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A new generation of Chinese is stepping off 
the beaten path to protect deserts, birds 

and biodiversity — turning environmental 
ideals into everyday action
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From above. Zhong un (cf!) 
te¥*guein<c<rtotrg 

desertification in Vircm. Ganu. 
prwnce. voxrtwrs Mie nto lhe 
desert ri Mmqm on Aon! 22

Of course these choices come 
with challenges. There was a tot 
of financial pressure.’ Zhong said 
Vy parents ddn't urd€*sta"d. 

and my friends thought I was 
being sly."

The worx itself rs tough. too 
Arter a sanest o<m in March only 
a few dozen </ the 50C newty 
planted sax^J trees Survived. 

However Zhong rs no quitter 
In 2022 he started a social mecte 
account showing short videos c* 
hs daily plantingwork The ac­
count drew a lot of attenton 

Hk biggest breakthrough 
came last year when heap 
peared on the secend seastn 
of the realty show Become a 
F.xmec panting trees rJcrgsce 
celebrities. Sere then, plant­
ing trees n Mnqm has Dec cme 
popular among young people, 
sttracting marry voUnteers 
Zl«ng even built steel-framed 
houses for the volunteers which 
liave snee evoked into a "desert 
home base"

Li Yanyan. 20. of Xiar igtan. 
Huhti province is also a deer 

She ts studying wildlife and 
nature reserve management 
at Beqng Forestry University 
and ts head of the school s 
environmental club, and in 
September discovered tnat 
the glass buikkngs on campus

posed a fatal threat to birds 
This discovery led her to 

connect with broader efforts 
to tackle t^e ssue. including 
the Chna National Anti Bird 
Collision Network, with tens of 
thousands of participants 

Li Quickly gathered data 
from the previous three years, 
analyzed it and submitted a 
proposal to the university presi­
dent. She then began advocat 
irg fee anti collision wmdorw 
decals across camcus 

By tust December nearly 1200 
square feet of jztess corridors ”aa 
been •noerfied. In Apr i site and 
her team continued their work 
exparxmg lhe project to riore 
campus areas 

He* efforts iiave also inspired 
similar actions at other u’'rversi • 
Les. inctoding Peking Unrversity 
and Sun ‘fat sen Unrversity in 
Guangdaqg province. 

■Protectng biodiversity isn't 
just the responsiaMy of a lew 
professonalsZ she said it s 
somethng everyone should 
integrate into their daily lives.’ 

Joining Li in this mission is 
Sheng Tlancheng who rs study 
mg finance a! the same urn 
vers ty Arthough his academic 
background is not directly re­
lated. Sheng «s an experienced 
wildlife conservationist

__________

IP-'
Above: Sheng Tiancheng 
obsenw and ptc<Dgraph6 
migratory beds in ‘urcheig 
Jiangsu provnee Right wiidite 
mages captured by Shcrg 
twturmg various species 
PHOTOS fWCMiX I> TO CMWA OM1.Y

Standing on a sand dire in 
Minain county. Gansu provnee. 
Zhong In. 27. ga/rd nto the 
dsta°ce at rows of newly planted 
saxxJ sapings 

"Turning a desert rto an oasis 
mght not be very realistic, but 
we can certawily protect the 
exist ng oases" he said 

in 20212hong re turned to h*s 
hcmctoAn from I anzhou. the 
provincial capital. to start a tree­
planting business Sncc then he 
las beerzne a key figure n kxal 
rrtorts to combat desert* 1 cation 

‘-ss inspiration came trom 
Mincin s long history of battling 
encroaching sands. 

"My hometown has bom 
fighting desertification since 
the Mmg 0368 1644) and Qing 
(1644-1911) cynastles making 
it one of the eartest paces n 
CNna to do so.* he said. "Today 
it's up to us young people to 
take up the baton." 

Zhong's path reflects a broad 
er trend among young people 
who are breakng away from 
traditional career expectatons 
Instead of takrg jobs in big cities 
some are heading to deserts, 
wetlands and rir.il areas. turrmg 
environr’e’tar protection into 
both a mission and a hVihood
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CULTURES ANO 
VERY DIFFERENT 
PLACES. THERE 

ARE SOME 
SIMILARITIES’

Ar
Above Sherg Turcheng crgenser. Hrd-«nlchng activates far pr mary art 
secondary school students Below:  Yanyan. another wittite conservation st 
observes birds w.th her learn.

%

,,

MESSAGE OF 
THE FILM IS 

THAT, IN FACT. 
EVEN IF WE ARE 
COMING FROM

r-

He began brd-watcbng 
when he was 12 and has since 
become a wddMe photographer, 
capt-mg mages ct sparrows 
in city parks, moratory birds at 
reservoirs and animals resting in 
forests. Hrs wor k documenting 
the skywalker hcolock gibbcn 
(.HcxitocA l/anxuig) even earned 
him a nat cnar photography 
award. 

‘Through my camera more 
people can appreciate ttie 
beauty of wikfcfo." he sac ‘That 
sense ci wonder can spark lore 
and compassion and ultmately 
racse awareness about protect­
ing the natural world" 

Sheng is also a natixe educa­
tor Each year he organizes coz 
ens of bird-watching activities, 
mainly for primary and second 
ary school students. 

In Xshuangbanna Yunnan 
prownoe. he created a bird- 
watchng camp m which he 
Invites experts of the Chntse 
Academy of Sciences to lead 
lessons and incorporate biodi 
vers'ty knowledge into rterac 
tive games.

Sheng said that even m a 
“concrete lungte." humans and 
wHdhfe breathe the same a»r. 
so protecting nature Is not a 
choree but a survival skill we ah 
need Io learn

Nature protection and wildlife 
conservation may be relatively 
niche fields, but young people 
such as Zhong Li and Sheng 
are dedicated and driven by the 
belief that Me is not a one-way 
street, and that their efforts are 
yielding results 

More than 800.000 trees 
have bee- plantec this year. 
cevmif^{ about 330 acres ci 
lane targeted for desertif catron 
control. Zhong san 

Last year more than 7.000 
volunteers took part iri the 
initiative ard so far tNs year 
there have aheady been 34.030 
volunteer vsits Harf of these 
volunteers are university stu­
dents and young people aged 
20 to 35. coming from various 
professions and regions 

Nan Xi, 27. an art teacher from 
Gansu province, jcmec the tree 
planting base and brightened 
the surroundings by paint ng 
murals on the stcei-framed 
buildings She a-so took on 
organizational duties and often 
serves as the first person to wel 
ccmr new volunteers She even 
brought in her parents to help 
w th cooking which has greatly 
improved meals for everyone at 
the base.

communcaton' 
The documen­

tary also tells the 
stones of present- 
day people to 
peope exchanges

VERY DIFFERENT between China 
and the U&

mere for the Wm on April 30. 
’The iridertyirtg message of 

the f Im is that r. fact, even it 
wr are cornrig from very differ 
en< ct/tures anc very different 
places, there are some smiiari 
ties.’ Einreirhoter said. 

Pipy pong defomacy 
unfolded arouno the time 
that Einreinbofer was in high 
school, anc he could remem 
ber fcttle about it. So Eirren- 
hc/er started researching ano 
resized "taw profound that 
moment in history was” 

’I discovered taw power 
Uitcanbewhencofegeand 
unvmity students from Chir.i 
and the US visit each other s 
countries. They can piny a real 

»y important ro*e n 
helping both udes 
better understanc 
one another and

The group of 
nne U.S table 
tennis players 
embarked cn a miesto-e 
journey to Chria. belong 
break toe ce between Beijing 
and Washington and lay­
ing the grcundwork for the 
eventua establishment of 
ddomatic reaticns 

Rrig pcrig diplomacy 
Was the start rg point for a 
back-channel way tl ut two 
countries W:h profound drf 
frrerxxts coufc find some way 
to communicate, some way to 
talk cuts.de of the glare of the 
mwia Enremtafersaid 

Ttie- documentary 
streamed on toe PubHc 
Droaeca.%!irig Service in the 
US in May. and the New fo’-k 
Tiirri Academy hosted a pre 

and China that 
continues today " 

Einremhofer, 
a three time 
Emmy Award 
winding producer 
documented the 
period n his new 
f rn you.' Serve 
or Mme. The 
encounter led 
towhat became 
known as png

In 1971 the American table 
tenrvs player Glenn Cowan 
barced the wrong bus cunng 
the wertd championships in 
Nagoya. Japan He missed toe 
U.S. team s bus arid gut cn the 
next cne. only to find himself 
on the Chinese team s bus 

On the bus a Chinese player 
Zhuang Zedong, saw tfie unfa 
rvliar American stepped tor 
ward a'*d ritreduced hmself. 

“They didn't speak each 
other s languages. tut some­
how they were able to com 
nun cate because tfiey tried " 
the fWn producer Ehl Eimein 
holer said. "And their picture 
was taken anc 
traveled around 
the wedd They 
started a dialogue 

BILL ElNREINHOFER. 
FlUWOCUClR

Rnc-mneRe
man. one of the 
characters In the 
documentary Mvo 
was a Schwarz 
man Scholar 
Tsiqgtaa Uni 
versify in Beyrg 
<12018 and isa 

{^acuate or NYU Shangha 
said ’Ro rtsafy great to see that 
there's still a tot of effort and 
deske in wrrkng on people to 
people relators > thnk it r&aty 
resonated wXh some ct the 
messaging, stil trying to find 
ways to t-Tk. to rrLitr and to be 
interested tn ditfere'-t c Jltres 
and in tech other" 

rre docume,’tary high 
lights the power of pcopte to 
people connectons. the kind 
that continue today through 
e«c nanges o* students 
educators and professionals 
across all talds.* said Joy Zhu. 
executive vice president for 
the China region at the New 
York Film Academy

Documentary 
revisits ping-pong 
days of 1971
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Pace of trade in services picks up
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Collaboration between U.S.

and China seen as vital

for international supply
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B 4

jig

■

Businesses that rely on goods 
made in the U.S. and in China 
are seeing blockages in global 
supply chains open up after the 
world’s two largest economies 
agreed to a truce in the sim­
mering trade war. 

The global shipping and 
logistics company Maersk said 
ocean freight volumes from 
China to the U.S. had risen sig­
nificantly after initial changes to 
tariffs last month following talks 
in Geneva. In April Maersk's 
freight bookings from China 
to the U.S. had fallen 40%, the 
company said.

The rise in freight would prob­
ably "add pressure to U.S. West 
Coast terminals, particularly 
Los Angeles, Long Beach and 
inland networks, as more cargo 
moves through key gateways in 
the weeks ahead”, Maersk said. 

The ini
the U.S j 

from North American and 
Asian manufacturers fell in April 
after an initial rush to stockpile 
goods, according to the GEP 
Global Supply Chain Volatility 
Index.

"The pause on tariffs is a 
major relief for manufacturers 
in both the U.S. and China,” said 
John Piatek, vice-president of 
consulting for GEP.

The two countries held the 
first meeting of the China-U.S. 
economic and trade consulta­
tion mechanism in London 
earlier this month, agreeing in 

principle on implementing the 
important consensus reached 
by the two heads of state dur­
ing a phone call on June 5 and 
the framework of measures to 
consolidate the outcomes of 
the economic and trade talks 
held in Geneva last month.

The combined economies of 
the U.S. and China account for 
43% of global GDP and nearly

Ironing out trade issues is vital 
not just for the two countries 
but for international business 
as a whole.

While the U.S. leads the way 
in supplying advanced technol­
ogy, China relies on some U.S. 
components for its automo­
biles, electronics and technol­
ogy products.

Other top U.S. exports 
include aircraft, appliances, 
food and beverages, miner­
als, nuclear reactors, oils and 
spacecraft. About 930,000 
U.S. jobs depend on exports to

the first time.
"We aim to present the lat­

est archaeological discoveries

riven by burgeon­
ing inbound tourism 
and robust growth in 

knowledge-intensive ser­
vices, China's trade in ser­
vices expanded strongly in 
the first four months of the 
year, underscoring the coun­
try's efforts to promote new 
growth drivers, analysts say. 

China is committed to 
opening its door even wider 
and improving its global com­
petitiveness amid uncertain­
ties in international trade, 
they said.

From January to April Chi­
na's trade in services con­
tinued to grow, the total val­
ue of imports and exports 
being 2.63 trillion yuan 
($366 billion), 8.2% more 
than in the corresponding 
period last year, the Ministry 

For Sean O'Harrow, presi­
dent of the Bowers Museum 
in Santa Ana, California, the 
return of the Terracotta War­
riors is more than a curatorial 
milestone — it is the continua­
tion of a deeply personal jour­
ney that began in his youth. 

Guided by his father, a 
scholar of Chinese and Viet­
namese philology, O’Harrow 
first visited Xi’an in Shaanxi 
province as a teenager, an 
experience that left a lasting 
impression.

"My father said that an 
educated person must know 
about Chinese history, and 
to know China, one must 
visit Xi’an and Shaanxi prov­
ince,” O’Harrow said. “We 
visited Xi’an for the first time 
many, many years ago, and 
it made me understand the 
importance and scale of 
Chinese history. Everything I 
saw blew my mind. It was an 
unforgettable experience that 
changed my life forever”. 

Decades later, O’Harrow 
now proudly welcomes the 
Terracotta Warriors to the 
Bowers Museum for a third 
time. The museum previously 
hosted the artifacts in 2008 
and 2011. But this year's exhi­
bition, World of the Terracotta 
Warriors: New Archaeological 
Discoveries in Shaanxi in the 
21st Century, goes far beyond 
previous displays by tracing 
the origins of Chinese civiliza­
tion and offering North Ameri­
can audiences a window into 
over 2,000 years of history. 

The exhibition, which 
opened on May 24 and runs 
through October 19, marks 
the 50th anniversary of the 
discovery of the Terracotta 
Warriors, widely regarded as 
one of the greatest archaeo­
logical finds of the 20th cen­
tury. It features more than
110 newly excavated artifacts 
from across Shaanxi prov- 

A cargo ship carrying foreign trade containers heads out of the port of Qingdao in Shandong province, on May 12. 

YU FANGPING / FOR CHINA DAILY

it could take years, billions of 
dollars, and depend on estab­
lishing many new supply chains 
outside of China.

The impact of the trade war 
in the US and abroad is being 
closely watched by economists. 

Last month U.S. retail sales 
fell by the biggest volume 
recorded since March 2023, the 
U.S. Census Bureau says. Many 
consumers pulled back on 
spending after shopping ahead 
to avoid potentially higher 
prices because of tariffs. 

-BELINDA ROBINSON

both travel and shopping. 
China has reduced the 

minimum purchase threshold 
for tax refunds to 200 yuan 
from 500 yuan as part of its 
broader efforts to strengthen 
the clout of its consumer 
market and, thereby, cement 
its position in global supply 
chains, he said.

“This will compel other 
countries and global com­
panies to carefully weigh the 
costs of decoupling from 
China against the dividends 
of engaging with the Chinese 
market.”

Meng Pu, chairman of the 
technology company Qual­
comm China, said: “Amid 
China’s fast-growing trade 
in services, we not only see 
greater efficiency and inno­
vative applications brought 

of Commerce said. 
China's trade in knowl­

edge-intensive services 
grew steadily during this 
period, with the total value 
of imports and exports being 
over 1 trillion yuan, 5.5% 
more than in the correspond­
ing period last year, the min­
istry said.

The value of travel services 
exports rose 79.9% com­
pared to the first four months 
of last year, the fastest 
growth among all subsectors, 
it said.

The surge in travel services 
is largely attributed to China’s 
visa-free policies. By the mid­
dle of this month China had 
unilaterally granted visa-free 
entry to 43 countries, signed 
mutual visa exemption agree­
ments with 29 countries and 

from Shaanxi and explore 
how the Qin Empire was 
formed,” said Jiao Tianlong, 
chief curator of the Bowers 
Museum. “This collection 
offers fresh insights into how 
the Qin unified China and the 
ancient civilizations that pre­
ceded it.”

The immersive journey 
begins with relics from Shi- 
mao, one of the earliest known 
fortified cities in China, dat­
ing back to about 2300 B.C. 
From there visitors are guided 
through the Shang (c.l6th-llth 
century B.C) and Zhou (c.llth 
century-256 B.C.) dynasties, 
leading up to the Qin Dynasty 
(221-206 B.C.) and the life- 
sized Terracotta Warriors that 
famously guarded the tomb of 
Emperor Qinshihuang after he 
died in 210 B.C.

In addition to the iconic 
warriors, the exhibition show­
cases exquisitely crafted 
chariots, ceremonial jade and 
gold ornaments, ritual bronze 
vessels and ornate fittings 
from royal tombs. 

The exhibition also stands 
out for its use of modern 
technology. Through interac­
tive digital elements, visitors 
can engage with the artifacts 
in new ways, including a paint­
ing station that allows them 
to color Terracotta Warriors 
using traditional palettes 
once used on the original 
figures.

Anne Shih, chairwoman of 
the Bowers Museum Board of 
Governors, said the exhibition 
is the fulfillment of a long- 
awaited dream. “We hope 
this will foster even closer ties 
between the people of China 
and the U.S. This exhibition is 
a powerful bridge for cultural 
exchange and mutual under­
standing.”

The exhibition is jointly 
organized by the Bowers 
Museum and Emperor Qin- 

“The pause on 
tariffs is a major 

relief for 
manufacturers in 
both the U.S. and

China.”
JOHN PIATEK

J

the Shaanxi Provincial Cultur­
al Heritage Administration. 

- RENA LI
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offered 240-hour visa-free 
transit to travelers from 55 
countries. These measures 
have fostered a more condu­
cive climate for foreign tour­
ists coming to China, experts 
said.

"China's willingness to 
invite the world demonstrates 
the country's commitment 
to expanding openness,” said 
Chen Jianwei, a researcher 
at the Academy of China 
Open Economy Studies of the 
University of International 
Business and Economics in 
Beijing.

In addition, the country 
recently upgraded its instant 
tax refund system for for­
eign visitors, which, coupled 
with its improved payment 
services, makes China an 
appealing destination for 

China, the U.S.-China Business 
Council says.

Tom Fullerton, an economist 
and professor at the University 
of Texas at El Paso, said U.S. 
tariffs on imports of steel, alu­
minum, automobiles and auto 
parts are problematic especial­
ly for key trading partners such 
as China, Mexico and Canada. 

This is because the U.S. “does 
not make enough of those 
items to satisfy total demand 
forthose productsand imports 
make up the difference”. 

The 90-day pause on 
so-called reciprocal tariffs 
imposed on April 2 is set to 
expire next month.

Fullerton warns that going 
back to the "reciprocal tariffs” 
rates could cause a blowback 
to U.S. businesses or stagfla­
tion.

The global supply chain is 
also heavily reliant on Chinese 
companies for building ships 
and making ceramics and 
textiles because China is the 
world’s biggest exporter of 
these products, says the Inter­
national Trade Center, a United 
Nations-backed agency that 
focuses on open trade.
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OLD WARRIORS 
PUT BEST FOOT 
FORWARD AGAIN

to1

by technology, but also the 
tremendous potential for 
win-win cooperation. Tech­
nology can only unleash its 
maximum value within an 
open and collaborative eco­
system.”

Zhao Jinping, vice-presi­
dent of the China Association 
of Trade in Services, said that 
China needs to tap into its 
trade in services as a means 
of buffering potential head­
winds.

China will push for the 
high-standard opening-up 
of its services trade by align­
ing with international high- 
standard economic and trade 
rules, and go ahead with the 
implementation of the nega­
tive list for cross-border trade 
in services, he said.

-WANG KEJU

Yi
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Visitors look at 
a bronze chariot 
and horses at the 
Worldofthe 
Terracotta 
Warriors
exhibition at the 
Bowers Museum 

_ in Santa Ana, 
’ California, on

May 23. RENA LI/ 
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A view of two green building projects in Nanjing, Jiangsu province, wang luxian / for china daily

Leading a green life makes
absolute sense on all levels

A

Mindful citizens get with the low-carbon program
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Low-carbon living has be­
come a habit for Wei Ying, 36, 
of Wuhan, Hubei province, but 
she was surprised when her 
lifestyle choices such as riding 
rental bicycles and recycling 
her trash contributed to a 
reduction in a bank loan. 

On April 28 she offset 90 
yuan ($12) from her monthly 
mortgage payment with 
45,000 grams of carbon 
credits, making her the first 
resident in Wuhan to do so. 

She earned the credits via 
Wutanjianghu, a mini program 
within the social media app 
WeChat, launched in June 

the mini program makes me 
feel that my actions have tan­
gible value because it records 
and quantifies my low-carbon 
activities."

The mini program encour­
ages people to do more low- 
carbon things such as switch­
ing off lights when leaving an 
empty room or using public 
transport, by tracking these 
activities within the phone, 
connecting with other apps 
and sharing data, and then 
giving points or carbon credits 
for these actions. The points 
can be cashed in for various 
prizes or products and can

©2025 CHINA DAILY 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

have collectively led to a 
reduction of about 265,300 
short tons in carbon dioxide 
emissions, said Shanxi Green 
Trading Center Co., the opera­
tor of the mini program. The 
center, which Shanxi province 
established 13 years ago, su­
pervises carbon trading in the 
province.

Liu Zelong, director of the 
center, said it continues to 
face challenges in promoting 
the mini program. 

"It aims to instill in citi­
zens the concept of green 
travel and green consumption 
because many people didn’t 

r» I 
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s China pursues its 
dual-carbon goals and 
as people become more 

conscious of the importance of 
environmental sustainability, 
the green building industry is 
poised for significant growth. 

Dual carbon goals refers to 
the country's targets of peak­
ing carbon dioxide emissions 
before 2030 and achieving 
carbon neutrality before 2060. 

Green building means a 
building that conserves re­
sources to the utmost — such 
as energy, land, water and ma­
terials — protects the environ­
ment and reduces pollution. 

Behind the rise of green 
building, more and more 
people are pursuing a greener 
lifestyle, with practices such 
as using their own mugs or 
bottles when buying coffee.

Moreover, cafes and restau­
rants following the principle 
of leadership in energy and en­
vironmental design, or LEED, 
are becoming highly popular 
as shoppers pay special atten­
tion to whether stores identify 
as adopting LEED practices. 

The LEED rating system, 
devised by the United States 
Green Building Council, as­
sesses the degree to which 
a building is environmentally 
friendly, uses energy-efficient 
equipment, renewable ener­
gies or other technologies that 
reduce the negative impacts of

in Xiamen, Fujian province, 
in Tianjin and in Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang province. The outlets 
are greener in terms of design 
and construction.

Based on the degree to 
which buildings meet certain 
criteria in categories such as 
energy efficiency, water con­
servation and indoor environ­
mental quality, there are four 
levels of LEED certification: 
certified (40-49 points), silver 
(50-59 points), gold (60-79 
points) and platinum (80+ 
points).

Luckin was also the first Chi­
nese coffee brand to acquire 
LEED platinum-level certifica­
tion. Its 20,000th outlet, in 
Beijing's Zhongguancun, was 
built according to LEED plat­
inum-level standards during 
the design and construction 
stages and acquired certifica­
tion last year.

With intelligent energy 
monitoring and energy-saving 
equipment, the outlet's energy 
efficiency has been signifi­
cantly improved, and energy 
conservation and emissions 
reductions have been pro­
moted. With the help of a fresh 
air system and intelligent LED 
lighting, consumers can have 
a more comfortable shopping 
experience in the store. 

McDonald's China owns 
the largest number of LEED- 
certified projects globally.

yuan provided by the Shanxi 
Provincial Department of Ecol­
ogy and Environment, the cen­
ter also introduced incentives 
to promote the program. The 
carbon credits earned through 
the mini program can be 
exchanged for prizes includ­
ing prepaid supermarket gift 
cards and drinks, Liu said. 

The platform has attracted 
businesses including baker­
ies, travel companies, coffee 
stores and grain producers 
that donate prizes, and last 
year the number of its users 
rose by 2.4 million, Liu said. 

- ZHOU LIHUA .ZHUXINGXIN 

AND HOU LIQIANG

buildings on the environment. 
In Middle Urumqi Road in 

Shanghai's Jing'an district, 
there is the world’s first LEED 
Zero Energy pharmacy. It 
stores certain drugs in re­
frigerators, keeping them 
at a constant temperature 
and humidity. The refrigera­
tors are energy-saving and 
use environmentally friendly 
refrigerant.

“In terms of daily routine 
work, we adopt a series of on­
line internal and external office 
systems to reduce the gen­
eration of paper waste,” said 
Yang Ge, senior vice-president 
of Cowell Health, the parent 
company of Cowell — the 
LEED Zero Energy pharmacy. 

“Not only in our stores, but 
also in our office and logistics 
systems, we have gradu­
ally achieved paperless and 
electronic documentation, as 
well as the use of recyclable 
turnover boxes. In addition, 
for unavoidable waste such as 
pharmaceutical packaging, we 
conduct detailed classification 
and collection in accordance 
with LEED requirements to 
better realize the resource 
utilization of garbage." 

Many food and beverage 
companies are now scal­
ing up their green building 
efforts. The Chinese coffee 
chain Luckin Coffee owns 
three LEED gold-level outlets,
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the guidance of the Wuhan 
Ecology and Environment 
Bureau. It aims to encourage 
locals to adopt low-carbon 
lifestyles.

As China moves ahead with 
its climate targets of peak­
ing carbon dioxide emissions 
before 2030 and achieving 
carbon neutrality before 2060, 
the mini program provides 
a microcosm for how local 
authorities are moving to en­
courage people to help reach 
these goals.

