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denied lifesaving aid, based sim­
ply on who they are or where 
they live.

From the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Haiti to Myanmar, 
Sudan and beyond, we cannot 
allow a generation of children 
to become collateral damage 
to the world’s unchecked wars. 
UNICEF refuses to accept this 
deadly new normal. We can all 
work together to make change 
happen.

Citizens everywhere can begin 
by refusing to avert our gaze from 
children’s suffering, or not stay'- 
ing silent when attacks on child­

ren occur, just because it is too 
distant or the situation too com­
plex. We must insist that protect­
ing children from conflicts they 
had no hand in triggering is the 
cornerstone of our shared 
humanity. We should support 
leadership that takes decisive 
action to end and prevent attacks 
and violence against children 
trapped in war zones. 

All warring parties where con­
flicts rage must act to fulfill their 
obligations to protect children — 
ending attacks that kill and injure 
children or destroy their schools, 
hospitals and other infrastructure 
and services they rely on, and 
stopping abduction, sexual vio­
lence and recruitment of children 
in conflicts.

k

By almost every measure, 2024 
was one of the worst years on 
record for children living in con­
flict zones in the history of The 
United Nations Children’s Fund, 
or UNICEF. More than one in 
every six children globally now 
live in areas affected by conflict, 
and are forced to face unthinka­
ble violations.

Unfortunately, 2025 does not 
look much better for children. 

Children do not start wars but 
they pay die highest price. They 
are more likely than adults to be 
killed or maimed by bombs or 
weapons. They lose the protec­
tion and care of family members 
and friends. They’re abducted 
from their homes, recruited by 
armed groups and sexually violat­
ed. Their schools and hospitals 
are destroyed, and many are

By ZHANG YU in Xiong’an, Hebei 

zhangyul @chinadaily.com.cn

Editor’s note: In April 2017, 
China’s central authorities 
announced the establishment 
ofXiong’an New Area in Hebei 
province. Over the past eight 
years, Xiong’an has played an 
important role as an engine for 
regional development by absorb­
ing Beijing’s noncapitalfunc­
tions and promoting innovation.

Members of the Chinese Red Cross International Emergency Response Teamwork on Monday in quake-affected Mandalay. Myanmar. 
wei xiaohao / china daily See more, pages 3,7,11

achieved a high level of develop­
ment. China has been Bangla­
desh’s largest trading partner for
15 consecutive years, with bilateral 
trade exceeding $23.9 billion in 
2023.

By OUYANG SHIJLA

ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn

By MO JINGXI

mojingcci@chinadaily.com.cn
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facturing activities, rose to 51.4 in 
March from 51.1 in February.

Fitch Ratings said in its latest 
report that it expects a rotation in the 
pattern of China’s growth this year, 
with domestic demand becoming 
the predominant growth driver.

“The impact of US trade policy on 
China — both direct and indirect 
through slower global growth — will 
be partly offset by looser fiscal and 
monetary policy, and exchange-rate 
depreciation,” the report said. “More­
over, there are signs of some stabili­
zation in the property market, 
meaning that the real estate sector 
may become less of a drag on whole­
economy investment”

This year’s Government Work 
Report pledged a “more proactive fis­
cal policy”, a shift from the previous 
stance of adopting a “proactive fiscal 
policy”, setting the annual projected 
fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio at around 
4 percent, up from 3 percent last year 
and the highest since the record 
started in 2010.

Ben Simpfendorfer, a partner at 
consultancy Oliver Wyman, said that 
China’s strong fiscal stimulus will 
provide support for the economy by 
offsetting headwinds.

“The annual growth target of 
around 5 percent seems a quite rea­
sonable — and certainly practical — 
target over the course of the year. That 
growth remains realistic,” he said

Citing China’s sharpened focus on 
stronger consumption and innova­
tion-led growth, Simpfendorfer 
emphasized that the country is bet­
ting not just on short-term growth, 
but also on long-term restructuring. 

“China’s growth miracle is unique in 
many ways. It has relied on three key 
factors — a vast market to scale prod­
ucts, a vast manufacturing sector to 
integrate those products and a State- 
led direction to mobilize resources,” he 
said, adding that this helps explain 
why the country has been “so success­
ful” over die past few decades and why 
it has “such a promising future”

Marc Horn, executive vice-presi­
dent of Merck and president of 
Merck China, expressed strong opti­
mism about the prospects of the 
world’s second-largest economy. 
“The two sessions showed very 
strong confidence in a stable, resil­
ient economy, focusing again on con­
tinuous innovation,” he said.

China is Merck’s second-largest 
market and an important source of 
innovation, he noted.

“We are very confident in remain­
ing committed to our investments. 
Over the past 10 years, we have 
already spent 7 billion yuan ($965 
million) here in China across various 
businesses such as electronics, health­
care and life sciences,” he added.

”7

billion
worth of bilateral trade
took place between China 
and Bangladesh in 2023.

two neighboring countries have 
set an example of state-to-state 
relations and people-to-people 
exchanges that the rest of the 
world could follow.

Yunus also said the bond of the 
China-Bangladesh relationship is 
strong enough for a long and suc­
cessful journey, because the two 
nations make it a point to “be 
frank with each other, be friendly 
to each other, share things with 
each other, help each other”.

“Having such a great friend 
together with us makes us feel 
good, makes us feel strong. It’s a 
very inspiring relationship for us,” 
he said, adding that his visit to Chi­
na will help the work back in Bang­
ladesh, as the country is now at a 
historic juncture.

In recent years, the economic 
and trade cooperation between 
China and Bangladesh has

Online
See more 
by scanning
the code.

The China-Bangladesh rela­
tionship has reached a peak after 
five decades of development, and 
Bangladesh looks forward to 
bringing bilateral ties to new 
heights in the next half-century, 
said the chief adviser of the 
South Asian nation’s interim 
government.

Muhammad Yunus made the 
remarks in an exclusive interview 
with China Daily on Saturday 
before wrapping up his first visit to 
China since assuming his current 
post in August.

Yunus, a Nobel Peace Prize lau­
reate and globally renowned 
social-business entrepreneur, 
said that China’s neighborhood 
diplomacy resonates deeply with 
him, as do a series of major Chi­
na-proposed global initiatives, 
such as the Belt and Road Initia­
tive and the building of a commu­
nity with a shared future for 
mankind.

As this year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the China-Bangla­
desh relationship, Yunus said the

3
tf I

Relocated from the capital 
under a national initiative to 
decentralize noncapital func­
tions, Chen is part of a wave of 
professionals drawn by the area’s 
opportunities, cutting-edge 
industries and high-quality 
urban living environment

After working and living in the 
emerging city for over a year, 
Chen is trying to persuade his 
wife to join him in Xiong’an New 
Area. He enjoys a comfortable 
lifestyle there and is working 
hard to afford the couple’s dream 
apartment.

Chen relocated from neigh­
boring Beijing, and is typical of 
the new residents in Xiong’an, 
which was established eight 
years ago as a pilot project to 
help address the capital’s big 
city issues.

Belt and Road projects
Bangladesh was the first coun­

try in South Asia to join the BRI. 
The implementation of a series of 
Belt and Road projects, especially 
in infrastructure construction, 
has injected impetus into Bangla­
desh’s economic growth and 
improved the livelihood of its 
people.

Yunus said the BRI, which was 
proposed by President Xi Jinping 
in 2013, is very important for 
Bangladesh, which has vast access 
to the ocean, because it can con­
nect the region’s landlocked 
nations together and jointly pro­
mote economic development.

TAW
■

PMI expansion attributable to Al-led emerging 
sectors, policy stimulus, improved, sentiment

China’s factory activity expanded 
modestly for a second straight 
month in March, adding to a string of 
recent indicators pointing to a stabi­
lizing economy amid improved sen­
timent in the manufacturing sector. 

Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed on Monday that 
China’s official purchasing managers 
index for the manufacturing sector 
rose from 50.2 in February to 50.5 in 
March, its highest level in a year, stay­
ing above the 50 mark that separates 
expansion from contraction.

Analysts said the mood in China’s 
manufacturing sector has improved, 
with both demand and supply pick­
ing up, buoyed by the optimism fol­
lowing the recently concluded two 
sessions, the annual meetings of the 
nation’s top legislative and political 
advisory bodies.

They added that policymakers’ 
push for consumption- and innova­
tion-driven growth could help cush­
ion the impact of the United States 
tariff hikes, sustain growth momen­
tum and support long-term eco­
nomic restructuring.

Wang Qing, chief macroeconomic 
analyst at Golden Credit Rating 
International, attributed the expan­
sion in manufacturing PMI to the full 
resumption of work and production 
after the Spring Festival holiday, the 
improved prosperity level of strategic 
emerging sectors with the rise of arti­
ficial intelligence model DeepSeek, 
continuous stimulus measures 
aimed at spurring consumption and 
investment, and boosted market sen­
timent following positive signals 
from the two sessions.

“The latest figures reflect both 
seasonal recovery and the effective­
ness of pro-growth policies. These 
indicate that the economy main­
tained a relatively strong momen­
tum in the first quarter, with GDP 
growth expected to reach around 5 
to 5.2 percent year-on-year,” he said. 

Considering the impact of US tar­
iff hikes and the ongoing correction 
in the real estate market, Wang said 
he expects policymakers to step up 
countercyclical adjustments of mac­
roeconomic policies. “We anticipate 
that the window to reduce interest 
rates and the reserve requirement 
ratio will reopen in the second quar­
ter,” he added.

The NBS data showed that China’s 
nonmanufacturing PMI, which 
includes subindexes for activity in the 
services and construction sectors, 
increased to 50.8 in March from 50.4 
in February. Meanwhile, the country’s 
official composite PMI, which covers 
both manufacturing and nonmanu-
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area continues 
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Bodies of 15 Gaza aid workers 
missing for a week recovered 
WORLD, PAGE 6

hen Hongsheng, a
42-year-old researcher, 
has spent the past year 

building a new life in Xiong’an 
New Area — a rising innovation 
hub in Hebei province, 100 kilo­
meters southwest of Beijing.
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Ancient artisans’ 
mastery wows 
modem audience
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A woman holds up a placard during a protest on Sunday calling 
for a change in the Japanese government's agricultural policies in 
downtown Tokyo. About 3,200 rice growers and dairy farmers 
marched down a street, demanding measures for income security. 
RICHARD A. BROOKS / AFP
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Xiong’an: New area redefining urban living
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Zhang Guohua, Party secretary 
of Xiong’an

him feel comfortable and offer inspiration. 
According to Chen, the housing in the new 

area is in high demand as more people are 
moving there because of die city’s appeal. “It 
seems that everyone is very optimistic about 
the city’s development,” he said.

Opportunities plentiful
Initial success in alleviating Beijing’s non­

capital functions can be seen already, with 
landmark resettlement projects happening 
one after another.

Central State-owned enterprises, includ­
ing China Satellite Network Group Co, Chi­
na Huaneng Group Co, Sinochem Holdings 
Co, and China Mineral Resources Group Co, 
have either fully moved to the new area or

Designated as a centralized relocation 
area for the non-capital functions of Beijing 
— mainly universities, research institutes, 
medical institutions, corporate headquar­
ters, financial institutions, and public insti­
tutions — Xiong’an is promoting the smooth 
migration of these sectors and enhancing its 
ability to attract them through “internal 
driving forces”
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are speeding up construction and renova­
tions of office buildings.

Beyond State-led relocations, market- 
driven projects are also gaining momentum, 
such as die China Telecom Smart City Indus­
trial Park, a complex that integrates 
research and development offices, technolo­
gy services, operational management, and 
lifestyle amenities.

In 2024, a total of 47 new central enter­
prises’ secondary and tertiary subsidiaries 
and more than 300 various central enter­
prise branches based themselves in the new 
area, according to local government statis­
tics, forming a favorable situation for the 
continuous advancement of resettlement. 

These transferred subsidiaries and bran­
ches, whether listed for relocation or mar­
ket-driven, are rapidly multiplying in 
Xiong’an. And their employees, far from 
being marginalized, have instead found new 
work and research opportunities.

As a researcher in new energy-storage tech­
nologies, Chen is pleased that the new area 
can facilitate research-centered companies, 
like his, development of large laboratories.

“Having a lab is crucial for us. While in 
Beijing, we had been expecting a lab, it 
seemed challenging,” Chen said.

But in the first year in Xiong’an, his com­
pany has already started construction of a 
2,000-square-meter lab in Zangang, a pilot 
base planned by the new area’s government. 

“We researchers are looking forward to it,” 
he said.

Despite Xiong’an’s appeal, Chen faces per­
sonal challenges.

“My wife has a stable career in Beijing, so

FT
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while the other two founders are a return­
ee from Australia and a graduate from 
Chongqing.

The team is developing and promoting a 
portable cerebral hemorrhage detection 
and analysis device aimed at addressing 
urgent brain medical needs such as strokes, 
by providing rapid qualitative screening 
and real-time intracranial bleeding moni­
toring, Zhang said.

“This empowers medical institutions to 
provide brain imaging at patients’ sides 
promptly, reducing the time from symptom 
onset to treatment or intervention,” Zhang 
said, adding that the device is expected to 
launch by the end the year after completing 
clinical trials.

“Xiong’an itself is a dream, and a place 
where we young people can realize our 
dreams like this,” he said.

Ni Yuefeng, the provincial Party secretary, 
said that more than 170 academicians, over 
1,000 entrepreneurs from Beijing’s Zhong- 
guancun Science Park, and more than 
50,000 college students have visited 
Xiong’an to evaluate what it has to offer. “Aft­
er experiencing the modern tube of Xiong’an, 
more and more innovative talents are voting 
with their feet for the new area,” Ni said.

A large number of talented people in their 
fields have chosen Xiong’an and, like Zhang, 
have settled in the area to pursue their 
dreams, according to the administrative 
committee of Xiong’an.

With the attraction of talent, Xiong’an is 
focused on becoming an innovation hub 
and entrepreneurship hot spot of the new 
era. “A series of high-level innovation plat­
forms have been established to cover all sta­
ges from research and development to 
commercialization,” said Zhang Guohua, 
top official of the new area.

According to Zhang, Xiong’an has inte­
grated into Beijing’s high-level talent hub, 
attracted leading enterprises, key figures, 
and innovation teams, established an alli­
ance for relocated universities, set up a spe­
cial fund for talent, and implemented the 
Sixteen Xiong Talents Policies.

Among the 16 policies is a measure to 
attract top global talent for key develop­
ment industries such as new-generation 
information technology, modern life scien­
ces and biotechnology, new materials, 
aerospace information, green energy, and 
fintech. To work in Xiong’an, top scientists 
will be offered with 20 to 50 million jaian in 
research funding and 3 million yuan in liv­
ing allowances, plus spacious accommoda­
tions of no less than 200 square meters.

“Such benefits are unmatched by other 
cities,” Zhang Zequn, the PhD candidate, 
said.

While various policies are offered to 
attract new talent to Xiong’an, the original 
residents of the area, which covers Anxin, 
Rongcheng and Xiongxian counties, have 
not been forgotten.

According to Zhang Guohua, more than 
100,000 local people are gradually transi­
tioning from rural to urban life.

“We are creating a city that’s friendly for 
people of all ages, constructing a series of 
wonderful city scenes, building 15-minute 
living circles, and making a high-quality liv­
ing environment a distinct feature of 
Xiong’an,” he said.

With its dual focus on innovation and liv­
ability, Xiong’an is poised to redefine urban 
development in China.

it’s not easy for her to decide changing her 
job. Meanwhile, her parents who have lived 
with us for years to help take care of the 
child, are used to life in Beijing, including 
the neighborhood and their friends,” he 
said.

Chen, who has lived in the capital for 
almost 20 years and plans to gradually relo­
cate his whole family to Xiong’an, said “I 
have to take it slowly1:

“I’m working hard to buy an apartment, 
and it makes me anxious when properties 
are quickly snapped up by others,” Chen 
said, adding that the new area’s urban plan­
ning and modern design concepts make

Wonderful scenes
As an employee of China Da tang Technol­

ogy Innovation Co — a participant in the 
relocation process, Chen’s experiences and 
feelings about the shift illustrate how these 
internal driving forces are becoming more 
robust.

“I came to Xiong’an for the first time in 
January 2024. Initially, it felt quite sparse 
and quiet here. But throughout the year, 
many work units gradually moved in, mak­
ing the area livelier,” Chen said, adding that 
amenities are close by, and shopping and 
entertainment facilities are well-equipped, 
making daily life very convenient.

The local government in Xiong’an has 
issued him a Talent Card B, which offers 
many public service conveniences. The 
card also provides a monthly housing sub­
sidy for employees who have relocated to 
the new area.

“The conditions for entrepreneurship and 
living, as well as benefits for relocated per­
sonnel, are not lower than when they stayed 
in Beijing,” Zhang Guohua, Party secretary 
of Xiong’an New Area, said in an interview 
with China Daily in early March.

According to the committee, the new 
area’s housing provident fund standards, 
which provide funding support for individu­
als to buy houses, are aligned with Beijing’s 
policies.

And a one-card pass for social security in 
Beijing and Xiong’an enables intercity 
mutual recognition for use of public trans­
port, medical treatment, and medicine pur­
chases.

“Working and living in Xiong’an also 
allows you to experience the wonderful 
scenes of no traffic congestion, mini football 
fields, tree-lined parking lots, and a paradise 
for migratory birds,” Ni Yuefeng, secretary of 
the Hebei Provincial Committee of the Com­
munist Party of China, said during the two 
sessions in March.

These efforts align with directives from 
China’s central authorities, who have priori­
tized Xiong’an’s development as a millenni­
al plan of national significance.

Policies related to children’s education, 
healthcare, housing, compensation, social 
security, medical insurance, and the hous­
ing provident fund for relocated personnel 
should be further refined and implement­
ed, in order to ensure that both relocated 
work units and personnel enjoy tangible 
benefits.
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Attracting talent
His feelings about Xiong’an attractions 

are shared by other talents moving there.
Zhang Zequn, a PhD candidate jointly 

supervised by the University of Science and 
Technology of China in Hefei, Anhui prov­
ince and Eastern Institute of Technology in 
Ningbo, Zhejiang province, came to 
Xiong’an in August 2024.

As a talent, he represents a major new 
type of cohort in Xiong’an. “In July last year, 
I visited Xiong’an for the first time to evalu­
ate its ecosystem and support for emerging 
industries, which turned out to be very 
encouraging,” Zhang said, adding that he 
and his peers immediately decided to create 
a company there.

According to Zhang, the area has strong 
policy backing, with targeted incentives for 
cutting-edge sectors aligned with his start­
up’s vision.

Though he is only 26 years old, Zhang 
co-founded Xiong’an Anying Technology Co 
with his peers, serving as a chief technology 
officer. The company contributes to the 
advancement of medical Al solutions.

“The four of us unanimously chose 
Xiong’an, a new city full of opportunities, 
to incubate our cutting-edge products,” 
Zhang said. The company’s chairman Zhou 
Haoran, 27, is from Tsinghua University,

£
We are creating a city 

that’s friendly for 
people of all ages, 

constructing a series of 
wonderful city scenes, 

and building 15- 
minute living circles, 
and making a high- 

quality living 
environment a distinct 
feature of Xiong’an.”

Top left: A resident plays with her child at Fujiayuan residential community in Rongdong area, Xiong’an New Area on March 20. 
Top right: Tai chi enthusiasts engage in group exercises in Ding’an community, Rongdong area. Above left: An inspector explains
bird habitat conditions at a bird monitoring station in Baiyangdian Scenic Area in Xiong’an. Above right: Employees work at 
Xiong’an Anying Technology Co in the Xiong’an Science and Technology Innovation Center, photos by wang jing / china daily
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An aerial photo of the Xiong’an Business Service Center and Rongdong area in Xiong’an New Area, Hebei province, taken on March 21. photos by wang jing / china daily
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Warring parties must also unfail­
ingly enable safe access to lifesaving 
and protective services and sup­
plies for children. This includes tak­
ing action to prevent and end 
attacks on humanitarian workers 
risking their lives to save and pro­
tect children.

Governments that have influence 
over warring parties should use 
that influence to ensure children 
are protected in accordance with 
the requirements of international 
law, reinforcing diplomatic efforts 
to prevent and end violations 
against children.

International peace and security 
institutions, such as the UN Securi­
ty Council and regional organiza­
tions, should re-engage in collective 
action to consistently prioritize the 
safety and well-being of children 
trapped in aimed conflicts, includ­
ing proactive diplomatic efforts to 
end conflicts.

The international community 
should urgently increase investment 
in programs to protect children 
impacted by conflicts, alongside

The author is UNICEF representa­
tive to China. The views don’t neces­
sarily reflect those of China Daily.

for tilings to do for his people. 
Xi can see the real problems of 

the people on the ground, he said. 
Yunus, a former banker, who 

pioneered the microcredit move­
ment, which provides very small 
loans to millions of the world’s 
poorest people, said that Xi still 
remembered their first meeting. 

“I was very impressed that 
someone at this position was 
thinking about something I do far 
away with the poor women in the
village. So I always admire him for 
that,” Yunus said.

He also said he believes that the 
vision proposed by Xi of building a 
community with a shared future 
for mankind arises from the idea 
that “no matter where we are in 
the boat together, if this boat sinks, 
we are finished”

It’s not about one country or 
another country, Yunus said, but 
rather “as a human being on this 
planet, we have to save this planet. 
That’s the No 1 goal”

Yunus said he has been promot­
ing something similar in the notion 
of creating a world of “three zeros — 
zero poverty, zero unemployment 
and zero net carbon emissions. 

“It’s our collective responsibility 
to protect this (planet),” he said.

tasting food, exploring night mar­
kets, and taking high-speed trains 
in China, using their cameras to 
showcase an open, safe, vibrant 
and sincerely friendly China,” he 
said, encouraging more frequent 
visits by young people to foster 
stronger ties.

Xu also emphasized the signifi­
cance of China and India in the 
international arena, saying that 
they are both vital forces in a multi­
polar world, dynamic drivers of 
global growth and leading forces 
among Global South countries, and 
they should contribute to a more 
stable and better world.

He quoted President Xi’s 
remarks during a visit to India in 
September 2014, when Xi said, “If 
we speak with one voice, the whole 
world will listen, and if we join 
hands, the whole world will pay 
attention.”

The ambassador called for deep­
er coordination and cooperation in 
international affairs to safeguard 
the legitimate rights and interests 
of developing nations, promote a 
more just, fair and reasonable 
international order, and jointly 
address global challenges such as 
climate change, energy and food 
security, and terrorism.

By JIANG CHENGLONG 

jiangchenglong@chinadailycom.cn

Chinese Ambassador to India 
Xu Feihong has emphasized that 
China-India relations are at a piv­
otal moment for progress, and he 
called for both nations to over­
come challenges and proactively 
strengthen ties on a stable, 
healthy path.

Tuesday marks the 75th anniver­
sary of the establishment of diplo­
matic ties between China and 
India, the first nonsocialist country 
to establish diplomatic relations 
with China.

“Despite fluctuations, the bilateral 
relationship has overall maintained 
a positive momentum of develop­
ment, with friendly exchanges and 
cooperation always being the main­
stream,” Xu said in an interview with 
China Daily.

“History has repeatedly proved 
that China-India relations extend 
far beyond the bilateral scope, hold­
ing significant regional and global 
influence. Unity and cooperation 
between China and India benefit 
both nations, Asia and the world at 
large,” he said.

In October, President Xi Jinping 
and Indian Prime Minister Naren­
dra Modi met in Kazan, Russia, 
leading the bilateral ties to over­
come difficulties and embark on a 
newjoumey.

Since then, interactions at various

It.'
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last year, Xu has visited several 
Indian states. “I have deeply felt 
that China and India not only share 
close historical and cultural ties 
and similar social values, but also 
have common goals of prosperity 
and development, underpinned by 
a solid foundation of people-to- 
people friendship.”

Underlining China’s commit­
ment to boosting people-to-people 
exchanges with India, Xu said that 
Chinese diplomatic missions in 
India issued 280,000 visas to Indi­
an citizens in 2024.

In the first quarter of this year, 
about 70,000 visas were issued, up 
about 15 percent year-on-year.

Last week, during a consultation 
between officials of the two nations’ 
foreign ministries, the two countries 
agreed to accelerate efforts to 
resume direct flights, facilitate per­
sonnel exchanges and enable the 
reciprocal sending of reporters.

“Currently, the competent author­
ities of both sides are engaged in 
intensive discussions to negotiate 
specific plans,” Xu said, expressing 
his hope that India will work with 
China to achieve tangible progress 
on these matters at an early date.

Youth engagement is another pri­
ority for Xu, who sees the world’s 
largest youth populations in China 
and India as the future of the bilater­
al friendship.

“I am delighted to see many 
young Indian internet bloggers

with professional gear and search 
and rescue dogs, then coordinated 
with the CSRT and conducted 
search and rescue operations in 
two affected areas in Mandalay, the 
Security Bureau said.

