quality of life and sustaina­
ble sourcing. We believe our business 
operations with a more focused strategy 
targeting local regions will bring us 
more opportunities and lead to faster 
and more impactful decarbonization 
along the Chinese path to 
modernization.
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The telephone conversation For­
eign Minister Wang Yi had with 
Emmanuel Bonne, diplomatic adviser 
to the French president, at the latter’s 
request, on Tuesday has proved to be 
a timely move to maintain stable 
Sino-French ties and push for a prop­
er solution to key international issues. 

China and France are both per­
manent members of the United 
Nations Security Council and also 
comprehensive strategic partners, 
which makes it especially important 
to strengthen their strategic dis­
course in 2025, the 80th anniversa­
ry of victory in the War of 
Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression (1931-45) and World War 
II. China upholds multilateralism, 
safeguards the authority of the Unit­
ed Nations and international law, 
and promotes global governance, 
while France supports multilateral­
ism, respects international law and

The central authorities recently 
introduced a new action plan to give 
consumption a boost. 

The plan seeks to promote sus­
tained income growth. The cost of 
raising children, education, health­
care and elderly care remain people’s 
major concerns that must be 
addressed. In response, according to 
the plan, the country will establish 
childcare subsidy systems, enhance 
educational support, raise basic pen­
sions and medical insurance subsi­
dies for urban and rural residents, 
improve basic living assistance sys­
tems and strengthen industrial and 
employment development support. 

There is great potential for 
demand in the service sector. Also, 
the market for big-ticket items such

he large-scale predawn air strikes Israel launched across the Gaza Strip on Tuesday that 
killed over 400 Palestinians shattered the ceasefire that has been in place since January.

Tel Aviv justified the strikes by demanding that Hamas must release more hostages, 
and its requirement that Hamas should relinquish control of the Palestinian territory is

simply absurd.
What Israel demanded are also the requirements of the United States, which its leader made public 

earlier this month in the form of an ultimatum, which Hamas rejected saying it will only free hosta­
ges in return for a lasting truce, and abandoning Gaza has never been a consideration.

After the first phase of the ceasefire expired on March 1, Israel announced on March 2 that it would 
stop providing humanitarian aid to Gaza and cut off Gaza’s electricity supply on March 9, in a bid to 
try and provoke Hamas and blame it for ending the fragile truce.

Exhausting all means to pick fault with Hamas, Tel Aviv is doing nothing but trying to hinder the 
resumption of the second phase of truce talks. As agreed in the US-backed three-phase peace plan, it 
is Israel that should withdraw from Gaza in the second phase, not Hamas.

So by breaking the ceasefire, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is trying to avoid the 
trade-offs Israel has agreed to for the second phase and the thorny question of who will govern Gaza. 

No wonder the White House criticized Hamas for the renewed fighting in Gaza. US National Secu­
rity Council spokesman Brian Hughes blamed the worsening situation on Hamas, saying the mili­
tant group “could have released hostages to extend the ceasefire but instead chose refusal and war” 
But he stopped short of mentioning the fact that the ceasefire deal that the US helped broker did not 
require Hamas to release more hostages to extend the halt in fighting beyond its first phase. 

Emboldened by the US, Netanyahu said the attack on Tuesday was “only the beginning” and that 
Israel would press ahead until it achieves all of its war aims, which include not only purportedly free­
ing all the hostages held by Hamas but also the elimination of the militant group.

Israel has in effect tom up the US-brokered three-phase peace agreement.
As before, each time Tel Aviv has taken the initiative to escalate the tensions, it is the Israeli leader’s 

personal need to weather a domestic storm that has precipitated it. So it is this time, as Netanyahu 
feces mounting domestic pressure, with mass protests planned over his handling of the hostage cri­
sis and his decision to fire the head of Israel’s internal security agency.

His latest testimony in a long-running corruption trial was canceled after the Tuesday strikes, 
which may give Netanyahu a political boost, as a far-right party led by Itamar Ben-Gvir that had bolt­
ed the government over the ceasefire announced on Tuesday it was rejoining. So resuming the war 
has effectively helped Netanyahu shore up his coalition, which depends on fer-right lawmakers who 
ultimately want to depopulate Gaza and build Jewish settlements there.

As Chinese ambassador to the United Nations Fu Cong stressed at a United Nations Security Council 
emergency meeting on Gaza on Tuesday, military means are not the way to end the conflict Abuse of 
force is not the right way to rescue hostages. It may only put them in more danger. The wide protests in 
Israel should serve to remind Tel Aviv that the return of the hostages should be the focus of its attention. 

China urges Israel to abandon its obsession with the use of force, immediately stop military opera­
tions in Gaza, and stop the collective punishment of Gaza civilians.

Now that a ceasefire agreement has been reached, as Fu said, it should be fully implemented with 
goodwill and sincerity. China calls on the parties concerned to fully and consistently implement the 
ceasefire agreement. The guarantors of the ceasefire agreement should play their due role in promot­
ing the consistent implementation of the three-phase agreement, to ensure the ceasefire holds in Gaza.

as cars, housing and home applian­
ces remains sizable. However, with 
advancements in new energy and 
artificial intelligence technologies, 
products such as cars and home 
appliances have seen significant 
improvements in green and smart 
features. Therefore, the action plan 
focuses on consumption upgrades. 

The plan also seeks to accelerate 
the development of new technologies 
and products, such as autonomous 
driving, smart wearables, ultra-high- 
definition video, brain-computer 
interfaces, robotics and additive 
manufacturing.

It also urges the removing of unrea­
sonable consumption restrictions and 
various market entry barriers. 

The plan proposes a comprehen-

he recent 90-minute telephone conversation between US President Donald Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, described by Trump as “a great call” has upheld the cau­
tious optimism that has emerged that an ending to the protracted Russia-Ukraine conflict 
may be finally forthcoming.

Despite the outcome of the talks falling short of achieving a broader 30-day ceasefire as hoped for, 
the talks still yielded a limited agreement — a pause in the two sides’ military strikes against each 
other’s energy facilities. This outcome, though modest, is a reminder that there is no quick-fix for the 
conflict, and patience, persistence and a collective commitment to peace are needed to get the two 
sides to lay down their arms.

The roots of the conflict are complicated and deeply entrenched, stemming from historical, geo­
political, and security complexities. As a Chinese proverb aptly states, it takes more than one cold 
day to freeze three feet of ice; similarly, ice that thick will not melt overnight

Moscow’s insistence on a full ceasefire being contingent on the West halting all military and intelli­
gence support to Ukraine underscores the mutual distrust that has fueled the conflict.

Ukraine and its Western allies have rejected this demand, further complicating the path to peace. 
This impasse highlights a fundamental truth: No country should build its security on the insecurity 
of another.

Yet that does not mean the gains, though limited, that have been made in the phone call between 
the US and Russian leaders in an effort to resolve the conflict are meaningless. Since different stake­
holders to the crisis have different interests and appeals, it is natural that some see the efforts to 
resolve the crisis so far as a glass half empty, some see it a glass half full.

So it is high time the parties put aside their self interests, and demonstrate more strategic vision, 
flexibility and wisdom to focus on a common interest they unquestionably share with each other on 
the conflict and put in efforts to help end it as soon as possible. As long as they bear that in mind, they 
have every reason to work together to create the necessary conditions for that to happen through 
consultations, rather than an imagined victory on the battlefield.

China has consistently advocated for a political settlement to the Ukraine crisis through dialogue 
and negotiation. And since the conflict began, its stance has always been objective and impartial, and 
it has sought to play a constructive role in creating the conditions for consensus-building through 
dialogue and mediation.

It is deeply regrettable therefore that some Western countries are trying to scapegoat China for the 
ongoing conflict, falsely accusing the country of enabling Russia’s military operations in Ukraine. 
The recent statement by G7 top diplomats, which baselessly claimed that China has supported “Rus­
sia’s war machine” with “the transfer of dual-use materials” is a blatant attempt to shift responsibility 
for the conflict onto China.

Such accusations, rooted in a Cold War mentality, are not only counterproductive but also provoca­
tive. They divert attention from the urgent need for dialogue and coordination, and risk undermin­
ing the international community’s collective efforts to achieve peace.

China firmly rej ects these unfounded allegations. It remains committed to playing its due part in 
facilitating a peaceful resolution to the crisis. The international community should recognize that 
finger-pointing and smear campaigns will only hinder progress. Instead, all parties should focus on 
building trust, fostering dialogue, and creating an environment conducive to negotiations.

The common understanding reached in the Trump-Putin talks, though far from a breakthrough, 
still represents a step in the right direction. That both Ukraine and Russia have now indicated a 
willingness to end the conflict provides a glimmer of hope and momentum for continued peace 
efforts.

As Foreign Minister Wang Yi rightly noted, no one will emerge as a winner from this conflict, but 
all will gain from peace. It is imperative that all countries, especially major powers, set aside their dif­
ferences and work together to bring the parties to the negotiation table.

The path to peace may be long and difficult, but with perseverance, dialogue, and a shared commit­
ment to reaching the negotiation table, a resolution is within reach. As Wang recently emphasized, 
“The negotiation table is where the conflict ends and peace starts.”

Foreign Minister Wang Yi will 
attend the 11 th China-Japan-ROK 
Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
in Tokyo on Saturday. Wang and Jap­
anese Foreign Minister Takeshi 
Iwaya wall also cochair die Sixdi Chi­
na-Japan High-Level Economic Dia­
logue during his stay in Japan, 
according to a release of the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry.

It has been one and a half years 
since the previous trilateral minis­
ters’ meeting was held in Busan, the 
Republic of Korea, in November, 
2023, and about six years since the 
high-level economic dialogue 
between China and Japan was last 
held in April 2019 in Beijing. 

Both die ROK and Japan have seen 
tremendous changes in tiieir domestic 
politics over the past two years, not to 
mention the past six, while the world 
has also experienced dramatic 
changes and rising uncertainties. 

Over the past four years, the 
former US administration tried to 
drive a wedge between the two US 
allies and China as part of its region­
al strategy to contain China. Yet the 
return of the “America First” Donald 
"frump administration has prompted 
a rapid thawing of the relations

terpart, Wang stressed that China is 
ready to work with the ROK to pro­
mote steady development of the Clii- 
na-ROK strategic partnership, and 
strengthen coordination with the 
ROK to jointly keep the global indus­
try and supply chains stable and 
unimpeded. That was warmly echoed 
by Cho, who said that Seoul cherishes 
tiie current sound momentum of 
bilateral relationsand remains 
unchanged in its position of promot­
ing tiie sustainable development of 
tiie ROK-China strategic partnership. 