Wei started to use the mini 
program in 2023. “I already led 
a low-carbon and environmen­
tally friendly lifestyle then, but

even be used to lower bills. 
The mini program has 1.6 

million users, said Liu Shu, 
chairman of Wuhan Carbon 
Inclusion Management Co. 
Emissions reductions record­
ed on the mini program have 
gone beyond 33,000 short 
tons, he said.

A similar mini program 
named Sanjin Green Living, 
launched in September 2022 
in Shanxi province, has also 
been a success.

Since going live, the mini 
program has engaged more 
than 7.3 million users, and 
their low-carbon activities

With express delivery 
ubiquitous in China, public 
and private sectors are tak­
ing steps to reduce packag­
ing waste and forge a more 
sustainable path.

The 174.5 billion deliveries 
in the country last year were 
the most for any country for 
the 11th straight year, and 
21% more than in 2023. 

In 2022 alone about 9.92 
billion packaging boxes and 
about 55.71 billion feet of 
tape were used by China’s 
express delivery industry, 
the State Post Bureau says. 

This has raised growing 
concerns about the envi­
ronmental impact of pack­
aging waste and excessive 
material consumption.

The State Council has 
called on express delivery 
companies to promote 
greener, reduced and 
reusable express pack­
aging from June 1. This 
requirement stresses that 
environmentally friendly, 
biodegradable and reusable 
materials should be used in 
express delivery packaging. 

In recent years express 
delivery companies in China 
and postal authorities have 
endeavored to reduce ma­
terial use, recycle packag­
ing materials and develop 
degradable materials. 

Express delivery com­
panies typically repackage 
goods using their own 
branded boxes, but more 
recently some shipments 
have been made using 
original boxes to save on 
excess packaging.

Gao Jiaqi, in charge of JDL 
Express' intelligent logistics 
park in Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
province, said direct ship­
ments are becoming more 
commonplace.

"When goods arrive at 
our warehouses from the 
manufacturers, we ship 
them directly to consumers 
without any repackaging," 
Gao said. JDL is the logis­
tics branch of the e-com- 
merce company JD. 

In total, direct shipment 
helped JDL reduce the 
number of repackaged 
items by 1 billion last year. 

ZTO Express, another 
express delivery company, 
has been promoting the 
same practice. “All ware­
houses give priority to 
shipping goods in their 
original packaging from 
merchants,” said Xu Yong- 
gui, head of the marketing 
and branding department 
of ZTO Cloud Warehouse 
Supply Technology.

Despite more efficient 
material use, single-use 
packaging still generates 
a significant amount of 
waste. To extend the life 
cycle of boxes, express de­
livery companies and postal 
services have introduced 
reusable circulation boxes. 

Reusable plastic boxes 
are circulating in logistics 
stations of JDL Express, 
SF Express and Deppon 
Express for inter-station 
transportation, avoiding 
single-use packaging.

- LI SHANGYI
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Over 3,600 outlets in China 
are LEED certified, accounting 
for more than half of its total 
in the country, covering 29 
provincial-level regions in the 
Chinese mainland.

“With McDonald’s China's 
large scale and rapid pace of 
expansion, we have developed 
a standardized and replicable 
LEED certification prototype, 
enabling 100% of our new 
restaurants to achieve LEED 
certification standard and 
continuously lead in green 
restaurant development,” said 
Doni Ma, vice-president of 
McDonald’s China National 
Construction, Design, Equip­
ment and Facility.

The U.S. Green Building 
Council said that the Chinese 
mainland once again ranked 
first in the world on its annual 
list of top 10 countries and re­
gions for LEED last year. It was 
the ninth year in a row that the 
Chinese mainland has topped 
the list.

The ranking highlights coun­
tries and regions outside the 
U.S. making significant strides 
in healthy, sustainable build­
ing design, construction and 
operations. Last year 1,860 
LEED green building projects, 
representing more than 269 
million square feet of space, 
were LEED-certified in the 
Chinese mainland.

- ZHENG YIRAN
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he 2025 Grand Canal 
Cultural Belt Beijing-
Hangzhou Dialogue 

opened at the Grand Canal 
Museum of Beijing in Tong- 
zhou district on May 29. It 
showcased the achievements 
in the construction of the 
Grand Canal cultural belt in 
recent years, as well as the ef­
forts of cities along the canal 
to enhance their cultural sig­
nificance through innovative 
approaches.

This year's event debuted 
the “Beijing-Hangzhou Dia­
logue" Grand Canal mas­
cot, Hexi; the Grand Canal 
designer toy, Shuiyun'er; and 
the China Grand Canal Cul­
tural Relics A Has.

Hexi, designed by Chinese 
artist Han Meilin’s team, is 
inspired by the water deity of 
the canal town, which symbol­
izes joy and the auspicious 
vision of safeguarding water 
sources and nurturing all liv­
ing beings. Encircling its body 
is a flowing ribbon derived 
from Han’s water and cloud 
patterns, creating a wispy and 
ethereal effect.

Breaking away from tradi­
tional stern frameworks, the 
image of Hexi is reshaped with 
a round and lively posture, 
featuring a head resembling 
a dewdrop, rosy cheeks and a 
hint of innocence in its expres­
sion.

Shuiyun'er, developed by 
Pop Mart International Group, 
showcases a group of cultural 
dissemination spirits with 
innovative Chinese design, 
representing Grand Canal 
culture. The spirit Shuiyun’er 
by the Grand Canal is origi­
nally a raindrop leading to five 
major waterways, namely the 
Yangtze River, Yellow River, 
Huaihe River, Qiantang River 
and Haihe River. By reshap­
ing the water messenger with 
a delightful Chinese style, it 
allows the audience to feel the 
cultural pulse of the millenni­
um-old canal.

The event also introduced 
the China Grand Canal Cul­
tural Relics Atlas published by 
China News Service’s China 
Newsweek magazine. It fea­
tures 52 museums in 36 cities 
across eight provinces and 
municipalities along the canal. 

Among the provinces and 
municipalities traversed by 
the canal in China, there are 
around 1,300 museums. 
Some of these canal-side 
museums offer distinctive 
views of the canal, while oth­
ers are located at archaeologi­
cal sites or house sought-after 
collections. Some museums 
even offer boat tours. 

The Grand Canal Museum

of Beijing, a representative 
museum on the atlas, is show­
casing the historical connec­
tions between Beijing and the 
Grand Canal through more 
than 1,000 artifacts and art­
works. As one of the cultural 
landmarks of Beijing Munici­
pal Administrative Center, the 
Grand Canal Museum of Bei­
jing was opened in December 
2023. It has hosted significant 
exhibitions such as Unveil­
ing Sanxingdui andJinsha 
of Ancient Shu Civilizations 
and This is the Shangseries, 
becoming a popular destina­
tion for visitors in Beijing. 

The cultural symbol exhi­
bition between Beijing and 
Zhejiang at the event focused 
on the theme of canal scen­
ery, presenting the regional 
landscapes and aesthetics 
of Beijing and Hangzhou at 
either end of the Grand Canal. 
The Hangzhou exhibition area 
had the charm of the Jiangnan 
region. Led by Chinese culi­
nary master Liu Guoming, it 
showcased the historical and 
cultural heritage of Hangzhou 
cuisine.

The Hangzhou exhibi­
tion area featured a special 
presentation of cold dishes 
themed around the Grand 
Canal, attracting the interest 
of many guests. Ingredients 
such as shrimp, cucumber, 
ham, flour and roast duck 
were presented by the chefs 
into shapes resembling moun­
tains, lotus flowers and boats. 

On the other side, the Bei­
jing exhibition area highlight­
ed the elegance of the city, 
featuring live demonstrations 
by an inheritor of the Quanju- 
de hanging-oven roasted duck 
technique and a Quanjude 
pastry master, along with a 
display of snack gift boxes and 
cultural and creative products. 

The Beijing section of the 
Grand Canal has traversed 
more than 1,000 years, span­
ning seven districts and has 
played a significant role in the 
development of the capital.

Since 2017, the local govern­
ment has made continuous 
efforts to renovate the natural 
landscape, historical sites 
and urban scenes along the 
Beijing section of the Grand 
Canal. The canal has been 
replenished by 17.7 billion 
cubic feet of water; more 
than 31 miles of waterfront 
green ways have been reno­
vated or newly constructed; a 
number of wetland parks have 
been opened; and the Beijing 
Grand Canal Cultural Scenic 
Area has been designated as 
a 5A-rated cultural tourism 
destination.

The Grand Canal Museum
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of Beijing, Beijing Perform­
ing Arts Centre, and Beijing 
Library have become new 
cultural landmarks in Bei­
jing Municipal Administra­
tive Center. In 2024, the 
number of visitors reached 
approximately 6.5 million. The 
Liangma River International 
Waterfront Area, featuring an 
198-acre riverside park, has 
a fully connected 11.18-mile 
waterfront greenway. Night 
tours along the Liangma River 
have become popular, earning 
it a mention in the first batch 
of national-level nighttime cul­
tural and tourism consump­
tion areas.

Furthermore, efforts con­
tinue to promote the coordi­
nated restoration of surface 
and underground areas and 
the simultaneous ecological 
recovery of rivers. The coordi­
nated efforts of Beijing, Tianjin 
and Hebei have advanced 
comprehensive management 
of groundwater overextraction 
in North China, resulting in an 
average increase of 7.15 feet 
in the depth of groundwater 
along the Grand Canal com­
pared to the end of 2020. 

"The Chinese nation has 
two of its proudest artistic 
achievements, one is the 
Great Wall, the other is the 
Grand Canal," said Han, the 
artist and senior professor at 
Tsinghua University. He grew 
up in Shandong province 
through which the Grand 
Canal flows. He said he 
believes that the story of the 
Grand Canal in China needs to 
be told by more people. 

Zhao Feng, dean of the 
School of Art and Archaeology 
at Zhejiang University, shared 
the relationship between the 
Grand Canal and silk culture. 

Zhao said: "The canal con­
nects all directions, especially 
linking the homeland of silk­
worms and the center of silk 
production.” He also noted 
his hopes to combine silk 
artifacts from the past mil­
lennium, intangible cultural 
heritage of dyeing and weav­
ing and industrial heritage 
to inherit and innovate silk 
culture.

Currently, the inscrip­
tion of the Grand Canal as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site 
has brought the protection 
of the site into a new decade 
where both Beijing and Hang­
zhou will continue to promote 
their canal cultures. Since its 
establishment in 2019, the 
Grand Canal Cultural Belt 
Beijing-Hangzhou Dialogue 
has aided exchanges among 
provinces and cities along the 
canal.

The 2025 Grand Canal 
Cultural Belt Beijing-Hang­
zhou Dialogue brought 
together officials, scholars, 
corporate leaders and rep­
resentatives from interna­
tional organizations, offer­
ing insights into the protec­
tion, inheritance and use of 
the canal.

The event, now in its 
sixth year, took place from 
May 29-30 in Beijing. With 
the theme "Sails Racing, 
Canal Thriving", it featured 
two high-level dialogues, a 
research activity, a drama 
performance, an exhibition, 
and canal markets held in 
several districts around the 
capital.

During the opening cer­
emony at the Grand Canal 
Museum of Beijing, officials 
from the two cities demon­
strated their approaches 
and achievements in build­
ing the Grand Canal cultural 
belt.

In Beijing, 17.7 billion cubic 
feet of water have been 
added to the canal. The city 
has renovated and con­
structed more than 31 miles 
of riverside greenways, 
opened wetland parks, and 
established the Beijing 
Grand Canal Cultural Scenic 
Area in Tongzhou, which is 
a national 5A-rated tourist 
spot.

As the southern starting 
point of the Grand Canal, 
Hangzhou, capital of Zhe­
jiang province, has been 
committed to developing the 
canal for urban residents and 
tourists. It has built an array 
of new canal culture land­
marks including the Grand 
Canal Hangzhou Steelworks 
Park, the Xiling Wulin Art 
Museum, and the Beijing- 
Hangzhou Grand Canal 
Museum, local officials said. 

Shan Jixiang, director of 
the expert committee of the 
Chinese Society of Cultural 
Relics, and Dai Bin, presi­
dent of the China Tourism 
Academy, delivered keynote 
speeches during the dia­
logue themed on canal cities 
and the waterside economy, 
which was held on May 29 in 
Xicheng district.

Shan explained the syner­
gy between cultural heritage 
preservation and the water­

side economy, demonstrat­
ing its vital role in regional 
development throughout 
history — a model that still 
enlightens Xicheng’s devel­
opment.

Through policy-market 
coordinated mechanisms, 
the district’s canal cul­
tural resources can be trans­
formed into drivers for the 
integrated development of 
culture, commerce, sports 
and tourism, and inject vital­
ity into the waterside econo­
my, Dai said.

The other high-level dia­
logue focused on using tech­
nology to promote cultural 
heritage preservation and 
cities’ sustainable develop­
ment.

YangYujia, curator of the 
Beijing-Hangzhou Grand 
Canal Museum, said that 
the integration of museums 
and technology goes beyond 
visual effects. It requires 
integration with artifact pres­
ervation, exhibitions, visitor 
services and public educa­
tion.

"As museums evolve, 
they must maintain culture 
as their foundation, while 
employing new technology 
to showcase culture. It’s both 
an emerging trend and a 
challenge for museum devel­
opment,” Yang said. 

Tech companies should 
adopt natural and user- 
friendly interactive designs 
when developing products to 
establish emotional connec­
tions between the public and 
culture, and increase their 
engagement, said Ji Haiwei, 
vice-president of the digital 
culture division of Rokid, a 
Chinese leading augmented 
reality glasses company. 

This year's event also 
launched the Beijing- 
Hangzhou Dialogue Grand 
Canal mascot, Hexi; the 
Grand Canal designer toy, 
Shuiyun’er; and the China 
Grand Canal Cultural Relics 
Atlas.

Hexi, created by Chinese 
artist Han Meilin’s team, 
draws inspiration from the 
canal's “mythical water­
guarding beast", embodying 
the wish to safeguard the 
waterway and nurture all 
forms of life.
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good tool to learn Chinese 
because it is a comedic art 
form that combines language, 
history and local dialects. 

It is also a great source 
of Chinese humor, he said, 
emphasizing that humor is 
universal across cultures, and 
it is only the content and con­
text that vary.

Moser's interest in the coun­
try was aroused by the Chinese 
writing system and its distinc­
tive characters. As he learned 
to write Chinese and learned 
more about the country's 
history, he gradually became 
interested in Chinese culture. 

He studied the language 
on his own in the 1980s while 
working on a master's degree 
in music at Indiana University 

fucianism spurred his curiosity 
about China’s philosophy and 
culture.

“I thought it was so fasci-

in making pizzas in his wife’s 
hometown eight years ago. 

“My wife could be closer to 
her family, which was impor­
tant to both of us, and I would 
finally have the chance to build 
the kind of life I had long been 
yearning for — one that's more 
in tune with nature, commu­
nity, and personal well-being." 

In 2021, after various busi­
ness ventures including running 
an English-language training 
center, he launched a TikTok 
channel called Wen's Kitchen 
on which he cooked daily meals 
and explored village cuisine. In 
2023 the opportunity came to 

any of the Westerners 
who opt to decide to 
live in China end up 

in one of the country's numer­
ous bustling metropolises, but 
there are those for whom the 
attraction of a more simple 
lifestyle — and one that is a lot 
cheaper — proves irresistible. 

One of them is Patrik Bach- 
statter, 33, from Sweden, who 
has found not just a home but a 
new calling in the ancient town 
of Dali, Yunnan province.

Bachstatter met his wife in 
the Philippines, and the couple 
moved to China in 2018, living 
first in Shenyang, Liaoning 
province, later in Sanya, Hainan 
province, and then Qingdao, 
Shandong province. However, 
it was Dali, with its clear air, 
mountains and strong sense of 
community that offered a more 
lasting connection.

“I read that Dali is known as 
the ‘California of China',” Bach­
statter said. “It's not a big city, 
but it has good infrastructure 
and a lifestyle that’s closer to 
nature. That really appealed 
to me.”

His path to organic farming 
was sparked by personal health 
concerns. After gallbladder sur­
gery and digestive issues, he 
began paying closer attention 
to what he ate, and how food 
was grown.

“I wanted to feel better, so I 
focused on clean, healthy food. 
That led to a broader lifestyle 
change.”

Drawn to Dali's ecological 
farming community, he began 
cultivating organic vegetables 
in villages across Midu and 
Eryuan counties, using sus­
tainable techniques rooted in 
soil health and biodiversity. 

Bachstatter said he starts

Now readers can find China Daily Global Weekly on Flipster, the digital magazine subscription platform 
from EBSCO, which provides institutions worldwide with leading research databases, scholarly journals, 

magazine subscriptions, e-books, discovery services and more.

Adrien Brill 
(left)works in 

his pizza shop 
in Huangshan, 

Anhui province; 
Patrik 
Bachstatter visits 
a traditional 

loquat farm in 
Dali, Yunnan 

province.

In 1986 Moser traveled to 
Beijing for the first time to help 
with the translation of a book 
at Peking University. “That was 
when I went from having just 
an interest in China to actually 
being actively involved in the 
country.”

Great changes have taken 
place since then. He is also 
impressed by how, within 20 
years, the Chinese went from 
being largely ignorant of the 
West to being well-versed in its 
culture.

Enthusiasm for English can 
be gauged by the popularity 
of a TV program titled Outlook 
English in the early 2000s. 
Aimed at teenagers and young 
adults, the educational pro­
gram covered all aspects of life 

if they haven't studied organic 
methods, their connection to 
the land runs deep. There's 
so much to learn from their 
traditions.”

In the quiet village of Nanxi- 
nan in Huangshan, Anhui 
province, the smoky aroma of 
wood-fired pizza mingles with 
the fragrance of tea fields and 
the earthy scent of preserved 
mandarin fish.

Adrien Brill, 35, an Ameri­
can, has traded the bustle of 
teaching in Chengdu, Sichuan 
province, for the serenity of 
rural China — and found pur­
pose, community and creativity 

open a pizza shop in Nanxinan. 
“I didn’t choose the restau­

rant business. The restaurant 
business chose me. It started 
with a video we shot at the 
launch of our pizza shop. It 
went viral overnight. The next 
day we had hundreds of people 
lining up at our door. We had 
three tiny tables, no point- 
of-sale system, handwritten 
menus... It was total chaos — 
but also magic.”

Among his signature pizzas 
are one topped with preserved 
mandarin fish and another with 
fermented tofu, both tradition­
al Anhui delicacies.

“It's not just food. It’s a cul­
tural exchange. It's the story of 
my family: one part American, 
one part Chinese, and some­
thing new and beautiful in 
between."

In 2023,711,000 residence 
permits were issued to foreign 
nationals living in China, the 
National Immigration Adminis­
tration says.

Yu Hai, a sociology professor 
at Fudan University in Shang­
hai, said China’s opening-up 
began with big cities such as 
Beijing, Shanghai and Guang­
zhou, Guangdong province, 
which naturally attracted the 
largest number of foreigners. 
Back then, foreigners visit­
ing small towns across China 
were mostly travelers passing 
through.

“However, choosing to settle 
down and build a life in a small 
town may be the newest chap­
ter in the story of foreigners in 
China.

“The country has become 
not only a livable destination 
but also one that is increasingly 
friendly to diversity."

The Erhai 
Lake against 

the backdrop 
of Cangshan 
Mountain in 
Dali, Yunnan 

province.
PHOTOS PROVIDED 

TO CHINA DAILY

Rewind the videotape to the 
televised Spring Festival Gala 
in 1999 in China and you will 
see the first xiangsheng, or 
crosstalk show, staged entirely 
by non-Chinese performers.

Dressed in traditional Chi­
nese garb, they made jokes in 
fluent Mandarin — complete 
with Beijing accent — and 
delivered new year salutations 
to raucous laughter from the 
audience. Among the perform­
ers was David Moser, a U.S. 
scholar on China.

“You can't imagine how ner­
vous we were, as it was a live 
broadcast,” Moser said. “But 
we knew we could not forget 
the lines because we had 
rehearsed so much.”

Moser said he was delighted 
and honored to take part in the 
country’s most-watched tele­
vision event.

The 53-year-old is now a 
scholar^"'’
and cull 
professor at the International 
Culture Institute of Capital 
Normal University.

For Moser, crosstalk is a

^7
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every day early. By sunrise 
he is usually walking by Erhai 
Lake, breathing the fresh air 
and resetting his internal clock. 
His mornings include yoga, 
stretching and reading before 
he heads out to his farm. 

While many people may 
imagine an idyllic and unhur­
ried rural lifestyle, Bachstat- 
ter’s life is far from simple. It 
involves constant learning, 
trial-and-error farming, and 
an ongoing quest for deeper 
spiritual and physical well­
being.

“Local farmers here are 
incredibly knowledgeable. Even

because it was all so different 
from my own culture, and I 
was curious about this differ­
ence.”

attracting an audience of mil­
lions.

Moser was a host, judge and 
translator for the show for 

years. "This was a chance to 
use my skills and actually pass 
on my knowledge of the lan­
guage to a very large number 
of people.”

However, Moser said he 
eventually realized that TV 
stardom was not to be his des­
tiny, and he received an offer 
to teach at Capital Normal 
University in 2007.

He loves blending East and 
West into something new, he 
said, and it is because of his 
different roles that he thinks 
he can act as a good bridge 
between cultures, dealing with 
many kinds of people in many 
different ways and explaining 
in simple terms aspects of 
China and the United States 
beyond books or movies. 

Personal, face-to-face 
exchanges are more critical 
now than ever, he said. 

"Even if just two people from 

a force for cooperation. That’s 
how programs and friendships 
begin.”

S4 SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2025

Page 4

III0T

“Even if just two 
people from each 

country get to 
know each other 
deeply, they can 

become a force for 
cooperation.”
DAVID MOSER
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Thisyearthe U.N. celebrates 
the 80th anniversary of its 
founding, and it is 54 years 
since China resumed its lawful 
seat in the body. These days 
for many young people in Chi­
na the U.N. offers rich oppor­
tunities for building a career, 
something that was once 
regarded as a pipe dream. 

The figures bear this out, 
the number of Chinese nation­
als working in the U.N. system 
more than doubling, to 1,664, 
in the 15 years to 2024. 

Yet not long ago the path­
way to a U.N. career for Chi­
nese was anything but simple. 

Li Wen, chief of mission in 
China for the International 
Organization for Migration, 
said that in the late 1990s 
linguistic roles were the pri­
mary entry point for most 
Chinese staff. "At that time 
the dominant channel was 

the fact that China is opening 
further to the outside world is 
important.

"China organized a lot of 
events at an international level 
where top specialists from 
around the world are attend­
ing and exchanging ideas,” 
he said in a recent interview 
with China Global Television 
Network.“This is exactly what 
has to be done.”

China has been steadfastly 
deepening reform on all fronts

to build a new system for an 
open economy. A series of 
measures on the reform of for­
eign trade has been introduced 
in areas including taxation, 
finance, and trade and invest­
ment facilitation.

Since 2017 the number of 
items on the negative list of 
restricted sectors for foreign 
investment has been reduced 
from 93 to 29, with all access 
restrictions for manufacturing 
removed.

the rock carving, close to the 
source of the Yellow River. 

Nevertheless, after Tong, the 
archaeologist, wrote an article 
about the earlier findings in the 
newspaper Guangming Daily 
in June, the inscription ignited 
debate in the media. While 
some scholars supported its 
identification as being from 
the Qin Dynasty, others doubt­
ed its credibility and saw it as a 
modern fabrication due to its 
well-preserved condition.

their creation using blunt- 
tipped engraving instruments,

which matches artisanship of 
the historical period.” 

Li Li, deputy director of the 
China Academy of Cultural 
Heritage, said mineralogical 
composition studies and 
metallic element analysis ruled 
out the possibility of fabrica­
tion involving contemporary 
alloys or modern carving 
implements.

“The mineral types and 
contents inside the carved 
grooves and on the surface 
of the carved stone are basi­

cally consistent. This 
FV indicates that both the 

interior of the grooves 
and the rock surrounding 

the inscriptions have under­
gone long-term weathering.”

Comprehensive archaeo­
logical research has also been 
conducted across a vast tract 
of land surrounding the rock 
carving, said Wang Jinxian, 
director of the Qinghai Provin­
cial Institute of Cultural Relics 
and Archaeology.

"Archaeological research 
showed that this lakeside 
region had been an area of fre­
quent human activities dating 
back to the Paleolithic period,” 
he said, responding to some

documents.”
Li’s connection with the 

U.N. goes back to her uni­
versity days. In 1995, as a 
postgraduate student at the 
China Foreign Affairs Uni­
versity in Beijing, she took 
part in China’s first Model 
United Nations conference, 
representing Afghanistan in 
a session on women's issues. 
Though her understanding of 
the U.N. was nascent, it ignited 
a desire to be involved.

Paul Bateman, chairman of 
J.P. Morgan Asset Manage­
ment, has visited China more 
than 150 times over the past 
30 years.

"With each visit, I’m more 
impressed by the vitality and 
growth of China's market,” he 
said while addressing the Glob­
al Trade in Services Summit of 
the China International Fair for 
Trade in Services.

Noting that the company’s 
presence in the country has 

Deng Chao, director of the 
department of historic monu­
ments in the National Cultural 
Heritage Administration, said 
that "laboratory analyses indi­
cate that the inscribed rock 
consists of quartz sandstone, 
characterized by high abrasion 
resistance and strong weath­
ering durability”.