On Monday, the first shipment 
of emergency humanitarian 
earthquake relief supplies pro­
vided by the Chinese government 
arrived in Yangon, Chinese For­
eign Ministry spokesman Guo 
Jiakun said at a regular news con­
ference, adding that the Red 
Cross Society of China had also 
provided relief supplies.

The relief supplies included 
1,200 tents, 8,000 blankets and 
over40,000 first aid kits, according 
to the China International Devel­
opment Cooperation Agency.

On Saturday, the Chinese gov­
ernment announced the provi­
sion of 100 million yuan ($14 
million) in emergency humani­
tarian aid to Myanmar.

Guo said that after the earth­
quake, China quickly activated its 
emergency mechanism to carry 
out rescue and consular protec­
tion efforts.

“The Yunnan rescue medical 
team arrived in Myanmar 18 
hours after the earthquake, 
becoming the first international 
rescue team to enter the earth- 
quake-hit area, and successfully 
rescued a trapped victim in coop­
eration with local rescue forces,” 
he said.

In addition to several official 
rescue teams, civilian rescue for­
ces from various parts of China 
have already entered or are enter­
ing Myanmar, Guo said.

“Currently, about 400 Chinese 
earthquake experts and rescue 
and medical personnel are partic­
ipating in the earthquake relief 
efforts across Myanmar,” the 
spokesman said.

China wall work with Myanmar 
to overcome difficulties, make the 
most of the 72-hour window to 
rescue survivors, treat the injured, 
and deliver aid supplies to the dis­
aster victims, he said.

“We believe that with the sup­
port of the international commu­
nity, the government and people 
of Myanmar will be able to unite 
and overcome the disaster, and 
rebuild their homes.”

Government to send $14 million in emergency 
humanitarian support to affected nation

The chief adviser said it is nor­
mal for “anything you do for the 
first time” such as the BRI, to 
encounter doubts, but everyone 
will ultimately be comfortable 
with it as long as it meets the needs 
of the people.

According to Yunus, a special 
economic zone in Bangladesh has 
been established under the BRI for 
Chinese investors to set up their 
industries and sell their products 
more conveniently to the world. 

“You benefit from access to our 
market and the global market. We 
benefit by having your production 
facilities in Bangladesh, by taking 
our young people to help build and 
work for those factories. That way, 
we can get the complementarity 
between the two countries,” he said.

• See more, page 6
• Comment, page 12

Guo Jiakun, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman 
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investments to intensify efforts to 
monitor and report on violations 
against children and advocacy to 
end them once and for all. 

Communities in conflict-affected 
areas must be supported to create 
protective environments for all 
children, taking into account their 
vulnerabilities based on their age, 
gender, disability and legal status. 

Action is being taken, including 
here in China, by both the govern­
ment and citizens. Last year, for 
example, people, including chil­
dren, in China raised 19.5 million 
yuan ($2.7 million) to support chil­
dren affected by the conflict in 
Gaza. These funds were donated to 
the embassy of the State of Pales­
tine in Beijing, which in turn donat­
ed them to UNICEF.

The funds are now being used to 
meet the urgent needs of children 
in Gaza in fields such as education 
and child protection. This is help­
ing many of the most vulnerable 
children in Gaza access basic edu­
cation through temporary learn­
ing spaces.

In other words, we must all come 
together to protect children from 
the horrors of war, reverse this 
deadly “new' normal” of attacks 
against children, and preserve our 
shared humanity. 

Children cannot wait. We must 
act now'.

Multiple rescue teams from 
China have rescued six survivors, 
including a pregnant woman, in 
earthquake-hit Myanmar as of 8 
am local time on Monday, as the 
first group of emergency human­
itarian aid from China arrived in 
the Southeast Asian country.

The magnitude 7.9 earth­
quake, which struck Myanmar 
on Friday, has resulted in 2,056 
deaths and more than 3,900 inju­
ries, and over 270 people were 
still missing as of Monday night, 
according to the country’s state 
television channel MRTV.

Meanwhile, three Chinese citi­
zens had been killed and 14 
injured in the massive earthquake 
as of 5 pm local time, the Chinese 
embassy in Myanmar said.

According to the Ministry of 
Emergency Management, the 
China Search and Rescue Team 
arrived in the hard-hit city of 
Mandalay on Sunday afternoon 
local time and immediately sent 
an advance unit to conduct 
on-site assessments and rescue 
operations.

At 12:40 am on Monday, the 
team rescued a woman near a 
hotel. In addition, the CSRT and 
China’s Zhejiang Rescue Team of 
Ramunion, a civilian rescue orga­
nization, worked together to res­
cue three trapped women near an 
apartment building in Mandalay 
on Monday morning.

The rescued individuals w'ere 
transported to medical facilities 
for treatment, and rescue efforts 
were still ongoing, the Ministry of 
Emergency Management said in a 
news release.

In addition, an elderly man who 
had been trapped for nearly 40 
hours under the rubble of a hospi­
tal in Nay Pyi Daw on Sunday was 
rescued by a team from Southwest 
China’s Yunnan province, Xinhua 
News Agency reported. Also on 
Sunday, members of the Blue Slty 
Rescue Team from Hunan prov­
ince rescued a survivor at Manda­
lay Buddhist Hall.

According to the Ministry of 
Emergency Management, a total 
of 91 members from five social 
emergency response teams orga­
nized by the ministry have 
arrived in Myanmar and are par­
ticipating in or assisting with the 
rescue operations.

Following assessments, the 
CSRT established a campsite in an 
open area near the Chinese consu­
late-general in Mandalay on Sun­
day night.

The Hong Kong Special Admin­
istrative Region’s Security Bureau 
said on social media on Monday 
that a Hong Kong rescue team had 
just arrived in the disaster-stricken 
area of Mandalay and immediately 
joined the CSRT for a briefing on 
the local disaster situation.

The team, which was equipped

Tourists look at large chunks of ice that have washed up on a beach 
in Nuuk, the capital of Greenland, on Monday. Fueled by recent geo­
political tensions and the opening of a new airport in Nuuk, tourism 
in Greenland has surged by 14% year-on-year. leon neal/getty images

Deep impression
During the chief adviser’s four- 

day stay in China, he held talks 
with Xi, w'ho Yunus said is “an 
inspiring person” he has always 
admired.

The two had previously met in 
China in 2009.

Yunus said thatXi is a wise person 
w'ho is looking for ideas and looking

By ZHAO JIA

zhaojia@chinadaily.com.cn

levels, including 
the 23rd Meet­
ing of Special 
Representatives 
for China-India 
Boundary Ques­
tion and the Chi­
na-India Vice 
Foreign Minis­
ter-Foreign Sec­

retary Dialogue, have taken place 
and reached a number of points of 
consensus.

China is willing to collaborate 
with India to reflect on experience, 
properly resolve differences and 
enhance exchanges and coopera­
tion across all sectors and levels, 
Xu said.

He highlighted development as 
the “greatest common denomina­
tor” between the two nations, advo­
cating aligned strategies to support 
mutual success.

China has long been India’s top 
trading partner, with bilateral trade 
in 2024 reaching $138.48 billion, up 
1.7 percent year-on-year.

Xu said that China’s ongoing com­
prehensive deepening of reforms 
and expanding of high-level open- 
ing-up offer Indian businesses 
broader' market access and closer 
cooperation opportunities, adding 
that he hopes India will ensure a 
“fair, transparent and sustainable 
business environment for Chinese 
companies”.

Since assuming his role in May 

£
About 400 Chinese 
earthquake experts 
and rescue and 
medical personnel 
are participating in 
the earthquake 
relief efforts 
across Myanmar.”

‘ft

Young people perform fire-eating stunts on Monday during Eid al-Fitr celebrations in Makassar, Indonesia. Eid al-Fitr marks the end of the 
holy month of Ramadan, muchtamir zaide / afp

Gaza: Joint
efforts, swift 
action urged

Ties: Complementarity
unlocks great potential
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Hotel-like tourist train gearing up for April launch
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pendent dry-wet-separation bath­
room with a temperature-regulat­
ed toilet, anti-pinch door handles 
and an SOS emergency call sys­
tem.

“In the double-bed compart­
ments, the two single beds can be 
reconfigured as twin or king-size 
options, while quadruple-bed 
compartments feature privacy 
curtains. Triple and double-bed 
compartments both include mul-

1

People gather for the annual ceremony honoring Huangdi, the Yellow Emperor, on Monday in what is now Xinzheng, Henan province, 
which is believed to be his birthplace. Huangdi is believed to be the progenitor of Chinese civilization. Held to commemorate his birth­
day, the event falls on the third day of the third month of the Chinese calendar. It was listed as a national intangible cultural heritage in
2008. XU ZONGFU / FOR CHINA DAILY

Darren Watkins Jr (center), a US internet celebrity better known to 
his over 37 million YouTube followers as IShowSpeed is surround­
ed by fans in Chengdu, Sichuan province, on Monday. 
HE HAIYANG / FOR CHINA DAILY

China will provide better legal 
sendees to businesses operating in 
countries participating in the Belt 
and Road Initiative as BRI projects 
expand in scale and the demand for 
specialized legal services, risk miti­
gation mechanisms and dispute 
resolution systems grows, legal 
practitioners said.

Speaking at the International 
Forum on Belt and Road Legal Ser­
vices on Sunday in the city of Xia­
men, Chen Wenqing, a member of 
the Political Bureau of the Commu­
nist Party of China Central Com­
mittee and head of the Commission 
for Political and Legal Affairs of the 
CPC Central Committee, said the 
Belt and Road Initiative aims to 
create a “road of happiness” bene­
fiting nations worldwide. He 
emphasized the importance of the 
rale of law in strengthening inter­
national cooperation and ensuring 
sustainable development under the 
initiative, which involves more 
than 150 countries and regions.

He called for joint efforts to align 
laws, policies, and regulations 
among participating countries, 
enhance cooperation in legal servi-

Gao Zicheng, chairman of the All 
China Lawyers Association, said the 
most common cross-border legal 
issues enterprises and citizens face 
include intellectual property rights, 
environmental protection, and for­
eign investment and financing.

The number of foreign-related 
consultations on business opera­
tions under the BRI received by 
lawyers in the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, which is the 
core area of the Silk Road Eco­
nomic Belt, has seen an average 
annual increase of 30 percent in 
recent years, said Geng Baojian, 
head of the Xinjiang Lawyers 
Association.

More businesses in Xinjiang are 
interested in the opportunities 
brought by the BRI, especially in 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, and 
need detailed legal services, 
including information on register­
ing local branches, paying taxes, 
and understanding cultural and 
political risks that may affect 
operations, Geng said.

“There has been a surging 
demand for services from lawyers 
who are familiar with both Chi­
nese law and the laws of the coun­
tries enterprises want to invest 
in,” he added.

“We have stepped up efforts to 
train Xinjiang lawyers to meet 
this demand, which will only con­
tinue to grow at a faster pace.” 

train includes safety features such 
as fluorescent handrails, anti-slip 
flooring and stepladders. A dedi­
cated medical area is equipped 
with emergency supplies and sen­
ior care items.

The train consists of 14 soft 
sleeper cars with double, triple 
and quadruple bed compart­
ments, a dining car, a multifunc­
tional car and a personnel car. 
Each compartment has an inde-
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tifunctional storage and mini­
bars,” Zhan said.

Advanced soundproofing 
ensures privacy, while double-deck­
er windows maximize natural light, 
he said.

The train’s exterior features 
wavelike patterns flowing dynami­
cally along its body, inspired by 
ancient painted pottery tech­
niques. The design captures the 
surging waves of the Yellow River, 
which flows through nine provin­
ces and regions, including Henan 
and Shandong.

Inside, the train’s decor incorpo­
rates cultural elements from Hen­
an’s heritage, creating a mobile 
exhibition of die province’s histo­
ry. Signs blending Chinese charac­
ters with modern visual elements 
provide intuitive guidance for pas­
sengers, offering a fresh cultural 
and tourism experience.

The launch of the customized 
train underscores the railway sec­
tor’s role in driving regional eco­
nomic and tourism growth.

“With elevated service stan­
dards, the train is expected to boost 
die integration of railway and tour­
ism, injecting new vitality into the 
industries,” China Railway Zheng­
zhou Group said in a statement.

The customized tourist train featuring hotel-like services parks in 
a facility in Qingdao, Shandong province, on Friday. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

safety and foundational chemistry, 
broadening industrial applicability,” 
Ye said.

More than 50 chemical compa­
nies have tested the model, with 
adoption growing steadily. Howev­
er, Ye said traditional engineering 
and Al-human collaboration will 
continue during the transition.

“Building an intelligent chemical 
ecosystem requires time, but it will 
boost efficiency, safety and support 
China’s energy revolution,” he said. 

At the International Forum on 
Sciences for Sustainable Develop­
ment — part of UNESCO’s Interna­
tional Decade of Sciences for 
Sustainable Development (2024- 
2033) — global experts examined 
digital technology’s role in achiev­
ing the United Nations’ 2030 Agen­
da for Sustainable Development

Guo Huadong, an academician at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
and director of the International 
Research Center of Big Data for Sus­
tainable Development Goals, 
unveiled the Beijing Initiative on 
Digital Science and Technology for 
Sustainable Development. The plan 
calls for scaling Al, big data, the 
internet of things and space tech­
nology to combat climate change, 
biodiversity loss and poverty. 

“Digital tools are key to optimizing 
energy use, cutting emissions and 
improving resource management,” 
Guo said. The initiative also advo­
cates global platforms for sharing 
digital resources, integrating tech­
nology into policymaking and boost­
ing public sustainability literacy.

Highlighting China’s contribu­
tions, Guo said SDGSAT-1, the world’s 
first science satellite dedicated to the 
2030 agenda, has delivered more 
tiian 420,000 datasets to 104 coun­
tries since its 2021 launch. The data 
aids in monitoring urban heat 
islands, assessing emissions and dis­
aster response.

Increasing exchanges, projects fuel 
establishment of specialized service

have established 207 branches in 37 
countries and regions, with 73 
branches set up in BRI-participat- 
ing countries and regions. Mean­
while, the number of lawyers 
engaged in international legal ser­
vices has exceeded 12,000. The par­
ties involved in international 
arbitration cases now come from 
more than 100 countries and 
regions worldwide, according to 
the Ministry of Justice.

Since its launch in 2013, the BRI 
has evolved into a critical frame­
work for advancing global infra­
structure connectivity, trade 
facilitation and economic integra­
tion. Its success relies not only on 
financial investments, but also on 
robust legal frameworks and rale-of- 
law guarantees, as commercial dis­
putes in BRI projects are inevitable, 
said Ismail Selim, president of the 
International Federation of Com­
mercial Arbitration Institutions.

“BRI projects involve complex 
transnational transactions that 
require harmonizing legal dispari­
ties across jurisdictions,” Selim said. 
“Participating countries operate 
under diverse legal systems, creating 
challenges in contract enforcement, 
intellectual property protection and 
regulatory compliance. Legal practi­
tioners must bridge these gaps by 
drafting agreements tiiat align with 
both local regulations and interna­
tional standards.”

A new customized tourist train 
featuring hotel-like services rolled 
off the production line on Friday 
in Qingdao, Shandong province, 
ahead of its planned launch in 
mid-April.

Developed by CRRC Sifang and 
China Railway Zhengzhou Group 
in Henan province, the train is 
themed around the Yellow River 
and will connect scenic destina­
tions in Henan, including Luoy- 
ang, Anyang and Sanmenxia.

“The upgraded train adopts the 
style design of electric multiple 
units and provides hotel-like 
accommodations in terms of 
infrastructure, cabin layout, sani­
tation facilities and special acces­
sibility,” said Zhan Weipeng, a 
technical expert at CRRC Sifang. 

The train is managed with 
hotel-style sendee standards and 
offers gourmet meals by 
renowned chefs, interactive cul­
tural activities and a multifunc­
tional car with a tea lounge, game 
room and karaoke zone, Zhan 
said.

Designed for comfort, particu­
larly for elderly passengers, the
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“Whirlwind”
Developed by the Shanghai Mete­

orological Service, the Shanghai Arti­
ficial Intelligence Laboratory, the 
National Meteorological Center and 
die National Meteorological Infor­
mation Center, Yushi specializes in 
predicting sudden severe convective 
weather in Shanghai.

By analyzing three-dimensional 
radar data and incorporating verti­
cal velocity calculations from conti­
nuity equations, Yushi can map the 
3D structure of thunderstorm cells, 
improving accuracy in predicting

a

Experts highlighted the role of 
artificial intelligence and digital 
technologies in accelerating green 
industrial upgrades and advancing 
global sustainable development at 
die 2025 Zhongguancun Forum.

Speaking at the Carbon Peak and 
Carbon Neutrality Science and Tech­
nology Forum, Ding Chibiao, vice- 
president of die Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, said Al is reshaping energy 
systems and driving China’s dual 
carbon goals.

“Al is a cornerstone of innovation 
for future energy structures, driving 
green transitions,” Ding said. China 
aims to peak carbon emissions 
before 2030 and reach carbon neu­
trality before 2060.

Ding noted that Al adoption has 
already improved efficiency in 
high-carbon industries such as 
chemicals, aligning with the acade­
my’s strategic action plan for sci­
ence and technology supporting 
carbon peak and carbon neutrality 
released in 2022. He pledged deep­
er interdisciplinary collaboration 
to advance Al-enabled low-carbon 
energy solutions.

Ye Mao, a researcher at the acade­
my’s Dalian Institute of Chemical 
Physics and head of its intelligent 
chemical engineering team, 
detailed progress in Al-driven 
chemical engineering.

Since 2016, a team led by Liu 
Zhongmin, the institute’s director 
and an academician at the Chinese 
Academy of Engineering, has pio­
neered Al applications in the field. 
Last year, they launched Chem- 
ELLM, a large model for autono­
mous chemical process design, 
followed by an upgraded Chem- 
ELLM 2.0 in November.

“The new version significantly 
improves capabilities in catalysis,ces such as arbitration and media­

tion, and develop mechanisms for 
law enforcement collaboration and 
cross-border dispute resolution.

With increasing international 
economic and trade exchanges and 
cross-border investments, the 
demand for legal services for busi­
ness entities involved in the BRI is 
rising. The role of the rale of law in 
promoting the high-quality devel­
opment of the BRI is also becoming 
more important, said Wang Jun- 
feng, head of the Belt and Road 
International Legal Services Asso­
ciation, which was established on 
Sunday.

“The newly established associa­
tion aims to help enterprises effi­
ciently resolve cross-border 
disputes and continuously optimize 
the business environment,” said 
Wang during the forum.

The China-initiated organization 
will optimize legal service resour­
ces across the entire chain of law­
yers, arbitration, commercial 
mediation and other legal services 
in countries and regions participat­
ing in the BRI, providing profes­
sional legal teams, organizational 
support and diverse legal platforms 
for businesses.

Currently, Chinese law firms

I

The Shanghai Al Meteorological 
Application Innovation Center was 
inaugurated on Monday, accelerat­
ing the city’s adoption of Al-driven 
weather forecasting.

The center is a joint initiative of a 
number of institutions, including 
the Shanghai Meteorological Ser­
vice, the Shanghai Municipal Com­
mission of Economy and 
Informatization, the Shanghai Arti­
ficial Intelligence Laboratory, the 
Shanghai Academy of Al for Science 
and the National Meteorological 
Center. It aims to serve as a compre­
hensive platform for technological 
innovation, industrial incubation 
and international cooperation in Al 
meteorology.

During the inauguration, officials 
unveiled two advanced weather fore­
casting models: Yushi, or “Rain Mas­
ter,” and Fuyao, meaning

> )
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when storms will form and dissi­
pate, said Xu Jianming, head of the 
Shanghai central meteorological 
observatory.

“With these capabilities, the mod­
el is expected to enhance severe con­
vective weather warnings by 15 to 45 
minutes, providing Shanghai with a 
critical buffer for disaster preven­
tion,” Xu said.

Fuyao, developed by the Shang­
hai Meteorological Service and the 
Shanghai Academy of Al for Sci­
ence, focuses on bursts of heavy 
rainfall, thunderstorms and strong 
winds. By rapidly integrating radar, 
satellites, automatic weather sta­
tions and numerical forecast data, 
it can increase forecast frequency 
from hourly updates to every 10 
minutes, with the potential to 
deliver warnings at the subdistrict 
level.

A multi-hazard early warning 
toolbox designed for countries and 
regions participating in the Belt and 
Road Initiative was also introduced 
at the event

The toolbox includes risk assess­
ment, monitoring alerts, informa­
tion dissemination and emergency 
response functions, leveraging algo­
rithmic models and past case stud­
ies to enhance preparedness. 

“The innovation center will active­
ly promote international coopera­
tion in meteorological Al, 
contributing Shanghai’s expertise to 
global early warning efforts,” said 
Feng Lei, director of the Shanghai 
Meteorological Sendee.

Al meteorological center 
inaugurated in Shanghai
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Cui Shengyu dances during the Radikal Forze Jam World Street 
Dance Championship last month in Da Nang, Vietnam. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

By ZOU SHUO in Changsha 

zoushuo@chinadaily.com.cn

Contact the writers at
zhouhuiying@chinadaily.com.cn

Progress was slow but deliberate. 
By 2016, after three years of disci­
plined training and guidance from 
professional coaches, he completed 
his first marathon in Changsha in 4 
hours and 47 minutes. Refining his 
strategy — balancing speed work, 
hill repeats and recovery — he even­
tually slashed his marathon time to 
3 hours and 23 minutes at the 2020 
Shanghai Marathon. He has run 
more than 30 marathons to date.

TYail running entered Zhan’s life 
in 2018 through a casual invitation

By ZOU SHUO and 

HE CHUN in Changsha

of Chinese street dancers to the 
world,” said Cui. “And I also hope to 
see the Chinese flag raised in more 
competitions.”

system from youth training to 
national team selection has been 
established domestically?’ he said. 
“More young talent like Cui is step­
ping onto the international stage 
through systematic training.”

Cui said that his goal is to step 
onto the Olympic stage and win an 
Olympic gold medal.

“I hope I can showcase the power

A 15-year-old from Jilin province 
won a breakdancing event in Viet­
nam last month, on his way to 
defending his world title.

Cui Shengyu, a student from Hui- 
gu School in Changchun, capital of 
Jilin, won the Radikal Forze Jam 
World Street Dance Championship 
held last month in Da Nang, Viet-

the coach,” said Cui. “After explain­
ing a concept, my coach asks me to 
consider how to better demon­
strate a new difficult point or tech­
nique.

“Good dancers need to have their 
own ideas and creativity?’ Cui added. 

In August 2023, Cui won the 
breakdancing championship at the 
second ISF U-15 Gymnasiade, held 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It marked 
the first time a Chinese dancer had 
won an international gold medal for 
breakdancing.

In the past two years, Cui lias won 
several championships at interna­
tional competitions.

Breakdancing is the earliest form 
of street dance popular in North 
America, which originated in New 
York in the 1970s. It focuses on danc­
ers’ individual styles.

Last year, breakdancing made its 
debut at die Olympic Games in Paris. 

Wang Senda, director of the Jilin 
Dance Association’s Street Dance 
Committee, said that Cui’s achieve­
ments reflect the professional devel­
opment of street dance education in 
China.

“With breakdancing becoming an 
official Olympic event, a complete

Zhan Jiaqin, a 61-year-old retired 
corporate executive from Hunan 
province, has etched his name in 
endurance spoils history by con­
quering the 2024 Everest 135, or 
Everest Extreme — a 231.2-kilome- 
ter race through a section of Mount 
Qomolangma in Nepal, dubbed one 
of the planet’s toughest high-alti- 
tude races.

With a staggering cumulative ele­
vation gain of 19,709 meters, tem­
peratures swinging between 25 C 
and -20 C, and a peak altitude of 
5,517 meters, the six-day event tested 
human limits. Zhan, finishing in 130 
hours and 10 minutes, became its 
oldest amateur participant to com­
plete the race.

Zhan was bom in Pingjiang coun­
ty, Hunan in 1964. He graduated 
from Tongji University in Shanghai 
in the 1980s and worked at a State- 
owned construction company in 
Changsha, the provincial capital, for 
19 years before becoming the gener­
al manager of a local private real 
estate company.

His running journey, however, 
began not on mountain trails but in 
a moment of humble self-reckoning. 

In 2013, at age 49, Zhan’s life took 
a pivotal turn during a company 
hiking trip in a remote forest. Strag­
gling to keep pace with colleagues, 
he faced a stark reality: his deterio­
rating health could no longer be 
ignored.

Determined to change, he 
embarked on a rigorous fitness regi­
men, rising at 4:30 am daily for two- 
hour runs before work, later 
incorporating gym sessions to build 
strength. “I started with 2 to 3 kilo­
meters and couldn’t even finish 
that,” he said.

km in Hebei province, where he bat­
tled rain, freezing temperatures and 
scorching sun over 45 hours.

