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By CAO DESHENG in Beijing 

and LI YINGQING in Kunming

Contact the writers at
caodeshevg@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s policy agenda is 
anchored to the two sessions. 
The conclusion of the third ses­
sion of the 14th National People’s 
Congress, the country’s top legis­
lature, and the 14th National 
Committee of the Chinese Peo­
ple’s Political Consultative Con­
ference, the nation’s top political 
advisory body, not only set 
national priorities for social and 
economic development, but also 
showcased China’s governance 
that centers on people’s well-be­
ing. The sessions are vibrant plat­
forms for extensive policy 
deliberation and scientific deci­
sion-making, strengthening the 
whole-process people’s democra­
cy that is the hallmark of Chinese 
governance.

The just-concluded two ses­
sions had China’s whole-process 
people’s democracy on full dis­
play. Among the defining char­
acteristics was the emphasis on 
public participation. Instead of 
just discussing theoretical con­
cepts, NPC deputies and CPPCC 
members offered recommenda­
tions based on the realities of 
Chinese society. The conversa­
tions, ranging from social poli­
cies and economic development 
to legislative changes, represent­
ed the opinions of people from 
various walks of life. In 2024 
alone, more than 2,000 policies 
and initiatives addressing 
important reforms, develop­
ment and livelihood issues were 
the result of more than 5,000 
motions and suggestions made 
by NPC deputies and CPPCC 
members.

China’s whole-process peo­
ple’s democracy ensures that cit­
izens enjoy a wide range of 
rights prior to, during and after 
decision-making.

The Group of Friends for Peace had 
a “highly successful meeting” at the 
United Nations on Thursday at which 
the group called for Global South 
input on die conflict in Ukraine.

“Recognizing that there can be no 
settlement by military means only 
and that these deepen human suffer­
ing, from the very beginning, we have 
consistently advocated for an early 
peaceful resolution and the need to 
observe principles for de-escalation 
and the importance of non-expansion 
of the battlefield and non-intensifica- 
tion of fighting,” said Fu Cong, China’s 
permanent representative to the UN, 
in a group statement.

“We firmly believe that onty a 
negotiated political solution, includ­
ing inclusive diplomacy and political 
means based on the UN Charter, can 
bring this conflict to an end.”

Last September, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said that Brazil, 
China, South Africa, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Tiirkiye and other countries, as part­
ners of the Global South committed to 
the political settlement of the Ukraine 
crisis, agreed to launch the Friends of 
Peace initiative on the Ukraine crisis 
at the platform of the United Nations. 

The group said last year that the 
platform is not about taking sides in 
the conflict, engaging in bloc confron­
tation, or replacing existing platforms. 
It said it hopes to rely on the United 
Nations to bring together more Global

Efforts should be made to promote 
industries to grow in value, enter­
prises to improve efficiency, and peo­
ple’s wallets to get fuller, he said.

While emphasizing the need to 
promote opening-up, Xi underlined 
the need for the province to advance 
the construction of pilot free-trade 
zones with high quality and enhance 
the development of transportation, 
logistics, energy, digital information 
and other sectors.

Efforts should be made to expand 
economic, technological, talent, 
medical and cultural exchanges and 
cooperation with neighboring coun­
tries to make high-quality coopera­
tion on the Belt and Road Initiative 
tangible and accessible, he said.

Xi highlighted Yunnan’s crucial 
role in ecological conservation, say­
ing that the province must resolutely

follow the path of green develop­
ment and build a solid ecological 
security barrier in Southwest China. 

He urged Yunnan to improve the 
system of natural protected areas 
with national parks as the mainstay, 
strengthen ecosystem conservation 
and restoration, and continue 
efforts in combating desertification, 
soil erosion, and the comprehensive 
management of small watersheds.

Saying that Yunnan is home to a 
diverse range of ethnic groups, Xi 
emphasized the necessity to take 
vigorous actions to help the border 
areas develop and local residents 
become prosperous, and effectively 
uphold ethnic unity and ensure the 
stability of border areas.

among the first to call for an immedi­
ate and complete cease-fire — a call 
we firmly reiterate today,” Fu said. “We 
believe that prioritizing peace and 
protecting innocent lives, particularly 
those of women and children, must 
remain at the forefront of all efforts.” 

Sergio Franga Danese, Brazil’s 
UN ambassador, said that “recent 
developments suggest that the con­
flict might be approaching a turning 
point, with the focus shifting from the 
battlefield to the negotiating table. 
We welcome this potential shift and 
see it as an opportunity to generate 

where more exciting? At least this 
way, I can take a break by watching 
a parade instead of staring at the 
same library walls,” said Li, who 
lias an annual pass to Universal 
Studios Beijing.

She quickly calculated that if she 
visited at least three times a year, 
the cost would be justified. And if 
she went more frequently, she 
could maximize the value of her 
pass while also giving herself 
much-needed breaks from the 
medical school campus.
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n unexpected trend is 
sweeping China as stu­
dents flock to Disneyland, 

Universal Studios and other 
theme parks not for the thrill of 
the rides, parades, or fairy-tale 
magic, but to find relaxing places 
to study.

Li Xishan, a PhD student at Bei­
jing Medical University, spends 
most of her days buried in text­
books, research papers, and prepar­
ing for tough exams. The pressure is 
relentless, and the long hours in the 
library often leave her exhausted 
and mentally drained, she said. 

“If I’m going to spend hours 
studying, why not do it some-

South countries and 
send more objective, 
balanced and rational 
voices, so as to accumu­
late conditions and cre­

ate an atmosphere for a cease-fire, an 
end to hostilities and the resumption 
of peace talks.

The platform is open and welcomes 
the joining of more like-minded 
countries, in particular, Global South 
countries.

“Deeply troubled by the prolonged 
hostilities and the immense negative 
impacts they have caused, we were

“beautiful industry” become a “happy 
industry” that benefits local people. 

While touring the Old Town of 
Lijiang, which boasts a history of 
more than 800 years, Xi emphasized 
that the cultural tourism industry 
should follow a path of sustainable 
and healthy development.

Walking along a stone-paved 
road, Xi occasionally paused to chat 
with the tourists. “The town’s cul­
ture, scenery and folk traditions are 
truly captivating,” Xi said, adding 
that the integration of culture and 
tourism has boosted the economy.

He asked local authorities to 
strike a balance between protection 
and development of heritage to 
make the Old Town of Lijiang shine 
with fresh brilliance.

Visiting the Mufu Mansion, once 
the residential and working site of

President Xi Jinping has urged 
Yunnan province to explore new 
prospects for high-quality develop­
ment on the path toward Chinese 
modernization.

Xi, who is also general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China Cen­
tral Committee and chairman of the 
Central Military Commission, made 
the remarks during an inspection 
tour in the southwestern province 
on Wednesday and Thursday.

He also underlined the need for 
the province to leverage its unique 
geographical advantages to actively 
promote high-standard opening-up, 
in order to build itself into a hub 
linking the countries of South Asia 
and Southeast Asia.

The two-day inspection tour took 
Xi to the cities of Lijiang and Kun­
ming, with his attention focused on 
the local floral economy, cultural 
heritage protection and the devel­
opment of ethnic minority areas. 
The visit follows his inspection tour 
in neighboring Guizhou province on 
Monday and Tuesday.

Xi visited the Lij iang Modem Flow­
er Industry Park and the Old Town of 
Lijiang on Wednesday afternoon, 
learning about local efforts to develop 
specialty agriculture based on region­
al conditions as well as efforts to pro­
mote the cultural tourism industry. 

In the flower industry park, Xi 
talked with villagers and techni­
cians working there, learning about 
the flower varieties, market sales 
and their incomes.

The villagers told Xi that they earn 
over 4,000 yuan ($550) each month, 
with their incomes exceeding 7,000 
yuan during peak seasons. Flowers 
represent a truly joyful j ob, they added. 

Xi said with delight: “Your 
endeavor is thriving and aligns with 
the development path of modem 
agriculture. Maj' your lives be as 
beautiful as flowers.”

Noting that the flower industry in 
Yunnan has broad prospects, he 
underlined the need to focus on the 
entire industry chain to make this

the Naxi rulers of Lijiang in ancient 
times that witnessed exchanges and 
integration among various ethnic 
groups in southwestern China, Xi 
called for passing on the fine tradi­
tional Chinese culture and guiding 
people of all ethnic groups to con­
sciously foster a strong sense of 
community for the Chinese nation. 

On Thursday morning, Xi heard a 
work report by Yunnan provincial 
authorities. He urged the province 
to advance industrial transforma­
tion and upgrading based on its 
actual conditions.

Yunnan should leverage technolog­
ical innovation to expand resource­
based industries, actively develop 
strategic emerging industries and 
future industries, and accelerate the 
development of specialty agriculture 
and cultural tourism, Xi said.

£ ■' j

President Xi Jinping waves to local residents during his visit to the Old Town of Lijiang in Southwest China's Yunnan province on Wednesday
afternoon. Xi also visited a flower industry park during the inspection tour, xie huanchi / xinhua
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A Ukrainian serviceman hugs his fiancee after being released from 
captivity during a prisoner exchange between Russia and Ukraine 
in Chernihiv, Ukraine, on Wednesday. The two countries said on 
Wednesday that each side had released 175 prisoners in one of the 
largest exchanges since the conflict began, efrem lukatsky / ap
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Scholars find serenity, relief amid 
roller coaster rides, parades

new momentum toward ending the 
conflict

“This could mark a critical step 
toward peace and pave the way for 
meaningful and sustainable progress,” 
he said.

“We urge all parties and stake­
holders to embrace this opportunity 
and engage constructively in peace 
talks. The shared goal must be to 
find a just and lasting solution — 
one that addresses mutual concerns 
of the paities to the conflict and 
leads to a peace agreement negoti­
ated directly by and acceptable to 
them,” Danese said.

“We believe that the UN can play 
a role in fostering such diplomatic 
efforts and in the implementation 
of any peace agreement.”

Danese said that the group is 
worried about the risks and crises 
arising from the conflict, which 
has caused repercussions affecting 
many countries, including those in 
the Global South.

“Issues such as food and energy 
security, as well as humanitarian 
assistance should be integral to the 
peace process, and the voices of the 
Global South should be heard and 
heeded in supporting peace in the 
region,” he said.

“As the situation continues to 
evolve rapidly, we, as members of 
the Group of Friends for Peace, are 
committed to maintaining close 
engagement with one another and 
with all relevant parties,” Danese 
said.
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Compromise solution
The phenomenon of studying in unconventional pla­

ces reflects the difficult situation faced by contemporary 
youth who are torn between the pressure to succeed and 
the desire for joy.

In a Chinese-style education system where “playing 
recklessly” is seen as a luxury, young people struggle 
with a paradox: indulging too much feels irresponsible, 
yet traditional learning feels suffocating. By choosing to 
study in a theme park, they seek a compromise — a way 
to balance academic expectations with entertainment. 

This reflects the spirit of young adventurers who chal­
lenge conventions — not driven by results, but by a 
desire to explore.

“Choosing to study in the most chaotic environment 
while engaging in the most focused activity is an act of 
defiance against orthodox norms. Yet, like any adven­
ture fraught with risks, this unconventional learning 
method may ultimately prove unsustainable,” said Yu 
Hai, a sociology professor at Fudan University.

Yu added that the initial sense of freedom may eventu­
ally give way to guilt as academic pressures mount, 
revealing that, despite their attempts to break free, 
young people remain tethered to the very expectations 
they seek to escape.

“Studying at joyful places like Disneyland is more 
than just an experiment in efficiency — it is an unin­
tentional act of rebellion, a search for new possibilities 
in a world that so often presents only rigid choices," 
said Yu.

She believes that studying at Disneyland represents a 
shift in how young people approach their learning envi­
ronments. Zhao said she has also tried studying in other 
locations such as libraries and classrooms, but has 
sometimes found those spaces isolating.

be full of distractions, but Xu sees it differently. 
“Doing the hardest tasks in the ‘happiest place’ actual­

ly offsets some of the stress,” she explains. The uplifting 
atmosphere, combined with Disneyland’s energetic 
music, helps her stay motivated and focused.

Rather than feeling torn between work and play, she 
finds the contrast amusing and effective, and it trans­
forms work from a burden into something enjoyable.

Occasionally, spontaneous performances by roaming 
musicians catch her attention. However, as these are not 
scheduled events — she allows herself a break to enjoy 
them before returning to work.

Xu said she has noticed others working or studying in 
the park, but hasn’t interacted much with them. Howev­
er, she believes the growing trend of studying or work­
ing in Disneyland reflects a deeper societal shift.

“Work and academic pressure have become over­
whelming for many people. Having a space to unwind, 
even briefly, is essential,” said Xu, who looks at it as a self­
imposed method of motivation.

Xiao Ruan, a 25-year-old third-year architecture grad­
uate student in Beijing, sees studying in a park not as a 
trend or a romantic notion, but simply as a practical 
choice.

“My dorm felt too cramped, and I didn’t want to go to 
the library. Plus, I have a bit of a performer’s personality 
— I focus better when there are people around,” said Xiao. 

She started going to parks when she began working 
on her thesis, drawn by the open spaces and, impor­
tantly, the sunlight. While some may picture her at 
well-known spots like Ditan Park or Shougang Park, 
she is just as likely to be found at a quiet green spot 
near her apartment. “I don’t go often, only when the 
sun is out. I just like soaking up the warmth,” she said. 

Xiao’s routine is simple: she finds a sunlit bench by a 
lake in a park, opens her laptop, and gets to work. 

“Under the open sky, with a gentle breeze and the rus­
tling of leaves around me, even the most daunting thesis 
work feels a little more manageable,” said Xiao, who 
doesn’t struggle with distractions. If she gets tired, she 
just takes a walk, enjoys the fresh air, and heads home, 
she said.

Beyond parks, she has tried other unconventional 
study spots, including high-speed trains, airports, and 
even airplanes, though parks always remain her top 
choice for studying.

“The time is shorter, and I don’t always feel relaxed, 
but my efficiency is much higher. Still, when the sun is 
shining and the deadlines are looming, nothing quite 
compares to a quiet bench, a warm breeze, and a laptop 
under the open sky,” said Xiao.

Li has developed a familiar routine. She arrives at the 
park early in the morning, before the crowds become 
overwhelming. Finding a quiet spot near Peet’s Coffee 
shop, she sets out her study materials, orders a cup of 
coffee, and dives into her textbooks.

Surprisingly, the noise of happy families and excited 
children helps her concentrate, she said. “It’s different 
from the silence of a library, as it’s a kind of ‘white noise’ 
that keeps me from feeling too isolated,” said Li.

After several hours of study, she has a well-deserved 
break. Sometimes, she takes a short stroll to stretch her 
legs, passing by roller-coasters and hearing the thrill­
seekers scream in delight. Other times, she catches a 
street performance or sits by the lake, enjoying the view. 

“Seeing other people have fun reminds me that life 
isn’t just about exams and research,” she said.

By mid-afternoon, she settles into another spot, often 
near the Hogwarts Castle, located in the Wizarding 
World of Harry Potter section of the park, where she can 
spread out her notes and review case studies.

Friends and classmates often ask her why she doesn’t 
just study in the library ora coffee shop.

“The library makes me feel trapped, and cafes get 
expensive if I sit there all day,” she said. “But here, I can 
study, take breaks, and even get a bit of exercise — all for 
the price of an annual pass.”

Her study habits have inspired some of her classmates 
to join her. Together, they formed an informal study 
group, meeting at different spots in the park, and moti­
vating each other.

Zhao, a computer science student at Nanjing Univer­
sity, began searching for internships in Shanghai in 
October 2024 and blends her passion for the theme park 
with her academic preparations for interviews.

Living near Shanghai’s Metro Line 11, Zhao finds it 
easy to reach Disneyland. Her study is typically done 
during quiet moments in the park, such as early in the 
morning, or while waiting in line for restaurants, or 
events in tents. She finds this peaceful.

Even the lively music played in the park doesn’t dis­
tract her.

“The music in the background actually makes me feel 
happy and relaxed, which helps when I’m doing tasks 
that require creativity or repetitive work,” said Zhao. 

She added that Disneyland’s joyful environment 
motivates her and makes her less stressed, which helps 
her stay productive.

She recalled one study challenge when she was strug­
gling to debug a computer code.

“I couldn’t figure it out, so I went on my favorite ride, 
the Pirates of the Caribbean. After a few rides, I had a 
breakthrough and returned to my code with fresh 
ideas,” said Zhao.

While Zhao usually studies alone, she has noticed that 
other students are also using Disneyland as a study spot.

Alone in a crowd
Most of those who study in theme parks have annual 

student passes. An annual student pass for Universal Stu­
dios is 988 yuan ($136), and for Disneyland 1,399 yuan. 

Ye Shuyan, a 20-year-old medical student at Shanghai 
University, likes to study at Disneyland.

She lives off-campus, and struggles to concentrate 
when she studies in her apartment, which she said is 
filled with distractions. With an annual pass and Dis­
neyland’s proximity to her university, Ye has combined 
her love of the theme park with her study routines.

“Disneyland provides the perfect balance of fun and 
focus,” she said, adding she can study or review material 
while taking breaks in the park and enjoying the sights 
and sounds.

Ye typically spends her afternoons and evenings 
studying in the quieter comers of Disneyland’s restau­
rants or outdoor seating areas. These spots, often over­
looked by visitors, offer peace and quiet and views of the 
park’s serene surroundings.

“The ambience is so different from a typical study 
space. Tire colorful environment and playful decora­
tions spark my creativity, and I feel at ease,” said Ye, 
pointing out there are many food options available.

She added: “There are moments when I feel like tak­
ing a break and riding the rollercoaster or watching a 
parade, but I set goals for myself first. I don’t allow 
myself to play until I’ve completed my study goals for 
the day. It keeps me on track,” she said.

The growing trend of studying in unconventional spa­
ces reflects the changing needs of students, who are 
increasingly seeking environments that promote crea­
tivity, relaxation, and focus. Disneyland’s festive atmos­
phere offers a welcome respite from the pressures of 
academic life, allowing students to recharge before div­
ing back into their studies.

However, Ye said that Disneyland isn’t for everyone 
and it represents a new way of thinking about study 
environments.

The park’s blend of leisure and focus allows her to 
take breaks without feeling guilty and to approach her 
studies with a more positive attitude, she said.
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Off to work we go
Xu Han, a 28-year-old remote worker in Shanghai, 

has taken this idea even further — making Disneyland 
her weekly workspace.

With the freedom to choose where she works, Xu, an 
avid Disney fan, realized that the happiest place on 
earth could also be the most productive. Living just six 
metro stops away, she bought an annual pass and made 
Disneyland her No 1 work spot.

Xu’s work day starts in the early afternoon. The vast 
green lawns of Disneyland, she says, are an ideal 
workspace — open, often sunlit, and filled with cheer­
ful background music. She tackles her tasks with a 
sense of lightness that a conventional office could 
never provide. As evening approaches, she completes 
her work, rewards herself with a visit to her favorite 
attraction, and finally, a meal at Disneytown before 
heading home.

One might expect that working in a theme park would 

3

Above left: A woman reads in a park in Kunming, Yunnan province, u jiaxian / 
china news service Above right: A student studies in a restaurant at Disneyland in 

Shanghai, kong huili / for china daily Below: A delivery worker studies on her 
break, provided to china daily

Theme parks such as Disneyland 
(picture) and Universal Studios 
have unexpectedly become study 
havens, photos provided to china daily
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Feed your head
Her approach is shared by Zhao Xinyue, who, while 

waiting in line one day, saw someone memorizing words 
from an iPad. From then on, she too began using Disney­
land as her study spot, visiting the park five to six times a 
month.
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Democracy: Governance integrated with public needs
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These rights include the liberty to 
participate, voice their opinions, be 
informed, and supervise govern­
ment actions.

In contrast to conventional demo­
cratic models that mostly depend on 
elections, this approach guarantees 
that democratic values are deeply 
embedded in all phases of adminis­
tration, from the creation of policies 
to their execution and assessment 

Such a mode of democratic deci­
sion-making goes from the grass­
roots to the policy circles. 

The grassroots legislative con­
tact stations, which act as direct 
avenues for public input, are a 
prime example of the responsive­
ness of this democratic system. 

This bottom-up approach is fur­
ther reflected in the diverse compo­
sition of NPC deputies. The election 
of migrant workers as deputies in
2018, for example, highlighted how 
all strata of society are represented, 
ensuring a broad spectrum of per­
spectives in national decision-mak­
ing. Additionally, the CPPCC 
National Committee organizes fact- 
finding missions where members 

of the advisory body visit local 
enterprises and projects, gathering 
firsthand insights into how policies 
are being implemented and what 
improvements are needed. 

China’s economic resilience is a 
testament to the effectiveness of 
this inclusive governance model. 
China is to sustain its robust 
growth of GDP at around 5 percent 
this year after achieving the expect­
ed rate last year, despite interna­
tional uncertainties and a sluggish 
global economy. This achievement 
is mostly ascribed to China’s ability 
to adjust policy in response to shift­
ing economic situations.

Moreover, the centralized and 
unified leadership of the Commu­
nist Party of China ensures that 
decisions are made efficiently, with­
out unnecessary delays due to lack 
of consensus. This mechanism 
makes it possible to make timely 
policy changes in accordance with 
shifting social conditions and pub­
lic needs, for example lowering the 
cost of basic medications, enhanc­
ing social security, and implement­
ing focused initiatives to stimulate 
the economy. 

The two sessions put public 

accountability to work. They dem­
onstrate how China’s whole-process 
people’s democracy successfully 
integrates governance with public 
needs. This system not only ensures 
stability but also fosters continuous 
development. The feedback cycle of 
“reflecting-listening-consulting-im- 
plementing” creates a governance 
structure that is both adaptive and 
accountable.

The sessions primarily focus on 
livelihood issues. The expansion of 
high-quality medical resources in 
central and western China, urban 
renewal, employment and elder 
care were among the topics of 
debate this year. A joint press con­
ference was held by key ministries 
to address these issues, and 
announcements such as the expan­
sion of elder care services, the 
“Skills Illuminate the Future” train­
ing initiative, and the nationwide 
renewal plan for residential com­
munities built before 2000 demon­
strate the country’s focus of agenda 
on people’s well-being. 

In effect, both the NPC and 
CPPCC play crucial roles in shap­
ing China’s long-term strategy and 
driving forward sustainable deve­

lopment. Their motions and sug­
gestions provide the country with 
essential references for decision­
making, ensuring effective govern­
ance and forward-looking 
decisions. Through their oversight 
mechanisms, these bodies push 
forward and refine economic poli­
cies, keeping them targeted and 
impactful.

In a world grappling with uncer­
tainty, China’s model of participa­
te ry, responsive and inclusive 
governance offers a compelling 
alternative. The two sessions reaf­
firm that people-centered develop­
ment is not just a political 
philosophy, but the driving force 
behind the country’s sustained 
progress and modernization. The 
annual gatherings serve as a 
reminder that democracy, when 
designed to continuously meet 
people’s needs and deeply integrat­
ed into governance, can be both 
effective and transformative.