So tiie intensive trilateral and bilat­
eral exchanges among the three 
neighbors in the Japanese capital this 
weekend are expected to carry on the 
positive momentum, providing the 
three countries with an opportunity 
to speak in one voice on their shared 
commitment to win-win cooperation. 

The sound development of China- 
Japan-ROK relations not only serves 
tiie common interests of the region, it 
can also help promote solidarity, 
cooperation and communication in 
tiie world to help counter tiie confron­
tation and estrangement that tiie US 
administration is trying to promul­
gate with the view to divide and rule. 

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

between China and its two neigh­
bors, a process that commenced at 
the conclusion of the 2024 US presi­
dential election.

The two countries have strong 
motives to repair ties with China, 
their major trading partner and mar­
ket, as the high cost they paid for 
joining the former US administra­
tion’s China-containment strategy 
proved to be unsustainable. 

It is against this backdrop that the 
two meetings are to be convened, after 
a series of contacts and exchanges 
among tiie three neighbors on multiple 
bilateral and multilateral occasions 
over tiie past months, showing their 
joint hope that their relations can be 
put back on the right track for healthy 
development at an early date. 

In the second meeting of a high-lev­
el consultation mechanism on people- 
to-people and cultural exchanges 
between China and Japan in Beijing 
on Dec 25, cohosted by Wang and 
Iwaya, the two sides reached 10 impor­
tant agreements to promote people-to- 
people exchanges and cultural, 
tourism and education cooperation. 

In his phone call with ROK Foreign 
Minister Cho Tae-yul, one day prior to 
the meeting with his Japanese coun-
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values cooperation and solidarity. 
Such common ground lays the 

foundation for the two countries to 
work together to resolve issues. Chi­
na and Europe must resolve their 
economic and trade frictions through 
consultations. It is hoped France will 
work with China to send a positive 
signal of unity and cooperation. It is 
good to see that France opposes trade 
and tariff frictions, and is willing to 
work with China to resolve tiie issues 
through consultations. And France is 
committed to promoting the bal­
anced and sustainable development 
of France-China and EU-China eco­
nomic and trade relations, and 
upholding the international econom­
ic and trade system based on WTO 
mles.

In this way China and France are 
sending a positive message to the 
world that they are pushing for a 
proper solution to trade frictions

through talks and consultations. 
From the beginning of the Ukraine 

crisis, China has advocated for 
resolving it through dialogue and 
negotiations. It has also emphasized 
that the process to achieve peace 
should respect tiie will of the parties 
involved, should not be imposed by 
third parties, and must not serve the 
interests of any single country. 

It will be meaningful if France can 
strengthen collaboration with China 
and work together with China to help 
prompt a just, lasting and sustaina­
ble peace agreement on tiie crisis. 

Just as Wang said in the telephone 
conversation, China and France can­
not allow' tiie world to revert to the 
law of the jungle. That’s what China 
has been striving for, which should 
be supported by France and all 
nations that love peace and are work­
ing tow'ard a just world order.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

A small but important step on road 
that could lead to the negotiation table

sive set of policies to support con­
sumption. It emphasizes strengthen­
ing the coordination and linkage of 
consumption promotion policies, 
integrating fiscal, financial, industri­
al and investment policies with con­
sumption policies to promote 
concerted efforts and form synergies, 
and building a more favorable policy 
system for consumption promotion. 

It explicitly states that all regions 
and departments should place greater 
emphasis on boosting consumption, 
fulfill their responsibilities according 
to their duties, and strengthen coordi­
nation and linkage. These measures 
wall help accelerate the effective 
implementation of policies aimed at 
revitalizing consumption. 

- 21ST CENTURY BUSINESS HERALD

China Dally
15 Hulxln Dongjle Chaoy ang District, 
Beijing 100029

News: +86 (0) 10 6491-8366
edltor@chinadaUy.com.cn 
Advertisement +86 (0) 10 6491-8631 

ads@chlnadally.com.cn 
Subscription: +86-400-699-0203 
subscrlption.chlnadaily.com.cn 

App: www.chlnadaliy.comcn/moblle/dally html

China Dally Asia Pacific 

China Dally Hong Kong
Unit 1818, Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Wan 

Praya Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong
+852 25185111 
edltor@chlnadailyhk.com

edltor@chlnadailyaslacom

China Dally USA
1500 Broadway, Suite 2800,

New York, NY 10036
+1212537 8888
edltor@chlnadallyusa.com

SQ 'J1



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/21/2025 4:58:56 PM
GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY12 | Thursday, March 20,2025

COMMENT
Tomoo Marukawa Yang Guoliang and Zhao Tengyu

Raise incomes to boost consumption

c
I

It
t

am

•j ■
>7

A

A

i

o

(

SHI YU/CHINA DAILY

Adnan Akfirat

Stronger Sino-Turkish ties to mutual benefit

c

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/21/2025 4:58:56 PM

£»’!!!■!

I
—s Wlil

i

ii

urban areas.
Most of them live in low-cost hous­

ing, such as company dormitories, 
temporary shelters or so-called urban 
villages.

While millions of apartments 
remain unsold or unfinished in cities, 
hundreds of millions of migrant 
workers lack access to decent hous­
ing.

Even with falling apartment pri­
ces, homeownership remains out of 
reach for most migrant workers. If 
their unmet demand for housing 
were addressed, the current stagna­
tion in real estate sales could be 
reversed, revitalizing the real estate 
market for at least another decade. 
Stable housing would also encourage 
migrant workers to purchase more 
durable consumer’ goods. 

To unlock the potential demand for

The author is chairman of the Turk­
ish-Chinese Business Development
and Friendship Association. 
The views don’t necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

n a perilous move to reshape international trade 
dynamics, the US administration has escalated tar­
iffs on Chinese imports from 10 percent to 20 percent 
as of March 4, intensifying economic tensions

between the world’s two largest economies. This policy 
shift lias prompted China to implement calculated retalia­
tory measures, including 10-15 percent tariffs on more 
than $20 billion worth of US agricultural goods. 

The US’ tariff policy is essentially a part of Trump’s 
“America First” strategy, which, among other things, is 
aimed at containing China’s technological advancement. 
The core goal of the US administration is to undermine 
China’s competitiveness in key sectors and maintain the 
US’ hegemony in high-tech, by raising trade barriers and 
restricting the flow of technology.

For instance, in the semiconductor sector, the US 
Department of Commerce added 140 Chinese entities to 
its export control list, restricting key chip components like 
high-bandwidth memory from being exported to China, in 
order to contain the advancement of China’s semiconduc­
tor industry. In the renewable energy sector, the Office of 
the US Trade Representative raised the tariffs on Chinese- 
made electric vehicles (EVs) from 25 percent to 100 per­
cent, in a bid to reduce China’s market share in the US and 
create space for domestic EV industries, reflecting the US’ 
fear of China’s leading position in renewable energy tech­
nologies.

But China lias not backed down in the face of the US’ 
tariff wars and technological containment strategy. 
Instead, it has strengthened its industry chain by achiev­
ing “enterprise-driven innovation breakthroughs” and 
“increased investment in basic research”, carving out a 
unique path for growth.

Chinese enterprises have taken the lead in technological 
innovation, acting as a “powerful engine” driving industri­
al upgrading. For example, in the semiconductor sector, 
the Al chips developed by Cambrian, given their outstand­
ing performance, are widely used in autonomous driving, 
smart homes, healthcare, natural language processing, 
image recognition and other fields, pushing Al technology 
to the forefront and creating a synergistic effect in those 
sectors.

housing among migrant workers, the 
first step would be to grant them per­
manent resident status in the cities 
where they live and work. Without sta­
ble residency and employment, they 
are unlikely to take on mortgages to 
buy apartments.

Also, the supply of affordable 
housing for migrant workers should 
be increased, with local govern­
ments playing a leading role in pro­
viding low-cost housing for them. 
Fully integrating migrant workers 
into the urban social insurance sys­
tem would encourage them to pur­
chase permanent housing and settle 
in cities.

The Chinese government could 
also consider introducing child bene­
fits — payments distributed to par­

remains dependent on Eurasian coun­
tries for energy security and industrial 
intermediate goods.

According to the Turkish Ministry 
of Trade, in 2024, China and Russia 
were the largest and second-largest 
exporters to Turkiye, with Russia and 
China being the biggest and second- 
biggest trade partners respectively for 
Turkiye. The two countries accounted 
for $100 billion of Turkiye’s total trade 
volume of about $606 billion. In feet, 
Turkiye conducts one-sixth of its for­
eign trade with these two countries. 
As for Tiirkiye’s primary export desti­
nations, they include Germany, the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
the United Arab Emirates, Iraq, Italy 
and France. Turkiye’s presence in 
these markets provides a strategic 
advantage for China. 

What further augments Turkiye’s 
economic significance is its geographi­
cal location at the confluence of Asia, 
Europe and Africa, bordered by seas 
on three sides.

By formally joining the Belt and 
Road Initiative in 2014, Turkiye aimed 
to extend its influence to the railway 
link between Asia and Europe. Turkiye 
joined hands with Iraq and Qatar to 
launch the “Development Road” 
project, in order to emphasize its “vital 
role” as an economic bridge between 
West Asia and Europe. 

On the other hand, China’s geo­
graphical distance from Europe and 
West Asia and its reliance on maritime 
routes pose a risk to its foreign trade, 
as do Western restrictions on China’s

The author is a professor at the Insti­
tute of Social Science, the University of 
Tokyo.
The views don’t necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.
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ments in the Belt and Road countries, 
yet Turkiye’s share remains minimal 
despite the country’s official participa­
tion in the Belt and Road Initiative 
since 2014.

However, Chinese direct investment 
in TUrkiye remains relatively small, 
largely due to the perception in the 
Chinese government of Ankara’s 
inconsistency. The trade imbalance 
has led to the imposition of non-tariff 
barriers against Chinese goods, add­
ing further uncertainty to bilateral 
relations.

Hirkiye’s economy is the largest and 
its military the most powerful in the 
Middle East. But despite Turkiye’s eco­
nomic policy and banking system 
being based on Western models, it

ents and guardians of children. Such 
programs have been implemented in 
many countries, including Japan. 
And given China’s declining total fer­
tility rate, which has dropped close 
to around 1.0 in recent years, this is 
the right time to implement such 
policies, for they encourage child­
bearing.

A well-designed child benefit pro­
gram could help address two major 
challenges China feces: the insufficient 
domestic demand and the declining 
fertility rate.