To prepare, Zhan adopted a sci­
ence-backed approach: morning 
20-km runs, afternoon hill repeats 
on Yuelu Mountain in Changsha 
with weighted packs, and meticu­
lous study of navigation tools.

“Blindly running won’t work. You 
need strategy” he said. “More 
importantly, no matter which event 
you participate in, once you feel 
uncomfortable, you need to contact 
the staff quickly.”

The Everest 135, however, 
demanded unprecedented rigor. 
The race — open only to athletes 
with 7,000-meter summit experi­
ence and rigorous medical clear­
ance — required signing a “life-and-

death waiver”. Zhan, the sole ama­
teur in the 135-mile category, faced a 
field of elite international competi­
tors. Armed with dual satellite navi­
gation watches, a phone and backup 
power banks, he navigated desolate 
trails where “not a blade of grass 
grew’:

“I focused only' on reaching the 
next aid station, even if it was 10 km 
away,” he said. “There was also great 
mental stress and especially 
immense loneliness.”

Crossing the finish line, swollen­
faced and tearful, he remarked, “Ido 
not remember the last time I cried, 
but the tears this time will be 
ingrained in my mind forever.”

Running reshaped Zhan’s life 
beyond physical feats. Once prone 
to late-night drinking and erratic 
habits, he now adheres to a monas­
tic routine: bedtime at 10 pm and 
running 300-400 km monthly 
paired with gym sessions.

His health metrics — a resting 
heart rate of 50 bpm, blood pressure 
of 110/70 mm Hg — reflect this 
transformation.

His wife and daughter, initially 
skeptical, joined him. His wife com­
pleted her first 116-km race in Yang- 
zhou, Jiangsu province in 23 hours, 
while the family collectively fin­
ished the Tengchong Marathon in 
Yunnan province.

Zhan’s influence extends beyond 
his household. He mentors runners 
such as Bai Liqin, a 38-year-old nov­
ice he guided to a sixth-place finish 
in her debut 100-km race. “He 
taught me to train smart, not just 
hard,” Bai said.

Now retired, Zhan eyes new hori­
zons: the 400-km “800 Liusha” 
across the Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region’s deserts to Dunhuang 
in Gansu province, and other inter­
national races.

Yet his ultimate ambition tran­
scends sport: “I want to inspire peo­
ple to chase dreams at any age. I’ve 
reached Qomolangma’s base — 
next, I’ll stand on its summit.”

Han Junhong contributed to this
story.

interest in breakdancing,” the moth­
er said.

Under the guidance of Bao Bo, a 
member of the Jilin Dance Associa­
tion’s Street Dance Committee, Cui 
made great progress.

After practicing breakdancing for 
about two years, Cui began to partic­
ipate in domestic competitions, usu­
ally finishing in the top eight or top 
four.

‘The coach told me that my son 
performed even better at competi­
tions than in regular practices,” said 
Song. “He has strong control over 
the rhythm of the live performance 
and excellent adaptability. I also 
find that he gets excited and exudes 
a strong presence onstage.”

Cui attends school in the morning 
and practices in the dance studio 
from afternoon until evening. 

“Thanks to his teachers, who also 
used their spare time to help Cui keep 
up with school courses, he can focus 
more on dancing,” Song said.

However, just practicing hard is 
not enough for Cui. The key to suc­
cess is improving efficiency. 

“During practice, I never think 
about anything else, but only focus 
on solving the issues pointed out by

Clockwise from top: Zhan (back 
right) poses with participants 
before the start of the 2024 Ever­
est 135 race on May 5. Zhan 
(middle) runs a marathon with 
his wife (left) in Changsha, Hun­
an province. Zhan climbs Muz- 
tagh Ata, a 7,546-meter peak in 
the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region.

few

Zhu Youfang contributed to this
story.
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Former executive 
restores health 
through dedicated
training regimen

to a 55-km race in Hunan’s Lang- 
shan Mountains. Naively assuming 
it mirrored road marathons, he 
underestimated the technical 
demands: uneven terrain, naviga­
tion challenges and sleep depriva­
tion. “It took me 13 grueling hours,” 
he recalled.

Yet the experience ignited a pas­
sion. He began tackling longer dis­
tances, including the Xizang 
autonomous region’s Nyingchi 100 
km, Wumeng Mountain’s 330 km in 
Yunnan province, and Chongli’s 192

p
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After eight years of ground­
breaking interdisciplinary col­
laboration, a Chinese research 
team has pioneered a revolu­
tionary leap in agricultural 
technology: a nondestructive 
testing system that performs 
“seed CT scans” to assess the 
vitality of individual seeds.

The innovation, led by Yu 
Yinghong, a researcher at the 
Hunan Academy of Agricultur­
al Sciences, is embodied in a 
prototype device that com­
bines cutting-edge laser spec­
troscopy and artificial 
intelligence to reveal the bio­
logical secrets within seeds — 
without damaging them — 
ushering in a new era of preci­
sion agriculture.

Collaborating with the Hefei 
Institutes of Physical Science, 
the Chinese Academy of Scien­
ces and the CAS Changchun 
Institute of Optics, Fine 
Mechanics and Physics, the 
interdisciplinary team estab­
lished an optical nondestruc­
tive testing system based on 
supercontinuum laser spectros­
copy.

They collected transmission 
spectra and germination phe­
notype data from hundreds of 
thousands of crop seeds, build­
ing a comprehensive “spec­
trum-vigor” database.

By harnessing the supercon­
tinuum laser beams to capture 
detailed spectral “fingerprints” 
of seeds, this system detects 
microscopic indicators — from 
metabolic activity to structural 
integrity — hidden beneath the 
seed coat.

“Everything has its spectrum 
and for seeds, its vitality is 
determined by the things it 
contains, which can be reflect­
ed in the spectrum,” he said. 
“We do not know what each 
spectrum means, but when we 
collected the information of 
enough seeds, the correlation 
becomes clear, so the research 
cannot be done without big 
data and Al.”

Once commercialized, this 
technology is expected to sig­
nificantly enhance seed quality 
for crops such as corn, cotton, 
rice and soybeans, thereby 
boosting large-scale yield 
improvement, he said.

Emphasizing that seeds with 
superior vitality possess greater 
potential for yield improve­
ment and stress resistance, Yu 
said that achieving nondestruc­
tive, single-seed vitality detec­
tion and sorting could break 
through current bottlenecks in 
the seed industry by ensuring 
higher-quality seeds for cultiva­
tion.

Data shows the technology 
achieves almost 100 percent 
accuracy in predicting seed 
vitality when applied to rice, 
corn, soybeans and cotton.

Using this breakthrough, the 
team engineered the world’s 
first prototype for nondestruc­
tive rice seed vitality' detection 
and sorting.

Post-sorting germination 
rates also reach almost 100 per­
cent, with the results validated 
by the Hunan Provincial Agri­
cultural Society. Experts con­
cluded that the achievement 
fills a critical gap in optical 
nondestructive seed testing 
and holds substantial scientific 
and agricultural value.

Yu said the team is working 
hard on the commercialization 
of the technology, which he 
hopes can be achieved within 
five years.

More than 20 patents have 
been obtained for the technolo­
gy and the team is actively 
applying for more government 
support, especially to have 
more seeds for testing, he said.

Mb

From left: Zhan Jiaqin (front) competes in the 2024 Everest 135 race in Nepal. Zhan (left) walks near the base camp of Mount Qomolangma during the race. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Without taking a rest after return­

ing, Cui immediately began prepa­
rations for the third ISF U-15 
Gymnasiade, which will be held in 
Serbia this month.

Cui started breakdancing at the 
age of 6.

“He was often ill when he was 
young, so I took him to attend a 
street dance course on the recom­
mendation of a relative,” said Cui’s 
mother Song Chunxiu. “I just want­
ed to improve his physical strength.” 

At first, as Cui was too young and 
“naughty”, he often failed to concen­
trate in the class and couldn’t keep 
up with the rhythm of the teacher, 
said Song. “However, he persevered 
and demonstrated his talent and
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By OTIATO OPALI in Nairobi, Kenya 

otiato @chinadaily.com.cn

By JAN YUMUL in Hong Kong 

jan@chinadailyapac.com

were used to take their property, 
bank accounts, cars, farms houses, 
everything without asking,” Wu said, 
warning that the current bills could 
be pathways to a second Chinese 
Exclusion Act or become a Chinese 
internment similar to what Japanese 
Americans had suffered.

By MAY ZHOU in Houston 

mayzhou@chinadailyusa.com

By MIKE GU in Hong Kong 

mikegu@chinadailyhk.com

In a zoom meeting after the rally, 
Wu said many people in the com­
munity think that they will be fine 
because the bills target only Chinese 
nationals. He warned that citizen­
ship will not protect the commu­
nity with these types of laws because 
when people of Japanese ancestry 
were rounded up at gunpoint into 
trucks and trains, two-thirds of them 
were American citizens, born and 
raised here. “Citizenship does not 
matter,” he said.

Wu said there are at least a half­
dozen bills that directly target China 
and other specific countries. “The 
next is banning Chinese people from 
working in technology, in academics, 
in research, in medicine. Next is ban­
ning people completely and saying, if 
you’re Chinese, you have to get into 
the truck and go to the concentration 
camp. This is all coming.”

Alice Chen, Mayor Pro Tem of Staf­
ford, Texas, warned of the danger 
of such bills by using the Chinese 
metaphor of “boiling frog in warm 
water” — if a person is in a gradually 
deteriorating environment, they will 
not perceive the danger if the change 
is slow — until it is too late.

Kenneth Li, nicknamed “the may­
or of Chinatown” for his many civic 
roles involving the development of 
Houston’s Chinatown, said some 
authors of the bills are from Houston 
and its suburbs.

“Don’t give them money, don’t 
vote for them, and find somebody 
else to vote against them, and get 
them out,” Li told people at the rally. 

Austin Zhao, partner and vice- 
president of Transworld Business 
Advisors of South & West Texas, New 
Mexico, and Wyoming, was one of 
more than 200 people who showed 
up at the Houston rally.

“Many people in the community 
haven’t realized the potential impact 
on Chinese Americans that such bills 
would bring. It’s not about land; it’s 
political discrimination against all 
Chinese here, and it will negatively 
impact us and our future genera­
tions,” Zhao said.

Zhao said Chinese Americans tend 
to be less politically engaged. “You 
have to fight for your own rights. 
Political participation is very impor­
tant and powerful. If you are not at 
the table, you are under the table,” 
he said.
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Gary Nakamura, national vice- 
president of the Japanese Ameri­
can Citizens League (JCL), joined a 
rally Sunday against Texas land bills 
that was organized by the Chinese 
American community in Houston’s 
Chinatown. He shared his family’s 
story on the serious consequences of 
such alien land laws.

“My late grandparents could not 
own land in the state of California, 
even though they came to this coun­
try back in 1902 because of the origi­
nal set of alien land laws,” Nakamura 
told the crowd. “That affects all of us 
in so many ways. It affects our abil­
ity to create generational wealth. It 
affects our ability to really j ust have a 
decent life and pursue the American 
dream.”

Those alien land laws across 
the United States led to “distrust, 
misinformation that targeted my 
Japanese-American community, 
which ultimately resulted in the 
mass incarceration of over 125,000 
people of Japanese ancestry, two- 
thirds of whom were American citi­
zens, including my late lather, who, 
by the way, was a highly decorated 
US Army veteran in World War II”, 
Nakamura continued.

Similar rallies were also held in 
Dallas and Austin over die weekend. 
Elected officials and leaders from 46 
Texas and 30 some national orga­
nizations — including civil rights 
groups from the African, Iranian 
and Latino communities, joined die 
rallies, according to the organizers. 
US Representative Al Green from 
Houston joined the rally in Dallas. 

Currently, there are more than a 
dozen land bills in the Texas Legis­
lature to restrict Chinese nationals 
and entities from purchasing real 
property in Texas. Of which, SB 17, 
“relating to the purchase of or acqui­
sition of tide to real property by cer­
tain aliens or foreign entities” was 
recently swiftiy passed in the Senate, 
and a similar bill, HB 17, is set for 
voting soon.

Two years ago, strong protests 
from the Asian American communi­
ty prevented similar bills from pass­
ing, but now similar’ bills are com­
ing back in more stringent forms, 
said Gene Wu, minority leader of 
the Texas House of Representatives. 

“We thought they listened. And 
tiien we came back this year and tes­
tified in the Senate again, reminding 
them that these types of laws were 
discriminatory. And they promised 
us that they would fix it, they would 
change it. And they made it even 
worse. They made it even more dan­
gerous for us,” said Wu.

Wu, who led the fight to defeat the 
Texas alien land law SB 147 two years 
ago, is again at the forefront of the 
fight. He said that the current bills 
stipulate that “the government can 
come and just file a lawsuit against 
your property without letting you 
know, without letting you even have 
a chance to fight for it. And they can 
just take it”

A lawyer by profession, Wu said 
die provision would create an in rem 
action which is rare but was used 
before against Japanese Americans 
during World War II when they were 
rounded up. In rem refers to a focus 
on property' rather than individuals. 

“These same types of provisions

Urgent policy action is needed to 
tackle the growing challenge of elec­
tronic waste in Africa, experts warn. 

At the 7th East African Commu­
nication Organization Regional 
Conference on Sustainable E-Waste 
Management, tiiey painted a grim 
picture of e-waste in Africa, citing 
global statistics that showed the 
continent lags behind in e-waste 
management.

The three-day event, held last 
week in Kenya’s capital Nairobi, 
brought together more than 100 
participants, including senior gov­
ernment officials, regulators and 
industry representatives.

Stanley Kamanguya, CEO of the 
Kenya Information and Communi­
cations Technology Authority, said 
Africa generates nearly 5 million 
metric tons of e-waste annually but

Si

has a very low recycling capability. 
This disparity needs to be urgently 
addressed, he said.

Tackling the e-waste crisis in Afri­
ca will not only reverse the environ­
mental damage caused, but is also 
expected to enhance job creation 
and resource recovery from e-waste, 
he said.

“Improperly managed e-waste 
poses significant environmental 
risks, including soil, water and air 
pollution, as well as the release of 
toxic substances that can harm 
human health and ecosystems. 
However, e-waste is not just an 
environmental issue. It is an eco­
nomic opportunity and a shared 
responsibility ’̂

While calling for a concerted 
regional effort to tackle e-waste, Bur­
undi’s permanent secretary in the 
ministry of environment, agriculture 
and livestock, Emmanuel Ndorima- 
na, said the transboundary nature of 
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side their wrecked emergency 
vehicles, which were “clearly 
marked ambulances, a fire truck, 
and a UN car” it said.

Jonathan Whittail, head of the 
OCHA office in Palestine, said on X 
that first responders “should never 
be a target”.

One survivor claimed Israeli for­
ces had killed both personnel in his 
ambulance, Whittali said, and 
OCHA has for days coordinated to 
reach the site “but our access was 
only granted five days later”

“While traveling to the area on 
tiie fifth day we encountered hun­
dreds of civilians fleeing under 
gunfire,” he said.

The International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie­
ties said on Sunday that it was “out­
raged” at the deaths of the eight 
medics.

The devastating incident “repre­
sents the single most deadly attack 
on Red Cross (and) Red Crescent 
workers anywhere in the world 
since 2017”, it said, adding that 30 
Palestine Red Crescent Society vol­
unteers and staff members had 
been killed since Oct 7,2023.

The Palestine Red Crescent Soci­
ety said it was devastated by the 
killing of the eight medics, who 
were “targeted by the Israeli occu­
pation forces while performing 
their humanitarian duties”. A ninth 
medic remains missing, it added.

Israel has yet to respond to the 
tragedy, but Israeli military spokes­
man Avichay Adraee has issued a 

“There is a need for urgent policy 
action to address the growing 
e-waste crisis in Africa. The rapid 
pace of technological advancement, 
coupled with the high demand for 
modem information and communi­
cations technology products, has led 
to billions of tons of e-waste globally, 
with Africa bearing the brant of 
improper disposal,” Kabogo said.

Data from the Global E-Waste 
Monitor 2024 indicate that global 
organized crime groups have been 
smuggling e-waste into Africa, with 
one such group caught trying to 
smuggle more than 5 million kilo­
grams of e-waste from the Spanish 
Canary Islands to Ghana, Maurita­
nia, Nigeria and Senegal in 2023.

In 2020, Spanish authori­
ties intercepted a network responsi­
ble for shipping 2.5 billion kg of 
material to African countries, 
including 750,000 kg of falsely certi­
fied e-waste.

Subtle shift
Abdolreza Alami, a senior lec­

turer at Universiti Teknologi 
MARA in Malaysia, told China 
Daily that Pezeshkian’s remarks to 
keep open indirect doors signal a 
subtle shift in Iran’s foreign policy. 

Iran’s strategic response, in 
terms of strategic management, 
demonstrates that it is far from 
being passive, he said. By choos­
ing Oman as a mediator instead 
of the UAE and by insisting on 
indirect rather than direct talks, 
Iran is attempting to shape the 
playing field to its advantage.

“However, the current situa­
tion resembles a psychological 
war aimed at securing greater 
leverage in potential talks rather 
than an unequivocal readiness to 
resolve disputes.”

Both governments appear fun­
damentally open to negotiations 
to secure mutual interests, yet 
they are engaged in a strategic 
game aimed at influencing the 
other side and gaining the upper 
hand in future talks, Alami said. 

“Iran’s approach indicates that 
if the US demonstrates good 
faith and honors its commit­
ments, the door to dialogue 
remains open, but only on terms 
of respect and equality, not uni­
lateral imposition.”

warning that soldiers would soon 
resume intense combat operations. 

According to the NGO Physi­
cians for Human Rights, the num­
ber of attacks recorded on health 
workers, patients, hospitals, and 
other medical infrastructure in Pal­
estine since Oct 7, 2023, surpassed 
1,000 last year.

Meanwhile, Palestinian officials 
said Israeli forces killed at least 64 
people, including children, in Gaza 
on Sunday, the first day of Eid 
al-Fitr, the holiday that marked the 
end of the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan.

Israel’s military admitted to 
Agence France-Presse on Saturday 
that it had fired at ambulances in 
Gaza after earlier identifying them 
as “suspicious vehicles”, but did not 
say if there was fire coming from 
the vehicles.

Ahmad Ghouri, a senior lecturer 
at the University of Sussex in the 
United Kingdom, told China Daily 
that the deaths of the medics high­
light a grave violation of interna­
tional humanitarian law.

“The deliberate targeting of 
medical personnel or facilities con­
stitutes a war crime under the 
Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court,” he said. “Even in 
cases where there is suspicion of 
misuse of medical emblems or 
vehicles, the principle of propor­
tionality and the obligation to veri­
fy targets must be upheld to avoid 
harm to civilians and humanitar­
ian workers.”

Iran’s president said on Sunday 
the door to indirect talks with the 
United States stays open — which 
an expert said offers a ray of light 
in the estranged and tense rela­
tions between the two sides.

President Masoud Pezeshkian 
said the US’ behavior would 
determine whether or not indi­
rect negotiations could progress, 
while noting that the US’ history 
of violating commitments had 
eroded trust between the two 
countries.

In a letter to Iran via an emissa­
ry from the United Arab Emirates 
on March 12, US President 
Donald Trump urged Teheran to 
open negotiations for a “new 
deal” on its nuclear program.

Pezeshkian said Teheran’s 
response was delivered to the US 
side through Oman.

While Iran has explicitly 
rejected the possibility of direct 
negotiations with the US, the 
option of indirect talks remains 
on tiie table, he said.

“In its response, Iran reaf­
firmed that it does not avoid 
negotiations, but rather it has 
just been the US’ repeated viola­
tions of agreements and commit­
ments that have created obstacles 
in this path.”

Prior to Pezeshkian’s com­
ments, Tramp said he was con­
sidering military action and 
secondaiy tariffs, if Iran does not 
agree to a nuclear deal.

han’s Supreme Leader Ayatol­
lah Ali Khamenei said on Monday 
that the US would receive a 
strong blow if it acts on Tramp’s 
threat to bomb.
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Medical and humanitarian work­
ers in Gaza faced a grim reality on 
Sunday as the Palestine Red Cres­
cent Society retrieved 15 bodies, 
including eight of its own staff, a 
week after losing contact with them. 

The recovery came just a day aft­
er the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie­
ties called for “urgent access and 
information following seven days 
of silence on the fate of nine medics 
in Gaza”

It said the crew came under 
heavy gunfire while responding in 
the Al-Hashashin area of Rafah in 
the early hours of March 23.

The United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, or OCHA, also gave an 
update about a rescue operation in 
Gaza on Sunday that concluded 
with the recovery of the 15 bodies. 

It confirmed eight were from the 
Palestine Red Crescent Society, six 
from the Palestinian Civil Defense, 
and one from the UN.

“Their co-workers found them 
buried in tiie Tai Al Sultan area of 
Rafah,” the UN said. “The available 
information indicates that the first 
team was killed by Israeli forces on 
March 23 and that other emergen­
cy and aid crews were struck one 
after another over several hours as 
they searched for their missing col­
leagues.”

The bodies were found along-

Gene Wu, minority leader of the Texas House of Representatives, 
speaks against Texas alien land bills at the rally in Houston on 
Sunday, mayzhou / china daily

Staff members make final 
adjustments at the Siemens 
booth ahead of the Hannover 
Messe in Hanover, Germany, 
on Sunday. The industrial 
trade fair, a key global 
platform for showcasing 
cutting-edge technologies, 
kicked off that evening. 
HANNIBAL HANSCHKE / EPA-EFE
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First responders embrace each other at Nasser Medical Complex in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, 
on Sunday as the bodies of Palestinian medics killed a week earlier in an Israeli strike on ambulances 
arrive at the facility, afp We thought they 

listened. And then 
we came back this 
year and testified 
in the Senate again, 
reminding them that 
these types of laws 
were discriminatory." 
Gene Wu, minority leader of the 
Texas House of Representatives

e-waste necessitates that African 
countries align their national poli­
cies with international best practices 
to ensure effective management.

Citing the reference tool Global 
E-Waste Monitor 2024 by the UN 
Institute for Training and 
Research, William Kabogo, Kenya’s 
cabinet secretary for information, 
communications, and tiie digital 
economy, said only 1 percent of 
e-waste in Africa is formally collect­
ed and recycled.

“The statistics are staggering. The 
fact that Africa has the lowest docu­
mented e-waste recycling rate glo­
bally should alarm us all,” he said.

However, Kabogo noted that 
while Africa generates less e-waste 
per capita compared with other 
regions, more than 60 percent of it 
comes from imports fueled by the 
skyrocketing penetration of mobile 
phones and the increase in the sale 
of electronic goods.

Engineering 
the future
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UK hosts summit to fight against illegal migration
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Kong contributed to this story.
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estimated $10 billion a year, report­
ed the BBC.

“This evil trade exploits the cracks 
between our institutions, it pits 
nations against one another, it prof­
its from our inability at the political 
level to come together,” Starmer told 
the summit. “I simply don’t believe 
that organized immigration crime 
cannot be tackled. So we’ve got to 
combine our resources, share intel­
ligence and tactics and tackle the 
problem upstream at every step of 
the smuggling journey”

By JONATHAN POWELL in London 

jonathan@mail.chinadailyuk.com

By PRIME SARMIENTO 

in Hong Kong 

prime @chinadailyapac.com

By YANG RAN

yangranl @chinadaily. com.cn

Economists estimate the tariffs 
on Canada, Mexico and China — 
three of Oregon’s top four export 
markets — could cost households 
an additional $1,200 a year.

“For too many Oregonians, 
budgets are already stretched 
thin. An unasked-for $1,200 
expense is unsustainable, espe­
cially for families struggling to 
save,” Steiner said.

Last year, Oregon exported $34 
billion in goods, with nearly half 
going to Mexico ($6.3 billion), Chi­
na ($5.9 billion) and Canada ($3.3 
billion). Steiner argued that any 
disruption to those markets would 
have far-reaching consequences 
for the state’s economy.

With close political ties as the 
bedrock of the bilateral relation­
ship, Azerbaijan is actively enhanc­
ing its partnership with China by 
focusing on trade and investment, 
said Elnur Mammadov, Azerbaijan’s 
deputy minister of foreign affairs.

During a visit to Beijing last week, 
Mammadov highlighted the long­
standing ties between the two 
nations, which date back to the 
ancient Silk Road. Over the past 30 
years, this partnership has been 
characterized by stability and resil­
ience, evidenced by approximately 
90 bilateral agreements across vari­
ous fields, he said.

Azerbaijan established diplomat­
ic ties with China in 1992 and was 
one of the first countries to join and 
actively participate in the Belt and 
Road Initiative. Last July, the two 
sides jointly announced the estab­
lishment of the Azerbaijan-China 
strategic partnership, marking an 
important upgrade of bilateral ties. 

Mammadov emphasized China’s 
role as a priority and reliable part­
ner. “Based on our joint strategic 
partnership statement, we agreed to

laws in migration cases, targeted 
funding for Iraq’s Kurdistan region 
and social media campaigns in 
Vietnam.