The author is founder and CEO of 
The Daily CPEC, a media platform 
in Islamabad, Pakistan. The views
do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

if<>4By CAO YIN

caoyin@chinadaily.ccnn.cn

Japan is considering deployment 
of long-range missiles on the south­
western island of Kyushu, signaling 
what analysts warn is a shift from a 
defensive to a more offensive mili­
tary strategy.

The move is part of Japan’s broad­
er efforts to acquire “counterstrike 
capabilities” to target enemy posi­
tions in an emergency, according to 
a Kyodo News report.

The deployment is expected to 
begin at the end of the 2025 fiscal 
year. The missiles may be stationed 
at the Ground Self-Defense Force’s 
surface-to-ship missile regiment 
garrisons in Yufu, Oita Prefecture 
and the city of Kumamoto, Kyodo 
News citing Japanese government 
sources said.

On Sunday, Okinawa Governor 
Denny Tamaki met with Chief Cabi­
net Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi to 
oppose the deployment of long- 
range missiles in his prefecture.

The missiles are an upgraded ver­
sion of the GSDF’s Type-12 land-to- 
ship guided missile, with an 
extended range of 1,000 kilometers. 
This range places the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea and 
coastal regions of China within 
striking distance.

Rupert Schulenburg, assistant 
editor of The Military Balance, an 
annual assessment of global mili­
tary capabilities published by the 
Washington-based think tank Inter­
national Institute for Strategic Stud­
ies, wrote that the upgraded iype-12 
system could significantly enhance 
Japan’s coastal defense and mari­
time attack capabilities. However, 

By CAI HONG

caihong@chinadaily.com.cn

he pointed out that it is just one of 
several stand-off missile systems 
Japan is acquiring.

Kyushu’s geographical position 
makes it strategically significant, 
given its proximity to the Chinese 
mainland and Taiwan.

“Once missile deployments are 
completed, Japan will have greater 
military leverage in the region, 
potentially affecting China’s 
national security interests. From a 
geopolitical perspective, Kyushu is 
a key location within the ‘first 
island chain’, serving as an impor­
tant stronghold for the United 
States in its strategy in the West­
ern Pacific,” said Liu Qingbin, a 
former professor at Yokohama 
National University’s Institute of 
Advanced Sciences.

Located at the westernmost end 
of Japan’s main islands, Kyushu 
faces both the Korean Peninsula and 
China across the sea. Analysts said 
that missile deplojonents there 
could impact security dynamics in 
the Korean Peninsula and give 
Japan greater ability to intervene in 
regional conflicts.

Japan’s GSDF already operates 
TVpe-12 systems at multiple loca­
tions in the Ryukyu Islands. The 
most recent deployment occurred 
on Okinawa’s main island in March 
2024, following earlier placements 
on Ishigaki Island in 2023, Miyako 
Island in 2020, and Amami Oshima 
in 2019, according to Liu.

The scholar pointed out that as 
early as 2020, Japan expressed its 
intent to strengthen its offensive 
capabilities, specifically its ability 
to conduct preemptive strikes. 
Expanding its arsenal of long-range 
cruise missiles, he argued, is a key

A Houthi soldier checks for damage on Thursday in Yemen's capital Sanaa, after US airstrikes left nine people — seven women and two
children — injured. The attack marked the second wave of US airstrikes in the area since Saturday, mohammed huwais / afp
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way to achieve this goal. With a 
range of 1,000 kilometers, the 
upgraded iype-12 system provides 
Japan with medium-to-long-range 
strike capabilities.

“Japan has been seeking to move 
beyond its policy of ‘exclusive 
defense’, advocating for the removal 
of restrictions on ‘collective self-de­
fense”’ Liu noted. “This shift aims to 
equip Japan’s Self-Defense Forces 
with both offensive and defensive 
capabilities, particularly preempt­
ive strike capabilities.”

In January, Japan’s Ministry of 
Defense released a notice on the 
progress of its “stand-off defense 
capability” project, publicly reveal­
ing for the first time the develop­
ment of a new ballistic missile. 
Dubbed the High-Speed Glide Mis­
sile for Island Defense, the weapon 
is primarily intended for “remote 
island defense”.

According to Chinese military 
reports, this represents another 
major step in Japan’s transition 
from a defensive to an offensive 
military strategy.

Japan officially incorporated the 
High-Speed Glide Missile for Island 
Defense into its fiscal year 2018 
defense budget and later divided 
the project into two variants: an 
early deployment model for rapid 
operational readiness and an 
enhanced performance model with 
advanced technical specifications. 
The recently disclosed missile 
belongs to the early deployment 
model, with a range of 500 to 900 
kilometers. It underwent four test 
launches in 2024 at the Pacific Mis­
sile Test Center in California and is 
expected to enter mass production 
by the end of this year. The GSDF is

IP disputes as a pretext to con­
strain or suppress China, or 
impose discriminatory and 
restrictive measures on Chinese 
citizens or organizations, central 
government departments can take 
countermeasures.

“Foreign-related IP services are 
one of the core businesses of our 
law firm,” Wang said. “We not only 
have a deep understanding of the 
technical background and com­
mercial demands of domestic 
enterprises, but can also draw on 
the resources of overseas coopera­
tion platforms to avoid strategic 
mistakes caused by cultural or 
judicial differences.”

“We have helped Chinese tech­
nology and manufacturing enter­
prises collect evidence in patent 
and trademark disputes in 
Europe, providing them with liti­
gation strategies,” he said.

“We have also cooperated with 
our overseas partners to keep track 
of local IP laws in real time, in order 
to proactively adjust IP application 
plans and reduce potential dispute 
risks for domestic companies 
expanding abroad,” he added.

The law firm at which Liu is an 
IP lawyer has also established 
long-term and stable cooperation 
with foreign legal service institu­
tions in various countries and 
regions, such as Germany, France 
and Switzerland.

“We formulate compliance plans 
for domestic enterprises in fields 
such as technology exports and 
cross-border data transfer, with 
legal services provided. In this way, 
they can avoid infringing on the IP 
rights of foreign entities and reduce 
the losses they may suffer from 
overseas IP disputes,” Liu said.

Both Liu and Wang suggested 
that China should step up work 
on IP talent education, and 
pledged to work with the authori­
ties in providing legal training 
for and introducing IP laws to 
enterprises going global by shar­
ing experiences and practices 
through case studies.
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China’s continuous efforts in 
handling foreign-related intellec­
tual property disputes wiH serve as 
a robust backbone for domestic 
enterprises going global and con­
stitute an important guarantee to 
advance the country’s high-level 
opening-up, experts said.

They made the remarks after 
the State Council, China’s Cabi­
net, on Wednesday unveiled an 
18-article regulation on resolving 
IP disputes related to foreign mat­
ters. The regulation wall take 
effect on May 1.

“This is China’s first administra­
tive document that systematically 
standardizes the handling of for­
eign-related IP disputes, which is 
of great guiding significance,” said 
Liu Bin, an IP lawyer at Beijing 
Zhong Wen Law Firm.

He praised the regulation for 
strengthening overseas IP infor­
mation inquiry and warning ser­
vices, and said that disputes 
should be resolved through vari­
ous channels such as mediation 
and arbitration.

Liu also welcomed the provi­
sions that encourage law firms to 
improve the efficiency of IP servi­
ces and support the establishment 
of overseas IP dispute funds by 
domestic enterprises, adding that 
“these measures will help our 
innovators reduce die cost of cross- 
border IP rights protection”

Wang Zhenkun, a partner of 
Shanghai YaoWang Law Offices, 
said the new regulation “will 
accelerate the layout of Chinese IP 
legal service institutions around 
the world, thereby helping domes­
tic enterprises connect with inter­
national rules more effectively 
and enhancing China’s say in glob­
al IP governance”.

He noted that the regulation 
will also be conducive to safe­
guarding national security and 
development interests, because it 
states that if foreign countries use

People visit the atrium of Klovicevi Dvori Gallery on Wednesday 
for this year's Festival of Lights, which will run through Sunday in 
Zagreb, Croatia. The festival celebrates art, technology, and the 
arrival of spring, sandra simunovic / newscom
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scheduled to receive the missiles 
between 2026 and 2027.

Japan’s new Defense Buildup Pro­
gram outlines plans to establish two 
regiment-level battalions equipped 
with the High-Speed Glide Missile 
for Island Defense. The chosen 
deployment sites— Kyushu Island 
and Hokkaido — suggest that large 
portions of East Asia’s coastal 
regions could be within the missile’s 
strike range.

The enhanced performance mod­
el is slated for deployment around 
2030, with plans for three addition­
al battalions. Japan is also develop­
ing an extended-range version of the 
missile, projected to exceed 3,000 
kilometers in range.

In response to Japan’s missile 
development, Chinese Ministry of 
National Defense spokesperson 
Zhang Xiaogang said at a press con­
ference last week that Japan is 
accelerating its military expansion, 
a move he described as dangerous 
and contrary to regional stability. 
He urged Japan to learn from histo­
ry and exercise caution in its mili­
tary strategy, emphasizing that 
Tokyo should focus on fostering 
trust with its Asian neighbors 
through concrete actions.

With US backing, Japan recently 
accelerated the development and 
acquisition of various long-range 
strike weapons. Many analysts 
argued that Japan’s new ballistic 
missile program surpasses the coun­
try’s traditionally “exclusively defen­
sive” posture, marking a shift toward 
more offensive capabilities.

“This warrants close attention 
and vigilance from neighboring 
countries,” Chinese military reports 
said.
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Regulation will offer support for domestic 
enterprises going global, expert says
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The Research Center for Lan- 
cang-Mekong Youth Astronomical 
Sciences was inaugurated on Tues­
day at Fudan University in Shang­
hai as the Lancang-Mekong 
Cooperation mechanism enters a 
new decade.

Leveraging Fudan University’s 
expertise in nuclear physics, 
astrophysics and other fields, the 
center aims to facilitate cross-bor­
der collaboration in astronomical 
sciences among China, Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam.

It marks the first partnership 
between a Chinese university and 
the Lancang-Mekong countries in 
astrophysics.

“Based on the university’s 
strengths in physics, integrated cir­
cuits, atmospheric science, global 
governance and other disciplines, 
the center will expand the depth 
and breadth of astronomical scien­
ces and space technology research 
through interdisciplinary integra­
tion, while fostering innovation 
communities and strengthening 
the regional open-cooperation eco­
system,” said Jin Li, president of 
Fudan University.

He emphasized integrating the 
center’s development with educa­
tion reforms in related academic 
disciplines at the university to 
attract outstanding youth from 
Lancang-Mekong countries to 
engage in astronomical research, 
contributing to talent develop­
ment and higher expertise levels in 
the region.

In September, the “Fudan No 1 
Lancang-Mekong Future Satellite”, 
developed by Fudan University 
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including Belt and Road Initiative 
countries, fostering a more open, 
inclusive and shared international 
research network,” he added.

Also on Tuesday, the inaugural 
training camp of the Lancang-Me­
kong youth astronomical sciences 
research program began at Fudan 
University. Leading experts in 
astrophysics, global governance, 
atmospheric science and chip 
technology were invited to deliver 
academic lectures to around 30 
young researchers from 10 univer­
sities in the six countries.

The four-day camp aims to 
enhance participants’ academic lit­
eracy and comprehensive capabili­
ties, helping drive astronomical 
studies at their respective institu­
tions, said Wang Yinghao, deputy 
Party secretary of the School of 
International Relations and Public 
Affairs at Fudan University. 

“Moreover, scientists
Fudan University will engage with 
the camp participants to explore 
collaboration opportunities in 
research projects and paper writ­
ing, with the goal of internationally 
publishing joint research results 
among the six countries in the 
future,” he said.

Sriv Tharith, a camp participant 
and professor at the Royal Univer­
sity of Phnom Penh in Cambodia, 
said, “The training camp provides 
a platform for all fellows to gain 
new knowledge in astronomical 
sciences, an area where China is 
among the leading countries. It 
also allows us to share research 
ideas and explore international 
cooperation driven by science and 
technology innovation. I truly 
believe this will be a future direc­
tion of Lancang-Mekong Coopera­
tion.”

Visitors interact with an Al-powered digital cat at a newly opened 
shop in Zhuyi village, Chongzhou, Sichuan province, on Saturday. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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market entities equally under the 
law and promote fair, efficient and 
convenient resolutions for inter­
national civil and commercial dis­
putes,” Dilxat said. “It will also 
provide convenient, efficient, 
intelligent and precise foreign-re­
lated judicial services for Chinese 
and foreign entities.”

The tribunal plans to establish 
mechanisms for case exchanges 
and inquiries with other countries. 
It also aims to strengthen coopera­
tion with universities and research 
institutions to deepen theoretical 
studies on counter-sanctions and 
anti-long-arm jurisdiction, he said. 

To support the tribunal’s opera­
tions, Urumqi’s courts have inte­
grated domestic commercial trial 
functions related to high-level 
opening-up, such as foreign-relat­
ed commercial affairs and intellec­
tual property rights. They have also 
accelerated the development of a 
team of foreign-related judges with 
expertise in international rules and 
foreign legal practices, Dilxat said. 

The tribunal is part of the Silk 
Road Economic Belt Legal Senice 
District, which was established in 
Urumqi on Nov 17 last year. Similar 
legal senice districts have been set 
up in Fujian and Shaanxi provin­
ces to support the Belt and Road 
Initiative.

By the end of January, more 
than 1,425 cases involving foreign- 
related commercial affairs, intel­
lectual property rights, contracts, 
sales and loans had been conclud­
ed in the legal service district in 
Xinjiang, according to a white 
paper on the district’s operations 
released on Thursday.
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al College of Art in the United King­
dom, chose to stay with the team 
after her internship, turning down 
other offers.

“Here, I can combine my inter­
ests with my work, turn ideas into 
reality and connect with more 
brands, which is of great meaning 
to me,” said Zhang, who has

Tourists enjoy hotpot in a blooming rapeseed flower field in Dangtou village in Xinyu, Jiangxi prov­
ince, on Thursday. The unique hotpot service is part of the village’s efforts to explore a new form of 
agricultural tourism that combines rapeseed flower viewing with flower field hotpot experiences in 
the spring, using flowers as a medium to promote the flourishing development of its local tourism 
market, zhao chunliang/ for china daily

the village and how to have fun 
here. It’s really fascinating.”

Liao said that while the village is 
rich in natural and cultural resour­
ces, it lacks technology and innova­
tive ideas to promote and use these 
assets effectively.

“The partnership with Meow 
Buddy’s operation team has creat­
ed a boundary-breaking effect, 
giving us delightful surprises,” she 
said.

Zhao said that while traditional 
rural jobs no longer meet die needs 
of today’s young people, leveraging 
Al for product promotion and sce­
nario innovation might encourage 
young talent to start businesses in 
rural areas.

Her team now has more than 20 
members, about half of whom are 
overseas returnees. Their academic 
backgrounds range from humani­
ties and arts to economics and com­
puter science.

Zhang Yizhi, who holds a bache­
lor’s degree from Tsinghua Univer­
sity’s Academy of Arts and Design 
and a master’s degree from the Roy- 

become a core member of the team. 
Looking ahead, Zhao hopes to 

foster collaborations between new 
consumer brands and local indus­
tries to better promote distinctive 
eco-friendly items. She also plans 
to open a shop in the city to bring 
rural specialty products to urban 
areas.

A teacher and students participate in a sleep-related game at a 
kindergarten in Huaibei, Anhui province, on Thursday. The game 
was aimed at guiding the children to develop healthy sleeping 
habits ahead of World Sleep Day, which falls on Friday. 
WAN SHANCHAO / FOR CHINA DAILY

and the Shanghai Academy of 
Spaceflight Technology, was 
launched and remains in orbit as 
planned.

Data from the satellite’s solar 
observations and measurements of 
water and gas distribution in the 
Lancang-Mekong region will be 
shared among the six countries for 
joint research, offering valuable 
insights for climate governance 
and pollution control.

The initiative wall also help culti­
vate young talent in astronomical 
sciences with an international per­
spective while enhancing the 
region’s scientific and technologi­
cal innovation capabilities, the uni­
versity said.

Ma Yugang, director of the cen­
ter and vice-president of Fudan 
University, outlined three key mis­
sions: deepening cross-border sci­
entific cooperation, addressing 
fundamental scientific challenges 
and nurturing a regional innova­
tion community.

The center’s work will help nar­
row gaps in regional research capa­
bilities through measures such as 
satellite data-sharing platforms 
and exchange programs for young 
scholars, Ma said.

“This year, through establishing 
a collaborative network with the 
joint efforts of Fudan University, 
Prince of Songkla University in 
Thailand, the National University 
of Laos and other institutions, the 
multinational scientific research 
team will advance research in sat­
ellite data analysis and space pay­
load verification,” Ma said.

“We will also promote the estab­
lishment of an astronomical sci­
ence data-sharing platform to 
support research in the Lancang- 
Mekong region and beyond,
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A digital cat in a village in Chong­
zhou, Sichuan province, has 
become a local star promoter since 
it started working just over a week 
ago.

Named Meow Buddy, the 
Al-powered agent resides in a 3D 
holographic pod at a newly opened 
shop in Zhuyi village in Daoming 
township.

Zhao Mingxiao, who oversees the 
store, said the digital cat’s primary 
task is to share knowledge about 
sustainable development and pro­
mote sustainable lifestyles and 
products through dialogue and 
interaction with consumers. 

“Beyond our expectations, the 
shop received wide attention, with 
sales hitting 5,700 yuan ($787.20) 
on its opening day,” Zhao said.

The shop, jointly established by 
Zhao’s team which operates Meow 
Buddy, and Zhuyi village, with tech­
nical support from an Al company 
in Chengdu, Sichuan province, aim 

to leverage Al-driven scenarios to 
promote sustainable products, 
Zhao said.

She said the shop exclusively sells 
eco-friendly products, including 
plastic-free tissue made of bamboo 
pulp, handmade yak butter soap 
and jasmine hand oil.

The products are sustainable 
brands created by young entrepre­
neurs in cities such as Chengdu, 
Shanghai, and Shenzhen in Guang­
dong province. Several popular 
items have repeatedly sold out due 
to high demand, Zhao said.

The shop also features an Al sug­
ar painting machine. By scanning a 
QR code, children can create their 
favorite designs with Al assistance, 
including images of Ne Zha, the 
protagonist of the animated filmNe 
Zha2.

Liao Qifan, Party secretary of the 
village, said the digital cat has 
become a key draw for tourists visit­
ing the village.

“Children can’t help but run over 
to chat with the cat as soon as they 
see it,” she said. “It tells them about
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China’s immigration authorities 
have said a temporary e-travel pass 
will be issued to Hong Kong, Macao 
and Taiwan residents if they lose 
their travel documents on the main­
land to help them continue travel­
ing by air and rail without delay.

The National Immigration 
Administration said the new pass, 
which came into effect on Thursday, 
can be applied for through its online 
service platform, 12367, and is valid 
for one week. Residents can apply 
for it up to twice a month. Previous­
ly, travelers who misplaced their 
documents had to obtain written 
confirmation from a local immigra­
tion office, often limited by office 
hours.

The NIA also announced that res­
idents from these regions can now 
ask mainland immigration authori­
ties to link their travel and residence 
permits, reducing the need for cross­
verification when applying for bank 
cards or internet access.

An immigration official said the 
initiative is part of broader efforts to 
address the needs of Hong Kong, 
Macao and Taiwan residents 
through innovative solutions. The 
NIA has worked with more than 20 
departments and enterprises, 
including the Ministry of Public 
Security, the People’s Bank of China 
and China State Railway Group, to 
streamline immigration-related 
processes in transportation, finance 
and telecommunications.

Hong Kong lawmaker Starry Lee 
Wai-king expressed her gratitude to 
the central government and the NIA 
for mobility initiatives benefiting 
Hong Kong residents. Lee, a mem­
ber of the Standing Committee of 
the National People’s Congress, sug­
gested earlier this month that emer­
gency e-passes, currently valid only 
on the mainland, should also be 
accepted at mainland-Hong Kong 
border checkpoints to facilitate 
smoother travel.

Kingsley Wong Kwok, chairman 
of the Hong Kong Federation of 
Trade Unions, welcomed the new 
policy, citing the growing travel 
needs of Hong Kong residents, who 
made nearly 82 million visits to the 
mainland last year.

“Many travelers have faced issues 
such as lost documents, with the 
federation receiving 170 requests for 
assistance related to lost travel pass­
es,” Wong said, adding that some 
residents were unable to apply for 
physical temporary permits outside 
office hours, leaving them stranded. 

Wang Jia-cheng, a piano instruct­
or from Taiwan living in Langfang, 
Hebei province, frequently travels to 
Beijing for lectures. He called the 
e-pass a positive development for 
travelers who misplace their docu­
ments, though he has never lost his 
mainland travel pennit for Taiwan 
residents during his six years on the 
mainland.

Wang also emphasized the impor­
tance of digitalizing the travel per­
mit, which requires renewal every 
five years — a process that can take 
from a week to a month and cause 
inconvenience, especially for high­
speed rail travelers during the 
renewal period.

“I also hope the validity period of 
the mainland travel permit for Tai­
wan residents can be extended,” he 
said.

Virginia Lou, a Macao resident 
who travels to Guangdong province 
nearly every two weeks, was among 
the first to use the 12367app to navi­
gate the e-pass application process. 
She recalled an exchange trip to 
Guangzhou a few years ago when a 
group member lost his travel permit 
and was unable to buy a train ticket, 
ultimately having to take a cab at a 
significant cost.

Lou said the e-pass is essential but 
noted areas for improvement in the 
application process. For example, 
applicants must provide a mainland 
mobile number to receive a verifica­
tion code, which could be difficult 
for those without one.

“Additionally, the process asks for 
the expiration date of the physical 
permit, which can be difficult to ver­
ify without tiie document on hand,” 
she said.

A tribunal specializing in foreign- 
related commercial disputes was 
established on Thursday in Urum­
qi, capital of the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, to support the 
region’s high-level opening-up and 
promote the high-quality develop­
ment of the Silk Road Economic 
Belt, court officials said.

The tribunal, located in the 
Urumqi area of the China (Xinji­
ang) Pilot Free Trade Zone, is the 
first and only specialized foreign- 
related judicial institution in Xinji­
ang. It aims to proride an optimal 
venue for international commer­
cial dispute resolution, said Luo 
Zhiyong, deputy chief judge of the 
Supreme People’s Court’s 6th Cir­
cuit Court, which oversees major 
administrative, civil and commer­
cial cases in northwest China, 
including Xinjiang.

“The tribunal plays an impor­
tant role in optimizing Xinjiang’s 
business environment and 
improving the region’s interna­
tional competitiveness,” Luo said. 
“By handling foreign-related cases 
well, the court will demonstrate 
Xinjiang’s openness, inclusiveness 
and confidence on the interna­
tional stage.”

Dilxat Sayim, president of the 
High People’s Court of Xinjiang, 
said the tribunal will support the 
high-quality development of the 
Xinjiang pilot free trade zone, 
which was established in Novem­
ber and includes three key areas: 
Urumqi, Kashgar and Horgos. It is 
the first free trade zone in China’s 
northwestern border region. 

“It aims to protect the legitimate 
rights and interests of various
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s I lounged in the com­
fort of my well-heated 
home, a steaming cup of 

. coffee by my side, putting 
the final touches on an article for 
my reporting assignment in the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region, I closed my eyes and 
attempted to summon memories of 
that icy, remote landscape on the 
nation’s border.