Yang Guoliang is aprofessor at the Institutes of Science 
and Development, University of Chinese Academy of Sci­
ences; and Zhao Tengyu is an analyst at the China Telecom 
Research Institute.
The views don’t necessarily represent those of China Daily.

hina’s GDP grew by 5 percent 
in 2024. On the surface, this 
figure seems appropriate, 
meeting the growth target

set by the Chinese government. But 
most economists agree that the Chi­
nese economy is facing some challen­
ges, including plunging real estate 
sales and a lack of expected growth in 
domestic demand.

It is esti­
mated that
2.2 percent­
age points of
the 5 percent
growth was
contributed
by final consumption, 1.3 percentage 
points by capital formation, and the 
remainder by net exports of goods and 
services. This means that without the 
contribution of net exports, the GDP 
growth rate would have been only 3.5 
percent.

China’s trade surplus in 2024 
reached an unprecedented $992 bil­
lion, triggering protectionist responses 
from the United States and the Euro­
pean Union. Hindered by high tariffs, 
China’s exports are likely to divert to 
other regions, leading to potentially 
more trade frictions with other coun­
tries. To maintain healthy relations 
with its trade partners, it is imperative 
that China further boost domestic 
demand.

This point has been emphasized in 
several policy documents, including 
the communique issued by the Central 
Economic Work Conference in Decem­
ber 2024. Indeed, several policy initia­
tives to boost domestic demand were 
implemented in 2024.

The stimulus packages introduced 
that year were heavily focused on 
boosting investments. Of the 1 trillion 
yuan ($138.26 billion) raised through 
the issuance of super long-term gov­
ernment bonds, 85 percent was allo­
cated to major national projects and 
equipment upgrading.

Additionally, 3.9 trillion yuan 
raised through specialized bonds was 
invested in infrastructure and manu­
facturing.

More direct measures need to be 
taken to boost domestic consumption. 
For instance, 15 percent of the funds 
raised through super long-term bonds 
were used to subsidize the renewal of 
cars and household appliances. How­
ever, this policy primarily benefits 
households that already own such 
items.

To sustain equitable economic 
development, China needs policies 
that increase the income and con­
sumption capacity of its relatively 
low-income population. A key target 
group should be migrant workers 
from rural areas who live and work 
in cities. Although they outnumber 
urban native workers, they are 
largely excluded from the program 
to improve living conditions in

China’s recognition of 
Turkiye’s strategic
importance and bold 
initiatives could 
significantly advance 
mutual interest and 
global well-being.
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high-tech sector. Hence, China could 
leverage Thrkiye as a production and 
distribution hub to overcome these 
challenges.

As a member of the EU Customs 
Union since 1996, even without full 
European Union membership, Turki­
ye offers a key advantage: Chinese 
products manufactured in Thrkiye can 
enter the EU’s markets with zero cus­
toms duty. Products manufactured in 
Turkiye can evade EU and US restric­
tions, enabling their smooth delivery 
to Europe and the Middle East, 
including North Africa, from Turkiye’s 
free zones.

Significantly, there is no market 
conflict or political rivalry between 
China and Turkiye. Both countries are 
striving to help build an egalitarian, 
rules-based multipolar world. And 
deeper economic cooperation based 
on mutual benefit would allow Thrki- 
ye to take a firmer stance against the 
West, which has been putting increas­
ing pressure on China on the econom­
ic and other fronts.

Hirkiye’s role in fostering a multipo­
lar world, exemplified by its potential 
BRICS membership, is critical. China’s 
recognition of Hirkiye’s strategic 
importance and bold initiatives could 
significantly advance mutual interest 
and global well-being.

In the renewable energy sector, CATL’s advanced bat­
tery technologies, used in EVs, energy storage systems, 
electric ships and electric planes, have accelerated the 
application of renewable energy technologies, driving col­
laborative growth in related industries such as battery 
materials research, recycling, and EV manufacturing. 
These breakthroughs in critical technologies have put Chi­
nese companies at the heart of a self-reliant industry 
chain, significantly strengthening China’s industrial com­
petitiveness.

What’s more, China has significantly increased invest­
ment in basic research, ensuring the steady progress of its 
technological innovation program. Last year, China’s 
investment in basic research reached 249.7 billion yuan 
($34.52 billion), an increase of 10.5 percent, accounting for 
6.91 percent of total R&D expenditure. China’s vigorous 
investment in R&D and concerted efforts to commercial­
ize research results propelled the country to 11th place in 
the 2024 Global Innovation Index.

For example, in the field of quantum computing, the 
“Origin Wukong” quantum computer has been operation­
al with 72 domestically-produced superconducting quan­
tum chips and the world’s first quantum computing 
operating system, achieving multiple functional break­
throughs. Chinese scientists have used it to complete the 
largest quantum simulation of fluid dynamics in the 
world, expediting the development of the quantum com­
puting industry.

In the field of brain-machine interfaces, Nankai Univer­
sity held the first trial in the world to remove an implant­
ed brain-machine interlace sensor via the blood vessels, 
confirming the safety and biocompatibility of the wireless 
device. This laid the foundation for clinical applications 
and is expected to drive innovation in the brain disease 
treatment and rehabilitation sector. These basic research 
breakthroughs have enhanced China’s scientific and tech­
nological innovation capability, facilitating the emergence 
of new technologies and industries, and helping China 
secure an advantage in the global technology competition. 

When the US government restricted the export of 
14nm/ 16nm processing equipment to China, Chinese 
enterprises resorted to open-source innovation to find 
new paths. Earlier this year, DeepSeek gained immediate 
global attention, with its R1 version attracting more than 
100 million users within just seven days of its launch. Its 
success is not only a testament to China’s technological 
advancement but also demonstrates the strength of the 
country’s industry chain.

From chip development to algorithm optimization, col­
laboration across China’s Al industry chain has made the 
sector more resilient, enabling DeepSeek to achieve tech­
nological breakthroughs. This achievement not only 
showcases China’s independent innovation strength but 
also highlights the tremendous power of industry chain 
collaboration.

China will continue to leverage its resilient industry 
chain and advance along the path of independent innova­
tion, but remains committed to an open and cooperative 
approach, sharing its innovative achievements with global 
partners and contributing to global technological 
progress.

Tariffs only accelerate 
China’s self-reliance 
in high-tech sector

hina and Turkiye are key geo­
political players and advo­
cates of a multipolar world, 
but the growth in bilateral

trade has been driven by market forces 
rather than government-led initiatives. 

Turkiye primarily imports semi-fin­
ished goods and raw materials from 
China, which it then processes and 
re-exports to other countries, indicat­
ing Turkiye’s limited access to alterna­
tive suppliers. The country’s principal 
exports to China include natural 
stones and minerals. But the relatively 
small scale of Turkish enterprises, 
along with the geographical distance 
between the two countries, hinders 
Turkish enterprises from establishing 
a prominent presence in China’s mar­
ket.

Market dynamics favor larger eco­
nomic players, exacerbating the 
trade imbalance between the two 
countries. In 2023, for example, the 
trade volume between the two coun­
tries reached $43.4 billion, yet the 
disparity remains stark: China 
accounts for 93 percent of the total, 
with Turkiye accounting for a meager 
7 percent. Notably, Turkish products 
have yet to gain significant market 
recognition among China’s affluent 
population.

Addressing this unbalance requires 
a comprehensive approach to manag­
ing economic relations. A closer look 
at Chinese investments in Hirkiye, a 
key factor in correcting the trade gap, 
shows a worrying trend. China has 
substantially increased its invest-

Chinese scientists have used, it to 
complete the largest quantum simula­
tion of fluid, dynamics in the world, 
expediting the development of the 
quantum computing industry.
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ver the past decade, 
India’s economic expan­
sion under Prime Minis­
ter Narendra Modi has

been widely touted as a success sto­
ry. Projections suggest that by 2027, 
India could surpass Germany and 
Japan to become the world’s third- 

largest economy 
by GDP. Numer­
ous analysts have 
been quick to 
position India as 
the next major 
hub for global 
industrial and 

supply chains, often portraying it as 
an alternative to China.

But, a deeper dive into India’s 
economic data reveals a more 
nuanced picture. The country’s 
growth over the past 10 years has 
been disproportionately driven by 
financial services, real estate and 
digital industries — while manu­
facturing, the sector that under­
pins sustainable industrial 
development, has steadily declined 
in its relative importance. The 
much-publicized “Make in India” 
initiative remains largely aspira­
tional rather than a reflection of 
the economic realities on the 
ground.

This divergence between percep­
tion and performance underscores 
the need for a more measured view 
of India’s economic prospects. 
While the country has made strides 
in infrastructure development, 
long-term structural risks remain 
— chief among them, a reliance on 
foreign capital and an escalating 
debt burden. Investors and policy­
makers alike should take a prag­
matic approach: neither 
underestimating nor overestimat­
ing India’s economic potential, but 
rather adjusting investment strate­
gies and trade policies according to 

Editor’s note: As global governance undergoes profound changes, the role of die BRICS Plus mechanism infostering a more equitable and inclusive international order has become increasingly significant. 
To explore its impact, the challenges it faces, and its future prospects, China Watch, a think tank powered by China Daily, is launching the BRICS Views column, bringing together scholars, policymakers and
industry leaders for in-depth discussions on issues of concern to the grouping.

what’s really happening in the 
country.

The real drivers of India’s eco­
nomic expansion have been service- 
related sectors. India’s economic 
growth has been largely fueled by 
services rather than industrial pro­
duction. Between the third quarter 
of 2014 and the fourth quarter of 
2024, the two largest contributors 
to GDP expansion were financial 
services, real estate and profession­
al services, which accounted for
26.13 percent of growth. Trade, 
hotels, transport, communications 
and broadcasting contributed 23.56 
percent. Together, these service- 
driven sectors made up nearly 50 
percent of India’s GDP growth, 
whereas manufacturing contribut­
ed just 14.21 percent.

This reliance on services has led 
to persistent weaknesses—job cre­
ation has lagged, exports remain 
sluggish, and the trade deficit con­
tinues to widen. Without a stronger 
manufacturing base, India risks 
missing the kind of economic take­
off that helped East Asian econo­
mies sustain double-digit GDP 
growth during their peak develop­
ment phases.

Despite the Modi administra­
tion’s high-sounding rhetoric on 
industrial expansion, manufactur­
ing’s role in India’s economy has 
actually diminished. Before Modi 
took office, manufacturing account­
ed for 16.26 percent of GDP. Under 
Modi, that figure dropped to 14.21 
percent. Additionally, manufactur­
ing’s share of GDP has continued to 
decline, to 12.84 percent in 2023, 
the lowest level since 1960. Mean­
while, services have surged to a 
record 49.8 percent of GDP. 