The summit follows a series of 
bilateral agreements the UK has 
secured with other countries to 
tackle the rising number of small 
boat arrivals, noted the BBC.

Starmer was elected in July, 
promising to “smash the gangs” 
behind the crossings. He immedi­
ately ditched the previous Conserva­
tive government’s policy to deter 
migrants through a program to 
deport them to Rwanda.

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim, this year’s rotating chair of 
ASEAN, conveyed Malaysia’s con­
dolences and pledged to distribute 
10 million ringgit ($2.25 million) in 
humanitarian aid to Myanmar citi­
zens affected by the tragedy.

In a message posted to his social 
media account Sunday, Anwar said 
he had directed Malaysian Foreign 
Minister Mohamad Hasan to lead a 
humanitarian mission to Myanmar 
this week. He had also called Thai 
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shina­
watra to express his deepest condo­
lences and sympathy, Anwar said. 

In the Thai capital of Bangkok, 
the death toll has hit 19, rescuers 
said on Monday.

The earthquake — measured as a 
magnitude 7.9 by the China Earth­
quake Network Center and a mag­
nitude 7.7 by US authorities — is the 
strongest the region lias experi­
enced in nearly 200 years. The last 
temblor of a similar scale was 
recorded in the 1830s.

India said it had dispatched 15 
metric tons of relief items by air­
craft to Yangon, including ready-to- 
eat meals, blankets and generator 
sets. Indian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Randhir Jaiswal said 
New Delhi had also sent four naval 
ships with relief supplies.

Australia will provide an initial 
A$2 million ($1.25 million) to 

Rescue and medical teams from 
across the Asia-Pacific region are 
continuing relief and search opera­
tions in Myanmar, helping the 
nation recover from Friday’s devas­
tating magnitude 7.9 earthquake. 

The disaster killed 2,056 people 
in Myanmar as of noon on Monday, 
injured about 3,900, with 270 miss­
ing, and sent violent tremors to 
nearbyThailand.

India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singa­
pore, Thailand and Vietnam sent 
emergency response teams to Myan­
mar soon after the quake, while the 
Philippine disaster response team 
will arrive on Tuesday.

Japan lias dispatched an assess­
ment team and will provide emer­
gency relief supplies to those 
affected by the earthquake through 
the Japan International Coopera­
tion Agency, the country’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs said.

Foreign ministers of die Associa­
tion of Southeast Asian Nations and 
Timor-Leste held an emergency 
meeting on Sunday to discuss 
humanitarian aid to Myanmar.

They agreed to strengthen relief 
and recovery efforts through the 
ASEAN Standby Arrangements and 
member states’ contributions.

France, through Germany, across 
Europe, to places like the hills of 
Kurdistan or the money markets in 
Kabul,” she said.

More than 6,000 people have 
crossed the English Channel in 
2025, surpassing the 5,435 arrivals 
recorded in the first quarter of 2024 
and marking a record start to the 
year, reported Sky'News.

Ahead of the summit, the UK 
government announced a package 
of measures for tackling illegal 
migration, including more funding 
for border security and prosecu­
tions, stricter right-to-work checks 
with heavy penalties for businesses 
in the UK, a review of human rights 

The UK Home Office said the 
summit will deliver “concrete out­
comes” for nations across four conti­
nents, while Home Secretary Yvette 
Cooper told Sky News on Sunday 
that officials are exploring options 
to process asylum claims in other 
countries.

Cooper said the summit is neces­
sary because illegal immigration is a 
“global problem”.

‘The criminal gang networks that 
end up with people arriving in the 
UK stretch back through northern

nities it offers.
According to China’s General 

Administration of Customs, trade 
between the two countries has con­
sistently grown since 2022, with 
total imports and exports exceeding 
$2.46 billion in 2024, a 43 percent 
increase from the previous year.

Mammadov expressed optimism 
about the future trajectory of trade, 
highlighting the digital economy, 
green energy and infrastructure as 
key areas for collaboration.

“We often talk about the ancient 
Silk Road, which passed through 
many countries, including Azerbai­
jan. Today, we also refer to the digi-
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A senior commerce official in 
the US state of Washington has 
said that while trade imbalances 
are a legitimate concern, tariffs 
have historically harmed rather 
than helped the state.

‘Tariffs often function as a tax on 
American consumers and busi­
nesses,” Joe Nguyen, the state’s 
commerce director, said in an 
interview with Seattle radio station 
KUOW. “We’ve found that nearly 
93 percent of tariffs are passed on 
to consumers, driving up costs.”

Nguyen expressed particular 
concern for agricultural commu­
nities, which depend on global 
exports of apples, cherries and 
hops, and emphasized the need for 
predictable trade policies to foster 
economic stability.

“Washington state can’t fully 
insulate itself from reckless feder­
al policies,” he said. “Trade deci­
sions made on a whim have global 
consequences. Our focus must be 
on protecting local businesses, 
workers and consumers as much 
as possible.”

Washington, one of the most 
trade-dependent states in the US, 
relies heavily on international 
commerce, with 40 percent of its 
jobs tied to trade and about $60 
billion in annual exports.

China is the state’s third-largest 
export market, according to a fact 
sheet released by US Senator 
Maria Cantwell. In 2023, the value 
of produce grown or processed in 
Washington exported to China 
was $857 million.

“When retaliatory tariffs strike 
our fanners, just as they did in the 
first Trump administration, it’s not 
going to be fun. It’s going to be a 
nightmare for our farmers,” Cant­
well said in a Senate meeting on 
March 4.

Oregon Treasurer Elizabeth 
Steiner said the tariffs could 
increase inflation, trigger job loss­
es and slow long-term economic 
growth.

“Government should be predict­
able and steady?’ she said. “Busi­
nesses and families rely on rational 
policymaking.”
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the problem of illegal migration at 
“every step” of the route.

Tire UK government said the two- 
day event marks the first time a 
global summit of this scale exam­
ined all aspects of illegal migration 
— from small boat supply chains to 
trafficking, finance and social media 
advertising.

Delegations from Interpol and 
social media companies including 
Meta, X and TikTok are also in 
attendance for discussions on how 
to disrupt a criminal trade worth an 

•U

expand cooperation across various 
fields, strengthen our interaction in 
international affairs, and jointly 
protect our common interests.”

Speaking at the 
Center for China 
and Globalization,
a Beijing-based 
think tank, Mam­
madov noted
Azerbaijan’s inten­
tion to continue 
investing in its 
relationship with 
China due to the 
immense opportu-

tal Silk Road, which was built along 
the same historic route. Azerbaijan 
lias recently signed an agreement to 
lay a digital cable on the Caspian Sea 
bed to provide an alternative digital 
connection to Europe — a project 
we call the digital Silk Way,” he said. 

Azerbaijan is prioritizing digital 
transformation, the deputy minister 
said. “We have strong partnerships 
with Chinese high-tech companies 
assisting us in this digital transfor­
mation. Al and information technol­
ogies will be central to our agenda 
with China and will become increas­
ingly significant in our partnership.” 

Apart from the digital partner­
ship, the “Middle Corridor” or Trans- 
Caspian International Transport 
Route, is another significant area of 
cooperation, Mammadov said. This 
route, which runs from China 
through Kazakhstan and the Caspi­
an Sea to Azerbaijan and beyond, 
significantly reduces transport time 
between China and Europe.

The Azerbaijan Railways Closed 
Joint Stock Company reported that 
freight volume via the “Middle Corri­
dor” in 2024 increased over 25 times 
compared with the previous year, 
reaching more than 27,000 contain­
ers. In March 2024, a freight train

Permanent damage
An industry expert also 

expressed concern, saying that 
the US had lost long-term market 
share in China’s fresh produce sec­
tor due to the trade war, and that 
regaining it will require more than 
just lifting tariffs. Structural 
changes in global supply chains 
and China’s strategic diversifica­
tion could mean the damage is 
permanent.

“I think what China saw in 2017, 
’18 is the US wasn’t a reliable trad­
ing partner, and that they needed 
to diversify their suppliers,” Alexis 
Taylor, chief global policy officer at 
the International Fresh Produce 
Association, said at a food policy 
meeting in Washington, DC, on 
March 17.

Taylor said that more of Brazil’s 
production is coming online, such 
as corn, soy, and beef, while China 
is opening new market access to 
Brazil because it’s a new supply 
chain.

“When I look at the numbers 
from the fresh fruit and vegetable 
exports, we (the US) haven’t recov­
ered from that trade war with Chi­
na,” she said. “On average, from 
2005 to 2017, we were exporting 
about $500 million or $450 mil­
lion worth of products.”

The figure dropped on average 
to $200.36 million from 2020 to 
2024, Taylor said.

“When you lose some of these 
markets it’s very hard to get them 
back,” she said.

Members from the China Search and Rescue Team and the Rescue Team of Ramunion transfer a 
pregnant survivor at a quake site in Mandalay, Myanmar, on Monday, myo kyaw soe / xinhua

MOSCOW/WASHINGTON - Rus­
sia and the United States have started 
talks on joint rare earth metals and 
other projects in Russia, and some 
companies have already expressed 
interest in diem, President Vladimir 
Putin’s investment envoy said in 
remarks published on Monday.

Amid efforts by US President 
Donald Trump to end die conflict in 
Ukraine, minerals cooperation with 
Washington has been floated by 
both Kyiv and Moscow, though 
Trump said on Sunday diat Ukraini­
an President Volodymyr Zelensky 
wants to back out of a proposed deal. 

Putin suggested in February that 
the US might be interested in 
exploring joint exploration for rare 
earth metals deposits in Russia, 
which has the world’s fifth-largest 
reserves of such metals — used in 
lasers and military equipment

Kirill Dmitriev, Kremlin special 
envoy on international economic 
and investment cooperation, told 
the Izvestia newspaper in remarks 
published on Monday that talks had 
already begun.

“Rare earth metals are an impor­
tant area for cooperation, and, of 
course, we have begun discussions 
on various rare earth metals and 
(other) projects in Russia,” said 
Dmitriev, who is also the CEO of the 
Russian Direct Investment Fund.

TYump said on Sunday he was 
“pissed off” at Putin and will impose 
secondary tariffs of 25-50 percent on 
buyers of Russian oil if he feels Mos­
cow is blocking his efforts to end the 
war in Ukraine.

Trump told NBC News he was very 
angry after Putin last week criticized 
the credibility of Zelensky’s leader­
ship, the television network report­
ed. 'Hump later reiterated to 
reporters he was disappointed with 
Putin, but added: “I think we are 
making progress, step by step.”

On Sunday, Trump repeated his 
suggestion that he might seek a 
third term as president.

In a phone call with NBC News, 
Trump said “I’m not joking” when 
asked to clarify a remark on seeking 
another term, adding: “There are 
methods (by) which you could do it”

Representatives from the United 
States, Vietnam, Iraq, France and 
more than 35 other nations gathered 
in London on Monday for a summit 
aimed at coordinating global efforts 
to counter illegal migration and the 
people-smuggling gangs.

Speaking at the Organised Immi­
gration Crime Summit, UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer called for 
nations to pool resources to tackle 

Myanmar through the Internation­
al Committee of the Red Cross, or 
ICRC. The funding will help the 
ICRC carry out immediate lifesav­
ing support, such as addressing 
emergency medical needs.

Canberra also welcomed the 
release of $5 million from the UN 
Central Emergency Response Fund 
to support uigent needs such as shel­
ter, food and water.

Cambodian Foreign Minister 
Prak Sokhonn said on Sunday that 
the kingdom would provide Myan­
mar with $100,000 in initial emer­
gencyassistance.

The United Arab Emirates also 
has expressed its sympathies and 
solidarity with the governments 
and peoples of Myanmar and Thai­
land, and the families of the victims. 

In a statement on Saturday, Paki­
stani President Asif Ali Zardari 
offered condolences for the loss of 
human lives and affirmed support 
for those affected.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
also offered Pakistan’s assistance to 
Myanmar and Thailand, saying 
“our thoughts and prayers are with 
the people of both countries as they 
pass through this difficult time’:

raise concern
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from Xi’an, China, arrived in Baku in 
just 11 days. By November, Azerbaijan 
sent its first freight train to China. 

“In green energy, Chinese compa­
nies are involved in the construction 
of renewable energy sources in Azer­
baijan. We have purchased electric 
buses from BYD, a major Chinese 
new energy vehicle maker, and are 
working on joint electric vehicle 
local production,” the deputy minis­
ter said.

Beyond bilateral collaboration, 
Mammadov highlighted the shared 
views of Azerbaijan and China on 
international affairs.

“Both Azerbaijan and China 
adhere to multilateralism, support 
the international system under the 
United Nations and will continue to 
strengthen cooperation within the 
framework. As developing coun­
tries, we are also ready to strengthen 
cooperation and jointly protect the 
common interests of developing 
countries,” he said.

“Azerbaijan backs China’s three 
global initiatives — the global devel­
opment, security and civilization ini­
tiatives — and plans to actively 
participate in these frameworks to 
accelerate the UN Sustainable Devel­
opment Goals,” Mammadov said.

State officials warn against ‘reckless 
policies’ raising costs for consumers

NEW YORK 

HEADQUARTERS

1500 Broadway, Suite 2800, 
New York, NY 10036 

Telephone: 212-537-8888 

Fax: 212-537-8898

editor @chinadailyusa.com 

readers@chinadailyusa.com 

Subscription: 212-537-8899

Advertising: 212-537-8916 

Follow us on:

x.com/chinadaily 

facebook.com/chinadaily

usa.chlnadally.com.cn 
These materials are distributed by 
China Daily Distribution Corp, on 

behalf of China Daily Beijing, China. 

Additional information is on file with 

the Department of Justice, Washington, 

DC.

WASHINGTON 

National Press Bldg, Suite 1108

52914th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20045 

Tel: 202-662-7249 

Fax:202-662-7247

Russia, US 
discuss rarem

&
j *



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/11/2025 5:05:38 PM
8 | Tuesday, April 1,2025 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

BUSINESS
MORE NEWS WHENEVER YOU WANT IT ■ CHINADAILY.COM.CN/BUSINESS

Key banks eye 520b
/

4
I yuan via placements

1

Iu.
■*

By WANG KE JU and LIU YUKUN

V

* 77/♦

'V .4 <4,*J
IV

hlf Li

China, Japan, S. Korea to bolster trade ties

Reforms to further push digital China

Briefly

XINHUA - CHINA DAILY

NEV sales in China seen topping 16m this year

A4
/

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/11/2025 5:05:38 PM

lOI

to rise or fall by 2 percent from the 
central parity rate each trading day.

Contact the writers at
wangkeju@chinadaily.com.cn 

reserves exceeding 100 million met­
ric tons. The newly discovered 
Huizhou 19-6 oilfield marks a 
breakthrough in China’s offshore 
oil exploration, as it is the country’s 
first large-scale integrated clastic 
oilfield discovered in deep to ultra­
deep layers, CNOOC said.
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L2 or level 2 plus advanced driver­
assistance systems in new passen­
gervehicles surpassed 55 percent.” 

Xin Guobin, vice-minister of 
industry and information technolo­
gy, said on Sunday that more efforts 
will be made to pursue break­
throughs in core vehicle-related 
technologies and widen cross-re­
gional application pilots for autono­
mous driving.

Wang Chuanfu, chairman of BYD, 
said 2025 will be the first year for 
smart driving to become main fea­
tures of cars sold in China, predict­
ing that nonautonomous vehicles 
will soon become niche products. 

“The pace of automotive intelli­
gence is accelerating, with trans­
formative advancements expected 
to mature within two to three 
years. Concurrently, China’s NEVs 
currently lead the global market 
by approximately three to five

Report, refers to Al that is inte­
grated into physical hardware, 
such as robots. It represents a sig­
nificant leap in intelligent sys­
tems capable of interacting with 
and adapting to their environ­
ments, experts said.

I

Zhang highlighted how genera­
tive Al and large language models 
are accelerating level 4 autono­
mous driving by addressing chal­
lenges like data scarcity, long-tail 
scenarios and common sense rea­
soning.

Amid economic challenges and 
subdued demand, the sector is 
increasingly exposed to risks associ­
ated with nonperforming loans, 
highlighting the critical need for 
enhanced capital buffers to reinforce 
risk resilience capabilities, Lou said. 

The ministry said in a statement 
on Monday that it will issue the first 
batch of 500 billion yuan in special 
government bonds in 2025, with 
the proceeds earmarked to support 
the core tier-1 capital replenish­
ment of major State-owned banks. 

“The current core tier-1 capital 
adequacy ratios of State-owned 
banks are higher than the regulato­
ry bottom line, and their operations 
are stable,” said Ming Ming, chief 
economist at CITIC Securities.

According to the latest financial 
data, the core tier-1 capital adequa­
cy ratios for Bank of Communica­
tions, Bank of China, China 
Construction Bank and Postal Sav­
ings Bank of China stood at 10.24 
percent, 12.2 percent, 14.48 percent 
and 9.56 percent, respectively, as of 
the end of last year, well above reg­
ulatory minimums of 5 percent.

The bank-specific and market- 
oriented approach to capital replen­
ishment is a forward-looking 
strategic arrangement, prioritizing 
the long-term financial stability and 
growth of die real economy, Ming 
said, adding that by leveraging a 
multiplier effect of eight, the 500- 
billion-yuan capital injection can 
potentially catalyze 4 trillion yuan in 
additional lending capacity.

Since September last year, policy­
makers have said on various occa­
sions they would issue special 
government bonds to support the 

By ZHONG NAN 
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industries of the digital economy 
accounted for about 10 percent of 
GDP last year, Liu said.

Liu made the remarks at a news 
conference for the 8th Digital Chi­
na Summit, which is scheduled to 
be held in Fuzhou, Fujian province, 
from April 29 to 30. More than 800 
entrepreneurs, 30 academicians, 
as well as experts and scholars will 
attend the summit.

The two-day summit, which will 
focus on showcasing the latest 
achievements of the Digital China 
initiative, will feature an opening 
ceremony, the main forum, over 20 
sub-forums and a digital innova­
tion competition, with an on-site 
experience area set up.

Liu also stressed the significance 
of high-quality data in bolstering 
the application of fast-evolving 
artificial intelligence technology 
and industry-specific large lan­
guage models.

More effoits should be made to 
advance the construction of com­
puting power infrastructure, press 
ahead with the mega data project 
dubbed the “east-data-west-com- 

will expand production capacity at 
its electronic materials plant in 
Shanghai this year, with operations 
expected to begin in 2027. This fol­
lows the company’s launch of a 
semiconductor factory project in 
Suzhou, Jiangsu province last year. 

He said China’s leadership in 
technologies such as artificial 
intelligence, electric vehicles, solar 
cells, and other sustainable energy 
innovations will serve as key driv­
ers of future economic growth.

China and Japan saw their bilat­
eral trade value decline 0.6 percent 
year-on-year to 324.07 billion yuan 
($44.72 billion) in the first two 
months of 2025, while export and 
import value between China and 
South Korea dropped 0.1 percent on 
a yearly basis to 335.51 trillion yuan, 
data from the General Administra­
tion of Customs showed.

Within the framework of the 
Regional Comprehensive Eco­
nomic Partnership, China, Japan 
and South Korea have already 
established a set of reciprocal 
terms and market access commit­
ments, said Yuan Bo, a researcher 
specializing in foreign trade at the 
Chinese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation 
in Beijing.

If the three countries build on this 
foundation to broaden trilateral free 
trade cooperation, including in 
goods and services trade, as well as 
further market liberalization and 
reciprocal policy alignment, it will 
anchor them more firmly in a 
shared vision of achieving mutual 
benefit through better regional 
development, said Yuan.

35.5 percent, said the China Associa­
tion of Automobile Manufacturers. 

Ouyang said level 4 autonomous 
driving, powered by advanced Al 
large language models, will see 
large-scale commercial applications 
in mid-to-high-end vehicles in Chi­
na by 2030.

Level 4 autonomous driving is 
part of broader standards devel­
oped in relation to the degree to 
which autonomous machines take 
over driving functions. Level 4 
means that vehicles can perform all 
driving tasks under specific circum­
stances, but human overrides are 
still an option. Level 2 means partial 
driver assistance.

Chen Qingtai, head of China EV 
100, an auto industry think tank, 
said: “The pace of intelligent vehicle 
development in China has exceeded 
industry expectations. In the first 
half of 2024, the penetration rate of

China’s major State-owned com­
mercial banks plan to raise up to 
520 billion yuan ($71.7 billion) via 
private placements from investors, 
including the finance ministry, a 
forward-looking move which ana­
lysts said will help forestall finan­
cial risks and better support the 
real economy.

The fundraising aims to replenish 
core tier-1 capital — the core capital 
held in a bank’s reserves — to help 
ensure that the financial system has 
the necessary resilience and lending 
capacity to support the economy’s 
transition toward innovation and 
consumption-led growth, they said. 

Bank of Communications, Bank of 
China, Pbstal Savings Bank of China 
and China Construction Bank 
announced plans on Sunday to raise 
a combined520 billion yuan through 
additional offerings through the 
Shanghai Stock Exchange.

The Ministry of Finance will fully 
subscribe to the new shares issued 
by Bank of China and China Con­
struction Bank, while also taking up 
over 90 percent of the new shares 
offered by Bank of Communica­
tions and Postal Savings Bank of 
China, committing a total of500 bil­
lion yuan in cash subscriptions.

The banking sector is currently 
feeing challenges of limited profit 
growth, primarily due to factors 
such as narrowed net interest mar­
gins. This constraint has hindered 
the capacity to strengthen capital 
reserves through retained earnings, 
necessitating external capital infu­
sions, said Lou Feipeng, a research­
er at Postal Savings Bank of China.

Sales of new energy vehicles in 
China are expected to exceed 16 mil­
lion units in 2025, as the market 
enters a stable growth phase with 
annual growth rates moderating, 
experts said.

Ouyang Minggao, an academi­
cian of the Chinese Academy of Sci­
ences, said after rapid growth for 
several years, China’s NEV market 
will enter a moderate growth stage, 
but the total number of NEVs plying 
China’s streets is expected to soar to 
100 to 160 million units by 2030.

Ouyang made the comments at 
the China EV 100 Forum 2025, 
which wrapped up on Sunday in 
Beijing.

In 2024, China’s sales of NEVs 
amounted to 12.9 million units, 
marking a year-on-year increase of

puting” step up the supply of high- 
quality data and boost the circula­
tion and transaction of data 
elements to contribute to the 
nation’s Al Plus initiative, Liu added. 

By the end of this year, new com­
puting power in major computing 
hubs will account for more than 60 
percent of the country’s total, and 
the use of green electricity is expect­
ed to exceed 80 percent, he noted.

Wang Yongli, executive vice-gov­
ernor of Fujian province, said the 
province will make greater efforts 
to develop core digital industries, 
emerging and future-oriented 
industries, including integrated cir­
cuits, network communications, 
new-generation displays, artificial 
intelligence and quantum commu­
nication.

Ouyang Rihui, assistant dean of 
the China Center for Internet 
Economy Research at the Central 
University of Finance and Eco­
nomics, said deepened reforms 
related to the market-oriented allo­
cation of data should fully unleash 
the value and potential of massive 
data resources in 2025.

years in both technological inno­
vation and industrial chain capa­
bilities,” Wang said.

“It is critical to seize this strategic 
window, uphold open innovation, 
and leverage cutting-edge green 
technologies and products to propel 
higher-level international collabo­
ration,” Wang said.

By capitalizing on complementa­
ry strengths and fostering open 
cooperation, China’s automotive 
sector can achieve global success 
while driving sustainable growth, 
Wang added.

Zhang Yaqin, an academician at 
the Chinese Academy of Engineer­
ing and dean of Tsinghua Universi­
ty’s Institute for Al Industry 
Research, said unmanned driving 
will be the largest application for 
embodied Al in the next five years. 

Embodied Al, as highlighted in 
this year’s Government Work

China will ratchet up resources 
to deepen reforms related to the 
market-oriented allocation of data 
elements and facilitate the high- 
quality development of both the 
digital economy and digital society, 
as part of a broader push to 
advance the building of a “Digital 
China”, the country’s top data gov­
ernance regulator said on Monday. 

Liu Liehong, head of the National 
Data Administration, said that 21 
policy documents have been pub­
lished concerning data property 
rights, circulation and transaction, 
revenue distribution and security 
governance, to establish the basic 
systems for data since 2024.

According to Liu, the transaction 
scale of China’s data market exceed­
ed 160 billion yuan ($22.06 billion) 
last year, up more than 30 percent 
year-on-year, while the nation’s total 
data output is expected to have risen 
by more than 20 percent in 2024 
compared to a year earlier.