"Through high-definition 
examination, distinct tool mark- 

Visitors interact with a robot at the 2025 China 
International Fair for Trade in Services at Shougang 
Park in Beijing, on Sept 13. zou hong / china daily

Kunlun Mountain.
It is the only known surviv­

ing Qin-era rock carving that 
remains at its original site and 
could provide a key reference 
on the location of Kunlun, a 
monumental sacred mountain 
in ancient Chinese culture 
hailed as the “ancestor of all 
mountains”.

For example, in Erya, one of 
the oldest Chinese dictionaries, 
dating back to the third centu­
ry B.C., it is said that "the river 
comes from Kunlun”, which 
corresponds to the location of 

Archaeological 
workers examine 
the site of a 
Qin Dynasty (221- 
206B.C.) rock 
carving near a 
lake in Madoi 
county, Qinghai
province.

PHOTOS PROVIDED 

TO CHINA DAILY

Zhang Wei (center) with local 
youth volunteers during a field 
mission in Muhanga, Rwanda, in 

November, provided to china daily

After months of debate 
about its nature, an inscribed 
rock carving near a lake in 
Madoi county, Qinghai pro­
vince, has been identified by 
the National Cultural Heritage 
Administration as being from 
the Qin Dynasty (221-206 B.C.). 

The 37-character inscription 
was found in 2020 on a rock 
along a lakeside slope, about 
14,100 feet above sea level. It 
is of typical Qin-era zhuanshu, 
or seal script, writing style. The 
characters are spread across 
an area of 1.72 square 
feet, 7.48 inches above 
the ground.

Tong Tao, an archae­
ologist with the Chinese 
Academy of Social Scienc­
es, said that when he arrived 
at the site in 2023 he instantly 
realized its extraordinary sig­
nificance.

Except for some unclear 
characters, he recognized that 
the surviving words indicated 
that the carving was a histori­
cal recording absent from pre­
viously known documentation. 

The carving documented 
that Qinshihuang, the first 
emperor of China, had sent 
a high official named Yi on a

■ <
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ings on this “desolate land”. 
-WANGKAIHAO
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When Zhang Wei was 24 
she took a turn in her career 
path that seemed more than 
a little offbeat for someone 
about to complete the final 
year of her studies for a mas­
ter’s degree.

As with many of her peers, 
the local job market beckoned 
for the student of horticulture 
at Shanghai Jiao Tong Univer­
sity last year. Instead, after 
completing those studies she 
took a one-year sabbatical 
and boarded a plane bound 
for Rwanda, Central Africa. 

There, as an agribusi­
ness intern at the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations, she set 
herself on the path toward a 
once unthinkable career, one 
that an increasing number of 
Chinese students are opting 
for: working for the U.N. 

"Agriculture wasn’t exactly 
a conscT
the colic _
Zhang said of her journey 
to becoming an FAO intern 
in Rwanda. “But as I studied 
and gained more exposure, I 
came to realize how vital agri­
culture is to livelihoods. That 
awareness led me to start 
thinking about the career 
possibilities.

“Serving at the FAO 
enables me to use my skills 
and knowledge in a multicul­
tural, professional setting, 
allowing me to contribute to 
something bigger and more 
impactful.”

mid global trade head­
winds, China has sent 
fresh signals that it will 

further expand high-standard 
opening-up and promote 
international cooperation to 
provide strong momentum 
for its own development and 
boost global economic growth. 

The message resonated 
strongly at three recent key 
international fairs that China 
hosted over the course of 
about a week — the World 
Smart Industry Expo 2025 in 
Chongqing, the 25th China 
International Fair for Invest­
ment and Trade in Xiamen, 
Fujian province, and the 2025 
China International Fair for 
Trade in Services in Beijing. 

President Xi Jinping sent 
three congratulatory mes­
sages in succession within six 
days to the events, which fea­
tured a wide range of domestic 
and international participants 
from various sectors.

In the letters, Xi reiterated 
the country's firm commit­
ment to working with all par­
ties to build an open world 
economy and advance the 
building of a community with a 
shared future for humanity.

While emphasizing that glob­
al development is facing chal­
lenges as well as opportunities 
amid profound changes in the 
world economic landscape, Xi 
assured the world that China 
will take solid measures to pro­
mote liberalization and facilita­
tion of trade and investment, 
continue to share its develop­
ment opportunities with the 
rest ofthe world, and inject 
more positive energy and 
greater certainty into global 
development.

Former Kyrgyz prime min­
ister Djoomart Otorbaev said

expanded in recent years 
thanks to China's decision to 
open up its service sector, par­
ticularly the removal of foreign 
equity caps in certain financial 
services, he said the growth 
of trade in services is creating 
significant opportunities. 

China boasts the world's 
largest middle-income group, 
with per capita GDP of about 
96,000 yuan ($13,500) last 
year. It is the world's second- 
largest consumption market 
and second-largest import 
market, providing huge oppor­
tunities for the world. 

Coupled with solid steps in 
expanding institutional open- 
ing-up, such as aligning with 
high-standard international 
economic and trade rules, 
China has also made consis­
tent efforts to improve the 
business environment, with 
tangible results.

The 2025 China Business 
Report, published by the 
American Chamber of Com­
merce in Shanghai this month, 
indicated that over one-third 
of surveyed U.S. companies 
believe that China’s policies 
and regulations regarding for­
eign companies have improved 
in the past few years. The fig­
ure for this year is higher than 
that for last year, it said. 

Jeffrey Lehman, chairman of 
the chamber, said that one of 
the interesting results this year 
is that although the compa­
nies still regard the regulatory 
environment as challenging, 
they find that the challenges 
have been reduced since a 
year ago.

“This year is an improve­
ment over 2024, and hope­
fully that trend will continue 
into 2026."

■tT. Sy
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put world 
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of young 
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ANCIENT CARVING LINKED TO 
MISSION OF FIRST EMPEROR
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Shanghai continues to make its theme park mark
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visitor trips in 2023, generat­
ing about 30.39 billion yuan 
($4.26 billion) in revenue, 
97.86% more than in the 
previous year, the 2024 China 
Theme Park Competitiveness 
Evaluation Report said. Visitor 
numbers rose 71.84% com­
pared with the previous year. 

China’s theme park econo­
my has expanded steadily in 
recent years, with the market 
size forecast to be worth more 
than 110 billion yuan by 2028, 
21st Century Business Herald
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ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

A)■■4 k-

‘w/„

the most basic stitches. “We 
taught them which stitches 
to use for embroidering eyes, 
and which ones for hair, giv­
ing embroidery a theoretical 
foundation and systematic 
methodology,” He said. 

Ten women who excelled 
traveled to Shanxi for ad­
vanced hands-on training. 

They themselves later 
became teachers in Xinjiang in 
what He describes as a “snow­
ball effect”.

Beyond technique, the Jin 
embroidery team also helped 
develop cultural and creative 
products with Xinjiang charac­
teristics.

They combined Shanxi's 
paper-cutting techniques 
with Xinjiang’s totemic motifs, 
creating unique designs, and 
developed innovative products 
rich in symbolic meaning.

Women 
from the 

Xinjiang Uygur 

autonomous 
region take 
part in the 
training of Jin 
embroidery,
a craft from 

Shanxi 
province, and 
showcase 
their works

to tourist
PHOTOS

PROVIDED TO 

CHINA DAILY

visitors in 2023, ranking fifth 
among theme parks world­
wide and securing its posi­
tion as the most visited and 
popular theme park in China, 
according to the 2023 Global 
Attractions Attendance Report 
published by the Themed En­
tertainment Association and 
the consulting firm AECOM. 

On Feb 12 Jin Jiang Interna­
tional Holdings Co., Ltd. an­
nounced it had signed a joint 
venture framework agreement 
with Warner Bros to open a 
Harry Potter studio tour in 
Shanghai. It will be the third 
such attraction globally, and 
the first in China.

Tourists take 
photos while 

enjoying 
their time 
at Shanghai 
Disneyland.

PROVIDED TO 

CHINA DAILY

“These products preserve 
the local cultural elements of 
Xinjiang while incorporating 
the refined artisanship of Jin 
embroidery, making them 
more aligned with modern 
aesthetic tastes and tourism 
demand,” He said. 

Today more than 200 
embroiderers work in local 
cooperatives, each earning 
an average of 20,000 yuan 
($2,800) a year, he said. 

"They now can make money 
at home while minding their 
children.”

Another centuries-old trade 
is renewing ties between 
Xinjiang and central Hubei 
province.

Jian Nisi, deputy director of 
Hubei Changshengchuan Tea 
Research Institute, stood at a 
cultural exhibition in Hotan last 
month holding a dark brick of

tea that drew many curious 
local residents.

“For Uygur and Mongolian 
families, our brick tea is the 
foundation of their milk tea," 
Jian said. “It's more than a 
drink; on the grasslands it is 
the drink of life.”

After Changshengchuan tea 
was first produced during the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), 
it traveled through ancient 
tea routes to border regions, 
becoming a daily necessity for 
multi-ethnic communities. 

To this day Changsheng­
chuan remains a designated 
producer of specialty ethnic 
goods, supplying border areas 
under plans organized by 
the national ethnic affairs 
authorities.

As a key component of 
Hubei’s pairing assistance 
program in Xinjiang, Chang­
shengchuan has worked 
closely with Bortala Mongol 
autonomous prefecture in the 
north of Xinjiang since 2018. 

"We hold training sessions at 
the prefecture’s cultural center 
twice a year, teaching tea art 
techniques and sales skills,” 
Jian said.

Changshengchuan has 
developed 170 distributors and 
partners in Bortala, most of 
them local women.

E-commerce training has 
helped local partners expand 
sales online.

"Many homemakers have 
become tea art specialists or 
salespeople through the pro­
gram, with monthly incomes 
between 5,000 and 6,000 
yuan — all without leaving their 
hometowns,” Jian said.

Changshengchuan also uses 
its Hubei distribution network 
to bring local specialties, such 
as Hotan jujubes and roses, to 
wider markets.

“We are not just doing busi­
ness; we are continuing an 
ethnic unity story centuries in 
the making. We will keep help­
ing local communities prosper 
through tea,” Jian said.

-YANG FEIYUE

Fantawild recorded 85.69 
million visits in 2023,111% 
more than in 2022, propelling 
it from fifth to second place 
in the global rankings, the 
report by the Themed En­
tertainment Association and 
AECOM said.

Happy Valley Company op­
erates eight amusement parks 
and 10 water parks in cities 
including Beijing, Shanghai, 
Shenzhen, Guangdong prov­
ince, and Chengdu, Sichuan 
province. The group, with a to­
tal of 25 themed attractions in 
13 cities nationwide, has about 
40 million visitors annually. 

-WANG YING

Shanghai is poised to cash in 
on family entertainment as it 
undergoes a surge in construc­
tion of new theme parks and 
upgrades existing ones, tour­
ism and industry experts say. 

This summer in Shanghai, 
the theme park capital of 
China, the country’s first Lego­
land opened, and other major 
projects are in the pipeline. 

“Driven by the varied sup­
ply and strong consumption, 
as well as its good business 
environment, theme parks 
in Shan;
China c; 
theme park economy,” said 
Dai Bin, president of the China 
Tourism Academy.

Opened in July and covering 
78.6 acres, Legoland Shanghai 
Resort is said to be the world’s 
11th and largest Legoland. 

It features eight themed 
areas, offering more than 75 
interactive rides, shows and 
attractions.

On May 19 Shanghai Dis­
ney Resort announced the 
groundbreaking of its ninth 
themed land, the Spider-Man 
zone. The new zone, adjacent 
to Zootopia, will include the 
park's first major Marvel- 
themed attraction, a thrilling

- .5
g i?

hai’s appeal to foreign inves­
tors is unmatched.

“Shanghai stands as China’s 
leading retail consumption 
hub and the most developed 
city for flagship stores and 
first-launch projects. For 
foreign investors, choosing 
Shanghai as their initial entry 
point into the Chinese main­
land market aligns strategi­
cally with their business goals." 

Theme parks are not limited 
to China's big cities and rep­
resent a nationwide economic 
phenomenon.

Eighty-six major theme 
parks across the country 
reported a total of 130 million

►
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Visitors try Changshengchuan's brick tea at a cultural event in Bortala

Mongol autonomous prefecture, Xinjiang, in May last year.
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n a sunlit workshop a 
group of women bend over 
embroidered canvases, 

their needles flashing as their 
handiwork brings the rugged 
beauty of desert poplar trees 
to life.

The women are in the city 
of Wujiaqu, Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, but the 
skills they are using come from 
Fanshi county, Shanxi province, 
more than 1,860 miles distant. 

This cross-cultural exchange 
is part of a decade-long 
initiative blending intangible 
cultural heritage with targeted 
poverty alleviation, deliver­
ing economic power to rural 
women and reinvigorating 
cultural traditions dating back 
centuries.

This drive began when He 
Zhijian, a fourth-generation 
master of Jin embroidery from 
Fanshi, arrived in Wujiaqu 
under a pairing assistance 
program.

"Local Xinjiang embroidery 
was bold and rustic, using 
wool and thick yarns suited for 
large items like tapestries, but 
it lacked the refinement for 
delicate cultural products,” he 
said.

What makes Fanshi work 
special is its intricate color gra­
dations, delicate silk threads 
and highly refined needlework. 

While Xinjiang embroidery 
features bold geometric pat­
terns and vibrant flat color 
fields, Jin embroidery favors 
subtle shading, fine detail and 
pictorial realism, which has 
often been used for decorative 
panels, apparel ornamenta­
tion and finely crafted cultural 
objects.

"It is precisely what has 
made Jin embroidery a valu­
able complement to the Xin­
jiang tradition,” He said. 

Over the past decade He and 
his team have traveled to Wu­
jiaqu numerous times, training 
30 core embroiderers.

Faced with differences in 
techniques, the Jin embroidery 
team started teaching from

After graduating, she 
joined the Department of 
International Organizations 
and Conferences of the For­
eign Ministry, experiencing 
life as a representative of 
the Chinese government at 
the U.N. In 2014 she made 
history as the first employ­
ee seconded by the Chinese 
government to the Office 
of the President of the U.N. 
General Assembly. 

“I worked in New York until 
the end of 2016, and then 
had the opportunity to join 
the International Organiza­
tion for Migration.”

When she began working 
at its headquarters in Gene­
va, Switzerland, the follow­
ing year, she was the only 
Chinese national working 
there, she said. Now, more 
and more Chinese profes­
sionals are being recruited 
to the U.N. in various fields. 

This increasing presence 
is reflected in what is hap­
pening at Chinese univer­
sities. Zhu Jiejin, deputy 
director of the Center for 
the Study of the U.N. and 
International Organiza­
tions at Fudan University in 
Shanghai, has witnessed 
the surge firsthand.

He offers a popular course 
that brings professionals 
from international organiza­
tions into the classroom. 
When the course was 
established in 2020, about 
600 students applied for
200 spots. Last year more 
than 1,500 students sought 
admission, forcing him to 
cap attendance at 300. 

Graduates from his 
course have already joined 
the ranks of the U.N., Zhu 
said.

"A former student of mine 
now works at the United 
Nations Population Fund. 
Most of her work there 
involves humanitarian relief 
efforts, which are quite dan­
gerous because they often 
take place in conflict zones 
and war-torn areas. With­
out a spirit of sacrifice or a 
deep sense of compassion, 
it would be very difficult to 
carry out such work. 

“For China it's a positive 
development that more 
young Chinese have the will 
and opportunity to work in 
international organizations 
such as the U.N., better 
reflecting China's commit­
ment to peaceful develop­
ment and collaboration.” 

Having recently complet­
ed her internship, Zhang is 
now back in China. But she 
still keeps thinking about the 
project proposal she initiat­
ed that has already received 
endorsement from the Chi­
nese Embassy in Rwanda. 

“The next step is to for­
mally submit the relevant 
documents. Bit by bit, I look 
forward to the day when this 
proposal can bring tangible 
improvements to the liveli­
hoods of smallholder farm­
ers in Rwanda and strength­
en the country’s agricultural 
resilience,” she said.

-YANG RAN
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City’s inventive assets in spotlight

A □

f

■ -•g

A
I

SI in■*

-HUYUYAN

W

DI -

BmI„,ii0

iii.

- YUAN SHENGGAO

Labs and equipment attract global elite
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s Beijing hosted the 
42nd I ASP World Con­
ference on Science 

Parks and Areas of Innovation 
from Sept 16 to 19, the nation’s 
capital showcased its cutting- 
edge advancements in tech- 

In the first half of 2025, 
Beijing's Future Science City 
achieved notable advance­
ments in industrial space 
development, the introduc­
tion of key projects and the 
construction of roads and 
residential facilities, enhanc­
ing its appeal as a livable and 
work-friendly environment.

Noteworthy accomplish­
ments include the registra­
tion of more than 190 new 
enterprises, the completion 
of 26 key roads and the deliv­
ery of nearly 8,000 settle­
ment homes.

In the first half of this 
year, Future Science City, 
located in Changping district, 
expanded its industrial spac­
es to host high-quality proj­
ects. The first phase of the 
Future Star Industrial Park is 
now operational. Its second 
phase has been completed

has established a delivery 
center in the industrial park. 

The Life Valley (Internation­
al) Bioengineering Innovation 
Center completed its first 
phase, with the second phase 
finishing its exterior con­
struction. This center aims to 
become a model for biophar­
maceutical collective eco­
nomic development, integrat­
ing research, pilot production 
and support services. The 
first phase of the Robotics 
Industrial Park completed its 
main structural work, setting 
the stage for the clustering of 
robotics companies.

According to the Beijing

With a vision to become a 
world-class innovation hub 
by 2050, Beijing's Huairou 
Science City is home to state-

by prestigious universities and 
research institutions such as 
Peking University, Tsinghua 
University and the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, which 
provide robust basic research 
resources. Flexible institutional 
frameworks in research orga­
nizations like the Beijing Acad­
emy of Artificial Intelligence 
and the Beijing Academy of 
Quantum Information Sciences 
continually inject vitality into 
the area.

90 soccer fields. With trial 
operation expected to begin 
by the end of this year, the 
facility is capable of emitting

totaling 26,000. This includes
86 academicians from the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
and the Chinese Academy of

form. This includes the Inter­
national Center for Science 
and Technology Innovation 
website, which consolidates 
resources from the four areas 
to enhance connectivity and 
resource sharing.

Beijing is also encouraging 
social organizations to sup­
port the coordinated develop­
ment of the four areas. Col­
laborations include strategic 
partnerships for technology 
application and resource 
matching. The ZGC Intellec­
tual Property Protection Cen­
ter has assisted more than
400 companies from the four 
areas with fast-track patent 
applications.

Yin Li, secretary of the Com­
munist Party of China Beijing 
Committee, emphasized the 
need to strengthen the coor­

high-quality light for scientists 
in aerospace, energy, biomedi­
cine and other fields.

According to a representa­
tive of Huairou Science City, 
the area has entered a new 
phase focused on operation 
and is rapidly forming a cluster 
of key scientific infrastructure, 
with all 29 facilities from the 
13th Five-Year Plan (2016-20) 
now in research mode and all 
eight new facilities from the 
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) 
under construction.

As the urban infrastructure 
improves, the number of sci­
entists in Huairou Science City 
continues to rise, currently

Bureau of Economy and 
Information Technology, the 
city plans to build five new 
specialized industrial clus­
ters for small and medium­
sized enterprises this year, 
with two located in Future 
Science City: the synthetic 
biology manufacturing clus­
ter and the applied optics 
intelligent manufacturing 
cluster.

While building infrastruc­
ture, Future Science City is 
also attracting businesses. In 
the first half, more than 190 
new companies registered in 
the area, and over 40 enter­
prises such as Lan-Divine 
and Anko Group set up oper­
ations there.

The Synthetic Biology 
Manufacturing Technology 
Innovation Center com­
menced operations, welcom­
ing its first five teams, with

Future Science City showcases its leading-edge technological solutions
at the China Beijing International High-Tech Expo in May.

PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

munity of elite scientists, 
according to a report by China 
Discipline Inspection and 
Supervision News. 

This year, Huairou Science 
City has made new progress, 
including the global sharing 
of 16 scientific facilities, hav­
ing provided over 1.43 million 
hours of access. Addition­
ally, four large-scale science 
facilities have passed national 
inspections and are now offi­
cially operational.

Huairou Science City hosts 
various science facilities, 
including the High Energy 
Photon Source project, which 
covers an area equivalent to

vation and application ecosys­
tem consisting of Zhongguan- 
cun Science City, Huairou 
Science City, Future Science 
City and the Demonstration 
Area for Innovation-based 
Industrial Clusters to drive 
its scientific initiatives. Each 
area has distinct strengths: 
Zhongguancun focuses on 
global high-end innovation: 
Huairou features scientific 
infrastructure: Future Science 
City targets future industries 
such as synthetic biology 
for manufacturing: and the 
demonstration area assists 
the application of scientific 
achievements from the three 
science cities.

To better commercialize 
research outcomes, Beijing 
has developed an online and 
offline innovation service plat-

dinated development of these 
four areas to cultivate new 
quality productive forces. He 
noted that it is crucial to sta­
bilize foundational industries 
such as finance, information 
and technology services while 
developing high-tech indus­
tries like artificial intelligence, 
integrated circuits, new ener­
gy vehicles, pharmaceuticals 
and robotics.

The Demonstration Area for 
Innovation-based Industrial 
Clusters comprises Beijing’s 
Shunyi district and the Bei­
jing Economic-Technological 
Development Area, also 
known as Beijing E-Town. Over 
the past three decades, Bei­
jing E-Town has transformed 
from an industrial area span­
ning 1.48 square miles into a 
hub for high-tech industries 
covering more than 84.94 
square miles, housing over 
100,000 businesses.

Dong Qichao, deputy direc­
tor of the Beijing Science and 
Technology Commission, 
said: “Beijing E-Town has 
highly concentrated industrial 
resources and diverse applica­
tion scenarios that comple­
ment the strong innovation 
capabilities of key laboratories. 
We will further integrate tech­
nology and industry, turning 
enterprises’ needs into scien­
tific questions for researchers 
to address, ensuring that tech­
nology transitions swiftly from 
the lab to the industry to serve 
the country’s strategic needs." 

In 2024,290 research out­
comes from the three science 
cities realized real-world appli­
cations in the Demonstration 
Area for Innovation-based 
Industrial Clusters. In 2025, 
the number is expected to be 
no fewer than 600.

The science city is com­
mitted to meeting the needs 
of its researchers by provid­
ing diverse housing options, 
enhancing infrastructure and 
developing a high-quality edu­
cation and healthcare system 
alongside a robust cultural 
service mechanism.

A key project in the city is the 
City Lounge, which includes 
facilities for research, incuba­
tion, tech services, hotels, 
apartments, amenities and 
cultural activities, comple­
mented by parks to create a 
multifunctional, people-cen­
tered public space.

-YUAN SHENGGAO

Zhongguancun Science City, 
located in the northwest of Bei­
jing, has demonstrated remark­
able achievements in artificial 
intelligence and innovation 
ecosystem upgrades during 
the first half of 2025, according 
to Beijing Evening News. 

The area hosts 70% of the 
city’s Al unicorn companies 
and has helped deliver 944 
million yuan ($132 million) for 
enterprises through incuba­
tors, while advancing the con­
struction of 12 industrial parks. 
Unicorn companies refer to 
startups with valuations of $1 
billion or more.

Zhongguancun Science City 
spans the Haidian Park area, 
covering 67.18 square miles, 
and extends to the whole of 
Haidian district and parts of 
Changping district. It serves as 
a core area for building Beijing 
into a global center for scientif­
ic and technological innovation. 

Haidian district is home to 
1,900 Al companies, including 
26 unicorns. In the first half, 
6,902 new tech enterprises 
were established.

The growth of Zhongguan­
cun Science City is supported

“Whether networking with 
professionals or experienc­
ing the city’s dynamic mix of 
old and new, every moment is 
sure to inspire.”

Beijing is working to estab­
lish itself as a global center for 
scientific and technological 
innovation. In recent years, the 
city has achieved remarkable 
milestones in this endeavor. 
In 2024, Beijing boasted 431 
highly cited scientists. The 
city’s research and develop­
ment investment intensity 
has remained above 6% for 
six years in a row, placing it 
among the leading global 
innovation cities. Addition­
ally, the Nature Index showed 
that Beijing has remained the 
world's top science city since 
2016.

Beijing is leveraging an inno-
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versifies are also underway, 
with Tsinghua University's 
innovations being introduced 
to the Energy Valley in Future 
Science City.

Infrastructure development 
is also accelerating, making 
Future Science City more 
livable. In the first half of 
this year, 26 key roads were 
completed. Yingcai Nanyi 
Street opened, providing 
seamless transfers to Metro 
Line 17. Additionally, 26 new 
roads started construction, 
enhancing connectivity for 
industrial spaces and resi­
dential projects.

- YUAN SHENGGAO
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ing excellence: innovation 
spaces driving high-quality 
development”, the confer­
ence explored how innovation 
spaces contribute to social, 
economic and technological 
progress.

The IASP, or International 
Association of Science Parks 
and Areas of Innovation, is a 
network of innovation eco­
systems that brings together 
managers of science parks, 
research parks, innovation 
districts, knowledge cities 
and other innovation spaces. 
Its mission is to drive growth, 
internationalization and effec­
tiveness for its members. 

In an era marked by rapid 
technological advancements 
and economic globalization, 
spaces such as science parks 
and innovation districts have 
emerged as vital catalysts 
for progress. These areas not 
only foster innovation and 
aid the application of scien­
tific advances but also play a 
significant role in enhancing 
regional innovation capa­
bilities, improving industrial 
structures and promoting 
employment.