In contrast, other emerging econ­
omies with similar economic out­
look have seen manufacturing gain 
ground. Bangladesh’s manufactur­

dollar. Changes in US interest rates, 
quantitative easing, or other mone­
tary policies can trigger capital 
flows, currency volatility, and eco­
nomic instability in dollar-depend- 
ent economies. By reducing dollar 
dependence, Global South nations 
can insulate themselves from these 
external shocks and maintain 
greater control over their domestic 
economic policies. US sanctions 
have become a powerful tool of eco­
nomic coercion, particularly 
against countries such as Russia, 
Iran and Venezuela. De-dollariza- 
tion efforts provide a mechanism 
for these nations to conduct inter­
national trade and finance outside 
the reach of US sanctions. For 
example, Russia has significantly 
reduced its dollar holdings, with 

expansion, strict labor policies that 
limit flexibility for employers. 
Moreover, a challenging business 
environment also deters foreign 
manufacturers.

These factors have not improved 
as much as expected under the 
Modi administration. As a result, 
foreign direct investment inflows 
into India’s manufacturing sector 
have weakened. Between March 
and November 2024, net FDI 
inflows into manufacturing nose­
dived to just $480 million, down 
from $8.5 billion during the same 
period in 2023.

While total FDI inflows grew by 
179 percent, much of this capital 
has been repatriated by investors 
rather than remaining within India. 
In contrast, Vietnam and Indonesia 
have continued to attract robust 
foreign investment into manufac­
turing, underscoring India’s com­
petitive shortcomings. 

High growth rates mask debt and 
structural risks. India’s rapid 
growth has been driven mostly by 
capital inflows and debt-financed 
infrastructure projects, raising con­
cerns about sustainability.

Government debt levels are high, 
with total fiscal deficits covering 
both central and local governments 
averaging 10 percent of GDP — 
more than twice the emerging-mar­
ket average. On average, interest 
payments alone consume 20 per­
cent of government spending, 
threatening long-term fiscal stabili­
ty. Meanwhile, overreliance on ser­
vice industries such as IT and 
financial services makes India par­
ticularly vulnerable to external 
demand fluctuations and the artifi­
cial intelligence challenge, increas­
ing the risk of economic volatility. 

Modi’s government has priori­
tized infrastructure, investing 43.5 
trillion rupees ($503.8 billion) from

the share of US dollars in its inter­
national reserves falling from about 
43 percent in March 2018 to around 
10 percent by 2023. This strategic 
shift has allowed Russia to main­
tain economic activity despite 
Western sanctions.

Financial sovereignty represents 
a fundamental aspect of national 
independence. Wien countries rely 
heavily on the US dollar, they effec­
tively cede control over key aspects 
of their monetary policy to the US 
Federal Reserve. De-dollarization 
enables nations to reclaim this 
autonomy, making monetary policy 
decisions based on domestic eco­
nomic needs rather than external 
currency fluctuations. For develop­
ing economies, exchange rate vola­
tility can undermine trade 

competitiveness, increase debt ser­
vicing costs, and contribute to infla­
tionary pressures. By conducting 
trade in local currencies or other 
stable currencies, BRICS nations 
can reduce these risks and create 
more predictable economic envi­
ronments for businesses and con­
sumers.

The current global financial 
architecture disproportionately 
benefits developed economies, par­
ticularly the US. By creating alter­
native financial institutions and 
mechanisms, BRICS nations con­
tribute to a more multipolar system 
where multiple currencies and 
financial architectures coexist This 
evolution could lead to greater fair­
ness and representation for devel­
oping economies in global financial 
governance. Diversifying currency 
holdings and trade settlements 
helps nations build more resilient 
economies.

Despite these advances, challen­
ges remain in establishing a fully 
integrated BRICS financial archi­
tecture. The heterogeneity of eco­
nomic structures, political 
priorities, and developmental sta­
ges among member countries com­
plicates coordination. Furthermore, 
the US dollar retains its dominance 
in global finance, and transitioning 
to alternative systems requires sig­
nificant investment and institution­
al development. Some critics argue 
that de-dollarization could lead to 
increased transaction costs and 
complexity in global trade. Others 
express concerns about the poten­
tial for new dominant currencies to 
emerge, simply replacing the dollar 
with another hegemonic currency. 
However, BRICS’ approach empha­
sizes a diversified strategy rather 
than replacing the dollar with a sin­
gle alternative currency.

By creating alternative financial 
institutions and instruments,

should move beyond the hype in 
evaluating India’s economic trajec­
tory. A more data-driven approach 
should be employed to assess 
India’s economic strength — one 
that goes beyond urban legends 
and promotional campaigns. A 
nuanced, data-backed approach 
will be critical in navigating India’s 
evolving economic landscape — 
ensuring that investment decisions 
reflect reality rather than rhetoric.

*

The author is an associate research­
er at the Department of Interna­
tional Cooperation under the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission of China. The author 
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

BRICS nations are laying the 
groundwork for a more balanced 
global financial system. This shift 
could potentially reduce die effec­
tiveness of the US’ politically moti­
vated unilateral sanctions, enhance 
financial sovereignty for developing 
economies, and promote greater 
stability in international monetary' 
relations. As BRICS continues to 
expand its membership, the move­
ment toward de-dollarization may 
gain additional momentum. The 
creation of a BRICS currency or 
expanded use of local currencies in 
trade could further challenge the 
established financial order. Addi­
tionally, technological innovations 
such as digital currencies and 
blockchain technology offer new 
avenues for global transactions 
without dollar intermediation. 

De-dollarization represents not a 
threat to the global economic sys­
tem but an opportunity to create a 
more resilient and equitable archi­
tecture that respects the sovereign 
economic interests of all nations. 
For the Global South, this move­
ment is fundamentally about pro­
tecting domestic economies from 
external shocks, asserting financial 
autonomy, and participating in a 
more multipolar world order. The 
evolution toward a more diversified 
global financial system will likely be 
gradual but could ultimately lead to 
greater stability and fairness in 
international economic relations.

seen significant shifts away from 
the dollar. For instance, the share of 
the US dollar in Russia-China bilat­
eral trade settlement plummeted 
from nearly' 90 percent in 2015 to 
46 percent in the first half of 2020, 
while the use of local currencies in 
India-Russia bilateral trade surged 
from 6 percent to 30 percent 
between 2014 and 2019. Similarly, 
the renminbi’s usage in South Afri­
can trade grew by 65 percent in 
2016 alone. These changes reflect a 
deliberate strategy to reduce expo­
sure to dollar fluctuations and 
enhance trade stability. 

BRICS nations have also devel­
oped alternative payment systems 
to bypass traditional US-dominated 
infrastructure. China’s Cross-Bor­
der Interbank Payment System and 
Russia’s System for Transfer of 
Financial Messages offer alterna­
tives to SWIFT, while India’s Rupee­
based trade settlement mechanism 
challenges the US dollar’s domi­
nance in regional trade. These sys­
tems enhance financial sovereignty 
by providing secure, independent 
channels for international transac­
tions.

The five initial members collec­
tively held over $4.5 trillion in for­
eign exchange reserves in 2024. By 
diversifying these reserves into 
alternative currencies and assets — 
such as the euro, yen and gold — 
these BRICS countries aim to 
enhance financial stability. Gold 
reserves have seen particularly dra­
matic increases: Russia’s gold 
reserves grew from 1,250 metric 
tons in July 2015 to over 2,350 tons 
by December 2023, while China’s 
reported reserves increased from
1,658 tons in June 2015 to approxi­
mately' 2,235 tons by December 
2023.

Developing economies face sig­
nificant risks when their financial 
systems are closely tied to the US
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Popular narrative of India replacing China as a manufacturing hub falls short of 
the reality that the ‘Make in India’ initiative remains largely aspirational
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he “BRICS Plus” grouping 
— Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, South Africa, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia,

Iran, the United Arab Emirates and 
Indonesia — has emerged as a piv­
otal actor in the global movement 
toward de-dollarization. This stra­

tegic shift seeks 
to reduce 
dependence on 
the US dollar in 
international 
trade, invest­
ments and mone­
tary reserves. Far 

from being an antagonistic move 
against the United States, it repre­
sents a pragmatic effort by the 
BRICS nations to assert financial 
autonomy and protect their econo­
mies from external shocks. 

The US dollar accounted for 
about 58 percent of global foreign 
currency reserves and 88 percent of 
the daily foreign exchange market 
turnover as of 2023. However, this 
dominance creates vulnerabilities 
for countries whose economies are 
closely tied to its performance. 

The New Development Bank, 
established in 2015 with an initial 
capital of $50 billion, represents a 
concrete institutional response to 
the dollar dominance. By 2023, the 
NDB had approved over $30 billion 
in funding for infrastructure and 
sustainable development projects 
across BRICS nations, with approx­
imately 30 percent of these funds 
disbursed in nondollar currencies. 
Further, the Contingent Reserve 
Arrangement, a $100 billion finan­
cial safety net established in 2014, 
provides liquidity support in non­
dollar currencies during financial 
crises. This mechanism helps 
BRICS nations mitigate the risks 
associated with dollar volatility and 
potential capital flight 

Bilateral trade settlements have 

ing share of GDP rose from 16.61 
percent in 2014 to 22.34 percent in 
2023. In Vietnam, it increased from 
20.37 percent to 23.88 percent over 
the same period. These trends sug­
gest that while India has aggres­
sively promoted its brand of 
manufacturing potential abroad, 
the sector remains comparatively 
weak.

Western policymakers and the 
Modi administration alike have 
positioned India as a ready replace­
ment to China in global supply 
chains. However, trade data chal­
lenge this assumption. 

Since the onset of United States- 
China trade tensions in 2017, Chi­
na’s share of US imports has 
declined by 8.49 percentage points. 
But India’s share has only increased 
by 0.52 percentage points — from 
2.08 percent to 2.6 percent. By con­
trast, Vietnam and China’s Taiwan 
region have seen much stronger 
gains, increasing their share by 2.11 
and 1.69 percentage points, respec­
tively.

Although India’s vast domestic 
market has attracted investment, 
high production costs continue to 
constrain its global competitive­
ness. Many foreign companies that 
have entered India are following 
the notion of “in India, for India” 
rather than “in India, for the world” 
— a dynamic that severely curtails 
its potential to compete with China 
in the global market.

Despite extensive promotional 
efforts portraying India as the next 
global manufacturing hub, the 
country remains fundamentally 
service-driven, with manufactur­
ing’s share continuing to decline. 
Several long-standing structural 
issues hinder industrial growth, 
including low labor productivity 
and skills gaps, rigid land acquisi­
tion laws that constrain factory 

The author is a PhD student at 
Peking University, ex-state minister 
of planning and development of 
Ethiopia, and vice-chairman and 
Africa chapter president of the 
World Rural Tourism Council. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.

