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Hello!

Please let me know if this op-ed is of interest for Devex.

Looking forward to your feedback,

++
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This material is distributed by Edelman on behalf of the Minderoo Foundation. Additional information 
is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

The report found that since 2018, the number of people living in modern slavery has increased to 50 
million, but action by businesses and governments has stagnated.

In the piece, which I have included attached, Nasreen also shares her poignant personal experience 
growing up in Nepal working in forced labor for the textile industry.

I hope this note finds you well. Last month, Walk Free released the fifth edition of its Global Slavery 
Index—the world's most comprehensive data set on modern slavery.

To this end, I wanted to offer an exclusive op-ed from Nasreen Sheikh, a partner of Walk Free and a 
modern slavery survivor, on the culpability of some of the world's richest nations (G20 countries) 
and steps businesses and governments must take to address the prevalence of modern slavery 
across global supply chains.

FW: Exclusive op-ed: Modern slavery survivor on forced labor prevalence in supply chains. 

Monday, August 14, 2023 2:27:49 PM
Draft Op-ed - Nasreen Sheikh.pdf

About Nasreen Sheikh
Nasreen Sheikh is an international speaker and advocate for global human rights. Born in an 
undocumented rural village in India bordering Nepal, Nasreen does not know her birthdate or exact 
age. She grew up believing that girls were simply commodities—not human beings—that are bought 
and traded as such. Risking everything to prove that freedom is an essential human right for
everyone, Nasreen courageously spoke truth to power. At around the age of sixteen, she founded 
Local Women's Handicrafts, a successful social enterprise empowering underserved women. She 
now leads Empowerment Collective, a grassroots charity, with the goal of ending modern day 
slavery by advocating 7 Keys for global human rights. She has spoken at international conferences 
including the Foreign Trade Association in Brussels, Google in America, Women Deliver in Canada, 
and her interview with international influencer and author Jay Shetty went viral with over 12.4 
million views on social media.
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Subject: Exclusive op-ed: Modern slavery survivor on forced labor prevalence in supply chains.

H*

Below is the pitch I wrote for the Walk Free op-ed and attached is the draft op-ed. Please let me
know if there's anything else you need!

Best,



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/30/2023 5:06:33 PM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/30/2023 5:06:33 PM

Opinion: Your supply chain is built by modern slavery 
By Nasreen Sheikh

After breaking free from my exploitation, I came to the United States and visited a large 
chain store for the first time. I walked the aisles in disbelief - I had never experienced 

As a child, I worked 12 to 15 hours per day in a textile sweatshop, receiving less than the 
equivalent of US$2 per agonizing and traumatizing shift — but only if I completed the 
hundreds of garments demanded of me. Most of the time, the sweatshop owner paid no 
one, closed up shop and moved on to his next group. I ate, slept, and worked my little 
fingers raw, in a workstation the size of a prison cell. Even then, I knew in my heart that 
people would not choose to purchase these items if they truly understood where they 
came from and how they were made. That is why an economic system built on 
transparency is desperately needed on a global scale.

If the latest data from the Global Slavery Index sounds impossible, consider that behind 
these numbers is a story like mine. I fell prey to the massive organization of illegal 
sweatshops in the inner-city slums of Kathmandu and grew up in forced labor. Along 
with thousands of others, my childhood was traded for a life of suffering, 
malnourishment, and industrial poisoning on a scale unimaginable to the average 
consumer. So ask yourself now, if the next time you were browsing a department store, 
picking your summer outfit, and the tag told you that this garment was made using 
modern slavery, would you still make the purchase? Would this make you reflect on how 
you may be consuming the suffering of a child or hurting our planet?

The footprint of modern slavery can be found all around us—if only we were made aware 
so that we could open eyes to the problem. The clothes we wear. The smartphones in 
our pockets. The solar panels on our buildings. These and many other common goods 
often carry the taint of forced labor and modern slavery. Most people have no 
understanding that everyday goods are part of a supply chain that is touched by extreme 
exploitation. But the question is, if the world understood just how close we are to 
modern slavery, would this change the way we consume?

Unconscious consumer culture has long fueled the exploitation of some of the poorest 
and most vulnerable groups of society. Too often, international human rights laws are 
left ignored, while the need to cut costs for greater profits continually trumps all other 
business goals. A new report sheds light on the surprising extent of the problem, and 
the culpability of some the world’s richest nations.

According to the 2023 Global Slavery Index by the human rights group Walk Free, 
nearly 50 million people are living in modern slavery. Millions of them are being 
exploited because of society’s desire for cheap goods. The report shows that US$468 
billion worth of goods imported into G20 countries are at risk of being produced by 
forced labor. This includes US$147 billion worth of garments. These colossal numbers 
may come as a surprise to some, but would knowing the human cost to our purchases 
change the way corporations and buyers behave? And what effect would this have on the 
environment?
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With 50 million people living in modern slavery around the world, the time for 
meaningful action and renewed commitment is now. If not addressed immediately, the 
next Global Slavery Index will record an exponential growth of exploitation built on the 

We need radical supply chain transparency and non-negotiable, meaningful engagement 
from all businesses and corporations. We need modern slavery legislation that imposes 
the duty to protect all workers in supply chains and ensures the protection of our planet. 
We need to hold companies liable for breaches and inaction, leaving no one behind in 
the pursuit of a thriving global economy.

While businesses should willingly take on the responsibility to ensure their supply 
chains are free of modern slavery, governments also have a role to hold them to account 
and to set a level playing field for our global economy. This role includes ensuring 
businesses and governments are actively looking for forced labor in supply chains.

While some governments around the world are stepping up, there remain serious gaps 
in legislation that businesses can exploit. For example, research by Walk Free finds that 
most companies are falling at the first hurdle when it comes to even reporting on the 
actions they are taking. Governments must establish sound policies that do not allow 
businesses to exploit the massive loopholes that currently exist in legislation.

Businesses have increasingly complex global supply chains that lack transparency of 
who is working where and under what conditions. Too often, this works to their 
advantage; by failing to meaningfully engage with modern slavery risks, businesses can 
turn a blind eye, avoid remediation, and continue to place profits over people. The sad 
fact for most businesses is that if they look hard enough for worker exploitation — or if 
they even look at all — they will find it. Supply chain transparency should be built into 
business operations as standard, to guarantee that products have been made under fair 
conditions that uphold ethics and human rights.

The result of the current system is decades of corporate social responsibility that is 
merely voluntary, modern slavery reporting legislation with no consequence for non- 
compliance, and greenwashing campaigns that could convince the sawiest of consumers 
that they are acting ethically.

this level of both luxury and convenience. It was horrifying to see, but also a great 
revelation to recognize the exploitation and abject poverty attached to these products. 
Seeing in my memory; the ghostly faces of children like me, scattered into the thousands 
of products around me. This brought me to tears.

The development of policy to address modern slavery will always be impeded as long as 
it ignores how the issues are deeply intersected with wider structures, systems, and 
behaviors. Focusing on issues in silos will hold us back from solutions for decades to 
come. Modern slavery thrives in the shadows and darkness, the unspoken truth, the 
hidden parts of our global society too ugly or horrific to witness in light. But truth is the 
key.
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Wouldn’t you want to know if I made the very shirt on your back?
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backs of child laborers like myself, against a backdrop of a culture of ignorance in the 
face of suffering.