Beijing is home to leading 
research institutions, tech 
giants and a thriving startup 
ecosystem, offering an ideal 
setting for the conference. 

"For IASP delegates, Beijing 
offers a unique opportunity to 
explore, innovate and be part 
of something truly extraor­
dinary,” said the association.

Zhongguancun Science City 
has been the launchpad for 
tech companies like Baidu, 
Xiaomi and Lenovo, which 
have gained global recogni­
tion.

Emerging leaders such as 
ByteDance, Cambricon and 
Megvii have also risen from this 
hub. International giants have 
also established research and 
development centers in the 
area.

A group of media workers take photographs of a giant robot hand at Robot World in the Beijing Economic-Technological 
Development Area on June 17. zheng huansong / xinhua
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Zhongguancun No. 1 is a landmark sci-tech innovation industrial park at 
Zhongguancun Science City in Beijing, provided to china daily
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The business produces col­
lectible cards, figurines and 
pop-culture merchandise 
under its brand Kakawow.

The Rosemont convention, 
one of the world's largest card 
and memorabilia expos, was 
held over five days this year, 
and Suplay made its third 
appearance there in the past 
three years.

style jacket, Disney’s Mickey 
Mouse stood out in play­
ful contrast to Warner Bros' 
100th anniversary commem-

2,300 robotic stores. 
Another company, Top 

Toy, operates more than 280 
stores worldwide and reported

Suplay’s entrepreneurial
journey began with a creative 
reinterpretation of traditional 
culture.

■ 3

major influence on the cultural 
remains.

For example, complex­
toothed flying squirrels often 
defecate on the precious rel­
ics, causing damage to the 
stone statues and murals, and 
insects crawl on murals, direct­
ly touching the pigment layers 
and causing them to flake. 

"The squirrels have a habit 
of excreting in a fixed location, 
which means they wander 
around the forest to find food, 
but go back to a chosen place 
to defecate,” Xu said. "After a 
while the place darkens and 
deteriorates."

So efforts are made to 
reduce animal and insect visits 
to the relics by using equip­
ment to deterthem and pre­
vent such damage. 

“But such influences can 
never be eliminated because 
we cannot interfere with the 
animals’ activities too much,” 
Hu said. “We must keep the 
ecological balance.”

Since 2020 conservationists 
have also worked with scholars 
at Peking University to discover 
methods to save the already 
blackened areas.

After numerous experi­
ments, a solution was devel­
oped using artificial saliva as 
the major component, which 
can decompose hazardous 
substances in excrement, Xu 
said. This is the first attempt 
nationwide to deal with dam­
age of this kind, he said. 

"Since statues and murals 
are fragile, we have conducted 
experiments with the solution 
on the grottoes' trestle roads 
and cliffside to see if it’s reliable 
and effective enough. Then we

Now readers can find China Daily Global Weekly on Flipster, the digital magazine subscription platform 
from EBSCO, which provides institutions worldwide with leading research databases, scholarly journals, 

magazine subscriptions, e-books, discovery services and more.

Seen from 
afar the 
Maijishan 
Grottoes 
resemble 
a stack of 
wheat piled 

high by 
farmers.

Toys themed on Labubu, a popular
doll of the Chinese toy company

Pop Mart. SUN WEITONG/XINHUA

use on the statues and murals.” 
-WANG RU

..

orative cards sitting next 
to collectible cards fea­
turing photography from 
the Chinese National 
Geography magazine. 

Nearly all Suplay’s prod­
ucts on display sold out 
on-site, bought primarily 
by U.S. collectors and dis­
tributors.

"These culturally infused 
collectibles are fast becoming 
favorites both at home and 
abroad,” Li said.

In recent years, trendy and 
collectible Chinese toys have 
gained remarkable popular­
ity worldwide, with numerous 
brands expanding their reach 
overseas, generating over­
whelming enthusiasm both 
online and offline.

Pop Mart is a prominent 
example of this global suc­
cess. By the end of last year 
Pop Mart had expanded to 
more than 30 countries and

7
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"The challenge for cul­
tural cards going global is IP 
appeal,” Cao said.

Collectible cards bearing Palace

Museum elements are popular
worldwide, provided to china daily

“For our premium card 
brand Kakawow, we chose the 

Forbidden City as the first IP 
because it represents one 

deep cultural consensus 
* among Chinese people,” 

Li said.
The debut series, totaling 

300 boxes, sold out in just 
two weeks, giving the team 
enormous confidence. 

Kakawow launched its 
’ Heritage series priced 

at 6,990 yuan last year, 
which incorporated intan­
gible cultural heritage tech­
niques such as filigree inlay. 

"The market response 
exceeded all expectations,” Li 
said, adding that 96% of the 
buyers are adults over 18. 

Cao Wei, general manager 
of the card trading platform 
Card Hobby, established in 
2014, has been a collector 
since 1997 and has witnessed 
China’s collectible card culture
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Statue of a monk with a mysterious 
smile in cave 133 of the Maijishan 

Grottoes.

laboratory for identification.
They conducted experiments
to select proper methods of
cleaning the flocs and applied
a sterilizing agent, which was
effective and environmen­
tally friendly, in the cave to
remove the mass. In 2019
their approach succeeded,
removing the microorganisms
and impeding their continued
spread in the cave.

Xu Bokai, another deputy
director of the institute’s pro­
tection and research office,
said efforts were initiated to
study water seepage paths
inside the mountain body so
steps could be taken to block
the cracks.

Moreover, the site is rich in
biodiversity because of its loca- will understand if it’s safe to 
tion in a forest zone, where ani­
mal and insect activities have a

z >•
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the statues and murals here 
are more difficult to protect 
than those in Dunhuang.” 

Dunhuang is home to the 
Mogao Caves, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site on the 
ancient Silk Road, with more 
than 700 Buddhist caves that 
feature exquisite murals and 
statues from the 4th to the 
14th centuries.

Water damage is a big chal­
lenge for the Maijishan caves. 
In 2018, after two weeks of 
continuous rainfall, cave 127 
reached humidity of 100% in 
three months, leading to an 
outbreak of microorganisms. 
Protectors then found a large 
area on the northern side of the 
cave paved with a white floccu­
lent mass.

Researchers sampled the 
substance and took it to a

u Changyou recalls 
often looking upto 
see the soaring face 

of Maiji Mountain near his 
home when he was young. 

The name of the mountain, 
inTianshui, Gansu province, 
Northwest China, means 
wheat stack, referring to its 
appearance, and it is home to 
many ancient Buddhist caves 
carved into the cliffside, collec­
tively known as the Maijishan 
Grottoes.

Forty years ago Mu, then 19, 
of Maiji village, was offered the 
chance to work on the moun­
tain, becoming a restorer of 
the cultural relics in the caves. 
From an apprentice cleaning 
caves and organizing tools to 
a master training students, he 
has spent decades extending 
the lives of his old friends. 

Mu is one of the many 
professionals who protect 
the grottoes, a cave temple 
complex known as a gallery of 
Eastern statues because of the 
almost complete chronological 
sequence of its statues, built 
by pious ancient Chinese peo­
ple from the Sixteen Kingdoms 
period (304-439) to the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911).

The grottoes, part of the 
UNESCO World Heritage site 
named Silk Roads: the Routes 
Network of Chang'an-Tianshan 
Corridor, have 221 caves, 161 
of which still house Buddhist 
statues or murals. However, 
time has taken its toll on the 
site, and heritage protectors 
have explored various ways to 
protect it.

Over the past 80 years, from 
establishing files and con­
solidating dangerous rocks to 
the successful application for 
World Heritage status, genera­
tions of heritage protectors

have contributed great efforts 
to protecting it, said Yue 
Yongqiang, deputy director of 
the Art Institute of Maijishan 
Cave-Temple Complex, which 
oversees the site. 

Gansu province is com­
monly perceived to be an arid 
region, butTianshui is located 
in the province's southeast and 
receives abundant rain, which 
causes water damage to the 
caves.

"Unlike other important 
cave temples in China that 
have stone statues, Maijishan 
Grottoes have clay statues 
with wooden frames or stone 
fetuses, just like those in 
Dunhuang, Gansu,” said Hu 
Junjian, deputy director of 
the protection and research 
office of the institute. “In 
such a humid environment
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exports worth about 47 million
yuan ($6.6 million) last year.

Hong Yong, an associate
research fellow in the e-com-
merce research department
of China's Ministry of Com­
merce, said the overseas pop- grow over the years, 
ularity of Chinese brands not Though cards with Chinese 
only boosts their international elements account for just 
visibility but also strength- 5% to 10% of transactions,

Li Jing talks of how, at the 
U.S. National Sports Collec­
tors Convention in Illinois in 
July, a collector examined a 
card that her company made. 

The surface of the card, one 
of thousands on display at the 
Donald E. Stephens Conven­
tion Center in Rosemont, fea­
tures a golden drawing of the 
Hall of Supreme Harmony at 
the Palace Museum in Beijing, 
also known as the Forbidden 
City. The card’s edges are 
inlaid with delicate filigree, and 
at the center is a tiny natural 
gemstone.

This thin card, less than one 
four-hundredth of an inch 
thick, embodies the mar­
riage of centuries-old Chinese 
filigree inlay artisanship and 
modern industrial precision. 

“The Hall of Supreme 
Harmony card is from our 
Heritage series," said Li, co­
founder of Suplay, a Chinese
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One of the world-famous Buddhist
statues in cave 44 at the grottoes.

PHOTOS BY JIANG DONG / CHINA DAILY

The giant statues on the east cliff of the Maijishan Grottoes in Tianshui, Gansu province.
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ANCIENT FIND REVEALS SECRETS OF LAMP FUELS
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this find exceptionally rare.
Wang Keqing, a researcher 

in the Institute of Conserva­
tion at the National Museum 
of China in Beijing, said there 

combination could have pro­
duced a bright flame with a 
pleasant aroma and relatively 
little smoke; the user may 
have been trying to reduce 
lamp oil consumption; or the 
fuels could have been used 
separately during different 
periods.

The presence of beeswax 
points to the possible desire 
for fragrance and less smoke. 
It probably made the fuel less 
prone to rancidity. The vegeta­
ble oil helped the flame burn 
brighter.

times and that the lamp was 
a personal possession of the 
deceased, which is why it was 
interred with them as part of 
a ritual.

occupies a central position in 
the global trade landscape.” 

That reality is reflected in 
the way executives describe 
the market, many calling it a 
touchstone for development. 

Morten Wierod, chief execu­
tive of the Swedish-Swiss 
industrial group ABB, said 
China is the cornerstone of the 
company's business, with Xia­
men, Fujian province, becom­
ing its largest global manu­
facturing base and innovation 
center.

The same pattern plays out 
in life sciences and healthcare. 
Anita Wei, vice-president of 
external affairs of the life sci­
ences and technology com­
pany Danaher China, said her

The International Monetary 
Fund has predicted that Chi­
na’s economy will grow 4.8% 
this year, up 0.3 percentage 
points on what was forecast 
a year ago, saying it expects 
the world economy to slow 
further in the coming years. 

Global growth was pro­
jected at 3.2% this year and 
3.1% next year, the IMF said 
in its October World Eco­
nomic Outlook, published 
on Oct 14 at the start of the 
annual IMF/World Bank 
autumn meetings.

The IMF’s projection for 
China, close to China’s goal of 
about 5% growth for the year, 
reflected the shifting effects 
of trade policy and domestic 
efforts.

‘‘A stronger-than-expected 
outturn in recent quarters 
— reflecting front-loading in 
international trade and rela­
tively robust domestic con­
sumption supported by fiscal 
expansion in 2025 — more 
than offset the headwinds 
from higher uncertainty and 
tariffs,” the IMF said of Chi­
na’s growth prospects. 

In April, when the U.S. 
shook global trade norms by 
announcing sweeping tariffs, 
the IMF trimmed its forecast 
for China's growth by 0.6 per­
centage points in response to 
escalating U.S.-China trade 
frictions.

By July, following a pause 
on higher rates in May, it 
revised the figure upward by 
0.8 percentage points. Now, 
half a year after the tariff war 
began, the IMF projects that 
China’s economy will maintain 
the growth rate it predicted in 
July, 4.8%, and that it will slow 
modestly next year.

The World Bank projected 
China’s economy would grow 
4.8% on Oct 7; in April it had 
forecast growth of 4%. 

China's gross domestic 
product grew 5.3% in the 
first half of this year, up 0.3 
percentage points from 
the same period last year, 
according to official figures. 

“China is weathering higher 
tariffs with a weaker real 
exchange rate, redirected 
exports to Asia and Europe, 
and fiscal support,” Pierre- 
Olivier Gourinchas, the 
IMF’s economic counselor 
and director of the research 
department, wrote in a blog 
on Oct 14.

These fuels were prob­
ably used together to light 
the lamp, which was then 
placed in the tomb during 
the burial ceremony, Wang 
said. However, it could also be 
that different fuels were used 
to light the lamp at different 
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An industrial robot made by ABB on show during the China International 
Industry Fair in Shanghai on Sept 25. provided to china daily

A porcelain lamp of the Ming Dynasty
retrieved from a tomb in Shanxi

province, provided to china daily

their fuels were not standard­
ized but were products of inge­
nuity and practical adaptation. 

The lamp’s fuels also shed 
light on a broader historical 
lattern. Early lamps primarily 
ised animal fats. Use of bees­

wax started during the Han 
Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D. 220), 
and the practice became pop­
ular among elites. As the belief 
grew that smoke from tallow 
harmed health, including eye­
sight, new burning methods 
developed. The cultivation of 
white-wax insects for candle 
production expanded between 
the 10th and 14th centuries, 
and blends of vegetable oils 
and wax were primarily used 
to burn lamps during the Ming 
Dynasty.

- CHEN MEILING AND ZHU XINGXIN

A 600-year-old porcelain 
lamp unearthed in Shanxi 
province in 2021 has turned 
the spotlight on the techni­
cal skills and cultural prac­
tices of
blende: 
lamps burning long, cleanly 
and brightly.

The tiny bowl-shaped lamp, 
retrieved from a tomb in the 
village of Nantou, dates back 
to the Ming Dynasty (1368- 
1644). Using high-sensitivity 
techniques, researchers dis­
covered traces of fuel in the 
lamp — a surprising blend of 
linseed oil, mutton tallow and 
beeswax — that offered a rare 
peek into the everyday lives of 
people of the day. Most exca­
vated lamps have yielded little 
or no residue at all, making 
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s global supply chains 
undergo transforma­
tion and investment 

patterns shift, China has taken 
on a dual role in the world 
economy — as both a magnet 
for foreign companies and an 
increasingly influential out­
bound investor, experts and 
executives say.

This signals continuity in 
the country’s opening-up, 
that China is no longer just a 
participant in global growth, 
and that it is becoming a co­
architect of such growth, they 
said.

What draws foreign compa­
nies today is not the promise 
of low costs, but the chance to 
innovate, to test ideas in a vast 
and demanding market, and 
to use China as a springboard 
into global competition. 

"China remains the top 
target market for companies 
expanding their global trade 
layout, with 44% of global 
companies choosing China 
as their first choice for expan­
sion,” said David Liao, co-chief 
executive for Asia and the 
Middle East at HSBC.

Citing survey data, he said 
that 40% of global firms are 
either already increasing their 
manufacturing presence 
in China over the next two 
years or are planning to do so. 
“These findings highlight that 
China remains a hot spot for 
international investment and

company's "double innovation 
engine” strategy is built on 
deep localization.

"We aim to achieve 80% of 
sales revenue from localized 
production and 80% of raw 
material sourcing from the 
Chinese market. This allows 
our research and development 
teams to respond directly to 
clinical needs in China and 
then promote those solutions 
globally.”

Other foreign companies 
have also adopted similar 
strategies.

Zhao Bingdi, president of 
Panasonic China, described 
the shift by saying China is not 
only a manufacturing center 
for Panasonic, but also an

innovation hub, and that the 
Japanese electronics firm is 
transitioning from “in China, 
for China” to "in China, for 
global” with the aim of using 
its competitive edge honed in 
China for Southeast Asia and 
beyond.

These strategies have been 
underpinned by policy. 

China has steadily opened 
doors wider, reducing national 
and free trade zone negative 
lists for foreign investment to 
29 and 27 items, respectively. 
Restrictions on manufactur­
ing investment have been 
removed, and pilot programs 
in cloud computing, biotech­
nology and wholly foreign- 
owned hospitals are underway. 
Procurement, IP protection, 
data flows and tax incentives 
are all being fine-tuned to cre­
ate a more predictable busi­
ness climate.

If inbound investment illus­
trates how China strengthens 
multinationals, outbound 
investment shows how Chi­
nese firms are reshaping inter­
national markets. Last year 
outward direct investment was 
worth $192 billion, bringing 
cumulative stock above $3.14 
trillion. For the 13th year in a 
row, China ranked among the 
world’s top three investors, 
according to the 2024 statisti­
cal bulletin of outward foreign 
direct investment.

and death, and the anticipa­
tion of a good afterlife,” she 
said.

The ritual of lighting lamps 
for the deceased continues 
in modern China as a form 
of ancestor worship, said Li 
Gang, vice-president of the 
Xinzhou Institute of Cultural 
Relics and Archaeology. 

The tomb occupant was 
probably not a high-ranking 
official but an affluent com­
moner, Li said. The use of 
mixed fuels further demon­
strates that ancient lamps and 

A flying car 

on display 
during the 

China
International 
Fair for 
Investment 
and Trade 
in Xiamen, 
Fujian 

province,
on Sept 8.
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vaccines into the national 
immunization program will 
significantly improve access 
and strengthen health protec­
tion for Chinese women. 

In recent years the founda­
tion has worked with partners 
in various fields to explore 
ways to increase HPV vaccine 
accessibility in China, she said. 

“The inclusion of the HPV 
vaccine marks the first time 
the national immunization 
program has targeted adoles­
cents, rather than only children 
under the age of 6. It also 
reflects the country’s growing 
emphasis on safeguarding 
women’s health.” 
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Captain Gu 
Xinyue (left) 

makes flight 
preparations 
in the cockpit 
of an aircraft 
in Hefei, Anhui 
province, 
in March 

last year.
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A female 

courier 
delivers food 

in Chongqing
in March 2023.
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Astronaut

Wang Yaping 
and her 

daughter 
at a museum 
in Beijing, 
last December.
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or decades Chinese 
women have been push­
ing against boundaries 

and gender stereotypes in 
traditionally male-dominated 
industries. From civil aviation 
and technology to food deliv­
ery, they have carved out their 
own unique niche with resil­
ience and skill-building. 

Their progress has redefined 
the realm of possibilities in 
male-centric spaces, and they 
continue to challenge outdated 
norms and broaden opportuni­
ties for gender equality in all 
kinds of fields.

For instance, a growing num­
ber of women have pursued 
careers as pilots. Strict gender 
controls used to be imposed 
on pilot recruitment, but now 
domestic airlines continue to 
lift such restrictions.

Just over a decade ago, 
China Southern Airlines, whose 
headquarters is in Guangzhou, 
had only five female pilots; 
today it has more than 30. 
Through their own efforts and 
guided by the spirit that women 
are no less capable than men, 
these pilots have reached new 
heights with professionalism 
and dedication.

While female pilots may not 
match their male counterparts 
in physical strength, industry 
insiders say that many have 
increased their daily training 
to boost both their physical 
fitness and decision-making 
capabilities.

This year, which marks the 
30th anniversary of the 1995 
Fourth World Conference 
on Women in Beijing, China 
co-hosted the Global Leaders' 
Meeting on Women with UN 
Women on Oct 13 and Oct 14. 
The country has consistently 
honored its commitments to 
advancing women’s develop­
ment, such as promoting 
gender equality along with 
economic and social progress. 

Over the past 30 years China 
has made remarkable strides in 
poverty alleviation, healthcare, 
education and other key areas 
concerning women's well-being. 

Now, fathers who give priority 
to caring for children, managing 
household responsibilities and 
stepping back from traditional 
full-time work to support their 
families are no longer that 
remarkable, and show how 
gender role stereotypes have 
loosened their hold in China. 

As societal attitudes evolve 
and professional barriers grad-

Solitude, darkness, the 
capriciousness of the wilder­
ness, and the physical toll 
of traversing steep terrain 
over long distances — any of 
these could understandably

young daughters in Jiangsu 
province, welcomed the news 
last month that the human 
papillomavirus vaccines will be 
made available to all eligible 
girls nationwide.

Wang, 36, has not been 
vaccinated against HPV, the 
primary cause of cervical 
cancer, mainly because of time 
constraints and uncertainty 
over which vaccine to choose. 

“I always planned to get 
my daughters, aged 11 and 9, 
inoculated,” she said. “I fully 
support the policy because it 
means the country will select 
and provide reliable and effec­
tive vaccines for my girls.” 

parents and health experts who 
have praised the government’s 
move to include HPV vaccina­
tion in the national immuniza­
tion program and introduce 
HPV vaccination services for all 
eligible girls this year.

The policy was announced 
by the National Disease Con­
trol and Prevention Adminis­
tration on Sept 11.

China’s free immunization 
program covers 14 vaccines 
that prevent 15 diseases, and it 
has not been expanded since 
2007.

Du Heng, principal officer 
in the Beijing office of the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation, 

I

ually fade, a growing number of 
female executives have come 
to the fore, driving industry 
innovation with their distinctive 
leadership styles and profes­
sional expertise, and paving 
the way for future generations 
of women to pursue careers in 
many industries.

Wang Fang, chief financial 
officer of Embraer China, has 
worked for several multina­
tional companies throughout 
her career and joined the China 
branch of the Brazilian aircraft 
maker Embraer SA as a credit 
specialist and financial analyst. 
Success is primarily measured 
by performance and capability, 
with the emphasis placed on an 
individual's contributions, not 
their gender, she said. 

“The challenges that I have 
focused on are common and 
professional ones like navigat­
ing complex financial regula­
tions, managing risks and 
ensuring robust financial health 
for the company.”

The number of female inter­
net entrepreneurs in China has 
risen over the years, too, and 
the country now has about 40 
million female scientists and 
technicians, accounting for 
more than 45% of the total, the 
Zhongguancun Forum Annual 
Conference was told last year. 

Wang Lijuan, head of opera­
tions, performance and digital 
at Airbus Beijing Engineering 
Center, has been driving the 
company's digital transforma-
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■ Lyu Ruihan (left) 
I completed a 
I 15.5-mile trail 

| running race 
I in Hong Kong 
I last year while 

i five months 
I pregnant. 
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for women.
A case in point is Trail 

Sisters, an organization 
founded in 2016 to advance 
gender equity and boost 
female participation in trail 
running and hiking. 

It advocates for events 
to adopt standards includ­
ing equal podium spots 
and awards for men and 
women, women-specific 
apparel and merchandise, 
availability of menstrual 
products at aid stations, 
ensuring visible placement 
of women at the start line 
instead of placing them 
behind male runners, and 
clearly stated pregnancy 
and postpartum policies. 

According to its official 
website, these standards 
have been met by more than 
600 events in North America 
this year.

In China, outdoor gear 
brands are increasingly 
focusing on the needs of 
female trail runners. For 
instance, Kailas, a Chinese 
outdoor apparel and equip­
ment brand, began using 
shoemaking molds specifi­
cally designed for women in 
2020.
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tion since 2023. Fueled by her 
passion for technology, she is 
dedicated to building smarter 
operational platforms that 
empower engineers and unlock 
their creative potential. 

"Women in engineering still 
face certain stereotypes. But I 
have always believed that skills 
and curiosity transcend gender. 
Every challenge is a chance to 
grow — to learn new technolo­
gies, explore new fields, and 
keep expanding my horizons.” 

Her thinking is also reflected 
in her workplace, and Airbus 
has built an open, inclusive 
environment in which everyone 
has a chance to succeed, she 
said.

More women are also filling 
the ranks of emerging occupa­
tions such as food delivery that 
were once dominated by men. 
Amid the hustle of their daily 
rides, they are redefining their 
sense of self-worth and reshap­
ing their social roles.

From 2022 to 2024 the 
number of female riders in 
China rose markedly, even if the 
Chinese on-demand delivery 
company Meituan says that 
women account for less than 
10% of its riders.

In addition, women are said 
to hold more than 30% of the 
management roles at Meituan's 
delivery stations, including 
roles such as station managers, 
deputy managers and team 
leaders.

Yet, in defiance of such 
challenges, China is witness­
ing a remarkable surge 
of women adopting the 
world of dirt, rocks and hills, 
with its elite athletes now 
commanding international 
recognition.

A standout example came 
in late August when Yao 
Miao, 29, triumphed in the 
women’s category of the Ul­
tra Trail du Mont Blanc OCC, 
a 37.9-mile race around 
Mont Blanc in France. The 
course runs from Orsieres 
to Champex to Chamonix. 
With this victory, together 
with her 2018 win in the 
62.8-mile Courmayeur via 
Champex-Lac to Chamonix 
and another OCC title last 
year, Yao made history as 
the first and only Asian to 
claim three UTMB titles in 
different event categories. 

Yao, wide­
ly regarded 
as China's 
queen of
trail run­
ning, now
holds fourth 
place in the 
Interna­
tional Trail
Running
Association 
rankings,
with a per­
formance 
index of 827. Her compatriot 
Xiang Fuzhao, 34, is in sixth 
place with a score of 816. 

These are not isolated 
victories but clear signals 
of the profound rise of 
Chinese women in trail run­
ning, marked by elevated 
competitive standards and 
expanding grassroots par­
ticipation.