2014 to 2023. This has helped 
reverse a decade-long decline in 
India’s investment-to-GDP ratio, 
laying the groundwork for a more 
balanced economy that lias been 
constantly dominated by consump­
tion.

And India has certainly made 
strides in transportation, telecom­
munications and energy, improving 
business conditions and lowering 
logistics costs. However, the success 
of this infrastructure drive hinges 
on whether these investments yield 
sufficient economic returns. India’s 
10-year bond yields exceed 6.7 per­
cent. If growth underperforms 
expectations, debt-funded infra­
structure spending could become a 
liability rather than a catalyst for 
industrial expansion. 

Investors and policymakers
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Young innovators display skills at robotics event

UK govt plan to slash spending on welfare slammed
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Young Indonesians take on the Mandarin challenge
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By YANG GAO in Toronto 

gaoyang@chinadailyusa.com

that the government should be col­
lecting more tax from wealthy peo­
ple, not making life difficult for the 
most vulnerable.

Shami Chakrabarti, a Labour 
Party member of the UK’s second 
chamber, the House of Lords, said it 
is “wrong in principle” to cut bene­
fits received by people with disabili­
ties and illnesses.

rin lessons to their students. So, I decid­
ed to fly down to become the school’s 
teacher. It’s very exciting,” said Lu, who 
hails ftom the Chinese city of Xi’an.

Lu, who still works at die school, 
found that more Indonesian children 
have been passionate about learning 
the language in the past eight years. 

“Some students used to be afraid 
of learning it. Mandarin has four 
tones, and its characters, for them, 
are hard to write. Now, I see more 
students enjoying learning it. Per­
haps, the internet has also helped 
them to learn Mandarin in many 
ways,” she said.

By EARLE GALE in London 

earle@mail.chinadailyuk.com

Labour Party lawmaker Rachael 
Maskell added: “We need to ensure 
that people are getting the support 
that they need in order to be safe 
and independent”

Fellow Labour Party lawmaker 
Diane Abbott said the welfare sys­
tem should be left alone and fund­
ed through a 2-percent wealth tax 
on people with assets of more than 
10 million pounds.

And the charity Citizens Advice 
also criticized the plan, saying the 
government seemed to be “pulling 
the quick and easy lever” to take 
“money out of the system”.

The Mirror newspaper quoted 
Daniel Kebede, general secretary of 
the National Education Union, as 
saying: “It is hard to conceive of a 
Labour government treating the 
most vulnerable members of socie­
ty any worse ... cruelty is becoming 
a hallmark of this government. It is 
simply indefensible.”

Despite the opposition, the pro­
posed changes are sure to become 
law because the government has a 
massive parliamentary majority.

massively in defense,” said EU 
Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen.

NATO chief Mark Rutte wrote 
on X that “this sends a powerful 
message of leadership and commit­
ment to our shared security”.

And French President Emmanu­
el Macron on a visit to Berlin con­
gratulated Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
“on the historic vote of the Bund­
estag which is good news for Ger­
many and good news for Europe”. 

The reforms mark a major roll­
back of the so-called debt brake 
imposed after the 2008 global 
financial crisis but have been 
criticized by many as outdated 
and putting Germany into a fiscal 
straitjacket.

descent, learning Mandarin was 
interesting, fun and easy. Learning 
the language was helpful as they 
enjoy visiting China for family vaca­
tions. Mandarin, they said, helps 
diem to communicate and interact 
with the locals confidently.

Their school principal, Januati 
Halim, said her school offers Manda­
rin as a subject since it is one of the 
most spoken languages in the world. 

Moreover, China’s investment and 
trading in Indonesia continue to 
increase, highlighting the importance 
of Mandarin, which will contribute to 
the students’ future, particularly 

Shift in policy
But critics, including within his 

own party, accuse Merz of “vot­
er fraud” for promising spend­
ing restraint during the election 
campaign only to announce the 
shift in fiscal policy just days after 
winning.

“The politician’s greatest asset is 
credibility,” said Tino Chrupalla, 
co-leader of the far-right Alterna­
tive for Germany, or AfD, during 
the debate.

“With these embarrassing 
actions, Mr Merz, you have already 
completely squandered yours. The 
voters feel betrayed by you, and 
rightly so.”

Before die vote, Bernd Baumann 
of the AfD accused Merz of ignor­
ing the will of voters by seeking to 
push the vote through the outgoing 
parliament.

Lars Klingbeil of the SPD said 
that the new spending aimed to 
“maintain peace in Europe” but 
also “invest in advancing the 
economy and strengthening social 
cohesion” and therefore help coun­
ter “division and polarization”.

Economists caution that further 
reforms are needed, for example, to 
cut bureaucracy, to ensure sustain­
able growth.

Fitch Ratings agency also 
warned on Tuesday diat Germany’s 
coveted AAA rating could come 
under pressure in the longer run if 
its vast spending effort is not offset 
by consolidation measures, or fails 
to produce a lasting improvement 
in economic growth.

> J \

Her students, including Annemarie 
Dealova, Siyu Huo and Liu Junji are 
able to speak Mandarin fluently. All of 
them began learning it at an early age. 

Dealova, now 11, has been learn­
ing Mandarin since the age of 3. 
Learning Mandarin tones and pro­
nunciations used to be challenging 
for her, but persistent practice lias 
improved her skills.

“Learning Chinese characters was 
difficult at first. I had to memorize 
the characters and keep practicing a 
lot. Now Fm better at them,” she said. 

For 12-year-old Siyu and 10-year- 
old Liu, who are both of Chinese 

Rescue 
efforts

Top competitors
“Chinese teams are strong in pro­

gramming, engineering and hands- 
on robotics. They have always been 
among the top competitors, and we 
hope to see even more participation 
in the future.”

FIRA Canada is rapidly cement­
ing its place as a global robotics 
hub, attracting international teams 
and fostering local talent. Sun talk­
ed of the competition’s role in 
advancing STEM education. 

“FIRA directly promotes Al and

JAKARTA — Around 20 years ago, 
Lu Fang landed in Indonesia from 
China to begin her career as a Man­
darin teacher. Now, she is thrilled as 
more Indonesians love to learn the 
Chinese language and its culture.

Lu’s journey to the Southeast 
Asian country began after a friend of 
hers in China told her about a pri­
vate school in the Kelapa Gading 
area in North Jakarta, which was 
looking for a native Chinese teacher 
to give Mandarin lessons to pre­
school and elementary students.

“Since 2003, many private schools in 
Indonesia have started giving Manda­

lawmakers as she announced the 
planned changes.

The government hopes the 
changes unveiled this week will 
save the country 5 billion pounds 
($6.5 billion) a year by 2029-30.

The arm’s-length Office for Budget 
Responsibility has said the UK spent
64.7 billion pounds on benefits in 
2023-24, a total that would rise to
100.7 billion pounds a year in 2029- 
30 if eligibility rules are not changed. 
Arm’s-length bodies are public agen­
cies that deliver policies and services 
for the government, often with some 
degree of independence.

Chinese teams have been part of 
FIRA since 1996, and their partici­
pation continues to grow each year. 

“FIRA is huge in China,” Sun said. 
“Last year I visited China and built 
strong connections with FIRA’s 
Chinese organizers. We have Chi­
nese teams participating actively in 
both China and Canada.”

This year five Chinese teams 
competed in Canada, with partici­
pants ranging in age from 5 to 18. 

“Most of the Chinese competitors 
w'ere in the 10 and 14 age groups; 
they arrived in Toronto from cities 
like Vancouver and Montreal, as 
well as from China.

V

rule changes posed the greatest 
challenge.

“We spent three months building 
our robot, but then the competition 
regulations changed, and we had to 
redo two months of work.”

His team’s robot was designed to 
transport objects precisely to spe­
cific destinations.

Despite the challenges, Luca said 
he saw the event, from March 15 to 
16, as a defining moment in his 
robotics journey. “This is my last 
robotics competition before I grad­
uate. For many of us, this is our final 
chance to compete together, so we 
were aiming for first place.”

He plans to pursue a degree in 
engineering, and he credits the 
competition with strengthening his 
skills in problem-solving and pro­
gramming.

“China has a long history of 
excellence in FIRA competitions,” 
said Maria Sun, vice-chair of FIRA 
Canada.

China’s influence on robotics 
continues to expand, she said, 
Northeastern University in Shen­
yang, Liaoning province, once the 
FIRA world champion, being a 
great example of this.

silk paintings, porcelain and panda 
dolls, but also demonstrates a num­
ber of Chinese technological 
achievements, represented by satel­
lites and ship models, and miniature 
Jakarta-Bandung high-speed trains. 

For over a decade, China has been 
Indonesia’s largest trading partner 
and a significant source of foreign 
investment. The two countries will 
commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of their diplomatic relations in April. 

Both Halim and Lu expressed 
hope that the cooperation between 
the two countries would increase 
further, saying: “China and Indone­
sia should maintain their continued 
trust and support.”

BERLIN — Germany’s parlia­
ment approved plans for a massive 
spending surge on Tuesday, throw­
ing off decades of fiscal conserva­
tism in hopes of reviving economic 
growth and scaling up military 
spending for a new era of European 
collective defense.

The approval in the Bundestag 
hands conservative leader Fried­
rich Merz a huge boost, giving the 
chancellor-in-waiting a windfall 
of hundreds of billions of euros to 
ramp up investment after two years 
of contraction in Europe’s largest 
economy.

Germany and other European 
nations have been under pressure 
to shore up their defenses in the 
face of shifts in US policy, which 
European leaders fear could leave 
the continent exposed.

Merz’s conservatives and Social 
Democrats, or SPD, who are in 
talks to form a centrist coalition 
after last month’s election, want to 
create a 500 billion euro ($546 bil­
lion) fund for infrastructure and 
to ease constitutionally enshrined 
borrowing rules to allow higher 
spending on defense.

“We have for at least a decade 
felt a false sense of security,” Merz 
told lawmakers ahead of the vote. 

“The decision we are taking 
today on defense readiness ... 
can be nothing less than the first 
major step toward a new Euro­
pean defense community,” he said. 

The legislation still has to go 
on Friday to the Bundesrat upper 
house but the main hurdle to pas­
sage there appeared to fall on 
Monday when the Bavarian Free 
Voters agreed to back the plans.

The conservatives and SPD 
wanted to pass the legislation 
through the outgoing parliament 
for fear it could be blocked by an 
enlarged contingent of far-right 
and far-left lawmakers in the next 
Bundestag starting March 25. 
Merz has justified the tight time­
table with the rapidly changing 
geopolitical situation.

