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Ngchesar selects Doktok

: ovemor, Watanabe ﬂoor leader

9 Newly elected members Ngchesar State Council. (Insect top photos) Left: New

Governor Doktok / Right: New FL Watanabe.

It took two days of vot-
ing to select the governor of
Ngchesar Stale by the unified
17-member government coun-
cil composed of 8 traditional
chiefs and 9 elected members
on January 6th and 7th instal-
lation session

In the first balloting after
swearing-in on the January
6th installation session day,
the votes were 8 for PVA board
chairman and longtime coun-
cilman, Jackson Dokdock, and
4 for Silvester Elilai Ngirke-

lau, political novice and son
of retiring longtime member of
council, Marchello Ngirkelau,
and one of the six young out
of the nine elected members to
the council.

The election was reset for
the second day, Wednesday in
which the vote was 12 unani-
mous for Doklok according to
council sources.

The vote for Floor Lead-
er was held in which former
member and staff veteran of

See Ngchesar selects on page 7

H
Angaur governor Misech recalled
By constitution, second highest vote getter and defeated
governor Salii shall take cvar until new governor is elected

=

Salii

Angaur not only requires
its governors to serve a two-
year term but also allows their
removal if the people become
dissatisfied within half that time.
That is what happened to Gov.
Natus Misech, who was recalled

on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6, 2026, with 101
votes in favor and 36
against, a landslide
and a record in Palau
The recall voles
will be certified this
week, at which point
the recall takes ef-
fecl, according to the
Palau Election Com-
mission (PEC). What
remains to be deter-
mined is who will lead
the state government in the in-
terim period between the recall
and the inauguration of the next
governor. According to PEC, a
special electon must be held
within 30 days after the recall.
See Angaur governor on page 7
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Koror State Government
through a resolution by its legis-
lature and a leadership letter in
2024, had offered several sites
for new hospital that the Whipps
Administration has been talking
about for years and announced
recently thal the $millions for
the asylum seekers will be ap-
plied to the project. Despite the
offer of several sites within Ko-
ror State , there has been no
response from the President for
over a year now while rumors
are continuing about relocat-
ing the new hospital to Airai or
Ngatpang which are considered
lo be the home states of the
President and his father.

Koror State through Koror
State Legislature Resolution
No. 12-33, LD1 adopted on April
23, 2024 is “Requesting the Pa-

lau National Government to re-
locate the Belau National Hos-
pital to another suitable site in
Koror State". Four months later,
a 5-page letter dated October 7,
2024 after the adoption of res-
olution was signed by Ibedul Al-
exander Merep, Governor Eyos
Rudimch, and Speaker Uchel
Sechewas, and sent to Presi-
dent Whipps. Bul since then
there has been no response ac-
cording to Gov. Eyos Rudimch
who said Koror State spent a lot
of time and efforts in developing
their well justified and prepare
response.

The resolution which spe-
cifically calls for dialogue be-
tween Koror and the national
government, went on to identify
the sites including the current
Koror Capitol in Ngerbeched

By Elilai Rengiil

Palau is set to receive an
initial group of about ten third-
country nationals (TCNs) from
the United States (US) within
30 days of receiving a §7.5
million grant, under an agree-
ment that allows for a total of
75 TCNs. The deal has drawn
mixed reactions from tradition-
al and elected leaders.