China’s added value of core

Major oilfield found 
in South China Sea
The China National Offshore Oil
Corp announced on Monday that it 
has discovered a major oilfield in 
the South China Sea, with proven 

Yuan weakens
against greenback
The central parity rate of the Chinese 
currency renminbi, or the yuan, 
weakened 30 pips to 7.1782 against 
the US dollar on Monday, according 
to the China Foreign Exchange Hade 
System. In China’s spot foreign 
exchange market, the yuan is allowed

Institute of Japanese Studies, said 
the close geopolitical and economic 
ties among China, Japan and South 
Korea are an objective reality. 
Efforts by the US to push Japan and 
South Korea to “de-risk” or decouple 
from China are unlikely to succeed, 
given the Northeast Asian econo­
mies’ deeply intertwined economic 
ties.

“Recent White House policies 
have heightened concerns among 
Washington’s Asian allies, particu­
larly Japan and South Korea,” said 
Lu, adding that these two countries 
should return to a path of strength­
ening regional cooperation and 
improving engagement with China 
in order to cope with US pressure. 

The revival of trilateral coopera­
tion, particularly in economic and 
trade affairs, is a prevailing trend, he 
added.

Echoing similar views, Zhang 
Yuyan, a member of Academic Divi­
sions at the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, noted that in the 
wake of US tariff hikes, many coun­
tries, especially Japan and South 
Korea, have increasingly come to 
appreciate the importance of intra­
Asian cooperation.

At the meeting in Seoul, the three 
countries also agreed to deepen col­
laboration in digital and green econ­
omies, enhance local 
cooperation, and foster a more 
favorable environment for cross- 
border business.

Reflecting the growing business 
confidence in regional cooperation, 
Tetsuro Homma, executive vice- 
president of Panasonic Holdings 
Corp, said the Japanese company 

core tier-1 capital replenishment of 
the country’s six State-owned com­
mercial banks — the four aforemen­
tioned ones, along with Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of China and 
Agricultural Bank of China.

After capital replenishment, Lou 
said it is expected that these banks 
will notably boost credit issuance, 
with a specific focus on channeling 
additional financial resources 
toward strategic fields, including 
tech-focused small and medium­
sized enterprises and strategic 
emerging industries.

Lian Ping, head of the Guangkai 
Chief Industry Research Institute, 
said that amid the country’s broad­
er efforts to stabilize growth, len­
ders will not be constrained by 
capital adequacy ratios or other 
indicators when it comes to meet­
ing the credit demands of the econ­
omy in the years to come.

Ming said, “The enhanced capi­
tal strength of these banks will not 
only strengthen their risk-bearing 
capacity, but also proride a critical 
buffer to help resolve the debt risks 
in the real estate sector and facili­
tate the transformation of local 
government financing platforms.” 

Although minority shareholders 
may fece dilution of earnings per 
share over the short term, the 
increase in the banks’ capital adequa­
cy ratios will ultimately improve the 
quality of their returns on equity, cou­
pled with the State-owned banks’ sta­
ble dividend policies, thereby 
strengthening the investment safety 
margin and return expectations for 
these shareholders, Ming added.

Sector challenged by limited profit 
growth, narrow net interest margins

A new energy vehicle production line in Changxing county, Zhejiang 
province, tan yunfeng / for china daily

Tan Gaoling contributed to this
story.
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A shopper browses Japanese goods at a sales exhibition of products from China, Japan and South Korea,
in Qingdao. Shandong province, wang haibin / for china daily
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Amid tariff increases by the Unit­
ed States and growing economic 
fragmentation worldwide, China, 
Japan and South Korea — three 
manufacturing powerhouses that 
depend heavily on foreign trade — 
are likely to form closer ties to pre­
serve Asia’s economic stability and 
create a buffer against unilateral­
ism, said trade experts and business 
leaders on Monday.

The three nations announced on 
Sunday that they have agreed to 
accelerate negotiations on their tri­
lateral free trade agreement and 
enhance cooperation in supply 
chain management and export con­
trols, according to China’s Ministry 
of Commerce.

During the 13th meeting of eco­
nomic and trade ministers from the 
three countries, which took place in 
Seoul, South Korea, on Sunday, top 
trade officials reaffirmed their com­
mitment to strengthening collabo­
ration within regional and 
multilateral frameworks.

Faced with mounting pressure on 
the global economy, they convened 
for their first talks in five years, as 
tensions rise over impending tariff 
threats from the United States.

After announcing 25 percent tariffs 
on car and light track imports from 
all countries in late March, a decision 
that will significantly affect Japanese 
and South Korean automakers, 
Washington plans to start collecting 
these tariffs from Thursday.

Lu Hao, a research fellow at the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences’
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FedEx pledges further
investment in China
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Shandong province; and the US — 
along with opening international 
gateway facilities in these cities in 
2024 — the Memphis, Tennessee­
based group plans to further opti­
mize its network this year to 
enhance connectivity between Chi­
na’s second- and third-tier cities and 
global markets.

In early March, FedEx launched a 
Picture Proof of Delivery (PPOD) 
service for express residential deliv­
eries on the Chinese mainland, 
where signatures upon delivery are 
not required. With recipient autho­
rizations, FedEx couriers can deliver 
the parcel to customers’ doorsteps 
and take a real-time photo showing 
its exact position, according to the 
company.

This service marks a new step in 
the company’s ongoing digitaliza­
tion efforts and enhances the cus­
tomer experience while supporting 
e-commerce growth in China.

Subramaniam said his recent visit 
to China and productive meetings 
with Chinese leaders have signifi­
cantly reinforced his unwavering 
confidence in China’s long-term 
growth.

“The valuable insights and 
diverse perspectives shared during 
our discussions helped deepen our 
understanding of the evolving 
opportunities in this important 
market,” he added.

To maintain its appeal to global 
investors in 2025, China will further

China is likely to take counter­
measures if France proceeds 
with a fast fashion bill that could 
disproportionately impact Chi­
nese e-commerce giants such as 
Shein and Temu, said experts on 
Monday.

They made the comments as 
French lawmakers plan to impose 
punitive measures on fest fashion, 
which will see incremental fines of 
up to 10 euros ($10.83) attached to 
each garment by 2030, as well as a 
ban on the advertising of such 
products.

The anti-fast fashion bill, which 
has already been passed by the 
National Assembly, is expected to 
be submitted for review in May. 
Chinese e-commerce giants such 
as Shein and Temu are likely to be 
most affected, while brands like 
Zara and H&M would remain 
unaffected.

Chen Jin, chief professor of the 
modern service research center 
at the University of International 
Business and Economics in Bei­
jing, said that the bill is a form of 
trade protectionism disguised as 
environmental protection, that is 
designed against China’s bur­
geoning fast fashion companies. 

“The dynamics of global com­
petition have shifted. Trade dis­
putes are increasing because 
Chinese products now lead in 
technology, quality and pricing. 
This unilateral adoption of 
so-called protective measures 
severely violates the WTO’s prin­
ciples of free competition and 
trade,” Chen said.

The bill has been created in 
response to the rapid growth of 
platforms like Shein, Temu and 
AliExpress, which have gained sig­
nificant traction in France. Accord­
ing to a study by shopping app 
Joko, Shein was the most pur­
chased brand in France in 2024, 
overtaking Vinted which had held

FedEx Corp plans to further 
expand its presence in China as the 
United States-based express trans­
portation service provider aims to 
fortify supply chains and boost 
investment in response to China’s 
pivotal role in the global economy, 
the group’s top executive said.

Amid escalating global protec­
tionism and economic challenges, 
Raj Subramaniam, FedEx’s presi­
dent and CEO, emphasized the criti­
cal need for governments and 
businesses to boost supply chain 
flexibility and resilience by stream­
lining processes and reducing regu­
latory trade barriers.

“FedEx remains committed to 
investing in markets that are critical 
to the future of global commerce,” 
said Subramaniam. “We acknowl­
edge China’s influential role in glob­
al trade and seek to build strong, 
transparent and mutually beneficial 
partnerships that support shared 
innovation and long-term success.” 

He stressed that trade is the life­
blood of the global economy and 
highlighted the company’s recogni­
tion of global trade’s immense bene­
fits — from opening new markets 
and diversifying supply chains, to 
uplifting people and communities. 

After announcing increased inter­
national cargo flights between 
Xiamen, Fujian province; Qingdao,

open up internet-related, cultural 
and other sectors in a well-regulated 
manner and expand pilot programs 
to open areas such as telecommuni­
cations, medical services and educa­
tion, according to this year’s 
Government Work Report.

The country will encourage for­
eign investors to increase reinvest­
ment and support collaboration 
with upstream and downstream 
enterprises along industrial chains. 

Lin Meng, director of the modem 
supply chain research institute at 
the Beijing-based Chinese Academy 
of International Trade and Econom­
ic Cooperation, said China’s ongoing 
improvements in market openness, 
product innovation and business 
model transformation will strength­
en its position as a strategic hub for 
global manufacturers and supply 
chain service providers, ensuring 
sustainable long-term returns.

This perspective aligns with the 
latest data. Foreign-invested busi­
nesses in China saw their export val­
ue grow 6.9 percent year-on-year to 
1.08 trillion yuan ($148.9 billion) in 
the first two months, according to 
the General Administration of Cus­
toms.

Stabilizing global supply chains is 
crucial to addressing challenges like 
rising costs and slower shipping 
cycles, as they could exacerbate 
global inflation, said Lin.

FedEx entered China in 1984, and 
to date has nearly 11,000 staff mem­
bers nationwide. It operates more 
than 300 international flights week­
ly and owns a fleet of 3,000 vehicles 
within the country.

such trade protectionism measures 
and Chinese companies are treated 
unfairly, we must firmly oppose 
them. In response to such clear vio­
lations of fair competition princi­
ples, enterprises should actively 
defend their rights and respond 
accordingly”

Chen added that French law­
makers should uphold multilateral 
trade rules and respect the authori­
ty of the WTO to create a fair com­
petitive environment

“Fundamentally, China seeks to 
maintain the multilateral system 
and resolve issues within the WTO 
framework. If a reasonable solu­
tion cannot be reached, trade coun­
termeasures remain a possibility,” 
he emphasized.

China’s response to the bill 
could impact French exports, 
which have seen rapid growth in 
the Chinese market. France’s lux­
ury sector, as well as some brands 
such as LVMH and Decathlon, 
has benefited from stable market 
access in China. Since 2021, Chi­
na has been the top global export 
market for French cosmetics, and 
France is now one of China’s larg­
est trading partners worldwide. 

With billion-yuan sales in China, 
Decathlon views the market as a 
key pillar of its global strategy. 
LVMH Group generated 26.7 bil­
lion euros in revenue from Asia 
(excluding Japan) in 2023, with 
China dominating sales.

Experts caution that should 
France proceed with targeted 
sanctions on China’s apparel 
industry, countermeasures may 
follow, potentially affecting 
French luxury brands and other 
exports.

France has already seen exam­
ples of such responses. When the 
European Union proposed tariffs 
on Chinese electric vehicles last 
year, China swiftly imposed anti­
dumping measures on EU brandy, 
requiring importers to post depos­
its exceeding 30 percent of sales 
value with Customs.

+
<

US logistics giant highlights flexibility 
of global supply chain amid trade woes

the top spot since 2020. The study 
also noted that Temu’s sales surged 
by 178 percent year-on-year in 
2024, with both companies now 
handling more parcels in France 
than Amazon.

French industry' groups have 
expressed concerns over the 
impact of fast fashion on local 
businesses. However, Shein has 
defended its business model, 
emphasizing that its on-demand 
supply chain reduces waste by 
keeping unsold inventory in the 
low single digits, compared to tra­
ditional retailers’ 40 percent 
excess stock.

Market consultancy Boston 
Consulting Group said in a report 
that agile supply chains can ena­
ble fashion companies to balance 
supply and demand, thereby 
reducing inventory costs, improv­
ing capital efficiency, increasing 
revenue and sharing benefits 
with customers by reducing prod­
uct prices.

Chen said, ‘If France implements

A construction worker 
waves a flag at a train 
running on a 27-kilome- 
ter newly relocated sec­
tion of the Zhangping- 
Quanzhou-Xiaocuo
Railway in Fujian prov­
ince on Friday. A project 
shouldered by China 
Railway Construction 
Corp’s 24th bureau, the 
rail section was relocat­
ed — and also renovated 
— to facilitate the con­
struction of Bailai 
reservoir — a national 
livelihood water project 
that will be a major 
water resource for 
Quanzhou, Fujian. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Fundamentally, 
China seeks to 
maintain the 
multilateral system 
and resolve issues 
within the WTO 
framework. If a 
reasonable solution 
cannot be 
reached, trade 
countermeasures 
remain a possibility-” 
Chen Jin, chief professor of the 
modern service research center 
at the University of Internation­
al Business and Economics in 
Beijing 
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France’s fast fashion bill targeted at 
Chinese e-tailers, seen violating rules

J

FedEx employees unload cargo from an aircraft at Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport in Guang­
dong province in March, provided to china daily
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whelming demand, with preorders 
exceeding expectations and limited 
stock availability in both online and 
offline channels. For example, 
online platforms such as Tmall and 
JD.com have shown that certain 
models, particularly the top-tier sat­
ellite communication version, face 
waiting times for preorders.

smartphone market is still in its ear­
ly stages, and Oppo has been refin­
ing its foldable products through 
continuous optimization.

“For the 2025 domestic smart­
phone market, we believe ‘thin and 
lightweight’ and ‘Al’ will be the key 
trends,” Lau added.

Oppo said Find N5 has seen over­

According to Kaiyuan Securities, 
the combination of Al-driven smart­
phone upgrades and government 
incentives is expected to significant­
ly boost domestic smartphone sales 
in 2025. This, in turn, is likely to 
enhance the performance of 
upstream component and chip 
manufacturers, especially when 
considering operational utilization 
rates.

Lens Technology, a key player in 
the consumer electronics supply 
chain, highlighted that the govern­
ment’s inclusion of smartphones in 
the trade-in subsidy program lias 
created a synergy between policy 
stimulus and product cycles. This is 
anticipated to effectively ignite mar­
ket enthusiasm and present new 
development opportunities for the 
consumer electronics industry. Lens 
Technology has expressed a readi­
ness to capitalize on this wave of 
innovation.

At a recent earnings call on Feb 12, 
Zhao Haijun, co-CEO of Semicon­
ductor Manufacturing Internation­
al Corp, a leading semiconductor 
maker, said that the national con­
sumption stimulus policy has led to 
a strong willingness among clients

China’s consumer electronics sec­
tor is witnessing a remarkable 
upswing, on the back of technologi­
cal innovation and favorable policy 
support to spur consumption, offi­
cials and company executives said. 

Since February, China’s consumer 
electronics sector has seen its indus­
try index surge 11.7 percent, said 
Shenwan Hongyuan Securities.

E-commerce platform Tmall also 
reported a spike in sales between 
Jan 20 and Feb 9. Smartphone 
transactions rose over 41 percent, 
tablets over 72 percent, and smart- 
watches/bands in excess of 60 per­
cent compared to the previous 
month.

The recovery in demand for con­
sumer electronics has been driven 
by a combination of supportive gov­
ernment policies and tech advance­
ments, experts said.

The electronics department of the 
Ministry of Industry and Informa­
tion Technology said in an interview 
with China Daily that: “China’s sta­
ble supply chain, recovering global 
demand and robust policy support 
have solidified its position as the 
world’s largest producer of consum­
er electronics. Moving forward, the 
industry is poised to capitalize on 
opportunities brought by next-gen­
eration artificial intelligence, accel­
erating the adoption of new 
technologies and products while 
enhancing the resilience and securi­
ty of the supply chain.”

A key highlight of this year’s poli­
cy initiatives is the introduction of 
subsidies for purchasing new digital 
products such as smartphones and 
tablets. During the Spring Festival 
period (Jan 28 to Feb 4), national 
smartphone sales revenue surged by 
approximately 182 percent, with 
over 4.5 million digital products 
sold. Sales of these products 
accounted for 45 percent of the total 
revenue generated from the trade-in 
program, said the National Develop­
ment and Reform Commission.

The revitalization of the consum­
er market has also spurred growth 
in upstream supply chains, creating 
new opportunities for related sec­
tors. As of the end of 2024, China 
had 1.79 billion mobile phone users. 
If 10 percent of these users partici­
pate in the trade-in subsidy pro­
gram, it could generate a market 
size of hundreds of billions of yuan 
for smartphone replacements, 
experts added.

According to the latest data from 
the China Academy of Infonnation

potential of folding phones, putting 
tablet and laptop experiences in 
consumers’ hands. More important­
ly, foldable phones should be as thin 
as bar phones.

Xiao Xu, a director at die Beijing 
Enterprise Reform and Develop­
ment Research Association, said the 
new Oppo model showcases the 
development trends of waterproof; 
ultrathin and durable foldable hand­
sets, which wall also drive industry 
enterprises to accelerate R&D in hin­
ges, materials and other aspects to 
pursue greater innovation.

The foldable phone market is 
showing robust growth momen­
tum. Market research firm Interna­
tional Data Corp predicts that the 
compound annual growth rate of 
foldable phone shipments in the 
Chinese market wall reach 37.5 per­
cent by 2027.

Oppo’s rivals are also on the 
march. In a recent update on Wei- 
bo, a Chinese social networking 
platform, Li Kun, flagship product 

manager at Honor, hinted at the 
upcoming release of the next-gen­
eration Magic V foldable phone in 
the first half. Li emphasized that 
the new device wall prioritize slim­
ness and lightweight design, claim­
ing it will set a new industry 
standard.

Other Chinese players such as 
Huawei Technologies Co and Xiao- 
mi Corp are also setting slimness 
and lightweight design as their pri­
orities for foldable smartphones.

The trend comes as foldable 
handsets — once hailed as the future 
of mobile technology for their abili­
ty to break the limitations of tradi­
tional screen sizes — have faced 
inherent challenges due to their 
complex mechanical structures.

A 2024 survey by iiMedia 
Research revealed that 36 percent of 
Chinese consumers are reluctant to 
purchase foldable phones due to 
their bulkiness and inconvenience, 
25 percent expressed concerns 
about durability, and 23 percent cit­

ed limited functionality and practi­
cality as key drawbacks.

China’s foldable smartphone mar­
ket experienced significant growth in 
2024, with annual shipments reach­
ing approximately 9.17 million units, 
a year-on-year increase of 30.8 per­
cent, according to the latest data 
from IDC.

However, the fourth quarter of 
2024 saw a notable shift, as folda­
ble phone shipments dropped by 
9.6 percent to 2.5 million units, 
marking the first decline after nine 
consecutive quarters of rapid 
growrth.

Despite these challenges, die Al 
phone market is projected to enter a 
rapid growth phase, driven by 
advances in chipsets, user scenarios 
and mobile-based large language 
models. IDC forecasts that global Al 
phone shipments will surge to 827 
million units by 2027, with a com­
pound annual growth rate of 100.7 
percent from 2023 to 2027.

Lau from Oppo said the foldable

to replenish inventory. This has 
resulted in a surge of urgent orders 
in consumer electronics, internet 
and smartphone sectors, causing 
the traditionally slow first quarter to 
be unexpectedly robust.

However, some industry insiders 
caution that the impact of the subsi­
dy policy on upstream supply chains 
may take time to fully materialize. 
The subsidies, available in most 
regions until Dec 31, 2025, are allo­
cated on a first-come, first-served 
basis, with a total cap on funds.

Despite die positive short-term 
effects, there are concerns about the 
long-term efficacy of the subsidy 
policy. Qi Yingnan, an independent 
industry analyst, believes that while 
the subsidies aid the transition from 
traditional to Al smartphones, the 
strategy remains a short-term mar­
ket stunulus. Although it may lead 
to a temporary spike in replacement 
demand, particularly boosting sales 
in the first half of 2025, consumer 
habits and product choices are ulti­
mately driven by personal needs 
and product innovation. 

Despite challenges,
believe that China’s consumer elec­
tronics sector is well-positioned to 
maintain its global leadership 
thanks to its comprehensive supply 
chain, innovative enterprises, vast 
market size and ongoing policy 
support.

Looking ahead, the MIIT said that 
China wall seize opportunities pre­
sented by next-generation Al, 
strengthen R&D in new technolo­
gies and products, and promote the 
construction of new ecosystems. By 
enhancing the quality of innovative 
and user-friendly consumer elec­
tronics, China aims to tap into both 
domestic and international mar­
kets, bolstering its global competi­
tiveness.

“At the same time, we wall contin­
ue to strengthen collaboration 
across the entire supply chain, 
improve resource allocation and 
utilization efficiency, and enhance 
the resilience and security of the 
industrial chain. This will provide a 
solid foundation for the high-quali­
ty and sustainable development of 
the consumer electronics sector,” 
the electronics department at the 
MIIT added.

Zhu Xuewen, head of
Changhong Meiling's
China marketing division

Consumers experience the Huawei Pura X, a foldable phone that 
can be used both horizontally and vertically, at a Huawei mobile
store in Shanghai on March 20. provided to china daily

Chinese smartphone companies 
are scrambling to roll out lighter, 
thinner foldable smartphones fea­
turing cutting-edge artificial intelli­
gence functions, with the aim of 
establishing a beachhead in the 
segment.

Oppo, for one, recently unveiled 
the Find N5, which it claims as the 
world’s thinnest foldable smart­
phone, as the Chinese company 
beefs up its push into research and 
development to drive technological 
progress.

Oppo said that at just 8.93 milli­
meters, Find N5 is the world’s thin­
nest book-style foldable flagship 
smartphone. Find N5 is slimmer 
than any of its foldable rivals, 
including the Honor Magic V3, Sam­
sung’s new Galaxy Z Fold, and the 
iPhone 16 Pro.

Pete Lau, senior vice-president 
and chief product experience officer 
at Oppo, said Find N5 unlocks the 

Top: Douyin e-commerce 
invites online anchors to 
broadcast live at the 
Appliance & Electronics 
World Expo in Shanghai 
on March 20. 
CHEN YUYU / FOR CHINA DAILY 

Above: An employee 
explains subsidy policies 
for trade-in programs to 
residents at a community 
service station in Qing­
dao, Shandong province, 
on March 27. 
ZHANG YING / FOR CHINA DAILY
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and Communications Technology 
and global market research firm 
Omdia, domestic smartphone ship­
ments reached 314 million units in 
2024, marking an 8.7 percent year- 
on-year increase. Notably, Chinese 
manufacturers accounted for nearly 
60 percent of global foldable smart­
phone shipments, underscoring the 
country’s growing influence in the 
global consumer electronics market 

Companies across the consumer 
electronics supply chain are leverag­
ing these policy opportunities to 
accelerate product upgrades. For 
example, Sichuan Changhong Elec­
tric Co Ltd’s intelligent manufactur­
ing industrial park in Mianyang, 
Sichuan province, has increased its 
annual production capacity to 6 mil­
lion units, reducing delivery times 
by over 50 percent.

Zhu Xuewen, head of Changhong 
Meiling’s China marketing division, 
said: “The 2025 subsidy policy is 
driving the market toward high- 
end, intelligent and green products. 
Enterprises are focusing on green 
supply chains, government-enter- 
prise subsidies and technological 
innovation to capture new market 
opportunities.”

Similarly, Hu Baishan, executive 
vice-president and chief operating 
officer of Vivo, emphasized that con­
sumers are increasingly demanding 
better performance, quality and 
innovative features. Vivo is invest­
ing heavily in areas such as battery 
life, communication, display and Al 
to meet these requirements across 
different price segments.

The industry’s recovery is also 
reflected in its financial perform­
ance. As of Feb 20,47 A-share listed 
consumer electronics companies 
had released their 2024 earnings 
forecasts. Among them, 24 compa­
nies reported a year-on-year 
increase in net profit for the fourth 
quarter, with seven expecting surges 
of over 100 percent.

Ma Beibei, director of the elec­
tronic manufacturing research 
office at the China Center for Infor­
mation Industry Development, said 
that consumer electronics products, 
which directly serve end-users, have 
a significant impact on upstream 
and midstream industries. The 
trade-in policy has not only boosted 
sales of products like TVs, comput­
ers and smartphones, but also driv­
en market expansion and 
technological upgrades for related 
components.

From foldable smartphones to 
Al-powered devices, Chinese con­
sumer electronics companies are 
leading the charge in innovation. In

The 2025 subsidy 
policy is driving 
the market 
toward high-end,
intelligent and
green products.”

7
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2024, Chinese manufacturers domi­
nated the global foldable smart­
phone market, accounting for 
nearly 60 percent of shipments. 
Additionally, Chinese brands occu­
pied eight of the top 10 spots in the 
global smart robot vacuum cleaner 
market in the third quarter of 2024, 
with a combined market share 
exceeding 60 percent, data from 
research companies Omdia and 
International Data Corp showed.

The rapid adoption of Al technol­
ogy is expected to unlock further 
opportunities across the supply 
chain. Ma from the China Center for 
Information Industry' Development 
highlighted that Al-powered termi­
nals, including smartphones, com­
puters and even Al glasses, are 
gaining traction. In the future, Al is 
expected to find applications in 
humanoid robots, smart home devi­
ces and more.

