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Pathway to Change
A Letter From Ireland 
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Belfast is now a shared and changing city.
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Here we were in the largest indoor arena in the city, overlooked by the iconic cranes 

of Harland and Wolf and not an eye or angry voice raised.

“What would Irish Unity mean in one word?” was the question asked. “Freedom” was 

the answer from Sinn Fein President Mary Lou McDonald. The loudest cheer of the 

day went up to the rafters.

Last weekend I and several thousand attended Ireland’s Future, “Pathway to Change” 

event in Belfast. The venue was the SSE arena, home to the Belfast Giants Ice 

Hockey team. But this was no cold house for supporters of Irish Unity.

The first thing that struck me was the production value. The staging, lighting, and 

huge video screens were a signal of intent. This was a serious and professional 

event.

The second thing was the normality of the event. There was no obtrusive security, no 

overt police presence, no protests, and no drama. It was only in the mid-1990s that 

Irish Republicans were first allowed to demonstrate in Belfast's city center.
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Professor Brendan O’Leary brilliantly set the scene for the day, outlining the 

opportunities and challenges for those supporting Irish unity. Working back from a 

referendum in 2030 his contribution was informative, engaging, and entertaining.

https://mailchi.mp/friendsofsinnfein/all-politics-is-local-10111726?e=[UNIQID]
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Have a great weekend.
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Between panel discussions were individual contributions from medical practitioner Dr. 

Tom Black, disability rights campaigner Joanne Sansome, First Minister Michelle 

O’Neill, former Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, and GAA President Jarlath Burns.

The day was broken up by comedy thanks to Grimes and McKee and the great Paddy 

Cullivan and his unique vision of the future United Ireland.

Ciaran

Ciaran Quinn is the Sinn Fein Representative to North America

became apparent. All major political parties on the Island were represented, except 

for the Unionists. The conference was to examine the pathway to Irish Unity, so it was 

hardly surprising that unionists boycotted the event.

Congratulations to Gerry Carlile, Niall Murphy, Senator Frances Black, Colin Harvey, 

and all at Ireland’s Future for putting together a great event and another waymarker 

on the road to Irish Unity.

Other contributions looked at the economics of Irish unity, the role of the arts, health 

care in a united Ireland, and the role of labor. The labor panel included the great 

friend of Ireland, Terry O’Sullivan, the former International President of LiUNA. Terry 

spoke passionately about the role of labor in securing peace and progress and 

committed to continuing the work until Irish unity was achieved.

As we emerged into the sunlight of late afternoon the abiding feeling was one of 

opportunity and potential. The project is to create a new and united Ireland, a place 

that is a prosperous and peaceful home for all.

However, members from a unionist background did contribute to panels. Their 

contributions were informative proving again that the unionist/protestant identity is 

open, diverse, and seeking to define their place in the debate. The discussion on the 

future should be respectful of all.
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SUBMIT TOPICS HERE

Full Video: Pathway to Change
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Preparing For A New Ireland

Saturday 15th June 2024 SSE Arena Belfast

Ireland's Future - Todhchai na hEireann

@IrelandsFuture

PATHWAY 
TO CHANGE

Watch Pathway to Change, Ireland’s Future’s event in Belfast last Saturday. Full 

video here.

Here's something to look forward to - we're putting together a new video update 

next week and we can't wait to hear your thoughts! If you have a question or a 

topic you are eager for us to discuss, submit it right here. While we can't 

guarantee to cover every submission, we'll be sure to review and talk about as 

many as possible. So, jump in and submit your questions and topics!

Ireland's Future - Todhchai' na hEireann @IreLandsFuture 

Preparing For A New Ireland
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Saint Patrick Centre Young

Ambassadors meet with Sinn Fein

Representative to North America
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Eire Nua - New

Ireland

Bodenstown 2024
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across America, engaged in a meaningful dialogue and Q & A with the Sinn Fein 

Representative to North America Ciaran Quinn.

If you’ll be in Ireland on Sunday, join Mary Lou McDonald to celebrate the father of 

Irish Republicanism, Theobald Wolfetone: 2:30 on June 23rd, at the Bodenstown 

Graveyard, Co Kildare.

The 7th edition of the Sinn Fein online 

magazine ‘Eire Nua’was published this 

week.

The magazine is a rich mix of analysis, 

commentary, academic reviews and 

history on the broad theme of Irish Unity.

/
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Follow Friends of Sinn Fein on Instagram
@ friendsofsinnfeinusa
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THEOBALD WOLFE TONE

Bodenstown
2024
Sunday 23rd June

a

MAIN SPEAKER:
MARY LOU
McDonald td

liefand'i Future - Todhchai na htireinn

rrgForANew Ireland

Saturday 15th June2024 SSf Arena Belfast I

>

Assemble 2.30pm 

BODENSTOWN GRAVEYARD
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Juneteenth
Freedom Day
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every day! Check it out and follow.

Donate and help us deliver

DONATE HERE

FRIENDS OF SINN FEIN USA

& EVENTS
Your donation makes it all possible!
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Stay Connected

When you donate to Friends of Sinn Fein, you make it all possible. Please make a 

gift today, and if you're able, make it monthly. Thank you!

Make sure you're following us on all our platforms! Weekly newsletter, 

YouTube videos, and articles from across the country shared every day.

if NEWS, 
ANALYSIS
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Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube for news, videos, and more.
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Friends of Sinn Fein is registered with the Department of Justice, Washington D. C. under the Foreign

Agents Registration Act as an agent of Sinn Fein. This material and the registration statement are on file 

and available for inspection at the Department of Justice and on their website www.fara.gov. Registration

does not imply approval by the United States Government.
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You can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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