TCNs are individuals in
the US who have lived there
for an extended period of time
and are not US citizens. A

This document outlines
lawful mechanism under Pa-
lau law and United States law
that could deter, pause, or
block the transfer of asylum-
seekers lto the Republic of
Palau. The focus is on con-
stitutional authority, statutory
compliance, and administra-
tive legality

I. PALAU LAW

1. Constitutional Authority

Palau's Constitutional pro-
tects national sovereignty and
legislative control over immi-
gration. Any agreement that
malerially affects population
or residency requires approval

Palau to receive u
TCN'’s for initia

Legal options to deter the tra
of asylum-seekers to Pa!au

to ten
group

President Surangel Whipps Jr.
“third-country removal’ usually
happens only after a person

See Palau to receive on ge 7

by the Olbiil Era Kelulau (Na-
tional Congress). The Execu-
tive Brance cannot unilaterally
accept third-country nationals
without enabling legislation.
See Legal options on page 7

CALL FOR A NATIONAL
REFERENDUM ON THE
ACCEPTANCE OF REFUGEES

Dear Leaders of the Re-
public of Palau, Members of
the Olbiil Era Kelulau, and Fel-
low Citizens,

| write with deep respect
for our nation, our leaders, and
the democratic values that de-
fine the Republic of Palau
See entire letter (Call for) on page 7

which was the sites of the hos-
pital during Japanese period
and early American administra-
tion, the Nippon Baseball Field
to be exchanged with present
hospital site in Meyuns, Nge-
rielb in Ngermid, and several
submerged lands around Koror
through reclamation.

The letter atlached peli-
tions signed by hundreds of
Koror residents pleading and
appealing to the national leader-
ship to relocale the hospital to
another site in Koror to assure
medical services and treatment
closer to most people, The lel-
ter cited the meeting held with
the Relocation Committee and
its request for Koror lo be in-

See Koror offers on page 7

Inside Stortes

Senate proposes
shiftin elite visa law,
opening door for
forelgn developers

See story on page 2

New law eases
financial barriers
for Palauan
construction
companies

See story on page 2

After Sanctions
Concerns, Palau
Changes Management
ofits Registry

See story on page 3
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cluded in the committee. The letter added other siles with maps to
show their locations including surround lots surrounding the base-
ball field, Matulout in Medalaii, CIP office eastward toward M-Dock,
Ngermid hilltop to include 3 additional lots, and current hospital site
in Meyuns.

The resolution furlher states thal present hospital “is aging
structure and at the same time, its current site in Meyuns has
been delermined to be unsafe to continue to keep and maintain as
the public hospital thereon.” The resolution continues thal * Korar
remains the most populous and centrally situated state of Palau...
and “provides the best access to and from the southern states of
Palau with the majority of the infrastructure thatis essential to sup-
port a hospital facility.” The legislation was adopted by the Koror
legislature which represents the residents of Koror who constitute
the majority of over 80% of the Palau population.

TBN Old

Newspaper

call us at 488-3131/4810

|
—
®

l’mnl“m-ﬁum?apl
the OEK and Koror State Leg-
islature, Feliciano Watanabe,
received B to 4 for Hashinta
Tabelual, former courl staff
and leacher who is one of the
three women elected breaking
the glass ceiling on more wom-
en representation in the state
government.

The selection for commit-
tee members and organization
of the new government was de-
ferred to another day reported
one of the new members. Being
a mix of legislative, executive,
and traditional system, Ngche-
sar State and once the council
makes a decision, it 's final and
the governor only certifies and
implements policies, laws, and
operational programs that the
council makes.

Palauto "c.“'_fmm Page 1

has received a formal deporta-
tion order from the US.

In practice, the term is
sometimes also used for people
who are expelled without a for-
mal deportation process, often
with no chance to seek asylum
or other protection, and then
senl to a third country, in this
case Palau,

President Surangel Whipps
Jr announced during last week's
press conference that the work-
ing group will be screening the
list of potential deportees to Pa-
lau and that the country will be
receiving them in small groups,
with the first group consisting of
around ten TCNs.

Following the receipl of the
$7.5 million grant from the US
to prepare the TCNs accom-
modations at Palau Community
College (PCC), the group will be
arriving within 30 days.

President Whipps Jr. em-
phasized that the money re-
ceived is not for the TCNs, but
for the country's infrastructure
and capacity needs. A portion
of the funds will be used to sup-
port the TCNs until they gain
employment.