Yet, it proved difficult. 
Turning to my' mobile phone, I 

scrolled through images of deso­
late border patrol tracks, snow­

capped mountains and ancient 
glaciers casting a faint blue hue 
reminiscent of jade.

However, pictures still fell short 
of capturing the deep freeze and 
the isolating essence of the terrain. 

For urban dwellers, particularly

By WANG XIAOYU in Aksu, Xinjiang 

wangxiaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

ges faced by the guardians of Chi­
na’s expansive borders remain 
largely unknown to many. Even for 
reporters who have personally visit­
ed and interviewed them, the rapid 
pace of city life can swiftly overshad­
ow the details of those memories. 

Yet, their steadfast commitment 
to safeguarding the territory 
directly contributes to fortifying 
the sense of security we experi­
ence in our daily lives. 

Some of the border patrol 
police officers, soldiers and caval­
ry members I encountered have

officers are sometimes invited dur­
ing Spring Festival and other special 
occasions, providing opportunities 
for diem to gather and savor pre­
cious family moments. 

Some border units have also 
established communication chan­
nels with primary and middle 
school students in coastal provin­
ces so that they can share their 
experiences with the younger gen­
eration.

Even though they are stationed 
in faraway outposts, their invalua­
ble contributions should never be 
forgotten.

Contact the writer at
wangxiaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

those in a bustling metropolis like 
Beijing where I live and work, the 
vast frontiers of the nation repre­
sent a world far removed from 
our everyday existence. 

Following my journey to Xinji­
ang in mid-January, I returned to 
the hustle and bustle of Beijing 
and then immersed myself in the 
warmth and joy of Spring Festival 
celebrations in my hometown in 
Jiangsu province.

Gradually, recollections of that 
frozen world began to fade. 

The significance and the challen-

injured person on horseback or leap­
ing over high obstacles.

For Mareyam, one of the most chal­
lenging disciplines is swordplay on 
horseback.

“It involves wielding a sword force­
fully while riding a galloping horse,” 
she said.

“Riding a horse already demands a 
ton of strength and good balance, and 
I need to further build my muscles 
and sharpen my mindset to master 
the skill.”

Another challenge is standing 
while riding to observe and monitor 
the situation in the distance.

“At first, I could hardly straighten 
my legs and felt my core, arms and 
legs shaking violently when attempt­
ing the move,” she said.

“When I felt frustrated during 
training, I turned to senior members 
of the cavalry, and a key piece of 
advice I received was to not be afraid 
and never give up.”

Some disciplines require more 
than just strength and agility, they 
also involve developing a bond with 
the horse.

One such example is teaching the 
horse to lay down on command to 
hide from potential foes. “We start by 
gently touching and stroking the

I

China’s only horse riding patrol division attracts new recruits 
in remote township in northwestern corner of Xinjiang

Jr*'ifi "L

hen Mareyam Ahmat 
attended her first 
equestrian show in 
her home county of 

Baicheng in the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region in August last 
year, she was captivated by its blend 
of strength and grace.

It only took a month to pass for the 
20-year-old, who graduated with a 
degree in computer science in 2023, 
to make the bold decision to try out 
for the horse-riding border control 
cavalry that hosted the event

The calvary unit, the nation’s only 
horse-riding cavalry, is located in Bai- 
Cheng’s Laohutai township and 
patrols a stretch of the border in 
north western Xinjiang with neigh­
boring Kazakhstan. Horses are neces­
sary for these patrols due to the 
xugged and extreme terrain that has 
an average altitude of2,000 meters. 

“I was hesitant at first because I 
was concerned about my physical fit­
ness, but I made up my mind after 
learning that die cavalry also helps 
local herders during their seasonal 
migrations in the summer and win­
ter. It’s a job that is not only cool, but 
also quite meaningful,” she said.

Established in 1956 to reinforce 
border patrols, the calvary today 
takes on a variety of responsibilities, 
including providing emergency aid, 
spreading awareness about laws and 
government policies, and escorting 
herders during their seasonal migra­
tions.

Comprising 120 members, with 
Mareyam one of 15 women among 
them, the cavalry use local Laohutai 
horses, a breed shorter in height and 
more robust than the famed and ele­
gant Yili horses from the region.

Newcomers like Mareyam, who is a 
member of the Uygur ethnic group, 
are required to train in 10 disciplines 
of horsemanship, ranging from the 
basics like reining horses to walk, 
canter and trot, to more advanced 
techniques such as carrying an
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Climbing 1,377 steep steps — the 
equivalent of ascending some 70 
floors in a standard office building 
— can exert considerable physical 
strain on most people.

Add to this biting gusts, thin air 
at an altitude exceeding 4,000 
meters and a steep incline of over 
70 degrees, and one can begin to 
grasp a fraction of the rigorous con­
ditions that the border defense regi­
ment in Bedel, Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, deals with on a 
daily basis.

Their routine patrol entails scal­
ing 1,377 steps to reach China’s No 
3 boundary marker with Kyrgyz­
stan in Xinjiang’s Wushi county. 
The stairway is known as tianti in 
Mandarin, meaning sky ladder.

Simply reaching the base of the 
staircase is arduous for most of the 
year, as heavy snowfall renders 
sections of the rugged road from 
the troop’s camp — strewn with 
gravel and surrounded by steep 
cliffs and valleys — impassable by 
vehicles.

Soldiers have to trudge through 
the deep snow on foot.

Recalling his initial journey to 
the boundary marker in January 
2022, soldier Fu Yong recounted 
how his ears suffered severe blister­
ing in the freezing temperatures. 

“Our vehicle became immobile 
roughly two kilometers from the 
stairs due to heavy snowfall, forc­
ing us to wade forward in waist- 
deep snow while carrying our 
patrol gear to reach just the first 
step,” he said.

Lyu Mengfan, a soldier from 
Henan province, made his first vis­
it to the boundary pillar in August 
of 2023.

“I was filled with excitement and 
couldn’t resist sprinting ahead. By 
the time I neared the marker, my 
strength had waned, and a senior 
soldier had to assist me and pull 
me up for the final stretch,” he said. 

Upon reaching the summit, Lyu 
was stunned by the landscape. 

“The endless expanse of rolling 
mountains cloaked in pristine 
white snow, bathed in golden sun­
light at the peak left me in awe,” he 
said.

Lyu Mengfan, soldier from a 
border defense regiment in 
Bedel, Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region

Wang 

Xiaoyu 

Reporter's

log

Calvary riders and local herders participate in a traditional goat
fighting event in Baicheng in mid-January.

dedicated over a decade to their 
posts.

While their stories may not be 
widely circulated, they take pride 
in their roles and find continuous 
inspiration to persevere through 
hardships.

With the nation’s socioeconom­
ic progress, their living and work­
ing conditions have also gradually 
improved.

During my visit to a border 
patrol unit, I saw a new indoor 
facility providing a bright and 
warm space for soldiers to play 
basketball, work out, read books 
and play board games in their lei­
sure time.

Family members of border police

horse’s body, particularly its neck, to 
encourage it to lay down. I also use 
verbal cues,” she said.

When the horse shows signs of lay­
ing down, Mareyam emphasized the 
importance of quickly removing the 
saddle to prevent harming the horse. 

A trick is to tuck a cube of sugar in a 
pocket in advance and feed the horse 
as a reward when it successfully fol­
lows directions, she said.

Mikrayi Sidik, who is only four 
years older than Mareyam, is already 
a skilled rider and acts as a mentor for 
beginners like Mareyam.

Growing up in Laohutai township, 
Uygur Mikrayi learned horse riding 
from a very young age and used to 
ride a donkey to deliver food to rela­
tives tending to herds on mountain 
grasslands.

“Where I grew up, horse riding is 
an essential skill for children and 
everyone takes pride in our ability to 
ride horses,” she said.

Following in her father’s footsteps, 
a well-known local veterinarian, 
Mikrayi studied veterinary medicine 
in college and sometimes accompa­
nied her father on medical consulta­
tions.

“In 2015, my father was called out 
to treat one of the cavalry’s injured

horses. He took me along and I got 
the opportunity to have a close look at 
the cavalry’s training and drills for the 
first time,” she said.

Mikrayi was instantly fascinated. “It 
felt like I was under a spell. I was lean­
ing on the door frame, staring intently 
at the riders training in the field. My 
father had to yell at me to snap me out 
of it so that I could come inside and 
lend him a helping hand,” she said.

When she expressed her desire to 
join the calvary after graduating in 
2020, both her father and the calvary 
officials initially rejected her proposal. 

“My father hoped that with a col­
lege degree, I would move to the city 
and find a more relaxed job,” she said. 
“The calvary turned me down at first 
because they hadn’t recruited female 
members for a long time due to the 
physically demanding nature of the 
job,” she said.

Nevertheless, Mikrayi’s determina­
tion was so unwavering that she 
began practicing horse tiding while 
working after graduation and grab­
bed every opportunity to visit the cal­
vary’s training grounds to learn from 
them.

In time, her perseverance changed 
the mind of her father and her 
increasingly proficient equestrian 
skills impressed the cavalry mem­
bers.

In August of 2022, she officially 
became a calvary member and was 
recently appointed head of the calva­
ry’s female unit.

Reflecting on her journey, Mikrayi 
admitted to moments of panic and 
tears under intense pressure.

There was one day when Mikrayi 
found herself unable to grip the reins 
no matter how hard she tried because 
her hands were frozen and numb in 
the heavy snowfall.

“At that moment, scenes of my 
friends of my age relaxing in their 
warm houses flashed through my 
mind. I questioned myself on why I 
had to shiver in the coldness and felt 
on the verge of crying,” she said.

“But I soon collected myself, 
reminding myself that it was not easy 
for me to join the cavalry and realize 
my dream of becoming a professional 
rider and protecting my home and 
country she said.

As the only horse riding calvary in 
China, it has become a bit of an attrac­
tion for tourism. The cavalry now 
puts on equestrian shows in Laohutai 
township for paying visitors.

The influx of tourists has led local 
officials to encourage residents to 
open shops, guesthouses, farm stays 
and yurts, creating jobs for more 
than 240 local people as a result. On 
average, their monthly income has 
risen by over 2,000 yuan ($275), offi­
cials said.

“One side of the marker repre­
sents my homeland, while the oth­
er side is a neighboring nation. It 
dawmed on me the tangible signifi­
cance of our duty as border sol­
diers,” he added.

Through rigorous physical 
training and acclimatization to 
high altitudes, Lyu is now able to 
complete the 1,377 steps in about 
half an hour, a marked improve­
ment from his initial attempt that 
took over an hour.

“Several veteran soldiers in our 
regiment have served here for more 
than a decade, akin to unyielding 
rocks safeguarding our country’s 
border. Their unwavering dedica­
tion serves as a profound source of 
inspiration for us,” he said.

The spirit of the border soldiers 
in Bedel is encapsulated in three 
principles: to endure like solid 
rock, to stand resilient like a pine 
tree, and to be as sharp as a sword. 
These principles are engraved on a 
stone wall at their military out­
post.

Built in the 1990s to prevent 
mudslides, the 6-meter-tall, 36-me- 
ter-long wall bears the names of 
143 soldiers who have exemplified 
the qualities of perseverance, resil­
ience and sharpness through their 
dedicated contributions.

“Naturally, we all aspire to see 
our names etched on the wall 
before retiring from the unit. More 
importantly, we strive to be part of 
a collective force embodying these 
values, inspiring fellow soldiers to 
uphold our spirit in safeguarding 
our land,” Lyu said.

By WANG XIAOYU 

in Aksu, Xinjiang 

wangxiaayu@chinadaily.cmn.cn
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Soldiers scale a total of 1,377 stairs on a “sky ladder" to China’s No 3 
boundary marker with Kyrgyzstan, which is perched on a mountain 
at an altitude of 4,200 meters above the sea level in Wushi, Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region, photos by feng yongbin / china daily
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We strive to be part 
of a collective force 
embodying these 
values, inspiring 
fellow soldiers to 
uphold our spirit in 
safeguarding our 
land.”
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A rider from the cavalry unit trains on a steeplechase in Baicheng, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, in mid-January. 
PHOTOS BY FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY
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Inheritor dances in dedication
to preserving precious culture
NPC deputy promotes folk songs, rhythms of the Yi ethnic group in schools
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Village keeps ancient paper-making tradition alive
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Lu (front) performs tiaocai customs at a community gathering in 
Nanjian.
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Contact the writers at
dengrui @chinadaily.com.cn

The symphony Silk Road Across Hanhai is staged in Hami city, Xinji­
ang Uygur autonomous region. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

By LI YINGQING in Kunming 

and DENGRUI

By CHEN LIANG

chenliang@chinadaily.com.cn

deep integration of traditional 
craftsmanship inheritance and the 
cultural tourism industry.

Thanks to her initiative, the Nan­
jian Tiaocai 2008 Creative Park, 
spanning over 5,000 square meters, 
opened earlier this year. This project 
makes use of residential buildings, 
old homesteads and idle rural land 
to become a tourism resort. It pro­
motes a range of businesses such as 
banquet reception, skill inheritance, 
study tours and sales of agricultural 
products.

By boosting economic benefits for 
communities and increasing local 
incomes, die project is expected to 
enhance totalization of die county. 

“Despite overall positive trends in 
the preservation of these intangible

Tourists and tea merchants who 
bought paper to wrap their tea 
products grew fond of these new 
styles, and prices surged signifi­
cantly.

In 2014, Ai founded a handmade 
art company, encouraging the vil­
lage’s paper-making households to 
join. Combining market demand, 
the company has developed over 
20 cultural and creative products, 
including table lamps, notebooks 
and handbags. These products 
have been exported to Southeast 
Asian countries such as Myanmar 
and Thailand. “We want our paper 
to enter people’s daily lives and 
become part of everyday con­
sumption,” she said.

Last year, the village’s paper pro­
duction exceeded 3.9 million 
sheets, with an output value of 
over 7.8 million yuan ($1.1 mil­
lion), providing employment for 
more than 120 locals and increas­
ing the local per capita income by 
over 30,000 yuan.

Ai said that paper, like people, 
has emotions. “If you treat it well, 
it will naturally not let you down.”

Paper is one of the four great 
inventions of ancient China. When 
Ai was 13, she first learned about 
Cai Lun, the inventor of the paper­
making process during the East­
ern Han (25-220) dynasty. When 
Ai read a description of Cai’s 
paper-making in her history text­
book, she was immediately 
reminded of how the elderly peo­
ple in her village would craft hand­
made paper.

After graduating from junior 
high school, Ai took up the mantle 
of older generations and returned 
to the village to practice paper­
making, which she has continued 
for nearly 20 years.

The paper produced in die vil­
lage is known as mulberry bark 
paper, made from bark taken from 
mulberry trees. From mid-April to 
September each year, villagers 
climb nearby mountains to cut the 
trees and strip their bark, carrying 
it back to dry and store, preparing 
what is needed for the next year’s 
paper-making.

One sheet of paper takes three 
days to make. The process includes 
soaking, steaming, pulping, sheet­
forming and drying.

KUNMING — In a small village 
in Yunnan province, a crystal-clear 
stream has been more than just a 
source of water for generations — 
it has been the lifeblood of an 
ancient paper-making tradition.

When she played in the stream 
as a child, local artisan Ai Ye liked 
to watch her village elders soak 
and wash the mulberry bark that 
would later be transformed into 
delicate sheets of handmade 
paper.

“We mimicked the adults when 
we played in the water,” she said. 
“It was like a game. But gradually, I 
fell in love with the craft.”

Unlike many of her peers who 
left the village to seek work in cit­
ies, Ai chose to stay and carry on 
the tradition. “Paper-making 
calms my mind,” she said.

Mangtuan, a multi-ethnic village 
predominantly inhabited by the Dai 
people and located in the Gengma 
Dai and Va autonomous county, is 
renowned for its handmade paper. 
Of the 179 households in the village, 
over 60 are engaged in paper-mak­
ing year round, with more than 100 
participating during the off-season 
after tiie harvest.
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Lu Lihua, a provincial-level inher­
itor of the national intangible cul­
tural heritage “dage”, a kind of Yi 
ethnic folk song and dance, and a 
deputy to the 14 th National People’s 
Congress from Southwest China’s 
Yunnan province, lias dedicated 14 
years to the preservation and pro­
motion of ethnic culture and rural 
vitalization.

Bom in 1987 in Fengxian village, 
Nanjian Yi autonomous county in 
Dali Bai autonomous prefecture, Lu 
is a member of the Yi ethnic group. 
Growing up in this area known for 
its abundance of Yi ethnic culture, 
she learned a lot of traditional folk 
songs and dances from the elders 
during her childhood.

In 2011, Lu quit her job as an 
actress of ethnic song and dance in 
Kunming, capital of Yunnan, and 
returned to Nanjian to join the local 
tiaocai art troupe, dedicating her­
self to the preservation and promo­
tion of intangible cultural heritage 
and grassroots cultural work.

Through her tireless efforts, Nan­
jian, known as the birthplace of two 
Yi ethnic cultural practices — dage 
and tiaocai — now thrives with over 
300 folk dance troupes and more 
than 2,000 performers.

Dage is a traditional form of recre­
ation where people form a circle 
around a fire and dance and sing in 
a rhythmic manner. Tiaocai is a 
food-serving style that combines
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Arts, fully showcasing Hami’s 
diverse historical culture and rich 
tourism resources.

“With the strong support of the 
Beijing Municipal Bureau of Cul­
ture and Tourism, the National 
Centre for the Performing Arts and 
the Beijing Symphony Orchestra, 
the concert and promotion in this 
world-class arts venue will help 
showcase Hami’s unique charm as 
an important node on the ancient 
Silk Road,” Hu said.

It will help vividty display Xin­
jiang’s image, stimulate artistic 
creation related to Xinjiang, tap 
into the cultural resources of the 
region and boost the local tour­
ism industry, he added.

Hami, the only prefecture in Xin­
jiang that spans the Tianshan 
Mountains and neighboring Gansu 
province to the east, has been 
known as the “gateway to the west­
ern regions” since ancient times. 
The region boasts unique and 
diverse natural landscapes, with 
oases dotting the Gobi Desert to the 
south of the eastern Tianshan 
Mountains, and forests and grass­
lands sprawling across the north­
ern slope of the mountain range.

The Hami Pterosaur-Yardang 
National Geopark, located on the 
ancient Silk Road, is one of the 
world’s largest and most spectacu­
lar Yardang landform groupings, 
with tiie largest concentration of 
pterosaur fossils.

Last year, Hami received nearly 
15 percent more tourists than in 
2023, achieving tourism revenue of 
13.2 billion yuan ($1.83 billion).

Hami city is striving to transform 
itself into a cultural hub, with origi­
nal works continuously emerging. 
The large-scale fusion stage drama 
Zuo Gong Liu, a 2024 National Art 
Fund-supported project, is also 
scheduled to be performed in Bei­
jing in the near future.
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“The paper does not require 
bleaching. As long as the sunshine 
is good and the water from the 
stream is clear, the paper will be 
white,” Ai said.

Hundreds of years ago, Mangtu­
an was designated as the county’s 
official paper-making village, and 
the paper made there was used to 
transcribe Buddhist scriptures, 
playing a vital role in preserving 
and disseminating religious texts. 

In 2006, the Dai paper-making 
technique was included in the 
national intangible cultural heri­
tage list, with Mangtuan being 
named one of two heritage sites. It 
was also the year that Ai returned 
to the village for paper-making.

Despite the presence of a large 
modern paper factory just 100 
kilometers away, Mangtuan’s tra­
ditional craft has not only sur­
vived, but thrived.

Taking the traditional white 
paper as a starting point, Ai made 
innovative use of fresh flowers and 
leaves, arranging them in patterns 
she designed. She also experi­
mented with coloring the flowers, 
and researched techniques to pre­
vent dehydration.

, "L ’J

dance, music, acrobatics and dining 
traditions. Both art forms were des­
ignated as national intangible cul­
tural heritage projects in 2008.

“Both the dage and tiaocai cus­
toms serve to bolster social cohesion 
and foster communication and inte­
gration among communities,” Lu 
said.

In 2023, she was elected as an 
NPC deputy. Since then, about half 
of the 11 proposals she has proposed 
focus on ethnic cultural protection 
and rural vitalization.

Last year, she called for the estab­
lishment of a major pilot project for 
the systematic protection and sus­
tainable development of intangible 
cultural heritage at tiie national two 
sessions, aiming to promote the

Li
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On Friday evening, the sympho­
ny Silk Road Across Hanhai (End­
less Desert) will make its debut at 
tiie National Centre for the Per­
forming Arts in Beijing.

The symphony was created by' 
brothers Zheng Junsheng and 
Zheng Junli and commissioned by 
tiie government of Hami city in the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region.

Led by famous young conductor 
Li Haoran and performed by the 
Beijing Symphony Orchestra, “tiie 
symphony aims to use the language 
of music to tell tiie story of Xinjiang 
within the grand context of the Belt 
and Road Initiative” Hu Dongming, 
vice-mayor of Hami city, said at a 
news conference on Wednesday in 
Beijing.

Hami is located at the eastern 
gateway of Xinjiang on the Silk 
Road Economic Belt and is sur­
rounded by tiie Gobi Desert. It 
boasts a profound historical and 
cultural heritage, making it a hub of 
“hanhai culture”, Hu said.

The roughly 70-minute sympho­
ny is presented in a suite format, 
consisting of five movements with a 
total of 15 musical pieces, said 
Zheng Junsheng. The composer 
said the first movement uses deep 
brass and string instruments to 
slowly depict tiie solitude of the 
desert and tiie rhythmic pulse of 
life, guiding the audience through 
history to revisit the legendary and 
vibrant land of hanhai.

The second movement portrays 
the fantastical landscapes and cul­
tural splendor of the desert in 
Hami, “showcasing the vastness of 
hanhai and humanity’s resilience 
and pursuit in the face of nature”

The third movement tries to 
showcase the brilliance and cul­
tural fusion of tiie Silk Road, while 
the fourth depicts the modern 
hanhai landscape and vitality, 
extolling tiie spirit of the Silk Road 
from ancient times to the present, 
narrating humanity’s pursuit of 
light and the collective dream of 
shaping the future.

The final movement portrays the 
grand vision of the Silk Road con­
necting the world and building a 
community of shared destiny 
through majestic music.

During the performance, the 
Hami government will set up a 
“Meet Hami” cultural market and 
photo exhibition outside tiie 
National Centre for the Performing

Hu Dongming, vice-mayor of
Hami city, Xinjiang Uygur
autonomous region

Lu Lihua leads a dage performance at a junior 
high school in Nanjian Yi autonomous county, 
Yunnan province, photos provided to china daily
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The symphony aims 
to use the language 
of music to tell the 
story of Xinjiang 
within the grand 
context of the Belt 
and Road Initiative.”
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cultural heritage projects, several 
challenges still exist,” she said.

Lu noted issues such as insuffi­
cient funding, a scarcity of talent, 
limited market recognition, as well 
as the aging of the inheritors. Unsta­
ble incomes frequently prompt 
young practitioners w'ho have 
acquired the art to switch their pro­
fessions, posing a risk for the contin­
uous transmission of the intangible 
cultural heritage.