The recovery in the smartphone 
sector, with its extensive supply 
chain encompassing thousands of 
components and parts, not only 
reflects reviving consumer demand, 
but also generates new growth 
opportunities for upstream 
suppliers.

.. >

High-tech gadget purchases, including 
via trade-ins, boosting consumption
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
conducted a day-long raid at the house 
of Wang Xiaofeng, a Chinese-Ameri­
can professor at Indiana University 
Bloomington, and his wife, Ninali Ma, 
on Friday Multiple items were seized 
during the search, but the FBI is yet to 
disclose reasons for the operation. 

A glance at Wang’s resume, however, 
offers some clues. Wang is one of the 
world’s foremost experts in computer 
security. He is a fellow of the Institute 
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
as well as the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, and a 
member of the Association for Com­
puting Machinery. He has also served 
as chairman of the Association for 
Computing Machinery’s Special Inter­
est Group on Security, Audit, and Con­
trol. He is rated as a top author 
according to CSRankings, and he holds 
the record for having die most publica­
tions in the field’s top four conferences. 

Yet, despite his solid academic cre­
dentials, Wang was subjected to an 
all-day FBI raid. With the FBI giving 
no reasons for the raid, one is forced 
to conclude it might have something 
to do with his Chinese roots. 

Given the US Department of Jus­
tice’s history of prosecuting Chinese- 
American scholars — such as Feng 
Tao, a former tenured associate pro­
fessor at die University of Kansas, 
who endured five years of legal bat­
tles before being found innocent in

its predecessor has targeted Russian 
oil for real is both of them would like 
to exploit the Ukraine crisis to maxi­
mize the US’ interest.

The Joe Biden administration was 
intent on prolonging the conflict so 
that the US could continually benefit 
from selling weapons, strengthen its 
control of European allies, weaken 
Russia and smear China as the “ena­
bler” of Moscow’s “special military 
operation”

Trump’s policy doesn’t center on 
strengthening the US’ alliances 
against Russia or China but taking 
advantage of the resolution of the 
Ukraine crisis to offload the US’ bur­
den as the prolonger of die costiy 
conflict, and to explore ways to maxi­
mize the US’ gains in the process. 

So although the US’ European 
allies still regard Russia as a threat to 
their security and “democracy”, the 
Trump administration only regards 
Russia as a party it can work with, 
even if only temporarily, to meet its 
own narrow ends under the excuse of 
striving for peace.

The haste with which the Trump 
administration is seeking to strike a 
deal with Russia on the Ukraine cri­
sis is anotiier factor that has aggra­
vated its anxiety that its dealmaking 
might not be fruitful.

So the resolution of the Ukraine 
crisis Thump is hoping to broker is 
essentially a process of rebalancing 
the interests of the US and Russia on 
Ukraine. That explains why Thump is 
“pissed off” at the inflexibility of Rus­
sia, especially after he had seemingly 
brokered an agreement between

ay back when, the Roman historian Titus Livius observed that men have an innate 
desire to propagate rumors or reports. US Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, 
whose confirmation hearing showed he could talk the talk about “warfighting, 
lethality, meritocracy, standards, and readiness” but had little grasp of the military

complexities involved in walking that talk, has shown that what’s true of the past is true of today. 
Recent revelations from The Washington Post regarding a Pentagon internal guidance memo, bear­

ing his signature, have once again highlighted the United States’ fixation on China as its primary strate­
gic competitor, and the lack of new thinking, flexibility and forethought in its approach.

Since the US leader’s first term in office, the US has explicitly framed China as its principal long-term 
challenge, a stance that is reaffirmed in this latest memo, which designates China as the Pentagon’s 
“sole pacing threat” and which, ignoring the actuality that Taiwan is an inalienable part of Chinese ter­
ritory, posits the island as a focal point for military contingency planning.

What is striking about the memo is its suggestion that the US’ European allies handle the “threat 
from Moscow” while the US shifts its focus to Asia — This should pull any vestiges of wool from the eyes 
of the European leaders who might still harbor some hope that the US will strengthen the European 
security umbrella.

It exemplifies Washington’s transactional approach to alliances. Rather than fostering collective 
security, the US is willing to exploit its partners, diverting resources to confront China at the expense of 
European stability. This aligns with the recent efforts of the US to strengthen military ties with Japan 
and the Philippines — moves that are less about regional security and stability and more about encir­
cling China as part of the US’ containment strategy.

The Pentagon memo underscores a troubling reality: US policymakers remain trapped in a zero-sum 
mindset, viewing China’s development as a threat rather than an opportunity for cooperation. The US 
intelligence community’s alarmist reports about China’s military capabilities only serve to drive Wash­
ington’s own militarization of the Asia-Pacific — a strategy that benefits US arms manufacturers rather 
than regional security.

Under the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement with the Philippines, the US is building new 
facilities at five additional bases in the country, including near Taiwan and in the South China Sea, as 
well as conducting large-scale drills with Philippine forces, including simulated island retaking. It is 
also upgrading its military bases in Japan, including for a new Marine Littoral Regiment for island 
warfare.

In fact, the US is significantly expanding its military footprint in the Asia-Pacific region — with 
more carrier strike group patrols and more Virginia-class and Los Angeles-class subs operating near 
China — and reinforcing those of its allies with the deployment of missile systems, such as the Typhon 
Missile System in the Philippines, Aegis Ashore in Japan and THAAD in the Republic of Korea.

Nonetheless, for Taiwan’s secessionist Democratic Progressive Party authorities, the memo 
should be cause for caution, not celebration. The US “security guarantee” is unreliable, and the US 
has a long history of leveraging Taiwan as a pawn in its strategic competition with China, pressur­
ing the island to increase defense spending on US weaponry — effectively turning it into a cash 
cow for the US.

The US’ military brinkmanship only runs counter to regional stability and economic interdepend­
ence and thus the interests of all people in the region. Instead of stoking tensions, the US should engage 
in constructive dialogue, respect China’s core interests and contribute to regional stability, which it can 
do in a number of ways. The alternative — escalating confrontation — will only lead to greater instabili­
ty, with consequences the US can ill afford.

Unlike the US, which thrives on division and conflict to sustain its hegemony, China seeks regional 
stability and mutual development. The Chinese government’s stance is clear: the Taiwan question is 
China’s internal affair, not a bargaining chip for geopolitical games, and its commitment to peaceful 
reunification remains unwavering unless it is compelled to use force.

By abandoning its zero-sum competition with China, and adopting a less militarized, more economi­
cally inclusive, and climate-focused strategy, the US could play a constructive, rather than destructive, 
role in Asia by contributing to its stability, economic cooperation, and sustainable development.

’ hile “humanitarian assistance and disaster relief ” is a key part of its partnership frame­
work with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations that the United States has vowed 
to strengthen, little has been forthcoming for Myanmar after the ASEAN member was 
hit by a magnitude 7.9 earthquake on Friday.

“We’re gonna be helping. We’ve already alerted the people, yeah, it’s terrible what’s happened.” 
That was the US president’s throwaway reply to a question about the US’ response to the earth­
quake, whose epicenter was Mandalay, Myanmar’s second-largest city and home to about 1.2 mil­
lion people.

Despite the US administration’s deep cuts in its foreign assistance through the US Agency for Inter­
national Development, with dozens of major military bases in the Asia-Pacific, the US is in a good 
position to provide emergency disaster-relief for Myanmar. Not to mention that, as State Depart­
ment spokesperson Tammy Bruce admitted, despite the USAID cuts, “there has been no impact on 
our ability to perform those (disaster rescue and relief) duties”.

Yet, as of Monday evening, after the 72-hour golden period for rescue work had expired, no US 
assistance had materialized.

In a stark contrast, apart from providing Myanmar with 100 million yuan ($13.9 million) in emer­
gency humanitarian aid to support earthquake relief efforts shortly after the disaster struck, China’s 
first rescue team reached Myanmar on Saturday morning carrying emergency supplies such as full­
function life detectors, earthquake early warning systems, portable satellite phones and drones. Chi­
na’s first batch of disaster-relief materials arrived in the country on Monday noon, including tents, 
blankets, first-aid kits, food and drinking water.

With other Chinese rescue teams and disaster-relief materials on the way to Myanmar, China is 
among the first foreign countries to have delivered on its promise of help.

While the number of deaths in Myanmar had risen to around 2,000 as of Monday, with the death 
toll expected to rise sharply as the rescue work is still underway in the worst-hit areas, some of which 
remain inaccessible even three days after the disaster. The lack of professional rescue teams and 
equipment, and the frequent aftershocks, as strong as magnitude 6.4, markedly reduce the chances 
of survival for those buried under the rubble.

Meanwhile, the lack of food, medicines and necessary epidemic prevention and control resources 
make the situation worse for the survivors amid high temperatures of about 40 C in the daytime and 
subtropical humidity.

While regional countries and international bodies, including the United Nations, are racing 
against time to protide all necessary assistance to Myanmar, Bruce told the media that the US 
administration would use requests for assistance and reports from the region to shape its response to 
the quake.

While bragging about its upgraded relationship with ASEAN — “the United States has demonstrat­
ed that we are a reliable and enduring partner for our combined one billion people” — the US’ 
response to the Myanmar earthquake just serves to show what a selfish “partner” the US is.

China’s cooperation programs with the ASEAN members are all unconditional and open, and 
focus on win-win results and welcome third-party participation, promoting regional solidarity, con­
nectivity, free trade and common development.

In contrast, the US’ projects in the region, with their meager input, are invariably conditional and 
tilting heavily in favor of security and defense deals that serve the US’ geopolitical interests, promote 
US “values”, and consolidate the US’ tariff barriers.

Who needs a friend like that in a time of need.
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July 2023 — this could be just the 
start of Wang’s ordeal.

The incident has reignited fears of 
tiie return of the China Initiative — 
something the first Donald Trump 
administration came up with in 
November 2018 to counter alleged 
Chinese espionage, drawing wide­
spread allegations of racial profiling 
of scholars of Chinese descent 

The China Initiative required 
regional US attorney offices to file at 
least one or two China-related cases 
annually. The FBI used this mandate 
to fabricate baseless allegations of 
“academic espionage” against Chinese 
researchers.

A July 2024 repoit from Stanford 
University’s Center on China’s Econo­
my and Institutions found that since 
the launch of the China Initiative in 
2018, departures of Chinese-origin 
scientists increased by 75 percent, 
with two-thirds relocating to China. 

The exodus has been accelerating. 
From 900 in 2010, the number of 
Chinese-descent scientists leaving 
tiie US surged to 2,621 in 2021. Many 
took with them expertise in cutting- 
edge Al and semiconductor technol­
ogies, which are precisely the fields 
tiie US is desperate to dominate. 

As Fortune magazine has noted, 
“The US depends on immigrants for 
top Al talent. But many struggle to 
get visas that would allow' them to do 
tiie work” Despite weaponizing visa

US President Donald Thump said 
he was “very angry” and “pissed off” 
when Russian President Vladimir 
Putin criticized tiie credibility of 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel­
ensky’s leadership, adding that the 
comments w'ere “not going in the 
right location”

“If Russia and I are unable to make 
a deal on stopping the bloodshed in 
Ukraine, and if I think it was Russia’s 
fault — which it might not be — but if 
I think it was Russia’s fault, I am 
going to put secondaiy tariffs on oil, 
on all oil coming out of Russia,” 
Trump said in an early-morning 
phone call with NBC News on Sun­
day.

“That would be that if you buy oil 
from Russia, you can’t do business in 
the United States," Trump said. “There 
will be a 25 percent tariff on all oil, a 
25- to 50-point tariff on all oil.” 

Although Thump had previously 
criticized Zelensky as well, saying he 
was “sick” of his handling of the con­
flict, his rare criticizing of the Rus­
sian leader, with whom he has tried 
to maintain a stable relationship 
since his first term, indicates after 
securing some concessions from 
Kyiv, the US president might not 
have obtained w'hat he hoped for 
from Russia. A country that is also 
good at maximizing its interest in 
dealmaking.

Thump’s threat of new steep levies 
on Russian oil demonstrates he is 
w'ell aware what the most effective 
measure is to drag Moscow’s feet on 
the battlefield. The reason why nei­
ther the Thump administration nor

Ukraine and Russia on a 30-day mor­
atorium on attacks on energy infra­
structure and reopening grain export 
routes on tiie Black Sea.

Moscow' has no reason to make 
concessions now' since it has gained 
the upper hand on the battlefield. 

Many observers believe that 
Thump’s threat of “secondaiy tariffs” 
on Russian oil is only a bluff to try 
and put pressure on Moscow'. 

But if the threat materializes — the 
major Russian importers, including 
China and India, will bear the brunt 
of it, further straining trade relations 
between them and tiie US — it wall 
serve to spur Russia to further inten­
sify its offensive campaigns on the 
battlefield.

And if the US does support 
Ukraine accordingly, Moscow will 
realize that it can get what it wants 
or even more on the battlefield than 
it could have on the negotiation 
table.

Since the Thump administration is 
not intent on increasing the US’ 
assistance to Ukraine, a country that 
the US is only interested in for its 
rare earth resources and some other 
mineral resources, to impose the 
steep duties on Russia’s oil means tiie 
US is shutting the door for a negoti­
ated peace in Ukraine.

That being said, as long as the US 
continues to focus on its own inter­
ests, even if a peace deal is forthcom­
ing, it will only prove a precarious 
compromise of different interests, 
heralding the beginning of a new cri­
sis in the foreseeable future.

- U YANG, CHINA DAILY
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denials, FBI interrogations, and 
funding blacklists over “national 
security” concerns, Washington has 
not found a single case of espionage. 

By thus alienating these top minds, 
the US is betraying its professed val­
ues of racial equality, while weaken­
ing its own scientific and 
technological edge. This isn’t really 
about national security. It is institu­
tionalized xenophobia masquerading 
as policy. The US refuses to admit 
that targeting researchers based on 
surnames and birthplaces funda­
mentally undermines the very cul­
ture of open collaboration and 
meritocracy that built its technologi­
cal dominance in the first place. 

The Joe Biden administration ended 
the China Initiative in February 2022 
after an internal review pointed out its 
flaws. A Justice Department statement 
admitted that the program had 
“helped give rise to a harmful percep­
tion that tiie department applies a low- 
er standard to investigate and 
prosecute criminal conduct related to 
that country—or that we in some way 
view people with racial, ethnic, or 
familial ties to China different!/: 

Now, with tiie shadow of the China 
Initiative looming once again, the 
chilling effect on the US research 
community threatens to stifle inno­
vation at the very moment global 
competition is intensifying.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

Military brinkmanship in Asia 
will not make US great again
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tech industries and services. Strengthen­
ing technological collaboration between 
the two nations can create a synergy that 
benefits both economies and contributes 
to inclusive global growth.

region are either dependent on China as a 
key source of end demand or China is a 
key supplier to them.

The bigger challenge that Asia faces is 
that, tariffs or no tariffs, we have now 
entered a period where uncertainty is 
weighing on corporate confidence. The 
persistence of trade tensions will weigh 
on corporate confidence, capex and trade, 
and this will be the dominant channel 
through which the growth effects will 
transmit. Against that backdrop, we con­
tinue to believe that the economies most 
affected will be those with a higher trade 
orientation.

There is room for both monetary and 
fiscal policy to respond as the growth 
drag materializes. Fiscal easing will be 
more effective against this backdrop 
because it directly supports aggregate 
demand. But high levels of public debt at 
the starting point along with political 
issues may constrain the extent of fiscal 
stimulus.

The heavy lifting would therefore have 
to be done through monetary easing. 
Indeed, compared with 2018-19 when 
trade tensions emerged, we expect cen­
tral banks to cut rates more this time 
around. We also expect the mix of easing 
to be tilted more toward monetary than 
fiscal, unlike fiscal over monetary back in 
2018-19. Overall, however, we don’t expect 
policy easing to be able to fully offset the 
growth drag that emerges from trade ten­
sions.

Q: How should the two countries 
commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplomatic 
ties?

A: The 75th anniversary on April 1 
should be used as an opportunity to 
launch bold new initiatives in various sec­
tors, including education, culture, tour­
ism, rural development and business 
cooperation. The past five years have been 
marked by tensions; now is the time to 
accelerate normalization and enhance 
people-to-people connections.

Despite diplomatic ups and downs, the 
relationship between Indian and Chinese 
people spans several thousand years. 
Strengthening these ties with a common 
global vision through security, strategic 
leadership dialogue, cultural exchanges, 
business collaborations, and increased 
bilateral travel will lay a more robust 
foundation for future relations.

years but expressed hope that our ties will 
regain trust, enthusiasm and energy. Five, 
he stated that while competition between 
India and China is natural, it should be 
healthy and constructive, fostering eco­
nomic and regional stability rather than 
conflict.

China has responded equally positively 
to these remarks. This has set the tone for 
a renewed approach to friendly diploma­
cy and cooperation between the two 
nations.

Q: How does India view Chlnals 
advancements in technology and 
innovation?

A: Indian youth and professionals hold 
great admiration for China’s spectacular 
technological breakthroughs in artificial 
intelligence, electric vehicles and robotics 
and other new quality productive forces 
including DeepSeek and BYD. India is 
also making rapid advancements in high-

Q: What steps should be taken to 
improve Sino-Indlan business and 
Investment relations?

A: One critical step should be to ease 
travel restrictions. Last year, China issued 
over 200,000 visas to Indian nationals, 
while India granted fewer than 10,000 
visas to Chinese citizens. India should 
immediately remove the unnecessary 
restrictions and welcome more Chinese 
tourists, and especially welcome Chinese 
investors and businesses in a non-dis- 
criminatory environment.

Trade imbalance is another concern. 
India feces a trade deficit of more than 
$100 billion with China. China should 
import more high-value goods from India.

Third, some countries can reduce their 
trade surplus by lowering tariffs on US 
imports, but the World TYade Organiza­
tion’s most-fevored-nation principle pre­
vents economies with higher tariffs on US 
imports from doing so without extending 
the “lowering tariffs” to other WTO mem­
ber economies, unless it is done under a 
free-trade agreement. And negotiating 
free trade agreements will take time — it 
is unlikely to be completed before the US 
raises tariffs. India, for instance, is negoti­
ating a trade deal with the US, but the 
first tranche is expected to be completed 
only in the fell.

And fourth, the administration could 
ask Asian economies to match US tariffs 
on China as one of the conditions for 
granting concessions in any trade deal. 
With the exception of India, the US tariffs 
on other Asian economies are not as high 
as those imposed on China (about 30.9 
percent following the imposition of an 
additional 20 percent tariffs). Given this 
fact, matching the US in tariffs on China 
will imply significant tariff increases. 

In our view, such conditions will pose 
significant challenges to other Asian 
economies given China’s deeply embed­
ded role in the manufacturing global val­
ue chain. China accounts for 41 percent of 
the world’s global value chain-related out­
put in the manufacturing sector (defined 
as manufacturing output of a country 
that directly or indirectly crosses more 
than one border), highlighting its high 
global value chain participation. 

Moreover, Asia has a large cross-border 
production network with deep trade link­
ages among economies. From a practical 
standpoint, most of the economies in the 

astyear Beijing announced that it 
would create more than 17,000 park­
ing lots and turned another 10,000 
institutionally owned parking lots

into shared ones. The news generated such 
enthusiasm that a local newspaper devoted 
an entire page to explain how the work was 
done and what it signified.

To keep its promise of adding more parking 
lots, the Beijing municipal government added 
its districts and sub-districts to the plan, turn­
ing idle plots and more roadsides spaces into 
parking lots and persuading government 
institutions to share their parking lots with 
neighborhood residents at night, and on 
weekends and holidays.

The efforts of die municipal government 
should be applauded, especially because we 
know it is a mission impossible for most of 
the municipalities in the country to solve the 
parking problem.

Rapid economic development over the past 
decades led to the expansion of the urban 
population and a dramatic increase in the 
number of cars. Beijing, for instance, has 
more than 20 million residents and over 7 
million vehicles, with over 5 million of them 
being privately owned cars.

surplus with the US. Given Japan and the 
ROK are already importing 90 percent or 
more of their arms from the US, an 
increase in defense spending will likely 
result in more arms imports from die US. 

For other Asian economies, the share of 
the US’ military-industrial complex in 
their defense imports is much lower. As 
such, they can consider increasing their 
defense purchase from the US. As for 
some Asian economies that already 
planned to raise dieir defense spending, 
the US may ask them to further hike their 
defense budget. Some countries may find 
it extremely challenging to fulfill die US’ 
new requirements, because their public 
debt ratios are higher now and they’ve 
already encountered domestic political 
pushback against increasing their 
defense spending.

Difficult as it is to find a parking space, I’m 
sure most car owners have somehow found a 
fixed parking space in their residential com­
pounds or nearby roadsides. The real night­
mare begins when one drives out of one’s 
comfort zone for shopping or to go to office. 
Although Beijing is reported to have 700,000 
paid public parking spaces, most of die afford­
able ones have been rented out on a long-term 
basis and the few still available are relatively 
expensive. When an employee is late for office, 
his/her most likely reason is “driving around 
for half an hour to find a parking space” 

Even when one is lucky enough to find a 
vacant parking space, the cost is relatively 
high. Parking along the roadside 10 kilome­
ters away from the city center costs between 
6-10 yuan (82 US cents-$1.37) per hour. The 
cost shoots up if you choose to park under a 
roof or when the parking space is closer to the 
city center. The parking fee at the parking lot 
of Beijing West Railway Station, for instance, 
is 5 yuan for a quarter of an hour and 360 
yuan per day. A day’s fee is equivalent to a Bei- 
j ing worker’s average income for two days. 

Beijing’s woes are shared by many other 
Chinese cities. China had an estimated 440 
million motor vehicles, with 345 million of 
them being cars, by the end of June last year. 
With 26 cities having more than 3 million 
cars each, many city administrations are 
under tremendous pressure to build more 
roads and parking lots. To control the increas­
ing number of cars, some cities have taken 
measures such as drawing of lots or auctions 
for license plates, while quite a few have built 
multi-story parking lots so they can use every 
available square foot of land for parking. 

But city administrations risk infringing on 
citizens’ civic rights if they turn public spaces 
into parking spaces to address the parking 
problem. Officials are welcome to turn vacant 
land into parking lots to benefit die public 
and make cities more environment-friendly. 
But when they turn roadsides into parking 
spaces, they infringe on the right of cyclists to 
use the sendee lanes along thoroughfares. 
Many smaller cities, by allowing cars to park 
on pedestrian-only sidewalks, make life diffi­
cult for humble pedestrians like me. 

In a country' which is similar in land area to 
die United States but has over four times the 
population, it is difficult to find enough park­
ing spaces for all the cars and/or build enough 
roads for them to drive without being caught 
in jams.

Therefore, instead of building more park­
ing lots and turning public spaces into park­
ing spaces, the authorities should make 
efforts to improve the public transportation 
systems. When people can travel anywhere in 
the city more comfortably and at a lower cost 
using public transport, their urge to buy or 
drive a car will diminish.

I am looking forward to the day' when side­
walks are returned to cyclists and pavements 
to pedestrians, and public spaces are cano­
pied by trees and city administrations are no 
longer frustrated by the parking problem.

Q: What are the areas where India 
and China can find common ground? 

A: The most important common 
ground is mutual support for develop­
ment. China is the world’s second-largest 
economy, and India is on track to become 
the third-largest. Given their vast popula­
tions, both countries have a shared 
responsibility to improve their citizens’ 
quality of life.

The second major area of common 
interest is peace and security. Sustainable 
development can only occur in an envi­
ronment of peace and trust. So India and 
China must collaborate to ensure bilateral 
and regional security, preventing tension 
and conflicts that could hinder economic 
and social progress.

1

Q: Given the ongoing global geopoliti­
cal shifts, how do you see India-China 
relations evolving In the next decade, 
especially in the context of the grow­
ing influence of both countries In 
global affairs?

A: The world is undergoing profound 
changes. The dominance of the West, par­
ticularly the United States, is diminishing, 
paving tiie way for a multipolar world. 
The center of global affairs has shifted 
toward Asia, placing a significant 
major responsibility on India and 
China. As two of the ancient civi­
lizations, and largest and fest- 
est-growing economies, both 
nations must work toward 
improving bilateral rela­
tions, fostering cooperation 
and contributing to a stable 
and peaceful world order. I 
believe these Sino-Indian 
differences will not escalate 
into major conflicts, as both 
countries recognize the mutual 
benefit of a cordial relationship.

Q: What recent statements or 
developments indicate a posi­
tive shift In India-China ties? 

A: Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi recently made a 
series of wann and wise referen­
ces to Sino-Indian relations, 
highlighting five key' points: 

One, he emphasized that for sev­
eral thousand years, India and China 
have coexisted without conflicts, 
and our relations in future should 
be equally strong. Two, he advocat­
ed that differences should not turn 
into disputes and must be resolved 
through dialogue. Three, he likened 
India-China relations to a familial 
bond, reinforcing the idea that both 
nations are part of a larger Asian 
family with shared civilizational 
wisdom. Four, he acknowl­
edged the setback in rela­
tions over tiie past five

Q: Any final thoughts 
on the future of India- 
China relations?