In addition to the $7.5 mil-
lion, Palau received $26 million
from the US for pension reform,
$2 million towards supporting
law enforcement initiatives, and
continued assistance with stud-
ies leading to the building of a
new national hospital

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) between
Palau and the US regarding the
transfer of the TCNs was signed
on December 24, by Minister
of State Guslav Aitaro and US
Ambassador Joel Ehrendeich,
and is set to operate for one
year with the option to renew.

The Mol was transmitted in
a letler from President Whipps
Jr. to the President of the Senate
Hokkons Baules on December
31, in which President Whipps
Jr. emphasized that the TCNs
will have no criminal history and
will be “among the most heavily
vetted non-cilizens ever consid-
ered for entry into Palau.”

Despite the formalization of
the agreement, public reaction
continues to be divided. The
signing drew public criticism as
it took place on Christmas Eve
without prior notice.

Additionally, letters from the
Council of Chiefs and the Sen-
ate of the 12th Olbiil er a Kelu-
lau (OEK) sent to the President
in both July and October of last
year rejected the US proposal to
host TCNs

President Whipps Jr. ad-
dressed the opposition to the
agreement, explaining that while
some chiefs and senators have
voiced objections, there are
those in leadership that support
it, including the House of Del-
egates, the Governors Associa-
tion, the Speakers Association,
and the Mechesil Belau. The

President also noted that Chief
Ngirturong John Sugiyama was
present during the MoU signing

Moreover, the President ex-
plained that the working group
will prioritize TCNs from nations
with which Palau maintains dip-
lomatic relations, adding that
if any TCNs arriving in Palau
wish to be repatriated, the work-
ing group will ensure that their
home countries are safe before
facilitating their return

The working group, chaired
by Minister of Justice Jennifer
Olegeriil and MHRCTD Minister
Ngirai Tmetuchl, will select indi-
viduals based on skills needed
in the local workforce and admit
them under valid visas or work
permits.

The President emphasized
that the TCNs “are not stuck
here” and may choose to leave
at any time.

As Palau prepares to re-
ceive the first group of TCNs
under the MoU with the US, the
government continues to face
mixed public reaction.

President Whipps Jr. reiter-
ated that the arrangement aims
to slrengthen Palau’'s relation-
ship with the US while address-
ing local capacity and infra-
structure needs.

The coming weeks are ex-
pected fo test both the logistical
readiness of the warking group
and the public’s confidence in
the government's handling of
the TCN transfer

Legal opHONS_from Page 1

2. Immigration and Resi-
dency Law

Palau maintains restriclive
immigration statutes. There is
no existing legal immigration
category for third-country asy-
lum transferees. Work permits,
residency, and long-term stay
require statutory authorization.

3. Environmental and Infra-
structure Protections

Palau law requires consid-
eralion of environmental and so-
cial impacts for actions affecting
land, housing, water, and public
services.

Il. UNITED STATES LAW

4. Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (INA)

Under US. law, asylum-
seekers may only be transferred
to countries that are safe, will-
ing, and legally capable of pro-
viding protection. Palau is not a
signalory to the 1951 Refugee
Convention and lacks a formal
asylum adjudication framework.

§. Administrative Procedure
Aclt (APA)

If implemented without
proper rulemaking or individual-
ized determinations, the policy
may be challenged under the
APA.

6. Compact of Free Asso-
ciation (COFA)

| —T T

COFA governs defense, aid,
and strategic access. It does not
authorized population transfer
or override Palau's immigration
law,

ll. PRACTICAL LEGAL
DETERRENCE STRATEGY

Lawful deterrents include
legislative refusal, constitutional
litigation, immigration non-com-
pliance notice, U.S. litigation
risk, and human-rights monitor-
ing.