To tackle those challenges, Lu has 
integrated the folk arts with various 
industries like catering, w'edding 
services and tourism, w'hich has cre­
ated job opportunities for tens of 
thousands of locals directly or indi­
rectly, she said.

Lu has also actively promoted tiie 
inclusion of intangible cultural heri­
tage in the school curriculum in 
Nanjian. By introducing these val­
ued traditions into education, she 
aims to inspire children to appreci­
ate and protect their cultural heri­
tage.

Lu said she will carry on the pro­
tection and promotion of the intan­
gible cultural heritage by 
developing a better training mecha­
nism for the inheritors and encour­
aging more young people to 
participate.

She will also work with enterpris­
es and government departments to 
develop cultural projects and boost 
rural vitalization.
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Silk Road symphony to 
debut to capital audience
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From top: Ai Ye works on handmade paper products at her compa­
ny in Mangtuan village, Gengma county in Yunnan province, on 
March 4. ding ning/ xinhua Villagers promote handmade paper prod­
ucts in Mangtuan on March 4. xinhua
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Workers adjust dredging pipes at Eramet's floating wet concentration plant in Lompoul, Senegal, on Feb 12.
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Workers fix a water pump inside the Eramet floating wet 
concentration plant in Lompoul, Senegal, on Feb 12.

A resident shows dirty water coming from one of the water
points in the village of Foth, Senegal, on Feb 11.

he jagged 23-kilometer-long scar that the gigantic 
rig has left for mining zircon — which is used in 
ceramics and the building industry — is so big that 
it is visible from space.

Amid a deafening din, the massive machine sucks up 
thousands of tons of mineral sands an hour, moving forward 
on an artificial lake created with water pumped from deep 
underground.

It is now tearing through the dunes of Lompoul — one of 
the smallest and most beautiful deserts in the world — a 
tourist hot spot by the endless beaches of Senegal’s Atlantic
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French giant mine machine 
devours Senegal’s fertile coast
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Losing land
Local communities also accuse the mine of destroying and 

“degrading the soil and the dunes” and threatening their 
water and food security.

Farmers say the compensation for the land is based on 
guidelines dating from the 1970s and does not make up for 
the irredeemable loss of revenue from their once-fertile 
fields.

The hollows between the dunes were oases, a rare ecosys­
tem “which produced until recently 80 percent of the fresh 
vegetables eaten in Senegal” according to mayor Gaye.

Gaye said locals were initially optimistic about the mining. 
But all they have gotten were “broken promises, intimida­

tion, the destruction of our ecosystem and the catastrophic 
moving of villages. Economic development has gone back­
ward”, he added.

Gathered in the square of one of the new settlements at Foth, 
120 km north of capital Dakar, Omar Keita and around two 
dozen other heads of families were quick to show their anger. 

“We want our land back and our village rebuilt so we can 
go back to how we were living before,” Keita, 32, said.

He said he was not given a new home and showed where 
his wife and three children have lived for the past six years — 
a single room ‘loaned by my big brother”, a mattress lying on 
the floor.

EGC’s managing director Frederic Zanklan insisted that 
“every family was rehoused in relation to how they were 
when the count was made”, adding that it was “nothing to 
do” with them if families had since grown.

“Here I have to work in other people’s fields,” he said. 
Ibrahima Ba, 60, was equally livid. “We have gone back­

ward in every way he said.
While still a farmer, today’s harvests are nothing like what 

they were “in my village, the soil was very fertile, we had 
fresh water and we had no problems’:

He called on President Faye and his prime minister to help 
them “because a foreign country is destroying the life of Sen­
egalese citizens’:

An aerial view of the Eramet mine on March 7. This “world's biggest mining dredger" has swallowed up the fertile coastal 
strip where most of Senegal's vegetables are grown.

Eramet's floating wet 
concentration plant 
in the Lompoul desert, 
Senegal, photos by 
PATRICK MEINHARDT / AFP

A

Women carrying buckets and wood on their heads walk in
the village of Foth, Senegal, on Feb 11.
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Workers approach the dredger by boat at the Eramet's float­
ing wet concentration plant in Lompoul, Senegal, on Feb 12.
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coast.
Thousands of formers and their families have been dis­

placed over the past decade to make way for the colossal 
floating factory run by the French mining group Eramet. 

It denies any wrongdoing, insists its operations are exem­
plary and even plans to step up the pace of mining.

But locals accuse it of destroying this rich but delicate eco­
system on the western edge of Africa’s semiarid Sahel 
Region.

The project has brought “despair and disillusion” said 
Gora Gaye, the mayor of Diokoul Diawrigne district which 
takes in Lompoul.

Senegal’s President Bassirou Diomaye Faye has also spo­
ken out against extractive mining practices, saying some 
“local populations do not benefit”. He doubled down earlier 
this month, demanding more transparency and oversight of 
“social and environmental impacts”.

His government was elected last year promising a radical 
break with the past and to reclaim Senegal’s sovereignty, par­
ticularly from the influence of former colonial power Fiance. 

Eramet Giande Cote, or EGC, Senegalese subsidiary of the 
Eramet, insisted it was a “responsible company” that has 
compensated locals “five times more” for the loss of their 
land than national guidelines, up to $16,575 per hectare.

But what are they left with afterward, asked a hotelier who 
runs a desert eco-lodge of traditional tents in Lompoul, 
where until recently the only sounds were from seabirds and 
passing camels.

“The mine is moving forward: the fete of people once the 
mine has passed is no longer their problem,” he said, the roar 
of the gigantic dredger 150 meters away almost drowning 
him out as it ate through the landscape.

Of Lompoul’s seven tourist camps, six have accepted 
Eramet’s money and have moved. The hotelier is holding out 
for “just” compensation for him and his 40 employees.
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By JAN YUMUL in Hong Kong 

jan@chinadailyapac.com

Agencies andXinhua contributed to
this story.

The happiness ranking is based 
on a three-year average of individu­
als’ self-assessed evaluations of life 
satisfaction, as well as GDP per capi­
ta, social support, healthy life 
expectancy, freedom, generosity 
and corruption.

“It seems that Finnish people are 
relatively satisfied with their lives,” 
Frank Martela, an assistant profes­
sor specializing in well-being and 
happiness research at Aalto Univer­
sity, told AFP.

from the United Kingdom, agreed. 
“Seems like everyone is a lot more 

in touch with nature, going outside 
and socializing, more of a communi­
ty,” he told AFP.

This year, the authors of the hap­
piness report said new evidence 
indicates that engaging in acts of 
generosity and believing in the 
kindness of others are “significant 
predictors of happiness, even more 
so than earning a higher salary:

They also noted that in general 
“people are too pessimistic about the 
kindness of their communities” and 
that “the return rate of lost wallets is 
much higher than people expeef:

Nordic countries also “rank 
among the top places for expected 
and actual return of lost wallets”

Afghanistan, plagued by a 
humanitarian catastrophe since the 
Taliban regained control in 2020, 
once again ranked as the unhappi­
est country in the world.

Well-functioning society
It could largely be explained by 

Finns living in “quite a well-func­
tioning society; he said.

He added that the Nordic coun­
tries also have relatively strong wel­
fare systems, with parental leave, 
unemployment benefits and mostly 
universal healthcare — which also 
contribute to higher levels of well­
being on average.

Jamie Saija-Lambert, a profession­
al video gamer who moved to Finland

their dogs,” said Holm. “But Beijing 
only exists because of its ability to 
master its waterways through these 
canals. Yet, after thousands of years, 
these rivers have been forgotten. We 
basically just needed to revitalize 
these hidden corridors and make 
them accessible again.”

For Holm, the renovation of the 
Liangma River was to create a “soft 
living space” boosting local busi­
nesses and enhancing residents’ 
quality of life. “When urbanization 
reaches a certain level, it’s not just 
about quantity — more routes and 
housing — but about making life in 
the city more livable, increasing 
the quality of life, and making peo­
ple happier,” he said.

Today, the Liangma River has 
become a beloved urban retreat, 
drawing comparisons to Paris’ 
Seine River.

But Holm’s vision extends beyond 
urban projects. In 2020, he and his 
wife transformed his in-laws’ 
orchard into an organic form and 
green school called FunFarmFam, 
inspired by Denmark’s green educa­
tion models.

By YANG RAN

yangranl@chinadaily.crnn.cn

Jazeera reported on Thursday.
He also said Hamas remained 

committed to die original cease-fire 
framework agreed in January.

Tuesdays first day of resumed air­
strikes killed more than400 Palestini­
ans, one of the deadliest days of die 
war. At least 510 Palestinians have 
been killed in die past three days, 
more tiian half of them women and 
children, IOialil Al-Deqran, the 
spokesman of the territory’s health 
ministry told Reuters. Al Jazeera how­
ever, reported the death toll as 506.

During the latest bombardments, 
five staff members of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East, or UNRWA, have been killed in 
the past few days, the agency’s Com­
missioner-General Philippe Lazzari- 
ni said on Thursday.

Lazzarini said he feared the worst 
was yet to come as Israeli bombard­
ments continue by land and sea, as 
well as an ongoing ground operation. 

The Israeli military, however, said 
it did not strike a UN compound in 
Deir al-Balali, and called on media 
outlets “to act with caution regard­
ing unverified reports” 

an egg on Thursday. Police later con­
firmed bananas were also thrown.

Police have not identified the 
attacker. But authorities have point­
ed to Yoon supporters, who were 
staging a protest in the area.

“In light of the gravity of the case, 
we have formed an investigation 
task force,” the Seoul Metropolitan 
Police Agency said in a statement.

Opposition lawmakers visited 
the National Police Agency, urging 
the police to reinforce security near 
the court

Police plan to deploy “100 percent 
of available personnel” and are pre­
pared to mobilize “all available 
equipment” on the day of the verdict 
to prevent clashes near the court, 
according to a police report seen by 
AFP on Thursday.

About 14,000 officers from 210 
riot police units, more than half of 
the entire national riot police force,

In a world where career paths are 
often linear, Morten Holm, a 
56-year-old Danish architect, exem­
plifies die dynamic “slash” lifestyle, 
seamlessly transitioning from 
architect to urban designer, and 
now operator of a nature school on 
a suburban form. Yet, beneatii these 
varied tides lies a singular goal: to 
create urban oases that harmonize 
city life witii nature.

Holm’s journey began in a small 
Danish town, a place apart from the 
bustiing cities of China where he has 
spent over two decades. “It’s hard to 
draw that path from die beginning,” 
Holm reflected. “Everything I do is 
very much connected, allowing me 
to take advantage of everything I 
have learned and accumulated over 
time. It feels like one shift, and then 
you start something new.”

His first visit to China was a 
business trip in 2001, which 
sparked a curiosity that would 
change his life. “Every morning, I 
would sneak out to explore the city 
before the meetings,” he recalled. 
The vibrant streets, the bit chaotic 
yet lively hutongs, and the city’s 
transformation captivated him.

Ten years later, Holm decided to 
move to China, selling his stake in 
his Danish architectural firm and 
setting up a new partnership in 
China “to understand and learn 
from or even be part of the coun­
try’s rapid development”.

Archiland, the design company 
Holm partnered witii, now oper­
ates across several Chinese cities, 
focusing on sustainable architec­
ture and urban design. Among the 
projects he has undertaken in Chi­
na, tiie renovation of Beijing’s 
Liangma River stands out as the 
most impressive one to him.

Inspired by Copenhagen’s urban 
revitalization projects, the local 
government in the Chaoyang dis­
trict of Beijing held a competition 
for the renovation of the Liangma 
River, as Holm recalled. “And the 
design plan of our combined team 
with Nordiq informed the final 
adopted and executed plan.”

Before the renovation, Liangma 
River was a neglected, inaccessible, 
and ecologically degraded area. “It 
was mostly for old people walking

Foreign staff members injured in an airstrike on a UN compound are transferred to Al-Aqsa Martyrs
Hospital in central Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, louay abu khousa / ap

meals alone the previous day, the 
report said.

‘The increasing number of people 
who eat alone is one reason for 
declining well-being in the United 
States,” it said.

It also noted that the United States 
was one of few countries to see a rise 
in the so-called “deaths of despair’; 
from suicide or substance abuse, at a 
time when such deaths are declining 
in a majoiity of countries.

The study was done in partnership 
with the analytics firm Gallup and 
the UN Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network.

The report surveyed people 
worldwide in 2022-2024, before US 
President Donald Thump’s shake-up 
of national and global affairs since 
returning to the White House in 
January.

Nordic countries all stayed 
among the 10 happiest, witii Den­
mark, Iceland and Sweden trailing 
Finland, which slightly extended its 
lead over runner-up Denmark.

the war’s stated objectives remained 
unfulfilled. The hostages had not 
been recovered, and Hamas contin­
ued to govern Gaza,” Batu said.

Although large-scale protests in 
Israel demanded action to secure the 
release of hostages, they failed to influ­
ence government policy, he noted. 

“ (US President Donald) Trump’s 
pledge to end wars played a decisive 
role in this turn of events. However, 
this promise did not prevent the war 
from resuming — ironically, it was 
Thump’s own support that facilitat­
ed its continuation. Now, in every 
proposed scenario for Gaza, Pales­
tinians find themselves either as tar­
gets or as passive subjects,” Batu 
added.

Effectively, he said, the situation 
has reverted to the pre-ceasefire sta­
tus quo.

“The only notable change is the 
occupant of the White House. While 
Israel secured the release of around 
30 hostages — a significant achieve­
ment — the fate of the remaining cap­
tives remains uncertain,” said Batu.

Sustainable goals
“We offer courses for both 

schools and families in animal and 
food literacy and sustainable 
development goals,” Holm said. 
‘These courses allow children to 
connect with nature. Our curricu­
lum goes beyond the classroom, 
creating a kind of school extension 
and serving as an urban oasis.” 

“Every weekend, we host family 
activities or special design thinking 
classes, encouraging students to 
solve real-life problems,” he added. 
“The ‘Green School’ has become a 
beacon for urban families seeking a 
connection with nature.”

Holm’s work also reflects a 
broader trend in China toward 
sustainable development. “China 
has changed dramatically in the 
past 20 years. It’s now a leader in 
new energy manufacturing and 
installation,” he observed.

Holm sees parallels between Chi­
na and Denmark, noting a shared 
pragmatic approach to develop­
ment and the potential for collabo­
ration. “Bilateral collaborations 
can be very fruitful in areas, includ­
ing agriculture, circular economy, 
and urban livabil ity,” he said.

impeached over his short-lived dec­
laration of martial law last year.

Han had been in the position of 
acting president for less than two 
weeks and was impeached on Dec 
27 after clashing with the opposi­
tion-led parliament by refusing to 
appoint three more justices to the 
Constitutional Court.

Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok 
assumed the position of acting presi­
dent while the cases of Yoon and 
Han were considered by the Consti­
tutional Court.

With police bracing for unrest 
ahead of an expected ruling on the fate 
of Yoon, opposition lawmakers called 
on Thursday for extra security after a 
Member of Parliament was hit in the 
face with an egg outside a court

Opposition MP Back Hye-ryun was 
addressing reporters outside the 
court, urging justices to uphold Yoon’s 
impeachment, when she was hit by

SEOUL — South Korea’s Constitu­
tional Court said on Thursday it will 
deliver a decision on Prime Minister 
Han Duck-soo’s impeachment on 
March 24, after he was suspended as 
acting president last year.

The ruling on whether to oust 
Han or restore his position will be 
carefully watched as it comes ahead 
of a highly anticipated impeach­
ment ruling by the same court on 
suspended President Yoon Suk-yeol. 

The Constitutional Court has yet 
to announce a date for its ruling on 
whether to uphold Yoon’s impeach­
ment or restore his presidential 
powers.

Han was impeached as acting 
president by South Korea’s parlia­
ment more than two months ago 
amid the country’s worst political 
turmoil in decades.

Han took over as acting leader 
from Yoon, who was himself

HELSINKI - The United States 
fell to its lowest happiness ranking 
ever partly due to a rise in the 
number of people in the US eating 
their meals alone, an annual 
UN-sponsored report said on 
Thursday.

Finland ranked as the world’s 
happiest country for the eighth 
straight year in the World Happi­
ness Report, with locals and 
experts thanking its grand lakes 
and strong welfare system for 
boosting its mood.

The United States fell to 24th 
place, its lowest score since the 
report was first published in 2012, 
when it recorded its highest show­
ing at number 11.

“The number of people dining 
alone in the United States has 
increased 53 percent over the past 
two decades,” the authors said, not­
ing that sharing meals “is strongly 
linked with well-being”.

In 2023, roughly one in four US 
citizens reported eating all their

Morten Holm poses for a picture at his farm, the FunFarmFam, 
located in the suburbs of Beijing, last November, yang ran/ china daily

Israel began conducting “ground 
operations” in the northern Gaza 
Strip on Thursday following its lat­
est round of attacks that have killed 
hundreds of people in the enclave, 
drawing condemnation from the 
international community which 
demanded that Israel end violence 
and return to talks.

A day after launching a new ground 
campaign in central Gaza, the Israeli 
military said on Thursday it had 
begun conducting ground operations 
in the north of the enclave, along the 
coastal route in the area of Beit Lahia. 

The Israel Defense Forces, or IDF, 
said its troops aimed to “expand the 
security zone and to create a partial 
buffer between northern and south­
ern Gaza”.

The Israeli military also said as part 
of the ground activities, the troops 
expanded their control further to the 
center of the Netzarim Corridor.

The renewed offensive shattered a 
relative calm that had pervaded since 
the truce took hold in mid-January.

The first stage of the Gaza cease­
fire, which largely halted more 
than 15 months of fighting, expired 
early this month amid deadlock 
over next steps.

Israel blames the new fighting on 
Hamas for refusing to accept revised 
ceasefire terms. Hamas, in turn, has 
accused Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of unilaterally upending 
the truce and putting hostages “at 
risk of an unknown fate.”

Sami Abu Zuhri, a Hamas leader, 
said the ground operation and 
advance toward the Netzarim Corri­
dor, cutting off northern Gaza from 
the south, will completely destroy 
the cease-fire agreement, the Pales­
tinian Information Center reported. 

Hamas spokesman Abdul Latif 
Al-Qanou said the group was work­
ing with negotiators to “spare our 
people from war permanently”, Al

will be stationed in the capital Seoul. 
“Plainclothes officers will be posi­

tioned inside the Constitutional 
Court, while police special forces 
will remain on standby in surround­
ing areas,” the report stated.

Police have restricted access to 22 
rooftops near the court and the area 
has been designated a “no-fly zone” 
with authorities preparing “anti­
drone equipment”

The country’s acting police chief 
has said previously the area around 
the court will be designated “a pro- 
test-free zone”.

In addition to the impeachment 
verdict, Yoon also faces a criminal 
trial on charges of insurrection for 
declaring martial law in December, 
making him the first sitting South 
Korean president to stand trial in a 
criminal case.
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A man shovels to clear the snow in front of a grocery store during 
a blizzard in Omaha, Nebraska, on Wednesday, chris machian via ap
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Editor’s note: China Daily presents the series Friends Afar to tell the
stories ofpeople-to-people exchanges between China and other countries. 
Through the vivid narration of the people in the stories, readers can get a
better understanding of a country that is boosting openness.

Renewed attacks 
in Gaza shatter 
calm, drawing 
criticism from 
inti community

From architect to creator of 
urban oasis: Danish man’s
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Various Arab states have 
denounced Israel’s latest aggression. 

The Ministerial Committee 
assigned by the Joint-Arab Islamic 
Extraordinary Summit released a 
statement through the Saudi Minis­
try of Foreign Affairs on Thursday. 

It denounced the raids launched 
by Israeli forces, particularly in are­
as populated by unarmed civilians. 

It also criticized Israel’s latest 
moves as “undermining the efforts 
to de-escalate tensions and achiev­
ing stability in the region”

On Wednesday, thousands of dem­
onstrators rallied in Jerusalem, slam­
ming Netanyahu’s government over 
efforts to remove key security and 
judicial officials following the col­
lapse of the Gaza cease-fire. They also 
demanded that the government 
secure the release of all hostages.

Gokhan Batu, an analyst on Israel 
studies at the Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies in Turkiye, told Chi­
na Daily that it is undeniable the 
cease-fire was accepted by Israel 
under pressure from the United 
States.

“By January, Netanyahu had no 
intention of agreeing to a ceasefire, as
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Europe aims at defense boost
White paper readied amid concerns over US role as security guarantor for EU
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Trump urges Fed to cut rates as tariffs bring uncertainty
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By YIFAN XU in Washington 

yifanxu@chinadailyusa.com

By CHEN WEIHUA in Brussels 

chenweihua@chinadaily.com.cn

and, more recently, for more clarity to do is to wait here for greater clarity 
about the impact of Trump’s policies, about what the economy is doing.”

“We’re not going to be in any hurry
to move,” Powell said. “The right thing

The European Union aims to dra­
matically boost its defense capabili­
ties amid growing concerns of a less 
reliable United States as the bloc’s 
traditional security guarantor, 
according to a white paper released 
by the European Commission on 
Wednesday.

The commission said the white 
paper “Readiness 2030” is “an 
ambitious packaging providing 
financial levers to EU member 
states to drive an investment surge 
in defense capabilities”.

“The era of the peace dividend is 
long gone. The security architecture 
that we relied on can no longer be 
taken for granted,” European Com­
mission President Ursula von der 
Leyen said.

“Europe is ready to step up. We 
must invest in defense, strengthen 
our capabilities, and take a proact­
ive approach to security.”

EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kal­
las said for the past decades, the EU 
has not put a high enough price on 
defense.

“We must spend more,” she said. 
The white paper was released

tariffs, appear to have tilted die US 
economy toward slower growth and 
at least temporarily higher inflation, 
Powell said on Wednesday.

With overall sentiment sliding due 
to policy “turmoil”, prices are projec­
ted to rise faster than expected per­
haps largely because of Trump’s 
plans to levy duties on imports from 
US trading partners, Powell said aft­
er the Fed announced it had held its 
benchmark overnight rate steady in 
the 4.25-4.5 percent range.

Fed policymakers still expect the 
central bank to deliver two quarter- 
percentage-point rate cuts by the 
end of this year, matching their pro­
jection in December. That’s largely 
due to weakened economic growth 
offsetting higher inflation, and what

stressed that April 2, when he plans 
to enact “reciprocal tariffs” designed 
to reset global trade, would be a ‘lib­
eration day” for the US economy. 

But he wants US interest rates to 
come down as well.

“The Fed would be much better 
off cutting rates as US tariffs start to 
transition (ease!) their way into the 
economy,” he posted.

During his first term, Trump 
repeatedly expressed disagreement 
with the Fed’s rate decisions, urging 
them to be lowered to boost the 
economy.

The Fed cut its benchmark inter­
est rate by a full percentage point last 
year, but has kept rates on hold this 
year as it waits for further evidence 
that inflation will continue to fall,

By BELINDA ROBINSON 

in New York 

behndarobinson@chinadailyusa.com

The US-China Higher Education 
Dialogue and other exchanges are 
crucial platforms for fostering under­
standing and cooperation amid geo­
political tensions, an expert says.

