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Office of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic in the USA

March 1,2021

Honorable Martin J. Walsh 
Mayor, City of Boston

Dear Mayor Walsh:

I hope that this message finds you well. As communities around the globe continue fighting against the 
global pandemic, we truly hope that the City of Boston, which is also a home to tens of thousands of 
Americans of the Armenian descent, will continue to successfully overcome the remaining COVID-related 
challenges.

Mr. Mayor, I am writing to you to express concern with regards with your Proclamation of February 26, 
2021 as "Khojaly Commemoration Day". We understand that the intentions behind the initiative were 
positive and in line with your city's adherence to freedom of expression and respect to its ethnic 
diversity. At the same time, we consider it necessary to inform you and your colleagues in the City 
Council of the manipulative attempts by Azerbaijani official structures, and their paid lobbyists to 
misinform communities across the United States of the 1992 events near the village of Khojaly.

As you may know, Azerbaijan is a country ranked among the most corrupt, cruel and aggressive 
dictatorships on the globe. In 1991, in 2016 and on September 2020, Azerbaijan, with support of Turkey 
and international terrorist groups from the Middle East launched full-scale genocidal aggression against 
the democratic Republic of Artsakh, Nagorno Karabakh.

President of Azerbaijan calls Armenians of the world "enemy number one", and his government 
continues to use petrodollars to legitimize the regime's openly fascist attitude towards everything 
Armenian by organizing similar manipulative and opportunistic initiatives. The 1992 events near 
Khojaly represent a tragic page of the Azerbaijani aggression against the Republic of Artsakh. Any 
corresponding initiative regarding this extremely sensitive issue should imply a comprehensive 
awareness of all its aspects. Alternatively, the repressive regime in Azerbaijan will continue to capitalize 
on successful manipulation with historic facts, and use the pretext for a continued aggression against the 
Armenian people.

A fact-sheet regarding the 1992 events near Khojaly is attached to this letter for your information. We in 
Artsakh, your entire Armenian electorate in Boston, as well as every Armenian across the United States 
will appreciate if you consider the information in the fact-sheet for any reference to this issue.

I would like to conclude my letter by wishing you a continued productive service to your community. 
Please do not hesitate to have your office contact us should you need any additional information.

Yours Truly,

Robert Avetisyan 

Representative
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Office of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic in the USA

February, 2021

AZERBAIJAN CONTINUES TO MANIPULATE WITH THE KHOJALY EVENTS

Based on information from Azerbaijani sources

Decades after February 1992 events, often referred to as Khojaly events near Akna, Eastern Artsakh, 
president of Azerbaijan Aliyev and his government have been obstinately fanning anti-Armenian 
propaganda with the aim of falsifying the events and discrediting the Armenian people in the eyes of 
own people and the international community.

In 1991, in response to peaceful and democratic rallies in the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh] 
Azerbaijan launched full-scale military aggression against the young democracy. The Khojaly rural area 
was turned into a military stronghold of the Azeri army, and used for indiscriminate shelling of the 
capital and other Armenian-populated communities. Suppressing firing positions became an issue of 
life and death for tens of thousands of war-affected civilians. Numerous records, including 
acknowledgements by Azeri then-acting and current officials reiterate that the tragedy of the events 
near Khojaly have been a results of political intrigues and struggle for power in Azerbaijan. Nonetheless, 
authorities in Azerbaijan continue to manipulate with the course and issue of responsibility for the 
events in 1992.