IV. LEGAL FRAMING

This approach does not op-
pose refugees. It asserts that
Palau currently lacks the legal
framework, capacity, and consti-
tutional authorization to accept
third-country asylum transfers.
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Angaur govemor...om rage 1

According to the Angaur State Constitution, Article 9, Section
4, in the event of a vacancy in the governor’s office, it shall be filled
by the next highest vote-getter in the last election. In this case, that
would be Steven Salii, who lost to Misech in the 2024 election.

The recall election followed a petition submitted by Angaur vot-
ers last month, the second such petition, bearing signatures from
more than 25% of the state's 470 registered voters. Only 137 voters
(about 30%) turned out to cast their voles.

Gov. Misech was elected in November 2024, receiving 108
votes to former governor Steven Salii's 83, a margin of 25 votes
Misech tock office on January 1, 2025, and within ten months, a
recall petition began circulating, leading to last Tuesday's vote.

Angaur has now sel a record among Palau's 15 states dur-
ing 45 years of constitutional governance by removing three gov-
ernors. The first was Estavan Augustine, who was impeached by
the legislature. The second was Abel Suzuky, who resigned six
months before the end of his term to avoid impeachment after re-
portedly punching the president of the legislature. In the resulting

special election, Arkagius Yamada was elected governor

Sonate proposes_.som page 2
is not finalized, or if the holder
sells or disposes of the prop-
erty without purchasing an-
other of equal or greater value.
Additionally, holders must be
able to demonsirate a source of
income or financial assets suf-
ficient to support themselves
and their dependents.

After Sanctions—som page 3

Maritime and Admiralty Act will
allow its government to “ensure
a gradual and orderly transition”
for its shipping register, its Min-
istry of Public Infrastructure and
Industries (MPIl) said in a state-
ment. The amendments include
new authority for Palau's presi-
dent to appoint a contracted
manager for the registry.

Cail Mm Page 1

The question of whether
Palau should accept refugees
from abroad is not a minor ad-
ministrative decision—it is a na-
tional matter with long-term im-
plications for our security, social
harmony, infrastructure, culture,
and humanitarian responsibility
As such, this decision should
not rest solely on executive or
diplomatic agreements but on
the collective will of the Palauan
people.

Palau is a small island na-
tion with limited land, resources,
detention capacity, and social
services. Any policy that may
significantly affect our commu-
nities—especially one involving
the relocation of non-cilizens
into our homeland—deserves
full transparency, public consul-
tation, and democratic consent.
To proceed without the people's
voice risks undermining public
trust and national unity.

A national referendum of-
fers the most fair, constitutional,
and ethical path forward. It al-
lows citizens to be informed, to
weigh both humanitarian obliga-
tions and local realities, and to

vote freely on whether Palau is
truly prepared—socially, legally,
and economically—lo accept
refugees at this time.

This is not a rejection of
compassion. On |he contrary,
true humanitarianism respects
both the dignity of those seeking
refuge and the rights of citizens
whose lives and communities
will be directly affected. Com-
passion without consent is not
justice.

Palau has always stood as
a nation that values democracy,
respect, and accountability. Al-
lowing the people to decide
through a referendum affirms
our sovereignty and strength-
ens our democratic foundation.

Therefore, | respectfully
urge our leaders to initiate a
national referendum so that
the people of Palau may vote
openly and responsibly on this
important issue.

Let the voice of the people
be heard—because Palau be-
longs to its people.

With respect and concern
for our nation's future,

Hadleen Medalarak

Concerned Cilizen of the
Republic of Palau

PNG Prime Minister urges people
to go ononline and apply for jobs
Papua New Guinea's prime minister has urged peaople to go
online and apply for jobs in the public service in 2026.
James Marape used his New Year’s message to underline his
Government's plan to use artificial intelligence systems in public

service recruitment.

Marape said 2026 is the year PNG will use Al as a tool to
strengthen governance and efficiency across the public service,
including in recruitment and government contracls

The prime minister says technology will help remove subjectiv-
ity, and strengthen fairness in how decisions are made. (RNZ)
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