“The higher education relationship 
between the US and China continues 
to be strategically important to both 
countries,” Denis Simon, a nonresi­
dent fellow at the Quincy Institute 
and a senior lecturer at Duke Univer­
sity’s Asian Rtcific Studies Institute, 
said in an interview with China Daily. 

“China wants to educate its stu­
dents in a more international setting. 
The United States needs to increase 
its understanding of China,” he said. 

Simon said the dialogue has been 
convened twice since September 
2023, with a third meeting planned 
for Washington, DC, this year.

The last meeting in October 2024 
in Beijing was very productive, 
Simon noted, adding that “the high­
er education relationship between 
the US and China continues to be 
strategically important to both 
countries”.

He pointed to the drop in Chinese 
students studying in the US and 
what he called an alarmingly low 
number of US students in China.

According to the Open Doors 
report from the Institute of Interna­
tional Education, Chinese interna­
tional student enrollment dropped 
by 4.2 percent to 277,398 during the 
2023-24 academic year. Since the 
ntunber of Chinese students study­
ing in the US peaked at 370,000 in 
the 2018-19 academic year, it has 
dropped annually since.

He cited three tilings that were 
focused on in the Beijing meeting. 
One was “building up a brand, a glob­
al brand called ‘study abroad in Chi­
na”! The other two were promoting 
collaborative research and address­
ingpolicyissues.

The Washington meeting, accord­
ing to Simon, will aim to address 
policy issues impacting educational 
exchange — such as visa challenges 
and reciprocity concerns.

Powell called the “inertia” of not 
knowing what else to do given the 
muddled outlook.

“We understand that sentiment 
is quite negative at this time, and 
that probably has to do with tur­
moil at the beginning of an admin­
istration that’s making big 
changes,” Powell said.

Many economists have warned 
that the tariffs — which are being met 
with trade retaliation by some coun­
tries — threaten to possibly tip the US 
economy and others into recession. 

Trump has admitted that the 
economy may suffer “a little disturb­
ance” as his planned levies take hold, 
but that the United States is other­
wise on the cusp of a “golden age” 

In Wednesday’s message, he again

between Los Angeles and Beijing 
from May 1, said Annabelle Aston, 
director of international communi­
cations at United Airlines. It will 
have three flights a week using a 
Boeing 787-9 aircraft, she said.

The flights must begin between 
May 1 and May 11 under Depart­
ment of Transportation rules, as 
United must operate the route con­
sistently every three weeks for at 
least 90 days or the slot will be real­
located.

Failure to inaugurate service with 
a newly allocated frequency by May 
11 will result in the unused slots 
reverting to the department, it said. 

The United flight will have 257 
seats, 48 in business class, 21 in pre­
mium class and 188 in economy, 
according to the industry publica­
tion Aviation Week.

United also applied for exten-

Foreign Relations, argued that the 
EU should help private companies 
become more competitive through 
defense technology-guided indus­
trial policy.

“As the events of last month 
make alarmingly clear, Europeans 
are now' operating in more hostile 
and unpredictable geopolitical 
environment,” he wrote in a com­
mentary on the council’s website. 

“The question of how they now' 
defend themselves is more press­
ing than ever. Some aspects of this 
challenge can only be resolved over 
the long term. Enhancing the com­
petitiveness and productivity of the 
European defense industry is one 
such aspect,” he wrote.

Giuseppe Spatafora, a research­
er at the EU Institute for Security 
Studies, agreed, saying on X that 
“while Europe can’t cut its depend­
encies on the US overnight, it can 
mitigate risks by investing in stra­
tegic enablers”

“Wow, Japan and South Korea 
can participate, US and UK can­
not,” Joel Atkinson, a lecturer at 
Monash University in Australia 
who is now' based in Seoul, South 
Korea, said on X, referring to the 
new EU defense strategy.

Delta has said it will resume non­
stop flights between Los Angeles 
and Shanghai in June, using an Air­
bus A350.

Delta “remains committed to 
providing our Los Angeles custom­
ers with seamless access to destina­
tions worldwide”, said Joe Esposito, 
senior vice-president of network 
planning at Delta.

The company said it will also 
operate 17 weekly flights between 
the US and China, including exist­
ing routes from Detroit, Michigan, 
and Seattle, Washington State.

Air China has expanded its ser­
vice to the US and now has five 
flights a w'eek from New York to 
Beijing. Altogether it runs four 
flights a week to Beijing from four 
US cities and has a few going to 
Shanghai and Shenzhen from vari­
ous US cities.

presidency” wrote Kyle Jaros, an 
associate professor of global affairs 
at the University of Notre Dame, for 
the US-China Perception Monitor 
website in November 2024.

A group of House Republicans 
introduced a legislation on March 14 
to deny visas to Chinese students — 
part of the focus on China as a 
national security threat.

A US House committee said its 
chairman sent a letter to six US uni­
versities on Wednesday, requesting 
detailed information about their 
Chinese national students.

John Moolenaar, chairman of the 
House Select Committee on China, 
accused China of “embedding” 
researchers in leading US institu­
tions, “providing them direct expo­
sure to sensitive technologies with 
dual-use military applications’!

The US should stop overstretch­
ing the concept of national security, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes­
woman Mao Ning said on Thursday, 
urging it to refrain from harming 
die rights of Chinese students.

Chinese students account for 
about a quarter of international stu­
dents in the US, Mao said.

Dismissing Moolenaar’s remarks, 
Mao said China-US educational 
cooperation has enhanced mutual 
understanding between people on 
both sides and facilitated the US eco­
nomic prosperity and technological 
development.

Simon pointed to the positive 
impact of US education on Chinese 
professionals in various sectors and 
tiie contribution of Chinese stu­
dents to the internationalization of 
US campuses.

In November 2023, Chinese Presi­
dent Xi Jinping announced in San 
Francisco that China is ready to 
invite 50,000 US youngsters to China 
for exchange and study programs in 
five years. To implement the initia­
tive, China has set up a YES program 
— the Young Envoys Scholarship.

Simon expressed support for Chi­
na’s initiative, citing the need for 
increased people-to-people engage­
ment. He praised the YES program 
and expressed hope for the establish­
ment of a US version of the China 
Education Association for Interna­
tional Exchange to facilitate pro­
gram development.

‘My only complaint is that the US 
side does not have a counterpart 
agency to act and coordinate to 
develop programming on the US 
side,” he said. Simon suggested sev­
eral organizations, including the 
Institute of International Education 
and the American Council on Edu­
cation, as potential candidates.
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WASHINGTON - US President 
Donald Thump urged the Federal 
Reserve on Wednesday to cut inter­
est rates to help offset the effects of 
his tariffs, renewing his vocal disa­
greement with the central bank’s 
decision-making.

“Do the right thing,” Thump 
demanded in a post on his Truth 
Social site, hours after the Fed decid­
ed to hold rates steady, while reduc­
ing its growth forecast and hiking its 
inflation outlook.

The Federal Reserve has penciled 
in two rate cuts this year, but chair­
man Jerome Powell noted that 
“uncertainty today is unusually ele­
vated” and that inflation is ticking up. 

The Thump administration’s initial 
policies, including extensive import

T\vo US airlines will increase the 
number of their flights to Beijing 
and Shanghai this year after China 
eased its travel policy for foreign 
tourists.

The airlines are introducing more 
routes to Asia after China updated 
its visa-free transit policy in Decem­
ber to allow tourists from 54 coun­
tries, including the United States, to 
stay for up to 10 days.

United Airlines will add to its 
routes to include a flight between 
Los Angeles International Airport 
and Beijing Capital International 
Airport from May after gaining 
approval from the US Department 
of Transportation.

The airline will put on a new flight

sions of waivers on six routes that 
are not being used to their fullest: 
Newark, New Jersey, to Beijing; 
Newark to Shanghai; Washington 
to Beijing; Chicago to Beijing; Chic­
ago to Shanghai; and seven flights 
linking San Francisco to Shanghai. 

The US and China have air trans­
port agreements that allow US air­
lines to fly to China with 
Department of Transportation 
approval, as long as the flights are 
regular. During the pandemic, 
because of much less frequent trav­
el, the department granted the 
waivers, which have been extended 
as operations have only slowly 
returned to normal.

United now has daily flights 
from San Francisco to Beijing Capi­
tal Airport and from Shanghai Pud­
ong International Airpoit to both 
Los Angeles and San Francisco.

become more dependent on US 
weapons than before. European 
amis imports from the US skyrock­
eted by 155 percent over the 2020- 
24 period compared with the 2015- 
19 period.

Under the current EU blue­
print, defense companies from 
the US, the United Kingdom and 
Turkiye will be excluded from the 
loan plan unless those govern­
ments sign security agreements 
with the EU.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron lias long pushed for buying 
more French and European 
defense equipment

“Those who buy Patriot should 
be offered the new-generation 
Franco-Italian SAMP/T. Those who 
buy the F-35 should be offered the 
Rafale. That’s the way to increase 
the rate of production,” he told 
French media on Sunday.

EU leaders’ meeting in Brussels 
for a summit on Thursday and Fri­
day are expected to discuss the 
defense proposals, but also focus 
on other key issues such as the 
bloc’s economic competitiveness, 
EU budget and irregular migration. 

Juan Moscoso del Prado, a mem­
ber of the European Council on

A penguin trainer feeds geriatric African penguins in their exhibit area 
at the New England Aquarium, Boston, on Tuesday. The aquarium 
built a retirement exhibit for elderly penguins, barry chin / getty images

Train connections 
between Dhaka, the 
capital of Bangladesh, 
and the rest of the 
country are disrupted 
after a freight train 
derails at Kamalapur 
Railway Station, 
Dhaka, on Wednesday. 
The authorities 
managed to clear one 
of the two tracks later 
that day, allowing 
limited train 
movement. 
MARUF RAHMAN / GETTY 
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Energized relationship
“We want to make sure that not 

only people understand the risk side 
of the bilateral education relation­
ship, but most importantly that poli­
cymakers understand the upside, 
the success stories, the mutual bene­
fits that have come to both countries 
from having a very highly energized 
education relationship,” he asserted. 

“Academic exchange and coopera­
tion between the United States and 
China, already for more restricted 
than a decade ago, is likely to dimin­
ish further under a second Thump 

‘Buy more European’
“We must buy more European. 

Because that means strengthening 
the European defense technologi­
cal and industrial base,” von der 
Leyen said.

A report by the Stockholm Inter­
national Peace Research Institute 
released 10 days ago showed that 
European NATO members have

Traders work as a screen broadcasts a news conference by US Federal 
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell, on the floor of the New York Stock
Exchange in New York City on Wednesday, brendan mcdermid / Reuters

after von der Leyen proposed on 
March 4 to mobilize up to 800 bil­
lion euros ($870 billion) through 
150 billion euros in EU-guaran- 
teed loans and a relaxation of EU’s 
fiscal rules to allow member states 
to spend more on defense.

The EU’s dramatic shift came 
after US President Donald 
Trump’s administration sent 
shock waves across the bloc by 
attacking trans-Atlantic relations 
— from security, trade, democracy, 
freedom of speech to the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict.

The EU strategy described the 
US as “traditionally a strong ally” 
but said the US “believes it is over­
committed in Europe and needs 
to rebalance, reducing its histori­
cal role as a primary security 
guarantor”.
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Pilot projects instrumental in opening-up progress

Briefly

resources across East China.
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Diners eat at a restaurant in Shanghai on Feb 4. The city's services sector grew 5.7 percentyear-on-
year and contributed 78.2 percent to Shanghai’s GDP lastyear. provided to china daily

By WANG KE JU

wangkeju @chinadaily.com .cn

slowed down or been reversed," 
said Benjamin Lam, deputy presi­
dent of MUFG Bank (China), a sub­
sidiary of Japan’s Mitsubishi UFJ 
Financial Group.

After strategically reviewing 
their business operations in China, 
more multinational corporations 
are reaffirming their commitment 
to developing and continuing busi­
ness in the country, Lam said.

According to a survey released in 
February by the Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry in Chi­
na, as many as 58 percent of its 
member enterprises have indicated 
that they plan to either expand or 
sustain their existing investment 
footprint in China this year.

A report by the American Cham­
ber of Commerce in China in Janu­
ary has also revealed that more 
than half of surveyed US-invested 
enterprises are poised to increase 
their investments in the country 
this year.

China has set its sights on explor­
ing new frontiers for opening-up, 
with education and culture being 
the next areas of focus, which sen­
ior executives said are windows of 
opportunity' for foreign companies 
that are only set to widen.

“Last year, China pushed for 
pilot projects to expand opening- 
up in the areas of value-added tele­
communications, biotechnology 
and wholly owned hospitals in eli­
gible regions,” said He Yongqian, a 
Ministry of Commerce spokesper­
son, at a news conference on 
Thursday.

The results have been tangible, 
with 13 foreign-invested enterpris­
es already being granted licenses 
to operate value-added telecom­
munications services, over 40 for­
eign biotech projects established 
and three wholly foreign-owned 

By SHI JING in Shanghai

shijing@chinadaily.com £n

creates a positive environment for 
collaboration and growth. This is 
what makes us very excited. We 
have seen this trend of opening-up 
for foreigners happening in every 
single industry,” Nachreiner said.

He, from die ministry, said that 
the Chinese government will con­
tinue to extend equal treatment 
and support to both domestic and 
foreign companies in large-scale 
equipment upgrades, consumer 
goods trade-ins, government pro­
curement processes and bidding 
competitions.

“The goal is to ensure that for­
eign enterprises operating in China 
are provided with a fair and level 
playing field, allowing them to 
compete on an equal footing with 
their domestic counterparts,” the 
spokesperson added.

“I’ve always found that China has 
been opening-up and we have not 
seen in any situation where the 
opening-up process has been 

hospitals approved, according to 
the ministry.

As China continues to build on 
the success of these initial pilot pro­
grams, policymakers are now 
exploring ways to expand opening- 
up trials to sectors such as educa­
tion and culture, He said.

Data from the ministry showed 
that the 11 provincial regions select­
ed for opening-up pilot initiatives 
in tiie services sector collectively 
attracted $41.3 billion in foreign 
direct investment lastyear — a fig­
ure that accounts for over half of 
China’s total foreign investment in 
the services sector.

This opening to foreign invest­
ment helps foreign firms further 
tap into the Chinese market, said 
Malu Nachreiner, head of the 
Region Asia for the Crop Science 
Division of Bayer.

“We have heard and seen how 
eager the Chinese government is to 
welcome foreign companies, which 

E-bike trade-ins hit
2mln units since Jan 
China has seen more than 2.04 mil­
lion new e-bikes sold under its con­
sumer good trade-in program as of 
Tuesday, generating 5.61 billion yuan 
($783 million) in new sales of such 
bikes, according to the Ministry of 
Commerce on Wednesday. Since the 
start of this year, the daily sales vol­
ume of e-bikes under this program 
has averaged 27,000 units — 25 
times the figure recorded the previ­
ous year, the ministry said.

i

of Economy and Informatization. 
The Shanghai Global Investment 

Promotion Conference 2025, which 
is scheduled for Tuesday, will intro­
duce more quality information tech­
nology service companies and 
industrial sendee providers so that a 
complete industrial chain can be 
built in Shanghai. More new quality 
productive forces in the services sec­
tor wall thus be nurtured, she said. 

Besides, industrial enterprises 
will be encouraged to deepen their 
cooperation with leading internet 
companies and e-commerce plat­
forms such as Xiaohongshu and 
Pinduoduo for online marketing. 
Industrial companies can hopeful­
ly explore more consumption out­
lets this way, Qiu Wei said.

New types of information prod­
ucts will be provided in Shanghai, 
she said.

“Finance, education, healthcare 
and manufacturing wall be the 
major sectors seeking Al application 
scenarios. Professional service pro­
viders specializing in metaverse-re- 
lated technologies, such as extended 
reality smart devices, wall also be 
nurtured in the city” Qiu Wei added. 

Luo Zhisong, chief economist at 
tiie Shanghai Municipal Commis­
sion of Commerce, pointed out that 
tiie inadequate supply of service- 
related products currently means 
tiie city is unable to fully explore its 
consumption potential. Therefore, 
Shanghai will create high-quality, 
diversified and complex service 
consumption scenarios.

New models, such as housekeep­
ing integrated with property man­
agement services, housekeeping 
integrated with elderly care and 
property management services inte­
grated with other daily life services, 
have already emerged in Shanghai. 
Under the same logic, tourism, 
sports and healthcare can also be 
combined with other sendees, Luo 
said.

Metropolis unveils guideline to boost 
sector’s role in driving consumption

An employee of State Grid Zhejiang Lishui Power Supply Co (right) 
visits Greentea Hill Tea Co Ltd in Songyang county, Zhejiang prov­
ince, offering on-site help with power consumption on Wednesday. 
Tea harvesting in Songyang, a major tea-producing area in China, is 
gaining momentum along with the coming of the Spring Equinox, 
which fell on Thursday this year, liao min / for china daily

To address the development 
needs of new quality productive 
forces, the construction of high- 
quality incubators, proof-of-con- 
cept centers and other platforms 
for the transfonnation of scientific 
and technological achievements 
will be supported.

Companies developing large lan­
guage models will be aided in set­
ting up industry funds. Technology 
service companies and institutions 
will gain access to the city’s special 
technology loans to reduce costs, 
according to the new guideline.

In addition, universities and 
research institutes will be encour­
aged to establish an operating 
model under which ownership, 
operation and income rights of 
technology achievements are sepa­
rated, said tiie guideline.

Efforts will be made to introduce 
more services sector leaders, said 
Qiu Wei, chief engineer of tiie 
Shanghai Municipal Commission 

Hainan province, one of Chi­
na’s most popular tourist desti­
nations, recently launched a 
tiiree-year action plan to boost 
its healthcare sector, with the 
unveiling of various supportive 
measures, such as transform­
ing existing buildings into 
healthcare facilities and reduc­
ing land leasing costs for busi­
nesses.

According to the plan, some 
existing buildings could be rede­
veloped, allowing for the trans­
formation of facilities including 
vacant commercial spaces, fac­
tories, school buildings, offices 
and training facilities into those 
for healthcare services.

Hotels and resorts could 
launch such sendees if their 
operational conditions meet 
regulatory standards. Enter­
prises are also being encouraged 
to redevelop residential proper­
ties into such service facilities 
after necessary checks.

Gao Min, president of the 
Hainan Health and Wellness 
Tourism Association, highlighted 
the potential of the plan. “The 
transformation of existing prop­
erties into healthcare service 
facilities can boost the develop­
ment progress of the province’s 
healthcare sector,” Gao said. 
“With the measures transforming 
more existing facilities into 
healthcare facilities, Hainan will 
bebetterabletomeettheever-up- 
grading demands from tourists.” 

The plan also advocates for 
tiie development of lural collec­
tive construction land.

Sun Xiangtao, executive 
director of the Hainan Rural 
Holiday Tourism Association, 
said: “Over the past few years, 
rural tourism in Hainan has 
seen significant improvements 
in terms of infrastructure and 
services, along with a refreshed 
ecological environment, mak­
ing Hainan an ideal choice for 
travelers looking for healthcare 
services.

“The plan will also boost vil­
lage homestays and lift the occu­
pancy rate of rural tourism 
accommodation, contributing 
to the development of Hainan’s 
rural healthcare tourism.”

The island province aims to 
build a niche market by 
launching healthcare projects 
that leverage its natural condi­
tions, and medical and cultural 
resources. Hainan has the 
charm to attract investment 
and major enterprises to this 
end, experts said.

“Flexible land supply, along 
with policies promoting the 
transformation of existing prop­
erties, have lowered the barriers 
for entry, making it particularly 
attractive among small and 
medium-sized enterprises as 
well as newcomers,” Gao said.

ahead of global trends, leading to a 
decline in demand and reduced 
pressure on domestic supply. Easing 
export restrictions on refined oil 
products could serve as a flexible 
mechanism to adjust refining 
capacity and enhance emergency 
response capabilities,” he said.

Ma added that in 2024, domestic 
consumption of refined oil was 400 
million tons, a decrease of 1.9 per­
cent compared to 2023, due to the 
accelerated replacement of tradi­
tional energy with renewable sour­
ces alongside economic structural 
transformation in China.

Despite the decline in demand for 
refined oil consumption, demand 
for high-end chemical products and 
specialty materials is expected to 
keep growing in the coming years, 
he said.

Industry experts suggest that as 
China has been stepping up efforts 
to stabilize and strengthen its econ­
omy, chemical companies should 
step up efforts in high-end chemical 
products and specialty materials.

A significant influx of invest­
ments has targeted expanding scale 
and increasing output in the past 
few years in the country, leading to 
overcapacity in some sectors. How­
ever, a very limited proportion of 
such investments were allocated to 
structural optimization and high- 
end advancements, resulting in the 
current overcapacity situation, said 
Fu Xiangsheng, vice-president of 
the China Petroleum and Chemical 
Industry Association.

It is necessary for tiie industry to 
prioritize structural optimization 
and increased investments in high- 
end development rather than solely 
focusing on expanding scale, he 
said.

Lin Boqiang, head of the China 
Institute for Studies in Energy Poli­
cy at Xiamen University, said Chi­
nese petrochemical firms’ pivot 
toward high-end chemicals will be 
one of the primary reasons for their 
improved profit prospects in 2025. 

The association believes China’s 
petrochemical sector will bolster 
profits this year, marking a key turn­
ing point after a period of challen­
ges.

Driven by a rebound in global oil 
prices, rising domestic demand and 
strong government support, China’s 
petrochemical sector bottomed out 
and stabilized last year, and is on 
track for recovery, it said.

Professional 
service providers 
specializing in 
metaverse-related 
technologies, such as 
extended reality 
smart devices, will 
also be nurtured in 
the city.”
Qiu Wei, chief engineer of the 
Shanghai Municipal Commis­
sion of Economy and Informa­
tization

By ZHENG XIN

zhengcin@chinadaily.com.cn

The high-quality development 
of Shanghai’s services sector 
should better serve technological 
advancement and boost con­
sumption, the city’s municipal 
government said in a recent 
guideline.

According to the guideline, which 
contains 31 detailed measures, tiie 
services sector must further consoli­
date its role as an economic driver, 
seek new growth momentum, bet­
ter stimulate consumption and cre­
ate a quality ecosystem.

While the sendees sector grew 
5.7 percent year-on-year and con­
tributed 78.2 percent to Shanghai’s 
GDP last year, or more than 4.2 tril­
lion yuan ($580 billion), the num­
ber of high-level service providers 
is still limited and the services pro­
vided are not diversified enough, 
said Qiu Wenjin, deputy director of 
the Shanghai Municipal Develop­
ment and Reform Commission, in 
a news briefing on Monday.

Service providers have not 
invested enough in digitalization 
and they need to show improve­
ment in their overall international 
competitiveness. Meanwhile, the 
services sector has much room for 
growth in contributing to con­
sumption, Qiu said.

It is against this backdrop that 
the new guideline has been 
released.

In tiie guideline, more attention 
has been paid to those service pro­
viders — such as information ser­
vices, technology services, 
entertainment, healthcare and 
catering — who can stabilize 
growth, generate more jobs and 
expand consumption, he added.

