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A Letter From Ireland 
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I know Stormont well. I first visited in 1998 after the signing of the Good Friday 

Agreement. Given its history, it was an uncomfortable environment for Irish 

Republicans. But we aren’t there to assimilate into the history and culture. We are 

there to bring about change.

We were there to meet the Sinn Fein Vice-President and First Minister Michelle 

O’Neill. For 15 years Sinn Fein held the title of Deputy First Minister. Michelle is now

On the day we visited the Sinn Fein Finance Minister, Caoimhe Archibald was leading 

a debate on a Budget Bill. Members and staff milled about on their way to Committees 

and offices. No drama, and a lot of busy people.

The great entrance hall is overlooked by an imposing statue of James Craig. He was a 

staunch pro-British unionist, sectarian bigot, and First Prime Minister in the newly 

partitioned Ireland. He infamously declared the Stormont Parliament would be, “a 

protestant parliament for a protestant people.” Today unionism no longer has an 

overall majority. It is a parliament of equals. A shared place.
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This week was my first visit to Stormont since the Assembly and Executive was 

reconvened. I traveled with the leadership of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. They 

have been consistent visitors to Ireland as witnesses to conflict, injustice, and now 

peace.
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This week was a good week, as change embeds and progress is made.

I’ll take a week of no drama any time.

Have a great weekend.

Is mise J

Irish Unity Summit - March 1, 2024 - NYC
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I suppose that is the thing with change—it can happen with a bang but people quickly 

find their level, and work continues.

The partition that James Craig supported has been politically and economically 

disastrous. It has failed the test of time. One of the impacts has been a disjointed and 

disconnected infrastructure across the island.

Ciaran

Ciaran Quinn is the Sinn Fein Representative to North America

It will take investment to undo the damage of over one hundred years of partition. The 

benefits will be to the immediate communities as well as to the Island as a whole.

Having spent 15 years going in and out of the old office it felt odd walking in the 

opposite direction. A bit like taking a new way home. A subtle physical manifestation of 

political change. Once inside it was down to business, discussing the future and 

opportunities and challenges.

In welcome news, the Irish Government announced an investment of the equivalent of 

650 million dollars in a road through the north that links Dublin to Donegal. In the 

nonsense of partition, it is a road linking the South to the South by going through the 

North!

Funding for other projects was also announced including 50 million dollars for a new 

stadium for Ulster GAA to replace the derelict Casement Park in Belfast. There are 

nine counties in Ulster with six in the North and three in the South. This will go towards 

building a state-of-the-art stadium for all nine counties.
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music, Q & A, and more!

Free, but registration is required and limited. Tickets are available right now - click

the image below and register today!
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IRISH UNITY SUMMIT
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GLENN BRADLEY MEGANSTACK NIALL MURPHY

SOPHIE COLGAN CHRISTINE KINEALY CHRISTINE QUINN

A COLLABORATION
ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS 

BREHON LAW SOCIETIES OF NYC & NASSAU
FRIENDLY SONS OF ST. PATRICK LONG ISLAND 

FRIENDS OF SINN FEIN 
IRISH AMERICAN UNITY CONFERENCE 

JAMES CONNOLLY IRISH AMERICAN 
LABOR COALITION

LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS

FOR A NEW & 
UNITED IRELAND

THE GREAT HALL
AT COOPER 

UNION

PANELS. MUSIC.
QSA, ANb MORE!

MARCH 1ST 202 
1:00PM - 6:00PM
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First Minister Michelle O’Neill responds

to Irish Government’s investment
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The announcement by the Irish Government to invest in communities, sports, roads 

and education in the North will better the lives of everyone who shares this island.

IreLand is Changing: Keynote Address 
Sinn Fein President Mary Lou McDonald

The Pathway to Unity: Fireside Chat 
Professor Brendan O’Leary & Author Megan Stack

Hopes for a New and United IreLand 
Panel Discussion 

Glenn Bradley - Peace Activist 
Niall Murphy - ‘Ireland’s Future’ Founder 

OLa Majekodunmi - Foras na GaeiLge Board Member 
Sophie Colgan - Host of Navigating NY Podcast 

Jack McGarry - Owner & Founder The Dead Rabbit’ 
Moderated by Christine Kinealy - Professor of Irish History

Irish Unity & Bipartisan American PoLiticaL Support 
NY State Senator Tim Kennedy (D) 

MA State Representative Hannah Kane (R) 
Moderated by Christine Quinn

The Pathway to Unity - Q<£A 
With select members of previous paneLs 

Moderated by Christian Bolden, Board Member, 
African American Irish Diaspora Network

A COLLABORATION
ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS * BREHON LAW SOCIETIES OF NYC & NASSAU * 

FRIENDLY SONS OF ST. PATRICK LONG ISLAND * FRIENDS OF SINN FEIN * 
IRISH AMERICAN UNITY CONFERENCE * JAMES CONNOLLY 

IRISH AMERICAN LABOR COALITION * 
LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS
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February Video Update
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This month, we learn more about the historic election of Michelle O’Neill, the 

upcoming Irish Unity Summit, and more. Watch and share!

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/24/2024 12:41:21 AM
2/23/24, 11:32 PM No Drama

https://mailchi.mp/friendsofsinnfein/britishsolutionbritishproblem-10111642?e=[UNIQID]

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/24/2024 12:41:21 AM

I ■

I I

I1

These projects are vital, and will better the 
lives of everyone who calls this island home.
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Donate and help us deliver

FRIENDS OF SINN FEIN USA

NEWS,
ANALYSIS
& EVENTS

Your donation makes it all possible!
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Friends of Sinn Fein is registered with the Department of Justice, Washington D.C. under the Foreign

Agents Registration Act as an agent of Sinn Fein. This material and the registration statement are on file

and available for inspection at the Department of Justice and on their website www.fara.gov. Registration

does not imply approval by the United States Government.
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