A: Both nations have 
strong leadership capa­

ble of making bold and 
visionary decisions, 

including resolution of the 
long-pending boundary 
question to mutual satisfac­
tion. India should pledge 
support to “One China” poli­
cy and peaceful reunifica­

tion of Taiwan without 
external interference and China 

should support India’s major con­
cerns. Hence there is a real oppor­
tunity to transform India-China 
relations for the better. This oppor­
tunity must not be missed. The 
world is watching, and it is time for 
India and China to step up as 
responsible global leaders, and fos­
ter a future based on equality, 
mutual respect, shared prosperity 
and Asian security.

*s-

Global
Lens

Q: Could there be areas of coopera­
tion that promote peace and safe­
guard security In the region? 

A: I propose a fresh approach to 
regional security. Asia needs a robust 
security framework. First, India and Chi­
na should eliminate security concerns 
between them. Once mutual security is 
solidified, they can take a leading role in 
fostering a broader Asian security initia­
tive.

President Xi Jinping’s Global Security 
Initiative is a wise and commendable 
step, but we now need an “Asian Security 
Initiative”, spearheaded by India and Chi­
na in collaboration with other regional 
powers to ensure that Asian security 
remains primarily an Asian responsibility, 
free from destractive external interfer­

ed: Can strategic communication 
between leaders strengthen bilateral 
ties?

A: The most urgent need is high-level 
strategic communication. Before 2020, 
Prime Minister Modi and President 
Xi Jinping met several times. However, 
the past five years have seen a gap. It is 
imperative that they engage in direct dis­

cussions with a forward-looking 
approach. By leaving behind past 
grievances and focusing on long­
term cooperation on bilateral, 
regional and global matters, India 

and China can set an example on 
how major powers can coexist 

peacefully, prosper together 
and create a new and bet­

ter world order.

The author is former deputy
editor-in-chief of China Daily.
kangbing@chinadaily.com.cn

There is room for both 
monetary and fiscal policy 
to respond as the growth 
drag materializes. Fiscal 
easing will be more effec­
tive against this backdrop 
because it directly supports 
aggregate demand.

>•

he United States appears to be 
using tariffs to seek reciprocity 
in its trade relations, in a bid to 
reduce its trade deficit. In our

(Morgan Stanley’s) view, this poses chal­
lenges for Asia, given that seven of the top 
10 economies with the largest trade sur­
pluses against the US are in Asia. 

It also adds uncertainty to the business 
cycle, as we expect trade tensions to 
weigh on corporate confidence, affecting 
capex and trade.

In efforts to guess what exactly US Presi­
dent Donald Trump will announce on 
Wednesday in the form of global recipro­
cal tariffs, some details have emerged 
about what he could seek from tiie US’ 
trade partners to reduce its trade deficit. 

First, tiie US could ask its trade part­
ners to increase purchases in a bid to 
reduce their trade surplus. This may be 
possible for some economies, but for oth­
ers the size of their trade surpluses with 
the US as a percentage of their respective 
GDP will pose a challenge. For instance, 
Thailand’s trade surplus with the US is 10 
percent of its GDP, while Vietnam’s is 25 
percent of its GDP.

Meanwhile, other Asian economies like 
India and the Republic of Korea, whose 
surpluses are smaller as a percent of their 
GDP, have already indicated plans to 
increase purchases of oil and gas, civilian 
aircraft and defense equipment from the 
US.

Second, the US administration has been 
asking economies with trade surplus to 
hike their defense spending. In a way, this 
is related to tiie first, as a higher defense 
budget is a channel through which some 
Asian economies can reduce their trade 

Improved public 
transportation 
can help address 
parking problem

Officials are welcome to turn 
vacant land into parking lots 
to benefit the public and 
make cities more 
environment-friendly.

- ®

Editor’s note: On the 75 th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and India, Sudheendra Kulkarni, an aide to India’s former prime minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, shares his views on the future ofSino-Indian ties with China Daily’s Liu Jianna. Excerpts follow:
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No zero-sum game
China and Japan can synergize their respective strengths to deepen their cooperation in third-party markets
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he 11th China-Japan-Republic of 
Korea Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting held in Tokyo on March
22 was another important diplo­

matic event in Northeast Asia following the 
trilateral summit held in May last year, 
which convened after a four-and-a-half- 
year hiatus. The top diplomats of the three 
countries reached consensus on advancing 

practical cooperation in 
“six key areas” in a com­
prehensive and balanced 
manner, and laid the 
groundwork for the 
upcoming 10th China-Ja- 
pan-ROKTrilateral Sum­
mit Meeting.

However, whenever progress is made in 
the cooperation among the three neigh­
bors, pessimistic voices about regional 
cooperation will surface. Some argue that 
the three countries lack shared values and 
their cooperation is, at best, a marriage of 
convenience formed in response to the 
uncertainties created by Donald Trump’s 
second term as US president. Some go so 
far as to say that Northeast Asia is inherent­
ly an anti-region — a region without the 
DNA for collaboration.

China-Japan-ROK cooperation must first 
dismantle these misleading perceptions 
and build new standards and principles for 
regional collaboration based on objective, 
comprehensive and historical perspectives. 

The roots of pessimism about China-Ja- 
pan-ROK cooperation and Northeast Asian 
regionalism lie in using NATO and the 
European Union as benchmarks. Europe — 
particularly Western Europe — has long 
been regarded as the model of regional 
cooperation, with its dual engines of securi­
ty (NATO) and economic integration (the
EU) serving as the reference by which other 
regional collaboration is measured.

Northeast Asia lacks a collective defense 
mechanism such as NATO, and the Trilater­
al Cooperation Secretariat pales in compar­
ison to the colossal EU headquarters in 
Brussels.

However, it is misleading to label North­
east Asian cooperation as “backward” 

has kept improving. Thanks to the advanta­
ges of its super-large market, complete 
industrial system and strengths in digital 
and emerging industries, China has been 
steadily climbing up the global industrial 
chain. The “R&D in Japan+Made in China” 
model is no longer sustainable and gradu­
ally declining. Currently, Chinese and Japa­
nese industries highly overlap, with their 
high-end manufacturing sectors competing 
with each other. Some of Japan’s right-wing 
forces have begun to hype up the “China 
threat theory” leading to occasional trade 
frictions between the two neighbors. 

Facing this new phenomenon, both sides 
should fully recognize that upgrading 
labor-intensive to capital-intensive, and 
then to knowledge-intensive sectors is a 

so-called universal values. 
Intertwined interests alone are insuffi­

cient to build a cohesive region. Instead, it 
requires the cultivation of identities, values 
and norms shared by regional members. 
Washington has sought to strengthen the 
US-Japan-ROK cooperation framework 
through two strands: common security 
threats and so-called democratic values. 

And both Japan and the ROK have 
invoked “shared values” to mend bilateral 
ties. But when relations soured, Japan 
removed the phrase stating that Japan and 
the ROK are neighbors that “share funda­
mental values” from its Diplomatic Blue- 
book, which raised the question: how could 
the universal values vanish overnight due 
to political frictions?

Some believe it is unrealistic, if not naive, 
to build regionalism in Northeast Asia 
because the region is plagued by fonnida- 
ble security challenges, territorial disputes 
and historical issues. However, the shared 
values in the region can be built upon real 
and well-intended interactions among 
neighbors.

Southeast Asia was once viewed as the 
“Balkans of Asia” after World War II, and 
when ASEAN was first established, it was 
widely predicted to be a failed attempt at 
regional integration because member 
states had vastly different political systems, 
levels of economic development, religious 
and cultural backgrounds and territorial 
disputes left over from former colonial rul­

common economic law for all countries. 
The two countries should follow this objec­
tive law and understand the changes in 
their trade structure. Long-term technolog­
ical competition among major powers will 
continue, but the global labor division is an 
unstoppable trend. The Sino-Japanese net- 
work-based composite structure, which 
includes both vertical and horizontal divi­
sion, can still promote efficient resource 
allocation within the region. The non-ho- 
mogeneity of the Chinese and Japanese 
industrial structttres and the complemen­
tarity in high-tech fields still exist, offering 
a solid foundation and broad space for 
cooperation.

China and Japan can establish mutually 
beneficial norms and rules, continuously 
optimize the Asia-Pacific industrial and 
supply chain layout, explore diversified 
cooperation opportunities, and strive to 
seek more converging points of interest. 
Japan is one of the world’s key sources of 
high-end photoresists. The two sides can 
jointly develop more advanced industries 
such as semiconductors, upgrade indus­
tries, and stabilize the global industrial and 
value chains. In addition to their trade in 
goods, they should also optimize their trade 
structure, strengthen cooperation in fron­
tier areas, enhance industrial upgrading 
and cross-border integration through new 
technologies, expand their trade in services, 
and develop new trade forms.

Meanwhile, they should innovate trad­
ing methods. By strengthening institution­
al cooperation in areas such as local 
currency settlement, they can reduce trade 
costs and uncertainties. China could 
approve more Japanese enterprises in its 
comprehensive bonded zones — the high­
est form of special customs supervision 
zones in the country, and grant them the 
status of general taxpayers therein, thus 
enabling them to enjoy preferential tax 
policies. Regarding emerging trade trends 
such as digital trade, China and Japan 
could pilot a preferential system that 
exempts small amount goods from con­
sumption tax and tariffs. They could also 
promote mutual recognition of digital cer­
tificates and electronic signatures, gradual­
ly shift from a positive list to a negative 

cultivate shared values among regional 
countries.

For Southeast Asian nations, the top pri­
ority is to address domestic challenges — 
economic development, improving people’s 
livelihoods and achieving ethnic unity — 
none of which could be solved through mil­
itary means. If they get dragged into bloc 
confrontations between external powers, 
their precious resources would be wasted. 

To preserve regional stability, ASEAN lias 
further expanded multilateral cooperation 
frameworks with other major countries 
with ASEAN at the core, such as the ASEAN 
Regional Forum, the “ASEAN+3” and the 
East Asia Summit

The key to overcoming pessimism about 
Northeast Asian cooperation is to build

YuMiaojie is president of Liaoning Univer­
sity. Lu Weixiao is a lecturer at Yangzhou 
University. The authors contributed this
article to China Watch, a think tank pow­
ered by China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

confidence. First, regional countries should 
not compare Northeast Asian regionalism 
with the models of other regions. Second, 
they should cultivate shared values and 
improve mutual recognition.

Neither overestimating its achievements 
nor underestimating its resilience, North­
east Asia can chart a viable path forward — 
forging a distinctive regionalism through 
positive interactions among neighboring 
countries.

one, deepen the construction of compre­
hensive pilot zones for cross-border e-com- 
merce, guide multiple entities to accelerate 
the layout of overseas warehouses, and cre­
ate a favorable environment for e-com- 
merce, thereby further boosting bilateral 
trade.

By effectively combining China’s produc­
tion capacity advantages, Japan’s techno­
logical strengths and the development 
needs of third countries, China and Japan 
can not only enable their enterprises to 
avoid homogeneous competition and share 
development achievements, but also bring 
greater benefits to third-party markets, cre­
ating a win-win spillover effect for all par­
ties involved.

Chinese enterprises should explore new 
ways to implement the memorandum of 
understanding on third-party market col­
laboration with Japan and push for the 
progress of some confirmed projects. They 
should also explore and share new oppor­
tunities for cooperation in RCEP third-par­
ty' markets through the China-ASEAN 
Expo. Financial institutions could provide 
diversified financing channels for projects 
in third-party markets that both sides joint­
ly invest in. Additionally, they could utilize 
channels such as the China-Europe freight 
train service to expand cooperation in Cen­
tral Asia and Europe, bid for projects with 
joint investment, and share third-party 
market information.

The two countries hold tremendous 
development potential. By coordinating 
and aligning technical standards, promot­
ing mutual recognition of legislation, and 
building market access mechanisms, China 
and Japan can integrate their strengths to 
deepen cooperation in third-party markets. 
This approach can improve their competi­
tion and cooperation structure, avoid zero­
sum games and enhance mutual trust by 
building mechanisms that meet their devel­
opment needs in the new era.

Despite all the odds, ASEAN has main­
tained peace among its member states 
since its establishment in 1967, and has 
proved to be the most successful regional 
bloc in the developing world. The success of 
ASEAN can be attributed to the feet that 
regional countries have forged shared val­
ues that suit the needs of the region. The 
stability of ASEAN stems from the political 
and social stability and economic growth of 
member states; and relations among 
regional countries are based on genuine 
multilateralism that is non-discriminatory 
and inclusive.

The essence of the “ASEAN Way” is to

The author is a professor at the School of 
International Studies at Nanjing Universi­
ty. The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by Chi­
na Daily. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

based on the supposedly “advanced” model 
of European regionalism. East Asian coop­
eration emerged in the context of post­
World War II decolonization and nation­
building, which is fundamentally different 
from Europe’s process of regional integra­
tion through centuries of warfare, includ­
ing two world wars and the Cold War. Such 
simplistic comparisons are untenable. 

Moreover, the Ukraine crisis has demon­
strated that relying on regional military 
alliances to deter imagined enemies fails to 
deliver collective security — instead, it 
undermines the security of the region. 
Northeast Asia should not repeat this mis­
take by creating an East Asian version of 
NATO.

Northeast Asian cooperation has fared 
rather well when viewed through a histori­
cal lens. Japan and the ROK normalized 
their relations in 1965. China and Japan 
restored diplomatic ties in 1972. China and 
the ROK established formal relations in
1992. And the trilateral summit mechanism 
was launched in 2008.

In 2014, a China-Japan-ROK trilater­
al investment agreement came into force, 
and in 2022, the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership took effect — effec­
tively achieving a de fecto trilateral free 
trade agreement by indirect means. 

If European integration represents a 
form of de jure regionalism — a regional­
ism built on an extensive foundation of 
legal treaties and documents — then North­
east Asia exemplifies de fecto regionalism. 

The trade volume among China, Japan 
and the ROK has reached $800 billion, the 
three nations account for about 25 percent 
of global GDP, and their industrial and sup­
ply chains are deeply intertwined. How can 
anyone claim Northeast Asia has made no 
progress in regional integration? In reality, 
Northeast Asia has already become an 
interconnected economic and social com­
munity.

Northeast Asia should draw on the Asso­
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations’ success­
ful experience in forging shared regional 
values amid diversity, rather than uncriti­
cally adopting the Western model based on 

ince China and Japan normalized 
diplomatic relations with the sign­
ing of the 1972 China-Japan Joint 
Statement, bilateral cooperation has

experienced ups and downs, but the overall 
trend has always been moving forward. 

In the long run, Japan and China will 
remain interdependent and deeply inte­

grated in trade, and the 
Japanese economy is 
unable to “decouple” 
from China. But in the 
short term, their trade 
exchanges are slowing 
down as Japan follows 
the United States in 
imposing sanctions on 
Chinese enterprises. 

Under the framework 
of the Regional Compre­
hensive Economic Part­
nership, China and Japan 
reached a tariff reduction 
arrangement for the first 
time and pledged to 
expand the zero-tariff 
policy coverage for their 

traded goods and facilitate the implemen­
tation of the RCEP’s roles of origin. The 
agreement highlights the commitment of 
both countries to free trade and multilater­
alism, and signifies that they will rely on it 
to form a deeply integrated production net­
work. China and Japan should seize the 
opportunity of the RCEP’s entry into force, 
the 53 rd anniversary of the normalization 
of diplomatic relations and the 47th anni­
versary of the signing of the Sino-Japanese 
Treaty of Peace and Friendship to eliminate 
political interference and trade frictions 
and deepen their mutually beneficial trade 
relationship.

In addition, China can continue to 
increase its sister cities relations with Japan, 
expand the coverage of China-Japan cooper­
ation demonstration zones in Chengdu and 
Qingdao, fully leverage these zones’ leading 
role and exemplary effect, and encourage 
diverse interactions between twin cities to 
enhance mutual understanding and trust 
By connecting the two peoples’ hearts and 
minds, the external environment for bilater­
al trade can be stabilized.

Japan should cancel its End User List fea­
turing “catch-all” control, and remove Chi­
nese entities from the list. It should also 
abolish unreasonable export controls on 
high-performance semiconductor manu­
facturing equipment to China, and reject 
the influence of the US’ unreasonable 
“long-arm jurisdiction” China is Japan’s 
largest trading partner and export destina­
tion and a huge dynamic market. Building 
“small yards with high fences” and “decou­
pling” will only create a lose-lose situation. 
Instead, closer trade cooperation will help 
Japan realize economic recovery and stable 
growth.

Since China overtook Japan to become 
the world’s second-largest economy in
2010, its domestic advanced manufacturing

V’ *

■r

J

IT V?

£2

Northeast Asia should draw on ASEAN’s successful 
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Top: Restored animal skeletons from Nihewan on show, wang qian/ 
china daily Above: Three stone spheroids (left) and two stone cores
discovered at Nihewan also on show, photos provided to china daily

rooted in the Majiayao culture, 
which boasts more than 5,000 years 
of history and is based in the upper 
reaches of the Yellow River and its 
tributaries.

Despite the passage of thousands 
of years, the intricate and unique 
patterns on these artifacts remain 
strikingly vivid.

Painted pottery fragments dating 
back around 9,000 years have been 
unearthed at the Shangshan site in 
Pujiang county, Zhejiang province. 
It suggests prehistoric potters had 
mastered the technique of painting 
mineral pigments onto pottery sur­
faces before firing, experts say.

This innovation gave rise to paint­
ed pottery, where vibrant designs 
contrasted beautifully with the una­
dorned clay, creating a distinct aes­
thetic, they add.

Another treasure showcased at the 
exhibition is a remarkable painted pot­
teryjar unearthed Horn the Dadianzi 
site in Aohan Banner, Inner Mongolia. 
This artifact is a stunning example of 
the Lower Xiajiadian culture, which

themes of human origins, ancient 
ecosystems, Paleolithic culture and 
the archaeological development of 
the site.

Located in Yangyuan county, 
Zhangjiakou, Hebei, Nihewan Basin 
is one of the country’s earliest sys­
tematically excavated Paleolithic 
sites. The strata contains abundant 
fossils of ancient mammals, such as 
three-toed horses, woolly rhinocer­
oses, saber-toothed cats, giant deer 
and steppe mammoths, providing 
invaluable materials for studying the 
evolution of Cenozoic fauna in 
northern China. Nearly 400 sites 
have been identified, constructing a 
cultural sequence of ancient human 
evolution spanning nearly 2 million 
to 10,000 years.

Discovered in the early 1920s, the 
site contains well-known mammali­
an fauna and stone-tool artifacts in 
long sequences of sediments, mak­
ing the region an attractive setting 
for geological, paleontological and 
archaeological exploration and 
research, according to the Geological 
Society of Hebei Province.

It has not only die earliest Maj uan- 
gou site in northern China dating to 
2 million years before the present, 
but also die Xujiayao site of the late 
Paleolitiiic period where human
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Contact the writer at
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Xiongzhou, located in what is today’s 
Xiong’an New Area, Hebei province. 
Fragments of the dragon head are 
carefully arranged on the table, 
showcasing the painstaking effort 
required to piece together history. 

‘The dragon head artifact we’re 
showcasing is a classic example of 
laboratory archaeology:’ says Fan, a 
second-year graduate student under 
the researcher Liu Yong from the 
archaeological science and cultural 
heritage protection lab, at the Chi­
nese Academy of Social Sciences. 

“Based on stratigraphic and typo­
logical analysis, we’ve determined 
that it dates back to the Tang Dynas­
ty. This artifact is a ceramic architec­
tural component, originally placed 
on a roof,” Fan explains.

The dragon head isn’t just a dull 
gray — it retains traces of colorful 
paint. For example, the left eye is 
black, surrounded by a faint green 
eyeliner, Fan adds.

Archaeologists have employed a 
variety of advanced techniques to 
study the dragon head, including 3D 
laser scanning, multi-angle 3D imag­
ing, and surface fluorescence analysis, 
which captured detailed information 
about the fragments’ morphology 
and painted components.

The data collected provided a sci­
entific foundation for the preserva­
tion and restoration of the dragon 
head, Fan says.

She has been demonstrating the 
piecing together of fragments at the 
exhibition. “The numbered frag­
ments in the tray show the initial 
condition of the artifact These pie­
ces have already been cleaned and 
desalinated, and now the task is to 
assemble them,” Fan explains.

Liu Yu says the exhibition not only 
celebrates “the ingenuity of our 
ancestors” but also highlights the 
transformative role of technology in 
“preserving and understanding our 
shared heritage”.

“Through the power of technolog­
ical archaeology and cultural heri­
tage preservation, we can decode the 
fragments of the past, unlocking the 
secrets of the past and bringing their 
brilliance back to life,” Liu says.

During the ongoing exhibition, 
Radiance of the East: Million-Year 
Human Imprint in Nihewan, at the 
Natural History Museum of China in 
Beijing, visitors can follow fossil evi­
dence to trace the earliest presence of 
humans in northeast Asia.

Opened on March 8 and running 
through to May 11, the event high­
lights the rich archaeological signif­
icance of the Nihewan site in North 
China’s Hebei province. Jointly 
organized by the museum, the 
Hebei Nihewan Site Protection 
Committee, and the Zhangjiakou 
Association for Science and Tech­
nology, it aims to enhance public 
understanding of the region’s geo­
logical and anthropological history. 

Showcasing more than 200 arti­
facts, including stone tools, fossils 
and reconstructed site models, 
alongside multimedia presenta­
tions, the curators try to present the 
scientific knowledge of Nihewan’s 
archaeology and paleontology, 
according to Wei Yi, an associate 
researcher at the Natural History 
Museum of China.

Divided into four sections, visitors 
can follow the tuneline to explore the

precursor to the Silk Road. 
The jade unit features 70 artifacts, 

tracing nearly 10,000 years of crafts­
manship in China. Highlights 
include a set of three hooks from dif­
ferent eras, including the late Neo­
lithic Hongshan culture, around 
6,500 to 4,900 years ago, marked by 
its use of delicate jade ware.

They illustrate the evolution and 
cultural exchange of jade artifacts 
across millennia.

The Splendor of Textiles section 
presents five artifacts, focusing on 
ancient textile craftsmanship, fea­
turing advanced braiding, twisting, 
and weaving skills of textile artisans. 

Toward the end of the exhibition 
is the laboratory archaeology dis­
play area, where a glass-enclosed 
workspace offers visitors a rare 
opportunity to witness the meticu­
lous process of artifact restoration 
up close.

Inside, Fan Rongnan is focusing 
on the virtual 3D reconstruction of a 
Tang Dynasty (618-907) dragon head, 
unearthed from the ancient city of

By WANG QIAN 

wangqian@chinadaily.com.cn
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The ongoing exhibition shows jade objects of fine workmanship including a deer (above left) and one crafted to resemble yue (above right
and top right), a type of axe-like weapon, both from the Western Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 BC).
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“Ancient humans likely tied ropes 
around the stone balls to create 
bolas, which they threw to strike ani­
mals’ bodies or heads,” she explains. 

Another groundbreaking discov­
ery that Wei doesn’t want visitors to 
miss is the evidence of a culture that 
processed ochre, which is used to 
make pigments, discovered at the 
Xiamabei, a 40,000-year-old archae­
ological site in Nihewan.

Small pieces of hematite and 
grinding tools are displayed together 
in the exhibition.

“This discovery pushes the history 
of hematite pigment use in East Asia 
back to 40,000 years ago. Since pig­
ments were likely used for body dec­
oration, it suggests that humans had 
developed a sense of aesthetics by 
this period,” Wei says.

Additionally, experts found plant 
fiber traces on the surfaces of some 
stone flakes, indicating that ancient 
humans may have bound small 
stone flakes to create composite 
tools, reflecting the increasing com­
plexity of their technology and 
behavior.

Over the past century, archaeologi­
cal discoveries at Nihewan have 
pushed the timeline of human ori­
gins in China and East Asia back to 
approximately 1.7 million years ago.

at the exhibition. Dating back 
20,000 to 19,000 years, this frag­
ment is not only the oldest known 
pottery in China but also the earliest 
evidence of pottery used for cooking 
food in the world.

According to Liu Guoxiang, 
director of the Chinese Archaeologi­
cal Museum, the age of the pottery 
was determined through strati­
graphic analysis and carbon-14 dat­
ing. “In recent years, the integration 
of technology into archaeology — 
from excavation and preservation to 
interpretation and display — has 
become increasingly vital,” he says. 

The Xianren Cave pottery frag­
ment reveals that ancient Chinese 
communities were already crafting 
and using pottery. Over the follow­
ing millennia, Chinese ceramics 
evolved through remarkable tech­
nological advancements, artistic 
diversity, and continuous produc­
tion, becoming a unique phenome­
non in ceramic history worldwide.

