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The U.S. - Gibraltar Relationship

Background
Gibraltar is a British Overseas Territory strategically located on the southern end of the Iberian 
Peninsula at the entrance of the Mediterranean Sea. The U.S. and Gibraltar have long enjoyed a 
close and enduring relationship centered around strong economic, cultural, and security ties.

From the first overseas military intervention by.the U.S. in 1801 against the Barbary States to the 
present day, the U.S. continues to rely on Gibraltar’s strategic location. During World War II, 
Gibraltar served as a critical base of operation for General Dwight Eisenhower. General 
Eisenhower used Gibraltar as his headquarters to plan the liberation of North Africa and later 
stated, “Britain’s Gibraltar made possible the invasion of North-West Africa. Without it the vital 
air cover would not have been quickly established on the North African fields.”

In 1990 and 1991 an estimated 193 U.S. Navy ships used British Gibraltar Territorial Waters in 
support of operations Desert Storm and Desert Shield. And, crucially, Gibraltar was used by the 
U.S. Ready Reserve Fleet to refuel in route to the Middle East. In 2011, the U.S. used 
Gibraltar’s military facilities to achieve objectives in the intervention in Libya when the two U.S. 
attack submarines USS Florida and USS Providence were resupplied at Gibraltar after launching 
cruise missiles against Libyan targets. And, to this day U.S. Navy nuclear submarines visit 
Gibraltar, as the USS Newport did on February 1, 2016 and the USS Florida did on May 5,2016. 
More recently, in April 2018 the USS John Warner was berthed in Gibraltar for 10 days 
immediately prior to participating in military operations in Syria.

Gibraltar embraces the same freedoms that we in the U.S. hold dearly. And, even though their 
population numbers only around 35,000, like the U.S., Gibraltar is a melting pot of diverse 
cultures and includes Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim, and Hindu citizens. With a strong 
emphasis on education, the overwhelming majority of Gibraltarians continue their studies at 
university level.

The Congressional Resolution
Since the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht, Gibraltar has remained a British Overseas Territory. The U.S. 
Department of State recognizes Gibraltar as an Overseas Territory of the United Kingdom based 
on this Treaty. In 1967 and 2002, over 98 percent of the citizens of Gibraltar voted in favor of 
remaining an overseas territory of the United Kingdom.

In recognition of the unique, historic relationship between the U.S. and Gibraltar, bipartisan 
legislation, H. Res. 174, has been reintroduced to express appreciation for the role Gibraltar has 
played in supporting U.S. national security interests and to acknowledge Gibraltar’s right of self- 
determination. For further information, please contact Curtis Rhyne, Deputy Chief of Staff and 
Legislative Director, Office of Congressman George Holding (NC-2) at (202) 225-3032.

This material is being distributed by Holland & Knight LLP on behalf of the Government of 
Gibraltar. Holland & Knight LLP is registered as an agent of the Government of Gibraltar under the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act. Additional information is on file with the Department of Justice, 
Washington, District of Columbia.
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