“In our view, this is a historic 
fiscal regime shift, arguably the 
largest since German reunifica­
tion,” said Robin Winkler, Chief 
German Economist at Deutsche 
Bank Research.

“It’s excellent news because it 
sends a very clear message, very 
clear message also to Europe that 
Germany is determined to invest

Young Chinese have joined more 
than 200 teams in a robotics com­
petition in Canada, showcasing 
their country’s growing domi­
nance in robotics and artificial 
intelligence.

Among the standout competitors 
in the Federation of International 
Robot Sports Association event in 
Markham, Ontario, were Sophia 
Wang, 13, and Luca Wang, 16, two 
Chinese participants who demon­
strated their technical expertise in 
different categories.

Sophia’s team competed in DRC 
Explorer and Autonomous Driving, 
bringing two specialized robots.

“One robot transports objects to 
designated locations, while the oth­
er interprets traffic signs and navi­
gates a path accordingly,” Sophia 
said.

The process was not without 
challenges, she said.

“Programming errors were the 
biggest issue. Sometimes it takes 
hours to figure out exactly where 
the problem is.”

For Luca, adapting to last-minute
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robotics education; it trains stu­
dents in programming, mechanics 
and electronics while also strength­
ening teamwork and leadership.” 

The top three teams from die 
event will qualify for the FIRA 
RoboWorld Cup in Daegu, South 
Korea, in August.

Beyond competition, she said, 
the event serves as a platform for 
education and skill-building. 

“FIRA is not just about winning, 
it’s about inspiring the next genera­
tion of engineers. Many partici­
pants start from scratch, 
assembling circuit boards and 
designing their robots entirely by 
hand. Watching their focus and 
dedication is truly inspiring.”

With Al and automation shaping 
the future, Sun said she believes 
events such as FIRA provide a cru­
cial foundation for young engineers. 

“This is the Al era, the robotics 
era. For students, competitions like 
this not only improve their skills 
but also help them gain entry into 
top universities and prepare for 
careers in technology and innova­
tion. This is not just a competition. 
We are pioneers, and we represent 
technological innovation.”

Britain’s Shadow Secretary of 
State for Work and Pensions 
Helen Whately speaks on 
welfare reform in London on 
Tuesday. Reuters

Emergency teams 
rescue a dog from a 
flooded area after 
heavy rains in 
Malaga, Spain, on 
Tuesday. With 
heavy rains hitting 
the country for a 
third week in a row, 
at least two people 
were reported 
missing and 
hundreds 
evacuated in the 
southern region of 
Andalusia, where 
several rivers had 
overflowed, or were 
at risk of doing so. 
GREGORIO MARRERO / AP

Critics response
Pat McFadden, a member of the 

government’s Cabinet, told the BBC 
it could not “sit back and relax and 
pretend it’s a progressive thing to 
watch, 2 million, then 3 million, then 
4 million people go onto these bene­
fits, many of them never working’:

But critics responded by saying 
the government was planning to 
make the country’s poorest people 
pay for its budgetary shortfalls, and
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Politicians, charities, and human 
rights groups in the United King­
dom have slammed plans by the 
government to slash social welfare 
spending.

The cuts, which the government 
calls reforms, were outlined by Sec­
retary of State for Work and Pen­
sions Liz Kendall on Tuesday and 
include measures to get more peo­
ple off benefits and back into work, 
and rale changes that will make it 
harder for people to qualify for sick­
ness benefits in the first place.

Kendall said the country of 67 
million people cannot afford to have 
9.3 million working-age residents 
out of work and claiming benefits.

She said 2.8 million of the 9.3 mil­
lion on benefits are on long-term 
sick leave, a total that is set to grow 
to more than 4 million if tilings stay 
on the current trajectory.

“This Labour government 
believes that an active state can 
transform people’s lives,” she told

when they work at or with Chinese 
businesses or institutions, she said.

“The ability to speak Mandarin 
can help boost career prospects, 
offering benefits in employability, 
business opportunities, as well as 
cultural understanding,” she said.

In September last year, the Chi­
nese embassy in Indonesia, in col­
laboration with Istiqlal Mosque, the 
largest mosque in Southeast Asia, 
inaugurated a Chinese cultural 
space within the mosque complex. 
Named “China Space” it fosters 
bilateral cultural and educational 
exchanges, and cooperation 
between China and Indonesia.

The classroom not only offers 
Mandarin lessons and showcases 
traditional Chinese culture, such as 

i
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that there must be important evi­
dence hidden away in these files”.

But she said government records 
were unlikely to resolve questions 
people still have. “I think there may 
continue to be more record releas­
es,” she said.

energy facilities and accused Kiev of 
attacking equipment near one of its 
pipelines.

“Unfortunately, we see that for 
now there is no reciprocity on the 
part of the Kiev regime,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

The White House described the 
call between Trump and Putin as the 
first step in a “movement to peace” 

But there was no indication that 
Putin backed away from his condi­
tions for a prospective peace deal, 
which are fiercely opposed by Kiev. 

Waltz said on social media that 
he and his Russian counterpart, 
Yuri Ushakov, agreed Wednesday 
that their teams would meet soon in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, “to focus on 
implementing and expanding the 
partial cease-fire President Trump 
secured from Russia”

The Russian Defense Ministry 
said its military had launched seven 
drones at power facilities related to 
the military-industrial complex in 
Ukraine’s southern Mykolaiv region, 
but that it shot them down after 
receiving Putin’s order to not hit 
energy infrastructure.

Moscow accused Ukraine of tar­
geting its energy facility in the Kras­
nodar region bordering the Crimean 
Peninsula, which Russia annexed in 
2014, several hours after the Putin 
and Trump talks.

The ministry said that three 
drones targeted oil-transfer equip­
ment that feeds the Caspian Pipeline 
Consortium, causing a fire and lead­
ing an oil tank to lose pressure.

“It is absolutely clear that we are 
talking about yet another provoca­
tion deliberately concocted by the 
Kiev regime, aimed at derailing the 
peace initiatives of the US president,” 
the ministry said.

Russia said that its air defenses 
intercepted 57 Ukrainian drones 
over the Azov Sea and several Rus­
sian regions.

‘If the Russians don’t hit our facili­
ties, we definitely won’t hit theirs,” 
Zelensky said.

“I don’t think anybody should 
make any concessions in terms 
of helping Ukraine, but rather, 
assistance to Ukraine should be 
increased,” Zelensky said. “This will 
be a signal that Ukraine is ready for 
any surprises from die Russians.”

Trump has often complained 
about the cost of die conflict — the 
US has sent Ukraine more than $180 
billion in military and economic aid 
since the start of die war in Febru­
ary 2022.

Nigel Gould-Davies, senior fel­
low for Russia and Eurasia at 
the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, said that it was 
“completely unsurprising” that 
Putin rejected the cease-fire, add­
ing that it’s “imprudent for him to 
tell President Hump that directly, 
since Trump has made ending the 
war a very, very high priority”.

Zelensky said that one of the 
most difficult issues in future 
negotiations would be the issue 
of territorial concessions.

“For us, die red line is the rec­
ognition of the Ukrainian tem­
porarily occupied territories as 
Russian,” he said. “We will not 
go for it.”

By YANG RAN

yangranl @chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHOU JIN

zhoujin@chinadaily.com.cn

WASHINGTON - US President 
Donald Trump released material 
related to the 1963 assassination of 
former president John F. Kennedy 
on Tuesday, seeking to honor his 
campaign promise to provide more 
transparency about the shock event 
in Texas.

An initial tranche of electronic 
copies of papers flooded into the 
National Archives website in the 
evening with a total of more than 
80,000 expected to be published 
after die Justice Department law­
yers spent hours scouring them.

The release is nonetheless likely 
to intrigue people who have long 
been fascinated with a dramatic 
period in history, with the assassi­
nation and with Kennedy himself. 

Larry J. Sabato, director of the 
University of Virginia Center for 
Politics and author of The Kennedy 
Half Century, said it will take time 
to fully review the records.

“We have a lot of work to do for a 
long time to come, and people just 
have to accept that,” he said.

■

Many of the files reflected the 
work by investigators to learn more 
about assassin Lee Harvey Oswald’s 
time in tiien Soviet Union and track 
his movements in the months lead­
ing up to Kennedy’s assassination in 
Dallas on Nov 22,1963.

An initial review of the papers 
did not show deviations from die 
central narrative.

Some of the documents from 
previous releases have offered 
details on the way intelligence ser­
vices operated at die time, includ­
ing CIA cables and memos 
discussing visits by Oswald to the 
Soviet Union and Cuban embassies 
during a trip to Mexico City just 
weeks before the assassination.

Trump’s secretary of health and 
human services, Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr, the son of Robert Kennedy and 
nephew of John F. Kennedy, has 
said he believes the Central Intelli­
gence Agency was involved in his 
uncle’s death, an allegation the 
agency has described as baseless. 

Fredrik Logevall, a Harvard his-

gence Tulsi Gabbard said in a post 
onX.

Alice L. George, a historian 
whose books, including The Assas­
sination of John F. Kennedy, 
explore the modem US, said US 
people’s curiosity about assassina­
tions and questions about govern­
ment transparency add “to a sense

linked” ships across the Red Sea, 
Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden and Bab 
al-Mandab Strait until the cross­
ings of the Gaza Strip are reopened 
and aid allowed in.

Shu Meng, an assistant profes­
sor at Shanghai International 
Studies University’s Middle East 
Studies Institute, noted that 
Trump’s military action against the 
Houthi forces was a calculated 
move, not a sudden decision. 

“March’s instability in the Red 
Sea gave Hump a suitable excuse 
for military actions, as Houthi 
attacks on US and Israeli merchant 
ships have long disrupted interna­
tional trade in the region,” she said. 

“Beyond protecting merchant 
ships, the US also has several deeper 
strategic goals, including reinforc­
ing support for Israel, coordinating 
with Israel to reshape the Middle 
East and curbing Iran’s influence. 
Also, targeting the Houthis serves as 
a warming to Iran.”

tory professor whose books 
include JFK: Coming of Age in the 
American Century 1917-56, said in 
an email the new documents may 
help fill in the picture.

‘It’s valuable to get all the docu­
mentation out, ideally in unredac­
ted form. But I don’t expect 
dramatic new revelations that alter 
in some fundamental way our 
grasp of the event," he said.

Trump signed an order shortly 
after taking office in January relat­
ed to the release of documents, 
prompting the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to find thousands of 
new documents.