NEV boom prompts calls for 
refined petrochem exports

Jinhua-Jiande HSR
sees solid progress
Construction of the Jinhua-Jiande 
High-speed Railway is progressing 
as a major beam yard building box 
girders for the HSR completed its 
construction work recently. State 
builder China Railway 24th Bureau 
Group Corp said its beam yard in 
Jiande, Zhejiang province has fin­
ished two days ahead of schedule 
the construction of all 85 box gird­
ers for the second phase of the 
HSR, which will connect Lanxi to 
bullet train services. The Jinhua- 
Jiande HSR is a key local rail line 
that aims to enhance regional con­
nectivity and integrate tourism 

Company executives and industry 
experts are advocating for the grad­
ual easing of refined oil and chemi­
cal export restrictions, amid the 
rapid adoption of new energy vehi­
cles nationwide.

They also proposed a measured 
relaxation of export controls on 
refined oil products and tax-free 
chemical exports through coordi­
nated policy support.

In light of China’s evolving energy 
landscape and the rapid adoption of 
NEVs, Ma Yongsheng, chairman of 
China Petroleum and Chemical 
Corp, also known as Sinopec, sug­
gested steadily advancing the grad­
ual relaxation of export restrictions 
on refined oil and tax-free chemical 
products during the 15th Five-Year 
Plan (2026-30) period.

“Exporting refined oil is beneficial 
for adjusting the flexibility of refin­
ing capacity and enhancing emer­
gency security capabilities, as NEVs 
and traditional fuel vehicles have 
entered a new stage of competitive 
coexistence and development in 
China,” Ma said.

In 2024, the domestic penetration 
rate of NEVs reached 41 percent and 
is expected to surpass 50 percent in 
2025, becoming a major force in the 
growth of the auto market.

China’s road transport fuel use, 
including gasoline and diesel, has 
entered a phase of decline, said tiie 
Economics and Technology 
Research Institute under China 
National Petroleum Corp.

The institute expects that by 
2030, consumption will drop to 
between 344 and 310 million metric 
tons, a reduction of 12 to 20 percent 
compared to 2024.

Ma said that over the long term, 
reducing oil production while 
increasing chemical output — as 
well as focusing more on specialized 
products — will remain the prevail­
ing trends.

He called for a coordinated and 
orderly approach to determining 
the scale and pace of this transition, 
underscoring the necessity of top- 
level design and scientific advances 
to ensure that tiie transformation 
aligns with market supply, while 
simultaneously achieving quality 
and efficiency improvements. 

“China’s consumption of gasoline 
and diesel has reached its peak
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The 2025 Action Plan for Stabiliz­
ing Foreign Investment outlines 20 
specific measures across four key are­
as. These include expanding inde­
pendent opening-up, enhancing 
investment promotion, improving 
the effectiveness of open platforms, 
and strengthening service and guar­
antee efforts. The plan seeks to fur­
ther relax market access, optimize 
the business environment, and 
attract foreign investment. 

Since 2024, China has fully lifted 
restrictions on foreign investment 
access in the manufacturing sector, 
implemented a nationwide negative 
list management system for cross- 
border trade in services and promot­
ed the orderly expansion of opening- 
up in relevant sectors. Additionally, 
China has supported the participa­
tion of qualified foreign institutions 
in pilot business projects, actively 
aligned with international high-stan­

dard economic and trade rales and 
steadily advanced institutional open- 
ing-up.

The plan proposes to expand pilot 
opening-up in telecommunications, 
healthcare, education, and other 
fields, and to accelerate and deepen 
the comprehensive pilot efforts to 
broaden the opening-up of the ser­
vice industry. A series of specific 
measures have also been introduced, 
such as encouraging long-term 
investments by high-quality foreign 
capital in China’s listed companies, 
formulating policies to promote rein­
vestment by foreign-invested enter­
prises and expanding the scope of 
industries that encourage foreign 
investment. These measures not only 
provide robust policy support for for­
eign-invested enterprises, but also 
further boost their confidence in 
developing within China. Notably, 
the removal of restrictions on for-

duce enough to take care of the needs 
of all inhabitants on Earth. Interna­
tional trade remains an essential, 
effective way of balancing different 
countries’ needs and products. That 
is like the ABC of economics and 
there is reason enough to believe the 
US leaders know it, as they have 
asked European countries, including 
Denmark, to export more eggs to the 
US. Yes, the same Denmark, from 
which the US had earlier threatened 
to annex Greenland.

The US leadership seems ignorant 
of the fact that imposing tariffs will 
only curb cross-border trade and push 
up costs, harming its own consumers. 
It’s rather absurd the US asks coun­

eign-invested companies using 
domestic loans has significantly facil­
itated equity investments and the 
establishment of headquarters-type 
institutions in China. 

The action plan requires that all 
policy measures be implemented by 
the end of this year. This underscores 
the Chinese government’s confidence 
and determination to uphold high- 
level opening-up and rigorously 
attract foreign investment 

Investing in China means invest­
ing in the future and partnering with 
China means embracing opportuni­
ties. The immense potential and sta­
ble, healthy development of the 
Chinese economy will not only drive 
the steady recovery of the global 
economy but also proride foreign 
investors with vast cooperation 
opportunities and valuable develop­
ment prospects.

hina has advocated since day one that the Ukraine crisis be resolved through dialogue and 
negotiation. As Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said at a news conference 
on Wednesday, the country welcomes all efforts toward a ceasefire and believes that talks 
are a necessary step in order to achieve peace.

That the US and Ukrainian leaders talked via telephone on Wednesday, their first conversation since 
their disastrous Oval Office meeting last month, should be regarded as part of such efforts. In their 
phone conversation, which seems to have been more amicable, the Ukrainian leader agreed to a30-day 
ceasefire on strikes on Russian energy and civil infrastructure, which had been proposed by the US 
president. A reciprocal arrangement had already been accepted by his Russian counterpart.

Although the partial, temporary ceasefire falls short of the full ceasefire that is being sought, Kyiv’s 
agreeing to it marks a meaningful beginning of what appears to be an accelerating process to arrive 
at a political settlement of the three-year-old conflict.

In a US State Department news briefing after the call, spokeswoman Tammy Bruce said that tech­
nical teams would meet in Saudi Arabia in the coming days to discuss broadening the ceasefire to the 
Black Sea on the way to a full ceasefire, which “could be the first step toward the full end of the war”. 

That both Russia and Ukraine have agreed to eliminate key civil and energy infrastructure facilities 
from attack zones for 30 days is an indication ofthe common wish ofthe two parties to de-escalate the con­
flict As Brace said, this is significant as it is “the first agreement that has created the potential of a de-esca­
lation” Despite the hard-won progress, relevant parties should be well aware ofthe difficulties ahead, as it 
will prove challenging to find common ground given the stark divide in their respective demands.

It is against this backdrop that the technical teams involved will meet in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, to 
begin working on the nitty-gritty of implementing the deal and hopefully broadening it. This is a crit­
ical opportunity for the US side to align Kyiv and Moscow on a comprehensive 30-day trace, which 
could provide the springboard for talks aimed at a final settlement.

Although Kyiv remains skeptical of Moscow’s commitment to peace, urging the US to increase its 
military and intelligence assistance to Ukraine, it still believes that a ceasefire would “open up oppor­
tunities”. As the Ukrainian leader said, “once a ceasefire is in place, even if one side attempts provoca­
tions, there is still political will, publicly announced to the world”

The “opportunities” also include all peace-loving countries taking advantage of the current 
momentum. More mediation efforts are required to create conditions conducive to the two parties 
persevering with what is likely to be a fraught and fractious back-and-forth blame game as they try to 
squeeze out an advantage in their give-and-take.

As said, China supports all efforts dedicated to peace and hopes that the steps taken so far will lead 
to a fair, lasting and binding peace agreement that is accepted by all parties concerned. Finding a 
sure-footed pathway to peace and stability should be the priority of all involved in the talks.

While the different stakeholders have different appeals and interests that have led to the conflict, 
those will not be resolved through force. Eventually, there must be a viable European security frame­
work that is acceptable to all parties on the continent, and that should be the ultimate goal of the talks. 

The Russia-Ukraine conflict should serve as a wake-up call to the potential consequences of put­
ting self-interest before common interest. Be it the losses on the battlefield or the inevitable conces­
sions that will have to be made at the negotiation table, they should serve to remind the direct 
stakeholders in European security of how valuable peace is and prompt them to reflect on their his­
torical debt to the most invaluable public good of humanity.

That means while incorporating the political resolution of the Ukraine crisis into the process of 
forming a new collective continental security architecture, relevant parties should focus on dialogue 
over confrontation, partnership over alliance, and win-win cooperation over zero-sum games — as 
war will produce no winners, while peace will produce no losers.

A US Department of Agriculture 
report on March 14 says national 
average wholesale egg prices have 
been “steadily declining”, but on 
social networking sites a number of 
people in the United States are still 
complaining about the high prices of 
eggs in supermarkets.

Maybe it takes time for supermar­
kets, which buy eggs from wholesale 
markets, to adjust their prices for 
consumers. Or maybe real-time egg 
prices vary from place to place and 
it’s too early to say that the egg price 
crisis in the US is over. 

Whatever the case, the high egg 
prices should remind the US govern­
ment that no country can alone pro-

t defies belief how narrow-minded or lacking in common sense some politicians ofthe United 
States can be. Congressman Riley Moore has stepped to the fore as an example of this, introduc­
ing a bill last week to ban all Chinese nationals from receiving US student visas.

“Every year we allow nearly 300,000 Chinese nationals to come to the US on student visas.
We’ve literally invited the CCP to spy on our military, steal our intellectual property and threaten 
national security,” Moore said in a statement. He called for Congress to end what he called China’s 
exploitation of the US’ student visa program. “It’s time we turned off the spigot and immediately 
banned all student visas going to Chinese nationals.”

Further stretching the boundaries of credulity is the fact that his prejudicial bill is cosponsored by 
five other Republican representatives.

Although the bill has little chance of being adopted despite the anti-China sentiment prevalent in 
Washington, it is a sign that the country’s legacy of racism and xenophobia against the Chinese peo­
ple is being honed with a new edge.

Some US lawmakers proposed last year that US universities should not allow Chinese interna­
tional students access to science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields 
involving sensitive technology due to security concerns. And some universities have already 
done that.

Yet research has shown that China has been the most important foreign supplier of US-based sci­
entists for more than two decades. The rising xenophobia against students from China amid the 
US-China tech competition will have an impact on the development of science and technology not 
only in the United States, but also in the world.

The “China Initiative” launched by the US Department of Justice in 2018, which initiated a US gov­
ernment investigation of scientists of Chinese descent, has led to the departure of a growing number 
of Chinese-born scientists from the US. As a result, an increasing number of Chinese scientists are 
choosing to come back to work in China instead of staying in the US.

At the same time, the number of Chinese students going to study in the US has been declining in 
the past couple of years. In the 2023-24 school year, more than 277,000 Chinese students were study­
ing in US universities, one-fourth of the total number of international students, according to an 
annual report on international students from the Institute of International Education. The number 
was more than 300,000 in the 2020-21 school year, when Chinese students were the largest group of 
foreign students studying in the US. Now Indian students have become the largest group of foreign 
students in the US.

With anti-Chinese sentiment and xenophobia continuing to smolder in the US, an increasing 
number of Chinese students will choose to study in other countries instead of the US. This will con­
siderably decrease the revenue of US universities, and at the same time reduce the contribution Chi­
nese scientists make to US science and innovation.

History has shown that isolationism is detrimental to the development of science and technology. 
That some US lawmakers are turning a blind eye to the contributions Chinese-born researchers and 
scientists have made to the status of the US as the world leader in science and technology only high­
lights their own shortsightedness and narrow-mindedness.

Some more clear-thinking US politicians have recognized that this is counterproductive to the 
development of science and technology in the US.

China knows well what an important role reform and opening-up have played in its social and 
economic development. It welcomes cooperation of all kinds with any country, and it supports its 
students to study abroad. It also welcomes students from any country to study in China. 

China believes that exchanges with the US in as wide a range of areas as possible are important for 
the development of both countries as well as the development of the world.

Any move to block exchanges between China and the US in any area is against the trend of human 
development.

The United States’weaponization of 
tariffs not only harms the interests of 
other countlies, but also increases the 
uncertainty for the US economy, which 
in turn has a profound impact on glob­
al trade and the world economy.

The US’ weak consumption growth 
and shrinking manufacturing activi­
ties have lowered market expecta­
tions and risk aversion is on the rise. 

The tariff policy makes imported 
goods and related products more 
expensive in the US, which will direct­
ly harm the interests of US consumers 
and companies. Small and medium­
sized enterprises in the country have 
already found it difficult to cope with 
rapid changes in the supply chain and 
on the cost side. They are likely to 
become the first batch of “dominoes” 
to fall under this round of tariff 
shocks. According to data of S&P 
Global Market Intelligence, the total 
number of US corporate bankruptcies 
in the first two months of this year 
has reached 129, the highest since
2010, and most of the bankrupted 
companies are small businesses. 

Nor will imposing tariffs necessari­
ly help create jobs in the US. 
Research by the Peterson Institute 
for International Economics shows 
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geopolitical and policy uncertainty 
weighing on investment and house­
hold spending,” the OECD said on 
Monday in its interim Economic Out­
look report.

Annual GDP growth in the United 
States is projected to slow from its 
recent strong pace, to be 2.2 percent 
in 2025 and 1.6 percent in 2026 the 
report forecasts. In the OECD’s previ­
ous projections in December, it had 
estimated 3.3 percent global econom­
ic growth this year and next, with the 
US economy expected to grow 2.4 
percent in 2025 and 2.1 percent in 
2026.

The US tariff policy deviates from 
the principle of free trade and under­
mines the multilateral cooperation 
mechanism of global economic gov­
ernance. In order to avoid the high 
tariffs of the US, companies in various 
countries will have to adjust their lay­
out, reduce their dependence on the 
US market, and find new suppliers 
and production bases. The final conse­
quence may be the opposite of the US’ 
objective, as the tariff policy might 
form a trend of “de-Americanization” 
in the global industry and supply 
chains.
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that although the US’ steel and alu­
minum tariffs protected about 14,000 
jobs in the steel industry in 2018, 
they led to the loss of 75,000 jobs in 
the downstream manufacturing 
industries.

So although the imposition of tar­
iffs seems to be in line with the 
“America First” policy, the tariffs 
actually backfire on the US economy 
and seriously undermine investor 
confidence. Relevant data show that 
the total market value of US stocks 
has evaporated by about $7.7 trillion 
over the past month. Under the esca­
lating tariff “chaos”, the US economy 
may experience inflation or even 
recession.

That wall unavoidably be a drag on 
the world’s economic growth, as indi­
cated by the latest estimates of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-opera­
tion and Development that both US 
and global economic growth are set 
to be lower than previously projected 
as the US’ punitive tariffs on goods 
imported to the US weigh on growth. 

“Global GDP growth is projected to 
moderate from 3.2 percent in 2024, 
to 3.1 percent in 2025 and 3.0 percent 
in 2026, with higher trade barriers in 
several G20 economies and increased 

tries to export more eggs on one occa­
sion and threatens to impose more 
tariffs on the other, as the two meas­
ures are, in essence, contradictory. 

People of the US know better than 
their government perhaps. According 
to US Customs and Border Protection 
data, by mid-March “significantly 
more egg products” were seized at US 
borders “than the number of seizures 
of the powerful synthetic opioid fen­
tanyl” Before the US leadership wields 
the tariffs baton again, it should listen 
to the voice of its own people and slash 
tariffs so that US citizens can buy 
affordable eggs without needing to 
smuggle them into the country.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

Anti-Chinese sentiment and xenophobia 
harrier to productive sci-tech exchanges
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More curiosity, less negativity key to Sino-US exchanges
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he meteoric rise of artificial 
intelligence since the beginning 
of this century marks a new era 
in science and technology revo­

lution, a turning point in history, where 
the production and application of knowl­
edge are no longer the privilege of 
humans.

However, despite the impressive 
achievements, which led to the emer­
gence of generative Al, a lucid analysis of 
the situation leads us to conclude that Al 
is still in its infancy; it is currently 
focused on assistants, such as ChatGPT, 
which operate in question-answer mode. 

These systems are considered “black 
boxes”, and their properties cannot be 
thoroughly understood and guaranteed 
to the same level as the properties of tra­
ditional information and telecommuni­
cations technology systems. Since Al only 
gives us building blocks, die question 
that arises is: How do we use them to cre­
ate intelligent systems to achieve human­
level intelligence?

There are many fields of application in 
science, services and industry where the 
use of Al remains marginal. These areas 
need increased automation, reliability 
and modes of interaction other than con­
versational.

We need systems capable of analyzing 
complex phenomena, and understanding 
their dynamics and properties in scientif-

Americans hold such a hostile opinion of 
China. But the media, which should do so, 
are happy to play along with the officials. 

The Diplomat, an influential magazine 
that covers Asia, recently wrote: “A key 
feature of mainstream Western media 
today is the relentless China-bashing. It 
is off the charts and tiring, often involv­
ing regurgitated trivia or fabricated sto­
ries with no evidence to support callous 
statements about the country, demon­
strating a deep lack of understanding. 
But such stories continue to be churned 
out with no end in sight.” 

No credible US media organization 
should ever want such a critique mitten

ic fields, ranging from medicine and life 
sciences to climate and universe sciences. 
Most important, we need to develop 
autonomous systems for various indus­
trial applications, as foreseen by the 
internet of things, such as autonomous 
transport systems, smart grids, intelli­
gent factories and forms, and autono­
mous communication systems. 

Autonomous systems can be consid­
ered as the ultimate stage in the develop­
ment of Al. They are composed of agents,

Perhaps no Confucius Institute is operat­
ing on any US college campus today. 
Worse, earlier this year, the University of 
Michigan suddenly announced that it 
was ending its longstanding collabora­
tion with a top Chinese university. 

In short, if US organizations and insti­
tutions such as the government, media 
and the higher education department 
refuse to have impartial discussions on 
China, can anything be done to change 
the narrative and improve US public 
opinion of China?

The call from Chinese President 
Xi Jinping for 50,000 American youths 
to visit China over the next five years 
offers a beacon of hope. Although typi­
cally reported only by the local media, 
the frequent trips made by US students 
and their teachers to China demon­
strate the importance of increasing 
people-to-people exchanges. One Iowa 
resident spoke of the importance asso­
ciated with students from her city going 
to China, saying, “I think our challenge 
is to grow a curiosity and understand­
ing and find ways to work together.” 

Indeed, we need more curiosity, less 
negativity; more understanding, less ster­
eotyping; more cooperation, less conflict

The author is the department head of, 
and an associate professor at, the Com­
munication and Organizational Leader­
ship Department at Robert Morris 
University in Pennsylvania. 
The views don’t necessarily reflect those 
of China Daily.

about it. But too often journalists refuse 
to question the dominant narrative that 
China is a threat to the US. What does 
this say about the US media which too 
often appear unwilling to disseminate 
opinions that counter the baked-in nar­
rative that China is bad?

Given these facts, it is perhaps a relief 
to know that the public opinion data are 
not worse. To speak favorably about Chi­
na or the Chinese people, especially any­
where near' Washington, the epicenter of 
US power, is to risk strange looks from 
people and questions about whether you 
are a “real American” And suggesting an 
outreach effort between the US and Chi­
na is likely to result in a firm shake of the 
head accompanied by an assertive “no”

I know this from experience. On more 
than one occasion over the past year or 
so, I have invited professional colleagues 
to write editorials/op-ed pieces that 
would appear in Chinese publications, 
such as China Daily. One person said he 
appreciated the offer but getting 
involved with Chinese “propaganda” was 
not of his interest. Mind you, this indi­
vidual is a PhD. If such a person refuses 
to engage with China, it is not surprising 
that US netizens often ask if it is safe for 
US nationals to visit China. 

One wonders if anyone of those 
engaging in such conversations has tak­
en the time to find out how incredibly 
safe China is.

Moreover, US universities send a pecu­
liar message to the public when they sev­
er educational partnerships with China.

ecent surveys indicate that an 
overwhelming majority of
Americans hold a negative 
opinion of China, which should

not come as a surprise to anyone follow­
ing the US administration elites’ rhetor­
ic, often repeated without fact-checking 
by major news outlets.

A Pew Research Center survey from 
May 2024 found that 81 percent of US 
adults view China unfavorably, with 43 
percent expressing a very unfavorable 
opinion. Similarly, a Gallup poll from 
March 2023 reported a record low 15 
percent favorability rating for China 
among Americans, marking a significant 
decline from previous years.

Looking for a key reason why Ameri­
cans in general have a negative opinion 
of China? Start with leading US adminis­
tration officials’ statements.

Besides US President Donald Trump’s 
scathing remarks against China in the 
past, Antony Blinken, who served as sec­
retary of state in the Joe Biden adminis­
tration, raised eyebrows when he lashed 
out at China, claiming the country was 
seeking to undermine die world order. 

Recently, former US senator Mitt 
Romney said China is “an existential 
threat” to the United States. For a long 
time, Romney was considered a voice of 
reason in the Republican Party. If he is a 
man of reason, then what does that say 
about the others?

The list goes on, but the cumulative 
effect is obvious: US officials’ rhetoric 
must be scrutinized when analyzing why

each pursuing its own specific goals 
while cooperating to achieve global goals 
of the systems they are part of. Current 
Al technologies are far from sufficient, as 
demonstrated by the setbacks to the 
autonomous car industry, an emblematic 
case illustrating the scale of die autono­
my challenge.

The promise of fully autonomous cars 
before 2020, despite substantial invest­
ment, did not come true.

All the signs are that Al has reached a 
plateau and that its use for and impact 
on the real economy are yet to come. 
This is due to factors such as insufficient 
reliability of current technologies, but 
also to the strategy of Big Tech, which 
prioritizes the adoption of conversation­
al technologies by the general public. Big 
Tech is engaged in a frantic race, relying 
on a questionable brute force approach, 
which assumes current solutions are 
enough to achieve human-level intelli­
gence, and that it is mainly a question of 
size. They are thus pushing for gigan­
tism, which requires colossal invest­
ments in high-energy-consuming 
infrastructure.

This strategy aims at occupying the 
field through a blitzkrieg and eliminating 
competing companies, or even countries, 
tiiat do not have the same investment 
capacity. But everything indicates this 
strategy also involves serious economic 
risks. More and more voices are being 
raised to warn against die imbalance 
between the volume of investments and 
their yield, to the point that some fear die 
bursting of a financial bubble.

For China, there lias been a sea change over 
the past decades. The National Immigration 
Administration reported 291 million exits from 
and entries into the country by Chinese nation­
als in 2024. According to UN Tourism, Chinese 
people’s expenditure on overseas travel hit 
$196.5 billion, compared with $150 billion by 
US citizens, in 2023.

If the United States, and the EU member 
states further facilitate and expedite their visa 
approvals, the number will skyrocket as many 
Chinese are looking forward to traveling abroad 
for leisure and for business.

These people are best suited to tell the real sto­
ries about China and what they see abroad. If the 
Chinese government were afraid of its people 
knowing the truth about the world as some crit­
ics claim, it would not have allowed its citizens to 
travel abroad in such large numbers. That almost 
all tiiose Chinese people who traveled abroad 
have returned to China means they didn’t feel 
“persecuted” at home as those critics claim. 