Lyu Ruihan, 30, of Beijing, 
has been an active trail 
runner for 10 years and was 
formerly a test engineer in 
the cybersecurity industry, 
leading a sedentary lifestyle. 

After being diagnosed 
with a mild fatty liver, she 
was determined to improve 
her health and connect with 
nature through hiking in the 
mountains.

During one descent she 
started running to reach the 
bottom before darkness fell 
and discovered that trail run­
ning was more efficient.

Her dedication paid off in 
May 2018 when she reached 
the podium in a 62-mile 
ultramarathon in the Meili 
Snow Mountain National 
Park in Yunnan province. 

Throughout that year and 
the next Lyu consistently 
placed among the top 10 

female runners in every race 
she entered.

“I could clearly feel more 
female runners are joining 
the races, with many tran­
sitioning from other endur­
ance sports like marathons 
and triathlons,” she said. 

For these female trail run­
ners, gender-specific chal­
lenges have been a consis­
tent part of their experience. 
Yao said that as a profession­
al trail runner she relates to 
the unique struggles women 
face in the sport. 

“The menstrual cycle 
is one of the biggest ob­
stacles. Sometimes we train 
for months, only to have 
our performance severely 
impacted because the race 
coincides with our period, 
leading to disappointing 
results or even having to 
withdraw.”

She also talks of practical 
issues such as the lack of 
private changing areas or 
toilets for women at aid sta­
tions during long-distance 
events, as well as safety 
concerns when running on 
remote trails at night. 

However, 
positive 
changes are 
helping make 
the sport 
more women- 
friendly.

Worldwide 
female trail 
runners have 
been work­
ing hard to 
foster a more 
inclusive 
environment 

< Ji

“I could clearly feel 
more female runners 
are joining the races, 

with many transitioning 
from other endurance 
sports like marathons 

and triathlons.”
LYU RUIHAN
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cervical cancer, which is the 
fifth most common cancer 
among women in China. In
2022 the country reported 
150,000 new cen/ical cancer 
cases and 56,000 related 
deaths.

China approved its first HPV 
vaccine, an imported brand, in 
2016. Since then, public will­
ingness to get vaccinated has 
continued to rise, the National 
Health Commission said. 

The country approved its 
first domestically developed 
HPV vaccine toward the end 
of 2019, and now offers three 
domestic options.
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Guests visit the cultural creativity exhibition area of the 2025 Beijing Culture Forum in September, zhang wei / china daily
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Salon examines digital innovations

reshaping culture and creativity
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tage protection”.
Sun Junmin, head of the 

city’s publicity department, 
said that the Beijing Culture 
Forum Salon will serve as an 
innovative platform to pro­
mote ongoing cultural initia­
tives, coordinate high-quality 
projects, and enhance inter­
national cultural exchanges. 

It will focus on themes like 
cultural heritage protection, 
cultural and technological 
innovation, and the integra­
tion of culture, commerce, 
tourism and sports, regularly 
organizing professional and 
diverse activities.

L
I

As a key component of the 
2025 Beijing Culture Forum, a 
salon specializing in artificial 
intelligence took place in the 
city’s Haidian district earlier in 
September.

Themed “Cultural Intel­
ligence: Al Reshaping Digital 
Content Production”, the event 
featured in-depth discussions 
on topics within the sector, 
such as innovative models, 
transformation pathways, chal­
lenges and opportunities.

Experts in the Al field, along­
side representatives from 
technology enterprises like 
the video-sharing platform 
Kuaishou Technology and lead­
ing content creators, gathered 
to share their insights.

Guo Yanmin, a professor at 
the Communication University 
of China, for example, explored 
the efficiency gains and job 
restructuring that Al is driving 
in the audiovisual industry. He 
emphasized the importance 
of maintaining authenticity in 
news communication, origi­
nality in artistic creation, and 
avoiding homogenization in 
commercial entertainment.

Additionally, Qin Jingyan, 
a professor at the University 
of Science and Technology 
Beijing, examined the role 
of Al technology in fostering 
high-level aesthetics and cul­
tural expression, aligning with 
national strategies such as the 
dual-carbon reduction goals, 
sustainable development and 
building a beacon of cultural 

dent of Kuaishou, highlighted 
that Al-generated content is 
driving a new wave of techno­
logical transformation in the 
film and television industry, 
injecting vitality into its devel­
opment.

Notably, the China-BRICS 
Artificial Intelligence Develop­
ment and Cooperation Center 
established its first global 
achievement transformation 
center at Kuaishou’s Brazil­
ian branch in May, indicat­
ing broader applications of 
Al technology in countries 
involved in the Belt and Road 
Initiative, Cai said.

In recent years, the global Al

providing deeper insights into 
human nature and cultural for­
mation, while humanities offer 
cognitive frameworks and 
value systems for Al.

Gao Shiming, vice-president 
of the China Federation of Lit­
erary and Art Circles, said that 
in recent years, diverse forms 
of Chinese art and literature 
have adapted to and thrived 
on new media platforms. 

He encouraged contem­
porary artists to draw poetic 
inspiration from the lives and 
future aspirations of Chi­
nese people, creating art and 
culture that integrates the 
ancient and modern, East and 
West, culture and technol­
ogy. Such works, he stressed, 
should be shared with the pub­
lic, advance the times, and be 
presented to the world. 

A highlight of the forum's 
opening day was the release

French Culture Minister 
Rachida Dati noted that France 
and China both recognize the 
transformative role of disrup­
tive technologies, particu­
larly artificial intelligence. She 
emphasized that their innova­
tion and growth potential will 
directly shape global culture 
and bring profound changes to 
the cultural sector worldwide. 

Lazare Eloundou Assomo, 
director of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Centre, remarked 
on the essential role of digital 
technology in heritage protec­
tion, management, and educa­
tion, highlighting China’s lead­
ership in digital innovation and 
heritage preservation. 

Zhu Songchun, director 
of the Beijing Institute for 
General Artificial Intelligence, 
stated that Al and humanities 
research can complement 
each other, with Al research

of several key achievements, 
including the report titled 
“From Initiative to Practice: 
2024 Sino-Foreign Cultural 
Exchange Report”.

According to it, 2024 marked 
a year of high-quality develop­
ment in cultural exchanges 
between China and foreign 
countries. Chinese proposals 
for the new era, exemplified by 
a series of global initiatives, not 
only injected vitality into the 
pursuit of modernization with 
Chinese characteristics but 
offered solutions to address 
challenges in a turbulent and 
rapidly changing world. 

The report noted that 2024 
witnessed a multidimensional 
and comprehensive develop­
ment pattern in Sino-foreign 
cultural exchanges. Robust 
cooperation in technology 
has driven the creation of 
an innovative ecosystem for

In August, Beijing released 
this year’s list of technology- 
empowered cultural projects, 
including Al large model-based 
museum guidance and inter­
active theater experience 
systems, Al digital museums 
of industrial heritage, and Al- 
assisted music program score 
analysis and intelligent shoot­
ing systems.

Guided by the action plan 
and supported by the project 
list, Beijing will continue to 
integrate science and technol­
ogy with the cultural industry, 
and build an innovation system 
poised for the future.

The Sino-French film series, a special curated event at this year's Beijing 

Culture Forum, launches a film concert on Sept 22. provided to china daily

pose large models like Dou- 
bao, Ernie Bot, and ChatGLM, 
and has incubated significant 
world-class achievements.

Beijing has been promot­
ing the application of new 
technologies, products and 
scenarios to achieve digital 
empowerment in the cultural 
field these past few years. 

In January, several sci-tech 
and cultural departments in 
the city issued a three-year 
action plan for innovation 
and development of technol­
ogy empowering culture, 
aiming to advance the con­
struction of a national cultur­
al center and an international 

technology revolution has con­
tinued to advance, with Haid­
ian at the forefront of Al devel­
opment. The district currently 
hosts 105 registered large 
models, accounting for two- 
thirds of Beijing’s total and 
one-fifth of China’s total. 

Among these is Keling Al, 
a video-generating model 
developed by Kuaishou. Since 
its launch in June 2024, it has 
completed over 30 iterations, 
served more than 45 million 
global users, and generated 
over 200 million videos and 
400 million images. 

It has been integrated into 
fields such as film and televi­
sion production, advertising 
creativity, e-commerce mar­
keting, and cultural tourism, 
with the potential to empower 
more industries in the future.
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September as it played host 
to the 2025 Beijing Culture 
Forum.

Launched in 2022, the 
forum, with a permanent 
theme of "Inheritance, Cre­
ativity, Mutual Learning”, has 
evolved into a pivotal platform 
for Beijing's development 
in the new era, emphasizing 
international engagement. 

This year's edition adopted 
“Integrated Development of 
Culture and Technology” as 
its annual theme, featuring an 
opening ceremony, six parallel 
forums, and more than 20 pro­
fessional salons.

Nearly 800 guests from 58 
countries and regions con­
verged in China's capital for 
the two-day event. They includ­
ed renowned experts, scholars, 
cultural figures, and industry 
leaders, all gathering to engage 
in in-depth discussions and 
exchange ideas.

At the opening ceremony, 
Yin Li, Party secretary of 
Beijing, highlighted that new 
cultural business forms, such 
as internet culture, entertain­
ment, gaming and animation, 
generated nearly 1.6 trillion 
yuan ($225 billion) in revenue 
in 2024, energizing the city’s 
sectors.

Former French prime min­
ister Jean-Pierre Raffarin 
emphasized that culture tran­
scends bilateral relations and 
must be advanced within a 
multilateral framework.

In a letter to the forum,

a film concert that offered 
an audiovisual feast through 
classic film reproductions 
and live performances: five 
special activities featur­
ing master dialogues, film 
screenings and academic 
seminars; and an image 
salon focused on the inheri­
tance and innovation of film 
art.

This year, the Beijing Cul­
ture Forum introduced a 
new salon format, designed 
to regularly bring together 
experts, scholars and cul­
tural celebrities from around 
the world. These gatherings 
will fuel exchanges, discus­
sions, and collaborations 
on themes such as cultural 
heritage and development. 

In April, the salon's inaugu­
ral event was held at Tiantan 
(Temple of Heaven) Park, 
where guests engaged in 
discussions on topics like 
“the global value of cultural 
heritage protection" and 

sci-tech innovation hub. 
According to the plan, Bei­

jing will focus on meeting the 
technological needs of the 
cultural sector by strengthen­
ing research on Al, internet 3.0, 
and high-end processing chips, 
enhancing the capabilities of 
cultural digital content genera­
tion.

Technologies like Al and vir­
tual reality will be employed to 
upgrade cultural infrastructure 
and create benchmark proj­
ects in cultural tourism, film, 
and cultural heritage sectors. 

Furthermore, the city will 
promote the implementation 
of pilot policies, establish key 
laboratories for the integra­
tion of culture and technology, 
build a sci-tech and cultural 
industry cluster, and explore 
the application of Al in the
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As a special curated event 
at this year’s Beijing Culture 
Forum, the Sino-French film 
series took place on Sept 
22-24.

It was also designed to 
commemorate the 130th 
anniversary of world cinema, 
the 120th anniversary of 
Chinese cinema, and the 61st 
anniversary of China-France 
diplomatic ties.

Under the theme "Wind 
Moves, Shadows Dance", the 
event symbolized the fluid 
and interconnected nature 
of Chinese and French film 
cultures.

Through film concerts, 
image salons, academic dia­
logues, and film screenings, 
the series explored the cen­
tury-long cinematic history 
of the two countries, exam­
ined innovation and expres­
sion of film art in the con­
temporary era, and aimed 
to elevate Sino-French film 
cultural exchanges to a new 
level.

The e*
tinguished French delega­
tion led by former French 
prime minister Jean-Pierre 
Raffarin. It included notable 
figures such as director 
Jean-Jacques Annaud and 
actress Juliette Binoche. 
The Chinese delegation was 
equally impressive, gather­
ing prominent individuals 
from the film, cultural, and 
academic sectors. They 
included renowned direc­
tor Wu Ershan, actor Liu Ye 
and the Peking Opera mas­
ters Tan Zhengyan and Tan 
Xiaozeng.

This grand event com­
prised three core segments: 

n
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Film festival celebrates 
deep Sino-French ties

cultural exchanges; deeper 
collaboration in public health 
has advanced the building of a 
global community of health for 
all; strengthened partnerships 
in environmental governance 
have led global ecological

. f. Q. c t —p]\ /Civilization construction; and 

. 1 z. 31 “IV^nhanced cooperation in 
media has promoted people- 
to-people exchanges and 
mutual understanding. 

Looking ahead, the report 
indicated that Sino-foreign cul­
tural exchanges are entering a 
new phase of prosperity. China 
stands ready to join hands 
with other countries — taking 
cultural exchanges as a bond 
and mutual learning among 
civilizations as a bridge — to 
collectively address global 
issues.

In addition to the report, the 
forum also announced the top 
10 major events in the con­
struction of a national cultural 
center in 2024 and 18 signifi­
cant cultural achievements. 

Three major project agree­
ments were also signed on­
site, covering areas such as 
Al-driven art creation, Al appli­
cations in museums, and Sino- 
German cooperation on global 
governance and civilizational 
mutual learning.

On the first day of the event, 
six parallel forums were held, 
focusing on topics includ­
ing digital empowerment for 
cultural heritage, technology- 
driven cultural originality, and 
respecting the diversity of 
civilization.

Through keynote speeches, 
roundtable discussions, and 
case presentations, the paral­
lel sessions delved into a wide 
range of topics related to the 
integration of culture and 
technology.

Visitors try their hand at a virtual reality experience in the Grand Canal
Museum of Beijing, yan xiang / for china daily
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Dillingham said it is exciting 
to be involved in the modern 
Silk Road and it inspired him to 
write the song Old Friend. 

Talking of the lyrics, he said: 
“There are the ups and the 
downs, the ebb and the flow, 
and the coming and the going. 
But ultimately... we are old 
friends looking toward a bright 
future of great friendship and 
strength.”

More than 1,200 people, 
including officials, artists, 
scholars and schoolchildren 
from China and around the 
world, took part in performanc­
es, forums and exhibitions, and 
visited classic and emerging 
destinations in Dunhuang. 

Mong Mong Sho, an artist 
from Bangladesh who joined
20 artists from 12 countries to 
retrace the Silk Road across 
Gansu in August, said the two 
paintings he displayed at the 
expo convey his feelings of fus- 

journey through history.
The scroll was lost during the 

warthat ended the Northern 
Song, stolen from the palace, 
passed from one literati’s hand 
to another and from some 
powerful minister’s residence 
to the next, before eventu­
ally entering the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911) royal collection in 
the late 18th century. 

However, turmoil returned. 
The last emperor Puyi, who 
continued to live in the Forbid­
den City in the 1920s after 
the monarchy fell, managed 
to get the painting out of the 
palace again. He later took it, 
along with many other relics, to 
Changchun, Northeast China, 
where he presided over a pup­
pet regime under Japanese 
occupation. Many assumed the 
painting was lost forever during

Imagery from the caves 
featured heavily in the neigh­
boring hall, devoted to the 
continuation of traditional

using its media and motifs. 
Artisans displayed hunks 

of minerals crushed to create 
the pigments used to paint

eridian Gate towers 
above the entrance to 
the Palace Museum 

in Beijing, China’s imperial 
palace from 1420 to 1911 and 
also known as the Forbidden 
City. During the imperial years, 
numerous royals, high officials 
and nobles walked through 
this gate, which stands for so­
lemnity, ritual and order. They 
stepped into a place closed to 
outsiders, a place in which the 
course of their own destinies 
— and often the fate of the 
country — was shaped. 

In October 1925 the Palace 
Museum was established, 
unlocking the gates for the 
public and marking the begin­
ning of a story about custodi­
ans devoted to safeguarding 
and extending an unbroken 
civilization.

A century later tourists 
ascend the Meridian Gate 
Galleries, a privilege that was 
unimaginable even for most 
high officials who passed the 
doorway in ancient times. Here 
the exhibition A Century of 
Stewardship: From the Forbid­
den City to the Palace Museum 
opened on Sept 30, and runs 
until the end of the year. 

More than 200 carefully cho­
sen exhibits, including paint­
ings, calligraphic works, jade, 
bronze ware, gold ware, porce­
lain and architectural compo­
nents, are on view.

A half-day tour of its three 
galleries is akin to undertaking 
millennia time travel.

“Cultural relics are the best 
records of civilization," said Xu 
Wanling, chief curator of the 
exhibition. “Through relics 
we want visitors to see those
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Musicians 
from China 

and abroad 
perform at 

the night 
market.

murals and statues that have 
been sleeping for thousands 
of years, it felt as if we were 
having a timeless conversa­
tion with ancient souls. The 
dancing figures of the flying 
apsaras and the colors deeply 
touched me.

“The Buddhist stories 
etched here have roots in the 
Indian subcontinent, so I find 
powerful echoes of my own 
culture and history in every 
mural and sculpture.” 

Visitors to the Dunhuang 
Studies exhibition area not 
only learned about how this 
legacy is being preserved but 
also experienced how new 
technologies are used to pro­
tect and restore ancient relics. 

They walked through 
physical replicas of the Mogao 
Caves adorned with murals 
and statues, or experienced 
immersive digital explorations 
using virtual reality, enabling

the chaotic end of World War II. 
Against all odds it resurfaced 

in 1950. Cultural relic research­
ers found it in a wooden case 
abandoned by Puyi when his 
puppet state collapsed. The 
painting later returned to the 
Forbidden City, intact. 

Xu Tong, a researcher in 
the painting and calligraphy 
department of the Palace 
Museum, and who was in 
charge of selecting about 
30 key works for this exhibi­
tion, said: “Many relics did 
not always stay in the palace 
peacefully. The hardships they 
endured just tell the exception­
al history of this museum." 

Another highlight, the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907) painting 
Five Oxen, portrays a modern 
tale of perseverance. This scroll 
in the Qing royal collection, one 

historic moments and the 
people behind them.”

One monumental treasure 
on view, and perhaps the most 
famous Chinese painting, Along 
the River During the Qingming 
Festival, was unrolled for the 
first time in a decade.

This silk scroll, created by 
Zhang Zeduan of the impe­
rial painting academy of the 
Northern Song Dynasty (960- 
1127), and more than 16 feet 
long, depicts the flourishing 
landscape of the national 
capital of Dongjing (present- 
day Kaifeng, Henan province) 
through vivid portrayals of 
about 600 figures, 100 hous­
es, 25 boats and countless 
details of urban life.

Seals of nearly 100 collec­
tors, impressed over centu­
ries, testify to the painting’s
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A jade disc known as bi, made about 
2,200 years ago, is one of the largest
heirlooms of its kind in Chinese
history, jiang dong / china daily

Lianhe Fanghu, a bronze jar with lotus and crane decorations, on show in 
the exhibition A Century of Stewardship: From the Forbidden City to the 

Palace Museum, jiang dong / china daily

Along the River 

During the 
Qingming Festival 
was unrolled for 
the first time in a

decade, provided
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of the earliest surviving Chi­
nese paintings drawn on paper, 
disappeared after the Eight- 
Nation Alliance invaded Beijing 
in 1900.

It surfaced again in the 1950s 
in a Hong Kong auction. Pre­
mier Zhou Enlai then directed 
efforts to negotiate and buy the 
painting and some other relics, 
making the mission a matter of 
national urgency.

Xu Bojiao, a banker from a 
family of cultural relic apprais­
ers, was entrusted with the 
task.

In a letter written to Zheng 
Zhenduo, then the country’s 
cultural heritage administra­
tion chief, he said: "One more 
relic we acquire, one more 
thing we’ve done for our 
nation."This letter is displayed 
in the exhibition.

“We’re not qualified to judge 
history," Xu Wanling said. “But 
people from history have spo­
ken for us.

"In the early 20th century, 
when the country endeavored 
to overcome years of weak­
ness, some cultural relics were 
lost. Thanks to our predeces­
sors' efforts the treasures 
came back. It's also a reflection 
of the times.”

Today, digitized editions of 
many highlights appear on 
screens with glasses-free 3D 
effects. Modern visitors may 
take the wonders of such 
technology for granted, but 
for any visitors stepping into 
the Forbidden City for the first 
time 100 years ago, the visual 
impact of these long-hidden 
cultural relics would have been 
overwhelming.

Dasheng 
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a Tang 
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ing icons such as Hexi horses 
and wheat-straw embroidered 
camels.

- ERIK NILSSON AND HU YUMENG

Tourists at 
Dunhuang’s 

night market 
during 
the eighth 
Silk Road 
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Kyle Dillingham’s visits
to China always come with
strings attached. The fact that
his home state of Oklahoma
has a sister relationship with
Gansu province is one of the 
reasons to make the 14,000- 
mile return trip, and then 
there’s that fiddle of his.

Dillingham visited the Gansu
city of Dunhuang eight years
ago and he has been back five
times since then to the mod­
ern desert oasis, which once 
served as a critical juncture
on the ancient trade network.
Late last month he was there
to perform at the Eighth Silk
Road (Dunhuang) Interna­
tional Cultural Expo.

“Without the Silk Road we
might not have the traditional
American fiddle music we
know today,” he said.

“You wouldn't have tradi­
tional fiddle culture in Okla­
homa, where I come from. The
origins ....................
instrumi
somewhere in Central Asia, “We had a conversation
and it made its way along that with history, culture and 
Silk Road into Europe and nature. At the Mogao Caves
became a European tradition.” in Dunhuang, facing those
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Five Oxen, a Tang Dynasty (618-907) painting, is a testament to cultural relic protectors' determination to bring lost treasures home, provided to china daily
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Historic trade route over mountains has its origins 
in Yunnan province, where the landscape is as 
diverse as its inhabitants

ifi

group and set of* toward a jungle 
hidden behind Jnuo Mountain, 
just a half hour drive ‘rnm the 
prefectLre s mam city Jinghong. 

Everything in the rainforest 
was novel to me. from trees as 
high as skyscrapers that created 
a canopy blocking out most of 
the light to various Insects that 
camouflaged themselves so well 
that tew wo Jd notice them if 
someone do not port them out. 

In this place was a brack widow 
that had just finished spinning 
its web. a par of locusts n the 
midst of mating, a lizard search 
mg fir food and a green bamboo 
s^ake dozing in a bee. After a 
three hour “ike I reached a camp 
w^ere vtsrtors cou« take a txeak 
with a cup cf cotfee or tea As 
dusk fell, it was time to say good­
bye to this remote rar^crest, and 
the fragrance of the Puer tea I 
had just finished lingered on my 
tongue My next destination was 
Pu er. a city named after the tea 
variety it produces. ,ust a two- 
hoir train ride away 

Pu er is a major tea-producing 
city on the Anoent Tea Hone 
Road The tea is produced m 
large quant hes here and tran$ 
ported north by mute caravans 
to the Tibetan anas on the 
snowy plateau In the streets 
and alters of Pu er. tea shops are 
everywhere and the shop own­
ers beckon tounsts to sample 
their wares tree of charge The 
best quakty tea comes from 
the ancient tea p antatiorrs n 
the Ok: Tea Forests cn Jr-gmai 
Mountam. a cultural landscape 
ascribed on the UNFSCO Word 
Heritage hst in 2023, 

I visited Nan Kang, a master 
tea-maker In Hanging viiage on 
J-ngmai Mountain where r*nc

Yunnan province in Southwest 
Ch^a ts home to one of the 
worlds higtiest and most storied 
anoent trade routes For oen 
tunes, mule caravans traversed 
the histone path, transporting 
tea from the lush regions of 
Xrshuangtwnna and Pu er to toe 
high-aftdude snowlands above. 

The route made tea an inte 
graf part of He for the Tibetans 
on the plateau From there toe 
journey extended southward to 
India and to seme Southeast 
Asian countries, and northward 
to Russia Owing to the frequent 
exchange of tea for horsts along 
the route, it is also referred to as 
the Ancent Tea Horse Road

Along the way there am 
rrKruntan ranges, dense forests. 
sw»*t frvers vast grasslands 
towering snowcapped peaks 
a“d deep valleys The perilous 
environment and unpredictable 
dmate along the route forced 
mute caravaners to risk ther 
lives in pursuit of a live'hood 
Today the area draws tourists 
from both Chna and abroad, 
eager to explore the stunning 
mountains and rivers as well as 
the rriiHtCuhura' heritage tluit 
lines the historic path.