In the scramble to comply with 
lYump’s order, the US Justice 
Department ordered some of its 
lawyers who handle sensitive 
national security matters to urgent­
ly review records from the assassi­
nation, according to a Monday 
evening email seen by Reuters. 

“President Trump is ushering in 
a new era of maximum transparen­
cy?’ Director of National Intelli-

China lias blasted the United 
States for making “forced labor” an 
excuse for suppressing dissidence, 
urging Washington to stop the 
blockade and sanctions on Cuba in 
any name.

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning made the remarks on 
Wednesday after the US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio last month 
announced the expansion of a visa 
restriction policy to target Cuban 
officials believed to be tied to a labor 
program that sends Cuban workers 
overseas, particularly healthcare 
workers.

The expanded restrictions target 
individuals and immediate family 
members of individuals believed to be 
responsible for the program, which 
Rubio desciibed as “forced labor’!

Caribbean Community foreign 
ministers expressed concerns over 
the decision in a meeting with US 
Special Envoy for Latin America 
Mauricio Claver-Carone earlier this 
month.

Several leaders of the Caribbean 
states criticized the US move, with 
several prime ministers declaring 
they would rather forfeit their 
access to US soil than compromise 
healthcare for their citizens.

The recent US airstrikes on the 
Houthi forces aim to align with 
Israel in targeting anti-Israeli 
groups in the Middle East and to 
deter Iran, experts said, adding that 
the Donald Trump administration 
is also using these intensified 
attacks to gain political capital.

However, experts warn these 
strikes may not achieve their 
intended outcomes and could 
instead escalate regional tensions. 

Since Trump announced large- 
scale airstrikes on Houthi forces in 
Yemen on Saturday, US military 
operations in Yemen have contin­
ued for five days, targeting military 
sites and homes. US media 
describe this as the most signifi­
cant military action since Trump’s 
second term began.

According to a statement from 
the Houthi-run health authority on 
Sunday, the death toll from the US 
airstrikes over the past days has 
increased to 53, including five chil­
dren and two women.

The US said the operation aims to 
secure Red Sea shipping lanes 
threatened by Houthi attacks. The 
Houthi group in Yemen has 
launched attacks against what it 
calls Israel-bound ships or those 
affiliated with Israel in and around 
the Red Sea since November 2023, 
demanding an end to its military 
actions in Gaza.

A pause in Houthi assaults fol­
lowed a January cease-fire 
between Israel and Hamas. How­
ever, as negotiations for a second- 
phase Gaza cease-fire stalled and 
aid remained blocked, the Houthis 
announced on March 11 that they 
would resume attacks on “Israel- 

MEXICO

Capital city bans 
violent bullfighting 
Mexico City lawmakers on Tuesday 
voted overwhelmingly to ban violent 
bullfighting, triggering outrage from 
aficionados and celebration from ani­
mal rights advocates. The legislation, 
approved by a 61-1 vote, prohibits the 
killing of bulls and the use of sharp 
objects that could injurethe animals. 
It also sets time limits on how long 
bulls can be in the ring, all part of an 
initiative dubbed bullfighting without 
violence. The decision sparked angry 
protests from bullfighting supporters 
and matadors. Bullfighting has long 
been considered a tradition and a pas­
time in Latin America, but has come 
under atticism for animal cruelty 
because bulls are often killed at the 
end of tire fight.

PAKISTAN 

Leader calls for unity 
after surge in attacks 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif called on Hiesdaj' on the coun­
try’s political leadership to unite in its 
resolve to combat militants with “the 
full force of the state” following a 
surge in deadly violence. Separatists in 
Balochistan last week hijacked a train 
and killed 26 hostages before security 
forces shot dead all 33 attackers in one 
of the worst bloodsheds in recent 
months that drew condemnation.

Documents are displayed after they were released following an 
order from US President Donald Trump, in Washington DC, on 
Tuesday, michael kappeler/reuters

US President Donald TYump, in a 
call on Wednesday with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky' sug­
gested that the United States could 
take control of Ukraine’s power 
plants to ensure their security in 
their discussion about a limited 
cease-fire between Kiev and Moscow. 

Trump told Zelensky that the 
US could be “very helpful in run­
ning those plants with its electric­
ity and utility expertise” according 
to a White House statement from 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio and 
national security adviser Mike Waltz. 

Trump added that “American 
ownership of those plants could 
be the best protection for that 
infrastructure”

The power plant discussion 
included the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
facil i ty, Europe’s largest, which is cur­
rently controlled by Russia, The New 
York Times reported.

“The question was exclusively 
about the station under temporary 
occupation,” Zelensky said.

The two leaders also agreed on 
a partial cease-fire against energy' 
facilities, according to the statement. 

Technical teams will meet in Saudi 
Arabia in the coming days to dis­
cuss broadening the cease-fire to the 
Black Sea on the way to a full cease­
fire. They agreed that could be the 
fust step toward the end of the war 
and ensuring security.

Hump also briefed Zelensky on 
his conversation Tuesday with Rus­
sian President Vladimir Putin.

Zelensky asked for additional air 
defense systems, particularly Patriot 
missile systems; lYump agreed to 
work with him to find what was 
available, particularly in Europe.

While there were signs of prog­
ress, Putin and Zelensky still have 
firm positions on certain issues.

According to the Kremlin, Putin 
made clear to Hump that there must 
be a lialt to foreign military aid and 
intelligence-sharing as part of any 
deal.

But White House press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt on Wednesday 
said that US “intelligence sharing in 
terms of defense for Ukraine” would 
continue.

Ina readout on Tuesday of the talk 
between Trump and Putin, Leavitt 
posted: “The leaders agreed that the 
movement to peace will begin with 
an energy and infrastructure cease­
fire, as well as technical negotiations 
on implementation of a maritime 
ceasefire in the Black Sea, full cease­
fire and permanent peace.”

Hump’s call with Zelensky was 
about half as long as his call with 
Putin, in which the Russian presi­
dent agreed to not target Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure but declined to 
back a full 30-day cease-fire.

“Even last night, after Putin’s 
conversation with ... Hump, when 
Putin said that he was allegedly giv­
ing orders to stop strikes on Ukrai­
nian energy, there were 150 drones 
launched overnight, including on 
energy facilities,” Zelensky said at a 
news conference with Finnish Presi­
dent Alexander Stubb in Helsinki 
prior to his call with Hump.

Russia responded by saying it 
had halted its targeting of Ukraine’s

Different approach
“Domestically, with the Houthis 

being active during Joe Biden’s 
presidency, Hump wants to show­
case a different approach, empha­
sizing his decisiveness to gain 
strategic and political advantages,” 
Shu said.

Days after the US launched its 
extensive military operation against 
Houthi-controlled areas in Yemen, 
Israel carried out deadly bombard­
ments across the Gaza Strip early on 
Tuesday, killing almost a thousand 
people in two days.

Niu Xinchun, executive director 
of the China-Arab Research Insti­
tute of Ningxia University, pointed 
out that the US essentially' execut­
ed a preemptive strike.

“The US and Israel coordinate 

‘Perfect excuse’
“The so-called forced labor has 

been used as a perfect excuse and 
tool for Washington to pursue 
hegemony and attack dissenting 
views,” Mao told a daily news con­
ference.

Relevant measures of the US are 
an extension and escalation of its 
over 60 years of sanctions and 
blockade on Cuba, she said.

Mao cited Cuba’s Director of the 
Central Medical Cooperation Unit 
Michael Cabrera Laza as saying 
that in the past 60 years, particu­
larly during the COVID-19 pan­
demic, Cuba sent over 600,000 
medical personnel to over 60 coun­
tries, provided medical services for 
over 230 million people, and per­
formed over 17 million surgeries, 
which saved the lives of more than 
12 million people.

Cuba’s global medical missions 
and their services are welcomed by 
governments and people of Caribbe­
an states, Mao said.

China opposes coercive diploma­
cy, the spokeswoman said, urging 
Washington to remove Cuba from 
the list of state sponsors of terrorism. 

The US should do more to 
improve its ties with Cuba and offer 
real assistance to the Caribbean 
states, she added.

\
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People gather on top of debris of buildings at the scene of an explosion near the Presidential Palace, 
also known as Villa Somalia, in the Hamar Jajab district of Mogadishu, Somalia, on Tuesday. The 
Information Ministry called the attack a “cowardly act of desperation". The statement did not 
provide an official death toll, feisal omar / Reuters

their actions, with the US han­
dling the Houthis in the Red Sea, 
with Israel focusing on Gaza, a 
strategy in place for over a year,” 
Niu explained. “The Red Sea and 
Gaza issues are closely intercon­
nected. With conflict in Gaza and 
US actions against the Houthis, 
both regions are likely to remain 
in conflict for some time.”

US Defense Secretary Pete Heg- 
seth said the airstrikes would con­
tinue until Houthi attacks on US 
ships and drones cease. However, 
the Houthis responded on 
Wednesday by targeting the USS 
Harry S. Truman aircraft carrier 
in the Red Sea for the fourth time 
in the past 72 hours.

Experts warn the US strikes 
may not meet their objectives. Shu 
Meng noted that the Houthis have 
strong local support in Yemen. 
“Relying solely on military strikes, 
especially targeting leaders, is 
unlikely to be effective and could 
provoke more frequent retaliatory 
attacks on merchant ships, wor­
sening the Red Sea situation.”

Niu echoed this, noting that 
while the US aims to deliver “dev­
astating strikes” to weaken the 
Houthis’ military strength, history 
shows that airstrikes alone are 
insufficient. “Devastating strikes 
require both air and ground forces, 
but the US is unlikely to commit 
ground troops. Thus, even with 
prolonged strikes and expanded 
targets, achieving US objectives is 
unlikely.”

Shu said the complex issues in 
the Red Sea region stem from 
intertwined problems that cannot 
be solved by military means alone. 
“The unilateral actions of the US 
and Israel lack broad international 
support, potentially exacerbating 
tensions and complicating the situ­
ation,” she said.

i

Recent airstrikes on Houthis will only 
escalate regional tensions, experts say

1
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“It was encouraging,” he says.

London Book Fair turns a page for Chinese publishers
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Left: The 1:20 scale model crafted by Liu's team of the Yingxian 
Wooden Pagoda in Shanxi province. Right: A dougongto scale.

Contact the writer at
yangfeiyue@chinadaily.com.cn
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said, adding that despite language 
differences, the book’s essence 
remains intact. She also hopes that 
international readers appreciate the 
“different texture” of the translated 
version.

Amid the evolving global publish­
ing landscape, Richard Charkin, 
former president of the Internation­
al Publishers Association, says that 
the publishing industry has a 
responsibility to act as a “gatekeeper 
and purveyor” of quality informa­
tion in an era where information 
reliability is increasingly challenged. 

