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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARTSAKH

04/1091/2021 
Stepanakert, May 7, 2021

Your Excellency,

We have the honour to draw your attention to water security of the Republic of Artsakh, the issue of 

paramount importance to us.

The right to water is recognized by the international human rights law and other documents. Among 

others, it constitutes a necessary precondition for the enjoyment of all other human rights and the 

international human rights law entails specific obligations related to access to water.

The water security became a serious issue for the Republic of Artsakh since 1988, especially during 

the precarious winter of 1991-92, Azerbaijan imposed a full blockade on the Republic, leaving its 

entire population bereft of running water, electricity and other vital means of existence. In the years 

following the signing of the 1994 cease-fire agreement, the Republic of Artsakh managed to recover 

and re-establish a sustainable water management system, allowing it to make running water 

accessible and affordable to all its citizens.

However, upon Azerbaijan’s 27 September 2020 military aggression against the Republic of Artsakh, 

and the ensuing 44-day war, water security again emerged as a matter of acute concern demanding 

urgent attention. The large scale Azerbaijani attack, backed militarily by Turkey and supported by 

foreign terrorist fighters from Syria and Libya, not only shattered the Republic’s existing water 

infrastructure, but it also put the water security of the Republic in serious jeopardy. Water security is 

a fundamental component of any country’s security system, bit it is especially crucial here in the face 

of Azerbaijan’s blatantly manic efforts to ethnically cleanse the Republic of Artsakh of its Armenian 

population.

After the military aggression unleashed by Azerbaijan, the Republic of Artsakh lost significant part 

of its territory. The Karvajar (Kelbajar) area - which is the principal water source of Artsakh, whence 

85 percent of water resources for the Republic within the borders of 1991 (the Khachen River and 

Tar-Tar River), originate - was ceded to Azerbaijan as a result of November 9, 2020 Trilateral 

statement on ceasefire. Currently approximately 98 percent of the water used by the Republic of 

Artsakh originate in Karvajar. The Arpa River and Vorotan River - which provide water to Lake 

Sevan, where 80 percent of Armenia’s water resources are concentrated (and without which Lake 

Sevan would dry up) - originate in Karvajar too.

His Excellency Andrew Schofer
the Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk Group
Washington, D.C.

Uquumuiluipuililihhiili 28, Uinhilnufiiuljhpin: -<tm./$iugu +374 47 971551 
28 Azatamartikneri st., Stepanakert, Tel./fax +374 47 971551 

office@mfa.nkr.am - www.nkr.am

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/07/2021 12:21:36 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/07/2021 12:21:36 PM

Hence today, more than at any other time in the history of Republic of Artsakh, it is of paramount 

importance to ensure the water right and security of the Republic. The ever-existing threat of ethnic 

cleansing by Azerbaijan against the Armenians of Artsakh, along with the long-lasting state policy 

of Armenophobia and massive hate campaign against the ethnic Armenians, which is coordinated 
and supported by Azerbaijani authorities1, necessitates substantial security measures.

Unfortunately, there are currently no security measures implemented to prevent Azerbaijan from 

contaminating the waters and jeopardizing the lives of Artsakh citizens. The anti-Armenian policy of 

the high-level authorities of Azerbaijan makes it obvious that without such measures, Artsakh will 

remain under a constant, existential threat of hydro-terror.

The Republic of Artsakh firmly believes that unimpeded access to safe drinking water cannot be 

restricted by borders. It is a basic right, a cornerstone of strategic importance to every state, and it 

must be guaranteed to all human beings. Under no circumstances should any state be permitted to 

leverage the deliberate deprivation of water, or threat thereof, to harm innocent citizens. Under no 

circumstances should any state be allowed the opportunity to deliberately manufacture environmental 

and humanitarian crises, by water contamination or otherwise. Where such threats exist, as here, all 

measures should be taken to eliminate or mitigate the potential for harm.

Accordingly, we find it necessary to call on the OSCE to establish an international monitoring 

mechanism in the area whence the key rivers noted originate. Otherwise, the Artsakh people’s basic 

right to water - and, as such, their very existence - will be endangered, yet again.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

David BABAYAN

1 See for example, Republic of Artsakh Ombudsman: “Interim public report on Armenophobia in Azerbaijan organized 
hate speech and animosity towards Armenians” 25 September, 2018, accessible at
https ://artsakhombuds. am/hy/document/570
(last accessed 9 April 2021); Azemews,”President Aliyev inaugurates the Military Trophy Park in Baku” 12 April 2021, 
accessible at https://www.azernews.az/nation/l77921 .html (last accessed 19 April 2021).
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