Here are a few of the corresponding testimonies by Azerbaijani officials and journalists:

* Then-president of Azerbaijan, Ayaz Mutalibov, admitted that "...the assault on Khojaly was not a 
surprise attack"1, and has confirmed that "a corridor was left available by the Armenians for (Khojaly) 
people to leave"2-,

* This fact was later reiterated by president Mutalibov, who linked this crime with, eventually 
successful, attempts by the opposition to remove him from presidency2. In his more recent interview to 

another daily, Mutalibov has confirmed his earlier statement: "The shooting of the Khojaly residents was 
obviously organized by someone to take control in Azerbaijan "3;

‘ Previous president of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev, father of the current president Ilham Aliyev,

recognized that Azerbaijan's "former leadership was also guilty" of the events in Khojaly. In April 1992, 
according to Bilik-Dunyasy Azeri news service, Aliyev said: "The bloodshed will be to our advantage. We 
should not interfere in the course of events"]

' Tamerlan Karayev, former Chairman of Azerbaijan’s Supreme Council, said: "The tragedy was
committed by the (current) authorities of Azerbaijan"; specifically by "someone very high-ranking"4;
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9 Czech journalist Jana Mazalova, who twice was taken by Azeri military authorities (who 
controlled the territory where the bodies were found) to witness what Azerbaijanis alleged as "bodies 
mutilated by the Armenians", noted a substantial difference between the two visits. Mazalova said she 

had not seen any traces of mistreatment of the bodies during her first mission, while a couple of days later 
she was shocked by seeing the same bodies disfigured. This happened near town of Akna, on a territory 
controlled by Azeri armed forces;

9 Independent Azeri cameraman Chingiz Mustafayev, who worked in Khojaly in those days, began 
to question the official version of the events. Mustafayev was murdered under unknown circumstances 
soon after he openly declared through the “D-press" news-agency his intention to investigate the 
degree of Azerbaijan's responsibility for the Khojaly events;

9 In 2005, independent Azeri journalist Ejnulla Fatullayev stated in an interview to the “Monitor" 

Azeri news agency that he had "met with Khojaly inhabitants, who confirmed that Armenians were using 
loudspeakers to warn about the forthcoming operation, and offered them to leave the settlement through 
a corridor along the river". Fatullayev supported the opinion that no one would have survived without 
the Armenians leaving a corridor. Several days after his interview, Monitor's editor-in-chief Elmar 
Huseynov was murdered near his apartment, and Fatullayev was imprisoned and accused of treason, 
drug smuggling and terrorism.

Civilians who were allowed by the Armenians to escape from the battlefield through a safe corridor 
towards Akna were attacked seven miles inside the Azeri-controlled territory by then-opposition 
Popular Front.

Questions that shed light on the tragedy:

1. Who prevented civilian villagers from escaping from the war zone in Azerbaijani-controlled territory?
2. Who killed Khojaly villagers, and maimed their bodies on territory controlled by Azerbaijani army?
3. Why everyone in Azerbaijan, who tried to find the truth about Khojaly was either murdered, 

or imprisoned?

The current autocratic and corrupt regime in Azerbaijan eventually seized power after the February 
1992 events near Akna. President Aliyev and his government have been criticized by virtually all 
human rights organizations and democratic governments, including the United States, for continued 
strengthening of authoritarian power and suppressing public dissent. The regime continues to reject 
responsibility for military aggressions against the Artsakh, and the events of February, 1992.

The regime continues to use Khojaly for domestic and international political purposes: to instigate 
hatred among its own society against everything Armenian, as well as to manipulate international 
opinion. Such strategy contradicts the US-mediated efforts to strengthen regional stability and 
confidence between the Armenian and Azerbaijani peoples, and postpones positive settlement of the 
existing regional challenges.

1. "Ogonek” Magazine, Nov. 14-15,1992
2. "Nezavisimaya gazeta” (Independent Newspaper), April 2,1992
3. "Novoye vremya" (New Time) Magazine, March 6, 2001
4. "Mukhalifat" Newspaper, April 28,1992

This material is distributed on behalf of the Government of the Nagomo Karabakh Republic. The Office of the Nagomo Karabakh Republic is registered with the U.S. Government 
under the Foreign Agent Registration Act Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

734 15th Street, NW, Suite 500 • Washington, DC 20005 • Tel (202) 481-3341 
info@nkrusa.org • www.nkrusa.org • www.facebook.com/ArtsakhinllSA

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2021 2:42:27 PM