The hundreds of thousands of Chinese stu­
dents studying abroad and who chat with their 
family members in China on WeChat are also 
much better messengers of China and the world 
than VOA and its sister broadcasters. 

Unlike my first trip to the US in the early 
1990s when cars and high-rises were scarce in 
China, and Beijing boasted the country’s only 
subway, today’s China has caught up with, and 
in some cases overtaken, the Western world. 

It’s absurd to claim that VOA/RFA/RFE/RL 
practice “unfettered”, “independent journalism” 
and provide “accurate, impartial and fact-based 
reporting” for they are simply US government 
propaganda tools.

The US Information and Educational 
Exchange Act of 1948, better known as the 
Smith-Mundt Act, had long forbidden VOA and 
others to broadcast directly to US citizens to 
protect them from the propaganda spread by 
their own government. This speaks volumes of 
the nature of propaganda they were spreading. 

Although the USIEE Act eased the restrictions 
in 2013,1 am yet to see balanced reporting on Chi­
na by VOA, because it is part of US government 
smear campaign tool making China look bad. 

In a world where mutual understanding is 
critical to world peace and prosperity, VOA and 
its sister broadcasters have been busy promot­
ing misunderstanding by telling one-sided sto­
ries and false narratives about some countries. 

Those who argue that the latest US govern­
ment move will create a vacuum for China and 
Russia forget the hard truth tiiat Western media 
outlets, not those from China, Russia or other 
Global South countries, dominate the global 
landscape.

It makes more sense for the US and the EU to 
admit more tourists and students from those 
countries that VOA/RFA/RFE/RL have been 
targeting, so they can tell the real stories of their 
countries. It also makes more sense for US and 
European people to visit, study and work in 
China to see the country with their own eyes, 
rather than being misled by VOA, and form 
their own opinion about China and the Chinese 
people.

77re author is a recipi­
ent of the Turing
Award (known as the 

Nobel Prize for Com­
puting) and founder of 

the Verimag laboratory 
in Grenoble. 
The views don’t necessari­
ly reflect those of China 
Daily.

he president of Brussels-based Foreign 
Correspondents Association, of which
I am a part of, issued a statement voic­
ing solidarity with Radio Free Europe/

Radio Liberty, whose funding was terminated 
by the Donald lYump administration last Satur­
day as part of the broader cuts to the US Agency 
for Global Media.

I argued in a column in 2011 that it makes no 
sense for Voice of America, a sister broadcaster of 
RFE/RL and Radio Free Asia, to exist today 
because it was created in 1942 during World War II 
and had its heyday during the Cold War years. Its 
parent body, the USAGM, is an arm of the US gov­
ernment information/dis information campaign. 

The Cold War ended more than 30 years ago. 
So when European Union foreign policy chief 
Kaja Kallas sounded nostalgic on Monday about 
RFE, which she said she listened to decades ago, 
she inadvertently admitted that it was a thing of 
the past and irrelevant today.

Unlike during the Cold War, there are no con­
frontational political blocs in Europe today. 
Russians can travel freely around the world. 
Their travels have been restricted in recent 
years only due to the anti-Russia policies of 
some EU member states.

If the Chinese government were 
afraid, of its people knowing the 
tmth about the world, as some 
critics claim, it would not have 
allowed, its citizens to travel 
abroad in such large numbers.

Adding to these problems is the lack of 
agreement on a global regulatory frame­
work to control the risks associated with 
Al products, which is a serious obstacle 
to the use of Al in critical decision-mak­
ing processes. Safe Al is a global concern 
and has been the subject of activities 
organized by the United Nations, as well 
as a series of global summits held in Lon­
don, Seoul and, this year, Paris. 

Unfortunately, there is still no consen­
sus on a concrete and realistic global reg­
ulatory framework, as the positions of 
the main stakeholders differ on what are 
the risks associated with the use of Al, 
what can and should be regulated, and 
how can it be achieved in practice. 

These divergent positions are reflect­
ed in particular in the profound disa­
greement between the European Union 
and the United States on Al regulation. 
The EU has adopted a comprehensive 
regulatory framework, the Al Act, which 
has adopted a risk management 
approach to Al systems. Its strict appli­
cation excludes the use of Al in a large 
number of “unacceptable risk” and “high 
risk” applications. In contrast, US regu­
lations are much less restrictive and 
only include guidelines and recommen­
dations.

In this context, China is well placed to 
develop a more reliable Al that is better 
adapted to the needs of the real economy, 
particularly to achieve the long-awaited 
transition to autonomous systems. In 
addition to its strong position in Al, as 
demonstrated by the recent achieve­
ments of DeepSeek, China lias a solid 
industrial base and a unified domestic 
market, which can provide huge 
amounts of domain-specific data, ena­
bling the development of cutting-edge 
industrial Al applications. 

China should create its own vision of 
Al, very different from that of Big Tech. 

It should create synergy and 
mobilize a critical mass 

among the sectors con-
tefe. cerned in order to develop

specific infrastructure 
facilities and data plat- 
forms that would contrib­
ute to the development of 

Rj trustworthy industrial Al.
■V Its realization should ena­

ble China to take the lead 
in industrial Al, balance 
the strategic game of Al, 

\ and j oin forces with like­
minded countries to 
regulate Al in a way 
that reconciles the 
imperatives of devel­
opment and safety in 
the interest of society.
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It makes no sense 
at all to continue 
funding VOA or 
Radio Free Europe

In this context, China is 
well placed to develop a 
more reliable Al that is 
better adapted to the 
needs of the real economy, 
particularly to achieve the 
long-awaited transition to 
autonomous systems.

Although typically report­
ed only by the local media, 
the frequent trips made by 
US students and their 
teachers to China demon­
strate the importance of 
increasing people-to-peo­
ple exchanges.
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the worldfaces. For this purpose, the China Watch Institute of China Daily and the National Institutefor Global Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, jointly present this special column: The Global 
Strategic Dialogue, in which experts from China and abroad will offer insightful views, analysis andfresh perspectives on long-term strategic issues of global importance.

munique, often referred to as the 10 
Principles of Bandung, remain 
strikingly relevant today. In the face 
of growing geopolitical tensions, 
severe challenges to multilateral­
ism, economic inequalities and the 
uneven development of emerging 
technologies, the Bandung spirit 
remains a steadfast guiding vision 
for global cooperation. 

The 10 Principles of Ban­
dung served as a foundation for 
peaceful coexistence and coopera­
tion among nations. They empha­
sized respect for sovereignty, non­
aggression, non-interference in 
internal affairs, and the promotion 
of mutual interests. l\vo principles, 
in particular, stand out as especially 
relevant in today’s global context. 

The first principle reaffirmed the 
importance of adhering to 
the Charter of the United Nations, 
emphasizing respect for fundamen­
tal human rights, sovereignty and 
equality among nations. At a time 
when the UN faces criticism and 
increasing polarization among 
major powers, this principle 
reminds us of the value of a rules- 
based international order that pro­
motes peace and cooperation. 

Equally significant is the fourth 
principle, which calls for the 
“abstention from intervention or 
interference in the internal affairs 
of another country”: This principle 
remains a topic of intense debate in 
contemporary geopolitics. The 
nations attending the Bandung 
Conference strongly opposed colo­
nialism and foreign domination, 
and this commitment to non-inter­
ference continues to resonate today, 
particularly in discussions around 
sovereignty, economic independ­
ence and the avoidance of great­
power rivalry dictating the fate of 

insurgent groups and terrorist 
organizations playing significant 
roles in conflicts. These actors often 
exploit power vacuums created by 
failed states or foreign interven­
tions. The use of proxy wars by 
major powers has further compli­
cated efforts to achieve peace and 
stability, as the situation in Ukraine 
tragically demonstrates.

Yet, we are witnessing not just 
the re-emergence of great power 
rivalry per se. Arguably, the system­
ic changes that are unfolding are

Despite the continued relevance 
of the Bandung principles, challen­
ges remain. Multilateralism, the 
very framework that the Bandung 
Conference sought to strengthen, is 
under strain. Some major powers 
have undermined international 
institutions, while economic and 
political rivalries have led to a frag­
mented global order. Trade wars, 
unilateral sanctions and military 
interventions have often disregard­
ed the core tenets of the Bandung 
Conference, particularly the princi­
ple of non-interference.

At the same time, developing 
nations continue to advocate for a 
fairer and more inclusive global 
system. Calls for a more democratic 
UN Security Council, debt relief for 
struggling economies and reforms 
in global financial governance 
reflect the enduring desire of the 
Global South to achieve the equity

creating a different set of dynamics 
and orderings. It is in this emergent 
space that the experiences and per­
spectives of the Non-Aligned Move­
ment can contribute to multipolar 
peace.

The Non-Aligned Movement 
emerged during the Cold War as a 
coalition of states seeking to resist 
domination by either the US or the 
Soviet Union. Its core principles — 
respect for sovereignty, non-inter­
ference, peaceful coexistence and 
mutual cooperation — remain high-

tliat the Bandung Conference envi­
sioned.

The Bandung Conference was a 
defining moment in the history of 
post-colonial nations, symbolizing 
their collective aspiration for a just 
and peaceful world. Seventy years 
later, the world lias changed, but 
the issues of sovereignty, economic 
independence and international 
cooperation remain as vital as ever. 
While some challenge the princi­
ples of multilateralism and non-in­
terference, the Bandung ideals 
continue to inspire nations seeking 
an equitable global order.

As the Global South asserts itself 
on the world stage, it carries for­
ward the Bandung spirit, champi­
oning cooperation, mutual respect 
and a vision of global governance 
that prioritizes peace over conflict 
and partnership over domination. 
In an increasingly complex world,

the message of the Bandung Confer­
ence remains a powerful reminder 
that international relations should 
be built on dialogue, equality and 
the shared pursuit of progress. 

In a speech that resonated with 
all who heard it, Premier Zhou 
emphasized at the Bandung Con­
ference that the goal should be to 
seek common ground, not to foster 
division. Pursuing common ground 
was the wise course then, and it 
remains the right approach for 
those who seek peacejustice and 
shared prosperity for all of humani­
ty, not just for a privileged few.

ly relevant in today’s emergent mul­
tipolar world.

The Non-Aligned Movement 
adheres to some key principles. 

First, the Non-Aligned Move­
ment’s emphasis on sovereignty 

and non-interference provides a 
,j counter-narrative to the inter­

ventionist policies of major 
powers. By upholding these 
principles, the movement 
can help protect weaker 
states from external 
interference and foster 
a more equitable inter­
national order. 

Second, the Non- 
Aligned Movement’s 
commitment to peace­
ful coexistence and 
diplomacy offers an 
alternative to the mili- 

F tarized approaches that 
have dominated the uni­

polar period. By prioritiz- 
ing dialogue and 

negotiation, the movement 
can help de-escalate conflicts 

and build trust between states. 
Third, the Non-Aligned Move­

ment lias long advocated for a more 
inclusive and democratic multilat­
eralism. In a multipolar world, this 
vision can help reform internation­
al institutions to better reflect the 
interests of the Global South. 
South-South cooperation can also 
promote economic and technologi­
cal collaboration among developing 
countries, reducing then' depend­
ence on Western-dominated sys­
tems.

Fourth, the Non-Aligned Move­
ment’s anti-hegemonic stance chal­
lenges the dominance of any single 
power or bloc in international 
affairs. By advocating for a more 
balanced distribution of power, the 
movement can help create a multi­
polar system that is more stable 
and just This includes addressing 
economic inequalities and ensuring 
that developing countries have a 

smaller nations.
While the geopolitical landscape 

has evolved dramatically since 1955, 
the core issues that inspired the 
Bandung Conference remain press­
ing concerns for many developing 
nations. Economic disparities, neo­
colonial influences and power 
imbalances in global governance 
persist. However, the Bandung spir­
it lives on in the efforts of the Glob­
al South to assert greater agency in 
world affairs.

In recent years, initiatives, such 
as the BRICS grouping, the Belt and 
Road Initiative and the push for 
reforms in global financial institu­
tions, are examples of developing 
nations seeking to reshape interna­
tional structures in their fevor. 
These efforts reflect the Bandung 
ideals of economic cooperation, 
self-determination and reducing 
dependency on former colonial 
powers.

Moreover, South-South coopera­
tion has expanded significantly in 
trade, technology exchanges and 
diplomatic collaboration. Organiza­
tions such as the African Union, the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations and the Community of Lat­
in American and Caribbean States 
embody the principles of regional 
solidarity that were central to the 
Bandung vision. The rising influ­
ence of these groups signals that 
the Global South is not merely a 
passive participant in international 
affairs but an active force in shap­
ing global policies. A good example 
of the significance of South-South 
relations is the economic exchange 
between China, the world’s second- 
largest economy, and ASEAN. In
2024, both sides remained each 
other’s largest trading partners for 
the fifth consecutive year.

The author is founder of the China- 
Europe-America Global Initiative. 
The author contributed this article 
to China Watch, a think tank pow­
ered by China Daily. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of Chi­
na Daily.

The author is an adjunct professor 
at Queensland University of Tech­
nology and a senior fellow at the 
Taihe Institute. The author contrib­
uted this article to China Watch, a 
think tank powered by China Daily. 
The views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

critical insights into the challenges 
the world faces in realizing peace in 
the 21st century. These observations 
are particularly relevant in light of 
the persistent conflicts, power 
struggles and interventions that 
have characterized international 
relations during this period. 

Despite the establishment \ J 
of international institutions 11
such as the United
Nations, power politics 
and interventionism by w } 
major powers, particu- 
larly those of the US,
have continued to 
destabilize regions.

The reality of US
practice has consistent- '
ly undermined the illu- 
sion of a liberal world 
order. Rather, the US
and other Western pow- J

ers have often acted in 
ways that contradict their 
stated principles, prioritiz- 
ing national interests over 
global stability and the sover­
eign security interests of others. 
As time has gone on, the legitima­
cy of international institutions has 
been eroded amid an emerging and 
growing distrust of Western-led ini­
tiatives.

The dissolution of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 marked the high 
water mark for the 30-year unipo­
lar moment that followed. Now the 
world is becoming increasingly 
multipolar or multi-nodal in char­
acter with the re-emergence of cen­
ters such as China, India, Russia 
and other regional powers. In some 
ways, this shift lias catalyzed the 
intensification of geopolitical com­
petition at the risk of destabilizing 
regions and undermining collective 
efforts to address global challenges 
such as development, ecological 
protection and pandemics. 

At the same time, the 21st centu­
ry has seen a rise in asymmetric 
warfare, with non-state actors,
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greater say in global governance. 
Last, the Non-Aligned Move­

ment’s emphasis on collective 
action and solidarity can help 
address transnational issues such 
as climate change, pandemics and 
poverty. By working together, non- 
aligned states can amplify their 
influence and push for solutions 
that prioritize the needs of the most 
vulnerable.

The experiences of the past 80 
years underscore the challenges of 
achieving peace in a world marked 
by power politics and intervention­
ism underpinned by ideological 
universalism. However, the princi­
ples of the Non-Aligned Movement 
offer a viable path toward a more 
equitable and multipolar peace: a 
peace grounded not just on the 
absence of military conflict but on 
the symbiotic indivisibility of peace 
and prosperity.

This underscores the important 
role that countries of the Global 
South, including China as the larg­
est developing nation, can play in 
advocating and advancing global 
peace — not just in a negative 
sense, as the absence of military 
conflict, but in a positive sense, as a 
set of institutions and practices that 
enable non-violent dispute resolu­
tion through consensus. A positive 
peace also realigns security and 
prosperity as symbiotically co-de- 
pendent. A multipolar peace rests 
on the ability of the global majority 
to show that not only do they insist 
on a break with the violent past, but 
that they insist on playing an active 
role in building a peaceful alterna­
tive.

his year marks the 80th 
anniversary of the end of 
World War II. It also marks 
the 70th anniversary of the 

Bandung Conference and the 64th 
anniversary of the formal founding 
of the Non-Aligned Movement. 

In the intervening years, the 
world has experi­
enced numerous 
and persistent 
bouts of disputes 
and warfare. 
Many of these 
conflicts have 
been instigated 

and agitated by US interventions, 
as described by Monica Duffy Toft 
and Sidita Kushi in their book 
Dy ing by the Sword: The Militari­
zation of US Foreign Policy. 
Between 1946 and 1989, the United 
States initiated on average 2.4 mili­
tary interventions per year, and 
between 1990 and 2019, this 
increased to 3.7 interventions per 
year.

While many mainstream West­
ern commentators argue that the 
postwar period marked the devel­
opment of a more stable and peace­
ful US-led liberal world order, 
which was subsequently consoli­
dated after the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union in 1991, other scholars 
such as John Mearsheimer and Pat­
rick Porter have demonstrated the 
gulf between US rhetoric and the 
reality of US practice. 

What are the principal observa­
tions we can make about the chal­
lenges to peace in the 21st century, 
based on the experiences of the past 
80 year's; and how can the princi­
ples that undergird the Non- 
Aligned Movement contribute to 
the realization of multipolar peace 
in our times?

The 80 years since the end of 
World War II, the 70 years since the 
Bandung Conference and the 64 
years since the formal founding of 
the Non-Aligned Movement offer

eventy years ago, the Indo­
nesian city of Bandung host­
ed a historic gathering that 
would leave a lasting impact

on international relations. The Ban­
dung Conference, also known as 
the Asian-African Conference, 
brought together 29 newly inde­

pendent nations, 
representing 
more than half of 
the world’s popu­
lation at that 
time. These 
nations, emerg­
ing from the 

shadow of colonialism, sought to 
assert their sovereignty, promote 
economic and cultural cooperation, 
and chart a path forward in a world 
dominated by Cold War rivalries. To 
borrow the wise words of Indone­
sia’s first president Sukarno from 
his introductoiy speech at the con­
ference, they were injecting “the 
voice of reason into world affairs” 

Among the key figures at the con­
ference was then Chinese Premier 
Zhou Enlai, representing the newly 
established People’s Republic of 
China. His presence underscored 
China’s desire to engage with other 
developing nations and to make its 
voice heard on the global stage. In 
his report on the conference, US 
political scientist and China expert 
Arthur Doak Barnett rightly 
observed that this was the moment 
when New China truly asserted its 
presence on the international stage, 
due in part to the diplomatic 
finesse and personal charisma of 
Premier Zhou.

Although the world has changed 
significantly since 1955, the ideals 
championed at the Bandung Con­
ference continue to resonate. The 
principles outlined in the final com­

Celebrating 70 years of the Bandung Conference 
and its vision and ideals that continue to inspire
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Dancing for Dunhuang
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Su Ruixuan teaches Dunhuang dance at Northwest Normal University’s Dunhuang College and now serves as director of 
the college’s dance art department, photos provided to china daily

Dance productions choreographed by Su 
have been performed at cultural venues 
and institutions at home and 
abroad.

Experts pass down a moving art inspired by Mogao Caves murals, 
Cheng Yuezhu and Ma Jingna report in Dunhuang, Gansu.
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awards at dance contests, and the teachers 
and students often participate in exchanges 
and perform at universities and art institu­
tions worldwide.

The department has been working to 
introduce Dunhuang dance to local primary 
and secondary schools.

It has customized exercise routines for 
students, hosted popularization courses at 
student societies, and created original 
dance works for the schools.

Born and raised in Jiayuguan, Gansu, 
Qiao worked at the Gansu Song and Dance 
Ensemble and performed in the 2008 edi­
tion of Flower Rains Along the Silk Road at 
age 13.

“The main challenge of Dunhuang dance 
is that students must master the move­
ments and understand the cultural conno­
tations within,” Qiao says.

“We, as teachers, are essentially passing 
down previous generations’ work. I hope 
students will pass down the tradition and 
promote it to a wider audience so that 
more people will learn about and study it.” 

Reflecting on his own learning processes 
and those of students today, he feels a sense 
of inheritance across generations.

“When I started learning Dunhuang 
dance, I studied the movements summa­
rized by Gao Jinrong. They have a relatively 
gender-neutral style. All the movements 
are incredibly true to the murals as if they 
are carved out and brought to life,” Qiao 
says.

In their teaching methods, apart from 
Gao’s system, they also adopt that of Dun­
huang dance expert Shi Min, who 
researched and developed moves for male 
dancers.

Gao and Shi have visited the 
department for instructions, along 
with other renowned dance artists 
including dancer and choreogra­
pher Huang Doudou and head of 
the National Ballet of China Feng 
Ying.

Qiao designed his original chore­
ography based on the Four Heaven­
ly Kings (protective deities in 
Buddhism), which serve as practice 
material for male students.

“The Four Heavenly Kings are 
strong and imposing, with a fierce 
expression. All the moves and ges­
tures, even though our limbs and 
body might be curved, are full of 
power and sturdiness,” says Zhang 
Si’an, a sophomore.

When he began learning danc- 
ing, as a child, he trained in ball­

room dance but later developed a 
passion for traditional Chinese dance 
forms.

A native of Gansu, he is familiar with the 
Dunhuang murals. Dunhuang College, root­
ed in the home of the grottoes, seemed an 
ideal institution to learn this unique dance 
genre.

“I really enjoy Dunhuang culture. 
Through the courses on Dunhuang history 
and cave art, I’ve learned about the grottoes 
from the earliest to the most elaborate,” he 
says.

“I’ve only scratched the surface of this 
heritage but I’d like to continue learning 
and deepening my understanding. After 
graduation, I hope to travel around the 
country and teach people about the beauty 
of Dunhuang.”

n some of the murals inside the 
Mogao Caves in Dunhuang, Gan­
su province, is the iconic image of 
flying apsaras, celestial beings

draped in diaphanous attire and billowing 
ribbons.

The elegance exuded by these airborne 
fairies inspired artists to translate their pos­
es into dance moves, particularly in the 
1970s when the Gansu Song and Dance 
Ensemble captivated the Chinese dance 
scene with the original dance (\raxna Flower 
Rains Along the Silk Road.

Dance experts like Gao Jinrong, a pio­
neering scholar, have been researching the 
murals and sculptures, and Dunhuang 
dance has evolved into an important Chi­
nese classical dance genre.

In Dunhuang, educators are cultivating a 
new generation of dancers. Northwest Nor­
mal University’s Dunhuang College, with 
departments such as dance art, fine arts 
and tourism, is one school dedicated to 
researching and promoting Dunhuang cul­
ture.

Dunhuang College’s dance art depart­
ment was established in 2014, according to 
the department’s director Su Ruixuan.

“Like other professional dance acade­
mies, our curriculum includes courses on 
ballet, Chinese classical dance, modem 
dance, choreography and folk dance, along 
with dance history and theoretical courses,” 
she says.

“However, because of our unique loca­
tion, a highlight and compulsory course is 
Dunhuang dance training and performan­
ces.”

From their first semester, the 
students are required to study the- 
oretical learning of Dunhuang’s 
history and culture, particularly the 
murals in the Mogao Caves, to pro- H 
vide a solid foundation for practical ■ 
Dunhuang dance training from the ■ 
second semester.

In addition to fundamental tech- ■ 
nique training, the students learn ■ 
routines that sequence individual ■
dance moves and poses before I
rehearsing excerpts from classic I
dance productions and choreograph- 1

ing original pieces.
Zhao Yuru, a sophomore in the I 

department, says that thanks to the I 
proximity, students often go on trips to I 
the grottoes to view the murals, imitate 
the original poses, and compare them 
with today’s dance moves.