T>-e rirs! stop on a journey that 
I made recently was Xishuang 
bariria. a brthptoce of the world s 
tea trees and the start of the 
A“c«nl Tra Horse Road where 
much of the traded tea was 
procured

Xishuapgbanna on the south 
ernmost tip cf Yunnan,ft one of 
Chna s best-preserved tropical 
ecosystems. Ranforest hiking is 
popular for ws-tors to explore its 
rich biodiversity. I joined a hkirg

Top: The Ancient 
tea Horse Row sa 
melting pot cf erthne 
dvers^y * as a 
showcase of natural 
Acnde'K Abow: the 
annual iAtalaSptahng 
tesWuteyaiedth 
the Dm ethnic grceps 
abgeta* V ‘wrists 
r ’zAudighi'i-u. 
Yunnan fttwn» »otos 
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Fungal feasts are 
well worth the trip

Top: Ljoqg arcerrt kmr m VLnnan 
pw nee is it ip at right Atxwr Herses 
gra.'i’ i-i the rraidnw at tne Jade Crjgan 
Snc« MouTjin swtk <nea n 
H «JI L« BY H£ iVMJ f f UH CUM CWUT

cappec mountans. pristine 
takes and great valleys, and 
mere woros can rever do justice 
to its breathtaking beauty 

I took a cne hcur trer ride 
to Shangri-La. and as soon as I 
stezpec out c* the station I was 
captivated by tfie traditional 
Theta- style architecture lsce~t 
the entire afternoon leisurely ex- 
piorng DiMeztnR ancient town, 
with cates back mere than 
1.3OC\*ars Here mule caravans 
once traded and interacted with 
deals. Various htxse tracing 
shops, ms that accommodated 
peope and their horses, and 
steres sellnfodder and horse 
gear lined the narrow cobbte 
stone streets. Today these 
cld bu 'dings tear witness to 
lbw once Ihr-vr-g and bustkng 
scenes of he past

In early May I Hew to L pang 
My first meal was an CMgri'ty 
awaited mushroom hotpot 
The local way to enjoy this dish 
is by combining chicken troth 
with mushrooms As the server 
poured a generous anaj of 
mushrooms into the bubbling 
chicken troth I coJd nardly 
waritocign Butthen, ina 
twist the server wtssked away 
my c~opstirks and pfciocd 
an hourglass beside the pot. 
exptemng that it was a timer 

!>e mushrooms needed a 
precise 15-minute boil to be 
sate to eat. lest they prove 
tenet The removal of my 
chopstcks was a precaution 
to prevent eager driers «ke 
me from sneakrig a taste too 
soon and risking a cifinary 
misadventure

The 15-minute wait was well 
worth it The tenoer mush­
rooms. steeped in thr rch 
savory cMcken troth, were an 
absolute delight 

In Yurnan the ature of 
these tasty mushrooms leads 
to many poisonings a plate 
of str fned a
renownec vanetv if not cocked 
properly, can have Ilaitucrio 
Rene effects. Io eat or not to 
eat? Rscple liere have a saying; 
Even if it means meetirg the 
“Mlle people * — a trippy side 
effect thiri has cne dancing 
and reaching Icr irr vr^bie ob- 
lects - it rs worth taking a brie.

Above vtsrrrcms are the tHUjesi 
oJrary attractor n •fcman 
pnjnxe. aeavco ro cmkw W 
Beicnr Fresby lur^ested muihrconis 
are transferred into an array of 
tfefcaCES. £ atMl / KM CHTWCMIl Y

g Onfcne 
£ Watctl the vdeo
E byscannng

ancient villages are nhabried by 
ethnic groups such as the Blang, 
Dai. Hanr and Va. w*x> have cutt) 
vated tea trees far generations. 

Nan s home is in an open space 
I Mlfway up the mountan. Looking 
Out from his hcuse. expanses of 
ancient tea forests bathe in the 
glow c* the setting sun Many of 
tlie ancient tea trees here are 
mere than 100 years dd. and the 
locals reckon that each tea tree 
has its own tea sprit 

I arrived just in time far tea^ 
pick ng season In early April. 
Nan took me to witness the 
locals unque skills, such as 
cfwnbng trees to pick tea. Even 
villagers m their 60s and 70s 
nimbly scale the tall trunks to 
harvest the freshest leaves It is 
a skill tfiat lias sustained their 
people kx generations 

In |ust one day I hHpec pick 
tea. observed every step of the 
teamaking process and tasted 
a variety of fine FVer teas 

Strdlng through the anc.cn! 
village lined with stilt houses, 
saw peuofa dressed n traditional 
6 ang ckxhes cryng their freshly 
picked tea leaves at trier door­
steps Life here 6 tranquil and 
beautiful, much Ike Pu'er tea 

When I hew to my next des 
tination. Lijiarig. an important 
transit station on the Ancient 
Tea Hon<e Road, the hghland 
scenery contrasted with Pu er 
planiatoris in the south, a vivid 
picture of two district seasons 

Lijiang & tnnewned for its lo­
cation at the toot of Jace Dragon 
Snow Mountain I took a 35 min­
ute toixist train trp from L^ang 
anoent town to the mountain 
that afforded panoramic wstas 
of snowcapped peaks from vari 
ous angles, and views of crystal 
waters and slicer canyons. 

Taking the cable car to Glacier 
Parx, I rcactiec an ,-rtitudc of 
14.780 ft. From there I cfenbed 
up to 15354 ft The white apex 
was dazzlrgfy bnght n the sun- 
light Then the weather changed 
in mere minutes, shrouding the 
surrmit n clouds and rrrtf. so i» 
appeared and cksappeared like a 
vwtaa geddr-a

A brief stop in U|iang ulti­
mately fad to the final destine 
tion Shangn La. a ptece often 
referred to as"paracise on 
Earth" and also an important 
hub on the Ancient Tc.i Horse 
Roac Tea was transported from 
there to Tibetan areas. 

At an altitude of over 10 500 
ft., Shangri-La boasts snow

Where in the 'world are 
peop e moat passionate about 
mushrooms? A visit to Yunnan 
province provides an answer 
Strutmg alcng the streets in 
any city here you wil encoun­
ter shops sekng stir fned 
must iroorns t! tat w II delight 
net crly your taste buds but 
your olfactory organs as we< 
Hotpot restaurants. Wed wrth 
driers encymg a mushroom 
feast, are ubcuitous

Nie Rongqrig. wfio grew up in 
Kirm ng. caprial of Yinnan nas 
written a book about Die prw 
nee 5 mvshrcoms and says 
tfrty ar e an irrfisper &atle part 
of any conversation abcut faod 
for the peopfa of trits re^on. 

When I met Nie at a 
restaurant in Kunming he an 
rcunced that ~ad a gift fix 
me He gingerly took out two 
palm sized matsutake mush 
rooms. ti*en from, the moun 
tains cf Shangr La the day 
before. He then summoned 
f-e waiter a~d instructed him 
to have the chef slice them. 

In a few minutes the 
chef siced Lne matsutdfce. 
stn fragrant with the soft 
earthness. into vertical pieces, 
transformrg fem into a plate 
of matsutake sashimi, and 
it was servec to us with scy 
sauce and wasabi 

"In Yunnan the tcr.ored way 
to treat guests is to let them 
s3'/or the most deiocus 
mushrooms.’ fie said 

In June local people eagerly 
kxjk forward to thearrwal uf 
the rainy season. With gener 
ous do’A^potrs a variety of 
mushrooms Curst forth from 
the mouriamous terrain, 
signamg the sta-1 of the 
mushroom cuinary season. 

From July to September a 
visit to any market in Yunnan 
offers a vibrant display of 
mushrooms in a spectrum of 
cokxs and unusual shapes 
Harvested from the rroun 
tains, these nature; treasures 
f nd their way --'to home 
kitchens ana are celebrated 
as the most sought after 
delicacies in eateries ranging 
from modest to upscale
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Bottom: A pancrarna of 
MsLBoetjmr. No 1 (front) 
and No 2ot 1teX«a 
Impe-ialTomhs. 
J'AUG DCNO / CHN* DA<LV

J
Researchers piece together a fascinating tale 
to shed light on an exceptional saga

their rightful 
place in history

< as a huge anthill* Its true 
dwitity as a srfe of mperiai tornta 
only re emerged <1 the 1970s 
wher- Chinese arcfiatsotagists first 
amched excavations on the site 
Tfie 'anthir is actually a crcular 
mausaeum pagoda 

Half a century s contiruous 
research has greatly deared ques 
twins surreundng the srte, accord 
ng to Chaip ngprtg an arcnae 
olQgist with Ute Ningxia Institute 
of Cultural Relics and Archaeology 
who s in charge cl recent research 
on X-na Imperial Tombs.

B-ukm peers ct state that were 
nsenbed w<h Tangut senpts and 
Chinese characters, architectural 
components, gold artifacts. sand­
stone statues Buddnst rears, 
ano so on gracuafty provide a 
panorama cf Xjxki imperial life 

As experts point out the 
mpenal tombs to tow tradtionef 
Chinese geomancy. teng shi>. 

' Through armaedogical studies, 
we can see the layout and design 
cf Xixej imperia Tombs ap»ort»d 
many elements from Tang (618- 
907) and Song dynasties' Chai 
says It also has its own features 

X people used pagodas to 
replace the shrines, which were

Above A statue 
pedestji r the 
shaped a fafa 
■anior unearthed 
from Mausoleum 
No .3 Right A 
store horse statue 
unearthed trama 
euOorCinate tomb 
MKJ1C6 fir JlANO 
DONG / CHN* DAIL*

estacnshed the Liao (9161125) 
and An (1115-1234) dynastes to 
the north The rise of Mongols 
on the grassland then further 
greatly changed the geopolitical 
environment 

“Xxxra people demonstrated 
their perseverance and wisdom 
in the ccmplcatec crcum 
stance.' says Chen Tungtwi, 
honorary erector of the Institute 
of Architectural History, affiliated 
to the China Architecture Design 
and Research Group "They were 
adept at teaming ano creatvty 
They refed on both agrituMure 
and nomads "

In her eyes. Xixia Imperial 
Tombs remain a crucial witness to 
such cultural fusion and innova­
tion result ng from interactions 
among drvetrye ethnic gmtfjs. 
modes of livelihoods and cultures 
The tombs manifest such features 
through site selection spatial 
layout, burial system, architecture, 
construction techniques funerary 
customs, and soan.Oef says. 

In the 1930s. wren a German 
plot flew errer what e. new kncwri 
as Mausoleum No 3 - the largest 
tomb ivnorig the complex — and 
too* aer a pictures. he desorbed

in 1227 tits dynasty <n North­
west China was finally defeated by 
the Mongol army after a campagn 
led by Genghis Khan Xixia(or 
Western Xia. 103B-1227) a power 
spread aernes over 444,OCO 
square miles at its zenith eventu 
Jfy feg n the Gob Desert. 

Established by Tangut peopte 
and inhabited by various ethne 
groups. Xixia was not docu­
mented in a specific history bock 
by its successors while most 
Cfwicsc dynasties were 

♦-owever at the toot of the 
Ingering Hclan Mcurrt.ins, a 
group of earthen mounds seal an 
CNCcpiionai saga, not only as a 
footnote on how a united Chinese 
rut ion evr.lvrd .anti boomed but 
also about a neglected legend on 
the S* Road

The spotlight »etoms to this 
site on the outslurt$ of Yinchuan, 
capital of Ningna Hui autcromous 
region On July 11. Xxua Imperial 
’-omhs ac hevea World Heritage 
Site Status dirng the 47th Scs 
sionof the World Heritage Com- 
rrrffec of UNESCO in Pans. 

Within the 15 square miles 
of the property zone, key 
elements ocudec nine imperial 
mausoleum. 271 subordinate 
tombs. 32 flood control work 
sites. and a 12 4 acre architec 
tural complex site to the north. 

The Hth to 13th centuries, the 
time off Xixia witnessed a key era 
of pol t cal standof* and cultural 
communications m China. The 
Song Dynasty (960-1279) cel 
etrated for its culture and art in 
Chncsc history ruled central and 
southern China The Khitan and 
Jurchnn peoples successivcy 

A gr«r gtszec Kalar>inka iculptur 
inearthed from Mausoleum No 3. 
JANG OCr«a / Chi mk OA M

1
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BY WANG PU 
■nd WANG KAIHAO

Ag-ay polterj r nd ztecCTrfrn cfttnen 
enwrthec from Mauscaeun Na 6 
I CH HA HM.V

A potter/
ttewrfharimai 

pattern lewd r i 
subonlmie tamh

JIANG DONG/ 

CHNAOAlLY

SwB

Ontne
AYs tc*i Ifrj v dec 
byscannrg 
the code.

A green glazed sea 
lion eeco-atcr 
unearthed botr 

Mauscteum Na 3 
JIANG DONG/ 

CUNA DAILY

Yang Shanking. a research 
er at the Dunnua-g Academy 
<» Gansu prownoe. ft devotee 
tc prolonging the life of the 
earthen heritages that are key 
testimonies to ’’•story Over 
the years, lie has sfvared Dir 
"ua"gs adva-ced techniques 
for protecting earthen sites 
with the Xrr-a Imperia. Tombs 
•> Yirchuan. Nmgxia Hui 
autonomous region 

When Yang arrived at the site 
<12007. he found time nac left 
ts mark. Base erosion cadrig 
to recesses in the wall surfaces 
ttieri led to smaller bases that 
made the relcs unstable and 
al nsk of cotapse in the event 
of an earthquake According to 
Yang, erosion is caused by the 
repeated dssoUion and crys 
takration of salt, leadirig to the 
oosermg of serf and peeOng 
from the main body Moreover, 
cracks or. the earthen bui dings 
allow water to enter and heerry 
rams sometimes wasn away 
parts of the remains. 

Yang says that based on 
Durhuarjgs experience, they 
ceveloped a series </ methods 
rater mg to the Xooa tombs' 
specif c issues By analyzing 
the components of the earthen 
remans. they kxated earth 
with Similar components but 
ess saft anc edded calcined 
girgrr nuts with good water 
proofing. Then they rammed 
the mature rito tfre base, using 
a technique that imitates an 
cient construction methods 

To prevent the water from 
eakng n they also sealec 
the cracks For t^e parts that 
•night easily be washed away 
by heavy rain, they added an 
artificial layer covering the 
cnginal parts foat can "arch? 
wear and tear, co-taring the 
mixture of so* a-d cached 
ginger nuts on the surface. 

The layers they added for 
buildings in Mausoleum No. 
6 m 2011 after 14 years, are 
st A hokang up wed. ’Once a 
ayer is worn or washed away, 
■we ;rt!d a new one so that the 
original remams are akvays 
protected," says Yang

Hu Dongmer contributed to this 
story.

— > 
kX-<r

often seen in Tang 3nc Seng 
mausoleums to honor the tomb 
occupants'souls.

"Kiria people adopted many 
traditions from offer Chnese 
dynasties." Chen agrees. "Rut 
they G-sp ayed their creativity 
m details'

Xiwa founcmg nter Yuan 
hao s creation of Tangut script, 
wrese formation bascally 
followed that of Chinese char 
acters. ts an example of Chen s 
views Xixia also honored Con 
tucius as' an emperor" and be 
came the only dynasty known 
to do so in Chinese history. 

Perhaps the design of the 
impenai tombs ts another proof 
Though .1 tomb s bascally sym 
metrcal alo^g an axis, the sacn- 
ficalhal the mound above the 
toms passageway, the pagoda, 
and burial chamber are located 
along another skewec line 

"It may reflect the traditicnal 
Targut beliefs the central axis is 
left to pay hornagr to ghosts and 
defies,' Chen ex plans 

According to Du kanlu. a 
history professor on Xixia 
studies the time when the 
Song. Umx X»xia and Jin

dynasties coexisted was an im­
portant per <xl for various ethnic 
groups of China to merge and 
form a shared community 

"Khrtan. Tangut ano Jurchen 
ethnic groups cornmi ncatrd 
and integrated with the Han 
people for a long time," Du says 
' I "ey gradually absorbed the 
traditional matenal and spntun 
culture of the Han a-’d. vice versa 
they .*so spread their cwn cus 
toms. It thus err tries the conno­
tations of Chinese civilization * 

m the earty 2(Xh century, a 
great amount of htrrature in 
Tang ut scripts was discover cd 
by foreign explorers at the 
Heishuicheng site In nearby 
Efw Banner. Inner Mongolia 
autorcmous region. wNch was 
late- identified as an ancient Xixia 
city. The Heishmcheng literature, 
whch s about various aspects 
of Xixia society, was regarded a 
milestone discovery m ancient 
literary artifacts. 

Among Meishucheng lit 
erature. researchers discovered 
Tiansbeng Gaijiu Xiridv^ Lytiftqg 
or "The new laws m the years of 
Tiansheng (1149-1159) nxidi- 
fed from the cld zre . ft sthe 
longest, most delated ar id best 
preserved code of laws that s 
known of Xixia.

The cede records Xixia ex 
changed with nut only surruund- 
ing regimes but also Central and 
even West Asa though tribute, 
market faws and mutual trades 
along the Slk Road.

Ard f ndrgs on Xjxw Imperial 
To r ibs may rescr ia«e wit!’ the 
recordings

On the outer wall of Mauso­
leum No. 3 arc shaped corner 
towers may tdl its possible 
inspiration from sinriar battle 
merit*, in West Asia whde most 
such structures in ancient Chna 
were suuare shaped. 

Sculptures of Kaavnka a 
fantastical immortaf with a bed's 
torso also rested cn the roef of 
mausoleti’n structures. Ckxltxaui 
ally known as an e«qusrte scunc 
bird and believed to cognate 
from Inrta. ths deity image 
appeared m other key BuddfiM 
sites m the rest of Chna following 
bcximirig trade on ttw SIR Road

4^
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BY FANG AIQING 
■nd YUAN HUI

Inner Mongolia, once a land of nomads, now offers 
summer retreats and delicious cuisine

The Ikwiershaped ntofflaai 
snriatj'e dsn of Hohnot inner 
Mangala dutoncmcus njgm 
R»CMC€DT0CMM DALY

"The yurt like Sky I >CKls the 
vast green lanc within 3eceath 
its a^ure canopy. the infinite 
wildemess thrws. The wd 
bends the grass low. revealing 
sheep and cows"

For many Chinese, tliese lyrts 
from a Seng of the Northern Dy 
nasty (386-581) brrg to mnd 
the Chdechuan the plains of the 
Chle (Tiele) people, a north­
ern nomadic tnbe that once 
lived at the foot of the Yinshen 
Moirtars in wat is now ^ner 
Mongolia autonomous region. 

For anyone keen on catching 
a glimpse of majestic grass­
lands. Inner Mongolia beckons 
as an inevitable opben The au 
toromeus region rs like a crown 
capping the country at its very 
nertr- stretchy about 1.500 
mJers from east Id west 

This expansive terran. most 
of rt per died on a plateau mere 
than 3200 ft aoove sea level, 
beasts varied lancscapes — terr 
per are prairie, alpine meadow 
arid desert steppe - framed by 
dense forests to its east. *611116 
plains in the south and a sprawl 
irg sea of cunes n the west 

Simmer's coptous rainf.il 
revives the grasslerds. Vans 
forming them into lush green 
canvases. Wildflowers bloom, 
livestock jpa/e, wetlands glisten, 
and re sjo paints the sky wit** 
gulden and ccher hues

■ ttaHwww

$

Sign’.seerg 
trams shuttle 
thraugMh! 
i'asstend in 
Husrghuqgcu 
PMtowFtower 
Rannei. 
a popular 
surrrrrr 
fetawar r> 
Lfaancpb. 

<jintu/foh 

CHMAOM.Y

Because of a lack o* records. 
Il a hare to tell where exact y 
the extensive land of CMte 
chuan was located. However 
throughout history the Ymshan 
Mountains have lidd important 
geographeal and strategic 
sway Extending more than 
746 miles east-west in central 
Inner Mongolia and northern 
Hebei province, they marked 
the bexmdary of subhumid and 
semiard chmates and delineat 
ed the divide between agricul 
tural and nomadic crvitzations 

Hence, war, trade and cultural 
integration all took place here 
Pcrtons of the Great Wai and 
border tewvrs were butt across 
dynasties Artifacts that blend 
numerous cultural styles were 
discovered Lunes cl pcetry were 
passed down, 

Over the years, 7hang 
Wenpmg director of Hohhot s 
institute at cultural relics and 
arc naeclogy n Inner Mcngo 
lia’s regional capital. has been

stucying the northern nomadic 
tribes that historically thrived in 
Honhot. once called Sneng*e 

In 258 the Xianbei tribes set 
tied song the banks of the Dahei 
River and buK the cty ol Stiengle 
as trer winter base The regirre 
later established its capital there, 
gracuaity campagned south 
war l1 end eventually founded the 
Northern Wei Dynasty (386 
534). ruling ever some core parts 
of the Central Plans region and 
promoting ciJtural integration. 

The Chile tribes were a sc 
known as Gauche, named for 
the large wheeled carts they 
used to travel through tall grass, 
thek snow and marshanos 
After tfie Chile were defeated by 
the Xianbe- people m the early 
f tth century, they served as 
border guaros for V*e Nott hern 
Wei Dynasty around the Ynshan 
Mountains area, north of its 
agricultural rones. Zhang says 

The iyncs at the start c» this 
article were part d a pastoral 
seng in the Xian be i tankage that 
has been lost to time. It tHts of 
tne unculating hliy grasslands 
on wtveh Chile •'orrekis iiertied. 
with stones' whrte tufty herbage 
that grew later ttian regular 
grass As *-erders race gallcpirg 
horses, the sheep and cows in 
t^e distance seemed to vansh 
and reappear armd ttie swaying 
grass rusting in the wind 

Today a restored plain just 9 
m- les from downtown Hchhct 
re creates that v»ion. Set 
against t"e backdrop of the 
towering Daqing Mountains, 
part of the Yinshan range, this 
area has been developed since

kA

A__.
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Young entrepreneurs 
thrive in Changsha

The 
Chfechuan 
G-assierd in 
HoWXJtlt* 
perfect spot 
tor visitors

• I :l:- vr ink 
~ authentic 
a local culture 
I XUTMj/n*» 
I ertfeAMJLY

Thete deficate. fuwer -shaped 
tuns steamed or pan fned 
w4h thin crystal wrapper s and 
savory muttcn f flirg. are often 
eaten wth brick tea 

Wang Zhceang. secretary 
general ol Inner Monger's 
snaomat industry association 
said m a recent interview with 
Hohhot Dafy that the wrap 
pers are made from Bayan 
nuur wheat, the lamb comes 
from XiSin Got and the leeks 
from Tumd Left Banner ft is a 
regional symphony of flavors 
and an apt metaphor for Inner 
Mongobas diverse and inter - 
woven cultural landscape

••T

Online 
•rtatdittieuiieu
by scamrg 
the code.

! Xuth
1 Erfrepcmeuthp 
| Fort of the China 
I (Hunan) Pint Free 
I frade Zone Changsha 
I Area ergaruts a 

| txsness tea r May 
I 2024 pwonocore 
I OHMAOMJr

port system ctianctertrnd by 
"one core ©ark. one service 
ccrtcr and multiple nruha 
ticn Oases.' the rnevabon and 
entrepceneurshp park scans 
14.350 square yards. It provides 
a cnrrprrtMiisrve ncutat ten 
ecosystem enabirg student 
startup teams to p-ngmv. from 
laboratories to the market 

leveraging the park, the 
Xianggang New Area is ac­
celerating a supper! system for 
creative tneubaton and <^dus 
trialization The Yurlu Mountain 
National Universty Science and 
Technology City has estah 
lished 40 incubation bases 
four proof of concept centers 
and e ght p not test bases to act 
the swift market transition of 
research outcomes. 

Changsha dsn extends a 
wekorre to •ntemabonac talent 
The Interna tonal Ybuth Entre­
preneurship ^ort ct the China 
(Hunan) Mot Free Trade Zone 
Chargsha Area. wNch pioneered 
the launch of the entrepreneur 
visa" tor international ytxzh. has 
hre~ offerrg assistance w th 
visas as well as startup supped 

Oqo Rachald. a 26yearold 
entrepreneur from Benin in West 
Africa began hs business at the 
pert after gracbahng from Cen­
tral South Unrversity in 2024 

■fve found that Changsha 
is fun of diverse opportunities." 
sa<J Racnald 

Rachad was awarded thr 
first ’entrepreneur visa by the 
FT7 Changsha area In 2024. 
and *e established a company 
trading n agnetAural machinery 
between Hunan and Benn 

’ want to create a orand for 
Atr-can agricultural products 
and be its spokesperson 
myself; Rachald said, express­
ing hopes to deepen economic 
and trace cooperation between 
Hunan and Africa

BY YUAN SHENQGAO 

Changsha. capital of Centra 
China's Hunan province is eften 
hated as a metiepubs that 
never steeps due tc its nghttime 
economy. But the city's devdoo- 
ment goes beyond consumer 
spending. it a so thrives on its 
capacity to attract young entre 
preneurs to simulate nr Kwatiu** 
and technctegjcai acvwcement 

Hu Tau founder of Cft^ngsha 
Feish Tech~olcgy pursued 
remote dr-wng technology in 
Changsha after eemng his 
master s deg-ee from Hunan 
University m 2020 He estao 
I shed lis company at ttie Hurtcri 
XianfiJii’ng New Area Colege 
Students' Innovation and Entre 
Dreneurship Part 

Growing up in a mopg area 
r Oenzhcu. He dr earned of 
replacing miners vwtti mtdlgenl 
machines'Having seen the 
tractor perform tasks under 
remote cortny. it became clear 
that many ridustriai sectors still 
operate m challenging envron 
meats, if ntdlgent operations 
could replace manual lacor. 
there cxxild be significant mar 
ket potential" he said 

In just three years. He led his 
team to complete and deiver 
nearly 1,000 remote control 
systems, txrging the vision of 
unmanned vetuce operatori 
to life Now. Feishi has become 
a key technology parl”er fur 
industry giants such as Sany 
Heavy Ecuiprnent and Huawei 
Additionally, its innovative 
solutions have won more than 
10 prestgious awards at home 
and abroad. 

"From technology develop 
ment to market entry, the park 
always anticipates cur needs m 
advance.’ Hr said

As an integral part of the 
Xiangjiang New Ama's sup

TTetlaadari 
testaairs 
anannMi 
sumer 
ctkCrXciiol 
theUcngdan 
ethiKgrcup 
encnmpsssrg 
CTrWM 
conpetilions 
and a fltswrr 
cf IradXcrtf 
rxscare 
canceZKj 
ANGOON/ 
cnruOMLY

EL5A0-'1K

2012 into a leisure retreat 
Visitors stroll, cycle and 

camp here enjoying a pastoral 
mt edude dose to urban life 

The Chtechuan Grassland 
seeks to revive the memories 
that historically defined the 
feme of Hohhot at the foot 
of the Yrshan Mountains: a 
former frontier of dynastic 
governance and the gradual r> 
tegration of northern nomadc 
trbes mto Ovn&se civilization. 