First launched in 1971, the book 
fair remains a key event for the liter­
ary world, with this year’s theme 
being “Defining the Future of Crea­
tive Content”

exploring opportunities for a differ­
ent career.

He found inspiration at the end of 
the year when he visited a museum 
in Shanghai and was immediately 
drawn to a model of an ancient Chi­
nese building.

“I thought of my roots,” he says. 
“I realized that such beauty 

shouldn’t be locked behind glass — 
it should be touched, interacted 
with, and enjoyed,” he adds.

That was when he came up with 
the idea of mortise-and-tenon build­
ing blocks. Liu started digging into 
books on ancient buildings and 
visiting them to study their details. 

He made countless visits to 
Foguang Temple on Shanxi’s Mount 
Wutai, a Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
masterpiece of architecture, and 
photographed, measured and docu­
mented its details.

“The surveying and mapping took 
over a year,” he says.

He had to precisely determine the

LONDON — The London Book 
Fair, one of the world’s premier pub­
lishing events, opened on March 11, 
highlighting China’s publishing 
achievements, global collabora­
tions, and growing influence in the 
industry.

Running through to March 13, the 
fair drew more than 30,000 publish­
ing professionals and over 1,000 
exhibitors worldwide.

“Book fairs like this and working 
with publishers globally, including 
those from China, are essential for 
sharing knowledge,” says Martin 
Liu, chief operating officer and pub­
lisher at LID Publishing. His Lon- 
don-based company released the 
English edition of The Power of 
Time, a Chinese publication.

Liu notes that after the book’s 
launch, he and his colleagues were

“amazed” by the diversity and 
world-class quality of books from 
China and emphasizes that Chinese 
publishers play a crucial role in 
bringing Chinese literature and 
ideas to global readers.

At the China booth, more than 50 
Chinese publishers and book trade 
companies showcased over 4,000 
high-quality publications. The 
three-day event featured approxi­
mately 40 activities, including book 
launches, copyright signings, and 
reader seminars, underscoring 
country’s commitment to fostering 
international literary dialogues.

Yang Hao, author of Diablo’s 
Boys, expressed excitement ahead 
of the launch of her book’s English 
edition. “I have waited a long time 
for this translation and publication 
and I am extremely excited,” she

J

The author (left) of a Chinese publication and Chinese titles (right) on display at the London Book Fair 
that ran on March 11-13. photos by li ying / xinhua

challenges ranging from construc­
tion deciphering to artistic design 
and model-making.

He even sold his house to fund his 
creative endeavors.

Initially, Liu relied on outsourcing 
his designs. However, the suppliers 
he approached struggled to meet his 
standards.

“The precision required for mor- 
tise-and-tenon joints is incredibly 
high,” Liu says, adding that he knew 
he had to take control of the entire 
process.

While pursuing his studies at the 
academy, he established his produc­
tion plant, investing heavily in 
equipment and training, hiring 
skilled craftsmen, and teaching 
them the intricacies of mortise-and- 
tenon construction.

However, Liu hit a bump in 2019 
when he found his “heavy toys” 
could only reach limited clientele 
due to their higher costs.

It inspired him to innovate. By 
combining traditional craftsman­
ship with modem manufacturing 
techniques, he streamlined produc­
tion while maintaining the integrity 
of the ancient art form.

“We reduced the number of parts 
needed for each structure, making it 
easier to assemble while preserving 
the design complexity” he explains. 

Liu’s perseverance paid off. What 
began as a small workshop has 
grown into a thriving business, 
expanding from 200 square meters 
to 2,000 sq m.

His products have found a strong 
market, with annual revenues peak­
ing at 15 million yuan, a growth rate 
of 30 percent over the past two 
years.

Wang Yongxian, a cultural relics 
protection expert from Shanxi, says: 
“Liu lias carried the cultural mission 
of bringing ancient Chinese archi­
tectural craftsmanship to life.”

“The dougong and moitise-tenon 
structures are not only living speci­
mens of traditional craftsmanship 
but also enduring spiritual symbols 
of Chinese civilization,” Wang says. 
“As modern urbanites at home and 
abroad touch the intricate struc­
tures of mortise-and-tenon and 
appreciate the interplay of mechan­
ics and aesthetics, this once-dor- 
mant art, long confined to ancient 
texts, is becoming a cultural calling 
card for Chinese civilization to the 
world.”

To date, Liu lias developed sets of 
blocks for more than 80 ancient 
buildings, including those from the 
Palace Museum in Beijing and 
pavilions around West Lake in 
Hangzhou. Years of experience 
have enabled Liu to make interior 
analysis of various ancient archi­
tectural structures by seeing their 
exterior without using pen, paper 
or computer.

“I need to check the information 
to verify and fine-tune my drafts 
before the 3D modeling and print­
ing,” he says.

Liu believes his recognition by 
Forbes China has opened new doors 
for international expansion.

“I hope to collaborate with global 
partners and bring mortise-and- 
tenon craftsmanship to the world,” 
he says.

“This craft is not just about archi­
tecture. It’s a symbol of Chinese 
ingenuity and culture.”
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Inspired to innovate
In 2016, Liu enrolled in the China 

Academy of Art to pursue tradition­
al Chinese landscape painting, 
which he feels represents the 
essence of Chinese art, to deepen his 
understanding of the aesthetic prin­
ciples that underpin his craft

However, his journey to further 
revive ancient mortise-and-tenon 
craftsmanship was far from smooth. 
Unlike industries such as porcelain 
or tea, which have enjoyed uninter­
rupted development and possess 
complete industrial chains, the 
ancient art of mortise-and-tenon 
had largely faded into obscurity in 
modern life.

The lack of a preexisting ecosys­
tem meant Liu had no established 
suppliers, no reference points and 
no roadmap to follow.

When his mortise-and-tenon stu­
dio was established, Liu faced many

n the worst of times, Liu Wen- 
hui couldn’t afford the deliv­
ery fee for a package six years 
ago. Now, he stands proudly as

one of Forbes China’s top 100 out­
standing craftsmen of 2024, having 
transformed his passion for ancient 
Chinese architecture into a cultural 
phenomenon.

Ina spacious plant based in Hang­
zhou, the capital of East China’s Zhe­
jiang province, the air hums with 
saws and smells of fresh wood. 
Workers meticulously craft ancient­
looking building components like 
dougong (interlocking wooden 
brackets). Each person has a specific 
role — selecting wood, making com­
ponents, sanding, polishing, and 
assembling the mortise-and-tenon 
joints.

“We are busy producing a new 
array of mortise-and-tenon building 
blocks,” says the man in his 40s.

By simplifying designs and using 
plastic instead of wood, they’ve 
reduced the manufacturing costs of 
making toys that customers buy to 
build an ancient structure.

The most affordable set is 98 yuan 
($13) and 2,000 units sold out in less 
than a month after launching in 
November 2024.

“The best way to preserve cultural 
heritage is to make it usable,” 
explains the man from Fenyang in 
North China’s Shanxi province. 

“When people engage with it, it 
thrives,” he adds.

One of the oldest and most 
revered woodworking techniques 
worldwide, mortise-and-tenon has a 
history of over 7,000 years. Originat­
ing in ancient China, this method 
relies on interlocking joints to con­
nect pieces of wood without nails, 
glue or other fasteners.

The mortise is a cavity or hole 
carved into one piece of wood, while 
the tenon is a protruding tongue on 
another piece that fits snugly into 
the mortise. When joined, the pieces 
create a durable and often intricate 
structure.

This technique reached its zenith 
in traditional Chinese architecture, 
where it was used to construct 
everything from grand temples and 
palaces to humble homes and furni­
ture. The most iconic examples of 
mortise-and-tenon craftsmanship 
can be seen in ancient Chinese 
buildings.

“For ancient architecture, if you 
don’t build it right, it won’t stand 
and look good,” Liu says.

Liu Wenhui,

craftsman and developer of mortise-and-tenon toys

which is no easy feat It tests the lim­
its of manufacturing precision. My 
goal is to create a desktop toy that 
faithfully replicates the interior and 
exterior of the original structure,” he 
says.

As a building toy, its playability — 
the flexibility of disassembling and 
reassembling the components of the 
dougong model — poses another 
challenge to Liu.

The more detachable the compo­
nents, the stronger the model’s play­
ability and the more advanced the 
underlying technology must be. 

“When we first created dougong 
building blocks, many parts 
couldn’t be disassembled, and there 
were still many flaw's,” Liu says.

He eventually overcame the prob­
lem by consulting with artisans who 
built old-fashioned village houses.

Through trial and error, Liu pro­
duced dozens of sets of blocks in 
2013, all of which were quickly 
snatched up online.

Pursuit of heritage
Exposed to the dense ancient tem­

ples and pagodas in his hometown 
since childhood, Liu has been pre­
disposed to the charm of traditional 
Chinese architecture.

After completing his studies in 
fine arts at Taiyuan Normal Univer­
sity in Shanxi in 2004, he worked in 
design and engineering manage­
ment at a company in Kunshan, 
Jiangsu province, for over a decade, 
eventually getting promoted to head 
of project management in Vietnam. 

While gaining financial stability, 
Liu felt a sense of emptiness and a 
sporadic desire to pursue culture 
and art.

“Every day was a haze — the hum 
of machinery and the constant pres­
ence of construction workers — it 
was stifling,” he recalls, adding that 
reality veered far from what he envi­
sioned for himself.

In 2012, he quit his job and started

-

The best way to preserve cultural 
heritage is to make it usable.”
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Craftsman honored by Forbes China for transforming traditional architectural techniques into a phenomenon, 
Yang Feiyue reports.

Above: An array of mortise-and-tenon scale models developed by Liu Wenhui. Below middle: Liu poses with a wooden hammer after a 
mortise-and-tenon class in Shanghai, photos provided to china daily

position and dimensions of every 
component of the traditional w'ood- 
en brackets.

This precision allows him to bal­
ance the structure between the 
brackets, columns and beams.

Through various experiments, he 
built a 1:20 scale model of the east­
ern main hall of Foguang Temple, 
complete with interlocking doug­
ong brackets, roof tiles and tiny 
beasts on the eaves.

“This is a way to pay tribute to the 
ancient craftsmen and their archi­
tectural artistry,” he says.

To make the blocks, the trick is to 
dissect the mortise-and-tenon 
structure and maintain its external 
consistency when scaling it down. 

‘TYansforming a 30-centimeter- 
thick column into a 1-centimeter 
version requires subtle design 
adjustments. The challenge lies in 
ensuring that these miniaturized 
components can still fit together 
seamlessly and be disassembled,
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