Painted pottery includes double­
handled pots and jars that were
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xquisite bronze artifacts, 
ranging from tall, slender 
wine vessels to large, 
ornate wine containers,

along with their elaborate produc­
tion illustrations, give visitors a 
chance to appreciate the intricate 
patterns and technical mastery of 
ancient Chinese artisans.

About 20 of those ancient relics 
highlight the Marvel of Bronze sec­
tion of the ongoing Technological 
Archaeology and Heritage Protec­
tion Exhibition that will last 
through to June 2 at the Chinese 
Archaeological Museum in Beijing. 
The section vividly showcases how 
those works of art were made, 
beginning with ore processing to 
metal and then casting with piece­
molds.

“Modem tools like X-ray imaging 
and metallographic analysis have 
helped us study bronze artifacts in 
detail,” says Liu Yu, a researcher of 
the technological archaeology and 
cultural heritage protection lab, of 
the Chinese Academy of History.

Traditional and modern methods 
were then applied to restore the 
bronzes, ensuring they retain their 
historical integrity, she adds.

This unit provides a comprehen­
sive look at the entire life cycle of 
ancient Chinese bronze production, 
from mining and alloying to casting, 
as well as modem restoration, Liu 
says.

Visitors can appreciate the 
sophistication of ancient Chinese 
metallurgy, such as intricate pat­
terns and artisans’ precision. 

“One of the most distinctive fea­
tures of Chinese bronze craftsman­
ship is the use of piece-mold casting. 
Unlike Western traditions, which 
relied on forging and lost-wax cast­
ing, ancient Chinese artisans used 
clay molds to create intricate ritual 
vessels,” Liu explains.

Piece-mold casting allowed for 
the creation of highly detailed and 
complex ritual vessels, which plaj'ed 
a central role in Chinese ceremonial 
and political life, she adds.

A model of the vessel was made, 
and clay molds were pressed around 
it. These molds were assembled into 
a whole before molten bronze was 
poured in. Once cooled, the mold 
was broken away, and the vessel was 
cleaned and polished.

“The ancient craft was so extraor­
dinary that you can barely find the 
traces of assembly, such as pouring 
gates and risers (a reservoir built 
into a metal casting mold to prevent 
cavities), or mold lines on the sur­
face,” Liu adds.

The domination of the complex 
bronze production in ancient China, 
especially during the Shang (c.l6th 
century-11 th century BC) and Zhou 
(c.llth century-256 BC) dynasties, 
was due to the fact that bronze ves­
sels weren’t just functional but came 
to symbolize political power and 
were used in rituals, she explains.

Bronze is among the five thematic 
sections, along with ancient pottery, 
jade artifacts, textile and modern lab 
restoration, at the exhibition hosted 
by the Chinese Academy of History 
with inputs from archaeological 
facilities in Gansu, Jiangxi and Hen­
an provinces, as well as the Inner 
Mongolia autonomous region.

A small but extraordinary piece of 
pottery, unearthed from the Xian­
ren Cave site in Wannian county, 
Jiangxi province, took center stage
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dates back between 4,000 and 3,400 
years.

“Painted pottery is one of the most 
representative inventions of the 
Lower Xiajiadian culture,” Liu 
Guoxiang says.

At the Dadianzi cemetery, a total of 
420 painted pottery pieces have been 
discovered, accounting for about 25 
percent of the burial pottery. Analy­
sis shows that these painted pottery 
pieces used carbon-infused black or 
dark gray surfaces as the base, 
adorned with patterns in white, red, 
and orange-yellow, Liu notes.

The clay surface was polished to a 
smooth finish, which, after firing, 
proved ideal for painting, while the 
dark base enhanced the visibility 
and aesthetic appeal of the bright- 
colored designs, he explains.

Experts highlight that the inven­
tion of painted pottery marked a 
groundbreaking innovation that 
spread from the East to the West, 
serving as a primary channel for 
early cultural exchanges between 
East and West and is considered a

skulls and many forged spheroids 
were unearthed, as well as die Yujia- 
gou site of the Paleolithic-Neolithic 
transition period where the earliest 
pottery fragments and many micro­
liths were discovered.

A standout exhibit is the recon­
structed scene from die Majuangou 
site, where evidence of human activi­
ty dating back 1.66 million years was 
discovered.

“This is where the ‘first meal of 
Eastern humans’ took place,” Wei 
explains.

“One scraper was found in direct 
contact with a rib fossil, bearing clear 
signs of impact and scraping, reflect­
ing scenes of ancient humans hunt­
ing, dismembering and sharing 
mammoth meat,” she adds.

The exhibition also introduces the 
fossilized remains from the 
Houjiayao-Xujiayao site, represent­
ing 16 individuals across various life 
stages, from children to the elderly. 
Nearby, three round stone balls are 
exhibited. “Stone balls are the most 
distinctive tools from this site, witii 
thousands discovered,” Wei says.

The site yielded more than 4,000 
horse tooth fossils, leading experts to 
speculate that the stone balls were 
specialized tools for hunting wild 
horses.

With the launch of the project of |~i] 
chasing the human origins in Nihe­
wan by the provincial government in 
Hebei, further archaeological revela­
tions are anticipated.

Exhibition highlights exquisite skills and technical knowledge of ancient 
artifacts, Yang Feiyue reports.
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Left: Visitors check out the bronze section of the Technological Archaeology and Heritage Protection Exhibition.
Right: A lab demonstration of relics restoration is a highlight at the exhibition, photos by jiang dong / china daily
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A giant art installation made of thousands of ceramic vats by Guo Aihe and his team at the Huashuwa village, Luoning county, Henan province, provided to china daily
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Science fiction industry steadily gains momentum
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During the process, Guo has also 
worked to improve rural children’s 
aesthetic education in Luoning by 
donating fine art tools to schools, 
subsidizing fees of art majors and

Contact the writers at
wangrul @chinadaily.com.cn

than 100,000 visits annually, and 
even nearby villages can benefit 
from this tourist spot since people 
can supplement their income by 
selling agricultural products.

ments, policy support, and increas­
ing market demand, various seg­
ments of the Chinese sci-fi industry 
are poised to accelerate collabora­
tive innovation and continually 
enhance die industrial ecosystem.

He Junke, Party secretary of China 
Association for Science and Technol­
ogy, said in a speech at die opening 
ceremony that the convention has 
become an important platform 
where technology intertwines with 
humanities and science fiction 
merges with economy.

With its enlightening essence, sci- 
fi can also help to nurture talents, 
and spark the curiosity and passion 
of young minds for scientific explo­
ration, he added.

“We should fully utilize the power 
of science fiction — the most enrich­
ing, vivid, and imaginative part of 
popular science — to inspire, fore­
see, and provoke reflection on tech­
nological innovation,” he said.

organizing activities to collect 
money for rural fine arts education. 

When he was sketching at the 
village in 2015, he was surrounded 
by curious children who asked

By YANG YANG 

yangyangs@chinadaily.com.cn

A journalist interacts with a humanoid robot at the 2025 China 
Science Fiction Convention, which was held from Friday to Monday 
in Beijing, zou hong / china daily

uashuwa village, in 
Luoning county, Luo- 
yang, Henan province, 
has transformed from

an impoverished village deep in 
the mountains into a buzzing tour­
ist destination thanks to the tire­
less efforts of a ceramic artist.

Guo Aihe, a deputy to the 14th 
National People’s Congress, who is 
also a master of Chinese arts and 
crafts specializing in sancai, or tri­
colored glazed ceramic art, is the 
brain behind the metamorphosis. 

The story stems from Guo’s pas­
sion for sancai art. To him, painted 
ceramic art is not limited to three 
colors, but tiie whole gamut. 
Although Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
sancai came to be popular as a type 
of painted ceramic and thrived 
during the era, the art went rela­
tively unnoticed in the subsequent 
dynasties. But its existence was 
never in question.

At Luoyang Normal University, 
Guo chose to make a sancai glazed 
painting, which means applying 
the painted ceramic techniques to 
make a painting, his graduation 
project in 1986. It won applause 
from Ye Peng, then head of the uni­
versity, who encouraged him to 
continue with his creations and 
study the art form.

Since then, the 61-year-old start­
ed his now four-decade bond with 
the old art and created outstand­
ing artistic works, many of which 
have been displayed at art insti­
tutes at home and abroad. Howev­
er, this ambitious artist decided 
that personal accomplishments 
and milestones were not enough, 
he wanted to draw more people to 
this art.

In 2013, Guo chanced upon the 
mountain Tillage of Huashuwa 
during a trip, and was amazed by 
its breathtaking natural beauty. 
But economically backward, the 
village had neither tap water, elec­
tricity, nor good roads.

The village is only 62 kilometers 
from Neolithic Yangshao Site in 
Sanmenxia, Henan, dating back 
over 5,000 years, which had yield­
ed many pottery artifacts. It is also 
not for from Ru Kiln and Jun Kiln,

erature, film and television, gaming, 
derivatives, and cultural tourism. It 
delves into development trends and 
future trajectories of the Chinese 
sci-fi industry each year.

The report highlights the sci-fi 
reading sector’s steady growth from 
2017 to 2024, with a 10.7 percent 
year-on-year revenue increase in 
2024 totaling 3.51 billion yuan. Nota­
bly, tiie contribution of new sci-fi 
titles surged, while digital and audio 
works accelerated development.

In 2024, the sci-fi film and televi­
sion industry recorded a total reve­
nue of 6.71 billion yuan. Despite a 
dip in science fiction box-office 
earnings, micro-short films and 
short videos in the genre gained 
momentum, and the stature of sci-fi 
film festivals rose steadily.

The sci-fi gaming industry saw a 
total revenue of 71.81 billion yuan, 
with enhanced growth in computer 
and console-based games, and a
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questions about his painting 
board, brushes and pigment, 
which were strange to them.

“Looking into their eyes, I felt 
rural children yearned to appreci­
ate and comprehend beauty, but 
lacked effective means to do so,” 
says Guo.

“I know our country has put in a 
lot of hard work and efforts to alle­
viate extreme poverty, but I pon­
dered how I could help the 
villagers transcend emotional pov­
erty. Therefore, we initiated our 
efforts with children, focusing on 
their artistic education to guide 
them to discover, understand and 
pursue beauty, thereby nurturing a 
beautiful mind and establishing a 
solid foundation for life,” he adds. 

“I really love drawing because it 
makes me relaxed. Tilings that 
don’t occur in life can be captured 
by brushstrokes on paper,” says 
Shang Jiale, a middle school stu­
dent in Luoning.

A highlight of Guo’s effort is an 
annual art activity which invites 
100 artists a year to make creations 
at the village, donate their works at 
an auction, and offer tiie money for 
rural aesthetic education. All steps 
of the activity are completed in one 
day, showing the urgency of 
improving rural art education.

As of now, 650 artists have creat­
ed 813 works in the activities, 
donating over 2 million yuan 
($275,528) through sales.

“Before Guo’s arrival, we had a 
shortage of fine arts teachers. Even 
when one was appointed to work 
in our school, they left in a short 
time. We had no incentives for 
them to stay. (Though we have art 
lessons on the curriculum,) we 
didn’t even have the concept of aes­
thetic education,” says Li Wanjun, 
headmaster of a junior high school 
at Luoning.

“It was Guo who made us realize 
its importance. As a matter of feet, 
rural vitalization and all other 
aspects of life require an aesthetic 
perspective to discover and create,” 
Li adds.

II

marked improvement in game pro­
duction standards.

Additionally, the sci-fi derivatives 
industry saw a revenue of 2.53 bil­
lion yuan, marking an 11 percent 
year-on-year increase. The market 
displayed signs of recovery, with 
domestic original IPs taking the 
lead.

The sci-fi cultural tourism sector 
achieved 24.4 billion yuan in reve­
nue, with local theme park projects 
gaining a larger revenue share from 
the previous year. Sci-fi stage plays 
and scripts are transitioning 
toward refined content and elevat­
ed operations.

According to tiie report, the Chi­
nese sci-fi industry is entering a 
pivotal phase characterized by for­
mat integration and innovation- 
driven growth, solidifying its 
position as a key player in the glob­
al sci-fi landscape.

With technological advance-

both prominent kilns during the 
Song Dynasty (960-1279). There­
fore, Guo believed the place was 
the cradle of ceramic art and want­
ed to reshape it with this cultural 
feature.

And there the idea of building a 
ceramic art village was bom. Two 
years later, he signed an agreement 
with the local government to reno­
vate this tillage with his artist’s eyes. 

“It was a natural space covering 
3,000 mu (2 square kilometers). I 
wanted to integrate the charm of 
sancai art with the natural envi­
ronment,” he says.

His team collected a great num­
ber of ceramic vats from local peo­
ple of Luoning and made a giant 
art installation out of them. From a 
bird’s-eye view, tiie installation 
looked like a young woman, as if to 
say “ceramic is the daughter of the 
soil”

“As early as the Yangshao cultur­
al period (a Neolithic culture dat­
ing back 4,600 to 7,000 years), 
people made pottery vats for stor­
age and cooking. Now with the 
passage of time, they are no longer 
daily necessities for people. But in 
this village, they are now endowed 
with new life, becoming artistic 
works which are testimonies to 
history and also reviving memo­
ries,” says Guo.

The rest of the vats were also put 
to good use as they were turned 
into flowerpots, dust bins, guide­
posts and winding footpaths from 
where visitors can see well-spaced 
terraced fields and valleys in full 
bloom.

Artists also made glazed paint­
ings with sancai techniques and 
used them to decorate old houses, 
rammed-earth walls and tradition­
al cave dwellings, keeping the vil­
lage’s old-world vibe while adding 
new breath to it.

“We want to take the ground as 
the painting canvas, turn moun­
tains into parks and decorate the 
village by adding to its rustic 
charms. The village, after renova­
tion, retains its natural beauty and 
shows the beauty of sancai art,” he 
says.

Now, the village attracts more

/

Top: Guo guides students to visit the village in 2022. Left: He instructs Luoning students to sketch 
the village in 2022. photos by li an / for china daily Right: Being a deputy to the 14th National People’s 
Congress, Guo is seen at this year's two sessions in March, provided to china daily
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The four-day 2025 China Science 
Fiction Convention wrapped up on 
Monday in Beijing, where the China 
Science Fiction Research Center 
released the 2025 China Science Fic­
tion Industry Report.

In 2024, the industry raked in total 
revenue of 108.96 billion yuan ($15 
billion), showcasing notable capabil­
ities in science fiction literature, 
derivatives and cultural tourism.

Established in 2020 by the China 
Research Institute for Science Popu­
larization and tiie Chinese Science 
Writers Association, the China Sci­
ence Fiction Research Center focuses 
on policy consultation and academic 
research within the sci-fi industry. 
The China Science Fiction Industry 
Report is published annually.

The comprehensive report 
explores five core sectors — sci-fi lit-
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Grand Canal
stars in hit
TV show
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A rom-com that makes it worthwhile to spend an evening at home
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metallic massages.
After all, if not for Al, how 

could I concoct this compo so 
fast? Wait, what! Ignore that obvi­
ous computer malfunction dear 
reader!

Anyway, the days when we 
toiled day and night over wash­
boards, vacuum cleaners and 
chicken coops are distant memo­
ries. Now many of us have fuzzy 
tech washers, autonomous Room- 
bas reconnoitering our rugs and 
Eleme (Hungry?) apps leaving a 
baker’s dozen eggs outside our 
door.

= -

gets more fraught and star- 
crossed as time goes on.

But don’t fret, lovebirds, the 
intensity of their ardor has 45 epi­
sodes to work itself out. I hated 
the IQ-point shaving show Friends 
of a few moons ago.

Worry not, Mr Right is the anti- 
Friends antidote to sitcom medi­
ocrity. I truly recommend this 
captivating Chinese rom-com for 
its stellar dialogue, twists, turns, 
tears and titters.

A poster of the popular TV
series Northward.

Contact the writer at 
xufan@chinadaily.com.cn

Contact the writer at 
andrew@chinadaily.com.cn

look. Thought so!
The series is Mr Right (lianai 

xiansheng in Chinese) and stars a 
high-end dentist/relationship 
consultant Cheng Hao (Jin Dong) 
and hotel manager Luo Yue (Mag­
gie Jiang).

The very first scene has Luo 
bashing Cheng unconscious with 
a wine bottle after mistakenly 
thinking he was taking advantage 
of a tipsy swimmer. Turns out he 
was merely giving her CPR after 
she passed out, with ol’ sawbones 
ending up cooling his heels in the 
clink. And their romance only 

episodes, but each installment is 
simply called El, E2, etc, without 
reference to an S, so I’m safely 
guessing it ran weekly for more 
than 10 straight months, in that 
magical last full pre-pandemic 
year — an era perhaps not too 
unlike the near century of peace 
during the “Five Good Emperors” 
(96-180) in Rome.

Mind you, this series I found 
hypnotically and addictively must 
watch. Think Scylla the Sea Siren, 
seductively perched above the 
treacherous Aegean shoal. Go 
ahead, sailor Simon, try not to 

hsj

I found the apt antidote to 
brain-dead Friends on China TV. 

Nowadays, large 
language models,
cloud mega-stor-
age modalities,
humanoid handy­
helper homebound
robots and

A. Thomas advanced artificial 
intelligence tech 
like DeepSeek and 
ChatGPT afford us 
fingertip fealty,

split-second service and cradle- 
to-crypt digital deep-tissue 

several books and watch documen­
taries about the world’s longest 
artificial waterway.

Delving deeper into Xu’s canal­
centered novels, such as Stories of 
Beijing Western Suburbs and Jeru­
salem, Yao gained a profound 
understanding of how the canal — 
which stretches nearly 3,200 km 
and flows through 35 cities — 
serves as an economic and cultural 
artery for the country, influencing 
the livelihoods of numerous local 
residents.

Captivated by the spiritual core 
of Xu’s tales, which depict themes 
of homesickness and destiny, Yao, 
alongside major creators, includ­
ing screenwriter Zhao and chief 
producer Zhang Shuwei, took a 
road trip along the section of the 
canal in Jiangsu province. They 
collected firsthand information by 
interviewing nearly 100 boatmen

I
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loss of confidence. These experien­
ces inspired the character played 
by actor Hu Jun — a once-success- 
ful barge operator who faces a per­
sonal crisis after the decline of his 
water transportation business.

Zhang, the chief producer, tells 
China Daily that she also feels 
impressed by how boatmen take 
the boats as their “moving houses” 

“The core of their lives revolves 
around boats, and when they dis­
cuss buying a boat, the gravity is akin 
to how we city dwellers talk about 
buying an apartment,” says Zhang.

During their survey journey 
through cities such as Huai’an and 
Yangzhou, Zhao recalls meeting 
young people who had graduated 
from foreign colleges and 
returned to their hometowns to 
start small businesses, such as 
opening bookstores.

“We heard many interesting

%
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who live and work on barges.
“The journey took around half a 

month. Many boatmen’s families, 
consisting of parents and one or 
two children, live, sleep, and enter­
tain themselves on their boats. 
They rarely go ashore, unless they 
need to purchase daily necessities 
from supermarkets,” Yao recalls.

However, what has touched Yao 
the most is the boatmen who had 
to leave the water due to the fishing 
ban in certain sections to protect 
the local ecosystem. “On the boat, 
they are like fish in water. But 
when they are relocated to life on 
land, you can sense their deep 
sense of loss, even though their 
new life is more comfortable and 
stable,” Yao remarks.

Having to leave the environment 
they know best due to societal 
changes, many boatmen struggle 
with feelings of uselessness and a

ore than 700 years 
ago, Italian merchant 
and explorer Marco 
Polo trekked to China,

leaving a deep impression of the 
Grand Canal — the country’s major 
waterway artery — and providing 
the detailed portrayal in the 
famous book, 77ze Travels of Marco 
Polo, that stirred Europeans’ curi­
osity about the Eastern world.

This also became the inspiration 
for writer Xu Zechen’s best-selling 
novel Northward, which won the 
10th Mao Dun Literature Award 
thanks to its epic recounting of the 
canal and riverside people over a 
turbulent span of more than one 
century.

In the novel, an Italian explorer 
who regards Polo as his idol ven­
tures to China during the late Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911) to search for 
his missing younger brother, 
embarking on a fate-intertwining 
journey with several Chinese indi­
viduals. Narrated in two parallel 
lines that switch between ancient 
and modem times, the skillfully 
structured tale also recounts the 
stories of their descendants.

For director Yao Xiaofeng, a 
native of Jiangsu province—where 
687 kilometers of the canal flow 
through eight cities — the novel 
captivated him in 2018. The veter­
an had previously spent years 
searching for a proper story about 
the water and people residing 
along its banks.

With award-winning scriptwrit­
er Zhao Dongling on board to pen 
the tale, the novel was adapted into 
a 38-episode, eponymous TV series 
that began airing on China Central 
Television’s CCTV-1 and streaming 
site iQiyi earlier last month.

Starring actress Bai Lu and actor 
Ou Hao, the series — which is set 
between 2000 and 2014 — has 
attracted audiences, as evidenced 
by its related topics gamering 2.26 
billion views on the social platform 
Weibo.

Centering on six neighboring 
families residing near one section 
of the canal in Huai’an, Jiangsu 
province, the drama chronicles 
their ups and downs, following 
their children as they move to Bei­
jing to seek education or startup 
opportunities, riding the wave of 
the country’s unprecedented 
internet business expansion.

“It’s like a destined encounter 
that led me to helm this drama. 
The canal was part of my child­
hood memories. I was a self-taught 
swimmer, and many of the mis­
chievous acts by the children in the 
drama are inspired by my own 
experiences,” Yao told China Daily 
during a telephone interview.

In 2014, the Grand Canal was 
inscribed on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List, inspiring Yao to read

The upside of all this laborsav­
ing tech is we now somehow have 
more time to watch high-quality 
TV, and less time to communicate 
with loved ones. Mayhap that’s 
why tech drives many of us to 
rom-com series, to overcompen­
sate for psycho-spiritual deficien­
cies in our interpersonal lives and 
skills.

So I recently discovered a genu­
ine gem of a rom-com show that 
was shot mainly in Beijing in 2017 
and began airing the following 
year.

There are a whoppingly large 45 
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stories and incorporated some of 
their elements into the drama,” 
Zhang adds.

The series’ major scenes are set 
in Huajie (Flower Street), a river­
side community home to 18 char­
acters from six families. To find the 
perfect filming location, the crew 
surveyed multiple sites before 
selecting Bacheng Old Street in 
Kunshan — a 200-meter-long, nar­
row street lined with densely 
packed, gray-tiled houses.

“Although filming on a sound­
stage makes it easier to control 
lighting and the surrounding envi­
ronment — such as avoiding 
onlookers — we chose to embrace 
the challenges of shooting on loca­
tion and built the characters’ homes 
directly on the street,” says Zhang.

This also makes the filming feel 
more authentic, and full of every­
day life. In some long takes, the 
scenes capture lively children joy­
fully running from their own court­
yards to their neighbors’, a bustling 
wonton stall opening for breakfast 
and residents sitting on small 
stools, enjoying their morning 
meals.

Interestingly, the construction 
work was kept on to ensure that 
the props and room decorations 
updated according to economic 
and societal development of the 
times, especially as local families’ 
lives improved following the 
canal’s successful bid for UNES­
CO’s list, which has boosted local 
tourism and cultural businesses, 
according to Zhang.

The drama also explores the 
theme of root-seeking, according 
to the director.

Ma Siyi, one of six children living 
in Huajie, is a descendant of the 
Italian explorer’s brother and his 
Chinese wife. After years of strug­
gling with her appearance and 
background, she embarks on a jour­
ney to Italy in one episode to trace 
her roots. Raised by her Chinese 
grandmother after losing her 
father at a young age, her story 
highlights the quest for identity.

Similarly, in the final episodes, 
her five close friends, who mostly 
move to Beijing after growing up, 
return to their hometown, symbol­
izing their own journeys to recon­
nect with their roots.

“It has been a timeless literary 
theme revolving around “who I am’ 
and “where I come from’. Until the 
end of the drama, the audience will 
see how all the characters’ fates are 
bound to their ancestors from over 
100 years ago,” says Yao.

“Personally, this is the most cap­
tivating part of the tale and the rea­
son it has drawn me to adapt it into 
a TV drama,” he adds.
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Adapted from prize winning novel, 
series zooms in on those whose lives 

are influenced by the legendary 
waterway, Xu Fan reports.
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Top left: Northward features actor Ou Hao as an ambitious man leaving his hometown to pursue his dreams in Beijing. Top right: A 
still image features actress Bai Lu as a determined woman pursuing her startup business. Middle: All the main characters reside in a 
neighborhood in Huajie (Flower Street) along the bank of a section of the Grand Canal. Above left: The two protagonists celebrate the 
successful inscription of the canal on UNESCO’s World Heritage List. Above right: A barge operator and his wife, the parents of Ou’s 
character, have dinner at home, photos provided to china daily
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