About 90 minutes’ drive 
from Hoi-hot. 25C rrues or 
so from Reding lies a writ 
preserve aptne meadow 
thr Khmlemhil Grassland, 
in lAaanqab. scanning the 
eastern slopes of the Daqing 
fountains at an average eleva 
ton of 6390 ft

At its western end lies 
Huanghuaguu (Yellow Flower 
Ravine) a 6-mile stretch with a 
depth of 980 ft . popular with 
summer toursts 

Sightserng trams shuttte 
through the grassland as wind 
turbines spin m the distance 
Animals graze, undisturbed by 
the intrrmittc~1 grass waves in 
the w nd or the beefing shad­
ows of passrg clouds 

Close by, wMdf towers Durst 
into ww — white, yellow, p«nk. 
blue and purple — seme tai 
and pro„d. others tiny and deli 
cate, dancing in the breeze.

Of counc no visit is oom 
piete without sampfng the local 
flavors While detote rqgrs cw 
where inner Mongolia’s best 
limb r» foind anc how it should 
be cooked. Ho”hot preudy 
champcns sts own specialty: 
shacvrwr also know- 3$ shuma'

The sight 
d horses 
gaiepng 
across tbi 
eifMsive 
grasslands 
is an conic 
linage 

■ dinner 
B Mongolia 

Mowaw 
CHINA DAU
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Hundreds of milkxis of years 
ago this land was a vast sea m 
its Htoral areas, risers carried 
vast amounts of cuartz rich 
sedkrierit from the land, which 
steadi y settled and built up 
over time. On the seabed huge 
amounts of carbonate mate 
rial were deposited, mixed with 
mud and sand

Over eons of tectorw shifts, 
what were once oceans have 
transformed into land, creat­
ing a wodc of peerless and 
spectacular natural beauty in 
the west of Hunan province 
Two big rivers, the Yuanjiang 
and the Ltshui. run across the 
land bordered by the Wuhng 
Mounta<n$ to the northwest 
and the Xuefeqg Mountains to 
the southeast.

Tha area ta now cased 
Xiangxi. which, from north 
to south, mainly includes 
Zhangpape Xiangxi Tu|ia and 
Miao autonomous prefecture 
and Huaihua 

In this arid rivers flow like 
the sweetest poetry, and 
rugged rock formations add 
to the beauty of a region nch 
In the cultures of many ethnic 
groups

Ethnic groups celebrate their cultures 
in a gem that many have yet to discover

BY YANO YANG 

■nd HE CHUN

1

More than 2 OCX) years ago 
ttie poet Qu Yuan was exiled by 
the king of the Chu state to t*e 
Yiianjiang River basin Jour­
neying upstream he arrived 
in Huaihua. passing through 
Xupu. where the Xushui River 
joined ttm Yuanjkang River 

When he entered Xupu. 
seeing towering mountam 
and the rushing waters of the 
Xushui River, he exclaimed 
“Entering Xupu, I wander hesi­
tantly; lost. I know not where 
togo“

In Huaihua. Qu wrote 
masterpieces such as L/sao 
JAanwen. Sheyiangand Shari- 
gui *4ere. toe. he pioneered 
the tradition uf Chinese 
romantic poetry thus creating 
Hua -ua s reputation as the 
'source of poetry’ 

For thousands of years 
Xiangxi has been an inovsrve 
region where ethnic groups 
have thrived

Now. people of various eth­
nic groups account fax more 
than 64% of the pepukaticn of 
about 82 million. Zhangirape 
is tlie cultural center of the 
Tujia ethnic group: Jishou. the 
capital of the autonomous 
prefecture, is the cultural cen 
ter of the Miao ethnic group

T;arrwn Mountain. <hcAenge 
yoursefr cm the g Uss wakwary. 3rd 
drib the 999 Steps to Terrien 
Mountain.

• Rertormurices hVlUxipwfi 
the show ftevnaf Lsic atZhanga 
/n presents kxal cultire th'Ugh 
Urge-scale song end nonce The 
Ctarrnvv performance 
ohm 3 gti vpse iito the nch TXk 
(xetoms of wester n Hunan.

* Nghttte: feke a nght tour ot 
Xibu Str Wt v^iwe you can buy 
hsrdrrjoe crafts such as 1 Asa 
embwtery.

Getting there
tocicor. fl/to^JtfrgjJkecrteiie 

a l«gh-six*d tz an from most bg 
cities n Chna From the airport or 
trari station to ti e city o=i ter a ta>i 
costa about 30 yuan 
TrampoKation

Zfrtfrgjqe oty center a close 
to Tianmen Mcurrtan. about a 
LCl mnute tan ode B taxes atcut 
50 nx-mtes to teori the c4y
center to ‘.‘Anngyu.in scene area 
w4h cptexns nduci-K Ivies and 
ndetvMihg services. 
Accommodation

It you plan to wsit Tiarrrcr 
Mountain you can stay new the 
lower stater of the Tianmem 
Mountain Catfewoy. frU- trey afso 
ccrsder stay ng rear the tus st j 
bori far a cost-efledrre cptmn 

Wtimgyuzn r. another aaccm 
rnccabcn teben X.bu Street left 
many jttrzetae ms near which 
yOucanexpenenoethetusUni 
ngrt market and taste toc.il 
defecates 
Ac’tvrhcs 

•Nefcjraf attractcns &vw 
ZhahgKue s itimrg p«v*5 and 
wsfees Eipenence the worfcTs 
longest maurtar cataeway at

I



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/28/2026 1:19:55 PM

ADVERTISEMENT

1 I ♦

p

F

Tao Yuanming a poet an 
essayist in the Eastern J<n

the Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
The land's mystique is
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reinforced by the traditional 
practices of ethnic groups in 
their rituals of worsn»pong 
deities and of funerals. 

In 1988 the core scene 
area of 7hangjiajie was 
named /»bimgyuan. where 
people see peak forests shoot 
skyward ♦rom n&wnere and 
on ckxxfy days, giant rocks 
covered by lush plants heat in 
the av, an Aspiration for the 
floating f--a»elu|an Mountains 
in James Cameron s 2009 
blockbuster Avatar

Dynasty (317 420). wrote in 
an essay about a person in 
Wulingyuan who accidentally 
found a utopia — a land of 
peach blossoms outside re 
world.

7«bkngyuan later often ap 
peered as a symbol of utopia 
m works by poets such as Li 
Bai. Du Fu and Wang Wei in 

student at Indiana Jmve<sity 
of Pennsylvania, made special 
note of the historc buildings 
he had seen "I’ve been very 
much impressed wth the art 
and the architecture, such as 
the Forbidden Oy. Learning the 
symbolsm behind it and know­
ing how they're preserved and 
respected is really inspring. It 
puts tMe past and the present 
together in a realy unique way." 

Apart from getting a taste 
of the long history of Chrese 
ov iization. the students also 
experienced how trch-olqgi 
cal ^novation is transformng 
people s live® and leading to 
industrial advances At a show 
room in Be png of the Chinese 
etectrc auto maker Nio. the 
Students checked out various 
e«ec tre vehicle models and 
saw how art.ficial intelligence 
techrcloge5 have been inte­
grated into voice assistants and 
autonomous cr wing systems 

Wiltarn Crow, a Norwegian 
studyng at the University of 
Oslo, said he was mpressed 
with Ctvna's tast-cevetoprg EV 
meustry 'Just the idea that a car 
ca- have an operating system 
like a phone is very impressive. 
You can download an app to 
watch a move a your car We got 
to sit-n the car ard t^ey put on 
some movie with a rcilrr coaster 
theme and the car stared to tn 
to the left and ngh* alongside the 
movie, which is just amazirg,*

Row of Wyoming $a»d The 
cities are for s-re diftetent. but 
in some way they have the same 
rhythm. When you look at the 
people of Chna and the peoclr 
ot the U.S., there are not a whole 
lot of d ffcrenccs The core prin 
□pies anc the mcrals ot each 
person berg cutgorg ft entity, 
having integrity. as tar as I can 
tdl lock pretty much the same”

and Huaihua the cultural 
center of the Dong ethnic 
group

In Ybngshun county. the 
ruins ot Laosicheng are 
what remain of the pinnacle 
of power of the Tupa ethnic 
group in the Xiangxi region 
Laosicheng. the political, eco 
nomic. cultural and rvwbtary 
center of the Tusi ctwftain 
system since the 13th cen­
tury. is now a UNESCO World 
Cultural Heritage site, a place 
w«re visitors can experience 
Tupa ethmc culture. 

Despte their differences 
people from various ethrwc 
groups live harmoniously 
together, celebrating the* 
cultures co spec -al occasions 
and in tfie* caily lives, and 
respecting the cultures of 
their peers. 

At regular fairs that fafl on 
fixed days in different towns, 
women wear beautiful ethne 
clothes and defecate decora 
toons while bargaining for 
goods with vendors, speak­
ing dialect that can strike 
the uninitiated ear as highly 
meloccus

Apart from being inclusive, 
diverse and poetic. Xiangxi is 
also a pace of mystery

a poet and
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Tour of discovery 
reveals real deal
■ Y XU NUO

Cultural exchange programs 
for yoirg people hern across 
the world to visit China are en­
abling them to experience the 
country's culture firsthand 

The Discover China Program 
organized this year by Beijing 
Foreign Studies University 
for tfie second year runring, 
was split into two parts, one 
attended by 13 university stu­
dents from the Jnrtec States 
and the other by 37 students 
from European countries 

This year's program included 
lectures cn Chnas economic 
and technological develop­
ment. arc diplomat c policies 
as wel as visits to historicat 
and cultural landmarks arc 
compariES n Beijing. Xi'an. 
Shaanxi province, and Hang 
zhou, Zhejiang province. 

“I've always been inter­
ested in China." said one of the 
participants Ashley Blake. a 
sophomore student in social 
sciences at Harvard Unrversrty. 

Blake said she has studied 
Chinese <y two years anc de 
cided to anchor her academic 
focus on East Asia especially 
China, and to "do some global 
cooperation'' to tell Chinese 
stones that people can engage 
and connect wth The program 
offered her tfie opportunity Io 
see anc experience real Chinese 
culture anc forge partnerships 
witt', Chrn?se peope. she sac 

Another tour participant. 
Wiliam Rose, of the University 
of Wyoming, said future genera 
tens will need to understand 
one another. "I think countries 
shculd work together in what 
ever ways they can. becisuse 
each country has -ts own set 
of unque properties that is 
beneficial for everybody" 

Joshua Calardrelia. a PhD
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In the verdant hills of Xish- 
uangbanna, Yunnan province, 
where the Jino ethn ic group has 
lived in relative isolation for cen­
turies, Du Yun’s latest project, 
The Ocean Etched in the For­
est, finds its roots. This work, 
which blends the ancient folk 
traditions of the Jino people with

tory, and Harvard University, 
and now lives in New York and 
is a professor of composition at 
the Peabody Institute of Johns 
Hopkins University.

For Du this project is about 
much more than music; it is an 
exploration of identity, heritage 
and the power of storytelling

to make baskets and mats, with 
modern theatrical techniques, 
adding a visual and dynamic 
layer to the performance.

According to Jino legend, the 
creatorgoddessmadeaboyand 
a girl and placed them inside a 
large drum to survive a natu­
ral disaster. The two children

den love. In The Ocean Etched in 
the Forest, Du reimagines this 
song, blending it with her own 
compositions and melodies 
while endeavoring to stay true 
to its original spirit.

Crouch brought his vision to 
life by crafting two large pup­
pets from local materials to rep­
resent the tragic lovers of The 
Shell Song. This form of inter­
active storytelling blends the 
materials of the Jino people’s 
daily Iives, such as bamboo used

culture and modern innovation.
The Ocean Etched in the For­

est had its world premiere on 
Oct. 12 as part of the 28th Beijing 
Music Festival. The production 
will travel to the Lincoln Center 
for the Performing Arts in New 
York on Nov. 7, a significant step 
in Du’s mission to take the Jino 
people’s rich cultural heritage to 
global audiences.

Du is an alumna of the Shang- 
hai Conservatory of Music, 
Oberlin College and Conserva-

leadership styles and profes­
sional expertise, and paving 
the way for future generations 
of women to pursue careers in 
many industries.

Wang Fang, chief financial 
officer of Embraer China, has 
worked for several multina­
tional companies throughout 
her career and joined the China 
branch of the Brazilian aircraft 
maker Embraer SA as a credit 
specialist and financial analyst. 
Success is primarily measured 
by performance and capability, 
with the emphasis placed on an 
individual’s contributions, not 
their gender, she said.

The number of female inter­
net entrepreneurs in China has 
risen over the years, too, and 
the country now has about 40 
million female scientists and 
technicians, accounting for 
more than 45% of the total, the 
Zhongguancun Forum Annual 
Conference was told last year.

Wang Lijuan, head of opera­
tions, performance and digital 
at Airbus Beijing Engineering 
Center, has been driving the 
company’s digital transforma­
tion since 2023. Fueled by her 
passion for technology, she is 
dedicated to building smarter 
operational platforms that 
empower engineers and unlock 
their creative potential.

“I have always believed that 
skills and curiosity transcend 
gender. Every challenge is a 
chance to learn new technolo­
gies, explore new fields, and 
keep expanding my horizons.”

More women are also filling 
the ranks of emerging occupa­
tions such as food delivery that 
were once dominated by men. 
Amid the hustle of their daily 
rides, they are redefining their 
sense of self-worth and reshap­
ing their social roles.

From 2022 to 2024 the num­
ber of female riders in China 
rose markedly, even if the Chi­
nese on-demand delivery com­
pany Meituan says that women 
account for less than 10% of its 
riders.

■II

Through this collaboration 
Du and Crouch were inspired to 
create a space in which the Jino 
people’s deep connection to the 
land, forest and their profound 
ecological awareness could find 
new life, echoing across time 
and borders.

One of the Jino folk songs that

She said she is very glad to see 
China and other states “who 
have kept this flame alive”.

Hosting a second historic 
conference in Beijing is a 
reminder of the shared respon­
sibility to deliver on women’s 
rights, she added.

Anita Amorim, head of the 
International Labour Organi­
zation’s Emerging and Spe­
cial Partnerships Unit, said 
that in the context of South- 
South cooperation, women’s 
empowerment offers a stra­
tegic lever for resilience and 
shared growth, while noting 
that the Global Leaders' Meet­
ing on Women has served as 
both a celebration of progress 
and a critical point of reflec­
tion on the persistent gaps in 
women’s rights and empower­
ment worldwide.

Amorim said that over the 
years, the ILO has cooperated 
with China through South- 
South cooperation, bringing 
tangible benefits to countries 
in the Global South, especially 
in the Asia-Pacific region, in 
promoting employment, skills 
development and social pro­
tection, while promoting wom­
en’s entrepreneurship and gen­
der equality.

Nahla Haidar El Addal, head of 
the UN Committee on the Elimi­
nation of Discrimination against 
Women, highly praised Xi’s 
advocacy of supporting women 
in shouldering more responsi­
bilities, engaging deeply in glob­
al governance and sharing the

fruits of governance.
She pointed out that the key 

challenge in the current global 
governance system lies in the 
lack of coordinated, unified, 
clear and well-defined rules and 
a procedural framework, which 
makes it difficult for countries 
to form synergy in their actions. 
Therefore, she stressed that 
building international consen­
sus and improving governance 
rules are of critical importance.

Russel Harland, deputy 
branch secretary and interna­
tional relations officer of the 
Surrey County branch of UNI­
SON, one of the largest trade 
unions in the United Kingdom, 
said he believes that China is 
giving vital impetus to the fight 
against gender inequality by 
embeddingthe shared respon­
sibility to advance women’s 
development, such as urging 
tangible and accessible policies 
to channel more quality health 
and educational resources to 
all women.

He noted that Xi’s invigorat- 
ingwords are in line with China’s 
Global Development Initiative, 
which calls for staying commit­
ted to development as a priority.

President Pro Tempore of 
the Liberian Senate Nyonblee 
Karnga-Lawrence said, “Chi­
na’s commitment of $10 million 
to UN Women is highly signifi­
cant for African nations, many 
of which are already partnering 
with the international organiza­
tion to empower women.

“We look forward to this part­
nership and hope that small 
countries, in particular, will ben­
efit from it," she added.

-JI HAISHENG, XING Yl AND YANG WANLI

to use this work to bring ancient 
traditions into the present.

The Jino are keepers of an 
ancient oral tradition passed 
down through songs that 
recount the histories, emotions 
and myths of their people.

Du, alongside the director and 
designer Julian Crouch, her long­
time collaborator, journeyed to 
Baduo village in Xishuangbanna 
and spent time with Jino people, 
finding out about their music, 
stories and way of life.

-v

resident Xi Jinping’s 
keynote speech at the 
opening ceremony of 

the Global Leaders’ Meeting on 
Women has drawn widespread 
acclaim from foreign partici­
pants and overseas experts, 
who welcomed his proposals as 
a pivotal step toward accelerat­
ing gender equality and wom­
en’s empowerment worldwide.

They said the convening of the 
meeting holds milestone signifi­
cance, demonstrating China’s 
global leadership in promoting 
and protecting human rights 
and development, and advanc­
ingwomen’s status.

“Women play an important 
role in creating, promoting 
and carrying forward human 
civilization. And the interna­
tional community has a shared 
responsibility to advance the 
cause of women," Xi empha­
sized in his address.

He made four proposals, call­
ing for collective efforts to fos­
ter an enabling environment for 
women’s growth, propel high- 
quality developmentfor women, 
strengthen governance frame­
works to protect women’s rights 
and enhance global cooperation 
on gender equality.

Recalling the Fourth World 
Conference on Women held in 
Beijing 30 years ago, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Amina J. Mohammed 
underscored the pioneering 
role of the Beijing conference, 
noting that it lit "a fire of pos­
sibility” for women worldwide.

fl

flu

Delegates attending the Global Leaders’ Meeting on Women, which was held in Beijing on Oct. 13 and 14, take photos 
of a humanoid robot on Oct. 14 during their visit to the Robot World — a comprehensive robot exhibition center in 
the Beijing Economic Technological Development Area, also known as Beijing E-Town. zou hong / china daily

For decades Chinese worn- and professional barriers grad- 
en have been pushing against ually fade, a growing number of 
boundaries and gender ste- female executives have come 
reotypes in tr;
dominated ir
civil aviation and technology to
food delivery, they have carved
out their own unique niche with
resilience and skill-building.

Their progress has redefined
the realm of possibilities in
male-centric spaces, and they
continue to challenge outdated
norms and broaden opportu­
nities for gender equality in all
kinds of fields.

A growing number of women
have pursued careers as pilots.
Strict gender controls used to
be imposed on pilot recruit­
ment, but now domestic airlines
continue to lift such restrictions.

Just over a decade ago, Chi­
na Southern Airlines had only
five female pilots; today it has
more than 30. Through their
own efforts and guided by the
spirit that women are no less
capable than men, these pilots
have reached new heights with
professionalism and dedication.

While female pilots may not
match their male counterparts
in physical strength, industry
insiders say that many have
increased their daily training to
boost both their physical fitness
and decision-making capabili­
ties.

This year, which marks the
30th anniversary of the 1995
Fourth World Conference
on Women in Beijing, China
co-hosted the Global Lead­
ers’ Meeting on Women with
UN Women on Oct. 13 and 14.
The country has consistently
honored its commitments to
advancing women’s develop­
ment, such as promoting gen­
der equality along with eco­
nomic and social progress.

Over the past 30 years China
has made remarkable strides in
poverty alleviation, healthcare,
education and other key areas
concerning women'swell-being.

Now, fathers who give priority
to caring for children, manag­
ing household responsibilities
and stepping back from tradi­
tional full-time work to support
their families are no longer that
remarkable.

As societal attitudes evolve

Nation’s commitment widely hailed as pivotal 
to accelerating gender equality, empowerment
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A captain 
(left) makes 

flight 

preparations 
in the 
cockpit of 
an aircraft in 
Hefei, Anhui 

province, 
in March 
2024.

HAN SUYUAN / 
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Women push boundaries 
to achieve new heights

I—

People of the Jino ethnic group from 
Yunnan province perform onstage.

PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

gave birth to humanity. As a 
symbol of reverence, the Jino 
people hang the sacred drum 
in the air rather than placing it 
on the ground. The drum dance 
was traditionally performed to 
pay tribute to the ancestors.

This sacred drum, which plays 
a central role in the Jino people’s 
cultural ritualsand is an essential 
element of The Ocean Etched in 
the Forest, wi 11 be brought to both 
Beijing and New York.

-CHEN NAN
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More US tourists choose China as destination amid travel rebound
ByMINGMEILI

arbor, Maryland. The confer- region. They may enter China through desig; TOA. “SotI think... there is#still strong optimism (China trips) for one year, so we’re startingto see 
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As global travel rebounds, China is gradually 
recovering as one of the top destinations for US 
tourists.

“China is ready for your courage,” said Ma Yun- 
fei, director of the China National Tourist Office 
in New York, when addressing travel industry 
professionals at the 2025 United States Tour Op­
erators Association Annual Conference & Market-

the pandemic and geopolitical challenges. There 
is huge potential for tourism co-operation be­
tween our two great countries.”

Chen said China continues to adjust flight and 
visa procedures to make it more convenient for 
overseas travellers to visit the country.

“US travellers are increasingly recognising 
that this is a unique opportunity — an expe­
rience of a lifetime, and China is on that list,” 
said Terry Dale, president and CEO of the US-

Shanghai in August, marking a significant boost 
to its local capacity and innovation capabilities.

The project has increased production capacity 
by 50 per cent, enabling the company to better 
meet the surging demand for low-pollution, light­
weight and high-strength materials in China’s 
fast-growing consumer electronics and automo­
tive electrification industries, said Henry Ding, 
president for China at 3M.

Ingersoll Rand Inc, another US-based industrial 
products and solutions provider, noted that over 
95 per cent of its products sold in China are now 
locally manufactured, and that the company’s re­
search and innovation centre in Shanghai is driving 
innovation tailor-made for the Chinese market.

“Our growth plan during the 15th Five-Year 
Plan (2026-30) period is not merely to expand our 
presence, but to evolve into an indispensable part­
ner in China’s high-quality development journey,” 
said Arnold Li, the group’s senior vice-president.

“We will continue to expand our local footprint 
by investing where our customers are growing, 
particularly in new industrial clusters,” Li said.

FedEx Corp, the US-based express transporta­
tion service provider, introduced nonstop cargo 
flights connecting its Asia-Pacific hub at Guang­
zhou Baiyun International Airport in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong province, with Penang International 
Airport in Malaysia in mid-November. Operating 
five times a week, the new service is designed to 
enhance its intra-Asia network to meet grow­
ing trade demand between China and Southeast 
Asia, increasing connectivity, capacity and agility 
for Chinese businesses.

“The growing trade dynamics between China 
and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations is 
driving greater demand for efficient logistics ser­
vices,” said Poh-Yian Koh, president of FedEx China. 
To address this trend, FedEx will continue to en­
hance its intra-Asia network and service capabili­
ties, strengthening connectivity between Chinese 
businesses and Southeast Asian markets, she said.

though travellers are increasingly drawn to local, 
authentic cultural experiences, Atkinson said.

Educational travel is also regaining momen­
tum. An increasing number of young travellers 
have been travelling to China in recent years.

“What you are seeing is a continued resur­

gence of interest in Asia overall,” said Brian 
Hoyt, vice-president of communications and 
industry relations at EF World Journeys. “Chi­
na represents a massive opportunity for more 
North Americans.”

Hoyt noted that his agency, which has run in­
ternational education programmes for decades, 
focuses on giving participants the experience 
of “learning about the destination”. Meanwhile, 
visitors are not only looking to travel around the 
country, but also for an in-depth experience that 
immerses them in the destination.

“Some of these pro-tourism policies that have 
been developed in recent history are opening the 
door again for more and more Americans — for 
students all the way up to adults — who want to 
learn more about Chinese culture. You want to 
learn what it’s like to live like a local in China,” 
he said.

Liu Siqiang, vice-president of Winhere Auto­
Part Manufacturing Co Ltd, a manufacturer of 
brake discs, brake drums and brake pads for 
automobiles in Yantai, Shandong province, said, 
“We believe that a healthy and stable China-US 
economic relationship serves as a common aspi­
ration and crucial foundation for business devel­
opment in the two countries.” Through concerted 
efforts on both sides, Liu said, China and the US 
can not only unlock greater opportunities for 
their businesses, but also inject fresh impetus 
into global economic stability and prosperity.

US business leaders also said that the emerging 
signs of stabilisation — from policy adjustments 
to business sentiment — point to a cautiously im­
proving outlook for China-US economic ties, with 
businesses on both sides standing to benefit from 
renewed momentum.

Jim Sutter, CEO of US Soybean Export Council, 
said that the organisation strives to provide Chi­
nese customers with stable and predictable deliv­
eries of US soya beans. “Beyond traditional food 
and feed uses, soy is now being applied in cutting- 
edge industrial sectors, including bio-based plas­
tics, adhesives, lubricants, tyres, shoes, coatings, 
fire retardants and even sustainable construction 
materials,” said Sutter. These innovative applica­
tions align closely with China’s goals for green 
manufacturing and circular economy develop­
ment, offering new dimensions for China-US soy 
collaboration rooted in technology and environ­
mental stewardship, he added.