One of her favorites is Cave 112, 
which depicts a flying apsara featuring 
a “reverse pipa playing” pose — hands 
reaching up and plucking the strings of a 
pipa (four-string Chinese lute) on the 
back, a signature pose in Dunhuang 
dance.

“Among the caves with ‘reversepipa play­
ing’ images, Cave 112 is the most classic. The 
pipa player takes the central role with sev­
eral musicians playing other folk instru­
ments positioned on both sides. I feel a 
sense of majesty when performing the ges­
ture,” Zhao says.

The program has 365 graduates and 
current students. Around half the gradu­
ates joined professional dance troupes 
while the other half work as dance 
instructors.

According to Su, teachers in the depart­
ment work to develop their own curriculum 
inspired by the characters and stories 
depicted in the murals.

In this way, they can better guide students 
to create original works in their junior year. 

Along with other teachers, such as Qiao 
Lei, they have also innovated by combining 
Dunhuang dance with other genres like 
modem dance.

Their original productions have won
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Peking Opera diva is pitch perfect for role
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Music festival hits a celebratory high noteBy ZHANG KUN
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music is meant to be heard, rather 
than studied.

“I try to compose music that will 
be played for decades, that people 
will enjoy listening to, and can tell it 
is the sound of our culture and gen­
eration,” he says.

jS/j

Contact the writer at 
zhangkun@chinadaily.com.cn
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The 40th session of the Shanghai 
music festival will take place from 
Sunday to April 9 with 50 concerts, 
six dance productions and 13 other 
events such as mini-festivals, music- 
themed exhibitions and a call for 
new music compositions.
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though her performance is not a 
faithful copy of Mei’s version.

“I first learned the opera from 
Maestro Zhang Meijuan, then 
picked some characteristics and 
details I found in other artists’ per­
formances. I then put together my 
own version based on Maestro Mei’s 
interpretation,” she says.

Shi performed in the opening 
shows for the classic Chinese opera 
series at the Shanghai Oriental Art 
Center this year, which has hosted 
the annual traditional Chinese opera 
showcase for 15 years. The actress 
gave sold-out performances of Fare­
well My Concubine on March 14 and 
The Unicom Purse on Saturday.

“You could feel her suffering by 
the way she looks at him. When she 
dances with the swords, your heart­
beat speeds up with the drumbeat. 
Audiences were so overwhelmed by 
her performance that they swarmed 
the stage for the ovation,” audience 
member Cai Xin wrote on Xiao- 
hongshu, or RedNote, a Chinese 

social media platform, after seeing 
Shi’s performance on March 14.

A story about war and love, the 
opera appeals to audiences world­
wide. In 2017, Shi performed it with 
Shang Changrong as Xiang at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York and Richardson Auditori­
um at Princeton University in the 
United States.

Encouraged by the audiences’ 
enthusiastic response, the East 
Asian Studies department at 
Princeton University set up an 
annual project, inviting her and 
her colleagues from the Shanghai 
Jingju Theatre Company to intro­
duce Peking Opera to US students. 
The following winter, a group of 
students from Princeton visited 
and studied for two weeks at the 
company.

In the past few years, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the project 
was held online. In January, Shi 
finally made her second visit to 
Princeton. ‘We taught them to sing 

hroughout her illustrious 
career, 53-year-old Shang­
hai native Shi Yihong has 
remained dedicated to the

timeless art of Peking Opera, also 
known as Jingju. Regaled as a diva 
singer, she is celebrated for her mas­
terful performances.

Not only does she uphold the val­
ues of this ancient art form, but the 
most prominent woman in Shang­
hai Jingju Theatre Company skill­
fully bridges the gap between 
tradition and modernity while 
attempting bold experiments to cap­
tivate contemporary audiences.

Shi is a Peking Opera performer of 
female characters portrayed in Mei 
Lanfang style. Bom in Shanghai in 
1972, she joined the company in 
1990, winning many national 
awards.

While she is known nationwide 
for her performances in classical 
repertoire, Shi is recognized for per­
forming different Peking Opera 
styles. She even made a Kunqu

the orchestra in 2018 and adapted 
by the composer from the opera of 
the same title in 2010, which will be 
included in the upcoming concert. 

“I want audiences to follow the 
narrative thread, the ups-and- 
downs in the storytelling after 
removing the arias and lyrics in the 
opera,” Ye says about the symphonic 
suite.

“I noticed people humming the 
melody as they walked out of the 
concert hall,” Zhou recalls about the 
opera’s premiere. “That shows Ye’s 
ability to create beautiful melodies, 
in signature Ye style.”

Ye says: “I want audiences to 
understand my composition with­
out difficulty. When I was younger, I 
took pride in writing complex music 
and hearing conductors complain 
about the frequent beat changes in 
my work, making it almost impossi­
ble for the orchestra to play.”

Today, Ye is steadfastly against 
the widespread tendency among 
young composers to show off their 
abilities by writing music that is dif­
ficult to understand. “After all,

The first time Ye Xiaogang per­
formed at the Shanghai Spring 
International Music Festival, he 
was an 11-year-old dancer. This year, 
the festival, as one of China’s long­
est-running music festivals, is cele­
brating its 40th session. Ye, now a 
prominent composer in China, will 
present his compositions in a con­
cert at the festival.

On March 12, Ye, chairman of the 
China Musicians’ Association, flew 
from Beijing to Shanghai to discuss 
the upcoming Ye Xictogang’s Sym­
phonic Works Concert, which will 
take place at Shanghai Symphony 
Hall on April 2 under the baton of 
86-year-old Chen Xieyang, who is 
celebrating his 60th anniversary in 
the music industry.

At the 18th Shanghai music festi­
val in 1999, Chen conducted the 
Shanghai Symphony Orchestra in 
playing Ye’s compositions Spring 
and The Story of Shenzhen. Since 
then, the orchestra has played 
more than 30 of Ye’s works, accord­
ing to Zhou Ping, the director of the 
orchestra.

The symphonic suite A Song of 
Farewell is a piece commissioned by

Ten nationwide companies will 
perform during the festival. More 
than 40 percent of the shows will 
feature new compositions and art­
ists, showcasing the latest achieve­
ments in the music sector around 
China, says Xia Yujing, deputy chair­
person of the Shanghai Federation 
of Literary and Art Circles.

More than 30 percent of the 
shows will be international produc­
tions, such as Wuthering Heights by 
the Wise Children Theatre Compa­
ny from the United Kingdom, which 
premieres on the Chinese mainland 
at the Shanghai Culture Square 
from April 4 to 6.

This year marks the 80th anniver­
sary of the victory of the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression (1931-45) and 
the World Anti-Fascist War. The 
opening concert on Sunday will be 
celebrated with three modem Chi­
nese compositions based on the 
occasion — Ode to the Red Flag, Yel­
low River Cantata, and China, My 
Beloved Mother.

Additionally, 2025 marks the 55th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic ties between China and 
Italy. The festival will feature seven 
concerts with music from Italy.

Ye’s concert program will also fea­
ture Mount Emei, a piece inspired 
by the landscape and culture of 
Sichuan province, and Cantonese 
Suite, based on the folk music of the 
composer’s home province of 
Guangdong.

the arias, dance with short spears, 
and paint their faces for different 
characters. The students enjoyed it 
and learned very quickly,” she tells 
China Daily. It gave her great joy to 
see the foreign students present a 
Peking Opera show on campus after 
studying for just two weeks.

Shi went on to perform and talk 
about Peking Opera at top universi­
ties including Columbia in New 
York City, Yale in Connecticut, Har­
vard in Massachusetts, and the Uni­
versity of California, Los Angeles.

“I was very impressed by the fact 
that so many people are interested in 
Peking Opera and curious about Chi­
nese culture, including Chinese peo­
ple and others from various cultural 
backgrounds. I met with members of 
Peking Opera societies in several uni­
versities,” she adds.

“I also met professors who asked 
questions about Peking Opera. It 
made me reflect on what I’ve 
learned since childhood from a new 
perspective.” Those include: Why do 
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Performer bridges tradition with modernity by conducting bold experiments to 
captivate today’s audiences, Zhang Kun reports.

Opera production in 2013. She had 
French novelist Victor Hugo’s Notre- 
Dame de Paris adapted into a 
Peking Opera production in 2008, 
and played the role of Esmeralda. In 
2021, she adapted the 1990s martial 
arts movie New Dragon Gate Inn 
into a Peking Opera,

FarewellMy Concubine, one of the 
most celebrated Peking Opera reper­
toires, was created by Mei Lanfang 
(1894-1961) and Yang Xiaolou (1878- 
1938) in the 1920s. It tells the story of 
Xiang Yu, a warlord in the 3rd centu­
ry BC, and features the evening 
before his final battle for the throne, 
which he has no chance of winning. 
Shi plays the heroine Yuji, a beloved 
consort of Xiang, who dies by suicide 
as a gesture of devotion and unwa­
vering loyalty to her hero.

Today, Farewell My Concubine is 
widely popular as a representative 
piece of Mei Lanfang-style Peking 
Opera recognized for its arias and 
the heroine’s sword dance. Shi has 
performed the opera for decades, 

actresses always walk in circles on 
the stage? Why do the musical 
instruments follow the opera sing­
ers? How do the choreography and 
arias serve the storytelling?

“These discussions made me real­
ize how Peking Opera is deeply root­
ed in Chinese aesthetics and 
philosophy,” she says.

Peking Opera is an important part 
of China’s cultural heritage. Shi 
maintains that it is important to 
keep the art moving forward and 
continue to communicate with 
modem audiences.

Masters such as Mei Lanfang 
worked with some of the best play­
wrights and theater artists of their 
time. Together, they pushed Peking 
Opera to an unprecedented artistic 
level. “I hope to work with play­
wrights in this way and create new 
operas that resonate with today’s 
audiences,” Shi says.
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Left: Ye Xiaogang (middle) checks out the collection of his compositions on exhibition at Shanghai 
Symphony Hall with conductor Chen Xieyang (right). Right: A poster of the upcoming concert on Ye’s 
compositions, photos provided to china daily
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Center and above right: Scenes from Farewell My Concubine, performed at Shanghai Oriental Art Center on March 14, starring Shi Yihong as Yuji. Top left: Shi teaches Peking Opera 
performance at Columbia University earlier this year. Above left: She talks with associate professor Andrea S. Goldman of University of California, Los Angeles. Top right: A portrait of Shi, 
the prima donna at Shanghai Jingju Theatre Company, photos provided to china daily
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A remedy from historyI
Writing about the rediscovery of ancient antimalarial treatment
author poses thought-provoking questions, Yang Yang reports.
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Seeing China through the eyes of classic Iranian poetry
By EHSAN DOOSTMOHAMMADI

FangAiqing contributed to this
story.
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Top left: A TCM lab test in Liuzhou, Guangxi province. Top right: Villagers tend to sweet wormwood plants in 
Liuzhou’s Rongan county, photos by qin qinghe / for china daily Above: Liang Guibai’s Shuang Yao Ji. provided to china daily

Contact the writer at
yangyangs@chinadaily.com.cn

Contact the writer at
fangaiqing@chinadaily.com.cn

Ehsan Doostmohammadi is an
associate professor at the School of 
History and Culture of Southwest 
University in Chongqing and a
recipient of the Special Book Award 
of China in 2023, the highest
national accolade for foreigners in 
publishing.
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depicting other countries. China, as 
an ideal land in Iranian mythology, 
has crafted a positive and captivat­
ing image, symbolized by “ideal 
love” its famous musk, and brilliant 
art It enriches Iran’s multicultural 
perspective and deepens the Iranian 
people’s understanding and respect 
of Chinese culture. Acting as a 
bridge, poetry has facilitated the 
integration of the two cultures, 
enhancing Iran’s appreciation of 
Chinese history and civilization. It 
lias also laid a solid foundation for 
friendly relations between the two 
countries, underscoring the crucial 
role of cultural exchanges in foster­
ing international cooperation.

affectionately about Hotan musk.
In classical Persian poetry, the 

depiction of ideal love is often deep­
ly influenced by Chinese culture. 
This influence recurs throughout 
Persian poetry, shaping its particu­
lar, and profound portrayal of love. 
For instance, the Chigil, an ancient 
tribe that inhabited today’s Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region and 
parts of Kyrgyzstan, was used as a 
poetic symbol of beauty in Persian 
literature. Persian poets trans­
formed the Chigil into a lasting

migration, transportation, medicine, war- 
fere, territorial change, political games, 
technological advancements, and even 
monetary history.

Liang did a lot of research before writing 
to find details of those key moments. Where 
the records were missing, he devised stories 
to make the book “more visually engaging/ 
One example is the aforementioned story of 
Ge prescribing medicine to save people at 
the foot of Luofu Mountain.

About eight years ago, Liang, a drug 
research and development scientist with a

in their work. In the vast universe of 
Persian literature, poets have long 
woven their admiration for and 
depictions of China into their work. 

This tradition became more pro­
nounced after Ferdowsi’s Shah- 
nameh (Book of Kings). Spanning 
centuries, these poems reflect deep 
perceptions of China, shaped by 
both observation and imagination. 
Throughout the long history of cul­
tural exchanges, some Persian poets 
even visited China — Saadi, for 
example, visited Kashgar in Xinji­
ang Uygur autonomous region in 
the late 14th century and recorded 
an encounter with a young man in 
The Rose Garden.

As we all know, China has been 
famous for its traditional medicine 
since ancient times, and musk from 
Hotan prefecture in Xinjiang, was 
once a special link between the two 
cultures. In Persian poetry, musk is 
praised as a substance endowed 
with a poetic soul. It is like a messen­
ger traveling through time and 
space, bringing freshness and inspi­
ration to Persian poetry and inject­
ing new vitality and spiritual 
connotations into this ancient liter­
ary tradition. Persian poets such as 
Hafez and Farid al-Din Attar wrote

ent consultant in preclinical research and 
development of drugs.

The “two drugs” in the title refer to qui­
nine and artemisinin, two naturally occur­
ring antimalarial drugs.

In concise and vivid language, Liang uses 
what he calls a mix of half fiction and half 
nonfiction to present key historical 
moments in scientific advancement.

The writer Han Songluo comments on 
the book that besides science, it focuses on 
the history of the two drags and also 
explores the related history of human

doctoral degree from the University of Wis­
consin-Madison in the United States, was 
invitedto give 12-hour lectures on new drug 
developments at a business school.

TWelve hours is a long time, so he incor­
porated a lot of background information 
about the new drug development process 
into the lectures, including the tale of the 
two drugs.

After hearing him, one of Liang’s friends 
said that he should write a book based on 
the lectures. Liang wrote an outline and 
proposed it to Yilin Press, with which he

was already working on the book series, The 
Stories of New Drugs.

‘I feel I am the right person to write the 
book, not only because I have gathered so 
much background material of the two 
drugs, but also because of my personal 
experience,” he says.

The discovery of quinine and artemisi­
nin, two natural medicines, fundamentally 
changed human health, altered die world 
order, and profoundly transformed die 
worlds of chemistry students like Liang.

When he was studying chemistry at 
Fudan University in the 1980s, Liang want­
ed to become a writer. As a young man 
interested in literature and art, he spent 
most of his time playing sports, reading 
world classics, playing cards and dancing, 
leaving him litde time for chemistry. But 
the trajectory of his life was completely 
changed in a single lesson, during which 
die professor recounted the story of how 
quinine was synthesized, the starting point 
of modem organic syntiiesis.

If, as Liang wrote in the epilogue of his 
book, die synthesis of quinine “opened up 
the world of chemistry” for him and made 
him “truly fell in love with organic chemis­
try”, then the synthesis of artemisinin 
allowed him to “start thinking about die 
magical world of life”

The peculiarity of qinghao urged him to 
diink deeper: “Why does sweet wormwood 
contain a compound with such a unique 
structure? Why is it only found in that 
plant, and not in others like grass? Is it truly 
meant to be a natural compound for killing 
malaria parasites?”

These questions, he explains, may also be 
helpful in inspiring people to diink about 
how to find the next “artemisinin” hidden 
in the compendium of TCM prescriptions. 

‘Tf there is an initial intent in writing the 
book, it is to get people to think about this 
question together. Right now, if s a question 
without an answer. But if more people start 
drinking about it, we might be able to find 
die answer, or answers, so that we won’t 
wait another 1,600 years to find the next 
‘artemisinin”’ he writes.

The book includes excerpts about sweet 
wormwood and treatment metiiods for 
malaria from the Zhou HouBei Ji Fang and 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) medical expert 
Li Shizhen’s CompendiumofMateriaMedi- 
ca for reference.

“Compared to Li’s encyclopedic collec­
tion of herbs and prescriptions, I’m more 
interested in Ge’s 43 prescriptions for treat­
ing malaria, because among the three 
known effective natural antimalarials — 
quinine, artemisinin and the alkaloid of die 
antifebrile dichroa root, he got two correct 
more than 1,600 years ago,” he says.

“Compared to sweet wormwood, obvi­
ously Ge had conducted more studies on 
dichroa root, and had been trying to 
improve the prescription for it,” he says. 

Despite die plentiful sorcerous content 
in the Zhou Hou Bei Ji Fang, Liang says 
that he will continue researching Ge’s pre­
scriptions to see if tiiere are any other spe­
cial discoveries.

n 330, Ge Hong, a Taoist scholar and 
alchemist born in 283, moved to Luo­
fu Mountain in present-day South 
China’s Guangdong province to con­

tinue his pursuit of physical immortality, 
which he believed could be attained 
tiirough alchemy.

He soon became known for his lifesaving 
prescriptions. Apart from alchemy, Ge 
spent much of his time studying herbal 
medicine and collecting and testing differ­
ent prescriptions before recording his find­
ings in books like the ZhouHouJiuZu Fang 
(later known as th e Z/wm Hou BeiJiFang), a 
prescription guide for emergencies.

One day, a farmer from a village at die 
foot of the mountain came to seek Ge’s help. 
Many of the villagers had fallen ill, suffering 
from alternating chills and fever. Some had 
even died. It was a common affliction in die 
south of China, and was thought to be 
caused by miasmas. Ge gave the farmer two 
different prescriptions, and told him that 
tiiey might take effect three days after 
drinking them.

Three days later, Ge’s student reported 
tiiat both prescriptions had worked, so he 
noted them down in the Zhou Hou Jiu Zu 
Fang.

In the late 19tii century, more tiian 1,500 
years later, the cause of the disease was 
finally discovered. The alternating chills 
and fever were brought on by malaria, a dis­
ease that is estimated to have killed 
between 25 and 50 percent of all humans 
that have ever lived.

By way of treatment for malaria, Ge 
recorded 43 prescriptions in die Zhou Hou 
Jiu Zu Fang, including the two he gave to 
die farmer — one based on changshan, or 
dichroa root, an antifebrile, and another 
based on qinghao, or sweet wormwood.

“Take a handful of qinghao, soak it in two 
sheng (about 400 millimeters) of water, 
squeeze out die juice, and consume all of it,” 
Ge writes.

It was not until the latter half of 1971, 
when pharmaceutical chemist Tu Youyou 
was rereading the Zhou Hou Bei Ji Fang as 
part of her research into effective tradition­
al Chinese medicine prescriptions to treat 
malaria, that qinghao emerged as a promis­
ing choice.

Tu explained when she received the 
Nobel Prize in physiology or medicine in 
2015 that, die research team of which she 
was a member had tried the plant, but its 
effect proved unstable. Wien Hi read Ge’s 
prescription, it suddenly occurred to her 
that the extraction process might need to 
avoid high temperatures, and so she con­
sidered using a method that involved sol­
vents witii lower boiling points.

This unusual spark led to a groundbreak­
ing scientific discovery, resulting in a new 
drag tiiat has saved millions of lives and 
benefited humanity as a whole.

The question is why, during the more 
tiian 16 centuries since Ge, tiiere had been 
no progress regarding the use of qinghao to 
treat malaria in China. That is something 
Liang Guibai, the author of Shuang Yao Ji, 
or A Thle of T\vo Drags, hopes readers will 
drink about while reading. He’s co-founder 
and chief scientist at Shanghai-based 
SHEO Pharmaceuticals, and an independ-
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Iranian Sinologist Ehsan Doostmohammadi addresses an academic 
forum on Confucianism in Zhejiang province, provided to china daily
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The friendship between China 
and Iran has a long history, with 
deep-rooted ties along the Silk Road 
dating back centuries. At the same 
time, the brilliance of Chinese cul­
ture spread along tiiis route to the 
distant land of Persia, enriching cul­
tural exchanges between the two 
countries.

Throughout history, Chinese cul­
ture and civilization gradually per­
meated various aspects of Iranian 
society, particularly literature.

Chinese elements became an 
essential source of inspiration for 
Persian poets, who not only wove 
Chinese landscapes, characters and 
stories into their verses, but also 
expressed deep admiration and long­
ing for Chinese aestiietics, crafts­
manship and sculpture. These 
literary works are not only a testa­
ment to the cultural exchanges 
between China and Iran, but also a 
valuable legacy of mutual learning 
between civilizations.

Diverse elements of Chinese cul­
ture and civilization have influ­
enced Persian literature, 
particularly Persian poetry. Many 
poets evoke the mystique of China

of what is today Afghanistan, Iran 
and India from the 10th to the 12th 
centuries. During tiiis period, Per­
sian poets subtly incorporated 
descriptions and praise of Chinese 
architecture into tiieir works. The 
distinctive design and layout of 
Chinese courtyards particularly 
captivated Persian poets, who 
regarded them as the pinnacle of 
architectural elegance and 
expressed admiration for their 
beauty in their poetry.

For instance, Sanai, in The Walled 
Garden of Truth, wrote:

“Whatalucky soul, bathingin the 
gentle embrace of spring.

Enjoying the sweetness of kisses, 
the joy of embraces, the most beauti- 

emblem of elegance and charm, for- fid in the world.
ever immortalized in their verses. That Chinese-style courtyard,

Rumi, in Divan-i Shams (The Col- with an infinite view,
lected Poems of Shams), wrote: Like a glory, like a treasure gener-

“What should you know of the ously given by Caesar to his beloved 
(sweet) savor of patience, O you of daughter,

Radiating nobility and elegance.” 
Sanai’s poem delicately captures 

die joy of spring’s return, while also
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If more people start thinking about it, we
might be able to find the answer, or answers, 
so that we won’t wait another 1,600 years to 

find the next ‘artemisinin’.”
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Left: Sh uang Yao Ji. or A Tale of Two Drugs, reveals scientific milestones regarding quinine and artemisinin, both 
antimalarial drugs. Right: Liang, the author, is a drug research and development scientist, photos provided to china daily
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brittle heart—
Especially, of patience for the sake

of that Beauty of Chigil?”
In die history of Persian poetry, skillfullyweavingintiieartisticcharm 

references to Chinese architecture of Chinese courtyards. Tiiis fusion of 
can be traced back to the early imagery adds an exotic and culturally 
Ghaznavid Dynasty, one that’s with rich dimension to the poem.
a Turkic origin that ruled over parts In Iranian culture, poetry is key to
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