Sean Stein, president of the US-China Business 
Council, said that most US companies remain 
deeply committed to the Chinese market. He noted 
that several US firms are “increasing their reliance 
on China as a production base for the Chinese mar­
ket and other global markets, because they know 
what they get — a stable investment climate”

One such enterprise is US industrial compa­
ny 3M. It launched an expansion project for its 
tape production line at a manufacturing site in

¥

or Xiong Xujia, the wait started along­
side the China-US trade talks in Ge­
neva, which later shifted to London, 
Stockholm and Madrid, resulting in a

monthslong spiral of uncertainty.
For Xiong, a foreign trade manager at Ningbo 

Tianxiang Electrical Appliances Co Ltd, a cook­
ware manufacturer based in Ningbo, Zhejiang 
province, as well as her bosses and the company’s 
clients in the United States, the May-September 
period turned into a season of uneasy waiting.

With each round of talks, they were glued to 
the television screens, refreshing news alerts on 
their mobile phones, searching for even the faint­
est sign that tensions might ease. That moment 
finally arrived when China released the outcomes 
of the Kuala Lumpur talks in late October, where 
both sides reached a consensus on tariff adjust­
ments and export controls — a breakthrough that 
offered Chinese manufacturers, US retailers and 
consumers a badly needed reprieve.

“With the latest round of China-US economic 
and trade talks producing a series of substantive 
outcomes and areas of consensus, we are more 
convinced that openness and co-operation are the 
path to shared success,” said Xiong.

She said the company will continue to meet 
clients’ expectations with high-standard products 
and reliable services, broaden its engagement with 
the US market, and pursue higher-quality growth 
through deeper, mutually beneficial co-operation.

Despite a decline in bilateral trade, economic ties 
between the two countries remain substantial. The 
US is still China’s third-largest trading partner, with 
bilateral trade reaching 3.69 trillion yuan ($514.66 
billion) from January to November and accounting 
for 8.9 per cent of China’s total foreign trade, ac­
cording to the General Administration of Customs.

Market watchers said the outcome of the Chi­
na-US economic and trade talks in Malaysia dem­
onstrated both sides’ commitment to stabilising 
one of the world’s most important economic rela­
tionships, setting the two countries’ business ties 
on a firmer, more predictable footing.

This suggests not only a mutual willingness, 
but also a tangible ability, to steer the relationship 
back onto a more stable trajectory, said Liu Ying, 
a researcher at Renmin University of China’s 
Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies.

Peng Bo, a researcher at the Chinese Academy 
of International Trade and Economic Cooperation, 
said that genuine, long-term normalisation will 
require both sides to follow through on their com­
mitments and keep communication channels open 
and functioning. He added that it is both necessary 
and feasible for the two countries to build a work­
able framework for peaceful coexistence.
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expanded visa-free access to 240 hours, upgraded
digital payment systems and strengthened part­
nerships among local travel agencies, urging
them to “not just sell trips, but co-create experi­
ences” Ma said.

Citizens of 55 countries, including the US,
may transit through China using the 240-hour
visa-free transit policy if they hold valid in­
ternational travel documents and tickets with
confirmed dates and seats to a third country or

place in National Harbor, Maryland. The confer- region. They may enter China through desig; TOA. “SoeI think... there is.still strong optimism 
ence’s theme, “Couragt
renewed intemation;

China welcomed 132 million foreign visits in
2024, with nearly $94.2 billion in tourism spend­
ing, recovering to nearly 97 per cent of pre-COV-
ID-19 levels, according to the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism.

To encourage international visitors, China has
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A vehicle 
production 
line at a 
plant 
in Xiangtan, 
Hunan 
province.
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Visitors check 
out the booth 
of ARO pumps, 
a brand under 
Ingersoll
Rand, during 
the IE Expo 
China 2025 in 
Shanghai, on
April 21. shi hua/
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Outcome of talks in Malaysia hailed as stabilising links 
between the world’s two largest economies

without the burden of equipment deprecia­
tion, Chen said.

“These trends reflect broader shifts in young 
consumers’ values, as they pursue experience­
based consumption and ‘lightweight’ entre­
preneurship,” he said. “Photography rentals 
suit travel vlogging, gaming rentals enhance 
social interaction, and technology rentals sat­
isfy the desire to experiment.”

The website has also introduced innovative 
services to meet evolving demand. A “consign­
ment rental” model, for example, unlocks in­
come from previously idle equipment. Own­
ers can consign their unused equipment to the 
platform to rent out, and share profits with 
the company.

“Generation Z and consumers under 30 are 
fundamentally changing the way rental ser­
vices are used,” Chen said. “They value utility 
and experience over ownership, creating di­
verse and fragmented demand that will drive 
industry expansion in the next two to three 
years.”

A total of 38.2 per cent of users rent to test 
products before buying, while 33.7 per cent 
rent to enjoy more variety the consultancy 
Analysys found. Major reasons for renting 
items include concerts, travel, entertainment, 
and work, with baby care, health, and beauty 
emerging as new growth areas.

Li Shuwei, 35, of Tianjin, said she has in­
creasingly relied on rental services to make 
her daily life more convenient.

“Renting allows me to try out different 
household appliances and children’s items 
without having to commit to a purchase,” Li, 
who has a 9-year-old daughter, said.

After giving birth, she began renting not 
only cars and other items short-term, but also 
a wide range of products that suited the fam­
ily’s changing needs, she said.

According to data released by Zhima Rent­
al, the rental platform operated under Ant 
Group’s Zhima Credit, the total transaction 
volume on the platform grew by 71.6 per cent 
year-on-year in the first half of 2025.

Zhima Rental collaborates with over 15,000 
merchants and brands, covering more than 
200 product categories, from consumer elec­
tronics and home appliances to travel and en­
tertainment.

More than 60 per cent of the platform’s 
users are under the age of 30, reflecting the 
growing influence of younger consumers in 
driving China’s rental economy. Zhima Rent­
al reported digital electronics, photographic 
equipment, and outdoor gear have seen the 
fastest growth.

“The rise of the rental economy marks a 
profound shift in the consumption logic of 
the younger generation — from ownership- 
oriented to access-oriented. Young people no 
longer see material possession as the core of 
status or happiness; instead, they focus on 
rich experiences, flexible resource allocation, 
and a fluid way of living,” said Shen Liang, 
an assistant professor at Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University’s Antai College of Economics and 
Management.

“This shift also reflects a more socially re­
sponsible consumption orientation. With the 
rise of sustainable development awareness, 
more young consumers reduce waste and 
extend product life cycles through renting, 
aligning with the principles of the circular 
and sharing economy,” said Shen.
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A hanfu 
enthusiast 
selects garments 
at a rental shop 
in Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province, on
January 29,
2024.
PROVIDED TO

CHINA DAILY
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contemporary attractions — ranging from cut- 
ting-edge technology events like the World Robot 
Contest to iconic experiences such as the Harbin 
Ice and Snow World — are also attracting foreign 
visitors.

Tour operators say they are already seeing a 
measurable recovery in interest in travelling to 
China.

Alison Atkinson, commercial director of Avanti 
Destinations, said, “We’ve been really reselling
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cance of tourism goes beyond economics. The 
“strength” of travel is building people-to-people 
connections, Dale said. “We recognise China as 
a growing market. It’s our job to make it hap­
pen.”

In addition to traditional cultural landscapes,

For Cheng Shuo, 27, an accountant, the 
most pleasurable thing in life is attending live 
music performances. Almost every month, 
Cheng, of Suzhou, Jiangsu province, travels to 
various cities for concerts, music festivals and 
fan events.

Before each show she often rents a video 
camera to record her trip. Online rental plat­
forms offer easy credit-based services, with 
professional cameras costing between 200 
yuan ($28) and 400 yuan a day to rent.

“These things cost tens of thousands of 
yuan, but renting one for a couple of days 
costs no more than 800 yuan,” Cheng said. 
“The process is simple: order online, verify 
your identify, and the camera arrives the next 
day.”

She also rents clothing and accessories to 
match concert themes. “I sometimes rent an 
outfit in a particular shade, or jewellery that 
matches the light sticks and banners.”

In recent years she has also started rent­
ing items for short trips with friends. For in­
stance, she has rented a compact camera for a 
weekend getaway and a drone to capture im­
ages of landscapes.

“It only takes a few minutes to book what I 
need, then it’s delivered to my door, ready to 
use. Later I just pack it up and send it back.”

From renting high-end video equipment 
to trying household goods before buying, 
Chinese consumers, especially young people, 
are increasingly adopting a lifestyle based on 
renting rather than ownership.

The country’s rentals market is expected to 
be worth 71.6 billion yuan this year and nearly 
1 trillion yuan by 2030, the internet consul­
tancy Analysys of Beijing says.

The items rented out range from electronics 
and outdoor gear to fashion and luxury items, 
with smartphones, laptops, cameras and 
drones among the most popular items. More 
than 30,000 businesses are offering rental ser­
vices, the report said.

The rentals website rrzu.com said that dur­
ing the National Day holiday from October 1 
to October 8 the value of its orders for pho­
tography and drone equipment was nearly 
350 per cent higher than in the corresponding 
period last year. Short-term rentals under 90 
days now account for more than 70 per cent of 
bookings, it said, the vast majority of custom­
ers being young people.

“This increase reflects how short-term 
rental services have become the mainstream 
choice for young users seeking convenience 
and flexibility,” said Chen Weijun, brand and 
channel manager for rrzu.com, which has ex­
panded from renting office equipment to now 
covering more than 200 fields.

Chen said he and his team have observed 
three clear trends shaping young people’s 
rental behaviour.

“They increasingly prioritise short-term 
utility over ownership, seek rentals that en­
hance social and experiential activities, and 
make decisions based on convenience and ef­
ficiency, valuing quick ordering, flexible exten­
sions and easy returns.”

Growth is strong in lifestyle categories. In- 
demand items include photographic equip­
ment and drones, gaming consoles, trend- 
driven products, and tools for livestreaming.

Renting enables low-cost experimentation
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and Shanghai — and stay in designated areas 
for up to 10 days.

Chen Chunmei, minister-counsellor for cul­
tural and tourism affairs at the Chinese embassy 
in the US, said: “Tourism between China and the 
US has gradually recovered from the impact of
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Village makes pretty profits from parading parakeets

By CHEN LIANG

RITUAL VESSELS
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Lu says. “In addition to cones, they also feed 
on banyan fruits and the flowers of certain 
trees in the forest. If they’re thirsty, they can 
fly to the Lancang River for a drink.”

During the Derbyan parakeets’ breeding sea­
son from March to May, chicks sometimes fall 
from their nests on the banyan trees, and Wang, 
who worked as a patrolman at the reserve for 
many years and has been a pioneer of the local

Tips
April to October is the ideal window to 

experience Gansu province, though the 
high-altitude sun brings intense UV radia­
tion. Pack a wide-brimmed hat and high-SPF 
sunscreen. Road trips are both convenient 
and rewarding. Car rentals are widely avail­
able in Lanzhou, placing most scenic areas 
within a two-to three-hour drive. High-speed 
rail connects Lanzhou to nearby cities.

ers and photographers, Wang began building 
a three-storey homestay in August last year, 
completing it in April. The building can host 
23 guests, offering them the opportunity to 
observe Derbyan parakeets at eye level from 
the rooftop, just 20 metres away.

Wang charges 150 yuan ($21) per person for 
a day’s accommodation, which includes three 
meals and visits to his bird hides.

B

boxes and a water trough to cater to the par­
akeets’ breeding and drinking needs within 
the reserve. This installation has attracted 
flocks of Derbyan parakeets that have been 
observed drinking and playing there. In 
2023 the nest boxes attracted three pairs of 
Derbyan parakeets to settle and breed.

Mangba remained largely unnoticed by 
Chinese bird-watchers until 2008, when two

■

students from Southwest Forestry University 
in Kunming, Yunnan, visited the area to sur­
vey birds. During their stay, they lodged with 
Wang, a reserve patrolman then. The students 
were captivated by the Derbyan parakeets and 
the rich diversity of bird species around the 
village, prompting them to base their degree 
dissertations on their observations in Mangba, 
Wang says.

In 2012 Wang established Mangba’s first 
bird hide — a camouflaged shelter designed 
to observe birds up close without disturbing 
them — in a patch of forest near the village. 
Every day he visited the hide, leaving food and 
water to attract wild birds. Gradually, various 
bird species began to frequent the hide, draw­
ing bird-watchers from across the country. In­
spired by Wang’s success, other families in the 
area set up bird hides, turning the activity into 
a thriving local business.

There are now 15 bird hides available to 
bird enthusiasts, with Wang managing five of 
them. The prime birding season in Mangba 
spans from January to June, he says, coincid­
ing with the local dry season.

“During the dry season, birds are more in­
clined to visit our hides for water and bathing. 
At any of my hides, one can document about 
30 different bird species.”

Mangba has recorded more than 300 wild 
bird species, establishing itself as a destina-

Emperor Huizong of the Song Dynasty is highlighted 
for reforming the ritual system and revival of ancient 
Chinese bronzes at the exhibition in Shanghai.

-

bird-watching business, always steps in to help.
Over the years he has rescued 10 or so baby 

Derbyan parakeets, releasing them back into 
the wild once they matured.

The Nuozhadu reserve has also played a sig­
nificant role in supporting the villagers’ efforts 
in parakeet conservation. Since 2018, Lu says, 
the reserve administration has spent more 
than 500,000 yuan ($70,300) in these efforts.

To enhance the habitat for Derbyan par­
akeets, reserve workers have planted more 
than 500 trees that produce fruits and flowers 
around Mangba that the birds favour, includ-

On both sides, clusters of stone pillars 
soar skyward, ranging from dozens of me­
tres to over 100 metres in height. The tallest 
reach 200 metres — equivalent to a 70-sto- 
rey building — creating an exceptionally dra­
matic landscape.

are scattered throughout the village. These
trees provide ideal shelters for the parakeets.

The village borders Nuozhadu Provincial
Nature Reserve, which spans 18,997 hectares
in Pu’er and of which more than one-third is
covered by Simao pines, says Lu Wen, the re­
serve’s director.

“The seeds of Simao pines are the primary
food source for Derbyan parakeets.”

The parakeets make their nests in the hol­
lows of the old banyan trees. During the day
they leave their home in Mangba to forage in
the nature reserve, returning around sunset.

as the birds are, they otherwise in^ banyan, cherry and Indian coral trees.
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The stone forest is renowned for its diverse 
pillars, peaks and walls shaped by long-term 
weathering and erosion. Many naturally 
formed pillars and rocks take on imaginative 
silhouettes, such as animals, human figures 
and architectural structures, inspiring peo­
ple to craft stories as they drift past.

As the yacht glides through this narrow 
stretch, the waterway tightens, leading deep 
into the gorge. After visitors disembark 
they discover a surprising cultural treasure: 
Bingling Temple Grottoes, carved into the 
cliffs and housing a rich collection of Bud­
dhist art. The site includes 216 caves, hun­
dreds of statues and numerous murals span­
ning multiple dynasties.

As visitors walk deeper into the cliffside 
complex, the true marvel reveals itself: the 
main statue of Bingling Temple, a 27-me- 
tre-tall Buddha carved into the mountain 
during the Tang Dynasty (618-907). The 
sheer scale of the statue, framed by weath­
ered sandstone grottoes, is apt to stop trav­
ellers in their tracks. Sunlight filters into the 
canyon, illuminating the Buddha’s serene 
countenance, which has gazed upon the Yel­
low River for over a millennium. High in the 
cliffs the caves overlook the Buddha statue 
from a vantage point 40 metres above the 
riverbed. Visitors reach them via a series of 
wooden staircases climbing alongside the 

statue.
Yet, the Yellow River’s wonders extend far 

beyond Linxia’s confluence and grottoes. 
As the river continues eastwards, it slices 
through the arid landscapes of Baiyin, a city 
about 200 kilometres away, where another 
geological masterpiece awaits — the Yellow 
River Stone Forest, a national geological 
park.

Here, the landscape shifts from Linxia’s 
water-sculpted limestone to vast, wind- 
carved pillars rising from the desert. It is 
surrounded by rolling hills, desert stretches 
and the constant presence of the Yellow Riv­
er’s winding ribbon.

From Baiyin, an hour’s drive takes trav­
ellers to the geopark, where scenic shuttles 
transport visitors deep into the canyon.

Accommodation
Hotels in Lanzhou offerthe most compre­

hensive facilities, with nightly rates ranging 
from 200 yuan ($28) to 500 yuan. Linxia 
and Baiyin provide more budget-friendly 
options, though amenities tend to be mod­
est. Travellers seeking immersive stays can 
also find village guesthouses near Yellow 
River attractions at less than 100 yuan a 
night.

For the past 54 years Wang Cheng has had 
extremely noisy neighbours, but he’s not com­
plaining. Every day from 5 am to 7 am and from 
5 pm until sunset they fill the air with their chat­
ter, chirps, squawks and trills, as if they couldn’t 
care less about their human cohabitants.

The noisy neighbours in question are a spe­
cies of a medium-sized parrot known as Der­
byan parakeet (Psittacula derbiana). Perched 
on a towering banyan tree right in front of 
Wang’s house, these birds have for generations 
made their home in Mangba, a village in Si­
mao district of Pu’er city in Yunnan province.

Yet for all the great din that these Derbyan 
parakeets create, the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature considers there 
are far too few of them — there are just 300 
or so in Mangba — and has them on its list of 
threatened species.

This is due to the bird’s limited habitat in 
small pockets of evergreen forests in north­
eastern India and parts of Sichuan and Yunnan 
provinces, and Xizang autonomous region.

The villagers of Mangba, home to more 
than 250 people, wouldn’t mind a few more of 
these birds either, given that they have turned 
into something of a money spinner.

The village has become the easiest place in 
China to observe the magpie-sized birds with 
green plumage, black
and pale yellow eyes,; 
photographers and nature enthusiasts from 
far and wide.

“The parakeets have been here for a long 
time, living alongside us,” Wang says. “The 
villagers’ awareness of protecting the banyan 
trees and the birds has been passed down 
through generations.”

By dint of conservation efforts and the ar­
ea’s mild climate, 36 towering banyan trees
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Several
Derbyan 
parakeets sit 
on branches 
of a banyan 
tree in 
Mangba 
village, Pu’er 
city, Yunnan 
province.
CHEN LIANG/ 

CHINA DAILY

he Yellow River, China’s revered 
mother river, begins its journey on 
the snowcapped Qinghai-Tibet Pla­
teau, flowing eastwards with emer­

ald clarity until it reaches the Loess Plateau 
in Gansu province. Here, at the threshold of 
this distinctive landscape, it meets the Tao- 
he River, a major tributary, and undergoes a 
striking shift, taking on the golden hue that 
gives the river its name.

Just 90 minutes by road from Lanzhou, 
capital of Gansu, lies Liujiaxia Reservoir in 
Yongjing in Linxia Hui autonomous prefec­
ture, where the two rivers converge with dra­
matically different qualities.

On summer mornings, when mist drifts 
across the basin, the Yellow River appears 
surprisingly serene — its broad expanse of 
clear water contradicting the common im­
age of a turbulent, muddy flow. By contrast, 
the sediment-heavy Taohe River carries the 
unmistakable yellow hue of the Loess Pla­

teau.
The confluence creates a striking natu­

ral spectacle: a sharp dividing line between 
clear and turbid waters, a phenomenon lo­
cals compare to a yuanyang huoguo, a tra­
ditional Chinese hot pot vessel divided into 
two compartments, each with its own colour.

The best spot to enjoy this spectacle lies at 
the Benchigou viewing platform, a 15-minute 
drive from the confluence. Perched above the 
gorge, visitors enjoy a sweeping panorama: 
the Liujiaxia Bridge arching across the moun­
tains, the merging currents of the two rivers 
flowing beneath, and the fiery-red Danxia for­
mations stretching towards the horizon.

Nearby, a yacht marina offers boat tours 
through the gorge’s striking scenery. The 
hour-long journey takes visitors directly past 
the point where the two rivers meet, allow­
ing close-up views of the water’s transition 
from green to yellow.

Along the way, travellers can encounter 
the extraordinary Bingling Stone Forest, a 
landscape where towering rock formations 
create a surreal scene.
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Chinese bronzeware that captivated museum goers in 
New York for much of the year is now dazzling audiences in 
Shanghai. Following an exhibition at the Metropolitan Mu­
seum of Art in New York from February 28 to September 28, 
the exhibition Recasting the Past: The Ait of Chinese Bronzes, 
1100-1900 opened at the Shanghai Museum on November 11, 
with about 178 pieces or sets of artefacts on display, including 
dozens that have never been displayed to the public.

The exhibition in New York, jointly hosted by The Met 
and the Shanghai Museum, had featured artworks of 15 col­
lections from Asia, Europe and the United States.

The Shanghai exhibition features new scenography and 
select exhibits from the Shanghai Museum collection. It is 
on at Shanghai Museum East until March 16.

The exhibition is of the most epic scale of later Chinese 
bronzes to be held in recent years, both domestically and 
internationally, says Wei Hsin Ying, a research curator in 
the bronze department of the Shanghai Museum and the 
curator of the Shanghai exhibition.

Bronze used as ritual vessels was at its peak era dur­
ing three dynasties: Xia (c. 21st century-16th century BC), 
Shang (c. 16th century-llth century BC) and Zhou (c. 11th 
century-256 BC), she says. It gradually faded from the lime­
light later, until the Song Dynasty (960-1279), when imita­
tions of ancient ritual vessels began to appear.

Bronzeware continued to enjoy great popularity through­
out the subsequent Yuan (1271-1368), Ming (1368-1644) and 
Qing (1644-1911) dynasties, undergoing a functional trans­
formation as trends changed, Wei says.

Their placement gradually shifted from temples and pal­
aces to the studies of the literati and civilian households.

Bronzeware artisanship became increasingly refined. Ar­
tisans drew on a wide range of influences to create more 
diverse and eclectic vessel styles, evolving from simple and 
solemn to exquisite and ornate, ushering in a new era of 
bronze art while reflecting society’s cultural trends.

For a long time these latter-period bronze artefacts were 
often labelled as archaistic and received relatively little at­
tention from the academic world. In recent years, with the 
successive publication of archaeological discoveries, numer­
ous dated artefacts have
been found in collections
around the world. Aca­
demics have conducted
in-depth research, leading
to a progressively mature
understanding of archaic
bronze vessels.

“No single museum can
fully present the complete
story of bronze in China,
so we need an exhibition
like this that brings to­
gether artefacts from all
over the world, centring
on the outstanding collec­
tions of the Shanghai Mu­
seum and The Met,” says Mahamayuri on Peacock 
Lu Pengliang, curator of made in the 15th century is 
Chinese art at The Met. on display at the exhibition

At the opening of the Recasting the Past: The Art 
exhibition in Shanghai, of Chinese Bronzes, 1100- 

Max Hollein, director and 1900 in Shanghai, photos by 
chief of The Met, said: “By gao erqiang / china daily 

focusing on underrepre­
sented, or maybe even
in certain parts, neglected areas of outstanding artistic 
achievements and artistry, we are not only sharing some­
thing new, but are making sure that this art gets the proper 
acknowledgment it deserves.”

The exhibition is in four thematic parts. The first begins 
with imperial bronzes from the reign of two emperors, Hui­
zong of Song and Emperor Qianlong of Qing, who were in­
fluential reformers of the ritual system. It then moves on to 
objects used in memorial ceremonies for ancient sages in 
local counties and sacrificial rites at ancestral clan temples.

A series of bronze bells is highlighted in this part. Four 
belonged to a set of ritual musical instruments, originally 
named Dasheng, that were cast at the order of Huizong in 
1105, following the style of the Spring and Autumn Period 
(770-476 BC). The ancient Bell of Zhejian, made in the same 
period, is displayed alongside an archaistic ritual bell called 
Gu Xi, made in 1761. The Bell of Zhejian comes from the 
Shanghai Museum, and Gu Xi from The Met’s collection. 
Together they tell of the evolution of ritualistic bells in Chi­
na’s imperial history spanning millennia.

The second part explores how the popularity of retro 
led to the commercialisation of bronze production from 
the Southern Song (1127-1279) to Ming dynasties. Master 
artisans emerged in this period, creating vessel forms that 
combined ancient aesthetics with new functions, such as 
censers, vases and ewers.

Part three features Yongle-Xuande gilt-bronze statuary and 
Xuande censers. These artefacts, recognised as outstanding 
representatives of Ming-Dynasty arts and crafts, have had a 
profound and far-reaching influence on later ages.

The final part explains how scholars and aesthetes trans­
formed archaistic bronzes from revered vessels of the state 
into elegant studio furnishings for the leisurely apprecia­
tion of antiquity.

The Met exhibition attracted 300,000 visitors, Hollein 
says. “It was a revelation for audiences in regard to the deep 
understanding of more recent Chinese bronzes, but also a 
celebration of the great collaboration between the Shanghai 
Museum and The Metropolitan Museum.”

Chu Xiaobo, director of the Shanghai Museum, says the 
exhibition marks another milestone in the collaboration 
between the two institutions that dates back to 1980, when 
the Shanghai Museum took part in an exhibition of Chinese 
bronze at The Met.

The Shanghai Museum and The Met are planning further 
collaborations, Hollein says.
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The Bingling Temple Grottoes in Linxia Hui autonomous prefecture, Gansu province, house a collection of Buddhist sculptures and murals, photos provided to china daily
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Clockwise from top: The Yellow River Stone Forest in Baiyin, Gansu, is renowned for its 
towering stone pillars and rugged rock formations. The Yellow River merges with the 
Taohe River. The waters of the Yellow River run through the heart of Lanzhou, Gansu.
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